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PREFAOE. 

I was unacquainted with the intention of George Samuel 
Cull, to publish an account of his" Travels and Adventures," 
until applied to by his mother, to put his manuscript in a 
readable form for the press and correct the proofs, ,vbich I 
consented to do with much pleasure, mingled with regret­
pleasure in contributing in this way towards the only means 
of support within the reach of the poor "deaf and dumb 
cripple"-regret, that the pressing duties of my engagements 
preclude the possibility of my giving the subject that time 
and attention which its i.mportance demands. The emen­
dations which I made were confined to the collocation of 
words which forms the peculiar phraseology of the deaf and 
and dumb, when their education is incomplete. 

It is to be hoped that his triple infirmity m-ay be a pass­
port to the benevolent feelings of those to wbom he may 
apply to purchase his book. The kind people of Bradford 
and Newmarket subscribed for 300 copies, to enable him to 
pul)lish the work, and therel)y place him in a position to 
support through life, what we may truly cal], a misemole 
existance. 

May we give evidence of the sincerity of onr gratitude to 
God for the blessing we enjoy in the possession of the ordi­
nary faculties of our nature, "by visiting the fatherless 
children and widows in their affliction, and keeping our­
selves unspotted from the world," dethroning national and 
religiOl:s prejudice from our hearts, and doing unto others as 
we would that others should do unto us. We will in the 
exercise of these fruits of faith, live down calumny and give 
the best reply to evil reports. 

TEACHER. 





THE SILEN'l' LANGUAGE 

BY MOTION OF HANDS. 

The art is performed by the twenty-six letters on your hand and 
fingers, which you must learn, and then you must spell the words 
you intend your friend should know; the letters ar~ very easily 
learned, and as easily remembered. I have learned several persons 
in less than half an hour. You must understand that most of the 
letters are upon the left hand and made with the finger;; of your 
right hand upon your left hand. The forefinger of your right hand 
you point to every letter; but sometimes that and the two next fin­
gers make several letters, as you will see. The vowals are very easy 
to remember being tops O}' ends of your five fingers upon the palm 
of your left hand, and T is the table or palm of your hand thus: 

Point your forefinger to the end of the top of the thumb is ...•. A 
Point your forefinger to the end of the top of the forefinger is ... E 
Point your fvrefinger to the end of the top of the middle finger is I 
Point your forefinger to the end of the top of the ring finger is ... 0 
Point your forefinger to the end of the top of the little finger is ... U 
Two encircled forefingers and thumbs of both hands laid together is B 
Semi·circle of the forefinger and thumb on your right hand is ...... C 
Semi·circle of the fore-finger and thumb to the top and bottom of 

your left forefinger is ......................................•......... D 
Join your two fingers of both hands across is ......................... F 
Put your right fist on the top of the other fist together, is .......... G 
Sliding the palm of your hand downthe other palm of your l~ft 

hand forward in motion is .......................................... H 
Point your forefinger to the end of your middle finger, and then 

slide down to the wrist in motion, is...... . ........................ J 
Point your middle joint of the back of the forefinger to the middle 

joint of the palm of the left forefinger is ........................... K 
Lay one forefinger on the palm of the left hand is ............ , L 
Lay three fingers on the palm of the left hand is ..................... M 
Lay two fingers on the palm of the left hand is ........................ N 
Encircle the forefinger and thumb to the top of your left forefinger 

is ...................................................................... P 
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Encircle the forefinger and thumb with three fingers erect upon 
your right hand is ................................................ Q 

Bend your forefinger like a hook lying on the palm of the left hand 
is ....................................... I ••• II 11.1 •••• R 

Two little fingers across j;; ................................................ S 
The end of the forefinger to the lower edge of the palm of the left 

hand is ............................................................... T 
Divide your two fingers lying on the palm of the left hand is ...... V 
Clasp with all the fingers of both hands is ...................... W 
Tw~ forefingers across ..................................................... X 
Lay yoU\' forefinger on the back of the left hand between the left 

forefinger and thumb ................................................ Y 
Put the palm of your hand to the elbow of your left arm .......... Z 
Erect up you thumb with all your fingers clasped for the sign ... Good 
Erect .uP your little finger with all your fingers clasped for the 

~lgn"""""""""""""""",, ••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••• Bad 
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TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES 

OF 

GEORGE SAMUEL CULL. 

CHAPTER I. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD. 

I was born in Woolwich, England, on the 9th of March, 
1840, it is a large and beautiful town, built on the right 
bank of the River Thames, in the County of Kent, eight 
miles eastward of London Bridge, its _population is about 
25,000, exclusive of the military. When I was eight 
months old, I was attacked with convulsive fits (when 
teething) which caused me to lose roy hearing, so I became 
deaf and dumb. I am the fourth son of Mr. George Cull, 
who belonged to the Royal Artillery, and was steward to 
Colonel Anderson, who commanded the fifth Brigade. 

I was living in 1V"00lwich till I was four years old, 'when 
we got the route for Chester. This old City is in the 
County of Chester, beautifully situated on the rising dry 
rock, surrounded by a great wall nearly two miles in 
length, with the River Dee, which winds around it on two 
sides, in an irregular semi-circle. After remaining in 
Chester for three years, we removed to Manchester, where 
I was put into the Deaf and Dumb School. In the month 
of December, 1846, my dear parents, with the family, again 
removed to Woolwich, with Colonel Anderson's company 
of Artillery, after their abode in Manchester for OLe year 
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and a quarter. And on the breaking out of the war with 
Russia and Turkev, in the year 1855, my father left Wool­
wich where my dear mother and family were left alone, 
and did not go with him. Be went to Smyrna, in Turkey, 
in Asia, where he was appointed to be a Maste~-warde~ of 
the British Hospital, where the wounded and slCk soldlers 
of the Crimean army were treated during the war. About 
seven months after his arrival, we received the sad and sor­
rowful news of his death by yellow fever, on the 16th of 
September, 1~55. He left a widow and five sons to mourn 
his great loss; he was buried in the civil cemetery at the 
rear of the Ho-spital. He was a good man and a follower 
of Christ. 

One fine summer's day, as I took a lonely walk for 
pleasure, and crossed the River Dee, over the Suspension 
Bridge, between a pretty grove of poplars, chesnuts and 
oaks, into the country, where I was met by an ass and a 
little yonng one, which went after me and stood still in my 
presence. After a few moments, I determined to follow 
their steps, which led to the stable where they used to live 
in; when I came into it, I found no hay at all. I tied them 
up to the manger, so I came out of it and ran with great 
alacrity to a field which was covered with rich green grass, I 
picked the grass with my hands, which I carried to the 
stable. I fed them enough without any person to see or 
tell me what to do. I loosened them off and thought to 
have some amusement, and accordingly I mounted on the 
little one's back, it walked side by side with its mother 
through the road between the green hedges. I loved them 
and did not like to hurt them. I did not allow them to run 
too fast, for fear of falling to the ground, because I was a 
littl~ boy. After a happy satisfaction, when I became 
tired, I alighted, and thoug~ they/ollowed me constantly, I 
made them leave me by a SIgn WIth my arm; they knew 
what I meant and departed from me and returned to me no 
more. I then went home and said nothinO' to my parents 
because I was ignorant. b 

I remember the ass is mentioned in the Bible that 
.. J esns Christ rode upon an ass on his way to IJ eru;alem 
and a ver:J great multitude spread their garments in th~ 
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way, others cut down branches from the trees and strewed 
them in the way; and the multitude followed him and 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest." 

Not many days after, I went alone into a neighbor's yard; 
there was nobody to be seen; as I played among the beasts 
and poultry, I felt a desire to run and hunt after a white 
gooae, which I did with great difficulty, (I had the use of 
two legs at that time,) it was afraid and ran in every direc­
tion, and hissed loud, as I could hear a little in my left ear, 
at length I managed to catch hold of it and brought it, with 
:\ fluttering in my arms, to the sty where the pig generally 
slept, when at home. I sat astride on the trough and threw 
it· down into the sty, the pig heard it and immediately 
came out of its bed and commenced to chase it violently 
around several times; the goose attempted to fly up to take 
refuge from the dangerous pig. I sat and looked at it with 
pleasure for a long time, and without the fear of blows, 
which I deserved for throwing it into the sty. When I 
became tired. I left the unfortunate goose without lifting 
it up to be saved, because I was ignorant. I did not know 
whether its life was saved or not. 

After remaining in Chester for three yeare, we removed 
to Manchester, the greatest cotton manufacturing city in 
the world, where we settled in Dunn Street, Hulme; at length 
the spring opened, and the buds began to come from the 
naked and leafless trees. It was morning, when a little 
male neighbor called upon me to join him in a walk, at 
the time I decided to go, we went into a wealthy stranger's 
large garden, and began to pluck several kinds of fruit, 
with our hands, such as gooseberries and currants; they 
were all green and we were greedy to eat ihem, but they 
did not produce any bad effects or illness; when we were 
done we tried to escape, but unhappily met the owner, by 
chance, who walked at the side of a cart with a long whip 
in his hand, which he held; he was on his way to the 
~rden. I was suddenly apprehended by the owner-the 
man with the whip-who soon learned that I was deaf and 
dumb, and he was bound to let me go free, so I ran merrily 
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home a.nd never after robbed a garden; but I was ignorant 
and did not know good from evil. 

The next day was a. glorious .one, and afforded me much 
pleasure; the blue sky was serene and calm, not a breeze 
shook the leaves on the trees, the rays of the sun shone 
bright and clear, and all was happiness and joy. I joined 
my little sister in a favorite walk through the fields, which 
were clothed with many grassy flowers, such as daisies, dan­
delions, butter-cups and others whose name I did not know, 
all were beautiful in color, and then there was the green 
foliage of the trees which gave us shelter from the heat of 
the sun in the cool shade; at that moment we "hewed our 
merry faces and gathered out the white daisies and yeHow 
butter-cups from the grass with our hands, and soon after­
wards we rested; we loved to see the white butterflies which 
continually fluttered from flower to flower; we sat on the 
fresh, rich, soft green carpet, and directly a dark-brown 
horse came and smelt us, we began to be frightened, and 
noiselessly and quietly seated ourselves in order to let the 
horse know that we were not afraid, as it would express its 
passion and feeling: towards us, it went away and did not 
hurt us. Soon after we got home accompanied by a little 
white dog and the flowers which we had brought in our 
hanrl,s to my dear brother, Thomas Francis, who sewed and 
fastened them to a thread, for a necklace. and encircled 
them around my sister's neck. . 

I am sorry to say that my dear little sister, named Janet, 
died of measles on the 18th of June, 1846; it was Sunday 
morning, her face was pale and cold, laid in a coffin. I 
showed my love and kissed her several times, but illimedi­
ately my sight was drawn to a jug which stood on the 
window, it contained clusters of flowers of many colors 
they were very beautiful to look at and had a delightfni 
fragrance; after a sbort interval I ran with gladne~s to it 
and took all the flowers, and intended to cover her whole. 
body and be~d. I never fell out with bel', and loved her 
VeI~y much III all my young days. In a short time her 
coffin was screwed firmly and sbut up and carried into the 
cab ;, I took a seat on the roundy box with the company of 
my father, "brother and Mr. Wilson, a Missionary, on our-
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way to Rusholme cemetery, very speedily, which is sup­
posed to be three miles from the City. My brother burst 
into tears as he felt himself in the cab. On arriving at the 
cemetery, we went into the church and attended to what 
the clergyman said, who preached, perhaps, about the­
funeral and the judgment of Christ, as I cannot hear him. 
In fact, we left the church and stood mournfully round the­
grave, and wondered to see a lot of coffins in it. When the 
clergyman finished, he pronounced the !:>lessing; the 
gravesman buried down the coffin aud shut the wooden 
vault by means of a padlock and key, aud at last "e got. 
home. 

Before I went to school, I never learned how to talk at 
all in my life, as my mother tried to get me to school, but 
not for deaf and dumb. I was alto{lether ignorant. I did 
not know how wonderful the works which God created 
were. I saw the heaven and earth. I thought that trees 
and plants were growing from the land of themselves_ 
When I was alone, the sun nearly sunk in the hills and 
appeared at a little distance from the ground; I ran after 
it, with great difficulty, and tried to catch it, but in vain,. 
and it became wearisome, as I could not catch it. I 
thought the sun and moon were living, and could see me as. 
I passed along. I thought the sun always moved round the 
earth, and that the earth never moved. I wondered to ~ee 
the sky, and thought that the smoke which rose upwards 
from the chimneys made the clouds. I thought that the 
water in the sea fell from the sky. I continued in this 
state till I was sent to the Deaf and Dumb Institution. 
Before this I never had any satisfaction ill conversing with 
my friends, though they could understand me, and I could 
comprehend them in many things; but oh ! how ignorant aed 
destitute of wisdom was 1. It was impossible for me to gain 
knowledge in any position. At this time, when I was be­
tween six and seven years of age, good Miss Greaves came 
to my parents and spoke about the Institution, and how the 
deaf and dumb could be taught by sign!! to read and write, 
my pal'ents were glad to take her advice, and promised to 
send me to school, and, not many days after, I was fur­
nished with new clothes and sent to the Institution, 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION AT MANCHESTER, 

LANCASIDRE. 

The lJeaf and Dumb Institution is a nry handsome 
edifice of cut t:>tones, with several steeples on the top of it, 
built "'1 the gruunds at Old Trafford, neat· the Mersey 
River, in the year 1823. It it:> two miles miles eastward of 
Manchester. It is surrounded by green g'rasE, flowers, trees 
and shrubs growing, and intersected with cun'ed gravel 
walks in front and roulld b,' the side of iron railin~s, which 
have a very beautiful appearance and deliO'htfl~l to the 
view. Its materials are brown and red color. There are two 
buildings attached tu the Illstitution-one for the blind 
"ho can heal' and speak, and the other for deaf mutes. 
The blind are chiefly employed in knitting and making 
baskets ar.d mats. There is a swing ill the yard for them; 
also the gymnasiulll for the Ulute boys, which is pleasantly 
placed on the bark ground, which is \'ery soft, to kPep from 
hurting them when they fall by accident; its heights are 
very tall, as high as the top ot any other commoll houses, 
but I did not know how mallv feet there are. I sometimes 
fell from it and was much liurt. The place for ll·arning 
these exercises and play is in the yard at the back of 
the Institution, such as climbing, leaping, swinging, &c. 
When I was on the top of it, I had a pleasant view of the 
surrounding country, and thE: railway train which always 
runs, and also the men playing at cricket. There were a large 
flock of swallows and some magpies which flew very fast 
into the air over my head during summer, and house-spar­
rows and redbreast robins, likewise, during winter. They 
appeared to be happy. . 

·When I was admitted into the Institution, I was amazed 
to see so many deaf and dumb pupils who conversed with 
each other, of cou]'~\.', by signs. I was lately informed 
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that th~'y number one hundred and three pupils at 
present, the cost of each being twenty-one pounds pel' an­
num. I was put in the first class and remained there one 
year~ and improved my time well, so as to be the best pupil 
Mr. Hogg had. Amongst the pupils admitted at the same 
time was a little boy, the son of a soldier belonging to the 
11th Hussars; his name is William Jones. I learned after 
this that his mother was a native of India, who had been 
brought to England by his father, but at this time she was 
about to return to her native country. Mr. Andrew Pat­
terson is the head-master, and has held his situation for a 
period extending over twenty years, and Miss Knight, the 
matron of the deaf and dumb. There were two deaf and 
dumb teachers, their names are Mr. Hogg and :Ml'. Good­
win, they l\l:e the best teachers in the school. There are five 
teachers altogether, one for each class, three of whom are 
not deaf and dumb. They teach the pupils how to read by 
signs, and spell their lessons from a large slate, which is 
against the wall, nearly covering the whole side of the room. 
The pupils improve and do many things right; they 
generally sign with their arms for every word, and also 
spell on their fingers for every letter. There is a deaf and 
dumb girl, named Mary Bradley, who was an orphan and 
lost her sight. She can tell the names of many objects 
right, and also composes types, very fast, on a desk as well 
as a printer. She also can feel the quickest motion of our 
fingers, as we conversed with her on subjects. 

Nearly every Sunday Mr. Patterson lectures from the 
Bible to all the pupils, of course, by Gigns and spelling on 
the fingers; they are very attentive to him signing about 
the heavenly Father and Messiah. The Bible is the best 
of all books in the world; it teaches us to give our souls to 
God, and how we shall be saved by having faith in Christ, 
who died on the cross for sinners; it cautions us against 
the tempations and wiles of satan, and the wickedness of 
this world, and above all, drunkenness aod lying. 

The deaf and dumb pupils used to go and attend God's 
servicb in the middle chapel of the Institution, where 
the Rev. Mr. Buckley preached, and rea.d the prayer book 
and Holy Bihle, and I belong to the church of England. 
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There was no deaf and dumb clergyman for UIiI; ouly for 
the assemblies of the people. There was a blind gentleman 
playing on the organ, which is louder than the piano-forte, 
hut it was no music to me, as I could not heal', although I 
can feel it. 

Mr. Bateman was the means of getting the Institution 
built for the deaf and dumb. He was a benefactor and 
good old man when he died The pupils were all dressed 
with black crapes on their arms and formed a pl'ocession at 
his funeral, all walked moul"\lful and softly in f,'ont of the 
Institution; tIll' coffin was carried by bearers, and it was 
covered with black cloth; it was a solemn sight, and when­
ever w~· see these thillg's, remember the sad cause ot them 
all sin-"8in entered into the world and death by sin." Rom. 
v. 12. As Mr. Bateman had left something fOl the benefit 
of the deaf and dum\,. :III elltertainment was given to all 
the pupils and the assem\)]y of g"ay,dressed gentlemen and 
ladies. My parents did [I' ,t go there. The dining-room 
was ornamented with evergret:II';, wreaths of flowers, and 
flags, we had a great many kinds of fruit, as apples, 
oranges, grapes, nnts, plums, cakes, and plenty of lemon­
ades and tea to drillk. \Y e ate ahout four times during the 
ds,'. 

The pupils are ordered out of bed at six o'clock, early in 
the morning, and wash aud get breakfast at nille o'clock. 
Aftel' breakfast they again wash and go to scholll at ten 
o'clock, and there remain till one o'clock. ..:\..fU:r this they 
play and amuse themselves, and have dinner at two ,,'clock; 
after dinner the.Y wash and return to school at three 
o'clock. and remain till five, then they all get free. They 
h~ve supper at six o'clock, and go to bed at eight o'clock at 
DIg'ht. 

When thoy go into the dining-room, the teacher generally 
hammers the table with his fists and the deaf mutes can 
f~el that. They say grace by means of their fingers and by 
SIgns. When they go to bed at night and rise in the morn­
ing, th~y always kneel and pray to God. The Lord's 
prayer IS nsed by them. " Our Father who art in heaven" 
&c. They have half-holidays eyery Thursday and Saturd~y 
afternoon. They only go t<, school at seven and stay until 
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eight o'clock every morning during summer, but they are 
all free to play from seven till eight every morning during 
winter. The girls of the school are obliged to SllW and 
make many articles; they have to repair or darn the old 
stockings belonging to the pupils, every morning and 
afternoon, except Sunday. The boys are also obliged to 
make the beds, clean the bed-room, pare the potatoes, clean 
the knives and wash· room, brush the shoes, sweep the play­
room and the school-room; the waiter also dig the bark­
ground. The lYIute boys are very orderiy in marching and 
at drill. They appear as well as soldiers. 

The pupils go into the garden every Sunday during the 
summer; they like to see the beautiful flowers, plants, 
marigolds, pinks, violets, roses, cowslips, wall-flowers, fox­
gloves, and other pretty ones cultivated in it; their beauty 
of color and fragrance of perfume was charming to the eye 
and nose; they seemed to have a smile for me as I ap­
proached them. There are several hundred fruit trees and 
vegetables cultivated in it, and there is a large circular 
pond with gold-fishes, which look very pretty when they 
are sporting jn the clear water, surrounded by the pretty 
flowery walks opposite the green shade. 

When my mother was very anxious and again visited 
me, she was very affectionate and gave me two packages of 
fruits, and a ball twisted with colored stripes round it; it 
was a very large and smooth substauee, and ycry bright, 
like marble, but I would not be pleased with this, and there­
fore I burst into tears as I wished that she would take me 
home with her. After a long visit, when I lost sight of her 
who left me and went away, I became v.ery vehement and 
fierce, but my temper was bad and I did not know how to 
restrain it. 1 then ran to seize the ball and began fnriously 
to throw it downward on the floor with great force, and 
with a hard knock, which caused it to roll among the pupils 
while they studied their lessons; they were frightened into 
nearly confusion by my conduct. Mr. Mitchell, who was 
the oldest teacber, had charge of the fifth class, he was not 
a jeaf mute, and said that he would take some of the fruit 
for W. Jones, if I again did so. The head-master came t(} 



18 TRAVELS AND .ADVENTURES 

school and smiled at me. I did not de,o,ervc all I got for 
such bad mannera. 

'.Dhe pupils only have tbree weeks' holidays dut'ing the 
winter, and six weeks during summer, for the reason of 
spending their time with their parents who welcome them 
home, but I was left alone in the Institution, where I spent 
chri~tmas-d~y, on which my dear parents, with the whol,e 
family, agam removed to Woolwich, with Col. Anderson s 
Company of Artillery, after our abode in Manchester for 
a year and a quarter. I r.ever went home and spent three 
weeks with my parents during the winter, because it was 
very expensive for me to have a long journey in th~ ra~l­
way, but I was glad that I had a friend, :Mrs Irnn, m 
Hulme, She shewed me great kindness and affection and 
obtained leave from the Superintendent, and took me from 
the Institution to spend the time with her for some days 
during the absence of the pupils in winter, but not all L.e 
time. Also, I have a cousin, Mn<. Rhone, who lives in 
Salford, near Hulme, who was kind to me too. I only had 
a tour in the cars, a distance of 188 miles, from Manchester 
to London, by the North-western Railway, during summer, 
and was charmed with the beautiful scenery in the Couaties 
of York, Nottingham, Leicester, Northampton, 'Varwick, 
Bedford and Middlesex. My father used to wait in London 
till I came to arrive at the Station, where he welcomed me 
with great delight, by shaking my hands, and we took a 
street omnibus and came as far as Hungerford Suspension 
Bridge, whence we sailed eight miles tIl 'Woolwich in a 
steamboat and staid at home for six weeks; this was every 
S14mmer. I used, to travel for seven years, once every 
year, at a very rapid rate. How kind my mother was to 
afford me so much pleasure to go to London, and visited 
the Great Exhibition, Thames Tunnel, Zoological Garden!!, 
Regen~'s Park, and my friends at any time. 

DUrIng the summer there is an annual assembly of 
ge~teel visitors, who support the Institution, for the ex­
ammation of the pupils that is held every year. The chair 
was occupied by the Mayor of Manchester. All the deaf 
and dut;lb pupils al'e obliged to go to the examination. 
The subjects generally tanght in school are writing, geo-
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~raphy, church of England catechism, arithmetic, life of 
uhrist, "scripture history," and the art of drawing. We 
wrote answers to the following questions very neatly with 
our· chalk on the great slate, and also pointed to the map 
of the world, and afterwards we exercised our arms at every 
word, as our master expressed to us before the visitors who 
witnessed us. 

Our Institution was near a large park, where we took 
delightful walks on Thursday, a half-holiday, We saw 
many fine fat deer bound over the green pasture; some 
were lying, some were walking about, and others were 
eating green grass; many played and bounded over the 
green carpet that was beneath their feet. There were a 
great many black crows which flew slowly over our heads 
in the evening; also, many cows who grazed, and oxen and 
sheep reposing under the shade of the foliage of the green 
trees contained many crooked thick branches. Sometimes 
there are rabbits, and hares, and pheasants, kingfishers, 
foxes, red all over, living in the country, but I did not see 
them in the park. We often saw shrubs covered 
with blackberries, which hung in large numbers on the 
thorns, and how we ran to them merrily, and gathered the 
berries. They were sweet and we liked to taste them. 

Amusements often took place in the Botanical Gardens, 
which is attached to the Institution. Many of the ladies 
and gentlemen may be seen on its surface, engaged in all 
kinds of sports, and yon see their merry laugh and behold 
their frolicksome jumps, all around by the hands, &c. We 
played too but we became confnsed. Our thoughts were 
in the maizes. We went through the lovely gravel walks, 
and liked to see many of the gold and silver fishe8, which 
seemed very beautiful when they are seen sporting in the 
limpid and clear stream, where the large swans and ducks 
used to swim, surrounded by borders of flowers and grass 
very bright. We also went through the interior of the hot 
house, or conservatories, where great exotic plants and 
trees were cultivated to be admired and seen. It was a 
very happy condition indeed. 

The night was dark and cloudy, not a moon being 
visible, but a large bonfire gave us plenty of light. We 
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had a display of fire-works in the yard of the Institution. 
A gentleman made a large balloon and hung it on a pole; 
it soon got very big after the lamp was put in the place 
made for it; it ascended, but caught on the branch of a 
tree; it turned over on its side and burned up; what re­
mained of it fell over the wall into the Botanical Gardens, 
which are divided from the Institution by this wall, but 
the next balloon rose up into the Rir very safely; I thought 
it very strange aud wonderful; they were seen to the best 
advantage by the pupils. At last all was over, and we 
went to the school-room and stood in a line, waiting for a 
baker, who brought a lot of parkins in a basket, out of 
which we were given one each; we ate them very well; 
they had a very fine flavor and were sweet; we all liked­
them very much. 

One bright morning, which smiled sweetly, when we 
came to the large beautiful garden called Belle Vue, auJ 
went threugh it. We were greatly interested to see the 
beautiful plumage of the parrots which are clo,thed with 
the richest colors of scarlet, blue, purple, green and orange, 
all mingled together, but we could not hear of the melody 
of their voice. There are many foreign birds kept in con­
finement to please those that hear with the melody of their 
songs. Afterwards we went and wondered to see the play­
ing of m~ny small curious monkeys, which looked very 
funny, and'they opened their mouths as if they were going 
to speak, and chattered very loud and mischievous. They 
frequently get excited and jump and climb the rope~. 
They are very active, and sometimes very dangerous. 
There was a lad who, I perceived, held out a living frog 
through the baroS of the cages, and the monkey snatched it 
furiously from his hands and ate it up. It was a nasty sight 
to my eyes. Aftor that time we passed and saw the wild 
beasts, such as leopard, wild·cat, bear, indian ox.; and the 
birds of prey, Buchas eagles, vultures, owlS and 'others. 
There are plenty of the ferrets and squirrels playing QU, the 
branches of trees with. nuts, very showily. There is the 
gymnasium on which we learned O\1r exercises and where 
we played. After we had visited all the foreign animals 
we amused ourselves in a boat, aud rowed it with oars 
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round the pond, which 'was filled with very pretty foreign 
ducks, geese and others, in the middle of which there is a 
rock on which the design of an elephant with a car on its 
back, all formed in stone, standing under the shade of the 
trees. But the two large white swans approached the boats 
several times, in search of food, as we passed along. When 
we held some crumbs out with our hands, the swans began 
to catch them, but we struck their heads with Olll' bnds, 
full of pleasure, so as to prevent them from eating; how­
ever, the swans did not appear to be frightened, and they 
still followed us and tried to get food from us. A II this 
was very funny. . 

Not many days before we went to tLe exchange, and 
there we went to visit the Exhibition of Pdintings, and 
admired them very much, for they were beautiful to look 
upon. They were, I was informed, of great value, having 
been brought from various noblemen's castles; some of 
them were worth from £500 to £1,200 sterling; some of 
them were very old and painted by the old masters, others 
were by living Artists. The Exhibition is held every year. 

On the visit of the Queen to Manchester during the 
summer, we walked on foot before the gardener, who held 
the flag, which was marked "Deaf and Dumb," and came 
in sight 1)\ }fr" Bateman's house, a long distance from the 
Institution, There were a great crowd and concourse of 
citizens who stood together on the road. 'Ve showed our 
faces and looked happy, and took our seat~ on hi!!h forms 
outside the house, under the great flag, "Deaf and Dumh, 
Manchester," with two posts planted Oil the forms. In 
front opposite the Peel Park, there was a triumphal arch, 
made of evergl'eens, flags, wreaths of flowers, the word 
" Welcome" on the top of the gate of that Park. After 
waitillg a long time, we beheld the Queen, the Prince 
Albert, the Prince~s Royal, and the Prince of 'Vales, who 
rode in a fine carriage drawn by six horses, with silver glit­
tering harness, in company with the Duke of Wellington, 
Lord· Raglan and other Government Officers on horseback, 
and the Representatives in the coaches, under the protec· 
tion of a large detachment of the gallant and beautifully 
lmiti.1l'med lancers on horseback, who were drawn up be-
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tween the two sides ot a large body of spectators, who 
waved their hats and shouted for joy, and probably expres­
sed "God Save the Queen," but I could not hear this. 
The Duke of Wellington thanked, with his forefinger up to 
his forehead, several times to us. The Queen thanked us 
by nodding her head, and the Prince of Wales waved his 
cap to us. We also waved our caps to them. We saw 
them three times during that day. 

A certain gentleman came from France to England, and 
he visited the deaf-mute pupils in the Institution. We 
wondered to see such a high man, for his height was about 
seven feet and a half; his arm was so high that a man 
could walk under it; he could not enter into the room 
without stooping; uo door was high enough for him to 
pass. I have been informed that he recently died in 
France. 

How kind Mr. Patterson was to give the deaf and dumb 
pupils so much pleasure to go and visit the Ohinese Me­
nagerie, and Peel Park, and the great Model of Edinburgh, 
anu Panorama of a great Battle at Waterloo, and also a 
great Panorama of River Nile through Egypt, Nubia 
and Abyssinia, in Africa. Also, the great Oricket Malch, 
which is played b~T the best players near the Institution 
every year. 

OHAPTER III. 

AT WOOLWICH, KENT, BEFORE LEAVING THE INSTITUTION. 

On a deli~htful sunny day, when I 'returned from school 
t? 'Voolwich, an accident happened when I was about 
eIght years old; I was alone and took a favorite walk 
thr?ugh the pretty streets; my eyes were drawn to a very 
delightful and beautiful object, an English flag, which is 
p!aced on .the top of an hotel, and waved proudly in the 
aIr, OppOSIte the Sapper Barracks, and also the Royal Artil· 
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lery Guard-house, attached to the Military Hospital, where 
the sentinal used to walk. At the corner of two roads, a 
O'entleman in a gig passed with great speed, and as I could 
~ot hear and not having seen it coming, the horse struck 
me to the ground with his feet, and the wheel passed over 
my heel, but my boot was very thick and strong, and pre­
vented it from cutting deeply. The horse stamped with its 
feet on my breast and I lay groaning on th\! road, and I 
began to bawl very loud, as I felt great pain; he tried to go 
backward from my heel with great difficulty, for ten 
minutes. After that I saw the gig run away from me for 
a considerable distance, when the gentleman looked behind 
his back at me. I think he began to be frightened and 
ran away full speed. A number of people were soon col­
lected, and seeing I was deaf and dumb, they became very 
much excited; amongst them was a female benefactor, who 
lifted me up from the ground, and carried me in her arms 
to the Druggist shop, where the Surgeon wrapped my heel 
with ointment and cloth; this done, &he brought me to 
the Military Barracks, where my parents lived. I was put 
in a bed until my heel was recovered.· I have been in­
for:ned that it was Captain Fraser's son who ran over me; 
he did not give me anything for it. 

My parents left the barracks where I spent so many 
happy days in viewing the soldiers' uniforms and seeing 
the firing of cannon, "hich I felt, but could not hear. My 
parents had removed to Red Lion Street. On one day I 
entreated my mother for permission to go to London; she 
gave her consent, and afterwards I started with a beamin~ 
countenance; joy filled my breast. My kind mother filled 
a bottle with water and put it into a large basket along 
with something to eat, and then told me that I must take 
care not to break or crack the bottle. " Oh! yes, indeed, 
answered I, that I will do as you advise me." After that 
moment I went away from her, and began to run along the 
streets very gaily with the basket on my arm, and came in 
sight of the River Thames. I, however, did not buy a 
ticket at the Pier Office for my fare, because I was ignorant_ 
As I sat in the steamboat, and a few minutes after when 
the bell began to ring, it commenced to plough into the 
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open water 'rhich foamed, and its paddle turned. The 
Captain generally stood on the paddle and conducts the 
passengers to every landing, as Charlton, Blackwall, Dept­
ford and Greenwich. I laid down the back of my neck on 
the edge of the steamboat, and looked to the blue sky and 
soon my cap dropped into the river. And when I saw the 
cap, which sailed very fast for a long distance, and soon 
disappeared. This frightened my idea and therefore I burst 
into tears, and begged the watermen for it: but they can't 
help it. The Captain, on the paddle, who moved with com­
passion as soon as he learned that I was deaf and dumb, 
and gave me one penny, and said nothing to me about the 
ticket. That "Was not said by me. Soon after I returned 
to the Pier, and from there I went without my cap on. I 
paid olle penny for a pigmy boat and then got home. As 
I went on and by chance, I found the bottle was cracked 
into some pieces in the basket which I carried along. My 
mother asked me if tbe bottle was safe, but I made no 
answer to her that it was cracked. She felt sorry and in­
formell me nothing about losing the cap and bottle. After 
some days I made up my mind to take a sail to see more of 
the river and banks, as long and as far as I liked; so I 
also entreated my mother for permission to go to London, 
who did not understand what I meant. 1 thought she 
granted me leave, and afterwards I took my little brother 
Henry, in such glee, and we walked together a long dis­
tance from our homes. Before we reached the pier, I paid 
two pence for a ticket, which would pay the fare to London, 
but I did not know that I would have to pay to get back. 
The passengers only pay eight pence. After that ~event we 
went through the large wooden bridge which was lately 
built, which led us to the steamboat, where we took and 
sailed across the bosom of the ex~ansive ri \'('1', about four­
teen miles, on our way to the ::::;uspension Bridge, Yery 
pl~asantly, .and hn:d a ,iew of the gun-ships, tugs, merchant 
.8hl ps, hospItal ShiP", The Steam-packets bend their fun­
nels so as to pass beneath the bridges. PassenO'ers are 
landed at these bridges, as London, Southwark, Bla~kfriars, 
\\ aterloo, Hungertord, Westminster, Vauxhall and Batter-

8ea. We did not get out of the Steam-packet, but stayed 
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in it till one or two hours rolled away, and then we arrived 
at Woolwich. 'Ve Ivere lett alone ,,·hen the passengers 
were ail gone. I did not know what town it was, but in a 
few moments I understood all, and then we made haste and 
got out of the Steam-packet. There was no ticket-taker on 
the pier when we passed along, because he thought, all the 
passengers were gone. ,Ve went home and I was surprised 
when I was informed that my parents were searching for 
me and could not :find me; that very day they sent me to 
the Institution at :Manche,ter, and in a letter which they 
forwarded to the head master of the school, lJy post, in­
formed him of my conduct. I was calleu into his presence 
in the parlor, and he signed to me from the letter; I under­
stood all, and my temper was immediately on fire, and I 
became very afraid. After a long time I lett him and went 
into the wash-room; the teacher and the boys wanted to 
know what I was doing, but I would not say anything to 
them. In about one week after, the head master mentioned 
to the teachers and pupils in the school, the circumstances 
of my case, and that I deserved punishment to be inflicted 
on my two hands; four hard blows on each with the 
gutta percha strap, sharp as a knife. 

My parents hbCI also removed and resided in Brewer 
Street; there was a large garden at the back of the house. 
In it there were only four trees, an apple, a cherry and two 
plum trees; there were plenty of gooseberry lmshes as well 
as black, white and red currants; there were different 
kinds of vegetables growing in it also. 1- was one bright 
day alone, and walked round the lovely garden, and in 
a few moments my temper began to have a desire for the 
puss which I had at home; so I went to examine after 
it, when I found it I brought it in my arms to a large 
basket, and put H in and shut it perfectly, for the purpose 
of giving puss a ride. At the time I took pleasure to draw 
the basket with a long string, which glided several times 
b .. tween the bushes, and soon afterwards, when I opened it, 
and wondered much how puss was gone; again I searched 
and found it in the house, and put it back in the basket, 
but it was all the same. I wondered not to see it the third 
time as it stole away from me. I soon became tired and 
lett it. Not many days after I sought for some other amuse­
ment; I took the kitten in my arms and climbed up the 

n 
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apple tree, and put it on one (If the highest !jran~hes and 
played with it among the verdure and small rIpe apples on 
the trees, but I did not take allY of them; I only took 
pleasure in seeing the kitten afl'aid, and I *-sed it as it 
could not gd down. I left it on the branches and then 
descended the trunk to the ground; so I sat down and fixed 
my attention on it for a long time, to see if it could get 
down itself; however, it was alarmed and could not; then 
I felt compassion and decided to climb up and reach it 
down, but it fell down and ran away. 

About Olle year aiter, when I returned home from the 
schoo), during the holidays, one afternoon I went to visit at 
Colonel Anderson's house, in the Horse-artillery Square, for 
pleasure, and when there I went into the stable, in which 
there were three hO)'ses and a little pony; this time I stood 
in the stab'e to see, with pleasure, what the well acquainted 
groom, Mr. Keef, was doing to the horses, and I saw him 
washing the feet of one of the horses with water, which 
was in a pail; theborse be was grooming was not tied to 
tbe stall. He had a boy who helped him and he was 
cleaning the pony. The passionate horse bad his head over 
the pony's back, and in a short time it seized the pony with 
its teeth and made it neigh, but I did lJot heal' it as my left 
ear, in which I could hear a little sound, was not towards 
it. 'lhe poor back of the pony was much hurt by the bite. 
When the groom heard this, I think he struck the horse a 
blow with his fist on the head, which caused it to become 
very savage, and, in a fearful manner, run round the stable, 
and kicked with its hind feet and plunged with its fore ones, 
and struck me a heavy blow with its iron shoe; I fell down 
on the straw under the pony and screamed very loud, as 
the pain was extren:ely great. The pails were thrown 
about in eYl~l'y direction. The glOom was also kicked on 
his leg and a small piece of flesh torn off. The groom, al­
though very much hurt, was active; he caught the horse 
by the head and bt'ought it to the manger and tied it up 
and.then he flogged it. When my paiu was gone he told 
me that he flogged it with a leathern bridle; but I was 
very angry with the horse, and compelled him to have an 
iron chain and flog it more and more than he had done as 
he deserved it all, bnt I was then ignorant and was 'not 
merciful. Soon after I looked and saw my 1ather speaking 
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to the 2:'l'oom about "hat I had 1'uffel'ed; he gave a com­
mand to the groom who made the pony ready and then 
put me carefully on its back; I took the bridle and was led 
by the groom on our wa,. to my !Lother's house. When 
the groom knocked at the door, she opened it, and at first 
she looked very glad, but she afterwards changed her be­
haviour when he told her of my affliction. I was brought 
in and laid on the sofa. When the night drew on, the 
doctor and friends attended me, and applied seven leeches 
which sucked the bruised blood out of my leg~ as it was 
swelling very much, but it soon got well. 

At one time my father bought a goat; he paid one so­
vereign to the man for the goat; it was very useful and 
supplied us with milk. My father built a small house for 
the goat to live in; I used to take pleaslll'e sometimes in 
cleaning it out j the goat always butted with its head 
whenever I put my hand or foot to its head, this it always 
did. '.Vas not this very fur.ny? One day my eldest 
brother, William, and myself, took pleasure in riding on 
the goat's back, which made it very furious, and it ran 
awkwardly round a tree several times, so that we nearly 
fell off. I did not recollect how long it was, but after this 
my second brother, named John, and myself, amused our­
selves very much; he tied the goat with a rope to a long 
heavy trunk which it could draw, that I wondered how of 
its strength, it ran through the gate from the garden to my 
father, who was making a rabbit cage, when he saw the 
goat, he boxed my ears for some minutes, he smiled, "dear 
father" answered I to him, that I did not intend to hurt, 
but my brother tied it himself-he did not confess it. Some 
weeks after, my father determined to sell the goat again, so 
I was ordered and led the goat with a string by my hands, 
and passed along with him from our homes and went 
through the marshes a long distance, and came in sight of 
a tavern on the railroad side. Dear friends, you see the 
tavern that I would not drink any strong liquors, nor taste 
the drops of them at all, for tear it will bring me into 
poverty. I am, in habits, a teetotaler. Before I reached 
the tavern, my father took fun and tried to go backward; 
and left me, however the goat followed him constantly as 
I could not draw it to the tavern. After that, as we came 
into the tavern, where a certain man who bought and paid 
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him for it, he opened itA teeth to see if they were good, in 
the presence of the men who were talking with each other •. 
In fact, we came out of it and walked with the man's Bon, 
who led it to his father's house. When my father hid, 
with one eye, behind the corner of thp. garden, and saw t~e 
goat which looked groaning, and the goat wandered 11s 
eyes in every direction to find my father, but a boy drag­
ged it into the house, and when I lost sight of it ilJstantly, 
the tears ran down my cheeks very much, and I sobbed 
deeply, and walked with my father on our way to visit Mrs. 
Courtman, whose husband was a Steward in the Royal. 
Military Academy. Having made this visit we retu!'ned 
home, where I would not be comforted, as my family tried 
to comfort me, and I was in tears constantly about the 
absence of the goat of which I was very fond. 

Dear friends,-The following ;s a brief filketcll of my two 
brothers :-My brother William was appointed tn be a 
doctor to study medicines; he continued two yeara, but he 
did not like it, therefore he left; afterwards he enlisted into 
the Royal Artillery; he was very fond of me, and gave me 
much pleasure to ride with him in the cars and steam­
packets to London and Greenwich. Every Sabbath during 
su.mmer, before I left school, we also went to Eltham, which 
is two miles ii'om W odwich, where we had a friend, Mr. 
Shrows, a milkman, he gave me plenty rides from Eltham 
to Woolwich; he has left there and went to Australia; and 
my second brother, John, \vho also enlisted in tho Royal 
Artillery as. a trumpeter, has left Woolwich and sailed 
to the Island of :Malta, in the Mediterranean Sea, where he 
had been for sixlear:;. When he arrived at Woolwich, he 
was so changed hardly knew him in his Corporal uniform 
of the Royal Artillery. He was very good and kind to me. 

Some time after, I played so gaily in my lovely and 
pleasant garden, and constantl'y m.Y eyes were drawn to a 
great cluster of apples on the branches of a tree which 
were spreading out over the goat's house, when I perceived 
the apples were vel'y big, and pertained to Captain Mac­
pherson, of the Royal Horse-artillery, aud that it was plea­
sant to my eyes. I then climbed up' without seeing any 
person to see me, and stood on the house, and it was very 
easy for me to take one apple thereot: After that time a 
ittle daughter of the Officer I!aw me; she ran out of my 
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sight and told her mother; my temper was instantly &truck 
with fear, and I tried to make my escape to my mother~s 
house, which is joined to the Officer's house. By chance I 
met Mrs. M , who did not tell me a word but ran to 
my house and informed my mother about my conduct. 
However, Mrs. M was very kind to give me lllany of' 
the beautiful painted pictures, representing the various 
scenes in the New and Old Testament. When I felt her 
kindness, I then returned to her an apple, though she would 
not take it. I will never steal any more. 

You may learn from this lesson that Adam and Eve dis­
obeyed God by eating the forbidden apple which brought 
all the world into a state of sin and misery. 

Having spent vacation at home with my parents, I 
returned to school at ltfanchester, where I continued seven 
years. As soon as summer holidays were gi yen, I returned 
to Woolwich, and found my parents removed to the 
Officer's Library in the barrack, R. A., where my father 
had been appointed to the charge of it. I was sometimes 
pleased .to help him to do his work in the interior, which 
was richly ornamented with the dining-room, libm!')" 
kitchen, &c. One evening I was alone playing and blow­
ing a pigmy toy trumpet, which I had got a loan from one 
of my little neighbors about this time, I blew it so loud, full 
of pleasure, that Captain Adye, who was sitting reading 
the newspaper by the open window ill the house, became 
so furious as to pursue me with a gun ir. his hand, this he 
did to frighten me, so I ran off as fast as I could. He did 
not catch me. Sometime after, when all was quiet, I tried 
to return to my home, but I had to be very cautious and 
make no noise, as I had to go along a passage where the 
Captain lived. I got flafely home and happy was 1. After 
this I took a large black dog from his house for pleasure, 
and led it for some distance over 1Voolwich common. 
",Vhen his attention was drawn to me at a little distance, he 
ordered one of his soldiers to take the dog from D.~e and 
bring it tQ him. He immediately ran after me, but I 
refused to deliver it up, and kept my hands on it; he be­
came much excited in bis face, which soon produced red as 
fire, and then strnck me with his open hand on my ear and 
I fell on the grass; the dog ran from me to its master, who 
was on his duty drilling the soldiers standing in a line. At 
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first Captain A. aid not know that I was deaf and 
dumb, but he was soon made acquainted with the fact, and 
he learned to spell on his fingers and so talked with me. 
Re was good and kind to me, but some of the curious 
Officers looked harsh and kicked me vel'y cruelly, without 
learniug that I was deaf and dumb, as I was playing up 
and down the stairs in the passage where they lived, and 
made noise and troubled them, they would kick me. Some 
were sorry for the cruelties as soon as they learned that I 
was deaf and dnmb, and gave me money. 

One night I walked with my companions through the 
common, fi'om the barracks, to see the little soldiers who 
used to play fifes and beat drums, aud marched seveml 
times outside the barrack. I began to shout very loud with 
pleasure, exactly like the roaring of a lion in the wild 
desert. But suddenly I was caught by the military sentinal 
who walked beside the gate, and he put me into the sentry 
box, and he watched me very much. As I sat in it and I 
began to be alarmed for some minutes, and I thought I 
would attempt to escape, but I was afraid that he might 
certainly shoot me with his gun, and kill me if I did. I 
came out of it and begged him for mercy, and that I would 
not ao it any more. How g-lad I was that he let me go 
free, and I returned home safely. 

CHAPTER IV. 

AGAIN AT WOOLWICH .A.FTER LEA..ING THE INSTITUTION. 

In the yearL854, I left the blessed Institution, where I 
was educated for seven years. I was not a good scholar, 
~t ignorant, when I left it; but I took great pains in 
learning to understand the book which I read very atten­
tive for several years, by the aid of Johnson's Dictionary, 
and it has imp!oved me. I spent my bappy dals at school. 
My teacher, Mr. Patterson, was a good and kmd teacher, 
and like a father to poor deaf and dumb boys. I have 
been a good christian for some time, but I soon became 
tired of God's service and fell into the old ~'tate of sin and 
sorrow, and my heart grew harder and harder. I repented 
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sometimes and asked God to forgive my sins, but I found 
great difficulty to get the Holy Spirit fr0111 him, und I 
thought that he woulc1 not forgive me. -When I was four­
teen years old, I was appointell to be a tailor for the Bugler's 
Military Clothes, under the llJatit"l"-tailor, So;geant ~Iurray, 
Royal Artillery, in \Voolwicb, aud I soon learned to sew 
some. but did not impron: as I did not like it. -Why so? 
Because my young comrades mocked and, intormed me that 
the taIlor trade is nasty and never makes a mau. I often 
left my work and went to Colouel Lake's hOllse. I was 
very fond of conversing with his wife, who was able to 
speak on her fingers. She knows my mother as an 
authoress, who wrote much poetry in verses; she wrote 
verses to Mr. Patterson, the deaf and dumb pupils' master 
at Manchester; he showed them to the gentlemen and they 
admitted me to school before I was six years old. My 
mother's books of poetry were sold for the pric(J of 3s. 6d. 
each. They were both g"ood christians. Mrs. L was 
kind and affectionate; slla gave me money and g')I,ll things 
to eat as often as I went to her house. I was lately in­
formed that her husband is appointed to a generalship in 
England, and also :Mr. Anderson, as a general in the army, 
in 1860. Sometimes, in the evening, my mother took her 
children and a few of our little friends to a very beautiful 
place, called Green Hill, which was very pleasant for the 
benefit of health. There is a soldier who keeps a watch 
over it. My mother tanght them of sewing in the cool 
evening dming summer for pleasure. -While we played 
there, I met Mrs. Colonel Lake by chance, who held me 
her camp stool, and I obeyed and carried it to her honse. 
The chief' building on these grounds is the Rotunda, which 
is raised on an elevated site, and was el'ected by George 
the Fourth. It is twenty-four sided, one hundred and twenty 
feet in diameter. In it is a museum for models of a naval 
and military character, and other curiosities connected with 
the two sel·vices. It is free to the public who wish to 
visit it. 

After some time, when my father found that the tailors 
did not give me much work to do, he sent me to the same 
trade under Mr. Jelley, on Brewer Street; I Bpent there 
many troublesome days, at last he dismissed me. Why ¥ 
Dear friends, because his men were very bad and teased 
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me very much by pricking me with needles, fOI" their plea­
sure ail thE; time, 60 I left and again went under Corporal 
Wilde, of the Royal Artillery. 

After my work was over, when I came home to my 
supper, I used to tak~ pleasu.re the rest of the eve?ing. 
Sometimes I played wIth my lIttle brothers; one evenmg I 
took them into the yard and put them in a wheel-barrow 
and trundled round the barrack yard !Several times. Their 
little faces were merry while they sat in it. When thus 
engaged, I saw a gigantic balloon which floated in the air; 
a small car was suspended from it, in which sat a gentle­
man; a number of broken ropes were hanging from it; I 
left the little boys and ran oft' as fast as I could; I felt 
wearied, for it was a long way and the balloon traveled very 
fast; at last the balloon fell down into a field behind the 
Royal Academy. A great many soldiers and other persons 
ran to it. 1,Ve became much excited aud broke the hedges 
down, and ran in among the trees where the balloon was 
and soon laid hold of the car. The gentleman who sat in it 
laughed at us. I wondered to see such a great thing. Some 
were very diligent and helped to fold the balloon in or.1er, 
and then to carry it to a cart, into which they put it. A 
number of us ran after it and shouted for joy, on its way to 
Blackheath. 1,Vhen the balloon was opened, the gas es­
caped, it had a very strong smell. 

One morning while J was at my Imsinees, I was informed 
by the tailors that the King of Portugal would visit Wool· 
wich ('.tI1lIllOn, at eleven o'clock that day; when I heard 
this I left work and started with juy for the Common, with­
out permis:"ioll of my master or tailor:::. I ran to have a 
sight of the pretty uniform of the young King, Princes, and 
and a number of his staft~ who were with him on horseback. 
His father~ the old King, sat in a carriage; his bosom was 
full of silver stars and medals, all very grand. They were 
all curiously dressed in dark blue cloth with gold laee, and 
caps with a gold star. A large detachment of artillery, 
who moved very speedily, fired the cannons, some soldiers 
~a.rched and the b.ands played so as to please these grand 
VISItors. The soldIers' pretty uniforms set oft' their outward 
appearance. The visitors then took a visit to the Royal 
Academy and Rotunda. After this they visited the Offi­
cers' Library in the barracks. They did 'not stop here any 
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longer,but soon rode fast away to visit Her Majesty's 
Arsenal and Dock-yard. Dear fi'iends-a great uumber of 
foreigners of high distinction visit Woolwich to inspect the 
place. I have seen distinguished persons, viz :-Queen 
Victoria, Prince Albert, and their family on horseback; 
the King of Sardinia, Prince and his staff; Prince Oscar 
of Sweden, and his three Princes; Prince F. William of 
Prussia; the Duke of Cambridge, Sir Robert Peel, and 
some of the other government officers, but I did not know 
their names; they looked very rich when in full uniform. 

One day, accompanied with my parents, I went to 
the Royal Dock-yard, and there I saw the great Albert 
Ship. The launch took place in the presence of several 
thousand spectators and boatmen who witnessed them. 
The Queen, Prince Albert and her family were on board­
it was the largest one in the world; it was a very wonder­
ful sight to my eyes. When they are all over, I separated 
from my parents and walked alone in every direction for 
pleasure to myself. I paid a visit to the four ships which 
were buildin~ under the sheds, I also saw a great. number 
of' war-shi.ps, 1 went into the" Madia," a steamship, quite 
fearless. and got Gown stairs, as I was anxious to see the 
boilers and engines. One gentleman came to meet me and 
and spoke to me, I !igned to him that I was deaf and dumb. 
I asked him to come and join with me and he gave consent, 
and we walked together into the cabins; soon after, I at­
tempted to open a door, and by chance let the key fall from 
the lock. When the gentleman heard the noise, it struck 
him with fear, and he began to escape from the cabin, I 
ran too and laid hold of the gentle~an's coat-tail; he pushed 
me from him with all his force fInd ran up stairs, and the 
naval officer ot:'ened the door and looked behind; when we 
got on the deck, a gentleman was very much excited and 
proclaimed to the Royal Engineers and Naval Sailors all 
that I had done, so they soon became excited; among of 
these was the mate, who went to see the Captain and spoke 
to him about my mischievous conduct. I asked the mate, 
when he returned, what the Captain said, he answered me 
that the naval officer opened the door when he heard the 
key fall, and saw m~ running up stairs. I told him I was 
thirsty and would like some water; he ordered the sailors 
to take me down into the cabin and gave me a snpper, they 

B2 
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informed me that they would soon set sail for the Baltic 
Sea for the purpose of fighting the Russians. Toward 
eve~ing I left the ship and walked alone for some yards, 
when I saw many gay :flags which ~ell from the tops of t.he 
houses; the policemen were gathermg them; I felt a desIre 
for Borne pleasure and resolved to help them, but was dis­
appointed that the policemen would not allow me to do as I 
pleased, and sent me home by the sign of his forefinger in 
motion; then I went and recognized the military drummer 
boy. and walked with him to tlle gate, where we separated 
and returned to our homes. 

Not Ulany days after this, while I was at work in the 
tailor's !lhop, I was informed that a deer hunt would take 
place that day; I felt happy when I heard this and deter­
mined to leave my work, so I rushed with a merry face 
through the common. I walked a long way till I came in 
sight of a large wooden house, placed on a cart, in which 
the deer was kept. The huntsmen were all dre,sed in red 
coats, white trowsers, Wellington boots, and blue velvet 
caps, fitting close to the skull; they were all on horseback. 
and stood in lines on both sides of the field. A man opened 
it and found the deer fast asleep, so he struck it with the 
handle of a whip so as to wake it, then it jumped out of the 
cage; they then let a white dog loose who hunted after the 
deer, who began to be frightened and then ran off as fast as 
possible, through the hedges in eveq direction for a long 
distance, but the dog could not catch it. As soon as they 
disappeared and the huntsmen with a great number of 
dogs then commenced to go and examine for it. I was 
very thoughtless and much excited, and climbed up over 
the hedges. I met an accident by sinking in a bog-hole, 
and was covered with much mud, though I did not care, so 
I started and followed them for some time. When I lost sight 
of the huntsmen, I returned home with muddy legs, and 
passed a young lady who ridiculed me and pointed her 
finger to my legs, that my parents will punish me, so I 
ju~ged by her countenance. As I came into my house 
qmte feadess, however, ~.y dear parents burst out laughing 
when they saw my condItIOn. My father wrote a few lines 
of poetry about me, but I am sorry to say I forget the 
words which he wrote. After dinner I went to work and 
was engaged at it out a few minutes when I was called into 
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the presence of my master, who was very angry with me 
for leaving mv work. He said to me in writing a paper,. 
"Where have you beeu away all the morning?" I an­
swered that "I went to see the deer hunt," and afterwards 
he told me "I had done wrong to see the hunting of the 
deer." He did not scold lIle and I then went on my bnsi­
ness for some time.. However, I again left there when he 
was gone away. I went to the stable and there I played 
with the horse, full of pleasnre, which was not tied up for 
a long time, bnt suddenly the tailor master ran very wild 
and dragged me from it and said tha.t it would kick me if 
I ventured it again. He did not punish me and I returned 
home. 

One morning I thoug-ht I wonld like to han a. ride, so I 
went into the stable and begged a. groom to give me a ride 
for entertainment, so he was kind and he gave me leave 
and made ready to put me on a horse which belonged to 
an officer. Then I rode on it and the groom behind me. 
We rode through the pleasant trees which surrounded the 
Rotunda, through the repository where pyramids of cannon 
balls are constantly deposited on the ground surrounded be 
the Frise de cheval, the b!\rracks, Greenhill and the mili­
tary hospital. It was a very pleasant view and vel'y inter­
esting to me. 

WEen the war with Russia began, there was a large 
force of artillerymen collected there and made ready to go 
to the Crimea, with cannons and wagons drawn by five 
horses to the Royal Dock-yard, to go on shipboard. The 
people cheered them, and the soldiers took oft' their caps 
and waved them in return. I am very glad that my two 
brothers, William and John, did not go to the Crimea and 
fight the Russians, but they were nearly ordered to g,') be­
fore the war is ended-they were both soldiers-they never 
went to battle. During the time of preparation I chanced 
to meet a young deaf and dumb boy, and I was very com­
fortable in eonversing with him in signs, but I could not 
understand him well, as he was educated at the London 
Asylum, so the signs taught there are not like the signs 
ta.ught at Manchester School; however, I understood 
enough. This deaf-mute's father was in four great battles, 
who was lately came from the war in the Crimea, and had 
silver medals on his bosom. We followed the soldiers to 
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the Dock-yard gate, but the sentry would not let us in. I 
wrote on a slip of paper to bim that we were very anxious 
to see them go into the ships, he went into an office near 
the g~te and held me ~ ticket and w~ got in. W~en I saw 
it we b~an to start wIth great alacnty, and weut III search­
ing till! found the war steamship " Jason," and I saw the 
artillerymen who were very busy engaged in carrying the 
cannon and wagons upon the deck of that ship by the 
means of the cranes ot! the side of the River Thames. I 
asked them "Would you be afraid to fight the Russians on 
the battlefield 1" and they answered me, "Oh, nothing but 
entertainment to beat them !" I got on the bowsprit and 
played about it, and rested ourselves, and looked around us 
to witness what tbe artillerymen were doing. We soon 
become thirsty and went seeking for water from the con­
victs, who were once robbers and thieves, and who wore 
yellow and red stripes on their clothes, and black painted 
hats on their heads, which looked very nasty. They are 
sentenced for different crimes and work as laborers for 
seven years. They sometimes disguised themselves and 
then escape. If the people find the convict deserters, they 
will have a reward of forty pounds for each. When the 
deserters are apprehended, they are ordered to be tied to­
gether by the two feet with iron chains, to prevp.nt them 
from running, which I often saw. There are two large 
convict ships for ill-behaved and another for well-behaved 
in the Arsenal, and also one in tIle Dock-yard. They have 
two decks in them. We went to the convict ship and asked 
the master, who came out of it immediately, in my usual 
way on a piece of paper, to let us see the interior of the 
ship and other things there, but he would not. After the 
close of the evening, after a happy satisfaction with what 
we saw, we returned and gave up our passes to the police­
men, then we separated and went home, each his own way. 
Dear friends, the artillerymen beat the Russians, amongst ot 
them were those who worked with me in the military 
tailor shop. ·When the war was over and peace with Rus­
sia proclaimed, they returned from the Crimea dressed in 
dirty clothes; they fought in and with long thick beards 
which made them look s::n-age, and not soldier-lib. They 
brought home property of the Russians taken in battle. 
After some time, I saw the Queen, Prince Albert, the Duke 
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of Cambridge and the Duchess of Kent, at a review; the 
Queen took !'l. lot of silver medals from a table, covered 
with an English flag, on Woolwich Common, and gave one 
to each soldier who fought in the Crimea; all stood before 
Her Majesty. Among t~em were two ,:ho had cocked hats 
and white plumes, and rlChly bound wIth gold lace; they 
had silver stars on the bosoms of their red coats. 

Not long after Ihis, one morning after breakfast, I went 
to my work and was engagedcl few hours, and when it was 
dinner time, the master-tailor asked me on his finrO'ers, "Do 
you go for my dinner and be a good boy." So went off 
to his "Wife who did not believe me, as she thought he would 
come to it; so I was kept two hours, and then she despaired 
and gave me the dinner, and when I came to the harracks, 
the master was not there; the door was shut and I put the 
dinner, which was in a basin, on an irvn fender close to the 
fire. After this, when I was working, these military tailors 
tried to please me and made me smoke; I gave consent and 
took a pipe, put it in my mouth and smoked it long, I 
never smoked before, which caused my head to become· 
very giddy, and they laughed at me l"ery much. When the 
master returned to his work and looked sour at me, and 
when he ate his dinner, he called me and put the basin ill 
my hand, so off I ran and he ran quick after me with a 
stick which he had in his hand; I then became very ex­
cited and ran down stairs quicker than he could, for I had 
two legs this time, and when I looked behind Illy back he 
ran still which made me run faster, so that he could not 
catch me. A number of the soldiers soon collected at the 
barrack windows to fix their eyes on me to know what I 
had done; I ran to his wife's house and left the basin and, 
was determined I would give up the tailoring business, and 
went in search of a situation as a carpenter, thinking it was 
the best trade to choose; at Jast I was permitted by the 
military cartwright master to learn the trade in the shop 
for a little time. I left it because I was so often disap­
pointed in finding the door locked on me so often; it was 
a poor trade. I only repaired the broken things and the 
naves of the gun carriages. I soon took it into my head to 
begin taiioring again, so I got into the shop of Mr. George 
Butler, Royal Engineers, where a doaf and dumh tailor 
was sewing ,bere; he was educated in the London Asylum~ 
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The shop faced the high wall of the Dock-yard on Church 
Street. As my mother removed from our place of residence 
a long way to Fox Place, in the hundred of Pll1m8te~d, I 
left the tailor and began carpentry under the mastershIp of 
Mr. Bennett, who lived the next door to us. Now, why 
did I leave the tailor? Because I would have to walk two 
miles every day to go to work. I spent two months w~th 
this carpenter and was dischar~ed. I was a very wlld 
fellow. When I could not get a trade anywhere, my 
mother did not know what to do; she then advised me to 
write a letter to Prince Albert, 80 I assented and wrote a 
letter tn him tor to get me work in the Arseual. Three 
days aL'3r, he sent me an answer on paper with gold edge 
and sealed with red sealing wax, stamped with the Qneen's 
Coat of Arms. I felt very gmteful and pleased to read it, 
as it told me I would get work in the Royal Dock-yard and 
so I took it and went to the gate and held the letter out to 
the Inspector, who took and read it, after which he said 
that he could not assist me in al1ything, and told me that 
the deaf and dumh men are n· It allowed to work there, that 
the foreman would not understand me; I said to him, 
" that I could teach him in a few minutes to spell on his 
fingers to we, and talk to me that wa,v:' He would not 
consent to gi,"e me work. This caused me great sorrow. 
I left him and walked home and told my mother about 
what had occurred. After some days I went again to the 
Arsenal with Prince Albert's letter in my hand, and \\'alked 
into the Laboratory Sqnare, I went into the office and one 
of the clerks took it to Captain Boxer, the Superintendent, 
and I was with joy employed in the fuze-room, at holes in 
shells. How happy I was then at work. 

The followmg is a copy of my letter written to His 
Royal Highness, Prince Albert :-

My DEAR PRINCE,-
'VOOLWICH, August, 1855. 

I am a deaf and dumb boy; I want to work in Queen 
Victoria's Royal Arsenal, in Woolwich. Men will not let 
roe work because I ~m d.eaf and dumb. Will you be g{)od 
to ask the Queen V lctona to let me work for her. You 
were kind to buy my mother's Poetry, and sent her money 
to get me many thing:::. I want to work to get money. I 
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want to be a smith and make arms to slav the Russians 
with my two brothers, who fight for Queen Victoria, in the 
Royal Artillery Regiment. My father heals sick soldiers 
in Smyrna Hospital. I am fifteen years old, great Prince. 

I am, 
Your obedient servant, 

GEO. S. CULL. 

The answer was lost on its way to my father at Smyrna, 
in Turkey, in Asia, during the time of the Crimean war. 

During ascension day, which was a holiday, a certain 
deaf-mute boy wanted me to go with him to the marsh, 
which is attached to the Arsenal, tor the purpose of swim­
ming, so I agreed and conversed with lum, of course by 
signs and spelling on the fingers, as we walked. When we 
had walked a long way and went thrrmgh the wooden gate 
to the marsh, we saw some !'hells which were left on the 
grass by the artillerymen, for it is in this place that they 
exercise. We enjoyed ourselves in the cool stream, for it 
was very hot weather. I saw a boy who was a goou 
swimmer, who dived down into the water and appeared 
again; I thought I would attempt it too, although I felt 
frightened, however, in a few moments I took courage and 
plunged in from the bank, but I felt myself going to the 
bottom; the water came into my mouth; I became excited 
and shut my mouth with my hands; I was in despair; I 
began to creep along in every direction, and I could not 
find tLe open air. After some time the boy saw my hand 
above the water; he caught my hand and rescued me. 
After we put our clothes Of A we parted, and I went home, 
but told nothing to my parents about it; I was afraid it 
would displease them very much. 

One day my brother John, who lately arrived from 
Malta, took me to London Bridge on the Railway, whence 
we took the steam-packet and sailed to Battersea Bridge. 
We were surprised to see the New Chelsea Bridge, which 
was not finished. When we came to the pier, we got out 
of the steamer and walked a long way, ill order to have a 
sight of the Royal Military Asylum, which belonged to the 
Duke of York, opposite the Pensioner Hospital in Chelsea, 
Dear London. The reason we went there was to visit our 
little brother, Henry James, the sixth son, who was receiv-



40 TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES 

ing his education. The boys are all dressed ill red jac~ets, 
with yellow lace, and black Scotch caps. They are drIlled 
regularly. Also, there is my little brother, Thomas David, 
the seventh son, is receiving his education in a large Infant 
Orphan Asylum in Wanstead, in the County of Essex; it is 
prettier than the Chelsea Military School. I have visited 
it often. Having made this visit and taken supper, we 
walked a long \\ a,Y to Pimlico pier, which is opposite 
Lambeth Palace. I said to my brother John that we had 
better walk to London Bridge, a distance of seven miles as 
when I was alone I often walked a distance of sixteen 
miles, from Battersea Bridge to Woolwich, but he wondered 
and ,"ct.'; afraid be would feel tired, so we again took the 
boat aut! again sailed for London Bridge; when we arrived 
at the station, l told him that I did not like to go home yet, 
as it was early in the evening, so we separated. I tvok a 
pleasant wa~k through the bridge where such a number of' 
omnibusses and masses of human beings continually passed. 
I visited the old tower of Loudon. After that I came to a 
tall monument and paid the keeper three pence, I stepped 
up a long winding stairs to the top, and I had a great view 
ot many houses and the river through a telescope. I 
think it is useless here to tell you of the public bujl'ljng~, 
gardens and parks, wlJich I visited while in London, as I 
often walked all around, at any time, and visited the 
British Musenm, St. Paul's Cathedral, Nelson's Monument, 
National Gallery in TrataJgar Square, Life Guards in Char­
ing Cros,;;, St. James' Park and Hyde Park, Buckingham 
Palace, Parliaillent House, W llllington Barracks, Kensing­
ton Gardens, Westminster Abbey, Zoological Gardens, 
Regent's Park, Great Fireworks and Crystal Palace in 
Sydenham. 

On starting' one morning I went to the Araenal. 'When 
the war was over with Russia and peace' proclaimed, and 
preparation were making in Hyde Park, Primrose, and 
Green's Park for fireworks to celebrate this event, a fearful 
explosion of gunpowder took place in the Royal Laboratorv, 
and there I had been engaged with my work. After some 
hours the workmen rushed forward with great fear ont of 
the dOill'S, and when I saw them I became very much ex­
cited and ran with a pale face across the men who had 
fallen on tLe floo)'; I e::itaped nnhmt, but a rocket nearly 
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struck my legs as it exploded at my feet. I found the 
smoke burst out of the interior magazine, close to the shop 
where I worked. It broke all the windows to pieces in the 
whole side of the square, and pyramids of balls flew up in 
the air; unfortunately three men were killed; a foreman 
was blown up to the wall of the office, his whole body and 
head was entit'ely broken into pieces; a carpenter was also 
killed by a missile entering the window of his shop while 
he was at work. But in God's merciful goodness the rain 
poured in torrents or more in3ury might have been done. 
The wounded and killed were brought to the Military Hos­
pitals in wagons; how kind God was to spare my life, and 
I had a narrow escape from the explosion three times. 

One fine summer which ~ave a brilliant color over the 
Zoological Gardens, and I liked to wander through it. The 
grounds are spacious, the shrubs and flowers attractive, and 
the walks kept in good order. I.fancied the different 
beasts, reptiles and birds at liberty in the places to render 
entertainment complete; they generally seemed very pretty 
and ran from one side to the other of the cages, both tame 
and sange. What a number of animals have I gazed on! 
Lions, Tigers, Ounces, Pumas, Jaguars, Leopards, epotted 
and striped Hyenas, Polar and Bornese Bears, Sloth Bear, 
Syrian Bear, Camels and Grisly Bears; when it was ap­
pointed time, the keeper Legan to hold out the horse· flesh 
through the cages with a long pole, and they seized it with 
great violence and screaming, then eat it very greedy; 
amon~st them were three lions, which roared very loud, as 
I conld feel it which fi'ightened me, and hyena could 
break the thickest bone very easy with its teeth. Also here 
are three bears, one brown, the other two were black, and 
there stand many gentlemen and ladies held some bread or 
cakes to them by the means of a long pole, or throwing 
some crumbs out ot their hands, and the bears climbed up 
a high pole, and what was remarkable they stood firmly 
with their great limbs together on the small round top of 
it; then they caught the crumbs with their mouths from 
them. When I went into the house with eager delight and 
contained some different Cats, Ocelots, Peccaries, Squirrels, 
Lemurs, Lynxes, Racoons, Ferrets, Weasels, Arctic Foxes, 
Mice, White Rats, Flying Squirrels. Clouded Tigers, &c., 
lind there are Ichneumons in packs, running very hand-
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some outside the house by the door. I begged the keeper 
for amns('ments, and that I wante(l to sec him playin~ with 
two Clouded Tigers, so he assented, and in order to alUuse 
me, showed how he lifted them up on a lligh plat~orm, but 
they fell down on the soft pallet of straw several tllnes, and 
also jumped over his shoulders; all this was very funny 
and pleased me very much indeed. Dear friends, when I 
was in Woolwich, Mr. Wombwell went into the lions' cage, 
of the menagerie, with a long whip in his hand which he 
held, and there he made two tigers who obeyed him and 
raised their feet on the bars cf the cage at the comer, one 
for each; in the meantime lie sat on the heads of two lions, 
and then opened their mouths and showed their teeth to 
me, and also to the spectators who witnessed them; also he 
held a hoop with his hand, and he commanded two lions 
and two tigers, w1::o obeyed him and jumped through the 
hoop many times. Aiter that he went to the large glass 
box, out of which he took a long Boa Constrictor and 
twisted it, which crawled round his body and hands, aud 
also two young ones about the same; he let the head of the 
Boa come into his mouth and felt no harm. 

What a goodly collection of the feathered race have I 
seen :-The white bosomed Pelican, the bare-necked 
Vulture, the strong winged Condor, and the crooked 
beaked iron taloned Eagle, warlike Ostriches, the Emeu, 
the Cassowary, the Crane, Silver Pheasants, Chinese 
Poultry, crimson feathered Flamingos, Adujant, Storks, 
Herons, Kites, &c., and when I went into the parrot-house and 
there r saw many pretty painted Parrots; how they climbed 
their cages, holding the wires with their crooked bills. 
There was a pretty Toucan amongst them; and I liked to 
see the Canaries, Humming-Birds, Kingfishers, birds of 
Paradise, Hornbills, Macaw, Jays, with a hundred other 
kinds of a small size. I could not hear the melody of their 
s0l'!-gs, although I could feel them, because it was a great 
nOlse, for thp.re were a great many curious birds which ut. 
tered vocal sounds expressive of pleasure. They appeared 
to have more interest when I see them. 

There are two Hippopotamuses in the pond. I threw a 
st?ne into its mouth and caused it to look very crOiS, which 
fr~ghtened me, and when its mouth opened it struck me 
WIth great wonder and dread; it is largest than that of all 



OF GEORGE SllIUEL CULL. 43 

other animal's mouth. One Egyptian put a wooden stick 
on its lJack as it walked, and then dived altogether beneath 
the surface, and the stick fell down from its back and in­
stantly it seized the stick. Again it emerged out of the 
water several times. I saw the Giraffees, Rhinoceros, 
Bea,ers, Porcupines, Esquimaux Dogs, Bisons, Zebras, 
Quagga, ·Wolves, Badgers. Wild Cats, &c. After these 
things, one day the keeper took a huge Elephant out of the 
prison and then put a small cal' on its back; he made it to 
kneel down on the ground, I then got on it when it rose 
and stood up. I began to be frightened to see myself so 
high up, and I rode, and was led by the keeper who held 
his ear with a stick, about the delightful garden for some 
distance and back. Oh! it was a fine ride and amused 
me. 

There was a lady who I perceived took pleasure to tease 
the Orangoutang with her silk parasol, while he sat on a 
large stump of the tree in the cage, and he was very fierce 
and dragged it out of her hand through the bars, and tore 
it with his arms and mouth; the lady seemed not sorry for 
losing it, but went away. I also liked and saw Apes, 
Baboons, Monkeys, Kangaroos, Blands, Antelopes, Oha­
moises, &c., and the reptiles and fishes. I used to go to 
the Zoological Gardens, Regents Park and Surrey, in Lon­
don, for that purpose, as I was very anxious to see them 
four times. 

CHA.PTER V. 

AT NEWTOWN ROBINSON, TECUMSETH, OJUNTY OF smCOE, CA­

:WADA WEST. WINTER JOURNEY AND RELATION!!. 

At this time I was seventeen years of age. I had tried 
many trades but never learned any of them thoroughly. I 
became weary in consequence of the teasing and torment­
ing I received from my fellow workmen. I think I 
would have done some good in the Royal Arsenal had I 
not been frighthened by an explosion, so I determined to 
leave England for America, 8S America is a better country 
for the poor, where my uncle lived. At this time my 
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brother William had returned to my house from Aldershott, 
he was discharged, having obtained the rank of Sergeant in 
the Royal Artillery, where he had served five yea:s ~nd 
five months; he was discharged on account of palpItatIOn 
of the heart, being unwell six months in the hospital. My 
mother was very kind to keep him, as well as myself, with­
out charging for our board. My mother sent him and my­
self away before her to London, promising to see us again 
in the evening in which we would stop in London Docks 
till she came to meet us at the ship, and pay us money. 

On the 2nd of March, 1857, having bid our friends adieu, 
we got on board a steam-packet with our baggage, which 
consisted of three large boxes and a carpet bag; we landed 
at the Thames Tunnel, where I remembered some years ago 
that my mother and myself were down stair:', which were 
very long, with many steps to the bottom, we walked a 
long distance, about a mile, through the black tunnel under 
the river on which steamboats sail, &c., the wh0le is ligh~Dd 
with gas and every jet appears like a star in the midst of 
the darkness. There are a good many shops occupied in it, 
which has a curious appearance. There are two ways 
joined together which make but one tunnel. But I must 
return to the Thames Tunnel pier, and tell you that my 
brother and I landed at it, and from that place we went to 
the London Docks, nnd came in sight ',f a large ship with 
two decks in it, called the .. American EaO'le," this was the 
ship we were to go in. 'Vhen the e"enin~ was come I was 
informed that my mother was lery diligent in searching for 
us, but we missed each other. Early on the next morning 
a steam-tug took the ship in tow, and we proceeded in this 
way to Gravesend, where the tug left us. I saw Gravesend 
where I visited ~osherviJle Gardens some time ngo, and 
also I saw Fort TIlbury, where my brother .J ohn was sta­
tioned; he left that place and went to Portsll1011tb, got 
married, and is a Sergeant in the Royal Artiller.y, in Leith 
Fort, near Edinburgh, Scotland. We sailed t.hrough the 
English Channel, where I saw large rocks by the Lands end, 
and Eddystone Lighthouse near it. We sailed into tbe At­
lantic Ocean; it was a deep and a new thing to me, and I 
felt very uncomfortable for six weeks, tossed np and down 
by th.e gr~at waves which made me very giddy, but I was 
not SIck like the rest of them; many a tumble did I get 
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when walking on the deck. During t~e passage I liked to 
see black dolphins "ho dived in the water, and the sea 
gulls followed us. I first saw a poor sailor fall from the 
main mast and was killed; it was a sad sight to see him 
cast out on a board with weights on it into the deep ocean. 
Oaptain Moore was a good man and read tl.e X ow Testa­
ment for the passengers; when the sailor was about to be 
thrown over, all the passengers came aroulld him. ,Ye 
reached N ew York in six weeks, and when we came near 
it, a steam-tug came to us and pulled the ship. I was "ur­
prised to see it. ,Ve had ayretty view of Lr·ng Island, Sandy 
Hook, and the cleaIi whIte houses and tall trees on the 
sides of the bank which is the finest place in America. 

I must now tell what happened me in the new world, At 
sunrise we landed at Oastle Gardens and took a favorite 
walk through the city. I was Yery much disappointed at 
seeing it, and it is not so handsome or fine a8 I .. ondon city, 
but only large shops in N ew York. One day my brother 
took fun and put a bottle in his month that was not liquor 
in it, and pretended to be drunk and ruined with pleasure. 
and then ran to stretch his arms round the woman who sell 
oranges, as he thought he was glad that we arrived here 
from England safely, and the people laughed at us. After 
that I walked with Lim along, as three men followed us, and 
he speit Oll his fingers and said to me that they ~re very sly 
and want money. A s we came to the steamboat, which 
was strange to me, and sailed in the evening up the River 
Hudson, a distance of 153 wiles, along with two other 
steamboats which were fastened to the middle steamboat on 
both sides as far as Albany, whellce we took the cars and 
pursued our journey very Yio~entl'y on the railroad track, 
of which the track is poor, and I was disappointed at seeing 
it. We travelled through a range of hills of a tremendous 
height, which was covered with dense woods, the river 
winding all the way close by a Lorder of <1eep~ravines, and 
I wondered to see it as I looked through the window of the 
cars. Aft~r three days' travelling on the Great Western 
Railway, we arrived in Toronto, the capital of Oanada 
West, in the morning. We did not take our luggage till 
after breakfast, and to my grief I found my box was stolen 
on the way 01' at the station. I became excited and began 
a diligent se:uch for it, but of course it was not there. I 
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entreated my brother to) wait, and not to go to Bradford 
till I searched more, but he had no compassion for me; 
indeed he nearly starved me on the train coming, as he 
kept tl;e money; and also he did not give me breakfast in 
Toronto. Dear friends, I hope you will make out my box, 
it was painted black and white painted words on it as fol­
lows :-W. R. Cnll, R. A. It had two volumes of the 
,; London Illustrated News" from January to December, 
1856, which I bought every Saturday in London for 5d., 
and some for 1011. They were richly bound with gold edge 
and full of many colored pictures and valuable clothes, with 
presents from my ii-jends in England, and after three years 
elapsed I was informed that the box was sold in Hamilton. 

At four o'clock in the evening we took the cars at the 
Northern Railway Station and travelled a distance of forty 
two miles to Bradford, a pretty village of the County of 
Simcoe with great marshes, and also :kiver Holland which 
flows into Lake Simcoe. I looked through the windows and 
had a view of some of the fields, some of which were full 
of nasty rotten stumps, and there are many trees falling 
from decay by the roots. The cattle were feeding 
in the fields, some of them looked very well, but the 
crooked fences destroyed their beauty somewhat. I never 
saw the like of them in England. The country was sur­
rounded in a great many places by beech, maple, hemlock, 
cedars and balsoms, amongst of them are maple which is 
making sugar from the sap of it. When the cars stood at 
the Station we got out and walked half a mile to Bradford, 
and staid a night at the tavern. N ext morning, after an 
excellent 1 ,reakfast, we took a ride in the Royal Mail Stage, 
which ran six miles to Bond Head, and afterwards about 
three miles to ?\ ewtown Robinson, a small village of the 
township of :recumseth, and County of Simcoe, where my 
uncle John lIved, one mile from there. Before we reached 
my uncle's house I sn \V many bunes lying on the gr a,.s. and 
thought the wild beasts devoured the flesh. I was Yery 
much afraid to see it, as if I thought they will sc:(.n devour 
me; but I was informed they were frozen tn death. As we 
came closely to my uncle~s house, where we were directed 
by James Law, we were very much disappointed to find 
that it was built of log trees, and very low. I feared they 
were POOl". At that time my heal-t became unhappy as in 
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England. I thought his house was large and that he was 
rich and we came into his house. We recognized my wel­
come aunt, who was left alone, a.; her husband was at work 
in the field. After we had waited for some minutes my 
uncle John and his brother returned fi'om work with two 
horses, 'which he held, and then shook our hands and wel­
comed us with much delight as soon as they learned tllat I 
was Lis nepllew. His name is John Robinson. My aunt is 
my mother's sister. My uncle has only fifty acres of 
land, and their crops are wheat, oats, peas, turnips, and 
potatoes. I was afterwards satisfied with his house, as I 
spent thirteen months there, and worked at the tanning 
business with him. It was so very hard work for me to do, 
I did not like it, so I determined to leaTe work, thinking 
that shoemaking was a better trade, and that as soon as my 
mother arrived here from England I would ask her to let 
me go to make shoes. My brother William would not like 
to be a farmer. He was appointed to be a clerk in Mr. 
Chan tIer's store at Newtown Robinson, as also in Vono 
Mills, and at last he was appointed to be a Sergeant-major 
to a volunteer field battery of horlle artillery under Captain 
Goodwin in Toronto, and after two years he went to Eng­
land, m,d he nevel' wrote a letter to my mother all the 
time . 

.My mother arrived here from England on the afternoon 
of the 14th of September, IS5,'3. I had been working in a 
field among peas for some hours when I was called by my 
cousin Eliza~ 'who is the tall d~ughter of illy uncle. I 
taught her to spell on her fingers and she became accus­
tomed with it and so talked with I/le very well. I felt sure 
that my motller must be present. However she did not tell 
me that my mother was in my uncle's house, I left my 
work and went home, when I was surprised to see my 
mother, who was talking with her sister and friend~, and 
then welcomed me; after which I became very uneasy and 
tQld her about many sorrowful subjects about the house 
and business, but she made me no answer. 

One .... intry morning when I found that my mother did 
not come home for a long time it caused me to be very 
uneasy about her absence, so I went to my uncle J ahn's 
brother's house, a few yards from my uncle's, where I 
asked hi" little daughter, "Where is my mother." But 
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she said to me that my mother is at Daniel Osman's farm 
housc, who lives seven miles from here. After a brief time 
I started for joy and set out myself to walk on the road, 
which "as still covered with snow for four or five months, 
on which there were many white little birds either hopping 

. or flying to be seen, but I did not see white hares. After 
six miles' journey I was astrayed and performed ten miles 
·on foot and conld not find where Mr.O--'s house. But 
I was glad that the carpenter knew him when I went into 

. his house where I made enquiry about the place, and 
,directed ~e that Mr. Osman llvcd near Pennville, south­
ward. What was my disappointment to find I was on the 
wrong road and had gone back four miles out of the way 
west, which troubled me very much. After searching for 
a long time I found t!lat I went into Daniel Osman's house 
and there my mother was very much surprised at my com­
ing, and welcomed me with much delight, and I t..>ld her 
some particulars. After that I told her that I wished to go 
to\\Jronto to search for a shoemaker. She would not con­
sent, so I declined not taking her advice. Toward morn­
ing I went out of the house and then walked three miles tc> 
the next farm honse, where the owner called me a fool and 
said that I will find fur. O's house up west, but was 
astrayed. I conversed with him on my sorrowful subjects 
about astray, but he made no answer, although he knew 
him. I staid a night with him. I said to him in the 
morni!1g, "Will the farmers be very kind to keep me for 
nothing, if I would attempt to go to Toronto without 
money." Oh, yes! they will, so I believed and determined 
to do so. After these things I again set out myself to 
walk for a long way in different directions. Atter passing 
Brownsville and Lloydto\vIl, when I came into the strange 
farm house, where I asked for a night's lodging, but the 
owner refused to grallt my request, and said that he cannot 
keep me, and I must go to the tavern, which friO'htened 
my idea as if I thought I mllst starve to death, anJ' better 
go home back. So I tried to ~o into the next house, where 
I was glad and kindly received to sleep for the night .. as 
though I would not like to go home, but I \\,:15 very suc-
c~ssful in t~le, morning and puraned Illy journey on toot, a 

·dlstance of fitty-one miles, as fast as I could, and sometimes 
walked slowly on, which made me teel warlll, although the 
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weather was severely cold. The weather ~g very cold in 
winter and hot in summer, more so than m England. I 
wondered at the farmers who tl'eated me most hospitable, 
and did not want to charcre me anything for my boarding 
and lodcrings, when I ask~i them for them. They emigrated 
from se~eral of their old native countries. I have sometimes 
walked through the long forest of thick pine, which were 
over my head, ill which I have b~en informed that there 
were wild beasts, such as Wolves, Bears, Lynxe'!!, Panthers, 
Wild Cats, Wild Dogs, Ground-hogs, Beavers, Snakes, &c. 
I wondered why they never came ont of the solitary forests 
to the road (which wa.q cleared up) and spring on me during 
my journey. Before I arrived in Toronto, a sleigh came uj:) 
in which was a gentleman, who rode and passed me, and I 
ran after him and begged for a ride, so he made a stop 
and I approached him) but he drove off from me. It was 
all the same; I was mocked by him the third time as it ran 
away from me, which made me feel mad, and I followed 
him constantly, very quick, but I was sorry that he did not 
look behind his back at me, that he may wonder at me 
When I lost sight of it, and immediately my eyes caught, 
behind my back in the distar.ce, another sleigh cuming, aod 
began to run very fast fJr three miles, and passed the farmer 
who drove the yoke of oxen, who wondered to see me, for 
my whole head and body WllS covered with great drops of 
perspiration, however, I was sOl'ry that I again lost sicrht of 
it, which ran in a distance before my back. I went iuto 
the house, when the farmer wondered and was moved with 
compassion and made ready, very quick, for my dinner 
but I did not want it, as I had it some minutes ago, so h~ 
drew out some coppers out of his pocket and gave me. 
After that I became serions and walked. When I had 
arr.ived in Toronto, after a long jom'ney, (without being 
fatIgued,) I looked for a shoe-maker, with whom I might 
learn the business; I experienced great difficulty but at 
last I was informed of' him, but that he would ch~rge me 
twenty pounds, and I would have to keep myself in clothes' 
I went ~nd saw him and conversed on different topics: 
After thiS I frequently took a walk for pleasure' one day 
I came in sight of Lake Ontario; I wondered to ~ee such a 
great n~mber. of citi~ens s~ating on the ice, others in small 
boa~ WIth salls, whIch slIdes very fast by the blast of a 

c 
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wind; sleiO'hs amll:orses also, TIJere was a wooden bouse 
with one fl~g, which stood on the ice on the lake. When 
the evening came, I had kindly received a free ticket by 
the Superintendent of the Northern Railroad, and took the 
cars at a rapid rate to Bradford. The place where I slept 
for the night in Mr. Algeo's Tavern. 'Vhen the morning 
dawned, I set out myself to walk, on fout, ten miles up the 
Plank Road, when the snow melted and became water and 
mud, which gave me much trouble, and came as far as my 
uncle's house. On entering into the house~ my mother and 
uncle wondered, and welcomed me, how I could travel 
without money, and I did not see them for five days. I 
told her the full particulars which had happen~d to me 
with the shoemakers in Toronto, though she told me that I 
had better to go with her to the State of Virginia, in the 
Southern States of America, where my uncle lived, and he 
may give me better work; I gave consent ~l1d wa~ glad 
to go. 

After some days, I llIad~ up my mind to take a long walk 
to see more of the country, as 10nO' and as far as I liked, so 
I entreated her and aEked her if she had no other friends to 
see. I was gladly informed that I have a cousin named 
Elizabeth Hydes, who lived three miles below Acton, in the 
Township of Esquesing, County of Halton, gnd also my 
uncle's friend, named ~h. Kent, who liYes three miles 
above N orval, as far as ten miles from my cousin's 
house, and I would have to walk about eighty·six miles 
from here. I told my mother that I can walk all the way, 
and she answered me \In her fingers that I must not go till 
the rc,ad is dry; it was very deep mud. After I became 
tired and could not bear to stop at home longe,', so I took 
two books which my mother wrote, and also two letters, one 
for M,,, Kent, and the other for my cousin. I put my cap 
011 my head and went out of the house. After bidding my 
mother farewell, and put my feet on the road, 'and I was 
COlrpletely swamped with much mud and water, which 
gave me much trouble, though 1 did not care for. it. I 
walked, o~ fo~t, twe~ty-fi\'e miles, to Kingsyille, in one day. 
One mornmg m Aprl], I again set out myself to walk upon 
the hard fr?sty road, and 'passed a weat many fields which 
were clearm~ to make It ready for crops. 'lhe farmers 
were plollglung the furrows with the yoke of oxen and 
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horses. I also liked to see the beautiful plumages of the 
warbling birds :-Robins, Canaries, Blue-jays,W oodpeckers, 
Gray Birds, Eagles, Wood Pigeons, Owls, Hawkes, &c.; 
they are very pretty and clothed in the richest colors of 
scarlet, blue, orange, gl·een, yellow, brown, and white, and 
black, but I could not hear the melody of their voices j. also 
the different pretty colors of the curious butterflies and 
insects j but I could feel the blood-sucking and stinging 
mosquitoes. One night I wondered to see the fire-flies 
which generally flew and appeared like stars in great num­
bers, as I never seen them in Eng-land. 

When the sun rose as soon as It took the frost away from 
the road, which also gave me much trouble to my feet, as 
I walked four miles to Kleinburg, from the tavern where I 
took a night's lodging free. I often turned Hcross to the 
right hand and pursued my journey, on foot, through the 
thick pine forests which gave me a pleasant view of an open 
space-the wind whispered among the trees. The black, 
red and striped squirrels are often to be seen leaping from 
bough to bough, or along the fences. At a distance of 
about three miles from Whitehead, I met Mr. McCarry, an 
English minister, on horseback, and I took a piece of paper 
which I wrote on and said to him, "Which way do I go to 
Churchville?" After that he pointed his forefinger out to 
the ground to where some papers fell out of my hand, so as 
to say that I mnst take them from it, so I did it. He wrote, 
afterwards, and answered to me that I will come to my 
house, and directed me where he lives in Burwick, but I 
said to him that I had no time and must go to see my cousin, 
and promised that I would go and see him again, after 
the visit to my cousin and wished him farewell-this done, 
I went from him and tLen walked as fast as I could, and I 
felt very clever, and came to a farm house, where 1 made 
enquiry for Brampton. I was disappointed when the farmer 
told me that the brillge was taken down which crossed the 
Humber River, which caused me '{cry uneasiness, as I 
wanted to go over it to Brampton. I turned back and 
walked two miles to Claireville, and from that place I 
walked slowly four and a half miles up the muddy road, 
after passing Grahamsville, and came in sight of the Rail­
way Crossing, with two posts planted on the Railroad side, 
as it keeps us from danger to cross it when the people look 
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at it, so that they will know if there are the Rail way cars to 
run on it. At night I found a farm house and staid there for 
tho night. At snnrise, after breakfast, the farmer wanted 
me to call there again, and I promised him and wished him 
good morning. He said to me that the cars are not allowed 
to run on the Sabbath day at present. When I scrambled 
up the bank, a few yards from· his house, and stoodl on the 
Railroad track, which caused me to feel afraid, thinking 
that the cars may run over me, as I never walked on it be­
fore. After some minutes I took courage and pursued my 
journey, on foot) on it eleven miles, and then passed to 
Brampton and afterwards to Mount Pleasant, and arrived 
in N orval Station. When the Station-master saw my shoes 
were awfully rotten and old, for I had traveled for about 
sixty miles on foot, he gave me a good pair of boots, which 
suited my feet very well, and after that I thanked him for 
his kindness, and then walked uncomfortably up the deep 
muddy road, G djs~ance of one and a half miles to N orval, a 
beautiful small village which is situated near 3 rising ground, 
with the Credit rivel' running through it; whence I was 
put on the Plank road, which is well :,ettled by the faJ'l1lers~ 
and followed my jOlll'lley three miles, and was directed and 
came in sight .)1' a large white frame house, where Mr. Kent 
lived. As I came i.nto it, when I sat on a chair for some 
minutes, till :Mr. K--- came home, I held one book and 
letter to him, who read it; after that he said to me that he 
dill not see my uncle John for fifteen years; you could stay 
here for some days, nntil I come back here from Toronto, 
to which I will go to-morrl)w morning. He has large farm­
ing stock and also two hundred acres of land; also eeven 
sons and five daughters. :My uncle worked for him, and 
his house was burnt up when he was away; he looked for a 
place where he found neal" K ewtown Robinson, and settled 
there. 

After spending one week, when Mr. Kent returned here 
from Toronto, I bid him good-bye and rHurned in a long 
walk, four and a half mile8, to the same station, where I 
took courage and successfully attempted to set out myself to 
walk on the Railroad track nine miles, after passing George­
town and Limehouse, to Acton, a small village neal' a large 
pond. How careful I must have heen to look out for tbe 
cars, but I watched for the smoke which flew up from the 



OF GEORGE SAMUEL CULL. 53 

steam engine among the trees. There were some of the 
cars passed when I was on the track of Grana Trunk Rail­
way. I was directed to my cousin's house and walked upon 
the road, which was still co\'ered with mud yet three miles 
to it. When I had walked within two miles of the house, I 
noticed some of the farmers who were helping to build a 
log houso for a stranger, and felt sure that my cousin's 
husband must be present, so I tried to ask the farmer, who 
read a piece of paper which I wrote to him, and he went to 
call Mr. Hydes, who came to me; I held my motber's letter 
to him and he took and opened and read it, and soon after­
wards he welcomed me and directed me, by the sign of his 
forefinger, to where my cousin lived; I soon saw my cou"in 
who never saw me before, and she understood all when she 
read the letter. I spent a bappy few days in stopping there. 
She has four daughters and three sons; also one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. One morning I walked along with 
her two daughters through the decayed and new trees, and 
there I helped them to make sugar from the sap of the 
maple trees. I used to split some wood for the fire, so that 
they fermented the sap, to become sugar, in a large pot 
which hung over it. How careful I have been to cut off 
the high standing birch tree, with an axe, so that it fell down 
to the ground, as I used to do in my uncle's field. Sud­
denly I saw one of the beasts, which ran from bush to bush, 
which instantly struck my feeling with alarm, and ran to 
tell them that I saw a wolf. They begun to be afraid and 
run too. As soon as the man appeared we found it was a 
dog who walked with him. In fact, when we came to sup­
per, I was informed that Mr. Hydes heard a sound that the 
tree fell down which I chopped, and he said that I would 
take care, as there were three men killed by felling the 
trees on them when they cut them. I was surprised to hear 
that. After having spent two weeks there, my cousin 
wished me good bye, and I went away, and the two daugh­
ters, who walked with me for one mile, where we were 
separated and bade them adieu. At the place I became 
much excited and walked very quick five miles, through a 
large settlement called Scotch Block, after passing 
Ashgrove. When I becalue very hungry, I went into a 
large white farm house, where I kindly received some 
dinner. After that I said, to the farmer, that I traveled 
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from m'y c(usin's honse, but he answered that it is very 
wrong j0r you to travel on foot, because it was Easter 
Sunday. I said to him that I had better stop here till to­
morrow morning and nut sin, so he was pleased, and the 
following day I wished him farewell; he also gave me a 
quarter of a dollar. After this time I returned after a long 
rapid walk in the odious dim and damp weather, to Mr. 
K 's house, where I also spent one week; when I be­
came tired to stay there so long, and being anxious to go 
home and please my mother; so I wished him farewell 
who was kind, and gave me fifty cents, and his wife a lot 
of big sweet apples also. After supper, I then returned to 
Norval Station, where I also took supper, as the master . 
made me have it, and said that he hoped that I would walk 
home safely all night without hunger if I eat it too much. 
During that time he said to me, "Can you be careful to 
look out tor the cars 1" Oh! yes I can. After that he 
gave me some papers which I would give to the people for 
the directions, so that I would go home safely without going 
astray. I then set out myself to walk on the Railroad track 
with eager delight, and performed a distance of eleven and 
a half miles, and my step was handsomer and lighter, and I 
went vel·Y quick, like a deer, and came to the same farm 
house where I spent all night, as he wished me to call 
again. However I did not forget to look out for the cars, 
which passed me so often. One morning, when I came out 
of the house, I walked very smartly for many miles, to 
Burwick, where I was obliged to pa.y a visit to Rev. Mr. 
McCarry, who I met near Whitehead lately: the door was 
opened by him, he was pleased and recognized me, and I 
went in, and after that I conversed with his middle aged 
son, and he delighted me by many things, and I spent 
there two days. I helped the son to dig in the garden-he 
came with me and stood outside the wooden gate, and said 
to me, "Will you call to see me again ~ No. Then he 
said.to me that you don't know." After that some boys 
carrIed and showed us many dead bones. I wondered 
when they told me that they were Indians who were killed 
in the forests on the elevated hill a few yards from here, 
where they fought many yea.rs ago. Then I wished him a 
happy good morning and went from him, and as I retu,ned 
home for a long way in two days, which soon regained my 
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_strength, and the farmers wondered very much bow quick 
I could walk. There was a boy who ran into his house 
when he wondered to see me, and his mother soon appeared 
at the door to see me, as I pao[>ed along. 

I made my mother and inmates to be snrprised, however, 
after a few days. I was determined to spe more of the 
country, as it was very interesting to me, therefore. I en­
treated my mother to tell me if she had more friends; after 
which I was glad when she informed me that I have an 
aunt named Mrs. Margaret Miller, who lives near Muno 
Mills, thirty miles from here. I took a book and letter, and 
my mother told me that I must not walk so fast, or else I 
would be killed with weariness, however, I did not care, 
and began to tollow my journey still faster on foot, through 
the delightful country, which was bright with sun. I met 
a foot-traveler, who cannot read a piece of paper, as I asked 
that which way do I want to g@ to Mono Mills, so he joined 
with me and immediately I saw a great number of wild 
pigeons on the trees. I would like to shoot them for food, 
but I am sorry I have no gun to carry with me. As soon 
as we got within reach of a lady, I ran to her with a paper, 
so that she might read and give me direction exactly; but she 
began to be alarmed and ran to her house; the foot-traveler 
soon became very excited to run to her house to see what 
is the matter, though I took coura~e and went into the 
house where I told the inmates all right, then they burst 
into a laugh, and asked me if I wanted to have something 
to eat, but I told him I had it, and then directed me 
exactly. I then set out to walk as fast as I could, and met 
the foot-tmveler, who came out of of the house at first 
where I waited for a long while, when he was away. I still 
laughed Tery much as I walked along with Lim; as soon as 
he became mad he met an old woman and told hel' about 
me. I separated and performed violently through the 
forests on a good road to Mono Mills, and there I made en­
quiry in the Post Office for the home of my aunt. How 
disa.ppointed was I that the master and the villagers did not 
know her. From thence I walked one mile, to a large 
white house cunnected with a tannery, where I met with a 
kindly reception from William Campbell, Esq., tu sleep for 
the ni~ht. One night I was talkin~ with him in writing 
by a pIece of paper on the desk, ana said to him that I bad 
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walked twenty-eight miles frvm my uncle's house, in 
one day, for search of Mrs. Miller. When I told him my 
name, I was surprised to learn that my brother William 
had been clerk with him, and he showed me a large cash 
book, in which my brother used to write. He lias two 
large tanneries in Orangeville and near Mono Mills. 

After breakfast in the morning, the master did not know 
where was the house of my aunt, but asked me whether I 
will try to go to Orangeville, or Mono Oentre, so that the 
latter I judged was the place to find her. I then put my 
feet on the right road, but it was dew and foggy, so that I 
could Bee little, and at last I came to a school houl'le ten 
miles off where I was glad that the master knew my aunt, 
and said to me that she is very poor and lives fiye miles 
from here. J was disappointed to find I was on the wrong 
road, and had gone back five miles out of the way. After 
five miles' walking, I entered into a farm house, where the 
farmer, who knew where my aunt lived, he walked with 
me up the high rising ground through the thick forests, and 
I was high spirited and walked off as fast as I could, how­
ever, he got hard work to walk with me, and he soon be­
came tired and wondered at me very much; soon we came 
into the small log house where my aunt lived. I gave her 
a book and letter; when she heard the contents, she cried 
for several hours; soon after she understood all right and 
welcomed me, and I staid there for two days. 

Her husband, who was my mother's brother, was 1..illed 
by falling from the top, while he was building the log house, 
and also my aunt's brother had been killed when he was 
falling the tree in the bush, where she showed me to the 
8pot. My mother did not see her brother for twenty-three 
years before his death. My aunt has one son left with her, 
he appeared to be between twenty and thirty yean of age. 
Dear friends-l was nearly killed by the falling of the trees 
when my uncle John and farmers were going to clear the 
trees and shrubs for the road westward, near Newtown 
Robinson. I would not agree to stay with her for some 
days as she wished. Why so? Because my aunt is an old 
widow and very poor. I walked with her through the 
forests, and I bade her good bye, though she burst into tears 
for me to go away. Then I pursued my journey on foot 
very fast and smart through the forests in different direc-
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tions to Mono Mills, where I met a chance to see the race­
horses run fast, which I took pleasure to witness for some 
time. When all was over, when I had walked one mile, I 
thought I would not like to put on the same road where I 
came to my uncle's house, so I turned to walk upon the 
strange road as I never passed before. I had to walk for 
nearly two days, as far as thirty-one miles up north, and 
then turned up eastward to Olover Hill. Before I .reached 
there I had to walk through the thick forests, a 9istance of 
about ten miles through it. Snddenly I saw one of the 
beasts which ~alloped from bush to bush, which instantly 
struck my feelmg with alarm; I thought it was a wolf. As 
soon as I took courage and came nearer to it, I found it 
was not a wolf but a deer, and began to run away out of 
my sight. I ran to the small lonely log house which lies 
among the forest and told a woman about the deer, but sho 
cannot understand what I meant, and then I took supper 
there. After that, when I came to Olover Hill, I saw a 
man who got a. beautiful woodpecker, with red on the head, 
which was wounded from the rifle. I begged him to give 
it to me, so he did; I was moved with compassion and let 
it to fly, but it fell down, and then I climbed over the 
fence; I also did, however, it fell down again, and at 
last I wondered to see it which flew up in the air too high 
for along while. As soon as it disappeared, then I set out 
to walk on my way to Oookstown, very quick, where I 
asked the landlord, in the bar room, to give me rest for the 
night, so I obtained leave. However, I made up my mind 
to have more walk as far as I liked, so I did not like to stay 
and I felt very easy work to walk more and more faster, 
nearly less than six miles, as soon as till the sky became 
dark. As I came home I found my uncle and mother at 
the fire, talking with each other. They were much sur­
prised, and she was glad when she had rp.f!p.ivp.d llAWQ in 
regard of my aunt and traveling. 

02 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AT NEW CUHBERLAND, COUNTY OF HANCOCK, IN THE STATE OF 

VIRGINIA. 

After bidding our kind relations and friends faJ'ewell in 
Newtown Robinson, my mother as well as myself had 
traveled five hundred miles by railcars through Canada and 
United States, and arrived safely in the State of Virginia, 
where my uncle, William Miller, who lives in the village 
of New Cum berland, County of Hancock. We crossed 10 

a steamer frGm one to the other bank of the beautiful river 
Ohio, where the same village is situated, and crawling up 

. the opposite bank, for there are no landing places, we made 
Qur way through mud and stones, and were directed 
through hills of a tremendous height; the roads running all 
the way close by the border of deep ravines, from seven 
hundred to eight hundred feet in dp.pth; at length we be­
came quite bewildered on our way, and having wandered 
until my mother was exhausted, she sat down on a fallen 
tree, and I made my way through the forests. I went with 
Bome difficulties through the shrub-clad hills and f(lund a 
house in a retired part, where a woman could read a piece 
of paper which I wrote, and she knew my uncle, and lifted 
her finger to point out where my uncle lived. I received 
buttermilk from her and I drank it. I then returned to my 
muther, and we turned in the right path to his abode, where 
we found my uncle, who was digging in the garden, and he 
recognized us at once and welcomed us. His house is 
larger and richer than my uncle's house in Canada; it stood 
between two lofty hills, distant a good way from any other 
habitation. There are two large orchards, in which pE'ach 
trees are growing, and also Indian corn. He has a wife and 
one middle aged daughter at home. There is also my 
uncle's son who lived on an elevated reign, some distance 
Ibove my uncle's house, which are all painted white; he 
has a wife and three children at home. My uncle had tried 
to get me a situation in a shoemaker's establishment, to 
learn, but I am sorry to say that the boes would not give 
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me a job, in consequence of his being afraid of my eyes, 
which were constantly sore since I was about ten years old. 

After spending there some happy moments, one warm 
and bright evening, before the setting of the sun which beat 
hot upon my head, I took a favorite walk through the thick 
shade under the branches of the forest, which were very 
cool above my head, and shut out the sun as with a green 
curtain. There are also a great many white May-flowers 
which spread over the green hills. I could not count them. 
I descended down the aeep ravines with much delight, and 
went to the clear stream which flowed between two high 
hills, where I stripped off my clothes and began to dip my 
whole body in the water, which cooled and made me very 
comfortable. I then sat under the brook which rushed 
from the rock UpOll me; on raising my eyes, I was 
drawn towards a large beast like kind of a dog, which stood 
on the top of a rock, under the cave where it lived, a few 
yards from me, wandered its eyes about the hills and in a 
short time it discovered me, which so frightened it that it 
ran away out of my presence to its hiding place. I felt 
glad that it was harmless to me. When I had bathed I 
came out of the water refreshed, and put my clothes on. I 
then ran and I:'earched about where it had hid itself, but I 
found it not. When I became tired I climbed up a high 
hill and went home, not far below my uncle's houEe, and 
told my mother about what had happ~lled; she smiled and 
told me it was a gt·ound-hog. I like Virginia better than 
Canada for its beauty and appearances. 

One fine morning, after breakfast, I set out myself to walk 
and pursued my journey a distance of five miles on foot, 
very fast, through a Tast forest of high b'ees, and along the 
cliffs of rocky mountains to the village of Manchester, 
where a christian blacksmith lived, I asked him if he would 
learn me his trade, but he did not want a boy. When I 
showed him a book and told him that my mother wrote it, 
he took and read it; after that he said to me, "You had 
better take the books and try to sell them to the villagers 
here." I quickly PQrceived the advantages to be derived 
from such a course, and gladly accepted his advice. I then 
returned home and told my lDother about the books. The 
next day I took a bundle of my mother's books, and 
returm~d to the same village in a rapid walk, where I was 
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surprised to raise about seven dollars for them, per day. 
When I saw they were appreciated and freely purchased, I 
took courage and started out with more books. My father 
paid fifty-two pounds for one thousand copies, but had four 
hundred subscribers' names, who paid him three shillings 
and six pence for a copy for each, in England, and I onTy 
sold them for fifty cents in America. Again I took more of 
them and went among the farmers. One day a dOft ran 
very angry, and awfully bit my leg with its sharp teeth. It 
was great pain, however, it did not make me mad nor in­
sensible, but the owner youred whi!:!key on my wound and 
did purchase a book. Then I went ~p ten miles and kindly 
got a ride in a gig to the village of Wellesville, by the river 
Ohio, where I also was successful, and sold a good many 
books, for which I received nine dollars. 

j:U the earliest dawn, I went into a big brick house and 
there I slept for the night. A farmer said to me as it was 
morning, and after breakfast, that there is a deaf and dumb 
lady who lives in East Liverpool, three miles up the railroad 
track, so that I might go and see her, and do 110t walk on 
the track, for fear of standing a chance of being killed by 
the cars, as there was a deat:'mute man (some weeks ago) 
killed by the cars, on the spot, tell miles from here, while 
he :walked on the track. At last I told hLll that I can take 
care of the carB very well. Then I went from him and 
walked on the track, withont any considerable fright, to the 
same village, where I was directed and came in sight of a 
pretty house, with a good deal of green carved work about 
It, into which I came, and was surprised when I learned 
that the lady heard that I sold books; I had a conversation 
and was charmed with her ou some subjects, but I could 
not comprehend between the different signs taught in Eng­
land and in New York. I only have two·handed alpha­
bets to talk with, but she has single handei. 

Having made this visit, I again put my feet upon the 
track and returned to Wellesville, where I wont into the 
Railway Telegraph Office, I asked the master, "Will you 
change the heavy silver into gold 1" Oh! yes sir. So he 
drew aU my money out of my pocket, which was so heavy 
that I could not carry it conveuiently, and put a great num­
ber ofsilver on the counter before him aud his clerk, who 
wondered and said to me, ,. Where did you get them 1" so 
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I told him. The master, who seemed an h0nest man, said 
to me that you must take heed to watch them for fear of us 
to steal them, so I did it. He counted to the amount of 
more than eighteen dollars, and changed them into gold. I 
took them and returned home, when I sawall the books 
were sold, so I entreated my mother for more copies of the 
books which were left in Canada, as I could sell them better' 
in the United States. She determined to tell my uncle's: 
son, named Robert, who was lately arrived from Iowa, to. 
write the letter and forward it by post to my uncle John in. 
Canada, for them. I helped hIm while I waited for the, 
books. I engaged with my uncle to plant Indian corn in. 
the fields, and also to chop wood. This was very hard 
work. I thought four dollars too small for me to be paid 
per month; the possession of the money for sale of books, 
which I looked upon as my own, excited me, and my suc­
cess encouraged me to make my way back to Canada. My­
mother said to me, "You will starve with hunger if you 
attempted to go e.o far away." However, I did not care 
and started on my journey in spite of all remonstrances and 
went throug~ the lonely lorests, down the ascent of hills to­
the sparkling river, where I took a row boat to the other 
shore, a little rough and stony, through which I walked. 
about a quarter of a mile to the station. I put my feet on 
the Railroad track for a short distance, and by chance I 
met an acquaintance, the station master, who carried his. 
basket hung on his arm and welcomed me. I said to him 
as the cars passed us, that I would walk five hundred miles 
to Canada, all the way; he wondered at me when I wrote' 
it. I wished him farewell alld then walked, as soon as my 
thought was struck to see three men who walked together a 
long distance from me, and I became much excited to walk 
more and more faster as possible, and passed them, and I 
felt proud to beat them. I traveled on foot a distance of 
twenty-five miles up the track, on which many snakes either 
dead or alive are often to be seen along the beautifnl moun­
tains and hills, in one day; however, I never starved with. 
hunger, and the farmers fed me very well for nothing. One 
morning I went into the station, where I asked the master 
to give me a ride to the City of' Cleveland, about ninety 
miles from here, but he said to me that the cars would not· 
stop here, and you will go to the next station, for the cars· 
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would arrive there in one hour, this frightened me to think 
for the late hour, which made me very excited to walk as 
fast as I could more than before up the tmck five miles, nearly 
less than one hour. I wondered, as I got in the station, that 
the cars did not come here for about a quarter hour. After 
I waited some minutes, I took the freight cars and went to 
Cleveland, but not as fast as the passenger cars, and had a 
pleasant beautiful view of the wheat and the Indian corn 
springing up; the fieMs were covered with rich verdure, 
and bri[!"ht with summer, whose hills are covered with 
forests in some parts. The conductor of-the train was very 
kibd to give me a pa!"sage and dinner free, and also con­
versed ;ibout the deaf and dumb school at Columbus, Ohio 
State, a~ I arrived in Cleveland in the evening. The follow­
ing morning, it was ';:unday. I attempted to walk up the 
Railroad track a distance of one hundred and eighty-three 
miles to Buffalo, but it rained, which gave me trouble, so I 
went into a great round depot, in which tht) Steam Engines 
are kept, as they won't allow them to run on Sunday. I 
wondered the men were employed in forging the iron: they 
were breaking the Sabbath. Amongst them .there was a 
kind lad who brought me to his hotlee to live with him for 
two days. One night I went with him to bed and kneclea. 
in prayer, and I saw him to sign his hand from the Catholic 
book, so as to say cross about the breast, which made me to 
burst into a laugh, as it was strange to me, though he also 
smiled at me; he went with me to the Catholic church, 
which was very interesting to me, but I do not like C:'itholic 
religion, as I bel(lng to the church of England. 

Two days afterwards, when I met a good chance and had 
kindly received on the cars, I traveled very speedily to 
Buffalo, along the great water called Lake Erie. I walked 
with lively fedings and had a pretty view of many hand­
some houses through the streets, and by chance I met a 
man who held a tin pot, with supper, ia his hand, coming 
from his work, and recognized me; he had emigrated with 
me from England. After that we were separated, without 
sayinO' a word, and I was directed and went alone to the 
next 3epot, where I asked some of the beings that I wanted 
to know how far will I go to Niagara Falls. " Twenty-two 
miles" was the reply. The thougbt came into my mind that 
I would not like to ride in the cars, so off I started. On set-
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ting out to walk up the Railroad track for some little 
distance where the cars passed me at once, my eyes were 
drawn to a very delightful and pretty picturesque scenes; 
sloops and ships were sailing through the extensive waters 
Qf Lake Erie, which was sparkling with the sun that shone 
on it. I could not hear and did not see the cars cominO', 
soon after, my attention was directed along the track, whi<ili 
was curved along behind the hill, and I saw the cow-cat~her 
of the Steam Locomotive, which was a few yards from me, 
and I just jumped off the track and the cars ran and passed 
my sille. I felt very much frightened ill a warm feeli~ and 
almost fainted, for I was so nearly being killed. There 
were a few men who told me I must not walk on it, as 
it was dangerous to me, so I obeyed and after satisfied, but 
soon the thought came into my mind, I did not care, and 
again engaged my journey, very quick, up the track, on 
fvot, eight miles farther. At sunrise, after breakfast, I then 
set out myself to walk on the same track, when I espied a 
young lady at a long distance, and I became excited and 
walked as fast as I could and passed her, and I beat her 
very handsome. I walked three miles to the station, where 
I asked to take a journey in the cars free, eleven miles, to 
Niagara Falls. As I arrived there, when I wrote on the 
outside of the cars, and said to the passenger that I wanted 
to know what town is this? but suddenly the conductor 
'angrily drew my hand from writing it, which made me un­
derl!jand that the people are forbidden by law to write on 
it. After a short interval I took a walk, full of mirth and 
pleasantly, through the streets not far behw the station and 
came to the falls, when I stood on the cliff of the mountain, 
I began to be frightenQd to see myself so high up from the 
bottom, and wondered to look up the great and mighty 
body of murmcring water which runs very fierce over the 
falls, which is 160 feet in height, and the large watery 
smoke rise up from the bottom, and a mile above the falls 
commence the rapids, which have a descent, it is said, of 
fifty-seven feet; it looked beautiful, exceedingly, and afford 
me so much pleasnre to see it, as I thought I would like to 
live there. After a long admiration, I then walked on the 
track two miles, accompanied by the Railway laborer who 
directed me to W m. Head, a tailor, who belonged to the 
Suspension Bridge, for the purpose of asking him to give 
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me a passage to Tor?nto. As I came into his hon.se .a~d 
after dinner, I told him that I traveled free from Vll'gmla, 
and he wondered"""7he asked me if I like to go to the work­
house. But no. Then he said to me, "Will I come here 
again i" Oh! yes sir, was the reply. Afterwards he be­
came excited in his face, and his eyes looked angry, which 
frightened me, and said to me that if he find me coming 
here and will put me into the workhouse immediately. I 
smiled and thought in my heart that he cannot find me, as 
I went ont of the door. Then I walked and came close to 
the bridge, but wa~ disappointed, for the keeper charged 
me twenty-five cents to pass over it. When I told him that 
I cann ,t afford it, but he answered me to go to Wm. Head, 
which frightened my idea, and felt sure that Mr. Head "Will 
tell him to watch me coming here again, so I paid it. Then 
I set out to walk on the track with sorrow, and said to my­
self that there is no other bridges and boat for me to pass 
safely, and traveling afforded rue so much pleasure for health 
than to go to the workhouse. So I went into the farm 
house for searching the map till I found it, when I 10l!)ked 
about the chart in the map. After that I gladly found that 
I can travel and pass Guelph, London and Detroit, and then 
around to Cleveland safely, so I determined so. I performed 
my journey ou foot up the track a distance of seventeen 
miles, to the Disjardine Canal, where the train broke 
through the tl'essle bridge, falling sixty teet, into the ~ulf 
below. There is a new bridge put up, which turns on 
wheels; here I perceived the laborers who were employed 
in dressing on the track, amongst of them was one with 
whom I talked and wanted to know bow far will I walk to 
Toronto? But he did not read it, as I wrote on a paper, 
after which I told him, of course by signing with my legs to 
say I jumped off the track and the cars nearly ran over me, 
and my eyes became funny, looking childish, which made 
him to burst into a loud laugh, and he took me to his house 
for our supper. I asked him about the passage to Toronto, 
and he promised to ask the conductor, so after snpper we 
came to the station, where I took the cars and ran on. The 
conductor was about to gather tickets but I had got none. 
I said to him the laborer told you, as he called me a fool, 
and then begged for permission, but he refused; at last I 
told him I better go to the next station if you refused. As 
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soon as the train stopped, I was surprised and Blad that he 
did not want to let me get out there, and also IOformed me 
that I must be very careful and get out at Hamilton, for 
this train will go to Detroit, up the next track, which does­
not lead to Toronto. When it landed at Hamilton, I was­
not directed to get it off, at length the train began to start,. 
when the conductor in his collection round, and had his at­
tention drawn to me, he said to me "Why I had not been. 
careful to go to Hamilton 1" What was my surprise but I 
made no answer to him. I also surprised to tell about the­
passenger who lost sixty dollars and his pocket book, while­
he was fast asleep. I saw him feel his pockets with his 
hands, first one and then the other, but of course it was not 
there. The conductor was very diligent to examine them~ 
in all directions, with a flaming torch, for it was night, but 
he could not find the thief. After that he wanted to know 
if I saw anyone who was near him, but I did Lot see. As 
soon as this train arrived at Paris, where he took me out of 
the cars and went to the next conductor, "With whom he­
~poke of my being astray, so he gave me leave and I entered' 
mto th6 next cars which did bear me to Hamilton back 
where I slept fvr the night, without bed in the station. The 
next .morning I set out myself to walk on the track, but was· 
disappointed on account of the rain, so I turned back to the­
same station. I said to the station master, as I stood at the­
ticket office, that I attempted to walk up the track to· 
Mimico, which "Was the first place this side of TOlonto, but 
it "Was impossible for me on account of rain. And instantly 
he was moved with compassion and gave me twenty-five 
cents and breakfast, and then told the conductor, who per-­
mitted me, and I took the cars which ran speedily, a dis-­
tance of thirty-three miles to Mimico, where I entreated the 
master to make ready for me to warm myself at the fire,. 
for my whole body was cold with wet from the rain. After 
my clothes are dry, I then set out myself ,to walk up the 
long track, and followed my journey a dIstance of forty 
miles, on foot, to Bradford, for nearly two days, but I walked 
very fast, and sometimes I rested in any farmers house who 
were anxious to talk with me for pleasure. , 

When I came into the station of Holland Landmg, where 
I told the master that I walked thirty-six miles from ~imico, 
and he wondered and said to me that I will speak WIth the 
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conductor to takeyou to Bradford, which is four miles from 
here. Oh! n:>. I did not want to have a ride, and must 
walk fourteen miles to Newtown Hobinson, where my 
uncle lived. After that I went from him and he smiled, 
and I then walked all the distance. When about a little 
distance from the house, Levi Law, who was at work in 
the field on the road side, opposite the blacksmith, swinging 
his arms so as to attract my notice toward a large black 
bear. I did not know what Le meant. In some minutes 
my eyes were directed along- the yard of the house. I 
noticed a bear lying dead not far below my uncle's house, it 
had a long chain iu its mouth, and the blood ran from it. 
By-and-bye I was informed that it was shot dead from the 
rifles of eight men, while it attacked the horse and worried 
it in the field. In fact, I caDle into the house where I found 
nobody in it. I went through the fields and searched for 
my aunt in every direction, and could not find them, so I 
climbed up and sat upon the fence and looked around; ItS 

soon as my aunt came to sec me with great surpl'ise and as­
tonishment. Soon after my uncle's brother's wife also came 
and did the same and walked along with me; we rambled 
across several fences and came in sight of my uncle and his 
brother and my cousin, who were very busy in hoeing the 
potatoes. They were struck with great surprise and won­
dered at me how I could tl'avel five hundred miles from 
Virginia to Canada. My cousin said to me on her fingers, 
"Will you live with us and work for us?" Oh no! but I 
only w'imt to have :'"Oy motber's books from YOll to sell. 
When they had done their work they went with me to sup­
per in the house, and I talked with her in regard to my 
journey. One morning I put the books iuto the carpet ba~ 
which I brought with me from Virginia, and having secnred 
it, I put it on a stick and carried it across my shoulder. I 
found it very heavy ahd it wal with great difficulty that I 
could trudge along the road. I walked a distance of twenty­
two miles for two days. When the morning of the second 
day dawned, I resolved to get on a little farther; accord­
ingly after breakfast, I started. and being determined to 
reach a place seven miles, I again entered on my journey 
with a light heart. On the road I got into a waO'on which 
brought lIle in sight of a bright and extensive :Kempeldt 
Bay, on which Barrie i3 beautifully situated. I sold a good 
many books there, for which I received fvurteen dollars. 
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On returning on foot on t~e same distance of the r.oad to 
'my uncle's house; he and hIS household were surprlsed to 
see my bag nearly emptied, and after I remained with them 
for a whole week, I said to my cousin that I could not 
bear to stay with them longer and must go back immedi­
ately to Virginia State, and wished them a good afternoon, 
but she said to me that "Yon mnst not go in a hurry for 
fear of being killed with wearisome, if I walk all the way, 
five hundred. miles." Oh! never mind said I, I am strong 
enough, and can walk very well, as I thought I would like 
to go to California or Southern States, where I may travel 
through the Cotton and Tobacco pI an talions , if I arrived in 
Virginia safely, as I never see them, and would like to see 
the slaves who are working among them. I determined so. 
I went from her with eager delight and then walked one 
mile, but was disappointed to see thick clouds mingled with 
black and yellow, rise from the north, and rolled towards 
the south. As I went inta the shoemaker's house to take 
a shelter, until a heavy hail storm fell like thunder and 
broke many windows; the stones were very big and fright­
ened us very much, as I never have seen them -in England. 
I returned to Holland Landing and there I went to the 
tavern for supper. The bar-keeper, who knew my mother, 
was struck with great surprise, and said to me why I made 
to leave my mother; and after supper he ordered a man, 
who will tell the conductor to take me in the cars and went 
home safely, but I escaped and then walked up the track to 
Newmarket, where I slept in the Eagle Holel for the night, 
free of charge. Next morning I went to Aurora, from 
thence to Kettleby, and traveled for a great mileR very fast. 
I observed that some men who were employed in making 
the wooden roofs use for the log houses, and told them that 
I traveled about forty-five miles on foot, though they did 
not believe me, and at last I told them with emphasis. They 
were very anxious for me to take rest with them. About this 
time I took an iron gun with on'e barrel, which was so 
heavy, that I got a foan from one of the men and dis­
charged a bullet in the mark fastened to a tree, a few hun­
dred yards from me, and I was glad to have two games, 
though I never learned it before. A man told me that "I 
am a good soldier. Also, ft. man took a small wooden roof and 
hung it on the bough of a tree, which was near the cows, 



68 TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES 

that I may shoot it. I said to him that I am afraid to kill 
the cows by accident;" so he took it and put it on the next 
tree, then I again shot it, and it fell from the trees and sur. 
prised the men . 
. The next day, after dinner, I did not go out in the morn· 

ing on account of rain, my steps were handsomely smart 
and light like a deer, and went very quick for many milel, 
but I did not know how many. I rode in a wagon four 
miles. When I fixed my attention on a man who rode on 
horseback, I determined to follow him constantly about 
five miles, very quick, without becoming wearisome. He 
wondered at me very much. I arrived in Kleinburg, 
where I slept all night. After breakfast I walked two miles 
and came closely to the toll gate. I thought to myself that 
I would have a pleas9-nt ride, so I determined on it and 
asked a kind farmer for the loan of his horse, which stood 
at the door of a tavern. I ~t on horseback which galloped 
two miles to Pine Grove. I w~ very happy and thor:,;·11t 
the road was fine; I however felt pain, not being nsed to it. 
How kind was It man to tell me that I will go to Brampton, 
but I could not. 

Being near the residence of the Rev. Mr. McCarry, in 
Burwick, I thought I wouid call on him, as his son desired 
me to do so. I went in and the inmates were very surprised, 
their faces lool{ed smiling and welcomed me; his son was 
very fond of me, in talking on subjects. Two days after­
wards, thereafter, I walked through the pleasant country 
and passed a great many villages, such as Hillsburg, 
Bristol, Ospringe, &c" a distance of about seventy-two 
miles, without riding in a wagon nor find my feet sore at 
all, but I sometimes found I was in the wrong roads, and 
had gone out of that way for many miles which troubled me 
very much. On entedng into a large brick farm house for 
supper, in which there was a visitor, with whom I talked in 
regard to my traveling, then he told me why not I go to 
Toronto, whi(!h is the nearest way to Virginia State, but I 
answered that I was aft'aid to go to Niagara, because W m. 
Head, a tailor, who helonged to the Suspension Bridge, will 
put me into a workhouse, if he find me, so I determined to 
go along the Lake Erie to Detroit, in the State of Michigan. 
After my account, he shook my hands nnd gave me a york­
shilling, and then took a gig and went along the road on his 
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way to Guelph. When I fixed my eyes on the distance he 
had gone I resolved to walk and follow after him as fast as 
I could. 'I continued this way for ten miles, having walked 
five miles in an hour, but he did not look behind his back 
at me. My whole body and head was covered with great 
drops of perspiration. I was high spirited and only wanted 
to show him how smart I was, that he might wonder at me 
very much. Another gig came up, in which were two 
gentlemen, w40 rode and passed me, and I ran after them 
and said to them on a piece of paper. They were very kind 
and gave me thirty-eight cents, and then wrote to me "Two 
miles." Soon after I became excited and walked more and 
more faster than ever. I came into the beautiful town of 
Guelph, where the visitor that I had seen was struck with 
great wonder, and said to me, "it was ten miles where I 
saw yon in the brick house." You must run so fast that it 
will kill you. HowevH I never felt hurt in all my travel­
ing. He mentioned the circumstances to the people who 
soon gathered, and fixed their eyes on me, for my clothes 
were all covered with wet. Amongilt them was one named 
Robert J oues, who was landlord of the large N ortll Ameri­
can House; he took me into his abode where I kindly 
received a good shirt from hiil bar-keeper, and also lodging 
breakfast and dinner from the landlord without paying fo; 
them, who also bought a book. When it was noon, I went 
into the Saving Bank, where I drew all my money out of 
my pocket, which was so heavy, ~nd gave it to the clerk, 
which he counted to the amount of forty dollars, and changed 
the English shillings into Yankee Go~d. Now, why did I 
not keep English shillings 1 Because they will change into 
twenty-two cents in the State of Virginia, if I go there. Just 
then I Jeturned to the house where the bar-keeper put my 
money in a small red bag which my mother sewed, and 
tied it very tight with a string, so I took it and hung it 
rouud my neck d0wn to my breast, for fear of anyone who 
may steal it if I put it in my pocket. 

After tbat time the driver took me in an omnibus and 
went to the station, where the tiriver asked the conductor, 
but he refused, so I tried to ask him, who permitted me to 
take the cal's and went to Harrisburg, where I wondered 
how kind wag that conductor who told the conductor of the 
next train to take me to London also. It was very dark. I 
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therefore had to seek a place where I might rest for the 
night; I accordingly went to a beautiful hotel. London is 
where ,Captain Hodgetts li~~s, who used to pay my mother 
a pensIOn of twenty-two BntIsh pounds a year for life for 
my father's death, who served twenty-three years and ~ine 
months in the military service. I am sorry I did nol see 
him, because I was not told by my mother that he lived 
there. 

At sunrise I went to the station where I took breakfast in 
the refreshment room. Here I waited for some minutes 
when the train came, I was permitted to take the cars 
which reached Windsor, one hundred and twenty miles 
farther, very pleasantly, as it ran all the distance without 
st.opping at the stations, and had a strange view of the 
prairie which was all covered with water, and only the 
trees are to be seen near Lake St. Clair; it appeared like 
bush instead of roads, which was quite dry and dusty. I 
thought it was an inundation. There were boats attached 
to the houses which stood over the water; SOIne of tLe cows 
were feeding around me. Then I landed at Windsor and 
sailed from one to the other side, on which the beautiful 
City of Detroit is situated in the United States, and 9PPO­
site to Windsor, in Canada. Toward evening, after supper, 
I asked the Captain for permission to travel in the steamer 
" The Queen of the Forest," as he walked slowly with his 
thumb which held inside of the arms of his vest, looking 
harsh and big man, but he refused. I attempted to ask him 
once more, but happily he signed hio:; thumb behind his ear 
to the steamboat, so I did~ and sailed down Lake Erie, per­
haps one hundred and fifty miles, to the City of Cleveland, 
in the State of Ohio, all night. One morniIJg I went from 
the wharf where it was landed and then walked down the 
Pittsburcrh line in the burning heat of the sun, which struck 
my htmd and body with great drops of perf'piration. I felt 
weakened to do so and swam in tlie pond twice, but on the 
track of N ewsburgh as soon as the e\rening became cool. I 
was made a fool of by a station master, who promised to 
tell the conductor to take me home in the cars. When I 
found he did not, I showed a piece of paper to the conduc­
tor a~ the train arrived, but he refused to read it and went 
into the cars. Then I attempted to jump on it but the 
brakesman kicked me several times, to prevent me from 
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getting on it; it made me feel very mad when I saw the 
cara which ran away from me, and then I found it very hard 
work to walk oft' as fast as I could for five miles, and the rail­
way laborers wondered at ilie very much, though it was not 
dangerous to my life. 

CHAPTER VII. 

AN ACCIDENT H'APPENED 1:-' THE sTAn~ OF OHI!). 

Not having any accident happened to me when I came to 
Bedford, a beautiful small village, which contained four 
hundred inhabitants, built in the County of Cuyahoga, Ohio 
State. This was on SaturdllY, the 4th of June, 1858, at 
five o'clock in the evening. when I was eighteen years old, 
I stripped my coat a-ad vest in the presence of the station 
master, for my shirt was all covered with wet from the sun 
as I walked very fast, and showed it to him who might pity 
and take me in the cars home, and he promised so. As 
soon as the train came that way, I was disappointed that he 
did not speak to the conductor about my request. Then I 
Mked the conductor so, but ho smiled and would not. 
When the bell rang for starting, the waster drew his atten­
tion to me, and made a sign by lifting up his arm to the 
cars, so I ran and jnmped upon the platform where. the con­
ductor stood, I caught hold of the railing with my right 
hand, having my carpet bag under my left arm, which pre­
vented me to take a good hold of it: I lost my balance as 
the cars began to mo\'e swiftly, and I fell down to the 
ground on the rails and the wheels of eight cars ran over 
my leg from the top of my thigh to the foot, so that the 
bones were ground into powder and causing the blood to 
flow very fast; I also nearly lost the end of my middle 
finger on the left hand. Also, my bag was torn but there 
were two books which were very strong, so that the wheels 
could not cut them deeply. All was so sudden that I had 
no time to think and the cars went 80 swiftly away, and I 
thou?ht I had been killed, but soon I espied the cars run­
ning at ll. little distance and the conductor leaning over the 
railiJ.lgs and looking behind. I was very glad to find that 
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my life was spared and praised God, though I was mangled 
and hurt so much, I was still alive, and uttered many piere­
inO' cries aloud. Suddenly Doctor Streator, of Bedford, and 
.an~ther were speedily sent for, and I was carried into the 
station. The people soon collected, as many of them were 
playing at cricket in the square field close to the station, 
.-surrounded by the houses, and they became much excited 
,when they learned that I was deaf and dumb. I was lying 
-on the floor in great agony, and after attempting to move 
-my leg, but it was in vain, and a party of benefactors 
:sprinkled my face with cold water and also gave me some 
"drink, for I was awfully thirsty: when the doctor gave me 
.a glass of brandy and I drank it, which appeared like water 
because I had lost so much blood. He wrote on a slate and 
.said to me "Are you a christian 1" With great difficulty 
I wrote "Pension," but he answered never mind it. Also 
he asked me "Where does your mother live 1 However 
my hands became weak that I wrote ugly writing on the 
:slate to answer him. "When I was about to die, and now 
thought of calling upon One who is ever near, ever ready to 
hear and able to deliver-I said to the Lord :-0 good Lord 
forgave my sins. But I soon fell senseless and not m,wed 
from five in the evening till ten o'clock in the morning. One 
morning Doctor was surprised to see my life coming again, 
.as he thought I would die, and he immediately telegraphed to 
Clevelalld, fourteen miles, for assistance. He put a tourne­
.quet on my leg to prevent it from bleeding; had he not done 
this I would have bled to death, and I felt so much pain that 
I often begged him to cut it off immediatel:-, by doing of 
which I thought the pain would be lessened. Doctor Ackley 
of Cleveland arrivell here. Doctor Streator cut my trowsers 
with a penknife into pieces before the five doctvTS that had 
consulted with each other, who looked at my leg that had 
been so dreadful torn into fiecee. The doctor said" It must 
be amputated off, or it wil mortify." I felt afraid and he 
answered that you must be patient, and afterwards he 

.. stripped off my clothes and found forty dollars in gold, 
which I had in a bag which hung round my neck down to 
my breast, but he did not see nearly ten dollars in silver, 
that were Itlft in my vest, but he did not take them. I was 
ir.formed that fifty dollars was collected from the people of 
·Ohio, to be paid for cutting off my leg, besides the expense 
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of the attending doctors. All this he wrote down and I 
could read it; he gave me chloroform, which was put on a 
rag and held to my no~l'. I smelt it but it did not make me 
altogether senseles3. Then they lifted me upon a table and 
Dr. Ackley performed the operation which he did with a 
sharp scalpel and a small saw, though by doing of which I 
remembered still and felt gl'eat pain, and there appeared as 
it were a great noise in my ears. After this I raised myself 
up and fixed my eyes to my leg, which had been cut off, 
lying on the table, but the doctor pushed me down on my 
back. After my leg was off, he secured the arteries, tying 
them with legatures. After this he turned over the flesh 
and skin and then sewed the two together with a needle 
and thread. My stump is about four inohes long. When 
he had done for one hour, I was carried into a large 
white fine hotel, there being no hospital. The accident was 
circulated through the United States by the newspaper. 

One day Doctor Streator said to me as I was lying on the 
bed, "Where is your destination." But I answered that 
my mother lives in New Cumberland, Virginia State, which 
is eighty-eight miles from here. He sent a message by the 
telegraph for my mother to come tv my assistance. I suf­
fered terribly with thirst, as I could not drink water, tea, 
milk or any other kind ot liquors, which were all tried. I 
found that cold coffee refreshed me well, consequently I 
drank it all the time, and I did not eat for three days. 
Though my leg had been taken off, I was surprised and 
found an awful pain in my toes, just the same as if they 
were hammered with a hammer, or pulled with pincers be­
sides there was the c?nstant feeling of ~ramp which 'pre­
vented me f!'Om sleepllIg, and I thought It would continue 
so till my death, which always frightened me. I felt very 
unhappy to think about losing my leg every day, as the 
use of two legs which afforded so m~ch pleasure, and I 
could walk ,:ery fast and I thought. I WIll never do again, 
and would hke tt) have been travelmg through the Soutbern 
States on my way to New Orleans, if I saved both of my 
legs. But soon I was gladly informed that there is a cork 
leg in Philadelphia, so that I hoped that I may walk very 
fast as well as the natural legs, and I thought too. 

After some day8 my mother came and showAd her face 
80rry for me, and took care of and nursed me with tender 

D 
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love tor oiO'\tt weeks. Some of tho Engineers, Conductors. 
Brakesmel~ and a number of people were anxious to visit 
me in my affliction, but there was one, a deaf and dumb 
lass, aged twenty years, who was educat~d in Columbus, 
Ohio State, often S'lW me every day for eIght weeks.' She 
taught me to talk with one hand. I sometimes read the 
bible to the "isitors with my two hands, as fast as I could 
spell from the letters, and they wondered at mo. I have 
been informed by my mother, and also by the villagers, that 
the Railway Company would not help me or give me any­
thing for the loss of my leg; they said I was careless and 
had brought all my troubles on n'yself. Aome little children 
were sometimt's kind and gave me some blackbenies and 
flowers, but the doctor would not let them give me the 
berries, fill' fear it might produce illness. I am thankful 
that I never felt sick for about twenty years. There were 
two genteel lIlell appointed to keep a watch o\,er me every 
whole night. I never took medicines except a large bottle 
of red wine, which I llsed to drink every day. I have been 
happ.\· amI read GCld's word for i'''llle weeks, but I soon for­
got God and Ilgain fell illto sin Hnd ~orrow, thouO'h I did 
not know milch of the phn of salvation. After eigllt weeks 
elapsed, I rai~ed mlmy times from the seat but fell again on 
it, for I had been in a sitting posture, so that I lost the use 
of my lfg and sometimes fell by accident, as if I thou~ht I 
had two legs. Hour aiter hour I succeeded in main taming 
my balance and with a tottering step, leaming to walk with 
the aid of my uew crutches 1"01' some time, though my 
stump was not as yet completely healed up; for once I said 
to my mother that I will try to walk myself, without your 
care~ I begau to attempt and walk(·d alone without assist­
ance, but III vaill; I fell down on my hack 011 the floor, but 
my stump did 1)11t touch it Hnd was not hurt. My mother 
began to be frightened and lifted me up instantly; the 
doctor callie to sec what was the Inatter: as soon as he 

.heard her speech, he told me I mmt not walk without the 
care of her. One day I walked into the open air, under 
the guidance of Mr. Whittaker, who uursed me for the 
space of thirty days, for which was paid thirty dollars, and 
I sa~ the sky and the landscape, "How beautiful!" •. I 
soon regained my strength and attempted to w31k fast, and 
the people woudel'cd at me when we were gQing to see the 
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villagero' h0nse8. In the evenillg wo bid the good and kind 
people of Bedford farewell, and took the cars for Cleveland. 
We traveled by the steamboats and cars to Toronto, where 
my mothe.r engaged a cab to take liS to Mr. Dillon's tavern, 
for which she agreed to pay the driver twenty-five cents, 
but when we were half the distance and seeing our helpless 
condition, he tried to extort a dollar from her, but she hav­
ing appealed to some of the gestlemen on the street at 
Sword's Hotel, they took her part against the ca.bman; a 
contest rose which was rather serions, as one of them took 
the drivel' by the throat and pushed him down to the pave­
ment, aud the gentlemen paid for another cab and put us in 
~md we saw no more of the wicked scoundrel. 

Three da'ys after I was permit.ted by the Mayol', and took 
the cab with my mother to the General Hospital, where I 
staid two months, till my stump was perfectly recovered. 
Here I recognized a deaf and duml) man-two deaf and 
dumb men uftell visited us,-they were English, Scotch and 
Irish; one of them worked with me in the Arsenal in 
England. Some days after, he was sick and sent there, and 
I was very O'lad to join with him, as I w:~s lonesome, and I 
gave him fu~l particulars in regard of losing my leg and 
long travels; and also he reminded me about my conduct in 
England, as I was very fond of running from the Arsenal, 
very often to go to London, and also late to go to work at 
any time, He said to me that Le was surprised to hear that 
I wrote to General Mons~lI, at the War Department, Pall 
Mall, London, for to get me work in the Royal Carriage 
Department Arsenal, but Captain Clal'ke refllsed, when lie 
received a letter from him. Now, why not? Because he 
re~embered that he discharged my tather out of Officers' 
Library, R. A., in W 001wich, through bp.in~ jealous of my 
mother's poetry, because Prince Albert loved her writings. 
Mr, McGann broug:ht three deaf-mute ladies and two little 
boys to ~ee me, and brought many cakes to me; they were 
anxious to see me in my affliction: he is the head-master of 
the Deaf and Dumb Institution, with whom I Boon became 
acquainted. I used to go to his house; he wanted me to 
be a teachul' in a family, whp,l'e there were seven deaf-mute 
children, but I would not, as I thought it was hard poor 
wOI·k. I often rambled with a deaf and dumb patient in 
every direction, and tOl)k a long walk frem the ~o~pital for 
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several days to see my mother, which soon gained mv 
strength, that I could walk off fast with the crutches. The 
people thought it was very dangerous and they wondered 
at me very much. I could beat them. When I saw it fit 
me to travel well and I was glad too; but one thing is 
worse, that my arms often pain me when I attempted to 
walk fast so far. At first I found it very uncomfortable, 
and sometimes fell to the ground on account of the rain and 
some holes on the sidewalks, and I also broke the crutches 
sometimes. Some days after, when I became tired in the 
Hospital, I was an).ious and then attempted to walk two 
miles to my mother, who was appointed to live in Adelaide 
Street, where my brother William boarded with her. It 
was winter; my mother took and walked· with me a dis­
tance of two miles upon the snowy sidewalks with much 
difficulty, in consequence of my crutches being without 
spikes in them, to prevent me from falling on the slippery 
sidewalks. We came in sight of a new little cottage, com­
Erising four rooms and a large piece of ground, situated on 
the wide common in Brunswick Avenue. Now, why had 
my mothel' left her first residence ~ Because the apart­
ments were all up stairs, and it would be very inconvenient 
for me to ascend and descend. Though I had left the 
Hospital, my stump was not altogether cured, and I pulled 
the rotten splinter out of it. I again went with my mother 
in a long walk to the Hospital, in which I waited for a long 
time and was called before the doctors, who stood all 
around to examine me. Among them were one who 
pierced my stump with a long silver needle to see if all was 
right. When thIS was done my mother separated and went 
away from me, and after dinner the doctor superintendent 
of the Hospital asked the driver to take me in a wagon to 
Spadina Avenue, two miles in length. But my crutches 
were speedily :flew up in the air from the quickest motion 
of the wheels, which struck them exactly like the cricket in 
the field, I cried aloud to the driver, who heard and turned 
his eyes behind his back to the men who ran with the 
crutches, and he stopped the horse and they offered them to 
me safely and then got home, 

After having spent many happy days in riding on the 
~team Lo~omotive Engines on ,the Rail~?!,d track, as I did 
In Eugland, the thought came mto my mInd "to have a cork 
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leg from the United States, as I wished to wear it, like the 
natural le~. I remembered that my box was lost on my 
way from N ew York to this city; I went to the station and 
asked the master if he heard anything about it, but to my 
grief, he did not. At the time I was directed from him tl> 
the Government Emigraut Office Agent, Mr. Hawke, who 
I found that he was very busy to write about this 
business; I held out a letter whi~h I wrote to him; he took 
and opened and read it, after which he said that it was im­
possible to pay me for losing it, in consequence of it being 
two years ago. 

Then I went to the Parliament House for the reason that 
I wished to talk with J. B , Esq., about the box, to 
whom I was directed from the Custom House, but he was 
not there. I showed a book to the other gentleman, who 
also took and read it and said to me that you ought to sell 
the books to the honorable gentlemen. Shortly after I went 
into the house, out of which I took a bundle of my mother's 
books, which were folded with a. handkerchief, and hung 
round my neck, exactly like a bell of a cow in the bush. 
As I came into the Parliament House for a long way where 
the members bought a good many books from me, nearly in 
all the rich offices. After these things I was tem~ted and 
went to the Governor General, Sir Edmund Head shouse, 
with my books which I brought along, but was disappointed 
because a military sentinel, who walked with a bayonet 
beside the gate. would not let me in; after having entreated 
him for permission, I let the books fall from my hand at 
the foot of him, as I carried them with difficulty, on account 
of my crutches which I held in both hands. Kind was he. 
Re ordered a boy who obeyed and picked them up from the 
side walk and handed them to me. Afterwards the sentinel 
pointed his forefinger'round in motion, meaning that I must 
go to the guard house, so I did and I told a Sergeant that I 
wiBhed to see the Governor, however he lIaid to me that you 
must write to him. After difficultiell one morning, I came 
out of the hou8e and again went to the Parliament Reuse, 
where I 30180 sold more boob, for which I received about 
thirteen dollars. When I found a good Christian, Captain 
Scott, who was busy and also bought my mother's supple­
ment, after which I told him how the sentinel (ye8terd~y) 
could not let me go to the Government House, so he promis~d 
and made m~ stop for one hour. 
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When the time was regularly struck for us to go to dinner, 
he wen t ::Ilong with me in a short walk to the Governor's 
house' the sentinel had a gun, but as soon as he learned 
Mr. S~ott was to take me and then he went on his dnty. 
~ow hapI'Y I was when I went into the house where 
Colonel Irv'in who ,nl.S leaning his elbow on the shelf against 
the fire, and spied throll!!h the open door into the Sergeant's 
office at me, and showed his kindue;;s to me, and bowed 
with his hand to his forehead, as I approached him. As 
I sat on a chair, and wrote on the desk in his preeence. He 
wore his uniform, and Captain Scott, and he talked with 
each other about my affiiction; 1 wrote on a piece of paper, 
and held it out to the Colonel. and I said that mv mother 
wrote that book. After this Colonel Irvin wrote 'and 8aid 
to me that the Goyernor General was not at home, but that 
he would be back at three o'clock evelling. I said to him 
" Will yon give me some busine~s to do '1" But the Captain 
asked me what would I like to do'~ Printer, was the reply. 
Afterwards Captain Retallack, the Goyernor's Secretary, 
examined we, and said" Do you know the business ?" No. 
Then he bought a book for one dollar, and said that I may 
keep a dollar for myself, and the Captain told me that he 
would come alld see my mother to morrow morning. In 
fact I smiled constantly, and shook all their hands, after 
having told the Colonel that I wished to wait tor the arrival 
of Gov. GeneraL At last the Captain and myself ca.me to 
the gate, where I tshook his har.d, and then parted from him. 
I returned with gladness, and informed my mother of all 
that had taken place. I told her that I had met with a 
gentleman that loved and feared God~ and that he would 
call and see her, and probably learn whether my statements 
were in accor'dance with truth. The next morning be came, 
and was informed of many things by' my mother, regarding 
he.fself and family. and also what. had b<lppened to me; he 
saId to be~ that 1 wro.te on a slIIall slate very quick, t~ the 
gentlemen lD the ParlIament House, which made her burst 
into a loud laugh. Then he came out of my house, and 
went away. A few days after I was diligent to search for 
the house where he lived, and found it on George Street. 

When it was six o'clock, I was called into,b.is parlour, 
and welcomed. As I Rat on a chait ill his presence; he 
sat, and wrote on a large slate, and said t.o me that the Se-
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cret..\ry would give me a wooden leg, and an apprenticeship 
in the Queen's Printing Ottice. Howe vel' I ~nswered that 
I did not like to wear it, but that I would have a better cork 
with springs in it. But he renrned an answer that -it is 
very expensive. At last I told him that I saw a black man 
who had a short stump not so long as mille, find could walk 
very well with a cork one, so he gave consent, and pt'omised 
to tell the Secretary about it. After that he begall to have 
a conversation ahout the Gospel of Christ, but I made hi 111 

no answer. As soon as our conversation wa.: ended, his wife 
came from the town, and shook my hand, and wondered, and 
said how I could find onr house. Aftel' that Cnptl1ill told 
me that I will excuse him, for he must go ou his h:lf.;illl'ss. 
They wished me a good evening, and I left, and til \:'11 he 
opened a door for me to p~l8S out, and bowd with his hallll 
to me. 

Then my step W:1:-; lighter, and I went very quick like a. 
deer with crutches, and returned home, and after a few clays 
I also went ido the LOllse, where the Captain told me that 
the Secretary could not buy one for me, because it cost one 
hundred dollars, so I was grieyed. As I returned home, I 
told my mother what had been said, as I was very anxious 
to hiye an artificalleg-this was in vain. So my mother 
went to the Government House about getting up a subs­
cription ; the Secretary was pleasQd, and ordered the military 
Se]"~eallt to collect snbscription which was set on foot, and 
here it ~iyc" me much pleasure to state that seventy-seven 
dollars were collected. The Sergeant took a deep interest in 
my welfare. One day I went into the Sergeant's honse, 
where 1 asked him if I will get a leg in Philadelphia in the 
United States. ilut he shook his head, so as to Sil.Y, No, and 
said I will get it in Kemptville, Canada West. When I 
was given the subscription paper, which my mother brought 
from the Governor's house, I found great difficulty, so that 
I could not collect money in the puhlic ,offices, and I re­
turned borne. a.nd handed it to my mother, who took it to 
the Governor's hOllse again. -' 

When the subscription was on foot, I thought that I would 
be hetter sell my mot.hp],,,' suyplements in the United States, 
or also collect mom'Y by the next snbscription paper which 
Mr. McGann wrote. AR I determined and wentto thesta.tion, 
where the master was v~ry kind to give me a free ticket, 
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when I asked for it, and I travelled in the railcars to 
Niagara Suspension Bridge, aud the next train to Buffalo 
for a great many miles 'Very pleasantly. At Buffalo I went 
into Eng-lish Clock shop where I sold the supplement to him, 
and he paid me a york shilling for it which was worth three 
pence. He burst into a laugh, and said to me that I would 
not be able to sell them in this city, for the inhabitants are 
Yankee, Dutch and Irish, this frightened my idea. After 
thelle things I became much excited and walked very quick 
to sell round abou~ the streets, but was in vain. I went 
into the hotel where I asked for supper, lodging and break­
fast. so the landlord grante.d my request. After supper how 
foolish I have been to tell him about the Governor, but he 
wondered, aou compelled to charge me anything for supper, 
so I was grieved and paid him. But his son was moved 
with compassion, and walked with me out of the door, and 
gave me money back when the landlord did not see him. 
Then I went down the cellar into the next hotel where I was 
kindly received to rest and slept for the night, this time I 
was glad to talk with a deaf and dumb Irishman, who told 
me that the inhabitants in Erie City are German, and I 
thought I would like to go aud see it. The following morn· 
ing after breakfast I determined, and took cars free, and 
went full speed to Erie, a beautiful city laying by the lake 
of that same name. I tried to go and sell round about 
there, but also was in vain, and I thought it was no use for 
me to do, and,then retreated from business, so I took pleasure 
to visit a great many whit~ painted houses, and also a canal 
which ran through it. The thought came into my mind, 
that I would like to see my friends in Bedford, so I deter­
mined, and came to the station in which the master was 
very kind to ask me if! have friends, and signed my name 
on a free ticket, and then gave :t out to mc, when I asked 
for it. I recognized a gelltleman who watched me all night 
on account of my affliction in the botel in Bedford, that I 
was going to visit Dr. Ackley who amputated my leg, but I 
was surprised and grieved, when he told me that he died last 
week, and then he took me to the hotel where I had 8upper. 
After that I made haste to run out, and chanced to fell down 
the door-step on my leg and 'arms to the stone pavement, 
and I felt great pain, however I did not care, and then ran 
wildly to tbe station,thinking for the 1ate hour but I found 
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did not. After a few moruents I took the freight cars, and 
went to Cleveland all night, and in the morning I was kindly 
asked the conductor for permission to take the cars to Bed­
ford, where the sad accident happened to my leg about one 
year ago. So I did and when the cars arrived there, the 
station master immediately was struck with amazement to 
see me, as I came out of the cars, and made a sign to me by 
liftin§ his finger in motion meaning that I must go to my 
uncle s house in Virginia, which is 88 miles from here, but 
I was not declined to do EO. He mentioned the circum­
stances to the Conductor and the Engineers and the pas­
sengers who collected about the cars to see me on the plat­
form. 

After that I felt elated, and walked through the village to 
see my friends in every house, who !were surprised, and 
wondered at me very much how I could travel alone with 
one leg and crutches about four hundred miles from Toronto 
without money. On ~e streets my step was lighter, and I 
took pleasure and went as fast as I could, and some of the 
well informed villagers wondered at me much, among them 
was one who told me that I must not walk very fast for fear 
of being killed, however I never take this advice. When 
it was Sunday afternoon I walked along with Mr. HubbabeJ, 
a store keeper, who led me to the burial.ground where my 
amputated leg was buried in the small sand grave. As soon 
as I saw it I instantly burst into tears with a gloomy face, 
and wept over it very much, because I remembered that the 
use of two legs which afforded me so great blessing, so that 
I could walk very fast, and mwer use it again. Then I 
walked forward to Dr. Robinsou's honse where I slept for 
the night, I welcomed the Doctor with much delight in 
shaking his hand, and asked him" What was it that caused 
my leg to be cut ofn" But he answered that my leg was 
broken into pieces, and I would have bled to death. Then 
he left me, and went away immediately. 

After having spent with Mr. Fuller three days in hi~ house 
where I had a conversation, and was charmed with his deaf 
and dumb daughter. I also visited all the good villagers 
who treated me most hospitable and they gave me some 
clothes. I went into the station where 1 met with a kindly 
reception from the Bame conductor, and he was still kind to 
me, so I got into the cars which reached Yellow Creek; how 

D2 
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kind the conductor was to me, and when we parted, he 
lifted his hand to his forehead several times, and then went 
away. I went to New Cumberland fi\"e miles, though the 
conductor dic1not say anything tOl' not ha\"ing a ticket from 
me in the cars. Thereafter I recognized a shoemaker who 
could not get me a job; before the loss of Illy leg, he showed 
by his face sorry for my affiictiun, anfl could not talk to me, 
and walked with me to the Ohio river, where I tuok a small 
hoat, and sailed to the other shore. From that he dil'Ccted 
me, to the house whel e my uncle William lived, but I was 
surprised in my feeling to learn that he had rell1o,-ed from 
the lofty hills two miles f.'om tLere, As I came into the 
house and found my uncle's wife and COllsin were alone, 
they were vel'y surprised at my coming from tar country. 
and my cousin asked me if I brought a lettel' from my mother 
for them. She looked upon me with a gloomy face, when 
I told her I had not, and perh:lps to think that I might have 
ran from my mother, so she promised to write a letter to her 
to see if my statement was tme, but she did not. N ow why 
did I not get a letter for them? Because I was afrdid that 
it would be soiled with wet from the sun in walking EO much 
if I put it in my pocket. The next morning after breakfast 
I walked up long rising hills through the forests, but half 
distance I sat very pleasant on the Wass, and noticed a bright 
gold lizard; at fi.·st I felt afraid, and thought it was venomous, 
and in a short time after I took courage and caught holJ of' 
it with my hands, and found it was harmless; it was a beau­
tiful vertebrat~d animal. Then I went into my nncle 
William's son in whieh the :Mistres8 and her female visitor 
were alone, but her husband was out at work in the field, 
She welcomed me with much delight, and after a short con­
versation whe'n he showed me a pretty colored portrait of 
my brother 'William in his 111ajor uniform; I said to her that 
he was very proud and ungmtet'ul to my mother as well as 
myself. She did not believe me, and tuld me that he will 
come and visit us next summer, but he did not. lhen 1 
went out, and found the master who was busy in plou~hing 
with his horses, alld he welcomed, and then went with me 
to RUppel', and there we :oat round to eat when I saw by 
their looks appeared a little sorrowful as I judged well by 
their facos, 80 I told her that I liked my brother, but I did 
not like to see them unhappy about him. After having 



83' 

visited all my fl'iends in this villagu1 and also in Manchester 
to where I could walk ten miles and back with crutches. I 
informed thelll that I would travel through the states of 
Kentucky, Indianapolis, Iowa, &c., but I changed my mind 
as soon as the thought came into my mind that I will try to 
get a leg in Philadelphia, so I determined so. One day 
I used to take a walk for pleasure, and though I would 
attempt to hop with one leg and two crutches up the high 
hill, it was with gt'eat difficulty, as it was from seven hun­
dred to ei~ht hundred feet high. I was glad when I was on 
the summit. Afterwards I descended and then ran very 
fast down the hill, and I was surprised I did not fall. The 
people wondered at me very much, among them was one a 
storekeeper who told me that I could beat him very well. 

After that I went into the large boat which was propelled 
with steam by a single wheel at the stern, it is quite 
common on the river. One of the men on hoard showed 
me every part of it, after which I told him that I wanted to 
go to Pittsburgh which is sixty miles fro~ here, but he ans­
wered that I had better takE: the cars which run swifter than 
this boat. I thought so too. 

At sundown aile! dark soon come I retl1l'lIe(1 ;lOll1e where 
I spent with my nncle the whole week, I told my cousin 
that I mllst go away immediately, and I wished them a good 
morning, but she begged that I would 1I0t go but stay with 
her l(}nger. However I could not beat' to do Su for fear that 
I may be hte to !!II to the Printing Office in Quebec. 

Thereafte!' I sailed and walked a short way to the station, 
and I felt gt'eat heat from tIte snn which was very great, I 
also had on two shirts which made things woree, so I stl'i pped 
off my coat and then took othel' shirt t't'OIH llIe and left it 
in the station where I had dinner free. In a short time I 
took the gt'een cal'S, and bore me along the pleasant heantiflll 
bank of Ohio river to Pittsburgh in the State of Pennsyhoania 
at a very rapid rate. A conductor gathered the tickets from 
the pa~8engers, and found that I had got none; he was very 
angry, and wrote on his pocket book, and said that I must 
pay at Wellesville when I came there, I was disappointed 
and told him that I thought the station ma8ter told him to 
give me a ride, but he said" No." I said to him that the 
Railway Company did not give me anything for running over 
my leg by the cars. However he had no pity fOt· me, and 
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left me and went away. I began to be afraid and wrote on 
a piece of paper, that I was trying to get as much money as 
would purchase an artificial leg, and also hoping- the Rail­
way Co. would gi \'e me !'lome assistance. At last he ans­
wered that as I had no ticket when the accident happened 
they would give me nothing. 

How happy was I when he missed me when I arrived in 
the city. Everything was strange to me, and I did not know 
anyone. How helpless was I, but the Lord opefled a way 
for me. I had great difficulty to find a place where to sleep; 
I went to a number of hotels, but foulld they had no place 
for me, and their charge waC! very high. 

At the time it was about two o'clock, a. m., I went into 
a large mansion house where I was kindly received to sleep 
and breakfast. One morning I went into the station in 
which I stood close to the window office, and wrote a paper 
to the master, and said that "I wished to go to Philadelphia," 
But he answered that it is ten dollars, and if I cannot pay, 
better go and see the Superintendent who may give me a 
free ticket one mile from here. Soon after I walked on the 
track through the street where the Engineer who periormed 
the Steam Locomotive Engine showed by his face pity for 
me, and threw his half dime to the ground from which I 
took, and thanked him for his kindness. After a short walk 
I was directed, and went up stairs into the office where I 
found a genteel lad who. was alone engaged as an 
operator in the telegraph office as I opened the door. I 
wrote on some telegraph papers on the desk, aud told him 
many things what I wishea, and he talked with me for a long 
time about the remarks with pleasure. When his master 
came he told me I must tell him about my wishes to him, 
and after that I was informed that I might pay at least five 
dollars to buy a ticket. However I could not afford it, and 
told him that I would therefore walk a distance of three hun­
dred and thirty six miles to Philadelphia, if he did not give 
me a ticket. He wondered, and he answered to me "Why 
did not I get some assistance for the loss of my leg, and I 
must go and ask the Railway Co. about my affliction. And 
he returned to me that I had bettel' go and see the overseer 
of the poor who might give me five dollars to buy a ticket, 
but I did not believe it. At last I be"ged him to speak to 
the COllductor to take me in the cars, but he told me thflt 
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he was not a good man and would not take me if I tell him. 
When I lIaw there was no use in trying to get a ticket I 

left him and went out of the office down stairs to take a walk 
very quick through the streets one mile to the station; as 
I came into it and told the master if he would buy a COPy of 
my mother's book which I brought from Bedford, as'my 
mother had left them, and he said "Yes." I sold him one,. 
and he gave me half-a- dollar for it. When he paid me, he 
then returned me the book. Was not this very kino '? Aillo 
his little clerk handed me more than twenty-five cents out of 
hi~I>ocket. 

When it wae just time for the cars to go to Philadelphia I 
became much excited, and began diligently to search for the 
Conductor, and in a little time after I found the Oonductor 
leaning his back against the pillars as he was talking with 
a brakes man beside the carR. I wrote on a slate, and told 
him that I wished to go to Philadelphia, however he told 
me that I mnst go to see the Superintenlient for a. ticket; 
but I told him all tha.t was done with him but it was in vain .. 
When I found a great difficulty to make him allow me, so I 
drew a book out of my ~ocket, and held it to him, who als(} 
took and read it when I told him that my mother wrote that 
book. After this he pointed his forefinger in motion mean­
ing that I might get into the cars, however he returned the 
book to me. How happy I was in the cars, which did bear 
me down the track of the Pennsylvania Raihoad a distance 
of 336 miles to the city, all night at a full rapid rate, from 3 
P. M., till about 8 in the morning. When a short distance 
from the city, the Steam Locomotive Engine was separated, 
and the cars were drawn by ten horses with long ears which 
appeared like mules. By and by the cars made a stop under 
the house. I felt alarmed as I came out of the cars, and then 
walked through a great many beautiful streets like the line 
of a chess-board, and wondered to see so many city passen­
ger cars drawn by two horses in each, which generally run 
on the rails of the streets in every direction. Every thing 
was strange to me. How helpless was I, that I had no 
friends, but God is very merciful to keep my health in all my 
troubles, so I hall accomplished a journey of about 796 miles 
by the cars. When I felt afraid, that J did not know any 
person, I went to the Pennsylvania Freight depot in which 
I said to the clerk that I came here from Pittsburgh all night. 
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and thinking that I lllUSt. go back for I have no friends here, 
but he gaveLme fifty cents, and said "N 0, never mind, that I 
had better go alld see Benjamin Frank Palmer, Esquire. who 
invented the artificial limbs which will cost me 150 dollars. 
Oh what a RtlI"pl'is~! as I could not afford to pay so much for 
it. I wa~ iuformed hy hilll ",11e!·e MI'. Palmer lived. 

Af'tel· a brief event I went down stairs into the ')pcn air, 
and began diligently tu seal·ch for the IuventOJ", and was 
directed tel his house where 1:e lived Oil Chesnnt Street, 
which i~ chiefly occupied by the manufacturers. The Oiti­
zens were very kind, and treateJ me very well. As I came 
close t() his dOOl'-post I saw marked, "Palmer, Inventor and 
Surgeu I Artist." I knocked at it, which was opened by a 
genteel lad. Afterwards he soon learned that I was dumb, 
and showed me an artificial limb which I looked at very 
carefully so as to sec if it ",ao; well formeo, as it is made of 
willow wry light, and the ]"illt of knee, allkle and foot is 
so exactly made alld put t(lgethl'r, and told me that it is 
worth 150 dollars. MI'. Palmer \vas not at home, but was 
ill B.)ston, in the State of Ma~sachIBett8. SOOIl after Andrew 
Osborne, Esquire, showed his kindness, and came in, and 
then sat on a chait· heforf! nw, al!d tal!~ed about it un a slate. 
At first I told him that I tra veiled from Toronto in Canada, 
and arrive I here for the leg, as I was anxiolls to wear it. 
He anilwel'ed "How did YOll know me?" :My friends told 
me that yOlll' leg~ are bel"t ~;')l'll1e.! in the world was the reply. 
11 e l'etnl'l1ed to me, and salG that I should pay at least 100 
dollars,if I can't affOl'J to get 150 dollars to bny one, however I 
could nut. "What do yon think the price can yon afford to 
gi ve tor one ?" said he. "Seven dollars," answered I, and he 
wondered such a little, and shook his head. At last I told 
him that the Canadian Govemor's Secretary has seventy 
dollars and sixty cents. He was pleased and when he mea­
sured my stump. he began to be afraid, and thought that my 
statement was not true; so he wrote a letter to my mother by 
post to see if I might have a leg and pay $75 for it. I 
wondeed how he wai so kind to give me black clothes, and 
buttoned boot which appeal'ed new, and also brouO'ht me 
halt~a·dollar ior my mother's book, and told me thatI must 
clean my hands like a gentleman, and go to Barber's shop 
for cutting my hair off, and not go in such a dirty condition, 
an,1 yon better go to the hotel, and stay there, and pay the 
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landlord for boal·ding and lodging, amI do not a.sk the land­
lords of the hotels to give me free. 

Having nothing to do I used to take a delightful wel,lk 
ronnd the city, and had many pretty ~trallge views of the 
grassy squares contained many squirrels, 'Peacocks, deer, 
trees· shrubs and valuable fountains; I wondered and liked 
to see the peacocks walking in the open air, with the pride of 
their beauties plnmage and expansive tails of all hues, they 
also sprearl ont their tails to make a large ball nn tIl(' back, 
which is marked with spots like e'yes. They appf'ared to 
be haVpy. I went to the Faremont Park on which the 
white marble statues, fou~tains and great water mills 
are situated, and also an observatory 011 cit high rock, all of 
which I wondered to see, and I met by chance a sail"r who 
showed by his face pity for my afflictiol1, and threw one gold 
dollar in my hand. It struck my feeling with gladness, and 
I thought 1 would have a pleasant sail to Mana.Yunk, so I 
paid fi ve cents for fare, and took an excursion steamer which 
was to carry me down on the bright bosom of the Schuy lkil 
river six miles distance. I felt elated and happy. I liked 
to see the maje'5tic willows and trees which shaded the old 
cottages on each bank of the river which sparkled, as the 
sun shone on it, and the trees were all covered with e-reen 
verdure, beautiful to behold. There arc many hanclsoille 
bridges which spanned this delightful river. .My step was 
lighter, and I went very fast in every direction, and the 
citizens wondered at me very much, as I was in a very happy 
condition for to visit several buildings, Laurel Hill and Odd­
fbllow Cemeteries, Girard college, Oity prison, Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum, U. S. mint, Navy yard, Independellce Hall, 
Pennsylvania Hospital-,vith Penn of Quaker's statue situated 
in frout of it where Indians knelt befol·e it many years ago, 
and also visited a grand view of Federal soldiers, and also 
visited the city of Uamden, in the State of N" ew Jersey, lay­
inO' by the Delaware river opposite this city. I had six 
bo~ts which were awfnll v torn; how kind some of the shoe­
makers who gave me six boots between them; I got them 
whenever I asked for them. 

After having satisfied my curiosity, when the thought 
came into my mind that I would like to visit Baltimore, 
Washina-ton, Richmond, &c., but soon afraid that I may be 
late to go to the Printing office, so I came into }vIr. P-'a 
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where I found that he didn't hear from my mother, though I 
sent her a lettel' thrice, I used to go to his house for some 
days, expecting to see if he has got a letter from her. There­
fore I wrote on a paper, and said to his assistant clerk that 
I must go home immediately, and could not bear to stay 
here longer. When he read it, he went to the Inventor who 
had returned from Boston lately. Just then Mr. 0.- told me 
that I must stay here for the leg which would soon be ready 
for me, and then I could walk with it. I was glad too. At 
length when my leg was made, the tradesman put the socket 
of the leg in order to see if it was fitted to my stump, Ex­
actly two or three days elapsed, when I became accustomed 
to walk with it, I attempted to walk with it very quick, but 
I nearly fell down, and he laughed, but his lad told me I 
must walk slowly. MI'. 0--- said to me that you must pay 
the landlord for your lodgings, and I will give you four 
shillings to buy food for yourself on travelliD~, when I got a 
letter from the Secretary, and I will fix your leg, and send it 
to Toronto by express. After having said so I went into the 
boarding house with the paper which he wrote, and showed 
it to the landlord who also took and read it, though he made 
me no answer, Then I asked him that I wanted to know 
what charge will I pay for nearly three weeks, "six dollars 
was the reply," Instantly I was surprised, and told him that 
it is such a high price, and begged to give him at least two 
dollars, but he refused, and changed his manner, and said to 
me that you must pay me ei~ht dollars; I wondered how Sly 
he was, and wounded my feeling, and grieved me much. At 
last I said to him "Whv did you not tell me sucu a high 
price?" But he answered to me that Mr, O--told YOll about 
it, and if yon would not pay that I will tell him to pay me, 
so I put my hands in my pocket, and drew out the full silvers 
and put them on the counter in the presence of him who 
showed his face unkind, and counted to the amouut of eight 
dollars beside about six dolla.rs which I had left in my pocket. 
In fact I came out of it, and went with a gloomy countenance 
to the Inventor's house, and told Mr. 0 - about the money, 
then be made me understand by the motion of his head that 
I ought not be uneasy about it. He then handed four 
shillings into my hands, and I bade him a good evening. 

After that I came out of it and walked very quick for some 
little distance to the President's house where I went up stairs, 
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and opened the door. I found that the clerks were busy writ­
ing in the office, and asked one of them that I wished to have 
a free ticket to Toronto. I was conducted by one of them to 
the next door where the President of the Company used to 
do his duty, but he was not there. Some minutes afterwards 
I was called into his presence, he was writing at the desk;. 
the Station master stood before him. The President said to 
me "Why made you come from Toronto without friends and. 
without money?;' "I only came to look for a leg, and that· 
the kindness of the Inventor would give me it for seventy­
five dollars less." "Again he said to me that you had better 
go to New York which is the nearest way for you to Toronto_ 
At last I would not agree, and l1!aid to him that "I must go to. 
Cleveland to obtain some assistance from the Railway Co .. 
who belong to Pittsburgh Line where the accident happened 
to me, but he could not give me a ticket. The Station 
Master showed pity for me by lifting his head as I opened 
the door. After it was shut up I went down stairs with fear,. 
and became much excited to walk very quick to the Inven-· 
tor's house. As I came in, and told Mr. 0- that how I 
cannot recei ve a ticket from the President; he returned me 
an answer why didn't you tell him that you would go to· 
Pittsburgh, and if you cannot get free, you had better to get 
into the cars without even asking anything from the con-· 
ductors. so I determined to do so. I left his house, and went 
to look for the cars. As soon as I found them, I looked for 
the Conductor and observed him on the platform, as htl was 
conversing with a gentleman. I entreated him to take me 
to Pittsburgh, but he told me I must go to the office of the 
station. I accordingly did so, and as I went close to his 
window; how lurprised was I to find that the master was the 
same gentleman that I had seen with the President. He 
very kindly consented to my request, and told me to take· 
me. How happy I was in the freight cars which were drawn, 
by ten horses through the Market Street, a long distance to 
the country where the Steam Engine was; as tloon as they 
were attached. They began to run along the side of the' 
beautiful bank of Susequehanna river nnd Canal, and crossed 
the river over a magnificent bridge, three thousand, six hun-· 
dred and seventy feet in length. But what astonished me· 
much was to see a number of small rocks in the river, and 
also the Canal boats crossing the river on a bridge, t.his 1 
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was told was an aqueduct filled with water. There are no 
pine trees in the United States like Canada. When I be­
came hungry and told the Conductor that I am sorry I did 
not bring victuals with me from the citro The passengers 
gave me some which refreshed me much, and appeased my 
hunger, and g-ave me much pleasure i'm' their kindness. 
Now wllJ did not I get food from the city? Because I 
thought the cars would remain at Pittsburgh in the morning, 
but was tlisappoillted that they did not run ()uick as the samd 
as the passenger cal'S for three tla:vs. During the time the 
cars stood at Atloona, I took C01WI~e and hopped out of the 
cars without the crutches, and weTlt ~lose to the Conductor 
·who was talking with ll1en on the ground, and he smiled at 
me, so he ordered one of them to get me the crutches, and 
then the Conductol' took me to the hotel where I had some­
thing to eat. When the landlady gaye me some liquors, but 
I would Dot drink it; he told me that I was a good. lJOY, and 
do not drink any strong liquors which are too bad for ~'~e. 
After that I was informed by him thr.t I must in a hurry get 
into the cars for it will soon start. ~o did I ;md took tile 
cars which were drawn by two Steam Engines, and went 
full speed, and here climbed the Alleghany mountains. and 
took its conrse among the mountains by keeping along the 
deep indentation made by the waters of the Little Jun1ata, 
until at Tyrone city 120 miles from the Eastern terminus, it 
entered Tuckahoe village between the chief range of the 
AlleghanieR and Brush monntain, the ascent of the mountain 
is the greatest achievement of Railroad Engineering that 
the wodd has ever beheld. I :passed into the weat black 
tunnel which is perforated throu!o!h tho rocky side of the 
mountain, and forms an excavation threo-t'ourthsof a mile 
in length. I was ~nrprise<l that the C0Jltluctnrs were changed 
at one of the 8tations, bnt the llew one did lIot say anything 
to me for not having a ticket, nor looked on me. About the 
middle oftbe night the two Steam Engines were separated, 
and the one Engine plll-'hed the Jast enr in which I tOQk a 

. se~t,.and faced the big' fUllllel alld a large lamp which was 
brIllIant Illuminated, and looked at me, and I proceeded to 
Pittsburgh as soon as lig-ht appeared. 

When the cars nJ'rived at the station in the morning I began 
to be fri~htened fot' die people have seen llIe before I went 
to Philadelphia, and walked up the track to the SU'Perioten-
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dent'& house quite fearless in which I found the same lad, 
that I had seen \vhen I was on my journey to Philadelphia. 
He was surprised by my coming, and I told him that the 
Conductor had kindly taken .me from here to Philadelphia, 
buthe answered that he supposed I had paid him five dollars 
to go. "Oh TiO," and this with emphasis, Again he said 
"What was his appearance?" I told him so. At last he 
believed me, and said all was true. Then he said "What 
made you return to this place r' I intend going to Cleveland 
to see whether the Railway Co. would give me some assis­
tance. He nodded his head in motion meaning all right. 
Also I was informed that he do not belong to Pittsblll'gh Line. 

After an account I left him, and descended down stairs, 
and walked off as fast as I could, aud searched for all the 
Superintendents and Conductors, but all was in vain. As I 
sat on the platform with a heart fnll of sorrow I [.)lmd the 
same Conductor (who was angry with me when I was in the 
cars which took me from my uncle's village to this city 
without a ticket some weeks ago!) and took courage to shout 
aloud a few yards from him; as soon as he heard the noise, 
he cheyecl and walked and came close to me, and read on a 
small slate which I wrote, and said to him "Are you going 
to Bedford with the car~I' Oh yes! I said "W ill you take 
me with you to it. He shaked his head "No r' and then 
left me, which made me feel maddened. I began to follow 
him, and hardly begged him, as he walked to write on a 
pocket book 011 his busille~". I told him that I would give 
him one dollar, but he answered that yon had better buy a 
ticket to go to Bedford. ~o I did it, but I call1lot afford to 
pay three dollari" for it. Thereupon I told an elegantly 
dressed gentleman to ask him about my request, EO he did 
it but in vain. When I lost sight of them I got into the 
Steam Engine, and said to the Engineer a What made the 
Engineers let the Steam Engines to rnn over the people who 
could not hear and killed them while they walked on the 
track in such a pitiful manner 1" but he made me no answer. 

When it was time tor the cars to start he told me I better 
ask the next Oonductor whether he might give me a ride, so 
I did it, bnt he said the cars would not go to Bedford. He 
left me and got into the cars and went away. 

After searching some time I, could neither find Conductors 
nor SuperintendentE', so I did not know wllt:re to go. I was 
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altogether helpless. If I did not get assistance, 1 coula not 
proceed to Bedford which frig!ltened me ~ery much for the 
citizens are not kind there. When the hme came for the 
next train to start which used to run between Wheeling and 
here I got in it to ask the Brakesman to speak to the same 
conductor who I first asked about the fare. When they did 
80, but he still refused and looked harshly more than before, 
and signed in a furious voice saying no-no-no several times 
to me, but I would not ",bey him, and determined to sit on 
the seat quite fearless. Shortly after when this train began to 
start and crossed the Ohio ri ver through a great bridge which 
dimmed with smoke which came from the Cotton Factories. 
At a short distance the Conductor came to collect the tickets, 
as soon as he fixed his eyes upon me for a moment, and 
turned back and walked away without saying a word to me. 
I was so happy that he was not angry with me and missed 
me. The Brakesman in order to amuse me showed how he 
managed the brakes and the wheels, and at the same time 
how dangerious. I also saw in the distance of a train rail­
road cars which were painted red and looked beautiful; the 
road ran into the country. When the Conductor showed 
his new penknife to the Brakesman I jumped from the seat 
to see about it, and pointed to it with my finger which made 
him laugh; however he was pleased and not cross. A 
Brakesman told me that I must be very careful to get out at 
Wellesville which is fifty miles from Pittsburgh, for the next 
train will take me to Bedford. When I landed, and I got in the 
next train without asking anything from the Conductor, and 
took a seat quite fearless. When it began to start and ran 
160 miles to Cleveland at a full rapid rate about forty or 
fifty miles in one hour. The Conductor vf the train had a 
harsh expression of countenance and \\ as very fat, big man 
well dresl!led. In his rounds collecting the ti~kets, he found 
that I had got none; I made a funny expre5sion with my 
face, and lifted my finger to my chin flfj much 8.8 to say beard, 
and also pointed in thp. direction of Wellesville. He conld 
not understand what I meant, and he smiled and turned his 
back to the passenger who told him that the Conductor with 
the big beard had given me a ride from the city to the 
village. Then he left me and walked into the door through 
the platform on his duty. Again he collected the tickets, 
and afterwards drew near to me, and wanted me to let him 
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know where 1 will go, so 1 judged by his face. I wrote on 
a small slate, and said to him "I am going to Bedford," but 
he answered that 1 would not let the cars stop for you there. 
At last 1 told him about the Railway Co. and my affiiction, 
and only had five dollars which I had in my pocket. He 
left me in his anger, and after a while he bronght a ticket 
and showed me the word "Alliance" So he Eat and talked 
with the passengers concerning me, and after that he len 
them and went about his business. When I lost sight of 
him 1 touched the feeling of the passenger who turned his 
back to me, 1 told him that 1 wanted to know what he told 
him; he returned for answer from him that I had hetter get 
out at Hudson which is 20 miles from Bedford, so that 1 can 
walk to it, for the train would not stop for me at Bedford. 
1 would not believe this, however he did not tell me that 
there were no passengers to go to Bedford. 

Becoming tired and not having nothing to do 1 looked out 
of the window to see whether 1 could recognize the Bedford 
station, I did so and lost sight of it for the train ran at fnll 
speed. Oh! how unhappy was I, and the thought came 
into my mind that 1 would jump out of the cars through 
pretence which only made the Conductor frightened, hop­
ing that he may take me out. I began to rise from the seat, 
and walked close to the door; but it was with great diffi­
culty as my whole body was shaken. When the Brakcs­
man and one p3Bsenger saw me they pushed me down on the 
seat, and said that I would be killed if 1 did so, and I can 
get a ride in the next train at the Coal Yard. The Conduc­
tor stood on the platform looked sour and scolded through 
the window to me. As soon as this train stopped at it, I then 
hastened down the stairs without the sight of the Conductor 
but instantly he found me and caught the rope for the bell 
to ring; however he would not let the cars to start, for fear 
that I might be killed until I got to the ground safely. The 
train pas5ed by my SIde and went away, as I picked up my 
crutches from the ~round to which I threw from the platform 
of the tr&.in, and then walked up the Railroad track where 
the train passed me at once. After a journey of two miles 
to the first turn where the wooden tree marked Railway 
Crossing. the milk cart came and I entreated a boy who 
granted me leave and took me which bore me on our way to 
the big brick farm-house where I had supper and slept for 
the night. I was int;)rmed that they were Dutch. 
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At sunrise affer Breakfast it was sabbath I walked upon 
the dry and dusty road as fast as I could .three. miles, aud 
came in siO'ht of Bedford; this was about mne mIles by the 
road and five miles by the track. I went into the places of 
my friends' houses and told them my success about getting 
a cork leg, and also about the conductor. The next day I 
used to take a favourite walk and chanced to meet a Con­
ductor who was talking with the crowd villagers aoont me. 
r was surprised to see him coming here so quick and thanked 
him by nodding my head, and he smiled and then walked 
away; he had brought a great many children from Cleve­
land in the cars on a pleasant excursion. The same time 
r walked on the track not far below the station for pleasure 
to visit the deaf and dumb lady as I could not hear and not 
having seen the cars, but suddenly the Station master drew 
me out of the track by touching the feeling of my back, but 
what was my snrprise that I saw the last cars ran slowly, 
and passed me. Then I went back along with him to the 
station in which he told a gentleman how I was nearly 
killed who was snrprised to hear it, I recognized the next 
Conductor who stood on the baggage car,· and then pointed 
my finger to the cars in motion meaning that I want to get 
in it, so he granted me leave by nodding his head because 
he had given my mother and myself a free passag~ in the 
time of my affliction two years ago. So I did it which bore 
me fourteen miles to Cleveland. He wrote on a papel· to 
me and said "Where does your mother live t' "In Toronto" 
He wondered ::md then went on his business. 

During my arrival in the city, I then walked and was direc­
ted by the citizens to the superintendent's office where I 
wait~d for some minutes. When he came to his wo!·k I 
wrote on a piece of paper and said "Is your lIame Mr. 
Culloch r' Yes! I replied "that I had lost lIly leg in try­
ing to get on the cars, but he pointed his finget· to

L 

the door, 
and signed that I better go out now. Again 1 said "Did you 
hear the train ran over me on Pittsburgh Line at Bedford 1" 
Yes! Tuen I attempted to tell him '8.bo\",t wa!lting some 
;assistance, but he was very angry and said "If you trouble 
me so mnch about it, and I will, turn you out of the office, if 
y-ou did so, howbver he liked tv talk with me, but not auout 
the assistance. Shortly after the same Conductor came in, 
and welcomed Ille because tIe had given me a I·ide from heI'e 
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to Yello\': Creek some weeks ago. and talked with him, and 
then went away. I again repeated my request for a free 
ticket to Buffalo. Afterwards he said that he did not belong 
to it, and ~ave me directions to the next office. I left with 
grief and went down stairs, and walked as I was directed to 
the office where I found the next Superintcndel1.' who was 
busy writing at his duty and I entreated hi 111. .~ !'tel' that 
he said "What It.'ade you return here from Toronto ?'. But 
1 answered that Mr. Culloch refused to give me sOllie nssis­
tance for the ~oss of my leg. He showed by llis l:lCe pity 
for me, and signed my name on a free ticket Then I took 
it and then opened the door: s I looked to IJim who thanked 
his head to me and shut it up. I went down stairs and 
walked oft as fast as I could, and passed a beautiful fountain 
which spouted water, and came one mile in sight of a rich 
house and garden where Dr. Ackley lived. I lifted my 
eyes up hi~h,· and saw a widow who popped her head 
through the open window who enquired what is the matter, 
but she didn't know that1 was dumb. Soon after sbe carne 
outside the door I said that your husband amputated my leg 
at Bedford, bn t she told me that· she died some weeks ago. 
I said to her that I .heard so. There were mallY little gay 
children soon collected to see me talking with her. She 
called me into her house and gave me a seat on a chair; 
when she brought a shirt, but I would not take it for all its 
buttons were off. At supper she brought me water and Borne 
slices of bread, but I refused to drink water, and said "1 
want to get SOUle hot tea, so she did it. Just then I said 
that your husband charged fifty dollars fOJ·. cutting Illy leg 
off, but she smiled and said that he did not tell me anything 
about it. After these things I went from him, and \\'alkeu 
tor a few yards through tlie gate where some children who 
stood at the iron railing, and gave me some black cherrie8. 
A gentleman alighted from bis gig on the road, and gave me 
halt:'a·dollar. I said "How did you know me ?" He con­
tinued that I only pity you in your: affliction, 80 I thanked 
him for his kindness, and then he again got into the gig and 
went away. I became much excited and walked upon the 
same road very quick, thinking for the late hour to ~et in tile 
cars to the city, and took off my coat and vest for my Elhirt 
was all covered with wet from the sun, and I sat. on the 
pavement and cooled myself before the crowd of gentlemen 
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who saw me. When I found that the door was locked. up 
where I left a bundle of my books, so I went intI.> English 
hotel where I had kindly re~eived to sleep for the night. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

ARRIVING IN TORONTO, AND A JOURNEY TO QUEBEC, CANADA EAST, 

AFTER HAVING VISITED MY UNCLE, AND THE BURNING 

OF THE STEAlIlER AT MONTREAL. 

The following morning after breakfast I took the books and 
. then walked very slowly for my arms felt great pain, but I 

am sorry to tlay that my arms never became hard like corn. I 
travelled a great many miles in the cars and steam-boats for 
two days, as'! arrived in Toronto safely. The Conductors and 
Captains we~e all very kind in their feelings, but thanks to the 
Giver of all Good who opened their hearts to be kind to me. 
My mother was surprised by my coming, and welcomed me 
with much delight, but I said to her with a gloomy face 
"'Why did you not write a letter to Mr. Palmer, as I staid in 
Philadelphia, so long expecting one from you, and spent *8 
for lodgings and boardings 1" But she answered that the 
Secretary had gone away into the country, but my brother 
William would not when I told him. After some days I 
went into Captain Scott's houee, and told him glad tidings 
about a Palmer's leg, so he agreed and promised to tell the 
,secretary when he should returned from the country. A few 
days after the Secretary also was informed of all particulars 
about my request by Captain Scott, so he was pleased and 
wrote a letter and sent it by post. As soon as he receind 
an answer in which 1'j r. Palmer said that the Secretary 
must send seventy-five dollars at firet for an artificial leg, so 
he did it. I was informed by my mother that had been at 
the Government House, that the Secretary wondered how 
I could find him i~ Philadelphia. The money was sent and 
in due time the leg arrived, but it was detained for nearly a 
whvle month in the Custom House, there being twenty dollars 
-()f duty on it. At last throu"h the kindness of the gentle­
men and perseverance of the worthy Sergeant, it was got 

,o()ut free and great was the excitement of me when I saw it. 



OF GEORGE SA~!LEI. n"'.L. 97 

But was not the onlv kindness shewn me in the Government 
Department, for they also decided to take me into the 
Queen's Printing Office in Quebec. One day I went into 
the house where Sergeant Smith lived, by whom I was told 
"Why diJ I not give him a subEcription list 1" you was im­
pudent, and did not come to my house any more. 

Nearly a month passed. He brought the leg that was 
covered with a newspaper into my house, and smiled, as he 
handed it out to me. When I was accustomed to walk with 
it for some days, :ny mother told me I had better go and see 
my uncle and she will go too, so I assented and took a long 
walk with great difficulty as it was tiresome with one crutch 
and a little stick for I lifted the leg as it wore my stump on 
account of its shortness, aud came to the station where I took 
the cars and went to Bradford. From that place by mail 
stage, I was brought a distance of ten miles to a red big farm 
house where myoId acquaintance Wm. Law lived. I alighted 
from it and went through the wooden gate which was opened 
by his daughter who brought me to dinner. After that one of 
his sons then walked with me through the fields which was 
covered with fall wheat reaped off and I scrambled over 
several fences. Dear friends, I can climh over the fences 
very well with one leg by myself. 'Ye came to my uncle's 
brother Thomas' house, and then to the next house where my 
uncle lived. .After giving them :m excellent surprise, and 
spent there SOUle days, I took pleasure in a walk through the 
fields, but my :'unt said that I must be v8ry careful not to go 
into ano~her field !'or tl:~ great bull who would g~re me, and 
that I lllIght be killed It I ventured to approach It, so I pro­
mised not. When I had walked a few yards, the thought 
came into my mind that I would attempt to walk seven 
miles for the reason that I wished fo visit my uncle's brother 
'Villi a .. J ; so I detpr:uined to walk two miles, but my hand 
felt pain and sore leaning Oll a staff. But I was permitted 
to take a waggon and drove off to Cloverhill where I had 
suppel' with a storekeeper to whom I showed my cork leg 
and he wondered td see it, Then I walked about a mile with 
great difficulty on account of a le.::, ~o I entreated a gentle­
man who rode up to 11W, and he ;18ke(1 me to mount on the 
lwri'e, and so I did it; I ,,-as i'lIl"l'ri-8tl how I could ride it 
H'l"Y well t;)r a lOll'" di5~ance. ~,y e Wt;re separated and I 
v::1 i k,'.j a mile whe~ I scrambled over the fences, aud found 

E 
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some of the little children who were working in the field. 
I shouted aloud to them, as 50011 as they heard the noise. 
They ran to me and recognized and followed me on our way 
to tbeir house in which their parents were surprised to wel­
come me by shaking my hands, and they smiled to me when 
they heard the speech oftlleir children where I spent two 
days. He has only four daughters and one son. 

One day I also took a waggon and went to the spot, foul' 
miles further, where I parted, and I soon regained my 
strength and walked up the hollow and hills of the road, 
three miles to Mr. D--'s house. The reason I was very 
anxious to visit his two tall sons and daughter are all both 
deat and dumb. They are Irish. Here I spent three days, 
and was much charmed with them in conversation, of course 
by signs and fingers. When their mother became tired of 
me, and said that I must go and see the affliction of a farmer 
who had a wound in the leg, for whom I would show arti· 
ficialleg, not far below here, so I gave consent and deter­
mined to do so. I bade them good bye and then walked 
for some little distance, but was disappointed on account of 
rain, which soon advanced. When I saw the thick black 
clouds rolled up, I climbed up over the fences and walKed 
with great difficulty through a g-reat many decayed trees 
and faggots, and also sometimes I dipped my loot in the 
bog and water marshes, which troubled me very much. I 
was glad to get safely on the road, and took shelter in one 
of the neigh bour's house from the rain, and 111so slept for 
the night. Now how did I know him? Became I talked 
with him in many things with pleasure, and w!lnted me to 
go to his house, when he was going to visit )11'. D--'s 
house. After breakfast, the owner said to me, "Which 
would you prefer, to ride in the wagon or on horseback." 
On horseback was my reply. And he said velY well, and 
in a few minutes aftel' everything was ready, and he lifted 
me on a pony's back. Then I rode on it, but one of his 
sons who rode along with me, joilled on each side of the 
horses. We travelled in this way through the pleasant 
country, and I said to. him to let the horse go, which he 
began to do as fast ~s It could. He obeyed and did so, but 
the pony also galloped very fast and iollowed the horse, 
However, I was a good rider, and did not fall. In this 
manner I rode nine miles. Before I reached my U nde's 
house, I was high spirited, and showed my aunt, 'who was 
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left alonc, how I could ride~ and allowed the pony, which 
galloped as fast as it could, more than e,er, and my aunt 
wondered at me. The rider also wondered that the drop 
of perspiration were on my head. However, he felt cold. 
We went into her house and hau supper. After that my 
cousin who had returned from her work, said that I must 
pay him for his trouble. But I could not and told her that 
she might give him my mother's book, so she gave consent 
and herd it out to him 'who was accepted to take it. When 
my uncle returned home and made us take more supper, so 
we did it, the rider wished them and myself farewell, and 
he got on his horse, and led 1he pony too, and went away. 
I also walked sev",n miles to see my friends. And after 
some days when I became tired to stay with my uncle for 
three weeks, I returned to Toronto part of the way by a 
waggon to Bradford and the rC'f:'t by the Railcars. 

At the cll)se of the evening, I walked further through the 
streets in every direction, and I felt strengthened to lift my 
leg which was attached to my stump which I did not find so 
heavy as at first. I came to my house but was disappointed 
to find my mother was not in it, but the neighbour said that 
she has left it, and removed to the how,e where Mr. 11:­
lived on Denison Avenue. As I came in, and I was surprised 
when my 1110ther told me that my brother William has left 
here without the knowledge of her, nor lJid her farewell, she 
did not know where he was; but as ~oon as she had received 
a letter hom my brother John informing uo that William 
was in England, Staff Sergeant of the Hoyal Artillery. 
William never wrote a letter to her for three years, nor now 
also. 

A promise having been made that I would be admitted 
into the Queen's Printing Office, (the proprietors of which 
are Messrs. Derbyshire & Desbarats,) and the Provincial 
Government having removed from Toronto to Quebec. I 
gave my mother no rest till she would consent to go, as I 
was anxious to see the old city, the place where my dear 
father and mother were married. and William was born there. 

After bidding adieu to our friends, we left Toronto on the 
10th of October. A t five o'clock in the evening, we went 
on board the stately steamer Kingston. It had been a pretty 
day, and the sun's golJen beams shed a glowing lustre over 
the expansive Lake Ontario. The spires and the houses for 
the city were reflected from its placid bosom. We soon lost 
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sight of it, and we sailed. down the La~e into the n~ighty 
Saint Lawrence, and I enjoyed the pleasmg scence. When 
the morn was come, I was up and looking around met I saw 
a number of beautiful islands, and I was told that they were 
called the Thousa~d Islands, but whether there are a thousand 
or not cannot say, as I did not count them-this was an im­
possibility. There are many wild ducks flew up and dived 
in the water. I saw seven light-houses on them. These are 
to direct the navigators through tho intricate places, and to 
tell them where there is danger. I also saw three great 
rapids. How the steamer pitched when we descended them, 
and I enjoyed it Yery mHcll. We passed dowq the rapids, 
as the snn was rising in the morning of the 12th followed 
by another steamer which had accompanied us from King­
stt)n, and my steamer sailed faster than it, and passed 
beneath the great Yictoria bridge which extends from Point 
8t. Charles til Nun's Island nearl,y two miles. But what 
took our attention was the beautiful Island of St. Helens, 
where my mother first met with my esteemed father thirty 
years ago. 

At six o'cl'Jck e,ening "'hich was beautiful, not a cloud 
obscured, and the mild light of the full moon, we left Mon­
treal and Eailed down the riYer to the ancient city of 
Quebec, and came in sight of the great frowning preci"pice 
called Cape Diamond on which the citadel is built. The 
line of fortifications of the citadel crown the top of the rock. 
The officers' barracks face the ri,er. There are a number 
of large guns pointing to the ri,er, all very curious to me. 

We landed at the Napoleon wharf safely at five o'clock, 
morning after travelling fi,e hundred miles trom Toronto. It 
was very wet, and Q·,lebec looked very gloomy. Ny mother 
tlent me to a boarding house to get breakfast while she went 
to look for apartments in Upper Town. S he then returned 
and brought me out and the baggage in the vehicle. I 
was trightful to see the horses climbing up the rocky streets. 
We got apartments in Nouvelle street which is the principal 
streets in St. Louis Suburbs. From our windows we had a 
beautiful view of the bay, the North Channel and the river 
St. Charles, the falls of Montmorenci in the distance from 
which a large range of mountains exteud round a vast space 
of country in front of which on the level road are many beau­
tiful villag~s chiefly inhabited by French Canadians. There 
are two places named Upper and Lower Lorette. one of which 
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is inhabit.e~ by Indians. They are very hospitable, and fond 
of.the BritIsh Government, and they have a cannon which 
they fired in honor of the Prince of Wales, when he went to 
visit Quebec. I also saw the Prince, Duke of N ewcaf\tle 
Lord Lyons and his suit thrice, and also the grand processiod 
of well uniformed Indians,aud also six large steam-ships, one 
of which I wondered to see a great gunboat "Nile" At any 
time I was pleased to go ronnd about the city and visited 
Martes Towers and Citadel and the plain of Abraham where 
General Wolfe fought with French and was killed, and also 
a great monument on the Bellvede Road which is raised over 
the bones of many soldiers who fell in the enga~ement. My 
friend Mr. Thompson who lives beside Wolfe s monument 
showed me the spot where the hero was killed. There were­
many cannon-balls in his gRrden which had been firing at the: 
taking of Quebec, and my mother has got one from it. 

During the Que<an's birthday, my mother and I took the­
cab and went to visit Beauport and the Falls of Montmoren­
ci, I was informed that the suspension bridge was broken 
down by one man who drove the wagon along with his wife and 
a child through it, they fell down the falls and were drowned 
and could not be picked up, but a piece of cloth. The Ca­
tholic people and the priests knelt before the falls for their 
death. I also visited Point Levi which is of po site Quebec. 

When we were some months in Quebec, longed to go to 
work, but was much disappointed when th~ printel' told the 
Secretary that he could not take me into the office, in con­
sequence of his being afraid thinking that I cannot under­
stand it. This made me very sorrowful, for my mother had 
given up a school in Toronto, and laid out much in 1ring­
ing us to Quebec because the Secretary told her if she 
brought us to Quebec, I would be certainly be taken 
into the office. He was sorry and wanted me to choose 
some other trade, but I was not inclined to do so, and liked 
the printing best, so I prayed earnestly to God to give the 
printer a kind heart that he might take me so that I could 
learn a trade. One morning I went into the office where 
I hardly begged the printer who was inclined to allow me, 
I was glad to set types for Oanadian Gazette, and the fore­
man a French Canadian was very generous to me. I was 
quick to take it up. But when I had worked eleven months, 
my eyes failed, a.nd I bec~me ~lmost. blind. Then I went 
into the Hotel Dleu HospItal for curlDg my eyes by Doctor 

E:& 
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Fremont. It is the finest one for the patients. The French 
Canadian nuns and a priest were very kind to me, he 
brought a great many priests to se~ the wonder of a cork leg 
which I wore, and how I could WrIte. Also he showed me 
every pretty parts in the mass and house, and wanted me 
to kneel before the crucifix, but I refused, and so he did it. 
When the nun tried to reform me in her catholic religion 
with great difficnlty, but I persisted and would not. After 
that I said that how I found myself happy in my feeling, to 
know the truth, that it was God who forgave my sins when I 
repented. However the priest smiled and tapped my head 
lightly with his bible. The nun would not believe what I said 
truth and said that I was very cunning to talk about my soul. 
When the next nun showed a portrait to the priest. After­
wards I took and saw it, the priest said that be is a pope, 
but I was very bold and told him that I did not like him. 
He was very angry and went away and would not talk with 
me for some days. When I felt sorry what I had done with 
him, and entreated him to come and talk with me, and told 
him I will never talk with him about religion, so he was 
pleased. I learned French book very much which was 
~resented by a nun, and I can write in conversion with the 
French people very well, however I cannot read French books. 

When I had lived in Quebec one and half year, my mother 
did not like to live there for the weather was very awfully 
cold and great storm of snow during winter more than so in 
Canada West. The ground was covered with the depth of 
snow about five feet which was nearly closed over the fences. 
It was very wonderful how I wore only one thin shirt, and 
the clothes like summer's fashion, on account of lifting my 
artificial leg as it wore my stump which made me to feel 
warm in walking by the support of the crutches and a staff 
during the dreadful cold weather, however the people wore 
the thick fur clothes. When I attempted to walk sixteen 
miles up the depth oi the snowy road which was quite hard 
as the sleigh horses often passed on it, for the reason to visit 
the dumb farmer who lives in Valcartier near Lorette, as I 
thought it was warm enough for me to walk without a leg, 
but a piece of road I entreated a French Canadian farmer 
wll(l also wondered tbat the drops (,f perspiration were on 
my face, and I gC\t in a Elpigh an!1 was surprised to find it 
wat' awfully cold 3T1U nearly fl'(,zen t,-, death. Instantly I 
ran into the farm h'jl~Se ~md wanne(l at the fire, it was im· 
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possible for me to take a ride without wearing some thick 
clothes, and after a while he also took me in a sleigh, and 
drove off and then lodged three days with him at Lorette. 
I also visited dumb farmer and returned to Quebec safely 
in a sleigh after staying three days with him in Valcartier, 
among the mountains which is inhabited by Scotch settlers. 
I saw the farmers who wore snow shoes to keep them from 
sinking in the snow while walking through the fields. 

One night I walked with crutches to go home as I had a 
leg to my stump, and opened the door where the accident 
happened to me, I fell and rolled my body down the ladder 
into the depth of the dark cellar like lightning in my eyes~ 
and my head strnck to the ground in a most dreadful man­
ner, and I was almost kiUed and felt great pain, how thank­
ful to God I was to spare my life so many times. 

At any time I went to Mr. GegO'ie's Echool, and there I 
was very diligently learned severa~ books and bEcame quite 
good scholar, and also sometimes went into Captain Scott's 
house for prayer every Sunday, where I learned much plan of 
salvation to read in the bible which made me fcel sorry how 
wicked I was, and gave up wild fellow, and became more 
respectable like a man. I then determined to write all my 
life, and Mr. G-told me that I must say all truth, and not 
hide any bad ways from the knowledge of the people, or else 
they will believe it, so I consented and took great pains to 
write all my life from the memory for some months, and 
told all truth through fear of God. However I also wrote 
it over nine times, and it was improved me yery much, as 
it afforded me much pleasure, for which I intend to make a 
living by selling them in my travels. Mr. G- knew my 
father very well because my father was a school-master there._ 

Dear friends :-The following account of the burning of 
the Steamer Saguenay out of which I had escaped with my 
life at Monteal :-My mother consented, and having sold 
many things which she could not take with her. She then 
determined to take me to Upper Canada where our friends 
resided, and hoping the change might prove beneficial to 
my siO'ht, accordingly we went on board the steamer on 
the 8th of' ~ay, 1561, bound fOl'Tol'onto C.W. When about 
to sail, the Inspector came on board, and found fault with 
the state of the vf'ssel; this detained us in the harbor of 
Quabcc, so that it was the twelfth before we set sail for 
Toronto. At three o'clock, P. M.~ we left it and proceeded 
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with half steam up the bright l'i ver, my mother felt sorlOW­
ful as the old citv receded from our view, where we left 
many kind Christi~ns in it who were very kind to give me 
many presents, and we also loved them dearly. At four 
o'clock Saturday morning, we were at Three-rivers, and at 
seven, reached Montreal, and at eight o'clock P. M., was safe 
in the Canal Wharf, intending to go on our way next Mon­
day. There were twenty pa~seng~rs on board, and a great 
cargo of tobacco, rice, oil, &c. We had no fear of danger 
when in the wharf, but were all fast asleep, when the fire­
boiler broke "Ut. I believe from carelessness on the part of 
the fireman. It was first observed by a watchman who 
walked on the wharf; had they apprised us at once, we 
might Lave saved much clothing. We had a qnantityof 
clothes in our state rooms. But they tried to put out the 
fire quietly, while we slept soundly; but when it reached 
the oil for there was a ~reat quantity on board, and they 
cried out "wake up passengers" Mercifully my mother first 
heard the noise, it was God's goodness, that caused it to be 
so for it was a 10llg time ere .,he could get me to wake up, 
being fast asleep, and my eyes sore and hard to open. But 
my mother succeeded in dra~ging me out of the bed at one 
o'clock morning, and a lamp been burning. After openiDg 
my eyes a little, she !Spelled to me on her fngers that the 
steamer was on fire and then put my crutches in my hands, 
and that I did not wear my clothes and boot on. I lost no 
time until I reached the steamer side where the fire had least, 
power. She ran after me lest I shollidjump into the water, 
which I certainly should have done, had not a man caught 
me by order of Captain Stalker. I being asleep and greatly 
maddened to cHmb down the edge, but suddenly Captain 
drew his attention to me and shouted to a man who heard 
and then brought me to the wharf safely. When my mother 
saw me did so, she tried to regain our sleeping rooms, that 
she might obtained much clothing, but the fire and smoke 
was too great. The Captain cried out to her to leave the 
steamer immediately, and then took the women and child­
ren out of the windows. My mother let herself down by a 
rope, and got to the wharf safely. We were both barefooted 
and in our night dothes, and it was raining. 
It was more than one o'clock P. M., a fearfnlmass of flames 
W~icll rose up ~<':I',Y. rapidlY,like fiery serpents, on account 
01 se\"enty barrelS "f hlll]NI']S, and could be seen through 
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the country for a great many miles in the darkness. A kind 
watchman took off his coat and put it on me, and then 
opened a store and lighted fire and gave us shelter for the 
night. The rest of the passengers got into a hotel. As the 
last was snatched off board, the steamer's fastenings gave 
way, and it bounded back into the water. At daylight I 
went alone barefooted not far below the store, and saw the 
firemen who threw water on a fire which was nearly ex­
tinguished about four o'clock by means of engines and hose. 
I was told by my mother that the cracking of the timbers 
in the steamer were dreadful. I met one passeuger who ac­
companied with the steward and pas&engers, and brought 
them to the store where they talked with my mother, and I 
was informed that they thought we had perished in the 
flames. We then proceeded to the hotel where I met the 
passengers who were all delighted to see us, and we all re­
joiced and were thankful that God had spared our lives, 
though we lost all our worldly property, except a little money 
that my mother has saved, and bought new clothes for us. 

On Sunday afternoon, I took a walk through the crowded 
streets of this city accompanied by a gentleman who was 
very kind to take my mother and myself to his house where 
we lodged three days with him, and visited the Deaf .and 
Dumb School. When I went in, and I was disappointed to see 
so many French deaf and dumb girls who looked very ugly 
and conversed with each other, of course by signs and single 
handed, but I did not see the boys. The head mistress was 
delighted to see me, and wanted me to be an assistant teacher 
with her, but I would not, as the pupils are French, and I 
do not like to teach Roman Catholic religion. The priest 
lectured from the French book by means of signs to the 
girls who seemed greatly interested to attend him for a great 
while, as soon as he learned that I belong to the church of 
England; I understood all and would not believe it, because 
I was a christian before. He wondered, and asked me if 
I was sleefY and cannot understand it, but I made him no-
answer. then returned home with a gentleman. 

On Tuesday night, we returned to Toronto on cars where 
we stopped a few days here, and then visited Acton, Guelph. 
and N orval. Then we returned to Toronto where we found 
it had been notified in the newspaper that my cork leg was 
found it had not been badly burnt, but had been stolen from. 
the boat during the fire, bllt I am sorry ]Jever find it. 
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