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LECTURE 
ON THB 

HISTORY OlT ~IEDIC]NE, 
AND THE 

SCIENCE OF HOMEOPATHY. 
BY R. J. SMITH, M. D . 

. -. 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:-

The era in which we live is distinguished for its vast discoveries, 
and its astonishing development of knowledge. We constantly 
hear of the march of intellect, the progress of science, and the 
perfection of the arts. The light of science is pouring upon us a 
brightness, at times, which, for a season, we are incapable of 
comprehending. 

'fhe arts seem to grow out of the necessities of man, while the 
sciences appear to arise from his intellectual improvement, and fol
low the cultivation of the arts of civilization, or, as it has been 
beautifully observed, "the arts are the offspring of necessity, while 
the sciences are the fruits of ease and leisure." 

. Art has been defined as the power of doing something which is 
not taught by nature or instinct; it involves the idea of learning, 
or improvement in knowledge; while the term science implies Ii 

positive knowledge of the principles on which art is based, and the 
reasons of phenomena-the why and the wherefore-" certainty 
grounded on demonstration." 

1\'lan in the state of infancy, is the most helpless and defenceless 
of all created beings; he is not furnished by nature with covering 
to protect him from the inclemencies of the weather, without the 
means of attack or defence, destitute of the endowments of instinct 
to guide him in the lelection of his food, and deprived of many of 
the qualifications granted to the inferior animals. But he is en
riched with capacities of intellect, which far more than compensates 
him for the loss of those· conveniences and securities of the earlieI: 
stages of his existence. This intellectual capacity, prompted by 
the necessities of his situation, and accompanied by his natural 
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desire to seek relief frum ills, and to supply defects, enables him to 
rise above his want" and draw around him comforts and enjoyments 
unknown to instinct, and far beyond the gratification of mere. a!li
mal existence. And above all, he is the special object of D1VIne 
favor and enjoys the benefits arising out of the family relation. 

Out of man's peculiar situation in ~he .wor~d, arises the neces~ity 
of the useful art;.;, His state of destltutlOn 111 regard to covenng 
and a plaee of ~11l'lter, naturally suggests the necessity of clothing 
and a dwelling to prutec·t him from the vicissitudes of the weather, 
the change of Sl'a"'IlS, tIl(' variations of climates, and the ravages of 
beasts of prey. The state of his organizations, very significantly 
prompts him to seek expedients of converting the natural stores .of 
animal and vegetal)le production into savoury food. The sam.e d1S
position of mind, when assailed by disease, would prompt h1m to 
search for a remE'lly, And thus, step by step, does man's inventive 
genius carry him fUl'ward from the discovery of one useful art to 
another, until all his ori).!:iual wants are supplied, and a great 
degree of comfort and independence attained, and he characterized 
t.he lord of creation. 

At what period ill the Jli.-tu]'y of the world the human frame 
became first subjed to the iucursions of bodily disease is unknown; 
as is also the nature of the first suffering induced. But we may 
safely infer, as man advancell in the arts of civilization, he became 
more and more exposed to morbid influences, and probably at a 
very early period of his existence became the subject of diseases 
from noxious food, aceiLlental causes, &c. Be the time of incursion 
of diseases in the human family when it may, and be the kind of 
suffering what it lIlay, cfforts to obtain relief, would be perfectly 
natural, and we IlIay reasonably conjecture that the practice of 
medicine and surgery, is almost coeval with the existence of man: 
JUdging from circulll~tances which probably attended the early 
popUlation of the world, and the simplicity of the mode of life of 
the inhabitants, we may conclude that the disease of the earliest 
times were mild and uncomplicated in their nature, and admitted of 
easy relief; corresponding in no small degree, to the inexperience 
of the times and the limited knowledge of remedial agents. 

What is called the conjectural existence of medicine, or the time 
which elapsed from the period when disease made its first attack 
upon man, until the first record of its treatment by medicine is 
made, reaches down to the history of the Egyptians. Egypt has 
ever been cons~dered by most writers of a!ltiquity as the nursery of 
the arts and SClences. For many centunes after the cessation of 
f~bulous history, an~ the beginning of trustworthy records of the 
~lmes, do we ~nd ph1losophers o~ other countries resorting to Egypt, 
lD. or~er to gam. access to her Pnesthood, which was considered the 
prmc1pal depOSItory of the mysteries of the age. It was in Egypt 
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that medicine first became an object of study, but we are still in 
doubt, how far it was the object of pursuit by a particular class of 
men. The supposition is highly probable that the cure of diseases 
in those early periods of antiquity, was conjoined to the priestly 
office, and not yet erceted into a separate calling, and made the 
special study and pursuit of a <:lass of men, called physicians. 

From all we can learn of the ancient Egyptian priesthood, we 
may conclude that a considcrable portion of their learning consisted 
in a dexterous management of the arts of magic and incantations, 
and that a large share of their reputed success in the treatment of 
disease, may be set down to the superstition and gull ability of their 
patients. These aud similar means have more or less been used in 
all countries and all ages, by designing men, to gain influence over 
their victims; and the history of medicine furnishes abundant evi
dencc of their succe,,'. 

In the earliest accounts of the treatment of diseases, we find it 
recorded that particular persons undertook to cure particular dis
eases only, and that some took charge of particular parts of the body. 
A course indicating either that especial attention was paid to the 
study of disease, and its treatment, or that their knowledge was 
limited, and their remedies few and empirically applied. 

The accounts of the rise and progressive improvement of medi
cine in different countries, as given by historians, differ very little 
from each other. If we attempt to trace back its history to the 
remotest antiquity among the Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, 
or Grecians, in either case we are led to the recital of fabulous 
stories about the deeds of some supernatural beings who are honored 
as the agents of introducing the divine art of healing from the 
gods themselves. Thus it is said of .}Esculapius, that he was the 
son of Apollo, that he possessed the skill necessary to restore life 
to the dead, and that his death was brought about by a thunderbolt 
from Jupiter, which was provoked by his having deprived Pluto of 
his authority. Divine honors were paid to .lEsculapius after his 
death, as the god of medicine. The profession of medicine became 
hereditary in the family, and his descendants for eight centuries 
were invested with the priestly office. 

Very little improvement took place in medicine, so long as those 
who practiced the healing art acquired the right, by hereditary 
descent. About six hundred years before the Christian era, Pytha
goras made his appearance in the world, and applied himself to the 
study of Anatomy and 'Physiology: and no doubt far exceeded his 
predecessors and com~ers, in his knowledge of medicine. About 
this time medicine first emerged from the gloom of superstition and 
priestly domination, and took its position in the world, as an object 
of study for the common people. 
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A little more than four hundred years before the Christian er~, 
Hippocrates was born, He applied himsel,f to t~e s!udy of medI
cine, and by introducing a new method of l~vestlgatlOn" en:ected a 
total revolution in both opinions and pra.ctICe, and ma~ntalne~ .an 
unrivalled authority over the minds of his successors 111 medICine 
for six centuries. He is called the Father of Medicinc. Many 
of his descriptions of disease, and the correctness of his diagnosis,. 
and of his prognosis, give evidence of an extent of knowledge ot 
symptom, their discrimination and termination, which has not been 
surpassed in more modern times. lIe left a numbcr of wo~b 
behind him, and many of them in nearly a perfect statc. Dunng 
the prevalence of his authority, writers chiefly occupied themselye~ 
in elucidating his doctrines and commenting upon his writing:.~. The 
doctrine of crises and critical days in diseases, formed an importaut 
part of the pathology of Hippocrates. And many modern authors 
would have saved themselves much credit as correct observers of 
the phenomena of diseasc, and rendered much es~ential service to 
the profession, by following more closely the course indicated by 
this great master. He is the author of clinical medicine, and was 
the first writcr to accurately note down the symptoms of disease, so 
that they could be recognized by his description. The result or 
all his labors in thc cause of humanity and medicine, was t.he 
establishment of a }'(ltioHu! cmpyr!:cis?n in the healing art. He 
aimed at nothing higher, and he acccomplished nothing more . 
.\Iedicine was practised as an art, without a sign of tlle principles 
of a srlcnce. 

For several centuries after the death of Hippocrates, the study 
of medicine remained stationary, without advancement or improve
ment. His followers contented themselves with studying his pre
cepts and reducing the doctrines which he taught to practice, in 
the treatment of disease. Although many illustrious men, 
eminent for leal'lling and talents, arose within the first few centurieR 
after the death of Hippocrates, and wrote voluminous works on 
lIIedicine and other branches of philosophy, yet no one seems to 
have called in question the truthfulness of his doctrines, or made 
an attempt to disturb the calm which prevailed oYer the entire face 
of medicine for about six hundred years. 

About the middle of the second century after the Christian era, 
Galen, a man of extraordinary powers of mind, arose, and in his 
turn challenged t~~ supre~acy of the doctrines of his predecessors, 
subdued all opposItion to hiS dogmas, and retained the confidence 
of the medical world in triumph, for more than a thousand years. 
H.e wrote. n~.ore than tw~ hundred treatises on subjects connected 
WI~~ medICine. The weight of his influence and the extent of his 
~'l'ltlDgS, seemed to r~press all further attempt at improvement in 
either theory or practloe, for the period just named. His succes-
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sors, .1~e thos.e of Hippocr~tes, did not dare t? look for truth beyond 
the hmlts whICh he prescribed for the domalO of the healing art. 
Although his knowledge of Anatomy and Physiology far exceeded 
the knowledge of his predecessors and cotemporaries, yet it is very 
questionable whether the practice deduced from his theories, was 
as successful in the treatment of disease as was that of HippocrateH. 
The doctrines of Galen arc greatly mixed up with abstruse specu
lations about the cause of discase, and cqually absurd hypotheses 
about the action of remedies. While Hippocr::tes seemcd to apply 
himself more to the correct observation of phenomena, and to adopt 
Ruch medical hypotheses as were deducible from facts, and thus 
endeavour to establish a method of cure, in which reasoning was 
always subordinate to experience. 

Until the conclusion of the reign of these two great sovereigns in 
medicine, no matter what changes of opinion took place, dogmatism 
prevailed in all the schools, until, through the labours of Ayicenna 
and his compeers of the twelfth century, the resources of chemistry 
were brought into exercise.' . 

About this time a new era dawned upon the world, and hence
forward medicine received great accessions from the collatQral 
sciences. After the revival of letters and the discovery of the art 
of printing, the portals of the scienees generally seems to have been 
thrown open to an inquiring world. The illiberality of ancient 
times, and the superstitions of the dark ages, were both checked by 
the light of truth which now dawned upon the common mind. All 
the natural sciences began to be studied anew, and the benefits of 
their knowledge applied to the good of society. 

Connected with the reformation and advancement of the study 
of medicine, from the twelfth to the eighteenth century, we have 
the names of Avicenna, Paracelsus, Harvey, Brown, ~ydenham 
(the English Hippocrates,) Stahl, Boorhaave, Hoffman, Van Hel
mont, Van Swieten, Haller and many others. 

After awarding to these worthies all the honors due to their ser
vices and lives of toil, when we look for the practical result of all 
their labors upon the application of remedies to the cure of disease, 
we are astonished at the littleness of the progress made in the 
practice of medicine. The dogmatism of the ancients at last gave 
way, only to make room for the thcoretical speculations of the 
moderns. 

During the third epoch in medicine, extending from the twelfth 
to the middle of the eighteenth century, systems rose and fell about 
as often as the celebr!tted teacher came on the stage, was buoyed up 
for a while by some prominent school, and then die~ to make ro~m 
for his successor. Change succeeded change, different theones 
gave rise to difference in practice, giving full proof of what I am en-
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deavouring tn bring prominently to view, n~mely: t.hat medic~ne 
was still practiced as an al·t. Although by vlr.tue of 1ts c~n;'lectlOn 
with Chemistry, Botany and other natural SClenceR, medlCllle was 
dignified with the name of science, yet there was no !,;nou'n law to 
serve as a basis upon which an enduring superstructure could be 
rcared for the application of medicine to the cure of disease. 

Continental Europe, England, Scotland and our own country, 
have each "iven rise to stars of genius and renown in medicine, 
which have ~!.ilittered for a season, mounted to their zenith and gone 
out. In some instances, the professor, who was father to some 
popular system of doctrine, has outlived his off.~pring theory, and 
been called to witness to the ascendancy of a successful rival. 

'I'he frequent changes of theory, and the consequent changes in 
practice, century after century, afford incontestible evidence of the 
truth of the remark just made, namely, that there was no known 
natll1'allan', which was universally acknowledged in medicine.
But if there are immutable laws ur governing principles in every 
other branch of science with which we are acquainted, why should 
thcre not be in medicine, whieh is to man the most important of 
all sciences? For if it be true, that in the creation of everything, 
use is intended, and the degree of importance of the thing created 
is to be estimated according to the greatness of the end to be 
accumplished, then, well may the subject of medicine and its 
collateral sciences command our utmost attention. 

Man, the noblest work of creation, was made healthy, with 
sufficient duties and labors assigned him, to employ 'all the time, 
and exhaust all the energies of a healthy body and mind. He has 
many and important duties in this life to perform, but the o-reat end 
of his existence here must be looked for in another state gf beino-. 
In view of the high destiny to which he is called, he could n~t 
hu\'e been created to drag out a miserable existence of three score 
years and ten in this world, under the accumulated weio-ht of 
hereditary and acquired disease of <:enturic~, a burden to himself 
and an iucumbrance to his fellows, without hope of rescue and 
then migrate to a state of annihilation! "We now behold him'sub
ject to di~ease, yet. surrounded . by me?ieinal substances belonging 
to t~e a?lmal, vegetable and n~llle!al kmgdollls, which if judiciously 
a~phed 1Il the treatment of hIS dIsorders, are capable of restoring 
hun to health. 

As ~as said before, in eyery other department of science we 
r~eog~lze fixed laws. For. exampll', see Xatural Philosophy, 
~hem1stry, Botany, MathematICS, Astronomy, )Iusic, &c. And is 
It reasonable .to suppose that in the application of medicine tu 
the cure. of d1sease, we are left without chart or compass to direct 
our way r 
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Thank Heaven, this long sought law in medicine is no longer a 
subject of inference. Within the three last quarters of a century 
it has been revealed to man, and the Homeopathic S~hool of Medi
cine, with her thousands of physicians and millions of recipients, 
fully recognises the universality of its applicability to the cure of 
disease. Many men who richly deserve to be classed with the great 
and good, labored and toiled through their li,es long to perfect the 
practice of their beloved profession, but it waH reserved for our 
illustrious founder, S.-DWEL HAH;:I1E:\L\NN, to expound and pub
lish to the world the law expressed in the wonb "similia silllilibus 
rurantur" -" like cures like." He was the honored illstrument in 
the hands of Providence, of discovering this law, and instituting a 
system of cure, based upon it, at once mild and efficient in the 
treatment of disease. * 

To Puracelsus of the 16th ccntury, is due the credit of having 
first suggested the true therapeutic principle. He learned that 
medicines can cure only diseases analagous to those which they are 
capable of producing. The brilliant intellect of Stahl, also distinctly 
recognised the truth of" .<Imilia similibus Cllrantur," and pointed 
out its advantages over the then universal law of cure, "colltr{/rla 
con/raTillS oppollendn," had hc, or Paracelsus before him adopted 
the course of Hahnemann, in experimenting with drugs, in health 
and in disease, and by this means accumulated a sufficiency of facts 
-the incontrovertible arguments in sustaining any theory-Ho
meopathy would long since have been the only system of medicine. 

Both these reformer~ were possessed of gigantic intellects-genius 
indeed of the highest order-and the most exalted moral courage 
which enabled them to disregard the ex-cathedra dogmas of anti-

.* Samuel Hahnemann was born at Meissen, in Saxony, on the 10th of 
April, 1755. At the age of twenty years, with twenty crowns in his pocket 
he set out for Leipsic, to study Medicine. He maintained himself by giving 
private instruction in Greek and French, and by translating English works 
into German. After studying the elementary branches of medicine in the 
Leipsic school, he spent a year in the Hospital at Vienna, and afterwards 
another year at Erlangen, where he took his degree in 1779. Soon after 
entering upon his profession, he became dissatisfied with the prevalent 
mode of treating diseases, because of its uncertainty, and he left th~ beaten 
path of medicine. In 1790, he discovered the great Homeopathic Law, 
"&imilia 3imiliiJm cumntur," and from this time forward, he labored assidously 
to develope the principles of his new discovery, and reduce them to practice 
in the treatment of disease. He took medicine himself, and induced others 
to take it in a state of health, in order to ascertain their posilive effects.
The effects thus obtained, were his guide in the selection of the remedy for 
ILny given case. He had ascertained that medicines cure only dis~ases a~
alagous to those which they are themselves capable of producmg. HiS 
fame is world-wide, and his success without a parallel. He died in his 
eighty-ninth year, full of professional honors. 
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fluity; but they lacked that patient, and self-sacrificing devotion in 
pursuit of facts, and that unbound~d benevolence· and love of man
kind, which so signally characterIsed the career of Ha~ne~aun. 
'fo him therefore should be rendered all the honor of thIs mIghty 
achievement in medicine. 

The weiO"ht of "'Ieat names, and the dogmas of schools, have 
always inte~posed difficulties in th~ way of improvement in medic~ne 
Any man who had the genius. to dIscern, and the cour~ge to publIsh 
to thc world an important dIscovery, and the more Important the 
worse for him was sure to call down the anathemas of these potent 
authurities up~n his devoted head. Witness the persecution meted 
out to Harvey, for the discovery of the circulation of blood; tu 
.fenner, for his discovery of the protective power of vacc~nat~on 
ap;ainst the loathsome, and destructive small pox. After revlewlDg 
the conduct of the profession in the past towards the real pillars of 
the healinO" art, we need not be surprised at the treatment which 
t.he immortal Hahnemann received at the hands of the dogmatists in 
llledicillc. 

It was the laLor~ of this greatest of medical philosupher~ of 
lllodern time,;, by the development of the great therapeutic law 
:Ibove mentioned, which elevated the practical application of 
remedies to the cure of disease, from a mere art to the eharacter of 
a true science. 

And the return made to him fur Lilis mighty achievement, and 
1I10st important service to his race, by the body of the profession, has 
been obloquy and repruach; and to those whu maintain his doctrines 
at the present, proscription and misrepresention. Talent and the 
highest-order of genius have, in too many instances, failed to exon
erate some of the greatest benefactors of our race from the 
reproachful charge of imposture. In evidence of this, the course 
which the profession at large have pursued toward Hahnemann and 
I~omeopa~hy, h.as added one more page of deep disgrace to the 
hlHtory of medICal men. ~\'lthough what has just been said is 
strictly true, when applied tu the profession generally, yet there 
are. fo~n.d many honorable exceptions when the remark is applied 
to mdlvldual members of the profe,,:;ion. 

'We must not. conclude, howev.er! t~at all the opposition of men 
o~ the allopa.thlC school, for opnllOu s sake among themseves, is 
(hre?ted agam~t homeopathy; for we find them equally as much 
embIttered agaInst each other, when occasion occurs fur the exhibi
tion of the real state of feeling in their own rank as they are against 
us. 

Homeopathy has nothing to fear from its enemics of the old 
~chool; the appeal ~as been m~de unto Cresar-the people. And 
who has a better rIght to decIde a question of this kind when 
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doctors disagree, than the people, secing that thc profcssion IS for 
the people, and not the pcople for the profcssion. 

It is now too late in the history of the world to proscribe a man 
on account of his opinions, or even reject his opinions without 
investigation. We have a prolific and free press through which 
every thing of general interest finds its way to the people, and 
nowadays every body reads and thinks and talks. The favoured 
few, no longer have the privilege of manufacturing opinions for 
the many. There is an evident tendency of the common mind, to 
inquire into the nature of new discoveries, and if possible becomc 
acquainted with their principles and claims to confidence. 

When we consider the expansion of knowledge gencrally, and 
the accession of science, which have taken place sincc, or a few 
years previous to the discovery of the great 'homeopathic law, it 
ceases to he a matter of surprise, that the subject of medicinc 
should have shared so larg-ely of the spirit of improvement, and 
undergone the revolution just alluded to, in consequence of thc 
application of the great therapeutic law recognized by our school, to 
the cure of disease. Indeed, when we look ba(jk upon the history 
of medicine, we are struck with astonishment, that its practice 
should have resisted the spirit of improvement oU long, a period of 
one thousand years. 

The natural sciences, wit}:iin a century past, have undergone 
almost a new creation, and Medicine, notwithstanding the efforts of 
its antiquarian protectors, could not resist the flood of light poured 
in upon it from the collateral sciences. It has shared largely in the 
advancement made in almost every department of human knowledge 
within the period just named. The Linnman system of classification 
of the subjects of Natural History, which has done so much towards 
the improvement of the various departments of science, has been 
instituted since. The doctrine of the regular succession of the 
stratified masses constituting the crust of the globe, and forming 
the foundation of the modern science of Geology, has been delivered 
and settled within the same period. In .'\Rtronomy, many discov
eries have recently been made, Many departments of mathematical 
and physical science, which scarcely had an exi8tence before, and 
some of which were absolutely unknown, haye of late years risen to 
great importance. Electricity has assumed a form in science and 
been made subservient to the arts, in a manner altogether distinct 
and very far in advance of that which it bore previously. The 
entire science of Galvanism, which has exerted so great an influence 
on that of chemistry, as well in theory as in practice, and given rise 
to so many disco veri Co, has risen into being since. The true nature 
of thunder and lightning was unknown before. 

To name all the discoveries made in chemical science, within the 
last century, we would be obliged to particularize almost every 

B 
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principlc that is positivcly known: But i~ will a.u~wer our purpose 
for the present, to name a few of these dlscov~r~('~' Such as thc 
constitution of the atmosphere, the compositIOn of water, the 
principles of caloric, and the radiation of heat, tl.le science of crysta.J
ography, and the doctrine of definite proportIOl~S, or the. atomic 
theory. Many ~ub"tanccs then believed to be slluple bodies, arc 
known to be compounds. Two-thirds of all metals known, have 
been discovered since. The polarization of light, which .holds an 
important relation to the sciencc of optics has been dl~covered 
within a few years. c\nll optical instruments 3re u~dergolllg .wo.n
derful improvements evcry day. The use of the 11llCrOScope.1ll Its 
improved condition, promises to open to us new fieldR of SCIence, 
hcretoforc unexplorcrl. 

Thc usc of the stcam ellf'ine has been pressed intu the servi~e of 
luan within a eomparatively short period. And to cap the {'hma.x 
of discovcry in these departments of science, comes up the mag'netIC 
telegraph. 

One hundred years ago, Iln.\' , forty years since, horse power and 
~p{'cd was thc lllOst expeditious means in usc, for conveying intclli
gence and merchandize from one part of our country to another.
Soon after, the steam-boat made its appearance on uur water courses, 
and then the animated steam car was seen puffing along the ironed 
track, at a rate of speed far beyond all precedent in this or any 
previous age. These discoveries and improvcments were great in 
their day, but they have ceased to strike us with astonishment, for 
now we send our thought~ ill hieroglyphics by the lightning's flash. 

While these diSCIJYcril's nnd improvements have been going Oil 

in science, the wonder-working power of the human mind has not 
been confined to it alone. ]~ut the arts aim have demanded and 
received great acce.,,,ions. The improvements of machinery and the 
application of the s('ience of chemistry to the arts, have advanced 
them beyond all calculation. The certain knowledge of the science 
of colors, has taken the place of guess work in dyeing, and of expo
sure to the atmosphere, and the consumption of time in bleaching. 
The Jenny, the Throstle and the :'II ule, have been substituted for 
the ancient distaff and spinning wheel. The wind out-travelling 
Locomotive, has superseded its slow moving predecessors, the ot.agc 
coach and Conestoga waggon. And we are lost in astonishment 
when we consider the increase within a short period of the facilitie~ 
for the dissemination of knowledge affordecl by th~ press. Calcu
lation here can hardly keep pace with improvement. 

From the h~sty re:,iew just taken, we may justly conclude that 
more useful dlscovel'les, and greater advancement in science and 
the arts have been made within the last few years, than have taken 
place in the same length of time in any part of the previous history 
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of the world. And we perceive with joy, that the light of science 
has a~ last penetrated the deep and dark recesses of the speculative 
theones of the Practice of Medicine, and dissipated the long cher
ished Buperstitions of the Old School. 

But it is a source of deep regret that medidne has not formerly 
kept pace with the ot~er arts o~ life. Sir William Knighton, wh~ 
stood at the head. of hIS professIOn, and who was moreover physician 
to George IV. Kmg of England, in one of his private letters pub
lished after his death, touching this point, says: "It is somewhat 
strange t~at, though in many arts and sciences, improvement has 
advanced 10 a step of regular progression from the first, in others it 
has kept no pace with time; and we look back to ancient excellence 
with wonder not unmixed with awe. Medicine seems to be one of 
those ill-fated arts, whose improvement bears no proportion to its 
antiquity. This is lamentably true, although Anatomy has been 
better illustrated, the Materia Medica enlarged, and Chemistry 
better understood." 

We might give a volume of extracts of this character, from those 
highly distinguished in their profession; but we have not now the 
time, nor would it be wholly befitting this occasion. 

In the FIRST place we shall take occasion to show that one of the 
chief causes why the science of Medicine has not kept pace in its 
progress, with the other arts of life, is, that every new step has been 
met with virulent opposition; it has been treated as an innovation, 
it has been denounced as empiricism, as quackery. 

A query naturally arises here. If the principles of the Homeo
pathic system are really so obvious and well established, why is it 
that the whole medical profession have not adopted it? To give 
a full answer to this question would require a lecture by itself. It 
must suffice here to say, that several causes, such as natural indo
lence-the dread of being obliged to go into new trains of laborious 
investigations, the pride of learning-an unwillingness to 
acknowledge that others have learned what they do not know; a 
veneration for old and supposed established doctrines; the reputed 
weakness of credulity, which can be easily induced to believe new 
things, with the supposed dignity of ~nbelief, have all con~pired, 
in every age, to deter men from adoptlOg, and to produce reSIstance 
to new discoveries. 

It took a hundred years before Harvey's discovery of the circu
lation of blood was generally acknowledged. 

How were the teaciings of the immortal Harve:y:, in .regard to 
circulation first received? They were treated wlth Irony and 
contempt, and a torrent of persec~tion followed him ~hrough li~e. 
He was in derision called the Ctrculator! a word 10 the Latm 
meaning Qllack or vdgabond. The united efforts of his enemies to 
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destroy him, were so far successful, that he lost the greater part of 
his practice. 

The eminent men of Rome and Greece, the schools of Egypt 
and Arabia, the great anatomical teachers of the middle ages, were 
ignorant of the circulation of blood, and it was not till the seven
teeth century that it was understood and demonstrated by Harvey. 
The same College of Physicians, who, in after years, opposed the 
improvements of Montague and Jenner, made the circulation of 
the blood the subject of their bitterest satire, and many refused to 
llleet him in consultation, a practice which is scrupulously imitated 
by many of their brethren at the present time. But Harvey lived 
to neutralize the malice of his enemies, and became physician to 
the two first English kings of the Stewart race, James and Charles. 

In the time of Francis I. it was customary to stop the blood after 
amputating a limb, by applying boiling pitch to the bleeding stump; 
Ambrose P.are, principal surgeon to that king, introduced the 
l~qatnre as a substitute; he tied the arteries. And what was his 
reward? He was ridiculed and howled down! and by whom ?
Why by the :Faculty of Physicians, who hooted at the idea of 
hanging human life upon a thread, when boiling pitch had served 
the purpose for centuries. In vain did he plead the success of the 
li~ature, and the agony of boiling pitch. They pursued him with 
the most heartless rancor. 

When antimony was first introduced as a medicine, by Parcelsus, 
the French Parliament, at the instigation of the College of 
Physicians, passed an act making it penal to prescribe it. Yet 
who, at present, disputes its value as a medicine, when properly 
administered ? 

The curative power of cantharides, in dropsy, was discovered by 
Dr. Groenvelt, in 1693. But the Doctor was soon committed to 
Newgate, by a warrant from the President of the College of 
Physicians, for administering cantharides internally! 
. Inoculation for small-pox, p~eviously to the discovery of vaccina

tIOn, was found greatly to mItIgate that loathsome disease. Lady 
Mary ~ontague, ~~o had witnessed its success in Turkey, was the 
first to Introduce It Into England. But how was it received? She 
came possessed of the facilities of rank, talent, beauty, genius, and 
sex, yet, she was the sharer of the common reward of the great 
benefactors of the human race, namely, persecution and reproach! 
Lord Wharncliff, the distinguished gentleman who wrote her life 
says: "Lady Mary protested that in the four or five years imme~ 
d~ately succee~ing her arriv~l ~t home, she seldom passed a day 
WIthout repentIng of her patrIotIC undertaking' and she vowed she 
never would. have attempted it if she had fo;eseen the vexation, 
the persecutIOn, and even the obloquy it brought upon her. The 
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clamors raised against the practicc, and of course against her were 
beyond belief. The faculty all rosc in arms to a mall foretelling 
failure a~d the .most disas~ro~s consequences; the cler~y descanted 
from theIr pulpIts on the ImpIety of thus seekinO' to take events out 
of the hands of Providence; and the common people were taught 
to hoot at her as an unnatural mother who had risked the lives of 
her own children. We now read in grave "Iedical BiooTaphy 
that th~ d~scovery was instantly hailed,. and the method adopted b; 
th~ prmclpal members of the professIOn. Very likely they left 
this recorded; for, whenever an invention or a project, and the 
same may be said of a person, has madc its way so well by itself as 
to establish a certain reputation, most people are sure to find ~ut 
that they always patronized it from the beginning, and a happy gift 
of forgetfulnes~ enables mauy to believe their own assertion. But 
what says Lady Mary of the actual fact and actual time? Why, 
" that the four great physicians deputed by the government to watch 
the progress of her daughter's inoculation, betrayed not only such 
incredulity as to its succe~s, but such an unwillingness to have it 
succeed, such an evident spirit of rancor and malignity, that she 
never cared to leave the child alone with them one second, lest it 
should in some secret way suffer from their interference." 

Vaccination, the discovery of the immortal Je1!1w', which has 
been of such incalculable value to mankind, like other discoveries, 
was received with ridicule and contempt. Jenner was taunted and 
oppressed; and the Royal College of Physicians refubcd to grant 
him their license to practice his profcssion in London, even after 
the value of vaccination had been admitted. The tide of opposition 
did not stop here. The Bible and religious pretensions were made 
engines of attack against him. Not only did somc of the clergy 
unite their ordinary influence with the Medical Profession against 
him, denouncing it as a quackery, but endeavored to prove from 
the Scriptures and the writings of thc Fathers of the Church, that 
vaccination was verily Antichrist. 

Is it a marvel that medical science should have been so tardy in 
ifs progress, when environed by such contingencies? ~Ve have 
made the foregoing observations for the purpose of showmg what 
obstacles may be expected to intcrcept the advancement of every and 
any new principle that may be discovered; and furthermore, for 
the purpos.e of. showing ~hat oppositio~, ~rony and bitterness, f~om 
the profeSSIOn, IS no certam proof that It IS ~rror !hey are opposmg 
or that u;isdom is in imminent danger of dymg With them. 

Solomon de Caus, the discoverer of steam-power, was imprisoned 
in 1615 and it was only in recent time that this agent has. been 
generally introduced. Said Lord Worcester, who visited him:
Misfortune and captivity have deprived him of reason, and when 
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you put him into the cell you shut up the greatest genius of the 
age. Our own Fulton brought to perfection that of· which poor 
Solomon de Caus conceived the first glimpse of truth. 

The history of all new discoveries teach us such sad lessons, we 
may hardly expect that our law of cure will be universally acknow
ledged before the close of this century. 

We come before you on this occasion with a full conviction of the 
superlative advantages of the Homeopathic over the Allopathic, or 
any other system of medicine now in use; and with the assur~ce 
that it is based upon the eternal laws 0/ Nature. We do not claim 
for it perfection in all its details; it is yet in its infancy; but we 
claim for it true philosophical principle, and an immutable basis. 

One of the greatest obstacles in the way of the reception of 
Homeopathy by the people, is the vast difference between it and 
Allopathy. They are separated in principle by a great gulf. Allo
pathy rushes over the organism like a volcano, or an avalanche, 
exhausting all her resources; or, perhaps we may illustrate it by 
the tornado that tosses the mariner's bark so furiously upon the 
lap of the ocean, as to try and strain, and crack every timber in her 
works, while Homeopathy carries on its curative operation with a 
stillness and quietness that is in perfect accordance with the normal 
functions of life. " Allopathy seems to consider disease a material 
something which has unaccountably introduced itself into the system 
and is to be expelled by emetics, cathartics, bleeding, blisters, 
sweating, spitting, &c." " Homeopathy arrests morbid excretions, 
by restoring the diseased organ to its natural condition. Thus 
while Allopathy would expel the mucus collecting in the larynx 
during croup, by vomiting, Homeopathy would apply a remedy 
which would prevent a secretion altogether, by restoring the mucous 
membrane to its normal condition." "Allopathy seeks to cure by 
removing the product of disease. It aims at the effect, rather than 
the cause. Homeopathy accomplishes its work by restoring the 
integrity of the suffering organ." . 

llomeopathy and Allopathy are terms used in reference to two 
systems of medical practice, quite at variance with eaeh other in 
p:incipl~. Homeopathy is base~. upon .the. premises, that every 
disease IS best cured by that medlcllle whICh IS capable of producino
i~ the h~althy bo~y, symptoms, similar to tho.se produced by th~ 
disease, III the stele body. Or, as more bnefiy stated similia 
similibus curantur'; that is, like is cured by like. ' This is 
Homeopathjcall:y. Hence the name of .Ho?Ieopathy for the system, 
and Homeopathists for those who practice It. In contradistinction 
the common medical doctrine has been termed Allopathy and it~ 
professors, Allopaths, from the fact that it employs in the t;eatment 
of disease, medicines which produces an effect, or symptoms, not 
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like, bu~ entirel! different from those produced by the diseaB~. The 
former IS homolOs, homogeneous, or like in its effects pathogeneti
ca~ly ~ and the latter, alios, heterogeneous, or unlike. Then, in 
prInCIple, the two systems differ widely. 

SUJ>pose, gentlemen, that one of you were to apply to me with a 
cold In the head, attended with a copious secretion of' mucous from 
the nostrils and wish me to prescribe for you. I address you thus 
with due I;lrofessional gravity: "Sir, your nose is foul, you have an 
a~cumulatlon. of vitiated secretions in the nostrils. It is indispen
sIble thai thIS be evacuated. I advise you to blow your nose."
You answer that you have done this every five minutes for the last 
twenty-four hours, but experience no improvement, and enquire what 
shall be done next? I reply, "This product of disease must first be 
removed-blow your nose as often as the acccumulation takes place, 
until this is effected, then we will do something further." This 
pres.::ription, I perceive, excites a smile. Why should it? I ask 
in all seriousness. It is but acting upon, and carrying out a 
principle with which we have all been familiar from our earliest 
childhood. It is just as amusing to hear a physician say to his 
patient, "Your Btomach is foul-take an emetic, or a cathartic," as 
to, hear him say, "Your nose is foul, blow it." It will puzzle you 
or your physician to give a more philosophical reason for the practice 
in one case than in the other, for it is equally true of these and all 
similar cases, that these secretions arc not the cause, but the pro
duct of disease, and the mere removal of this continually recurring 
product can have no effect in removing the disease which produces 
it, any more than emptying the waters of a reservoir can dry up the 
fountain that supplies it. 

Among prevailing medical theories, one supposes all fevers to 
arise from inflammation of the brain, another of the stomach, another 
of the spleen, another of the arteries, &c. One supposes fever to 
be the product of local inflammation, another that the local inflam
mation is the product of fever. The theories in regard to individual 
diseases, their nature and treatment, are innumerable. There are 
at least twenty of delirium tremens. There are no less than one 
hundred of fevers, and an equal number of cholera. But in the 
most important and only practical particular, all these clashing and 
contradictory theories agree. 'fhey are all directed in the applica
tion of medicine to disease by no higher or surer guide, than 
disconnected and insulated experiments at the bedside, or pure 
hypothesis. The best reason, perhaps, which a practitioner of these 
schools can assign for.a given prescription is, that he has seen or 
known of its being beneficial in similar cases, But as no two cases 
of disease are ever alike in all their circumstances, we can scarcely 
speak of our experience in any given case, as we have never wit
nessed one which was in all respects like it. Experience here is 
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but analogy at best, and in all new cases of disease, analogy 
extremely loose and vague. If there be any apparent exception to 
the remark that there are in the Allopathic schools no fixed laws, 
controlling the application of medicine-if there be any approach 
to such a law, it consists in giving such articles of medicine as are 
supposed to be oppositfil in their effects to the disease to be treated. 
Thus if the patient is too hot, cooling remedies, called refrigerents, 
are administered-if too cold, heating stimulants are applied. If 
he is weak, supposed strengthening remedies, called tonics, are 
given. If the stomach is sour, soda or other alkalies, are prescribed. 
Diarrhrea is sought to be counteracted by opiates and astringents 
and constipation by laxatives. But this method of curing by con
traries expressed by the phrase "coniraria contrariis Cllrantur," 
could never be reduced to a law, for it did not fail to be observed that 
this mode of treating disease was generally but transient in its effect, 
leaving the system in a worse permanent condition than before, 
with the disease permanently aggravated. Thus a cathartic to 
remove constipation, generally left the patient more constipated
bleeding rendered a repetition the more necessary, and repeated 
repetitions placed him in a condition in which, apparently, he 
could not exist without it. But again, this practice could not be 
reduced to a law, because we were presented with the puzzling fact, 
and it has greatly puzzled physicians in all ages, that medicines 
effected their most prompt, permanf'ut and surprising cures, on a 
precisely opposite principle, viz: that" W~e cures Wee." Thus it 
was observed that instead of cooling a bnrn with cold water, as the 
first rule "ould require, it was much more speedily and effectually 
cured by heating stimulants, as turpentine or alcohol, or even by 
holding it to the fire. Diarrhrea was more effectually treated by 
small doses of laxatives than by opiates and astringents. Much 
more permanent warmth was given to the extremities by rubbing 
them in snow or plunging them in cold water than by a warm foot 
bath. A sour stomach was more effectually treated by small doses 
of sulphuric acid, one of the sourest things in nature, than by soda. 
Two laws thus in diametric opposition to each other, could not of 
course, be both true. Thus all the opposing theories of the Allo
pathic schools converge to a common point of doubt and uncertainty. 
If I might be allowed the apparent egotism of a reference to my 
own ~xperience, I would say that during twenty ye~rs study and 
practICe of these systems, I have felt the truth of thIS uncertainty 
most pR;infully. Having a clea~ perception of the hypothetical and 
uncertalll character of all prevaIllllg systems of practice I have felt 
like one in search of truth indispensible to the proper discharge of 
the fearful responsibilities, which crowd upon one who takes the 
health and life of others in his hands-truth which my reason taught 
me must exist in the established laws of nature, but which I could 
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no where find. Besides an anxious examination of the hypatheses 
of ~he so-called orthodox schools, I have not considered an exami
nation of the Thompsonian and Botanical systems and mesmerism 
as compromising the dignity of a searcher after truth. And thouO'h 
in all thes~ ther~ is more or less developed that is curious or wo"n
derfu.l, or lU .varIOus ways useful, yet none of them supply the great 
praetlCal des!deratum-general and fixed principles on which we 
can depend In our fearful position at the bedside of those who are 
looking to us for the preservation of life and a restoration to health. 
With. ~hese results before rue I have often said to my brother 
practltIOner~ that all the systems of medicine extant appeared to 
me to constItute but one great system of learned empiricism. I 
venture to express the opinion, that medicine, in its present state, 
can prefer no just claims to the appellation of science. * A science 
implies a collection and knowledge of the great principles or laws 
which relate to a given subject. The science of astronomy supposes 
a collection and knowledge of the laws which govern the motions of 
the heavenly bodies. They enable us to foresee what will take place 
among those bodies at a given future period-to foretell their future 
eourse and localities, and thus to predict an eclipse or the return of 
a comet. A science of medicine would suppose a knowledge of 
laws governing the action of remedies, which would enable us to 
determine that action under given circumstances. If a new and 
unheard of disease presents itself, the science of medicine, if it be 
a science, should enable the physician to select and apply tIle 
appropriate remedy and confidently predict its effects. But such a 
law is unknown in all!} of the AllopatMc schools of medicine, and 
it was the painfully conscious want of it that induced the venerable 

* In this view I am abundantly sustained by many of the brightest lumi
naries of the professiou. Bichat, the father of pathology, says: "There is 
not, in the Materia Medica, any general system j but this science has been 
by turns, influenced by those who have ruled in medicine"-" hence the 
vagueness, the uncertainty which now present themselves. The incoherent 
assemblage of opinions, themselves incoherent, is perhaps, of all sciences 
the best representation of the caprices of the human mind. What do I say'! 
It is not a science for a methodic mind j it is a shapeless assemblage of in
exact ideas j of observations often puerile, of deceitful means, of formulas 
as absurdly conceived as they are fastidiously collected." The same .i~ea 
is expressed more quaintly and keenly by D'Alembert. "The physlclan 
being truly a blind man armed with a club, wbo as chance directs the 
weight of the blow will be certain of annihilating either nature or the 
disease." 

A present distinguished medical lecturer in London, does not hesitate 
publicly to declare the whale machinery of existing medical doctrine a sheer 
humbug. "Gentlemen," says he, "you now see the correctness of the late 
Dr. Gregory's statement, that medical doctrines are little better tha.n 
"stark staring absurdities." A volume might be filled with similar sentl
ments from the highest authorities. 

~ C 
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Dr. Parr to retire from the profession, assigning as a reason that. he 
was" tired of guessing." 

Such a law however, exists, and it was reserved for the immortal 
Hahnemann to discover and apply it to the cure of disease. * 

The Cholera, for the first time within the authentic records. of 
history, has broken from its native jungles on the Ganges, and wIth 
steady stride, froUi day to day, approaches the confines of Eastern 
Europe. Terror and dismay precede it, and its course is marked 
by heaps of blue and ghastly corpses. The nations of Europe begin 
to tremble at its anticipated approach, and with puny efforts set up 
thcir sanitary cordons and quarantines, as though the pestilence 
travelled in a coach-and-foul' and upon the solid ground and not 
upon the viewless wings of' the air. Born in the pestilential heats 
of the tropics, it seems to revel in the fiery temperature of India, 
and to rage with e'lual fierccness in the frosts of' a Russian winter. 
~ 0 precautions call cscape it, no travel avoid, no constitution resist, 
no prescription cure its fierce attack. The resources of the medical 
8cience of Europe are deployed in anticipation, but the confused 
and turbulent mcdley uf nie~ that arises frolll the theorizing 
phalanx gives no pl'OllJi,e of healing virtue in its sound, and tho 
onset of the destroycr is awaited in despair. But, unknown to the 
world there is hope. In a little chamber in a slllull town in Ger
many, sits a grey-haired old man, unknown to fame. The cholera 
has not yet reached his land; he has seen no cuse of it, but he is 
intently perusing the descriptions of the diseaEe as given by those 
who were eye-witnesses of its deadly mareh, and ever and anon 
comparing it with a pile of manuscript that lies before him; he works 

* The venerable Hahnem~nn is flippantly spoken of as an insignificant 
quack by upstarts in medicine and even by older members of the profession 
as ignorant of his doctrines ltnd the depth of his knowledge as they are of 
lunar botany. Not so with those who enjoyed the pleasure and the honor 
of his acquaintance 01' an n.cqllaintance with his writings. Hen.r the tcsti
mony of Dr. Valentine jlott, of New York, the boast and glory of American 
Surgery. During his tour in Europe, he visited and formed an acquaintance 
with him. He says of him: ., Hahnemann is one of the most accomplished 
and scientific physicians of the present age." 

Hufeland, the patriarch of German medicine, in his celebrated Medical 
Journal, bears the following testimony: "Homeopathy is advancing in im
portance, and its author is a man to .w.hom we must concede our respect." 

Dr .. Kopp, ~ ~'ery celehrated p~rslclan and elaborate writer on legal and 
practical medICine, thus speaks: Whoever has traced Hahnemann's career 
with a critical eye, whether as an author, teacher, or founder and master of 
a new sc~ool, mus~ be ~truck w~h his. ge~ius fo~ investigation, originality 
of re.flectl?n and glgany~ powers of mmd. " HIS researches respecting the 
8pecI~c v~rtue of D?-e~ICmes ~nd the am~unt o~ susceptibility in the human 
nrgawzatlOn to their ImpressIOn, are of Imperishable importance to art"
We might mUltiply similar quotations to any amount. How ridiculou~ to 
hear small men in the profession, apply to such a man the epithet of quack I 
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steadily on, and a gleam of quiet exultation lights up his noble 
features as ho takes a pen and writes three words only: CAMPHOR, 
COPPER, HELLEBORE. Out of the realms of nature without ever 
having seen the disease, he has selected these three' substances as 
the. remedies to subdue its power. And experience confirms the 
choIce! In the. presence of these three, as it were controlling 
powers, ~he pestilence has lost its sway; it yields gently, kindly 
and rapIdly; the most opposite theorists, the most varied minds, 
the most prejudiced observers, in the most widely separated lands, 
all concur in bearing a unanimous testimony to the efficacy. of the 
remedies of the old man's choice. 

Yet once more. A warlike encampment appears in that blood
stained battle ground of Europe, Central Germany. Excess, riot, 
intemperance, filth, and the closeness of a crowded camp have bred 
a pestilential fevcr; thc hospitals are full, and yet the sick abound 
and the dead cannot be removed in time to make way for new can
didates for a similar place and a similar removal. In the midst of 
the dead and dying we behold the same benevolent figure that we 
saw before, his back slightly stooping from age and the gray hair 
streaming around his venerable temples. He examines the sick 
with great care and minuteness, passes from one to another, gather
ing with earnest attention the various symptoms, and after a day 
spent in this toil, reaches his hOllle in deep thought. His books and 
manuscripts are referred to for a moment, and his figure appears to 
expand, as with one hand he seems to reach to a neighboring hedge 
and pluck thence a br!J0n.y vine, while with the other he stretches 
across the broad Atlantic to the forests of the New World to obtain 
the poison ivy. These he declares to be the remedics for the fever 
he had witnessed, and 

" -as the bright sun compacts the precious stone;' 

so the light from the multiplied experience of nearly half a century, 
far from weakening his assertion, has compacted it into the strength 
and solidity of adamant. 

Here, indeed, is a brilliant, a glorious solution of that terrible 
problem of therapeutics! By what magic has this been effected?
What league has this old man entered into with the secret intelli
gences of Nature that he stands at the bedside of the sick, and 
when all the powers and agencies of the universe throng around 
him, entreating to be used, he can with discriminating finger select 
that one and that alone, that shall be serviceable in the case before 
him? He has dived dtep into the recesses of Nature and has 
brought up. a pearl of price-a universal principle, by the aid of 
which the question, "What will relieve?" is satisfactorily solved, 
not only for an isolated case or two, but for all possible cases in all 
possible forms. He has called it the homeopathic principle, and 



20 LECTUl::: ON THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE, 

the secret is this: when you find a patient suffering, select that 
remedy which, having been previously administered to a healt~y man, 
has produced in him a similar suffering. How simple is thIS rule ! 
It is no theory-it is a practicalla,w-it obviates entirely the neces
sity of the intermediate step which we have seen to introduce so 
much fallacy and falsity into practice, and brings the very sufferings 
of the patient face to face with the remedy without the chance of 
mistake or misconception. It admits of no theory, it interferes with 
no theorising; if the physician choose to befog himself with hypo
theses of irritation, or inflammation, sthenia or asthenia, humorism 
or solidism, so much the worse for him, but he leaves thenl- in his 
closet-at the bedside they have no place; there the sole questions 
are-What does the patient suffer ? and-What agency has produced 
similar suffering in the healthy? 1'he simple answer to these ques
tions settles the whole difficulty, and whether the vital force be in 
excess or defect, whether the brain or the intestines be inflamed, the 
cure takes place in accordance with the unfailing law. He who ash 
and answers these questions at the bedside, and administers the 
remedy accordingly, is a homeopathic physician-he who selects a 
remedy on any other ground is not. 

1'he Homeopathic philosophy is, that nature, always, in the contin
gencyof disease, puts on a curative effort. The concomitant symp
toms aTe not the (Usease, but a recuperative effort of Nature to re
pulse it, and to restore the equilibrium of the system. Consequently, 
the first inquiry of the scientific practitioner, is, How is Nature at 
work to dislodge this enemy? What is shc trying to do ? And 
how is she trying to do it? He seeks to make himself perfectly ac
quainted with the modus operandi, or the phenomena put on by 
Nature in the case in hand, and when he has, by careful inquiry 
and observation, satisfied himself of the character of N atnre' s efforts, 
he then seeks a remedy that will excite the ver!! same class ojfullr:
lions that Nature is already employing for her own salvation or re
covary. 

For instance: A person takcs a violent cold, and is thrown into a 
fever. Now the fever is not the cold, but it is a phenomena· a 
symptom put on by Nature to relieve herself of the obstructions' or 
derangements produced by the cold. Hence, it is the most comn;on- . 
sense thing in the world, that if we would help Nature out of this 
difficulty, we must act in perfect harmony with her efforts. It is 
certainly un philosophical that our first efforts should be of a character 
calculated to cripple her chief facilities! Instead of increasing her 
embarrassment,. b.y re.ducing her strength, an~ . in~icting upon her 
new sources of lITltatlOn, we must (to use familIar Illustrations) lift 
just where Nature is lifting. We must try to excite the same claSH 
of functions that she is fetching into requisition. We must seek a 
perfect acquaintance with her efforts. 1\r e must act in entire sub-
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scrviency to her will. Natnre must bc the captain and we must 
be her well-disciplined aud obedient servants. She :u.ust hang out 
the indications, and we must second her efforts. 'Ve must not do 
the work for her, but we must work lVilh her, and in entire subserviency 
tu her. 'Ve must not take the work into Olll' olcn hands but let 
the hand of .Nalure direct, and we hold ourselves in readinesH to 
give her a helping hand in the whole of her undertakings. 

The great secret, then, of the healing art is to seek jir"l, as far 
as possible, a perf,'ct fauliliarity with the ~ylllptomatic phenolIlena 
of nature in any given case of disease; and, secondly, to become ac
([uainted with the pathogenetic action, and therapeutical propertieH 
of remedies, so that we lllay appropriately second every recuperative 
effort of Ila ture. 

This i" the crowning ;,!"lory of IIumeopath!}, viz. : it is based upon 
a fixed and invulnerable law in nature; a law which is unchangeable, 
inviolable, eternal! It is a demonstrated principle, which entitles 
it to a rank among the sciences. ~ay, qualifiedly alIlong the e,m('/ 
seiences. All other systellls of medicine are destitute of such a prin
ciple, and hence their whole horizon is ]""skirted with cloudy un
certainty. They give such a drug for such a disease, &c. &c., with
out any regard to It great unchangeable principle in its pathogenetic 
action, and hence their frequent disappointment, anti common dis
agreement. 

To lIahnemann the world is indebted for the discovery of the 
great homeopathic principle. In 1790, while engaged in the trans
lation of Cullen's Materia _\Iedica into German, dissatisfied with tht' 
author's explanation of the action of bark in curing intermittent fe
ver~, he resolved to try it on his own person. He did so, and found 
the symptoms it produced resembling those of ague. And here the 
g~'eat pri?,ciple bUl:st ul?on hi.s mind. 1!e pursued it, an? .found to 
Ius astolllshment, 1Il Ius varIOus experIments, that medICines pro
duced symptoms altogether similar to those in the diseases against 
whil!h they were known to act as specifics. Thus was the great prin
ciple eonceived and time and testings have demonstrated its truth; 
and as easily might the maniac hush the roarings of the Niagara, as 
the onward rushing of this great truth can be hushed by the oppu
Rit.ion it lllay encounter. 

On examining the records of medicine, he found the writings of 
others to confirm his own ob,servation. He found that medical 
writers had recorded oppression of the stomach, vomiting and diar
rhrua indiO'estion, debi'lity and jaundice among the effects produced 
by the bal':k and yet that this was precisely the combination of 
symptoms fo~ the cure of which, the highest authorities recolUmend
ed and all employed the bark with success. Here was ~ strange 
fact which could not escape the observant eye and the 10gJcal scru-
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tiny of Hahnemann. He pondered and queried. The ~ame article 
produced in the healthy oppression of the stomach and indigestion, 
and curcd them in the sick-prodl'ced great prostration of strength 
and restored streu~th to those who were debilitated bv disease-pro
duced jaundice a~d cured it. He asked himself: ;:I~ this au ano
maly in medicine r or do other articles act on this ~allle principle ?'. 
He employed hiH own unrivalled powers of observation and his al
mOl't boundless reading to collect facts on this subjcet. The results 
produced astonishment which every day's inYC~tigation increased. 
He found thc bark far from being a solitary example. On the other 
hand, he found an example of the same law in almost every medi
cine, in thc works of almo~t every medical author ill every age, 
though not one of th('sc authors, probably, had evcr dreamed of the 
existence of the law of which they had furnished so lUallY exalllple~. 
The following examples will illustrate the character of these facts. 
He found from the medical r"cords of that period, that the sweating 
~ickness ~Il England in the Lith l't'lltury, carried off about ninety
nille out f)f ('very hundred attacked with it, until physicians, in the 
proee8,~ of experimenting, resorted to the usc of diaphoretics, that i~ 
sweatiug medieines. after which ~carcely a patient died. Strange 
indeed, that a di>'C'ase, the prominent feature of which is, t.hat the 
patient is sweating to death, should be speedily cured by giving 
him medicines to make hilll sweat. 

Tobaceo, every une knows, produces giddiness nausea, anxiety, 
trembling, and prostration, yet he found that the physieians, when 
attacked with this train ofs~1l1ptoms, while attending the victims of 
!l peculiar epidemic in Holland, promptly relieved themselves hy 
smoking. . 

;\Icdical writers had recorded attaeks of epilepsy with tremors 
:tlld convulsions produced on the inhabitants of Kamtschatka by 
the use of the agarcllls 1nuscarius, a speeies of mushroom, while 
other writers had recorded examples of epilepsy, attended with 
~imilar tremors and convulsions, cured by the same article. 

The oil of anis~ had been uscd for centuries tr) cure pain of the 
,tomach and coltc, but the examples were numerous in medical 
writers, of the oil of anise }Jl'odncing pain of the stomach and colic. 

He found high authorilies recommending, from their c'wn ob
servation, the use of jalap and senna to cure griping and pain of 
the stomach and bowels; but no fact is better known than that both 
these articles produce these very symptoms, and hence the domestic 
practice of combining anise seed with them to pre,-ent these effects. 

One writer had published an account of the solanum nigrum 
taken by mistake producing enormous dropsy of the whole body' 
while two p~ysician8 were publishing cases of the cure of dropsy b; 
the same artlcle. 
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He found,. on equally good and equally numerOU8 authorities, 
that stl'amODlUlIl produced and cllred, delirium, convulsions and 
chorea. 

'While some physicians had seen hy08cinmus produce convulsion8 
resembling epilepsy, as many more had at.tested the cure of such con
vul~ions with it. The same IIrticle had been seen to produce a certain 
varlety of mental derangement, and just this variety of derangement 
had been frequently cured by it, while it had failcd to cure other 
varieties. One of the most marked effects of the same article, as 
often observed, was a spasmodic constriction of the throat, so as to 
prcvent swallowing; but the celebrated Dr. Withering, having such 
a case of constriction of thc throat to treat, could make no impre~
sion on it, till he gave the hyosciamus, which speedily cured it. 

He found, among the acknowledged effects of the free use of 
nitric acid, salivation and ulceration of the mouth, while the same 
article wa~ generally rccolllmended fur the cure of mercurial saliva
tion and ulceration. 

Tea produces, in those IIOt "I:custolllcd to it~ use, anxiety, trem
bling and palpitation of the heart; }'l't. every lady knows that a 
moderate quantity of tea is an excellcnt remedy for these very 
symptoms. TheRe fl'\\' examples will serve to indicate the character 
of the facts whieh Hahnemalln', reading and observation daily ac
cumulated, until hc found that what waR true of the bark was 
equally true of c\'ery medicine whose nction he had been able ac
curately to a>"'cl'taiu by reading or observation. The,c facts had 
at length lJI:eome as numerous u" the medicines whose effects lwd 
been at all minutely detailed, alld ad numerous as their various ap
plications, and they were nil but ~o many exa\llple~ and proofR of 
the law, ".~ill1il;{/ "lm/til;'I., "I/J'f/llf""," not an exception to which 
he had yet bcen able to find. This wonld have been sufficient, and 
more than sufficient to satisfy any lUan who had eyer constructed a 
llIedical tlll~lJr'y. Not so with Hahnemanu. His logical mind had 
already become thorou~hly di~gusted with the universal prevalence 
of them'ie& ba'l'd UpOIl insuffieient facts or undisguised hypothesis. 
These facts, numerous as they were, were not sufficiently numerous 
t" justify his rigidly indtH:tiye and truth-loving mind in inducing 
from thelll the uilivel'sality of the law. In order for It ill! to be 
,satisfied of the llni\'('r~ality of t.he tl'Uth, that medicillcs cure in the 
sick, thc sylllpt.OIllS which they produec in the healthy, it was 
nce('ssar,)' for him to know precisely what symptoms t.hey werc 
cal'.,ble of ex(·iting in tlw healthy. But.. ~ere he, with the wholc 
lIIedieal world, was Ra3Iy at fault. Physlclalls had not been accus
tOlllcd to g-i VI: medicines to the hl·althy . No experil1lent.~ lJad ever 
been instituted for the pm'pose of arriving at this knowledge.
Hitherto the eft'ects of medicines had only been observed in case . .; 
of poisoning, or when medicinal substances had been taken by 
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mistake, 01' when given to the sick. In the two former cases the 
instances had been too unfrequent and too loosely observed to be 
essentially useful. The latter must be a very impelfect method of 
ascertaining the effects of medicine, since it is impossible to dis
tinguish the effects produced by the medicine from those producrtd 
by the disease. Besides, mcdicines were then given, even 
oftener than now, in compounds of two, t.hree, half-a-dozen 
or a dozen articles combined together. In all these cases it is 
manifestly impossible to distinguish the efi"ects produced by each of 
these ingredients in the compounds, mingled, modified and coun
teracted as they are by each other. Such was the meagre knowledge 
of the properties of medicines possessed by the medical world but 
about half a century ago. In order, then, to arrive with certainty, 
at the truth of the Homeopathic law, it was indispensable to prose
cute a long series of original and difficult cxperilllents. It was 
necessary that persons should take, in succession, each of the rem
edies to be employed in medicine, until it should produce all the 
effects which it was capable of producing, compatible with safety. 
But the establishment of this grcat law of medicine, if true, waR of 
inconceivable importance. It would at once convert the ~trt of 
medicine into a Science-endless conjecture into certainty. In 
view of its importance, the great heart, the philauthropic spirit, the 
truth-loving intellect of lIahnemann did not he~itate. He re~olved 
to become himself the subject of eXf0riment, and to offer hilllself, 
if need be, a sacrifice upon the altar of truth, of science and of 
humanity. With an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and an 
unconquerable love of truth, and a self-sacrificing devotion to thc 
interests of mankind never surpassed, he commenced administering; 
medicines to himself, observing a rigid system of regimen, removing 
himself from all influences which could interfere with their action 
and noting with great exactness, all their effects. To his great 
relief, he was soon afterwards joined by several other highly scien
tific members of the profession and numerous pupils, who each 
with their families, became the subject of experiment. Each ot· 
the medicines was given to persons of different ages, sexes and 
temperaments until they had produced all the efl·ects they were 
capable of producing compatiable with the safsty of the subject 
and all these effects were carefully recorded in the order of thci; 
production. All the properties of some two hundred articles of 
medicine were tIll~S minutel-f a~certained. under the scrutinizing eyc 
of Hahnemaun hImself. SImIlar expel'lments have since been in
ccssantly prosecuted by Homeopathic physicians, to the present 
time, and thus the Materia Medica continually enlarged. Thill 
process of experiment, even by the admission of the most 
learned and candid of the Allopathic schools, was the first re
liable foundation that was ever laid for a correct Materia Medica-
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for a work containing a true record of the properties and all the 
properties of the medicines of which it treats. ' 

Homeopathy has .during. sixty-s~ven years of existencc, a vastly 
more perfect Materia Medica, an lOcomparably better knowledge of 
the properties of medicines than Allopathy has obtained in two 
thousand years, or can obtain while the world stands by its present 
method. We have a minute and complete knowledge of about 400 
remedies, all the medicines we employ. There is more knowledge 
to be obtained from one work of Homeopathic Materia Medica, than 
in all the Allopathic libraries of the world. And this knowledgc of 
the properties of medicine is obtained in the only possible way of ob
taining it, viz: by each medicine being taken by persons in perfect 
health sufficiently long and in sufficient quantity to produce all the 
effects they are capable of producing compatible with safety, and 
carefully recording all these effects. 

There was now an opportunity to test thc universality of the 
truth of the Homeopathic law. It now only remained in thc treat
ment of disease, to select and apply such medicines as had been 
found by former experiments, to produce the same group of 
symptoms, and in the same order as those presented by thc disease 
to be cured. If, in curable diseases, these rcmedies, thus applied 
always produces prompt and permanent cures, then this law of thc 
action of remedies would be established. It must suffice to say 
that Hahnemann's absolutely enormous practice-a practice per
haps exceeding in amount that of any man in any agc, and 
its amazing successful results for more than half a century, 
fully satisfied even his perhaps over-scrupulous mind, and dissi
pated every doubt of the universality of the great law "simili(~ 
similibus mrantztr"-of the final establishment of a principlc upon 
which the physician could rely, instead of spending his life in guess
ing and experimenting at the expense of his patients. The only 
thing in which Hahnemann hesitated was in publishing the results 
of his experiments to the world. In answer to the earnest entreaties 
of Doctor Guenther, one of his early friends, not to keep from the 
world the benefit of his discoveries, he used to reply: "My dear 
friend, you do not know what nest of wasps I shall stir thereby. 
The physicians will kill me." The same test has equally satisfied 
thousands of the most gifted minds in Europe and America, who have 
been converted to this doctrine from the Allopathic schools. Every 
day in the life of every Homeopathic practitioner, adds new and 
delio-htful confirmation to this trllth. Not an exception has yet been 
'fou~d in relation to anyoarticle that has yet been employed in medi
cine. We claim, then, that no natural law is established by a more 
legitimate and unquestionable induction. With as much propr~ety 
might it be demanded of us, that we should elevate every lOdlVldu-
301 ponderous body from the surface of the earth, to see if it will 

D 
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fall again, before we admit the truth of tIle law of gravitation, ~~ 
that we should delay induction of the truth of the HomeopathIC 
law until it shall be tested by experiments with every medicinal 
substancc that liay hereafter be discovered. 

But I am fully sensible, from the experience of Illy own incre
dulity, of the difficulty of admitting it even after it is philosophically 
established. It iH in such direct opposition to all our educational 
notions of the action of remedies! But let us familiarize ourselves 
a little with the principle, inquire into its raflflilale, and see, if 
upon further acquaintance, it does not commend itself to our ap
proval, by conforming to our common ~ense and experience. 

'Ve shall find that this law of "similia simililms" is founded 
upon, and necessarily grows out of, a law of vitality-a law regu
lating' the vital principle. It is necessary that we become acquainted 
with the modus operandi of this vital principle. Let us in thi~, as 
in all other ea~es of science, question nature. My hands are of a 
low temperature, and I plunge them into cold water or rub them in 
snow. What is the result? In a short time they are glowing wi th 
warmth. Is this result a freak of nature-an anomaly? or is it an 
example of a law in nature, like all her laws, universal and invariable? 
Let us learn, if we have not yet learned, that nature has no freaks 
-no anomaliC's. This result is but an example of a law of vital re
action which it sllall be our aim briefly to illustrate'. The law may 
be thus stated: "\\'henever any agent having' the power to excite 
an unnatural action in the system, is so applied as to be felt, the 
vital principle is excited to oppose its effects, and to produce a ~tate 
the opposite uf that which this agent tends to produce." This vital 
reaction against unnatural agencies, (and all medicines are of course 
such,) invariably manifests itself, unless the power of the aC!'cncy is 
so great as to overpower vital reaction altogether. Thus 'when I 
rub my hands, though already cold, in snow, by this law the vital 
principle re-acts against it, and endeavors to produce a state the 
opposite of that which the snow tends to produce; and it is so 
sucessful in this attempt that it not only overcomes the influence 
of the cold which I have applied, but it has acquired such an im
petuB in consequence of being rallied by the additional cold that it 
overcomes that which. previously existed, and my hands in 'spite of 
this double oppositi~n become hot. .Take an opposite example. 'I 
burn my hand. It 18 now hot, red, mflamed and painful. On the 
principle of the prevalent schools of medicine, (" contraria contra
rius, opponenda,") I shall apply cold. And what would be the effect? 
Why, the heat and pain would be alleviated for a short time but 
the vital principle is aroused in opposition to it, and it soon bec~mes 
more red, hot and painful than ever. Hence, experience without 
a knowledge of the principle, has taught the profeRsion th~t cold to 
a ,burn, though a comfortable temporary palliative, is a bad curative. 
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B~t let us adopt au op~)Qsite treatlll~nt, and apply a highly heating 
stimulant, such as spmts o( turpentIne or alcohol. The vital prin
ciple re-acts against this also, and endeavors to produce a state the 
opposi~e of. that wl~ich this a~plication tends to produce. It suc
ceed~ III thiS, and In a short tllne the heat, pain and inflammation 
subside and a comfortable coolness COIlle'S on, in spite of the heat of 
the burn and the additional heat applied. 

Take other. and varied examples. A Illall takes a glass of brandy. 
Its t~ndency IS to prodnce increased ~trength, activity and vivacity 
of mInd and body. But there is a vital principle within which 
will certainly re-act against it, and overcome it, and establish a state 
directly the reverse of it, and a few hours afterward~, we shall find 
this man weak, languid and inactive. 

Strong coffee stimulates the faculties to unnatural activity, but it 
leaves behind a sensation of heaviness and drowsiness. 

A restless patient is put to sleep Oll opium, but on the following 
night he is more restless and sleepless than before. A patient takes 
a laxative to relieve constipation; after its action constipation is 
increased. But we can only dwell on these examples sufficiently to 
illustrate the principle. Examples mi~ht be ad .. luccd as numerous 
as medicines and thcir applications. I have selected these few 
from their fallliliarity to those who have made medicine a study. 
But a sufficiently extended examination "ill show the principle to 
be universal. It is to this re-active principle that the Homeo
pathist. addresses all his prescriptions, while the Allopathist acts 
on a directly opposite principlc, depending on the primary effects 
of his medicines which are always transient, tu prodnce the desired 
state, while the re-active effort which is lasting and permunent is of 
a directly opposite charactcr from that which he aimed to produce. 
How lllany examples of this deceptiye and short lived improvement, 
followed, necessarily, by permanent and lasting injury, crowd upon 
the mind! Permanent constipation following thc use of laxatives, 
lasting debility succeeding the use of tonics and stimulants, perma
nent irritability and restlessness the use of opintes, &c., &c., ad 
infinit Itrn. 

As it is my main object to imbue your minds with a knowledge 
of the great law of cure, as a snre and scientific basis of the treat
ment of di~casc by medicine, in contrast with Allopathic empiri
cism, you will pardon me if I enlarge on this hranc. of the subject 
a little farther, and contra~t the manner in which the Allopathic 
and the Homeopathic physician treats disease. 

'What an Allopathic student learns of the practice of medicine 
amounts to this: Hc takes up the study, for example, of fevcr, 
with the view of preparing himself to treat it. He reads, first, a 
description of the disease, and then proceeds to the trcatment. He 
reads that one distin~nished writer recolllmends cold afi'uHions, while 
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another disagrees with him and thinks thcm dangerous. Onc ad
vises wine, and another insists that the paticnt should have the 
most coolin~ drinks only. Many prescribe Peruvian bark, or qui
nille, a part of them because they think it a febrifuge, and another 
part because they decm it a tonic. Others object to these remedies 
altogethllr, because they believe them heating and fever producing 
remedies. Some recommend a free use of cathartics, and otlters 
warn the young practitioner against their use. And so on !<' 
the end of the chapter, almost every remedy in the MaterIa 
)Iedica being regommended by some and repudiated by others. 
The author closes his lucid account of treatment by giving his own 
practice, and the student, thus furnished, goes forth to takc the lives 
of men in his hands, at liberty, under the sanction of high authori
ties to employ just what remedies he pleases, and sadly puzzled to 
make a choice. But in all his study he does not get the first 
glimpse of a law of cure. The best reason he can give for admin
istering any remedy is, that somebody thinks he has fonnd it useful. 

}ledicine, ha~ therefore, certainly been no fitting study to any 
one as a matter of science, simply because there was no science in 
it, and it is not strange that the profession have discouraged the 
practical investigations of laymen. 

But we repeat that the application of medicine to a disease is, 
nevertheleHs, a science, with laws fixed, simple and easily uuder
stood, aud therefore open to the knowledge of all. 

Let us refer to two of these laws as intimately conneeted with 
the great law of cure, even at the risk of some repetition of thought. 

First law. Every medicine produces two directly opposite effects 
in the order of time-the first primary and transient, the other, 
secondary and permanent. 1'0 illustrate by :II! example: A patient 
takes a cathartic. Its first or primary eflect is, to stimulate the 
intestines to an unusual and unnatural effort to expel their con
tenis. But this effect is transient, continuing only a few hours. 
The secondary effect iH just the rever5e, viz: unusual and unnatural 
inactivity and torpor, or constipation. 

Again. An opiate is given to allay pain and procure rest by 
diminishing or benumbing sensibility to the causes of 8ufferin<r. 
This purpose is transiently answered by its primary effect, but th?R 
~oon ceases, a~d. t.hen comes the opposite or secondary effect, yiz: 
lIlcreased senSIbIlIty to the causes of annoyance. And so true is 
nature to herself-so inflexibly adhcrent to her own laws, that the 
physician may persist as long as he pleases in his infractions of this 
vital law, and she will maintain her resistnnce to the last or until 
the struggle ends in exhausted ..,itality nnd death. Th~ same ill 
true of all other remedies. 

If you send for a physician wb., preecribes a cathartic, or laxa
tive, you can very properly ask your m .. dica! lIdviRer; "'Vhat, sir, 
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is to be thc primary effect of this dose 7" If he answers: II To 
stimulate the bowels to greater activity," you may then very 
properly reply: II My dear sir, as I have learned the laws of cure 
this eff~ct will be but transient, while a secondary alld opposit~ 
effe.ct, VI.Z: increased torpor and constipation will inevitably follow, 
whICh WIll be lasting, and the effect of your prescription will be to 
affo.rd me temporary ~lleviation a~ the expense of a lasting aggra
vatIOn of the very dIfficulty WhICh you aim to cure. I should 
certainly be glad to be relieved of my present embarrassment, but 
this is obtaining present liquidation at a higher rate of interest 
than I can afford to pay. I prefer to suffer a little now to suffering 
so much more hereafter. I am obliged to you for your offer of 
present relief, even on such hard terms, but really, sir, I feel obliged 
to decline it." And the same reasoning applies to all remedies 
administered on Allopathic principles. 

Second law. All medicines produce two exactly opposite effects, 
according to quantity; that is, small and large doses produce oppo
site effeets. .\. small dose of opium produces exhilaration and 
wakefulness-a large dose languor, ~tupor and sleep. Very small 
doses of rhubarb, mercury and other cathartics allay irritability of 
the bowels, and thus cure dysentery-large doses produce irrita
bility and diarrhea. Very small doses of emetic tartar, ipecac, 
&c" allay irritability of the stomach and thus cure vomiting and 
cholera-morbus-Iarge doses produce these very states. 

The one is the disease-curing and the other the disease-producing 
effect. This law is equally practical with the first. Guided by it, 
the physician will so administer his medicines as to secure their 
secondary or lurative effects, and avoid their primary or diseas(;
producing effects. And patients when properly informed, will be 
wise enough to refuse a prescription made in violation of this law. 
They will say to the physician who prescribes for them large doses, 
(and all Allopathic doses are large, though they may call them 
small,) II Sir, I consulted you for the purpose of being cured, and 
you offer me a drug in a dose that will make me sick. The law of 
cure, as I understand it, makes it no part of the business of a 
physician to produce disease, but his exclusive business is to cure it. 
I must insist on your treating me in obedience to, and in harmony 
with the now well understood laws of cure, or 1 must take the treat
ment into my own hands." 

Homeopathy being established on a fixed law, an invulnerable prin
ciple, its practitioners can never disagree i wnile among the.allopathic 
schools, nothing is more common than dIsagreement. It IS so COIll

mon that, "Who shall decide when doctors disagree?" has become an 
adage. But in Homeopathy it cannot be so. It is true, a comp!e
hensive mind associated with an extensive experience, may prescrIbe 
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much more successfully than another; but it is utterly impossible 
for them to disagree in the principle of therapeutical agency. 

\\' e Hhall now proceed to take into consideration the subject of in
IlllifeB/mul. or minute, doses. This is what constitutes the front of 
'our offending; the OTeat hobby of our opponents; and they have 
ridden it quite threadbare, "without understanding what they say, 
or whereof they affirm." The doctrine of infinitesimal doses, con
stituted no ori~inal or necessary part of Homeopathy. In perfect 
accordance with both the theory and primary experiments, medi
cines may be ~iven homeopathically find still in large doses. 
ilut experience· has proved, that, in the treatment of disease, to 
create a mcdicinal excitement greater than that superinduced by 
the disease, is not only injurious, but highly dangerous. If the 
medicines arc too strong, an aggravation is the result, and it is much 
less hazardous to have the exciting influences rather feeble, than a 
little too strong. When the medicinal influence is too strong it 
over exeitc~, and instead of simply aiding or supporting nature's 
effurts, it throws her out of balance, confuses her energies, and 
gi I'l'S her ncw and incrcased difficulties to contend with. 

Tho,ic who have apprehended the principle of "similia simililJ!/s 
"lIl'al/j/l)'," cannot fail to see the nccessary consequence of sma.ll 
doses. They will see that we do not give medicine to obtain its 
primary or direct effect, but to excite the reaction of the vital 
principle, and thus enable us to overcome the very slight primary 
ctl"ect producetl by the medicine, and the disease at the Rallle time, 
a,~ in the case of applying cold to the hands to excite warmth. 
~\ patient is attacked with nausea and is on the point of vomiting. 
I\' c giyc him an article which will produce such nausea and vom
iting in a h<>althy subject. But will a large dose be likely 
to cure his sickness? Will it not on the other hand be cer
tain ,to af!',c;ravate it? In like manner, will a patient with 
inflammatory fever bear large doses of stimulants with impunity? 
Another is laboring under headache, cloiely resembling that pro
duced by belladonna. Will he bear large doses of h€'lladonna 
without aggravating it? Medicine by Allopathists given to produce 
nn indirect effect upon the diseased part, through sound and distant 
organs; thus a headache is treated by acting upon the hcalthy 
stomach or bowels by ~n emeti~ o.r ~athartic: Here large doses may 
be borne; but very dIfferent IS It If we gn'e a remedy which acts 
directly and specifi.cally upon the diseased organ, as bella
donna does upon a disease.d head ~nd an emetic upon a nauseated 
stomach. In HomeopathIc practIce we always prescribe medi
cines which act directly upon the discased part. How pre
posterous the argument that our doses can produce no effect upon 
the sic.k, ~ecaus~ a man, in sound health can bear a much larger 
dose With Illlpumty! Suppose I meet one of these objectors with 
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a burnt finger. I place mJ finger at a comfortable distance from 
the fire and invite him to place his at its side. He does so but 
inst~n.tly withdraws it in agony of pain. I ridiculc his pret~nded 
sensItlveness to such a moderate dcgree of heat, because it pro
duces no uncomfortable effects on mc. I find him shut up in a pro
f?undly da~~ room with inflamlllation .of the eyes. I admit a ray of 
hght by rmsmg the corner of a curtam, and he screams with pain. 
I laugh at him for pretending tu fccl a powerful effect from such a 
quantity of light, becanse I have borne the full blaze of day with
out inconvenience. This is no more preposterous and absurd, than 
to ridicule the idea of small doses producing an effect when actin"" 
directly on a diseased organ which is therefore peculiarly sensitiv~ 
to its effects, because the same doses produce no palpable effects 
upon an individual free from disease. 

In health, then! are certain natural stimuli which arc essential to 
the continued wcll-being of the individual, like food and drink, 
pure air, exercise, re~t and sleep. Under eirculllstances of health, 
these stimuli not only serve the purpose of keeping the functions of 
the body in operation, but their action is a constant source of 
pleasure. In certain diseased conditions of the organism, the per
ceptive and sensitive facuIties aC'luire a susceptibility to impressions 
which is truly extraordinary. The hearing becomes 80 acute that a 
whisper may be distinctly uliderstood from one apartment to another. 
The smallest particle of food or drink will irritate a gastritis 
stomaeh. One inhalation of cold air will irritate an inflamed lung. 
One ray of light will produce the most exquisite pain to the in
flamed eye. How intolerable do condiments become to the taste, 
or odors to the smell, or music and sound to the ear. The impartial 
observer can now understand why minute doses of specific medicine 
can produce such powerful impressions upon diseased structures, 
when it is brought into actual contact with the sensitive, diseased 
fibres, as it is when given Homeopathicly. l\Iany modern writers 
are fully aware of the great changes which takes place in the living 
fibres during disease, and their susceptibility to idlpressions. They 
concede, also, that no two distinct diseased actions can exist in the 
same structure at the same time, but that the more powerful action 
must supersede the weaker one, and usurp its place. They are per
fectly familiar with these important facts, yet their prejudices, 
their veneration of the antiquated dogmas of the schools, and in 
many instances, their lacIi, of moral courage, prevent them from 
even investigating the subject in its practical bearings. It is owing 
to the culpable perversity of Medical men, that medicine has made 
such slow advancement, and were it not for the few bold spirits 
which now and then spring up, and break through the ab~urd 
mists of c~nturies, scattering venerated errors to the wind and Illu-
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minating their course by facts, the art wonld ever remain a stigma 
upon the intelligence, and a curse to the world. 

It should be borne in mind, that the object is not to give medi
cine in such appreciable, or strong doses, as to produce great chemi
cal changes in the system. Nature is her own best chemist; anI! 
to take that work out of her hands is meddling with what is none 
of our busine~~. The normal action of animal life is quiet and 
imperceptible, and if our efforts to assist her are truly philosophical 
and ~cientific, they will be in perfect harmony with this great and 
universal law. There is not a function in the whole of the phe
nomena of animallifc, but what has a pathogenetic answer in some 
medicinal agent. Compounding these agents is wholly discarded 
by homeopathy; because compounding them neutralizes their spe
cific properties, forming a new chemical preparation; and we havQ 
in this compound we know not what. 

It is not at all surprising that our opponent should sound the 
note of alarm, and contend for the inefficiency of the injinitesimal 
and minute d,,~es of medicine, when we reflect that it has been 
"nstomary for three thousand years, when disturbnnce prevailed in 
Ihe human citadel, to storm it with agents of destruction. Blood 
i~ made to flow; the delicnte membranes of the stomach and intes
tines are racked with broadsides of emetics and drastics; the nervous 
system is shattered by narcotics and stimulants, and the functions 
uf every organ deranged, by the ~ho\\"ers of de~tructive allopathic 
missiles with which the enfeebled body is constantly assailed. 

By these summary means the resources are exhausted, the 
strength fails, and the citadel Boon falls. 

Homeopathy resorts to a different mode of procedure. She uses 
no unnatural violence, nor seriously disturbs the function of any 
organ. But she usually administers her medicaments in infinitesi
mal doses j and now comes the question, Whether such minute 
doses are capable of impressions upon the organism when laboring 
under disease ~ 

No one will deny that the human body during health is eon~tantly 
being acted upon and disturbed by influences or agents so subtle 
that neither the chemist or physiologist can analyze ur even detect 
them. 

One inhalation of a noxious miasm, under favorable circum
stances, is as capable of causing its specific contagion, as a thousand, 
or more. One thousandth part of a 1!rain of natural or morbid 
virus, is as capable of imparting the peculiar action of the poison 
to all 'parts of the organism susceptible to its influence, as a larger 
quantity . 

. Indeed, so mi~~te and subtle .are m~a~ms from vegetable and 
ammal deeompositlOn and exhalatlOns al'lSlllg from~contagious dis
orders, that no one has yet been able to appreciate their physical or 
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che.mical propertiE's, by the most accurate tests of chemistry or 
optlCS. "~ho, howevcr, for this I'eason, will presume to deny or 
doubt their tremendous, although mysterious, power upon the 
human system? 

So, also, when an atolll of mediciue is absorbed into the system, 
an~ co~nes 1~1l ';'011 tact wi~h a~ organ or ~i8sne already diseased, upon 
whICh It exerClses a speCific Influence, It communicates to the ~nr
rounding organs ib; peculiar action, until tbe whole tissue is involved, 
and thus if the remedy be homeopathic to the malady, it will super-
8ede the primary affection. 

Let it be borne in mind, that most ,ubstances, botb in the or
ganic and inorganic kingJom~, pussess certain active principles, 
which are latent in a natural state. 

Heat, electricity, and magnetism, become apparent when eertain 
physical substances operate upon each other in such a manner !IS to 
disturb or change the original titatc of cohesion of particles 

Caloric is a property common to all material substances. In the 
natural state of these substances, this active principle is latent, 
and cannot be appreciated by the senscs; hut if /i'/elloil be used. 
this agent is set frec, and its puwer becomes mauif.!.-t. Electricity 
also pervades all material bodies, aud only bCl'l'"H~," sensible when 
the natural state of these bodie~ is disturbed by .Ii·ielioll. 

Large quantities of vegetable,· animal, or mineral substances, 
may bc taken into the stomach, in 8 crude ,tate, with impunity, 
but if their elementary particles become spparated by decoillposi
tion, or otherwise, and then introduccd into the ,ystelJl, they give 
rise to the most baneful results. It is a matter uf little ~onsequence, 
whether this minute subdivision of particles is effected by the 
action of solar heat and moisture, by trituatiuu or succession-the 
ultimate effects are the same. The elements of the substance are 
separated, the essence or medicinal part is set flu' from the crude, 
material, and non-medicinal portions, and reciuc-ed to such a state of 
attenuation, as to become readily absorbed, and yet retain all the 
specific qualities pertaining' to to the original agent. 

Allopathy has long since tau;:ht us, that mercury, taken in the 
mass, is inert, and t ~lat its effects is in proportion to the minute
ness of the division; and will you place a limit to this patentiza
tion by division? Have we not been directed to carry the rubbing 
and trituration to an extent in the manufacture of the blue pill, 
which would tire the arm and patience of Hahnemann himself? 

Again, have we not bee'll taught, that corrosive sublimate, diluted 
eight thousand times, may be detected by the protomuriate of tin 
test? This looks to us much like Homeopathic dilution, but it is 
universally received. Homeopathists suppose that the mode in 
which their tenuations operate, is analagous to that of infection by 

E 
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miasms; that the inert matter of the substance is destroyed! and 
the active principle is set free; and that the ~lI?HIlest q~antlty ?f 
this active principle, triturated with sug~r ~f mllk, or dl~used .In 
water or alcohol, is capable of commuDlcatlDg to the vehIcles Its 
properties, and thus to the organism its peculiar action. 

The prindpal argument of our opponents h"ve been irony and 
ridicule. They have euten',1 into a computlltiun respecting the 
weight and streng tit of the different attenuations, and havE> displayed 
before ns tabular views, Rhewing the strength of each nttenuation, 
and then assured u~, withont the trouble of teHting the question 
practically, that 8uch exceedingly smaIl doses can produce no effect 
upon the 8ystem. . 

We would, however, request those gentlemen who judge d the 
potency of substanees by their weight and dimensions, to enter into 
a still further calculation, and inform us which possesses the greatest 
weight-the medicinal partiele~ pertaining to a drop of a thirtieth 
attenuation of hOllleopathy, or the charge of electricity, which bys 
prostrate and senseless the ~tro)ngest man-or the quantit) of sul
phuretted hydrogen, or c:'l'bonic acid gas, requisite to cause imme
diate death when inhaled? 

Which can be most easily dctected and appreciated by analysis, 
the atoms of a high attenuation of Hahnemann, or the deleterious 
miasms which arise fro]l] veg-etn.ble or animal (lecolllposition ? 

Which present the greateHt difficulties ill examination and de
scription, thc physical ~tructure of the pal'ticl,·s of a homeopathic 
medicament, or tlwt of caloric or light?-

Let it be remelllbered, th"t not one atom of matter in the whole 
universe can be (//1 II Ih ilul"tt !-transformation may be effected-the 
cohesion of particles may be changed-atoms in their ultimate state 
of chemical combination lllay be physically divided into molecules, 
and again subdivided into le~ser atoms to such an extent as to baffle 
detection from the most p~rfect tests of chemistry and optics-new 
powers may be developed in these atoms, bt!t in no instance can we 
destroy one such particle of lllatter. 

In regard to the preparation of medicines, there are several points 
of difference worthy of notice, between the old and new schools. 
Allopathy employs her drugs in"n crude ~nd consequently inactive 
form; Homeopathy makes use only of theIr pure essential principles . 
unencumbered by foreign mutters. ' 

The medicinal quality of corl.liL·el' o~l,' !hc universal panacea of 
Allopathy for consumptIOn, consists of tod1/lc distributed in infini
tesimal quantiti~s th:oughout the oil. :rhe iodine forms oniJone 
thousandth part of 011, equal to the third attenuation of homeo
pathy iodine. 
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Ipecacuanha i" indebted fur its virtues tu a principle called 
~metia. \Ve find by analysis that of one hundred pa;·ts of crude 
Ipecacuanha, ouly five parts po~se,~ the Il!ctlicinal \ i ['tue, of the dru(! . 

. Opiulll.cont~in~ but about ci~ht or nille per l'ent. of I/wlphia~ 
Its narcotic princIple. The l'rud" ",!ll.-t:IfICC l't>"t"ins, in additioll 
to morphia, fourtel'n other in~redi('"t·'. llll "I' whie!. arc oll'~titnte of 
any particular virtue, 

Cinchona is cOlllposed of ten or Im'he jn~Tedients, of which all, 
but quinia and cinchonia. are inert. . 

The same rule obtains in relation tl) 1I1,I'[ I)tller ,"lJ.'t.a""e~. The 
es~ential propertic~ are distributed hnt'l'"ri,,:::ly, aud it is only I,)" 
the utmo~t nicety, that we l'all.-;eparatc "";] d,·""I.Jp till'se properties. 

Allopathy ClUJ/!lIp so ;!rc:lt an aWOll!lt of artificial h""t in her 
pharmaceutical operations, that a larC!(' proportion of the active 
properties of her drugs is expended ill "\'''puLtti,,:l; while homeo
pathy makes m;·,· only of expressiuu, (".turali"", and succcssion, 
and thus not only retains all the vii'tn··, inherent in the drug, but 
actually develops powers which wuuld have lCi""illed latent under 
other circlllllstances. 

On account of the peculiar mo(!.· of I'; "l""':1 ti'iIl, tIle rellledie~ 
of allopathy are offensive to the t:"i,', lIii .... 'e.,\L' to tbe ~tuIlHtch, and 
by their indigestible and irritatin.~ 'In:lilie,' 'Ore ('~('Iuded by sensi
tive absorbents, and are thrown otl with the {c·C'::1 Hlatter as foreign 
substances; having failed of producin.!.!; allY "tIler efred, than an 
irritation of the gastro-intestinal membrane. 

The medicines of' Homeopathy are li:c]J!" to nOlle of ·the,,. objec
tions. The attenuated remedies being iJJn()t'l1')u~ to the lacteals 
and absorbent.s, are readily admitted i~tu the circulation, and con
veyed to those parts upon which they cxert a ~pet'ific action, thus 
impressing dil'ectrlJ the organs or ti~:,n('~ actu~liy di",:cserl and none 
other. 

The practice of Allopathy must alwllp b~ indirect, uncertain, 
and empirical. The violence of the remedies clllpluyed, necessarily 
induces medicinal and sympathetic affections, which, mingling- with 
the symptoms of the natural disease, rend"rs it ill.possible to distin
guish between thc two classes of symptoms, or to judge whether 
the malady or the medicine, or both combined, are killin!; the pa
tient. The fact that so few c·~t1opathil' practitioners :l;!i'ee in the 
treatment of diseases, proves ccJndusiy,·ly that their 8y.;t~1ll is one 
of [Juessin.q, rather than one founded un Hcientific knowledge and 
ascertained facts. • 

Therapeutics with them is found to fluctuate with the advent of 
each new and eloquent teacher, and even with the introduction of 
each new medicine. 
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This wavering is not found in science. There great principles 
exist, fixed, etemal expressions of the divine will, and doubtful or 
l!ontroversial points are brought to the test of these expressions. 

Therapeutics is not alone of all nature, destitute of law, given 
up to the dominion of chaos. Nature has not so mismanaged her 
universe, that this important, most practical law, is past finding out 
-that we should lay hold upon the hidden chemical forces-that 
we should determine the course of the star~, and remain hopelessly 
ignorant of the relations of medicinal agent.s to the cure of disease. 

Thus it is that the profession is groping and stumbling along, to
day exalting an article to the pinnacle, and to-morrow flinging it 
away; and that medicine has its fashions almost as yariable as mil
linery. To-day purging and to-morrow bleeding is the order of the 
llay; now tartar emetic, and again iodine is the Sampson of the 
Profession. 

At present, cod liver oil is in the ascendant. Not Morrison's pills 
are more potent. To only one article cun the profession be said to 
pay constant allegiance, (calomel,) perhaps because that is more 
destructive. 

Onc might laugh, but for the tragic associations, at the curious 
and CYen ludicrous illustrations of the extra fickleness of medical 
fashion, as well as at thc humble parentage of some of the SampsonB 
uf the medical army. 

To-day, Broussais will induce a hOHt of physicians almost to dis
card the me of medicine, and to-morrow, Professor Cook will send 
out an army of young men to bleed, vomit and purge a pcople to 
death, &c., &c. 

Homeopat.hy being established on a fixed law in nature, which is 
unchangeable, inviolable, etcl"lI111-itH practitioners can never disa
~rec in therapeutics. For nature will not change to suit a hypothe
~iR, and specific medication is as inimitable as gravitation. 

In thus contending for tlpecific mcdication, wc do not intend 
merely a bundle of specifics, whether obtained from diligent nurses 
or benevolent old ladies, or somc partial experiment on a eat dog, 
or horse. We mean the specific medication resting on a thdrough 
experiment upon the human system in health, of different aO'es, 
sexes, and conditions in life, and by closely observinO" their eff~ct, 
their specific action may be ascertained with certainty~ 

This is the manner in .w~lich Homeopathists proceed, and is it 
not preferable to ascertall~lllg the effe~ts of medicine!'! upon cats 
and dogs? If we were gOlllg to treat dlseases of the feline and ca
nine races, the latter course might be preferable to theo former. 
This. expla~ns why our ru~nute dos.es are efficient. They have R 

specific actIOn upon the dlseased t18sue, and act directly upon it, 
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and not upon the healthy portions of the system, to disturb its 
functions and exhaust its strength. 

Homeopathy is not, as its enemies pretend, a mere hypothesis, 
destined to share the fate of tcn thousand transient hypotheses, 
which have flourished their brief hour, and then died, but a great 
practical truth, based upon experiment and demonstrated by 
success. 

But, as I before observed, it is not so much to our princljJle 0.1 
ClIre, at which the shafts of the old ~('hool are directed, as tl) the 
doctrine of small do.'Po. 

It is not because the adherents of Allopathy cannot make them· 
selves acquainted with the powers of attenuated drugs, but it is 
because thcir inn·terate prejudices will not allow them to investi
gate the facts which are involved. They prefer to die of vomiting, 
purging, and sweating, as their predecessors have done for three 
thousaud years. rather than be cured quietly under a 'IIeiC sgstem. 

But why havc our opponents dwelt so much upon our dORe~? 
Does not every homcopath give sufficient quantity of' medicine at a 
time to effect a cure? and is not the quantity determined by expe
rience? 'Ye have different stren~th of attenuations of each medi
cine, from the strongest tincture UI) to the most minute attenuation; 
and every homeopath selects that strength which most speedily 
and safely CIU'f" his patient. The !!reat point with him is, to seled 
such a medicinc as shall be homcopathic to the di~ea~(', and then 
administer just enough of' it to effect his object in the most safe 
and speedy mannel'. 

We shall conclude thiH part of the subjeet by quoting a few ob
servations of the distinguished modern cheniist, (an Allopathist,) 
DR. KANE, respecting the di,isibility of matter, and some of the phe
nomena witnessed, when a very high state of attenuation haR been 
arrived at. ,V c make these extracts for the benefit of those who~e 
boundlessnc"s of ideas are not already made up. 

It has been proved, if a grain of copper be dissolved in nitric 
acid, and then in water of allllUoni,t, it will give a decided violet 
color to 392 cubic inches of water. Even supposing that each por
tion of the liquor of the size of a grain of sand, and of which there 
are a million in a cubic inch, contains only one particle of copper, 
the grain must ha,e divided it~elf into 39~ million parts. A single 
drop of a strong solution of indigo, wherein at least 500,000 dis
tinctly visible portions can be shown, colors 1000 cubic inches of 
water; and as this mass of.water contains ;)00,000 times the bulk 
of the drop of the indigo solution, the particles of indigo must be 
smaller than twenty-five hundred millionth of a cubic inch. 

An Irish girl has spun linen yarn of which a pound was 1,432 
English miles in length, and of which consequently, 17 lba. 13 



38 LECTUltE ON THE HISTORY OF MED1CINE, 

ounces would have girt the globe. Cotton has been spun so that a 
pound of thread was :WS,OUO yards in length. And yet these so 
far from being ultimate particles of matter, must have contained 
more than one vegetable or animal fibre; that fibre being of itself 
of complex organization; and built up uf an indefinitely great 
number of lllore simple forms of lIIattcr. 

According to Deppler; a cubit: inch of brimstone, broken-into a 
million equal pieces, a sand grain eelch in size, is magnified in sen
sible surface from six square inches to more than six feet. It is 
calculable in this way, that if cach trituration of the homeopathist, 
diminishes his drug a hundred times, the sensible wrface of a sin
gle inch of sulphur, or any other drug, would be two square miles 
at the third trituration. 

The microscope has reycaled to u~ stirl greater wonders al:' to the 
degree of minuteness which evcn complex bodies are capable of 
possessing. Each new improvement in our instruments displays to 
us new races of animals, so minute as not to be observed before, 
and of which it would require the heaping together of millions 
UpOlt million" to bevisiUe to the naked e!Je. And yet these ani
mals live awl feed, and have their organs for locomotion, their 
appetites to gratify, and their dangers to avoid. They possess cir
culating systelUs often highly complex, and blood, with globules 
bearing to them, by analogy, the saille proportion in size, that our 
blood globules do to us; and yet these globules themselves organ
ized, possessed of definite structure, lead us to a point where all 
powcr of distinct conception ceases: where we discover that nothing 
is great or small but by comparison. 

Finally, the advantages which we obtain from a minute subdi
vision are as follows :-

1. We develop every part of the active principle,by breaking up all 
natural organization between its molecules, and thus expose a large 
amount of active surface which would have remained latent. 

2. By distributing their molecules intimately throughout an 
inert vehicle, (sugar or water) they are more readily absorbed· by 
the delicate lacterals and absorbents, than coarse and irritating par
ticles of matter. 

S. When these minute atoms have been conveyed by the blood 
to those parts with which they have an affinity, they penetrate the 
smallest vessels, impress the minutest sentient nerves, and are pro
ductive of results entirely unattainable by drugs in a crude state. 

But again; the action is evidently electrical, for the whole of 
the phenomena of life is carried on by electricity, and hence the 
slightest possible action, if properly directed, will find a prompt 
answer in nature. Does it require a spoonful of infection to super
induce small-pox? No, sir. An impalpable and an entirely unap-
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preciable atom that may chaner to /loat upou the breeze, if it oomes 
in contac.t with the organism, will eng'rnder in the system the most 
loathsome disease and rottenness. We but dip the fine point of a 
needle in the virus of kine pock, and put it in contact with thc cir
culation of the skin, and what i" the result? Why, the whole sys
tem is affected by it with a cla~s of symptoms that bear a similarity 
to those of the small-pox. ~()W the virus of kine pock exciting 
the same class of symptomatic fnnctiolls that nature brings into 
requisition in resisting nf/j';nlo;d, or small pox, enables her effectu
ally to ward off the latter. Ire have in this a demonstration of 
both the principle and practice of homeopathy. 81'm-ilia similibu3 
curanlur, like cures like. .\.nd ',IIC infinitesimal dose accomplishes 
it. 

There are thousands of instances in nature which fully corrobo
rate the hOllleopathic pral'tice in regard to minute doses. I have 
had full proof myself of the potency of the invisible poison that 
has come frolll a single leaf perhaps of the Ruu:; Verll-ix, or poison 
ivy. By simple olfaction, the whole system has become affected 
with medieiwd erysipelas. 

There are doubtle,,:; some wh" hear me to-night, who may have 
had the same sad experience; and they could not be persuaded, 
they could not be hired to even smell a twig of' these poison vege
tables. It would cost them perhaps weeks of the most painful sick
uess, afflicting them at the salUe time with hideous swellings and 
loathsome runBing sorcs. Xow in the face and eyes of such facts 
as these, people :'till ridicule the idC'u of the potency of minute 
doses! Yet here is a minuteness entirely beyond the power of the 
strongest microscope, producing the most distressing results. 

Only think; a mighty oak is wrapped up in a little acorn; a 
boundle~s crop may come frum a single germ that floats on the air. 
It is not the quantity, but the qllalit!l that accomplishes the thing. 
It is just so in the application of remedies in the treatment of dis
ease. Innoculate the system with the right thing, no matter in how 
minute a quantity, and it is a hlW of nature that it shall go on ac
complislling its work. 

Think of tite boundle~s ditTnsion of odor. A single grain of 
lIlUsk will impregnate the atmosphere of a thousand dwelIinrrs. 
A single drop frolll the .1/'"1',,,'1;,, Pnlorills (polecat) will medic~te 
an ocean of atmosphere. The fr:I.~Tance of a single flower will some
times produce fainting. TliC wild buffalo scents the hunter for 
Illore than a. mile, and .ha~ten8 from the vicinit.y of dan O'er. The 
carniverous bir~ rec?gnize~ the od~)riferous . particles arising from a 
dead carcass 1I11les dIstant III the aIr, and wlth hasty willO' pounces 
upon the prey. What is it that ~s im~arte~ from the m;~ter's foot 
through boots allq socks, by whlCh hls falthful dog can trace his 
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footsteps long after he has gone? What is it, by whieh the blood
hound traces its game through the thiek windings of the dark 
forest? Think of the invisible miasm that rides unsuspected on 
the stilly air, diffusing misery and death. And are all these hints 
without signification? Is there no lesson of wisdom to be learned 
from them? With such an array of facts, disputed by none, is it 
a thing incredible that minute medications should produce marked 
effects upon the vital organism? True, contrasted with the com
Illon medical doctrines, it seelUs incredible; but when compared 
with nature, examined in a philosophical light, and tested by facts, 
it is invulnerable. The difference between the common and the 
reformed system is so great, that it is a matter of course for people to 
mistrust its efficiency. They have been too accustomed to suppose 
that the efficacy of medicine lies chiefly in its powerful physical 
influences, that to be benefited by it, they must first be made 
to feel its morbid efrects; that they must be made worse be
fore they arc better. This is a mistake. No powerful medicinal 
excitement is llec<!~Hary to restore the equilibriulIl of nature. 'Vhen 
she is menaced alld jaded, and aggravated by disease, she calls not 
for, she needs not medicinal torturing, but a kind friend to corne 
gently to aid, and act in perfect concert with herself. When she is 
agonizing and writhing in her conflicts with disease, she needs not 
to be goaded on like the baited brut, in the amphitheatre; but it is 
then she needs the well-timeJ and soothing aid of a modest and dis
ereet friend. 

These principles arc destined to l)l"evail. Just 'as certain as the 
announcement of ~ ewton's better philosophy broke up the beau
teous speculations of former days, and scattered them like the 
fragments of an aerial vision, .iu~t so certain will these immutable 
principles make an entire revolution in the science of medicille. 

I shall now proceed to call your attention to some remarks of 
Professor .Forbes, who stands at the head of the medical profession 
in England. He is one of the editors of the "Cyclopredia of 
Practical }Iedicine," and also editor of the "British and Foreign 
Medical Review." He is undoubtedly, good authority. He has 
published a work against Homeopathy, from which I shall make a 
few extracts. . 

" We think it impossible," (says Dr. F.) "to refuse to Home
opathy the praise of being an ingenious system of medical doctrine, 
tolerably complete in its organization, tolerably comprehensive in 
its views, and as capable of being defended by as feasible argu
ments aH most of the systems of medicine which preceded it." This 
is an important concession. 

Professor "Forbes now proceeds, in imitation of the cuttle-fish, to 
shed his ink for the purpose of raising a cloud, under which to 
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make good his retreat. He proceeds to show, that all the quack 
nostrums of the day can boast their numerous cures; and taking it 
for granted, that nature, as a !Jtneral thillg, has helped hcrself out 
of the difficulty, not only independent of the nostrums but in spite 
of them, so, likewise, Homeopathy has succeeded. He then adds,-

"We must advert to what is, perhaps, the most extensive and 
valuable source of all-the actual practice of the more scientific 
physicians of all ages, in the latter part of their career; men of 
philosophic minds as well as much experience. It is well known, 
from the history of physic, that a large proportion of men of this 
class have, in their old age, abandoned much of the energetic and 
perturbing medication of their early practice, and trusted greatly 
to the remedial powers of nature. The saying of a highly respected 
and very learned physician of Edinburgh, still living at an advanced 
age, very happily illustrates this point. On some one boasting, be
fore him, of the marvellous cures wrought by the small doses of 
the Homeopathists, he said, 'this was no peculiar cause for boasting, 
as he himself had, for the last two years, been cUl'ing his patients 
with even less, viz: with nothing at all.'" 

I would here respectfully ask, What does the solution of the 
Professor's problem amount to? What is the most natUl'al infer
ence to be drawn from these remarks? "Thy, simply that no medi
cine at all, is safer and better than" the energetic and perturbing 
medications of Allopathy." 

The following suggestion of Professor F. is very true; and it 
should not be forgotten that, "while he is thus exalting the powers 
of nature at the expense of Homeopathy, he is at the same time 
exposing the nakedness of his own cherished Allopathy." He is 
like the man that would put out both his own eyes for the sl!ke of 
putting out one of his antagonist's. By his own admission we have 
only to infer that the treatment of disease, by the ordinary or allo
pathic method, is, at the very best, useless, and worse than useless; 
because it not only interferes with the cure in many instances, and 
puts the patient under the painful necessity of swallowing loathsome 
and costly drugs, which generally produce unpleasant sensations in 
their operation, from all of which Homeopathy is free. 

We will now hear a few momentous words from Professor Forbes 
on the merits of Allopathy. He says, 1st, "In a large proportion 
of cases treated by Allopathic physicians, the disease is cured by 
nature, and not by them." 2d." In a less, but still not a small 
proportion, the disease is cured by nature, in spite of them' in 
other words their interference opposing instead of assisting the 
cure." 

"In a conHiderable proportion of diseases, it would fare as well or 
better with patients, in the actual condition of the medical art; as 

F 
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more generally practised, if all remedies, at least active remedies, 
especially drugs, were abandoned." 

Although Homeopathy has brought more signally into COUlmon 
dayliO'ht this lamentable condition of medicine, it was well known 
befor~ to all experienced physicians." 

After speaking at length in the same general strain, of the im
perfection of the Allopathic system, he adds,-

"As thus reflected in our critical mirror, the features of our 
ancient mother assuredly look somewhat unattractive. She seems 
neither happy nor prosperous; yea, she seems sick, very sick; her 
countenance is 'sicklied o'er by the pale cast of thought,' from the 
strength of her inward throes. 'The genius and the mortal instru
ments are now in council, and her state, like to a little kingdom, is 
suffering the nature of an insurrection.' And such, in truth, do 
we believe to be, literally, the condition of physic at this moment. 
Things have arrived at such a pitch that they canuot be worse.
They must mend or end. W c believe they will mend." 

After thus deploring the forlorn condition of the Allopathic 
science, Professor Forbes proceeds to give certain rules to guide the 
future action of the profession, among which are the following sug
gestions, viz :-

" We should banish from the treatment of disease the harsh or 
heroic system, and inculcate a milder and less energetic mode, and 
thus 'give nature the best chance of doing the work herself, by 
leaving her operations undisturbed by those of art.' " 

Here he recommends his brethren to pursue the same course that 
he accuses us of. Again he oays :-

We should "discountenance all active and powerful medication, 
as much as possible, and eschew the habitual use of certain power
ful medicines in large doses, in a multitude of different diseases, a 
practice now generally prevalent, and fraught with the most baneful 
consequences." "This is one of the besetting sins of English 
practice, and originates partly in a false theory and partly in the 
desire to see manifest and strong effects resulting from the action 
of medicines. Mercury, iodine, colchicum, antimony, also purga
tions in general, and blood-letting, are frightfully misused in this 
manner." 

We should" make every effort to destroy the prevalent system of 
giving a vast quantity and variety of unnecessary and useless drugs." 
"Our system is here radically wrong;" and our fashion of doubling, 
,that is compounding, mixing, &c., is "most absurdly and mis
-ehievously complex," and "is a most serious impediment in the 
way of ascertaining the precise and pecnliar powers of the indi
vidual drug, and thus interferes in the most important manner with 
the progress of therapeutics." 



AND THE SCIENCE O}' HO~lF.Ol'ATHY. 43 

We should "teach students that no systematic, or theoretical 
classification of diseases, or of therapeutic agents, eyc\, yet promul
gated, i8 true or anything like truth, and that none eun be adopted 
.as a safe guide in practice." 

We should "endeavor to enlighten the public as to the <1l'tuaI 
powers of medicines, with a view to reconcile them to simplcr and 
milder plans of treatment." 

Such, Ladies and Gentlemen, is the language of one who stands 
at the head of the Allopathic school in Europe. And is it at all 
strange, that in view of this forlorn condition of common medical 
science, (a picture given by one of the great masters in the art,) I 
ask, is it strange that some should have sought a better way? or is 
it a great marvel that they should have found it ? 

'Ve have not made these quotations from an enemy of the com
mon medical school; but from one of its champions-one of its 
strongest sons. One who is capable of appreciating its claims, and 
yet he candidly confesses its foibles. 

The great principle which he has laid down, as a means of re
deeming, reforming and saving the art from an utter overthrow, are 
identical with the great principles of Homeopathy; and if his 
counsel is adopted and appropriated it will inalienably guide them 
to the same great ocean of truth. 

Hence it is evident that Homeopathy is destined to triumph. It 
is enlisting some of the best influence and talent in both hemis
pheres, whiCh of course will serve to speeu it ('1. But the greatest 
guarantee of its llomplete conquest is its unrivalled success. It~ 
statistical reports, both in promiscuous and hospital practice, are 
the certain precursors of its great and rapid extension. 

I will take occasion to exhibit the comparative results of the two 
modes of treatment when put to the test at the sick-bed. The fol
lowing are authentic reports, made without reference to such a 
comparison. 

Out of 299 ca~(',; of pneuillonia, treated homeopathically, by Dr. 
Flieschmann, in his hospital practice, Vienna, there were 19 deaths, 
which is only about one death in fifteen cases. 

Out of 909 of the same disease, treated allopathically, at the 
Edinburgh Infirmary, there were 212 deaths, being about one
fourth. 

Out of 223, of plutiris, treated homeopathically by Dr. Fliesch
mann, there were but three deaths-not far from one in a hundred. 

Out of III cases ot the same disease, treated allopathicallyat 
the Edinburgh Infirmary, there were l-l deathR, about one
eighth. 
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The results of the two practices in the treatment of Cholera in' 
Hospitals and elsewhere, according to the most reliable statistics, 
are, Allopath.~ have lost upon an average one third; Homeopaths 
one tenth. 

Le Jfoniteul', the official organ of the French Government 
announces that Dr. Mabbit, a homeopathist, has been created 
Knight of the Legion of Honour, as a re~ard of dist~nguished 
success in his treatment of Cholera. That Journal pubhshes the 
following statement of his cases in comparison with the popular 
medical treatment of that disease in France .-

Treated Homeopathically, 2,239 
Cured, 2,068 
Died, 171 
Per centage of Deaths, S! 
Treated Allopathically, 405,027 
Cured, 254,788 
Died, 250,239-
Per centage of Deaths, 49 

Now, it will be observed, in the above well-authenticated statisticS', 
that the mortality is five times greater under Allopathic, than 
under Homeopathic treatment; and I will hazard the bold assertion, 
and call upon the world to signalize it, that ordinary practice in the 
two schools will exhibit as great a disparity in every disease, and 
in every clime. 

With these reflections I conclude, not forgetting, however, to 
recommend the claims of this important subject to the notice of 
the public, and to the attention of the medical profession in par
ticular; as the object of our profession is to lengthen human life 
and alleviate human woe. 

Let each physician test the principles of Homeopathy by its prac
tice. Let him do it fairly and impartially, as he would sit in 
judgment on the life of a fellow-being, not hoping to find it untrue, 
but earnestly seeking the truth. Let him do it for himself, and 
stand by his own convictions, and he will uo longer wonder why 
any embrace it, but why all do not. 

We have thus attempted to show you that Homeopathy has at 
least a show of reason for its principles and its practice-if you 
intend to be honest, you are bound to investigate it. Homeopathy 
courts ).nvestigation. Homeopathists, fortified by the success of 
their practice, wish you to cxamine their system. Do this candidly 
and fairly, take not the assertion of its opponents, but read and 
ju~ge for ,Yourselves; and i~ you find the system unreasonable, un
phIlosophIcal, and the practice unsuccessful, then, but not till then 
pronounce it a humbug. ' 

Blackburn's Oity Bleam Pru" 63 Yong. Strut, Toronto. 
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