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INTRODUCTION.

. e

THE acknowledged importance of the present period to,
the ge neral interests of this Colony, and to the hopes and
prospects of its future prosperity, will sufficiently justify any
honest and well meant examination of the subjects, on which
that prosperity must chiefly depend, So much, however, has
recently been written and said respecting the means to be em-
ployed for improving our situation, that some may be ready to
eonclude, that it is altogether unnecessary to offer any thing
farther, either by way of warning, orinstruction, but that we
should now be left quietly to apply to practice, the informa-.
tion already befere us.

MUCH, it is true, has been done to rouse the latent en-
ergies of the country, which itis to be hoped will be produc-
tive of beneficial and lasting effects ; but, it will be found,
that there are still several subjects with which our welfare is
intimately connected, which none who have been labouring to
advance it, have closely or fully examined ; and that some of
the principal causes which have hitherto operated to retard the
advancement of the colony, have not yct heen made the sub-
jects of public remarle.  There are, also, many motives which
should powerfully incite us to diligent and luudable exertion,
which havenot yet been pointed out and explained.
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THOSE cautes and motives are exhibited without any ro
serve or disguise in the following pages. In truth,it must be
confessed that very little restraint or concealment is therein
observed, but all the subjects which are introduced are discuss-
ed and examined with a freedowm and plainness which it is con-
ceived their high importance not only renders perfectly justi-
fiable but indispensibly required. If it should be conceived,
that some of the remarks, particularly thase which respect the
prevailing habits and manuers among us, are harsh or severe,
let it be considered by way of check to any feelings of irrita-
tion or displeasure,—whether they are just. It is quite as
unworthy of him who professes to give to any subject a full and
impartial examination, to varnish or conceal any part of the
truth which relates to it, as it is of him who desires improve-
ment, to be averse frem hearing of his faults, or to seek to dis-
guise them. Although, it is toe common a remark, and is too
frequently adhered to in practice,—that the truth is not al-
ways to he told ; yet it will seldom e found, that important
defects iu the moral conduct of men, can be concealed with
propriety or advanlage. ‘ 4

IT is matter of curious observation, with what difizrent
feelings, on different occasions, men will hear of their errors,
their fotlies, or vices. They, who will listen with the great-
est patience and complacency, to the recital of them in all
their aggravations by the preacher or the moralist, when treat-
ed of with relation to a future state of existence, or the prin-
ciples of moral duty, will feel the highest displeasure, or per-
haps indignation, at hearing them meutioned, as bearing upon
political affairs, or their views and endeavours for the improve-
ment of their temporal circumstances. In the latter case,
heir worldly wisdom is questioned and arraigned ; of which,
‘they.nre most tenacious,and too generally most highly esteém.
1t will, however, be found, that a habit of temporising, and
of d‘Sg“iSi"g and palliating errors, and vices, is often no less
fatal in politics, and in matters of worldly advantage, than in
leiglon ‘and morals. TIn all, sincerity, and candor, are high-;
iy escentialy and should constantly be cherished and observed.

41 THOUGH, in the following pages, a yariety of suhe
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jects are treated of, which have n relation to the advancement
of our general welfare, it will be found, that the greatest stress
is laid upon our Agricultural interest. This, indeed, is held
forth as the one, through which alone, we can expert to ‘attain
to a state of prosperity and abundance. It is kept in view
throughout all that is advanced ; from an attentive considera-
tion of the veglect, with which among us, it,unhappily,so long
Las been treated, these observations first were suggested ; and
it is from a sincere and zealous desire, to afford even his slen=-
der assistance to the exertions of the many enlightened and
patriotic individuals who are now labouring to advance this
essentinl source of our prosperity, that the author of them has
been prompted to give them publicity. If his humble endea-
vours shall contribute in the slightest degree, towards accom-
plishing this most desirable object ; if they shall serve in the
least to animate and encourage the industrious to still greater

€xertion, to warn the incautious, and improvident, or to rounse
the indolent and desponding to landable action, he will ac-
count himself amply rewarded, and will greatly rejoice.

IT will be nuﬂxc:cnlly apparent on perusing the following
remarks, that the writer in making them public, has not sought
to derive uny private gratlﬁration, from the expresswn of po-
pular opinion. The free and uodisguised manner in which
they are made, would alone forbid any hope of obtalmng that
kind of reward. If such had been his object, he is sufficient-
1y acquainted with the state of public feeling, and the views
and prejadices of different parties and orders of persons a-
mong us, to have made his remarks upon the sub_]ects he has
treated oi' of that nature and character, and to have given to
them that tene and bias, in favour of a powerful party, which
would have gained to them warm though unmerited applause ;
an¢ have secured to him the full gratification of any feeling of
vanity he might have been inclined to indulge. Sucha course,
however, his regard for the cause of truth, and sincerity, and
for the firm convictions of his mind would not allow him te °
zdopt.

SUTCH as they are, they are given to the public, with little
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anxicty wiih regard-to commendation or applause ; but wiih
a sincerc desire for the accomplishment of the devivable ob-
jects they are desizned to assist in promoting.  Of the differ-
ent receptions, with which according to the different feelings,
and views of individuals, they will meet, the authorof them is
fally aware. They will, very probably, be read by a number,
will be condemned arcd rejected by some, be slighted and dis-
regarded by cthers, and by a few candid and liberal minds,
may be received with indulgence and fascur. The approba-
tion of bat one of the Jatter, independent of every other con«
sideration, will erable him to slight all the sneers, the carils,
or the yesentments of the ignorant, or prejudiced.  He is sa-
tisfied, however, that their wsefulness, will by no means de-.
pend opon the prevailing temper with which they may at first
be reccived. Many are eficnded with admonition at the time
it is given, and with him who bestows it, who, yet, will trea-
sure it up, and quietly apply it for the correction and guidance
of thcirfuture behavieur,

IT may mot be deemcd improper to observe, thatthey have
been written under many interrupticns, and in the midst of
the most active engagements. These circumstances, may
serve as an apology for any inacceracics in style, or defects in
thearrangement of parts. They are given in theform in which
they first occurved to the writer, and if thev are calculated to
eflect any good, it may as well be accomplisked under that,
asif they were written in a perfect conformity with all the
rales, which the most rigid logician or critic would prescribe.

AS to the observations themselves, it would be as vain
and vecles,as itis farfrom Deing ictended, to offer any thing
by way of apoiony for the {ree and painted manner io which
they are made. The opinions they contain, are too decidedly
those of thie anther, and the wubjects oo which they are deliv-
credyare of oo gre st imperiancesto desire or expect any other,

L - N
then wiliit s tg be foved v their character for truth and cor-

vewlions,
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WITH respect to the writer, very little, if any thing, is
requisite to he offcred. A variety of reasons, many of which
will be suficiently obvious, have induced Lim to refrain from
suhmitting hisname. It certzinly, however, is not necessary,
in order to the remarks effecting any good, that this should be
knowa. Let it suflice to say, by way of restraining the form-
ation of an opinion, that they have been written from unfriend-
ly, or unworthy motives,that he is oue,who was born,and has
been brought up within thel’rovince,who is held to it by ties of
the most indissoluble aund pawerful duulptmn, who is deeply
interested in its prosperity, and anxiously desirous to promote
it,——and lastly, oue who is sincercly attached to the mild and
equitabie government under which he estenms it his happine':s
to be placed ; and who would be ready on all occasions, te
contribute his utmost endeavonrs to defend and preserve it.

FEBRUARY, 1819.






A PATRIOTIC CALL, &e.

THERE is no wisdom employed about human af-
fairs, equal to that which is exercised, in foreseeing and
endeavouring to prevent, any threatened or impending
evil. Every manp nct wholly deaf to the voice of reason,
or blinded by his passions, who has experienced any
kird of loss or affliction, from pursuing a vicious or im-
proper course of conduct, will hasten to abandon it ; but
it is the part ofa truly wise man, to deliberate upon eve-
ry important step he is about to take, wherever he can
see danger likely to arise, to strive to avertit, and to en-
deavour on all occasions, so to regulate his conduct as
to secure his happiness and safely.

Similar observations may be applied to the conduct.
o”States. A succession ofreverses and disasters, owing
to iznpolitic measures, will generally afford admonition
and teach wisdom to these, and unless they are wholly
corrupted, will lead them to alter or reform their policy.
Instances may even be produced, of countries through an
alteration of political measures, passing from the very
verge of ruin, to the greatest prosperity. Itis hap-
py when the change is not adopted toslate. Those States
however, who are truly enlightened, will strive to fore-
see and to guard against danger, and will more frequent-
ly be employed in adopting and pursning plans, to ad-
vance their prosperity, and ensure their independence
and safety, than in healing breaches, or repairing mis-
sarriages.
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If the design of social establishments, be the happi-
sess of their members, it is the duiy of every individual,
to contribute all in his power towards the accomplisi-
ment of this object, in the community to which he be-
longs ; but the obligation is mere paiticularly imposed
upon those, who cccupy stations of trust and z".uthorlty,
and to whose guardianship the welfare of their conntry
isconfided. Itisincumbent upsuthese to show by their
conduct, that in striving after those situations, they are
actuated by other motives, than the devive of gratifying
a weak and paltry ambition, or cflecting any _arbitrary
or selfish design. ‘The emulations and comprtitions which
suhsist amonyg men of integrity with relation to public
afluirs, when coutined within proper bounds, are it is
true generally productive of good and should never be
wholiy suppressed, By serving as guards uqon each
others conduct, they tend to prevent or retard the pro-
gress of corruption, and to preserve the freedom of the
stale. ltis that miscrable temper of miad alone that is
deserving of delestation and contempt, which refers eve-
ry thing to itself, and which will cacrifice the best inter-
ests of a country, in order to eifect its own pitifal ~chemes
of aggrandizement or profit. The perfection of a chay-
acter considered with reference te society, cunsists in
making the ¢..;d of the whole the main and rulivy prin-
ciple, and is saiiciently rarve to merit whereverit is tound
the utmost respect, admiration and applause,

and valuable priaciple.” Itis generally found associated
with the best feelings and affections of” the human lreact,
in the different other relations of lite, and is that quality
for which the most illustrious characters in all ages aud
countries have been chiefly distinguished.

The love of conntry has ever heen csteciad o rend

Of this feeling;, so dignifying to humanity, the
most extensive professions have in modern times been
made by those who had the slightest claims to the praise
of possessing it,and in particular by a people who have
shiewn by their actions, that they are the Jeast acquainted
with its genuine influence, Theirnumberless usurpations
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and aggressions, have sufficiently discovered,that in them
_the pretended love of country, was nothing else than arn
insatiable lust of dominion and power, and of enriching
and adorning their own nation with the plunder and the
spoils of others. They who possess this feeling in its
purity, will consider its cultivation as a duty, and in ex-
ercising it consistently with the general laws of human-
ity, will experience one of the highest enjoymenis of
which their nature is capable. While they will ever be
ready to stand forward in defence of the independence of
their own country, and to sacrificeevery personal consid-
eration to preserve it from foreign or domestic vsurpa-
tions or encroachiments, they will respect this feeling in
otiers, and will abstain from tresspassing on their rights.

Although it might be supposed that this principle
would prevail to the greatest extent, among those who
were the most highly polished and refined in manners
and in arts, and who had experienced all the advantages
and enjoyments of a highly civilized state of society, yet
such has not always been the case.  On the contrary, it
mav be found upon inquiry, such are the inconsistencies
of human nature, that it has been more forcible and pre-
vailing in nations which may be considered as compara-
tively barbarous and rude.

This will appear upon investigation, to be owing
in a great measure to circnmstances, which in the pro-
gress of a people towards high degrees of refinement in
sacial life, call into operation some of the most powerful
dispositions of the human mind.

In the earlier ages of society, the wants cflife are
but few and are readily supplied, and there is scarcely
any room for those distinctions which arise from an ex-
tensive possession of the advantages of equipage or for-
tune, but all superiority is made to depend upon the per-
sonal character. In such a state of society, the individ-
ual in order to become illustrious or eminent, must pos-
sess a superior degree of intrepidity, wisdom, and forti-
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tude, a contempt of selfish considerations, and the other
qualities of a vigorous and cultivated spirit. He must
seek his distinction in the exercise of those talents,which
determine the actions and deliberations of men .in a col-
lective body : he must find it in the camp, or the coun-
cils of his country. Theexerti:n of those superior qual-
ities, in pursuit of this distinction, while itafiords a pri-
vate gratification of the most exquisite nature, cherishes
a love of country, and a zeal tor the public welfare, often
productive of the most happy effects.

In more advanced periads of civil establishments the
nature of commercial pursuits, is in general adverse to
this attachment and zeal, and tends to confine all anxie-
ty and solicitude, to the care of th~ individual interest,
On the possession of the wealth and luxaries which these
introduce, a fistinction is founded, in the eagerness to
obtain which, with the enjoyments they bring, nearly ail
other consiterations are overlooked or foigotten.  The
calculations of private profitand less, are substituted for
a zeal for the public good, and they who are employed
behind the counter, or absorbed in the paltry schemes
and specenlations cfbarter, come to be ranked with those
who bear an important part in the direction of public
ziftirs, and who possess talents which fit them for pre-
serving the freedom of a country, or sustaining its perish-
ing fortunes. (Tnder the prevailing infiuence of a com-
mercial spirit, individuals of the same country become to
each other objects of envy, distrust or aversion,and thus,
such are the imperfections of human nature, some of the
principal advantages promised by a state of society, are
made in the pursuit and enjoy ment, to weaken and des-
troy its bonds.

The feelings of the mind are generally in a great
measure influenced and determined, by the nature and
habits of the occupation or employment which the indi-
vidual i- engaged in pursuing. In those of an illiberal
deseription, and which have no tendency to excite, and
furui<h no occasions for exercising the most elevated and
magnanimous qualities, these will but seldom be found
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to predominate. Hence, therfore, it is not to be expeet-
ed that they who are solely intent upon the acquisition
of gain, and the habits of whose calling almost preciude
an attention to any other object, should feel any great
expansion of mind towards the society at large, or be
very solicitous for promoling its welfare.

If men, however, are not to he induced to cherish a
love of country, and a regard for the good of their fellow
citizens, from considerations of duty, it may be shewn
that they ought frequently to doso, if they would wish
to be consistent in their views toselfinterest. Tiey who
live under wise and happy systems cof government, and
whose rights and liberties are properly secured to them,
are doubtless in:lerested in the preservaticn of these ad-
vantages, ard i criler to secure a continnance of them,
may with great prudence and propriety, even make some
sacrifices of temporary convenience or profit.

Of all people who may be said to have had those in-
ducements, to nourish that attachment and regard, sure*
ly none ever possessed them more extensively, than they
do, who may boast of being the subjects of Great-Britain,
and who enjoy the blessings of her happy constitution,
Under that constitution, not onlv the natural and politi-
cal rights of individunals are eJectually guarded and se-
cured, but whatis of more importance to ifs preservation,
even piety and moral virtue are made objects of state —
Itssuperior excellence enabled that magnanimous coun-
iry, during the long and sanguinary struggle in which
she was recently engaged, to maintain her own political
freedom, and powerfully to contribute to restore that of
a great portion of the civilized world.

To most of her Colonies, has she imparted her free
and happy laws and institutions, and in none are they
more extensively enjoyed, thaa in the highly favoured
one we inhabit. No only so, but this colony has ever
received a distinguished portion ofher fostering care and
protection.  While our fellow subjects of the United
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Kingdom, were enduring the heaviest taxes and burthens
in support of a struggle for their very existence as a free
and independent people, this Province was not called
upon to make any sacrifice or contribution whatever for
their assistance. L'he officers of government here, were
still paid and supported as they had ever before been,our
coast and cominerce were carefully guarded, and the ex-
tensive establishments kept up for our protection, instead
of being at all burdensome, greatly contributed to our
wealth and prosperity.  To all our representations and
requests, the most ready has ever heen paid, and regula-
tions have been from time to tune established, and re-
strictions removed, for the purpose of yielding us advan-
tages in commercial and other respects. Here, a free-
dom and toleration in religious mutters, the free and un-
restrained pursuit of different occupations and employ-
ments, and many other privileges are enjnyed, which are
unkuown even to our fellow subjects in the parent state.

A consideration of these advantages,should certainly
operate to strengthen one attachimeat to the government
under which they are enjoyed, and should stimulate our
exertions to preserve and improve them.

These exertions, a very shight reflection will show
us, are at present particularly requisite. It haslong bee:
the favorite design of the gover:ment of the UnitedStates,
to obtain possession of the British Colonies in North
America.  This was suiliciently di-closed in the course
of the late war with that country, i’ uuy doubts before
remained on the subject. At the very commencement
of thut war, it was openly avowed, aud the immediate
and continued exertions of that government, were em-
ployed toeffect it Although foiled in the attempts then
made, its design coniinues the same, and many of its re-
cent commercial regulations, are evidently intended so
to weaken these Colonies and retard their prosperity,

L ' . : .
- that on some future tavorable occasion, they may become

a more easy prey.

Inthis pursuit, it appears to be urged furward, not
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moreby a disposition toextend the bounds of itsterritory,
which has recently led it to commit several flagrant ag-
gressions and encroachments, than by a sense of the ad-
vantages their possession would bring, combined with a
hostile spirit towards Great Britain. 'Fhis hostilily may
be attributed to a variety of causes. It appears highly
probable, that a remaining sense of the injuries and pro-
vocations committed and received during the revolution-
ary war,is one, but the most obvious and forcible, are a
jealousy of the naval power and superiority of Great-
Britain, anenvy of her extensive commerce, of her glory,
wealth,and greatness,and a desire to aggrandize and ex-
alt itself by weakening and reducing these.

It is with nations as with individuals, a similarity of
views and pursuits generally produces emulations, jea-
lousies, and strife. This was never more fully exempli-
fied than in the case of the two countries.

Great-DBritain has for a length of time past been the
first naval power in the world. Irom her insclar sitva-
tion she has been led since a very early period of her
history, toseek a superiority on the ocean, and to the
possession of it, has frequently been indebted for preser-
vation from threstened invasion, and {or a continuance
of the freedom, and many other blessings she enjoys.—
By the most daring enterprise, and unparaileled bravery
and devotedness, this ascendency has in modern times
" been completely attained, and although she has been
charged with arrogance in its exercise, it may very fairly
be doubted, if it would be used by any other power with
equal magnanimity and regard to justice. Through this
superiority was she enabled in the midst of war, to pro-
secute her commerce to the remotest regions ofthe globe,
and to make it even then the most flourishing and suc-
cessful ; and what oughtat once to silence ali reproaches,
through this was she enabled to convey her invincible
troops to assist in the overthrow of tyranny and vsurpa-
tion, and in restoring the rights and independence of op-
pressed and subjugated nations,
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Through aspirit of enterprise and industry, Great-
Britain has also risen to the greatest eminence 1n com-
mercial pursuits. Qut of these a powerful and well-re-
gulated system has there grown up, possessing the first
influence and conmsideration in the State. Their exten-
sive prosecution bas realized however,what is not to be
desired in the history of a country; while the nation was
daily plunging deeper in debt,individuals were rolling in
luxury, and could dazzle and astonish with their wealth
and magnificence.

Descended from the same stock, though not posses-
sing equal inducements from situation, the people of the
United States, and particularly those of the Northern
part of the Union, are lubouring to establish their wealth
and greatness on the same foundations.  Aware of the
reciprocal assistance and support which Commerce and
a Navy afford, they have of late been verv attentive to
hoth, but particularly to the extension of the latter, the
late war having sufliciently discovered to them, that in
the event of any future contest with Great-Britain, vith-
oul a formidable Navy to protect their Commerce, the
same fate -t beiul it which it then experienced. ence
they huve beea stimulated to the very great exertions
they have recently made for the increase of the former.
Their late commercial regulations and restrictions are
ponited to this object, by being intended to retard the
prosperity of these colonies, so that they may hereafter
acquire their possession, and tierehy weaken tke naval
power of Great-Britain,and secure more extensive means
and resources for the increase and establishment of their
own.

It is easy irdeed to foresce the injuries which would
result to Great-Britain from their loss, and the advan-
tages the United States would derive from securing their
pus-ession.,

i From the fisheries on the coasts and shores of some
of them, the British possessions in the West Indies are
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chiefly supplied with an article of extensive and almost
indispensable use there, and also with lumber of various
descriptions, togsther with a variety of other articles the
most essential to their prosperity. Deprived ofthese
sources of supply, and Great-Britain being unable from
any other quarter of her own, to furnish to a sufficient
extent, the commodities they require, which were fur-
nished from hence, the most distressing and mischievous
effects would there be quickly experienced. A resort
elsewhere would of necessity be required, to procure that
supply which would then become precarious and uncer-
tain; and thus, one of the principal sources of the wealth
and power of the British Empire would be greatly redu-
ced, even if those possessions could with difticulty be re-
tained. The loss of these Colonies would also be se-
verely felt, as respects the trade and intercourse which
is carried on between them and the different parts of the
Empire itself. They afford an extensive market for a
great variety of manufactures, the produce ofits indus-
try, for these commedities which are drawn from its o-
ther possessions, and for many which are the returns of
its foreign commercial intercourse. 'This to a country
depending so greatly upon Commerce and Manufactures,
and whose population is so extensive and a great portion
of it with dificulty supported, is of the most vital im-
poertance.

From theseColonies also Great Britainis snpplied with
a number of articles of their growth and produce, parti-
cularly with timber, in the conveyance of which such a
very great number of British Vessels are annually em-
ployed. The interest of the owners of these, who form
so numerous and important a class of persons, would be
deeply affected, and many of them indeed would be total-
ly ruined, by the loss of the extensive carriage they now
possess between theseColonies and the different parts of
the Empire, and between them and other places. As
Newfoundland is in a g’rea}; measure dependent upon
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these otherColonies, for many articles of the first neces-
sity there, if cut off from the intercourse with them, that
possession which affords such an extensive source of
trade, would quickly go to decay. lLvenif it could be
retained, it would scarcely yield an adequate return for
the difficulty and expence of the support it then would
require. Such are some of tiie most impor:ant injuries
which would result to Great-Britain from the loss of
these Colonies, and it would be easy to enumerate many
others, which would operate to reduce her naval power,
and deeply to wound her in many other respects.

In greater proportion even than these would be felt
by Great-Britain, would be the advantages the United
States would derive from their possession. On no part
of the coasts of that country are there such extensive
and excellent fishing grounds, as line great part of the
shores of these Colonies and the coast of Labrador. It
is chiefly on account of these that the United States are
so intent upon obtaining these Colonies. Secure in their
possession, they would be enabled to carry on more con-
veniently, and to« very great extent, those fisheries
which they now prosccute by an invasion of right, and
consequently upen o more limited scale, fromn some ap-
prehension of consequences, as well as under several o-
ther disadvantages. That excellent nursery for their
seamen would be increased, and all the other sources of
their naval power, greatly enlarged and improved.
Even if no part of the British possessions in the West-
Indies should in consequence fall into their hands, they
would secure to themselves the greatest advantages, by
the supply of many articles the growth and produce ot
their present territory, and of these Colonies, which
Great-Britain would almost of necessity be obliged to
resort to them to obtain ; and by that open intercourse
between them and those possessions, which they would
not fail to require, and which then could scarely be de-
nied them  'Their trade indeed in every direction would
ko greatly increased, and they would have it in their
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power to establish a preference and superiority in for-
eign markets over the British, in the sale of the impor-
tant article of fish, by the immense quantities which they
would be enabled to export. Not only <o, but what
would be still moregalling and injurious, they would
very probably do the same in the sale of those very com-
maodities which are the produce of our West-India pos-
sessions, and which doubtless they would then have it
in their power to obtain from thence to a very great
extent.

There are also many natural advantages which
these colonies possess independent of the fisheries,which
are objects of desire to the Americans, in particular the
extensive mines of coal,aund the great quantities of Plais-
ter of Paris which are contained within some of them,
The latter article indeed is of almest indispensible use
in the cultivation of the soil in many parts of their terri-
tory ; where with that as a manure it is rendered aston-
ishingly productive, while in some places without its in-
vigorating aid, the ground would scarcely yield suffici-
ently, to make it worth the tillage. Jt has indeed been
declared by farmers in some parts of the State of New-
York, that it is of such great importance in the cultiva-
tion of their lands, that they could even afford to go to
the extent of twenty pounds per ton in its purchase, in
the ports of that State.

The export of this article, which under wise and
prudent regulations, strictly enforced and persisted in,
would have been a source of wealth and prosperity to
this Province, through impolitic regulations at one time,
and a laxity and want of firmness in the enforcement of
others, together with a lamentable defect of public vir-
tue at all times, in our own people who were employed
in conveying and disposing of it to the Americans, has
only tended to empoverish and otherwise injure us.
it has been asserted by several, who are well acquainted
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with the trade in this article which bas been carried o
to the American boundaries, and who have long heen er
gaged in its prosecution, that the price obtained for
there, has very frequently been one which has fallen f2
short of replacing its first cost,and the expense ofits ca)
riage ; and that to many upon an average, for sever:
seasons together, it has been such, as scarcely to affor
them even a precerious subsistence.  When the place
to which it has been carried, on, and the manner of ¥
prosecution are corsidered nothing better could reson:
bly be expected to enste. Many of those who were e
ployed in conveying it to the boundaries, were persor
who were not in circumstances to enabie them to wai
till they could obtain a good price for 1t,in case it hay
pened to be verv low at the time of their arrival, ort
deposit it there lor that purpose and return ; but wer
under the necessity of disposing of it immediately to A
merican agents, for whatever price they were willing 1
allow them,having frequently to pay seamen’s wages an
other expences of its carringe immediately out of the re
turns of the sale, and having obtained it on credit, to pa
the owner of the quarry thefirst cost of it on their retun

It was not however on the sale of the article th:
they looked for a protit; but from the commodities whic
they werc obliged to accept in exchange, and it was he
the chief mischiefs were found. Many of these commc
ditics were of the contraband description, and such gre:
quantities of these were annually brought into the Prc
vinee, through the medium of this trade, that the publ
revenucs were constantly kept mnch lower by a large
mount, than they otherwise would have heen. Not on!
so, butthe conscientious and upright trader, who vende
no articles but those on which the regular duties hz
been recared, was thereby seriously injured; and wor
than all, this illicit traffic powerfully tended,as all of th:
d--cription invariably does, to corrupt and destroy t
whole moral system in those who were engaged in it pr
wreaiion, acd to sever those ties of allegiance and attac|
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ment which are the main supports of the government of
a country.

With theexception of the owners of the quarries,who
might receive a temporary profit from the trade, scarcely
any among us who were concerned in its prosecution
could be said to be benefitted by it. Op  the contrary,
we were draining our very vitals, to secure to the people
of the United States those advantages of which we our-
selves stood so greatly in need. To them indeed, very
extensive profits resulted from the trade ; by thecarriage
of the article to the ports in their territory where it was
disposed of for consumption ; and to the consumer, who
procured an article so greatly required, at a lower price
through that medium, than he could have obtained it at
through any otier.

These remarks are meant to applv to the trade in
this article which was carried on with the people of the
United States, previous te the late war with that coun-
try, and for some time after its conclusion. As the re-
strictions however which were for some time upon it,
no longer exist, and it is again wholly pursued through
the same destructive and poisonous course, it is believed
that the same observations will at present apply to it.

T'o a person of tiie slightest reflection, it mustsure-
ly argue great political blindness, or an uncommon want
of prudence and economy in a country,which possesses an
article so readily and cheaply prepared for market as the
one of which we have been speaking, and for which there
is an extensive demand in an adjoining country, to per-
mit the trade in it to run constantly in that channel, in
which al] the advantage is derived to the latter.

It might here seem in some measure appropriate te
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the design of the observations contairged in thse sheets,
to point out some regulations which might beadopted,to
render the export of this article, lucrative and beneficial
to the Province. An attempt to that effect would accor-
dingly be made, if it were not conceived, that a continu-
ance of the recent restrictions imposed by the American
government, relative to a trade with these Colonies; or
the event of another war with that country, (which from
the hostile disposition it continually displays towards
Great-Britain, it is seriously to be apprehended will take
place before long),will either of them very much reduce,
1f not wholly put a stop to this pernicious and unprofita-
ble traffic. An endeavour will be made in some subse~
quent pages, to show to how much better purpose, than
in any trade whatever in this article, the labour of the
Province could at present be employed, in Agricultural
pursuits, and in the improvement of the many natural
advantages it possesses,

These advantages, notwithstanding the assertions
which have been made of the unfruitfulness of its soil in
general,and of the existence ofa variety of circumstances,
which will ever operate to prevent our rising to an opu-
lent and prosperous condition, will be found upon a can-
fiid and unprejudiced investigation, to be numerous and
1mportant.

The fisheries of different descriptions, to the conduc-
ting of which such facilities present themselves on every
part of our coasts, even under present circumstances,
contribute to our advantage in a very considerable de-
gree : and with a proper attention to those objects, with
which their success is intimately conmected, and in parti-
eular to agriculture, they might be made one of the prin-
aipal sources of our wealth and general prosperity. It is
chiefly th'rough these,we are enabled to procure from the.
WestIndiesan ample and regulas supply of those articles,
which are now considered as making part of the necessa-
ties of life ; and on these we must ever ina great mea-
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sure depend, for the prosecution of our commercial pur-
suits.

The number and excellence of the harbours of this
Province, are also to be considered as greatly to its ad-
vantage ; particularly as respects the prosecution of the
fisheries in the several modes in which they are carried
on; and by the safety and convenience, with which the
coasting trade is in consequence conducted. Many of
them are of a description which will afford security to
vessels of almost every burthen ; and are well situated
for the prosecution of an extensive foreign trade.

In almost every part of the Province,great quantities
of lime stone are found: in several places quarries of free
stone ofan excellent deseription, as some of our buildings
will testify ; and the extensive Mines of Coal in the eas-
tern quarter ofit, are certainly to be considered a most
valuable treasure.

These latter, will doubtless in course of time give
rise to a trade, which will be carried on not only to dif-
ferent parts of the Province, but the other quarters, aand
contribute in no trifling degree to advauce our prosper-
ity.  This article, is indeed almost the only one furnish-
ed among ourselves, the supply of which to the people
of the United States,through the trade we pursue with
them at present, is conceived to be much for our gener-
al advantage. Although such a portion of our labour,
could not at present be very well spared from other em-
ployments, as would be sufficient for a very extensive
working of these Mines, yet such an increase ofthe la-
bouring class, it is trusted will be found before long, and
such a reduction in the price of labour will take place,
that we shall be able, greatly to extend and improve not
only this, but every othersource of advantage we pos-
46385, :
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Our climate, it must surely be conceded is a very
healthy one ; and although the season of vegetation is
not of very long continuance, it will be found, that it is
superior in several respects, to that of a number of coun-
tries, which through skill and industry have carried ag-
ricultural pursuits to the greatest perfection. Only the two
essentials just menticned are wanting, in order that the
same may be accomplished here. The scantiness of our
crops which at times has been found, and indeed some of
the total failures of them which have taken place, may
very justly be attributed, as much, if not more, to'
the neglect of making a proper use of the earliest part ot
the season of vegetation, as to the shortness of its dura-
tion, or any other cause. In many parts of the Province,
the attention of one set of husbandmen has been so great-
1y directed to other pursuits, durirg almost every parf of
the year, that they have peglected at the proper period,
to place their grounds in that state of preparation,which
would enalle them to put iu their seeds, as carly as skill
and experience in their occupation would require. By
reasou of such neglect, they have often been employed
in making a harried and defective preparation of the soil,
at a time when the seed should be in its bosom, or rising
above it. il consequence has frequently been, that an
unkindly frost in the autumn has disa rpointed their
hopes, and rendered all their labours unaviiling, by des-
troying in the course ofa very few hours nearly all those
fruits of their fiel i, which i their seeds had been sowed
sufliciently early, would then have been secured from its
power. Another class, through extreme unskillfulness
in husbandry, have sufiered their doubts and their fears
about sowing their seed at too early a period, to cause a
similar delay, whereby they have been made to experi-
ence a like unhappy resnlt of their labours. In proof of
what has here been advanced, may be mentioned, what is
well known to bave been oiten the case, that of farmers
residing in the same settlement or peighbourhood, they
who having been skilled in their occupation, and atten-
tive to itspursuit, have sown their grain as early as the
season would at all permit, have reaped a plentiful har-
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vest ; while they who have delayed to put it in until a
later period, have been left to bewail the reverse. More
particular observations will hereafter be made, relative
to the eauses of a delay so fatally injurious, and of the
little attention which has been hitherto bestowed among
us, to the acquisition and improvement of skill in agri-
cultural pursuits.

Pursuing sfill further our inquiry into the natural
advantages possessed by this Province, the great quanti-
ty of timber it contains of the most usefal and valuable
descriptions, must certainly be mentioned as one of the
most important among them. This article has indeed
for many years past been exported to a very great ex-
tent, with what degree of advantage to the Colony in
general, is not however so easy to determine, very dif-
ferent opinions being entertained on the subject. The
exporting merchants can speak best respecting the pro-
fits of this trade, as it has been found upon an attentive
observation, that except them, few who have had any
thing to do with it have in the end improved their cir-
cumstances. '

With respect to the soil of the Province, it will in
general be found by the skilful and industrious farmer,
of a description which cannot afford him any reasonable
cause for complaint. Much has of Jate been very justly
¢aid in its favour,by a writer in one of our weekly papers,
who has gone through such a course of scientific and ju-
dicious observations upon Agricultural subjects,and set
forth such urgent and powerful arguments to induce a
closer attention to them here, as have fully entitled him
to the grateful acknowledgements of every well wisher
to the country. "

Without attempting a chemical analysis or expla.
nation of the nature and properties of those ingredients
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which are emploved in nourishing and bringing to ma-
turity, the several products of the earth ; and endeavour-
ing to show to what extent they exist in the soil in the
different parts of the Province, 1t may safely be affirmed
from facts and experience which enable the most illiter-
ate to judge, that in several places, for the raising of
grain of various descriptions, and of those vegetables
which are most commonly required for the use of man,
itis fully equal to that of most countries in the world.—
It is declared by many, whose veracity there is no reason
to doubt, and who are well acquainted with the soil in
general in most parts of the Continent of North Ameri-
ca ;—that there is scarcely a State or Province through-
out it, in which within the same extent of territory, a
greater portion of land of a valuable and fertile descrip-
tion is contained, thanis here to be found. We possess,
it is well known some very extensive bodies of if, lying
together, which in some instances of skilful cultivation
have actually proved that their powers of production are
as great, and that they can be made to yield and bring to
pertection, as great a variety of the mest useful products,
as the most fertile soil in scme of those Couniries which
have greatly excelied in agricultural pursuits,

The mi~lortane with us has ever yet been, that in
general the vegetative powers of our soil, have not been
sufficiently understood or called into exercise. "T'he in-
dolent or unskilful hushandman, when he has failed of
receiving the fruits of his fields as abundantly askLe hop-
ed and expected, will be ever more ready to charge it to
their unprolific nature, or to any other cause, than to
cuspeet any defictency or fanlt in himscli. fience, have
arisen the whole of the complaints which have sometimes
been made by hushandmen and others among us abont

cur climate and soil.

r ! . .
The first step towards improvement in every art and
employment in life, is to hecome acquainted with curig-
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norance respecting it. It will be well therefore for cur
husbandmen, in the course of their endeavours to in-
crease their skill in their occupation, to reflect candidly
and seriously with themselves, upon their past miscarri-
ages, and to strive to.gascertain their true and genuine
causes. If they are sincere in those endeavours, itisin-
deed a reflection, which upon some occasions, they will
almost of necessity be led to make. Should they in en-
tertaining it, and in seeking after improvement in their
occupation, discover as they assuredly will, that the
scanty harvests they have <ometimes received,havebeen
owing to a deficiency of skill, er scme such inattention
or delay as has lately been spoken of, rather than to any
lack of vegetative power in the soil, they surely must
and will, be thereby aiimated and enconraged in their
future exertions.

In making still {urther observations respecting our
soil, it may be mentioned in part illustration of what
has been advanced in its favour, that from one of the
eastern districts, where agricul ture has not arrived even
at the same state of improvement in general, that it has
in some other parts of the Province : and where the at-
tention of the people has constantly beenin a great mea-
sure Jed off to other pursuits, large quantities of wheat
were many years ago frequently exported. There too
of late years, except when those afllicting dispensations
of Providence were experienced, in nearly the total de-
struction of the crops, from which no country has been
always exempt, there has been found a surplus of grain,
and flour produced within it, which has been disposed of
in a neighbouring district and in other places. In some
parts of it, the reiurns from graia of various descriptions,
and particularly from wheat, have even under a moder-
ately skilful cultivation been surprisingly great. The
same has been known, with respect to a great portion of
the Jand under cultivation, in most other quarters of the
Province. Even thesoil about the Capital, which it is
notorious is naturally as steril and unproductive, as al-
most any we have,has underskilful cultivation been made
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to yield in what may very fairly be termed, uncommon a-
bundance. Upon the whole 1t is by no means too much
to affirm, that taking the soil of the several counties and
districts in general, there is not one of them, in which a
sufficientportion of bread might not be produced for the
consumption of its inhabitants, even by the number of
them at present engaged in husbandry ; while 1n somea
superabundance could certainly be furnished.

It is true there are some who deny these positions,
and from whose conversations and dogmatical assertions,
a person unacquainted with the Province would be led
to imagine, that the soil is and will ever remain steril
and unprofitable, that most of the bounties of nature here
spr-ken of have been lavished to no purpose, that some
cause or other will always operaie to prevent their ex-
tecsive improvement, and that we must forever continue
dependent upon some other country for the first neces-
sar; of lif-. To say that such language proceeds from a
disposition in those persons, to thwart and injure the in-
terests of the Province, would he jndging them too harsh-
ly. It may however be said with progriety ot some of
thewmn,thar they ave ignorant of its local circumstances and
general characteristics, and therefore are blameable for
their rushness and presumption, and of others that they
are of thatindolent and weak disposition, which becomes
alarm>d and discouraged when the siightest obstacles a-
rise, and which sinks before those dificuliies which pre-
sent themselves in every country, in the first stages of

*its settlement and improvement.

Others there are, who hold that it would be useless
and unavailing to make any great exertions for the im-
provement of these advantages, or to strive to multiply
cur means of defence against foreign attack ; for that
this Colony with all the neighbouring ones, will inevi-
taply fall into the possession of the United States, and
be retained by them as a part of their territory. In con-
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formity with this opinion, some of these dastardly and
contemptible spirits are not ashamed to avow, when they
can do so with safety to their selfish schemes, that in the
event of an attempt at its conquest being made from that
quarter, they will yield no sacrifice in its defence which
they can possibly avoid, but will as far as they can, ob-
serve a neutrality, and vitimately join with the party
prevailing.

‘These sentiments, it may be shewn them, may pro-
bably proveasinjurious in the end to their true interests,
as they are contrary to the ties of allegiance and duty
under which they are placed. Persons of this lukewarm
and indifferent disposition on political subjects, and who
profess to have no attachment to one form of government
more than to another, any further than their private in-
terest is concerned, are despised or thought lightly of by
all, and through every change still remaining suspected,
can seldom reap much advantage from any.

"The case of this Province is at present totally differ-
ent, from what that of the British Colonies, which pow
compose the American Unton, was at the time of their
revolt, They conceived that they were oppressed, and
that those rights which pertained to them, and that con-
stitution which their forefathers had received and enjoy-
ed were invaded, and finding all their remonstrances fai}
of procuring the desired redress, they flew to arms, as-
serted their independence, and the separation which
eventually took place, may chiefly be charged to that un-
wise and unjust policy respecting them which thes pre-
vailed in the councils of Great-Britain. In that con-
test, it was even perfectly justifiable for each individeal
to side with the party which he felt a conviction was in
the right. Without attempting to discuss the impovtant
points which were then in dispute, or to hazard an cpin-
ion upon them, it is consistent with the obligatiens of
allegiance and duty to observe; that although ii is 1m-
periously required of every individual to remain loyal
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and obedient to that government which is entitled to
claim his attachment and support ; yet that he is never
bound to relinquish the inalienable rights of his nature,
or that freedom which the constitutional principles of his
gountry has granted him, and that they who resist syste-
matic and continued attempts at oppression, can never
with justice be stigmatized as guiity of rebellion.

. Here no such causes of complaint can be urged as
were advanced on that unhappy occasion.  Qur rights
are respected and preserved to us inviolate ; not the
slightest atlempts ave made to impose burthens upen us;
but each individual enjoys all that liberty of every des-
cription which is compatible with the safety and welfare
of the society at large.

Let such as entertain a partiality towards the institu-
tions of that country, and may be inclined to extol the
boasted liberty of iis people, inform themselves ofthe
taxes and public burthens wlich even now they endure ;
let them learn the extent of those privatiors and incon-
veniences they underwent during their late contest with
Great-Britain ; and then let them veflect upon their own
almost total exemption from any such burthens; on the
protection, the abundance, and comforts they enjoyed
during that period ; and surely they will become satis-
fied with their situaticn, and be solicitous to preserve and
improve, the blessings and advantages they have now in
their power. 'To the wavering and dissatisfied on polit-
ical subjects, such inquiries and reflections may be well
recommended, as they will conduce not more to establish

their repose, than in all probability to further their in-
terest.

~ The people of that country should be looked upon
by us, in the same light with any other description of
foreizters ; and in anyattack they might make upen us,
vhould-upon every principle whatever, meet with as vig-
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orous and determined resistance as should be offered to
other invaders. 1f they should be ultimately successful
in any such attack, we may rest assured, that we should
not be treated any better by them,than the people of con-
quered countries have generally heen by those who sub-
dued them. Let suchas may be inclined to suppose, that
in making such attack, they would exercise any uncom-
mon degree of humanity and forbearance from violence,
reflect upon the cruelties and devastations which it is so
notoriously known they committed, in the invasions of
the Canadian Provinces ; where the intercourse with
them had been more intimate and extensive than it has
even beep with us ; and surely they must be convinced,
that we should not receive less distressing and barbarous
treatment,

Our language towards them, has indeed been too
strongly expressive of dislike and resentment; and we
have too strenuously endeavoured to annoy them when-
ever we could, to expect that if they had us in their pow-
er, they would treat us with much magnanimity, moder-
ation, or favour. They would view us with jealousy and
distrust, and although such as would submit to renounce
their former allegiance, and to enter into obligations of
adherence to their government, might probably be allow-
ed to retain their possessions; yet undoubtedly they
would not permit us to enjoy equally with themselvesall
sources of emolument and advantage.

In addition toall these considerations, let those who
may feel the indifference which has been spoken of, he
assured that we are considered by Great-Britain of too
much importance, for her to permit usto be finally wrest-
ed from under her dominion : and therefore, that should
the government of the United States, even succeed at a-
ny time in obtaininga temporary possession ofthe Colo-
ny, such vigorous and powerful exertions would he made
to regain it ; and such determined resistance throughoug
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would be made by all truly loyal subjects among us, that
they would not be able to maintain that contemptible
neutrality they would wish. They would quickly be
discovered ; and any backwardness or reluctance they
might show to stand forward and exert themselves in
defence of the country, would eventually meet with the
treatment it deserved. Let such therefore, in time be
warned of the consequences of cherishing that disposi-
tion, let them instantly determine to maintain their alle-
giance through every vicissitude ; and reflecting on the
many blessings they at present enjoy, resolve that ifever
the hour of trial should arrive, they will show the sense
they entertain of their value, by their vigorous efforts to
ensure their continuance.

Here, our attention may naturally enough be direct-
ed to the conduct of those, who professing themselves to
be British subjects, and being under the ties of alleginnce
as such, are satisfied to remain under the government of
that country which entertains such a hostile disposition
towards us.  Not only while amicable relations in pro-
fession subsist, are great numbers of those persons, there
to be found, contributing by their pursuits to increase its
wealth and resources 3 but there did mmany of them wil-
lingly continue, doing the same, while open hostilities
prevailed, and were toall outward appearance espousing
and supporting its cause.  Such persons are not worthy
of belonging to any government whatever. They must
be conscious that no confidence is placed in them where
they are, and their shallow professions of attachment to
the British government, cannot shield them from the
contempt of all its truly loyal and dutiful subjects.

Among the celebrated nations of antiquity, scarcely -
any punishment was more dreaded by the individual than
an exile from the country of his birth. By many who
possessed ardent and powerful feelings, even death itself
was preferred belore a continuance in that state. Among
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those also, scarcely any species of conduct was conceiv-
ed more base and detestable, or punished more severely,
than for the native of any country voluntarily to with-
hold from it his support,when it was engaged in hostilities
withanother. Iach individual then ranged himself un-
der the standard of the country of his nativity ; and
scarcely any other emulation subsisted, than who should
vield the most extensive and magnanimous sacrifices, or
display the most powerful exertions to preserve itsinde-
pendence and freedom.

In modern ages, notwithstanding the well grounded
boast of superiority over those nations in the advantages
and refinements of civilized life, and with regard to the
humanity and even courtesy which is exercised in the
practice of war, those patriotic exertions and feelings
have undoubtedly experienced a.decay. Too great a
proportion of those who belong to the most highly civil-
ized States which at present exist, and who enjoy the
greatest portion of political advantages, have found other
objects than their country whereon to employ their af-
fections and labours. The importance at present so uni-
versally attached to the possession of wealth, (which is
almost wholly to be ascribed to the great prevalence
of commercial pursuits) has made the obligations ofalle-
gianceand duty to be too generally esteemed of littlecon-
sideration, when placed in competition with the views of
self-interest.

But leaving the particular investigation of the cau-
ses which have produced the decay which has been spo-
ken of, to the speculative and philosophical, we may
proceed even consistently with the maxims of the most
contracted and selfish to observe ; that if what has been
stated respecting the many natural advantages possessed
by this Province be correct,a variety of motives may un-
doubtedly be urged to induce their improvement. Those
advantages now are exclusively our own, and as we are

.
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suceuraged and protected in their free and liberal enjoy-
ment, it greatly behoves us to preserve them in our power,

However lightly we may esteem them, the govern-
rifent of the United States is fully sensible of their impor-
tance and value, and therefore is so earnestly desirous
of possessing them. To enable it to effect this favorite
object of making them its own, whenever a convenient
season presents itself, no pains or exertions does it spare.
Its late commercial regulation, by which our vessels are
precluded from entering the ports of its territory, and
all its restrictions imposed upon trade, so far as they af.
fect us, are evidently intended, to prevent as far as pos-
sible our improvement of those advantages either for an-
noyance or defence : and so to weaken and dishearten
us, that the object of desire may be meore readily and ef-
fectually aceemplished.

While this course is pursued on one hand, on the
other that Government is equally vigilant to enlarge
and improve its own means of offensive operation. [ts
navy is greatly increased ; a very formidable military
force is kept up and employed, in making encroachmen(s
and in the commission of hostilities upon the people of
one nation or other, as though for the express purpose
of inurineg it to the scenes and the habits of war ; and e-
very measure is pursued, for improving the discipline
and skill of'a powerful body of mulitin.” In short, it is
sufficiently obvious, that its most vigorous exertions are
engaged for enlarging all the resources of the country ¢
and for exciting one cowmso sentiment and dispositicn

throughout it, relative to the favourite design already
explained.

_ If therefore we are satisfied with the tenure unde:
which we possess those advantayes, and are desirous o!
retaining them ; if we cherish a love for the happy con.
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stitution under vwhich we live; and for the laws whick
secure to us the freedom and privileges we enjoy ; if
those among us who were born in the country, feel any
attachment to their native seats ; we should rouse from
the legarthy and indifference in which we have long been
unhagpily sunk, and use our utmost exertions to increase
our means of resistance ; so that the hour requiring their
employment may find us prepared. If we neglect the
present season for so doing, we may hereafter awake as
from a dream, and with the bitterest regrets, find for the
first time in the employment of those advantages by o-
thers, the extent of their importance and value.

The present peried of tranquility is the one, when
the menus of improving the permanent sources of our
prosperity and of preparing for their defence, can most
extensiveiv and effectually be employed. It is incum-
bent theretore, upon all classes and descriptions of per-
sons among %3, who wish we!l to the country, to lay aside
all party tews, iealousies, and distinctions, and as those
whom we have »very reason to be satisfied are envious
of the advantages we enjuy, are uniiing in the design of
seizing on their possession, on some favorable occasion,
immediately to become united also, in preparing for their
defence, and in the determination to struggle for their
preservation to the utimost extremity.

In this loyal and patriotic course, those who fill the
first ranks and occupy stations of trust and importance
among us should certainly be found to take the lead, and
should exhibit a striking asd magnanimous example,.
These, should not rest from employing and directing the
resources of the country, and from stimulating and en-
couraging the industry, the enterprize, and zeal of all
others, for promoting those important and laudable pur-
poses. Asitis indeed ihe duty of every individual to
use his endeavours for effecting the same, so there would
be few but would find suchconduct contribute in the end
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io the advancement of private advantage. Ifeach one
could be persuaded to view his own interest as involved
in that of the whole, which undoubtedly in a great mea-
aure is the case, and to act in conformity therewith, with
the numerous advantages we posse:=s, the general pros-
perity would quickly experience the most rapid increase.
After pursuing such a course,if even when called upon to
regel any hostile invasion, success should not attend
us in our patrioticexertions, we should enj»y the consci-
ousness of having acquitted ourselves of our duty ; and
remain free from those self reproaches and unavailing re-
mrets, which ia the case of improvidence or neglect, never
fail to augment and embitter, every species of deprivation
or suffering.

In thie progress of our exertions to improve the ad-
vantages we possess, we shall also become more scu-ible
of their value, and consegunently be invigorated in the
pursuit to extend them ; and more confirmed in the deter-
niination to yield every sacrifice which may become
necessary for their preservation. It iscertainly not yet
known from experience, and indeed is conceived but by
few, how far some of the priicipal sourees from which
our prosperity must be derived, dre suvceptille of im-
provement, and can be made to contribute to our general
advantage. Jtis frequently the case with states as with
individuale, that the most powerful means within their
reach o advancing their wealthyor ensuring their comfort
and safety, either long remain wholly neglected, or re-
ceivé but a very partial developement. Iither industry
or enterprize are wanting to call them into exercise.

Through the pursuit of the patriotic and laudable
enurse recomnended, the strongest inducements and en-
courzgement will arise, to an increase of the population
of the colory, by emigration from diflerent quarters, of
such a description of persons as will afford that additional
vesigineee we require.  Even without the direct and
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pointed endeavours of the government of a country to in-
crease its population, it is almost universally found, that
this augments in proportion to the developement and im-
provement of the advantages it is discovered, or known
to possess. Men will naturally resort where the sitvation
is made to hold forth the most alluring invitation. In
the present day therefore, when the most extensive emi-
grations are taking place, and when, as has been slready
observed,the thirst after gain is much more prevalent and
powerful than patriotic attachments, population is most
effectually to be encouraged and increased, by the ex-
tension and improvement of the sources of individual

profit.

It may also be urged as a motive to excite us to em-
ploy and continue our patriotic exertions, that the in-
crease of our wealth, population, and general prosperity
which would certainly follow,would lead the parent state
to attach such still further importance to our remaining
under its government, that we should receive more ex-
tensive encouragement, protection, and support.

Many other arguments may be found, and motives
get forth, for stimulating our endeavours to improve the
advantages in.our power; but surelv by such as will
take time ceriously to reflect upon the present situation
of the Colony,and upen the hostile designs which are
cherished against it, those which have been mentioned
will be considered sufliciently urgent and powerful. We
hear many of them indeed advanced every day, but with
the exception of some recent, and it is much to be feared
only extorted and occasional promises of vigorous exer-
tion. by far the greater number of those who employ
them, exhibit in their general conduct, very little solici-
tude about effecting the objects to whichthey are applied.
Complaints, have we also frequently heard, and still do
we continue to hear, of the defect of patriotism and pub-
lic spirit, and of the apathy and indifference with respect
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to those objects,which pervade all ranks and descriptions
of persons among us ; while none will be found willing
to admit that they ever existed, or at present exist in
themselves.

Here, it cannot surely be thought irrelative to the
sub ects just treated of, nor appear altogether an impro-
per, or unprofitable employment, te investigate the lead-
ing causes, to which those defects, and that indifference
may be attributed.

The first step towards reformation and improvement,
as well with societies as with individuals, is to ascertain
the nature and full extent, of the faults and follies with
which they are chargeable. It surely is better to be con-
vineced of these, in the voice of our own unbiassed reflec-
tions, or to hear them from a friend, than to learn them
at a period, when a consciousness of their magnitude, can
only tend to foster unavailing regrets and reproaches, or
to swell the triumphs of an eneiny.

It may probably be objected, that such an inquiry
and exposition has been rendered unnecessary, for that
the reformation and stimulus it would seek to produce,
has already been effected ; that we have recently become
fullv convinced of our former follies and neglects, and of
the true causes of all our miscarriges ; and that a spirit
of patriotism, industry, and enterprize has been so uni-
versally arcused and called into exercise, that without
turther warning or admonition, our general prosperty
will speedily experience the most rapid advancement.—
It mav in answer be observed, that there is generally
canger in the cases of vehement expressions of a sudden
&iteyusion in public sentiments, habits, and views, that
it is not radical, and of a nature which is likely to con-
tinve : but that it is merely occasional, and will depend
for it» Jduration upon the novelty of the mode which was



(2]
g

employed to effect it; or upon the existence of some tem-
porary circumstance. The improveinent in those res-
pects which is likely to be durable, is generally gradual
in its progress ; and requires to be constantly cherished.
ftis only by vigorous exertion, and unshalen persever-
ance, that habits which have long had the predominance
are subdued and wholly eradicated. Men too generally
require not only to be told of their errors, but to he fre-
quently warned against their repetition ; and to be often
reminded wherein their true interest consists. If there-
fore it should even be conceded, which it certainly is not,
that the indelent have of late become suddenly industri-
ous; the careless and indifferent about the public pros-
perlty, assiduous and zealous to promote ; the intemper-
ate,sober and regular in their habits ; the selfish, liberal,
and the extravaaant economical and provident; yet still
asit must be admltted that we are but in the first stage
of reformation, we should be as candid in reflecting upon
errors and follies but recently abandoned, and as patient
under censures upon them, as attentive to thecall to still
further improvement. The language of reproof and ad-
monition may often with strictest propriety, be associa-
ted with that of invitation and encouragement.

Moreover, it is conceived, notwithstanding all which
Las recently been advanced relative to our general inter-
csts, that the genuine and principal causes of the tardy
progress they ‘have hitherto made, have not yet been suf-
ficiently and’ comprehensively set forth and explained.—
While some have attributed it to a deficiency of skill, for
the improvement of one of the chief sources of our pros-
perity; and others to ageneral defect of public spiritand
enterprize, none, whether from misconception, design, or
apprehension of personal consequences, have imputed it
to those causes, to which it may with the strictest justice
be ascribed ;—to the habits and manners which have long
been prevalent among us. These, it will be found upon
candid and unprejudiced investigation, have throughout
every class and order of persons, been of such descrip-
tions as deserve the severest animadversion,
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To commence with the higher and middling classes
of the society, it may be ohserved ; that habits of luxury,
dissipation, and extravagance have prevailed throughout
these, and particularly among the latter, to an extreme
and fatally injurious extent. These habits, it is proba-
ble may with some in the capital of the Province, have
had their origin in an improper imitation of the style and
fashion of conduct, observed by the principal characters
in the extensive military and naval establishments which
have been kept up for the protection of the Colony.—
The manners of these, seldom or never fail to have a
striking effect, upon those of most of the persons in civil
situations, among whom they are placed.

Itis not here intended to insinuate, that they are
to blame, for any ill consequences of that description
which have proceeded from their residence among us.
They are here for our own protection and defence ; their
conduct ir general is entitled to our esteem and respect,
and such as is consistent with their stations and honora-
ble employments. 1t is the imitation of their manners
and fashion of lite, by those whose pursuits are totally
disstinular ; and whoese conductand views should be re-
gulated by differentstandards, that is deserving of cen-
sure.

'This, however has had but a very limited operation
and effect in forming and establishing the habits com-
plained of. They have chiefly been engendered and
confirmed, through the wealth which at particular per-
iods, suddenly flowed into many individuals engaged in
commercial pursuits.

The mercantile interest has ever been the prevailing
and indeed it may be said the overbearing one in this
Province. During the late arduous and long. continued
contest between Great-Britain and France, but more
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particularly during hostilities with the United States of
America, a variety of circumstances concarred to render
our commerce extremely flourishing and successful. The
rapid aequisition of wealth, by many engaged in its spe-
culations and pursuits, and the extensive prospects of
gain afforded thereby, affected nearly all orders and de-
scriptions of persons ; and stimulated numbers, to enter
upon that apparently speedy course of improving or est-
ablishing their fortunes. The wania for embarking
therein, was so universal and powerful, that some quit
the plough, others the work-shop ; and disdaining their
simple and quiet occupations ; and dissatisfied with the
gradual, but certain profits they were acquiring therein,
rushed at once into all the bustle, the intrigues, and per-
plexities of trade.

Of these, a great number were in truth unfitted for
its pursuit, in point of education, being so illiterate, that
they could not even keep or adjust their own accounts
with any kind of propriety or correctness ; and were on-
ly qualified for the simple but honest employments they
had left,

Many who had been engaged in forwarding the Ag-
riculture of the country, (that only permanent source of
its prosperity) were now found in all, even the most re-
mote situations, hourly employed in administering the
means of intoxication,and doing all in their power to cor-
rupt the morals, and prevent the industrious exertions,
of all who resided in their poisonous, and destructive
neighbourhood.

During those periods of commercial prosperity,
some possessing superior information and ski?l, and be-
ing more enterprizing, acquired large portions of wealth.
Of these, not a few posseﬁing weak and diminutive
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minds, in the course of its acquisition, could not forbes
its ostentatious and gratifying display ; and in the a1
dour of enjoying it, launched into scenes of luxury, dis
sipation, and extravagance, deserving of the .severes
animadversion and censure,

Others, who were not so successful, were influen
ced by their example, and impatient of delay until th
meaps of securing the continued gratification of thei
weak, or vicious desires could be obtained, rushed s
once into the same rounds of folly and dissipation ; i
which they becamesatisfied to exhaust the profits of thei
employments, as they were daily acquired.

All ranks and descriptions of persons seemed infect
ed with the same lust of luxurious indulgence ; an
scarcely any other emulation or competition appeare
to subsist, than who should surpass in splendour ofequip
age or dress, or in the extravagance and profusion ¢
testive entertainments.

While the season of prosperity continued, it woul
have been accounted a proof of extreme ignorance of th
modes of civilized life, and even rudeness ¢f manners
to have sought for a shop-keeper behind his counter, o
a merchant in his countiug-house, after a certain hou
in the day. A stated portion in the middle part of i
was adjudged sufli~ient for attendance in those places
the remainder was exhausted in the enjoyments of th
convivial board ; and a late hour in the night, foun
the same persons at the gaming table ; or engaged i
some frivolous but expensive amusements.

Some, there undoubtedly were, who refrained fros
those excesses ; and who employed their utmot industr
and prudence, duriag that period of prosperity, to se
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gure the means for their future comfort and support :
but the observations which have been made, will upon
candid and unprejudiced reflection, be found too gener-
ally to apply. In describing the habits and manners of
a people, they are only to be spoken of in general terms.

From the prevalence of those scenes of dissipationa
lamentable defect of public spirit ensued. Each indi-
vidual being whollv engrossed with his own schemes and
prospects of immediate gain, and his private gratifica-
tions, no exertions were made for promoting the welfare
of the public ; or for placing it on those firm and dura-
ble foundations, which alone ecould ensure its advance-
ment, when a change of affairs should take place.

!

Immersed in dissipation, the majority appeared to im-
agine, that the season of prosperity would have no ter-
mination. They did not reflect, that the circumstances
which then concurred so highly to favour the commerce
of the Colony, were merely what may be termed extrin-
sick and adventitious ; and that during their operation,
some of the principal sources of its permanent prosperi-
ty, were receiving no extension or improvement what-
ever, :

Those favorable circumstances have ceased to ex-
ist ; and the consequences which have followed from the
extravagant and dissipated courses just mentioned, have
heen too wofully disclosed, and are too universally
known, to require a particular or laboured recital. The
rumerous insolvencies which almost immediately ensu-
ed, occasioned the greatest public agitation and distress.
The failures of some, who were extensively employed in
mercantile pursuits, and who had deeply engaged in
those rounds of folly, and extravagance, accelerated the
downfal of great numbers of others ; and that credit and
confidence, which when restrained within the ordinary
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limits of prudence, afford vigour and extension to trade,
appeared to b~ shaken to the very foundations. In the
Capital of the Province in particular, the most gloomy
distrusts and apprehensions prevaile:; and to abundance
and rejoicing, misery and despondence succeeded.

But the evil consequences of those habits did not
stop here. Asis ever the case, they produced a disre-
gard of all honestand moral obligations. Many of those
persons, had not virtue and foriitude sufficient to strug-
gle with their embarrassments and difficulties ; and to
strive by a course of honest industry and prudence, to
satisly the lawful demands which were against them, but
soon after their failures were known, or through dread
of impending insolvency, absconded from the country.

The gaols were for some time crowded with others,
who after being released upon giving up what they chose
to declare themselves possessed cf, (which but seldom
was worth the acceptance of their creditors) either left
the Proviuce also ; or remained as mere drones, or bur-
thens withinit. Some of these ave still to be seen among
us, whose former extravagance and habits of dissipation,
have rendered them too proud and indolent, to turn to
the labour of cultivating the soil of the country ; and
who will scarcely exertthemselvesin any way,sufficient-
ly to procure even a scanty and miserable subsistence,
for themselves and their families.

Those courses ¢f dissipation and folly, are stillhow-
ever pursued by great numbers to an extent which is
bigiily deserving of blame ; and quite inconsistent with
the v:ate of the Province in general. 1t is to be trusted
however, that the warnings which their consequences
bave so recently and fully afforded, have had beneficial
effecis on the majority ; and that it will be long before

they 'l again be so universally and fatally followed,
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They must ever, but particularly under the circumstan.
ces at present existing, have the effect of retarding the
general welfare of the Colony ; and if persisted in, can
only be expected in common, to lead to the same unhap-
py results toindividuals, which of late they have so ex-
tensively produced.

The season of bankruptcies it is true has for some
time been over; and our domestic affairs have assumed,
and have latterly hornes tranquil,andeven rather a cheer-
ing appearance : but it was sufficiently observable, that
a general lethargy and despondence respecting the public
prosperity, succeeded to those scenes of agitation, dis-
tress, and insolvency, which if continued im full force,
would have proved nearly as injurious, as those rounds
of luxury and extravagance.

The opportunities which have been lost can never
be recalled ; but much may still be done for promoting
public as well as private advantage, by those who are
made sensible of their errors ; and who will employ for-
titude, resolution, and perseverance, in endeavouring to
retrieve them. These qualities it can seldom be too late
to exert. They will afford the best atonement for form-
er imprudence ; and may yet shield us from some of the
most formidable evils, with which. we are threatened.

While the prevalence of those dissipated habits,
throughout the classes which have been mentioned, have
been injurious to the welfare of the Province ; there are
others which respect the inferior and more laborious or-
ders, which have hitherto been, and yet continue to be,
even still more pernicious and destructive to its inter-
ests,

The peasantry of a country, are for a variety of rea-
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somns, to be considered the most truly valuable and i
portant description of persons within it.  On their get
ral habits and character, its safety and welfare must e\
be chiefly dependant. Industry, temperance, and pi
dence amono them, will obviate or overcome, nearly e
ry natural or political defect or disadvantage. Ev
under the most arbitrary, and oppressive systems of g¢
ernment ; and with the greatest hardships, and diffic
ties to encounter, possessing those estimable qualiti
they will render the country they inhabit, in a cert:
degree preosperous and flourishing.  Obn the other ha
1f the opposite characteristics belong to them, the mi
wise and ha;py institutions and laws, are useless and ¢
availing ; and all the bounties of nature they possess,
to them have seen lavished in vain.  Poverty and d
tress, will generally be their portion ; and their poli
cal freedom and safety will ever beinsecureand precario:

To every person who has had opportunities of o
serving the maaners and habits of the more laborious ¢
ders of persons in this Provinee, it must be striking
apparent ;—that the vice of intemperance is prevalent
mong them, to an alarming and fatal extent.  There
even too much reason aflorded whereon to ground t
belief, that but very few countries can be found, in whi.
it has more generally prevailed, nor in which it has pr
duced more pernicious, and destructive effects. Hes
not only men of every age indulge in the excessive use
intoxicating liquors, but the tender season of youth
covrupted, by initiation inte the same vicious and ruino
practice. {tis not at all uncommon, to see young pe
«ons who are stiil under the guardianship and authori
of their parenis, and who reside under their roofs, loite
ing about the taverns, and seizing every opportuni

aftorded them of partaking of the means of intoxicatio
Phey arve not ashaned or afraid, to appear before the
parents ov the public, in that disgraceful situation. I

deed the former. ‘on generally, could not with any for
@i consistency veprove them ;  they themselves daily a
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fording the pernicious example.  Truth will toe suffici-

ently warrant the assertion, whatever degree of sorrow,

humiliation, or regret may be feltin advancing it, that

from even the season of boyhood, to the latest period of

age, the improper use of those liquors, is in general, as

flielaely followed and indulged in, as opportunities will
allow.

During the most precious seasons of the year, while
the hushandman and the labourer should be employed in
depositing the seed in the earth, in securing the harvest,
orin the other labours of the field ; they are too fre-
quently found rioting in intemperance, in those places
which can be termed little better, than sinks of vice and
debauchery.

A great portion of the profits derived from the la-
bours of the farmer, the mechanic, and others pursuing
the most useful and valuable occupations, and which
should be employed in the education of their children,
and in providing for the comfortable maintenance and
support of their families, are exhausted in indulging that
fatal propensity. =~ What numerous examples may be
found, of persons who once possessed the comforts of life
in even an abundant degree, and were what is usuall
termed, ‘quite easy and independant as to worldly affairs,
who through its pursuit and indulgence, in the course of
a few years, have been reduced to insolvency and wretch-
edness ; and whose possessions havein one form or other,
eventually been grasped and secured, by those who sup-
plied them with the means of destruction.

The evil is indeed so great in some parts of the Pro-
vince, that a road even through the most unfrequented
and newly formed settlements, can seldom be travelled,
without meeting with persons, reeling with intoxication,
and bearing with them the means of continuing the de-
bauch.
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‘T'o all who are sincerely desirous of seeing the Co+
lony prosper, it must undoubtedly be matter of sorrow
and regret, that such facilities are afforded to the contin-
vance, and even to the increase, of this most fatal impe-
diment to the advance of its welfare. In every village
and settlement within it, too true it is, that these facilities
exist to the utmost extent. The great numbers who en-
joy permissions for the free and unlimited supply of the
means of intemperance, imply a censure upon those by
whom they are granted ; who certainly should be the
most forward and solicitious, for repressing the evil.

It would evenseem, as though intoxicating liquors,
were here esteemed, among the chief necessaries of life.
In many parts of theProvince,nearly every other house is
atavern,in which scarcely any other refreshment,or com-
fort can be obtained by the traveller,than what thay may
be calculated to afford him.

Through the frequency of open and habitual drank-
enness, it has come to be too generally considered, us
even hardly a crime; certainly not as one of a very
degrading, or beinous nature. A man may con-
tinue its practice to a very great extent, without his
moral character appearing to be much injured in the eyes
of the community at large. Qurlaw it is true considers
itan offence; but how ravely is the punishment prescribed,
carried into effect.

Upon proper reflection however, it will appear, that
no vice is more fruitful of others, noris productive of
more miserable and ruinous consequences.. The time
alone which is exhausted in practicing it, is of serious
importance in a young country like this ; where the ut-
most industry and perseverance is requisite, in all classes
and descriptions of persons. But independantly of the
time thus sacrificed, it produces a constantly prevailing
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dislike,to every species of industrious andactive’exertion,
and an habitual carelessness; and improvidence of dis-
position. '

It may also be said, that it almost universally leads
to poverty, and all the extremes of misery and distress.
How many families do we see, who once enjoyed all the
<omforts of life, reduced to beggary and wretchedness,
through the practice of this vice by those whose duty it
was, to have laboured to shield them from those evils!
What numbers are there among us, who instead of con-
tributing any thing to the welfare of the society, through
this fatal cause, are the greatest burthens uponit! How
many young wen,who once bid fair to become ornaments
to the community, and to yield it the highest advantages,
have been cut off in the prime of their days ! —how many
are daily to be seen, bearing about them the marks of a
runined constitution, and wholly unfitted for every
useful employment ;—entirely from an indulgence in
the intoxicating draught.

This vice more effectually than any other, corrupts
and destroys the ‘whole moral system. Our reasoning
powers, and moral perceptions, have been wisely and
mercifully bestowed, to enable us to restrain and regulate
our passions ; those constant opposers of our happiness.
While those powers and perceptions are subdued, or sus-
pended, by a state of intoxication, the passions are pow-
erfully excited ; and their deluded victim will be readi-
ly led to commit, the most vicious and abandoned, or the
most mean and contemptible actions. The greater num-
her of those who are addicted to this viee, become in its
progress, habituated to falsehood, fraud, and injustice.
Whatever appearances they may assume, or professions
they make, they are in general undeserving of confidence,
and in the season of temptation, their price will be found
te besmall. Inorderto procure the means of gratify-
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ing this vicious propensity, they will‘enter into obliga-
tions and promises, they have not the least intention of
performing ; and without the slightest compunction, will
for the same profligate purpose, appropriate those pro-
ducts of their labours, which should be applied to the
discharge of demands the most conscientious and just.

All attachment to country is weakened or destroyed,
by a habit of drunkenness, and its miserable slave is too
frequently left, without the power or the spirit to defend
his possessions, in the hour of danger.

It would indeed be almost a task without end, to
enumerate the evils resulting from the practice of this
vice; letit suffice tosay, that it tends to corrupt andex-
tinguish the best feelings of the heart, the most valua-
ble principles of the mind ; and leads to the disregard
and destruction, of all moral and social obligations,

Sach are the habits, the folliesand vices which may
too justly be laid to our charge. To their unlimited pre-
valence, more than to any other eause, has it too surely
been owing, that the Province has not arrived at that
state of abundance and prosperity, in which its numer-
ous advantages have promised to place it. It is in vain
to expect, that any material improvement will take place
in our situation, while those obstructions remain, so fa-
tally formidable. It iz therefore the duty of all who
wish well to the country, to exert their utmost endea-
vours to remove or reduce them.

What the eloquence of the preacher, or the maxims .
of the moralist, fail to produce, the warnings and the -
admonitions of the politician, will sometimes effect. Men
are in general more powerfully roused to exertion, by
the apprehensions of present danger, than by any con.



43

sideration which relates to futurity. From hence it will
follow, after what has been stated respecting the proprie-
ty of our entertaining those apprehensions, that no time
should be lost, in employing assiduous and unremitted
exertions for securing our safety.

It was not by indelging in habits of extravagance
and intemperance, that the people of the northern parts
of the -American Union, attained to that height of power
and importance, which at present they occupy. Their
forefathers, in the earlier periods of the settlement of
those countries, had equal, if not greater difficulties to
contend with, than any which have ever been experien-
ced here. 'Temperance, industry, and perseverance
however were their prevailing virtues ; and these still
continue to exist among their descendants, to an extent
which the most invincible prejudice alone, can forbear
to applaud and respect. In many of their largest towns,
where commnercial pursuits are prosecuted to the great.
est extent, and consequently where luxury is In the
greatest degree prevalent, it is said, that with the ex-
ception of those hours, which are indispensibly re-
quisite for refreshment and resf, the merchant, the
shopkeeper, and all other descriptions of persons, are
almost constantly to be found, in the patient and active
prosecution, ofiheir respective occupations and callings.
Those who are employed in the husbandry of the coun-
try, are also in general industrious and sober. Among
them indeed it is said, that the man who is found in the
practice of intoxication, is quickly subjected to degrada-
tion and disgrace. His credit becomes forfeited, and his
company is shunned and avoided, by all who entertain a
regard to reputation.

In the craracter of every people, there are some
things to praise as well as to blame. While therefore
we cherish a regard for our cwn institutions ; and con-
demn the craft and dissumulation, so notoriously pre-
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Jominant in the people of those States ; their temperance,
industry, and enterprize, are highly deserving our closest
imitation.

The power and the safety of a country, are ever in
a greater measure dependant upon the character ofits
people, than upon their numbers or wealth.  This posi-
tion is sufficientiy proved to be true, by the numerous in-
stances recorded in history, of States, in many respects
of but little consideration, and with numbers compara-
tively trifling, successfully resisting the attacks of the
most mighty and formidable Empires, and atchieviag the
most glorious and magnanimous exploits, in preserving
their independence and freedom.  The estimable quali-
ties which have lately been mentioned, will triumph over
every difficulty ; and eventually establish a state ptpros-
perity. The opposite characteristics, produce imbecility
and corruption, and are the most frequent and powerful
causes of the downfall of nations.

To the prevalence of those habits has it also greatly
been owing, that with the exception of the Agricaltural
Societies, which bave but just now received their exis-
tence, so few associations have been heretofore formed
in this Province, having for their object, the advance-
ment of the public prosperity. Of the small number
which have at different periods been established, some
exhibited but little exertion in the cause in which they
embarked, and speedily canie to a dissolution ; while the
individuals composing others, were too narrow-minded
and sclfish, to furnish those means which were requisite
for carrying their views into effect; and their support
soon liecame a charge upon the revenues of the country.
Endeavours have not however been wanting, on the part
=l persons baving the furtherance of self interest in view,
to engage the Province in undertakings, which would
tead to involve it in bankruptey and ruin, '
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Upon taking an impartjal retrospect also of our pub-
lic affairs, it will be found,that many circumstances have
occurred in connection with these, which have operated
to injure the interests of the Colony. Among the num-
ber which might be mentioned, none has been attended
with the pernicious effects, which have followed from
the party disputes and dissentions, which in a former
administration of the government of the Province, pre-
vailed among those, who had the management and dis-
position of its reveuues. Without-a certain degree of
cordiality and unanimity subsisting among the persons,
in whom that important trust is reposed, it is in vain to
expect, that in a young country like this, the publicpros-
perity will experience a very rapid advance. Fora ve-
_ ry considerable period, instead of such a spirit being

predominant here, the proposal cf a measure by one
party, however judicious and well intended, was almost
sufficient of itself, to occasion its rejection with another,
‘That confidence which gives energy and effect to all pub-
lic measures, was not to be found, and jealousies, dis-
trusts, and dissentions, were alone kept in exercise.
Those sums of money which should have been applied
to the most important and beneficial purposes, in conse-
quence of those dissentions, remained more than once,
unappropriated in our treasury ; and those resources of
ihe Colony, on which its welfare must ever chiefly de-
pend, were left without the least stimulation or encou-
ragement.

Tt is of little importance to inquire, what party was
in the greatest measure to blame; but the lesson those
dissentions afford, should not pass unregarded. All who
wish well to the country will unite in the hope, that a
gimilar state ofthings will not speedily occur.

But this cause was pot the only one of a public de-
scription, which had the effect of retarding our prosper-
ity.  1f we look a little farther we shall probably be ea-
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tisfied, that the weakness and injuciciousness of several
measures of that nature, which have here been adopted
and pursued, have had the very same tendency and ef-
fect.

In observing upon subjects of this nature, it doubt-
less is proper to employ terms of guarded deference and
respect, and if the expression may be permitted even
sometimes of indulgence. A temperate and liberal dis-
cussion respecting them, may frequently however be
productive of oood All such, the spirit of our free and
happy constitution, rather seeks to encourage, than to
stifie or suppress. It is a privilege which British sub-
jects enjoy, to speak openly and boldly, but at the same
time respectfully, of every proceeding in which their
rights or their interests are concerned.

Entertaining the most friendly and patriotic inten-
tions, it may therefore be remar];ed that one of those
measures, has been an expenditure {rom our revenues
in the erection of public buildings, which may well be
termed Javich ; and far from bemg warranted by the state
of the Province and the extent of'its resources. These,
contribute it is true to ornament the capital ; and this is
tndeed the chiefargument we hear urged to justify or ex-
cuse that lmDrovxdent expenditure “But surely it will
not be contended, that it is ever cither wise or politic to
forward such a purpose, to the sacrilice or neglect of
trose objects with which the general pros perity ofacoun-
tiy iz connected. This, howovor has been too exten-
n\ely the case in the instance before us. Our conduct
Levein, ray be likened to that of many individuals, who
are satictied to lavish what would ensure them a comfort-
able muintenance for life, and even to deny themselves
thally comio: h, in order to exhibit an ostentatious dis-
play in ennivoye and dress; or to indulge in extravagant
and luxurious \.HJOJ ments,
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"It would indeed appear, as though we were desir-
ous with our limited means, of vicing in the extent and
the splendour of our public buildings, with countries far
advaneed in improvement, and possessing the most am-
ple and liberal resources.  This Province, it should be
recollected, is yet but in its infancy ; and in it, as in e-

very other country in that state, prudence and economy
should chiefly be studied.

The Capital of a country and the other parts of it,
.always should, and indeed generally do, hear a propor-
tion to each other in improvement and forwardness,—
The interests of the two are so inseparably connected,
that if the former is enriched and embellished, and by a
conjunction of favourable incidents, should attain the
most prosperous and flourishing state, while the latter
remains neglected and indigent ; they both will in gene-
ral be found, either sooner or later, in an equally weak
and impoverished condition. In this Province, for a
considerable period of time, many circumstances concar-
red to destroy that proportion ; and to render the for-
mer comparatively the most wealthy and flovrishing.

While the late hostilities with the United States
were subsisting, under apprehensions of attack from that
quarter, very extensive means were here accumulated
and provided, by the imposition ofdutigs and other ex-
pedients, for the purpose of supporting a defence of the
Colony, As the danger which was menaced,never actu-
ally overtook us, i1t 1s natural enough toinquire ;—in
what manner have those means been disposed of ? It is
sad to reflect, that so little has been done with them for
improving the permanent sources of our wealth and pros-
perity ; and that not only are the funds thus accumula-
ted entirely exbausted, but that in cur paper currency,
we must recognise an extensive debt as existing against
us ; which at one period or other mustsurely be dis-
charged,



43

With the sums which have been expended on those
buildings, beyond what could be justified by the measure
of our means ;—how much under prudent management
might have been accomplished, for enriching and im-
proving the Colony atlarge !

Among our public measures, the lavish expenditure
which has been spoken of| is however far from being a-
lone deserving of remark. 'The weakness and inefficacy
of some others, which professed to have the advancement
of the general prosperity for their object, can scarcely
escape obsecvation. These have almost entirely con-
sisted in the granting of bounties ; which is far from be-
ing always the most effectual mode, of stimulating in-
dustry and enterprise. One atleast of those bounties—
that upon Salt—which will be spoken of more fully
hereafter, was exclusively pocketed by a few, who did
not require and should not have received it. It would
be difficult to shew by a statement of facts, and unso-
phisticated reasoning, that it contributed in the slightest
degree, to effect the ultimate purposes for which it was
professed to be granted. That which was bestowed to
encourage our Agriculture, although it was received hy
those for whose benefit it was intended ; yet our continu-
al dependance upon a neighbouring country for bread,
sufficiently shows, it has not been preductive of the anti-
cipated improvement.

In conformity with the course of investigation and
remark, which has been professed to be pursued in these
sheets, it is now time to enter separately and pointedly
into a consideration of the different sources, from which
the general prosperity of the Colony must be derived :
and to endeavour to point out and illustrate the means.
which can most effectually be emploved to extend anci
improve them. g

It need scarcely be remarked, that, Agriculture and

a
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Commerce are two of the principal sources, of the wealth
and prosperity of every civilized country. In this Pro-
vince; to these, theFisheries must undoubtedly be added.
Upon our improvements in these three, but partieularly
in Agriculture, must our welfare be ever dependant.

In treating of these subjects, the order in which they
have been mentioned, (which is taken from their rela-
tive importance) will not be observed ; because not in
aceordance with thecourse ofinquiry and remark, which
it is conceived is the most regular and consistent herein
to pursue ; but our Commerce will first be taken inte
consideration. 4

What will besaid respecting thi$ subject, will ge
further to prove the advantages it has long continued to
enjoy, than to show that under present circunistances,
it requires any additional stimulation and assistance of
a public description.

_ Commercial pursuits it has already been remarked,
have acquired in the civilized world a preponderance
even rather too powerful. 'The lust of gain so univer-
sally prevalent,and which these chiefly contribute to nour-
ish and increase, threatens indeed to swallow up almest
avery cther sentiment and feeling.

From an examination of thé history of several coun-
tries, which have attained great eminence in these pur-
suits, it may be discovered, that they have very little
tendency, to illustrate and improve, the nobler and more
estimable qualities of the human character. If is curi-
obus to trace in that of the nation to which we belong
their progress ; the different opinions which at different
periods have been entertained respecting them, and the
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effects they have produced upon sentiments and man-
ners. For many centuries after the earlier and more
authentic records ofits history, commercial employments
were held in very little estimation ; and they who pur-
sued them,were considered as scarcely ranking above the
lowest order of the people. They have progressively
increased in respectability and importance in the gener-
al opinion, and at present maintain the most preponder-
ating influence ; and even claim to be ranked with the
most learned and liberal professions.

It were needless and unprofitable, here to inquire,
with what degree of propriety such a claim is advanced.
After all which mnay be asserted on every side ; the true
rule by which to judge of the distinction to which any
profession or occupation is entitled, is, to consider how
tar its habits and the scenes in which it is usually exer-
cised, are calculated to improve the ardour and sensibj-
Yity of the heart,and the vigour,the magnaminity,and the
elevation of the mind. |

These pursuits, it is true, have contrihuted to im-
wove the exterior of life : but it may very reasonably
?]e doubted, whether their great prevalence, hias tended
to augment the sum ofhuman virtue and happiness.

Ilvery state of man, from thst of rudeness and even
harbarism, to that ofthe utmost refinement in manners
and inarts, has its advantages and defeats. In his cude
and artless condition, although deficient in those more
gentle and insinuating qualities, which embellish, or give
a charm toso many of the scenes and occupations of life ;
he is found to possess those which chiefly ennoble and
cignify his nature, in their fullest vigour andextent. His
principal characteristics, are an ardent devotedness to
the cause ofhis country, and a fervent and unshaken at-
tachment to his kindred and his friends. To these, he
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elings through every vieissitude ; and from the defence
and protection of these in the hour of danger, no threats
ean deter, no proffered rewards can allure him.

In a state, in which his manners are highly polished
and refined through the extreme and long-continued in-
fluence of commercial pursuits, he is too frequently found
to be insidious,deccitful and base ; ready to trample upon
the righte of others, and to sacrifice the best feelings of
his nature, to his avaracious and selfish desires. With
him all attachment to country, is now made to depend
upon gain. Let him be deprived of this, no matter in
what maaner, and the tie is immediately severed. Se-
cure him in his possessions, and he will readily acquiesce
in any change which may be proposed.

There always undoubtedly are many, engaged in
commercial pursuits, who are exceptions to these ob-
servations ;: and whose integrity, patriotism, and liber-
ality of mind, the hahits of their calling cannot corrupt ;
hut the description which has been given, on candid ex-
amination, will in general be found too correct.

Those occupations, when pursued withim ordinary
bounds, have certainly contributed much to the ease and
the comfort of life, and been produclive of many other
beneficial effects. From them, many of the improvements

‘made ia society have wholly arisen ; and on their moder-
ate pursuit, does society itself in the present state of the
civilized world, greatly depend for support. What has
fiere been advanced with respect to them, is meant merely
to show the general tendency they have to engender and
nourish that insatiable desire of gain, which leads to ge-
peral corruption; and to weaken that patriolism and
public spirit, in which the strength and the safety ofa
people must ever chiefly consist. These are the fatal
effects, which are most to he guarded against.
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Of all the sources, from which the improvement and
grosperity of this Provirfce are to be derived, Commerce
is the one, which has long enjoyed the greatest portion
of advantages ; and which at present stands the least in
need of being stimulated and encouraged by legislative
tegulations. 1t is indeed that interest, which wherever
it becomes firmly established, is most likely to make its
way good. Under free constitutions like ours, it re-
quires from Government little else than protection, and
a careful wateh, to prevent and suppress the frauds and
mischiefs it is so likely to introduce.

In this Province, an Asszociation has long since been
formed, styling itself a Committee for promoting the
Trade, Fisheries, and Agriculture of the Colony. From
what has ever been done by this body to forward our
Agriculture, it would be difficult to discover, why it re-
ceived any share of its notice.  On taking however ano-
ther view of the subject, it may be discovered, that there
were solid reasons for naming it ; and in truth, that there
was not a little policy in the measure. With the excep-
tion of one individual, it 1s believed that this committes
has ever heen solely composed, of persons engaged and
interested in trade. With the Agriculture of the Coun-
try, they do not concern themselves ; and in general ap-
pear to care littte about it. Aware however,that it must
ever be regarded by numbers, as one of the principal
sources of the prosperity of the Colony, they thought
proper to name itin the style of the Association, judging
prudently enough, that an additional degree of weight
and importance would be thereby aftorded to such pub-
lic representations as they might make, in behalf of the
intevest oftrade. Taking into consideration the spirit of
their calling, it was ot indeed to be expected, that they
sbould have been the first, to make any @xcrtions for for-
warding our Agriculture ; or that they should have
thenght of it any further, than it could be instrumental
i1 assisting their own particular schemes of aggrandize-
2ent and profit, )
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ed, to do any thing out of the line of their own immedi-
ateadvantage. Monopoly, and exclusive possession and
enjoyment, constitute indeed the very spirit of trade.

In conformity with this spirit, the: association here
speken of, has ever displayed the utmost partiality and
contractedness, in all its measures and views. These,
bave ever been solely directed to the benefit and increase
of commercial pursuits.  For the advancement of these,
it has not indeed manifested any degree of remissness ;
but on the contrary, has employed the utmost exertions,
to render their influence and predominance throughout
the Province as powerful as possible ; and to bear down
every interest, which could be supposed to militate in
the least with their particular benefit.

In proofof this, may be adduced the petitions and
public representations, made and strenuously urged by
this Committeée, at different periods. The language of
these, has uniformly been characteristic of traders,—in-
tent only upon forwarding their own projects of gain.—
Such representations, this committee has never failed to
put forward, whenever there was anly probability oftheir
being attended with success : and they have ever been
supported with a zeal and perseverance, and not unfre-
quently even vehemence, which together with the par-
tiality of their nature, have sufficiently discovered the
motives whence they sprung.

If this association had viewed our Agriculture in &«
ny other light, or thought of it for any other purpose,
than what hasbeen mentioned, with the influence it has
ever possessed in our Legislature, and the weight and
importance which its representations have in general
borne, it certainly could have accomplished much, for
the advancement and improvement of that first and most
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valuable of our interests. In the course of the long pe
riod of time 1t has been in existence, it might assuredly
through the exertion of that influence, and from earnest
and persevering endeavours, have effected those results,
which have recently been accomplizhed through the pa-
triotic and laudable exertions, of an unknown indivi-
dual,—namely, the formation and establishment of
Agricultural Societies; and not ouly the excitement
of a general desire for improvements 1n hushandry, but
the diffusion of information relative to the mostapprov-
ad and suitable modes and systems of culture. 1t might
at least, with the utmost facility and readiness, have in-
troduced into the ceuntry, the most coenvenient and suit-
able implements of husbandry, together with seeds of the
best qualities, and the most agreeable to our climateznd
the varieties of our soil.  Such effectz, were never pro-
cured through the instr#mentality of that association,
because snch exertions and influence were never em-

ployed.

The fisheries, it is true, as being immediately connected
with the trade of the country, have been treated of in
some of the public representations and statements made
by that association ; but the regulations they have pro-
posed, have invariably been calculated, to ensure the
whole profit and advantage to the trader ; and to leave
the fisherman to toil in the same indigent.and embarrass-
ed condition. The memoir upon the fisheries, which
was some time ago published by thiscommittee, has
#olely for its object,—the obtaining of a bounty upon
1ty to go directly to the merchant importing it ;~ and e~
ven goes sotar, 2+ to deapprove of granting any hounty
whatever, immediately to the fisherman, )

4
™. e "il . . .
Coothe representations made by this association ha
@ cheefly becn owing, that resulations have been from
tee te ume preccribed and established, both by the pa-
!

chtosvate pnd cvvoewn fegislature, which althoueh
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highly favorable to the trading interest, have not tended
to place the prosperity of the Province at large, ona
firm and durable basis. Among several of this na-
ture, which might here be set forth, may even be men-
tioned, the measure but recently adopted, and which by
some is so highly extolled ;—of allowing us a trade with
theUnited States, more free and unrestricted than before
was permitted. This subject, which certainly must be
viewed by us all, as one of importance in its nature and
tendency, and which will seriously affect either in one
way or other the general interests and welfare of the
Colony, shall presently receive a particular and pointed
eonsideration.

Notwithstanding all the advantages, which our com-
merce at present in reality enjoys, we still hear many
among us engaged in its prosecution, complaining of the
restrictions (comparatively trifling) under which it is
placed. It would appear from their language.on many
occasions, as though, they thought it but reasonable and
proper,—that, the interest of the whole British Empire,
together with that of all the rest of its colonies, should
be made subservient to the trade of this Proviuce aloune,
or rather, to their own particular and contracted desires
and projects of gain.

A

On candid and liberal inquiry, it will be found, that
the advantages they at present enjoy, are numerous and
important. Many of these, have been granted by the
Government of the Parent State, and aot a few by our
ewn Legislature.

'The former, haslaid open every part of the Empire
itself to our trade ; and has not only made it free and
unrestrained to most of its colenies,but has for some time
past, afforded to our intercourse with its West-India
Pessessions, every stimulation and encouragement,
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which could with consistency or propriety be granled.
With maay foreign countries also, we are permitted to
carry on trade, under certain regulations, which to pre-
serve the welfare of the Empire itself, it was necessary
to impose. These, upon hberal and unprejudiced re-
flection, cannot be considered as oppressive ; por indeed;
as restraining in any serious degree, the advancement
of our solid and permanent interests.

Even,under the restrictions to which our trade wite
those countries is made subject, we are enabled to obtain
from thence, many articles at a much lower rate, than
they can be procured for consumption, by our fellow.
subjects in Great Britain. We also enjoy a similar ad-
vantage over them, in the use and enjoyment of many
articles of foreign growth and produce ; and also of ma-
ny productions of the colonies of the Parent State, whiclh
we acquire in a direct trade with the latter.  There are
even, many articles of the manuficture of the United
Kingdom itself, which we have at much lower prices;
than they can there be consumed.

d

The extensive drawbacks aliowed upon the expor-
tation from thence, to these colonies, of articles whick
can be legally brought into them, secure to us these im-
portant advautages; and prove, how truly solicitous the
parent country has ever been, to promote our prosperity.
The duties which aré retained upon such exportatio,
are indeed comparatively triffing. It may be said, that
the crawbacks thus ailowed, are an advantage to the
Beitish exporting merchant,and are intended for his be-
nefit ; but though, such without doubt is the case, yet
surely the principal advantages are derived to us; as
whatever might be the duties retained on the articles w;
as+ the consumers would ultimately pay them. ’

In ihese colonies also, we have long enjoyed a prea
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ference and advantage, in the supply of many articles of
their growth and produce, to the United Kingdom, of
thesame descriptions with which it is furnished, from se-
veral foreign countries. This, has been particularly the
case, with respect to the supply of timber, and lumber of
various descriptions ; of which such great quantities are
yearly exported to it, from these colonies. On these,
no duties worth mentioning are imposed, while those -
which are paid upon the same articles, of the growth and.
manufacture of foreign countries, are very extensive.
With such preference and encouragement, if our trade in
those articles has not proved lucrative to all concerned
in its prosecutionyand generally beneficial, the blame can
only rest with ourselves.

The free and open trade, which has recently been
‘authorized and perniitted, between the port of Halifax
and certain foreign countries, as to many articles in which
we could not before trade with them in a direct manner,
is obviously designed to benefit our commercial interest ;
and doubtless will contribute to do so, in a considerable
degree.

Through this medium, we shall greatly extend our
market for many articles, of British and West-India pro-
duce and manufacture, by the supply of them to the peo-
ple of the United States ; to atrade with which country,
theact authorizing that intercourse was chiefly intended

to apply.

Our traders, and some other classes among us; will
also, without doubt, reap a similar advantage, with res-
pect to some articles, which we can furnish from among
ourselves, particularly gypsum, coal, and fish of various
deseriptions. As to the latter article,by the the increas-
¢d demand which a supply to the people of those States
will occasion, the prices Wilhbe enhanced, which willas
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gist and encourage our fishermen. 1feven the demand
from that quarter, for this article, should be so very ex-
tensive, as greatly to reduce its export to the West-In-
dies, and to turn the supply of it chiefly to those States,
(which is not mech to be apprehended) yet we ehall be
enabled in its place, to supply the former with the flour
and other articles, which we shall obtain in exchange
from the latter, '

Such, are some of the advantages which are likely
to be derived to our trade, from the intercourse thus al-
Towed ; but many things will doubtless arise out of it,
in some measure to countervail them, and even to injure
that interest. Among several which may be readily
thought of, these may be mentioned ;—more extensive
facilities will be thereby afforded, to the introduction in-
to the Province, of articles which are still of a conira-
band description ; and of our circulating specie, (of the
scarcity of which our mercantile people have for a few
years past so grievously complained,) we shall most like-
iy be drained more effectually than ever.

If our trade with the people of the United Staies
was as open and unresirained upon their part, as it has
been made upon ours, we might expect to reap greater
benefit from it. Their commercial regulations, which
have recently gone into operation, by which we are pre-
vented fromsupplying them directly in our own vessels,
with such articles as they might require, operate very
powerfully against us, and debar our trading interest, of
many advantages it would otherwise enjoy.

In every view which can be taken of the subject, it
is on the other hand perfectly clear ;—that, to the peo-
ple of those States, the greatest benefit will result from
the present trade and intercourse with them. Witk
their usual policy and selfishness, they have by their re-
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gulations just spoken of, secured the balance completely
in their favour, and indeed, can experience nothing but
profit from the trade, should it be continued upon its
present footing. They enjoy the sole carriage between
these colonies and themselves, and while they have it in
their power to supply us, almost on their own terms,
with a surplus of their own products and manufactures,
they obtain from us in exchange, not only those British
and West-India goods they require, but some articles
with which we can immediately furnish them ; of which
they stand greatly in need, and cannot so cheaply or con-
veniently procure elsewhere.

With vespect to cur Agricultural interests—many
apprehend, and not without reason, that it will be very
materially injured through the trade thus permitted.—
Whatever might have been the caseof this Provinee,
thirty years ago, or even at a later period, yet it may
safely be asserted, that it would have been more to its
real and permanent advantage, not to have had for ma-
ny of the last years,any intercourse whatever with those
States. We should then have been thrown in agreat
measure, upon our own resourses ; and would have been
under-the necessity of exercising more industry and eco-
nomy, and of making those exertions, which, hefore this
time, would have placed us in a state of abundance and
prosperity.

1t surely, never can be for the interest of any coun-
try, to remain in a state of dependance upon another for
bread : yet with us, unhappily, such. has ever been the
case. Under the local and relative circumstances of
some countries, it may it is true, he good policy for them,
to employ nearly the whole of their labour,,in those com-
mercial pursuits, manufactures, or occupations, which
will contribute most to their profit and advantage ; and
to depend upon other couhtries, for some articles they
may require. This, however, can never apply, with re-
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apect to bread ; nor indeed to such other articles, as are
considered the chief necessaries of life. It must always
be for the interest of every country, to withhbold from all
other pursuits, such a portion of its labour, as will be
sufficient for procuring within itself, such a measure of
these, and particularly ofbread, as may be required for
its own consumption,

Our present trade with the people of the United
States, it 1s much to be feared, will tend to continue us
in that state of dependance upon them, for flour and
grain of various descriptions, under which we have so
long unfortunately remained. 'The ground of this ap-
prehension, is, the facility with which those articles may
now be proeured from thence, in the greatestabundance ;
from which it is but too probable, we will be prevailed
on to relax our exertions for obtaining among ourselves,
a supply of them adequate to our wants,  Should such
be the case, it will for a variety of reasons he a subject
for much regret, more particularly, as proofs have re-
cently been afforded, of the excitement of a more gener-
al and zealous agricu}tural spirit ; and of a desire to ren-
der ourselves independent of every country, as to those
articles of prime necessity. Every well-wisher to the
country, will unite in the hope, that nothing may take
place, to check in the slightest degree, the progress of a
disposition so truly commendable, and which at present,
it is of such serieus importance, to encourage and con-
firm. A numberofgood reasons might indeed be assign-
ed, why, it would be highly imprudent and impolitic in
us, to permit it to subsidein the slightest degree, but this
one in particular should suffice;—that itis much more
than probable, that our-trade with the people of the Uni-
ted States, will not long be continued on its present foot-
ing ; and that such a change of affairs may take tlace,
with respect to our intercourse with them, that we may
experience a greater difficulty in obtaining those articles
from them, than we have ever yet found.

In whatever point of view indeed, our present trade
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with the people of those Statds can be considered, it will
appear to tend to the injury of our Agriculturalinterest.
‘T'here is scarcely an article the produce of our husban-
dry, which they require frem us, or with which we could
supply them, even if such was theé case ; while, most of
the articles of which we stand much in need, which we
can legally procure from them, through the present chan-
nel of trade, we might in the course ofa few years, with
an increase of industry, and some perseverance, procure
among ourselves in sufficientabundance. Ilven with re-
spect to Plaister of Paris, of which we possess such very
great quantities, it is most likely, that we shall continue
to furnish them with it, entirely through the present cor-
rupt and unprofitable channel.

In another view which may be taken of the subject,
our trade with the people of that country, may probably
further operate to our general prejudice. Should itap-
pear likely to continue for any length of time, under the
present regulations, and be found very lucrative to those
among us immediately engaged in its prosecution, such
a number of persons may be induced to embark in it, and
such a great portion of the labour of the country, may
be taken up and employed in conducting it, (as was the
case with respect to our commercial pursuits during the
late war) that very serious injury will thereby ensue to
our agricultural interest.

We have unfortunately,so long been accustomed to
view every thing relating to our general prosperity,
through the medium of trade, that too many among us
have come to consider, that nothing can operate to weak-
en or retard that prosperity, which tends to theadvance-
ment of that particular interest. So far from this being
the case, it is undoubtedly true,and in theeourse of these,
remarks, it is trusted will be sufliciently made to ap-
pear, that the very extensive and successful prosecution
of commercial pursuits, which for a long period of time,
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and until within a few yeavs past prevailed in this Prov-
ince, by alluring adisproportionate part of our popula-
tion to engage in them, as well as in several other re-
spects, operated to retard the improvement ot our Agri-
culture, and thereby obstructed the advancement of the
general welfare.

Even our fishermen, who form such a numerous
and valuable class, did not enjoy during that period,
advantages equal to what they since have possessed, con-
sequenily their situation, it will be found on inguiry,
was then, more indigent, dependant and embarrassed,.
than even at present.

{t is true, it i3 found in most instances, that as
ecommercial pursuits are extended, and flourish and suc-
ceed, that the wealth and welfare of the country atlarge,
in which they are pursued, are also promoted. There
are many cases however, of their having been long and
extensively prosecuted, without producing such effects ;
and without laying any solid foundation, whereon to es-
tablish and advance the public prosperity.

Upon extended and attentive consideration, it
would appear, that these pursuits are more or less pro-
ductive of beneficial eflects, of a general description, and
which ave likely to remain durable, as ‘the articles with.
which they ave supplied, and about which they are oc-
eupted ave in a greater or lesser degree, the produce or
manufacture cfthe country in which they are conduct-
ed. This it iz conceived may be taken, as a very fair
criterion, by which to estimate the real and permanent
advantages to be derived to a country, from the exter-
sise prosecintion of commeree,

Vthe wrticles which form the exports of any courn.
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try, and in which its trade is conducted, are mostly of
its own produce and manufacture, but particularly if
they are chiefly the products of its husbandry, its trade
can scarcely be encouraged and pursued to too great a
degree. While thixis extended, a proportionate increase
of employment is afforded toits labour at home, for the
procuring of the products and manufactures, with which
tosupply it. 1feven the trade of such a country, should
experience a temporary stagnation or decay, from an
‘alteration in the general chaunnels of commerce, or from
a change in political affairs, yet still, from possessing
within itself the means for supplying the absolute wants
of its population, and from its general prosperity having
been gradually advancing, its distresses and embarrass-
ments, will be less severe and extensive, and of shorter
continuance,than they would have been, if its trade had
been of a different description. '

In such a country therefore as Great-Britain, where
most of the articles in which its tradc is carried on, are
its own manufactures and products, or those of its col-
onies ; and where agriculture is so highly esteemed, and
so extensively and successfully pursued, commerce can-
not flourish, without producing profitable effects upon
every other interest.

On the other hand, if the trade on which a country
is greatly dependant, and which it is extensively engag-
ed in pursuing is one, to which but few articles the pro-
duce of 'it¢husbandry, or of home manufacture, are sup-
plied, but which chiefly consists, in procuring from for-
eign countries, the chief means of subsistence forits po-
pulation, the general prosperity of that country, will
seldom be raised very high, and will always be insecure
and precarious. Such a trade may long continue
flourishing and successful, and wany of those directly
engaged in its prosecution, may even amass much
wealth,but so soon as it suffers any decrease or tempe-
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rary suspension from a change of political affairs, of
from any other cause, the extremes of general distress
and despondency will speedily ensue.—Not only so,
but the duration of these unhappy effects, and the return
of general abundance, will entirely depend upon the re-
turn of trade into its former profitable ichannels; to
whatever period this may be delayed. The welfare of
snch a country, will ever fluctuate with the fluctuations
of trade ; and the events of a war, or the success of a
fortunate or favorite rival, will presently reduee it from
a state of abundance and rejoicing, to one of bankruptcy
or ruin,

It is upon the internal improvement of a country,
and the measure of the chief necessaries of life, which it
is made to supply to its population, that its solid welfare
and happiness must ever depend.

There probably never was a country, where com-
merce wits more unconnected with husbandry, than it has
hitherto been in this colony ; and where its success and
advancement contributed less to the promotion of gene-
ral prosperity. It has even been the case, as has alrea-
dy been in some degreeexplained, thatthe success of this
interest here, operated for a very considerable period of
time, greatly to impede the Agricultural improvement
of the country. This was chiefly owing to the nature of
our trade,—which has hitherto been one,to which scarce-
ly an article, the produce of our hushandry wus supplied
for exportation.  The ability to furnish for that purpose,
any considerable portion of articles drawn from this
source, appeared so difficult of attainment, and to lie at
such a hopeless distance, that our mercantile people
were led to disregard and to undervalue this interest ;
and to consider their success in their pursuits as not at
all depending upon its advancemeat ; and consequently
they empleyed no portion of their capital, and used ne
exertions or influence to promotae it.
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~ The trade at present carried on with the people of
the United States, 1s of the very same description ; and
it is too much to be feared, will produce the same inju-
vious effects with regard to our Agricultural improve-
ment.

It may very reasonably be doubted, whether in an¥
country, (but particularly in one of very recent settle-
ment) which does not supply the chief means of subsis-
tence for its population to a sufficient extent, any trade
ean be considered beneficial and profitable, which raises
the price of those means upon hotne consumption. This
however, in our case, has most assuredly already been
done,through the trade of which we have been speaking,
Although the advance in the prices of fish, which kave
taken nlace through its operation, will certainly benefit
our fishermen ; yet such great quantities of this article,
are here consumed by the indigent and laborious classes,
who are not engaged in the fisheries, that with respect
to them, such advance will operate very much to coun-
terbalance the advantages derived to the fishermen.—
With regard to those articles of British and West lndia
produce, which here are consumed, many of which may
even be considered of prime necessity, the advance in
their prices which is likely to take place, and which in-
deed in the case of several of them has already taken

lace, through the operation of.this trade, may also be
placed in opposition to the partial advantages which it
may be acmitted will flow from it.

1t hias thus been attempted, to specify and illustrate
the benefits and disadvantages, we may probably exper-
ience from this trade : and the observations which have
been made with respect to the latter, go chiefly to show,
that they can only arise from its long continued and
extepsive prosecution.
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There are, itis ivue, many differeaces of opinion
on the subject ; some conceiving, that this trade will o-
perate greatly ts promote our general prosperity ; while
others exclaim, that it will prove the ruin of the Colony.
Neither extreme is very like to occur. It has already
been ohserved, and tnay be repeated, that for a variety
of reasons, it is not very probable, this trade will long
be continued, and if this opinion be considered well
fourded, there is not much foundation for very elevated
hopes or expectations upon the one hand, nor for very
serious alarm or apprehension on the other,

Having enumeraied some of the advantages, be-
stowed upon our commerce by the Parent State, it may
now bhe shown,that it has ever been highly favoured and
encouraged by ourown Legislature. Such petitionsand re-
presentations as have there been presented, in behalf of
this interest, have ever met with ready and attentive
consideration, and the object soughi after, has in gener-
al been granted. The influence it has ever maintained
in that quarter, has indeed been suflicient, to insure the
steeess of almost any weasure, which might there be
proposed in its bebalf.

Our laws, which relate to cur commerce, are as free
and as liberal, as they could safely or consistently be
wade ;—the duties imposed, have cver been as moder-
ate as they well could have Leen, having respect to our
absoluie wants ;—and it considered in an unprejudiced
manner, must be admitted, to have never been such, as
aoy way sertously o embarrass or injure our trade.
Those, which were imposed, for the purpose of raising
the means for supporting a vesistance azuinst the hostile
attacks with which we were menacod, during the late
hostilities with the United %tates, were withdrawn, im-
wediately upon the termination of the scason of alarm.
Auch better would it have been, as many will now be
found to acknowledge, if those duties had been longer
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continued. They would not in the least, have restrain-
ed orlessened the consumption of the articles on which
they were imposed ; and we should not have been obli-
ged to resort to, that extensive issue of paper curency,
which has since taken place, and through. which, in re-
ality we have again become deeply in debt. It is high-
ly probable, that for the purpose of discharging thedebt
thus incurred, and providing the means for meeting the
public supply indispensibly required, we shall ere long,
be under the necessity of imposing the very duties which
so were withdvawn, and at a period too when. they can-
not so well be. endured.

Pursuing the course of inquiry into our domestis
policy, which it bas been designed herein to observe,
the fisheries form the subject, to. which our attention
may next be directed. Such a number of the inhabitants
of this Provinee, on every part oi its ccasts, are engaged
in the prosecution of these, and our commerce is so inti-
mately connected with, and indeed so materially depen-
dant upon them, that they must certainly be considered,
as constituting one of the principal sources from which
we must seek to derive our general prosperity.

Whatever bave heen the causes, certain it is, that
few who have been immediately engaged in carrying
them on, and have chiefly depended upon them for pro-
curing a livelihood, have eventually been enabled to
improve their circumstances, in any extensive degree.
It has been found upon attentive observation that far the-
greater number, and indeed nearly the whole of them,
have remained year after year, in peace as well as in
war, in the same indigent and embarrassed situation ;
constantly strngeling with difficulties and hardships,
and at the termination of every season, in dread of be-
ing deprived by importunate creditors, of the :lender
portions of property they possessed. The amount of the .
sutfits, they are almost invariably under the necassity



68

ot procuring from the merchant upon credit, and conse-
quently at very high prices, is generally so great, tha
the whole profits of the season, if it is even an or-
dinarily successful one, will scarcely discharge it ; af-
ter affordinga bare subsistence during.the time to them.
selves and their families, = Whatever have been the
prices of fish allowed by the merchant, the prices ofar-
ticles furnished by him to the fisherman, have been in
such correspondent proportion, as always to keep the
latter, in the same needy and embarrassed situation.

This, doubtless, affords matter for serious and at.
tentive consideration ; and it is of the highest impor-
fance, to investigate the true' causes, to which the ne-
cessitous condition of thatuumerous and valuable class
of people has been ewing. An endeavour to that effeci
will presently be made, and also to point out, how alone
it is appreheiiied, their situation can be essentially im-
proved, - ' '

Cur mercantile people, have attributed the slender
profits acquired by the fishermen in pursuit of his oc-
cupation, in a great mncasure to the Jow prices of fish, in
the mavkets to which it has in general been exported :
in consequence of which, they have not beea enabled to
allow those prices to the fisherman, which would ensure
him a liberal profit. The prices in the West-Indies,
have it is true, at different periods and especially of late
years been very low, owing to a variety ofcauses, which
1t is unnecessary here particularly to specify. Seme o
tiem,—as the increase in the censumption of meat, ir
liee of fish, in that quarter ofthe world, had commen-
ced their operation, previous to the commencement of
the presentseason of general peace and tranquility ; but
most ot them have since arisen ; and indeed necessarily
fetlowed the cessation of hostilities. ' -

It will not here be admitted however, that the rea.



g8

son thus assigned is the true one, why our fishermen are
pot at present in more independent and comfortable cir-
cumstances. It hasalready been observed, an+ is a fact
which wiil sufficiently refute such an argumeni ;—that
their real profits were not greater, nor their situation
jn any decree more prosperous and comfortable, during
those perinds of the late war, when they were receiving
the higliest prices for their fish, thae they have at other
times been. This, was owing to their outfts at those
periods, having been correspondently expensive.

We must look in another quarter for the genuine
cause, and it will be found, where some have never
thought it worth their while to search for its existence,
and others from niotives of self-interest, would not al-
low that it rested: it has been—the great neglect of
Agriculture in this Province, and our shameful depen-
dance upon other countries for bread; whereby the
fisherman almost constantly, but particularly during the
former non-intercourse system adcoted by.the United
States, and the late war with that country, was obliged
to pay for that article the mostextravagant prices. This
subject, will presently be more fully treated of and ex-
plamned. . '

It may here be remarked—that, whatever differen-
ces of opinion have prevailed,as to many points relating
to our fisheries. a thorongh conviction, that they have for
some time pas! heen in a depressed state, and that the
situation of the fisherman has been such as here describ-
ed, has without ¢oubt universally existed. Public ex-
pedients have 2t dificrent times been recommended and
adopted, to aitord them stimulation and assistance ; but
they all have entirely fatled of producing those effects.
'They have been of such a nature, that their application
may be compaved,—to administering palliatives to a
sickly and disordered body, and neglecting to apply the
eordial medicine at hand, which alone could restore
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bealth and vigour to the constitution. They have en-
tirely consisted—in granting of bounties of different
descriptious, at different periods : none of which, unless:
we may except that, which for a certain period existed
on the tonnage of vessels engaged in the fisheries, opera-
ted ultimately to benefit the fisherman, whom they were
professedly granted to encourage and assist ; but were
all in one shape or other pocketed by the merchant.

Of all the modes, by which any trade, manufacture,
or occupation, may be stinulated and assisted, that of
granting a bounty, may for several reasons be consider-.
ed as the least adviseable ; and should never be adopt-
ed, without very strong circumstances to justify it; and
until it shall clearly appear, that the objectsin.view, can
in no other way be effected.

If any manufacture is found unprofitable, any in-
venlion, through the emplovment of which, a greater
quantity of the article may be produced, with a smaller
portion of labour, or the adoption of any other expedi-
ent, which wiil vperate either to enhance its value, or
to reduce the Jabour employed in its preduction, will,
cause such manufacture to revive ani hecome profitable..
If trade becomes languid and unproductive of gain, the
removal of restrictions or the establishments of re gula-
tions, tending to facilitate and enlarge it, will produce.
similar goodeffects. By such modes, a greater portion of
tndustry is excited and employed ; and instead of any
thing heing taken from the hoard of the Societv at large,.
it is greatly enriched and improved. ) :

With regard to bounties,—an opening is too com-
wmonly found for great frauds in obtaining them; and
not tntrequently arve they diverted from their intended
course, and never come to the hands of those for whose
benefit they were granted.  Instances might be cited,
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fram histories of the political economy of several coun-
tries,and in particular of the one under whose govern-
ment and protection we are, of the existence of such
frauds ; and of large sums of money being taken from
their public funds, in the shape of bounties, without in
the least degree effecting the purposes they were intend-
ed to answer.

Independently of these considerations, it must al-
ways be remembered—that, the revenues of a country,
are in general derived from the contributions in one form
or other, of every individual withinit ; and that, unless
through the operation of the bounty, a return is made
bevond its amount, the society can never become richer;
admitting that the whole of such return is received by
the individuals belonging toit. If it fails in its opera-
tion of replacing such amount, by reason of 1ts being em-
ployed in supporting any unprofitable trade or employ-
ment ; or any part of it, should in one shape or other,
be received by strangers, the society indubitably must
sustain a loss. 1t may therefore very safely be adopted
as a general maxim—that it can never be sound policy in
a country, to support by bounties, any trade, manufac-
ture, or calling, which is likely to continue unprofitable.

1t has been laid down by many, who have written
the most ably upon political economy ; and can be shown
tobe well foumred——that, there can scarcely arise more
than two cases,in which it can be expedient or necessary,
to bestow a bounty upon any trade or manufacture.—
'The first, is—to establish and set a going, any one which
had not before been on foot in the country, the prosecu-
tion of which, there is every reason to conlude, will
prove generally beneficial, and which private means
and exertion would not be sufficient to set forward ; the
other is—to assist inkeeping up or reviving, any one in
which a country has beenextensively engaged, or where-
en from any circumstances, it is materially dependant ;
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and which is in a state of depression, from causes whick
there is every probability willsoon be removed. In al-
most every other case which can be thought of,a bounty
is unrnecessary ; and will only tend to diminish the pub-
lie stock.

It is in general the best policy, to leave every trade
and occupation, to adjust itself to the wants, or the state
of the country in which it is prosecuted ; and to find its
proper level and proportion. A sutficient portion of la-
bour, will naturally runinto any one which is found te
be profitable to those engaged in its prosecution ; and
to endeavour by bounties, and legislative regulations, to
lead it into one of a contrary description, can only tend
to withdraw it from those pursuits which are produc-
tive ; and must assuredly prove injurious to the gener-
al interests of the society.

If any occupation or calling, which has been exten-
sively prosecuted in a country, and been found produc-
tive, suddenly ceases to be so, trom any change of af-
fairs ; and is likely to continue unprofitble ; the labour
employed in it, will in general, soon direct itselfinto
some other channel. Argument, and advice may fre-
quently with advantage be oflered, to show the prudence
and propriety of such chiange. Legislative regulations,
however, should very cautiously be employed to effect
it 5 and bounties, seldom avail much for the purpose.

If our fisheries weve likely to continue unprofitable
and could only be supported by bounties, it would cew.
tainly be prudent and adviseable, to draw off the labour
which is engaged in their prosccution, and employ it in
other pursuits, which would prove more preductive,
They are not however in such a desperate situation, as
to render such a measure expedient or requisite. 'Mo,re-
ever, such a great proportion of the people of this Pro-
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\zmce, ever have been, and from their local situations,
ever will be, ina nrreat measure dependant upon them
for subclstence. that they will always be prosecuted toa
very considerable extent, Upon this account, and also
considering how essential they are to the suppmtofour
commerce, it is expedient and politic, to afford them
such stimulation and encouragement, as will render them
more profitable, to those engaged in their prosecution.

It will hereafter be shown that it is very possible
to assist them, without taking a shilling from our public
funds. As bounties, howevel, have been so frequantly
resorted to. in this Plovmce, that it has become almost
a matter of course to grant them, it may not be amiss;
1o make some ob:ervatxons upon those which have been
heretofore bestowed with the intention of encouraging
our fisheries ; and also endeavour to show, if they must
be made use of for that purpose, how they may be appli-
ed the most beneficially. .

The one, w‘nch ha: been the most strenuous]y urg-
ed and recc mrended by a certain class of our mercan-
tile people, is--a bounty upon the importation of Salt :
which was an expedient devised by them some years
ago. This, they have not faiied ever since to clamour
loudly for o‘)tmnm.,, and whenever withheid to manifest
the utmost dlsappumtmem, and even vexation. The
motives, for the 2xpression ot ~1ch feelings will suffici-
ently appear, when the whole matter relatne to that
bounty, comes to be laid open and explained.

The persons alluded to, as bemo the mist strenu-
ous advocates of this measure, have invariably been
found to be—the importers of the article. By their ve-
hement and confident agsertions, of the great general
advantages to be derived fxo]? it; they have it is true,

L]
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succeeded at times, in procuring to ‘their ‘endeavour
the assistance of some disinterested, and in many respec
even very judicious persons. 'I'hese, however, haven
taken the trouble to satisfy themselves,from diligent ar
attentive inquiries of their own into the whole subjec
but have been contented, to receive uponr credit, the a
sertions of those interested individuals.

The arguments, if arguments they can be ‘calle
which have been advanced in favour of this bounty, wi
upon very slender examination be found to be complea
1y at variance with each other. One moment it is sa
~—that salt in general bears such a low price here, th
o person can afford to import it without a bounty ther:
on; and in the next—that, the fisherman is obliged |
pay such a high price for it, that without ove, he can n«
ver succeed in his calling, but must remain poor ar
dependant and that by allowing it, he will be enabl
to vrocure this essential article at a lower rate. ~Bof
the = arg tinents, cannot certainly hold good at the san
time ; and if considered sepasately, inan impartial mai
ner, it will be found that neither of them is entitled
any wei_hbt,

Tt may be well in the first instance to understan
for what price the hwrerier of'it, here resident, or t
owner in,Great-Britain, ~ar alforc o dispose of it her
so s ‘o allow bim a riasonanfe profit. It is said, 1
those who are well acquainto¢ «ich the subject, and
cven admitted by many whoacs tavnurable to the gran
ing of suci a bounty—that, it ay be sold without
Yoss, as jow as ten shillings per hogshead ; and th
whatever it "rings above that price, may be conside
ed a profit. '

It will be admitted, that it would not be an .ohje
to employ a vessel, to bringa cargo of it into the* Pr
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vince, solely with a view to the profit to be received -
pon the sale of it, unless there was almost a certainty, of’
its bearing a price, much above that which has been,
mentioned. ‘This, however, is not the mode upon which
we are obliged to depend, for obtaiping a sufficient sup-
ply of the article. We must look at the course and cir-
cumstances of our trade with Great- Britain, and in them
we shall tind the greatest facilities, and even induce-
meuts, to the introduction into the Province from thence,
of such a supply of it at all times, as our consumption
can be supposed to require.  'We may also. discover—
that no great profit is indeed expected to be made upon,
the sale of it here ; particularly by the British owner,

The principal ports in the Province, into which fine.
galt is imported or brought from Gre«i-Britain, are—
Halifax, and Pictou. Aiost of the vessels, in which itis
brought into the first mentioned port, are wiaiare term-
ed, the regular irading vesseis between the two coun-
tries ; and which bru - us ihe dry goods, and other ar-
ticles we obtain from the ice ; and oy hoard of which,
salt is frequently laden in ovder to fill up the cargo.
Sometimes, even, a certain quantity of it is taken in by
way of ballast.

Under those cireumstances, it is not upon the sale
of  this article, that the importer here resident, mater-
1ally depends for a profit ; but upon the sale of his dry
goods and other articiex 5 and it heis to ship a return
¢argo, of timber or of any other description, (which is
often the case) upon the sale of thai, either here, or in
the country to which it is to be supplied. He is
under the necessity of procuring his supply of DBrit-
ish and East India Goods from Great-Britain ; and
indeed the most of his fiuropean commodities from the.
same quarter ; and while he does so. he is generally en-
abled with the areatest facility and convenience, threugh
the same channel, to obtain such a supply of salt as hev
may think proper to order.
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The case is somewhat the same, with the ownnar -
ghips it ‘or sale here, upon his own accoamyan:
If, he is either the owner or charterer of the v .o
board of which it is shipped, he dces net derina foi
profits of the voyage, upon the yprice he :ray ohieis fu
the salt in this country ; but frequentle shirs i, becavse
no cther outward cargo can be procured ; i is salis-
fied if he receives a very trifiine advanze wpon it: bng
it is upon the return cargo, that he cairvlztes to secure
to himself those profits. I '

Besides those regular trading vessels, thers are =22~
ny others arrive at the Port of Halifax frem Gro Bri-
tain, during the course of the fishing seasons: which,
either come consigued to merchants resident in ti.t port,
to procure cargoes of timber, and other productions of.
the colony, at some other ports in the Province ; or if
consigned to persons resident eisewhere, call at Ialifax,
to receive orders where such cargoes are to be taken in ;
or for other purposes.” 'F'hrough this channel also, the
merchants here, bave it in their power, with the greatest
facility and convenience, to obtain such supplies of salf
as they may from time to time requiré. If it were not
for this article, for which our fisheries afford such exten-
sive demand and consumption, many of these vessels
would come out in ballast..  According to the present
course of {rade, il is frequently more for the interest of.
the merchant in Halifax, to take saltin payment for the
return cargo which he is to furnish; than to receive it
in bills of exchange, or in any other mode. The salt, he
in general obtains ata low rate ; and commonly, is ena-
hled to dispose of it with readiness, and at a verv hand-
some a lvance, to the fishermen, who resort to the port
ef ialifax, from different parts of the coasts of the Pro-
viure, and from other places to obtain their supplies of.
“he article : thus, making a profit both upon the cargo
he furnishes, and what he obtains in payment forit,

In the port of Pictou, even greater facilities exist
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for obtaining this article in the greatest abundance, and
at the lowest prices. The great number of vessels,which
every year arrive in that port from Great Britain, for

argoes of timher, (many of which too, are from that part
oflt where the salt is procured) puts it in the power of
}_he merchant in that port, to procure almost monthly,
rom the spring of the year until Jate in the autumn,
whatever quantity of it he may desire to have. Many
of those cargoes of timber, either the merchants here for
themselves, or their agents for them in Great Britain,
have contracted to furnish, several months previous to
the freighting, or ordering outofany vessels to receive
them : and vhen sc contracting, they have it in their
power, to stinuiate for receiving by those vessels the
supplie of salt they nay require.  Freqnently, indeed,
those cargoes rre by express stipulation betwean the
paltles to l)e paid for 1u this article,

Great numbers of fishermen resort to the port of
Pictou also, from adjacent parts of the coast of this Pro-
vmce ; dnd even from the Islands of Prince Edward and

Cape Breton, to procure their supplies of salt ; aad for
the reasorns which have just been stated, as applying to
the merchants of Halifax in respect to this subject, 1t is
also, mueh for the interest and convenience of those resi-
dent in the port of which we are’speaking, to take this
article in payment for the timber they furnish. '[he
risk, attending the taking of bills of exchange for those
cargoes, from thelr h'wmo been so ﬁequently returned
under protesxt and they to whom they were given even-
tually left w ithoutany payment whatever, inconsequence
of intervening bankruptcles, or other causes, together,
with a consideration of the discount, which 1s in general
reqnired in disposing of them here, induce many, and
especially those, who are not possessed of extensive cap-
itals, and have not long been engaged in this trade, to
*)rgfcr taking in payment salt and other commodmes

Many vessels also arrive in the last mentioned port,
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‘seeking for cargoes. Some of these, bring out salt with,
which to procure them ; this beipg an article, which the.
shippers of it obtain so low, that they can almost invari-.
abiy exchange it for the cargoes they require, so as to,
make the voyage a more profitable one, than if ithey had,
sent out the vessels in ballest; which otherwise they,
must have done.

Under all those circumstances, and with all the.
facilties, which exist for procuring regular and adequate.
supplies of this article, can it be possible, that, there.
is any necessity for allowing a bounty to induce its im-.
portation ? According to the mede of reasoning made.
use of by some, in support of this measure, the same re-
cessity niught be found, for bestowing one, to favour tic
mroduction of many articles ot British and West India
produce and manufacture, with which we are amply sup-.
plied, and on which duties are actually existing.

The truth is—that in general, the demand for any
article, regulates the quantity of it in the market; aud
this again, fixes, and determines its price. If the ue-
mand is extensive, and there are no obstacles or restrie-
tions in the way of its introduction, but it can with ia-
cility and readiness be obtained, in all countries where
trade is understood, and prosecuted to any considaraizle
extent, a suflicient supply of it will low in as a matici of: -
course. Traders, are not in genera! so blind to their
own interests, nor so deficient in industry znd enter-
prise, as to overlook or neglect any channel of trade in,
their power, through which their zain may be increased,
if, onthe other hand, the demand fur any article is very
liited, with equal facilities and advantages for pro-
curing it, the supply will in general be in proportion ;.
and such as will allow a profit to the person engaged in,
Lringing it into the country and vending it.

Toendeavnur by premiums or hounties, to procure
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the importation ofa greater quantity ofany article, than
the demand for consumption requires, must undoubted-
1y be considered a squandering of the revenues of the
country ; and seldom failsin the end, to injure the in-
terests even of the individuals engaged in bringing such
superfluous quantity into the market. Not only so, but
it almost invariably occasions at seme succeeding per-
jod, a corresponding scarcity of the article ; and conse-
quently a rise in its price.

These, observations, are only meant to apply, to
articles which are imported into a country for its own
consumption. The same regnlar proportions as to de-
mand and supply, cannot always be kept up, with respect
to those which are brought in, not only for that purpose
but also for exportation ; and which are made the ob-
jects of barter, or commercial speculations with the peo-
ple of other countries. The continual fluctuations of
trade, and the frequent alterations in the chaonels
through which it is pursued, almost of necessity, pro-
duce fluetuations also, in the price of such articles in the
market at home.

But few cases can be imagined, in which there would
be a necessity for granting a bounty, to favour the im-
portation of such articles, ifa trade to the country where
they were to be procured,was open or permitted. Itisnot
however designed by a bounty on salt, to induce the in-
troduction of any quantity of it,for the purpose of expor-
tation, and barter for other commodities in foreign mar«
kets ; but merely to procure a sufficient quantity for our
own consumption.

In addition to the other circumstances which have
been mentioned, as favorable to our obtaining at all
timesadequate supplies of it, for the last mentioned pur-
pose, we must recollect—that, it is in the parent country,
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{hat the fine salt is manufactured, (of which kind we re-.
quire the greatest portion) and that both descriptions of
the article, come to us free of any duty whatever.

, But, we are not at this time left to form an opinion’;
as to the propriety, or impropriety of allowing such a
bounty, merely upon theory and general reasoning.
Facts, and experience, have proved beyond all reasona-
ble doubt, the inutility and inefficacy of the measure, for
the purposes it was professedly designed to accomplish,
Upwards of twelve years have now elapsed, since boun-
ties upon this article were first allowed in this Province;
during certain periods of which time, and in particular
for the three last years, none have existed ; and it will
be found upon inquiry, that salt has been as abundant
and as cheap during those p’e'riods,‘as when the boiunties
were in operation.  This, must be, and indeed is admit-
ted, even by the advocatés for granting them ; but they
contend, that, this has been owing, to the full expecta-
tions which they say were entertained, by the importers
or shippers of the article, at the particular periods of
givingorders for its introdiction, that the bounties would
be allowed. Ifithey had been granted for any consid-
erible period of time together, and there was every rea-
son to conclude, that they would be continued, and con-
trary to such expectations, tliey were su’dden]y with-
drawn,this might have been partially the case,for the year
immediately following such céssation; but when itis re-
collected, that the botinties have always been limited in
their duration, to but one year; and that three years in
succession have now elapsed, in which none have existed,
that reason eannot hold good.

In another view which may be taken of the subject;
the weakness and inefficacy of the bounties which bavé’
beretofore been granted, in respect to bringing a great-
er quantity of this article into the country, than would
otherwise come into it, will further appear. It is an ar-
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ticle so very subject to waste ; and of whicha quantity-
amounting in value to but a moderate sum, occupies so
much room, that not only the bounties which have yet
been aliowed,but even much greater, could be no in-
ducement to any person, to introduce a greater quanti-
ty of it into the market, than he would otherwise bring
in.

~ To these considerations, must also be added —that,
by increasing the quantity brought in, the priece would
as a matter of course be reduced ; and the expense of
keeping such an article on band for any length of time,
being great, a speedy sale would in most cases,as a mat-
ter of prudence, if not of necessity be resorted to ; even
at a loss far exceeding the amount of the bounty receiv-
ed.

As it isconceived, that it has now been sufficiently
made to appear, that these bounties, would never bave
the effect of bringing a greater quantity of the article
into the country, than would otherwise come in, it may
next be shown, that they have not tended in the least
degree, to stimulate and encourage the fisheries ; and
generally speaking, have not héen of the slightest bene-
fit to the fisherman. In order to elucidate this part of
the subject, it is necessary, briefly to mention the prin-
cipal regulations respecting a sale of the article, after its
introduction into the country, which were required to
be observed, in order toobtain the bounties which were
formerly allowed. They were these ;—that, such sale
should take place, after a few days public notice thereof
—that it should be by public auction—and before the
article was taken out of the vessel in which it wasim-
ported. Now, the chief importations ofit, have evet
been in those seasons, when the fishermen were most bu:
sily engaged in the pursuit of their calling ; and conse-
quently but very few of them; have been in the port, in-
to which any such importalion was made, at the
time of any sueh sale, It liz:s been usual therefore, and
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indeed almost the universal practice—for the importer

to procure some friend, or acquaintance, to purchase in
for him at such a sale, the whole quantity of the article,
at just such a rate, as would entitle him to draw the
whole of the bounty allowed. Several instances of this
kind of proceeding have occurred, both in the port of
Halifax, and in that of Pictou, (into which ports as has
already been stated, the chief importations of the article
are made) : but particularly in the latter place, has the
practice prevailed. Seme of those instances, are very
generally known ; and have been publicly pointed out,
without any attempt being made at their denial. There
is indeed good reason to believe, that, there has beena
very general understanding among the importers of this
article, not to interfere with each other at such sales, in
such a manner, that the bounty could not be obtained.

After such purchasing im, so as to make sure of the
bounty, the owner or importer, was at liberty to sell out
the article to the fishermen, at such prices as he could
procure for it : which, always, of course, depended u-
pon the quantity of it in the market. It has often been
known—that, within a very few days atter such purcha-
sing in, large quantities of the very article, have been
sold to the fisherman, by the importer, fer a price more
than one halfbeyond that, which was fixed as the one,
under which alone, if the article was disposed of at such
public sale, the bounty would be ailowed ; and gener-
ally,indeed, has the whole quantity, been sold to the
same description of persons, for prices much above the
one so established.

Even, of the few fishermen who happened to be in
the port, where any such sale was taking place ; many of
them had not money at hand, to procure through that
channel, their supply-of the article for the season ; but
were under the necessity, of procuring it upon credit,
and consequently at a higher price, from the merchant
with whom they usually traded. - '
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It surely was not the intention of the legislature, at
the time of allowing the bounties upon this article, that,
they should be received upon such as should be purcha-
sed in, in the manner which has been slated. It is pro-
bable, that then, it was not even in its contemplation,
that such a practice would be pursued. 'The effects in-
tended to be produced by them, clearly enough appear,
from the Act under which they were allowed. It was
intended—that the fisherman should be thereby enabled,
to procure this article, so essential in his occupation, in
sufficient quantities; and ata lower price, than he would
otherwise have to give for it—and, that, the owner, or
importer of it for sale, should be seeured in such a price-
for it, upona faiv and absolute sale, as would shield him
from a loss. ‘Towards accomplishing thetwo first men-
tioned purposes, the measure s well known to have been.
altogether unavailing ; and for the latter, most undoubt-
edly, it was not atall requisite.

Somuch has been said, respecting the bounties upon,
this article in particular, because they are those, which
have been the most strenuously urged and recomimend-
ed, by a great number of thcse among us who are engag-
ed in commereial pursuits ; and by all without excep-
tion, who are in the habit of importing it. These latter,

- having reaped the whole profit of the measure, we need
not be surprised, at their vexation and regrets upon its.
being relinquished ; nor attheir zealous and persever-
ing exertions to procure its revival,

If, 2 bounty upon this article could be granted in
such a manner, that, the fisherman would certainiy ob-
tain it, at a price, lower by the amount of the bounty,
than he would haveto give for it-without one ; it cer-
tainly would often be proper, and at all times beneficiak
toallowit. This, however, it would be difficult, and
indeed almest impossible to accomplish.
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For the purpose of stimulating, and extending the
pursuit of any tra.ie or occupation, direct bounties, are
for many reasons far preferable to indirect ones. The
gain, or advantage to be received from the former, is at
once seen and understood ; and in order to swel! its a-
mount, the porson engaged in such trade or ocec:ipation,
has only to increase his exertions : but the prefit to be
derived from those of the latter description, being re-
mote and often contingent ; and their overation fre-
quently not being comprehended, or perceived, by infer-
ior or even ordinary capacities, they fail of producingthe
stimulus they were designed to effect. '

If, therefore, there is an absolute necessity at pre-
sent, for affording public assistance to our fisheries ; and
this can only be done by means of bounties; (which
however is far from being admitted to be the case) those
bounties, would be more equitably and beneficially be-
stowed, either upon the tonrage of the vessels employed
in prosecuting the fisheries, or upon the fish itself, than
in any other manner which has yet been proposed. By
the first mode-—a more extensive prosecution of them
would take place,whereby a greater quantity of the arti-
cle would be obtained ; and each of them, would stimu-
late industry, and encourage perseverance. Even, if
they were productive of no other good effects, being
given directly to the persons pursuing the oecupation,
they would at least contribute towards making up for an
unsuccessful voyage, or an improfitable sale of the
article. '

It is not so likely, either, that deceits, and imposi-
tions in obtaining the bounty, would be practised under
those modes to the extent that they were, and doubtless
again would be, under the one which has been so fully
treated of. The persens, who would receive it under
either of those, are not in general so capable of forming
schemes and devices for accomplishing such impositions,
asthey are, who obtained it under the other mode ; the
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habits of whose calling, enable them to acquire the ui-
most dexterity, in evading or rendering ineftectual legis-
lative regulations,

There is no mode, however, by which our fisheries
can be so certainly, so eflectually,and permanently stim-
ulated and assisted as by advancing the Agriculture of
the country., It is by no means too much to affirm—-
that, so long as this remains in the feeble and neglected
sstale, in which it has ever vet been, all the bounties
which can be given to the fisheries, will never aflord
them any serious or permanent benefit.

Agriculture, has in truth, a more exlensive influ-
ence upon every occupatien in society, with regard to its
profitable pursuit, than many are apt to imagine; and
than scme, would be willing to allow. It is upon the
productions of the ground, that all trades and occupa-
tions in civilized society, chiefly depend for subsistence.
According, therefore, to the abundance or the scarcity
of these ; bui particularlv of corn, so will ncarly every
calling and 2mployment in life, either prosper, or lan-
gunsh ; and consequently, so will the whole society, be ei-
ther wealthy and independant, or poor and embarrassed.

From a number of causes which might be mention-
ed, bread, is more extensively used, by those among the
. fishermen who can at all afford to purchase it, than al-
most any otherarticle of subsistence. Gr eater propor-
tions of it, indeed, are consumed by them, than by most
other classes ofpersom It follows therefore, of neces-
sity, that the price of this article must have a very pow-
erful effect, with regard to their general success in their
calling : and when we come to reflect, upon the prices
our fishermen have hitherto had to pay for it, we shall
not be supprised, that, they are in general so indigent
and embarrassed in their circumstances.



86

By far the greater part of the population of thisPro-
vince, has always been dependant upon sore other coun-
try for bread ; and particuiarly {or z great number of"
years past, upon the United States ot 2merica. This,
in an especial anner, has been the ci.ce, with those a-
mong us engaged in the fisheries. For many years pest,
but particularly doring the existence of those restrictions:
and prohibitions, which the government of those Btates
thought fit to impose, with respect to any commerciul:
intercourse between them, and Great- Britain and her
Colonies, and during the iate war with that country, the
prices of flour in this Province, wave exiravagantiy high;
and indeed quite out of proportion with those of west
other articles. During thoze perinds, the price of a bar-
rel of wheaten flour, sold by a trader in any of the fish-
ing ports, or seitlements, to u fisherman, may be aver-
azed at sixteen dollars.  Throughout some seasons, it
is well known to have hieeaas much as one fourth more ;.
but the avarage weniioned, may be considered as a fair-
ane.

The chief, and indeed almost the whole imnerta-.
tions of flour into the Province. which could beneiit the.
fishermen, have hean wminde into the Port of Haliiax 5
frem whence the tradiers in the different fishing settle-
ments alung our coasis, received from itme to lime, such:
supplies of the article as they required. I‘rom these
traders, the fishermen, except those inrmediately in the.
Vicinity of that port, were oblized (o procure their flour :
which, thus, canie to them at a higher rate, than to most
other descriptions of persons, ’

The prices also of meat, and of those articles which
are contidered as suecedanenms for bread,were generaily
doving those periods, and indeed until within less than
two yrars past, correspondently high. This, indeed,
witl respect to the latter description of articles, follow-
ed 3> a matter of'course : for although,the position which:



87

‘has been so frequently, andsoably laid down—that the
price of corn i3 the standard bv which that of ever thing
elseis fixed and regulated ; should not be admitted to
its full extent ; yel. is price does undoubtedly regulate
that of every article, which is used as a succedaneum
for it. ‘

Added to other embarrassments, under which the
fisherman laboured-—ihe supply of bread, and of other
articles of subsistence, having from the circumstances
mentioned, been precarious and uncertain, he has al-
ways been under the necessity of endeavouring to pro-
cure them in part, from such limited exertions as he had
in his power t nake in Agricultural occupations.  Thus,
having been obliged to divide his attention, between too
pursuits, dissimilar in their natures, and which it is for
the iaterest of both should he exclusively pursued by
“different individuais, he has failed of improving his cir-
sumstances by either.

From all these considerations, it may appear, how
much more effectually, our fish2rias could be stimulated
and extended, and thesituati»n of those engaged in their
prosecution improved, by eacuraging and promoting
our Agriculture than by the ailowance of public boun-
ties. The advantage of this mode of encouraging them,
may indeed be shownat once, in the form of arithmeti-
cal calculation ; and so as to be plainly perceived, and
understood,by the most ordinary capacity. Suppose for
example,—a fisherman and his fanily to consume in the
course of a year, but three barrels of flour, (which cer-
tainly is nota very large portion) ; if he could procure
these, at the rate of eight dollars per barrel, instead of
the average price of sixteen, whicn has been mentioned,
here, would be asaving at once of six pornds ; which,
is within five shillings of the amount of the bounty, he
is at present entitled to receive, upon one hundred quin-
tals of fish.
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If our Agriculturé was so far advanced, that frodi
it a sufficient portion of bread could be furnished, for
the consumption of our whole population, (which must
take place hefore the prosperity of the Province can be
said to be placed on a tirm and durable foundation) there
is every reason to presume, that the price of a barrel of
flour would not be greater than the lower one which has
Jjust been mertioned. In one of our most populous dis-
tricts, and where, froni a number of causes; Agricultural
pursuits have not arrived even at the state of improves
ment in which they are found in some other parts of the
Provinee, in years of ordinary abundance, good wheaten
flour, could be purchased by the hundred weig ht, as low
as at that rate.

By encouraging the fisheries in this mode, a greater
portion of productive labour would also be put in mo-
tion, and kept constantly in exercise ; and a saving to
our public funds would he effected, te the amount of
those large sums, which have almost annually, for a
length of time past, been bestowed as bounties. Those
sums, having been derived from duties upon articles of
general consumption, may be ¢onsidered, as having been
accumulated from taxes upon the whole body of our po-
palation. If, tlie necessity for raising them was super-
seded, the whole society would be so far relieved from
a burthen ; or if those duties should still be continued
to their full extent ; the sums so allowed heretofore,
could be applied to many other purposes, which would
contribute to the advancement of our general prosperity.

~

It is now time to enter upon a full and particular
consideration, of the most important of all the subjects,
proposed to be discussed in these pages. The greater
part of what has yet been advanced, has been merely a
specification of the causes, which have hitherto prevent-
ed our rising to a wealthy or flourishing condition. He
who wishes well to a country, performs but part of his
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diity, and that too, the most invidious and unpleasant,
by pointing out the errors and defects with which it is
chargeable. If, he would wish to escape the accusation,
of heing quernlous or malevolent, he must proceed still
further, and endeavour to find remedies for the evils
existing ; and explain how a state of grosperity may be
attained.

It may safely be aftirmed, that, with us, such a state
ean only be reached, through a diligent and assiduous
attention to our Ac¢ricultural interest. 'I'o this impor-
tant subject, sureiy, none who are sincerely desirous of
the welfure of the Colony can feel for a moment indif=

ferent. :

Upon taking an extendedand unprejudiced view, of
the different sources on which the wealth and general
prosperity of this Province must depend, it will appear
—that, as there is none which is of such vital importance
4s our Agriculture; so theie is none, which has until
very lately been so greatly neglected. For this, a num-

er of causes may be assigned, which will presently be
treated of. In the mean time it may be observed, that
the pursuit of it, was too long and too generally consid-
ered of minor consequence towards promoting our gen-
eral welfare ; and indeed, that it appeared to have been
looked upon by many among us, as an occupation of
rather an inferior, and degrading description.

If viewed however in a proper light, it must be con-
fessed, that there is no employmentin life,which is more
truly honorable, and which tends more directly, to en-
sure the just independence, the comfort, and the happi-
hess of man. It was the express appointment of his
Creator, that he should procure the means ofhis subsist-
ence, by the cultivation of the ground from which his
body was taken. The earthyivas not appointed to yield
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him this subsistence, without any exertiong on his part;
on the contrary, he was commanded to seck it by the
sweat of his brow, by his own bodily labours. In this in-
junction,the truly pious and enlightened,reflecting upon
the many fatal passions, vices,and follies, to the power
of which mankind are exposed, will recognize the dis-
pensation of an all-wise, and a wereifal Providence.

In the most enlightened ages of the world, and in
many of the most mighty and celebrated States thatever
flourished, Agriculture has been esteemed the most hon-
orable and laudable of occupations. Both in ancient
and modern times, the wisest and most illustrious char-
acters, have not only employed their talents in studies
for its improvement, but have not been ashamed, per-
sonally, and actively to engage in its pursuit.

There is, also, no occupation, which so powerfully
leads toindependence in every respect. T'he hushand-
man in the cultivation of his fields, seeks the means of
subsistence immediately from the bounty,and never fail-
ing goodness of his Creator. However poor, and even
destitute he may be, at the commencement of his labours,
yet when not unjustly coerced, and oppressed by his fel-
low men, seldom does he fail by the exercise of temper-
ance, industry, and prudence to procure in the course of
a few seasons,an ample supply for all his absolute wants.
He is net required, as those in many other occupations
in life almost of necessity are, to flatter, to gloss over, or
to palliate, the vices, and follies of mankind, to minister
directly to their vanities, to erouch beneath their arbi-
trary dictates, or to submit to their whims and caprices.
Under afree and equitable government, secured in the
enjoyment ef his possessions, the habits of his calling,
tend not more to invigorate and preserve the health of
his body, than to nourish and enlarge the freedom and

independence of his mind, and to foster the best feelings
and affections ot bis heart.
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‘Whatever may be the fluctvations or changes, in alt
ether occupations in society, or in political relations;
and however extensive ‘may be the distress thereby in-
troduced, he need not look beyond his own fields for the
absolute necessaries of life, As far as respects himself,
and his owa domestic circle, his sources of satistaction
and enjoyment will continue the same.

His occupation, also, tends much less than any o~
ther, toengender and nourish those harrassing anxieties,
perplexities, and cares, which sadden and embitter so
many of the scenes of this state of existence. Having
done his part for procuring the means of support, he
looks immediately to his Creator, for his reward in their
regular and adequate supply, and is not left subject to
those frauds, those impositions, and that injustice, which
are so greatly dreaded in most other occupations ; and
through which, sueh numbers have been suddenly redu-
ced from a state of the greatest affluence and abundance,
to the extremes of misery, and dependence.,

There is, also, no foundation, on which the reak
wealth. the independence, and the happiness of nations,
¢an so. effectually be raised, and can so securely and per-
manently repose as upon Agriculture. - This, indeed,
follows as a matter of course, if what has justbeen advan-
eed with respect to individuals pursuing that occupa-
tion, be correct and well founded. 'The welfare ofa
State, if rizhtly considered, will ever be found to depend
upon that of the members composing it.  Lf these, con-
sidered apart, enjoy abundance and happiness, the state
they compose, may very fairly be depominated, wealthy,
and prosperous. )n the other hand, with what proprie-
ty can that country be -aid to be truly independent, and
flourishing, the individuals of which, depend upon a for-
eign quarter for the first necessaries of life, are oppress-
ed with want, embarrassed, and unhappy.
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All foundations, indeed, but this, for national prog-
perity, are insecure and precarious. Commerce, which
in modern times, is made rather too much the business
of nations, and which it would appear, is considered by
great numbers, as the only occupation worthy of pursuit,
18 constantly exposed to fluctuations and vicissitudes. It
follows therefore, of course, that the country which is
chiefly dependant for its prosperity, upon this svurce,
can never be justly considered, as in a state of real, and
solid security. A change in polmcal relations, restric-
tions imposed upon trade, or the events ofa war, will
suddenly reduce such a country, from a state of power,
abundance, and rejoicing, to one of general weakness,
distress, and despondenc_y

On the other hand, a nation in which Agriculture
in o extensively pursued, asto afford ull the absolute
means of subsistence to the individuals bel longing to it,
iz not exposed to tho<e evils ; but if cut off trom all fn-
eign intercourse, may still remain prosperous and hap-
py. [ltisscarcely, indeed, too much to affirm—that no
country was ever yet for any great length of time, in-
variably and eminently presperous, in which Aorlcultu—
ral pursuits were desplsed or neglected.

This, may be exemplified, and proved, by the his-
tories ofa number ofnations, and countries, both in an-
cient andimodern times, Amono the Romans, that am-
bitious and arbitrary people, who were almost constant.-
Iv engaged in the most formidahle, and sanguinary wars,
tiose pursuits, were fromn the first period of their s.tory,
Leld in highestimation; and their most celebrated char-
acters, were often found activ ely emploved in advancing
them. ‘T'heir improvements in Agrictlture, kept pace
with their conquests ; and wherevcr they established
their dominion, they caused the labours of the field, ini-
" ruH}'“W to flourish. To this cause, as much as to the
Zreed of their arms, or the nature of the government they
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established, may be aceribed, the acquiescence under
their dominion, of the countries they subjugated, and
the long continued preservation of the conguests they
made. [t was ot until latein the decline of the mighty
empice they established, that the mother of so many na-
tions, was herself made to depend upon remote parts of
her mnii ories, for the first necessary of life ; and that
she s eumea uinderwent, even the horrors of famine.
The vegleet of (118 most important of all occupations,
mav be cnnsidered as rapidly accelerating the downfal of
that miygaiv andclose cementea fabric, which the wis.
dom, and the labours of so many generauons had heen
occupied in rearuw

Even Carthage, which was extensively busied in
commerce, and which carried its pursuits, to a greater
point of perfection, than any other country of her time,
hestowed upon Agriculture, particular and assiduous at-
tention. It is recorded, that in the destruction of that
city by its exasperated and merciless rival, when every
monument of its art, every pther record, or memorial of
its science, were diligently sought after, and destroyed,
the valuable works it possessed upon Agriculture, were
carefully preserved by that rival ; who assiduously em-
ploved, the rich store of information they contained, to
advance its own knowledge of that honorable occupa-
tion.

In the history of many modern nations, also, we
may trace the important consequences, ot a careful at-
tention to extend and improve it. In Great-Britain,
this occupation has for many ages past, been held in ve-
ry high estimation ; and has at this time arrived ata
s tate of per fection, which probably was never surpassed.
if, it had pot heen, for an extensive, and unremitted ap-
plication to its pursuit, hew deplorable would often
have been the situation of that country ! In those peri-
ods of its history when assailed by the most formidable
rombinations of foes, and when its commerce was exclu-
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ded from almost every part of the eontinent of Europe,
ifith1i pot pessessed within itself the chief means of
subsisicrce to a sufficient extent, all the extremes of
distress would have ensued to its people, and the bul-
wark of freedom must have tallen  “lirough its atten<
tion to Agriculture, even more then through irs com-
merce, was that magnanimous country enabled to sup-.
port those mighty fleets, and armies, which lately were
‘engaged in preserving its own independence, and in re~
dressing the wrongs, and restoring the freedom of so ma~
ny other nations.

It may also very fairly be coneluded,that the power
and the greatness of Trance, have aiways heen prinei-
pally owing toits extensive cultivation and pursuit »f
the different branches of husbandry. Even. under the
most arbitrary and eppressive svstems of government,,
heavily burthened with taxes at one period, and ifscom-
merce driven from the ocean at another, through its at-
tention to these, that country has almost eonstantly kept
its vast population, sufficiently supplied with all the
chief necessaries of life.

We may new take a view of what bas bheen, and
rtill is, the situation of wome other countries, in which
Agriculture has been neglected ; or from cauvses wuich
will he mentioned has been but partially pursued. In
Spain, although many parts of it ave highly favoured by
nature, extreme inattention to the tillage of the ground
for procuring the absolute means of subsistence, has pre-
vailed for a great length of time past; and the great
improvements therein, which in modern times have been
made,are there but little understood.  Hence, it is no-
toricus, that the peasantry, and the lower orders of peo-.
ple in that eountry, are in a more impoverished condi-
tion : and even more deficient in intellectual improve-
ment, than those of most other countries in Europe.—
Puscessing the o5t extensive mines of gold and silver,
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and often prosecuting commerce to a very great extent,
yet, as a nation, it bas still continued poor, and embar- -
ragsed. Itaffords, indeed, a striking example, that nei-
ther by the possession of those precious metals, nor by
the state of advancement in commereial pursuits, is real
national wealth to be estimated.  This must always en-
tirely depend upon agricuitural hmprovements.

The colonies in the West Indies, afford another in«
stance of the unhappy and dependant state ofa country,
in which Agriculture is not pursued to such an extent, as
to furnish the chief means of suhsistence to its inhabi-
tants. Although, those colonies possess sueh extensive
sources of wealth, and supply a great portion of the cive
ilized world, with such a variety of comforts a-d luxu-
ries ; and though such numbers there, riot i~ afluence,
and dazzle with their splendour and marniiicence, yet
they have almost constantly been malking complaints,
and doubtless not without reason, of their not heir r suf-
ficiently supplied with some of the chief 1ecessaries of
life ; and haveeven at certain periods, experienced some-
of the horrors of want. It is well known, that, they
have always been greatly dependant upon oflier coun-
tries for those neeessavies, and in purticular for bread.

By reason thereof, they have ever been exposed te
all the consequences of fluctuations in trade. Through
a change in political relations,restraints, or interdietions
imposed upon commerce, or alterations in its channels,
preventing them from obtaining regular and ample sup-
plies of those necessaries, or from the concurrence of
causes, through which the prices of their productions
have been lowered in the markets to which they were
supplied, they have often been reduced within a short
compass of time, from a state of abundance, and pros-
perity, to ene of real distress,and despc..dency. A coun-
try in this situation, can never be said, to be truly weal-
thy ; or to have its prosperity resting upon a solid and
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permanent basis. So frequent, and so extensive, werer
the distresses and embarrassments they formerly exper-
ienced, and so fully sensible did they become of the true
eause of them, that, they have at length as 1s well known
resorted to the expedient, of appropriating greater por-
tions of their lands than they had previously done, tothe
raising and procuring of those articles offood, the most
essentially requisite.  In consequence of this, they have
latterly, in a great meuasure, prevented the recurrence
of those evils.

The Colony of Newfoundland, has ever been mucic
in the same precarious and unhappy condition,  If net
from natural, from many other causes which might be
mentioned, it has ever been almost wholly dependant
upon other countries for all the means of subsistence
with the exception of the one article which is there pro-
cured in such abundance. Having required those means
from foreign quariers, even more than the West Indies,
its situation, Las accordingiv, been in general move em-
barrassed and unhanpy than theirs. 1t is true, this co-
lony has afforded an extensive source of wealth, and
been of extreme importance to Great-Britain in many
respects ; and some witliin it, engaged in commercial
pursuits, bave acquired wuch wealth 5 but its inhabi-
tants in general, are indigen(, and embarrassed. Scarce-
ly a season elapses in cne period or other, of which
they do not experience extreme hardships, and priva-
tions, from the want of some of the chiet necessaries of
life. 'The prices of these, have in general, been so enor-
wous, that they have prevented the preat hulk of those
engaged inthe pursuics there carried on, from timproving
their circumstiaces.

The almost constant changes and vicissitudes in the
commercial world, lave ever cperated more 1mmediate-
ly upon the state of this Colony, than upon any other,
which bas chietly been ¢wing, to the state of dependency
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{ust mentioned, in which it has coustantly stood. Those
¢hanges, it s true, in their direct operation, have most
frequently been unfavorable to its prosperity; but it will
be found upon proper investigation, that the numerous
failures in trade, and the extreme distresses and embar-
rassments which bave there been experienced, within
some years past, as well as the general declining state,
in which that colony may be considered as having latter-
ly been, have proceeded, more from the difficulties under
which it laboured, with respect to procuring the means
of suobsistence and the other articles indispensibly re-
guired for its use, and from the extravagant prices,which
from necessjty were paid for them, than from all other
causes.

It is surely unnecessary, to adduc¢e any more instan-
ges, to show the ill consequences which a country must
experience, from neglecting agricultural occupations, or
from its not being adapted to their pursuit. Volumes have
been written, and many more might be added, to prove,
that, they only can ¢onfer, real wealth, and that-upon
them, the true and permanent prosperity and happiness
of nations, almost wholly depend.

It will appear, even upon a brief examination of the
subject, that a variety of causes have concurred to retard
they progress of Agricultural improvements in this Pro-
vince. Some of these, it is of importance to investigate,
and clearly to understand, before entering upon a course
of explaining, how that interest may be made to ad-
vance and to flourish.

If we would wish to judge rightly of human actions,
' we should endeavour to ascertain the true motives
whence the proceed, and in so doing, should in all cases,
but particularly in those which relate to ourselves, deal
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with candour, and without any fear of allowing to thosa
motivesthe degree of influence they really possess. He,
who looks merely at the surface of things, will always
remain deficient ir that knowledge which is of the most
truly valuable description—the knowledge of himself,
and of his fellow creatures. It often becomes necessa-
ry for the politician, and man of business, as well as the
philosopher, to look closely into the dispositions of the
human mind ; and aftentively to consider of the cir-
cumstances tending to give these any particular direc-
tion.

It will be found then upon proper investigation,
that, cne of the chief causes which have operated to
retard the agricultural improvement of this Province,
has been—the extreme prevalence of comwmercial pur-
suits. These, fora great length of time, held forth such
numerous advantages, and such prospects of the speedy
acquisition of gain, that, numbers of persons from the
agricultural class, as well as from almost every other,
rushed into them with the vtmost avidity. A still great-
er number from the most laborious orders, were neces-
sarily drawn to assist in one way or another in their
prosecution. The great prevalence of those pursuits,
was spoken of in a former part of these observations
and what has there been advanced, may be referred to,
towards proving the position just mentioned.

Tt will also be found that, by far the greater num-
ber, indeed, nearly all of those in the middling, or in
what are called the better classes of society, who have
come into the country during a length of time past, came
for purposes of trade ; and have been engaged in its
prosecution. Nearly all of those, who have hitherto
come here from other countries, for the purpose of en-
gaging in Agriculture, have been extremely indizent ;
and in general were but very little skilled in that occu-
pation, Their knowledge ofit indeed, it may here le
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vemarked, has not since heen materially improved ; the
causes of which will presently be explained.

Of those, who came here as mentioned to prosecute
trade, but verv few have contributed théir exertions, or
done any thing whatever directly for the advancement
of our- Agriculture. It would appear from their con-
duct, as though they considered themselves while. here,
in a state of exile or banishment. They have in gener-
at, seemed to care very little about the prosperity of the
Province ; but have merely attended to the advancement
of the particular pursuits in which they were engaged ;
and more especially to the acquisition of individual gain.
For acquiring this, they have indeed been sufficiently
attentive to employ all the means within their power ;
and from time to time as they obtained it, have been full
as caveful, to hasten it away to some other country.
Thither, afier securing the amount, which probably they
had limited themselves here to acquire, they have speed-
ily followed, to consume or enjoy it.

What numbers might heen named, who have
acied in this manner,and who having amassed large for-
tunes within the Colony, have quitted it, with the de-
clared intention of never returning. These persons,
may say in their justification, ifany justification is decm-
ed requisite—that by such conduct, they have not com-
mitted any violation of the amor patriz, for that, they
never professed or entertained any attachment to this
country,any farther than their own interest was concern-
2d. It may surely then on the other hand be remarked—
that they were not the persons who while here,were en-
titled to the first degree of consideration and attention.

Ifinstead of thus quitting the Province, they had
removed from the capital, to other parts of it, and had
been satisfied, to enjoy the tranquility, the moderation,
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and happiness of a rural life, and to endeavour by their
example, and influence, to improve and to forward our
Agriculture ; they would have efiected more for the
promotion of our general prosperity, than could have
been accomplished by all other means. Ifthey had gone
still further, and loaned out their money judiciously to
the farmers around them, who might have required it ;
or had employed it immediately themselves, in makmn'
Agricultural improvements, they would have contribut-
ed yet more to the public welfare ; aud throvgh these
means alone, the Province would long ere this, have
been in a highly prosperous state ; and quite independ-
ent of every other country for mout of the chief necessa-
ries of life. 7The exmtlonc, and the example ofthose
personsg, in forwarding the Agricultural occupationsin
which they themselveswere rmgaged would have arons-
ed, and stimulated those of inferior means and informa-
tion around them ; and the geneval extension and im-
provement of those occupations would have followed of
course.

~

Having, however, from the first, heen determined
on quitting “(he country, as soon as they had acquired
the limited portionsof wealth, it was not-to he expected,
that they would have placed ‘it out upon interest here :
or have suflered any part of it which they ceuld poqsi-
bly bear away, to remain bere after their departure
The sole ob;ect of most of them, was, to drain the vitaly
of the colony as effectusllv as theAy could to agprandize
and enrich themselves ; and they have but too extensives
ly, and too wofully for us, succeeded in doing it.

Even, many of those in the mpndl vho ha\eqrr'wn
rich by their punmts and are sztisfied to remain inthe
Province, continve in the same place, either laviching

away their wealth in rounds of folly and dissipation, or
having placed it in the British funds, orin those even of
the United States, secm ‘0 care very “little about the ag.



101

vaneement of our general welfare. - A few of such per-
sons, it is true, being of active dispositions, possess small
fields about the capital ; the cultivation of which, thév
appear to pursue chiefly for recreation and amusement ;
and about which, they are satisfied to expend as much
money and labour, as would suffice for making and even
highly improving extensive farms in many parts of the
country, Whether such an expenditure of their money
1s judicious and prudent, or not, is undoubtedly a matter
entirely for their own consideration ; but in treating of
the public welfare, it is allowable to remark, how much
more effectually thiswould be promoted, by the employ-
ment of the sums thus expended, in the cultivation of
farms in the country, and by the residence of those per-
gons upon them, recommending by their example,indus-
try and temperance to all who were around them.

To such as are but moderately acquainted with hu-
man nature, and the power of habit it will not however
be matter of surprize, that most of those who have ac-
quired wealth by their pursuits in the capital have ever
preferred from inclination alone a residence there to a
life in the country. Courses of dissipation, of vanity,
and of f{rivolous amusements, such as some of them long
and closely pursued, maturally engender a distaste and
aversion to all rural occupations, and to the calmzess
and moderation of virtuous retirement,

It may further be remarked, that the extensive pro-
secution of commergial pursuits in this Province, has
not merely been injurious to our Agriculture, by reason
of such great numbers of person having been directly
engaged in conducting them ; hut has been even still
more so, by engrossing.a great portion of the most valu-
able labour of the country, in providing the means for
their prosecution, or otheywise assisting them forward.
In the greater part of the eastern quarter of the Province,
the extensive trade in timber, has for a length of time
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past employed the attention and labour of almost ail
de<cr|pt|ons of persons. The prospects of speedy gain,
which it held forth for some years, induced many, as
well from the Agvicultural class, as from nearly every
other, to abandon the occupations which before they had
been engaged in pursuing, and to employ themselves as.
traders and exporters ofthearticle. Numbers ot others,
were employed at all seasons of the year, either in man-
ufacturing the article, in carrying it to market, or in as-.
sisting in its shipment.

So general has been, and still continues to be, the.
attention to that trade, in that part of the Province,
that, even among the farmers in many exten-ive settle-
ments, there are but very few indeed, who are not em-
ployed about it in one svay or other.  This deseription
of persons, even in the most prn‘;imn: seasons of the vear,
while they should he emploved in bearing manure to
their exhausted fields, plnu“l iny and preparing them
for the seed, depositing 1t in the earth, or in other Agri-
cultural Jabonrs, are anxiously watching the risingai'a
river, or ore husied in conveying their timher o ths
ﬂldcea where theyhad ag reed to doliver it to the traders.

Zeing engeged in this wav, mony of thtm have nog
e to prepare their gronad in a proper munner for
the veception of the qecd even i they were perfecily
sikilled so to do, but are obliged to huny it i, aad in-
deed not unfrequently, after the proner searon for sow.
ing itisover, This being accomplished, their attention
isagain immediately turnod to theirtimber enragements,
about which they consime the greater portion of their
ne h's:hveun those periodsat whieh they ave imper ious]y
sumoncd to the labour of eatd ;mmg i the dif eront
preducts of theiv ficlds.  After thisis wholly over, the
tao generally votinn to the seme favorite, and itmay b
exiid too traly, even fatal engagrments ; and neglect,and
sefer it nrevoiration of the soil for the ens uing season,
winter then ok

M teke plare,

H
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This description is not exaggerated, or overdrawn,
it is known from the personal observation of the author
of these remarks to be correct, and can be verified by
numbers. ‘

With such impediments, and obstructions to its ex
tension and improvement, and with so little attention
bestowed upon it, how is it possible that Agriculture
should flourish. It certainly has not in those settle-
ments, reached that improved, and prosperous state,
which might reasonably have been expected, from the
very considerable population they have for many years
contained.

The cccupation of a farmer, is one which demands
undivided, and assiduous attention, and which, particu-
larly in young countries like this, affords him employ-
ment for every season of the year. During the winter,
his attention and Jahour will be fully occupied,—in the
care of his cattle, and the different services essentially
necessary to be attended to about his barn-yard—in pro-
viding a suflicient portion of fuel for the rest of theyear
in preparing, and conveying to market those products of
his farm which he may have to dispose of,—repairing and
putting in order his implements of husbardry,—and in
a variety of other engagements, to which that season is
appropriate, and which should not be allowed to break
in upon those more important occupations, which im-
periously require to be attended to at other times of the
year. If, his farm is but of vecent formation, and he is
desirous of extending it, by clearing any part in a wil-
derness state, this, is also the season, in which he should
be employed in felling the wood.

At the first opening of the Spring, (which in this
Province is of such short duration) hi- more active en-
gagements should commence ; and throughout this sea-
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son, his utmost attention and industry should be kept
constantly in exercise. 'The proper preparation of his
grounds for the reception of the different descriptions of
seed, and the employment of depositing them there; at
the several periods at which skilful husbandry will sug-
gest and require they should be sown, will keep him am-
ply and busily employed; during the whole of this sea-
son. Scarcely indeed will ithave passed,and that deserips
tion of seed which according to a regular course of hus-
bandry should latest be sown, have been deposited in the
earth, before some of those, which were earliest put iny
will require his attention and labouar, to assist in bring-
ing forward their growih.

To his engagements of that nature, very speedily
succeed the labours of what inay he termed the tirst har-
vest ; and frowm that period, until the whole of those
products of his fields with which he has been biessed by
the kindness of Providence has been properly secured,
the most active and unremitting employment is offered
for his time und uttentien. '

The period which immediately follows, also pre-
sents its appropriate, and even not less important occu-
pations. it is thes, that he should again review his
fields; and exercise his skill, in acsigning to cach the
particular mode of culture for the ensuing season, which
way be best adapted to its state; and his industry, in
ploughing, or deing whatever else about them, is then
proper to be doge, to prepare them for undergoing such
future cultivation.

Nor let it be imagined, that the course just prescris
bed, would be merely one of anxiety and drudgery, and
quite unproductive of any gratification or enjoyment,
‘These, it would amply bestow, of the most genuine and
vational description. The inind of the husbandman
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pursuing such a diligent and assiduous eourse, would be
actively employed, in collecting and storing up informa-
tion, in his art; in doing which, and in the execution of
theexperiments he would be led to make for enlarging
that information, he would not fail to experience more
sincere and extensive enjoyments, than the idle and dis-
solute ever can know.

It may here with truth and propriety be remarked—
that the general unskilfulness displayed in agricultural
occupations in this Province, is more to be attributed to
the attention of these engaged in them, having been
greatly led off to other pursuits,than to any deficiency of
means for acquiring information. Those means have
always been sufficiently within the power of the greater
number who might have wished to possess and employ
them. :

1t was the inclination for improvement that chiefly
was wanting., Wherever this, is fully and warmly en-
gaged in any occupation or calling whatever, which is
vigorously pursued, improvements therein almost in-
variably follow. Man, is ever prone to devise, and to
practice expedients, for extending his accommodation,
or advantage, in every pursuit in which he feels serious-
ly interested. The state of perfection to which any art
or manufacture has arrived, is merely, the result of the
accumulation and assiduous employment of the disco-
veries and improvements of ingenious and diligent men :
most of whom, have been directly engaged in the prose-
eution of the art, or calling, they laboured to improve.

If, we again turn our attention to the trade so ex-
tensively carried on in some of the eastern parts of the
Province, and which has lately been spoken of, it may
ke made still more clearly t((; appear, how much more
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advantage the farmers would have reaped, from an un-
divided, and steady attention to their agricultural pur-
suits, than from their labours in the manufacture of tim-
ber. A decisive proof of this, may indeed be afforded,by
comparing the situations and circumstances of the per-
sons in general, who were engaged in that way, and those
of persons residing in the same, or contiguous settle-
ments who were not so engaged.

It must be admitted, by those, who have had op-
portunities of judging for themselves on the subject, and
will impartially declare their opinion,—that, ot the far-
mers in those places where timber has been manufactur-
ed toany great extent, those few, who have confined their
attention entirely to husbandry, enjoy more of the com-
forts, and conveniencies of life, and arealso less involv-
ed in debt, than those whohave been deeply engaged in
manufacturing or trading in that article. However in-
digent, those of the former class were, at the commence-
ment of their agricultural labours, they have in generat
succeeded in progressively improving their circumstan-
ces. Many ofsuch persons, possess real, as well as per-
sonal property, to very considerable value 5 and can af-
ford themselves all those comforts, which a prudent and
temperate husbandman can require. Nearly all of them,
indeed, have to every appearance,becn enabled to raise
themselves quite above want.

On the other hand, it is found, that, they who have
neglected their farms, and employed themselves exten-
sively in manufacturing and disposing of timber, have
almost universally become more and more impoverish-
ed, and embarrassed. Although, in some <easons, when
the price of that article was very high, they probably
succeeded in effecting a temporary improvement in their
circumstances, yet the prospects of vltimate gaip with
which doubtless they then flaitered themselves have
speedily passed away, and they have become more deep-
ly involved in debt, and more indigent than ever,
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The injurious effects of this trade upon our agricuil-«
tural class, will also further appear, on comparing the
apparent situations and circumstances of the farmers in
the different settlements in that quarter of the Province,
taking them in bodies. It is asserted by those who have
bhad ample means and opportunities of obtaining the in-
formation,—that the farmers in an extensive settlement,
lying immediately upon the shore ofthe Gulf of Saint
Lawrence, who generally speaking have never been en-
gaged in manufacturing or vending timber, but who have
solely attended to the cultivation of their fields, taking
them in a body, are far less involved in debt, and pos-
sess property of different descriptjons to a greater value,
than the same class of persons in general, in any of the
contiguous settlements where large quantities of timber
have been made. Many in the first mentioned place,
have indeed so much bettered their condition, that they
not only possess abundance of all the principal means
of subsistence, but even have large sums of money in
their possession, or out upon interest. The settlement
they compose may almost be termed the granary of that
part of the Provinee, such large quantities of grain are
there yearly produced. ’

But the argument in support of the superior ad-
vantages.of an undivided attention to Agriculture, may
be made still stronger, by carrying this rule of compar-
ison to a yetgreater extent. 1f we look throughout the
Province, we shall almost invariably find,—that, in those
settlements and places, in which that occupation has
been exclusively pursued, the inhabitants enjoy greater
abundance, and are in every respect more comfortable
and independent in their circumstances, than in those,
where they have divided their attention between thag
and other pursuits.

It has indeed been unfortunate, that, there has al-
ways been some occupatien or branch of trade, which
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held forth prospects of superior advantage, and which
served to prevent attention from being seriously and ex-
tensively applied to the improvement of this only cer-
tain foundation for our prosperity. While the trade in
timber which has been spoken of, operated to its pre-
judice in one quarter, the Plaister of Paris trade, (which
1s still so extensively proseeuted from almost every part
of the shores of the Bay of Fundy) did the same through-
out most of the settlements there ; and to compleat the
Whole, the fisheries, which are followed by such a very
great proportion of the inhabitants along nearly the
whole coasts of the Province, had also the effect of ob-
structing its extension and improvement,

With respect to these lazt, it is not here intended ta
Insinuate,that they ought to be wholly neglected,and at-
tention and encouragement be solely bestowed uponAg-
ricultural pursuits ; or that the labour of the country
should be exclusively applied to the latter. The fishe-
ries,ase undoubtedly to be considered as one of the prin-
cipal sources of our prosperity, and if properly encou-
raged, might be made greatly to promote it ; butin sta-
ting and comparing the degrees of importance of the
several sources from which our general welfare is to he
derived, and the means which should be employed to ad-
vance it, it is allowable to observe, that if lecs Ja-
bour and attention had been employed in these, and more
forthe advancement of Agriculture, theProvince at la roe
would at this time bave been in a more flourishing con-
dition,

It may also be observed, with respect to the timber
trade,—that, it has in general had a very injuriovs ef-
fect upon the morals of those who were extensively en-
gaged in manufacturing the article, and who chiefly de-
pended for their livelihood upon the traffic they carried
o in it with the traders and exporters. From a num-
ber of causes which might be mentioned, it has had a
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powerful tendency to lead those persons into habits of
indolence, iztemperance, and vice of different descrip-
tions, or to cenfirm them therein, and too true it1s, has
actually been productive of those evils, to a very fatal
extent,

On the other hand, it must undoubtedly be admit-
ted,—that there is scarcely any occupation or employ-
ment in life, which is more adverse to the formation or
nourishment of those habits than Agriculture, nor which
tends more directly to promote and encourage industry
and temperance, and to strenghen and improve all the
moral qualities of men.

Having said so much relative to the obstacles which
have hitherto been in the way of the advancement of
this most important interest, it is now time to turn our
attentjon to the means which can the most effectvaliy be
employed for their removal, or reduction, and to invigo-
rate and extend it. Evento a person hat slightly ac-
quainted with husbandry, or who has bestowed but little
reflection upon the subject, it will be obvious, that no
better measure can be adopted for effecting those purpo-
ses, than the establishment of agricultural societies. It
is one which has been employed with singularly good
consequeaces in the country to which it is our happiness
to belong ; than which, we certainly can bave no better
model, for the regulation of nearly every part of our do-
mestic economy.

It was intended by the author of these remarks, to
have here endeavoured fully to set forth and illustrate
the numerous advantages to be derived from the adop-
tion of this measure, butin this be has been most ably
anticipated by the scientific and patriotic writer who has
recently been affording such truly valuable instruction
upon the whole subject to which it relates. Through
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the exertions of that writer, those societies have already
been formed in nearly every county and district of the
Province ; and it is fondly to be boped, and indeed may
be very confidently expected, that their establishment
will lead to the most happy results.

From the funds which each will establish, such pre-
miums and bounties can be allowed, as will powerfully
tend to arouse and stimulate industry, and to excite and
- keep in exercise a general spirit of emulation in all agri-
cultural improvements. With regard to such premiums,
it is with deference suggested, that taking into consider-
ation the infant state of Agriculture in the greater part
of this Province, and the great inequality as te improve-
ments therein, in the condition of lands even in the same.
township or settlement, it would not be well to limit or
confine the allowance of them so greatly,that they should
be exclusively bestowed for the production of the great-
est quantity of grain from a certain portion of land,with-
out having regard to its quality, or its previous condi-
tion ; for then, it would merely be always allowing them
to those persons whose lands were naturally the most
fertile, or had been longest improved. If it is desired
to excite geneval emulation, it would probably be ju-
dictous and adviseable, to bestow them upon those, who
considering the length of time their lands had heen under
improvement, and the native qualities of the s:il, had
exercised the greatest portion of skill in their cultiva-
tion.

The niembers of the Societies will be enabled in the
sourse of each season, from their own ohservations and
inquiries,to become asquainted with those circumstances
as toall the improved lands within their several districts,
and even if the expression may be -permitted, to classify
them aecordingly ; so that not only the opulent farmer,
whose lands are highly fruitful by nature,and have long
heen carvefully and properly cultivated, but also the
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poor but diligent one, whose farm has been recently
formed out of a wilderness, and who has had to contend
with a soil naturally stubborn and unyielding, may re-
ceive the reward of superior industry and skill.

It is well known, that emulation or the desire to sur-
pass, is one of the most powerful dispositions of the
mind, and is one among the few, which when pointed to
a laudable object, can never be too powerfully awakened
or exercised ; because, in such case, it can scarcely ever
be productive of injurious effects. Even when the point
in view is of very trifling importance, and cannot tend
in the least to the advancement of self-interest, a very
slender matter will serve to excite and bear it forward,
and induce men to employ very strenuous exertions to
procure its gratification., How much more strongly then
should it be exercised, and how much greater exertions
should be used,when the object to which they are direct-
ed, will immediately and extensively advance,not only
the public, but the private interest.

It might be supposed upon first view, that persua-
sions in such case would scarcely be necessary, yet such
are the incongruities of the human character, and such
the inconsistencies in the conduct of men, that it is not
merely in matters which the most highly concern their
present or eternal safety and happiness, that they are
prone to commit the most fatal mistakes, but with all
their pretended wisdom and self-sufficiency, as to every
thing relating to their wordly interest, even for the ad-
vancement of this, they frequently require to be shown
what courses they ought to pursue.

Upon this subject, it is true, as upon almost every
other in which the prosperity or the happiness of the
public, or of individuals is concerned, there are very
different opinions entertained, While some would leave
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men without either admonition, or advice, as to every
thing relating to self interest, to follow those courses
they would chuse for themselves. Others in the pride of
self wisdom or arrogance, would even employ the en-
gines of government or arbitrary power, to prescribe
and establish those, which alone they should pursue to
advance it. Experience has sufficiently proved, that
neither extreme can be safely adopted. The many
have often yielded to the advice or the warnings of the
few, and have been thereby induced to abandon pursuits
in which they were rapidly involving themselves in
poverty or ruin and to betake themselves to the prose-
cution of others, through which their prosperity and
happiness have been firmly established.

Such, itis trusted, and indeed fullv anticipated, will
be the case among us, through the influence and exer-
tions of the Societies of which we have been speaking.
The individuals composing them, will doubtless con-
sider it not more a duty than a pleasure, to endeavour
by their advice and example to arouse emulation in o-
thers, and while they seek to advance their own skill
in their occupation, affurd by its assiduous exercise, the
means of instruction to those of inferior infarmation
around them.

Zealous and patriotic, however, as may be the la-
hotrs, and liberal as may be the contributions of the in-
dividuals of these societies, yet they must fail of afford-
ing the full degree of stimulation and encouragement,
which this sulject from its vital importance ought to re-
ceive. It isthe Legislature of the country, which has
the disposition of its funds, and the guardianship of its
vesources, and of every thing relating to the general
welfare, that, we have a right to expect, will puta
finishing hand to the good work which has been so hap-
pily begun. 1t is trusted, and indeed may be canfident-
ly articipated, that, a disposition will there be found,
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cordially to unite for the adoption of all such measures,
as may be requisite for the complete organization, and
for ensuring the duration of those societies ; and that
such liberal sums will be placed at their disposal, as will
enable them to effect all the good they contemplate.

There surely is no subject, which has such claims
upon its attention, nor abeut which it can be so benefi-
cially employed. Toolong, indeed, and too fatally has
it been overlooked, or neglected ; but a zeal, and an ar-
dour respecting it, has at length been awakened, which
surely will not less animate the Councils of the country,
than the breasts of patriotic individuals.

All party views and distinctions, if any such should
arise, should be wholly laid aside, for the consideration,
and the advancement of an object of such primary im-
portance, as our agricultural prosperity. Itis what the
country has a right to expect, at this important crisis of
public feeling, and not-withstanding fair appearances, it
may even be said of political apprehension, from those
who are so desirous of limiting us in the means of im-
proving the advantages we enjoy, and of ultimately oh-
taining their possession.

However slender or limited the public revenues at
present may be, vet enough may surely be spared from
them, to afford liberal encouragement te this primary
source of ourprosperity : and unlike the operation of
many other measures, for the promotion of which large
sums of money have been frequently bestowed, those
which may be granted for this purpose,will very speedily
be fully repaid. It is not too much to assert, that, there
is no object which can be held in view, and for the pro-
motion of which, any requisition may be made upon our
resources, but what ought to be laid aside for the pre-
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sent, if it would at all interfere with the allowance of
such liberal sums, as will be necessary to ensure the ad-
vancement of this primary interest.

It surely is unnecessary, to attempt a specification
of all the advantages, which will result from placing at
the disposal of the several societies the sumsso allowed.
To all who have taken the treuble to reflect upon.the
subject, they must be sufficiently obvious. A few of
them, however, may with propriety be mentioned.—
Through the means thus afforded, in addition to their
own funds, each of them, but particularly the one estab-
lished in the capital, will be enabled to import into the
country such implements of hushandry, as may be adapt-
ed to the state of improvement in.the several parts of it,
as well as such seed as may be suited to our climate,
and the great varieties of our soil. They will, also, be
thereby enabled, to extend their premiuvms and bounties
upon production, and the excrcise of superior industry
and skill, and to bestow that assistance and encourage-
ment to the emigration to the colony, of a suitable des-
cription of persons, which has long been so imperiously
required.

This last, indeed, should be viewed as a subject en-
¢itled to the most serious and attentive consideration,
because undoubtedly connected in the must intimate
maunner, with the advancement of our general welfare.—
Such particular observations will presently be made upon
it, as its importance deserves.

Upon further inquiry into the means by which our
agriculture may be benefited, it must be obvious, that,
this, can very extensively and effectually be done,through
the improvement of our public roads. This mode of
encouragement, haslong with great judgment and pro-
priely, engaged the attention of our Legislature, and
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been annually employed by it, with singular advantage,
not only to this interest, but through it, to every other
we possess. It is to be sure, a mode which at present
has no novelty te recommend it, butits good effects have
been experienced, and are well understood ; and there-
fore it cannot be too constantly borne in mind, nor too
extensively employed..

Much, however, as has been done in that way, it
would have been still more judicious and advantageous,
to have applied to the same purpose, a great portion of
those sums from the revenues of the country,which have
for many years past, been lavished upon objects un-
doubtedly of minor importance. The enormous aggre-
gate amount of the sums which have been-expended up-
on two of our public buildings, beyond what was requi-
site, or could be justified, considering the state and re-
sources of the country, would alone have nearly sufficed,
to place most of the roads throughout the Province in a
state in which they could be travelled with comfort and
dispatch. Such an application. of it, would also have
conduced to swell our population beyond its present a-
mount, and have advanced the colony in general, toa
state, much above that in which at present it is found.

It has been clearly evident, thatin every part of
the Province, as roads have been opened,or have become
more improved, population has increased, and more con-
stant and extensive communications bave immediately
taken place, between the villages and settlements they
served to connect, and also between these and the capi-
tal. Such communications, have, indeed, within a few
years past, been so greatly extended, that many articles
of the growth and produce of the coumtry, are now
brought to the market in the capital, from places, from
whick none of the description ever before came, and
with which, scarcely any intercourse by land, could un-
¢il lately be had. It must,indeed, be perfectly clear,
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that scarcely any greater benefit ean be conferred upon
the farmer, than affording him roads, over which he niay
with safety and convenience convey his produce to mar-
ket. Without these, indeed, it is of little importance,
what other advantages or encouragements are held out
to his agricultural labours. If resident in the midst of
an almost impenetrable wilderness, he may by his indus-
try, procure a sufficiept portion of the absolute means of
subsistence for himself and his family, but in such case,
he surely canhave no stimulus or inducement to employ
his efforts for procuring any surplus quantity.

In order still further to insure the advancement of
our agricultural interest, it is requisite, and indeed
should be considered as an imperious duty, that, those
persons throughout the Province, who ure placed in the
nigher, or what are called the better orders in society,
and who possess influence in the communities in which
they reside, as well as superior information, should em-
ploy those advantages, for the benefit ofall around them
in vferior situations, and who may be wanting in skill.
"T'o these, they should ever be ready and forward, to im-
part such advice and instructicn in the art, as their cwn
vesearclies, or experience may enable them to give. It
is,al~0, their duty, to employ all the means in their pow-
er, for exciting a general spirit of emulation and indus-
try among a1l in their neighbourho«d, and constantly
to discourage, and discountenance, and strive for the
wuppression ot all idle and intemperate habits.

iiuch more may be doune, by the united and unre-
wittéd exertions of persons under thoze superior cir-
cwmstances for the accomplishvicnt of such desirable pur-
puses than many are apt to imugin~.  Example, whether
seod or evillis searcely ever without seme degree of in-
tvence and eflect vpon those betore whonit is exhibited.
ftis abwavs, teomost pewerini, « hen dicplayed by those
“who possess supcvior information and means.  Whate-
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ver may be said with regard to reformation and amend-
ment, it is undoubtedly true, that, it is among these,
that vice and corruption, and all those evils which pro-
duce the miseries and the ruin of governments, and of
countries, originate, and are carried to the greatest ex-
tent. Not only their opinions and manners, but their
vices and follies, are in general, too closely imitated and
pursued, by those in inferior situations within the sphere
of their influence or example.

After all which may be said, as to the slender por-
tion ofskill which has heretofore been possessed and ex-
ercised throughout the Province, in agricultural pur-
suits, it still will be found, that, the littie progress they
have made, is more to be attributed to the causes which
have been specified in some preceding pages, and in
particular to the habits which have been described, as
too generally prevailing among those engaged in this
occupation, than to any deficiency of skill, or the means
of acquiring it.

It is chieflv a reform in those habits that is required,
in order to cause this only certain source of our wealth,
and true independence to flourish. A reformation of
this nature, is indeed very desirable, and might with
great propriety take place, throughout most of the class-
es and descriptions of persons among us. Temperance,
industry, and economy, invariably lead to happy results;
while dissipation, indolence, and extravagance, almost
always, either sooner or later, end in poverty and dis-
tress. A close attention therefore should he given to
the cultivation of these estimable qualities; and they
should be made the foundation of all our exertions to
advance our prosperity.

-

The Societies which havelately been spoken of, will
undou btedly have a tendency, and it is to be hoped, will
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durably operate to check and diminish the power of those
mischievous habits. If uot permitted to have that sal-
utary operation and effect, there will be much danger,
of their being regarded merely as novelties for a time,
and afterwards continuing to effect, in but a very limit-
ed degree, those highly beneficial results, which they are
so well calculated to produce.

Emulation, they will undoubtedly for some time,
very powerfully excite ; but, if this is not supported and
accompanied by temperate habits, and the constant cul-
tivation of a prevailing spirit of industry, there will be
much reason to apprehend, thatit will undergo a decrease
nearly as rapid and as universal as its rise.

It is also indispensibly requisite, in ovder to effect
any extensiveimprovement in our agriculture, that those
of our farmers who have hitherto permitted their atten-
tion and labour to be greatly engaged in other pursuits,
should immediately consent to relinquish them ; and
should give their undivided and strenuous exertions to
the cultivation of their fields. 'This course, they may
be fully assured, they will have to adopt, before they can-
succeed in increasing their skill in their occupation, ar,
indeed, in generally improving their cireumstances.
Numbers of such persons, it is conceived, will be able
to satisfy themselves on candid reflection, that if they
had adopted it in an early period of their agricultural
labours, and closely adhered to it, their situations in life
would at this time have been hetter than they actually
find them to be. It would be well worth the while of
such of them as do not feel fully convinced on the sub-
ject, to try for a few seasons together, how far such
undivided attention to their farms, can be made to con-
duce to their profit. This, they certainly may do, with-
~utincurring any risk or danger whatever.

It seldom happens, that the man who busies himself
i1 2 variely of occupations, beomes a proficient in any
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one of them ; or derives from the whole, any great por-
tion of gain.  Division oflabour, and the separation of
arts and professions,are ameng the principal causes of in-
dividual and national wealth. Hence, among everyen-
lightened and industrious people, such division and se-
paration are highly encouraged, and are constantly in-
creasing. It need scarcely be remarked,—that, there
are even many distinct occupations,which in consequence
of their being divided inte several branches or parts,and
each of these being pursued by different individuals, are
made highly profitable to all whoare busied about them ;
when, if any one person, had attempted to pursue the
occupation throughout, he would have entirely failed of
procuring even a livelihood.

Agriculture, in this Province, is yet but in itsinfan-
ey, and so much is required to be done for its improve-
ment, that none who profess to follow it for a living, can
have any time to spare for other occupations. They
must watch and mark the progress of the seasons, and
carefully and assiduously employ the advantages they
present. Above all, they must be attentive, to make
full preparation in one season, for the approach ofano-
ther. Even, though industry should be greatly increas-
ed, and sober and regular habits should universally take
place,—yet it isin vain to expect, if our husbandmen in
one quarter of the Province, continue to employ a great
portion of their time in the manufacture of timber, or
carrying it to market, and in other parts ofit, in pro-
secuting the fisheries, or in other occupations, that our
husbandry can experience that improvement which is so
greatly required ; or that we can make ourselves inde-
pendent of other countries for the first necessary of life.
These good consequences may be wished for and talked
of, experiments may be made, and even skill be increas-
ed, agricultural societies may meet, may pass resolutions,
. and assign premiums and rewards ; but, unless the great
body of the persons who have thus been dividing their
attention, adopt a different course of conduct, our situa-
tien in general will experience bat little improvement.
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[t is necessary, that all instruction which is given,
and skill which is acquired, should be diligently and as-
siduously applied to practice, in order to their becoming
either truly valuable or useful.

Ina new country like this, it is true, such a tho-
rough division of labour, and separation of arts and pro-
feszions, cannot be effected, as are found in communities
which have long been established, and in which arts and
manufactures are farther advanced ; but there certainly
1s o necesxity, that the husbandman with us, should be
either a manufacturer of timber, a quarrier of plaister of
paris, or a fisherman. If all those who consider hus-
bandry as their proper occupation, were to give theirat-
tention and labour solely to its pursuit, a sufficient por-
tion of our labcur would stjll be left, for the prosecution
ofcommercial and all other employments.

We may now proceed to takeaview of the subject of
emigration to the colony, which must undeubtedly bhe
eonsicered as one of very serious importance to our ag-
ricultural interest, and indeed to every other we possess.
Notwithstanding the very slender public encouragement
it has hitherto received, and indeed the several circam-
stances which have operated to its prejudioe, it has for
several years past been very considerable to some varts of’
the Province.

It is well known, that for several years past, it has
been flowing in an uncouinionly extensive degree, from
the old world to the new ; and in particular, from the
British Empire, to different parts of North America.—
It is equally well known, and must undoubtedly be mat-
terof regret, to all who wish well to these colonies,that,
by far the greater number of the persons who are thus
quitting the Empire, take up their residence under the
government of the United States. Even, many oftheus
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who kavelanded in this Province, after remaining a short
time, have directed their course to that quarter. Ifpro-
per means had been employed,ana the public encourage-
ment held forth, which wmight so readily and extensively
have been granted, most of these, would undoubtsdly
have been retained in the colony.

Upon a just and eandid comparison, of the advan-
tages which here are possessed, with those which really
exist in the countries under the government of the Uni-
ted States, to which those persons are resorting, it would
appear truly surprising, that they have given the prefer«
ence to the latter. Not only ia a political view but with
respect to natural and other advantages, taking the
whole of them together, this colony has a decided su-
periority over them.

It is true, those countries have by some been highly
axtolled, and the advantages they really possess, have of
late been displayed in the most alluring and conspicuous
light ; and many have been assigred to them, which cor-
tainly arenot there to be found ; while, the numerous
disadvantages, inconveniences, and privations, both of
a natural and political deseriptivn, which must be en-
countered or borne, under a residence there, have been
as carefully kept out of sight. 'We must recollect,how-
ever, that, those who have indulged themselves in such
extravagant praises of those countries, have either been
subjects of the United States, entertaining the utmost
hostility against Great-Britain, and these Colonies, or
persons who have renounced their allegiance to the
British government, and who bear an equal degree of
animosity against it.

In opposition to those splendid, but unfaithful de-
scriptions, may be produced the candid and ingenuous
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confessions, of several who have visited those countries,
of the falsity of the accounts which had been given them
of the advantages they possessed, and of the sad disap-
pointment of the hopes, and highly wrought expecta-
tions, whieh they had in consequence been led to enter-
tain. To these, may also be added, the complaints to
the same eflect, which, notwithstanding a wish to repress
them, have occasionally broke forth from some who ha-
ving once taken up their residence there, were under
the necessity of remaining, coupled with their regrets,
for having ever abaudoned the countries and govern-
ments to which they had previously belonged.

If, they were only thie disloyal and turbulent, who
were thus leaving the British empire, and bending their
course to those countries ; their departure, and their
forbearing to settle in these Colonies, might be consid-
ered as most favourable events. T'here are, however,
great numbers of loyal and valuable subjects among
them, who from the pressure of taxes, from not having
been able to procure suflicient employment to afford a
maintenance for themselves and their families,or from a
variety of other znod and justifiable causes, are abandon-
ing with sorrow and reluctance, the countries of their
Dirth, and the institutions they had long been accustom-
ed to love and revere.

If these were sufficiently apprised, of the numerous
natural advantages, of the mild and equitable nature
of the government, of the freedom, the exemption from
taxes, and the mary other blessings, which heve are en-
joyed ; and if such facilities, and public assistance to
their settlement on the unimproved lands of the coun=
try, were afforded and held forth to their notice,as might
very readily be granted, great numbers of them would
undoubtedly be found to take up their residence here.

Itcertainly is an ohject of primary importance, not
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anly for the purpose of increasing the physical force of
the Colony to defend i¢ iu the hour of danger, but for a
variety of others, immmediately connected with the ad-
vancement ! its general welfare, to encourage and pro-
cure a aore extensive emigration hither, of the most

active and laborious description of persons.

Tt is not merely by the application of industry and
skill in the cultivation oflands already under improve-.
ment, that we mustseek to procure a portion of bread,
and of the other chief means of subsistence, fully ade-
quate to our consumption. In several of our counties,
it is requisite for the purpose, that, the forests should be
moreex tensively cleared, and that an addition should be.
made to the number of those who are occupied in hus-
bandry.

In some places, the price oflabour being high, ow-
ing in some degree to the scarcity of Jabourers, and their
being chiefly taken up in other pursuits, it is desirable,
that an increase in the number of these, shonld also take

place. This, would tend directly to the:advantage of-

the farmer, as the rate of wages would be thereby redu-
ced. The very extravagant price of labour, which un-
til lately prevailed throughout the Provinee, and which
still exists in some parts of it, may, indeed, be consider-.
ed as one of the chief obstructions to the advancement of
our Agriculture.

Before entering upon a statement and explanation.
of the means, which it is conceived should be employed,
for increasing emigration hither, it may net be amiss, to
inquire into the causes,’which have heretofore operated
to discourage and restrict it, and to prevent a more ex-
tensive settlement and improvement of the lands of the
Province.
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To those, who have long been resident in the Col-
ony, or have been able to inform themselves of its af-
fairs, and the mecasures pursued, during some former
administrations of its government, it must be obvious,
that, tbe principal cause, has been,—the fatal praciice
which prevailed during those periods, of granting or al-
Yotting, very extensive tracts of land to a few 1ndivid-
uals.  Some of these, have never even been within the
Celony, while others who were pre>enl, when they ob-
tained thew, soop after departed. and huve never return-
ed. Of all, indeed, who are either zhsent, or here at
this time, very few, eomparatively, have done any thing
towards set'ling or improvinz fhe Jarge and valuable
tracts they received. Some of these tracts, were gréot-
ed through the direct autherity and command of the
govemmmt of the parent state, but by far the greater
number of them, were mare over in one form or other
by the plealdmg authority here.

If that cowrse of investizgation were here to be a-
dopted auvd pursued, which 11)1d hut unsparing truth
would « m(ﬁcxem}y warrant, much mizht be said, resoecf~
ing the conduct ol'a formrr Ammm.n ation among us,in
refation to this anhject, wkich would afford 'm"ple fonmn-
dation fo- thezeverest animadversion and censure.  Mo-
tives might be set forth, and explained, as notoriously
influenciny and determining, that power who too long
and too f:td]}y presided over our affairs, in a number of
instances of the p public evil here spoken of. which were
as unjust and disgraceful, as the evil itself has been ex-
tensive and lasting.  As such an exposition,however, by
way of a public warning or check against an extension
cf the mischief, is rendeved unnecessary, its measure
Laving alveady been wrought to the full; and assorrow
and rpgnet may have sncceeded tr'mqwreqelon charity,
may he altowed to draw the veil over much of \vhatjus-
tice neuld seck to disclose.

The miachief] hasindced been done ; and to a fatal
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and lamentable extent. It has had the most prejudicial
operation and influence, with respect to the general wel-
fave, and the hopes and prospects of the Colony ; but
in no particular, has it been so fatal, as in retarding its
settleirent.  'This, may indeed, be said to include every
other injurious effect.

The two succeeding Administrations, were greatly
employed in endeavouring to remove in some measure
thi= obstruction to our prosperity, and to remedy or ob-
vi- e e evils which were thus introduced. The late
oae, 10 particuiar, which it was in every respect our
havyiness to possess, was assiduously and zealously en-
geged in such upright and laudable endeavours,

Well, indeed, may it be said, that the zeal, thein-
texrity, and the wisdom, displayed by the truly elevated
and magnanimous character, who then presided among
u¢, in every thing relating to our safety and happiness,
will ever be held in the mos¢ grateful and affectionate
remerabrance, by all who witnessed the exercise of those
virtues, and who sincerely desire the prosperity of the
Colony. Firm, and ardent in his purpoeses and endea-
vours for the public gaod, far exalied above every sel-
fish or unjust consideration or motive, without any of
those favorites, or creatures, who are too frequently
found about persons in exalted situations, and who in-
fluence or bias them in their conduct, his popularity,and
the esteem and respect which were so unpiversally cher-
ished towards him, were not courted by the exercise of
that address, and of those arts, which too often are prac-
tised with a view to the establishment of those favorable
sentiments ; but were raised and secured on that foun-
dation, whereoun alone they can safely and permavently
repose,—upon the faithful and conscientious discharge
ofevery public duty.  Ever, as ready to hear, and as
attentive to the complaints or requests of the most indi-
gent and ohscure individual, as of the most wealthy or
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exalied, a great portion of his time was every day diii-.
gently employed,—in the correction of abuses—in sup-
porting and establishing the rights of the weak, against
the overbearing attempts of the haughty and pewerful,
and in promoting everv object which could conduce to,
the welfare of all over whom he presided. During his.
administration, and through his auihoritative interfer-
ference, and rigid inspection, a vigilance,and expedition,
were employed in all our public offices, in the transace.
tion of business, altogether unusual, and which with re-
gard to one of them 1n particular, it is so highly desira-.
ble should at present prevail.

Such, was the Ruler, we were oace so greatly favo-
red as to possess, and at whose departure, regrets were.
experienced, which could only be equalled, by the es-
teem in which he ever was held while among us. He.
was in truth, one of those few characters, who placed
10 public situations, seem formed and given for the good
and the happiness of mankind; and for redeeming in
some measure the charge, which is too often with justice
advanced, of the corruptions, the abuses, and oppres-
sions, whichattend on the exercise of high and extensive
command.  This digression, if a digression it must be.
valied, will readily be pardoned by those, who know
how to appreciate worth, and who had opportunities of
observing the conduct of that upright and estimable cha-
racter,

In making further chservations, relative to the ex-
iensive grauls and allottivents of land which have been
spoken ¢l it may be mentioned, that, it has been offered
by way oi exteruntion or excuse for making them—that,
tacy were hestowod as rewards {or public services per-
formed, er jo satisfaction of just and equitable claims.
Mucky it ave been the case with vespect to a few of-
freg Lat by e the greater number, 1t is well known,
werein the nature of gratuities to favorites, or made to
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answer political, or even pecuniary purposes.  Of those
which really were made in satistaction of such claims,
while some might even fall short of requiting them, none
were of iadividual advantage, commensurate with the
public evil they imposed.

In many instances where such claims were well
founded, it would even have been better {or the Pro-
vince, to have allowed moderate salaries, or pensions,
than to have had those powerful and lasting impediments
opposed to the increase of its population, and to its ag-
ricultural improvement.

1t has moreover heen particularly unfortunate and
injurioue, that it is in that quarter of the Province, to
which emigration has chiefly been divected, and in which
the greatest proportions of fertile and valuable land is
1o be found, that the greatest quantity of it is held in
the manner described. 'The persons who obtained those
‘extensive grants and allottments, have been sulliciently
aware of those circumstances ; and therefore, while they
were particularly assiduous, as it was natural enough
for them to be, to secure as many advantages as possible
to themselves, the public mischief bas thereby been ren-
dered the greater.

In the districts and townships in that quarter, al-
though from the tops of the loftiest hills, the eye in rang-
ing over immense tracts of country, witl scarcely be able
to discern the partial and thinly scattered settlements,yet
by far the greater portion of the land which remains in
its original and uncultivated state, has long been grant-
ed to persons, who to all appearance, never intend to
ainploy any exertions to have it improved.

It is even well known, that from some bat recently
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formed settiements in that part of the Province, numbers
of families have been constantly removing, from an in-
ahility to procure portions of land in at all convenient
situations, whereon they might settle. 1t is not indeed
too much to assert, that within twenty years past, some
hundreds of individuals, have almost wholly from this
cause, abandoned the Province for one of the colonies
adjacent. Many of these, were the children of persons
who have long been resident in the country, and whose
landed possessions were so limited, that they could not
allow them such portions thereof, as would afford them
farms sufficiently extensive. These persons, above all
others, from a variety of considerations, should if possi-
ble have been kept in the colony.

Nuwbers of the most valuable description of persois
who havc hitherto emigrated to the country, whe took
up their resideice on some of the extensive tracts of
land which are held in the manner described, througha
fear of being hereaiter deprived of the fruits of their la-
bours, and an anxiety arising from the insceurity of their
possessions, or from the threats of those powerful pro-
prietors, have been led to abandon the improvements
they had been many years occupied in makinz. Many-o-
thers, are even at this day, harrassed with prosecutions
at law, to force them out of possessions acquired and
held under similar circumstances.

The eviis bere stated, have long been among the
principal impediments to ihe increase of our pepulation,
and our agricultural prosperity ; and unlesssome prompt
and vigorous measures are taken to remove them, it
would be altogether useless and vain, to hold out any
inducement to a more rapid or extensive emigration to
the colony.

If it is indeed desirable, tkat this should be encour-
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aged ; or even that we should retain in the country, the
great numbers of young persons who are daily arriving
at manhood, and are desirous of acquiring landed pos-
sessiong for themselves, and remaining among their con:
nexions and friends, it certainly should be viewed as an
object of serious magnitude, to remove those obstruc-
tions as far as it can possibly be done.

This, was the policy with regard to the subject,
which appeared to guide and to influence the conduct of
the two last administrations of the government here ; but,
although, under them, the evil wasin some measure cur-
tailed and removed, yet much still remains to be done,
for reducing yet more, those effects df it, which are dai-
ly becoming more deeply injurious.

In the course of the last administration in parlicu-
lar, the Crown was reinvested by escheat, or otherwise
resumed the possession, of many tracts of land which
had been granted or allotted under the cireumisiances
already set forth. Several portions of these, were sub-
sequently bestowed upon individuals, who inall proba-
bility were thereby prevented from leaving theProvince;
and who have since made extensive and valuableimprove-
ments upon them. Ifthose tracts had reinained under the
titles of theformer proprietors, there is littie doubt, but
the most of them would have continued to this day ina
wild and uncultivated state.

It is known, that since the reinvestment in governs
ment by way of escheat, of some tracts of land in the east-
ern part of the Province, which had remained in their
primitive condition; and since others of greuat extent in
that quarter, which had long been considered as belong-
ing to private individuals, in consequence of their hav.
ing been laid off to them, have been granted to persons
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who were desirous of settling and improving npon them,
that, a much fewer number of persons, comparatively,
have gone oat of the Colony from thence, than had pre-
viously gone, within an equal period of time. The po-
litical, and other advantages, which here are enjoyed,
are so very much greater, than those which are to be
found in the adjacent Jsland, to which the greater num-
ber of the persons who so have removed have gone to
reside, that, not the siightest doubt can he reasonably
entertained, but, that nearly the whole of them would
hare remained in the Province, i{' they couid have obtain-
ed from government, portions of land in at all-conveni-
ent situations.

In order to remeove as effectually as possible the evil
of which we have been speaking, it must be sufficiently
obvious, that no better mode can hz adopted, than imme-
diately to make the escheat of lands, whici kave been
granted under the circumstances lately described, and
which still remain in tieir original condition, more ex-
tensive and general. It would indeed he well, if the
measure was adopted and without any exception pur-
sued—of veinvesting the Crown in that way, of all tracts
of land, which after having-been granted a specified
Bumber of years, should still be found in their original
unimproved state.

If this measure was established, and rigidly enforc-
ed, it would doubtless have the effect, of leading many
individuals to whom extensive tracts have been granted,
to use immediate exertions for clearing and improving
them. At present, they are perfectly indifferent and
careless about doing so ; knowing, that without any ex-
ertions on their part, they are daily increasing in value ;
and not wishing, or perhaps finding it inconvenient, te
expend-any money or attention upon them.

It certainly is highly impolitic, to say nothing with
respect to imjustice, to permit these individuals to con-
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tinue to hold lands under such circumstances,while there
are such numbers of persons constantly coming into the
colony, and so many others already among us, who
would gladly settle upon them, and immediately com-
mesce their improvement.

The proceedings in order to obtain escheats, when
sought for by individualg,have hitherto been so dilatory,
and in general so troublesome, and expensive, that ma-
ny pave by reason taereof been deterred from making
applications te procure them. It would not therefore
be politic, to abstain from causing them to take place,
until the !ands which were Jiable to suffer them, should
be applied for by the persons desirous of settling there-
on ; but, would he highly beneficial, and proper, for
roinvectments by that course of proceeding, to be imme-
diately crdered ard effected on the part and at the ex--
pense of the (overnmeat ; so that they might be free for
the settlement ol pevcons upon them, so soen as appli-
eations for that purpose were made.

The d...culifes arnd inconveniences,which emigrants.
as well as others lave herelofore had to contend with,
in procuring ungravted and unculiivated land, for the
purpcse of settling Jizr2on, together with the expenses
of obtaining grants of the same, Lave also operated to
retard ¢i.o Agrieuliural improvement of the colony.

With resp ct to tue emigrant, even if he makes his.
applicatica ics land immediately on his arrival in the.
country. ieverai monthsin general elapse, and not un-
frequently even more than a year, before he either ob-
tains the tract for which lie applied, or is even so fully
assured of chizining it, thet he can venture to settle
thereon. In the mean time, iflie is a person in indigent
circumstances, which is generally the case, he and bis.
family contisue burthens upon some relatives or friends
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who, probably, can ill afford to grant them the subsiss
tence and support they require.

In muking his application, he is in general, either
really under the siecessity, or conceives that he is, ofre-
gorting 1o th: capital to prefer his petition ; and after
having done g0, he seldom can atiord the expense of re-
maining there, enduring the delays of oftice, until a war-
rant of survey is jssued in his favour ; but, is obliged
to returr, and remain still in the same dependent and
anxious sitvation.  After some time, and even in some
instances, not until after the fatizue and expense of ano-
ther journey to the capital, he obtains his warrant of
survey, and an order thereon to some deputy surveyor;
to suit whose convenience, verv probably, after waiting
some further time, the portion of land which had been
allowed, is laid off to him.  This being accomplished,
ke may, it i true, with telerable safety, erect his cabin
thereon, and coinmence the cultivation of the soil ; but
sitll is left to entertain some anxiety relative to the com-
pletion of Ins title.  After baving procured a return of
th survey mude in his favour, he is obliged again to
make application for the purpose of obtaining the grant ;
and in most instasces, it is not until after the Iapse ofa
very cor-iderable period of time, (through the delays in
soins oy our public offices which have long with good
veast heen compiained of,) and too frequently, not un-
til he bus made another journey or more to the capital,
togeticr with an : xpense, as fees of offices, which he can
butill slovd to deiray, that he becomes confirmed and
secured in his possession, by receiving the grant.

There are many, indeed, who enter upon land un-
der survevs which have beer made in their favour, and
whe build and make improvements thereon, but, remain
Yeng withoutany better title ; merely from their inability
t pay the fee- wiich are required for procuring its com-
pletion. These pevsons, while holding under such cir-
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gumstances, are constantly in danger, if not of being
actually turned out of their possessions, yet at least of
being harrassed with attempts to that effect, by persons
who through misrepresentation or otherwise may obtain
grants of the tracts so possessed. This, is not a mere
imaginary danger.  Instances of such attempts are
known to have occurred. '

[t is true, that according to a regular and just ad-
ministration of law on the subject, they could not be
deprived of such possessions by virtue of grants so ob-
tained ; but, of this they are not in general aware, and
therefore, entertain an anxiety lest it should actually
take place. This evil, however light, or inconsiderable
in way appear, it would be well, as far as possible, to
abviate or remove. [t should seem indeed, to be highly
desirable and important, that the government should in-
terfere in the very first instance, for the assistance of
persons under those circumstances, and siould quiet and
secure them in their possessions, by rendering their ti-
tles compleat,

Such have been the embarrassments,and difficulties,
which persons emigrating to the Colony,as well as others
have had to contend with, in settling upon our wild and
uncultivated land, and it cannot be doubted, but, that
they have had some effect in preventing its more exten-
sive improvement.

However prominently, and pointedly they have
here been exhibited, still, they are not equal to those,
which persons of the like descriptions, are obliged to
encounter in obtaining land in some of the other Colon-
ies, and are far from being of such magnitude as will be
met with, in procuring itin those parts of the United
States, to which so many persons, even from the British
Lmpire, have recentl_y been resorting. Still, however,
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they must be eonsidered of serious ¢onsequence ; and,
accordingly, measures ought immediately to be taken te-
remove or reduce them.

It now remains to consider of this part of the-sub-.
ject, and to point out and illustrate some plan, through
the adoption and prosecution of which, a more exten-
sive settlement of the uncultivated land of the country
may be facilitated and encouraged..

There is none which appears batter calculated for
effecting that desirable purpose, than the formation and
establishment, under fome such :2~ulations as will pre-
sently be specified, of a Board, ¢ Society, in eash coun-
ty and district, to be eonpoz2d of a certain number of
the most judicious ~nd ir.icliizent gersons, chosen out.
of the Agricultural Soctely therein ostablished. Of
this, it might, indeed, vory properly and con-istently be
made a branch or committee.

The first power with which such Boards might with:
‘propriety be invested, and 1 hich they could in the very
first ipstance pursue with the greatest advantage, would
be,—to employ persons, properly qualified, to male re-
gular surveys of all the ungranted land fit for cultiva-
tion within their several districts,—and to lay ofl the
same in lots of moderate extent. Accurate plans, and
returns of these, should be furmishzd to such boards,and
also be left in the office of the Surveyor General of lands,
and in that of the Secretary of the Proviuce. Such
Boards, shonld meet at stated periods during the year,
and also on any urgent or extraordinary occasion ;—
such, as the arrival within their districts of any number
of emigrants. It would also be well to require, that,
unless, under very special circumstances, all applicati-
ons for land should be made to them, and their recom-
wmendation obtained, before issuing grants of the same,
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@r giving any authority or permission to settle thereon.
At such meetings, they might determine respecting
all such applications, and where they deemed them
-proper, and well feunded, should have it in their power,
to assign to the persons making them, the lots so laid off;
and to give to them tieksts, or orders, authorizing them
irmediately to eunter thereon, and commence their im-
provem:nt.

It would fourther be requisite,—that lists should
at least anraally be transmitted to the two public offices
beforementioned, and also toa general superintending
Board, which should be established in the Capital—of
the names of all persons to whom lands had beean so al-
lotted, stating,—the number of persons in each family
which had obtained any such ticket,—the quantity of a«
cres contained in the lot for which it was given, and the
appar.nt circumstances of the person to whom it was as-
signed,~—and whether he was actually resident, or mak-
ing improvements thereon. Upon such returns, war-
rants of survey in the manner at present observed, might
issue to the Surveyor General of land, who could imme-
diately make reports thereon, founded upon the plans
and returns beforementioned; and grants might pass in
favour of such persons for the lands so allotted them,
immediately after their having been resident thereona
specified period of time.

These Boards would also be enabled to obtain in-
formation, relative to the tracts of land within their se-
veral districts which were heretofore granted or laid off,
and which still remain in an unimproved state; and
could make returns and reports respecting the same,
through the office of the Provincial Secretary, to the
executive branch of the government ; stating—whether
the individuals to whom they were granted, or for whom
they were surveyed, were, or were not resident in the
@olony—or whether they were about settling upon
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them—or were likely to do so. This would tend to ex-
pedite and procure the escheat of many of those tracts of
land, which it has already been stated, are held by ab-
gent proprietors, and others, who to all appearance, have
no intention of ever employing any exertions to have
them improved.

It would, also, be well, that, in cases where the per-
sons towhom thev had delivered any such tickets as have
been mentioned, did not within one year, or any other
limited time, settle or make improvements upon the
lots for which they were given, they should be antho-
rived to assign such lots to otherindividuals, who should
be desirous of settling thereon.

It would further be indispensibly requisite, that
sums of money should be granted from the revenues of
the country,and placed at the disposal of such Boards: ouf
of which, they might defray the expences of making such
surveys, and other charges, which would be necessarily
attendant upon the execution of many of the powers and
duties which they would be called upon to exercise and
perform. They might, also, with great propriety, and
advantage, be anthorized to pay out of such sums, the
fees for the obtaining of grants, in cases where the per-
sons to whom they were made, were in such indigent
circumstances, that they could not immediately advance
them. For securing repayment, they could take from
such persons, notes, or other securities, payable at stated
periods, to their treasurers or secretaries ; whose duty
it should be—to collect the sums of money due thereup-
on, and pay the same, into the treasury of the Province ,
er in any other manner which might be preséribed.

Such, are merely the outlines of what might be im-
proved into a regular, and well connected system ; and
through which might he effected, the most beneficial rs-
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sults. It must, indeed, it is conceived, be sufficiently
obvious to most persons, that, such a measure, would
have the most salutary operation and effects, with re-
gard to the difficulties and inconveniences which have
been lately described, and in facilitating, and extending
the Agricaltural improvement of the country.

The members composing the Boards, would be able
to inform themselves in almost every instance, of the
situations in life, and the circumstances of the persons
making applications for land, and would be thereby ena-
bled, to determine respecting them, with justice and
propriety : and, by being authorized to assign it,only to
persons who were wishing immediately to settle there-
on, a check and preventive would be afforded to any
further portion of our unimproved land being obtained
by persons having other intentions.

From the establishment of such Boards, the emi-
grants and others desirous of obtaining land whereon
to settle, would be saved the expense, the trouble, and
anxiety, which it has already been stated they have hi-
therto experienced ; and, from the facility with which
it could then be procured for that purpose, (which would
soon become fully and generally known,) many persons
would be induced to apply for it, and remain in the Col-
ony, who, if the difficulties existed with respect to ob-
taining it, which-at present prevail, would most proba-
bly take their departure.

If, it would be prudent, or advisable, to grant in
any manner whatever, such powers as it has here been
recommended to confer, it doubtless would be more
proper and advantageous, to vest them in such a Board
as has been mentioned, than in any one individual. It
is in general found, that m%re impartiality and justice
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are exercised, where power iz diffused among a number
of persons, than where it rests wholly withone: although
the measures of the former, are not marked with such
promptness and dispatch, as characterize those of the
fatter.

If the whole of such powers were vested in one in-
dividual, thai ene, would most prohably in every in-
stance, be the person possessinyg the first weight and in-
fluence within the limits for which he was appointed,
and would be thereby enabied, fully, and securely, to
exercise those partialities, those prejudices, and that in-
justice, which some characters of that description among
us, have so irequently displayed within the sphere of
their influence, and through the exercise ot which, the
sway they possess, is, in a general point oi view, pro-
ductive of more evil than good.

By vesting them in a number of persons, composing
such Boards as have been described, there would, cer-
tainiy, be the strongest probability of their being fairly
and equitably exerci~ed, and that the desirable purpo-
ses intended to be effected by conferring them, would
be extensively accomplished, as the partialities, the pre-
judices, or the interested views of any one of such per-
sons, weuld be checked and controlled by the others.

Having said so much respecting our Agriculture,
and the subjects with which it is most intimately connect-
ed, it may not be amiss, to point out and explain some
of the good consequences which would follow from its
extension and improvement.

The first, and most important effect which would be
thereby produced, would be—a general abundance of
the chief means of subsistence, and consequently a re-
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duction in their prices. This, indeed, will be found on
reflection to include all other advantages. Most of
those,which we might expect to reap from such improve-
ment, would certainly depend on such reduction, and
would almost immediately follow it as matters of course.

The prices of labour, in nearly every department
and calling, would in consequence fall. ~ This effect,
would be most highly beneficial to_the Agricultural in-
terest in particular ; as one of the many causes which
have hitherto operated to obstruct and retard its ad-
vancement, has been—the high rate of labour which so
long prevailed throughout the Province.

To our fishermen, also, whose circumstances so
greatly require improvement, such reduction in the price
of labour, would upon the whole be of very material ad-
vantage. Those, who were at all extensively engaged
in the pursuit of that occupation, and had servants em-
ployed to assist them, would receive an immediate bene-
fit from it ; and evena such servants, if they were persons
baving families, would be more than compensated for
such reduction, by the diminution in the prices of the
means of subsistence ; and in the consequent decrease
of those of many articles of the most indispensible use.
Such reduction, as to the main articles of food, would
further benefit the fisherman, by enabling him to con-
fine his attention and labours exclusively to his occupa-
tion ; and to draw from the Agricultural class of the
community, such of these articles as he would chiefly
require.

The general abundance, and the reduction in the
prices of the means of subsistence, proceeding from the
improvement of our Agriculture, would also have the
effect of reducing the prices of most of the European,and
other imported articles. The vender of these, has, of
course, in seeking his livelihood, been equally affected
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with all other descriptions of persons by the high prices
of the of the principal articles of food ; and has even
more extensively than most others, experienced the in-
Jjurious effects of the high rate of labour, consequent
thereon. From these causes, and from the risks and in-
conveniences he incurs, inselling his goods upon a long
and extensive credit, (which he is in general under the
necessity of deing) and from the losses he so frequently
sustains, through some of his debtors absconding, and
others becommrr insolvent and being unable to make
him payment, he is obliged to require, what under other
circuinstances, would properly be termed an exorbitant
profit, upon most of the articles he vends.  Now, if the
prices of the chief means of subsistence were redueed,
all the other causes would be chviated, or diminished,
and a reduction in the prices of those asticles wauld fol-
Yow of course. The rompntitir;n, which eonstantly ex-
ists among those em ployed 10 vending them, wouid not
suffer thelr prices to continue the same ; but would soon
bring then dewn, in proportion with such reduction as.
to the articles of food.

These positions, are indeed so plain, and it may al-
most be said, sn self-evident, that some may be ready to
couclude, tlnt it was allogether unnecessary to have
stated them here ; but it is conceived, that in essaying to
trace eut the lcading beneficial results, which will
ensue from our agricultural improvement, those which
have just been de-cribed could not have been omitted
withany kind of propriety. It is not merely specula-
tive truths, or thuse of inferior interest, that stand in
need of beiny nrged and supported ; but, many evenof
the wost obvicus and important deseription, require in
order to the establishment or preservation of their influ-
ence,to be irejuently stated and enforced.

It will furiher appear, upon proper cansideration,
that, besides tis reduetion tn the price of labour, othes
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wery important benefits will result te our commerce,
from the improvement of our agricultural interest. An
increased supply, will be thereby afforded, of articles of
home produce, not only for sale and barter in the home
market, but also for exportation. In consequence of
such improvement, many articles would deubtiess in the
course of a few years, be afforded for the last mentioned
purpose, about which our commerce has scarcely ever
yet been employed; and which certainly have not yet
been exported from the country,

Such improvement, will also place it in the power
of customers, to make to the merchant more sure and
regular payments, ‘The disappointments and irregular-
ities with regard to these, which he has hitherto so ex-
tensively experienced, have been deeply injurious, and
often have occasioned or hastened his ruin.

/

. Tt deserves also to be remarked—that, if we were
irdependent of any other country for bread, a greater
quantity of coin would be retained in the Colony, and
be kept in circulation.  The great scarcity of this, has
for some of the last years been complained of, and not
without reason, by all descriptions of persons, but more
particularly by those engaged in mercantile pursuits.—
‘'hese, it has greatly operated to cramp and embarrass.
The principal, indeed almost the sole cause of this scar-
city, for a considerable time, it is notorious, was the very
large sums we were continually sending to the United
States, for the purchase of flour and grain. It may even
yery reasonably be presumed, thatin some years, the
sums of money which were sent thither to procure those
articles alone, were not very far short of the annual re-
venues of the Province. The soms which have hitherto
been constantly gging out of the country,for the purchase

of barley and hops, for the use of the few breweries we
possess, have even been very counsiderable. With res~
pect o these articles, it may very justly be said, that it
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is a matter of disgrace and reproach to us, that we have
been dependent upon any foreign quarter for their sup+

ly.  There probably is scarcely a country to be found,
in which the latter article in particular. can be raised
with less difficulty, and in greater abundance than here.

Through the extencion and improvement of our
Agriculture, our husbandmen and all the inferior orders
of persons, would, also, after a short timie, be rendered
less under the power and controul of wealthy and arbi-
trary individuals. Some of these, it is well known, are
to be found in certain parts of the Province, who exer-
cise within the extensive jovisdictionsthey have prescrib-
ed and secured for themseives, the most potent, and in-
deed it mav almost be said, unlimited sway. However
extensive, the powers and authority with which they
are legally invested, yetit is obvious, that it is not upon
these, that the influence they nossess, and the dominion
they exercise are founded.  Their power arises, from
most of the perscns within their jurisdictions being deep-
ly indebted to them. 'The influence they derive from
this souree, is cxhibited in the most marked and unques-
tionable manner, on all public occasions ; their views
and desires in relation to which they have only to make
known, in order to secrve theiraccomplishment. Many
of the oppressions which are committed in the course of
the exercise of this influence can scarcely be accurately
deserihed,but they are well understood by those in whom
they are practised ; and are felt the move keenly, from
their being of those descriptions, which preclude all
hope of redress.  Jealous of any encroachment on their
power, and tenacious of their influence, these hanghty
divideals are constantiy on the watch. to cramp and
to stitic all exertion and enterprise, which would mili-
tate in the least with their own sclfish, and prejudiced
views.

I eonmtries af hut vecent szttloment, and whose
prospoisty dopeandsnponagricuiiural improvement.grenas
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-and signal inequalities as to riches and inflaence, are in
general dangerous and hurtful. The nearer an e-
quality with respect to tkese, in which men can be kept,
consistently with the preservation of all justand lawf{ul
authority, the more likely will they be, te raise the coun-
try they inhabit to a state of prosperity and abundance.

It is only through diligent and undivided attention
to their agricultural occupations, that those of our hus-
bandmen, whose lands are held under mortgage by those
wealthy and powerful individuals, or whose property of
every description is now lying at their mercy, can ex-
pect to become relieved frow their pecuniary embarrass-
ments, and to remove those obstruetions to the just ex-
ercise of their rights, which too many ofthem have weak-
ly er wantonly created.

S

It is chiefly to this valuable class of persons, that-
the warnings and exhortations contained in these pages
are addressed ; and for their benefit are they principal-
ly intended. Upon them, the eyes of all other orders at
present are turned, with anxious hopes and desires.
They, alone, possess the power of giving vigour to all
‘the sources of wealth we possess, and of exalting us to a
state of true and solid prosperity ; and through their
diligent and persevering exertions, those desirable ob-
jeots can assuredly be attained. Not only to them, but
‘to all others, the time past should more than suffice, to
have indulged in indolence, dissipation, or despondency.
1t is now time to set about proving, what unremitted
industry, economy, and prudence can be made to effect.

We are pow in a state of peace, and tranquility,
which it is to be hoped by all who wish well to the cause
of humanity, will long continue to prevail.—By none
is it more sincerely desired, than by the author of these
.observations. We &l know, however, that changes
and revolutions in the political world, very fre-
queatly on a sudden take place; and therefore, un-
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less it can be made to appear, that the principles, and
dispositions of human nature, have of late undergone a
total alteration, we may be excused for entertaining ap-
prehensions, that before the lapse of any great number
of years, the political horizon will again be overcast,and
we may be involved in the dangers, or perhaps the hor-
rors of war. Most of us, indeed, are theroughlv con-
vinced of the designs which are cherished towards us,
by a neighbouring power. If, then, the freedom and
blessings we at present enjoy, are worthy of care and re-
gard, let all, duly reflecting upon them, employ in this
the season of tranquility, their utmost exertions for ad-
vancing the colony to that «tate of strength and prosperi-
ty, through which its defence in the hour of danger may
be rendered more powerful and sure; let them strive in
their several stations to make a proper improvement of
all the advantages now in their power ; and in so doing,
they will have the most ample grounds of satisfaction
afforded them ; and will be made from happy experience,
to assent to this important and valuable truth——that
even in worldly ‘affairs, either sooner or later, duty and
interest are almost invariably found to unite.

THL END,






