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A 

LEI' T E R, 

A Mongll: the crowd of ad­
! drdfes which undoubtedly 

. have been prefel1ted to yo~ 
on [0 happy an occaGon as the late 
[ucce[s of his majeH:y's arms in this 
part of the world, accept thefe few 
lines from one who thinks himfe1f 
extremely happy in having been ap­
p0inted to [erve in the expedition 
againll: fort Frontenac. 

I flatter my[elf that a {hart ac­
count of this place, and its great 
importance, will not be difagreeable 
from a perfon who is [0 thoroughly 
acquainted with the [u bjecr he fpeaks 
upon, and has had many opportuni-! 
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ties to inform himfelf particularly 
about every thing that relates to this' 
place. 

I never defigned that this letter 
ihould in the leafi refemble a pane­
gyrick on your adminiftration, I ihall 
leave that to more able pens; there­
fore will confine myfelf at pre[ent to 
my fubjea, and endeavour ,to ac­
quit myfelf with truth and, impar­
tiality in the following relation. 

Frontenac, called by the natives 
Cadaraqui, is a fort advantageoufly 
fituated for a trade with the Iroquefe, 
or· five nations; for their villages lie 
in the neighbourhood of the lake 
which bears the fame name, and on 
which it is built, and by whofe 
means they may tranfporttheir furs 
in canoes, with more eafe than they 
can carry, them over land to New~ 
York. It was built to fupprefs the 
ravages of thefe Indians, into the 
heart of whofe country they can 

thence 
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thence make excuJ <_:::;. in hVe:~n'~ 

.' 

four hours; but tb.:y demolilhed i:: 
in 1688, before which time 1'-: ;W;.i ... 

a fquare confifiing of large curtains, 
flanked wi~h four little bafiions; 
thefe flanks had but two battlements, 
and the walls [0 low that one might 
eafily climb over them without a 
ladder; and all of it but indifferently 
fenced with mud banks and palli­
fades. It frands near the junction 
of lake Ontario with the great river 
St. Lawrence. It was here that the 
famous M. de la Sale built two 
barks, both which lie at this day 
funk near the caftle. It is about 
150 miles S. W. from Montreal; 
and 100 leagues above ~ebec. 
The winter about this place is much 
fhorter than at ~ebec, and the foil 
fo well cultivated, as to yield all forts 
of European and Indian corn, and 
other fruits. 

When his majefl:y's forces nn-
B 2 cler 



_ [4-] 
der colonel Bradflreet took this im ... 
portant place, _ it was furrounded 
with walls, bafiions, and other for­
tifications of [quare fione, which 
are found in great plel\ty, and 
ready cut and polilhed by the beat­
ing of the waves of the lake above­
mentioned, on the north fide of 

-which it is built, on a peninfula, and 
near which is a good haven for all 
forts of veliels to ride in fafety. It 
mounted fixty pieces of cannon; 
and is iituated in lat, 44G 2,;)', 

Some of the colonies that came 
hither) brought with them feveral 
forts of horned cattle, fowl, and other 
ufeful creatures; fo that there fel­
dom or never was a want of any 
thing in it. vVhen we took it there­
were vaft magazines of all forts of 
provifion and ammunition in it, 
which it will be very difficult for 
the French to re-ellablifh. 

The enly natural misfortune at­
tending 
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tending this place is, that the ad ... 
vantageous communication between 
tJ-tis lake, Montreal and ~ebec, is 
[omewhat difficult and dangerous, 
becaufe the river of the Iroquois is 
full of rocks, cataraCts, and may be 
eafily obfiruCted by the ambu{bes of 
that wild people, who lie on each 
fide. 

This fort was one of the princi­
pal marts the French had in North­
America, for a trade with the In­
dians; which took off a great quan­
tity of coarfe woolen goods, fuch as 
ftrouds and duffils, and with thefe, 
guns, hatchets, knives, hoes, kettles, 
powder and iliot; bdides {birts and 
doaths ready made, iron and brafs 
work, and trinkets of all forts, with 
feveral other articles; in exchange 
for all forts of furs. The Indians 
come to this mart from all parts of 
North America,. even from the dif­
tance of a thoufand miles. The 

trade 
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trade now is wholly confined to fort 
Frontenac and Montreal; for tho' 
many, if not moIl: of the Indians, 
actually pafs by our fettlement of 
Albany in New York, where, they 
may have the goods they want 
cheaper confiderably than 'at either 
Montreal or Frontenac; yet they 
travel on many miles further to buy 
the fame commodities at fecond 
hand, and enhanced by the expenee 
of fo long a land carriage at th,e 
French marts. For the French find 
it cheaper to buy our goods from the 
New York merchants, than to have 
them from their own, after fo bad 
and fo tedious a paifage as it is from 
the mouth of the river St. Lawrence 
to Frontenac; fo much do the 
J<'rench exceed us in ind uftry) oeco­
nomy, and the arts of conciliating 
the affections of mankind; things 
that even ballance all the difadvan­
tages they naturally labour under in 

this 
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this country. It may not be' im­
proper here, Sir, to lay before you 
oneinftance of which I myfelf was 
a witnefs. 

Six Indians came from the banks 
of the Ohio, with a very valuable 
cargo of furs; they brought them 
fame part of the way in canoes, and 
at [orne places on their fhoulders, 
(to avoid being [een by the French 
from their forts on that river) with 
an incredible deal of patience :md 
induftry, to our town of Albany in 
New York; they there met with 
feveral Englifhmen, who cheapened 
their goods, and pretended to agree 
with them Jar the [ale of them; in 
the mean time they found means to 
intoxicate thefe poor Indians with 
fpirituous liquors; and in the middle 
of their drunken fit, made their bar­
gain, infinitely to the advantage of 
themfelves) as may be [uppo[ed; but 
this was not all. 

There 
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There came with thefe fix In..: 

dians, three women, wives to three 
of the Indians; who, while their 
hufbands were intoxicated with bran­
dy, were deluded away by three 
Englilhmen, and debauched by 
them. Heaven feldom fuffers fo bru­
tal a piece of villany -to go unpu~ 
nilhed; the Indian men, in their 
return home, difcovering how grofly 
they had been abufed, had their 
wives all three burnt to death, as 
[oon as they got home (which is the 
punirnment their laws infliCt on thofe 
who are guilty of adultery). Thefe 
Indians never forgive an injury, and 
they vowed revenge on the authors of 
their difgrace; they aflembled and 
armed fourfcore or an hundred of 
their neighbours, and marched, day 
and nighr, feveral hundred miles, 
till they arrived on the confines of 
New York, where they burnt and 
deflroyed every fettlement that came 

In 
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in their way; fcalping all themi­
fe-rabIe, the innocent inhabitants. It 
is [aid they happened on but one 
of . their particular enemies; him 
they carried away prifoner, to endure 
torments, at the very name of which 
human nature lhudders; it muft be 
allowed that he deferved punilh­
ment as well as thofe who efcaped 
from the juft vengeance of thefe ir­
ritated Indians. From this time 
their nation has remained faft friends 
to our enemies the French. 

How contrary to this behaviour 
are the maxims of the vigilant 
French: at their fair at Montreal, 
the governor affifts, to preferve order 
at the great concourfe of nations 
which then meet to traffick; the 
ufe ~f fpirituous liquors is abfolutely 
forbid, under the fevereft penalties, 
and all pollible harmony is obferved. 
But I will dwell no longer on a fub­
jeCt, which cannot be otherwif~ than 
. C ve ry 
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very difagreeable to a man who does 
all that is pollible to maintain a 
proper regard to the interefis of the 
Britilh nation in every part of the 
world. 

Before I proceed any further in 
this epifile, it will be proper to give 
you forne accounts of the lake I have 
fo often mentioned, and on which 
fort Frontenac is built. 

The lake Ontario is near 280 

leagues in circumference; its figure 
is oval, and its depth rUns between 
twenty and twenty-five fathom. On 
the north fide is feverallittle gulphs~ 
There is a communication between 
this lake and that of the Hurons, 
by the river Tanaouate; from 
whence you have a land-carriage of 
fix or eight leagues to the river To ... 
ronto, which falls into it. The 
french have two forts of confequence 
on this lake. Frontenac, which 
commands the river St. Lawrence, 

where 
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where the lake communicates with 
it. And Niagara, which commands 
the communication between lake 
Ontario and Erie; the Iroquefe 
blocked up and fiarved the garrifon 
of this fort, [orne time ago; but the 
French wheedled the Indians by 
their priefis, to let them ereet the 
fort again, under the notion of fiore­
hou[es. 

On the fouth-eafi fide of this lake 
flood our fort of O[ wego, an infant 
fettlement, made by the province 
of New York, with the noble view 
of gaining to the crown of Great­
Britain the command of the five 
lakes, and the dependence of the 
Indians in the neighbourhood; and 
to its fubjeets the benefit of trade 
carrid on by the Indians, both upon 
the lakes and the rivers which flow 
into them. On the point formed 
by the entrance of the river, flood 
the fort, or trading cafile. It was a 

C 2 fhong 
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fhong houfe, encompaffed with a 
flone wall near twenty feet high, 
and one hundred and twenty paces 
around, built of large fquare flones, 
very curious both for their foftnefs 
and durability. 

I think there can be little doubt 
made, but that a minifler of your 
genius and abilities has been made 
acquainted with the immenfe im­
portance of this place. I really was 
amazed (when I took a view of the 
fpot of ground on which this fort 
flood) at the negligence in our com­
manders in this part of the world, in 
not fortifying this place in the befl 
manner pollible; and ftill more fo, 
that after the French had taken and 
demolifhed it, we never re-efta­
bli,fhed it. There is a report a­
mongft our troops at this time, that 
our commander, colonel Bradftreet 

\ ., 
will foon fet about rebuilding it, and 
making it fuperior to any attempts 

the 
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the· French can poffibly make againll: 
it, efpecially after fo fuccefsful a 
blow as we have lately {huck. 

It will be abfolutely neceffary to 
build a few frigates, to cruife conti­
n~ally on the lake) which will hin­
der any communication, between 
the northern and fouthern fettle­
ments on this lake; and with good 
management, I make no doubt, but 
we might make all the trade, which 
now is confined to Montreal, centre 
at O[wego. If one confiders the 
country, we {hall not wonder at 
this, fince moll: ,of the Indians, who 
trade to Montreal, are obliged to 
carry their furs in canoes over this 
lake; which would be impoffible 
for them to do, if we had any fri­
gates to cruife on it. It would be 
needlefs for me to inform you of the 
vafl: benefit it would be to our colo­
nies, to· have the friendlhip of thofe 
Indians, who now are fall: friends to 

our 
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our dangerous enemies the French. 
Thefe Indians will always be friends 
to thofe who ufe them heft, and will 
let them have the neceiTaries they 
want cheapeft; it is very evident, 
from what I have faid above, that 
it is in our power to fupply them 
with every: thing they want much 
cheaper than the French can poffi­
bly do; and if we ever but efiablifh 
the fort at Of we go,. and ufe the In­
dians with half the policy which 
ou.! enemies do, I don't fee why we 
ihould not engrofs the whole fur 
trade of the five lakes; if this once 
comes to be the cafe, the French fet­
dement of Canada would not pay 
the charges of keeping. 

One who underftands the true in­
terefl: of the Britifh nation fo well 
as you do, Sir, mull: be entirely fa­
tished with the importance of every 
inch of land in North America; if 
we fuffer the French to incroach a 

furlong, 
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furlong" it is ten to one but in a 
twelvemonth's time, they u[urp 
fourfcore or a hundred miles. This 
is verified by their behaviour at 
Crown Point. The natural and juft 
boundaries of our colonies is the ri· 
ver St. Lawrence; now [orne time 
ago, the French built feveral forts, 
and made fame inconfiderable fet­
tlements, on our fide the river,- and 
they perceiving that we took no no­
tice of them, in. a few years, took 
poffeffion, neither with your leave, 
nor by your leave, of at leafl: a hun­
dred miles of territory, which was 
our undoubted right, by fortifying 
themfelves at Crown Point; and 
which now we feel a terrible thorn, 
which pricks our very vitals in thefe 
parts. This nefi of French is now 
become fa confiderable, as to have 
braved the force of all our colonies; 
there is an abfolute neceffity for us 
to make ourfe1ves mafiers of it; let 

2 tIle 
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the expence be what it will. We 
are apt to take no notice of their 
encroachments, till they become 
confiderable enough to make us feel 
th,e weight of that fcourg~ which 
our own negligent imprudence put 
into the hands of our enemy. 

To me it feemsvery furprifing 
that the French have been able to 
command fuch fuccefs in this coun ... · 
try as they generally do. The whole 
number of them in Canada don't 
exceed fourfcore thoufand fouls; 
thefe might be no jufi caufe of 
dread to our colonies if they managed 
the ftrength they have, and which 
is certainly much [uperior, with {kill 
and effecl:.The French -from 
their's, though inferior, have feven 
or eight thoufand militia, hardy and 
well difciplined, always in readinefs 
to co-operate with their regular 
troop~; and then~ is nothing which 
may hinder or retard -their opera-

tions, 
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tions from within themfelves. It is 
therefore not more the French in­
trigues, and their intermarriage with 
t he Indians, which fix that people 
in tke French interefi, than the fuc­
cours which they are alwayg Cure to 
have from fuch a force, ever in rea­
dinefs to proteCt them, whilfi they 
remain their friends, or to puniih 
.them whenever they dare to appear 
as enemies. Vlith us the cafe is 
quite otherwife. This favage peo­
ple commence hoflilities againfl: us 
without any previous notice; and of­
ten, without any provocation, they 
commit the mofl: horrid ravages for 
a long time with impunity. But 
wheri at lafi their barbarities have 
rou[ed the fleeping firength of our 
people, at the fame time too that 
they have confiderably leiTened it, 
they are not afhamed to beg a peace; 
they know we always grant it rea .... 
dily; they promife it ihall endure: 

D as 
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as long as the fun and moon; and 
then all is quiet, till the French in­
trigues, co-operating with our in­
dolence, give them once more an 
opportunity of ravaging our colonies, 
and of once more renewing a peace, 
to be broken like all the former. 

One of the principal rea[oils why 
the French are fo much more fuc­
cefsful in w hat Concerns their Indian. 
affairs, than us, is, their having fuch 
a multitude of forts at all the pa{fes 
in the country, which they _find very 
effectual in bridling the Indians, and 
in their traffick.. I t behoves us to 
build, likewife, forts wherever any 
particular fituation feems to want 
fuch a defence; from thefe forts, we 
rnight have parties of friendly In­
dians continually fallying forth, and 
fcouring all the enemies country; 
particularly on the lakes Erie and 
Ontario, and at the junction of all 
the confiderable rivers in thecoun-

try. 
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try. But above all, never to let the 
French ufurp that noble country 
watered by the Ohio. This ri­
ver runs through great part of 
pur colonies of Penfylvania and Vir­
ginia, and waters a country near 
500 miles fquare, which is reckoned 
one of the fineft of North America; 
and might juftly be faid to be one of 
the mofl: fertile and beautiful coun­
tries in the world, confifiing chiefly 
of fpacio~s plains, covered with trees 
of various kinds, fuch as large wal­
npt and hickery, mixed freq'Jently 
with poplars, cherry-trees, fugar­
trees, and the like; fo that whe­
ther we regard the finenefs of its 
{hearn, or the l~nds through which 
it flows; it well deferves the name 
of Ohio, Of Hoh,io, which fignifies 
the fair river. 

From its fource, near the habita­
tion§ of the fix nations, to its con­
fl~x with the Miffifippi, it has fe-

D 2 veral 
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veral large rivers falling into it, that 
fpread over a prodigious extent of 
country be10nging to our colonies. 
The Ohio is al[o remarkable for its 
gentle current, contrary to mof\: of 
the inland rivers of North America, 
-which are very rapid, and have a 
great many cataraCts, or falls in 
them: but in the Ohio, we know 
but of one fall, being navigable both 
up and down. The' Ohio is very. 
-crooked, as is common with rivers 
running through a level country as 
this does: but the current is by 
thefe windings rendered much gent­
ler, and confequently the river more 
eafy to navigate. This is the cafe 
of the Ohio; for it is navigable from 
-the l\1iffiffippi, alrnofl: to the river 
Senekaas, which falls into the lake 
Ont:ario at Of we go. 

The country on the fouth :fide of 
the Ohi.o, at forne diflance, is very 
JPollntainous, apd djfficult to -pafs 

for 
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-lor fome hundred miles. The Apa­
lachean mountains there extend weft, 
within one or two hundred miles of 
the Miffiffippi. But on the north 
fide of the Ohio, between that and 
lake Erie, the country is level and 
very fertile; being alfo watered with 
numbers of rivers that run through 
it, from the banks of lake· Erie to 
the Ohio. 

We need not therefore wonder 
that the French, or any others, 
fhould be defirous of maintaining 
themfelves in this country, as they 
may do it at little or no expence; 
efpecially as they have fuch· num­
bers of the natives at their command. 
Herq they will foon encreafe and 
multiply, to the conftant difturbance 
of all our colonies, as long as they 
are fuffered to po:Gefs the country 
fouth of lake Erie. 

You, Sir, moll: certainly know 
the great importance of the country . 

watered 
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watered by the Ohio; 'tis what we 
are now in a war, to maintain; and 
furely, when once we fo plainly per­
ceive the confequence of it, it will 
be an inexcufable piece of negligence, 
not to exert ourfelves in the mofi 
refolute manner to recover. Even 
at this day we are in great danger of 
having it wrefted from us; and its 
being well fecured is of fo much im­
portance to all our colonies in gene­
r~l, that w,e ought to well fortify it, . 
whenever it is in our power, by 
building forts in convenient places 
along the river, efpecially at each 
extremity; that is, one at the mouth 
of the Ohio, on the Miffiffippi, and 
another at Niagara, near the lake 
Ontario. This laft will prevent the 
communication between L.ouifiana. 
and Canada, by that lake and the 
Erie, and oblige the French to a­
bandon their forts on the fouth-eaLl: 
fide of this laft lake, by rep.deri~g 

them 
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them ufelefs, as well as fave us the 
expence of erecting a fort at Iron­
dequai on the lake Ontario, about 
fixty miles to the eafi of Niagara 
{height, a place which they have 
long had their eyes upon for ereCl.­
ing a fort; and which we mufi be 
under the neceffity of fortifying in 
cafe the. French remain at Niagara, 
in order to prevent their taking pof­
feffion of it. 

The fort at the mouth, of the 
Ohio ought to be firongly built and 
garrifoned, and a confidera ble fet­
dement made about it; after this 
fettlements might be gradually car­
ried on between the Miffiffippi, and 
the Alligany mountains, backwards 
and forwards at the [arne time. Nor 
can too much encouragement be 
given to fettle' this country; efpe­
cian y on the fide of the Miffiffippi,. 
as foon as pollible, by allowing the 
people to fettle how and where 

they 
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they pleafed, without making large 
grants to any company, which has 
hitherto proved a great obflacle to 
fettling, and on many accounts 
proved very detrimental to the co­
lonies . 

. 'With regard to our more northern 
colonies, the firfl thing that demands 
our attention,. i~ the province 0( 
New York; this will in a great 
mea[ure be affeCted by the forts to 
be built at Niagara and Of we go ; 
together with the armed vdrels~ 
which fhould by all means be built 
on the lake Ontario. It iliould be 
obferved, that the fort of O[wego 
was built with the confent of the In­
d ians, by governor Barnet, in I 72 7, 
and flood even unmolefred till the 
late war; and though the garrifon 
ufuallyconfified of only twenty-three 
men, yet while it lafied it was of 
more fervice to 1)S than all the rell. 
This you will eafily perceive to be a 

demon-
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demonfirative proof of the great im­
portance and advantage of fuch forts; 
on the number of which, fmall gar­
rifons, properly placed, the intereft 
and fupport of the French almof1: 
entirely depend. 

The more effectually to fecure 
New York, it is abfolutely neceifary 
either to make ourfelves mafier of 
the French fort at Crown-Point, or 
to build another in fight of it; for, 
by Ineans of that pofi, the French 
are enabled to intercept, or at leafi 
difiurb, the trade from Albany up 
both the branches ofHudfon's river 
to the fix nations, by fending a force 
on that fide; and, could they de­
fhoy the commerce of thofe Indians 
with the province of New York, 
they would oblige them to rely 
wholly on Canada. This they threat­
ened to do in the year I 732; and 
have advanced pretty faft to put 
their threats in execution. You 

E mull: 
I 
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muft be fenGble of what bad con­
fequence it will be of to fuffer them 
any longer to refirain our trade with 
the Indians. 

During the late French war, from. 
1744 to 1748, Crown-Point was 
the rendezvous of the French and 
their Indians, from whence they at­
tacked New York- and the north­
weft corner of Maifachufet's Bay. 
From this place, in I 745, they made 
a defcent on a fettlement on Hud­
fon's river, about thirty miles above 
Albany, called Sartagova, which they 
defiroyed; and during that, and the 
following year, they defiroyed moft 
of the plantations on the north-eall: 
branch of that river, killing and 
taking prifoners above 300 of our 
people. 

Bdides building this counter fort, 
Albany ought to be put in the beft 
poRure of defence, in order to fe­
cure it againft any attempt on that 

. fide. 
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fide. This quarter requires the 
ftrongeft barriers) becaufe the French 
have declared it to be the chief 
object of their views. It lies 
near ~ebec, the centre of their 
frrength in Canada) from whence 
they have a mofl: convenient paiTage, 
all by water, excepting a [mall fpace 
of about twelve miles by land. 

Betides what I have [aid, there is 
a neceffity to take the French fort 
of. Du ~efne. This is a poft of the 
greateft confequence; and although 
our troops have been repulfed, frill 
I make no doubt but another attempt 
will [oon be made againfl: it w~th a 
[ufficient force: at leafl:, this is the 
common OpllllOl1 m our army. If 
fort Du ~efne and Niagara were 
in our hands, they would protect our 
colonies from both the French and 
Indians, if well [ecured by us: but 
on the other fide, if they remain in 
the hands of the French, we {hall 

E 2 have 
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have an inland frontier of betweel1 
two and three thoufand miles in ex­
tent to defend; confiantly expofed 
to the incudions of a hofiile and 
warlike enemy. The French have 
feveral forts on the Ohio, which is 
fo important to us; but the chief of 
them is fort Du Que[ne, by which, 
with Niagara and Frontenac, they 
united their colonies and firaggling 
fettlements together; but by our 
taking of Frontenac, we have in part 
broke this fo formidable chain. Dll 
~e[ne is about mid-way between 
Canada and Louifiana, and ferves as 
a middle fiatioll between thofe two 
French colonies, for which it is more 
convenient than any other place in 
all North Ari1crica. It fiands at 
the fame time in a fine fertile coun­
try of vafi extent, and in a healthy 
climate. The French have many 
Indians about fort Du Quefne, to 
fupport them and other fettlements. 

, This 
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This fort is convenient not only to 
Canada and Louiliana, but alfo to 
all the fettlements the French have 
among the Indians up and down the 
whole continent of North America. 
By means of this fort they bridle all 
the Indians round about. We may 
foon expect to fee fort Du ~efne. 
become as con{iderable and refpeCta­
hIe a place, as it is a convenient and 
important one, and to be made an­
other Louifuourg, or ~ebec, if it re­
mains in the hands of the French. 
The {ituation of the French forts 
{hew (efpecially this of Du Q,!lefne) 
the admirable policy and indufiry of 
that nation. From fort Du ~efne, 
they can at any time make incur­
{ions into the very heart of our colo­
meso 

No doubt but you, Sir, mufi cer­
tainly know that there is an abfolute 
neceffity either to drive the French 
out of their unjuft acquifitions, by 

force 
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force of arms, as they have entered, 
or to build forts as they have done. 
The firfi cour[e is to be Cure 
the mofi eligible; and to pur[ue 
this [cherne, we cannot do better 
than follow their own rules, that is, 
to take their capital, ~ebec, and 
finilh the work at once, as they 
have threatened to take poffeffion of 
our province of New York. Prepa­
ratory to which, the proper way 
would be to [weep all the country 
fouth of the river St. Lawrence clear 
of the French, and demolilh their 
[ettlements: this is the lhortefi, as 
well as the mofi effeCtual manner, 
and what would be found lees ex­
penuve to the nation. Each place 
affords almofl: the [arne conveniency 
of being attacked. We can as ea­
fily conduCt fhips to ~ebec as the 
French can to New York; and an 
Englifh army mufi take the very 
[arne route through the country from 
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New York to ~ebec, which the 
French mufl: take from Quebec to 
New York. The Englifh in Ame­
rica have loft many opportunities of 
making themfelves maflers of Ca­
nada, and driving the French from 
thence, when they were not the 
fixth part fo ftrong as they arc at 
prefent. ~n 1688,when their whole 
force was fcarce 2000 men, the five 
nations, to he revenged on the mar­
quis of Nouville, who had feized the 
Seneka's country the year before, 
furprifed the ifland, which they en­
tered on the fouth fide, burnt/all 
the plantations, and malfacred above 
1000 French. The five nations loft 
only three men in this expedition, 
who getting drunk were left behind. 
In OCtober following, they invaded 
IVlontreal a fecond time; arid having 
deftroyed the plantations on the 
lower fide of the ifland, carried a­
way many prifoners. If only New 
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York had performed her engage­
ments at that time with the five na..,. 
tions, or the latter underflood the 
method of attacking forts, the year 
1688 would have been ~s memora­
ble in America for the deflruCtion 
of Canada as it is in Great Britain 
for the banifhment of popery and ar­
bitrary power. 

The French have a chain of forts 
from which they can annoy us in all 
quarters, while they are fecure them­
felves. The principal of thefe are 
Crown Point, Niagara, and fort 
Du QEefne; but cfpecially the two 
latter. Before we took Frontenac, 
that was one of the mofi confidera­
ble. The deflroying Crown Point 
will prevent the pre[ent infults of the 
French; but the defiruB:ion of Du 
QEefne and Niagara will fap the 
very foundations of their ufurped 
power, ::rnd give us peace upon our 
own terms. You may have obferved 
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that the colonies depending imme­
diately on the crown, fuch as Vir­
ginia and New York, have been 
much lees harraff'ed by the Indians, 
and much better prepared to defend 
their refpective countries than the 
charter-governments of New Eng­
land. This makes one believe that 
the moll: effectual method to drive 
the French entirely out of North 
America, would be to unite all the 
northern colonies under one gover­
nor; as Nova Scotia, New Eng­
land, New York, and Pen[ylvania; 
and the fouthern ones, under ano .. 
there 

If this was done, I think we 
might foon expeCt to fee the French 
quite driven out of the American 
continent; for they"would never be 
able to rdifi the whoIe ftrength of 
our plantations~ if it was properly 
united' againft them. There are 
fome objeCl:ions to this fcherne, an~ 

F I {o 



[ 34 ] 
fo there mull: be to everyone that 
can be offered; and that which has 
the leall: inconveniencies attending 
it, ought to be embraced. I am of 
opinion with feveral other gentle­
men, who knows this country per­
fectly well, that in time of war, the 
bell: thing we could do, would be 
to attack ~ebec. This city is not 
fhong; and if a fleet and a conh­
derable body of land forces were 
rent up the river St. Lawrence, at a 
proper Fearon of the year, with fkil­
ful pilots, I make no doubt, (fetting 
ahde any unlikely and unforefeen 
accidents) but they would give a 
goed account of this city. If they 
could once land their men in fafety, 
their buhnefs would be done; as to 
the city, the fortifications are but 
very indiffer.ent. The ill fucce[s 
that attended our expeditions, when­
ever we failed up the river St. Law­
rence; is no argument againft at-
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tempting the liege of ~ebec again; 
becaufe it was always owing to the 
want of pilots who undedl:ood that 
navigation; but this can no longer 
be a reafon againfl the attempt, {inee 
father Charlevoix's hiflory of New 
France has been publilhed. 

Were we once able to mafler 
~ebec, and fortify ourfelves flrongly 
in that city for the prefent time, all 
Canada would fall of courfe; 'till 
we found that this was the cafe, it 
would be advifeable to remain at 
~ebec) hut fortified in the firongefl: 
manner; becaufe, while we com­
manded the navigation of St. Law­
rence, by means of our having that 
city in our power, the inland French 
would be obliged to furrender; as 
they could not then be able to be 
fupplied with apy thing from Old 
France. 

You, Sir, I am fure, mufi know 
the value of our colonies too wen, 
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not to have confidered which would 
be the moll: likely method to make 
them entirely fafe from ~y future 
encroachments of the French. No 
doubt, many fcheme, have been of­
(ered to you upon that head; and, 
indeed, our poffeffions here have 
lately been fo very precarious, that 
it is. high time to take their fafety 
under confideration. 

From wha~ I have faid above, it 
appears that the French, by means 
pf their fettlements in Canada and 
Louifiana, have entirely furro~nded 
our Colonies upon the continent of 
North Ame~ica; and thereby cut ~& 
off from all correfpondenc~ with the 
natives of that vall: continent, ex .. 
cept the few that inhabit thofe 
traCl:s of land, which iri faCl:, be~ 
long to our own colonies. . And 
from this it appears, that they have 
llOW open€d a communic~tion, mofi­
ly by water carriage, from the mout.l~ 
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pf the river St. Lawrence to th~ 
ploqth of the river Miffiffippi; an<J. 
~av.e ill a m.anner taken poffeffion 
pf thofe great lakes in North Ame~ 
rica, which are the largefl in the 
~nowll worlp. I kave you to jlldge 
what the confequence of [~ch aQ 
encroachment would be. 

But not to detain you with fuch 
~ reprefentation, which, how true 
foever i~ is, frill m~fi be difagreeable 
to you, I make no doubt but you 
will ~ontinue to guide the helm of 
nate with fuch prudence, as not to 
pverlook ollr colonies, which are fo 
effential to our independency as a 
free nation. Should the French 
ever be able to put their ambitious 
fchemes in execution; and that en­
terprifing and reftlefs nation become 
as powerful in America, as they are 
~lready in Europe: I fay, from fo 
fated and fo \lnhappy a period, 
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might we date the firft days of our 
:l1avery~ For no man can poffibly 
think, that if the French were once 
nlafiers in America, but that they 
would foon be fo in Britain; one is 
the natural confequence, which cer­
tainly will follow foon after the 
other. 

FINIS. 


