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PROVERES xxiv. 21

My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King s and meddle not

with them that are given to change.

‘HOEVER refle@s on the focial affe@ionsand in-

ftin&s that are implanted in our nature, will be in-

clined to think that Man was defigned by his Creator for a

flate of fociety. This opinion will be confirmed ftill more,

by confidering, that the portion of happinefs allotted to us

here, can only be attained in a ftate of fociety ; and that the

human race, from the condition of our nature, cannot be

continued and preferved but in the focial ftate ; fo that if fo-

ciety were to ceafe, the récq of mankind would foon be ex-
tinguifhed. ' -

THESE refleGions muft remove every doubt that a ftate
of fociety is the natural ftate of man--the ftate for which he
was originally intended and fitted. They alfo evince how
vifionary that fcheme is, which fuppofes mankind to have
once lived in what fome are pleafed to call a_fate of nature
that is, lived feparate, independent, and without aﬁy focial
conne@ion between individuals. Such a flate is wholly fa-
buleus ; it never had an exiftence,

Burt Society, like all other things here, has its defe@s and
imperfections. From hence, and from the depraved appe-
tites of human nature, it is liable to ‘many difafters, and its
ends may be defeated. To guard againft thefe inconveni-
ences, Government and Laws are neceffary. Even thefe

Az again
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again have their defe@s ; and thofe defects can only be fup=~
plied by the principles of Religion.

GoverNMENT and Religion are therefore the pillars, as
it were, on which fociety refts, and by which it is upheld ;
remove thefe, and the fabric finks into ruin.  Inall this, we
fee a difplay of the Creator’s wifdom and geodnefs; for thefa |
may be confidered as fo many links of a chain, which binds us
to each other, and to himfelf ; and conneés our duty and
welfare together. We difcover his Provi_dent care for the
happinefs of man in that {acial ftate for which he was formed.
And we alfo perceive, that Government and Religion, were
the Inftitutions of God, who is the fountain of all power
and truth ; that they were deﬁgncd to fecure our happinefs,
the ultimate end of our creation, and to obviate the evils ta
which we are qxpofgd in our Prefqn,t ftate of imperfe&ion,

AGREEABLY to thefe interefting and important truths, the
infpired author of the book of Proverbs, and wifeft of men,
delivers the exhortation in my text—¢ My Son, fear thou
¢ the Lord and the King ; and meddle not with them that
¢¢ are given to change ;”” which isan exhortation to Religion,
and Loyalty, and to a fteadfaft pexfeverance in them,

To fear the Lord is the fame as to reverence, worfhip, and
obey the Almighty, from a principle of unfeigned faith and
confcience. To fear the King is to pay due refpe& and ho-
nour to his perfon, office, and dignity, as well as obedience to,
his laws ; and the former principle naturally leads to this.
For in the language of St. Paul, ¢ he is the minifter of Czod
¢ unto us for good ; there bt:ing no power but of God ; 't.h,e,
¢ powers that be are ordajned of God. Whofoever there-
¢ fore refifteth the power, refifteth the ordinance of God.”“*

* Rorn. xiii, 1-+-4. 7

As
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As a farther fecurity for the benefits accruing to fociety
from fearing the Lord and the King, we are exhorted in my
text; ¢ not to meddle with them that are given to change,”—
that is, not to hold a familiar intercourf{e with, not to enter
into the councils, nor countenance the proceedings, nor be
influenced by the example of thofe who, either from bad
principles, ambition, a reftlefs temper, or difcontent, are gi--
ven to change—weculd difturb the public tranquillity, promote

{edition, and fubvert the order of fociety,

Frowm this view of the text, you fee its aim is twofold—to -
inculcate the fear of God and the King, and to diffuade us
from countenancing thofe who are fond of innovations. Ac-
cording to this divifion, I fhall frame my prefent difcourfe—-

1. By fhewing, that to fear God and the King ; or in other
words, that Religion and Loyalty are effentia] to the welfare
of fociety, ‘

I1. By pointing out the evils that turbulent perfons, given
to change, bring upon fociety ; with whom therefore we
fhould not meddle.

III. And I fhall, in this laft place, conclude with fome -
practical inferences, and obfervations on the whole.—If in
difcourfing on this copious and interefting fubject, I fhould
fomewhat exceed the limits of time ufually prefcribed for dif-
courfes from the pulpit, I truft the nature of the {ubjed, and
the circumftances of the times, will be my apology to this
refpeCiable audience, - '

1. I proceed then to my firft head, which is to fhew, that
fearing the Lord and the King—that Religion and Loyalty,
are effential to the welfare of fociety.

Ir
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It is worthy: of obfervation, that our duty to God and the
ng are frequently joined togeéther in the fame fentence of
Ho}y Scripture. My text is an mﬂance of this. In anfwer-
ing Vthe‘cz}p.t.ious’queﬁic')n-of the Pharifees to our Saviour, ‘he’
defires them ¢“torender to Czfar the things that are Cafar’s;
«t and to God, the things that are God’s.”* And St. Peter
enjoins Chriftians—¢¢ to fear God, and honour the King."+

W learn from hence how clofe a conne@ion there is be-
tween Religion and Loyalty—between our religious and ci-
vil dutics: He that fincerely ferves God, will be loyal to his
earthly Sovereign, from a principle of Confcience. Religion
indéed has 2 much- more important cbje& in view than the
temporal benefit of {ociety—its great object is eternal Salva-
tion. Yet it affords the moft powerful aid to fociety, whilft
;a€ually accomplifhing the main purpofe it aims at ; and that
purpofe-is again promoted by the peace and order of fociety.
For they lend mutual affiftance to each ather.

TuE conne@ion between Religion and Loyalty will be
more apparent ftill, when we refle on the origin aff gned
to Government by St. Paul. He tells us that it is ¢ thc or-
< dinance of God. There is no power but of God;
¢ powers that be are ordained of God.”- So that the relxgr-
ous principle naturally leads us to obey the Civil Maglf’crate,
as exerciling an authority which has been commiitted to him
by the Almighty. In obeying him we a& agreeably to the
exprefs and declared will of God.

- Toillaftrate this point farther, it may be proper to obferve,
that when the Gofpel was firlt publifhed, various forms of
Government fubfifted, as at prefent.  The Roman arins had
triumphed .over a great part of the then known world H

* Mark xii. 17. ¢ L. Peter ii. 17,
I ~ [and
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and Rome itlclf, after a feries of violent convulfions and in-
teftine wars, became an abfolute Momrchy under Auguftus
and his fucceffors. There werealfo other forms of Governi
ment of the popular, ariftocratic, regal, and mixed kind. For
it was the policy of Rome to indulge the conqueréd nations
in the ufe of their religious and civil inftitutions, .where it
did not interfere thh the views of dominion ; the Romans
even adopted thofe inftitutions, efpecially fuch as related to
Religion.

Now, the Gofpel did not meddle with the internal ftate or
form of thefe Governments: it let them remain juftas it
found them. It neither enlarged nor diminifhed the prero-
gative of the Magiftrate ; it neither added to, nor abridged,
the civil rights and privileges of the fubje&t. Every matter
of this kind was left to the eftablithed laws, ufages, and con-
ftitution of each particular flate. The reafon was—the King-
dom of Chrift was not of this world.* He came not toereGa
temporal kingdom, as the Jews falfly fuppofed of the Mefliah,
and it was the fatal rock on which they made fhipwreck of
their faith. - Our Saviour came to eftablifh a fpiritual King-
dom, the reign of God in the hearts of men ; to deliver them
from the power of fin and fatan, and raife them to everlafting
happinefs ; whatever form of Civil Government they might
lie under in the prefent ftage of exiftence. '

Bur although the Gofpel does not interfere with the inter-
nal ftru&ture of any government ; yet it uniformly and frigt-
ly enjoins obedience to the authority eftablithed in every
government ; whatever its form or ftructure may be. One
form indeed may be, and unqueftionably is, preferable to ano-~
ther. But the Gofpel has made no decifion on this point,

* John xviii. 36
being
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being foreign to its defign ;- and commands its profeflors to
be fubje&t and obedient to the higher poweis, in whatevet
ftate or country the providence of God has placed thent.
And the reafon is twofold ; firft, becaufe without abedience
in the fubjeé, government could not attain its end, nor even
exift ; and any form is preferable to anarchy. Secondly, be-
- caufe government is effential to the welfare of fociety ; and
therefore is the ordinance of God, to promote the happinefs
of mankind, both temporal and fpiritual.

WeRe there no government, fio laws to regulate 4nd re-
frrain the a&ions of men, this earth would become a fcene of
the wildeft diforder. Anarchy and oppreffion, rapine and
murder, - would defolate the gfobe.l The weak would become
a prey to the ftrong ; juftice, order, peace, and all the bleflings
that follow in their train, would be wholly banithed; violence
and wrong would fucceed them. Every man’s hand would
be againft his brother ; and mutual flaughter, perhaps a total
extermination of the human race, would be the confequence,

WE find in fa&, that notwithftanding the reftraints of
education, religion, and penal laws ; yet multitudes rufh to
the perpetration of horrid crimes—crimes fo deftru&ive to
fociety, that thofe who commit them are judged no longer
fit or worthy to live in it 5 and they are therefore cut off by
the fword of juftice. Judge then what would be the confe-
quenceswere all thofe reftraints entirely removed §

You may perceive from hence how great a bleffing go=
vernment is to mankind : it is the Inflitution of God ; the
remedy which his infinite goodnefs and wifdom have provi-
ded againft thofe evils, to which we muft otherwife be expo-
fed. For when he wills any end, he alfo wills the means that
are neceflary for the attainment of thatend. He created man

to
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to communicate happinefs to him ; and government is one of
the principal means which he appointed for fecuring it, and
averting the calamities that would defeat his benevolent defign.

To the Government or Legiflature of a State, it belongs
to make fuitable Laws. Thefe are the common ftandard or
rule, to which all, in their civil capacity, fhould conform.
‘The magiftrate thould enforce, the .fubje& obey them. All
fubje&s are intitled to equal juftice and protection from go-
vernment, unlefs forfeited by their crimes; all are therefore
interefted and bound to fupport government. It isacom-
mon concern, in which the welfare of every individual is in-
volved. For unlefs the magiftrate is obeyed and fupported
in the difcharge of his duty, he cannot afford that Prote&ion
and juftice to the {ubje€t which he ftandsin need of. The
Laws apply alike to all ; they would reftrain the moft power-
ful from opprefling the ‘weak and helplefs ; they would re-
drefs the injured, and diftribute juftice with an equal fcale.
It is therefore evident, that every member of the community
is deeply interefted in the obedience that is paid to the Laws;
each fhould not only obey them himfelf, but exert his influ-
ence that they may be obeyed by all ethers; fo that their
efficacy may univerfally prevail. For if the laws are viola-
ted or evaded, with impunity, their falutary effeéts are loft ;
.the community is injured, and each individual muft eventu-

ally fhare in the injury.

AND here, the neceflity of Religion for the fupport of go~
wernment, and obedience to the Laws, is apparent; by
‘whieh our religious and civil duties unite, and run in one
channel. Human laws, government and fociety, are imper-
fe&, as I hinted before, and cannot attain their end, without
the aid of Religion, It may not be improper briefly ;am{_— :

B l,‘p'lain
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plain the reafons ; as the fubje& is very interefting to fociety,
and nothing thould be omitted that may ferve to throw light
upon it, and ‘givcjuﬂ: ideas of it to people in general. I may
add, there are few points in which the notions of mankind re-
quire more 10 be re&ified. Many feparate Religion from Go-
vernment entirely, and iuppofe there is no connc&ton between
them. Hence, they conceive themfclves at liberty, for the
gratification of private ambition, and if they can by any means
form a party fufficiently ftrong, not only to obftruct the moft
falutary meafures for the public welfare, but to fubvert go-
vernment, and rife to eminence on its ruins; although at-
tended with the mifery and deftruction of thoufands!

HuMman laws can only take cognizance of outward ac-
tions. They reach not the heart or confcience, which are the
fource and {pring of our actions, and are known to God only.
By artifice and fraud, the laws may be evaded, notwithftand-
ing the magiftrate’s utmoft vigilance. Hereby individuals
are injured, the peace and order of fociety interrupted, and
the benefits expected from laws deftroyed. '

THERE are many duties effential to the welfare of fociety,
Whlch the laws of man cannot interfere with ; fuch as grati-
tude, hofpltahty, chanty, and many others ; wnhout which,
a ftate of {ociety would be miferable, and its diffolution en-
dangered. Thefe are commonly called duties of imperfet
obl)gatmn 5 not becaufe we are under no obligation to per-
form them, or that they are ufelefs to fociety ; for the reverfe
of both is unquei tionably true, and the negle&t of them would
be fatal to fociety: but bemufe human laws capnot reach
them—they proceed from a hxgher principle.

F@ALLY defeCtive are human laws with regard to re-
wazds and pumfhments, which are the hmges of all govern-

4 ’ ment §
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ment ; and which only.can give vigour and efficacy to laws.
For although government can punith thofe who openly vio-
late its laws ; it has no general reward for its fubjeés but
protetion—the fecurity of life, liberty, and property. Yet
the welfare and prefervation of fociety requires virtdes and
exertions in its feveral members, which are intitled to greater
rewards than mere proteftion; and as we muft look to a
higher principle than human laws for the exiftence, fo alfo.
for the reward, of thofe virtues, This defed, like others,
mult be {upplied from another fource.*

To thefe particulars may be added another of great mo-
ment, though feldom confidered. Whilft fociety. multiplies
the comforts of life, and holds out prote&ion to individuals ;
it alfo inflames the depraved appetites of mankind, and affords
opportunities for their gratification. Hence we find that
crimes increafe, both in number and enormity, in proportion
to the fize of cities and communities—indeed 1 might fay, in
a much greater proportion. Hence, a more powerful re~
ftraint on the adtions of men is required, than can be found

in human laws,

It would be eafy to enlarge on thefe heads, and place them
in a ftronger light. I juft hint at them to fhew, that from
the very nature of things, there are unavoidable defelts in
human laws and government—that a fuperior principle is
neceffary to {upply thofe defefts, and obtain the benefits
which they aim at: That principle is Religion. For it

« Emoluments arifing from offices in a ftate, are rewards for perfo-
nal fervices toindividuals ; and are confined to a very {mall number,
They are not therefore an exception te what is advanced above. The
well known maxim---that allegiance and protection are mutual---illuf-
trates this point. From the nature and original defign of Civil Go-
vernment, protetion is the only reward that it offers, or can confer,
in return for obedience to its lawsin the general mafs of fubjects.

B2 A affords
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affords a fufficient remedy in thefe, and all other cafes of the
kind, that can poflibly occur.*

REeLIGION teaches the exiftence of an infinitely holy, juft,
and righteous God, who is ever prefent, a conftant witnefs of
our thoughts and altions ; who prefides over, and governs,
the affairs of this world; who will finally call his ratienal
creatures to judgement ; and confign them to endlefs happi-
nefs or mifery, according to their conduét in this ftate of
probation. Religion alfo teaches that government is the or-
dinance of this Almighty Being ; the means which he hath
.appointed to promote the happinefs of mankind, and avertthe
cvils that would defeat his moft gracious defign. From thefe
momentous truths, human laws derive an energy ; govern-
ment, an authority ; and fociety, innumerable benefits, which
otherwife they could not poflibly have,

For in vain do men {trive to conceal their crimes from
the eyes of their fellow mortals—in vain do they attempt by
fraud to evade, or by violence to trample on the laws of their
country, and then hope to efcape punithment: All thefe
things are perfectly known to the Almighty ; who, even in
this life, frequently afferts his fovereignty, by arrefting wick-
ednefls in its courfe, and infli&ing punifhment on tranf-
greflors ; and who will afluredly bring every aion into
.judgement hereafter ; when cvery crime, whether fecret or
open, whether public or private, will receive a jult retribu-
tion. The meck virtues of humility, probity, mutual bene-
volence, and others fo effential to the welfare of fociety,
though they neither are, nor can be rewarded by fociety, Sfet
being injoined by Religion, are fure of 4 higher' reward than

* See this point copioufly handled, and wj - .
WARBURTON in his Alignce Izezfc,ueer;; (v:vlth great ability, by Bifhop

Digine Legatisn of Mofes. urch and State ; and in his

this.
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this earth can beflow. And to the feducing temptations
that would draw men into cnormous crimes, Religion op-
pofes the avenging terrors of Almighty God ; whofe honour,
juftice, and veracity are engaged not to let them go unpunifhed.

‘WERE it neceffary, I could adduce the fentiments of the
wifeft men in every age, who atteft the truth of what is here
advanced. I could alfo adduce not only the fentiments, but
the pralice of the molt celebrated Legiflators, who made
Religion the bafis of their civil Inftituticns ; and who were.
indebted to that circumftance for their fuccefs. But I pafs
them over as needlefs ; and fhall not pay fo ill a compliment
to yourunderftanding as to fuppofe that you require farther tef-
timonies to confirm your belief of truths that are fo evident.®

WE may then take it for an unfailing maxim, that Reli-
gion, the fear of God, is the fureft foundation of virtue ; the
beft fecurity for the re&itude of human actions: Thatitis the
beft fupport of Government ; of that honour and refpe&
-which we owe to the King, and others in authority ; and of
that obedience which is due to the Laws : On all which, the
welfare of Society entirely depends.

_* Although omitted in the text, it may not'be improper to add one
teftimony here on the fubject. 1t is that of C1cERr0,0ne of the great-
elt men that Rome, or any other State, ever produced. Speaking of
the Romans, and the caufes of their grandeur, he fays--¢« We neither
¢t exceeded the Spaniards in number,. nor did we excel the Gauls in
$¢ bodily ftrength, nor the Carthaginians in fubtility, nor the Greeks
““in liberal arts......But we unqueftionably excelled all people
¢ and nations in piety and attention to religion ; and in that point
¢ which can only be deemed true wifdom---a firm belief that all human
“¢ affairs are direfted by divine Providence.””  Orar. xxx. De Harufpi-
<um Refponfis. ‘To this principle, and to the care of Providence, he at-
tributes the erigin, increafe, and flability of the mighty empire of
Rome.  The Religion of Heathens was disfigured, itis true, by the
grolleft errors and idolatry ; but it taught the doétrines of a fuperin-
tending Providence, and future [tate of rewards and punifhments,
which anfwered the purpofes of Civil Society; nor did any regular
flate ever fublift without thofe doctrines.

WHEN
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Wiren I affert the neceflity of Religion for the welfare of
fociety and Government, you will do me the juftice to be-
lLieve, that I mean the pure, peaceable, and rational Religion
of Jesus CHRr1sT ; which requires holinefs and benevolence
in its proteffors, and ftrongly inculcates order and fubordi-
mation ; at the fame time that it teaches the knowledge of
the true God, a Providence, and future {tate of rewards and
punifthments. 1 do not mean the fallies of enthufia(m, the
reveries of a difordered head, or heated imagination. The
hiftory of mankind bears ample teftimony how turbulent
thefe are; how often they have difturbed the peace of fo-
ciety, and filled the world with war, bloodfhed, and defola-
tion. It therefore behoves the rational, confcientious Chrif-
tian and Loyal Subject to be on his guard againft thefe, as
well as againft the oppofite extreme of Infidelity and Athe-
ifm. For however ftrange it may appear, yet it is a cer-
tain fa&t, that thefe extremes, like many others, meet and
unite in producing the very fame effeds. 1 fhall give an

inftance of each.

In the feventh century, the difciples of Mahomet, a&nated
by the wildeft enthufiafm for that Impoftor, fallied out of
their parched and fandy deferts.  'With that fanguinary fpi-
rit, that impetuofity which fanaticifm ufually infpires, they
invaded their peaceable neighbours, and {pread ruin, defola-
tion, and defpotifm, over many extenfive countries ; tram-
pling on Chriftianity, and deftroying all the monuments of
learning, with every thing elfe that embellithes life, wher-
cver they came.*

It was referved for the eighteenth century, to fee the fame
fpirit of enthufiafm and conqueft attached to a levelling fyf=
tem of Atheifm. It was referved for the prefent century, I

* See OCKLEY’s Hiftory of the Saracens.

fay,
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fay, to fee this fingular phenomenon—a nation of Atheifts?
Atleaft a party of that defcription, fufficiently numerous and
ftrong to overturn the Religion and Civil Conftitution of
their country, and who have the prefumption to attempt the
fame in every other country. For after manifefting the moft
hoftile defigns againft every eftablithed government in the
world, and flaughtering thoufands of their fellow citizens—
among whom were many helplefs women, priefts, and chil-
dren—after the perpetration of thefe and other crimes, at
which human nature fhudders, they rufhed out, reeking
with civil blood, to invade their inoffending neighbours;
utterly regardlefs of thofe treaties, and that public faith, by
which nations are bound : Subverting 2l order and govern- ,
ment, to make way for their own deteftable fyftem ; whilft
oppreflion, flaughter, and defpotifm every where marked-their
progrefs! And to fill up the meafure of their wickednefs,
they have lately, with peculiar circumftances of inhumanity,
embrued their hands in the blood of their lawful Sovereign*
Taus

* Left the above pifture might be deemed too ftrongly coloured, I
ihall here fubjoin an account of the principles and proceedmgs of the
French Philofophic Reformers, drawn by the elégant pen of Lord
Avckianp, Ambalfador Extraordinary in Holland ; whofe amiable
‘charatter is well known to many in America---he (when Mr. Epew)
was one of the Commiffioners fent to New-York, in the year 1778, for
reftoring peace. The account is taken from an official paper, delivered
to the States General, January 23, 1793, ﬁgned with his name, and
girculated through Europe--¢ Four years,” fays his Lord(hip, ‘* have
“¢ not yet elapfed, fince fome mifguided men, (in France) qualifying
themfelves with the title of Philofophers, had the prefumption to
think themfelves capable of eftablithing a new fyﬁem of Civil So-
* ciety. Inorder to realize this dream of vamty, it was neceffary to
s¢ overthrow and deftroy all the received notions of fubordination,
morality, aad religion, which have hitherto been the bulwark, hap-
pinefs, and confolation of mankind. Their projeéts of deftruétion
have been but too fuccefsful; but the effe@ts of the new fyftem,
which they have endeavoured to introduce, have only tended to
« demonftrate the rafhnefsand i impiety of its authors. The events
¢ which have fo rapidly fucceeded, during this interval, furpafsin
eatrocity every one which has yet fullied the page of hiftory. Pro.
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THUS you fee that fanatici{m is not confined to the pro«
feflors of religion. Infidelity has alfo its enthufiafts and bi-
gots; and the enthufiafm of both is equally malignant to go-
vernment, and f{ubverfive of the peace and welfare of fo-
ciety.~—Little then do thofe imagine what mifchief they are
promoting, who countenance and encourage fanaticiim of
any kind ; who either by diffeminating bad principles, or by
their negle@ of religious duties, or evil example, diminith
the influence of true and rational Religion.  In reality, they
are unchaining the unruly appetites and affetions of men to
prey upon one anothér. For the human mind, when fet
foofe from the reftraints of {ober reafon, confcience, and re,
Yigion, ever has, and ever will break out into thofe deftruc-
tive extremes.

. 11. But I proceed to the fecond head of my difcourfe,
which was to point out the evils which perfons given to
change, bring on foéiety 5 with whom, therefore, we fhould
not meddle.

Rericion and Loyalty are founded on fteady, permanent
principl-és. The condué of fuch as are guided by thofe prin-
ciples, will always be fteady and uniform. The word of
God is the rule by which their fentiments are formed ; and
as that rule is ever confiftent and the fame, the fentiments
and prattice which are regulated by it, will partake of the

¢ perty, liberty, perfonal fafety, and even life itfelf, have been the
¢« fports of the unbridled fury of the paflions, of the {pirit of rapine,
<¢ of hatred, of the moft cruel and unnatural ambition. The annals
¢¢ of mankind do not afford an inftance where, in {o fhort a fpace of
¢¢ time, fo many crimes have been committed, fo many misfortunes oc.
s¢ cafioned, and fo many tears fhed.—Thefe horrors'now feem to have
¢¢ arrived at their highett pitch.”---Thus far his Lo‘rdﬂlip; and thefe
are the philofophic reformers who have rejeted the Bibleand its divine
Author ; and have chofen #oltaire, Rouffeau, Helvetius, D’ Alembert, &c,
&c. &c. for their inftruttors and Apoftles) The world fees the effeéts!

fame



[ 17 ]

fame chara&er. But ambition, felf-intereft, and humonr
are variable. They change with changing {cenes and cir-
cumftances ; and thofe who are guided and influenced by

them, will be given to change..

WHETHER it be owing to the inherent a@ivity of our
minds, or to inordinate felf-love, or to fomething in the ori-
ginal texture of our frame, or to fome other caufe, thereisa
certain reftleflnefs which feems to be annexed, i1t a greater or
lefs degree, to our nature. Unfatisfied with what we have,
we grafp at fomething which we have not, and perhaps can-
not attain ; and by regretsand uneafinefs on that account, are
apt to deftroy our tranquillity and peace of mind. To fub-
due this reftleffnefs and difcontent, to be refigned to the. will
of God, and thankful for his allotment in the ftate of life
where his providence hath placed us, isa duty impofed on’
us by Religion. It is a part of that difcipline to which we
are fubje&ed by the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift ; and, like every
other duty which he enjoins, it is highly conducive to our
happinefs.

CEerTAIN it is, however, that fome perfons are naturally of

a more reftlefs and turbulent caft than others, They are
fond of innovation and change, for the fake of innovation.
The calm thade of peace and quiet pleafes them not ; their
delight is in a ftorm. Now, if fuch a difpofition be cherith-
ed, inftead of being checked ; if inftead of being reftrained
by good principles, it is inflamed by thofe of an oppofite
kind ;and éfpecially, if it is pufhed forward by an intercourfe
with unprincipled men who are given to change; it then
becomes a prolific fource, not only ef perfonal difquietude,
which embitters private life ; but alfo of'popular difcontents,
C which,
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which, in every age, have thrown ftates and governments into
violent convulfions.

TrerE have been times, unqueftionably, when changes in
Relizion and Government were peceflary. Qur own hif-
tory furnithes feveral inftances. 'When fucceflive ages of ig-
norance and barbarity had debafed Chriftianity with error,
and disfigured it with fuperftition, a reformation of thofe er-
rors became expedient. When thofe who were given to
change, in the laft century, had fubverted our Monarchy and
Conﬁitution, the Reftoration of them was a matter both of
duty and neceflity. But, blefled be God, thofe times are now:
paft.  We enjoy the benefits refulting from thofe changes
we fhould be thankful to heaven for them ; and lock back
with reverence to the fortitude and virtues of our anceflors,
who were inftruments, in the hand of Providence, of con-
ferring thofe fignal bleflings upon us. For we live in a period,
when the Religion of Jefus Chrift is profeﬂ'ed, and taught
in its native purity, as contained in-holy Scripture, Welive
under the beft of Civil Conftitutions; where we enjoy as
much Liberty as is confiftent with a ftate of Civil Society ;
and where that Liberty, with the prote&ion of life and pro-
‘Perty, have all the fecurity that human wifdom can give them,

In thefe circumftances, to think the bufinefs of changing
fhould ftill go on, and never ftop, muft furely proceed from
that {pirit of innovation, againft which we are cautioned in
my text, or from fomething worfe. We are exprefsly com-
manded not to meddle with them that are auated by that
fpirit. ' We are not to enter into their couniels, nor coun-
tenance their proceedings. For doing either of thefe, would
be contrary to the duty which we owe to God and the King
~—10 the peace and welfare of fociety.,

Bur
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Bur thofe who are given to change, are feldom at a lofs
for fpecious pretexts to glofs over innovations in Religion
and Government, and to gain the populace on their fide.

In Religion, a mighty zeal for truth, for great purity,
and other good purpofes, is difplayed ; and it is obfervable,
that this zeal generally rifes in proportion as the peculiar
tenets of the innovators deviate from fcripture and common
fenfe'; zeal being the fubftitute to make up the deficiency.
Claims are often made to extraordinary revelations, to higher
degrees of grace, and divine illuminatien ; and this at the
very time that the regular inftitutions of Chriftianity are
difregarded—perhaps trampled on. Bitter inve&ives are
thrown’out againit others—againit their perfons, their princi-
ples, and imode of worfhip ; as if all who did not think with
the innovating leaders, were in the direét way to perdition.
A rigid, external fanity is aflumed, and a glowing ardour
to make profelytes is exerted ; fo that fea and land will be
compaffed for the purpofe.

TresE devices have been ufually pra&ifed by fuch asare
given to change in religious matters; ‘The lift of thofe who
have difturbed the peace of the Chriftian Church at different
periods, is very long ; and there is fcarcely one of them who
has not fallen upon the pra&ices I have now mentioned.
"They have had a wonderful effet on the ignorant and unde-
figning ; indeed on all who look no deeper than the furface
of things. But the caufe of Chriftianity has ever {uffered,
and has been greatly injured by fuch proceedings.

Fogr they promote ftrife, divifion, and contention, and
alienate the hearts of Chriftians from each other. They
engender pride, envy, ill-will, mutual contempt and
hatred ; all which are as oppofite to the mild and loving

' C2 fpirit
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fpirit of the Gofpel, as midnight darknefs is to the glare of -

noon-day.

Nor is this 2ll. “When the effufions of ignorance and a
diftempered imagination are impiouily ‘attributed to the Spirit
of God ; when under this mafk, many and crying irregulari.
ties are cofnmittéd, and divifions without end are multiplied:
it brings great reproach and fcandal on Chriftianity, The
minds of many, who are not drawn into the vortex of enthus+
fiafm, will be unfettled, and fet aflpat. The lukewarmnefs
of fome will be increafed, and their indifference to all
Religion {trengthened, feeing fuch diforders fan&ioned by ‘
that venerable name.  Thofe who wifh to get rid of the re-
ftraints of Religion,and to indulge their lufts without any con~!
troul, will'be inclined to think thatall religion is nothing but-
enthufiafm and mere farce. For the expériehce of our own
nation, and of others, hasuniformly proved,'that frequent
innovations and divifions in Religion have led to Infidelity ;
and never failed to produce Infidels and. Atheifts.*

From hence you may perceive how wife and prudent it
is, not to meddie with them that are thus givén to change in
matters of Religion - A well-poifed judgement, informed by
the word of God, will ’gui’de us in the middle way between ’
both extremes—that of difguiting fanatieifin, on the ‘one

* This was the cafe in the time of Cromwell’s vfurpation, when en-
thufatm had full fope, and furious fectaries were thruggling for fupes
riovity.  Mr. Bdwards, in his Gangrena, fets,down the herelies that
were then broached—their nuraber andgroffnefs are aftonifhing. Bi:
fhop Burnet informs us—¢ that many of the Republicans began to pro=

~«¢ {eis Deifm; and almoft all of them were for deftroyingall Cleigy-
¢t men, for breaking every thing that looked like the union of a fm-
s tional Church. They were tor pulling down the Churches,” &c. -
s« Cromwell was obliged—¢ to fet the Fifth Monarchy Men and En-
¢¢ thufiafts againft fuchas pretended tolittle or no religion, viz, Sianéy,
e« Nevill, Harrington, &c.”” See the Swnmary of Affairs before the Ref-
soration, prefixed 1o-the Hiffory of bis oswn Times.
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kand ; and the no lefs difgufling and p¢rnicious extreme of
lukewarmnefs and infidelity, on the other. Such ajudgement
will alfo lead us to confider eternal falvation as the moft mo-
mentous concern of man ; and to purfue it with a diligent
and fteady earneftnefs proportioned to its importance.

- ‘TroSE who are given to change in’ affairs of Govern.
nent, have alfo their ways and means of proceeding, no lefs
exceptionable than the former. A redrefs of grievances is
generally held out; and every thihg is a grievance which
they happen to diflike. No Government is, or can be,
without its inconveniencies and burdens. Thefe thouid cer~
tainly be removed or lightened as far as prudence and the
ftate of things will admit; and by thofe who are velted with
due authority for the purpofe. But thefe inconveniencies are
aggravated far beyond the truth, by turbulent innovators
and the charaéter, as well as proceedings of all in authority,
are mifreprefented and blackened. |

PaTriorisM, Liberty, and the publvic Welfare—thole
abufed words—fo often ufed on thefe occafions, and fo little
underftood—{o frequently pretended, and {o feldom purfued
or praltifed—are made the pretexts for meafures that direétly
tend to deftroy them. Clubs perhaps are formed, to concert

~ the propereft modes for fuccefs. Inflammatory publications
are circulated ; grofs falfhoods are invented and diffeminated,
to excite jealoufy and difcontent, poifon the minds of people,
and expofe them to fedition.

- TrESE and other artifices, fuggefted by faltion, are em-
ployed to difturb fociety, and carry on the-bufinefs of inno-
vation. FHereby multitudes are worked up to a degree of
enthufiafim, not lefs than is fometimes {een in matters of Re-
~ligion ; whillt the leaders are only gratifying a turbulent
1 ) . temper,
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temper; and aiming at their own intereft. And it frequently
happens, that the innovators, in both cafes, fecretly laugh at
thofe who are the dupes of their artifices:

THuE calamities that have been brought on States and
Nations by thofe means are innumerable. Hiftory records the
defolation, mifery, and ruin of the moft powerful empires,
whofe liberties; conftitution, and interefts have been facri-.
ficed by the deluded people, to aggrandize, and gratify the
ambition of their falious leaders. The very fame effects
would flow from the fame caufes at this day; and therefore
you muft be fenfible of the wifdom of the prohibition in my
text—not to meddle with them that are given to change.*

ITI. I come now, in the laft place, to make fome pradtical
refleCtions and obfervations on this fubje&.,
. Ir

* Some, perhaps, may be difpleafed that I dwell fo much on the
effects of infidelity, fedition, and enthufiafin. But I befeech them to
reflect, whether the fucts adduced above, or alluded to, are not true?
And to thofe many more might be added. Should any; therefore,
be difpleafed with me, or count me their enemny; becaufe I tell them
the truth? Were a perfon infefted with the plague to come among us,
who would not think it right to take every precaution that might
prevent the infeftion from fpreading? And is it not right to ftate,
in order to prevent the effetts of infidelity, fedition, and enthufiafm,
which are as ruinous to fociety as any plague 6r peftilence? That
they are fo, we have the cleareft evidence of reafon; and the ex-
perience of paft ages. Can a more’ frightful picture of human
depravity, let loofe by infidel principles, be imagined, than is at this
day exhibited by France? Where a nation, lately deemed one of
the moft civilized and polithed in Europe, has been herehy fud-
denly transformed into a race of fanguinary barbarians and
truffians! And are there not fome {o loft to all principles, to all fenfe
of duty and humanity, as to with the fame feenes may be acted on the
theatre of the Britith empire? Can we therefore be too much on
our guard? And as to enthufiaim, be it remembered, that very
lately three perfons pflve Peen driven to aftnal madnefs, to the moit
deplorable ftate of infanity, and become miniac, in the convehticles

“at Halifax. A tranfa&ion {1l mere fhocking, if pofiible, and which

dzcency forbids me to fet down, has, within o fév fnonths, taken

place
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1. IT appears then that the firft and greateft duty of man
is what he owes to his Maker. To fear God and obey him
is the trueft wifdom, The benefits of ferving our Creator
faithfully extend to every ftate and condition, in which we
are, or can be placed‘; they extend to every period of our
exiftence, The happinefs of individuals here, the welfare
of fociety, and our falvation through eternity, are all fuf] pend-
ed on the attention we pay to his fervice.

Tai1s thews how careful we fthould be to difcharge our
duty to God with punétual and fcrupulousexa&nefs. Nothing
fhould ever be permitted to interfere with that duty. To
negle& it, or prefer any other before it, would be inconfiftent
with the nature of things; with the relation in which we
ftand to the Almighty, and with the obligations we are under.
It would therefore be irrational and unwife, as well as
impious.

AND this holds equally true, whether we confider our-
felves feparately, as individuals ; or colle&ively, as united in -
fociety. Religion is the fureft, firmeft fupport of fociety and
government. Without it, they cannot exift. There never
was a founder maxim of policy than that of Solomon—¢¢ That
¢ righteoufnefs exalteth a nation ; but {in isa reproach to
¢¢ any people.”* The regular, devout, and confcientious

: practice of religion engages the Almighty’s proteétion, and

place among fome enthufiafts in the Province of New-Brunfwick,
That the friends of infidelity, fedition, and enthufiafm, thould be
difpleafed to fee their principles and proceedings expofed, may be
eafily conceived ; but it is impoffible that any rational, confcientious,
Chriftian and loyal fubjeét can be thereby offended. We may, and
indeed ought to lament and pity all who are under any delufion; but
duty to God, to the King, and to Society, calls on us loudly to
prevent, as far as we are able, the baneful effets of delufion.
~ * Prov. Xiv. 34, '

draws
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draws down his blefling upon a people; whilft it difpofes in-
dividuals to reverence legal authority, as the ordinance of
‘God ; to pay refpe& and obedience to the laws; to love
and promote peace and order, and to difcharge every other
focial duty. For they are confcious that {o is the will of
God ; and that he is the avenger of all who tranfgrefs his
wille

IxpEED the inward.ftate and movements of the heart cax
only be known to God ; and to him only are men accounta.
ble for them. Not {o the external and focial parts of reli-
gion, With them the general influence of religion is con-
‘neled. Such for inftance, among others are—attendance on
God’s public wor/bip, -and obfervation of the Lord’s Day.
Thele are -enjoined by divine and human laws ; the negle&t
of them is cognizable by the latter, becaufe that negle&
would be very injurious to {ociety.

A good citizen and member of fociety will therefore be
punctual in the obfervation of thofe duties, not only in obe-
dience to divine and human authority ; but alfo becaufe his
example will have very interefting effets on others—io
ftrengthen or deftroy the influence of religion. He will
cautioufly avoid a breach of divine and human laws, Whic'h‘
has. a direct tendency to haften that fatal crifis—a crifis which
has ever been dreaded by the wifeft men, as the certain fore.

runner of public ruin—when Religion has loft its hold on
the minds of the people,

For I befeech you to refle@—what but ruin could. enfue
in fuch a cafe ? When the depraved appetites of men are fet

Ioofe from all the reftraints which divine and human wifdom
has placed round them, muft not diforder,

and the perpetration
of every crime be the confequence ?

? ouppo‘ﬁng fuch a cha-

ra8er
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rafter as is mentioned by the Plalmift, to exift among us< .
¢ A fool who hath faid in his heart, there is no God.”*
What tie'can you have on fuch a perfon? What fecurity. for
the re&titude of his conduc >— An oath is the {trongeft bond
of fociety. Itisa folemn appeal to God for the truth of
what we declare ; and for our fincerity in‘what we promife.-
But what force or eflicacy can fuch an appeal have witha
perfon who thinks there is no God?

THE experiment has been lately made—and, blefled be-
God, not at our expence—the experiment, 1 fay, has been
a&tually made, what effets are produced by atheiftic princi-
ples, when they affume the reins of Government, di&tate
public meafures, and are diffufed among the mafs of the
people. We fee, and fhudder at thofe effe@s. Hiftory in-
deed, in its extenfive range, prefents us with a folitary, fpe-
culative atheift here and there, who was a difgrace to our
common nature. ‘'The number however was fo fmall, that
no material injury was done to fociety ; efpecially as the
popular belief was always againft them, and they were uni-
verfally detefted.t But France has proved by prattice,
what was before demonfirable in theory, that Atheilm, when
it infeéts the mafs of people, and influences public councils,
is totally fubverfive of fociety, of human happinefs, and all
the comforts of life. And with fuch an example before us,
- for any one to defire a repetition of the experiment, would
be juft as wife and rational as 1o fling a man down a preci-
pice, or difcharge a loaded cannon at him, by way of experi-

* Pfalm lifi. 1.
4+ When Diagoras, the Atheift, fled from Athens to'avoid a trial
»n account of his principles, the Athenians offered a talent, about
193l. 15s. fterling, to any one that would kill him. The chargc ot
Atheifim againft Socrates, though falfe, was the caufe of his bemg put
to death. -
D ' menty
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thent, and to try whether either would kill him ; although
we are already apprized of the certain confequences.

But although I truft, and firmly believe, that thofe im-
pious principles are not prevalent among s, nor any defire
to try fo dreadful an experiment ; yet it may not: he impro-
per to remind you, that there is fuch a thing as practical athe-
z'fm; when by our a&ions we deny, or difregard the autho-
rity ‘of God, in whom we profefs to belicve. Even this will
have very pernicious effects on {uciety 5 and the effc&s will,

, be more general and aggravated, as the religious principle is
weak, and this pra&ical atheifin prevails. T’he imputation,
and guilt of being Chriftians without Chriﬂianity, fhould
therefore be cautioully avoided.  We thould really fear God,
fo a3 not to offend him ; and be mindful of him' in every part
of our conduct.  We thould confider ourfelves asever in his
prefence ; and confcientioufly endeayour to exprefs the native
purity of our holy faith in our daily converfations and ations.

2. I would in the next place obferve, that there is a clofe
‘conne&mn between that duty which we owe to God and
the duty. we owe to the»«ng, \z_m‘d to others'in authority un-
der him,  So intimate is this conne&ion, that they can
fcarcely be feparated. Whoever is fincerely religious to-
wards God from principle and copfcience, will alfo, froff
principle and confcience, be loyal to hisearthly govcreign,
obedient to the laws, and faithful to the government Whlch
God hath placed over him.

It 1s 6éur peculiar fﬂ']icity that love,. ¢ ratitudé, and efteem
unite ‘with Religion in attaching us to the : ‘King ;- and that
every ‘confideration of our own welfare, and that of our bre-
thren, ferves to confirm our attachment to the excellent Ci-
vil Conftitution under which we live.

We
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We fhould deem it a fingular mercy, that fo amiable 2
Soverelgn fills the throne in thefe turbulent times ; when,
the bands of fociety are Yorn afunder in fo many places, and
the miferies of mankind are thereby multiplied: and that
his counfels are dire&ed by men eminent for wifdom,
uprightnefs, and the ‘moft fliining abilities; when the
talents of others, fadly mifapplied, are exerted in behalf of
meafures-that would be deftru@tive. Few people were ever
blefled with {fuch a Prince; and his fubje&s feem to be fen-
fible of it. ‘The univerfal gloom that over{pread them, and
the deep forrow they difcovered not long fince, when his life
was in danger ; clearly proved that he reigned in their hearts;

" and how yal;}abjle his life was in their eftimation.

How could it be otherwife 2 To promote the happinefs
and profperity of his {fubjetts has been the uniform objeét of
his reign; and greatly have they been promoted and in-’
creafed. Inftead of abridging, he is rather inclined toenlarge
their privileges, where praticable; and to confirm them by
every poflible fecurity. The eminent virtues that adorn
him, command refpe& and efteem. His piety and benevo-
lence ; his temperance, chaftity, and domeftic virtues; his
devout attention to the duties of Religion, with which neither
buﬁncfsl‘ nor ple_z,fure' is permitted to interfere: thefe exhibit
a moft edifyingb example for. his /{'ubjc&s to imitate; and
they are the admiration of ma’nkind.‘

1 mention thefe particulars for no other reafon than to
thew—how thankful we thould be to God for fuch a King
—what reafon we haye to love and obey him—and how
inexcufable thofe are, if there be any fuch, who might be
difpofed to change, or revolt from him.

Or the Britith Conftitution it may be afirmed,—that it is
the beft calculated to procure polmcal hp[‘pm..fs, of any that
D2 was
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was ever framed by human wifdom. Indeed we might be
deemed partial to our Civil Conftitution, and tog much pre-
_judiced in its favour, to form a juft cltimate of-its value,
were it not that foreigners---and thofe the moft enllghtened
and beft qualified to decide on the point, who could be under
no other biafs than that oftruth——have fpoken of it as hwhly
as any Britith {ubje&.* They faw, and acanWledged the
fuperior advantéoes it poffeffed above any ancient or modern
form of gevernment.---Its fpirit is mild and generous. It
guards, as far as human wifdom ¢an, againft every fpeciesof
opprefﬁon and wrong ; it affords equal juftice and redrefs to
all ; no one is too powerful to be above the controul of i its
laws, nor too low or mean to be out of their proreé’uon ;
it eﬁe&ually fecures the fubje’s life and property ; with the
ampleft liberty, both civil and religious, thatis conflftent
“with the focial ftate, and under no other reﬂramt, than what
the welfare of focicty indifpenfably requires.

To refift innovations in fuch 2 Caonftitution, is an evident’
duty. For if any are difcontented under it ; if they are reft-
lefs and given to change, the caufe muft be fought in their
own bofom, and not in the Conftitution. Inftead of its
bending to them, and changing to fuit their interefted or
wanton purpofes ; they ought in reafon and.confcicnce to
conform 1o 1t, and live peaceably under it.

3. Lastry. From the prefent afpe& and ftatc of pub]u.
affairs in Europe, it is probable that we thall foon be at war
with a nation which hasbeen long the rival of our profperity
and power ; and which has often interrupted our peace, and
that of Chriftendom. War is certainly a very great cala-
r{uty,' and to be avoided, if poffible. But there-are times and

-See particularly MONTESQUIEY’s Spirit of Laaws, and DeLoLme
on the Englifb Conflirution.

occafiong
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occafions when war may be neceffary to avert even greater
calamities. It may be neceflary, not only to procure peace,
and fupport our public charater; but alio to fecure our
Rehclon, Rwhts, and beemes from deﬁru&mp.

I was the wifh of an eminent writer, about the middle of
this century, that as we were then at war with the power, we
might alfo 'be at war with the manners, of France,* Atheifm,
it feems, foftered by the chara&eriftic levity of that nation,v

made confiderable advances at this period.  But the monfter,
which then fkulked only in fecret, has fince thrown off all
difguife, and npw ftalks forth into open day. It is therefore
to be wifthed, much more now than ever, that we may always
be at variance with the manfiers-and principles of France,
whilft they continue what they are. And fhould we be in-
volved in the war alluded to,t we can reflet---that itis a
war, not of choice, but of neceflity ; not of ambition, for the
¢xtenfion of commerce or territory, but to preferve our moft
holy Religion, the beft gift of heaven, and our Civil Confti-
tution, the greate[} of earthly bleffings, from a total fubver-
fion by the enemies of Chriftianity, order, and fubordination.
And we can farther refle&, that this war will be with a peo-
ple who have already declared war againft every thing held
moﬂ: facred and eftimable by man.

A levelling fyflem of Atheifm carries within itfelf the
certam feeds and pnnc:ples of its own deftru&ion. Yet,
whether it may pleafe God, in his wifdom and juitice, to cut
fhort in its career fuch a fyftem, or to permat its conti-
nuance a certain time, either for the pum{hm(,nt of guilty
nations, or for other purpofes of his providence, is not known

* Dr. YOUNG ; preface 1o Night the Secventh, of bis Night Thoughts.

+ Since this Sermon was preached, War has taken place between
England and France.
D to
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to any mortal, It therefore behoves us at this eventfyj
.Beriod, to prepare for whatever may await us.%

W fhould in this, as in all cafes of difficulty and danger,)
apply to the great Ruler of the Univerfe, and Arbiter-of
ﬁations. We thould turn to him with unfeigned repentance
:_ind ainendment; earneftly befeeching him that he would
pardon, prbteﬁ and fpare us; not dealing with us accor_ding
to our iniquities 3 but@ccordipgto the riches of his mercy in

~* Tt was the canjeCturg of Sir Isaac NewTow, (no lefs celebrated
for his accurate inveftigation of the prophecies of Scripture, than for
his profound knowledge in’ found philofophy) that the overbearing.
power of Popery, which had fo long enflaved theé Ciriftian world,
muft be broken by the p}evalence of Infidelity for fome time, before
that glorious ftate of the Gofpel which we are taught to expé&, when
righteoufne(s and truth thall overfpread the earth, and ¢ the King-
s doms of this world fhall become the kingdoms of the Lord and
¢ his Chrift,” can arife. See WaisTon’s Effay on the Revelations,
P-321. 2d Edit. 1744, ’ o

Time only inits filent lapfe can fully unfold the divine prophecies,
and wheneyer we attempt to explain or apply them, it fhould be done
with the utmoft reverence and caution. It would really feem as it
the affairs of Europe, nnder the guidance of a fleady Providence,
were going on gradually to fome fuch great event as is mentioned
above. 1tis devoutly to be wifhed, that not only the Church of
Rome, but all other Churches in Chriftendom, may finally profit by
the horrid feenes now exhibited by the enemies of Chriftianity,
‘Were the atheiftic fyflem of Trance to prevail, there cz_pi be little
doubt that the Age of Baryrs would be renewed. ~ Great numbers
of the French Clergy have already been maffacred. Some thoufands
of them have fled from the afTaffin’s poinard, and taken fanttuary in
¥ngland, and other parts of the Britith dominions, where they are
hofpitably received and fupported. It appears that their adherence
to Chriftianity, is the principal caufe of this perfecution, and not
their Loyalty only; and that no Heathen perfecution of Chriftians,
in the ancient Church, was more cruel or unielenting. “The effefls
attending {o long a continuance of this impious {yftem are deplorable,
and much to be lamented. Yet one benefit ayifes from it—the
character and defigns of thofe atheiftic levellers, with the pernicious
tendency of their principles, which otherwife might be problematic

with fome, are now fully developed and afcertained to the conviction
-of all mankind, LT -

Jesus
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Jesus CHR'IS‘T, who died for us, and redeetned us, whilft wa
were yet dead in trefpaffes and fins.* It is thus that we
may expeét his blefling ; and a renewal of thofe mercies and
deliverances that he hath fo often gfanted to our Church and
Nation. From the afpiring, ambitions power of France,
inftigated by religious bigotry, he hath frequently delivered
them : From the fame ambitious and afpiring power, now
goaded on by the vengeful fpirit and rage of frantic, levelling
Atheifm, I truft in his mercy, he will again deliver them.

Few wifhes are nearer my heart, than to fe¢ this country
profper ; and as there are in this audience feveral refpetable
perfons from various diftri&ts of the province, permit me to
fuggeft how necellary it is for all, in their refpetive diftri&s,
to exert themfelves in promoting the fear of God, and the
King ; that is, true, rational Religion and Loyalty. Nor thould
their endeavours be omitted to promote “harmony, brotherly

.love, and unanimity difcouraging all falfhoods that would
excite jealoufy, difcontent, or fedition ;’ and repelling every
dtteinpt of thofe who are given to change. 7

AMonGg the various benefits which call for our gratitude
to heaven, one is, that our lot is caft in a moft healthy and
fertile land, poflefled of as many natural advantages as any
colony or province on this continent---a land, where nothing
is wanted to make it flourithing and profperous, but that in-
duftry, and thofe fober, frugal, upright manners, which are
effential to the welfare of all countries and communities.
Its improvements and profperity are indeed rapidly advan-
cing ; nor can there be a doubt that their progrefs will be
accelerated by the vigilance, aéivity, and well-direted ex-
crtions of Him who now prefides over it ; as well as by the

* Ephef, 1. 1,
prudent
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prudent and vigorous meafures of the whole Legiflature.
The hght of ufeful Science has dawned upon it from thofe
excellent Seminarjes that have -been effabhfhed * a brighter
day is faft approachmg ; and a noontide fplendor, with its
attendant bencfits, - cannot be far diftant.---'Thefe thmgs
fhould be made known ; as it may animate our brethrc_n and
fellow fubjé&s to eatneft and perfevering efforts in fo good

a caufe:

LeT usall heartily unite in the fame caufe; faithfuily dif-
charging the duties of our refpeCtive ftations. Let us fer-
vently pray, and ufe our beft endeavours, that peace and hap-
pinefs, truth andJufhce, Religion and Loyalty, may be efta-
blifhed, and fioyrith among us.

© Mav our prayers be heard, and our endeavours for thefe
defirable purpofes be crowned with fuccefs. Grant this,
moft merciful Father, for the fake of thy blefled Son, Jefus
Chrift ; to whom, with Thee, and the Hoiy Ghott, three
perfohs, but ONE ETERNAL GOD, be afcribed, as is moft
jultly due, all pralfe, might, majefty, and dominion, both
now and evermore. AMEN.,

* At Wind{or and Halifax.

FINTIS,






