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ASSDIBLY AT EDINBURGH, AUGUST 27, 1647, SES­

SION 23, 

A.ct approving the Confession of Faith. 

A Confession of :Faith for the Kirks of God in tilt' 
three kingdom3, being the chiefest part of that unifor­
mity in religion, which by the Solemn League and Cov­
enant, we are bound to endeavour: and there being 
accordingly a Confession of Faith agreed upon by thp 
Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster, with thp 
assistance of Commissioners from the Kirk of Scotland; 
which Confession was sent from our Commissioners at 
London to the Commissioners of the Kirk met at Edin­
burgh in January last, and hath been in this Assembly 
twice publicly read over, examined, and considered; co­
pies thereof being also printed, that it might be particu­
larly perused by all the members of this Assembly, unto 
whom frequent intimation was publicly made, to put in 
their doubts and objections, if they had any; and the 
lIaid Confession being, upon due examination thereof, 
found by the Assembly to be most agreeable to the word 
of God, and in nothing contrary to the received doc­
trine, worship, discipline, and government of this Kirk. 
And, lastly, it being so necessary, and so much longed 
for, that the said Confession be, with all possible dili­
gence and expedition, approved and established in both 
kingdoms, as a principal part of the intended uniformity 
ill religion, and as a special means for the more effectual 
suppressing of the many dangerous errors and heresies of 
these times; the General Assembly doth therefore, after 
mature deliberation, agree unto, and approve the said 
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Confession, as to the truth of the matter; (judging it to 
be most orthodox, and gro~nded upan the word of God ~) 
and also, as to the point of uniformity, agreeing for OUF' 
part, that it be a common Confession of Faith for the 
three kingdoms. The AssemLly doth also bless the Lord, 
and tha,kfully acknowledge his great mercy, in that!<lI 
excellent a Confe5sion of Faith is prepared, and t}Ha 
far agreed upon in h'Oth killgdoms; \\'hich we look upon 
as a great strengthening of the true refurmed religion 
against the COlllmon enemie:; thereof. But, lest our in­
tention and meaning be ill some particular:; misunder­
:!!tood, it is hereby expre~sly declared and provided, that 
the not luelltioning in this COllfession the several "orts­
of ecclesiastical officers and assemhlies, shall be no pre­
judice to the truth of Christ in these particulars. to be 
expressed fully in the Directory of Government. It \6 

further declared, That the Asselllbly ullller,talldeth some 
part of the second article of the thirty-one chapter only 
of kirks not settled, or constituted in point of go'vem­
ment: And tint although, in such kirks, a synod of Min­
isters, and other tit pe\'.soll~, may be called by the Ma~ 
gistrate'ti authority and nomination, "ithout any other 
call, to consult and advise wit.habout matters of religion; 
and although, likewise, the ;\1 iuisters of CLrist, without 
delegation from their churches, may of themselves, and 
by virtue of their office, mert together synodically in f:uch 
kirks not yet constituted, yet neither of these ought to ba 
done in kirks constituted and settled; it being alway~ 
free to the .\Iagistl'ate to ad\'ise with sYllods ofmi:nister~ 
and ruling elders, meeting upon dl,lpgatiou from their 
churches, eilh('r ordinarily, or, heing indicted by his au~ 
thority, occasionally, and pro re nata; it being also free 
to assemble together synodically, as well pro re nata a~ 
at the ordiuary times, upon delegation from the chyr('hes. 
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by the intrinsical power received from Christ, as often as 
it is necessary for the good of the Church so to assemble, 
in case the Magistrate, to the detriment of the Church, 
withhold or deny his consent; the necessity of occasional. 
assemblies being first remonstrate unto him by humble 
su pplication. 

A. KER. 

CHARLES I. Part 2. Sess. 2. Act 16. 

Act anent the Catechisms, Confession if Faith, and 
Ratification thereof. 

AT EDINBURGH, FEBRUARY 7, 1649. 

The Estates of Parliament, now presently convened in 
this second Session of the second triennial Parliament, 
by virtue of an Act of the Committee of Estates, who 
had power and authority from the last Parliament for 
convening the Parliament, having seriously considered 
the Catechisms, viz. the Larger and Shorter ones, with 
the Confession of Faith, with three Acts of Approbation 
thereof by the Commissioners of the General Assembly, 
presented unto them by the Commissioners of the said 
General Assembly; do ratify and approve the said 
Catechisms, Confession of Faith, and Act8 of Approba­
tion of the same, produced as it is; and ordains them 
to be recorded, published, and practised. 

ACT 7TH JUNE 1690. 

Ratifying the Confession if Faith, and settling P1'esby­
terian Cllurch Government. 

Our Sovereign Lord and Lady, the King and Queen's 
Majesties, and three Estate8 of Parliament, conceiving 
it to be their bounden duty, after the great deliverance 

A_ 
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that Goo hath lately wrought fur this Church and King­
dom, in the first place to seale and secure thm'ein the 
true Protestant religion, according to the truth of God's 
IIOr.,I, ail it hath of a long time been profe3sed within 
thi" land; as al~o the gUloernment of Christ's Church 
within thi" ~ation, agreeahle to the word of God, and 
most condl1ci\'e to the advancement of true piety and 
godlill(,qo, alld the establishing of peace ana tranquillity 
within this realm,-t!iey, hy these presents, ratify and 
establi~h the Confession 0/ Fuith now read in their pre­
sence, a t )(\ voted and approven by them, as the public 
alld avowed Confe3.;ion of thi~ Church, containing the 
sum and :lubstance of the Doctrine of the Reformed 
Churches (which Confes~ion of Faith is subjoined to 
thi; present Act), a,; also they do establish, ratify, and 
confirm the Presbyterian Church Government and 
Discipline; that is to say, the Government of the 
Church by Kirk Se!1sions, Presbyteries, Provincial Sy­
nod", and General As~embli€s,ratifi('d and established by 
the 114 Act Ja. VI., Parl. 12, Anno1592, €utitled Ra­
tification of the Liberty of the Kirk, &c., and thereafter 
received by the general COIH:;ent of this nation, to be the 
only Government of Christ's Church within this king­
.dom; reviving, renewing, and confirming the I'ame in 
tbe II' bole heads thereof, except that part of it relating 
to Patronages, whicb i:! hereafter to be taken into con. 
sideration • 

.A List of the Divines who met in the Assembl!J at 
Westminster, 1643. 

Dr. William Twisse of Newbury, Prolocutor. 
Dr. Cornelius Burgess of Waterford. 
John White of Dorchester, Assessors 
Dr. William Gonge of Blackfriars, London. 
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Robert Harris of I1unwdl, B. D. 
Thomcl' l;attaker of Rothcrhitho. 
Oliver Bowles of Sutton, B. D. 
Edward Reynolds of Bramston. 
Jeremiah Whitaker of :Strcton. 
Dr. An! hnny Tuckncy of Boston. 
John Arr.lIY';lllith of Lynne. 
Simeon A.;lw of St. Brides. 
Philip NY" of Kimbolton. 
Jeremiah Burrough~ of Stepney. 
John Lightfoot of .\'hley. 
Stanley Gower of Brampton BrYIIO. 
R'chard I1l"\'l'ick of Manchester. 
Thomas Case of London. 
Dr. Thomas Temple of Battery. 
George (;ipps of Ayloton. 
Thomas Carter. 
Dr. Humphrey Chambers of ClaveNltouJI. 
Thomas Micklethwait of Cherryburton. 
John Guibon of 'Valtham. 
Christopher Tcsdale of Uphusborne. 
Henry Philps. 
George Walker, B. D. 
Edmund Calamy, B. D. of AldermanbtJJ'y. 
Dr. Lazarus Scam:m of Lonndon. 
J .s('ph Caryl of Lincoln's Inn. 
Dr. Henry Wilkinson, senior, of "·adcn;toll. 
Richard Vines of Calcot. 
Nicholas Profit of Marlborough. 
Stephen l\Ial"9halJ, B. D. of Flnchingficld. 
Dr. Joshua Huyle late of Dublin. 
Thomas Wilson of Otham. 
Thomas Hodges of Kensington. 
Thomas Bailie of Mildenhall, B. D. 
Francis Taylor of Yalding. 
Thomas Young of Stownmarket. 
Thomas Valentine, B. D. of Chalfont, 15t. Gil ... 
\Villiam Greenhill uf Stepney. 
Edward Pele of Compton. 
John Grel'n of Pencomb. 
Andrew Pem of Wilby. 
Samuel de la Place. 
John de la March. 
John Dury. 
Philip Deline. 
Sidrach Simpson of London. 
John Langly of Westuderly. 
Richard Clayton of ShowerR. 
Arthur Sallawav of SeavemCiltock. 
John Ley of Budwol'th. 
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Charles Herle of Winwick, Prolocutor after Dr. Twissf'. 
Herbcrt Palmer, B. D. of Ashwell, Assessor after Mr. White. 
Daniel Cawdrey of Great Billing. 
Henry Painter, B. D., of Exeter. 
Henry Scudder of Colin born. 
Thomas Hill, B. D. of Tichmarsh. 
William Reynor, B. D. of Egham. 
Dr. Thomas Goodwin of London. 
Dr. William SpUl'Stow of Hampden. 
l\[atthew Newcomb of Dedham. 
Dr. Edmond ~taunton of Kingston. 
John Conant of Lymmington, B. D. 
Anthony Buri\"es of Sutton Coldfield. 
William Rathb,md. 
Dr. Francis Cheynel of Oxon. 
Dr. Hcnry Wilkinson, younger of Oxford. 
Obadiah Sedgwick, B. D. of Cogshal. 
Edward Corbi3t of :\'[,'rton College, Oxford. 
Samuel Gibson of B'lrley. 
Thomas Coleman of Bilton. 
Theodore Baekhurst. 
William Carter of London. 
Peter Smith. 
John Maynard of Mayfield. 
William Price of Paul's Church, in Covent Gardcn. 
John Whincop of St. Martins in the Fields. 
'William Bridge of Yarmouth. 
Peter Sterry of London. 
William Mew, B. D. of Islington. 
Benjamin Pickering of East Hoatly. 
John Strickland of St. Edmunds in Sarum. 
Humphery Hardwick. 
Jaspar Hicks of Lawrick, or Lanrake. 
John Bond. 
Henry Hall, B. D. of Norwich. 
Thomas Ford of London, afterwards of Exeter. 
Thomas Thorowgood of Massingham. 
Peter Clark of Kerby Underhill. 
William Good. 
John Foxcroft of Cotham. 
John Ward. 
Richard Byfield of Long.Ditton. 
Francis \Voodcoek. 
John Jackson of Marske. 
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THE 

CONFESSION OF FAITH, 

."-greed upon by fhe Assembly of Divine8 at Westminster; 
'Examined and approved, Anno 1647, by the General Assembly 
of tlte Church of Scotland; and ratified blJ Acts of Parlia· 
meTit 1649 and 1690. 

C HAP. I. OJ tIle Holy Scripture. 

Although the light of nature, and the works of crea­
tion and providence, do so far manifest the goodntss, 
wisdom, and power of God, a8 t(J leave men inexcu!'­
aLle; a yet they are not sufficient to give that know­
ledge of God, and of his will, which is neceS!lary unto 
salvation: b therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and to 
declare that his will unto his church;c and afterwards, 
for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, 
and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the 
church against the corruption of the flesh, aud the 
malice of Salan and of the world, to commit the same 
wholly unto writing;d which maketh the Holy Scrip­
ture to be most necessary; e those former ways of God's 
revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.f 

a Rom. ii. 14,15. Rom. i. 1!1, 20. Psal. xix. 1, 2, 3. Rom. 
i.32. Rom. ii. l.-b 1 Cor. i.:21. 1 Cor. ii. 13, 14.-c Heb. i. 
l.-dProv. xxii. 19,211 ,21. Luke i. 3, 4. Rom. xv. 4. Matt. 
iv. 4, 7; 10. !sa. viii. 19, 20.--e 2 Tim. iii. 15. 2 Pet. i. 19.­
fHeb. i. 1,2. 

II. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the word 
of God written, are now contained all the Books of the 
Old and New Testaments, which are these:-
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OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Genesis. II. Chronicles. Daniel. 
Exodus. Ezra. Hosea. 
Leviticus. Nehemiah. Joel. 
Numbers. Esther. Amos. 
Deuteronomy. Job. Dbadiah . 
..Joshua. ' Psalms. Jonah. 
Judges. Proverbs. Micah. 
Ruth. Ecclesiastes. Nahum. 
I. Samuel. The Song of Songs. Habakkuk. 
II. Samuel. Isaiah. Zephaniah. 
I. Kings. Jeremiah. Haggai. 
U. Kings. Lamentations. Zechariah. 
I. ChronICles. Ezekiel. Malachi. 

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The Gospels accord- Corinthians II. 
;ng to Galatians. 

Matthew. Ephesians. 
Mark. Philippians. 
Luke. Colossians. 
John. Thessalonians I. 
The ActS<Jfthe Apos- Thessalonians II. 

tles. To Timothy I. 
Paul's Epistles to the To Timothy II. 

Romans. To Titus. 
Corinthians I. To Philemon. 

The Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

The Epistle of James 
The first and second 

Epistles of Peter. 
The first, second, and 

third Epistles of 
John. 

The Epistle of Jude. 
The RevelatiOD. 

All which are given by inspiration of God, to be the 
rule of Faith and life.g 

g Luke xvi. 29, 31. Eph. ii. 20. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 2 Tim. 
iii. 16. 

III. The Bpoks commonly called Apocrypha, not 
being of divine illspiration, are no part of the canon of 
the Scripture; and therefore are of no authority in the 
church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved, Or 
made usc of, than other human writings.h 

h Luke xx;iv. 27, 44. Rom. iii. 2. 2 Pet. 1,21-

IV. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which 
it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon 
the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon 
God, (who is truth itself) the author thereof. and 
therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of 
God.i 

i 2 Pet. 1. 19, 21. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 1 John v. 9. 1 TheIS. ii.I3. 

B 
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v. We may be moved and induced by the testimony 
of the Church to an high and reverend esteem of the 
Holy Scripture,~ and the heavenliness of the matter, the 
efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the 
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole, (which 
is to give all glory to God) the full discovery it makelJ 
of the only way of man's 5alvation, the many other 
incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection 
thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly 
evidence itself to be the word of God; yet. notwith­
standing, our full persuasion and assurance of the infal­
lible truth, and divine authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and 
with the word in our hearts.l 

k 1 Tim. iii. 15.-l1 John ii. 20, 27. John xvi. 13, 14. 1 Cor. 
li. 10, 11, 12. Isa. lix. 21. 

VI. The whole counsel of God, concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith, and 
life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good 
and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scrip­
ture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions 
of men.m Neverthe!pss, we acknowledge the inward 
illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for 
the saving understanding of such things as are revealed 
in the word;n and that there are sOllle circumstances 
concerning the worship of God, and government of the 
Church, common to human actions and societies, which 
are to be ordered by the light of nature aud Christian 
prudence, according to the general rules of the word, 
which are always to be observed.o 

m2 Tim. iii. 15,16,17. Gal. i. 8, 9. 2 Thess. ii. 2.-nJohn 
vi. 45. 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 11, l~.-o 1 Cor. xi. 13,14. 1 Cor. xiv. 
'26,40. 

VII. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in 
themselves, nor alike clear unto all;p yet those things 
which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed, 
for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the 
learned but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordin~rf 
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means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of 
them.q 

p 2 Pet. iii; 16.-q Psal. cxix. 105, 130, 

VIII. The Old Testament in Hebrew, (which Was 
the native language of the people of God of old) and 
the New Testament in Greek, (which at the time of the 
writing of it was most generally known to the nations) 
being immediately inspired by God, and by his i>ingular 
care and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
anthentical;r so as in all controv~rsies of religion, the 
Church is finally to appeal unto them.s But becaus~ 
these original tongues are not known to all the people 
of God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scrip­
tures, and are commanded in the fear of God, to read 
and search them,t therefore they are to be translated 
iuto the vulgar language of every nation into which 
they come,u that the word of God dwelling plentifully 
in all, they may worship him in an acceptable manner,w 
and, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
may have hope.x 

t Matt. v. 18.-818a. viii. 20. Acts xv. 15. John v. 39, 46.­
t John v. 39.-u 1 Cor. xiv. 6, 9, 11, 12, 24, 27, 28.-w Col. iii. 
16.-x Rom. xv. 4. 

IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture 
is the Scripture itself; and, therefore, when there is a 
question about the true and full sense of any Scripture, 
(which is not manifold, but one,) it must be searched 
aud known by other places that !!I'eak more clearly.y 

y 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Acts xv. 15, 16. 

X. The supreme Judge, by which all controversies of 
religion are to be determined, and all decrees of coun­
cils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and 
private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose sen­
tence we are to rest,- can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit !!peaking in the Scripture.z 

z Matt. xxii. 29, 31. Eph. ii. 20. Acts xxviii. 25. 
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CHAP II. OJ God, and of the Holy Trinity. 

There i8 but one onlya living and true God,b who 
jg infinite in being and perfection ;c a most pure spirit,d 
invisible,e without body, parts,jor pas3ions;g immuta­
ble,h immense,i eternal,k incomprehensible,l almighty;m 
most wise,n 1110st holy,o 1110St free,p most absolute;q 
working aU things according to the counsel of his OWl} 

immutable and most righteous wiIl,r for his own glory;I' 
most loving,t gracious, merciful, long-~uffering, abun­
dant in goodness and truth; forgiving iniquity, trans­
gression, and sin;u the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him;w and withal, most just and terrible in hi:5 
judgments;x hating all sin,y and who will by no meani 
clear the guilty.z 

a Deut. vi. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6.-b 1 Thess. 1. 9. Jer. x. 10. 
-c Job xi. 7, 8, 9. Job xxvi. 14.-d John iv. 24.-e 1 Tim. i. 17. 
-fDeut. iv. 15,16. John iv. 2!. Luke xxiv. 39.-g Acts xiv. 
U, J5.-hJames i. 17. i\Ial. iii. 6.-il Kings viii. 27 . .Tel'. 
xxiii. 23, 24.-k Psal. xc. 2. 1 Tim. i. 17.-l PsaI. cxliv. 3.­
m Gen. xvii. I. Rev. iv. 8.-n Rom. xvi. 27.-0 Isa. vi. 3. Rev. 
iv. 8.-p Psal. cxv. 3.-q Exod. iIi. 14.-r Eph. i. 11.-8 Provo 
xvi. 4. Rom. ix. 36.-11 John iv. 8, 16.-u Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.­
w Heb. xi. 6.-x Neh. ix. 32, 33.-y Psal. v. 5, 6.-z Nah. i. ~,3. 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

II. God hath all life,a glory,b goodness,c blessed­
ness,d in and of himself; and is alone in and unto him­
~elf all-sufficient, not standing in IIeed of any creatures 
which he hath made,e not deriving any glory from 
them,fbut only mallife~iing his own glory, in, by, unto, 
and upon them; he is the alone fountain of all being, of 
whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things;g 
and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by 
them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself 
pleaseth.lt In his sight all things are open and mani­
fest ;i his knowledge b infinite, infallible, independent 
upon the creature,k so as nothing is! to him contingent 
or uncertain.l He is most holy in all his counsels, in 
all his works, and in all his commands.m To him is 
due from angels arid men, and every other creature 
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whatsot!ver wor~hip, service, or obediencE', be is pleased 
to require of them.n 

a John v. 26.-b Acts vii. '].-c Psal. cxix. 68.-d 1 Tim. vi. 15. 
Rom. ix. 5.-e Acts xvii. 24, 25.-( Job xxii. 2, 3.-g Rom xi. 3fi. 
-hRcv. iv.l!' 1 Tim vi. 1:;. ·Dan. iv. 25, 3.'>.-iHeb. iv. 13. 
k Rom. xi. 33, 3·t, Psal. cxlvii. 5.-l Acts xv. 18. Ezek. xi. 5. 
-m Psal. cxlv. 17. Rom. vii. 12.-n Rev. v. 12, 13, 14. 

III. In the unity of the Godhead there be three per­
Mns, of one substance, power, and eternity; God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.o The 
Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the 
Son is eternally begotten of the Father; p the Holy Ghost 
eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.q 

01 John v. 7. l\Iatt. iii. 16, 17. lUatt. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xii.i 
H.-pJohn i. 14, 18.-qJohn xv. 26. Gal. iv. 6 • 

• 
CHAP. III. OJ God's Eternal Decree. 

God from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass:a yet so, as thereby neither i! 
God the author of sin,b nor is violence offered to the will 
of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of 
second causes taken away, but rather established.c 

a Eph. i. 11. Rom. xi. 33. Hcb. vi. 17. Rom. ix. 15, 18.­
b James i. 13, 17. 1 John i. 5.-c Acts ii.23. Matt. xvii. 12. 
Acts iv. 27, 28. John xix. 11. Provo xvi. 33. 

II. Although God knows whatsoever mayor can come 
to pass upon all supposed conditions;d yet hath he not 
decreed any thing because he foresaw it as future, or as 
that which would come to pass upon such conditions.e 

d Acts xv. 18. 1 Sam. xxiii. 11, 12. Matt. xi. 21, 23.-­
r Rom. ix. 11,13,16, 18. 

III. By- the decree of God, for the manifestation of hi, 
glory, some men and angels! are predestinated unto ever­
lasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting death.g 

f 1 Tim. v. 21. Mat. xxv. 41.-g Rom. ix. 22, 23. Eph. i. :. 
6. Provo xvi. 4. 

IV. These angels and men, thus predestinated and 

B'* 
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foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed; 
and their number is so certain and definite, that it cannot 
be either increased or diminished.h 

h 2 Tim. ii.19. John xiii. 18. 

V. Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, 
God, before the foundation of the world was laid, accord­
ing to his eternal and immutahle purpose, and the secret 
counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in 
Christ unto everlasting glory,i out of hi" mere free grace 
and love, without any foresight of faith or good works, or 
perseverance in either of them, or any other thing in the 
creature, as conditions, or causes moving him thereunto;k 
and all to the praise of hi~ glorious grace.l 

i Eph. i. 4, 9, lI. Rom. viii. 30. 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Thes. v. 9.­
k Rom. ix. 11, 13, 16. Eph. i. ·1, 9.-1 Eph. i. 6, 12. 

VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so 
hath he, by the eternal and most free purpose of his will, 
foreordained all the means thereunto.m Wherefore they 
who are elected being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Christ;n are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his 
Spirit working in due season; are ju~tified, adopted, sanc­
tified,o and kept by his power through faith unto salva­
tion.p Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effec­
tually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but 
the elect only.q 

m 1 Pet. i. 2. Eph. i. 4, 5. Eph. ii. 10. 2 Thes. ii. 13 -n I 
Thes. v. 9, 10. Tit. ii. 14.-0 Rom. viii. 30. Eph. i. 5. 2 TheA. 
ii. 13.-p 1 Pet. i. 5.-q John xvii. 9. Rom. viii. 28-39. John 
vi. 64, 65. John x. 26. John vii. 47. 1 John ii. 19. 

VII. The rest of mankind, God was pleased, accord­
ing to the unsearehable counsel of his own will, whereby 
he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for 
the glory of his sovereign power over his ereatures, to 
pass by, and to ordain them to dishonour and wrath for 
their sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.r 

T Mat. xi. 25, 26. Rom. ix. 17, 18,21, 22. 2 Tim. ii. 19,20. 
Jude, ver. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 8. 

VIII. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestina-



tion is to be handled with special prudence and rarc,' 
that men attending to the will of God revealed in his 
word, and yielding obedience tl.lereunto, may, from th.6 
certainty of their effectual vocation, be as~ured of their 
eternal election.t So shall this doctrine atford matter of 
praise, reverence, and admiration of ~od,u and of I~u­
mility, diligence, and abundant consolatIOn to all that Slll-

cerely obey the Gospel.w ' 
/I Rom. ix. 20. Rom. xi. 33. n.~ut. xxix. 29.-12 Pet. i. 10.­

"Eph. i. 6. ROIn. xi. 33.-w Itom. xi. 5, 6, 2U. 2 Pet. i. 10. 
Rom. viii. 33. Luke x. 2lJ. 

• 
CHAP. IV. Of Creation. 

It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,a (or 
the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power, wis­
dom, and goodness,b in the beginning, to create, or make 
of nothing, the world, and all things therein, whether vi­
sible or invisible, in the space of 81.'( days, and all very 
good.c 

a Heb. i. 2. John i. 2, 3. G,·n. i. 2. Job. xxvi. 13. Job 
xxxiii. 4.-b Rom. i. 2J. Jcr. x. l~. Psal. civ. 24. Psal. xxxiii. 
5, 6.-c (the wh()le 1st chap. of Gmesis.) H~b. XI. 3. Col. i. 16. 
Acts xvii. 24. 

II. After God had made all other creatures, he created 
man, male and female,d with reasonable and immortal 
souls,e endued with knowledge, righteousness, and true 
holiness, after his own image! having the law of God 
written in their hearts,g and power to fulfil it;1t and yet 
under a possibility of tramgre8sing, being left to the liberty 
of their own will, which wa~ subject untQ change.i Be­
sides this law written in their hearts, they received a wm­
mand not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil ;k which while they kept, they were happy in their 
communion with God, and had dominion over the crea­
tures.l 

d Gen. i. 27.-e Gen. ii. 7. Eccl. xii. 7. Luke xxiii. 43. Mat. 
x. 28.-fGen. i. 26. Col. iii. 1U. Eph. iv. 24.-gRom. ii. 14. 
15.-h Ecel. vii. 29.-i Gen. iii. 6. Eccl. vii. 29.-k Gen. ii. 17 
Gen. iii. 8,9, 10, 11, 23.-l Gen. i. 26,28. ' 
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CHAP. v. Of Providence. 

God, the great creator of all things, doth uphold,a di­
rect, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions and things,b 
from the greatest even to the least,c by his most wise and 
holy providence,d according to his infallible foreknow­
ledge,e and the free and immutable counsel of his own 
willJ'to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, 
justice, goodness, and mercy.g 

a Hcb. i. 3.-bDan. iv. 3i, 35. Paal. cxxxv. 6. Acts. xvii. 
25,26,28. Job, chapters xxxviii, xxxix, xl, xli.-c Mat. x. 29, 
30, 31.-d Provo xv. 3. Psa!. civ. 21. Psa!. cxlv. 17.-e Acts 
xv. 18. Paa!. xciv. 8, 9, 10, l1.-fEph. i. 11. Paa!. xxxiii. 10, 
Il.-g lea. lxiii. 14. Eph. iii. 10. Rom. ix. 17. Gen. xlv. 7, 
Psal. cxlv. 7. 

II. Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and de­
cree of God, the first cause, all things come to pass im­
mutably and infallibly;h yet, by the same providence, he 
ordereth them to fall out according to the nature of second 
causes, either necessarily, freely, or contingently.i 

II Acts ii. 23.-i Gen. viii. 22. Jer. xxxi. 35. Exod. xxi. 13. 
Deut. xix. 5. 1 Kings xxii. 28, 34. !sa. X. 6, 7. 

III. God in his ordinary providence maketh use of 
means,lt yet is free to work without,l above,m and 
against them,n at his pleasure. 

k Acts xx:vii. 31. 44. Isa. Iv. 10, 11. HOB. ii. 21, 22.-Z HOII. 
i. 7. Matt. iv. 4. Job xxxiv. 10.-m Rom. iv. 19, 20, 21.-112 
Kings vi. 6. Dan. iii. 27. 

IV. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and 
infinite goodness of God, so far manifest themselves in 
·his providence, that it extendeth itself even to the first 
fall, and all other sins of angels and men,o and that not 
by a bare permission,p but such as hath joined with it a 
most wise and powerful bounding,q and otherwise order­
ing and governing of them, in a manifold dispensation, to 
his own holy ends;r yet so as the sinfulness thereof pro­
ceedeth only from the creature, and not from God; who, 
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being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the 
author or approver of sin.s 

o Rom. xi. 32,33, 34. 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 1 Chron. xxi.~. 1 
Kings xxii. :H, 23: 1 Chron. x. 4, 13, 14. 2 Sam. xv~. 10. 
Acts ii. 23. Acts IV. 27, 28.-p Acls XIV. 16.-q Psal. lxxv~. 111. 
2 Kings xix. 28.-rGen. i.20. Isa. x. 6, 7, 12.-sJamcs I. 13, 
14, Ii. 1 John ii. 16. Psal. i. 21. 

V. The most wise, righteous, and gracious God, doth 
oftentimes leave for a season his own children to manifold 
temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, to 
chastise them for their former sins, or to discover unto 
them the hidden strength of corruptiou, and deceitfulness 
of their hearts, that they may be humbled jt and to raise 
them to a more clo~e and constant dependence for their 
support upon himself,u and to make them more watchful 
against all future occasions of sin, and for sundry other 
just and holy ends.w 

t 2 Chron. xxxii. 25, 26, 31. 2 Sam. xxi". l.-u 2 Cor. xii. 7, 
8, 9. Psal. lxxiii. throughont-w Psal. Ixxvii. 1 10, 12. [Read 
the zntermedinle lOerses in the Bible.] Mark xiv. 66-72, with 
John xxi. 15, 16, Ii. 

VI. As for those wicked and ungodly men whom God, 
as a righteous judge, for former sins, doth blind and 
harden,x from them he not onl y withhold. ,th his grace, 
whereby they might have been enlightened in their under­
standings, and wrought upon in their hearts;y but some­
times also withdraweth the gifts which they had,z and 
exposeth them to such objects as their corruption makes 
occasion of sin;a and withal, gives them over to their 
own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the power of 
Satan:b whereby it comes to pa~s, that they harden 
themselves even under those means which God useth for 
the softening of others.c 

.. ~ Rom. i. 24, 26, 28. Rom. xi. 7, 8.-y Dp,ut, xxix. 4-z M~tt. 
XIII. 12. Matt. xxv. 29.-a Deut. ii. 30. 2 Kings viii. 12, 13.­
b Psal. lx.~xi 11, 12. 2 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12.-c Exoc. vii. 3, with 
Exod. Vl1l: 15, 32. 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. lea. viii. 14. 1 Pet. ii. 7, 
~. lsa. VI. 9, to. Acts xxviii. 26, 27. 

. VII. As the providence of God doth, in general, 
reach to all creatures: so, after a most special manner, it 
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taketh care of his church, and disposeth all things to the 
good thereof.d 

d 1 Tim. iv. 10. Amos. ix. 8, 9. Rom. viii. 28. !sa. xliii. 3, 
4, 5, 1-1. 

CHAP. VI. Of the Fall 0/ iVan, of Sin, and 0/ tho 
Punishment thereof. 

Our fir::;t parents hein!:[ seduced by the subtlety and 
temptation of Satan, "iIlTl,'d in eating the forbidden fruit.a 
This their sin God wns pleased, according to his wise and 
holy counsel, to permit, having purposed to order it to 
his own glory.b 

a Gen. iii. 13. 2 Cor. xi. 3.-b Rom. xi. 32. 

II. By this sin they fell from their original righteous­
nc~s, and communion with God,c and so -became dead in 
sin,d and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of 
soul and body.e 

c Gen. iii. 6, 7, 8. EccI. vii. 29. Rom. iii. 23.-d Gen. ii. 17. 
Eph. ii. l.-e Tit. i. 15. Gen. vi. 5. Jer. xvii. 9. Rom. iii. 
10-18. 

III. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of 
this sin \va:-; imputedJ' and the same death in sin and cor­
rupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending 
from them by ordinary generation.g 

fGen. i. 27, 2"l. Gpn. ii. 16,17. Acts xvii. 26. Rom. v. 12, 
15,IG, 17, I>', 19. 1 Cor. xv.21,22,.!5, 49.-gPsal.li. 5. Gen. 
v.3. Job xiv. 4. Job xv. 14. 

IV. From this original corruption, whereby we are 
utterly ~disposed, disabled, and made opposi~ to all 
good,h and wholly inclined to all evil,i do proceed all 
actual transgressions.k 

h Rom. v. 6. Rom. viii. 7. Rom. vii. 18. Col. i. 21.-i Gen. 
vi. 5. Gen. viii. 21. Rom. iii. 10, 11, 12.-k James i. 14, 15. 
Eph. ii. 2, 3. Matt. xv. 19. 

V. This c~rruption of nature, during this life, doth 
remain in those that are regenerated;l and although it 
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be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet both .itself, 
and all the motions thereof, are truly and properly sm.m 

11 John i. 8, 10. Rom. vii. 14, 17, 18, 23. James iji. 2. 
Provo xx. 9. Eccl. vii. 20.-m Rom. vii. 5, 7, 8, 25. Gal. v. 17. 

VI. Every sin, both original and actual, being a trans· 
gression of the righteous Jaw of God, and contrary there­
unto,n doth, in its own nature, bring guilt upon the sin­
ner,o whereby he is bound over to the wrath of God,p 
and curse of the law,q and so made subject to death,l' 
with all miseries, spiritual,s temporal,t and eternal.u 

n 1 John iii. 4.·-0 Rom. ii. 15. Rom. iii. 9, 19.-p Eph. ii.3. 
-q Gal. iii. 10.-r Rom. vi. 23.-8 Eph. iv. 18.-t Rom. viii. ~U. 
Lam. iii. 39.-u. ;\I"u. xxv. 41. 2 Thess. i. 9 . 

• 
CHAP. VII. Of God's Covenant witlt :DIan. 

The distance between God and the creature is so 
great, that although reasonable creatures do owe obedi­
ence unto him as their Creator, yet they could never 
have any fruition of him as their blessedness and reward, 
but by some voluntary condescenl:'ion on God's part, 
which he hath been pleased to express by way of cove­
nant.a 

a lsa xI. 13-17. Job. ix. 32, 33. 1 Sam. ii.25. Psal. cxiii. 5, 
6. Psal. c. 2,5. Job xxii. 2. a. Job xxxv. 7, 8. Luke xvii. 10 
Acts xvii. 24, 25. -

II. The first covenant made with man was a covenant 
ofworks,b wherein life was promised to Adam, and in 
him to his posterity,c upon condition of perfect and per­
sonal obedience.d 

b Gal. iii. 12.-c Rom. X. 5. Rom. v. 12-20.-[See Chap. 
vi. Sec. 3. letter f. ]-d Gen. ii. 17. Gal. iii. 10. 

III. Man by his fall having made himself incapable of 
life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a 
second,e commonly called the Covenant of Grace: 
wherein he freely (lffereth unto sinners life and salvation 
by Jesus Chriat, requiring of them faith in him, that they 
may be saved if and promising to give unto all those that 
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are ordained unto life his holy spirit, to make them 
willing and able to believe.g 

e Gal. iii. 21. Rom. viii. 3. Rom. iii. 10,21. Gen. iii. 15. 
lsa. xlii. 6.-:fMark xvi. 15, 16. John iii. 16. Rom. x. 6, 9. 
Gal. iii. 11.-g Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. Juhn vi. 4-1, 45. 

IV. This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in 
the Scripture by the name of a Testament, in reference to 
the death of Jesus Christ the testator, and to the everlast­
ing inheritance, with all thingil belonging to it, herein 
bequeathed.h 

I. H('b. ix. 15, 16, 17. Hcb. vii. 22. Luke xxii. 20. I Cor. 
xi. 25. 

V. This covenant was differently administered in the 
time of the law, and iQ the time of tile Gospel:i under 
the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, 
sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other 
types and ordinances delivered to the people of the 
Jews, all fore· signifying Christ to come,k which wer~ 
for that time sufficient and efficacious, through thE: 
operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up thE 
elect iii faith of the J'lromised Messiah,l by whom'theJ 
had full remission of sins. and eterual salvation; and i, 
called the Old Testament.m 

i 2 Cor. iii. 6, 7, 8, 9.-k Heb. Chapters viii. ix. x. Rom. iv 
11. Col. ii. 11, 12. 1 Cor. v. 7.-11 Cor. x.1, 2, 3, 4. Reb 
xi. 13. John viii. 56.-m Gal. iii. 7, 8, 9, 14. 

VI. Under the Gospd, when Christ the substancer. 
was exhibited, the ordinances in which this covenant h 
dispensed are the preaching of the word, and the ad, 
ministration of the sacraments of Baptism and thl 
Lord's Supper;o which, though fewer in number, an( 
administered with more simplicity, and less outwar( 
glory, yet in them it is held forth in more fulne8~ 
evidence, and. spiritual efficacy,p to all nations, bod 
Jews and Gentlles;q and is called the New Testament.l 
There are not, therefore, two covenants of grace differ, 
ing in substance, but one and the same under varioul 
dispensations.s 

n Col. ii. 17.-0 Matt. xxviii. 19,20. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25.-



25 

H b ·· C).) "~I JeT lxxi 33 3·1.-q :\[aU. xxviii. 19. Eph. ]' e. XII. -~-- • • ., ." 11 
ii 15-19.-r Luke xxii. 20.-3 Gal. Ill. 14., 16. Acts xv. .-
R· .. , 21 2') 23 3) PliIll. xuii. 1. With Rom. IV. 3, 6, Ib, 

I'Jffi.tH. ,-, t • 

17, 23, 24. Hcb. xiii. 8. 

• 
CHAP. VIII. Of Christ tIle JUediator. 

It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and 
ordain the Lord Je8us, his only begotten Son, to b~ the 
Mediator bfoltween God and man jll the Prophet,b Pflest,c 
and king j,z the Head and Saviour of his Church je the 
Heir of all things;f and J uoge of the world:g un~o whom 
he did from all eternity gi\'e a people to be lll~ s~ed,h 
and to be by him in time redeemed, called, Justified, 
sanctified, and gIorified.i 

a Isa. xlii. 1. 1 Pet. i. 19, 20. John iii. 16. 1 Tim. ii. 5.­
b Acts iii. 22.-c Heb. v. 5, 6.-d Psal. ii. 6. Luke i. 33.-e Eph. 
v. 23.-f Reb. i. 2.-g Acts xvii. 31.-h John xvii. 6. Ps"l. xxii. 
30. lEa. illi. 1O.-i 1 Tim. ii. 6. Isa. Iv. 4, 5. 1 Cor. i. 30. 

II. The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, 
being very and eternal Goo, of one substance, and equal 
with the Father', did, when the fulness of time was come, 
take upon him man's nature,k with all the e8sential pro· 
perties and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin i1 
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance.m So that 
two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead 
and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in 
{)ne person, without conversion, composition, or con­
fusion.n Which person is very God and very man, yet 
one Christ, the only Mediator between God and man.o 

k John i. 1, 11. 1 John v. 21. Phil. ii. 6. Gal. iv. 4.-1 Reb. 
ii.14, 16, Ii. Reb. iv. 15.-m Luke i. 27, 31, 35. Gal. iv. 4.-
71 Lu'w i. 35. C<?\. ii. 9. Rom. ix. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 1 Tim. iii. 
~6.-~ Rum, i. 3, 4. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

III. The Lord Jesus, in his hbman natw'e thus united 
to !~e divine, was sanctified .and anointed with the Holy 
Spmt above measure iP havmg in him all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge iq in whom it pleased the 
Father that all fulness should dwell:r to the end, that 

C 
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beillg huly, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and 
truth,s he might be thoroughly furnished to execute the 
uffice of a Mediator and surety.t Which office he took 
not unto himself, but was thereunto called by his Father; u 
who put all power and judgment into his hand, and ga \"C 

him commandment to execute the same.x 
pPsal. xlv. 7. John iii. 34'-'lCol.ii.3.-rCol. I. 19._Hrb. 

vii. 26. John i. 14.-t Acts x. 38. Heb. xii. 2,1. Heb. VIi. 22. 
-u Heb. v. 4, 5.-x John v. 22, 27. Mat. xxviii. 18. Acts ii. 
:J6. 

IV. This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly un­
dertake iY which that he might discharge, he was made 
under the law,z and did perfectly fulfil it;a endured most 
~tif'VOUS torments immediately in his soul,b and most 
painful sufferings in his body jC was crucified, and died jd 
was buried, and remained under the power of death, yet 
saw no eorruption.e On the third day he arose from the 
dead/with the same body in which he suffered ig \yith 
which also he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at 
the right hand of his Father,h making intercession ii ant! 
shall return to judge men and angels at the end of the 
world.k 

y Psal. xl. 7, 8. Heb. x. 5-10. John x. 18. Phil. ii. b.­
z Gal. iv. 4.- a Mat. iii. 15. Mat. v. 17.-b Mat. xxvi. 37, 3:::,. 
Luke xxii. 44. Mat. xxvii. 46.-c Matthew, Chapters xxvi. and 
xxvii.-d Philip. ii. 8.-e Acts ii. 23, 24, 27. Acts xiii. 37. 
Rom. vi. 9.-fl Cor. xv. 3, 4, 5.-gJohn xx. 25, 27.-h Mark 
xvi. 19,-i Rom. viii. 32. ·Hcb. ix. 24. Heb. vito 25.-k Rom. 
xiv. 9, 10. Acts i. 11. Acts x. 42. Mat. xiii. 40,41,42. Jude, 
ver. 6. 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

V. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and ~rt­
cDce of himself, which he, through the eternal Spirit, 
once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justiee 
'f his Father jl and purchased not only reconciliation, 

but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, 
for all those whom the Father hath given unto him.m 
... Z Rom. v. I!!. He.b. ix. l4, 16. Heb, x. 14. Eph. v.~. Rom. 
Ill. 25, 2.~.-m Dan. !x. 24,26. Col. i. 19,20. Eph. i. 11, 14. 
John XVII. 2. Heb. IX. 12,15. 

VI. Although the work of redemption was not act':lt 
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ally wrought by Christ tin after his incarnation, yet the 
virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof, were communicated 
unto the elect III all IIges successively from the beginning 
of the world, in and by those promises~ types, and sacri­
fices, wherein he was revealed and signified to be the 
Seed of the woman, which should bruise the serpent's 
head, and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the 
world, being yesterday and to-day the same, and for 
ever.n 

11 Gal. iv. 4, 5. Gen. iii. 15. Rev. xiii, 8. lteb. xiii. 8. 

VII. Christ, in the work of mediation, acteth accord­
ing to both natures j by each nature doing that which is' 
proper to itself:o yet, by reason of the unity of the per­
son, that which is proper to one nature is sometimes in 
scripture attributed to the _ person denominated by the 
other naturep 

o Heb. ix. 14. 1 Pet. iii. 18.-p Acts xx. 213. :John iii. 13. 
1 John iii.16. 

VIII. To all those for whom Christ hath purchased 
redemption, he doth certainly and effectually apply. and 
communica.te the same ;q making intercession for them jT 

and revealing f1nto them, in and by the word, the myste­
ries of salvation jS effectually persuading them by his 
Spirit to believe and obey j and governing their hearts by 

,his word -and Spirit;t overcoming all their enemies by 
his almighty power and wisdom, in such manner and 
ways as are most consonant to his wonderful and un­
searchable dispensation.u 

.. 9 John vi. 37,39. John x. 15, l~.-r·l John ii. 1, 2 ... R?IIJ. 
Vlll. 34.--sJohn xv. 13; 15. Eph. I. 7,8, 9. John XVII. 6.­
t John xiv. 16. Heb. xii. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 13. Rom. viii. 9, 14. 
Rom. xv. 18,19. John xvii. 17.-u Psal. cx. 1. 1 Co. xv. 25, 
26. Mal. iv. 2, 3. Col. ii. 15 • 

• 
CHAP. IX. Of Free Will. 

God hath endued the will of man with that natural 
liberty, that it is neither forced, nor by any absolute ne­
~eslility of nature determined, to goOd or evil.a 

a Mat. xvii. 12. James i. 14. Deut. xxx. 19. 
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If. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and 
power to will and to do that whic~ is good an.d w~ll 
pleasing to God;b but-yet mutably, so that he mIght faJI 
from it.c 

b Eccl. vii. 29-. Gen. i. 26.-c Gen. ii. 16, 17. Gen. iii. 6. 

III. ~1an, by- his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly 
IQst all ability of will to any Spiritual good accompanying 
Halvation jd so as a natural man, being altogether averse 
from that good,e and dead iii sin,j is not able, by his own 
f'trcngth, to convert himself, or to prepare himself there­
unto.g 

d Rom. v. 6. Rom. viii. 7. John xv. 5.-e Rom. iii. 10, 12. 
--fEph. ii. I. 5. Col. ii. 13.-gJohn VI. 44, 65. Eph. ii. 2, 3, 
4, 5. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Tit. iii. 3, '4, 5. 

IV. Wh,en God converts a sinner, and translates him 
into the state of grace, he freeth him from his natural 
bondage under sin,!t and by his grace alone enables him 
freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good ji 
yet so as that, by reason of his remaining corruption, he 
doth not perfectly nor only will that which is good, but 
doth also will that which is evi1.k 

"Col. i. 13. John viii. 34, 36.-i Phil. ii. 13. Rom. vi. 18, 
22.-k Gal. v. 17. Rom. vii. 15, 18, 19, 21, z".3. 

V. The will of man is made perfectly and immutably 
free to do good alone in the state of glory only.l 

I Eph. iv. 13. H(;b. xii. 23. 1 John iii. 2. Jude, vcr. 2.4, 

• 
CHAP. X. Of Effectual Calling. 

All tho.~e wHom God hath predestinated untcS life, and 
those ouly, he is pleased, in his appointed and accepted 
time, effectually to call,a by his word and Spirit,b out of 
that state of sin and death in which they are by nature, 
to grace and salvation by Jesus Ghrist;c enlightening 
their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the 
things of God jd taking away their heart of stone, and 
giving unto them an heart of flesh je renewing their wills, 
and, by his almighty power, determining them to -that 
which is good if and effectually drawing them to Jesus 
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Christ;g yet so as they come most freely, being Ulde 
willing by his grace.k 

a Rom. viii. 3rl. Rom. xi. 7. Epb. i. 10, 11.- b 2 Theil. 13. 
14. 2 Cor. iii. 3 . .6.-c Rom. viii. 2. Eph. ii. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. 2 
Tim. i.9, lO.-d Actsuvi. 18. 1 Cor. ii. 10. 12. Eph. i. 17, 
18.-e Ezek. xxxvi. 26.-j F~k. xi. 19. Phil. ii. 13. Dept. 
ux. 6. Ezek xxxvi. 27.-g toph. i. 19. John vi. 44, 45.-'& 
Cant. i. 4. Psal. ex. 3. Johnovi.37. Rom. vi. 16, 17, IS. . 

. II. This effectual call is of God's free and special 
grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in man:i 
who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened 
and renewed by the JIoly Spirit,k he is thereby enabled 
to answer this call, anI! to embrace the grace offered and 
conveyed in it.l 

i 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 4, 5. Eph. iI. 4, 5, EI. 9. Rom. ix. 11· 
-k 1 Cor. ii. 14. Rom. viii. 7. Eph. ii. 5.-l John. vi. 37· 
m,zek. uxvi. 27. Job..n v. 25. 

III. Elect infantS, dying in infancy, are regenerated 
and saved by Christ through the Spirit,m who worketlt 
when, and where, and how he pleaseth.n So also are 
all other elect persons, who are incapable of being out­
wardly called by the ministry of the word.o 

m Luke xviii. 15, 16. Acts ii. 33. 39. John iii. 3, 5. 1 Jo!tn 
v.12. R()m viii. 9. [Compared together.]-nJohn iii. 8.-01 
John v. 12. Acts iv. 12. 

IV. Others not elected, although they may be called 
by the ministry of the word,p and may have some COUl­

mon operations of the Spirit,q yet they never tfIJly 
come unto Christ, and therefore cannot be s'llved:r 
much leslt can men not professing the Christian reli­
gion be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they 
ever so diligent to frame their lives according to the 
light of nature, and the law of that religio.n they do 
profess;$ and to aasert and maintain that they may, IS 

very perDicious, and to be detested.t 
p Mat. xxii. 14.-qMat. vii. 22. Mat. xiii; 20, 21. Hen. vi 

4, 5.-rJohn vi. 64, 65,66. Jolin viii. 24.,-8 Acts iv. 1.').. John 
xiv.~. Epb. ii. 12. • John iv. 22. John xvii. 3.-t 2 John, ve,.. 
9; 10, II. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Gal. i. 6, 7, 8. 
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CllA P. Xl. OJ Justification. 
Those whom God effectually calleth he also freely 

justifieth;a not by infusing righteousness into them, 
but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and ac­
cepting their persons as righteous: not for allY thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake 
alone: not by imputing faith 'itself, the act of believ­
ing, or any other evangelical oLedience, to them as til( ; r 
righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and sa­
tisfaction of Christ unto them,b they receiving and rl',t­
ing on him and his righteousness by faith: wllich faith 
they have not of tl18l1lselves; it is the gift of God.c 

a Rom. "iii. 30. Rom. iii. 21.-0 Rom. iv. 5, 6, 7, 8. 2 Cor. 
v. 19, :21. H"lll. iii. 2:2, 24, ~.), 27, 2S. Tit. iii. 5, 7. Eph. i. 7. 
Jer. xxiii. 6. 1 Cor. i. 31), 31. Rom. v. 17, IS, 19.-c Acts x. 44. 
Gal. ii. 16. Phil. iii. 9. Acts xi:i. 38, 3\), Eph. ii. 7, S. 

II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and 
his righteollsness, is the alone Jllstrument of justifica­
tion;d yet is it not alone in the person jm,tified, ULlt is 
ever accompanied with all other !;aving graces, and is 
no dead faith, but worketh by love.e 

dJohni,l:2. Rom.i:i.~a. Rom.v.1.-eJamesii.17,22,2G. 
Gal. ,'. G. 

III. Chri<;t, by his obedience and death, did f:.:lly 
discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, 
and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to hi~ 
Father's justice in their behalf! Yet, in as much as he 
was given by the Father for them,g and his obedience 
and satisfaction accepted in their stead,h and both free­
ly, not for any thing in them, their justification is only 
of free grace ;i that buth the exact justice and rich 
grace of God might be glorified in the justification G; 
sinners.k . 

fRom. v. 8, 9. 10, 19. 1. Tim ii. 5, 6. Heb. x. 10,14. Dan' 
ix. 24, 26. Is~. liii. 4, 5, 6, W, . .11, 12.-g Rom. viii. 32,-h 2 Cor. 
v.21. i\Iat.. ,ii.i. ~? . Er;hcsiims v. 2.-iRom. iii. 24. Eph. i.7. 
-k Romans Ill. _ti. ".Ep'l. 11. 7. 

1 V. God di_ all eternity, decree to justify a:1 
the elect;l _Chri~t did., ill th~.·fl1lness of time, die 
for their sin,.:" and rise aga~n for their justification:m 
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nevertheless, they are not justified, until the Holy Spiri t 
doth in due time actually apply Christ unto them.n 

I Gal. iii. 8. Pet. i. 2, 19,20. Rom. viii. 30.-m Gal. iv. 4. 1 
Tim. ii. 6 .. Rom. iv. 25.-n Col. i. 21, 22. Gal. 11.16. Tit, iiI. 
4,5,6,7. 

V. God doth continue to forgive the !lins of thosp 
tnat are justified:o and although they can rJe'e~' fai I 
from the state of ju~tification ,p yet they may by their 
sins fall under God's fatherly displeasure, alld not have 
the light of his countenance restored unto them, until 
they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, 
ard renew their faith and repentance.q , 

o :vIat. vi. 12. 1 John i. 7. 9. 1 John ii. I, 2.-p Luke xxii. 
32. John x. 28. Heb. x. I4.-q Psal. Ixxxix. 31, 32, 33. Psal. 
Ii. 7-12. PS:ll. xxxii. 5. Mat. xxvi. 75. 1 Cor. xi. 30, a;.!. 
Luke i. 20. 

VI. The justification of believers under the Old Tes­
tament was, in all these re~pects, one and the same with 
the justification of Lelievers under the new Testament.r 

T Gal. iii. 9, 13, 14. Rom. iv. 22,23,24. Htlb. xiii. 8 . 

• 
CHAP. XU. Of Adoption. 

All those that arejiistified, God vouchsafeth, in and 
for his only Son Jesus Ghrist, to make jJartakers of the 
gl'ace of adoption;a by which they are tak5'n into the 
number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the 
children of God;b have his name put upon them,c re­
ceive the spirit of adoption;d ha~:access to the throne 
of grace- with boldness;e are enabled',to cry, Abba, Fa­
therif are pitied,g protected,,, provided for,iand chast­
ened by him as by a father;k yet never cast ofJ',1 but 
sealed to the day of redemption,m- and imherit the pro­
mises,n as heirs of everlasting salvation.o 

a Eph, i. 5. Gal. iv. 4, 5.-bRom. viii. 17. John i. 12.-d er. 
xiv. 9. 2 Cor. vi. 18. .Rev. iii. 12.-d Rom. viii. I5.-e Eph. iii. 
12. Rom. v. 2.-fGa.l. iv. 6.-g Psal. eiii. 13.-k Provo xiv. 26. 
-,-i Mat. vi. 30, 32. 1 Pet. v. 7.-k Heb. xii. 6.-l Lam. iii. 31. 
-'lriEpjI,iv. 30.~~.Heb. vi. 12.-01 Pet.i. 3, 4. Hcb. i.H. 
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CHAP. XIII. Of Sanctifir.ation. 

They who are dfcctuaJtly called and regenerated, hav­
ing a new heart and a new spirit created in them, are 
farther sanclified really and personally, through the vir­
tue of Christ's death alld resurrection,a by his word and 
Spirit dwelling in them:b the dominion of the whole 
body of sin is destroyed,c and the several lusts thert'of 
are more and more weakclled and mortified ;·1 and they 
more and more quicken",d and strengthened in alI ~a'·· 
ing graces,e to the practice of true holiness, without 
which no ruan shall see the Lordf 

n 1 Cor. vi. 11. Acts xg 3]. Phil. iii. 10. Rom. vi. 5, 6.-b 
John xvii. 17. Eph. v. 25. 2 Thes. ii. 13.-c Rom. vi. 6, 14.-r! 
Gal. v. 21. Rom. "iii.I3.-eCo]. i. 11, Eph. iii. 16, Ii, 18, 19. 
-f2. Cor. vii. L Heh. xii. 1 L 

n. This sanctification is throughout in the whole 
maD,g yet imperft'ct in this life; there alJidcth still some 
remnallts of corruption in every part;h whence ariselh 
a continual and irrcconcileable war; the flesh lusting 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the Besh.i 

g 1 Thes. v. 23.-h 1 John i. 10. Rom. vii. 18, 23. Phil. iii. 
12.-iGal. ".17. 1 Pet. ii. 11. 

ILl. In which war, although the remaining corruption' 
for a time may much prevail,k yet, through the contin­
ual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of 
Christ, the regenerate part doth overcome;1 and (SO the 
~aints grow in grace,m perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.n 

k ROil). v~~: 23.-1 Rom ... yi. 14'. 1 John v. -I. Eph. iv. 15,16. 
--m 2 Pet. III 18. 2 Cor. 111. 18.-n 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

CH.-\P. XIV. Of Saving Faith. 

The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to 
bt'lieve to the saving of their souls,a is the work of.the 
Spirit of Christ i~ . their heart~,b and is ordinarily .. 
wrought by the llilnlstry of the word:c by which also, 
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and by the adminstration of the sac1aments, and prayer, 
it is increased and strengthened.d 

a Heb. x. 39.-b 2 Cor. iv. 13. Eph. r. 17, 13, 19. Eph. i;. 8. 
-c Rom. x. 14, 17.-d 1 Pet. ii.~; Acts xx. 32. R')m. iv. 11. 
Lul[e xvii 5. Rom. i. 16, 17. 

II. By this faith, a Christian bdieveth to be trlle 
whatsoever is revealed in the word, f'lr tlte authority of 
God himself ~peaking therein;e and acteth diffl-rpntly 
upon that which each paticular passage thereof contain­
eth; yielding obedience to the comand~f trt'mbling at 
the threatenings.g and embracing the prolliiscs of God 
for this life and that which is to come.!t nut the prin­
cipII acts of saving faith are, accp.pting, rpcei dng,and 
resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctificatiulI, 
and eternal life, by virtue of tile covenant of grace.i 

e John iv. 42. 1 Thcs. ii. 13. 1 John v. 10. Acts xxiv, 14. 
-fRom. xvi. 26.-g Isa. Ixvi. 2.-1, Hcb. xi. 13 .1 Tim. iv. 8.-. 
John i. 12. Acts xvi. 31. Gal. il. 20. Acts xv. ] 1. 

III. This faith is different in deg,.ee~, weak or strong;k 
may be often and many ways assailed and weakened, 
but gets the victory;l growing lip in many to the at. 
tainment of a full a~Sl1rance through Chri,t,m wbq is 
both the author and finisher of our faith n 

k Heb. v. 13, 14, Rom. iv. 19,21. Mat. vi. 3U. Mat. viii. 
10.-1Lu~e xxii. 31', 32. Ej,h. vi. 16. 1 John v. 4, 5.-m Hcb. 
vi 11, ]2. Reb. x. 22. Col. ii. 2.-n Heb. xii. 2 • 

• 

CHAP. XV. Of Repentance unto Life· 

Repentance unto life is an evan!!elical grace,a the doc­
trine whereof is to be preached by every ministel'" of 
the gospel, as well as that of faith in Christ.b 

a Zech. xii. 10. Acts xi. 18.-" LClke xxiv. 47. Mark i. 15. 
Acts xx. 21. 

II. By it a sinner, out of the sight and s,nsp. not 
only of the dangf'r, but also of the filthine~s and odiou~­
ness of his sin~, as contrary to the holy nature and 
righteous law of God, and upon the apprehension of his 
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mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, so grieves for 
and hates his sins, as to turn from them all unto God,c 
purposing and endeavouring to walk with him in all the 
ways of his commandments.d 

e Ezck. xviii. 30, 31. Ezck. xxxvi.~1. Isa, xxx. 22. Psal.li . 
. \. JeT. xxxi. IB, 19. Jocl ii. 12, 13. Amos v. 15. P~a1. cxix. 
1~8. 2 Cor. vii. 11.-d Peul. cxix. 6, 59, 106. Luke i. 6. 2 
Kings xxii. :!5. 

Ill. Although repentance be not to be rested in, as 
any satisfaction for sin, or any cause of the pardon 
thereof,e which is the act of God's free grace in Christ;1 
yet is it of such necessity to all sinners, that none may 
expect pardon without it.g 

e Ezek. xxxvi. 31, 32. Ezek. xvi. 61, 62, 63.-fHos. xiv. 2,4. 
Rom. iii. 24. Eph. i. 7.-g Luke xiii. 3,5. Acts xvii. 30, 31. 

IV. As there is no sin so small but it deserves dam­
nation;h so there is no sin tlO great that it can bring 
damnation upon those who truly repent.i 

h Rom. vi. 23. Rom. v. 12. Matt xii. 36.-i Isa.Iv. 7. Rom. 
viii. 1. lea. i. 16, Itl. 

V. Men ought not to content themselves with a gene­
ral repentance, but it is every man's duty to endeavour 
to repent of his particular sins particularly.lt 

k Psal. xix. 13. Luke xix. 8. 1 Tim. i. 13, 15. 

YI. As every man is bound to make private confes­
sion of his sins to God, praying for the pardon thereof;l 
liT on which, and the forsaking of them, he shall find 
mercy;m so he that scandalizeth his brother, or the 
church of Christ, ought to be willing, by a private or 
,ublic confetlsion and sorrow for his sin, to declare his 
repentance to those that are offended;n who are there­
upon to be reconciled to him, and in love to receive 
him.o 

lPsal.li. 4, 5. 7, 9, U. Psal. xxxii. 5, 6.-m Pl'ov. xxviii. 13' 
I John. i. 9.-nJames v. 16. Luke xvii. 3, 4. Josh. vii. 19' 
[Psal. h. throughout.J 02 Cor. ii. 8. 
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CHAP. XVI. Of Good Works. 

Good works are only such as God hath commur.ded 
in his holy word,a and not such as, without the warrant 
thereof, are devised by men, out of blind zeal, or upon 
any pretence of good iutention.b 

a Micah vi. S. Rom. xii. 2. Heb. xiii. 21......;..b ;'Ilalt. xv. 9. 
Isa. xxix. 13. 1 Pet. i. IS. Rom. x. 2. John xvi. 2. 1 Sam. 
xv. 21-23. 

II. These good works, dODe in obedience to God's 
cOlllmandments, are the fruits aDd evidences of a true 
and lively faith;c 3Ad by them believers manifest their 
thaDkfulDess,d strengthen their assurance,e edify their 
brethrenJ adorn the profession of the gospel,g stop the 
mouths of the adversarie;1,h and glorify God,i whose 
workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus there­
unto;k that, having their fruit unto holiness, they may 
have the end eternal life.l 

cJames ii. ttl, 22.-d Psa!. cxvi. 12, 13. 1 Pet. ii. 9.-e 1 John 
ii. 3, 5. 2 Pet. i. 9-10.-f2 Cor. ix.!? Matt. v. 16.-g Tit. ii. 
5. 9, 10, 11, 12. 1 Tim. vi. I.-It 1 Pet. ii. 15.-i 1 Pet. ii. 12. 
Phil. i. 11. John xv. S.-'-k Eph. ii. 10.-1 Rom. vi. 22. 

III. Their ability to do good works is not at all of 
themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ.m 
And that they may be enabled thereunto, besides the 
graces they have already received, there is required all 
actual inflmnce of the same lIoly Spirit to work in 
them to will and to do of his good pleasure:n yet ar!' 
they not hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were 
not bound to perform allY duty unless upon a special 
motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be <!ilig!Jnt ill 
stirring up the grace of God that is ill them.o 

1n John xv. 4, 5,6. Ezek. xxxvi. 26,27 .-n Phil. ii. 13 Phil. 
iv.13. 2 Cor. iii. 5.-0 Phil. ii.12. Heb. vi. 11,12. 2 Pet. i. 
3,.~ 10, 11. Isa. lxiv. 7. 2 Tim. i. 6. Acts. xxvi. 0,7. Jude, 
5, 2U, 21. 

IV. They who in their obedience attain to the great­
est height wRich ia possible in this life, are so far from 
being able to supererogate, and to do more th&n God. 
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requires, that they faU short of much, which in duty 
they are bouod to do.p 

p Luke xvii. 10. Nch. xiii. 22. Job ix. 2,3. Gal. v. 17. 

V. We cannot, by our best works, merit pardon of 
sin, or eternal life, at the hand of God, by rea.;:on of the 
great disproportion that is between them and the glory 
to come, and the infillite distance that' is between us and 
God, whom by them we can neither profit nor sat.i~fy 
1'01' the debt 'of our former sins;q but when we have 
done all "'e can, we have done but 0111' duty, and are 
unpl'Ofitable !'en'ants;T and becau~e, as they a.re good, 
tlley proceed from hi, Spirit;$ and as they are wrollght 
by us, they are defiled and mixed with so much weak­
IIf'SS and imperfection, that they canllot endure the 
severit3 of God's judgment.t 

q Rom. iii. 20. Rom. iv. 2, 4, 6. Eph. ii. 8, 9. Tit. iii. 5, 6, 
7. R?m. viii. 18. P~aJ. xvi. 2. Job. xxii. 2,3. Job xxxv. 7. 8. 
-T Luke xvii. lU.-.~ Gal .• v. 2:!, 23.-t Isa. lxiv. 16. Gal. v. 17. 
Ibm. vii. 15, 18. Psal. cxliii. 2. P~al. cxxx. 3. 

VI. Yet notwithstanding, the persons of believers be­
ing accepted through Christ, their good works also are 
accepted in him;v not as though they were in this life 
wholly unblameable and un reprovable in God's sight;w 
but that he, looking upon them in his Son, is pleased 
to accept and re" ard that which is sincere, although 
accompauicd with many weaknesses and imperfections.x 

'/l Eph. i. 6. 1 Pet. ii. 5. Exod. xxviii. 38. Gen. iv. 4. Reb. 
xi. 4.-w Job ix. 2 J. Psal. cxliii. 2.-x IIeb. xiii. 20, 21. 2 Cor' 
viii. 12. Heb. vi. 10. Matt. xxv. 21, 23. 

VII. Works done by unregenerate men, although, for 
the matter of them, they may be things" hich God 
commands, and of good use both to themselves and 
others;y yet, becau~e they proceed not f~m an heart 
purified by faith;z nor are done in a right manner, ac­
cording to the word;a nor to a right end, the glory of 
God;b they are therefore sinful, and cannot please 
God, or make a man meet to receive grace from God.c 
And yet their neglect of them is more sinful, and dis-
ple~sing unto God d " 

y2 Kings x. 30, 31. 1 Kings xxi. 27, 29. Phil. i. 15, 16, 18. 
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-0 Gen. iv. 5. Heb. xi. 4, 6.-a 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Isa. i. 12.­
b Matt. vi. 2,5, 16.-c Hag. ii. 14. Tit. i. 15. Amos. v. 21. '22. 
Hosea I. 4. Rom. ix. 16. Tit. iii. 5.-,{ Psal. xiv. 4. Psal. xxxvi. 
3. Job xxi. 14, 15. ;\btt. xxv. 41, 4:), 43,45. i\btt. xxiii. 23 . 

• 
CHAP. XVII Oltke Perseverance oj tke Saints. 

They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effec­
tually called and sanctified by his Spirit, can neither to­
tally nor finaIly fall away from the state of grace; but 
shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be 
eternally saved.a 

a Phil. i. 6. 2 Pet. i. 10. John x. 28, 29. 1 John iii. 9. 1 
Pet. i. 5, 9. 

II. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon 
their Own free will, but upon the immutability of the 
decree of election, Bowing from the free and unchang­
able love of God the Father;b upon the efficacy of the 
merit and intercession of Jesus Christ;c the abiding of 
the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them;d and 
the nature of the covenant of grace:e from all which 
ariseth also the certainty and infallibility th~reoff 

b 2 Tim. ii. 18, 19. Jer. xxxi. 3.-c Heb. x.IO, 14. Heb. xiii. 
2U, 21. Heb.ix. 12 -15. Rom. viii. 33-39. John xvii. 
11, 21. Luke xxii. 32. Heb. Vii. 25.-d John xiv. 16, 
17. 1 John ii. 27. 1 John iii. 9.-eJer. XXXii. 40.-fJohn x.28. 
2 Thes. iii. 3. 1 John li.19. 

lIT. Nevertheless they may, through the temptations 
of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption 
remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of 
their preservation, fall into grievous sins;9 and for a 
time continue therein :l~ whereby they incur God's dis­
pleasure,i and grieve his Holy Spirit ;k come to be de­
prived of some measure of their graces and comforts;1 
have their hearts hardened,m and their consciences 
wounded;n hurt and scandalize others,o and bring tem­
poral judgments upon themselves.p 

g Mat. xxvi. 70, 72, 74.-h Peal. Ii. [the title.] Ver. 14.-i Isa. 
Ixiv. 5, 7, 9. 2 Sam. xi. 27.-k Eph. iv. 30.-1 Psal. Ii. 8, 10, 12. 
Rev. ii. 4. Cant. v. 2, 3, 4, 6.-m !sa. lxiii. 17. Mark vi. 52. 

D 
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Mark xvi. 14.-n Psal. xxxii 3,4. Psal. Ii. S.-a2 Sam. xli. l~ 
-p l'~al. Ixxxix. 31, 32. 1 Cor. xi. 32 . 

• 
CHAP. XVIII. OJ Assurance of Grace and Salvation 

Though hypocrites, and other unrf'generate men, ma; 
vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carna 
presumptions of being in the favour of God, and e,;tat, 
of salvation;a which hope of theirs shall perish;h ye 
such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him il 
sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good conscien(', 
before him, may in this life be cel·tainly assured tha 
they are in the state of grace,c and may rejoice in til, 
hope of the glory of God; which hope shall lJeve 
make them ashamed.d 

II Job viii. 13, 14. Micah iii. 11. Dcut. xxix. In. John vii, 
41.-b Mat. vii. 22, 23.-c 1 John ii. 3. 1 John iii. 11, 18, 19,21 
21. 1 John v. 13.-d Rom. v. 2, 5. 

II. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and pro 
bable persuasion, grounded upon a fallible hope je bu 
an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the divin, 
truth of the promises of salvationf the inward evidenci 
of those graces unto which these promises are made,! 
the testimony of the spirit of adoption witne$sing witl 
our spirits that we are the children of God:h whicl 
Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, whereby we ari 
sealed to the day of redemption.i 

P. Heb. vi. 11, 19.-f Heb. vi. 17, IS.-g 2 Pet. i. 4, 5, 10, 11 
1 John ii. 3. 1 John iii. 14. 2 Cor. i.12.-h Rom. viii. IS, 16 
-i Eph. i. 13. 14. Eph. iv. 30. 2 Cor. i. 21, 22. 

Ill. This infallible assurance doth not so belong t, 
the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wai 
long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he h 
partaker of it:k yet, being enabled by the Spirit to knov 
the things which are freely gh'en him of God, he rna) 
without extraordinary revelation, in the right use of or 
dinary means, attain thereunto.l And therefore it i 
the duty of everyone to give all diligence to make hi 
calling and election sure;m that thereby his heart rna' 
be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, in loy' 
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and thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerful­
ness in the duties of obedience,n the proper fruits of 
this assurance: so far is it from inclining men to loose­
ness.o 

k 1 John v. 13. Isa. i. 10. Mark ix. 24. Psal. Ixxxviii. 1-18. 
Psal. Ixxvil. 1-12.-l1 Cur. ii. I::!. 1 John vi. 13. Heb. vi. 
11, 12. Eph. iiI. 17-19.-m 2 Pet. i. 10,-n Rom. v. 1, ::!. 
5. Rom. xiv. 17. Rom. xv. 13. Eph. i. 3,4. Psal. iv. 6, i. 
Psal. exix. 32.-01 John ii. 1, 2. Rom. vi. 1, 2. TIt. ii 11, 1~, 
H. 2 Cor. vii. 1. Rom. viii. I, I::!. 1 John iii 2,3. Psal. exxx. 
4. 1 John i. 6, 7. 

IV. True believers may have the assurance of their 
salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and intermit­
ted, a", by negligence in preserving of it; by falling into 
some special sin, which 1V0undeth the con~cience, and 
gricvelh the Spirit; by wme sudden or vehement temp­
tation: by God's withdrawing the light of his counte­
nance, and suffel'ing even such as fear him to walk in 
darkness, and to have no light:p yet are they never 
utterly destitute of that seeu of Uod, unci !;j'~ .. f C"it:', 
that I~ve of Chrbt and the brethren, that 5incerity of 
heart and conscience of duty, out of which, by the op­
el'ation of the Spirit, this assurance may in tlue time be 
revived,q and by the which, in the mean time, they are 
supported from utter despair.r 

p Cant. v. 2, 3, 6. Psal. Ii. 8, 12, 14. Ep~. iv. 30,31. PsaL 
Ixxvii. 1-10. Mat. xxvi. 69,-72. Psal. XXXI. 2::!. Psal.lxxxvlli. 
Isa. i. 10.-q 1 John iii. 9. Luke xxii. 32. Job xiii. 15. Psal. 
iK'l:iii. i5. Psal. Ii. 8, 12. IRa. i. 10.-rMicah vii. 7,-9. Jar. 
xxxii. 10. Isa. liv. 7,-10. Psal. xxii. I. P~al. Ixxxviii. tl.1·ouglt­
(Jut. 

• 
CHAP. XIX. Oftlte Law 0/ Gorl_ 

God gave to Adam a law, as a covenant of works, by 
which he bound him, and all his posterity, 'to personal, 
entire, exact, and perpetual obedience; promised life 
upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach 
of it: alld endued him with power and ability to keep 
it.a 

a Gen. i. 26, 27. Gen. ii. 17. Rom. ii. 14, 15. Rom. x. 5. 
Rom. v. 12,-19. Gal iii. 10, 12. Eccl. vii. 29. Job. xxviii. ~i<. 
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II. This law, after his fall, continued to be a perfect 
rule of righteousness; and, as such, was delivered by 
God upon Mount Sinai in ten commandments, and 
written in two tables;b the first four commandments. 
containing our duty towards God, and tbe other six our 
duty to man.c 

b James i. 25. James ii. 8, 10, 11, 12. Rom. xiii. 8,9'. Deut. 
v. 32. Deut. x. 4. Exod. xxx:iv. 1.-c Mat. xxii. 37,-40-

III. Besides this law, commonly called Moral, God 
was pleased to give to the people of Israel, aft a church 
under age, ceremonial laws, containing several typical 
ordinances; partly of worship, prefiguring Christ, his 
graces, actions, sufferings and benefits;d and partly 
holding forth divers instructions of moral duties.e All 
which ceremonial laws are now abroe:ated under the 
new testament:!, -

,z Heb. ix. Heb. x. 1. Gal. iv. 1,2, 3. Col. ii. I7.-e 1 Cor. 
v.7. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Jude, ver. 23.-f Col. ii.14, 16, 17. Dan. 
ix.27. Enh. ii It; 11:: 

.1:---- - _ ... , .. .,. 

IV. To them also, as a body politic, he gave sundry 
judicial laws, which expired together with the state of 
that people, not obliging any other now, further than 
the general equity thereof may require.g 

g Exod. xxi. Exod. xxii. 1-29 Gen. xlix. 10.-1 Pet. ii. 13. 
14. Mat. v. 17, 38, 39. 4 Cor. ix. 8, 9, 10. 

V. The moral law doth for ever bind all, as well jus­
tified persons as others, to the obedience thereof;h and 
that not only in regard of the matter contained in it, 
but aLso in respect of the authority of God, the Creator, 
who gave it.i Neither doth Christ in the gospel any 
way dissolve, but strengthen this obligation.k 

h Rom. xiii. 8,9,10. Eph. vi. 2. 1 John ii. 3, 4, 7, 8.-i James 
ii. 10, 11.-k Mat. v. 17, 18, 19. James ii. 8. Rom. iii. 31. 

VI. Although true believers be not under the law, as 
a covenallt of works, to be thereby justified 01' con­
demned jl yet is it of great use to them, as well as to 
others; in that, as a rule oflife, informing them of the 
will of God and ,their duty, it directs and binds them to 
walk accordingly;m discovering also the sinful poilu. 
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tions of their nature, hearts, and Iives;n 8U as, examin­
ing themselve,; thereby, they may COllle tu further COIl­

I'iction of, humiliatiun for, and hatred against sin;o to­
gether with a clearer sight uf the need the,' have of 
Christ, and the perfection of his obedience.p - It is like­
wise of use to the regenerate, to I'estrain their corrup­
tions, in that it forbids 3in;q and the threatenings of it 
~erve to shew what even their sins deserve, ilnd what 
affiictions in this life th!'y may expect fur them, although 
freed from the curse thereof threatened in the law.,. 
I he promi"e,; of it, in like manner, shew lht'm God's 

approbation of obedience, and \\ hat bles"ing.; they may 
expect upon the performance thereof,s althuugh not as 
due to them by the la IV as a covenant of works:t so as 
a man's doing good, and rerr'aining rrom evil, uecause 
the law encourageth to the oue, ami deterreth from the 
other, is no evidence of his being under the law, and 
not undel' grace.u 

l Rom. vi. 14. Gal. ii. 16. Gal. iii. 13. Gal. iv. 4, 5. Act, 
xiii. 39. Rom. viii. l.-m Rom. vii. 12,22,25. PsaJ. cxix. 4, 5, 
6. 1 Cor. vii. 19. Gal. v. 14, 16, 18-23.-n Rom. vii. 7. Rom. 
iii. 20.-0 James i. 23-25. Rom. vii. 9, 14, 24.-p Gal. iii. :24. 
Rom. vii. 24. Rom. viii. 3, 4.-q James ii. 11. Psal. exix. 101, 
104, 12tl-r Ezra ix. 13, 14. P~al. lxxxix. 3J-34.-8 Lev. XX\·l. 

1-14.-2 Cor. vi. 16. Eph. vi. 2, J. Psal. xxxvii. 11.-_\1.11. 
v.5. Psal. xix. 1I.-t Gal. ii. 16. Luke xvii. 10.-v Rom. vi. 
12, 14. 1 Pet. iii. 8,-12. Psai. xxxiv. 12,-16. Heb. xii. :2t, 
29. 

VII. Neither are the forementioned uses of the lal\' 
contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do swef:!tiy COIl1-

ply with it;w the spirit of Christ subduillg and enablillg 
the will of man to do that freely and cheerfully which 
the will of God revealed in the law requireth to be 
done.x 

w Gal. iii. 21.-.7: Ezell. xxxvi. 27. Heb. viii. 10. .I<:f. xxxi· 
33. 

• 
CHAP. XX. Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of 

Conscience. 
The liberty which Cllrist hath purchased for believers 

uuder the gospel, consists in their fl'eedolll from the 
D* 
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guilt of sin, the condemning wrath of God, the cnrse of 
the moral law ;a and in their being delivered from this 
present evil world, bondage to Satan, and dominion of 
sin,b from the evil of afflictions, the sting of death, the 
victory of the gl'ave, and everlasting damnation;c as 
also in their free access to God,d and their yielding obe­
dience unto him, not out of slavish fear, but a child-like 
love, and willing mind.e All which were common also 
to believers under the law if but under the new testa­
ment, the liberty of Christians is furthEr enlarged in 
their freedom from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to 
which the Jewish church was subjected,g and in greater 
boldness of access to the throne of grace,h and in fuller 
communications of the free Spirit of God, than believers 
under the law did ordinarily partake of.i 

a Tit. ii. 14. 1 Thes. i. 10. Gal. iii. 13.-b Gal. i. 4. Col. i. 
) 3. Acts xxvi. IS. Rom. vi. 14.-c Rom. viii. 28. Psa!. cxix. 
71. 1 Cor, xv. 54,-57. Rom. viii. I.-dRom. v. 1, 2.-e 
Rom. viii. 14, 15. 1 John iv. IS.-fGal. iiI. 9, 14.-g Gal. iv. 
1, 2, 3, 6,7. Gal. v. 1. Acts xv. 10, ll.-h Heb. iv. 14, 16. 
Hcb. x. 19,-22.-iJohn vii. 3S, 39. 2 Cor. iii. 13,17.18. 

II. God alone is Lord of the eonscience,k and hath 
left it free from the doctri nes and commandments of men 
which are in any thing contrary to his word, or beside it, 
in matters of faith or worship.l So that to believe such 
doctrines, or to obey such commandments out of con­
science, is to betray true liberty of conscience jm and the 
requiring of an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind 
obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason 
also.n 

kJames iv. 12. Rom. xiv. 4.-1 Acts iv. 19. Acts v.29. 1 
Cor. vii. 23. Mat. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. 2 Cor. I. 24.-Mat. xv. 9.­
III Col. ii. 20, 22,23. Gal. i. 10. Gal. ii. 4,5. Gal. v. 1.-n Rom. 
x. 17. Rom. xiv. 23. 1sa. viii. 20. Acts xvii. 11. John iv. 22. 
Hos. v. 11. Rev. xiii. 12, 16, 17. Jer. viii. 9. 

III. They who, upon pretence of Christian liberty, de 
practise any sin, or cherish any lust, do thereby destro~ 
the end of Christian liberty j which is, that, being de· 
livered out of the hands of our enemies, we might servE 
the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness be 
fore him, all the days of our life.o 

o Gal. v. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 16. 2 Pet. ii. 19. John viii. 34. Luk' 
i. 74, 75. 
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IV. And because the powers which God hath ordained, 
and the liberty which Christ hath purchased, are not 
intended by God to destroy, but mutually to uphold and 
preserve one another; they who, upon pretence of Chris­
tian liberty, shall oppose any lawful power, or the lawful 
exercise of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, resist 
the ordinance of God.p And for their publishing of such 
opinions, or maintaining of such practices, as are contrary 
to the light of nature, or to the known principles of 
Christianity, whether concerning faith, worship, or con­
versation; or to the power of godliness; or such eroneous 
opinions, or practices, as either in their own nature, or in 
the manner of publishing or maintaining them, are destruc­
tive to the external peace and order which Christ hath 
established in the Church; they may lawfully be called 
to account, and proceeded against, by the censures of the 
church,q and by the power of the civil magistrate.r 

pMat.xii.25. 1 Pet. ii.13, 14,16. Rom. xiii. I-S. He\). 
xiii. 17.-q Rom. i. 32.-1 Cor. v. 1, 5, 11, 13. 2 John 10, 
11. 2 Thps. iii. 14.-1 Tim. VI. 3, 4, 5.-Tit. i. 10,11, 13.-Tit. 
iii. 10.-:\lat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 1 Tim. i. 19,20. Rev. ii. 2,14, 
15,20. Rev. iii. 9.-r Dent. xiii. 6-12. Rom. xiii. 3,4.-2John 
1011. Ezra vii. 23,25-28. Rev. xvii. 12, 16, 17 Neh. Xlii. 
15, 17, 21, 22, 25,30. 2 Kings xxiii. 5, 5, 6, 20, 21. 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 33. 2 Chron. xv. 12, 13, 16. Dan. iii. 29. 1 Tim. ii. 
2. !sa. xlix. 23. Zech. xiii. 2, 3 . 

• 
CHAP. XXI. Of Religious fVor~lIip, and the 

Sabbath-day. 

The light of nature sheweth that there is a God, who 
hath lordship and sovereignty over all; is good, and 
doeth good unto all; and is therefore to be feared, loved, 
praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the 
heart, and with all the soul, and with all the might.a 
But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God i1 
instituted by himself, and so limited by his own reveal· 
ed wiII, that he may not be worshipped according to th! 
imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions 0 

Satan, under any visible representation, or any othel 
way not prescribed in the holy scripture.b 

a Rom. i. 20. Acts xvii. 24. Psal. cxix. 6S. Jer.x.7. Psal 
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xxxi. 23. Psal. xviii. 3. Rom. x. 12. Psal. lxii, 8. Josh. xxiv. 
II Mark xii. 33.-h Deut. xii. 32. Mat. xv. 9. Acts xvii. 25. 
Mat. iv. 9, 10. Dcut. xv. 1-20. Exvd. xx. 4, 5, 6. Col. ii. 23. 

II. Religiou:> wor",hip is to be given to God, the Fa­
t her, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to him alone:c not to 
angel$, saints, or any otht'r creature;d and, "ince the 
fall, lIot without a Mediator j lIor ill the mediation of 
any other but of Christ alon~.e 

c :Uat. iv.IO.-John v. 23.-2 Cor. xiii. 14.-d Col. ii.IB. Rev. 
xix. 10. Rom. i. 25.-eJohn xiv. 6. 1 Tim. Ii. 5. Eph. ii. 18. 
Co!. iii. 17. 

III. Prayer, with thank~giving, being one special part 
of religiou:> worship/is by God requil"ed of all men:g 
and that it may be accepted, it is to be made in the name 
of the Son,lt by the help of his Spirit,i according to his 
will,k with undel'standing, reverence, humility, fervency, 
faith, love, alld pt'rseverallce;l and, if vocal, in a known 
In:JgII c:..m 

~T __ ~ ______ --~· -----

Phil. iv. 6.-g Psal. lxv. 2.-1tJohn xiv. 13, 14. 1 Pet. ii. 5.­
i R>m. viii. 26.-k 1 John v. 14.-1 Psal. xlvii. 7. EccJ. v. 1,2. 
Heb. xii. 2B. Gen. xviii. 27. James v. 16. James i. G, 7. Mark 
xi. 2.1. Mat. vi. 12,14,15. Col. iv. 2. Eph. vi 18.-1111 Cor. 
xiv. 14. 

IV. PI'ayer is to be made for things lawful,n and 
for all sorts of men living, or that shall live hereafter;o 
but not for the dead.p nor for those of whom it may be 
known that they have sinned the sin unto death.q 

n 1 John v. 14.-01 Tim. ii. 1, 2. John xvii. 20. 2 Sam. vii 
29. Ruth iv. 12.-d2 Sam. xi;. 2L-23. Luke xvi. 25, 26. 
Rev. xiv. 13.-q 1 John v. 16. 

V. The reading of the scriptures with godly fear;r 
the sound preaching,s and conscionable hearing of the 
word, in obedience unto God, with understanding, faith, 
and reverence ;t singing of psalms with grace in the heatt ;V 
as also the due administration and worthy receiving of the 
sacraments instituted by Christ; are all parts of the 
ordinary religious worship of God:w besides religious 
oaths,x and vows,y solemn fastings,z and thanksgivings 
upon special occasions,a which are, in their several times 
and seasons, to be used in an holy and religious manner.b 

T Acts xv. 21. Rev. i. 3.-82 Tim. iv. 2.-t Jamesj.22. Act. 



t.33. ;\Iat. xiii. 19. Heb. iv. 2. Isa. lxvi. 01._11 ('1)1. IiI. Il;. 
Eph .. ,:.19. James v. 13.-w Mat. xxviii. 19. 1 C.,!". xi. 23-29. 
Acts II. 42.-x J?eut. vi. 13.-Neh. x. '2'J.-y Isa. xix. 21.-Eccl. 
v. 4, 5.-% J~elll. 12. Est. iv. 16. ;\Iat. ix. 15. 1 Cor. vii, 5. 
--a Psal. CVlI. throullhout Est. ix. ~:!.-b Heb. xii. :!~. 

VI.. N~ither prayer, nor any other part of religioll.­
worship, IS, now under the gospel, either tied unt·), or 
made more acceptable by, any place in which it is per­
formed, or towards which it is directed:c but God is to be 
worshipped every whered in spirit and in truth;e as in 
private familieif daily,g and in secret each one by him­
selfih so more solemnly in the public assemblies, which 
are not carelessly or wilfully to be neglected or forsaken, 
when God, by his word 01' providence, calleth thereunto.i 

c John iv. 21.-d Mal. i. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 8.-e John iv. 23, 21, 
-1Jer. x. 25. Deut. vi. G, 7. Job i. 5. 2 Sam. vi. IS, 2tl. 1 
Pet. iii. 7. Acts x. 2.-g :;IaL vi.;l1 .-It Mat. vi. 6. Eph. vi. IS. 
-iIsa. lvi. 6, 7. Hcb. x. 25. Provo i. 20,21, 24. Provo viii. 
34. Acts xiii. 42. Luke iv. lb. Acts ii. 42. 

VII. As it is of the law of nature, that, in geiiti';;'!, ;:. 
due proportion of time be .-;et apart for the worship of 
God; so, in his word, by a positi\'e, moral, and perpetual 
commandment, binding all men in all ages, he hath par­
ticularly appointed one day in ~t'\'ell for a Sabbath, to be 
kept holy unto him:k which, from the beginning of the 
world to the resun'ection of Christ, was the last day of the 
week i and, from the resurrection of Christ, was changed 
into the first day of the week,l which in scripture is called 
the Lord's day,m and is to be continued to the end of the 
world, as the Christian Sabbath.n 

k Exod. xx. S, 10, 11. Isa. lvi. 2, 4, 6, 7.-l Gen. ii. 2, 3. 1 
Cor. xvi. 1,2. Acts xx. 7.-m Rev. i. lO.-n Exod. xx. S, 10. 
-Mat. v.17. IS. 

VIII. This Sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, 
when men, after a due preparing of their heart~, and or­
dering of their common affairs before-hand, do not onl:' 
observe an holy rest all the day from their own works, 
words, and thoughts about their worldly employments and 
recreations;o but also are taken up the whole time in the 
public and private exercises of his worship, and in tlte 
duties of necessity and mercy.p 
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o Exod. xx. 8. Exod. xvi. 23,25,26,29,30. Exod. xxxi. 15, 
16,17. Isa. Iviii. 13. Nch. xiii. 15,-19, 21, 22.-p Isa. Iviii. 
13. Mat. xii. 1-13. 

• 
CHAP. XXII. Of Lawful Oatl,s and Vows. 

A Lawful oath is a part of religious worship,a wherein, 
upon just occasion, the person swearing solemnly calleth 
God to witness what he asserteth or promiseth; and to 
judge him according to the truth or falsehood of what he 
sweareth.b 

a Deut. x. 20.-b Exod. xx. 7. Lev. xix. 12. 2 Cor. i. 23. 2 
Chron. vi. 22, 23. 

II. The name of God only is that by which men ought 
to swear, and therein it is to be used with all holy fear 
and reverence:c therefore to swear vainly or rashly by 
that glorious and dreadful name, or to swear at all by any 
other thing, is sinful, and to be abhored.d Yet as, in 
matters of weight and moment, an oath is warranted by 
the wOl'd of God under the New Testament, as well as 
tInder the Old je so a lawful oath being imposed by law­
ful authority, in such matters, ought to be talren:f 

c Deut. vi. 13.-a Exod. xx. 7. Jer. v. 7. Mat. vo 34, 37. 
James v. 12.-e Hcb. vi. 16. 2Cor. i. 23. Isa.lxv. 16.-fl Kings 
viii. 31. Neh. xiii. 25. Ezra x. 5. 

III. 'VllOsoever taketh an oath, ought duly to consider 
the weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch 
nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the truth.g Nei­
ther may any man bind himself by oath to any thing but 
what is good and just, and what he believeth so to be, and 
what he is able and resolved to perform.h Yet it is a sin 
to refuse an oath touching any thing that is good and just, 
being imposed by lawful authority.i 

g Exod. xx. 7. Jer. iv. 2.-lt Gen. xxiv. 2, 3, 5. 6, 8, 9.-i 
Numb. v. 19,21. Neh. v. 12. Exod. xxii. 7,-11. 

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common 
sense of the words, without equivocation or mental reser­
vation.k It cannot oblige to sin; but in any thing not 
t:inful, being taken, it binds to performance, although to 
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a man's own hurt;l nor is it to be violated, although mad 
to heretics or infidels.m 

k Jer. iv. 2. Psal. xxi,'. ·1.-11 Sum. xxv. 22, 32,33,34. P"a 
X\'. 4.-m EzelL xvii. 16, 18, 19. Josh. ix. 18, 19.-2 Suu 
xxi. 1. 

V. A YO\\" is of the like nature with a promissory oatb 
and ought to be made with the like religious care, and t, 
be perfonned with the like faithfulness.n 

n !sa. xix. 21. Eccl. v. 4, 5, 6. Psal. Ixi. 8. Psul. Ixvi. I~ 
u. 

VI. It is not to be made to any creature, but to ·GOI 
alone:o and that it may be accepted, it is to be made vo· 
luntarily, out of faith, and con~{'iL'n('e of duty, in way 0 

thankfulness for mercy receiYed, or j',r the obtaining 0 

what we want; whereby we more ~trictly bind ourselve! 
to nece3sary duties, or to other thing~, so jill' and so Ion! 
as they may fitly conduce thereunto.p 

oPsal. Ixxvi. 11. Jer. xliv. 25, 26.-1' Dcut. xxiii. 21, '22, 2.3 
Psul. i. 14. Gcn xxviii. 20,21,22. 1 Sam. i. 11. Psal.lxvi.l:! 
14. PsaI. cxxxii. 2,-5. 

VII. No man may vow to do any thing forbidden ir 
the word of God, or what would hinder any duty thereir 
commanded, or which is not in his own power, and fOl 
the performance whereof he hath no promise or abilit) 
from God.q In which respects, Popish monastical vow, 
of perpetual single life, professed poverty, and regular obe· 
dience, are so far from being degrees of higher perfection 
that they are superstitious and sinful snares, in which fie 

Christian may entangle himself.r 

q Acts xxiii. 12, 14. Mark vi. 26. Numb. xxx. 5, 8, 12, 13 
-T Mat. xix. 11, 12. 1 Cor, vii. 2,9. Eph. iv. 28. 1 Pet. iv. 2 
1 Cor. vii. 23. 

• 
CHAP. XXIII Of the Cit'il ~Ia[Jistrate. 

God the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath 
ordained civil magistrates to be under him over the people, 
lor his own glory, and the public good; and, to this end, 
hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the 
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uefence and encouragement of them that are good, and 
for the punishment of evil doers.a 

a Rom. xiii. 1,-i. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 

II. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute 
the office of a magistrate, when called thereunto:b in the 
managing whereof, as they ought especially to maintain 
piety, justice, amI peace, according to the wholesome 
laws of each commonwealth jC so for that end, they may 
lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war upon 
just and necessary occasions.d 

bProv. viii. 15, 15. Rom, xiii. 1,2, 4.-c Psal. ii. 10, 11, 12' 
1 Tim. h. 2. Psal. lxxxii. 3, 4. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 13' 
-d Luke iii. 14. Rom. xiii. 4. Mat. viii. 9, 10. Acts x. 1, 2' 
Rev. xvii. 14, 16. 

III. The civil magistrate may not assume to himself 
the adminstration of the word and sacraments, or the 
power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven:e yet he 
hath authority, and it is his duty, to take order, that unity 
and peace be preserved in the church, that the truth of 
God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies and 
heresies be supressed, all corruptions and abuses in wor­
ship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the or­
dinances of God duly settled, administered, and observedJ 
For the better effecting whereof, he hath power to call 
synods, to be present at them, and to provide that what­
soever is transacted in them be according to the mind of 
G.od.g 

e 2 Chron. xxvi. 18.-Mat. xviii. 17.-Mat. xvi. 19. 1 Cor. Xli' 
28,29. Eph. iv. 11, 12. 1 Cor. iv 1,2. Rom. x. 15. Heb. v' 
4.-fIsa. xlix. 23. Psal. cxxii.9. Ezra vii. 23, 25,-28. Lev' 
xxiv. 16. Deut. xiii. 5, 6, 12. 2 Kings xviii. 4. 1 Chron' 
xiii; 1-9. 2 Kings xxiii. 1-26. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 33. 2Chron, 
xv. 12, 13.-g 2 Chron. xix. 8,-11. 2 Cbron. Chapters 
xxix, and xxx. Mat. ii. 4, 5. 

IV. It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates,h to 
honour their persons,i to pay them tribute and othel 
dues,k to obey their lawful commands, and to be subjec1 
to their authority for conscience sake.l Infidelity, or dif. 
ference in religion doth not make void the magistrates jUS1 
and legal authority, nor free the peo1)le from their due obe· 
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dience to him:m from which ecclesia.rtical persons are 
not exempted in much less hath the Pope any power 
or jurisdiction over thel111 in their dominions, or over 
any of their people i and least of all to deprive them of 
their dominions or lives, if he shall judge them to be he­
retics, or upon any other preten{;e whatsoever.o 

II 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.-i 1 Pet. ii. 17.-k Rom. xiii. 6, 7.-IRom. xiii. 
~. Tit. iii. l.-m 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, 16.-n Rom. xiii. 1. 1 Kings 
u. 35. Acts xxv. 9, 10,11. 2 Pet. ii. 1, 10, U. Jude, 8, 
-1l.-o2 Thes. ii. 4. Rev. xiii. 15, 16, 17. 

CHAP. XXIV. Of Marriage and Divorce. 
Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: 

neither is it lawful for any man to have more than one 
wife, nor for any woman to have more than one husband 
at the,same time.a 

aGen. ii.2!.. Mat. xix. 5,6. Provo ii.17. 

II. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help ofhus­
band and wife ib for the increase of mankind with a legi. 
timate issue, and of the church with an holy seed iC and 
for preventing of uncleanness.d 

iJ Gen. ii. 18.-c Mal. ii. IS.-d 1 Cor. vii. 2, 9. 

III. It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry who 
are able with judgment to giye their consent:e yet it i:; the 
duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord! And 
therefore such as profess the true reformed religion should 
not marry with infidels, Papists, or other idolaters: nei­
ther should such as are godly be unequally yoked, by 
marrying with such as are notoriously wicked in their 
lire, or maintain damnable heresies.g 

e Heb. xiii. 4. 1 Tim. iv. 3. I Cor. vii. 36-38. Gen. xxiv . 
.57,58.-/1 Cor. vii. 39.-gGen. xxxiv. 14. Exod. xxxiv. 16. 
Deut. vii. 3, 4. 1 Kings, xi. 4. Neb. xiii. 25, 26, 27. Mal. ii. 
11, 12. 2 Cor. vi. 14. -

IV. Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of 
consanguinity or affinity forbidden in the word ih nor can 
such incestuous marriages ever be made lawful by any 
law of man, or consent of parties, so as those persons 
may live together as man and wife.i The man may not 
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marry any of his wife's kindred nearer in blood than he 
may of his own, nor the woman of her husband's kindred 
nearer in blood than of her own.k 

hL,~v. xviii. 1 Cor.v. 1. Amos ii. 7.-iMark vi. IS. Lev· 
xviii. 2-l-:JS.-k Lev. xx. 19, 20, 21. 

V. Adultery or fornication committed after a contract, 
being detected before marriage, giveth just occasion to the 
innocent party to dissolve that contract.l In the case of 
adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party 
to sue out a divorce,m and, after the divorce, to marry 
another, as if the offending party were dead.n 

Z .... ht. i. 18, 19, 20.-m :\1at. v. 31, 32.-1/ Mat. xix. 9. Rom' 
vi. 2, 3. 

VI. Although the corruption of man be such as is apt 
to study arguments unduly to put asunder those whom 
God hath joined together in marriage; yet nothing but 
adultery, or such wilful desertion as can no way be re­
medied by the church or civil magistrate, is cause suffici­
"nt of desolving the bond of marriage:o wherein a publir 
and orderly course of proceeding is to be observed, and 
the persons concerned in it not left to their own \"ills and 
dii'cretion in their own case.p 

() Mat. xix. 8, 9. 1 Cor. vii. 15· :\Iat. xix. 6.-p Dent. xxi\'. 
1-4. -

CHAP. XXV. Of tlte Churclt. 
The Catholic or universal church, which is im'isible, 

eonsists of the whole number of the elect that haye been, 
are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the head 
thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all.a 

(J Eph. i. 10,22,23. Eph. v. 23, 27, 32. Col. i. 18, 

II. The visible church, which is also catholic or uni­
versal under the gospel, (not confined to one nation, as 
before under the law,) consists of all those throughout 
the world that profess the true religion,b together with 
their children;c and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesu~ 
Christ,d the house and family of God,e out of which there 
is no ordinary possibility of salvationf 
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b 1 Cor. i. 2. 1 Cor. xii. 12,13. Peal. ii. 8. Rev. Vii. 9. h"l] 
xv. 9-12.-c I Cor. "l'ii. 14. Acts ii. 39. Ezek. xvi. ZV 2: 
Rom. xi. 16. Gen. iii. 13. Ge::.. xvii. 7.-d Mat. xiii. 47. 'Is: 
ix. 7.-e Eph. ii. 19. Eph. iii. 15.-f Acts ii. 47. 

III. Unto this Catholic visible church Christ hat] 
given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of Gou, for tli, 
gathering and perfecting of the saints in this life, to thl 
end of the world; and doth by his own presence anl 
Spirit, according to his promise, make them effectua 
thereunto.g 

gICor.xii.28. Eph.iv.ll,12,13. Mat. xxviii. 19,20. '"~ 
lix.21. 

IV. T his Catholic church hath been sometimes more 
sometimes less visible.h And particular churches, which 
are members thereof, are more or less pure, according a' 
the doctrine of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordin· 
ances administered, and public worship performed mor€ 
or less purely in them.i 

h Rom. xi. 3. 4. Rev. xii. 6,14.-i Rev. Chapters ii. and iii. J 
Cor. v. 6, 7. 

V. The purest churches under heaven are subject botr 
to mixture and error;k and some have so degenerated a: 
to become no churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan. I 
Nevertheless, there shall be always a church on earth tc 
worship God according to his wiJI.m 

k 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Rev. Chapters ii. and iii. Mat. xiii. 24-30 
47.-lRev. xviii. 2. Rom. xi. 18-22.-m Mat. xvi. 18. Paal 
lxxii. 17. Paal. cii. 28. Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 

VI. There is no other head of the church but the Loru 
Jesus Christ:n nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense hi: 
head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of sin, anc 
son of perdition, that exalteth himselfin the church againsl 
Christ, and all that is called God.o 

n Col. i. 18. Eph. i. 22.-0 Mat. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. 2 Thes. i. 3 
4, 8, 9. Rev. xiii. 6. -

CHAP. XXVI. OJ Communion of Saints. 

All saints that are united to Jesus Christ their head bJ 
his Suirit. and bv faith. have fellowship with him in hi~ 
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graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory.a And 
being united to one another in love, they have communion 
in each other's gifts and graces jb and are obliged to the 
performance of such duties, public and private, as do con­
duce to their mUlual good, both in the inward and out­
ward'man.c 

a 1 John i. 3. Eph. iii. 16-19. John i. 16. Eph. ii. 5, 6. 
Phil. iii. 10. Rom. vi.5, 6. 2 Tim. ii. 12.-b Eph. iv. 15,16. 1 
Cot. xii. 7. 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. Col. ii. 19.-c 1 Thes. v. 11, 
H. Rom. i. 11, 12, 14. 1 John iii. 16, 17,18. Gal. vi. 10. 

II. Saints, by profession, are bound to maintain an 
holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God 
and in performing such other spiritual services as tend to 
their muturrl edification jd as also in relieving each other 
in outward things, according to their several abilities and 
necessities. -Which communion, as God offereth oppor­
tunity, is to be extended unto all those who, in every place, 
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus.e 

rl Heb. x. 21, 25. Acts ii. 42, 46. Isa. ii. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 20.­
e Acts ii. 44, 45. 1 John iii. 17. ~ Cor. Chapter8 viii. and ix. 
Acts xi. 29, 30. 

III. This communion which the saints have with 
Christ, doth not make them in any wise partakers of the 
substance of his Godhead, or equal with Christ in any 
respect: either of which to affirm is impious and blasphe­
mousf Nor doth their communion one with another, as 
saints, take away or infringe the title or property which 
each man hath in his goods and possessions.g 

fCol. i. lS, 19. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Isa. xlii. 8. 1 Tim. vi. 15,16. 
Psal. xlv. 7. I-Icb. i. 8, 9.-g Exod. xx. 15. Eph. iv. 28. Acts 
v.4. 

• 
CHAP. XXVII. Of tlte Sacraments. 

Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of 
grace,a immediately instituted by God,b to represent 
Christ and his benefits, and to confirm our interest in 
him;c as also to put a visible difference between those 
that belong unto the church and the rest of the world jd 
and solemnly to engage them to the service of God in 
Christ, according to his word.e 
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a Rom. iv. 11. Gen. xvii. 7, 1O.-b ;'.1al. XXVIIi. l~,. 1 COl . 
.!:i. 23.-c 1 Cor. x. 16. 1 ('or. xi. 25, 26. Gal. iii. '27. Gal. IIi. 
17.-d Rom. xv. 13. Exod. xli. 15. Gen. xxxiv. 1 i.-I' [~.1IJ1. vi. 
3,4. 1 Cor. x. 16,21. 

II. There is in every sacrament a spiritual relation or 
sacramental u~ion, between the sign and the thing si~ni­
lied: whence It comes to pass, that the names and effect 
of the one are attributed to the othflr:f 

fGen. xvii. 10. ;'.Iat. xxvi. 27, 28. Tit. iii. 5. 

III. The grace which is exhibited in or hy the ~acl"a­
ments, rightly used, is not conferred by any power in 
them; neither doth the efficacy of a sacrament depend 
upon the piety or intention of him that doth administer 
it,g but upon the work of the Spirit,h and the word of 
institution; which contains, together with a precept au­
thorising the use thereof, a promise of benefit to worthy 
receivers.i 

g Rom. ii. 28, 29. 1 Pet. iii. 21.-h Mat. iii. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 
13.-i Mat. xxvi. 27, 23. Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 

IV. There be only two sacraments ordained by Christ 
our Lord in the gospel,-that is to say, Baptism, and 
the Supper of our Lord; neither of which may be dis­
pensed by any but by a minister of the word, lawfully 
ordained.k 

k Mat. xxviii, 19. 1 Cor. xi. 20, Z3. 1 Cor. iv. 1. Heb. v. 4. 

V. The sacraments of the Old Testament, in regard 
of the spiritual things thereby signified and exhibited, 
were, for substance, the same with those of the New.l 

l1 Cor. x. 1-4. 

-
CHAP. XXVIII. OJ Baptism. 

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordain­
ed by Jesus Chl'ist,a not only for the solemn admission 
of the party baptized into the visible chu!ch,b but also to 
be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace,c 
of his ingrafting into Christ,d of regeneration,e of remis­
sion of sins, f and of his giving up unto Got.! througll 
Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life:g which sacra-

E* 
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ment is, by Christ's own appointment, to be continued in 
his church until the end of the world.k 

a Mat. xxviii. 19.-bl Cor. xii. 13.-cRom.iv ll. CoI.ii.1l, 
12.-d Gal. iii 27. Rom. vi. 5.-e Tit. iii. 5.-f Mark i. 4.-g Rom. 
vi. 3, 4.-h Mat. xxviii. 19,20. 

II. The outward element to be used in thia sacrament 
is water, wherewith the party is to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, by a minister of the gospel, lawfully called there­
unto.i 

i Mat. iii. 11. John i. 33. Mat. xxviii. 19, 2~. 

III. Dipping of the person into the water is not ne­
cessary; but baptism is rightly administered hy pouring 
or sprinkling water upon the person.k 

k Hcb. ix. 10, 19,-22. Acts ii. 41. Acts xvi. 33. Mark. 
vii. 4. 

IV. Not only those that do actually profess faith in, 
and ohedience unto Christ,l but al.3o the infants of one 
or both believing parents are to be baptized.m 

l Mark xvi. 15, 16. Acts viii. 27, 38-m Gen. xvii. 7,9. Gal. 
iii. 9, 14. Col. ii. 11, 12. Acts ii. 38, 39. Rom. iv. 11, 12. 1 
Cor. vii. 14. Mat. xxviii. 19. Mark x. 13,-16. Lukcxviil.15. 

V. Although it be a great sin to contemn or ne­
gleet this ordinance,n yet grace and salvation are not so 
inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be 
regenerated or saved without it,o or that all that are 
baptised are undoubtedly regenerated.p 

n Luke vii. 30. Exod. iv. 24,25, 26.-oRom. iv. 11. Acts JO.. 

2,4, Z2, 31, 45, ,n.-pActs viii. 13, 23. 

VI. The efficacy of baptism is not tied to that mu­
ment of time wherein it is administered;q yet notwith­
standing, by the light use of this ordinance, the grace 
promised is not only offered, but really exhibited and 
conferred by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age 
or infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the 
counsel of God's own will, in his appointed time.r 

qJohn iii. 5, 8.-r Gal. iii. 27. Tit. iii. 5. Eph. v. 25, 26. Acts 
,i. 2, 38. 41. 
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VII. The sacrament of baptiiSm is but once to be ad­
mini-;tered to any perRon.s 

BTit. iii. 5. 

-
CHAP. XXIX. Oillie Lord's Supper. 

Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherem he was betrayed, 
instituted the sacrament of his body and blood, called the 
Lord's Supper, to be observed in his church unto the 
end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the 
sacrifice of himself in his death, the sealing all benefits 
thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment 
and growth in him, their further engagement in and 
to all duties which they owe unto him, and to be a bond 
and pledge of their communion with him, and with each 
other as members of his mystical body.ct 

a 1 Cor. x. 23-26. 1 Cor. x. Hi, 17, 21. 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

II. In this sacrament Christ is not offered up to hi:; 
Father, nor any real sacrifice made at all for remission 
of sins of the quick or dead;b but only a commemora­
tion of that one offering up of himself, by himself, upon 
the cross, once for all, and a spiritual oblation of all pos­
sible praise unto God for the same:c so that the Popish 
sacrifice of the mass, as they call it, is most abominably 
injurious to Christ's one only saerifice, the alone propi­
tiation for all the sins of the elect.d 

b Hcb. ix. 22, 25, 26, 28.-c 1 Cor. ix. 24-26. Mat. xwi. :!G, 
:!7.-d Heb. vii. 23,24,27. Heb. x. 11, 12, 14, 18. 

III. The Lord Jesus hath, in this ordinance, appoint­
ed his ministers to declare his word of institution to the 
people, to pray, and bless the elements of bread and wine, 
and thereby to set them apart from a common to an holy 
use; and to take and break the bread, to take the cup, 
and (they communicating also themselves,) to give both 
to the communicants;e but to none who are not then 
present in the congregation:f 

c :\Iut. xxvi. 26-28. Mark xiv. 22,-24. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
1 Cor. xi. 23-26.-f Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xi. 20. 

IV. Private masses, or receiving the sacrament by a 
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Priest, or any other, alone;g as likev·;i~e the denial of 
the cup to the people;h worshipping the elements, the 
lifting them up, or carrying them about for adoration 
and the reserving them for any pretended religious use; 
are all contrary to the natpre of this sacrament, and to 
the institution of Christ.i 

g I Cor. x. 6.-h }lark xiv :23.' 1 Cor. xi. 25-29.-i Mat. 
xv.9. 

V. The outwaru elements in this sacrament, July set 
apart to the u~es ordained by Christ, have such relation 
to him crucifieu, 38 that truly, yet sacramentally only, 
they 3re sometimes called by the name of the things they 
represent, to wit, the body and blood of Christ;k albeit, 
in substance and nature, they still remain truly and only 
hread and wine, as they were before.l 

k Mat. xxvi. :!G-2S.-11 Cor. xi. :!6-2,~. :\1at. xxvi. 23. 

VI. That doctrine which m3intains a change of the 
substance of bread and wille into the substance of Christ''i 
body and blood (commonly called Transubstantiation) 
by consecration of a priest, or by any other way, is re­
pugnant not to scriptu.re alone, Lut eVE'n to common 
sense and reason; overthroweth the nature of the sacra­
ment ; and hath been, and is, the cause of manifold super­
f:titions, yea, of gross idolatries.m 

1/1 Acts iii. 21. 1 Cor. xi. 2!-26. Luke XXIV. G, 39. 

VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the 
visible elements in this sacrament,n do then also inward­
ly by faith, really indeed, yet not carnally and cor­
porally, but spiritually, receive and feed upon Christ 
crucified, and all benefits of his death; the body and 
blood of Christ being then not corporally or carnally in, 
with, or under the bread and wine; yet as really, but 
spiritually, present to the faith of believers in that ordi­
nance, as the elements themselves are to their outward 
~ense~.o 

f/ 1 ('or. xi. 28.-01 Cor. x. 16. 

VIII. Although ignorant and wicked men receive the 
~)lltward elements in this sacrament, yet they receive 1I0t 
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the thing signified thereby; but by their unwOIthy COlTl-

109 thereunto, are guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord, to their own damnation. W'herefore all jo-norant 

d
b, 

a!l un~odly: persons, as they are unfit to enj.)y commu-
nIOn wIth hIm, so are they unworthy of the Lor(l'~ t:tllle, 
and ~annot, without great sin ngainst Christ, while they 
re?Iam such, partake of these holy mysteries,p or :)~ ad­
mItted thereunto.q 

pI Cor. xi. 27-29. 2 Cor. VI. 11-16'-11 Cvr. v. 6,7, I:>. 
2 Thcs. iii. 6, 14, 15. Mat. vi;. 6 . 

• 
CHAP. XXX. Of Church Censures. 

The Lord Jesu3, as king and head of hia church, hath 
therein appointed a government in the hand of chUl'ch 
officers, distinct from the civil magistrate.a 

a Isa. ix. 6, 7. 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Thes. v. 12. Acts xx. 17. 
18. Heb. xiii. 7, 17, 24. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 1I.lat. xxviii. 1'{ 
-20. 

II. To these officers the keys of the kingdom of hea­
ven are committed, by virtue whereof they have power 
respectively to retain and remit sins, to shut that king­
dom against the impenitent, both by the word and cen­
sures; and to open it unto penitent sinners, by the mi­
nidtry of the gospel, and by absolution from censurea, as 
occasion shall require.b 

b Mat. xvi. 19· Mat. xviii. Ii. 18. John xx. 21-23. 2 Cor. 
ii.6-8. 

III. Church censures are necessary for the reclaim­
ing and gaining of offending brethren; for deterring 
of others from the like offences; for purging out of 
that leaven which might infect the whole lump; for vin­
dicating the honour of Christ, and the holy profession of 
the gospel; and for preventing the wrath of God, which 
might justly fall upon the church, if they should suffer 
his covenant, and the seals thereof, to be profaned by 
notorious and obstinate offenders.e 

e I Cor. v. throughout. 1 Tim. v. 21. Mat. vii. 6. 1 Tim. 
1. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 27 to the end. Jude, vcr. 23. 

IV. For the better attaining of these ends, the offi­
eers of the church are to proceed by admonition, suspen-
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sion from the sacrament of the Lord's Supper for a sea­
son, and by excommunication from the church, accord­
i ng to the nature of the crime, and demerit of the per­
son.d 

d 1 Thea. v. 12. 2 Thea. iii. 6, 14, 15. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 13. 
Mat. xviii. 17. Tit. iii. 10. 

• 
CHAP. XXXI. Of Synods and (,ouncils. 

For the better government, and further edification of 
the church, there ought to be such assemblies as are 
commonly called Synods or Councils.a 

a Acts xv. 2, 4, 6. 

II. As magistrates may lawfully call a synod of mini­
sters, and other fit persons, to consult and advise with 
about matters of religion ;b so if magistrates be open ene­
mies to the church, the ministers of Christ, of themselves 
by virtue of their office, or they, with other fit persons 
upon delegation from their churches, may meet together 
in such assemblies.c 

b Isa. xlIx. 23. 1 Tim. ii. I, 2. 2 Chron. xix 8. to the end. 
2 Chron. chapters xxix. and xxx. throughout. Mat. il. 4, 5. 
Provo xi. 14.-cActs xv. 2, 4,22,23,25. 

III. It belongeth to synods and councils ministerially 
to determine controversies of faith, and cases of con­
:-icience; to set down rules and direct:ons for the better 
ordering of the public worship of God, and government 
of his church: to receive complaints in cases of malad­
ministration, and authoritatively to determine the same: 
which decrees and determinations, if consonant to the 
word of God, are to be received with reverence and sub­
missiof., not only for their agreement with the word, but 
also for the power whereby they are made, as being an 
ordinance of God, appointed thereunto in his word.d 

d Acts xv. 15,19, 24, 27- 31. Acts xvi. 4. Mat. xviii. 17 
-20. 

IV. All synods or councils since the apostles' times, 
whether general or particular, may err, and many have 
erred; therefore they are not to be made the rule of 
faith or practice, but to be used as an help in both.e 

e Eph. ii. 20. Acts xvii. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 5. 2 Cor. 1, 24. 
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v. Synods and councils are to handle or conclude no­
thing but that which is ecclesiastical; and are not to in­
termeddle with civil affairs, which concern the common­
wealth, unless by way of humble petition, in cases ex­
traordinary; or by way of advice for satisfaction of con­
science, if they be thereunto required by the civil magis­
trate/ 

fLuke xii. 13, IJ. John xviii. 36 . 

• 
CHAP. XXXII. Of tlte State of Men after Death, 

and of the Resurrection of the Dead. 
The bodies of men after death return to dust, and ~ee 

corruption ja but their souls, (which neither die nor 
sleep,) having an immortal subslstance, immediately re­
turn to God whu gave them.b The souls of the righte­
ous, being then made perfect in holiness, are received 
into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of 
God in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption 
of their bodies jC and the souls of the wicked are cast 
into hell, where they remain in torments and utter dark­
ness, reserved to the juugment of the great day.d Be­
sides these two places for souls separated from their bo­
dies, the scripture acknowledgeth none. 

a Gen. iii. 19. Acts xiii. 36.-b Luke xxiii. 43. Eccl. xii. 7. 
-cHcb. xii. 23. 2 Cor. v. 1,6,8. Phil. i. 23. Acts iii. 21. Eph. 
iv. IO.-d Luke xvi. 23,24. Acts i. 25. Jude, vcr. 6,7. 1 Pet. 
iii. 19. 

II. At the last day, such as are found alive shall not 
die, but be changed je and all the dead shall be raised up 
with the self same bodies, and none other, although with 
different qualities, which shall be united again to their 
souls for ever/ 

el Thes. iv.I7. I Cl)r. xv. 51, 52.-fJob xix. 26,27. 
Cor. xv. 42-44. 

III. The bodies of the nnjust shall, by the power of 
Christ, be raised to dishonour; the bodies of the just, by 
his Spirit, unto honour, and be made conformable to his 
own glorious body.g 

1; Acts xxiv. I5.-John v. 28,29. 1 Cor. xv. 43. Philip. iii. 21. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. Oftke Last Judgmenl. 
God huth appointed a day wherein he will judge the 

world in righteousness by Jesus Christ,a to whom aU 
power and judgment is given of the Father.b In which 
day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged,c but 
likewise all persons that have lived upon earth shall ap­
pear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an account 
of their thoughts, words, and deeds, and to receive ac­
cording to what they have done in the body, whether 
good or eviI.d 

a "\ct~ xvii. 31.-b John v. 2'l, 27.-c 1 Cor. vi. 3. Jude, ver. 
6. 2 Pet. ii. 4-d 2 Cor. Y. 10. Eccl. xii. 1 L Rom. ii.16. 
Rom. xi\". 10,12. Mat. xii. 36, 37. 

II. The end of God's appointing this day is for the 
manifestation of the glory of his mercy in the eternal 
salvation of the elect, and of his justice in the damllation 
of the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient. For 
then shall the righteous go into everlasting life, and re­
ceive the fuluess of joy and refreshing which shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; but the wicked, who 
know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
shall be cast into eternal torments, and be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his power.e 

e Mat. xxv. 31, to the end. Rom. ii. 5, 6. Rom. ix. 22, 23. 
Mat. xxv. 21. Acts iii. 19. 2 Thes. 1, 7-10. 

III. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuad­
ed that there shall be a day of judgement, both to deter 
all men from sin, and for the greater consolation of the 
godly in their adversity,! so will he have that day un­
known to men, that they may shake off all carnal secu­
rity, and be always watchful, because they know not at 
what hour the Lord will come; and Ulay be ever pre­
pared to say, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen.g 

f 2 Pet. iii. 11, 14. 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. 2 Thes. i. 5-7. Luke 
xxi. 27, 28. Rom. viii. 23-25.-g Mat. xxiv. 36, 42, 43. 44. 
Mark Xlii. 35-37. Luke xii. 35, 36. Rev. xxii. 20. 

THE END. 




