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At a meeting of the New England Historie-(i,'nealogi('al Society, 
held at their Room~ in Boston, on '" ednesday afternoon, January 1!J, 
1859, on motion of 1\11'. Dean, it was 

ResoZ,'ed, That a Committee of five be appointed to consider whether it be advi
sable or not, for this :->oeicty to celebrate the One Hundredth Anniycrsary of the 
capture of Quebec-an eyent which determined the institutions, history and character 
of the whole future of America; and that they be req uestell to report at an early 
day. 

After some discussion the resolution was adopted, and Hey. Henry A. 
l\Iiles, D. D., Frederic Kidder, Rev. Martin Moot'", JO:ieph Palmer, 
1\1. D., and John 'Y. Dean, were chosen the Committee. 

Rev. Dr. l\Iiles, chairman of the committ .. ", at the next meeting 
February 2, reported in favor of a private celebration in the Rooms 
of the Society. The plan recommended wa, adopted, and the 
committee unanimously invited Hon. Lorenzo Sabine to deliver an 
Address on the occa.,ion, which im'itation he finally ar('epll',l It was 
afterwards suggr'sterl that a more public celebration of the event ",ao; 
desirable; and, on submitting the O'ubject to the S,)('idyon the 3d of 
August, a vote was passed giving the committee full power, and 
they issued the following circular:-

The One Hnndredth Anniversary of the capture of Quebec naturall;' im'ites the 
students of American Histon' to survey the consequences of au event which did so 
much to give ascendency to English civilization, and the Protestant religion, in this 
counh·y. 

One of the youngest of the New England Historical Societies, we proposed, at first, 
only a private commemoration in its Rooms, and for this purIH"e, invited Hon. 
LOREXZO SABINE to deliver an Addrc". ~ince his ,,('ceptam'e, a ,\to.,ire has heen 
expressed for a more puhlic occasion, and, to this the ~ocietr has yielded. Tues
day, the 13th of September next, completing' a century since the death of GENERAL 
WOLFE, is the day selected, and public notice will be gin'll, in the Boston papers 
of the 12th of that month, of the place and hour of meeting. 

The attendance of friends of historical research, and CSJll·,'ially of members of 
Historical Societies, will be an encouragement and an honor to us ; and, respectfully 
inviting your prescence, we take leave to subscribe ourselves, 

With high considerations of regard, 

Your friends, very truly, 

HENRY A. MILES. 
FREDERIC KIDDER. 
MARTIN MOORE. 
JO:->EPH p AL~lER. 
JOHN W. DEAN. 

Committee of the New England Historic-Genealogical Societ!/. 

BOSTON, August 2.3, 1859. 



In reply to this circular, letters were received from t?e President of 
the American Antiquarian Society, Hon. Stephen SalIsbury, of W or
cester from the Presidents of the Rhode Island, Vermont, and Chicago 
Histo;ical Societie~. namely, Albert G. Greene, Esq., of Providence, 
R. 1., Henry Steven~, Esq .• of Barnet, Vt., and "William H. Brown, Esq., 
of Chicago, Ill.; from thc Corn,sponding Secretaries of the New Hamp
shire and Maryland Historical Societies, namely, Rcv. Kathaniel Bou
ton, D. D., of Concord, }J'. H., and Rev. E. A. Dalrymple, D.D., of Bal
timore, :UJ.; from the Librarian of the Connecticut Historical Society, 
Frederick 13. Perkill". Esq., of Hartford; from the Secretary of the 
E"t'x In:,titllte, Henry "Wheatland, lH. D., of Salem, in behalf of their 
seY"ral S .. ('i<'li,Js; and from other gf'ntl"men to whom pen'onal invita
tion.'; had been sent. The Recording Secretary of the lHassachusetts 
Histori"al Socif't,l'. Rev. Chandler n .. bLins, D. D., transmitted a copy 
of the following vote, pa,,;ed by that Society September 8 :-

" T~)ted, Th:lt the memhers of the :'IIa,,,,,,,ll1Isetts Historical Society, accept the 
invitation of the Committee of the New En[dund Historic-Genealo.cdcal Society, to 
be present on the occasion of cl'lehrntin:,:- b:' n puhlic discourse the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the capture of Qnchec, and take pleasure in manifestin.~ thereby, 
through the courtesy of a kindred Society, their interest in the great historic event 
whieh it is intended to commemorate." 

The Librarian of the Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical Society, 
Edward Hohlen, E'fl" tran:,mitted a copy of the vote passed September 
9, by that fiul'iety, as follows:-

" Voted, Unanimously, that this Socil'l!' most cordially accept the invitation of 
the New Eng-land Historic·-Genealo.c6cal Society; and that said t'iol'iety he a"ure',l 
of our grateful recognitiun of the fraternal courtesy with which the illyitation ,,":IS 

communicated, as well as of oUt" high appreciation of the purpose of that bOfh- 11l 

cOlllmCllloratin.~ thc centennial of an en'nt which had ,0 important a bcaring upon 
the civil, social and religious liberties of our common country." 

JUl'. Greene. in his letter mentioned above, wrote:-

" The inter".,t which I have always felt in the impOliant historical eyent which 
your Soei,ety is to commemorate, has not been lessened by the fact that havino- ycry 
recently returned from a vi,it to Canada, the existing local memorials of the c~ptUl;e 
of ({nehec, are almost as viyiclly before me as they were a few days ago when I 
stoo,l among them; and I much reg:ret that I cannot meet the members of Your 
Society. and li,[l'n to the distinguished gentleman who will address you oil the 
o('('a:-;iun," 

lUI'. Stevens wrote:-

" I do hope that your 8, 'eidy will prosper, and your memhers multiply from vear 
to year: at least. until tIl<' morning of the 10th' of May, A, D., 1875 when 'said 
l:)ocicty willll(loct ill the vicinity of Ticonderoga, and ce1ebrate the on~ hundredth 
IInni \'ersar:- of the capture of the first fortress taken from the British III' a few 
Green :\Ionntain ]''':"8, aided h:' John Brlllm, from Boston, and Cupt. ~Iott, from 
Connecticut, and five others from Massachusetts and Connecticut. Again when 
your Sc".iety celebrates the olle ~unfh:edth anniyersur:" of the British evacnating 
Boston, your orator on that occaSIOn Will not forget to make honorable mention of 
the forty ox-sled loads of cannon and other mnnitions of war that were taken from 
St. Johns, Crown Point, a~d Tieonc1l'ro:,:-a, hy the Green Mountain hoys and others, 
to thc south end of Lake George, and there beino- landed and delivered to the order 
of General 'V"shingtoIl, were tuken in part to fo~ts on the Hudson HiYer, to Spring
field, New LO~l<lon and Groton. Several cannon were taken to the vicinity of 
Boston, I dann that It was by the use of these cannon that the British were driven 
out of Boston. I have for a witness the baU now in the waU of Brattle St. Church." 



Benson J. Lossing, Esq., of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., wrote:-

"It seems to be a most appropriate occasion for rejoicing on the part of the New 
England people, for when the British flag wus unfurled upon the walls of Quebec, 
the loug day of peace and quiet for which generations had prayed, dawned upon 
New England." 

It would be interesting to continue these extract~, but sufficient have 
been given to show the feeling with which the proposed celebration 
was received. 

The Legislature of lUassachusetts having commenced an extra ses
sion on the seventh of September, the committee of arrangements made 
application to the House of Representati,-es for the use, on the 13th of 
that month, of their Hall, in which it seemed appropriate that the Address 
should be delivered. This request was readily acceded to; and both 
branches of the Legislature being indted to hear the Address, accepted 
the invitation. 

The weather 'vas prop it ions on the day of the celebration, and, at an 
early honr, the Hall was well filled with a respectable audience, among 
whom were many ladies. Besides the members of the New England 
Historic-Genealogical Society, there were present members of the lUas
sachusetts General Court, and of the lUas"achusetts Historical Society, 
and numerous other friends of historical research, while the following 
gentlemen attended as delegates from other Societies, namely: from the 
Maine Historical Society, the President, Hon. "Tilliam ~Willis, of Portland; 
from the K ew Hamp~hire Historical Soc'i<:ty, the Recording Secretary, 
William F. Goodwin, Esq., of Concord; and from the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, o"her Parsons, 1\1. D., and the LiLrarian, Rc'-. 
Edwin 1\1. Stone, of Providence. 

At half-pa4 three o'clock the meeting wa~ called to order by RCT. 
Dr. Miles, the chairman of the committee of arrangements, and the 
president of the Society, Almon D. Hodge~, Esq., took the chair. The 
venerable Rev. William Jenks, D. D., offered an appropriate and im
pressive prayer, after which the President briefly addn'ssc(l the IN'Clll

bly, stating the consiqerations which led the Society to celebrate the 
event, and then introduced the orator for the occa,ion, Hon. Lorenzo 
Sabine, who proceeded to deliver the Address. 

At a meeting of the Society, held vVednesday afternoon, September 
21, on motion of Mr. Trask, the thanks of the Society were voted to 
1\11'. Sabine for his able and eloquent Address, and he was re(luested to 
furnish a copy for the press. lUI'. Sabine has complied with this 
request, and his Address is now printed under the superintendence of 
the committee. 





A D DR E S S. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen:-

THERE is so much to say on this occasion, that, like \\' olfe 
himself, I have but a "choice of difficulties:" and should I fail 
to interest :'ou, I haye simply to ask that you remember the 
reasons which induced me, after a positiyc declination, to appear 
before you, as well as the circumstallces un(Ier which this Ad
dress has been prepared. And you will bear ,yith the offensive 
pronoun, since its use will save \\'onb, and allow me to speak 
directly and without restraint. With this brief introduction, I 
pass at once to discuss the topics which the day suggests to us. 

The first charters and grants of France and Englaml in 
America, were made in perfect ignorance of the country, and, 
it happened that the same territory was sometime conyeyed by 
each: while generally the bounderies were so uncertainly de
scribed as to produce long and bitter controyersie~. The earli
est difficulties occurred in that half fabulous, never defined re
gion, called-" Acadie." The treaty of St. Germain. lly which 
the former power acquired Canada, Noya Scotia, and. Cape Bre
ton, terminated the disputes for a time. But, the English people 
condemned the cession, and new contentions arose, which, as 
we shall see, ceased only with the extinction of the French pow
er in this hemisphere. In fact, a historian of acknowledged 
authority inclines to the opinion, that the differences to which 
that treaty gave rise were among the causes of the American 
Revolution. 



Twenty four years clal'~ca, when Crom,Yell, insisting that No
va Scotia rightfully helonged to England, took possession of it, 
and founded a colony. After the restoration of the Stuarts, 
however, and by the treaty of Breda, it passed a second time to 
France, to the great displeasure of the North, and especially 
of Massachusetts. Neither lines nor limits were mentioned: and 
collisions, reprisal~, and fierce quarrels were renewed. The 
convention of London, in 1(;:-;(), e()ldlrmed the two powers in the 
possession of the "\ml'l'i('all rollnlies held at the beginning of 
hostilities, but 'with boundaries as unsettled as ever before. 
~agacious men in N cw England had now become convinced, 
that the entire cxpulsion of the French was the only measure 
to ensure peace: and they endea \"flrcd to enlist the sympathy 
and co-operation 'of the mot\]('r country. The war between 
France and England, wllieh followed the accession of William 
and Mary, was barely proclaimcd in Boston, when the General 
Court prepared to conqnor N()Ya ~('otia and Canada. The ex
pedition against the first ,ms successful: but the enterprise in 
the St. La"Tl'l](,.c was disastrous. At the peace of Ryswick, 
mutual restitution was stipulated: and New England was deep
ly wronged. In the first year of the reign of Queen Anne, the 
two nations were again illYuhl'll in ·war. The people of the 
Northern Colonies needl'rlno solicitations to engage heartily in 
the conte~t. They attcl1ll'icll to recoYC'r Nunl Scotia: equipped 
a fleet at Boston: llut failc,l to accomplish their oldect. ",Yith 
the promise of ships from Ellg-lallll, they renewed their efforts, 
three years later; hut wrre again unsuC'C'cssful. At last, in 
1710, No,a Scotia beC'amc an English colony. Its reduction 
was a duty assumed by the ministry, but, in truth, it was ac
complished principally by colonists and colonial resources. Of 
the force assembled at Bostoll, six ships and a corps of marines 
were, indeed, sent from England; but the remainder, thirty 
vessels and four regiments, were furni~hed by the four North
ern colonies. 

Whoever has examined the transactions thus rapidly noticed, 
has ceased to wonder that the Stuarts were so odious in New 
England. I know of nothing more disgraceful to them, either 
as sovereigns or as private gentlemen, than their dealings with 



their own original grantees, and the claimants under them; and 
with their subjects in America, who bled, reign after reign, to 
put an end to the calamities entailed upon them by the treaty 
of St. Germain, and ,rho, in the adjustments of European 
questions were defrauded of the fruits of their exertions and 
sacrifices by the stipulations in the subsequent trea ties of Bre
da, of London, and of R~'s\Yick. 

The conquest of one French pO~f;ession achieved, the ministry 
yielding to importunities from America, projected an enterprise 
for the acquisition of Canalla, also. "The whole design," wrote 
the celebrated Bolinghroke, "was formed by me." After inex
cusable delays on the part of those entrusted with the manage
ment of the affair in England, a fleet and land force finally 
departed from Boston for the St. Lawrence. A more miserable 
termination to a military operation of moment, can hardly be 
found in history. Peace was concluded in 1713; and its terms 
were assailed in words of bitter denunciation ll}' the party in 
opposition. Lord Oxford ,vas impeached, and tried for his life; 
but such has been the progress of civilization that his conces
sions to France on the sea,-his principal offense-have become 
honorable to his memory. 

In 17 H, England and France were still again involved in 
war; and the year following, the capture of Cape Breton was 
undertaken. The subjugation of that Islan~ is the most re
markable martial event in our colonial annals. Se,eral colonies 
south of New England were invited to join in the expedition, 
but not one would consent to waste life in a project so utterly 
mad: and Franklin, forgetting that he was" Boston born," rid
iculed it in one of the wittiest letters he ever wrote. In Mas
sachusetts, and elsewhere at the North, men enlisted as in a 
crusade. Boston was the place of embarkation, and for weeks 
troops filled the streets, and ships and transports the harbor. 
Louisbourg, the capital, was the point of attack. Nearly twenty
five years, and thii·ty millions of lines, had been required to 
complete it. More than two hundred pieces of cannon were 
mounted to defend it. It had nunneries and palaces, terraces 
and gardens. That such a city rose upon a lone, desolate isle, 
in the infancy of American colonization, is wonderful. A more 

2 
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undisciplined and disorderly body of men never attempted the 
reduction of a walled city. The French commander submitted 
on the forty-ninth day of the inyestment, and the yictors en
tered the" Dunkirk of the ,Vestern world" amazed at their own 
achievement. At the close of hostilities Cape Breton ~was re
stored: and the people of Xew Enghnc1 saw their yietories and 
their interests sacrificed as "equivalents" for defeats and 
disasters in Eu)'()pe, as in the time of the ;:;tuarts. 

But the contt'st for sUl)j'elllac~' wac; soon renewed. The peace 
of 17.!8, was, indeed, only a truce. France aimed by means of 
the ~t. La\\'reJl('(~ and tll(' illtc'rwllin,!:!,' lakes and otlier waters, 
to connect Ca!wrla and L()uisiana; and, in the execution of this 
plan, built al'()llt twenty forts, besides block-houses or stockade 
traclill/.!: pnsts, on territory claimed by ElI,ldnllr1. The all('g'l·t1 
a)2:g-res:-:i()m: wpre in the rf'.Q'ion of "\cadic, and in the domains of 
Virginia. Hostile deeds I}('currerl in 110th before the formal 
dechirati()1l of '\\,~11'. The Board flf Trade SC'llt or<l(']'s to the 
Governors of the English Colonies, in 1754, "to repel force by 
fo)'ce." The C'\,(,llts which followed these instructiol\s intro
duced upon the theatre of affairs, the youth-Geor,!2:c ,Yashing
ton-tu perform an imlJortant and hazardous mi:-:sion £)1' his 
native ('nlon,\', anrl tu prepare himself to serYe his whole (,(Hmt!',\'. 
The establishment of a French post on the Ohio, and the 
defeat of ,Yashington, \\'('n~ the reaSOllS for the sending of Brad
dock to blunder; to t)'eat wise cOUllSels ,,,ith contempt; and 
to perish. The reaSOllS, too, of an attempt on Fort Kiagara, 
by Shirley, (governor of l\Ias:;achm:l'tts, and commander-in-chid 
of the British forces,) and of an expedition against Crown 
Point. 

In 17;in, England procbimed hostilities; the Earl of Loudoun 
superceded :-:ihirlc'Y: and, as in the preyious year, Kiap:ara, Crown 
Point, Hnd Fort du Quesne, were to be a;;~ailed 11)" different 
armies, with a movement up the Kennebec in Maine, ~nd thence 
down the Chaudiere, to keep Canada in alarm. The force 
employed was quite ample, probably, for success everywhere; 
but the campaign was an utter failure. 

And yet another year, the resources of England and her col
onies were wasted by incompetent, inactive, layender-scented 
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Generals; but there was some improvement in the operations 
devised, since in January, 1757, it was determined ttt a council 
in Boston, to strongly garrison the English posts on the lakes, 
and to direct the whole disposable force against Louisbourg. 
The result may be stated in a word. Lord Loudoun went 
to Halifax with his fleet and army: pondered on the reports of 
the strength of the city he was to invest: and deferred the en
terprise. On the inland waters, the French obtained the mas
tery. They reduced Fort ~Villiam Henry, which gave them 
pos;;ession of the lakes Champlain and George: they destroyed 
the post at Oswego, which gayc them dominion from the St. 
Lawrence to the Mississippi; and still undisturbed at Fort du 
Quesne, they maintained their ascendency over the Indians, and 
command of the region west of the mountains. 

Such was the state of affairs here. Elsewhere,-in India 
alone excepted-British arms had been disgraced; and the na
tion was roused to indignation. For eleven weeks-in the fe
rocity of political parties, England was without a ministry. 
" ""hoe vel' is in, or whoever is out," wrote Chesterfield, " I am 
sure we are undone at home and abroad." 

"I am sure," said Pitt to the Duke of Devonshire,-" I am 
sure that I can save the country, and nobody else can." 

The country took the Great Commoner at his word. As re
lates to the subject before us, the successes of 1758, were an 
earnest of final triumph. The force entrusted to Abercrombie, 
who succeeded Loudoun, was the largest ever assembled in 
America. The plan of several distinct expeditions was renewed. 
The Commander-in-Chief, was to operate against Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point; Amherst, against Louisbourg; while Forbes, 
was to reduce du Quesne. Abercrombie failed in an assault 
upon the first-named fortress, and deferred the intended move
ment against the second; but duQuesne, and the capital of Cape 
Breton fell. It is at the investment of the latter, that the name 
of James Wolfe first occurs in our annals. 

The campaign of 1759, was conducted by Amherst. To enter 
Canada with three armies, by different routes, and to attack all 
the strongholds at nearly the same time, was the plan adopted. 
The.reduction of Quebec was projected by Pitt himself, and as-



signed by him to Wolfe. Amherst was to move against Ticon
deroga and Crown Point, and, on becoming master of both, was 
to proceed oyer Lake Champlain to the aid of Wolfe. Prideaux, 
after ha,-ing: captured Fort Niag'ara, was ordered to embark on 
Lake Ontario, thence conduct his army down the St. Lawrence, 
and suLjugate Montreal. 

Xeyer, prolJahl.", in an unknown wilderness country, was a 
military scheme ';0 bold, so Yast, so complex, more nearly exe
cuted. Had Prideaux reduced Montreal, and' had Amherst 
arrived before Quebec, eyery thing arranged on paper would 
have been accomplished. The next year, Montreal and the 
remaining French posts submitted. Between the breaking up 
of a Jesuit mission in Maine, and the treaty of Paris, ,'laS a 
century and a half. 

'IVe have seen how large a part of the period was devoted to 
war. The contest was at an end; and the Gaul resigned the 
New World to the Briton. 

'IVe now celebrate the decisive day. The victory we com
memorate gaye half a continent to Anglo Saxon rule and civili
zation, and hastened the freedom of the Anglo Saxon colonie::;. 
And this is the next theme that claims our attention. 

First, we are to bear in mind that British America, a 
century ago, was valuable to the Statesmen of England as a 
market for merchandise, and to " quarter" in office poor nol)le
men, the younger and dissipated sons of rich ones, and men of 
broken fortune or character among the aristocracy, generally. 
When the French dominons were added to the empire, and 
the system of colonial government was to be revised - as we 
shall presently notice - the inquirer into the every-day life of 
the period has found that the expectants of place were as ex
cited, as we ourselves have seen the" operators" in one of our 
land speculations, and pressed their claims just as some of us 
have been solicited to buy townships of trees, or corner lots, or 
water lots, or commanding sites for private homes or public 
institutions. The ca;;c,; were alike, too, in the ignorance of the 
parties concerned of the regions to be disposed of; for the 
king, as a mark of distinguished favor, offered Pitt the gov
ernorship of lone, distant, wilderness-Canada; and the seekers 



13 

of office, as uninformed as a majority of their countrymen, 
really believed that nearly all the American people were ne
groes.* In this general condition of things, 1YC are to seek the 
solution of the political events that followed on this side of the 
ocean, and on the other. 

To me, the lives of the instruments of human progress run 
into one another, and become so interwoven as to appear but 
the continuation of a single life. It is so in the history of a 
community; and I am weary of reading that the stamp duty 
and the tea duty were the "causes" of the American Revo
lution. 

Colonies become nations as certainly as boys become men, 
and by a similar law. The" Declaration" of the fixty-six, at 
Philadelphia, was but the" Contract," signed by the forty-one 
sad and stricken ones in the waters of Provincetown, with the 
growth of one hundred and fifty-six years. The intermediate 
occurrences, were simply of disciplinc, of developement, and of 
preparation. At most, taxation and the kindred questions did 
but accellerate the c1i~lllemberment of the British empire, - just 
as a man whose lungs are half consumed, hastens the crisis by 
suicide. ",Vhy does not the case of an individual colonist - of 
Franklin- illustrate the emancipation of the thirteC'1l colonies? 
He was an apprentice during minority; but at the age of 
seventeen, ill used, obnoxious to the governing pa l't.v , and fear
ful of still further difficulty with it, and unpopular in conse
quence of his religious ,.iews, he brokc his indentures, and fled 
from Boston - his friend, Collins, umlertaking to manage his 
flight. So, at seventy, for the same gcneral reasons, he broke 

*" How is it," asked Dr. Johnson, at the Revolutionary era, "how is it that we 
he~r the loudest yelps for liberty among dri yers of nq"TUCS '!" 

Col. BatTe, as we shall sec, was one of "~olfe's officers at Quehcc: he said to 
Josiah Quincy, of Boston, who was in England, .January, 1775, "~\hout fiftccn 
years ago, I was through a considerable part of your country. * * * * 
For you must know, sir, America was always a favorite with me: hut will you be
lieve it, sir, yet I assure you it is true, more than two-thirds of this island at that 
time, thought the Americans were negroes." 

The Duke of Newcastle, was for years the minister who, with the Board of 
Trade, had charg-e of the affairs of the American Colonies; hut he could not tell 
whether Annapolis was in Massachusetts or in Pennsylyania, thoug:h until the treaty 
of Utrecht, when Nova Scotia passed finally to the British crown, no place was 
oftener mentioned in military and political circles, than Annapolis Hoyal, or Port 
Royal. Nor did the Duke know that Cape Breton was an island, though its capital, 
Louisbourg, in his time, was the most renowned city in all French America. 



his faith with his royal master - George III. - a little before 
his natural freedom day, and found an ally in Louis XVI. of 
France; amI thc l{)~:-: of the last named monarch's possessions 
in America, ,,,as the cause, above all others, that hastened his 
transformation from a British colonist into an American citizen. 
'Ye do honor to an event, then, in which we have a personal 
intere~t. 

After the fall of Quehec and of the remaining posts, and 
,,,hill' the terms of peace were undetermined, there arose an 
excited di:-:cll:-:~ion between somc of the statesmen of England 
on the qlle~tion of n·~t{)ratinll'-*' The prevalent fear was that, 
if Canada :;;hould be retained, the colonies, no longer apprehen
sive uf the FrelJell, would increase so rapidly a:-: soon to assert 
their f1'e(;,10m. To a pamphlet in support of this yiew, of the 
mrrender, and of the acceptance of Guadaloupe as an equiva
lent, written, as :;;upposed, with the countenance of Burke, and 
1,,Y a kinsman, Franklin, replied in his ablest manner; and, as 
believed, with cfkct UPOll the ministry. Pitt would have kept 
l)uth, hut tlw .. SlIg'<l1' i:,;land " 'was restored. Discussiuns which 
opened the whole question of the colonial system of govern
ment- of a system which was destitute of a single element of 
human ]JI'()therhood-followed instantly alld generally; and, 
" made many of us at the time," remarks J olm Adams, " regret 
that Canada had ('\'1'1' been conquered." t The first offence 

*s" ag"lin a( the do,,' of thc Revolution. Lord Brou"ham, in his historical 
sketches, relates that, " • ,,,hen Lord Shelburne's pcaee (178.3) was si!-,:ned, and before 
the tcrms ,wre made puhlic,he sent for the Earl St. Vincent, and, sl"""ing' them, asked 
his opinion.' ' I like them \'Cry well,' saiL! he, ' but their is a gwat omission.' 'In 
~vhat "', .' In leaving C:u,:uda as a British province.' ' How could we possibly give 
It up 1 mCju,lrcL! Lord :-;helhurne. 'How can you hope to keep it?' replied the 
"dcran ""llTlOr: ',,-ith an English republic .in't establisher) in the sight of Canada 
a~d "'ith a p~l)ldat!on of ~ handful of Engli~h settled amoll" a bod~" of hereditary 
:E rcndlllll'n. It IS Iml)('''liJle; and n·h, on It vou only retain a runninO' sore the 
SOlllTC of di'quiet and expense.' .',,' olild the'country lJcar it' Have vo~ foro'~ttcn 
'" olfc and Quchcc'I' asked his lordship. 'X u; it is because I remenliJer both. I 
S('),\'o<1 ",ith 'Y"lfe at Quel,cC', Having' lived so long, I have had full time for re
flcctl.on on t,lus matter; and m)" de-,n opinion is, t1tat~if this fail' oCl"bion for giving 
up ( "I~ada IS m'glecterl, nothiug but ,lliliculty, III either keeping or resigning it, will 
en:r after be known.'" 

tJ"hn Allams, in his preface to ""Vovanglus," thus relates n conversation with 
Jonathan :-;,'",ell, who, in the course of events attached himself to the royal cause 
and dicd in banishment :-' , 

""\ftl'r the bUl'l'el](~Cr of lVIonh'eal," says lVIr. Adams, "rumors were everywhere 
spread that the Enghsh would now new-model the colonies, demolish the charters, 
and reduce all to royal governments. These rumors I had heard as often as he had. 
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was the establishment of a military government in that Province, 
which, with the alteration of its boundaries, forms one of the 
stirring array of grieYallCeS set out in the Dl'daration of Inde
pendence. The French war had illcrcaseLl the public debt of 
England three hundred and fifty millions of dollars; and the 
civil and military charge of America 11<1(1 l'i~en in a few years 
from less than four hundred thousand dollars to nearly a mil
lion and three quarters, annually; and the reasoning 'of English 
ministers was, that a part of the public burdens should be borne 
by the colonies, for whose benefit expenditures so large had 
been incurred, and were to be continued. 

Had the plan of the ministry 11een limited to pointing out 
this condition of things to the colonial assemblies, and to sugges
tions of yearly, volulltary, eontributiulls, the mother and her 
children might have liYed in harmony another generation. 

But the course adopted v.-as offensiye in every way, and to 
the last degree. 

First, the consolidation of British America was projected; 
the charters of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, 
were to be annulled; and the Thirteen, under a common sys
tem, with new boundaries to some of them, were all to be 
" royal governments," with a peerage. This offended the class 
called" the people," every where, for, at the North, the control 
of public affairs were to pass to the" old" - the genteel fami
lies; and in New York and at the Suuth, to the grl'at land
holders. Second, a permanent revenue was to be derived from 
duties on imported merchandise. In Cromwell's time colonial 
commerce was free. The Stuarts, who followed him, attempted 
restraints without success; and so generally, finally, were the 
laws of navigation and trade disobeyed, that nine-tenths of all 
the tea, wine, fruit, sugar, and molasses, consumed in America, 

One morning I met him accidentally on the floor of the old town-house, [Boston.]" 
" John," said he, "I want to speak to you." "He alll'a,I'" called me John, I lum 
Jonathan; and I often said to him I wish my name were V"yiLi He took me to a 
window seat, and said: "These Englishmen are going to pin,\' the d--Iwith us. 
They will overturn everything. We must resist them, and that by force. I wish 
you would write in the newspapers, and urge a general. attention to the militia, to 
their exercises arid discipline, for we must resist in armr." I answered, "all this, I 
fear, is true: but why do you not write yourself, &c., &c.?" 

Thus early, and before the close of the war, were apprehensions entertained of a 
complete change in the colonial system of government in America. 
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were smuggled. To put an cnd to this illicit traffic was the 
determined pnrpoH'. The commanders of the ships of war on 
the American station were COlllluissioned as officers of the 
Cll~t()jllS; and, to quicken their zeal, they were to share in the 
proceccls of cUllfi:-;catium; the courts to decide upon the la,Yful
Ill'S'; of s(~izlll'c:-;, were to be composed of a single judge without 
a .illl'.\', whose emoluments were to be derived from his own 
conc1emnatiolls; the g'oH'rnors of colonies and the military 
offi!'I'r:-;, WPl'(' to he 1'('\\"nn\{'11 for their actiYity by sharing, also, 
either in the property condemned, or in the penalties annexed 
tl) the interdicted trw1e. Boston was the great offender; and 
soon tweln~ ships of Inu, mounting no less than two hundred 
and sixty guns, were assembled in the harbor, for revenue 
sl'niee on the Atlantic coast. The merchants of the seaports 
Wl're roused to preserve their business, and when the contro
Yl'rs), ('allle to hlows, lawyers who had espoused their cause in 
the conrse of professional duty, simply, were among the most 
efficient advocates of liberty. One quarter IHU't of the signers 
of the rh'clnration of Inl1e}lI'lICklll"l', were llrcd to trade, or to the 
command of ships, and more than one, ,yas branded with the 
epithet of " smugfder ; ,,* and it was fit that Hancock,t who, 
at the shedding of blood at Lexington, was respondent in the 
Admiralty court in suih of the crown to reco\'er nearly half a 
million of dollars of jJl'lwlties alleged to hase 111'I'n incurred for 
violations of the statllte book; - it was fit that he should be 
the first to affix his name to an instrument which, if made good, 

* In 17711. the nC'wspapcr press taunted G.w, Hutchinson himself with haying 
been a notorious smug~lcr, when he was :l Boston merchant. 

tIn works of John Adam!', yol. 2d, p,!.:', :!15. 
~n 171i8: "Mr. Han~'o('k was I'rfN'(',llte(l upon a gTcat numher of libels, for pen

altlc~ upon acts of Parl,tament, amount1l1g to lllllct:' or an hundred thousand pounds 
sterllllg. He thOl~g'l~t lit to ('n~'~,l:'l' me as l1ls counsel and advocate, and a painful 
llrll(l,,-:cry I h'lCl of IllS ('at"(', I IIC'l'l' wcrc few days through the whole winter when 
I W:lS not summoned to attend the Court of Arlmiralty. It seemed as if the officers 
of the crown were (lctl'rminc.l to examine the whole town as witnesses. * * * 
* 'Ii * * I "as thoroughly wcarv and dis"usted with the conrt the officers 
of the crown, the f'nu~e. and eyen ,,,ilh tile tyrannical bell that dangle~l me ont of 
m~' hUll'C eYery mornllll-;: and thIS odlous cause was suspended at last only by the 
battle of L~xll1g:(on.,wlnch.l)\~t an end, forever, to all such prosecutions." 

The ('unous 1l1Cjllll'Cr :¥ IfI' lind on the same page, one of the points of the defence 
of ;\[1'. Adan!s, for IllS chent. The ground taken, is, that Hancock never consented 
to, or voted for, the statute which imposed the penalties and that "he never voted 
for any lIlan to make such a law for him," &c., &c.' , 
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would save him from ruin, and give his countrymen free com
merce with all the world. 

Third, the military pride of the colonies had been shocked 
during the war, quite as much as gentlemen who possessed 
any sense of self-respect could well bear. "The treatment 
of the proyincial ()ffiCl'r8 and soldiers by the British offi
cers," says John "hlams," made the blood boil in my yeins." 
Our time is too limited to allow more than a moment's atten
tion to the question of rank. Two illustrations will serve our 
purpose. In Massachusetts, 'Yinslow was a major-general, and 
in that capacity sened the country in command of an army. 
He held, also, the commission of captain of British rep:nlars, 
and was ranked by an officer of that grade whose appointment 
was a single day earlier than his own. In Yirginin, 'Yashing
ton was a colonel, and chief of the forces of the colony. The 
claim of a captain to rank him was one of the principal causes 
of the capitulation at Fort Necc~~ity; the renewal of the pre
tension, when Braddock came, dro,'e him, disgusted, from the 
service; and, again rcyi,'ed, occa~ioned his fir~t visit to Boston. 
To add, now, that the colonies furnished nearly one thousand 
officers of all grades, is to show that the ~'rong ,yas g'enerally 
felt and discussed. If, under particular circumstances, there 
were modifications of the rule, the principle of precedence to 
officers of the regular army was not changed. '1'he Board of 
Trade had advised a permanent military force in America, for 
sixty years prior to hostilities; and Lord Loudoun's commission 
created him a sort of dictator independent of, and superior to, 
the colonial governments; and his successors exercised the same 
power down to the Revolution. Had the army been withdrawn 
at the time of the peace, or if garrisons on the frontiers, and in 
some of the ports on the coast, were necessary, had the colonial 
officers of merit been participants in the royal favor, the injuries 
of the past might have been forgotten. But it was a part of 
the system to maintain twenty battalions of regulars; to divide 
the colonies into military districts, under the C0l111nalHl of briga
dier generals, and 'to place these departments entirely above 
the civil power.· The result was constant irritation, and the 

*Hence the charge in the manifesto of wrong", July 4, I 77fi : ".Hc lws kept among 
us in time of peace, standing armies, without the con,ent of our L,·gi,lutures." 

3 
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openinO' of old wounds' the comtant recollection of former 
b ' 

personal insults, and of disalJility as colonists to gratify martial 

ambition. 
In the zeal of our writers to show that" taxation, without 

representation" can"cd the rupture, 1 ha\"e sometimes thought 
that far too little attl'ntion has been paid to this element of dis
affi.cti()ll. The n~e wa~ c1cci'\(',lly military; office in the militia 
was ('1'1'11 a qunliticatiull for ci\"il employments. The number 
of C'()1()111'1:<, ma.ior:-, and captain~ that appear a:-; members of the 
colonial a~:<l'mlilil':<, amt, :mjlscllucntty, of pro,incial congre:-;sl~s, 
:-;tartlc:-; ()llC. The '1lUtrrels all1lUt rank in the COIl~,!Tl'SS of the 
Contim'nt, (li:-;gll~ts ()lll~. Later still, John Adams offended the 
men "'ho had borne arms, by entertaining the" illllircct" Ov('r
ture from Fralll'l', nnd thus alld('ll all element of opposition to 
him:-elf, that 1w11'cil to prematurely ruin his party. 

And what of the llI:\I':-;pal'('r cs:-;ays and lettl'rs of Samuel 
"~Ilmn:-;, and of others? the dnquent a],peab in Fanueil Hall, 
and in tIll' House of Burgesses of Yirginia? ,\'hat of the 1'(>1'-

1)11ltiuIlHry llllll'l'llll.'llt ('wr,ndJl'l'c, hut for the milit~ll'y skill and 
eX]lf'rienc(' aCIjHire,l in the se/'PII years wllr with France? The 
colonies furnished quite t\\'(mt~'-eight thousand trl)u]I" in more 
than ()nl' ()f the l'ampai,!.l'n,;; and (,H'r)' year to the extent of 
their ability, The burthen fell principally on the middle colo
lli('~, and on XI'I\" England. 

At ()Ill' period ()f the ('Ollt!'!'t, one-fifth of the able-bodicll men 
of ;\Ia""al"hn~C'tts ~wcre in the service; and of these no le~s than 
twcllty-liyc llUuclrcrl sl'l'Yed in g<llTi~OIl at Loui:-;IJ(ltll'g:, and ill 
}\ova Sc()tia, in place of regulars taken thence by ,rolfe, to 
cOlllplete his i"Ul'Cl' for the in \'l'stlllC'nt of t~ul'l)ec. In fine, it is 
literally tmC', that for Y('Cll':; tl ',~.!:dltl'r, more lllen in proportion, 
were raisecl for the field, in America, than in England; while 
on the ocean, full tln'lyc thousand seamcn were enlisted in the 
royal nay)' and in the colonial privateers. "'ithout the aid of 
the suniyors of these, resistance, or the thought of it, would 
have been downright madness. And the unanimity and alac
rity with which those who had fought at Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, Louisbourg, c1u Quesne, N'iag'ara and Quebec, espoused 
the l'()pllL1l" 1';tI1~(' at fil'"t, and rallied HIlI\I'r the popular banner 
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in the last resort, was one of the most hopeful incidents of the 
revolutionary era. 

And now, who devised, ach-ised, and promoted, the measures 
which ga,c so deep, f'0 uniyersal offense to the colonies? "Tith_ 
out a doubt, the principal officers of the British army, who 
served in Amorica during the French war, wore among the most 
efficient instruments of alienation and strife. I propose to 
speak of the course pursued by all the commanders-in-chief, as 
well as that of some of inferior grade, not only because the 
topic is pertinent, but because it is worth our while, occasionally 
to descend to details, and to deal with individuals. 

Of Shirler, Governor of Massachusettf', who succeeded Brad
dock in the command of the army, we will pause only to say, 
that he was one of the earliest to suggest to the Lords of Trade 
the plan of a revenue; but that, divested finally of place and 
power, he died poor and in retirement at Roxbury, on the eve 
of the Revolution. The Earl of Loudoun, who followed, was, 
probably, the most incompetent general officer sent here. Inci
dents which show his character abound in the works of Frank
lin, in our books of history, and elsewhere. His conduct 
caused general aversion. But, supposed to be versed in ques
tions which related to the colonies, his influence on the side of 
the crown, was of moment. Abercrombie, his successor, was a 
man of very questionable courage; but, returned to England, 
and in Parliament, he was among the bravest of the voters for 
revenue, and for SUbjugation by force. 

The fourth and last military chief was Amherst. By a 
severe pen he is called" log of wood." Be this as it may, his 
personal exertions to secure the conquest of Canada, were 
moderate at the most. By the plan of the campaign of 1759, 
as already remarked, he was to assist in the reduction of 
Quebec; but Wolfe was left to struggle alone with his embar
rassments. That Amherst profited at home, by the successes of 
his generals is certain. He was even anxious for reward, and 
suggested an American Peerage, of which he was to be the 
first, and to take precedence of all others, with the grant of 
Canadian coal mines, supposed, in the ignorance of the day, to 
be worth several thousand pounds sterling annually. Though 



he failed in this, he wus created a British baron subsequently, 

and a field marshal. 
Gcorge Townshend, the second brigadier under \iT olfe, was, 

howeyer, far more potent than either of the preceding officers 
of higher rank. In the previous war he had served with credit 
on the continent of Europe; but on complnint of hard usage 
from his superiors, had resigned.* In Parliament, he was the 
author of the famous" militia act," which caused great distur
bance in England, and indeed, open rebellion in parts of it. In 
1758, we find that he wrote to Pitt, asking to be appointed a 
colonel of the line, and to be ell1plo.\'t~tl on the coast of France. 
'Ye lwar of him next on the 9th of the following February, 
when, relates \\T alpoIc, "The expedition called tl) Quebec de
parts on Tllc"day next, uncleI' ,rolf .. and (ie-flrg'C' Townshend, 
who has thrust himself again into the service, and as far as 
wrong-he::tt1edlll'';s will go, wry I'l'OlJC'r for a hero." That he 
stipulated tu return at the ..Iu';t" of the campaign, appears from 
Smollett, who writes more fu\'uraIJly of him than anyone else. 
The g't'IH'l'<ll quality of cultrag'c Illay lJe at'l'urded to him with 
distinct emphasis, and :-;0 we may allow that he was a man of 
alJility, though we shall find that both were disputed; but he is 
to be ('x"ITatt'11 a,; a soldier, and as a pl'('r. 

The la~t remark introduces a Iluestion that, possibly, may 
excite surpl'i~l'. It is the common ami the just sentiment of 
the world, that the vidul'Y of the Thirteenth of September was 
won by ,rolfe, and that as a direct ('unsc'luence, French Amer
ica passed to the British crown. The brigadiers on that da)' 
were three: nIonckton, Townshend, and ~Inrray: all young, all 
membl'rs of nolJle families. The first ,\'as disabled on the field. 
Townshend tonk command as the next in rank, called in the 
parties that were in pursuit of the flying French, and restored 
his disonkrecl lines. This, after the fall of the Chief, was all 
that was done ~ all, in truth, that remained to be done; but yet, 
George Townshend, five days afterwards, received the capitula
tion of Quebec, as the real conqueror. His official despatch 

* One \~riterhas it:. "In the Ia,t war, Col. Townshend, being ordered by the 
Duke to hiS regIment III Mmorca, he was detained by some family affairs for a 
month, and bfoke on that accoullt." 
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occupies five quarto pages. It is seldom that the eye meets a 
more heartless papcr. "\Yolfe is mentioned but once by name, 
and simply in connexion with forming the line of battle; while, 
instead of a tribute to his memory, there is a cold, harc annun
ciation, in' jmt fifteen words, that he fell at the head of the 
grenadiers. So, again, in an order of the day to the troops, he 
spoke of "the person who lately commallded them;" and in 
another, of the" late General;" and he neglected or refused to 
request the officers to pay the usual mourning honors to a 
departed Chief. 

The au thor of the tUllching ode, the "Burial of Sir John 
Moore," was of ,y olfe's lineage; and did he think of the con
duct of his kinsman's second brigadier, as he wrote: 

" Lightly they'll talk of the spirit that's gone, 

And o'er his cold ashes uplJl':lid him." 

From one of Townshend's own lettel'~, we a~ecrtaill that he 
departed Quebec on the 18th of October. The correspondence 
of several persons of the time, contains evillcncc that aftcr his 
arrival in England he took to himself the principal honor of the 
reduction of that city; and that Lady Townshend, "the con
queror's mother, covered herself with more laurelleaws than 
were heaped on the children in the wood." 

I propose to notice at some length an elaborate rc,iew of his 
course, as found in a "Letter,"* which was addressed to him
self by a person who, whether in the army or in ciyil life, was 
well skilled in military affairs. In this production he is dis
tinctlyaccused of having appropriated the great achie'-ement of 
the war to himself, in a peculiar manner; of haying been 
pressed into the expedition without his knowledge, and of hav-

* "Letter to an Honorable Brigadier General, Commander-in-chief of his 
Majesty's forces in Canada :" 

LO:';DoN, 1 i60. Charles Lee, who was then an ollierr in the British army, was 
supposed to be the author: republished in IS·il, and then ascribed to Juniu.s, by 
the editor, ~. 'V. Simons, of the British Museum. Tili.< letter excited consider
able notice when it first appeared, and led to a hostile meeting between Townshend 
and the Earl of Albermarle, who, it was thought, countenanced the publication. 
The parties were, however, an'ested on the ground, before a duel was fought. A 
" Refutation" was published soon after the" Letter." The text contains the more 
material parts of both, as relates immediately to General Wolfe. :I<'or the n"e of 
these important pages, I am indebted to my friend, Hon. Thomas Aspinwall. 



ing objected to the manner of attacking Quebec; and yet, of 
endeavorinO' to filch the laurels of others, and to enjoy" alone 
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the honol's of it:-; being taken." The principal specific charges, 
and the substance of the answers to them, follow: 

.. You ,;i!llled." ayer~ the writer of the ,. Letter," ,. yoil ~igned the 

articles of ~apitulation without" 1\'lonckton's "knowledge, and anxious 
for th .. pn-"i'n'ation of your conquest, you appointed the staff of the 
garri"on without "\'1'11 asking his consent." * * * * ,. He might 
han' ordered you into aITe,t for ,nch an outrage to his authority. He 
'\'as not ilEl'Il,,;ible of the indignity; but you asked his pardon, and, 
languishillg under Iii, wounds, he aen-pted your submission." 

The material point of the reply of Townshend, (or of the 
author of the" Refutation,") is, that: 

.. General ::\f()lll'kton ,,'as so dangerously wounded as not to be able to 
act; that, moreover, the time was too precious, and the exigence of 
aft~lirs too urging to admit of any delay." 

But this defense will not anlil, for in Townshend's orders to 
the army, the I'l'ry d(ll; after tlte battle, he sa~'s he "has the sat
isfaction to acquaint the troops that General Monckton's wound 
is not dangerous;" and this was true, for on the 23d of 8ep
temlwr, he 'was able to assume command. His first order was 
issncll on that day, and began with a request 'which his officious 
inferior had neglected: " General Moncktoll desires that all the 
officers of the arm,lj/cil1 please to lcear mourning for General 
TT'o(ji', titeir late Comma /Iller-ill-cit ieJ~ such as is usual in the 

field." 

Again, in stinging sarcasm, the" Letter" accuses: 

" And so, the better part of valor is discretion, according to Falstaff's 
wis(lom. you discreetly lpft your regiment, who,..;e paltry emoluments you 
had dearly purchased by your one campaign, and prudently quitted a 
",'('ne where danger would l'ro]Jably be too bu,;y." * ,'" * *" Your 
understanding was not to he dazzled by ::\Ir. 'W olt,,'s foolish passion for 
glory. He had precipitately nntured beyond all possibility of retreat
in,~; he had no other choice but that of death or victory. especially 
after ~'ou had solemnly entereel your protest against his plan for attack
ing the eneluy." :'* * .. H But they must have kno'Yl1 very littie of 
the expedition to Quebec, who expected that you would bear testimony 
to the conduct of a General whose plan of operations you had the honor, 



both in public and private, to oppose, and against whose last desperate 
attempt you protested in form." 

The points of the answer in the" Refutation," are: 

"That General Townshend diJ protest again~t an attuek planned by 
General "\\ olfe, is not denied; but what wa~ the objed tltl'l'eof, and 
where was it to be made? Why, not immediately against QueLec, but 
to attack the French in their entrl'ndll1ll'nts. Howen'r gallant such a 
design, and howeyer gloriously W olfe'8 martial spirit was displayed by 
the proposal, yet it appeared to General Townshend and other officers, 
who had never flinched in the hour of duty, ;;0 fraught with ruin, and 
so big with dangerous consequences, as rather to be declined than carried 
into execution. The dissenters on that occasion, were those who 
proposed attacking Quebec in the unexpected and surprising man
ner by which it was taken, and which will be admired to late"t posterity. 
General Wolfe, who had been a little piqued at his scheme being di,,
sen ted from, came in at last to that propo;;ed." * * * .. General 
Townshend did not protest against the scheme that reduced Quebec, but 
quite the reverse." 

To this. I rejoin that three plans to force Montcalm in his works 
were objected to by the brigadiers, instead of one, af' here indi
cated; and that, so far from 'Iolfe's denying any obligations to 
these officers, he expressly stated, in his dispatch of September 
2d, that the general proposal of acting above the town was 
made by them, and that he had "acquiesced" in their sugges
tion; but it does not thence follow that, in arranging the 
details of their proposition, or in the execution of the scheme 
itself, after it was matured, he, the Chief, and responf'ible for 
everything, should yield to his inferiors, in the point of merit. 
That Wolfe is really entitled to the praise which rrownshend 
would appropriate to himself and the other "dissent.('r~," is a 
conclusion which rests on ample evidence. The testimony of 
Knox is alone sufficient for our purpose. He disposes of 
Townshend's pretensions in these emphatic terms: "The 
French army, under the Marquis de Montcalm, being amused by 
Mr. Wolfe, and lulled into a state of security, were, by tlte sole 
discerning judgment 'oj that eminent youllg General, allured from 
their strong entrenched camp, and defeated." And what credit 
is due to this statement? Knox was the chroniekl' of four 



campaigns ill the French war; his record is received as author
ity by "writers of hi~tory; he ,,'as personally present at the 
reduction of (~llcll('e; was <lc,[uainted with the incidents of the 
f;ei~l', and saw and pul1li"hed every military order that was 
is''llCd there; and he wrote the passage just cited, a year after 
\Yolfe':-; fall, when he ('lIuld but have known of the wicked 
attempts to rob that nftiCt'r of his glor~-. Or, if ignorant of 
those aUC'lllptf', in l/lilJ, or, if the account he theu gave was 
in:l('I'uratc in nll~' p~lrti(,lllal". he had nine years for correction 
and revision, SillC't~ the publication of his book ,,-as delayed until 
l/li~l, when he certainly did know eyery circulllstance that had 
t)t't'lllTt'd in Parliament, in military circles, and elsewhere, and 
must ha,e read tIlt:' " Letter " and the "Refutation," time and 
again. Evidence to the same point is, however, abundant. 

The Gentleman's .JIa~"azilw i'a~-s, "sing!y w/(l alone in opinion, 
"W olfe formed the plan," &c. Abo, in italics, denominates 
him" Tlzr conqueror of Cal/({da." Lord .Jfahon relates:-

"It docs not seem certain at ,yhat period or by what accident 
he fir~t t'lI11t't'in'tl the daring thought tt) laud his troops be
neath the heights of .\ hraham, on some point less guarded than 
the rest. Yet the honor of the first thought belungs to Wolfe 
({t(JlII', ({}/Il OIICC l'OI/I'cil'crt, it U'([S 110 less ably alld boldly pur
sued." But Yonge C(lYer" the whole ground. He states that, 
,. :IS \\'ol1e ,yas gazillg from his camp at the appal"t'lltl.\- unassail
able position of the French arm~-, the idea sueldenly occurred 
to him to ~cale the hei,ghb. * * '" Tru~tillg that the seem
ing impo~~illility of i'uch an enterprise might facilitate it by 
preventing Montcalm's attention being turned to that direction." 

Still further the accuser of To,vnshend, in the same bitter 
tone: 

"Sollle maligll[Ult spirits, indeed, were offended at your not having 
paid one simple' compliment to the memory of' General ","oltc, or Hoeu 
one kind expre"ion of' esteem or affectiun with regard to his person. 
Surdy, some people are not to be ~atdied. Permit me, sir, in your 
name, to a,j;: them whether your warmest encomiums could have added 
to that uninrsal good opinion which the public had conceiyed of' Mr. 
",Ytllt,.'s abilitie, and cuurag"?" 

The accusation is repelled thus: 
"If General Towl1:',henll, in his lptter to til(' SPt,],ptary of Statp did . , 
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not pay civil compliments to the memory of General 'W olfe, it wa~ not 
for want of esteem, but because of the impropriety to write a panegyric 
to a minister, when nothing but the situation and exigence of affairs 
were to be mentioned." 

Then, this quotation is made from a letter of General Townshend to a 
friend in London: 

" I am not ashamed to o,Vll to you, that my heart does not exult in 
the midst of this SUl'l'l'SS. I ha,l' lost but a friend in General "'" olfe. 
Our country has lo~t a sure support and a perpetual honor. If the 
world were Eensible at how dear a prier' we lu\\"e purehased Quebec, in 
his death, it would damp tll\' general joy. Our be,t ('onsolation i."', that 
Providence seemed not to promise that he should remain long among 
us. He was himself sensible of the weakne,s of his eonstitution, and 
determined to crowd, into a few years, actions that would have adorned 
length of life." 

This is plausible enough on the face of things, but will not 
bear examination. In the first place, Admiral Saunders wrote 
Pitt on the same day of Townshend's despatch, and saw no 
" impropriety" in the expression of sorrow that ",Y olfe was 
slain; nor did it occur to Townshend himself, that there was 
" impropriety" in the following" panegyric" on the officers of 
the fleet, for they were living: 

"I should not do justice to the admirals and the na,al sen"iee. if I 
neglected this occasion of acknowledging how much we are indebted, for 
our success, to the constant a",si,tanee and support recein'd from them. 

* * * It is my duty, short as my command has been, to acknowl
edge, for that time, how great a share the nayy has had in this suceess
ful campaign. 

As relates to the origin of the letter" to a friend in London," 
cited above, Walpole avers that it was manufactured for the 
occasion, and to cover the pretender's retreat. His .. account is 
that: 

" Wolfe dead, and Monckton disabled, General Townshend ~igned 
the articles. He, and his friends for him, el'en attempted to ravish the 
honor of the conquest from Wolfe. Townshend's first letter said nothing 
in praise of him. In on.e to the Speaker of the House of Commons, he 
went so far as indirectly to assume the glory of the last effort. * * * 
Lord Buckingham moved the address in the Lords, and flung in much 
panegyric on George Townshend, whose friends were now reduced to 

4 
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compose and publish in his name, a letter in pmise of Wolfe." '" '" '" 
Townshend went to Canada, adds 'Yalpole, unwillingly, and 'was sent, 
even, it was believed, by Pitt, who wished to get rid of so troublesome 
a mnn.'" 

The merciless author of the" Letter" tells the" conqueror" 
to " either go to Quebec, or resign your commission;" and, re
ferring to the battle on the Thirteenth of September: " You 
were at a safe and honorable distance from the scene of action, 
when you were told that you commanded." And he asks: 

,. Are not you, ,iI', at this moment, abusing your interest ,,,ith that 
mini,t,·]" by l(·:tvin<:; and being ,,0 many months ah,ent from your com
mand at (~llelwc? '* '" '" Are you not paid for your command of 
a regiment in America, and is not ,Oll1C officer now doing, at the risk of 
his life, the duty for which you are paid? Is not yours the single 
instance of this kind of desertion in the senice? '" '" '" 1Vhy are 
you not at your post? or why do you receive the pay of two regiments 
for nothing?" 

The answer to these queries, is that of a shameless boaster: 

Ist. ,. How is he [General Townshend] abusing his interest with the 
minister? 

2(1. lIe [Gen. T.] has gloriously completed his military mission to 
Quebec. 

3d. His fri(·ml.", his family, his country, the British constitution, 
sighed, wished for, nay, demanded his return, in order to set him at the 
lw:tcl of the national militia, of which he was the great promoter. 'Yhat 
a glorious example is it, to see the reducer of Quebec march at the 
head of a regiment of militia." 

Here, then, we have at last the gist of the whole matter in 
controversy. 'Yolfe, and everybody else, set aside, and "the 
reducer" of Quebec proclaimed to be no other than George 
Townshenc1. The writer of the" Refutation" was shielded by 
the grave, and boldly enough did he dare truth and heaven. 
Fortunately, the pretender to the honors which belonged to the 
fallen Chief, whatever his ulterior designs, had not fully con
cluded to thrust himself before the world as "the conqueror," 
on the 20th of September, when he composed his despatch; 
and thus he can be proved an impostor by his own words: 
" Our troops reserved their fire," he wrote, "till within forty 



27 

yards, which was so well continued, that the enemy eL'cry where 
gave way. It was then ollr General fell, at the head of Bragg's 
and the Louisbourg grenadiers, advancing with their bayonets." 
He then proceeds to narrate that about the same time Monck
ton was wounded, that" part of the enemy made a second faint 
attack," and a part" seemed to make a stand;" in a word, that 
several British corps pressed on with bayonets; that Murray 
completed the rout on one side, that the Highlanders, supported 
by Anstruther's command, took to their broad-swords, and 
drove some of the flying French into Quebec, and some to their 
works at the bridge on the riYer St. Oharles, with several other 
particulars, not material here to mention; and having stated 
all these, he adds: " This was the situation of things, when I 
was told in the action that I commanded." Was not the day 
won before he was informed that he was the senior officer on 
the field, by his own account? I have once affirmed, and now 
repeat, that, all that was done, all that remained to be done, 
when Townshend repaired to the center, was simply to recall 
the troops in pursuit, and to restore his disordered and broken 
lines. 

Every student of history understands that, at times, allow
ance is to be made in the portraits of public men by Walpole and 
by Junius; but, with all the evidence from other sources, few, 
I apprehend, will be disposed to entirely deny the accuracy of 
their delineation in the present case. The first, it is to be ob
served, was by no means partial to Wolfe. Of Townshend, 
he says: 

" A very particular young man, who, with much address, some honor, 
no knowledge, great fickleness, greater want of judgment, and with still 
more disposition to ridicule, had promised once or twice to make a good 
speaker. He was governed by his mother, the famous Lady Towns-
hend." '" '" * 

"To Wolfe was associated George Townshend, whose proud and 
sullen and contemptuous temper, never suffered him to wait for thwart
ing his superiors till ri1!!en to a level with them. He saw everything in 
an ill-natured and ridiculous light. '" '" '" The haughtiness of the 
Duke of Cumberland, the talents or blemishes of Fox, the ardor of 
Wolfe, the virtue of Oonway, all were alike the objects of Townshend's 
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~pleen and eontralliction ; but '""olfe \\'<\,..; not a man to waive pre-emi

llP!I('(' from fear of eal'il'ature"" 

Junius, who never spares a foe: 
" I find you and your brother printers have got greatly into a sort of 

knack of stutfing yom I'al'cr~ with flummery npon two certain brothers 
[Lord TOWI1shcllll and bis brother Charles] who all labor in vain, en
dll:n'ol'in"- to f())'ec' t1t('Ill~('l"t,~ out of the "'orIel's C'ontenlpt. ,::~ ~) ,;:~ 

The pee;~ a lx,a..;t!'1' ,,'ithout ,-pirit. and a pretender to wit, without a 
grain of ,-I'II";l'; in a word, a vaill-gluriuu..; idler, without one single good 
quality of head or heart. -,,' G= ,;::: 

.. "'hy is that \IT,'kIII'11 ereatm'p, Lord Towmhend, maintained in 
Ireland? 1..; it !l1,t uniYerE'a1ly known that the ignorance, presumption, 
and illcapal'it!, of that man, lmve l'lIined the king's affairs in Ireland?" 

'YI' coneluc1e our notice' of th!' " Lettl'r," "'ith a single extract 
more, nH'rel}' to show tIll' kind of (il'nerab who possesf'ed the 
esteelll of Townshend, and on whom he could layish praise: 

"The PIlI'my \\,(']'f' routel1 1,,·1;,1'1' Gellf'ral "'olt,· 1;'11, or l\Ionckton 
"'a, wounclr'd. You had only to temper the ardor of the soldiers in 
I'ur..;uit; al1l1 I dare ,lI'par you led them on a..; r",!.;ularly. and as method
ically. a(,(,<>I'(lin!.; to the rules of \\'ar. :I" .rom friend and favorite, Lord 
(;eor,!.;(" ,low marched the cavalry at the battle of ]Hinden. You have 
been his Lorr1ship's W:lnll("c;( a<lnH'atl', and he ha..; j,I'(,1l to YOli an exam
ple of militnry gInry," 

;-:() far from dc·nyill!.!,' friencbhip £;)1' Lord Gc·nrgr Sackville, 
the !'I'ply to the Hf'(,ll~atioll is a labored defense of his Lordship'S 
conduct at Minden, which occupie:-; senral pages. Of a case so 
familiar to rl'a<l('r~ or Ellglish h i,tnry, it is hardl." necessary 
to remark, that ~acb'ille, who commanded the British forces, 
lII'gil'I'kd tu alln1llce with the l'<L\'air,Y in support of the infantry, 
as ordered to do lJY his superior offieer, Prince Ferdinand; and 
that he "was dismissed from the army, and pronounced unfit to 
~('1,\,1' in allY military C;lJ>Hcity "'hateYer, only three days before 
Wolfe's death. 

On the dCC(,~1~(, of his father, in 17G7, George Townshend 
became a viscount. In Parliament, he was among the most 
eal'lle~t ac1yocates of enforcing the measures of the ministry 
8gaill~t the colonies. It is said of him, that, angry at not ob
taining the dignity of marquis, (in reward for his services in 
Canada, as I suppose,) he "pushed his brother Charles upon 



knavery;" that he was "designing" aud "revengeful;" that 
Charles was "afraid" of him, and when offered a place in 
the administration, dared not to decide without consulting him, 
and providing for his interest. 80 when, by his brother's influ
ence, he was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, it was writ
ten, that" he would impose on the Irish at first, as he had done 
on all the world; would please them by juyiality, and then grow 
sullen and quarrel ,,,ith them." And subsequently, that his 
government was .. ridiculous;" that the people of his rule 
" despised it" and him; and in a letter to Pitt: ".\.. general 
officer of ability is to be sent to Ireland, if such an one can be 
found, who will serve under Lord Townshend." In a word, 
there is good authority for saying, that haying rendered himself 
obnoxious to all classes, and haying quarrelled with several of 
the great Irish lords, the ministry determined that his recall 
was a necessary measure, and that the resolution was not exe
cuted simply because, in the diyisions "which preceded Pitt's re
tirement from office, the cabinet could not agree upon a succes
sor.* We find men like Lord George Townshend in every 
generation; men who, in the opinion of others, lack eyery 
essential qualification for official station, but who still possess a 
ridiculous estimate of self, and of ability to fill the most diffi
cult and responsible posts. Such persons exist in England and 
among us, at this very moment; and those who administer 
public affairs meet them at eyery turn, and worn out by impor
tunity and annoyance, finally confer upon them the desired 
distinction, much as the maiden accepted her lover, simply to 
get rid of them. 

Charles Townshend, the minister, was a wonderful man eyery 
way, and as wonderful in his eccentricities, follies and vices, as 
in his intellect, eloquence, boldness, and command of the Honse 
of Commons.t In American affairs, he was supposed to be the 

* Anecdotes and Speeches of the Earl of Chatham, 2d, p. 83. 
t From Burke, in his speech on Amcrimn Tnxation, in 1774: 
"There are many young"members in the House (such of late ha~ been the rapid 

succession of public men) who never saw that prorligy, Charles Townshend, nor, of 
course, know what a tennent he was able to excite in everything, by the violent 
ebullition of his mixed virtues and failings; tor f,tiling-s he had, undoubtedly; 
many of us remember them; we are this day considering the effect of them. '*' '*' 

'*' '*' '*' He was truly the child of the House. He never thought, did, or said 
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best informed man in Parliament. Trained to puLlic life, he 
held office in the admiralty, ill the privy council, in the board 
of tradc', and in the war department; wa~ paymaster-general, 
chancellor of thc exchcquer, and a lord of the treasury; and 
yet lIP dicd at the age of forty-two. To the Townshends* we 
owe as much as to any other two men in England, the scheme to 
consolidate the colonie:--; to raise a revullue by duties on im
ports; tu maintain a standing army, and to enforce the obsolete 

anything, but with a view to you. He en-r.\" day adapted himself to your disposi
tiun, anll ajusted him"elf I,e/c)re it as at a looking-glass." 

TIll' unsparing pcn of Junius: . . 
"Charles Townsill-nd took wme care of his edueatlOn at that amlJlguous age, 

which lies between the lollie,; of political childhood and the vices of pubert~·. The 
empire of the pa"sions soon SU(Tl'l'I]cd. His earliest principles and connexions were 
of course furgotten or desl'i,,<"l. The company hc has lately kept has been of no 
senice to his morals, and, in the conduct of public affairs, we sec the ~harac!er of 
his time of life strOl",ly distin"Ulshcd, An obstinate, ungovernable selt-sufficlCncy 
plainly points out tO~l;' that st~te of imperfect maturit!' at which the graceful levity 
of youth is lost, and the solidity of experience not !'et acquired. It is possible the 
young' man may, in time, gTOW wi,;"r, and reti)l'm; IJllt if I understand his disposi
tion, it i,; not of ,such curri,~ihle stulf" that we SllOUld hope for any ameudment in 
him, before he has accompfished the destruction of his countr!". Like other rakes, 
he may, perhaps, liYe to see hi, error, but not until he has ruined his estate." 

* Charles Townshend aspired to the administration of American affairs, as early 
as 171;~, Lut had then :t riyal in Lord Halifax. The next vcar he was made First 
Lord of the Board of Trade, with ample powers to carry out his plan,;, which em
braced an entire change in the colonial constitutions and governments, as stated in 
the tcxt. He de!'!arcil in llelmte: "Sooner than make our colonies our allies, I 
should wish to see them returned to their prirniti\'c deserts," IIl'rl' was the most 
emphatical denial of equality, ,\gain, speaking as a minister of the crown: "It 
has lung bl'l'll my opinion tlwt Ameril,:t should I,e n'f!'lliated, and deprived of its 
militatill~ ancl contradictory charters, and its royal gOYl'rlIors, judges and attorneys 
be rcnficl'l'll indepen,lent of the people." Still Inter, and early in the !'ear of his 
death: "England is undone, if this taxation of AtlIerica is ,l:'iycn up." Four 
months afterwards, in reply to a ,'"ggestion to remove the troops from America: 
.- The moment a resolution shall he taken to withdraw the army, I will resign my 
office-, and have no more to do with public albir,;," Some idea of the maO'nif~ 
cence of his scheme of patrulla"e, rna!" be formed from the fact that, the colgnial 
goycrlIurs ,~·e~e.each to IHlYl' a salary of two thousand pounds sterling, which, the 
expensl's 01 hvmg cOl~pa~ed, was equal to t\wnty thousand dollars at the present 
time; and tl~e terror lllspired in America l,y his manner of disposin,,' of the reve
n~e, may be mdlcated II!, statin~' that the king was to dLspose of the whole of it at 
Ius pleasure, or, to reward favontes of himself and of his ministers. Little is heard 
of Tuwnshend in Parliament, after :\Ln-, lil)7. He was sick the whole summer of 
liG7 ; part~ally recoyered, relapsed, ,vas neglected, and died of a putrid fever, on 
the 4th of Sept. 
Th~ s(,ntiments of Lor~ George Townshend sufficiently appear from a single re

ma;k III the debate on hiS broth~r's American revenue and anuy bill: H Let us 
dehberate no longer; let us act With vigor, now, while we can call the colonies ours. 
If you do not, they ,,·iIl vcry soon be lost forever." Un Lord Chatham's motion to 
r~call the troops from America, he said: "The question is not now barely a !]ues
tlon of rl'yenue, hllt whether that gTeat commercial system * * * shall be 
dcsh'o,l"l',l in order to ~TatirY the foolishly ambitious temp'er of a turbuleut uncrrate-
ful people." -'. , b 

In 1 i8i, the co'"eted dignitv of marquis was confen'ed upon him, and twiee he 
held the office of Master-general of Ordnance. He died in 1807, in his 84th year. 
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laws of navigation and trade. The imagination may linger to 
dream that, had Pitt sent George Townshend in the expedition 
against France, some chapters in our history would, possibly, 
have been different. 

As intimately connected with Lord George Townshend, and 
his brother Charles, the minister, I now introduce Charles 
Paxton, of Boston, and marshal of the court of admiralty. 
The former, before he succeeded to the peerage, according to 
Smollett, "possessed a very affluent fortune;" still, when in 
America, he "borrowed" of Paxton "fisc hundred pounds 
sterling at least," which probably was never restored at all, and 
which, certainly, remained unpaid after the lapse of ten years. 
Meantime George had come to enjoy the family estate~, and had 
often met Paxton in England; and Charles,* disinherited by 
his father, and living beyond his means, had become a mark of 
scorn for stock-gambling, while chancellor of the exchequer, 
and in a position to influence the market at pleasure. In 
Boston, and elsewhere in the colonies, the officers of the cus
toms allowed the merchants to smuggle at will, in consideration 
of hush-money; and were, in turn, required to pay for services 
rendered in England to themselves. The whole system of 
colonial patronage was corrupt; and this was the established 
and well-known practice. Did George Townshend, on his way 
home from Quebec, "quaTteT" on Paxton? If not, why, rich 
in his own right, and as a peer, was he so long a debtor for bor
rowed money? As the disputes of the Revolutionary war in
creased, the visits of Paxton to London became frequent. He 
went there as the authorized organ of the crown officers, to 
complain of the merchants for resisting the obnoxious acts of 
Parliament, and to care for the interests of himself and of his 
employers. He possessed "as much of the friendship of 
Charles Townshend as a selfish client may obtain from an in
triguing patron ;"t and it is known that he was in England, and 

* Charles Townshend's father did not so much as mention him in his will, but 
he gave all he could to a house-maid hy whom he had three children. Lady 
Townshend, his mother, was a famous wit, and her sayings were repeated by 
everybody. 

t Cited from Mr. Bancroft, to whom I am much indebted. Besides the facts de
rived from his pages, the bare mention of a name has somtltimes offorded me a 
clue to investigations elsewhere, that otherwise I could not have made. 
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was III the counsels of that ministe r when his plans relative 
to the colonies were de\'isetl and presented to the House 
of Cummons. The Board of Commissioners of the Customs 
\\"a~ l'~tabli~hL'd at Du:-tull "hile Paxton was abroad, and he was 
appointed a memher of it. Did the office conferred by Charles, 
cancel George Townshend's debt '(* The documents of the 
time show that Paxton "as efficient and active, beyond his 
as:--ociatL's. John Adams sa.'-:--. that he was" the essence of 
customs, taxation, and revenue;" and that he appeared at one 
time "to han~ beell governor, lieutenant governor, secretary, 
and chief justice." It "as Paxton, when Charles Townshend 
was at the Board of Trade, who applied for the celebrated 
" writs of as:--i:--tanee," by ,,-hich search was tu be made in every 
place suspected of containing smuggled gooch. 

From the fouwling of the Board of Customs, how rapid 
were the e\"ents that terminated in Revolution! Paxton, and 
his fellow-commissioners, personally offended with Hancock, 
seized one of his vessels for smuggling ,vine, which caused a 
fearful moll, and the flight of officials of the revenue to Castle 
William. Then, came the hanging of Paxton in effigy, on the 
Liberty Tree. Then, at the instance of the Board, the first 
troops clJ,me to Boston. Then, the card of Otis, denouncing the 
commissioners II)" name; the as:--ault upon him with bludgeons, 
in answer to it, and the increased irritation of the public mind. 
Then, the affray near the custom-house, in King street, on the 
Fifth of March. Theil, the receipt of the letters sent from 
England by Franklin, of which, Paxton was one of the writers. 

* From yoL 2d, page 220, works of John .\.dams : 
1 i69. "October 19. Thursday. Lnst night I spent the enning: at the house of 

John "'illi:lln", E"I" the reYellue officer, in company with Mr. ()Ii" Jonathan 
IYilliams, Esq" and ~Ir, McDaniel, a ~eolch g:entleman, ,yho has some connection 
with the commissioners, as clerk, or somcthill~, 'Williams is as sh' secret and 
cunnill~ a fellow,,, need he. * * * In the- conrse of the eyelling-' lIe said: that 
he knew that Lord Town;;hend borrowed moncy of Paxton, \\'hen In America, to 
th~ amollnt of hyc hundred pnllll(\S stel:lin~, at l""st, that i, not pai,\ yet. He also 
smd, m the, course oj the eyel1lll~, that It he had drank a glass of wine that came 
out of a selznr~, he would tak~ [I puke to throw it up, he had such a contempt for 
the tlmds of seizures, He aftects to speak ,lightly of the commissioners, and of 
their conduct, though guardedly, and to insinuate tliat his connections and interest 
und influence at home with the Boal'lls, &c., are ~r('atcr than theirs," , 

The commissioners had power to appoint officers of the customs at pleasure. The 
Declaration of Illllcpendence (':-Cl,re"c8 the rc.'ult : 

" He has erected u multitude of 110\\' offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to 
harrass our people, and eat out their substance." 
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Then, the committe:;) of correspondence, that laid the foundation 
of colonial union. Then, the destruction of the three cargoes 
of tea. Then, the shutting of the port of Boston. Then, the 
first Continental Congress. Then, war; war, which cost Eng
land five hundred millions of dollars, and the Anglo-Saxon 
race one hundred thousand lives, in battle, in storm, and in 
prison, with all the attendant miseries to survivors; war, to 
enforce a wicked discrimination between British subjects, in 
civil, military, commercial, and political rights. 

In the theor!J of a peerage, in being born to the fortune and 
to the name, which, under our institutions, we strive to achieve, 
there is something to arrest the attention; for, the thought is, 
that peers may and should, devote themselves to the good of the 
toiling millions below them.. The house of Townshend is ~ or
man. By union with the house of Northampton, it received two 
hundred and fifty quarterings, including the royal one of Plan
taganet. The two representatives of whom I have spoken, were 
false to their personal honors, to their country, and to their age. 
They denied the relations of human brotherhood. By their 
very birth, they were bound to promote civilization; but they 
resisted its progress even to blood and to devastation. The 
policy which they labored to establish "ith unwavering con
stancy, would have enslaved millions of their fellow men, and 
the vassalage of our fathers, would have descended to us. 

The humbler born, the ill-bred Arnold, stands accursed; and 
yet, he did but contract to deliver a single military post, in 
the civil war for which, the Townshends will ever stand in his
tory as among the most responsible authors. 

Such were some of the consequences of the" Old French 
War;" such, the course of some of its prominent actors, and 
of the persons under their direct influence. 

But, our notice of military officers is far from being com
plete. Thomas Gage,* the second son of a poor nobleman, was 
"quartered" upon thE;) army. We hear of him first, in the 

* He married in America, and his wife was daughter of Peter Kemble, president 
of the council of New Jersey, whose wife was daughter of the Hon. Stephen Van 
Cortlandt. The son of Gen. Gage, who succeeded to the peerage, was nephew of 
the 2d viscount, and a major general in the army. 
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colonies, as a lieutenant colonel Oil Braddock's Field, where, as 
is said, his indeci~ioll lost the clay, and from which he led off the 
shattered army. A year or two later we find a letter to the 
ministry, recommending culoniul taxatiull, and a common mili
tary fund. In the stamp act difficnlties, after he had become 
commander-in-chief of the arm)" we read an official communi
('at ion to l1i~ ~'on:rnment, ill which he ~ays that the people of 
the American colonies 'were "threatening to plunder and mur
del''' such among thelll as pnrcltac;c( 1 stamped paper; and, 
during the trollble~ whidl ~T('W Ollt of the law for quartering 
troops in }It'il'ate hon~cs, a measure much his own, we meet 
with a similar ldkr, in which he dcdarc~ that, "eyery man 
here ~tndie~ law, and illt('rprl't~ the law to suit his purposes;" 
and, that "an officcr of rank and long experience, may be 
cashiercll by the mana'.!'Ol1\('ll( of tl\'O .ill~ti('c~ of the peace, the 
1 Ic~t of them the keeper of a paltry tayern." .\.s we follow him 
further, we see the rl'cord of his presence in Hn~ton, of his 
colli,iun with the ciyil authoritics, of his indictment by the 
grand jury, anel of his assurance to Bernard, that, upon requi
sition, he would s('l\(l him troops. '\itaill ," as if inviting an 
appeal to arms, we trace him to England, and in consultation 
with tlie king; and offiTing' to retul'll "at a day's notice, if 
clleT('iyc llH'a;;llrl'~ ,,'ere tn 11(' used." All(l, finally, taken at his 
word; and as the last royal and first military, governor, of 
~Ias~acl\Usetts, we find him sending troop~ tu Lexington and 
COll('ord; alul ~non after, recalled in f1i~)!T~i<'(" aftt'I" retaining 
the confidence of s\lcce~~ive aclministrations, ii'om Braddock's 
defeat dowl1 tn the be'ginning' of hostilitie~. ,,110 shall measure 
his influence, eluring his twenty years cOllllexion with America, 
in producing: the rupture? 

Hi" SUCl'('~SOl', (in command of the army,) was Sir "illiam 
Howe,* who, too, of noble family, became a peer. At the head 
of the e(jrl'~ of light infantry, he was ordered by ,y ol£'e on the 

* :->ir 'William, (then colonel,) Howe, was Rick at Castle William, (now Fort In
dependen~e,) after the reduction of Louisbourg, in 1758, aud "he alwn~'s gratefully 
and pubhdy aeknowledged that hiS reeoyery ,,'as to be attributed to the skill and 
Ull<'l'a"ing attention ~f" D~. James Lloyd, o'f Boston, "'hen Sir 'Villinm came 
,~.galll, III 17?~, "he Immediately ,oug],t out and renewed his :w'Ilwintan.'c with his 
furml'r physlcl~n," In the Hevolution, Dr. Lloyd was a Loyaii,t, His son James, 
was a Senator III Congress, from IVlassachusetts. 
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morning of the Thirteenth of September, to lead. In landing, 
his troops missed the path that led up the precipice, and gained 
the summit br catching at roots, stumps, and boughs of trees. 
He dislodged the French guard; he cleared the way for the 
ascent of the whole division; and in the battle, acted on the 
enemy's flanks. ·When next he came to America, he met as 
foes, many of the colonists who shared with him in the honors 
of that day; and their conduct on the memorable Seventeenth 
of June, 1775, could but have taught him the utter hopeless
ness of his mission of suLjugation. 

Sir Henry Clinton, who followed, as chief of the forces, is 
not connected with our subject; and we pass to ~il' Guy Carle
ton. In the expedition to Quebec, he wa" Illtal'ter-master gen
eral; in the llattlc', he commanded the "grenadiers of the 
army," and was wounded. Rewardeu, in a few )"ea1'8, by the 
governorship of the country which he hall helped to win; he 
resisted the invasion of Montgomery; took possession of Crown 
Point; and, as the superior, controlled the movements of Bur
goyne and Cornwalli". The last military chieftain appointeu to 
subdue the Thirteen States, he communicated overtures of 
reconciliation to Congress; and arranged with \\T ashington, for 
the evacuation of N ew York, and of the British post at the 
mouth of the Penobscot.* And, when he was clenltcd to the 
peerage, as Baron Dorchester, in reward for his eminent R'lTiccf', 
principally in America, he saw the survivors of his colonial 
companions in arms, on the eve of forming a Federal Union, 
and so taking a place among the nations. 

How difficult, in civil war, to ascertain the truth as relates to 
the character of persons. At the very period when Lord 
George Germain, as minister, wrote to Carleton that it had 
pleased the king to place him over Burgoyne and Cornwallis, 
and the Duke of Richmond and others in the Lords, were say
ing that there was not a more valuable officer in the service, 
and, that his private life was estimable: several distinguished 
men of the Revolution, held him in utter contempt. Thus, 
Montgomery wrote that he supposed Carleton was ashamed to 

* Sparks' Washington contains quite a correspondence on the subject. The two 
Chiefs had, also, an interview. 
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show himself in England; Gerry, that his general orders dis
covered him to be a brute; and Schuyler, that his conduct had 
put it out of the power of the Whigs to have any intercourse 
with him. 

A word more of three others. Robert Monckton, the senior 
brigadier under "Wolfe, was the second son of viscount Galway. 
In 17;JJ, he was a lieutenant colonel, and in Boston with pro
posals to Shirley to raise two thousand men for service in Nova 
Scotia. A question of rank arose between him and General 
,Yinslow, ,yhich the Governor adroitly di~posed of by giving 
each a separate command. :JIUllcktOll assisted in removing the 
Acadiall~, in 17;);); and after the conquest of Quebec, was gov
ernor of X ew York, and chief of the successful expedition 
against :JIal'tinico. He attained the rank of lieutenant general. 
He is said to h,we been "braYe, open-hearted, and liberal."* 
J ames Murray, the junior general at Quebec, was a brother of 
the duke of Atholl; and, the first military goyeruor of Canada 
after the conquest, he mhised the continuance of the ~ystem of 
martial rule, and of addition to its territory westerly, " in order 
to oYcr-awc the older colonies, and kcel' them in fear and sub
mission. "t Brave, but imprudent and inconsiderate, and of a 
character to keep the public sentiment divided as to his merits; 
he was tried by a court martial, finally, for professional incom
petence. He represented the county of Perth in fiye Parlia
ments, and became a major general. 

For a while, there was one officer of rank who was true to 
America. Isaac Barre, was ,y olfe' s adjutant general, and of 
his own ~elccti()n. They crossed the ocean in the same ship. 
He was near his Chief when he fell, and recciyed a wound him
self which" ultimately made him Llind." ~ "I had lingered a 
subaltern officn de,"en years," he wrote Pitt, in 1760, when the 

* All auto,!:;Taph letter before me, written in ::\"u\",. Scotia in 1755 shows a prac-
tIced p~n and a dear mind. ' 

t Dedarati~JIl of Independence~ ref~rring to what was then called the Province of 
911ci1c,': ".1< '.'r aI 1oh,h1l1;': the free "y,tl'lIl of English laws in a neighboritw prov
lI~l'e, estalJhslung therem an arl)Jtrary go:"ernment, and enlarg'ing its-bound,~cies so 
a, to !!Iuke It at Ol"'e :m.example and tit IIlstrllmcnt for introducing the same abso
lute rule mto thl',e colomes." 

§ Bane, in a letter to Pitt, Dated Kc,," York, April 28. 1760: "1\1 v left eye ren
dered Ihel,·,." and the ball still in my head." He lost his sight twenty years' previ-
ous to Ius death. • 
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General's" opinion of me rescued me from obscurity;" and, he 
added, " by the neglect I have met with" since his loss, "I am 
apprehensive that my pretensions are to be buried with my only 
protector and friend." 

West, in his' celebrated picture, The Death of Wolfe, to the 
displeasure of the artists of the time, represented the different 
figures in living costume, in boots and buttons, in laced coats 
and cocked hats.* Barre is seen as one of a group of officers 
collected to witness the closing scene. Barre's career in Par
liament is too familiar to need notice here. For his votes 
against the ministry, he was dismissed from the army. Every 
school-boy has by heart, his admirable speech in reply to Oharles 
Townshend, who had said in eloquent and labored terms, that 
America was planted by the" care," and" nourished" by the 
" indulgence," of England. Boston, grateful for his opposition 
to the stamp act, asked for his picture to grace Fanueil Hall, 
and it was placed there; but it disappeared early in the Revo
lution, and while the British troops were in possession. The 
town of Barre, however, perpetuates his name in Massachusetts. 
He declared in the House of Oommons, that the idea of reduc
ing the colonies by force, was "wild, incoherent, and impracti
cable;" but yet, he finally fell off, and voted for the Boston 
Port Bill. In after life, he held several offices. 

Thus intimately connected were the two wars; the second, 
politically considered, the result of the first; with the same 
actors in both. Fighting side by side to annex the possessions 
of France to their common country, were Loudoun, and Aber
crombie, Amherst and Townshend, Gage and Howe, Oarleton, 
and Murray, and Barre: "Washington, the" frontier Oolonel," 
who came first to Boston to supplicate the Ohief of the 
British forces, that he might not be compelled to obey the orders 
of a captain of the regulars, and who came next, himself, the 

* In bioi,,'Taphy of ",Vest: "Lord Grosvenor, disregarding the frowns of the 
ameteurs, and the cold approbation of the Academy, purchased the work." * * * 
" The king questioned W ()jit concerning- the pieture, and put him on his defense of 
this new heresy in art." * * * Sir .Joshua Reynolds, owned, finally, that 
the subject was treated as it ought to have heen, and retracted his objections. "I 
foresee," he said, "that this picture will not only he come one of the most popular, 
but will occasion a revolution in art." "I wish," remarked the king, "that I had 
known all this before, for the objection has been the means of Lord Grosvenor's 
getting it; but you shall make a copy for me." 
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chief of the American armies; and Mercer, and Gates, and 
:\Iorgan; the two Putnams, and the two Clintons; and Nixon, 
and Thomas; Irvine, Gibson, Atlee, Bradford, Prescott, and 
Butler, and Stark, and Bull, and Spencer: and a long roll of 
officers of inferior rank. 'While in the army of ,Volfe, were 
Preble*, tIle first elected commander of the forces of :Massa
chn,;ett,;; the able, graceful }Iontgomery;t and Gridley, who 
laid out theworks on Bunker Hill; and the worthy, but unfor
tunate, St. Clair. 

The Emdish horn as we haye seen, were honored and ad-
~ ,~' , 

vanced; the American born were allowed to return to the 
pursuits of priYate life, unnoticed, even wronged. In the lapse 
of ~','ar", both appeared again on the scene of affairs; the first, 
as leaders to preserve, the second, as leaders to dismember, the 
Briti"h empire. As now, I conclude the topic, I venture to 
sllg'gest, that, as students of history, \\"13 are bound to connect 
the yictory on the highlands of Quebec with the capitulation at 
Y orktOll"ll, as, with our limited knowledge of the beginning and 
the end of political events, we pronounce upon cause and 
effect. 

Thus naturally, by my own course of thought, certainly, do 
we come to another head of our discourse, and to speak of the 

* Jedediah Prel>le, of Falmouth, now Portland, and the first of the name who 
Rettled tl ... re. Two "o111I1li"io"s of ("aptain, one ,ig'ne(1 by Shirley, of Massachu
setts, 1746, and the other the year following, by him and by Knowles, Governor of 
Cape Breton, haye been l'rl"'l'l"Yed. He was eng'agel] in the unpleasant duty of 
removing thl' Aeadians, in 1755, under \Vinslow. In the battle of Sept. 13, 1759, 
he was ncar \\" olfe, and was himself wounded in the thit.:'h. The bullet struck his 
bro:II]-flapped "'aist("oo.t, and drl'w a piece of that garment into the wound, which 
was long pr('ser\"(',1 in the f:unil.\". The tradition is, that he was the first white man 
w.ho W(,Ilt to the summit of ~ro~Ilt 'Washington; it, very words, that the" Briga
dier had gone up anrl "':,,hed Ius hands III the clouds." He declined the command 
of the Massachusetts forces, on account uf ill health and advanced years. His son, 
Com. Edw:1rrl Preble, U. :-;. X:wy, was very disting'u,hed. It hanEy need be 
added, that all t~lC alikeI''. named in the. text, P,reble and Gridley alone· exc-epted, 
commanded dn'lslOns, Img'a.}e", or regiments, III the war of the Revolution. In 
seTl"ice in the French war, al80, were four of the sig-ners of the Declaration of In
dependence: I'aine of Mussaehusctts, Lewis of New York, \\" olcott of Conn., and 
Franklin of Penn. 

In the field at the South, engaged against the Indians, were Moultrie of South 
Carolina, .",hr"e defense of Sullivan's Isl~nd in the Revolution, cont~rred great 
honor; Picken" and ~Ianon, the two partisan officers. Elsewhere we find Ran
dolph, tirst President of the Continental ('ongrcss; Gadsen, calied the :, John 
Adams of the South," and Calhoun, father of the great stalesman, 

:t Wolfe, at Louisbourg, found Montgomery "a humble officer," in his own 
bngade, and gave him the commission of lieutenant. 
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Victor, on the day we celebrate. At my time of life, hero-wor
ship does not become me. Edward Braddock, shared the 
infamous wages of an infamous woman, and was a drunken 
gambler i insensible as a brute, ever, he did but utter a heart
less jest, when his ~iskr, a maiden of beautiful person and of 
cultivated mind, and the victim to gambling and to misplaced, 
yet innocent love, committed suicide. ,r as the British major 
general, of whom I am to address you, like him? Or, if not 
positively bad, ,yas James Wolfe, still distinguished principally, 
for mere brayery? I do not care to dwell upon and to pra~se, 
so common a quality in the human race as personal courage, or 
disregard of danger and of death. Fools and pretenders are 
alike renowned in history, as winners of great battles i and both 
haye worn stolen laurels, and suborned or cheated chroniclers 
in every age and cOlliltry. Haye lee assembled here to honor a 
man void of understanding, or one whose fame belongs to an
other? The death of ,y olfe, is considered by persons of his own 
profession, I suppose, as one of the most satisfactory and glori
ous, in the annals of war i but, can we discuss his character in 
our homes, without reserve? 

Sketches of his life, of a page or two, abound i but, original 
materials on which to found an opinion, with reasons for every 
conclusion, are few, scattered, and fragmentary.* The princi
pal sources of information accessible to me, are his military 
orders, upwards of fifty in number, and his dispatches to the 
ministry i the journal of one of his officers it an occasional let
tel' of his own i the correspondence of some of the public men 
of his time i and the incidental mention of him, in the liYes of 
naval officers who served with him in the St. Lawrence. But 
for the pretensions of George Townshend: the equivocal notice 
of him in the brief note of Monckton to Pitt: and the text of 
Hutchinson, who, a principal actor in the affairs of Massachu
setts, was personally concerned in measures to prosecute the 

* It is stated in several works, that his Life, embracing his Correspondence, was 
published in London, in 1827; but such is not the fact. It was then announced. 
Southey undertook the task of biographer and editor, but abandoned It; und so did 
Gleig. 

t Historical Journal of the Campaigns in North America, 1757, 1758, 1759, 
1760, &c., &c. By Capt. John Knox, dedicated by permission to Lt. Gen. Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst. London, 1769. 
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war with ,igor, and ,,'ho, at his request, III the absence of the 
go,t'rnor, sent him a reinforcement during the seige; but for 
these, I should say, that the name of General ',"olfe is always 
pronounced with emphatic praise. 

"'hen a )'t mllg lieutenant, he won reputation for skill and 
genius, in Germany. ,rhen quartermaster-general in an expe
dition to the coa!'t of Fl'allCe,'" while his superiors were disput
ing about the possibility of a dt'f;cent, he landed, penetrated the 
country, and earnestly urged inyasion; and "as applauded and 
prQlllotctl by Pitt, who censured tilem.t The youngest of the 
brig'adiers at Louisbourg, he still conducted the principal ope
rations of the scigc; and his ~enicc" were duly and officially 
acknowle(lgt'd II;' the commander-in-chief. ''"hen he commu
nicated to Amherst the desigll of lluitting the army, he was told 
in reply: "I can by no means agree to it. '" '" '" I know 
nothing that can tend more to the good of His Majesty's service 
than your assisting in it." At the early age of thirty-three,~ 
he was selected from the long roll of generals, by England's 
great minister, to lead tlte hazardous expedition, of a campaign 
which was meant to be lleci:-i"e; and he modestly answered: 
"I have no oll,iection to selTing in America, and particularly in 
the l'in'l' ~t. Lawrence:" II "'ith the simple condition that he 
might remain a while with his mother, to repair his shattered 
health. Arriyed at the scene of operations, we are to see that 
he wore out his very life in thought, in ~olving the" difficulties" 

'*' '" alpolc, referring: to this affair, say': "'Y olfe, who was no friend of Mr. 
COm\'lI~' last year, and for whom I ('OIl,C'(!uently haye no affection, has great merit, 
spirit, and alacrity, and shone extremely at Louisbourg." , 

t R i.~id in discipline, he trained the very six battalions that saved the army from 
the cOllseqUl'Il('es of S:u'kville's delinquellcy at Minden. 

One .of his eulogis~s, in 1760, states his claims in these sh"ong words: "I say 
ag::nll, .1: was the mstmct of thy (·al!ll('l.ty, that ~'onquered in the plains of Minden; 
thy "IJIl'.lt, tilY devotIOn, presence at mm(~, and Judg-ment, were present at the battle; 
they g"\llded the work thy hands had fashIOned; and this work oyerthrew the enemy 
with gTCat slallg"hter. All Europe heard of it, and was amazed. Britain knew 
then her son to be the author of it, and therefore she now records the glory of it in 
her annals, to thy immortal honor." 

§ He ,:as horn at Westerham: in the county of Kent, November 6, 1 ;26, and 
was bapl1zed there on the followmg 11 th of January. At the time of his birth his 
father rente <I the yicarage house. "Quebec house' became the seat of the family" 
says Glieg:, "at a later period." , 

II Thi~ letter is rlate~ ~t. James S.treet, London, Xov. 22, li58. A few days 
after, "olfe was comnllssIOned as major general, and appointed to the chief' com
mand. 
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of the enterprise. Dearly enough did he earn the statue which 
Massachusetts voted; and the cenotaph which England voted 
and erected ! 

In private life there seems little reason to doubt that Wolfe 
was a gentleman of pure morals and of religious affections.* 
That he was generally loved, is certain; and. to hclieyc those 
who knew him intimately, he possessed almost ('ycry virtue. 
Conscious of ability, he was still deferential, and modest; high 
toned, he was neither malignant nor irritable; beneyolent, he 
sought out the needy, and gave to profusion; manly in senti
ment, he was yet as gentle and tender as a woman; conscious 
of his own frailties, he bore patiently the faults of others; cau
tious to form, he was careful to preserve, friendships; frank 
and sincere, implicit faith was placed in his ~word; and at times 
he was lively, eyen to boyish sportiveness. 

The common account is, that he was "daring" and "pre
sumptuous," by intuition. Such, I confess, is not my own 
impression. In a familiar rule in mathematics, by means of 
three numbers given, we find a fourth, which solycs the ques
tion; and the principle will ordinarily serve to determine char
acter, indiyiduality. Wolfe, by nature, was adapted to the 
pulpit, rather than the camp; and, I imagine that his life in 
the army, was one continued sacrifice of self. He bore a com
mission when a boy of fourteen. His father,t attained the 

* The point of Wolfe's private character has been carefltlly examined. Great 
allowance is always to be made in the statements which appear soon after a man's 
decease, and while the public mind is excited by his loss, and by rejoicings on his 
achievements; but, nnless we reject the sentiments expressed in letters of his per
sonal friends, and of some of the most distinguished men of his time, as well as the 
positive declarations of the ministers in America and in England, who pronounced 
funeral sermons or eulogies, we must conclude that he was a gentleman in the 
highest sense of the word as commonly used, and was" inspired with a deep sense 
of religion," also. 

t Edward Wolfe, "a veteran from the wars of Marlborough;" he died 27th 
March, 1759. There are seeming disagreements as to his rank. The inscription 
on one of the cenotaphs to his son, gives him the title of "colonel," and the same 
appears in an English Eulogy; but he is called a "lieutenant general," in the Cor
respondence of Chatham, and" general," by his widow, and by Gleig. The 
Gentleman's Magazine for 1759, without a word of comment, records his decease 
thus: "Lt. Gen. Edw. Wolfe, col. of the 8th Reg. of foot." The difficulty may 
be solved, perhaps, by suggesting that Generals were still Colonels of regiments. In 
the prochLmation of Gen. James Wolfe to the Canadians the day after landing on 
the Isle of Orleans, he styles himself" Colonel of a regiment of Infantry, 1J£ajor 
General, and Commander-in-chief of His Britannic Majesty's Forces in the River St. 
Lawrence, &c., &c." 

6 
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rank of lieutenant general. The profession of arms was the 
most honorable of the age; and nobles and persons of fortune, 
clamored in every avenue of influence, to enter it. What more 
probable than that, under these circumstances, the gentle, 
yielding lad, did but obey his parent; and, that once in service, 
and his country incessantly in war, his sense of honor did not 
allow him to retire. 

In many things, he and Kelson were alike. Both were deli
cate in body, and frequent sufferers by disease; both secured in 
an eminent degree the love and confidence of companions in 
arms; both were as natural and single-hearted as in childhood; 
both tasked the mind beyond the physical ability to bear; and 
both were sensitive to a fault. K elwn, as is well known, had 
periods of gloom and sadness; mental moods "when there was 
nothing in life but vexation and trouble; when he felt that his 
heart was breaking, and when he would have quitted the world 
with a smile. "W olfe, so similar, in other respects, was, I con
jecture, much of the same temperament. The sky-colored 
imps, in reflecting upon a movement for which he was responsi
ble, had the first possession of his brain. It is for the wallt of 
thinking that most men are undone; but, and as all persons of 
acute sensibilities do, he thought too much for his happiness. 
The hopeful, act promptly, upon impulse, with a bare glance at 
the bright; to others, there is a dark side to muse upon, long, 
and in pain; the chances of failure, of disgrace, to be reasoned 
over and to be reasoned out. The first, yield to the slightest 
discouragement, and are the wrecked ones in life; the last, the 
final resolve once taken, do or die, or, die in doing. As men 
really do differ in individuality as "widely as the oak and the 
aspen, the world will have it that the strong and the sturdy are 
by nature the warriors, and the weak and the fragile are the 
civilians, of society. Taught by poets and orators, we invest 
our modern victors with the qualities of the heroes of antiquity, 
and eyen with those of the gods of heathen mythology, includ
ing, sometimes, infernal Pluto himself. With all deference I , 
venture to say, that this is entirely wrong. Tell the boy of 
gentle and affectionate disposition, and of frail body, that the 
brave resemble Hercules, or Keptune, or Jove, or Mars, and 



43 

he is discouraged; but teach him that he can be trained, edu
cated to deeds of heroism, and that, if he will but overcome, 
day by dar, the "difficulties" with his fellows, he will be sure 
to bear his trials in manhood like a hero, be these tests in busi
ness or in battle: and he is inspired with ambition. The instance 
before us is not without a lesson. ,Yolfe, though not com
pared with either of the deities, is still called the "British 
Achilles." K ever was thei'e a more unfortunate appellation, if 
truth be thought worthy of regard in illustrations of character 
by comparison. The wise, the thoughtful, the mild, the poetic 
Briton; how different from the rash, the impetuous, the furious 
Greek? ,Volfe," heard the lute of Hope in sleep," and "the 
voice of Love in dreams;" and lingered over books "where 
sweet Wisdom smiles;" and his soul dwelt in the temple 
"roofed with Sculpture and Poesy." His memory was full of 
former years, and of the sports of his bQyhood. He had heav
enly visions of wedded love, and as the shadows of evening fell 
on his camp* in the St. Lawrence, he yearned for a mate and a 
home, even as the absent dove sighs for its nest; and yet, he 
perished of choice at the post of duty! But though unlike 
Achilles, he does, indeed, remind us of the truly great Hector: if 
not in "manly beauty and superior size," yet in endurance, in 
love of mercy, and in all the nobler and finer qualities of 
human nature. Of the Briton, as of the Trojan, how true to 
say that he was never guilty of 

" A deed ungentle, or a word unkind;" 

and that 
* * * " The gods had joined 
The mildest manners and the bravest mind." 

The two in death, how like; both went into the last contest, 
weary, faint, exhausted. Let the young who listen to me, take 
courage; and forgetting even Hector, divest the imagination of 
every false idea of heroism, and think only of the real and the 
true. 

Our books of history are too limited to allow a full narra-

* His quarters on shore. in "a tolerable house," says Knox, on a visit when he 
found the General si<;k, and unable to leave his chamber. 
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tive of Wolfe's campaign; and though we fiud many facts and 
conclusions ~t~lted with much skill and power, a proper knowl
edge of it can be obtained only by an examination of the docu
ments which relate to it. The opinion of men of his own 
profession, that in military affairs, " he was by no means inferior 
to a Frederick, a Henry, or a Ferdinand," we willleavc undi~
turbed; but, we may presume to judge of his intellect for our
sehe~, and by the simple rules of eyidence. 

The pertinent inquiry is, then, whether, in the use of the 
means l,lacecl at his disposal by his government, he evinced abil
ity; and, in determining the question, it is to be observed, that 
success, or the want of it, is not an element. lYe are concerned 
to know barcly this: I\hat was the plan of operations in the St. 
Lawrence, and what did he do to execute it? 

The cunquest of Quebec was one of the" visiuns " of Pitt, at 
which men sneered. }..n Admiral, who appeared before it in 
Queen Anne's time, hurried out of the river, because" the ice, 
freczing to the bottom, would bilge his vessels," and because, to 
preserve them, he " must place them on dry ground, in forms 
and cradk~, till the thaw;" and, though nuval officers were 
somewhat ldtl:r informed, half a century later, none desired to 
command there; and some, in the brief manner of the quar
ter-cleck, <1i~l,o!:'cd of the suggestion of acting there efficiently, 
with a shrug, and the word" Impracticable." But the omnip
otent will of the Minister equipped a fleet which mounted just 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six cannon; and an Officer was 
expressly ordered from the Mediterranean, to take charge of 
it.+ Could this immense armament haye performed the 
expected senice, once in chosen position of attack, Quebec 
would hardly have escaped demolition for a single day. L:"nfor
tunately enough, however, the ships of war drew too much 
water to assail, with any effect whatever, the French entrench
ments on the bank of the rivcr; and, more than all, their guns 

t Sir Charles S.aunders, vice-admira~ of the blue. Suhsequently, he was vice
admIral of the whIte, a lord of th~ admIralty, comptroller of the navy, and admiral 
o~_the blue; and.member o~ Pa~'liament fr?m the borough of Heyden. He died in 
1 ~. 5, and was prIvately bunetl III \VestmInster Abbey, near the monument of his 
fnend 'Volfe. Su· Charles "'as called ~he most silent man in England. He was 
good-natured .an~ extre~ely modest, of sImple m~nners and generous disposition. 

Holmes, a.Jum.or admu·al at 9uebec, ,,,as appOInted Commander-in-chief on the 
JamaIca statIOn, m 1760, and died there the following year. . 
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could not be elevated to bear upon aud batter the fortifications 
of the city. Thus, for the purpose designed, the naval force 
was useless; and this ascertained, Wolfe attempted to overcome 
his first "difficulty," by the erection of several land-batteries. 
With these, he injured the upper town, and nearly reduced the 
lower one to ruins. As careful an estimate as I call make from the 
daily accounts, shows two hundred and four hours of cannonading 
and bombarding. Ninety-six shells and carcasses were thrown 
into the city on one day; and one hundred and fifty on another, 
besides a perfect storm of cannon balls. Late in August, the 
discharge of both ordnance and cannon was limited by order; 
but, at the rate fixed, the number in twenty-four hours, was 
equal to the firing of one piece, five hundred and seventy times. 

It was summer; but the record of disasters by rains, and 
hails, and winds, appears almost incredible. Transports and 
boats were driven on shore, and broken, and lost. In one tem
pest, the fixed ammunition was so badly damaged, that one hun
dred thousand new cartridges were to be prepared with all 
haste; and in a second, an encampment was so entirely flooded 
as to be laid under water. Wolfe, in his impatience to fight 
Montcalm, as well as to destroy his works, attacked him at 
Montmorenci; and he was repulsed with serious loss, during a 
commotion of the elements, which made the precipices he de
signed to scale too slippery to be ascended, and which was so 
violent and dreadful, that the journalist declares his inability to 
describe it. These are the more noticeable incidents; but these, 
and the general effects of the weather, form the second unex
pected " difficulty." 

Nearly two months passed in this kind of warfare, and evi
dently the young general was sorely distressed. His restless 
mind was ever on the stretch. He devised three distinct and 
separate plans of assault upon Montcalm in his intrenchments, 
which his brigadiers unanimously rejected. He suggested the 
storming of the city, and was overruled by his chief engineer. 
He entertained the design of wintering in the St. Lawrence, 
and of constructing a large fortress, but abandoned it, after re
peated discussion, because there were neither materials nor 
time. 
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He personally explored every point where it was supposed he 
could land troops, and force a fight; he personally took part in 
skirmishes; he personally directed in the batteries; he person
ally enforced the police of his camp to preserve its health, its 
morals, and thus, its efficiency. 

Meantime, at midnight, while thousands shouted defiance, 
and cannon balls rattled among the rocks and trees on the 
shores, the river was lighted up by the French fire-rafts, which, 
of terrific appearance, and constructed of ,'essels, shallops, and 
stages, chained together, and several hundred feet long, and 
l:oYl:red ·with combustibles, and bombs, and various kinds of 
small arms, loaded to the muzzle, were sent down to destroy the 
fleet; and, meantime, too, at night, the town often seemed a 
mass of flame, as the hot shot and shells of the beseigers, 
burned whole streets in one section, many of the most magnifi
cent private houses, churches, and public edifices in a second, 
and the great cathedral with all its paintings and other decora
tions in still another. 

What was there more for Wolfe to do ? By the plan of the 
campaign, his own soldiers ,,'ere to perform a secondary part only, 
for, as we have said, they were to be assisted by the formidable 
armament; and Amherst, was to have joined him with his 
army. Without aid from either; his eight thousand troops re
duced to seven, by the losses at Montmorenci and elsewhere; 
the naval officers continually anxious for the safety of the ships 
and transports; why did he not abandon the expedition, and 
depart? In America, he could have plead the example of Lou
doun, when sent against Louisbourg, and of Abercrombie be
fore Ticonderoga; in Europe, he could have cited the course of 
Cumberland in Hanover, and of Conway off Rochfort; and in 
India, the conduct of the military governor of Calcutta. 

"From fame to infamy, is a beaten road ;" and the sentiment 
of that maxim, though the bane of his mental peace, was the 
incentive of his professional life. Those who enjoyed his con
fidence, often heard him sigh, and, in his despondency, declare, 
that if he failed, he would never go back to England, to be ex
posed to the reproaches, in insults, of a capricious people, 
equally extravagant to praise and to blame. He was the Chief 
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of Pitt's own choice,· and with the minister's awful eye upon 
him, did he say, also: 

'*' '*' '*' " There is none but he, 
Whose being I do fear; and under him, 
My genius is rebuked, as it is said 
Mark Anthony's was, by Cresar."j 

In his thirty-fourth year, entrusted with an army for the first 
time, what was there for "T olfe to muse upon, as an officer and 
as a man? 

A little while before, Admiral Byngt had been sentenced to 
death, not for cowardice, but because, in the judgment of a 
court-martial, he had failed to do "his utmost to engage the 
enemy;" and his execution had sent terror into every arm of 
the service. Did Wolfe reflect that, as the news had reached the 
St. Lawrence that Niagara, Ticonderoga, and Crown Point, had 
finally all fallen, that as soon as the welcome tidings should be 
known in England, all eyes would be turned to him; and, that 
unless Quebec fell also, Pitt would leave him in silence, to such 
doom as the indignation of a disappointed country might de
mand? Or, if not this, did his sensitive nature shrink from 
the agony of so much as appearing before a military tribunal ~ 
to p1'Ove that he had resorted to every expedient to overcome 
Montcalm's inflexible resolution to act ever on the defensive; 
and, that he had exhausted his skill to provoke him to 
combat? 

I am led to suppose that, content with his laurels at Louis
bourg, he intended, on his return home in 1758, to marry, and 
to quit the army. There is evidence that the maiden of Ilfor-

'*' The king wished to appoint Gen. Hopson, who, sent to the '''est Indies, died 
there a year or two after. 

t Admiral Byng was executed in March, 1757. In three minutes after walking 
out of the cabin, (pierced with five bullets,) he was laid in his coffin. The court 
that tried him, acquitted of cowardice, but found that" he did not do his utmost to 
engage the enemy;" and, without a dissenting voice, recommended him to mercy. 
Pitt, in the House of Commons, moved that mercy be extended, and personally 
solicited the king, "but was Cllt very short." 

§ Que writer states that he actually "declared he would rather die thau be 
brought to a court-martial for miscarrying." 

II In an eulogium pronounced upou ',v olfe, and printed in London in 176~, M!ss 
Lowther is called an " illustriilus maid," and the "mirror of her sex." It IS said, 
also, that "she could not delight in the man on whose honor her discerning eye 
perceived the least stain;" anel, that with" her approbation he flew to the field ?f 
glory." So again, that "he fancied himself sufficiently happy, if he could at his 
return lay at her feet his harvest of laurels." 
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tune who possessed his affections, sympathised with him in his 
sense of personal honor, and, that he accepted the command 
with her approbation. Did he tell her at parting, that he would 
will for her the title of countess; and was she to wed him in 
disgrace; in disgrace, because unsuccessful? 

'Vhatever the truth, beyond what we know, it appears that 
his delicate frame, which had been discased for years, yielded to 
mental weariness and suffering, and that he became ill of a fever 
which seemed to threaten his life. His public dispatches show 
clearly enough how little he himself ventured to hope from the 
Ycry beginning, as well as indicate, that with all his persistency 
arid constancy. after he had undertaken a thing, he was of a 
distrustful nature, and pondered often and long on the dark 
sidc. 

He began to doubt before he had met with any disappoint
ments, eyen before he had arrived in the St. Lawrence. Thus, 
he wrote Pitt, on board the Neptune, at Halifax, on the first of 
May, that his troops were good, and, that if valor could make 
amends for the want of numbers, he should "probably suc
ceed;" but yet, that any accidents, or sickness among his men, 
might put him" to some difficulties." On the second of Sep
tember, he gave the ::Ifillister a long narrative of his procceed
ings from the disembarkation on the twenty-se,enth of June, on 
the Isle of Orleans, to that day. The obstacles were such, that 
he could not flatter himself he " should be able to reduce the 
place," he said; that he had been sick, and was still so weak as 
to desire his generals to consult for the public weal; that he 
had acquiesced in the proposal to con,-ey a corps of four or five 
thousand men above the town, in order to compel the French to 
an action; and that he was then preparing to execute the de
sign. But, he continued, while he had almost the whole force 
of Canada to oppose, the nature of the ri,er deprived him of 
the aid of the most formidable ships' of war; that his situation 
presented" such a choice oj difficulties" * as to cause him to 

* The newspapers criticised this term at the moment; but it seems to have been 
~d?pted, by. some men of thought, as a sort of proverb. Among those who used 
It III a signIficant sense, were Dr. Samuel Johnson, and Samuel Adams. "Like ,y olfe, we had a choice of difficulties." Jun;us employs the three words in the 
ordinary way of discourse, and without quotation marks. 
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own that he was" at a loss how to determine ;" that the affairs 
of the country required at his hands" the most vigorous meas
ures;" but then, he add:", " the courage of a handful of troops 
should be exerted only where there is some hope of a favorable 
event." 

This letter filled England with alarm, even "with dismay." 
Another, and a more despairing account, soon followed. His 
last dispatch was addressed to the Earl of Holrlcrne"s, and was 
written on board the Sutherland, at Cape Rogue, four days pre
vious to his death. ~o one can read it without emotion, or, 
possibly, "ithout the impression that ,Volfe designed it, in his 
utter discouragcment, as a manifesto for the eye of historians. 
"If," he plead for his repntatiull, "if Montcalm had shut 
himself up in the town of Quebec, it "ould have been long 
since in our possession, because the tl('kll~l'~ are inconsiderable, 
and our artillery very formidahle; hut he has a numerous body 
of armed men, (I cannot call it an army,) and the strongest 
country, perhaps, in the world, to rest the defen"c of the town 
and colony upon." In the enumeration of ., difficulties," he 
stated that the enemy,. hy means of floating kltterics and innu
merable battoes, disputed the water with the 1 t{)8ts of his fleet; 
that the heavy French batteries tUIY81'11s the sea were so situated 
that they could not be injured; that the twenty French ships 
which had arrived before him, with succors of all kinds, had 
been lightened and taken al),wc Quebec lJeyollil the reach of his 
own vessels of war, where they served to store lH'o\'isiuns, ancl 
to cut off all communication with Amherst; and that the sea
men who came out in them, helped to work ~Iolltcallll's artil
lery, and to manage his floating defenses on the river. As related 
particularly to his own armament, he remarked that the tide 
ebbed seven, and sometimes eig'ht hours, as violently as could 
be imagined, and was the cause of losing" an infinite deal of 
time in every operation on the water;" that owing to the 
strength of the current, merely, the ships often drifted; that 
the bottom was a bed of rock, and unless an anchor caught in 
a ragged one, it held a vessel by its own weight only; and that 
doubtless, if the equinoctial gale, (soon to be expected,) came 
with" any force, a number of ships mllst necessarily run ashore 

7 
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and be lost." In commenting on the effects of a storm which 
" hafl nigh ruined the expedition," in J nne, and immediately 
after landing his army, he asserted, that for so "extraordinary 
and Yery important" duty, his supply of one kind of boats had 
never been half large enough; and that the French were able 
to contend with him for supremacy on the water, whenever he 
wa~ not rUYI:red lly the cannon of the fleet. And, he conclnded 
in tlj('~e sad words: "I am so far recovered as to do business, 
but my constitution is utterly ruined, without the consolation 
of haYing done any cnll~iderahle service to the Statc, or without 
any prospect of it." Thus did he despond on the ninth of Sep
temllt'l', after his final resolve wa:-; made, when his troops were 
crow(leel on board of transport~, and when he impatiently waited 
the enLl of an excessive rain, to scale a precipice, and compel 
his m\l',\' foe to a ckci"iyc conflict in the open field. In thirty
five dap, his account of the condition of things in the St. Law
rence was read in London, and despair, as the tidings spread, 
was universal. "Pitt feared that he had been mistaken in his 
favorite General, and that the next news would be that he had 
been clc"troycd or lut( 1 capitulated." 

,Ye trace his doubting nature down to the latest hours of his 
existence. The" order of troops in the line of boab," for land
ing on the night of '" ednesday, the twelfth, is before me, as I 
write. The camp protected, there remained only thil'ty-cix 
hundred men of all corps, to be formed in columns of attack 
and reserve on the following day. These were to be COl1Ycycd 
on shore in thirty boats, and in two divisions; the boats to re
turn to the ship" for the second, under Townshend, after land
ing the first, uncleI' the Chief. 'iY olfe, should have been in bed; 
and, Hinde, his ])()r1y physician, (who remained in America, was 
a ,Yhig in the Revolution, and accompanied Patrick Henry 
against Lord Dunmore,)* should not have left him for a sing'le 

. * ~in(!e settle(~ in Yirginia,. near ~atrick Henry, but removed to Kentuckv, and 
dIed III 1\e\\'port III t!l~ latter ~tate, III 1 ~2~1, n:':('II 92; he had an ('xtcJ"ivc pi';l('tiee 
as surge?n a~.d physlcI3n. "Edu('ated an Epis.·opalian, he became a dei.,t. 'I< * * 
'Vh~n IllS ,:'!fc and daughter at~ached themselYes to the Methodists, in his rn!!·., he 
balll~he'l h'~ c1nll~hter fr?1ll ,}115 hou,,', and to ('ure his wife of her insanity, he 
applIed a hlIster to her spllle, But he emJ.ral'e<i the yiell's of the "Hnc sect" and 
"for nearl!' half a centnry he was a de,'out adherent!' , 

". e may remark here that several others who served as surgeons in tl,e French .. 
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hour. But, in a remarkable military order to his reO'iment b , 

four years previously, he had :-;ai,l: " nil ill' a II/a n is able to do 
his duty, awl can stlll/d, and hold his arlllS, it is il/jilli/olls to rc
tirc;" and, with him, pn'e"pt and pl'adi~,' were e\'er identical. 
'Weak as he wa~, he could" :-;tand ;" and placing himself in the 
boat that ll',l the di\'i"iull, he was among the first to kap upon 
the spot his own e~'e had lli~l'nyere,l, as an'.i'dill,U; a n'a~ollable 

chance of successful inyasion. A:-;, llOWl'Yl' l' , he snl'Yl'}"etl the 
fearful mount, his heart, for a moment, llli~_u-aH' him; and, ad
dressing the offieert who had command of the admncedu'\lard, 
he said: .. I don't k'lil'n~ thel'l' i~ any }Ju~~il)ility of gl'ttillg' up, 
but you n1U:-;t do yUUi' ('JlIle~1YUl'." He had contcndeu with rains 
from the beginnillg' of the campaign, and he sl'kded the "put on 
which to form his line of l.a tt Ie, and on which he was thl'll to 
close his life, mid falling showers. 

-------------------------------------------
war, were either emploY",j in the mc(jical department in the Revolution, or became 
distinguishecj in pri"ate practise. Thus, Dr. Ammi R. Cuttl'r, who was born in 
North Yarmouth, ;\L,illc, who sen'ed in the Revolution as ]>1n-_,ici:l1t·~ell('ral of the 
eastern d"I"lrtlll('lIt, and who, for many yc:m; was president "f til<" :\('W 1l:t1llpshire 
Medical ~(wi,-t,·. was ,,"',,"()1l of the )lew Hampshire troops, in the expedition 
against Louio;bourgh, in I 7 5~. "He delighted to speak of General 'Yolfe, * * * 
whom he personally knew, and whuq· easy and cll,,-a,,-i1l~ nUlIlllerS and chivalrous 
character, rendered him no less the idoj of the arm.", than his subsequent services 
justly made him the favorite of his ('("'1ltr.'·_ Dr. Cutler used to say that the death 
of 'Yolfe was a fortunate event for the .\lllericans." 

Dr. Elihu Tudor, of CUlIlIedi'-nt, entered the medical staff of the British army, 
in I i55, and was With l;elIeral \\'ull,', in 1759, and died as late as IS~6. 

Dr. Samuel Stringer, of Alhany, ,dIO was appointed by the Proyineial Congress 
of X ew York, (lireetor-general of the hospitals iu the northern department; was un
der Ahercromhie, in 1758, when he advalllced against Ticonderog-a, and was present 
at the fall of Lord Howe. 

Dr. Philip Turner, of Xcw York, who died in 1815, was under Amherst, as 
assistant surgeon, in 1759, and in the Revolution, sur~eou-general of the eastern 
department. He was a very celebrated operator. "His handsome persoll and 
pleasino- address soon attracted the attention of English snr~eolls," in the French 
war, who treate(j him with much courtesy, and invited him to wituess many of their 
capital operations. .. _ . . 

Besides Hinde, two other surgeons of note m the BntlSh arIm', settled m Vlr
jrinia, namely: Dr. Andrew Robertson, who came over ,:-ith Br:l<ld(wk~ aud Dr. 
James Craik, who :"sistcd to dress the unfortunate Gelleral s wounds. l r:uk had 
high medical employment in the army of the ~evoluti.on, enjoyed the intimate 
friendship of Washington, and attended him in hiS last Sickness. . ~ __ . 

Dr. John Jones, a native of Xcw York, who was a volunteer surgeon mil JJ, m 
in the expedition to Lake George, had care of Baron Dieskau, the. French ~eneral, 
for a considerahle time after he was wounded, and the head of hiS profeSSIOn as a 
surgeon, suhserltll'llth'; was ~he friencl and physiciat;I of Fra~klin, [md his medical 
adviser in his tillnl illlIe_,,', and, at the time of the phll",,,]>I"'r: decCl~se, wr?te an 
account of the closing scene. Dr. Jones W;IS also f;1111il.-·I,h_,-_'I<·I:1n of Washmgton 
for a short period, when the seat of government was at 1'11lluddplIlCl. 

t Capt. Donald McDonald, of Frasier's Highlanders. 
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The boats were to drop away from the 811tltcrlwul for the 
shore, on the display of tm) lights on her main-topma,;t shrouds; 
and, the ciyilian ,\'ho Iw~it::ttl's to form an opinion ujll)n ~Yolfe's 
martial :lITall.Q'I'mellt", on an o(Tll,;illn of H) yast moment to 
him:'l'lt', til his (,01111tr)', and to the ,YorId; m:I.\' still H'nture to 
admire and commcnd the \\'isc1crm ,,,hich slTmilltdy proyidecl 
a,!!:aill~t c\'cry contill,!.!.'I'lIe,l'. Yet, thc ~tt'eam ,nl" I'apid, the land
ing-place ~lllall, and I'a~ilr mis~ell in the dark; tlw pathway ad
mitted Ilut two men aill'l'a,t," and wa,; ,!.!.'lwrdec1 at the tup. But 
the inya~il)n made, with ,;ixtcen h1l 11,[1"1 '11 troops he led in person; 
what tl\1'll'r A ~l',\', or a de~el'kr, breathing into :JIolltcalm's 
ear tliat his :\llt:l,!.!.'lIlli,( Iiall forn1l'lI a plan to flljl him, and to do 
hattIe j; II' Quebec undcr it;.; ,Yalb, would have brought the whole 
Frcn,.]1 army til the I'lJint 111' cle"'I'lIt; and, the inyadl'l':-; cut u[[', 

almost UI a mall, WitI'll again woulc1 England hn \"(' attempted 
thc l'xpul~ion of her Catholic foe from AmC'l'ica 'r ,\'hat, as we 
rC'[l,l)lI U]<IIII C:1\1'l' allil dE'd, ,dtat 0\11' annals for the r('mainc1er 
of the last century'( And, what, tl)lI, the fame of the man, 
with the mallY, Idll"'" fool-hardillcss, (for that would haye been 
th" wllrd,) proc1nC'('ll the cata,trophe 'r 

The Iktails of the fight, I do not jlrojJo~e to relate.t That it 
was 0111' Ill' tlie sl\llrtl~,t on record, is pl'uhable. The interyal 
bet\H'i'n the achance of the French in column, and their flight, 
does not appear in allY work to ,yhich I haw accc",,; and it lllay 
k.' well to supply tll<: (ldicielll',L Kllox illtroducl's an account 
that found its wa)' to him after tne Sl1l'l'cll(1er, as follows: "Our 
tl'OOpS ,!.!.:<lI'l) the first fil'(', the British the ,,(~cond, alill the affair 
was on'l'; our l'i,~·ltt tllilk til their hepl", our C('l1tl,'r ran after 
them, which dre,,- aloll!.!.· the left Will!.!.'; amI thus the hattIe was 
lu~t ill 11'"'' time than I am l'i'I:IHlIItill!.!.' it." In a,!.!.'l'l'('lIIl'llt with 
this, as relates to the hn'\'ity of the combat, is a statement in 
the Belknap Papers, by RoJJert ~reir, the owner and master of 
a tl':1I1"port, who told tbat hI' was ill the rinT, t\\"ll miles abon', 
and that .. he took out his watch when the firing lll',!.!.':tn, and held 

r*,Admirul :-;,lll11'lor.', in hi, dispatch of ~"I't, 21\ to Pitt, remarks: ""'hen Gen. 
", olf", and the h',OOPS mth 111m, had landed, ~he difficulty of gaining the top of the 
hIll IS ,,'arce credible. It ''','!' ,"cry steep III Its ascent, ailll high, ancl had no path 
where two could go abreast. 

t Knox's account is g-iYcn entire in the AppendIX, 
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it in his hand till it cea~cII, which was but ten minutes." The 
truth if', that \'~olt\' was alnlil~t :-;UI'(' of triumph a:-; ,111111 as he 

was joined h~" his s('collLl division, and had f(lrJll"ll his line on 
his own ground, and in his own wn,\". The 1!:'\'iIlU:-;, ILtIl~','rlJus 
p:lth-way he had ('~jliCll, and ,,"hich his army a:-;cl'lldl'll, had been 
examillL'll, ull~trul'tL'll, allil Pl'llllll\llll'l'd •. illlp:1,~al)k,," hy :\lllllt
calm; and, the le:1liL-r dc'cl'in'd and amazl'tl, it 1'01l1lwI'II that 
panic-strickcll common ~tlItli('I'~ would not ~tallLl before the man 
who, in their illla,~'illatillll, had ]lCrflll'lIlL'll a sort III' llliracle in 
order to encounter them, or, til use his 11\'"11 PX]lrc'~~in' tr'l'lll, "to 
get at them." Our admil'atioll of the ytl\\IIg' (:('llc1'al, ~huuld 
not be measured hy the 1'l'~u1t, hut II,\" tlll' I'ad that he jll'l'"i~tl',-1 

in the attl'm]lt to aC('lImpli~h alone, and when d,\'ill!,!'. :tImid, 
of di:-;ca~e allil of wounded ~I'll:-;illilitil':-;, what ,nls a:-:si.~'lll'd to 
him to do conjointly with another al'lt\~", and ,,"ith lilli' of the 
most powerful fleets that hacl t hell c\ .... 1' apl'l'a1'cd in the Ameri
can ~I_'a;o;. His lUPl'it, in a ""lIl'd, wa;o; faithfullll':-:s til Ilut,\". But, 
had he and his first diyision pl'1'ishf'll in the l'on' which bears his 
name, l\tlw lUallY would Carl' to honor him '[ The gTI'at world 
judges men by :mccc:"c;: the calm thinkers knoll' that SUCCI',S 
often depends on mere accident,· and defeat uponcircum~tallcl'S 
which the wisc:-;t cannot D'I'e'S!'I'. 

'*' Af'corrlinQ' to Smollett, accident determined ,u~re,s in tlli, \'CIT ca,e, The 
substance of ;, lone,:' note is: That two Fn'm'lt dl's,'rtc-r, who w('re ,'aiTil'd on ho:l!'tl 
ono of the ship' of ,,"[lr in the twili"'ht "I' the UIII, sta!e,1 that on that ni,c:ht :l1,,"t
calm C'xpC'!'tl'tl a ,..;npply of IIl'O\"j...;jll11-; in lJo:lt-; from ail()\"i..' (llll·l)('~· ; that thl"~l' dc'
serters, when tlt,'\' ""W "'oiL,', I,oat' fl"'ltinc: down tho river, 'lll'po'in" them, in 
the dark, to be tl;"", of the Fn'llt'lt, commence!l shouting-: that the ""I't:tin of the 
ship, ignorant of the design on foot, and beli"\'inl!' tIl<' d,·,,'r(l'J',', actually ordered 
canuon to be pointed at the British trool": that ""olt", "IH'nill,!'!' the ,'onllIlO: ion, 
w,'nt along,i!il' in l"'r,"", "and prevented the ,Ii".-]wrg", ,,'hi.-]l would haye alarnll',1 
the town, and entirely fru,tratel\ the attempt," 

Xor is this alL FrC'llt'h sentim':, were 1'",t(',1 on the shore to ,'l"lll"ll!,!'" the cmft 
that passed them on the river: and the Ica1lin", I,,,,,t that contaml'" "",,:1;,', tirst di" 
vision, \"[lS questioneda('\'onling-l~", J.'ortullatel,\", one of Fr:tzicr's e:!ptai"s undcrstoQ(\ 
the French langllag'c :md ('llstOIll' p('lfe"tl~", un" "ll',,','n,d in a manner not only to 
allay suspicion, 1,u[ to cause the centries, nne :1I'ler another, to ""'ie\'c that the hoats 
were the cxpel'1l',l one", with supplies for the French ~':!rri'oll, 'I'll<' officer, 
who:o;p kllowled,t!,"l' llnd rC':uly wit senT!l ~o l'tl~'dt1alIy to dl'('ei"l' tIll' qnl'stiollL'r:';, nt 
so critical a moment, \Lt', I ,'ul'l,o'e, (,;",t. :l1d)0Ilaltl, who is mentioned cbcwhere 
in thi.~ Alllll't.::..:~, as in ('oIllJII;\11d of' the ;\11\':111("(,41 gilaI'd. 

And Knox rclak" that" the morning' hcinc: dark, and tIle tide of ch" vcry rapid, 
we were imperecptiby carried a ltttle lo\\'er down, [than wa" intcnlled,] which proycd 
a fayomhle drl'Ulll,t:!l1"", for there was a "trun!,!' illlren..Jllll'·lIt t!tat co\'crcd the road, 
[where Wolfe designed to land,] lined by a dl'ta..Jllllellt of one hundred aud fifty 
men." 

:;;till again: "It was much more fortunate that the General had not deferred the 
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I haye once obserwil that 'Volfe entered the service when a 
lad of fourteen. His education was then impl'd;:d. After the 
war in Ckrmun:-, he was c;tatinned in Gla~l2:mY. Ashamed that 
he could take no part in COllYcr:-atiun with the literary men he 
met, he earIle~tly cntreated a prof('~:;;or of the uniyersty to give 
him directions for a proper course of :otudy. The consequences 
were, 11e\-uti(j1l tu Loob, amI a proficiency which could have 
been made only" liy a man of talents. That he was capable of 
composing the 'papers which bear his signature, cannot be ques
tioned. His priyatc lett('rs, and such of his public despatches, 
as, from, their nature he must han' written, are terse, sentin
tious, and diredly to the point. lIi~ military orders are models 
in the qualiti('s of !Ir('\-ity and dpul'lless, which are among the 
tests of ability.* I have att!'lllpted to penetrate the citadel of 
his mind, so to speak, and as I part with him forever, I linger 
long in the cabin of the 811th Prill Jld, where, on the twelfth, he 
wrote his final aflllrl'ss to his troops, which contains an outline 
of the !l1UYf'!llf'lltc; illtl'llflr'(1 on the morro,,"; and the very 
thought, as an incentive to good conduct, of X elson's memora
ble signal, forty-six y('ars alh'nnll'ds. ''"hat more comprehen
siye than these sixkl'n words: "A 1'is:;orollS blow strllck by the 
arlll!J at this jlli/cture, 11/(1.1/ ([('terminI' the fate of CUliada I"~ 
"~hat more inspiring than this: " The officers alld lIIeli will re
member 1C!ICI{ their roulltr!J e./jiats!" 

The accuunts of his last lllfllllf'llts differ. That when dis
abled, the tro()p~ he pC'l'sfmall.>" led were yery near the opposing 
French column, and were adYancing with charged bayonets, may 
be cOllsilkrel1 certain. That Ill' was in front of his line, and a 
special object for the fire of the ('neilly's marksmen, is probable. 
The ("~l'lltial disagreelllcilb relate tu the number of his wounds, 
and to his dying words. Monckton, in his letter to Pitt, barely 
says, that, .. exerting himself on the right of our line," he " re-

execution of his project to another (lay, for two French regiments, with a corps of 
8m-ages, ,~'ere actually under ?rders to march at 6 o'clock, on the morning of the 
1.3th, ,and Illtre~ch thcmseh-es Immedl:ltc!y along the heights; but happily, our troops 
were III possessIOn of the ground, before the enemy had any thought of stining." 

,* He wrote his n~me :' .TUIII: !T'o!fP," thong:h some of his l,nblishccl letters are 
wlthont the III. The J_!.' \\~l'll furtl,,:>l, but the tV resembles ," somewhat, so that 
hiS surn~m~ appears as If J u"I~-, the l'Ii!ht hand limb or part of the T~ running in
to tl~e left 8!C\e of the first o. B;'!\\', -en. IllS names he inserts a colon. His hand
wntillg IS what we call" round, ' and IS easil.'" read. 
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ceived a 1('oUlld pretty early, of which he died soon after." 
Others speak of two; one in the wrist,· and another in the 
body. Again, the wounded jlart~, Wel'L' the heaLl allll wrist; the 
groin and wri~t. :-'till as'aill, it is s(atl'l! that he was struck by 
three bullets, and that the fatal wound was in the brea~t. That 
he really was thrice hit; that he ~il(,lItl)· cum'l'aIed the first and 
second injuries; allll that he unwillingly allowed himself to be 
borne to the rear, after the mortal harm, call hardly be doubted. 
That, at his L'al'l\('~t n'(plL'~t. he was l'L'lllOY('tl from the place to 
which he was carriL'd, to a spot where he could lm,e a yiew of 
the field, is questionablc. 

Of what followed, there are several versions; and my purpose 
requires me to notice them all. First, then, it is related, that 
when his own eyes failed, lit' asked the fortune of thL' day of an 
officer who stood near; that he wa!' told that the French lines 
seemed to be broken; that so 011 the cry was heard: ., They 
run! they run!" that with trembling L'a,l2:t'l'll(,~S. he inquired: 
" Who run I" and on being an~\n'l't'l! that Montcalm was 
utterly routed, he ~aitl in a faint, but cUllljlu~L'tl tone: " Thank 
God! I die contented." 

Another ,niter :-tates, that under all the agonies of approach
ing dissolution, when informed that the French fled on all sides, 
his countenance expressed joy, and that the words: " Then I 
am satisfied!" were uttered in exultation. 

A third records that when the shout: "They run," met his 
ear, he was leaning on the shoulder of a lieutenant who kneeled 
to support him; and, that simply asking: .. InlO!" he ex
claimed: " Then I die happy!" :-'till a fourth relate~ that the 
officer was seated, a;ld that the exclamation was: "HT/wt! do 
tltecowards run already? Theil I die happy!" Yet again, 
that on receiving the last wound, he cried: "Support IIII'; let 
not my brave felloll's see me drop;" that \rater was brought to 
quench his thirst; that when aS~\ll'('tl the French were giyin,l!: 

* The ball shattered the llone, and "T"lfe bound ronnd his wri.<t a handkerchief, 
which tradition a(lrl.<, wa.. the ~ift of the lady to whom h .. was ell:.:a~ .. d, !radition 
has it, too, that a sash which is now in the poslicssion of a ~(,lIt 1('1tl:11l III :\1:1111 .. , 

who is well known to me, is the vcry one worn by vVolfe, when kilkll. The tirst 
incident hcre mentioned, may be true; the story of the ""It, however, rests on no 
evidence which, as far as I am informed, entitles it to belief, 
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way ewrywhere, his expiring sentiment was: "What! do 
they rim (llrew1.lj 1 iV01fl God be Jlmised, I die /WJl]llj." 

.itnc1, differillg' from all tl1e8e, is the account, that, informed 
of the tutal rout of his fix', he earnestly dl'nUlmkd, as if to as
certain l'{)~itiYl'lr: " TV 110 j1y ?" and when aS~l\l'ec1, he did but 
say: "I ({Iii satisjied." ~o, too, we are informed that he himoelf 
fil:st lli~c\'l'Jlet1 tl~e W<lYCl'illg and the breaking of the opposing 
lines; that, ad(lrec~illg the officer who sustained him, as he 
gaz(,(lon the 1)<1ttl(', he said: " Tellllle, sir, do the ellemy give 
11'(/l/ titerl' 1 tell me,j()( I ('(lI/llof sre,." that, after his sight be
came dimmer, and more confmed, and was about to be extin
gui"hed foreyer, and while he rrdined his head on the officer's 
arm, fainting, lm'cl,Y breathing, he was roused II)' the err: 
" They run :" and inquiring: .. TT71O?" the answer was: "The 
French ; th('~' are hea t, ~ir; the~' are flying hefore you ;" and his 
reIlly: ,. I ({III s{{ti,~fird, liIi! boys." 

1\gain, it is narrated that he lay upon the ground, and lifted 
his head to gaze' on the conflict from time to time, until his eye
sight failed, when, for some moments he was motionless, with no 
other si.',;Il~ of life than lway)" breathing or a stifled groan, that 
suddenly an officer who stood l'r exl'laimec1: "See how they 
run ;" that 'Yulk, eagcrly raising hilmdf on his elbow, cried: 
" Tr710 '(' that, answered: "The l'nelll~'; the',\' giye '''fir in all 
directions ;" he pam'cc1 a little, and thel1 said: "I shall die 
hapP!! .," and that, falling back, and turnill,!.!.' upon his side, as if 
by a sharp convulsion, he expired, And still again, is the ver
sion that, supported by a gTt'lla l lier and a particular friend, his 
sen-ant who had long attcn(lec1 him, anno1ll1Gfd the flight of the 
French; and that, when thus illformed, he harely opened his 
eye~, and in tremLling acccnt uttcl'(',l: " Then I die cOlltented," 

Knox, who was in the battle, a.!.!.Tec~ with neither. The points 
of his narratiyc are, that ". olfe was "carried off "'ounded to , 
the rear of the front line ;" that he r('(l1l('~t('tl "those who were 
about him to lay him down ;" that he wu" "asked if he would 
ha YC a ~nrg'eoll." "A s II rg'eoll 1" and added: "it is needless; 
it is all over with me." That then, one in attendance upon 
him cried: "They run; see how they run ;" that, hearing this, 
'VI' olfe, "like a person roused from siler])." questioned, with 
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great earnestness: " TT710 run ?" that he was told: ,. The ene
my, sir; egad, the~' ~ive way everywhere;" that therenpon, he 
rejoined: " Go, one of you, III!) lads, to Colonel Burton; tell 
him to marclt nrebb's regill/ellt with all speed dO/I'll to Charles' 
Ril'er, to cut off tlte retrcat of the fllgitil'cS froll/ the bridge;" 
that, on pronouncing this order, he turned on his side, and 
breathed out: "lYO/!' God be praiscd, I will die ill PC({I·C." 

Knox, it is to be remembered, wrote this after various rela
tions of the closing scene had appeared, and after many persons 
had claimed the honor of ministering to the departing Chiefs 
last necessities. ". e may adopt his text, therefore, without 
hesitation, since no one would have invented, at such a mo
ment, the command to pursue the fugitives with a particular 
corps; and ~illl'e, too, (intending to correct the errors of 
othe~s,) his statement was made on the authority of a lieuten
ant of the grenadiers who ayerred that he, a volunteer in his 
company, and a private soldier, bore the General from the line; 
and, that joined by an officer of artillery, the four, were the 
only persons that attended him until he expired. 

Sci many things are controverted by curious inquirers, that 
one is often reminded of the remark attributed to X apoleon : 
" History is but fable agreed upon;" and I have thought the 
time devoted to the examination of these various versions, well 
employed. Differ as they do in some particulars, they all agree 
in the important circumstance that the victory was won before 
Wolfe's fall; that, conscious and self-possessed till the latest in
stant, he himself, as a military officer, affirmed the result. Can 
it be doubted that, in his judgment, the capitulation of the city 
was to follow? To reduce that, and so to end the war, was the 
sole object of the battle. 

The field-marshal, Marquis de Montcalm,* was a man of em-

* We owe a tribute to this able officer and accomplished man. The death of 
Montcalm and of Wolfe, how alike; each in the performance of duty; but the emo
tions of each how different! The former departing in the distress of personal, 
natIOnal defeat; the latter in the consciousness of personal, national success. A 
deserter to the English lines, relates Knox, reported, weeks before the battle, that 
Montcalm was heard to tell the Governor-General: "You have sold your country, 
but, while I live, I will not deliver it up." Whether this be so or ~ot, his known 
declaration after he received his mortal wound was, when told hy hiS surgeon that 
he could survive only a few hours: "So much the better; I shall ?,ot, live ~o see ~he 
lurrender of Quebec." Later, to officers who asked for counsel: I II neither give 

8 
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inent genius in war, and was entirely competent to judge of the 
consequences of his own defeat, and of his antagonist's success; 

or<lns nor interfere any farther; I ha,-c mnch husiness that must be atll'n,jcd to, of 
greater moment than y'our ruined garrison and this wretched country; Ill~' time i~ wry 
short therefore pray leave me' I wish vou all comfort, and to he happtly extncall',l 
from' your pre'C'nt peI1Jkxities'." lIe till'n called for his chaplain, and the his hop of 
Canada who remained with him until he died. This is one version. Another is, 
that he 'said to the officers; "To )'our keeping, I commend the honor of France. 
As for me, I shall pa" the night witlt Uod, and prepare myself for death." 

Montcalm was born at Xismcs, in 171:!, and i, uninrsally spoken of as a man of 
eminent militarY talcnts anfj as of a rdinefj anc1 cnltivatcd mind. In an English 
work mlle,l "Political .Anecdotes," &c" it is said: "Assurances were made to :\11'. 
Grenville that Ameri.'a had entertained thoughts of independency so early as 1757 ; 
and to confirm these aosuran('es, some Ictters, writtcu, as was as:;eI1ed, by the Mar
quis de :\lontcalm, Governor of Canada, in the years 1757,1758, and 1759, stating 
these opll1ions, Were put into his hands, J\lr. Urt'l1ville gave full credit to these 
papers. After his death they were published. All the Americans repro hated them 
as forgeric's; they insisted that :'.Iolltralm neyer wrote them; that they were filbri
cated to tlel'ei,"e and proyoke the English government against America. This 
opinion preyailed with the public, and the letter:; were in general discredited." 

Two days after the (jelin'r!" of this Address, the Boston C'olll'ier puhlished an 
account of a ., Heligious Celei>ration at Quehec, on the death of Montcalm," with 
some remarks of the editor, which may well find a place in our commemoration of 
the .kath of his distinguished foe. The Courier: 

"Y cSll'rday, Septelllber 14th, was the centennial anniyersary of the death of 
Count Montcalm, commander of the French forces, wlto was mortally wounded on 
the 13th, and die(j the next day. Out of resl,e('t to the feelings of the French 
Canadians, the people of Canada, of British origin, did not celebrate the anniver
san" of 'Volfe':; yictory, But yesterday the anniversary of the death of Montcalm 
was comlU,'rnorated at' Quebec with religious Cl'remony in the Ursuline Convent, the 
place of his interment, and hy the inauguration of a new monument which has re
cently ]'cen erede.l to his memur,\", "Upon their return to :France from Canada, the 
offieers who had sen"cd under Montcalm took some steps towards haying a monu
nll'nt erected, and at their request, an elegant inscription in Latin was composed by 
the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles LettJ:es in 1761. The following is an im
proYed translation: 

"Here lies one, whose memory will liye forever in both hemispheres, Louis 
Joseph de Montcalm Gozon, Marquis de St. Veran, Baron de Ga],riac, Commander 
of the Order of St. Louis, Lieutenant General of the armies of France, distin
guished as a citizen and a soldier, ambitious of nothing but true glory and of a 
happy genius trained by study; he gained all his steps of military promotion 
through .s,;!ece"iYe. g!ories; skillful in all the arts of war, in taking ath-antage of 
opportumtlCs, and III fat'lllg dangers; an energetIc general in Italy in Bohemia in 
Gennany, always performing the labors comm-itted to him in "u~h a manner a~ to 
prove himself equal to ,greater. "'hen alrea~l,\" iIlu,strious by his daring deeds, lie was 
sent to defend the provlllce of Canada; he often, WIth small bands of soldiers defeated 
the force~ of the enemy, and to?k their forts, well suppl!ed "-,,th men and arms'; capable 
of endunng cold, want, wat~lllng, tOll; careful only tor hIS men, regardless for him
s<;lf, a strenuous foe, a merCIful c0Il:queror. He counterbalanced adyerse fortune by 
hlsb~ayery, th~ want ~f men by skIll and energ"y; and during a space"of four years 
sus tamed the ImJ.>endlllJS fate of the colon~ by hIS prudence and his vigor. At 
length, after, havlllg WIth consummate abIlity l~ng ke!?t at bay a numerous army 
under an actlYe and bold general, and a fleet proVIded WIth all the munitions of war 
being forced to an engagement, wounded in the foremost rank at the commencement 
of the confliet, ,relying on the efficacy of tha~ religion which he had always rev
erenccd, he expIred, to the great reg;et of hIS countrymen, and not without the 
s~mpathy of the enemy, o~ the 14t!1 o~ ~epte.mber, A. D. 1 i59, in the 48th year of 
hIS age. The mortal remallls of this distlllgUJshed commander his sorrowing coun
trymen deposited in ~ cavity of the ground formed by the bu;sting of a shell, and 
entrusted the same WIth confidence to the generous care of his enemies." 
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and his declaration, when informed that he could survive only 
a few hours: "So much the better; I shall not live to see the 
surrender of Quebec," completes the evidence that Wolfe is 
entitled to the honors paid to his memory, and disposes of the 
pretensions of George Townshend, at once and forever. 

The death of James Wolfe, as we recall the exertion, the toil, 
the self-sacrifice, and the mental anguish which preceded it, 
how grand, how sublime; not of a sol<!ier, merely, and on the 
bed where soldiers expect, nay, often, ask to die; but of 
a man whose intellect could measure the full consequences of 
failure to his country and to civilization, and who, conscious of 
his accountability, had performed his duty, his whole duty, un
der the most appalling combination of adverse events. His pre
parations to lay down mortality were finished. 

" Such has been the marked and unmerited notice taken of 
me by the leading military characters of the day," he had once 
written, " that I feel myself called upon to justify such notice, 
which, when occasion occurs, will probably be by such exertions 
and exposures of myself as will lead to my fall." 

In camp, while he pondered how to become master of Quebec, 
he expressed his willingness to lose a leg or an arm; to go back 
to the maiden of his love, maimed and mutilated; but, the 
final resolve taken for a decisive engagement with his favorite 
weapon, the bayonet, the conviction that he should not outlive 
the conflict, was distinct and controlling. On the last night of 
his life, as he moved in a barge from ship to ship, t~ inspect, to 
direct, and to cheer: he spoke of Gray, and his Elegy, and said 
he "would prefer being the author of that poem, to the glory 
of beating the French" on the morrow; and he recited: 

" The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

Await alike th' inevitable hour. 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave."'*' 

* This incident is related by several, and in various ways. One version is, that 
the General read from a book which was sent to him by the Poet himself, and that the 
Elegy was just then published; Jut a part of the story is certainly inaccurate, for it 
was dark, and the poem appeared several years previously. Mr. Bancroft adopts it 
as stated in the text, on the authority of Mr. Fisher, of Quebec. It is traced, how
ever, to Professor Robison, of Edinburgh, who, a midshipman in early life, was at 
the seige, and in the boat with Wolfe. Lord Mahon in hIS account says: "Not a 
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And later, on the same solemn night, after his orders for the 
assault were all given, and he was at liberty to commune with 
his own spirit, and to think of the loved ones in England: in 
a private interview with an officer of the navy, who had been 
his school-fellow, and to whom he was much attached, he dis
closed the presentiment of his own fate, but of the success of 
British arms; took from his bosom the miniature of his affi
anced bride, and entreated his friend, that "if the foreboding 
came to pass, he would himself return it to her on his arriyal 
in England."t 

When musing upon the doctrine of a future life, I am 
soothed ,vith the imagining that in it, the great benefactors of 
the race, who perish prematurely on the field, or who waste 
slowly away in neglect and sorrow, find a portion of their bliEs 
in witnessing the blessed results of their lahors and sufferings 
here; soothed with the thought of a time and a place, to 
solye the dark myEtery of the inequalities in human condi
tion; soothed with the fancy that the distinguished being to 

word was spoken, not a sonnd was heard beyond the rippling of the stream. ,Volfe 
alone, thus tradition has told us, repeated in a low voiee to the officers in his l>oat, 
those beautiful stanzas with which a Country Church-yard inspired the muse of 
Gray'." At the close of the recital, the General added: "Now, gentlemen, I would 
rather be the author of that poem t1,an take Quebec." 

t The officer referred to in the text was John Jen-is, who, subsequently the Earl 
of St. Vincent, was a nayal offif'er of the most Mstinguished merit. In the passage 
from England to America, Wolfe was a guest on board the ship in which he sernd, 
and the acquaintance of youth was renewed. Jeryis performed the painful duty of 
delivering ti,e picture. 

The lady to whom 'Volfe was to have been married, had he survived, was Catha
rine Lowther, the youngest sister of the Earl of Lonsdale, and daughter of Robert 
Lowther, Goyernor of Barbadoes. About six years after her loyer's death, she mar
ried Lord Harry Poulett, a post captain in the navy, and, subsequently the sixth 
and last Duke of Bolton, and Admiral of the 'Vhite. He was at the seige of Car
thage, where. Smollett "h.as con~igned his name to posterity in not very flattering 
terms. He IS the .Cartam 'Vh~ffie ~f Roden~ Rn~dom." The exploits of the 
Duke of Bolton, wIllIe m the sernce, dnI not entItle him to rank among the naval 
heroes of England. He died in I ;94, when the dukedom became extinct. The 
children of the duke nnd duchess, were two daughters; Amelia, of whom I have no 
information, and Catherine ;\Iargarctt Poulett, who man-ied the Earl of Darlington 
afterwards Duke of Cleyeland. The Duchessof Bolton died at Grosyenor ~(IUare: 
London, in 1809, and left the greater part of her fortnne, which was consideralJlc, to 
the Honorable Frederic Vane, her!!rnndson, and the second son of the first Duke of 
Cleveland. Thus she sun-intI "'"lfe half a century. Her aITe by one aC('ount 
was 75; by another, a year ~ounger. "Her Grace was in a ling~l{ng' state for som~ 
time, but, li'om her great flow of spirits, did not take to her bed till within a few 
days of her di<solution." The present Duke of Cleveland is a !!I'andson. SC\'cral 
otliel' of her gralld-l'hildren are connected by man-iage with noble families. The 
authorities for this note are, Life of Earl St. Vincent, Gleig Smollett the Annual 
Register, the Gentleman's Magazine, and Burke's Peerage. ' , 
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whose memory we give the hour, is smiling now upon the im
mense possession which he annexed to the British crown, for 
high purposes of dominion; and yet, in common industry, for 
mere fish, and furs, and trees; but which, in the wonderful de

.velopement of the unthought-of resources, already produces 
every real want of man, and i:; rich and populous enough for 
an empire! 

" And Hector's ashes in his country rest." 

His body was embalmed. Placed on board the line-of-battle 
ship Royal n-illiam, on the 18th of :-'eptember, it was com'eyed 
to Portsmouth. Transferred to Greenwich, it was privately 
placed in the family vault, on the ~Oth of Kovember. The 
day following, Pitt mm'ed in the House of Commons for an ad
dress to the king, to direct a monument in 'Yestminstcr Abbey.* 
"In a low an~l plaintive voice," wrote a listener, ., he 1'1'0-

nounced a kind of funeral oration," hut not happily; "the 
parallels which he drew from Greek and Roman story, did but 
flatten the pathetic of the topic." Of the occasion, \\' alp ole 
himself feelingly said: 

"The horror of the night, the precipice scaled by "-olf ... the empire 
he, with a handful of men, added to England, and the glorious catastro
phe of contentedly terminating life where his fame began; ancient 
story may be ransacked, and ostentatious philo:,ophy thrown into the 
account, before an episode can be found to rank ,,·itlt "'olfe·,." 

* The national monument is in 'Vestminster Abbey. Drawin~s were furnished 
by Adam, Chambers, Wilton, and others. Those of Wilton were adoptcd, and he 
executed the work, the first" public one of his emancipated hours." In his Life, it 
is said: "The monument is crowded with figures and emhlems, and like the inven
tions of the architects in everything saye the wild disorder which reigns oycr the 
wllole, 'Volfe, falling amidst the tumult of battle, lays his hand ~ently on the mor
tal wound, a grenadier supports him, a Highland sergeant looks sorrowfullyon, 
two bons watch at his feet, and over his head hovers an angel with a wreath of 
glory. * -" -" '*' Further, of one of the accompaniments, there 
is a representation, "in hass·relief, of the march of the British troops from the I;ver 
bank, to the summit of the heights of Abraham. It is full of truth, and ~ives a 
living imao-e of one of the mos-t danng exploits that any warriors eH'r pClformcd. 
Veterans, ~vho had fought on the memorable day, have been observed lingering for 
hours, following with the end of their staffs, the marr'h of tlll'lr comrades up the 
shaggy precipice, and discnssiTl" the mer!ts of the different leaderR." 

Gentlemen of Westerham. 'Volfe's native place, have erected a cenotaph there. A 
small column has been raised on the plains of Abraham to mark the vl'r!' ,put where 
he fdl. In the government gardens at Quebec, there is an obeli-k. sixty teet in 
heig'ht, with the inscription of WOLFE, on one si~e, and ;\IO~TCAL~I ?n the other. 
The first stone was laid by the Earl of Dalhousie, himself a gallant soldier. 
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To Burke we owe the preservation of the touching incident, 
that the people of the village in which the mother of Wolfe 
lived, unanimously agreed to admit no illumination or other 
expression of joy, near her dwelling, on the day set apart by 
royal proclamation throughout the kingdom, lest they should 
seem, by an ill-timed triumph, to insult her grief. James was her 
only child, and one of the most dutiful and affectionate of sons. 
His father died soon after his departure for the St. Lawrence; 
and thus, widowed and childless, she was the marked object of 
public pity, by great and particular affliction. 

Before his remains reached England, and on the 6th of N 0-

vember, she addressed Pitt, in these terms: 
"I make no doubt but you will be surprised to receive a letter from 

the most distressed and afflicted of mortals; but as you did my dear son 
the honor to entrust him with so great and importapt an affair as the 
taking of Quebec, which you, sir, planned and he executed, I hope to 
his Majesty's, your, and his country's satisfaction, though God knows to 
my irreparable loss; yet it occurs to me, that there may be some papers 
or orders of yours, relating to the government service, which will come 
to me. If you will honor me with your commands, I shall send them by 
a faithful and trusty gentleman who carries this, Lieutenant Scott, and 
no eye shall see them before your own. The present situation of my 
tortured mind will, I hope, plead my excuse for all mistakes." 

The :Minister replied at Hayes, on the 8th: 

"The attention which you are so good as to give," are his feeling 
words, "in the circumstances in which you write, to such papers as may 
come to your hands relative to the king's service, is worthy of the 
mother of such a son. Your affliction is too just to receive any degree 
of consolation from one who feels, ]\iadam, the cause of your sorrow too 
sincerely and sensibly, to be able to offer any topics of relief to you. 
May heaven, who assists the virtuous, grant you every possible com
fort, under a loss which nothing can repair to you or to England." 

On the 27th, she sent the papers. In the note that accompa
nied them, she said that she had had them a fortnight, but the 
sight of them had agitated her so much that she was incapable 
of writing; and she asked protection to the bearer, (the officer 
she had mentioned,) who, " in losing her son, had lost his only 
friend and interest." . 
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Three days afterwards, she communicated with Pitt again, on 
the subject of a pension. From this letter, it appears that her 
husband had settled the whole of his fortune on her, during 
her life; and that her son, ignorant of the fact, and presuming 
that a share was to come directly to him, had, in his own will, 
bequeathed more than a third part of it to his friends. Her de
sire to comply with her son's wishes, (without reference to her 
husband's intentions for herself,) were expressed with earnest
ness; and, meaning to be understood that if the royal aid was 
refused, she" could not do it without distressing herself to the 
highest degree;" hence, and for means to live as became the 
widow of one General Wolfe, and as the mother of another, her 
solicitations. 

She did not long survive. At her decease, in 17G-1-, the fam
ilies of officers who served with her son at Quebec, were found 
to be legatees in her will. 

The tribute of Cowper may well conclude our discourse: 

'*' '*' '*' H They have fallen, 

Each in his field of glory; one in arms, 

And one in council ; Wolfe upon the lap 

Of smiling Victory that moment won, 

And Chatham, heart-sick of his country's shame! 

They made us many soldiers. Chatham, still 

Consulting England's happiness at home, 

Secured it hy an unforgiving frown, 

If any wronged her. Wolfe, where'er he fought, 

Put so much of heart into his act, 

That his example had a magnet's force, 

And all were swift to follow, whom all loved. 

These suns are set. 0 h, rise some other such, 

Or all that we have left is empty talk 

Of old achievements, and despair of new." 

Brethren: With a single suggestion more, I relieve your pa
tience. In the legislative halls of Massachusetts, in the days of 
her colonial vassalage, and one hundred years ago, your fathers 
voted men and supplies for the extinction of French power 
on this continent; in the Capitol of her sovereignty, we COill-
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memorate the result. Her history, during the interval, who 
shall tell it, as it deserves to be, as, one day, it must be told, 
for man's best good? 

We commemorate, too, a principal Actor in the conflict; and 
we havc rapidly noticed the use he made of the means placed 
at his disposal, in war, and, incidentally, the use he made of 
life itself. And now, at parting, may I not ask whether we are 
to go away with no lesson for ourselyes; with nothing for our 
own daily life? Is there not something in the career of James 
,Yolfe, that wc can recollect with profit? He sacrificed self to 
duty. He "as simply one of us, and in this, we can, if we will, 
imitate him. And have we no " difficulties" to encounter, no 
" choice of difficulties" to make? Do the sky-colored imps 
ever possess us? and at times, are lce without one cheerful 
thought, one ray of hope? In youth, did poverty, or chance, 
or parental preference, doom us to irksome employments? 
Have we sorrows which are pent up in aching, almost in break
ing, hearts? We can master all. If we will but have it so, 
there's 

II Joy to be fouud in every state, 

Something still to do or bear." 

Ours, the lowly part to subdue self and destiny; and is the 
foe of our peace, or of our virtue, wary and skillful, and has he 
eluded us until we are in despair? At the precise moment 
when we feel to resist no longer, let the cross and the crown of 
James ,\'olfe occur to us, and save us from the long roll of the 
wretched and the wrecked. The narrow, "impassable" path
way which led him to victory on the plains of Abraham, is 
typical of that which leads to rest, to rest in Abraham's bosom! 



APPENDIX. 

EXTRACTS FROM WOLFE'S LETTERS TO HIS P AREXTS. 

FRO)l GLASGOW, IX 1749, TO HIS )IOTHER, IN REPLY TO HER Sl"GGES

TIOX RELATIVE TO ATTEXDING TO PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

"I have observed your in,trllctions w religiously, that, rather than 
want the Word, I got the reputation of a very good Presbyterian, by 
frequenting the kirk of Scotland, till our chaplain appeared." * * * 

IN THE S.UlE LETTER. 

"To-morrow, Lord George Sackville goes away, and I take upon me 
the difficult and troublesome office of a commander. You cannot COIl

ceive how hard a thing it is to keep the passions within bou llll " , ",hen 
authority and immaturity go together, to endeavor at a character that 
has every opposition from within, and that the very condition of the 
blood is a sufficient obstacle to. Fanc}" you see me, that must do jus
tice to both good and bad, reward and punish with an equal unbiased 
hand; one that i" to reconcile the severity of discipline to the dictates 
of humanity, a!'d that must study the temper and disl'0"ition of many 
men, in order to make their situation easy and agreeable to them, and 
should endeavor to oblige all, without partiality; and a man set up for 
everybody to ob,(,ITe and judge of; and, last of all, suppose me em
ployed in discouraging vice, and recommending the reverse, at the tur
bulent age of twenty-three, when it i, possible I may have as great a 
propensity that way as any of the men I converse with." 

FRo~r IVERNESS, NOVE)IBER 6, 1751, TO HIS )IOTHER. 

"This day I am five and twenty years of age. 
times when men fret at trifles, and quarrel with 

9 

* * * There are 
their tooth-picks. In 
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one of these evil habits I exclaim against the present condition, and 
think it the worst of all; but coolly and temperately, it is plainly the 
best. 1Vhere there is most employment and least vice, there one should 
wi,h to 1)('." * * * In the same, he declares that he has ,. a turn of 
mind that favors matrimony prodigiously; I love children, and think 
them necessary to people in their latter days." * * * Lord Bury 
(the colonel of the regiment.) professes fairly and means nothing; in 
this he resembles his father. He desires never to see the regiment, and 
wishes that no officer would ever leave it. This is selfish and unjust." 

FRO~I EXETER, FEB. 18, 1755, TO HIS FATHER. 

" By my mother's letter, I find that your bounty and liberality keep 
pace, as they usually do, with my necessities. I shall not abuse your 
kindness, nor receiYe it un thankfully ; and what use I make of it shall 
be for your honor and the king's service; an employment worthy the 
hand that gives it." 

FIW)I SOUTHA~1PTON, 28TH SEPT. 1755, TO HIS lIIOTHER. 

"]\'1y nature requires some extraordinary events to produce itself. I 
want that attention and those assiduous care . ..; that commonly go along 
with good nature and humanity. In the common occurrences of life, I 
own I am not seen to adYantage." 

FRO)I CANTERBURY, 8TH NOV., 1755, TO HIS lIIOTHER • 

.. I write by the Duke's (of Cumberland) order, to inquire after an 
officer's widow in Ireland, who, he was told, had a son fit to serve; and 
his royal higlnwss, who is forever doing noble and generous actions, 
wanted to provide for that child. The father was killed at Fonteroy. 
* * If I don't keep a good watch over myself I must be a little 
Yain, for the Duke has of late given me such particular marks of his 
esteem and confidence that I am ashamed not to deserve it better." 

MILITARY ORDERS DURING THE SEIGE OF QUEBEC. 

Gen. Wolfe landed his army on the Isle of Orleans, on the 
27th of June; the extracts that follow will serve to show his 
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style, the police of his camp, and the nature of his operations. 
The most important onl,'I'~ I'l'late to the final battle; and tltc,c, 
with the " ~ignals" for the embarkation of the troops in boats, 
Oil the night of ~l·l't. 12th, arc given in full. 

Jcm :!~), li:,!l. No centries are ever to be "laeec1 within point
blank musket shot of any wood, unle~" behind stunes or tree"" so as not 
to be seen. () '.' ,;:> '... ',' 

c-Vext to /'(tlolll", the best qualities in a lIIilitm'!! mall, are l'igilance and 
calltioll. 

And a soldier who is found with plunder in his tent, or returning to 
the army wth plllndl·r of any kind, not taken by ord('r, shall be sent 
directly to thl' 1'1'l)\'II.;t in irons, in order to be tried for hi,; lift:. 

JrXE 30, li.-'~), The Killg of (~reat Britain wage, no war with the 
industrious pea .;ant, the suered orders of religion, or tIll' defenceless 
women and children; to these, in their di,tressti.il eirl'lIl1l",t~uH'l''', his 
royal df'nwlIC'Y uft'·r,.; protection. The p"(),,le may remain unmolested 
on their lands, inhabit their hous(-;;, and enjoy their religion in security; 
for these inestimable blessing", I l'xpect tIl(' Canadians will take no part 
in the great contest between the twu (,l'Owns, 

.J rL Y .5. The object of the campaign is to complete the comllle"t of 
Canada, and to fini"h the war in AlIIc'ri,'a, Thl' artily under the COlll

mander-in-chief will enter the ('"Iony on the siell' of Montreal, while 
the fleet and army here attack the GO\"(-l'Ilo]'-General and hi" force,,;, 

The General means to carry the lJll"illC'ss through, with as little loss 
as possible, and with the highest regard to the IH'l'sermtion of the 
troops; to that end, he expect" that the men work cheerfully, and with
out the least unsoldierlike manner or complaint; and that tit,·", .. few, but 
necessary orders, be strictly obeyed. TIll' General pro!''''''l','; to fortify 
~is camp in such a manner, as to put it out of the power of the enemy 
to attempt anything by surprise, and that the troops may]'e,;t in security 
after their fatigues. f.l * '.,,- ',' ~:) 

The light infantry of the army are to have their bayonets, as the 
want of ammunition may sometimes be supplied with that weapon, and, 
because no man should leave his post, under pretense that all his cart
ridges are fired; in most attacks by night, it must be remembered, that 
bayonets are preferable to fire. ~~ l~ () Q 

No churches, houses, or buildings of any kind, are to burned or des-
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h'oyed without orders; the persons that remain l'n their habitations, their 
women and children, are to be treated with humanity,. if any violence is 
offered to a woman, the ojfender shall be punished with death. 

:::~ 

Wben the soldiers are fatigued with work, or wet upon duty, the 
General will order such refreshment as he knows will be of service to 
them, but is determined to allow no drunkenness, nor licentiousness, in 
the army. If any sutler has the presumption to uring rum on shore, in 
contempt of the General's regulations, Hlch sutler shall be sent to the 
Provost's in irons, and his goods confiscated. 

JUY 6. No women are to be allowed to suttle in camp without 
proper authority, on pain of being struck off the provision roll; all 
orders relating to the women are to be read to them by the sergeants of 
their respecti\'e companies, that they may not plead ignorance. 

,TCL Y 8. As the ships that were to cover the landing cannot fall 
down to their proper stations this day, the troops are not to embark, but 
are to hold themselves in readine:;~. 

JCLY la. Soldiers are not to be permitted to swim in the heat of 
the day, but only in the mornings and evenings. 

SEPT. 2. The tents of all the corps are to be struck this evening 
when dark, and carried down at eight o'clock to the boats on the beach, 
under Anstruther's regiment; there will be a boat assigned to each 
corps to carry them off; these boats must be unloaded at Point Lf'\i, 
before high water, that they may return with the ebb. A proper officer 
will attend. 

SEPT. 2. The troops are to march to-morrow morning, and embark 
for Point Levi; the signal for their moving will be the burning of a 
barn before brigadier Townshend's house; those detachment's which 
occupy houses, are, when they evacuate them, to leave a small party, 
who are to set them on fire, and then join the main body. 

AFTER ORDERS IN TilE EVENING. 

SEPT. 2. Bragg's regiment to march first, and will be directed by 
brigadier Townshend; Lascelles' next; then Anstruther's; and lastly, 
Otway's. These regiments are to take the road behind Anstruthel"s 
camp; the two howitzers are to be carried down by Lascelle~'; Col. 
Howe', light intlilltl'y will form the rear !ruard of the whole accordinO' 

~ , '" 
to the particular instructions given herein. "Vhen the troops are drawn 



69 

up on the beach, they are to leave an interval between Anstruther's 
and Lascelles' for the light infantry. 

SECOXD AFTER ORDERS. 

SEPT. 2. The regiments are to repair to their alarm-posts this night 
at twelye o'clock; they are to cOlll'c'al then1'<'ln'~ entirely after day
light, ~o a" to try to indul'" the ,'nl'IllY to attack them; they will observe 
this direction to the very moment in which the ,i,!!:l1al will be made. As 
Utway',; regiment have the ]arg' , redoubt, and till' ,C!:r<'nadier,,' redoubt in 
their alarm posts, they are to ,end a piquet to till' tc >rllll 'I', and the grena
diers to the latter, immediately after dark. Lascelles' regiment i" to send 
as soon as it i" dark, a ,ubalterIl allll tm'nty 1111'11 to take the lower bat
tery. This officer is to cunceal his people after day-light, and to join 
his regiment when he lll'reeiy,'-; they are on til<: march to the beach; 
no fires to be made by the men in their alarm-posts. 

SEPT. 4. The light infantry, twenty-eighth. thirty-fifth, fcJrty-,cY('nth, 
fifty-eight, and the gT"n:l,lier-; of L"lIi,h"urg, with those of :\IOlIl'ktOIl', 
regiment, are to march to-morrow at two in the afternoon; till'!" are to 
receive their orders from brigadier Mllrray; the parts of till''''' corps 
which are to remain, art' to encamp on the ground now occupicd by the 
Louisbourg grenadiers. The whole arc to ])1' drawn up two dl'l']" the 
Louisbourg grenadiers on the right. llrag,!,(~ on the ll'fi, and -;0 on by 
the seniority to the (,l'lIi1'r; the brigadier 1'1'0\,0""" marching fi'om the 
center; Colonel lImn.', own division of light infall t 1'." will form the 
,an-guard, and coyer the head of the column; that of major Dalling 
the rear-guard. 'I'll" files will be detached from each platoon in order 
to cover their own flanks; when the woods are out of nHl"kt'l-"hot, they 
are to keep near to the battalion; when tilC." are within musket shot, 
they are to march within the skirt,; of the woo,l,;. 

SEPT. 7. "-hen the coast has been examined, and the be;;! landing
place pitched upon, the troops will b,' or<\C'r<'d to disembark, perhaps 
this night's tide. The five following battallions are to hold themselves 
in readiness to go into the flat-bottomed boats, fifty in each boat, besides 
officers, viz: Amherst's, (>tway'" Kennedy's, Anstruther's, and Colonel 
Murray's corps of grenadiers. 

SEPT. 8. Seeing thftt the weather sets in bad, a signal will be made 
at one o'clock to lie fa:'t, in ea;;e it does not clear up. 

SEPT. 9. As the weather is so bad that no military operations can 
take place, and as the men are so excessively crowded in the transports, 
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and in the men of war, so as to endanger their health, it is ordered that 
the under-mentioned troop" be landed at the mill upon the south shore, 
and that tlw)' may be cantoned in the village and church of St. ~icho
la." in readiness to embark at the first signal. The signal to march and 
embark by day, will be two guns fired fast, and two slow, from the Suth
erland; the signal by night, will be three lights at the main-top-gallant 
ma,t-Iwatl of the sanw ship, and t\yO guns. 

From the Squirrel, Louisbourg Grenadiers, officers in proportion, 200 
From the A,l\'cnture tran:'port, Otway's, 250 
From tlte George transport, Anstruther's, 200 
From ditto, Highlanders, 100 
From the Ann alld Elizabeth, Bragg's, 160 
From ditto, Highlanders, 100 
From the Sutherland, American Grenadiers, 50 
From the Leostaff, Amherst's, 200 
From the 'Vard, Lascelles', 160 
From ditto, highlal1<kl's, 100 

1520 

Brigadier Monckton takes command of this corps, and Brigadier 
Murray for thi.' duty; the men to carry their blankets and kettles, with 
two days' provisions; they are to leaw their baggage on board their 
ships. The troops afloat report to report to Brigadier Townshend. 

SEPT. 11. The troops on shore, except the light infantry and Amer
icans, are to be upon the beaeh to-morrow morning,. at five o'clock, in 
readiness to embark; the light infantry and Americans will reimbark 
at, or about eight o'e]oek; the detachment of artillery to be put on 
board the armed sloop tllls day. The army to hold themselws in read
inc.", to land and attack the elwmy. As the Loestaff and Squirrel 
fi'igates are ordered to follow the flat-bottomed boats, the troops belong
ing to those ship,.; are to remain in them and the boats intended for these 
eorps are to take in the others. 

ORDER OF TROOPS I~ THE LIXE OF BOATS. 
Number of boats 

8. 1st. Light Infantry leads. 
6. 2d. Bragg's Regiment. 
4. 3d. Kennedy's R"giment. 
5. 4th. Lase-cUes' ditto. 
6. 5th. Anstruther's ditto. 

1. 6th. Detachment of Highlanders and American Grenadiers. 
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The troops must p-o into the boats about nine, to-morrow ni."ht, or 
when it is pretty near high wal<'r; but tilt' naval o/li(','r,.;, commanding 
the different lliyi,ion,; of hoar,;, will apprize them or the titt""r time; amI 
as there will be a neee,;"ity for remaining some part of the night in the 
boats, the offitTr~ willl,r(l\-ide aeeur,lin,~,d.r; alld tl .... -oldi.'r . ..; will lJaye a 
jill of rum cxtraunlillal',Y to mix with their wall'r ; arms and ammunition, 
two days' pruyi,;iun,;, with rum and wal<'r, aI'<' all that the soldiers are 
to take into their boats; their ~hil"" with their blallk .. [,.:, tent~, &c" will 
soon be brought up. 

First. For the flat-bottomed l,ua!..;, with the troops on board, to ren
dezvous abreast of the Sutherland, between her all,1 the south shore, 
keeping near her; Ull .. light in the Sutllt'r1:lI14!''' main-top ,hruutl,;, 

Secondly. 'When they are to drop away from the :-;lltlwrlan.l, "he will 
show two lights in the main-top Illa,t shrouds, one un'r the other. 

The men to be quite ,ih'llt, and when tlwy ar .. al14lllt to land, mll,;t 
not, upon any account, fire out of tlIP boa!,; ; tl\(' otii,'('r" uf the navy are 
nut to be interrupted in their part of tlw duty; tlw)' will nT"in' their 
orders from the officer appointed to ~Ilp.'rillt.'n.l the whule, to whom 
they are answerable. Otlie"r."; of artillery and dda,'hIll"lI!..; of grena
diers are put on board the armed sloops to n'glllat" tll4'ir fire, that, in 
the hurry, our troops may not be hurt by our own artillpry. Captain 
York and the o/li .. , '1''', will be particularly ('ard'nl to ,Ii"tingui"h the 
enemy, and to point their fire agai1l.';( them; the tHga((o, are not to fire 
until broad llay-light, so no mi . ..;tak .. can lw made; the. >lli .. ,'r . ..; command
ing floating lmtl<'ri,''', will re("'in' partindar orders from the General. 
The troops to be supplied to-morrow with I)]'oyi,;iun" to the 14th. The 
troops ordered for the tir . ..;t embarkation to !I .. ulltl .. r arms at th .. head

quarters to-morrow mornin~ at four o'clock. 

ON BOARD THE SUTIIERLAND. 

SEPT. 12. The enemy's force is now divided, great scarcity of pro
visions now in their camp, al]ll univer~al discontent alll()l1~ tIl<' Canacli
ans; the second officer in command is gone to J\Iuntl'l'a\ or St. .Johns, 
which gives reason to think that G"Ilt'ral Amherst i~ advancing into the 
colony; a vigorous blow struck by the army at thi, juncture may deter_ 
mine the fate of Canada. Our troops lwlmv are in l'e:l<line" to join U', 
all the light artillery and tools are embarked at the Point of Levi, and 
the troops will land where the French seem least to expect it. The 
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first body that gets on ~hore, i, to march directly to the enemy, and 
drive them from any little post they may occupy; the officers must be 
careful that the succeeding bodies do not, by any mistake, fire upon 
those who go on before them. The battalions must form on the upper 
ground, with expedition, and be ready to charge whatever presents it
self. When the artillery and troops are landed, a corps will be left to 
secure the landing-place, while the rest march on, and endeavor to 
bring the French and Canadians 10 a battle. The officers and men 
will remember wh'-tt their country expects from them, and what a de
termined body of soldiers, inured to war, is capable of doing, against 
five ,,,eak French battalions, mingled with a disorderly peasantry. The 
soldiers must be attentive, and obedient to their officers, and resolute 
in the execution of their duty." 

EXTRACTS FRO~I KXOX'S JOLR~AL OF TEE SIEGE OF 

QUEBEC. 

As stated in the Address, Knox was an officer under the com
mand of 'Volfe, and a chronicler of several of the campaigns of 
the French war. His Journal, in two volumes Quarto, was pub
lished in London, in 1769, and is cited by our most careful writers. 
The passages here quoted will give the reader some idea of the 
course of affairs from the landing of the army, until the arrange
ments were completed for the final and brilliant exploit, on the 
memorable THIRTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER. 

J FXE 27, 17.'i9. General Wolfe took an escort of light troops, 
accompanied by ;\Iajor M'Keller, our chief Engineer, to the west 
end of Orleans, in order to reconnoitre the situation of the enemy, 
the garrison, the bason, and the circumjacent country; he dis
covered the French army encamped on the north side of the river, 
their right extending close to Que1ec, and their left, towards the 
cataract of Montmorency; the ground which the French General 
has made choice of is high and strong by nature, with the village 
of Beauport in the centre of their camp, and that of the Charle
bourg in the rear of their right; to this post they are all employ
ed in adding every kind of work that art can invent, to render it 
impenetrable. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
In the afternoon we had a dreadful storm of wind and rain, 
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which lasted for some hours; the troops were very fortunate in 
finding great quantities of wheaten and pease straw that had 
been lately threshed, with some l'xcl'lIellt hay to lie upon. * * 

* * Great damage has been sustained in the fleet this after
noon by the btorm ; it fell mostly on the boats and small crafts; 
some transports were driven on shore, and others ran foul of each 
other: many of the flat-bottomed boats suffered much by this 
hurricane, and "e"eral of them are rendered unfit for further ser
vice; the weather is now more moderate tuwanls night. 

J l·XE 30. After the skirmish was over this morning be
tween our light troops and the enemy, the former, in the pursuit, 
appreheIJdiug that the peasants and colony troops might possibly 
return with a reinforcement, po,",>'l':">'l'tl themselves of a large farm
house, where they found a quantity of provisions and movables, 
with a fire in the kitchen chimney: from hence they intend to 
waylay the enemy, in case they should return; but hearing the 
yuicc,.; of people talking, they searched the house, withuut how
enr making any discovery; whereupon they re:'lOlved to set fire 
to it, and return to the church. After the flames began to spread 
with rapidity, they were alarmed with bitter shrieks and ('rit,;,; of 
wumen and children, who had foolishly concealed themselves 
alll()ug some lumber in a cellar. Our people very humanely exert
ed themselves for the relief of these miserable wretches, but their 
be~t endeavors were ineffectual; the house was burnt to the 
ground, and these unhappy people perished in the flames. Such 
alas I are the dirliful effects of war. 

Jr:LY 1. At three o'clock this afternoon we were alarmed by 
smart firing of musketry in the woods, and the troops stood to 
their arms; this was occasioned by a party of Indians coming 
down to annoy our camp, for whom Captain Goreham and his 
rangers laid in ambush, and scalped nine of them. Two twenty
four pounders and two twelves are mounted on our barbet battery. 
Major :-Icoit, with a large corps of rangers, have arrived this even
ing from Orleans, by whom we learn that thirty of the enemy have 
been killed and taken on that island, and that two grenadiers of the 
Louisbourg division were found scalped on the skirts of the woods. 
It is expected the enemy will attempt to surprise us this night; 
nevertheless we are landing heavy artillery and stores with great 
diligence. 

JULY 2. The 48th Regiment, with the grenadiers and light 
10 



troops of this brigade, under the command of Colonel Burton 
marched up the country, as an escort to General "'olfe, who went 
to reconnoitre the town from the heights to the southward of it; 
the light infantry, who preceded their march were fin·d upon by 
some straggling peasants, at a distance. The General made 
choice of a piece of ground, about one mile and a half from our 
camp, whereon to erect batteries against Quebec. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Some ships have arrived from Boston with large boats and pro-

visions for the army. I can perceive in the enemy's camp at least 
five colored coats for one French uniform, whence, it is manifest, 
their army consists chiefly of the militia of the country and other 
peasants. \Ve have now got three redoubts in our encampment; 
the brigadier's tent is in the centre of the largest, where there are 
four brass six poullders mounted. Our camp forms an half moon 
round the point, and has now assumed a respectable appearance; 
we are ordered to entrench the eastern flank of it, which is in the 
rear of the 4:3d regiment. * * * * * * 

The officers were all served this day with fresh provisions for 
the first time. The weather is g'loomy and cold, and inclined to 
rain. 

JULY 3. \lorking parties went out this morning to make 
fascines ; they were obliged to quit about eight o'cluck l,y a yio

lent storm of rain which continued without intermission until 
night. 

JULY 4. At noon we had a dreadful thunder storm, succeeded 
by VIOlent rain and hail, which lasted near six hours; the light-
ning exceeded anything I ever saw. * * * * 

The enemy appear to be indefatiguable at their entrenchments, 
particularly at the left of their camp, above the Point de Hest j* 

whence I cOlljecture that part to be the most accessible, and am 
confirmed in this opinion by an observation, viz., when the tide is 
about half ebb there are banks and shoals that run out at a great 
length into the bason along the front of their camp, from the 
center upwards, which are then visible j but there do not appear 
any obstructions immediately off the Point. 

JULY 5. The forty-eighth regiment, and all the grenadiers, 
rangers, and light infantry, w,th workillg parties from the other 
corps, marched up to the place where our batte) ies are to be 

"'Boats usually took in ballast from thence, therefore called Point de Rest. 



erected, and broke ground; tllo forty-eighth are intrenching them
soIn'~ on a convenient spot, at half tIll' distance. ill ()rler to pre

serve the communication 1>etwl'(,11 our camp and the batteries. 
The rangers took P' ,~t on all the adjoining hills, which commanded 
the road to the batteries, and the circumjacent country, for a great 
extl'nt, dividing themselves into small parties with breast-works 
about them of stone, timber, &c., the workmen and grenadiers re
turned to camp in the eveuing. 

JULY 6. The forth-eighth regiment han' secured themselves at 
their new post, within an excellent redoubt; and working parties 
are diligently employed in erecting batteries against the t()wn ; the 
eminence, made choice of for this PIll'\'UiW, projects into the 
river, from sixteen to eighteen hLndred yards distance, which, with 
Cape Diamond, form the straits* of Quebec. Mortars, guns, 
shells, shot, aud all manner of artillery stores, are landing at 
every tide. <;:' Q (.) " <;, --.' 

A brisk cannonading, at six ,o'clock this evening between our 
frigates and the enemy's floating batteries; this continued for an 
hour and a-half, but no damage was done on either side. 

JULY 7. ,,-e have now got a park of artillery and stores ad
joining to our camp, and the detachments of that corps are all "n
camped here; the heaviest guns on :-;IIIjf(' are thirty-two pounders, 
and the largest mortars are thirteen inches. 

JULY 8. At twelve o'clock, a smart cannonading between our 
frigates and the enemy's floatillg batteries. under the left of their 
encampment; our bomb-ketches fired sC'H'raI shells. at the same 
time, into our camp, some of wI.ich, llY bursting in the air over th(;ir 
heads, threw them into confusion, and make them run different 
ways for shelter. f.) (,) ,~ '" -... - <:> 

At two o'clock, the garrison (as if by way of reprisal) 
vigorously bombarded Burton's Redoubt, and connonaded our 
workmen at the batteries very briskly, but without any :-;IlCl'C'ss; 
General \\T olfe was there at the ;;ante time, and showed groat at
tention to the preservation of the men, hy ()rd,'rillg' tllCm to lie 
down, or get under cover, as soon as a flash was first perceived* ; 
the enemy cmtinued their fire until late in the eYelling. 

D D O. <:> D D <:> 0 
----------=---:--------:-------

.. We are infurmed by French writers, that in the uld III,li:lIl '~ .. ".l!!:OITlfjnin 
language Kebids or Qui:/,eis implies a strait, whence the c:t/Jlt;d ,k .. " l''; Its name . 

.. It is e",,, to flistinguish betwren the fl:l~h of n I,,"rlal', finfl th:lI of n g'ulI; die 
furmer beln;" much larger than the otiter: on Ili'l'a:--iuli of l'ithl'l', the W",1l d ~l~IJ:lls 
are shell or ~hot, and are generally ![i\ en by the engiLeer un that 8l'nice, vI' by a 
sentinel appointe(l t<1 watcli the eneIllY's Latterie8. 



The works are now completrd on the west of Orleans; store 
hOl1C'e~ arc erected, and jJ(If']litals for the use of the fleet and 
army·j that post is rendered n'ry defensible. 

Two thirteen-inch mortars and some cannons were drawn up 
this day to Burton's Redoubt; it blew fresh towards night, with 
a dropping rain; the marines have hitherto lain on board their 
ships; the first detachment of their corps landed this evening on 
Point Lcvi. 

Jny 9. In order to facilibte the landing of the forces, 
under General \Y olfe on the north side of the river, to the ea:-;t
waru of the water-fall, our brigade struck their camp between OIle 
and two o'clock this morning, with the greatest quietness, march
ed a little way up the country, and concealed ourselves in the 
woods; a few detachments only rrmained in the houses and re
doubts, and the working-parties being out of view of the enemy, 
were not called in. 

Between six and seven of our frigates and bomb· ketches began 
to play upon the encIl1Y\; camp, which obliged them to strike 
their tents, and retire more to the rear; that ground is not only 
out of reach of our ship's guns, but, by its elevated situation, 
bids defiance to any annoyance from the river. 

Captain Starks, of the rangers, sent his Lieutenant, and twenty 
men, on a scout to the south,,-ard, yesterday; they returned to 
day, and brought in two prisoners; one of them was a lad of 
fifteen years of age, the other a man of forty, who was very 
sullen, and would not answer any questions; this officer also t00k 
two male children, and as he and his party were returning, they 
saw themselves closely pursued by a much superior body, some 
of whom were Indians; he wi -hed to be freed from the children, 
as, by their innocent cries and screeches, they directed the pur
suers where to follow. The Lieutenant made many signs to them 
tn go away and leave him, but they, not understanding him, still 
redoubled their lamentations; and finding himself hard pressed, 
he guye orders that the infants should be taken aside and killed; 
which was done, though the officer declared to me that it was 
with the greatest reluctance that can be conceived. 

About one o'clock in the afternoon, the troops under General 
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'Yolfe landed on the north side of the river to the eastward of the 
cataract, and encamped without ul'l,w;itiull. They had six: brass 
six-pounders with them and some howitzers. The rangers were 
soon after detached into the woods to cover some faseine-makers, 
and being fired upon by a body of Ind:ans, a smart skirmish en
sued; but the rangers were reinforced by the piquets and two 
field pieces, which raked the rascals, and JI't)\'C them back to their 
own camp ;-thl'rc were many killed and wounded on both sides, 
which fell mostly on Captain Danks and his company of ra::tgers. 

JULY 10. Our batteries are in great forwardness; the two 
first are to mount six guns and five mortars, and will, in a few 
days, be in readiness to open. 

~ .. ' 
Before we reached our camp, we had a violent thunder-storm 

attended with hail and rain, which laid our incampment under 
water :-the hail stones were uncommonly large. 

JULY 11. The enemy, apprehending that we would en-
deavor to make up last night in wl)rk, what we were prevented 
doing yesterday by the sturm, expended a great quantity of shot 
and shells at our batteries, but with no bettel' success than in the 
morning. (,l (,) (,l '.' '.' ...• 

Our carpenters are employed here in making several floating 
stages, in order, as it is pretended, to ferry over this brigade to 
attack the enemy at Beauport. whilst General Wolfe, with the 
other two brigades, are to cross the river of Mvntmorency, and 
fall upon the rear; in this case it is added, that the marines are 
to defend our redoubts and batteries here, and detachmclltti will 
remain in the north camp, to maintain that post. Such schemes 
and reports, huwcyer, seem only calculated to amuse the enemy, 
and confirm him in a belief, that nothing will be attempted this 
campaign by our army, except in that quarter; 111. Montcalm has 
a distinct view of these stages from his camp, and the uses they 
are said to be intended for, may possibly be conveyed to him by 
prisoner.; or deserters. Our works in this camp are almost com-

,.. When the enemy saw our ~rmy thus subdivide I and uCCllpyillc; three oli,tilld 
camps, the chief gentlemen,of the country made apphca~lUn (u ,\IOIl'leur \ au
dreuil, to detach a strong budy of ('a 11:1< lIall". under e~[Jel'lt'l,ee' I. "thc·n,. ?ver tile 
river, and rout our troops from Point Levi; ),lIt the (oU\'e\'llur-t,em·",.t, tr~m the 
contemptible opiniun he had of their prowess, refused, tcllm!:, them It was IllS and 
their duty to act on the det'm~ive. 

;\lonsieur Montcalm (s"y the officers of the regulars) was strongly I'I'C]l()s,c'se,1 
with the same sentlIllents uf his Canadian forces. 
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pleted, our redoubts are very strong, having a ditch, with a stout 
p,Gket-work in the Gl'lltr(', aud an .\.bbati" de Bois all round them. 

On the inside ()f the church, or General Hospital. is also an ex
~ellent palisade-work, with loop-holes for musketry j and the west 
end of it j" covered by a half~moon, where an officer's guard 
mounts every day. 

JULY 1:2. Two picces of cannon, with ammunition of all kinds, 
and a 'll\antity of shells wcre sent up to the batteries. 

General \\r olfe has put his camp in an excellent pOflture of de
fence; some batteries are erect('d agaim:t the enemy's left flank, 
and otltl'rs are nlarkcd uut, beiug proposed to be thrown up, if 
ucca"iun should require; boats are constantly employed in carry
ing artillery, ammunition, and provisions to that side. 

At nine o'clock this night a rocket was thrown up as a signal 
for our batteries and bomb-ketcllcs to play upon the town jour 
first and second shells fell rather short, which afforded great sport 
to the enemy, who put forth Illany triumphant shouts on the oc
casion ; however, we immediately got to the proper distance and 
changed their mirth. A fierce bombardment and cannonading was 
continued the whole night on both sides, of which, I had a full 
"iew from the Rock-guard, where I was upon duty. At midnight 
came on a hea,-y rain, that lasted until it was clear day-lig·ht. 

JeLl' 13. Our batteries and the town arc still warmly engaged j 
our bomb-ships ceased firing late in the night, but renewed it this 
morning, and performed exceeiingly well. At eleven o'clock, all 
was quiet on both sides. Between twelyc and one there was a 
smart cannonading from the left of General \\"olfe's camp, across 
the fall at a battery the enemy were erecting to enfilad3 their 
ground. ..... ' .. , ',' ,:, 

Jay 13. The summers in this country am very hot, and 
l!lUbject to violent rains; we have had a great fall this day. 

JULY 14. General\\-olfe has been these two nights past at our 
batteries, with the grenadiers, light infantry of this brigade, and 
some companies of marines, being in expectation of a visit from 
the enemy, who by accounts brought by deserters have crossed 
the ri,er for that purpose, "'ith lIear two thousand men, and were 
this day seen to return j thc Gencral was gTeatly disappointed at 
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their not put1ing their menaces in execution, being well prepared 
to receive them. c, ',,' '.' "'. . (:) 

A fleet of transports are arrived from New York and Boston 
with stores and provisions of all kinds; three hundred provincials 
are also arrived to recruit the ranging companies and corps of 
artificers. f,)::~ <) 0 0 • (; ,;) 

At ten o'clock this morning there was a brisk cannonading be
tween a small battery, on the side of the hill in the north camp 
and the enemy's floats, in which some of our ships bore a-part. 

o v D 0 0 0 

Some detachments of marines were landed to-day, as were like
wise our ship·mortars; these are to be employed at a Hew battery 
we are now erecting, on the right of the others. Our artillery are 
well served, and with seeming success, the lower town being al
ready considerably damaged; the enemy are wasting the ir 
ammunition to little purpose. 

JULY 15. "'e are throwing up a traverse on the upper road be
hind the great water-mill, whence there is a parapet work extend
ed on the top of the rocky hill commanding the Point, as far as 
the Parsonage-house to the south-west of the church; th\' face of 
this hill is also cleared of all trees and under-wood j so that the 
defences of our camp are now almost completed. There was a 
warm cannonading late last night across the fall, which was brisk
ly renewed this morning on both sides. 

JULY 16. Ninety-six shells and seven carcasses have been 
thrown into the town the last twenty-four hours. The bearer of 
the last flag of truce from the enemy told General W ulfe :-" \\' e 
do not doubt but you will demolish the town; but we are deter
mined yeur army shall never get footing within its walls!" to 
which, the General replied :_" I will be master of Quebec, if I 
stay here until the latter end of ~ ovember next." At eleven 
o'clock a fire broke out in a large building* in the upper town, 
and burned with great fury, by the wind's blowing fresh at north
west; the enemy seemed thereby much incensed, and cannonaded 
our batteries very vigorously for the space of two hours; our 
batteries on the north.camp played briskly into the enemy's camp 
at the same time, without any return. 

'" The gre!lt Cathredal Church of Quebec, 'Yith all its paintings,. images, and 
ornaments, were entirely destroyed by thiS conflagratIOn, occaSIOned ty our 
shells, &c. 
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JULY 17. The savages are very troublesome in the neighbor
hood of the north camp, which obliges the troops to be very 
alert. The General frequently sends out Jar"ge detachments to 
scour the environs of his camp, and to endeavor to draw part of 
the French army out of their trenches, by often countermarching 
in the skirts of the woods in their view, as if intending to cross 
the river of Montmorency and attack them. 

Two of their floating stages were sent over to-day to Orleans 
for trial; they will each contain near three hundred men, and are 
supported on the water by a parcel of iron-bound pipes, or casks, 
fastened together with small cables; they are exactly square, 
with a hand-rail tu three faces, and the fourth face is covered by a 
kiud of mantiet, or wooden fl'nce, musket-proof, which, upon the 
floats being towed towards the shore, lets down, and forms a 
stage for the troops to disembark on. "', D '"" ", 

::Slack firing between the town and our batteries to-day; another 
mortar and some cannon were brought up there this afternoon, 
"Weather showery though warm. 

JGLY 18. ~lJIany new projects are talked of; but, I believe, from 
no other motive than 10 amuse the enemy, in order that false intelli
gence may be circulated throughout their camps should any of our 
soldiers desert, a practice common in all armies. 

The garrison has not fired at our batteries since three o'clock 
in the afternoon, yesterday; they began this day at noon, and 
continued cannonading and bombarding incessantly until sun-set, 
without any loss or accident whatever. General \\' olfe was there 
for some time; no man can disp'ay greater activity than he does 
between the different camps of his army. 

:'" 

Between ten and eleven o'clock this night, sailed with a fair 
wind, and with tide of flood, the Sutherland, Captain Rouse, with 
the squirrel, three cats, and two tradiJg sloops with provisions, 
and passed the town; the Diana frigate was to have acc0mpanied 
them, but she ran aground under the Little ltock-Guard, and stuck 
so fast that she could not be got off. The enemy did not fire 
ahuve twenty-eight guns all last night, which makes us conjecture 
that the sailing of thes~ ships into the upper river was a great 
surprise to them. General \\"olfe, who was then at our batteries, 
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gave the town a most incessant fire while this small fleet were 
passing. 

JULY 19th. The enemy erected a gibbet on the grand battery 
above the lower town, and hanged two serttinels, we suppose for 
not being more alert on their posts, and neglecting to apprise them 
of the first appearance of our ships advancing to pass the garrison 
into the upper river. f.) f.i '", ~:) () 

There was a smart cannonading this afternoon, between a bat
tery on the side of the hill in the north camp, the battery on the 
Point of Orleans, and some of the enemy's floats. 

Our new batteries are in great forwardness and will soon be 
ready to open. The command at Orleans have been reinforced by 
some of the provincials, who lately arrived from New England. 

o 0 a a 0 _ _ _ 

JULY 20th. Orders are given out to the troops on this side to 
be ready to march this evening. 

The conjectures on this head are various; some are of opinion, 
we have intended to storm the town to-night; others, that we 
are intending to cut off the corps of seventeen hundred men, which 
the enemy are said to have detached to our side of the river; 
while others look upon these sudden orders and reports as the 
effects of policy. (~ '::) 0 '.. ~:) ',,' 

Slack firing at our batteries to-day, the enemy silent. 

JULY 21. Our batteries played briskly on the town last night. 
This morning the General engaged the enemy very warmly for 
some hours, with his cannon and howitzers across the fall. The 
weather exceedingly wet and uncomfortable. 

o 

General Wolfe was at our batteries to-day, and while he con
tinued there the town fired nearly fifty shot, (after being long 
quiet) with their usual ill success. The General took an escort 
from thence to Gorham's Post, where he had a barge to attend 
him, and proceeded immediately into the upper river to recon
noitre, after which he went on board the Sutherland. 

n' .. ,', .,' 

The enemy having erected a battery at Sillery, opposite to the 
river Ethemin, where they have mounted a mortar and two pieces 
of cannon, the squadron under Captain Rouse has been thereby 

11 



82 

obliged to move higher up in the river. The mast of the General's 
barge was carried away by a shot from that battery while his Ex
cellency was abreast of it. 

Jl'LY 22. Our batteries eastward of the fall, kept a warm fire 
last night for several hours, on the enemy's camp . 

. "~ 

The weather cleared up this evening after a very rainy forenoon· 
At nightfall, our new batteries were opened against the town, 
which produced a furious cannonading on both sides, with some 
shells and carcasses from us. 

J eLY 23. Between ten and eleven o'clock last night, part of 
the lower town took fire and burnt with great rapidity until nine 
this morning. 

JULY 21. V{ e have maintained an almost incessant fire of shot 
and shell against the town these last fourteen hours, which set 
part of it in flames." -,,' --' '.' 

Our weather is extremely wet and uncomfortable. 

JULY 25. -We played so warmly on the town last night that a 
fire broke out in two different parts of it at eleven o'clock, which 
burnt with great rapidity until near three this morning; the enemy 
remained perfectly quiet during that time, and still continue so. 
,,-e are erecting a new six-gun battery to the right of the others, 
to keep the lower town in ruin, which appears to be almost de-
stroyed. -,,' .... ,;) 

This day two hundred marines were detached to the north camp 
to do duty with the troops there. 

JULY 26. ,\Ye threw one hundred and fifty shells and carcasses 
into the town these last eighteen hours, besides discharging a 
great uumber of shot,," '" 

The enemy are erecting some works on the left of their camp; 
but our batteries eastward of the fall played so briskly on them 
to-day, that they were obliged to desist. General Wolfe was at 
the same time reconnoitering to the northward of his camp, and 
his escort was attacked, whereupon a smart skirmish ensued, in 
which we had about fifty killed and wounded, and, by the numbers 
of the enemy carried off, (who were mostly Indians,) it IS conjec
tured their loss may be almost doubled. 
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Our batteries have fired almost incessantly this day on the 
town, which the enemy briskly returned for some hours. 

o _ 0 M D _ 0 0 

JULY 27. Colonel Fraser's detachment returned this morning, 
and presented us with more scenes of distress, and the dismal 
consequences of war, by a great number of wretched families, 
whom they brought in prisoners, with some of their effects, and 
near three hundred black cattle, sheep, hogs, and horses. 

::::: ~:) .... ~.~ " ," ..... tJ: ::::: 

We have bombarded the town very briskly these last twenty-four 
hours. 

JULY 28. We opened a new six-gun battery last night, which, 
with the others to the left of it, kept a most tremendous fire on 
the town, and is still continued. 

JULY 29. Our batteries fire almost incessantly on the town 
both day and night; the wind is still favorable for ships to pass 
into the upper riYer, though little of it. An expedition of great 
consequence is talked of, for which the chosen detachments from 
the several regiments are said to be reserved. 

JULY 30. Very hot work at our batteries to day, and at 
about two o'clock, the enemy gave them a round from every gun 
they could bring to bear upon them, after being silent for a long 
time before j we bombarded the town last night from sunset until 
sunrise this morning. 

JULY 31. Our batteries on the eminence to the eastward brisk
ly enfiladed the enemy's works at the left extremely of their 
camp, and also their detached battery and redoubt on the beach 
below. '" D -",- -", n 0 .~ 

A heavy connonading from every quarter. 

The General, seeing the situation of affairs, night drawing on 
a-pace and the ammunition of the army damaged with the dread
fulest thunder storm and fall of rain that can be conceived, sent 
to stop Brigadier Townshend. The enemy did not attempt to 
pursue j their ammunition must undoubtedly have shared the same 
fate with our own, for"the violence of the storm exceeded any dis
cription I can attempt to give of it. 

,~ Q ',' w ~ 

The storm of uncommon heavy rain, that not only damaged our 



84 

powder, but rendered the precIpIces to the enemy's work so 
slippery, as to become impossible for men to ascend them. 

AUG. 2. \Ye bombarded the town with great spirit last 
ni~ht. 

AUG. 3. Part of the town was in flames early this morning, 
but was soon extinguished; we continue to bombard and cannon
ade it vigorously, though we have seldom any return from the 
enemy. 

ArG. 4. Our fire against the town has been very heavy these 
last t"renty-four hours. .,,~ ':::= -"I 

At night General \Volfe amused the enemy by making a feint 
to cross the ford by the fall, "'hereupon they beat to arms, and 
lined their entrenchments; which as soon as he perceived, he 
gave them a formidable fire from all his cannon and howitzers on 
tbe hill. 

AUG. 6. Smart firing on the town this night, which is faintly 
returned. 

AUG. 7. At times butcher's meat is scarce, but that is supplied 
by young horse-flesh; a loin of a colt eats well roasted, and there 
are many other parts of the carcase, which if disguised in the 
same manner that one meets with other victuals at table, may 
deceive the nicest palate. 

ArG. 8. Two of our twenty-four pounders are disabled at the 
batteries, whellce we still maintain a brisk fire against the town, 
which appears to be in a most ruinous condition. In the even
ing, Mr. \Volfe cannonaded and bombarded the left of the enemy's 
camp for above an hour. 

AVG. 9. About one o'clock this morning, a fire broke out in 
the lower town, .and, by the winds freshening, the flames spread 
with great rapidity, and continued burning until ten, by which 
the greater part of that quarter was destroyed; it communicated 
to one of their batteries, blew up a small magazine or powder
chest, burned their platforms and carriages, and discharged some 
of their guns. Another fire was perceived to burst forth in the 
upper town, which was extinguit3hed in less than un hour. Our 
artillery officers observe that they can now reach the north 
suburbs, where the Intendant's superb palace is situated; and this 
quarter they hope they shall soon put on the same romantic foot
ing with the rest. 
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AUG. 9. When the lower town was in flames early this 
morning, Mr. Wolfe ordered the piquets and grenadiers to march 
down to the beach, and make a feint to cross the ford leading to 
the Point de Left; which the enemy perceiving, beat instantly to 
arms and lined their works; whereupon the General gave them a 
spirited discharge from all his cannon and howitzers and did great 
exe-::ution among them. 

AUG. 10. General Wolfe, with Colonel Carleton, &c., are gone 
a few miles down the river, escorted by two companies of 

. grenadiers, on a reconnoitering party. A brisk discharging of 
small arms was heard to-day, for near two hours. above the town, 
which resembled platoon firing. Smart cannonading and bom
barding between the town and our batteries. 

AUG. 11. Our batteries fire briskly on the town to-day without 
any return. 

This night at nine o'clock the Leostaff, Hunter, and some trans
ports worked upwards and attempted to pass the town, but the 
tide of flood being almost at the height, and the wind failing them, 
they were obliged to put back; while they were within reach the 
enemy bombarded and cannonaded them vigorously, which was 
most spiritedly returned by our batteries. 

12. This morning, at day break, our weather changed to un
common heavy rain, which continued several hours without inter
mission. 

13th. The General bombarded the enemy's camp warmly this 
morning, by which one of their houses took fire, and while they 
were endeavoring to extinguish it, he gave them a vigorous dis
charge from aU his artillery, and maintained it above an hour. 

' .. ~ r.~ (~ 0- :::~.. =:) (.) 

Upwards of a thousand cannon shot, and twenty thirteen inch 
shells, which came from the enemy at different times, h~ve been 
collected in the p;ecil1cts of our batteries and were sent on board 
an ordnance ship to be transmitted, as it is said. to Louisbourg ; 
the soldiers are allowed two pence for a shot, two shillings and 
six pence for a ten inch, and five shillings for thirteen inch sh,ells 

,:~ (,) (,) 0 By the deluge of rain we have had of late, the air 
is rendered cool, and our camp uncomfortable. 

14. A strong fortress to contain a garrison of three thousand 
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men this winter, on the island of Coudre, is again reported to be 
determined upon, and the plan to be very soon put in execution. 

General Wolfe attacked some of the enemy's floating batteries 
that were edging down to the Point de Left, and obliged them to 
retire precipitately. 

15. General \Volfe engaged one of the floats this afternoon, 
and she soon after blew up. The town is warmly bombarded this 
evening. 

16. A fire broke out in the town last nigh~, and the flames 
spread with great rapidity; the enemy then, as in such cases, 
fired vigorously on our batteries, though without execution. 

- * * * 
The waters were so much out, occasioned by the late heavy 

rains, that the rivulet was not passable. 

* * * * * * * * 
The weather changed this evening, which brought the wind 

about, but it did not continue long fair. Our new batteries are in 
great forwardntss. 

17. Part of the town took fire again last night, but there being 
no wind and a heavy rain, it was soon got under. 

* * * * * * * * 
The town and our batteries were silent all last night and to-day, 

until two o'clock in the afternoon, when they broke out and a 
smart cannonading and bombardment <:)W:lUed on both sides. The 
new batteries we are erecting are to mount nineteen twenty-four 
pounders. A storm is strongly talked of, in which the Admiral, it 
is said, will assist with a few ships and some thousands of seamen. 

18. We have supported a brisk fire upon the town all last 
night and tu-day. * * * * * 

The Chief Engineer disapproves of storming Quebec, as an en
terprise ;extremely dangerous and without any prospects of suc
ceeding, particularly as the fleet cannot assist us, their guns not 
having sufficient elevation to effect the upper town. 

19th. A heavy storm of rain in the evening with gn~at thunder 
aud lightning. 

21. \Ve fire a little on the town to-day without any return. 
The weather is so extremely wet and disagreeeble that very little 
advantage can now be reaped any where. At noon General Wolfe 
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discharged some howitzers into the enemy's camp. The project 
of erecting a fortress on .the island of Coudre, for a garrison of 
three thousand men, is laid aside for want of proper materials, and 
the season being too far advanced for such an undertaking. The 
enterprise of storming Quebec is also given up, a, too desperate 
to hope for success. * * .;) * * 

It is with the greatest concern to the whole army that we are 
now informed of our amiable General's being very ill of a slow 
fever; the soldiers lament him exceedingly, and seemed appre
hensive of this CH'nt before we were ascertained of it, by his not 
visiting this camp for several days past. 

* * * * * * * * 
Our batteries are now limited to twenty-five rounds in twenty-

four hours per gun, and the mortars to furty-five. 

240. I crossed the river this morning to wait on the General, 
and receive his orders for this brigade; this is the first and only 
opportunity I had of being in that camp, where no pains have been 
spared to render it impregnable; a tolerable house stood con
venient here for Mr. ,Volfe's quarters, but he was so ill above 
stairs as not to be able to come to dinner. 

* * * * * * * * 
The town threw five shells at our batteries to-day, but there 

was no mischief done. We continue to keep the place in ruin. 

25. His Excellency, General \Volfe, is on the recovery, to the 
inconceivable joy of the whole army. 

26. Our batteries and the town exchanged many shot and shells 
to-day. 

29. Our troops eastward of Montmorency are preparing to 
evacuate that ground; the enemy's batteries westward of the 
cataract cannonaded the boats that were passing to General 
Wolfe's camp, in order to bring off the sick, women, and heavy 
baggage; but his Excellency, by a superior fire from all his cannon 
and howitzers, soon silenced them. 

31. General Wolfe appeared in his camp to-day for the first 
time since his Jate illneils. * * * * 

We are drawing off our cannon from General 'Wolfe's camp. 

SEPT. 1. The Seahorse frigate, two cats, and two sloops, passed 
into the tlppcr river last night between eleven and twelve o'clock, 
which occasioned a furious firing between the tOWJl and our 

batteries. * * II< * * II< 
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Several pieces of brass cannon, twelves and twenty-four pound
ers, were drawn up to our batteries, al;l.d we are throwing up 
another redoubt there. 

It is privately rumored with some confiuence, that the main 
body of the army is shortly to be conveyed above the town, to 
enueavor to force a landing on the north side of the liver, between 
Cape Rouge and Cape Diamond. 

2. General Wolfe is preparing to withdraw his troops from the 
ground eastward of the cataract; for this purpose he has sent 
over all his artillery, stores, baggage, tent, &c. 

General ,Volfe is endeavoring to draw the flower of the French 
army from their strong entrenched camp, to an engagement on his 
own ground before he abandons it. 

4. An expedition is on foot to the upper river, in which the 
greatest part of the army, with our three Brigadiers, are to assist; 
the General will command in person, if his health will permit. 
The grenadiers of Louisbourg are under orders to juin us this eve, 
from Orleans. The boats are to pass the town this night, with 
the light baggage of the troops, fine weather and wind favorable. 

5. General ,Yolfe was much indisposed last night, he is better 
to-day; but the army are, nevertheless, very apprehensive lest 
his ill state of health should not permit him to cummand this 
grand enterprise in person. 

6. ,Ye had an uncommon storm of rain last night; to-day 
showery weather and wind variable. ,Ve fired warmly on the 
town these last eighteen hours, without a single gun or shell III 

return. * * * * * * *' 
The General joined the army and upper fleet this night. 

7. Fine warm weather: Admiral Holmes' squadron weighed 
early this morning; at six o'clock we doubled the mouth of the 
Chaudiere, which is near a half a mile over; and at eight we came 
to an anchor off Cape Rouge. * * * * 

This afternoon at two o'clock the Seahorse, Leostaff, and two 
oating batteries that were lately taken, were ordered to euge 

into the cove and attack the enemy's armed floats, at the same 
time the troops put into their boats and rowed up and down, as if 
intending to land at different places, to amuse the enemy; the 
Brigadiers, no doubt, knew this was intended only as a finesse, 
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but the corps thought they were, in reality, going ashore, and 
such was their zeal, thaHhey were much disappointed, when, after 
parading some time in this manner, they were ordered back to 
their ships; this seems calculated to fix the attention of the enemy 
on that particular part, while a descent is meditated elsewhere, 
perhaps lower down. 

8. Wet weather, wind up the river: this morning, at day-break, 
a transport cat, two sloops, and a schooner, passed the town with 
provisions. &c., and were followed soon after by two other small 
vessels, they were all warmly cannonaded in their passage, and 
sustained some damage. Orders are issued out this evening for 
the troops to land, and make a diversion to-morrow morning at 
day light. 

9. The extreme wetness of the weather prevented the oper
ations intended for this 'morning. 

10. General Wolfe Bent for an officer and thirty men of the 
forty-third regiment, to escort him on a reconnoitre, with Brigadier 
Townshend, the chief Engineer, Colonel Carleton, &c. For this 
purpose six of our grenadiers coats were also sent by his Excel
lency's orders. 

11. Great preparations are making throughout the fleet and 
army to surprise the enemy and compel them to decide the fate of 
Quebec by a battle; all the long boats below the town are to be 
filled with seamen, marines, and such detachments as can be spared 
from Points Levi and Orleans, in order to make a feint off Beau
port and the Point de Left, and endeavor to engross the attention 
of the Suire de Montcalm, while the army are to force a descent 
on this side of the town. 

KNOX'S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF THURSDAY, 
THE THIRTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1759. 

[He landed with the first division under the personal com
mand of Wolfe, and remarks, that "in the boat where he was, 
one man was killed, o~e seaman, with four soldiers were slight
ly, and two mortally wounded ;" this from the fire of the" chain 
of centries" which Montcalm had posted along the summit of 
the heights.] 

12 
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" Before day break this morning, we made a de~cent upon the 
north shore, a],out half a quarter of a mile to the eastward of 
Sillery, and the light troops were fortunately, by the rapidity of 
the current, carried lower down, between us and Cape Diamond; 
we had in this debarkation thirty flat bottomed boats, containing 
about sixteen hundred men. This was a great surprise on the 
enemy, who, from the natural strength of the place, did not 
suspect, and consequently were not prepared against so bold an 
attempt. The chain of sentries which they had posted along the 
summit of the heights galled us a little, and picked off several 
men and some officers, before our light infantry got up to dis
lodge them. This grand enterprise was conducted and executed 
with great good order and discretion; as fast as we landed the 
buat:-: put oft· for reinforcements, aud the troops formed with much 
regularity. TllO General, with Brigadiers lHonckton and Murray, 
were ashore with the first division. \Ye lost no time here, but 
clambered up one of the steepest precipices that can be conceived, 
being almost perpendicular and of an incredible height. As soon 
as we gained the summit all was quiet, and not a shot was he-anI, 
owing tu the excellent conduct of the light infantry under Colonel 
Howe; it was by this time clear day-light. Here we formed 
again, the river of the south country in our rear, our right ex
tending' to the town, our left to Sillery, and halted a few minutes. 

The General then detached the light trOt 'ps to our left, to route 
the enemy from their battery, and to disable their guns, except 
they could be rendered serviceable to the party who were to re
main there; and this service was soon performed. We then 
faced to the right, and marched towards the town by files, till we 
came to the plains of Abraham, an even piece of ground which 
1\1r. '" olfe had made choice of, while we stood forming upon 
the hill. \\'eather showery. About six u'clock, tlw enemy first 
made their appearance upon the heights, between us and the town, 
whereupon we halted and wheeled to the right, therel,y forming 
the line of battle. The first disposition then was: " Grenadiers 
of Louisbourg on the right, and the forty-seventh regiment on the 
left, twenty-eighth on the right, third on the left; part of the 
light infantry took posts in the houses at Sillery, and the remain
der occupied a chain of houses which were opportunely situateu 
for that purpose; and covered our left flank, inclining towards our 
rear; the General then advanced some platoons from the Grena-
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diers and twenty-eighth regiment below the height on our right, 
to annoy the enemv, and prevent their getting round the declivity 
between us and the main river, which they had attempted. By 
this time the fifteenth and thirty-fifth regiments joined us, who 
formed a second line, and were soon after followed by th' forty
eighth and fifty-eighth, two battalions of the sixty· eighth and 
seventy-eighth regiments, (Highlanders,) by which a new dispo
sition was made of the whole; viz.; "first line, thirty-fifth to thn 
right, in a circular form on the slope of the hill, fifty-eighth left, 
Grenadiers right, seventy-eighth left, twenty-eighth right, forty
seventh left, forty-third in the center," General Wolfe, Briga
diers Monckton and l'Iurray, to our front line; and the second 
was composed of the fifteenth, and two battalions of the sixtieth 
regiment under Brigadier Townshend, with a reserve of the forty
eighth regiment, under Colonel Burton, drawn up in four grand 
divisions with large intervals. The enemy had now likewise 
formed the line of battle, and got some cannon to play on us, 
with round and canister shot; but what galled us most was a 
body of Indians and other marksmen they had concealed in the 
corn opposite to the front of our right wing, and a coppice that 
stood opposite to our center, inclining towards our left; but 
Colonel Hale, by Brigadier Monckton's orders, advanced some 
platoons, alternately, from the forty-seventh regiment, which, 
after a few rounds, obliged these sculkers to retire: we were now 
ordered to lie down and remained some time in this position. 
About eight o'clock we had two pieces of short brass six-pound
ers playing on the enemy, which threw them into some confusion, 
and obliged them to alter their disposition, and Montcalm formed 
them into three large columns; about nine, the two armies moved 
a little nearer each other. The light cavalry made a faint attempt 
upon cur parties at the battery of Sillery, but were soon beat off, 
and Monsieur de Bougainville, with his troops from Cape Rouge, 
came down to attack the flank of our second line, hoping to 
penetrate there; but by a masterly disposition of Brigadier 
Townshend, they were forced to desist, and the third battalion 
of Royal Americans was then detached to the first ground we had 
formed on after we gained the heights, to preserve the communi
cation with the beach and our boats. 

About ten o'clock, the enemy began to advance briskly in three 
colum'ns, with loud shouts and recovered arms, two of them in-



clining to the left of our army, and the third towards our right, 
firing obliquely at the two extremities of our lille, from the 
di:-;tance of one hm:dred and thirty, until they came within forty 
yards; whidl our troops withstood with the gTeatest intrepidity 
and fil.llllt·:-;:-:, still reserving their fire, and paying the strictest 
obedience to their officers; this Ullcommon steadiness, together 
with the han)c which the grape-shot from our field-pieces made 
among them, threw them into some disorder, and was most 
critically maintained by a well-timed, regular, and heavy dis
charge of our small arms, such as they could no longer oppose; * 
hereup')ll they gave way and fled with precipitation, so that, by 
the time the cloud of smoke was yanished, our men were again 
loaded, and, profiting by the advantage we had over them, pur
sued them almost to the gates of the town, and the bridge oyer 
the little l'iYer, redoubling our fire with great eagerness, making 
many officers and men prisoners. The we:tther cleared up, with 
a comfortably warm sun-shine; the Highlanders chased them 
vigorously towards Charles's river, and the fifty-eighth to the 
suburb, close to John's gate, until tile}" were checked by the can
non from the two hulks, at the same time a gun, which the town 
llad broug'ht to bear upon us with grape-shot, galled the progress 
of the reg'iments to the right, who were likewise pursuing with 
equal anl"r, while Colonel Hunt ,Vabh, by a very judicious 
movement, wheeled the battalions of Bragg and Kennedy to the 
left, and flanked the coppice where a body of the enemy made a 
stand, :tR if willing to renew the action, but a few platoons from' 
these corps completed our victory. Then it wa;.; that Brigadier 
TownsheIid came up, called off the pursuers, ordered the \\. hole 
line to dress, and recuYe . their former ground. 

Our joy at this success is inexpressibly damped by the loss we 
sustained of one of the greatest heroes which this or any other 
age can boast of. General James Wolfe, who received his mortal 
wound, as he "as exerting himself at the head of the grenadiers 
of Louisbourg; and Brigadier Monckton was unfortunately 

" When General Wolfe" formed the line of battie, he ordered the re£[illlents to 
load with an additional ball. The 43d and 47th regiments, in the cen-trc, ;,,·ino
little affected hy the obiJque fire of the enemy, gave them, with great cajmness~ 
as remarkable a chse and hellvy chscharge, as I ever saw performed at a private 
field of exercise, insomuch that better troops than we encountered could not 
possibly withstand it; and, indeed, well might the French officers say, that the\· 
never c.pposed such a shock us they received from the centre of our line, for th,;t 
they believed every bull took place, and such regularity and discipline tliey had 
not experienced before." 
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wounded upon the left of the forty-third, and right of the forty
seventh regiment, at much the same time; whereby the command 
devolved on Hl'i,c.!:a.Ji,'l' Townshend, wlw. with Brigadier }I uITay, 
went to the head of every regiment, and returneu thanks for their 
extraordinary good behavio~, congratulating the officers on our 
success. 

a a ft a a a a D 

The officers, who are prisoners, say, that Quebec will surrender 
in a few days; some deserters who came out to us in the evening, 
agree in that opinion, and inform us, that the SieHl' de }]lIlltcalm 
is dying, in gTl·"t agun,Y, of a wound he received to-day in their 
retreat. Thus has our late renowned Commander, by his superior 
eminence in the art of war, and a most judicious coup d'etat, 
made a conquest of this fertile, healthy, and hitltl'rtu fi'l'I11i.Jable 
country, with a handful of tn)()!,s only, in spite of political 
schemes and mosL vigorous efforts of the famOlls Montcalm, and 
many other officers of rank and experience, at the head of an 
army considerably more numerous. 

My pen is too feeble to draw the character of this British 
Achilles; but the same may, with jnstice, be said of him as was 
said of Henry IV. of France. He was possessed of courage, 
humanity, clemency, generosity, afl'ability, and politellPss. Awl 
though the former of these happy inp;redients, how essential soever 
it may be in the composition of a soldier, is not alone snfficient to 
distinguish an expert officer; yet I may, with strict truth, ad
vance, that }L\j:>r General James ,volfe, by his great talcuts, 
and martial disposition, which he discovered early in life, was 
greatly superior to his experience in generalship, and was by no 
means inferior to a Frederic, a Henry, or a Ferdinand." 

LIST OF THE SHIPS OF WAR SENT TO TIlE ST. L\ \\r_ 

RE~TE, IN n)~l, TO ASSIST WOLFE IX THE 

REDUCTION OF <WEBEC: 

In addition, the store-ships, victuallers, traclers, and trans
ports, were, I'rollaLly, one hundred and fifty or tIro hundred: 
Knox speaks of these kinds of yes~eb as forming" an immense 

fleet." 
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Ships' Names. I Guns Commanders. 

Neptune, 90 Admiral Saunders, Commander-
in-chief; Captain Hartwell. 

Princes Amelia, 80 Admiral Durell. 
Dublin, 740 Admiral Holmes. 
Royal William, 84 Captain Piggot. 
Yal1!,iuanl, 740 " Swanton. 
T, 'nibl", 7-! " Collins. 
(';1]ltain, 70 " Amherst. 
Sltr"w~Lury, 740 " Palliser. 
Dt'\'"n.,hire, 7± " Gordon. 
B"dford, G8 " Fowkes. 
Aleide, G40 " Douglas. 
SOlll'~r"d , 6:-:; " Hughes. 
Prince F]'(',1,:ric, G40 " Booth. 
Pembroke, 60 " ""]j(Jelock. 
J\Iedway, GO ,. Proby. 
Prince of Orange, (iO " 'lalla"". 
Nllrt ]lUmberland, G40 " Lord Coh'ille. 
Oxton1, G40 " Spry. 
Stirling Castle, (j4o " Everett. 
Centurion, til) " Mantle. 
Tri,lent, ;)40 " L(>(f(re 

-,,=,~-. 

Sutherland, 50 " J 1uu .. w. 
Fl'i~'atl'-. Diana, 36 " Schomberg. 

" Leo.4uffe, ~:-:; " J)"an,'. 

" Richmond, '_I;) .)- " Handkerson. 
Fri!,iate:;, Trent, 28 " Liml..-av. ., Eeho, ~·l " Le Furey. 

Sloops, Seahorse, :W Smith. 
" Em'us, 2~ " Elphinstone, 
" Nightingale, 211 Campl)dl. 
" Hind, 20 " Bond. 
" Squirrel, 211 " Hamilton. 
" Scarborough, ~u " Scott. 

Liz,lnl, 2K " Doak. ,. Scorpion, l± " Cleland. 

" Zephir, I~ " Greenwood. 

" Hunter, 10 " A,lam:;, 

" Porcupine, l± " Jarvis. 
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Ships' Names. I GUllS. I Commanuers. 

Sloops, 

" 
Baltimore, 
('Ul'lllur:lllt, 

]11 

H 

C:ll't:lill C:lI'["·lltl·r. 
1\1--

Pelican, 8 .. ::\Iolltli'rd . 
" 1~~II't'-ltUl":-:t', 8 Rickards. 
" Bonetta, 8 ,. 

YC"lIyin.'<, CII:\I1-, 
Strombolo, Smith. 

" n'llln('Y Cutter, 2 Douglas. 

The Bonetta and Rodney, as also the Charming .l\I()ll~·. EllI'ol'a. 
Lawrence, l'l')!)!y and Sarah, C;I)()(1 Intent, and l']'u"l'('rity, transport 
cutter", were appointed sounding Yl."e1~. 

STATE OF THE BnITISH AIDIY IN TIlE ST. L\ WREXCE. 

Officers present: ROllk and Pill', <:'I·c., Sl'jltr'III1iI'I', 17:)~'. 

I STAFF. N. ('(1:'11. 

..=: 
;,.. I Total of all 

Hl';,;iIlH .. 'Ilt...;. "I. ~ =: 

2· 
:l.i:: 

n;tllk~. indu
dill.:...!.' (il'Ill'ral 
()flil'l'l' .... , &l'. 

15th. Amlte ... -t's. Il I 4 15 C, 0 II I' II 21! 61 :3:;:! 406 
2i<tlt. Ur".~~ ',. II I 0, 9 ~ Il II I II :!:1 II . :lIi:! 4:!I 
:J:jt!l. 11(\\",[\",. II I I ;, II ,'I I I I Il 2:(; II 4;,li 51\1 
43d. I Kennerly:s. Il 0 I Ii 6 I 4 I I Il II Ii' II :!S() :327 
47th. La,<l'elle, s. II I II 5 ~ 8;1 II II Il Il :.lll :!' :1();, .360 
48th. "'el,"'s. II I 0 4 16: 7 I "l I I,' :1:3

1

14 Gil;, GS:l 
58th. I Anstruther's. II I I 4 7 I Ii II 0 Il II :!Il 0' 2% 335 
60th} , j '\II)Il<'ktlJl~ ',<. I Il 0 :! 6, Ii Il II, 0 II, :!Ii 15 :!Iili 3:!:! 

I I Lawrence s. (I 1 I) 4 II 1;< II 0 ' II 0 2,'114 1 4 i 4 ;,41l 
78th. Fr:t.<l'r'.<. () IJ 0 I:! 1 I' oi Il 0i 2,S 141 W:; 662 

22d. ~ Louhbourg (, : I 1 I ; I I 
40th Co~p[\~ies I 0 I 0 2 8. 0 I o. 0 0

1 

'I, 4 216 241 
45th 01 (,rell .\11'1".< ~ - - - - - ,- ,- _1- -, -1---

i Tllt:II, I ;) 61 :; 4~ ]O~j li7 ;,' 21 4: I, D~j,102 4215 4816 

One )Injol'-General, three l;riC::I rli(·l'-U (,Ill'l'al." one (i llarit'l'-3Ia-ll'r 

General, one Aid Quarter-nlnR!!'r Gelleral, one Adjutant-General, tiJllr 

Majors of Brigade, two Aids-de-Camp. 
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STATE OF THE FREKCH ARMY, SEPT., 1859: 
----- ------ -----------------

RIG lIT COL ]f)!",. CENTHE COLU)[N. LEFT CUL 1;)1",. 

Troujle" de Colonie, 550 I Re~iment de Bame, 360 I Royale Roufillon, 650 
Heg-illll:nt de In ~arre, 550 H\'~'iment de Guienne, 360 La Colonie, 650 
ltv". de Lall~ lle,ltH', 550 Des ;.I1lbccs, UOO Dcs MlilC'cs, 2300 
Des ;\IiliC'cs, and one 

Six Puuuder, .. 1111 

2()tIti 

A List of the British, Xilled, 

Killed, 
'Vounded, -
Mis,in!,!:, 

l:3flt of 

19:?IJ 

T/u/{Jull'd, 

September: 

- ----

and Jlissillg, 

61 
598 

664 

3600 ._---

on the 

All ranks, killed, wounded, andmi"ing, six hundred and sixty-four. 

A...'ECDOTES OF WOLFE. 

'While at Louisbourg, and on the ~;-)th of :Jfay, 17CD, ,rolfe 
re\'iewed the Grenadier Compauics of the garrisull there: 

"Some commanding ufficcrs of corp", who expected to be a]"o re
'df'wed in their turn, told the General, by way of apolo,!!,},. that, by their 
l'<'gimenh hadllg bel'lI long ('antoned, they had it not in their power to 
learn or practise this new I'xe]'t'ise: to whidl he answered-" Poh.' 
poh 1 J.Yew exercise-new fiddlesticlc: if they are otherwise well disci
plilled. and will fight, that's all I shall reg/lire of tllflll I" 

Ou the jJassage from Louis1)lmrg to Quehcc, says Knox, under 
date of June l!:Jth: 

.. At S(,\,('II o'clock P . .1\1.. the Rit'hmond Frigate passed us, on 1)oanl 
of which was General \\T ul!i ... , who politely saluted us, hoping we were 
all well on board." 



'Yith 'Wolfe, and killed, at (~m'I)(·(', wa,; a ~'Ull11!.! Fail'f<I:'\, (of 
the noble family in Yiq,!'inia, and till' them\,; of Wn~hillgt()n in 
early lifl',) whu, of much promise, hall beell c(lueall'd in ElIg

land, It is l'clak,l, ~a~'~ ;-:;':l'ark~, that 'Yolfe ~a\Y him a~ the army 
landed, seatcd near the bank of the l'iwr, and, that touching 
him on the ~h()lIl""r, he ~aid: "' }l.l/lIIg 11/((11, when l('e come to 
({('Iioll, relJlelllber !J0llr 1I((111(,!" 

From Knox, Jl'LY 1Iitll: 

" The bearer of the la,t flag of truce from the enemy, told General 
'Yolfe: • "-e do nut douht but yun will .]"llloli,1t the town, but we are 
determined yuul' army shall never get footing within our walk' To 
which the General replied: 'I will be mosta oj Quebec, U' I stuy here 
until the latter end oj ~yl)/'embe/' next."" 

The point of the la~t anecdote will readily occur to tl1O"e who 
have read such parts of the f()rl',!2:uing -'\ll"re~,,) as relate to the 
real or supposed dal1!.!."'!' to the fI .. ..t, in remaining in the St. 
Lawrenee a~ late as the 1lcginning of a Canadian winter, The 
t,,'o which follow, are al"o from Knox: it 'rill be seen that both 
immediately preceded the fall of the young Chief. 

SEPT, 10. General "·olfe, lwing infolmed of the indisposition of 
two ot1ie"r, on board a ship, of tl ... .Jc:),l nl'ginl<'lIt, f'Xpl't""'.] tl ... gl'!'at
e5t t<-nde]']lt',~ and good nature towards tltem, all' I desired tlll'y would 
not continue on board, to endanger their ('oll,titlltiulI';; for tklt he would 
lend them his barge with plea,lIl'r', to conduct them to Grn]I:lI1l'5 post, 
whenee tIll!." shollld han~ an e5(,01't to Pllillt Ll'yi camp. The gentle
men politely declined the offer, a~'l1l'illg the GI'Ilf'ral that no e,m.,i,l"ra
tion could induce them to leave the army, until they should ",'e the 
event of tlii" expedition." 

SEPT, 11. ,. The officer of our regiment, who ('Omm:llltl",] tlw "'COl't 
yesterday, on the reconnoitering party, being a,h'll, in the l~l'n('ral'~ 
hearing, att"r the health of one of the gentlemen who ",a~ I'<'port".l to 

be ill, replied: 'he was in a wry low, indifferent stat I' ;' which the 
other lamented, saying, 'he has but a puny, de li!':!t',' 1:U1l5titlltiulI.' This 
struck his Excellency, n being his own ease, who interrupted: 'Don't 
tell me oj constitution,. that officer has good spirits, and good spirits will 

carry a man through ecer!/Ihin(j!" 

All these exhibit the character of Wolfe in a manner to com-
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mand our re~pect. But Lord Mahon tells a story, on the au
thority of Lord Telllple, which "hom.; that, once certainly in his 
life, Ill' lwhan·rl like a fool. It is as follo\\'s : 

Mtl'l' hi, appointment, and on the day pr~ceding his embarkation for 
America. Pitt, de"irou~ of giving his last nrhal in~truction", invited 
him to dinner, Lord Temple l)(·in.~ th" only other guest. A~ the eve
ning advallt'l'c1, "'"lfe-heated, perhap." by his own aspiring thoughts, 
and tIll' unwonted >'(wid}, of ,tatc,llll'n, broke forth into a strain of 
ga-;"(Jl1ade and bravmlo. He drew hi., sword-he wrapped the table 
with it-he fiuuri.-;lll'd it round the roolll-he talked of tltl' mighty 
things which that sword was to nelliey!'. The two ministers ,at aghast 
at nn exhibition w unusual fi'om any man of real sense and rl'al spirit. 
AJl(l wl!.·!1 ;It last 'Volfe had taken hi" lea\'e, and IIi" carriage W", heard 
to roll fi'om the door, Pitt ol>elll('d for the moment shaken in the high 
opinion which his r1..Iilll'rate jllLlgnll'llt had forllled of "rolfu: he lifted 
up IIi, I·.n~-; and arm" and I>xdaimed to Lord Temple, "Good God / that 
I should have entrusted the pde of the countr!! Wid of the arll11illistration 
to sllch hands /" 

Common soldiers and seamen are almost unerring in their 
estimate of their Chiefs; and their by-names are significant of 
character. The" Little Corporal"~'" Old Nel. "-the "Iron 
Duke"-" Old Hickory"-ulld "Row:!,'lt-a/Ld-Rear!y," are suffi
cient illustrations for our purpose. The appellation bestowed 
upon ',"olfe 'l\as: "The Officer's Friend; the .".oldier's Father." 

FUXERAL HO:XORS: FA:\IILY TO:\IB AT GREEX11ICH,&c. 

"On Sunday, November 17th, 1759, at ;;r,yen o'clock in the morning, 
his :\Iaje,ty's ship, Royal ~'~illiam, (in which his corpse was brought 
from Quebec to Portsmouth,) fired two signal guns for the removal of 
his remains. At eight o'clock, the body was lowered out of the ship 
into a t",eIn-uared barge, towed by two other twelve-oared klr!!c" and 
attended by tweh'e others, to the bottom of the point, in a train of 
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gloomy, silent pomp, suitable to the mdan{'holly occa~ion. 1\[inut('-.C!"un~ 

were fired from the "hip, at Spithead, from the time of the body l .. ayin:.; 
lh,' ship tu it,; being landed at Portsmouth, whi{'h was one !tour. TIlt' 
regiment of inyalids was ordered und"r arm, before eight, and being 
joined by a eUlllpallY of the train at Purt.';llltluth, IllalTh,·,1 from the pa
rade there, to the bottom of tIl .. point, to rt"',~iYl' the remain,;. At nine, 
the body wa" laml .. d, and put into a hear,;l" attended by a mourning 
coach, (both ,;ent from Luwlull,) and l,ru'·'·l·tl .. tl through tIlt' garri,;on. 
The 1'01411''; on the fort were stJ'ul'k half tia:.;-staff; the bells were muf
fled, and rung in :'01{'u1l1 cuncert "'itlt tl1t' march; minuk-gLlIt~ were 
fired on the platform, from the entrance of the corpse to the close of 
the IH'O{"'",iull; the company of the train letl the van, with their arms 
reversed; the corpse followed: and the invalid regiment followed the 
hear"e, tIleir arms r,~\-ersl"l. They conducted the body to the land
port gate,;, where the train opened to the ri.~ht awl kft, and the llt'ar:,c 
proceeded through them on the way to London. Although there were 
many tbtlll,,;ul,],.; uf people a""t'mbletl on this ot'l'a.;iulI, not tbe lea,;t di,,
turbanee happened: nothing \ya,; to be Ilt'ard but murmuring, br"ken 
accents, in prai"" of the dead 1!I'l'o. On tlw 20th, at night. hi~ remain,; 
were deposited in the burial place belonging to his family at Grt'l'lmi,·h." 

-Russell's EJlglul/d. 

" His Illt)tb'~r. by this tilllc tbe sole ~univillg melll]Wl' of th .. ti~mily, 

claimed the melancholy sati~tiH'tion of "ollllllitting IIi . ..; 1"'llIaillti to the 
du,;t, and they were laid besirle tbose of his father, in a vault in the par
ish church of Greenwich." 

-Gleig, in the Cabinet Cyclopcedia. 

The following article was cut from a newspaper in Canada, by 
a member of the Kew England Historic-Genealogical ;O:ocidy :-

"'YOLFE'S TO;\lB.-The following intt·I't·,ting item we hav,> ]"'1'11 

permitted to extract from a private letter, received at Montreal, by the 

last English mail : 

GREEXWICH, AUGUST, 18.j:I. 

, An order ill Council, from the Queen, has been iS~lI('d, calling upon 
the Churchwardens to cau,e the whole of the yallits under 0111' Pari"h 
Church to be filled with' earth and chareoal, and all the entran"e;; to be 
1)J'if'l.;yrl up, npy('r more to be opened. Among th(' :'ai,l vault;; i, that of 

U"neral \\Tolfe, the Conqueror of QII"]"'':: on "p"ning the n!l1lt, \\'a;; 
found a (lllc])t't: ::IIpl'curyof th .. ~lst ;'\"n'IIlI'4'I" V';;::J, tlqH),ited tllPre 

by,;Ur. Hawkins, of Ql\(~]we, together with his card, and a wreath of 
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l:mrr,l, on tIll' ;2:Jl'Il lII:iy, ISH. The Churchwardens han' lent me the 
paper to eop.\' a Pro'l'edus it ('ontain,. and among the ~uh,-eril)pr~ are 
four l",r';UI1- of the name of .:\Ianlunald,-namely: A . .:\Iac,lolJfll<.1, 
TIm'" Rin'I',,; Anp:ll" .:\f:II',lullaltl. Cornwall, "G. C.; 'Y., JUacdonald, 
Ga"l"'; and Town-Major :i\b(',lo11al,1. ]Uontreal. 

If: ",lien YOll ai'" writing to lUI'. Lloyd, :'Ull would like to mention the 
above "ir('Ulllstm1l'(' regarding the !!':dlant '" olfe, perhal''' he may know 
lUI'. IIawkiw<. and ,vOltld i.",1 a "ati,i~lI'tiulJ in informing him of the fact 
of hi, JII')'I'/II'!/, COl'd. 011111 Wreath, bl'ing found on tIll' I'offin a, lie left 
them, :11'11'1' a lapse of l'ight('l'1l year,. Till'." aI'" now in the cu,tod.Yof 
tIll' Clml'ehwanlens, one of whom. ::\[1'. T. Huntll'J. II a, IIl'omi,(',1 me 
thnt they shall "till l,c 1'J'<'.;e!'vec1 fI, interl''iting l'..Iic, of the departed 
hero. "-itl, the I'x('''l,tiun uf tIll> uPI"'!, i',I,l of the "1[1'1'1'111:'/. the paper 
and type is as perfect as when placed on the coffin by lUI'. Hawkins.''' 




