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I N T ROD U C T ION. 

A I,O~'DON tran/lltion of an original work in French; by the Abhe 
Raynal, which treats of the Revolution of North America, having' 

t>.tn reprinted in PhIladelphia and olher parts of· the contin<:nt, and as 
the diltanoe at which. the Abbe is placed from the American theah c of 
war and politics, has oclcafioned him to milbke ft veral fach, or milCon
cfive the cauCes or principles by which they" ere produccJ; the follow
ing traer, therefore, is pu~lifhed. with a. "jew to rectify them,. and I'r<-. 
vent c\"en accicient;!\ errors Inttrnllxmg WIth Infrory, under the fanchon Lt 
tUne alll\ fileuce. 

The Ed,tur of the London edition h,s entitled it, " The Revolution 
'If America, by the Ar.be Raynal," and the American printers h,,'e 
followed the eXJmpie. But I h",v'e u'!IJerttoud, and I bf)!ieve my infor
mation jutl:, that the piece, whicl) ;&' illore properly reReolions on the re-' 
"olution, was unfairly purloin, <I'. {ro,il the printer which the Abbe em
ployed, or /i'om the manufeript C;-f11. ami is only part of • larger work 
thell in the prefs, or preparing tul'i't'.' The peri on who plvcured it aF
p,ears to have been an EngliJhmRJl'; .and though, in an auverti!er.:cnt 
prefixt tv the London edition, he,ll," endeavoured to glofs over thc em
bezzlement with profeflions of palrj\Jufm, and to lorton it wi,h high en
cVl1liums on the. author, yet the .erich, in any ,·je·, ... in which· it can be 
pbced, is ilhberal and unpardollabl.e.· 

. "In the courfe of his travels," fays he, " the trJnflator happily fuc
" ceeded tn. obtaining a copy of: .tnil exquifite littlo piece, w~ich h,. 
.. not yet made its appearance fr~,!j.~'1Y prefs. He publifh •• a French 
.. ed,t;on, in favour of thofe who will fed its eloquent realolling more 
.. forcibly in its native language, at ihe fame time with the following 
.. tranflation of it; in which ho .foao been defirous, perhaps in vail!. 
" that all the warmth, the grace, the ll:rength, the dignity of the origi_ 

nJl fhould not be loll. And 11e'''*ers himfelf, that the indulgence 
... of the illullrious hiftor~n will ntlt .I}e wanting to a man, who, (If his 

own motion,. has taken the liberty to give tbis compoGtion to th" 
" public, only from a ftrong perfuafion, that this momentous argu
II ment will be ufeful, in a critical c~jecture, to that country which he 
.. lovt:S with'an aldour that can he exceeded only by the nobler flame 
.. which burns in the bofom of the plllianthropic author, for the frc~
«dolO and hap?inefs of a\l the countries upon earth." 

Thi, pbuibility of fetting olf a difllOnourahle a.:tion, may paCs for 
Fatriotifm' and lound principles wilh tholi: who do not enter into its de 
merits, . and whofe interelt is not injured, nor their happineC, affected 
thtreby.. But it is· mDre tha'! probable, Iootwithfianding the declara
tions it contains, that the copy was obtained for the fake of profitin .. 
by' the lale of a new and popuhr work, and that the prDfeffion$ are bui 
a'g,rb,to the fraud. 

It may with propriety be remarked, that in all cOUIltries where litera_ 
ture is plOteCl:ed, >lad it lIever can flourilh where jt is not, the works of 
an author are his legal prO{>erty; and to treat l<tters in 3ny other light 
than this, is to baftifh them from the coulltry, or Itrangle them in the 
birfh.--The embezzlement hom the Abbe Raynal·was, it is true, 
committed by one country upon another, .and therefore !hews no defea: 
in the bws of either. Btlt it is neverthelcfs a breach of ';vil manllers 
and literary.jullice; IJeither can it be any apolo&y, ~t bec:.uw the 



INTRODUCTION 
tQUlllpie~ are at war, litel atllre /hall be entitled to depeedeation·. 

But the fureft,lIiIlg the Abbe's publication by London edition's, I)oth 
in French and Engli/h, and thereby 1I0tollly defrauding him, and throw. 
ing an expenfive publi<:.tion on his hands, by anticipating me f;ile, are 
.. nly the fonoller injuries which fuch condua mayoccouon. 4- man's 
opinions, whether written (,r ill thought, are h:s own until he plcafts to. 
yu~lilh them himfdf; and it is adding cruelty to iniuftice to make him 
the author of what future refle.clion or better intor.nation mig"t occa
'on him to fupprefs or amend. Th~re are declar~tions and fentiments 
;n the Abh.s I'';ece, which, for mr own part, I dId not expeCl: to find, 
:and fuch as himlidf, on a ... vifal, might h,ve feen oecalion to change, 
but the anticipated pir.ley etfcC1uaIlY],l evented him the opportunity, and 
precipitated him into difficulties, wh,,;h, had it not been for fuch unge
lIerous fraud, might not h,ye hoppe(J,q\..' 

This mode d' makinf( an author :~,peqr before his time, will appear 
ftill more U1l"enerOUs, when we con'.J[l~r' bow <Keeedingly few men there 
are in any c~untry who can at oncj:.:'PlQ witoout the aid of refleCtion· 
and revifal, combine warm raffions: .... ·i.th: a coo} temper, <lnd tht: fuJI ex ... 
1',nfion of imagination with the na!l\J·<Ii· alltl necdfary gravity of judg. 
nlcnt, fo as to be ligbtly h3bnced W,li 1110 ttlelllie:~H>S, and to make a rea
del ftel, "nd lInderllandjuilly at th",I:.,ne time, To call three powers of 
t'lt:: wind intO w.:on at once, in a Jl1'4'mt"'~- tnat neither ihall interrupt, and 
.hal el·h fuall aid and, ilorate the o,ther, is a tal em very rardy polfelfed • 

. 1, ot,m happens, that Ihe v.eigl:t.9f.an argument is lolt by the wit 
of letting it off, 01' the jud~1l1ent dif(m!ered by an intemperate irritation 
of the POlliUflS: yet a certain deg'· ..... t>f animation mult be felt by the 
writer, anJ raIled in the readpl', III orJer to i,:tere!l the attention; and 
a fufficient leope given to the imagj~~\i1>n, to enable it to create in the 
mind a lish: of Ihe perruns, chorael.ers, ~nd circu1l1ftances of the fuhjecl; 
fOI wi,blll t:,d;', lh, jude-ment will.ted liltie or no excitement to office .. 
and its determinations will be ,e1U\ Ot'ggi/h, and irnperf.a:, But if 
either vr b, th ot th, two former are railed \00 higl', or helteJ too much, 
the judgment wi!! be jOliled from his 1""1, and the whole m:,uer, how
.ver imp,.rtant ill itfclf, will diminifh into a p:ntomiJlle uf tfie mind, il. 
willeh We; C\'L;lt.C iil1age" thJ.t prumote no otil.:'l" turpo!e th~!l a n\\1emt::n~ .. 

T:,c AbGe's WI' l1ags '.'car cI,ident marks of th:n .xtenfiun alld ra. id· 
lIel< ,f titinking and quicknef' of fel\latbn wlo cll of "It o,;"r& req;,ire 
xevi ai, znd the' more par:iculorly 10 " hen al'pl,~t1ta the living <hara"lers 
"f n"tiuns or individl'als in a Itate of oN r. Tile I."n mifinfom:ation 
or II. JC\lllClidi'11 I~.\d:; to .1VIl1~ \\1"L'O,': c.,J .. du!i,m .anJ. an error belitvt.d 
b colT,e, the progenitor 01 uthers. And _is ,he A,b'>e has 1nftered lome 
ii!CO ;\'IT,jl.!.'(\S in Francl', b~- '1~i(Lltin2 ccr'a'l1 circUlI.lIianct:s of lhewar 
3!ld th~ <.:~.,\r.II'"(;'S Qt t;~c parties tlll.:J:-cin, it h,..;o:~ es forne 31'0lugy ior 
h, .. , that tit. ic enO,. were prlci,,:tateu tnto the world by Ihe avarice of 
an un TI\I ro'.s ('nem\ • 

.. The (b" of literaturr in America mu!l. one·day b"om" a fubj~a."f 1r. 
a:in,1t ivc c.c".'lon ,ttl'):\' 111' hcrw it ha.th hern a dd.in:erdt~d "olun~f?e'r in the 
irrVl'('J)t I h,- r \'oiUi lOll, .mn n~ lll,:n thOll;jht ot profils: but ~hen p '~ce 
lh:Jll ,',""1' IlIllC Jlld Uppoltlllllly 10,. iwd)", thl."' COUll f)" wdl depflve llf .. a of 
t_h~ houour ,lnd il"f\'11 (' (If lrttCIS ,Hld till' ~Illprovem("nt ot fci"ncc, unlefs flolt:.. 
'hor-Ill laws ar~ IllJd., 10 pr""vem dl-prC'datlOlls on 1.1 ~Ilry proprrty. It IS well 
~'orth rCln..trklllg th;\l RuHia, W~lO but a f~w years dgO Wd,l fcar.:rl)' known in. 
El1rnpf", ow's a }arw- than' of h'r pre(,-nr grc<uurfs to th",'clolf.- allenllon fhe 
~iJS P.llJ, and the wile ('llc(lur~I~I~I1Jt'Llr. fh~ has given to fcience and learning, 
atld we h ... vc .!motlthc [iune u.Uonee In france, in.lh. rei"" of Lewis XIV. 
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·TO .n author' of fuel. diltinguilhed r<rut.tion ., tn: Abbe R'yn.1, ;it 
. mi~ht v.r:r'l ,well hccom~ m~ to,apolol{l".e tor rhe rrdcntyn,ucrlJkt;nR.i 

but 3S to be 1il.g1rt IS the firtl wdb ~ ph\!olopr.y, and. the fi.rlt prHlL':pl,e ,of ~~~
tf)ry) he will, I prcfume, accept r.o,rt \1le" a declaratl.on of my motl,'( ", w~rch 
ioHf: tho{c of (!oingju!l.icf>, inprcfertllt~:r.o any comp.lll)lrnttll apoir:'gy." I nl!'~lL 
<)the!, .. ift' mdkf". The Abbe, in.-thc; courfe of hiS work, has III torn(' :'11-
ff.lllces cxtnltcd, without:l rearOll,. ~~.4 wounded w.ithout a caure. Ht" hJs, 
~'I\'cll'fJnle whew it was not defe'r'K'd, ood with.r1d it where it w;.}o; iuiHy uue; 
~.'ld :1ppca~s to be frcq~entlY'in ;ui.d~~ of temrn ,with his fubj«Ci:'i a~d' par .. 
tles, that tnv or none ot them arc>at'~!~vdy. am. u'ltrurnlly marktd. ~ 

It i~ yet to0.r~9'n to writ~ the h(fl~»1 of the. revoilition; and whoc.:r~r ;]t
tnllpts It pr~ClpltJtcl}', wt~!, un~\qf~bly l~llfiak(', ch,lr<lttcrs ~Ild clteum
It IrlC.", and lflVO!\'(: hnnfcli III err,'tr~. and ddncuity. Thlll~s like men ,Ire 
kld')1!l underUQod ri~htly at fidl4ight. But ~ht;: Ahhe is WI01l3 even'ill the
founMation uf hit '\o'ork~ that :s" h.e h:Js. mikoncel\'cd and miil:at(·d the ('allk~ 
which prOllucl.'d tlw rupture hctv.~eJl 'Ellg!;md and her then (,oloniC's, and 
,,\'hilh I~'cl'on, ftep by iter) unltuc.i'ed. .... <J\nd ullcontrivt"d on the pa'rt of Amn j ... 
loj, to a l\e\,oIution, which. ha::. cugag<.:cl ,lhe attentiou, and affeCted the intt"lclt ' 
~j F.uropt"'. ' . ' 

ff) }Drove this, I Chall bring fo~, .. '.~md a rafTage, wl'ich, thnur;h phicNl to .. ,· 
wards {he latter part .of thf' Abbe's '\~o{k, i:i mure intimatdy CI,'I1I'lt'Cl:cd with 
the beginning: and 111 ,,,.hich, f'p~:',ll;.Hlg of tht'. original caufe ot,the ddplltr, 
ile dcd;lI<"i 11Imff'lf in.t11c [ollu';n"I~ m;.{l.ncr-

'" ~one," f.lrs he", " of ~ho[e energetic caur~s, which ha\;e produced fo 
U '!lan)', rn'olutlOll" upon the globe, cxiHed in North-AII~eri('a. NC"ithn·n_ 
.\. hgion nflr laws had there been outrJgrcl. TI1C' blood at martyr'> or patnn!s 
". had not thpre llH'Jl!l("d from [(aH·u!ds. Morals had not1hc'ft" b~f"n infllltcd. 
H ;\1;l1mer:-:,- qdlmns, h;.;,bii~, no objdt df';')1 to natiom, had there been the 
H {port of riclicuJf'. Arhil rary p(lWer had. not' (here torn any inhabit~nt 
" from rhl" alms nf his family Illld his fricnds, to dr.ag him to a drrary dun
I. g-r'UII. Publi.c uldu had nut l){'ul t\!('J(' inverted. The principles of 3d .. 
" minifh<ltion had not· been chan·~('(L~lrr~·: and the mJxims of gO'f'rlU'" f. mt'nt had there always remained th(' bRlt". Tir whole qucfiioll W~~ 
H reduced to tlw knowing whether the mother count'r\" had, or had. oot a 
I; right tn lay, din'fHy or !I1dirt'tlly, a.lhl'.ht tax upon . 'the col'mi€!;," 

On this l'xtraorJiJlJlY p~ff()gf", ill':'l<::Y not he improp<'r, in gellC'r:tl term~, 
to remark, tht.i.t nOlle can fetllike [holl- who [lIft'"r:, ;)nQ that tUf a m::tn to be 
01. compC'tt'n.tjudgr,ofthc pro .... ocative.: 01;;';, till"' .. \bbc n.yl'~ thrm, tht:lnr.rg('''' 
til.: C;llIfes of the n·wllutioll 1 helUllil k:\:(' !( j 11 din .\l11eI1C'a. 

The AtJLr, in ClyilJ:~ that lhe f.":< r,.l'parttC''lbrs hI hJ';~n:lr.'f'r.'t,·J did not 
'('xin in .\mnic;'l, .J.ud lH'F)' t.till~ to pniut nUL the pdrliculu peflod'in 'which 
Ihl nll.2n~ tllf'y did nl)t :.' x iil, r('duc(·~ c!Jrreby his ded<':'l'utlOn to a nullay, by 
1aking :1.\\ av <tIl mf',I!llng inl!TIthr pil1fCig(, . 

They dl(lllot c'. iH in 1763,. and they <l1I ('){ illcd hC'fore 1 ~;(i i cOllfcqllC'nt
lv, a~.there W<lS.a tin.c V:hr:OI they clid 111,,':: ::tncl allot her Wh',!l th~y di.i l:.x:dl, 
,;hI,; U.'M i\.·!~n ,oull~:'UH:" tl,c dlu·c(' (.f ~l!C !·ad; J.nd JlU~ to ~",f .t) 1$ to with-

.A :t, ,.,):J 
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hold th. only evidence, which 1"0.'5 thr d .. cbration right flr wrong, and' nit 
which it mu'n. nand or fall. But !ht" df"c!aration, as it now app,"aT3, unaccom ... 
'Panied by time, ha& an eff ... ft in holdin~ out to the world, that the-re was 
80 real caufe for the revnIElliC'n, b"'caufe it d~nied the' exiftmcc of a11 thofe 
cauf, .. , whKh are fUl'l'ofed to ue ju{hliabk, and which the Abb, ftylea ener
,etic. 

I confrfs mvr..'If exceedinrrly at a lof, 'n find out the time to w";eh th<! 
Abbe .ll"d<,;· bee'Olfe, in ano,h,·r part of the work, in fp .. king of t~ ibrIlJ'· 
aCl, which.wa'laff.'d in 1764, he Il:yle, it, An UfuTpatirm of tbr Americans' 
-oj "r(CiD~J.an rtJ£retl~ights." Confl'quently ht' h""~ admits the rlJ~ft ener
letic ofall cauf.a, th.t .. ,anufuTpahll ijl~t moJl pTtc!ou.r a.dfocrdngltl"to 
It.a.e e,ufled in America, twrlve yean befoTt" thp dl"ciaration of'im:leprndeQC~,. 
and'ten yean b,,(ore the brf'aking out o.~ ho[lilirics. The timr-, therf"fore, in 
,..hid" the paragraph is tA"1!lf', muft be aDt"'c~dent to th~ ilamp ita; but, as at 
,hlt time thrre waS no r~volution, nor any icV3 of' one, it conre.quently applies 
without a meaning; and as it r:mnot, og~fhe Ilbbe's own principl(', he applied 
ta any time af~'T the {lamp act; it is thef"erorc a wand ... ring folitary paragraph 
<conneacd, wuh nothing, and at \'ariance:'1\~tl1 every thing. 

The ilampa8:, it is trul';", wu Tt>pea}'C"d·two y~ars after'it wa! palkr1j 
)nlt it was immt"diattly followed by on. ot .infinitf'ly more mifchievons ma~
a;tud" I moan the dedar.l!ory .fl, whtcl\ a1}'ortrd tit- right, a. it w.s ftyled, 
.. the Brit.1fh Parliamant, " tubiTld Am!' 1 ittt "111 all (dJU w}utjIJ(VIT. u 

If theIl', thr {lamp- aft W3a,31l ufurp<.l'~i"oii of th::- Am2'ricans' moR. pr~cious 
and facred rights, the dt'c1ara.tory act lctr-l~~ no right at ali; and contained 
the full grown feeds of the mon dt:'f1:i'iJc'-~lJvernmcnt eva cXCTciff'd in the 
world. It placed America not only Ill. tile loweft, bllt in the b.rell: t\.;,te of 
• .aITalage; becauCe it demanded an wlcooditional fuLmiffion in every thing, 
41r, as the .a expreffes it, i. all caj" UJ4~IJO/t~r : and what rrnders this ad; 
.ihc more offenfive, is, that it iilpp~ars to jql~e been p"rr.'d il! an a8: of mr:-rcy; 
truly, then, it may b~ raid, that tht tUfd'r"'l1NrcitJ if 1M rd.:!ud 1l1-l (~Ilel. 

All the original chartcT~ from the Crown of En,.;land, under the faith of 
'Which, the adventurers from the old wor!d:fcttled in th ..... new, w~'re by this 
aEl: dl (pl2.C~d from tbei r fOllndations";' ~cau fe contrary to the uature of 
them, w~ich was that of a c?mpatl, th-:y were now mad,. fubjl'"ft to r~pra1 
or nilnatloll at th~ mere Will of one" p~ft'y.only. Th' wholl'" condition"of 
Am.eric~ was th:.li PUt Jflto th" h~nd~ oT.tn..&"P,Hliamel!t or the Minifiry, with. 
out leavIQg to her the If'<lft rlght In any car~ wha·fo~ver. 

There is no dt'fpotifm to which thIS llliqUltous law did not (')ctrnd ; and' 
1-hou3h it might have be('n conveni!'nt in the C""CUi.!O!l of it, to have coufultcc. 
tna,jtlt'r!:l and habit&, th ... princip~!? of the aa nude all t.!·r.umy lr,~'l. It itopt' 
Dn W:l"'rf>. It wenr tn ('vt'ty thmg. It took In With It the w~o!(" hfe of a. 
Jn3n, O!', if 1 may [0 (,,!(prcfs it, all ("'t{',nity of CiretllllIL1llC':S. It IS the nature 
.f law lO I C'fjuir" oht'"dit'nC't~, hut this d"!l1andl'd r.·r\'i~udf"; and the candHlon 
C)f an n'n 'lIC.l~l. und.'r the up 'ratiun, of \t. '\\,(j~, Wil1holt of a fubjed, hut a 
'!aTd. Tyr:llmy ha~ ofi.pn .1>--("0 C'H<lbhihed ,,"f~,',1! 16 .. \, and fOffit"tim('s againjt 
1, \ but the lliftory ot manknad do, s not produce an()tht"f mfianct-, in which .t· 
h,\s bren f'iL.ahlifhrd h.' IJw. 1L is a.n auclac,lOus oa:.ragr' U~'ll' en d /,,)V rn .. ' 
mrn;, alld OOJlot be ~O() m'uch c~p')l', d. In OJ der to. be {u,-n,clf'ntl.,. dr'teltcd. • 

1\' 'I h"r could il be 1.Iid <l.tter thiS" hat the j"gindtllolr I)f [hat 'cm~l1,ry 3,I1Y 
1()llg'r mad .. laws f'.r lh s, but lhd~ ,t '~,~vc tHIL commJnd::.; for Wfl' T:'J:1 dit
f.l, d ,1/1 ad l,f P jr~!.Jtnt·"t ct1l,ilrllt:' d ,)1\ Ihis prlll"p\" :find t1p"ratiug in· 
thiS 1113n nt't, over an unrepl ~'knLt 0. people, from the UI d: IS of il milllary: 
tlbhUhm-m I .. 

The P'lTlIam.cflt of England, with .. rfp' Clto Amf'rica, ,';as not fc-ptt"nni,al 
~ut p(lpdu.:l/_ It app,.ar('d (0 thp latu"r a body always in bl~lUg. 1 .. 1 dec~ 
~J~,'n or Its !>~plrJtlOn wf're, t~) h'''.r.the r",Ine, as If ns memh"u (uCCC~d,f·d by 
!n1 rl Inc"" (,r Wl"'lIl m.ll ~~r dr-ath, or, hVt'd for C'ypr, or wt"rp' appointt"d t~· 
Jt CiS a mat'~r of ofic.... .rhf're~()rr·, t~r lhe'~.p ·opl{' of E 19land' to'have any 
JuH c"Jl.cp-I!)O tl,f thr' mind ut Am("Sl~a., ~~fpc..tll1\g Cllr. extraord.oary att, 
tloey UlUft fUi1i1"lc all dothu ... ami ClIl'uatiull m Lba~ tOuDtry to c:e.f. for, 

CV,er 
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river .rul the prefent Parliament, its heirs, &c. to be prr,elu.l ; in thi.cat' 
I afk what would the moit cl .. moTolls of them t~mk, w{"'~t" an att to e 

atred declaring the t;ghtof Juch .. Parli ·m,nt t.o bmd th<11lln all car.-. whatr. '~ For this word wk.t[o"'tt would go .s efreituJlly to thror Magna 
(,.:~~~:Bilhof RightS, Trial 6,: J.,;tl, &c. as it weot to the charter~ ami 
forms of gov,.rnml·nt 10.' menta. ~ £ k 

1 am perfuaded, that the Gentlrman to whom 1. addre • t',. e. r~mar s, 
will ot,afterthe pafIing thisatt,:ia.y," That the P'''Clpiewfadmmdlration 
" hid not beeo Ch471gtd in AmerIca, and that.th~ rna~lm.s of govrrnmfnt 
6' had. there been.alz"a,J tile {am.t." For heff' 15, In prlllclpl.e,. a ~otal over .. 
throw of the whole, and not a fubverfi?n. only l but an anm~llatlOn of the 
foundation oflibrrty, and .brolute dominIOn dlabl,Ib·'d m us.ftc.a,L 

The Abbt likewlf~ (lales the cafe f'KccrdlOgly wrong and tnJ~rJounYt 
whe-n he fays, "that that thl wkoleql}1"ftion was r.' duced to th~ k~O\\,lng,,:,hc.
" thf'r the mother country had, OT had not, 3 rtght to lay, dnf'ctly or IOdl

.. reaty, a flight tax upon the coloni,· •. " This .w," aot Ihe whol, of the guef
tlon, neithf<r wa, the gua71lrty of the ~ax.lh~ obJct(, .rltheT to the Mtnlftry, 
or to th~ Americans It was the prtnclpl ... , of w~llch the lax.madr 1..lU~ a 
parr, and the quantity ftilllcf., that fo.med ,he ground 011 which Amenea 
Ol'po(ed. . . 

The ta,,( on tea, which is the ta-x. here alluded to, was neither mOTe or Ids
than anf'xperimrnt to dh~lifh thr pr'''~'bce olthe ~f'('laratory Jaw upon, m.o_ 
d.lIed into the mote f.lblOn.ble ph,.r,· 0/ Ihe "'m·a~ifupr<mal)· 0/ P"rI,a
mrnt, For, until this time, the dcclaTatory law had lal11 dormant, and the 
{ramer..s of it had· con rnH'd thcmfelv('swilh burly d"clcl.r~nganop'nlon. 

Therefore the wholl'luefti~n with Amerlca, III thf" opr~Jng of tltl' dilputt't 
WJ5~ Shall w~be bound In all eafcs· whaCfof'vf"t hy the Bnttfh Parliament, or 
fhilll w(" not? For fubmifIion to the- tea ortax ad, implied an acknnwl~dge. 
mrnt of the dt"claratory aCt, or, in Ol~f"r words, of th~ univprfal fupyemacy 
of I-'arliamf>nt, which, as th~'Y nevC'r lOtend -d to do, It was n('ceilary they 
fho.uld oppofc: it, in ita firft ltagc of c'tf'cutlon. 

It IS prub.ble, the Abbe has bemled into tbis .milhkc by p.rufing d,t,eh_ 
('41 piece'S in fome of the Americ311 npwfpapt'fs ; for, m a cafe whrrc an 
'Wcrt" interdlrd,. ('vt"ry On'" had a fight to g1Vf" t,l'> optnion; and thf're were 
~any who, with ~he bct\. lntf'otlOns., did not chuf.· the b, It, nor md('ed the 
true ground, to d·cfend' lh .. ir ccuf. UpOll. They relt th'·mfclvt $ riKht by • 
t;"lleral lmpulfc, WIthout being abIe to fcparatc, analyz(", and arr~nge the-
parts. . I 

1 dm f,:,mcwhat unwill.tt'g,to e~aminc too minutely into the whole of thi! 
ntraordluary patraljC of the Abbe, !ell I Ibould app".r to t,eat it w,th ft_ 
vnity; ,Orhe!Wlfe I ~ou~d. {be~,that n~t a Iln?le df·(.lcHati~n is jlllb), found
rd ; for.luft~nce, th'::" rCVIVlll.~~ .. n obfolcte act 01 tilC rCl&Jl of Hf'flJ ythe .Eight~ 
and fiCtin tT It to the Amcne~~I: by aucilOuty uf \\,HI~h, l.hc-y Wf'rc to be 
~~l1.t'd and brought f~om Amc~lc~ to t:::ngIOlnd, chId thr~'e Impnfoof'd 3nd.lrietl 
tor any rl.lppoll d oHener's, was, m th·· WO)I ft' fenfe 01 the word6, to ('_IT tAnn 
~ytflt ·,rtr/IIlT)' pI/wert· PdTllam'T1t,/T~m tile arms l!! fh{lr lam/fitS and/r;'tndI1 
G't4 drag thtfll, nol 01"j '~dre"r:~ bll.~. "dylant du.ngtgn'J. Y ct lhl~ aEt W35 c;m
in"'" d fI"JIl1C y~aT~ before the'brraklo.g out o!' ho{lih;irs. And' again, though 
lbe bl,,,,d of martyrs and patriot' h.d not I\rramed on the fe.frold., it 
ftreamed '",the ftTl'e", In the malTlC,e· .. f the Inhabitant. of Boilon, by the 
Bnufh (ulnlery, i~ tar. year 1770. .' , .. " 
. fud the Abbe fald that tnecaufes whIch produced the revolution in Ame_ 

.J'-!ca w('rf" ongmal1y dijhrelu from thuh- which produted rcvolut)olls in (~lhi:r 
,,"CIS of th. ~lobt, b~n.d been rigi,t. He,." th,· value and quahty of lib.r
,y, the Pat~rt" of g~vernlDent, and the dJgUJly of m.m w.r~c known and un.
tlertlood, and tn~ attacnment,of the &ncfJcans to· thtft' prmclples produced 
~ rrv~hIll:IOO, '.3 natural and almoft unavoidablrconfequcnce .. They h.d 
!l" particular lamlly.t? r,t up or pull down. Nothing of perron.lity w~s 
locorporated with the" cauf<. They llorted even-handed with each other 
anc1 wellIng ABu io:to Ihe fever.lllageG of it, than they were driven by th: 

. ,. ..a ullI"c1emin r 
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u~rrlenting and imperious condntl: of Britain. Nay, in the lall .a, I~d .. -
claration ofindcps:ndrncc, they had"ncarlybccn too la~; for had it notbccli 
d...·dal"crl.at the (".'{a~ time it was, ,I faw no.pcriod"'in th!;ir ;;t(faus 1irwe, in 
which it could' hdve been declared with the [3me effetl:, and p1tobably Il.~ 
iU all. 

But the ohjel'l heing formed hrfore th" revcrfc of fortune took. plac",. thai 
is, before the- opaatiolls of the .-!;loom ... :.campaign of 1776, their honour, thC'ir 
intcrdi, thf'lr ('very thing, callr-d loudly un thenl to maintain it; and ;~ha. 
glow ofthou~ht and enrrgy of heart,.which even a diftant profpcct of iude
pcndcncc in/pires, gave confidl-ncc to thf'ir' hopes, and rcfolution to their 
conduEl:, which a natC" of d"pcndenc/", could ncv~r have reached. .They 
looked (orw..-lTd to happier dayst and {cenes of ~cR., Jnd qllalified the hard
fuips ufthc campaign oy cOl1t€mplar:ing the Htablifb'ment of their m:w.bOTB. 
fyltcm. . 

If on the other hand. wetakt"3 r('View of , .. ,hat P.3Tt great })ritain hasafled J 
we fhalt: find ev<'ry thing which oug~t to rnak-c a nation bIufh. The mp!\ 
l"ulgar abufe,ar:colllpalli.'d by thilt fpcr.ies of h,llJihtine{s, which diftinguifucs 
'the hero of a moh from the char.ltlrrof a gentleman; itwa; equally as much 
from her manUers <IS fr~m h"r i.ljuflice that !he Ion the colonies. .8y the 
Hitter (Hc'l.'fovok('d,th(,lT p-rinciplts, by tLc former !he wore out theu tern .. 
per; and It ought to be held out as an example to the world, to {hew how 
nCl:.cffary. itis ~o condutl the bufill(·fs of government with CIvility. In llior..t, 
other revoJut,iom, \11ay have origin~t{'d in caprict>, (Ir g.enerated in ambition, 
but here, the maR unoRt'nding humility was tortured into rage, and the in
fancy of exiflence made to.weep. 

1\. union to extenfive, continued and determined, fuffcring witb patience, 
:and never in Gcfpair, could not have. been produ~('d by common ~aufc6. Jl 
,muIl be fomcthing capabla:.of r.eac.hing the whole foul of man,- and, arming it 
wi~h perpctual energy. In vain it is to look f~r precedents among .. the r{"~'o_ 
hltions of former ag~s, to find out, by companfon, the cau[cs'of thlS..· 1 he 
fpring"thc progrcfs, the objctl, the confc.quences; llay tho men" t,heir hahit~ 
vf'thLDking, and all tho! cir'_'umfian~es of the country, arc diffcrtnt. Thofc 
of· other nations "rc, in general, little more than the hinary ofthci! quarrels. 
They 3I'C marked by no important -:.haraCh-r: in the annals of events; m.ixt in 
the mafs, of general matters, they occupy but.a commQ.n page; iilnd~' while) 
the chief of.thr fucccfsf"ul partizani ftep,t into power, the plundered mukitudc 
fat down and forrowed. Jo'C\-\., vc-ry few of them arc Ctccompanied with rt"
~(}rmation, eithcr in goverument or manners; .many ,of th~m 'with the moll 
.onfummate p.rofligacy.-Triumph on the on(~ lide, <md mifery 011 the othert 
were the only events. Pains, punithmcnt" torture,and death: wer~ madcthe 
bufiHCfs·of m.mkind, until companion, the ·fairdt .. dTllcialC' of the he·art, wa~ 
tlriven from its pla{".e, and- the C)C, aCicuftQIDC&to. coutinual nuelty~ could be
hold it without offence. 

But as· the principles ()f the prer.nt "tollltion ai/fered from thofe which 
FT("ccdcd, it, fa llkcwifc has .the conduEi of America,. both in govf'Tnment and 
W.lf ... Neither the foul'Hnger,of difgracc, nor the bloudy hand.of vengeance' 
has hitherto put a blut upon her fame. Her viitorics ·have recci'\,cd luHtc 
frOID a grcatllcf~ of lenity ;'rand her law! 'been purmitted toflumbcr, whcre 
they rmght juIUy ha,'c olw.a,kt.:..!.u·d to puniCh. \\rar: fo 1)1ur:h the tradc'of the 
world, has '. been here onl V the 'bUrlUC(S of ncceHity: aad: wh('n the necdlily 
Qtall ct.'afe, her vt.·ryenclll"ks mutt confd:~, that as {h~ dre\"/ the fword. ILl 

her juft defence, lh'c ufcd·, it. without crudtYj and. nl(:at~ed it \''v'ithout rc .. 
.. enge. . 

As it is not my dt.':i~n to ~xtend thef~ rcm~rks .to a.hiiWry, I fQ.alI·now 
lake my leave of this p~Jrag~ 01: thc Abbc, l,vith ~n obicr"ation, which,·unt~l 
{omcthlng unfol~s i~fclf to ~onvlnce nl,e otbcrw,il:~ I, calUl.<?t avoi~,~{'licvin . .s 
to be truc;-whlch 1-8, tha.t It was the flxt det.crmmatlOn ot ~hc Bntdh'Cabl .. 
J1Ct,.,tO quarrel with Amnica at all (vcots. 

They (the mcmbcr~who compore the cahinet) had no douht of· fuccefs, if 
thry could once bl'iull: it to the ilfue uf a bal.tlc; atltlthcv cxpcfud. from .. 

& ... '1 ..... 
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""''l".n, what they roul" neith" propofe with decency, .nor hope for by ne
,ociation. The charters and conlbtuuons of the colomes were become to 
them matters "f offence, rnd their rapid {'rogrefs in property and popula
tio.n were difguftingly beheld as the growmg and natural m.eans of mdepend
ence. They faw no way to retain them long, but by reducmg them In ttme. 
A conguel! would at once have made them both lord. and landlords, and put 
the/ll m polTeOion both of the re""nue and the rental. The whole trouble 
of government would have ceared in a vitl:ory, and a tinal end been put to re
monftrance and debate. The exp~rience of the ftamp all hat! taught them 
how to quarrel with the advantag~s of cover and con~t>ni~nce, and. they had 
nothing to do but to renew the fcenc, and put contentIOn Into motIOn. They 
hoped for a rebellion, 2nd they made One. Theyexpetl:ed a declaration of 
independence, and they were not difappointed. But after thi., they looked 
forvltl:ory, and obtained a defeat. 

If this be taken as the generating caufe of the contdl l then is every part ot 
the condua of the Britilh miniftry confinen!, from the commencement of ~hc 
difpute, until the figning the trcaly of Pans, aftc. which, conqu<1l becomlOg 
doubrful, they retreated to negociation, and were :;lgain defrated. 

Though the Abbe polTclTes and difplays great powers of genius, and ·i. a maf
te:" of ttyle and language, he feems not to pay equal attention to the office d an 
hiftorian. His fatts are coldly and c .. clefs! y ft.tcd. They neither inform the 
read.?r, nor intereft him. Many of them are erroneous, and molt of them d~ ... 
feaive and 1>bfcltre. It is undoubtedly both an ornament, and a ufeful additlOn 
to hiftory, to accompany it with maxims and refle~ion$. They afford like ... 
wife, an agreeable cbange to the Uylc, and a more dlverfificd. manner of ,t"x. 
prdflOn i but it is abfolutely necefiary that the root from whence they rpn~g, 
orthe foundations on which they are raifed, fhould be well attended to, whlab' 
in this work they are Dot~ The Abbe haftens through his narrations, as if he 
was glad to get from them, that he may cnter the more ~opious field of e10-
fiuenceand imagination~ 

The actions of Trenton and Princeton, in New Jerfey, in December '776, 
and J.tnuary followinpl on which the fate of Amenca ftood for a while trem_ 
l>i1og on the pDint 01 fufpence, aDd from wmch the· melt imJ'Ortant conli>
quences followed, are compnfeu within a lingle paragrapn, falOtly'conceived. 
and barren of character, circumttance, and delcription. ' 

" On the 25th of December," fays the Abbe, "they (the Americans)" 
U uoff-:d the Dela"ar(>, and fell accid~lItd.{1y upon Trenton, which was occ~_ 
.. pied by fift.en hundred of the twelve thoufand Hellians, fold in fo bafe a 
", mann~r by thei r avaric~ous maner, to the Kmg of Great Bntain. This corp:t 
., was PlaJaC~(d, ta.ken, or difper[rd. Eight days after, three En~lifi.t rt"glments 
•• were In ·Like manner driven from Pnnceton; but after havlOg beun [up. 
". pur ted thea reputation th.u ~t" foreign I rottp:. III thdr pay~" 

'fhl$ IS all thc account which IS given of there mon IlIterrlling events, The 
Abbe~ .. pre<:eded them by two or .hree page5, on the mihtary operauon. of 
both armlt'i, fromtbetrme of {i.eneral :ff0w~arnvlOg uC'forc New York hom 
Halifax, and thr vaft reinforcements of, Hntlfh and forcign troop' wlih Lorcl 
Howe from England. But in tnt>{p there 11 fo muen m,{to1ke, al1d 10 many 
omllTwns, thilt too fet tncm ng:lL, muit be the buCille~s of hlltufY, and not of a 
Jetter. The: aChon of Long llldnd IS but bardy hinLf'd dt. dnd the up 'fa~wn$ 
at the, WhIte PlalOS wnollY on~'tLcd; as are hkew,fethc <1tlack. and lo{~ of F0rt 
WdfhlOgton, With d garflfol1 of abuut two thoufalld five hundred tue.:, and the 
pr("Ciplt;He~vacuati{)n uf F~rt·L~r, in conflquence lhcrcol i wll1ch l?lf ~ were 
In a great m~afure the caufc of tne r:'tttal tnrough the JCllH'S to the II lawdfC', 
ad itanee ot about mne~y mll,~. Neith('t IS the maJiller ot the rdreal dc_ 
{<:flbed. whIch, from the f\:afon of Lhe ytdr, the nature of the country, tht' llC'dr ... 

nef.ofthe twoilrmF5 {fOmetlmCi wlLhlo Iig;ht and Iho~of each othcr for fuen 
a lcng_h of wdyl, th'; r~ ar of the one employed iu pull lUg down bndges, and 
the Vdll of th. otn"r U1 bulldlPg tnem up, mult necclfanly be acc<>llIp.mod With 

miny Imcrdlin, clr~arullallccs •. 
It 
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II w". perio<fof dinr~lks. A crifi., rather of dangertban of hop~, Chflt 
is no dt-fcript.ion can do It juflice. and even the aClors in it, looking,back opon 
the scene, J' e furpnled how they got througl.1; and at a lors'to 3.('eount for thofe. 
powers of the mmd and (prings of anlln<rtlOlI, by which they wlttlflood 'he 
turte of accumulated misfortun(' .. 

It was cxpctkd, that {he time for which the army was enlilled, would 
carry the cdnlp ... ign fa far into the winter, ~J-. .. t the (cJ('rity of the {cafon, and 
.hc confcqucnl ~ondition of the loads, would/Te/ent any material operation of 
the enemy, untd the new army could be rai[l" for the next year. ~nd I rnert
tionit, Ol!:> i.1 maW'r worthy of attention by all future niilori,lns, th2.t'the movr
JUt'nts of the .AlJlcric.an army, until the <lttack upon the Hdliau poct at Tr~nton .. 
(he 26th of Dl'cnnha, Jrt: to he conlidcnd as operaling to effeCt no other 
principal purpofc than delay, and to wear away lhe cJ.:npaign under all the 
tlIfadv.mtagrs of .111 unequal force, ,,, ith uS lade misfortune 3!o pol1ible. 

But the 10fs of the garri~on at Fort '1Naihington, on the 16th of Novemberp-, 
and the expiration of the tunc uf a conhder.:!ble part of the army. fa early"as.. 
'he 30th of the fame momh, and which 'xne tQ, be followl"d by almofi. daily 
.. xpirations afterwards, made retreat the only final expcdie,nt. T u thefe cir
clunflanC('s may be added the forlorn and dtJhtule condItion of the f(w that 
remained; for the gJ.Tr~fon at Fort Lee, 'which cornpofed Ollmoil the whole of 

·the retreat, had becn obliged to abandon it fo lnlbntant·}Ufl:;) that every at_ 
tide of Uores and baggage was left behind, and in.thls dC"ftitute condition, with. 
Qut tent or blanket, and without any other l.lt'.:n{il& to drefs their pro\·ifion tlfao. 
wha.t they procured by the way, t!-ley performed a march of about ninety miles,. 
and bad the addref. and manag<ment to prolong it '0 lbe fpace of nineteea 
~~~ . 

By this unexpeEi:ed, or rather unthought of turn of affairs, the country wac, 
in 3n inilant furprifcd intu confuCton, and found and enemy within its bowds. 
~ithout any army to appofc him. There were no" fuccours to be had, but 
IMm 'he free-will olfering of 'he inhabitants. All was choice, and every. 

, man re.foned for himfelf. _ 
.It was in this iituatlon of affairs, equally calculated to confound or to i~ 

{pire, that the gent,leman, the merchant, the farmer, the tradefman, and the
b.bourcr, mutually turn,cd OUl from all the conveaiencics of home" to perform. 
the duties of private foldicrs, and undergo the fevcritie~ of a winter cam
paign. The delay, fo jUdlCioufly contrived on the retreat, afforded time 
for the volunteer;; reinforcements t.O join Gennal \Vafuington on the Delaware .... 

The Abbe is likcwife wrong in faying, that the American army fell acci
lIi11t"llyon Tr.nton. It was the very objetl for whieh General Wafhington 
crotTed the llelaware in the dead of mghl, in the midft. of fnow, nOrmi, and 
ice: and whidl he immediately re-crolled with his prifoners, as foon as he had 
accomplifncd hi~ purpofe. Neither was the intendl'd enterprifc a fccr.et to 
the enemy, imformarion havin:; been fent of it by letter, from a Britifh Offi~ 
c:cr at Princeton, to Colond Rolle, who com.manded the Heffian$ at Trenton._ 
which letter was aftcrWi:H ds found by the Americansa Neverthclefs the poft 
was completely furpriftd. A fmall circumlldnce, which had the 'pp'eor.nee 
of millake outhe part of the l~mericans, led to a more capi'al and realmillal<c· 
,on the part 01 Rolle. , 

The cak w.s thi., A detachment of twenty ar 'hirty .\.mcricans had bCf~ 
fent actofs the ri\'crtrom a putt, a few mil(~ above, by anotiicer unacquainted 
with Lhe intended a'ttack i t!1<.:fe we.e met by a body of Hdlians on the ni-ght, 
to which Ulfollllatioll pOUlted, which was ChriibuClw nig~t, and repuHed..~ 
NothiUg further uppl:anng, and the Heilian,s mi~akillg,thls' for the advanced 
party, tuppofed the ~nterpril.e dlfclJllccrteci,. wllJch at tha.t time was not be-':' 
g,Jn, and under this idf'a returned to their quarters; fQ that, wh~t might have 
raifed an Ollarm, and brought the ,Americans into an ambufcade, lerved totake 
otf ... thc fUrCl" ot a~ information, il.nd promote the rueeef. of the enterprife 
Soon after da)·-light General \!\'afhington f'utcred. the t/)WI1, iillld after a little. 
vppolitiou m.<l.e himldf metter of '" with \ll?ward"of /lin<: hllndrc.d pri. 
f~( ... 
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--r"his'eombinatien of fquivocal eircum(l3nC~J, ral.ling within what t~e 
Abb'c Rile. " tht wid, .."pirt 0/ cha.u," would ha\'e afforded a fine ~c1c1lof 
'thought; and 1 wilh, for the 13ke of that elegance 'of reRecho" he Ii fo ea-
l'able of ufing. that be had known it. .. . 

But the atlion of Princ,·ton w ... accompamed by. Rill greater embar.fs
Blent of matters, and fo!lowcd by more t'~traordirTJ.f)1' con(t'qucncrs. ·LL.~ 
Americans, by a lvappy .roke o'f g~ncraHh,p, in thti milancc. not only de
unged and dd"eatdi all tho:: plan~ of the Britifh., in the intt"nded momcnt of 
c:xcct'ltion, but drew from their polh. the enemyt.hc'y were not a~lle to ~ri~'(', 
and obliged them to clore the campaign. As the clrcumftJllu: 1S a cunohty 
iu war, ana not well unGcrH.ood in r:uropc, I lh.ll, as conclfrly (IS I can. 
relate the principal parts.; they may feT\'C to prevent fUlure hi'lorians from. 
>trror! and rec.over from forgctfuln(,fs a fecne of magnificent fortinldl'. 

'Immediately after the fur.prife of the H.man, at Trenton, General Walh
...ington rectoITed the Delaware, whlCh at thiS place ~ about three quarters 1)£ 
' ... mile over, and re ... aiI'umed his former poll on the Penrylvania fide, Tren
ton remained unoccupjed, and the enemy were poR.ed at i-'ril1cct()n, twelve 
miles diflant, on the road towards New-York. The w('athcrwas nuw growing 
vcry ft.'Vcre. and 8fj there were very few houfes ncar the rhore where.Gen(Tal 
Walhington had taken h~s nation, thf" greateR part of his army remained out 
in the woods and fields. Thefe, with. fom('" other circumitaQcl's inducC'd the 
J'e-croffing the Delaware, and tak.in;::; poITdlion of Trenton. I twas undoubt
tdly a bold adventurc, and carried with it the appear • .Il1cc of defiance, ("I:" 
p~ciallywhcn we conlider th~ panic-firuck. condilion of the enemy on the 10rs 
af thr HeJlian poll. But in order tu give a jul! idea of the afl'air, it is nr:(cf. 
Cary I Ihould dcferibe the place. ' 

Trtnton is fltuated on a riling ground, ~bout three quarteTs of' a mile dif .. 
tant ftom the Delaware', on the eaneTU or Jerfcy lide i and is cut into two 
81\ Irlllr.S bv a fmall crcek Of n\'ulet, futhdc'ot to turn a mill which J5 On It • 

.lftll which It cmpttcS itsdf <.It nt::.uly Tight an:.;kt; I11to tne Delaware. The 
uppef dlvlflon, which 1S to the north-cail, COLl~lns about fevcnty OT C'igh'Y 
houfcs, an(~ the loW'er about forty Of tift)'. Tht' ground on e3ch fide of thIS 
creek, and 011 whiC',h tlH~ hou[t:s arc, is liKcwifcnllllg:, .lI1d the (WI!) divifit)lls 
prcft"tlt an agreeahle profp~d, to each other, witi1. lhe crc('"k between, on 
wh,ich there is a [ntall a.imc hrid.gc of one arch. 
, .scarCt~r ~ad General \\,'albllle!;ton takrn poll hc.·re, aAd bcforethc fc\'eral p:u

tl(,~ -;>f ml1itl:l, (}uto~ drtachments, or on their way l could bl" collett cd , than the 
llrttdb, leav~nglH;,hmd them a Urong gal nion at PrJJlccton~ marched, fuddenly, 
.:,.ad ("H~cre~ rr('n:~?t.t atthe upper or Jlorth.-raHq1lartcr. .\ pa.rty ot the Amc
c.J.ns Jkumlfilcd \Vlm the ad\'iI!l((:d party of thc,llririrh, to (Iit~rd time fur rc'" 
tt./lvmg ,the H,orn. and ua~gage, and WithdraWing ovt'r the bridge-. 

In ~ huh: tllllC the llritllh hdd poiTdlion of out half of ,the town, General 
'Valhmgton of the ot.her" and the creck onJvft:pc1fat('d the two armies. ~o ... 
thing could be a more c:ntical fituation than ihis; ,Jud if ~\'t"r [he fate of Amc
l:ri~a drpt'ndcd upon the ('vellt of a dolY, it was now. The Df..'lawarewas 
fillIng fatiwah large fh~CLi of driving icc, and \"..IS iillp~rrabl(', fO'that"no re
treat into l,)enfyh·ania could he dkttcd, n('ithcr is it pl)ilihlc, in the face of an 
cla,emy, to pars a fI\'("r of fuch c~t~·nl. The roads \\lrTl' broken and rugged 
With the froH, and the main ruad was occl1pi( d by the f'!lem)". 

About ~o~r o'clock a part y of the l1ritith i.l.pI'" oached the bndg~, with:J. dc_ 
figfl to gam It, but were repulfcd. They J,?adl' no more attempts, though t~e 
crcck lSla(f'lble any" .. llr'rc bctw('('nthe bndge and the DdawJ.r~. It runs In 
a ruggc natural-made ditch, over which il perfon may pal's with Iitl~e diffi
nifty, the ~l:~l"am D~'ing rJpid and fhallow. I:.:V\!hlUo was now con:lOg on, 
and the Bntllh, bd,evlng they haJ all the adnnt.~·s they could wilh for, 
an~ that t~("ycould ufc th~m when they pkafed, diicontillut:d .111 urtber ope
J'atlon~, and ht'Jd thcmfcIv('s prt'par .. d to make the attack next morning. 

But L,h~ next morning produc: ... d a fcc DC, as dt'~ant ~s it was ullcxpt;He~. 
The Bntlfh \"ere l,lnder armsal\d l";ldy to march to achon, ""hcM oncot their. 
j,,,lkhullc from Prill~ctQIl ,allie lur1vli:l;' down t,h~ l~hCI, with all accOUIl 

til. 
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that General Walhington had that morning -attackfd and arried the llriti. 
pofi .t that place, and was proceeding on to reize the magazine at Bfunrwick; 
on which the Britilh, who were then on the pomtof making an alr.ult on the 
evacuated camp of the Americans, wheeled about, and in a lit of confterlla. 
tion marched for Princeton. 

This retreat is one of thofe ~xtraordinary' circnmftanccs t that in future 
ages may probably pafs for fable. For it WIll with dillic.uitybe belie"ed that 
two armi .. , on which fuch important confequenc;es depended, Ih",lld be 
<:rolldf'd into fo fmall a fpace ai "'Crenton; and that ·the one, on the eve of a. 
engagrment, when every ear is fuppofed to be opep, and every watchfulner. 
-<:mployed, Ihould move compl--trly from the ground, with all it. fior .. , 
baggage and artillery, unknown and even unfufpefted by the other. And fo 
entirely were the Britilh deceived, that when they heard the rtport of the 
cannon and fmall arms at Princeto.,. they fuppored it to be thllnder, thouglr. 
in the depth of win"r. 

Grneral Walhington, the better to cover and dirguife hi. retreat frora 
Trenton, had ordered a line of fires to be light<d up in front of his camp. 
Ther,.. not IJnly ferved to give an appearance of going to rell, and contiDUin( 
that deception, but they effeftually concealed from the Britilh whatever was 
.aaing behind them, for flame c~n no more be feen through thaD a wall, and 
in his fituation, it may with [orne propriety be faid, they came a pillar of 
fire to theQne army, and a pillar of a cloud to the other: after this, bya cir
cuitoui march of about eighteen miles, the Americans reached Princeeton 
rarly in the mo~ing. 

The numbtr at prifoners taken were betw~n two and three hundred, witla 
'Which General Walhington immediately fet off. Thev.n of the Britifh army 
from Trenton, entered Princeton about an hour after the Americans had left 
it, who, continuing their march for tl)& remainder of the day, arrived in the 
evening at a convenient fituation, wideftf the main road to Brunfwick, and 
about Itxtcen miles difiant from PrinC4IIDn. But fo weari~ and exh'ljlled 
were tht-y, with the continual and UJId-Mi .,i fervice and fatigue of two days 
.and a night, from action to aCtion, withd'lfllhelter and almoft. withont refreCh
meDt, that the bare and froz.en ground, with no other covering than the iky, 
became to them a place of comfortable rell. By thefe two event~ and_with 
,but little compariuve force to accomplilh them, the Americans elored wih,il 
advantages oil campaign, which but a few days before threatened the country 
with dellrutlion. The Britilh army, apprehenfivc for the fafety of their ma
gazines at Brunfwick, eightClil milt·s diUant, marched immedlately for that _ 
place, where they arrivqllate in the evening, and from whicl; they made 110 

attempts to move for nearly five months. 
Having t/Ius ftated the principal outlines of thefe two moll interefiing 

actions, 1 {h311 now quit. them, to put the Abbe rie;ht in his miHated aCCOunt 
<If the debt alld p.per mOlOey -of America, whereIn, fpeaking of thefe mat
ters, he fays, 

U Thefe ideal riches were rrjrard. The more the multiplication of them 
U Wi!S urged bJ want, the greater did their appreciation grow. The Con
" greJs was in iguant at the atlronts givl'n to its money, and declared all 
" thofe to be traitors to their country, who ihould not receive it as they 
" would have received gold itfelf. 

" Did not this bod y kno\,_, that porrcfli.ons arc no more to be controulrd 
.c than ff'clings arc? Did It not perceive, that in the prr-fent crifis, c\,r'ry 
U rational man would be afraid of expoJing his forttlJlI"'? D1.d it not fCt"., 
., that in tne bcginnil~g of a Republic it 'permitted to itfelf the ()f.f'rclfe of 
" fuch :las of dtfpottlm as arc lln'kllOWn even in" the c.onntri('s which are 
u !1loulded to, and .bcc<?me familiu~ with fcrvitudc and flpprdJion? Could 

.. , It :pretend that It. did not ·pumfh a want of confidcm:e with the p.lins 
" whIch would have b<en fcarcdy merited by revolt alld I'I'<-aloll? Of all 
" this was the Congrefs well awarC'. But it had no ch"lice of .means. ]r; 

.. defpiful .""\ ddpicable [traps or paper were achall)" thillY times bc-
,1<.-.1' 
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If low their original value, when more of them were ordered to be madr • 
.. On the 13th of September 1779, there was ofthis paper money. amongft; 
" the public. to tlie amount of ('3,5.544,155' The State owed more
.. over [.11,305,3;6, wltbout reckomng the partIcular deb.. of flOgle 
" Provinces.'" 

In the above-recited palragea, tbe Abbe fpeaks as if the United States hac! 
contratted a debt of upwards of forty millIon pounds Rerling, betides the 
debts of individual States. After which, fpeaking of foreign trade with 
America, he fays, tha.t "tho(e 'tountrics in Europe, which are truly corn.
u mercialones, knowing that N arlh America had been reduced to cantraa 
.. debts at the epoch even of her greatdl profl'erity, wifely thought, that 
.. in her prefent diRrds, fhe would be able to pay but very little, for what 
" might be carried to her.1t " 

I know it mull be extremely difficult to make foreignrrs undcrll.nd the 
nature .and circumftanc('s of our pap T money, becaufe there -are natives who 
do not underIland it thcmft'lv(s. But with us its fatr is now determined. 
Common confent has c.onIigned it to rcCl. with that kind of r~gard which the 
long [ervice of inanimate things infcnfibly obtains from mankind. Every 
Rone in the bTjdge, that has carried us O\'(,T, feerns to have a claim upon 
elUf rfieem. But this was a corner-Rone, and its ufcfulnefs cannot be tor
gotten. There is fOlYlething in Q gratdul mmd, which extends ilfclf even 
10 thing. that pn neither be benefited by regard, nor fuffer by neglea: But 
fa it is; and almoft every man il) fcnfiblc of tne clIetl:. _ 

But to return. The paper money, though iITued .from Congrcfs under 
the name of dollars, did l10t come trom that body always at that value. 
Thofe which were iffued the fidl year, were equal to gold and Elver. The 
fecond year Ids; the t~ird n.I~1 lcf~} and fo on, fOrI~{'arly the fpac.c of flve" 
years; at the end of whIch, 1 IInag'«C., thdt the whulc Value at whIch Con
grcfs might pay away the [everal e~irlOns, taking them tugether, WJ~ about 
ten or twelve millions pounds Herling. ' 

Now, as it would hav(: tak.en ten or twelve millions fierling of tax~s: to 
carryon the war for five ycars, and l as whlle this mone), \':J~ i!{uiuJ dlld. 

hkewife deprcciating down to nothing, there were none, or verv feow va
luable taxe.!» paid i cOllfequen~ly the event to thc!ubhc was the {J.'me, whe
ther they funk tco 'br twelve millions of cxpcnde mOlley, by ucprcciation, 
.or pa.id tcn or twelve milltons by taxation i tor as they did not do both, 
~nd chofe to do one, the ffii\ttcr, in a. general view, was iuditlerent. And 
therefore, what the Abbe fuppo[cs to be a debt, h<l3 now no exin~nc('; It 
havwg been paid, DY every body COJ;lfcllting to reduce it, at his own rx
p ... ncc, from the value of the bills continually palling among themfc1vt:s, a 
fum~ {"quOIl to nearly what the expcllLc of the war was for five Y'·us: 

Again.-Thc p~p,"r m'Jflc~' ha':'lIlO" now cr.!flci, and the depreciation \vit!. 
it, a~d gold and hivl'r fupphrd Wi placf>, the Well" will now be carrird on by 
taxatiOn, which wil-J dlJ.w fr(.m the public a con!idcrablc Ids fum than 
what 'the d('preclati~)O dreWj but 'as, whil~ they pay the form~,. they do 
nl)t fuller the lalter, and .<IS, when they fuffered the latter, they did not pay 
the t?rmer, the th~ng w.1l1 he nr~rly equal, with thi~ 1':'10ral advantagr, th.it 
taxatlQll occafions rrug;;llIty and thought, and deprecIJ.twD produced ddlipa
tion and care!effm.fs. 

And again :--11 ~ m~ ... ·f., portion of ta~cs co~('s t~ lr(s than wha~ he loft by 
the depreclarIOl.l, It PlUVl"S th<:> altnatlOH l!io m hiS favour. It It lunn·::. to 
more, and ~e Il> juitly a!fdI .. d, i.t JhCWl> that he did not iuitain his pJO 

per 1harc of dcpn;\:lauon, bC"luJc the UI.t· wa!io ~b opcrJ.i..i't'cly hiS lax as the 
oili= ' 

It is truc, that it ncv('r was intenul·d., neithcT was it forereen, that tJ.e 
debt cont.:lJllcd in the p"prr currt"llcy Jhoulu hllk itfdf i.u this manuer i but 
as by tn~ voll:l0tary ~oll.dua of all .md uf (,ve.,y one it is arriv(·d at this Ll' ~ 
the .d,C'"bt u paid by tnofc :'Nho owt.:1 It. P{IIP"P') nothwg was ever io much 
the a.8 uf <t country as {hIS. (;.O\,·t'IOIIP"I"" h"d no h"4ll,l 111 it. 1\",·1" 11',1:! 

depreciate!! hii Q\YU IIlIII,")' \» illS OW" conk/ltl fill' i'uch Wi~ ,,,.: Ci,ac 
m, w~~ 
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which the raifing of the nominal value of goods produced. Bllt as by fuclt 
rcduHion he fullaincd'·a lof. equal to what he mull have paid to fink it Iir 
't~xa{ion, therefore the line of juilice is to confider his lois by the depTe
clMio.n. as his'tax for that time, and not to tax· him when the war is. over, 
to make that money good· in any other pc~fon'.s hands, which became no .. 
thing in his own. 

!l:gain.-The paper currency was ,!fued for the cxpref. purpofc of carry • 

. 
ing on the war. It has perform('d that fervicc, without any other material 
change to the public, while it lafted. But to fuppofe, as fome did, that at 
the end of the war, it was to grow into gold" and filvcr, or become equd 
thercto,-was to fuppo[c that we were to gtt two hundred millions of dollars 
by goil/$. to war, i~t1cad of paving thc coit: of carrying it on. 

: But If allY thing in the utuation of America, all to her, currency or her 
clfcumfl.:mccs, yet re~ain's not lInderilond; then l~t it be remembered, that 
this war is the pub he's war; th(" people's \var; the country's war. It is 
their inucpcndcnce that is to be fupported i theii property that is to be fc. 
cured; their country that is to be faved. Here govcrumc.:nt, the army, and 
the people, arc mutually and reciprocally onc~ In othrr wars. kings may 
10((' their thrones al:d the1\" d01TIlIllOns; but here, the 10fs muil fall on the 
."uyt./I), 'of tlte 111l1Il;tIJd" a~ld the pl'opr rty they are contend Ill)!; to (av,. Every 
lnau bemg fcnlible ot thiS, he gOt',s tu the held, or pays his, portion ot the 
charge as the fovereign of his own po!fcffiolls; and when he IS conquered, a 
monarch [<Ills. ' 

The remark which the Ahbc, in the conclufion of -thl' paff .. ge~ has made 
rdrccring America cOl1tr<Jchllg debts in ·tb,-~ time of her profpt?lity ... (by 
'whIch he means, before the breaklllg out of hofbl:tin) ferves to fu{'w, though 
]w has not y-'Ct made the aPI?!ic<:.tion, th~ \'cry gn'at l:ommcrcial dllkn'uce 
}ht'.\ll'1l adc}Jcndant and an md('pendeulcounrry, In a itdte of depend ... 
«1)«'. and with a fcucrl.J coml1llTc{:~ thou,sh with all the advimtagrs of 
VC<lce, her trade could not balance herfr:'lf, and ilie annually rUll into debt • 
.Hut no~', in a ftate of i~ldepcl1dcncC', though ilWOh'cd In wtn", (h(" requires 
no Lfc(.lit; her norcs arc full ot- rnerchandi&':~ and gold ahd Iilvt'r are become 
the currency of the country, How thefe thili~~ have dtabldhcd rhemfelve,s, 
il hi ddncult to account for: but they are facts, and facts are more puwerful 
than 3l,gUI1lCl1ts . 

.. -\!-> It is. pIob:lble this ~etter will undergo a rf"publication in Europc, the 
remarks.here thrown together will ferve to 111ew the extreme fully of .Bntain, 
ill n.:HJll~ her.bopcs of fucc:~fs on the ('xtinthon of our paper currency. The 
(:xpettatlOn is at once fa chddi~h and forlorn, that it places heT in the laugh:
able condit.ion of ;} familbl'd hun \Y8rching for prey a't a fpidcr's w~b. 

From dllS account of the cu'rr('llcy," the Abbl' procccils to nate the:. con. 
tl~tion of America in the winter 1777, and the fpring follo\\'ing; and C'lOfl'S 
hl.5 obfl..l"\'atiOi:s with mentioning tile trc",ty of alliance, \\'h~ch was figl1l'd in 
1") ann·, and thr propofl,tions .of the Britin, m~'lifiry, which were r~jet1.cd in 
:-1..Uh.'[lCJ. Hut ill the manner 111 which the Abbe buS arranged his fatts, there 
IS a \~ry material.error, that not only he, but other European hiftGrii\usl 
havc I.dk'l iflto: mmc of them have afIigncd tilt, true c<lufe why the Britifh 
propofais were rcjl Eted, Clnd all of them hdvc ·alliglll'd a wrong onf'. 

III the winter 1777., <llld the rpri~l& t.·olluwing, <.:onp;tcf!i w!='l"c alfcmblcd at 
"\-ork_tO\Vll, in Pennt>'lvania, the Bntdh wore m pu ... .;tlion of Philadelphia, 
~~ld Generai ·\\·a.fhingtun with the army were encamped in huts at the Valley ... 
10' ,c.;:\ t\\."cnty-h, (' mdt'!> dlitallt theretrom. To all who can r("member, it 
waoS a ka!.lll ot h'lIc:nliI~' but not of dcfpait; and the Abbe, fpl'akillg of this 
I) ':1 Iud ,lUJ lts illcom~(,'\ll'cnc("s, fJYs, 

•. A llluititude of pri\·ations, addeQ tt) fo many other misfortunes, might 
" make the AlIl('r~cali,s ~egrct .[heir former .tranqulUity, and indiue them to 
(: an accommodatIon WIth Eng.lallQ, In valll had the people been b~unu to-' 
h the ilL \\ Govcrnmcllt_ by the facrednefs of oaths, and the ili.tluencc of rC. 
'" JiglOlI. In \·ain had clldcavoui"s been uied to convince them, that it was 
.. illljlollibic to tIcat i~fcly with a COuntIY ill which Olle parlianient might 

" _overturn 
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" overturn what /hould have been dhblithed by another. In vain had tlrey 
" been threatened with the 'eternal refcntm('nt of an exarpl.'rate~ and vm4 
" diElive enemy. It was porTlhle thot thel" diftant trouble. ml:;ht not be 
" balanced by the wc~ght of, p.rcfcnt evils. . '. 

" So thOu~ht the Bntl/h mmdhy when they fent to the Now VI'arld pubhc 
u agents authorifcd to offer every thing except indcpendroce to tihefe vffy 
" Americans, from wham they had two ycar:- before cx~aed an uncm:t41-
.. tional fubmiffion. It js nQt Improbable, but that by this plan of eoncI1 .. -
" tion, a few months fool1cr, fOIJH; e1fcU might have been produced. B,ut 
" at the period at which it was propofcd by the Court of London, it wag 
" rejected with difdain, becclufc this mcafure appcar~d but a3- an argument 
" of fear and we.lknef::.. The people were already rc .. aITun·J. The Congrcfs t 

'- the Generals, the troops, the bold and Jkilful men in each colony, had 
" poffciIed themJClvcs or the authority; (\cry thing had recovered it. firfi: 
"fpirit. This «'11,\ tht: ,'/feEl if a trlaty if.lr/ouljhip and cvmmaLC betw,tn tlz~ 
" Ullited States and thc (oUll ijV~'fli"es, }lgned tht: 8th f!f Februar)', .1:77S." 
, On t~is paiTage oJ the., Abbe'~ ! ca~Hot h,elp .remarking., that, tu lll1lte 

tnne With cil'cumflancc, IS a maten~l meety ill h.lfiory; the want of I:;]w'h 

frcqu.cntlY throws it into endkfs confuuon and mdlake, occafions a total [e .... 
paratlOn between cauk&. and cl)nr'~'qucnce$, ,and conncas them with otheT~ 
they arc not immediately, and iQffiClimes not at all, related to. , 

Til, Ahl,,", in r.lying t:lai. the o~I',:r~ oLt.he llritdh mlfliu'ry "were fejeEl:ed 
I: with dlfJain," is right as to th(' }lt7, but wrong as to the tin.lC 1 and till' 
crJ \)1 in the tlme, ,has uccaflOllC'd him to be miilakC'n in the caufe. 

The figjlling the treaty of Pdri.s the 6th of ,February, 1778, could have no 
cffd:t on the mind or politics ot Am(~1 icJ. until it was RnUU'll in Amerzla; anel 
therefore, when the AbLe fays, that the rejeEhon of the Britilh offers was in 
COl.lfcquence of the a!~ii:1nce, he mult mean, that it was i~ confequcncc of the 
alhancc being known In Amcric;::a; which ~as ;1).ot _the cafe: and by. this mif ... 
take he not only takes from her the rCplltatlOn, wb-ich her unfhakcn fortitude 
in that trying fltuation deferves, but is hkewife ted very.injurioully to fup-
pofe th .. hod the nnt known of the .treaty, the offers· would pro.bably have 
been accepted; whereas {he knew nothing of the treaty at the time of the 
rejechon,. and eonfequently did not TejeEl thml on tha.t~rollnd; 

The propoIitions or allers ,ahQvc-melltiolle-d were contained 'In two bills 
brought into the BritiCh Parliament by Lord North on the 17th of February, 
1778. Thofe bills wore hurried through both houlC. with unufual hafte I and 
before they had gone through all the euftomary forms of Parliament, copies 
of them were rent over to Lo.cd l-;lOWf; and General Howe, then in Phila
delphia, who were likcwife Commiffioners. Grneral Howe ordered them. '0 be printed in Philodelphia, .and feQt. copies of them by a flag to General 
WafhmgtoD, to be forwarded to Congrcf& at Yo.rk-rown, wht::rc they at .. 
rived the 211t of April, 1778. Thu. llIuch for the arrival of the bills ill 
America. 

Congrefs, as is their u[ual mode, appointed a committee from their own 
body, to examine them, and. report thereon. The report was bI-ought in 
the next day: (the tw~nty-rccond,) wai read, and unanimoufiy agreed·te. 
entered on their journals, and publifhed for the information of the country .. 

_ Now this report mull: be the rejeEtion to which the Abbe alludes, becaufc 
.Con~efi;. gave no ot~cr ~orma,l opinion 011 thore bill" a,od pi ')pulitioO's: and 
on a lubfcquent appltcatlon fram the BfiUfh Commifl1oBl,;'_ d.J.tcd the 2jth 

of May, and received at York-Town the 6th of J4Il.C, C()n'~Ict:s. imm('.dl~t("'Jy 
referred them for an anfwcr to their printed reiohcs ot lhe 2.!ll of Apnl.-
Thus much for the rciedion of the oIlers,' -

On the 2d of May;that i:;, clevcn d<ly~ after the above reieCt.ion was made, 
~he trcaty between the United Statc~' and J<rance arrived at Y ork-Tu\vn; 
"nd until this moment Congrcfs had nut the leaH notice or lde,,", that 'fuch d. 

mcaful"c was in a.ny train of execurion. But lott tIll::' d-cdacatiell of ttllrLt_-
ihollid pah only for afTertion, I {hall fllpport it by proof, for it ilio-lTldlf:rJcl1 
ta the ~harat.tcr and prin iplc of tite revolution tu Ihc-w. that no C()Ilditw'l 

1I 2 cY.' 
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of America, fince the declaraLion of ir.d-ep("ndenc~, however trying and-fe_ 
verr, ever operatcd to produce the moil: difiant idea of yidding it up eitler 
by force, diftrcJs, artihce, or pcrfuafton. And this proof is the more ne
cdTary, hecaufe it ' ... ·as the fyftcm of the Britiih mmifi.ry at this tim~, a5 
wt'll <!5 before' and finc(', to hold out to the European powers that America 
was unfirt in her refolutions and policy; hoping by this artifice to Ic:Ircn 
.h .... r )'eputation in Europe, and weaken the conhdcnce which thofe powers, 
or any of them, might be inclined to place in her. 

At the 1:une thrfc matters were traniacling, I was Scrrctary to the Fortign 
Department of Congr!'fs. All the political letters from the American Com ... 
miffioners refird in my hands, and aU that were offiCially written went from 
my office i and fo far from Congrefs knowing ~ny thing of the figning the 
t.~Nt~'. 'at the time the-y rci("Clcd the Britifh offers. they h .. d not received: a 
hne ohnformation from their CommifTlOnrrs at PJris on any fubjeEt: what_ 
n.r for upwards of a twdvemonlh. P, obably the lors of the port of Phila. 
delphia, imd the navigatioA of the Delaware, togcihcr with the danger of 
lh~ ff?dS, covered at this time with Britifh cruizers,. contributed to the dif .. 
.. ppointment. 

One packet, it is true, arrived at York .. Town in JUlUary preceding: 
wh~ch was about three months before the arrival of the treaty; but, ftrange 
OilS It may appear, every letter had been taken out, before it was put on 
board the velld which brought it from France, and blank white paper put 
In then Head. 

Having thlls nated the time when the propofals from the Britilh Com. 
~lil1ioners v/cre firH rC'ct:lved, and hkewiic the time when: the treaty of a1 ... 
,hJIlCf> arnvcd, dIld !hewn that the J'ejcchon of the former WilS cleven days 
pr,,>r to the .an iv;·l 01 the lilttcr, and without the leaft knowledge of ruch 
cucumlbFu.c h<lving taken place, or being about to take place; the rejeaion, 
th.er('fore, rn ult, and ought to be attributed to the fixt unvaried fentiments 
of Amenca relpetting the enemy file is at war with, and her determination 
t~ [upport her independence: to the 1aft poflible efi"ort, and Dot to any new 
(:lrcumn~ncc in her favour, which at that time {he did not, and could no.!, 
know of. . 

Bcfides, there is a vigour of determination and fpirit of defiance in the 
language of the rejeihon (which I here lubjoin) which derive their gn·.teit 

· glory by appeofing before the treaty was known; for that, which is brave~y 
m dlllref., becomes infoIt in profperity: And the treaty placed America Oil 
ruch a ftrong foundation, that had fue then known it, the anfwer which fhe 
gave would have appeared rather a~ an air of triumph, than as the glowing 
krenity of fOrtitude. . '. 

· Upon the whole the Abbe appears to have entirely millaken the matter; 
· for iunead of attributing the rejeflion of the propofitions to our knowledge 
of the treaty of alliance; he Ihollld have attributed the origin of them in tne 
Britdh cabll1ct, to 'thea knowledge of that event. And then the rearon 
.". ;ry they werc hurried over to Amqica in the flate of bills, that is, befoJ,"e 
they were paJTed into aCh, is ealll.y aCCOll}1t('d for, which is, that they might 
·have the chance of rc .. ching America b,.fore any knowledge of the treaty 
ThouJd arrive, which thev were lucky enough to do, and there met the fate 
they fo richly merited. 'That there bills were brought into tbe Britilh 1;'ar. 
lii:lmerlt after the treaty with France was figned, is li-roved frQm the elates': 
the treaty being on the 6th and the b.ills the 17th of February. And that the 
fign.mg t~e trciuy was known in IJ ol1 hdment, when the bills were brought in, 
'is hkewlf, pruved by a fpreeh of Mr. Charles Fox, Oil the raid 17th of Fe._ 
j,ruary, who In reply to Lord North, informed the Houfe of the treaty be_ 
'mil fijlncd, .ud challenged the 1\1i"il\cr'5 knowlecl,;c of the lame faa; 



LETTER TO THE ABBE RAY:-IAL. 11 

I N CONGRESS, Aprif 22d, 1;;8 . 

.. THE Committee to whom was referred tho Gf'nrr:ll's Leurr of the' 
,18th, containing a certalll pt-intcd p:JPcr fent hom Philadelphia .. 

'PurportinCT to be the draught of a Bill for declaring the i,dentions of the P dr

liamcnt of Great Britaillo, as to the exercifi of what they aTf' plcafcd: to term: 
thei, right of impaling taxes within thetc United States; .nd alf" the dTafc 
of a Bill to enable the King of Great-Britain to appoint C:ommillion~rs, ~rlt}, 
powers to' treat, confl1lt, and agree upon the means of qUlcting CCTtam. cilror .. 
den within the (aid States, beg leave to oefeive, 

.. That the f,.id paper being indulhioufly circulated by emilfaries of the 
tncmy, In a partial and feeret manner, tlo!.e fame ought to' be forthwith: 
printed for the public information. . 

" The Committee cannot afc.ertain whether the contents of the faid paper
have heron framed in Philadelphi<t or in Great Britai,n, much 1,er~, whcthel: 
l:~lC [<tT?e are really and.. tFuly inte~lded to, be brow9'ht Into the Parhamcn~ of 
tna.t km.gdom, or whether the fa·ld Parhamcnt wdl confer thereon the ufual 
folcmnitics of their laws. But are inclined' to' bcliev-= this, wi.ll. happen, for 
the following rea fans : ' 

" 1 fl. Becaufe their General hoth made divers feeble efforts to fet on· foot 
(orne k.ind of treaty during the laib winter, though either from a miitakcll' 
Idea of his own d·ignity and importance, the want of information, or ~ome 
other eaufe r he hath not made apphcation to thvfe who arc invcH.cd wlch;l 
proper authority.· " 
. ~'. zdly. Bccaufe they fuppofe that the fallacious id·ca of a cclfation of hof~ 

tIhtlCS will render thcie States remifs in their prepantions for war. 
" 3.dly. BecJufc believing the J\mericans wearied· with war, they fuppofc 

we will accede to the terms for the fake of peace. ' 
" 4thIy. Becaufe they fuppofc that our negociations may he fuhjed to .. 

like corrupt milucnce with their debatcs~ 
" ,';thly. BecauCe they e~pcd from this frep'the fame effects they did. 

f!·om ~hat one, of thelT mininers thought proper to call hIS (OllLZi1atM)' IIIU

tton, .VIZ., that It will prevent foreign. powers from giving aid to thefe States ~ 
that It wI·lllead their own fubj.ccts to continue a littk iOllger t~e prcfent: 
war; and that it wil.l detach fome weak. men ill America from the caufe of! 

,freedom and virtue. 
H 6i.hly. Bec~ufe their King, from his- own fhewlll~ hath· n"afon to' ap .. 

prc~('n~ tha~ hiS, fleets and armic'), inftead of being elllplo)"C'd aG,linll tbt! 
te~r~toTiCs. fIo:lt thcfe States·, will be necdfary for. the dcfi..llct: of hi::. own do-
llJ 1010 os. And, 

" 7th1 y. Bccaufc tl(,:, impraaic:ability of fubjugating this country, hcin~ 
every dcly more and marc m~\l\tfcfl, it is their· intereH. to extricate thcl'n
{dvcs from the war upon any terms. 

'''-The Commiucc bcg,lcavc fUf"th~r to'oofervc, That, upon a fuppo[~ti(.m7 
the matters contamed in the {aid paper will really go in:.o the Hrlltilh Statute 
Book, they (eeve lu nlCW, in a clear J?oint of viL:\v 1 tiLe w.cakncfs. Mal wlck
cdncfs ofr.hcenemy. 

"THBI!i: W.lL .... KNESS~ 
." lit. Becaufe they formerly declared·, nor only that tlicy h",j " l:iglit t<J' 

b~nd, the .lllhabltant~ of thefe State::. in all cafes whatfocvcr, hut alfo thdt thC'· 
{'aId In,hahl.tams fhou~d aqfolutcly and ztncondi,'ionu/ly fllbmit to thc cx.o{'''cifl! of 
that nght. And thIS fubmdhon. thc\' h..lVC endcavolHcd to' cx.:.-Et by ~h,"!" 
fWf)rd. Rcce~lf~g,. fr?!ll' this claim', thercfurc""undcr the prdcllt CI1Cllmll.all-
cas, [hews their mabIhty to enforce it. ' 
.• , 2dJr· Becdu[t, ~hci~' Prince harl !wl ... t,)foTC f("ju:t:cc!.the humbleR: p.cti
~lons.of (11(" .Rcfrd",,~t~t~vcs ?f .l\llIerica, pfa1·il~g, to- b. ... co~fi.dercd as'lub
l<,l:ts) and pi 'llc<:ted In tHc~nJ.0ym~nt of Pl'JCC~ liberty, aHd fafcty;, and had!l 
;V<lgcd a mott cruel war agamll thcm, and cHlpLJyed thc f,j\'a~C's- to butchc-r· 
lllUOctnt.· women. aml ,hildrcll1 But ilOW.thc foJ,.l<.l.C P!'incc .eretc:nd .... to l!"('.!t" 

w,ithJ 
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with thofe very Repr:fentatives, and grant to the arms ef Amer~ca what""e 
refufed to her prayers. . 

" 3dly. Beeaule they have uniformlv laboured to conquer this Continent, 
!ej,eai.ng every idea of accommodat~on~pro~ofcd to ~hem, from a cOI,1nden~e 
In thelT own ilIcngth. Wherefore It IS eVIdent, from the change In their' 
mode of attack, thzt they have lolhhi' co"fidence. And,. . 

" 4thly. Becaufe the conllant lalllguage, fpoken not only by their Mi
nillers, but by the moll public and authenllC afls of the nation, hath b.-n. 
that it is inco,mpatible with their dignity to treat with the Americans while 
they have arms in their hands. NotwithH:anding which, an offer is now 
about to be made for treaty . 
• " The wickednefs and inlincerity of the enemy appear from the follow
lng confidt'rations: 

" lit. Either the Bills now to be pafTed contain a direfl Or indirefl cellioD 
of a part of their former claims, or they do n0t. If they do. then it is ac
knowledged that they have facrificed man)" brave men in an U1tiUfi: qUJrreJ. 
]f they do not, then they are calculate a to deceive Am~rica into terms, to 
which nei~her argumen, before the war, nOr force lince, could procure her 
affent. _ 

" .dly. The firft of thefe Bills appears, (rom the title, to be a declaration 
orthe i71JentionJ of the Brititb. Padiament concerning the exercifc of the ngllt 
if impofing laxis with,n' thefe States. Wherefore, fhould thefe States treat 
.. nder the faid Bill, they would indireflly acknowledge th,t right, to ob
tain which acknowledgment the l'Tcfcnt -.var has been avo~vedly undertaken 
and profecuted, on the part of Great Britain . 

.. 3dly. Should fuch pretended right be fo acquiefced in, then of con fe
queI)ee the fame might lie exercifed whenever the Britifh Parli ament' fhould 
lind themfelves in a different Ilmper and difpo!iti.lI; /inre it" mull depend 
upon thore, and fuch like eontinciencics, how far men will att accQrding to. 
their fonner intaliionJ. ' 

" 4thly. The f.id fir.ft Bill, in the body thereof, containeth no new mat_ 
tier, but is prccifely the fame with the motion before mentioned, and liable 
to all the objeflions which lay againll the f.id motion. excepting the fol
lowing particular, viz;. that by tlu mot£on, aEi.ual taxation was to be fufpended., 
fo long as America Chou\d gjve as much as the raid Parliament might think 
yroper: where .. , hy the propofod Bill, it is to be fufpended .as long as futUl-e 
..Parliamenls eontinue ot the il1me mind with the prefent. 

" 5thly. From "'tHe (<cona Bill it appears, that the BI itifh King may, if 
h<- plcafe., appoint CorrilnilflOners to tHat and agree with tho fe, whom they 
p!eafc, about a variety of thing~ therein mentiOll.ed. But fuch treaties and 
:il~rC"{'mcnts arv to be of no validity wi:.hout the copcurrencc of ;::,e [aid 
P}o1rIiament, rxcept fo-far as they relate to the fufp{"nfldn of hUitllltlcs, and 

.Jt certain of their aCts, the granting of pardon:;, and the appointm~nt of 
Governors to thefe iove"r:ign, free, and independent States. '\~hereforc, the 
ial~ Parliament have rcferved to themfelv!:s in txprifJ words, the power of 
fettfng afide any ruch treaty. and taking the advantages of any circumfiallCes. 
wl~l.h may ariic to fuhjeEt thi.; Continent to their ufLlrpations. ' 

.. 6thly. The faid BIll, by holding forth a tender of pardon, implies. a 
criminality in Our juibfi.ablc Tcfin:u~,c(', am~ coukqucntly, to treat und(Sc it, 
".,ould b~ an i.mplit."d ackuowledgment, that the inhabitants of theie ~t3tes. 
wert', what Bntmn had declared th:'m to bt" Rr:bels. 

" 7thly. The inhabit"nts of there Stat<~ being claimed by thrm as fub
j('fh, they may infer, from the nJture of thC" necrociation n~w pretended to 

-br. ((·t on foot, that the raid inhi.lbitan:s wo\:.ld of right be aitr"rw .. uas. ilollnd 
by fuc"h law. a. they fhould ·makc. Vllberefore any agreement entered into 
on fuch negociation might at any future ttmc be repealed. ~And, 

" 8thly. ~ecaufe tlie raid BIll pUlpor", ~a\ the CommiHioners therei!). 
mentioned may lrf""oit with private individuais; .a meafurc hlghl y derogatory 
IA.l the diGnity vi the oilional <hilr.au. 

H from 
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Fro"D :111 which it appears ('vi dent to your Comr.l~l('r. thJt the raid Bilh 
are intelLr...:d t() nperatP upon the hopes and fears u! th, b()O~ ~opk of thd~ 
States, fa as to aeate di.·I~Ii.f\nS arnoi.}j!;the-m, and a l,iCr:"-..'I,)!l from the cn:o
m')n cau[l!, now hy th~ bldIing of Divine Providence drawin;:; Jl('~r to J ;'.:;,

vourablc iITue. Thdt tnt'y are thr r. 'Iud of that iniiduous pLm, wl!i'C'h from 
the days of the Stamp-aB: down to the prefeRt til11r~ hath involv(·d this coun
tT / in contention and and bloodIbcd. And that, as in other c<lft s fo in this, 
alrhough c.ircmfhnccs may force tbrm at timc.s to rcr:rd(' from tlH'ir un.it:f1ifi
aJlc claims, thrre can be no doubt but they will as hcrrtofore, t:.pnn thf' fidl: 
faVOUTJble occafion, again d~fptay' that luit of dominalion, whic.h hath rent in 
tWJin the mighty empire of lltltarn. 

" Upon the whole matter, the Committee berr leave to teport it 3S their 
oplnion, that the Americans uniled in this a.rduous contdl. upon principJes of 
C·)tntnon int«:refi., for the defence of comm.on rights and privilegls, which union 
.hath been ce111ented by c()mmon cabmitl~s, and by mutual gcod offices Clnd 
and 3:ffettion, to the great caufc for which they contend, and in whir:l, all 
mankind are inlcreficd, mufi. derive its fucccf:; from-the contmuance uf that 
union. \Vhercfore any l ........ a!~ o~ body of men, who fhould prcfumc to make 
any f('pcrJte or p<lttial conventlOn or agreement with CommifIior.crs under 
t 1e Crown of Great Britain, Or any of them, ought to be confidcrcd and treat_ 
t:d as opt:n and avowed enemies ot thefe Unitt'u StilUS. 

:: And further~ your Committee beg leave to report it as their opini,on, 
That there ':lnited ,state's cannot, with propriety, hold ,Iny co'nfcrcnce or trea
ty with aniCommiffioJlcrs on t1;·· part ot Great Brit~in, unlcfs they !ball, a~ 
a prehminary tht::rcto~ either withdraw their fleets and admirab, or eIfe, in 
pofitive and exprefs terms, ack-'lowledge the Indepcnde!l(c of the {aid States~ 

" And inafmuch as_ it appears to be the dc!ign of the cntmics of thefe 
States to lull them into a fatal fecurity-to the end that th"y rna'! aU with '. 
becoming weight and importance, It is the opinion of yom· Commitlee 
Tr..J.t the feveral States be called upon to ufe the maR !In.'nu·ous exertions ta 
have their refpcCtive qnotas of conlinental troops in the field ~s foon as polfl ... 
ble. and that-all the militia of the i"d States be held in reldmcls. to at! as 
oCt:dlion may require. " 

The folio-wing is the anftt.er of r.ongrejs to the ju01l:l applicatim of 

SIR, 
tbe C01J,mijJioners. 

};ork-Town, June 6, 1778. 
" I HAVE ha~ ~he hnnD;uT of laying your le~tC'T of the- 3~ II1lhm, with 

the aCl:s of the Bnttfh Parhament which came mclofnl, beforc Congrefe ; 
~u~ I am ~nitruC1cd to a~quaint YOll, Sir, that they have already expre~r('d 
thcir. fe!ltllnents upo~ bl.1is not .eJfcntially cliffcrc:ut from thole aCts, In a 
publication of the 20d 01 April JaiL 

" Be aifured, Sir, when the KinlT of Great Britain (hall be feriouny dif
paCed to put an end to the unprovoked ann. cruel war waged againft thefe U
nict"d Slates, Congrefs will readlly attcnd to fuch terms of 'Peace, as may 
confiH with the honour of independent nations, the interdl ot their confbtu
C.IlS, aB~ the facrcd regard they medn to pay to treaties. I have lhe h0Il:uu.r 
tv be, Su, 

Hi, Excellenc)', 
Sir HlOry Clinton, K. R. Philad. 

Your mojl obedient, and 
moJi hUl.,b!, jirt'ont, 
HENRY L.-\UREXS., 

Pi <jzJent '!! Congrifs. " 

Though I am not [llrprifed to fce the Abbe miftaken iu maticrs "f hillory, 
at}:-d at fo great a ddtance from his fphr:re of immediate obf~rvation, yet I 
alii morc th.n furprtfcd to find rum wrong. (or at icall what appears fo to me) 

In the 
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in tne well-e~iightcned field of l'hilofophical rcfletlion. Here Ih_e matt'ri .... 
3re his own i created by himfcH i and the crror~ th~refor(', IS an 1ll of \he 
mind. Hitherto my remarks have been confined to ell ~umfhncC's : ~h~ oreer 
in which thry afOre, and the events they produced. In !hcfc, my lIltorma ... 
tion beinO' better than the Abbe's, my tafk. wall cafy. How I may [u[cccd 
in contro~(Jting mat~crs of fentimcnt 3nd opinion, wit,h one w~om years,. 
fxper'icncc, and long-cfiaQl1£hcd reputation have flaced In a fUpCrI?T llT~(" I 
am Ids confident in; but as they fall within the fco'pe of my obfcrvatlOnS,. 
it would be improper to pafs them over •. 

From this port of the Abbe's work to the latter end, I find [everal exprcfli
ons which app~ar to me to fiart, with a cymcal' complcxlOn, from the path 
of liberal thinking, or at leaft they are fa involved as to lo-re many ot the 
brauties which diflinguiro other parts of the performance. . 

The Abbe havi ng brol~ght his work to the- period \'\Ihcn the treaty of alll-
ance 1)et ween France' and the United States commenced, proceeds to make" 
fom!' remarks rh('fcon. 

" In fuort, " fays he, " philofophy, whofe 5rlt fentimcnt i,s the deGre 10-
.. ' fee all ~ov('rnments juG, and all people happy, in cailing her cye~ UpOIl;. 

., this aBiance ora monarch}", wi:tha people who are defendlOg thc~rlJbertr, 
" ;J U(1';UUj to kllOlV it.r molit'e. Slie fies, at ona, to~ c/c:l.d)', fllat th~ happincfi of 
" Nlallhmd has 110 pal t in it. )~ 

V.lhatc\,er tr,!ir&, ()f think.ing or of temper the Abbe mig.ht be in.., when he
p('nur-d this exprcfIi~:)}), matters not., They wil'l neither qualify the fen
tllnent, nor add to Its dcfct~. If right, it ncecil no apology ~ jf wrong .. 
it merits no excufe. It is fent into the worM as ;;m opinion of philofophy,. 
and may be examined without Teg:ud to the author ~ 

It fc:ems to be a ddeEl, eonneEted with ingenuity, that it aften,employS' 
il fdt" more i~ matter£?f cllriolity than u,fcfulnef.s. rvbn muft be the privy 
t"ounfellor of fate, or, iumethmg IS. not nght. He mull: knQw th~ fprings,.. 
the whys., and whe~efurc's of every thing, or he fits down unfatisfied_ 
'Vhether this be a CTlme, or only a caprice of humanity,. I am not enquirina' 
ill to. I fhall tak.e the p"rra&e as I find it, and place my objeflWns.again[ 
II, 

It is not fa properly the 1notl..'es which produud the alliance, as the conf(
IJ.uenuJ which arc to be produadjram it, that marh out the field of philofophl_ 
cal rcflc8ion. In the one we only penetrate into the harren cave of fccrecy, 
where little can be known, <lud every thing may be ruifconceived i in the o
ther, the ml!ld is pr~f('nted with a wide extended profpetl:, of vegetative 
good, and fees a thouia\ld blefIings buddin~ into exdt.:nce. 

But the exprcffioo, even within, the com~fs of t.he Ahbe'-s·meaning, fefS, 
out with an error, bccaufe it is made to declare th<lt, which no man ha9· 
Clurhority [0 declare. Who can fay that the happinefs of mank.ind made n3 

F:J.rt oj tru moh'r:es which produced the alliance? To be able to declare this, 
a mJIl mult .be rolfe tr d of the mind of all the- partie.3> concernc3,- and know 
that thfir motives were fomething eHe. , 

In proportion as tht independence of America became con.tcmplatcd and 
undcrHood, the local advantages of it to- the Im·mediate attors.,- :Ind,·the nu
mnous b~ndils it pr.omifcd to m11TI~ind, appc'ar to be every day cncrcafing,
and w~ law not a tcmporary good. for the prefcn!. rar.c only,. hut a.cc""ntinued 
good to all poUcrity ; these motives, th~rcforc, added to thofe which prc"" 
ceded them, bcc~lnc the motiv~s, Oil the piirt of Ameri..::a, which led her to 
propofc and agree to the treaty of alliance,. as the ben rtlcdual method of cx-· 
,tcnc;lillg I!lId lecw'ing, ~r,jppinefs;. and therda-re, with rcfpetl.: to us, the' 
Abbe ·I~ wrung.· ' _ 

Franer, 011 the other hand, ~,as rlt:H~ted v~ry differently to .America. She 
was not aEtcd upon by necenlty to icek a tnend, and thercil:>rc her moti\,e' 
~ becoming one, has the {la-ongen· cV\ldcllcC of being good, and that which 
':S fa, muft have fame happincf'Jor its objeCt. ''11th regard to herldf fue 
iaw a train of convt:nieoc.ics, wOIthy' hor attention.. By Icffcning.,tbe POWCI 

.. r. 
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.r an enem'v, whom, at -the fame time, file fought nrithCT to dcfiroy nor.d i
Rrds, the gained an adv3nLage with,out doing an {'~'il, and L.r·,:-.Itcti to- .hl'rkl~ 
I new friend by 'ajruciat~ng wiih ,3 co~mtry' In ml~f01 tl~n.c. l'hc fprlJir.~ ot 
thought that load to aEtIons of this kUl?, h.owevcr puhllcal they may . b~" 
are neverthdefs flaturally bcndicent; lor m all caufcs, g-ood or b .• d, It JS 

neceffdTY there {bould be a fimefs in the mfll~, to enahle it to aCt ill c~a .. 
raCier with the objea: Ther~fote, as a bdd cauIt' Ccll):lot I-w p: orccutcd. WIth 
a (rood motive, fo neither can a good caufc be long lupporl. d by a Lad one, 
asono man at1s wiLhout a. motivt"; therefore, in t:IC pL eli nt Inttancc, as they 
cannot be bad~ lh~y muil be admitted to be gqO(~. Hut the Abbe fets put 
upon [uch an (',,~endrd feale, that he O\'('rlooks t~1~ JI'grecs by which it is 
meafiJre~, and rejeCls the begiuUlng of goud, bccaufe the end comts not 
at once. 

It is true that had mo~ives may in fome de~ree be brought to fupport a 
~ood caufr, or p'r .. fecute a good ~bjct1; bm l~ nl:vc~ cont.lllues long~. wllH_h 
15 not the (ilk w.th l'r;llIce j for eIther the obJC'H will reform the nund, or 
the mind corrupt the objed; or cIfe, not b~ing a!;k, either way, to g' t 
iota uniton, t:ley will ({parate tn difgufl:! And this natural, though unper
ceived progrcfs of affociatioll or contention between the mind amI the oL
jea, is the-fccret ca~fc: of fiddlt y or defectton. Every objeEt a nI1ll pnrfues 
1S t for the time, a kmd of miftrc:[s to his mind: if both arc good or bad, 
the union is natural i but if they are in rcvC'rfe, and neither cau feduce ~or 
yet reform the: other, the oppolition grows into -diilik.c, and ill f..:pJ.\ .\tlun 
tallows. 

When the caufe of America firli made her apl'earance On the flage of the 
uuivcrfe, there were many who, i!, the !lyle ot adventurers. and fortuue. 
humers, were dangling in her traUl, and making their court to her with 
ev~ry profeffion ot honour and attachment. They were loud In h~r p:-difc, 
and oUentatious in her fervice. Every place echoed with their ardour or 
their anger, and they fecmed like men m Iove.-But, alas, they were for ... 
~une-hunters. Their expe&tion,~ were excited, but their minds were un ... 
Impreifed; and .finding her not to the purpofe, nor ,hemeelves reformed by 
her Influenc., they cealed their fui" and lR fame inllanees deferted and! ._ 
trayed her. . 

There were others, who at fidl: beheld her with indifference, and unac
quainted with her charaGler, were cautious of her company. They treated 
~er as oae, who, under the fair name of liberty, might conceal the hideous 
fIgure of allarchy, or lhe gloomy man Iter of tyranny. They knew not what 

- the was. If fau, lhe was faIr mdeed. But fldl !he WdS [ulpeEted, and 
. though born among us, appeared to be a lir.ngel'. 

~ccldent, with fome, and curiofity with others, brought on a difi.ant ac ... 
qU<iIntance. ~he'y ventured to look at her. They felt an inclination to {peak 
to her. One mtlmacy led to another, till the fufpicion wore a~v;;y, ;Jf~d a 
'~hange of fentiment froZe gradually upon the mind; and havl!lg no ieU
lntcre~ to fcrve, no paHion at dithonour to gratify, they became clIan:oured 
Qf her m~'Jcenc(', and unaltered by misfortune or umnflamcd by iuccefs, 
!ha~c~ With fidelity in the varictll's of hel fate. . 

1 h~s cicclara,ti'on 8f the Abbe'st rC.fpeCling motiv(,s, hClS led me unlntcn~
t:dly l~to ~ tram o(mctaphyfical rc..tlumng; but there was ~10 other ave~uc 
PywhIChlt could 10 properly be approached. To pl.ce prelumplIoll ag.mli 

,preJ,lImpuoll, aifertion again1~ atrt:rtion, is a mode of@ppoGtlOll that hdS no 
ctfed .. ami therefore the more, eligible melhod wa~ to thew. that the:" dc
~Jaratlon ~o('s not cfJl"refpond with the natural progrct:, of the mlllci, and the 
mfiuenC'c It has upon OUf cotlduCL-I (htlll, now quit thiS --PJ.rt, and proc,ccd 
to ':Yhat I have bt.ofore ftated, namel y, that ~t i1t not fo propel i y the motlv.rs 
whIch produced the alliance) as the conit:qucnccs to hI! p.oduccd from It. 
th., rna! k au' the field of phllolopiIical refl"tllOns. . . 

It l~ an obfcl"\'3tion I have allcddy madL in tome funner publicatIOn, that 
the cucle of civtlization is yet lOcomplctC'. A mUluality of wants haVe! 
torme<l the iu<lividual& .of each CUUlllrY Into a killd of ... tioool [oewy; .nd 

here 
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here the progrefs of civiljzation has ftopt. For it is cary to fce, that nati(')ns 
with regard to each other (notwithfhnding the ide .. l civil law, which every 
onc explains as jt fuits him) arc like individua~s 1n a nate of nature. They 
arc regulated by no fixt p:inciplc, governed ,by nO compulflve law, and each 
dOfS independently what It plcafcs, or what It can. 

Were it pallible we could have known the world when in a {late of bar_ 
bariftn, we mi'ght have concluded, that it never could be brought into: the 
order we now fce.it. The w.ntamcd mind was then as hard, if not harder 
to 'work 4pon in its individual- frate, than the national mind is in its prefent 
onf', Yet we have fcen the accolllpli!bmcnt of the one, why then lhould 
we doubt that of the other? I 

There is a grcatn fitnefs in mankind to extend and complete the civili
zation of nations with each othef' at this day, . than there was to begin it Wl.tn 
the ulleon:1.cEied individuals at firfl; in the fame manncr that it is fomc:what 
cafirr to put together the m3t"rials of Oil machine after they are formed, thaD 
it W(lS to form them from original matter. The prcfent conditio. of the 
world difrcring fo exceedingiy' from wh<lt it formerly W<lS, has given a new 
ran to the mind of man, more than Wh'lt he appears to be fenfible of. The 
wants of the individual, which firft produccd the idea of fociety, are now 
augmented into the wanls of the nation, and he is obliged to feck frorn 
=!llother country what before he. fought frum t~e next perfon. 

Letters, t!OJ(! tongue of the world, have in fame mcafure brought all man
kind acquainte~, and, by an cxtenlion of their: ures, arc eve·ry day promoting 
fome new friendfhip. Through them dlfbnt ,nations become eap~nle of con
vcrfation, and lofing by degrees the aukwardnefs of fi.rang:Gl's, dnd Ihe mo
ro[C'ncfs of fufpicion, they Jearn to know and ,underHand each ether. Science, 
the partizan of no country, but the bendi.ccnt p.ttrollcfs uf 0111, has libcri1lly 
opened a temple where all may meet. Her influence on tle mind, like lbe 
fun On the chi,lled earth, has long lrJeen preparing it for higher cultivatioG 
and further impro.vcment. The philafophcr of one country fees not an 
.nrmy in the phliolopher of .nathel:· he takes his [<.t in the temple "E, 
fc.if"nce, and afks not who fits behind him. 

This was not the conditio1;1. of the barbarian world. Then the wants of 
man were few, and the objects within his reach. \'Vhile he could acquire 
thefe, he lived in a fiate of individual indept'lldencc, the confequence of 
which was, there were as many nations as perfons, each contrndi.ng w~th 
the other, to fecure fomcthing; which he had, or to obtain fomethwg whiczh 
he had not. The <world had then no bulinefuo follow, no /ludie. to ex
crcife the mind. Their time was divided between fioth and 'fatigue. Hunt
in!)" anc war were their chief occupations; fleel' and food their. pri11cip.l 

. enjoyments. . 
Now it is otherwife. A change in the .mode of life has made it neceffa~y 

to be bufy; and man finds a thoufand things to d(>.now which b~foTe he 
did not. Innead of placing his ideas of greatnefs in the. rude atchievemcnti 
of the favage, he H:udles arts, [cicnee, agriculture, an<\ commerce, the re
finements of the gentleman, the principle. of [ociety, and the knowledge 
of the phIlofopher. . 

There are many [hings which in themfclvcs are morally neither good nor 
ba.d, but they arc produflive of coni"nl'lenCCs, which arc flrongly marked 
'WIth one or oth~r of thclc characters. Thus 'ammercc, :houga in itfelf <J 

m~)fal nullity, has, had a confidcrable influence in tempering the human 
~md. It. was the want of objeas in the ancient world, which oc:ca[lOI\cd 
III .them {uch.~ rude and perpetual turn for war •. Their tllne hung ~pon 
thcl-f ~lClnds wI.thout the means of employment. The indolence tbcr:y lived 
ia .aff~rdt'd letfule for miiChicf, and being all idle at once, and equal ill. 

,thclT cIrcumfianc('s, they were eaCily provoked or induced,·to at.l:io.n • 
. But.the illtrodoc.bon of comme~"l:e furnifhed. .the world with objeCt.;), w~ich 
In their cxtc.nt, rt~ach every mall, and give him fometping to .think about 
~nd fom~·thlflg. 10 do; by t~cfc his attention his mechanically drawn frool 
lbe pur[ul~' whlcb " itate ef Indolence alld au Ilnemployed mind OCCilionc<i., 

, . . and. 
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and. he tradr, with the fame countries, which fDrIJ1cr a:;r-s, tempted Ly 
their prociu£l:ions, and too indolent to purchafe them, would have gone to 
war with. 

Thus, as I have already obfcTved, the co"dition of thOc world f,cing ma~ 
trri<dly changed by the influence of [cicnce and commerce, it is I?ut into a 
fitnefs not only to admit of, but to deEre an extenrlon of civiliz3ttoJl. The 
principal and almoft only remaining enemy it now has to encounter, is prr
Judia; for it is evidently the intcrrit of mankind to agree and make the bt'fl 
of Itf(-, The world has undergone its divifions of empire, the fcveral buund
aries of ... which aTC known and fettled. The idea of conqucrin.g countries, 
like th(" Greeks and Romans, does not ll(ojW cxiH:. i and cxpcncncc has t"x
plodt,d the notion of going- to war for the fake of profit. In fllOrt., the ob
Jctls for war are exceedingly diminilhed, and there is now left karcely 
any thing t~ quarrel about, but what arifes from that demon of fociety, prt:
judice, and the confcqucnt full!:"nncfs and untraClahlcncfs of the tcmpt-r. 

There is fomethlng excC'edmgly curi.ous il~ the conil;.itbltion and operation 
of prejudice. It h:ls the fl11gular ability of accommodatll16 itft'lf to all the 
JloOihlc n.nctics of th~ human mind. !':iome palIlons and vices a~"t' but thinly 
fcattcrel'l among mankmd, and find timl)' here and there a, fitncfs of h>(·~ pLl01l. 
But prejudice', like the fpider, makcs every where Jl~ home. It l.as 11Cl

the-r tane nOr choice of place, and all that it rl.(lllll'-·~ i::. Flom. Thc'~ is 
fcarcciya Gtuation, except firc er ·water, in WhlC:l a !p'd· r w1l1 not lIw'. 
~'HJ, let the mind be a~ naked a~ the walls of an l 111pty and f,)rf.lkl n tcnc
JTI:nt, gloomy as a dungeon, or ornamented with th·:'. r~dl' It aodnlrs ()f 

thmkillg; let it be hot, cold, dark, or. light, lonely Or I! I il..JlJ1l( J, ftill pre .. 
judice, If undiflurbcd, will fill it with cobwebs, and Ii\C, like thl' fp:drr, 
wl~('re there ft:ems nuthing to li\'c on. If the ont: pH.·p.HI:S her f~J"J by 
pOlfoning it to hcr palate and her ufe, the other docs the fame; and <IS ft'
veral of our P<lffiOHS arc ftrol1gly charaClcred by the animal world, pi cju .. 
d:n- may be denominated l.hc fplder of the mind. 

Perh<lps no t~o e\'Cnb n"Cr united fa il.ltimatC'ly and forceably to combat 
and expel prejl1·dlce, "s the RcvuliJ,tion .of America, anJ the Alliance""\vith 
!-r;.;nn:. Then dld:.ls are felt. and tht.:ir intlu~ncc ah('~!dv extends as well 
to the old world ~s the new. OUT nyle and manner of tliinkiJ.lg have un
dergone a revolutiOn, more extr ... l0rdinary than the political revolution of the 
country, \Vc fee with other c;v{'s i we hear with other cars; 1l1\d think with 
other thought~, than thofe wc~ formerly uft.d, ':'Vc can look! back on our 
OWJl prcjudices, as if ,hey h<l.d beeJil the prejudices of other peop)c. Vt',e 
now fcc and know they were prejudice:., and nothing eIfe; and re\l(,\ (J 
irol11 their !hackles, enjoy a freedom of mind we felt uot lit~tJn'. It \\ _':i 

nl)t all lite argument, how('ver pOWL'lfui, Hor all the rearonmg, however 
(J'·.:,'ll!t, thJt'could have pr(,dl.!Ctd this change, [0 nccclIary to the cxtcllfion 
(/! ~!)(" Jililld and the eordlahl \" 01 the world., without the two circumftances 
ot the Revolution ;lnd t:IC I\!;:.tl-I'~T. 

Had ibncriCJ ~ropt quietly from Br·itain, no material change in fentiment 
had taknl pidCt'. The fame notions, prejud:co, <~J',C conccil~, would have 
governcd in both countries, as gl)\(·III(d tiH.':lJ1 tJlfolc; Clnci, itill the {laves" 
of ('I ro1' alld ('(l.ucJ[ion, they '\vuuld have travelled on in the beaten tiaEt of 
'1I1.~~,". and huLituai think:l.I(:;-. But br()lI.;~'i. about by rhe means it holS been, 
OOlh with rL'2,ard to ourkh"Cs) to hd:1cr, and to England, evcry COrner of 
fa, ... mind is fwept of its COb\\'c1'5, l~():rJll, and duH, and made tit for the 
leccpllon ot gcn:=ral hJpplncfs, _ . 

l.Jcrhaps there ne\'(';1" was an .. ,lli'ancc on a broader baus, than that betwcrn 
. Arncrica aud FnlIlCf', and the proO'"I d~ of it is worch <!ttending to. 1 he 
countries h.i!d. been cnc~mic., no~ p7-(;P""li '/ of thqnlelv('s, but tbruugh the 
medium ot J~n6Iand. Til'·)" Orj~:ill~'IJ)', bJtl no quarrel with each other, 
nO.f .any Gllii<' lur one, but Wl)aL .... 1 vL~ {rulI' tile ini.Lreft of En3i:uld, alld her 
<IIIJllng America a.;ainfl: Fr~lll,-' ... '. At tl\<' fame ~ill1f':-, tLc. Americans, at a 
d:H~,!ce from and L'J\c'l(l1!"ill~ccl wltillhe world, and t~!turLd. in·;l.lI the prc
jucia:c') wll1el! g:U~'Lnh'u. LdVh.: wi!.\) gQYCIm.c\, thclUl ,QUI;.1,.1vt:d It w.l.;ir duty to· 
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;ail 31 they w~rr. taught. In doing this they expende4 their fubflancc t. 
JlI.lke conqueJts, not tor thcmlcl\'co but for their mallen, wh~ in return, 
In'Jted them as navt's. 

A long fucc<:iIioll of infolent f,·verity, and the feparation finally occalioned 
br the commencement ot Jl0fblitics aL Lcx~ngton, on the 19th of April, 1775, 
naturally produced a new difpofilion of thlllking. As the- mind elofed itJelf 
to ..... ards England, it opened ilfdf towards the wurld; and our prejudice's, 
:lke OUT oppreHions, underwl'nt, though lcfs obf'::rved;a mental examilla .. 
tion ; until we found the former as inconfittcIlt with rCJfon and benevolence, 
<IS the latter were repugnant to our civil and political rights. 

""·hile we were thu!t advan':lIIg by degrees into the , .. ide field cl extended 
humanlry, the aHianc:e with Francc wallo concJudcd~; an alliance not formed 
for the mere purpofe of a day, but on jun and g('ne~ous grounds, and with 
equi.ll.tnd mUlual advantages- i and the cafy attettlO1l3Le manna in which.l.he 
parties hi.lvc fince commUl~icated, has made it an .lliance-, not of CO.u1lS, onl,y, 
but of countries. There IS now an union of mind tiS wdl as o£intcu:H; and 
our hearts, as well as uur prorpcrity, call on us lo [upport it. ' . 

The people of England not ha\'lOg ('xpeqcnc(d t:us chan~e, ilnd likewife 
no idca of It~ they were hugging to the'ir bof{llils the' f.Hne prejudices we We) e 
tramplmg Lcncath OUT feet i and th('y ('xpctlcd to kccp a hold upon America, 
hy that narrowne[s of thinking which Amrric<l dlfd;;lI1cd. ",,'naL they wcre 
}Jr"lid of, we defpifcd: Clod thiS IS a principal cauf..; why ali their.nl'gpcia_ 
1101lS, c(l~dlrua('d on this ground, have fi.ldrd. Wr are now ~eally another 
p""ople, and cannot <!:;ain go bat.:'k to ignorance and prejudice. The mind 
once cnli~ht('md cannUL Zl~..:-alll become dcHk. Thf'rc is no poflibtlitYI neither 
is there any Lerm to cxprcb t'le ruppolilion hy, of the mind ullknowil1g any 
thing it ah'rady knows; and thrn:ftHC Clll attempts on the part of EIlc;:laJld,~ 
£1:(n1 to the funner hahn of America: auet ou the I xpptlat:on of thC::lf ap .. 
plying nQw, wlll be like p;: fu.~ding il f~emg mom tJ brcome blind, and a_ 
fcnfihlc one to turn an idem. Tile hfll of which I:' IJnnatural, and the mhcr 
impo!Iiblr.. \ , 

~h tu th(; rcm .. rk which the ~I;h(' makes of the o~le country being a mo .. 
n.olrchy and the othn a rcpuLlat, It can havc nu t'iF'nlldlln(~alllng. Forms of 
gov.crnmf"nt have nothing to do wilh tr.:"aries. yilt- tormcr arc the intcrnal 
pohc~ of the countrir'!) ft:\'!"JI!y; til(' lattn, their l"I(~I'Illal pohce jOintly: 
and 10 long as each P':lilH'I' sits p rt, we have no mOTe right or bulinds to 
know how (he one or th( v locr C')'IJlICI 1> i,1> domdtu: ad-airs, than we have to 
l:lIq l:P into the private COllet Ill!) Ilt a f.trnlly. 

Bllt h~d the Albc rcflettcd fl~r.J uwmcnt, he would ha,'e fern that courts, 
or the gm'erni11g PUWCTS of iloll counLlics, be the-JT tunn:;:. ""hat t~ey may, are 
r~lativdy republiC:' with each orhu. h is me.: tidt .Illd true prlllciple of al
~lallCinp. .t\(ltlquity may ~ave 1-;1\":11 precedence, and power will n~tLlral.ly 
ctcatc lmportance, bt~t thelT ("'yual 1'1.,:11 IS lit'ver ddplltcd. lt may hk,cWl,ie 
~e worthy ot rcmarklllg, that a r.luu.Jr(L'cal ~nun(ry can fuffer nO,thmg In 
us popular happmefs by ""UYlng Wllh cl rl'publlcan oue; and rCl'ubhcan go
"~rnmcm.s h .. IVC neva ueen d 'l~"J)'.'d by their cxtolli:ll co"nneEbull~, but ~y 
fome internal cOllvullion or con(l'l\'.iHCI:. France has b~'cn in alliance With 
the republic of Swilr .. rlalld for lUUro.: th<!tl two hundT"d years, and Uill 
S~ifrerJ~nd retains hl'T 01':0:;111 ... 1 form as t"i1:ac as if nll: had alli~d wit~"a re ... 
pUblIC hkt" h(;rfelf; tlu."retore tnis rem;:'l!.;. of the Abbe goes tu nothmg.
Btficles, it is bell that mankim.l fb~)uld mix. There 1S ever (ometbmg to 
lc~rn, either of IIltln,L,"LS or pllllClpir; ...Ll.d it is by a free cummunl.cOltion, 
Wlt~oUt r(,~:<t I d ro d"I,wit.ic IlhL .. it'I~, that tri,. I~dihl P IS to be cXltnded, and 
prCjlld\t.:'( Jdhoyed ,IIi 1.J\'~r the \\'!),·hl. ' 

But, noty.,.I:.hf~"oJJ'''lb [he .i\t.l.H:'s high pfof~t1i.lns in favour of liberty, he 
appears 1.)r.,cQlO\..':; to i..JI u,~t !.liHt~!I, 01 l:I.i.t 11." T 1Il..'() \ Y i~ ratbrr tile child of 
~I~, fanc), thall 1,.11 IllS juJ~l)1t'r.ti fur in almllit ' .. \C' fJtllC lllILmt that he Cl'n
till ":' t!l~ alliallce;"s not orJ'; •. ~. ~I:,' .c..r fuih ... ·!t'\t.iy. dlcldJ.tcd '\lr t;l~ I.J;lppmef$ 
.0: manklllu, ~f", by a figure 01 ImpbC.ltiOn) )l ... ulr'~ h~ .. ncc tor hilVIlI:i dctC'd 
{II generolilly iW<1 ulllcl~H~Il!y lit ,VIIC'I.iUUlS II. "WilY did Ihey (I.ys he._ 
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<, nle.ning the Court of France) tie themfelves down by an i~conliderate 
" treaty tq conditions with the Congrefs, which they might themfelv", 
.. have held in dtpendence bv ample and regular fuppli ... " 

When an author und"'tak~s to treat of public happineC., he ought to be 
certain that he does not miftake p,dIion for right, nor iml1ginatlon tor prin
ciple. Principle, like truth, needs no contrivance. It will ever lell its 
own tale, anti teIl it the fame.way. But ·where this is not the cafe, every 
page mu!\. be watcht<l, recoIlelied, and compared, like an invented ftory. 
. 1 am l~rprifed at this palfage of the Abbe. It means nothing, Or it mean • 
• Ii; and In any cafe .t fhews the &'teat difference between fpeculatlVe and 
prathcal knowledJ;le. A, t .. aty, .ccordin~ to the Abbe's language, would 
have neither duration nor affeltion; it "ught have lafted to the end ofthe. 
war, and then Cl'iired-with it._But France, by atling in a ftyle fuperior t .. 
the little politics of narrow thinking, has cftablifhed a generow; fame, and 
won the love of a country ChI was before a fi.rangcr to. She had. to treat 
with a people who thought as nature taught them i and, on her own part. 
fhe wifely faw there was. no prefent advantage to. be obtained by unequal 
terms, which could balance the more lafting ones that might flow from a 
kind and generous beginning. 

From ~i. part the Abbe advances .into the fecret tranfaaioa, oftbe t ... 
Cabinets of Verf.illes and Madrid, refpetling the iodependance .. f America. 
through wbich 1 mean not to follow him. It is a circumlhnoc fufficicntly 
fhiking, without being commented on, that the former union of America. 
with Britain, produce~ a power, which, in her hands, was becoming dan .. 
/:erous to the world: and there i. no improbability in fuppufill!;, that had 
the latter known as much of the Ilrcngth of the former before fhe began tbe 
quarrel as (he has known lince, that inftead of attempting to- reduce hrr to 
unconditional fubmtmon, fhe would have propofed to her the conquell: ~f 
Mexico. But from the countries fcparatelYt Spain has n.olh;ng'to apprc ... 
heRd, though from their' union, fhe had more to fear than allY other power 
in Europe." . 

The part which 1 fhall' more parti,ularly con nne myfelfto, is tbat, where. 
in. the Abbe take~ an opportunity of complimen~in~ the Britifh Minillry 
wlth high encomIUms at admIratIon, on their rCjcttlllg the otfcrei :tncdi;a .. 
lion of the Court of Madrid, in '779. 

It muO: be remembered, that betore Spain joined France in the W,\!, !he 
Undertook the office of a mediator, and made propofals to the Britilh Kin, 
and Minillry fo exceedingly favourable to their interell, th,t had they been 
accepted, would have become inconvenient, if not in'ildmiffiblc to Atnerica. 
Thcfe propofals were neverthelef. «jelted by the Britifh Cabinet: on whica 
the·Abbe fays,---

" It is in ruch a circumRance as this, it is in the time w.hcn noble pride 
~" elevates the foul fuperior to aB terror; wh"cn nothing is feell more dread ... 
oU ful thart the ihamc of receiving, the law, and when there is no doubt or 
U hditation which to chufe, brtween ruin and difhonour; it is then, that 
u the greatnefs of a narion-is difplayed. I acknowledge, however, that 
41£ men accultomed to judge of things by the event, call gU'ilt and/enlaus 
," refolutions, hcroifm or madners, acc.ording to the, good or ba fucce& 
.. with which they have been attended. If then I fhould be a!ked, what is 
,u tbe name which !hall in years to come be given to the firmnc:fs which was 
.< in this moment exhibited by the Englifh, I fhall anfwer, that I de> 
" not know. But that which it dcfcrvcs 1 know. I know that the annal, 
" of the world hold out to us but rarely the augull: and majellic fpeEtacle of 
., a nation, which chufes rather to renounce its durat-ion than its glory." 

.In this paragraph the conception is loft)", and the expremon elegant; but 
the COlouring i. too high· for the original, and the likenefs fails through all 
.. xcefs of graces. To lit· the powers of thinking and the turn of lang~aj:e tQ 
the fubjeet, fa as to bring out a clear conclufion that fhall hit the·p01nt ill 
"!uellion, and. nothing elk. is the true criterion of writing. But the greater 
FiII:& (If we Abbe'. writings (if hc will pardon Inc t~e wli.ark) appear to me 
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IJ)\cenlnl, and burthened with vari.ty. They reprefenl a beautiful wilde ... 
Defs without paths; in which- tht eye •• diverted by every thing, without be
ing particularly dirrtled 10 any thing; and in which it i. agree.able to be 
loll, and difficult t<> !illd tho way out. 

Belore I offer any other remar,lt on the -rpir~t and compolition orthe above· 
palTagc, I fuall compare it with tht:: circum{l.mce it allud~s to. 

The circumfbncc, then, doe.s nQ;t dcfer\'c the eneom;um. The rejeaion. 
was not prompted by her fortitude, but her vanity. She did not view it as ~ 
cafe of dcfpair, or eVl'n of extreme: danger, and conCcquently the dctcrmina .. 
tion to renounce her duration rather than h~r glory, .cannot .apply to the can .. 
oIition of her mind. She h"d then high expeCl.tion •. 'Of fubjuga'ing America, 
and had no other naval force againft her than France; n~ithe .. was the cer
tain that rejecting the mediation Of Spain would combine thClt power with 
France. New mt"diations. migiu .. rife more favourable than thole {he had 
"fufed_ But if they !bould not, and Spain !bould join, !be !till raw that it 
would- only bring out her naval force againlll'"rallce and Spain, which was 
wanted and could not be cn1PIo.>;ed againl! America; and h.bn]; of 'hinki"& 
had t,aught her to qclicve herfe!' fupcrior to both. 

But in <:OilY cafe to which the confcquencC"s might point, there was. npthing 
tt> imprcls her with the idea of renouncing her duration. It is not the" policy 
of Europe to fuITer the extinction of any pn .... ·(·r, but only tU'lop oft', or pre
vent its dungcrous cncrcart". She was likewde freed hy lituatloll from the In

tt'rual and immediate horrors m InvarlOll; was rolling ~1 dlnipation, and. 
lOf)king fo~ conqucIb; and though file" futl:Cred nothing but the expellee of 
war, fbe Jbll had a Qrerc!y ffC to a magnificent rcimbudement. 

But if the Abbe IS delighted with high and !triking lingularitie. qf cha-. 
raacr he might, in America, have (ound ample ficJd of encomIUm. Here. 
was a people who could not kt~oW what part .the world would take for, or. 
againft them i a!T"d who were yenturinp on an untried fl.:hc:me in opparltion [0 
• power, agaiilil which more forminabl, n.tions had f~ilcd. They had 
,.v~ry thing to learn but the principles which fupported them, and every 
t~!m~ to pr~cu,.e that ~as nec;cff"ry for thoir dctcn.cc. .They have ~t tilpCS 
{ceIl thcmlelvcs 3.-; low as dlilrefs could make them, Without !hewing the 
1"'",..t ftag;cr in their f~rtitudc i and been raifcd again by tht! man. uncxpct!(:d 
(vents~ without difcovcring an unmanly uifcompofure afjay. To hctitilte. 
01 to defpair arc conditions e-qually unknown in America. Her mind W:JS 

prepal'td for e.very thing; bcc;)ufe her original and final rcColution of Cue. 
cecdin:; or periChing, included all pollible circumH.anccs. 

The rej.tlion of 'he Britifh propofitions in the year '7;8. circumfbnced 
as America was at that time, is a far greatef inltancc of UUjhdkcl) fort.itude 
tl1.n 'he rdufal of the Spani!b mediation br the Court of 1.ondon: .,ui 
other hillorian. bcf.des the Abbe, fhuck w.,h the v;illpcfs of her conduct 
therein, have, like himfdf, attributed it to a circumilancc which was then 
unknown, the alli<ulce with France. Their Crror they- s the idea uj.it$ grc~t .. 
nerO); becaufe, in ordcr t9 acceuo( for it, .. hey have fought a. caufc fuit.ed to 

"l~~ lIlJ~ni(udc, without knowing that thecaufe l'xiiled i,l the principles of the 
country*. 

"* Extraa from, .A thert R{t!;ew of th~ pr~fo1lt reign'" in England. Pag~ 
45, :'" the NeUJ .. fIJnua[ RegiJIcr jll" Ikc Jcar 1780.' 

~, THE (OInml/fion"s, .who, i. co~fiqu'nCt of Lo,-d North's concilialory kills, 
.. ~ l~'"1Jt Ol.'~T lfJ America, t.o propoft tenns ,y)C{I.(t to lhe colonies, weT': u.'holtv. un .. 

.. .Jfl"'~fi}lIl", Tlrt 'IJrtC~/ftt.J. r U,hh'h Io,.,ner~" would have tun rc"il'ed with tlu 
U ulmnjt·gratilude, "Wae u]tC1~d wltlt disdain. A'Ult' u'as the time fJl American 
H pndc 4.nd kauKhtrnrfs. 1t lS prohahle, howtt'cr, thai it waJ 1:oi pride anti 
"kaul["'''~{s .Ion( Ikal dit1aud Ih' Ruol.'io.s '!! CongTifs, Put a dif 
" trult if lhe fi'C<Tity ~/ th, olfirs .f Bril.i., a d,'"minatio. nolla give up Iht;, 
",,,Jependeflce, and ABOVE ALL, THE. ENG .... C£MENTS lNTO WHICti 

1- .,," £IiI£RJ;1l B\' nail, 104TII TRu.TY WITH f.aAIiCZ." 
- B~ 
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But this paRion.te rnromium of the Ahbe i. defervedly fubjeft to mor" 
and pbilofophica\ abjections. .It i. the eft"ufion of wild thinking, and ha, • 
lendency to pre,'c:nt that humanity of refleEtion which the triminal condlJCt 
of Britain enjoins o.n her a~ 3 dUly.-1t is a laudanum to courtly iniquiry.
It k~eps in Intoxicated ncrp the confci.r-ncr of a nation; and ':nore mdchici 
... dfctled by wrappingllp guilt in fplcndid ."cufe, than by dlfeaJy patro-
niz.ing it. , 

fuitain is now'the only country which hold, the world in difturbance an~ 
war, and lntlt'ad of payl1l..g compliments to the excefs of ""-'r crimr.-s, the Ab~ 
be would ha\'e app<'arf"d much more in character, had he pat to her, or to 
litr monarch, this fer iONS qudtion-

Arc thcn~no\, mifcri('s enough -in the world, too diffi.~:uJ[ to be .:ncount
erc<ll and too pointed to be borne, w~thout U:udying to cnlil..rgc the.liit, and 
anniag it with new ddhutbon? Is Ilk 1'0 very lung, thilt it IS neCt·tf.ry, nay 
~vcn a duty, to £hake thr fand, and haRen out the period of duration? Is the 
p"th [0 eh.:gantly [mooth, fo dcck('d on every fidr-, and carpeted with jO\.i , 
that wrC'tchcdncfs is wanted to enrich it as a foil? Go, aP&.. thine Jehing hr'~.rt, 
when forrow from a lhoufand cilufc~ wound,it, g'), aJk. thy lickcoC':d fdt' 
when every-medicine fails, whethcrthi, be the cafe or not? 

Quitting my remark,s on this hlt~d, I proccrod toa.notheor, in whic~ the Ab
be has let loofe a vein of ill.natufc, and what is fi.ill worfe, of injuillcc. 

After ca\'illng at ~hc treaty.., he goes on J~ charaaerize the icveral parti($ 
c.ombined in the. war.-" I,:; it poflible," fay! the Abbr', u that a {hit1 :.mi .. 
tI on lliould long fubfif~ amongH conCedf'rates of charaCter fo bppofite as the 
" hafty, light, difd.inful Frenchman, th" jealous, haughty, fly, nQW, cir
u cumfpcClive Spaniard, and the American, who is fecretly fnatching looks 
.' at the mother country, and would rejoice, were they compatible with hil 
t' independence, at the difatlers of his ailies?" 

To draw foohilLportraits of each other, is a mode of attack and reprifal, 
which the g;eater part of mankind are fond of indulging. The ferious phi. 
lofopher fhould be above it, more efpecially in cares from which no poOlble 
good can arire, and mlfchtcf may, and where no received provocation can 
palliate the offence.-The Abbe might hne inVf'ntf'd a diff,..rrncc of chaT'ilf't
er for every counrty ill the world, and they in !"(,turn might find others for 
him, till in the war of wit all T"al charatter is Ion. The plcaf.Ultry of oue 
oation, or the gravity of anotlfer .may, by a little penciling, b'.! diftorlcd into 
whimfical feall~re~, and the pamter become as much Iflughcd at ali the 
painting. 

But why did not the Abbe look a little deeper, .nd bring forth th. exrel_ 
Inlclcs of the {evcral parties I Why dId he not dwell with ploa[ure on th.t 
greatnc(s of charat.lcr, [hat rupniority of heart, which has markf'd the con ... 
duel of France in her conqucJls, a.od which has forced an acknowledgment 
even from Britain. 

There i. oneIine, at leaft (and many others might be difcovirrd) in which 
the confederates uni.te, whicn is, that Qf a rival. eminence 10 their treatmrnt. 
of their enemies. Spain, in her conqudl: o-fMino~ca and the Bahama.lflauds, 
confirms this remark. America has been invariable in h~r lenity trom the 
beginning ot the war, notwithHanding the high provoc;)tiolls !he has ex peri-
~nc('d? It is England onl y who has b~cn infoiellt ;md cruel. . 

But why mutt:. Ame-ricd. be chargrd with a crime undl'fcrvcd by her con
duCl, more fo by her prineipk., and which, if a f.CI would be [.tal to her 
hO~f)llr? 1 mean. that of want of attachment to her aHies, or T('jOicing in their 
diJaJlcrs. She, It is truf", has been aifiduous in fhew in:; to the world that 
{he ~as npL the aggrc1for towaT~ England; thai her quarrel JNdS not -of her 
!cekmg, or, at that time, even of her wifhing. But to draw inf('fcncrs from 
hrf juJtitication, to ftdb her ..:harilCle.r by, ~nd I fce nothini:J.-elfc fr0ll\ which 
Lbey ,on pe f~ppo{ed to be drawn, IS. unkilid alld I>lljuft. 

C ~ Does 



28 LETTER 1'0 THE ABIIE RAYNAL. 

Does h.r rcjdlion of the Briti!h propofitions in ., 778, before !he knewaf 
any alliance with France" correfpond with the Abbe'. defcril'tion of h.r 
.mild? Does a lingle inftanc,. of her condua lince that time jullify it ?-But 
there is a ftill better evidence to apply to, which is, tbat of all the mail. 
which at different times have been way.laid on the ,road, in divers part. of 
Amcrica,and t~kcn and carried into New-York, and from which the molb 
feeret and confidential private letters, as well as thofe from authority, have 
'b.en publi!hed,. not one ofthem, I repeat it, not a lingle one ofthem, gives 
countenance to fuc1:l a charge.. , 

This is not a countJY where men are under government rcIlraint in fpeak
jng i and if there is any kind of renraint, it arif~s from a fear of popular TC ... 

{('ntment. ,Now,· if nothing in her private Or public corrcfpondt"nce favours 
fuch iii. fuggdlion, and it \hc gennal difpoCition of the country is ruch as to 
make it unfafe for a man to Ihew an appearance ot joy at any difafter to her 
ally; on what grounds, I alK., can the accu(lition Rand? What company the 
Abbe may have kept in France, we cannot know; but this we know, that 
the account he gives docs not apply to Americ.a. 

Had the Abbe been in America at the time the news arrived of the difafter 
of the fleet undrr Count de Gr.afl"e, iu the WcH.-Indi~&, he would havc·feca 
his van. mitblkc-. Neither do I fl:mcmbf"r any infi.ance, extept the ·lof5 of 
Charldtown, in which the pub~ic .mlnd ~Llffered more Jcvcre and pune;enc 
~oncctn, or underwent lUore agllatlOfls at hope and apprehenfion, as to the 
trnth or falfehood of the report. Had the lo[s been all our own, it could not 
have had a deeper effect, yet it was not one uf thefe cafes which reached t9 
the" iqdcpendcnce of America. ' 

I n the geographical account which the' Abbe give. of the Thirteen State,; 
he is fo .cxce.{'d~ngly erroneous" that to attempt a particu~ar. refutation, w?,uld 
exceed the hmlts 1 have pref<:nbed to myfelf. And as It 15 a matter neIther 
pohtic<.il, hiU.orica~ 110r fcntimcntal, and which,can always be con.tradi8cd 
by the·extent and natural circ.umfianccs of the country, I 1hall pais It ov~r; 
"With t~is addltional remark, th~t I never yet raw an European defoription of 
Am~Ti.ca l~at was true) neither call any perron gain a jan idea of it, but by' 
commg to tt. 

,Thougn I have already extended thi,s letter beyond what lat firn p~0l'0fed, 
1 am, neverthclefs, obligtd to omit many obfervations, 1 originally ddigned 
10 have made. I wi!h there had bern no occalion for maki'ng any. But the 
wrc:'ng ideas which the Abbe's work had a tendency to exci~e, and the pre
judicial irnprefftons they might make, muft be an apology tor my remarkS', 
and the freedom with which they arc ei.one. 

I obferve the Abbe has made a fort of epitome of a confid<rable part of the 
PJrnphkt COMMON SENSE, and introduced it in that form into his publi. 
£ation. But there are other places where the Abbe has borrowed freely front 
the fame pamphlet, without acknowledging it. The difference between fo. 
cietyand government, with which the pamphlet opens, is taken from it, and 
j~ forne expreffion5 almoil. literally, into the Abbe', work, as if originally 
hl$ OWIl; .nB through the whole of the Abbe'. remarks on this head, the 
idea in Common Senti: i. fo clofely copied aad purfued, that the ditl:'erenee 
is only in words, and in the arrangement of the thoughl$, and not in the 
thou"'" themfcJves ". 

But as it is time I !hould come to a conclufion of my letter, I !hall forbear 
all further ohfervation, on the Abbe'. work, and take a concife view of the 
nate of public alIairs, [mce the time i .. which thot performance wasl'ubli!hed. 

.. CO~MON SENSE. 

U Some writers have ~ confounded 
{oeiety with government, as to leave 
llttk or no dtHinchon b,clween them i 
where,as they are not onl y diliercllt, 
but .h.,. dui'C[Uit uriSill>. 

A 
ABBE RAYNAL. ~ 

" Care muft be taken not to eon. 
found together fociety with govern_ 
ment. That they may be known .dif
tinal y, their Origin iliollid be confi. 
dered. 

SOCK&1 
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A mind habituated toaitionsofmeannefs and injufrice, commi" them with-
Gut refleaion, or with a very partial one; for on what oth~:r ground than thTS, 
can we account for the dcda~ation of war againlt the Dutch? To gain. an 
idea of the politics which aHuated the Britifh Minitlry t<1 this meafure, we 
mutt enter into the opinion which they, and the Englilb in general: ha.d 
formed of the temper of the Dutch natiou i and from thence infer what theIr 
rxprctatlOn of the cOllicqurRcrs would be. 

Could they have imagined that Holland would have feriouny made a com
mon caufc wlth France, Spain, and Ameri.ca, the Bridfh Miniihy would. 11('
'Vu have dOlfed to provoke thenl. It would have b~cn a madut"fs in, pohtll's 
10 have door Co; !Jnlers their views were to hallen on <l pcrinJ of fuch ('I'1-

phatic dithef" as fhnuld jullify the cOllcefli,,"s which .hey faw they mult 
oue day Hr other mak(' to the world, and for which th<"y wanted an apl>log-y 
to themfdves.-.Therc is a temper in fome men which fecks a plytCllCC tor 

. fubmillion. Like a (hip difabkd i~\ aaion, and unfitted to contLlluC it, it 
waits the approach of a mIl Jargt'f onc to ftrikc to, and fC't'ls fchef at the up
.por~nity. Whether thi:i is grcatuds or littlcncfs of mind, 1 am not cnquir .. 
lUg mto. I fhould fuppofe it Ie be the latter, beeaufe it proceed, from the 
W.Ult of knowiq.g how to bear m.isf<1r~unc in its original Hate. 

But the {uLfC'qucnt conduct ot the BriLith cabinet has !hewn that this- was 
not thcar pi'HI. of pulitin, and conrequently their motives mui\..Pc rought fu," 
in a~other hnc. . 

The truth is, that .he Britifh h.d formed a very humble opiniQtl of tile 
Dutch nation. They ]ookf'd on them as a people who would flJ.lmllt to all}' 
thing; that thrv might inlult them as they liked, plunder tnt:l11 i:l~ they plea

. f<d., and lIill t1;e Dutch dar<cl not be provoked. 

COJ.tMO:O: SE NSI. 
U Society is prod\lc('d by our w~nts, 

and governments by our wir.kt·dncfs; 
.tht' formrr prQm()te.s our happin~f~ 
P'!lltit·"), by uniting our affcthons; 
the J~ttt'r lleg"'Ii~'(l), by rcitrajil1ll~ 
our Vl~es. ,,, 

If 
An~[ Rh'YNAL. 

" Society orihin.Jt.: '> in the w~n<s 
of mco,- govcrnmcnt in their vicc~ • 
Sociny tt'n4s aiw;IYs to good; go
vcn1111{'I).t LtJ.J'-:,\t1 alwd)"s to tcntl to tbe 
n:prdliu6 Ul ( .; d.' T 

In thejlll/oll.'ing pa.rlZ/fraj"zs 1100.'I"I:;f lrfj liAenf!r /" the /'/lI:;'('J:;r:, 6,1/ the lJcaJ~ ill 
Ihe u!Je uJ L' ~"'iJ(lli/) 'llpitJITIJIIl the ulhu. 

U In order to gain a ciCilY and jufl: 
idrOl of the dcfign and end of gr)vern
In: at. let us fllpt'ole a fmall I1l1ml.lT 

ot ferfous mel·Llng in fome fcqllC'f~ 
tcred pan of the t:Jrth UIICOI1T1ccttd 
with the rc!!· th<")" willlh"1l rcpre
lC'nt thl" pr:.opiing of.<.!n}' country or 
gf the world. In thIS 1t..ltc of natu
ral liberty, fociny will ~)C UUf nrll 
thoaght. A thoufand motives will 
c:,c.llc them thereto. The lircn<Tth of 
one man i, fo untqual to his \~ant~, 
a.n~ his miud-fo unlined for pC'rpcLUal 
1ullllult", that ,he is roon Obliged to 
f~('k al1i!iancc of another, who, in 
~iS lUfI~, ft"quin-s the fame. Four OT 

flvC' united would be aol(" [0 raifr a 
tulC'rablC' d ~vdiin"'" in [h~ miJa ot a 
w\!dernc(s i but nlJn~ man might la
Lour out the commo~ period of lile, 
Without accHmpliibll!1{ finy thin..,. j 

wht:n he h.1J hdkd hi~ t!tuL;I h~ 

" l\hn, thrown a~ it were .y 
chance upon the globe, rurroU1~ded 
by aU ,the: evils of nature, obllg:.\ 
continually to defend and pi ()tcCt h~$ 
hfe againit the norms JI!d tClllIJ· i~:. 
of the air, againlt the inundatioll!o. of 
wah'f, againtt the fire of vni(',]o'll":"', 
againll the intcmpcnmcc of frig.id 
;lnd torrid zOlles~ ag.amlt the ftcrility 
of the' f'anh, whic:h rcful"'s, him ari
inent, or its baneful tccunqlty, which 
mak.es poifon fpring up beneath !, .... 
fecti in {hflrt t aga~ll.n. ~he cla;·v~.n Ie 

teeth of f:w<"l;.;e bc.iffs, who dlfplJt,· 
with him his h..l.hitation and hi~ pn. r, 
and attacking his p"rfoll, fc('tn j"!

foivcd to render th:--mfelvcs rult"Ts ',f 
thIS U"lobc.., of, \~]lic~l he thinks hir':
kIt to be tht: llIuller. i'rh .. n, in tillS 
natC, alupc and abandoncd tu hi::J
f"'H, C0UJ,\ Jo 1l',):'~Lin:~ tIJI" his pr~fL·r
'fa~1\Jn. It \".-::~ ~i :..::·:tiJ· i' c1lLT·lu~(· ... 

UhU 
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If th;, be taken as the opinion of tire Britilh cabinet, the mea[u~ is ellfily 
accounted for, beeaufe it goes on the fuppofition, that when, by,a decJarauOll 
of hoftilitics, they had robbed the Dutch of [orne milliohs !lerling, (and t9 
:tob them was popular) they could make peace with them again whenever 
tho), pIca fed, and on almo!! any terms the Britilh miniftry fhonld propoCe. 
And no fooner was the plundenng committed, than the accommodation was 
let on foot, and failed. 

","'hcn onc~ the mind lofes the [('nre of its own di~nity, it lofes, likewifc, 
th~ ability of judging of it in another. And the Ameritan w,ar has thrown 
.Bntain into fuc.h a variety of abfurd fituations, that arg.uing from herfelf, (he 
fees not in what condua natienal dignity c(:mfIfts in other countries. From 
Holland fhe expeacd duplicity and fubmiflion, and this mifiake from her 
h;:tvlnf?; <lard in a number of inftances during the prdent war, the fame cba
:taaer h, .. fclf. 

To be allIed to, or conneaed with Britain, Jeems to be an unfafe and im
politic fituation. Holland and America 3re inflances of the rcali\y of this 
.rcmark. Make thofe countries the allies of France or Spain, and Britain 
will co~rt them with civility, and treat them with refpetl; make them her 
Own .Ihes, and fhe will inCuit and plunder them. In the firfi cafe, fhe feels 
Come apprehenGons· at: offending them, becaufe they have fupport .at hand; 

"in the Jatter, 60fe apptehenfions do not exift. Such, however, bas hitherto 
been her condua. 

Another me. Cure which has taken place fince the publication ofthe Abbe'. 
wark, and likcwife fmee the time of my beginning this letter, is the change 
in the Britifh Minifiry. What line the new cabinet will puJ'fue r<fpetting 
America, is at this time unknown; neither is it very material, unlefs they 
are feriollOy difpofed to a general and honourable peacC'. 

Repeat~d experience has fhewn, not only the impratlicability of conquer
ing Amenca, but the frill higher impoffibility of conquering her mind, or 

COMMON SENSE. 

r.ouJd not remove it, nor ere8: it af
ter it was removed; hunget, in the 
mean time, would urge him from his 
work, and every di ficrcnt want call 
him a ditFerent way. Difca{c.-, nay 
even misfortune, would be de~th ; 
~~r though neither might be imlnc
c.11~tdy mortal, yet either of them 
would difable him from living, and 
reduce him to a flate in which he 
might r.thcr'be faid to perifh than t() 
cic.-Thus necel1ity, llke OJ gravitat
ing power, wou1d form our newly 
ClITlvcd emigrants into fociety, the 
n~ciproca.l bleffings of which would 
fupcrfcdc and rend~r the obligations 
o~ Jaw and government unm'cdfary, 
while they rem.ined perfcWy jufi 
ro each olher. But JS nothing but 
hf"avcn is impregnable to vice, it will 
unav.oid<lbly hapP'-'n, th~t in pro
portion ;;is they furmount the firft 
difficulties of emigration which bound 
rl.em togclhtr in a comr.1011 caure, 
(l;~y will begin to relax m their duty 
and attachment to each othrr~ and 
t!l;" rcmifThefs will po:nt out the n("
<, !Ii 'y of cilablilhing fome form of 
ll.lVIJl Vln,",c." 

ABBE R.,\YNAL. 

that he Ihould unite himfe1f, and af. 
fociate with his like, in order to 
bring together their ftrcngth and in
telligence in common flock. It is 
by this union tb.t he has triumph.d 
over fo many evils, that he has 
fafhioned this globe Ito his ufe, rt
ttraincd die rivers, fubjugated the 
feas, infured his fubiiftence, conquer
ed a put of the animals in obhgillg 
them to fcrve him, and driven others 
far from h,is empne to the depth <;>f 
defcrts or ot woods. where thelr 
number diminifhcs from age to age. 
What a man alone would not have 
been able to effeCt, men have' execu
ted in, concert i and altogether they 
preferve their work.:....- Such is the 
origin, fueh the advantages, and tl;Je 
end of fociety.-Govcrnrnent o'wes 
its birth to the ncceffity of prevf"nt
ing and reprcffing the injuri("s :which 
the a!foci.ted ind"iduJlis had to fear 
from one another., It is the ccntinel 
who watches, in o"rder that the CO",- ' 

man I.bouri be nllt dilturbcd." 

re~allill:: 
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·~alli.g h~r back to her fonner eonditioA of thinking. Since the com
mencement of the war, which is now approaching to eight years, thour.mds 
and tens of thouf.nds have advanced, and arc dally advancing into the nrf!: 
{!age of manhood; who know nothing of Britain but as a barbarous' enemy, 
and to whom the indcpendance of America app-:oars as much the natural 
and eftabliChed government of the country, as that of England docs to an 
Englifhman .. And on the other hand, thoufands of the aged, who had Uri
t1fh Ideas,. have dropped and are daily dropping, from the llage of buhnds 
and hfe.:-The n.tural progrer. of I?eneration and decay operates every hour 
to. the dlfadvantage of Britain. TIme and death, hard enemies to contel1d 
wuh, fight conftantly againft her intereft; and the bills of mortality, in cv~ry 
part of America, arc the thermometers of her decline. ~ The children in the 
itreet. are from their cradle bred. to confider her as their only foe. Th.y 
hear of her cruelties: of their fathers, uncles, and kindred killed; they fee 
the remains of burnt and deftroyed houfes, and thO" common tradition of the 
fchool they g<:> to, tells them, thoftthings were don. by the BritiJIl. 

Thefe afe clrcumftances which the.Rlcrc EnO"iifh Rate pohtlcian, who con
fiders. man only 'in a ftatc of manhotKl, docs ~ot attend to. He gets entang ... 
led wIth. Thrties coeval or equal with himfelf at home, and thinks not how 
fall: the n(l'Rg generation in America is growing be..)'ond his knowledge of 
them, 0r they of him. In a few years all perfonal r~embrance WIll be loll, 
and ,who IS king' or miniH.er in England, will be but httlc known, al'ld 
fearcely enquired after. . 

The new Britilh adminifl:ration is compared of perfons who have ever 
been againfi. the war, and ,~.'ho have conflalltly reprobated all the violent 
~eafures of the former onCa They confidered the American war as dcfhuc.:. 
tl~C to~hern[elves, and oppafed it on that. ground. But what are thefe 
thlDgs to America? She has nothing to do with Englifh parties. The ins 
and outs are nothing to her. It is the whole country the IS at waT with, or 
muil be at peace with. 

W:ere .every miniil.er in England a Chatham, it would now weigh little. or 
noth~ng ~n the {calc of American politics. Death hasprcfcrved tathe mem6-
ryat tillS liat<sman that Jume, which he by living, would have loll. His 
plans and: opinions, towards the latter part of his hfe, would have been at
tended with as many evil confequences, and as much reprobated here; ~s 
~hofc of L~rd North; and conGdcring him a wife mau, they abound with 
lnc<:,nfiilcnclcs amounting to abfurditics. 

It has apparently been the fault of many in the late minority, to [uppofe 
that.Amenca would agree to certain terms wi[h them, wer.c they in place, 
whIch !he would. not ever liften to from the then adminiItratlOn. This idea 
can <tn{"'ver no other purpore than to prolong the waf i and. Britain may, at 
the expenee of many more millions, learn the fatality of fu(.;h miftakcs. If 
the new miniHry wifely avoid this hopelefs policy, they will prove them
fdv:"s better pilots, and wi[cr men Jhan they are conceived to be; for it is 
every day cxpeCl:ed to fec their bark !l:rike upon fome hidden rock, and go 
to plcces, ' 

8Ul there is a line in whieh they may be great. A more bI-illiant opening 
.. ceds not to prcfent itfcIf; and it is fuch a one, as true magnanimity would 
improve, and humanity rejoice in. \ 

A rotd reformation is wanted in England. ,She wants an expanded mind, 
-an heart which embraces the univcrfe. Inftead of {hutting herfelf up in an 
i~alld, and quarrelling With the ~orld, the would deriv~ ~ore l~fl:in,g hap
plnefs, a~d acquire more real rlC~CS by g('n~rouny mIxmg, With It, ,.md 
bravely fayinO', j am the enemy ot none. It IS not now the htne ,for lIttle 
contrivances, Clor artful politics. The European world is too cxperlcnccd~ to 
be in)pofed upon, and AmeTic~ too wife to be,duped. It f!1uft be [o,met~l\1~ 
nc~ and mailerly that mull IU,ccced. The Hl.t:a o~ feduclng Amenca tro,lll 
·hc~ mdcpendencc, or of corruptlOg her from her alliance is a thought too he .. 
Ile for a "fcat mind, and i/llpolliblc for any houeft one to attcDlpt. w::. 
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~v'r politics are applied to debauch mankind from theiT int~grity, and 
dilTolve the virtue, of human nature, they become deteRable, and to be • 
ftatefman upon thIs plan, IS to Le a commdlioned villain. He who aims at it, 
le~v" a vacancy m his chanaer, which may be lilled up with the worl~ of 
.p,mets. 

lf the difpofition of England fhould be fuch, as not to agree to a general 
and honourable peace, and that the war muft at all events, centiaue lunger, 
I £3nnot hHp wifhing that the alliances which A"merica has or may enter in
to, moy become the only objca, of the war. She-wants an -opportunity 
f)f lhew ing to the world, that the holds her honour as dear and facred as her 
i1,drprndeno" and that lhe will in no fttuation forCake thofe, -whom no nc ... 
gociations could induce to forfukc her. Peace to .every reflective mind )s a 
dcfirablc objea; but that peace which is accompanied with a ruined ell'" .. 
raller, becoml's a crime to the feducC'r, and a curfe upon the ft:duced. 

But where is the impoJ1ibility, or even the great difficulty of England 
forming a friendfhiR with France and Spain, ancl making it a national vir
tue to renounce for ever thofe prejudiced inveteracics it has. been her cullom 
to cherifh; and w~ich, wh1Je they I~c to fink. her with an incrcafmg enor .. 
mity of debt, by tnvolving her in frultlefs wars, become lik.ewife the bane 
of her repofe, and the ddtruaion of her monners. We had once the fettrrs 
that fhe has now" but ~xpcrit nce has fucwn us the miftake, and thmk.in, 
julHy bas fot the matter nght. 

The tr\lC idea of 3 gfeat nation is that, which extcnd~ and promotes the 
,rinciples of univerfal tociety. ~Vhofc mind rifes above the Atmofpheres of 
local thoughts, 3l;d confidns mankind, ()f whatever natio{l or profellion they 
Jnay bt, as th<- work of one Creator.. Th~ rage for conqueH: has had its fa .. , 
fhion and its day. Why nlly not the amiable virt .. "" have the fame? The 
AIE"Aanders and Cil"fars of antiquity, have left behind them th~ir monu
ments of ddlrlltlion, and arc rc'mcmhcrcd with hatred; while thore nlorc 
t'x31ted charallcrs, who 6rft taught fociety and kicocc, arc bldl with tbe -
gratitude of every age and_ countr)". Of ~ore ufe was one philufopher, 
thOltl{h a heaLhen, to the world, t1!an all the heathen conquerors th"'l ever 
uifted. 

Should the pTt'ff'nt nvolllt~on be diilinguilhed by opening 3 ncw fyfit"rtl of 
e:<tendcd ci~ilizc.tiou) it \Vlll recei,,~ from h~aven the hirrhdl c .. 'idl nee. ef 
approbation; ,IUd o-IS this is a fubjd:l to which the Abb:\ po\, .. 'ns are l~l 
.t"minelllly 111ite-d, I r('comm(,llcLit to his attention, with the atfection of a 
fri.end and the ardour of au Iolnivcrf,jl cilizen. 

POSTSCRIJ>T. 

SI~CE c"'fing the fore~olDg letter lome intimations rofpeaing a grn"al 
. peace, have made thCIr way to Amenca. On ~hat authority or fOWl_ 

dauon they flanl..l, o~ !l~W, ~{"~r or relllot~ fuch an event Jpay be, are circum .. 
fullers I am not c~qul.nng lIltu, . Bu~ as the fl,'hjC"tt muU t(>Ollcr or later, be .. 
come a 1:1lattcr (d, knOllS. attcnt~onl ~t may not be improper, en'n at this 
tad)' penod, 'ca,.,(bdly to lUvdbgatc Lome pOInts that arc connected with it, 
QI It:ad towald~ 1~. , 

Th~ independence of A~eri(,3 is at this moment as firl'lll)' cfiabliThed as. 
thatoi any ot,her cou':ltr)' 111 a i~'ltc of W.lf. It js not length of time, Hut 
fow~r th:H.~'V:S ~<Jt)lhLY,. Nat:olls a~ war know nothing of each othcr ()fl 
h~ [(orc,of .... ntH~l~l~y. It I.S thclr p~'ef('nt <Iud immeuiate flTenorth, tocrethrr 

,.·;th th." conncchuns, lbat DIUI1 tUpt>JI't thelll. To which ~c m.~ add. 
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that'Ti'g1tt which ",riginated to.day, is as much. Tight, as if it had the 
tinction of a thon{and years j and therefore the independence and preCent go
vernment ~f America are in no I1Iorc danger of being fubvt:rtcd, becaufe 
they arc modern, than that of England is fecurc bccaufc 1t is ancient. 

The politics of BritJin, fo far as they refpeCted America, were originally 
conceived in idiotifm, and aCled in madnefs. TherC" is not a ftcp which bearS 
the [malleO: trace of rationality. In her management of the war, (he has la
boured to be wretched, and Itudied to be hated; and in all her lormer pro~ 
pofitions for accommodation, {he has difcovered a. total ignorance of man
kind, and of thofe natural and unalterable fenCations by which they are Co 
gmerally governed. How !he may condnCl hedelf in the prcfent or future 
bulinefs of negotrating 'il peace is yet to be prow-d. 

He is a weak politician who does not underUand human nature, and pelle:' 
tratc into the effett which mea[ures of government will have upon the mind. 
AU tbe mi[carriagc~ of Britain have arifcH from this defect. The former 
Minillry aCled as if they Cuppofed mankind to be without a mind; and the 
prcfent Miniftry, as if America was without a memory. The one muft have 
(uppoCed we were incapable of feeling; and the other that we could not re
member in~ries. 

There is likewife another line in which politicians miftakr, which is thOlt 
of not rightly caleuhtin.;, or rather of misjudging, the confcqucncc which 
al)Y given circ'Jmitance will produce. Nothing is more frequent, as well ill 
eomrnon as in political life, than to hear people complain, that fuch and fuch 
means produced an event direaly contrary to their Intentions. But the fault 
lies in their not judging rightly what the event would be; for the mean. 
produced only its proper and natural confequence. 

It is very probable: that in a treaty for peace, Britain win contend fOJ! 

fome poft or o~her in North America; perhaps Canada or Halifax, or both: 
and I infer this from the known deficiency of her politics, which have ever 
yet made ufe of means, whofe natural event was againH both her intercft and 
her expcEtation. But the queftion WIth her ought to be, \Vhcthcr it is wortb 
her while to hold them, and what will be the con,Cequencc? 
R~fpethng Canad3, one or ~theT of thc·two followjn~ will take place, viz. 

If Canada fiwuld people, it WIll revolt, and i.f it do n"t people, it will not 
be wonh the eXPellce of holding. And the Came may be laid of Halifax, 
and the country round it. But Canada nevu will people i neither is there 
any ocoaflon tor contrivances On one lide or the, other, for nature alonc win 
do the 'whole. 

Britain may put berCeif to great expenees in Cending fettkrs to Canada; 
but the defcemfant. of thoCe fettlers wtll be Americans, as other deCeendants 
have been"belore them. They will look round alJd fee the neighbouring 
States foverelgn and free, refpefled abroad, and trading at larue with the 
world; ~nd the natural love of liberty, the advantages of comme~e, the blef
fings of IOdependence and of a hapfier climate, and a richer foil, will draw 
them fouthward, and the ./feCl wtl be, that Britain will tilllain the expc"ce, 
and America reap the advantage. 

One would thmk that the experience which Britain has had of America, 
would entirely fick~n her of ail thoughts of contmental colonization; and 
any part which !he might retain, will only become to her a field of jealoury 
and ~ho~ns, of debate and contention, for ever ftruggiing for privileges, and 
rncdlta~mg revolt. She may form new fettlements, but they wiil be h)r us i 
they wlil become part of the Unite,d Stat .. of America; and that againlt all 
hp.r contrivances to prevent it, or without any endeavours ot ours to promote 
it. In the firfl: place, !he cannot draw from them a revenue until thc'y are 
able to pay one, and when the), are Co, the~ will be above Cul1jecbon. Men 
foon become attached to the fOil they live upon, and in,:orporatf'd with the 
proCperity oflhe place; aml:it lignifies but little what opmions they·come 
over with, for time, -intereftJ • and new conneEtions, WIll render them obfo .... 
lete, and the "ext generation~ konow nothing of tht"m. 

Woer. Brit~iD ~uly WIfe !he would lav huld Df the orefent DDDortunity to 



34 P05TSCRIP'r. 

clfcntanglc herrrif froM all continental cmbat'ufI"t'l'!tnt" in NOfth Amlf"rif::l,' 
and that not only t·." avoid future broils and trnublfl5, but to .fave expeuer5. 
J'or to fJ;»eak exphcitlyon the matter, 1 would not, 'Were r 2n EllfOpf':l!\ 

power, nave Canada, under the conditionlli that Britain mu{\ retain it, could 
It b~ given me. It is one of thofe kind of dominions that 1$, aud eVer WJll 
'be, a confhmt charge upon any fore~gn holder. 

As to Halifax, It Will become ufder, to England after the prefent war, >n<l 
the lof5 of the United States. A harbour, whfn the dominion is gone,. tor 
the purpofe of \ .... hich anI, it was wanted, caD be attended only with eX pence. 
There are, ,I doubt not, thouf.nds of people in England. who fuppofc. that 
th9(~ places are a profit to the nalion, \"'hercas they are directly the contrary, 
and infl.('ad of producirig any revel_lUc, il conrldcrabl'Part of the r,"venuc of 
England is annually drawn off, to lupport the expenees of holdmg them. 

Gibraltat is another illfiancc of nallonal ill-policy. A port which 10 time 
()f peace is not wanted, and in time of war is of no ufe, muft at all times he 
ufdcfs. Infi.ead of affdrding proteClion to a navy, it reqllires the aid <Ii 
one to maintain it. And to fupp<l(c that Gibraltar commands the ),.leditrr .. 
raw'an, or the pats into it, or the trJde of It, i:; to fuppoft' a dct('fl:ed falti:-.. 
hood; bee au fe, thm,'~h Britain hQJds the pon, !he has loft the olArr three, 
and every benefit fhe .xp~acd (rom it. And to ray that all this happe ... 
bccaufe it j$ - be!ieged by land and w.}ter, is to fay nnthU1g, for th:s will 
alwa.ys be the cafe in time of war, while France and ~pain. keel;> up fupcrior 
fleets, and Britilin holds the place.--So that, thuugh as an unpf>lwtrable 
inaccdrlblc rock, it may be hdd by the one, it is always in tbe power of the 
othc.or to render it ufdefs and t'XCe£flVdy chargeable • 
. J JbouJ4 fupP?fe, that one of the principJ-l objclh?£ Spain in bdie~ing ~~ 

-),S to thow to .Bntatn, that though Iht:' may )lot take at file can command It, 
that is, fue can Chut it up, and prevent its being ufed as 8 harbour, thol1~h' 
not as a garrifon.--But the ibort way to reduce Gibraltar, is. to attack the 
Jlritifh lIcet; for Gibraltar is a. dependant Oil a floet for fupport, as a bird 
is on its wing for food, and when wounded there it ftarves, 

There is another c.ircumiiance which th~ people of England have aot only 
attended to, but feem to be utterl y ignorant of, and that is, the dif .. 
fcrcnee between permameat power, iUld accidental power, conu.cred in a 
DJ-tional fenfe. 

By permanent pown, I mean, a naturJl inher("nt, and perpetual aoi.lity 
in a nation, which, though always in beiug, may '.l0t"be always in all lon, 
.(lr not always advantageoufly direEkd i and by aCCidental power,. 1 mf"an. 
_ f'.'rtunatc or accidental difpofition 01· exerci(e of national ilrelolgth, In whole 
or In pan, 

There undoubtedly was a time when any on. European nation. with only 
~jght or ten {hips of war, equal tv tbe prerent thlps of the line, could have 
carri..:d terror to all others, who hJd not began to build a navy, hoWt"vcr 
great their natural ability might be for that purpofc: but this cau be can .. 
1idCi'ed only as accidental, aud not as· a ftandard to compare permanrnt 
power by. and could Ion no longer thall until thoCc powers built as many 
or more {hips than the for~l1er. After this a larger fleet was ,neceffary, in 
order to be fupe.rior; and' a Iblll'I'grr would again fllpcrfede 1t, And th,," 
mankind have gone on bUlldmg fle:~t upon t1ee~, as oe~il.fi~n or fituation die .. 
t:lted. And thiS redUCt! lt to an onginal 'l.uc1tton, which IS: Wh1Ch power 
can build and llIan the largeft number of (tllps? The uatural anfwcr to which. 
~s, Tl~at power which hilS the largen. revenue, an~ t.he greaten ~um.ber ut 
Jllhtlbltan.ts, providt.'d it$ tnuati.on ot. coaft a~Ol:ds futnclcnt eonv~QlenCl~s. 
. ~raoc~ bemg-a n3tlOn on the contlllcnt. ot r:~r~pe, a~d Bntam an .1nal~~ 
an Its neighbourhood, each of them denved dlilercnt Ideas fr.om,thqr dlt. 
ferent fUuatlons, The inhabitduts of Bntain could cany un no foreign trad" 
nur nir from the (pot they dwelt upc.n, without the aifllhncc 01 {hipping i 
but thi .. was not the.cafe wllh Fra{lcc. The idea thcrefurc of a navy did not 
vife t. frllicc Cram the filme ori~illal anI! Immel!iate pec:cffity which pro-

. dl,lc.1l 
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.... ced it to England. But tht qucRion is, that when both of them turn th.i .. 
ilu,entioll, and. employ their reye~ues the fame way, which can be fuptrior? ' 

The anm1al revenue of Fnllce is 1l('arly double that of England, and her 
all,Jhber of inhabitants nearly twice as many. ~ach of them has the fame 
length of g,rol1nd on the ChanncJ i hclidcs which, France has [c\'eral h1,ln
drcd miles extent On the lIay of Bifeay, dnd .n opening on the Mcdit<:r
raneau: and every day proves, that praElice and exercilc make railors, as 
wdl'as foldiers, in one country as well ilS another. 

Ii then Britain can maiutain an hundrrd !hips of the lin<', France can .s 
well fupport an hundred and fifty, beeaufe hn revenue, and her population 
3rc as equal to the one as thofe of l':'ngl:md arc to the other. And the only 
r~ilfol\ why fhe has not done it, is becOluft" {he has not till lately attended to 
it. But when fue fet"s, as fhe now fees, that a navy is the; firft cngine of 
power, the can tarlly accomplifh it. 

England very fa Ilel y, and" Tuinouny faT herfdf, infers, that ~ecaulc: fhe 
had the advantage of France, while FritnCC h<4d a fmaller navy, that for that 
re ... fon it is always to be fa. Whereas It may be clearly fcen, that the iirength 
.,l Jo"rance has uever yet been tried on a navy, and that fhe is able to be dS 

fuperior to l':ngland 11l .the extent of a navy, ;.JS fhe is in the t'xtent of her re .. 
",'nuel and her population. And En~land may ldmcnt the day wht"n~ by her 
infol~ncc and injuH.icc: the provoked in France a maritime dllpoliticm. 

It I/'> in the power oi the combined fleets to conquer every inand in the 
\l"dl Iuciit's, and redllc~ ;all the Bl'itiCh navy in tho[e places. Fqr wt:"le 
!"rdIlC{' and Spa," to fend their whole naval foro~ i'n EIUOPC to thofc ifl.mds, 

...it would not be in the PUN(T of Britain to folln ... \' them With an cClual force. 
She would Hill be tWlonly or thirty £hips jnierior, wcre Ibc to fend every 
v.elfel .fh(~ hacl; a~d III lhe mean time all the foreign trade of England would 
lay cxpokd to the D'Leh. 

'It I~.a maxun, whic!t, I am pcrfuaded, will ever hold good, and more 
cfpt:ciaUy in naval flp~·,al.inns~ tha.t it gn'at power ought never to mo .... e in 
Ql'tacblncnu, if it can pnf.:t)Jy be aVOIded; bUi" to go with its ,,,hole force to 
fllmc impertant object, 'he reduction of whicl\ Chail ha' .. e a decilivc efffct 
ul'0n the war. HJd the whole of the hench and Span: fh Heets in Europe 
come JaH, [pring to the \Vdl Indies, every iiland had bct:n theil own, Rodney 
tht·ir pri{oner, and his fleet their prize. From the Unitc'd Statt"s the com
hil1t'd flcctst:an be fupplit:d wlth provilion~, without the :It·cdlity of draw
m"ri them from Europ~, which is not the cat~ with Englaud. 

AccidC'~ll has thrown {orne advant~g('s in the way of England, which, 
Irom the mfcrioTlty of her navy, Ole hOld not a right to expect. t"or thougb 
Jhe has been obliged to fly bdorethe combined fleets, ytt Rodney has tWice 
had the fortune to f.JlI in wtth dt"tached f(luadronsJ to which he was fupenor 
jn numbers: The firft off Cap::: St. Vincent, where he had nearly two t<l 

.Q11~; and the other in the Wdt-Indit"s, whcrC" he had a majority of iJX tbips. 
VICTOries of thi.s kind aIm on produl:c tncn'tfc\vcs. They are won withl,ut 
11OuOIlr, and {UtiClt d without dllgracc; and are OlICribt'ablc to the cham:t:<Jf 
lUt:'eL.i,ug, not lO [he fupcrionty of fighting: l'or the fame Admiral, uuder 
,< .... hom they wefe obtaIned, , ... s unabl(O, III three former engagements, to 
make t,hc leaR imprdIiml un a fleet -conGJlillg: of an equal Humber of fhips 
with h"own, and. compounded for th.e event ... by dedllllug tlie actio~ls*. 

,To cO,Dclude, If it may be f:tid that Britain has nUm(TOl.l.!:l 1'11cmics, 1t lik(" .. 
Wife: proves that lhe hCls givL'n uumrrous offCIlCts_ In!oltncc is flU'e to pro_ 
"okc hati·rd, wlu:thcr in a nation or an individual. The W.lIlt of manners 
iu the lirjtilb COtirt may be ken even in its birth2.d.ays and new-yea~s od(·s. 
_which cue calculated to infatuate the vulgar, and dlfguH. the man ot retin~ ... 
rnent i and he-r fur-mer overbearing rude nels, and inIufierab1c injutbcl' on' the 
kas t hotve made eVe! y comm.ercial n.tion her foe. Her Meets WCr~ employf'd 

* Su Ike a"ou~lJ, lilh" Eng'ifh or French, if 1M a{/jons in IAl W<.fl-Indiu 
~". L"u1it II, (;~i(lun, and Admiral Rqdney, In ,)80. 

at 



P.OSTSCRIPT. 

as cngin ... of prey; and aCted on the fur face of the 'd""p the cbanaer wbieh 
the !hark does beneath it.-. -On the other hand, the Combined Powers are 
taking a popular part, and will render their reputation immortal! by efta. 
bhlbing the p.crfcct rrc~dom of t~e ?cean, to wh!ch all countr1~s. have a 
right, and ace mtecened In aq;;omph!hmg. The fea IS the world'sh.ghway; 
and he who arrogates a prerog~tiye over it, tr.nfgreff .. the right, and·jujUy 
brings on himfclf the challifement of nations. 

Perhaps it might be of fome fervice to the future tranquillity of mankind·, 
were an article introduced into the next general peace, that no one natioJl 
fhotdd, in ti.me of peace, exceed a certain nUIpber of {hips of,war. ·Some_ 
thing of this kind feems neceffary; for, according to the pcefentf.lhioD, 
half the world Will get upon the water, and there appears no end to the ex
tent to which Davit's nuy be carried. Another rearon is, J that navies ada 
nothing to the manners or morals of a people. The fCQueftered life :which 
attends the fervice, prevents the opportunities of foci6ty; and is too apt to· 
occafion 3'coarfends of ideas and bng:uage, and that more in {hips of war 
than in commercial employ; bccCiu1e in the latter they mix more with the 
world, and arc nearer related. to it. I mention this remark as a general 
one, and not applied to anyone country more than another. 

Britain has now had the trj.al of above feven years, with an expenee of 
nearly a hundred million pounds Rerling; and every month ill which !he 
ddays to conclude a peace, colls her another million fterling, over and aJ:1ove 
her ordinary expences of government, which are a million more; fo thac 
her. total mrJnLhi"l expenee is two million pOllnds fterling , which is equaJ to 
the whole J<arly <xpence of America, all charges included. Judge then 
who i's beft able to continue it. ' 

She has lik.cwife many atonements to make to an injured world, as well 
in one quarter as another. And inftead of purfuing th,at temp-or of arro
gance, which ferves only to fink her in the efteem, amd entail on her the 
difiike, of all nations, {he will do well to reform her manners, retrench ner I 

upences, live peaceably with h~r neighbours, and think of ....... no rn6>fe. 

P}'i/.d,lphia, AuguJI JI', '78.a. 

TilE' END.' 




