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TO THE PUBLIC. 

THE following difcourfe, which is 

fent to the Prefs at the requeft of a fe:w 

Friends, who heard it delivered, having 

been intended only for the Pulpit, is not 

recommended to' the Public by any or­

naments of compofition. But the can­

did reader will know how to make al­

lowance for the difference of ftyle; ge­

nerally admitted, betweenfpokenand writ­

ten language; and it is prefumed that, to 

A 3 fuch 



fuch as are ferioufly interefted in the fub­

jeCl:, the compofition will be a matter of 

inferior confideration. For the Sentiments 

which it contains, no apology is offeredo 
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s E R M o N. 

ECCLESIASTES VII. 14. 

In the day of prrfperity he joyful, but in the day of advnjity con­

fider: God a!fo hath Jet the one over again) the other, to th~ 

md that man jhould find notbing qfter him. 

HAD mankind fufficient confidence in the 

governing power and wifdom of Providence, we 

ihould not fee them fo much elated by pro4:1eri­

ty as they fometimes are, not fo apt to complain 

of adverfity. Senfible of their own dependence, 

they would afcribe the whole to God, who judg­

eth and ruleth all with infinite goodnefs: They 

would rejoice in his dominion, and meekly fubmit 

to his will. 

" IT is not in man that walketh to direct his 

A 4 " fieps," 
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cc fieps," or to fuape his own fortune in the 

world. "The race is not to the fwift, nor the 

battle to the {hong." There is an invifible a­

gency in Providence, which over-ruleth the devi­

vices of the wife, and the enterprifes of the migh­

ty. 

IT is not left in the power of men, by th~ir 
own wifdom or exertions, to fecure to themfelves 

profperity, nor to avoid the {hoke of adverfity; 

neither can they judge before hand, when they ihall 

enjoy the one, or fuffer the other; but God fend­

eth the one or the other, when, and in what 

proportion it feems good unto him. As expreffed 

in the Text, " He hath fet the one over againft 

" the other ;"-he mixeth them together, or ba­

lanceth the one with the other, in human life; 

" to t~~ end that man i110uld find nothing af­
c< ter him;"-that VI'C might feel our dependence 

on his providence, and know that it is from him. 

that both our profperity and adverfity come. 

AT the fame time, we are not to imagine that 

Divine Providence ever aas without a fufficient 

caufe 
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caufe, in what it either fends, or denies us •. " As 

" the bird by wandering, and as the fwallow by 

" flying, fo the curfe caufelefs fhall not come." 
When we are vifited with adverfity, it is, in the 

general plan of providence, intended to ferve fome 

wife and good end. It is meant to try our vir. 

tues, to correCt: our errors, or to punifh our 

crimes; while it may alfo, perhaps, ferve fome o­

ther purpofe more fecret and remote, of which we 

cannot now judge. 

THERE is no Truth more certain than this, 

that God doth not willingly afHiCt: his creatures. 

Judgment is his ftrange work, and he delight. 

eth to have mercy, and to forgive. But it is the 

evil and perferve nature in mankind, which re. 

quire~ this feverity. "Becaufe they regard not 

" the work of the Lord, neither confider the 

" operation of his hands ;-becaufe they are wife 

" in their own eyes, and pru'dent in their own 

" fight;-juftify the wicked for reward, and take 

" away the righteoufnefs of the righteous from 

" him;" becaufe "they walk after the fight of 

" their own eyes, and the defires of their own 

" hearts," 
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CC hearts," and negleCt the duty which they owe 

to their mak::r ;-" for all this, his anger is not 

" turned away, but his hand is firetched out 

" f1:il1.' '-

W HEN he feeth fit to fend us profperi~y, it is 

his gracious intention that we fhould pioufly and 

thankfully enJoy it. But when he finds it ne­

ce[fary to vifit us with adverfity, this ought to call 

us to more ferious refleCtion ;-to make us think 

wherefore he contendeth with us. "In the day 

" of profperity be joyful," faith Solomon, "but 

« in the day of adverfity confider. "-In the day 

of profperity, we are to be joyful in the Lord, and 

thankful to him for what we poffefs: not to be 

H lifted up above meafure," with our fuccefs, as 

if it were effeCted by our own power or wifdoffi; 

but to "joy in the God of our Salvation," and 

to "join trembling with our mirth." In the day 

of adveruty, on the other hand, we are to cOJ?fider 

wherefore it is fent upon us ;-to humble ourfelves 

before God, and 'wherein we have gone a firay, to 

"return unto him with purpofe of heart," if 

happily his anger may be turned away from us. 

To 
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. To day, Chrifiians, we are called upon, by 

pu blic authority, to attend upon this facred duty. 

Being, in the righteous difpenfation of providence, 

vifited with the calamity of war, and beholding 

" the judgments of God" gone abroad "in the 

cc earth," we are called upon to humble ourfelves 

before that Sovereign Power, which" ruleth in the 

" kingdoms of men,"-to confers our manifold 

fins, which have incurred his difpleafure, be­

ceeching him that he may be gracioufiy pleafed 

to avert the punifhment they have juftly deferved. 

A T the prefent momentous ctifis, which, on ac­

count of the dangers it brings to view, and the mi­

[eries unavoidably attendant on war, may juftly be 

called a " day of adverfity," it is proper for us to 

confider, dt, The dar:ger, which threatens us asa 

Nation: 21y, How much we have deferved to be 

vifited with adverfity, on account of our 6ns: And 

31y, what conduct we ought now to purfue, in or­

der to give us hopes of fafety and deliverance. 

,NOTWITHST ANDING the confidence we may jufr­

]y place in the equity of Providence, that the counfels 

of 



10 

of the wicked flull not finally prevail,-it is proper 

that we fhould " hear the rod, and who hath ap­

" pointed it;" that we fuould be fenfible of the evil, 

which we fuffer, regarding it as a warning fent from 

God, to make us refleCt upon our ways, and amend 

our doings. 

HAPPY, beyond example, in an excellent Confti­

tution of Government,-. happy in the enjoyment of 

civil and religious liberty, and in the fecurity of our 

perfons and property, under the proteCtion of equi­

table Laws, a wife adminifiration, and a Prince, 

who may truly be called the Father of his People; 

poffeffing national advantages fuperior, perhaps, to 

what any people ever enjoyed before,-at the pre­

fent moment, we behold all thefe advantages fur­

pcnded on the hazard of war. 

A turbulent and ambitious Foe, apparently raif. 

ed up hy providence as afcourge to the prefent age, 

[tung with envy and jealouly of that degree of na­

tional profperity, which Heaven hath hitherto 

\.'ouchafed mHO us, employs all his art and energy 

to deprive us of there inefiimable blefiings. The 

avowed 
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avowed object of thofe by whom the war is foment­

ed, is to overturn all regular Government. Their 

aim is efpecially directed againft the vitals of the 

Britiih Canftitution; and it would appear, as if no­

thing lefs could fatiate their pride and ambition, 

than the fubvernon of the Throne. 

W HAT fon-or what fubject of that happy and 

highly favoured Nation, can bear the thought of the 

rude attempt! Shall they who have fo long experi­

enced the happinefs of a Confiitution, which is juft­

Iy regarded as the moft glorious monument of hu­

man wifdom,-fhall the fons of thofe Statefmen and 

Heroes, by whofe labours and blood itwas raifed and 

cemented ;-fhall they live to fee the venerable Fabric 

humbled in the dufi? Shall the work and wifdom 

of ages become the fport of a vifionary U pftart? 

May I:Jeaven avert the direful calamity I The times 

in which we Jive are £hange and eventful; but we 

pioufly truft that Providence hath not yet delived us 

over to this degree of degradation. 

BUT fhould the threatened invafion of Britain be 

attempted, admitting that the Enemy fail of fuecds, 

(as 
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(as there is ground to hope mull: be the care), what 

carnage and devall:ation have we nor to apprehend? 

How many lives mull: be facrififed in the contefi:? 

How many widows and orphans left to mifery and 

want ?-Sad effects of lawlels amb~tion I 

REMOVED as we are, in this remote corner of the 

world, from the prefent kene of war, and from 

the immediate confequence of the dangers, which 

threaten our Mother Country. our feelings ought, 

notwithfianding, to be the fame as if we were there 

prefent. We are equa~ly interefied in the event of 

the war; our fafety depends on hers; and we can­

not but fympathize with thole, ~ho may be expofed 

to fuffer in the cmmon caufe. 

NEITHER is it the fa.te of our own country alone 

we have to regard in this conteft. The cau[e in 

which Great Britain is now engaged, is the caufe 

of humanity, and of the world in general: All na­

tions are interefied in her [ucce[s. Were the defigns 

of the Enemy to fucceed, we might expect to fee 

univerfal anarchy, or defpotifm,' overfpread the 

world, and the fcenes of Gothic barbarifm again 

realized: 



realized: we might expect to fee the rights of N ati­

ons, and of individuals difi'egarded, religion difcoun­

tenanced, and infidelity fet on high. The prefent 

war is not merely what moO: others have been, a 

difpute concerning a right to certain extent ofrerri-

. tory. It is a con teO: between civil order and. cOrifu­

non J between ~iberty and tyranny; between piety 

and infidelity. In £hort, it.involves whatever ought 

to be moft dear to us, as men and as chriO:ians. 

WE cannot condefccnd upon any of thore, who 

have fh.own themfelves real partifans of thatrevolu­

tionary Spirit, which now difturbs the world, who 

have not clearly manifefred their fentiments refpec­

ting religion.-that, in their hearts, they pay no 

regard to it. From the Charaaer of the men, we 

may therefore Judge of the order of things, which 

they would attempt to eO:ablifh, fhould they attain 

(what their ambition leads them to expect) uni-· 

verfal empire. . 

THU~ apprifed of the danger, which threatens 

~ur national Interefts, and the happinefs .of man­

kind in general, it is proper that we confider, 

2dly, 
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2dly, How juftly we have deferved to be vifited 

with Adveljity, on account of our fins. 

" WHEN the judgments of God are In the 

" earth, the inhabitants of the world" ought to 

" learn righteoufnefs." \Ve ought thoroughly to 

examine our ways, and to humble ourfelves, in 

.the fight of the Lord, on account of our fins, if 

happily his judgments may be removed, and the 

threatning clouds difperfed. 

THE caufe of national calamities IS general. 

ly to be afcribed to national fins. This is the 

fentence of the Lord refpeCting the kingdom of Da­

vid, as expreffed in the 89th P[alm, 30th verfe: 

" If his Children forfake my law, and walk not 

" in my judgments; if they break my fiat utes, 

" and keep not my commandments; then will I 

C' vifit their tranfgrefiions with the rod, and their 

" iniquities with firipes." -Let it not be our 

confidence that the enemy is more unrighteous, 

and more deferving of punifument than we. It is 

the way of God, in the courfe of his providence, 

frequently to make ufe of the more wicked, as the 

rod 



rod of his anger~ to punifh the Sins of thofe, 

whom he means afterwards to deliver. Thus was 

Pharoah, and thus were the Chaldreans, of old, 

greater finners than the Ifraelites whom they op. 

preffed. 

HAVI~G' been long favoured by Heaven, with 

national blelIings and profperity, above all oth~r 

nations of the Earth, it becomes us to COl!1ider 

how we have improved thofe bleffing. Have we 

been fufficiently thankful for them? Have we 

valued them as we ought? or have we adopted 

the proper means of preferving them? tJas the:re, 

in every part of the Britifh Dominions, appear­

ed, among all rapks, that love of order and juf­

tice,-that fubordination, and prompt obedience 

to the Laws, which are requifite to give energy 

and effect to the whole fyfiem of Government? 

Has there been that union among ourfelves, which 

wnfiitutes the firength of a Nation, and, under 

God, is the beft fecurity againft all enemies? Have 

all thofe, who have enjoyed the bleffings, which 

Heaven hath long vouchafed to the fubjects of the 

Britiih Go\'ernment, appeared duly fenfible of their 

B hap-



happinefs? Or have not unreafonable complaints 

fometimes been heard, and even plots and faCtions 

formed againft legal authoritY?-Plll thefe are mat­

ters of ferious confideration.-Fadion and di£loy­

ahy among ourfelves, not only diminifh our na­

tional firength, but cl1\o encourage our enemies 

with the hopes of profiting by our difutlion, and 

are, therefore, to be regarded as one caufe, which 

may have accelerated the calamities of war. 

THOUGH we have not to accufe ourfelves per­

lonally with any ads of difloyalty, it is yet mat­

ter of deep farrow and regret, that [ueh prac­

tices Ihould have exified, in any part of the 

dominions to which we belong: And it becomes 

us, on this day of humiliation, to acknowledge 

and bewail them before God, 3S fins chargeable 

upon the nation, which have jufil y incurred the 
L ivine difplc::J.[ure. 

I T behoves us alfo to confider how we have im­

proved the benefits of the Chrii1ian rdigion. 'Ve 
have the Scriptures tranflated into our mother 

tongue; and everyone has free accefs to that 

fountain of Divine kno\-,ldg-:. \Ve enjoy the 

pn-



privilege of public wodhi p, and of the other ordinan'; 

ces of the Gofpel, together with every neceffary affifr. 

ance in the knowledge ot our duty. What fruit have 

all thefe benefits produced among us? This quef­

tion comes home to every man's confcience.-Can 

we fay that we have aCted up to the fpirit of the 

Chrifrian Law, as far as we knew it, or might 

have known it? Or have we not to charge OUf­

[elves with very great deficiency in this refpeCt? 

We have to confers and lament before God, that 

there frill exifr, among us, many finful praCtices. 

" which ought not once to be named among Chrf­

" tians." 

NOTWITHST ANDING the light of the Gofpel, 

which we have fo long enjoyed, and every aid for 

our infiruCtion, it cannot be denied but that a fpi­

fit of infidelity is frill to be found among us;­

that fome appear hardened in fin, and callous to 

all the admonitions of the Gofpel ;-carelefs and 

unconcerned as to what regards religion; unawed 

by the profpects of Futurity, or the terrors of Di­
vine wrath. 

ON the other hand, we may find perrons, who, 

n 2 with 
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with the name of God in their mouths, and with 

every external appearance of fanCtity, will circum­

vent' or defraud ,their neighbour, and in private 

practise the groffeft immoralities: men '! who pro­

" fefs to know God, but in works deny him, 

" being abominable, and difobedient, and unto 

" every good work reprobate." 

BUT where is to be found that purity of mind 

and manneri, which the Gofpel requires? That 

integrity, and cordial love of goodnefs? That 

philatlthrophy and brotherly love? Where is that 

unanimity and con~ord, which ought to diftinguifh 

the difciples of Chrift? Where is that unaffected 

piety, which, without courting the notice of men, 

enters into the recdfes of the foul, and purifies 

the heart and the confcience? \Vhere is that pure 

and manly ze:-tl, which is "according to know­

" ledge? "-N ot a zeal for trifles, or for matte rs 

of doubtful opinion, which produceth ftrife, "ni­

" ther than Godly edifying ;"-bllt a zeal for " the 

" Faith' cnce delivered unto the Saints ;"-that 

Faith, "which workcth by love," andwhich tends 

to promote union, virtue, and happinefs i' Thol1gh 

we 



we certainly may boaO: of many Characters, emi. 

nent both for piety and virtue; yet thefe fruits of 

true religion .are far from being fo general as they 

ought. 

I~ matters of religion, as well as in politics, a 

fpirit of innovation appears to have gone abroad 

in the \YcFll, which under pretence of rectifying a-, 
bures, L:k)iln to fubvert all eftablilhed order; and 

it is rna Hcr of regret that this fpirit has met with 

too mucb countenance and encouragement. Chrif. 

tians ought to know that there is nothing new to 

be expeded in religion. But if any man would 

difiinguilh himfelf as a difciple of Chrifi, let it be 

by his works. In as far as he thews himfelf to be 

a good Subjetl: of the State, a fincere Friend, a 

good Neighbour, upright, charitable, clnd of a 

holy and virtuous life,-fo far we may give him 

credit for the rectitude of his principles; for, "the 

tree is known by its fruit;"-{o far we may hon­

our and efieem him, as one who liveth under the 

power of Religion. But a mere profefiion, with. 

out a correfponding conduct, is of no avail. 

LET 
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LET US now, 3dly, cOlytder what conduct we 

ought to purfue, in this time of danger and cala­

mity, in order to give us ground to hope for rafe­

ty and deliverance. 

FIRST, and principaIIy, being duly fenfible of 

the error of our ways,-how much we have pro­
voked God, hy our uns,-it becomes us to return 

unto him, by true reFentance and amendment;­

to walk in his fear,-to fet his Law before our 

eyes,-and to cleanfe ~)Urfelves from our iniqui­

ties. The heft ground of fecurity we can have, 

for the continuanc~ of the bleffings we enjoy, is 

to improve them, according to the intention of 
him, who heftoweth them upon us. 

W HEN God, of old, brought up the Ifraelites 

out of Egypt, "and gave them the lands of the 

" Heathen," it was in order" that they might 

" obey his ftatutes, and keep his laws" But, 

when they afterwards forfook his law, and cor­

rupted his worlhip with the idolatry of the na­

tions, \, hich had been before them in the Land , 
" he was turned to be their enemy," as faith the 

Pro-
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Prophet, "and he fought againft them :-He de .. 

" livered their ftrength into captivity, and their 

" glory' into the Enemy's hand." Yet when 

they returned, and called upon him, in their 

trouble, "he regarded their affiiction, when he 

" heard their cry. He remembered for them his 

" covenant, and repented according to the multi. 

" tude of his mercies." 

THOUGH we, in like manner, have finned a· 

gainil: him, and have not duly improved his be. 

nefits,-yet if we return unto him, with all our 

hearts, before the judgment £hall have gone forth 

againft us, there is ground to hope in his mercy, 

that he will yet deliver us, as in times pail:. If by 

our repentance and amendment, we make God our 

Friend, we need not fear all that can rife up a· 

gainfl: us. "The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is 

" our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, he will 

" fave us." 

LE T us banifh and difcountenance all faCtion 

and difcord; and with heart and hand, unite in 

the common caufe of our Country. The eyes, 
and 
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and the expectations of all people are ttlrrted to. 

wards Great Britain. They behold, with admi, 

ration, the arduolls conteit {he fuitains; and which, 

we truit, under the guidance of Providence, !he 

will be enabled to bring toa fortunate iffLle. "The 

" rod of the wicked 1ha ~ 1 not reft 11 pon the lot 

" of the righteous. "-" A righteous man falling 

" down before the wicked, is a troubled fountain, 

" and a corrupt ihearn." When wicked men are 

exalted to dignifY and power, the fountain of juf­

tice is corrupted, and the order of fociety deitroy­

ed.-But this ii a ftate of things, which cannot 

be permanent. There are means in the hand of 

Providence to correCt all abufes of this kind; and it is 

found, in exper:ence, that " The triumphing of 

" the wicked is {hort, and the hope of th~ hypo­

U crite but for a moment." 

If the conteft in vvhich Britain is now engaged be 

arduous, it is a1fo honourable, and glorious. Ne .. 

ver did any nation aCt a part more eminent on the 

Theatre of the world, or more important to man­

kind, than that, which Providence hath at this , 
time, affigned to her. In midfi of the aft~ni1h-

ed 
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cd nations, {he frands forth before the haughty .Foe, 

as the champion of religion and virtue, and the a­

venger of injured humanity. She appears the fole 

Power, which poffdfes firength and courage, to 

check the progrefs of that dilorganizing fpirit, 

which threatened to overfpread the world, and to 

fill it wi[h confufion and lnifc:ry. 

NEVER, furely, was a war more neceffary than 

that in which we are now engaged, or .more honour­

able to the fupporters of it. Let us not, then, 

complain of the temporary hardfhips, which it may 

occafion; nor of its continuance, fhould it be una­

voidab:y protracted. But let us patiently wait, un­

til the hand of Providence interpofe, to efiablilh 

peace and order, on a folid foundation. 

IN the mean time, knowing that it is" righte­

" ousnefs which exalteth a Nation," and that" fin 

" is the reproach," and muft finally prove the ruin, 

" of. any people," let it be the care of everyone 

of us, in our feveral departments of life, to pro­

mote and encourage order and virtue, by our influ­

ence and example. Both in our public and private 

c con-



concerns, .let the law of God be the rule of our 

conduct, and let vice of every kind be more and 

more difcountenanced. 

I F we are really rerfuaded, of what the fcripture 

teacheth us, that .. the battle is the Lord's," that· 

he exalteth or dtprdTtth nations, as feemeth good in 

his {; ght. and that their own finfulnefs is that which 

accele!21teth hi5 judgements; h(: nce we may alfo per­

u ive, that every wicked man, however fhong his 

profeil1ons of pat-riotifm may be, mufi: be regarded 

as an enemy to his country. 

FINALLY: Whatever rcpor~s we may have 

heard of the hofiile preparations of the enemy, let 

us be exhorted to tnrfl: in the proteCtion of Hea­

ven, and to fear no evil. "Say to them that are 

" of a fearful heart be {trang. fear not, behold 

" your God will come with vengeance, even God 

" with a tecornpenfe, he will come and [we you." 

Jf we be not wanting in our duty to Cod, or in the 

proper application of the means, which he hath put 

in our pov. er, we can have no [ca[on to be appre­

henuvcas to the final iffue of the contdt. 

WISDOM 



" WISDOM is better than weapons of war," faith 

Solomon, " but one finner defiroyeth much good." 

This obfervation we may fee verified in the general 

courfe of Providence. One perfon vefted with 

power, who rufhes forward to gratify his ambition, 

without regard to ,lufiice or moderation, may, in­

deed " defiruy much good," and for a time occafi­

on much difirefs and trouble in the world. But his 

career is of iliort duration; and all his " weapons 

" of war," are finally found infufficient to fup­

port him, againfi the fieady perCeverance of thofe, 

who are guided by wifdom and virtue. 

Now, unto the Lord our God, who alone hath 

power to fave and to defiroy, be glory and domini .. 

on, henceforth and forevermore. AMEN. 

FIN I S. 


