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"'hen stationed at Quebec from 1849 till 
1854, I gladly availed myself of so favorable 
an opportunity of obtaining such information 
as the locality and tradition might afford, be­
sides what History has recorded, relative to 
the memorable event with which the PLAIl\"S 
OF ABRAHAl\'I are associated: and the accom­
plishment of that agreeable task was much 
facilitated by my having had the happiness 
of becoming intimately acquainted with the 
venerable Monseigneur Turgeon, Archbishop 
of Quebec, and with several of his principal 
Clergy; more particularly in regard to my 
enquiries concerning the origin of the name 
of those famous PLAINs-a subject hitherto 
involved in obscurity. 

And as it seemed to me that the reasons 
which finally impelled MONTCALM to stake on 

a 
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the issue of a single battle the fate of the 
vast territory with the defence of which he 
was entrusted, have either been imperfectly 
understood or not duly appreciated, I felt 
that to endeavour to render justice to that 
noble-hearted Soldier would be a pleasing 
duty, not less in keeping with the sentiments 
which have, of late years, prompted the erec­
tion of public monuments to his memory on 
the scene of his last heroic efforts, than with 
the spirit of the ausvicious alliance which, to­
wards the close (1853-54) of the period above 
alluded to, began to exist between France and 
England. 

In addition to the grateful acknowledge­
ments made in the following NOTES for infor­
mation derived from 1\lr. G. B. Faribault, 
and other kino friends at Quebec, I beg to 
express my thanks to that gentleman for one 
of the accompanying portraits of l\fONTCALl\l ; 

which is copied from an old and rare en­
g-raving-dedicated "to his SOli, .Alc~jo1" in 
"the Royal RI'giIlH'Jlt of J\Tunnlll1dy," and 
('orreetly taken from an original miniature 
now in possession of the Marquis de St. 
~Iaur-a nephew of the present Marquis de 
.Montcalm. 

For the other likeness-representing the 
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hero whell more adnuwpd in yeal's-l am in­
debted to the Ladies of the Ursuline Convent 
at Queht'e; 011(' of WhOIll, by permission C1f 
the .\.rehhishop, kindly copied for me a por­
trait belonging to them: the original of which 
h said to have been painted while l\IO~TCALl\l 
\\"a~ in Canada; and, eonsequently, within 
font' p'ars of his death, 

R. S. BEATSON, 
Lt. Colonel, RO./jul Engineers. 

Gibraltar, May, 1858. 





PLAINS OF ABRAHAM. 

Among modern battle-fields, nonc surpass 111 

romantic interest the PLAINS OR HEIGHTS OF 

AB RAH.A.:'!!. 

The youth, the genius, the heroism of W OUE; his 
studious habits, cultivated mind, and refined taste; 
his delicate frame-animated and sustained by the 
loftiest courage, the purest patriotism, and the most 
ardent love of glory; the consummate sagacity with 
which-after months of indefatigable but unsuc­
cessful effort-he at length baffled his experienced 
and vigilant antagonist; the skill and order with 
which, during the obscurity of night, his troops on 
the southern bank of the St. Lawrenre were re-em­
barl{ed and transported without loss across that broad 
and rapid river; his daring ascent of the nearly 
precipitous heights which rise to an elevation of 
more than 200 feet above its northern shore; and on 
the summit of which, as he well knew, 110 alternative 
but victory or irretrievable defeat awaited him; 
the calm resolution with which, while severely 
galled by the enemy's fire, he patiently reserved his 
own until the hostile lines were within 40 paces 
of each other; his noble fortitude in continuing to 
charge at the head of his favourite Grenadiers after 
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having received two severe wounds; the gloriolls 
death which-in the moment of victory and con­
quest -terminated, at the early age of thirty-three, 
a life of so much distinction and promise; these, 
and the 1I0t less glorious fall of his renowned rival, 
MO:-iTCADI, are circumstances which, independently 
Hf the important results of that victory, must 
impart throughout all time a peculiar interest to the 
field of their fame. 

Yet, notwithstanding the world-wide celebrity of 
these PI.AI"S, it was not until very recently that the 
derivation of their name was discovered; and, as it 
is still r:olllparatively unknown, even in Canada, the 
following explanation of its origin will, doubtless, 
posses'> attractions for such as are fond of tracing to 
their sourl'es the names of (~elebrated localities; and 
who may be surprised to learn that, upwards of 
a ('entury previous til the final conquest of Canada 
by Briti~!1 arms, the scene of the decisive struggle 
for national supremacy in the northern division of 
the New World had derived its name from one who, 
if not a Scotchman by birth, would seem to have 
been at least of Scottish lineage. 

Thi!' apparently improbable fact will, however, 
appear less extraordinary when it is known that he 
was a seafaring man; and when it is consider'ed how 
close was the alliance and how frequent the inter­
eourse which, for centuries before that period, had 
subsisted between Frallt'e and Scotland. 

This individual, whose Harne was ABRAHAM 
l\IARTIN, is described in a small legal document, 
d'l.tetl 15th August, 1646, and oreserved among the 
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archives of the Archbishop's Palace at Qucbec­
with a perusal of which I have, through his lord­
ship's kindness, been favored-as (the King's) 
Pilot of the St. Lawrenre: an appointment which 
probably conferred on its possessor considerable 
official rank; for we find that Jacques QuarticI', or 
Cartiel', the enterprising discoverer and explorer 
of the St. Lawrence, when about to proceed, in 
1540, on his third voyage to Canada, was appointed 
by Francis I. Captain-General and Master-Pilot of 
the expedition, which con!;isted of five vessels. 

That l\IARTIN was a person of considerable impor­
tance in the then infant colony of New France may 
also be inferred from the faet that, in the journal of 
the Jesuits and in the parish registers of Quebec, 
he is usually designated by his Christian name only, 
-Maislre ABRAHAl\1; as well as from the circum­
stance of Champlain, the distinguished fnunder of 
Quebec and the Father of New France, having been 
godfather to one of ABRAHAl\1'S daughters (Helene), 
and of Charles de St. Etienne, Sieur de la Tour-of 
Aoadian celebrity-having stood in the samc relation 
to MARTIN'S youngest son, Charles Amador. 

The earliest mention of MARTIN'S name occurs in 
the vm'y fir8t entry in the parish register of Quebec; 
viz., on the 24th of October, 1621: when his son 
Eustache, who died shortly aftenvards, was baptized 
by Father Denis, a Franciscan (Rccollet) Friar. 
The second baptism therein recorded is that of his 
daughter Marguerite, whieh took place in 1624: 
and it is stated in the register that the!'c ehildren 
were born of the legitimate marriage of ABRAHAM 
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MARTI~-surnamed, or usually known as, tlte SC()t 

(" dict l' Escossais ")-and Marie Langlois. 
Their family was numerous: besides Anne and 

other children born previously to the opening of the 
register in 1621, the baptisms of the following are 
therein recorded; viz. :-

l r 
Marguerite, I I 
Helene, 

Marie, l boinrn )1 
Adrien, ( 

Madeleine, I 'I 
Barbe (Bal'bara), and 

Eustache, 

Charles Amador, j l 

]621 
1624 
1627 
1635 
1638 
1640 
1643 
1648 

who was the second Canadian raised to the priest­
hood; and became a Canon at the erection of the 
Chapter of Quebec. 

To the kindness of my friend, the Rev. J. B. A. 
Ferland, one of the chaplains to his lordship the 
Archbishop of Quebec, I am indebted for the following 
extract from very interesting "~Y()te~" (since pub­
lished in one of the French journals of that city) 
" Sur les Regitres de ~Votrc·Ddme de Quebec :"-

" II est it remarquer ql1'au moment oti I'on com­
" menc;ait it tenir les rcgitres de Quebec, Ie premier 
"Otablissement Europecn venait d'~tre fonde dans 
" la Nouvelle-Angleterre: Ie 31 Decembre, 1620, 
"cellX que nos voisins nomment 'lite pilgrim 
" lathers' (peres pclerills) celebrerent la prise de 
" possession du pays, dans la premiere maison qui 
" ait ete clevee it Plymouth. 

" Depuis Ie 24 Octobre, 1621-date de l'ouverture 
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" des regitres de Qucbec-jusf)u'en 1629, it n'y eut 
" dans la colonie Frmu;aise que six baptemes et deux 
"mariages, parmi les Europeens. Le premier 
"mariage, fait Ie ler. Aout, 1621, fut celui de 
" Guillaume Couillard et de Guillemette Hebert: 
" dont la nombreuse famille s'est etendue dans tout 
"Ie district de Quebec; et plus particulierement 
" dans la cOte du Sud, au·dessous de la Pointe-Levi. 

"Deux mois et demi auparavallt-savoir Ie I ~ Mai 
" -avait eu lieu Ie premier Il1m·iage celebre dans la 
" Nouvelle-Angleterre: celui d'Edward Winslow et 
" de Susaunah 'Vhite. 

" Le 2-t Octobre, 16~ I, Ie Perl' Denis, Recollet, 
" baptisa Eustache Martin; qui vecut peu de temps: 
" Ie second bapteme qui eut lieu en 1624-est ceJllt 
"de Marguerite Martin: eUe vecut de IOllgues all­
"nees. A J'age de 14 ans, elle epousa Etienne 
" Racine; qui fut un des premiers habitants de la 
" cote Beaupre. 

" Eustache et Marguerite etaient nes du legitime 
"mariage d'ABRAHAM l\IL~RTIN (dict L'Escossois) et 
" de .;\Iarie Langlois. 

" Un pilote nomme MARTIN fut employe, par M~I. 
"de Poutrincourt et de Monts, sur les cotes de 
" I' Acadie: ce ne saurait etre celui dont iI est ici 
" que8tion, qui n'aurait eu alors qu'environ vingt 

" ans. 
"ASRAILUI devillt Pilote-cllt-Roi pour Ie fleuve 

" Saint-Laurent: il fut pere d'une famille tres­
" nombreuse. Un de ses fils-Charles Amador 
"Martin-re~ut Ie premier de ses noms de son 
" parrain, Charles de St. Etienne, Sieur de la Tour, 



" qui se rendit celebre par sa bravoure et sa fidelite 
" it Ia France dans Ies guerres de l'Acadie.~ 

" Amador Martin fut Ie second Canadicn qui eut 
" l'honneur d'~tre clel'c au saeerdoce: iI fut nomme 
" Chanoine it l'erection du Chapitre de Quebec. 

"Des lilIes d'ABRAHA~1 sout descendue50 quelqnes­
" unes des plus ancicnnes families du pays. 

" Anne Martin cpousa Jean Cote: dont la posterite 
" 5O'est repandue de I'lle d'Orleans dans tOlltes lcs 

" parties du Canada. 
"Vne arriere-petite-fille d'Auue fut Illariee all 

" celebre botauiste Sarrasin; qui a doune son nom 
" it line plante remarqllable de I'.-\meriqlle-Ia Sar­

" racenia. 
" Helelle Martin deviut femme de l\Iedard Chouart 

"des Groiseliers t; excelleut pilote qui, en 1663, 
"conduisit Ies Anglais dans la Baie d'Hudson, 
" (Vide Charlevoi.r). 

" La Rcvcrende Jl ere de l'Il/carnution, Superiellre 
"des lJrslllines de Quebec, parle de lui dans les 
" termes slIivallts : 

" ( It .¥ a qll('/q1le temps qu'un Franrois de notre 
" Touraine, llomnuf des Groiseliers, se maria en ce 

" JJ(l.lJ'~; et u'y jaisant pas 11lle grande jortllne, il lui 
"prit jantaisie d'a/ler en La "Yolll'cllr:- Angleterre, 

" pOllr Iddler cl'y en jaire une meilleure. II y jaisait 

* .. CIlarlt·s de Saint-Etienne, Sieur de la Toul', furce par Charnise 
.. de quilter I' Acariic, \'int s~ refngit'r a Quebec; ott iI passa plnsieurs 
.. annee., II y arriva au mois d'Aollt de cette aunee (1646) dans son 
" phlibut-dit Ie journal des Jesuit"s," 

t .. En Octobre 1640, eut lieu Ie mariage de Claude Etienne, de 
" Gelicoul't en Lorraine, avec Hel~ne Martin, II mourut au bout de 
"ppu d'auuees; pt sa "eun', comrne il a deja ete dit, ~(' TPnlal'ia all 
"SieHr ('honart rles Hruiseliers."-Mr. FERJ,A~H}'s;: ".Ynfes," 
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" l'nomme d'esprit, emmne /'1/ ~tret it ell a beaucoujI, 

" It /it esperer alU: Allglois qu'i{ trouveroit Ie passage 
" de la .ller-tlu-i'Torfl. Datts eeUe esperance on l'equipa 

" pour l'env0.l/er ell Angleterre; ou Oil llti d01/1/a lUI 

" vaisseall avec des gells, et tout re qui etoit llecessaire 
" a III navigation, Avec eGS avantages, it se met I'll 

" mer; ou-au liell de prew/re la route que les autres 
" avoiellt ro,,{ume de prendre, et ou ils avoiellt travailie 

" en vaill-it alia a colltrevcllt; et a si bien cherclll! 
" qll'if a trollve la Grande Baie du ATord. 

" It .1/ a tro!lvtJ WI grand peuple, et a charge son 
" navire, ou ses navires, de pellet erie pour des sommes 
., immenses. 

e: II a pris possession de ee grand pays pOllr Ie Ro; 

" d'_4ngleterre; et pour son partieltlier, Ie voila ril'/'c' 

" en peu de temps! L'on a fait flne Gazette en ..111-

" gleterre pour 10ller eet aventurier Franrois. II etoil 
.e tout Je!lne qlland it viut iei et ./it grande eonnoisancl' 

" avec mui. Sa femme et ses enfants sont ell core ici.'­
" (Lettres Itist., 27 _:/Oltst, 16iO.) 

,e Etant rentre au service de la France, il decouvrit 
" Ie Port Nelson, et la riviere du meme nom. Dans 
" cette expedition, a la tete d'une petite hande de 
"traiteurs, partis avec lui de Quebec, il fit prison­
" niers plus de 80 Anglais. 

"Qui connait aujour d'hui Ie nom d' ABRAHAM 
"MARTIN, mtlme parmi ses descendants? Et 
"cependant ce nom est devenu fameux dans 
'e l'histoire; et a ete celebre, en vers et en prose, 
" par les poetes et par les OI·ateufS de l' A llgleterre. 

"L'on a souvent demande d'ou venait Ie nom 
" donne aux PLAI~BS sur lesquelles s'est decide Ie 



" sort de la N"ouvelle-Frallce. Il a etc suggere par 
" Ie Venerable Monsieur Maguire qU'une partie des 
"PLAI:'>ES, ayullt appal'tellu a un individu pOl·taut 
"Ie nom d' Abraham, avait ete nommee la TERR~; 
"d'ABRAH.uI, ou la PLAI:'>E d'ABR.\HA~I; et tout 
" doute it ce sujet doit disparaltl'e si l'on fait atteu­
" tion aux remarques suivantes. 

" Le nom de PLAI;>;ES d' ABRAHA~l etait autrefoi~ 
" applique it ce terl'ain, comparativement uni, qui 
" s'ctrnd du pierl du er;teau Saint-Louis jusqu' a la 
"cime du Cuteau Sainte- Genevieve: Ic re~te des 
" hauteurs a I'Ouest de Quebec etait dCsigne sous 
"Ies different!" noms de Bllttes-il-.:Yepvell, Grande­
"Allee, Cote Saillt-lIIichel. Le chelllin cOllduisant 
" de la vallee de la riviere Saillt-Charles it la PLAINE 
"d'ABRAHAM etait appele CUTE d'ABRAHAM. 

"Si I'on examille les regitres de la paroisse rle 
"Quebec, elltre les allnees Hi21 et 1700, \'011 n'y 
" tl'overa qu'un seul hom me qui ait portait Ie 110m 
" d'Abraham; ct cet homme est ABR.\II.Ur MARTIN. 
" Le Joumal dl'S Jesuites et les regitres de Quebec 
" Ie de~ignellt it plusieurs reprises sous SOli premier 
" 110m seulement-i}/aistre ABRAHAM. l\Jais, a-t.-il 
"po~sedc queIque partie des PL,\I N ES? Dalls ulle 
" collection de vieux documents, rcuuis parIes soins 
"de nOtre estimable coneitoyen, 1\1. Faribault-a 
" qui sont dues des decouvertes biell precieuses pour 
" l'histoil'e du pays-oil rcncontre ulle piece propre 
" 11 jetel' du jour sur l'objet de nos recherches. 
"C'est un ceI·tificat donne pal' quelques-uns de!l 
" premiers habitants du Canada. Le voici :-

" , ,Y01IS soussigllez certijiolls It 'lui it (/)Jl)({rril'iulra 



" que l'an derllier, mit-si:/:-cent quarante cillq, que Ie 
" Sieur ADRIEN DUCH .. ;SNE, chirurgien dans Ie navire 
" de jW. de Repentiglly, estant a Quebec, nails a laicf 

" qu'it avoit donne la terre qui luy a este donne'" en la 
" J7ille de Quebec, a ABRAHAM MARTIN, pilote de la 
" Riviere Sainct-Laurent, et qu'il y pouvoit Jaire tra­
" vailler en tout assurance. Si Ie temps luy eust permis 
" (I' en pnsser contract-de-donation, it t' auroit Jaic!. 
" Ce que nous attestons estre veritable, Jaict ce quin­
" ziesme Jour d' AOllst mil-six-cent-quarante-six.­
"(Signe) GIFFAR-TRONQUET-LE TARDIF-DE 
" LAUNAy-BISSOT-GUETET.' 

"Voila bien une terre appartenante a ABRAHAM 
" MARTIN! mais iI est impossible de determinel' sa 
" pOflition avec des designations anssi vagues. Vne 
" note plaeee dans les regltres de l' Archeveche fait 
" connaitre que les Dames Vrsulines acheterent, 
" d'ASRAHA;\\ MARTIN, une terre situee vers Ie Coteall 
" Sainte- Genevieve, et attenante a celie qu'elles 
"possedaient deja sur Ie Coteau Saint-Louis. 
" L'obligeance de 1\1. Ie Grand-VicaiI'e Maguire lIl'a 
" fOllrni Ie moyen d'arriver heureusement au but de 
"ces recherches. Parmi les titre8 des Dames 
"Ursulines se trouvent les contrats suivants: 
" Donation, du 10 Octobre, 1648, et du leI'. Fevrier, 
" 1652, par Adriell Dueheslle a ABRAHAM MARTIN, 
"de 20 al'pents de terre. Concession, du 16 Mai, 
" 1650, par la Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France, de 
" 12 arpents de terre, a ABRAHAM MARTIN. Vente, 

• The Deed of Concession by the Company of New France, in favor 
of Adrian Duchesne, for the 20 arpents, is dated 5th April, 1639. 

R. s. B. 
II 
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"du ler. Juin, 1667, aux Dames Ursulines de 
" Quebec, par les heritiers d' A BRAHAM MARTIN, d'un 
" terrain contenant 32 arpents en superficie. 

" Le plan qui accompagne ces titres montl'e que 
" la terre d'ABRAHAM etuit renfermee entre la rue 
" Sainte-Genevieve, qui descend vis-a-vis du cillle­
"tiere protestant; la rue Claire-Funtaine, qui 
" passe Jevant l'eglise Saint-Jean-desservie aujuur­
,. d'hui pal' un descendant de l'ancien propl"ietaire ; 
" la grande rue Saint-Jean; et une Jigne 8uivant 
" la cr~te du Coteau Sainte- Genevieve, et se ter­
"minallt a ladescente nommee COTl~ O'ABRAHAM . 

• , La terre d'ABR.\HAM occupait done preciselllcllt. 

"Ie terrain qui porta longtemps Ie nom' "LAINE 
" d' ABRAHAM' avant que cette deoignation cut etc 
"etendue au plateau voisin: et l'on ne saUl'ait 
,. contester au vieux pilote I'honneur d'avuir legue 
" 80n nom au Champ-de-bataille Ull se rencontrhent 
" les armees de \YOLFE ct de MONTCALM." 

My tl'uly estimable and lIIuch-lamellted friend, 
the late Very Reverend Abbe 1\1 aguire, Grand-Vicar 
of the diocese of Quebec, and Chaplain of the Ursu­
line Cunveut in that dty-but for whose indefat­
igable industry these interesting- facts lIIight never 
have been rescued from ohlivion, and whnse active 
frame and penetrating mind retained, at t.he age 
of eighty-four, much of theil' fonner vigor-having 
kindly furnished me with a manuscript copy of tilt' 
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piau alluded to, together with the following ex­
planatory memorandum; I gladly insert these ad­
denda to the foregoiug extract from 1\1. Ferland's 
" ~'Totes." 

R. S. B. 

" Of these 32 arpents, Abraham Martin had 
"obtained 12 from the Company of New France, 
" by deed of concel>sion, of 16th :\'1ay, 1650, and the 
" 20 others fl"om Adrien Duchesne, by deed of dona­
"tion (gift), of lOt.h October, 1648, and 1st 
., February, 1652. 

" It appears that the 32 arpents with the ad­
"joining lands and the road down the hill on 
" their northern side derive their names-' PLAINES 
" d'AsRAHAM' and CUTE d'ABRAHAM '-from the 
" above Abraham Martin. All the deeds are in pos­
" session of the Ursuline ladies. 

(Signed) "Tuos. MAGUIRB. 
"4th March, 1854." 

<12 



MONTCALl\I. 

On the mOrl'ow of that memorable day-the 
13th of September 1759-on which the brief but 
brilliant career of the heroic and accomplished 
"VOLFE closed so gloriously on the PLAINS OF 

ABRAHAM, his illustrious opponent, the chivalrous 
MONTCALM, died of his wounds i and was bu­
ried, that evening, within the Chapel of the Ur­
suline Convent, in the presence of the Commandant 
and other Officers of the Garrison, as well as in 
that of several Canons of the Cathedral: whose 
signatures attest the fact, as thus recorded in the 
parish register of Quebec. 

"L'an 1759, Ie 14e. elu mois ele Septembre, a eli 
"inhume, dans I' Eglise des lleligieuses Ursulines de 
" Quebec, 

" Haut et puissant Seigneur, LOUIS Jos. MARQUIS 

.c DE l\Jo:nCALM; Lieutenaut- General des Armees du 

" /loi, Commandeur de l' Ordre Royal et ~Iilitai1'e de 
"St. Louis, Cummandant-en-Chef deli Troupes-de­
" Terre en I' .1merique Septentrionale: de cede Ie merne 

"jour de ses "Iessures (til cumbat de la veille, muni 
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" des sacremells qu'il a reru allec benucoll}J de piete et 
" de religion. 

" Etaient presens it, son inhumation Mrs. Hesche, 
"Cugnet, et Collet -Chanoines de la Catlledrale; 
"M. de Rame:.ay - C()mmandant de la place, et 
" tout Ie Corps des Oificiers. 

(Sign') "RBCHE, Plre. Chne. 
"COLLKI', Chue. 

There happened, at that time, to be living in the 
neighborhood of the Convent, a little girl about nine 
years of age, who, pl·ompted by curiosity, followed 
the funeral procession into the Chapel; and, stand­
ing close to the grave, witnessed the interment. 

She afterwards became a Nun in the Convent; 
and in May 1833, when upwards of eighty years 
old, was enabled, by her perfect recollection of the 
position of the gl·ave, to point it out so exactly that 
no difficulty was experienced in finding the hero's 
remains. 

These consisted-besides the skull-of only a few 
fragments of bones, so completely decayed as to 
crumble into dust on being touched; and the spade 
used in making the excavation, having unfol·tunate· 
ly come in contact with the upper jaw, broke it in 
pieces. This injury has, howevel·, lIeen neatly re­
paired with wax; and the slmll, since its exhuma­
tion, has been carefully preserved, under a glass 
case, in the apartments of my veneraule fl iend the 
Abbe MAGUIRE: to whose kindness and to the 
courtesy of the Lady.::5uperior 1 am indellted fill" 
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the pl'ivilege of being allowed to have this ill­
tere~tillg relic aecurately delineated, and casts of 
it taken; as well as for a copy of the official record 
of the illustl'iou,; Soldier's obsequies, and for the 
following 

"EXTRAITS D'U:-': R£sUME DES EVENE;lIENS LES PLU~ 

RE~I,\RQUABLES DES ANNALES DU :MO~ASTj:;RE 

DES DA~IES FRSULI:-':ES DE QUEBEC. 

" Les deu_t· GeueraIlX-V\'oLFE et MONTCALM­

" perciirellt la vie: Ie premier mOllrllt sur Ie c1wmp de 

" bataille; h ser.oild e:J:pira Ie lendemllin, 14 8ep­
"tefl/bre li59, all chdteau de St. Louis, dans les 

" plus grands selltimells de religion, el muui de lous les 
" sacremens de I' Eglise. 

" It fut ell terre Ie soil' clu rni!meJour aux flambeaux 
" dans t' Eglise des Dames Ursulines: non pas dans 

" un troll-tle- bom he-comme ie clistl1t quelques auteurs 

" mal-illfurmes; mais dans une fosse, creusee Ie long 

" du mltr, entre la porte tlu petit confessional et la 
" graude grille du c/u£llr. 

" ('omhien de fois Nile de nos anciennes 8a:urs Reli­

" gieltses, encore vivallie-St. Ignace, nee Dube, agee 
" aujonrd'illti ((f:i33) de 82 ans-a-t-e!le raconte les 

" details de ceUe ceremouie Illgubre, ii laquelle elle 

" avail assiste: s' elant truuvee par hazard avec une 

" compagne,jeltne comme elle, sur Ie passage dll convol, 
.. 11t'elle suivit, Jusqlle dans I'Eglise. 

" Du res Ie, Ie temoillage de ceUe 8(£ur ne fait que 
" corrohurer ia trallitjolt 1I1l Couvent, qui n' a Jnmais 
" Naie Sill' re fllit. 

" En ceUe occasion eu lieu Ult inr:idenl assez sillgu­

" lier, et digl/e d'dtte rm'ontej sll'r/out parcequ'il domu: 
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" la 11Iesure de "immense confusion qui regnait dalls ia 
"ville, louie houleversee: c'est que fOil tie lrollvtlit 
., personne pour coufeclimmer Il1U: hiere pour ie Gem!­
" ral; et qu'en corwfquence, ie ('outre-maitre de notre 
" COlwent ramassa ii la hate quelques vieux ais, doni 
" it cOllslruisil 1l11e sorfe de lungue hOi Ie illforme; qui, 
" dans la ceremollie funebre, fOlltrasla singuLierement 
" avec Ie precieur Iresor qu'it renfermail. 

" II sera, sails duute, illtercssant pour les adlllira­
" teurs de 1\1 ONTC ,\ Lll d' etre informes qu' au mois de 
" Mai de La presente annee (1S33)-en creusant ia 
"terre dans l' Eglise, pour l'ellierrement till ! .. 'jellr 

" Charles Jalbert, contre-maitre du j~fonastere-l'oll 

., se rappela tout de suite que l'endruit que fan fuuillait, 
" etail la tombe meme au Ie Jlarquis avail ete ltepmi 

" 74 ans auparavaut, 

"M, l'Abbe Maguire, Aumonier rlu lJfunastere, 
" presidait au creusement; dOllt te resultal fut ia de­
"couverte de qut:lques rares restes de Itl biere, et de 
"plusieurs ossemens IlUmaills-tellement dcfwmposes 
" 'lu'au simple toucher its tumbaiellt en puusliiere. Vue 

" heureuse erceptiun, cepenctallt, s't1fl-it pour Ie crant: ; 
" qui fut trouve dans un etat de parfaite conservation. 

" It est fadle de comprendre avec quel pieur em­
"pressement ce debris de La depouitle morielte d'un 
" heros, dunt ie nom etait cher alt Canada, fut recut:illi 
"par les Religiellses Ursuiilles, pour etre cUl/sen·t 
" comm, une relique preciellse pOllr fa poslerite," 

" N(/us sOllsignees-Sllpel'ielll'e, Assistallte, et De­
"pf/$itaire rill monrtsterr' dl',~ Ileligil'1l.~1'S Vrsuli7ll's 
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" de Qucbec-altesfons que les Exlraits ci-dessus soul 

" 1,frifab/es. 

" SR. ST. GABRIEL, Superieure. 

" SR. ST. URSULE, Assistante. 

" SR. hABELLE M'DONELL DE ST. ANDRE. 

" Urslllilles de Quebec,} 
" 7 ./al11'iel' IS.tl4." 

011 the skull the marks of two wounds are 
distinctly vi~ihle: one, an inch and three quarters 
in leugth, Oil the left side of the occiput; the other, 
two inches long, on the right side of the frontal 
hone, alld close to the suture which separates that 
hOlle from the right parietal bone. 

Both of these marks have the appearance of 
having been inflicted with a sword or other edged 
weapon: a portion of the bone having, in each 
ease, been cut out by the blow. 

There is also this remarkable peculiarity in the 
skull, viz., that the longitudinal or coronal suture, 
instead of having ceased to exist ill the frontal 
bone during childhood, extends, in a strongly 
marked line, along the top of that bone and down 
the forehead, even to the no~e; while between the 
parietal bones it is scarcely perceptible. 

During his eadier eampaigns, ,l\1oNTCALM had 
seen IIlllch service in Italy, Germany, and Bohe­
mia; and had, when Colonel, received three wounds 
in the hattIe of Plaisance (13th June 1746), and 
two ill the desperate combat of Assiette, or Exilles 
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(8th July 1746)·: in which actions, as well as in 
Marshal DE BKLLEISLE'S memorable retreat from 
Prague, in December 1742, he had highly distin­
guished himself. 

He is described as having' been, "like most of 
"the Generals of his time, at once full of energy 
" and of nOllchalance; cautious in his tactics, but 
"dal'ing, e\'en to temerity, in battle, As for his 
" personal courage, that was equal to any proof." t 

Phrenologically con!>idered, the fOl'ln of the skull 
denotes a resolute, prudent, moral, and religiously 
disposed mind, rather than extl'aordinary intellec­
tual capacity; and is, therefore, in accordance with 
the mOl'e prominent characteristics of MONTCALM: 

who appears to have been constitutionally brave, 
energetic, cautious, and discreet; an experienced 
and skilful Soldier, rather than a great Captain, 

" In the year 1746, the Chevalier DE BELLEISLE, in order to penetrate 
into Pierlmont, put himself at the head of 34,UUU French and Spaniard" 
On the 6th day of July he arrived at the pass of Exilles: the rlefence of 
this important post the King of Sardinia h~d committerl to the care of 
the Count de Brigueras, who formed an encampment hehinrl the lines, 
with 14 battalions of Piedmontese and Austrians, while divers detach­
ments were posted along the passes of the Alps. On the 8th day of the 
month, the Piedmontese intrenchments were attacked by the Chevalier 
DE BELLEISLE with incredible intrepidity; but the columus were re­
pulsed with great loss in three successive attacks: impatient of this 
obstinate opposition, and <letermined not to ,uHive a miscarriage, this 
impetuous General seized a pair of culours, allli advallcing at the heart 
of his tmops through a prnrliA'i()us fire, pitched them with his own han,1 
on the enemy's intrenchmellts: at that instant he fell dead, having re­
ceived two musquet-halls and tire thrust of a bayullet ill his body. 
The assailants were so much dispirited by tire rleath of th~ir commander, 
that they forthwith gave way, and retreaterl with precipitation towards 
Sestrieres, having lost near 50UO men in the attack. 

Field of Mars, London, 178U-Art. Battle at Exilles. 

[The Count DE BELLEISLE was brother of the Marshal above al. 
luded to.] 

t GA.RNEA.U, "HiBtoire du Canada." 
C 
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His mind, mOl'e active than powerful, had been 
refined by a liberal education; he was of a gay, 
lively temperament; fond of literature, and ambi­
tious of becoming a member of the Royal Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres of Paris: a dis­
tinction of which, it is said,* his acquirements reu­
dered him worthy, but which he did not live to 
obtain, 

He was scarcely less popular among the civilians 
of the colony than beloved by his soldiers and re­
spected by their Indian auxiliaries; of umblemished 
private character; and habitually attentive to his 
religious duties, ullder the influence of pious feel­
ing; the fervor of which was evinced in his reply 
to the Commandant of Quebec, when solicited by 
that officer for instructions relative to the defence 
of the city, after the Marquis had learned that his 
wounds must speedily prove mortal. 

He was born on the 28th of February 1712, at the 
Ch~teau of Candiac, near Nismes (now the chief 
town of the Department of Gard, and formerly 
within the ancient Province of Languedoc); and 
was, consequently, in his 48th year at the time of 
his death, 

His ancestol'S had, for centuries, been highly dis­
tinguished amongst the nobility of France; he was 
of middling stature, rather robust, and in his general 
appearance there was nothing very remarkable, He 
possessed a retentive memory, spoke with such vol • 

• .. Biographie Universelle" and "NO'IWea14 Dictionnail'M Hid". 
riqrte, 178f1 "-Art. MONTCALM. 
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ubility as scarcely to admit of interruption, and 
his conversation abounded in wit and sprightly sal­
lies. His vivacity, together with the enthusiasm 
inspired by his courage, had gained fol' him great 
inOuence with both the French and the Canadians; 
who, believing that he only could win a battle, de­
plored his death as a national calamity.$-

It has been alleged that l\IoNTCALM, in hastening 
to meet the British on an open plain-and thereby 
to decide, in a single battle, the fate of a fertile 
Province nearly equal in extent to one half of 
Europe-was not only forgetful of his usual caution, 
but acted with culpable temerity. 

Such action, however, proceeded from no sud­
den impulse; but from a noble resolve deliberately 
formed after the most mature consideration, and 
recorded some time previously. 

Painfully convinced how little security the weak 
defences of the city could afford against the de­
termined assault of well disciplined and ably led 
troops, he believed that however great the risk of 
meeting his daring adversary in the open field, this 
course was the only one that seemed to promise him 
any chance of success. Besides, having immediately 
available a force numerically superior to that of the 

.. "Jlfemoires sur les .4ffaires du Canada, depuis 1749, jusqu' ii 
"1760" (published by the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec), 
and GARNEAU'S" Histoire du Canada." 

c2 
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English General, >I\' and within little more than an 
hour's march of the PLAINS, he could not honorably 
have remained inactive while believing that only a 
part of the enemy's force was in possession of such 
vantage ground; and neither the dictates of pru­
dence, t nor his own chivalrous spirit and loyal 
regard for the national honor, would permit him 
to betray a consciousness of weakness by declining 
the combat, on finding himself unexpectedly COII­

fronted hy the whole of 'VOLFE'S army. 
Relying, doubtless, on the prestige of his victories 

during the campaign of the preceding year (1758)­
in which he had been uniformly successful, and 
in which, at Ticonderoga, with four thousand roell, 

~ MONTCALM'S line was composed as follows, t';:::f.:­
Regulars. 

{

The Royal Rousillon Regiment,} 
Left win a battalion of the Marine. or 1300 

g colony troops, and Canadian 
militia, 

Centre {The regiments of Bearue and} 720 
Guicllne, and militia, 

{

The regiments of La Sarre and} 
Right wing Languedoc, a ilattalion of the 1600 

Marine, and militia, 

3620 

Militia. 

2300 

1200 

400 

3900 
The total furre, therefore, actually engaged, amount~d (exclusive 

of Indialls) to 7,;211 men: of these, however, scarcely one half were 
regular troups; on whom the brunt of the battle fell, and almost the 
whole loss, 

\V OLFE'S .field-state on the morning of the 13th of September, shewed 
only 4828 men of all ranks, from the General downwards: but of tbese 
every man was a trained soldier. 

\" ARBURTON'S "Conquest of Canada." 
t "MONTCALM, when he heard that the Euglish had ascended tbe 

.• hill, and were formed on the high ground at the back of the town 
" scarcely credited the intelligence; .. .. .. .. * ; 
" but he was SOOIl undeceived. He saw clearly that the English Beet 
"and army were in such a situation that the upper and lower tow .. 
" might be attacked in concert, and that nothing but a battle could save 
"it. Accordingly he determined to give them battle." 

The .I1II;ual Reg-ister for the gear 1759. 
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he had defeated General Abercromhy at the head 
of nearly foul' times that number-he endeavoured, 
by a confident bearing and encouraging expJ'es­
sions,* to animate his troops with hopes which he 
himself could scarcely enteJ'tain ; and, though almost 
despail'illg of success, boldly J'esolved to attempt, by 
a sudden and vigorous onset, to dislodge his rival 
before the latter could entrench himself in his com­
manding position. And it is stlrely no blot on his 
fame that the superior discipline and unflinching 
steadiness of his opponents, the close and destruc­
tive t volley by which the spirited but disordel'ly 
advance of his own battalions was checked, and 
the irresistible t charge which completed theil' con­
fusion, rendered unavailing his last gallant effort to 
save the colony: for (to borrow the words of the 
eloquent historian of the Peninsular War), ., the 
"vieisitudes of war are so many, that disappoint- . 

• Local tradition relates that, 011 receiving, about 6 o'clock ill th~ 
morning of the 13th of September, the startling intelligence that th~ 
English were in possessiun of the Plains, MONTCALM (hitching up hi, 
breeches with huth hands, as was his custom) briskly exclaimed, "{( 
" tllat be the case, it is time we were lIastenillg tMtlle,·,. fol' lee must 
" drit'e them illto the flieer before 1I00n !" R. S. B. 

t " The English troops were exhorted to reserve their fire; and the~ 
"bore that of the enemy's light troops in front (which was galling, 
.. though irregular) with the utmost patience and good order, waitill~ 
" for the main body of the enemy, which advanced fast upon thelll. At 
.. forty yards distance our troops gave tbeir fire, which tuuk place ill its 
" full extent, and made a terrible havoc alllong the French." 

Tile ,-III/ilia/ Register for 1759. 
"General WOLFE ordered the men to load with an additional bullet, 

" which did great ext-cutioll. *" .. ... ... 'tI- ~ .. 

" As soon as the French came within musket-shot, they began to fire: 
" but tbe British troops reserved their fire until the en~my were within 
"thirty yards."-BEATSON'S .Yaml and JJlilitary JJlemoirs of Great 
Britain, from 1727 to 1790: London, 1790. 

! The Canadian militia (of which more than half of MONTCALM'. 
force consisted) were without bayonets. 

MONTCALM'S Letter of 24th .!lugllst 1759. 
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" ment will sometimes attend even the wisest com­
" binations; and a ruinous defeat, the work of 
"chance, close the career of the boldest and most 
"sagacious of Generals: so that to judge of a 
" COlllmander's conduct by the event alone is equal­
" ly unjust and unphilosophical." 

In the remarkable letter * addressed to his cousin, 
M. DB MOLE, Premier President au Parlement de 
Paris, and dated "from the Camp before Quebec, 
"24th August 1759 "-a fortnight before the battle 
-MONTCALM thus pathetically described how hope­
less would be his situation in the event of \VOLFE 

effecting a landing near the city; and, with a firm 
heart, foretold his own fate. 

"Here I am, my dear Cousin, after the lapse of 
"more than three months, still contending with 
." 1\1. WOLFE! who has incessantly bombarded Que­
"bec with a fury almost unexampled in the attack 
"of any place which the besieger has wished to re­
" tain after its capture. 

" Nearly the whole of the Lower-Town has been 
"destroyed by his batteries, and of the Upper­
"Town a great part is liI{ewise in ruins. But even 
"if he leave not one stone upon another, he will 
"never obtain possession of the capital of the 
"colony whilst his operations continue to be con­
" fined to the opposite side of the river. 

" Notwithstanding all his efforts during these three 
" months, he has hitherto made no pi'ogre:ss towards 
" the accomplishment of his object. He is ruining 

,. See Appendix. 
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"us, but without advantage to himself. The cam­
"paign can scarcely last another month, in con­
"sequence of the near approach of the autumnal 
"gales, which are here so severe and so disastrous 
"to shipping. 

" It may seem that, aftel" so favorable a prelude, 
" the safety of the colony can scarccly be doubtful. 
"Such, however, is not the case; as the capture of 
"Quebec depends on a coup-de-main. The English 
" have entire command of the river; and have only 
"to effect a landing on this side, where the city, 
" without defences, is situated. Imagine them in a 
"position to offer me battle! which I could no longer 
" decline, and which I ought not to gain. 

"Indeed, if 1\1. WOLFE understand his bl\~iness, 
" he has ouly to receive my fil'st fire, give a volley 
"in return, and then charge; when my Canadians 
"-undisciplined, deaf to the sound of the drum, 
" and thrown into confusion by his onset-would be 
"incapable of resuming their rauks. Moreover, as 
" they have 110 bayonets with which to oppose those 
" of the enemy, nothing would remain for them but 
"flight: and then-behold me beaten without re­
"source! 

" Conceive my situation! a most painful olle for a 
"General-in-Chief, and which causes me many dis­
"tressing moments. 

" Hitherto, I have been enabled to act successfully 
"on the defensive; but will a continuance in that 
"course prove ultimately successful? That is a 
" question which events must decide! Of this, how­
"ever, you may rest assured-that I shall prob-
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"ably not survive the loss of the Colony. There 
"are circumstances which leave to a General DO 

"choice but that of dying with honor: such may 
"soon be my fate: and I trust that in this re­
"spect posterit.y will have no cause to reproach 

" my memory." 

1\1 O;\TC.-\ L:\1, conspicuous in front of the left wing 
of his line-and WOLFE, at the head of the 28th 
Regiment and the Louisbourg Grenadiers, towards 
the right of the British line, must. have ueen nearly 
opposite to eadl other at the commencement of the 
hattIe, which was most severe in that part of the 
field: * and, by a singular coincidence, each of these 
heroic leaders had been twice wounded during the 
brief conflict before he received his last and fatal 
wound. 

But the valiant Frenchman, regm'dless of pain, re·· 
laxed not his efforts to rally his brokell battalions in 
their hurried retreat towards the city until he was 
l'hot through the loin~, when within a few hundred 
yards of ~t. Louis Gate.t And so invincible was his 

,. Life of "'ashilll';!o,, , by Chief.Justice :\IARSHALL: London, 1804. 
t :\1. GARNEAU, in his lIistoil"e d" Canada, says:-
.. TllP t\Yo Brigadier.Generals. ;'II. de SelleZl'rgnes and the Baron de 

.. St. Ours, fell mortally wounded; and ;'IloXTC.'L)1 (who had already 
" received two woullds), "'hile '-"4'rting himself to the utm",t to rally 
.. his troops and presern- ord .. r in the retreat, was also mortally wounded 
,. in till' loins by a !lInsket.ball. He was at that moment between Les 
" Rutlt',,\-fl-.,Y/l't'H and St. Luuis' Gate." 

From the city, on the one side, allli from the battle.field, on the other. 
the ground rist's until till' two slupes meet and form a ridge; the sum .. 
"'it of whkh was f(lrmerly occupied by a windmill belonging to a man 
llarM,1 .",:"'" or 'Y'1"'""· About midway betwepn this ridge and St. 
Louis tiate, alld to the southward of the St. Louis Road, are some 
,light elllinences, still known hI' the older French residents as Les 
Butte"." .• Yep,'ell, or J\'ept'I!I1's hillocks, alld about three.quarters of a 
mile distant from the spot where the British line charged. R. S. B. 
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fortitude that not even tbe severit.y of thi!! mortal 
stroke could ahate his gallant spirit or altel' his in­
trepid bearing. ~upported by twu grenadiers-one 
at each side of his borse-he re-entered the dty: 
and in reply to sOllie women who, un seeing blood 
flolV fl'OIll his "'Ollllds as he !"Ode down St. Louis' 
street., on his way to the Chilteau, exclaimed Oh, 
mon Dieu! mOil Diw! Ie 1J:farquis est lue! cour­
teously assured them that he was not sel"iously hurt, 
and begged of them not to distress themselves on 
bis account.-Ce n'est rien! ce n'est rien! Ne VOliS 

tifJiigez pas pOllr moi, mes bonnes amies. 'If 

The last words of 'VoLFE-imperishably enshrined 
in the pages of Hi~tory-stil1 excite, aftel' the lapse 
of a century, the liveliest admiration and sympathy: 
anti similal' interest may, perhapll, be awakened by 
the following brief nalTative of the closing scene in 
the eventful career of his great opponent. 

MONTC.\LM, when his wounds had been examined, 
enquired whether they were mortal; and being an­
swered in the affirmative, said, I am glad of it: 
how long can 1 survive 1'-Ten or twelve hOllrs, pel'­
haps less, was the reply. So much the better, re­
joined he; fur then I s!tall not live to see the surrender 
of Quebec.t 

.. For these particulars I am indebted to my friend Mr. G. B. Fari 
bault-a gentleman well known in Canada for his researches into the 
history of the Colony; whose information on this subject was derived 
from his much respectefl fellow-dtizen the Hon. John Malcolm Frazer­
grandson of one of WOLFE'S officers, and now one of the oldest inhab­
itants of Quebec: where, in his childhood and youth, he had the faets, 
as above narrated, often described to him by an elderly woman who, 
when about eighteen years of age, was an eye-witness of the scell~. 

R. S. B. 
t B1UoT80N'e .iVOt,al a'ffd Milito"!! Memoirs of Gr.,at Britain, 119U. 

D 
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"Being afterwards visited by 1\1. de Ramezay­
"who, with the title of LiellthlUlIt-du-Roi, corn­
"maDded the garrison-and the Commandant de 
"Rousillon, he said to them, Gentlemen, to your 
"keeping I commend the honor of France. Endea­
"vour to secure the retreat of my army to-ni/!ht 
.. beyond Cape Rouge: as for myself, I shall pass.the 
" night wit 11 God, and prepare for deal h. 

"On M. de Ramezay pl'essing to rl.'ceive his 
., commands for the defence uf Quebe,~, the Marquis 
"replied, with emotion, I slwll neither give orders 
"11Or illterfpre any further: I have much business, 
"that must be attended to, of greater moment than 
., your ruined garrisun and this wretched country, 
" My time is very sllOrt; therefore pray leave me! I 
"wish you all comjurt, and that ,yo It may be happ;l!! 
" extriwted from y',llr present perplexities, 

" He then addressed himself to his religions duo 
"ti('s, alld passed the night with the Bishop and hill 
.. own confessor, 

"Shortly before he expired, he paid the victo­
"riotlS a,'my this magnanimous compliment: Since 
"it has been my misfortune to he. dis'omfited anci 
"mortally wounded, it is a great sati.Vaction to me 
"to have been vanquished by so brave and generoull 
" an enemy, And alnlClst his last act was to write 
"a letter commending the F,'elleh prisoners to the 
" humanity of the victors, 

" He died at five o'clock in the morning of the 
" 14th of September, and was hUI'ied within the pre­
"eincts of the Ursuline Convent," 



.. Besitles the similal'ity of their fate, thel'e was 8 

" remarlcab Ie l'oillddcnce ill the characters Ill' \\' OLFK 

"and MON'rCALM, As competitol'S for vidory and 
"faille they had equal merit; and both eminently 
"possessed those military qualities which are ne­
"cessary fOl' the attainlllent of success. Equally 
" gallant, zeal"ll~, alld devoted to their country, and 
"animated with the l"ame love of gltH'Y, they were 
"in other respel'ts similarly situated. Eaeh had 
"received literary culture before he entered the 
" military servil'e; \Y OLF/<} left a widowed mother 
"-his fathel' having died in the same year; 
"MONTI~.-\UI, in addition to a mothel', left be­
., hind him a widow and children, These, with an 
" attaehment to hi~ unst.ained memory which l~annot 
"be tun highly esteemed, defended the fame of 
;, !\10NTCALl\1 from the ill~illllati()ns contained in the 
" calulllnious defcn('e of the Intendant, BIGOT; who 
"was arraigned for the mal-prat,tiees of his finan­
"<!ial admilli~tt'ation, They suct'eeded in fully vin­
.. dit'ating the memory of their son and husband; 
"and their triumphant refutation was made by 
"the French Govel'llment as public as wel'e the 
" calumnies." "" 

The French troops whit-h served in Canada being 
anxious to honor the memory of their lamented 
General by the erection of a monument over his 
grave, permission to give effect to that laudable 
desire was requested, on their behalf, in 1761, by 

• SMITH'S Hisfory of Canada. and HAWKINS' JVew PjctUI'~ of 
Quebec, with Hiltorical Recollecfionl, 

D2 
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M. de BougainviJIe 111<; whose letter to Mr. Pitt, 
and that great statesman'l:! t~ordial reply, WHe in 
tbe following terms: 

.. Sir, 
"The honoUl's paid, under your ministry, to 1\Ir . 

.. Wolfe, assure me that you will not disapprove of 
" the grateful endeavours of the Frenl"h troops to 
" perpetuate the memol'y of t,he Marquis de Mont­
"calm. The body of their General, who was ho­
" noured by the regret of your nation, is interred in 

.. JEAN PIERRE DE BOUGAINVILLE. Secretary to the A"ademy of 
Belles-Lettres and Inscriptions at Paris. He died in 1763, of asthma, 
brought on by intense application. 

It is a curiolls fact that his renowned hrother, LOUIS ANTOINE­
who, as a naval officer, rendered himself famous, by his \'oyage round 
the world (1766-69), within a few years after he had held high COID­

mand in the French army-and our own celebrated circumnavigator 
COOK, whuse precursor he was in the Pacific, should both have sen-~d 
at the siege of Quebec. 

COOK, then a Master in the Royal Navy, was employed in sounding 
the river, and in plaCing buoys opposite the French entrenched camp at 
Beauport. DE BOUGAINVILLE-who had formerly been Aide-de-Camp 
to MONTCALM, and in whose ability and judgment the Marquis placed 
great confidence-having been detached to Cape Roup;e with a corps of 
nearly two thousand men, to obsen'e the morements of the English 
.quadron and oppose the landing which it was thought WOLFE would 
attempt th~re, was not present in tile battle; although hp. hastened to 
the assistance of his Chi~f on learning that the English were on the 
PLAINS, where be al'rh'ed just as the struggle had terminated: wheu­
finding that there remained not in the field a single battalion with 
which to ",,-operate, and the 35th and 48th Regiments, with two 
field-pieces, having been dispatched to rher.!. his advance-he withdr"w 
to Cape Rouge. 

During the American war he command~d, with distinction, several 
Ihips of the line; in 1779 was Commodure; and, on the 12th of 
April 1782, commanded one of the three divisions of tbe French 
tleet in Count de Grasse'. memorahle action with Sir George Rod-' 
lIey. 

In 1791 he became Vice-Admiral; was conspicuous for fidelity tit 
his Sovereign during the stormy period of the Rel'olutioll, and narrowly 
~.c.ped destruction in the massacres of August 1792: after whicb h .. 
retired to his estate iu Normandy (the only part of his fortuoe that 
tlte Revolution had Ipared) ; where he I'ontioued to relide until choHn • 
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"Quebec. I have the honour to send you an epitaph 
"made for hilll hy the Academy of In!'eriptions: I 
" beg the favour of you, sir, that. you will l,e pleased 
" to examine it; anil, if not impropel', oLt.aill leave 
" fOl' me to send it to Quehe(~, en~raved 011 mill'ule, 
" that it may be placed on the Marquis til' :\IUllt­

" calm's tomb, 

., Should such leave be gl'anted; may 1 pl'e~ume, 

" sir, that you will be so good as to inform lI1e of it, 
" and, at the same time, to send me a passport? that 
" the mal'ble, with the epitaph engl'avcd on it, may 
" be received into an English ship; and that Mr. 
" Murray, Govel'nOl' of Quebec, may allow it t.o be 
" placed in t.he Ursuline church. 

" You will be pleased, sir, to pardon \lIe for this 
"intrusion on your important occupations; but 

memher of the National Illstitute, at its first formation, when he re­
turned to Paris. He succeeded Borda, the celebrated mathematician, 
a. Member of the Board of I,ullgitude; and in his old age, under the 
govprnment of Napoleon, enjoyed the dignity of Senator, was created 
a Count of the Empir~, and Member of the Legion of Honour. He wu 
also a Fdlow of the Royal Sudety of Lundun. 

He commenced his career as a Lawyer; was admitted as Ad"ocate 
in the Parliament of Paris; but b~illg a\'erse to the profession, soon 
relinquished it for that of arms. At the age of twenty-fi"e he published 
his treatise on the Integral Calculus, which was intended as a supple­
ment to I} HBpital's treatise Des Infinimens Petits. He was alwa;fI 
eager to promute science; and was desirous of making a voyage of dis­
covery towards th" north pole, but failed to obtain the support of tbe 
French GUI"erument for that enterprise. The account of his I'oyage 
round the world is written with simplicity, and in a temper whkh in­
c1illed him to view ohjects on the humorous side. His courage, the 
good-bumour with whkh he maintained subordination, and Ilis atten­
tion to the health and ('l>mforts of his crew, are conspicuous througll_ 
uot the narrative. He waM a man of the most ellgaging manners, 
obliging, liberal, and in e\'ery re.]lect worthy of I'steem: he .. "tail ... d 
his liveliness and mental fa<'ullies to the last; and died at Paris, iu 
1811, at the age of eighty-two. 

For particulars of the pventful life of this remarkable mall, see .. B;9-
~raphie Universelk des ContemporaiTlS," Paris, \830; alld the "EOIC'!!­
cft>ptPdia Brifa,""Ctt," E<linburgh. IS:? ... 
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" elJlleavoul'ing to imlllortalize illll~tl"ious men and 
., eminent patriots is doing honour to yourself. 

" I am, with rcsped, &c., 
" DB 130UGAINVILL&. 

" Paris, 24th i\I areh, I i6 1. " 

" Sir, 
" It is a l'eal satisfaction to lIle to ~elld you the 

" King's COll~ellt on a suhjed SlI ali't·cting as the 
" epilallh, eompo~ed by the Academy of Ill-Cl'iptions 
.< at Paris, fOl' the Marquis de l\luntcalm; and 
" which it is desil'eu may be sellt. to Quebec, en­
.. graved on marble, to ue placed on the 10mb of 
" of that illlbtriou!> Soldier. It is perfe('tly beauti­
" ful; and the desire of the French troops which 
"served in Canada to pay ~lIch a tribute to the 
" memory of their General, whom they saw expire 
.. at theil' head in a marIBel' worthy of himself 
" and of them, is truly nuhle and praise-worthy, 

" I shall take a pleasurC', sir. in facilitating, in 
"every way, sueh amiable intentions: and on 
"receiving notiee of the measul'es taken fOl' ship­
"ping this marble, will not fail to transmit to 
" you illlmediately the passport YOIl desil'e, and to 
" send directions to the governol' of Quebec for Hs 
" reception, 

" I withal beg uf you, sir, to be persuaded of my 
"just sensibility of that so obliging part of the 
" letter with which you have honoured me relating 
"to myself; and to bclie\'e tllut I embrace, as a 
" happillcss, this opportullity of manifesting the es­
" tcem and particular regard with which I have the 
" honour to be, &c. 

" London, April 10th, li61. W. PITT." 
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EPITAPH. 

Hie jR,·d. 
Utroque in 01'00 IIlternum victuru~, 

LUDOVICUS JOSEPHUS DE MONTCAUI GOZOl", 
Marchio Sancti Verani, Baro Gabriaci. 
Ordinis Sam·ti Ludo\'id Commelldator, 

J .egatus-(ieneralis Exel'dtuum Gallicorum; 
Egl'egius et Ch'is et 1\1 iles, 

Nullius rei appetens pnetcl'qunm verm laudl •• 
Ing'enio felil'l, et literi. excnlto ; 

OmllPs 1\Iiliti:e gradu$ per continua decora emensu_. 
Omnium Belli Artiulll, tempOI'UIll, diso:riminum gnlln", 

In Italla, ill Bohemia, in Germania 
Dux industl'ius. 

Mandata sibi ita semper gerens ut m3joribus par haberdur. 
Jam clarus periculis 

Ad tutandam Canadensem Provinciam missus, 
Parva militum manu Hostium copias non semel repulit, 

Propugnacula cepit viris armisque instructissim;,. 
Algoris, inedim, vigiliarum, laboris patiens, 

Suis unice prospidf'ns, immemor sui, 
Hostis acer, victor mansuetus. 

Fortunam virtute, \'irium inopiam peritia et celeritate compell'''vi~ ; 
Imminells Colonim Catum et consilio et manu per quadriennium su.tinwt, 

Tandem ingentem Exercitum Duee strenuo et audaei, 
Classemque omni bellorum mole gravem, 

Multiplici prudentii. diu ludificatus, 
Vi pertractus ad dimicandum, 

In prima aeie. in primo conOictu vulneratus, 
Religioni quam semper coluerat innitens, 

Magno suorum desiderio, nee sine hostium mrerore, 
Exlinctus est 

Die XIV. Sept., A.D. MDCCLIX. ",tat. XLVIII. 

Mortales optimi ducis eXU\'ias in excavati. humo, 
Quam globus oelli('us decidens dissiliensque deCoMrat, 

Galli lugentes deposuerunt, 
Ee generosre hostium fidei commendal'unt. 

TIle Annual R~gi6ter for 17G2. 

TRANSLATION. 

Here lies, 
In each hemispbere to live for ever, 

WUIS JOSEPH DE MONTCALM GOZON, 
Marquil of St. Veran, Baron of Oabriae, 
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Command~r of the Ordclr of St. Louis, 
I.ieutenant-General in the French army; 

Illustrious hoth as Citizen and Soldier, 
And desirous of nought hot true glory. 

Gifted with superior abi1itie~, improved by literature; 
Having pa.sed through the \'arious grades of military rank 

With uninten'upted honor, 
Skilful in all the arh of war and in the exigencies of the time., 

In Italy, in Bohemia, in Germany, 
An indefatigable Gt>neral ; 

He so discharged his important commands 
As always to be deemed worthy of still greater. 

Now, rendered famous by the dangers he had surmounted, 
Sent, with a small army, 

To defend the Province of Canada, 
He more than once repulsed the enemy'. forCe!, 

And captured their forts replete with men and arms. 
Enduring cold, hUJlgcr, watching, and labor, 

Unmindrul of himself 
He cared only for his soldiers : 

As an enemy, determined; as a conqueror, mild; 
Adverse fortune I,e compensated with valor; 

The want of strength, with skill and activity; 
And by hi. counsel and energy 

For four years a\·el·ted the impending fate of the Colony. 
At length, arter having, by great foresight, 

Long batHed a pow~rful army 
Under an enterprising and intrepid leader, 

And a fleet laden with all warlike stores, 
He was compelled to give battle. 

Wounded, in the foremost rank, at the first onset, 
Depending on the religion he had alway, revered, 

Greatly longed for by his own army, 
And not unregretted by his opponents, 

He died, 
On the 14th day of September 1759, 

In the 48th year of his age. 

His weeping countrymen 
Deposited the mortal remains of their most excellent General 

In an ex~avation formed by tbe bursting of a fallen bomb; 
_"-nd commended them to tbe generous care of the enemy. 

F.'om some rause or other these intentions we' 
JIOt carried into effect; but within the Chapel whi 
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contains the hero's dust, a graceful tribute of ad­
miration-not less honorable to the taste than to 
the chivalrous feeling of Lord Ayllllcl'-has been 
paid, by the erectioll, in 1831, of a simple mural 
tablet of white marble, beal'ing the following con­
cise and beautiful epitaph from His ExecllclH"y'lj 
own pen: 

HONNEUR 
1 

MONTCALM! 
LE DESTIN EN LUI D~ROBANT LA VICTOIRE 

VA RECOMPENSE PAR UNE MORT GLORIEUSE. 

In the course of the following yeat' there was also 
erected, by His Lordship, a small monument on the 
battle-field, to indicate the spot where WOLFE ex­
pired: which structure, having become inj ured, has 
since given place to a pedestal and column, about 
thirty-five feet high-eithet' of the Tuscan or of 
the Doric order-surmounted by a Roman helmet, 
wreathed with lam'el, and sword; both in brollze, 

On two sides of the pedestal are inserted bronze 
panels, with inscriptions cast in bold relief; one of 
which thus briefly records the place, circumstances, 
and date of the conquel"ing hero's death: 

HERE DIED 

WOLFE 
VICTORIOUS, 

SEPTEMBER 13TH 1759.-

• This epitaph is the same as that on the monument erected by Lord 
Aylmer.-P'ide last page of WARBURTON'S Conquest qf~, 1849. 

II: 



the other' is as follows: 

This Pillar was erected 
By the British Army in Canada, A.D. 1849 ; 

His Excellellcy Heut.-General Sir Belljamin D'Urban, 
G.C.B., K.C.H., K.C.T.S., &c., 

Commander of the Forces: 
To replace that erected by Governor-General Lord Aylmer, G.C.B., 

In 1832; 
Which was broken and defaced, and is deposited underneath. 

And ill 1827 there was erected, in the puhlic 
garden of the city, under the auspices of another 
distinguished Soldier-the late Earl of Dalhousie 
(Lord Aylmer's predecessor as Govel'llol'-General 
of Canada)-a stately cenotaph, sixty-five feet in 
height, "in honor of the two illustrious men whose 
" deeds and whose fall have immortalized their own 
"names, and placed Quebec in the rank of cities 
"famous in the history of the world." * 

This handsome memorial-placed on a command­
ing site-eonsists of a well proportioned shaft, in 
the form of an ohelisk, resting on a massive square 
sarcophagus, upon a plain bold pedestal with double 
plinth and steps. 

On a white marble tablet, inserted into the front 
of the sarcophagus, is this much admired inscription 
by the late Doctor Fisher, of Quebec: 

MORTEM. "'RTUS. I'O}Dl[';"EM. 

FAMAM. HISTORIA. 

!I/oNUMENTUM. POSTERITAS. 

DEDIT. 

while on its right or southern face, in large bronze 

• Address of His Excellency Lord DALHOUSIE, at the Jayillg of the 
firl!t stone of the monument. 
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letters, is mel'ely the word WOLFE; and on the 
opposite side, in similal' characters, the name 
MONTCALM, 

Beneath, upon the pedestal: 

Hujusee 
Monumenti ill memoriam "irorum ilIuslrium 

WOLFE et ~IO:\,TCALl\I, 
Fundamentum p. r. G,-orgills Comes de Dalhousie, 

In 8eptentrionalibus Ameriere partibu. 
Ad Britannos pertinentibus 

Sllmmam rerum administrans 
(Quid duci egregio com'enientius ?) ; 

Auctoritate promovens, exemplo stimuians, 
l\IllnificentHt fovens, 

Die Novembris XY. MDCCCXXVII. 

Georgi IV. Britanniarum Regr. 

TRANSLATION. 

TO 

'WOLFE A~D MONTCALM, 
YALOUR GAVE A COl\DION DEATH; 

HISTORY, F.UIE; 

POSTERITY, A l\IONUMENT, 

On the 15th of Novemher 1827, 
In the reign of 

GEORGE THE FOURTH, 

King of Great Britain, 
The first stone of this Monument, 

In memory of 
The illustrious heroes 

WOLFE AND MONTCALM, 
Was laid by 

GEORGE, EARL OF DALHOUSIE, 

Governor-General of the British Possession 
In North America 

(What act more becoming an eminent Soldier?); 
Who by his influence promoted, 

By his example encouraged, 
And by his munificence contributed to 

Its erection. 
E2 





A PPBN DIX. 

No. 1. 

.. Louis Joseph, ~Iarquis de l\lontcalm de St. Veran, lieu­

tenant-general, naquit au chateau de CaudillI.', pres de NitneB, 
en 1 H2. Sa famille, originaire du Rouerque, joint ordinaire­
ment a son nom celui de Gozon.* L'education du :\Iarquis de 
St. Y';ran fut confiee, ainsi que celle de son Frere alne, enfant 

cclebre,t aux soins de Dumas, l'inventeur du bureau typo-

... La famille de Montcalm joint ordinairement a SOli nom .. ~Iui de 
Oozon, sous lequel elle s'iIIustra au quatorzieme siede; Ie grand.maitre 
de I'ordre de St. Jean de Jeru.alem, qui obtint ectte di~·nite pour avoir 
delivre l'i1e de Rhodes d'un dragon qui la ravageoit. Les grallds bois 
de la terre d~ GOZOII, \'endu domainalement, portent encore Ie nom de 
Dragollllieres, d'apres la traditiun que e'est I" que Ie ehel'alier Dieu. 
DOllne exer~oit ses ('hiens " la poursuite d'un dragoll artificiel avant 
d'attaquer celui que rlesoloit l'i1e de Guzon. La me me tradition de la 
lamille ;\Iontealm a consen'e Ie nom du fidele dumestique qui arcum­
pagna ce heros; iI se nomllla Roustan. On grava sur son tom beau 
cette courte inscription, • Draconis E.vtinctor.' Plusieurs critiques ont 
cherehe a jeter des doutes sur Ie com hat de Gozon. On peut voir dan. 
Ie Dictionnaire de Chaufepie les raisons qu'on leur oppose, tirees de 
I'existence de serpents monstreux, proul'e par I'accord des historiens 
anciens, et par les recits des voyageurs, comme par Ie temoignage de, 
monumens contemporains, des Chrolliques de I'ordre de Maltc, et CII­
lin d'une tapisserie sur laquelle est represent" Ie memorable cum bat d(' 
Oozon." Biograpltie ['nit'erselie, art. OUZOII. 

t .. Le frere alne de Montalm, J~an Louis Pierre Elisabeth de Mont­
calm de Candiac, etoit un enfant celebre, qui attira I'attention et les 
hom mages des savants a Nlmes, "Montpellier, a Grenuble, "Lyons, a 
Paris. Sa vie n'eut que sept ans dp duree, et cependant outre sa langue 
maternelle qu'i1 connoisRait par principes, il avoit des notions assez 
avancees de Latin, de Orec, et d'Hebreu, il possedoit toute I'arithme­
tique, s:\voit la fable, Ie blason, la geographic et plusieurs partie. 
importantes de I'histoire sacree et profane, :lncicnne et moderne. II 
etoit I'eleve de Dumas aussi bien que son frere; sa mort fut rausee par 
uoe hydropisie de cerveao." Biograpllie Universelle, art. Candiac. 
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graphiquc. Quoiqu'il fut sorti it l'age de quatorze ans des 
mains de cet habile instituteur, pour entrer dans la carriere 
militaire, il avoit si bien profite de ses le<;ons qu'il conserva Ie 
gout de l'etude jusque dans Ie tumulte des camps; et l'etendue 
de ses connaissances justifia son ambition et son esperance 
d' etre admis a I' Academie Royale des inscriptions et belles­
lettres de Paris. II lle vecut pas assez pour jouir de cette 

honneur. 
"Sa vie militaire a jete Ull grand eclat. II se distingua 

des les premiers pas dans la carriere, re<;ut trois blessures it la 
bataille de Plaisance, et deux au funeste combat d'Exilles (ou 
de I' Assiette). II etoit alors colonel d'infanterie. De,enu 
brigadier il passa dans la ca,alerie et fut fait mestre de-camp 
d'un regiment de SOli nom. Marechal-de-camp en li56 il 
alia commander en chef les troupes chargees de la defense des 
colonies Framiaises dans I' Ameriqne Septentrionale." 

Biographie Universelle, art. Montcalm. 

No. II. 

Extract from "Leitl'es de M. Ie MaI'quis de Montcalm a 
JIM. de Bel'ryer et de la Mole, 1 i5i-1 i5!), Lond"ea, 1 in." 

"MONSIEUR ET CHER COUSIN, 

" Me voici, depnis plus de trois mois, aux prises avec M. 
Wolfe: il ne cesse jour et nuit de bombarder Quebec, avec 

• une furie qui n'a gueres d'exemple dans Ie siege d'une place 
qu'on veut prendre et conserver. II a deja consume par Ie 
feu presque toute la basse ville; une grande partie de la 
haute est ecrasee par les bombes. Mais ne laissa-t-il pierre 
sur pierre, il ne viendra jamais a bout de s' emparer de cette 
capitale de Ia colonie, tandis qu'il se contentera de l'attaquer 
de la rive opposee, dont nous lui avons abandonne 1& posses-
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slOn. Aussi apres trois mois de tentative, n'est il pas plus 

avnnce dans son dessein qu'nu premier jour. II nous ruine, 

mais il ne s'enrichit pas. La campagne n'a gucres plus d'un 

mois a durer, It raison du voisinnge de I'automne-terrible 

dans ces parages pour une flotte, par les coups de vent qui 

regnent constamment et periodiquement. 

" II semble qu'apl'es un si heureux prelude, la conservation 
de la colonie est presque assureE'. II n'en est cependant rien : 

la prise de Quebec depend d'un coup de main. Les Angillis 
sont maltres de la riviel'e: ils n'ont qu'lt efi'ectuer une descente 
sur la rive, ou cette ville, sans fortifications et sans defense, 

est situee. Les '!"oila en etat de me presenter la bataille! que 

je ne pourrai plus refuser, et que je ne devrai pas gagneI'. 

M. Wolfe, en efi'et, s'il en tend son metier, n'a qu'a essnyer 
Ie premier feu, venir en suite a grand pas sur mon armee, faire 

a bout partant sa decharge, mes Canadiens, sans discipline, 
sourds It la voi:;: du tambour, et des instrumens militaires, 
deranges par cet escarre, n's<;auront plus reprendre leurs 
rangs. lis sont ailleurs sans bayonettes pour repondre a 

celles de l' ennemi: il ne leur reste qu' a fuir, et me voila, 
batu sans ressource. Y oila ma position! Position 
bien facheuse pour un general, ct qui me fait passer de bien 
terribles momens. La connaissance que yen aye m'a fait 
tenir jusqu'ici sur la defensive, qui ro' a reussi: mais rcus­
sira-t-elle jusqu' it la fin? Les cvcnemens en decideront! :\lais 
une assurance que je puis vous donner; c'est, que je ne 
survivrois pas probablement la perte de la colonie. II est des 
situations ou il ne reste pins a un general, que de perir avec 
honneur: je crois y etre: et sur ce point je crois que jamais 
Ia posterite n'aura rien a rep rocher a ma memoire. Mais si la 
Fortune decide de rna vie, elle ne decidera pas de mes senti­
mens-ils sont Fran<;ois, et ils Ie seront, jus que dans Ie tom­
beau, si dans Ie tom beau on est encore quelque chose! Je 
me consolerai du moins de rna defaite, pt de la perte de la 
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colonie, par l'intime persuasion 00. je suis, que ceUe defaite 

1'audroit un jour 11 rna patrie plus qu'une victoire, et que Ie 

vainqueur en s'aggrandissant, trouveroit un tombeau dans son 

aggrandissement meme. 

"Ce que j'advance ici, mon cher cousin, vous paroitra un pa­

radox; mais un moment de reflex ion politiqlle, un coup d'reil 

sur la situation des choses en Amerique, et la verite de mon 

opinion, brillera dans tout son jour. Non, mon cher cousin, les 

hommes n'obeissent qu'1\ la force et 1\ la necessite ; c'est 1\ dire, 

que quand ils voyent arme devant leurs yeux, un pouvoir tou­

jours pret, et toujours suffisant pour les y contraindre, ou quand 

la chaine de leurs besoins leur en diete la loi. Hors de 111 point 

de joug pour eux, point d' obeissance de leur part; ils sont a 
('ux; ils ,"ivent lib res, parce qu'ils n'ont rien au dedans, rieu 

au dehors, qui II'S oblige iI se d':pouiller de eette liberte, qui 

est Ie plus bel appanage, la plus precieuse prerogative de l'hu­

manite. Voila les hommes !-et sur ce point les Anglois, soit 

)l3r I'cdueation, soit par sentiment, sont plus hommes que II'S 

sutres: La gene de la contrainte leur deplait plus qu'it tout 

autre: il leur faut respirer un air libre et degage; sans eela ilg 

sont hors de leur clement. Mais si ce sont Iii les Anglois de 

l'Europe, c'est encore plus les Anglois d' Amerique. Uue 

grande partie de ces colons sont les enfans de ces hommes qui 

s'expatrierent dans ces temps de trouble, ou I'ancienne Angle­

terre, en proye anx divisions, ctoit attaquee dans ses privileges 

et droits, et allerent chercher en Amerique une terre, ou ils 

puissent vivre et monrir libres, et prpsqu'independents; et ces 

en fans n' ont pas deg.:nen:s des senti mens republicains de leurs 

peres. D'autres sont des hommes, ennemis de tout frein, de 

tout dssujetissement, que Ie gouvernement y a transporte pour 

leurs crimes. D'autres, enlin, sont un ramas de difi'erentes 

nations de l'Europe, qui tienneut tres peu 11 l'anciellne Angle­

terre par Ie clEur et Ie sentiment, tous en general ne se souciellt 

guhes du roi ni du parlement d' Angleterre. 
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" Je les connois bien, non SUI' des rapports etrangers, IIwi, 

sur des correspondances, et des informations secretes, qne j'ai 
moi-meme menages, et dont un jour, si Dieu me prete vie, je 
pourrais faire usage a l'avantage de rna patrie. Pour surcroit 
de bonhenl' pour enx, tous ces colons sont parvenus dalls un 
etat tres florissant; ils sout nombreux ('l riches; ils recuillent 
dans Ie sein de leur patrie, toutes les llecessites de lu \·i~. 

L'ancienne Angleterre a etc assez sutte, et assez dupe, pOll\' 

leur l!lisser ctablir chez eux les arts, les metiers, les manufac­
tures; c'est a dire, qu'elle leur a laisse briser la chaine dl' 
besoins, qui les lioit, qui les attachoit a elle, et qui les fait 
dependants. Anssi toutes ces colonies Angloises auroient de­
puis long temps secoue Ie joug, chaque province auroient 
forme nne petite republique independante, si la crainte de voir 
les Fran<;ois a leur porte n'avoit ete un frein, qui les avoit 
retenu. Maitres pour maitres ils Ollt prefere leur compatriotes 
anx etrangers, prenant cependant pour maxime, de n'obeir 
que Ie moins qn'ils pourroient; mais que Ie Canada vint it 

etre conqnis, et que les Canadiens et ces colons ne fussent plus 
qu'un seul peuple, et la premiere occasion, ou l'ancienne An­
gleterre sembleroit toucher Ii leurs interHs, croiez-vous, mon 
cher cousin, que colons obeiroient? Et qu'auroient-ils a 

craindre, en se revoltant? 

* * * * * * 
"Je ne pnis cependant pas dissimuler que l'ancienne An­

gleterre avec un peu de bonne politique pourroit toujours se 
reserver dans les mains une ressource toujours prete pour 
mettre a la raison ses anciennes colonies. Le Canada consi­
dere dans lui-me me, dans ses richesses, dans ses forces, dans 
Ie nombre de ses habitans, n'est rien en comparaison du con­
globat des colonies Angloises; mais la valeur, l'industrie, la 
fidelite de ses habitans, y supplie si bien, que depuis plus d'un 
siecle ils se battent avec avantage cOlltre toutes ces colonies: 
dix Canadiens sont suffisants contre cent colons Anglois. 

F 
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L'expcrience journali~re prouve ce fait. Si l'ancienne Angle­

terre, aprcs avoir conquis Ie Canada sc;avoit se l'attacher par Ia 

politique des bien faits, et se Ie conserver a elle seuIe, si elle Ie 

laissoit a sa religion, a ses Ioix, a son Iangage, a ses cOlltumes, 

11 sou ancienne gouvernement, Ie Canada, divise dans tons ces 

points, d' avec Ies ant res colonies, formerait toujours un pays 

isol6, qui n'entreroit jamais dans leurs interets; 

mais ce n'est pas Hl la politique Brittanique. Les Anglois 

font-ils une conquMe, il faut qu'ils changC'nt la constitution 
du pays, ils y portent leur loix, leur coutumes, &c. &c. 

Voila les Canadiens transformes en politiques, en ncgocians, ell 

hommes infatues d'une pnftendue liberlt-, qui chez la populace 

tient souveut en Angleterr" de la licence, et de la nardin . 
Je suis si sur de ce que j'ecris, que je ne donnerais pas dix 

ans apr~s la conqu te de Canada pour en voir l'accomplisse­
ment. 

"Voila ce que, comme Franc;ois, me console aujourd'hui 

dn danger emineut que conrt ma patrie, de voir cette colonie 
perdue pour elle. 

H Du camp devant Quebec, Jan. 

H ;\Io~TC'.\LM." 

:\ u. III. 

H The plan of the enemy's operations, was to act entirely 

upon the defensive. :\1. de Yaudreuil was the Governor­
General of the Province; and M. de Montcalm was Com­

mander-in-Chief of the Land Forces. The former being a 

Captain in the navy, knew very little of military matters; 
between whom and ;\1. de Montcalm there was not a thorongh 

good understanding; consequently they were seldom of the 
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same opinion in council. The French General readily judged 
from whence our operations were likely to begin against the 
city of Quebec; and proposed, in a Council of war, that a 
detachment of four thousand men, with a proper train of 
artillery, should be strongly intrenched at Point Levi; and 
that other works should be constructt'cl, higher up the coun­
try, at certain distances, for the troops to retire to, in case 
their works at the Point should be forced. But:\1. de Vau­
dreuil overruled this most excellent plan, and insisted, that, 
though we might demolish some hOllses in the city of Quebec 
with our shells, we could not bring our Cannon to bear upon 
the city, across the river, so as to injure the defences of the 
place: it was therefore his firm opinion, that it was their duty 
to stand upon the defensi\·e with their whole force on the 
north side of the bason, and not to ,Ii vide it on any account 
whatever. To this plan, M. de Montcalm was obliged to 
conform; and he made no detachments from his army, but 
such as were absolutely necessary from the different move­
ments made by General Wolfe."-Nal'al and Military Me­
moirs of Great Britain, from 1727 to 1790, by ROBT. 
BEATSON, Esq. (formerly an Officer of the Royal Engineers), 
London, 1790. 

Xo. IY. 

" At the period of which we are now speaking, the marquis 
de Montcalm, oyer whose energies old age threw no damp, * 
occnpied Quebec and the districts immediately contiguous, 
with an army of 10,000 or 12,000 men: of these, 5,000 were 
regular troops; the remainder, militia and Indians,-not 
perhaps equal, for some services, to their more seasoned 

'" He was only in his 48th year. R. S. B. 

F2 



comrllllcs, but still far from despicable, more especially in 
desultory warfare. Anticipating the enterprise which now 
began to develope itself, he had formed his plan of campaign 
with singular judgment and skill. While he contented him­

self with observing general Amherst, and throwing as many 
impediments in the way of his advance as 3,000 or 4,000 men 
could create, he drew together the mass of his army in the 

capital, and distributed it so as to render any attempt at an 
investment, either from the one side or the other, in the 
highest degree perilous, not to say impracticable. Not satis­
fied with putting die city itself in the best state of defence, 
he threw up a series of entrenchments on the west; which, 
extending over a space of eight miles, formed a long yet de­
fensible line between the outworks attached to the place and 
the Montmorency River. By this means he obviated all 
danger of a landing below the town, except at a point beset 
with difficulties the most gigantic, where the invaders would 

find themselves opposeJ, on the edges of the two deep and 
rapiJ streams, ere they could succeed in drawing a parallel 
against the city itself. Nor, though the anticipation of risk 
on the other side was by many degrees less vivid than here, 
uid he show him~elf careless in providing against the attempts 
of all enterprising auyersary: Montreal was occupied in force; 
while a corps of 2,000 men, encamped about twenty miles 
above Quebec, between the Jaques Cartier River and Point 
aux Trembles, stood ready to take in reverse any force which 
might effect a debarkation in that direction. Such were the 
dispositions of Montcalm; liable to some objections, doubt­
less, inasmuch as they imposed upon him the necessity of 
acting on a stage too extensive for his means; yet exhibiting, 
on the whole, marks of great judgment, and presenting a 
very formidable front to the chief who was now called upon 
to derange them. 

-" The arrival of the British fleet in the mouth of the St. 
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Lawrence was no sooner communicated to Montcalm, than, 
leaving a sufficient garrisoll in Quebec, he marchl'd with all 

his disposable force, and took up a position at Beauport, be­
tween the St. Charles and the Montmorency. The latter he 
was content, for a while, to observe wilh his outposts merely, 
covering them, however, with a redoubt and breastworks; hut 
the debarkation of the English on lie Orleans produced an 
anticipation of attack from below, and he moved onwards, so 
as to present a strong front e,'en there. 

* * * * * * 
" While Wolfe was thus maturing and carrying iuto effect 

one of the hardiest enterprises in military history, Montcalm, 
his able and vigilant adversary, was, by the skilful disposi­
tions of the fleet, kept anxions and uneasy at Beauport.. The 
splash of oars was heard in various directions, bnt particularly 
about the mouth of the Montmorency and abo,-e it; the 
lighter vessels shifted their stations so as to approach the 
shore; and an incessant cannonade ploughed up the beach, 
apparently with the view of clearing a space for the debarka­
tion of troops. This went on throughout the whole of the 
night, the general every moment expecting that some des­
perate effort would be made to storm his lines; when, just 
as the sky began to redden, his delusion was at once and 
painfully dispelled. A horseman from the town came in at 
full speed, with intelligence that the English were landed. He 
was followed soon afterwards by certain fugitives from the 
spot where the debarkation actually took place; and the 
French camp became, ere long, a scene of indescribable com­
motion, not unmixed with dread. In the latter feeling, Mont­

calm himself never for an instant partook. He gave his orders 
coolly and deliberately; and within the space of half an hour 
the whole army was in fnll march across the St. Charles River, 

towards the Heights of Abraham. 
" It is not our province to speak either in praise or other-
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wise of Ih,· mallY amI brilliant ~en'ic('s performed by the 

manluis of ,\I"lItrallll. Every reader of history must be 

aware, that, among all the able perSOllS appointed by the 
French gOH'rnllH'nt to preside owr the destinies of their 
transatlantic possessions, Montcalm stauds preeminent for his 

talent and zeal; that he supported the honour of the mothcr­
country Jilfing a period of unexampled difficulties; while, at 
the same time, he advanced the interests of the colonies, and 
cOllciliatpd tLeir affections, without in any degree lowering 

the dignity of the office which he held: even the arduous 
and dispiriting campaign in which he was now engaged had 
hitherto been admirably conducted; for, if we except the 
s,)litary error into which he fell by detaching a corps too far 
to his rear, and, perhaps, the mistake, for it deserves no 
harsher term, of seeking to defend the Montmorency, all his 
dispositions would seem to have been made with equal skill 
and foresight. lIe was now about to commit a grievous and 
fatal errol'; forgetful of the policy which had hitherto guided 
him, that of defensive warfare, he put his columns in motion 
for the avowed purpose of bringing the English to battle; 
thus playing the game which his adversary wished him to 
play, and had long and ardently striven to bring about. 

* * * * * * 
"Such was the order in which Wolfe stood to receive the 

attack, which was not slow in developing itself, and which, in 
point of arrangement and vigour, proved not unworthy of the 
reputation which the marquis de Montcalm had previously 
earned. 

* * * * * * * 
"His dispositions for a battle, in which he ought never to 

have engaged, were as judicious and able as could be: throw­
ing a mass of tirailleurs before him, he engaged the light 
troops of the English, whom he drove back with preeipita­
ti:>n upon the line; and then, pushing forward a heavy 



column towards his own right, compelled Wolfe to whet'l back 
three battalions, as it is called, en )lotence. This done, he 
silently withdrew his people by the rear, under cover of the 

skirmishers, whom he largely reinforced: and, forming line 

to the left, came down with great impetuosity upon the 
irregulars of Wolfe's army which occupied his right. But. 

Montcalm, if he calculated 011 the inefficacy of this force, 
mistook the people with whom he had to deal: they nobly 
did their duty; nor could all the efforts of the enemy, though 

made with a courage truly chivalrous, produce the slightest 
effect upon their order or firmness. 

" It has been stated that the French masked all their for­
mations, and concealed their grand advance under the galling 
fire of a numerous body of skirmishers. Before these the 
light infantry of the British army soon gal'e wa)', and came 
in upon their supporters with such haste, as to create some­
thing like a feelin~ of dismay among the troops stationed in 
the rear. 'Yolfe saw this, and hastened to obviate the el'il 
consequences likely to accrue from it: he rode along the line; 
encouraged them to stand firm; assured them that the light 
infantry only obeyed their instructions; and exhorted them 
not to return a shot till the enemy should have arrived within 
forty yards of the muzzles of their pieces. The effect of this 
proceeding was electrical: raising a shout, the men held their 
ground with muskets shouldered, as if on parade, while the 
French continued to press onwards, throwing in an incessant 
but irregular fire, which occasioned a severe loss to the troops 
opposed to it. But they had no sooner come within forty 
yards of the British line, than the state of affairs underwent 

a striking and instantaneolls change: a 'miley passed from 
right to left, of which the effects were for a moment llnno­
ticed, by reason of the dense smoke which followed the dis­
charge, but which, so soon as the breeze had dispersed this 
covering, was seen to have taken effect ill a degree hardly 
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paralleled in modern warfare. Huge gaps appeared in the 
enemy's line: the ground in the rear was crowded with per­
sons withdrawing from the combat; and eyen such as had 
neither themselves receil'ed a wound, nor were employed in 
conveying their wounded comrades to a place of safety, 
wavered and stood still, like men irresolute. Wolfe saw how 
matters were going, and hastened to improve the effect pro­
(lueed; he was in the act of cheering his men to a charge, 
when a musket ball struck him in the wrist and hurt him 
severely; he tied his handkerchief about the wound, and 
again pressed forward, when a second ball took effect in his 
belly. Even now he exhibited no symptoms of pain, but 
continued with the utmost coolness to issue his orders; when 
a third shot pierced his breast, and he fell to the ground."­
Lives of the Most Eminent British Military Commanders, 
by the Rev. G. R. GLEIG, vol. ii., London, 1832. 


