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Daniel ii. 35.-" Then was the iroll, the clay, the brass, the sil1:el', 
and the gold, broken to pieces togetlttl", alid became like tlte eltaf of 
tlte slimmer tltresking-ftool'S / alid the wind calTieel tltem aU'a.1l, 
tltat no place '!Cas found fur tltem: and the stolle that smote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the whole ew·tlt." 

As the mass of those to' whom I address myself are probably 
well acquainted with the merits of this Soeiety, and friendly to 
its objects, it will hardly be necessary to state the claims which 
it has on our support. I shall therefore endeavour to lay before 
you the thoughts which arise in my o\vn mind, when I look at 
the question of the evangelization of the world through such 
means as seem to be in operation at the present moment, 
and with the management of which God has for the time 
entrusted us. 

If any oIfe will examine the history of the world, as a whole, 
he will discover that it is composed of' mere fragments of the 
history of some particular nations, whose circumstances have for 
the time given them a more prominent place in the records of 
the globe. 

The earliest profane history extends not to one-half the pcriod 
which has elapsed since the creation of the world. The. exist­
ence of the larget' portion of the globe's surface hall (\nly been 
ascertained within these few hundred years. If' anyone will 
divide the space of time which has elapsed since the Creation, 
into pet'iods' of a thousand years each, and hf,l>ving a map of the 
world before his mind's eye, will consider how much of thc his, 



xxiv ANNIVERSARY SERMON, 

tory of each of these portior;s is. known, h~ will ~t once see~ th~t 
the part known is as nothmg m comparIs~n wIth th.at wInch IS 

unknown-that the history of the world IS, as I smd before, a 
mere fraO'ment of the history of some particular nations, whose 
circumst~nces have for the time given them a more prominent 
place in the records of the globe.. . 

That which is preserved to liS IS complete, If regarded as the 
history of Christianity. T~e hist~ry of ou~ holy relig~on is per­
fect-i. e. we know all that 13 reqmred to gIVe us the full benefit 
of historical evidence with reO"arel to the truth of Christianity. 
The ancient history of China °may be very curious, but it does 
not bear on the question of the truth of Christianity.- The his­
tory of thc nations who once inhabited •. America is un~nown, 
but it does not bear on the great quesLlOn, and the wmd has 
carried it away. ",Vhile the Jews were the precursors of Chris­
tianity, their history is recorded. 'Vhen they ceased to be the 
Church of the living God, no place is found for them, their 
hi~torv is involved in obscurity. 

In this O"eneral examination of history there appear to me to 
be two fe~tures clearl.y discoverablc in every part-two prin­
ciples :-

1st, That Goel governs the whole; and, 
2dly, That Goel effects His purposes through the instrumen­

tality of man. Human beings do effect that which takes place. 
Cyrus did conquet· the Assyrians; did restore the Jews. It 
was his doing-his will; yet Cyrus was an instrument in the 
hand of God. Cyrus was a free moral agent in all he did; 
responsible for what he did; intending to do that which he 
attempted to do, and ans.werable for what he did. 

God has, through prophecy, given us evidence that the work 
is His work, done by His ordinance; and we learn from history 
that man is the doer of it. Cause and effect follow each other 
in the history of the Jews, with as great a certainty as in tJ1e 
history of any other people. E. g. The want of a fixed govern'­
ment during the earlier period of their history, led them into o-reat 
irregularities: "they worshipped false gods," and theil~ sins 
,exposed them to the oppression of neighbourinc.. nations. Thev 
ofhmded against Goc1,-were punished; they rlpented, turned t"6 
G?d,. all(~ 'yere delive~ec1; in ~he same way that in our own days 
the IrrelIgIOn of a nelghbourlng COHntry has led to her misfor­
tu,*es; nnc1 we II'ust pray God that :thc prosperity of France mll-Y 
be'red~rec1 byth~ reestablishment of/religion. So again, the forced 
('Xpe'ndlture wbc:h took place in:.the days of Kino- Solomon 
made the people suffer from exc~sive taxation: j~ the same 
way tl.mt the dist.m-bed state of Europe forced England'into an 
cxcesslV§l expenr.hnlre, and a consequent,suffering from taxation; 
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such as we are now labouring under. In the history of the 
Jews, as given to us in the Bible, we cannot fail to see the hand 
of the Lord. But can any reasonable man doubt that the 
Almighty is equally governing the world now? and yet it is 
clear that God leaves us to become the instrumental causes of 
our own prosperity or of our chastisement. 

The words of my text contain a prophecy, probably the most 
.extensive which was ever delivered, viz. concerninO' the Five 
Empires. The four first were, for the time, the l'l;lers of the 
world. The history of the Assp'ians is important, because they 
were the rod by \1'hicll the Almighty chastised the Jews. The 
importance of the history of Persia consists, not in the extent of 
its territory, not in that it conquered the Assyrians, but in that 
it restored the Jews, and became the instrument of rebuilding 
that Temple in which the Saviour of the world was to teach. 

Of the history of Assyria we know scarcely anything, except 
from the Bible, whatever discoveries may be hereafter made. 
'Ve have some records of the Persians from profane sources; but 
what is it which renders their history more valuable than that 
of the Chinese or Americans, but that they were made the in·· 
stru~lents of the punishment and restoratiq.n of the Jews; anel, 
by means of this intercourse, the knowledge of tho one true 
God, the Maker of the universe, was in'some Q.cgrcc spread 
among the governing nations of the world? 

Doubtless Alexander esteemed himself the gr,eatest of the 
great; and, as far as human glory i~ conccmed, ·1\'e may assign 
to him the palm of greatness. The Greeks were' probably the 
most polished people who ever existed. They spread their lan­
guage, and their arms, beyond the limits previously reached by 
any other people of antiquity. But what is the office which we 
must assign them, in the history of the world!' They, too, took 
a share in the preparation which Heaven was making for the 
diffusion of Christianity. They spread their language, probably 
Hie most perfect language which the sons of men ever llsed, in 
oruel' to prepare the way for that religion which was to be taught 
in Greek, and in which the'authorized documents were to be 
drawn up in that language. The translation of' the Old Testa­
ment into Greek, placed the sacred volume within the reach of 
those to whom it would otherwise have remained a sealed book . 
.A,:nd the commercial privileges granted by Alexander and his suc­
r..eSSOl·S to the Jews as a people, tended probably more than any 
9ther cause to establish them in every city where a Im'ge popu­
,lation was ass~mbled. The Jews, in their dispersed state, 
'gradually became the brokers of the world, as they are, more or 
,less, now. And,the establishment of a synagogue in eyery city, 
I'where they l'C$ided in any numbers, called the attention of' the 
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more civilized portions of the world, to an acquaintance with 
the religion which they professed, and which differed from that 
of every other people. God made use of the Greeks then to 
el'tablish an universallanguage,-to translate the Old Testament 
into that language,-to disperse the Jews, ~nd throug~ them to 
display the worship of the one true God 111 every CIty where 
commerce had brought together a large number of people. 

And what was the task assigned to the Romans? Theyac­
complished two purposes: 1st, They opened the way for the 
preaching of Christianity by their conquests and universal 
dominion: they prepared the high road by which Christianity 
was to travel: and, 2dly, By their religious latitudinarianism 
they afforded to the preachers of thc new religion such a hearing 
as they would hardly have otherwise obtained. After the death 
of Alexander, when his empire was divided into four heads, the 
war" carried on by these rival powers prevented that facility of 
communication which was best suited for the preaching of 
Christianity; but the iron rule of Roman conquest enabled the 
preacher of Christ crucified to visit the western as well as the 
eastern ehores of the Mediterranean, and to proceed t<l the 
islands bevond. At the same time, their indifference, as to reli­
gious wo;'ship, let! them to listen to whatever the preacher 
advanced. The Jews would have murdered St. Paul; Felix 
li:;tcned to him; and the authority of Felix compelled the Jews, 
and enabled others to Ileal' what St. Paul had to advance. 

The conduct of GalEo is frequently misunderstood. As a 
ma,:,;istrate, he would not interfere. If the Jews chose to dispute 
among thcmselvc~, it was not important to him: provided Jews 
ami Christians-tor to him it was only a difference of names­
would not interfere with the political worship which Rome 
sanctioned, hc would not prevcnt them from disputing amonO" 
thcmselves. -While, to the eye of the Roman, Christianity m~ 
despised, so long did the Romans enable the preachers of Chris­
tianity to go on in peace. But when the diffusion of the true 
religion seemed destined to silence every false worship, the lati­
tudinarian Roman persecuted the Christian. Roman ju~tice 
would not allow the Jew to persecute the Christian; yet Rome 
committed violence on the preacher, when the truths which he 
promulgatcd appeared likely to silence latitudinarian indifference. 
~o~l employed this persecution to purify his Church, to spread 
Its mfiuence, and to pave the way for, the general acceptance of 
the truth. Then earthly prosperity created abuses, and the Al­
mighty punished the sins of His people by the spread of internal 
conuption8, and the external conquests of Mahomet. 

I have entered more at length into an examination of the 
Instruments by which it pleased God to carry out the preaching 
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Qf the Gospel, because I think I see the same instruments com­
mitted to us, as a people, in the present day-that the influences 
which the fOUl' empires were destined to exercise in establishing 
the fifth, are all, to a great extent, concentered in ourselves;­
that the earthly power which supports the Church of EnO'bnd, 
and gives human energy to its operations, partakes of e~ch of 
the peculiarities which have been before mentioned: not indeed 
exclusively confined to us, but granted in an eminent degree. 
The special task assigned to the two first empires was that of 
diffusing over the then known world, the knowledge of the ex­
istence of a true religion. Now, the political superiority pos­
sessed by Christianity has effected this object. There can hardly 
exist a people in the world, who do not know that there is such 
a religion as Christianity, and that its professors are the most 
enlightened, as well as governing portion of mankind. 

The specimens of Christianity brought before the heathen 
may not always be favourable. The vices of Christians may 
prejudice the minds of the heathen against receiving the religion 
of Jesus; but the external circumstances of the world force them 
to know that there is such a religion as that of Christianity, and 
ought to compel Christians to think of our .responsibility. In a 
human point of view, the influence exerted by Christians of the 
present day combines all that was created by the intercourse be­
tween the Jews, Assyrians and Persians. Cyrus doubtless felt 
himself to be an agent in the hands of the true God. The preser­
vation of Daniel and the three children, showed the Chaldeans 
that there was a God; but whatever moral or religious superi­
ority theJew possessed, he had no political superiority. 'Whereas, 
no hel\then nation can now doubt the worldly superiority of Chris­
tians. 1Ye exeel in war, in trade, and in the ordinary arts of life. 
If a civilized inhabitant of Asia, were brought into close contact 
with English society, he would have every human inducement to 
believe that the religion of Christians partakes of the same su­
periority as he would observe to belong to every other branch of 
those thinO's ill which one people differ from another. 

I now t~rn to .our language, and regard the diffusion of it 
as one means among many, by which God is preparing a high 
road through which Chr.istianity may travel. If anyone will 
look at the space occupied on the globe's surface by the English 
language,-will trace its progress during the last fifty years, and 
mark how it is spreading-how many of those who must influ­
ence the world, are acquiring knowledge through reading' 
English, in Europe, in America, in Asia, to say not.hing of 
Africa, at the Nile, and Cape of Good Hope,-I concel\"e that 
he must be struck with the progress which has been, and is 
taking place. And in this we must rememuer that the work is 
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going on through t~e citizens of the United States Il;s much as 
throuO'h ourselves. That the two most busy and actlve people 
on ea~th, are necessarily engaged in this same task-that this 
-lanO'uaO'e probably contains as much or more theology,.particu­
larly p~actical theology, as any, or perhaps all other languages, 
and that they who study this language for mere secular purposes, 
are acquiring an instrument, by which they may also learn the 
revelation of God's will-that this language, as far as man can 
see, is likely to become a more universal language than ever 
llreviously existeu-and that it is, though inferior to the Greek, 
as a language, peculiarly well calculated for the distinct commu­
nication of ideas :-whoever will consider all this, may easily 
perceive a parallelism between us and the Macedonian empire, 
with reference to language, and see the finger of God in all that 
is taking place about it. 

The translation of the Scriptures into Greek was another 
task accomplished by this empire. But without dwelling on this, 
which is obvious, we must not overlook the immense extent to 
which the influence of this instrument is carried by the inven­
tion of printing. Not only has the Bible been prepared for 
distribution by being translated into a language which covers 
regions unknown and undiscovercd in the age of Alexander, but 
the word of Goel has, during our lives, been translated into a 
greater number of languages than the Greek ever knew of; and 
the habit of reauing, which the art of printing has established, 
multiplies the effect of this instrument. vVe must, it is true, 
regard it rather as the means for facilitating Missionary labours 
than as likely to produce any great effect of itself. When the 
attent.ion of the heathen has been called to Christianit;y, and 
they are themselves inquiring, its influence is very great, and 
calculated to produce a more permanent effect than any other 
means; but the mere distribution of copies of the Bible' among 
a people who were not ot~erwise prepared for its reception, 
has probably, by earnest mmds, been overrated, as a means of 
conversion. 

We now come to the Roman empire. One of the objects 
effected by it, was that facility of international communication 
which enabled the preacher to visit every land, and to obtain ~ 
hearing there. N o IV, to say nothing of' British dominion ex­
tending itself where Roman geographical knowledO'e never 
reached-to say nothing of au empire which God has "'O'iven us 
embrac~ng the s~co~d largest section of the h.u~l1an ~ace (th~ 
populatIOn of Chll1a IS the l".rgest, that of the Bl'ltlsh empire the 
second)-what a facility of communication docs commerce esta­
blish fo: the further~nce' of .the Gospel!. I am speaking of mere 
human InstrumentalIty, whICh may be either used, negle.ctetl, or 
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abused.· But what a high road by which Christianity may travel 
does commerce prepare! Look at what is taking place in this 
Q;reat city at this moment. Did Rome ever witness anything 
like this? 

Questions of this sort are often best illustrated by detail. If 
anyone will reckon, in his own mind, the different nations which 
visit London, and the ports and places where Englishmen are 
established, and are in ii'iendly communication with the people, 
the force ofthis argument will be more dearly seen. It is true that 
an Englishman may reside in China, and have daily intercourse 
with the natives, and yet be no preacher of Christianity, either 
directly or indirectly; but his neglect does not alter the nature 
of the instrument, as an instrument. That freedom for discus. 
sion which Roman latitudinarianism created, is to a certain 
degree produced now, by the prevalence of the same temper in 
the present day. It is not that human passions are less intole­
rant, but that the indifference of the mass will not tolerate 
violent interference. And that which may be a wrong state of 
mind in the individual, and lead him to call in question that 
which Almighty wisdom has revealed, may be employed by God, 
to induce the heathen to grant a hearing to the Christian teacher. 

The only external jnstrument possessed by the early Church 
which is not vouchsafed to us now, is that of' miracles; but it is 
not impossible that we may overrate the practical effect of 
miracles. 1Vhen the preachers of a new religion, come as the 
bearers of the revelation of the will of God, the only testimony 
on which they can claim attention, is that of some miraculous 
sign. 

God has always attested a new revelation of his will by this 
evidence. But as far as the conversion of the heart is concerned, 
miracles do not Eeem to have ever produced any very dccided 
effect. It is always true, "If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither would they be persuaded though one rose from 
the dead." So that taking into account the ahsence of miracles, 
and looking only at the external means which God has granted 
m,'and comparing them with thosc with which the Apostles and 
apostolic Fathers were provided, I cannot help believing that 
since the days of the Apostles there has never existed a period at 
which we might more reasonably anticipate an extension of 
Christianity. This generation can· hardly expect to witness its 
universal diffusion. We can hardly expect to see the knowledge of 
Christ cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea. But look­
ing at the diffrl'!;ion of Christianity whieh has taken place in 
the century and a half during which this Society has existed; 
remembering that when another hnnch'ed and fifty years shall 
have passed, the seventh millenary of the world ,rill have begun; 
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WllO can say that this approaching period may not be destined 
to sec the universal prevalence of Christianity? The two first 
millenaries were the patriarchal, and contain the history of 
Adam and Noah. The next two thousand years embrace the 
history of the Jews, and the family of Abraham. The fifth and 
sixth are the Christian period. Who can say that the seventh 
may not commence a new era? "Vho can say what changes in 
reli<rion the next hundred and fifty years may produce? It may 
see~ fanciful to talk of a week of millenaries, of seven periods 
of one thousand years each; but can anyone look at the present 
state of the world, and not see that alterations are now taking 
place, such as man never witnessed? And can we see this, and 
not look to the finger of God? Did God make use of Assyrians, 
and Per~ians, and l\Iacedonians, and Romans, to diffuse his 
truth, and does he not make use of us now? Can anyone look 
at such a question, and not see our national re"llOnsibility ?-our 
personal responsibility? The same instruments by which God 
worked of old, are yisibly committed to our hands. 1Ve may 
ourselves see the effects which they have produced during the 
present century. Consider what was the condition of our Church 
in the United States. 'Vhat was its condition in our own 
Colonies in the year 1800? And what i&, it now? Who can 
behold what has taken place under our own eyes, and not hope 
that the final consummation is drawing near? 

But the thought which overwhelms me, is that of the respon­
sibility of the Church to which we belong. In early life I 
always entertained strong and lively hopes that we were destined 
as a Church, to carry out the purposes of God's goodness, and 
to spread the religion of Christ over the whole world. I cannot 
help hoping so still. But the unhappy divisions which seem to 
me to characterise our times, fill me rather with fear, than allow 
me to entertain vcry strong hopes. There seems to be more 
danger lest our own eandlestick should be removed, than 
grounds for confidence tbat we shall be honoured by being made 
the successful messengers of Christianity. 

If we in England are each determined to carry out our own 
views, rather than to follow the prayer for unity which our 
blessed Saviour uttered-if we are each more anxious, more 
eager to establi~h our o\yn opinions, our ?wn prejudices perhaps, 
than to seek for that U~lty and peace whICh J CSIIS prayed for,­
who can say that the Just vengeance of God may not scatter 
our beloved Church into ten thousand divisions, rather than 
make the Church of England the messenger of universal peace? 
And, as far .as I can s.ee, the decisio~ ?~ this ques!ion depends 
on us of thIS g~nerah?n. If our (hYISlOnS go on mcreasing as 
they have been mcreasmg for the last twenty years, I see not 
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how anyone can hope that the unity of the Church can he 
established. If we as individuals, and as a body, seek Christian 
peace-if we try to draw as near to those who differ from us as 
our consciences will allow-if we seek conciliation, and not com­
promise, I see no reason why we may not be full of hope. But 
at the same time, I must confess that I, as yet, perceive no signs 
which would lead me to form an expectation that this will take 
place. I perceive no indications of approaching peace. Perhaps 
God may have better things in store for us, than we anticipate. 
Perhaps God may bring us to our senses by some severe clms­
tisement. Perhaps he may effect this without the intervention 
of any severity. God knoweth; but who can look at all this, 
and not see our l'esponsibility ? 

.1 firmly believe that God will, ere long, bring about the final 
spread of Christianity. The times and the seasons knoweth no 
man, but God will not allow the negligence or divisions of any 
Church to prevent His mercy. I cannot help still hoping, that 
we are destined to become the instrument of His mercy; but if 
we are to be so honoured, we must first become at peace among 
ourselves. 

" Oh, pray for the peace of .J erusalem. They shall prosper 
that love thee." It was on this day, this 18th of June, thirty­
six year;; ao'o, that God was pleased to grant that victory which 
procured f~r the world, a peace unrivalled in point of duration 
and extent. May He bestow on the Jubilee of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel, a peace more lasting, more uni­
versal-a peace which shall end in spreading over the globe 
the religion of the Prince of Peace. God's will be done. If 
there be not peace in the Church, there may, nevertheless, be 
peace in the souls of God's servants, in that Church: that peace 
which pas seth all understanding. May God grant peace to our 
POOl' distracted Church. God's will be done. May He at least 
errant peace to us, the members of that. Church; and if we dare 
~ot hope for peace on earth, may lIe grant us, peace in heaYen, 
throllgh J eSlls Christ our Lord. 
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1851. 

[ON entering upon the 151st year of the Society's operations, it has 

been thought desirable to deviate from the usual practice j and instead 
of furnishing a detailed account of the proceedings of the past year, to 
give a general outline of its history from its foundation to the present 
time.] 

THE Society for the Propagation of the Gospel received its 
Charter on the sixteenth day of .Tune, 1701. To provide for the 
ministrations of the Church of England in the ilriti"h Colonies, 
and to propagate the Gospel among the native inhabitants of 
those countries, were the two great objects of its incorporation. 
At the close, then, of the one hundred and fiftieth year from the 
foundation of the Society, it may be interesting to take a short 
l'eview of its labours, and of the results to which they have led. 
The history of Missions is an essential part of the history of the 
Church; and a simple account of the rise and progress of the 
oldest Missionary institution of the Church of England cannot 
be without interest to many readers, both within and without 
her communion. We shall, however, purposely confine ourselves 
to the more prominent points of the Society's history, referring 
such as may require more detailed information to the past 
Reports of the Society, and other publications. 

At the present time, when the formation of a new society is 
a matter of almost daily occurrence, and when there is so general 
a recognition of Missionary duty, we are in danger of forgetting 
the debt of obligation which we owe to the fathers and founders 
of the Society. Instead of appcaling to established principles 
and popular feeling, their less agreMble task was to remind the 
Church of her Lord's comlllission, and the duty, too long for­
gotten, which it .i.uvolved. Sad, indeed, is it to reflect that a 
"Church built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself beinO" the head corner-stone," should so 
long have overlooked, or pra~tically neglected, His last comma~d, 
)f preaching the Gospel to all nations. But without entermg 

C 
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into the cames which sefYe to account for, though they do not 
justify, this remissness, we shall be more profitably employed in 
recording, for lasting honour, the names of those worthies-few, 
but not um]i"tinguished-who, at the beginning of the last ccn­
tury, came forward to vindicate the Church of England from 
the sin and the shame of remaining any longer inattentivc to an 
important and undeniable duty. Perhaps the first place should 
in justice be a,signed to a private Clergyman, Iir. Thomas Bray. 
Three years before, that i~, in : 698, he had been mainly instru­
mental in establishing the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and now his experiencc as commissary in :\Iaryland 
had strengthened his comiction of the expediency of organizing 
an a8EOciation for the furtherance of religion in the Colonies. If, 
however, tbe disintere~ted zeal of Dr. Bray deserve especial 
notice, it mu,:t not be forgotten that it would most likely have 
prove,] unavailing wit\wut the sanction and encouragement of 
ArchLishop Tenison and Bishop Cumpton. 

Th<:re i" abullllant evidence that those who occupied tIle chief 
placcs in the Church at that time took a liyely interest in the 
project. The fil':.;t meeting, June 27, W[1S held in the library of 
Archbishop Tenison, and was attended hy several Bishops and 
distingui"hed Clergymen, as well as by some excellcnt laymen, 
among whom may be mentioned Sir John Chardin, Sir George 
Wheeler, and Mr. ~J elmoth. 

Before thc cnd of the ye.tr, that pattern of a loyal English 
Churchman, Robert -X elson, had joined the new Society; and 
soon afterwanls we find on the list of those who took part in its 
procecdin~s, the names of 'l'Vake, Potter, Beveridge, Burnet, 
Gibwn, Prideaux, and Thomas ·Wilson. 

After settling certain necessary preliminaries, the first business 
of the Society was to collect trustworthy information as to the 
actual state, in respect to education and rcligion, of the American 
Colonies. The reports thus obtained were for the most part 
melancholy and uiscouraging. Nothing could be more desultory 
and unsystematic than the first planting of those sett.lements. 
:Men of all relig:ons, amI of none-Puritans, Fifth-monarchy 
mcn, Papists, and Quakers-had all gone to seek in the New ,y orId a refllge from the real or fancied evils of the old. And 
with these there had been mixed the still morc numerous class 
of those who, with disappointed hopes, broken fortunes, or ruined 
characters, left home without regret, as feeling that almost any 
change of country and position would be a change for the better. 
From sllch a mixed and miscellaneous body of' settlers, orderly 
and devout religious communities could not be expected to arise, 
and the accounts sent to England represented some districts of 
the country as entirely destitute of the ministrations of religion, 
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and so ina manner abandoned to pl'actical nellthenism, while other 
distri?ts were distl'acted with almo>t every variety vf' strange 
doctrme. 
, ,!he first Missionary selected hy the Society was George 
KClth, a man remarkable for zeal and energy, not unmixed with 

, a certain originality of character. He Illld been a fellow-student 
with Bishop Burnet at Aherdcen; but won after takino- his 
degree, he left the Church uf Scotland. joined the Quakers~ lind 
went to P~nnsylvania. In course of time, however, he WaS 

convinced of the errors of Quakerism, and attached hilUf'elf to the 
Church of England. His activity, combined with the experience 
which he had formerly acquired of' the country, pointcd him out 
as well qualified for the ~ervice of the Society. He was, accord­
ingly, appointed, together with the Rev. Patrick Gordou, on a 
mi,sion of inquiry. They embarked for Boston in April 1702. 
Among their tellow-passengers in the" Centurion" wei e Colonel 
Dudley, Goyernor of X ew England, and Colonel Morris, Go­
vernor of Xew Jersey, from both of whom they met with 
sympathy and enconragement. But there was another person 
on board who was so much struck with :\11'. Keith'~ noLle under­
taking, that he volulJteered his services as the companion of his 
Missionary labours. This was J aIm Talbut, the Chaplain of the 
ship, who in due time received a ~Iissional'y appointment from 
the Society; while :Mr. Gordon, who had so ~trollgly recom­
mended him, was cut off by fatal sickness before he had time to 
give proof of his ministry. Keith and Talbot travelled very 
extensively through the northern and e:tstern provinces, preach­
ing, disputing with the nonconformi~ts of every denomination 
-especially the Quakers-and baptizing. 

In the first letter which he wrote, Nov. 1702, Talbot urged 
the necessity of appointing a Bi~hop; and in all his subsequent 
correspondence he pressed the same subject, often with a degree 
of vehemence, on the attention of the authorities at home. 

Happy, indeed, would it have been for the American Church 
had the timely advice of' this zealous Missionary been heeded; 
but the short-sighted policy of British Statesmen resisted the 
continued appeals and remonstrances of the Church as long as 
the Colonies remained in connexion with the mother country. 
The first year of their independence saw a Bishop exercising 
his functions in New England; and so rapid has been the sub­
sequent progress of the Church, that, at this time, the Episco­
pate of the United States exceeds in number that of the mother 
country. The first Report of the Society was issued in the 
year 1704, and has claims t~ be considered as a~ i~portant ~is­
torical document. After laymg the ground of MISSIOnary obhga­
tiona in our Lord's commission to his Apostles, and referringt() 

ell 
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the first great efforts for the propagation of the faith, the 
Report proceeds to give an account of the religious state of 
the North American Plantations, of three of the West Indian 

.Islands, and of the English congregations in the two Factories of 
Moscow and Amsterdam. Nothing could be more large and 
comprehensive than the designs of the Society; for, notwith­

. standing the urgent claims for Clergymen and Catechists from 
the scattered settlers of the English race, Missionaries were 
.sent for the instruction and conversion of the Iroquois and 
Yammonsea Indians. From the ,"cry first, therefore, the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel has been, as its 
very name implies, a distinctly Missionary Society. At one 
period, indeed, the conversion of heathen tribes was made the 
paramount object, and so peremptorily, as to risk the exclusion 
of pastoral ministrations to our countrymen altogether; for, at 
a meeting of the ~ociety held on the 28th of April, 1710, the 
following Resolutions were adopted :-

1. "That the design of propagating the Gospel in foreign 
parts does chiefly and principally relate to the con­
version of heathens and infidels: and therefore that 
branch of it ought to be prosecuted preferably to all 
others. 

2. " That in consequence thereof, immediate care be taken 
to send itinerant Missionaries to preach the Gospel 
amongst the six nations of the Indians, according to 
the primary intentions of the late King William of 
glorious memory. 

3. "That a stop be put to the sending any more l\1issionaries 
among Christians, except to such places whose Minis­
ters are or ~hall be dead, or removed: and unlcss it 
may consist with the funds of the Society to prosecute 
Loth designs." 

In an outline such as this we are obliged to pass by the 
incidents of Missionary enterprise with a general reference, 
ltnd must content ourselves with saying, that the two most 
remarkabl~ ::\lissionaries of those early times-namely, the Rev. 
George Keith and the Rev. John Talbot, associates in one 
itinerant commission, travelled, preached, and administered the 
Sacraments of the Church, throughout the vast extent of country 
lying between K ew Hampshire and North Carolina. Indeed, 
they traversed the greater part of those provinces twice; and 
the amollnt of labour and privation implied in such an under­
~akin.g, in the begin~ing of the last century, may be more easily 
1l1lagmed than de8cnbed. We cannot dismiss the Society's first 



1851.] HISTORICAL SUMMARY. xxxvii 

Report without extracting from it one remarkable notice. It 
stands as follows :-

" No B. Tltere are earnest addresses fi'om dh'ers parts 0/ tlte 
Continent and Islands adjacent, for a SUFFRAGAN to 'lJisit tlte 
several Chllrches: ordain some, confirm others, and bless all." 

It must be a subject of lasting reO"ret that so reasonable a 
desire W:lS not gratified. " 

Having thus described, with somewhat of detail, the rise and 
first proceedings of the Society, we must pass more rapidly over 
the subsequent periods of its history. 

Though occasional assistance in books and money was giyen 
to Jamaica, Antigua, Newfoundland, and other islamls, for four­
score years the great field of the Society's Missionary labour 
was the continent of North America. Shortly after the esta­
blishment of the Society, Missions were founded in Mas~a­
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island. New York, the Jerseys, 
Pennsylvania, and the Carolinas; and the Clergy who were 
sent to take charge of them were the only :\linisters of the 
Church of England in vast districts of country. Their lives are 
not of the kind that belong to history, but let it never be for­
gotten that it was these humble pioneers of' the Gospel ,vho, 
content to labour on in obscurity for twenty, thirty, or fifty 
years, served God in their generation, and laid the foundati0ns 
of that Church which is now spreading over an entire continent, 
and sending its Missionary Bishops to China and Africa. 

At the end of twenty years the Society was maintaining 
twenty-six ordained Missionaries, and eight Schoolmasters or: 
Catechists, in the most important stations between BostoIl' 
and Charleston. In twenty years more the total number 
had been doubled. Nor even at this early period of the 
Society's history were there wanting men well qualified by 
their enerrrv or leamino- to rise to the highest rank in their 
profession."'o Dr. Samuel.Johnson, who is still regarded with 
reverence and affection as a main founder of the Church in 
New England, was a learned theologian, an excellent Hebrew 
scholar, and a man of varied literary acquirements. In 
the year 1743 he received fr0111 the University of Oxford the­
degree of D.D. by diploma, in acknowledgment of his puh1rca­
tions in defence of the Church; and in 1754 he was unanimously<­
elected President of Kiner's (now Columbia) College, New York. 
But the main part of h~ life was devoted to pastoral and Mis­
sionary labours. When he first went to Stratford, in 1724, he 
was the only Clergyman in the province; and his congregat!on 
consisted in part of persons who came from the surronndlllg 
country, within a circuit of thirty miles. But gradnally he-
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contrived to establish Missions in the. neighbouring townships, 
and did essential service to the Society by recommending the 
most promising candilates for Holy Orders. 

Another distin,C!;uished scholar was Dr. Timothy Cutler. He 
was President of Yale College, New Haven, when, unable to over­
come the doubts of the validity of congregational ordination, he 
voluntarily resigned his high station, and went to England in 
company ,yith one of the tutor~ of the College, Mr. Daniel 
Brown, and Johnson, who has already been mentioned, as can­
didates for Holy Orders in the Church of England. On his 
return, Dr. Cutler was appointed to the Rectory of Christ 
Church, Boston, and continued to serve in the same ministry 
for upwards of forty year~, till the day of his death. He .is 
described as one of the best oriental scholars ever educated III 
Am~riea, and was also well skilled in logic, metaphysics, moral 
philosophy, theolog',Y, and eecle"iastical history. These facts are 
m('utioned for the purpose of correcting the Lise impression, 
that the Korth, \Illerican ;\Ii,;~ionaries, dnring the last century, 
were altogether wanting in education and refinement. That but 
few of them could find time for purming their studies, may be 
inferrel1 from the verv nature of their duties; and it is also un­
doubtedly true, that 'but few facilitie~ for study existed in the 
country at that time. It was their office, and their honour, to 
be "iii labours more alJUndant, and in journeyings oft." 

One who occupied a t,)remost place in this class, was the 
ltc\', C'LE)IENT HAl.L. He was originally a magistrate in the 
Province of K ortll Carolina, and harl, for lllany years, in the 
absence of a Clergyman, officiated as a Lay Reader. But feeling 
an anxious de, ire for a Y:1lid commission, he went to England 
in 1743, and obtain(',1 ordination. Thenceforward he aave him­
self up to a life of almo,'t. incessant labour, and for tw;h'e years 
was the only Epi~cnl'al i\lissionary through sevel'al hundred miles 
of country. That dreary and thinly peopled country he used 
to travpr,c in e,'ery direction, at regular intervals -the spring 
and f:tll-to preach, di"tribute books, baptize, administer the 
Sacrament of the Lord's ~ul'per, and perform the other offices 
of the Churell. Iu 1725, he sends home the followinO' summary 
of his labours:- " 

"I have now, through God's graciolls assistance and blessinO' 
i~ about seven or eight years, though frequently visited with 
sl:k~le"",. been ,enahled to perform (for ought I know) as great 
~llInlstertal duties as any Clergyman in North America-viz. to 
Journey :bout ~4,OO? miles, preach about 675 sermons, baptize 
about 5, ,83 wlute children, 243 black children, 57 white adults 
and. a?out 112 black adults-in all 6,195 persons; sometimes 
adllllll1;lter the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, to two 
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()l" three hundred communicants in one journey-besides church­
iug of women, v-isiting the sick, &c." 

This may serve as a specimen of the duties in which the 
North American Missionaries were engaged, but we shall not 
do justice to the first labourers in the vineyard, unless we take 
into account the extra difficulties and dangers to which they 
were exposed by the backward state of the country-the want 
-of road:;, and of all suitable accommodations. But if we can 
very imperfEctly conceive the hqrdne:'8 of such a life as that of 
Clement Hall, who shall measure the temporal and eternal 
benefits which, by God's blessing, it may have been the means 
of imparting to other~! The numbel' of l\Iissionaries in con­
nexion with the Society continued yearly to increase, in a t:'lr 
greater ratio than it, income, till the political agitations of the 
Colonies commenced. The greatest number ever found upon 
the list at one time was in 1nl-when the Missionaries and 
Schoolmasters together amounted to 123, bllt the total sum of 
their :,tipends was no more than 4,790l. From this time, in 
consequence of the O"rowiwr troubles of the country, the number 
gradually diminished, and the few that remained in America up 
to thc delaration of Independence, were then necessarily with­
drawn.-Before, however, bringing to a close this sketch of the 
Society'S ~li:,sionary operations in the United States, some few 
things and na~nes remain to be noted. 

It may surprise some to learn that the celebrated Joll!! Tresle!! 
received a'1 appointment and allowance from the Society in 1735, 
as first 1\:Ii8sionary in Georgia; lind though he remained in Ame­
rica only two years, no one ever exhihited more zeal or greater 
devotion to his duties. His manner of life was remarkably plain 
and frugal. He W:18 indefatigable in his ministrations; and, as 
there were scattered settlemer.ts of French, Italians, and Ger­
mans within his Mission, he officiated to those several cnngrega­
ti')lls in their own tongue. No soldier of Christ was ever more 
ready to endure hardness than John vVesley, for" he freq uently 
slept on the ground, sometimes waded through swamps, or swam 
over ril"ers, and then travelled till his clothes were dry." 'Vho 
shall say what might have been the happy results had such a 
man stood steadfastly by that Church which he had proved him­
self so well able to serve? Alas! it is yain to indulCTe in such con­

jectures; -but it is due to truth to say that John "V\' esley at least 
did not leave the Church because there was no occupation for 
his energies found. for him within it. 

For half a ce--:tury the name of John Beach II"as found in the 
Society's annnal Reports. He was Mis;:ionary of Newtown 
;and Heading. villacres nine miles apart, in Connecticut; and not 
.more than two or tl1ree Sundays during the whole of that. period 
"Was he absent from his stated services. 
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The punctuality with which he kept his appointments, what­
ever mio-ht be the state of the roads or the weather, had the 
effect o{'shaming his congregation into a. regu!a~ attendance at 
Divine Service; and as the result of hIS MIsSIOnary labours 
beyond the boundary of his own parish, where before his time 
the Common Prayer had never been used, nor the Scriptures 
read in public, he had the satisfaction of seeing flourishing con­
O'reO'ations sprino- up. 1Vhen the political troubles which pre­
~ed~d the Revol~tion broke out, and party spirit ran high, Mr. 
Beach maintained a bold and unfaltering loyalty to the sovereign. 
He was eminently a dutiful son of tthe Church, and a loyal 
subject of the king. 

Another j\Ii~,"i(Jllary of the Society must be placed on this 
record, both as illustrating the Society's Missionary labours and 
ail associated with the first establishment of the episcopal regimen 
in America. That :\iissionary was SA~IUEL SEABURY, appointed 
to his first :\Ii~sion at New Brunswick, in New .Tersey, in 1754. 
He laboured on in various stations for thirty years; and after 
the treaty of Independence, being elected by the Clcl'!!Y of Con­
necticut, was consecrated in 17H4 first Bishop in the United 
States. Thus, at bst, after fourscore years and more of COIll­

plaint and remonstrance, the oppressed Church of America 
obtained that simple measure of' justice, the denial of' which fCll' 
so long a period had crippled her efficiency, and checked her 
growth. 

Although Clergymen of the Church of England had been scnt 
to America in the beginning of the 17th century, it was not till 
almost the d05e of' the 18th that the Church was fully orgauizecL 
For almost 200 years no house of prayer was consecrated, no cate­
chumcn ,,-a:3 confirmed; and such candidates as sought admission 
to Holy Orders were compelled to seek a Bishop acro,." 3,000 
miles of sea. Greater discoura:,;'ements could hardly ha,-e been 
interposed had the object been to extinguish the Church; for, 
to ,.ny nothing of the expense of timc and money required for so 
long- a voyage, the dangers will not be thought inconsiderable 
when it is stated that of all the candidates sent to Eno-Iand [.)1" 

ordination, one-fifth part perished either by the attack ~f e~uall­
pox, or by shipwreck at sea. 

Here, w.ith th~ consecrati~ll o~ a l\Iissiona!y of the Society to 
the first BishopriC founded III 1\ orth America, our narrative of 
l\Ii~si(lnary labours in those old C"lonies terminates. But it 
may be well to cast a glance over thc past, as bearino- upon the 
present state of the Church in that country. '" 

Let us then picture to ourselves a few, for the most part, 
obscure Clergymen, sent out from time to time by a small 
Societ~, itself but little known. One by one they crossed the 
AtlantIC, and were planted here and therc, at considerable inter-
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vals froni each other, in the New England States, and as far 
south as Georgia. On their arrival they found themselves 
surrounded by manifold difficulties and embarrassments. The 
country itself was but imperfectly cleared, and was, to a great 
extent, without roads. They had no superior to direct-no. 
experienced friend to advise them. Each one had to judge and 
act for himself as best he might. Let us further picture to our 
minds their daily life and labours. Living for the most. part 
entirely without the society of their equals, their time was 
spent, and their strength exhausted, in long and toilsome jour­
neys through a Mission which had no exact limit; and to many, 
the weariness and loneliness of their long winter evenings must 
have been more trying than the labours and anxieties of the 
day. The people with whom they had to deal were of almost 
every creed and character-Puritans, Anabaptist8, Quakers, 
and, worst of all, the lapsed and rude settlers, nominally mem­
bers, perhaps, of the Church, but disgracing their profe,.;sion by 
their ungodly live'S. These, with occasional parties of Negroes, 
and the wild Indians of the forest, were the persons with whom 
the Missionary had to deal; and while he was perplexed with 
special difficulties in every separate case, he could hardly, with 
his single efforts, look to any very important success. ,Vhile, 
therefore, doubtless a large portion of the seed EOwn fell by the 
way-side, or on the rock, some fell upon good ground, and by 
God's great mercy it has sprung up and borne fruit an hundred 
fold. For eighty years the 1Ilissionaries of the Society laboured 
to main tain and diffuse the religion of Jesus Chritit according 
to the profession of the Church of England in America. At. 
the time when the war of Independence broke out, it was 
contributing towards the maintenance of about eighty Miti­
sionaries in that country, but seven years of war and confusion 
materially reduced their number; and we shall probably be not 
far from the truth, if we say that not more than one hundred 
Clero'vlllen in all were to be found in the thirteen States when 
the t~eaty of Independence, in 1783, was signed. Many persons 
still living remember that event. But how marvellous has been 
the growth of the Church ~ince, for there are now thirty-five 
Bi8hops, and 1,600 Clergymen. 

Bearing then in mind the grateful acknowledgment of the 
American Church, tbat she is "indebted under God" to the 
Church of England "for her first foundation, and a long con­
tinuance of nurs~g care and protection," the Society may 
humbly trust that its labours have not been "in vain in the 
Lord." 

Although Great Britain, by acknowledging the indepen~ence 
of the United States, surrendered her most valuable provlllces 
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on that continent, she still retained a country, principally on 
the north side of the St. Lawrence, of vast territorial extent. 

Canada remained British; but with the exception of the 
French cities of Quebec and Montreal, and the settlements in 
their immediate neighbourhood, that colony was little better 
than a vast wilderness of forest and snow. 

At the period to which we are referring, however, its scanty 
population received an important increase from the immigration 
of refugecs, many of them soldiers, from the independent States. 
In th~ Upper Province, the first clergyman, John Stuart, was 
one who escaped from the violence of the revolutionary party 
in 17 K 1. His labours were divided between the British settlers, 
and the native North American tribes, in whom he always 
expressed an afiectionate interest. His principal residence was 
at Cataraflui, now called Kingston, but he delighted to consider 
him~elf an itinerant missionary. 

A scconcl clergyman, the Rev . .T ohn Langhorn, a man remark­
able for the stern simplicity of his character, went out in 1787 ; 
and a third, the Rev. Robert Addison, still affectionately 
remembered by m:tny (for his ministry was cOiltinued till 1829), 
was added in 1792. 

These were the only clergYll12n in Upper Canada up to the 
close of the last century, at which time the population was esti­
mated at 70,000. The Rev. George Okill Stuart, the present 
Arc11deacon of King . .;ton, was ordained by the Bishop of Quebec 
in the year 1800, and the Rev. John Strachan, the present 
Bi,;liop of Toronto, in 18')3 In the Lower Province the total 
numhcr of cler~y, at the time of the arrival of the Bishop, was 
six. During the whole period of the great European war, the 
progress of the colony and of the Church was very slow. One 
clergyman, however, who went out during that blank period, 
the Hon. ami Rev. Charles Stewart, deserves especial men­
tion, as affor,ling proof of the true mifsionary spirit in times 
of fpiritllal coldneRs and indifference. He left home and friends, 
together with his Englioh preferment, in 1807, and for nineteen 
years devoted himself to the severe toils and privations of an 
itinerant mi""ionary. 

The Bishop of Qnebec died in 1~25, in the 32d year of his 
episcopate, and Mr. Stewart was appointed to succeed him. At 
that time there were in the two provinces fifty-four clercrymen 
of whom forty-nine were supported by the Society. Th~ num: 
ber of churches may be stated at from twenty to twenty-five in 
each province. During the last quarter of a century the 
Church ~hroad ~e well as at h~me has taken a great spring. 
The Society, as Its means have mcreaseo, has continued to add 
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to the number af missionarietl; and the subdivision of that vast 
diocese of Canada, first by the erection of the s.ee of Toronto in 
1839, and very recently by the foundation of a separate bishopric 
at Montreal, has had the effect of rapidly augmenting the num­
ber of churches and clergymen. At the present time there are 
in the whole of Canada, as near as can be ascertained, a body of 
238 clergymen, of whom 150 are stationed in the diocese of 
Toronto, 51 in the diocese of Montreal, and 37 in the diocese 
of Quebec. And if to this total be arlded 56 for Nova Scotia, 
and 50 for New Brunswick, it will he seen that altogether there 
are in the present year, in the Continental provinces of British 
North America, more than three times as many clergymen as 
were found in all the thirteen States at the time of independence. 
But it is important, in conn ex ion with the late successful efforts 
for the extension of the Colonial Episcopate, to observe how re­
markahly the erection of a bishopric has heen in every case fol­
lowed by an increa~e in the number of the missionary clergy. 
In 1839, when the Bishop of Toronto went out to take posses­
sion of his new see-the then separate province of Upper Canada 
-there were in all seventy-one clergymen; in less than twelve 
years that number has been more than doubled-there being 
altogether by the last returns 150 at the present time. 

In the same year (1839) Newfoundland was separated from 
the diocese of 1'\ oya Scotia, and formed into a separate see. 
There were then II clergymen in the island; there are now 41. 
New Brunswick was not formed into an independent diocese 
till the year 1845, and within six years 19 additional clergy­
men haye been engaged. 

It would be tedious as well as unnecessary to trace the pro­
gress of the Canadian Church from year to year ;-amid many 
difficulties and discouragements, its growth and development 
have been upon the whole satisfactory. It is gradually, though 
perhaps not so rapidly as we could desire, taking' root in the soil 
and becoming indigenous. At first it wu, necc:;sary that hoth 
the ministers and the endowments of the infant Church should 
be provided by the mother country. Bllt it would be unreason­
able to expect that these supplies should be continued for an 
unlimited period. From time to time, therefore, the Society 
is withdrawing its support from the towns and thriving villages, 
and transferring it to the poor and thinly-peopled settlements of 
emigrants but lately arrived in the country. In everyone of 
the North American dioceses there has been founded a " Church 
Society," to gathe; and collect funds from the whole body of 
Church members for the various wauts of their common .Church, 
the educati@n of theological students, the erection of churches, 
the furtherance of the Gospel by the establishment of Mis-



xliv HISTORICAL SUMMARY. [RepOl·t. 

sions, and t.he support of the widows and orphans of the 
ClerO'y. These several Church Associations, daughters, as they 
may truly be called, of the parent Society at home, are its best 
handmaids and auxiliaries. Formerly the Society made large 
grants towards the erection of churches, and by far the greater 
part of those hitherto built in the American dioceses have 
received aid from home funds, but for some years past these 
gmnts, as well as those for parsonage-houses, have been entirely 
discontinued. Formerly the Society gave salaries to catechists 
and schoolmasters,-at present, in the British colonies it allolVs 
nothinO' to any but ordained Clergymen, - leaving other 
teache;s and readers to be maintained by local funds. And, 
most important of all, formerly almost all the Clergymen were 
sent from this country; now the larger part are educated in 
Dioce~an Colleges (and there is a college in each diocese) nnder 
the eye of the Bishop by whom they are to be ordained. In 
yariun~ ways, therefore, it will he seen that the Colonial Churches 
are becoming independent amI self-supporting. 

These remarks apply to all the )i orth American dioceses, but 
a~ our historical summary has up to this point been confine,] to 
Canada, it will be necessary to add a few words about each of 
the other colunies. X ova Scotia, which is the oldest on the 
continent, was first colonized by the British in 1749. It was 
erected into a Bishop's see in 1787, when Dr. Charles Inglis, 
who had gone out originally from this country in 1756, and had 
for some years been acting as Rector of Trinity Church, X ew 
York, was consecrated Bishop of the whole of the British 
dominions in America. 

At that time there were in the whole of that nst territorial 
district but twenty-fuur Clergymen; there are now fifty-six in 
the Province of Nova :--icotia alone. 

N('wfulIndland (with Bermudas annexed) was separated from 
the Diocese of Nova ~cotia, as already mentioned, in 1839; 
and in the time that has since elapsed, thirty-four new 
~li"siol1s have been established. The Bishop has made tW(} 
voyages to the coast of Labrador, where two Missionaries have 
been planted-one at St. Francis Harbour, the other at Forteau. 
)Vith a view to ecclesiastical organization, the island has been 
partitioned into six rural deaneries. It may be added, that in 
place of the old church of St. John, which was burned down 
in the great fire of 18-16, the nave of a very solid and handsome 
cathedral, ca.lculated to accommodate 1,000 persons has been 
built, and is well attended. ' 

The first two Clergymen who settled in New Brunswick, 
were the Rev. Samuel Andrews and the Rev. James Scovil. 
They had been compelled to leave their former Missions, in 
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New England, in consequence of the political troubles of the 
country. Mr. Andrews was appointed to the Mission of St. 
Andrew's, on the coast, in 1786, and continued to minister over 
an extensive district for two-and-thirty years, up to the time of 
his death, in 1818. Mr. Scovil went to Kingston. "He planted 
the Church," says the late Bi~hop of Nova Scotia, " nobly and 
deeply in the surrounding country, and the ble~sing which 
rested upon his labours is manifest at this day." At his death, 
in 1808, he was succeeded by his son; and his grandson is at 
this time the diligent and exemplary pastor of the same flock. 
To no family is the Church of New Brunswick more indebted 
than to that of Scovil. Up to 1815 the number of Clergymen 
in the province did not exceed ten; when the Bishop of Frede­
ricton went out there were thirty; there are now fifty. As 
other signs of progress, too, we may mention that the annual 
income of "the Church Society" has more than doubled-that 
several new churches have been built-and that at Fredericton, 
the capital of the See, a cathedral and a chapel have been 
erected, each models of their kind, and equal, if not superior, 
in their ecclesiastical style and character, to anything to be 
found on the whole Continent of North America. 

WEST INDIES. 

THE Society began to be connected with the "rest Indies 
in the year 1710, when it became trustee, under the will of 
General Codrington, for two estates in Barbados bequeathed 
for the purpose of "maintaining professors amI scholars" with 
the ultimate view of "doing good to men's souls." The Rev. 
Joseph Holt was sent there as Chaplain and Catechist in 1712. 
A College was built, and opened, (at first, as a Grammar-school,) 
in 1743. Being nearly destroyed by a hurricalle in 1780, its 
operation was suspended for nine years. In 1830, having been 
much enlarged, it was opened for the reception of Students of a 
more advanced age; and since that year, eighty-nine of its 
Students have been ordained in the West Indian Church. The 
educational institutions on the Codrington Estate have never 
been in a more efficient condition than they arc at present 
under the able superintendence of the Rev. R. Rawle. Besides 
the Collecre, which. contains 20 Students, there is a self-sup­
porting Grammar-school with 59 pupils, and primary scho?ls 
in which 600 children of the labourers on the estate are receiv­
ing education. 

The first Missionary sent out by the Society was the Rev. 
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Mr. Smith, stationed in the Bahama Islands, in 1732. From 
that time, to the year 1810, the Society continued to maintain 
Mis:;ionaries (though the number at one time never exceeded 
:6ve) on those Islands. After an interval of twenty years..; 
during which the bishoprics of Jamaica and Barbados were 
created, and the great measure of emancipation was being 
carried forward, the Society resumed its former connexion with 
the West Indian Church in 1831, by granting 2,0001. towards 
the re-erection of chapels dcstroyt:d by a hurricane in Bar­
bados; and in the year 1834, by contributing towards, and 
undertaking the administration of a large fund which then began 
to be raised for the joint purpose of erecting churches and 
schools, and maintaining Clergymen and Schoulmasters among 
the free N egroeH. .From parliamentary grants, which terminated 
in 1:-;43, and from special contributions for this purpose, the 
Society received the sum of S(j)i4:-;l. This amount has been 
nearly doubled by annual grants from the Society's general 
fund; 80 that the entire amount spent by the Society in the 
"Vest Indies from IS;\:,) to 1850, is not less than 171,777l.* On 
the resignation of Bishop Coleridge in 1 :-;-12, his large Diocese 
was diyidcd into three, viz. Barbados, Antigua, and Guiana. 
There are now under the fOllr Bi>hops uf the \,T est Indian 
Church about 21)0 Clergy, of ",hom 2i are still partly dependent 
on the Society; the maintenance of the rest is provided by 
grants from the several local legislatures. It would be wrong 

• Negro Jnstrucl;rm Fund, raised for the henefit of negroes in the Dioceses 
of Jamaica, Barbado., Antigua, and Guiana; also Bermuda and ~1auritius: 

RECEIPTS. 

Year. 

I I 
P.\Y)'[EXTS. 

Donations. l>arliamentary Total. Grant. 

---
£ 8. d. £ .. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. 

1835 1~,6S4 6 0 7,500 0 0 20,184 6 0 5,125 13 11 
li'::G 6,042 1 11 7,160 Q 0 13,202 1 11 10.267 9 10 
IS;l7 736 16 0 6,000 0 0 6,736 16 0 15,224 2 4 
1838 - 7,000 0 0 7,000 0 0 21,059 ]3 a 
1839 - 7,000 0 0 7,000 0 0 ]6,:':08 12 0 
1840 - 7,000 0 0 7,000 0 0 16,354 19 10 
1841 5,000 0 0 7,000 0 0 12,000 0 0 17,709 8 4 
1842 - 5,500 0 0 5,500 0 0 17,091 18 10 
1843 - 4,125 0 0 4,125 0 0 12,994 13 6 
1844 - 2,736 14 0 2,736 14 0 11,691 8 2 
1845 - 1,363 7 0 1,363 7 0 9,155 12 8 
1846 - - - 5,805 18 7 
1847 - - - 3,912 14 5 
1848 .- - - 3,092 10 ·0 
1849 - - - 3,121 13 7 
1850 - - - 2,861 5 0 

24,463 311 62,385 1 01 86,848 411 171,777 14 0 



185 I:] HISTORICAL SUMMARY. xlvii 

to omit here making referenoe to the very interet!ting Mission 
among the natiye Indians of Guiana, begun in the year 1840 by 
'the Rev. W. H. Brett: a separate account of which has been 
,published this year. 

E A S TIN DIE S. 

CALCUTTA.-As the ohject of the present brief summary is 
not to furni~h a history of the Church of England }:issions, but 
of the part which the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
has borne in them, it may suffice to say, that its operations in 
India commenced in the year 1818, not long after the arriyal of 
the £rst Bishop of Calcutta in his yast heathen Diocese. It was at 
the time when the Biohop was devising a pIau for the foundation 
ofa Missionary College. But as the Society's funds were pledged 
to already existing Missions in the western world, no resource 
was left except in yigorcus efforts for the augmentation of its 
income. Accordingly, a memorial was presented to the Prince 
Regent, praying that a Royal Letter, authorizing a general 
collection, might, as in foroler reigns, be issued; and an appeal 
was made to the public for the means of entering upon that 
new sphere of labour which the establishment of the Episcopate 
in India had opened. 

But without waiting for the rcsult of these €irorts, the 
Society, having learnt that the ancient Missions of Tranquebar 
were much etraitened for want of pecuniary assistance, and that 
a favourable opportunity now offered for the diffusion of Chris­
tianity in the island of Ceylon, proceeded at once to place 
the sum of 5,0001. at the disposal of the Bishop for Missionary 
purposes. These new claims upon the Society-claims which 
could not be met by any existing funds-seem £r8t to haye led 
to the formation of District Associations at home. 

The first great work to which the Society, acting under the 
advice of Bishop Middleton, gave itself in India, was the foun­
dation of a Missionary College, near Calcutta. To this the 
proceeds of the Royal Letter of 1819, amounting altogether 
to 45,74 7l. were devoted. The College was designed on a scale 
to meet not merely the present wants of the ,Missions, but such 
as would be required by a growing Church. The plan com­
bined chapel, hall, library, and printing-press; and the esta­
blishment was meant to afford instruction, not only in the sacred 
and classical languages, but also in the principal languages and 
dialects of India. Accommodation was to be provirled for three 
Professors, and twenty students. A most eligible site, about 
four miles below Calcutta, and on the opposite side of the 
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Hooghley, was presented by the Honourable East India Com­

pat~e original object of the College was the education of 
Native, East Indian, and European youth for the service of the 
Church; but the College was some years afterwards enlarged 
for the reception of lay-students. Another purpose was the 
translation of the Holy Scriptures and of the Liturgy into the 
native languages of India. The Rev. "". H. Mill, fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, was appointed the first Principal, 
and embarked, in company with the Rev. J. H. Alt, of Pem­
broke-hall, as Professor, in the month of August, 1820. 

It was a considerable time, howevcr, beJore the necessary 
huildings were completed; and the actual work of Education 
did not commence till March 1824; that is, until after the 
death of Bishop Middlcton, to whom the College owed its 
foundation. But that sagacious prelate had done more than 
provide for the erection of the material fabric. He had sug­
gested that a connexion should be established between Bishop's 
College and the School for the Orphans of Clergy in St. John's 
,Yood, which might generally be looked to as a nursery of lads 
who might afterwards bc transplanted to Calcutta, and be there 
educated for the same ministry as that in which their fathcrs 
had served, though it was to be exercised in a far distant land. 
This suggestion, which met with the "cordial and unanimous 
approval of the Society," received also the approbation of the 
Governors of the Clergy Orphan School. Three boys were, 
with the full consent of their guardians, at once dedicated to 
this Missionary service; and one went out to the Collco"e with 
Professors Craven and Holmes in 1825. It is to bc la~nente<l 
that the connexion thus commenced has not been continued, and 
even extended to other Colonial Colleges. 

Thc first two Missionaries of the Society in BenO'al, the 
Rev. ,Villiam :Morton, and the Rev. Thomas Christian, ;eceived 
their appointment in 1823. The duty to which their attention 
was first directed, was the care and superintendence of the 
Kative Schools, in the villages round Calcutta. ]\Jr. Morton 
'''us a g~O(~ oriental scholar, ~nd compiled a Benga~i dictionary. 
l\Ir. Clmstmn was sent by Bishop Heber to establish a Mission 
in the hill country of Bhagalpoor in 1825. He was remarkable 
for a simple faith and a cheerful temper; but, alas, his labours 
from which so much was once expected, were brolJO"ht to aJ~ 
early close by jungle fever in 1827. It is only ~n act of 
justice to his memory to cite the fullowin<T tribute of one who 
knew him well. Dr. Mill says :- <> 

" To the College and its Missions ~he loss is, I fear, irreparable. He 
pv;sessed, far beyond others of supenor talents to himself; the art of 
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winning and securing the regard and esteem of the natives of every 
.class; the simple inhabitants of the hills considered him in the light 
of a superior being, and gave a proof of their attachment and confi­
dence which, to all experienced in such intercourse, will appear 
extraordinary, and almost unparalleled; that of confiding their children, 
at a distance from themselves, entirely and absolutely to his care. Of 
few can it be said, as of him, that the savage of the hills, the prejudiced 
and blinded Hindoo, and the polished and intelligent European, unite 
in admiring and regretting him."-Rep0l't for 1827. 

As soon as the College began to send out its alumni, Missiollil 
were formed in some of the more important villages to the 
south of Calcutta. The first established were Cossipore, 
Tallygunge, Howrah, and Barripih; and no sooner had the 
labourers entered into the harvest, than fruit "vas gathered in. 
Each year's report contains the account of many baptisms 
()f infants, and not a few conversions of adults. 

The following tabular statement for the years 1838, 1840, 
and 1843, will show the amount of work which was goinO' on, 
and the satisfactory progre~s which it was making. 0 

Howrah . 
'r:lll)'gunge 
Rarripur . 
Tamlook • 

1838. 1840. 

I i l 
c 
0 

§ 
, il' 1 I"l 
, 

'" " u '-' 
--,----

44 18 77 11 
326 646 437 704 
131 235 472 517 

1843. 

c 

I 
, 
~ 

] 
" -5 
----

109 20 
533 666 
6:!i 606 
215 33 

Substantial stone Churches, which had been srected at rrreat 
cost at Barripur and Mogra Hat, were consecrated to,~ards 
the ~nd of' 1846. And, at the same time, eighty persons from 
those two districts were admitted to the rite of Confirmation. 

The last report which has been received from Calcutta con­
tains the following gratifying notices. In the Missions of 
Tallygunge and Barripur "the converts continue steadfast, and 
numerous accessions to the household of faith are taking place, 
but have ceased to attract persecution or obtain notice." 

In the circle of M'ogra Hat and Dhanghatta, the congregations 
" have continued steadily to increase, and other adjoining hamlets 
now contain believers." Numerous accessions are taking place 
to the rank of Catechumens; and the :Missionnries, situated as 

D 
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they are, are altogether taxed beyond their powers. The missions 
extend over an area of forty miles, north to south, by from twelve 
to twenty miles east to west. The following taLle represents 
the state of Christianity in them at Midsummer, lS50:-

~ II i dJlil II 
i __________ ~I~~ ~~ ~ I~~i 

45 10 I I 26 411 I 967 I 649 I Tallygunge 
B~rrip\lr 
~Iogra Ht,t 
Dhanghiitta 
Howrah 
Kiili. . 
Tamlook • 
Hinuu,tani Mi8sion 

26 4 I 1 11 270 I 4111) 1~71 
15 41 0 7 196 I 353 1~U 
Hi 4 1 7 14 ~ 322 262 

4 1 I 1 ~2 63 23 
6 1'111 Lj 64 14 
1 1 1 1 49 136 6 

,- 1 1 1 :]2 C4 5 

;ll3126f"7f55"11,127 2,45911,215 

The ::'.Ii"iIJn of Cawnpore, a large city about 600 miles 
north-we~t from Calcutta, with a population of 100,000, and an 
important military po~t, ,yaS estaLli"ited in ISH. The Rev. 
'V. H. Perkins was the first Clergyman sent there: he was 
joined, in ]S44, oy the He\". J. T. Schleicher, and buth have 
cOlltinued their laLours there, as true yoke-fellows, to the 
present time. 

In 1845, the Society, in compliance with the earnest recom­
mendation of the Bishop of Calcutta, voted the sum of 700l. 
for thc erection of substantial Missionary buildings: 

Besides the ordinary duty of preaching the Gosrel to the 
native heathen, the 1\li~sionaries at Cawnpore superintend a 
boys' institution; and, ,yJlUt is perhaps more important still, an 
asylum for orphan girls, which, though not numeroll~ly at­
tended, has been the means of training seyeral Christian O"irls 
for tIle duties of life, and preparing others to meet an e~rly 
death. The local expcnses, amounting to about 101. a month,. 
are met by local contribution. 

MADRAs.-The Missions in the South of India, which had 
originally been founded by Frederick IV., King of Denmark, in 
the beginning of the last century (1705), and which had after­
wards pa88ed into the hands of the Society for Prolllotincr 
Christian Knowledge, were by them consigned to the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in 1825. At this time there 
were in the Madras Presidency, in connexion with that So-
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ciety, only nine Missionary Stations, and seven Missionaries­
aU of them German, and two of them, Rottler and Kohlhoff, in 
,-ery advanced age. The fact of so many Germans beinO' em­
ployed is evidence of the difficulty of finding welI-q:alified 
Englishmen. 

The interruption and di8couragement of mis:;ionary work, 
occasioned by the death, in quick succession, of four Bishops of 
Calcutta-Middleton, in It(22, Heber, in 18:26, James, in 1829, 
and Turner, in 1831-temled grievou~ly to retard the proO"ress 
of the Society's Indian operations,' and tholwh durinO" 0 this . " '" period name after name was added to the mi8sionary roll, no 
remarkable advance was made till after the subdivision of the 
Diocese of Calcutta Ly the erection of the See of Madras, in 
1835. Even up to that time, the number of l\Iissionaric,: in 
that part of India had not been raised Leyoml nine; but in 1836 
four were added; and in the following year the total number 
was sixteen. nishop Currie lived little more than a year after 
his return to Madras as Lishop; and again the active direction 
of the Missions of Southern India was susJlended. Since that 
period, however, they have been abundantly blessed-more es­
pecially thoEe in the district of Tinnevelly, of which a short 
historical account was published Ly the Society a few ycars ago. 

This district had, fur l\Ii8sionary purposes, been for a long 
time depenuent on the Mission of Tanjore; and all the Missions 
in the south had for Illany years been sustaineu by the interest 
of the munificent legacy of 10,00ul. which the uevoted Swartz 
had bequeathed to them. 

The first resident i\Iis,:ionary for Tinnevelly was appointed 
in 1829; a second was sent in 1834; amI a third in 1843. It 
was in the next year that the very remarkable movement towards 
Christianity took place in the Mission of Saw),crpnram,­
a name which has since become celeLratecl wherever an interest 
in the spread of the Gospel is felt. Many villages expressed 
their uesire of Christian instruction, and lllany hundred natives 
were at once admitted as Catechumens. As the occurrence, 
however, is so recent, and full details are to be had in a Yery 
convenient form, it will be unnecesoary to enter into further 
particulars here. 

Another Mission in which wonderful progress has, by God's 
mercy, been made of late years is Edeyenkoody. Thc Rev. R. 
Caldwell was appointed resident Missionary there at the end of 
1841, and eminently,blessed have his labours been. For two 
or three years little appears to have been effected, or rather, few 
results were visible; but from 1844 to the present time, the 
progress of the Christian work has been very obt'el'Yable. The 
number of persons under Chri.,tian instruction is 2,054. From 
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1844 to 1849 inclusive, twenty adults, on the average, were 
baptized each year. J?uri.ng the ye~r .18.50, though !he ~ame 
strict systcm of exammatIOn and disCIplIne was mamtamed, 
seventy-five adults were admitted to baptism, of whom seventy 
were baptized in one day, in the presence of a congregation of 
800 natiYe Christians, young and old, assembled from all parts 

,of the district. 
Another Mission, Christianagram, was opened about the 

same time as Sawyerpuram, under the care of the Rey. J. K. 
Bcst. Thc rcturns at four different periods will show the 
Jlrogrc~s and present state of the Mission. N umbers under 
Christian instruction :-1843, 1,101 ; 1845, 1,379 j 1847, 1,'167; 
1849, 1,579. 

It is impossible to pass oyer the flourishing Mission of X aza­
reth, \vhich j" the cure of the Rev. A. F. Ca::mmerer, son of the 
venerable Missionary at Tranquebar. Many hundred converts 
were receiYed, at the time of the great religious movement 
already referrcd to. In the end of 18·19. there were 2,292 
baptized pcrwns, aud 1,56~ more under Christian instruction. 

Much ha~ been of late done to raise the qualifications and 
Increase the efficiency of the Catechists and native Readers. 
Nor should the educational establishments be passed over in 
eveu the most rapid review. The Seminaries at Sawyerpuram, 
Vediarpuram, and Vepery, serve for the education of Mis­
sionaries j while a School, of a very humble but eminently 
useful kind, for the boarding and education of native girls, has 
been established by the zeal and good judgment of :;\Il's. Caldwell 
at Edeyenkoody, in which, by the last accounts, forty-four 
girls were receiving careful Christian training. 

At the Presidency, the Vepery School, for boys of the middle 
class, is f.'lst rising into eminence, under the efficient manacrement 
of Mr. "\Y right; and a Seminary for Theological Students, and 
such as may be candidates for the office of Catechist, has been 
-formed at Madras, undcr the superintendence of the Rev. 
A. R. Symonds, Secretary of the Diocesan Committee. 

BOMBAY.-In the year 1839, the Rev. GeOl'O'e Candy was 
arpoint~d l\Iission.ary to t~e Indo-British popUlation of Bombay. 
Conycm~nt preRllEC8 havlDg been granted by Government, a 
substantIal chapel and school-houses, towards the buildin()" of 
which the Bombay Diocesan Committee contributed laro':'ely 
were erected. The grant of the Society to the same <:> wa~ 
1,0001. The institution was intended for Christian children 
only. Each school compr!sed one department for day.scholars, 
and one for boarders. 1 he latter was made the means of' 
rescuing many orphan and other poor children from destitution. 
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In April, 1840, the total number of girls in the institution was 
64, boys 78. 

The Mission in the Province of Guzerat was first established in 
1830; but it met with a sad check, for the Rev. T. D. Pettin­
ger, who arrived to take charge of it in June 1830, was carried 
off by disease in the following May, and before he had been 
enabled to reap any fruits of his lahours. Y cars elapsed before 
anything effectual was done to fill his place; when at last, in 
1842, and mainly through the Christian zeal of the Dean of 
Norwich, a special fund was rai~ed, and two Missionaries, the 
Rev. George Allen and the Re\,. 'Yilliam DarLy, were sent to 
Ahmedabad. the chief city of Guzerat. 

In 18H, ~Ir. Allen rep'orted the baptism, after probation, of 
eleven converts, and that the total number of children on the 
school-roll was seventy-nine. At the Bishop's Confirmation, 
towards the close of that year, nine natiycs were confirmed. 

In 1845, the Mission sustained a great loss by the appoint­
ment of JUl'. Allen to a chaplaincy; and it was not till the 
autumn of 1847, that the Rev. G. 'V. Pieritz was sent to 
succeed him. But in IM8, the Rev. George Candy was com­
pelled, by the state of his health, to leave on furlough his 
Indo·British Mission at Bombay, and the Rey. "'m. Darby was 
called to supply his placc. Thus the vast and populous city of 
Ahmedabad was again left with a single Missionary; and one 
who, from his recent arrival, was necessarily unacquainted with 
the very difficult language of the native population. 

The Rev. 'Yilliam Darby having declined to return to 
Ahmedabad, and 1\11'. Pieritz having, in several communications, 
honestly confessed the little he was doing, or could hope to do, 
unless the Mission were greatly strengthened, the Society has, 
on the advice of the Bombay Diocesan Committee, resolved to 
suspend its operations there-for the present, at all events; and 
is more than ever convinced of the necessity of concentrating 
its Missionary force, and not establishing a Mission at all, unless 
it can be established in strength, and yigorously supported. 

The Indo-British :Mission h:wing, during several years, 
received important aE"istance from the S'Jciety, was, with the 
full concurrence of the Hev. Geo. Candy, transferred to the 
Bombay Diocesan Committee in 1850. 

COLoMBo.-The oote of the Society's Missions in Ceylon, 
prior to the erection of the Bishopric of Colombo, is ns fullows; 
-NeweraElIia, 1838; Matura, 1840; Calpentyn,lS-J2. The 
Bishop on his arrival being fully impres~ed with the imJlortance 
of eliciting local contributions to the utmo~t, made the total 
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"-rant of 800l., hitherto allowed by the Society, by which three 
Missionaries were supported, available for the maintenance of 
six Missionaries and several native Catechists. 

The Bii3hop has, from the first, directed his earnest attention 
to the establishment of Sunday and Daily Schools in the several 
Th!issions. lIe has also ~ucceeded in founding, at Colombo, a 
Grammar-school, and a College to which the Society makes an 
annual grant of :W01. for a limited time. 

The Society has been contributing towards the maintenance 
of a Mis8ionary in the SEYeREr,LEs (a dependency of Mauritius) 
since the year 184~, and it makes an annual grant towards the 
salary of a }li:;siunary to the Dyaks of BORNEO. 

C APETOW N. 

CAPETOWN.-Thc colony of the Cape of Good Hope !Jas 
been in the pos8e5sion of the British Government since 1806. 
A Colonial Chaplain was appointed won afterwards: but, for a 
considerable period, little intere5t was felt in the religious con­
dition of the population, and no effort was made for the conver­
sion of the heathen. The Society sent ont in 1820 the Rev. 
W. "\\" right, to Capetown, where he was succeeded in 1831 by 
the Rev. Dr. E. .J. Burrow. "\ second Clergyman was added 
in }1'>-10 to the ~Ilciety's list. In the year 18-17, there were 
found in all only thirtel'n Clergymen and one C'atecili~t, minis­
tering to widely-scattered congregations, throughout a territory 
,,-hich, exclusive of the recent additions of British Kaffraria, 
the Sovereignty, and K atal, was as large as Great Britain iti'elf. 
In that year the Diocese of Capetown was constituted, in­
cluding, together with all our possessions in Southern Africa, the 
Island of bt. Helena; and Dishop Gray having been consecrated 
on St. Peter's Day, 18-17, arrived at Capetown on February 
20, 1848. The change which has been effected within the 
short period of three years, shows how the presence of a ?ingle 
man, full of zeal for the glory of Goel and the extensIOn of 
Christ's kingdom, can, with God's blessing, infuse life and 
energy wherever he goes in the exercise of his apostolic func­
tions. Since his consecration, the Bishop of Capetown has 
lllade four visitations, which have been performed on foot, or in 
a wagon; occasionally on horseback. In 18.10 he crossed the 
Orange River, to yisit the Boers at Bloem Fontein and Vrede 
Dorp, whence he descended on Pieter Maritzburg. On his 
way back, he passed throughout Kaffraria, sometimes into spots 
before unvisited by our travellers, or, at least, unknown to our 
geographers, for the purpose of bearing the tidings of the 
Gospel to those savage and implacable tribes. 
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The Clergy have been multiplied nearly fonr"fold j tW() 

Archdeacons, Merriman and Welhy, prove themselves able 
coadjutors of their noble-hearted Bishop, and .between forty and 
fifty active labourers are now engaged in Missionary labour 
throughout the long-neglected Diocese. N elv churches are 
$pringing up in every direction, and the colonists are exhibitinO' 
their sense of the benefits conferred upon them by makinO" 80m~ 
efforts on their part to correspond with those of the Ch~rch at 
hOlle. A Collegiate Institution has been established at W ood­
lands, near Capetown, which is already in active and efficient 
operation. A l\Iiosion has been organized, to the Mahomedans 
in and about Capetown j and other Missions, on a scale of 
unusual magnitude, are contemplated to the hitherto irreclaim­
able_Kaffirs, and the more hopeful and teachable Zoolus. 

AU S TR A L I A. 

THE Society has recently published" A Report of the Pro­
eeedings of a Meeting of the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity of 
the Province of Sydney, New South vVales, convend for the 
purpose of Establishin~ an Australasian Board of Missions." * 
The meeting was attended by the four Bishops of Australia. 
Proper, the Bishops of New Zealand and Van Diemen's Land; 
and the result was, the formal constitution of a Board of Mis­
sions for the propagation of the Gospel among~t the aboriginal 
inhabitants of the Australian Continent, and of the Islands of 
the Western Pacific. Such was the determination of a Church 
which was first planted in the year 1788 by a single Chaplain 
to a party of convicts. 

New South Wales was, in the first instance, taken possession 
of and occupied as a penal settlement, and Chaplains were one 
after the other appointed, as the Government considered theil' 
services to be required. In 1795- the Society began, on the 
recommendation of'the local chaplain, to pay two schoolmasters 
in the settlement. In 1798 the Rev. C. Haddock became the 
Society's :61'8t Missionary in Norfolk Island. But no successor 
to him was appointed, although the Society continued to pay 
schoolmasters till the year 1829. In 1825, when the popu­
lation of Australia was returned at 3] ,133, there were only 
teu Chaplains, ma;intained by the Government, at ten sta­
tions j and in 1837, when the population had m(}l'e than 
doubled, the number of Chaplains was only fourteen, many of 
them nearly worn. out with age or infirmity. From this time 
the progress of the Church has been very remarkable; The 

• Sold by Bell, Fleet S:tree~, and HatchaTd, Piceadillr. 
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Rev. William Grant Broughton, who had been appointed to 
succeed Archdeacon Scott in 1829, came to England in ] 834 to 
represent the extreme spiritual destitution of the colony; and 
the statements which he publicly made, especially before the 
two great Church Societies, as to the wants of the Church, 
excited general attention, and were soon followed by effectual 
assistance. Archdeacon Broughton was consecrated Bishop in 
1836; and though, on his return, he was not accompanied by a 
single Clergyman, the liberal grants of 3,0001. by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and 1,0001. by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, gave a new impulse to the 
exertions of' the members of the Church in the Colony, and 
within one year upwards of 13,500Z.-in money or land-was 
contributed for the same great purposes.* 

The great want now was of men; and the Government having 
offered to r~ceiye the recommendations by the Society of pro­
perly qualified Clergymen, if approved by the Bishop, measures 
were at once taken to secure the services of ten additional Chap­
lains, to whom the Society offered a salary of 501. in addition to 
what they received from the Colonial Government, and a grant 
of 150t. for outfit and expenses; and within a few months the 
whole number were on their voyage to Sydney. Thus a mate­
rial service \Vas rendered by the Society to the Australian 
Church at a very critical period of its history. 

Before the end of the year, the number of Clergymen ,,·hich 
the Society determined to a8"i:;t was raised from ten to fifteen; 
and the same terms were offered to five Chaplains for Van 
Diemen's Land. Indeed, it may be ~aid that, at this time, and 
for a few subsequent years, the attention of the Society was 
mainly directed to the Australian Colonies. Year after year 
more Clergymen were sent out; and considerable grants of 
money were placed at the Bishop's disposal for th~ service 
of the Church. In 1843, the Society was assisting in the 
maintenance of forty Clergymen in Australia, and ten in Van 
Diemen's Land. But it very wisely determined to limit the 
assistance which it offered to the greater part of them to a 
period of five years-after which it was reasonably thouO"ht 
that for that portion of their salary for which the Soci~ty 
had been temporarily answerable, they miO"ht be left to the 
good feeling and liberality of their several ~ongregations. As 
some, therefore, have been withdrawn from the missionary list, 
ot~lers have been added for longer or shorter periods; and it 
wlli be seen that at the pre~ent time the Society is renderinO' 
assist.ance to fifty Clergymen in the four diocei:es' of Australi:' 
and four in Van Diemen's Land . 

• Burton on the State of Religion in New South Wales. Cross: 1840. 
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In 1847, the great measure of a subdivision of the Diocese 
was effected. The see of Adelaide was founded by the muni­
ficence of Miss Burdett Coutts; and it may with truth be said, 
that but for the surrender of one-fourth part of his own income 
by the Bishop of Sydney, the two sees of Newcastle and Mel­
bourne could not have been endowed at that time. A vast 
increase in the number of the Clergy has been the consequence, 
as will be seen by the following table: - . 

JR47. 1,Q.50. 
Newcastle 17 27 
Adelaide 11 2:] 

(1851) 
Melbourne. :l 20 

NEW Z E A LAN D. 

THE Society's first Missionary to New Zealand was sent in 
1839. The number at present maintained or assisted by an 
annual grant of 1,0001. placed at the disposal of the Bishop, is 
eight. But besides thi, yearly contribution, the Society has, 
since the foundation of the see, paid the large sum of 7,0001. 
to meet an equal amount given by the New Zealann Company 
for permanent laml endowments for the Church. This grant 
has been the means of endowing three chaplaincies in per­
petuity. 
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REPORT FOR 1851. 

[A few pages, in addition to what has been set down in the pre'­
ceding Historical Summary, will suffice to bring the Proceedings' of 
the Society up to the present time.] 

NOVA ScoTIA.-The Society has the melancholy duty of 
placing upon record in these pages the death of Bishop Inglis, 
which took place in London on October 27th, 1850. 

His Lordship was born in 1777, at New York, where his 
father, a .Missionary of the Society, was rector of Trinity Church. 
In 1801 his father, then Bishop of Nova Scotia, ordained him 
to the Society's Mission at Aylesford. He was consecrated as 
successor to Bishop Stansel' in 182.5. Many of those who are 
interested in the Colonial Church still remember ",ith pleasure 
the Bishop's visit to England about ten years ago. The Bishop's 
friend, the Rev. H. H. Norris, one of the oldest and most re­
spected members of the Society, officiated at the interment, in 
Battersea churchyard; and he too, a few weeks afterwards, went 
to his rest. 

The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted by the 
Society on K ovember 15th:-

"1. That the Society has he:l.rd with unfeigned sorrow of the death 
of the Right Rev. John Inglis, Bishop of Nova Scotia, a few days after 
his arrival in this country, whither he had come, by the advice of his 
physician, for the recovery of his health. 

" 2. 'fhat the Society, while lamenting the loss which the Diocese of 
Nova Scotia sustains by the removal of a prelate who presided over it 
for a quarter of a century, desires to place on record its sense of the 
important services which the late Bishop was enabled to confer upon 
the Colonial Church, during a long life spent in the service of his 
Divine Master, partly as Missionary in connexion with the Society, and 
partly as chief pastor of a Diocese which, till within a few years 
comprised the provinces of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and NeV: 
Brunswick. 

"3. That a voluminous correspondence, continued during the whole 
of that period, bears testimony, not only to the unvarying attachment of 
the late Bishop to the Society, but also to the fidelity, consistency, and 
courtesy which characterised his ministerial life." 

The death of the Bishop was deeply and generally lamented 
in the Diocese, where he had exercised, for more than a quarter 
of a century, a truly paternal sway. Funeral sermons were 
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general throughout the Diocese. Archdeacon Willis, informinO' 
the Society that he had preached at St. Paul's, H,tlifax, says-" 

" To my parishioners the subject was one of deep and melancholy 
interest. The late Bishop, during the eight years immediately pre­
ceding his consecration, was their Rector, and he is still cherished in 
their memories as their former much loved and indefatigable Pnrish 
Priest. And, as to mys~lf, I feel that I have lost not only a personal 
friend, but my spiritual father and adviser-one with whom I have 
had constant intercourse for the last twenty-five years." 

The income of the Bishopric, hitherto provided by tIle Im­
perial government, terminated with the life of Bishop Inglis. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, therefore, addressed on Dec. 
1st, 1850, a letter* to the clergy of Nom Scotia, requesting 
that collections might be made, and other means adopted in the 
Diocese for contributing toward, an Endowment Fund. Thirty­
two clergymen, and twenty-eight lay delegates, assembled at 
Halifax on January 29th, 1851, and pledged themselve~, in 
reply to the Archbisbop, tc) adopt practical measures without 
delay in their respective parishc~, and eotablishcd at llalifax 
a Committee of general superintendence. 

The friends of the Colonial Church are looking forward to 
the result, for an evidence of t},e attachment of Nova Scotia 
churchmen to the constitution of the Church, and of their 
sense of the support which they have rcceived from England 
during more than sixty years. 

The Hev. Hibbert Binney, D.D., Fellow and Tutor of 'Vor­
cester College, was appointed to the vacant Bishopric, and con­
secrated at Lambeth on March 25th, 11:>51. His Lordship 
arrived in Halifax on July 22d. 

The Society, on :\larch 21, voted towards the Bishop's income, 
during his incumbency of the Sec, the annual sum of 4401.1-
(bein<T the amount received by his predecessor,) from the interest 
of th~ North American Bishops' Fund. 

The Society has granted the sum of 2001. per annum towards 
the stipends of four Clergymen, to meet the annual sum of 
400t. raised for them in the Colony. 

On the stronO' rccommendation of the late Bishop, a gratuity 
of 501. was vot~d to the Rev. P. J. Filleul; also a gratuity of 
lOot. to the Rev. J. Cochran. 

The usual annual reports from the Society's Missionaries 
were forwarded by Archdeacon Willis. A few have not come 
to hand. An Itbstract will be found on the following page, 
I • Printed in the Ecclesiastical Gazette, A pril8, 1851. 
, t The rent of Bishop's Farm,.ncar Halifax, (!lurchas~d?y the Society in 1795,) 
was added to this; and the Society for PromotlDg Christian Knowledge"granted 
on June 3d the sum of 2,0001. towards the endowment of the Bishopric. 
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which the Society regrets that it is not enabled to make more 
complete. 

Dioc~e oj Nova Scotia.' Stati8tics of Missionary Operations, 1850. 

j g 
.s] ~ ~ a! 

a~ j " ] "~ ~ ~ 
,; :; ';; ;;: £ C b~ ~ .. ;;: 

MISSION. § ~~ ~~ ~ "5 t ~ c C '" ,); ,); 'il ~ : 
~ ~" " ::; §~ u~ ~ ;;; 

<i i 0 

" -- - ---- - -------------
£ 

Amherst ............ 24 ... . .. 38 19 6 137 77 212 93 27 1,047 
Annapolis ..•....... lI2 50 65 23 6 13 140 106 315 152 50 650 
AntigoniSh,Little} 

64 12 50 10 1 I 121 120 72 0 41 1,770 River, & Tra-
cadie ............. 

5 27 6 7 7 97 100 16 500 Arichat, C. B ..•••.. 58 ... .. . 
Aylesford ..•..•....•• 60 20 80 14 10 6 110 JlO? 222 95 50 2,456 
Bridgtown .......... 80 21 86 29 4 4 )57 121 2i2 39 31 1,279 
Cl\ester ............ ··· 235 25 340 106 19 19 ... 150 HI 184 ... 2,428 
Chester Road .•.... 4 ... ... II ... ... .. . .. , .. . 40 ... 
Clements ............ 39 41 100 25 8 10 165 151 172 45 99 2,499 
Cornwallis and } 52 31 61 10 8 9 1H J3(? 120 313 26 2,080 

Horton .......... 
1J8 38 120 45 6 15 229 256 9i2 223 97 2,391 Digby ................ 

Guysboro' .......... 70 15 ... 35 6 9 lI6 \43 .. . 47 1.100 
Lunenburg ......... 170 80 ... 46 9 9 186 

186?1 
600 181 70 2,384 

l\Iahone Bay } ... 18 ... H 7 8 129 129 253 84 1\1 2,000 (New Dublin). 
31 100 57 8 Ii 151 1M 418 105 49 1,7S8 Mahone 8ay ....... ... 

Manchester and} 58 15 78 57 9 3 1\0 lIO? 256 46 80 1,342 Melford ........• 
25 154 29 G 7 191 266 Jl3 78 24 Milton & Rustieo. 62 2,405 

Newport ............ ... 91 92 13 4 0 91 89 92 13 10 1,348 
Porthill. P. E. 1... 27 31 ... 22 4 3 90 90 71 51 40 1,322 
St. Eleanor's ....... 107 10 68 33 9 6 11\ 107 601 57 31 2,789 
St. Margaret's Bay 55 99 170 53 12 16 91 911 2J6 46 27 1,058 
Shelburne .......... 124 20 100 51 1\ 12 184 182 361 65 81 1,590 
Ship Harbour, ) 75 9 65 47, ... 9 98 98 125 27 50 Eastern Shore.J 
Sydney, C. B ....... 125 0 160 20 3 5 125 Jl8 179 101 9 250 
Sydney. C. B. " .... 4\ ... 120 33 2 4 Jl8 98 20/1 59 40 987 
Truro ................ 69 70 ... 45 4 2 84 101 97 29 31 928 
Westmoreland } 57 ... 120 19 2 I 186 179 100 21 146 1,911 Harbour.P.E I. 
''leymouth ......... 40 10 60 18 2 5 108 104 210 28 60 J,:i60 
\\'lodsor ............. 50 45 125 

161 9 
10 133 106 220 88 450 

Yarmouth ......... . 95 80 100 32 6 8 175 158 500 150 50 1,816 

2,071 892 2,441 9S7 201 221 3,670 3,831 17,601 2.392 1,417 43,958 

FREDERICTON.-The Bishop of Fredel'(cton is at this time 
enrraged in the Visitation of his Diocese; and the Society must 
th~refore wait some time for a full report of the state of the 
Church, its progress, and its wants. 

The distress occasioned by the disastrous £re at Fredericton, 
which occurred towards the close of last year, interfered ma­
terially with Church contributions. 

The Societ~ has consented to. assign, subject to the Bishop's 
approval, a stipend formerly paId to the rector of the parish 
church of St. John's, to a district in a poor suburb, where a new 
church is already nearly completed. 
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The following letter from the Bishop of Fredericton, dated so 
recently as August 2, and written on Visitation, will throw 
much light on the position and difficulties of the Colonial 
Church:-

" Every year makes me more fully sensible of the great advantages 
bestowed on this country by the venerable Society. Without its fos­
tering aid it would be absolutely impossible in many of the country 
Missions to maintain a Clergyman for any length of time in ordinary 
decency. The best proof of which is, that even sectarian preachers, 
who are taken from the 10lyest ranks of the people, and incur little or 
no expense in education, are unable to maintain themselves long in any 
one place-but are maintained only by incessant agitation, at irregular 
intervals of time, whilst in bad weather the services are often dis­
pensed with altogether. Even in the large and important Diocese of 
Massachusetts, I see by the last Report of the Convention several ~Iis­
sions wholly vacant, and others struggling on in a languid existence, 
from the impossibility of securing a continued and steady support on 
the voluntary system. In order to ensure a steady maintenance of con­
tinued services in country villages, something in the shape of endowment 
is essential. This has enabled the Church in New Brunswick to number 
nearly fifty Clergy, whilst in the neighbouring Diocese of Maine, with 
a population of more t.han double the number, there are only twelve or 
thirteen. The difficulties connected with the establishment of a neVI' 
Mission are greater than anyone accustomeu. to the quiet orderly 
system of an English village can readily conceive. Imagine a number 
of independent freehold farmers, but of small means, left to themselves, 
as is often the case, for some years, without. any religious ordinances, or 
divided into sectional parties of professed Churchmen of very doubtful 
Churchmanship, Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians. There is no 
traditional reverence for the ancient place where their forefathers rest 
in peace; they have, as it were, to make their religion, as they make their 
farm, and both are left in very imperfect cultivation. To gather all or 
any portion of these persons together, soothe their prejudices, invite their 
cooperation, secure their attendance, and induce them to build a church 
and worship in it steadily, is a great effort, whioh can only be understood 
by those who have seen and felt the difficulty. It is far more difficult to 
prevail on them to contribute steadily towards the maintenance of a 
Clergyman. The sums paid are small, paid very irregularly, and come 
in in such a way, to use the common expression, as to do a man no good. 
However, the Society must not suppose that no efforts are made. As 
far as I can ascertain, about 2,000l. a-year is given by the people, in­
dependently of our Church Society, towards the support of the Clergy, 
which gives about 40l. a-year, on an average, for each Clerg'Yman. 
Probably, however, haJf of this sum is given by the city of St. John, 
and even there, a small sum, comparatively, is paid by subscription. 
There can be no doubt that three times the sum might be paid without 
.any real inconvenience, if people gaye to God the tithe, or half the tithe, 
of what God gives to them. 
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" With regard to the general progress of the Missions, it is, thope, 
an onward progress; slow, and in many cases scarcely per.ceptible, 
but still in the direction of the Church of England. No Clergyman 
has deserted our little flock to join the Church of RomE', nor are there 
any indications of such a tendency in any of the Clergy; those who 
would impute this to us are guilty of a foul calumny. 

" I am bound to acknowledge indeed that more attention is paid to 
the decency and order of public worship everywhere; that fewer churches 
are erected in which there is no provision for kneeling, and in which 
there is neither a font, nor vessels for the holy communion; but my 
experience has been uniformly this,-that those parishes in which the 
Clergyman has been most neglectful of the godly order of the church, 
have supplied us with the fewest candidates for confirmation, and are 
notorious for the greatest amount of seceders from our communion; and 
whilst our brethren at home are continually parading lists of persons 
who have left, or are suspected of a wish to leave our Church for the 
Church of Rome, nothing is said of the number who have joined us from 
other bodies of Protestants, which is far larger. But if the list could 
be produced of those who are really of no religion at all, I fear it would 
be found the largest of all. 

" New Jlissions. By the kindness of English friends, I have been 
enabled to send about into various places travelling Missionaries, and 
the first· fruits of their labours is now apparent in a new Mission under 
the charge of the Rev. C. P. Bliss. I am now writing in this mission, 
which contains a whole county, until of late abandoned to the Baptists, 
the consequence of which is, that whole families grow up unbaptized, 
and indifferent to religion. 'fhe Missionary has four stations, one 
twenty miles from his residence, which he constantly attends. In 
another, nine miles distant, I yesterday consecrated a simple but 
ecclesiastical little building; at the church-town (as we may call it), he 
has nearly completed a second very beautiful little church, and he 
hopes, ere long, to build a third. The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, which generously contributed 150l., never laid out their 
money better, or more economically. 

" I confirmed, yesterday, eleven persons; and one of the settlers, an 
Irish woman, told me it was twenty-five years since she had seen a 
Bishop. They all took part in the service with a fervour which was 
truly edifying and delightful. 

" Last summer I also consecrated the church of St. Andrew, New­
~stle, being the fourth which has been erected by the ~elf·denying and 
!ncessant labours of the Rev. J. Hudson, your travelling Missionary. It 
IS the completest model of a wooden church we have; and is not inferior 
in beauty to any design of similar size I have ever seen. It has a 
chancel 19 feet by l~, and nave 40 by 20. Yet this Missionary presented 
to me for confirmatIon a larger number of persons than were furnished 
by some of the most populous places, and twenty-nine of them walked 
through a most pitiless storm several miles to be confirmed. In naming, 
however, Mr. Hudson, let me not be supposed to disparage other equally 
zealous and devoted labou~ers. Some progress has been made with the 
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cathldral this summer, though myextensi"e tour has not allowe':l me 
.to be on the spot to watch it. The spire will soon be completed, the 
plastering finished, and many of the windows put in. I trust, if I live, 
to consecrate it at my next 'l'riennial Visitation. 

"In compliance with his Grace the Archbishop's recommendation, 
Jubilee Sermons were preached in the churches in this diocese, and 
1lo11ections made in behalf of our Church Society. We observed, with 
thankfulness, the interest taken in the same event by the American 
Church, and the numbers who flocked to the cathedrals of dear old 
England, to join in the solemnities of their choral worship. It 
reminded me of the numbers I had constantly seen of plain, poor men, 
joining every Sunday in the chanting and singing at home. We are not 
wholly without such celebrations here; and we rejoice to unite ourselves 
with the Church throughout the world, which, in our mother tongue, 
continually cries out,-' Day by day we magnify Thee, and we wor.hip 
Thy name ever world without end.' 

" May God increase the number of those who are less eager to watch 
for offenders than to save souls; and who, instead of 'wandering from 
house to house as tattlers and busybodies, speaking things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake, give themselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word, warn the unruly, comfort the feeLle-minded, 
support the weak, obey them that have the rule oyer them, and in 
quietness do work, and eat their own bread.' 

" , As for such as walk according to this rule, grace be upon them 
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.' " 

QUEBEc.-The Bishop having, during last summer, made a 
visit to the Magdalen Islands, in the mouth of the St. Lawrence, 
and finding the inhabitants entirely without the ministrations of 
religion, deterlllined upon establishing a Mission there. He 
R!'£ordingly selected and ordained ?dr. Felix Boyle, a student of 
Bishop's College, Lennoxville, for that Mission. 

Mr. Boyle was born and brought up in the district of Gaspe, 
and is of course familiar with the habits of "life and modes of 
conveyance which prevail in the fishing settlements of the 
Ga~pe." The Society readily consented to put lHr. Boyle on 
the Missionary list, for a stipend of lOot. a-year, chargeable on 
the Clergy Reserves Fund. . 

Two other Missions have been opened, namely, Bourg LOUIS, 
a risincr settlement of Irish Protestants, to which the Rev. 
T. Pe;nefather has been appointed,-and :Mal Bay, formerly 
part of the Gaspe MWsion. The Rev. F. R. A. Smith has been 
put in charge of this. Both of these Miss~cnaries were sent 
out as candidates for Holy Orders by the SOCIety. 

The Rev. W. Arnold retires from Gaspe, and is succeeded 
by Mr. Delamare, a native of Jersey. The Bishop received 
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the express thanks of the inhabitants, for the appointment of 
one so well qualified by his knowledge, both of French and 
Engli~h, to minister to the mixed population of that coast. 

::\IOXTIlEAL.-The division of the diocese has led to the division 
of the Chul'ch Suciety; and at the commencement of the present 
year the Church Society for the separate diocese of Montreal 
held its first mectina-, which, both in the attendance and the 
amount of subscl'ipti~ls, far exceeded any previous meeting for 
a like object in that city. There were thirty-six Clergymen 
present j and the Bishop took the opportunity of urging upon 
them and upon the laity the permanent duty of making provision 
for the support of the Church, from their own local resources. 

The following extract from his letter, datcd January 23, EO 

entirely expresses the views of the Society, that it is thought 
right to put it on record in the Report. 

" I have made a p~int at that meeting and all other suitable occa­
sions, of pressing on all the members of the Church the necessity of 
strenuously exerting ourselves to make the Church self-supporting and 
independent; and I have found in all (Juarters a deep conviction of the 
unsoundness of our present position. ~ 0 doubt we shall have great 
difficulties to encounter, but we must prepare to meet them j and I feel 
that the dp.licate and difficult task of carrying this work into operation 
is what I am bound to undertake. Some few arrangements I find 
myself at once obliged to carry out, which will cause some increase of 
charge to the Society: but in all my future phns, I shall wish most 
rigidly to enforce the necessity of a certain provision being made for 
every minister, wherever his services are regularly and continuously 
required-and if some of the existing :\Iissions are abandoned, I am 
.decidedly of opinion that it will have a good effect, and show 
that the Society are in earnest in their intention-which has never 
yet been credited here-of not permanently contiuuing to supply the 
entire salaries. As I told them at our Meeting, if a Church has been 
at work so many years amongst them and has not yet found a home 
in the hearts and affections of the people, there must be somethino­
unsound, something that requires alteration. Of course this will requir~ 
-considerable discrimination-the scattered nature of our people, the want 
of money in the back settlements, the continual immigration of a poor 
population, must a,ll be taken into consideration. But still I feel we 
must show that we are in earnest." 

'While thus pressing upon the members of the Church the 
dl~ty of providing locally, as far as possible, for its support, the 
Bishop has strongly: re~ol1l111ended the Society to make grants 
to meet local contnbutIons for the purchase of O'lebes in the 
several Missions. This proposal has been adopted by the Society, 
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Ile-companied, however, bv the conditions-That such t"Trants from 
the Society shall in no ~a8e exceed 100l. or be mon~ than one­
third of the purchase money; that their total amo11nt shalllleyer, 
in any single year, exceed 1,0001. ; and that, in all cases, five per 
e-ent. Qn the capital so advanced by the Society shall be dedue-ted 
from the stipend of the :Missionary for whose 'Mission it is made. 

The foItolYing reflections of the Bishop, arisinn' out of his 
winter visitation in the eastern towllships, are in:rtructiye and 
interesting. The date of the communication is March 22, 
1851 :-

"I have nothing of particular interest to add, as hrlving occurred 
<luring my last tour through the districts of Richelieu, l\1issisqui, and 
Beauharnois. The country about. here is now so settled, that all the 
romance of Missionary life is at an end: and the uniform, prltient, 
every-day work of the Clergymrln, however important, furnishes few 
details "'ith which to fill a journal, and engage the attention of the 
public. 

" I will merely say, that I was in many respects pleased and satisfied 
with what I saw and heard. There is much to be done, many things 
to be set in order and regulated; and of course in some places reproof 
and correction not to be spared. But the Clergy on the whole are 
a valuable and a hard-working body: and I think that wherever the 
Church is true to ht'rself, and her Ministers faithful and active, there the 
people, according to their means, will not be backward in their support. 
I met with much attention and respect, and the Clergy endeavoured tt) 
meet me everywhere in as large numbers as possible. During the 
month that I was travelling, the weather was most unfavourable, the cold 
intense, down to 28 degrees below zero, and the snow deeper than it has 
been for twenty years. This prevented the attendance of the country 
people in as great numbers as would have been otherwise the case. I 
was absent from 23d of January to 18th of February, during which 
time I visited sixteen different Missions (omitting Bedford, where 
I was prevented going by a severe storm and cleep snow,) inspected 
eighteen churches and five other buildings in which Divine Service is 
performed-attended services in congregations amounting to 3,054 per­
sons, preached nineteen sermons, delivered seventeen addresses, adminis­
tered the Holy Communion once, consecrated one church at Henryville 
-presided at one public meeting of the Church Society at St. J.ohn's,. 
bad interviews with the Building Committees, and saw proposed sites of 
three new churches: was met and attended at various places by twenty­
two of the Clergy, several meeting me at three or four different places; 
and travelled 346 miles." 

The Bishops of Quetec and Montreal had fixed Adyent Su~­
day for the celebration of the Society's Jubilee, throughout theIr 
two dioceses. 

E 
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RUPERT'S LAND.-The Society has received, during the' past 
year, lett~rs from the Bishop of Rupert'~ I:and, u~gen!ly s?licit­
in". a stIpend for the support of a MIsSIOnary In hlS dIstant 
n~-thern diocese, either at York Fort, or the Assineboine, to 
minister to a population of settlers and pensioners. The 
Society, anxious to show its sympathy with the devoted Bishop 
of that remote settlement, and encouraged by his undertaking 
to provide a portion of the salary, and to build a church, has 
resolved to place the sum of loOt. a-year at his di~posal) for the 
support of a Mi~sionary at whichever of the stations mentioned 
his Lordship should determine; and to approve of the appoint­
ment of the Rev. ·William Taylor, of the diocese of Newfound­
land, whom he had nominated for the duty. 

TORONTO.-Very shortly after his return to his Diocese, the 
Bishop of Toronto held a Visitation, at which thirteen Deacons 
were advanced to the Priesthood, ancI five literates ordained 
Deacons. 

His Visitation was held in May of the present year. The 
Clergy since the last had increased from 11 8 to i 50. The 
number of Churches in the Dioce~e was upwards of 200, and 
occasional services wer(; held at various stations; a great effort 
had been made in the Diocese for the erection and endowment 
of a College in close connexion with the Church, and so suc­
sessflll ha(.1 that. effor.t. been, that at this mon:ent a stately 
structure IS rapIdly nsmg on a very commandmg site nem' 
Toronto, and already an act for the incorporation of the 
PI"oposed institution under the name of Trinit.y Colleo-e has 
passed the Legislature. It is proposed to transfer the St~ldents 
of the Theological institutions at Cobourg to this new ColleO"e 
which will be opened in the month of November. <> • 
. The Ch~rg~ delivered by the .Bishop to the Clergy and lay 

'Blegates IS full of earnest adVICe to them to take viO"orous 
~easures for the maintenance, and prospective extension of 
their own Church. Even supposing the Clergy Reserves should 
be retained without further diminution, the welfare and 
efficiency of the Church must depend upon the affection and 
self-denying liberality Df her members. " 

At the conclusion of the Visitation resolutions were unani­
mously adopted concerning the alienation of the Clergy 
Reseryes, and a Petition was agreed upon to the Queen, tG 
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give the Royal sanction to the assemblinO" of a Convocation of 
Clergy and Laity for the Diocese of Tor;nto. 

NEWFOUNDLAND.-On ?t. Matthew's day (Sept. 21st) 1850, 
the Cathedral of St. John s was consecrated, and has ever since 
been open for the daily ~cryice of the Church. The seats are 
all free. On the day after the consecration, viz. Sunday, 
September 22d, an ordination W;lS held in the new Cathedral, 
when the following Missionaries of thc Society werc ordained 
Priests :-The Rev. 'V. K. White; the Rev. O. nume; the 
Rev. Algernon Gifford; the Rev. A. G. C. Bayly; and the 
Rev. Julian Moreton: and 1\1r. Crosse, a Sehoolmnstcl', ,vas 
ordained Deacon. The subjoined recommendation of him, by 
the Bishop, waseonsiclered abundantly sufficient to justify his 
being placed on the Society's :i'llissionnry Roll :-

" ;\11' Crosse is contented to receive only 501. a-year from the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, continuing to act as schoolmaster. 
He is a very meritorious young man, and his senicrs in an important 
part of the .Mi,;~ion of Twillingate, called Herring Neck, have Leen very 
acceptable and va:'lable, and pursued and continued under great diffi­
culties and privatiOl':. His residence is in a settlement of rather an 
alarming title-Starve Harbour-and it was neal' justifying its title Ly 
starving poor JIr. Crosse. He was obliged to discontinue his night­
school in consequence of the snow drifting so much into the room. rIe 
lives in a little cabin portioned off from the fisherman's kitchen, and 
never is visited by brother or friend. And yet, in the midst of all these 
discouragements and difficullic., he has succeeded in building ancl 
furnishing a very ne:tt church with a chancel, and, what is of far greater 
importance, has been instrumental in bringing a wild, undisciplined 
race of people to a state of, at least, outward order and decency, and, I 
trust, to a reltl concern for their own salvation and the glory of God. 

" I shall not, therefore, ask in vain that he may be employed as a. • 
Deacon by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, (continuing to 
act as a schoolm<lster) at the moderate salary of [jOI. pel' annum." 

" I had," suys the Bi,hop, in the Eume lctter, "the sati"f:lction 
of e:xpre8sing my high sense of ::\Ir. Bridge's services by found­
ing an Archdeaconry by the title of the Archdeaconry of X ew­
found land and Labrador. I wish I had the means of making the 
Archdeaconry something more tha!:! a mere title of distinction 
and place of laLour.". The Society has to acknowledge the im­
portant services conferred upon it by Archdeacon Britlgc during 
his late visit to this countl·y for the benefit of his health. 

The Society has made a grant of '250t. to the Bishop fl'1' the 
E2 
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purchase of certain eligiblc mission premiscs at Forteau Bay, 
Labrador, a purchase on which, in the opinion of the devoted 
Missionary ::\Ir. Giftin'd, the firm establishment and success of 
the .i\Ii""ion dependelL 

The Rcports, both 0(. Mr. Gifford and :'fr. Disney, are pub­
lished in l\ o. XXVI. of the" Church in the Colonies," and will 
nmply repay the trouble of perusal. Mr. Gifford, who speaks 
cheerfully of thc weather on that icy shore, says, in re~pect to 
a scyercr kind of trial, "If it be not the solcmnity of a 
lilissionary's duties here, allll generally the holy influences of 
Ieligion, nothing can resist the extreme loneliness and scclusion 
Df Labrador." 

The Rev. H. P. Dioney. ,,-ho i, stationed at St. FranciB 
Harbour, has a district of ahoYe :200 miles of coast under his 
care. During thc summer of 18[jO, he yi,;ited all the harbours, 
ahove twenty, betwc(,ll Hcnlcy Harbour and Sandwich TIay; 
mlmitted fifty per"ulls into the Church by baptism. and married 
nine coupl~". Thc population within his district amounts to 
10,000 in thc summer, of whom ahout 600 reside there all the 
winter. He kept school cvery ,Yednesday and Friday, and had 
a large attendance of Esquimaux women and children, some of 
whom came from a considerable distance; and all showed the 
greatest anxiety to learn to speak and read Englidt. It should 
be mentioned, to the honour of the principal merchants there, 
the jUe:'srs. Hunt, of London, :md the Messrs. Slade, of Poole, 
that each of thcse firms subscribes 50l. a-year to the expense 
of this ?Iis,;ion. 

The Society has lost, during the past year, the old and faith­
ful Missionary of II arbour Grace, the Rev. John Chapman: he 
died shortly after his return to this country. Mr. Blackman, a 
Student of the Theological Institution, has been allowed to 
remove to St. Augll~tine's, Canterbury, retaining hi~ Schol:w­
ship, for the completion of his Theological Education. Mr . 
• James Carter, formerly employed as Schoc:!master in the 
Nayal Establishment of Bermuda, has also been ndn,itted at 
St. Augustinc's. 


