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INTRODUCTION • 

.. 
THE acknowledged importance of t11e present period ie, 

the ge neral interests of this Colony, and to the hopes ami 
prospects of its future prosperity, will sufficiently justify any 
honest and well meant examination of the subjects, on which 
that prosperity must chiefly depend. So much, however, hag 
recently been written and said respecting the means to be em­
ployed for improving our situation, that some may be ready to 
concl ude, that it is altogEther unnecessary to ofrer any thing 
fyriher, either by way of warning, or instruction, but that we 
should now he left quietly to apply to eracticc, the informa­
tion already bef8re us. 

MUCH, it is true, has bee. done to rouse the latent en­
ergies of the cou ntry, wh ich it is to be hoped will be produc­
tive of beneficial and lasting effects; but, it will be found, 
that there are still several slibjects with which our welfare is 
intimately connected, which none who have been labouring to 
advance it, have closely or fully examiued ; and that some of 
the principal causes which haTe hitherto operated to retard the 
advancliment of the colouy, have not yet been made the sub­
jects of public remark". There are, also, many motives which. 
shou Id powerfully incite U5 to diligent and laudable exertion, 
-which havenol yet been pointed out and explained. 



lV JNTRODUCTIO~~ 

THOSE ('au~es nnd motives are exhibited without any Ttl: 

serve or disgui,e in the following pages. III truth, it must he 
confessed that Tery little restrnint or concealment is therein 
()b,erved, but all the subjects which are introduced art;! discuss­
ed and eXflmined with a freedom and plainness which it is con­
reived their high importance not ollly renpers perfe~tly ju,ti~ 
fiable but indispensibly required. If it should be conceived, 
that so'me of the remarks, particularly those which respect the 
prevailil'1g habits and manllers among us, are harsh or s~vere, 
let it be considered by way of check to any feelings of irrita-' 
tion 0:- di~pleasure,-whether they are just. It is quite a~ 
unworthy of him who profrsses to give to any subject a full ana 
impartial examination, to varnish 01' conceal any part of the 
1ruth which relates to it, as it is of him who desires improve­
ment, to be averse frem hearing of his faults, or to seek toclis­
guise them. Although, it is too common a remark, and is too> 
frequently ~dhered to in practire,"":'that the truth is not al­
ways to he told; yet it will Reldom lie found, that important 
qefects ill the moral co~d\lct of men, can be concealed witll 
propriety or adv~ntllge,~ . " 

IT is matter of curious observation. with what diffBrent 
feelin!{~, on different occasions, me'n will hear of their errors, 
their follies, or ,ices. They, who will listpn with the ~reat­
est pntiencl" and complacency, to the recital of them in all 
their aggravations by the preacher or the mornlist, when treat­
ed of with relation to a future state of existence, or the prin­
ciples of moral duty,,, ill feel the highest displeasure, or per­
baps indignation, at hearin!!; them melltiolled,:ls bearing upon 
political alTairs, or their views and endeavours for the improve­
nlCnt of their temporal circumsta!lre~. In the latter case, 
their worldly wisdolll is questioned and arraigne(l; of whirh. 
they. are mo~t tenacions, and too generally most highly esteem; 
h \V.III, ~?wever, be founel, that a habit of tem:porising, nnd 
1'lf dlsgulsmg and pallinting error~~ amI vices, is often no le~5 
f~t~l.in politics, and in matte:'s of worldly advantage, 'than in 
;f'liglOn ~nd morals. In all, sinceTity~ and candor, are high­
'J f,,~tntHtl, and should constantly be cherished and observed, 

.iLTHOVGH, in the follo,,.ing pages~ ~ rariety, of SUb:' 
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Ject~ are treatr.!l of, which have rl relation t" the atlrnnrement 
(li our gent'raJ welfare, it will be found, that the greatest qress 
is laid upon our Agricultural interest. This, indeed, i~ held 
forth a5 the one, through w hleh alone, we can exp~ct to -nttain 
to a ~tate (If prosperity aWl ahunlhncc. It is kept in view 
1hroug!1Ollt all that is admnced; from an attentive considera­
tion of the neglect, with which among us, it,unhappily,so long 
La, been treated, these observations first were suggested; and 
it is from a sincere and zealous desire, to afford even his slen­
der :Fsistance to the exertions of the- many enlightened and 
patriotic individuals who arc now labouring to advance this 
c<sential source of our prosperity, that the author of them hai 
heen prompted to giTe them publicity. H his humble endea. 
:ours shall contriuute in the slightest degree, towards accom­
plishing this most desirable object; if they shall serve in the 
least to animate and encourage the industrious to still greater 
(;xertion, to warn the incautious, and improvident, or to rouse 
the indolent and desponding to laudable action, he will ac­
count himself amply rewarded, aOlI will greatly rejoice. 

IT ~ill be Runicienlly 3pparent on perusing the following 
remarks, that the writer ill making them public, has not sought 
to derive any private gratification, from the expression of po­
pular f)pinion. The free and uodisgui~erl manner in which 
they nrp maoe, \\"ould alone forbirl ll llY hope of obtaining that 
kineI of reward. Jf such had been his object, he is sufficient. 
ly acqu~inted with the state of public feeling, and the view~ 
and prejudicr, of d~fT~rent parties and orders of persons a­
mong U~, to hflve mnde his remarks upon the subjects he has 
treated of, of that nature and character, and to haTe given to 
them that tone anel bias, in favour of a powerful party, which 
1H1l1ld have gained to them warm though unmeriterl ilpplause ; 
<lnll have sepHed to him the full gratincation of auy feeling of 
vanity'he might have been inclined to induJ;ge. Such a course, 
bowever, hi~ rcg'lfd for the cause of truth, and sincerity. and 
for the firm cOllvictions of his mind wOlllrl not al~o w hi ... te 
,dopt. 

$ tTCH as they are, tkey are given to tJle public, with litHe 
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~nxiety with regard to commend:ltion or applrlllsc; btlt with 
a sincere desire for the accomplishment of the ck,il'able ob­
jects they are dc,iglled to assist in promoting. Of the differ­
ent receptiolls, with which according to the different feelings, 
and views of i!:':ividuals, they will meet, the a.uthor of them i!l 
fully aware. They will, very probably, be read by a number, 
will be coudemned aed rejected by some, be slighted alld di~­
regarded by Gthers, and ily a few candid Ilnd l!beral minds, 
may be received with indulgence and fa,t ur. The approbi­
tioll of bnt one of the latter, independent of every other con­
~idcratio:l, will eT'able him to slight all th,~ sneers, the cadIs, 
or the Jesentmenls of the ignorant, or pnj'ldiced. He is "a­
tisfied, however, that their usefulness, will by 110 means de­
pelld UpOll the prevailing temper with which they may at first 
be H""i'ed. Many are (ltknded with aclmol'lition at the time 
it is given, and with him who bestows it, who, yet, will trea­
jure it up, and quietly apply it for the correction and guidanc~ 
Elf their future behavisar. 

IT may aot he deemrr~ improper to observe, tbat they have 
IH'en written under many iilterrupticn~, and in the midst (,f 
the most active el'g~gemel1t;:. These circumstances, may 
~t'fve as an apology for any inacctlra('it's in stj k, or defects in 
the arrangf-ment of purts. They are given ill theform in which 
they Grst occurrer\ to the writer, and if the<- art' calculated to 
efl'e'ct any good, it m~ly a~ well be accompli'hed under that, 
a, if they Ilere ,,"lilten i" ft perfect conformity ".ilh all the 
TlIles, which the most rigid logician or critic would prescribe. 

AS to the ob""I:llinl1s themselver., it Ifould be as '-ain 
:and I"~ (Ie" a, it i·, far !flllll l'C'illg;" tellel,,;], to Oller any thing 
hi way or :l1">',j,,::y for lh" frc'!" and poillled manlier in which 
t;)(') :>r.~ 'Y,:':\", Tl." o;lilliol" (hf'Y contain, are too decidedly 
tll"~'" II Il:o~ all:lt~_{, alld tl:c "cLjpc(, 00 which tllPy are deliv­
('n .1, ~ ;'C' ,f t· .. ' ~l ( : ( i ;-" i:('r[~ nr-e,to (:":,ire or expect any other, 
11"", \', i:;[ i, I'J iw L,ul:,l ill th·ir chal~rter for trulh and cor-
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,VITH respect to the writer, very little, if any thing, i~ 
requisite to be offered. A variety of reasons, many of ',dlicll 
will he sufficiently obvious, ha.ve illduced ILiul to refrain from 
suhmittiug hisnamc. It certainly, hllwever, is not necessary, 
in order to the remark> effectin:; any good, that this should b~ 
known. Let it suiliee to sa}", by way of restraining the form. 
ation of an opinion, that they hal'e been written from unfrien". 
Iy, or unwortby rnotives,that he is olle,who Vas born,and has 
been brought up within theProvince,wito is held to it by ties of 
the most indi,soluble and powerful dl',cl'iption, who is deeply 
interested in its prosperity, and anxiously desirous to promote 
H,-and lastly, olle who is sinecrcly attached to the mild and 
equitable government under w!~ich he este~ms it his happiness 
to be placed; and who would be ready 011 all occasions, to 
{;ontribute his utmost endeavours to defeud and ill'::serve it. 

FEBRUARY, 181~. 





A P.ATRIOTIC CALL, &c. 

THERE is no wisdom employed about human af­
fairs, equal to that which is exercised, in foreseeing and 
endeavouring to prevent, any threatened or itnpending 
evil. Every man not wholly deaf to the voice of reason, 
or blinJed by his passions, who ha~ experienced any 
kind of loss or affliction, from pursuing a vicious or im­
proper course of conduct, will hasten to abandon it; but 
it is the part ofa truly wise man, to deliberate upon eve­
rv important ster he is about to take, where\"er he can 
see danger likely to ~rise, to strive to avert it, and to en­
deavour on all occasions, so to regulate his conduct as 
to secure his happiness and sately. 

Similar observations may be applied to the conduct. 
0" States. A succession of reverses and disasters, owing' 
to iTlpolitic measures, will generally afford admonition 
and teach wisdom to these, and unless they are wholly 
corrupted, will lead them to alter or reform their policy. 
Instances may evet;t be produced, of countries through an 
alteration of political measures, passing from the very 
verge of ruin, to the greatest prosperity. It is hap­
py when the change is not adopted tOllate. Those States 
however, who are truly enlightened, will strive to fore­
see and to guard against danger, and will more frequent­
ly be employed in adopting- and pursuing plans, to ad­
vance their prosperity, and ensure their independence 
and safety, than in bealin&, breaches, or repairing mii-
4Oarr\agei. 



If tIle desio-f1 of social establishment5, be till'" happio 
aess of their llIe~bers, it is the duty of e~'e .. 'y indi"iJual, 
to contribute all in his power towards tile accompli;)I. 
rnent of this object, in the community to which he be­
longs; but the obligation is .more particularly impo;;ed 
upon those, who occupy statIOns of trust and ~lItborlty, 
and to whose ~uarJianship the welfare of their countlX 
is confided. It i., i'\cumbent Up'Hl these to f..how by their 
conduct, that ill striving after those situatioll8, they are 
actuated by other motivee, than the d(,.ire of gratilying 
a weak and paltry ambition, or effecting- any arbitrary 
or selfish desif?,"n. 'fh" eillulation; an;1 com:"'l iliolls which 
subsist among men of integ-rity with relation to public 
affairs, whea conti ned within proper houllds, are it i" 
true ~enerally prouucti,'p of good and should nevel' be 
wholiy suppres!'cd. By ~enillg as guarus llqon each 
others conduct, they tend to prevent or rdara tIle pro. 
gress of corruptioll, a;1d to pre,;erve the freedo'!1 of the 
titale. It is that miserable temper ofmilld alolJe that is 
deserving of Jele~tation and cOlltempt, II hich refers ere. 
ry thing to itself, and which wilt Hlcriliee the be,~t inter. 
esls of a coulltry, in order to eifect its own pitiLli ,.,chEmes 
of aggl'and il.:cment or profit, The perfection of a char. 
aeter considered with reference to society, cunsists in 
maldng the ~ .. ,;d of the whole the main and ruiili!!, prin­
ciple, and i.,; ~dl~;ci~i1tlr rarc to IIIprit wll!'rt'\l?r it j,; I'Hlllel 
the utOlo~t respect, admiration and applaus,:,. 

The love of cOlin try has ever been csiee-,Il"! a ',~(:nd 
and valuable prmciple. It i, geileral:y :,IUlld associated 
with the hest feelings and affections ()( (lie human heart 
in the ?ifferent oth~r rela.lions of Ii'e, 3Ed i:, thatqwilit.~ 
for whIch the mo~t tlltlstrtou~ characL::r3 iiI all ilges aud 
countries ha,'e been chiefly distinguished . 

• Of this feeling, so uigniiyinO' to humanity the 
most extensive proie!>sions have'in ~m(}dern times 'been 
made by t~ose. who h~d the s.lighte::;t claims to the prai:5e 
of po"ses:~j)ng. It, al~d m particular by a people who have 
sh.pw? by the~l' a~tlOns, that they are the least acquailltetl 
\1'1 :th Itsienumellltluence. Thcirnul1lberle~:i usurpatiolli 



and ag~ressioni;, have ,;;ufficiently disco~ered, that in theM 
i.he pretended love of country, was nothing else than an 
insatiable lust of dominion and power, and ofenrichillg" 
and adornin~' their own nation with the plunder and the 
spoils of others. Thpy who possess this feeling in it:; 
purit.Y, will consider its culti\'atiol1 as a duty, and in ex· 
ercising it consi~tently with the general laws of human­
it.v, will experience one of the highest enjoyments of 
which their nature is capable. While they will ever be 
read)' to stand f.n·ward in defence of the independence of 
their own country, and to ~acrificeevery personal consid~ 
eration to preserve it from fort:'i,gn or domestic usurpa­
tions or encroacbmt'nts, tbey will respl:;ct this feeling in 
others, and will ab~taill from tresspassing on their rights. 

Althoug'h it might be supposed t11at this principl~ 
would pre\uil to lhe greatest extent, amo~g those who 
were the most highly polished and refined in mannerg 
and in art8, a'ld who had experienced all the advantagf'~ 
and enjoymenf~ ofa hig'lIly civilized state of society, yet 
snch haf; \lot alwflYs been the case. On the contrary, it 
may be found upon inquiry, such are the inconsistencies 
of human nature, thflt it has been more forcible and pre­
vailing- in n~tions which may be cons;idered as compara­
tively barbarous and rude. 

This w ill appear upon investigation, to be owing 
in a great measure to circllmstOlllces, which in the pro­
I!;ress of a people toward" high degrees of refinement in 
social life, call into operation some of the most powerful 
dispositions of the human mind. 

In the earlier a~es of society, the wants cflife ar~ 
but few and are readily !;upplied, and there is scarcely 
any room tor tho'ie distinctions which arise from an ex­
ten"ive possession o( the advantages of equipage or for­
tune, but all sllperiority is made to depend upon the per­
!;on,al charactl:'r. In snch a state of society, the individ­
ual in order to become illustrious or eminent, must pos­
sess a superior degree of intrepidity, wisdom, and forti-



tude a contempt of selfish considerations, and the 0 tlIer 
qualities ofa vi"'orous and cultivated spirit. He must 
seek his distinction in the ex<:'rcise of those talenl!",which 
determine the actions and delibpralions of men in a col· 
lecti,'e body : he must find it in the camp, or the coun­
cils of his country. The exert i,;10 of those superior qual. 
ilies, in pursuit (~fthis distinction, while it affords a. pri. 
vate gratification ofthe most exqui"ite nature, cherish£'5 
a love ufcollntry, and a z&al for the public welfare, oftea 
productive of the most happy effects. 

In more advanced peri,)!I.; of ci~ il esta!)l;~hmf'flt!-;,the 
nature of commerci;ll pursuits, i,~ in gener,ll adverse to 
thi,; attachnlent and zeal, and tends to confine all aw~i('­
ty and solicitude, to the care ofthr~ inJi"idual interest. 
On the possession of the wealth and luxilrics which the:~e 
introduce, a ,"jc;tinction is founded, in the eagerness tn 
obtain which, with the enjo'yments t11P.y bring, nearly aIL 
other cOllsid"rat iuns are ovcrlookl~d or fo\ gotten. The 
calculation" of private profit and lo,,~, are substituted for 
a zpal for the public g-oocl, and they who are employed 
behind the counter, or ahsorbed in the paltry schemes 
and speculations cfhar!er, come to he ranked with those 
whl) bear an il:lport"nt polI't in the direction of public 
:lfhirs, and who po~sess talents which fit them for pre­
Benill~ the freedom ofa countn, or su.:tainin!:, it,; perish­
in!?,' f'Htunec;. (TildeI' the prevailin~' in!luence of a com­
mercial spirit, illdividnals oftlte f:ame countt'Y become to 
each other objects of envv, distrlt~t or a\-ersion,and thug, 
such are the imperfections of human nature, some of the 
principal adv'antag-es promised by a state of society, are 
made in the pursuit and enjoy ment, to weaken an'd des­
troy its bonds. 

The .feelings of the mind are generally in a great 
JlJe<l'iure lllf!uenced and determim·d, by the natnre and 
h~hjts (!fthe occnpation or employment which thG indi­
l'loual., engaged in pursuing, In those of an illiberal 
clf'''(':'f~lion, and which have no tendency to excite, an d 
fmitl-Ii no occasions for exercising- the most eJevated and 
ma!>,(1nimous fpmlitic,;, these will but seldom be foulld 



to predominate. Hence, tnerf@re, it is not to be expect­
eu that the~ who are solel.y intent upon the acquisition 
of gain, and the h:lbits of whose callin~ almost prechlrte 
an attention to an.y other o~ject, should feel any great 
expansion of minu towards the society at large, or be 
very solicitous for promoting its welfare. 

!fmen, however, are not to be induced to cherish a 
love of country, and a re~ard for the good of their fellow 
citizens, from considerations of duty, it may be shewn 
that they olli{ht freqllently to do so, if they would wish 
to be consi"tent in their views toselfinterest. 'filey who 
live under wise and happy i'Jstems of governIJ1f'n't, and 
whose rights and liherties are properly secured to them, 
are doubtless jl;~~re~ted in the preservaticn of tlll'se ad· 
vantages, ar.J i., cr,!,~r to secure a continuance ot'them, 
may wilh great prudence and propriety, even make some 
~l.!crjfices of temporary convenience or profit. 

Of all people who may be said to haye had those in­
ducements, to nourish that attacl:ment and re~af(l, sure:' 
ly none ever possessed them more extensively, than they 
do, who may boast of being the subjects of Great.Britain, 
and who enjoy the blesP'ings of her happy constitution. 
Under that constitution, not onl~l the natural and politi­
cal rights of indidduals are rTprtnally guarded and se­
cured, but what is of more importance to its preservation, 
even piet,y and moral virtue arc made objects of state -
Its superior excellellce enabled that magnanimous coun­
try, during- the long and sanguinary strug-gle in which 
she was recently engaged, to maintain her own political 
freedom, and powerfully to contribute to restore that of 
a great portion of the civilized world. 

To most of her Colonies, bas she imparted her free 
and happy laws and institutions, and in- none are they 
more extensively enjoyed, tba'l in the highly favoured 
one we inhabit. No only so, but this colony has ever 
rpceivcd a distingnished portion of her fostering- care and 
protection. "Vhile our fellow subjects of tbe United 



Kingdom, were enoUl'ing; the heaviest taxes and bflrthens 
in support of a strugg-l13 for their very existence as a free 
anJ inJependent people, this Province was not called 
upon to make any 5acrince or contributi{ln whatever for 
their assistallce. The officers of govern me,' It here, were 
still paid and supported a'i they h:1d ever lH'fore been,our 
coast and commerce were carefully guarded, and the ex­
tensive establi,.dtnlents kept up for our protection, instead 
of being at all bu rdensome, greatly contributed to our 
wealth and prosperity. To all ollr representations and 
requests, the Olo"t ready has ever been paid, and reg-u]a­
tions have been frolll time to tillle established, and re­
~trictions remo"Veo, for the purpose ofJielding us advan­
tages in commercial alld other re;;pect,.;. H ere, a free­
dom and toleration in religious matters, IAe free and un­
restrained pursuit of difiercnt occupations and employ­
ments, and many other privii(>gcl': are enjoyed, which are 
unlmown even to Ollr fellow subjects in the parent state. 

A con"iJeration of these ad,'anlap:eH,should cet·tainly 
operate to stretlgthen one attachment to the g-ove.-nmcnt 
under which they are enjoyed, aud should stimulate our 
~xertion:; to preserve and improve them. 

These exertions, a very sll!!,'/;( reflection will show 
lIS, a:e at presell.t parl.i~ IIlar!}' req ui~i teo It has. long be'c'n 
the tavonte deslg'l'l ot tne g'(" er:. :nell t of the Un, tt:dStatt's, 
to obtain posRessiotl of t 1w British Colonies in North 
America. Thi,; Ira.", ~;ulliciently C\i,clo'ied in the course 
of the late war with tLat countrY, iC ,lilY doub:" before 
r~mained on.the su~ject. At the very commencement 
or that war, It was openly avowerl and the immediate 
and cOlltinued exertions of that g-;"ernlllent were em­
pluyd to efi~~ct it. J\ lthoug'h foiled in the att~mpts then 
"laGe, its de~i~n coni illues the same, and many of' jls re­
rei'lt commercial regul~tions, are e'identl'y Intended so 
to weaken th~se Co~ollJes and retard their prosperity, 

., tbat on ~ome tuture lti\orable. occasion, they may become 
Ol flIere easy prey. 

In ttlis pursuit, it appeal''; to he urged f0rwarJ, not 
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nlOrc by a disposition toextend the bounds of its tel'fitor}" 
"Which has recently led it to commit several flagrant ag­
gression~ and encroachments, than by a sense of the ad­
vantages their possession wonld bring, combined with a 
hostile spirit towards Great Britain. This hostilil'y may 
be attributed to a variety of canses. It appears highly 
probable, that a remaining sense of the injuries and pr'.)­
vocations committed and received during the revolution­
ary wal',is one, but the most obvious and forcible, are a 
jealousy of the naval power and superiority of Great­
Britain, an envy of her extensive commerce, ofner glory, 
wealth, and greatness,and a desire to aggrandize and ex­
Itlt itself by weakening and reducing these •. 

It is with nations as with indhiduals, a similarity of 
views and pursuits gener~lly produces emulations, .lea­
lou~ieil, and strife. 'lL'his was never more fully exempli­
fied than in the case of the two countries, 

Great-Britain has f6r a length of time past been tbe 
first naval power in the world. From her insular situa­
tion she has been led since a very early period of her 
history, to seek a superiority on the ocean, and to the 
possession of it, has frequently been indebte61 for preser­
vation from threutcned invasion, and for a continuance 
of the freedom, and many other ~)lessings she enjoyso'­
By the most daring enterprise, and unparalleled bravery 
and devotedness, this ascendency has in modern times 
been completely attained, and although she bas been 
charged with arrogance in its exercise, it may very fairlv 
be doubted, ifit would be used by any otber power with 
equal magnanimity and regard to justice. Throl1,g'h this 
lIuperiority was she enabled in the midst of war, to pro. 
secute her commerce to the remotest reg'ions oftlle ,rlobe 
and to rna ke it even then the most flourishing a071 suc~ 
cessful; and what oughtat once to silence all reproaches, 
through this was she enabled to convey her indncible 
troops to assist in the \J'Verthrow of tyranny and u"~lrpa­
tion, and in resv)ring the rights and independence ofop­
pressed and subjugated nations, 

'.~ 



Through a spirit of enterprise and in,dustry" Great­
Britain has al~o ri"en to the greatest emlllence In com­
mercial pursuits. Out of these a powerful and well -re­
gulated system has there grown up, possessing. the first 
influence and cOllsideration in the State. Their exten­
sive prosecution bas realized however, what is not to be 
desired in the histnir ot a ('olin try ; while the nation was 
daily plunging deeper in debt,inclividuuls were rolling in 
luxury, and c~uld dazzle and astonish with their wealth 
and magnificence. 

Descended from the same stock, though not posses­
~ing equal inducements from situation, the people of the 
United Statf's, and particularly thm,e of the Northern 
part of the C nion, are labouring to establish their wealth 
and grf'atness on the same toundations. Aware of the 
reriprocal assi~tance and support which C:Hnmerce and 
a Navy alford, they Jlave of late been \'erv attentive to 
hoth, but particularly to the exter:sion or the htter, the 
Jate war ha,ing sufficiently discovered to them, that in 
,the evt!nt of any future contest wi.th Great-Britain, \~ ith­
out a formiclable Savy to protect their Commerce, the 
~anw r3 11' IIH t bci:d it whidl it then experienced. Hflpte 
the)' l,;t\"e I;U',} "limulatcci to the very great exertions 
they haH~ recently made for the increase of the former. 
Their late commercial regulations and restrictions are 
poillted to this object, by Ileing intended to retard tile 
prm:perity of theRP colollies, so that the~ may hereafter 
acquire their pos,.;pssion, and tilerehy we::diclI the naval 
po,rer ofGrf'<Jt-tlrilain, and secure more extensive means 
and resources for the increase and establishlllen t of thei r 
OWII. 

It is ea"y indeed to foresee the injuries which would 
rf'~ult to Great-Britain from their 10";8 and the advan­
t;:~~l'S tl~e United ~tale~ \, ould derive fr~m secnring their 
pLly.eS~lOn . 

From the tisheries on the coasts and shore" of some 
gfthelll, the British possestiions in the West lndie~ are 
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chiefly supplied with an article of extensive and almost 
indispensable use there, and also with lumber ofvariou!l 
descriptions, togtthet' with a variety of other articles the 
most essential to their prosperity. Deprived of these 
sources of supply, and Great-Britain being unable from 
l1ny other quarter of her own, to furnish to a sufficient 
extent, the commodities they require, which were fur­
nished from hence, the most distressing and mischievous 
effects would there be quickly experienced. A resort 
elsew here would of necessity be required, t(. procure that 
supply which would then become precarious and uncer­
tain; and thus, one of the principal sources of the wealth 
and power of the British Empire would be greatly redu­
ced, even if those possessions could with difficulty he re­
tained. The loss of these Colonies would also be se­
verely felt, as respects the trade and intercourse which 
is carried on between them and the different parts orthe 
Empire itself. They afford an extemive market for a 
great variety (If manufactures, the produce of its indus­
try, for those commodities which are drawn from its o­
ther possessions, and for many which are the returns of 
its foreign commercial intercoun.;e. This to a country 
dependiug so ~reatly upon Commerce and Manufactures, 
and whose population is 50 extensive and a great portion 
of it with difficulty supported, is of the most vital im­
portance. 

From these Colonies also Great Britain is supplied with 
a number of articles of their growth and produce, parti­
cularly with timber, in the conveyance of which such a 
very g-reat number of British Vessels are annually em­
ployed. The interest of the owners of the;;e, who form 
so numerous and important a class of persons, would be 
deeply affected, and many of them i11deed would be total­
ly ruined, by the loss of the extensive carriage they now 
possess between th~seColonies and the different parts of 
the Empire, and between them and other places. As 
Newfoundland ii in a great measure dependent upon 

B 
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the8e otherCoionies, for many articles or the fil"st nec~s4 
sity the.re, if Ct~t off' h',om the intel'course w,ith them, that 
possessIOn whIch affords such an e~teDS!Ve. source of 
trade, would quic\dy go to d.ecay. Even If It could ~e 
retained it would scarcely yudd an adequate return tor 
the diffidulty and expence of the support it then would 
require. ~uch al'e 80me..,of the n~os.t impor~ant injuries 
which would result to Great~BrItatn from the loss of 
these Colonies, and it would be easy to enumerate many 
others, which would operate to reduce her naval power, 
and deeply to woun,1 her i:J many other respects. 

In greater proportion even than these would be felt 
by Great-Britain, would be the advantages the United 
States would derive from their pos5ession. On no part 
of the coasts of that country are there such extensive 
and excellent fishing grounds, as line great part of the 
shores of these Colonies and the coast of Labrador. It 
i.; chiefly on accoullt of these that the United States are 
so intent upon obtaining these Colonies. Secure in their 
posses;;ion, the.y would be enabled to carryon more con~ 
veniently, an(1 h;' yery great extent, those fisheries 
which they now :}r,',,~cute by an invasion of right, and 
e(H1~eqlH>ntly UpOll ,l more limited ~cale, frolll some ap­
prehen"ion of con~clluences, as well as under several 0-

th£'r di~advantage3. That excellent nursery for their 
seamen would be increased, Hnd all the otbel' sources of 
their naval power, greatly enlarged and impro\'ed. 
Even if no part of the British pos!lessions in the West~ 
Indies should in consequence fall into their hands, they 
would ~ecure to them~ehe8 the greatest advantages, b.y 
the s~pply ofrnany articles tbe ~Towth and produce 01 
their present territory, and of these Colonies, which 
Great-Britain would almost of necpssity be obli'Ted to 
resort to them to obtain; and by that ~pen inter;ourse 
between them and those possessions, which they would 
110t fail to require, and which then CQuid scarely be de. 
lIi~d them .Their trade indeed in every oirection would 
-~ g-reatly Iflcr~llied, and they would have it in their 
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power to establish a preference and f>uperiority in for­
<:ign markets over the British, in the sale of the jmpor~ 
tant article of fish, by the immense quantities which they 
would be enabled to export. Not onl." so, but what 
would be still more galling and injuriou~, they would 
very probably do the same in the sale ofthose very com~ 
FlIIodities which are the Pl'oeluce of our West-India pos­
sessions, and which doubtless they would then hR\'e it 
in their power to obtain from thence to a very great 
extent. 

There are also many natural advantages which 
these colonies possess independent of the 1isheries,which 
are objects of desire to the Americans, in particular the 
ex tensive mines of coal,and the great quantities of Plais­
ter of Paris which are contained within some of them. 
The latter article indeed is of almost indispensible use 
in the cultivation ofllle soil in many parts of their terri­
t0ry ; where with that as a manure it is rendered aston­
ishingly productive, while in some places without its in­
vigorating aid, the ground would scarcely yield suffici­
ently, to make it worth the tillage. Jt has indeed been 
declared by farmers in some parts of the State of New~ 
York, fhat it is of such great importance in the culti\la. 
tion of their landR, that they could even afford to go to 
the extent of twenty pounds per ton in its purchase, in 
the ports of that State. 

The export of this article, which under wise and 
prudent regulations, strictly enforced and persisted in, 
would have been a source'of wealth and prosperity to 
this Province, through impolitic regulations at one time, 
and a laxity and want of firmness in the enforcement of 
others, together with a lamentable defect of public vir~ 
tue at all times, in our own people who were employed 
in conveying and disposing- of it to the Americans, has 
only tended to empoverish and otherwise injure us. 
h h~.s been asserted by several, who are wellac.quainted 



with the trade in th is article which has been carrIod 0 

to the American boundaries, ancl who have long been er 
gag-ed in its prosecution, that the pric~ obtained for 
there, has very frequently been one wlllch has fallen fa 
short of replacing its first cost, and the expense of its cal 
riage ; and that to many upon an aye rage, for se\en 
seasons together, it has been such, as licarcely to affor 
them"e\"en a precarious subsi"tence. \Vhea the plac( 
to which it has i)een carried, on, and the manner of i! 
proseclJti'ln are cor,sidered nothing better could res om 
bly be expected to ensue. Many of thosp who were err 
ployed in cOll\oeyin!!; it to the boundarie~, were persor 
who were Ilot in circumstal1ce~ to enable them to wai 
till they could obtain a good price for it, in case it har 
pened to he very low at the time of their arrival, or t 
deposit it there lor that purpose and return; but wer 
under the necessity of disposing of it immeJiately to .A 
merican agents, for whatever price they were willing 1 
allow them, haying frequently to pay seamen'i; wages an 
other expenees of its cal'riage immediately out of the f( 
turn~ o!'the sale, and having obtained it on credit, to pa 
the ow ner of tbf' quarry the first cost of it on their retun 

I t was not hOWen'i" on the s:-de 0f the article the 
they looked for a profit; but from the commodities whic 
they were obliged to accept ill exchangf', and it was hel 
the c1lief mischief,; were found. Many of these Comm( 
ditic~ were at the ct)ntraband description, and such 0Te; 
quantities of these were annually broll~ht into the l)r( 
'tinee, throllgh the medium of this trarie, that the publ: 
revenues were con:-;tantly kept milch lower by a laro'e« 
mount, than thev otherwise would have heen. Not~nl 
so, butthe conscielltious and tllwiO'ht trader who vend{ Ie> , 

no articles but those on which the regular dllties h~ 
been H>cur~d,. ,,:as thereby seriously inJured; and IVor! 
than all, thiS IlliCit traffic powerfully tended as all ofth; 
doccription invariably clOt'S, to corrupt and destroy tl 
,\ ',,;.0 moral system in those who were ewraO'ed in it~ prl 

o 0 I 0 ~ 0 • 
~'.O~:jiiOn, ~li;li to SIC" rf t lOse tIeS of allegiance and attacl 
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ment which are the main supports of the government of 
a country. 

With the exception oftlle owners of the quarries,who 
might receive a temporary profit from the trade, scarcely 
any among us who were concerned in its prosecution 
could be said to be benefitted by it. 00 the contrar,Y, 
we were draining our very vitals, to secure to the people 
ofthe United States those advantages of which we our­
selves stood so greatly in need. To them indeed, very 
extensive profits resulted from the trade; by the carriage 
of the article to the ports in their territory where it was 
disposed of for ccmsumption; and to the consumer, who 
procured an article so ~Teatlf required, at a lower price 
through that medium, than he could have obtained it at 
through any otber. 

These remarks are meant to apply to the trade in 
this art ide which was carried on with the people of the 
V nited ~tates, previous to the late war with that coun­
try, and for somp time after its conclusion. As the re­
strictions however which were for some time upon it, 
no longer exist, and it is again w holly pursued through 
the same destructive and poisonous course, it is believed 
that the same observations will at present apply to it. 

To a person of t;iC slightest reflection, it must sure­
ly argue great political blindness, or an uncommon want 
of prudence and economy inacountry,which possesses an 
article so readily and cheaply prepared for market as the 
one of which we have been speaking, and for which there 
is an extensive demand in an adjoining country, to per­
mit the trade in it to run constantly in that channel, in 
which all the advantage is derived to the latter. 

It might here seem ill some mea!'lure appropriate tc 



the desifTll of the observations contained \n thse slleet:!, 
to pointout some regulations which might headopted,to 
render the export of this article, lucrative and beneficial 
to the Province. An attempt to that effect would accor-
6Iin<rly he made, if it were not conceived, that a continu­
anc~ of the recent restrictions imposed by the American 
~overnment, rela,tive to a trade with these Colonies; 01' 

the event of another war with that country, (which fro~ 
the hostile di15position it continually displays towards 
Great-Britain, it is seriously to be apprehended will take 
place before long),will either of them very much reduce~ 
if not wholly pUl a stop to this pernicions and unprofita­
ble traffic. An endeavour will be made in some subse­
quent pages, to show to how much better purpose, than 
in any trade whatever in this article, the labour of the 
Province could at present be emplvJed, in Agricultural 
pursuits, and in the improveme~lt of the many natural 
advantag~s it possesses. 

These advantages, notwithstanding the assertion. 
which have been made of the unfruitfulnes~ of its soil in 
general,a.nd of the existence ofa variety of circumstances, 
which will ever operate to prevent our rising to an opu­
lent and prosperous condition, will be found upon a can­
~id and unprejudiced investigation, to be Ilumerous and 
Important. 

The fisheries of different d~scriptions, to the condUCe 
ting of which such facilities present themselves on every 
part of ollr ('oasts, even under present circumstances 
contribute to our advantage io a very considerable rle~' 
gre.e: anr.l with a p~ol?el".attention to those obj€ct~, with 
which thplr .success IS lOtIm~tely contlected, and in parti­
"~11ar to agrIculture, thpy mIght be made one of the prin­
(ll~al sources of ollr wealth anJ general prosperity. It is 
chiefly th.rough these,we are enabled to procure from the. 
W~stlll(hesall ampl~and regu];]. f;upply of those article!', 
W.hlCh .a~e now conSIdered as making part of the necessa. 
\ .\e~ nt lIfe ; a,~d Oil tlH.'se we must e,,:er in a great IP ea, 0. 



a.u!'e depend, for the prosecution of our commercial pur n 

IUlts, 

The number and excellence of the harbours of this; 
Province, are also to be considered as greatly to its ad­
vantage; particularly as respects the prosecution of the 
fisheries in the several modes in which they are carried 
on; and by the safety and convenience, with which the 
coasting trade is in consequence conducted. Many of 
them are of a description which will afford security to 
vessels of almost every burthen; and are well situated 
(or the prosecution of an exteniiive foreign trade. 

In almost every part of the Province,great quantitiel 
oflime stone are found ~ in several places quarries offree 
stone of an excellent description, as some of our buildings 
will testify; and the extensive Mines of Coal in the eas· 
tem quarter of it, are certainly to be considered a most 
yalua~le treaS~lre, 

These latter, will doubtless in course of time give 
rise to a trade, which will be carried on not only to dif­
ferent parts of the Province, but the other quarterl", and 
contribute in no trifling degree to advance our prosper­
ity. This article, is indeed almost the only one furnish­
ed among ourselves, the supply of which to the people 
of the United States, through the trade we pursue with 
them at present, is conceived to be. much for our gener­
al advantage. Although such a portion of our labour, 
could not at present be very well spared from other em­
ployments, as would be sufficient for a ,'ery extensive 
working of these Mines, yet sucb an increase of the la­
bouring class, it is trusted will be found before long, and 
iuch a reduction in the price of laboUl' will take place, 
that we shall be able, greatly to extend aad improve not 
only this, but every other source of advanta~c we POi-

"~il. 
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Our climate it must surely be conceded is a very 
healthy one' and althouO'h the season of vegetation is 
not of very l~ng continwl~lce, it ,,,ill be found, that it is 
superior in several re"l~ects, to.thatofa number o!coun­
tries which throtlO'h skdl and mdustry have carried ag­
ricult ural pursuitst? the greatest pe~tecti,on. Only the two 
essentials just mentIOned are wanting, 111 or~er that the 
same may be accomplished here, The sC,antllless of our 
crops which at times has been ,found, and mdeed sOlUe of 
the total failures of them willch have taken place, may 
very justly be attributed, as much, if not, more, to. 
the neO'lect of making a proper u~e of the earlIest part ot 
the se~son of vegetation, as to the shortness of its dura­
tion, or any other calise. In many parts of the Province, 
the attention of one set of hu;;bandmen has been sogreat­
ly directed to other pursuit~, durin~ almost every part of 
the year, that they hav~ neglected at tue proper period, 
to place theil' gTollnds in that state of preparation, which 
would enable them to put ill their seeds, as carly as skill 
and experience in their occllpa~;oll would rt"quire. B)' 
reasoll of such neglect, they ha n' often been employed 
in makin~: a hnrried and defective preparation of the soil~ 
at a tifnc Vih(':l tbe seed should be in its bosom, 01" ri;;in~' 
above it. 'l'>~ conseqllence has l'I'Cq~!"lltJy been, that an 
unkindly fr 0:-; t in the autllfllll ha:'i ui~<lFPointed their 
hopes, and rendered all Cleil' Jaboul''' lllJav;iilio!!", by des­
troying in the course ofa vcry few bOllI'- nearly all thof.e 
fruits of their fiel,J~, which i;'their sC'ed" had been sowed 
sUilicientJy early, would then han' been secured from it,; 
power. A not her class, tl1ro ugh extreme II nsidll fu Incs, 
in husbandry, have fi>ullered their doubts and their fears 
n~o,ut sowing their seed at too early a period, to cause a 
51mtiar ?elay, ,whereby tlH'Y hav~ been made to experi­
ence a like unnapp.v result of their labours. In proof of 
what has here been ad,'anced, may be mentioned what is 
welllmown to ha\8 been ortell the case that of 'farmers 
residing.in the same, ~ettl,ement.or Dei~hbourhood, they 
'~ho haylllg bee~ skilled III their Occupfition, and atten­
tire to ItS pursuit, have Sown their o-rain as early as the 
'>ea::;on would at all permit, have re~ped a plentiful har-
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vest; while they who have delayed to put it in until a 
later period, have been .left to bewail the re\'erse. More 
particular observations will hereafter be made, relative 
to the Gauses of a delay so fatally injurious, and of the 

, little attention which har. been hitherto bestowed among 
uSo to the acquisition and improvement of skill in agri­
cultural pursuits. 

Pursuing sfill fut·ther our inquiry into the natural 
advantages posses!\ed by tbis Province, the great quanti­
ty of timber it contains of the most useful and valuable 
descriptions, must certainly be mentioned as one of the 
most important among them. This article has indeed 
for many years past been exported to a very great ex­
tent, with what degree of advantage to the Colony in 
general, is not however so eaiilY to determine, very dif­
ferent opinions being entertained on the subject. T!J.e 
exporting merchants can speak best respecting the pro­
fits of this trade, as it has been found upon an attentive 
observation, that except them, few who have had any 
thing to do with it have in the end improved their cir-
cumstances. -

With respect to the soil of the ProviDce, it will in 
general be found by the skilful and industrious farmer, 
of a description which cannot afford him any reasonable 
cause for complaillt. Much has of Jate been very justly 
raid in its favour,by a writer in one of our weekly papE}ts, 
who has gone through such a course of scientific andju­
dicious observations upon Agricultural subjects, and set 
forth such urgent and powerful arguments to induce a 
closer attention to them here, as have fully entitled him 
to the grateful acknowledgements of every wen wisher 
to the country. 

Without attempting a chemical analysis or ex pIa­
aation orthe nature and propertiea of thole in:redieotll 

.; 
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which are employed in nourishing and bringing to ';1111. 
turity, the several prod uds of the ea~th ~ and end.ea.vour­
in~ to show to what ex tent the.y eXist m the soil In the 
different parts of the Province, it may safel) be affirmed 
from facts and experience which enable the mostYliter­
ate to jlldge, that in several places, fOl' the raIsing of 
grain of various descriptiolls, and of those vegetables 
which are most commonly required for the use of man, 
it is fully equal to that of most coun!ries in t~e worJd.­
It is declared by many, whose veracIty there IS no reason 
to doubt, and ~~'ho are well acquainted with the soil in 
general in most parts of the Continent of North Ameri­
ca ;-that there is scarcely a State or Province through­
out it, in which witbin the same extent of territory, a 
greater portion of land of a valuable and fertile descrip­
tion is contained, tba'l is here to be found. We pORsess, 
it is well known some very extensive bodies of it, lying 
together, which in some instances of :skilful cultivation 
have actually proved that their pow;:'r;;; 0fproduction are 
as ~reat, alld that they can be made to yield and bring' to 
pert(~ction, as great a variety of the most useful products, 
as the most fertile soil in :;ome of those Countri('s which 
have greatly excelled in agricultural pursuits. 

The mi"rortune with us has ever yet heen, that in 
gf'neral the vegetati\'c powers of onr soil, have not been 
sufficiently understood or called into exercise. The in­
dolent or unskilful husbandman, when he has failed of 
receiving the fruits .of his fields a~ ahundantly as he hop­
ed and expected, will be ever more ready to {'har<Yf~ it to 
their unprolific nature, 01' to any otllt:'; calise, than to 
Hl?pect any deficiellcy or fault in hin'·,d(' lIeilce, hare 
<lrI~ell the whole ofthe complaint s which ha \'e somet i me" 
heen made by hUR\)alJdmen and I)thers amOllO" us abont 
(;lIr climate and soil. ~ 

The firs~ step to.wards impro\ enlent in every urt and 
pmpbJment III lite, I" to become <lcquuintetl with otlr j" .• 

I"> 
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nOfOlnce respecting it. It will be well therefore for our 
husbandmen, il,1 the course of their endeavours to in~ 
crease their skill in their occupation, to reflect candidly 
and seriously with themselves, upon their past Tlliscarri~ 
ages, and to strive tOJlscertain their true and genuine 
causes. If they are sincere in those endeavours, it is in­
deed a reflection, which upon some occasions, they will 
almost of necessity be led to make. Should they in en­
tertaining it, and in seeking after improvement in their 
occupation, discover as they assuredly will, that the 
scanty han est" they ha\"e "ometjme~ received,ha\ebeen 
owing to a deficiency of skill, 01' SGme such inattention 
or delay as has lately been spoken of, rather than to any 
lack of vegetative Fower in the soil, they surely must 
and will, be thereh) a;l;mated and encouraged in their 
future exertions. 

J n makin,g still further observations resp€'cting om' 
soil, it may be mentioneo in part illustration' of what 
has been ad,-anced in its favour, that fi:om one ot the 
eastern district<;, where agricul ture has not arrived even 
at Hle same state of improvement in general, that it has 
in some other parts of the Province: ancl where the at­
tention of the people Ras constantly been in a great mea­
sUI'e led off to other pursuits, large quantities of wheat 
were many ),ears ag-o frequently exported. There too 
oflate years, except when tho<ie affiicting dispensations 
of Providence were experienced, in nearly the total de· 
f;tr~~ction of the crops, from which no country has been 
always exempt, there has been found a surplus of grain, 
and flour p' oduced withir.l it, which has: been c,lisposed of 
in a neighbouring district and in other places. In some 
pad8 of it, the rei urns from grain of various descriptions, 
and particularly from wheat, llave even under a moder­
ately skilful cultivation been surprisingly great. The 
same has been known, with respect to a great portion of 
the land under cultivation, in mOllt other quarters of the 
Province. Even the soil about the Capital, which it is 
notorious is naturally as steril nnd unproductive, as al. 
most any we hilve,has under skilful cultivation been made 
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to yield in "hat may very fairly be termed, uncommon a­
bundance, Upon the whole it is by no means to? much 
to affirm that takina' the soil of the several counties and 
'0 . h' h districts in general, there is not one of them, 10 W lC a 

sufficient-portion of bread migh! not be produced for the 
commmpti(m of its inhabitants, even by th.e n.umber of 
them at present enn-aged in husbandry; whale III lome a 
superabundance c;uld certainly be furnished, 

It is true there are some who deny these positions, 
and from whose conversations and dogm5ltical assertions, 
a llerson unacquainted with the Province would he led 
to imagine, that the soil is and will evel' remain !"tel'ii 
and unprl)fitable, that most of the bounties of nature here 
sp"ken of have been 1a vished to no purpoRe, that some 
cause or nlherwill always operate to prevent their ex­
tensive improyement) and that we must fOI'e"pr continue 
dependent upon some other country for the first neces­
l'Iar:, oflif, To say that such lang'uage proceeds from a 
disposition in tho!"e persons, to thwart and injure the in­
terests of the Province, would hejud,ging them loo harsh­
ly, It may h"wever be said with pro~ripty of some of 
them,tha! they are ignorant of its local circumstances and 
general characteristics, and therefore are blameable for 
their r;l:ihness and presumption, and of I)th~rs that they 
are ol'that il:dolent and weak disposition, which becomes 
alarril~J and di!';couraged when the slightpst ohstacles a­
rise, and which sinks before those difficullies which pre­
sent tht'llIselves ill e"crr country, in the first stao-es ot 

• its settlement and improvement. b 

Others there al'e, who hold that it would be lIseles! 
anil unavailing to make any great exertions for the im­
provement o!' thesc advant.ages, or to strive to multiply 
Oll.f ~eans ot ?efenee agamst foreign attack; for that 
thiS Colony WIth all the nei .... hhouring- ones will inevi. 
t 1 r. 11 . . 0 , 
a')IY l<~ IOto the possessIOn of the United States, and 

be retamed by them as a part of their territory, In con-



fo.rmity with tbi~ opinion, some of the!le da~tardly and 
contemptible spirits are not ashamed to a\'ow, when they 
can do so with safety to their selfish scheHlcs. that in the 
event of an attempt at its conquest being made from that 
quarter, they will yield no sacrifice in its defence which 
they can possibly avoid, but w\ll as far as they can,ob­
sene . ~ neutrality, and ultimately join with the party 
prevaIling. 

These sentiments, it may be shewn thf'Jl1, n';'y pro­
bably prove as injurious in thp end to their true intere~ts) 
as they are contrary to the ties of allegiance aail dllty 
undel' which they are placed. Persons of this lukpwarm 
and indifferent disro;,ition on political subjf'cts, and who 
profess to have no attachment to one form of government 
more than to another, any further than their private in­
terest is concerned, are despised or thought light! y of by 
all, and th,'ollgh every chang'e still remaining- suspected, 
can seldom reap much advanta,e from any, 

The case of this Province is at present totally dilfer­
ent, from what that of the British Colonies, which nolV 
compos" the American Union, was at the time of theil' 
revolt. They conceived that they were oppressed, alld 
that those rights which pertained to them, and that con­
stitution which theil' forefathers had receiver\ and enjoy­
ed Wf're invaded, and finding all their remonstrances fail 
of procuring the desired redress, they flew to arms, a'i­
serted their independence, and the separ:1tion which 
eventually took place, may chiefly be charged to that un­
wise and unjust poli('y respecting them which th.n pre­
vailed in the councils of Great-Britain. In that con­
test, it was even perfectly .i usti fiable for each indi ,·irJ ual 
to side with the party which he felt a conviction WJS in 
the rig·ht. Without attempting to discuss the impnr1allt 
points which were then in dispute, or tn hazard al. uI;i:'­
ion upon them, it is consistent with tbe obligation; of 
allegiance and duty to o~;;erve; tllat although ii is im­
periously required of every individual to remain loyal 



and obedient to that go\-ernment which is entitled to 
claim his attachment ~Dd support; yet that he is ~ever 
bound to relinquish the inalienable.rights ?f~is natur~, 
01' that freedom which the constitutIOnal prmclples of his 
,eountry has granted him, and that they "",:ho resist ~y;;te. 
inatic and continued attempts at oppreSSIOn, can never 
with justice be stigmatized as guilty of rebellion • 

. Here no such causes of complaint can be urged as 
were advanced on that unhappy occasion. Our rights 
are respected and preserved to liS inviolate; not the 
Alightestattempts are made te\ impose bnrthens upon us; 
but each individual enjoy" all that liberty of every des­
cription which is compatib!e w ilh the salety and welfare 
of the society at large. 

Let such as entertain a partiality towards the institu­
tions of that country, and may be inclined to extol the 
boasled liberty of its people, inform themselvcR of the 
taxes and public burthens Wliich even now they endure; 
let them learn the (' xtent of those pri vatior:s and incon. 
veniences they underwent duri~lg their late contest with 
Great-Britain; and then let tlaem l't'flect upon their own 
almost total exemptiul1 from any stich hurthens; on the 
pl'Otection, the abundance, and comforts they enjoyed 
durinA' that period; and surely they will become satis­
fied with their situation, and be solicitous to preserve and 
improve, the blessings and advantageR they have now in 
their power. To the wavering and Jissatiiified on polit­
ical subjects, such inquiries an~l reflections mav be well 
I'ecomnlended, as theJ will conduce not more to establish 
their repose, than in all probability to further their in~ 
terest. 

T~e people of that country should be lool{ed upon 
hy U", an 1he same light with anvother desci'iption 01 
I?rf.i!! !It'f;; ; tllld in a~y·a.ttack they might mak~ UPQIl us, 
~'IQu!d· upon every pnnclple whatever, meet WIth as "ig~ 



orous and determined resistance as should be otl'ered to 
other invaders. If they should be ultimately successful 
in any such attack, we may rest assured, that we should 
not be treated any better by them,than the people of con­
quered countries have generally heen by those who sub­
dued them. Let such as may he inclined to suppoile, that 
in making such attack, they would exercise any UDcom­
mon dt:;gree of humanity and forbearance from violence, 
reflect upon the cruelties and devastations which it is so 
notoriou~ly known they committed, in the invasions of 
the Canadian Provinces; where the intercourse with 
them had been more intimate and extensive than it has 
even beeD with us; and surely they must he convinced, 
that we should not receive less distressing and barbarous 
treatment. 

Our language towards them, has indeed been too 
strongly expressi~'e of dislike and resentment; and we 
have too strenuously endeavoured to annoy them when­
ever we could, to expect that if they bad us in their pow­
er, they would treat us with much magnanimity, moder­
ation, or fa vou r. They would view us wi th jealousy and 
distrust, and although such as would submit to renounce 
their former allegiance, and to enter into obligations of 
adherence to their government, might probably be allow­
ed to retain their pos~essions; yet undoubtedly they 
would not pel'mit us to enjoy equally with themselves all 
sources of emolument and advantage. 

In addition loall these considerations, let those who 
may feel the indifference which has been spoken of, be 
assured that we are considered by Great-Britain of too 
much importance, for her to permit us to be finally wrest­
ed from under her dominion: and therefore, that should 
the government of the United States, even succeed at a­
ny fime in obtaininga temporary possession of the Colo­
ny, snch vigorous and powerful exertions would he made 
'to regain it ; and such determined resi~tance throughout 



would be made by all truly loyal subjects among us, that 
they would not be ahle to maintain that contemptible 
neutrality they would wish. They would quickly be 
discovered; and any backwardness or reluct~lDce th~y 
might show to stand forwardand exert themselves In 
defence of the country, would eventually meet with the 
treatment it deserved. Let such therefore, in time be 
warned of the consequences of cherishing that disposi­
tion, let them instantly determine to maintain their aIle­
t?:iance through ev€r~ vicissitude; and reflecting ~n the 
many blessings they at present enjoy, resolve that Ife"-er 
the hour of trial should arrive, they will show the sense 
they entertain oftbeir value, by their vigorous efforts to 
ensure their continuance. 

Here: our attention may naturally enough be direct­
ed to the conduct of those, w 110 professing themselves to 
be British subjects, and being under the ties of allegi~nce 
as snch, are satisfied to remain under the government of 
that country which entertains such a hostile disposition 
towards us. Not only while amicable relations in pm­
t"ession subsist, are great numhers oftllO'ie persons, there 
to be found, contributing by their pursuits to increaRe iti 
wealth and resourn";; but there did many of them wil­
lingly continue, doing- the same, while open hostilitie~ 
prevailed, and were toaH outward appearance espousing 
and supporting its cause. oSneh persons are not worthy 
of belonging to any government whatever. They must 
be conscious that no confidence is placed in them where 
they are, and t1~eir shallow professiuns of attachment to 
the British government, cannot shield them from th~ 
contempt of all it. truly loyal and dutiful subjects . 

. AIN?Og the celebrated nations of antiquity, scarcely -
any pII[))shment was more dreaded by the individual than 
un exile from the country of his birth. By many who 
possf'ssed ardent and powerful feelings, e\'en death itself 
was preferred be:'ore a continuance in that iitate. Arnon, 



those also, scarcely any species of conduct was conceiv~ 
ed more ba~e and detestable, or punished more severely, 
than for the native of any country voluntarily to with­
hold from it his support,when it was engaged in hostilities 
with another. Each indi ridual then ranged himself UD­

der the standard of the country of his nativity; and 
scarcely any other emulation subsisted, than who should 
yield the most' extensive and magnanimous sacrifices, or 
display the most powerful exertions to preserve its inde­
pendence and freedom. 

In modern ages, notwithstanding the well grounded 
boast of superiority over those nations in the ad vantages 
and refinements of civilized life, and with regard to the 
humanity and even courtesy which is exercised il'l tha 
practice of war, those patriotic exertions and feelings 
have undoubtedly experienced a,Jecay. Too great a 
proportion of those who belong to the most highly civil­
ized States which at present exist, and who enjoy the 
greatest portion of political advantagei, have found other 
objects than their country whereon to employ their af­
fections und labours. The importance at present so uni­
versally attached to the possession 'Jf wealth, (which is 
almost wholly to be ascribed to the {.!Teat prevalence 
of commercial pursuits) has made the obligations ofalle­
gianceand duty to be too generally esteemed of little con­
sideration, when placed in competition with the views of 
self· interest. 

But leaving the particular investi~ation of the cau· 
ses which have produced the decay which has been spo­
ken of, to the speculative and philosophical, we may 
proceed even consistently with the maxims of the most 
contracted and selfish to observe; that if what has been 
stated respecting the many natur.al advantages possessed 
bv this Province be correct, a variety of motives may un­
doubtedly be urged to induce their improvement. Those 
advantages now are exclu:;ively our own, and aj! we aril 
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fillc9uraged ~n.l protected in their free and liberal enjoy. 
ment, it grently behoves us to preserve them in our power. 

I 

However lightl,Y we may esteem them, the govern­
Ji'fent of the United States is fully seu>iible of their impor. 
tance and value, and therefore is so earnestly desirous 
of possessing them. To enable it to effect this favorite 
object of making them its own, whenever a convenienl 
season present&; itself, no pains 01' exertions does it ~pare, 
Its late commercial regulation, by which our vessels are 
precluded from entering the ports of it:» territory, and 
all its restrictions imposed upon trade, so far as they af· 
feet us, are evidently intended, to prevent as far as pos. 
sible our improvement of those advantages either for an­
noyance 01" detence: and so to weaken and dishearten 
liS, that the object of desire may be more readily and ef· 
!ectuallyaccomplished. 

'Vhile this course is pursued on one hand", on the 
other that Government is equally vigilant to enlarge 
and improve its own means of offensive operation. Its 
navy is greatly increased; a ,'ery furmidabJe military 
force is kept up and employed, in I"Plaliing encroachment. 
and ill the commission of hostilities upon the people 01 
one nation or other, as thou~h for the expres!> purpose 
ofiilurin2 it to the scenes and the habits of war ; and e. 
"ery measure is purslled, for improving the disciplin€ 
and skill of a powerful body of ml!!ti:l. In short, it i5 
sufficiently ob"ious, that its most vil{orous exertions arE! 
enga~ed tor.e.nlarging all the resource" of the country: 
and tor excI!mg oue .commo.) sentiment and disposition 
throughout It, relative to the favourite desiO'n already 
explained. b 

If therefore we are satiRfied with the tenure undel 
which we possess those advanta·!,es and are desirous 0' 

r~ttlinillg them; if we cherish ~ lo~e for the happy con. 
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8titution under n}lich we live; and for the laws ",'bicn 
secure to us the freedom and privileges we enjoy; if 
those among us \\ ho were born in the country, feel any 
attachment to their native seats; we should rouse from 
the legarthy and indifference in which we have long been 
unl13f"piiy sunk, and use our u~most exertions to increase 
our meallS ofrei:iistance ; so that the hour requiring their 
employment may find us prepared. If we neglect the 
present season for so uoing, we may hereafter awah:e as 
from a dream, and with the bitterest regrets, find for the 
fir~t time in the employment of those advantages byo­
thers, the extent of their importance and val~e. 

The present period oftranqui\ity is the one, when 
the llW"!]S of impw\ing the permanent sonrces of our 
prosperit.' and of preparing for their defence, can most 
extemi,,!~iy and elfect,l::lUV be employed. It is incum­
bent therefore, upon all clas~es and descriptions of per­
sons among- '1", who wish wp!l to the country, to lay aside 
all party' iews, i'_':llousiet', and distinctions, and as those 
whom w:~ han' ""{~)"'\ re!l~()n to be satisfied are envious 
of the ad\'a'lJta!~,'" ,\~ elj"y, are uniling in the design of 
seizing on their possession, on some favorable occasion, 
immediately to become united a1;.;0, in preparing for their 
defence, and in the determination to atruggle for their 
presenation to the utmost extremity. 

In this lop:!l and patriotic course, those who fill the 
first ranks and occupy stations of trust and imporlomce 
among us should certainly be found to take the le~d, and 
shollld exhibit a i1triking aBd magnanimous example. 
TIH'se,should not reo't from employing and directing the 
resources of the country, and from stimulating and en­
couragin~ the industry, the enterprize, and zeal of all 
others, for promoting those important and laudable pur­
post's. As it is indeed the duty of e\'ery individual to 
use his enol'uvollrs for effecting the same, so there would 
be few but would fin'd suchcondl.lct contribute in the end 



io the ad,-ancement of private advantage. Heach one 
could be persuaded to view hi~ own interest as involved 
in that of the whole, which undoubtedly in a great mea­
flure is the case, and to act in conformity therewith,,, ith 
the numerous advantag'es we posse~~, the general pros­
perity would quickly experience the Illost rapin increase. 
After pursuing sUl:h a course,ifeven when called upon to 
repel .my hostile invasion, success shnllld not attend 
11S in our patriotic exertions, we should enj')'y the consci­
ousne!ls of having acqnitt€'d onr!;elves of our duty; and 
remain free from those selfreproach€'s and unavailing- re­
;ret5, which in the ca~e ofimprovidf'nc£' or fl€'!!;l€'ct, n€'ver 
fail to augment and embitter, ever), species of deprivation 
or suffering. 

In tlle prof:,ress of our exertions; to improve the ad­
"<:ntages Wi' pof;sess, we shall also become more ~('n·ible 
of their value, and comequenlly be ifl\i~orat('Jin the 
pursuit to extend thel'n; and more confirmed in the deter­
mination to yield e'l;ery sacrifice which may becollle 
neces~ary for their presenation It if; certainly not yet 
Jmown from experience, and indeed is con('('in:·d but by 
few, how far some ot the pri'icipal sources frOl1l which 
Ollr prosperity must he deri'l'ed, are stl'C't'ptil')e of im­
frovemenL and can be made to contrihntf' hi our general 
adnwtagf'_ Jt is frequently the case with "tates as will. 
jn(:i\'idlral~, Owt thf' mO!i<t powl:'rfui me<lns within theil' 
,",'<lCft (1' advancing their wP;JI!h,or t'n~ul'ing their comfort 
Hod S<ll't'ty, either long remain wholly nel.{iectefL 01' re­
cpi,,~ !Jut a \er." part ial de\'p lopemen t. Ei t her ind IIstry 
or enterprize are ,ranting- to call them into exerci~e. 

Througll the pursuit of the patriotic and laudahle 
Crlur~e J'P'.'om~';H'nded, the strongest inducements and en­
(,Oll,L:~~'~ment will ari~e, t~ an increa,se of the population 
"f ~ ile (',,If\l'~ ,hy emlgratwn from dIfferent quarters, of 
~\lch a Je;cn (Ion ()fpersons aswill afford that additional 
::;s!~i'r'('"" fpquire. Even without the direct and 



pointed endca,"ours of the gO\'ernment of a country to in­
creu!;e it .. populfltion, it is almost univer,..ally found, that 
this allgmPllts in proportion to the developement and im­
provement of the a(l\'antages it is discovered, or known 
to po~sess. Men will naturally reFort where the situation 
is made to hold forth the most alluring invitation. In 
the present claJ therefore, when the most extensi,'e emi­
grations are taking place, and when, as has been already 
observed,the thirst after gain is much more !Jrevalent and 
powerful than natriotic attarhments, population is most 
effectually to b~ encouraged and increased, by the ex­
ten~ion and improvement of tile sources of individual 
profi t. 

It may also be u!gr·d as a motive to excite us to em­
ploy and continue our patriotic exertions, that the in· 
crease of our wealth, population, and general prosperity 
,dlich would certainly follow,would lead the parent state 
to attach such still further importance to our remaining 
under its government, that we should receive more ex· 
ten.,i\"e encouragement, protection, and support. 

Many ot~er arguments may be found, and motives 
lIet forth, for ~timulating our endeavours to improve the 
advantages juour power; but surely by such as will 
tal{e ti:ne f'criously to reflect lIpon the present ~ituation 
of the Colony, and upon the hostile designs whic.h are 
cherished agail1s~ itl those which have been mentioned 
will be consid.ered sufficiently urgent and powerful. We 
hear many of them indeed advanced every day, but with 
the exception of some recent, and it is much to be feared 
only extortecJ and occasional promises of vigorous exer­
tion, by far the greater number of those who employ 
them, exhibit in their general conduct, very little solici­
tude about effecting tIle objectli to which they are applied. 
Complaints, ha \'e we a\"o frequently heard, and still do 
we continue to hear, of the defect of patriotism and pub­
lic spirit, and of the apathy and indifference witb respect 



to those objects,which pervade all ranks and descriptions 
of persons among us; while none will be found willing 
to admit that they ever existed, or at present exist in 
themsel ves. 

Here, it cannot surely be thoug,ht irrelative to the 
sub ects just treated of, nor appear altogetRer an impro­
per, or unprofitable employment, t@ investigate the lead­
ing causes, to which those defects, and that indifference 
may be attributed. 

The first step towards retormation and improvement, 
as well with societie~ as with indh;idtmls, is to ascertain 
the nature and full extent, of the faults and follies with 
which they are charg'elolble. It surely is better to be con­
"inced ofthN;e, in the voice of Ollr own unbiassed reflec­
tions, or to hear thelll from ;;t friend, than to learn them 
at a period, when a consciousness of their magnitude, can 
only tend to toster unavailing reg-rets and reproaches, or 
to swell tlte triumphs ot an enewJ. 

It may probahly be objected, that such an inquiry 
and exposition has been rendered unnecessary, for that 
the reformation and st.imulus it would SH'k to produce, 
IHil; already been effected; that we ha\'e recently become 
fllll,v convinced ufoUl' former tiJllie" and neglects, and of 
the true causes of all our miscarriges ; and that a spirit 
of patriotism, industry, and enterprize has been &0 uni­
n·rsallyaroused and called into exercise, that without 
further warning or admonition, oor general prosperty 
will speedily experielJce the most rapid advancement.-=-­
]t ma." i.n nnswer he observed, that there is generally 
('aDl,';er In the cases of vehement expressions ofa sudden 
;;;i'~fi\':on in puhlic sentiments, habits, and views, that 
it i~ not radical, and ofa nature which is likeh to con­
~i;Jtie : ,bllt I,hat it is merely occasional, and wi'n depend 
1<)1' !;,.. ,JUI dlUn upon the novelty of the mode which was 



~mployerl to efl'ecl it; or upon the existence of some tem­
porary circumstance. The improvemel.lt in those res­
pects which is likely to be durable, is generally gradual 
in its progress; and requires to be constantly cherished. 
it is only by vigorous exertion, and unshaken persever­
ance, that habits which have long had the predominance 
are subdued and wholly eradicated. Men too generally 
req uire not only to be told of their errors, but to be fre­
quently warned against their repetition; and to be often 
reminded wherein their true interest consi!,ts. If there­
fore it should even be conceded, which it certainly is not, 
that the ind0Jent have of late become suddenly industri­
OilS; the careless and indifferen t about the public pros­
perity, assiduous and zealous to promote; the intemper­
ate,sober and regular in their habits; the selfibh, liberal, 
and the extravagant economical and provident; yet still 
as it must be admitted, that we are but in the fir!!t stage 
of reformation, we should be as candid in reflecting upon 
errors and follies but recently abandoned, and as patient 
under censures upon them, as attentive to the call to still 
further improvement. The language of reproof and ad­
monition may often with strictest propriety, be afl8ocia­
ted with that of invitation and encouragement. 

Moreo\'er, it is conceived, notwithstanding all which 
bas recently been advanced relative to our general inter­
csts, that the genuine and principal cause's of the tardy 
progre8s they have hitherto made, have not yet been suf­
ficiently and comprehensively set forth and explained.­
While some ha,"e attributed it to a deficiencv of skill, for 
the improvement of one of the chief sources' of our pros­
perity; and others to a ~eneral defect of public spirit and 
enterprize, none, whether from mibconception, design, or 
apprehension of personal consequences, have imputed it 
to those causes) to which it may with the strictest justice 
be ascribed ;-tothe habits and mallners which have long 
been prevalent among us. These, it will be found upon 
candid ancl unprejudiced investigation, have throughout 
every class and order of persons, been of such descrip~ 
lions as deserve the severest animadversion. 
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To commence with the higher and middling classes 
ofthe society, it may be uhserved ; that h~biti vt luxury, 
dissipation, and extravagance have prevailed throughout 
these, and particularly among the latter, to an extreme 
and fatally injurious extent. These habits, it is proba­
ble may with some in the capital of the Province, have 
had their origin in an improper imitation of the style and 
fashion of conduct, observed by the principal characters 
in tbe extensive military and naval establishments whicb 
have been kept up for the protection of the Colony.­
The manners of the:;;e, seldom 01' never fail to have a 
striking effect, upon those of most of the persons in civil 
&ituations, among whom "they are placed. 

It is not here intended to insinuate, that they are 
to blame, for any ill consequences of that description 
which have proceeded frolll their rebidence among us. 
They are here for our owp. prJtection ;end defence; their 
conduct in general is entitled to our esteem and respect, 
and ~uch as is cOIli-iiqent with their stations and honora­
ble employments. Jt is the imitation of their manner5 
and fashion of life, by those whose pursuits are totally 
dissilllular; and ", hC'3e conduct and view,.; should he re­
gulated by ditferent standards, that is deserving of ceu· 
sure. 

This, however has had but a 'ery limited operation 
and effect in forming and establishing the Ilabits com­
plained of. They have chiefly been engendered and 
confirmed, throug'h the wealth which at particular per­
iods, suddenly flowed into man}' individuals eJaO"a"'ed ill . I . 0 (:) eODlmerCIa purSUits . 

. The m~rcantile inte~est bas ever been the prevailing, 
and llIdeed It may be said the overbearinO" one in this 
Province. Duriilg the late arduous and 19n9.continued 
contest between Great-Britain and France, but DlOre 
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particularly during hostilities with the United States ot 
America, a variety of circumstances concurred to render 
our COIlHnerce extremely flourishing and successful. The 
rapid acquisition of wealth, by many enc-aged in its spe­
culations and pursuits, and the extensive prospects of 
gain afforded thereby, affected nearly aU orders and de­
scriptions of persons ; and ~timulated numbers, to enter 
upon that apparently speedy course of improving or e~t· 
ablishing' their fortunes. The mania for embarking 
therein, was so universal and powerful, that some quit 
the plough) others the work-shop; and disdaining theil­
simple and quiet occupations; and dissatisfiecJ with the 
gradual, but certain profits they were acquiring therein, 
rushed at once into all the bustle, the intrigues, and per­
plexities of trade. 

Of these, a great number were in truth unfitted for 
its pursuit, in Foint of education, being so illiterate, that 
they could not even keep or adjust their own account~ 
with any kind of propriety or correctness; and were on­
ly (lualified for the simple bId hone it employments they 
had left. 

Many who had been engaged in forwarding the Ag. 
riculture of the country, (that ooly permanent source of 
its prosperity) were now found in all, even the most re­
"wte situations, hourly employed in administering the 
means of intoxication,and doing all in their power to cor­
rupt the morals, and prevent the industr\ous exertions, 
of all who resided in their poisonous, and destructiva 
neighbourhood. 

During those periods of commercial prosperity, 
!ome posses~ing superior information and skill, and be­
ing more enterprizillg: ac'l uired large portions of weaHh. 
Of theie, not a few possessiog- weak and diminutive 
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minds, in the course of its acquisition, could not forbeal 
its ostentatious and gratifying display; and in the aI 
dour of enjoying it, launched into sc.enes of luxury, di~ 
~ipation, and extravagance, deservmg of the .severe~ 
animadversion and censure. 

Others, who were not so successful, were inftuen 
ced by their example, and impati ent of delay until th 
means of securing the continued gratification of thei 
weak, or vicious desires could be obtained, rushed il 
once into the same rounds of folly and dissipation; i 
which they became satisfied to exhaust th~ profits ofthei 
employments, as they were daily acquired. 

All ranks and descriptions ofperSODl'1 seemed infect 
ed with the same lust of luxurioui indulgence ; an 
icarcelyany other emulation or competition appeare 
to subsist, than W~lO should surpass in splendoul' ofeq uip 
age or dress, or III the extravagance and profusion ( 
testire entertainmentlil, 

While the season of prosperity continued, it woul 
have been accounted a proof of extreme ignorance of th 
modes of civilized life, and even rudeness ~f manDen 
to have sought for a shop-keeper behind his counter, 0 

a merchant in his countiug-house, after a certain hou 
in the day. A stated portion in the middle part of il 
was adjudged !uflHent for attendance in those place,; 
the remainder was exhausted in the enjoyments of th 
convivial board; .and a late hour in the night, foun 
the san~e persons at the ~aming table; ot' eCng aged i 
some h'lyolous but expenSive amusements, 

to"! •• 

Some, there undoubtedly were, who refrained fro[ 
I.hose excesses; and who employed their utmot industr 
and prudence, duriBi t~at per'iod of prosperity) to ie 
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cure the mean!! for their future comfort and support: 
but the observations which have- been made, will upon 
candid and unprejudiced reflection, be found too gener­
ally to apply. In describing the habits and manners of 
a people, they are only to be spoken Gfin general terms. 

From the prevalence of those scenes of dissipation 8. 

lamentable defect of public spirit ensued. Each indi­
vidual being wholl~ engrossed with hi~ own schemes and 
prospects of immediate gain, and his private gratifica­
tions, no exertions were made for promoting the welfant 
of the public; or for placing it on those firm and dura­
ble foundations, which alone could ensure its advance­
ment, when a change of affairs should take place. 

Immersed in dissipation, the majority appeared to im­
agine, that the season of prosperity would have no ter­
mination. Thev did not reflect, that the circumstance .. 
which tIlen concurred so highly to favour the commerce 
of the Colony, were merely what may be termed extrin­
sick and adventitious; and that during their operation, 
some of the principal sources of its permanent prosperi­
ty, were receiving no extension or improyement what­
ever. 

Those favorable circumstances have ceasEld to ex­
ist ; and the consequences which have followed from the 
extravagant and dillsipated courses just mentioned, han 
been too wofully disclosed, and are too universally 
]mown, to require a particular or laboured recital. The 
numerO~lS insolvencies which almost immediatelyensu­
ed, occasioned the greatest public agitation and distress. 
The failures of some, WllO were extet1sively employed in 
mercantile pursuits, and who had deeply engaged in 
those rounds of folly, and extravagance, accelerated the: 
downfal of great numbers of others ; and that credit and 
confidence, which when restrained "l'ithin the ordinal'V 



limits of pruden~e, afford vi~·our and exten!ion to trade, 
appeared to b~· shaken to the very foundations. J n the 
Capital of the Province in particular, the most gloomy 
distrusts and apprehensions prevaile'l; and to abundance 
and rejoicing, misery and despondence succeeded. 

But the evil consequences of those habits did not 
stop here. As is ever the case, the,r produced a disre­
gard of all honestand moral ohligations. Many oflhose 
persons, had not. virtue and fortitude sufficient to stl"llg­
gle with their embarrassments and difficulties; and to 
strive by a course of honest industry and prudence, to 
fiatisfy the lawful demands which were against them, but 
saon after their failures were known, or through dread 
ol'impending insolvency, absconded from the country. 

Tho gaols were for some time crowded with others, 
""ho after being released upnn giving up what they chose 
to declare themselves possessed of, (which but seldom 
was worth the acceptance of their creditors) either left 
the Province also; or remained as mere drones, 01' bur­
thens within it. Some of these are still to be seen among 
1lS, whose former extravagance and habit~ ot'dissipation, 
have rendered them too proud and indolent, to turn to 
the labour of cultivating the soil of lhe country; and 
who will scarcely exertthems:elves in any way, sufficient­
ly to procure even a scanty and miserable subsistence, 
for them~el\'es and their families. 

Those course. cf dis£ipation and folly, are still how~ 
eWf pursued by great number,.; to an extent which is 
high\·,' deserving of blame; and quite inconsistent with 
til(' ': ate of the Province in general. It j<; to be trusted 
h()C\ C',tr, that the warninr.~ which their con:;;equences 
bal" w retently and fully afforded, have had beneficial 
eff'eds on tIl(' majority; and that it will be 10nO" before 
they • .... llJ again be so universally and fatally f~llowed. 



They mllst ever, but particularly under the circumstan­
ces at pre<;;ent existing, haye the effect of ,'etarding the 
general welfare of the Colony; and if persisted in, can 
only be expected in common, to lead to the same unhap­
py results to individuals, which of late they have so ex­
temoively produced. 

The season of bankruptcies it is true has for some 
time been over; and our domestic aft'airs have assumed, 
and have latterly borne. tl'anq uiJ,andeven rather a chaer­
iug appearance: but it was sufficiently observable, that 
a general lethargy and despondence respecting the public 
prosperity, succeeded to those scenes of agitation, dis­
tress, and insolvency, which if continued ill full force, 
would have proved nearly as injurious, as those round. 
of luxury and extravaganee. 

The opportunities which have been lost can nevel' 
be recalJed; but much may still be done for promoting 
public as well as private advantage, by those who are 
made sensible of their errors; and who will employ for­
titude, resolution, and perseverance) in endeavouring to 
retrieve them. These qualities it can seldom be too late 
to exert. They will afford the best atonement for form­
er imprudence; and may yet shield us from some (lIf the 
mo:st formidable evils, with which we are threatened. 

While the prevalence of those dissipated habits, 
throughout the classes which have been mentioned, have 
been injurious to the welfare of the Province; there are 
others which respect the inferior and more laborious or­
ders, which have hitherto been, and yet continue to be, 
even still more pernicious and destructive to its inter­
ests. 

The peasantry of a country, are [01' a variety of rea-



!lions to be considered the most truly valuable and i 
port~nt description ofpersoll!! within it. On their gel 
ral habits and character, its safety and welfare must e, 
be chiefly dependant. Industry, temperance, and pI 
dence arnO!1f~ them, will obviate or overcome, nearly e, 
.,.y natural or political defect or disau vantage. E, 
under the most arbitrary, and oppressi ve systems of g( 
ernrnent; and with the greate"t hardship!':, and diffie ' 
ties to encounter, possessing those estimable qualiti 
they will render the country they inhabit, in a cert: 
degree pro;;perous and flourishing. On the other ha 
if the orro<.;ite characteristics belong to them, the ml 
wise and hu,-,py i!"]stitutions and laws, are useless and t 

availing; a.:d all the bounties of nature they possess, 
to them have Jeen lavished in vain. Poverty and d 
tress, will generally he their portion; and their poli 
cal freedom and safety will ever be insecure and precariol 

To €yery person who has had opportunities of 0 

lerving the manner~ ;)nd habits orthe more laborious ( 
ders of persons in thi" Provinee, it must be strikino 
apparent ;-that th@ yice of intemperance is prevaletlt 
mon'" them, to an abrnl;n~ and fatal extent. There 
ev.'n"'too much reason afforded '<'hereon to g-round t 
belief, that but \"ery fe," countries can be found, in whi 
it has more generally prevailed, nor in whicR it has pr 
duced more perniciollf', and destrnctiH~ effects, Hel 
not onlr men of every age indulge in the excessive use 
intoxicating liquors, but the tencler season of youth 
corrupted, by initiation illto the same 'viciolls and ruino 
practice. It i<; :-ot at all uncommon, to see young pf 
~i~n" who are still under the guardiamhip and aHthori 
01 their parent:<, anJ who reside under their roof.'l, loit( 
jn~ ahout the t~,-ernq, .and spizing every opportuui 
anonl .. :! lilPnJ ot partaktnr.::; of the means ofintoxicatio 
file., :m' not ashameJol' afraid, to appear before thE 

pal"f':1I'; ,,~' :he r:lh~ic, in that disO"l"3Cefu\ situation. I 
d(,pd t;l<' j~)rmer. '0., g'e>nerallv, ~ould not with an\' for 
~j' \:oll"i"'!('IlC\ j'('i1;','ve them;' they themselves naily a 



fording the pernicious example. 'Truth will too 8uftici­
ently warrant the aiisertion, whatever degree of sorrow, 
humiliation, or regret may be felt in advancing it, that 
from even the season of boyhood, to the latest period of 
age, the im proper use of those liquors, is in general, a. 
freely followed and indulg'ed in, as opportunities will 
allow. 

During the most precious seasons of the year, while 
the husbandman and the labourer should .be employed in 
de{>ositing the seed in the earth, in securing the harvest, 
or in the other labours of the field; they are too fre;.. 
quentIy found rioting in intemperance, in those places 
which can be termed little better, than iinks of vice and 
debauchery. 

A great portion of the profits derived from the la­
bOUl'S of the farmer, the mechanic, and others pursuing 
the most useful and valuable occupations, and which 
should be employed in the education of their children, 
and in providing for the comfortable maintenance and 
support of their families, are exhausted in indulging that 
fatal propensity. 'What numerous examples may ,b9 
found, of persons who once possessed the comforts oflife 
in even an abundant degree, and were what is usually 
termed, 'quite easy and independant as to worldly affairs, 
who through its pursuit and indulgence, in the course of 
a few years, have been reduced to insolvenc'y and wretch. 
edness; and whose possessions have in one form orothel', 
eventually been grasped and secured, by those who sup­
plied them with the means of destruction. 

The evil is indeed so great in some parts of the Pro­
Tince, that a road even through the most unfreq uented 
and newly formed settlements, can seldom he travelled, 
without meeting with persons, reeling with intoxication, 
and bearing with thim the tneans of cOl1tinuing the de­
bauch. 
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To all who are sincerely desirous or fleeing the Co­
lony prosper, it must undoubtedl) be matter of sorrow 
and regret, that such facilities are afforded to the contin­
uance, and even to the increase, of this most fatal impe­
diment to the advance of its welfare. In every village 
a.nd settlement within it, too true it is, that the!!le facilitieE 
exist to the utmost extent. The great numbers who en­
joy permissions for the free and unlimited supply of the 
means of intemperance, imply a censure upon those by 
whom they are granted; who certainly should be th~ 
most forw'aru and solicitious, for repressing the evil. 

It would even seem, as though intoxicating liq uors~ 
were here esteemed, amvng the chief necessaries of life. 
In many parts of theProvince,nearly every other house is 
a tavern,in which scarcely any other refreshment,or com­
fort can be obtained by the tra\'cller,than what thay may 
be calculated to afford him, 

Through the frequency of open and habitual drunl\, 
ermess, it has come to be too generally con5idered Uli 

even hardly a crime; certainl,y nut as one of a ,:ery 
degrading', or beinous nature. A man may COIl. 
tinue its practice to a very great extent, without his 
moral character appearing: to be much injured in the eyes 
ofthe community at large. Ourlaw it is true consider~ 
jtan offence; but how rarely is the punishmentprescribeJ 
carried into effect. ) 

U~Ofl ,proper reft~ction howe'ler, it will appear, that 
no vice. IS more frUltfu~ of other<3, nor is productive of 
more mls~ral~le and rUInOIlS consequences. The time 
alone which I:> exhausted in practicino- it is of seriouli-
'. 0 , 
Impo~tance In a young country like this; where the ut-
most mdu.str,r and ~erse"erance is requisite, in a11 classes 
1i,nd descnptlOps ot ~erson". But independantly of the 
time thUi sacrJfi~ed, It produces a constaotl.y prevail'in~ 



dislike,to eve'ry ~pecies of industrious and active 'exertion, 
and an habitual careleisaes$; and improvidence of dis. 
position. 

It may also be said, that it almost un£versally leads 
to poverty, and all the extremes of misery and distress. 
How many families do we see, who once enjoyed all th~ 
<!omforts oflife, reduced to beggary and wretchednese, 
flu'ough the practice of this vice by those whose duty it 
was, to have laboured to shield them from those evils! 
'What numbers are there among us, who instead of con­
tributing any thing to the welfare of the society, through 
this fatal cause, are the greatest burthens upon it! How 
ml\ny young men, who once bid fair to become orn.menu. 
to the cODlIDunity, and to yield it the highest advantages, 
hafe been cut off in the prime of their days I-how many 
are daily to be seen, bearing about them the marks of a 
ruined constitution, and wholly unfitted for every 
useful employment ;-entirely from an indulgenc~ in 
the intoxicating draught. 

This vice more effectually than any other, corruptli 
and destroys the whole moral system. Our reasonlOlJ' 
powers, and moral perceptions, have been wisely an~ 
mercifully bestowed, to enable us to reiltrain and regulate 
our pllss(ons; those constant opposers of our happiness. 
While those powers and perceptions are subdued, or sus­
pended, by a state of intoxication, the passions are pow­
erfully excited; and their deluded victim will be readi­
ly led to commit, the ml)st vicious and abandoned, or the 
most mean and contemptible actionii. The greater num­
ber of those who are addicted to this viee, become in its 
progrftss, habituated to falsehood, fraud, and injustice. 
Whatever appearances they may assume, or protessions 
they make, they are in general undeserving of confidence, 
and in the season of temptation, their price will be found 
t. bumall. In onif'r to procure th~ mellPi of&,ratifJ-

F 
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ing this vicious propensity, they will 'enter ,into obliga­
tions and promises, they have not the least intention of 
performing; and .without the slightest c0!llpunction, will 
for the same profligate purpose, appropnate those pro­
ducts of their labours, which should be applied to the 
clischarge of demands the most conscientious and just. 

All attachment to country is weakened or destroyed, 
by a habit of drunkenness, and its mi'lerable slave is too 
frequently left, without the power or the spirit to defend 
Ilis possessions, in the hour of danger. 

It would indeed be almost a task without end, to 
enumerate the evils resulting from the practice of this 
vice; let it suffice to say, that it tends to corrupt andex­
tinguish the best feelings of the heart, the most valua­
ble principles of the mind; and Jeads to the dir;;regard 
and destruction, of ali moral and social obligations. 

Such are the habits, the follies and vices which may 
too justly be laid to our charge. 'fo their unlimited pre­
valence, more than to any other cause, has it too surely 
been owing, that the Province has. not arrived at that 
state of abundance and prosperity, in which its numer­
ous advantages have promised to place it. It is in vain 
to expect, that any material improvement will take place 
in our situation, while those obstructions remain, so fa­
tally formidable. It i" therefore the duty of ·all who 
wish well to the country, to exert their utmost endea­
vours to remove or reduce them. 

'Vhat the eloquence of the preacher, 01" the maxims. 
of the moralist, fail to produce, the warnings and the 
admonitions of the politician, w ill sometimes effect. Men 
are in general more pow'erfully roused to exertion hy 
the apprehensions of present danger, than by any ~on. 



sideration which relates to futurity. From hence it will 
follow, after what has been stated respecting the proprie­
ty of Ollr entertaining those apprehensions, that no time 
should be lost, in employing assiduous and unremitted 
exertions for securing our smfety. 

It w<I;s not by indulging in habits of extravagance 
and intemperance, that the people of the northern parts 
of the ·.American Union, attained to that height of rOWel' 
and importance, which at present they occupy. Theil' 
forefather." in the earlier periods of the settlement of 
those countries, had equal, if not greater difficulties to 
contend witb, than any which have ever been experien­
ced here. Temperance, industry, and perse\'erance 
lJOwever were their prevailing "irtues; and these still 
continue to exist among their descendants, to an extent 
which the most invincible prejudice alone, can forbear 
to applaud and respect. In many of their larg<"st towns, 
where commercial pursuits are prosecuted to the great .. 
est extent, and consequently where luxury is in the 
greHteo>t dp,:;-ree prend('nt, it if, said, that with the ex­
Cl'FtiOll of those hours, which are in~ispensibl'y re­
quisite fot" refi'eshment and, rest, the merchant, the 
shopkeepe!', and all other descriptions of persons, are 
almost constantly to be foulld, in the patient and active 
prosecu~ion, ofiheir respective occupations and callings. 
Those who are employed in the husbandry of the coun­
try, are also i:1 general industrious and sober. Among 
them indeed it is said, that the man who is found in the 
practice of intoxication, is quickly subjected to degrada­
tion a nc! dif'grace. H is credit becomes forfeited, and his 
compallV is fihllnned and avoided, by all who entertain a 
reg'ord to reputation. 

Tn the character of every people, there are 5iome 
things to praise as well as to blame. While therefore 
we cherish a regard for our own institutions; and con· 
demn tbe craft and dissumulation, so notoriously pre-



Joruinant in the peopleofthose States; tlleir temperance, 
industry, and enterprize, are highly deserving our cl()sest 
imitation. 

The power and the safety ofa country, are ever in 
a greater measure defendant upon the character of itlil 
people, than upon their numbers or wealth. This p(.si. 
tion is >iufficiently proved to be true, by the numeTOUS in­
!;tpnces recorded in history, of States, ill many respect:5 
of but little consideration, and with numbers compara-
1ively trif~jng, successfully resistin~ the attacks of the 
most mighty and formit.labfe Empires, and atchie\'ing the 
most glorious ~md magnanimous exploits, ill preservin~ 
their independence and freedom. The p~timable quali­
ties which ha\-e lately been mentioned, will triumph over 
every difficulty; and eventually establish 3 state pfpros. 
perity. The opposite characteristics, produce imbecility 
~nJ corruption, and are the most freq uent and powerful 
causes of the downfall of nations. 

To the pr(,l';I1ence of those habit;; has it also greatly 
been owing, that \",ilh the exception of lhe Agricultural 
Societies, which have but just now received their exis­
tence, !':o few associations 113\'e been heretofore fonned 
in this Province, having for their o~iect, the advanrp.­
ment of the public pros'perity. Of the small number 
which have at ditferent periods been es;tablished, some 
exhibited but little exertion in the c;luse in which they 
embarked, and speedily came to n dissolution; while the 
indi"jduals composing others, were too narrow-minded 
~nrl selfl~h, to f~rni~h th~se mealls which were requisite 
tor carryIng theIr vIews 1IIto effed; and their ~upport 
~;(II\11 1:r'came a charge upon the reVEIIUe!! of the countrv. 
E'n<lt';tn.ur!'; h~\'e not however been wanting, 011 the pa-rt 
-.d per~ons ha\'ln~the furtherance of self interest in view, 
(0 ellg-"~(' 1 h~~ ~}r?vince in uudertakings, which wouJd 
'ellU (il II ' H>h-e It In bankruptcy and ruin, 
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U pOll taking an impartial retrospect al!'lo of OUl' pub* 
lic affairs, it will be found,that man} circumstances have 
occurred in connection with these, which have operated 
to injure the interer.ts of the Colon}'. Among the num­
ber which might be mentioned, none bas been attended 
with the perniciouil effect!!, which have followed from 
the party disputes and dissent ions, which in a former 
adminilitralion ofth9 government of the, Province, pre­
vailed among those, who had the managelUent and dis* 
position of its reveuues. ·Without·a certain degree of 
cordiality and unanimity subsisting among the persons, 
in whom that important trust is reposed, it is in vain to 
expect, that in a young country like this, the public pros­
perity will experience a very rapid advance. For a ve* 
I'Y considerable period, instead of such a spirit being 
predominant here, the proposal of a metlsure by one 
party, however judicious and well intended, was almost 
sufficient of itselt; to occasion its r~jection with another. 
That confidence which gives energy and effect to all pub­
lic measures, was not to be found, and jealousies, dis­
trusts, and dissentions, were alone kept in exercise. 
Those sums of money which should have been applied 
to the most importa!lt and beneficial purposes, ill conse­
qnence of those dissentions, remained more than once, 
unappropriated in our heasury ; and those resources of 
the Colony, on which its welfare must ever chiefly de­
pend, were left without the least stimulation or encou­
ragement. 

Jt i~ of little importance to inquire, wlJat part, w:u; 
in the greatest measure to blame; but the lesson thosa 
dissentions afford, should not pass unregarded. All who 
wish well to the country will unite in the hope, that a 
similar ~tate ofthillgs will not speedily occur. 

But this cause was got the only one ofa public de .. 
~cription, wbich had the effect ofretarding our prosper .. 
ity. If we look a l~tle farther WQ sball probably be ~a .. 



46 

tisfied, tImt the weakness and injudiciousness of several 
measures of that nature, which ha\'e here been adopted 
and pursued, have had the verJ same tendency and ef­
fect. 

In observinf~ upon su~jeds of thi~ nature, it doubt. 
less is proper to employ terms of guarded ilererence and 
respect, and if the expression may be permitted even 
sometimes ofinclulgelice. A temperate and liberal dis­
cllssion !'especling- them, may frequently however be 
prod llcti ve of good. :\ Ii such) the spi ri t of our free and 
happy constitlltion, rather seeks to encourag'e, than to 
stilie or suppress. 1t iii a privileg'f) which British suh­
jects enjoy, to speak openly and boldly, but at the same 
time ree.pectfully, of every proceeding in which their 
rights or their interests are concerned. 

. E.ntcrtaining the most friendly and patriotic inten-
tIons, It may therefore be remarked, that one of those 
mea:=;ures, has been an expenditure from our revenues 
in the erectioll ofpllblie buildings, which may well he 
tprmed Jayj,h ;and tar from being warrantetl by tlle state 
of the Province and the extent of its resources. These, 
contribute it is true to ornament the capital; and this is 
indeed the citiefal'!{ument we hear ur&,pd tojllSI.ify or ex­
Clltie that improvident expe!lditl!re. Hut surely it will 
not be contellJed~ that it is ever either wise or politic to 
fo\"w"rd l' uel! a purpo;;;p, f 0 the sacri file or neglect of 
f iH'~e 0bjects with which the general pro~perity ofacohn­
tl y i~ connected. This, JlOw('n'r, lJa8 been too exten­
l'i\'ely the caf'e ill the in'itunce before us. Our conduct 
I;erelll, c,av be likened t@ that of mUHY individuals, who 
11 re "1 1:: t:ed to la\'i~h what would en~ure them a comfort­
able maintenance fot'life, and even to deny themselves 
B'<lllV <.:0 llio:·t,;;, in order to exhibit an ostentatious dis­
rlay" in l"lliil'::c'.:- and dress; or to indulge in extravagant 
_nd hlxur:ous (.'::joyments. 
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·It would indeed appear, as though we were desir~ 
ous with our limited means, of vieing in the extent and 
the splendour of our public buildings, with countries far 
advaneed in improvement, and posses~ing the most am­
ple and liberal resources. Thi!': Province, it should be 
recollected, is yet but in its in fancy; and in it, as in e­
very other country in that state, prudence and economy 
should chiefly be ~tudied. 

The Capital of a country and the other parts of it, 
,always should) and indeed generally do, bear a propor­
tion to each other in improvement and forwardness.­
The interests of the two are so inseparably c.onnected, 
that if the former is enriched and embellished, and by a 
conjunction of favourable incidents, should attain the 
most prosperous and flourishing state, while the latter 
remains neglected and indigent j they both will in gene­
ral be found, either sooner or later, in an equally weak 
and impoverished condition, In this Province, for a 
considerable period oftime, many circumstances concur­
red to destroy that proportion; and to render the for­
mer comparatively the most wealthy and flourishing. 

'Vhile the late hostilities with the United States 
were subsisting, under apprehensions of attack from that 
quarter, very extensive means were here accumulated 
and provided, by the imposition of duties and other ex­
pedients, for the purpose of . supporting -a defence of the 
Colony, As the dan~er whIch was menaced, never actu­
ally overtook us, it is natural enough to inquire ;-in 
what manner have those means been di~posed of? It is 
sad to reflect, that so little ]las been done with them for 
improving the permanent sDurcesofour wealth and pros­
perity; and that not only are the fUl1u:,\ thus accumula­
ted entirely ex11austed, but that in our paper currency, 
we must recognise an €lWtensive debt as exi~(jng ngalnst 
us; which at one period or other ruust surely be dis­
chargf:'J. 
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With the sums 'fhich have been expended on thosl! 
buildings, beyond what could be justified by the measure 
of our meam; ;-how much under prudent management 
might have been accomplished, for enriching and im­
proving the Colony at large! 

Among our public measures, the lavish expenditure 
which has been spoken of, is however far from being a­
lone deserving of remark. The weakness and inefficacJ 
of some others, which professed to lltlve the advancement 
of the ,eneral prosperity fot" their object, can scarcely 
escape obsel'vation. 'l'hese have almost entirely con-' 
sisted in the gran ting of bounties ; whic~ is far from be­
ing ahvays tlbe most effectual mode, of stimulating in­
dustry and enterpri5e. One at least of those bounties­
that upon Salt-which wilJ be spoken of more fully 
hereafter, wa@ exclusively pocketed by a few, who did 
not require and should not have received it. It would 
be diffieult to !IIhew by a statement of facts, and unso­
phisticated reasoning, th.at it contributed in the slightest 
degree, to effect the ultImate purposes for which it W<:lS 

professed to be granted. That which was bestowed to 
encouragE; our Agricul~lJre, a.lthough it was received hy 
those for whose benefit It W3.S mtended ; Jet our continu­
al depenclance upo.n a neighbouring country for bread, 
~ufficiently shows, It has not been productive of the anti­
cipated improvement. 

In conformity with the course of investirration anlI 
remark~ ~hich ha~ been professed to be pursuoed in these 
~heets, It IS. nGW .tIl11e to ent~r separately and pointedly, 
mto a conslderatwn. of the different sources, from which 
the general prosperity of the Colony must be rieriveu . 
an~ to endeavour t,o point out and illustrate the means: 
which can most etlectually be emploved to extend and 
improve them. • 

It Heed icarcely be remarked, that? Agriculture and 



tommeree are two oftbe principal sources, of the wealth 
and prosperity of every civilized country. In this Pro­
vince; to theliie, tlaeFisheries must undoubtedly be added. 
Upon our improvements in these thr~e, but particularly 
in Agriculture, must our welfare be ever dependant. 

In treatin, of these subjects, the order 'n which they 
have been mentioned, (which is taken from their rela­
tive importance) will not be observed; because not in 
accordance with the couree ofinq uiry and remark, which 
it is conceived is the most regular and consistent herein 
to pursue; but our Commerce will fint be taken into 
consideration. 

What will be said respecting thiS subject; will gQ 
further to prove the advantages it has long continued to 
enjoy, than to show tbat under present circumstances, 
it requires any additional itimulation and assistance of 
a public description. 

. Commercial pursuits it has already been remarked, 
have acquired in the civilized world a preponderance 
even rather too FOlverful. The lust of gain so univer­
s<llly prevalent,and which these chiefly contribute to nour­
'sll and increase, threatens indeed to iwallow up almsst 
ever;! other lIentiment,and feeliog'. 

From an examination of the history of s&veral COlln ~ 
tries, ,vhidl have attaiRed great eminence in thes.e pur­
suits, it may be discovered, that they have very little 
tendency, to illustrate and improve, the nobler and more 
estima ble qualities of the human characler. If is curio 
bus to trace in that of the nation to which we belong ~ 
their progress; the di~rent opinions which at different 
!Ieriods have been entertained respectin, them, and the 

(i 
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effects they have produced upon sentiments and man­
ners. For many centuries after the earlier and more 
authentic records of its history, commercial employment!; 
were held in very little estimation; and they who pur­
sued them,were considered as scarcely ran king' abo\'e the 
lowest order of the people. The) have proA'rcl3sively 
increased in respedability and importance in the gener­
al opinion, and at prescnt ma!ntain the most prep?nder­
ating influence; anr! e\'en clauTI to be ranKed With the 
most learned and liberal professions. 

It were needless and unprofitable, here to inquire, 
with what clegree of propriety snch a claim is ad vanced. 
After all which may be asserted on every side; the true 
rule by which to jud(!;c of the distinction to which an.r 
profession or occupation ic; {'ntitled~ is, to conr;;ider how 
tal' its habits and the scenes in which it is usuallyexer­
ci-ied, are calculated to improve the ardour and ~<'nsihi~ 
lily of tile heart,and the vigour,the magnaminity,and th-e 
elevation of the mind. 

Those pursuits, it is true, have contrihuted to im­
prove the exterior of life : but it may very reasonably 
he doubted, whether their great prevalenrL~j lias tende(1. 
'(l augment the sum of human virtue und happiness. 

Every :otate of man, from th~t of rnriene,s clOd enn 
harbarism, to that of tIle utmost refinement ill manners 
,lI1d in arts, has its ad,'antages atlu defe~ts. In hi" rude 
Hnd artless condition, although deficient in those more 
gentle and insinuating qualities, which embellish, 01' g-ive 
a c~arm toso many of the scene? and o.cclIpatioll8 of life ; 
h~ li:i.r0ll~d to poss~ss th<;>se which. clllefly ennoble ond 
clgmfy hlS nature, III theIr fullest \'lO"our and extent. His 
rrincipal characteristics, are an ardent uevoterlneSls to 
the cause of his country, and a lervent and unshaken at­
tachment to hiil I,inured and his friends. To thesp;. lie 



elings through every "ieis;;itude ; and from the defenct' 
and protection of tll;=".~ in the hour of danger, no thrcalli 
{:an deter, no protrered rewards can allure him. 

In a state, in which hi" manners are highly polishQd 
:md refined through the extreme and long-continued in­
fluence of commercial pursuits, he is too frequently found 
to'be insidious,deceilful and base; ready to trample upon 
the right~ of other8, and to sacrifice the best fi!elings of 
hii> nature, to his a"araciolls and selfish desires. With 
him all atta{'hment to country, is now made to depend 
upon gain. Let him be deprived of this, no matter in 
what manner, and the tie is immediately severed. Se­
cure him in hi;; possessions, and he will readily acquiesce 
in any change which may be proposed. 

There always undoubtedly are many, engaged ill 
commercial PlJrsuit~, \\'ho are exceptions to these ob. 
servations: and whose integrity, patriotism, and liber­
ality of mind, the hahits oftbeir calling cannot corrupt; 
hut the description which has been given, on candid ex­
amination, will in general be found too correct. 

Those occupations, when pursued withiJl ordinary 
bounds, have certainly contributed much to the ease and 
the comfort of life, and been produdhe of many other 
beneficial effects. From them, many of the improvementi 

. made j:l society have wholly arisen: and on their model'· 
ate pursuit, does society itself in the present state of the 
civilizEd world, greatly depend for support. What hUFl 

lieio" been advanced nith respect to thelll, is meant merely 
to show the general tendency they have to engender and 
nourish that insatiable desire of gain, which lltads to ge­
neral con-uption; and to wealH~n that patriotism nnd 
publjc spirit, in which the strength and the safety ofa. 
people must ever chiefly consist. These are the fatal 
t,rfect> which are most to be guarded against. 



Of nIl the Murc:t"s, from which the improvement and 
Jlrosperity of !his Proviltce a~e to be derived, Comme~c(l 
is tilt! one, whIch has IOIlg enjoyed the greatest porhon 
of advanta~es ; and which at present stands the lea,;t in 
lJeed of being stimulated and encourag-ed by legislati\9 
tegulations. ]t is indeed that intereiitj which wherever 
it becomes firmly established, is most likely to make itl'i 
way good. Under free constitutions like ours, it re­
quires from Government little else than protection, and 
a careful watth, to prevent and suppress the frauds and 
mischiefs it is so likelJ to introduce. 

In this Prol'ince, an As::ociation has long since been 
formed, styling; itself a Committee for promoting the 
Trade, Fisheries, and Agriculture of the Colony. From 
wl.Jat has ever been done by this body to forward OUf 

Agricultllfe, it would b2 difficult to discover, why it re­
ceived any share of its notice. On taking however ano­
ther view of the su~ject, it may be discovered, that there 
were solid reasons for naming it; and i!1 truth, that there 
was not a little policy in the measure. With the excep­
tion of one individual, it is believcd that this commiU('e 
has e\'er heen solely composed, of per~ons en~a~ed and 
lnterested in trade. With the f\griculture of the Coun­
try, they do not concern themselves; and in general ap­
pear to care litHe about it. Aware however,that it must 
ever be re~arded by number», as one of the principal 
SOUl'ces of the p~o.sperity of the Colony, they thought 
proper to name It III the style of the ,\ssociation, judging 
prud<>ntly enough, ~hat an additional degme of weight 
R,od importance would he thereby atlill"c1ed to !itJek pllh­
he represcntatIOns as they might malw, ill behalf of the 
i~t~rest ~ftra:Je. Takin,g' into cons ideralion tile spirit (1f 
theIr edlmg, It I"as not mdeed to be expected, that they 
:~bould have been the fin,t, to make any?xcrtions for for­
warding our Ag'riculture; or that'they sllOuld have 
t1-:PIJ~~ht of it any fnrther,lhan it could be in"trullJental 
;'1 as,isting' their own particular schemes of aggrandize-
;:,,_,[cl, and profit. _ . 



Of all people in Society, traders may lea~t be expect~ 
iW, to do any thing out of the line of their own immedi­
ate advantage. Monopoly, anci exclusive possession and 
enjoyment, constitute indeed the very spirit of trade. 

In conrormit.r with this spirit, thfl aSGociation here 
spaken of, has e\'er displayed the utmost partiality and 
contractednes!il, in all its measures and views. These, 
have ever been solely directed to the benefit and increase 
or commercial pursu·its. For the advancement of these, 
it has not indeed manifested any degree of remissness; 
but on the contrary, has employed the ulmost exertions, 
to render their influence and predominance throughout 
the Province as powerful as possible; and to bf!ar down 
every interest, which could be supposed to militate ill 
the least with their particular benelit. 

In proofofthis, may be adduced the petitions and 
public representations, made and strenuousl.y urged h.Y 
this Committee, at different periods. The language of 
these, hafi uniformlJ been characteristic oftraders,-in­
(ent only upon forwarding thei.· own projects ofgain.­
Such representations, this committee has never failed h. 
put forward, whenever there was arty probability of their 
being attended with success: and they have ever been 
supported with a zeal and perseverance, and not unfre~ 
q llently even vehemence, which together with the ·par­
tiality of their nature, have liufficiently discovered the 
motives ~';hence they sprung. 

If this association had viewed our AiTiculture in a. 
ny other light, or thought of it fot· anJ other purpose, 
than what has been mentioned, with the influence it has 
ever possessed in our Legislature, and the weight and 
importance which its representations have in general 
borne, it certainly could have accomplished much, for 
the advancement and improvement of that firit and Illost 



valuable of our interests, J n the course of the long pc 
riod of time It has been in existence, it might assuredly 
through tht· ('xertion of that influence, and from earnest 
and perseYeril1g" endf'avollrs, have efi£·cted those result5, 
which ha'.-e recently heen accomplished tbrough the pa­
triotic and laudable exertions, of an Ilnknnwn indivi­
dual,-namely, the formation and r:~tab]jshment of 
.Agricultural Societies; and not only the excitement 
of a gPlJcral desire for improvements in husbandry, but 
the ditfuRion of information relati,'p to the most approv­
Nl and suitahlp Dwrles and sj't'tpms ofl:ulttlrp, Jt Illi~ht 
at Ip3st, "itlt the utmost farility and readiness, have in­
troduced into the C()lmtry, the m05t f'onvenient and suit­
etble implements of hU'lballdry, to/!cther with seed~ ofthe 
be.st qualities, anti the mos'l agreeable to our climatf';?nd 
the HHieties of our soil. Such efrect." were neVH pro~ 
cm'cd through the instrtmf'ntulity of that association, 
becau~e ~lIc.h I"xerlions and inOuf'nce ~"ere never em­
ploJed. 

The fj;,llieries, it j" true, l'll'\ being iftlmediately connecteu 
witIl the trade of the country, bave been treated of in 
~ome of the pllhlic representations and st;\tements made 
hy that association; but the regulations they have rl'o­
posed, have j;lVariably been calculated, to ensure the 
wlwle profit and advantage to the trader; and to 1ea\'e 
the fi-;iJr>rman to toil in Ihe same indi~ent and embarra~~­
ed condition, The rnenlOir upon the fi"heries, which 
w;]s "orne time ago p~Jblished by thi~ committee, bas 
l'olely for its o~icct,-the obtaining of a bounty upon 
nit, to f!;O directly to thp merchant importin;j; it; and e­
ye:: !;Cf'S !;O till\ '3" to (["''1I)l)ro"e of o-r:JIltioo' any bount\' , ,~., ~ - . 
,~!>:.;te'\"er, immediilk\y to the.ti,herman. . • 

Til t'1I.' !"t'PI':·scntatit)n,; mnde h tllis a~sociati()n.ha; 
I' c!,if'i\., h·r;·n 0\\ i!J!~, that rl-'~ulahowi hUH' been from 

:01.1' II: limp pr~'cribpd and e~tablj~hpJ, bo.th'by t!Je Pel­
". n( ,'Citl' ,)~:d ("iT cwo J.elii'ilatllrf'~ which alUH":lJgtl 



highly favorable to the trading interest, have not tended 
to place the prosperity of the Province at large, on a 
jrm and durable basis. Among several of this na­
ture, which might here be set forth, may even be men­
tioned, the measure but recently adopted, and which by 
some is so highly extolled ;-of allowing us a trade with 
the United States, more free and unrestricted than before 
was permitted. This subject, which certainly must be 
viewed by us all, as one of importance in its nature a.d 
t8ndency, and whicb will seriously affect either io ooe 
way 01' other the general interests and welfare of the 
Colony, sball presently receive a particular and pointtKl 
eonsideratioD. 

Notwithstanding all the advantages, which our com­
merce at present in reality enjo.ys, we still hear many 
among us engaged in its prosecution, complaining of the 
l'estrictions (comparatively trifling) under which it iii 
placed. It would appear from their language on many 
occasions, as though, they thought it but reasonable and 
proper,-that, the interest of the whole British Empire, 
together with that of all the rest of its coloni"s, should 
be made subservient to the trade of this Province alone, 
or rather, to their own particular and contracted desires 
and projects of gai n. 

On candid and libe-ral inquiry, it will be found, that 
the advantages they at present enjoy, are llumerOUi and 
illlportant. Many of these, have been granted by the 
Govel'OI.ent of the Parent State, and lIot a few by our 
.WIl Legislature. 

The former, has laid open every part of the Empire 
ihielf to our trade; and has not only made it free and 
unrestrained to most orits coloniei,but has for some time 
past, affonled to our intercourse with itiii'Vest-India 
PeiilissioDil, every stimulation and encoura,emeut, 



'Which could with cClnshtency or propriety be, granitu, 
With many foreign countri~s also, ,~e are pe.i·mitted tei 
('arry on trade, under certam regulatIOns, winch to pre­
sen'e the welfare of the Empire itself, it was necessary 
to impose. These, upon liberal and unprejudiced re~ 
flection, caniiot be considered as oppressive; Dor intIeed; 
as restraining in any seriOUB degre~, the advancement 
of our solid and permanent int6rest!l~ 

Even,undet the restrictions to which our trade witi: 
those countries is made subject~ we are enabled to obtain 
from thence, many articles at 11 much lower rate, than 
they can be procured for consumption, by our feUO\v. 
subjects in Great llri~ain. We aho enjoy a similar ad. 
vantage over them, In the use and enjoyment of many 
articles of foreign g-rowthand produce; and also ofma· 
ny productions of the colonies oCtLe Parent State, whicli 
we acq uire in a direct trade with the latter. There art" 
e\'eo, many articles of the manufacture of the United 
Kingdvm itself, which we have at much lower p rices~ 
than they can there be consumed. 

The extensive drawbacks allo~ved upon the expor­
tation from thence, to these colomes, of articleH which 
can be legally brought into them, secure to U~ tnelie im­
portant advantages; and prove, how h"uly solicitous the 
parent countr,v has ever been, 10 promote our prosperi~y. 
The duties which a~'e reta!l1~d upon such exportatioil, 
He indeed comparahvely tflftmg", It may be said that 
(he Lrawbucks thus allowed, are an advantage t~ the 
British exporting merchant,alld are intended for his be,. 
nefit; but t~lou.gh, such without doubt is the case, Jet 
surely the prlllcipai advantages are derived to us' as 
whatever might be the duties retained on the article; w~ 
SF the consumers would ultimately pay them. ' 

,11'1 th~iJ~ I,!olulltero also, we have long enjoyed a pr~ ... , 
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terence and advantage, in the supply of many article. of 
their growth and produce, to the United Kin,dom, of 
the same description-s with which it is fimvshed, from sea 
veral foreign countries. 'I'his, has been particularly the 
'case, with respect to the supply of timber, and lumber of 
various descriptions; of which such great quantities are 
yearly exported to it, from these colonies. On these, 
no duties worth mentioning are imposed, while those' 
which are paid upon the same articles, of the growth and 
manufacture of foreign countries, are very extensive. 
With such preference and encouragement, if our trade in 
those articles has not proved lucrative to all conceraed 
in its prosecution,and generally beneficial, the blame can 
eml,- rest with ourselves. 

The free and open trade, which has recently been 
'~uthorized and permitted, between the port of Halifax 
and certain foreign countrielii, as to many articles in which 
we c.ould not before trade with them in a direct manner, 
is obviously designed to benefit our commercial iI'lterest ; 
and doubtleslii will contribute to do iiO, in a considerable 
degree. 

Through this medium, we sha.ll greatly extend our 
market for many articles, of British and West-India pro­
duce and manufacture, by the supply of them to the peo­
ple oftbe United States; to a trade with which country; 
tbenct Qulhori2:in, th~t il\tercourse wa'l chiefly intended 
to apply. 

Our traders, and somf! other Classes among us; "ill 
liiso, without doubt, reap a similar advantage, with res o 

pect to some articles, whieh we can furnish from among 
ourselves, particularly gypsum, coal, and fish ofvariom; 
deseriptions. As to the latter article,bv the the increas­
~d demand which a supply to the people of those States 
will occasion, the prices will be 8nhanced~ which wiJIai o-

H 



sist and encourage our fishermen. If even the demand 
from that quarter, for this article, should be so very ex­
·tensive, as greatly to reduce its export to the West-In­
dies, and to turn the supply of it chiefly to those States, 
(which is not mlch to be apprehended) yet we tlhall be 
4ilnabled in its place, to supply tbe former with the flour 
and other articles, which we shall obtain in exchange 
from the latter. . 

SUdl, are some of the advantages which are likely 
to be derived to ollr trade, from the intercours6l thus al­
lowed; but many things will doubtless arise out of it, 
in iiome measure to countervail them, and even to injure 
that interel!Ot. Among several which may be readily 
thought of, these may be mt::ntioned ;-more extensi,·e 
facilities will be thereby afforded, to the introdu<!tion in­
to the Province, of ai,tides which are still of a contra­
band description; and of our circulating specie, (of the 
scarcity ofwIlich our mercantile people have fot' a (ew 
J':ears past so grievously complained,) we shall most like­
ly be drained more effectually than ever. 

If our trade with the people of the United Sta(e~ 
~'a(i as open and unrestrained upon the!r part, as it ha!! 
been made upon ours, we might expect to reap gr('uter 
benefit from it. Their commercial re~ulations, which 
ha\'e recently gone into operation, hy which we are pre­
yented from slJoplying them (lirectly in OUl' own ve~sels, 
with such artie,les as they mig-ht )'equir~, operate very 
powerfully against us, and debur our trading inter~st, of 
many advantages it would otherwise enjo) . 

In every "jew which can be tal,en of the subjtct it 
is on the othe,)' hand perfectly clear ;-tha~.' to the p;o­
pIe of those States, the greatest benefit \·;ul relmlt frolli 
the present trade and intercourse with them. 'Vitia 
their usual policy anct Iii"ltdshne&s) they ha\c by their re-



guiatiol1s just spol(en of, secur.ed the balance completely 
in ~heir favour, and indeed, can experience nothing but 
profit from the trade, should it he continued upon its 
pres.ent footing. They enjoy th.e sole carriage between 
these colonies and themselves, and while they have it ill 
their power to supply us, almost on th.eir own terms, 
with a surplns ofthcir own product~ and ma.nufitctures, 
they obtain from us tn exchange, not only those Bl'itish 
and Wefit·1 nelia goods they require, but some articles 
with which we can immediately furnish them; \)f which 
they i'tand greatly in need, and cannot so cheaply or con· 
vellientl), procure elsewhere. 

With respect to our Agricultu"l'al interests-many 
apprehend, and not without reason, that it will be very 
materially injured through the trade thus permitted.­
Whatever might have been the case of this Province, 
thirty years ago, or even at a later period, yet it may 
saJely be assel'ted, that it would have been· more to its 
real and permanent advantage, not to have had for ma­
ny of the last years,any intercourse whatever with tho!;e 
States. We should then have been thrown in arn'at 
measure, up 0 I'!. our own resourses ; and would have been 
under·the necessity of exercising more indu8try and eco­
nomy, and' of muking those e:<ertions, which, befOl'e this 
time, would have placed u,s 111 a itate of abundance and. 
prosperity. 

It surely, never can be· for the intered orany coun~ 
try, to remain ill a state of dependallce upon another for 
bread: yet \l'ilh us, unhappily,. such. has ever been the 
cuse. Under the local and relative circumstances or 
some countries) it may it is trl1e, be good poJir.y for them, 
to emi>loy nearly the whole of their lahour"iu those com· 
mercia} pursuit!>, manufacturel, or occnpa.tions, which 
will contribute most to th.,ir profit and adv.antage ; and 
to depend upon other countries, for some nrticlei they 
MflJ require. This, bowever, can never appl,., .,ith re~ 
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~peet to bread; nor indeed to I!!uch other article;, aH are. 
considered the chief necessaries of life. It mu .. t a1 ways 
be for the intere,st of every country, to withhold from all 
other pursuits, such a portion of its labour, as will be 
I'lufficient for procuring within itself, I!!uch a measure of 
these, and particubrly of bread, as rna] be required for 
itl!! own consumption, 

Our present trade with the people of the United 
States, it is much to be feared, will tend to continue n.~ 
in that state of dependance upon them, for flour and. 
grain of various deicriptions, under which we have so 
long unfortunately rewained. The ground of this ap­
prehension, is~ the facility with which those articles may 
now be pro€ured from thence, in the greatest abundance ; 
from which it is but too probable, we will be prevailed 
on to relax our exertions for obtaining among ourselves, 
a supply of them adequate to our wants. 8hould such 
be the case, it will for a variety of reasons be a sll~ject 
for much regret, more particularly, as proofs have re­
cently been 3fforded, of the excitement of a more gener­
al and zealous agricultural spirit; aod of a desire to ren­
der ourselves indepen~ent of e\'ery country, as to those 
articles of prime neccS!!ity. Every well-wisher to the 
country, will unite in the hope, that nothing may take 
place, to check in the slightest degree, the progress of a 
disposition so truly commendable, and which at pre!ent, 
it is of such seri@u8 importance, to encourage and con­
firm. A llumberofgood reasons might indeed be assign­
ed, why, it would be highly imprudent and impolitic in 
us, to permit it to subside in the slightest degree, but this 
one in particular should suffice ;-that it is much more 
than probable, that our'trade with the people of the Uni­
ted States, will not long be continued on its present foot­
in~; and that such ~ chan~e of ~ffain; may take place, 
WIth respect to our lIltercourse With them, that we may 
experience a greater difficulty in obtaining those articles 
from them, than we have eHr ),et found. 

J n w ha'lever point of view indeed, our presen t trade 
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with the people of tho~e StatJs clln be considered, it will 
appeal' to tend to tlte injury'ofQur Agricultural interest. 
There is Icarcely an article the produce of our hu!!ban~ 
dr" which they require from us, or with which we could 
supply them, even if such was the case; while. most of 
the articles of which we stand much in need, which we 
can legally procure from (hem, through the present chan­
nel of tude, we might in the course ora rew years, with 
an increas~ of industry, and some perseverance, procure 
among ourselves in sufficient abundance. Even with re­
spect to Plaister of Pari!;, of which we possess such very 
great quantitieEl, it is most likely, that we shall continue 
~o furnish them witb it, entil'ely through the present cord 
!'upt and unprofitable ~hannel. 

In another view which may he taken orthe subject, 
our trade' wita the people of that country, may prohably 
further operate to our general prejudice. Should it ap­
pear likely to continue for any length of time, under the 
present regulations, and be found very lucrative to those 
among us immediatel) engaged in its prosecution, such 
a number of persons may be induceJ to embark in it, and 
such a great portion of the labour of the country, may 
be taken up and employed in conducting it, (as was the 
.case with respet?t to our commercial pursuits during the 
Jate war) that very serious injury will thereby ensue to 
our agriculfnral interest. 

We have unfortunately,so long been aecl1stomed to 
"jew e\'erything relating to our general prosperity, 
through the medium of trallie, that too many among us 
have corne to consi,der, that nothing can operate to weak­
en or retard that prosperity, which tends to theadvance­
ment of that particular interest. So far from this being 
the case, it is undoubtedly true, and in theeourse of these. 
remarks, it is trustltd will be filufHciently made to ap­
pear, that the very extensive and succesllful prosecution 
ofcommercial pursui~e, which for a ~ong period of time, 



and until within a few yeal'8 pai't prevailed in this Prov. 
ince, by alluring a disproportionate part of our popula­
tion to engage in them, ~F; well as in several other re· 
spects, operated to retud the improv(!ment of our A g."i­
cultUl"e, and thereby ohiitructed the advancement of tile 
general welfare. 

Et'en our fishermen, who form such a numerous 
and valuable class, did !lot enjoy during t.hat period, 
advnntages e'Clual to ,vbat they since have posses81"(I, con­
t;equFllily their ~ituatioll, it will be found on inquiry, 
wag then, more indigent, dependant and embarrasfied" 
than even at present. 

It is true, it ig found in most in,.tanc~s, that as 
~omm€rci~l pursuits are extended, and ftourii>h and suc­
ceed, that tfte wealth Hnd welfare of the country atlarge, 
in which they al'e pursued, are also promoted, There 
are IDflny cases however, of their havin~ been long- and 
extensively prosecuted, without producing such effects; 
and without laying an,Y solid founnation, whereon to ~s· 
tabljsi: and advance the public prosperity. 

Upon extended and attentive con<;idcration, it 
would app£'ar, that tht"sf' pUl'!<uits ar.e more or less pro­
ductive of be Ileficia I ('tfect;:, ofa A'f'neral c1<,~cl'iption, and 
which HI' likely to remain durahle, a8the ;ll'ticles wita. 
which the), aI''" suppli<?d, and about which they are,oc­
mrpieo :nc ill a gn'atel' or lef;~er degree, the produce OT' 

!I1Cl!wt:'lrture cfthe country ~n which th£'y are COIH.lud-, 
<'ll. This it iF' concei,veJ llIay he tal,en, as a very fair 
rril('nol1, by which t,o estimate the real and permanent­
;l1J..untagcs tn he derived to a countl')', from the extc",­
~i\ E' pr(l~fcllji()n of commerce. 



try, and ill which its trade is conducted, are mostly of 
its own produce and manufactul'e, but particularly if 
tbey are chi.efly the products of its husbandry, itp! trade 
can scarcely be encouraged and pursued to too great a 
degree. While thi~ is extended, a proportionate increase 
of employment is aifot'ded to its labour at home, for the 
procuring of the products and Il~anufactures, with which 
to supply it. Ifeven tbe trade of such a countr,., should. 
experience a temporary stagnatio!l or decay, from nn 
-alteration in the general channels of commerce, or from 
a change in political affairs, yet still, from possessing­
within itselftbe means for :ilUpplyin" the absolute wants 
of its population, and from its general prosperity having 
been gradually advancing, its distresses and embarl'ass­
ments, will be less sever .. and Qxtensive, and of shorter 
continuance, than they would have been, if its trade had 
Iteen ofa ditferent description. 

In 8uch a country therefore a" Great-Britain, where 
1lI0st of the articles in which its tradc iii carried on, are 
its own manufactures and products, or those of its col­
onies ; and where agriculture is so highly esteemed, and 
so extensively and successfully pursued, commerce can· 
not flourish, without producing profitable effects upon 
.vel'Y other interest. 

OR the ether hand, if the trade on WHich a cOllntry 
is greatly dependant, and which it is extensi vel,. engag­
ed in pursuing is one, to which but few articles the pro­
lIuce of"it~usbanJry, or of home manufacture, are sup­
plied, but which chietly consists, in procuring from for­
eign countries, the chief means of su bsistencc for iii; po­
pulation, the general prosperity of that count)'.v, will 
seldom be raised ver~ high, and will always be insecure 
and precarious. Such a trade OiIay long continue 
fiourishing and successful, and ulany of thoee directl.r 
engaged in its pr05ecution, may O\·en amass much 
wealth, .. ut iO "oon as it !mff'eri allY deCrea&i or tempf)o 
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Tary suspension from a change of political affairs, or 
frolll any other cause, the extremes of general distress 
nnd ,d~spO'ndency will speedily eosue.-Not only so, 
but the duration of these unhappy effects, and the return 
of general abundance, will entirely depend upon the re­
turn of t.rade into its former profitable :.channels; to 
whatever period this may be delayed. The welfare of 
snch a country, will ever fluctuate with the fluctuationa 
of trade; and the events iJf a war, or the success of a 
fortunate 01" favorite rival, will presently reduee it f!'Oro 
a stat~ of abundance and rejoicing, to ~ne of bankruptcy 
orrum. 

It is upbn the internal improvement of a country, 
and the measure of the chiefnecessarif's of life, which it 
is made to supply to its population, that its solid welfare 
and happiness must ever depend. 

There probably never was a collntry, wh~re com­
llwrCe waR more ullconnected with husbandry, than it ha~ 
llith"rto been ill thi" colony; and where its success and 
advancement contribllted less to the promotion of gene~ 
ral prosperity. It has foIven been the case, as has alrea­
dy been in some ucgreeexplained, that the succeSR of this 
interest here, operated for a very considerable period of 
time, greatly to impede the Agricultural improvement 
oftbe country. This was chiefly owing to the nature of 
our trade,-which has hitherto been one,to which scarce­
IJ an article, the produce of our husbandry was supplied 
for exr()r~ation. The :~biltty to fu.mish for tbat pUt'pose, 
any considerable portIOn of artldes drawn from this 
!'oiHce, appeareu so difficult of attainment, and to lie at 
such a hopeless distance, that our mercantile people 
were led to disregard and to undervalue this interest. 
flod to eonsider their success in their pursUits as not at 
all depenoing upon its ~dva~cem.ent; ~nd coniequently 
the:y l'lllplflyeu tlO portIOn of their cupltal, and lIsed Of' 
l'xcrtions or inauence to promoto it. 
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. The trade at present carried on with the people of 
ahe United State~, IS of n:e very sam~ description; and 
it is too much to be feared, will produce the same inju~ 
.. ious effects with reg'ard to our Agricultural improve~ 
knent. 

It may very reasonably be doubted, \Vllether in an" 
tountry, (but particularly in one of very recent settle". 
ment) which doe;; not supply the chief means of sub"is· 
teHC~' for its population to a sufficient extent, any trade 
can be considered beneficial and profitable~ which raises 
the price of those means upon home consumption. 1'I1i3 
howeve,', in our case, has most assuredly already been 
~one,throllgh the trade of which we have been speakinO'. 
Although the advance in the prices of fish, which ha;e 
taken place through its operation, will certainly benefit 
our fishermen; yet sIlch great quantities of this article, 
are here consumed by tbe indigoent and laborious classes, 
who are not en~aged in .the fisheries, that with respect 
to them, such advance Will operate very much to coun& 
terbalance the advantag-es derived to the fishermen.­
With rega n.l to those articles of British and West India 
produce, which here are consumed, many of which may 
even be considered of prime necessity, the advance in 
their J,>rices which is likely to tal,e place, Hnd which in~ 
deed In the case of several of them ha!:! already taken 
plioce, t~roug'h ~h~ operation of. this trade, Illay a!so ~e 
placed m Opposition to the padlal advantages which It 
l8la,Y be admitted will flow from it. 

it has thus been attempted, to specify and illustrate 
the benefits; and disadvantages, we may probably exper­
ience from thi!; trade: and the observations which have 
been made with respr-ct to the laUm', go chiefly to show, 
that they can only arise from its long continued and 
extensi ve prosecution. • 

I 
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There are, it is true, many difl'el'e.lces of opinion 
on the I'ubject; son;c (',ncei\-iilg, that thi" tn,Hle '''ill o· 
perate greatly b promote 0111' g'€i1eral prospenty ; while 
9thers exe1aim, that it VI' ill prove t\1Q ruin of the Colon,Y. 
Neither extreme is \cry liIie to 'Ocelli'. It has already 
bf'en oilsen-ed, and may be repeated, that for a variety 
of rf'<lsons, it j;; not very probable, this trade will Ion/{ 
be continued, and if this opinion be considered well 
founded, tbere is not much foundation for very elevated 
110pes or expectations upon the olle hand, nor for very 
il@rious alarm or apprehension on the other. 

Hadng enumerated some of the advantage;, be­
stowed UpOIi our I'omrnerce hy the Parent State, it may 
110W he shown, that it has ever been hig-lIly favoured and 
encolll'3ged hy ourownLegislature, Such petitions and re­
presentations as lunc there been presented, in behalf of 
this interest, have ever met with ready antI attentive 
consideration, and the object sOllg::,t arter, has in gener­
al been granted. The influence it k,s e.ver maintained 
in that quarter, has indeed been suflicient, to insure lhe 
t'1:l'C('~" of almost any measure, which might there be 
propo,;eJ in its behalf. 

'Our laws, which rehte to OHI' eommerte, nre as free 
Hnd :IS liberal, as they could ..,alely or cOllsisttlltly be 
ll'ud? ;-Ibe dUlies impo~pd, Ila\Oe (~-vel' been as mo"del'. 
,lle as they '.\'(·11 cou]'l h,,\'e 1;'-('11, /tHin'!; r~spect to om' 
ahsolute wanls ;-anJ it c();l~it!Ploed ill un unprejudiced 
IlHlIIIlCr, must he admitted, to ~w,\"(: Il(?';'er been such, as 
<'Ily way seriously ~o clllbarr<ls., or i!,iure our trade. 
TI:;)~e, 'which "pore impo-;ed, 1'01' the IHi'rIJOSe of raibin'" 
I t" " t Ie m('an~ or SliPpOl'tHl~ u rei'islance n:r:tinst the hostile 
atla~ks_with\;hich w1e ,were llientH":d,"during the late 
hOSI~I'tH'R \"\ Itll the 1 ilIie,d ~~tates, were withdrawn, im. 
lIl{'cliately upon the termlllali"11 of the season of alarm. 
o\!uch better would it lu\\e h(,l'!l, a~ many will now be 
fOllnd to acknowledge; if those duties had been lon~el' 
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(ontinued. Th{)y would not in the least, ha ve restrain. 
eli orlessened the consumption of the articles on which 
they were imposed; and we should not hw\'e been obli­
ged to resort to, that extensive hlsue of paper curcney, 
which has since taken place, and through which, in re· 
alit,Y n'e hare a~ain. become deeply in debt. It is high­
I.Y probable, that for the purpose of discharging the debt 
thus incurred, and providing the means tor meeting the 
public supply indispensibly required, we shall ere long, 
be undei' the nccessity of imposing the very duties which. 
so were withdrawn, and at a period too when they ca n d 

l;lot so well be endured. 

Pursuillg the course of inquiry into aliI' domest ic 
policy, which it hm~ been designed herein to observe, 
the fisheries form the sul~ject, to v-.hich our attention 
may next be directed. Such a number of the inhabitants 
of this Provin~e, on every part 01 its coasts, are engag'ed 
in the prosecution of these, and our commerce is so inti­
mately connected with, and indeed so materially depen­
dant upon tbem, that they must certainly be considered 1 

as constituting one of the principal so urces from which 
we must seek. to derive our general prosperity. 

Whatever have been the cause:;;, certain it is, that 
few who have been immediately engaged in carrying 
them on, and have chiefly depended upon them for pro­
r.uring a livelihood, have eventually been enabled to 
improve their circllmstances, in ~ny extt"usive degree. 
It has been found upon attentive observation that far the, 
greater numbel', and indeed nearly the whole of them? 
have remained year after year, in peace as well- as in 
war, in the same indig-ent and embarrassed situation; 
constantly strnggling with difficulties and hardships, 
and at the termination of every season, in dread of he­
ing depri veil by importunate' creditors, of the ~lender 
portions of property they posses;.;ed. The amollnt orthe. 
~utfits, they are almost invariably under the necossitv 
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quently at very high prices, is gen~r.al.I'y .SiO great, that 
tbe whole profits of the season, It It IS even an or­
dinarily succeE'sful one, will scarcely discharge it; af· 
ter affordinga bare sub!'istence during.the time to them· 
selves and their families .. 'VlJatever have been tlu 
prices offish allowed by the merchant, the prices ofar· 
tic\es furnished by him to the fishel-man, have bE'en i~ 
.. uch correspondent proportion, as alway!! to keep the 
laUer, in the same needy and embarrassed situation. 

This, o(1ubtless, affOl'ds mntter lor serious; and at· 
tellti,·e consideration; and it is oftile hi:;l'h~~t impor· 
~ance, to illve~tigate the trlle' causes, to which the ne· 
cf's~itous condition of that numerous and valuable clas! 
vf people has been owing. An end"avour to that etfed 
will presently be made, and also to point oM, how alom 
jt is apprehe;};.:ed, their situation can be essentially im· 
pro,'cd. 

Our mercantile people, ha\"e attributed the sle-ondel 
profits acquired by the fishermen in pursuit of his oc­
cupation, in a great measure to the low prices offish, in 
the llwrkets to which it has in general been exported: 
in conf'cquence of which, they have not been enabled to 
allow those prices to the fisherman, which would enSUrE 

him a liberal profit. The prices in the 'Ve8t-Indies~ 
have it is true, at different periorls anel especially of late 
years been very low, owing to a variety of causes, which 
it is unnecef'sary here particularly to specify. Some 01 

ti:em,-as tl~c increase in the consumption of meat, iii 
liEl1 of o'ih, in that quarter oCthe world, had cammen. 
~ed their operation, previous to the commencement 01 
the present season of general peat:c and tranquility; but 
most 1)\', he'n h~l\'e si :'ce arisen; and indeed lJecessarily 
fc11,)wed the cessatinl1 of hostilities. . 

It willllot here be admitted however, that the re~. 
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110t at present in more independent and cornfortnhle cir­
cum1'tanres, It haR already been observed, and is a fact 
~vhich wi '\ sufficiently refl.lte such an argnmen f ;-that 
their re81 profits were not greater, nor their situation 
jn any de!.: fee more prosperou!! and comf01·table, during 
tho~e periods of (he late war, when they were receiving 
the hig-\;('~t priceR for their fish, thnn they have at other 
times beell, This, was owing to their outfits at those 
periods, having been correspondently expensive. 

'Ve mllst look in another CJ.uarter for the genuine 
~ause, and it will be found, where some have never 
thought it worth their "'hile to search for its existence~ 
and other.; from I!lOtives of self-interest, would not al~ 
low that it rei>tcd: it has been-the great neglect of 
Agriculture in thi~ Province, 3:qd OHf shameful depen­
dance upon othf'r countries for bread; wherehy the 
fisllerman al most cOfHlI.mtiy, but pa rticalarly during the 
former !lon-intercourse system adopted by,the United 
States, and the late war with that country, wag obli~ed 
to pav lor that :)rtic1p the mostextrava~ant prices, This 
snl~iect, will pres~nt1y ~e more fully treated of and ex­
plainelL 

It may here be remarked-that, whatevet' diffel'en~ 
ces of opinion ha ve prevailed,s;; to manytlOints relating 
to our fisheries. a thorough conviction, that they have for 
some tillle pa.: hp"11 ill a depressed state, and that the 
~ituation or the nshennan has been such as here describ­
ed, has without (!nllot universally existed. Public ex­
pedients have flt din'erent times been recommend~J Hlut 
adopted, to a;Y')rd them stimulation and assistance; but 
they all have entirel.V (ilileJ of producing those effects. 
They have been of such a nature, that their application 
may be compared,-.-:.to admini!'terin~ palliatives to a 
sicldy and {\i~(Jrdered body, and neglecting to apply the 
~ordial medicllle at hand, which alone could restor~ 
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health and vigour to the constitution. 'fhey have e-ft", 

tirely consisted-in granting of bounties of differen!: 
descriptious, at different periods: none of wlJich, unless: 
we may except that, which for a certain period existed 
on the "tonnage of ve!il~els engaged in the fisheries, opera­
ted ultimately to benefit the fisherman, whom they were 
professedly granted to encourage and assist; but wen~· 
all in one shape or other {Jocketed by the merchan t •. 

Of all the modes, by wllich any trade, manufacture,. 
or occupation, may be stimulated and assisted, that of 
granting a bounty, may for several n~asons be considet· ... 
ed as the least adviseahle; and !i!hould never be adopt­
ed, without very strong circumstances to justify it; and 
until it shall clearly appear, that the objects in view, can. 
in no other Wll: be efrected. 

lfnny maoufaclure is found unprofitable, any in­
vention, through the emptovment of which, a greater­
quantity of the article may be produced, with a smaller 
portion of labour, or the adoption of any other expedi­
pnt, which will operate either to enhance its value, or 
to reduc(~ the J:llH)\]remployed in its production, will. 
cause such mal1ufacture to n~vive an,l hecome profitable. 
Iftrlldp becomes lang·llid and unproductive of g-ain, the 
remo\'al of restrictions or the establishments of I'€ lTula-
1ions, tending- to facilitate al:d enlarge it, will pr;dllc6, 
~iillilar g'?od dr~ds" .By stich moues, a greater portion of 
Hl~!ustr.Y,Js e);cIIQ~ ~nd employed; and instead of any 
thlllg h('wg talien frf.'ll! the hoard of th.e Society at laro-e 
it is greatly enriched ami improved. • 0 ,. 

\Vitll regard to bounties,-an openinu is too com. 
111()!:h fOllnd for great frauds in obtainin: them' and. 
not I;ntrequenlly are they diverted irom tlleir intendeci 
('our,~, and never come to the hands of thm;e for who~e 
bt"IH'!ii t t lH'y were granted. lmtances might be ci teel,) 
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frem hibtories of the political economy (If s6Weral coun­
tries, and in particular of the one under whose govern .. 
ment and protection we are, of the existence of such 
frauds; and of large sums of money beiag taken from 
their public funds, in the shape of bounties) without in 
the least degree eifecting the purposes they were iotenda 
ed to answer. 

IndeppndenOy of these considerations, it mu~t al­
ways be remembered-that, the revenues ofa country, 
are in general derived from the contributions in one form 
or other, of every individual within it; and that, unless 
through the operation of the bounty, a return is made 
beyond its amount, the society can never become richl!r; 
admitting- that the whole of such return is received by 
the individuals belonging to it. If it fails in its opera­
tion of replacing such amount, by reason of itlS being em­
ployed in supporting any unprofitable trade or employ­
._ent; or any part of it, should in one shape or other, 
be received by strangers) the society indubitably must 
sustain a los~. It may therefore very safely be adopted 

• as a general fPu:'(irn-thut it can never be Hound policy in 
a country, to ~llpport by bounties, any trade, manufac­
ture, vr calling, which is likely to continue unprofitable. 

Jt ha!il been laid down hy many, who have written 
the most ably upon political economy; and can be shown 
to be well founded -that, there can scarcely arise more 
than twocases,in which it can be expedient or neces(';ary, 
to bes;tow a bounty upon an.Y trade or manufacture.­
The first, is-to establish and set a going, anyone which 
had no~ before been Oil foot in the country, the prosecu­
tion of \V hich, there is e\'ery reason to conludc, will 
prove generally bt-neficial, and which priYate means 
and exertion would not be sufficient to set forward; the 
other is-to Hssist in-keeping up or revi"ing, anyone in 
which a country has been extensively engaged,or where­
.11 from any circumstances, it is materially dependant; 
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and which is in a state of depression, from causes which 
there is e\ ery probability will soon be removed:. In al': 
most every other case which can be thought of, a bounty 
is unnecessary; and will only tend to diminish the pub o 

lie stod;. 

It is in ~elieral the best policy, to leave ever,V trade' 
tlnd occupation, to adjust itself to the wants, or the state 
of the country in which it is prosecuted; and to tina iti 
proper level and proportion. A sufficient portion oria­
bour, will naturally run into an) one which is found tli 
be profitable to those engaged in its prosecution; and 
to endea\'our by bQunties, and leg~slative regulations, ta 
lead it into one ofaconlrary description, can only tend 
to withdraw it from those pursuits which are produc., 
tive; and must assuredly prove injuriow; to the gener­
al interests of the socie t)'. 

Irany occnpation or cailing, which has been exten., 
5ively prosecuted in a country, and been found produc­
tive, l'uddf'1l1y ceases to he so,1'fom any cbange of af. 
fairs; and is li:,ely to continue unprofitble; the laboul" 
employed in it, will in general, soon direct itself into 
some other channel. Arg-ument, and advice may f .. e~ 
quently with advantage bB otlercd, to show the pnidellce 
and propriety of such change. J~egif;lative regulations, 
howe"er, should very cautiously be employed to effect 
it; and bounties) seldom a\'uii much for the purpose. 

If our fisheries WHC lih.ely to continue unprofitable 
an.a could onl~ be supported by bounties, it would cel'~ 
talllly be pI'udent and adviseablc, to draw off the labour 
which is eng~ged in,their prosecution, and employ it in 
other plIrsllIts, WhICh, would prove more productive. 
They are not however In such a desperate situation, at 
to render such a measure e,xpedient or req uisite. -More. 
ever, stich a gTeat proportlOn of the people of this Pro~ 
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\ince, ever have been, and from their local situationg~ 
'ever will be, in a great mea~;ure dependant upon them 
forsub~istence: that the~ will always be prosecuted toa 
vel)' considerable ex tent. Upon this account) and also 
considering how essential they are to the support of ou. 
commerce, it is expedient and politic, to afford them 
such stimulation and encourae-ement, as will render them 
tnore profi table, to those eng-aged in their prosecution. 

It will hereafter be sho-wn, that it is very possible 
to assist them, without taking" a shilling from our public 
funds. 1\S bounties, however, have been so frequ~JJtly 
resorted to, in this Province, that it ha~ becpme almost 
a matter of course to grant them, it may not be amiss, 
to !nake some observations upon those which have been 
heret:>fore bestowed wi th the, intention of encouraging 
.our fisheries; and also endeavour to show, if they must 
be made use offor that purpose, how they Jllay be appli~ 
ed the most beneficially. ' 

, •• I' . 

, The one, 111 hich has been the most strenuously tug': 
ed and recc o""encied by a certain class of OUI" mercan­
tile people, j,,- -a bounty upon the importation of Salt : 
which was an expedient devised by them some Yllars 
ago .. This, ~hey. have not failed ever since to damohlr 
loudly for obtaining, and whenever withheld to manifest 
the utmost disappointment, and even vexation", ,_ The 
motives, for th( ,,-xpression ot' ,ICI! teelinp will 8uffici:­
entlyappear, when the whole matter relatIve to that 
bounty, comes to be laid open and explained. 

, The persons allud~d to, as being thE: most strE!JiUG 
ous advocates of this measure, have invariably been 
found to be-theimportel"s of the article. By tlieir ve­
hement and confident assertions, of the great general 
t\dvantages to be derived from it; they have it iii true) 

,. It: 
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succeeded at time-s, in p~'ocuring to 'thei'rcndeavoul 
the assistance of some disillte-reRteJ, and in many reapec 
even very judicious per;:ons. 'fhese, however, have 01 

taken the trouble to satisfy thQmselves, from diligent ar 
uttentive inquiries of their own into the whole Fllhjeci 
but have been contented, to receive UpOD 'Credit, the a 
'sertions of those interested individuals. 

The arguments,if arguruents they can be 'calle 
''ivhich have been advanced in favour of this bounty, wi 
upon very slender examination be found to be com plea 
1y at val'iance with eacb other. One moment it is sai 
-that salt in gener:.!l bears such a low price here, th 
'no person can -affOl·d to import it withont a bounty tberl 
on; and j-ll the next-that, the fisherman is obliged I 
pay such a hiA'h price for it, that witloJoutone, he can nl 
vel' succeed ill his cailing, but mllst remain p,)or at 
dependant and that by allowinp; it, he will beenabh 
to nrocun~ tillS essential article at a lower rate. -'Boi 
the,:, arg,::,:wnts, cannot certainly hold good at the san 
time; and d' considered s<';'<lfCltely, in an impartial mal 
ner, it will be found that neither of them iii entitled I 

:.lily wei",ht. 

it may be well in the first. instance to understan 
for what price the itr:rN-or of it, hf'l'e resident, or tl 
owner II1;Great- Britain, "'ir a'lflJn; u dispose of it her 
so ~s to allow him a r~asonadlt: p,ufit. It is said, I 
those who are well acquuint.-c: \',:l!, the subject~ clDd 
c\'('~ ;JeJ",;tted oy many who fj.3 ",,:r.lIJ'<lble to the gran 
i~g of sucli a bounty--that, it lDav UP sold without 
10,,,, as l",v as, ten shillin,g-s per h')~shead; and th 
w hateve:: It '~rmgs above that price, may be conside 
cd a profit. . 

It will be admitted, that it ~'ould not be an ,ohie 
to employ a \'e~sel, to bring a cargo of it into the "1>1' 



v.i:nce, solelJ with a view to the profit to be received l~· 
pon the sale of it, unless there was.; almost a certainly, of 
i~s bc;! ring a price, much above that which has been, 
menLoned. This, however, iA not the mode upon which. 
we are obliged to depend, for obtaiping a sufficient sup­
P1.y of the article. We m list lool~ at the course and cir Q 

cumstances of our trade with Great-Britain, and in them 
\\ e shall1ind the greatest facilitie<;, aod even induce­
mcntR, to the introduction into the Province from thence, 
of such a supply of it at all times, as our c.onsumption 
(,:all be supposed to require. "Ve may also disc.ovel'~ 
tImt no great pront is indeed expected to be made UpOIll, 
the sale of It here; particularly by the British O\!ner, 

The principal port~ in the Province, into which fine, 
sal t i; imported or hrought from, Gre;, [. Britain, are­
Halifax, and Pictoll. ~\1ost 0f 1he vesseL, in which it is 
brought into the first mentioned port, ::Ire what are terrn­
ed, the regular tmdir:1! ... e~sels between tile two coun~ 
tries; and which bril;~ us the dry g'oolls, and other ar­
tj~les we ohtain from t 'a:- Ice ; and Oll board of which, 
salt is freq"uelltly laden in order to fill up the carg-o. 
Sometimes, even, a certain q Ilanti,ly o( it is taken in by 
"fay. of ballast.. ' 

Under those circumstances, it is not upon the sale 
of. this article. that the impol·ter here resident, mater­
illlly d~pendfl for a profit; but !~pon the sale ofuis dry 
goods and other artici""1; and it' he is to ship a return 
~argo,. oftimber or of any other description, (which is 
often the cas~) upon the sale ofthur, either here) or in 
the country to which it is to be supplied. He i .. 
under the "ecessit~ of procuring his suppl.y of Brit.­
lsh and Ea;;t India Goods from Gre&t-Britain; and 
i.ndeeJ the most of hi;; European comr'lOdities from the. 
same quarter; and w,.hiie be does so. he is generaIly en· 
~bled with the g-rcatest filcility and cumenience, thrtlugh. 
tile same channt,l, to obtain such a 8\tpply of ,>alt as h~ 
II!PY t,hiuk. r&:oper to or,d~r:" 
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The case is somewhat the same, with the (\wn"" , ' 
~llip" i,l for sale here, upon his own flCC',i1l1,'a",' ' 

Ir, he is eilher the owner or charfern (If th, '1", ."" 

poanI of wt.ich it is shipped, he d(:e" rid ':r;. l'ri f"...':: 
profits ~f th~ voyage, upon the price h.f' '.I~:'. ob:<; ,I) .. 
the salt in this country; but frf'qllentJ·- sLI!'" It, h('ca\,.~( 

h d . d j' • no at er out War car~n r.an ne pro~\\ re ; ,) iI '.I~ FailS-
fled ifhe receives a very triflin~' tlrhnn:'2 I.lPO!l It: bl1~~ 
it is 'upon the retu rn' ca"rgo, that he Cll; ': '.:>.2 ~8'3 to S"CiHe 

to himself those profits. 
~ , " ,. . . 

Besides those reg-Illar tr::lding vesRels, thoG are ;1.2," 

ny others arrive at tlw Port of Halifax from (r,"·' Bri­
~njn, during the course of the fh;hin~ ~pa~on>;: .... hich) 
either come consj~t)ed to merchants resident in f',lt FOft) 
to procure ~arg-o(";; of timber, :md otl,er productions ;,f 
the colon,Y, at some (,the l' port,;; in the Province; 01' if 
consigned to persons resident elsewhere, call at flalifax, 
to receive oruers where slIch carg'oes are to be taken in ;' 
or fIJI' other purposes,' Through this ,..hanllel also; the. 
merchants here, have it in their power, with the ~reatt'~t 
facility and' convenience, to obtain such supplies of s;,J t 
as the'y may from ti'me to time require. If It were not 
for this article, for which our fisheri(·!; afford such exten: 
si\'e demand and consumption, many of these vessels' 
would come out ill ballast. Acconiillg' to the present 
course !)f trade, it is frequentl,Y mor£> for t~le interest of. 
the merchant in Halifax, to take f;alt in payment for the 
return cargo which he is to furnish; than to receive it 
in bills ofe:\chan~;e,or in ally othermode. The sait,he 
in general obtains ilt a low rate; and commonly, is ena. 
bled to di;;pose of it with readiness, and at a vel'v hand ~ 
~ome a Ivance, ~o the fishermen, who resort" to tbe port 
cf ~,Glifax, from different p~ll-ts of the coasts of ~he Pro. 
vilire, ~lld from other p,laces to obt'ain their suppliPs or 
:fle <lrtl~l,e : thllS, maku'!g a p.rofi~ both upon tht: carg~ 
he furnlslles, and what he obta\lls In paJ~ent for l~. 



for obtaining this article in the greatest abundance, and 
Ilt the lowest prices. The great number of vessels, which 
~verJ year arrive ill that port from Great Britain, for 
rargoes of Hmber, (many of which too, are from that part 
ofil, where the salt is procured) puts it in the power of 
~he merchant in Ihat port, to procure almost monthly, 
from the ~!1ring of the .vear until late iA the autumn, 
'Yfhatever quantity of it he may Je~ire to have. Many 
of those carg(le~ of timber, either the merchants here for 
themselves, or their ag-t'nt~ for them in Great Britain, 
have contracted to fllrni,h, several months previous to 
the freighting, :)f on1er.ing- Olit of any vessels to receive 
thHrn: and "hen sc' con~'actilJg, they hav~ it in their 
pOY,'c!", to stl\"'''lale hi recpi\ing by those vessels the 
slIpplieic of Hu!r ~hf'y -,'af' ,·equire.· Frpql1cntl.v, indeed, 
those carqoe" rre hy express stipulation between th~ 
parties to be paill for ill this article. 

Great number" of fishermen resort to the port of 
PicLon aho, from arljaccn t parts of the coaRt of this Pro­
vince; and even from the Islands of Prince Edward 'and 
Cape Breton, to procllre their supplies of salt ; and for 
the reason" which have just beell stated, as uFplying to 
the merchants of Halifax in re~pect t~ this subject, it is 
also, much for the interef;t and convenience oftiiose res.i­
dent in the portofwhich we are'speaking, to take this 
article in payment for the timber they filrnish. The 
rish:, attending the taking of bilJsof exchange for those 
cargoes, from theIr having; been so frequentiy returned 
under prote!;t, and they to whom they Wf'r:e given even~ 
tually left withoutan'y payment whatever, inconsequence 
or intervening banluuptcies, or othel' causeR, together, 
with a consideration of the discount, which IS in general 
reqnired ill di~po~ing' of them here, induce many, and 
especially those, who are not posl'es&ed of extensive cap­
~tals, and have not long been engaged in this trade, to 
prefer taking in payment, salt and other ~ommodities. 

l\'fan.y vessels also arrire tn the last mentioned port, 
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seeking for cargoes. Some of these, bring out sqlt will!,; 
which to procure them; this beiJlg an article, which the. 
shippers of it obtain so low, that they can almostinvari~. 
abi} exchange it for the cal'goes they requite, ~o as to., 
IIlake the VOJage a more profitable Olle, thitll if they had: 
sefit flut the vei>iiels in ballest; which otherwise they, 
JlIUSt have done. 

Under all thoo;e circumstances, and with all th0, 
faciities, which exist for procuring- regular and arlequate, 
supplies of this article, can it be possible, that, tloere. 
is any necessity for allowing. a bounty to induce its.im o • 

portation? Accordillg to the mode of reasoning mnde. 
u~e of by 8ome, in support of thi$ mensure, the same nc'· 
('essity might be founel, for bestowing one, to favour t;lC 

i llirod nct ion of man V ,~rt ieles. of British ana West inl'ia 
produce and mnnufnctufc with which we are amply sup", 
pjieJ, and 011 which Julies a.re actually existing. 

The truth is-that in ~eneral, the demand for an'!' 
article, regulates the quantity of it in th~ market; a'.ld 
this again, fixe'l, and determines its price. If the ue· 
mand i. extensive, and there are no obstacles or Te.;tric­
tions in the way of its introduction, but it can with ia­
.:ility alld readiness be obtained, ill all countries ,\ here 
trade i,; understooJ, and pros{'ctlteo to .a.ny consid,~rc;iJe 
eJ.:t~Jlt, a sufficient Hupply of it will flow in as a nlaO",,· 0[-' 
counc, Traders, are not in g-eneral ,"0 blind to tileir 
own interests, nor so deficient 1n il.riul>trv ~n;d enter­
pri~~, as t~ O\'prlook 01' neglect any channel Qftrade in. 
t.heir power, through \, hich their L;lin ruay be increa3Pci, 
I t: on the other hand, the demand 1',,1" any article j,; "ery 
lial~ted; "ith equal rae.ilit~es a1.}d allv3nta~es tor pro~ 
~Urlog- It, tlte. snpply will In ~eneral be ill proportion ;. 
<lod SHch as wlil allow a profit to the person engaO'ed in, 
l.,ri!l!.:.:n~ it into the country and vending it. " 
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the impol'taticl1 ora greater quantity of any arti.cle, than 
the demand for consumption requireR, must undoubted· 
lybe considered a squandering of the revenues of the 
countrv; and seldom fails in the end, to injure the in­
'lerests 'evan of the individuals engaged in bl'inging such 
Rupedluous quantity into the market, Not only so, but 
it almost invariably occasion!! at s@llIe succeeding per­
iod, a corresponding scarcity of the article; and conss­
'quently a rise in its price. 

These, obsenations, are only meant to apply, tc) 
articles which ar" imported illto a country for its own 
1:onsumption. The saIDe regular proportions as to de­
mand and supply, cannot always be ltept up, with respect 
to those which are brought in, not only for that purpose 
hut also for exportation; and which are made the ob­
jects of barter, or commercial speculations with the peo­
ple of other countries. The continual fluctuations of 
trade, and the frequent alterations in the channels 
through which it is pursued, almost of necessity, pro­
duce fl uetuations also, ill the price of sllch articles in the 
!narket at home. 

But few cases can be imagined, in which there would 
be a necessity for granting a bounty, to favour the im­
porlation of such articles, if a trade to the country where 
they were to be procured,was open or permitted. Jt is not 
howen .. designed by a houn ty on ~mlt, to induce the in­
troduction of any quantity of it,£o1' the purpose of expor­
tation, and barter for other commodities in foreign mar. 
kets; but merely to procure a sufficient quantity for our 
own COlli> umption. 

In addition to the other circumstances which have 
heen mentioned, as favorable to our obtaining at all 
times adeq uate ilupplies of it, for lhe last mentioOfl:d pur. 
pose, WQ mOlit racollect-that, it iii in the parent countr!, 



so 
I ' ~. .. , .... 

that the fine salt is manufactllred, (of which kind we re"­
quire the greatest portion) and that both descriptions of 
the article, come to us free of any duty \vhatever. 

, But, l'ire are not at this time left to fo.rm an opinion'; 
as to the propriety, or impropriety of allowing sllch Ii 
bounty, merely upon theory and g'eJieral reasoning. 
Facts; alid expe'rience, have proved beyond all reason It· 
hIe doubt, the inutility and inefficacy of the measure, for 
the purposes it was professedly designed to accomplish. 
Upward" of twelve yearl. havenow eJapsed, sinc;e boun­
ties upon this article ,vete first allowed in. this Provincei 
during certain periods of which time, and in p:u,ticula,r 
for the three last years, nOlle have exi~ted; :lnll it will 
be found upon inq uiry, that salt has been as abun'dant 
and as cheap during those periods,as when the bounties 
were in operation, This, must be, and i~deed is admit­
ted, even by the ,advocates fdr grafitiog them; but they 
contend, that, thts has been owing, to the full expe~ta­
tions which they say were entertained, by the importers' 
Of shippers of the article, at the particular periorls of 
giving orders for itt; introduction, that the,bounties would 
be allowed. If,they had been granted fO'r any consid­
erable period of time tog-ethel', and thete was every rea .. 
son to conclude, that they would be continued, and con­
trary to sucii expectations, tliey were suddenly with­
drawn,this might have been partially the case,for the year 
immediately following such cessation; out \vhen it is re­
collected, that the bounties have always been limited in' 
their duration, to but one year; Hnd that three years ill 
succession have now elapsed, in which none have 'existed, 
that reason eanDot hold good. 

In another vi~w 'Yhich may be take~ of the, su~jed; 
the weakness and mefficac} of the bounties wblCh have 
heretofore been granted, in respect to brinO'ing :i great­
er quan,tity of thjs ar~icle ,into the country: tban would 
otherWise come iDte It, Will further ~p~ear. It is an 3:1''; 
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t'ide flO very subject to 'waste; and of which a quanta,­
amounting in value to but a moderate sum, occupies so 
much room, that not only the bounties wbich ha ve yet 
been aliowed,-but even much greater, could be no 'in­
ducement to any person, to introduce a greater quanti­
!Y of it into the market, than he would otherwise bring 
In. 

. To the~e considerations, must also be added-that, 
by incl'ea!;ing the quantity brought in, the priee would 
as a matter of course be reduced; and the expens;e of 
keeping such an article on hand for any length of time; 
being great, a speedy sale would in most easei', as a mat­
tel' of prudence, if 1I0t of necessity be resorted to; even 
at a 106s far exceeding the amount of the bounty receiv­
ed. 

As it is conceived, that it has now heen sufficientiy 
made to appear, that these bounties; would never hav'e 
the effeCt of bl'inging a greater quantity of the article 
into the countJ'y, than would oth~rwise come in, it may 
next be shown, that they have not tended in the least 
degree, to stimulate and encourage the fisheries; and 
generally speaking, have not been of the slightest bene­
fit to the fisherman. In order to elucidate this part of 
the suhject, it is necessary, briefly to mention the prin­
cipal regulations respecting a sale of the article, after its 
introduction into the country, which were required to 
he observed, in order to obtain the bounties which were 
formerly allowed. They were these ;-that, such sale 
should take place, after a few days public notice thereof 
-that it should be by public auction-and befote the 
article was taken out of the vessel in which it was im­
ported •. Now; the chief importations of it, have evet 
been in those seasuns, when the fishermen were mOit bu..; 
sily engaged in the pursuit of theh· calling; and conse­
quently but very few of them; have been in the pott; in­
to which any such importation was made, at the 
time ofany slkh sale. It has been usual taerefore, aad 

L 



lndeed almost the universal practice-for the impor't~f 
to procure some friend, or acquain tallce, to purchase in 
for him at such a sale, the whole quantit'y of the artlcJe, 
at just !;uch a rate, as would en title him to draw the 
-whole of the bounty allowed. ~everal instances of this 
kind of proceeding ha\'c occulTed, both in the port of 
Halifax, and in that of Pictou> (into which POtots as has 
already been stated, the chief importations of the article 
are Illade) : but patticularly in the tatter place, has the 
practice prevailed. Some of those instances, are very 
¥enerally known; and ha\e been publicl,Y pointed out, 
without any attempt being made at their denial. There 
is indeed good reason to believe, that7 there has heen 11 

very general understanding among the importers ofthis 
article, not to interfere with each other at such sales, in 
'.such a manner, that the bounty could not be obtained. 

A fter such purchasing i_, so as to make sure or the 
bounty, the owner or import~r, was at liberty to sell out 
the article to the fishermen, at Stich prices as he could 
procure tot' it: which, always, of COllrse, depended u­
pon the q uantit,Y of it in the market. 1 t has often been 
l,ilOW o-that, within Q very few days after such purcha­
sing in, large quantities of the very article, have been 
sold to the fisherman, by the importer, fer a price more 
than one halfbeyond thnt, which was fixed as the one, 
under wbieh alone, if the article was disposed of at such 
public sale, the bount,Y would be ailowed ; and genet'. 
ally, indeed, has the whole quantity, been sold to the 
same description ofpersons~ for pri{:es much above the 
one so established. 

};,'en, oftbe few fishermen who llUppened to be in 
the port, where any sucb sale was taking place; mao,Y of 
them had nO,t money at hand, to, procllre through that 
channel, theIr supply'of the article for the season; but 
~'el'e under the neca .. sity, of procuring it upon credit 
and 'consequently at a higher price, frolli tbe merchafl~ 
with whom they usually traeletl .. 



It surely was not the intention of the legislature, at 
dIe time of allowing the bounties upon this article, that, 
they should be received upon such as should be purcha­
sed in, in the manner , .. hich has ~een stated. It is pro­
baole) that then, it was not e\eD in its contemplation, 
that such a practice would be pur.ued'. 'rhe ~fi'ecti> in­
tended to be produced by t~lem, clearly. enoup:b appear, 
from the Act under which they were allowed. it was 
intended-that the fisherman 8hould be thereby enabled, 
to procure this article, so essential in his occupation) in 
sufficient quantities; !'lno at a lowel' price, than he would 
otherwise have to E~ive for it-and, that, tbe owner,'or 
importer of it for sale, should be secured in i;uch a price­
for it, upon a f~ir and absolute sale, as would shield him 
frolll a loss. Towards accomplishing the two first men­
tioned purposes, the m~asure ;s well known toha,-e been. 
altogetlJer un8vl)iljn~~ ; and for the latter, most undoubtq 
edly, it wa:; not ut all requisite. 

Somuch has been said, reopecting the bounties upon 
thi" article in particlllar, because they are those, which 
have been the most strenuollsly urged and recollimencl­
ed, by a great numb£.- of these among us who are engag­
ed in commercial PU,SllitIO ; and by all without excep­
tion, who are in the habit of importing it. These latter, 

. ha~'illg reaped the whole profit of the measure, we need 
n nt be smprised, at their vexation and regrets upon its 
lIIping relinquished; nor at their zealous and persever Q 

ing exertions to procure its revival. 

If, a bounty upon this article could be granted in. 
l'Iuch a manner, that, the fisherman would certainly ob-­
hin it, ut a price, lower by tbe amount of the hounty, 
t han he would haveto give for it-without one; it cer­
t ainlv wfluld often be proper, and ataH times beneficial 
to aliow it. This, however, it would be difficult, and 
indeed almest impossible tQ accomplish. 



Por the purpose of stimulating, and extending the 
pursuit of any tl'a';e or Occup!ltion, direct bOllntie~, are 
for many reasons far preferable to indirect ones. The 
gain, or aovanta!1;e to be received, f!'Om the former, is at 
once seen and understood; and in order to 8\"e1 1 its a­
mount, the porson engaged in such trade or oC<"lpa.tion, 
has only to increase his exertions; but the prl'fit to hQ 
derived fW1'1l those of the latter de,~cription, being re­
mote and often contingent ; and their oneration fre­
quently not being comprehended, or perceived, by infer .. 
jo~ or even ordinary ca~acities, they fail of producing the 
sl~mulus they were desIgned to etyect. . 

I~ therefore, Hlere is an abso1,ute necessity at pre .. 
sent, for affording public assistz.nce to our fisheries; and 
this can only be done by means of bounties; (which 
however is far t'rom being admitted tQ be the case) those 
bounties, would be more equitabl.f and beneficiallJ be­
stowed, either u!l0n the tomwge of the vessels employed 
in prosecuting the fisheries, or upon the fish itself, than 
ir.} any other. manner which has yet been pl'Oposed. By 
the fin,t mode--a more ~y.tensive prosecution of them 
would talie plnce,whercby a greater quantity of the arti­
cle would be obtained; and each of them, ,would stimu­
Jate industry, and encourage perseverance. Even, if' 
tIlf'y were productive of no other good effects, being 
given directly to the persons pursuing the occupation, 
they would at least contribute towards making up for an 
unsuccessful voyage, or an ~mprofitable sale of the 
ilrtic]e. 

It is not so lil.ely, either, that deceits, and imposj~ 
tions in obtaining the bount.v, would be practised under 
those modes to the extent that they were, and doubdes& 
again would be, nnder the one which has been so fully 
treated of. The persens, who would receive it under 
either of tho"e, are not in general so capable of forminQ' 
:;chemes and devices for accoOJpli~hing such imposition: 
~s they a.re" who obtained it under the other mode; th,; 
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habits of whose calling, enable them to acquire the utQ 
most dextllrity, in evading or rendering ineftect uallegi,,­
Jative regulations, 

There is no mode, howP\'er, by which Ollr fisberie~ 
can be so certainl,'!, so eHectnally,and pennanelltiy stim­
ulated and assisted as hy advancing the A~riculttJre of 
the country. It is by no means too milch to affirm-­
that, so long' as this remain'i in the feeble and neglected 
state, in which it has ever yet been, all the bOlmties 
which can be given to tht' fhheries, will nevel' aWard 
them any serious or permanent benefit. 

Agriculture, has in truth, a more extensive influ­
ence upon eyery occupation in society. with regard to its 
profitable pursuit, thun man, aro a,pt to imagine; anci 
than some, would be willing' to allow. It is upon the 
productions ofHle ground, that all trad~s and occupa­
tions in civilized society, chiefly depend for subsistence. 
According, therefore, to the ahundance. or the scarcity 
of these; btl!: particularly of corn, iO willllcarly every 
raIling and :!l1lployment in life, either prosper, or Ian­
(!uish ; and consequently, so will the whole society, be ei­
th~r wealthy and independant, 01' poor and embarrassed. 

From a number of callses which might be mention­
ed, bread, is more extensively used, by those among the 
fishermen who can at all ail'ord to purchase it, than al­
most any other article of su bsistence. Greater pro POI' • 

lions of it, indeed, are c('nSII med by them, than by most 
vther classes of persons. It fOJlOlTS therefore, of neces­
sity, thnt the price of this article mllst have a very pow~ 
erful eifect, with regard to their general success in their 
calling: and when we ~ome to rcflect, upon the prices 
our fishermen have hitherto bad to pay for it, we shall 
not be supprised. that, they are in general so indigent 
~!1d embal'raseed in their circumstances. 



By (ar Hie greater part of the population ofthiePr~­
l"ince, has alway s been dependant upon some other coun­
try for bread; and partit:ularly f01' a gTeat number or­
J'~ar!; pust, IIP()Il the U nitt::ci States or ~mer.ica.. This, 
in an e~pecial manner,. has been the r:.;.c2, wIth tboSE: a­
nlOng us ellg'a~et\ in the fisheries. Fo,' m~l'H' years !fl~,st, 
but j::1rticularly during the existence of thOEle restrictions· 
and prohibiti.on!;, which the government of those States 
thought fit to irnt>ose, with respect to any commerci~,}, 
intercourse between thpm,and G,oeat· Britain ana her· 
Colonies. and during the iate war with that country, the 
prices offloUi' ill this Pro\'ince, Wf:ll'e ex;ravna;an1i,r high; 
and illdeed (juite out of proportion with th()f,e of ,.:c,;t 
other articles. During thrJi:e period:;, the p'rice ('If a bar­
rel of wbeatf::11 flo-ur, sold by a trarter ill allY of the fish­
ing ports, or .>ettlemellt~, ~o :.i ucherman, may be 3Vt'I"­

a~~ed at sixteen doHal';' Thro\l::;ilOut 30111e !'pal:ions, it 
is wi'll knonn ti) have h;:,::,.) as ;J~uch as one lillHlh more;, 
but th" ar,'~:-,J"e :'i';,:-.. ioned) may he cpnsldered as a fait:­
one. 

The chief, and ir;rlef'd dmost tne whole imp.rta~_ 
tions of flour into the ProvincC'. which couid bf'~H.·Jt the 
fhhermen, hare heen 1lI;}(ie into the Port of Haiii;,x ;: 
from whence the tratin" in the difthl'!llt !1shing-~:~ttle-
1llent~ ail.ng our coasts, received from lime to lii~le, such: 
supplies of the articlc' as they required. From tbese· 
traders, the fishermen, Fxcen t !h()~e i~mediately in the 
\'icinit,Y oj that port, were obij;~,~J io rfO(,ure their flour: 
which, ~hllS, (,,\rile to them at a higher rate,than to most. 
t.:l1111:r Je~criptiofls of persons. 

Thr prices also of meat, and of those articles whichl 
are cnnf'iclered ;t~ ~ueCedaHel!mS for bread were ~enerailY' 
durin:! those periods, and inde~d until ~ithin less than­
two YI-;lrs pa,;!, correspondelltl) higb. This, indeed,. 
Wllll n""pect to the laUer description of articles, follow­
.. <.1 '-10 a 1ll<1 tter 0 fCG urse : for al though,theposition which, 
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bas heen so frequ{jntly, and soably laid down-that the 
price of corn is the standard bl' which that ofever,Y thin ... 
else is fixed and regulate;]; should nnt be admitted t~ 
its full extent; Jet. ;IS price does undoubtedly regulate 
that of every article, which is used as a succedaneum 
for it. 

Added to other embarrassments, uncler which the 
fisherman laboured-the supply of bread, and of other 
articles or subsistence, having from the circunlstancelil 
mentioned, been precarious and uncertain, he has ale 
ways been under the l1ecel:i.~ity of endeavouring to pro~ 
cure them in part, from such limited exertions as he had 
in his power tlJ :lIake in ,\gTicuitural occupations. Thus, 
llaving been obli!.;~d to riivide his attention, hetw'een too 
pursuits) dissimilar in t:H,ir 113~l\re~, and which it is for 
the interest of buth should be exclu:<ivl:'ly pursued by 

'different individual" he has failed of improving his cir-
Qumstances by either. 

FlOm all these consider~til)ns, it may appear, hOl .. 
much more effectually, our fi"'l"'i,,~ could be stimulated 
and extended, and thesitual i III oflhose en~a~ed in thair 
prosecution improved, bv e,I(",ura~in~ and promoting 
our Agriculture than In the allowance of public boun· 
ties. The advantage of this mode of encouraging them, 
may indeed be shownat once, in the form ofarilhmeti· 
<!al calculation; aDd -;0 as If) be plainly perceived, and 
understood,by the most ordinal'Y CllpaC!ty. Suppose for 
example,-a IIsherman and hi-; fart,il,~ to consume in the 
.course ofa year, but three betHels offlour, (which cere 
tainly is not a very large portion); if he could procure 
these, at the rate of ei!{ht dolla r~ per barrel, instead of 
the average price of sixteen, whicr. has heen mentioned, 
here, wou'ld be a savin~ at once of si\ pO!lnds; which, 
is within five shillings of the amount of lll(' bOllnt.~, he 
is at present entitled to receive, !.Ipon one hUll.red quill­
t;.tl~ of bb. 



1f our Agriculture was so far advanced, that fi6tfi 
it a sufficient portion of bread could be furnished, fQt 
the consumption of our ,vhole population., (which mud 
takt:j place before the prosperity ot' the Province can be 
said to be placed Oil a firm and durable foundation) there 
is every reason tn presume; that the price ora barrel of 
flour lVould not be ~l'eater than the lower one whieh has 
just been rl'leriti9ned. In one of our most populou& dis­
'tricts, and where; frOlli a number of cauies; Agricultural' 
pursuits have not arl'ived even at the slate of improve­
ment in which they ate found in some other parts of the 
l'ro\'inee, in year" of ordinai'y abundance, good wheaten 
flour, could be purchased by the hundred weig ht, as loW' 
as at that rate, 

By encouraging the fisheries in this mode, n greater 
portion of productive labour would also he put in mo­
tion, and kept constantly in exercise; arid a saving to. 
our puhlic funds would be effected, to the amount of 
thoRe large sums, which have almost annually, for a 
length of time pas:, been bestowed as hounti~s. Thos~ 
!lums, having been derived from duties upon articles or 
general consumption, may be considered, as having been 
accumlllated from taxes upon th e whole bddy of our po­
pulation. If, tIle nece~ity for raising them was super­
seded, the whole society would he so tar relieved from 
a burthen ; or if those duties should still he continued 
to their full extent; the sums so allowed heretofore; 
coul<J be applied to many othe.' purposes, which would 
contribute to the advancement of our general prosperity. 

It is now time to enter upon a full and particulat 
consideration, of the most important of all the subjects" 
proposed to be discllssed in these pages, The gl'eater 
part ot what has let been ad,'anced, has been n}el"t~h a 
!>pecification of the causes, which have hitherto preve'nt­
ed our rising' to a wealthy or flourishing condition. He 
,who wi~hes well ~o a country, performs but part of htil 
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~uty, and that too, the most invidiouf.; and unpleasani, 
oy pointin;.:- out the errors and defects with which It IS 

'Chargeable. I f, he would wish to escape the accusation, 
of hein~ querulous or male\'olent, he must proceed still 
further, and endeavour to find remedies lor the evili 
existillg; and explulIl how a state of Frosperity may b~ 
attained. 

It way safely he affirmed, that, with us, such a :iltate 
£un only be reached, through a dihgent and a!>sifluou .. 
attenlion to OllI' A!!ricultural illterest. To this impore 
fant sU~Ject, surely, IIOlle who art~ sincerely desirous of 
the welfare ofthe Colony can feel for a moment jndif.;. 
ierent. 

Upon taking an ext£mded and unprej udiced view, of 
the different sources on which the wealth and general 
prosperity of this Province must depend, it wi1i appeal' 
-that, a~ there is none which iii ofsuch vital importance 
as our /,griculture; so there is I1one, which has until 
'·ery lately been so greatly neglected, For thi:;, anUm­
be r of causes may be assigned, which will presently be 
treated of. In the mean time it may be observed, that 
the pllr;;uit of it, was too long and too generally con sid­
(,Ied of minor consequence towards promoting our gen­
eral welfare; and indeed, that it appeared to have been 
looked upon by many among us, a~ an occupation of 
rather all inferior, and deirading description. 

. If viewed however in a proper light, it must be con~ 
(essed, that there is no employ ment in life, which is more 
truly honorable, and which tends more directly, to en­
sure the jUilt independence, the comfort, ,and the happ~­
)Iess of man, It was the express appomtment of Ills 
Creator, that he ~h()u.ld pl;ocure the means of his s~bsiil~. 
ence by the cultivatIOn of the ground from which his 
lIody' wail talum. The earth was Dot appointid to vi~Jd ),( ~ 



him this subsistence, without any exertions on his part; 
on the contrary, he was commanded to seck it b.v the 
sweat ofhis brow, by his own bodily laboufli. In this in­
junction,the truly pious and enlightened,retlecting upon 
the many fatal passions, vices, an~ follies, t;o the po,,:er 
of which mankind are exposed, will recognize the dis­
pensationof an aU-wise, and a merciful Providence. 

In the most enlightened ftge!! of the world, and in 
many of the most might.V and celebrated States that ever 
flolirished, Agriculture has been esteemeJ the most hon­
orilble and laudable of occupations. Both in ancient 
ano modern times, the wisest and most ilJustrious char­
acter!!, have not onl) employed their talents in studies 
for its il'nprovement, but have not been ashamed, per­
sonall y, and acti "ely to engage in its pursuit. 

1'here is, also, no occupation, wlJich so powerfully 
leads to independence in every re~pect. The husband­
man in the cultivation of his fields, seeks the means of 
£ubsistence immediately from the bounty,and never {ail,­
ing goodness or his Creator, However poor, and even 
destitute he may be, at the commencement of his labours, 
yet when not unjustl), coerced, and oppre8sed by his fel­
low men, seldon} does he fail by the exercise of temper­
~mce, industry, and prudence to procure in the course of 
a few seasons,an ample supply for all his absolute wants. 
He is net required, as those in many othel' occupations 
in life almost ofnece5sitv are, to flatter, to gloss o\(,r, or 
to valliate, the vices, and follies of mUll kind, to minister 
directly to theil' vanities, to crouch benea~h thf'ir arbi­
trary dictates, or to submit to their whims 2lnd capricei. 
Under a free and equitable government, secured in th~ 
enjoyment o( hi5 'po~sessjoJls, the habits of his calling, 
tend not more to IIlvlgorate aud presene the hea lth of 
Ilis body, than to nourish and enlarg-e the freedom and 
independence of his mind, and to' fo!ltt~r the .est feelin,. 
and affections of bis hiart. 



'Vhatev~I' may be the fluctuations or changes, in aU 
~ther occupations ilL society, or in political relation~; 
and however extt'nsi"e -may be the distress thereby in­
troduced, lw need not look beyond his own fields for the 
absolute nece:>saries of life. As far as respects himself, 
and his own domestic circle, hiil sources of satistaction 
and enjoyment will conti,lIue the same. 

His occupation, also, tends much less than any 0-

the,', toen~ender and nourish those harrassing anxieties, 
pel"pJexities, and cares, which sadden and embitter so 
DIrtny of the scenes of this state of existence. Having 
dOIl~ his part for procuring the means of support, he 
1001.8 immediately to hi~ Creator, for his reward in their 
reg-lIlar and adequate supply, and is not left subject to 
those frauds, tho~e impositions, and that injustice, which 
are !lO g.reatlv dreaded in most other occupations; and 
through which, sueh numbers ha ve been suddenl) redu­
ced from a state of the greatest affluence and abundance, 
to the extremes of misery, and dependence. 

There is, also, no foundation, on wliich the real. 
wealth~ the independence, and the happiness of natioRs, 
4>an so. etrectually be raised, and can so securely and pera 

manently repose- as upon Agriculture.· This, indeed, 
follows as a matte.' of course, if what has just been advan a 

eed with respect to individuals pursuing that occupa­
tion, be correct a!ld well fotlndf:'d. The welfare ofa 
Stale, if ri~htiJ' con!'idered, will ever be found to depend 
UpOFI that of the members composing it. If ther>e, con­
liidered apart, enjoy abundance and happiness, the l'!tate 
they compose,'ma.y ver.' fairly be .!eoominated, wealthy, 
and nrosperous. On the other hand, with what proprie­
ty ca'n that country be ,.aid tobe truly independent, and 
flourishing, the intli virluah of which, depend upon a for­
eig'n quarter for the first neces§aries oflife, are oppresi­
ed with want, embarrilssed, and unhappy. 



All foundations, indeed, but this, for natrontll pro~~ 
'Perity, are insecure and precarious. Commerce, which 
in modern tiMe~,' is made rather too much the bu~ine!;F;. 
of nat ions, and which it wOllld appear, is considered h,Y 
great number!'!, as the only occupation worthy of pursuit, 
is constant Iv exposed to iluctuationR and "icissitudeiol, It 
follows therefore, of COUI se, that the couotn which is 
chieft,V dependant for its prosperity, IIpon thi,. suurcE',. 
can never be justly considered, as in a state of real, and 
lIo1id FPcurit,Y. A change in political relatiom;, restrie-. 
tions imposed upon tradf', or the e\'ellt" of a \VaT, will 
suddenly reduce such a country, frolll a state of pOWt'r'. 
abundance, and rejoicinc.;', to one of general weaknelis~ 
clistresl', anu despondency. . 

On the other h;lnd, a nati on in wi,j('h AgTicultllre 
1111 "0 ~xtensively pursued, a~ to alford all the absolute, 
means ofsub~istence to the indi,idllulR hel()ngin~ to it, 
jR not expo51"d to tho..:p ("'ils ; but ifcut ()fi't'rom all f(, .. o, 

eign intercourse~ may still remain prosperous and hap­
py. it is scarcely, indeed~ too much to affirm-that no 
country was ever yet for tiny great leng-th of timl', in­
variably and eminently prosperou~, ill which l\gricllltn~ 
nl pursuits were despised or neglected. 

Thil", may be exemplified, and proHrl, by tllP hi,· 
tories ofa numbpl' of nations, and cOlln~ries, buth in an­
cient andimodern times. Among the Romans, that am­
bitiolls and arbitrary people, who were almof't constaflt~ 
].v engaged in the mo~t formidable, and s:anguinan wars, 
t:lO~e pursuits, were from the first period of their ioitory, 
1leld il'l high estimation; and their mo~t celebrated char~ 
~~ctcrs, wf're often found actiycly f'mploved in aciyancin:;; 
them. Their improvement-; in J\~ric!'dture, kept pace 
with jhf'ir conquests ; ann wherev< r they eF;tabJisheu 
t:wir d"llIinion, thev caused the labour., ofibe field irll-, , 
r·l( .. ij"t~I'y to fluurish, To this cause, as milch as to the 
~: bill of their arms, or the nature of the governmePlt t~ef 



,eslablished, may be 8f:cribed, the acquiescence under 
their d"'llinion. of the COlllltl'ies they );uhju!{ated, and 
~he lflng cOlltinllf'd preservation of theconqllests the,Y 
made. It was liot until late in the decline of the mig'ht'y 
empIre they pstablished, that the mother of so many na­
tion", wa!'; herself made to depend upon rfllllote parts of 
hel' lel'l'it~'ries, tor the first neces~ary of life; and that 
she f'''!lletime!o"lIl1derwent, even the'horrors of famine. 
The j,c,'~l(('( of ll,jR most important of all occupation~, 
may hI' c("lsiriereci as rapidly acceleratin/! the downfal of 
that nli,~,,: v !.JrI.j clo~e cementen fabrie, which the wis. 
<.10m, and t:,:.' labours €If so many generaHom; had beeQ 
occupieJ in rearill~, . 

Even Carlhag-e, which was ~xtensively busied in 
~omrnerce, and which carried its pursuits, to a greatel' 
poi nt of perfection, than any other country of her time, 
hestowed upon ,\griculhlfe, particular and assiduous at­
tention, It is recorded, that in th", destruction of that 
city by its fixasperated and merciless rival, when every 
monument of its art, everv pther record, or memClrial of 
its science, were diligently !lought after, and destroyed. 
the \'aluable works it possessed upon ~-\I{riculture, were 
carefully prel'erved by that rival; who assiduously em~ 
ploved, the rich store ofinfonuation they contained, to 
advance its .own Imowledge of that honorable occupa-
tion, " 

In the hi~tM,v of many modern nation~, also, we 
may trace the important conseqlleoce~, of it careful at­
tentioll to extend and improve it. In Great-Britain, 
lhiR occupation haii for many ages past, been held in ve~' 
ry hig-h e8timalion; and has at tbis time arrived at ... 
s; tate of perfection, which probably was nevf'rsurpassed. 
j f, it had 110t heen, for an extensive, and unremitted ap­
plication to it" pursuit, hew deplorable woulJ often 
hare heen the situatton orthat counlry! In those peri­
ods of its history when aSRailed by the most formidable 
~or.1hinations of foes, 3!ld when its commercewai exch~-



oed (rom almost every part of the tontinent ot Europe-" 
Hit h 101 not ptls~essed within itself the chief means of 
subsi"j'~I,ce to a sufficient extent, all '.he extremes of 
di!ltress would have ensued to itlt ;;enplc, and the buI­
warli of fi'eedom lOu"t have tallenl.'l)l·ongh itf; atten­
tion to Agriculture, e\'en more th?-Tl throug-h il''; com­
merce, was that magnanimous country ~nHbJeci to .. up-. 
port tbose mighty fleets, and armies, which lately were-

. engaged in pre~erving its own indepeodence) and in re ... 
dressing the wrongs, and restoring the ft:eedolll of so ma ... 
n yother nations. 

It may aho very fairly be conelurled,th<lt the powep 
and the greatness of Fr'Ull«>, have always been princi­
pally owing to its extcm,j"p CUlti"Cltioll und pursuit 'Jf' 
the dilferent branches of hllsbandrv. Evell. unoer the-· 
most arbitrary and Oppft~s;.;i'\& syst'~ms of !!·overnment,. 
heavil) burthened with taxl:'s at one perioo, and itsc.om­
merce driven frolll the ocean at 8noth~r, throllg'h its at.­
tention to these, that conntry has almoRt eom;tnntly kept 
its vast population, sufficiently supplied with all the­
~hief neces5aries of lite. 

'We may now take a view of what has hee·n, and: 
~lill iR, thp'situation of~omeotllercollntries, ill \\'hidlo 
Ag-riclllture has been ne~lect~d; 01' from caU8es \\ i,icll 
will be melltioned has been bllt partially pHrRued, III 
Spain, although many pub of it are highly favoured by 
nature, extreme inattpntion to the tillCl~e of the grounn 
for procuring the ahf;olute means ofsllhsisteIlCf~, ha~ pre­
"!Iiled for a goreat len~th of time pa<;t; and the g-reClt 
improvements therein, which in modern time;; have heeTh 
maue,are there but little understood. Jlence) it is no­
kJriow', that the peasantry, and the lower orders ofpeo­
pIe in that COlllltry, are in a more impo\t'~ri8hed condi­
ti~JD: and e,en more deficient in intellectual improve­
IIICl't, than thOf;€ of most other cOllntries in Europe.­
'f\)';':e~-ing the lLo,;t extel18i\'e mines of gold and silver, 



and often prosecuting commerce to a very great ext~mt, 
yet, as a nation, it has still continued poor, and emb~r­
raBsed. It aft'ords, indeed, a striliing ('xample, that nQj­
the.' by the posset!!8ion of tho!i1e precioUi' metah, nor by 
the state of advancement in commercial pursuits, is real 
national wealth to be estimated. This must alwaYil en .. 
tirely deptmd upon agricultural illtplO·.-ements. 

The coloniei in the West Indie;, afford another in­
~tance of the unhappy and dependa:lt state ofa country, 
in which Ag-riculture i" not pursued to such an E'xtent, as 
to furuish tile chi·ef means of sub~istence to it!ll inhabi­
tanh;. Althoug'h, those colonies possess sneh exten~ivli7 
ilource~ of wealth, and supply a great portion of Ihe civ­
ilized worlcl, with such a variety of cum forts a ~ d luxu­
ries; and thoug'h such numbers there, riot jP affluence,. 
and uazzle with theil' splendour and mCl.'~l'liice!lce, yet 
they have allllost constantl.v been nl,' killti complaints, 
and dou\)tles8 not without teason, of the! r Wlt hei" J suf­
ficiently supplied with some of the chieflecessaries of 
life; and ha've even at certain periods, experienced som~ 
of the horrors of want. It is well known, that, they 
have always been greatly depbndant upon ol;ler couu­
tries for those neeessariell) and in phrticular for breado 

By reason thereof, they have ever been exposed t. 
all the consequences of fluc.tuati(}n~ in trade. Through 
a change ill political relations,restraints, or interdietion~ 
imposed upon commerce, 01' alteraliofls in its channels, 
preventing them from ohtainin~ regular and ample sup­
plies of those necessaries, 010 from the concurrence of 
causes, through which the prices of theil' productions 
have been lowered in the markets to which they were 
supplied, they have often been reduced within a short 
compass of time, from a state of abundance, and pros­
perity, to one ot real distress, and despo.~dency. A COUIl­

try in this situation, can never be said, to be truly weal­
.1IY; er to han itl prospel'it,y resting upon a solid and 



96 

Fermanent hasis. So frequent, and so exten~lve, wen' 
the distre!'.ses and emlmrras611lenls thf'y tormerly exper~ 
ienced, and so fully sensible dici they become of (he tru{; 
cause oftheUl; that, they have at length Ui5 rH well known 
resorted to the expedient, ofappropriatin,g' greater por­
tions of their landH thall they had previou;:;)y done: to the 
raising and procm'inlJ of those articles oftood, the mORt 
e~sentially requi"ite. 1n consequence oi'this, they havo 
latterly, in a great measure, prevented the fec urriJlcli 
of those evili; 

The Colony of l\'ewfollndl:lIld, has {'IeI' been milch 
in the ~ame prt'cariou" alia unlwppy condition. Jr not 
from natural j 1'1'0111 lIIany other causes \\ hid. mig'ltt be 
mentioned, it hn\:! ever been almo,,;t wholly dependant 
upon other countries fOl' all the means ()f subsistenCE: 
with the exception of the olle article which i" there pro­
cured ill such abundance. Having' re(!uired thol:i(' meam 
froOl foreig'u quarters, t~\'en more than the "'est Il1dieHi 
its situation, llai accordingl,v, bef'1I in gelleral 1Il0i'e elJl­
barra8~('d and unhappy than lheilt;. 1t j~ t rue, this co­
lony has afl'orded 311 l'xl~mi\c >,ource of \\'~allh, and 
been of ex trerne illlportance to G rca t· Sri ta in in Illall v 

re,;pects; and some ",itLill it, clIgag'ed in commer~i~l 
pursuits, ha\'e acquired lIlue!. \-eallli i but its inhabi­
tants in general, are indigent, and {:1Il!) ... na~sed. ~car(;e­
ly a seas 011 elapses in Gilt' period or (.[her, of "hich 
they do not €xpericilce extrclI,c haro;;;hips, and print­
{ions, from the want of some of the cbiefnece~saries of 
life, The pric{'s of thei;e, ha\'e in general, beell so enor­
mOilS, that they ha\e pre\ented tlle rrent hulk of th(Jse 
eng,age,d in thtt. pursuict> 1112re carried 00, frolll improvinl 
th~lr Clrcum:;l~.lC8S. 

The alOlo"t constant changes and \'ici~s.itudes in the 
commercial wurld, Ila\e eH'r ofJerated more Immediate­
ly upon tbe ~tate ol'this C,olon)" lhan upon allY (lllier, 
wh'cll bas cll1etlJ ueell (;W!I1g, to Iha state of ticpenJew','t 
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just mentioned, in which it has cOJ.lstantly stood. Tho!ie 
chun~es, it is true, in their direct operation, have most 
frequently been unfavorable to its prosperity; but it will 
he tiHinu upon proper investigation, that the numerOUii 
fitilUl'es in trade, and the extreme distresses and embar .. 
rasSl1Ients which have there been experienced, within 
some years past, as well as the general declining state, 
in which that colon,y may be considered as havinglatter­
ly been, have proceeded, more from the difficulties imdet· 
which it laboured, with respect to procuring the means 
of subsistence and the other articles indispensibly re­
quired for its use, and from the extravagant prices,which. 
from necessjty Wfire paid for them, than from all other 
tau.res. 

It is surely unnecessary, to a'clduce aby more instan­
aes, to show the ill consequences which a country must 
experience, from neg'lecting agricultural occupations, or 
from its not being adapted totheir pursuit. Volumes bave 
been wri[ten. and many more might b~ added, to prove, 
that, they only can confer, real wealth, and that' UpOIl 
them, the true and permanent prosperity and happiness 
gf nations, almost wholly depend. 

It ",,,ill appear, even lipon a brief examination of tile 
!'1l1~ject, tlult a variety ofcauseshaveconcllrred to retard 
they progress of Agricultural improvements in this Pro­
vince. Some of these, it is of importance to investigate~ 
and clearly to undeb.tand, before entel'ing upon a course 
of explaining, how that interest may be made to adQ 
vanc,e and to tlourish. 

If we would wt-"h tojudge rightly of human actions, 
lve should endeavour to, ascertain the true motives 
whence the proceed, and in 80 doing, sholild in all cases~ 
liut particularly in those whj~ relate to ounelves, deal 



with candour, and without any fear of allowing to thos4 
niotiversthe degree of influence they really possess. He, 
who looks merely at the surface of things, will alway~ 
remain deficient -iI'l that knowledge which is of the most 
truly valuable description-the knowledge of himself, 
and of his fellow creatures. it often becomes necessa­
ry for the politician, and man of business, as well a!ii the 
philosopher, to look closely into the dispoliition" of the 
human mind; and attentively to c('n~ider of the cir­
cumstances ten<ling to give these any particular direc­
tion. 

It will be found then upon proper in vestigatioTl, 
that, ene of the chief causes which have operated to 
1retard the a~ricultural improvement of this Province, 
has been-the extreme prevalence of commercial pur­
suits. These) for a great length of time, held forth <;uch 
numerous ad vantages, and f;uch prosp~ct" of the speedy 
acquisition of gain, that, numbers of persolls li'OIll the 
agricultural class, as well as from almost every other, 
rushed intothem with the utmost avidity. A still gTeat­
er number from the most laborious orders, were neces­
sarily drawn to assist in one way or another ill theil' 
prosecution. The great preval('nce of those pursuits, 
wa~ spoken of in a former part of these observations; 
and what has there been ad,,-anced, may be referred tOt 

towanls proving' the position just mentioned. 

It will also be founo tllat, by far the g-reater num­
ber, indeed, nearly all of those ill the III iddlillg', or in 
'what are called the better clas~es of society, who ha\'e 
eome into the country during a length of time past, came 
for purposes of trade; ano have been eng-aired in it;; 
prosecution. Nearly all of those, ',;'ho ha .. ~ hitlHTto 
cOIll.e h~re from other countries, for the purpose of en. 
gagmg In l':.griculLure, have been extremeh inliii"ent < 

d 
. . " tl , 

an . 10 gener~l were but very little sl{illed in tltat occu-
patIon. Their know ledge of it indeed) it may here I,. 



~:emarked, has not since he en materiall,Y improved; the 
causes of which will presently be explained. 

Of those, WllO came here as mentioned to prosecute 
trade, but ,-ery few have contributed their exertions, or 
done any thing whatever directly for the ad"ancement 
of our: A~Ticulture. It wotlld appear from their con­
Ollct, as thougb they considered themselves while. hel'e, 
in a state of exile or banishment. They have in gener­
al, seemed to care very little about the prosperity of the 
PI ovince ; but have merely attended to the advancement 
of the particular pursuits in which they were engaged; 
and more e8pecially to the acquisition ofindiviclual gain" 
For rtcquiring' this, they have indeed heen sufficiently 
attentive to employ all the means within their power .. 
and from time to time ::lS they obtained it, have been full 
as careful, to hasten it away to some other country. 
Thither~ after securing the amount, which probably they 
had limited themselves here to acquire, they have speed o 

ily followed, to consume or enjoy it. 

What nmnhers might heen named, who Jlave 
~tted in this manner, and who having amassed 1arire forA 
tunes within the Colony, have quilted it, with the de· 
e1ared intention of never returning. The6e persons~ 
may say in their justification, ifan)" justification is deem e 

",d requisite-that by such conduct, they have not com­
mitted any violation of the amor patrire, 'for that, they 
ne~/er professeci or entertained any attacluuellt to this 
COllntry, any farther than their own interest wasconcernD 
"d, It mav SJ.lrely then on the other hand be I'emarked­
that they ~lere not the persons who while here)were enD 
titled to the first degl'eeof consid.eration and attention .. 

If instead of thus quitting- the Pl'Ovince, they had 
l'emoved from the capital, to othel' parts of it, and had 
been satisfied, to enjoy the tnmquility, the mod~ration} 
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anil hnppinMs ofa fllrallife. and to endea\'olll' hy Ih~il' 
example, and influence, to improve and to forwflrd ollr 
Ag riculture; they would ha \'e efiected more for the 
promotion of our g-eneral prosperity, thnn could have 
been accomplished by all other means, Hthey had ~olle 
still further, and loaned out thllil' money judiciously to 
the farmers around them, who might have requil'ed it ; 
or had employed it immediately themselves, in makin~ 
Agricultural improvell1ent~, they would ha"e contribut­
ed yet more to the puhlic welfare; and through these 
means alone, the l>rovincf' would long ere this, ha,'e 
been in a highly prosperous state; and fluite independ­
ent of every otlwr cOllntry for mm;t of the chief nec~'~~a­
ries of life~ The exerti(;n~, and the example oft~l<)~€J 
persons, in forwal'lling- the r\~ricultllral (jr'(:upafi();I~ in 
which they themseheswere 'cng'ug-ed, would h~H'e ar')I1.~­
ed, and ~tim111ated those of interior mealls and ;OrOI".11a­
tiol1 around them; find tile g'enHa! extension and im­
provement of those occupations would ha \e followed of 
course. 

Having, however, from the first, hcen determjnef~ 
on quitting the country, 'as soon as they had acqni red 
1he limited portionsofwe<llth, it was not,to IH' expecteu, 
that they would have placed it Ollt upon intere~t here: 
or have suffered any part of it \~ hich they could ros;:i­
hly benr awny, to remain here after their c]eparturt'.­
The sole ol~ject of most of them, was, to drain the \i~.d'l 
of the colony as e/fectuullv ;JS they could, to ag'gT<lnrliZf:> 
and enrich themselves; and thp)' have but too extemj,e. 
ly, and too wofull) {or us, succeeded in doing it. 

Enn~ many of those in th" f'<lpilaJ, ,·,110 have grenn 
rich by their plln;uits, and are H,(i~tied to remain ill fhr' 
Province, continne in the ~ame place, either l;lYi~hing 
;!way their wealth in rounds or folly and dissipation 0" 

/lll\'in!~ placed it in the British funds, or in thoRe e\'e~ or 
!.he l'nited SlaleSl, "eep' lO care very little about the a~. 
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'faneement of our genel'al welfare. . A few of such pel'ft 
sons, it i<: tme, being of active di~po,itions, possess small 
fields about the capital; the cultivation of which, thE'Y 
appea~' to pursue chiefly for recreation and amusement; 
and about whidl, ttev are satisfied to expend as mudl 
money and labour, as would suffice for making and even 
highly improving extensive farms in many parts of the 
conntry, Whether such an expenditure of their money 
is judicious and prudf'nt, or not, is undoubtedly a mattei' 
entirely for t!leir own consideration; but in treating of 
the public welfare, it is allowable to remark, how much 
more effectually thislvould be promoted, by the employ. 
ment of the sums thus expended, in the cultivation of 
farm$; in the country, and by the residence of those per­
sons upon them, recommending by t\)eir example,indus q 

try and temperance to all who were around them. 

To such as are but modcl'ately acquainted with hu­
man nattlre, and the power of habit it will not however 
be matter of sIJrprize, that most of those who have ae· 
({uired wf>alth by their pursllit's in the capital have evel' 
preferred from inclination alone a residence there to a 
Ii Ie ill the cou n try. Courses of dissipation, of vani ty, 
and of frivolous amUf;ements, such as some of them IORI-{ 
and clol'lcly pursued, naturally engender a distaste and. 
an~rsioll to all rural occupations, and to the calm::les2 
lind moderation of virtuous retirement. 

I t may further be remarked, tllftt the pxtenBi,re pro­
secution of commer,cial ptll'suits in this Province, has 
1I0t Illprply been injuriolls to our Agriculture, by roason 
of such g-reat numbers of person having been directly 
engaf.,ec1 in conductinl;" them; hut has been even still 
more so, hy ellg-rossing .. a g-rea t portion of the most val u­
f1ble labour of the country, in pro\'iciing the mea~s for 
theil' prospcution, 01' otherwise as~isting them forward, 
1 n the greater part ofthe em,tern quarter of the Province, 
the flxtensive trnd .. in timber, has for a length of time 



ra~t employed the attention and lahour of almost aL 
descriptions of persons. The prospects of speedy gain, 
which it held f(lrth fur some year,;;, induced many, a~ 
we1l from the AgriclIltural class, as from nl:"ariy every 
(ltber, to abandon the (lcc!lpations which hp,fore the.Y had 
been engaged in pursuing, and to emplvy themselves as 
traoers,anu exporters ofthe article. N umhers of others, 
were employed at ali season!> of the ,year, either in man­
ufacturing the article, in carrying it to market, or in aSa 

~isting in its shipment. 

So general has heen, and still continues to he, the 
attention to that trade, in that part of the Province, 
that, even among the farmers in many e:den,ive settle­
ments, there are but H'r.y few indc(;d, who are not Qm­
ployed ahout it in vne ;ny or otllcr. Thi" d('"~ription 
of persons, even in the nlO'i1 l)rfC;O\l~; ii€"L~OIlS orthe year, 
-vhile they should t,e ('m;,l~)\ <,;1 in bf';~rip!.; Il~:mure to 
the-ir exhallsted hell!:" pl"lI;..:Lir:!~' and prpparillg' them 
for the seeJ, depositing it ill the parth, or in other j~g-ri­
cultural lnh(llll'S, ar(> anxiously watching tlIp ri!:'ing 0:' li, 

ri\Er, or "re husied in C(lnH',~iil~ their timher to the 
places where they h<ld agreed to doli~cr it to the trader~; 

!~"';'l2 enrp::2rl in this wav, m~ny of thrill haye no'~ 
lime to pr<'pJ;,:their ~r(',)md ill a TH'oper malllH'l' «11' 
l!.t· r<'crpli,:1l 0(' the seed, f'H~n jC !lIe." \H'r~' perri'~:IJ.;" 
~:,il!cd so to do, hut are oi:lii!nl to hurry it ill, and in­
.deed not IInireqll(·nllv. after the rrOIlf'r 'sf'a,.:on for ~,OW~ 
ing ~t is 01,..... This b~i'l;( ~ccom!;lj~h('rl) the if attenti·,n 
jsa~aifl immediar,,:y tnrn;:.; 10 !IwirtimLli'r\'II'~"l2:en1f'ntii, 
<It'iout whill. tJrcy {;<,'Il~ll;l!e !:l'~ t:.!,",:tt~1' p(;rliuo of their 
ltint' h'ctwf~!On tho<,c pcriolL.,:tt whwh tiw.', an' imperiousl] 
'llnliIJ"lI( d t .. th2 lahollr of !.':·~t:IPi'ing in tid' c!jlferent 
[Jr~'dtlcts vf thf'ir nr'lds. Aft,r thi!.; is wholb (ner, they 
ln0 :~I'''''r:dlv 1','I;:.,! to the S3me fa\oritf') alld itmay b·. 
<::;,\ too tr:d\', PYC:l filial f'11~::;~I'~lIPllts; (lnd ncg-lect,and 
':('(0;' t,,,d iHf';,J',,(;r'T1 of the so:] f(,;r t!w en~uj!!; seas'On, 
.~" :nc'l t:H~:\ ~·I:,'·!l'} tc'ke !~l;F~e. 
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This uescl'iption is not exaggel'ated, or ovel'dl'awn, 
:it is known from the personal observation of the author 
()f these remarks to be correct, and can be verified by 
numbers. 

With such impediments, and obstructions to its ex­
tension and improvement, and with so little attention 
bestowed upon it, how is it possible that Agriculture 
1'lhould flourish. It certainly has not in those settle­
ments, reached that improved, and prosperous -state, 
which might reasonabl)' have been expected, from the 
very considerable population they have for many year,. 
contained. 

The occupation ofa farmer, is one which demand" 
undivided, and assiduous attention, and which, pal'ticu q 

lady in young countries like this, aI1'ords him employ­
ment (or every season of the year, During the winter, 
his attention and Jahonr will he fully occtlpied,-in tht? 
-<:are of his cattle, and the different services essentiallv 
necessary to be attended to about his barn-yard-in pro­
'\ iding a sufficient portion of fuol for the rest of the ,Ycar 
in preparing, and conveying- to marl,et those products of 
his farm which he may have to dispose of,-repairing- and 
putting in order his implements of husbandr.r,-und ill 
a variety of other en~agelllents, to which thut season is 
appropi'iate, and w hick should not be allowed to break 
in UpOIl those more important occupations, which im­
periously require to be attended to at other times of the 
year. If, his farm i., but of recent formation, and he ilJ 
desirous ofexteneing it, by clearing any part in a wil­
derness !'tate, this, is also the seaiiJOn, in which he should 
be employed in felling the W(!oJ. 

At the first opening of the Spring, (which in thi!; 
Province is of such short Juration) hi" more active en· 
gagements should commence; and throughout this sea· 
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son, his utmost attelltion and industry should be kept 
constantly in exercise. The proper preparation of IIi:; 
grounds tor the reception of the different descriptions of 
seed, and the employment of dep()sitin~' them there; at 
the several periods at which skilful husbandry will sug-­
gest and require they should be sown, will keep him am~ 
ply and busily emplo)'€d~ during the whole of thiH sea .. 
son. Scarcely indeeu will it have passed,and that descrip. 
tion of seed which according to a regular course of' hus­
bandry should latest be sown, have been deposited in the' 
earth, before some of those, which witte earliest put in, 
will require IIi" attention and labour, to assist in Lring: o 

ing forward their growth. 

To his engagements of tlwt nature, H>I} spee-ciily 
~ucceed the labours of what may he termed the lir"t har-· 
,-est; alld frolll that period, until the whole ortllose 
products of his tields with wbich he has been blessed by 
the }.inciness of P\"(H idellce has been properly secured, 
the most active and lIllreoJittin,'; employ rueut is oflert'd 
for hi" time anti attention. -

The period which immerlialely fOl1oWH, aho pl'c­
sents its appropriate, und even not less important occu­
pations. 1t i" theil, tlwt be should again .. e,-jew hi,; 
fields; and exerci;;e his bkill, in a<sig-nill.(l· to each the 
particular mode of cullure tor the en~lIing:~eason, which 
may be best adapted to its ~tate; and his inJuiitrv, in 
p!oug'hing, or doing- whatever else about them, i_~Jthen 
l~roper to ~e d~r.t', to prepare them for underg-oing such 
future cultlvatwll. 

Nor let it be im3~ined, that the conr:,e ju-.;t pre~cri~ 
he~, would be [t!erely Ollf' of anxiety and dru-dg-ery, and 
;l.ulle U1:productl\e ?f an.v ~ra(i~icatioll or e)l.i~yment. 
1 hese, It would amplY bestow. ot the most O'enuwe and 

yatioaal description.' The t;~illd of the h~l'ibandHlan 
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pursuing SUell a diligent and assiduous GOUrie, would be 
actively employed, in collecting and lilloring up informa­
tion, in his art; in doing which, and in the execution of 
the experiments he would be led to make for enlarging 
that information, he would not fail to experience more 
sincere and extensive enjoy ments, than the idle and dis. 
solut'e eyer can know. 

It may la-·re with truth and propriety be relllarked­
that the general unskilfulnlll!!s dispJayed in agricultural 
occupations in this Pl'OvincCil, is more to be attributed to 
the attention of those engaged in them, having beeD 
greatly led off to other pursuits,than to any deficiency of 
means for acquiring information. Those means have 
always been sufficiently within the power of the greater 
number who might have wished to possess and employ 
them. 

It was tlJEi inclination for improvement that chiefly 
was wanting. Wherever this, is fully and warmly en­
gaged in any occupation or calling whatever, which is 
\·jgorously pursued, improvements therein almost in­
variably follow. Man, is ever prone to dCllvise, and to 
practice expedients, for extending his accommodation, 
or ad\antage, in every pursuit in which hQ feels serious­
Iv interested. The state of perfection to which any art 
01' manufacture has arrived, is merely, the result of the 
accumulation and assiduous employment of the disco­
veries and improvements of ingenious and dilig-ent men: 
most of whom, have been directly fwgaged in the !lrosfl­
(lution of the art, or calling, they laboured to improve. 

I f, we again turn OUf attention to the trade so ex­
tensively carried on in some of the eastern parts of the 
Province, and which has lately been spoken of, it may 
~e m ... de still more clearly to appear, how much more 

o 
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,advantage the fal'mers would have reaped, from aD un~ 
divided, and steady attention to their agricultural pure 
!mits, than from their labours in the manufacture of limo 
ber, A decisive proofofthig, may indeed be afiorded,b,. 
comparing the situations and circumstances of the per­
sons in general, whowere bn~aged in that way, and those 
of persons residing in the same., or contiguous settlee 

ment!! who 'Were not so engaged. 

It must be admitted, by tbose, who have had op­
portunities of judging for themselves on the subject, and 
lVill impartiall~ declare their opinion,-that, ot the far· 
mers in those places where timber has been manufactur­
ed to any great extent, those few, who have confined their 
atten tion entirely to hU!5bandry, enjoy more of the com­
forts, and COBveniencies oflife, and are also less invoh·· 
'cd in debt, than those who have been deeply engaged in 
manufacturing or trading in that article. However in­
digent, those of the former class were, at the commence­
ment of their agricultural labours, they have in genera I 
succeeded in progressively improving their circumstan .. 
·ces. Many ofsUGh persons, possess real, as well as per­
sonal property, to very coniiderable value; and can afQ 
.ford themselve. all those comforts, which a prudent and 
temperate husbandman can require. Nearly all ofthem~ 
indeed, have to every a ppearance, been enabled to rais!:' 
themselves quite above want. 

On tlle other hand, it is found, that~ they who have 
neglected their farms. and employed themselves exten­
sively in manufacturing- and disposing of timber, have 
almost univel'saHy become more and more impoverish­
ed, and embarrassed. Although, in ~ome ~easons, when 
the price o~ that a~ticle was very high, they probably 
s~cceeded m eifectmg a temporary improvement in their 
Clre L1mstances, yet the prospects of ultimate gain with 
which doubtless they then flartered themselves have 
sp~edil.v ~as~ed away, and they have become more deep­
ly Involved m debt, aBd mOHI jndi~ellt than ever. 
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The injurious effects of this trade upon our agricul .. 
tural class, will also further appear, on comparing the 
a.pparent situations and circumstances of the farmer!'; in 
the different settlements in that quarter of the Province, 
~al(iDg them in bodies. It is asserted by those who have 
had ample means and opportunities of obtaining the in­
formation,-that the farmers in an extensive settlement, 
lying immediately upon the shore of the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence, who generally speaking have neVf"r been en­
gaged in manufacturin: or vending timher, but ~ho have 
solely attended to the cultivation of their fields, taking 
them in a body, are far less involved in debt, and pos­
sess property of differe.nt descriptions to a greater ~alue, 
than the same class of persons in general, ill any of the 
contiguous settlements where large quantities of timber 
have been made. Many in the first ment~oned place, 
have indeed so much bettered their condition, that they 
not only possess abundance of aU the prin.cipal means 
of subsistence, but even have large sums of money in 
their possession, or out upon interest. The settlement 
they compose may almost be termed the granary of that 
part of the Province, such large quantiti~s of grain are 
there yearly produced.. . 

But the argliment in support of the superior adD 
vantages.of an undivided attention to Agriculture, may 
be made still stronger, by carrJing this rule of compar­
ison to a yetgreate.re~tent. If we look throughout the 
Province, we shall almost invariably find,-th.at, in those 
",ettlement~ and places., in which that occupation has 
been ex:dusively pursued, the inhabitants enjoy greatel' 
abundance, and are in ever.v respect more comfortable 
and independent in their circuIDlltances, than in those, 
where the}' have div.ided their attention between. th~.t 
~nd other pursuits.. 

It bas indeed beeR unfortunate, that, there has ai .. 
ways b~en some occupat~on or branch of trade, whicb 



lleld forth prospect!! of superior advantage, and which 
sened to prevent attention from being seriously and ex~ 
tensively appl ied to the improvement of t/.lis only cer· 
lain foundation for om' prosperity, While the trade in 
timber which has been spol{en of~ operated to its pre­
judice in one quarter, the Plaister of Paris trade, (which 
is still so extensively prosecuted from almoi!lt every part 
ofthe shores of the Bay of Fundy) did the sa.me through­
out most of the settlements there; and to compleat the 
,thole, the fisheries, which are followed by such a very 
great proportion I)f the inhahitants along near].v the 
whole coasts of the Province; had also the efrect of ob.­
Ittructing its extension ~llIdjlllprovement. 

'Vith respect to these l'l~i, it is f10t here intended to 
jnsinuate,that they our-ht to he wholly neglected,anulI.t-. 
tention and encouragement he soh·l.v hestowed uponl\g-. 
ricnltural pursuitf!; or that the labour of the country 
should be exclusirely applied to the latter, The fishe", 
ries, afe undoubtedly to be considered as one of the prino 
("ipal sources of our prosperity) and jf properly ellcou­
raged, might be made greatly to promote it ; but in sta­
ting and c.omparing the degrees of imp()rt~nce of the 
~everai sources from which our g-eneral welHtre is to he 
derived, and the means which should be employed to ad­
vance it, it is allowable to oh~erve, that jf fe"s lao 
bour and <lttentioll had been emplo,yed in tbe"le, and mor~ 
for tile advancement of l\gTiculture, thePl'ovi.ce at la q~c­
would at this time have been iii a more flourishing eO(lo 
clition. 

It may aho be obsf>r\'po, wilh respect to the timber­
trade,-that, it ha~ in ~eneral had a ,ery injurious ef­
fect upon the morals ot those who were extensirely eo· 
gag~d in manufacturing the article, and who chiefly de­
pended for their livelihood upon the traffic they carried 
r,1l in it with the traders and exporters. It'rom a num­
l'er ofrauses which might be ,mentioned, it has had a 
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powerful tendencJ to lead those persons into habits of 
indolence, iI1tempel'ance, and vice ,:'·f different r!,~crir­
tions, (11' to c~nfirm them thel'ein, and too true it IS, hali 
.ctually been productive of those evils, to a very fatal 
e~tent. 

On the other hand, it must undoubtedly be admit­
tert,-that there is scarcely any occupation or employ­
ment in Jife, which is mOl'e adverse to the formation or 
nourif'hment of those habits than Agriculture, nor which 
tends more directly to promote and encourage industry 
~nd temperance, and to strengben and improve all the 
moral qualities of men, 

Having said 80 mucl1 relative to the obstacles which 
have hitherto been in. the way of the advancement of 
this most important interest, 'it is now time to turn Ollr 
attention to the means which can the most effectually be 
employed for their removal, or reduction) and to invl~o­
rate and extend it. Even to I'l person hnt slightly ac­
qlJainted ",ith husbandry, 01' who hali bestowed but little 
:reflection upon the sultiect, it wiU be obvious, 'that np 
better measure can be adopted for eftecting those purpo­
ses, than the establishmeJ.1t of agricultural societies, H 
~~ one which has been employed with singularly good 
consequences in the country to which it js our happiness 
to b?long-; than which, we certainly can have no better 
fIlodel, for the .'egulation of nearly every part of our do­
Plest ic economy. 

It was intended by the ~uthol' of these remarks, to 
hn \'e here endeavoured fully to set forth and illustrata 
the numerous advantages to be deriv"d from the adop­
tion of I hi$ measure. but. in this be lws been most ably 
anticipated by the scientific and patriotic writer who has 
recentlv been affording such truly valuable iostt'uction 
VJpon tl;e whole subject to whic~ it relates. Through 
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the exarti0l18 of that writer, those locieties have already 
been formed in nearly every county and district of the 
Province; and it is fondly to be boped, and indeed may 
be very confidently expected, that their establishment 
will lead to the most happy results. 

From the funds which each will establish, such pre­
miums and bounties can be allowed, as will powerfully 
tend to arouse and stimulate industry, and to excite and 
keep in exercise a general spirit of emulation in all agri­
cultural improvements. With regard to such premiums,. 
it is with deference suggestlild, that taking into consider­
ation the infant state of Agricultu.re in the greater part 
of this Province, and the great inequality as to jmprove~ 
ments therein, in the condition of lands eY{'n in the same 
township or "ettlement, it would not he well to limit or 
<confine the allowance of them so greatly,that they should 
be e:xclusively bestowed for t he prod uctioTl of t he great~ 
est qmlDtity of grain from a certain portion of ]and,with~ 
out having regard to its quality, or its previous condi~ 
tion; for then, it would merely be always allowing them 
to those persons whose lands were naturally the mOf't 
fertile, or had been longest impro\'ed. If it is de;;ired 
to excite general emulation, it would pl'obably be .iu~ 
dicioll!> anJ adviseable, to bestow t:1em upon those, who 
cOl1'-idering the length of time their lands had been under 
impro\'enwllt, and the native qualitie>" {\f the s:·il, had 
exercised the greatest portion of skill in their cultiva· 
tion. 

'.l'h2 r.:embers of the Societies will he enabled in the 
tlour~e of each seasoll, from their (,Wn oh"el"vations and 
inquiries,to become ac:quainted with thoSQ circumstances 
as to l'IlI th" illlpro\'eu lands within their several districts, 
~nd e\en if the pxpre~sion may be permitted, to clas~iry 
them accordill~I'y; so that not only the opulent farmer, 
whose lands are highly fruitful by nature, and have long 
been earefully anti properly cui tivated, but also the. 
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poor but diligent one, whose farlD has been recently 
formed out of a wi lderness, and who has had to contend 
with a soil naturally stubborn and unyielding, may re~ 
'Cei VIi the reward of superior induitry and skill., , 

It is well known, that emulation or the desire to sur4 

pass, is one of the most powerful dispositions of the 
mind, anld is one among the few, which when pointed to 
·a laudable object, can never be too powerfully awakened 
or exercised; because, in such case, it can scarcely ever 
be productive of injurious effects. Even when the point 
in view is of very trifling importanc@, and cannot tend 
in the leait to the advancement of self.interest, a very 
slender matter will serve to excite and bear it forward, 
and induce men to employ very strenuous exertioDfi to 
procure its gratification. How much more strongly then 
should it be exen:ised, and how much greater exertions 
should be used, when the object to which they are direct· 
ed, will immediately and extensively advance, not only 
the public, but the private interest. 

It might be supposed upon fil"st view, that persua­
sions in such case would scarcely be necessar), yet such 
are the incongruities of the human chal'acter, aod such 
the incensistencie8 in the conduct of men, that it is not 
merely in matters which the most highly concern theil' 
present or eternal safety and happiness, that they are 
prone to commit the most fntal mistakes, but with all 
their pretended wisdom and self-sufficiency, as to every 
thing relating to their wordly interest, even for the ad­
vancement of this, thoy freq uently require to be showD 
what courltes they ought to pursu~. 

Upon this subject, it is true, as upon almost every 
ether ill which the prosperity or the happiness of the 
public, or of individuals is concerned, there are very 
fAitfilrent opiniollii entertainad. Wllila 50lue would leave 



men without either admonition, or advice, as to evet.,' 
thing relating to self interest, to follow those courses 
they would chuse for themselves. Others in the pride of 
self wisdom or arrogance~ would evcn employ the en~ 
gines of government or arbitrary power, to prescribe 
and establish those, which alone they should pursue to 
advanc~ it. I~xperiellce haii sufficiently pro\-'ed, that 
11either extreme can be ~afely adopted. 'rhe many 
lJave often yielded to the advice or the warnings of the 
few, and have been thereby induced to abtlnclon pursuits 
in which they were rapidly involving themselves in 
poverty or ruin and to beta"lie them-elves to the prose­
cution of others, through whkh their prospel'ity and 
:happiness have been firmly establi6hed. 

SUCil, it is trusted, and indeed fullv anticipatetl, will 
be the case among us, through the influence alld eXN­

tions oflhe Societies of which we have been speaking', 
The individuals composing tbem, will doublJes~ con­
sider it not morc a duty tbun a pleasure, to endeavoul' 
by their advice and example to arOllse £'rnuJation ill o· 
thers, and while thp.v seek to advance their own skill 
in their occupali"u, affurd l!>y it,;; as~iJuous exercise, the 
means of instructiun to those of inferior inf:Jrmation 
around them. 

Zealol1~ and patriotic, however, aR may be the Ja­
hours, and libe.ral as may be the contributions or the ill­
(li\iduals ofthe~e societIes, yet they (Bu .. t fail of afro rd· 
ill~: the full deg-ree ()f stimulation and €Ilcoura~ement, 
,vhich this ~uLject from its, ital importance ought to re­
(,f'i\e. It is the Legislature of the country, which has 
the disposition of its fundA, and the g-uard'ianship of its 
resources, and of every thin!!; reiatillg t,) the general 
welfare, that, we ha\'e a rig-ht to expe.ct, will put a 
finil>1hing hand t) the good work which has been iO hap­
pilJ be~un. I tis tru..,ted, and indeed may be confident. 
1.Y anticipated, that, a lii.position will there lte found, 
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cordiaiiy to unite for the adoption of all such measures, 
as may be requisite fvl' the complete organization, and 
for ensuring the duration of those societies; and that 
such liberal sums will be placed at their disposal, as will 
enable them to effect all the good they contemplate. 

There surely is no subject, which has such claims 
upon its attention, nor about which it can be so benefi­
cially employed. Too long, indeed, and too tatally has 
it been overlooked, or neglected; but a zeal, and an ar· 
dour respecting it, has at length been awakened, which 
surely will not less animate the Councils of the countrv, 
than the breasts of patriotic indil'iduals. • 

All party views and distinctions, if any such should 
arise, should be whully laid aside, for the consideration, 
and the advancement of an object of such primary im· 
portance, as our agricultural prosperity. It is wha~ the 
country has a right to expect, at this important crisis of 
public feeling, and not'vithstanding fail' appearances, it 
may even be said of political apprehension, from those 
who are so desirous of limiting us in the means of im­
proving the advantages we enjoy, and of ultimately ob­
taining their possession. 

However slender or limited the public revenues at 
present may be, .vet enough may surely be spared from 
them, to afford liberal encouragement to this primary 
source of our-prosperity : and unlilw the operation of 
many other measures, for the promotion of which large 
sums of money have been frequently bestowed, those 
which may be granted for this purpose,will very speedily 
be fully repaid. It is not too much to assert, that, there 
is no object which can be held in view, and fOi' the pro­
motion of which, any requisition may be made upon our 
resources, but what ought to be laid aside for the pre-

p 
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~ent, if it would at all interfere with the allowance of 
such liberal sums, as w ill be necessary to ensure the ad­
'iancement of this primary interest. 

It surely is unnecessary, to attempt a specificatioa 
of all the advanlages, whicll will result from placing at 
the disposal of the several societies the sums so allowed. 
To all who have taken the trouble to reflect upon. the 
subject, they must be sufficiently obvious. A few of 
them, howeve·r, may with propriety be mentioned.­
Through the means thu~ afforded, in addition to their 
own funds, each of them, but parti<!ularly the one estab­
lishecl in the capital, will be enabled to import into the 
country such implements of husbandry, as may be adapt­
ed to the state of improvement in· the several parts of it, 
as well as such seed as may De suited to our climate, 
and the great varieties of our soil. They will, also, be 
'thereby enabled, to extend their premiullls aud bounties 
uron production, and the exercise of superior industry 
and skill, and to b~stow that assistance and encourage­
ment to the emigration to the colony, ofa suitable des­
cription of persons, which has long been so imperiously 
required. 

This last, indeed, sheuld be viewed Ufo; a suhject en­
titled to the most seriolls and attentive considerati~ll, 
hecau;;e undoubtedly connected in the m;:st intimate 
manner, with the advancement of our general welfare.­
Such particular observations will presently be made Up'OR 
it, as its importance deFerves. 

Upon further inquiry into the means hy whidl our 
agTiculture may be benefited, it must be obvious, that, 
this! can \ery extensively and effectually be done,throllgh 
the improvement of our public roaJs. This mode of 
ell~ouragemel1t, has long '~ith1;reat judgment and pro­
prIety, en¥aged the attentIOn of our Legislature, an" 
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heen annually employed by it, with singular advant!lge~ 
Dot only to this interest, but through it, tt) eVQry otlieL' 
we possess. It is to be sure, a mode which at present 
has no novelty tQ recommend it, but its good eWects have 
been experienced, and are well understood; and there­
fore it cannot be too constantly.' borne in mind, nor too 
extensively employed .. 

Mud), however, as has been done in that way, it 
would have ?een still more judicious and advantageous, 
to have applIed to the same purpose, a great portion of 
those sums from the revenues of the country,which h~ve 
for ma·oy years past, been lavished upon objects un­
doubtedly of minor importance. The enormous aggre­
gate amount of the sums which have been-expended up­
an two of our public buiLdin~s, beyond what was requi­
site, or could be justified, considering the state and reo 
sourGes ofthecoul1trJ, would alone have nearly sufficed, 
to place most of the roads throughout the Province in a 
state in which they could be travelled with comfort and 
dispatch. Such an application of it, would also havs 
conduced to swell our population beyond its present a­
mount, and have advanced the colony in genenl, to it 
state, much above that in which at present it is found. 

It has been dearly evident, that in every part of 
the Province, as roads have been opened,or have becom~ 
more improved, population has increased, and more con· 
stant and extensive communications have immediately 
taken place, between the villages and settlements theJ 
~ef\'ed to connect, and also between these and the capi­
tal. Such ~ommunicatjons, have, indeed, within a few 
years past, been so greatly extended, that many articles 
of the growth and produce of the country, are now 
brough,t to the market in the capital, from places, from 
which. nOlle of the description ever before came, and 
with which, scarcely any intercourse by land, could un­
til la tely be had. It m.ust, indeed" be perfectly clea~) 
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that scarcely any ~realer benefit can be conferred upon 
the farmer, than affording- him roads, o\'er which he rwy 
with safety and convenience cnnvey his produce to mar­
ket. Without these, indeed, it is of little importance, 
what other advantages or encouragements are held (Jut 
to his llgriculturallabours. Ifresident in the midst of 
~n almost impeBdrable wilderness, he nla~ b)' his indus­
try, procure a sufficie{lt portion of the ah~ulute mean~ of 
:!Iubsistence for himself and his family, but in such case, 
be surely can have no stimulus or inducement to employ 
his efrorts for procuring any surplus quantity. 

In order still furthet' to insure till' advancement flf 
ollr 8!{ricultural intere~t, it is requisite, and indeed 
should be considered as an imperioll,! dUly, that, tho~e 
perso,,~ throughout the Province, "ho are placed ill the 
;)ig-her, or what are called the better orders in society, 
anJ \vho possess influence in the communities in which 
~hey reside, as well as sllperior information, should em­
plo} tho!>e acJHlBtages, for thp benefit orall around them 
in illferior situations, and nho may be wanting in skill. 
To the~e, they should ever be ready and forward, to im­
,Jart such advice and im;trllction in the art, as their own 
;escarchc:~, or experience may ennble them to give. It 
is, aho, thpir Juty, to employ all the llleans in their pow­
er, for I"': citiHI! a ~eneral ;;pirit of enlldal iOIl and indus­
try among- ::11 in their nej;~hb()lIrhO':r1, and constant!), 
to di~cuuragp, U!J(\ dis('ount('nan<.e, anJ strive for th~ 
"uppression of all idle and intemperate habits, 

r,) ucit more may be donr, by the united and unre­
'rittid' exertions of persons under tI:0:'8 Ruperior cir­
cumstanc[~ for the accompli:.,!.!>;( lit of c,uch desirable pur­
F'J"ps,thall nillil, are apt to illlagin o , Example, whether 
:,(-,.>,',.'1' evil. is c;rarccly P\'er \r III"'HI some degree of in~ 
{illfT(C and ellf'ct l 1pon thosf' h"i(lrf:- t' hom it is-exhibited. 
it if; aiwc:," S. !('C), wnst powerhi, ,', !Jen dir,played by tho!'e 
'~oo P0<SCS:; :':J ;'C lio\" informal ion and means. 'What~-



'('er may be !laid with regard to reformation antl amend­
ment, ,it is undoubte,dly true, that; it is among these, 
that vIce and corruptIOn, and all those evils which pro­
duce the miseries and the ruin of governments, and of 
Gountries, originate, and are carried to the g'reatest ex­
tent. Not only theil' opinions and mannilrs, but their 
vices and follies, are in ~eneral, too dosely imitated and 
pursued) by those in inferior situations within the sphere 
of their influence or example. 

After all which may be said, as to the slender por­
tion of skill which has heretofore been possellsed and ex­
ercised throughout the Province, in agricultural pur­
suits, it still will be found, that, the little progress the,Y 
ha\'e made, is more to be attributed to the causes which 
have been specified in s('me preceding pages, and ill 
particular to the habits which ha\'e been described, as 
too generally prevailing among those engaged in this 
occupation, than to any deficiency of skiJI, or the means 
of acquiring it. 

It is chiefly a reform in those habits that is required~ 
in order to cause this only certain source of our wealtb, 
and true independence to flourish. A rfi'formation of 
this nature, is indeed \'ery de!:!irable, and might with 
great propriety tal.e place, throughout most of the class­
es and descriptions ofp€rsons among us. Temp€rance, 
industry, and economy,invariably lead to happy results; 
while diHsipation, indolence, and extravagance, almost 
alway~, either sooner 01' later, end in poverty and dis­
tress. A close attention therefore should he given to 
the cnltivation of those estimable qualities; and they 
should be made the foundation of all our exertions to 
advance our prosperity. 

The Societies which ha,-elately been spoken of, w!ll 
undou btedly have a tendency, and it is to be hoped, WJll 



durably operate to check and diminish the powel' of those 
mischievous ha')its. If lInt permitted to have that sal­
utaryoperation and dYed, there will be much danger, 
oftlleir beiug regarded !llerelv as novelties for a time, 
and afterwards continuing to effect, in but a very limit­
ed degree,thosa highly beneficial results, whiehthey are 
so well calculated to produce. 

Emulation, tbey will undoubtedly fOl' some time; 
-very powerfu lIy excite; but, if this is not supported and 
accompanied by temperate habits) and the constant cul­
tivation ofa prevailin~ spirit ofindustr,Y, there will be_ 
much reason to apprehend, t hat it will undergo a decreasa 
llf'urly as rapid and as lIni versal as its rise. 

It is also indispensibly requisitt>, in onle-r to effect 
any extensive improvement in our agriculture, that those 
of our farmers who have hitherto permitted their atten­
tion and labour to be greatly engaged ill other pursuits, 
should immediately consent to 1 elin<Jui~h them; and 
should give their undivided and strenuous exertions to 
the cultivation of their fields. This course, they may 
be fully assured, they will have to adopt, before th~y can 
~ucceed in increasing their skill in the~r occupation, or, 
indeed, in generally improving theil' cinmmstances. 
Number>; of such persons, it is conceived, will be :able 
to satisf~ themselves on candid reficction, that if they 
had adopted it in an early period of their agricultural 
labours, and closely adhered to it, their situations in life 
would at this time have been hetter than they actually 
find them to be, It would be well worth the while of 
such of them as do not feel fully convinced on the suh· 
ject, to try for a few seasons together, how far ,"uch 
undivided attention to their farms, can he made to con· 
duce to their profit. This, they certainly may do, with· 
"ut incurring any risk or danger whatever. 

It ~c1rl!'!ll happens, that the mnn who busies himselt 
111 <l \ ,ll';dy of occupations, beomes a proficient in an.! 
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o.ne of the!ll; or ~e.r~ves from the whole, an! great por­
tIOn of gam. DIvIsIOn of labour, and the separation of 
arts and professions,are am~mg the principal causes ofin­
dividual aDd national wealth. Hence, among every en­
lightened and industrious people, such division and se­
paration are highly encouraged, and are constantly in­
creasing. It need scarcel.v be remarked,-that, there 
are even many distinctoccupations,which in consequence 
of their being divided into several branches or parts,and 
each of these being pursued by different individuals, are 
made highly profitable to all who are busied about them; 
when, if anyone person, had attempted to pursue the 
occupation throu,hout, he would have entirely failed of 
procuring even a livelihood. 

Agriculture, in this Province, is yet but in its infan­
«y, and so much is required to be done for its improve­
ment, that none who profess to follow it for a living, can 
have any time to spare for other occupations. They 
must watch and mark the progress of the seasons, and 
carefwlly and assiduouslJ employ the advantages they 
present. Above all, they must be attentive, to make 
full preparation in one "eason, for the approach of ano­
ther. Even, though industry should be greatly increas­
ed, and sober and regular habits should universally take 
place,-yet it is in vain to expect, if our husbandmen in 
one quarter of the Province, continue to employ a great 
portion of their time in the ID:lnufacture of timber, or 
carrying it to marl{et, and in other parts ofil, in pro­
secuting the fisheries, or in other occupations, thnt our 
husbandry can experience that improvement which is so 
greatly required; or tbat we can make ourselves inde­
pendent of other countries for the first necessary of life. 
These good consequences may be wished for and talked 
of, experiments m~y ~~ made, and even skill be inc~eas­
ed, agricultural SOCIeties may meet, may pass resolutIons, 
and assign premi urns and rewards; but, unl~s.s ~he gre~t 
aody of the persons who have thus been (hVldlllg ~helr 
attention, adopt a ciirrerent cO!1rse of con1uct, our situa­
tion in general will experience but little Improvement. 
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[t is necessary, that all instruction which is given, 
and skill lvhich is acquired, should be diligently and as­
siduously applied to practice, in order to tht'ir becoming 
either truly valuable or useful. 

In a new country like this, it is true, such a tho, 
rough dil'ision of labour, and separation of arts an~ pro­
fessions, cannot be effected, as are found in communitiefi 
which have long been established, and in which arts and 
manufar:tures are farther advallced; hut there certainly 
is no neces,ity, that the husbandman with liS, should be 
either a III an u facturer of timbel', a quarrier of plaister of 
paris, or a fi~herll!a.n. If all those who consider hus­
bandry as their proper occupation, were t@ give their at­
tention and labour solely to its pursuit, a sufficient por­
tion of our lablJur would s(jll be left, for the prosecution 
of commercial and all other elllployments. 

'We may now proceetl to tal{e a "iew of the s!Jl~j€ct ot 
emigra tion to the colony, which III ust lindon bted]'y be 
eonsir'l'l'ed as one of yery serious importance to our ag­
ricult mal interest, and indeed to every other we possess. 
Notwithstanding the very slender public encouragement 
it has hitherto received, and indeed the ,;everal circum­
stances which have operated to its prejudioe, it hus for 
several years past been very considerable to some uarts ot' 
the Province. . 

It is well known, that for se\'eral years past, it ha~ 
been flowing- in an Ullco[dnlonly extensive <legree, from 
thfi! old world to the new; and in particular, from the 
Br!tish Empire, to different parts of l\'orth America.­
It JS equally nelllwown, and mllst undoubtedly be mat­
terof regret, to all who wish well to these coionies,that, ' 
by far the greater number of the persons who are thus 
quitting the Empire, take up their residence under the 
government of the United Stateil. Even) many ot'lhem 
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;;\'ho have landed in this Province, after remaining a shorl 
time, have directed their course to that quarter. lfpro­
pm' means had been employed,anu thepublic encourap"e­
ment llelel fo."th, which llIi~ht so readily and ext('m,i';~ly 
have been gran.ted, . most of these, would Imdoubted]y 
have been retawed tn the colony. 

Upon a just and Ciandid comparison, of the advan­
tages which here are pOilsessed, with tbose wbich really 
exist in the countries under the government oftheUni­
ted Slates, to whid. those persous are resorting, it would 
appear truly surprising, that they have given the prefer­
ence to the laHer. Not only in a political view but witll 
respect to natural and other ad vantages, taking the 
whole of them together, this colony has a decided su­
l>eriority OVQr thelll. 

It is true, those countrjes have by some been highly 
ax tolled, and the advantages they really posses8, have {If 
late been displayed in the most alluring" and conspicuo~,s 
light; and UlallY have been assig'ned to them j which c"r­
tainlv are not there to be found; while, thp numerous 
disadvantages, inconvenien{:es, and privationA, both of 
a natural and political description, which mtl~t be en .. 
~ountered or borne, under a residence there, have been 
as carefully kept out of sight. We must recollee t, how­
~ver, that, those who have indulged themselves in such 
extravatrant praises oftbose countries, have either been 
$ubjects

O 
of the United States, entertaining the utmost 

hostility against Great-Britain, and these Colonies~ Ot' 

persons who have renounced their allegiance to the 
British government, and who bear an equal degree of 
<lllimosity against it. 

In 0ppoiition to those splendid, but unfaithful de­
tcriptions, may be produced the candid and ingenuous 

Q 



confessionf;, of several who have visited tho~6 tountries; 
of the falsity of the accounts Wllich had been given them. 
oftlie advantag'es they possessed, and of tbe sad disap .. 
]Jointment of [he hopes, and highly wrought expecta­
tions, 'rhich they had in consequence been led to enter· 
*ain. To these, may also be added, the complaints to 
the same effect, which, notwithstal1l1ing a wish to l'epres~ 
them, have occasionally broke forth ti'om some who ha­
ving once taken up their residence there, were under 
the necesf'ity of remaining, 'coupled with th~ir regrets, 
for having ever aballdoned the c0untries and govern­
ments to which they Imd previollsly belonged. 

If, they were ol1'ly the di sloyal and turbulent, who 
were tlllls leaving the British empire, and bending their 
course to those countries; their departure, and their 
forbearing to settle in these Colonies, might be consid­
€I"ed as most favourable events. There are, however, 
great numbers of loyal and valuable sul~jects among 
them, who from the pre!'snrf' of taxes, from lIot haying 
l)cell able to procu're sufficient employment to afford R 

maintenance lor themselves and their families,ol' from a 
variety of other g',od and j Jstifiable ~ause~, l:Ire ahandon .. 
lng- with sorrow and reluctance, the countries of their 
birth, ano the institutivns they had lon~ been accustom a 

ed to love and revere. 

If these w«re sufficiently apprised, o(the numerOla 
natural advantages, of the mild and equitable nature 
of the government, of t he freedom, the exemption from 
taxe~, and the lllaJ~y other blessings, which here are en­
joyed; and if 5uch facilities, and public assistance to 
their settlement on the unimproved lanus of the coun .. 
try, were ntfllrded and held forth to their notice,as might 
very readily be gra~lted, great numbers of them woult! 
unuoubtedly be found to take up their residence here. 

Itcertainly is an ohjec~ of primary importJ.nce, not 



.only fOl' the purpose of increasing the pl1ysical force or 
the Colony to defend i~ in thl' hour of'dangel', but for a 
\'ariety of others, immmediately connecred with the ad .. 
\'allCement u:' ib general welfare, to encourage and pro-

.• cun~:-t .• lOre extensi\'e emigration hither, of the most 
OlctiYe and laborious description of persons. 

It is not merely by the application of industry and 
Ikill in the cultivation oflands already under improve~ 
ment, that we must seek to procure a portion of bread,. 
and of the other chief means of sub:oistence, fully ade­
(Iuate to our consumption. In several of our counties, 
jt is requi:,;ite lor the purpose, that, the forests should be 
more ex tensi vely cleared, and that an additioH shoul61 be. 
made to the number of those who are occupied in hUll­

Lmndry, 

In some places, tha price oflabour being high, ow­
ing in some degree to the scarcity of lahourers, and their 
bein~ chiefly taken IlP in other pursuits, it is desirable, 
that an increase ill the number of these, should also take 
place. This, would tend directly to the:advantage of' 
the farmtill', as the rate of wageil would be thereby redu­
ced. The very extravagant pric~ of labour, which un­
til lately prevailed throughout the Provioee, and which I 

still e~ists in some parts of it, may, indeed, he consider­
ed as olle oi th.e chi,ef obstructions to.the advancement of 
QUI' Agriculture. 

ReCore entering upo. a statement and explanatioll. 
of the means, which it is conceived should be employed, 
for increasing emigration hither, it may not be ami5s, to 
inquire into the causes, which have heretofore operated 
tn discourag'e and restrict it, and to prevent a more ex­
tensi \'c settlement and improv.ement of the land~ of the 
-If' . .l\1'OVl nee. 



To tlao oe, who have long been resident in the Colq 
ony, or 11a\e been able to inform themselves of its af~ 
fairs, and the measures pursued, during ~ome former' 
administrations of itE' government, it must be obvious, 
that, the principal cause, lias been,-the fatal practice 
'which prevailed durin,~ those periods, of grantin!! or al­
lotting, very extellsive tracts of land to a few .m(~'i"id­
uaJs. :'iome of these, have nw.or €\c:, been wIthm the 
Colony, '~\'bile others who "ere pr€~enl, when theyob­
tained thel) , SOf)P .dtf'r d('partHL ~I~O lwve never return .. 
ed. or all, indeed, who are f'it hpl' c hsent, or here at 
tIll" time, vprv few, compnrativelr, have done any thin~ 
towarrls ;;pFling or impro\ in:r. (he large and, alliable 
tracts they reeeived. Some or the~,e tracts, were gnmt­
ed through the direct aut:1ority and command of the 
governm~nt of the F~:'2nt -t<:.te, hill h.r fa I' the gTf'ater 
nllmlwr Dfihem, we.e made. over ill one form or other 
by the presiding authority here. 

If th:J.t ('om~e ofir;'I"e3tig-ation were here to be n·, 
dopted U1:d pun~ued, which rigid hut unilparing truth 
would sufficiently .... ;arr,:nt, much mi;.',';lt :w said, respect­
in~ the conduct ":'3 forml2r AdminiH:I'Jtion among II~, ill 
relation to thi:,. ~uh.iect, which would afforcl ample 101111-
dalion t();'~he,:,everest animadversion and censure. Mo­
tives mil2;ht be ~et forth, and explained, as notoriously 
inf:ucilcj'l~ and determining, that power who too long 
and tO(l titlall.)' presided over our alfairR, in a number of 
instances of [he public evil here s;wken of. which were 
as un.just ann di:.graceful, as the e\ il itself has been ex­
tensil'e ant! lasting'. As slIch an exposition,however, by 
·wayof a public warDing 01' check ag-ainst an extension 
d the mi:;;chief, is rendered nnnecessary, its measlIre 
b,\'ing- <llread) been wrought to the full; and a!>sorrOlf" 
~l;ld re[!,TE't may ha\-'c sllcceeded transgression, charity, 
llIay hf' altO'·"f'd to draw the veil over much of whatju .. -
tiee ~w~Jid seck to di~close. 

Tl:e miH:hicf, h:ts inJeed been done; and to a fatal 
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Qmllamentable extent. It has IJad the mo~t prejudicial 
operation and influence, wi lh resoect to the !teneral wel­
fare, and the hnpps and prospe~ts of the Colony; but 
ill no particular, has it been so filta), as in retarding iti 
sett10;llent. This, may indeed, be said to include every 
.other injurious effect. . 

The two sllcceeding- Administrations, were greatly 
employed in endeavollring to remove in some measure 
th;" obstruction to our prosperity, and to remedy or ob­
vi e ';;18 evils \'dlich were thus "introrluced. The late 
one, in particular, which it was if.} every respect our 
b;~·:jfless to possess, 'was a~siduously and zealously en p 

ga':;;t;,j in such upright and lc.uda~le enueavours. 

Well, indeed, may it be f'aid, that the zeal, the in­
te;~rity, and the wisdom, displayed by the truly elevated 
and ma~naf.lil!lous character, who then presided among 
m, in every thing relating to our saf(;'ty and happiness, 
will e\'ef be held in the most grateful and afi'pctionate 
remembrance, by all ,~ ~o witneflsed the exercise of those 
virtues, and who sincerely desire the prosperity of the 
Colony. Firm, and ardent in his pUl'poseo; and endea­
"'ours fOJ' tIJe public good, far exalted above every tiel· 
fish or unjust consideration or motive, without any of 
those favorites, 01' creatures, who are too frequently 
found abollt persons in exalted situations, and who in­
fluence or bias them in their conduct, his popularity,and 
the esteem and respect which were so uJliversally cher­
ished towards him, were not courted by the exercise of 
that address, and of those arts, which too often arepl'3c­
tiscd with a view to the establishment of those favorable 
senl iments : hut were raised and secured on that foun­
dation, w h~reoo alone they can sa rely Hnd permanently 
repose,-uf'on the fai~hful and conscientious discharge 
ofeverJ pU:Jlir duty. Ever, as ready to hear, and as 
<lttenti ve to the complaints 01' rt'quests of the most indi­
&ent and obscure individual, as of the most wealthy or 



exalted, a great portion of his time \Va~ every day dit~q 
gently employed,-in 1he correction of abuses-in sup­
porting and establishing the rights of the weak, against 
the overbearing attempts of the buug'hty and powerful, 
and in promoting eve~:.v object which could conduc,e to, 
the welfare of all over whom he presided. During' his 
administration, and through hili authoritative interfer­
ference, and rigid inspection, a vigilance, alld expedition" 
were employed in aU our public offices, in the transac­
tion of businL'", altogether unusual, and which with re­
gard to one of them in particular, it i£ so highly desira •. 
"Ie should at present prevail. 

Such, was the Ruler, we were once so gr~lat1y favoa 
red as to poose£s, and at whose departure, regrets were, 
~xperienced, which could only he equalled, by the es­
teem ill which he ever was held while among us. lie 
',"as in truth, one of those few character~, who placed 
ill public ~ituations, seem formed and given f(Jl~ the good 
and the happinesi5 of mankind; and for redeemilJ;!' in 
>lome measure the charge, which is too often with jl'o~ice 
uunlllced, of the corruptions, the al.}Il;:('s, and oppre!!­
sions, which attend on the pxerci~e of high and extensi,'c 
commai\d. This digres-ion, jf a cligre~;sion it Il1U~t be. 
called, will readily be pardoned by those, who lmow 
llOw to apprpciate worth, 3nd who had opportunities of 
()b~en'i!lg the cOIl(h:ct of that upright and estimuble clla .. 
l'ader. 

J II mR:i.ill~ rUl'tlH'r nh"en'utions J, relative to the ex-, 
It'lI~i\e !.!:;;u[s ,III(: allotti1lclIts of land which have been 
~p(lj.:eq ,'; r. it 11:;1.'/ Ill' lllcnl!ont'd, that, it has heen offered 
hy W:Iy 0;' {'xtel' :1<1tion or excuse for l11<lking them-that" 
t;I('} WP!'e" !"''-:O\1,:,j as r;'wards for puhlic ~t'n ices per­
f;)I'I11~'d, "1' ill ~"ti"radioll of just and equitable claims. 
~;'I('l;, :'.: itt li;l\'B 11('\.'11 tIl(> cnse with l'e~Jlect to a few of 
:1"',,:,1.:11 by :::1' the !!re'ltel' number, it is well known) 
"t'i'e ;:1 l ;\' 11,:\11,',' olgl'iltuities to iuYorites) or Made tv, 
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aRswerpolitical, or even pecuniary plll'pose~. Of those 
which really were maJe in satislaction of such c1aimll, 
while some might even fall t:hort of I'eqlliting them, none 
were of individual advantage, commensurate with the 
public evil tlley imposed. 

J II many instances where meh claims w~re well 
founded, it . would even have been better for the Pro­
'vince, to have allowcll moderate salaries, or pemions, 
than to have had those powerful and lasting impediments 
opposed to the increase of its population, and to its ag· 
ricultural improvernent. 

It has moreover heen particularly unfortunate and 
injuriou>l,that it is in that quarter of the Province, to 
which emigration has chieHy been directed, and in \vhi<.h 
the greatest proportions of fertile and valuable land is 
to be found, that the greatest quantity of it is held in 
the manner described. The persons who ohtained tho<;,e 
extensive g-rants and allottment5, have been suiliciently 
aware of those circuIDstances ; and theref('re, while the.y 
were particularly assiduous, as it was natural enough 
for them to be, to secure as many advantages as possihle 
to themgelves, the public mischiefhas thereby been ren­
dered the greater. 

In the districts and townsllips in that quarter, al­
thou!{h from the tops of the loftiest hills, the eye in rang­
ing' ~ver immense ,tracts of ~OIHJtr,V, witI scarcely be ubI" 
to discern the partIal and tblnly scattered settlements,)et 
by fur th~ gl'eatel' port,!on of tbe land which remains in 
'its oriO"inal al\u uncultivated state, has Ion!!' been !!'rant· to> u ,~ 

ad to persofls, wllo to all appearance, never intend to 
1itmploy any e~ertions to have it improved, 

It is eVlln willlwown, that from some byt recently 



formed I>ettiements ill that part of the Ptovince, num bcr~' 
of families have been constantly removing, from an in~ 
ahility to procure portions of land in at all convenient. 
situations, wbereon they Dlight settle. 1t is not indeeu 
too mllch to a~~e\"t, that within twenty years past, some 
hunoredB of individuals, have almost wholly from this 
causp, abandoned t he Province for one of the colonies 
adjacent. Many of these, were the children of person!; 
W}1O have long been resident in the country, and whose 
landeJ possessions were so limited, that they could not 
allow them such portions thereof, as would afford them 
farms sufficiently extensive. T1J€se persons, above all 
others, from a vari€ty of considerations, should jf poss;· 
ble ha \'e been kept in the colony. 

Nmnbers ofthe most ,'aluable description ofpersoiH! 
who haH hitherto emigrated to the country, who took 
IIp their resideilce on some of the extensive tracts or 
land ",hidl are held in tbe manner described, through a 
fear of being hereafter depl"i ved of the fru i ts of their 1a­
bours, and an anxiety arj5iin:.~ from the insecurity of theil 
po!;sessions, or ii"om the threats of those powerful pro­
prietors) have been led to abandon the illlprOt-emellt>' 
they had been many years occupied in makin!.;. Many-o 
thers, are even at this day, h<lrrassed with proseclltion~ 
at law, to force them out of possess\ons acquired aIlIl 

held under similar circumstances. 

The enis here stated, have long been among the 
principal impediments to .he increaiiie of our population, 
and our agricultural prosperity; anJ unless some prompt 
and vigorQus measures are taken to remove them, it 
would be altogether u~eless and vain, to hold out any 
inducement to a more rapid or extensive emigration to 
the colony. 

If it is indeed desirable, tInt thii should be encour-
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itged ; or even that we should retain in the countrYl the 
great numbers of young persons who are daily arriving 
at manhood, and are desirous of acquiring lal1ded pos­
se!lsion!\ fo,' themselves, and remaining among their con.; 
nexions and friends, it certainly should be viewed as an 
object of !ierious magnitude, to remove those obliltruc­
hons as far as it can possibly be done. 

This, was the policy with regard to the sti~ject, 
which appeared to guide and to influence tlle conduct of 
the two last administrations of the government here; but, 
although, under them, the evil was in some measure cur­
tailed and removed, yet much still remains to be done, 
for reducing yet more, those effects Mit, which are dai­
ly becomin~ more deeply injurious, 

In the course of the last administr::ltion iII parlicu. 
lar, the Cro\ln was reinvested by escheat, or otherwise 
resumed the possession, of many tracts of land which 
had been granted or allotted under the cireu!ll~lancee 
already set fOI'th. Several portions of these, were sub­
se~uently bestowed upon individuals, who in all proba­
hility were thereby prevented from leaving theProvince; 
aDd who have since madeextenRive and valuable imJ)r('vc~ 
inents upon them. Ifthos~ tracts had r~m~i~ed untiel' the 
titles of the former proprietors, there IS IltLe doubt, hut 
the most of them would have continued to this day in jl 
wild and uncultivated state. 

it is known, that since the reinvestment in go\rern .. 
ment by way of escheat, of some tracts ofland in the east. 
ern part of the Province, which had remained in their 
primitive condition; and since others of g-reat extent in 
that q ual'ter, which had long been considered as belong. 
ing to private individuals, in consequence of their hav. 
in&, been laid off tQ them, have been Sl'antad to personlil 
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who were desirous of settling and improving OpOl1 them) 
that, a much fewer numb~r of persons, comparatively, 
have gone oot ofthe Colony froIll thence, than had pre­
viously gone, within an equal period of time. The po­
litical, and other advantages, which bere are enjoyed, 
are 80 very much greater, than those which are to be 
found in the adjacent Island, to which th~ greater num a 

ber of the persons who sa haV8 remoyed ha','c gone to 
reside, that, not the siightest doubt can he reasom\bly 
entertained, but, that nearly tbe whole of them would 
hare remained in the Province, irthc'y- couid have obtain­
~d from government, portions of lalJd in at aB·conveni· 
llnt situutions. 

tn order to remave as effectuaUy as pO!lsible the evil 
'of which we have been speaking, it nJU!'lt be sufficiently 
obviolls, that no better mode can b~ ~dopted, than imme­
diately to make the es-cheat of lan:ls, whic;, have been 
A"ranted under the circumst:lnces lately described, and 
which still remain in ti:eir originalconJitiop., more ex­
tensive and general. It would indeed be well, if the 
measure \vas adopted and without any exception pur­
'Sued-of reinvesting the Crown ill that way: of all tracts 
ofland, which after having' been gTanted a specified 
·humber of years, should still be found in their original 
'Unimproved stat~ 

Ifthis measure Was established, and rigidly enlore­
=ed, it would doubtless have the effect, of leading many 
individuals to whom extensiye tracts have been granted, 
to use immediate exertions for clearing and improving 
them. At present, they are perfectly indifferent and 
careless about doing so; knowing, that without any ex­
ertions on their part, they are daily increasing in value; 
and not wishing, or perhaps finding it inconvenient, t. 
expend any money or attention upon them. 

It 'Certainly is highly impolitic, to say nothing with 
respect to ifljustice, to permit these individuali to toa· 
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tinue to hold lands under ~u.ch eircumstances,wbile ther. 
are such numbers of persons constantly coming into the 
colony,. and so many others already among us, who 
lVoulei gladly settle upon them, and illllllediatel .. v com .. 
menee their iml,lrovement. 

The proceedings in ord'er to obtain escheats, when 
sought for by jndividuul~,have hitherto been so dilatory,. 
and ill general 80 troullle~ome, and expensive, that ma­
ny have by rer.son t:u'reof been deterred fl'om making' 
applications ~~ Frneure them. It would not thereforQ 
be politic, to abstain from citUsillg them to take place, 
until the l:;.)'}ds .,'bjcll were liabfe to suffer them, should 
be applied for by the persons deltfOlls ofseUlin" there­
on; but, would be highly lxmeficial, and proper, for 
l'oinvectme~t:i by that course of pl'Occeding, to he imme­
dia~ly c:'dered ad euectC!d on th~ part and at the ex-· 
p.ense ofth~ ho",e'i'r.:ne.lt; 130 tilat they might be free fot' 
the settlel:lent o~ percor.s upon them, 59 soen as. appli­
~atiom; f'Jr t!let purp.)se were made. 

The ci:,,;~uht~ &~d inconveniences,which emigrants 
alii well as others :.ave he.e~ofofe had to contend witll, 
in procuring llngrf.,;ted ;).n£1 uncultivated land, for the 
purpcRe oht-tiling li.;;f .3(.0, together with tbe expense& 
ofobtall1i:!g grants .;)f tte same, have also operated to 
retard tL.; A.s;rio:Jl~ural improvement of the colony. 

With re .. p ct to Le emi~rant, nen if he makes his. 
applicr.tic:l ied land iP-Hilediatety on his arrival in th&_ 
Clountr~'. ::everai months in general elapse, and not un­
freq uently even more tlla:l a year,. before he either. ob­
tains the tmct foi' whith he upplied, or is eTen 110 fully: 
assured of cb~aining it, ~bE.t h. can venture to se.ttle 
thereon. In the mean time, ifbe is a person in indigent 
circumstances, whicb is generally the case, he and bis.. 
f;mily contisue burthel)i. upon some relatives or fl'ie.n.dJ 



who, probably, can ill afford to grant them the SU~Siii' 
tence and sllpport they require. 

In making: his application, he is in general, either 
really under Ule Hecessity, or coneeiy('s that he is, ofre­
Forting lu Ih' capital to prefer hi:·; petition; and after 
hnving Jone Si), he "eldon! can alford the expense of re­
mailling- there, FnJllring thE' delays of oilice, until a war­
rant of survey is is~ued in his favour; but, is obliged 
to retnm, and remain still in the same uependent and 
:mxiotl!; siwation. After some time, and even in some 
in~tances, lIot until after tlte tkli:;ue and expense ofano~ 
ther journey to tbe capital, he obtains hi" warrant of 
survey, and an order thereon to some deputy surveyor; 
to SUIt whose cOlJveniellce, ,ery probably, after waiting 
SO!lW fqrfher time, the portio" (If land which had been 
aliowed, is laid off to him. This being accomplished~ 
Ire Ul:i.V, it j~ true, with tolerabJe safely) I"rect hi.; cabin 
thereon, anrl eU,llmence the culii\ati:1n of the soil; but 
still i., Jeft to (·.l!ertain lOome anxiety relative to the com G 

pletion of 111.0 \;(je. After having procured a return of 
th,_--,urvcy :n;·,je 1\1 his fa\'onr, he is ohlig-ed again to. 
m~ke ap~;!ic,;fjl)n for {he purpose of obtaining the grant; 
nnu in mos( imtancef', it is nDt until after the hpse ofa 
very cu,-iJerahle period of lime, (through the delays in 
8.-,\1, :)1 01lf P4b1ic offices wllich have long with good 
r,~a~',:-. :)(,,'0 compiained of,) and too frequelll)y, Dot un" 
til h? h,,:; mc~"0 another journ~y or more to the capital, 
tu,;r'i j,c:- wit!) an ; xpense, as fees of office!!:, whieh he can 
hut ill c',t,nnl to (:eC.-ay, that he becomes confirmed and 
Stcured in his posses:;ioll, by receiving the grant. 

Thel? urI' many, indeed, wIlo enter upon land un G 

!'-?r ,-urn', ~ wi·ich have beel~ m .. de in their favour, and 
'c/!ln hudd and make improvements thereon, but, rem'.li~ 
]c-"f': without ;-in)' be-tIer title; merely from t1Jeir inability 
t,) t';n the t2!" '.,hie!) are required {or procuring it;; com Q 

!,ldivtl. Thc~c ljc"~:J:~:';, while holding under such cir~ 



tumstances, are con!!tantly hI danger, if not or being 
Olctually turned out of their possession 1', yet at least of 
being harrassed with attempts to that effect, b.r persons 
who through misrepresentation 01' otherwise maJ obtain 
~rants of the tracts so possessed. This, is not a mere 
imaginary dangel'. Instances of 8uch attempts are 
known to have occurred. . 

It is true, that accordi'lg to a regular and just ad ... 
ministration ofla w on the subject, they could not be 
deprived of such posroessions by virtue of grants so ob­
tained ; but, of this they are 110t in general aware, and 
therefore, entertain an anxiety lest it should actually 
take place. This evil, however light, or inconsiderable 
in may appear, it would be well, as far a!l possible, to 
abviate or remove. It should seem indeed, to be highly 
de5irable and important, that the government should in­
terfere in the very firs;t instance, for the assistance of 
persons under those circumstances, and should quiet and 
secure them in their possessions, by rendering their ti· 
tIes compleat. 

StIch have been the embarrassmenf!!,and difficultie;, 
which persons emigTating to the Colony,as well as others 
have hacl to contend with, i:1 settling upon our wild and 
uncultivated land, and it cannot be doubtBd, but, that 
they have had some etfect in preventing its more exten­
sive improvemen!. 

Hon'ever prominently, and pointedly they have 
bere been exhibited, still, they arQ not equal to those, 
which persons of the like descriptions, are obliged to 
.encounter in obtaining land in some of the other Colon­
ies, and are far from being of such magnitude as will be 
met with, in procuring it in those parts of the United 
States, to which so many persons, even from the Britisb 
JEmpil'e( hay~ rec~ntl)' b~en resorting. Still, howe\'er, 
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they must be .on~idered of s~rious .tons~uence ; ana,.. 
accordingly, mel'lsuresoughtlmmedlateJy to be taken to. 
remove or redu~e them. 

It now remains to eonsider of this part of t-he- sub. 
ject, and to point out and illustrate some plan, through 
the adoption and prosecution of which, a more exten­
~ive settlement of the uncultivated land of the couDtr, 
may be facilitated and encouraged •. 

There is none which a!Jpears k~tter calculated for 
effecting that desirable p·upose, than the formation and. 
establishment, under fome such l~,""ulatiolls aEl will pre­
fiently be specified~ of a B,')ord, Co' ~ociety, in eaah COUD­

t) tlnd district, to be eo.npo~ ~rl of a certain number of 
the most judicious .... nd ir.tc1':;ent F~n(lP's, chosen out 
of the Agricultural S')c;c~J ther~in ~tabliEhed. Of 
this, it might, indeed, ',~ry properly and. con:istently bfl 
made a branch Of committcre. 

The first power ,,,ith which snch Boar(!s migM with.· 
propriely be invested, and ,.hich they C'onld in the "ery 
first iostance pursue w~th the ~res.test advhnta:;e, would 
be,-to employ penlOlls, properly qualified, to m .. ke re­
gular surveys of all the ungranted land fit for cultiva­
tion within their reveral districts,-and to la.y oft· the. 
same in lots of moderate eKtent. Accurate plans, and 
returns of these, should be furaibhed to Iwch boards, and 
also be left in the office of the Surveyor General oflands, 
and in that of the Secretary of the Proviuc9. Such 
Boards, should meet at stated periods dur;nt; the year, 
and also on any urgent 01' extraordinury occasion;­
lIuch, as the arrival within their districts of any number 
of emigrant,. It would also be well to requil"e, that,. 
unless, under very special circumstance!5, all applicati­
ons for lnnrl stJOuld be made to them, and their recom­
'!Dendulion obtained, befo!_e issuing "rants efthe same". 



.r giving nny authority or permission to lettle thereo •• 
At such meeting8, they might determine respectin~ 
-aU such applications, and where they deemed them 
-proper, and well founded, should have it in their power, 
to assi(fn to the persons making them, the lots so laid off; 
and to give to thelll. ti«k'Jt::;, or orders, authorizing them 
-in:mediately to enter thereon, and commence their im­
provem:.mt. 

It would (ourther be requisite,-that lists should 
at least anc .lally be transmi Hed to the two public offices 
before:nentioned, and alsQ to a general superintending_ 
Board, which should be eitablished in the Capital-or 
the name!! of all persons to whom lands had been so al­
lotted, stating,-the number of perions in each family 
which had obtained any such ticket,-the quantity of a· 
cres cantained in the lot for which it was given, Ilnd the 
appar.;nt circumstances of the person to whom it was as­
signed,-and whether he was actually resident, or mak­
ing improvements thereon. Upon such returns, war­
Tantlf of survey in the manner at present observed, might 
issue to the Surveyor General ofland, who could imme­
diately make reports thereon, founded upon the plans 
and returns beforementionetil; and grants might pass in 
favour of such persons for the lands so allotted them, 
immediately after their having been resident thereon a 
specified period of time. 

These Boards would also be enabled to obtain in­
formation, relative to the tracts of land within their se­
v'eral districts which were heretofore granted or laid off, 
and which still remain in an unimproved state; and 
'Could make returns and reports respecting the same, 
through the office of the Provincial Secretary, to the 
executive branch of tbe govel'nment; stating-whether 
the individuals to whom they were granted, or for whom 
they were surveyed, were, or were not resident in the 
Colony-or wheth.el' they were about settlin~ l,lpoa 



tllem-or were likely to do so. This would tend to ei.c 
peditf' and procure the escheat of many of those tracts of' 
land, which it has already been stated, are held by ab­
~ent proprietor~, and others, who to all appearance, have 
no intention cf ever employing any exertions to have 
them impro\Oed. 

It would, also, be well, that, in cases where the per­
Mns towhom they had deliveled any such tickets a~ have 
been mentioned, did not within one year, or allY other 
limited time, settle or make improvements upon the 
lots for which they were given, they should be alit ho­
rived to assign such lots to other individuals, "ho should 
be desiroui of settling thereon. 

It would further be indispensibly requ isite, t11at 
sums of money should be granted from the revenues of 
the country,and placed at the disposal of such Boards: out 
of which, they might defray the ex pence!! of making such 
surveys, and other chargeR, which ",ould be nece~sarily 
attendant upon the execution of many of the powers and 
duties waich they would be caBed upon to E'xercise and 
perft>rm. They might, also, with great propriety, and 
advantage, be a!lthorized to payout of snch sums, the 
fees for tbe obtaining of grants, in cases where the per~ 
sons to whom they were madf!, were in such indigent 
circumstances, that they could not immediately advance 
them. For securing repayment, they could take from 
luch persons, notes, or other securities, payable at stated 
periods, tv their treasurers or secretaries; whose duty 
it should be-to collect the slims of money due thereu p­
on, and pay the same, into the trea5l1ry of the Province. 
or in any other manner which might be prescribed. 

Su~h, are merely the outlines of what might be im .. 
provell Hlto a regular, and well connected system; and 
through w hicb might be effected, the most bineficial rQ· 
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suIts. It must, indeed, it is conceh-ed, be sufficiently 
obdous to most persons, that, such a measure, would 
have the most salutnry operation anrl etfects, with re­
gard to the difficulties and inconveniences whiGh have 
been lately described, and in facilitating, and extending 
the Agricultural improvement of the country. 

The members composing the Boards, would be able 
to inform themselves in ahno,st every instance, of the 
situations in life, and the circumstances of tile persons 
mal{ing applications for land, and wou"ld be thereby ena· 
bled, to determine respecting them, with justice and 
Fropriety : and, by being authorized to ussig-n it,only to 
persons who were wishing immediately to :;ettle there· 
(In, a cheek and preventive would be afforded to any 
further portion of our unimproved land being obtained 
Ity persons having other intentions. 

From the establiBhment of sllch Boards, the emi­
~ants and others desirous of obtaining land whereon 
to settle, would be saved the ex pense, the trouble, and 
anxiety, which it has already been stated they have hi· 
therto experienced; and, from the facility with which 
it could then be procured for that purpose, (which would 
soon become fuBy and generally known,) many persons 
would be indltced t(J appl.v for it, and remain in the Col­
ony, w h(J, jf the d ifficuJties existed wi th respect ~o ob· 
taining it, which- at present prel'ail, would most proba. 
bly take their departure. 

If, it would be prudent, or adyisable, to grant in 
any manne-r whatever, s!lCh powers as it has here been 
recommended to con fe,', it dOllbtle~s would b~ more 
proper and advantageous, to vest them in such a Board 
as has been mentioned, than in anyone individual. It 
js in general found, that more impartiality. and justic~ 

S 



I~S 

:are exercised, where power i, diffused among a number 
of persons, than where il rests wholly with one: although 
the measures of the former, art> rlOt markelJ with such 
promptness and dispatch, as characterize those of the 
latter. 

If the whole of such powers were vQ'Ited in one in­
dividual, thai ftne, would most prohably ill eVNy in­
!ltance, be the person possessing" the first \\-pig-ht ,U!O in­
fluence within the limits for which he was appvil'lted, 
and would be thereby ellabled, full.v, and securely, to 
exercise those partialitie,.., those prejudices, and that in­
justIce, which som~ cha.raclers of that description amon~ 
us, have so frequentl) displayed within the 5phere ef 
their influence, and through the exerci!le of ""hich, the 
sway they possess, i~, in a general point or view, pro­
ductive of more evil than good . 

. By "(":cting them in a llumber of persons, compo,;ing 
5uch Hoards as have lJeen described, there woulJ, eel"­
tainiy, he the s!rong-e"t probabjlity of their being fairly 
and equitably exerci~t'd, alld that the de,cirable purpo­
SQS intended to be etrected by conferring" them, would 
be extensively accomplished, as the partialities, the pre­
judices, 01· the interested views of an.f one ot' such per­
sons, WGuld be checked and controlled by the others. 

Having said so much respecting om l\.'2;ricllliure, 
and the subjects with which it is most intimately connect­
t'd, it may not be amiss, to point out alld explain some 
of the good coniieq uences which would follow from itii 
extension and i mprovel11en t. 

The first, and most important effect which would be 
thereby produced, would be-a ~eneral abunllance of 
the chief means of suu~i~lence, and consequently a re-
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.t1uction in theIr prices. This, indeed, will be found on 
reflection to include all other advantages. Most of 
those,which we might expect to reap from such improve­
ment, would certainly depend on such reduction, and 
would almost immediately follow it as maHersof course .. 

The prices of labour, in nearly every department 
and calling, would in consequenee fall. This effect, 
would be most highly beneficial to. the Agricultural in­
hlrest in particular; 'as one of the many causes which 
have hitherto operated to obstruct and retard its ad­
vancement. bas been-the high rate of labollr which so 
long prevailed throughout the Province •. 

To our fishermen, also, whose circum!!tances so 
greatly require improvement, such,reduction in the price 
of labour, would upon the whole be of very material ad­
vantafie. Those,' who were at all extensively engaged 
in the pursuit of that occupation, and had servants em­
ployed to assiit them, would recei ve an immediate bene­
fi~ from it; and even such servants, if they were persons 
having families, would be more than compensated for 
such reduction, by the diminution in the prices of the 
means of subsistence; and in the consequent decrease 
of those of many articles or the most indispensible use. 
S'uch reduction, aH to the main articles of food, would 
further bel:lefit the fisherman, hy enabling him to con­
fine his attention and labours exclusively to his occupa" 
tion; and to draw from the Agricultural class ofthe 
community, such of these articles as he would chiefly 
requi.re. 

The O'eneral abundance, and the reduction in the 
prices of the means of su~istence, proceeding from the 
improvement of our AgrIculture, would ,also have the 
effect of reducing the prices of mosot orthe European,and 
other imported articles. The vendQ" of these, has, of 
course, in seeldng his livelihO-od, been equally affected 
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with all other descri ptions of persons by the Ii igh pl'ic£>!f.' 
of the of the principal adicles of food; and has even 
more extensively than most others, expf'riencerl the in· 
jurious eff£'cfs of the high rate of labour, conHeqllent 
'thereon. From these causes, alld from the ri .. lu; and in­
convenienc('s he incurs, in selling his goods upon a long 
nnd extenBi\'6 credit, (which hp. is in !.;eneral under the 
necessity of d~)inA') and from the los!!e~ he s:o frequcntl.y 
sustain", throll/<h WJ!llC of his debtors absconding, and 
others becoming- insolvent and being- ullable to make 
him payment, h~ is obligeJ to require, what under othel' 
circulOstaneC'~, would properly be termed an exorbitant 
profit, upon IIlflst or the arlicl&s he vends. .00 ow, if tile­
prices of the chief means of slIu .. istence wr,re reduced, 
all the other causes would he ohviated, 01' uilllini:;heo, 
and a reducliol1 in the prices ofthu:;e ar.tic\e:> would fol-
10w of course. Thp rOlllpetitioll, which cIJu.lantly ex­
jGt:~ among those cnlployeJ in \cnoin!!: thein, "ouid not 
suffer thf~ir pric8~ to cOlltinue the ,;UfIlc; bllt ,;·ould SOOli 
brin~ them (kwn, in propurtion willI &ltch r(·dl~ui()n as. 
to the arLck~ of fClod. 

These po~itjon!n, are indeed so plain, and it mav al­
most be said, ;;;n self-e\ident, Ihat some may be ready to 
cquclucle, that it waG altog-ether llllflece·ssar.v to have 
stated them hit: ; but it is Ct)n,~"ived, ti,at ill essayin~ to 
trace (lut the l('adil1~ helleficial H,,, .. dls, nhich will 
ensue from Ot;!' <lg-liculturul i:llpr;)vert)('nl, those which 
IHHe .iust be"II iJ"·nibed could not have been on~illed 
withallJ' kind of propriety. It is not merely r-;pecula. 
tive truths, Ill' I:ll)"~ of infE'rior interest, Ibat stand in 
Heed of beill~~' '!rl.{f"d and supported; but, many even of 
the 1I101't obviuuo.; alld important deE-cription, require in 
orJer to the pc..t"ld i,;hment or preservation of their influ­
~Ilee,to be i"reiuently stated and enforced. 

It wi!l ~!lr ;>CI" appe~r, upon pf()per /'()nsideration, 
,hOlt, be~itle:; li" H":lIrli<l1l in tk' pril.'r {,(labour, othtr 



vt'ry impnl'tant benefits will result to our commerce, 
from the Improvement of our a~rjcllitural interest. An 
increased supply, will be thereby afforded, of articles of 
home pl'oduce, not only for sale and harter in the home 
market, but also for exportation, In consequence of 
such improvement, many articles would deubtJess in the 
eOUI'se of a few years, be afforded for the last mentioned 
purpose, ahout which 0111' commerce has f:carcely ever 
,Yet been employed; and TVbich certain.!y have not yet 
been exporteq froUl the c()qntry. 

Such improvement, will also place it in the power 
of customers, to make to the merchant more sure And 
re!{ulal' payments. The disappointments and irregul:ilr­
ities with regard to these l which he ha~ bitherto so ex­
tensivel), experienced, have been deepl,y injurious) and 
(llttm have oCl!asioned or hastened his ruin. 

, Tt deserves also to be remarked-that, if we wtOre 
independent of ~Iny other country for hread, a greatet' 
quantit), of coil' woulo be retained in the Colony, and 
be kept in circulation. The great scarcity of this, has 
tor some of the last y£'nrs heen complained of, and not 
without reason) by all descriptions of persons, hut more 
particularly by those eJlgaged in mercantile pursuits.­
These, it has greatly operated to cramp and embarrass. 
The principal, indeed almost the sole cause of this scar­
city, for a considerahle time, it is notorious, was the very 
large sums we were continually sending to the United 
States, for the purchase of flour and grain. It may eHn 
fery reasonably he presl!meo, that in some years, the 
sums of mone), which were seut thither to procure thobe 
articles alone, were not very tlll· short of the annual re­
\'cnuel!! of the Province. The SUIlIS which have hitherto 
heen constantly gQing ont ufthe cOlJntq',fol' the purchase 

. of barley and hops, tor t he use of the ft~W brt~weries we 
possess, hav·e even been very considerable. With res .. 
peet to these articles, it may very justly be said, that it 
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is n m;Jtter of. disg'race and reproach to llS, that we flare 
been dependent upon any foreign quarter for theil' sup .. 
ply. There prGbably is scarcely a country to be found) 
in which the latter article in particlllar. can be raised 
with less difficulty, and in "reater abundance than bereo 

Through t]le ('xtenoion and improvement of our 
Agriculture, our hu~bandmefl and all the inferior orders 
of persons, ,,'ould, al~;o, aner a short time, be rendered 
less under the power and conlroul of wealth V and arbi­
trary individuals. Some of these, it i., well known, are 
to be found in certain parts of the PrO\'ince, who axel'· 
cise within the extensive j flrisdictions they ha \'e prescrib­
ed and ~pcllred for themseJ"c:i, the most- ootent, and in­
deed it mav almost be said, unlimited sw~y. However 
extl?nsi,'e, 'the powers and authority with which the,Y 
are legallJ' i in estell, yet it is 0 bv ious, that it is not upon 
these, that the influence they possess, and the dominion 
they exercise are founded, Th.ir power' arises, frorn 
mOf;t of the persons within their,iurisdi-etions beingc.lepp­
ly indebted to them. The influence they derive fn.m 
this ~IOUreE', is exhibited in the most marl,ed and unques­
tionahle nnnln'r, 011 aJl pub!ic occasions; their view>: 
and ,I~ires in relation to nhiCD they have only to ml'lke 
know!!, in order to l"t'cl're their accom;>li'hment. 1\Jan," 
of tlH:' 0prre~sioll' which are committed in the cour~e of 
the e~,pr('ise of/his intluC"ncc can !'l'arcrly he nccuralely 
deserilwd,hllt they are well understood h those in whom 
theJ' are practised; and are felt the Il~'~re l{eenl .... , frum 
their bein~ of tho~e de~cription~, which preclude all 
hope ofr,·dress .• reaJoth of an v c!lcroarhment on their 
power, and lennl'iou.: nf their Influence, thn,e hlllJ~ht)' 
jndivi,h'ai~ are cnn1'tanth on the watch. to cramp and 
to s1:ii1f> l'lll exprtioll ;11;d R!lterpri"e, l'.'.iriJ wOlIlII mili· 
tate in the least with their own Hdfj'oh, uno [':'ej\!d;t:I~c 
vIews. 

J Ii 1"'ll'il ,"!r', of hilt I'PCf'lli vi t j'~'T)(c:it, and WhOSf< 

prosr< ;"i',~ t:~io~'d,l<'vT'Jn agricui"IH,l illl['1<l\-2mr!;t.~r(<l: 
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:and ~ignRl inequalities 38 to riches andinfluenee, are in 
general dangerou8 and hurtful. 'I'h~ neurer an e­
quality with respect to taese, in which men can be kept, 
consistently with the pre!lervation of all just and lawful 
authority, the more likely will they be, to raisethecoun­
try they inhabit to a state of prosperity and abundance. 

It is only through diligellt and undiviaed attention 
to their agdcultural occupations, that those of our bus~ 
batldmen, whose lands are held under mortgage by those 
wealthy and powerful individuals, or whose property of 
every description is now lying at their mercy, can ex­
pect to become relieved from their pecunial'y embarrass­
merits, and to remove those obstructions to the just ex­
ercise of their rights, which too many ofthem have weak-
1y or wantonly created . 

. It is chiefly to this valuable class of persons, that· 
the warnings and exhortations contained in these pages 
are addrelised; and for their bQnefit are they principal­
ly intended. Upon them, the eyes of all other orders at 
present are turned, with anxious hopes and desires. 
They, alone, poss,ess the power of giving vigour to all 
the sources of wealth we·posseslI, and of exalting llS to a 
state of true and solid prosperity; and through their 
diligent and perselr'ering exertions, those desirahle ob­
jeotg can assuredly be attained. Not only to them, but 
to all others, the time past should mor~ than iiUffiee, to 
have indulged in indolence, dissipation, or despondency. 
It is now time to set about proving, what unremitted 
industr.r, economy, and prudence can be made to effect. 

'Ve are now in a state of peace, and tranr{uility, 
whie. it is to be hoped by all who wish well to the c,ause 
of hu'manity, will long continue to prevail.-By none 
;g il more ii1incerely desired, than by the author of these 
.observations. We ill know, however, that changes 
and re.volutions in the political world, very fre. 
fluently on a sudden take place; and therefore, un Q 
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Jess it can be made to appear, that the pl·inciples, and 
dif'positions of human nature, have of late undergone a 
total alteration, we mav be excused f()r entertaining- ap· 
prehensions, that befoi'e the lapse of allY great numbel' 
ofyear5, the pulitical horizon wilJ again be o\-ercast,and 
we may be involved in the clan~ers, or perhaps the hor­
rors of' war. Most of us, indeed, are thoroughly con­
vinced of Ihe designs which are cherished towards us, 
by a neighbouring powel', If, then, the freedom and 
blessi ngs we ;It present elljoy, are worthy of ca re and te­
gard, let all, duly reflecting upon them, pmplo.v in this 
the sea50n oftranquility, their utmost exertions for ad­
vancing the colony to that "tate of stren~;th and prosperi­
ty, throu~h which it~ dett>llce in the hoUl' of dangel' may 
be rendered more powerful aud sure; let them strive in 
thf'ir several stations to make a proper improvement of 
all the advanta~'es now in their power; lind in so doing, 
they will have the most ample grounds of satisfactio~l 
afi")roed them; and will be made from happy experience, 
to assent to this important and valuable truth-that 
even in worldly 'affair~, either sooner 01' later, duty an~l 
interest are almost inval'iably found to unite. 

THL E~D" 




