


A 

LET T 'E R 
TO THE 

PEOPLE of ENGLAND, 
ON THE 

NECESSITY of putting an Immediate 

End to the WAR; 

AND 

The MEANS of obtaining an Advantageous 

PEACE. 

Premenda occajilJ.-

LON DON: 
Printed for R.'GRIFFiTHS, oppofite Somerfet- _ 

Houle, in -the Strand. MDCCLX. 





Countrymen a'nd Friends, 

I T is inconceivable, to Slaves of other Nations, 
in what Degree every Individual in this King
dom may ju!l:ly boail: himrelf to have a Share, 

as well in giving Laws to his Country, as in the 
immediate Adminillration of its Government. 

The Sovereign, indeed, makes Choice of his 
Minillers, and the People have their Reprerenta
th'es in Parliament; but neicher, by the Alle
giance they pay the one, nor the Confidence they 
place in the other, do Britons give up this natu
ral Right, to be il:il1 Mail:ers of their own Pro
perties, and Guardians of their own Liberties. 

The recent Experience of a few Years pall: 
may furnifh us with fhiking Inftances, how 
loud the Voice of the People is heard in 
England, both on the Throne and in the Se6 

nate; lnil:ances, that prove the vail: Importance 
of its being diftingui/hed from the impetuous 
Clamour of a faCl:ious Multitude, by its Confor
mity to the more faber DiCl:ates of Rearon and 
Truth. Non omnino temere fit, quod 'Vulgo die
litant. 

It is to you, therefore, my Fellow-Country
men, and not to any of thofe great men, whofe 
Importance depends, in fo eminent a Degree, 
on the Conformity of their Conduct to the Voice 
of the Public, that I conceive it necef[lry to ad

drefs myfelf at this J unCl:ure. 
B Amidft 
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Amidft the Preparations for aCting freth 
Scenes of Slaughter and Defolation, the enfll
ing Campaign, a Peace is fometimes talked of ; 
and we are flattered by many that it is near at 
Hand. God grant it may! A favourable Prof
pect, indeed, prefents itfelf, of obtaining a no 
lefs honourable than lafting one, if we trifle not 
with the prefent Opportunity, and the enemy be, 
as it is furmifed, really defirous of putting an 
immediJte end to the Vv' ar. 

Eut, perhaps, the latter is not fo certain as is 
commonly imagined; and, with refpect to the 
former, I confefs it, I am not without my Fears. 
For I will make no Scruple to declare it of the 
utmoft Confequence to this Nation, that the 
expected Treaty Ihould be haftened, by all the 
prudent Means the moft artful Negotiator can 
fuggeft; and that for us wilfully to run the 
Hazard of unnecdfary Delays, will be as im
politic, as the Confequences may be dangerous. 

In our prefent Circumftances, it might ill 
become us to fue for Peace; but, to offer rea
fonable Terms of Accommodation, and to enter 
readily into every Meafure, conllftent with our 
Honour and Intereft, to facilitate it, may, I 
pre(ume, be, without Difficulty, proved not 
only expedient but neceifary. 

You have, indeed, been frequently told, on 
this Occafion, that you are under no Neceffity 
to have recourfe to the Arts of Negotiation; 
that you are in a Condition to impofe your own 

Terms 
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Terms on the vanqui£hed Enemy; and that, 
in your Circumftances as V ictors, you {hollid 
deliberate at Leifure on a Peace; for no Delay 
can be dangerous. But have thefe notaUe Ad

vifers affured you how long we £hall remain in 
thefe vierorious Circumfrances? Have they 
monopolized the Means of Succefs, and left 
nothing to the future Fortune of \Var? You 
may remember we were 'not always Victors; 
and it would not be improper to refleer, we 
may not always continue fuch. 

As it is not my Defign, however, to indulge 
romantic Hopes and ill grounded ExpeClations 
on the one Hand; fo, on the other, I do not 
. mean to encourage chimerical Sufpicions, or 
intimidate with groundlefs Fears. 1 cannot con
ceive, neverthelefs, that we have any fufficient 
Reafon to prefume the Hand of Providence will 
always continue to be exerted in fo wonderful a 
Manner, as it has lately been, in our Favour. 
As Prefcience is not the Gift of Humanity, it 
is therefore, by the general Experience of paft 
Times, and the common Courfe of Events, that 
we muft regulate our Conduct. 

On the prefent Occalion then, let us calmly 
confider what has contributed to thofe Events, 
that have fo furprifingly elated thi, Nation, and 
deprdfed its Enemies. Let us take an impar
tial View of our difftrent Circum frances at pre
fent, and thence judge by Probability of the 
future. 

B 2 Pcrhap, 
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Perhaps, notwithftanding all the Reafon we 
have had, of late, to be fatisfied with the Mea. 
fures of a wife and prudent Adminif!:ration; 
notwithf!:anding all the iuft Encomiums fo freely 
made on the Conduct of our Commanders, and 
the Intrepidity of our Troops; if Partiality to 

olH[elves were entirely laid afide, we lhould find 
our late Succefs no lefs owing to a providential 
Concurrence of fortunate Circumftances, than 
either to minifterial v·,' ifdom or military Valour. 

In like Manner, were our real Situation duly 
attended to, notwithftanding the Advantages 
we have gained of the Enemy, we iliould, per· 
haps, find liaJe Reafon for Our immoderate 
Triumph. Perhaps alfo, thofe Advantages 
would be found Ids decifive, and the Enemies 
Lo!fes ids irreparable, or at leaft much lefs rui
nous and intolerable, than we now are apt to 
flatter ourfelves they are. 

RefpeCling the Means of our Surcers; it 
would be an invidious Talk to enter minutely 
into Particulars, and might be conftrued into a 
m:.:levolent Defign of depreciating the Merit of 
many, to whofe gallant or prudent Behaviour, 
in their refpeCl:ive Stations, their Country is fo 
greatly indebted. 

But, without difparaging the Conduct of any 
of thofe, who may ha.e deftrved well at [he 
I-Lnds of their FeJ:ow-Countrymen, without 
cafting the leaf!: Soil, by Reflection, on the 
Luitre of their Characters, it may be juftly af. 

ferred 
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{erted that fome of our late Expeditions have 
been ill planned, and worre directed; and that 
the Defign of others, a,s well as the PerLns and 
Means t;mployed to carry them into Execution, 
have been ill adapttd to fuch arduous Enter
prizes. This has been palpable enough, where 
we have been unfuccefsful; as the feveral Blun
ders made on the Coaft of France, and in North 
America, may ingloriouGy te!l:ify. And if, in 
fome others more prudently directed, we have 
been fa happy as to fucceed, has it not rather 
been owing to adventitious Circumftances, and 
the greateft good Fortune in the World, than 
to the Mearures calculated to infure Succefs ? 

I will not infift on our ihameful MiCcarriJge 
at Roch/ort, or foolilh Retreat at St. Cas; the 
Siege of f<.!Jebec, and the Battle of J11in,),'1i are 
our favourite ObjeEts of Triumph. But if our 
Expedition againft the former had not fucceeded, 
(and how great a Chance has it appeared that 
it did not!) might it not, at this Timt', 
have been reprefented as a wrong-hea :ed En
terprize, favouring of ~ixoti{m, and tend
ing onl y to the DeftruEtion of the Ad venturers; 
who were too few, too ill fuppbed, or too ill 
direEted, to carry their Point? Might not the 
projected Affiftance of our A;,,'CriC[!'1 Troops, in 
the Neighbourhood of Cn~·.';-P(ilit, have been 
virulently exploded, as (it indeed appears to 
have been) premature and chimerical? Might 
it not have been efteelT.ed a grors Inflance of 

Ignorance 
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Ignorance or Imprudence in the ProjeEtors of 
fuch an Armament, to have made the moft for
midable Pare of it fuch, as the very Nature 
of the Place would render ufelefs; while, at the 
fame Time, they had fent only a handful of 
brave Men to ()ppofe the whole Force of Cana
da *? Nay, might not hence the whole Defign 
have been condemned, as a futile and infufficient 
Attempt, unadvifedly and foolifhly calculated 
to farrifice our Men and Money, without effec
tually indemnifying ourfelves, or annoying the 
Enemy? 

This might have been done; I may venture 
to affert, it would have been done, and would 
have obtained Credit too, among Thoufands of 
thofe who now attribute to the Wifdom of the 
Adminift:ration, and the Greatnefs of our mili
tary Force, that Succefs, which the late brave 
Man, to whom we owe it, once defpaired of, 
and, urged perhaps by that Motive, to a moft 
defperate Attempt, was himfelf the only Means 
of obtaining, at the Expence of his Life, I fay 
only Means, as it is more than probable, in the 
Circum!1ances the Befiegers then were, that no 

'* By the Nature of the River, the rroft formio:lable Part 
of this Armament is deprived of the Power of acting. yet \. e 
have almoll:' the whole Force of Canada to o:,!",;~,-T'le 
Affain of C,oc·f Pn'ta:'ll. I kno\v, req'lirf! 'i:;or(ul~' i\!\·ct ;'n 'e; ; 
hut thm the COU;-3 SC of:t Hand"ul of b ave Men rho;U be 
exerteJ only where ther~ is lome Hope (f a favo"rab:e }~v.::nt. 

lr,;Cs Letter to S~cretary PITT. 

. other 
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other General in the Service (without the le21l: 
Difparagement to the Bravery of any) would 
have hazarded the Attempt, which crowned 
their Enterprize with Succefs. Nay, pcrhJPs, 
had it not been attended with that Succefs, the 
Attempt itfelf might have been condemned, by 
Men more camious than bold, as rafh and 
imprudent. 

Again, the Battle of Minden was as unpro
vided for as the Victory was unexpected; nay, 
certain it is, th.lt the Commander in chief was 
fo powerfully poffeffed of the Notion that he 
mull: be defeated, if he fhould be forced, at 
that Time, into a Battle, that he could hardly 
credit the Fact, when, by an amazing InLl:ance 
of Valour in the BritiJh Infantry, he faw the 
Enemy beaten out of the Field. 

Is it now from the miraculous Succefs of un
timely and ill-planned Projects; is it from the 
accidental Gain of defperate Battles, into which 
we have been furprized, and wherein Victory 
turned only on the fuperior Bravery of a Hand
ful of Men, that we confider,tly promJfe our
felves Security and future ConqueLl:? It may be 
remembered, the Plains of Fontenoy, as weJJ a~ 
thofe of Minden, have witneffed the Superiority 
of BritiJh Valour, though not with equal Suc
cefs. 

NUiU plui! I et claro nunc Jupiter tel/Nre fulget. 

But, 
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But, leaving this apparently invidious Sub .. 

ject, let us confider what Reafons we may have 
to flatter ourfelves with the Continuation of our 
prefent Superiority in the War, either from our 
own peculiar Abilities to profecute it, or thofe 
which our late Advantages over the Enemy may 
have given us. 

Perhaps, a View of our prefent Circumftances, 
f1:ript of that Glofs and falfe Colouring, which 
recent Succefs has thrown upon the PerfpeCtive, 
will not be plealing. Nay, were it not contrafted 
to fome Advantage by the more cloudy ProfpeCl: 
of the Situation of the Enemy, it were enough 
to make us tremble at our own. 

The Government an hundred Millions in 
Debt, the neceffary Expences of the War in
crealing this immenfe Sum yearly, by additional 
Millions, in what can this monftrous Burthen of 
nation~l Credit end? Will not the enormous 
Weight of fueh a Debt very foon infallib~y erufh 
the Author of its Being? Nay, wh:!t !hall we 
not have to fear on this Account, even though a 
fpeedy Peace iliould enable us to fit down with 
only a few Millions added to the prefent Sum? 

Might we not, in fpeaking on this SubjeCt; 
join heartily with the zealous Patriot, who lately 
expl'effed his A pprehenlions for the Independency 
of the Confiitution, when refletling on that in
finite Dependance on the Crown, that has been 
created by Means of -the national Debt .* ? 

" See a Lct:er to T'1. ... o Gr{at Men, p. 4+ 
Does 
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Does not another Confideration, al(o, as little 

attended to as greatly important, naturally arire, 
when we think on the Numbers of thofe wno 
are fupported ifl Indolence or Luxury, by the 
Intereft of the Funds? Indolence in every 
State is deftructive; and though moderate Luxu
ry (if fuch an Expreffion may be ufed) in Pof
feffors and Cultivators of Land, in Artins, Ma
nufaCturers, &c. may have its Vfe, as it can be 
fupported only by Ingenuity and Induftry, in 
the Cultivation of the mechanical or economical 
Arts; yet nothing can be more pernicious than 
the Luxury of. thofe, who live idly on the La
bour of others. 

There are Men, it is true, fo 1hort-fighted as 
to fuppofe the Confumption of thofe Commo
dities, from which the Government draws its 
Revenues, fo necelfary, that, while the Pro
prietors of Stock [pend their Income at home, 
they conceive them to act the Part of ufeful Ci
tizens, and to be profitable Members to the 
Commonwealth. Did Art or Nature, indeed, 
fo generoufiy reward the Labour of Individuals, 
by [0 plentifully providing them thereby~ with 
the Articles of Convenience or Luxury, as co 
afford befides a Superfluity of thofe Articles for 
others, thefe ufelefs Con!umers might be over
looked as infignificant: But, fince the Caf~ is 
far otherwife, it is evident the whole Tribe of 
Stock-holding Gentry, with their numerous At
tendants, are fupported at the Expenee of the 

C landed 
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landed and laborious Part of the . Nadon; and, 
though made Ure of as the Means of raifing 
the Taxes, inftead of facilitating their Payment, 
add grievoufiy to the Burthen and increafe the 
Difficulty of fupporting it. 

As the Increafe of Taxes, aHo, tends to in
creafe the Number of Stock-holders, fo muft 
the Price of all the Means of Life, and confe
quently of Labour, increafe, till it come to a 
Degree incompatible with the Profperity, or 
even the Being, of many of our ~anufactories. 

It is further a melancholy RefleB:ion to think, 
in how many Inftances the Neceffity of raifing 
fuch vaft Sums as the Exigencies of State re
quire, contributes to promote Idlenefs and De
bauchery, in the lower Claffes of People. It 
may be fufficient here to hint only at the Diftil
Iery; and barely to mention the Cafe of Tipling 
Houfes, the unlimited Number of which are fo 
pernicious to the Morals and Manners of thofe, 
on whom both the VJealth and Strength of the 
Nation ultimately depend. 

Can it be denied that in thefe, as in many 
other Cafes, the moft prudential Maxims of do
meftick Polity have not been difpenfed with, 
under Pretence of the N eceffity of promoting 
the Revenue? Nothing, indeed, can be more 
abfllrd than to imagine the Duties, arifing from 
the Means of Intoxication, Debilitation and 
Riot, more beneficial to a 1: .1(', than Sobriety 

3 and 
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and Regularity of Manners : but while Thoufands 
find their Intereft fointimately connected with 
the increafe of the Revenues, it.is no wonder, 
while fuch a Plea is at Hand, that it 1hould be 
too often made Vfe of, to dangerous Purpofes. 

Waving thefe Confiderations, however, as 
perhaps too general for the prefent Occafion, 
let me afk, if the Weight of this Incumbrance 
is not likely very (oon to affect us too fenfibly, 
in the Means of carrying on the vVar? Can 
it be conceived that the Danger attending our 
immen(e Debr is ftill at too great a Diftance to 
be feared, or provided againll:? May we not 
be faid to have already felt the contrary? Reflect: 
on the mortifying Inftance of the Lofs the Sub
fcribers fuftained laO: Year, in being obliged, 
many of them, to fell out, at almoft Twenty 
per Cent. under Par. Tell me at what Price 
does their Stock ftand now? 

The World may, for awhile, be blinded by 
the {ecret Allowance of Premiums to large 
Subfcribers; but this Method of raifing Money, 
if ever it fhould be practifed, cannot laft long. 
I know Occafion has been taken, from our hav
ing been able to provide fo immenfely for the 
Supplies of another Year, to boaO: that the 
Eke may be done for Years to come *. If it 
be put to the Proof, we 1haU, perhaps, find 

• See Letter to Two Great Men, p. 51. 

C 2 our-
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ourfe!ves greatly miftaken. I h,ope, therefor~, 
we (ball not run the Rifque of fo m{)rtifying 
a Difappointment; which, after our inordinate 
boafting, may fubjeCl: 11~ to the Ridicule of aU 
Europe. 

But, fuppofing we may yet borrow, at the 
Hazard of National Ruin, five or fix Millions 
annually, for fome Time longer; at what rate 
is this Money to be had? It is moft infallibly 
certain that we muft foon .give greater Intereft 
than we have as yet done; and perhaps than 
the Purpofes for which we borrow will enable 
us to pay. 

The Rife of lnterell: was plainly forefeen lail: 
Year; and, though the critical Bankruptcy of 
the French Government gave ours a temporary 
Advantage in their late Subfcription, do we not 
fee the Adventurers already in a fair Way of 
repenting their Bargain? 

Rel1eet on the ordinary Expences of Govern
ment, at the prefent J uneture. From twelve 
to fourteen Millions Sterling annually! What 
an immenfe Sum! It may have been neceffary. 
It may have been well applied. But, for God's 
fake, what pomble Advantages can we think to 
gain, by continuing the War beyond the prefent 
Period, fufficient to indemnify us even in the 
Article only of thefe exorbitant Expences? 

In anfwer to this ~efrion, we are naturaIIy 
led to the more pleafing ProfpeCl: of our Circum
frances, relieved by Contraft with thofe of the 

Enemy. 
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Enemy. On a careful InfpeB:ion, however, 
favourable as it is, even this may be found to 
afford us toO barren a View, to give us hope 
of reaping a more glorious Harvefr by the Pro· 
{ecmion of the War. 

As I have not exaggerated our own Situation, 
refpeB:ing the Rifque our National Credit will 
infqJlibly run, by continuing the War, and our 
Inabilities to carry it on, but at the Hazard of 
domefrick Ruin; I !hall admit only of as jufr 
a Reprefentation of the Circumll:ances of the 
Enemy. I fhall not fcruple to fay, therefore, 
thefe have been much exaggerated; as future 
Experience will, in all Probability, convince you. 

That the French Nation have fuffered ex
tremely in their Navigation and Commerce, and 
confequently the State mull: be greatly dill:refTed 
in its Finances, are undoubted Truths; fuch, 
indeed, as we cannot reflect upon, as Britons, 
but with the greatefr Satisfaction. Stript of 
their Colonies .. and ruined in their Marine, they 
are undoubtedly, as a commercial and maritime 
Nation, reduced low indeed. But let us not 
plume ourfelves too much on this Reflection. 
France is frill formidable as a military Power; 
frill capable of doing an infinite deal of Mif
chief to others, though but little of benefiting 
itfelf. 

However exhaufred its Finances; however 

ruined in its Trade; it hath frill its Refources. 

It 
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It is a Country to which Nature has been fo 
indulgent, that it is not ealily eat up at home; 
and what is it that a Sovereign, who is in a great 
Degree abfolute Mailer of the Lives and Pro
perties of his Subjetls, cannot effeCt, when 
urged by the Neceffities of the Times to 

take defperate Meafures to fupport a defperate 
Caufe. 

God grant, indeed, their Caufe be aCtl1ally fo 
ruinous as the leaf!: fanguine among us fuppofe. 
And yet, perhaps, Circumilances, really def
perate, may, eventually at Jeail, be the worfr 
a Nation, prudently delirous of a Peace, lhould 
willi their Enemy reduced to. To have little 
or nothing more to lofe that can be loft; and co 
have every Thing to hope, that can at all be 
hoped for, from their Perfeverance in the War, 
are not Motives to excite them to fpeedy Terms 
of Accommodation. 

On the contrary, will not fuch Motives na
tmJ.:ly induce them to try the Fortune of ano
ther, and yet another, Campaign? at the End 
of which, who can tell how far our own Situa
tion may be comparatively changed for the 
worfe? Neftis quid Jerus v{'jper vdit. 

It h2s, indeed, been roundly afferted, and 
that with the moil egregious Affurance, that 
• it is entirely owing to the German Part of the 
, prefent War, that France appears fa low in 
• the political Scale of Strength and Riches, 

, that' 
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, that 1he is found to be a linking Monarchy, nay 
, a Monarchy already funk.' 

, Full of the Project,' it is {aid, C of con
e quering Hanover, 1he faw herfelf obliged to en
, gage in exorbitant Expences; Armies were to 
, be paid and maintained in Weftphalia, and 
, on the Rhine; vaft Sums were to be ad
, vanced to the Court of Vienna, always as in
, digent as it is haughty; the ravenous Ruf
, lians, and the degenerate Swedes, would not 
, move unlefs allured by Subfidies; and the 
, Mouth of every hungry Germa1Z Prince was to 
, be ftopt with the Louis d' ors of France. In
, volved in Expences thus enormOllS, our Ene
, mies have been prevented from ftrengthening 
, themfelves at Sea, where England had moft 
, Reafon to dread their b~oming ftrong *.' 

This declamatory Method of Argumentat;on, 
however pIau fib Ie it may feem, is little con
c1ufive. General Affertions prove nothing. It 
is not, for Inftance, made as yet very clear that 
the Conqueft of Hanover coft France fuch an 
immenfe Sum in the .A.cquifition, as is here 
hinted at~ 

The Armies maintained in Weftphalia, and 
on the Rhine, coft the French Government 
little more (I have been told lefs) than they 
would have done, had thofe Troops been all 
the while idling at home. And, in general, the 

• Letter to Two Great Men, p. 36, 37. 38. 

great 
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great Number of Men which the French keep 
on foot, even in Time of Peace, makes the ad
ditional Expence of a War on the Continent 
much lefs to them than is commonly imagined 
by us, on whom the Maintenance of a handful 
falls fa burthenfome. In faa, alfo, the ~an
tum of the Subfidies paid by the Enemy to their 
Allies, 9uring this \Var, has not been fo pro
digious as to impoverilh them fo much as you 
have been taught to believe. No; it has not 
been the cO'ntinental but the naval Part of the 
War, in which the natural Force of Great Bri
tain has been properly exerted, that has reduced 
France fo'low in the political Scale of Strength 
and Riches. 

That the Enemy's Want of Money, occalion
ed by the exorbitant Expence of their Alliances 
and the Maintenance of their Armies in Ger
many, was the only, or at leall: the principal 
Reafon, that prevented their ftrengthening them
felves by Sea, is a Pofition, indeed, almoft too 
abfurd to be debated. There:is not a Man of 
Common Senfe in the Kingdom, but m'iJll: be 
fenhble that the Lofs they [uftained, before and 
after ,the formal Declaration of War, by the 
Capture of their Ships, and the Detention of 
their Seamen in our Prifons, was more effeaual' 
in preventing their firengthening themfelves by 
Sea than all the extraordinary Engagements they 
have entered into, or Armies theJY have paid and 
fupported on th:: Continent. 

After 
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After the War broke out, alfo, many Dim .. 
culties prefented themfelves, from their Want 
of Materials for building, repairing and equip
ping their Ships, which no Money, had they 
ever fo much in the Treafury, or were their Fi
nances in ever fuch good order, could ob
viate. 

With refpeCl: to Hanover too, it is certain 
that, had they been as fuccefsful in keeping, as 
in acquiring it, they would have found them
felves Gainers by the Expedition; abftracted 
from theConfideration of what general Ufe it 
might have been to them, in profecuting the 
War, or in negotiating a Peace. It is notorious 
that Hanover fell an eafy Sacrifice: And there 
is Reafon to believe that, had not that expe~ 
rienced and able General·, who conquered it, 
been obliged to leave the Army, on Account of 
the J ntrigues and Cabals of his perfonal Ene
mies at Court, his great Pru·1ence and Fore
fight would have taken fllCh Meafures as would 
have more effectually fecured its Poifeffion. 
Even as it was, however, the accidental Mortality 
among their Troops undoubtedly operated more 
than any other Caufe to the Enemy's evacuating 
that Electorate. 

It is not without fufficient Rearon, aIr\), 
fhould it be aiferted that the Caufe why they 
have not been already in PQifeffion of it again~ 
is rather owing to the c1afhing of perfonal In
terefts at Court, and divided Councils both in th.e 

• MarJbaJ D'Etrees, 
D Cabi., 
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Cahinet and the Field, than to their natural In
ability, either from want of Men or Money, to 
pro[ecute the War 00 the Side of Germany with 
Succe[s. 

This having been the Cafe, who can tell but 
repeated IIl-Succefs may have the fame Effect on 
the disjointed Councils of France as it had, not 
long fince, on thole of this Kingdom? Self
intereil: and private Refeotment may fubfide; Mi
nifters and Commanders may unite to do their 
Duty; and the Confequence, as in Ollr own Cafe, 
be the Revival of a difpirited, defpifed People 
to Conqueft and to Glory. 

Confider, my Fellow Countrymen, what a 
mortifying Stroke this will prove to us, after 
having indulged ourfelves, as we now do, in the 
utmoil: Exce[s of Triumph and EXJJIration. Let 
us not, therefore, give Occafion for it by relying 
too much on the Diil:ref"s and fuppofed Weak
nefs of the Enemy. 

This, at Jeaf1:, is certain; that they may reap 
fome Advantages, as to their future Abi;ities of 
carrying on the War, even from their ill For
tune. The Gain flowing into the Treafury, from 
the Duties laid on tbe Articles of their extenfive 
Commerce, is, indeed, put a Stop to. But, at 
the lJme Time, on the other hand, the Charge of 
fupporting a large [,1.11 ine, and a diltant expen
five Colony, is rendered needlefs; by the Deftruc
tion of the une: and the Lofs of the other. They 
will, therefore, b:udl y, for the fllture, fit out 
Fleets at a great Expence to ~il without an Er-

rand, 
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rand, or freight Ships only to be taken. Fatal 
Experience will, doubtlefs, teach them a LeHon 
we ourfe!ves have fo greatly profited by, 110t

withfiailding we appear at prefenc fa very willing 
to unlearn it again; which is.. to employ their 
natural Strength againft their Enemies, and pufh 
with all their Force on that Element and in that 
~arter, where their Endeavours are moft likely 
to fucceed. 

They lee, or have Reafon enough to fee, very 
plainly, that their Trade and Colonies are inde
fenfible by any Effort they can now make with 
their Marine; and that it may be as well to lee 
their few remaining Ships of War rot in their 
Harbours, as to fit them out only to fall into the 
Hands of the Enemy. They have, therefore, no 
other probable Way of indemnitying themfelves 
for the Lofi'es already fuftained, or of prevailing 

on us to accede to a Treaty of Peace on anyTerms, 

iliort of the moft difgraceful and difadvantageous, 
than to profecute the War with all their Force 
in Germany. 

To do this, they will probably begin to think 
of affifting the Queen of Hungary in earneft, and 
puih forward to make themfelves again Mafters 
of Hanover: In which Cafe, who can pretend 
to fay what may be our Situation at the End of 
another Campaign? 

You have been told that we (hall, in all Proba

'bility, lofe none of the Advantages gained in the 

lail: Campaign, by the eofuing one, ' if our 
Army, frill headed by Prince Ferdinand, who 

D 2 has 
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, has already gained fo many Laurels, berenderj 
& ed more formidable by fending to it Jome 'Ibou~ 
• Jands more of our national Troops *.' I hope 
we lhall not; but as to the Prob.1bility of it, I 
mun confefs I am of another Opinion. Not that 
I doubt the Capacity of Prince Ferdinand, the 
Conduct of our prefent Britifh Generals, or the 
Valour of our Troops. But unlefs, inftead of 
Jome 'ThouJands, we could fend as many as we 
fhould have Reafon to think would fuffice, I 
conceive it more probable that ~e Ihalllofe, than 
gain, Advantages in that ~arter. 

I have already mentioned that our Succefs in the 
laft Campaign was in a great Degree accidental, 
and very reafonably unexpected; nor can I be 
perfuaded that we lhall, or indeed that we have it 
in our Power, to augment Prince Ferdinand'!; 
Army fa much as the French can, and aCtually 
will, do theirs. 

We may flatter ourfd yes that they will be pre
vented from fending fumcient .')upplies into Ger_ 
many, left we ihould again make Attempts on 
their Coafts. Bu·t what fufficient Reafon have we
t::)" think this will be really the Cafe? Let thofe, 
,;·bt- pretend that the prefent diihefied Condition 
of France is en/i; ely owing to the German Part 
"f the \Var, tell us, whether her Coafts were left 
unguaj'ded \,.11en l;er Troops laft invaded Han
over. Did we find her Co~d" in fact, fa defti-

. tute of Troops when we were lacely facrificing 
Otlr r·,ItO and Money in expenfive Expeditions, 
lha: neither paid (ofts, or did llS Honour? It is 

.. Letter to Two Great ~,;c~. 
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(rue, we dell:royed one of the Enemy's Ports, and 
levied Contributions on a few petty ·Villages; 
which done, they had nothing more to fear, nor 
did they on that Occafion recal one fingle Regi
ment from Germany. 

YOll may ftill fay, indeed, that though they 
were not obliged on any particular Occafion to 

recall their Forces, the Apprehenfion of the Con
fequences of thofe Expeditions in gene:-al, pre
vented them primarily from fending more. This, 
however, is to a1fert a Negative that cannot ealily 
be proved. 

But, be this as it will, certain it is, they did not 
appear on thofe Occafions under any great A p
prehenlions for the Event of fuch Attempts; well 
knowing in what they mull: neceffarily end. And 
can it be fuppofed th~y will be much more fo 
now, when even the Security of their Ports is of 
lefs Confequence to them, t:lan at the Beginning 
of the War? as in their pre Cent Situation they 
cannot hope to recruit their Marine, fo far during 
the War as to cope with us again at Sea. 

Can this be fuppofed, I fay, when they mufl: 
be effetl:ually convinced that their aC:1ing merely 
on the defenfive can be to no Purpofe? Let us 
fuppofe them then ever fo hard put to it to find 
Troops to guard their Coafts, and at the fame 
Time to pufh the German War, we have all the 
Reafon in the World to think they will exert every 
Limb, ftrain every Nerve, and at lean: negleCt 
nothing to infure Succefs on the Side of Germany, 
where only perhaps any Thing can now be done 

to 
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to retrieve their fhattered Affairs.~ Inftead, there
fure, of the Probability bei ng on the Side of thofe 
who conceive, we are not likely to lofe in another 
Campaign the Advantages we gained in the lalt, 

the contrary appears not only probable, but not 

unreafonably to be feared, and, indeed, too juftly 
to be expected. 

Confider further the Sitllation of our brave and 

indef.nigable Ally, the King of Pruffia; who, 

after having furprized the admiring \Vorld with 
the molt aUonifhing Inftances of Fortitude and 

miEtary Skill, finds himfelf "at length furround~ 

eq by his Enemies, overpowered by [uperior 
Numbers, his Country exhauUed, and his Caufc 
fupported only by thofe who are in no Situation 
to recruit his Armies, and but very little ab;e to 
jecond his Operations. 

You may plume yourfdves, from t:.e uncom
mon Difficulties this great Prince hath hitherto 
encountered and furmollntl:d, with hopes, that he 
will be Uill able ro defend himfdf from his Ene
mies, andkeep thtm at bay till (li.:y fhall bewiUing 

to enter into a Peace, on Terms neit~er diIhonour

able to himLlf, or diLldvantJgeous to his ,\l1ies. 
Be not too fanguine; you may be deceived. 

The court of Vienna, indigent as it is, hath power

ful Re[ources. The Emprefs ~een can never 
want Men; and while herArms are crowned with 
any Share of Succe[s," Money, at forne rate or 

other, will certainly be had. 

If we rdkCt, alfo, on the prefent Syftem of 

Aulhian Policy) adopted by her Neighbours and 

Al-
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Allies, it is become necelfary to their common 
Intereft and Security, that the Wings of the 
towering Eagle of Brandenburg!hould be clipp'd. 

Can it be imagined then they will not purfue 

thofe AdvantJges, which the prefent embar

raired Si.tuation of his Pruffian Majefty gives 

them, to accomplilh their Defi:;n: A Deugn 
long premeditated, and which has unhappily been 

too earnefl:ly purfued. 
Should Hanover then again fall a Prey to a 

rapacious Enemy, or fhould the King of Pruffia 
be reduced to Extremities, ihould not we be 
called upon, to deliver the one and extricate th~ 
other, by all the Ties of Honour, Juitice and 

Humanity? And, can it be tbought that, in the 
Cafe of either, we iliOllJd be able to obtain the 
fall)e advantageous Terms - of Peace tbat we 
might probably do at prefent ? 

But we will fuppofe this heroick Prince fhould 
be able, for fome Time, .to fllftain the united Ef
forts of his Enemies againft him; t11:::.t, ullder 

the Proteetion of that Providence, which has hi

therto fo lignally interpofed in his Favour, he 
may continue to deted their IntrigLlts, t,) dif2p

point their Machinations, and ftilJ to !h;lre in the 
Honours and Advantages of the Field. M:ore 
cannot reafonably be expected. It cannot be 
expected that, harraffed as he has been, and i', 
on every Side, in his Perion, his narrow Dji1r;ct~ 
depopulated, his Veterans wafted by continu::l 
Slaughter, he fhouJd be ever, during this W::r, 
in a State to reduce his imperiolls Enemies fo low, 
as to beg or accept of Peace on his own Terms. 

Such 
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Such an Expectation would be in the higheft 
Degree extravagant. The mo11 fanguine of his 
Friends, the mo11 zealous Admirers of his great 
~alities, cannot hope this with any !hew of 
Rea[on. 

Let us [uppofe further that, by the Unanimity 
and prudential Conduct of our Generals, affi11ed 
by the V 3.:cur of our Troops, the French may 
be kept out of Hanover. What can we gain at 
beft by prolonging the vVar? How long may 
we not./iege {!;zi battle it on the Continent before 
we oblige them to 3ccept of Terms more ad, an.,. 
tageous to this Nation than they may be difpored 
to do at pre Cent ? 

In the mean Time, let me aik, at whofe Ex
pence is the King of Pruffia to be [upported ? 
At whore Coft is Hanover and the reft of his 
Majel1y's German Dominions, and thofe of his 
other Allies, to be proteCted ? Atwhofe, butat this 
Nation's? What a RefleCtion! What waile of 
Blood and Treaii.1fe muft neceifarily attend Our 
maintaining a continental \Var, in ConjunCtion 
only with a few exhauHed Allies, again11 the uni
ted FOJ;Ces and Intereft of France and the Houfe 
of Auftria! 

7vh::.r, for God's fake, can it be expeCted 
tke in the:e Circumftances we fhall be able to dQ, 
even though the Increare of our national Debt, 
and the Hazard we thereby run of domefiick 
Ruin, were Matters of no Conlideration? By 
fending a large Feet into the Baltick we might 
perhaps over-awe the Swedes and Ruffians, and 
thereby prevent their acting forcibly againft Pruffia. 

3 By 
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By keeping another large Fleet at Home, and 
Troops continually ready for Embarkation, or 
by keeping thofe Troops ftifling on Boa~d Tran
fports, and hovering on the Frmch Coafis, we 
might keep them from fending fo formidable a. 
Reinforcement to their Armies in Germany, as 
perhaps they might otherwife do. How little 
may all this avail! How !hort may it fall of 
counterballancing the Expence ! 

The King of Pru./Jia does not want, at pre
fem, the united Forces of all his Enemies to 
keep him low ~nough ; and to cru!h him entire
ly was, perhaps, never the Intent of any. 1\t; 
Ie aft, fo it has appeared from all the Motions of 
the Swedes and Ruffians, and even of the FrelJeb 
themfelve" Without the Affiftance, therefore~ 
of the Ruffians and Swedes, the Emprefs-Qgeen 
will, in all hu man Probability, prove a tolerable 
Match for the Pruffia12 Hero, in his pre[ent State 
ot Depreffion, Lofs, and Fatigue. 

The Advantages, however, which his Cau[e 
is likely to gain, by our okins a Step of that 
Nature, (fuppofing by the Way too, t:lat it 
might give no Umbrage to the Court of Den
mark) will evidently never compenfate for tbe 
Expence we muft be at on the Oecafion; finet', 
if the Auflrian Troops {hould find the Pruffia,1: 
full Employment, the Ruffians would moil: pro
bably, as they have hitherto done in like Cir
cumftances, remain voluntarily inactive; and, 
if the contrary iliould happen, it might not be 
in our Power to oblige them to deiift from ful
filling their Engagements with their Allies, in a 

E Caufc 
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Caul;: which they feem earnefl:!y to have efpoufed, 
on Principles not very diftam from thofe of Self
Prefervation and priva'te Interdl:. 

With refpect alfo to our Expeditions on the 
French Coaft; the N umber of Troops we muft 
ourfelves employ therein, will as effectually pre
vent us reinforcing our national Troops in Ger-
1;1{!1~~', as thofe Expeditions will hinder the Ene
my's fending fufficient Reinforcements to theirs: 
So that, if a continental \ Var muft be carried on, 
it may differ to llS very little, whether we main
tain an additional Number of Troops in Wejfpha. 
lia, or harrafs them out with Embarkations and 
Re-emb.1I"kations on fruitlefs Expeditions againft 
the Coaih of Brittairy and Normandy. Nay, per
haps, it might be even better to do the former, 
that, ill the l1itlll Time, our Fleets may be bet
ter employed. 

But Irt us employ our naval Force in the beft 
l\lanner we can; though we fhip the Enemy of 
the Lw SettlL'~Ll,·.ts they have left, [hey have no 
bei;c:r Methud Of avengirg themfelves, or of 
obtaining the l\,c:i1itution ot any thing at a Peace, 
but [1' invading (he Dominions of G'r,'<:t Britain 
ur li.!,',c :', r. 

As to the former; the prefent Copdition of 
their Fktt teems to have tntirely incapacitated 
t~.\:1Ti L.Jr m~tking the Attempt. Let us not put 
I!~l) much Confidence', however, in our own Ad
V,\I.[<!ge~. or the \\\.a!.;:.;l:!S of the Enemy. The 
H;;cr: does not always belong to t:Je apparently 
:)\\11" or the Battle to tlle -Strong. It is true, the 

muft 
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moft timid of our Fellow-countrymen, even fuch 
as hn'e [.""11 'Jnder a confiant Pannie, ew',- G:Ke 
the Begi"ning of the ,Var, on ;]CCOL'lnt of a 
threatened lnvauon, are now cllrt'd of tht:r ~_:'ed;-s, 

and, fir:-. .: the Defeat of Cmj!,717s's Sq'Jadron, be
gin to triumph in ti'eir Security. 

It does not ·''?t follow, that ,\ 'lat c: tlnot be 
eX(,C.ltr::~~ To day, may not bl:, ne'" l,ti,t-'leis, fuc
cefsflllly attempted To-morrow. There is no 
Man in E;'::,'mzd, indeed, lefs apprehenfive of 
fuch an Event th ,0 myflf; although I do not 
think the Diffi.Clll~J of it, even in the Circum
{bnces th::- French Marine now i<, fo gr,·,~ as is 
generally conceived. But, wharever are the 
Difficulties, whil;: it is not totally impra,:1ic:!ble, 
who can tell what 0pP9rtunity our future Ope
rations may give them? Or wh.lt Reafon we may 
not have to repent the laft Efforts ui- dcfpairing 
Poverty and difappointed Ambition? 

Suppofing, however, the Hydra of Rebellion 
unable to lift up its Head; fuppofing the dell:ruc
tive Moniter of 1 nvafion, at which we have fo 
often trembled, be a mere Chimera, while we 
J:eep our Eyes on Germany, we flull behold fuf
ficient Caufe to embrace the firft, as the befl, 
Opportunity of making a Peace. 

At all Event~, Hanover muft be protected or 
redeemed, and P;'uffia be preferved from Dcflruc
tion. This mufl be done too by us. Non'~ elfe 
either will, or can do it; and if the Enemy 
fhoulJ prove to have the longeft Sword on the 
Continent, (the Probability of which, as I have 
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alreo.dy ,obferved, is greatly againCl: liS) what l!l 
likely to become of our Conque{l:s :1t a PeJce? 

Vvich Fire in your Eyes, and Impatience in 
your Hearts, methinks I hear tome few of you 
(diftingui!hed by your, at prerent, unfafhionable 
Antipathy to continental Conne[tions) cry out 
on this Reflection, " What are Pru.ifza and Ha
" novel' to Great Britain? What is their Intere{l: 
" to ours, that we fhould renounce the Conquefis 
" obtained at o~..:r own Expence, and with the 
" Lives of our Fellow-countrymen, to procure 
" them Indemnification and Security? What is 
" the real Protection or f~ fijfiance either of them 
" can alford llS in Time of War? vVhat do we 
" get by them in a Time of Peace? '"Yhat are 
" the reciprocal good Offices they can do us for 
" fuch important Services ?" 

What think you, my Countrymen, of the 
Prote{l:ant Caule in Germcmy? Is it not worth 
your Care and Support? \ Y auld you not mo{l: 
willingly give up one Branch of your Commerce? 
none of your newly-acquired' Settlements? not 
a Sugar-Wand, or a Diftrict in Canada, to pre
ferve from Ruin, or reward the Magnanimity 
cf that Hero, for whore Succefs you have 
pub:icJy put up your Prayers, for whore Victo
ries YOIl have made fuch extravagant Rejoicings. 
and for the Support of whore Caufe you have fa 
generoul1y propoted, and fo liberally promoted, 
pecuniary Subfcriptions ? 

If Things are really come to that Pafs in Ger-
1JJ.I;.:i', that the Ruin of the King of Prll./r;,l will 

be 
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be foon followed by the Ruin of the Protell:ant 
Religion in the Empire, it may not have been 
without Rearon, perhaps, that you have been 
told, " That whatever ConqueCl s we have made, 
" or may frill make, upon the French, except
" ing only North Am er;(t! , fhould be looked 
" upon as given back to France, for a mof( im
" ponant ConGderation, if it can be the MeJns 
" of extricatin~ the King of Pruffia from any 
" unfdrefeen DiftrelTes *." But you will be 
perverfe and fceptical enough, perhaps, to doubt 
the Truth of the above Suppofition; you will be 
curious enough to afk, in what Particular has the 
Proteftant Caufe appeared fo imminently endan
gered by the Circumftances of the prefent War? 
Or, if it really has been in any Dangcr,whatare the 
Steps its pretended Champion has taken, in what 
has he appeared zealous to [upport it? In what 
}{e[pect have the Interefts of the Proteftant Re
ligion been fhewn to be the Motive, Means, or 
End of the prefent War? 

I cannot, indeed, give a fatisfaccory Anfwer ro 
thefe QEeftions. I fhall wave it therefore, and 
ail< in my Turn, what you think of the Danger 
in which the Balance of Power muft be, of being 
entirely overthrown, unlefs [upported on one 
Side of its Beam by the Force and Riches of 
Great Britain.<' 

Equally 'impatient as about the Interefts of 
Religion, you reply, by afking me further, why 
Great Britain is to be always the heavy Weight 
at the ilion End of the Lever? "\Vhat, fay 

.. Letter to 'Two Great Men, P.41. 
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.. you, have we to do with the Jealoufies ancJ 
" ~larrels of Princes, who, left to them(elves, 
" would maintain tbe Balance of Power ".nong 
" e2.ch other, for their own Sake \\ ithout us ? 
" Is it not enough for us to keep up this Ba
" lance on the Ocean and :1!1;0!lg the maritime 
" fowers? And is it not much too mue:], to 

u take upon us, on every Oce :ti, in, to fer our
" felves up to be A.I bi,ers, in tJ,~ D:fputes ari
C4 flng between ~l! t:;t: Powers of Europe ?" 

Thefe arc Quefiions, my goed Friends, that 
have been afl:ed a thoufand Times, and ;1 Thou
fand Times anfwered. Indeed, the n,Olt puny 
Politician of the prefent Times will tumiD] you 
with Store of Reafons, as they are called, for our 
continental Embarra,.Jl1lents. As none of them, 
however, h;,ve ever appeared very j~ tisfactory to 
me, I cannot flatter myfelf they will be convinc
ing to you, I !hall not therefore intrude on your 
Patience to reFeat them. 

Thus far, neverthclefs, we are obliged to al
low, that the Proteftion of Hal1[1'ver might jllftify 
our enteiing into defenlive Alli,mces with conti
nental Powers, if thofe Alliances anfwered the 
End, and we could by their Means effeCtually 
'obtain the ProteCtion fought; but to pay Subfi
dies, to maintain a numeroliS Body of national 
Troops in ~Vrflrhalia or Hmzders, and, after aI), 
to mifs of that Protection, and be obliged to re
deem that Elector:1te, by giving up the Conqllefts 
we may have made in other Parts of the World; 
this is furely difag: teable enough to think of. 

And 
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And yet fo are we drcumftanced, that, hal/
ever earn'eftly or reafonably we may willi, as 
Englifhmen, that no fuch dead \Veight, .as the 
Protection ,of Hanover and Support of our infuffi
dent Allies, were link'd to the Profperity of thefe 
lOands, it is impoffible, in our prefc:nt Situation, 
to !hake it o:r, without breaking all thofe Bonds 
of Honour, Jllftice, and Gratitude, that ought 
to be revered among Nations. In Favour of the 
H{lnoverians it is not unjuftly remarked, that their 
Country has been attacked, oaly becau(e iL be
longed to the King of Great Britain; and that j, 
would be cruel and inhum,.\fl to leave them to 
{uffer from the Confequences of ~arrels origi
nally Britijh. 

Refpecting the King of PrujJia aIfo, and our 
other Allies, even fuppofi[)g our Connections 
with them only nece1Tary on the Accow"t of Ha
nover, the fame Plea holds gobd in their Favour. 

Hence it behoves us to bear the Burthen, we 
yet have fo much Reafon to lament, in the 
beft Manner we can; and to make it as light <'.s 
poffible. reras, non culpes, quod vitare /Ion pOlr/. 

Though the Support of the Protdlant Interea, 
or die Balance of Power in Gei'iJ,i?iiY, therefore, 
fhould not affeCl: us, letus comfort ourfelves with 
the Contemplation on thofe ineftimable B!t:mn~c, 
which have been derived from the ,Sllcceffion of 
the Proteftdnt Line to t!Je Throne of thefe King
doms. Let us confide!", that 1-1 !iN/v, ri{llIs and 
Englijhmen have an equal Title to the ProteCl:ion 
of the fame gracious Sovereign; and that, bur
thenfome as their Connections are to the latter, 

3 we 
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we might have been much lefs able to bear them, 
if, in Default of the Hano'ver SuccefIion, Popery 
and arbitrary Power had feated themfelves on the 
Throne:: of Great Britain. And hence alfo, let 
us endeavour with Patience, to look upon the 
Interefts of this Kingdom as, at the prefent Junc
ture, infe::parably connected with that of his Ma
jcfl:y's GCi";;Um Dominions and thofe of his Allies. 

vVhile I am L!t!lrO'Js, however. t!n~ we lhould 
without grumbling fubmit to NccefIity, I am 
very un"::il!ing th~t we fhollld imagine the N ecef
liey greater than it really is; or that becaufe it is 
ci:pedient for us to do fomething tc . '"'pport 
the Interdl: of our Allies, we fhould facrifice eve
ry Thing to it, by forgetting our own. 

I prefllme, that if I have not demonll:rated the 
abfoluee Neceffity, I have at leall: lhewn, plainly 
enough, the Expediency, if it were in our Power, 
of putting an iml11edi~~te End to the War; and 
the little Probability there is of our being hereaf
ter in a Sicuation more promifing of an advanta
geous Peace; I !hall now, therefore, beg your Pa
tience, my Fellow-countrymen, while I co~mu
nicate thole Reafons on which my Apprehenfions, 
of our triR:ng away the prefe:::n Opportunity, are 
grounded, and ende.lVour to point out the Means 
whereby, I conceive, fo defirable an Event may 
moll: probably be brought abollt, and that to our 
lcall: Difadvantage. 

\Yith refpect to the former; Itt me aik, ifthofe 
Appiehenfions are not too jull:ly fuunded? Have 
he not, in the firlt PI"ce, too much Reafon ro 
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feat that, flufhed with our late extraordinary SUC~ 
teffes, we may pertinaciouOy inlift on Conditions, 
which the moft artful Negotiators will not be able 
to procure us ? Or, at leaft, that whatever Condi
tions it may be thought proper to ftipulate, they 
will be propofed, and inlifted on, in fuch a Man
ner as to raife infurmountable Difficulties, and 
protraCl: the Negotiation of the Treaty? 

Have not already our Great Men, as well as 
the Public, been addreffed by Patriots, real or 
pretended, in order to excite a Spirit of national 
Pride, by which our Intereft may be facrificed to 
our Vanity? Have we not heard fome talk in 
the unadvifed and haughty Strain of demanding 
Hoftages, before we know in what Particular any 
may be ne<;effary; and of requiring the Demoli
tion of Dunkirk as a Preliminary to Treaty? 

Have we not heard others, equally fanguine and 
imperious, advife ()ur inlifting on having the Con
grefs of the Negotiators held in London; on hav
ing the Articles of the Treaty debated in Parlia
ment; and on fubjeCl:ing the Plenipotentiaries to 
the Mortification of dancing Attendance on the 
Refolutions of an Houfe of Commons? Surely 
nothing of this Kind is the effential and neceffary 
Prelude to a good Peace I I hope no fuch impo
litic Pertinacity will reduce us to the Neceffity of 
acceding [0 a bad one! 

But what if the French were indeed fo humbled 
as to fue for Peace in the moft abjeCt: Manner; 
what if we could impofe our own Terms in our 
own Method; would it be of any good Confe-

F queuct 
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quence to this Nation, to behave, on fuch an 
Occafion, with Haughtinefs and Infolence? The 
Fortifications of Dunkirk have, indeed, long 
afforded a glaring Inftance of the Enemy's 
Breach of Faith and the Regard they pay to the 
mofi folemn Treaties. It might not, therefore, 
be improper to infift on their Demolition as'a 
Preliminary to Treaty, were there any Probabi-
1ity it would be complied with, or were it not 
likely to delay its Conclufion. 

But the Suppofition of the Enemy's fubmit
ting to fuch a Propofal, were it made, is ridi
culous *; and, were it not fo, the Delay occa
fioned by putting it in Execution might prove 
of much greater Confequence to this Nation, than 
even giving up that Circumftance entirely. 

Nature feerns herfelf determined, in Spite of 
the Efforts of the moft able and approved En
gineers, to choak up that Port; fo that there is 
not the leaft Appearance, at prefent, of its being 
ever made .capable of receiving Ships of Force 
or Burden; and deftroy the Fortifications and 
Works as you pleafe, it will be always in a State 
to afford,' in a very iliort Time, a fecure neftIing 
Place for fmall Privateers. 

Suppofing, neverthelefs, that we do not think 
it fafe to truft to the dilatory Operations of 
Nature, all that it can be prudent to do, is to 

• It cannot be imagined that any Nation is [0 ignorant and 
[ottiili. as not to know that the weakening its Hands before 
a Negotiation for Peace, is not the Way 10 fecure it good 
Terms in that Negotiation. See Rema'-!u on a Letter fQ 'TWQ 

Cre;!t Mm, p. IS' 
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make the Demolition of this Port an Article in 
the Treaty; but it never can be [0, to infift on 
it as a Preliminary. For, Jet me repeat it again, 
it is highly expedient for us to haften the Peace 
by every Method confiftent with our Honour 
and Intereft: And I fi10uld be forry to find my 
Countrymen had fo little Share of Solidity and 
good Senfe, as to think. thefe dependant on 
Punctilio's of this Nature. 

Let us not conceive that, were it in our Power 
thus to mortify the Enemy, their abjeCt Com
pliance with our unprofitable Demands would 
make them hereafter more afraid or afhamed of 
ihuming with Treaties, or of breaking their 
Faith with us, when Opportunity fhould enable 
them to do it with Impunity. We ought to 
know th~ French Nation too well to think. fo. 

Their Intincerity, and that Art they are Ma
fters of to extricate themfelves out of Difficul
ties, which they have fubmitted to by the moft 
folemn Treaties, is fo notorious, that even Hof
tages themfelves might be no fufficient Security 
for the efi~Ctu::.l Performance of any Part of a 
Treaty, which they might fee their Advantage 
to break. 

So good a Reafon as this for our accepting 
them, however, is not even affigned for the pro
pofed Demand. No: The Motive is merely 
vain-glorious and impeninent. At the laft Peace 
we condefcended to fend Hofbg-:s to Paris as 
Pledges of our good Faith to bind us in the Per
formance of an Article, to which the Enemy had 

F 2 it 



it not in their Power to compel us: Now to 
efface this imaginary Stain on our National Cha

ratter, we are advifed to demand Hoftages of 
them, not as a Security for their performing any 
Thina we have not in our Power to compel them 

• 0 

to do, but merely for the Sake of Parade, and 
that the good Peopl'e of London and Weftmin
fter may have f,)mething to ftare at. 

H we have really reduced the Enemy fo low as 
to kifs our Footftool, while we fit fecurely deli
berating at Leifure on the Terms of a Peace, let 
us not fhew them, by accepting Hoftages on 
any Account, that we think they dare to trifle 
with us in the Performance of every Article of 
the Treaty. 

In!l:ead of refletting on our former Condef
cenGan as difgraceful to our National Charatter, 
let llS regard that Circumftance only as a tacit 
Confeffion that the Enemy were in no Condition 
to enforce Refpett to the Treaty by other Means. 
And if the Vanity of the French will ftill make 
them conftrue it otherwife, let them comfort 
themfelves, and boaft to other Nations, with 
Reflettions on their Importance at the laft Peace, 
for the Lofs of the more fubftantial Advantages 
we may reap by that which is at hand. 

I might give another, and perhaps a better, 
Reafon why unnecelfary and ufelefs Hoftages 
ought not to be inGfted all. Indeed I could with 
never to have fa infidious and dange~ous an Ani
mal as a French Man of ~ality refide at our 
Court, or even in OUf Country, unlefs very 

dofely 
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clorely confined, on any Occarion or Pretence. 
whatever. 

Need I explain myfelf? What have not the 
French learned of our national Weaknefs by re
fiding among us! How have we not laid our

\ 
felves open to the Enemy bycareffing even our 
Prifoners of War,! 

But you defpife the Power, the Genius, the 
Arts of thefe reduced, impotent, infignificanc 
People. You laugh at the diftant Confequences 
of my Inlinuations. Alas! my Countrymen, 
how foon and how greatly is your Note changed! 
How little a while is it ago, Lince an inlignifi.
cant French Man, landing at one of our Out
Ports would have been imagined the Fore-runner 
of an Invalion, or his known Departure been 
conftrued into the Prelude of a fpeedy Rebellion! 

!-Jow little a while ago is it lince, dejeCled by 
Ill-Succefs, one would have thought, by the 
Virulence of your Complaints and the Loudnefs 
of your Clamours,' that you were on the Brink 
of DeftruCtion! 

I do not, I need not, aik what has produced 
this extraordinary Change. I admit, in great 
Part, the Jufiice of your Motives and rejoice in 
the Concurrence of fuch a Number of glorious 
and fortunate Events. But with all this, let us 
remember to what kind of Callfes thefe Events 
have been owing. Neither the Perfons or Mea
fures of the Adminil1:ration have been fa much 
,hanged as to give us any Reafon to depend on 
the fuperior Wifd~m at the Helm. Or, were 

it 



it fa, Men ftill are Men, the beft fometimes 
forget, and the Wifeft of them are not immor
tal. Let us not, therefore, grown imperious 
by cafual Succefs, wantonly infult the Enemy, 
or enhance the Terms of Ollr Demand; left, 
being obliged hereafter to accept of much lefs, 
we iliould bring upon ourfelves that Contempt 
in which we now hold the late idle Gafconades 
of the Enemy. 

Far be it from me to mean to throw OLlt any 
invidious In(jnuations againft refpeCtable Cha
raCters. Far be it from the Reader, alfo, to 
think me [0 little of an Englifhman, as not to 
rejoice, equally with the moft fanguine of my 
Countrymen, in our prefent Superiority over the 
Enemy. It is, indeed, for this very Reafon; 
it is becaufe I take fo great a Part in the Honour 
and Intereft of my Country, that I am anxious 
to prevent, if poffible, any Diminution of its 
prefent Superiority and Glory. 

Tenacious of aUf prefent Advantages, there
fore, let us behave with Refolution; but not 
H:1l1ghtinefs. Elevated by Conqueft, let us pre
ferve our acquired Dignity, by not ftooping fo 
low as to pique the Vanity of the vaineft Court 
in the Univerfe, in captiouOy ftickling for 
Trifles: And if any Thing muft be given up to 
Lcilitate fo necefTary an Event as a Peace, let 
our Conceffions be made with as good a Grac~ 
as pollible. 

Think not, I hold National Honour cheap; 
or that, leaft of all, I would have viCtorious 

Britons 
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Britons fubmit to Indignities. The Occafion 
cannot demand it. We do not fue for, bue 
iliould offer, Terms of Pacification. But I fee 
fome of you look grave, my Countrymen~ at 
my talking of Conceffions, as a Matter almoft 
indifpenGble. You are willing, perhaps, to re
flore nothing. I hope you will not be obliged 
to give up much: Nay, were a Treaty of Peace 
now aCl:ually on the Carpet, perhaps, an able 
Negotiator might find a Neceffity of relloring 
but little: but I tremble for the Delay. I trem
ble at the Confequences of the War in Germany~ 
At the Clofe of the laft War the Miniftry gave 
up Cape Breton. The Nation in general, and 
the People of New-England in particular, were 
diffatisfied with this Conceffion. But might not 
the Miniftry, at that Time, have excufed them
felves, in the Manner Demoflhenes once did on 
a fimilar OccaGon; might they not have [aid, 
" It is not we that give up Cape Breton; it is 
" the Neceffities of the Times; it is the fatal 
" EffeCl:s of the Rebellion; it is the Battle of 
" Fonteno); the Siege of Bergen-op-Zoom; it is 
" the Cowardice and Impotence of the Dutch; 
" it is the Security of Hanover that give up 

" Cape Bretan." 
God grant that, by any finifier Event, the 

prefent, or any future, Miniflry may !lot have 
as good a Plea, for giving up the more confide
rable Advantages we are now poifeifed of. But 
let thofe who have the greateft A verfion to Con
tinental ConneCl:ions (if any can have greater 

than 
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than myfelf) reflect on the Confequence of Ha
nover's falling again into the Hands of the 
French. Let them reflect on the Confequence 
of the Dutch being hereafter impolitickly in
duced to do fomething, which the French will 
conftrue into a Breach of Neutrality *. It is 
impoffible for us to think of a Peace without 
procuring the Reftitution of the Electorate, or 
providing for the Security of a daftardly and 
impotent Ally. And can we do either without 
making the Enemy fome valuable Confideration ? 

Nay, who can think of a Peace without in
cluding the Reftitution of Minorca? and will 
the French infift on nothing in the Room of it? 
Doubtlefs they will: and certainly muft have it too. 

But you objetl: that Hanover is not yet in the 
Enemy's Hands, that the Dutch have taken n() 
Part in our ~arrel, and that probably neither 
of thefe Circum1il:ances may ever happen. I hope 
we tbJIl be able to fay we fee no Appearance of 
either, this Time Twelvemonth. 

It matters, however, little whether we are 
obliged to give up any of our Conquefts, to ob-

• There is perhaps more fear of this, than the Publi-:k 
in generll! imagine. The late grumbling, and half infolent, 
'Tone of [his Republick is changed. In ConjunCtion-with 
Ollr Enemy, they imagined they might have controuled our 
Authority at Sea. BIl[ flnce the French Navy has been fa 
te rribly reduced, their Fears are prevalent; and, acquiefcing 
in our Superiority, they feem more ready to oblige us, by 
irfulting the Enemy, than it is our Intereft they iliou!d. It 
i' ~ot long llnce they were juft on the Poine of unadvifedly 
fcizmg fome Cannon belonging to the French, in its trant. 
port throug,h their Terl itonO;:5. 

t .ill 
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tain the Reftitution of Hanover and Security for 
any of our Allies; 01' are necefIitated to ffend 
the Value of thofe Conquefts in their Defence and 
ProteCl:ion. Before we form bafiy Refol:.;tions, 
th~refore, to give lip n(Jne of our Acquifitions 
for a prefent Peace, but to keep them at the Ha
zard of prolonging the W,!r:; let it be calmly 
deliberated, whether we may not in the End be 
Sufferers by fuch Conduct; and that, infiead of 
our being confidered hereafter as, in this InO:ance, 
juftIy tenacious of the Honour and Intereft of our 
Country, we may not, in lamenting the Can fe
quences, reflect on ourfelves as acting under the 
Influence of pertinacious Infolence and invincible 
Obftinacy. Aut minus animi, aut plus pOlentice. 

Again, as to the Place where, or the Perfons 
by whom, a Peace is to be negotiattd; it matters 
lefs that we filould make a vain-glorious Choice, 
in either of thefe Particulars, than that in both we 
1hould confult Expedition, and the Expediency 
of Terms. ' 

Here alfo a thou(and Difficulties are ftarted, 
that can ferve only to protraCt the Negotiation: 
The greatefl: Difficuity, however, is not to know 
what Terms it is our Inter~fl: to demann, or con· 
fent to; but to prevail on the Enemy to accede 
to fuch Terms, as every Man in E;'Zhl'ld knows 
we ought ta get, if we can. 

To effeCl: this, doubtlefs, all the Abilities of 
the mon: artfu I N egociators are requilite: "But I 
cannot think fuch Abilities exclulively annexed 
to the Perron of any particular Minifter of State, 

• (; whofe 
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whore Office would prevent his attending a Corr~ 
grefs at the Hague, or elfewhere. 

It is pretended further, that the indefinite and 
equivocal Manner of Expreffion, common to 
former Treaties, might be avoided in this, by 
our taking Time for fufficient Deliberation, and 
debating the Terms of each Article in Parlia
ment *. I will not deny it. It is poffible that 
by making the whole Body of the Reprefenta
tives of the Kingdom, in a Manner, Negotia
tors, the Articles of the Treaty might be better 
expreffed, and attended with greater Precifion 
than otherwife; but the ~ery frill recurs, 
whether the Advantages we are likely to gain 
thereby will compenfate for the Danger of the 
Delay fuch a Method of Negotiation mull: ne
ceffarily caufe, in bringing the Treaty to a Con
clufion ? 

Will not our Deliberations, in that Cafe, too 
much refemble thofe pf fome Republican States, 
from the N atme of whofe Confiitution we find 
them fo long debating about War and Peace, 
till they Ofrell' lofe the Opportunity of Ven
geance meditated in the one, and the Advan~ 
tages they propofed to {ecure by the other. 

I do not deny that Precifion in the Terms and 
Expreffions of a Treaty are material, and ne
ceffary to be well attended to: Bur, however 
indifpenfible it may be in Cafes determinable by 
ell:ablifhed Laws and equitable Courts of J ufHce, 
I will venture to fay it is not fo effential in Mat
ters of Agreement between Nations, wherein 

* See Rulon! "vhy Ii" approaching Treaty of Peace jhou/d 
.( u'rldh.{ ia Parliament. 
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the Lex ultima regum, the Sword of Power, de
termines much oftener than that of J uftice. 

Can we think that the French, had they wifely 
confidered they were not a Match for us in Nortb
America, would have taken Advantage of the 
indefinite Terms of the Treaty of Utrecht, to 
make Inroads on Nova Scotia and the Territories 
of New England and the Ohio? 

There is a wide Difference between the Preci
fion required in wording the polemical Themes 
of Academics, or in drawing IIp a Bill in Par
liament, and that acquired in the Terms of 
Treaties between Sovereigns. And I make no 
doubt that, by our keeping Poffeffion of all 
Canada, by Virtue of an Article, however inde
finitely expreffed in the Treaty, we fhall be more 
advantaged, and the Peace will be more lafting, 
than if we gave back the leaft Part of it, how
ever limited it might be, even by actual Surveys 
and Land-Marks ereCted on the Spot. 

For, be the Articles of the Treaty as definite 
35 Words can make them, there is no doubt that 
the French will make little Scruple of breakilJO" _ 0 

them when their Intereft and Ambilion interfere 
with the Letter, and either is [econded by their 
Power. 

Could any Thing be more precife and definite 
than the Article relating to the Demolition of 
Dunkirk, in former Treaties? And yet did they 
not readily break it, and that in the Face of all 
Europe, without blufhing ? 

The Experience of two Centuries paft may, 
indeed, [erve to convince us (if we yet need any 
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farther RetrofpeCt: to be convinced of it) that 
nothing but Power and Refolution on our Parr, 
to compel them to be juft, can keep them fo. 

Our principal Bulinefs, therefore, is to obtain 
a Peace on Terms that will in fome Meafure keep 
themfel ves; that is, enable us [0 make the Ene
my, at all Times, refpeCt: our own ConfttuCt:ion 
of them. 

NolV the prefent CircumftJnces are fo favour
able to us in this Particular, that we ought to 
trlift nothing neeJleOy to the future, in hopes of 
better; left, like the Dog in the Fable, anxious, 
with our Mouths already full, after more, we 
are obliged to relinquifh what we have already 
acquired. Ne umbra pro corpore. 

I {hall next, therefore, my Countrymen, en
deavour to point out the Means, whereby an 
Event fo delireable, fo requifite to the Welfare of 
ths N ;ltion, may pollibly be brought about. 

I flatter myfelf you :-.re all-eady convinced of 
the little Prob, bility there is that the French will 
accept of a P(Jce, and lit llOWll with their pre
{~nt Loffes. T~;e Outlines of the PrcJi:eCt: of 
the C,_",re':~llences of the German \\'ar, which 
I \:,'.'!e not unjuftly drawn in their Favour, are 
yet greatly fa. Mi :1O:-C1 too is in their Hands. 
Something muff, therefore, necefTarily be given 
up to prevail 011 them to enter immediately into 
Terms of Accommodation. 

Y-fi,ar thi; is to be, becomes thus the princi
pal Object: of our prefent Confideration. Much 
has already been faid and written on this Subject:. 

Th~ 



[ -4-5 ] 

The Importance of our feveral Acquifitions have 

been debated, and that of each been enhanced 
and undervalued, in turn. This Confideration, 
however, is not the only one we fhould attend 
[0, in the prefent Cafe. In order to bring the 

Enemy to a fpeedy Accommodation, it is necef

fary to confider as weIl the real as imaginary 
Value of thofe Acquifitions to them. 

That which is of the leafl: Importance to us 
is doubtle[s what we lhould the foonefl: chufe to 
relinquifh: But if this, at the fame Time, be 
equally unimportant to the Enemy, they will 
no doubt Cd as jufl: a V;llue on the Conceffioil 
as we. 

It has been maintained, by fome of our Pa
triots, that no Part of our Conquefrs on the 
Continent of North Am::rica, lhould be given 

up on any Confideration whatever; while the 
Infignificancy of Senegal and Goree, and the in
ferior Confequence of G;(<l?c!Ullpr: have been of

fered, as Reafor.sforollrt~elinC:'.Iinlin:.;rhC'i~_ [-'::1Cf". 

On the other Hand, a;lil1, it has, with no Ids 
Appearance 0;- Reafon, been alledged th!t the 
fingle Ine of Gl!ade:ol!pe is of more Importance 
to this Nation than all Canada. It is faid th.lt the 
whole Trade of Canada confifl:s in that of Furs 
and Skins, and fell iliort in its mon flouriiliing 
::.'t;lte cf 140,000 I. a Year; while CZ/I:dc!oi!!'e 
produces Olore Sugar than any of our Inands, 
except Jamaica; by which Branch of Tr:.Jde 
alone 300,0001. per Annum might be cleared by 

our Merchants: For that, having fufficient from 
our 
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our own lI1ands to fupptyour Home Confump
tion, the whole Sugar Produce of Guadeloupe 
might be exported, and would confequently be 
fo much clear Money to Great Britain *. 

Might we not aik, however, on this Occafion, 
at what Rate is our Home Confumption at pre
fent fupplied? Were Sugars cheaper, there is 
little Reafon to doubt our Home Confumption 
would be much more confiderable. 

Has it not, alfo, been long notorious that our 
own Wands would produce much more Sugar 
than they have lately done, had not injurious 
Combinations been entered into, to prevent the 
bringing fuch ~Jantjties to Market as mUll 
lower the Price? 

J have been further very credibly informed 
that, notwithftanding'it is pretended by many 
that the Lands of Guadeloupe are much better 
than thofe of our own Sugar lI1ands, yet its Su
gars are confiderably lefs valuable than ours, or 
thofe of the lfland of !vlartil1ico. 

I will not pretend, however, to aifert the fu
perior \' :due and Importance of Canada, taken 
folely in a commercial Pomt of View: Since in 
Guadeloupe they nile, be fides Sugar, great 
Q-Iantities of Indigo, Cotton, Coffee, Ginger, 
&c. all which is not only rent to the European 
Markets; but a confiderable Trade is alfo car
ried on between that lI1and and the Caraccas, and 
other Parts of the Spanifh Main, which Trade 
is wholly confined to the Manufactures of Eu
rope, the Returns for which are chiefly in Ready 

~ Sec Rcr.~1rks on a Letter to Two Great Men, p. 40. 
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Money. If to this we add that the Slaves nm~ 
in [he Wand are alone, at the lowell: Valuation, 
worth upwards of One Million Sterling, there 
is no doubt but Guadeloupe is of more Conft:
quence in a commercial View than Canada. 

As an Acquifition, aIfo, that may be of Ser
vice in a Time of War, Guadeloupe is by no 
Means inconfiderable. The infinite Difadvan
tage it has been of to us during the pre Cent, is 
univerfally allowed. The IOand of La Defirade, 
being the fid! Land ufually made by our Ships 
bound to the Weft-Indies, they are eafily per
ceived in their Courfe from thence, by the Pri
vateers of Guadeloupe; which could not have a 
more convenient Station to annoy us, in this 
particular, than that Wand. 

Notwithftanding thefe Confiderations, how
ever, I muft give my Voice entirely for thofe who 
would rather give up Guadeloupe, with every 
other Acquifition we have made, or may m,!ke. 
in the Weft-Indies, thlO part with one Lingle 
foot of Canada. 

In my Reafrms for it I differ, how
ever, from thofe who affect to efteem it impor. 
tant, on account either of its Trade, the Num
ber of Inhabitants, or the Fertility of its Soil; 
the principal ObjeCtion that appears to me, agai'nft: 
giving up any Part of Canada is the Danger we 
thereby run of giving Occafion, in a few Years, 
for another War: An ObjeC1ion that does not 
equally oppofe the relinquiiliing GUtld,;!o1lpe. It 
has been faid chat, by eftablifhing p!oFr Limiro, 
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and fecuring them properly, we might very pru
dently reftore Canada to the French. But the 
Misfortune is, that no Limits we can make in 
t!1at Part of the World would be proper, forthe 
very Rea[on, thac it is impoffible they can JC pre-
1ent be properly fecured, without putting both 
Nations to;].n Expence much greater than the 
pre[ent Value of the Matter in difpute. 

his al[o much to be doubted whether, if this 

were praCticable, the French would not be as 
willing to defi!l: entirely from the Demand as to 
be effeCtually refhained within thofe Bounds to 
which it is abfoilltely neceffary for us to con
fine them. 

If they filOuld give up their long-fince-projec
ted Scheme of elbowing our Colonies, and of 
edging down by Degrees to the Sea-Coaft, Ca
na(~a will certainly be of little Advantage. 

But, fLlppofing the two Courts could come to a 
right Underftanding in this Point, and be fatif
£led with the Limits affigned; we have an Exam
pk,in tile Manner in which the prefent \-Varcom
mcncer], hr,w very foon it is likely to be difturbed. 

It is well known what Kind of Men our Colo
nifrs, and in particular the Traders with the In
dians, generally are; nOf. do we C.lppofe thofe 
belonging to the French are a Jot more fcrupu
lous in,their Morals. Kow, let the Harmony 
fubfifring between the two Courts be ever fo well 
eftablilhed, or kept up in Europe; let them be 
ever [0 defirous of remaining on good Terms 
with each other; how long can we promife our-

felves 
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felves this Harmony wiil continue; when, on 
the firft Temptation of any confiderable Profit, 
the adventuring Borderers will infult each other? 
their Complaints will be heard by their refpeCtive 
Sovereigns, and the two Nations be involved 
again in a ruinous and bloody War. 

Hence, although, by reftoring Guadeloupe,' 
we fhould in FaCt give up an Acquifition of more 
Importance, in almoft every other Confideration; 

yet the Expediency of our taking fuch Meafures 
as wiil not only procure an advantageous, but 
fecure a lafiing, Peace, requires that Guade
loupe, with the other mands attendant on that 
Conqueft, be rather reftored entire to the Enemy, 
than that we fhould give up one Foot of Ct?'lt?da. 

As it is of great Moment, however, toward 
the Negotiation of the Treaty, that we fhould 
confider in what light the French look on thefe 
two different Conceffiol15; perhaps it will be 
found that, feeing the little ProfpeCt there is of 
their ever fucceeding in their grand Scheme, 
againft our too powerful Colonies in North
America, they will give up the Defign; and, 
confiderir.g the vart Importance Guadeloupe is of 
to their Commerce, they will more readily enter 
into this Meafure than the other. 

As they will require, alfo, the Convenience 
which Senegal and Goree afforded them, of pro
curing Slaves for their \\. e11:- India Iflands, the 

Reftoration of thofe Places, added to that of 
Guadeloupe, &c. will appear [0 valuable a Con
fideration, that we have all the Rearon in the 

H 'Vorld 
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World to chink they 'v,,], on fuch an Offer, 
enter gladly into Terms ut PaLii-'L .. ,ion, and 
fit down contented with the Lofs of their Ships 
preceding the Declaration of War. 

On giving up, further, Cape Breton, after 
demolilhing the Fortifications, and on renew
ing their Privilege of Fi!bing, &c. on the 
Banks and Coaft of Newfoundland, they will 
alfo very probably refign Minorca in exchange, 
and be fo ready to concur in the neceJfary Mea
[ures to a fpeedy Accommodation, that the Em
prefs OEeen will think it prudent, al[o, to enter 
into the like with the King of PrujJia. 

As the latter may, even at prefent, nand in 
need of our Affiftance, it will doubtlefs be requi
fite to lend a helping Hand to this brave Ally; 
which, rather than give any further Advantage 
to the French, fbould be done by Means of a 
Sum of Money, to be paid to the Court of 
FieilJltl, and another to the Elector of Saxony. 

I prefer this Method to any other, as ready 
Money will be fa likely to be accepted of; and 
the Sums we need give will not probably amount 
to a twentieth Part of what it may coft us to 
carryon the 'Var, if no fuch Steps are taken. 

I doubt not but many of you will break out 
on this Propofal, and exclaim againft it, as an 
Indignity. What! after all our Succefs and 
Conql1efts, you will fay, !ball we at laft lhame
full y buy a Peace? 

But let me advife you, my good Friends, to 
recollect that celebrated Adage, fa familiar in 

every 
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every economical N arion, , A Penny faved is a 
, Penny got:' And reflect that a geod Peace, 
cheaply bought, will redound more to the Ho
nour and Advantage of this Kingdom, than all 
the .Bargains we may make in the Continuation 
of the War, by the inhuman PurchaCe of Rapine 
and Blood. 

In the prefent Succefs of our Arms, the DiL 

burfement of Money cannot be fuppofed a re
proachful Circumftance; !ince it will appear as 
well a Proof of your [uperior Wealth, as be 
evident to all Europe, that the Purchafe of a 
Peace !is not neceffary for own Sake, but only 
for our Allies. 

The f(,uota, deftined to the Indemnification of 
the Elector of Saxony, muft alfo be efteemed 
rather as a Mark of Generofiry than Meannefs. 
and it will doubtlefs appear, in the Eyes of all 
the World, as a noble Inftance of ours to relieve 
that unfortunate, though perhaps blameable, 
Prince. As to the Terms on which the King 
of Pruffia and the Emprefs ~een may agree, 

with regard to SiJefia, I do n::lt fee that we have 
any Bufintfs to intermeddle with Particulars. 

The former, it has been juftly obfc:rved, has not 
been reduced to his preftnt Difhefs in Con fe
quence of his Connections with LIS; and, as we 
have already been an ufefu! Ally, fo, in Ollr 
~ndeavouring thus, at cur own Expence', to 
bring about a general Pacification, although we 
fhould not be able to procure him all he could 

willi, he ought to be content. 

Again, 
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l\gain, as to the Manner in which France and 
the Court of Vienna may agree about !haring the 
Expen(:cs of the War, and their muruallndem
nification; I do not fee ;t'fo thac it much concerns 
us. The French did not move to the Affiftance 
of the ~l11prers Queen, till they had firft taken 
a few Towns in Flanders into their Poffeffion, 
apparently bi Way of Security for the Repay
ment of their Expences. As their principal 
Oper<l'iol1s, aIfo, have tended rather to diftref. 
the nector of llmw1.:er, by 'Vay of avenging 
their 0\'0'11 Caufe of Quarrel with England, the 
Emprefs has doubtlefs Reafon to expect her 
Towns again at the Peace. But ihou'd- it prove 
otherv,:le, we are too little interefted in it to 
mak,> any farther Conceffions, as fome incon
fiitent Politicians would have us, in order to 
take them out?f the Hands of i~fan(e, and put 
them into hers. 

A Britilh Adminiftration, it has been faid *, 
muft tremble at feeing Newport and Oftend be
come French Property. I would not have it 
fo: And yet it is not every Adminiitration that 
would tremble at it. 

We have had e'er now very great Men at the 
Helm, who knew little of the real Value or Im
pownce of the Places they have bought, fold, 
or bartered for, with Foreign Powers. The 
great Earl of Clarendon has afi'ured us, that when 

Dunkirk was fold to the French, it was a good 

lit Letter to Two Great :'<lcn, p_ 4Z-

Bar-
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Bar~ain on our Side; and yet, by his OWn Con
femon, this fame eminent Statefman did not 
tven know whereabouts the Ine of Shecpey, at 
the Mouth of the Thames, was fituated: 

I make no fcruple, however, that our prefent 
Adminiftration are well apprized of the ImpQr
tance of Newport and Oflend, and that they are 
under no very great Apprehenfions of there be
ing a Port opened on that Coaft, f(om which 
this Nation has fo much hereafter to fear, as to 
make it now worth while to facrifice any Thing 
of Confequence to prevent its falling into the 
Hands of the French. 

If the Qgeen of Hungary were, indeed, our 
Ally, and had fuffered in our Caufe, fomething 
might be faid for it: But, as it is otherwife, and 
we can place no Dependance on her Honour or 
Gratitude, who knows but, after we lhould have 
purchafed the Evacuation of thef(; Towns of 
the French, fhe might put them again into their 
Hands? Is !he not capable of it? Ingratum fi 
dixeris, omnia dixtTis. 

Bur, fllppofing it be not quite fo prudent to 
leave the FJemiih Towns, now in the Poffeffion 
of the French, in their Hands, at a Peace; all 
that we can at prefent propofe to do, is either 
on Confid, ration of their evacuating them, to 
recede from the Demolition of the Fortifications 
of Louifbollrg; or in Lieu of it to pay them a 
Sum of Money, as a better and more acceptable 
Equivalent. 

Thus 
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Thus have J taken a' cur[ory Examination of 
thofe Grcumftances that ibould induce us to 
haffen a Peace, and the Terms which I conceive, 
the Enemy may, at ptefent, be brought to accede 
[0. If my Renmks are juft; if my Propofals 
are reafonable; they will, I doubt not, have 
their due Weight with the Publick. If they, are 
no~fo, it is Pity they fbould. I lhall "lees re
gret my Lors of Time and Trouble than the 
kir,g, in any Degree, infirumental in mil1ead
ing~y Fellow-Countrymen, either t) their 
Plloli,k or Private Difadvantage. 

I am, 

My Friends and Co~ntrymen, 

Yours, ~c. Ole:. 




