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INTRODUCTION.

L.ONDON tranflation of an original work in French; by the Abbe

Raynal, which treats of the Revolution of North Aunerica, having:
been reprinted in Philadelphia and other parts of -the continent, and as
the diftance at which, the Abbe is placed trom the American theatie of
war and politics, has odcafioned him to miftake {c veral fadts, or mitcon-
ceive the caules or principles by which they were produced ; the follow-
ing tract, therefore, is publifhed with a view to'reétity them, and pre-
vent even accidental errors intermixing with hiftory, under the fanction of
time and filence.

The Editor of the London edition has entitled it, ¢ The Revolution
of America, by the Ahbe Raynal,” and the American printers have
followed the example. But I haye uaderftoud, and I believe my infor-
mation jult, that the piece, which' i’ mere properly reflections on the re.-
volution, was unfairly purloin:d’ {garts the printer which the Abbe emn-
ployed, or from the manufcript capys, and is only part of a larger work
then in the prefs, or preparing tor 7> The perfon who procured it ap-
pears to have been an Englihiman; and though, in an advertiterment
prefixt to the London edition, he.hus endeavoured to glofs over the em-
bezzlement with profeffions of patrjoti{m, and to foften it with high en-
comiums on the author, yet the altich, in any view in which-it can be
placed, is illiberal and unpardonable.

© « Inthe courféof his travels,” fays he, ¢ the tranflator happily fuc-

¢ ceeded in obtaining a copy of this exquifite little piece, which hag
¢ not yet made its appearance froni any prefs. He publithes a French
¢ edition, in favour of thofe who will feel its eloquent reafoning more
4 forcibly in its native language, at the fame time with the following
¢¢ tranflation of it; in which he-kao been defirous, perhaps in vair,
¢ that all the warmth, the grace, the &rength, the dignity of the origi-
¢ nal fhould not be loft. And he'dagters himfelf, that the indulgence
¢ of the illuftrious hiftorjan will not.be wanting to a man, who, of his
“ own motion,. has taken the liberty to give this compofition to the
¢ public, only from a ftrong perfuafion, that this momentous argu-
¢ ‘ment will be ufeful, in a critical conjecture, to that country whicli he
¢¢ Joves with:an ardour that can be excceded only by the nobler flame
¢ which burns in the bofom of the philantbropic author, for the freg-
¢ dom and happinefs of all the countries wpon earth.”

This plaufibility of fetting off 2 dithonourable. aftion, may pafs for
patriotifm and found prineiples with thole who do net enter into its de
merits, and whofe intereft 1s not injured, nor their happinefs affected
thereby,. But it is- more than probable, notwithftanding the declara-
tions 1t contains, that the copy was obtained for the fake of profiting
by the fale of a new and popular work, and that the profeflions are bur
a garb to the fraud.

It may with propriety be remarked, that in all countries where itera~
ture is protected, @ad it never can flourith where it is not, the works of
an author are his legal property ;.and to treat letters in &ny other light
than this, is to banith them from the cauntry, ur firangle them in the
birth.——The embezzlement from the Abbe Raynal was, it is true,
committed by one country upon another, .and therefore thews no defect
in the laws of either, But it is neverthele(s a breach of civil manners
and litgrary juttice; neither can it be any apology, that becaufc the
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INTRODUCTION
swuntries are at war, literature fhall be entitled to depredration®.

But the foreftalling the Abbe’s publication by London editions, both
in French uand Englifh, and thereby notouly defrauding him, and throw.
ing an expenfive publication on his hands, by anticipating the fale, are
only the finaller injuries which fuch conduct may occafion. A man’s
opinions, whether written or in thought, are his own unti] he plc‘aﬁ:s to.
pubiith them himfelf; and it is adding cruelty to injuftice to make him
the author of what future refleCtion or better information might vcca-
fon him to fupprefs or amend, There are declarations and fentiments
in the Abbe’s piece, which, for my own part, I did not expeét to find,
and fuch as himfelf, on a zevifal, might have feen occafion to change,
but the anticipated piracy effctually pievented him the opportunity, and
precipitated him into difficulties, which, had it not been for fuch unge-
aerous fraud, might not have happengd.

"This mode of making an authorappéar before his time, will appear
Aill move ungenerous, when we conficlér’ how exceedingly few men there
are in any country who can at onc, ;gia witkout the aid of reflection.
and revifal, combine warm paffions swith: a cool temper, and the full ex~
profion of imagination with the naturals and neccflary gravity of judge
ment, foas to be 1ightly balanced wiimin themleives, and tomake area.
der feel, and underfiand juitly at thefziné time.  To call three powers of
e nind into altion at once, in a nrguner tat neither fhall interrupt, and
shat e.ch fhall aid and vizorate the other, is a talent very rarcly poflefied.

It ofien happens, that the weight, of .an arguinent 1s loft by the wit
of fetting it off, or the judgment difardered by an intemperate Irritation
of the pullions: yet a ceriain degree’ Lf animation muit be felt by the
writer, and raifed in the reader, 1t order to iuterelt the atiention; and
a fufficient fcope given to the imagjpatidn, to enable it to create in the
mind a fight of the perfuns, chsraéters, and circunftances of the fubject;
for without thefe, he judement will fea] litie or no excitement to office,,
and its determanations will be cely, .d‘llggi{h, and soperf &, Bur if
either or b. th ot the two férmer are raifed 100 high, or heated too much,
the judgment will be jottled from his feat, and the whole marter, how-
ever impoertant in itfeif, will diminifh into a pzotonime of the mind, i
which we ¢route fmages that promote no other purpofe than a nulement:,

The Abbe’s wr ttugs bear evident marks of that extenfion and ra, id -
pels f tiinking and quicknefs of fenfation wh ch of alf oihers require
xevial, znd the mare pariicularly fo -~ hen applhied tohe living characters
of nations or individvals in a fate of w'r. The leuft mifinformation
or i dconception leads 1o fome wren csaclulion and an error believed
b.comes the progenitor of others.  Aund vy ihe Abbe has {uffered foine
1icoivenicoes in France, by miftuing ceram circomBances of (he war
and the churecics of (e parties therein, it bocos es fome apology ior
hin, that theix ervors were precipitated into the world by the avarice of
an un-enorons encime,

* The ftate of literature in Aumerica mufl one-day become 2 fubjedtof le.
¥1ﬂurivc coanvderation,  Lirhero it hath been a difintercited volunieét in the

ervice of 1he r volution, and a0 man thousht of profis: but when prace
Thall yive time and opportomity for ftady, the coun ry w:ll deprive iif-If of
the honour and fervice of letters and tive improvement of feirnce, unlefs fuf-
ficient laws are mad.- 10 preveny depredations on Lierary property. It 1s well
worth remarking that Rudlia, who but a few years ago ‘was fcarcely known in,
Euvrope, ow s a largr thare of h-r prefent greawnels to the clofe atention (he
has paid, and the wile encouragement the has given to fcience and learning,
and we have almott the fame inftance in France, in the reigu of Lewis XIV.




A
LETTER
ABBE RAYNAL

YT 0 an author:of fuch diftinguithed r:'putation as the Abbe Raynaly ;it

might very well become mg to'apnlmuzc tor the p_r:fcmﬂun_drrmkm" 3
but as to be mght is the firtk wifh of phidofophy, and the firlt principle pf'}g[:{-
tory, he will, I prefume, accept fyoht e a declaration of my motive's which
are'thofe of doing jullice, in preferyade Yo any complimental apology. I misht
otherwife make. The Abbe, in.the courfe of his work, has in fome M-
ftances cxtolted, without 2 reafoif,, 394 wounded without a ciufe. He has
aivenfime where it was not deferved, zad witheld it where it was jultly duc;
«nd appears-to be frequently‘in andeout of l::m‘pvr with his iub{‘éis and par-
ties, that few or none of them are’d@écifively. and unilorialy marked. = '~

It is yet too foon to write the kfto3y of the revolution; and whoeyver at-
sempts it precipitately, will unavgpdably miftake charatters and  citeum-
ftuices, and involve humfelf in ersaryyand difficulty. * Things like men are
feldom underftood rightly at firft fight, But the Abhe is wrong eventiii the
foundation of his work; that is,, he hus mifconceived and miftated the caufes
which produced the rupture betweea England and her then colonies, and
which led-on, ftep by ftep, unftudied,and uncontrived on the part of Amcii-
va, to a revolution, which has cugaged the attention, and affetted the intercfd ¢
©! Europe. . . :

To prove this, Ifhall bring fonward:a paflage, which, though pliced” tow -
wards the latter part of the Abbe's work, 1s ymore intimately conneted with
the beginning: and in which, {praling of the original caufe of-the - difputc,

- e declaes himiel[ in.the followiy; manner—

 Nonme,” fays he, ¢ of thole energetic caules, which have produced fo
many revolutions upon the globe, cxifted in North-America.  Neither -
*ligion wor laws had there been outraged.  The blood of nuartyrs or patrints
=+ had ndt there ftreamed trom featiolds.  Morals had not there been infulted.
¢ Muuners,- cuftoms, habits, no objeét: dear to nations, had there been the
tport of ridicule,  Arbitrary power had.not' there torn any inhabitant
from the arms of his {amilv and his fricnds, to drag him to a dreary dun-
+ geon. . Public order had not been there inverted,  The principles of ad- .
miniftration had not- been chanied ghere ; and the maxims of govern-
‘ ment had there always remained the fume, The whole queftion was
“¢ reducced to the knowing whether the mother country had, or had got a
“right to lay, direétly or indirectly, a fivhe tax upon ‘the colonies,”

On this extraordinay paflage, it mey not be improper, in general terms,
to remark, that none can feel like thofe who {fufer; and that for a man to be
« competent judge of the provocative, or, . the Abbe fiyles them, theenerge-
tic caufes of the revolution, hemuft have -1 d

.

4-d tn Awerica.

The Able, in {aying that the foveralparticulars he hasenamerited did not
exift in America, and neglecting to point our the particular period in which
the means they did not exal, reduces thereby his decleration w a nullity, by
taking away all meaning fromthe patlage, :

‘They did net ¢ ift in 1763, and they all exifted before 17765 confequent-
1y, as.there was a time wheu'they did v, and auother when they did e xift,
€ K when combivuies the cffeper of thie fact 5 und not o e ity a5 to withe
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6 EETTER TO THE ABBE RAYNAL,

hold the only cvidence, which proves the déclaration right or wrong, and on

which it muft ftand or fall. But the declaration, as it now zpprars, unaccotma

panied by time, has an efl~& in holding out to the world, that therc was

1o real caufe for the revolution, becanfe it denied the exiftence of all thoke

caufes; which are fuppofed to be juftifiable, and which the Abbe ftyles enes-
ctic,

T confefs myfdf exceedingly at a lofs to find out the time to which the
Abbe alludes ; becaufr, in another part of the work, in fpeaking of the ftamp-
at, which- was.paff~d in 1764, he ftyles it, An ufurpatipn of the Americans’
moft precioys an; futred rights.””  Confequently he here admits the moft ener-

etic of ali caufles, that is, anufurpaton of the mofk precious and facred rights, to
iavc exifted in America, twelve years before the declaration of independence,
and ten years before the breaking out of holtilicies. The time, therefore, in
whicl the paragraph is wae, mult be antecedent to the flamp act ; but, as at.
$hat time there was no revolution, nor any idea of one, it confequently applies
without a3 meaning; and as it cannot, on‘che' Abbe’s own principle, be applied
to any time after the flamp adk 5 it is thegefore a wandering folitary paragraph
connefted with nothing, and at varianceswaili every thing,

The flamp a&, it is trae, was repealed‘twa years after- it was paffed;
but it was immediately followed by one of sinfinitely more mifchievouns mag-
aitude, I mean the declsratory at, which,afferted the right, as it was fiyled,
of the Britith Parliamant, ¢ fo bind Amvtirain all cafes whatfoever.*

If them, the ftamp- a& was.an ufurpagion 6f the Americans’ moft precious
and facred rights, the declaratory at lefe them no right at ali ; and contained
the full grown feeds of the moft -defpsfit government ever exercifed in the
world. %t placed America_not only it.the loweft, but in the baleft fite of
vaflalage; becaule it demanded an’ unconditional fubmiffion in every thing,
o1, asthe al exprefles it, in all cafes whatforver ; and what renders this adt
the more offenfive, is, that it appears to keye been pafled as an aét of mercy;
truly, then, it may be faid, that the temdey wmercies of the wicked are cruel,

All the original charters from the Crown of England, under the faith of
which, the adventurers from the old worldifettled in the new, were by this
alt difplaced from their foundations;t detaufe contrary to the mnature of
them, which was that of a compatt, they were now made fubjrét to repeal
or alteration at the mere will of one panyonly. Th- whole condition -of
Arerica was thus put into the hands o -ghta?ar}/iamnu or the Miniftry, with
out leaving to her the leaft rightin any cafe wha'fo-ver.

There is no defpotifin to which this iniquitous law did not #xtend § and*
though it might have been convenicnt in the ex~cuiion of it, 1o have confulted
manners and habits, the princiﬁlé of the a& made all tyranny lezdd. It fropt-
no where. It wenr to every thing. It took in with it the whole hfe of 3
man, or, if I may {o cxprefs it, ap eternity of circumitonces, It 18 the nature
of law 10 1equire obedience, but this denvanded forviiude; and the ceadition
of an Am-ircan, undor the op ration of it was not that of a fubject; but a
valul.  Tyranny has ofien brea cftablithed woithuat law, and (ometimes againgt
i, but the hiftory of mankind dai s not producc another inftance, in which
has been ritablifhed 4y law. 1t is 2n audacious onirage upon civil gov ra~
mens, and cannot be (0o much expoled, in order 6 be fuficiently detefted. *

N -t.her could 1 be faid atrer this, hat the j-giflatar: of :hafcoun.ry any
Irng r mad- laws fur th s, but that it 7ove oul commands ; for wnorem dit-
i'}:' danatt of Parlament conitruet d on this principle. and oprrating i
this manner, over an unrepiclenwed people, fron the o1dors of a miluary:
eftablthment ? TATER ) people, 1o - Co ¥

The Parhament of England, with yefpr €tto America, yas not feptennial
but perpetual. 1iappeared to the latcer a body always in being. fks etec~
tien o ats expiration were to her the fame, as)if s members fucceeded by
inh reoance, or went out by death, or lived for ever, or were appointed to
itas a mater of ofice.” Therefore, for thep uple of E igland- o' have any
Jult con.epsinn of the mind of Amesica, refpeéting tius extraord nary aét,
they muft fupgofe all elettion. and expisation in that country te ceafe for,

' ever



LETTER TO THE ABBE RAYNAL, 4

N arliament, its heirs, &c. to beperpetual 5 in thiscale,
"‘5;‘"1‘?’5;5{3":;,‘: moit clf:noruus of them think, were an a&t to be
: i!ﬂ' L:lwdeaclaring the rightof fuch a Parli-ment to bind them in all calvs what-
foaev"cr’? For this word whatfoever would go as cffeétually to their Magﬂ;
€harta, Bilhof Rights, Trial by Furies, &c. as it went 10 the charters an
ent in .\ merica. i
brlmasn\Ofpgcor\;;;Ii"::l:l:l:aI: the Gentleman to whom I addrels thefe remarks,
will sio, after the paffing thisaét, fay, « That the principles of adminiftration
e hﬁjr‘! not been changed in America, and thav..thg maxims of govrroment
¢ had there been-alwa s the fame.””  For here is, in principle, a total over~
throw of the whole, and not a fubverfion only, but an annihilation of the
foundation of liberty, and abfolute dominion cftablifhed in its. ﬁc'ad._

The Abbe likewife ftates the cale excerdingly wrong and injurioufly,
when he fays, ¢ thatthat the wholequeftion was 1/ duced to the kqowmgyvhc_—
& ther the mother country had, o7 had not, a right to lay, direetly or indi-
« retly, a flight tax upon the colonivs.”  This was a0t the whole of the qucf—
tion; neither was the 1uanlity of the tax the objeét, either to the Miniftry,
or to the Americans It was the principle, of which the tax‘made but. a
part,and the quantity fill lefs, that formed the ground on which America
P ?1{1? ?n on tea, which s the tax hcre alluded to, was neither more or lefs-
than anexperiment to eflablith the Fnthcc ofthe declaratory law upon, mo-
delled into the more fathionable phrafc of the univerfal fupremacy of Parlia-
ment,  For, until this time, the dprclaralory law had lain dormant, and the
framers of it had con ented themfelves with barely declaringanopinion,

Thercfore the whole queftion with America, in the op-ning of tic difpute,
was, Shall we be bound in all cafes. whatfloever by the Britifh Parliament, or
fhall we not? For fubmiffion tothe tea ortax act, implicd an acknowledge~
ment of the declaratory aét, or, in other words, of the univerfal fupremacy
of Farliament, which, as they never intend-d to do, it was ncceflary they
fhould oppofe it, inits firft tage of exrcution.

1t 15 prubable, the Abbe has beenled inta this miftake by p-rufing detach-
ed pieces in fome of the American newipapers ; for, in a cale where afl
were interefted, every one had 2 right to give 115 epunion ; and there were
many who, with the beft jntentions, did not chuf- the br it, nor indeed the
true ground, to defend (heir coufe upon.  They felt themfelves right by a
grneral impulfe, without being able to feparate, analyze, land arrange the

ares, :
¥ 1 am fomewhat unwilling.to examine too minutely intothe whole of this
extraordivary paffage of the Abbe, leit T fhould apprar to treat it with fe-
verity ; otherwife I'gould fhew,that not a fingle declaration is juftiy found-
ed ; for inflance, the revivingan obfoletcatt oi tacreign of Henr ythe Eighth,
and fiting it to the Americans, by auhority of winch, they were to be
feized angbmught from Americato Englind, and there imprifoped andtried
for any fuppoled offences, was, in th- woife fenfe of the words, to ter them
by the arbitrary pawer o " Parliament, from the arms of their familics and friends,
and drayg them, not only to dreary but diflant dungesms. Yet this 2t was con-
inv-d fowe years before the'breaking out o! hoftilizies. And ogain, though
she blood of martyrs and patriots had not fireamed on the fcaffolds, st

fircamed in the flreets, in the maflfscre-of the wnhabitants. of Bofton, by the
Briufh foldiery, in the year 1770. 4

7 . .. ., :
Had the Abbe faid that tne caufes which produced the revolution in Ame.

#ica were originally differend from thole which produged revolutions in othéx
paris of the globe, he'had been rigine.  Here the value and uality of liber~
z, the mature of government, and the diguity of man were known and un.
ritood, and the attacnment of the Auncricans w- thefe rinciples produced
the revolwtion, as a nawural and almoft unavoidablecon equence. They had
B particular tamily to fet up or pull down. Nothing of perfonality whg
incorporated with their caufe. They farted even-handed with cach other,
and wentno fafler jeto the Ievcrzl ftages of it, than they were drivenbythe

3 uarclenting
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ufrelenting and imperious conduft of Britein. Nay, in the laft a&, the dé--
claration of independence, they had'nearly beén too late; for had it notbecn
declared at the exagt time it was, I faw no period’in their affairs fince, in
which it could” have been declared with the fame effet, and probably bet
at all,

But the obje&t being formed brfore the reverfe of fortunc took place, that
is, beferc the operations of the zloomy, campaign of 1776, their honour, their
intercft, their every thing, called loudly on them to maintain it; and :thas
glow ofthought and energy of heart,.which even a diftant profpeét of wde-
pendence infpires, gave confidbnce to their hopes, and refolution to their
conduét, which a ftatc of drpendence could never have rcached. The
looked forward to happicer days, and feenes. of reft, and gpalified the hard’-
{hips ofthe campaign by contemplating the eftablifkment of their new-born

ftem.. .

ylf on the other hand, wetakea review of ‘what part great Britain hasaéled,

we fhall: find cvery thing which ought to makt a nation blath. The moft
vulgar abule,acconpanisd by that fpecics of haughtinefs, which diftinguifhes
the hero of a mob from the chara&erof a geatleman ; it was equally as much
from her manuers as from her injuftice that fhe loft the colonies. By the
latter fHe provoked their principles, by the former fhe wore out their tem-
per; and it ought to be held out as an example to the world, to fhew how
neceflary itis to conduét the bulinefs of government withcivility. In fhort,
other revolutions may have originated in caprice, or generated ‘1 ambition,
bat here, the moft unoffending humility was tortured into rage, and the in«
fancy of exiftence made to - wecep. .

A'union fo extenfive, continued and determined, fuffering with patience, .
‘and never in defpair, could not have been produced by common caufés, - It
‘muft be fomething capable of reaching the whole foul of man, and arming it
with perpetual energy.  In vain it isto look for precedents among the revo-
lations of former ages, to find out, by comparifon, the caufes'of this. The
fpring, the progrefs, the objcét, the confcquences; nay the men, . their habits
of thinking, and all the circumftances of the country, are differént.. Thofe
of  other nations are, in gederal; little more than the hiftory of their quarrels.
They arc marked by no important charaéter in the annals of events; nuxt in
the mals. of general matters, they occupy buta common page ; and. while
the chief of the Tuccefstul partizans ftept into power, the plundered multitude
fat down and forroweéd. ~ Few, very fow of them are accompanied with re-
formation, cither in govermment or manners ; .many.of them -with the moft
sonfummate profligacy.—Triumph an the one fide, and mifery on the other,
were the onlyevents,  Pains, punifiments, torture,and death, wer: madethe
bulinefs-of mankind, until compaflion, the faireft affuciate of the heart, was
driven fromits place, and: the eye, accuftomed to continual cruelty, could be-
hold it without offence. ’

But as- the principles of the prefent refolution differed. from thofe which
preceded it, fo likewife has the conduét ol America, both in government and
war.. Ncither the foulfinger.of difgrace; nor the bloody hand. of vengeance
has hitherto put a blot upon her fame. Her viftorics -have reccived luttre
from a greatnefs of lenity 3 and her laws ‘been pormitted to flumber, where
they maght juftly have awakened to punith,  War, {o viach the trade’of the
world, has "been here only the bulincfs of neceflity : and: when the neceffity
fhall ceafc, her very encnites muit confefs, that as the drew’ the fword in
her juft defence, fhe ufed: it without cruclty; and. fheathed it without re-
venge, .

Ags it is not my defign to extend thefe remarks to a hiftory, 1 fhallnow
take my lcave of this paffage of the Abbe, svith an obiervation, which, until
fomething unfolds itfelf to convince me otherwife, I cannot avoid believing
to be true ;—which is, that it was the fixt détermination of the Britith Cabi-
net.to quarrel with America at all cvents.

They (the memberswho compofe the cabinet) had no doubt of - fuccefs, if
they could once bring it to the iffue of a bautle; sad they cxpe&ed. from 2

sonquely-
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eonqueft, what they could neither propofe with decency, nor hope for byne-
gociation. ‘The charters and conititutions of the colonies were become to
them matters of offence, and their rapid progrefs in property and Eopula-
tion were difguftingly beheld as the growing and natural means of independ-
ence. They law no way to retainthem long, but by reducing them in time.
A congueft would at once have made them both lords and landlords, and put
them in poffeflion both of the revenue and the rental. The whole trouble
of government would have ceafed in a viftory, and a final end been put to re-
monftrance and debate. The experience of the ftamp alt had taught them
how to quarrel with the advantages of cover and convenitnce, and they had
nothing to do but to renew the fcene, and put contention into motion. They
hoped for a rebellion, 2nd they made one.  They cxpefted a declaration of
imrependencc, and they were not difappointed. But after this, they looked
for viftory, and obtained a defeat.

1f this be taken as the generating caufe of the conteft, then is every part of
the conduéd of the Britith miniftry confiftent, from the commencement of the
difpute, until the figning the trealy of Paris, after which, conqueft becoming
doubtful, they retrcated to negociation, and were ngain defeated.

Though the Abbe poffefles and difplays great powers of genius, and~isa maf.
te- of ftyle and language, he feems not to pay equal attention to the office cf an
hiftorian.  His faéts are coldly and carcle?s.ly ftated. They acither inform the
reader, nor intereft him. Many of them arc erroneous, and molt of them de-
feftive and obfcure. It is undoubtedly both an ornament, and a ufeful addition
to hiftory, to accompany it with maxims and refleétions. They atford like-
wife,an ‘agreeable change to the ftyle, and a more diverfified manner of ex-
preflion; but it is abfolutely neceflary that the root from whence they {pring,
orthe foundations on which they are raifed, fhould be well attended to, whiah”
in this work they arenot. The Abbe haftens through his narrations, as if he
was glad to_get from them, that he may cater the more gopious ficld of elos
quenceand imagination. - §

The ations of Trenton and Princeton, in New Jerfey, in December 1776,
and January following, on which the fate of America ftood for a while treme-
bling on the point of fufpence, and from which the meft important confe-
quences followed, are comprifed within 2 ﬁn?c paragrapn, faintly conceived,
and barren of charatter, circumitance, and defcription. ’
¢ On the 25th of December,”” fays the Abbe, ¢ they (the Américansy
crofl-d the DelaWare, and fell acci eatally upon Trenton, which was occu-
pied by fificen hundred of the twelve thoufand Heflians, fold in {o bafe a
,manner by their avaricious mafter, to the King of Great Britain.  This corps
was waffacred, taken, or difperfcd. Eight days after, three Englifh regiments
were in like manner driven from Princeton; but after having beuer fup-
ported their reputation than the foreign irowps in their pay.”

‘This 1s all the account which is given of tthe moft interetting events, The
Abbe has preceded them by two or three pages, on the military operations of
both armues, from the time of General Howcarriving before New York from
Halifax, and the vaft reinforcements of Bntith and forcign troops wuh Lord
Howe from Eoglarid. But in tnefe there 15 fo mucn miftake, aud fo many
onuilions, that to fet tneny nignt, muft be the bufinefs of mitory, and not of a
leter. Theattion of Long Mland 1s but barely hinted at ; and the up racons
at the Whate Plains wioliy omutied : asare likew: fe the utiack and Io}: of Fort
Wafhington, with a garrifon of abuut two thoufand five hundred we.:, and the
Pprecipitate evacuation of Fort Lee, in confequence thercot; which Joik s were
in s great meafure the caufé of the retreat tarough the Jernes to the D laware,
ad ftance of about ninety mil's. Neitnet 1s the manuer of the retreat de-
fcribed, which, from the {vafon of the year, the nature of the country, the ncar«
nefs of the twoarmirs (fomnetimes within fight and fhot of each other for fuch
alengh ofway), the rear of the one employed iu pulling down bridges, and
the van of the other in building them up, muit necetfanly be accompanied with
many inerefbing circumitances.. L
t

“"
[
“
a“
«“
13



o1 LETTER TO THE ABBE RAYNAL,

1t was a period of diftreffes. A crifis.rather of dangertban of hope, these
is no defcription can do it jultice; and cven thealtorsin it, looking back upon
the scene, a e furpriled how they gotthrough ; and at a lofs'to aceount for thofe

owers of the mind and fprings of anination, by which they withfood the
oree of accumulaied misfortunc,

It was cxpetied, that the time for which the army was enlifted, would
carry the camipaign fo far into the winter, that the fescrity of the feafon, and
the confequent condition of the roads, would prevent any materiel operation of
the enemy, until the ncw army could be raiﬁ-dpfor the next year,  And Imen-
tion it, as a matter worthy of attention by all future niftorians, that’the move~
ments of the Awpcrican army, until the attack upon the Heflian pofi at Trenton,.
the 26th of December, are to be confidered as operating to effeét no other
principal purpofe than delay, and to wear away the campaign under ail the
difadvantages of an uncqual torce, with as Little misfortune as poflible.

But the lofs of the garrifon at Fort Wathington, on the 16th of November,,
and the expiration of the time of a coniiderable part of the army, {o carlyas.
the goth of the fame month, and which were to be followed by almoft daily
expirations afterwards, made retreat the only final expedient.  To thefe cir-
cumflances may be added the forlorn 2nd defhitute condrtion of the few that
remaiped ;) for the garrifon at Fort Lee, which compoied almotft the whole of

‘the retrcat, bad been obliged to abandon it fo initantancoufly, that every ate

ticle of ftoresand baggage was left behind, and in this deftitute condition, withe
out tent or blanket, and without any other utenfils 1o drefs their provifionthan
what they procured by the way, they perforimed a march of about ninety miles,
and had the addrefs and management to prolong it to the fpace of ninetcen
days. .

!);y this unexpefled, or rather unthought of turn of affairs, the country was.
in an inftant furprifed into confulion, and found and enemy within its bowcls,
without any army to oppofe him. There were no* fuccours to be had, but
frem the frec-will offering of the inhabitants, All was choice, and every

. sman reafoned for himfelf. : .

It was’ in this fituation of affairs, equally calculated to confound or to in~
fpire, that the gentleman, the merchant, the farmer, the tradefman, and the
labourer, mutually turned ouc from all the conveniencics of home, to perform
the dutics of private foldiers, and undcrgo the feverities of a winter cami.

aign. The dclay, fo judicioufly contrived on the rctreat, afforded time

or the volunteer, reinforcements to join Genceral Wafthington on the Delaware..

The Abbe is likewife wrong in faying, that the Awnerican army fell acci-
dintully on Trenton. It was the very objeét for which General Wathington
croﬂ'cx{ the Delaware in the dcad of mght, in the midft of fnow, ftorms, and
1ce : and which he immedately re-crofled with his prifoners, as foon ashe had
accomplifhed his purpofe. Neither was the intended enterprife a fecret to
the encmy, imformation having been fent of it byletter, from a Britith Offie
cer at Princeton, to Colonel Rolle, who commanded the Heffians at Trenton,.
which letter was afterwards found by the Americans.  Neverthclefs the poft
was completcly furprifed. A fmall ‘circumftance, which had the appearance’
of miftake on the part of the Americans, led 0 4 more capital and real miftake-
.on the part ot Rolle. N

The cale was this: A detachment of twenty or thinty .Americans had been.
fent acrofs the river froma poit, a few milcs above, by an officer unacquainted
with the intended attack§ thefe wese met by a body of Heflians on the night,
to which information pointed, which was Chriftmus mght, and repulied..

Nothung further quuurmg, and the Heflians miltaking this for the advanced
party, luppofed the enterprize dufconcerted,. which at that time was not be-.
g, and under this idea returned to their quarters ; fa that, what might have
raifcd analovm, and brought the-Americans into an ambufcade, ferved totake
oftythe force of an information, and promote the fuccefs of the enterprife
Soon after day-light General Wafhington eatered the town, and after a little
oppolitigi made himfelf mofter of 11, with upwards.of nine hundred prie

fayers,
. This
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*T'his-combinatien of equivocal circumftances, falling within what the.
Abbe ftiles «¢ the wide empire of chance,” would have afforded a fine ficld foc
thought; and I wifh, for the (3ke of that elegance ‘of refle@tion he is {o ca~
spable of ufing. that he had known it. L )

But the attion of Princeton was.accompanied by a Rill greater embarafs-
ment of matters, and followed by more extraordimary confequences.  The
Americans, by a happy #roke of generalthip, in _thrs inftance, not only de-
ranged 2nd defeatcd all the plans of the Britifh, in the intended moment of

_exccntion, but drew from their polts the enemy they were not able to drive,
and obliged them to clofe the campaign.  As the circumftance is a curiality
in war, and not well underitood 1n Europe, I fhall, as concifely as 1 can,
relate the principal parts; they may ferve to prevent fuwure hitorians from
error, and recover from forgettulnefs a fceng of magnificent fortitude.

‘Immediately after the furprife of the Hefflans at Trenton, General Wath-
Jngton recrofled the Delaware, which at this place is about three quarters of
-a mile over, and re-affumed his former poft on the Penlylvania fide.  Tren-
ton remaincd unoccupicd, and the enemy were Euﬂcd at Princeton, twelve
milesdiftant, entheroad towards New-York, The weatherwas now growing
very fevere. and as there were very few houfes near the fhore where General
Walhington had taken his ftation, "the greatcit part of hisarmy remained out
in the woods and fields. Thefe, with {ome other circumitances induced the
re-croffing the Delaware, and taking pofleflion of Trenton, It was undoubt-
edly a bold adventurc, and carried with it the appearance of defiance, ct=
pecially when we confider the panic-ftruck condition of the enemy on the lofs
-of the Heffian poft.  But in order to give a juft idca of the affair, it is necefs
far&cl fhould d}::fcribe the place. ’ )

renton is fituated on a rifing ground, about three quarters of 2 mile dif-
tant from the Delaware, on the caftern or Jerfey fide s and is cut into two

_divifiops by a fmall creek or rivulet, fuflicient te turn a mill which is on it,
after which it empties itself at nearly right angles into the Delaware.  The
upper divifion,. which is to the north-cat, contains about feventy or cighty
houfes, and the lower about forty or fifty.  The ground on cach fide of this
creck, and on which the houfcs are, is likewifurifmg, and the twe divifions
prefent an agreeable profpect to cach other, with the creek between, on
which there 1s a fmall itone bridge of onc arch.

Scarcely had General Wafhnigtontaken poithere, and beforcthe feveral par-
ticsof miKtia, outen detachments, or on their way, could be collected, thanthe
Britith, leaviug behind them a {trong garrifon at Princeton, marched (uddenty,
and entered Tremmon atthe-upperor north-calt quarter. .\ party of the Ame=
cans fkirmifhed with the advanced party of the Britifh, to atford time for re-
moving the ftores and baggage, and withdrawing over the bridge.

In a little trme the Britith had pofleffion of ouc half of -thetown, General
Wathington of the other, and the creck only feparated thetwo armies.  No-
thing could be a mnore critical fituation than this; and if ever the fate of Ame-
erica depended upon the event of a day, it was now. The Delaware was
filling falt with large fhects of driving ice, and was impaffable, fothat'no re-
treatinto Penfylvania could be effetted, neither is it potlible, in the face of an
enemy, to pals a river of fuch extent,  The roads were broken and rugged
with the froft, and the main road was occupicd by the enemy.

About four o’clock a party of the Britifh uppaoached the bridge, witha de-
fign to gain i, but were repulfed.  They made no more attempts, though the
creek xsdpaﬂ'.lblc any where between the bridge and the Delaware, It ruas in
a rugged natural-made ditch, over which a perfon may pafs with httle difh-
culty, the ftream being rapid and fhallow. Eveuing was now coming on,
and the Britifh, believing they had all the adventag-s they could wifh for,
and that they could ufc them when they pleafed, difcontinucd all ‘urther ope-
rations, and held themfclves prepar+d to make the attack nest mnorning.

But the next morning proJ’uc:d a fcenc, as clegant as it was unexpeted.
The Britifh were yader arms and vrady to march to action, \vhq!-! oncof their.
Light-hoile from Princcton came furioully down the dlice, with an acco‘\;ln

. ]
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that General Wathington had that morning attacked and carried the Britily
poft at that place, and was proceeding on to feize the magazineat Brunfwick;
on which the Britith, who were then on the pointof making an affault on the
evacuated camp of the Americans, whecled about, and in a fit of confterna~
tion marched tor Princeton.

This retreat is one of thofe extraordinary circnmftances, that in fature
ages may probably pafs for fable. For it will with difficuity be believed that
two armies, on which fuch important confequences depended, fhould be
crouded into fo fmall a fpace as Trenton; and that the onc, on the eve of an
engagement, when every ear is fuppofed to be opep, and every watchfulnefs
employed, fhould move compl-tely from the ground, withall its flores,
baggage and artillery, unknown and even unfufpefted by the other. And fo
entirely were the Britifh deceived, that when they heard the report of the
<annon and fmall arms at Princeton, they fuppofed it to be thunder, though
in the depth of winter. o

Graeral Wathington, the better to cover and difguife his retreat frome
Trenton, had ordered a line of fires to be lighted up in front of his camp.
Thefe not only ferved to give an appcarance of going to reft, and contiouing
that deception, but they effe€tually concealed from the Britifh whatever was
aéting behind them, for flame can no more be feen through than a wall, and
in his fituation, it may with fome propriety be faid, they came a pillar of
fire to theone army, and a pillar of a cloud to the other: after this, bya cir-
cuitous march of about eighteen miles, the Americans reached Princecton
early in the moming.

The number of prifoners taken were between two and three hundred, with
avhich General Wathington immediately fet off. Thevan of the Britifh army
from Trenton, eatered Princeton about an hour after the Americans had left
it, who, continuing their march for thg remainder of the day, arrived in the
evening at a conventeat fituation, widcpf the main road to Brunfwick, and
about {ixteen miles diftant from Princg®n. But To weari€éd and exhayfted
were they, with the continual and unew mg lervice and fatigue of two days
and a nigKt, from aétion to ation, withoumhelter and almoft without refrefth-
ment, that the bare and frozen ground, with no other covering than the fky, .
became to them a place of comfortable reft. By thefe two events, and, with
but little comparitive force to accomplith them, the Americans clofed wijh
advantages a campaign, which but a tew days before threatened the country
with deftru&tion.” The Britifh army, apprehenfive for the fafety of their ma-
gazines at Brunfwick, eighteen miles diftant; marched immediately for that .
place, where theyarrived late ia the evening, and from whichi they made no
attempts to move for nearly five months.

Having thus flated the principal outlines of thefe two moft interefting
aftions, I fhall now quit them, to put the Abbe right in his miftated account
of the debt and paper money -of America, wherein, {pcaking of thefe mat-
ters, he fays,

“ Thefe ideal riches were reje€ted. The more the multiplication of them
“ wes urged by want, the greater did their appreciation grow.  The Con-
s grefs was inliguam at the aflronts given to its money, and declared all
¢ thofe to be traitors to their country, who fhould not receive it as they
¢ would have received gold itfelf.

. ¢ Did not this body know, that poffcflions are no more to be controuled
# than feclings arc 7 Did it not perccive, that in the prefent crifis, cvery

rational man would be afraid of expoling his fortune ? Did it not fee,
that in the beginning of a Republic it ‘permitted to itfelf the excrcife of
fuch afts of defpotitru as arc unkuown even in"the conntries which are
moulded to, and become familiar with fervitude and oppreffion P Could
it Prctend that it did not ‘punith a want of confidence with the pains
which would have been fcarcely merited by revolt and tvealon ? Of all
¢ this was the Congrefs well aware. But it had no cheice of .mcans. Its
« defpifed aad defpicable feraps of paper were aually thisty times be-
L daw

4
.



LETTER TO THE ABBE RAYNAL. 13

¢ low their original value, when more of them were ordered to be made.
« On the 13th of September 1779, there was of this paper money, amongft
¢ the public, to the amount of £. 35,544,155, The State owed more-
« over £.8,305,356, without reckoning the particular debts of fingle
¢ Provinces.’” .

In the above-recited paffages, the Abbe fpcaks as if the United States had
contrafted a debt of upwards of forty million pounds fterling, befides the
debts of individual States. After which, fpeaking of foreign trade with
Amcrica, he fays, that « thofe tountries in Europe, which are truly com=
¢t mercial ones, knowing that North America had been reduced to contraét
<t dcbts at the epoch cven of her greatelt profperity, wilely thought, that
<t in her prefent diftrels, the would be able to pay but very little, %or what
¢ might be carricd to her.” . B

1 know it muft be extremely difficult to make foreigners underftand the
nature and circumftances of our pap r money, becaufe there are natives who
do not underftand it themlelves. But with us its fate is now determined.
Common confent has configned it to reft with that kind of regard which the
long fervice of inanimate things infenfibly obtains from maukind. Every
flonc in the brjdge, that has carricd us over, feems to have a claim upon
our cfteem. But this was a corner-ftone, and its ulcfulnefs cannot be tors
gotten.  There is fonething in a grateful mind, which extends ifclf even
10 things that can neither be benchited by regard, nor fuffer by negle@ : But
{o it is ; and almoft cvery man is {enfible of tne effeét. .

But to return. The paper money, though iffued from Congrefs under
the name of dollars, dig not comce from that body always at that value.
‘Thofe which were iffucd the fivft year, were equal to gold and filver. The
fecond year lefs; the third full lcfs,‘; and fo on, fornearly the {pacc of five
years; at the end of which, 1 imagige, that the whole value at which Con-
grefs might pay away the {everal engiifions, taking them together, was about
2en or twelve millions pounds fterling. ~

Now, as it would have taken ten or twelve millions fterling of taxves, to
carry on the war for five years, and, as while this money was iTuing and.
likewife depreciating down to nothing, there were none, or verv few va-
luable taxes paid; confequen’iy the event to the public was the {umc, whe-
ther they funk tea or twelve millions of cxpcnde(}) money, by depreciation,
or paid ten or twelve millions by taxation; tor as they did not do both,
and chofe to do one, the matter, in a gencral view, was indifferent, And
therefore, what the Abbe fuppofcs to be a debt, has now no exiftence; 1t
having been paid, By cvery body confenting to reduce it, at his own ex-
punce, from the value of the bills continually paffing among themufelves, a
fum, equal to nearly what the expence of the war was for five years.

Again.—The paper moncey having now ceafed, and the depreciation with
3t, and gold and fiver fupplied its place, the war will now be carricd on b
taxation, which will drew from the public a confiderable lefs fum than
what the depreciation drew; but'as, while they pay the formes, they do
not {uffer the latter, and as, when they futfered the latter, they did not pay
the tormer, the thing will be nearly cqual, with this moral advamtige, that
taxation occafions frugality and thought, and depreciation produced diflipa-
tion and carelefincfs,

And again —1i a ni2.'s postion of taxes comes to Iefs than what he loft by
the depreciation, it proves the alteration 1 in his favour.  If it comes to
more, and he is jultly affeflid, it fhews that he did not {ultain his pro
pchr fhare of depreciation, becaule the one was as operuilvely hus tax as the
other. -

It is true, that it never was intended, neither was it forefeen, that the
debt contained in the paper currency should ik tfelf in this manner ; bt
as by the voluntary conduél of all and of avery one it is arrived at this e,
the debt is paid by thofe who owed 1t, Poviaps nothing was ever fo much
the aét of a country as this,  Goverminen had no hand 1 it. Every ean
depreciated his owa moucy by s own confenty for fuch way ¢ cie

which
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which the raifing of the nominal value of goods produced. But as by fuch
reduttion he fuftaincd-a lofs equal to what he muit have paid to fink it by
‘taxation, therefore the line of juftice isto confider his lofs by the depre-
ciation. as his'tax {or that time, and not to tax: him when the war is over,
to make that moncy good 'in any other perfon’s hands, which became no-
thig}; in his own.
gain.—The paper currency was iffued for the exprefs purpofe of carry-
ing on the war, It has performed that fervice, without any other material
change to the public, wEilc it Jafted.  But to fuppofe, as fome did, that at
the end of the war, it was to grow into gold and filver, or become equal
thercto,-was to {uppofc that we were to get two hundred millions of dollars
by going to war, inftcad of paying the cof{ of carrying it on,

. But 1f any thing in the fituation of Amcrica, as to her currency or her
circumflances, yet remain’s not underftood ; then let it be remembered, that
this war is the public’s war; the people’s war; the country’s war, It is
thesr independence that is to be fupported ; the:; property that is to be fe-
cured ; their country that is to be faved. Herc goverument, the army, and
the people, are mutually and reciprocally one.  In othcr wars. kings may
Jofle their thrones ard their domintons; but here, the lofs mutt fall on the
ﬂm_/e/lg of the multitnde, and the property they are contending to fave.  Every
man being fenfible of this, he' goes- to the field, or pays his portion of the
charge as the fovereign of his own pofleffions; and when he'is conquered, a
monarch falls. '

The remark which the Abbe, in the conclufion of -the paffage, has made
refpedting America contratting debts in the time of her profperity (by
which he means, before the breaking out of hoftilities) ferves to thew, though
hie has not yet made the app!icalion, the very great commercial dudference
batween adependant and an’ independent country.  In a flate of depend
ence, and aith a fetieried commerce, though with all the advantages of
peace, her trade could not balance herfelf, and fhe annually run into debt.
But now, in a flate of independence, though involved in war, fhe requires
no credic; her flores ave full of merchandife, and gold and filver are become -
the currency of the country, How thefe thuigs have eftablifhed themfelves,
it is ditficult to account for: but they are faéts, and falts are more powerful
than aiguments,

As it is probable this letter will undergo a republication in Europe, the
remarks heré thrown together will ferve to fhew the extreme folly of Britain,
inrelting her hopes of fuccefs pn the extinétion of our paper currency.,  The
cxpettation is at ouce fo childifh and forlorn, that it places her in the laughe
able condition of @ famifhed lion watching for prey at a {pider’s web.

¥rom this account of the currency, the Abbe proceeds to ftate the con-
dition of America in the winter 1777, and the {pring following; and clofes
his obfirvations with mentioning the treety of alliance, which was figned in
Trance, and the propofitions of the Britifh meaiftry, which were rejeéted in
Awmenica, Butinthemannerin which the Abbe has arranged his fadts, there
1s a very material .error, that not only he, but other European hifterians,
have fulicir ipto : none of them have affigned the true caufe why the Britith
propofais were rejeted, and all of them have-alligned a wrong one.

In the winter 1757, and the fpring following, Congrels were allembled at
York-town, in Pennfylvania, the Britith wore 1n pussilion of Philadelphia,
end General Wafhington with the army were encampced in huts at the Vailey-
Forge, twenty-five indes diftont therefrom.  To all who can remember, it
was @ leaton ot haréfhip, but not of defpair; and the Abbe, fpeaking of this
prrind and its incowveniences, fays,

* A muititede of privations, addcd to fo many other misfortuncs, might
¢t make the Awmericans regres théir former tranquitlity, and incline them to
¢ an accommodation with England. In vain bad the people been bound to
¢ the new Government_ by the facrednefs of oaths, and the influence of re-
¢ ligion.  In vain had endeavours been ufed to convince them, that it was
¢ impoilible to treat fafcly with a country in which gne parliarhent might

¢ _overturn
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¢ gverturn what fhould have been eftablifhed by another. In vain had they
« been threatened with the ‘cternal refentment of an exalperated and vine
« diftive cnemy. It was poflible that thefe diftant troubles might not be
& balanced by the weight of prefent evils, . )

¢ o thought the Britifh miniftry when they fent to the New World publie
¢ agents authorifed to offer every thing except independence to thefc very
¢ Americans, from wham they had two years before exafted an uncondi«
¢ tional fubmiffion. It js nat improbable, but that by this plan of concilia«
¢ tion, a few months fooncr, fome effctt might have been produced. But
¢ at the period at which it was propofcd by the Court of London, it was
¢« rejefted with difdain, becaufe this meafure appeared but as an argument
¢¢ of fcar and weuknefs. The people were already re<affured. The Congrefsy
¢ the Generals, the troops, the gold and {kilful men in_cach colony, had
¢« poffeffed themfelves of the authority; cvery thing had recovered its firft
“ Apirit,  This was the offefl of a treaty of friendfhif and commerce between the
¢ United States and the Court of Verfuilles,” fiyned the 8th of February, 1778

On this paffage of the Abbe’s I canuot help remarking, that, to wuie
tune with circumflance, is a material nicety in hiftory; the want of vihich
fx'cqucntli; throws it into endlefs confufion and miftake, occaﬁons‘a total {e~
paration between caules and confequences, and conncéts them with ethers
they are not immediaicly, and fometimes not at all, related to,

t'ihe Abbe, in {aying that the oilers of the Britith miniftry “ were rejefted
“ with difdain,™ 1s right as to the fudl, but wreng as to the fime; and this
crror inthe time, -has occalioned him to be miftaken in the canfe. .

The figning the treaty of Paris the 6th of February, 1778, could have no
cffcét on the mind or politics of America until it was known in Americas and
therefore, when the Abbe fays, that the rejeétion of the Britifh offers was in
confequence of the alliance, he muft mean, that it was ig confequence of the
alliance being hnown in America; which was not the cafe : and by this mif«
take he not only takes from her the reputation, which her unfhaken fortitude
in that trying {itvation deferves, but 15 likewife Ied very injurioufly to fupw
gofe that had the not known of the treaty, the offers  woul pru,ba{rly have

cen accepted ; whercas fhe knew nothing df the treaty at the time of the
rejettion, - and confequently did not reje€t them on that ground.

The propofitions or oflcrs above-mentioned were eontained 'in two bills
brought into the Britifh Parliament by Lord North on the ijth of February,
1778, Thofe bills were hurried through both houfes with unufual hafte j and,
before they had gone through all the cuftomary forms of Paxlianent, copies
of them were fent over to Lord Howe and General Howe, then in Phila-
declphia, who were likewife Commiflioners, General Howe ordered them
to be printed in Philadelphia, and fent copies of them by a flag to General
Walhington, to be forwarded to Congrefs at York-Town, where they ar-
rived the 21t of April, 1778, Thus much for the arrival of the bills in
America.

Congrefs, as is their ufual mode, appointed a committec from their own
body, to cxamine them, and report tgcrcon. The report was brought in
the next day, (the twenty-fecond,) was read, and unanimoufly agreed- to,
entered on their journals, and publifhed for the information of the country,

.Now this report muft be the reje@ion to which the Abbc alludes, becaufe
-Congrels gave no other formal opinion on thole bills and propuiitions : and
on a {ubfcquent application from the Britith Commiflioncts. duted the 25th -
of May, and received at York-Town the 6th of Jyne, Conzrefs immedrately
referred them for an anfwer to their printed relolves of the g:zd of April.—
This much for the rejection of the ofters, ’ -

On the 2d of May, that is, cleven days after the above rejeftion was made,
the treaty between the United States and France arrived at York-Todwn z
and until this moment Congrefs had not the lcalt notice or idea, that fuch «
mcafure was in any train of exccution. But lo#t this declaration of mine
fhould pafs only for affertion, I fhall fuppoit it by proof, for it is. muicrial
tg the charaéter and priniple of the revolution to fhew, that no condition |

B2 - : . 0F
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of America, fince the declaralion of irdependence, however trying and fe-
vere, ever operated to produce the moft diftant idea of yielding 1t up either
by force, diftrcs, artifice, or perfuafion.  And this proof is the more ne-
ceflary, becaufe it was the fyftem of the Biitith miniftry at this time, as
well 25 before and fince, to hold out to the European powers that America
was unfixt in her refolutions and policy ; hoping by this artifice to leflen
her reputation in Europe, and wcaken the confidenee which thofe powers,
or any of them, might be inclined to place in her.

At the time thefe¢ matters were tranfating, I was Secretary to the Foreign
Department of Congrefs. All the political letters from the American Com-~
miffioners refted in my hands, and all that were officially written went from
my office; and fo far from Congrefs knowing 5ny thing of the figning the
treaty, at the time they rejeéted the Britifh offers, they had not received a
line of information from their Commiffioners at Puris on any fubjet what-
ever for upwards of a twelvemonsh. Probably the lofs of the port of Phila~
delphia, and the navigation of the Dclaware, togciher with the danger of
the fras, covercd at this time with Britifh cruizers, contributed to the dif«
appointment, o

One packet, it is truc, arrived at York-Town in Jamuary preceding,
which was about three months before the arrival of the treaty ; ‘but, firange
2s 1t may appear, every letter had been taken out, before it was put on
board the veifel which brought it from France, and blank white paper put
in their ftead,

Having thus ftated the time when the propofals from the Britifh Com-
miflioners were firlt received, and dikewile the time when the treaty of al-
hance arrived, and fhewn that the reje¢tion of the former was cleven days
prsor 1o the arrivel of the latter, and without the leaft knowledge of fuch
circumflence having taken place, or being about to take place; the reje&ion,
therefore, muft, and ought to be attributed to the fixt unvaried fentiments
of America reipefting the enemy fhe is at war with, and her determination
to fupport her independence to the laft poflible effort, and not to any new
circumitance in her favour, which at that time fhe did not, and could not,
know of. , ‘ -

Befides, there is a vigour of determination and fpirit of defiance in the
language of the rejetion (which 1 here fubjoin) which derive their gréateft

- glory by appeating beforc the treaty was known ; for that, which is bravery
ia diftrefs, becomes infalt in profperity : And the treaty placed America 6a
{fuch a ftrong foundation, that had the then known it, the anfwer which the
iave would have appeared rather as an air of triumph, than as the glowing
Tenity of fortitude. . N
Upon the whole the Abbe appears to_have entirely miftaken the matter;
-for inftead of attributing the rejeétion of the propofitions to our knowledge
of the treaty of alliance ; he fhould have attributed the origin of them in the
Britifh cabinet, to ‘their knowledge of that cvent. And then the reafon
wiry they were hurried over to Amecrica in the flate of bills, that is, before
they were paffed into aéts, is ealily accounted for, which is, that they might
‘have the chance of reaching America bfore any Rnowledge of the treaty
Thould arrive, which they were lucky enough to do, and there met the fate
they fo richly merited. That thefe bills were brought into the Britifh Par-
Tiament after the treaty with France was figned, is proved from the dates’s
the treat being on the 6th and the hills the 19th of February. And that the
figning tze treaty was known tn Parhiament, when the bills were brought is,
48 likcwife proved by a fpecch of Mr. Charles Fox, on the faid 17th of Fe~
bruary, who in reply to Lard North, informed the Houfe of the treaty be~
ing figned, aud challenged the Minifter’s knowledge of the fame faét.
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In CONGRESS, April 22d, 1778.

L HE Committee to whom was referred tho Gencral’s Letter of the
s 18th, containing a certain printed paper fent from Philadelphiay
urporting to be the draught of a Bill for deciaring the intentions of the Pare

Eamcnt of Great Britaia, as to the exercife of what they are pleafed: to terme

their right of impofing taxcs within thefe United States; and alfo the draft

of a Bill to cnable the King of Great-Britain to appoint Commiffioners, with
powers to treat, confult, and agrce upon the means of quicting certain difor=

ders within the faid States, beg leave to obferve, o

*¢ That the faid paper being indufizioufly circulated by cmiffaries of the
enemy, in a partial and fecret manner, the fame ought to be forthwithe
priated for the public information. I

¢ The Committee cannot afcertain whether the contents of the faid paper
have been framed in Philadelphiz or in Great Britain, much l‘cfs‘ whether
the fame are really and truly intended to be brought into the Parliament of
that kingdom, or whether the faid Parliament wall confer thereon the ufual
folemnities of their laws, But are inclined to believe this will happen, for
the following reafons : ) :

¢ 1ft. Becaufe their General hath made divers feeble efforts to {et on foot
fome kind of treaty during the lafb winter, though cither from a miitakemn
idea of his own dignity and importance, the want of inf()rmatlnxl, or f_ome
other caufe, he hath not made application to thole who arc invefted with a
proper authority, . ) . X

¢ 2dly. Becaufe they fuppofe that the fallacious idca of a ceffation of hof«
tilitics will render theie States remifs in their preparations for war.

o 3.dly. Becaufe believing the Americans wearred y/i:.h war, they fuppofc
we willaccede to the terms for the fake of peace. i

* athly. Becaufe they fuppofc that our negociations may be fubjeét to a
Tike corrupt influence with their debates. i .

¢ sthly. Becaufe they cxpeét from this ftep the fame cffefls they did
from what one of their minifters thought proper to call his conciliatory mo~
tlon, viz. that it will prevent foreign.poweys from giving aid to thefe States 3
that it will lead. their own fubjeéts to continue a little longer the prefent
war; and that it will detach fome weak men in America from the caufe of
freedom and virtue, :

‘ 6ihly. Becanfe their King, from his own fhewinzg hath reafon torape-
prehend that his flects and armics, inftead of being employed ageintt the
territories of thefe States, will be neceffary for the defence ‘of his own do—
minions. - And, )

‘¢ ythly. Becaufe tl impraticability of fubjugating this country, being
every day more and more manifett, it is their intereit to extricate them~
felves from. the war upon auy terms, )

““-The Committce beg, leave further to obférve, That, upen a {uppofitiony
the matters contained in the faid paper will veally gointo the Brutith Statute

Book, they ferve to thew, in a clear point of vicw, the weaknefs and wick~

cdnefs of the encmy.

“ Tuern WeaKNESS, o

¢ 1ft. Becaufe they formerly declared, not only that they had s vight tor
bind the inhabitants of thefe States in all cales whatfocver, but alfo that ther
faid inhabitants fhould abfolutely and uncondizionally fubmit to the cxercild of
that right. And this fubmiffion they have endeavoured to cxaét by ther
fword. " Receding, from this claim), therefore,-onder the prefent circamiiun~
ccs, fhews their tnability to enforce it. ’ . .
*¢ adly. Becaufe their Prince had herctofore rejeétéd the' humbleft petie
tions.of the Reprelentatives of Auerica, praying, tor be confidered as fub—
jetts, and pivicéted in the cnjoynient of puace, liberty, and faferv ;. and hatle
waged a mott cruel war againlk thern, and cinployed the favages to butcher

mnoceny- wonren. and children,  But now-the fuiac Prince pretends-to Lrg-u;
witid
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with thofe very Reprefentatives, and grant to the arms of America whathe
refufed to her pravers. ~

‘¢ adly. Becaufe they have uniformly laboured to conquer this Continent,
rejeéting every idea of accommodation propofed to them, from a contidence
in'their own {trength. Wherefore it is evident, from the change in their
mode of aitack, thzt they have loft this corfidence. "And,. . X

‘¢ gthly, Becaufc the conftant lamguage, fpoken not only by their Mi-
nifters, but by the moft public and authentc aéts of the mtion,_hath been,
that it is incompatible with their dignity to treat with the Ameticans while
they have arms in théir hands. Notwithftanding which, an offer is now
about to be made for treaty.

* The wickednefs and infincerity of the enemy appear from the follow-
ing confiderations: ‘

< 1ft. Either the Bills now to be paffed contain a dire&t or indircét ceffion
of a part of their former claims, or they do net. If they do, then it is ac-
knowledged that they have facrificed many brave men in an unjuft quarrel.
If they do not, then'they are calculated to’ deceive America into terms, to
wﬁl_aich neither argument before the war, nor force fince, could procure her
affent, .

‘¢ 2dly. The firlt of thele Bills appears, {rom the title, to be a déclaration
of the intentions of the Britifh Parliament concerning the exercife of the r1ght
of impofing taxés within thele States. Wherefore, thould thefe Statcs treat
under the faid Bill, they would indire&tly acknowledge that right, to ok-
tain which acknowledgment the prefent war has been avowedly undertaken
and profecuted, on the part of Great Britain.

+gdly. Should fuch pretended right be fo acquiefced in, then of confe-
quence the fame might be exercifed whenever the Britifh Parliament fhould
find themfelves in a different femper and difpofition; fince it muft depend
upon thofe, and fuch like contingencics, how far men will aé according to
their former intentions. '

¢ 4thly. The faid firft Bill, in the body thercof, containeth no new mat-
“ter, but 1s precifely the fame with the motion before mentioned, and liable
to all the objeftions which lay againft the faid motion, excepting the fol-
Jowing particular, viz. that by the motion, aQual taxation was to be fufpended,
fo long as America fhould give as much as the faid Parliament might think
proper: whereas, by the propofed Bill, it is to be fufpended as long as future
Parjiaments eontinue of the fame mind with the prefent.

¢ sthly. From «tHe fecond Bill it appears, that the Britifh King may, if
bhe pleafes, appoint Cominiffioners to {reat and agree with thofe, whom they
pleafe, about a variety of things therein mentioned. But fuch treatics and
agreements are to be of no validity without the cogcurrence of ihe faid
Parliament, except fo-far as they relate to the fufpenfidn of holtihttes, and
wt certain of their aéts, the granting of pardons, and the appointment of
Gaovernors to thefe fovercign, frec, and independent States. Wherefore, the
{aid Parliament have referved to themfelves in exprefs words, the power of
fetting aﬁde_anz' fuch treaty, and. taking the advantages of any circumftances
whieh may arile to fubjett this Continent to their ufurpations. '

% 6thly. The faid Bill, by holding forth atender of parden, implies a

criminality in our juitifiable refiftarce, and, confequently, to treat under it,
would be an implivd acknowledgment, that the inhabitents of thele States
were, what Britain had deelarcd them to be, Rebels.
. Y phly, The inhabitents of thele States being claiimed by them as fub-
je€ls, they may infer, from the noture of the negociation now pretended to
-be fet on toot, that the [md inhubitants would of right be afterwards bound
by fuch laws as they fhould make. Wherefore any agrecment cntered into
on fuch negociation might at any future time be repealed. ~And,

¢ 8ihly. Becaufe thie faid Bill purports, ¢hat the Commifiioners therein
mentioned may treat with private individuats ; 2 meafure highly derogatory
to the dignity of the sational charadter.

B ¢ From
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Frop all which it appears evident to your Commitee, that the faid Bills
are inteided to operate upon the hopes and fears of the good people of thefe
States, fo as to create divifinns amoug them, and a Gefucnion from the coin-
mon caufe, now by the bleffing of Divine Providence drawing near to a fa-
vourable iffuc. That they are the f-qucl of that inftduous plan, which from
the days of the Stamp-2& down to the prefeat time, hath involved this coun
try in contention and and bloodfhed. ~ And that, as in other calts fo in this,
although ciremftances may force them at times to recede from their unjuftifi
asle claims, there can be no doubt but they will as heretofore, uponthe firfk
favourable occafion, again difplay that luft of domination, which hath rent in
twain the mighty emptre of Britain,

¢ Upon the whole matter, the Committee beg lrave to teport it as their
opinion, that the Americans united in this arduous contcft upon principles of
cymmon intereft, for the defence of common rightsand privileges, which union
hath been cemented by common calumities, and by mutual good offices and
and dffe€tion, {o the great caufc for which they contend, and in which all
mankind are interefted, muft derive its fuccefs frommthe continuance of that
union. Wherefore any man or body of men, who thould prefume to make
any feperate or_partial convéntion or agreement with Commiflior.ers under
tie Crown of Great Britain, or any of them, ought to be confidered and treat
¢d as open and avowed enemies ot thefe United Statcs.

“ And {urther, your Committec beg leave to report it as their opinion,
That thefe united States cannot, with propricty, hold any conference ortrea-
ty with any Commiflioncrs on thi» part ot Creat Britain, unlefs they fhall, aa
a preliminary thercto, either withdraw their fleets and admirals, or elfe, in
pofitive and exprefs terms, acknowledge the Independence of the faid States.

“ And inafinuch as_it appcars to be the delign of the enémics of thefe
States to lull them inte a fatal fecurity—to the end that thzy may att with 2,
becoming weight and importance, 1t is the opinion of your Committee
That the feveral States be called upon to ufe the moft #trenuous exertions ta
have their refpeétive quotas of continental troops in the field as foon as poifi-
ble, and that-all the militia of the {aid States be held in readinels, o at as
oceafion may require,

The following is the anfwer of Congrefs to the fecond application of

the Con.miffioners,

SIR, .

York-Town, Fune 6, 1778.

T HAVE had the honour of laying your letter of the 54 nfltant, with

the alts of the Britith Parliament which came inclofed, betore Congrefe ;

aud [ am inftru€ted to acquaint you, Sir, that they have already expreffed

their f{entiments upon bills not .effentially differcut from thole alls, ina
publication of the 23d of April latt. i

‘¢ Be aflured, Sir, when the King of Great Britain fhall be Ierioufly dif-

pofed to put an end to the unprovoked and cruel war waged againft thefe U~

nited States, Congrefs will readily attend to fuch terms of prace, as may

confift with the honour of independent nations, the intereft of their conftitu-

e.urs, and the facred regard they mean to pay to treaties.  Ihave the honour

1o be, Sir,
Your mafl obedient, and
wofl hwable fervant,
i " H;N}j LAURst,f
is Excellency, refident of Congrefs. '
Sir Henry Clinton, /3’ B. Philad. of Cong

Though I am not furprifed to fee the Abbe miftaken in matters of hiftory,
afted at fo great a diltance from his {phere of immediate obf:rvation, yet'I
ain more than furprifed to find him wrong, {or at icaft what appears fo txo mle)

n the
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sn the well-cnlightened field of philofophical refleétion. Here the materiffy
are his own; created by himfelt ; and the error, thgreforc, is an” Wt of l‘he
mind. Hitherto my remarks have been confined to circumftances : the order
in which they arole, and the events they produced.” In thefe, my informa-
tion being better than the Abbe’s, my talk was cafy. How I may fucceed
in controverting matters of fentiment and opinion, wu'h one whom ycars,
experience, and long-eftablifhed n}putation have placed in a fuperior line, ¥
am lcfs confidenting but as they fall within the fcope of my obfervations,
it would be improper to pafs them over. . )

From this part of the Abbe’s work to the latterend, I find feveral expreffi-
ons which appear to me to ftart, with a cynical complexion, from the path
of liberal thinking, or at leaft they are fo involved as to lofe meny of the
beauties which diftinguilh other parts of the performance. i

The Abbe having brought his work ta the period when the treaty of alli~
ance between France ‘and the United States commenced, proceeds to make
fome remarks thereon, ) )

« In fhort, " fays he, ** philofophy, whofe §rft fentiment is the defire to-
&« fee atl governments juft, and all people happy, in cafting her eyes upon,
s this alhance of a monarchy, witha pcople who are defending their liberty,
' fs curivus to know it motive,  She fees, ab once, too clearly, that the happinefs of
¢ wanhkind has no part in i2.

Whatever trein of thinking or of temper the Abbe might be in, when he
penned this expreflion, matters not. They will neither qualify the fen-
tunent, nor add to its defcét.  If right, it necds no apology ; 1f wrong,
it merits no excufe. It is fentinto the world as an opinion of philofophy,
and may be cxamined without regard to the author.

It fcems to be a defeét, eonneéted with ingenuiry, that it oftcn.employ;
ifelf more m matters of curiofity than ufcfulnefs. Man muft be the privy
counfellor of fate, or fomething is not right. He mutt knaw the {prings,
the whys, and wherefores of cvery thing, or he fits down unfatisficd..
Whether this be a crime, or only a caprice of humanity, I am not enquiring,
into. I fhall take the palfage as I find it, and place my objetions againtt
i, .

It is not fo properly the motives which produced the alliance,. as the con{}-
quences which are to be jjroducedfram it, that mark out the ficld of philofophi-
cal refle€tion.  In the one we only penetrate into the barren cave of fecrecy,
where little can be known, and cvery thing may be mifconceived ; in the o-
ther, the mind is prefented with a° wide extended profpeét, of vegetative
good, and fees a thoufand bleflings budding inte exiftonce.

But the expreflion, cven withinithe compafs of the Abbe’s-meaning, fets.
out with an error, becaufe it ts made to declare that, which no man has.
authority to declare. . Who can fay that the happinefs of mankind made no
part of the motives which produced the alliance ? To be able to declare this,
a man mult be pofleJ-d of the miad of all the partics concerned,. and know
that their motives were fomething elfe. .

In proportion as the independence of America became contemplated and
underftood, the local advantages of it to-the immediate attors,- and-the nu-
merous bencfits it promifed to mankind, appear to be every day encreafing-
and we¢ faw not a temporary good for the prefent race only,. but a centinned
good to all pofterity ; these motives, therefore, added to'thofe which pre-
ceded them, became the motives, on.the part of America, which led her to-
propole and agree to the treaty of alliance,. as the beft effcétual method of ex--
tending 2ud lecuring, bappinefs ;. and thercfore, with refpeét to us, the:
Abbec ss wrong. - : i -

France, on the other hand, was fitmated very differently.te America.  She
was not aftcd upon. by ncceflity to fcek a friend, and therefore her motive:
in becoming one, has the flrongeft evadence of being good, and that which
is fo, mult have fome happinefs for its obje&. With yegard to herfelt fhe
faw a wain of conveniencies worthy her attention.. By l¢fiening,the powc;

of
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of an enemv, whom, atthe fame time, fhe fought nrither to deftroy nor di-
ficefs, fhe gaincd an advantage without doing an evil, and created t6 herlelf
a new friend by -affcciating wiih a country in misfortune.  The {prings of
thought that lead to alions of this kind, however political they way by,
are neverthelefs maturally bencficent; for in all caufes, good or bad, it is
neceflary there fhould bea fitnels in the mind, to cnable it to att m cha-
racter with the obje&t : Therefore, as a bad caule cavuot be profecuted with
a good motive, o neither can a good caufe be long {upport. d by a bad onc,
as no man acts without a motive ; therefore, in the piclent mltafxcc, as they
cannot be bad, they muit be adinitted to be good.  But the Abbe fets out
upon fuch an cxtended fcale, that he overlooks the degrees by which it is
meafured, and reje@s the begiuning of good, becoufe the end comces not
at ance.

It is true that bad motives may in fome de;rec be brought to fupport a
good caulr, or prefecute a good objeét; but 1t never continues long, which
1s not the cale with France; for either the objeét will reform the mind, or
the mind corrupt the objeét; or elfc, not being able, either way, to gt
into unifon, they will {feparate in difguft: And this natural, though unper-
ceived progrefs of aflociation or contention between the mind and” the ob~
je€t, is thefecret caule of fidehity or defeétion. . Every objedt a min purfues
1s, for the time, a kind of miftrefs to his mind : if both arc good or bud,
the union is natural; but if they are in reverle, and neither can feduce nor
¥glt1 reform the other, the oppolition grows into diflike, and a fepavution

aws.

When the caufe of America firft made her appearance on the ftage of the
univerfe, there were many who, in the fiyle of adventurers and fortuue-
hunters, were dangling in her train, and aking their court to her with
every profetfion ot honour and attachment. Thcy were loud in her praifc
and. oltentatious in her fervice. Every Placc echoed with their ardour o;
their anger, and they fecmed like men in love.—But, alas, they were for-
}une-hm_nen. Their expeftations were excited, but their minds were un-
;‘mpfeffcd; and finding her not to the purpofe, nor themfelves reformed b
tri;lc':iﬂ}l::?cc, they cealed their fuit, and in fome inftances deferted and ! -

There were others, who at firft beheld her with indifference, and unac-
quainted with her charaéter, were cautious of her company. They treated
her as onie, who, under the fair name of liberty, might conceal the hideous
figure of auarchy, or the gloomy monfter of tyranny. They kuew not what

~thcwas. If fair, the was fair indced. But ftill fhe was {ulpefted, 2ud
-though born among us, appearcd to be a ftranger. '

Accident, with fome, and curiofity with athers, brought on a diftant ac-
?uahmtance. They ventured to look at her.  They felt an inclination to {peak
; 0 her, One intimacy led to another, till the zx(picion wore away, and a
g:hange of fentiment ftole gradually upon the mind ; and having no felt-
ll}t;reﬂ to ferve, no gaﬂion of difhonour to gratify, they became cnamoured
?}mril;lmn"l:m']cc" ax’\; unalie(ed by misfortune or uninflamed by fuccefs,

red with fidelity in thevarietics of her fate,

This dcclara;x‘on of the Abbe’s, refpeéting motives, has led me unintend-
;dl)' Into a train of metaphyfical rcafoning ; but there was no other avende

y which it could {o properly be approached. To place prefumption againft
_Preltmpiion, affertion againtt aflertion, is a modc of eppofition that has no
etfect; ‘amd therefore the more cligible method was, to fhew that the de-
claration docs not correfpond with the natural progrels of the inind, and the
influence it has upon our conduét.—I (heli now quit this-past, and proceed”
to what I have before ftated, nameiy, that it is not {o propeiiy the matives
which produced the alliance, as the confequences to be pioduced from it,
that mark out the field of philofophical refl-&ions.

hu 15 an obfervatian I have alrcady made in fome furmer publication, that
the circle of civilization is yet incomplete. A muiuality of wants have

formed the individuals of cach couatry 1nto 2 kiud of national fociety ; and
hera
K
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here the progrefs of civiljzation has flopt.  For it is eafly to fce, that nations
with regard to each other (notwithftanding the idcal civil law, which every
one explains as it fuits him) are likc individuals in a flate of nature. They
are regulated by no fixt principle, governed by no compullive law, and each
dors independently what it pleafes, or what it can.

Were it poflible we could have known the world when in a flate of bar-
barifm, we might have concluded, that it never could be brought into the
order we now fce.it. The untamed mind was then as hard, if not harder
to work upon in its individual- ftate, than the national mind is in its prefent
one, Yet we have fren the accomplifhment of the one, why then fhould
we doubt that of the other ? !

There is a greater fitnefs in mankind to extend and complete the civili
zation of nations with each other at this day, than there was to begin it with
the unconzneéted individuals at fivlt; in the fame manner that it 1s fomewhat
caficr to put together the materials of a machine after they are formed, than
it was to form them from original matter. . The prefent condijtion of the
world diftering fo éxceedingly from what it formerly was, has given a new
caft to the mind of man, more than what he appears to be fenfible of. The
wants of the individual, which firft produced the idea of fociety, are now
augmented inte the wants of the natiom, and he is obliged to feck from
another country what before ha fought from the next perfon.

Letters, the tanguc of the world, have in fome mcafure brought all man-
kind acguainted, and, by an cxtenfion of their ufes, are every day promoting
fome new friendfhip. Through them diftant natiens become capanie of con-
verfation, and lofing by degrees the aukwardnefs of ftrangers, and the mo-
rofenefs of {ufpicion, they learnto know and.underftand cach cther. Science,
the partizan of no country, but the bencficent patronels of all, has liberally
opencd a temple where all may meet.  Her influence on the mind, like the
fun on the chilled carth, has long been preparing it for higher cultivation
and further improvement. The philofopher of one country fees not an
encmy in the philofopher of another:-he takes his feat in the temple ofi
fcience, and afks not who fits behind him. ’

This was not the condition of the barbarian world. . Then the wants of
man were few, and the objefts within his reach. While he could acquire
shefe, he lived in a ftate of individual independence, the confequence of
which was, there were as many nations as perfons, each contending with
the other, teo fecure fomething which he had, or to obtain fomethjng which
he had not. The world had then no bufinefs to follow, no ftudies to ex-
ercife the mind. Their time was divided between {loth and fatigue. Hunt-
ing and war were their chief occupations; fleep and food their. principal

- ‘enjoyments. . .

Now it is otherwife. A change in the mode of life has made it neceffary
to be bufy ; and man finds a thoufand things to do.now which before he
did not. * Inftead of placing his ideas of greatnefs in the rude atchievements
of the favage, he itudics arts, fcience, agriculture, and, commerce, the re~

. fincments of the gentleman, the principles of fociety, and’ the knowledge
of the philofopher. .

Therc are many things which in themfelves are morally neither good nor
bad, but they are produftive of confequences, which are ftrongly marked
with one or other of thele charalters. Thus commerce, though in itfelf 2
moral nullity, has had 2 confidcrable influence in tempering the human
mind. It was thc want of obje@s in the ancient world, which occafioned
in them fuch a rude and perpetual tyrn for war., Their time hung upon
their hands without the means of employment. The indolence they lived
in afforded leifure for miichicf, and being all idle at once, and cqual in

.their circumftances, they were eafily provoked or induced.to attion.. |
. But the introdottion of commeixe furnifhed the world with objetts, which
in their extent, reach every man, and give him fomething to .think about
and fomcthing to do; by thefe his attention his mechanically drawn from
the puxfux‘.§ which @ ftate of indolence and au unemployed mind oc:&:i\fmncdd,b
' ‘an
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and he trades with the fame countries, which former ages, tempted by
their produétions, and too indolent to purchafe them, would have goue to
war with, . K

_ Thus, as I have already obfcrved, the condition of the world heing ma-
terially changed by the influence of {cience and commerce, it is put mto a
fitnef(s not only to admit of, but to defire an extenfion of civilization.  The
principal and almoft only remaining encmy it now has to encounter, is pre-
Judice ; for it is evidently the intereft of mankind to agree and make the beft
of life, The world has undergone its divifions of empirc, the feveral bound-
arics of which are known and fettled. The idea of conquering countrics,
like the Greeks and Romans, does not new cxift; and expericnce has ex-
ploded the notion of going to war for the {ake of profit. In fhort, the ob-
jelts for war are exceedingly diminithed, and there is now left {carcely
any thing te quarrel about, but what arifes from that dcmon of focicty, pre-
judice, and the confequent fullenncls and untraétablenc(s of the temper.

There is fomething exceedingly curious in the confiitution and operation
of prcjudice. It has the fingular ability of accommodating itelf to all the

oflible varietics of the human mind. Some paffions and vices are but thinly
cattered among mankind, and find ealy here and there a fitne{s of revepiion.
But precjudice, like the fpider, makes every where its home, It Las neia
ther (tajte nor choice of place, and all that it rcquives is raom. There is
fcarcely a fituation, except firc or watcr, in whica a {pid-r will not Jive,
S0, let the mind be as naked as the walls of an cmipty and forfaken tene-
ment, gloomy as a dungeon, or ornamented with the richett abiliies of
thinking ; Iet it be hot, cold, dark, orlight, loncly or inhaluwcd, fill pre~
judice, 1f undifturbed, will fill it with cobwcbs, and live, like the fpider,
where there feems nothing to live on.  If the one prepares her fund by
poifoning it to her palate and her ufe, the other docs the fame; and as fe-
veral of our paffious arc firongly charaétered by the animal world, preju-
d:ce may be denominated the {pider of the mind.

Perhaps no two events ever united fo intimately and forceably to combat
and expel prejudice, s the Revolytion .of America, and the Alliance-with
Frunce. Ther efiells are felt, and their influence alrcudy extends as well
to the old world as the new.  Our ftyle and manner of thinking have un-
dergonce a revolution, more extraordinary than the political revolution of the
country. We fee with other eyes; we hear with other ears; and think with
other thoughts, than thofe we furmerly ufed. We can lookiback on our
own prejudices, as if they had beem the prejudices of other people. We
now fee¢ and know they were prejudices, and nathing elfe; and relieved
from their fhackles, cnjoy a freedom of mind we felt not before. It wes
not all the argument, however powerful, nor all the reafoning, however
clegut, that could have produced this change, fo neceflary to the cxtenfion
ot e wind and the cordiality ot the world, without the two circumftances
ot the Revolution and the Abitanwce, !

Had America dropt quietly from Britain, no material change in fentiment
had taken place. The fame notions, prejudices, and conceits, would have
governed in both countrics, as govenied themn before; and, #3111 the flaves: |
of error and education, they would have travelled on in the beaten tiat of
vulgar and hubitual thinking.” But broughi about by the incans it has been,
boih with regard to ourlelves, to France, and to England, every coracer of

the mind is {wept of its cobwcels, poifon, and duft, and madc fit for the
1eccpuon ot general happinefs, -

Perhaps there never was an alliance on a broader balis, than that between

JAmerica and France, and the progrels of it is worth attending to.  ‘L'he
countrics had been enemics, not prop.iy of themielves, but through the
médium of England. Thry, origincily, kad no quarrel with each other,
nor any caute for one, but wnat urof: frowy the inicreft of Engiand, and her
artning America azainft France. At the fame time, the Amecricans, at a
diftace from and unecpuinted witn'the world, and tutored inall the pre~
Judices which goveruod tavle wio governed them, conceived it tucic duty tén;
a
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act as they were taught. In doing this théy expended their fubftance te
niake conquelts, not tor themielves but for their mafters, who in return,
treated them as flaves.

A long fucceffion of infolent {everity, and the feparation finally occafioned
by the commencement of hoftilitics at Lexington, on the 1gth of April, 1775,
naturally produced a new difpofition of thinking. As the mind clofed itfelf
towards England, it opencd itfelf towards the world ; and our prejudices,
tike our oppreffions, underwent, though lefs obizrved,’a mental examina-
tion ; unti} we found the former as inconfittent with reafon and benevolence,
as'the latter were rcpugnant to our civil and political rights.

While we were thus advancing by degrees into the wide ficld of extended
humamty, the aHiance with France was conciudeds an alliance not formed
for the mere purpofe of a day, but on jult and generous grounds, and with
equal and mutual advantages ; and the eafy attettionate manner in whichthe

arties have fince communicated, has made it an alliance, not of courts. only,
gut of countries. Therc is now an union of mind as well as ofintereit ; and
our hearts, as well as our profperity, cali on us to [upportit. .

The people of England not having experienced tius change, and likewife
no idea of 1t, they were huggini to their bofoms the fame pr?udices we were
tramphng bencath our feet ; and they expetléd to keep a hold upon America,
by that narrownefs of thinking which America difdiined. What they were
yproud of, we defpifed: und this 13 a principal caule why ali their,negocia-
tions, conitrufted on this ground, have failed. We are now really another
Pp-ople, and cannot again go back to ignorance and prejudice.  The mind
once enlighiencd cannot agam become derk,  There isno poflibility, neither
15 there any term to exprefs the fuppofition by, of the mind unknowidg any
thing it alfcady knows; and therctore all aitempts on the part of England,
ﬁ:tcg to the furmer habit of America, and on the expettation of tharr ap-
plying now, wall be like p.:fucding a feeing men to become blind, and a
fenfible one to turn an ideoi.  Tuc hirtt of which 1s unnatural, and the other
ampoflible. ' .

As to the remark which the Abbe makes of the one country being a mo-
navchy and the other a republic; it can have no eileniial incaning.  Forms of
government have nothing to do with treaties.  The tormer are the internal
police of the countrics feverslly; the latter, their exzernal police jmmly:
and {o long as cach porfore s its prr, we have no more right or bulinels to
know how the one or the o her conduc!s 1:s domeftic atiairs, than we have to
enq.ur into the private conccrus of a family.

1\1( had the Abbe refleéted fur o moraent, -he would have feen that courts,
or the governing powcrs of 3l countrics, be therr turiny what they may, are
rclatively republics with each other. 1t is the fuft and true principle of al-
Nancing.  Aatiquity may have givoo precedence, and power will natorally
create importance, but their equal it is never ditputed. It may hkewife
be worthy of remarking, that a niolarch-cal country can fuffer nothing in
ats popular happinefs by allving with « republican ouc; and republican go-
vernments have never been d iuoyed by their external conneétions, but b
Yome internal convullion or contrivance.  France has been in alliance wit!
the rcpublic of Swiilertand for more then two hundred years, and fill
Swilferland retains her origm.! form as eature as if e had allicd with' a re-
ﬁublm like herfelf; theretore this remuX of the Abbe goes to nothing.—

4fides, it is beft that mankind fhould wux. There is ever fometinng to
lcarn, cither of manuwis or punaiple; and it is by a frec communication,
without regard 1o donacltic iaiers, that trici.dfhipiis to be extended, and
prejudicc dudtroyed ail over the woild. -

But, notwithtleadiag the Abbe’s high profeflions in favour of liberty, he
appears fomcuings o forget L, or it b racory is rather the cnld of
hts fancy than of lus ju&)gl\lt‘n!; for in ahwodt tae fane mttant that he cen-
fures b alliance as not ortgia ly or fullicicdy < aleulated Cor tae huppinefs
©: mankind, he, by a figure of 1mplication, accules France tor having acted
{o generoufly ‘wnd umclezvedly s conciuding it % Wiy did they (lays he,
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¢ meaning the Court of France) tie themfelves down by an inconfiderate
“¢ treaty tq conditions with the Congrefs, which they might themfelves
¢ have held in dependence by ample and regular fupplies.”

When an_author undertakes to treat of public happinefs, he ought to be
certain that he does not miftake paffion for right, nor imagination tor prin-
ciple. Principle, like truth, needs no contrivance. It will ever tell its
own tale, and tell it the fame . way. But 'where this is not the cafe, every
page muft be watched, recolle@ed, and compared, like an invented ftory.

I am furprifed at this paffage of the Abbe. It means nothing, or it means
ill; and in-any cale it fhews the great difference between fpeculative and

raltical knowledge. A- treaty, acr.ord‘ing to the Abbe’s language, would

ave neither duration nor affcétion; it might have lafted to the end of the.
war, and then expired with it.—But France, by alling in a ftyle {uperior to
the little politics of narrow thinking, has eftablithed 2 generous fame, and
won the love of a country fhe was before a firanger to.  She had to treat
with a people who thought as nature taught them; and, on her own part,
fhe wifely faw there was no prefent advantage to be obtained by uncqual
terms, which could balance the more lafting ones that might flow from &
kind and generous beginning.

- From this part the Abbe advances nto the fecret tran{a&tions of the twe
Cabinets of Verfailles and Madrid, refpeing the independance of America,
through which I mean not to follow him. It is a circumftance fufficiently
ftriking, without being commented on, that the former union of Americz
with Britain, produced a power, which, in her hands, was becoming dan-.
gerous to the world : and there is no improbability in fuppofing, that had
the latter known as much of the firength of the former before fhe began the
quarrel as fhe has known fince, that inftead of attempting to réduce her to
unconditional fubmiffion, fhe would have propofed to her the conquelt of
Mexico. But from the countries feparately, Spain has nothing'to appre.
hend, though {rom their union, fhe had more to fear than any other power
in Europe. ' ' '

The ;art which I fhall more partigularly confine myfelfto, is that, where-
in the Abbe takes an opportunity of comnplimenting the Britith Miniftry
with high encomiums of admiration, on their rejeéting the offered media-
tion of the Court of Madrid, in 1779. .

1t muft be remembered, that before Spain joined France in the Wy, fhe
undertook the office of a mediator, and made propofals to the Britifh King
and Miniftry fo_exceedingly favourable to their intereft, that had they been
accepted, would have become inconvenient, if not imadmiflible to Atnerica,
Thele propofals were neverthelels rejeéted by the Britifh Cabinct : on which
the Abbe l}:ys,

¢ Itisin'fuch a circumftance asthis, it is in the time when noble pride
s¢ elevates the foul fuperior to 21l terror; when nothing is feen more dread-
« ful tham the fhame of receiving, the law, and when there is no doubt or
¢ hefitation which to chufe, between ruin and difhonour; it is then, that
the greatnefs of a nation-is difplayed. I acknowledge, however, that
¢ men accutomed to judge of things by the event, call great and perilous
¢ refolutions, heroifm or madaefs, according to the good or bad fuccefs
¢ with which they have been attended.  If then I fhould be afked, what is
4+ the name which fhall in years to come be given to the firmnefs which was
# in this moment exhibited by the Englifh, I fhall an{wer, that I do
¢ notknow. But that which it deferves 1 know. I know that the annals
¢ of the world hold out to us but rarely the augult and majeftic fpeftacle of
¢ a nation, which chufes rather to renounce its duration than its glory.”

An this paragraph the goncc}:tion is lofty, and the expreflion elegant ; but
the colourning 15 too high'for the original, and the likenels fails through an
excels of graces. To fit: the powers of thinking and the turn of language ta
the fubjett, fo as to bring out aclear conclufion that fhall hit the.point im
4uettion, and nothing clfe, is the true criterion of writing, But the greater
pazt of the Abbe’s writings {if he will pardon mec the remark) appear to me
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uncentnal, and burthened with variety. They reprefent a beautiful wilders
acfs without paths; in whicly the eye s diverted by every thing, without be~
ing particularly dire€ted to any thing: and in which it is agreeable to be
loit, and difficult to find the way out. .

Before I offer any other remark on the {pirit and compofition of the above-
paflfage, 1 fhall compare it with the circumflance it alliudes to.

The circumitance, then, does net deferve the enecomium.  The rejetion:
was not prompted by her fortitude, but her vanity. She did not view it asa
cafe of defpair, oreven of extreme danger, and confequently the determina-
tion to renounce her duration rather than her glory, cannot apply to the con-
dition of her mind. She had then high cxpcgatiom:of fubjugating America,
and had no other naval force againft her than France ; neither was the cer-
tain that rejeéting the mediation or Spain would combine that power with
France. New mediations might arife more favourable thaa thofe fhe had
refuled.  But if they fhould not, and Spain fhould join, fhe ftill faw that it
would only bring out her naval force againft France and Spain, which was
wanted am{ycould not be employcd againit America ; and habits of thinking
had taught her to belicve herfelffuperior to both.

But in aay cafe to which the confequences might point, there was nothing
o imprels her with the idea of renouncing her duration. It is not the policy
of Europe to fuffer the extinétion of any power, but only tolop off, or pre-
vent its dangerous encreale.  She was likewife freed by fitwation from the in- .
terual and 1mmediate horrors of invalion; was rolling in diflipation, and.
looking for conquefts; and though fhe- fuffercd nothing but the expence of
war, fhe ftill had a grecdy eye to a magnificent reimburicment.

But if the Abbe1s delighted with high and friking fingularities of chaa.
rafter he might, in Amcrica, have found ample ficjd of encomium. Here.
was a people who could not know what part the world would take for, or.
againft them ; and who were venturing on anuntried fcheme in oppofition to
a power, againtt which more formk{‘abl; nations had failed. They had
rvery thing to learn but the principles which fupported them, and cvery
thing to procure that was neccflary for their detenge.  They have at times
feen themielves as low as diftrefs could make themn, without fhewing the
l=alt flagger in their fortitude; and been raifed again by the moft unexpetied.
events, without difcovering an unmanly difcompofure of joy. To hefitate,
or to defpair arc conditions equally unknown in Amcrica. Her mind was
prepared for every thing ; becaule her original and final refolution of fuc-
ceeding or perifhing, included all poflible circumftances.

The rejettion of the Britith propofitions in the ycar 1778, circumftanced
35 Amecrica was at that time, is a far greater inftance of unjhaken fortitude
than the refufal of the Spanifh mediation by the Court of London: and
other hiftorians befides the Abbe, ftruck with the vaftacfs of her condu@
thereiny have, like himfelf, attributed it to a circumitance which was then
unknown, the alliance with France. Their crror fhewns the idea ofits great
nels; becaufe, in ordcr tg acceunt for it, they have fought a caule fuited to

-1ts magnitude, without knowing that the caufe exilted in the principles of the
cowtry®,

* Extralt from, 4 fhort Review qu the prefent reign,” in England. Page
45, n the New Annual Begifler for the year 1780,

% THE Commiffioners, who, in confequence of Lord North's conciliatory bills,

* wentover fo America, to propofe terms of peace to the colonies, were wholly un-

o puccefsful, The conceffions which formerly would have been received with the

' utmoft gratitude, were rejected with disdain,  Now was the time of American

 pride and haughtinefs. It is probable, however, that it was rot pride ang

* haughtinefs alone that dillated the Resolutions of Congrefs, but a dif-

¢ gmﬁq/lheﬁnc:rit_y of the offers of Britain, adetermination not 2o give up thens

‘¢ independence, and ABOVE ALL, THE ENGAGEMENTS INTO WHICH

4 MAD ENTERED BY THEIR LATE TREATY WITH ka«uﬁ"

. . =
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" But this paffionate encomium of the Abbe is defervedly fubjet to moral
and philofophical obje¢tions. It"is the cffufion of wild thinking, and has a
tendency to prevent that humanity of refleétion which the eriminal condutt
"of Britain enjoins on her as a duty.—It is a laudanum to courtly iniquity.—
It keeps in intoxicated fleep the confcience of a nation ; and more mifchicf
is effefted by wrapping up guilt in fplendid excufe, than by direitly patro-
nizing it. R

Bngta'm is now the only country which holds the warld in difturbance and
war, and inftead of paying compliments to the excefs of her crimes, the Ab-
be would have appeared much more in charaéter, had he put to her, or to
ler monarch, this {erioxs queition—

Arc there nog, mileries enough 'in the world, too difficult to be encount-
ered, and too pointed to be borne, without ftudying to enlarge the Lift, and
anintag it with new deftruétion ? Is Lt fo very long, thatit is ncceffary, nay
even a duty, to fhake the fand, and haften out the period of duration? Is the
path {o elegantly {mooth, fo decked on every fide, and carpeted with jovi,
that wretchednefs is wanted to enrich it as a {01l ? Go, afk thinc aching hezrt,
when forrow from a thoufand caufes wound it, g1, atk thy fickened f{elf
when every medicine fails, whetherthis be the cafe or not?

Quitting my remarks on this head, I proceed toanother, in which the Ab-
be has let Ioofe a vein of ill-nature, and what is ftill worfe, of injuftice.

After caviling at ;hc treaty, he goes on to charaterize the {cveral partics
combined in the war.—* T it poflible,’” fays the Abbe, < thata ftr:&t uni-
* on fhould long fubfift amonglg conlederates of charafter {o vppolite as the
* hafty, light, difdainful Frenchman, the jealous, haughty, fly, flew, cir-
* cumf{peétive Spaniard, and the American, who is fecretly fnatching looks
¢ at the mother country, and would rejoice, were they compatible with his
** independence, at the difaiters of his ailies 2

To draw foolifh _portraits of each other, is a2 mode of attack and reprifal,
which the greater part of mankind are fond of indulging. The ferious phie
lofopher fhould be above it, more efpecially in cafes from which no poflible
good can arifc, and mifchief may, and where no rcceived provocation can
palliate the offence.—The Abbe might have invrnted a diffrrence of charaét-
er for cvery counrty in the world, and they in return might find others for
him, till in the war of wit all real charaéter is loft. -The pleafuntry of one
nation, or the gravity of anotifer may, by a litle penciling, b= diftorted into
whimfical features, and the painter become as much laughed at as the
painting, ,

But why did not the Abbe look a little deeper, and bring forth the excel-
lencies of the feveral parties 7 Why did he not dwell with pleafure on that
greatnels of charaller, that [uperiority of heart, which has marked the con-
du& of France in her conquelts, and which has forced an acknowledgment
even from Britain,

There is one line, at leaft (and many others might be difcovered) in which
the confederates unite, which is, that of a rival eminence in their treatment
of their enemies. Spain, in her conqueft of Minorca and the Bahama Iflands,
confirms this remark. America has been invariable in her lenity from the
beginning of the war, notwithitanding the high provocations fhe has experi-
enced ? It is England only who has been infolent and crucl. )

But why muit Aunerica be charged with a crime undefcrved by her con-
duét, more fo by her principles, and which, ifa fa&t would be fatal to her
honour? 1 meau that of want of attachment to her ailies, or rejoicing in their
difaiters.  She, 1t is true, has been affiduons in fhewing to the world that
fhe was not the aggreflor towards England; that her quarrel was not of her
feeking, or, at that time, cven of her withing. But to draw inferences from
her jultification, to ftab her charaéter by, and I fee nathing elfe from which
they cun be {uppoled to be drawn, is, unkind aad unjuft,

Ca Does
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Does her reje@ion of the Britifh propofitions in 1778, before fhe knew’ of
any alliance with France, correfpond with the Abbe's defcription of her
wmind ? Does a fingle inftance of her conduét fince that time juftify it 2-—But
there is a flill better evidence to apply to, which is, that of all the mails
‘which at different times have been way-laid on the road, in divers parts of
America, and taken and carried into New-York, and from which the mofk
fecret and confidential private letters, as well as thofe from authority, have
‘been publithed, not onc of them, I repeat it, not a fingle one of them, gives
countenance to fuch a charge. )

This is not a country where men are under government reftraint in {peak-
ing ; and if there is any kind of refiraint, it arifes from a fear of popular re-
fontment.  Now, - if nothing in her private or public correfpondence favours
fuch a fuggeftion, and if the gencral difpofition of the country is fuch as to
make it unfafe for a man to fhew an appcearance of joy at any difafter to her
ally; on what grounds, Lalk, can the accufation fland ? What company the
Abbe may have kept in France, we cannot know ; but this we know, that
the account he gives does not apply to America,

Had the Abbe been in America at the time the news arrived of the difafter
of the flcet under Count de Grafle, in the Weit-Indies, he would have feen
his vaft miftoke. Ncither do 1 remember any inftance, except the lofs of
Charleftown, in which the public mind fuffered more fevere and pungent
€oncern, of underwent more agitations of hope and apprehenfion, as to the
truth or falfehood of the report.” Had the lofs been all our own, it could not
have had a deeper effedt, yet it was not one of thefe cafes which reached te
the independence of America, .

In the geographical account which the' Abbe gives of the Thirteen States;
he is fo exceedingly erroneous, that to atiempt a particular refutation, would
exceed the limits 1 have preferibed tom fclE And as it is a matter neither

olitical, hifterical, nor {entimental, an which can always be contradifted
Ey the-extent and natural circum{tances of the country, [ thall paisit over}
with this additional remark, that I never yet faw an European defoription of
America that was true, neither can any perfon gain a juil idea of it, but by
coming to 1it,

 Though 1 have already extended this letter beyond what 1 at firft propofed,
1 am, neverthelefs, obliged to omit many obfervations, I originally defigned
to have made. I wifh there had been no occafion for making any. But the
wrong ideas which the Abbe’s work had a tendency to excite, and the pre-
judicial impreffions they might make, muft be an apology for my remarks,
and the freedom with which they are done.

1 obferve the Abbe has made a fort of epitome of a confiderable part of the
pamphlet Common SeNsE, and introduced it in that form into his publis
cation. But there are other places where the Abbe has borrowed freely from
the fame pamphlet, without acknowledging it. The difference between fo-
ciety and government, with which the pamphlet opens, is taken from it, and
in fome expreflions aimof literally, into the Abbe’s work, as if originally
his ewn; and through the whole of the Abbe’s remarks on this head,. the
idea in Common Senle is {o clofely copied and purfued, that the difference
s only in words, and in the arrangement of the thoughts, and not in the
thoughts themficlves *.

But as it i1s time I fhould come to a conclufion of my letter, I fhall forbear
al} further obfervations on the Abbe’s work, and take a concife view of the
ftate of public affairs, fince the time i1r which that performance was publifhed.

* CommonN SENSE. Azsx Raynar, -

“ Some writers have o confounded ¢ Care muft be taken not to eon.
fociety with government, as to leave found together fociety with governe
Little or no duftinétion between them; ment. That they may be known dif-
whereas they are not only ditercut, tinétly, their ongin fhould be confie
but have disdcreat origins, dered,

Socicey
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A mind habituated toadtions of meannefs and injultice, commi‘s them with-
out refle@tion, or with a very partial onc; for on what other ground than this,
"can we account for the declaration of war againit the Dutch? To gain.an
idea of the politics which aétnated the Britifh Miniftry to this meafure, we
muft enter into the opinion which they, and the Englith in gencral, ha'd
formed of the tempér of the Dutch nation ; and from thence infer what their
expr&tation of the confequences would be.

Could they have imagined that Holland would have fcrinuﬂ?' made a com-
mon caufc with France, Spatn, and America, the Britifh Miniftry would ne-
ver have dared to provoke themi. It would have been a madnefs in politics
to have done {o; pnlefs their views were to halten on a period of fuch em-
phatic dittrels, as (hould juftify the conceflions which they faw they mult
one day or other make to the world, and for which they wanted an apology
ta themfclves.—Therc is a temper in forne men which fecks a pretence for

.fubmiflion. Likea fhip difabled i aflion, and unfitted to continue it, it
waits the approach of  [lill larger one to ftrike to, and feels relicf at the op-
-portanity. Whether this is greatuefs or littienefs of mind, I am not enquir-
ing snto. I fhould fuppofc it tc be the latter, becaufe it proceeds from the

want of knowing how to bear misfortuae in its original tate. .
But the fubfuzucnt condutt of the Britith cabinet has fhewn that this was
not their plan of politics, and confequently their motives mufibe fought for

m another line,

The truth is, that ¢he Britith lnd formed a very humblc opinioh of the

Dutch nation,

Lommox SensE.

** Society is produced by our wants,
and governments by our wickednefs;
the former promotes our happinefs
pofitively, by uniting our affeétions ;
the lawter uegatively, by rcitraining
our vices,”

They looked on them as a people who would fubmit to any
thing ; that they might infult them as they hkeg
+ fed, “and {till the Dutch dared not be proveked.

» plunder them as they plea-
If

Anar Raynar.
¢ Socicty originates in the wants
of men, government in their vices.
Sacicty tends always to good; go-
vernmeni casht always to tend to the
repredling o coil.”

In the following paragraphs there is Iefs Ghenefs in the Linguage, bat the ideas in
the one wr ¢ ewidently copied from the othes .

“ In order to gain a clear and juft
idea of the defign and end of govern-
meat, let us Tuppole a fmall number
of perfons mecting in fone lequef:
tered part of the carth duconnected
with the reft; they will then repre-
fent the peo iing of any country or
of the world. In this tfate of patu-
ral liberty, focicty will be wur firft
thought. ~ A thouland motives will
excite them thereto.  The ttrength of
one man is fo unequal to his wants,
and his mind fo unfitted for perpetual
{olitude, that he is foon obliged to
feek afilance of another, who, in
his turn, requires the fame.  Four or
five united would be able to raife a
tolerable dweliing in the midit of a
wildernefs; but gne man might la-
bour out the common period of life,
without accomplifhing any thing;
when he had telled his timbgr he

¢ Man, thrown as it were by
chance upon the globe, furrounded
by all the evils of nature, obligid
continually to defend and proteet fus
Iife againit the ftorms and tempeits
of the air, againft the inundations of
water, againit the fire of volcanors,
againlt the intemperance of {rig)
ad torrid zones, againdt the ferihiey
of the eayth, which rcfufs him ali-
imcnt, or its baneful tecundity, which
makes poifon {pring up beneath his
feet; in {hort, againit the claws w
tecth of favage beafts, who difput.
with him his habitation and his proy,
and attacking his p-rion, fecm ic-
{olved to vender themflelves rulers of
this globe, of; which he thinks hir:.
fclf to be the malter. Man, in thus
ftate, alone and abandonced to hirm-
foif, could do notling tor his prefirs
vatioa. It vz ureetlary,y therefore,
: i

1
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If this be taken as the opinion of the Britifh cabinet, the meafure is eafily
accounted for, becaufe it goes on the fuppofition, that when, by.a declaration
of hoflilitics, they had robbed the Dutch of fome milliohs ferling, (and to
¥ob them was popular) they could make peace with them again whenever
they pleafed, and on almoft any terms the Britifh miniftry fhould propofe.
And no fooner was the plundering committed, than the accommodation was
fet on foot, and failed. o

When once the mind lofes the fenfe of its own dignity, it lofes, likewife,
the ability of judging of it in another. And the Ameritan war has thrown
Britain into {uch a variety of abfurd fituations, that arguing from herfeif, the
fees not in what conduft natienal dignity confifts in other countries. From
Holland fhe expefted duplicity and fubmiflion, and this miftake from her
having aéted in a number of inftances during the prefent war, the fame cha-
rater heefelf, .

‘Yo be allied to, or conneted with Britain, {eems to be an unfafe and im-
politic fituation. Holland and America are inftances of the reality of this
rcmark. Make thofe countries the allics of France or Spain, and Britain
will court them with civility, and treat them with refpe€t; make them her
own allics, and fhe will infult and plunder them. 1In the firft cafe, fhe feels
fome apprehenfions at offending them, becaufe they have fupport at hand 5

"in the latter, thofe apprehenfions do not exift. Such, however, bas hitherto
been her conduét. :

Another meafure which has taken place fince the publication of the Abbe’s
work, and likewife fince the time of my beginning this letter, is the change
in the Britith Miniftry, What line the new cabinct will puyfue refpeéting
America, is at this time unknown; neither is it very material, unlefs they

are (eriouﬂJl difpofed to a general and honourable peace.

Repeate

CommoN ScNsE.

could not remove it, nor erc& it af-
ter it was removed ; hunger, in the
mean time, would urge him from his
work, and every ditterent want call
him a different way. Dilcafe, nay
even misfortune, would be death’;
for though neither might be imme-
diately mortal, yet either of them
would difable him from living, and
yeduce him to a_ftate in which he
might rather be faid to perifh than to
dic.—Thus neceflity, like a gravitate
ing power, would form our newly
arnived emigrants into fociety, the
reciprocal bleflings of which would
fuperfede and render the obligations
ot law and government unncceflary,
while they remained perfeétly juft
to cach other. But as nothing but
heaven is impregnable to vice, it will
unavoidably happen, that in pro-
portion as they furmount the firft
difficultics of emigration which bound
them together in a common caufe,
ti:ey will begin to relax in their duty
and attachment to cach other, and
this remifThels will point out the ne
eflity of citablithing fome form of
el virlue,”?

A experience has thewn, not onll the impratticability of conquer-
ing Amecrica, but the ftill higher impoffi

ility of conquering her mind, or
Asse Raywnar.

that he {hould unite himfelf, and af-
fociate with his like, in order to
bring together their ftrength and in-
telligence in common ftock. It is
by this union that he has triumphed
over {o many evils, that he has
fafhioncd this globe to his ufe, re-
ftrained the rivers, fubjugated the
{cas, infured his fubfiftence, conquer-
cd a part of the animals in obhiging
themn to {erve him, and driven others
far from his empire to the depth of
deferts or of woods, where their
number diminifhes from age to age.
‘What a man alone would not have
been able to effcét, men have execu-
ted in,concert; and altogether they
preferve their work.—Such is the
origin, fuch the advantages, and the
end of fociety.—Government owes
its birth to the neceflity of prevent-
ing and reprefling the injuries which
the aflociated individuals had to fear
from one another, It is the centinel
who watches, in order that the com-
mon labouss be not difturbed.””

recalling
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recalling her back to her former condition of thinking. Since the com-
mencement of the war; which is now approaching to cight years, thoufands
and tens of thoufands have advanced, and are daily advancing into the firft
ftage of manhood; who know nothing of Britain but as a barbarous encmy,
and to whom the independance of America apprars as much the natural
and eftablithed government of the country, as that of England docs to an
Englifhman. © And on the other hand, thoufands of the aged, who had Bri-
tith idcas, have dropped and are daily dropping, from the ftage of bulinefs
and life.—The natural progrefs of generation and decay operates every hour
to the difadvantage of Britain. Time and death, hard enemies to contend
with, fight conftantly againft her intereft ; and the bills of mortality, in cvery
part of America, are the thermometers of her decline.* The children in the
itreets are from their cradle bred to ‘confider her as their only foe. They
hear of her cruelties : of their fathers, uncles, and kindred killed; they fee
the remains of burnt and deftroyed houfes, and the common tradition of the
{choo! they go to, tells them, thofe things were done by the Britifh.

Thele are circumftances which themere Englifh ftate politician, who con=~
fiders man only in a flatc of manhown, docs not atiend to.  He gets entang-
Ied with phrties coeval or equal with himfelf at home, and thinks not how
faft the rifmg generation in America is growing beyond his knowledge of
them, or thei ofhim. Ina few years all perfonal rélembrance will be loit,
and who is king’ or minifter in England, will be but little known, and
fearcely enquired after, ’

The new Britith adminiftration is compofed of perfons who have ever
becn againft the war, and who have conftantly reprobated all the violent
meafures of the former one. They confidercd the American war as deftruc:
tive to-themfelves, and oppofed it on that ground. But what are thefe
things to America? She has nothing to do with Englifh parties. The ins
and outs are nothing to her. It is the whole country fhe 15 at war with, or
wmuft beat peace with.

Were every minifter in England a Chatham, it would now weigh little or
nothing in the fcale of American politics. Death has preferved tothe memo-
ry af this ftatesman that fume, which he by living, would have loft. His
plans and opinions, towards the latter part of his ife, would have been at-
tended with as many evil confequences, and as much reprobated here; bs
thofe of Lord North; and confidering him a wife man, they abound with
inconfiftencics amounting to abfurditics.

1t has apparently been the fault of many in the late minority, to fuppofe
that. America would agree to certain terms with them, werc they in place,
which fhe would not ever liften to from the then adminiftration. ~This idca
can anfwer no other purpofe than to prolong the war; and Britain may, at
the expence of many more millions, learn the tatality of {uch miftakes.” 1f
the new minifiry wifely avoid this hopelefs policy, they will prove them-
{elves better pilots, am{ wifer men than they are conceived to be; foritis
cvery day expeélted to fec their bark firike upon {fome hidden rock, and go
to pieccs, '

But thereis a line in which they may be great. A more brilliant opening
meeds not to prefent itfelf ; and it is fuch a one, as true magnanimity would
improve, and humanity rejoice in. b .

A rotal reformation is wanted in England. She wants an expanded mind,
—an heart which embraces the univerfe. Inftead of fhutting herfelf up inan
ifland, and quarrelling with the world, fhe would derive more lafting hap-
pincfs, and acquire more real riches by generouflly mixing withit, 'and
bravely faying, I am the enemy of none. It is not now the time for little
contrivances, or artful politics,” The European world is too cxpenenccd_ to
be impofed upon, and America too wileto be duped. It muft be fomething
new and matterly that muft fuccced. The idea of feducing America from

“her independence, or of corrupting her from her alliance is a thought too lit

tle'for a great mind, and impofible for any honeft onc to atiempt. th':;
(&
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ever politics are applied to dcbauch mankind from their integrity, and
diffolve the virtues of human nature, they become deteftable, and (o bea
ftatefman upon this plan, is to be a commiflioned villain. He who aimsat it,
leaves a vacancy in his charatter, which may be filled up with the worit of
epithets, .
Plf the difpofition of England fhould be fuch, as not to agree to a general
and honourable peace, and that the war muft at all events, centiaue longer,
1 eannot htlp withing that the alliances which America has or may enter in-
1o, may become the only objcéls of the war. She_ wants an -opportunity
of fhewing to the world, that the holds her honour as dear and facred as her
indcpendence, and that fhe will in no fituation forfake thofe, wham no ne-
ociations could induce to forfuke her.  Peace to every refle€tive mind is a
efirable object ; but that pcace which is accompanied witha ruined cha-
rafler; becomes a erime to the feducer, and a curfe upon the feduced.

But wherc is the impoffibility, or even the great difficulty of England
forming a friendfhip with France and Spain, and making it a national vir-
tue to renounce for ever thofe prejudiced inveteracies it has been her cuftom
to cherifh ; and which, while they iclic to fink her with an increaling enor-
mity of debt, by involving her in fruitlefs wars, become likewife the bane
of her repofe, and the deftrution of Ner manners. We had once the fetters
that fhe has now, but experience bas fhewn us the miftake, and thinking
juflly has fot the matter right.

The trucidea of a gfeat nation is that, which extends and promotes the

rinciples of univerfa} fociety.  Whofe mind rifes above the Atmofpheres of
ocal thoughts, aid confiders mankind, of whatever nation or profeilion they
may be, as the work of onc Creator.  The rage for conquett has had its fa-,
fhion and its day. Why may not the amiable virtues have the fome ? The
Alexanders and Cafurs of antiquity, have left behind them their monu-
ments of deftr&ion, and are remembered with hatred ; while thofe more
exalted charafters, who hrft taught fociety and icience, are bicft with the -
gratitude of cvery age and country. Of more ufe was one philolopher,
lhp{;g‘;‘: a hcathen, to the world, than all the heathen conquerors thut ever
exifted,

Should the prefent revolution be diftinguithed by opening a new fyftem of
extended civilization, it will receive from heaven the ighcft cvidence ef
approbation; and as this is a_fubje@ to which the Abbe’s powers are fo
eminently Tiited, I recommend it to his attention, with the affe€ion of a
friend and the ardour of an univerfal ciizen.

POSTSCRIPT.

SL\ICE clofing the foregoing tetter tome intimations refpeling a general

peace, have made their way to America. On what authority or foun-
dation they ftand, or how near or remote fuch an event may be, are circum.
fances 1am not enquiring into.  But as'the fubje@t mutt fooner or later, be-
comc a matter of {crious attention, it may not be imprup‘er even al’lhis
early period,*candidly to invethigate fome points that arc &:ounl:(:tcd with it
or lead towards it. R !
‘The independence of America is at this moment as firmly cflablithed 2s
thatof any other country in a ftatc of war. It is not length of time, Hut
power that gives flability.  Nutions at war know nothing of cach oth’er on
he feore of untiqtqi;y. 1t is their prefent and immcdiate?tren-rlh, together
with their conncélions, that muft fupport thein, To which we may add,
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that 2 1ight which originated to-day, is as much a right, as if it had the
{an&ion of a thonfand years; and therefore the independence and prefent go-
vernment of America are in no morc danger of being fubvcerted, becaufe
they are modern, than that of England is fecure becaufe it is ancient.

The politics of Britain, fo far as they refpeéted America, were originally
conceived in idiotifm, and ated in madnefs. There is not 2 ftep which bears
the fmalleft trace of rationality. In her management of the war, fhe has la-
boured to be wretched, and fiudicd to be hated; and in all her former pros
pofitions for accommodation, fhe has difcovered a total ignorance of man-
kind, and of thofe natural and unalterable fenfations by which they are fo
generally governed. How fhe may conduét herfelf in the prefent or future
bufinefs of negotiating e peace is yet to be proved. .

He is a weak politician who does not underftand human nature, and pene-
trate into the effe€ which meafures of government will have upon the mind.
All the mifcarriages of Britain have arifen from this defeét.  The former
Miniftry alted as if they fuppofed mankind to be without a mind; and the
prefent Miniftry, as if America was without a memory. The one muft have
fuppofed we were incapable of feeling; and the other that we could not re-
member injuries,

There is likewife another line in which politicians miftake, which is that
of not rightly caleulating, or rather of misjudging, the confequence which
any given circumitance will produce, Nothing is more frequent, as well in
eommon as in political life, than to hear people complain, that fuch and fuch
means produced an event direétly contrary to their intentions. But the fault
lies in their not judging rightly what the event would be; for the means
produced eonly its proper ang natural confequence.

It is very probable, that in atreaty for peace, Britain will contend for
fome poft or other in North America; perhaps Canada or Halifax, or both :
and I'infer this from the known deficiency of her politics, which have ever

made ufe of mcans, whofe natural event was againit both her intercft and
er expeftation. But the queftion with her ought to be, Whether it is worth
her while to hold them, and what will be the confequence ?

Refpetting Canada, one or other of the'two following will take place, viz.
If Canada fhould people, it will revolt, and if it do net people, it will not
be worth the expence of holding.  And the fame may be {aid of Halifax,
and the country round it. But Canada never will people; neither is there
any ocaalion for contrivances on one fide or the, other, for nature alone will
do the whole.

Britain may put herfelf to great expences in fending fettlers to Canada;
but the defcendants of thofe fettlers will be Americans, as other defcendants
have been’before them. They will look round and fee the ncighbouring
States fovereign and free, refpeted abroad, and trading at large with the
world ; and the natural love of liberty, the advantages of commerce, the blef-
fings of independence and of a happier climate, and a richer loil, will draw
them fouthward, and the effe& wxlr be, that Britain will fuftain the expeace,
and Amcrica reap the advantage.

One would think that the experience which Britain has had of America,
would entirely ficken her of ail thoughts of continental colonization ; and
ang part which fhe might retain, will only become to her a ficld of jealoufly
an thoyns, of debate and contention, for ever ftruggiing for privileges, and
meditating revolt. She may form new fettlements, but they will be for us;
they will become part of the United States of America; and that againft all
her contrivances to prevent it, or without any endeavours of ours to promote
it, In the firft place, fhe cannot draw from them a revenue until they are
able to pay one, and when they are fo, they will be above fubjettion. Men
foon become attached to the {01l they live upon, and ingorporated with the
profperity of the place; and'it fignifies but little what opinions they come
over with, for time, .intereft, and ncw conneétions, will render them oblo-
lete, and the pext generations know nothing of them,

Were Britain trulv wile fhe would lav hold of the vrefent ovportunity to
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difentangle herfclf from all continental embarraffments in North Ameriea,
and that not only ta avoid future broils and troubles, but to fave expences.
¥or to fpeak explicitly on the matter, 1 would not, were ! an Earopean
power, nave Canada, under the conditians that Britain muft rctain it, could
it be given me. It is one of thofe kind of dominions that is, and ever wiil
‘be, a conftant charge upon any foreign holder. )

As to Halifax, it will become ufelefs to England after the prefent war, and
the lofs of the United States. - A harbour, when the dominion is gonc, for
the purpofe of which only it was wantcd, can be attended only with expence.
There are, 1 doubt not, thoufsnds of people in England, who fuppofe, that
thofe places are a profit to the nation, whereas they are direétly the eontrary,
and inftead of producing any revenue, 2 confiderabldtpart of the revenuc of
England is annpally drawn off, to {upport the expences of holding them.

Gibraltag is another inflance of nauonal ill-poficy. A polt which 1n time
of peace is not wantcd, and in time of war is of no ufe, muit at all times be
ulclefs.  Inftead of affgrding proteflion to a navy, it requires the aid of
one to maintain it. And to {uppofc that Gibraltar commands the Mediter-
rancan, or the pals into it, or the trade of it, is to {uppofe a deteted falfe-
hood ; becaufe, though Britain holds the poft, fhe has loft the othrer three,
and every benefit fhe expeled from it. Acd te fay that all this happens
becaufe 1t s beficged by land and water, is to fay nothing, for this will
always be the cale 1 time of war, while France and Spain keep up fuperior
ﬂcets, and Britain holds the place, So that, thuugh as an unpeneirable
inaceeflible rock, it may be held by the one, it is always in the power of the
other to render 1t ufelefs and exceffively chargeable,

I fhould fuppofe that one of the principal objeéts of S‘ﬁain in befieging 1t,

“is to fhow to Britain, that though {he may not take it, fhe can comnrand ir,
that is, fhe can fhut it up, and prevent its being ufed as a harbeur, thongh
not as a garrifon. But the fhort way to reduce Gibraltar, is to attack the
Britifh flect ; for Gibraltar is as dcpendant on a fleet for fupport, as a bird
is on its wing for food, and when wounded there it flarves. -

There is another circumitance which the people of England have aot onl
aitended to, but fecm to be utterly ignorant of, and that is, the dif-
ference between permameat power, and accidental power, confidered ina
national fenle. .

By permancnt power, I mean, a natural inherent, and perpetual ability
in a nation, which, though always in being, may not'be always in aftion,
or not always advantageoufly direted ; and by accidental powcr,.l mean,
a fortumate or accidental difpofition or exercife of national fireugth, in whole
or in part, . .

There undoubtedly was a time when any one Europcan nation, with only
eight or ten fhips of war, equal to the prefent thips of the line, could have
carried terror to all others, who had not began to build a navy, however
great their natural ability might be for that purpofe: but this can be con.
fidered only as accidental, and not as 2 ftandard to compare permanent
power by, and could Iaft no longer than until thofc powers built as many
or more thips than the former. After this a larger flect was neceflary, in
order to be fuperior; and “a ftill larger would again fuperfedeit.  And thus
mankind have gone on budding fleet upon fleet, as occafion or fituation dic-
tated. And this reduces it to an original qucﬁion, which is : Which power
can build and man the largeft number of (hips ? The natural anfwer to which
is, That power which has the largeft rcvenue, and the greateft number of
inhobitants, provided its {niation of coaft affords futhcient conveniencies.

France being.a nation on the continent of Eurape, and Britain an ifland
in its neighbourhood, each of them derived different ideas from their dife
fert‘n&‘ﬁluations. The inhabitants of Britain could carry on no foreign trade,
nor ftir frowm the fpot they dwelt npen, without the affiltance of thippiag;
but this was not the.cafe with France.  The idea theretore of a navy did nat
wile to Frapce from the fame original and immediate peceflity Whid:ll’ma

yce
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duced itto England. But the qucftion is, that when both of them turn theie
attention, and employ their revenues the fame way, which can be fuperior ¢~

The annwal revenuc of France is ncarly doublc that of England, and her
nwhber of inhabitants nearly twice as many. Each of them has the fame
iength of ground on the Channel ; befides which, France has feveral hun-
dred miles extent on the Bay of Bifcay, and an opening on the Mcditer-
rancan: and every day proves, that praltice and exercile make failors, as
well'as foldiers, in one country as well as another.

If then Britain can mainéain an hundred thips of the line, France can as
well fupport an hundred and fifty, becaufc her revenues 2hd her population
are as equal to the one as thofe of England are tothe other. And the only
reafon why fhe has not done it, is becaule fhe has not till lately attended to
it. But when fhe fees, as the now fees, that a navy is the rft engine of
power, fhe can cafily accomplifh it

England very fallely, and ruinoufly for herfclf, infers, that kecaule fhe
had the advantage of France, while Frunce had a {maller navy, that for thar
reafon it is always to be fo. Whereas it may be clearly feen, that the ftrength
of France has never yet been tried on a navy, and that fhe is able to be as
fuperior to England 1n the extent of a navy, ss fhe is in the cxtent of her re-
venues and her popalation.  And England may lament the day when, by her
infolence and injultice, the provoked in France a maritime difpofition.

It is in the power of the combined fleets to conquer every ifland in the
Welt Indics, and reduce- all che Britith navy in thofe places. For were
France and Spain to fend their whole naval force in Europe to thofe iflands,

<it would not be in the power of Britain to follow them with an equal force.
She would {till be twenty or thirty fhips jnlerior, were fhe to fend every
veflel fhe had ; ard in Lthe mean time all the foreign trade of England would
hay expofed to the Duich. .

It 1s.a maxim, which, I am perfuaded, will ever hold gnod, and more
efprcially in naval operadons, that a great power ought never to move in
detacbments, if it can poflinly be avoided; but to go with its whole forec ta
fome impertant object, the reduétion of which Thail have a decifive effect
upon the war. Had the whole of the French and Spanifh ilcets in Europe
come Jaft fpring to the Welt Indies, every ifland had been their own, Rodney
their prifoner, and his fleet their prize. . From the United States the com-
bined flects<can be fupplied with provifions, without the neceflity of draw=
g them from Europe, which is not the cafe with England.

Accident has thrown fome advantages in the way of England, which,
from the inferiority of her navy, fhe had. not a right to expect.  For though
dhe hasbeen obliged to fly beforethe combined fleets, yet Rodney has twice
had the fortunc to full in with detached {quadrons, to which he was fuperior
in numbers: The firlt off Cape St. Vincent, where hc had nearly two to
one; and the other in the Weft-Indies, where he had a majority of fix thips.
Vittories of this kind almolt produce themfelves.  They are. won without
houour, and fuffercd without difgrace; and are afcribeable to the chance of
meelng, not to the fuperionty of fighting: For the fame Admiral, under
whom they were obtained, wus unable, in threc former engagements, to
make the leaft imprcifion on a fleet confifting of an cqual number of thips
with his own, and compourded for the events by declining the aétions *.

To copclude, 1f it may be faid that Britin has numerous cnemies, it likea,
wife proves that fhe has given numerous offences.  Infolence is fuye to pro-
voke hatrgd, whether in a nation or an individual. The want of manners
in the Britith Court may be feen even in its birth-days and new-years odcs,
which are calculated to infatvatc the vulgar, 2nd difguft the man of refine~
ment; and her former overbearing rudenefs, and infuficrable injulticc on’the
feas, have made every commercial nation her foe. Her flects were employed

* Sece the accounts, either Englifh or French, of the affions in che Weft-Indies
betacen Lount de Guichen, and ddmiral Redney, n 3780,
a8
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as engines of prey ;-and aflted on the furface of the deep the charalter whieh
the fhark does beneath it.——On the other hand, the Combined Powers are
taking a popular part, and will render their reputation immortal, by efta-
blifhing the perfc& frcedom of the ocean, to” which all countries havea
right, and are interefted in accomplifhing. The fea is the world’shighway;
and he who arrogates a prerogative over 1t, tranf{grefles the right, and-juitly
brings on himfelf the chaftifement of nations.

Perhaps it might be of fome fervice to the future tranquillity of mankind,
were an article introduced into the next general peace, that no one nation
fhould, in time of peace, exceed a certain number of fhips of war. -Some-
thing of this kind feems neceflary; for, according to the prefent fafhion,
half the world will get upon the water, and therc a(ppears no end'to the ex-
tent to which navies may be carried. Another reafon is, that navies add
nothing to the manners or morals of 2 people. The fequeftered life which
attends the fervice, prevents the opportunities of fociety, and is too aptto’
accafion 2'coarfencs of ideas and language, and that more in fhips of war
than in commercial employ; becaule 1n the latter they mix more with the
world, and are nearer related toit. 1 mention this remark as a general
ane, and not applied to any onc country more than another.

Britain has now had the trjal of above feven years, with an expence of
nearly a hundred million pounds fterling; and every month in which the
delays to conclude a peace, cofts her another million fterling, over and above
her ordinary expences of government, which are a million more; fo that
her total monthly expence 1s two million pounds fterling, which is equal to
the' whole yearly cxpence of America, all ¢harges included. Judge then
who is beft able to continue it. o

She has hikewife many atoncments to make to an injured world, as well
in one quarter as another, And inftead of purfuing that temper of arro-
gance, which ferves only to fink her in the eficem, and entail an her the
diflike, of all nations, the will do well to reform her manners, retrench her !
expences, live peaccably with her ncighbours, and think of war no mese,

Philadeiphiay Augufl 21, 1782.

“THE END.






