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NORTHEASTERN BOCXDARY. 

MESSAGE 

FRO<X 

Ro. OF REFS. 

Executive. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TnA.~Sl'IlTTING 

The information required by the reSOltltion if lhe House of the 13th 
instant, upon the subject of the Northeastern Boundary oj the United 
States. 

• 
SEPTElmEl: 26. 1837. 

Read, and laiu upon the table . 

• 

To the House of Representatives of the United Slales: 

I ht'l'cwith tl'unsmit to the House of Representatircs a repOl't fl'om the 
Secretal'Y of State, accompanied by copies of the CI.lI'l'cspondcnce requested 
by their resolution of the I sth instant. 

1\1. VAX B[RE~. 
WASHINGTON, Scptembcl' ~6, 1 B37. 

DEP_\R'l'lmXT OF STATE, 

Washingtoll, Septem/;er 25, ] 837. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was rererred the rf'solution of the House 
of Repl'esentath-es dated the 13th instant, re9u~sting the. President to 
communicate to that botly, •• so far as the public Interest will Ilcrmit, the 
correspontlence between the Government of the l' nitcd States and that of 
Gl'eat Britain, relating to the N orthcastel'l1 boundal'y of tile 1] nited States, 
since the message of the late President to the Senate of the United Stutes 
of the 15th pf June,"IBS6, and all the correspondence which has taken 
Illace since that period between th.e Government ,of' the United States and 
tbe Governor of the State of MaUle, on the sub,Ject of alleged aggressions 
upon the rights of Maine by_ the Briti.sh authot'ities," has the honol' respect­
fully to sullmit to the President copies of the lettel's and documents re­
quested by that J'esolution, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Thomas Allen, print. 
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LIST OF .I1CCO."ftIP.I1.JVrING P.I1PERS. 

Letter from the Governor of' Maine to the Secretary of 
State, (with pnc!osul-('s.) dated - l\larch 50, 1837. 

Same to the PI'esidellt (\\ilh enclosures) - - ApI'jJ 30, 1837. 
Same to same (with enclosures) - June 27, 1837. 
Same to same (with enclosure) - - June 19, 1857. 
Secretary of State to the Gove1'l10r of ~Iaine - June 26, 1857. 
Gorernor of Maine to the Secretary of State (with 

encloslll'es) - - - - - July 3, 1837. 
Secretary of State to the Go\'e1'l10r of Maine - July 14, 1837. 
Governor of Maine to the Secretary of State - June 27,1837. 
Secretal-Y of State to the Gorernor of Maine - - July 19. 1837. 
GOYernor of Maine to the PreH!dent - July ~8, 1837, 
Secretary of State to the GOYerllor of Maine - Aug, 17, 1837. 
Same to same - Aug. 25, 1837. 
MI'. Forsyth to MI', Fox - March 23,1837. 
Mr. Fox to MI'. FOI'syth - March 28, 183;",' 
Same to same - Aug. 24, 1837. 

Extract from MI'. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston - Aug. 10, 1857 • 

• 
STATE OF MAINE. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARnIENT, Augusta, March 30, 1837. 
SIR: In compliance with a request of the Legislature of this State, I 

have the hOllor to transmit to you the accompanying report and resolu-
tions. I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT p, DUNLAP. 

The SECRETARY OF STATE. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 29, 1837. 

The Joint Select Committee who had under consideration the Order re­
lating to the e:rpedie1.cy oj calling the attention oj Congress to the 
subject oj jortifying our maritime and interior jrontier, have attended 
to that duty, and ask leave to present thejollowing report: 

One object of the Federal compact is " to provide for the common de­
fence and general welfare." 

In accor-dance with these objects c,f the compact, the General Govern­
ment has, from time to time, made liberal appropriations for forUfying and 
defending the several States along our extended maritime frontier, west 
and south of the western boundary line of this State; east of that line a 
mere trifle has, as yet, been appropriated for these objects. ' 

Maine has a maritime frontier of about five hundred miles in extent, 
following the indentatio}Js of her shores; and our interior frontier, bound-
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ing on New BI'unswick on the east and the Canadas on the north, is 
about six hundred miles in extent. 

Considering this great extent of seacoast, her numerous excellent har­
bors, her noble rivers, and great advantages for ship-building, and her 
proximity to the fishing grOUnlhl, probably no State in the Union possesses 
the natural advantagts for carrying on this branch of industry that Maine 
does. 

It is a fact worthy of consideration, that all maritime nations have look­
ed to their fisheries as the nursery of hal'dy seamen for the merchant ser­
vice ill time of peace and fOl' the navy in time of war; and, as a great 
question of national policy, (aside f'1'om the inducement to encoul'age this 
branch of' business as an unfailiug source of natur-al wealth,) it is deemed 
worthy of the fostering care of all commercial nations. 

Already the navigation of Maine is estimated at more than three hun­
dred thousand tons, and exceeded by ol1ly two States in the Union; and 
her increase, annually, of tonnage, is gr-eater than that orany other State. 

The abundan,ce of building materials, b~lieved to be inexhaustibl~, her 
great conveniences for ship-building along her cxtended seacoast, her 
numerous bays, rivers, and hal'bol's, render it highly probable that the 
day is 110t far distant when the maritime interests of Maine will exceed 
that of any of' hcr- sister States. And if reliance can be placed upon the 
statements of a scientific engineer of high respectability and standing. who 
lias, during the past year, ulldel' the direction of the Government of this 
State and 0111' parent Commonwealth, made a geolngical survey of a por­
tion of our State, it may be doubted whether the same extent of territory 
on the continent contains more real value, "iewed in all its beal'ings, (the­
facilities of quarrying, manufactlll'ing, rX)lol,ting, and its influence upon 
the gl'eat intel'ests of the State and nation,) than is coutained ill our in­
exhaustible quarries of granite, lime, mal'ble, slate, &c., mines and min­
erals, in which lal'ge and profitable investments are already made. Some of 
these branches of business have been carried on for many years, and others 
to a large extent aI'e commencing under the most favorable auspices. 

These, togethel' ,,,ith our agl'icultural, commercial, and mam1facturing 
interests; our immense forests of invaluable timber; with a water-power 
of vast extent and value; gh'ing us the means of laying the seaports of 
the Union under a contribution fo,· ages to corne, and warranting the be­
lief that our present shipping interest will be sustained and employed, and 
a great increaiie required. 

About one-thil'd of the most valuable portion of 0111' territory is claimed 
by Great Britain; and the histol'Y of this protracted controversy, from its 
commencement to the pl'esent time, is such as to awaken general anxiety. 
'Ve are admonished, by reccnt events, that we have not yet reached the 
tefmination of our toils and embarrassments; and they have awakened the 
painful app,'ehension that our just rights may not be secuI'ed by honorable 
negotiation or IJatient submission to unprovoked injuries. These consid­
erations, in the opinion of your committee, call loudly for the interposition 
of the General Government, and reqnire at their hands all needful prepar­
ation for possible conti!lgencies. The late Governor Lincoln, nearly ten 
years since, called the attention of the Government to the impOl'tance of 
erecting a stl'ong fortification in some eligible position on the confines of 
that portion of our territory to wbicb an adverse claim is set up by Great 
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Britain. In the opinion of your committee, the subject has lost none of 
its interest since that period, IlUt 011 the contrary, the events to which we 
have alluded give to it vastly augmelJted impol·tance; and, to ollr ,·iew, 
irrespective of any conditions growing out of the pl'esent contl'ovel'sy, a 
strong fortification UpOIl the Nurtheastern boundal'y uf the United States, 
situated fal' in the intel'ior, and upon the confiIles or a foreign country, and 
surl'(Junded by millions of acres of fel,tile land, destined soon to be llellpled 
with a numerous population of hardy yeomanry, is of high importance. 

Our isolated situatiun, being the Nurtl1eastel'll boundal'y of the nation, 
with an interior frontiel' of up"'ards uf six hundred miles upon a foreign 
counh'y, and a large PI'opol'tioll (If our tel'l'itol'Y lying between two pI'OY­
inces of Great Britain, and so situated as to retHlel' it gl'eatly to the ad­
vantage of that natiun to jJussess it; the inflexible determillation "hich she 
manifests to pursue the coul'se which interest dictates shoulil not be for­
gutten. The extent of OUI' seacoast, the exposed situation of our seaport 
towns, lying within a few hours' sail or the British na'·al deput in the 
neighborhood of Maine, t.he disastrolls consequences of OU1' defcllceless 
situation during the last wal', tlle gl'eat and incl'casing maritime intet'ests 
which we have at stake, without olle single point where a ship, if depend­
ent upon the United States for'tifications, would be safe from the attacks of 
a frigate: these, and the consideJ'ation that little compal'ati,ely has yet been 
done for Maine, seem to our view to constitute inesistible reasons why 
Maine should no longel' lie forgotten OJ' neglected in the common defence 
of the country, 

Thruugh all the long-protracted str'uggles, difficulties, and embarrass­
·ments of our infant republic, this portion of our Union has never been ur­
gent or importunate in pt'essing its claims, but has submitted patiently to 
tile force of circumstances which rendered it necessary to defer them. 

But, in the present alter'ed cOlldition of the country; the national debt 
paid off; at a season of universal peace and unexampled prosperity; with 
all Clvet'burdened treasUl'y, and "':lell it is deemed necessal'y~ to dispose of 
it, to resort to measur'es which many emincnt statcsmen consider unwar­
ranted by the constitution, and \vhich a gl'eat portiun uf the people of the 
Union consider of doubtful policy: at such a llel'iod, and IIndel' such cir­
cumstances, it is difficult tu pCl'ceive the justice of longer withholding suit­
able appropriations for the defence of Maine; and, t" our view, they can 
only be withheld by tloing violence to the pl'inciples of equal rights, and by 
neglecting a plain constitutional duty. 

Your committee therefure submit the following resollitions. 
STEPHEN C. FOSTER, Chairman. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

Resolve relating to the fortification oj frontier States. 
Resol'Ved, That tbe obligation of the Federal Government, under the 

constitution, when it has the means, to erect suitable fortifications for the 
defence of the frontier' of the States, is a practical duty, not justly to be 
denied, evaded, neglected, 01' delayed. 

Resol-ved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed .and OUl' Repl'e~ 
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sentatives re'luested to use their infl"uence to obtain liberal appropriations 
for the defence of Maine and the Union. 

Resol'Vell, That the Guvernor be requested to transmit copies of the 
above report and ,'esolutions to the President and Vice President, the Sec­
refaries of Statt'"Navy, and War, and to each of our Senators and Rep-
resentatives in Congress. ' 

In the House of Representati ves, March 30, 1837. 
Read and passed. 

H. HAMLIN, Speaker, 
In Senate, March 30,1837, 

Read and passed. 
J. C. TALBOT, President. 

March 30, 1837, Approved: 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP . 

• 
ST ATE OF MAINE, 

EXECUTIVE DEPART~IENT, 
J1ltgl!sta, J1priI30, 183-. 

SIR: In compliance with a request of the Legislature of this State, I 
have the honol' to transmit to your excellency tha accompanying report 
and resolutions. 

[n behalf of the State of Maint', I would respectfully, yet urgently, call 
on the PI'esident of the United States to cause the Northeastel'll boundary 
of this State to be explored and surveyed, and monuments el'ccted, in ac­
cOl'dance with t~le request contained in the resolutiolls which are herewith 
communicated. As the sub,iect is one in which the people of Mainc have 
a deep intel'est, I feel a confidence it will commend itself to youl' eady at­
tention. 

With high considcration, 
I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

His Excellency .M.-I.RTIN VAN BritEN. 

Presiilen,t (If the United States. 

STATE OF ~IATNE, 

IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES, 

February 52, 1837. 
The Joint Committee to whom wel'e refel'red so much of the Governor's 

message as relates to the N ol,theastern boundal'Y. and thc documents and 
evidence, togethet' with an ordel' of the two Hou~l's instrncting the committee 
"to inq?lirc into the cxpediency of pl'oviding by law fOl' the appointment 
of commissionel's on the part ot' this State. by the consent of the Govern­
ment of the United States, to slIl'vey the line between this State and the 
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Province 9f X ew Brunswick, accOI'ding to the treaty of 1783, to establish 
monuments in such placrs as shall be fixed by said commissioners and by, 
commissioners to be appointed on the part of the Government of Great 
Britain," have attended to the duties assigned them, with the industry and 
solicitude which the importance of the subject demanded,. Could the 
committee ha\'e spat'ed the time, and had the means to obtain documents 
not \I ithin the jurisoiction ef the State, and consequently out of its power, 
a mot'e cleat·, metl.odical, and perfect view of the subject would have been 
presented; but as thel'e had been hilhCl'to so much pl'ocrastination, and 
the impatience of the public, already gl'eat, was becollling more and more 
intense, your committee, without fUlther preamble Ill' apology, ask leave 
to pl'esent the following I't'polt : 

'fhe Legislatul'e am! people of Maine, we believe, will 110t contend that 
the treaty.making PO"'{'I' of the United States does not extend to a final 
adjustment of a disputed and 11IIdcfined line of boundary between a State 
and a foreign nation, But we do insist that no power is granted. by the 
constitution of the United States to limit or change the boundary oj a State 
or cede a part oj its territory withollt its consent, It is even by no means 
certain how fat· s1lch consent would enable the tr'eaty authority to exert its 
powel's, Citi:;cns might be made the subj(,cts of a tl'e~ty transfer, and 
these citizens, owing allegiance to the State and to the Union, and alle­
giance and protection ucing J'('cipt'ocally uinding, the right to transfer a 
citizen to a foreign Gover'nmcllt, to sell him, might well be questioned, as 
being inconsistent with the spi/'it of OUI' fl'ce illstitutions. But, be this as 
it may, Maine will never concede the pJ'inciple that the Pre::;ident and 
two-thil'lIs of the Senate can h'ansfel' its tCl'ritoJ'Y, much less its citizens, 
without its JleJ'mission, given by its constitutiollal organs. 

YOlll' committee, howevel', deem it but fair to admit that th!'y have dis­
covel'ed no inclination in the General Gov~rllment, 01' any department of 
it, to assume this powCt'. On the contrar'y the President has repeatedly 
declined the adoption of a conyentional line deviating from the tt'eaty of 
1783, IIpon the expl'ess gl'ound that it could not be done without the con­
sent of Maine. 

It is due, lIevertheless, to the State of Maine to say, that the committee 
have no evidence that any conYClItionalline has been P,'ollosed to them fOl' 
their' cOllsent. It indeed appears that thc conscnt of Maine had not been 
given to the adoption of any other bouJl(lary tllall that ilresci'ibed by the 
treaty of 1783, up to the 29th Febl'llary, 1836, and we arc wcll assured 
that no Pl'oposition fOl' a diffcrent boundary has since that time been made 
to any depal'tmcnt or the Go\'ernment of this State, • 

The President of 1he United States. on the 15th J llne last, communi­
cated to the Senate. in compliance with theil" resolution, a copy of the cor­
respondence I'elati ,'e to the N OJ'tlteastern bounda,"y, Th is corrcspondence 
embl"aced a period from the 21st July, 1832, to the 5th ~larch. 1836, 

The opinion and advice of the King of the X cthrrlallds, to whom the 
contronl'sy was refencd by the provisions of the treaty of Ghent, was 
made 011 the loth Jallua,'y, 1851, and of the three questions submitted 
v~z : the .i\~ortheastern bOllndary, thc 71?rtlnveslerlllnOst head oj Connecticnt 
n-ver, and the Jorty:fiJth pllmllel oj latztllde, he scems to havc determined 
bllt one, He did decide that the source of the stream rUnnin'" into and 
thl'ough Connecticut lake, is the h'ue northwest head of that l'i~el', as in,.. 
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tended by tlte treaty of ·1783; and as to the rest he ad1)ises that it will be 
con1)enient (il conyiendra) to adopt the" Thalweg," the deepest channel ~f 
the St. John's and St. Francis, fOI' the Jl(II,th line; and that the 45th de­
gree is to be measured in Ol'del' to mark out the boundary to the St. Law­
rence, with a deviation so as to include Rouse's point within the United 
States. As to the conwnience of establishing the St. John's and St. Francis 
as the 1I0l,thern boundary of Maine. we have only to observe that however 
" convenient" it may be to Great BI'itain to, obtain so lal'ge a pOI·tiCln of 
our territory and" atel's, ·it would certaiuly he very incon1)enient to liS, and 
inasmuch as we al'e probably capable of 'udging of OUI' own .' con\'eni­
ence," and have never solicited the advice of anyone on this point, it is 
scarcely to be expected that we shall be ad1)i~ed to adopt a line S') prepos­
terous and injurlous. 

It was in this view, and in strict conformity with the cOII~titlltion confer­
ring the tl'eaty pawer, that the President, Oil the nh December, 183 t, sub­
mitted to the Senate this" a wal'd " and" ad vice" orthe king of the ~ ether­
lands. Senators were didded on a principal point; some i!lsisting that to 
carry the awal'd 01' opinion into eifect, was only in eXt'cution of the treaty, 
and it therefore belonged exclusi \'ely to the PI'esident " to take care" that 
this" supl'eme law" was faithfully executed, 01' to I'eject it altogether. 

But the pl'evailing opinion was, that this "a wal'd" or "all vice" was 
1Jerfeeting an unfinished h'eaty, and thatther'efol'e it could not be effected by 
the Pr'esident without" the advice and consent of the Senate, two-thir'ds of 
tl~c members IlI'csent concurrillg therein," So fal' from the concurJ'ence of 
two-thirds for the rneasur'e, there wer'e thirty.four to eight against it, and it 
was consequently I'ejected, and a I'ecommendation to the President was 
adopted, to open a new negotiatioll to Ileter'mine the line of boundary 
according to the treaty of 1783. 

It is insisted by the BI'itish ministel's that a due north line from the 
monument at the source of the St. Croix, will illtersect no highlands 
described in the treaty of 1783. Now this is an assumption by GI'eat 
.Britain totally unwarranted by any evidence. The boundaries beal'ing 
upon the question are thus given: "from the northwest angle or Nova 
Scotia, to wit, that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from 
the soul'ce of the St. Croix river to the highlands; aloug the sait! high­
lands, which divide the ri1)ers that empty themselves into the St. Lawrence 
(,'om those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the llorthwesternmost 
head of COllnecticut I'i vel';" "east by a line to be· dl'awn along the mid­
dle of the river St. Croix. f,'om its mouth, ill the bay of Fundy, to its 
source, and from its source directly north to the afol'esaid highlands, which 
divide the rivc,'s that fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which fall into 
the St. Lawrence." 

The fil'st object, stal'ling-place, or terminlls a qllO, is this northwest 
angle of .i'V'o1)a Scotia. It is the corner of the British prodnce, designated 
by thernsel1)cs. It""as presumed, and it is still belie\'cil. that thl"! knew the 
identical s(lot; we have a right to demand of them to define It. In the 
treaty of 1783, they were disposed to define it, and hence they say it is that 
nngle 'which is formed by a lille drawn elite II'Jrth from the source qf the St. 
Croix, to those highlll1lds 'which di1)ide the ri1)ers that flow into tlte St. Law-
rellce from those "which jow into the .Wantie ?c~all. . 

Nothing can be more deal' than that the Bl'ltlsh negottators of the treaty 
of 1783 had reference to their east and west line, between Canada and 
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Nova Scotia. This, in 1 i 55-6, was matter of controvel'sy bet.veen France 
and England, the French claiming that it was far soutb, and the British 
s'trelluollsly contending that these very highlands were even more north 
than we have endeavored to fix them. 

The controv6l'sy ,'esulted in a war, which, after the capture of Quebec, 
was terminated by the peace of 1765, whereby Gl'eat Britain obtained bo!h 
sides of the line, and she then established the nOI~th line of Nova Scoba 
about where we contend it should be. So far fl'OIIl admitting" that a due 
north line f.'om the monument will not-intersect the highlands intended by 
the treaty of 178S, the Stateof.Maine has always insisted, and still insists, 
that no known obstacle exists to the ascertaining and accurately defining 
them; alld thus establishillg the terminus a quo, to wit, the northwest angle 
oj Nova Scotia. It would seem sb'ange indeed, that as this line, so fully 
discussed and contl'overted between the English and French in 1755-6, 
should have been left unsettled still, when both provinces became British. 
It is impossible to imagine such ignorance of so important a point a.s tbis 
northwest angle, so often referred to, and spoken of, as a notorious monu­
ment. 

The peace of 178S was considered by Great Britain as a grtlnt by metes 
and bounds. The boundal'ies wel'e prescribed, and this northwest angle 
was the commencement. Twenty years only befol'e this (1763) N oya Scotia 
11ad been OI'ganized as a distinct pl'o'lince, then including what are now 
Nova Scotia and New .Brullswick, and this angle was ,'efel'red to as a 
boundal'y without hesitancy 01' doubt. Indeed, t.he tl'llllty itse)f, as if to 
make aS8l1/'anCe doubly sure, fixed it where a due nOl,th line from the source 
of the St. Croix will intel'sect those highlands which divide the I'ivers 
which flow into the rive!' St. Lawrence from those which flow into the 
Atlantic ocean. This source of the St. Croix has been determined and a 
monument fixed there by the commissioners, under the 5th aI'ticle of the 
treaty of 1795, (Jay's.) Now the assumption that the north line fl'om this 
monument .'iIl intet'sect 01' meet no such highlands is cntil'ely gl'atl1itous,' 

The treaty does not speak of mountains nor even hills, but of "high­
lands" that divide rivcl:s flowing dilfel'ellt ways. It was well known that 
rivers did fall illto the St. Lawl'ence and into the Atlantic; that these 
rivers would run do"tvlI and not up, and it was consequently infel'l'ed that 
the land f,'orn whence these rivers flowed must of lJecessity be high, and 
unlesst thel'e al'e to be found in that region geological pllenomena which 
exist no where else pn the face of the globe, this inference is irrisistible. 

The truth is that these highlands have been known and welll1nderstood 
by the Bl'itish themselves, ever r,ince the grant of James the Fit'st to Sir 
William Alexander, in 1621. The pOl,tion of the boundary there given, 
which relates to this controversy, is fl'OI1l the western spt'ing-head of the 
St. Croix, by an imaginary line conceived to I'un through the land north­
wal'd to the next road of Ship's "iver 01' spl'ing, discharging itself into the 
great river of Canada, and proceeding thence eastward along the shores 
of the sea IIf the said I'iver of Canada, to the road, haven, or shore, com-
monly called Gaspeck-(Gaspe.) , 

The cession of Canada by :Fl'allce made it necessal'y.to define the limits 
of the provi.nce of Quebec, and accordingly his Bl,itannic Majesty, by his 
proclamation of 7th October, 1 i6S, is thus explicit as to what affects this 
question: "Passing along the highlands which tlh-jde the rivers that 
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empty themselves into the said "illel" St. LawI'ence from those which fall 
into tlte sea, and also along the Ilortlt coost oj the bay de Cfta/eurs and the 
coast of the gulf of the St. LawI'('nce to Cape Rosiers," /xc, 

The act of Par'liament of the 14th George Ill, (17;"-1.) defines thus the 
south line of Canada: "South, by a line from the bay de Chaleurs along 
the highlands which divide the I'h'ers that empty themselves into the 
river St, Lawrence from those which flow into the sea," The north line 
of the grant to Alexander is from the source of the St. Cl'oix to the spring­
head 01' source of some rivel' or sh'eam which falls into the river St. Law­
rence, and thence esstward tn Gaspe bay, which communicates with the 
gulf of St. Lawl'ence in lat. 49 deg, SO min., and would make neady an 
east and west line. The proclamation of 176S defines the south line of 
the pl'ovince of Quebec as passing along the highlands which di\'itle the 
rivers that fall into the St. Lawrence from those which fall into the sea, 
amI also along the north coast of the bay de Chaleurs. to the gulf of St. 
Lawrence. This is the south boundal'y, and consequently in an east and 
west dir..ection, but it passes north of bay de Chaleurs, whel'efore the south 
boundary of the province must of necessity be north uf bay de Chaleut's. 
The eastel'n boundal'y is lIortherly by the gulf of Gape llosiers, in about lat. 
50 deg. long. 64 deg, north of Gaspe bay, and at the mouth of the river 
St. Lawrence, where it communicates with the gulf 01' sra. And tke act 
of Parliament makes this sonth side fl'om this same bay along those Iligh­
lands, and it must ine'Vitably ,'un "west, or it is no south boullllary. Now no 
one can doubt that in the pl'C)('lamatioll of 1 i6S it was the intent to adopt 
Sir William Alexander's northern for this sOlltltern boundary of the IJl'ov­
ince of Quebec. 

Indeed it appeal's in e"el'Y commission to the Govrrnol' of Nova Scotia 
and New lll'unswick fl'om li63 to li84, rollll aftet' the treaty of peace of 
1785, tllat the pI'ovince of Nova Scptia extended to the soutlirl'Jl boun.1ary of 
the pI'ovince of Quebec. It then it'resistiblyanrl inevitably follows that 
a west line fl'om the hay de Chalelll's. intel'seeting II due nOl'th line from 
the monument, is the identical northwest angle. N ow a line from Mal'S 
Hill direct to Cape Rosil'l'S, illstead ot' bein.g casterly, would be north of 
northeast, cl'ossing the bay de Chaleul's. But passing aloll~ its north coast, 
as the pl'oclamation 11I'o\'ides. the line from thi~ Mal"s Hill must be more 
northerly still. Indeed the pretence that a PYl'anJiual spur 01' peak, such 
as this hill, should constitute the range of highlands mentioned in the 
treaty, is so utterly visionary that it is entitled' to 110 sort ~f respect. 

We may now, by these facts and reflections, give this inquil'y a right 
Ilirectioll, to wit: to the ascel'tainrnent of the north boundat'y of Nova 
Scotill, which is the southern bOllJ1(lal'Y of Canada. 'Ye have al ways been 
Jured from this by the British negotiators to the left or west of this 1I0rth 
line fl'om the monument. 

No one who is the least convCl'sant with the subject calt suppose for a 
moment that this lIornl\vest angle can be found in such a di,'cetion. The 
rluestion for us is, Al'e there any highlands north of the bay de Chaleurs, 
extending in a "a;cstel'l! direction, towards a north line dl'awn fl'o:n the mon­
ument? If thifl Jino westCl'ly fl'Om the bay be nut distinctly mal'ked so far 
as to intersect this 1I01,th line, the llJ'inciple is to extend it in the same di­
rection to the plare of intersection; that is, if the line between Nova 
Scotia and Canada is "west to within say thirty miles of the lIorth line 
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from the monumellt, and the rest of the way is indefinite 01' obscure, extend 
it on in the same direction until you form a point of intel'section, and this 
will be the northwest angle of Nova Scotia. But the tt'uth is, tlte high­
lands are there, and have been found in running due north fl'om the monu­
ment. 'rhe elevations we\'e taken by the British surveyor fl'OIl1 the source 
of the St. Croix, at the monument, to the first watel's of the Ristigouche ; 
and at Mars Hill, fudy miles, the summit of this isolated sugar-loaf was 
1,100 feet, and at the termination of the survey at the Ristigouche waters, 
one hundl'ed mile~ further. the elevation was 1,600 feet, consequently, the 
summit of :\lars Hill, 1. J 00 feet above the watel'S of the St. CI'oix, is 500 
feet lowel' than the lands at the Ristigouche. and yet the pretence is that 
there are no highlands but this detached spur, Mal'S Hill! Still fUl'thel': 
the Ilighest pnsition surveyed is neady fifty miles short of the Meli~, which 
falls into the St. Lawl'ellce, and we do not pel'ceive that the elevations have 
been taken there at all; but we do find it is hel'e that the "waters separate, 
and consequently the land must be still highel'. 

In failu['e of highl?nds, (ass/tmed not to exist,) the BI'itis!t negotiators 
claim a Iiue which, instead of dil'iding the St. Lawl'ence and Atlantic 
watel's, would actually extend between two rivers, both oj "which fall into 
the J1tlantic. 

To say nothing of the abslll'dity, not to say ignorance. of such a claim, 
it is enough that it is in the teeth of the tt'eaty itself. It is painful to re­
Ileat thc argument that no othel' highlands were intended, 1'01' all others­
wel'e expl'essly l'xclulled but those which divide the waters that flow in 
those difftTcnt dil'cctions. The effect of their' cOJlsh'uction, a~ wc all 
know, is to give them the whole of the St. John, with all its tributal'ies~ 
and a h'act of te1'1"£tOl'y south of that rivel', equal at least to seventy-five 
miles squat'e. _ . 

Whethel', fl'om the peaceful spil'it of our Govemment, the cLristian pa­
tience of Maine, or the "mOllest assurance" of the British negotiators, 
any 01' all, cel'tain it is, that his Bl'itannic Majesty's pretensions are ISI'OW­

ing every day. It is 110t only an after-thought. but op.e ,'el'y l'ecentIy con­
ceived, that \\e were to be dl'iven south of the St. John. 

His Bl'itannic Majesty's agent, (MI'. Chipman,) who has been lately 
urging us south of that I'iver, was also agent to the commission under the 
treaty of 1795, to ascCl'tain the true 8t. Croix, and in iusisting on a mOl'e 
western branch of this river', gives as a reason, that a line due north will 
cross the St. John's fal'ther up, whereas, if yuu take an eastem bl'anch, 
such line will Cl'OSS neal' Frederickton, the seat of Government or New 
Brunswick, and matel"ially infl'inge upon his Majesty's province. He not 
only admits, but contends, that this no[,th line must CI'OSS the river. Here 
are Iris words: "This nOl,th line must of necessity cross the rivel' St. 
John's." Mr. Liston, the British millistet', ill a private letter to 1'11', 

Chipman, of )!3d October', 1798, recommends a modificatiun of the powers 
of the commissioners, rOl' the l'('a~on that it might gi"Ve Great Britain a 
greater extent of na;;igaiion all the St. John's ri;;eI'. The .,ame agent (Mr. 
Chipman) was also agent under the fouI,th al,ticle of the treaty of Ghent, 
and we find him contending there, that the northwcst angle of Nova Scotia 
is the same designated in the gl'ant to Sir Wiliiam Alexander in 1621, 
subject only to slich altel'ations as were occasioned by the cI'ectiol1 of the 
province of Qucuec ill 1763. Now we have already seen that this south 
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line of the province of Quebec, so ar f,'ow altering this N, 'V. angle, in 
fact confirms it, 

In perfect accordance with this disposition to encl'oach, is a proposition 
of the Bl'itish minister, (Mr. Vaughan,) that illasmuch as the highlands 
cannot be found by a due north direction from the monument, we should 
'Vary west until we should intersect them, but not EAST ! Now that, in 
case a' monumellt cannot be found in the coul'se prescribed, you should 
look for it CIt tlle left, but not to the 1'ight, seems to us a very sinister 
proposition. We have shown, and, as we think, conclusively, that the 
range of highlands is to be looked for on British ground, and nowhere 
else; because it is their own bonndal'Y, and a line which must, with an 
ascertained nOl,th lin'e, form the angle of one of theil' own pro\'jnces. And 
yet we are not to examine there at all; we have never explored the country 
there, and al'e expected to yield to such al'l'ogant, extravagant, and base­
less iJl'etensions ! 

We would ask, why, in what justice, if we cannot filld the object in 
the route pr'escribed, are we to be thus trammelled? where is the recipro­
city of such :l PI'oposition, so degrading to the dignity alllI insulting to 
the rights and libel,ties of this State? No! the people of Maine will not 
now, and we trust they never will, tamely submit to such a olle.sided 
measul'e. 

The next restriction or limitation with which this nl'gotiation is to be 
clogged, is an admission that the Ristigouche and St. John's are not At­
lantic rivers, because one flows into the bay de Chaleurs and the othel' 
into the bay of Fundy, yet neither falls iuto the river St, Lawrence. 
They would then find those highlands between the St. John's and the 
Penobscot. There cannot be a mOl'e al'1'ogant pretension or' palpable ab­
surdity. Suppnse the waters of both these ri\'el's are excluded, as flowing 
neither way, still the water's that flow each 'way al'e so far sepal'ated as 
to lea~'e a tr'act of country which, if equally divided, would carry us far 
beyond the St. J ollll's. But we admit no such hypothesis. The Atlantic and 
the sea are lIsed in the charters as synonymous ter'ms, The Ristigouche, 
uniting with the bay de Chaleur's, which communicates with the sea, and 
the St. John's, uniting with the bay of Fundy, which also communicates 
with the sea, and that, too, by a mouth of ninety miles wide, al'e both 
Atlantic "ive,'s. These rivers wel'e known by the negotiators not to be 
St. Lawrellce l'il)erS; they were known to exist, for they were, rivers of 
the first class, If they wel'e lIeithel' St, Lawl'ence nor Atlantic, why were 
they ,not excepted? They wel'e not of the former, thm'efore they must be 
included in the latter desCl'iption, Indeed, if rivers unitillg with Atlantic 
bays are not Atlantic rivel's, the Peuobscot and Kennebec, which unite 
with the respective bays of Penobscot and Sagadahock, would lIot b" 
Atlantic river's; and thl'II, where al'e those highlands which divide the 
\Vatel's referr'ed to in the treaty of 178:3? Should we leave this question 
ullsettled a little 'onger, and the British claims continue to iner'ease, we 
might vel'y SOOIl find these highlands soutb of the Conuecticut, and all the 
inter'mediate country would be recolonized by "constl'llctiOIl." '" e there­
fore invoke the sympathy of ali New England, with New York besides, 
to unite against this lll'ogl'essive claim-this avalanche, which threatens to 
on'l'whelm litem as well (IS ourselves . 

.Again, if this Mar's Hill (and we confess we cannot speak of the pre-
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tension with any patience) is tile northwest angle, and the north boundary 
of ~ ova Scotia and the south boumla!'y of the pl'odnce of Quebec are 
the same, and 1100,th of the bay de Chaleul's, then thel'e is indeed no north­
west ang!e; for a line due north fl'oln the mOllument, passing by Mars 
Hill, must plII'sue lleal'ly the same dil'cction to get to the nOl,th orthat bay 
witllOut cl'ossing it; and whoever thougbt of an angle at the side of a 
continuolls line? Now, accIH'lling to the Bdti5h maps, taken in this very 
case, you must run a course of north about fOUl'teen degl'ees east to obtain 
the north side of' the bay without cl'ossing it, and the distance would ~e, 
in this almost due north dil'ection, 1l100'e than one hundred miles, while 
that from the monument to ;\lars Hill would be little more than forty. 
Now when we consider that this nOl,therly line must fQl'tll neal'ly a l'ight 
angle to pass alons the n()rth shol'p of the bay de Chaleur", that this is 
one hundred miles fal,ther nOl,th than Mars Hiil, where, instead of an 
angle, there can be only an inclination of fOuI'teen degrees, can there be a 
greater absurdity than the British claim, founded on thcse facts? 

'Ve will now present some facts aHd remarks in regal'li to the sUI'veys and 
explorings made by the commission undel' the 5th article of the treaty.of 
Ghent: and the fil'st fact that occurs is, that the elerations takcn by the BI'lt­
ish surveyor stop far short of whcl'e the waters divide, and we find no proof 
that these elevations wCl'e carried through by our own surveyors, If the 
Bl'itish surveyor, aftel' asccrtaining he 'was still ascending, and had, in fact, 
al'rived at thc lands at a branclt nf a ri-.:a clcvated five hundl'ed feet above 
the summit of Mars I:I ill.foulId it prudent to stop short, we see no goud I'cason 
why the American agent did not proceed on and take accurate ele\'ations at 
a place whCl'e the waters divide. If such a sliney was made the commit­
tee have not been ablc to obtain the evirlence; it is lIot in the maps 01' doc­
uments in the libl'ury 01' "lliee of the Secretal'yof State, and the commit­
tee believe that no such elevations hu\'e been taken northcl'ly of the first wa­
tel's of the Ristigouche, It is. indeed, a little singular' that we have so 
littlc evidence. lIot only in regard to this height of land, but also of the 
rivcrs which flow into the St. Lawl'cnce to the left, alld especially to the 
right of the north line from the monument. 

'Ve know some of thcm, to be surc, such as the Oelle, Namollska, Verte, 
Trois Pisioles, RelIIonskey, and .Uetis, Oll the left, and the Blanche, Louis, 
.i'lagdalen, and other's, 'on the I'i,~ht of this line, lJut we know them chiefly 
as on maps, and as tl'anscrilJed from oldel' map~, but very little from actu­
al survcy or e\'eB exploration, An examination of the soul'ces of those 
rivers at the I'ight of this north line, with the impOI'tant natural boulHlary, 
the nOl'th shol'e ot' the bay de Chaleul's, would aeclll'ately define the divis­
iOllalline between the provillcc of Quebec and Nova Scotia, which, ex­
tending \\est. would intel'sect the due nOl'tll line, and thus form the north­
west angle of Nova Scotia. 

It moreover appeal's that little or no exploration has been made of the 
lands, east of the due north li·H', It seems stl'ange to us, although it may 
be satisfactol'ily explained, why we should have been drawn away fl'om this 
very important region. It is, indeed, the trlle source of inl}uiJ'Y. In this 
direction the cyidence is to be fountl; and ~,Iaine can never be satisfied 
until it is looked fOl' hel'r. 

An t'xh'aol'r.\inul'y method pf adjusting this question, though in perfect 
accol'(lance with Qther pretensions, has been p:'uposed by Great Britain-
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that the disputed tCITitory should be divided in cqual portions, each party 
being satisfied of the justice of its claims. To this PI'oposition we cannot 
sllbscl'ibe. It is equally unjust between nations amI. individuals. Wheth­
er a party in cOllh'oVCI'SY is satisfied or not with the justice of his claims, 
is what is only known to himsclf, anu, conserluentIy, the one "hose claims 
are most cxol'lJitant, howevcr unjust, will always get the best end of the 
bargain. But sllch a rule would, in this casc, apply most unfol'tunately 
to Maillc. 'Ve arc limited, at farthest, to the St. Lawrence, and to a \"cI'y 
nano\\' point there, while the Br'itish may extend theil' claims to the south 
aBd west indefinitely. Establish this pI'iliciplc and we shall soon find 
their claims, already so progl'essive, stl'etched ovel' to the Piscataqua, and 
then if we are to divide equally both as to qantity and quality, the di\"is­
ionallillc then would fall south of thc Kcnnebcc. If the want of the 
consent of Maine is the obstacle to such an adjustment, we trust it will al­
ways remain an insupel'able one. Indeed,,, e pl'otest against thc allIllica­
tion to liS lof such a I'ule, as manifestly uncqual and unjust. 

'Ye come now to the recent transactions of tlle Bdtish colonial authori­
tics, sanctioned, as jt appeal'S, by the Go\'ern:nellt at home; alld \\ c re­
gret to pCl'ceive in them, aho, those stl'ong ilJdications of continual and 
rapid encroachment which havc chal'acterized that GIl\cl'l1ment in the 
wholc of this cOlltro\'el'sy, Mr'. Livingston, in his letter of the 21st of 
July, 1832, l"'opu,cs that, •• ulltil the lIlatter be urought to a final conclu­
sion, both llal,ties shlll1ld I'('fl'ain fl'om the excl'cise of juJ'istiiction;" and 
MI'. Vaugh all, in I'eply of 14th April, 1'833, ill behalf of his GOI't~I'lIment, 
" entirely concurs." Ilen', thCII, the faith of the b\ u GO\'CI'IIIDents is 
pledged to abstain [I'om acts of jUl'isdictioll until all is settI,,!!. Nil" how 
al'e the facts? 'Ve 1Il1dcl'stand, alld, indeed, it ;tppeal's by documcMtsherc­
with cx.hibited, that all act has paS6cd the Legi,;lattll'c of l\ew nl'tln~\Yick, 
"incoqlOl'atiug the St. Andl'ew's and QuelJec I'aill'oad company:" that 
the King has granted £ 1 0,000 to aid the enterprise. anti that thl' Legisla_ 
ture of Lown' Cal.latla, by its resolutions of both Houses, has apllI'oved the 
scheme and promised its co,opcl'ation. It may be that the' GO\'Cl'lIment at 
home waii not awarc that tllis raill'oad lTIust ille\'itably cross the disputed 
tcrritory. 

But this ignorance of the subject seems iricl'edible. A I'ailroad from St: 
Am)rew's to Quebcc would be impossible unless it cl'ossed the tel'l'itol'y in 
qnesti\.m-e\'en next lo impossible and totally useless were it to pass 
at the north 01' the St, JolIn's. It seems therefol'e extraordinar'y indeed, 
that the British GOYCI'nmcnt, even in the incillient stagcs of this entcl'­
IJrisc, should make an a\lPI'opl'iation which is ill dircct violation of its sol­
emil pledge. To give to a railr'oad corporation powers OYCC onr rights 
and property is the sh'ongest act of sovel'eignty. It is all act of delegated 
powel' which we oUI'seh-es gh'e to our own citizens \Iith extreme caution, 
and "ith gual"lled I'estl'ictiuns aud I'esenations. This raill'oad must not 
only cross the dislluted territory, but it crosses it fifty miles south of the 
St. John'S, a'nd almost to the southel'ly cxh'emity of the BI'itish claim, ex­
h'avagant as it is. By the map herewith exhibited o~ the surv-ey of !he 
l'oute, it appears that ~he road crosses our, due north hne at ~I(aI'S HIli, 
thence doubling round It toward5 the south, It cI'osses the Roostzc between 
the Great amI Little Jllachias, the .I111eguash at the outlct of Fir~t Lake, 
a branch of the St. John's south of Black ri"cer, and passes into Canada 



14 r Doc. No. 31. J 
bewteen "Spruce Hills" on the right, and "Three Hill,>," on the Jeft, 
thus cl'ossillg a tract of country south of the St. John's, one hundred by 
fifty miles. We have not a copy of the act of incorpol'ation of New Bruns­
wick, and cannot, thel'efore, say that the route thei'c defined is the same as 
on the map. Be this as it may, cel'tain it is, as anyone will see, that no 
possible route can be devised which will not cross the ter~'itory in .q~es­
tion. It is, then, a delibet'ate act of power, palpable ami direct, clalmlllg 
and exercising soYel'eiguty far south even of the line rccommended by the 
King of the Nethcl'lands. ' 

In all OUl' inquidcs and examinations of this subject there has been great 
negligence in regard to this N. W. angle. Judge Benson, one of the 
commissiouers under Jay's treaty, ill a letter to the President of the Uni­
ted States, expI'essly and c1eal'ly defines this angle. He states distinctly 
that the due north line from the source of the St. Croix, is the 'west side 
lille, and the highlands are the north side line which form this angle, and 
this had never heen questioned by the British themselves. 

This due north line, "iz : the west side line, was established by the 
commission of which Judge Benson was a member, and the BI'itish have 
made the north side line to ue north of the bay de Chaleurs, and yet with 
these postulatcs, to pretend that the points of intersection cannot be found, 
is one of thc greatest of theil' ausurdities. And another absUl'dity quite 
equal is, that, after passing west along the north shore of this bay, they 
would fall down neal'ly south more than one hundred miles to Mars Hill, 
about sixty miles fl'om the south shore i}f the pro I'i nce, at the bay of Passa­
maquoddy, which is a part of the uay of Fundy; and this point too of so 
little inclination, that it is a palpable pel'Version of language to call it an 
angle, milch more a N. W. angle. 

It is indeed time for us tn begin to search, amI in the right plades too, 
in ordel' to pllt a stop to Ihese pel'petual encroachments upon our territory 
and rights. Our fir'st object should be to ascei'tain and fI'ace the north 
boundary of Nova Scotia, which is the south boundary of thc province of 
Quebec, and see if Canada comes as far down as Mars Hill. And we 
should IJroceed to finish taking the elevations on the due north line to some 
point where the waters di"ide. The General Govel'nment should ue imme­
diately called on to execute the work, with the co-operation of Massachu­
setts and Maine. Notice should be given to the British authorities to 
unite in the undcrtaking, and, if they refuse, our Government ought to 
proceed ex parte. The act would be entir'ely pacific, as the object would 
be to ascertain facts; much mOI'e pacific than the survey, without notice, of 
the St. Andrew's and Quebec railroad, through our terI'itory, not for the 
~urpose of ascel'taining a boundary, but to assume jurisdiction. 

YOUl' committee have gone through this tedious investigation with all the 
deliberation, exactness, and candol', which our time, means, and feelings 
would allow. Our animadversions may, in some instances, have been 
strong, a.nd e,'en severe, but we think we have expl'cssed the sentiments 
and feelings of the people of Maine, suffering under protracted injuries. 
This State should take a fil'm, deliberate, and dignified stand, and one 
which it will not retract. While it awards to the General Government 
all its legitim~\te powers, it will not be forgetful of its own. We call UpOll 

the President and Congress; we invoke that aid and sympathy of our sister 
States which Maine has always accorded to them; we ask, nay, we de. 
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mand, in the name of justice, HOW LONG we are to be thus trampled dO\vn 
by a foreign people? and we trust we shall meet a cOI'dial and patriotic 
response in the breast of every republican of the Union. 

Your committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions. 
L. J. HAM, l 
NATH'L S. LITTLEFIELD, I 
SAMUEL P. BENSON, ,(.oj the Senate. 
EBENEZER HIGGINS, I 
JOHN R. RED.MAN, J 
JUHN HOLMES, l 
~ A. LOWEL~ I 
NATHAN IDE, 
_DA~lEL SMALL, 
SEWALL PRESCOTT, ';>0] tlie House. 
EPHRADI WE~KS, I 
JAMES BURBANK, 
CHARLES HllNT, 
JOlIN D. RICHARDS, J 

STATE OF MAINE. 

Resol-ves relati-ve to tlie .Northeastern BOltlldm'y, 

Resol-ved, That we view with much solicitude the British Ilsurpations and 
encroaehments on the NOl·theastern pal't of the territOl'y of this State. 

Resolved, That pretensions so groundless allli extJ'avagant indicate a 
spirit of hostility which we had no reason to expect from a nation with 
whom we are at peace. 

Resolved, That vigilance, I'esolution, lit'mness, and union on the part of 
this State, are necessal'y in this state of the controversy. 

Resol-ved, That the Governor be authorized and l'equested to call on the 
Presidcllt of the United Statrs to calise the Northeastel'll boundary of this 
State to be explored and surveyed and monuments er'ected according to the 
treaty of 1785. 

Resol-ved, That the err-operation of Massachusdts be requested. 
Resol-ved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed and our Repre­

sentatives requested to endeavol' to obtain a speedy adjustment of the con-
troversy. . 

Resol-ved, That copies of this rr-port snd resolution be transmitted to 
the Governor of Massachusetts, the PI'esident of the United States, to each 
of OUl' Senator's and Representatives in Congress, anll other Senators in 
Congrels, and the Governors of the several States 

In the House of -Repl'esentati res, March 24, 1857. Read and passed. 
H. HAMLIN, Speaker. 

In Senate, March 25, 1857. Read and passed. 
J. C. TALBOT, President. 

March i5, 1837. Approved: 
ROBERT P .DUNLAP. 
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ST A TE Or MAINE. 

EXECUTIYE DEPARTMENT, 

Allgusta, 'Jltlle 27, 1857. 

SIR: I lose no time in communicating to your excellency a copy of a 

lettel' fl'om SiI' John Harvey, Lieutenant Gove['nol' of the pl'ovince of New 

Brunswick, allli also a letter I'l'0111 J. A. Maclauchlan to Sir John Barye)" 

In relation the an'est anu imprisonment of Ebenezel' S. Greely. 

I havc the honor to be, with high considerations, 
Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT P. D{j~LAP. 

His Excellency ~hRTIX VAX BL'REN, 

President oj the United states. 

GOVEUNMENT HOUSE, FREDEIUCKTON, N. B., 
June 12, 18S7. 

SIR: Since I had the honol' of addressing your excellency under date 

the 6th illstant, announcing my assnmption of the administration of this 

GOYC'l'Ilment, a 1'ep01·t 'has beeu laid befol'c me by the wal'den of the dis. 

Illited tenitol'Y, a copy of which I feel it to be an act of coul'tesy towards 

yom' excellency to lose no time ill communicating to you. 

In including the telTitory within the limits of the British claim in the 

census which ., Ebenezer Gl'eel)," appears to have been instl'lIcted to 

take of the llopulation of the county of "Penobscot," he has evidelltly 

acted in ignol'ance Ol' under a misconception of the subsisting relations 

betwixt England and tl:e United Statcs 8'f AmcI'ica, which I cannot allow 

nlJself to duubt Hlat yoU!' cxcellency "'ill lose no time ill cansing to be 

explained and [·c\\loved. Though Ileccssarily cummitted to confinement, I 

haye desir'ed that evel'y regal'll may he shown to Greely's personal Ciln. 

vcnicllce, consistent with the position in which he has" 'Voluntarily" placed 

llimsclf: I IISC this expression because, as )'OUI' excellellcy will observe, 

Gl'eely was infOl'med by the warden that if he would desist from the act 

in which he was engaged and the language which he was holding to the 

people of the Madawa~ka settlement, (acts constituting not only all inter. 

ference with the acknowledged l'ights of jurisdiction of this PI'ovillce but 

the llositivc exel'cise withill its limits of actual jurisdiction, however unau 

thorized on the pal't of the State or Maine,) and would withdl'a w fl:om this 

dish'ict, he should be allowed to do so, otherwise, that in the discharge of 

the duties imposed upon him hy his office, he (the warden) who is in the 

commission of the IleacI', must be under the necessity of apprehending, in 

order to make him amenable to t.he laws of the province. This pl'oposal 

Gl'eely rejected, and was accor~l\lgly committed to jail" to be dealt with 

according to law., In the mean time, as an evidence of my desire to culti. 

vate the most fl'iendly understanding" ith the Government of the State of 

which Greely is a citizen, I lose no time in saying that, upon receiving'an 

assurance from YOllr excellency that your authority shall be exerted in 

restrain.ing thi~ ~r any oth~~ cit!z~n of the S~ate of Maiile from adopting 

pl'oceedlllgc; Within the British hmlts, (as claimed,) calculated to infringe 
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the authority and jurisdiction of thi" province and to ,listlll':" and ullsC'itle 
the minds of that portio I I of iti'! inhaliitanls 1'C'siding in the disputed tC'ITi­
tories, until the f!tlC'stir.:1 in dispute lie hr'mght to a final settlement, Greely 
shall be immrlliately elilargrd, 

Trusting that your excl'lIel'cy will sec in this proposition an anxiolls 
desil'e on my pal't to redeem the pledge given in my commllnicatiun of the 
61h instant, 

I have the hOllor 10 be, 
Your excellencv's most obedient hllmble srrvrlllt. 

• J,HARVE~ 
His Excellency the GOVERNOR Jl'I. G" Lt, Goverllor, <S'C, 

oj the Stu Ie oj .'lIa i 11 C. 

FREDERICKTON, NEW BRUNSWICK, 

JUlie 10. ISS7, 
)f AY IT PLF.A!'E YOUR EXCELLEXCY: In obedience to YOIII' "x('cI­

Jency's insti'uctions, cOlllmllllicated to me through the Advocate GClln"I, 
in the absence of the Attorney and SolicitOl' lielilTals, I Ila\'e III,\\, Ihe 
honOl' to repol't, for the infol'matioll of your excellellcy, tilat I ploceeded 
with the least possiblc delay to the Madawaska settlrlllellt, 011 nly al'l'i­
yal at the GI'eat fall';, one IlIIudl'ed and thil,ty mil~s fl"Om 1t~lIce, I was 
illformed that the Amel'ican citizen, E!/l'llrZl'l' S, Greely, had pa.,s~J 
up the day pl'evi()us, ftll, the )IU1'pose of agaill Ill'oceeding with the cell­
sus of the illhabitants of Madawaska, uliller autllOrity 1'1'0111 the Slate 
of Maine, Aware of the 11I'0bable excitement that would nalul'ally arj.,e 
between the tWIl GII\'el'nlllents ""om this cil'cumstance, and at the sall,t) 
t.me fuJly convinced that his M<ljl'sty's Governmeut would but I'egl'ct 
any lIunecessary misundel'stallding !lul"ing the pending negotiation, i 
thought it advisable to call UPOlll'l'h-, CIIOlllb" a lIIagistl'ate rpsiding t"eh'e 
miles above the falls, allll request hilll til accompany me, \\ hich he readily 
did. to witness the conversation between MI', Greely and myself: 

'Ve then proceeded, and overtook MI', Greely a short distance abo\'e 
Gl'een rivet', about twenty-four miles from the falls, hadng asn'r·tainl'll 
by the illhabitantl'J, as he passed up tire ri\'er, that MI', Greely \\'as the 
whole of the Jlrevious day employed in taking down their' names, IIlIl11ber 
of rach family, and stating they would shOl'(ly I'('ceive from the State of 
Maine, a sum of money not exceeding tllI'ee dollars for each head of faluily, 
out of the sUI'plus I'evenue of the United States, 

I requil'ed MI'. Greely to show me his instrnctions for exel'cising author­
ity in Madawaska, when he handed me a document, a copy of which I 
beg to enclose to your excellency, and aftcr pel'using the saine I "c­
tUl'ned it, with my opinion that I really thought he (MI'. GI'rely) hall 
mistaken the intention of his instructions, as no allusion was made l'ithel' 
to that settlement''OI' the telTitory in disJlute, and tllereforr, if he wuu!(l 
then desist in taking the census, I would take 110 notice of \\ hat had passed. 
Moreovel', in reply to my advice and l'equest, he (M I', Gr'eely) l'rmOIl­
strated, and attempted to make it appear that he would be fully uorne out 
by his Government in what he had done; alld tIrat it was alsu his intentioll 
to complete the censlIs if he was not prl'\·cnted. This reply I regl'et hav­
ing left me no aItm'native but to make him a pl'isoncl', which I did on 

2 
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Wednesday the 7th instant. On Fl'iday eve~ing ,I al'l'ived at Fr·cder'ick. 
ton, and tiJi" murning, (Satur'da~'.) hy the ad~'I~e of the Advocate Genel'als, 
I committed him to the jail of the cuunty of lork. 

I have the honor to be YOUI' exr,elIency's 
Must obedient, hum hie sel'vallt. 

J. A. MACLAUCHLAN. 
Warden oj the disputed territory. 

His Excellency Maj. Gen. Sir JOHN HARVEY, 
Lieutenant Governor, cS'!'. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN'£, June 19, 1837. 

SIR: J have the honor to enclose to your' excellency the copy or a Jet­
teI' which came to halld by the last mail, by which it appeal's that Eben­
ezer S. Greely, Esq., the agent empluyed by the county commissioners 
fOl' the county of Penobscot to take the census of the tOWII of Madawaska, 
has been al'l'ested hy the allthol'ities of the province of New B:'uswick, 
and is now incal'cel'ated in the jail at Fr'eder'ickton. 

III this state of things it hecolIIl's my ~ainflll duty to make this commu­
nication to youl' excellency, and to in~ist that pl'ompt measlIr'es be adopt­
ed by the Go"erlllllellt of the United State'> to dfect the early I'elease or 
the aforementioned citizen. 

I have the honor to be, 
'Vith great I'espect, YOllr ohedient sel'Vant, 

ROBERT I). DUNLAP. 
His Excellency MARTIN V O\N BUREN, 

President oj the United States. 

FREDERICKTON, PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK, 

June 12, 1837. 
SIR: On the 15th of May last, I was appointed uy the county cnmmis­

sionel's of Penobscot county to take the census of Madawaska. 011 the 6th 
of J line instant, I was arrested by Mr. Maclauchlall, fl'olll this place. and 
committed to jail by him, and there I 1I0W remain in the prisou at Fl'ed. 
erickton. I was cOlllmitted on the 10th installt. I addl'essed a letter to 
you on the lOth, which ha~ gone uy the way of St. Alidrew's. Fear'ing 
that letter will not arl'ive soon, I write again to-day by way of Houlton. 
I have described my an'est mnre particulal'ly in my lil'st lettel', which )'OU 
will ulldoubtedly re(~eive befol'e long; therefOl'e, I only gi\'e the facts in 
this, having a chance, by the assistance of Mr. ,Lombal'd, of Hallowell, of 
fOl'warding this to Houlton pl'ivately. I was employed in business of' the 
State, and do expect my Government will intel'Cede and Iihel'ate me f,'om 
prison in a foreign and adjacent province. I shall be pleased to I'eceive a 
lille from you expressillg your opillion, direction, &c. 

I remain. sir, respectfully, 
YOUI' obedient servant~ 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP. Esq. 
EBENEZER S. GREELY. 

Go'Vernor oj Maine. 
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DEPARTIIE~T OF STATE, 

Washington, Jllne ~6, 18S7, 

SIR: I have the honor, by direction of the President, to acknowledge 
the receipt of YOU!' lettel' to him of the 19th instant, enclosillg the copy of 
a commllllic'ation dated the 12th of the same l1Ionth, addl'essed to you uy 
EueHezer S, GI'eeV, Esq" the agent employed uy the county commission­
ers for the coullty of Penobscot to take the censlls of the tOWII of Mada­
waska ; fmm which it appeal's that he has ueen arrested by the authorities 
of the province of New Brunswick, and is now in cOllfinemrnt ill the jail 
at Ft'ellel'icktoll; and insisting that prompt mrasures ue adopted by the 
Government 01" the United States to effect the eal'ly release of the alJOve­
named citizen. 

The circurllstances attending this outrage, ?os giv('n in Mr, Greely's 
letter, are not sufficirnt, in the view of the P,'esident, to warral,t the in­
terofel'ence of the Government at pl'e~ent. FOI' wlrat cause, at what (llar.e, 
and by what author'ity, the arrest was made, is not stated. The necessal'y 
explanations may be found, pel'llaps, in the previous communicatioll which 
MI', Gl'eely refers to as having urell address!.'d to JOU !Jy him 011 the 10th 
June; if nut, it is pl'ohaule that you will easily be aule to obtain explicit 
infOl'mation from othe!' SflUI'Ces, alltl comlllunicate it to this Df'pal'ttncllt. 
It is indispensable that a full knowledge of all the facts i1lustr'ative of the 
case should be in possessioll of the Goverlllllcnt ucfore allY rUl'llIal appli­
cation for redress can be properly PI'CfC/'I'('d, 

In the mean time, I have, in CIHlVI'I'oadoll, unoOicially called the atten­
tion of Mr. Fox, the Bl'itish millis!et' at'Vashingtoll, to this cum plaint, 
and he has given me an aSRUl'ance that he will immediakly add/'ess a 
representation un the suuject to the (To\'I.'.I'no/' of !\ ew B/'lllls\\ ie/" !'t'quest­
ing. unless the/'e shall be 80me vel'y extraordinary ,'('a5(mS against it, tbat 
Mt·. Gl'cely may be set at libel'ty. 

I am, sir, YOUt' obedient st'('\'ant, 
JOH,\l FORSYTH. 

His Excellency ROBERT P. DVNLAP, Esq., 
. Guvernor oj .;llai lie • 

• 
STATE OF MAINE. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, July 5, 1857. 

SIR: I have had the honor to I'ec!.'ive yours of the 26th of June last ill 
which, by direction of the Presidt'nt, you indicate that tile cir·t:llmsta~ces 
detailed in Mr, Gl'eely's letter /'l·lative to his alTest and imprisonment al'e 
not of themselves, without fUl'ther explanation, sufficient to justify the in­
terfl'r'ence of the Government of the United States, This infol mation is 
received ",ith some SUI'I"'ise, and much regret: surpl'ise, because I had 
under'stood Mr. C;Wreely's communication to show, that while employed 
within the limits of this State, and under its authority, on a business 
intrusted to him by the laws of the State, he waSt without being chal'ged 
or suspected of any other offence, seized and transported to a foreigll jail ; 
regret, inasmuch as the feelings of the people of this State have 'been 
strongly excited by this outrage upon the hono/' and sovereignty of Maine; 
and each additional day's confinement which that unoffl'nding citizen 
endures, is adding to the indignation of OU1' citizens. I thel'eore hasten 
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to lay. before you a summu!'y of the fI'ansactions connected with this sub­
ject, as they al'e gathcl'ed I'l'om Mr. Greely's communications to this De­
padment. The facts arc to be consitlel'ed the less in?ispu,table, bccause 
they arc in the main confirmed by the statemel,ts con tamed In the letter of 
the Lieutenant GOHI'nol' of the l,rovince of Nl'\v Brullswick, by whose 
order the imprisonment wall made, and a copy of whifh I recently had the 
honor of h'ansmitting to the President. 

On the eighth day of March last, the Legislature of this State passed 
an act I'elat!ve to the surplus revenue, a COllY of which is enclllsed, to the 
eleventh, twelfth, and thil,teenth sections or which I bl'g Il'ave to refel' 
your attention. An allditional act was passed on the 29th day of Mal'da 
last, a copy of which I also enclose. .8y this last-named act, it became 
the duty of the county commissionl'I's of Penobscot county to cause an 
enumeration to be taken of the inhabitants of said county residing north 
of the sUl'vcYl'd and located townships. The tract thlls defined compl'ised 
the town of Madawaska, which was incorporated by this State on the 15th 
of Much, 1831. Pur'snant to that I'equil'ement, the county commissioners 
of said cuunty appointell Ebrn('zer S. Greely to per-form that service; and 
being duly commissioned, he forthwith proceed~d to the place designated, 
and cntered upon the required operations. Being thus employed, he was, 
on the 29tlr day of May last, arrested by the authorities of the ,province 
of New Hrunswick, and cOllveyed to 'VoodstIlCk, in the county of Carleton, 
in said lll'ovince; but the shel'iff of the county refused to commit him to 
jail, alld he was accol'dingly dischal'ged. He immediately I'eturned to the 
Madawaska settlements, to enter again upon the duty intrusted to him • 

. On the 6th day of June last, he was al'l'ested a. second time by the same 
authol'ities, and committed to the jail at Frederickton. It is for this act of 
obedience to the laws of his GoverlllIieut, that Mr. GI'l'ely now lies incar­
eel'ated in a public jail in the province of New Brunswick. Is not redress 
urgently called for? Must 1I0t this unoffending citizen be immediately 
I'eleased ? 

Permit me, sir, to add my confident belief that the President, on this 
pI'esentation of the facts rcJative to this outrage upon the National as well 
as the State rights, will not fail to demand. the immediate release of Eben­
ezer S. Gr'eely, 2nd to interpose suitable claims of indemnity for tlie 
wrongs so walltonly enforced upon him. 

I am, ~'ery l'esllcctfulIy, your obellient servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH, 

Secretary r!.f State if United States. 

An additional Act providill~ for the dist~ibution and repayment of the publie money apportioned 
to the State of MalDe on deposlte by the Government of the United States. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by tile Senate and House of Representatives in Legis­
lature assembled, That the time allowed to the respective cities, towns, and 
plantations, in which to take the census and make retHrns thereof to the 
State treasurer is hereby extended to the twentieth day of June next. 

Sec. 2. Be itjurtlter enacted, That the treasurer is laereby dia-ected to 
distribute the amount of the second instalment of the surplus revenue 
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among the cities, towns, and plantations, accol"cling to the number of their 
respective seholal's, as borne on the school fund appor·tionment ()f the pres~ 
ent yeal·. And the thir'u instalment shall be distl'ibntl'll aceol'ding to the 
same appOI,tionmellt, unless the eensns requil'ed by the act to which this is 
additiullal shall be fully made. and the retllr'ns thel'eof to the tl'easurer 
completed, by ti,e fil'st clay of July next. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That thc thil'c! and fourth instalments shall 
, be dish'ibuted among thc towns, piantations, cities, and ullincorporateri 
places, in such ma.rlOer as that thc aggregate of thc fOllr instalmcnts shall 
be in exact pl'opor'tion to their pOPlllation, a'> ascel'tainccl by said census. 

Sec. 4. Be itJnrther enacted, That, ill addition to thc enllmcr'ation re­
quil'cd by the act afol'esaiu to be takell by the county cOOlmissiollel's, it 
shall be the duty of tile county commissionel's of the county of Penobscot 
to take the enull1cI'alion 01' census of all the inhabitants of said county 
residing north of the slll'vcyecl ane! located to\\'nship~. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the tl'~aSUl'el' bc !lil'cete!! to cause 
the first section of this act to be fOl'lbwith publiH\rcll in all the nf'wSpaperH 
that publish the laws ot' the State. 

Sec. 6. Be ilfllrther enacted, That the act to which this is additional. 
and also this act, shall take effect and be in force from the times of the 
passage t.hcl'cot' respectively. 

[AppI'ovcd by the Govel'llor Mal'cll 29, 1837.J 

lIth, 12th and 13th Sections of An Act providing for the disposition and repayment of the 
public money apportioned to the State of Maine 'on deposite by tbe Government of tbe 
United States, 

Sec. 11. Be itjllrthel' enacted, That, fOl' the p!lrpose III' ascertaining the 
populaliun of the several citie~. toW!!'" anti plantatiolls, in thi~ Stat~" the 
altlel'lllen of cities, the ~ell'ctmen of t')\VIIS. anti the a::,se';~f)I'S or planta­
tiflllS, are hel'eby authol'izctl. at the l'xpensc of theil' I'rspectivc cities. 
tOWl/s. aile! plantations, to cause the Illlllluel' of the ilihaiJitallts thel'cof, 
(olllitting ill snch ellumel'atioll foreigners 1I0t natul'alized, whose I'Psitlellce 
has not been establishelJ at least foul' ;. eal's in a'lIy of the citit'~. tOWlJS, 01' 

plantations, or otliel' place \,'hel'ein slIch ellumer:atioll is to be made, and 
Indialls not taxed,) to be tal't'll. acror'dillg to tile tlil'ectioml of this act. 
The said enullleration shall Ilistillgllish all PCl'SIllh tllldel' Hie ,::;e or fOlll' 
yea I';; ; those of f'Jur and IInclel' hn'lIty-olle; and tllo-e of !\\,('lIty-o;;c anll 
IIpwal'ds, 1H'longing to l'ach city, town, and plalltation in this State, on the 
tin-st day Ilf Marcil. I'ightecn Iltlndl'l'd and thirty-srvell. 

Sec. 12. Be itjnrllICI' ellactcel, Tllat said aldel'llH'Il, selectmcn. 01' as­
sessOl'S, 01' such IWl'son 01' pel'suns a,~ shall be appointed uy tlwra for that 
IJllI'pose. shall I'!'specthrly. before ('ntel'illg UpOIl tilt' j,trl'ol'mance of theil' 
dllty as arOl'eSlaid. "ake and ~llbsCl'ibe all oath 01' allil'lliatioll, bc!"ol'e some 
jllstice of the peace, fOI' the faithful p!'['fol'lll<lnce of theil' dllt,,;.;, in sub­
stance a~ follows: 

I, -- --, of ---. do sol('nllily swear' ~()I' llllit'm) that I will truly 
mId faithfully make a full aud pl'rft'rt ellume"atioll and desC!'iption of the 
IJel'SOlis I'('sident within tile -- of -- Oil the first. day of March, eigh­
teen hundred alllI thirty-seren, alld ['etul'lI the ~ame to the tl'l'astlrer of 
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Maine, agl'eeahly to the dil'ections of an IIct entitled "An act pl'orilling 
fiJI' th(' disp'Jsitioll amI r'epllymellt of the public mouey apportiolled til the 
State of .Maine 011 deposite by the GflVel'lllllellt o[ the United States," ac­
cOl'ding to the brst of my ahility; and that I \\ ill make said enumel'ation 
and descI'iption by aclual illfllliry at ever} dwclling house in said -- or 
pel'slmal inqllir'y of the head of e\"el'y family, alld not otherwise. 

Sec. 15. Be it jUl"thel' enacted, That said enullleration shall be fully 
com plcted, and aCClll'a te l'etuI'ns ther'eof made to the tl'easur'er of the State, 
on UI' before the twentieth day of Apr'il ncxt ; which returns shall he made 
ill a schedule, the [uI'm of which (with the fUI'm of the oath specified in this 
section) shall uc provided alld furnished hy said treasurer, and they shall 
distinguish the seveml families uy the name of their mastel', mish'ess, 01' 

head. Auu the 11('1'8011 takillg such enlllller'ation shall take and subscriue 
upon the l'cllll'lIS I'endered by him, all oath or affir'mation as follows; 

I, -- --, do solemnly swear' (01' ailll'm) that the nllmuer of persons 
set fOl't h ill the r'etul"II made uy 11Ie, agl'eeahly til the provisions of the act 
entitled" An act pro\"idillg [01' the dispositioll and repayment of the public 
mOllcy Hppor'tioneu to the State of Maille on deposite uy the Government 
of the Uuited States." has been ascer'tained by an actual inquir'y at evel'y 
dwellillg-llOu~c, or a pCl"sonal illqllir'y of the head of every ramily. in COll­

j',)nnit)· with the pI'()\isions of said act; and that tile I'etul'll aruI'esaid is 
con'ect and true, accUl'ding to the best of my knowledge and uelief. 

A B. 
And the hlank [ol'ms which the tI'easUI'el' is to transmit shall ue for­

war'del! tu the sheriffs of the I'espectivc couuties. whose duty it shall be to 
cause the same to be for,thwilh distl'ihuted to tlJe cler'ks of the l'l'specth'e 
cities, towns, and plantations. And the she/'iff',; bill tlterefol' shall be JlI'e­
sented to the Legi~latul'c ful' alluwance. 

DEPARTlIlENT OF STATE, 

Washington, July 14, 1837, 
SlIt: Your' letter I;f the $(\ instant has bcell ("eceh·ed. The slIrpr'ise 

you ('xIJl'e~s thaI the infiJl'lIlatioll contained ill the letter' of Mr, Greely, 
which accompanied your' fOI'IIl!'r' cornlllllnicatioll, wai; lIot consilil'red Sl~r­
ficient to ellable the Presidl'lIt t.) make a [.mual application to the Br'itish 
GO\'el'nllll'nt [or his l'elease. has pl'obably ar'iscn frum JOlll' not havinO' ad. 
yer'te~l pal,ticulal'!Y to ~lre derects of Iris statement. It was not expl"~ssly 
mentioned for' what orrenI'(' the atTest was made. nor wltel'e it took place, 
upon the It'nitIJI'y in di~Jlllte uetween the Uuite<l States aliI! Great BI'itain, 
or beyolHl it, The char'artrl' nf the ehar'ge ancl the place at whir,h the 
offence was committeu might have been infell'e" fr'om what was stated: 
but you must perceive the hnpr'IJpr'iety of a formal cO'lJplaint fr'om one 
GU\'UlIlIlent to another fOlrndel1 "pon illfrr'ence, wilen the means of ascer. 
taining alld pI'esenting the i"arts distinctly wer'e within the power of the 
party complaining. Bllt although this Depal'tment felt i~self constrained 
by thesc consider'ations to Ilelay a formal applicatioll to the Br'itish Gov­
vernme~lt fill' the ,r'rlease ()~ 1\11-, Gr'cI'ly, it lost III, time, as has ueen IIh'eady 
stated, III proclll"lng the Intl'r-fer'(,II("e to that end of the Br'itish millistel' 
neal' this Governmellt; and I have /lOW the satisfaction to info('rn you that 
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I have learnt fl'om him that he has opened a cOl'respondence with the Lieu­
tenant Governor of New BI'unswick, which it is expected will lead to the 
release of Gr'eely fl'om continement, without waiting for the decision of 
his Bl'itannic Majesty's Governme~lt on thc whole question. 

The ill formation communicated to the Dl'pal'tment since thc receipt of 
your letter of the sd instant, is sufficielltly cXlllicit, and a note founded 
upon it has been, by direction of the President, addl'essed to Mr. Stevcn­
son, instructing him to demand the immediate liber'ation of ~li'. Gr'eely, 
and indemnity for his imprisonment. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN FOl{SYTH. 
Hon. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 

Governor of the State of Maine. 

P. S. The papel's asked for in your letter of the 27th ultimo will be seRt 
to you. 

ST ATE OF MAINE, 

EXECUTIVE DEPART;\IENT, 

Augusta, June 27,1837. 
SIR: I would respectfully solicit copies of all doculllents and papers in 

the Department of Statc of the U lIited States, in .. elation to the subject of 
the Nrll'theastern boundal'Y, with the exception of such as wel'c rUl'llishcd 
this Uepal'tment by the General Gnvel'lIment in the year 1827. It is UII­
del'stood that copies have been fUl'IIbhed relative to this subject down to the 
re~pective statements submitted by the two Governments to the King of 
thc Nethel'lands, but the argument!! we have not been furnished with. 

I am, very respectfully, YOU1' obediellt servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH, 

Secretary oj State oj th.e United States . 

• 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, July 19, 183i. 

SIR: In compliance with the request contained in your lettel' of the 
27th ultimo, I have the honor to tr'all~mit to YOIl a pl'intell volume, con­
taining a statement on the pal't of the U lIiteli States of the case rercrred, 
in llllrsuance of the convention of the 29th SeptemlH'I', 18'l7, between the 
said States and GI'Eat Britaill. to the King flf the Nether'lands for his de. 
cision thereon, and to refer you. fOI' such other papers and documents in 
relation to the Northeaster'n boundal'Y as ha\'e not been specially furnished 
by this Dep31'tmellt to the Executive of Maine, to the following numbers 
in the vohlmes of documents of the Sl'nale and HOllse flf Rl'presentatives, 
di!ltributellunliel' a rellolution of Congl'ess, and which have been fl'om time tn 
time transmitted to the senral State Governments, including that of 
Maine. 



r Doc. No. 31. ] 

Dpcumcnts oj th~ HOllse oj Representatives. 
1st ses~ir)11 20th COlIgl't~SS, No. 217,218. 
2t1 session 20th COli gl'es~, No. 90. 
2u session 2sd Congl'ess. No, 6:2. 

DocllmCllts oj the Senate. 

1st session 24th COllgress, No. 414. 

I have the honor to be, si I', 
YOUI' obedient sen'unt, 

Hon, ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 

GIJ'VfI'nor of .Maine • 

• 
STATE OF MAINE. 

JOHN «'ORSYTH, 
Secretary if Stllte 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTlIIENT, July S8, 1837. 

Sm: Impelled hy a sense of duty, :u'i,illi; fl'OIll the oversight com­
mitll'll to lIIe of the I'igltts and intCl'ests of this State, I beg ler,vc to invite 
the at !clItion of YOUI' l'xcellellcy to the subject of the NOI'theasfel'n boundal'Y 
of ~laill('. By the Federal compact, the ohligation of defrndiNg earh State 
llgaillst !'"reign in\'asion, alit! ot' pl'otecting it in the exel'ci,e of its jlll'is­
dictional I'igl'ts up to its extl't'rne line of l}()unliaI'Y, i,., devolved 1Ipon the 
K ational Govel'llment. Pel'lliit me respectfully to inform the Pj'esident 
that, in the opillioll of tire people 0(' r,Jailll', the justice due to this State, 
in this l't'sl)ert. has !lot heell l'enc]cl'{,d. 

Let it 1I;)t be suspected that the tliscontents which 2l'e Illoving sh'ollgly 
and ,Ieeply thl'ough the public mind, flow fl'om allY defiCiency of attach­
ment 01' practical adhesion to om' National G,'\'el'nment. ,Vithout ap­
praling to the hlood Sil ft'eely poured out ill wal' by tlte citizens of Maine: 
to the pl'ivatiolls so clicel'i'lIlly elldlll'ed while the restrictive lIIeasures of 
the GoveJ'nment wel'e pl'o~tl'atillg the mo~t important interests or this 
commel'cial people, or to the SUppOI·t of the Union so cOl'dially gi,-en 
tIJl'l)u~h every vicissitLllle up to the presellt hour': such a suspicion, if it 
could -arise, would he sutlicielltiy I'efuted by mer'ely ad ve[,ting to the fOI'­

bC;lI'anre with \\hic:1 they have so long endul'e(1 the aggl'e9sions by a 
fOl,pign Governmellt Upllll theil' SO\'t'I'eignty, theil' riti;:ens. and their soil. 

It ,,,,)Uld be easy to pl'ove that t:,c tel'l'itOl'Y of Maille extends to the 
highlands nOl,th of the St. John. But that point. having ueen not only 
:'Idmittetl but successfully t1cllIl)lIst/'ated by the Fed,cl'al GO\'cl'IIITlCnt, neeu!i 
not now to be lIi~,cussed. Candol', howe\'er, I'clJlIir'es me to say that this 
COllrt'ded and untleniahle p()sitioll ill accot'ds with the pl'oceedings in 
which the Bl'itish allthOl'ities han' for' mallY year':;; been indulged, alld by 
wlliclt the rightful jlll'isdiction of )'hillc has heen subvCl'terl, her lanus 
ranlged of their most valllalJl~ pl'mllll"t" alit! hel' citizens dl'agged heyond 
the limits of' the State, to unlJel'go the suffel'ings aliI! j~!l()minieo; of a foreign 
jail. These outt'ages have bl'ell made knowlI to the Fedel'al Govel'lIment. 
litey ha'"e been the subject of repeated I'cmonstl'ances lJy the State. and 
tit('o;c l'rmonstrances seem as often to have !Jeen contemned. It call1lot be 
deemed ir'l'elevant 1'01' me hel'e to ask, amid all these val'ious impositiolls, 
and while Maine has been YigoI'ollslyemployed in sustailling the Ullio!) 
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nnd in tt'aining her children to the same high slalldal'd of devotion to the 
}ll)litical institutions of the country. what ,'elief has been hr'ought to liS 

lly the Fcderal Government? The illyauel's IIaYC lIot !leell expelled. The 
-;orereignty and soil of the State at'e yet stained hy the hostile lIIachina­
tiolls of' ,'csident emissal'ies of a fOI'cigll Gover'nment. The tCI'l'itory and 
the .iurisdiction of six millions of acres, OU1' title to which the Govel'n­
ment of the United Statcs has pronoullced to be pel-fect, han', with"ut the 
knowledge of Maine, hecn once' put entirely at hazar'd. GI'a~c discus­
sions, tr'eaty arrangements, and sovereign al'bitl'ation ha\'c been resol'ted 
to. in \\ hich Maine was 1I0t pel'mitted to spcak, and they have resulted, 
not ill ,'emoving the factitious pI'etensions, but in ~upl'lyillg lIewencourage­
mcnts to the aggressors. Diplomatic ingenuity. thc olily foullfJation of the 
British claim, has been al'l'ayed against the pelofect right. 

In the mean time a stipulatioll madc by the Executive of thc nation. with­
out the knowledge of Maine, )lurpOl'ted to pI'eclude her from reelainling her 
rightrlll jurisdiction until the slow procec,s of a npgotiation should he 
bl'ought to a close. Whatevel' the real force of that stipUlation might be, 
made as it was without the concurrence of tile t\\11 bl'allches of the tl'eaty­
making power, it was hoped, when it expired hy Ihe c1l1sing up of that 
negotiation, that a meaSlIl'e fraught, ",ith such hlll,tful con~crl'lellC'es to 
Maine would not again be attempted. But that hope was to he di'iap­
I)ointed, and now, by a compact of similar' chal'acte,., a wl'it of protectioll ap­
Ileal'S to have been sIll'earl hy our own Gc)\'erumellt over Ihe whole mass of 
Bdtish aggl'cssions. 'Vhat then has the Fedel'al Govel'lIment done for' this 
State? May it Iwt bc said, in the language or allothcl', ., :Maine has not 
bepn tr'patcd as sire elldeavored to deseI'Ve." 

On the twenty. second clay of ApI'illast, I had the flO1101' to tl'ansmit to 
Y0l\(' excellency eel'lain I'esohes passed by the Legislature of this State, 
relativc to the Nol'llreastel'n boundary, and, in behalf of the State, to call 
upon the l'I'csidcnt or thc United State, to canse the line to bc explol'er! and 
~;ul'\'eyell, alld monuments ther'eon cI'ected. 'I'll at tlri, call, marie hy direc­
tion of the Lcgislatul'e, did IIllt extend to tile expulsion of invadl'I'~, but 
merely to the asceJ'tainment of the treaty lint', will,l tr'ust, be ,'iewell as it 
was designed to he, 1I0t only as an l'I'idcnce of the continueri fOl'bearance 
of Maine, but as a testimollial of the confiricnce slrc ellel'isherl that th" Fcd­
el'al Executivc woult! pl'olect the tCI'l'itOl'Y. aftel' its limitation should he 

, asccl'tailled. That this applicatiou '.', oultlmeet with fa VOl' rl'onl l he Feder'al 
Executive was expected, more especially as Congl'ess hacl nl:lIJe a sJlt'rific 
appI'opI'ialioll fCll'the PIlI'pose, I will not attempt to conceal the modifica­
tion I have realized. that no reply has hel'll Illade til that comlllutlicatiOl~, 
1101' any measlll'es taken, so fal' as m)' infor'lllatioll extclJc.l~, fOl' e/fecting 
the ohject IIl'opo~ed, 

It IlIIW I'cmains, that in the exerci~l' of that faithrulness for which I stulld 
solemnly pledgerl to the pl'ople of l\1aine, I shuuld again COlli mend to tllc 
attention of thc N lIfionul Executive this appal'cntly ullwelcornc but ,'eally 
impOl'tallt subject. 

I havc thcI'efol'e the honOl' again til request that thc President will cause 
the tr'ealy linc upon the lIol,thcastcl'll limits of .Mainc to he run and mal'ked, 
and 1 cannot hut hopc that, on a I'p.examinatioll of the suhjrrt, your excel­
lency will concul' \\ ith this State in relation to the I'ightfulllcss and the 
necessity of the measure proposed, as well as to all the remedie,s to he 
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adopted for restoring to Maine the invaluable rights from which she has 
so long been tlebarl'ed. 

I have the honor to be. 
\Vith high consideration, 

Your obediellt servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

To his Excellency MARTIN VAN BUREN, 
President oj the United States • 

• 
DEPARTMENT OF'STA'rE, 

Washingtoll, .f1.ugust 17, 1837. 
Sm : Your letter of the 28th ultimo, to the President, was duly re­

ceived. It has been referl'ed to this Depal'tment, with instructions to make 
a suitable reply. 

Your excellency is of opinion that the Federal Government h~s, for a 
series of yeal's, failed to protect the State of Maine in the exercise of her 
juf'isdictional rights to the extent of her boundary, and complains that 
these rights have been, in consequence thereof, subverted, the lalld~ of the 
State ravaged of their most valuable productions, and her citizl'ns slIb­
jerted to impl'isonment in a foreign jail. You,' excellency par'ticularly 
objects to the cOlll'se of the Federal Government for having, without the 
knowledge of the State, put entirely at hazal'd the title of Maine, admitted 
by the Govel'nment of the United States to be perfect, to the territory in 
question, by the' resort to diplomatic discussions, treaty alTallgemellts. am] 
fOl'eign arbitJ'ation, in which Maine was not Ilel'mitted to speak; for having 
entel'ed into a stipulation, without her consent, pUl'['Hlrting t(~ preclude the 
State f,'om retaining hel' rightful jurisdiction, pending a negotiation, and 
for the continuance of it after that negotiation was supposed to have been 
concluded; and for an omission, on the part 6f the Executive of the United 
States, to comply with an application of the State, made through her Legis­
]atUl'e, to have the boundal'y line between Maille and the British NOl,th 
Amel'ican possessions expl'll'ed, surveyed, and monuments er'ected thereon. 
in pur'suance of the author'ity conferred Oil the President by Congress, and 
of a request made by your excellency, which is now renewed. 

The views which YOUI' excellency ha., been pleased to take of the sub­
ject at this time, embrace measures, some of which have long since eeased ' 
to be operative, and reach back to the pt'opriety of the stipulations entered 
into by the h'eaty of Ghent; aho, of the subsequent negotiation designed 
ta bl'ing those stipulations to a satisfactory result, in the lIlode prescl'ibed 
by that treaty-that of arbitrement. It being. as your excrllellcy states, 
the opinion of Maine that those proceedings were unjust and unwise, it is, 
in a matter in which she is so deeply intel'ested, her' undoubtetll'ight to say 
80; yet the President thinks that he canllot be mistaken in believing that 
no practical good can, at this time, be expected f('om discussion between 
the Federal and State GOH'l'l'Ilments UpOII those points. That the meas­
ures refelTed to haye not been as fortunate in their results as \Va'! hopeu, 
is entirely h'ue, but :your excellency may ne\'el,theless be assured that 
tbey had their origin in a sincer'e de~il'e, on the part of the Federal GO\'­
ernmellt, to dischal'ge all its duties towards the State of M.aine as a mem­
ber of the Union, and were l'esOl'ted to in the full belief that her just rights 
wuuld he pI'ornoted by their adoption. 
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In speaking of the restrictions imposed upon Maine in reclaiming her 
righlful jUI'isdiction, your excellency doubtle~sly refel's to the under­
standing lIetween the Fedel'al Government and that of Great Bl'itain, that 
each pal'ly should ahstain from the exercise of jUl'isdietion over' the dispu­
ted terl'itOl'Y lIul'ing the pendency of negotiation. Unless it be COITect to 
say that the contI'over'sy was olle that did not admit of negotiation, and 
that the duty of the Fedel'al Government consisted only in an imlllt'diate 
resOl't to maintain the construction put by itself upon its own rights alld 
those of the State ot' Maine, there would seem to be no reasonable objec­
tion to such an arl'sngement as that alluded to, whether it be viewed in ('e­
spect to the interests or the IJacific and just characters of the respective 
Governments. That this arrangement was 1I0t abrogated at the pel'iod at 
which youl' excellency is undel'stood to suppose t/tat it ought to have been 
done, viz: upon the failul'e of a settlement of the contro\'ersy by arbitra­
tion, is explained by events of subsequent occurrence. When the award 
of the arbih'ator was submitted by the late President to the Senate of the 
United States, that body refused its advice and consent to the execution 
of the awal'd, and passed a resolution recommending to him to open a new 
negotiation with Great BI'itain fOl' the asce('tainment of the boundary ac­
cOl'ding to the tr'eaty of peace of 1783. That negotiation was furthwith 
entel'ed upon by the Executivl'. is still pending. and has been prosecuted 
with unremitting assiduity. It is under such cil'cumstances that the Fed­
el'al Ext'cutive has decided upon a continued compliance with the arl'ange­
mellt l'efel'l'ed to, and has insisted also 1I110n its obsel'vance on tlle pal't uf 
GI'cat Br'itain. 

CUllsider'atiollS of a similar nature have induced the President tu re­
ft'ain hitherto from exercising the (/iscretionary authol'ity with which he is 
invested, to cause the boundar'y line in dispute to be explored. sUl'\'eyed. 
and monuments to be erected tilel'eon. Coinciding with the Govel'nment 
of Maine on the question of the tt'ue boundary between the Bl'itish pl'OV­
inces and the State, the Pl'esidcnt is yet bound by duty to con~idel' the 
claim whid. has been set up by a foreign Power in amity with the United 
States, and the cil'cumstances undel' which the negotiation fOI' the adjust­
ment of that claim has lIeen transmitted tn him. It could not be useful 
to examine the lilllndation of the lll'itish claim in a letter to your excel. 
lency. Respect fUI' the authfll'ities of a friendly nation compels liS to ad. 
mit that they have persuaded themsplves that their claim is justly grounded. 
Howe\'('I'that may be, tile pl'esent l'I'esident of the United States, upon 
entering 011 the discharge of the duties of his office, found that a distinct 
Pl'ojlositioll had been made by his pn'decessor fOl' the purpose of amicably 
settlillp this long-disputl'd contl·ovel'sy. to \\hich 110 answer has yet 
been I'eeeh'cd. U ndel' such circumstances. the President was not able to 
satisfy himself, however' anxious to gratify the people and the Lt'gislature 
of' Maine, that a step like that recommended by them cuuld be usefully 01' 
pl'opel'ly taket]. • 

The clause containing the specific approW'iation made by the last Con­
gress, fOl' l'xplol'ing. sun'eying. and rnal'ldng certain portions of the 
NOI'tlreastel'n lJOulldal'y of the United States, to which you!' excellency al. 
Juries, i.~ by nu means imperative in its character. The simple legislative 
act of placing a sum of money undel' the contI'ol of the Executi,'e fur a 
designated ohjcct, is Ilut undel'stood to be a direction that it must in any 
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eyent be immediately applied to the prosecution of that object. On the 
contrary, so far from implying that the end in view is to be attained at 
all hazaJ'ds, it is believed that it merely \'est8 a discretionary power in 
the President to carry out the views of Congress, on his own responsi­
bility, should contingencies arisc to render expedient the Ill"oposed ex­
pemliture. 

Under existing circumstances, the President deems it proper 'to wait 
for the definitive answel' of the British Government to the last proposi­
tion offered by the United States: wjlen ,'ccei ved, a further communica­
tion to your excellency may be found propel'; and if so, will be madc 
without unnecessary delay. 

It cannot be necessary to assure youI' excellency that the omission to 
reply 10 YOlll' communication forwarding to this Department the resolu­
tiolls of the Legislature of Maim', did not, in any degree, ar'ise either 
from a want of respect for their wishes, 01' for the wishes of your excel- . 
leney, or from indiffcrence to the interests of the State. When these 
resolutions wcre received, there was every reason at no distant day to ex­
pect what is now daily looked fOl', a definitive answer' to the proposition 
just alluded to, tQ which the attention of the British Govel'nmellt had 
been again forcibly invited about the time those resulutions we~'e on theil' 
l)assage. Under'this expectation, a reply to the application fl'om Maine 
was temporarily delayed; the more readily, as, about the time of its 
reception, the lleprescntatives of Maine, acting in reference to one of 
those resolHtions, had a full and f,'ee convCI'sation with the President. 
The most recent proceedings relative to the question of boundary were 
shown to them in this Department by his dil'ections, and the occasion thus 
afforded was eheerofully embraced of offering frank and unrrsel'ved expla­
nations (If tbe Pr'esident's views, 

Of tile recent events which have called the attention of the State of 
Maine to the question (If the Nor'theastel'll boundary, aud which have been 
brought by it to the notice of the PI'esident, one, the arrest and imprison­
ment of Mr', Gr'eely, has all'eady been made the subject of communication 
with your excellency. All that it was competent for the Federal Executive 
t" (10, has been done. Redress has beel! demanded, will be insisted upon, 
and is expected, fl'om that authority f,'om whom alone redress can properly 
be sought. The President has followed the same com'se that was llUl'Sllcd 
by olle of his predecessor's, and which was under'stood to be satisfactory 
to the State of Maille under circumstances of a somewhat similar' ehal'­
acter, III respect to the other-the projected cnnstr'uctioll of a railroad 
between St. Andrew's and Quebec-a rep,'escntation has been addresiOed to 
the British Govel'Dment, stating that the proposed measure is inconsistcnt 
with the uuderstaniJing between the two Governmcnts tu I)reserve the 
status quo in the disputed tt'I'I'itOl'Y until the question of bOlindary be Ant­
isfactorily adjusted, remonsh'ating against the project as rontrary to the 
Amer'ican claim, and demanding a slIspeilsion of all further movements ill 
execution of it. No anSWjlr has yet been re.ceivcd to this communication. 
From an informal conversation between the Bl'itish minister at Washing­
ton and myselr, at the Depar'tment of State, the l)rcsident is, however, 
firm in the conviction that the attempt to make the road in question will 
not be farther prosecut~d. . 

I am, in conclusion, directed to inform you that, howevel' unbounded 
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may bc the confidence of the Legislature and people of Maine in the jus­
tiCe £If their claim to the boundal'Y contended for by the United States, 
the President's is not less so; and your excellency lIIay rest assured that 
no exertions have been, or shall be, spareu on his pm·t, to tll'ing to a fa­
,'orable and speedy termination a question involving interests so highly 
impOI'tant to Maille and to the Uuion. 

I have the honol' to be, with high considel'ation, &c. 

His Excellency ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 
Governor of Maine • 

• 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, August S5, 1837. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to your excellency, by dil'pction of 
the P,'esident, the copy of a note from the Bdtish ministel' at 'Vaslling­
ton, dated yesterday, stating that the Government of hel' Britannic Ma­
jesty has been pleased to dir'ect the immediate discontinuance, by the colo­
nial authorities of Lmvel' Canada and New Br'ullswick, respectively, of 
all operations cOllnected with the IJl'ojected railroad between the cities of 
Quebec and St. Andr'ew's. 

MI'. Fox took occasion, on 'Vednesday last, to inform me that Mr. 
Gl'eely had been discharged f,'om imprisonment at Frcderickton ; a fact of 
which, doubtlessly, youl' excellency hag been sometime sillce apIll'ized. 

I have the honol' to be, with high consideration. &c. 

His Excellency ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 
Governor of ~[ainc • 

• 
DEPARTlIlENT OF STATE, 

JOHN FORSYTII. 

'" ASHINGTON, JJ[arcTt 2S, 18Si. 

The undersigned, Secl'etar'y of State of the United Staft's, has tile hOIlOI', 

by direction of the P,'esident, to illvite the attention of 11 r. Fox, his Br'it­
allnic Majesty's cnvoy extl'aordinary amI minister plenipotential'y, to a 
subject which, fl'om its high impol'tance, demands the Ill'ompt considera­
tion of his Majesty's Government. 

It appeal's f1'om representations and documents recently receivcd at the 
Department of State, that a numbel' of inhabitants of the tOWII of St. 
Andrew's, ill New Brunswick, associated themsel yes together, in the year 
1835, by the name of the St. Andr'ew's and Quebec Raih'oad Association, 
for the purpose of bringing into public notice the practicability of con­
sh'tlcting a rail way between those ports; and that sundl'y resolutions 
wel'C passed in fUl'therance of this object; that the project was sanctiuned 
and pah'onised by ijle Governor'-in·chief of B"itish Nw'th Arner'ica, the 
Lieutenant Govel'nors of New Br'unswick am! Nova Scotia, and the Le-
gislatul'es and people or the pl'ovinces of Lowel' Canada and New Bruns­
wick; that the route of the proposed raih'oad had been explored as far as 
the head-waters of the St. John rivel' by surveyors employed by the asso­
ciation ; that an act has ac1llally passed the Legislature of New B I'uns­
wick incorllorating this company: and that a similar act was expected to 
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be passed ill Lower Canada; that letters were aduressed to the boards of 
traue of Quebec and Montreal, requesting their co.opel'ation; that these 
communications wCl'e favorably recpj veu; anu that petitions had been for­
warded tl) his Bl'itannic Majesty. signed by comnlittees of the association 
ami by illhabitunts of the cities of Quebec and MOlltJ'eal, soliciting the 
construction of a railway between the ports abllvenameu, or the ex­
tension of royal aid and protection to the petitioners ill the proposed un­
dertaking. 

Without allowing himself for a moment to believe that hi!'! Britannic 
Majesty's Government will in any manner countenance the projected rail­
road from St. Andl'ew's to Quebec, when the slightest inspection of the 
map of the country which it crosses will show that its illtended Jocation 
would be, fOl' a great portion of the ,'oute, all encl'oachment upon the ter­
ritory in dispute between the Ullited States and Great Britaill, the Presi­
dent yet sees caUbe fOI' painful su",u'ise and deep regret in the fact that the 
civil authorities of his Majesty's provinces Oil our Nurthcastel'n borders 
should have Jent theil' ellcoul'agemellt.to, or should. in anywise, have pro­
moted an undertakillg which, if pel';;evcred in, will illevitably lead to the 
most disash'ous cOlIs('flucnces. The ouject of the association, from its 
incpption, was objec1ionable; since it could only be effected by entering 
upon tel'l'itory the title to which "as co"tr'oveJ'led and ulisettled; a 1'1'0-

cerlling which could not fail to be offensive to the Gnvernment and people 
of the United States, Still more unjustifiable was the act of sovereignty 
giving to this company cOJ'porate powers ovel' property known to be 
claimed by citizens of a friendly ,and neighbol'ing State, and which consti­
tuted at the time the subject of an amicable nrgotiation betwren the Gov­
ernment of his Mjesty and that of the United States, The P,'esidellt re­
gl'ets to sec in this step on the part of his Majesty's provincial authol'ities 
and subjects, a most exceptionable departure fr'om the principle of contin­
uing to abstain, during the progl'ess Ill' negoti .. tion, froUJ any extension of 
the exercise of juJ'isdieti0!1 within the dispwted telTitory 011 either side; 
the Pl'opl'icty of which has been hitherto so sedu\ou,ly inculcated and so 
distillctly acquiesced in by both pal,ties. An undel'standing that this prin­
ciple should be observed by them, was the nahll'al resuit of the l'esJlective 
positions and pacific intentiolls of the two GOYl'l'Jlmcllts, and could alolle 
prevent the excl'cise of asserted I'ights by for'ce, Without it, the end of 
all negotiation Oil the subject would have been defeated. n, thel'efo,'e, 
no~hing had been said by e~ther IJarty rel~tive to such an Ulldpl'stalllIiJlg, it 
would have beell pl'opel' to IIIfel' that a taCit agl'celllrnt to that effect existed 
between the two Governmeuts. But the cOI ... e~)londellce between them is 
sufficiently full and explicit to Pl'Hent all misconception. The views of 
both Govemments in rcsIJect to it will be found in the lettel's of tire SeCI'e­
taryof State to the minister of Gl'eat Bl'itain, dated the 18tlr of Jdllllary, 
1826, 9th of Januar'y, lIth of Mal'ch, amI 11th of May, 1829; and 
of the B"itish ministel' to the Srcl'rtal'y of State, dated 15th uf November, 
and 20 or Decembrr, 1825; 16th of January, 1827: 18th of Febl'uary and 
25th of Mal'eh, 1828; anu 14th of Apl'il; 1833, ar; well as in other com­
munications, which it is deemed needless now to designate. 

The undel'signed is directed by the President to infOl'm Mr. Fox that 
the prosecution of the enterprise above referred til will be ('egarded by this 
Government as a deliberate infringment of the rights of the U lIiteu States to 
tbe teHitory in question, and as au unwarrantable assumption of jurisdic-
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tion therein by the British Government; and the undersigned is instructed 
tOUl'ge the prompt adoption of such measures as may he deemed most appro­
priate by his Majesty's Goverlllllellt, to suspend any flll,ther movements 
in execution of the IJl'oposed I'aih'oad fl'om St. Alldl'ews to Quehec, du­
I'ing the continnance of the pendillg negotiations between the two Govern­
ments ('eIative to the Northeastern boundary of the United States. 

The proceedings above alluded to, considel'cd in connexion with in­
cidents on other parts of the disputed boundary line, well known to his 
Majesty's ministers, would see~ to render it indispensahle to the mainte­
nance III' those liberal and f('iendly relations between the two countries which 
hoth Governments al'e so sincel'ely anxious to preserve, that they should 
come to a speedy adjustment of the suhject. The recent ('esolutions of the 
State of Maine, to which the projected railroad fr'om St. Alldrew's to 
Quehec gave ('ise, I'equesting the President of the United States to cause 
tile line established by the treaty of 1783 to he run, and monuments to be 
established thereon, and the approp('iation of \;20,000 by Congress, at 
theil' late sessioll, to enable the Executive to carJ'y that requcst into efi'ect, 
with a subsequent eamest application from the Repl'esentatives of Maine 
fOl' all immediate compliancc with it, afftll'd additional incentives to exel,tioll 
to bring this controversy to a conclusion, not to he disregarded lly the Pres­
idellt of ~he United States. 

The President, thel'efore, awaits with gl'eat anxiety the decision of his 
MajestJ's Govel'llment on the pr'opositioll made by the undel'signed to his 
Majesty's chal'ge d'affair'es at Washington, in February, 18 S6. suggest­
ing the rivel' St, John's f,'om its mouth to its SOUI'ce, as an eligible and 
convenient line of bound~ry. No small degr'ee of disappointment lias 
been felt that this decision, alr'eady 10llg expected, has not been given; 
but the hope is entertained that the result of this pl'otracted de\iber'atioll 
will prove favorable to the wishes of the PI'esident; and that, even if that 
p,'ol'osition be not acceded to by Iris Br'itanllic Majesty, sOllie definiti\'e 
o fi'e I', looking to a pl'ompt termination of the contl'oversy, will be made 
without further delay. 

The ulldel'signed avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr, Fox 
tire assul'ance of his distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
HENRY S. Fox. Esq. 

Minister Plenipotentiary, ~c, 

• 

W ASIIlNGT8N, Jrlarch 28, 18S7. 

The undersigned, bis B.I'itannic Majesty's envoy extra(JI'{linar'y and 
mini!lter plellipotentiary, has had the honor to receive the official note, 
addr'essed to him undel' <late of the 2sd instant. by Mr'. Forsyth. Secretar'y 
of State of the United States, upon the SUbject of information received by 
the United States Government of a projected railroad between the cities 
of Quebec and St, Andrew's, and upon certain other matters connected with 
the question of the boundar'y line between tire United States and tile Ul'itish 
possessions in No(,th ,America. " " , 

The IIndersigned, 111 accordance Wltlr the WIshes or the PresH\ent, slgm­
tied in Mr. FOI'syth's official note, will not fail immediately to convey that 
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notc to thc knowietlge of this GoY('rnmrnt at home: amI lie entrf'tains no 
doubt that his MajPsty's Go"t'I'nmrnt will pJ'()crell to the cOllsideriltion of 
the se\'rl'al matteI'S thcrein cOlltaineJ, with the seriolls and I'eady attention 
that til{'ir importallcc (k~lT\'es. 

Thc 1Ilidcrsigne(1 avails himself of this occasion 10 renew to Mr. For­
syth the aSSlIl'R!ICe of his high esteem and considcl'alion. 

H. S. FOX. 
Hon. JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary if Slate • 

• 
WASHINGTON, .9.ugust24,18S7. 

SIR: With l't'fl'l'ence to the offiCial nnte which, hy dil'ection of the P1't'si­
clent, Jill! addressed to me on the 2sd of Mal'ch last, respccting a Pf'(~jccte!l 
railt'oad hetween'the cities of Qucbec and St. Andrew's, which, it was ap­
pr'ehended, would, if calTied illto elft-ct, tra\'CI'se a part of thc tel'I'itol'Y 
at IlI'est'nt in dispute hetween G,'eat B"itain and the United States, I am 
now epahled to i!lfor'm you that, in considel'alioll of the arguments and ob­
st'l'Vation'l contaillf'd in )0111' note, hei' Majesty's G;)vernment has beell 
pleased 10 direct the colonial 3llth(II'ities o( Lower Canada and ~ew B,'uns­
\\ ick, I'l",prcti Hly, to calise all opcl'atiollS connecled with the above-men­
tioned project, within the limits of the disputed territor'y, to be immediately 
uiscontillllt'd, 

I have the honOl' to be, sir, with hi'gh respect, &c. 
H. S. FOX. 

HOIl. JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary if Stoie • 

• 
Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston,-Extract. 

The undersigned will avail himself of the occasion to remind Lord Pal­
mm'ston of the urgency which exists 1'0\' the immediate and filial adjustment 
of this \ollg-pelllli'lg cont!'ovrrsy, [,'especting the No,'theasterll !J(lundary,] 
and the illCl'eased obstacles which will be tlll'own ir:t the way of its harmo­
nious settlemellt by these r{'prated collisions of authol'ity, allli the exel'cise 
of exclusive juri~tliction lJy rithl'r pal'ty within the disputed te''I'itol'ity. 

He hrgs leave, :.Iso, to I'epeat to his 10l'(lsliip assu/'allces of the eal'nest 
and unabated uesirl' which the P,'esitlent feels, that the contl'oversy should 
be speedily and amicably settlrd, and to express tire anxiety with which 
the Govel'lllllent of the United States is waiting the promised drcision of 
her Majesty's Govel'llment upon the \ll'opositioll suumitted to it as far back 
as July, 1836, and which the ulidersigned had berll led to believe would Ion'" 
since have been given; and Ire has becn fUI,ther directed to say, that should 
this proposition be disapproved, the P,'esidellt~ntertaills I he hope that some 
lIew ont', on the pal't oi' her Majesty's Gu\'el'llment, will immedialely be 
ma~~ fOf' the final and favorahle termination of this prott'acted and deeply-
exclilng con!t'ovel'sy, ' 

The lIlIder'signed IJrgs Lo('d Palmrrstoll to receive re~ewed assurances 
of his distillgtlisited cOlIsiuemtion. 

A. STEVENSON. 
2S PORTLAND PLACE, .!lllgtlst 10, 1857. 


