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RBPOllT 

ON THE 

PRINCIP A1 FISHERIES OF THE AMERIC~~ SEJS: 

BY LORENZO SABINE. 

CUSTOM-HOFSE, BOSTON, 

Colledor's Office, Decemver 10, 1852. 

SIR: I transmit herewith a report on the fisheries, by Lorenzo 
Sabine, esq., which he has prepared for the department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Han. THOMAS CORWIN, 

P. GREELY, Jr., 
Collector. 

Secretary 0/ tlte Treasury, TVashington, D. C. 

FRAMINGHAM, Decemver 6, 1S52. 

SIR: T submit herewith the report which I have prepared, in ac­
cordance with your instructions of the :?d of February last. 

More than twenty years have elapsed "ill<'(' I f(lI"Il1ed the d(';:ign of 
writing a work on the American fi;:heries, and commenced collecting 
materials for the purpose. My intention embraced the whale fishery 
of our j!;,,~ in di,;tant seas; the fisheries of our own coasts, lake,;, and 
rivcr,;, as well as those which we prosecute within British jurisdiction, 
under treaty stipulations; and the fisheries of the Indian tril)cs within 
the limits of the United States. That a part of my plan has now 
been executed, is owing entirely to the interest and zeal which you 
have manifested in the undertaking. 

Our first interview upon the subject was caused by a communication 
to you from the Treasury Department, in which the Secretary con­
veyed a request that a report of limited size should be furnished trom 
your own office. During our conversation, you expressed a desire to 
look over my collection of documents and state-papers, and they \vere 
accordingly deposited with you for examination. On returning them 
to me, you were pleased to give a fayorable opinion of their value, and 
to say that you would at once suggest and recommend to '\Ir. Corwin 
the expediency of employing me to write a paper somewhat more 
elaborate than he had contemplated. 

Subsequently, you announced to me that the Secretary promptly 
adopted your views, and submitted the whole matter to your discretion. 
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I undertook the task with all my heart, and with a determination to 
complete it, if possible, in a manner to meet the expectations of the 
department and of yourself. It is finished. Whatever the judgment 
pronounced upon it, 1 have still to express my grateful acknowledg­
ments to Mr. Corwin for the kindness which has allowed the partial 
gratification of a long-cherished wish, and to you for the original sug­
gestion, for your countenance, your sympathy, and your personal super­
vision. 

If I may venture to hope that, as the result of my labors, an import­
ant branch of national industry will hereafter be better understood and 
appreciated by such of our countrymen as have never devoted particu­
lar attention to it,; history, I may venture to repeat that all commenda­
timl rightfully belongs to you. 

Nor would I forget that my thanks are also due to William A. Well­
man, esq., your principal deputy collector, who, at our second inter­
view, generously relinquished his own favorite plan of writing a report 
upon our cod and mackerel fisheries, and expressed a decided wish 
that the duty should be transfelTed to me, as well as his readiness to 
afford me ail possiLlc aid. His knowledge and experience have been 
of material assi~tanl'e. I am indebted to him for important facts ,vhich 
were to be obtamed of no other person, for information ,vhich has cor­
rected my views and opinions in several particulars, and for statisti­
cal matter of great yuluC'. 

I havc the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
LORENZO SABINE. 

PHILIP GREELY, Jr., Esq., 
Collector of the Customs port if Boston and CltarlestoW'n. 
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PAR T 1. 

FRANCE, SPAIN, PORTUGAL. 

COD-FISHERY OF FRANCE. 

The French were the first European cod-fishers in the American 
seaR. There is a tradition among the fishermen of Bise,l\' that their 
countrymen visited Newfoundland before the time of CoIUti'Ibus. It is 
said, indeed, that the great Jiseoverer was informed of the fact by a 
pilot who had been engnged in the enterprises. The stor.'~, improbable 
as it is, seems to have been treated with respect by some writers of the 
sixt(,cnth century. but may be cli.c:missed now as one \\"Jjich rests upon 
no clear and authentic testimony. 

But that the Newfuundland fisheries \Y('rp known to the Biscayans 
and Normans as early as the year 1501, is quite certain. \\'hen 
Cabot discovered our continent, Europe, including England, was Cath­
olic; :ll1el during the fasts of the chun·h, the pickled herring of Holland 
was the principal food. The consumption of fish was imnwn:,t';* and 
the Dutcll, having enjoyed tlIe monopoly of the supply, had bec()me 
imm(·mwly rich. The knowledge communicated by Cabot and the 
v(Jya,l.?:i·rs who f(llln\\'('d him, tbat tile waters of AlJwrica contained, not 
Oldy ;m almnd:mf'(" but 1l1;IllY varieties of fish, g;lye rise to an excite­
ment on the sllbject of fishing hardly kss intense th:m is witnC's"Scd at 
the prc:scnt tirtle rC'l:iri\'(' to mining. Persons of the lligh{·,;t rank, and 
not (·ngagcd ill cOllllllcrcial pursuils, became ,;lmrdwldt'r" in Lldw'ntures 
to the new fishing-grounds. And though the Dutch refused tn abaudon 
the particular fishery by which they harl obtailJed both \ycalth amI ce­
lebrity, vessels wC:lring the flags of France, England, ~pain, and 
Portll~:ll came annually in search of the cod-as we :ohall sec-for 
nearly a century befoi-e a single European colony \YClS founded in 
America north of the ancient limits of the United ~tat(';:. 

Of the incitlents of the French fishing YOy,lg<' of 1504 I have not 

• Do('ullll'ntR which show the immense consumption of fish IIrt' to be met with by t~ 
student" of history l'verywhere. The following incidents, selected from a nWllber, will suffi­
ciently illustrate tho statement in the text: 

"TIlt' bill of faro of the feast given on the marriage of Henry IV to hiR Q .. IPen Joan, of 
Navarre, at Winchester, in 1403, • is yet in {'xi,tl'ncl" writt€n on parchment,' remarks a 
ehronicler of curious things of ' the olden time;' and the banquet consisted of six COuf8e~-three 
of flesh and fowl, and three of fish. In the' first course of Fysfw,' were' Sally fyslte,' and 
• Bremc samoun roslyd.' ''pftho l'OmfortR of the poor,' 16th century, says an English .i"nrnal, 
• \\'(' Illay form a tolerably correct notion from tho luxuries registered in tlw household book 
of the gr.·at Earl of Northumlwrland.' From this document it appears that, in one of the! 
mOHt Bohle and splendid establishments of tho kingdom, the retainers and servants hud but 
epaI'll !lnd unwholsome diet-salt bl'ef, mutton, and fish l"recfouTllts of the year, with little or 
no vllgetahlu,; so that,!ls Hume says, 'tht're cannot be auything more erroneous thun the 
magnifie"llt itl"IlH formed of the Toast berf of old England.' Nor does it seem that' my lord 
and Indy' tlwllI,,·I"'·H flln''} much bt'tter than their' retainers,' since lI)r their breaktit<t they 
hllll 'II (lu!lrt of b.·"r, liS Illlll'h wine, IICO pieces of sailfish, si.r Ted herril/![s.four ,rhite ones, and 
a dish of sprat".' In ElI~lallll, in tbe salllP century, 'the firm: ilish brought to table OIl Ea>ter 
day \I'll" a red furring riding U\I'lly 011 borsebaek;' tbat is, it W/lS the cook's Juty to set this 
fish 'in cIJrn sallad,' IInu nmke it louk like a mUll ridiug on a horse." 
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been able to find any account; but ther~ is mentio~, fo~r years later, 
of Thomas Aubert, who C;lme from Dleppe to Newfoundbnd, and 
who, previous to his return, exylored the ri:rer 81. Lawren~e. We 
learn, further, that the fishery ll1crea::::cd rapIdly, ::n~ that, 111 1517, 
quitl' fitty ships of different nations W('fe employed m It. , . 

The Bag of France W;IS proh;IIJly the most num~rous, Sll1ce, m 1527, 
an En,Q'lish c:lptain at l\,'wfoundland wrote' to hls~()\~('l't:'J!!n, Henry 
VlU, that in the b;i\'jHJr of ~t. John al()!w [w found ti,;lllng elcyen sml 
of i\'orman anel one Breton. Francis I, at this period, was engrossed 
by a pa:o:sion;lt(> and unsuc(Ts:-diJl rivalry ,vith Clwrles V of Spain, 
anel coula hardly atl"lId to so humble ;il1 interest. "But CblJl,t, ad­
miral of Franc'c, :lcl1uainted I,y his office with the fishermen, on 
'wl](1:';(' Yl's~('ls he kyicel some small exaction,; for his private emolu­
ment, intpn'"I"d Fr;IIIL'i,~ in the c1,'"ign of exploring and colunizing the 
new world." J;lCqU('S Cartin,* of ~t. ;\bl", wh" W;tS considered the 
best SI':lman of his o<ty, was accoroingly intrusted with the command 

of an C':\I"',lition in 15:;L 
Tlw Frl'1lch ;11'1'(,:lr to hayc had eSI;lhli"hu1I'1Its on shore, for the 

purpOSE'S of tlw fi~ll<'l'y, in 1540; but WI' baH' no certain iniorm;ltion 
with reg-ill'll to tlwlIl, In 10/1 thE'Y (1IIl'loyt"l no k"s than (JIlC hundred 
and fi Ii Y v, '",~d,~, ; lIlel ['r\l.-w('uke! t]J(' busi ncss ,yith great y i~ Ilr and 
SI1l'('('''~, A Ikr the ;)(",(,,,,,illll of II,'lln' l\T-tIJl' first Ilf the Bour­
hO]}'-;-;1!lll uu(kr the 'lUsl'i,y.-; ut'his iUu"irinu~ milli"kr, ~tl1]y, the 0P\\'­

fiJlmcJlalld "IlL1-li.-;lwry \Va" 1,];/('1'11 uudcr tilL' IJrllit,ctil1ll of 1he (>'o\'(,1'n-
.' t:> 

ment. 
Prt'\'ious t(l HiO!), so constant and regular ,,'a:=: intcrCOl.d Sf~ \.-jth our 

fishillg-,!.;l'OUDlb tlmt Sl'av,!ll'l, an uld fi,,\wrmall, hall made torty 
VOY;1!2:(''s. 

\Vithout statisti(,s in the early P;ll't of the s(>\'enteenth centurY, we 
only knoW,L!;"lll'r;llly, tl,;lt tI11'r(' \\';IS " 11I'ltl'fi,ll decline in tlli:=: cii"tant 
Immcl! of inclu,.-;try, c;!wwd, pos,il,h', IJY the ci\'ilcolJ1motit)ns at home. 
But in tlw 'yl'a~': ~;-Vi, tl](),,,,~h die ntllll ~lT or \'l''-;S( ,Is employ, ,(1 wn s fifty 
l(',,~ than 111 1:)/ I, the h"lwrmen III F rallce \\'I're d""lIwd I", Eno-lish 
wntcr" 1 II Ill' formidable riv:IIs or their \1\\'11. 1) isputes ,llld Llt)( J,l~hed 
had then .(II'Clll:f('(~-pr""llI'''"r'' lit' long and (li"lJ't'""ing "':lr,; tl)r the 
mast,'ryof the h,;}I111"-'-!WUD(L. 

MeLliltime tl w S\l;~:~'e;s\ 's, till' (':\ pl, II''' I illllS, anu tlw rcprcsC'll tations 
~f the hnrdy a(l\"'lItllrlT~ II) our \\';lter8 tin' an article ul' tond fur the 
bSHL,ly~ IJt tl)(' ~JJUrl'lJ b,td \(,(1 to th('.1I11J~t import,lllt politic;tl results. 
The Illmts of tllle; j'('port do 1101 permit minute statemellt~; and I will 
only J'!_'J11ark tll:'1, \\'!lI'lI ~arlilT-;llrl"l!ly 1'l'll'rr,'d to-made his first 
v()y",~(', the t1(,~lgll uj /111, 1< n'lH.:h monnr('h waS m(TvIy to founel a ,;;inale 
c.olony in the neighhmblJod .of the fishing-hanks, hut that the i~lf~n~a­
tlOn of ~he C()U~tryl'lJlllllJlmll':lt('d to Francis on th(, n:lvi~at()r'~ return, 
confiwuIlg as It olll the t1t'scriptions of the fishermen ~f Normandy 

* Jacques Cartier was a natiVt1 of :4t. Malo, Francis I s,'nt him on iliA first ~ 'U ' 1 c '14 
He m"j. 0" I,,, ')0",- J h • ,0) gl'lll ,), , ,,' e a 01 ,Oill \ 01 dgi1 111 ,j,h); an , \\' en ready to Jepart from F,' h t t h 
Clltlte,jral, with bis ""1";1,, eompany to rtw"i,'" t/;e Li:<hop's ]) 'II I' j' :llle~I' 0 "'f!,III, 0 t e 
pall' f ' , " ,l "I It, lOll. .' nny 0 liS eolU' 
thi/fn~ "'I'."e t,ung lll.'~n 0 JI~tlllCtJlm. III' ,'all'" to till' FJ't'II!'\J p"",p,,inns in America a 
R b( tJ~l~l' In

h
l,)4fl, UN ~lh~t, and III cummund of fin' Hhips, under Fl'IIll,'oiN de la HOll'''', lord of 

thO .~nd , w 0: comm~H61O]Jl'd as governor of CallaJa) wus illtrllst"tl with the suprelUo nu· 
ollty, Curtler published an uccount of Clmudu aftor his socond voyage. 
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ahd Brittany, induced a more extended plan, and the possession, for 
permanent colonization, of the vast region from which, after the yoyages 
and discoveries of Pontgrave, of Champlain, and others, were fO'r~ed 
~he col?ni.es or C~nada and Nova Scotia, and, in.due time, Cape Breton. 
Thus It IS hlstoncally true that France was dIrectly indebted to her 
fisheries for her possessions in America. 

The right to these possessions was soon disputed. In an aae ,yhen 
kings clai~ed, each for himself, all the lands and seas that his ~ubjects 
saw or SaIled over, and when charters and grants were framed in 
perfect ignorance of the domains which they transferred, almost in 
levity, to favorites, it could not but sometimes happen that the subjects 
of different crowns received patents of precisely the same tracts of 
country, and that, on lines where French and English grants met, the 
boundaries were so vaguely and uncertainly described as to produce 
long and bitter contentions. 

t-luch, indeed, was the case to an extent to disturb the peace of the 
colonists of America for more than a cpntury. As most of the contro­
versies fi-om this source are connected ,vith our subject, a notice of them 
is indispens<tble. 

The first difficulties occurred in the country 1\11(",-n for a long time 
as "Ac;ldi;I," which m:IV 1)(' dcscribed, ~('nerallv, as E'mbwcing the 
whole of tl](: present coloilies of Nova Sc~iia am1 "i\(,\" Bruns'\'i('k~ nnd 
Maille bct\\"c'('n the Kennebec and the 81. Crui'>: riyers, It is suffi­
ciently dC'finite fiJr our purp()o-:c to say that this immcnsL' tC'rritury \\';lS 

claimed by both crowns, and tJwt the sul~i('cts of both-the one r('o-:1 ing 
on the English grant to Sir William Ale'>:ander, and the other on the 
J<~r<'m:h patent to De J\I()lIts-scttleu UP(Jll it, and fished in its scas, as 
inclil1iltion led them. 

The tre;I1Y of :-\t. Germains, in 1G82, hushed £)r a ,,,hile the carliC'r 
disputes, since Charles I, who h;ld married a French pril1L,(,~";, ]"1'­

siglH'd by that instrument all the p1a.~es in Canada, 1\'oya ~cotia, aud 
Cape Bn'ton oceupil'd by persons \\ho owed allC'giance to him; yd, as 
the Engli"h people condemncll the cession, and as ncithcr lines nor 
limits W(Te defined, ncw contentions arose, \\'hich, ;IS WL' sl1:l11 see, 
W('IT terminated only with the extinction of French power in this lll'ltli­
sphcre. In filet, historians of admowledgcd authority l'C!l1sidl'r the 
treaty of ~t. Germains as Dmong the prominent causes of the American 
R('volution, inasmuL'h as the disputes to \\hieh it ga\e rise disturbed, 
finally, the relations between England and her thirteen colonies. 

T\~'cnty-two years elapsed, and Cromwell, in a time of profound 
pC'ac(' with France, took forcible posscssion of Nova ~cotja, claiming 
that its l'l'.~sinn by Charles was fraudulent. He erected it into a colony, 
and organized a government. It was considered bighly valuable, and 
Ellglio-:hmen of rank a~pired to become its proprietary lords fiom the 
mOUll'nt of its aC(luisition. 

The French court remonstrated, without changing the purpose of the 
protc'l'llIr .. But, after the restoration of the St~arts, and by the treaty 
of Breda, III 1667, thIS colony passed a sccond tIme to France.* Though 

-~-----------. -

-. -Edwnnl Hllndolph, til.· first ('nll,'etor of the customs of Bostun, in a Narrati~e to the Lords 
of Trade and Plantar iuns, in 1676, says that" The Frenl'h, upon the last treaty of peace con­
cluded uetween the two crowns of EnglUlld and France, had No~a Scotia, now called Acadie, 
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St. John, Port Royal, .La Heve, ~ape Sable,. as well as Pe~tagaet or 
PenolJ3cot, were specIally named 111 the ceSSIOn, the . general bounda­
ries were not mentioned, and the soil and the fishmg-grounds w~re 
aaain the scem's of collisions, reprisals, and fierce quarrels. A. third 
tr~aty-that of Londol1--:-in 1 esc, ,confirmed the two powers m the 
pO:":3t's,.;illll of, the :\r~1encan C~lOlllCS r(',;p('ctlve~y .h:ld at the com­
melll'eG1ent ot hostilIties, but leit the extent and hmlt~ of all as unset-
tled as before. 

~;lg:ICilIUS men in New Engbnd had nnw seen for years that the ex-
pulsion of the French W:1" tbe only measure that ,,'auld secure ,Peace 
in the prosecution of the fishcrit '';, (md they emle:t vored to enlIst the 
sympatllY and ('(J-I 'PC[<1ti01: of ,the motlll'r country.. Th~ w,~r ?Pt\\'een 
France and Enalancl whICh f()ll()\\'!'(1 tllt' <lL'l'l':'''lon at Wilham and 
Mary \\'US no sl;~ner proclaimed at Boston than the general court of 
l\!ass:lchusetls commpl1cpd pn 'p:1 rations j; ,r the conqllest of Nova ~eo~la 
ani] Canada. ~ir \Villiam Phips, who \Y:I:3 born and bred among. ~l1e 
fi8hermen of ,M"ioe, \\',IS intru:.;tt ,d \"itlt the command of an expeditIOn 
against both. He rl'llucl,rl the first, amI cst;i1Jli"lll'J a government; but 
his enterprise in thc ~r. Lawrence ,\ya:, disastrous. It is of inten'st to 
add, that the first P;I pi '[ money emitted in America was issued by 
l\Lissaclwst,tts to deti-ay the expemes of these military operations. 

At the PC':ICC of rtys\\'ick, in 1697, it was ~tipulnkd that mutual res­
titution should 1)1' m;lrll' of all ('on(lllest:, dLlTing the war; and, much to 
the rli"':lii,,bctitJll of the EIlQ'1ish colonists, .:"t}V<! Sl,tltia returned once 
DJI Jrt' to tlJ(' undisputed ptlS"~ ';;silJn of the French. The strife in Amer­
ica haLl I )('I'n ;1 \'U\\,t'llly for the fisheries, and tt)r territory north and 
west; and this t!'l'aty, which, with the cXI'I'j,tion of the eastern half 
of 0r'wfollndland, S('('up;d to Fr;Ill(,(' the whole en;lst,:;, the islands, and 
the fishiug-gwllncis fi'om l\I;1ine to bc\'ond Labrador lind Hudson's 
Bay? lwsi;les Canada and t\](' valll'Y of the ~[i":8i"sippi, was regClrded 
as dlsbonorable to ElIgLtml and wantonly injurious to colonial industry 
and pC;IC(,. 

The I'vil consequenc(,s of the tn':!t\' of Rys\\i('k were S(lnll m;1uifest. 
A ~ear had not ebpsecl bet('IT the F~en('h g()vernment promuh:;,ted a 
dum to the sole oWllcrship of the fisheries. - In 16!):S, a fricrate bound 
from Fr:lllL't' to Nova ~l,t)tia fllfnisll\~d tIll' mast!'r of a l\fa~";1CllU,;('tts 
vl'sscl with a 1ransbtt'd order from tll!' kina which authorized the 
sC'iz.ure of all \,(':,;sc]s not of the FrE'Jlch fl,~ that should he found 
fi:,;hlll,U:.C1l1 t1](, ('~I;~St. (;1'111'1':11 pu],licity of tllt' order followed, and its 
ex('cutlOn was ngldly cnforCl'J. Htllluvcnture, in the ship-of-war Enviux, 
boarded alld s('nt home every English colonial vessel that appeared on 

d('liv,'r .. tl up ttl th,'m, to tilt' gr,'at ,list"llllen! and munnul'illtT of the governnlent of l;~t--
th I

· '1' . . I . ,., )(" nil, 
at 11< "'. a,lI'HtJl', \"If IOtit IIII'll' knowl .. tigt1 .".1' ('''11'<'111, should I'llrt with a place so profitable 

to them, flilIlIlVb"IJ('(' IIII'Y d)',,1V g)'l'at 'lUll.lltltIt'R "f heaver and otlwr peltry, besides the fishing 
for c(~d. Nevertltl'l":'H," 1.1(' atl'~H: "tIlt' IIt'ol'l .. of II"Ht'"1 hal't1 ('olltinued a pri,";)!.., tra,l" with 
tbe 1< re.neh and India II". ll!ha~)ltlllg III<'H" I'arts for IJt'al'cr skins and other eonlllloditie,s, and 
have opeuly kept on theu' fishmg upon the said ('O/tRtS." 

}I,', says further, that ")lo!l~i('~r La Bonrn, ?ovlwnor for the French king there, npon pre­
~n~~ 01 sO~le a!fronts anll 1I1,1tllWH olll'\'(,rl Ium by the govel1lment of Boston, did strietly 
mlllhlt thl' Hlhabltants llllY trade with lli,\ EngliHh, Hnd 1Il!»)','!)\,pr 1" 1,1 in imposititll1 of four 
hu~~re.'l eodfi~h tll.It'.1I t'Vt'I:Y Vl'H,el that should liHh upon tllll l'oaHt" 'and Hlldl as 1','I'\lH,'tl had 
thell fish und prtlYIHIOU, ,"'Ized on and taken I1way." By the" Bllston governmellt," Randol h 
means the govenuuent of Massl1chusetts. p 
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his-"cruii'ing-ground; while Villabon, governor of Nova Scotia in an 
official despatch to the executive of Massachusetts declared ;hat in­
struct~ons from his royal master demanded of him th~ seizure of every 
Amencan fisherman that ventured east if the Kennebeck ril:er, ill Jlaine. 
Th~ claim was monstrous. If I understand its extent, the only fisheries 
whIch were to be open and free to vessels of the Encrlish flaa ,yere 
those westerly from the Kennebeck to Cape Cod, and tho~e of th~ west­
ern half of Newfoundland. It seems never to have occurred to a single 
French statesman that the supply of fish in our seas is inexhaustible, 
and that, reserving certain and sufficient Goasts for the exclusive use of 
their own people, other coasts might have been secured to their rivals, 
without i~ury to any, and with advantage to all. In fact, evidence that 
such a plan was suggested by our fathers, or by the minio:try "at home," 
does not, I think, exist. On both sides the strite was for the monopoly 
and for the mastery. 

Richard, Earl Bellamont, arrived in Boston in 1699,* and, haying 
assumed the aclministration of affairs in Massclchusetts, pointedly re­
ferred to these pretensions in a speech to the general court, anll to the 
execrable treachery of the Stuart who had parted last \vith Soya 
Scotia and "the noble fishery on its coast." But his lordship could 
afford no redress. 

In the first year of the reign of Queen Anne, tlw t "'0 nations were 
again involvc(l in war. Among its causes w;/.-; the claim of France to a 
part of Maine and to the whole of the fishing-grounds. The people of 
New England, driven from the Acadian seas by the common em'my, 
needed no solicitation from the mother country to C'lIg;lgC heartily in the 
contest. On the other hand, employing armed YL'::,,,ds of their IIWll, 

they were hardly restrained, in their zeal and succe:"s, from banging 
as common pirates some of the French officers ,,,ho had been the in­
struments of interrupting their pursuits in the forbiddcll ,vaters. 

Nor was this all. They attempted the conque:'t of ~()\'a ~cl)(iQ, and 
equipped a fleet at Boston. The enterprise failed. Promised ships 
from England three years later, but disappointed, a second expedition 
failed also. 

At last', in 1710, Nova Scotia became an English colony. Its reduc­
tion \vas a duty assumed by the ministry, while, in truth, it was accom­
plished principally by colonists and colonial resources. Of the force 
assembled at Boston, six ships and a corps of marll~es were, indeed, 
ient from England; but the remainder, thirty ves"cls and four regi­
ments, were furnished by the four northern colonies. Strange it was 
that Anne, the last of her family who occupied the throne, should have 
permnnently annexed to the English crown the c()lony and the" n,oble 
fishery" which all 'of her line had sported with so freely and so dIsas­
trously. 

I have barely glanced at events which occupy hundreds of pages ot 
documcntary and written history. Whoever has examined the trans­
actions thus briefly noticed has ceased to wonder that the Stuarts were 

* It. \\'3" It new thing to see a nobleman at the head of the government of ~Iassaebu'ettR, 
and htl WU" 1'1',,(,h'I'.! with the greatest respect, "Twenty companies of soldiers and a vast 
concourse III' pellple met his lordship and the countesR, and there was tin'work and gOQd 
drink. all night," He died in New York in 1701. He was an enemy of the Stuarts. 
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so odious in New England. I know of nothing mor~ disgr~ceful t~ then:, 
either <IS rulers or as private gentlemen, than theu dealmgs ':"lth ~lr 
Willi31ll Alexancler, their own original grantee of Nova ScotIa, wlth 
the {'\;timants under him, and with their suhjects in America, who bled, 
reian :ili ('f n'i!.Cn, and throuahout their reigns, to rid thl'lJlselves of the 
cal~miti('s ent~iled upon theOm by the treaty of ~t. Gerrnains~ and w~o, 
in tl](' adjustment of European questions, \:T1T ~efra~ded of the !rlllts 
of tllt'ir ('\JTtiollS and sacrifices by the stIpulatIOns 10 the treatIes of 
Breda of London, and Ryswiek. . . ., 

The cOlliluest of one French colony achieved, the .mmlstry, Yleldmg 
to importunities from America, pn0ected an t'Jlterpnse for the reduc­
tion of Canada also-in which, as usual, the colonists were to bear a 
large :;:h;lre of the actual burden,;. Alter unnecessary, even inexcusa­
ble, delays on the part of those intrnstcd with the management of the 
affair in England, a fleet and a lawl force finally departed from Boston 
for the S1. Lawrence. A more mi81'Ll.ble termination to a military ope­
ratioll of moment can hardly be found in history. "The whole de­
si,~ll," \,"nlll' the IT1(,11r:>tcd Lord B()lingbroke, "was formed by me ;" 
and he :Idckd, "I ha\'(~ a sort of pClternal concern for the success of 
it." But hll\V could he !JaH' tholl,!.:'l]t "SU('Cl'S';" pn"si ble '/ 

The ,1!!'lwr;tl appointec1 to ('om!ll;llld the troop" was known among 
his bottl,'-c'J!lIpallinns as "hlJl/,si Jack IIill," and \\'as pronollll('('(1 by 
tlw Duj.;I' or I\larl11ol'Ough tu 1,(, "golHl for nothing." Tilc admired \"as 
so igllO[;1I1t-,,:,O lIleltil,jt'nt gClwr;dIY-;IS to imagine that "the icc ill 
the river at (hll'bc'l', freezing to the bottlllJl, would bilg(' his vc",;l'ls," 
an(l th:lt, to ;tVlTt so t;';lrful :1 dis;lskr to ller l\f"je,"'ty',; "II ips, lw "must 
place them on dry gTound, in frames Clnd cradles, till the thaw!" 

He W;IS sp;Il'!'d the calamity of winkring in ice one hundred feet in 
thicj';llc''';;! On the ]>;1,,8;1.1;<' up the St. L;I\HI'llCf', I,j,!,!'ltt of his ships 
were \\'reeked, and eigllt hundred and ci~hty-j;lllr men dr()\Yll<'d. But 
fur this, s;lid he, "1<'11 or twdve thOll';;IIJ'd n1en must hay!' been left to 
lwri,;ll of' cold ;Illd hunglT: hy the loss of a part, Pwyidcl1C'" saved all 
tll<' ]'(:',,1." (l( CIHlr8l', an l':qwdition ClllJsistill.!.C of filil'en ships-of-war 
:11 II I 1 uri y tra nsport s, of troops fresh from the y ictoril's of 1'1 arlborou rrh 
:lJl'I of colollists trained to the severitic's of a northern climate a~lJ 
sufIi"i"lll for the SLTviu', under SlIch chid~, accoDll'li"hed nothing but a 
h;l"r) 111'1);trture . 
. l"';.lt'l' was clI]wlu,kd in 1713. Down to this periOlI the French 

fl';\!I'~lt'f' hat! 1)(TlJ Illl)j'(' sllcct's,.:rul, probably, than those conducted by 
tll(' EIJ.c;ll.~l! or the All1ericLln colonists. 

TII"il' own ;\('1'{)11I11 is, indeed, t!J:d, ;11 the openin o of the century 
tlwjr (';Itcll oi' codfish was equal to the supply of ~Il continental 0; 
qatholic, Europe. B,Y tIle trl'aty of Utrecht, rn the y(>ar just men­
tlOlwd, I<..n~lancl. ollt;lllj('d what she had so long contended jor, as her 
st;ltl"".I1II'11 Imagmed-namely, a supremacy in, or monopoly of, the 
fislll'rll:s of our seas. 

Ol~ ~he (:O:18t of Nova. Scot,i;l" or ~caclia, the French were utterly 
prohllnted from approaclung Wltlllll ihnty league" berrinninrr at the I"le 
f R- Il 1 1 ' c, ,-, ° c 

~ ,~d ).e, ;Ill~ t lenee measunng southwesterly; while the uneondi-
h?nal rIght 01 E,ngland to the wllOlf' of NI'w{;)undhnd, and to the Bay 
of Hud:,;on and its borders, was formally acknowledged. 
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Yet, at Newfoundland, the privilege of fishing on a part of the east­
ern coast from Cape Bonavista to the northern point, and thence along 
the western shore as far as Point Riche, was granted to the subjects of 
Louis. It is to be observed that England reserved the exclusive use of 
the fishing-grounds considered the best, and also the territorial juris­
diction; that the French were not permitted to settle on the soil, or 
erect any structures other than fishermen's huts and stages; and that 
the old and well-understood method of fishing was to be continued with­
out change. 

By one party this adjustment of a vexed question was deemed fa­
vorable to England and just to France. But another party insisted 
that their rival, humbled by the terms of the peace in other respects, 
should have been required in this to submit to her own doctrines and 
to an unconditional exclusion from the American seas. The opponents 
of the treaty did not view the case fairly. The cession of Acadia was 
supposed to include the large island of Cape Breton; and, this ad­
mitted, the French were to be confined to a region from which their 
further, or at least consid crable, interference with vessels wearing 
the English flag was hardly possible: while, with regard to that very 
region, it should be recollected that, though England claimed J\cw­
foundlancl by the discovery of Cabot and tbe p():sse""ion of Gilbert, no 
strenuous or long-continued opposition had been mrtde, at any time, to 
all nations fishing, or even forming settlements, there; and that France 
was entitled to special consideration, inasmuch as her establishments 
for conducting the fishery had been held without interruption for more 
than half a century, and had been recognised at the peace of Ryswick. 
Besides, she had captured several English posts in addition, and, in 
fact, was in actual possession of a large part of the island and its val­
uable appendages. 

The party in opposition assailed the ministry in term" of bitter de­
nunciation. It was said that they" had been grossly imposed uIlon," 
that they" had directly given to France all she ,,-anted," and that the 
concessions were" uuiversally and justly condemned." ~uch are some 
of the words of reproach that appear in an officio.! report. In the po­
litical ferocity of the time, Lord Oxford was impeached; and it is 
among the charges against him that, "in defiance of an express act of 
Parliament, as well as in contempt of the frequent and earnest repre­
sentations of the merchants of Great Britain and of the commissioners 
of trade and plantations," he, Robert, Earl of Oxford, and Earl :Morti­
mer,· had advised his sovereign that "the subjects of France should 
have the liberty of fishing and dJ;ying fish in Newfoundland." 

* Robert Harley, Earl oT Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, a distinguished minister of state in the 
reign of Queen Anne, was born in 1661. .. After the peace of Utrecht, the tory statesmen, 
having no longer apprehensions of danger from abroad, began to quarrel among themselves 
and the two chiefs, Oxford and Bolingbroke, especially, became personal and political foes.' 
Soon aftN the succession of George I, Oxford was impeached of high treason by the House of 
Co=ons, and was committed to the Towel'. The Duke of Marlborough was among his 
enemies. Bulingbroke fled to the continent. Oxford was tried before the House of Peers in 
1717, and acquitted of the crimes alleged against him. He was the friend of Pope, Swift, 
and other literary men of the time. He died in 1724. His son Edward, the second Earl of 
Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, was also a great and liberal patron of literature and learned men, 
and compll'ted the valuable collection of manuscripts which he commenced, and which is now 
in the British Museum. 
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His lordship was committed to the Tower, and tried for high tre.ason; 

but such has been the advance of civilization and of ~he ?oct~me of 
human brotherhood, that an ;lCt which was a flagrant cnme l~ h:s own 
age has become one honorable to his memory. ~l~e great p~mclple he 
tllus maintained in disgrace, th,)l the seas of Brltlsh Amenca aI:e not 
to he held by British subjects as a monopoly, and. to the C'xclusIOn of 
aU other people, has never since be?n w holly dlsregarde~ by .a.ny 
Briti"h ministLT, and we may hope wIll ('wr now appeDr 111 BrItIsh 
diplol11<lcy to mark the progress of liberal principles and of "man's 
humanity to man." 

The l:JSS of Nova Scotia caused but a temporary interruption of the 
Fff:l1eh fi~b('rjes. "Within a year of the ratification of the treaty ot 
Vlln'bt, fugitive fishermen of that colony and of l\ewfoundland settled 
on Cape Breton and resumed their business. I have rem,lrked th~t, 
as the English understood the CeSSi()ll of Acadia, "accordi~g to Its 
ancient boundaries," this island was held to be a part of It. The 
French contended, on the other hand, that Acadia was a continental 
po~s('ssi()n, and did not em brace, of course, an island sufficient of itseh 
to form a colony. The sell lement and fortification of Cape Breton was 
therefore undertaken imnwdiatl'lv, as ;1 govl'mmcnt mcctsure. l'eycr 
hJS the1'(' been a belter illustration of the'-tileile character of the French 
peop]!' than is affi'rckc11,y tl](' C;I:,(' lwJ(,rc no'. \Vasting no energies in 
lIs(,I(',s regrets, but adoptillg thenr-wly(',.; to the cirl'lIlJlstan('('s of their 
position, tlwy fI'('()wled hom their losses with C,lSC awl rapidity. In 
17:'H tlwir jJ('d of fishill~-\,('_~"w},.; \Y;I"; lrtrgcr thctn at any former period, 
and is said to ho\'(' 1)('('11 quite jilUr huudred. 

H(.ferell('(' to the map \\'i11 ,~]J('\Y thctt Cape Breton and ]\OY<l Scotia 
are diyiti(,d Ly ;t narrow stnli1. '1'1)(' me('ting ofy(',.;"ds of the two Rags 
was unav?idablc. The ITyi \~d of old grud,Q( 's, collisions, and quarrels, 
\\:;1:" l'lTt;lln; but II() seriOII:" diHiculties appear to lwye oCL'lIlTed pre­
VIOUS tu 17:Q, 

In 1714, England and France 'WH' still ;lgain inyolYcc1 in war. 
~m()lJg the (';lr1ie;;t 1ll',lik Il('eds w('re the surprise of Ih!· English gar­
TIson at Call.~(,<II1, Nova i"cutio, anel tbe destruction of the buildings, the 
fort, and tile ,fi,.;jwry tlll'f!', 1,\ a (i)rc(' .Ii-om Cape ,Breton, ,llIeI dw C<lp­
tur!' at Newfollndland of a I, )'t'm']1 ship, bd('n With OIW hundred and 
fifty tons of dried coclfish, 1Jv a pri\-atecr 1)('1on rrinO' to Host!))}. These 
I 

. .. 0 ...... , 

lOW('\'('r, ;m~ lDci(lt'nts of no moment, ;III( 11Jlay be di"l'(,,.;('(l of in ;1 word. 
The French fisheries ha~l continuel1Yfospl'Wus. :rhey t'xcited envy 

and alarm. A(TOUlltS winch <II'(' L'()Il";ldl'H'd ;lUthentlc, but whil'h I am 
compcll(.'d to regard ;15 S()llll'\lh;lt c:\:lg!!cr;ltc<1, show that they employed 
nearly SIX hllndred Vl'ssds and u 1'''';1J'(},.; [)f t\\,('lJty-sevcn thousand men; 
al1(~ that the anllu,d produce was allllo"t a million and a h;llf qllintals 
of fish, of the value of more than four and a half millions of dollars. 
~Iore than all else, the fisllcry at Cape Breton was held to be in yiola-
110n or the treaty of Utrecht; for, as has been suid, that island was in 
the never-yet-defined count ry, Acadia. 

Robert Auchmuty,* an eruinent bwyer of Boston, and judge of the 

to -Robert Auchmuty was of S~-OttiB~ .1,·,,,'pnt, but was eaucated at Dublin, He came to Bos­
n, when young, and was appolilted Jwlg .. of til" court of aclmil'lllty in 1703. In 1740 lIe was 

Ii dllector of the "Land Bank," or bubble, which involved thIJ father of Samuel Adams and 
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court of admiralty, when sent to Englond as agent of Massachusetts 
on the question of the Rhode Island boundary, published a pamphlet 
entitled "The importance of Cape Breton to the British nation, and a 
plan for taking the place," in which he demonstrated that its conquest 
would put the English in sole possession of the fisheries of North Amer­
ica; would give the colonies ability to purchase manufactures of the 
mother country of the value of ten millions of dollars annually; would 
employ many thousand families then earning nothing; increase Enalish 
mariners and shipping; cut off all communication between Franceband 
Canada by the river i')t. Lawrence, so that, in the fall of Quebec, the 
French would be driven from the continent; and, finally, open a corres­
pondence with the remote Indian tribes, and transfer the fur trade to 
Anglo-Saxon hands. All this W:iS to follow the reduction and posseesion 
of a cold, distant, and inhospitable island. Such was the sentiment of 
the time. 

In 1745, the conquest of Cape Breton was undertaken. Yiewed as 
a military enterprise, its ca pture i;; the most remarka ble ew'nt in our 
colonial history. Several colonies south of l'ew England ,vere invited 
to join the expedition, but none would consent to waste life in a project 
so mad; and Franklin, forgetting that he W:IS "Boston-born," ridiculed 
it in one of the wittiest letters he <,vcr wfntf'. In :\Iassachusetts, and 
elsewhere at the North, men enlisted <1S in a crusade. 'Whitefield made 
a recruiting house of the sanctuary. To show how the images in the 
Catholic churches w('rc to be hewn down, axf'S were brandi"IJ('(l :md 
borne about; and, while Puritanism aimed to strike a blow at Catholi­
cism, the concerns of the present life were not !c)rgotten. Fi"hermen 
panted for revenge on those who had insulted them and driven them 
from the fishing-grounds. l\l<'rcJJ:lIl1.~, with Auchmuty's pampllIet in 
their hands, thought of thc increa"c,d ,,;de :ilI(1 the enlJallct'd price of 
New Eno-land fish in foreign markets. Military OlnCefS ,,,bo bad served 

b ~ • 

in Nova 8cotia in the previous war WtTC ambitious of further distinction 
and preferment. 8uch were the motiyes. 

\Villiam Vaughan, who was extensively engaged in the fisheries, and 
whose home was near Pemaquid, in ,Maine, claimed that, while listen­
ina to the tales of some of his own fishermen, he conceived the design 
ot'the expedition .. Governor Shirley,* of l\fassachusetts? embraced 
his plans, and submItted them to the general cour~. . By thIS body they 
Were rejected. Renewed by the governor, and ll1sIsted upon by the 
merchants, they were finally adopted by the vote of the speaker, who 
had acted previollsly in opposition.t 

many others in ruin. He was sent to England on important service, and, while there, pro­
jected an expedition to Cape Breton. After his return, he was appointed judge of admiralty 
a second time. He died in 1750. His Ron, Samuel, a graduate of Harvard University, was 
an Episcopal. minister in New York; and his grandson, Sir Samuel Auchmuty, a lieutenant 
general in the British army, and died in Itf2~. The Auchmutys of the revolutionary era ad­
hered til the side of the crown. 

" William Shirley, Governor of Massachnsetts, was a native of England, Rnd was bred to 
the law. He came to Boston about the year 1733, and was appointed governor in 1741. In 
1755, he was commander-in-chief of the British forces in America. He died in Roxbury, Mas­
sachullAtts, in 1771. 

t Mr. Oliver, a Boston member, broke his leg on his way to the house, and was not present. 
His vote would have caused the rejection of the plllll a second time. The members deliber­
ated under the first oath of socrecy administered to a legislative assembly in Amelica. 
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Inslrllltly Boston beca,me, the sc~ne o~ busy preparation. ~ 
"\Villiam Pl'ppl:rdl, of Kntery, m ]\LIll1e, and the son of ~,fit:iherman 

of the I"lcs of ~ho;,js, assumed command of the expeditIOn. The 
merchants of Boston furnished a large part of the, armed vessels ~md 
transport 0'. The fisherm1'l1 of Plymouth were the first troops to arnve. 
Those of ]\Iarblchc<ld and Gloucester, and those who had been em­
ployl 'I I by Pcpper~ll and Vaughan, followed in rapi~l succession. 
Lumberers, mechamcs, and hu"l);llldmen completed the force. 

Louisbourg was the point of attack; fO,r qape Breton w~uld fall 
with its capital without another blow. ,ThIs ~'lt.Y "';IS n',lmed In honor 
of the king. Twenty-five ycars and thIrty mtllrons .of livres were, re­
quired to ("I'lllplde it. It" w;dls Were lJUilt of bncks brought from 
FrancI '. More than two hundred pieces of cannon were mounted to 
defend it. ~() u:rl'at was its f'trcngth tb;lt it was called the "Dunkirk 
of America." 'J t kId nunneries '-and p<lIan's, tf'l"]",[('(,S and gardens. 
That such a city rose upon a lone, ck"oLtte isk, in the inkmcy of 
AIIlC'ric',l.ll colonization, appl';lrs incredible. Explanation is alone found 
in the fishing enthusiasm of the period. 

The fleet sailvd from Boston in J1:Irch. Singular to remark, of a 
military order, ~3/Jirk'y's ill"rructi(JlI" required an ,ImrIe supply of cod­
lines tor usc on the pass,lge, so that the troops might be ted, as much 
as l)(,,,,,i/,ll', on till' products (It" tlw "('a. 

A 1I1C1["(' undi"ei I di[j('d and disorderly bod.'" of men never disem­
barked tl' atll'llIpt tlw reduction of ,I walled city. The squadron COI11-
mamkd II.\' \\';IITI'n, and ordered I,.\' the mini,;!ry to co-npvr;ltl' \\"ith 
PC'PIll'rdl, arri \'ed in time to share in the perils ,md hOIll 'rs of the siege. 
The colonial jjed amI the sbil'''' of the royal lIavy kept up a close 
bll'cklll('. The coloni"h on shore, without a regular encampment, 
10d,~I'd in huts built of turf and ilLlslles. \\'ith ",tr,lpo' ;ILTlI"" their 
sllOu1ders, 1IICY dr'I~,~I,tl C<ll1l1on in sled,~('s 0\'1'1" moraSses imp;1s,~able 
with whed;;, ;\J;lkillg jest CIt' military subl'nlillation, tlj('\- tir('d at 
marks, the}" fished and ill\\' It ,d, \\Tl,,,tled ,m(l r; ICI'd, ;Illd C lIasl'cl atter 
b,~ll~ "hut Ii'om the Fl"l'lIch guns. Bacll."- ~hcltered, and l'xha1l"11'I1 by 
torl III lllud amI water, and by exposure 111 a culd ,lIlel j;,!.!:~,' clill1<1te, 
fitlecn hundred lwc:tllll' "jd( ,Iwi unfit for duty. ~t ill th~' siegl' was 
cond 1ll"lt'd with surp;l",;ill,Q: energy, with soml' "kill, and coul'nge-sdc1 o III 
equalled. ,">;inc thousaud Clillllllll-balls and "ix bumlred bO~l1bs were 
disch:lrgl:d by the ;IS";lil:tllt,;. The Frl'lI('h commander submitted on 
the' t:,rtY-lIinth day of the imTstllll'llt. TIJ(' \'ictors entered the" Dun­
kirk of" the \\'('"Il'rn world" amazed at their own achievement. 

A Sill,~II' d;I}'s delay in the surrender might b<ln~ l"l'o'lIltec! in discom­
fiture ,llId ddt'at, and in C'xtellsive mortal sickllcss, sincc, within a few 
~lOurs ~r tbe capitulation, a storm of rain set in, which, in the It'n d,ll'S 
It contlm~ed, flooded thc, camp-ground and beat down the huts \Vhi~h 
the culolllsts abandullcd tor quarters witbin the walls. 

P('Pl'rn:ll and Ilis ~ompanions were the most fortunate of men. E,'en 
after tlw bll of t,he, CIty, ~he French, fbg (which was kept Hying as a 
decoy) lun'd wItlun, t~eIr ,srClsp ShIpS WIth c;lrgn(:'s of merchandise 
\Vort~ lllllrc than a, ~mllron ot dollars. ,':fb(' exploit was commended in 
the hIghest and loftIest terms. Even thIrty years afterwards, Mr. Hmt-
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l~ylt said, i? the Ho.usc of Commons.' that the colonists" took Louisbourg 
trom the Ii rench s~ngle-hand~d, wIth0.ut any European (]ssistance-as 
mettled an enterpnse as any m our hIstory-an everlasting memorial 
to 'the zeal, courage, and. pe~severance of the troops of 1\(,,\' Englancl."t 

~hese are the mere outlmes of. the accoun.ts of this extraordinary 
affaw.:j: Several of Ollf books of hIstory contam full cletaib; but the 
correspondence of Shirley, Pepperell, and Warren, which i~ preserved 
in the Cullections of the Historical 8nciety of Massachusetts, as \\" ell as 
the .letters and narratives of subordinate actors, should be read in con­
nc'xl'OCI. 
. ~ century nas el~psed: 'With the pres~nt condition of Cape Breton 
W VIeW, we almost Imagme that we hold m our hands books of fiction 
rather than the records of the real, when we read, as we do in Smol­
let, that the conqu(~st of Louisbourg was" tlte most importllllt acizirTrll/clIt 

-of the war of l744;" in the Universal History, that" -,-YCle EIlf[I'lJId O"ave 
peace to Europc by raising, arming, and ti'an;:poyting four'· th(JlI~lild 
men," whose success" proved (/n c'l"iralcnt jJr all the SIICc(SSCS of the 
Frcl1'Ch upon the confincnt ;" and in Lord C hestcrticld, tha t, "in the end 
it produced peacl'," and that the noble duke at the head of the Dd­
rniralty declared that, "if Fmnce U'((SIIlUsler?( Portsmoutlt, he u'ould IWlIO" 
the m.cn who slwuld giN" (,'1/ lie Bretoft ill e.rclulli gr." U 

The p,'ace uf A.i:..: la Cbapdle, in 174'), was di"dlOnor;lhle to Ellgbnd 
at home and in her colonies. Of the ,I djustnlL'nt (If tbe qU(·.~tions which 
reltltl~ to our sul~jf"ct, I may remark, that she not only l'CstfJl"nl C,q}l: 
)3retoll to Frunce, aua subllJitted to the humiliatin.~ condition Ilt' send­
ing two pcr;;ons of'rank Dno di"tinction to re"iile ill tbat kingdom as 
host<lges until tllllt i~lnIJ(l and other conquests slJOulcl Lf' actll"lly S11[­

rendl'J"l'd, but consented also to oltlit all IIll'lltion of the ri!.!bt of English 
slll~jects to n:lvi.!l<lte tIle American seas \\'ithout beinQ" liable to s,'areh 
and molestation, though that pretension on the part of the French \\':15 

Olle of the origin"l causes oftbl' W<l1', <IS well as the basis of the :ltt:lcks 
made on Walpole's ministry. The results of the pl',we to England 
were an immense debt, the barren .elm,\' of supporting the German 
sovereignty of Maria Theresa, and the alienation of the affections of 

.. He was ono of tho British commissioners of pellce in li8:t 

t lIol"llce \V DIpole culls Sir l'eter \\T arren "the conqueror of Cape Breton," ull.d says tbat 
he was" richer than Anson, ann llbsurd It' Vernoll." \Vllipole also quotes a remark of)Iarshal 
Belleisle, who, WIWll Ill' \Va' told uf the tllkiug" of Cape Breton, said. "he e .. uld belie,e that, 
herltllse the ministry had no hand in it." 'Vlllpole adils: "'Ye nre making boufirps fill' Cape 
Bt·et,.n, lind thllnderiug O\"l'r (Jenoll, while ollr Ilrmy in Flnnders is running- all uy anil ilrupping 
to pieces by detachments taken prisuners eyer.'" day." 

~ April 4, 174tl, II committe.' of the House of Commons carne to the following resolution: 
H ResolfJed, That it is tilt' opinion of this committee that it is just and rea~onDble that the 
~t'wrnl provinl'cs and colonies of Massachusetts Bay, ~,,\\, Hampshire, Cunnectieut, llnd Rhode 
INland h.· reimbul'sed the l'xpensl's thl1Y have been at in taking and secnring to the crown of 
(Jrl'&t Britain the islnnd of Cape HI'eton and its dependencies." 

1\11', Burk(J n'lIIarks on this rflsolution that" these eX]Jl'nses wen' immf'nse fur sn~h colonies; 
thf'Y wt'rp aho,"" .t·otllll,IIUU sterling-money first J"nised and adyaneed on their pnblic credit:' 

\YiJliullI DolllIll, .. "Hector of the cURtoms for Salem lind Marblehead, who married a daughter 
of Govcnlllr :-;hirl"y, \I'M "l'nt to England to solicit the reimbursement of thl'se expenses. Ho 
obtaincd the SUIil of.f 1 .... :3.1; W 8terlin~, after a difficult und toilsome agency of three yeurs, 

He retllnlcu to Bos(on in )74.~, with six hundred and fifiy-three thonsand ounces of sil,er 
8Jld t,'n tons of cuppcr. This money \\"1\8 landed on Long \Vhali, placed in wagons, and 
carried through the strect~ mid much rejoicing. 

2 
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the people of Nrw England, who saw e'Vi~lence th~t t~e 11o.me (if Har;!.-­
over, like the ~lll:lrts, ,V(Te ready to sacnfice theIr. \'IC~Ones and then' 
interests as " equivalents" for deteats and dJ>;a;;ters lJ?- Europe. 

The fall of L(Juishourg fmel the general hazards of war reduced the 
number of French vcsseJ, employ~ll in the fisheries upwards o~ four_ 
hundred in a single year-to follow the received aC("i~lJlts; whIle, o! 
the one hundred which still remained, nearly the whole, probahly, 
made tll('ir filTes at Newf()undland. This hr;IIlCh of industry was des­
tined to a "low [(c(rv.'!"}, of pr(>~l)('rity; for, in 17.56, we. record still 
another \Y:lr between Fralll"(, and ElJ,Q'brrcl. 

Among the C;IU."CS of h(J:"tilities on the' pnTt of the. latter PO';\"!'T, as an· 
nour]l'l'd~in the royal declarntion, weI'!' the 8ggressions ufthe FreDch in 
1\'o\"a S('(Jtia.* It; that repir)lI, and on other "(J;lcts fn''ll1.'nted by fi~h~ 
ennen, the war was attl'll.!.,(1 with m:ll1y distressing circumstam;('5.t 
\Vit!Jnut 8}';(('(' llJ]" details, I .em only;;,;i\'e ;l :"ingk l'x<l!llple at New· 
fnundhlnd, "\Y}lCre 1\1. de 'I'OUrIlf'Y, ill ('flmlmmd of it French force of {our 
ships-nt~thc-line, ;1 bomb-ket,'h, 'and a luiciy of trn"p~, londed at the 
B;lyof Bulls, d(':'·(fIIy.,d the Ew.:!ish "l'ttl"I!lf'nts of TI illity and Carb!)· 
Dc~~r, (';1 ptnrcd s( '\'. T~ll v( ,,~,s • .J:-:, il. ',"I rllypd the stn,:!" 'S and i~l1plements of 
fi,dll'ry "fthc illlwbilnnt", anel, :11'p";lrillp: nff :-:t. John, the capital of the 
isbnd, drIJI:Il1(kd <Iud ulJ«lirwd its ;-;Ufr.'nlil-r. 

OmittilJ~ lJ()ticc of minor "Y"IIU', W(' ('Ilnw, in 17;)O, i() the second 
~i(',!.!" of LlJlli~bourg. Thc ("ITt' employed ,";IS immcIl"'" l'lll1~i:,ring of 
tWI '111 y "hi p,;-of:'tlll'-line, eigllt. '('11 fri,~; I t. ',;, a Inr!.!, , 11cet •• f ;-;ma1ler \'C3-

seL, and un ;lrlTlY of i()llrteen thOl1,.,llld mcn. Tht' ';'Il'Ll'';:'' of this c~­
petIition (';111;-;.,<1 'grl';lt n:i"icill,!!" throughout the British empire. Th." 
.Freneh ('olors \\(,IT (kpllsill'cl in ~1. l';\Ul'~, Lond,tll, and a form of 
thanbgivillg ,'"L18 ordered to be u:"cc1 in ::Ill the ('hurdle:"; \\"IJile in New 
En,d?nd, pruyn". and t~'lllk"gi\'illgS \HTL' solemnly oHered on the do­
lD(':"tll.' altar and 10 pubhc worsllJp, 

G('I)(')"al.\\Tolie ~'Il~lJm[~Il(kd a d,'l;Jch,"cl b?o.\, oft\'\~o thousand troop~, 
~1I1d was highly c11"tIllgllI~lled.t H(, "aIled trom LIlUl;-;I)()llrg the f()llow­
mg year, at the hend Ill' eight thOlJsnnd men, til "die s;ltishcd" on the 
I>.lains .()f Abralwm. "\Vell l1lipht he uttn tIlt""" words! He was the 
VIdor 111 on(' of the t\f'ci"iYl' llauk", of the ,vorlel! In the hour that the 
]~rjti,,,,h t1'O(rp;-; l'Ilkrl';l Qu('lwc, tbe rule of America passed from the 
Gnllll' to tllt> Allplll-~:I"\")l1 rat·!,. J3etwI'I'1l 1he dCQth of a Jesuit filther 
and ,the bre~killg up of a 1'n'l1ch sl'1tlement in ~IaillC, and the treaty of 
Pan,;, \\<tSJll;-;t a C!'lltmy Liwl a halt: \\'e baye seen ho\v large a l;a]"t 

" Mr, lIu,\ti",oll, in a Rjlf.\l'l'h in Parliament in 1 ",it> 'Ilid' "S'll' the "'ar \\,\' h b . tl 
,...(" • . 1 r • ..... I • , u He egan III 1'6 

ye~r 11 "0,. I'ollllllonly enlled the I),'ycn ): eurs' \Var, was, strictly ~p('(l"i.lIg, so faT as 'Telates to 
tlus countly f/nd to the BOUT/IOn "ovanments orf Fmllrc and Smal'n a" r I' / "/ 

I
" ,b r ., ,,.lIT JilT co OTlW JlTIDI cues 

co ontal datllls, alUl colonwl asccndcncy In t hI' cour~e of tl)~t \\"lr B 't' j I '11 d B ,E>, h' • .'" U (, I' 1 . ...; l a tl an ntu;;, 
valor 1'111("'.) III ,the IWlI(ls of tillS ("ollntry Qlleill'l' and the Huvalla B)' til" ' fl· "' t I' 13" b . ' " e <..1 ptlil" 0 t leee 
.or ressl'S, ,,!'I'lLi. ntalll eeallle Ull~tl'e"" of tlill eolonial dcstinies of tile 1I'.'~t'.'ru world." 

t Th;- .firs~ ?On'llleNt8 of B!"itiRh IIrIns in Amcri"/I ill the l~rellch war were tbe French fort of 
Beau KI'J.,((l. m the Bay of]< nOlly, aad tm. othl'l' ]""t8 in the SUn)" r'e"!' C' 1 11\1 1 

til 
. h ' ., . ," ~ " on. 0 one onc •• ton 

e conljuelOr, gave t e name of]<ort CllluheriulIIi to Benn Sl'jour. ' 

~ "Wolfe,", ~uys Horaco 'Walpolp:, .~ who was no friena of Mr. Conwny Jast renr, ulld fur 
w om 11 con>cqn,ently have no atlectlOn, bas greut lIlerit, spirit and alacrit,; 'lild ShOllC 
extremey at LIJUlSbow'g." 'J' , 
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of the period was devoted to war. The contest 'was at an end. T.he 
Gaul resigned the mastery of the New World to the Briton.* 

In view of the PAST and the FUTURE, our fathers ,,'ere" SATISFIED." 

It remains to give a summary of the exertions of the northern colo­
nists to achieve the conquest of Cunada. So numerous Were the sea­
men and fisherrpen of New England on board of the ships-of~war, that 
her merchants were compelled to navigate their own v!::'""els \yith In­
dians and negroes. More than four hundred privateers were fitted out 
during the contest to ravage the French 'Vest Indies and distress the 
commerce of France in all parts of the world; and it W<lS asserted in 
the House of Commons, without contradiction, that, of the :,wamell 
employed in the British navy, ten thousand were natives of ~-\nwrica. 
For the attack on Louisbourg and Quebec alone, the number furnished 
by the single colony of Ma;:s;/chusetts was five hundred, besides the 
fishermen who were impressed.t A sillgle example of the pecuni:lry 
burdens of those who personally bore no purt in hostile deeds \\"ill 
suffice. A Boston gentlem<ln of f(Jrtune sent (11)(, of IJi" tux-bill" t() a 
friend in London for his opinion, and reccin;d for <lnswcr that" he did 
not believe there was a man in all England who p;lid so much, in pro-

" It may be Rllid that Great Britain hilS hardly hud a moment's quid with (,,,nuda ~ince the 
day when Wolfe rose from a si('k bed tn ",Ii .. hnppy" in plunting her Rug (Ill tht, walls of 
Queb"". \Ve cannut stop to t.ract' til<' rt'URUlIS fiJI' tliis Rtate uf thilll!s. hilt Illl"t ('onfine .. ur 
remurks t.u thl' ('ourse of eyents inllllt'lliat .. l) f,lIlo\\ illl! II", ,·oWltll·s(. "~ftl"r tlil' f,dl of (~II,·I" .... 
ltllll th,' reduction of tilt' I'ntire country, but befi,n, the final .. ""i,m, then' 111"0'" Ull (,xc-iIi,,;: 
cont nl\'<H'KY ulIlong' R(lIIW of tl", lendillg 8tat .. so",n of the tilll", wlwther Cunadu ,lioliiol he n', 
tuiued or n'Ktored to Franee, and til<' island of Guadaloupe I ... adued to the British dUllIiniolls in 
its Klt'ad. Tllt'n' seelllS to hay,' been a pn'nt!I'lIt feur that, if CUlHllla wert' kept, til(' ("oloui,'s, n,l 
of ullllpprehensiullR from tite Frend., wouM illl'rt'aK" ut au ulanllillg rute, aut! finally throw olr 
their dependence Oil tlw 1Il0till'r eoulltry. A truet was l'ubliKht',] in Sllpport of tlliK vit'w, sup­
posed to have been written either by Edmund or \Villium Burke. to wl.il"h Fr~nklin replied ill 
bis happi"Kt und abk'KI milliner. Frllllklin's !lllS\H'r, in til<" jlld~'llH'nt of )lr. ~Jlurk", .. was I"" 
lieved UI hllve had g'rt'at. weight in the ministerial ('0 llIl('il s, IIml to hllH' ueen mainly inm-u, 
mental in cau8ing CmuHla to ht' held at the peaee." 

In the comse of thc di~pute, tilt' I'ital'ge WI1' openly made that the treaty (If penee whi"h fI'­

stored tu Franc" tht' cOlH1lle,t8 "f B('lIi~ie, Uorl",,', Gaudaloupe, St. Lucia, Mllrtilliqul', !Iud Ha­
Vllna, whidl guarantieti ttl hel' peopl" the tlSe of th,' l\('wti.HInulullll H.']",r)" aud w!J'lcn I<> 

tained lin ItC'luisition of"o doubtful value as Canada, was the result of corrupt bnrgaining. 
Lord :-:t, Vill"l'lIt (a grl'llt nllval captain, and hardly infenllr to XeI.oll) w~s of the opinion, 

eYt'1I in 17/"1;1, that Canada ought not to be retain!'11 by Ellghmt!. Lurd Brongham, in Iii" his­
torical slletel",", 1'"lat"8 thut, .. when Lord Shdburnu's pean' (Ii::':l) Wa. sih'ileJ, and bf'fore 
tilt, terms were llIudl.' publie, he sent for the admiral, Bud, showing them, asked hiH opinion.' 
'llille them very well,' said he, 'but tllt're is a grellt omission.' 'In wbat?' 'In Il,tI\il1:,i 
CunUM aR a British province.' 'How could Wl' possibly gin' it up l' iuquired Lord Shel­
burn!', 'How can you hope to keep it '/' replied the veteran warrior: '"ith an English re­
public, just est.ablisht'd in the sight of CllnatiH., alld with a population of II haudful of Eu~lish 
settled !Il1long II body of llereditary Frellchmen, it is impos~ible; amI, rely on it, you oul)' re­
tain I!. running sore, tIll' source of endless disquiet and t'xppnse.' ''''ould the COlliltry I)!'ar 
it 1 hllve you forgotten Wolfe and Quebec /' asked his lordship. 'No: it is because Ire, 
1I1l'mbpr both. I BelTed with \Volfl' at Quebec. Having lived so long, I have had full time for 
rpf]('etion on this lIluttl'r; 8nd my dear opillioll is, that if this fair occasion for giving up Canada 
is n,'gl('<'II'<1, nothing but difficulty, in either keeping or resigning it, will t',"er after b .. knowu.''' 
'l'hi~ l'O'JIIarl{l1ble prediction has been fulfilled, as every on<3 who is familiar with Canudiun af­
filirs will admit. 

t .. The )!lIs"aehusetts forces," in 1759, 88.ys Hutchinson, "were of great service. Twenty­
five hunJred Kl'rved in ~an'ison at Louisbourg ILDd Nova Scotia, in the room of the regular 
troops 11I1,,'n from thl'nce to serve under Gcnentl \Volfe. Severul hundre(l selTed on boaI'(I 
the king's sbip8 us St'Il11H'U, aud the remainder of the six thousand five hUlldrcdmcn votcd iu 
the spring served under General Amherst. Besides this force, upon applicution of General 
'Volfe, three blmJred lllort' were raised and sent to Quebec by the lieutenant governor, in 
the abaeDce of the governor at Penobscot." 
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t ' ror tl1e support of aovernment.!1 I find it stated that the PQr lOn, 1( -, 0, -If f h r 
amount a:-:sc~scd, m taxes of every kmd, was nearly ha 0 t e payer f} 

mcome. _1 h 
In this rapid notice of the events which prf:'eedpJ an~ leu to t e ex~ 

I indion of French power, I hn~e n~t e~;lg~L'ratcd the lIJ?portcm~e at­
tadit'd to the fisheries. Few ot the /;lr-"Ighted :;jaw, c·ven. m the dIstant 
fi.ltur p , us 'Ye' really sec, in 1\(')'1' Francc, nnd that half-fabulous ~~un­
liT, A(,;ldia, the buiiding of ships to preserve and increa:"e the mnntlme 
~t~pncrth of Enabnd ,,~heat-lands to riY;II our own, thf" grent lake3 
~niteJ )"ith the ~)('L'a~, anel upon the :--:t. Lawrence aud ~t. Joh~ some of 
the prim'ipal timhl'r-mn~·t;; c.d' t?e world. J\ay, among ,tht> 'VI:-:(,,,t, the 
Indian was fCIH'n'!" to glIde m hiS canoe on the wntcrs-iorever to roam 
the dark, limitle:"s f(lre"t. In a wc ))'(1, rl](' vision of IlIC I"t was bounded 
by the fur tf;lC\e on thl' :"oil, a.ud IJ'y the ~:sh trade on tl~e sea. . 

A sinale remark upon the mHuence ()f tllc:-:c events m producmg the 
Revolutir)n,limitc,tl as is the planofthi~ n'p0l't, cannot be omitted. In 
thl_' "pa per "tuff" emitted hy l\l:J,,";lchus('tts to pay oH''' P~ips's men," 
we :'f'" the germ of ill/' "cont inenU11 money." In t lite' le\ylTl,~ of UlX:'" 
in the r;li"ill!j Clf troojl'" and t!Jc gener;]l inclepf'l1d,nce ot the colomal 
as:semblies during periods of w;)r; we find explanation of the w(Jnder~ 
iiJI case of the tl'<llJ:,ilion of tlll":"(' }"J(lie~ int() "provim:i"l congresses." 
III the m<lll)' armies enlbodic·d oncl fleets fitit'd at Bn"ton, we lC'arn why 
the peoplc'; ±:1ll1iliar with milit<lry men and me"Sl1n'~, almo:st reck~ 
1.:.-:;,;ly prm',,}.;,'cl colli"ion with trw troops sent by their myn sovereign to 
oVC!'-;]\\T and subclllc' them. 

In truth, till' prlllllin,'nt aelor" in the wars of 17·14 and of 1756 were 
the prominent actm,; in the strllg~k of frccdlJm. Thus, \yith Pepper­
ell ;It the sipge of Lnui"bourg \V('J'(' Thornton, who l)('cnme a signcr of 
th,~ Declaration of Illdepeudent'('; Br;l(ltord, who commanded a conti. 
nental regimcnt; anrl (hiclley, who laid (Jut the works on Bunker's 
Hill. On the fj'ontiers of \'l!',~inia nnc1 in the west, in the last-mentioned 
\'1':11' W;)'" tl1f' illu~trious 'Ya"hington. Enrr;I<Y('d in one or both of the 
French \yal'S were L"\\'i", 'V(;\t-()tt, 'YiliL'~lS, and Livingston, who 
wert' ~i,l!II('r,; of tIll' Declaration uf IndependC'llcc; and Prescott, who 
commanded Oil the lll('l11orable 17th of June. :\llJuna those \\'ho became 
generals in the Hc'v()llltion ,,'(Te l\loIlt~'()Illt-'r\" wi~o fell at Quebec; 
(;atl':" tIle victor ot ~;J],:Jt(),~a; ::\I(']'c(T, who -was "lain at Princeton, 
and who, in the estir:lLltion of '" )/1](', W;J" s, 'concl only to 'Yashington; 
Morgan, the IJ('rtJ of tlw "Cowpens;" Thomas, who commanded in 
ClIlI;l(la ;lIter the fill of Montgollwry; James Clinton, the fiuher of De 
Witt Clinton; :-;tark, th(, victor ;It Bennington; Spencer, Israel and 
Rufus PutUlIlll, l\ixon, St. Clair, Gibson, Bull, Charle:, Lee, and 
Durke. There were also Butler, the second in command at WyO­
r~!n~; and .Campbcl~, a ~istillgui~lJCd col~ncl; ;md Dyer, chief justice 
0, C()nnectICl~t;. Crmk,. ?It'ector-general of the American hospital, and 
t1,le "o~d ODd ll1tlmatc ~ tnel~d " of \Vashington; Jones, the physician of 
II rnnklm; J()hn Morgan, dU'ector-general and phy~jciall-general of the 
army; an~l Hynde, the medical ndvi""f of 'Voite, who was with him 
when he f."ll, and n?co~panied Patrick Henry against Lord Dunmore. 

It was m Nova ~cotIa and C;m;lll:J, and on the Ohio, then-at Port 
Royal, Canseau, Louisbourg, Quebec, and in the wilds of Yirginia-



21 

an~ in putting ?own French pr~tensions, that our father;; acquired the 
skill and expenence necessary for the succes~:ful assertion of their O\\-n. 

We pass_ ~o consider the terms of the treaty of 1763. In reply to 
the proposltlons of the court of London, the French ministry, at the 
commencement of the negotiations in 1761, consented to guaranty to 
England the possession of Canada, provided England would res-tore 
the islaud of Cape Breton, and confirm the right of French subjects to 
take and cure fish in the Gulf of St. L~n\Tence, as well as on tb~> banks 
and in the island of Newfoundland. The fortifications of Louisbourcr 

eo' 
the court of yersailles, however, suggested should be destroyed, <lnd 
the harbor laId open for common use. These terms seem to nave been 
the ultimatum of France. 

In reply, the British ministry insisted upon the unconditional cession 
of Canada? with aU its dependencies, and the cession of C npe Breton and 
all otller islnnds in the Gulf of St. L;:mrence. They replied, further, 
that the important privilege of fi.';hing and curing cod on the CO;l"t of 
Newfoundland, as provided in the treaty of Utrec/lt, they had not 
designed to refuse, but [(lC'rcly to connect \yith stipulations rclntiye to 
Dunkirk; and that tile isl;H1d of ~t. Peter would be", '( led to F r;ll)(,.~ 
upon {flUr indispensable conditions: first, that the isLllJd should not be 
fortified, or troops be stationed upon it, under ;my pr('tl'''t wl!atn'er; 
second, that, denying the ve:-se}s of other nations all right:-; c\','n of 
shelter, France should usc the isbnd and its harbor f()r her own fisher­
men alone; third, that tlj/~ PO-s(·ssion of the i,;lawl "Imul.! !lot Iw 
duemcd to extend in any manner the stipubtiolls of tIt(' trl';11y of 
Utrecht-that is to S;lY, "~J loco Gup BUfI(H'is/a non Clli'll/O USI/I/I (ld 
extremitalem Ijllsdcm iusuZ(c _"'ll/I7Ilriollllll'/I<', illdiqul' at '''/us I)t'f'ir/I JIlII/'~ 
recllrrendo usque ad /rWUIIt PUlnte Ricltc appe11a/llm"-[From the pbn' 
called Cape Bon;)vista to the north:'rn extremity of tile said i"I;IIHI, 
and thellce running westerly to the pl;wl' denominated Point Hi .. llf':] 
fourth, that ;til English cOl11mi";,,;lry should be ;tUO\\'( ',I to l'l',.;itie ;It ~t. 
Peter, and the ('()mmander of the British ships-ot:'w;,r on the :\"\\'­
foundland station have libertv, ti-mn time to time, to visit the i.,land, tu 
see that thc,;c four condition;' he duly ob.-:erved. 

With these propositions the French ministry were di88;lt isfit'cl. They 
desired rigbts of fishing in the Gulf of ~t. L;l\\Tence, whil .. , with regard 
to the ce""i(ln of ~t. Peter, they remarked that it W;lS SII small and so 
near Placentia, that, as a shelLer, it would pr()\-e altogether illusive, and 
serve to create dispute,.; between tlte t\H) nations, rather than facili­
tate the fishery of the French subject,.;; and they referred to the cession 
of Cape Breton, or of the island of St. John, as at first suggested, but 
expressed a willingness to accept of Canseau instead of either. Still, 
if the British ministry, t()r reasons unknown to them, could not agree 
to the ce.-:sion of Cunsmu, then tbqr submitted that :\Iiquelon, an island, 
or, as they considered, a part of ·St. Peter, should be included ~n the 
c(,,.;,,iull of the last-named island, for the two joined together thd not 
exceed three leagues in extent. They said also that theY,would main­
tain nQ militarv establishment at either of the places mentIOned, except 
:t guard of fifty men to support police regulations; and th,at, ~s mueh as 
possible with so weak ~ force, tl:ey would pre~e~t all, to~elgn vessels 
from sheltering, .as reqUlreJ ; whtle they would limit tbelr hshery on the 
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coast of Ncwfoundhnd to the stipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, 
provided it should be unders~()od that t1~ey could t~l~e a~d d:y fish on 
the l'O~lst of ~I. Peter and MJll'H'lon. '10 the l'onchtlOn l,elatlVe to. the 
rcsilhwt: of the commis.sary on the ('I'lied islands they (hel not o~Jec~. 

In Eng1nnd, opposition to ouy ('Ilncessions to France ,\,,,8 soon mam­
fe,;!. The £1s1]('ries in tIll' Gulf of ~1. L;lwrellCl' and on the Banks of 
Nt,\deJUndlancl ,\'('1'1' held to constitute a grl';lt so UlT(' of wenlth to 
Franc(', awl to be 1wr principal nun-wry fl)r se~n:en. T~e voluntary 
offer of the ministry, then ,ji )j"', tr. continuE the 1'n vllegl's ('r~l(JY('ll ullder 
the tre:,t\" of r'I)'('('ht, was yi('\\'('ci with .2]'1';lt displeasure. The fish­
eries, it H~{fS said, 1ccre worth 1l/l)Fr flillt/ all ('illlada. The comnlOn coun­
cil of ~nwl()lI, :I,q n'pr(,~1 'litill~ t!le ('lllllm('rci~ ~ i\ll.t~rt 'st of !he kingdo:n, 
tran;;lmttf'll to the mt'IJlllt'rs uf the HlJu"I' 01 Cf)mnlons Jrom the ('lly 

perc-In ptory instructions on the sul~ir" 'I of the treD I y, ',Ill( I particularly 
th;lt lhe s"tl' :illd pxclu"jy(, right of fishing in the Amencan Sl';lS should 
he n'~('r\'('cl to the sllhil'l'ts ot' the British I 'f1l\YII. :--:uch, indeed, were 
dJl' ,;enli llj('lJb of a big(, party. But their H.'Il1oustrances were clisrlt!­
garclecl. 

The negotiations ,ycre concluded at Paris Februnry 10, 1/G:1. The 
artie]p,; of tlll' tl(':lty wilieh rtbll' III our sul~icd are the fc,ll()wi!l,~': 

" The sul!j('I,t,~ (If Fr;mct' slJ:tll haH,the liberty of fi,;bing ami dry­
ing ou :1 parl ot' the ('\):\,;(;; or tile ishnd of :\1'\\'l;)IH1elland, such as it is 
sp;'('itit'd ill tIll' Ihirtl'l'lIlh :Irlid(, ofl!Je In';!lv of Ctrccbt, which :trticle 
j" r('II<'\\'"d ;m.1 (,,)[)~jntll'd by the prj'''I'llt 11:(':lly, (except ,\'hat relates 
to ltll' i,j;lllll of t ~:tPI' Brl'1un, as wi'll as the ntlll'r islands aml coasts in 
the I1llluth ,mel in Ihe (~ulf(Jf ~t. L:I\\'/'I'11I'(',) Allll bi,; Brit:lunic .\bjl'C'ty 
C(Jlt.~I'llt.~ to ]..:1\1' to die :,u]-~i"ct" of the .\llIst Christian EilJ,!.; the liLert;" 
Ill' ji~hill,c: in the Gulf Ill' ~1. La,H\ 111'(', on ('ooclition tll;l! thl' Sllhjl'Cts of 
Fr~Il1I'(' do not I'XI'ITi"t' tlw s:tit! fi,dlt'ry hilt al rlll' distnnce I:r three 
IC:I,!!llI:' ti'(1111 ,,11 tIll' 1'();I~I,; IwlOlI,2in,!..!· v,' Great Britain, as well tl!tl~(' of 
t111' ('lIlltilll'nt ;t,; t]JO,;e of tIll' j,,];ltlll',; situated in the ;;"id Gulf of ~t. 
L:I\lTf'W'I'. ,\I1c1 as to wlwt relates to tl;" ti.shcrv on the coast,; of the 
j"bnd Ilf' {'ape nrl'llJn, Ollt ofs:tid gull; Ihl' "uhj:,('\s of the-'II).~l Chris­
ti<ln Kill.~ S11:11\ fIIlt II(' permittl'(l to .... l'Xf'fcise thl~ ";;);11 £1s111'H but at the 
dist:llll'(' of fif!l'('ll [I':tgu('s hom the. ('O~lstS of the island o( ('ap" Bre-
1 Oil; "w1 the hshf'ry on the I 'O:i,.;1 S 01 j\; ova ~(:f)l j;" or :\f 'n (1i:l, :llId ('','ITY­

wher .. ('[sf' out of the said gult: shall remain on the iootiDO' of iornler 
treat iI's.'" b 

," 1'1](' ~in,? of .Great Brit:lill ('cries the i,;l,lIlds of St. PilTre and 
M1CJII('I~n, III hl~l nght, to his ~I()"t Clnistian l\bj""ty, to ScrYl' as shelter 
III till' 1<,rl'I,II.'b k.dll'lI:Wll; and his ",lid l\fo,.:t Cltristi;m l\Lii\,,,tY enaanes 
not to f(~rtdy the s:lld. islands; to 1:1t'l'I no buildings ul)on '~h(,l;: but. 
/!IlTcly 1,01: ,the C()nYI'IIJ('I~C(' of the, fI"llt'ry, aBd to keep upon them a 
gll,l)'(lot hity 1111'\1 only for 11](' polwl"" 

Thc~l' stipu~;lti~~: w?rc sevcrely nltackec1 in Pnrli<1mellt (lId else­
where. "JUllll1:';, III b,ls n'k]I[;iI:,t1ld!IT to the Duke of Bedfi)rd does 
not ,",Cl'UIl\t- 10 clWH!C' IllS 01';1(,(' "dlll br-!"'"I'Y "n,.,l' J' I (' 'G , . ~ ':,. u". D II' ~ v, >11Jr~'I', ua-
~al(.'I1I)f', ~1. Lu('w, MurrlTll,<luc, th('jisitery, :ll1d the' HaY;IIW," said he 

~j(' g1I'rH~IL' mOl1um('nt.",ot yo~r grace's tale~'ts fIll' negotiation. M; 
l.end.' we (II( too Wilt Q('fjl.lOl,ntcd wl.th '!lOUT jllCUilwry cllllJ'l/crcr to (}link il 
llUsslule that so mall!} Jntbhc sacrifices sllOuld hate been made >jJitlwut ~m..Ilt 
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pri'l:af-e compcmations. Your conduct carries with it an 'tnternal e-ridence 
lJeyorul all the legal pToofs of a court of justice." 

Peace had hardly been conduded before the French were accused of 
violations of the treaty. In 1764, ~ sloop-of-war carried intelligence to 
England that they had a very formHlable naval force at ,\ewloundland; 
that they intended to erect strong fortifications on St. PF:ter's; and that 
the Englidh cOIllillodore on the station was without force sufficient to 
[6revent the consummation of their plans. The party opposed to the 
ministry pronounced a war \vith France to be inevitable, unless the 
British government were disposed to surrender both Kewtoundbnd and 
Canada. The alarm-which illustrates the spirit of the time, anel the 
sensibility of tlie English people-proved to be without caUi'e, since the 
French governrn: gave assurances that nothing harl been or would be 
done (oatrary t<l the letter of the treaty; that he hnd but a sin,!.,!:le small 
cannon mounted, without a platform, designi'd merely to al1s\yer "i~nals 
~o their fishermen in fo,Q'gy weather; tl1;lt no building'3 or \\'orks had 
been erected; and that hOis guard comi"tecl of only iimY-~('Y('n ilwn. 
It appea.red, however, that the Frellcll na\'ul tiJrcc wn" consideraule, 
<xmsi:o.ting of oolle ship of fifty guns, another of tweut}-six gUll";, und 
othds of smaller rates. ' 

Rerrnarking that tbe Frcnd] employ(·d at ~ ewfouncUancl t\y,) bunclred 
and tilty-nine vl'ssd~ ill Ii ()'.;, and aU(Jut tbe S(lmc 1l11aJlwr n\"e yenrs 
later, we corne to the Will' ufaur own Hcvolution. To illduce FLlllC(' tf) aid 
us in the stru,f!,e;!(', (lUr ellvoys WfTC ;llltlwriz( '( 1, in 177 (i, to "I i pulal c that 
all the trade belween the United ~t;lt(~S and the French 'Yest lndi,'s 
should be carried 011 either in Frcllch or ~\mcrican Yl,,.;,, .. I,,: alltl Ihey 
were spl'cially instructed to <I ~";tIIC his l\fo,.;t C hri"l i:m l\Iajc"t.\', that i'f~ 
by their joint cHarts, the British should be cxclmlc-d /i'olll allY share in 
the cod-lisherit's of America bv tlJ(' rnlw'linn of the i"lamls of i\cw­
tlmndLllld and C:q)l' Breton, :1i1.(l "Ilip;;-of'\\'ar "hould bl' furlli,;[wrl, at 
.lhe expense orthe United t')lnk,.:, to reduce S()\'a ~c()tia, the fisheries 
Bhou!d be enjoyed t'llually between thellJ, to the (·xclu,,;r .. , of aU 
other nations; and that olll,-Imlf of !\C\yfl,undland should Jdong to 
France, and the other half, \vith Cape Bretoll and ,\()\'a :-)cotia, tu the 
U uiteJ States. 

\Ve may sm ile at-we can hardly c()mmend-our DLtlwl's for claiming 
so larg<.' a shure as this notable scbeme Jeyis('d; but tile :=:pirit which 
conceived ancl was prepareLi to exccLlle so grand all enterprise, addi­
tional to the m;lin purposes of their strife with the mother country, is 
to be placed in strong contrast with the inrlifierence manifE'sted now 
about preserving our rights in the J0l!1l1ins which they thus designed to 

W~OO~ .., 
In 1778, the pn:iect wa.s renewed. In the mstructlOns, to FrnIl:k~m, 

he was directed to urge upon the French court the certmnty of rummg 
tile Bril ish nslwrics on the Banks of IX ewfoundland, and conseo lPnt.ly 
the Briti,dl marille, by reducing Halif~lx and Quebec. ),~n PT~ny;"g 
Ilis inst ructions wa,; a plan for capturing these places, Il1 whlch the 
henefil'; "I' tl1(·ir acquisition to France and the U nited btatc~ were d!s­
tinctly pointed out. They were of importance to France, It was satd, 
bccause "the fisber" of NewfiHlndbnd is justly considered the baSIS of a 
good marine;" auJ because Hthe possession of these two places neces-
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~arily secures to the party and their friends the i;:wnd and fi~~e.ries.rr 
Amon rr the benefit,.; to the United bUttes would be the. aC~~l5ltlOn .of 
"two §tak"; to the l:nion," and the "ccuring cf the rlshenes Jomtly WIth 
Fr;lI1ct', "to the tot;11 exclusion of Un';lt Britain." 

An alJi;lllC{, with France secured, a pbn to redu~e Canada at least 
was ;J("("()rdingly m;lturednncl adopted by Co.n.!?res~ m the ~().urse ~f the 
last-lDE'ntioned'Tar. It W;I'; tlj(-' I'n'v;llent OpmlOl1 m the L mted ~tutes 
that tht, Frerwh ministry not only approved of this mc;,";L1!C, ,but that 
(\ne of tlll'ir uhjects in forming ;111 alliance witl~ us was to r(>~;tll1 ,a part 
or the whole of the P(),~~('",;i"IIS in .\tlWri(';1 W.'I.ICh t1wy ,had :{),.;t I~ l)re­
viou,; war:', and tlJll"; J'(',!.("aill their i(\rmcr poslllon and m~illcncc Il1 the­
western hl'llIi"pJII'rl'. Bilt the t~,d iil now wi'll a";Cl'r.t<lllll'd th~t they 
,vere <lycr"c tn the d(',~i~n '-'!!Iinsr C;1l1:1da, amI that, lrDm the first, It 
\YLl,; tlwir ';d1led polil':: to II';I\T tl1:1t colon,'-' ~nd i\'llva :-;cNI<l depend­
encies of Elldand. \V;lshington di,,;;cutt'd trom ('()IJ~rl's", [lnd pre­
sented tlJat ] j( Ie! v with" lillie!: Il'ltl'!' on the subj<'Cl. 11 .. thou~ht the plat~ 
both impr~lI'lif';;ld(' ;tlJ(llll1\~:i~('. ~\moll~ hi;; re:I"('~l~ fi)r tb~' l:Jt~er opilJ­
ion wa.;, tllat Fr;ll1(,c \\'1 Juld ('ll,~TI I:'S "the \vhole trade 01 .\ l'wiouncllanc£ 
,dwlJ( 'VI '1' ,,111' I'll ';1 "f ·cI," allli thus ,,;(','nre "the fill 1 '.';; nllr";('I)' of SeUll1C'n 

in ihe w()rld." '1' he C~PC( lition W:l" n('vcr underw kell, 
The 1]'(';lt" O[CIIIJJlIll'l'(T ],d\\'I'I'n 1,'r;lI1cc ancl the linited ~tates C(,11-

cluded in 177"';, ;mel ;wnlllhll,y ;1('1 or COt1b'TCSS in the yeClT 1800, con­
tained the f;,llIHl'illg- pr()\'i,;inns: 

" .:\ RT. !). 'I'll<''' "I ~jl 'f 'I..;, inlw I ,itrml :", 111l'rCnants, commrll1cl('fB of sh ips,. 
m:lstl'l''', ;llltlll1ariIllT"; of tIll' ,,1;111'';, I"'llyinl't''', ;11111 dominions of each 
party, l"l',,!,ectivcly, sball ahEtain .-Jllll l;,rlw:ll' t() £-ish in aU 1'1;1L'l'S }I(lS­

~1'~s('tl,()f\\llich "Ilallllt' P()'~"f,,~,,'d, hytbe other party. The MIl~t CllI'i,,­
tian Kill'-:':, slll,jl'('t,; sh"ll l1"t fi"ll in the h;]\TII.~, ]);1,\'8, <'Tl'l,k", ]'oads. 
('Il:l"t~, or pLII'("~ wbidJ tilt' ,.;"id [nitI'd f'Lltes hold, or shall hE'[(~;diIT 
11Old; awl ill like manlier the sul~jt'ct,;, lll'opk, and inhaLitnnts of tbe 
said Cnitcd ~tl1<''' sh"ll not fish in the h8\'('II", ba\',.;, en'('),;,,,;, l'Oad~. 
ell;!st", III' plaCL''' \\Jlidl till' .:\I",;t Chri"ti;1l1 King ]>():';S(:"":\"~' or "hall here­
alt('!' 11()';<I'~S. And if ;lliV ,;llip Ill' \,(·",wl shall be found £-ishin,' cOlltrarv , n 
10 tIll' tcuor oftbis tre;]ty, tlw ,,;Iid sbip IJI' \,1,,,:,,,1, witb it" lading, pm('):!, 
being m;ldl' tlll'l'l'lIf, ,.;11;111 he ('III1f],,(,;ltcd. It is, bl)\\'('\'('!', ulldl'l'stoud that 
the I'xdu~i()n stipuLltl'd in the present nrticle shall take pla~e only so 
long ;lIJd ,~() fir ail the ;\[o"t Cbristi;1l1 King or tIl\' rnited Statl's shall 
not in thi::: respc'd JI:I\'(' grantctl an ('x('mpti(1n to S()lIlC nlher nation. 

"AwL 10. 'I'll(' Unitcd 8t;II('5, tlH'ir ('itiz(,ll:' nnd inbabil;lllts, ,;hlll 
never di'l~lrL tl!c :-;"I~j(,(,ts of, th,l' .'\I".;t Cbri:-;ti;m Kin,~ ill the enjoyment 
and (':\(']('1:'1' III the ngbt ofhshJl1g on the Bank" of i\l'\\'icllllltll;mcl nor 
in the inrldini~,~ ane!, l'xdu';i\(: rig,ht wb~l'h belong:;; 00 them on th<1t' part 
of the CO;lst 01 t}l:1t Island willdt I'; dl'''',~llatcd hv tlle treaty of Otrel'ht 
nor in tIl<' rigbts relative to all and ('ueh ot'the i~lt':3 which '1)('10110' to'h.i~ 
Most Cbri:"tiun l\f;I,i(,,~ty-t!j(' whole conformable to the true sens~'-> of t~ 
treaties 01' U t rl'cilt and Paris." 

Elllh,rkl,tt in \yar with tbe greal(',.;t maritime powC'r in the world,~ 
FrCln~'(~ had nel'(l of all he\ sea,men; and to secure lor her ships-of-w<lJ: 
her. fi,'!WI, JllC'lI absent at New IOllndb nel, her treaty of alliance with th6)­
Uruted ~t;I1(',; was kept secret for SOllle weeks, to rrive time illr theiu­
return. D,ur~ng hostiltties, ~t. Pierre ~md Miqudnn, if not almost aban.­
doned by hshmg-vessels, were the scene of no incidents to detain us. 
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Anhe peace in 1783, the whole subject oftlie French rights of fish­

ing was examined and arranged. As will be seen, sevenll important 
~hanges were made, and explanations exchanged, by the two contract­
Ing rowers. ,It may be observed, further, that the. new fishing-grounds 
acqmred were .t~ought less. valuable than those W}lICh she relmquished, 
though the pnvIleges obtamed by France, consIdered together, were 
much greater than those provided in the treaty of 1763. The articles 
which relate to the subject in the treaty, and in the" declaration" and 
"counter declAration," or separate articles, are as follows: 

"ART. 2. His Majesty the King of Great Britain :"llall preserve 
in full right the island of Newfoundland and the acljacent i"lrlIlds, in 
the same manner as the whole was ceded to him bv the 13th article of 
the treuty of Utrecht, save the exceptions stipulate"d by the ;jth article 
of the present treaty. 

"AUT. 3. His Most Christian Majesty, [of France,] in order to 
prevent quarrels, which have hitherto arisen bet\yeen the t\yO nntions 
of England and France, renounces the right of fishing, \v llich belon,!!:i 
to him by virtue of the said article of the trea1y of Ctrecht, frum C;l]~~ 
Bonavit't:l to Cape ~t. John, [Point Riche,] situated !lll the eastlTl1 
coast of N cW£(lIlnJland, in about fifty degTees of north latitude; whereby 
the French fishery shall commence at the said Cnpe ~t. John, [Puint 
Riche,] shall go round by the north, and, goill!! do\\'n to the wes11'rn 
coast of tbl~ i"land ?f N('wi;.)1 m~land, shall h;1 v(' I; Jr. I!OUllC./eJ ry the pLI<'C' 
c.alled Cape nay, sItuated m forty-,.;even dcgn>,'s hfty m1flutl'''; bmwIt-. 

"ART. 4. TIle French fi"lll'nnen shall enjoy the fi,:ll<ry ;Issi~n' 'll 
them by the f()f('going article, as they have a right to enjoy it by yil tile 

of the treaty of V trecht. 
" Awr. 5. His Britannic l\Injesty will cedc, in fllIl rigllt, to bis :\Io"t 

Christian l\I;~i('M.V the islands of Ht Pierre ani )li'llH'lou. 
" ART. G. W jth regard to the right of fishing in tl](' (311H' of ~1. Law­

rence, the French sh:lll continue to elJjo,Y it conturInahly to tllL~ ;jtb 
article of the treaty of Pari::,," [17G:3.] 

In the" dE'clar;ltion" on the part of Great Britain, it i,; ,;aid 1 hat­
"In order that the fishermen of the twu nation,.; may not !2'in'I';luse 

for daily quarrE'ls, his Britannic l\I;~iest.'· will take the mo~t positive 
measures for preventing his subjects ti'om interruptin!,!, in ;my manner, 
by their competition, the fishery of the French, during till' tenlporary 
exercisA of it which is granted to them, upon the coasts of the islaml 
of Newt(Hlndland; and he will, i()r this purpose, cause the fixed settle­
ments which shall be formed there to be removed. 

"Hi,; Britannic lH;~esty will give orders that the French fisbe,rme.n 
be not incommoded in cLltting the \vood necessary for the repair ot theIr 
scati()lds, hllt~, and fishing-vessels. The 13th article of the treaty of 
Ti1rl'l'ht, and the methofl of carrying on the fi::;hery which has at ;Ill 

time,; hepn acknowledged, shall be the plan upon \yhich the fishery shaH 
be carril,d on there. ft shall not be deviated from by either par:ty-the 
French fishermen building only their scaffolds, confining themsel\'~s to 
the rep;t r qf their fishing-vessels, and not wintering. the~e; the subjects 
of hit' fJitann:c ~Iajesty, on their part, not molestmg, III m,ly man~er, 
the Fren h fi~ermen durinO" their fishing, nor injuring theIr scaflolds 
during their UUSl'lll'L'. The I(ing of Great Britain, in ceding the islands 



26 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon to France, regards th~m as ceded fo! ~he 
purpose of iwn'ing as a real ~helter .to the French fisherI?c.n, a.n.d,Ill f~ll 
confldence that these p()~:~esslOll"; Wl1l not be~ome an object of Jealou,?y 
lJl't\\TClJ the two llations, and that tIlt' 11,,111'r), IJl'twcen t?e sald 
islands ,mel that of l'iew founrlland :::h<111 be limited to the mIddle of 

the cham1f'l." 
III tilt' " counter d('daratioll" on the p:lrt of Francl', it i:-; said that-
"The King uf C:n'at Britnin undnuiJl(·dly places too much con~dence 

in tll<' uprip:lltl1es:-; of his M:I.ic:'ly's intenti(Jns r.JOt to r('~y upun 111s ~on­
Hant attention t () pr('yt'nt t lw i"b lid" of ~t. Pwrre all:l :\l1quelon from 
bccomin o' an obiect of jc;il()u"y bdwC't-'1l the 1\vo lwtil)ll". As to the 
o:,I/I'rv (~l tl](' C~():lst,; of' ?\1,\yt~uDlll:md, \ybich has llC'en tIl(' object of 
the ]l(',\\- :lrr;!ll~I'IlH'l1ts Sdtled llv the two ~1J\,('l"l·igns upon this matter, 
it is sulfici(>l1tlv a",'l'rt:lillccl I,v 'tlle 5th ,node of the tre:Jty uf peace 
si,'-"JlI'd tlli,.; <1;I'\" and I)V tl](' J"t'];,r:ltioll likl'wi,;C' delivered this day by 
his Britannic .'\'1:Jy~ty',.: ';lIl1lla~~:td{)r ('.\lr:l{)rdilJary and pleIlip"tc'llti,lry; 
aucl bis ~\I".il''';ly d('d;trc"s tbat he is fully :":tti"J-iL'J on this he:1cl. In re­
g;Jrd to the ii,~lli'n' 1,,'1"'('1'11 the i~l;JI1d uf l\cWlcmndbncl and those of 
~t. PicIH' :llId ::\Ii;llJdnJI, it is not to be carried IIlI. by I'ilher part,V, but 
to the middl(' Id' IIii' <'l1:UlIlcl; and his l\!:I.iI'~ty \yill gin' till' most posi­
tive oHkr~ tklt tllt' 1"r('11I'1I li,\wrtill'lI "ball Il()t "'0 1)('\'lIllIl tbis line. 
Hi~ .:\f:I.i('''ly is firmly jllr';II;likd tbat the King Zt Gr~at Drituin will 
~iYI' like order,.: tu tlw EII"li,,11 fi.~lwrlllen." 
~ '1'1/1' li"her.\' at ~r. l'i, n:' ,ll1d Miqndon, at the periorl of the French 
r< 'Yolutiilll, wa" in iI pril~pl TOU" eonditiun; butthL' cOlllusion ,mel dislresses 
of ciyil \\-ar :'(1I.11 prolllli'('cl a IIi,,;I,.:trilll:' dJall~I'. awl tIll' 1i"llill"-~rounds 
\\'('1"(' in a C',1'I':lt JI')ll'('(' :lballt!"lll'll fi.Jr :--1,\,\')';,1 1'(';l1"S. In 'l7\1:2, the 
Hum[" r of llH-'lI 1'1111'[".\('(1 hoLil at Nt'\\"li.undland'and kduncl was less 
tlJ<ln t llirty- Ii >llr hUlltln'd. The h():,t i It' relations with Ellglawl wllich 
illlluw('d tIll' d(liJwc:li(' ('ilIIJIIJilliOll,~ c,lllsed aclclitiullallllisfill·tuflcs, until 
till' /1":/1'(' of :\Iniclls, in 1"';1J:.~.* 

In till' .\'1':11" 1>,011, II." a trt':tty 1)('t\\'('t'n the United ~t;ltes ,mel France, 
cO.l!,oludcr~ ;iI l~uri,~" it \\',,~ ~tiplliated th:11 "neither p:lrty will interfere 
WIth the h,;jJl'rws ot tIle IIll11'r on it:' l'O;ISI", \lor di,;turlJ tIle other in the 
c:x('I;'ise of its righ~s which it now holris, or ill;IY acquire, on the coast 
of ;-;1'\\'fi)lmdLlIld, lCl the Gulf "t' ~t. I."nHI'lIL'I'. or l:be\\'lwfl' Oil the 
.\.mcric:lll coast northward "ftll(' United ~tiJt('~. But the \vhale and seal 
tisIJI'I:i('s. "hall I)l~ fj·( 'I' to ~uth in t 'VI 'I)' ljll;Jl"llT of the world." X"poleon, 
at t11lC: t1ll1l', \\;IS "1']'('111I"r consul (II tlJl' Fn'ncll republic." 

TIlt: Frt'ucll, l'()d-!i~lli'ry at ;'\,;\\"loundland was lunlly fe-established 
a~ till' P":ll:e 'Jt AlllH'I!';, wIlen n'lll'wcd llilstilitic,; \yilh EII~I:lllll 01.:(';\­

sLUned ti(',,,I,.caian:itics. l:ntil the downfull of l\npnlL'on, i~l 1,,1 .. 1, this 
branch ot distant wcluHtry was pursul'd without vigor, antI \\·jtb severe 
losses. 
---_._----------- -----------

• The flshinq Pl'il:i]"g(,R whie~ WI'I't' continued to France were Ilgain the subject of eumplaint 
at the p,'a";' (~f ;\;:II(,]]S. Tho nIght I-Inn. 'Villiam "Tindhum. in a "P"I'1'1i in ral'linllll'at, ~o'\'e1U. 
bel' 4, 1,.,111, "01,,1 t Ii at , by th" terms of tlw proposed I,eacI' "Fnllll'I' ail'<" IIMItt'll" '1111] ('XI'l'l)tl'nrr 
T' 'J 1 cl C 1 • I' , ' ~ ,-,,<.., '" 
" rtlll It( au ey on~ },Ilg alii] gll"'H evorythlllg;" and in tIll' elllllllt'l"IItion of ('<,seione whieh 

tende,~ ouly to ('o!llmn Ulore amI more the deep despair in wltich he WItS pluoged in l'(ln· 
temp~,atlll~ th~: probabJo ?ullse'lucn.eos of: the present treaty," he mentioned, "in North 
AmelIca, tit. I Hlrr~ and Mlquelon, WIth a nght to the fi8hories in tho fullest extcnt to which 
tolley were ever claImed." 
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At the peace, a deputation of English merchants and others con­

nected with Newfoundland entreated their government to refuse to 

France continued rights of fishing allowed u~der the treaties of 1713. 
of 1763, and of 1783. But the British ministry, aside irom <Yener:;l 
considerations, regarded the restoration of the Bourbons as an :vent of 
momentous consequence to Europe, and confirmed to France all her 
foreign possessions exactly as they stood at the commencement of the 
war. The Newfoundland colonists have never ceased to compbin of 
the renewed competition which this policy required t11em to meet, 
They contend that, whatever was the opinion in 17-:':3, the fi~llillg-grounds 
along the shores from Cape Ray to Cape John, which arc enjoyed by 
the French to the exclusion of all others, are, in the judgment of eYery 
person competent to decide, the very best at Xewfounclbnd; aud they 
further insist, by reason of the advantages possessed hy Fr;mce and 
the United States, that the English deep-sea fishery ha~ heen a ban­
doned. These and similar statements are to be found in ufficial papns 
and in private letters, ancI are never omitted by the coloni:;ts ill thcn 
conversations on the sur0cct of their fi::;heries. 

It may not be unkind to reply that the French and :\meril·an fisher­
men are industrious, and that there need be no other cxphlJCLtion of 
their sucCt'ss. 

The insertion here of the thirteenth article of tllC' tre;lty (If P;lris in 
1~14 is not necessary. As already iutim:1ted, the Fr('n~h \Yere' cnn­
firmerl in t1w rigbts which the)" P(),'<,",I',::.-wd prcvious II) the \Y;Jr. The 
elevcnth article of the trc;lty of Paris in the j()llowilJQ" ye':lr, at the 
g't'neral pm:ification in Europe, rcitfTatl's the confinm1ticI11. BL'JL>rclI,:e, 
lherelore, to the articles oftlle trC';ll\" or 17,-';;3, to the "dl'I'Ln;ltiull" alld 
"counter declaration" recorded at fL'llgth in the pr()p( 'T CUlIlll'xiol1, \y ill 
affilnl it pcrfl:ct knc)\v1eclgc of the present extent, lillliLltill!ls, ;llIlIIOl'CLl­
ities of tbe fishing-grounds of France in the l\ll1('ric:ll1 :,c: I s. 

With P(';lC(' came prosperity. In 1616, the Fn'l1ch t()]IIJ;I,~'" 01 :.\'1'\"-­
fc lllndlaml was nearly thirty-one thous,mu; tl](' alll~'u nt ill ]S;?:l, how­
('\'('r, appe::lfS to have Lwcn reclucl'rl nearly ollL'-baU. It rose sl1uclcnly, 
aud in a :-;ingle year, to about thirty-scv( 'n thousanll, awl, ill( '1'1'01 ~i ng an­
nually, eXl'I'pt in IS:?5, was upwards of fifty thousand in 1 '):2~. In 
tlJ(' SllCl'l'('(ling ten YI'ars the increase was only five thousand. 

Tbe number or vcssels employed in ISH anel two years hter was 
ahout four hundred; and the number of seamen in 10'3407 was f':,tim;ltcd 
at twelve thousand. These facts, on which I rely, afford proof that the 
Nc\vfoundbnd fishpry is now prosecuted with energy and success. To 
f,)l1ow the 8t<lt(,111f'llt8 of the English colonists wllich :m' to br' mt! ,,,ilh 
in official documents, the number of men eng::lged at ~t. Picrre and 
l\Jiquclon, anu on various prlrts of the coast between Cape Hay and 
('ape John, sholJld be computed at t\vent'y-five thousand. There is 
the same authority for estimating the annual catch of fish at one mil­
liun of quintals. 

I regard the "iews of M. D. L. Rodet, of Paris, as far more accu­
rate. '-He states that, "without her colollies," the cod-fishery would" oe­
t:omc ncarly cJ.tillct;" that these colonies "only COl/SUllie anlluallyeigltty 
thousand quintals;" that foreign nations "scarccl y take {( filth" of the 
catch; and that" it is by submitting to the exorbitant duties, which at 
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any moment may be changed into prohibition, that the preca:ious and 
triHin IT mO rket in Spain is retained." A v!-'ry large proportIOn" tl~en, 
of th~ produce of the cod-fishery is consumed, in Fran~'e; and It IS a 
sufficient refutation of the estimatt' of the EnglIsh colomsts to say that 
the fJlwntity remrtining ofter deducting the exports, as computed by 
l\1, lto<iet, j" not wanted in that kingdom. 

The' numhc'l' of Ycs"cIs Sillt'I' the p('ace of 181.5 Iws not e~cf'eded 
f(,ur hundred, ('xcept in the sin~le year of V:::2!J; and, assummg that 
the st:ttemcnt in di"ClL"sion is correct, these y('.s,.:cl,; (,lllpl!)),l,(l an average 
of sixty mcn p~J('h, or doubll' the numbcr which, as ~dl [In;;onc' familiar 
.vith tIle busilWC''; \\'"ll know, i" nC'!','s";lry on lJ,lanl as ij"llL'fll11'11, o~ on 
shore as "sbnr('slll,'n," The ,,;IflW [.11bq' exists as to the catch; for a 
million of (rlintals iiI[" fom hundred \,I~sscls is tw,'nty-6\,e hundr,pd 
quintals to (:';I('h, or ('lIl1"i,JI'r;1 hly Illore tl13n dou hIt' the IIJ('; ~ n guantl!Y 
caught by the ve,,:,c1;; of any flag in the ,\'orld. Til allow 111)f'rally tor 
the c:lfI'l; of the "hoal fi,)JI'ry," and to con:-;idl'r "boat fishermen" as 
included in thl' (':"Iimlte, I ('~;nnot think that the figures of the English 
colonial documents ;Jr(' accurate by guif(' IIlle-half: If further evidence 
or l'x;lggl'r;lfion 1)(' \HInted, it may ))(' found in tbe gruyf' ,Iss('rtious of 
the sali1e writers that (Jur o\\'n '\'I'.~:,ds fishing in the W<ltrTS of British 
AIlIf'l'i('a ; If< , 11lmncd \\-ill! upw;mls ofthirty-scveu thousand men, and 
cat('h in ;! y(';!r Ollf' ;mel a half millions of quintals of fish! 

'I'lli' ~tat('llH'llt,; thus refuted arc of consc(ILll'IlCl', as will be seen in 
anotlwt' part of tlli" report. 

Equ"lly ("'I~,2;I'r;ltl'd arc the ,wermrnts th:1t the French and Amcri­
cntl ji"hcri(':-;, "bol,;fel'Ctl up by bounti,'s awl prohihitillll"," havl'" a8 

e(JlDplelt'I~' S\\'('1'I" the Ellglish flag from 1111' (:r;lI1d B:lI1k of X,,\\,­
fi)Lll1rihlld ";1" if Lord Ca,tlcre;I!.dl had l'tltll'l'd,'cl the ('xdu,in' ri£4hl " 
i.n ] "1+, or "" if the" 1"lll1bined /It't'fs IIf Fr;I[J('l' ;Illd "-\lIwrica L had 
till('t'd it" 10 retrt':lt 10 "the ill-sIH)["(' IIr boat fi:::herv;" ,mel that the 
" Frcllch and A 1111'ricOIIS, baying tak'l1 1'1.:-;s(',;sion of the Grand Bank," 
11;1\'1.', hv so doill!.!;, ''('\.It'IHlt'lllint's ot' ('ircumvallatioll ;Illd contr:l\'alla.­
tion rr'Ll~jd tht' i,:Lmd, l)rc\'cntin IT the irJl>'ress or I '''rt ''':S of fish to and 

~ ,-' ,-. 
hOI!] tile "Ia.n', ;1I~d: a~I'"rdillg to tile opinions of tbose best qualified 
t~) :Jl~d~( " ,l?rt '<I( ly lI!JUflllg the in-shorl' ~shcr,~'- th,c only fishery lett to 
}Jflu,.dl sl~IIJects: and tllat olily to ;1 porlIOn tit the I"Lilld," 
,Dcf,'rnll~_ a itlll ;lIj~\V"r to tIll ','(' t'lJmpiaints until the subject of colo­

mal all(',:!;ltIlltl:-; r('!;,tIW' to our own ;Ig,!.!;rl'ssillns and violations of our 
treaty rigbts are considered in ddail, tilt' only L1J1"wcr nCl'l'Ssary to be 
wildl ~ bere is, silll ply, ~h<1t thl' "illgress" and ""('gress of iish to aI1d fi:om 
the C'1~lIre," Ita,; '!lilt ell/m'ly cCil.:r,!, liS yet, sill(,(~ the ('xport of coclfish fl:om 
th~ EnglIsh N('\vfiJUnclland ft"llt'ry ;llllOllIIf" to nearly aile million of 
(lI11nt;il:-; ;IIIlIUally! • The lamentations of a people who, though" com­
plc~cly "W''1)t'' fro,m their own outer fishing-ground", still shmv, by 
t1J('lr (mn rd,urns o,t the customs, that they huw.' sold, between 1841 and 
18J~J, both, mcluOilvc, (l meo~~ quantity, f!/ ?line hUJlJ'I'cd and siJ'/y-s(,Il(']~ 
tlw1Js{~nd fjumtals (to be exact Il1 the statlstICS) annually, may well excite 
a SlIlll('. 

T?;'t. the charge against the French fi'3hermen of trespassinO' upon 
the hshmg-gruunds reser~ed to British suJ~jl'cts is true, to a con~idera­
hle dq;ru.', may be admItted. Her MaJl'::;ty's ships-of-war have S0111e-
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times found them aggressors, not only at l"ewfoundland, but on the 
coast of Labrador. Troubles from this source occurred in 1 S4-'2' anel 
in the following year the Briti~h sloop-of-war Electra, in ende~l\~orin!.\ 
to drive off a vessel .fishing on the southwesterly shore of Xewiound= 
lanu, unfortunately kIlled one man anu ,'.'Oul1deu others on board of 
her. It appears that the Electra was on the station filr the purpose of 
enfrJrcing the treaty stipulations; that one of her boats gaye chase to 
the French vessel, and, not being able to come up with her, fired acr038 
her bows for the purpose of bringing her to; that, not huvinIT accom­
plished this object: another shot was fired over her, ,,,hich, p~-()\'ilJg as 
ll1effectual as the first, was fonowed, by order of the omc:er in charITe, 
by a shot aimed directly on board, and producing the results m(,D.tion~d. 
The afEtir created much excitement at the moment. A french friaatt> 
arrived at the capital to demClnd explanntions, and the g')Yernl~ of 
Ncwfomldlancl immediately sent a despatch to the ministry" at homf'," 
stating the £lCts of the case. The offence, in this inst;mce, consisted 
merely in taking bait on the shore not within the limits prescribed tilT 

vec:sels of the French flag by the treatie:'; of 1713 and of 17 -..:J. The 
officer in command of the Electra's boat is said, by the colonist:,;, to 
have acted in accordance 'with the rules of the service; Lut ~I contrary 
opinion was p.xpressed by the French.· 

The "Bultow" system of fishin.~ is clearly in yiolation of tre:1ty 
stipulations. Prior to the pem;(' of 1SIG, there is good reason to lwlieve 
that both French and English fished from the decks of their YI'."'<·}';:, 
without coming- to anchor, and without linc" monn·a with "1'\'cra1 tbou­
sand h,lited h~oks attached thereto, <IS at rTf·St·nt. T1II're is much dif­
ference of opinion as to the degree of iq]ury to the shore, or English 
fishery, on this account; but since the que'tion is one to 1)1' "I'l tIed 
entirely by the" declaration" in 1783-namely, that "the mctbod of 

----------- -----
* The French fishennE'n suffE'red much at thp hands of the British officers who guarded the 

0011'(.' in1B52. A coloniulncwslwper contllincd the following Ilccount: 
"It appears that the Charles, unuer the cOllnnaud of James Tobin, csq., commissioner of 

fiHh(lries, has becn doing service at lldli-islp, wli!'rp, on the 29th ultimo, there WPl'e nbuut olle 

hUllllred French fishel1llen, with about tllirty bnttt'atu, who were jn.<t l'lll1llll"JH'iJlg their an­
Ilunl invasion of llritiRh rights. Mr. Tobill inllnediatt'ly ran down to H. :\r. brig :-;"l'l'ho tl) ub­
taill help, as JH1nes Fiulay had not then arrived with his ereII'. His messl'Ilt;,'r hHd to (rllvel 
seven miles over laud Oil the night of that uay, lind by halt:past eleven of tho ""lllt' night re­
turned with 1m iutimation from Capt. Cochran that he would land the required fl,ret' l.Jy day­
light on the following day in Blaeli Joe Con', whither :\11'. TobilJ then proeepd .... d with tho 
Charles, 8lld found that the Frenchmen hau been already ronted by the men of tli .. Sapplw, 
and were running ill their batteaux under reefed foresnil and IIlllinsail-tlH' wind bll>wing half 
a gale ut the time. The Charles e'l'orted them round the island of Belleisle, aud theu left 
thelll, without one fish, to make the hest of their way in a pelting stonn to Quirpon." 

Near the close of the sellson, 8ll0ther colonial newspaper stated that-
"The Vigilance brig-of-\tar vessel, on the coast of N ewfoundl811d, has damaged the French 

fisheries very mnch. Fifty vessels of the fleet in the stfllits of Belleisle will return homo, having 
eighty thousanu quintals short oflast year's cateh." 
The~" proceedings, it would seem, were authorized by the ministry, under the g-eneral pllln 

adopted iu 1852 to prevent encroachments on the fishing.ground8. Admiral &-yruour, ill 1'1 

lett .. r to the governor of Newfoundland, remarks that-
.. H('r Mnj,'"ty's government are so desirous thllt ample meaDS should be given to check the 

numerous encroachments which have been represented to have taken vInce in the last yeaTS at 
HeUeisle 8lld tht' coaRt of Lnbrl'ldur, that I am further authorized til hire aut! employ slime 
smull schooners, for which lam to provide officers and meu, for the purpose uf carrying the 
object of her Majesty'R government fnlly into effect on the coast of Lllbrauur, uuullr the dirl:C 

~on of the captain of tho ship or steamer there employed." 
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Ilnnyilw on the fishery which has at all times been acknowledged shall 
bi: t jl(' i~lal1 upon whi~h the fishery 8ho.n be carrie;~ on there," and that "it shall not be deVIated from by eIther party, -there need be no 
inquiry into any other matter." !he '~plan". of. the "B~lto\v" had not "at {/!llllrifS V/'CII Hckl101dnfguL· 111 178:3, and It IS therelore an aggres-
SIOn. 

The 1:.1st compbint of the English colonists which I shall notice is, 
th:tt "the exdl1:::i\'c right of fishing ewrcis(,d by the French from Cape 
R;I,Y to Cape John is a usurpation." The" de~Lll"ation" jus~ referred 'to W;lS immed e':prr'~"ly that" the fi"hermen at the two natIOns may not ,!C,i\(' c;iU3C for thily quarrels;" and difft'r(,[lt fj:;hing-grouncls were <]'c'signed to each, to ;Iccolllpli:.::h an object so desirable to both. More­m·C'r, the British minii'try enga~('t! to remove" the fixed settlements" of their own people within the limits prescribed to the French, and actu;dl:y i"~ll,'d ord('rs for tIl(' purP()~(' soon afhT the conclusion of the treat\.. The intention \\";IS, I cannot doubt, that vessel" of the two fbg,,' shoulJ ne\ lOr pursue the CIl.] on the S,I me coasts; and unless the words (jLlolt'd cnnH'y this llii';lning, 1 hey mean nothing. The expe­rience of Ill' Ire than a century had s!Jmyn that, under any other arrange­ment, "dai'.) 'luarr<'l" " would be incyltabl,'. [submit, with deference, that the interest of nIl p:lrtics imperatively requites that people of dif· 1ercnt origin, b 1l,!.!lla,QC', and rC'ligion, ami uf national prcj udicl's almost 
il1\'inci\'\." :;hould 1n: kept ap;lrt. 

The French .~()\'L'rnillent \\·isd.v protect their fisheries by bountics­wisely consider them of natl()u:ll importance.* Without its aid, they 

*[TRANSLATION.] 

The i\"lional A ""mJ.!y of Franc<' J"," passed a law of the followin u tenor relati,e to the IlP,at I""rililllu ti,heri.·.,.-.rlLlle ~-Ith, 9th and 2:.!uJuly, ltlGl. '" 
C_\P. L-CuD·Fl";lU;:RV. 
Frow the 1st January, !t!;.2, t.o the 30th June, 1861, the bounties granted fur the enconrage 111ent ot till' c,,,t,h,d,,'ry WIll be tixeu U" fullows: 
hr.-i!lIlIn!:'! on Ihr ouljit-
Filt,' frail .... , I'pr mlill of tl,,~ n,"w '<llll'l,·y.,.1 at the fishery, either on the coast of Newfound· iau;l.' at i"t. 1' .. t"1"8 and ~li'lndoll, or 011 tit .. (;raud Halik, amI I"'sR,,,,ing a dryillg;-plaee. ~'If!r frunce 1"'1' man of t,IHl ,'rew"lllploy(',llll the Icdantl ti,IIt'ry. witbont >I drying·plaee. Thirty fr:~JI"" per llJiI~1 of the crew ('lUl"o.)e.1 at tIle lisltery on tile Grand ilunk of 1\'ewtimnd-tund, awl Wllllo[(t a dl:YUlg·pJa,·e, 
FifE'ell fmlwK 1'1'1" wan-of the ('.rt'W emr.1oyed at tlte Dogger ilu.!lk fishery. 2<l,-Boullly 01/ the /,ro"U({' of thcJisl,,·rlJ-
:rwcnty ("'lIIe' .per "!,'tric '! [(illl,,1 of 0.1)· codfi~II, th,· produce of the French fishery to be elll[1p('d,; ," II<' I' .II rt'd tI'un~ tI,e fi~hillg settlemellts or from tIl<' pllrt~ or Frltll"'", fur t I", 1:1:1 rk..rs (If t.llu l'rl'-twh .. "Ioul".' of America aud Imlill, or lur lli • .' settlementj! on lit .. west l"Oll,t of Afnca, alia o!hcI" ;.rau<"tlalltic C'ollutri'ls-pro,iuetl, alwaY', tllt~t the fish be lantied at a ort where tLert' IS a l' I"t'llch ('OllKIiI. p Sixteen frailI'-': l,,'r wet ric <J.uint{U of dl'Y 1'".111,1, thl" IH',,,lu(',' of tIll' Fren h 11'1 "h' d 'th, ,..,. t" I /'.' . ' . (\ s 1('/ ~, s Ippe (It er .uJH tt ,10m t III l~hlllg "'t1I.'IU<'lIt~ IH' tWill the jlort~ of Frall<'l', und d",(.inetl for tl~ eOllnt~"lI" '!f Eul'Op" {lnd the foreign otates on the olwre~ of the MetlitelT:uH'au SarJiuia anu Algena !W(II~ .. x~q)t\·,L ' 
~jxte':1J frallCH 11"1' Illetri~ quintal of (h'y ('oafish, the produce of the Fr'ench fisbm , that m~lY be Ilnpor~ed ll110 tit., 1, n"n,'h colouies of America aud India, and other t.rallsatlllnti~ coun· tn,"~' wheu saHI fish are e~p'Jrt,ed from the port, of France without having been there Illnded 1 weI ... ) Imnes 1"'1' metnc qlllntlli of dry codfish tIl" produca of tl}<' I /. h h' i' ~ . S .l"' I '" ",. v It' rene 1 18 ery, S Ippt1< ulT ar Ulla ml' Algena, "'.Ither. dzn,("t from the ibhing settl('wellts or from tho p,n·tj! "I' Frnuc(' wenty fnl~l(,s p~r rnetnc f1Ul~ta! o~ the hard roe of codlish, the produce of the French fill; ery, brongllt IUtO I- ranee by their hS!llug.vessels, 

( 
Notc.-.Uuo .Ililo~rumme is equal tQ ~ Ibs. 3t (lZ. i 220li lbll. equal to 1 quintal metrique sa.y metnc qUiutal.) , 
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n,dmit t~~~t "the eod~fisl~ery could not. exi8t.'~ This fishery, says ~f. 
Senae, IS a productIve mdustry; and 1t furmshes more than a filth part 
of the whole number rf our seamen, and by far the best portion r.f them. 
There is no c!teaper, bct~er, or more useflll school for the jJTmation ,:/ scamen 

for th? nav~, and none v;. more capable r.f .extenslOn a.nd dCI'dnpmcllt, The 
douUmg (1 the consumptwn and exporwtlOn '!l thc produce of the fislu:rie3 
would jurnirslt our jleets with twelve thousand more ,ycmnclI." 

We have seen that when, in 1778, France embarked in our revolu­
tionary struggle, her fishermen, absent at Newfoundland, Were recalled 
to enter her ships-ot:'war. The same reliance is placed upon them 
now. War was apprehended in 1841, and .\1, Thiers £JUowed the ex~ 
ample of the statesmen referred to; and ;\1, Roelet attirmr-d that, 
"without the TCSOU1'ces w/tidt U'CTe found in tltr sailors eng(/ged in tlu'ji:sh­
eric.~, the e:rpcdition to Algiers could not hare ta!(f;n place." 

~'he:<c reasons are not only sufficient to jUi'tify, out to demand, 
natlOnal crJ("onragement. But it may he urged, in addition, that the 
open or deep-sen coel-fishery differs ti'om almost e"ery other empl, ).\"­
ment; that in ·War it is nearly or quite at>! roy-eel; that in peact' it 
cannot be pursued for more than four or fiye months in a YC;lr; that 
often skill and industry are insultieient to insure gnoel 1;11"(-':;; ;Ind that, 
when success attends severe toil and (.':\pf):-,ure, the fishermen hlrch' 
subsist. The effects of a "bad catch" are, indeed, sad a11l1l"alnl11itnu~, 
The dis;iSl(-rs of 1847 nfiorcl a recent and a ffll'cihle iUn.;tr;ltion. In 
that year the French eO(l·fishcry prmTIl a fililure. The quantity "f 1ish 
caught Was scarcely a sixth part (jf that of tOrDH.T t'l':l sons; ;Illd the 
fishermen, di"eoUl"(lged, fI b,mdoncd the Ulisil11 -,.:,.; a;; e;1 rly :l;; tlw middle 
of AUg'u,;t. The labor of the summer anclthc 1-:XPl'Il';"s of rep:,irs and 
of outfits ]0,,1, the actual want of filOd und dotllill!.! until HllotiJl'r \"I'ar 
come rouuel was alone prevented by the bounty ~lllowcd by the gl)y~ 
crnment. 

Tbe manner of fishing is now the only topic that nC'ed claim nttcn~ 
tiOI1. It is to be observed that the princi pal tishing-gTOunds ilrt' tllr('(-, 
and that on ('neh there is a difE'l"ence in the mode of oper;!tions ;I[](l in 
the size of t he vessels. First, the tishery on the coasts of .:\1,\d(JLlI1d­

land, which has always been C'on"iden'd the most important, (IS lwinc; 
more certain rind employing the greatest number of men. The 
\'(':":"1'1" nre of all sizes-ii'om thirty to two hundred, ;md eYI -n three 
huudred tOllS. The lr!tter size is,"however, rare. 'Yhen the Y!';:"cl 
arrives on the coast, which is generally early in June, flhc is di~­
mantled. Her boats, with two men and a hoy in each, nre sent nut 
e'Vf:ry morning, when the weather will permit, to fish until night, On 
the return in -the eyening, the fish taken are split, salted, and put in 
"kenches" or piles; remaining in piles a few days, they are" wa;:hed 
out" and dried until' they are fit to ship. Thc:3e processes are rc~ 
p(';lted trom day to day until the f:lr~ .,is complete.d, ~H' t~le season has 
pnssed away. Towards the close of ~eptember, hshmg IS suspended, 
and the "es"pIs depart for France or the West Indies. 

The Grand Bank fishery is pursued in vessels of between OIle and 
two hllndred tons burden, with two strong dwloupes, or boats, to ei/ch. 
From sixteen to twenty men compose a crew. The vessels proceed 
first to St. Pierre, land the shore-fishermen and "curers," and thence 
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in kc p051tJon on. the. bDnks~ anchoring in seventy or eig~ty fathoms of 
w;lkr. Evervtbll1 rY m readll1ess the cha10upes are launched and sent 
out :1t night t;) p1a~e the" ground-lines," to wh.ich are atHlche~l some 
{(lUr or five thoUS,llld hooks. When not too bOlsterous, t~ese lmes are 
examined ('nTY (lay, and the fish attached ~o the ho~)ks split, salted, and 
placcd in the hOld of the yessel. MeanwhIle, the fis.h eaug. ht on board 
bv tlw 11)('11 not assigned to the boats are treated. m the. sLlm.e way. 
1'he tirst fare is u8u;111y securea in JmH', and earned to ~t. Pler!'e to 
be <1r11 '(1. The second fare is cured at the :=:;UIlP plilce; 1mt the thlrd­
if ji'rtllll:ltl'h there he ,111Dtllf'r-is cummonly carried to France "gree~." 

This h<h;ng is difficult and d<lugm·ous. It requires expert and danng 
men. It is l:;'(lS,cut('d in an open, rougb, 8?d often a sturmy sea, and 
ircq Llently involw,.; the lo:,s of boat,.; and ,theIr Cfl:\',s... . 

Tbe tbird iislte["Y, at ~t. Pierre and :\IJ(jlwllln, I'; sllmlar, In :,OIne re­
Rrects, to that ]I('t We 'I'll Cape Hay and C: 1 pe John, on the coast ?f 
Newfoumlland. Boal,;, instead of H,,,:,(,ls, ,Jfl', however, employed m 
it. Tile b(I;I!'; of the two islands are bct\vecn three ,ll1el filUr IlUndred 
in l1uIn]lI'r, ;ll1d fi'I[I]J]'(' t,,-o men to each. They gil out in the morning 
und r<'l urn at nin-ht. Thus, as in all shore-fisheries, the ti"hcrmen always 
skip ,It tlwir- O\~ll hOlllE's. As tlli,.; ~"the (JlIly business .of the i~lands 
rW:lrl\- all the n1l'll, \\'Ollll'n, and chJldren :Irc l'l1!.;-:l~c<l 1Il c;ltl'hll1g or 
(,11l-;li~. The :,('«Soll 0pe'I!."; jn April, and closes u;u;dly in October. 

\Ye: ll;I\"(' :"('('11 the jllljl(Jrt;IIW', attached hy Francc tu her immense 
Amcric:m c1nm,lins and \\'jllt wh;lt ]WrtilJ;lcity sIll' ll1;lintaincd her pre­
tl'lI,;;OnS to th' monopoly Ill' tht.' ii,;Jlillg-,::rlJul1Lb. It remains to speak 
more p;Il'li"lIbrly than Ii;l'; )'I't ])('l'lI t!l)[ll' ot' the lWl) lone, t),lfl', and 
rod;y j,;lands that remain to lit'\' nO' monumcnb of tIll' \'ici::,,,itude,s of 
hUlI1';lll ('ulldil ion awl of uational humiliatiun. 

The :,iw,ltintl of >-'1. Pil'lTl' and :\Iiquelon commands tlle pntrance of 
the Gulf of >-'r. LU\\r"llCI'. The growth of wood is insufficient even 
fiX fuel. Tlwy produce no fi)()cl, and the inhabitants mc dqwndl>nt on 
France and lJtllE'r l'oLllltri('s illr supl'li('s. The population of' >-'t. Pierre 
ill 1,'-:47 W;I"; 2,030, of \yhich "])()Ilt one-quarter \\~as "Boating" or 
IlOlI-rC,.-idlllf. The population of ;'Ifiquelon at the snme time was G25. 

Thcre are several Catholic churches and schoo!';;, priests, monks, 
and nun~. III 1 "'.},'-:, a. b~spit,J!, ';lltliciclJtly commocliou,; to H'l'I'ive up­
w:Hcls ()t one hundrcd Sick persons, was erected. The tlwellinn·;; nre 
of wood. The ,!.;'I )\,emment-housl' is of the same material, unel pb~l and 
old-fashioned. 'l'IJC ,;In'l'h are narrow, "JIlIr!, :1llel (11rtY. Tlwoffieinl 
pcrsorwgl's ;Irc~ a governor, a commissary or minister nt' morine, a har­
hOr-m:l~lL':-" anll ';UlJ1I' ill!eriOl: functionu.ries. The military, limited by 
t~"'illy to j~lty men, ('()n"l~l 01 about thn·ty gens d'unnes. Upon the sta­
tHm IS a smgle ,Ifmed slup, though other armed vessels are occasional 
vi,;il('r,;. The pn''';I'llt light-house was erectl'd in 1:--;-1;), at a cost of 
bO,OOO ti anes, and, well built of brick, is a substantial ediGce. 

tSuch an, the 'l'WO ISLANDS-TWO LEAGUES IN EXTENT-which remain 
to the power that once possessed the whole countrv borderillCY on the Mis­
si:ssippi, the limitless regions penetrated by the St. Lawfen~e-Acadia, 
ii'om Canscnu, in Nova Scotia, to the Kennebeck river in Maine' the 
island of Cape Breton; and the hundred other isles of ~he bays of' the 
northern and eastern possessions. 
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French cod-fishery. 

, , 

No. of Tonnage. Number of I Quintals of '. ValU.,. 
vessels. men. fish. I 

--~. I 
Years. 

i!t!>·;:: c:; i/i ····l~· :Yi ~i:;:; Ii;;; ;;;~ H:i; < ::))1<:: :::) 
1744.................... 564............ 27,500 1,441,ClUIJ .........•.• 
1745.... .... ...... ...... 1UO ........... . 
]768.... ............. ... 259 24,420 
]773 .... "" ...... """ 264 24,9a6 
1774 .... "" ........•....•.................. 
1786 ............................ " ......... . 
1787. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . ......... . 
1816 ................... . 
] I":!:l. • . . . • . . . . . . . • •• • .•• 184 
1 H'24 . . • . . . . . • • . • •• •••.• • 34M 
l1-i:!;, .••.........•••••••. 336 
1826.... .... ...... ...... 341 
1827.... .......... ..••.. :1'-17 
1'"':!H .•.•....•••••••••••• :t-:I 
1 H:!! I .... ".. • • • • • • • • • • • • 414 
18:30 .... "" ...... ...... 377 
18:31.... •......... ...... 302 
] 8:3:3. . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . • . .. . ...... . 
11-1:n ........•.....••..•• 
1 H:l:l. ...••••••••••.••••• 

30, '1,',·1 I 
16, ~~,., , 
3G, !I!j!! i 
:~.-), 17~ 

:~,"":, ~ I: ~,,,,; 
4,t I ,,",,I~-': 

4,;, ()!J,j 

5U, ~,7.1 
4~" 11::1; I 
:1:i,I'-I1i 

.. ...... ~ ......... .. 

.... .. 9: 7~~' ····200: 600' .... $:,';i :723 
111, I:!,"" 1 ....................... . 
15,1:)7 : ........................ 1_ ...... ........ ___ • 

7,01111 I ,1:!1),.j1111 ' ........... . 
Ii, 111111 I 1::-, ;,~III : ........... . 
R,II1M I ............ I ........... . 
:1, I;~,;, I ....................... . 
II, Ii,:! .. __ .. _______ . _. __ .. ____ .. _ .. 

I;, 311 .••••••••••••••••••••••• 
7,0 .... -: '" ................•... 

") ~ J.-)7 .............................................. . 

e: i~~ I:::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: 
IV!!:: I :JIIII,IIIIII ........... . 

10,111111 ....................... . 
10,IIUII ....................... . 

3(111,000 ........... . 
JI":I!I.... ................ ........ ;,.1,0";; l],4!1!1 
1841.... .•.. ............ 400.... .... .... 11,81)1) 
1843.... .... ...... ...... 4UU ....................... . 
1847... . ... . . . . .. . •. .... ........ . . . . . .. .... I:!, 000 '1~)II, IIllIl ........... . 

COD'FISHERY OF SPAI:-l". 

Participnting in the excitenlt'nt which pre\";lilt,d in Ellt"llp(' on the 
discovl'I")' in the American Sl'Cl~ I)f Yruieties of fish not prcyiously known 
or uSl,d ill thl' tlstS oftl\(' Roman church, Spain Was an carly competi­
tor with France and England. Y('~~('1s of her fbg were certainly at 
Newfoundland ns soon ns the yenr 1517. ~ixt\· Yl'ars later, the num­
ber of her vessels employed In the fishery there is estimated at one 
huntlrctl. The number rapidly diminished. ~yh-('ster \\~yat, of Bris­
tol, England, who made a v(lynge to the St. Lawrence and :\"('\\'found­
land in 1;j~);3, found only eight Spanish ships in a fleet of upwards 
of (,igl,ty ~;lil (If Freuch nnel English "esse Is. From the remarks of 
~lIlitll-who became the f~lthcr of YirQ"inia-it would s('cm that in the 
e:u'ly p:ll"t oftllc ~('\"cn(('l'nth l"l'ntury, the Spani"h fishery \\':IS pursued 
with .!.!TI':ltl'r vigor than at the time last mentioned. But the greater 
wc:t!tll tl) 1)(' ncquired in the gold regi.ons of ~,)uth America soon lured 
the ~p:llliards hom an avocation of so gTeat toil, and of so uncertain 
rt'w:ll"lb. No controversy between Spain and England as to their re­
~pl'cti\'l' rigbts to the fishing grounds, eyer ::u-ose. 

3 
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Spain retired from our waters in peace, and at her 0:wn pleasure. 
Little is heard of her in connexion with our suhject for qUIte a century, 
and until the peace of 1763. Her claim-resting on cliscovery-ever 
varrue ,mel uncertain at the north, had· become ;lImost as obsolete as 
tha<::>t of tbe King of England to the title of King of France. Still, in the 
det1uiti\(' tn'aly concluded at Paris, she filrmally n'llolll1Cctl "all pre­
tc'n"ions whicll she has heretofore fnrmed, or might form, to Nova 
S(,otia or AC;Hli;l, in all its parts, and guaranties the whole of it, and 
with (Ill its dq)('nclencil's," and ('('(led and guarantied to Engl.and, "in 
full right, Canada, 'with all. its depemlencies,. as well as the Isl:md of 
C;l1)(' Breton, ,mel all other 1:,Lllld" and ('lla"t" 111 the gulf and nver of 
St. La\\Tt'lWe; and, in general, c\Trytbing that depends on the said 
countries, bntls, islands, and coa"ts, \'\'ith the s()\'ereignty, property, 
pu"s,J""ion, and all riphts acquired I,y treaty or other\\' ie'l'." \Vith this 
treaty tlw history of the Spanish h;-;hery in America tcrminatcs.* 

COD-FISHERY OF PORTrGAL. 

An account of this fi"J1Cry m;lY Iw emhraced in a e'inglc paragraph. 
If ma1L'rials l'xist hy which to ""l"L,rtClin its progress aud final extent, I 
ha vc not It, 'l'n able 10 find them. 

Portuguese VC'e'sl,l.-; \\(TC' at :\l,\yfoundland as early 3S those of Spain; 
ancl in 1077, tIll' numlH'r employ I'll tIIlTI' is <'o'tiulilled at fifty. These 
two Lll'ts ('()mrris,~ the subst;lDI'" of my informatioll upon the subject, 
except tlI;lt Portug-a.l, like :--:p;,in, soon alt:mclOlll'd ;Ill attention to the 
claims derived hum the \'0Y;lg"s of her l1:1vigators to the northern parts 
of nur ('Illitilll'nt, and cl('\'otl'd ht'r cIIC-rgil'S aml resource" to colonization 
in South Aml'rica, and the acquisition of \"eaIth in tbe mines of Brazil.t 

• C;]':ljll relin'llli,llI'll ber dghts at the 1""1('1' of Iill:.1, with reluctanl't', though sbe bad long 
r(~nKI~ll III 1'\I'rl,j", them. A Iptt,'r of C;jr .T1""l'll 1'111'1\" is 'Illotl'll in the C'llrres]J'Jlllll'nC'() of 
lIural'l' \\'"]]>111,,, iu whieh it i, said: "By what I hear from PariK, mv lIld u("juaintanl't', Gd­
maldi, is t]", cause of the ,],'Ia.l' in Higlling tIll' I'rl'liminariPH, insisting lI];Oll point, nl'ither France 
nor England would "\'1'1' (,lInscnt to grallt, sUl'h 'I' tIll' liiwr!\' III' tiKilill~ ut :\ ('wtl,ul1llland; a 
p"in! \1'1' should not dare tu yielU, as :\11'. Pitt tulU tht'm, though the} were Illust .. r, of tbe Tower 
of London," 

t The rivers and COllsts IIf Pllrtll~al abound in fish, But tbe fisberies an' neglected hI' tbe 
gOvern1JlI'lI', The whole number of snilors nnd fishermen wIll, h"inrJO'etl til till' liin''Il.-l]l1 in 
Itl)!(l., W~I' 1I1IIy 1,'"',71111: I.find ~ fin offieilll ,]III'ument a ktUti-llll'ltt \vbil'h"shows tbnt. tlll~'in" tbe 
t\~"!lt y-f','lIr ,\'1'''1'' "ndmg III ],-i~", tltl' quantiry IIf dry ('odfish imported into Portngal waH s~'ven 
m~lllOll tl\'~' 1IlllII]rl'd and tll'I'llly 111111,,"1111 (Iuintals, of th., 'mlue of Hlllrl' tlurn thirty-nine 
mllllOlls 111 dollars! As late as till' )<','11' ]:-::lU, ('I'rlailll,r, tit" governmcnt pnrsncd the poiin of 
1"Y),lllg a tax or duty ,on tbl' l'rutllt,:". of the dome,til'- ur ('OI\st fishery; a Itld whieh enabl<:s us 
to account jur tbe miserable conilinon of tbe kingdom, as regards its maritime strelllrth and 
f!lIlOUrcea. " 
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PART II. 
NEWFOUNDLAND-NOVA SCOTIA-CAPE BRETON-PRINCE EDWARD ISL­

AND-MAGDALENE ISLANDS-BAY OF CHALEUR8-LABRADOR-NEW 
BRUNSWICK. 

ENGLISH COD-FISHERY-NEWFOUNDLAXD. 

Newfoundland is the oldest colony of England in America. It is 
said that in the public library of Venice there is a map, con.-tructecl by 
Andrea Bianco, in 1436, which authorizes the conjecture tll;[t it was 
known to fishermen before the voyage of Cabot, in 1±97. The story, 
to state its substance in a word, is, that the island I'-.'corojinl, or ,(,,'tlJxa­
fixa, on the map, and the island of Newfoundland, are identical, be-
cause the codfish is called stock-fislt in the northern language",. 

The English resorted to Icd,mcl* for the cod, previouoi to t11(' year 

" The IcelanderR, at the pl'eK,mt tim", d"rive their ('hief subsistPllee ana pront from the sea. 
They liv" principally on tbe short'H and harbors, wlllere fisl, are plentiful. TIl" fishill,-! "',,,"Il,'lIm­
mences in February, aut! closes in 1I1ay. The fi,hl'l1llen wear a drc"s (If I"utlll'\', rubbed ""'1' 
with tmin-oil llntil"it is nearly impervious to wat,'r. 'fIH'}' fish with lilli' an,l hIlUll." baiteu 
with shell-fiRb, or pieces of I1Mh. Th,'y have lately become aCf[uaint",1 with [wt" and use 
them in the herring fishery. When they lem'l' the shore they tuke off th"ir hats. and olli'r np 
a petition fill' success, uud rCCO\llllll'ud th,'IliHeln's to the Divine prot,'ctioll ill a pnt),'r or 
hymn. They then row to the fishing g 1'011 IIIls, nnd continue th,'re all duy. In I ~'J,I th .. tutu.\ 
nlllubl,r of boats "mployed was twenty-one huudred and si.\ty·thre,', namelf: :!'1", with ('i~ht 
und ten oars; 1,I)(j,." witl! four und six oars; and ,"til of smaller Riz,'. ]\,."(''':1:, l' i, the '''at 
fIt' u good ucallemy, with a collection (in lk'2o) of fift,'('n hundred volumes, which, "'.'S :llalte 
Brun, "i~ no doubt the most northern library in tlw world." Iceland, he ol",'I'\"'s." l'r"tlll""~ 
no snit,; but tl", water of tho surrollu,ling sl'a is flilly n~ saline Ii,' that of tile ~It'ui[('rranl'[ill. 
The snIt which the In'landers obtain from it gives u bluish tint to fish." 

Hl'ildlLvik, Ill'eording to unotht'l' write!", was s,~l"l't,'d as th .. seut of gnvemment" fur the eon­
ve!lience of it~ harbor, and for the gmve\ lwacl!-a thing '.If fUre on:urrCll('t' in Ieelallt1." The 
exports of' li"h from Hcikiavilr, in 180ll, were IDllt:h larger than from lUIy ot\ter pluce. 

T.he Dutch cod-fiBhery is of importance. 

[Translation. ] 

STATE PAPER OF THE KINGDO~I OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

No, I3.-Act of 6th March, 1818, for the encouragement of the Iceland coJjisltay. 

We, William, by the grace of God King of the Xdherlands, Prince Qf Or!lll~e l'IaSSllU, Grand 
Duke of Lu.'l:embourg, &c.' 

Be it known to all those who,shall see these presents, or hear them read, greeting: 
CODRidering that the little, or Iceland, cod-fishery has been continually sup\,Olied and en­

OOUrll{:,'t! by premiums out of the public treusury in behalf of those who curry on this branch 
of industry, "" importnnt to the prosperity of the country; 

And that till' reusonfi whieh, in fonner times, pleaded for the allowance of those premiums, 
have still, lit the present time, their full foree and weight: 

We have therefore heard our couneil of stute, and, with the advice of the Stare8 General, 
do hereby ,lee ft'" and direct: 

ARTlOU: I. Tllt,ft, shull be puid out of the publie treasury a premium of five hundred guild 
era for every voyage of ''!It'h ship, which, for account of our subjects, is fitted out in this 
kingdom, and shull sail frOID one of its ports during the years 113H:I, 11"19, nnd 1 ,"':!IJ. for Icelaud 
to carry on tho little fi~bery-thllt is, the cod-fishery-between the suty fifth and sixty-sevent 
degrees of north latitude, 
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1415, but there is no account of their fishing at Newfoundland prior to 
1517. Some writers sugaest that the French commenced at the same 
time. But the fact, ge~erally admitted, that ships from Englan? 
France, Spain, and Portugal, to the number of fifty, were emploJ:e? lD 

1517, is alone sufficient to show that the fishing grounds had been vIsIted 
for several years. Indeed, to consider that th~ Fr~nch went to Ne'Y­
{oundland for the first time in 1504, and that m thlrteen years, and III 
the infancy of distant and perilous vo:yages, their advent.ures had a~­
tracted the attention of three other natIOns to the extent Just stated, 18 

to allow an increase of flaas and of vessels so rapid as to still require 
explanation, without a kno~ledge of the fishing enthusiasm?f the pe­
riod. Besides, some forty or fifty houses for the accommodatIOn of fish­
ermen "were built at Newfoundland as early as 1522. 

A letter is preserved in the Memoir of Sebastian Cabot, written by 
John Rut to Henry the Eighth, and dated at St. John, Newfoundland, 
August 3,1527, which seemingly warrants the conclusion that the Eng­
lish fishery, at that time, '1,'as of little consequence, since he states that 
he found" eleven saile of Normans, and one Brittaine, and two Portu­
gall barkes" in that harbor, but makes mention of no others, and pro­
poses to sail along the coast to "meete" the only vessel of his own flag 
known hy him to be in that region. 

An eftort to found a colony was made, however, in 1536, under the 
auspices nnd at the expense of Mr. Hare, a wealthy merchant of Lon­
don. A company of one hundred and twenty persons was formed, of 
whom thirty were gentlemen of education and character. Theyar­
rived at l\'cwioun<lland, but accomplished nothing. Many perished of 
starvation. The survivors fed on the bodies of the dead, and finally 
reached England. 

~'veh".e .\:ears later, we find that the fish~ry was considered of great 
not1On<11 lmportance, ~md worthy of legislatlH' encour<:lgement. Thus, 
an ~ct w:!s pass.ed by Parliament i~posing severe penalties on persons 
eatmg flesh on fish-days. The pUl1lshment for the first offence was a 
fine of ten shillings, ten days' imprisonment, and abstinence from meat 
during the same time; while for the second, these inflictions were 
doubled. The ~i~k afold aged,. to whom flesh was necessary, were eK­
empted on obtammg lIcenses from the eccksiastical authorities.* 

Another nd, of 1548, and remarkable as the first of England which 

A~T. II. In ea"'R wlt~re pa~ticul~r circumst~nce~ have occurred during tbe voyage, we re­
Bcne to ourselves. the legulatlOn 01 tb" premIUm III such a manner aM those circumstances 
may deem to re'IUlre . 
. 'Y e ",~"rll'r and command that the. ~resent shall be inserted in the State paper, and that all 

~Illlstellal departments and authofltIes, colleges and officers, are charged with the due exocu­
tlOn of tlie"" presents. 

Given in Gravellbague, (Hague,) the 6th MlIrch, in the year 1818, in the fifth of our reign. 

B th K· . A R F lk 'VILLIAM:. y e mg. . . II . 

.. '\ lic~nse to eat meat on fish-d~y8 is too great a ouriosity, in our time, to be omitted. The 
followmg 18 !I copy o~ one, granted III the reign of James the First, of Engl!lnd: 

:' W?ere~s Mr. Richard Youn~, of Okebourn~ St. George, in the oountye of Wiltes, Ea­
qUIre, 18 II (,ent. of .goo~ age, subject to. many SIcknesses, diverso infirmities, and in bodye of 
II. very weak COD~tJtutlon, and hath With him in his house his mother, Mris. Ann Yonng, 
Wldo~e, a Gent. o.t great IIg~ (~bove fou: score) very sicklye, feeble, !lnd subject to diuerae 
maladies, and havmg othen III hiS house sICke, lind have long bine, to whom fish, by rOason of 
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relates to America, had special reference to Newfoundland, and to the 
abuses that existed there. Its preamble is quaint. "Forasmuch," it 
commences, "as within these few yeeres now last past there have bene 
levied, perceived, and taken by certain officers of the a dmiraltie , of 
such marchants and fishermen as have used and practised the adven­
tures and journeys into Iceland, Newfoundland, Ireland, and other 
places commodious for fishing, and the getting of fish, in and upon the 
seas and otherwise, by wey of marchants in those partees, diyers areat 
exactions, as summes of money, doles or shares of fish, and such gther 
like things, to the great discouragement and hindrance of the same 
marchants and fishermen, and to no little dammage of the whole com­
monwealth, and thereof also great complaInts have bene made, and in­
formations also yerely to the King's Majesties most honorable councell; 
for reformation whereof," &c., &c. From this period, and in conse­
quence of the measures adopted, rewards to officers of the gu\'crnment 
were discontinued, and the Newfoundland fi.shery became entirely free 
to every inhabitant of the realm. 

It is of interest to remark that the foreign trade of England was then 
limited to the Flemish towns, and to the"fishifl.Q: grouncr". To extend 
commerce by still further encouragement to the branch of industry be­
fore us, a curious act of Parlianlcnt was p:,,,,.;cd in 156:3, \yllich provided 
"that as u'ell for the maintenance of shipping, tlte increase if jls/urmm and 
marine.~, and the reJiairillg if port-towns, as for the sparitlg If the fresh 
victual if the realm, it shall not be lawful for anyone {a cat fleslt all Tf"cd­
fUsdays and Satta-days,'" unless under tlte jo7ft;t /lrc (1 £3 for ('f/eft (~!1; lice, 
excepting in cases qf sickness and [hose qf special licenses to be obtaillul." 
For these licenses peers were required to pay about six dollars, k[Ji,uhts 
and their wives about three dollars, and other persons one dollar and a 
half; but neither peer nor commoner could eat beef on the t\VO probib­
ited days. As will be remembered, this was a sort of transition period 
in religion; and, fearing that the act \\'ould be considered ~'s Impish, it 
was provided that" whoever shall, by preaching, teaching', writing, or 
open speech, notify that any eating of tish, or f()rbearing of flesh, men­
tioned in this statute, is of any necessity for the serving of the soul of 

theire age, sicknesses and diuerse infirmil iI'S, is iudged by the skilful (as I RIll infunned) to be 
very hurtfull to their bodies, and likelye to breede and bring diuerse diseases and sicknesses 
upon them: They therefore haue requeste me, tlleire minister, the promises considered, to 
give and grant them license, this time of Lent, to eate flesh, for the better an,idinge of sick­
nesses and diseases which, by their absteyning fro flesh, might growe nppon them: Know ye, 
then-fore, that I Adam Blythe, Mr, of Arts and of Okebourne aforesaid, Viecar, duelye con­
sidering this theire so lawfull request, and tendering the helth and wellfare of the ~nid Mr. 
Richard Young and Mris. Ann Young, his naturall and aged mother, have gi"l"en and granted, 
and by these presents do give IIIld grant to the said Mr. Richard Young and )Iris, Ann Young, 
and to /foure persons more, lea"l"e, power and license, (so farr as in me lieth, and by lawe safely 
I may without danger, and no further) to dresse or cause to be dressed, for them to eate, flellh 
this tim.' of Lent nowe following, prohibitinge neuer the lesse, and by tltis grant forbidding them, 
aU manner of slulInble meates whatsoef)er. In witness whereof, to this present license I have 
put to my hand and Boale. Dated and given at my house in Okebourne afuresaid, flebrun.ry 
tbi.IIxlllthe, 1618. 

By me, AnAM BLYTHE, the Vic car ibid." 

• Palgrave, in hie History of the Anglo-Saxons, observes of the origin of the names of €be 
days of the week in tho Saxon mythology, that" Lastly came Saeter, from whom Saturday is 
DAIIl(,(l. He was represl'llt"d at! standing upon a fish, and he held a bucket in his hand, 80 

dint he appearil to have been a water deity."-London ed., p. 53. 
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man, or t1)[1t it is the service of God otherwise than as other politic laws 
are and Ill', then such persons shall be punished as srreaders 0\ fa~se 
news (lll,,!Jt to \)(,," Such were the means adopted to ll1crease ' shIp­
ping" il~-rhe infancy of Er;tglish navigation. 

The:'(' bws wen' speedIly followed by others. In 1571, fishermen ,of 
the realm were permitted to export sea-?sh free of the cuStOl~S; whIle 
the S;lllle F'ar, and by another act, foreIgn fishermen anchonng on the 
English c'oast, or interferil1g in \\':tt('rs where nets were used, were 
liable to seizure and confiscation. 

Meantime the N nvf; )lllHlland fishery was prosecuted with great vigor. 
The number of vessels t'llll'}()Y( ,d in it, of v;lrious fi?gs, is estimated at 
three hundred and fifty or four hundred. The shIps of France and 
Spain, 'in I ':>77, wen' much more num(:']'I)U5 than tlJ(lse of England, for 
the rea~on, as is stated, that the Ellglish merchants still sent a part of 
their Y(,S5l'}" to Iceland. It ;lppcars, lJ()\\'cyc'l', that the English ships 
were the best; that they gave protection to those of other nations, and 
exacted tribute or payment f(lr the service. The \yhole commercial 
marine c()llsi~j(o(l of onh' 1,:!:]~ v('ssds in 1ijS~, of which :217 were 
upwards of "0 tons. 'l;n assume that the fifty then visiting l'Iewfound­
iand \H'rc of the !attn class, is to state that nearly one quarter part of 
the navigation of EnghUld, suitable for distant voyages, was employed 
in fishilJ!.!. 

In I,)";] Sir Hllmp1m'y Gilbert, under the first charter that passed 
the great ":('; 11 of En~land jt)r colonization in Americ'a, arrived at N e\y­
foun~lland. He j;)U!~d thirty-six \'l'ssds in the harbor of ~t. John of 
diffi'rent nati( '11", aUlI was "reli.lsed entmnce; but on hearing that he 
bad a cOlllmi""io/1 ii-om Queen Elizabeth, they submitted. 

He t()[,k po",'-;essio11 of the island with g],(,;lt pomp [md ceremony, 
and granted blld" and priYilc,~(,s to fi"hermen in fee, on condition of 
the p:lymcnt of quit-rent. It is important to remark that the right of 
England tu ~('wfoundbncl :mel i1s fishing-grounds rests on the dis­
covery of Cab()t, in 1l~J7, and 011 the possession of Gilbert at this time. 

Sir Humphrey was aCt'(llllp:tllied by smiths, shipwrights, masons, 
carl'ctlkr", "mineral men," anel refiners, and, to win the savao'es, toys, 
SUeil ,IS morris-dancers and hobJ)y-ll(Jrsl's, were provided in ample 
quantities. The CICWS of his Y('sschi, and, indeed, some of the arti­
::;,;llIS~ \\( 're uC"jl('rat~ ~nen., Th~' sean?en on boan1 of his own sh,ip, 
~ne :-:\\,;1110\\" wcre, It IS SaId, cl:wflY,Jllrates. PC?rly clad, and fallIng 
III \\'It11 ;t French \'t-'ssd returnlllQ' from the fishll1 a - a round they clc-

o '--'. h b , 

tcrnlllH'll to rob her to supply theIr wants. They not only executed 
tlJf:ir purpose, lJY :-:1 ripping their victims of their clothin o and of articles 
of ,fr?od, but, by wind ing cords round their heads, proJuccd such ex­
qUISIte torture as to exturt the surrender of tbeir most hidden stores~ 

Alte'!' a short tarry at N,(~\yfoundland, Sir Humph,rey sailed for Eng­
l:md. On the passag? 111S vessel eneoulllt'rcd a k;lrful gale, and he 
and all on board pen"lwcl. He dp,serves honorable mention in our 
ann,Rls. He was ~he first great proje~tor of an American colony, and 
a. VI:t,uous and enlIghtened n~an! an,d ll1:poverished himself and injured 
~,lS inel1lls, ~ll1d finally lost hIS I,Ife, 111 hIS endeavors to plant the AnglG 
b:lxnn race III the western hemIsphere. 

Assuming full title tu the island and the fisheries, the EngliSh seem, 
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for the moment, to have attempted to exclude the vessels of other n:l­
~ions, or, at 11';I~t, to h,ave comrellecl CI~n acknowled!7ment of subjection 
to them ~I s vested wIth propnetary nght-, \Ve find th:lt, in 15'S-5, a 
fleet of ships under ~ir Bernard Drake made prizes of sC\"f;ral ves:,els 
laden with fish and furs, which he sent to En rrhlOd. 

"' ,j 

~Ir Humphrey Gilbert's voyage, disastrous as it was to himself Clncl 
to others, W;15 :.:till the direct means of excitin!7 the attention of his 
countrymen to ;Idventures, \vhich, by virtue of his patent, could be 
m;l(l('. under the protection of the cro\vn, as to a British l'o:'sf'ssi ll l1. I 
illcline to belicvl' that the Newfoundland fishery had never ye't become 
tile filvurit(' (If the English merchants. 

By the statute-book there were one hundred and fiftv-tllreC' day;: in 
a y('ar on which Driti,;}j subjects were requin ,<1 tl) abstain from flesh, 
and to e;lt fish, and the (If'[uand fr)r the pmduds of the S(,;I wa;:, of 
cours(', in1l Jj(' nse. But the Ic-dand fisl J(~ry was still pn l:'ll 'Ilted; and, 
that her 1)('1)1'1/' mi!,dlt not be Illl)l",;tl,d tl](')'I', (~lj('/'l1 Elizal)!'lll 1'11I1I1e­
seenell,d to ask the fiJrbearance and ],l"Iltc'I'tion of CiJislian 1\' of Den­
mark, wllo clciime(l the II'r"blld S(';IS as Iii:, own. 

The oIJ.-'f'rv;jfJ('(' of the interdictions ;IS til flesh on fish-d;IY:' was 
deemecl of gn'nt IIJ(lm/'nt, <Ind ;Imong the tr;ll:1:;; of the time \~";IS one 
oy .TolIn Er:owic'k, wlj() dl'lI1onstratccl flit' "],elJ('{il.~ tb~Jt !,!TIl\\' til this 
realm," \)y ]'(';I';llll thereot; in terms that show he W;[~ a lkvo!cd parti­
san of tlw "Ji,~IIIIII)II.u:IT:'." 

Tlw pro,!!!"I';;s of t II(' N('wfinmdLmd fishery dmincr the ten v,'nr:" end­
ing in l;'j~):; W;IS rapi(l \1f'),I)IH] 1'\.;11111'\'" and ~ir \\';illl'l' Hal"icrli de­
clared in the Hl)ll.~" I)t' CI)IIIIII')DS 1bat it W:I:' t\J(' St:l), and sllpl'"rt Ill' 
tlIe WI'st C'Olllltil's I)r Engl:llld. \'I't it \\";1:' ~ubjed to interruptions. 
An 1'\.;IIIII,k Il('('llrs in Ill<' ('aSL' of Cb;ll·le:, 1."igb, a 11[I'r/'ll;lllt I)r 1.1111-
dUll, who, in 1;'j')7, made a VI1Y;I!.!;/' with two VI'S:'I'\:', and \vllll, \\"!Iilc 
on (lIe Allwril';1ll (,();ISt, was ;,~s:J'il .. d \,\' tlJ(' crl'\\":' of French \"I':':'I'L~, 
to tlJ(' nllmlH'r I)t' (\\"1) huntin'd, who, la'mlillg picel's of ordn:1ncf', k"pt 
up a di:,,:11:JI',!,!,'I' of shot uutil a parley W<l:;; Ill'lli and the diLliculty ad­
justed. 

A:;; tlJ(' sixteenth century clo;;e:" wc record the commencement of 
hostil,' ]'('1:ttil)llS l)('t\\"('1'11 the {i,;\IL'rl1len allli the red Indi;llis of :\"W­
founclLmd. 

Thesl' lo(lian:, derived their t;'l)d principally from the sea. The 
European~, in the cour:,(' or their 111ercile:,s \Y;lrt~lre ,,!!ain:'t tlll'm, cle­
s\l'Il',' .. d their C;lIloes, their 1)('ls, and their villages. The Indians en­
lka~'( 11'1 ,d to maintain their rights of fishill,!!', and bravely ('ontt'l1de(1 with 
tlleir opponents, until resistance was \'aill. The fish they required for 
consumption could not, in the \'ery nature of things, haw tliluinishl'd 
the ('atch of their cruel rivals. Driven almost entirely tI-um the ;:(';1, 

fin:!lly, ;llld unjustly clepri\'l'd of all means of support, 1111'Y \\'ETe com­
]wll/'d to plunder illOd to save themseh'es from starvation. \\~at('hed 
and \y;jylaid hy their foC's, they wC'rt' shot down wht'l1cYL'r t!lC'Y came 
Ilear any of tbe European fishing stations. In truth, whenl'\'E'r and 
when'\"l'r tIll'\' \\'('rl' found, and wlwthl'r l'I'si3ting, or imploring t()l' food, 
they were s];;in a,~ n1f'n slay beast;; of prey. .:\1l'l1 , \vomen, and chil­
dren \\'1 '1'(' sl;llllrlttl'J'(·d without discrimination; and L'H'n those ,vho 
were tou weak t~ raise the hand of supplication, WL'rC not spared. In 
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a word the natives of Newfoundland were exterminated by deeds as 
disgrac'etul and as damning as any which app~ar in the dealings of the 
Spaniards with those of Cuba, or South Amenca. 

From the fi'agmentary accounts that have come down to us or the 
events connected with our subject, we may conclude that the !1abIts of 
the fishermrn who visited the American coasts were loose and Immoral. 
They could hardly have. been otherwise.. It was not until .late in the 
sixteenth century that bIbles, or other pnnted books, were 111 common 
use anywhere, or that .the manufacture. of writing-paper and time­
pieces ,vas commenced 111 England; whIle gen~lem~n who could nC?t 
write still helped the memory by notches made 111 stIcks, and ate therr 
fooel without tin·ks. Chimneys in dwelling-houses were rare; and even 
after the accession of Elizabeth, the floor of the presence-chamber of 
the royal p::tlace was covered with hay. T hat, ~ this state of society, 
the humlJle dass of whom I speak were rude, Ignorant, lawless, and 
wickeel, cannot excite surprise. . 

Our attention is now tu be directed to incidents of moment. It IS 
estimated tl)[lt t\"..-r) hundred English ships went annually to Newfound­
land about the yc::tr 1600, amI th::tt they employed, as catchers on 
board and as curers un shore, <Juite ten thousand men and boys. The 
yc,~sels commonly left Enp;bnel in l\Iarch and returned in September; 
the fishermen passilIg their winters at home, idly spending their sum­
mer's earnillgs, or "share-money." The prosperous condition of the 
fishery was often spoken of in terms like the following: "To come," 
says Nir vVilliam l\Ionson, (writing in 1610,) "to the particulars of aug­
mentation of our trade, of our plantations, and our discoveries, because 
every man shall have his due therein, I will begin with NewfouncUand, 
lying upon the main continent of America, which the King of t:'pain 
challeng'es as first discoverer; but as we acknowledge the King of 
Spain the first right of the west and southwest parts of America, so 
we, and all the world, must confess that we were the first \vho took 
possession, for the crown of England, of the north part thereof, and not 
above two years' diHerence betwixt the one and the other. And as the 
Spaniards have from that day and year held their possession in the 
west, so have we done the like in the north; and though there is no 
respect in comparison of the wealth betwixt the two countries, yet 
England may boast that the disClI/w!J, from the year aforesaid to this very 
day, ltath o:ffi:Tded tlte subject, aI/II /lally, one h1tndred and twenty thousand 
pounds, and l1lcreased the number 0/ many a good ship, and mariners, as our 
w~stern parts can witness by their fishing in Newfoundland." 

That in ~he m~nner of pro~ecuting th~ fishery, much time and money 
were lost, IS ObVIOUS to p~actlCal men WIthout explanation. To plant a 
colony, and thus af;ford mducements to th~ fish.ermen t~ live perma­
nently near the fis~mg-gro~nds, was an object hIghly deSIrable to per­
sons of b:oad and lIberal. VIeWS. The plan, postponed by the untimely 
en~ of. SIr Humphrey ~Ilber.t, and t~e ~t~ention bestowed upon coloni­
~tlon m the more geOlal regIOn of VIr gUlla, by Sir Walter Raleigh, his 
kmsman and aSSOCIate, was now to be renewed. 

In 1610, and the year following, two charters were granted for the 
pUr:I~ose. T.he first,. from the rank of several of the patentees, is de­
servmg llpecml mentIOn. The merit of the enterprise belongs to Mr. 
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Guy, a merchant of Bristol ~ho published soeveral pamphlets, and in­
duced a number of commercml men of that CIty, and several persons of 
influence at court, to join him. Among the latter class were the ce le­
brat(~d Lord Bacon,· who was then solicitor general; Lord ~()rthamp­
ton, keeper of the seals; and Sir Francis Tanfield, chief baron of the 
exchcqueor. The patel:t states, that" divers" of the king's "subjects 
Were deSIrous to plant m the southern and eastern parts of Newfound­
land, whither the subjects of the realm have for upwards of fith· \'ears 
been used annually, in no small numbers, to resort to fish," &c. 'The 
patentees, nearly fifty in number, were designated as "The treasurer 
and company of adventurers and planters of the citie of London and 
Bristol, for the colony and plantation ofl\'cwfoundhnd." The limit~ of 
their territory were fixed between Capes St. ::\Iary and Bon~l\·ista, 
com prisi ng that part of the e,1 str~rn and southern coasts which had been 
hitherto the ochief seat of the fishery. 

The privileges granted were :IS liberal as could h' c1c;;ired; the only 
reservation being, that all British subjects should be allo\\"(:d to fish at 
will, and trc(~ of tax or restraint, on the CI);[,;ts. 

The conception was a grand one, and cUllner-ts Lord B:lcon with our 
annals; but no results, such ;IS were antiloipated, follo\\·l'l1. Yd, Io'up­
pose that Whitbourne, of ,,,hom we shall have (H"l':1SiOll tn "p",,1\: par­
ticularly, alludes to this colony when he says, "DiY"rs \\"nr"hipfull citi­
zens of the city of Bristol havl: undertaken t() pbnt :1 hH[!e (Oir"lli!, and 
they have maintained a colony of his Ma.icstie's su~ject." there allY time 
thco'(: five yeares, who have buil(led tlwrc f:lire hOllsC's, and don~ many 
ather good servic(:s; who live there very plensantly ; and they are \yc"tl 
pleased to entcrtaillc, upon fit conditiolls, such as \\"i11111' aciH.'lIturers 
with them." Wbithourne ;!l,,1) l!1t'lltiun,:; hy name in the same p;lper, 
which I conclude was writll'n in 1621, the "Worshipfull John ~blly, of 
London, merchant, who is ont: or 1111: undcTl;i1';:lTS of th(~ :\"l,\\·ttlllildland 
pl:1Il1 ation, amI i . ..; treasurer unto the patent(,l's of that 0" widy, \\" hn ba vc 
lnainUI ined a colony of his l\I;ljl'stie's subjel"l 0' there ab()yl' t wehl' )"(:;I1°S;" 

but I find no other account of ~hny or his as.'" winte.':. It ;Ipppars, tllo, 
that another company, haviIl.~ obtained a grantofland at :\'l',,~l; >unclblld, 
sent out a party who wintered there in 1613; but snon becoming \V1'"ry 
oftheir attempts fIX settlement, thl'y transferred their grant to other ad­
venturers. Among tlil' ohstacles to colonization at this period, piracy is 
not to \)(: overlooked. \Vhitbourne frequently sufft.'rccl at the hands 
of frl'(,bookrs, and in 1612 Peter Easton, a noted pirate, with ten 
wdl-appllintl'il ships, made himself complete master of the ;;C:l:', levied 
a gl'llewl contribution 011 the vessels employed in fishing and impressed 
iI'om those at Concepcion Bay one hundred men for his own fleet. 
]>ir:ltl's continued to harass and plunder the fishermen tor several YC:lrs. 

In 1613 w(' llutice the birth of the first child of European parents. 
Two Y(':trs later, Richard Whitbourne, already mentioned, who h:ld 
U1arl(~ ll1;11I~' voyages to Nl'wfimndlanll, arrived at that island with a 
OfJIllIllission from the admiralty to empannel juries and correct abuses 
and disorders among the fishf'rmen on the coo. st. He summoned a 

--... -~-.~-----~----------------

·FrlUH"i~ DIUOOIl, Baroll ofVernlum, Olltl of the most remarkable of men, W!l.S born in Lon­
dOll, in IGtil. He WUII croatod Lord High Chancellor of England in WI9, and dilld in 1626. 
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court, rmcl heard the complaints of one hundred and seventy masters 
of English V!',;~·wls. The abuses seem t? have been flagrant. The 
captains bad been accustomed t,o l~ave theIr boats and salt on t~e coast, 
ll"l'ill,~ 1" find them at the begmmng of the ne~t season, but m many 
cas('~ not it vC'stige remained of either. The bmt prepared for the next 
tby's fishing \yas frequently stolen out of the net,s; the ~)l'ests were 
often \":l11l()nly set fire to; the large stones us~d m pressmg the fish 
\YCIT sunk at the mouth of the harbors; and httle or no reg,1ft! was 
poi,[ tIl the ;-;aLlbath. \Vhitbourne's courts and juries were the first, 
probal)ly, under the authority of England, in the New \V orId. 

l\Iany thousand persons were employed as catchers and curer~, ~nd 
the fishery was in a flourishing condition. Besides the vesse~s o~ foreIgn 
flaas we found "then on that coast," S,,)'S he, "of your Ma,lestIC's sub­
jL'l~S, tW() hundred and fifty sail of ships, ,ereat and small."* In the 
paper from \\hich I have cited he spc'aks of a settlement ?f the 
,,\\T orshiptiJll \\'i11iam Vaugh:m, of Ta\Y<1cod, in the county of Car­
marthen, doctor of the civil law," who had "undertaken to plant a 
cil,'uit in tllt' NewfiJunclland," and who" in two severall years had sent 
thither din'rs men :md ,,-omen;" and he adds, that "there are many 
other \YUft]l)' l_)('r~oll~, advl'llturers in the s:lid plantations, \"hose names 
are not Ilc'rein mentioned;" CI mcludiug with :111 appeal to his country­
men to sustain the colonies of ,,-hich he had gin'n an account, because 
of the "great incrcase of shipping amllllariners, and the employment 
and enriching ul' m:ll1 y thousands of poore people ,y hich now live eharge­
al II!, to the p:1 ri:;hi()llCl';," and for other reasons. 

Leavillg here t11(' Kcwfounclland fisht'I")", fil[ the present, we turn to 
adventures on the coast of KI'W England. The Englishman who made 
the first {liree! yoY,lg!' across the Atlantic was Bartholomew Gosnold, 
who explored our shores in 1602, and, catching codfish near the 
southern cape of ?lIassachusctts, ,~ave the name which it still bears. 
He \\";1:-; fullowt,d by the celebrated John Smith in 1614, who took 
"forty thousand" fish, \vhich he dried, and "scven thousand" "\vhich 
1](' "cornc(l," or pickled, in the waters of Maine, and purchased a large 
<jll:llitity .of furs of the natives. The profits of his voyage were up­
wards of "(,Vl~n thousand dollars. 

Four ships from London and four from Plymouth came in 1616. 
They obtail~('(l ful~ fares, and sold th~ir fish iri t:\pain and the Canary 
Islands at I11gh pnces. The number Increased rapidly. At the time 
the Pilerims landed at Plvmouth the island of Monheaan, in Maine 

u .J M' 

hfl,d become a noted fishing station. In. 1622 no less than thirty-five 
SlllpS hom London and tlll' W('~t cO!,ll1tles of England made profitable 
voyages to our shores. "vV~ere lD Newfoundland," says Smith, a 
common fisherman "shared SIX or seven pounds," in New Enaland 
he "shared fourteen pounds." This was a great difference; anl'it is 
to be remembered that the profit of the merchant who furnished the 

* Richard Mather, who came over to Massachusetts in 1635, kept a journal of the voyn.,ooe, 
W~en ~~ t~e Bank of Ne~oundland, "?n t~e end of it nearer to New England," he records 
BeeIDg Illlghty fishes rolling lind tumblmg III the waters, twice as long and birr o.s an ox," 
He ~aw, too, "mighty whales, spewing up water in the air, like the smoke of a chimney, and 
ma~lllg the sea abont them wlute and hoary, as is said in Job: of such incredible bigness thai; 
I Will never wonder that the body of Jonas could be in the belly of 1\ whale." 
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vess~l ,and t~e outfit was increased ~n the same proportion. I may add 
that It lS (Jf mterest to learn from thIS remark of Smith, and from others 
that occur in his pamphlets, that the practice of fitting out vl's:')d" " on 
shares "-1u use a term well known among practical men, still so 
common-was introduced more than two centuries ago. 

Abuses fa,r greater than those \\'hich had required the correcting 
hawl of Whltbourne at Newfoundland soon demanded attention. ;-:ir 
Ferdinando Gorges and the quaint Hubbard both declare that the 
fislJl~l'men and others taught the Indians "drunkennes:'), wickeciness, 
and lew~ness;" that they "abused the Indian women openly," and 
were gUilty of "other beastly demc<I 1lI )rs," to the "nvtTthrc ,\\- "f our 
trade and the dishonor of the government." To put an end t" tlli'.~e 
disordC'fs, and to accomplish nthfT PurPfJSI'S, Sir Ft'rtlinan<lu Gurgl'o"s 
SOli [{obert was commi::;sioned, ill Hi:2:;, t" come t" :\I;W Ellgland as 
li,'utemmt general over all the country known l)y that nan1f'. Fr:Jl1cis 
West, 1J('aring the commission of ;J(hniral of the SI';''', \\'ith r)('\\'er to 
restrain such ships as came either to fish or track on the co~,st withont 
licTll,.;e, ;,rrived the same y(';,r. Neither \H'rl' officel':,) of the cwwn, 
hUl tltt: ;'.l!:I'llts of a priv;I1I' corpor;,titJO. 

Killg James had gr;lIltl~d, three YI'ars previfJusly, to forty nojllt'men, 
knight,.;, ;'lId gl'll1.l(,lIj('n, the v;,,,t dfJl11ain emjJf;(('('d lw(wt>en the 40th 
and L1 '-;( h dcgrl 'I 'S of north latitude', amI extl ·Iltli IIg ii'om OCI ·~I n to 
oC(';Il1. This CIlIIIP;IIIY, known in 1)()lJUlar l;lllgu:I.!.!j' ;IS tbe "(:()llllcil of 
Plymouth," claimed 1I0t only the tt'rrittlry within tllt'ir patcnt, but the 
seas. A",;umil' . .u: that tIll' ti"hill . .u:-grtJ lIlIcbhom ;\j';,dia to tlw Ddaw;tn~ 
WU'j' no IOII . .u:er li-I~e ttJ British SU~jl'j't,;, tllt'y ~I,;.,"rt('d c:\cll1siYe property 
in and control over them, and were sustailll'll in their prctell",il illS by 
the King. 

TIll' j'tJlltrtlwTsy which fI .J]j )\\'('<1 the attempt of the council tn l11:1in­
tain thi,; llHJll,;1I'tluS claim W;I"; til'ln> and an~ry in till' c:\trCtlll'" 'fliP 
limit,.; of this report will allow but a brid' account of it. It ('omtnellc(,d 
in 1(j:21, 1 WI) yC;lI,~ 1!l'1ixe the \'o:pge of \Vt>,.;t, and \ra:') continued fur 
SC\'('I';t! YI';lr,;. 

~ir F;TIlinando UtJr.u:t>,;'s narrative (It the troubles of the council from 
tliis ';(li1r('I' aillI 01111'rs is pn>slTvetl in the Collectij)lls of 11w ':\Ia""<!I'IIll­
seth Hi,;torical ~ocidy, and contains mallY interestinC': statr-lllcnts. He 
11;ld 111'(>11 ;111 (JjJi('l'r ill"(~ll<'I'11 Elizabeth'", n:lvy, amI intimatt-Iy l'ulllwc1t'd 
with flI:tson, wbo hl'l';II11l' the grantl>l> of :\e\y Hampshire, and, with Sir 
\\"alt(T Iblcigh, the iilther of American colonizatioll, and wos as deter­
mined ;18 I'ithl>r of them to leave his name in our annals. He \vas an 
:ll'ti ,'C, indeed the principal, member of the (,I,uncil, and after its disso­
Ililion, '!('(luin·tlMaille in his 11\\'11 individual right. 

The j'ouncil dem:mded that e\'Cry fishing ycso'cl should pay into their 
t rt '; I "my a SUIll ('(lual to about eight y-(hl'l'(' cents the ton, \vhic!J, the 
slll;t11 "iz(' of the wssds of the lwrioll considered, amounted to a tribute 
proldll\' (jf more than a hundred dollars from each English ,ship that 
,.;llIlilhi 1"'()ll1e upon our coast. They had made no :"l'ltlements upon the 
LUld, awl the tonnage money tn be exacted of the fi",herlllL'll constituted 
tlJl> (Jllly prl':'<'lIt Sf !lin '(' of revenue fi'om their posses:, jj 'JlS. . 

The spirit of till' English people \ns roused. The Dutch herrmg­
fulll'ry Was regarded as the" right arm of Holland," and the imagina-
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tions of Enalishmen were filled with Llreams at the fortunes which were 
certain to b"'e secured from a kindred pursuit in region.s w?ere Du~ch 
busses had not adventured; ;mcl the prodigal act of the Kmg m grantmg 
to favorites of his court the seas which contained the treasure,s they 
coveted caused the most indignant complaints. The House of ~om­
mons, obedient to the popular feeling, insiste? upon the abrogatIOn of 
the obnoxious monopoly, and that C'vcry Enghsh~~n shoulc~ b~ allowed 
to fish at will, without molestation or tribute, wIthm the hmlts of ~he 
council's patent. D~ring the debate which arose, ,(a sk~tch of whIch 
may be found in Bal~croft) the pntentees \wrC' assailed ~Ith great bold­
ness. "What," said ~ir Edwin Sandys, "shall the EnglIsh be debarred 
from the ti-eedom of the fisheries-a privilege which the French and 
Dutch enjoy? It costs the kingdom nothin,~ but labor; em'plo~s s~~ 
ping; and furnishes the means of a lucrat,lvC' commerce wI~h :-spam. 
"Nay," replied Calvert, "the fishermen hmder the plantatIO~s; they 
choke the harbors with their ballast, and waste the forests by ImprovI­
dent mw. America is not annexed to the realm; you have, therefore, 
no right to interfere." 

The friends of "free fishing" prevailed in the Commons; but Parlia­
ment "'<IS dis,.;olved before a bill ('mbracing and legalizing the fruits of the 
triumph could be carried through the forms oflegislation. The council, 
giving no hl't'd to the clamors of the people, and disregarding the course 
of tlJ(' Commons, S('llt ov(,r \\'('st, as WI' have stated. To enforce the 
payment of the tribute, and to drive off and hreak up the voyages of 
those who refused, \\'1'1'(' the principal ol~iects of his mission. He found 
the fish('rnwll too Il1lllHTOllS and too stubborn; awl, accomplishing no­
thing, departed t;)r Virginia, and thence returned to England. His pro­
ceedings and the unyielding di,,;p<lsitioll manifested by Gorges and other 
members of the council, caused a I't'newal of the clamor, and of the de­
mand that the American fishing grounds should be declared tJ:ee and 
open to all the suI ~j('('t s of the realm. 

On the meeting of Parliament in 1624, the pretensions of the council 
were again assailed with eloquence and power. Sir Edward Coke,· 
Speaker ~f th~ Commons,. on~ of the most eminent of English lawyers, 
and now m hIS old age, ll1dlgnantly demanded the revocation of the 
odious restriction. Sir Ferdinando Gorges had been summoned and 
was present. "Your patent,"-thus was GorO'es addressed by Coke 
from the Speaker's chair-" Your patent co~tains many particulars 
contrary to the ,la~s and rrivileges of the subject; it is a monopoly, 
and the ends of pnvate gam are concealed under color of pbntina a 
colony." " Shall none," he said in debate, "shall none visit the s~a­
coast for fis~ing? This is to make a monopoly upon the seas, which 
wont to be free. If you alone are to pack and dry fish you attempt a 
monopoly of the wind and sun." , 

The Commons prevailed a second time; but the bill to revoke the 
charter did not receive the royal assent. Still, the council were for-

:He was b?rn in 1550; he be,came s~licitor general in 1592, and attorney gElneral soon after. 
~s conduct ill the latter capacity, dUfmg the trials of the Earl of Essex and the celebrated 
Sl~ Walter Raleigh, has been severely and justly condemned. Coke u: 1613 was appoillted 
chief justice of the CO~lft o~King's !J.ench. Towards the close of his'life, he devoted himself 
to the cause of the subject, In opposltlOn to the pretellllions of the crown; he aied in 1634. . 
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ever. entirely powerless. ~ho.ugh protected by their sovereign, public 
sentIment. compelled submlsslOn; and akmdoning their own plans, 
they contmued t? exist as a. co~p?ration, merely to make grants of lands 
to other compames, and to mdividual members of their own number. 

James bequeathed the quarrel to his son. The ill-fated Charles had 
hardly ascended the throne before the Commons passed a bill for the 
maintenance and increase of shipping and navigation, and for the lib­
erty of fishing on the coasts of Newf()unclland, Yirginia, and l'ew 
England. This bill was lost in the House of Lords, but the spirit of 
the Commons was not repressed. In a strong representation or griev­
ances, which they laid before Charles, tht,y insisted that the restmint 
of the subject in the matter of fishing, with all the necessary incidents, 
was of national concern and required redn'.~:;. 

This State paper, and their refusal to ,8rant the King a subsidy, 
caused the dissolution of Parliament. 

It is from this dissolution that we date the disagreements between 
Charles and his people, which, in their termination, ()n~rtmnt 'cl a 
dynasty and carried the monarch to the bluck. In truth, I ;tm bl to 
conclude that the question of "free fishin,!..!" ,Y;ts the fir,;t in the series 
of disputes relative to the prf'l'og;'tive,; of the croWll on the otIC side, 
and the rights of the sul~ject on 11]1' other. 

The political COl1Set[ lIt:nces of the di,;c u~:;i( 'IlS so briefly considered, 
might well claim further attentioll; Lut It'u\'ing them here, th" n':'lllt3 
to the fisheries next demand our notice. '1'11"';(', fe)r the momellt, ""TC 

djs;l~l rous in tlIC ('xtIT11](" since I know (,f n(, other expLll1ation to the 
filct, that during the five y"ars embr;)ct'rl in the ';lru!!.'-!k,tln: I1umllcr 
of English fishing-vessels on the whole ('xlt'nt flf our c<>;)"t diminislwti 
much more than one-half, or from four huwlrc-d to 111)(' hundred anti 
fifiy; while it is ccrtaill that ill tlw alarm v;hiclJ pn'Y;lil('d, tIll' mer­
chants who hall purchas(,d the island of \Il)nh,,~;tll, allll had prc'\'idt'(l 
there ample accommodations fbr tll(' pl'tl,.:t'cution of their ~l(lVt.'lltlln_·s, 
sold tllt'ir property and retired from the l,u,;illt':':'. 

~i Il'-','lilar to remark, too, that Oll tlte' illlllwliiate ('n:1,;t of X cw Eng­
gland-and. fill' ships oWIH'd or entirdy ctllltiollt-d II.\' English mt'l'l'hants 
-the right of "free fishing," so carIlt',;!ly contend"d filr, Vi;):' of little real 
value. Accounts of such ships termin;ltc almost at the very moment 
that t]lt~ right was establi,,]ll'd, in the manner relatt'll.* In another 
part 0[' this report, we shall indeed find that single vessels continued 

~ (:!I""mor Bradford, in a INt,·], to the" (:ollll"il of ;;"w England," dated at Plymouth, 
Juno If,. Ili'.!7, complains that the English fiRlwrmc>n on the e!last "h"gan to 1,,[[\',· fishing and 
to tilll wholly to trudin~, to the great. detriIIll'llt of" the settl,-)', tlll'l'H, anel the" state IIf 
Englan,l." In till' p'ar fi.llowing, cOlllplaint wus Illtllle til thl.' "II'lDeilugaillst Thomas :llt)rton, 
"ho "hud been oftl'n aellllonished not to tr'lllt, or truck with tIt,· Iuelialls," anel1t~ail1.,t "tho 
fI~hing ships, who mude it too ordinary a praetin," to do tbe slime thing, anel owr WhOIll tho 
people of Piym()uth hlld no control. 

In 1\ ('OIIlUllllliclltion to Sir Fertlinando Gorges. tIlt' same year, (1Ii'2.~,) it i< said that 
Ellgii,ltllle'n, nnder "prC'tt'llt't' of fiHhing," solel the ualil','" all mlluner of anus; that" from 
tho gr"",ly '-OI'<'tOIl"lIt'''" of tllH fishC'nnen, anel tlwir C'l'il ,'x1l111plt', tilt' like had bc>gan to grtiW 

ltll10llgst Wille', who prl'ten,1 thelUs"'ves to be plautC'rs, th,'lIdl inde,"] tht') intenelnothing less 
but to u,k" opportunity of the tilll' , aud proviell' tUI.'lll.<I'II'l.'s auel J)('gonl.', and leave otherli 
to quench tlo" lire whieh tl ... y have kindled," &e., ,\:c, 

The evil Sl'ems to lilli'" JIC'C'lI alanning, Killet' it is furtht'r said, that unless tlw colonists were 
prott'('(('(1 against tIle''''' mi"",· .. ,I", th.,y lUust "ljllit tile' t',)untry." Tht' a.'Si.<tanee of Gorges, 
to bring Murton" to allsu-ur thoH(j whom it lUa)' "ollt:l'l1l," and "likc\\ise that such fishermen 
IIl4Y be clll.kd to a60oullt," is c8l1lustly l'lltreateJ. 
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to arrive at, and depart from, particular fishing stations; but these in­
stances do not change the general truth, for most of them were con­
nected with est:1bli~hments (lcl'upied by persons who came to settle 
and remain in the country. vVe may conjecture that these mercha?ts 
withdrew, because, OlIn' interrupted, they \yould not adv~nture agam; 
or hccau:;c they were satisfied that, in the long run, the ::'Iewfoundland 
fishery woukl prove the safest and most profitable; or beca~se some 
of them bE'came intE'rested witl! tlwir ('l)lllltrYlIlcn, who, me~ll1tlme, had 
founded the colonies of Ph'mouth, Kcw H:lllJpshire, and "laine, who 
had set up fishinp.-~t;!~PS at 'Cape Ann, and ,'(ere about to undertake 
the colonization of :'ILlssachnscttc' Oil an extensive plan. 

The di~;Ic'tt'l'~, ;It most, werc limited and partial. The benefits were 
general, and of V:1st cOUc'l'(llWI]I'('. Had th(' council succeeded in their 
measures tIl(' whole Ct lur"e of ~Ifl:airs would have been ;1 rre,;tl'd, and the 
settlement of the country l'",.:t p"lJl,d indefinitely. Before the cliss()luti~n 
of the corporation, eight p;ltent8 of soil and fisheries were granted 111 

~Iaine; and tlw IUIJc;, l"'l){,lI:,:i ve, and vexatious quarrels which arose 
there Ilt'tW('l'll rival ]1:11 ('nteE'S, and the claimants under them, prove 
conclu,.:il't'iy that, hall th(> sea,"' and territory of all Nc'w England been 
lotted Llmi l':Irt'dled out in tliC ";IIl1C W:1Y, our history, flH' an entire 
centun', would h:1 YI' contailH:'d little e 1.~1' than "l'l'ounts of strill's, com­
l1JI It illl;", <mel f\)rcible 1 II ISc'\,~"ion" and c:icctinns. 

~,'\eral "I" tIlt' palt'llt" i"::'l1t'tl II,\" the council previous to IG'!G convey, 
eitlwr lly implication or in exprl',",s terms, to the patentt'cs, the l'xdusiye 
right (If fi~hiIl~ witllin tlll'ir d()l1];iius; and in t1l1'ir f'ighth and la4, to 
Aldworth :IIlt! Elbrit!.c:", tW() IIltTdl:lllt" (If Bristol, Ellgbwl, dated in 
l(j:n, :mrl known in .\\:Jine as the "' Pem:1quicl patent," thi.s provision 
is rt't;lill!'d. But gWllt,; to iutlividu;lb to monopolize our Seas disappear 
ever attenvard. 

III the cll<lrll'r til Clln'rt, (If ~brybnll, the freedom of the fi"heries i~ 
expn'~,ly stipul:l1t'll. ~(), tllil, in (I'll' gr;lllt ttl Gorgt'S, the great cham­
pion of )l1tltlopoly, :Illy Sllujl'l't could fi"h in Maine, anel use the shores 
for purpo:-'I''; of cmill!.! and drviug. 

The p:llt'nt to ~ir !I"Ilr\' ti,,~\v,'ll and others, of :\[;lss;l<'hu8l'tts, de­
fin('~ witl~ almost y,dious ],articularity the rights to bc eIl:inyecl by all 
the mll;tlnt:luts uf the n';ilill in <Ill\' of the seas, arms of thl' S(';I, anel 
salt-water rivLTs, as well as tho:,(' of drying, keeping, and packing fish 
on the lalllls :lppurtenant. 

In like lII;m[H'r tIlt' dlarlt'r tlf Rhotle Island, granted by Charlc!' the 
Sec.oneI, (,'.:Prf'''c't'S the ro?d will and pleasure to be that "our loving 
subjects, and ('VI']') tllIt' "t (1lt'1IJ," ,,11;111 "(,'.:l'ITisl' the tr<llh: of fishing" 
w,here "they had 1)(,'( '11 accustonwd to fi,;h.': Ev.en after tlll' expulsion 
of th~ ~tU;t!"I~, an(lll1 the St'ctllllll'.ha~ter tit l\I;lssachusetts, in the reign 
of 'Vl~ll::tm anel :'IJary, :vh~n our h:"lung grounds had been open more 
than SIxty years, ,the pnnClp~(',.; ;Iss('rtc,d by Coke in the House of Com­
mOl~s are ilS carefully recognI:-wtl <Lml repeated as he himself could have 
~es~red. In these, and in similar instruments, then, and not in the sta­
tlSt,lCS of v(,I'sl:ls and men ;It :J particular time, we are to seek for the 
fr:lIts at .the, vI?tory ~b~ainecl b~ the sturdy advocates of "fi:ee fishing; 
WIth aU ItS InCIdents, ' In Amenca. 

We may now pause a moment to discuss a kindred topic, which 
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changes the scene from our 5eas to those of the mother country. I 
refer to the" ship-money," levied by Charles the First, and to Hamp­
den, who won undying fame by resisting its payment. Both are more 
intimately connected with our general subject than seems to be com­
monly supposed. 

First, it cannot but have been remarked that the acts of Parliampnt 
to "increase shipping," by encouragement to the different En~lish 
fisheries, are numerous throughout the period embraced in our inquiries. 
The end desired was obtained; and I regard it as historically accurate 
to say that the earliest considerable demand for English ships of proper 
size and strength to perform long and perilous vopges was for explo­
rations and fishing upon our coasts. At all events, it is certain that 
down to the time of Elizabeth the foreign trade of En~Lmd "';IS in the 
control of German merchants, and that there had been llO empl' ,yment 
for many or for large ships of the realm.'" British naviQ;ltion in­
creased with the growth of the fisheri,·s. \Vithout the fleets main­
tained at Iceland and Newfoundland there would ha\'e been neith('r 
ships nor serrmen to execute the plans filr the colonizrrtion of ;\1'\\' Eng­
land, ,and of other parts of the continent, during the reigns of James 
and Charles. 

Yd, while the commercial mrrrilw g;lined strcngth, th(' roy;1! nrrvy 
continued small, and at the acce:-;sicJll of J ames it c()n~i"tC'd of but 
thirteen v('ssels. 

C11arks succeedeel to a naval f()/"(.(' [Ir too \yeak to ('ope with the 
fleets of Ilis ('lll'lllil ~s; and ali ('·r his breach "'ith thc ClJmllJl )11.", n '"urtl'd 
to the fil.lal I('vics of "slJip-rnorwy" to nug-ment it, ;111(1 f()r a di>tinct 
ol~j( 'ct, namely, that of breaking up thc Dutch fisheri!·" on the l:ritish 
co"st. The dispute W;tS of Inng st;tlldiu~. Cotnl'Lrilll" ;IC!,;I ill "I tIle 
ag,~ressions of the industrious Hollanders hnd hecn Imrle I() j·:liz;liJctb, 
and to hfT sucu·s:"or. It \V;I" said, illdced, in trw time of the hiler, 
that the Duteh not only engrossed the II"heri('o', but the elJlin' 1ll;lritilJH~ 
business (Ii' the country; anel JanlC's ('ornpdll·rl them to P;l.\- an ;Innual 
tribute fiJr the liberty of catching herring on the C()C),.:t" of his kill.!2ilom. 
New dis;lgn'cments arose, when the.\' \\l'rC "-;trned off by wynl proda­
mati(.HI. The Dutch W('re exasperated. Hugo Grlltius npp('areel in 
their defellc('; nnd in his ~11(/re LiberulII contended for the fl'('cd0ll1 of the 
sens. i:'l,l(kll, n his 111llre Clausum, is supposed by British writers to 
have refilted his arguIllC'nts, nml to han' shown by [('Conl:-; the first oc­
cupancy of thc fishin,C!: grounds l)y the English, anel their dominion over 
the timr S(,:1S which surround the British isles, to the uttlT ev'lu"ion of 
both Dutch and French; as well as thc bet that the Kings of Endancl, 
even without the authority of Parliament, had levied large SUlm to 
maintrrin the sovereignty of these seas. 

The Dutch, dcnying these conclusions, and insisting that the dominion 
claimed by the English extended no further than the friths, bays, and 

* In 1485 (\'I'i~TI of Henry VIII) Sir William Cecil, a London merchant, stated that there 
were not aboy" 1,"11' 1I11'rrhant vessels, exceeding om' hundred antI twenty tons burden, belong­
ing to that cit)'; and that" there WIIS not a port in Europe, hllving the oecupying that London 
had, that WII" so HI"uol"r1y provided with ships." Other writers a"sert that at the death of 
Queen Elizabeth (160:3,) more than a century luter, there wlolre only four merchant ships in all 
England of more than four hundred oons. 



48 

shores, still continued their employment, in t?e ~nterdicted ~aters. The 
English fl'quired .an ackno,:ledgu:ent of theIr tItle, and a tn.bute. .Ne­
gotiations to adjust the ~fficultl~s bet~een .the two ~atIOns fail~d. 
Meantime, Charles, by hIS exactIOns of "shIp-money, annually. 111-

Crt,;,,,;(,tl his navy.* At last he was able to fit out. a flee~ of SIxty 
S;lil, ;llH 1 the greatest ever equipped in England. ThIS formIdable .ar­
mament, created fix the C'I)('ciul purpose of driving the Dutch herr!ng 
fislJ('rs from the four "narrow seaC'," ;IS they were called, was sent Im­
medi"tl'ly to pl'ffr)rm that sL'rvice; and in the success of the enterprise, 
the Dutc'l! cOIlsI'IIied to pay a sum equal to about one hundred and fifty 
thousand dl,lbrs. 

:-::w'h, I think, are the conclusions to be derived fairly from the state-
ments of Hume, and other ,Yritcrs of English history. Dr. Johnson, 
refusillg til ;illll\\" any infhwllC'I' to the rdigious antipathies that were 
awakl'll('(l in the course of the contmv('!""y between the monarch and 
hi" l)('ople, sums up the c:!,,(; fill' marC' forc;hly, and evidently considers 
that Chiu·ks ()\\"('cl his ruin to his zl,,,l in maintaining the monopoly of 
the c'1''''';. In his "Introduction to the Political :-::t:ttc of Great Britain," 
written in I7!ifi, lit' say,,: "The Dutch, gHI\\"n wealthy and strong, 
clai[JI('d the right of fisl;ing in till' British ";(';IS; this claim the King, 
who C'a\V.the ill(']"I';,,.;ill,l.!: 1'(J\\'L'l" of tIlt' :-;lates of Holland, re80lved to 
cont('st. ljn\, ti,]" this (,IllL it w"s nt'ITC's:!ry to huild a fleet, and a fleet 
coulll nol I II' built \y ithout expense: he \Y;l~ ilLh'iscd to l('\,)' ship-money, 
which l.!::lY(' (l("(';Jsion t() tlw "ivil war, of \yhil'h the e\Tnts are too well 
known>' Thus it ::Ippe;II'" that tIll' l':\('rcisl' of the prcrog:ltive to ex­
clud(' hi" slIly'cels frmn the lj,dJiug grounds of his dominions in one hem­
isp11l'J"(' was among thejirst; ;IllU that tlw i.mposition of t:1Xl'S, without 
autblll"ity of Parli;1Il1l'1lt, to forcibly ('xdudc a foreign pcuzde from those 
in the 01 her. \\"",.; among the /usl (If the otl.l'nccs that SCLdcd the fate of 
the unhappy Charll's. 

WI' relilm tu the Ellglish fishery at Nl'\vfoundland. The first inci­
dent tll:lt illVill's our atklltioll i" tIlt' attempt of Sir G('lIr(T(' Calvert to 
found a cui()uy. Wbitbournc :,;"ys that he undc1100k "to "plant a large 
circuit," and tl~at in In:!1 he lwd ;lin';lll.\' S('llt "a great number of men 
~nd women, \ntl.1 all l1{'Cl':';:sary pwviC'illllS fix them," who were build­
~Ilg hUllC'('s, cl('i.mng laUll, aIHI pn'p;lrillg -'to lll:1kL' salt for the preserv­
mg of fish allot her y( ';11"1 '." His grant \\'as for a considerable tract, 
embraci~lg the C~l;IA from Cape :-::1. Mnry to the Bay of Bulls. He 
calle~l Ius planta~lOn "Avalon." His e:\ 1'1 'nditures \\-ere Yl'ry large for 
the tInlC, amountlllg to nearly one Inmdrcd and twenty-five thousand 
?olla.nl. :-;ir George resided in PI'1"C',))1 at "Avalon" for some time, it 
IS smd, and endeavored to ,.;uct'I,(,(1 \V1]('le others h.lcl flilel!. But the 
difficulties he CllCOUlllL'[(,d were numerous. His right:,; h('came im­
paired by the dl'lel"lllilled COurSl' of the Commons in itss( 'rtil1(Y the free­
dom of the fisheries; and the soil and climate did not m~'t his ex­
PI:I'I:I lions. 

More than all, the French menaced the destruction of his property, 

.. It ~vaA B.nit!. by the mercha~ts of England in 1627, that" within three years they had lost 
all thell' Blllpplllg i that lite jlshermell IrI'fC lll!;ell almost in their t.cry hm'boTs tind that they 
woult! not atte~pt the .building of ne~v ships, bcclluse, liS soon UB they were ;'l,tllly, the King 
[Churles the Elrst] sOlZed them for his own use, aguinst the will of tho owncrs," &0, 
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and required the manning of ships, at his O\vn expense, to protect his 
private interests, and the defenceless English fishermen on the coast. 
Relinquishing, finally, his plantation at N ewfounclland, he turned his 
thoughts to more hospitable regions, and, as Lord Baltimore, became the 
father of Maryland. 

Of all who sought our shores to acquire power and princely estates, 
to escape persecution, or to give a home and shelter to the weary and 
stricken, not one-whether Puritan, Episcopalian, or Quaker--was ac­
tuated by a spirit more liberal, or has left a better name, than George 
Calvert, the Catholic.* 

Remarking that Winthrop records in his journal (1647) the occurrence 
of a hurricane at Newfoundland, which -wrecked many ships and boats, 
and destroyed quantities of fish, we come to the time of Charles the ~ec­
ond. That monarch, after the restoration, ;n 1660, issued a long proc­
lamation for the strict observance of Lent, assigning, as one f(';]-;flll there­
for, "the good it produces in the employment of fi.shermen." ~till fur­
ther to encourage this branch of industry, Parliament pa~st'(l an act the 
same year remitting the duty on salt used in curing fish, and exempting 
the materials required in the fisheries from custOIl1S ;1ll(1 ('xciC'e. Three 
years later, the Newfoundland fishery was spl'cinlly protected by un 
entire exemption from levies and duties; and the home and colonial 
fisheries were at the same time assisled by dnties impo,;(;d on products 
of the sea, imported by foreigners or aliens. 

Yet, the number of ships employed at Newfounc1hnd IlPdined annu­
ally. In 1670, the merchants sent out barely ('i~hty. The decline· 
was nttrilmted to the boat fishcTY, oolTied on by tlll' inha hit:lIIts thCTCt, 
Sir Josiah Child,t the leading authority of the ~l:ly in mattf'r::; of tra(]~ 
and commerce, sounded the note of alarm, anticipating that, if the resi­
dent fi.shermen contined to increase, they would, in the encl, carryon 
the whole fishery, and that the nursery of 13riti"h seamen would be­
destroyed. The only remedy he proposed \,'as the annihibtion of ,he­
boat fishery. Never was a more unjust expe(lient conceiv('ll. The 
labors, the expenditures, ~md sacrifices, of a large numher of eminent 
and adventurous men, who had devoted life (lnd fi1l'lUIW to the coloni­
zation of Newfoundland, were thus to be counted as \yort111ess, and' 
even injurious to the realm. But the views of Child were ac1opt<>tl by 
the Lords of Trade and Plantations,:j: \vho determined to iJrc:lk up 

* George Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, and founder of Maryland, was born in England in 
1582. He was appointed one of the principal sel'l'ett~ries "t' state iu ll\l~l; and \VLi~\)hohling 
office he acquired the southeastern peninsula of N I'lIioundhmd, "hieh hI' erl'ct.'d iuto a prov­
ince el~ll('a Avalon, In Ui24 he became a Catholic After his ahaudonllll'nt of Xl'llfuundlllnd 
he mtlde 1\ visit to Virginia, but- the culonists di~lil\ed his l't'lig-inu, nnd he rl'iitl(lUi,llt',1 hio inten­
tion t.O Rl'ttlo among them. On his return to Englund, Char\l's the Fin;t g""-I' him It jJdtent of 
the country now Maryllind. Lora Baltimore diell in Lundon iu 16:)l, before hi., patent had. 
phssed tho lll~ces8ary forms; aud a new one was issued to his sou Cecil, who wccceded to his­
honors, 

t Sir .Josiah Child was a merchant. It is said that he acquired great wl'alth in tbe "manag(l­
ment" of the East India Company's stoek. 'Vhell his danghter married the eldest SOli of tho 
Dllke of B'1aufort, he gave her a portion of £50,000. Sir Josiah had fish·puuils in Epping 
forest, .. rullny miles in eircuit." 

t The Board of Trade and Plantations WIIS of no sen'ice to the _\mt'ricall cnknies, though 
creatcd for the special pnrpose of attending to their interests. Mr. Burl,e, in n 'j)t'ech in tho 
Housc of Commons, in 1780, thus spoke of it : "This board is II sort of toUlP_"i'utc bcdof, 

4 
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and depopulate the colony. Sir John Berry was acc.ordinglf sent over, 
with ordtTS to drive out the fishermen, and burn theIr dwellings. The 
('xtl'nt of his devastations under this more than barbarous decree may 
not 1)(' Cl'ltainly kno\\lI; but ~ix years elapsed before the .mand?-te. of 
dc~lrud;on \yas revoked, and its abrogation \yas accompanIed WIth m­
strudions to allow of no further emigrations from England to the 
dOlllllL'd isbnd. Complaints \Yln' mucle that emigration .continued, 
and Y<lrious plans were "upgcsic,l to discourDge and preyent It. Mean­
time, the relations bet\HTn 1 bc n'sidt'llt fi~hermen and the masters and 
CIT\\" of tlll' ships sent out by the Engli:--h n1t'rchant~ \ycr~ hostile to 
an t'xtent which, at thv prc:-'I'llt clay, ECClllS almost ll1crecll~le. Pre­
vious to the cdictju8t TJOtin,(I, the f'Jrlller had petitioned the Kmg for. the 
e~t;d 11i"hnwnt of :-ome I; JI"lIl or g()vernmcnt, to protcct them agamst 
the rapDcity oj' their own countrymen-the latter. TIll' me~chants op­
posed the mCU"UH', ;]S injuri'lu" to the fisheries, awl pre\'mled. The 
petition () f the rc,.;;ic1E'I1(" W<lS H'm'\\'( ,d from time to time, but never 
with SIICCCSS; and the) continued to suffer \Hlmgs and cruelties with­
out redress. 

Th(' mcrchDnts convinced the III illistr\' or the Lord,; of Tr:lde and 
PLIIlI;ltion:-', tllat th(, apIJointlllllJt of D g;)~crnor, and the rec()glJition of 
the Idl rif.!hts of til(' iulla bitants (If ..\ I '\\' liJll!llllal1Ll as British subjects, 
w()uld prudu('c the ruinous n sults anticipated by Child, antI, strange 
as it Ill"} "j'{l(':n', 1111 Ellgli::Jlllwn could lu\\iully bavc a home on that 
i,;lancl Ii Jr a I()LJ,u pnilld. 

'1'111' Idict of 1 Vi (I, to lJUrn ;11111 llL-stnlY, had the effect, possibly, to 
inc/'( ': 1:'(' tlj(' nuwbn of ships, "iuc(', ilJUr }l'UrS afterward, t\\'o hundred 
and s('\ I ~nt y, l'llJpl(),\ in,(f, 1:11 board Dml on shore, ten thousand eight 
hUlJdred nlt'lJ, WI 'rl' l'l1g;1 g('d in tlj(' li~l1t'ry . Yet the Sl'as \\'ere not safe. 
~(JlTII' (If tIle tislling \'l's,~d,; mouIlled hom kn to twenty guns, and 
c,m jed li'(ll11 ~jx 1 y to 01](' hundrl'd [lll'lJ, and others sailed ullder convoy, 
UJ~d \\('1(' pwtl('l('d, \Vllilt- on tIll' C(),I,;t, ll) ships-of:'war. The price 
of f1S11 , to ,;upport this sLLt(' of thiu,!.!;.", must have been enormous. 

,As tIll' C('!I1my clo::,('s \\(' n(lli('(' 1111' IUI'lItion ()f a report of the Lords 
of Tr:lde ,mel l' lantDti, JlIS, in \yhich they f'() fur modify their former 
ordl J', rdali\'(, to l'llJigwti()ll, rlS tu intimatc that, inasmuch as a 
tho\l,;an(l IllhllUS migbt -be uscii.ll Dt l\cwloundhmd, to construct boats 
and ji~llilJg-st:lp(.'s, tlwt llumlwJ' wuuld bv ndll.'rcd to live there, without 
ft';Il', W(',W:I), C,111.J('jlJ(1e, of ofliclal illCl'lJdi;lril's and legal robbers. But 
1.he ,!,!raclOUS pn\'ll~'gl' tlms accorded still pbced the resident fisllE'rmen 
~:t tIl(' tcndcr l1j('ITll'S ()f tIll' n1l'l'chunts Llnel the masters of their vessels; 
1oy, .11)- 11Il act of 1\IJ-lim11cnt in IG~S, these masters, in the ~Ibsence 
of all bw, WClf' autl~orizcd to al~mini"tlT justice, and to regulate the 
geller.al ('I lllClTllS of thc fislwl'll's and uf the colony, almost at 
pleasm1E'. 
---------------------- --------------
nfl''':I)('('--,1 Fort of gently-ripening hot,house-\l'her" l'ight memb,'rs of Parliament reeeivo 
~ulill!"" of 11 tllOusflllll a yenr, lor a ('l'l'ta!n gil'l'U tilllP, ill onll'l' to matlin', at a prop<'1' Bonson, 
a cln~IIl, t~ (',\<0 th~lU8unLl, grulltcLl fol' dllIlIg less, HIli! on tit .. erc,lit of having toiled BO long in 
that mfenor, l,abon,o~8 department, ,I h." t' IUlo\\'n tllat bon I'll, olf lind on, for a great nuuiher 
0: y"urH, },,,(11 of Its pro'l':Il'l~',l nh,jI'l't:< hay" bl'PllmUeh the ohjects of my study, if I have l\ 

rIght to ('nil any lJUJ'RUlts oj flllIle by "0 I'l'Flwl'tllble a IUlllll', I eon assure the House-and I 
hope tlUlt tlil'Y will IJO,t tIl ink thut I ri,k my lit tl,' ('l'etlit lightly-that, without meaning to 
~nvey t!ll' l~ast re~cctlOn upon lilly one of its members, pas~ or present, it is a board which 
if not lJllSChleVous, IS of no use lit lill." 
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Were the i?mates of ~ritis? prisons to be su~jected now to the 
treatment received by the mhabItants at the hands of these masters, the 
whole civilized world would join in a shout of indignant condemnation. 
The first master who arrived at any particular harbor wa'3 its admiral 
for the season; the second was its vice-admiral, and the third its rear­
admiral. Thus, at the outset, no attention whatever was paid to the 
qualifications-to the heads or the hearts-of these strange rulers. Ac­
cident-a long passage or a short one, a dull or a quick-sailing yessel­
determined everything. The triumph of the English merchants over 
their fellow-subjects, in this lone and desolate isle, was as complete as 
that of the warrior who storms a city. In fine, the "admir<lls ,. se­
lected the bef'it fishing stations, displaced at will the resident fishermen 
who occupied them, drove the inhabitants £l'om their own houses, took 
hush-money and presents of fish in a4justing cases brought bef()re them 
for adjudication, and, in their general cnurse, were as arbitrary rlul as 
corrupt as the leaders of banditti. There wire exceptions, it m3Y be 
admitted; but the accounts are uniform that, as a class, the" adnJirals" 
were both knaves and tyrants. Yet the law which authorized th(,3e 
iniquities bore the title of "An act to ret/courage the trade of Newfound­
land." 

In 1701 we have a very pnrticlliar [lnd detniled return of tllp con­
dition of the fishery, thus: There WCfe 121 vessels, mann('(1 with 
2,727 men, 99:3 boats, belonging to the Yes.ocis and to thc' resident 
fishermen, 544 fishing-stages on the shorc~, (mel 3,581 men, women, and 
children employed as curers; while the catch was :!lG,:320 quintals 
of fi~h, yi('lding 3,798 hogc<lwacl;; of oil.· 

In 1729 we record an improvement in the governmpnt of the i~Lll1cJ, 
since a captain of a ship-of:'war cli;;placcc\ tbe "admirals," and \n' find 
the number of inhabitants estimated ;It about G,OOU. Hcfc,tTilli! tu the 
accompanying table [or the general statistic;; of the century ; ~md re­
marking that the nnmber of ships \ns (louhlcd in tIlt' six y(';Ir.~ :"llC­

cceding the close of the war with FrancE', which immediatdy preceded 
our Hcvolution, we procced to notice such events as our limited "lluce 
will allow: 

The first of these is the proclamation of the King, ill 1763, in \\"hich 
it is ~t;lted that, "to the end that the open and 1i'ee fishery of our ::,ub­
jects may be extended to and carried on upon the coast of Labrador 
and the acljacent islands, we bave thought fit, with the uch-ice of our 
privy council, to put all that coast, f1:om the river St. John to Hud­
son's straits, together with the isbnds of Anticosti and Madalene, and 
all other islands lying upon the said coa;::t, uncler the care and inspec­
tion of our governOJ:' of Newfoundland," while" the islands of St. John, 
Cape Breton, or Isle Royale, with the lesser i;:.lands adjacent thereto," 
WITt' anllexed to "the government of .:\ ova Scotia." 

The general affairs of Newfoundland were considered at about the 
same time. Though no plan was devised for the government of the 
colouy, such us was due by Enghmd to herself and to humanity, the 
-----------------------------

• In ]7~7 an act of Parliament was passed whieh authorized the importation of salt into 
Pennsyl\'8uia, in BritiRh ships, (navigated according tu the uavigation aets of t Ite rt'alm,) Dnd 
for the curing of fish, on the 8lIWIJ couclitioUd us were IllIowed in New EuglauJ. Illld K~w· 
fuundland. 
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resolution was still adopted to discontinue all fu~ther attempts to check 
the resident fishermen. The task had become, mdeed, hopeless. The 
tonnage of the merchants' ships had fallen t(~ less, than eighteen, thou­
sand, and their catch to one hundred and tlurtY-S1X thous~nd qumtals. 
The produce of the boat fishery, on the other hand, had n~en to, three 
hundred and ten thousand quintals. The hoat-fishers, or Il1halntants, 
had, therefore, overcome f'very (lb.~r~\('le, and :"ere in ,the ascendency. 

I reserve a full answer to the many complamts ag~llnst our cou?tr~­
men who fish in the seas of British America, for another part of thIS 
report; that, however, which is made by the people of Newfoundland, 
mClV I'e disposed of here. 

the charge is, that the British flag is no longer seen upon, "the 
ban],:,;," anel that the privilege'" cD:ioyed by ,the French ,anel ~mc,ncans, 
by tr~aty anel othen:'ise, have caust'll t/~e wlt!Klr:rwal ~~ t~Je },lI,ddl, ~ll1d 
colol1la! merchants from that branch 01 the fishery. I hIS chargl~ J:-. to 
be it ,und, in sub"tance, in ~ill offensive ilmn, in ntC\v~rapers, in official 
document", amI remonstrallces to the home gun:rnment. I submit, in 
all kindness, that it is not SI', The truth i,,;, that the resjdent fish;:nnen­
as ~ir Josiah Child, a hundred and eighty y('~lrs ngo, anticiprikcl they 
would do-have supplanted the merchants of England, with \\'l1om they 
H' lon,g eonl,'nu,'d; tbat the b"<lt fi"]ll'l'Y has takt'li the plal"~ "rthe yt'ssd 
ii:,;hery, in the common com,;c of thill,~s. To c;ltch fish by long, expen­
sive, ,lilt! periloll" vlIynges, \\'hen thl'Y l',111 be tal,I'lI at the fi"lwrmen's 
own I Innr", 'where I 'ak] II 'l'S and curer,.; can "ll'cp in their own be. L, taste 
the ,~W('I'ts of a "hore life, ~ll1d l'l~jlly the c0111f(/I"1:,; ,,1' home, is to llispellsc 
with the stealll-,;pindle and gu b;lck to the dist;dl: There is no truth 
in tbe ,'omplaint. The annual catch at l\'ewfounclbncl, in whole num-
1J('r.~, is one million of quint;d::i, nnd, on a mean ,,1' years, equal to that of 
~1lly ii'rIllt'f period. This ±:let is conclusiYl', That the A.mcricans dis­
turb t iJ(' industry of the coiuui,.;t,;, is not possible. Thc re,;turation of 
tbe I'Y-!!Illlt' v(''';St'] fishery C;1ll be accomplished, not I,y driving these 
"lfm'il.'lll'rs" from "t/](' l,anks," but by a /lew edict to burn alld d"rroy tlte 
du'cllillgs Ii British slIly'cels.'" 

-~--- ---.----------~ 

• LUffl Dllndonald eX]Jl'f'NRl'd his "iell's with l'f'gar.l til tho Hl'itiRh fishery at X,mioundland 
in a l'ollJlllUni('utiun l'uhli"ht't! in tIll' Loudon Tim!'", August, l,"~,~, in the following tl'lmS, It 
will hI' "'I'U thllt hI' attdlmtpB tIl{' RUHl'l'nsion of the rf~,,'IDshery to the b01Ult~· system of 
France and the 1 'nited ~Tlltl'"; !lutl thllt he cun~itlcl's thtl tllllploYlllcut of a na,al force to pro­
vent" aggl'essious," u Illi.taken pulk)", 

To the Editor of tho Times, 

l:'lR: The Iccu1ing artielf) of tho Times of the 3d inst" on the subject of th,' British North 
American li~llI'ril'H, illvolvt'H II llllLl'itinl<' '1t1l'Htioll of 8uell dtal il1lpo!'t~lllce to tIlt' pf'rmallPIH'(\ 
of our wI""ip"""'!" thut I Ill']'" Y"u will,l,'''otl' the corm'!' of a column of your pllp!'!, (l'f.'rllsed 
and pondered over II)' chiliuus IIm1 statesmen) to eOUl'l')', ill fiB few words as p","iblP, the real 
cliuse of tIl(' p,rogreH~iH' ,1.-l'n)", antI .110'1' total abandonment, of thllt once impoliunt nursery 
fur SI'amen, \\'It II wh)f'h the dutil'S of my late naval cOllllIland required that I should make 
myself intimatt'ly aCIltH.lllt",1. 

1'lw result of unthelltie information d,'rivl,t1 from offieial documents, most of which were 
obligingly fumished hy the zOillou~ IUld indefatigahle governor then presidilllT in N ell1c,ulldland 
(Sir U" Le~I~rcllllllt;,) pr()y,'d that the British" bank" or dCt'Il-S,'a fishory formerly employed 
400 ~all "I square·nggl',1 vl'sseis and 12,000 seamell, IUld that now not one of thc'" follO\v 
tI:eir vucatio~l in CIlIlSl'lllll'nc" of the ruinous f'tl;'l't of bounties aWllrded by the FWllCh and 
North AUlCl'WUll gOVCl'llIll"lltR, The forml'f pay their Dshrl'Y lOf, for every quintal of fish 
deb~lrketl in the port of Fr~lI("" allLl :,!', udditillllal on their ,'xportation in Freueh yessels to 
tormgn StatOR, onco l'xellJ,'m.]y supplted by EnglulJ(l-a tnUl,fl'l' which CHDllOt hI' viowed 
~illIply as a mercantile trnll.l'aetion, scoiug thut the SUbstitution of a greater uumber of foreign 
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In 1771, the number of souls at Newfaundland was 3,449 Enolisn, 
and 3,34g Irish. In 1775, merchants" at home" were encouracr~d to 
continue their adventures, by an act of Pa~liament, which allo~ed a 
bounty of £4,0 to the first twenty-five ships, £20 to the next hundred, 
and £10 to the Eleeond hundred, that should make fares of fish before 
the miflrlle of July, and proceed to "the banks" for a second ladincr. 

Lord North's bIll to prohibit the people of New England from fisl~incr 
at Newfoundl<'lllcl, which was passed in the year last named, will b~ 
notieed particularly elsewhere. 

During the discussion pending these measures-the one to "encour­
nge," the other to "starve" suqjects of the realm-~Iartineaux Shuld­
ham, who had been governor of Newfoundland three years, was exam­
ined :1t the bar of the Commons. The material part of his testimony 
may be thus stated: that the catch of fish in 1774 was 739,S77 quin­
tals, and thftt 23,652 men were employed in the fishery, all of \vhom 
became sailors. 

With regard to the fishermen of New England, he said that few of 
them ever clltered the Britif:h navy; that he had h€<Inl great complaillts 
of the outrages they committed on the coast; thnt they carried on an 
illicit trad(' with the F'rf'ncll, mceling them on the sen alld selling- them 
not only provisions and lumber, but v('c;~ds ;l1so; and that, in the Frclleh 
war, few of them had sl'rved in his Majesty's ships-of-war. 

At lJw P(';J('c of 178:3, the Engli~h N('w/;)un<lI:1no fishery-intt-rrupted 
by "0:-;1 ilitics-was [(·slmlC·J with spirit, and pro;;ecuted with SUCCl';;S; 

and three years aftef, the bounty act of 1775 was renewed for a speci­
fied term. The condition of the ('oloni.~tc; remained, howc\'er, ""jthout 
material change. I find it statcu that a gentle·man formerly connected 

trnnsat1nnl i,' fishinl( vessels, having more numerous ('rewa, constitutl'R a stati.tic.al uilfereuc.e 
amollntillt( to 26,O()() sailorR "gainst England. without iuc·ludiug til" United Stutes-a fuet that 
tIIugbt not" Ilncl, h('illg known, ClUllIot bl' looked on with indiiferell('O'. 

TmuRntlaLltic steam-packets l't'el'iVL'llutioual support, mnounting to huudredB of thousands 
of pounds II ,,,,'nr, without complaint being made l'\'l'n by tilt' lllost zealous fro,,'-trade au.oeate, 
o('eons<' s1J('h ,,'s~l'ls lllay proYl' useful in war. How, theu, cun the policy of gTlUIting a pre­
mium, thllR forcr>d upon n~, in {lrder to prE'servE' our nnrsery fi'r H'amen, be con,i.l .. red uther­
wise than t.Iw chell!,"'! Hwans of manning our ships-of-war 1 Such premium, fur the delJP-sea 
fijhery \"''''''1" resorting t.o Ellrop", ought to bE' accompanied by llnmwlity tu our iu-Hhore 
colonilll fish,'rmcn fl'OL1I the tnx on 1'"lt, (from which the parent State is happily free,) and by 
.. T!,I .. n •• • from other imposts, from which the French fisherman, under na.al authurity, ill 
wkolly l'xmnpt. 

Dl'llvity being ess('utial to admittanr(J into your eolumns, reference may be made for im­
portant tl .. tailA to "Morris's Fishery of Ne\\foundland," ('ontainiug petitions and remoustrance 
of inhahitant.s, whkh assuredly have never been read by our colonial administration, though 
pre~singly urged for cOLlsideration. 

V l.ssels-or-war an' obviously not required for the protection of the deep-sea fishery which 
has ('''Ilsed to exist; nor are·thl'Y necessary for the security of the undisturbed colonial punts 
which fish in-short·. The stationing more vessels-of-war to guard the fishery is therefi.lre II 
mistak,', nrigillating in a want of knowledgE' of facts. Fish caught by the British subjects 
"anllnt h., sold with profit either in eou\inental Europe or in the United Staws_ In 18-19, the 
duty puid "" Brir.ish fish in the ports of the United States was $163,000, wbile the prclllium 
nWfll'dt'd to th"ir own fishennen WII8 $243,43'2_ 

Tho.,' who d.,.in' furthE'r insight into the circnmstances of our western colonies, especialy 
ns regards tilt' li"heril's of Newfoundland, may consult a pamphlet published sy Ridgway, con­
taining a "tatiRtieul mop, which onght to be brought to tbe knowledge of those wbo possess 
the power to avert impl.uding national mischiefs. 

I am, sir, your often obliged and obedient servant, 
Dm'DONALD. 

LoIfOOl'l • .4Q61Ut 4. 
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with Lord North's administration said, in the c~urse of hi~ testimony 
before a committee of the Commons, that "tIle 1sland q( 1\ww!Jundland 
had been considered, in all former times, as a great Engl~sh slap, mOM. cd 
near the Banks during the fishing seaso"!, for the co~w;n1ence ?f Enghsh 
fishennen;" that. "the gov.ernor W~/S consld~red the slnp s (:aptmn, a.nd a.lt 
those concerned zn the fishmg busmcss as his crew, and subject to nawl dZ$-

Girline." . 
This quaint witness spoke Il1 1793. The san:e year, another func-

tionary, in his testimony before the san:e commIttee, declared that he 
would" all()w nO/l'omo n to lalld on the IS/ill/d, and that means slwul~ be 
adopted to remm'c those" alr~ady there. !hus do vw cundude the eIgh­
teenth century; oarely addmg, that the ll1fluenc~ of the merc?ants ~as 
yet sufficient to prevent grant,; of lands; and that th~ col.ol1lsts ,r~Ised 
a few garden vegetables for consumptIOn only by VIOlatIOns ot t:3tate 
papers ;l11cl the statute-book. . _ 

For the twenty years precedmg 1~15, the fi"hery.w,!-s prosperous 
beyond example. The profits to merchants engaged In It were so~e­
times tIfty, sixty, f'ighty, and even one hundred thousand dollars m a 
sinrrle s(';son. Per,.;ons who commenced the business entirely destitute 
of ~<lpit;tl, shared in the"., l'llOrn}(lU~ gains, and accumulated large for­
tunc:' in a short period. It would S(,('I11, huwever, thilt, as previously, 
the ad \';lllt<lgl'S to the perm:ment rl'o'idcnts were inconsiderable, since 
the f]"IIt'IY \\"as in tll'~ hnnd" of English merchants, \,-hose adven­
ture~ \Yfn~ c()nducted bY;lgents, anel of those who, on amassing \,-ealth, 
imrrw(liatciy departed irow the i,;luml. A sudden and disastrous re­
verse I we unTIl. 

The qmlI1tity of fish ('''portell in 1814 was about one· million two 
hundred !luI/IS/lllfl quintllls, 0[' tlll'l'Il!u!' 11/ 11/111"1' than twelve mi1lions if dol­
{(Irs. The 'll1;mtity shipP"l] in 1815 was hardly less; but the peace 
proclU<.'t'l] a ruinous change in price. The decline from eight and nine 
dolbrs the quintal, to fivc, f()ur, and ('ven to less than three dollars, 
was rapid. Almo,;t nnivIT"al bankruptcy followed; for two or three 
Y('(1rs "Hlin' suspension of the fishery \vas the result apprehended. 
For awhile, the fl~W mcrcll;l11ts \\,ho l'Sl";ll'Ctl in301vency, utterly hope­
less in the g(~neral dismay, were l)('l1t upon closing their affilirs. The 
common fishermen, in the years of prosperity, had intrusted their sa­
vings to their employer~, and the dislr('~s of this class would have been 
climinishetl could thl':'l' have 1)('1'11 recovered; but, losers by the failure 
of the merchants to an amount exceeding one million of dullars, and 
destitute :ilike of money ;mll of ('mployment, their condition was ex.­
tremely sad, and excited dl'cp sympathy. Thousands of persons de­
pended solely upon the hook and line for subsistence, and emioTation 
or st:lrvation were considered the only alternatives. ~ 

The colonists, who r:'ly upon the product~ of the sea for support, 
charge the most of theIr mIsfortunes to theIr French and American 
competitors. They did so in t?e ~asc ~cfl)n' us. Their complaints 
were groundless, and may be dIsmIssed 111 perfect good nature. The 
pe~ple w ~10 distress them so continually, ~I\ld who:,c apJlc:mll1ce on 
theIr fishmg grounds spreads s() gelwral consternation, \\"l'rc fellow. 
sufferers from the ruinous decline of prices of commodities at the o·en. 
eral pal:ification of Europe, and were involved in similar bankrupt~ies. 



05 

B~sides, at the period of commercial disasters at Newfoundland, the 
French and Americans had not recovered from the effects of war, and 
had not, to a very alarming extent, resumed their adventures upon the 
coasts or "the banks" of that island . 
. The. competition between t~1e cqlonists apd the people just men­

tIoned lllcreased; but the Enghsh fishery gradually revived. The an­
nual catch is now nearly a million of quintals. There have been sea­
sons of fluctuations since the years reterred to: depre:::sion is an inci­
dent in every human employment. Maritime pursuits are more uncer­
tain than those of the soil or those of the work-shop. Of the fisheries, 
particularly, it is entirely true to say that they never have afforded, and 
never will afford, constant and continuous rewards; for, aside from the 
losses consequent upon overstocked and glutted markets, the most un­
wearied industry and the highest degree of skill are often insufficient 
to insure good fares. Our colonial neighbors should take thesc matters 
into the account, and while lamenting their calamities, remember that 
the American fishermen, whose condition they consider so much pref­
erable to their own, are subject to the same revcrscs, and would gladly 
surrender many of the privileges they are suppo;;cd to enjoy, filr the 
liberty of living near to, and of freely using, the inner or shore fishing­
grounclfi, of which they nre now dC'l'rived, and which are rc:,wrvcel ex­
clusivdy for British sul~j('cto;. 

As a branch of industry, we need pur;:lle our inquiries relative to the 
Newfoundland cod-fishery no furtlwr. The table of statistics, compiled 
from the best sources of information open to me, ;) nel which I think is 
substantially accurate, mny he refern·d to as ;Jffi)rding a general view 
of the subject ft)r the last thirty years. Thl' exports <In' to Portugal, 
Italy, Bpain, Brazil, the British West Indic:" tbe British continental 
possessiolls in America, to Gn';lt Britain, Irel and, aIHI ~l·otland. In 
some of tbese markets the merchants of Nc'wfi)unc11and have no com­
petitors. A" much as they complain of us and of our policy, our ports 
are opel1 to the importation of their staple commodity, on tnms which 
are producing alarming changes in the prolwrty and prospects of those 
of our countrymen whose position on the coast of New Enghn(l, and 
whose habits and general circumstLUlces, leave them no choice of em­
ployments. 

NewftlUndland is connected "'ith some of the most interesting events 
to be found in our nnnnls. Cabot saw it before Columbus set ioot on 
the American continent. There came the first men of the BaxI In race, 
under the first English chartlT, to found an English colony. Yisiters 
to, or residents upon its sh01'('o;, were the noble Gilbert, and Raleigh, 
the father of coloni~.ation in this hemisphere; Mason and C::uwrt, the 
fi-lUndl'r" of two of the United Statt's. Among those who lent aid and 
countenance to the enterprises to people it, in early time, were per:,ons 
of rank amI wealth-and Bacon, of world-wiele illme. J nits 'Y:lters 
W('l'l' tl1(' first trials by jury in America. The freedom of its fi;:heries 
was asserted by Coke, anel other champions of English liberty, in t~nes 
to roust' the popular mind, and to put an end to chartered monopohsts. 

In some respects Newfoundland is "a great English ship moored 
I1('ar the Banks," even in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
Twenty years have not elapsed since the system, which was hardly a 
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modification of that devised by heathen Carthage and Rom~, f~r the 
government of distant coloni~s, was .abolished; or since captams III the 
royal navy, who ca:ne to ~he. I"land III the spnng and returned to ~ng­
land at the close of the fishlllg season, ceased to rule and to consIder 
the inlwliilants as "subject to ~naval discipline;" and persons are now 
alive who were the victlms of thci merchants" at home," who, armed 
with on1in::U1C(~S and instructions of the Lords of Trade and Plantations, 
insisteu upon the entire control of the business, and of the domestic ar­
nlIlgements of the rcsidents. 

For the first time, in a history of more than three hundred years, a 
legislative body, simi!:!r to those of other .British colonies, a.ssembled 
in Newfounclland in 1,<::;:3;3. The only materwl changes ofprevlOus dates 
were tllilsc which rL'htcd to the administration of justice, and which 
allo\veu the people the fimns :IUel prim:iples of jurisprudence, in place 
of the decrees and the decisions of the knavish and despotic "admi­
rals" in command of fishing vessds, and the quarter-deck mandates of 
their ~lll'l'('ssors. 

A fc\\' mjlt',~ Lack fi'om the coast, j\'c\y[oundland is almost an un­
broken wildt'nlC'ss. The inhabitanb, :-JS a body, are a~ ignorant of the 
interior ()f the island as :In' (lther:';. To them, and to all 'the world, the 
colOllY i,.; klJO"'lJ fell' its fisheries, and for these alone. '1'0 enumerate 
St. JI')IJlI, F'Tryland, FI1,!.;o, :ll1d Burin, and the settlements on the bays 
of Conn'Jlcion, Trinity, Hunavista, Fortune, Dull'~, Placentia, and St. 
Mary's, is to H'I'all altJlost l~YITy place of note. There was no free 
port ulltil 1 "-:!') , <lnd Ill) bunk uutil eight years later. From the dis­
cOH'ry uf Cab()t to the arriv;,[ (If a bishop uf the church, was three 
hUlldrcd ;Illd fi)rty-i1m:'(' years. The population in l~Oti-about two 
and a quarter l'('llturi('s :tficr the attl'lnpt of colonization Ly Gilbert­
W:IS 11'''s tll;1Il twt'llty-,;ix thousand. It was less than scycnt)'-four thou­
sand in V<:(i; and IJUt niucty-six thousand six hundred and six in lS45. 

It rCIJl;i i w.; t(J Spl'; I k uf tJlI~ tislling gruu nels; of the manner of catc hing 
ane! l'llI'ing, :ll1d of the habits of the ))(TS()ll'; wbo are emploYl'd in the 
fi,;lwry. As the vessel Of "bank" lislH'ry b~ls been abandoned by the 
Ell,!!1 i,;lI, all account, d' it is I'('SfTYed for the third part of this report. 
The bllats used fi)r the shore fishery require from two to four men each. 
'fh,' lllUlllH'f of b();lts ill V;;;l'-', Was ti, 159; and ill lS45, 9,9S9. The 
fishillg is lwdimned within the harbors, and early in the season, near 
the lancl. Tb(" I!l('n st;ll1d while at tlll'ir toil, and each is able to tend 
mo\'(' tha~ one IiIII' .. At times the ~s? fasten to t~e hooks so rapidly, 
that thc hS]H'J'lIH'1l display grl'at actIVIty. A boat IS often filled in two 
or three bours. On tbe shores are" stages," or buildinas erected on 
P(),,;t,.,, alit! prllj('('ting into the sea, to allow boats to eomeOto them as to 
w[lancs or picr,.;. The fish "IT carried to these "stages," where, in 
the hands of the "cut-ihroat," the "header," the "splitter," and the 
"s:dkr," ns fiJUr classes of the" slwrl'smen" are called, they [Ire pre­
,pared for the" dryer." When sulliciently salted, they are washed, and 
transp(~rted on " hand-barrows" to t~e "flakes," where they are spread 
and drJ('cl. Once cured, tlll'y are prIed in warehouses to await sale or 
orden: if)r shipment. The" s:llt~r" and the" dryer" should be careful 
and expert men; the one to dlstnhute the salt with a skilful hand-the 
other, that damps and ruins do not injure the fish while exposed in the 
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air. Three qualities are usually sorted for exportation, and a fourth, 
consisting principally of broken and discolored fish, is retained for con­
sumption. Women and children are sometimes employed in the boats, 
and very frequently assist the curers on shore. During the fishiu<:Y 
season there are no idlers of either sex. 0 

The labors of the fishermen and sharesmen are almost inces:3ant. 
The time devoted to sleep, under circumstances that otten occur, is 
insufficient for the demands of nature; while long abstinence from 
food is not uncommon. 

The fishermen formerly lived in the rudest of structures; but they 
now occupy comfortable dwellings. Their food is C'o;lTse, and their 
manners rough. Intoxicating drinks were once as COIllI!10n among 
them as tea or water. Of late years there has been a sensIble change 
for the better; and a large class are moral and temperate. Their habits 
of life are irregular, from the necessities of their P().~jl if)ll; but in hos­
pitality and acts of kindness they are not c:xccllcd by men of the 
higher walks of society. They are to be judge!l in lllercy, jll!' thl'ir 
opportunities to improve are few, and their temptation:" tu err are many. 

English codfishcry-Se1.ifiJundlulld. 

Year. No. of Tonnage. Numbl'rof Xlllnberof Quintnh of Value. 
vessu!s. men. boats. fidlI exported. 

1577 ... .•.. ••••. . 50. •. •• . •... .......... .......... .........•.. . .........•• 
] 603 ........ , ___ . 200 .. . •. . .. . . 10, 000 .•. _.. .. .. """""" ... _ ...•• " . 
1615 . .. •.. . .•••.• 250 ..••........ .•.. •... .. _. . . .... . .......... , ..••....•••• 
] 622 . .. ..• . ..• ... 400 . . . ••. .... ...... .... . ......... """""" ..•.•..••••• 
J6~ .•.•••..•••.. 150 15,000 5,000 ...................... """""" 

[~~~ : :: :::: :::::: i~~ ::: ~: ~~i:: .. ig: ~~~ .. :::::::::: :::::::::: J:::::: :::::: 
l71G ...•••••••••• 161 U,193 2,119 ..•••.••.. IOG,!I:,'2 ........... . 
1724 ........•.•••.•.......•••.......•.....•.. """ .... 111. noD ........... . 
J 7:12 . . . • • • . .••••. ........ .•.•.. . ... ..•... .... ....••.•.. '2111, ill 10 ........... . 
] 7;,11 ...•••.•• "" 21':! 3:1, 5] '2 4, 103 .•• _ ••••.. '" _ ... _ ............... . 
1763 ............. 177 17,268 2,531 .•••..•... 4!):3,G.-,-I ........... . 
1769 . •. ••• . ..••.. 354 . . • ... ••.. . ..•.. "" """"" , .. ,.".,.,. . ........••• 
1770... •••.•••••. 368 ............................ , ........................ . 
1771 ...•.• , ..••.. 369 .......................................... """""" 
1772 ...•••...••.. 306 ..................................................... . 
1774 •..••••..•••. 25-1 •••••••.•. 2~~,652 ..••..••.. ;:/I,:-'i7 ........... . 
1785 • • . • • • • • • • • • • 292 . • • • •• .. .• . •••.• "" .......... C,!Jl, 276 .•••••.••••• 
1786 . •. ..•. •••••. 280 ..................................................... . 
1787 ..• ••.. ••••.. 306 ..................................................... . 
1788 ....... •••••. 389 .••••.•.••..•••• "" .••••.. , ...• ___ . __ .••..•••..•••••• 
1789 .•••• ,. . ••••• 304 ..................................................... . 
1790 . . . ..• . . • • • • . 259 31, 644 . • • • •. •••. .••••.••.. 61:3-l, 421 .••••...•••• 
1791....... ..•••. 245 34,166 ...... "" ......... , ..•.•..••• , ..•••...••••• 
17UO.2 . . . . . . . . • • • • • 276 • • . . . • . • •. """"" ......•• ,. ............ . .•••..••••• 
179M. •. •• . . ••• •.. .•....•. 15, 838 1,268 ................ '" . .. . .•........• 

~~ ::: :::: :::: :: I ... ~~ .... ~~: ~~~ ..... ~: ~~~ .. :::::::::: ;i~~: ~~ :::::: :::::: 
1805 .•.•••.. , ••.. i. . .. .... ...... .... ...... .... .......... ;'2(;, :~"o ......... '" 

i:::: :::: :::::J::::::: :::::: :::: :::::: :::: :::::: :~~: ~: !~~j~~ :~~~:~~::~ 
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English coJjishery, Nevfoundland-Continued. 

Year. No of Tonnage. Numberof Numberof
i 

Quintals of Value. 
. I men boats fish exported. vesse B. ., 

V3-25 ............................. ..r .......... I ........ .. 

i~~ [~~<t·~· [;:[~:~: ([~:; };i;;.;; ~:;i:.-"U. 
973,464 
760,177 
619, 177 
683,5:313 
674,9,""" 
'i12,Srl8 
7~4,515 

915,795 

I I 

1,009,7'2;; 
1, (1117, U,'"iO 

9:{1i, ~1I2 
8;''2,]62 

1,000,333 
1<;17,973 
9'20,366 

1,175,167 

English herrillg fislwry, Ncujiilllldland. 

lear. 

It\:~'-l ..••••• "" ...................................... .. 
18:3V ................................................. .. 
1'-'111 ................................................. .. 
jrl4J ................................................. .. 
1,-14'2 ................................................. .. 
1-1·1:3 ................................................. .. 
18-1-1 ...................... " ......................... .. 
1',145 ......................................... """ '''' 
IM7 .............................................. __ ... 

Barrels pickled 
exported. 

15,276 
20, ;-':{)j) 

14,I,,"G 
9, !li);) 

1:3, :-;:HI 
~I, 649 

13,410 
20,903 
9,907 

THE NE\\'PUUXDLAND SEAL FISHERY, SO CALLED. 

$2,420,000 
2,880,000 
3,025,000 
2,805,000 
2,660,000 
2,410,000 
2, \180, 000 
2,4;,0,000 
2,4;)5,000 
2, \1-10, 000 

Value. 

$53,615 
69,200 
45, 180 
31,805 
35,595 
2'2,850 
33,325 
56,170 
25,555 

Tllis business is of recent origin. The first account of it is in 1795, 
but it wos not pro~"t'lItC'd to :my extent until the general peace, in 1814. 

Seals fi-c(luent the (,();Ists of Newfoundland in the spring. They go 
upon the ice in the polar O'l';IS tf) bring forth their young, and are swept 
along by the Ull-r, 'lit" to milder regions, where, still upon the ice, hun­
drecls of thousands of them are annually killed. During the passage 
from the remote north, they :lpparently live without much food, but yet 
are quite fil t when c;('( 'n by those who adventure in pursuit of them. 

The vessels engaged in catching s('als are from filty to two hundred 
tons, and carry frolll fifteen to forty men each. They leave Newfound­
land in March, and proceed to sea ulltil they meet the ice, and on Edling 
in with it, are forced into it as far as possible, by implements which are 



59 

a:r~nged for the P?TPosc. Fast ~mbedd:d in the vast and seemingly 
hmItless ?elds of Ice, ~he c~ews dIsperse In every direction in search of 
seals,. whIch. are very mactlve, ~nd are generally easily caught. They 
are.lulled WIth fire-arms and .wlth clubs, and often while asleep. Oc­
caslOnally the large ones reSIst. The moans of the young durina the 
slaughter are piteous. 0 

The flesh of seals is unfit for food, and they are only valuable for 
their fat and skins. The common method is, to strip off the skins and 
fat together, and to carry these parts to the vessels, leaving the remainder 
uprm the ice; but when the weather or other circumstances will not 
permit this, the carcass is transported whole, and the valuablA pans are 
stripped ofl" subsequently. Seal-catching closes towanls the end of 
April. The most fortunate vessels make two voyages in a season. 
After the arrival of the vessels in port, the Jat is separated from the 
skins, cut into pieces and put into vats, 'where, by the warmth of the 
sun, ~he oil oozes out. The skins are spread and salted in piles, and 
when properly cured, are packed in bundles of convenient size. 

In the whole circle of human employments, few or none are more ex­
citing and p(~ril()us than the c,ltching of :'e;ll". A storm of sll'et and 
snow in the night is terrible, and the stoutest hearts quail. \Yhile the 
vessels arc a1>:-':cl1t, the greatest anxiety pH'vails in the purls of departure, 
Dnd the most diE'tw:';sillg rumors prt'v,lil: at times, a full month clap8es 
before the :trrival of a single vessel, and (:v('ry imaginable C<tUSL' is LlS­

signee! by alarmed filrnilies amI ti:iencls fi)r the d(,by of tidings from the 
sealing-ground. Northcast gales drive tIll' ice towards the sh()re, and 
frequelltly produce fearful disasters to both life and property. III 1.':A:3 
the los:, of vCRsels was very considerable, and several entire crews per­
ished.* Some vessels were wrccked In 1849. 

The year 1827 was uncommonly prosperous. Forty-nne ycs:,els 

.. A similar disaster occurredi n the spring of 1,'l~,2. Th@ first lI("""lIut of it WitS liS fi.lIows: 
"The steamer OSl'l"t'Y, from St. John, NenfolllHlhwil, April 2::.1, has arrived at Halifax, 

with acconnts ot the wL"I'ck of between fift.y anil sixty vl'ssels in the i.·", in the gl\le of April 
20th. Tho Newfoundland papers stl\te that the loss of life has been considl'rable, but how 
great is not lmowll. A list of eighteen w"seJR lost, with full cargol'S of skins, is given, ,lilt' of 
which had five (If her crew drownell, antI another two. In Ullin)" elLSes, !\s the vessels drifted 
towards, he it'I', the crews deserteli theUl and escaped to the shore. Iu some cases the aban­
doned vess(,ls have been taken into port. 

" Hundreds of the crows of the wrecked vessels are said to be on Riehm'J Island, Bonansta 
bay, in a state of destitution anll starvation. The Assembly of ~ewfouudland has reqm·,tPd 
tbe governor to appropriate £300 for their relief~ and four or five vl'ssels would sail to thllm 
as ijOllll as the wind would permit. A vl'""l had arrived at St. John, which reported that 
upwards of one thousanu shipwrecked sealers hud reached GreenforJ, but the number is prob­
ably 1·)Ulj.(j.(nrut.,ll. 

"The lJi"'~w'r is said to be nearly equal to that at Prince Edward Island last year." 
A Newlilundlllnd paper of later date says: "Since our last several sealers have arrived, and, 

for the most 1"111, with good trips. On Saturday arrived the Coquette, Captain Joseph Hou· 
luhllll, who was st!nt rouilll by the government to the relief of the shipwrecked men at Greeus­
Ilon!l. w,· 1l'a111 that Captllin Houlahau's mission was quite a providential one', the poor cast­
away fellows being in extreme tlestitutioll when he arrived. It is therefore consoling to refieot 
that, ill all probal,ility, many a life has been saved by this measure of the govenmwut. Clipt. 
H()ulllhllll IUjJ(led a bundred men at Catalina, and brought about two huwlu·d anil Jifty on hero. 
'Ve undl'rRtllDll that Ihl' Harbinger, whi{·b was also sent round to Greenspond with tbe Co­
quette, had Pl'llc!'I,.l.·,l ill her search further t<l the northward. All report8 agree that, but for 
the heavy "I'atlll'l', which has caused such destrurtion aUiong tho ves"els, this spring's catch 
of Beals "wuuld Ul' oue (If the largest ever known. Even as it is. we understand the average 
catch at thi8 time is equui to that of last year," 
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laden with seals arrived at St. John in a single week. They caught 
69,814 oC the objects of their search. One of these vessels took up­
wards of 3,000 in six days, and another, still more successful, about 
3,500 in the same time. The intense excitemf'nt which attended the 
slaughter of so large numbers, in so short a space, can be readily ima­
gined. 

Reference to the table of stfltistics will afford information as to the 
general :-t;lte of this branch of industry since the year 1'330. It will be 
seen that the return of vessels fitted out, is from the port ~t. John alone. 
The number from Concepcion, Trinity, and Bonavista ]J;ty:-, and from 
other parts of the island, is known to be considerable, and in 1845 to 
haY!' ('x('('('clcrl that of the capital, but I have been unable to procure 
accurate accounts for any other year. 

Statistics if the Newfoundland seal fishery.* 

Employed. Exports. 

Year. I 11! 

17M.... ...... ...V :,",1: .. ~O.~".~'. ~'".. 8,-,I·,k" T~oof ,il. 
4,900 r ...... • .. • 

J.'"']: ..................................................... .. 
1K:£II ..................................................... . 
1,~~1. ____ • ______________ . __ .. __ .. ___ . ____ .. _ .. _ ...... ________ ._ 

l'":l:!!l ..................... ,.. ...... ...... . ... , ..... . 

141, :;74 8,2-25 
221, :n4 8,2-24 
221,51D 7,806 
2.-,1" G13 ....... ----Itno...... ...... .... .... !I"l 6, 1(18 I,D.',,::; 

1H:31 .... ...... .... ..... . J].'":i 1', 046 2, :,78 
1 K:l:!. .. . . . . . . . ... . . . .. .. 1;.:) 11, 4ii:! 3, 2!14 
lK:l:l.... ...... .... ...... 106 K, !.it;:} 2,964 
183·L.. ...... .... ...... 12;' 11,0'20 2,910 
]r';l.'"'.......... .... ...... 120 11,167 2,912 
1K:lt;.................... 121) It,425 2,855 
18:17.......... .......... 121 10, t;4,-; 2, [140 
1838.... .......... ...... 110 9, :lIiO 2, t'2t) 
11'i:39................ .... 76 ti,447 2,029 
1",40.... ...... .... ...... 75 6, J90 2,0;,'" 
]K4I.... ...... .... ...... 72 5,965 2,07,'" 
1842 .................... 74 6,o:t-. 2,054 
]Ki:;.............. ...... ]06 ~I, 1;2:. 3,177 
1844.... ...... .... ...... 121 11, (lK'" 3,775 
1845 .................... 128 11,972 3,H~t'"l 

559, :J-l~ 12,371 
0.--.- _____ . ............ ........ 

442, (j,":} 10,010 
SO], -l:{lj ----------
:{till, r,;; 9,030 
;)r)i,4!'-l 11,7 .. -:0 
381,041 .... _ .. -.... _ .. 
252,910 .................... 
375,3G1 .................. 
4:37,;,(11 .................. 
6:~U I ?",~5 .................... 
4]7, J 15 ..................... 
344,1;-::) .................. 
651,370 .................. -
685, ;,:30 .................... 
352,2112 .. .................. 

!~!~:::: :::::: :::: :::::: .............................. .. 
1848.................... t~~ t~:~~~ ;':~f .. ·~2~:~~r· :::::::::: 
184[1............. ....... 278 26,123 9; 388 306; 072 ......... . 
1~0.... •..••. .......... .......... .... ........ .......... t400,000 ::::: :::: 

"~h(;" vessels were from the port of st. John, exeept in 1847, 1848, and 1849 
t Estunated from the several 8.Ceounts of the catch of that year. . 

FISHERIES OF NOVA SCOTIA. 

Th,e original. grantee ~f tha~ half fabulous, never defined country 
AcadIa, was Plerre de Gast SlE'ure de Monts, a protestant, and a (Yen: 
tleman of the bed-chamber of Henry the Fourth of France. In 1603, 
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his royal master, by letters patent, gave him the territory between the 
40th a?d 46th degrees of latitude, and in l~e following year De Monts 
came ll1 person to explore and take possessIOn of his domains. Sixteen 
yea~s bcf()~e the l~nding~ of the .pi]gri~s at ~lymouth, he winter~d llpon 
an Island I? the fIver I::5t. Cro~x, whIch, SInce the a~justment of the 
boundary lme between the Umted States and New Brunsw-ick, has 
been cc:n;;iJered withi~ the limits of )Iaine. This isl.and is claimed by 
the heIrs of the late General John Brewer, of Hobbmston. Helics of 
De Monts' s(~ourn upon it continue to be found. 

Annapolis-the Port Royal of the French-was founded before his 
return, and is the oldest settlement in Nova Scotia. The "lieutenant gen­
er~l of Acadia, and the circumjacent country," accomplished but little. 
HIS patent allowed him to "carefully search after and to distingui:-h an 
sorts of mine;; of gold and silver," and gave him the monopoly of the 
trade in furs. He seems to have confined his attention to measures to 
secure the latter; yet fish were caught, cured, and currin] to France. 
A peni1unent fishery was established at Canseau. Acadia soon passed 
from De Monts into Catholic hands, while the English grant to Sir \Yil­
liam Alexander, in 1621, embraced a large part of it. As the events 
connected with our su bject at this time a ppear in the account of the 
French fisheries, there is nothing to demand our attention until after Nova 
Scotia \\';1C; permanently annexed to the British crown, by the trt'aty of 
Utrecht, in 1713. 

Dowll to Ihe period of our Revolution, Nova Scotia was hnrdl:y known 
except f(H' its fishcric". The resident English population was :'0 small 
in 1719, thnt Pbillips, the military governor, was compelled to sl,ject 
the conncil reqLlired by his instructions from his garri8on. Thirty-six 
years ldter, the whole number of inhabitants was estimated at only 
fJ,OOO. In] 760, the township of Liverpool was settled hy 1>1'r5011:3 from 
l\fassachu:,ctts, who designed to prosecule the salmon fishery, and "ho, 
successful in their labors, caught a thousand barreb in a Sf';IC;OTl. They 
were f()llowed in 1763 by about one hundred and sixty families from 
Cape Cod, \\"110 selected the spot called Barring1on, tran,-pmted thither 
tlH'ir stl )ck and fishing vessels, and founded one of the rno;:t considerable 
fishing tnwllS at present in the colony. The whole value oftbe imports 
at this period \\';;lS less than five thousand dollars. In truth, the Hnu~e 
of Assembly asserted in 1775, that the amount of money in ;\ova Scotia 
was £1,200, (or $4,800) of which one-fifth was in the hancls of farmers. 
Such was the general condition. 

The settlement of Halifax, the capital, requires a more particular 
notice. Thomas Coram, a famous prc!iector of the time, whose name 
occurs often in the history of Maine, engaged in a !3cheme to commence 
a town 011 the site olthis city as early as the year 1718, and his peti­
tion for a grant of land received a favorable report from the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations; hut the agents of Massachusetts opposed his 
plans, because they interfered with the freedom of the fisheries, and he 
was compdlL'd to abandon his purpose.· 

* It is 8nid, in Burke's Commoners of England, that Ml\ior 'Villiam Markham, (of th~ 
family of MarkhlllIl of Becca Hall.) who was born in 1686, built tho first house in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 
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At the restoration of Cape Breton, in 1748, the founding of a capital 

for Nova Scotia was undertaken as a government measure .. "As a sub­
stitute" [c)r Louisbourg restored to France, said '\Ir. Hartley .m the ~ou.se 
of Commons, "you settled Halifax for a place el' a.rmes, ~('a vmg the hmI~s 
of the prO\- ince as a matter of contest with France, which COUld. not fail 
to pro\'(" ns it did, theclUse of another Wilr. Had you kept LOUlsbourg, 
ino;te;' d of s('ttling· Halifax, the Americm~ s~. caul? not say, at least, th~t 
there would not have been that pretext tor Imputmg the hLte war to ~heIr 
account." The new city was named in honor of the Earl of Hahfax, 
the president of the Lords of Trade and Plantations. t " The site," 
says Haliburton, "about mid-way between Cape C~nseau and Cape 
~;)I)Je, \\';,,, prdi'frecl to 8everal others, ,vhere the sOlI. was better, lor 
the s;lke of pstablishing in its ]l('iphborhood an extensIve cod-fishery, 
anll forti(ying one (If the h('st harbors in America." Thus, Halilax was 
de~i,Qrl<'c1 as ~ fishing capital, and" as a substitute for Louisbourg;." Lib­
eral!2r.mts of land werE' made to officcrs and men \Y!IO \ycre disrnissed 
from' the bnd and n:l\::,l :'Oervi,'!' at the close of the 'Y<Jr, and Edward 
Cornwallis W;IS ;'ppointed military ,C'nvernor. Horatio (~;,tt"-;, then an 
otliccr in the British ;mny, and 8ul,s('<]I1('ntly tbe yictur at ~"ratoga, 
was ;lIl1ollg the fir"t wli'l land(·d at Halibx, in 174/1. 

The pn~iect ioyo[\,('d the guwrnmcnt in serious difficulties, and the 
expenditure of ('11< )rJIHIL1S sums uf money. 

The :1l1l()Unt first appropriated wa,.: .t'40,OOO. In a few years the cost 
to tilC nation was nearly two millions of dollars! The tislllTies were 
lH'p-l,'cft'd, ;mu the (,O[;llIi~ts, unahle to ,.:upport them":t,lv('s, petitioned 
Parliamcnt t()r a(lclitional relief~ even after so large an amount of money 
had h"I'1I di"bursed {()r their benefit. 

Omitlillg- dd:lil", WI' may ":l;,k that five millions of dollars of public 
money \\'('1"(' ('xpclldcd finally in the colonization of ~ov;, Sl'olia, accord­
ing to tl1r' pL1l1 (kvi"ed 11.'1 the Hn:)rd of Trade ,lil(l Plantations. 

A lell'T is prt',":(Tved in the Collr'ctions of the l\fass;1chusetts Histori­
cal ~')I'il't~·, fn.m a rcsi,k,tlt of H"litilx to the Hc\,. Dr. Stiles, which 
may ;rfflHrI rr partial ('xpl:mation to this ,.:tate of things. It is dated in 
1760. ,. \Vc h:tvc," says the writn, "/lji/cards of one itili/i/red licensed 
"'.OIlSI'S, 111I'l perhaps os mllll!} more lc1lich n'tail sl,iriuwlls liquors without" 
heel/se; so chat the ~IISIIICSS if one half the town is to sell rUin, f/ I/(Z 0/ the 
atlter half to drill"- it. ~'()I~ }//llIj,jrol/l tltis single circlImstllllcc,jllllge?/ our 
1Iwm.'s, and naturally. mfer that we are not enthusiasts in religion." 
Aga~n: "B(:'t\\'('('Il thIS and Cape ~allle are many fine harhors, com­
modiously sl~uatccl for the cod-fishery; and the rivers furnish great 
ahunci:tw'(' of salmon." ~ * • * "The fleets and armic's which 
have been here during the war have enriched this town, but have given 
a mort~l blow II) industry:" and, h~ add,::, "w.e haxe but fl'w people 
of genms among us; and not one discovers a thlrst after kIlUII11r/,,'c either 
USlfut or speculative." U , 

Halifax became a place of note in the war of the Revolution, and as 

~ This "pe('eh was in 1775. 
t 1.loraC'(' Wltip,ole wrote to ~ir Hora?~ Mllnn, in 1749: "Hlllf our thoughts Ilre taken up­

th~t tR, ~()rd Hultfax's ar('.-wt~h, coJ,onlzmg Nuva Scotia; my friend, Culonel Cornwallis,ii 
gOlllg thtll ... r cOJlllIlundef-lIl-c!trc!. The Methodists will scarce follow him as they did 0,,1e' 
thurpe" tu Georgia. ' " 
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the great naval station of the British government. At the peace of 
1783, Nuva Scotia became the home of many thousands of American 
loyalists, who, under the policy adopted by the winners in the strife, 
were compelled to abaadon their native land. Many of them were 
persons of elevated moral qualities, of high positions in society, and of 
great spirit Hnd enterprise; several were natives of l\Ia~s:1chusett~, and 
graduates of Harvard University. Others had held prominent rank in 
New York and New Jersey. From this period, we may date a chan!::,e 
in the morals of the colony, and note a partial attention to th~ fisheries. 

Omitting the few fragmentary accounts that are to be found scattered 
through the records which I have examined, we come at once to con­
sider this branch of industry as it exists in our own time. Anel, sin~u­
lar to remark, attention to the fisheries is still partial. No American 
visits Nova Scotia without being amazed at the apathy which pre,"ails 
among the people, and without "calculating" the ad vantages which 
they enjoy, but will not improve. Almost every sheet of water "W;lrms 
with cod, pollock, salmon, mackerel, herring, and alewives; while the 
shores abound in rocks and other places suitable frJr drying, and in the 
materials required for "flakes and stages." The coasts are cwry­
where indented with harbors, rivers, coves, and bays, .vhich haw a 
ready communication with the waters of the interior; scarcpjy ;IllY part 
of which-such is the curious freak of nature-is more than thirty 
miles distllllt from navigation. The proximity of the fishing ,;-ronnds 
to the land, and to the homes of the fishenncn,-the use that can be 
mnde of seines and nets in the mackerel fishery,-the saving of capital 
in building, equipping, and manning vessels,-the t'as(~ and s,dl,ty \Y hieb 
attend every operation, combine to render Nova :::\cotia the most nluil­
ble part of Britisb America, <lnd probably of the world, for catclling, 
curing, and shippin,rr the productions of the sea. 

Y d the colonists 100k on and complain of us. They will neither fi:,;h 
themselves nor allow us to do so. In the word" ctt' a late officia 1 report 
on the "Fisheries of Nova Scotia," "From se \"en to eight hundred 
[American] Vl'ssels are said annually to pass throu!!b the Gut of Canso, 
which usually return home with large cargoes taken at our '"ery doors. 
There is always a great deal said abollt their encroachments, al/d we are apt 
to blame tltcm that ollr fisheries arc not marc producticc tlwlt they arc, and, 
instcad of engaging all owr energics to compete with them, ICC are cmploying a 
host q{ rcvenuc cutters, ~'c., to dTi I'C them ji-mn 01lr shores. Eyerybody must 
see that the Americans are placed under many disadvantages for prose­
cuting the fisheries in British waters, and that if proper enterprise 1I.:ere 
e1~ploycd, our aJrallta,creolls position wOllld enable 1(8 1Iot endy to compete lcith 
tltem successfully, but ;:"'sp to drive tlwn from all r shores by Iln,dcrseUillg them 
in their olen markets. But we find that they almost entIrely monopo­
lize our deep-sea fishery, while U'e look idl!J on alld grumble at their suc­
cess." This covers the whole ground; and coming, as it does, from the 
pen of a colonial official, is conclusiye. 

J ud O'e Haliburton, in his efforts to rouse his fellow-colonists from their 
lethargy, adopting as his motto, that 

II The choolful aago, when solemn dictatos fail, 
CUllcelllstho mOI'1l1 counsel in a tllle," 
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utters similar sentiments. His renowned hero, "Sam Slick," the Yan~ 
kee clockmaker, in the course of his "sayings," thus speaks ?f t~e 
people of Nova 8('oti~j, and of their adv~ntages: "They do .nothmg m 
these parts," s<J)'s S<Jm, "but cat, drmk, smo.ke, sleep, nde about, 
lounge at ta\,iTflS. '. 'II< ~ They. are a most ~dle set. of. folks, I tell 
you. ". ,~ ". They arc In the mIdst of fishenes, sqUlre, all so~s of 
f1;;]wri('s, ton, lliver fisheries of shac1, salmon, gasperause and hernng; 
shore fi~hery of mackerel and cod; bank fishery, and :r.ab~ad?re fish­
ery. ah dear! it beats all; and they cIon't do nothm WIth em, but 
leave 'em to Il~. * ". >II< I neyer seed nor heerd tell of a country 
that had so many n<Jtural privileges as this. Why, there are twice as 
many harh 11':" and water-po\vers as we have aU the way from Eastport 
to N~'\V Orl,,;ill';. They have all th(')' can ax, and more than they de­
san'c. * 'II< ". You've beeI'd tell of a man who couldn't see London 
for the house;;; I tdl VI tll, if we had this country you couldn't see the 
harbor;:; f(tr the ~hippillg." . . 

The cod-fisl1l'lV of the shores differs so lIttle from the shore fishenes 
at Newf(lIll1(llal1lt', 8t. Pierre, and :.\Ii'luelon, already spoken of, that we 
shall not hert' gin' an account of it. The vessel fishery, both on the 
cnast;; of :\ltV;i \',·()ria nna at Labradore,* is also so nearly like our own, 
that a clc'cril'rion of it may be omittt'd to avoid repetition. 

The lli'rrill~ h:;hery will detain us but a moment. The export of 
smoked-herring h;,s declined vcry much. Towards the close of the 
last cCIltury the qU;'llltity shipped was from DO,OOO to 60,000 boxes 
anl1lwl1y. In HlilIl' y,'ars, too, previous to lS19, the export \,::1S even 
more, ;,wl froll' ,-':O,OUU to 100,000 boxes. At present the average is 
Ie:';:; th;m lw 1f the quantity of either period. The natural advantages 
poss('s",,'d hy tlll' ('()lonists of the shores of "Annapolis l.;!sin" are 
llI1eljllalk,l in du' \\hole world. Digby and Clements should be the 

* A Halif"x pDI,,'r, in the spring of lR~)2, indulged in the following course of remark: "'Va 
learn that u() 1"8~ than twenty·five Yessels clenrl'llllt this port for the Lllbmdor fishery on Sat­
uraay last. \r,' hil'<''' h""11 much gratified \\ith the imp1'ovect appearance of the scllOoners 
c.ompri,iJl~ om iisiling 11,'d. this Beason. The clttss of N()va ScotilLllwn at present engaged in 
the fblll,ri .. " would un """,lit to allY ~()UIlt\'y in the \l'IIrM, our enterprbill~ aml energetic neigh. 
bors, the A')J('t'j"an", not l'X('''pt",\. Where allarl' ']"H"lTi,,!.! of pruisl', it would appear almnst 
iuviwous to l'''l'ticularize; but we must lIOt omit to ehroniele a Vl'ry superior craft which we 
~b'~erve \"'('\\\ ing her "lI·)'ly of salt alongside the brig' \Y dlingttln,' at Oxley'S wharf, called 
the' (""'1111 I,\'"w',' Tlli, tille \')"HHI'I waR \"('!"'lltly launche,t at Luuenburg by a Mr. Young, 
/llld was built ,'xl'''''Rsly for the fishing bu~in()ss. ~h(1 nppea1's to bave beell most carefully 
constrtll'[e,\, !lntl hu outlit is after the most appro,ed fashion. There is a reasonable probn. 
bility of tIJi" ,,,p,( illlportllnt branch of pro'l'inciul industry proving eminently successful dnring 
the 1'I"'HI'Ht Sl'flHIJH; awl We can only hope that tho desidemtum mny be renlized to its fullest 
('Xb'llt, Our li,;JIiIl~ fl'ieu,ls callHot be too careful in ('uring their catch, The markets for 
their valualll" prlHltwts are extentling on ('\'''1')' Land, It is essentinl that the charat',ter of this, 
Olh staple Ill'tid" of ".\[lort, Hhould be estahlishetl beynnd the shadow of a doubt, Due atten 
tion to lhi" Illlltter will repay our fishermen a huud1'ecl fold for any extra time, labor, or 
llttcntion I)(Klll1l1'(\ "II ti", making of their fi~h. Let all interested lonk to this all·importnnt 
llllttter, and a rich tHln"'Kt may be reaped in the future, It is satisfactory to know that the 
parlies wlw haw tlii., >,paHon fitll,a ont for the fitiheril'R nre, many of them, hnth forehanded 
!lllti intelligent <llluiilielltions imlisp(lllsahle iu the successful prosecution of this valuable branch 
of ind ustr.\'." 

III August,,] H;,~, it was again snid that, "W· e lire ena~led to record the grati(ying intelli. 
gone", that "t, tWI'dty-seven v .. ::.sels fitted out from ports In Lunenburg couut)" for tho Lahra. 
dol', tWI'ut,l-RL,{ lliLl'(1 r!1turned well fished-oIl I' vessel brillging" home the handsome tilre of 
] ,100 Illlint.:ls: ThiH a.lmost unprecedented Sli('(',IHR is perhaps, in a g-rl'at measur(\, nttributa. 
ble to the n:;;]allGn of I It" revenue cutters statiuutld on the coast by the Canadian "overnment 
1 or the protcdion of the fi6Iwl'ica," " 
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seat of the most extensive herring fishery in America. This fish, well 
smoked and of approved color, is a great luxury for the forenoon lunch 
and for the tea-table; and the time has been when a herrin a-box branded 
"Digby( or with the na~e of a we~-kn~:nvn cure~ the~e, passed as 
current III our markets, WIthout exammatlOn, as com received at the 
mint. This is high but deserved praise. The whole quantity smoked 
in 1850 was but 2,000 boxes. The scenery in the vicinity of the" basin" 
is truly beautiful; and the "basin" itself is one of the sa f(·"t shelters 
for boats and vessels required for the fishery that is to be found in 
America. 

The mackerel fishery is in favor, and, compared with the cod and 
herring fisheries, receives commendable attention. The present state 
0[' this branch of industry is to be attributed to the recent change in 
our tariff of duties imposed on foreign-caught fish, D nel to the facilities 
afforded by our warehouse system. This change, it llardly need be 
said applies to dried and smoked fish as well as to pickled; ancl, were 
the causes just assigned the true ones, it might be conclu( led h.\- those 
who are not acquainted with the colonial cbaractcr, that increD:,ed ex­
ertions would be witnessed on all the fishing grounds. Explanation is 
easy. The mackerel fishery is tlUJ I/llst laboriol/~ alld the m".~f prr1itab!e. 

I know sometbing of the energy and skill of our ii.-bermcn, ancI 
appreciate them highly; hut I ted quite cCTtain that untIer a "yst(:'m of 
ad valorem duties their competitors in Nova Scotia ;md else\yhcre in 
British America will, ere long, supphmt them in our o\\"n markels. As 
has bcen already remarked, the (:olonists may take e\Try kind of fish, 
in Dny desirable qua,ntities, at their YL~ry homes, and \yith'JUt tllf' expense 
of large vessels or extensive outfits; while the pursuit in the more dis­
tant haunts of cod and mackerel is attended with lc"s c( 1St than hom 
the po!"ts of l\fnssncJlUsetts and l\Iaine-f()r the rl';lo'OlJ that the labor, 
timlllT, iron, cordage, and can\'ass, lWl'(,"S~lry tIll· the Clill-trllctillll and 
equipment of vessels, and the salt, hooks and lines, fur their ulltfit", are 
much che:tper. These advantages ,,,ill be acknO\deJ,!!l'tl <It once, and 
unless the observation of many years has led me astray, they are too 
great to allow of the present rl:duced scale of impost. 

Severely as the late change of policy with regard to the admission 
of f;In·ign lish has been felt by all branches of uur fisheries, tilt' mack­
erel catchers have suffi~red the' most. They still pursue the employment 
in the hope of the restoration of specifi.c duties, and because their local 
position and other circumstances hayc not, as yet, allowetl them to 
ndopt any other. As was said by Fisher Ames, soon after tbe organiza­
tion of the present national gllvernment, when appealing tllr protection 
to our fishermen, "they are too poor to stay-too poor to remoye." 

It is even so. During certain months of the ycar our yessels seek the 
mackeI'd in the waters of Nova Scotia ancI other British posscs,;ions; 
but a" OUl" treaty with Great Britain requires them to keep three miles 
fi'om the land, the fishery in the narrow straits, by the means of net" and 
seines, is in colonial hands exclusively. The quantities of fish which the 
colonists sometimes tal<e in nets and seines are immense. It is not long 
since forty thousand barrels were caught in three harbors of l"ova Scotia 
in a single St';]son. This 'lu{11ltity is more tlwn aile-tenth of the whole oltr:inid 
by all the vessels of .1l1assaclwsetts i/~ the most prosperous year. Yet these 

6 



66 
three harbors can be entered in sailing a'distance of t we]ve miles. The 
owners of AII1l'rican vessels often lose the use of their property, and th8 
expenses of outfits besides. The proprietors of estates in the colonies 
where mackerel seines are used, receive, on the other hand, hundreds of 
b:m·d" of the fish caught in the waters appurtenant thereto for the rent 
of these watu-", and the privilege of dressing, salting, and packing on 
the "h( lres. To secure two, four, six, and even eight hundred barrels 
at a time, it is only necessary to set a seine, to tend it, and, at the pro­
pET moment, to draw it to the shore. Competition without protection, 
when such r<'\\":Irc18 ;1" tlwsc await the colonial fishermen and land 
owners, who expend nothing whatever for vessels, and whose whole 
outby involves little bcyonc1 the cost and wear of seines and the loss 
of time for short periods in a season, is, I think, impossible. The lot 
of those of our countrymen who live by the use of the hook and line 
is lIard enough at be"t. The b:lttles which they have f()ught, and 
which, in the course of ('n~nt", they may be required to fight, ought to 
prCH'nt their utter ruin. The topic will be n'"uI[wd ds('\vitere. 

l\bcbn'~;or, in his" Progl-ess of America," published in IS±?, thus 
sped;;s uf occurrences at Crow Harbor and Fox IstInll, two of the 
favorite n's{)r1.~ of mackerel in Nova S('otia. "These places," he rc­
marks, "wltil(, the fi"lling Sf';IS(lll l:!,;b, are gcncrallv the SeTtle'S of the 
most lawless di,;()["( IlT alld lie'( 'I Iti( 1I1"1ll'''.~, ol'l';I,;i()lw(i ],\' the violence of 
the fishermen ('''IIlt'lldillg for tll<' ])(',;t p];[("(',; to haul the St,jIlt'S ashore; 
th.(' pill:lc;iIlg "ftll<' ti~IJ; the ,,('llin,~ ;md drillking of rum ; the sllluggling 
(l[ g')( HI" boy t!lC ':\1]]( 'J:JC;)J]:~; and otten from the mere spirit of spoliation 
;llld lIl:,;dlWt. A "Illp-()i-war has been occasionally sent round fl.-om 
Halibx: to prc:'l'l"Vl' some ,,()rt of onl('r ;lll1c lllg the ~lultitudes of men, 
buats, and :)ch()()ut:l"s that rl':'()rt to tllC'~l' h;ubors," &e., &c. 



Statistic8 of the Nora Scotia cod, mackerel, and herring fisheries-mackerel aportcd includedzl'itlz pickled fish e:rp01ted 1l1ltil1846. 

i ---I -----.-I---i------,--i ----.----.---,------r
l
---

and shallops. I dry fish. : pickled fish. smoked fish. of mackerel. oil. 

Yean. 

Employed. Exportll. 

No. vessels I No. of boat e., No. of men. I Quintals of ' Barrels of Boxes of Barrels Barrels of Value. 

------ - I .--. . 
1788 .......................... •••••· ...... 1 .......... ·· ............ 1, ............ 1............ "50,000 .................................. .. 
1805,1806.1807 .................................................... j' fH,Hll i 43,299 10.410 .................................. .. 
1815. 1816. 1817 .......................... "I" ........ ,. ............ 152.698 I 40,4'20 65.675 ................................... . 

~~ :::: ::~::::::::::::: :::::: :::: :::: :::: ~~:::::~:~:: ::::::::::~~I· .. i74;oi7 .. 1 .... 42;22;) ..... ~~~'.~~~ .. :::::~::~::: :::::::~:::: :::::~::~~:: 
~~~i ::::::::::::: ~ :::::: :::::: ....... ~~~ .. 1 ....... ~~ .. :::::::::::: ... ~~~: ~~~ .. ! .... ~~: ~~~ ....... ~: ~~ ~ .. :::::::::::: ..... ~: ~~~ ...... ~~~~'. ~~~ 
1836 ...................................... 1 ........................ '. 262.245 i 47,~)17 ............ ............ ............ 74[),232 
1837 ....................... \ .............. ,............ ............ 427.140 61,80:~ ............ ............ ............ 727,844 
1838 .......................... ............ ............ ............ 434.309 H4,fi;)5 ............................................... . 
1840 .... ................ ...... ............ ............ ............ 327,11:26 73,7t'" 27,755.... .... .... 9,544 ........... . 
1843 .•.• .... ...... ...... ...... :240 3,400 10,000 ............. " ........................................................ .. 
1844 ............................................................... , ............ ' .......................................................... .. 
1845 .............................................................. ! 302, :)~o 1 [14,lffO :25,522 4!l,552 ....................... . 
Itl46 ...................................... I ........................ ~i4,;,4!) 5'2,71" 1\1,:271 tll,\)P5 ....................... . 
1847.......................... ............ ............ ............ :1I·1.~151 35,lili4 19, [):29 Itl7,OHi 7,090 .......... .. 
1848 .............................................................. i 271,4i5 3:2, f,H 34,157 Hii,028 ....................... . 
1849 .......................... ............ ............ ............. 241,411 [,[', [,70 Hi, H80 133,2LO ...................... .. 
1850 .................................................. I ............ I tl!ll,tlO:2 4i,it'G t3,'?34 .................................. .. 
Itl51.......................... tl12' 5,Wl! 1lI,:1~14 HJG,·13·1 lli3,7V5 1[,,4U9 100,047 .•..•....... 941,896 

1 

• Estimated. t From HaliftL"L 

The number of nets and seine8 in 1851, by the official return, from which the statistic3 of that year fire derived, WIIS 30.154. The population of Nova Scotia in 
1851 was 266,117. 

0':1 .... 
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FISHERIES OF THE ISLAND OF CAPE BRETON. 

The extraordinary value placed upon this island by the French, and 
by the people of New En~la.n,d, as well.as the exrenditu!es and exer­
tions of both-the one to fortliy and retam possesslOn o~ It, the other to 
('npture it-have been considered in the first part of t.hIS reeort. We 
may here, without repeating anything there stated, [.';lve a VIew of the 
whole subject by an extract fi-om the" proposals" of Robert Auchmuty, 
of Boston, to the British ministry while in London, in 1744, the year 
previuus to th~ l'xpcditioll against Louisbourg .'m.der ~epperell. 

Auchmuty, It wlll be remembered, \vas a dlstmgUlshecl la,\'yer and 
judge of the "ice admiralty court for Mass;lchusetts and Xew Hamp­
shire. The communication in question is headed" The Importance of 
C;IPC Breton to the British ::\"ation," and comnwnccs with the following 
rell1lrkable tlcdaration: " This island, situated between Newfoundland 
and ;\f)\'a ~c()lia, the English exchanged ,,"ith the French for Placentia 
in tbe tre;lt)' of Utrecht; and during the late peace between the two 
n;11 ions tIll' French, by the adY;llIt;lge of the place, carried on an un­
bounded jisher,), III/III/ully crnplo,){,g at least a tluJl/silnd sail, from tu'O hun­
drl'lf /1) Jilll'r Ii /li/dred tons, a 11£1 I wCllty thousand men. In the year 1730, 
ther!' /I'IIS II ell/nTlIlation lIlWlc Ii /wenty-II('/) l!lllulred thousand quintals of 
lish at J!IIJ"scillcs, only fJT il 1711111,'1/; and commllllibus allllis* they ellre above 
JIll!' millions of Ifllinta/s. II, I\\" don!2,cj"()u,,; n nursery of seamen this island, 
t1li't-ct;Jre, h;I"; be"I1, and ('\,cr \yill he, \\"bile in th"ir p()ssession, is too 
ohvi'lll-; to a British constitution; ond it is as demonstrable the recovery 
1)1';1 pLH'c ofthi" (,()Il';('(lllt'IlC,' \yill entirely break up their fishery, and 
destroy this formid;lbk' scmin;lrY of "l'amen; for if tl](')' are happily 
fl'IIlO"l;'d li( Ilil this advantage()l1'; ,.;Iwlter, no protection is left for them 
on the fishitl,Ci ground nearer than ()ld Frallc('." Such are the exagge­
rated statl'IllL'llts and conclusiolls of one of the most intelligent men of 
N('w Ellgland of th,' last century. He, of course, did but embody and 
repeat to the ministry the opinions expressed in Boston before his de­
partun' f{)r England, and bis declarations are aecordincrly to be con­
siil(Te,l as tlj()';C commOll ;It t1w time. The number of quinW]s of fish 
(:aught and of v,'sse Is emplnYl'd at Cape Breton in 1744, which I have 
plav'd i,~ the table of ,,(at i,;tics: tbough much .less than Auchmuty's 
l:omputatlOI1S, ond, t~lOugh ;\Uthonzed by authentIC documents, and par­
t Icul?-rly by an offiCIal report of a spccial agent of Govemor Shirley, I 
':UII';Ilkr too large. 

That, however, tlw French fishery was extensive at this island, can­
not be doubted. But whatever ollowance should be made in the esti­
mates and figures of exasperated rivals, enough remains certain to show 
that there has been a gTeat d.eclin~ in thi~, branch of industry since 
Cape Breton bec;llllc a possesslOn ot the Bntlsh crown. 

Louisb~urg, the o.nce ,famous f~rtrcss, is now a heap of ruins. Even 
thB I~lL1tenals of wIuch It ,vas b~tlt have been carried away, to a very 
conflldernble extent, to be used III the erection of structures hundreds 
of miles dist:mt. It is almost desolate. Those who visit it-with the 
aid of the imagination-hesitate to believe that armies and fleets once 

* Ono year with another. 
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fou~ht with ~esperate valor to retain and to win it; that the deep silence 
whIch p~eva~ls was ever broken by cro~ds of busy people; that ships 
laden WIth nch cargoes ever anchored III waters which even fishermen 
of our day seldom enter, except for shelter; that around them were 
lofty and, as was thought, impregnable walls, and nunneries, palaces, 
terraces, and gardens. 

The English history of Cape Breton, as connected with our subject 
is brief. ' 

Separated from Nova Scotia by a narrow strait only, it was annexed 
to that colony, soon after its final cession, at the peace of 17G3; but in 
1784 was created a province, and allowed corresponding rights until 
1820, when it was re-annexed to the government of Nova Scotia. The 
population in 1839 was about 35,000, and in lS48 nearly 50,000. 

Great as were the expectations of the conquerors, its fisheries have 
never been of account since the conquest. The statistics indil":lte no 
increase, but, on the contrary, a considerable decline. The exports, at 
the present time, are less than in 1828. In fact, Cape Breton is the 
poorest part of British America. 

As latc as 1840, a gentleman officially connected with its fisheries 
gave a most lamentilble description of tbe poverty of those \vho de­
pended upon them for subsistence. Hen"ing stated that, \,"hile in pos­
session of the French, the exports were of the immf'll;:f' value of 
.£927,577 sterling, that 5G4 sbips and 27,000 men were employed, and 
that the whole produce now was only 80,000 quintals, and .50 tuns of 
oil, he proceeds as follows: "Thc fisherman j,; supplif'd at such ex­
tremely high prices, that, after IJis season's work is oYcr, what he has 
caught frequently docs not muount to the cost of his outfits: thus he 
returns to his fiunily with a poor prospect of providing fiJr their winter's 
supply." "I have seen £unilies," he cuntinues, "covcred with Sl"urVY, 
applying for medicine, and although they obtained it, were informed by 
the doctor that it was fi'esh and wholesome provision they wanted most; 
at which time one of the parties admitted that bis stock \vas reduced 
to some herrings and a few potatoes." "In like manner," he adds, 
"when the militia muster took place, I knew of some who eame seven 
miles, and who, \vithout money to purchase food, returned home fast 
ing." 

Had the cases related by this functionary been such as exist in every 
community, they would not have been thus mentioned. It is not to be 
presumed, however, that while so great destitution is prevalent, it is 
general among the fishermen of Cape Breton. Yet tales of their 
wretchedness and poverty are common. Masters of our fishing ves­
sels, who visit the e6ast, have told me repeatedly that in the spring 
they were beset by persons who offered to barter away almost their 
bst article of value, and even begged for food. To make everyallow­
alice, wc m.ay still fairly conclude that those who earn their bread in 
{i,bing boats and shallops, as a body, enjoy few comforts, and often 
sufier for the absolute necessaries of life. 

'1'h(' seas of Cape Breton, neglected, shunned even, as if a curse 
rested upon them, and as if the spirits of the slain of a by-gone genera­
tion hovered over thl'm, are as rich as they ever were; and as safe, too, 
fur the employment of capital, skill, and labor, as when the ~uccessful 
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adventures of the Catholic French roused all Puritan New England in 
a crusade to possess them. vVere these seas ours, we should soon 
prove the truth of this remark. Could the descendants of those who 
first won Louishourg for its present nominal owners, settle amid its 
ruins, the few fishers' huts that serve to mark its site would disappear, 
and a thrifty, well-built town take their place. The harbor is one of 
the best on the eastern coast, and the situation such as to render access 
to the fishing grounds in the waters of the St. Lawrence easy. In a 
word, distant, lone, and dreary as is the ancient fishing capital of 
France, enterprise and industry are alone wanting to restore it, in some 
measure at least, to importance :lnrl prosperity. 



Statistics of thefishe1'ics of th~ Island of Gllpe Breton. 

PRODUCED. EMPLOYED. EXPORTS. 

Years. I Dried fish. I Pickled I seal.skins·1 Oi~s, all I Value. I Boats and I Vessels. I Dried fish. I 
fish. kinds shallop". 

Pickled I Seal.skins·1 Value of I Tot.al value 
fish. oils. of exports. 

Quintals • I Barrels I No. Tuns. I Dollars .. 1--;::- No. I Quintals. I Barrels. No. I Dollars. I Dollars. 

1744 ••••..••••. 1 1, 441, 500 I .......... 1. . . . . . .... . ......... 1 .......... 1 ....... , .. 1 564 I .......... r •••••••••• r •••••••••• r •••••••••• , •••••••••• 

1828 .......... . 690 41,320 

:::~~~::::~~:: ..... ~~~~~~. '·'~~:~~~'I· .. ~~:~~~·r ...... ~~~ ... ~~~:~~~ ..... ~:~~~ ....... ~~~ .... ~~:~~~. 
! 

18,140 

8,006 820 93,635 

1:3-1"'.......... 39,336 36,9iJ7 2,200 f,·\:l 282,17:2 .......... I,;) ......... . •• .... ............ 1 .................... I .................... , .................. .. 

1,Q,I!)· .. ·:-=~~~·~~·~·.·.~~·_~~~~J~~·~·~l .. _··~~·~-- .~._ ... ~ ...... J ....... ~-: 1:2,680 
16,117 , ........ .. 8,856 106,801 

• Of t.lieRf', 17,201) barr"l" muckel'"l in 18,/7, IUltl 11,0!)0 barrel8 ill 1848. 

" ~ 
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FISHERIES OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 

Prince Edward Ishnd is in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and is one 
hundred aud seventeen miles long. 

C;iI)l)t, in 1497, after losing sight of Newfoundland, and on the 24th 
of .Jlll]l', S,IW other land, to which, in honor of the day, he gave the 
name of St. John. The discovery was assumed to be this island, and 
it bore the !l:nne of 8t. John for a long period. The French, claiming 
that \'err;lzani was the first discoverer, granted it-in 1663-to the 
:-;if'lll" Doubktt, a ('" ptain in the navy, to be held by him in vassalage 
of the roy:II company of }Iiscou. The Sieur's associates ,,,,ere t\,:o 
companies of fishing adventurers from St. Maloes and elsewhere III 

France, wj]( ''';(' settlements upon the island were confined to places on 
the coast suited to their pursuits. 

The French from NU\',L ~eotia and Cripe Breton (,migrated thither 
until the QU\Cernment, to prevent the depopularion of Louisbourg, pro­
hibited fishing e.xCl'U( in certain harbors. 

In 17.-''' tilt' isle ~t, John surrendered to the British; and at the 
pC~ICC of 170;3, W:lS pcrm:mently annexed to the C("()\Yl1 of Great Britain. 
The population W;l" ;i1XlUt 6,000. 1'111')'(' were several thou:-;;ll1d "bbck 
cLlttk" ,'\\'Iwd l,v tlw inlJ:llJit:IIl('; at this time; and the cultivation of 
the ,;oil wa" "I) eitensive that it \viiS c;llled the" granary of CamHla." 
Among tIl(' proprietor,; ofhmcl ill 177.') ,va" GClwr:d Charles Lee, who 
owned a t1',1ct of (I'll thou"al1l1 acres, on which he had c"pended about 
five tl!llusalJll dulla r,;. . \" 11(' had be'( '11 an Illfict'f in the British army J 

and h:1I1 serv"d in America, it may be presumed that this estate was a 
(Trant from the crown. 'it-
/:J At till' pea<.:<' of 17'-;;), the isle ~t. Jo]m became the home of several 
of tIl!' "tori!'s" or loy:ili,;[,; of the It,'Yolution, anel, the followin~ yeal', 
was fiJrmecl into a culonv amI called Prince Eel ward Island. . The 
population in 1,')U{j was 1;,,;:-; than 10,000; in ISH it was upwards of 
47,UUO. 

The nortll and south (,O:I"tS arc much indented with 1);lYS and coves, 
and til\' w:lkr" 11~"l1l with fish. But as tl1(' soil is (rCI1l'r,~lIy (Yooel, and ,", b 

owned L).\' persons of skill ,Iild property, the fj,;l!('ries are much neg-
lect('cl. Variot!'; :Ittempts have been made to induce areater attention 

" , b 
to mantime purSUIts. 

In ] S4:!, it is belic\Td that a company was formed jn Endand, with 
~,capital of, ,,(~:'n;ll h~n~1red thous~ncl ~ollars, to promote t?is object. 
I be plan at tIllS assocwtlon wa,;, as IS s~lld, to purchase land for a town, 
en'ct building,;, ;I\ld send over two 1hou"and persons. Of its actual 
operations ancl su('('cs,; I have no knowll'd,~e. In 1S44 the o'overnol' 
of the colony, "in a SI)("'ch from the throne," recommended th~ orfYani-
zation of a cmnl':llly Ii >I' tbe prnsl'cution of the fishcric". b 

M:lch'rcl ar~c at times abundant., A single example will suffice: In 
1848 a? AmenC!lD scl:ooner was dlsmasted, Dnd put into GfC>orgetown 
to repmr. HavJI1g refitted, she went to sea, and returned to port with 

* General Charles Lee was a colonel in the British army, and served in America in the 
French war, He lo~t the fa"l'or of the mi~listl:r?y his <'OUr"" in the revolutionary cuntroversy. 
and entered the H,'n-I!'" uf Congress, His dislike of \V n.shington was the cause of his ruiu. 
He dicd at Philadelphia in 17~. 
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eighty barrels of fat mackel:el, after being absent only one week. The 
fish were taken, however, 111 two days, the weather interferina with 
operations eluring the remaining part ~f the time. 0 

T?e exports of Prince Edw~rd IsI~nd are not large, and often merely 
nommal; the catch of the vanous kmds of fish hardly exceedina the 
demand for domestic consumption.* 0 

During the season for fisbing our vessels frequent the coasts in fleets; 
and as many as six or seven hundred have been seen in the vicinity of 
the island in a single year. 

Captain Fair, of the royal navy, in command of her Majesty's 
ship the Champion, who was upon the station in 1839, passed the 
number here stated, and bears honorable testimony to their good con­
duct. 

The feelings of the inhabitants towards our countrymen may be 
ascertained from tbe following resolution, which is understood to 'have 
passed the House of Assembly unanimously during the session of IS5:?: 

"Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an adoress to 
her Majesty the Queen, praying that she will cause to be removed the 
r0'strictions of the treaty of 1818, prohibiting Americ,ll1 citizens from 
fishing within certain prescribed limits on the shores of the island; 
provided the American gf)Vcrnment admit urticlf's the ,!.!ffiwth or pro­
duction of this island into tbe United St,ltes duty free, in u(,('(jl"llaw'c 
with the act 12 Vic., cap. 3, including fish; also, vesscls built on this 
island to American n'gistry; and thClt tlle legislative C()UlH:il be re­
quested to join in the said address." 

FISHERIES OF THE MAGDALE:\,"E ISLA~DS. 

The Magdalene Ishll1ds fisherips are of consequence. These islnnc1.~, 
seV('!l in number, are in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and about t;)rty 
miles northwesterly of Cape Breton. They originally bclon,!!( 'd to tl;e 
Frencb, and were first granted. I suppose, in 1663, to the ~ieur Dou­
blett and his associates, as a fishing station, under the fcutbl tenure, as 
a fief of tlle royal company of Miscoll. After they became po,~ses:,jons 
of the British crown they were granted to Richard Gridky, of i\Iassa­
chusetts, who served under Pepperell at the siege of Louisbourg, who, 
in 1775, laid out the works on Bunker's Hill, and who was retained by 
Washington as chief of the engineer department of the continental 
army.t 

The Magdalene islands arc thinly inhabited, at the present time, by 
fishermen, many of whom are the lineal descendants of the Acadians, 
"who made the first penn:ment settlement in .North America, under De 
Monts, the original French grantee of Acadia, or ~ova Scotia. The 

* '1'111' mlul' of the products of thl' sea exported in 1851, was only $38,776; while of the sin 
gle agricllltllmi arti .. l .. ofpotatues, the value was $-17,:;\.)8. 

t Whl'thL'l' ('"Ionel Gridley retained the ownership of these jglands until the Revolution, and 
lost them in (,oll~l"lul'Il(,(' of the part he took in that event, is unknown to me. But the Mag­
dalenes weru II ~""'lIld time granted by the British crown, The last grantee was the lute 
Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin. who, at his decease, is understood to have bequeathed them to 
l'uptlliu John Tuwns('ucl Coffin, uf the royal navy, to be held by him and h s heirs male, in 
strict (lntai/. Captain Cutfin leased tllese islands for the t('rm of hi.s life, it is believed, in the 
'pring of ltiG~, to Benjamin Wier, of Halifax, and Juhn Fontana, a resident at the Magdalenes. 
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fishermen of Acadian descent retain to this day the dress, the customs, 
language, and religion of their ancestors. .. . 

The herring fishery at these islands at tImes IS very extensnre. The 
catch, in some seasons, has been from eighty thousand to one hundred 
thousand batrels; and as many as one hundred and fifty ve~sels from 
the United States have been seen there at once. The quality of the 
fish is, however, poor, and the curing and packing carelessly perfon;ned. 
I have seen whole cargoes that, unfit for human food, were entIrely 
worthless, except as dressing for grass lands. 

Large seines are used in the fishery, and hundreds of barr~ls are 
often taken at a sinale haul. The inhabitants welcome the arnval of 
our fishermen, and t~eat them kindly. No serious difficulties have ever 
occurred, and in no part of British America, probably, have the rela­
tions of the people of the two nations been more intimate or more har­
monious.* 

By a siuglllar arnll1gement, these islands are included in the govern­
ment of Canaoa. As communication with the capital of that colony is 
interrupted by ice and inclement wcnther nearly half of the year, and 
is generally free with Nova Sl'otia, annexation to the latter is much to 
be desired. 

Statistics if the year 1848.-Exports. 

--- --- ------- ----

Quintals of Barrels of Boxes of Number of Gallons seal Value. 
dri(',l fish. pickled fish. smoked fish. seal-skins. and cod oil. 

34,448 17,574 6,115 21,308 114,403 :8223,79& 

--- - ---"------

FISHERIES OF THE BAY OF CHALEURS. 

The Bay of Chaleurs was explored hy Jacques Cartier, in. 1534 
He gave the name it bears-the" Bny of HeaL" On its shores are 
some of the oldest settlements in North America. 

As at the Magdalene islands, many of the fishermen here are Aca­
dian French, a pe()ple whose story possesses a melancholy interest, and 
whose sutlerings at an evendill period of their history have been com­
memorated by the poet Longfellow, in "Evangeline." They continue 
to live in villages distinct from the English settlers, and within sound 
?f the chapel ~ell. The most devout and decided Catholics, they seldom 
mtermarry WIth protestants. After the services of Sunday, they as-

• Perhaps the year 1852 forms an Gxception. There was a difficulty of some sort in the 
spring, but the exact facts have not been ascertained. The Halifax Sun, in rrivinO' an account 
of the t.roubJe,. says: ': The AT?el'ic~ns, not sa.ti.sfied with infringing the provisions ~f the treaty 
by ~astlllg their nets ~lde by slde With tt~e Bntlsh rcsitients and subjects within the limits pre­
SCribed, per force of num bel'S and audaCity took possessioJll of the fish in the nets of their com­
petitors. The indignant residents ralliod in strong foree; an Ameriean vessel and crew wor& 
captured ~n wa~ of reprisal, and t.ftken into harbor. The Amerieans during the night following 
~athered III their strength, and trIUmphantly' cut the vessel out,' leaving the skipper, howover, 
III durance under lock and key." 
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sembI: For social enjoyment and ~I?usemen~. Few of them are COlTUpt 
and VICIOUS,' but most are superstitIOus and Ignorant. The women, like 
those of the ancient fishing-town, Dieppe, in France, from which their 
ance~tors came, wear calico caps or handkerchiefs tied over the head, 
short petticoats of woollen stuff striped with red, wbite, and blue, and 
plaited in large folds at the waist, and blue stockings; while on SUllllny, 
over a neat and clean attire, they throw upon the shoulders a small blue 
cloak, reaching about half way down the body, and fastened at the 
breast with a brass brooch. The men appear in short round ,i:1ckets, 
with straight collars and metal buttons set close to~('tlj('r, blue or ,"'ar­
let w"istcoats and blue trnwsers, and sometimes tIlt' liIJlliiCf rUII!!:!', but 
generally round hats. Individuals, however, of 1)(JLh sexes, dre,,~ difl:er­
elltly. The women, or "fish-win:s"-;IS at the fishing ports of 1\(lr­
mandy, Piceardy, and Brittany, in France-\yurk very hard, pcriorl1liIl,!.!; 
the whole labor of curing the fish, in addition to the ordin;u), dLotic:3 of 
cooking, spinning and weaving, and the c,lre of tlw children. 

The cod-fishing establishments in thi,; h'l)' ,l!', , allci('nt and extensiy(·. 
Of tho,,;t; of modern tilIJI'S, that of M"s"r.,;. Robin & Co., ji/unded in 
1768, is the hrg(',St, best o[(ler('{l, and most prn"p,'rm]:3. TIII'y han' a 
nmlll wr of fillisl 1('(1 building:;, which are convelliclltly :lrr,ll1ged, and kept 
in ('xcdlent repair. They export ;dJllUt :;0,000 quintals of cod annuall y, 
besides :1 quantity of pickled Jj"h and oil. Tl1t;ir \'I';,sds ('I JIIl(' fi'om the 
Isle of Jpr~cy in the spring, are di"manlll"l on arrival, and lie mOlJr('11 
until the close of the fishing season; tile masters and crews either tish­
itlg ill j)o:lh, or collecting the fish call.~ht hy I'('"idt'nt~, who ohtain 
tjwir suppli,'s and outfits of the firm. III tlJC autumn the \'(':;~('ls aro 
equippl'd, and depart for Europe with fulll'~lrg(ll's. 11 is s;licl that Lhe 
first IJC:IJ of the 11r111, the btt: Charii-" Hobill, ,UIlIIllg olher rult,~ fiJI' tlli' 
managcIDI'nt of the business, directed in his will that no f('m:1Ie shnulJ. 
j'( 'side aI, or h(~ employed ;It any of the fi';]ling cst;1 hlishllwnts of the 
COllCL'rn; ~md that, in accorclllIJcc therc\,-ith, thl' ,~l'ntll'men and clerks 
of the IHI':-;"ll( Jinll 111' Hohin & Co. kan' their families in .In,;('y while 
sojourning in the Ba~c uf Chal(·urs. 

The fislll'ry is carri( ,<I oil almost entirely in boats, two III 'rsons in 
c;Jcll, who rl'turn home eyery night ;Jncl land the d;IY's c'll<'h. At the 
c\o.~c of' the scasoil the resident fi~hermen ,;I'ttle '.\'ith th,' merchanLs \,-ith 
whom they deal, (';m ying to their stmehouses all the fish not previously 
collected by their agents. 

The whale ij,,\wry j" pur:3U1'll to some ('xtent in the Bay at Chaleurs 
and the a4iacent se'IS. "The '."hales caught within the Gulf of ~t, 
La\\T('III:C'," S:lyS MaegTegor, "are thOSl' c:dk-d 'hump-hack:;,' which 
yield, on an average, about three tuns of oil. Snme hay\, been t;lken 
s('vl'nty I;'('L long, which prllduced eight tons. The mode of taking 
thGm is sOml'\Vh:lt different li'olll that f()llowed by the Greenland fi~hers, 
and tlli' (; a"jll' li,~I]('rmen first acquired an acquaintance ,yith it from 
tbe I )('oph' oj' l\' ant uckd. An acti ye man, accustomed to boats ~lJld 
schooner,~, m:JY hCl,'ome fully acquainted with eyerythil1~ connected 
with this fislll'ry ill OIlC season. The ycs';l,l", best aclnpt('Ll JiJl' tbe pur­
pos!' are s( 'hnllll<,[~ of from ,;('ycnty to eighty tons burden, manned with 
a crew of eigJlt men, illdudiIl,~ till' maskr. Each "choullcr requires two 
boab, about twenty I( 'ct long, built narrow and sharp, and witb pink 
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sterns; and t\\"O hundred and twenty [,1,thoms of line are necessary in 
each boat, with spare harpoons and l:ll1ce:'. The men row towards 
the \\'hale, and when they are very near, use paddles, w ch make 
less lI()i~(' than oars. 

" 'Vhales :lrE' sometimes taken fifteen minutes after thr:v are 8truck 
with thL' harpoon. The (; :,spi' fishermen IWHT p:n in q~est of them 
until some of the small OllPS, which I'ntl~r the h;l\" :dIC)ut the beginning 
of June, appear; these swim tun bst to be easily harpooned, and are 
not, ll('sid('~, worth the troublt·. '['he hrge \\'b:']I's arc taken off the 
entrance (If (;;''''pl' h;,y, on each sidl' of the island of Anticosti, and up 
the river ~t. L:l\\Tl'Il'~C as f~lf as Bique." 

In G":'111' basin-I :,:,clTt;,in tram :JIlI/IlIer source-the whale fishery 
is one of the chief Illl',lllS of supp()rt. Yl't the number of inhabitants 
is small. Four ()r fl\t-' :,wh001lt'r8 of till' size mentioned hy l\I;J('p:rf'l:;or 
aff' empl()yed, and 1m" l:tbly t,yO hundred men. TIll' prllcluct' is about 
20,000 gill/IIIlS :mllll:d!y. The h""ill j" s:de, l'onwlIIdiollS, and easy of 
(lCiTS;;. The wh.ali's :/l"{' .takel: :It ~nd near its entrance in the sprulC;, 
and around the Island of .\ntlcostJ ,Illel on the lJ()rth shore lIf the ~t. 
L:'\\Tl'Ill"C in the SL1l11llli T. 

The tislleril's of (' :llJ:J( h, ill her t h:ln dlll"I' ut 1 1[(' ~L, U"i hlene i"lands, 
B~ly of Clwkllr", and Unlf (Of :--:1. L:lwre[J('(' !:!i'lIl'1":dly:~ :tn' tllil incon­
l'~dl'j":,],jc 1i1 require :Jttentinn. \\"IJik C:lll:1'c1:1 w:ts' a l'n""l'""ion lIf 
}< ranc(', t~e,sca" \\'('rl' 1ll',!.!lITtcd. T\\·(·nty .\'1':'1".-': :Jf"ter tlw l'O[}qlll',.;t the 
~'xp()rts ilt it"ll. \\1 'IT !'Im:d!. From Call:tda 1'1"(11" r there' bas lJl'( '11 no 
lncrea"l', as will lw ~C'('Il. 

}-;,rI'fJl"lsJi'oln ('Ilill/dll, (1'1"111'1 r.) 
j -,---

I, . I d' I I 
'lUllltU" [,1 .. ,1 '1'i,'r,"" sui· I '11101",<1' TUIls oil. 

fisil. I IliUU. salmun. 
I 

Years, 
Yalue. 
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2, '1 1 .'-) '. -. -. ' •. ' '. '. -. '.1 0 ,) 178,1........ i :.!:!1 100 I 
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17,')0. __ .. ___ ,"-;"5 1,100 i·····~.;;j· lS5 :.-- .. ----
1849 I .............. .. ._. __ ._----- .. _ ... _-_ ...... _-_ ...... _--._ .. . 

E:rportsjrOin Que/}(e, ,(;w'f'l, III:" iY,./{', Clirlis/c, )1/"(',\'1111/1'(1 to be ?l thc~r~-
I1l1u IIJ lhe hl/y oJ <- //lJ!CIII"S jls/nrics. 1 
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(~lIilltaIR dril'ui Bills. 11~':I-,"-d i - ')0' -,-,. 1--
, ..... '- I l'ldl. Hill .. 

IiHiJ, li"iJ, skius, 
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oil. 
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FISHERIES OF LABRADOR. 

, The coast of Labrador :vas,partially explored by Jacques Cartier 
10 1fj:J4. He was beset wIth Ice, and encountered many difficulties. 
Little was known of the country for a long period after the YOY3,ae of 
the French, na,:"igat?r. ~t has been said, ~o\\'eH'r, that our cod:fi;hery 
was extensIve m thIS rr;glOn, not only preylOUS to the Revolution, but in 
the early part of the last century. The statement 1 consider entirely 
erroneous. As I hay(~ examined the scattered and fiagmentary ac­
counts of Labrador, there is no proof ,vhatever that its fishingr.;Tf;unds 
were occupied by our countrymen until after we became an imkpend-
ent people. ' 

In 1761 Sir Francis Bernard, \vho was then governor of )Ias:,achu­
setts, wr()tt~abriet "Account of theco:l"tofLabraclor," which-foullll 
among some of his papers-is preservec1 in the Collections of the l\Ias­
sacllU:,etts Historical f-lociety. After some general remarks upon the 
country, and the ignorance that existed relative to the llati\" .. :" he pro­
ceeds to :':Iy that, "What follows shall be a plain narration of facts, 
as I reccivI'c1 thclll from sCH'ral perS!)II'; who ba\T l>t'r'l1 on the Esqui­
meoux COrIst, with now cmd thell a digrcs,;ion, which I hop .. may he' 
pertinent." These PITSOIlS Clppe:lr to haYI' been CClpt<lin Henry At­
kins, of Bo:,ton, who made :1 voynge to D;wis's ,~lrait,.; in the ship \Vhalc 
in 172~J, and who visited tl1(> coast a SI'COl!U time in 17:;", ;illU a Cap­
tain Prebble, who W:I" Sf'nt I,v ,\tkins in 1,,»)' The Baronet dl':,cribes 
the course of aHiurs bet\yeen ~\.I kill'; ~lOd tlw Inclialls in 17:!~ I, and adds 
that Ill' "i:, the mort' particular ill this ;II'("llnlll froll1 tIle c;'ptaill'" I)wn 
JQ()l1tl1, n:, he thinks it plainly indicate,., that the n<1ti\"(·:, on tlii:, CII:!St 
and isla lid", had never any trulk or COll1nwrl'e with rIlly I'ivilizcd pi '()­
pIe li'om Euwjll' or America; of course not ,,"itl! tIll' French from C;l1l­

ada, Ilr the Hud"on',.; Bay tllctnries." This is conclusive, c"pecialiy if it 
lw rell1Pll11Jl'rt·el tb;lt the object of ~ir Franci" \\":1" to ('ollecl Int(Jj'D!;Jtion 
" fi n' the ael \';lllLI ge of future navigators." His memory 'YrIS remark­
ilhlr\ ;1lHl he billl,,;~'if saill that he f'I~LlILl rl'j)l'ot the whole -;)f ~h:lk"pl';lre. 
or 1'1 lllrSl', this paper embran'd L'''tcrytbing that had been communicated 
tl) him. 

As late as 17Gl, then, it is not probable that fishermen of any flag 
h;Jll vi"i1l'd the ,Yalt'r,: (If Labrador. An account of the origin of our 
U\\"11 ji,.;llI'ry tllL'r(' will Ill' t(JUncl in the propn place. 

The English 'v hale and seal fisheries were the first, and employed 
upwunls of one hundred "essel, at time:', prior to the ye:lr 177 ;j. The 
earliest adventures were neLlr 17li:j; LlS at that time the Lahrador 
I 'uulltry was politiL'ally ~(,p;lrated £l'om Canacla, and allnexed to the 
.~()v('rnment of ~l'wfoun(llancl by royal proclamation, to the enel that the 
" open alld ti'ee fishery of our subjects mClY be extended." The pursuit 
of the ('od and salmon followed. ~Ieantime the JIoravians, \Yhos(~ 
prim:ip:ll :,('ttlcment is at Kain, who haH' eyer led a quiet and simple 
litL~, an(l \\' ho now Clnnually ship furs, oils, and other productions of 
that region tf) En,!"!lnnd, in payment for the manutUctured commodities 
which tlIt,y require, had founded a colony. 

The i"I;llId-; :In' ,,0 numerous ,mel so nenr each other as to resemble, 
and often to be mistaken for, the main land. Back from the coast, the 
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country i,~ still unknown. Labrador still forms a part of the ~olony of 

Newfoundland. The natives bear the general name of Esqmmeauxs. 

The resident inhabivlllts of European origil~ are Engli~h, lrish, Jersey­

men, and Canadians, who a~'e employed eIther on theIr own account, 

or as the ,..;e1'vants of others, as iluriers, scal-catchers, and cod and sal­

mon fishers. 
The fishing establishments of the English and Jersey merchants are 

extcn"j\,(: an~l well conducted. Tlll'y are engaged in the coel and sal­

mon fisherit's, and in the takillg of ,';(,;do:. In the year 1t:;31, the value 

of their shipments to Europe ,\YZIS upw;Il'ds of $200,000. The numb~r 

of these COllllI1ercial hou;.;"s if; from ten to twcln', '\vho manage theIr 

hll,:,il)(':'S at Newfoumlland, either by the temporary presence of junior 

partners or ckrks, or lly rc"idcllt agents. 

The people of .l\nvj;mndlaml, a\'('rrill~ that the French and Ameri­

cans h;1\'(' llriven them from their own" h;1nk fisllf'rY," r(':,ort tu Labra­

dor. 'l'!li'~' employ two or three lmndrecl Vl'.~s('ls. - A part make two 

voyages in a season. The first fiue is commonl~" cured on the coast; 

but the second is catTier! home without dn'ilJC'. ~()1I1f' (Jfthc merchants 

of .:\'ewfound1:mcl ship both cod and S;dll'jllll din'ctl\" to CI,rrt';.;p"llClents 

in Ellr()jl('; while others order their captaills to return to the i"bllli and 

unlade their fish and oil at tjJ<'ir ()wn w;lrdlou,~C~. 

The CallaJirm Ji,.dwril's arc sm;lll. 'fhl'\" send eight or ten Yl':"SelS 

to the c()a~t, with (,jghty (l[ OIlt' hunllred mell. '1'111\' fish f\,r cod and 

salmon. 'l'1ll'y e;lrry a part of what tIll')' catch tu (~lli_'lll'l', and send 

a part to Emopc. -

The cojolli,q" of :\( I\':1 t-'(,I)li:l :md ;,-\, '\\' Brunswick adventure at Lab­

r,Hlnr tu a <,()tlsid:'faldl' extent; hut thC'~' elo not pursue the busillt-'ss as 

rq_;ul:Jrl~' ;Ind wIth <IS much "y>'tl.:ll1 as ilil those of :\L'wiouncllal1el. 

t-'illl1c1illll'S they Sl'lld more than (11Il' 11Illllln'(1 \'es.~('I" in a ycar; at 

o,th('!',:, t}](, nymlwl". is m~l(;h l,',~,..;. 'l'1H'y Cll.!~a!.:;c princip;llly iIi the cod 

h"lt('r~', m:lkiBg a "IIH.d,' tare ;mel l'urillg their li,,1t at llllllll'. 

The L;lhr;l(lor jj,..;llI'ri(,s h<lVL' "iIHTI';I"l'll mort' than six-fold," ~;lYS 

~t~(',!!l"I ',!.!"."r, "princip;tlly ill COll:'l'IPWlICZ' of (1m ii;;hnmen [the English] 

bC'Jlll!; dn\'l'li from the'. grOUIll I" now Ol'l'Upil'd L>y tlte French" sinct' the 

Yl'ar 1 "Ie!; ;md Ill' (::'tjJll:lt"~ that a~ollt t\Yl'llty tllOll";,1l1d British subjects 

are ;It }lr('~f'nt r("llllrt,d (!llnn~ tilt" hslllllg season in the ('atl'hing, curin o', 

and tran"pl)rtm~ the variOUS l'Wiluds uf these rL'lllotc seas. 0 

Statistics. 
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FISHERIES OF :-lEW BRUNSWICK. 

There were French fishing establishments in that part of Acadia now 
known as New Brunswick, as early as 1638. The English succeeded 
to these at the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713; but they do not seem to have 
formed many others until after the cession of Canada, in 1763.* Among 
the first, I suppose, was that of Lieut. Walker, of the royal DOTY, in the 
Bay of Chaleurs, which was extensive, controlling the fur and fish trade 
of that region for several years. There were similar settlements on 
the river St. John; but from the estimates of 3fr. Grant, made in 17G-1, 
at the. request of the Rev. Dr. Still '';, the whole population of British 
origin could not have exceeded one thousand. 

At the peace of 1783, several thous,md" tories," or loyali8ts, com­
pelled to abandon their native land, settlr.:d in New Bruns,yick, and 
transferred thither the jurisprudence, the social and politic·al institutioll:', 
of" the old thirteen;" and, the year following, ,yere allmved to 01'.:.0;[11-

izc a S('ramte colonial government. Like those \yho ,\"(,tlt to that part 
of Acadia still callecl..'iova SCI Iti;l, mrmy of the loyalists ,yere gentlemen 
of educ:ltion, (:minent private yirtu(', and distinguished consideration. 
f-;()llH!' ubtu.illec [ offices of honor and emulument; others <lC l"l'tf-'d ;',,,ricul­
tural pursuits; [lnd another eLISS, fixing tlK'ir abodes on i,dands and the 
slion's of the main hlld, Tf',;olv(,d to earn their support Uti the sea. ()f 

I be l; I t1 C T description, sevewl, tholl.Lih compelled to toil ;mcl exposure 
in 0PC'II fishing boats, had b('en Pl'l"C'CIllS c,t' nc!l!' and l!rtl[lI'rt,\'. But, 
ruinc(l hy the conli';("ltion laws of' ilH: \vhigs, or I,y the .~('J1(Tal dis;lskrs 
ot';1. civil war, thL'y rc.'orkd to the hook and line to Tl,li;'ve tlle' }In'ssure 
of immedi,ltc: W,lI1t, indulging the hope of" lwtter times," al1d more 
congenial avocations. F ('W, hc "\'('\'1'1', abandoned tll<' f'mpl"y l1]('nt, 
and their children, trained to it ii'om c':,rly youth, ,Ille! ;wquiring 11s11er­
melt',; habits, succeeded to boats, li,;llil1!,r-gcar, and ";lIwkl,-hou,oe." as 
tlleir only inherit:lllL'(', ;ltlrl ('Cll1tinu<~ it at tIl<' pr('sclIt clay. I h,IV(' olll'n 
met with common boat fishermen of this lilw:'ge, who,;e earnings were 
hardly sufficicnt to procure the absolute necessaries of life. 

The fishni('s of New Brtlll,;\\i('k an' pn,:,,(·(·ut(·cl with neither skill 
nor vigur. The apl'orrllt exports, sm:lll as are the statistics, do not 
imlic':tte tlrc'ir rt,;d condition; since it is certain, that of thp l'roducts of 
thl' S('" chil'ped to otlt(,r l'Cluntric:" a p:1Tt is first importeel from :0;"Y:l 

~cotia, and tlmn a proportion of the exports of that colony.t The 
numlll'r (If v('s,;(ls sent to Labrador and u1her distant fishing grounds 
is never large, and often almost nominal. The cod-fishery in the Gulf 
of ~t. Lawrence and the B<LY of Chaleurs is not as extensiw ::IS micrht be , c 
reasonably expected from the long experience of the inhabitants there, 
and tire general ~pfety and productiveness of the harbors and indenta­
tions of the coast . 

• Th!" Fro'neh built two forts on the riwr St. John prior to the peace (If Utrecht, (1713,) 
whic-h they [<'p"in'll in 17f,4, although the country had been ceded to England quite half a 
('('utnr". 

t Th~' imp(lrts iHto St. John from Nova Scotia for three months only (,July 10 to Ortllber 
]0, 1"'~':!) "I' the pr l '.'<'llt year, were 7,861 quintals of dried fish, tliU barrels of mackerel, 
2,42J barrels of hurring, and other pickled fish. 
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The same remarks need slight qualification when applied to the Bay 

of Fundy, and its principal branch, the Bay of Passamaqu051dy. Cam· 
eron's, boggett';;, Drake's, "\Voodward's, MOl1f'Y, and Whale coves; 
Dark harbor, Long's eddy, Gnllld har~or, and Lon,~,. Duck, Nan­
tucket, ;llll 1 Kent's islands, which arc all m the group uf .Islands kno:vn 

as "Grand Men:1n," afford excellent £1cilities jor catchmg and cunng 
cod, pollock, and herring, in large 9uaI?titil'S. In the wat.ers that sur­
round Campo Bello, Den, ancI Indian Islands, as well as 111 those that 
wash Bean'::;, Adams's, Parker';;, ).Iinister's, Hardwood, and Fish 
isLtIHls , and al~ng the coast between L'Etite. r,as~;Igc an-,d P~int Le­
preau embracmrr Mace's and Back b:IY';, 1311:'';'; l"hnd, tiecly s cove, 
Crow: B('avl'r, a71cl Deadm:m's harbors~ the adyantages for fishing are 
very goo~. Every pl:-tc~ hen' llH'utjl!llL'L~ is within a ~C\~ hours' sail of 
the frontier ports of :'IIame, ~ll1d m<lny of them are wlthm canno~-shot 
distance of the short's of the G nited ~t:ltl'8. The fishermen of both 
countries meet on the same fishing grounds; blJrr(lw allLl knd "bait;" 
:1,..k ;di IT e;)('h other's" woman"* at home; narrate the wand I 'rful cures 
of the bsl-cliscO\'ered j"('lll<'cly for the" rcumeltis;" complain (If the 
"se;ll'ity" (If fish, nnd the lllw price of "ile;" discour:::c about" flat­
h( I( '1'1'11 nom;" ~1l1d gr'!lf'1"~llly c()uduct towards one another as friends 
and brethren, owing alleg'jance tl' I llle pi '\-f'l"llllH'llt. Ind( 'C'( 1, tIll' ubser­
"at ion of quite tWI'I;-ty-fivl' Y(';Irs authorizes me to SelY thot the colonists 
al\\";1Ys agr< '(' far bettl'l" wit It till' .\ 1111 'ric:1 tI:, than with ('ach other. Uur 
countrymen nrc not often con~idl '1"( 'II intcrl()l'l'rs when they lea ye the 
fi,;hing grounds 1ll';I!'I',,( 1j(IIIH' ;mcl vj~jt those (If GLlnd :'Ilenan; but the 
Ii,herrfwn of Campo Bello, amI the (It I]('r i"l;ll1d s on till' Driti"h "il1c of the 
P"';';:lm;)I \uOLld y, are sOllwtim( 's roughly aCeo"tl'( I and "t\yitted" \"hen 
tlu'!! \'l'llture 10 t;I];;I' the S,illW lilll'rty. Frequent attempt,.: ha\"(' been m,lde 
1< I dist urb the frienelly relations \y bich Ila \'C' genl'r;IUy I 'xi:,kdl H'tvYCL>n tbe 
P( 'I lilli' of the two ILlgs, l,ut without SUCCI ',;s. TllL' l'tiurts (If ulneious indi­
yiclu;1Is, :111(1 of fimC'linll:tri('s (If tIll' ('(lloni:11 pO\-I'rnrnent, h;IH' been alike 
djsre,~arc1l'cl. The (';1ptelins of tlll' Driti:,h ships-of-war lin the station nen­
t!pmen in th~ir icelings, h;~v(' stvadily r('fu:-'C'll tn st(l0l' to \\'clg(' a ~~t1y 
\:-;lrt:ITe ag:lll1st the ~mencan bOelts that n(lSS thc imagin:try I)(lundary 
lme 1I1 the \\"atL~r" 01 the PaSSalll:l'l"ntich', tllouph, of CIlUn-W, tlll'Y have 
always o.heyed their illstnlC'tions. Yd, in'the spjl~jt llf l\"d~lln, who'Iooh'd 
at th(' Signal he meant to c1iso]wy with his blind eyc, thcy havc Ill'YlT 
])('1','1 ;tllll' t~ see a" Yankee," or t;, distill,L;lIj"h Illll' j~-Il111 a :::'ul~jcl't uf her 
l\LIJ~stl' ~()1l1l: of tl:em-a~ I. remember the stories of by-glllll' yl'Cll"S­
achl1lttll1g the necl'ssJty of dnYJl1g off the ;lg!,!,i"l';::::llrs, have ;I"kvrl, "How 
~re we to know them-are tlwy IIUl/ked!" Others, sendillg their barges 
~nto the five! of boats, have (hr~ctec1 tha~ "All who SI/y they ;lIl' Amer­
Icnns must be told to g~ to theIr own "1111~ of the line;" but, strangely 
enough, the unbroken Silence of the fishermen to ,,'110m thn t' , ' , '- '1 II C':-' Jon 
was propoundl'll oflonkll proofthut all \Y1'rl~" Bllll'IIIl<;I"" '::'t'll th . . .' , ,:--. ,.., I 0 ers, 
satlsfYll1g themselves, by IX'I'rmrr throlwh gbs<;n!,; r.r()lll thc·· t 

, _ • ". ',0 0 L. ,c: IJ • U quar cr-
decl~, that all the boatt; 111 SIQht 1nltst belol1 rr to tIle IQI'II1CI" 111 y \ - 13 

• 'J , b" " , t; nl' \' runs-
WIck, have th~ught the sendlOg oZ bar.;;es to inf}uire a needless cere­
mony. One, III 1840-the captaIn of the Ringclove-in his !lfi1cial 

They thus speak of their wives. 
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repmt, recommended that "every British boat should have a license;" 
otherwise, said he, "it is impossible to discriminate them from Amer­
icans." 

Those who seek to put an end to this state of things, whatever their 
motiYCs, do not take into the account that the instant they shall ac­
compl~sh the~r object, border strifes ",-viU follow of necessit),. Before 
renewmg theIr efforts, they may be kmdly asked to consider that har­
mony and good-fellowship between the inhabitants of frontier settle­
menU.; flre indispensable, and far better securities against the m:uauder's 
torch and bludgeon than armed ships or bodies of troops. 

The produce of the boat-fishery of the Bay of Fundy, and of the 
Passamaquoddy, is not only small in value, but generally inferior in 
quality. An increase of this fishery, under present circumstancf'~, is 
not desirable. The fishermen dress and cure the cod, pollock, hake, 
and haddock-the kinds usuallv dried-in a slo"enly manner. 

Thf;se fish, besides being ro~gh and dirty on the" split 6c('," fie­
quently "slime," and thus are untit for use. They :dso ~moke, pickle, 
and pack the herrillg without skill :mcl ('are, and dec:l)" is the cnnsc­
quenee. There is no excuse ,yhntc,ycr for such a course of conduct, 
and every offender should be held to punishment. The gentlemen of 
New Brunswick who complain of the decline of their fisht'ries, and \vho 
seek to cncour;tge thcm by priYatc "associatiotls," :lIJd J ly govt'rnn1E'llt 
"bounties," ~hollid (~lId(,:tv()r, first of all, to dt'\'ise a pl:m to imprtl\'e 
the [(')Hllation of the fish of this part of that colony aIllollg d('akr.~ and 
conSIIlIHTC>. 

I find it sl:ltcd in an official c1ocumf'nt* that in l~!)O, at the different 
fishng-statlol)s ll)('ntioncd as witbin t111'Sl' ));)ys, tlJf'f(' WtTC t'llJplfJ)"f'd 
62 v(',.;sl'is of 1,2GS tons, ;34,1, open boats, !)!) weirs, and 1,3:37 lI1en, in 
catching and curing the scveral kinds of fish just rt'it'rrcd to; and that 
the value of the pt:od ucts of the various bnllll'hes (If the 11,,;]jI'ry ,,-as 
£3:3,USut currcncy, or $132,320. 

'l'l}(,st~ Lids sho'w tll:lt the fishermen receive(l a miserahle pitt:ltJ('e 
for their toil; since, witlwllt allowing for tile use ([Tul depTN,jation 0/ the 
capital inrcs1('din tlieN's.w1s, uoats,ll'cirs, ncts, ({lid other jisll illg-,s!I fir, they 
earl/cd ;il/' the 1/('([1' hss tlillll OIlC luwdn'd dollars cach. 'Yt' may lament 
that 111cn \v ho' pursue their avocation both day and night, mid rains 
and g:lles, Lln' ~() poorly rewarded. 'Ye mLly lament, too, that the peo­
ple of Grand :\1l'nan, f~llling short of those of Campo Bello, \Vest 1s1es, 
and the pari:::ht's on the coast of the m,aill L~nd, earn l'\'~n less than the 
average. But, what then 1 The fault IS theIr own; entIrely so. They 
may, if they will, produce as sweet and as well-cured pollock and cod 
as (10 their brethren of Barrington, and as good colored and fb\"()red 

~"Rf'port npon tbe fisheries of the BIlY of Fundy, by )1, H. Perley, esq., ber Majesty's 
emigrntiou offil'I'1' lit Stiint Johu, N. B.; ltiitl bdi,l'c the Honse of Assembly by ,'ommllll,l of his 
cxc,·lI,'Ij(·Y till' lil'lItenllnt gOl'ernur, IIlld onl"l'l'd to bt' printed, ].-,th )1;,I'"h, ],~~,] ," To this 
miunte, Clll'efIlIlY'prepal'ed, ond vallloble State paper, I am much indebted for stati,tk" und 
'Jthpr informatiou. Mr. Perley's endeavors to improve the conJition and develup the re­
I!OUrCl'~ of J'ie\\ ilnmslI'iek, Ilre entitled to the highest commendation of bis feilo\V·colowsts, 

tNo "'tati,li('" for (;ralltl Menon nre given. Mr. p, ~nys a deuler estimates the ,alne in 
],"-Was £l:!,UU/), wbieb, in accQrdanoo with Mr. Po's Buggestillll of being too high, I assume to 
have been .t: 11 ,OUO. 

6 
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smoked helTing <IS do those of Digby, and obtain prices to correspond 
with the quality. , . 

The gener,I!' poverty among them i~ not to be attnbuted entIrely or 
principally, as they aver, to the occasIOnal l()."~ of boats ;md ne,ts, n~r 
to glutted markets and b"d ~eai'Il!li', nor to t~f' mterlopers, \\' ho \'l~lt, theIr 
fishinO' grounds, but to theIr 1I,\'n wOlnt of mdu;;ny, th1'1ft, deanlmess, 
and hOl~esty. The ii·\\, "who work it right," acquire property, and 
enjoy the el?tire ~onfil~ell('l' .of the de~l',"rs, cOlnm:n:d crecltt for sup­
plie8, and lllgh pnces for tbelr, com:nodI~II'S w hen o~er;d for sale. 

It remains to speak (Jf the /J~her]('s of the Bay c:f Chaleur~, and of 
the Gulf of ~t. Lawrence. The county of Restigouche ]Yllrders on 
Canada, and the counties of Gloucester, l\'ortlmmberbnd, and Kent, 
are favorably siluated for OlI1ventures in these watcrs. The fishing 
grounds are safe, and generally close to the shores; and those near 
Caraquet, in GloUCI',-II'r, are llluch frCljlwnkll hy j)nats [rom Gnspe, 
and owned by re"iclents of Canaaa. ~illce 1S:35, the c;ltch of both 
cod and herring hy the fisbermen of Restigoul'he and '\lIrthumberbnd 
has fallen off more than I];)lf, and in Kent has nearly become extinct. 
But the inhabitants of thc port of Caraquct, a\'ailing themsdvC's of the 
advantages of tbeir P(J,:ilinn, kl\'I' :ll'lually produced a large proportion 
of the dried CI,eI l':\!>"rtecl from the col(Jny for some ycars. These four 
counties ,Ire morro remote ii, om the capil;11 of ;'\I'W Brunswick, and from 
the markets nf thf' Unitcd ~tat\'s, than the counly of Charlotte, which 
embraces Grand }!I'!J,lIl, and the other islands i~l the Bay of FUlIlly, 
(where the fish ,lIT ~I) hully cured,) and the attention of the people is 
divided hl't\vl'cn several branches of industry; but fishing, as an occa­
sional and irn·gubr c[llploymc'nt merely, 11<1': commonly pron:<l a suurce 
of profit, or at least 11<1" ,1!li)]'(!I,d a fair reward/or the bbor and capital 
elevated to it. The fish shipped at C<Jl'a(luet are in much better repute 
than those (,<lug1]t in tIl\' Bay of Funlh, ,mu the remark is true of the 
produce (It" till' Bay of Clwlcurs and :"t. La\\T(,IlC'l~ fi:3heries generally. 
It may be presu'lll'd th;lt '''ere the herring dnes not "become rotten 
b~{(Jl'e saltir:g;" tll,lt, w!wn ,,~)ld as the" pibbr'll" article, it is not packed 
w.Ithout takmg out the clItraJ/,,; and that the end is washed ,Ifter beina 
split, ancllllJl "sa Ikd Dnd put in 'killch' in all its blood and dirt." 0 

This brief notice of the fisbcries I,f ]\"cw Drun"wick ,yould be incom­
plete without ~ dcse,ription of the hoat-ij"herm:1ll of the B'ly of Fundy, 
\\'hose profcs:-;Jllll,:11 bJu~ts I have so sl·vcrc1y n·buked. Bred to the use 
of bl,ats £l'om IllS earlIest youth, l:e d~spl<Jys astonishing skill in their 
managr:m~nt, and ,~rl'<I t hoh.h;tess ll1 }11~ adventures. He will cruss, in 
the stormIei't \V(':I~l~er, ~rnm ~sli1nc~ ~o Is1an~, and go from pasSOIge to 
pa,ssage, through frIghtful wlll~'ls nt, tides, ,dllCh suddenly meet and part 
WIth a loud l'Il<lr;* and he WIll (h~'e headlong, as it wcre, upon rocks 
and bars, ,merely to S!JIlW how eaSIly he can shun them, Ill' how readily 
Ilnd certamly he can" go about" and" stand off on the other tack. "t 

• The ordinary rise and fall of the tide is tWl'llt)·,t1l'O "cet Th 'd' 'tIl' h ' 
h b 1 ' f ", e rap! rty ·Wl. ,l "IV ne It 

rus es y t lC pomts 0 land, /lnd through the nalTOW straits bl'twel'1 th "1 d t d 
gerous cross, tides, eddies, lUlU. whirlpools, 1 e I, an SI creu cs 1Ul-

t In returning from II crUiKC to the coast, says the anthor of "E tl· "" y :, fi 
enough a fisherman's humble bout (o,r " f. .11 1 ,olen, ou 8( ( 0 ten 
an b th ' all a~ lorn 1.\ S lores, With fln ll"h blal'k 81\y above and 

angry sea enea ; you watch the grisly old man at the helm, ~firrying his craft 'With 
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He it! nei~her a la~dsman nor a seaman, a soldier nor a marine; but you 
would thmk by hIS talk that he could appear to advantaQ"e in either of 
these characters. He is neither a merchant nor a mechanic, and vet 
he can buy and sell, mend and make, as expertly as either. In the 
healin~ art he .i~ wise above. all other~, and flllCics that he POS"":"Sl"S a 
sovereIgn specIfIc for every mlment whIch all the ,yorld beside comiclers 
as incurable. He holds nautical instruments in high derision: for the state 
of the moon and the weather predictions of the almanac, the p'"('llliar 
sound of the sea when it "moans," and the particular s:zc or slnpe of 
a "cat's pnw" or "glin" in the sky, lead him to inr surer result~. He 
will unuerlakc nothing of consequence upon a Friday, and can prove 
by a hundred incidents how inf~lllible are the signs and omens which 
he believes in. He thinks to die in his 1)('(1. True it i~. that lw has 
been overset; that his boat, loaded ,yith fish to tlw "gunnel," has sunk 
uncler him, and tbat a yesse! has run over him; but h .. i:" still ;iliw, 
and" was not born to be drO\vncd." His" hsh stories" are ,,,ithout 
end. In politic:~, he goes f(ll' the larg('st liberty. Hr' has ncyer heard 
ofeftsements and presc:riptiy(' rights; but he f)("'llpi('s at y,-ill Loth lW[lcb 
and upland, without any claim to eitlter, [lnd will hro,Y] :[':It the actual 
proprietor who has the u'llll'rity t() remind him of their rebtive pO~ili, 'll:'. 
A.~;lin"t :C:l)('(;uiators he W<l,~I',~ pCl"petual war: why should he not! 
:c:incc it is they who put up the prit'c of his faYIJritc "i1at-b(){)l)"d, 
fin[' rlJidrllilJg,~ fl()ur," nncl put down the l,rir·r: of fish a11(l "ile!" 

.Awl who shall do ,in5ticl' to llis dress <md to his prot;'s:'illlwi p,'ae! 
The g:II'IlWIlI,; wbidl "r)\"!T bis upper anel rl('lll('1' man 1)(' c;lIls his i!c 
slite. - Tlw qucer-slwpcrl thing ,,,"rll upon IIi" tTil\\']] i" a SIi/i'-u'lstcr; 
or, if tllC hUll10r tilk!,,.; him, a nllr/It-C(/stll'. Ill' \\·[';Ir,.; Ill'ither mitlL'II"; 
nor .ul()vc:-:, but has a su1)~til11t[' which he II;ls n:1l1wd nil'lIiTS. 

\VIH'1l lIe talks :ILout 61"/1"/1, he means to speak of the mnlkrl and 
trlll,!,:-/!'d llWSS \vhich ,L:To\\'S upon Ilis IH';Ic1; or tlt(' luIJ~, 1'1 'rl hair IIIJllt'r 

bis ciJin, which sern's the purpn,.;c or a !1C'Ckdllth; or or lht in li'rlnt 
of his ('ar,.;, which renc1ers llim il1l1'cn'jlllis to the dun (If Iii::: ll1c'l'l·IJant. 
His boots arc SlllJlIl'lrs. Le:::t he shoulll 10";(-, tiw l1I()\';1 hIes aLout his 
p('rS[)II, Ill' has them tit:::tened to his l,rd~cts by l([lIl1alli/s. One ui' bi" 
knives is a C/I{-(/'roll/, and another is a splitter. His aprrll]' rl/'leatlJ(r or 
canvas:::, is a oIllT,L The compartment of his Loat iUlo \\'bieh he 
tlml\\'s his fisb as he catches them, is a kid. The slatc of tll(' IlJ"!l1l 

t:lyor;ILle fl)r "driving herrin,~," he calls £ll/rks. The br.'llt-llP iron hook 
which he uses to ("~IITy bis burning torch on the herring'-grouncl, is a 
dmgllll. The small net witb an iron bo\\- and ,yooden hand I,·, i::: a d1i'­
//1(, because it is with that that he dips out of the ,Yater the tid) which 
hi,.; ji Ifl1t :Iltracts to the sudilee. His Stt'lIt! is differently hUll!!" and 
mud;='Ltrgcr; it has leads on its lU\ycr edge to sink it witE jn tl~[' wa­
ter, aud corks upon its upper edge, at regular internL, to buoy it 1:Ip 

~tntllg" skill throngh the tunnoil of waters, and the lillY, supple-limhed, yd lfeari1E'J"·worn 
1I1r,',"1I, llnd with ,,(ea,ly .. ye" that look throUKh the blast, YOll 'l'l' hilll-ulldeJ""fiUldilH; t'UllL­

lIlan.!~It:nt8 from th., jl'rk of his father's whire- .'y.,·1>rlll\'-IIOII' bela} iug, fln.! !lOW lettiug ;.:'--
1](1\\ scrunching hilll,,'lf down into mew ballast, or baling out dcatli with II pipkin. ~wl,· 
(·nough is tIll.' siglit; tUld yd when I 8('(' it I always stare anew, and with a kind of Titanic 
('xultlltion, becallse that II po"r IUlut, with the brain of 1\ man and the hallJs of a bC'yon hoard, 
Clm mtJ.tch herself so bravely ItgainJit blllek heaven !lIld ocelW," ,\: c. 
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and preserve it nearly in a perpendi~ul~r direction, so tnat the herrings 
mav strike it and become entangled m Its meshes. 

Nor ends his dialect here. Chebacco-boats and small schooners are 
known to him as pinkies, pogies, andjigger:s. ~e kn?ws.but little about 
the hours of the day and night; everythmg WIth hIm IS r~ckoned ~Y 
the tide. Thus, if you ask him what time he was marrIed, he WIll 
answer, "On the young flood last night;" and he will tell you that he 
saw a certain man this morning about" low-water slack;" or, as he 
case may be, "just at half-flood," "as the tide .turned,'~ or "two hou;8 
to low water." If he speaks of the length of lme reqUIred on the dif­
ferent fishing-grounds, he ,yill compute by "shots;" and by a shot he 
means thirty fathoms. If he have fish to sell, and is questioned as to 
their size, he will reply that they are "two-qltintal" fish, by which he 
means that fifty will weigh one hundred and twelve pounds. 

He is kind and hospitable in his way; and the visiter who is treated 
to fresh smother, duff, and jo:tio[!gers, "" may regard himself as a decided 
fay( )rite. He believes in ,,,,itcbes and in dreams. The famous pirate 
K yd buried gold and treasurl'S in Money Cove,t Grand Mcnan, he is 
sure; ,md he ho s dug for it many a time. His" woman" is tlll' "best;" 
the hariJor he livl's in is "the s;ilt,;;:t;" and his boat is ., the fastest and 
will carry s,:lil the longest." \Vhen determined upon going home, 
whether he IS upon the land or the sea, he says, "\Vell, I'll up killock 
and he off." 

The m~n I have dc~crib('d is no countryman of ours, anlI Was to be 
seen plaYll1g the soldIer on the e;lstE'rly side of the St. Croix during 
the r('('ent very wordy but bloodless war on the Aroostook, which was 
terminated by the treaty of \V;I.-,;hington. But some of his qualities of 
cha.ructer, and forms of spcech, an' conunon to most of the class to 
whIch he belongs; and the nds, kniYes, and other gear, are in aeneral 
use. b 

~ ~ot:pi(l of seu-bir(l., pndfling, and pmlCukl'8-the fisherman's thrt'1' P.'s 
t HI) culled from tLe popular belief thnt Captnin Kyd bw-jed two hogshllude of treasurl 

there. 



Statistics 0/ the foheries oj the Bay oj Fundy for tlte year 1850. 

Vessels. I Boats. Weirs. Men. Cod lind Cod and I Orl. Herring, Herring, Mackerel 
pollock. 1 haddock. smoked. pickled. caught'lvalne, Newl Valuo in 

___ I I I ' Bruuswick dollars. 
currency. 

___________ No. Quintal@'1 Barrels. Barrels. I Boxes. Barrels. Barrels. 

Places. 

No. No. No. 

271 3!J4 lO,r,()(),1 2;j()! 1130 II 35,000 6'['001 ...•••.. 1 £11,000 
~l 1 2;"',;: I, OliO 150 I 120 40,000 5,100 480 9, ~25 

___ ~_~ 7 I __ mn ---.:2.sr,n , __ 800 ' __ 4~)n ~ nOO __ 3_, [,00 I •••.•.•. 

6~ 1 344 I Ge, I 1, :337 1 42, WI I 1,2UU 7GII I 80,000 I 15,100 I 480 I 33, Oi~ I 

Grand Menan an.t the islands 
fllljaet'nt ..........••. " . . 2" 04 

Camp" B.-Ilo ..... ....•..... II 50 
'" cst isles aUtI pa ri,h,'s of St. 

Gcorgu and l'ellti"/,1. .••••• 27 200 12,254 

$44,000 
39,300 

'H), 016 

1:"':.),316 
00 
~t 
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Stati.stics oj the fisheries of .Z\'CI1' Bnmswick-L'oriollS jlrodlicc, and quantities 0/ cac/z, c.rportcd. 

Years. Qniutals of 
dried. eod. 

Burrels of Barrel, of 
1 pickled. 1:0,1. , piek~(',l her· 

Boxes of 
sillukt'll ht'r· 

rings. 

Barrels of 
pickled sal· 

mOll . 

Kits of 
pickl"d sal· 

IliOU, 

Gallons 
of fish·oil. 

i I Tmgs. 1 

. ------------:~-----'------ ------ j------I------·-I 

Barrels ot 
pickled ale· 

\\+n~8. 

Yulue. 

1,.'19 •...•..•••••••.••••••••••• 4(),fli:~ 1 ............ 1 11,-I:ll) !............ 31i~ .••••..••••. I:,,(mO 
Ie"'20 .......................... 4!),IHi:1 ...•........ i G,'2-1:3 •.......•••. .•.••••••••. •••.••..•••. lli,n~() 
1,'"''21 •••••••••••••••••••••••. ·. 4:",--!I:; ............ 1'2,5U:3 ..••.......• .•..••.••••. •.•••.....•. I:1,f,·W 

..••••••••.. i""" •.• , •• 

.................... "" II ..................... '" 

]~2·!_ ... _ ...... _ ... __ ......... _ .. _· .. __ .... 2"2,01)7 7t:~'3') ......... _........ r)-l-.l. ... _._ ... ____ • ~,~71 f),C)~O 

1, .. '2:1.......................... ]-I,'2(iO t',71:! •••••••••••. G,,"'GI ..•.••.•.. ,. ............ G,;'t'O 
11"1'2-1 ..•.• , .•.•••••••••..••• ,.. 1'..(,11,:'; 1l.IHlli ...•• ,.. •.•• G, -I::li "" ••.•..•. "" •... "" [,,0-10 
1."'2;, .•.••••.••••••••••••••••.. ~!),.J!JI) 0,~,J-I """""" 7,IJ:IIJ I ............ """""" I:!, iit'O 
I H'''' "I -I'''' 1" .. t I " "'[ 1 .) ~')() , ... ') ........ ........ ............ ............ ............ "',' '-"":' ... ,' ,-j" ........ ........ ........ (', ... 1 !........ ........ ........ ........................ _, ,'-) 
]t'.!7 .......................... -I,IHO 10,!q.'-I •..•........ t','2I1-1 ,,11-1 '2,li!)c2 ](i,:I"O 
II''.!H ••••••••••••••••••••••.• ,. lli,li.jl 2,7 In 9, '2)-'2 4, !qli '2!):, 1,7'2;, 10,0'20 
H''2!l ••••••••.••••••••••..•••.. lli,!JlI7 2,'211!1 1'2,-I1I!) [',1."1I -I,-i!1 '2,7:!1 7,:1'2() $137, ~l:lll 
] ... :10.......................... ].",-I~:! ~,111!1 ;),'2"1) lilill 1,7;li '2,li:\:, H,tHll 
J.':i:n ••••••••••••••••••••...•.. 17,."1;:) ?,'21:; ~-',!)17 ~).I:l'" ],I!)!I :!,;,~)7 G,()I)il 
18:1:2.......................... l''',;)I)'~ 1,-i;7 1",:l:~) ]-1,11;7 Ii!)\! '2,!1-I7 ti,(i!':, l:n,lliO 
]1"1:\:1 "" .••• ..•••. •...•• ....•. ~II, :!:!-I ',!;', I ,~7 .... .... .... 111,lill-l 1i.','2 '2, 1'>1 -In, !I71; 
IH:H •••• •••••••••.•.•••..••••. !L1I,.L41 :10,4:>1 ............ \ :1, ilil ]Iill I,!II;;, oJ'''','2!''.! 
]I"I:\;" •• _............ •••••••••••. '21,7."1; :1,1\1!1 :!:,,111:\, [,,-1":3 :-'-"1 [','e;:-\ UI,1,,;) 
IH:~, "'. •••.••••••••••••••..•. '27,;d:l '2,.-iIl'! ];,;!lIi i ;',"-"11 :111 -I,li.',1I 77,!I:\;") 
1,.<:17 ••....•.•.•••.•••••. """ '27"nl :1,·I!I7 1,1()!1' 1l,!IJ;, 1,"1:1 1,1'211 '..'11I,HII7 !I,I!)d 
m:~., "' .... , ...... """ """ ] ,I, !!;,I) 4,li:>I :l. ;,411 H, 1:1,', !i:lll ."', 'elil '2:1:1, !);)II 7, '21-1 ~()O, 40[, 
1M:I!) ....•••..•..•.•.•••••••••. '2:1,;,\)-1 ],,1111 Ii, 117;, ]:I,.J:I!I 1,IIlA ;.,Iilill lllli,'e:1II 7, I:!!) 
11'-111.......................... Ili,,":I\! :lli[ I . .J:\:, '2'2,:\'2:, 1,,"11,1 '2,'271; 11;'2,:117 [,,7;',;, 
1.'1-11 "" ••.• •••••• •••••• •••••• 1:1, ;,li7 -I:,! I I, ,".-,11 I!), ;,:\1 1 .. ~::.-, :2,1;;':\ II!I, !l:Ilj 7, J'2t 
1"-1'2.......................... 1;',1;:\1; :17'2 I,lall 7,'ell!) '2,,"7,1 1,:!:3:! -1,:1":3 !),,,.,!) 
l~·tt:I. ______ .. __ ... __ ... __ .. __ .. _ .. __ ]1,:~"2t1 :lili 1,0.-,.-..: !..,,:; .... ~, ~,l.-):-) M;,;) Hti,j;"2:~ l':!,«;~J ~JH, ~~5 

11'-\4 "" •••• •••••• •••••• •••••. 1'2, ·10:, '241; I, ;;,·1 7, :10'" ~"Ii!) 4i.4!!) f., !),.'\I 11;, '2'2\1 
ItH5 .... _ ... _ .. _____ •• ____ .. __ .. __ ... H, ~.q.! ;)~ •. -. ;', :!til ]II,U.-,"': ~,li:2) I, '.2(;1 7,-":, ~':!I !', ;);l! 
lrJ-llj •••••.•.•••••..••.•..•.•.. , 1:1,11:111 '211 :I,IW I.-',:Ii!) 1,:111 I,G:!!I GII,!':I'-, JO,4:k\ 
1-147 ••••••...••••..•••..••••.. 1 ];1,11:17 1,001 i :1,IJ:,!1 ll,"-I-i ~,.j.!(; 171) :1. 47!) 1'2,!l!1" 
1~.!1-l "" "" ••••• , """ •••••. \ 17, !I7:1 !I]U 1, li~:l Ii, ·1'2:1 '2,17:, I...... ...... 4,707 !I,II!):I I 1'..'(;, no 
!ll'J .- ••••. , .••••.••••••.••••. It',I!J2 .. : •••..•••. 1 ............ 1 ]:1,7:I!I ; ..••••.•.••. 1.... .... .... :-\':)1)7 111,'2;)1; •••••••••••• 
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SALMON FISHERY OF BRITISH AMERICA. •. 

The salmon, shad, and alewive fisheries are not embraced in the plan 
of this report; but a brief account n:ay be given of the formcr, as the 
most important of these, and of the flVers f\'ene~ally. 

Canada.-This fishery, at the present tIme, IS very small. In 1786, 
however, the expurt was considerable. In parts of the c~untry where, 
in former years, the catch was large, a few barrels of pIckled salmon 
only were shipped in 1S48. In the Gulf of S~. Lawre.nce t~ere were 
once extensive establishments for the prosecutIOn of thIS busmess; but 
some have been broken up, and others have become unprofitable. 
Streams that half a century ago affi)rded sufficient for domestic con­
sumption, and thousands of barrels for I'xport, now yield only hundreds 
of barrels, and the (luantily is rapidly diwini:3hing. 

Nova Scutia.-The loyalists, who went to this colony at the peace of 
1783, depended very much upon this fishery, and carri( ,d it on to ad­
vantaO'e. The quantity of salmon exported for snmc years was suffi­
cient ~o purchase many articles of comtort, and to save them at times 
from the miseries of pr('s:3ilJg want. The salmon has entirely disap­
peared in some parts of the colony, and has ceased to be plentiful In 

all of its rivers and streams. The t'xport of salmon caught in the col­
ony is not large. The whole produce of the fishery in ISM appears to 
have been but 1,669 barrels. 

Nl'uj'mJldfulld.-The fishery is still worthy of attention, as ref!,rence 
to the accompanying statistics will show. The export in 1'343 was 
even larger than in 1::::14. 

Lrzbrador.-Captain Henry Atkins, of Boston, \"ho mnde a voyage 
to Davis's Straits in the ship Whale in 1729, and who visited the const 
a second time in 1758, fc)und salmon "ery abundant. In" Salmon 
river" both lw and his men caught many while wading, and with their 
hands. They took all th<:y had salt tl) cure, and one that meusured 
four fix,t ten inches in length. Atkins's account, attcr his return, seems 
to have induced no attention to the fishery on the part of his townsmen. 
In 1831 the exports amounted to 2,430 tierccs of the pickled fish, of 
the valUf' of $35,G50. 

New !Jrunswick.-Tlte. loyalists and other early settlers found the 
salmon m al~os! every flver and stream in the colony. 

At present It ];'i never S('en in some, is becomina scarce in most and . f' I:l, 
IS 0 Importance as an artide of export in the St. John alone. 

The catch ~t Salmon Falls, in the St. Croix, thirty years ago was 
two hundred. In a Jay, ?n the avernge, for three months in a year. A 
person stan?lDg on a "Jam of logs" caught there at one time ol)e hun­
dred and eIghteen :with a dip-net; and a boy fifteen ycms old took 
ab.oul five hundred III a season. But such has been the decline, that it is 
smd only two hundred were takpl1 during the entire year of 1~;)O by aU 
who engaged in th~ business on the river. It is stated that the dams 
erected across the n:rer have ~r?rluced this change in the fishery, and 
facts appear to sustall1 the pmHtlOn. The few salmon that nmv appear 
In the Oro~octo, the ~ashwaak, the l\Iaduxnakeag, and the Mispech, 
as well as m Eme.rson s. and Gardner's creeks, in Great Salmon river, 
and Goose creek, IS attrIbuted to the same cause. In two or three of 
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the streams of minor size, where no obstructions exist, and where the 
water is not muddy, the pursuit is still attended with some success and 
profit. 

In some other places the fishery, but for the wanton and lawless de­
struction of the fish, without reference to its condition or the season of 
the year, might be carried on advantageously. 

To the people of the city of St. John the annual catch of salmon i5 a 
source of gain. The fisheries of the harbor, by a provision in the city 
charter, belong to the citizens, or " freemen." The fishing grounds or 
stations are lotted out, and sold at auction every year for the benefit of 
those who are entitled to them under the charter. The practic;d fish­
ermen arc the purchailers. The lots are of unequal value, and some 
merely nominal. The number of salmon taken at St. John in IS·50 \vas 
estimated at 32,000, which sold, whether large or small, at the con­
tract price of one dollar each-except a small part for city consump­
tion-to be pa~ked in ice and sent to Boston. Drift-nets and weirs are 
used in the fishery, though the former are prohibited by law. Fisher­
men deprecate the use of torch and spear; but both are sometimes seen 
in the hands of lumberers and gentlemen sporters. The salmon is found 
on the St. John, two hundred miles fl·om the sea, and on iwveral of its 
tributaries ne~ul'r to the ocean. On the Nerepis, one of its branches, 
on which no mill-dams have been erected, there is a fishery of note­
from 1,500 to 2,000 being taken annually. 

It will be seen that the exportation of cured salmon from New Bruns­
wick ceased entirely in 18'lS-thp whole catch, not required for COll­

sumption, having been packed in ice, and shipped fresh. 

Statistics oj the salmon fishery. 

EXPORTS, CANADA. 

Pickled. Smoked. 
Year 1-----,------,----------

Tierces. Barrels. Kits. No. 

171":-1.... •••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• •••••• •••••. .•.• •••• •••. •••••••• •••. 304 
17,""4 •••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••. •••••••.• ••• •••.•••••••• •••• •••• •••. 221 
17M(; •••••••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••. 1,100.... .... .... .... .•.. .... 253 
J ... q~ •...•. .••• •.••..•• .•.. ••••.. 348 193 47 .••••.•••••• 
p<t," •••••••••. •••...•••••.•••••. 249 III .•••••••.....••••.•••••• 
1i:i43 •••• •••••• ... ••• •••• •• • ••••• 268 120 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1848 •••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••. 70 28 .••••••••••..••••••••••• 
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Statistics· of salmon fishery-Continued; 

EXPORTS, NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Year. 

1814 ................................................... .. 
1838 .................................................. '" 
1839 .•....•••••• ".' .................................. '" 
1840 .•••...••.•.•••••..••••..••••..•••....••..........••. 
1"41 .................................................... . 
li'<42 ..• ~ ....•.••••..••..•..•••...•••........ ' .. " ..•••••. 
1843 ...•..•....••......•.•..•.••.•.••...••.....•......••• 
1844 .••.•••...... ' ... _. .•. . •••••.•••.....••.........•••.. 
li:i4G .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
1847 ..••..•....•.•...•••••.••••..•••......•..•.••..••••.. 
1,,4i"\ ..•.•.........•••..••...••.•...•.•.........•.••..•••. 
H~~9 ............••••.••.....•.•.•...••••.•••..•....•.•••• 
1,,;:'0' .......•.•.••.•.•••••.......••...••••..•••.••••••••• 

~ From St. John alone. 

EXPORTS, LABRADOR. 

Year. 

1831 .•••••...•.••.•...•.•.••••..••••••.•...•.••.....•.... 

CAPE BRETON, PRODUCE. 

Pickled. 

Tierces. Value. 

2,000 $48,000 
4,408 66,550 
2, !)'l2 58,460 
3, :396 &1,6\)5 
3,642 61,510 
4,715 68,390 
4,1I:,H 61,080 
3, 7~):1 59,725 
3,;)45 63,970 
4,917 48,910 
3, -..(:!~ .............. .. 
5,911 .........••• 
1, ~.j::'0 :! ....••••...• 

Pickled. 

Tierces. Yalne. 

2,430 $35,650 

Year. Barrels. 

1847 ..•••..•••••.• 
1848 .••••.•••••••. :::: :::::::::::: ::::::.... •••• •••• •••••• •••••. 33.'1 .•••.. ..••.. .••••. .•.. .... .... 295 
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Statistics of salmon fishery-C ontinued. 

EXPORTS, NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Pickled. Smoked. Fresh. 
Year. 

Barrels. Kits. No. No. 

------------1---.------1·-----1-----

]819 .......•••.... , ••.•.•••.•... 
1~:!:! .......••••••••••.•••••.•••• 
1827 ......••....•.••.•..••.•••.. 
]828 ..•••..•.••..•.............. 
1~:!!) .••••..•.• """ •••••••••••. 
18:30 ...•••..•••.......•••...•... 
1~:11 ...•.. " " •. , .•.....•••..•.. 
1832 ..•.....•••...•.......•.•••. 
18:3:3 ...••..... , .•... """ .•••. , 
11;:!1 """ ••••.....••.•.••..•... 
]1:1:1, ••••••••••••• " .••••••••••••• 
jl-qlj ........................... . 

] 8:0 ..•••...••..•••. " ......••.. 
1~:l., .................. , ..••.•... 
18:39 .•.•........•......••.•••..• 
1840 ..•.•..•.....•••..•...•.•••. 
Hql ........................... . 
],'"I4:! ........•.•..••••...•.••••.. 
],..,·13 .•.•.•••••.•••.••••••••.•••. 
])-1·11 ......•••••••••••••••••••••. 
]1-11; •.... " •••••••••••••••••••••• 
J H·1Ii .•.••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
J ,"·17 ....••••••••••••••••••• , •••• 
]1-1 I,,, •.•• ,. """ •••••••••••••.• , 
IH·I!J ........•..•..••••••..•.••.. 
18;)0 ..•.•....•..•..•..••.••••••. 

362 

504 
295 
4H!J 

1,776 
],199 

692 
6:'2 
] iiI) 
t!,., 
30 

1, ,..q:l 
~ ':;0 

], ·1111) 
1, ,'-'1)4 

I, ·'-'2;. 
2, ,i,!) 
2, r,.-, 
2,4,!J 
2,1i21 
], :111 
~, ..J:.?ti 
2,17.-. 

2,271 
2,69"2 
1,725 
2,721 
2,f;:~) 

2, ;,~j7 
2, !J-!7 
2,151 
1, ~-Hi5 
5,2,,-i 
4,1;.-,11 
I, I:.!I) 
tI, ~Iil 
[',ljIH) 

'2, ~ili 
2,1;;,:1 
] ! '2:~:.! 

r:-:.~).) 

C,4I!' 
I,2lil 
I, ;)~!. 

]71) 

2, f);'0 
2,5:n 
5,7!1;, 
5,301) 
4, ,~12 
4, ,~~}i 
3, ,II,., 
4, "un 
!-', ·17(j 
(i, !Hi..j 
li,lIi:3 

i::::~~::~::: 

1, ,"":,-,,"": I. _ ~ ___ • ___ ._ 

~'III , 

4111; 

~I' 
2,24:3 
G,4(;0 

* A proportion of 11", unnuul catch hus been oxported fresh for some years, but the qU/Ul· 

tity cun only bu ()olljeettll"l'd. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, N01-A SCOTIA.. 

Imports. 
Year. 

1785 ...•....••..•••••••••..••••. 
11''1;, .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
11':1·11, .••••..•••.••••••••••••••••• 
].~ 17 ..•••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
1'"'4." ...••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 

Barrels. 

4, '2;;1 
4,n-' 
3,7]6 
3,219 

I,"·I!' .... , ..••.••....•. " ••••••.••••••••••••. 
]t(,1) .•..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Tierces. 

it From Halifux nlone. 

Exports. 

Barrel~ Tierees. 

2,8;)0 
8,053 
6,118 
5,5r<G 
2,011 
5,0;,5 

*6,412 
I···· ..... ~~~ 
I 340 
1 ____ -
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PART III. 

UNITED STATES~ 

PLY)'IOL"TH COLONY. 

From 1620 until the union with Masf5achuIJctts by the charter of Trilliam 
and Mary, 1692. 

After long and patient inquiry, I am convinced that the whole truth 
as to the motives which induced the Pilgrims tu remove from Holland 
to America has not been told by our historians. 

T.he sweet poetess asks, ," \\That sought the~" thus afar 1" ~ncl herself 
replIes, not" the wealth ot seas," but "a Cuth's pure "hnne." ~h,' 
has expressed the sentiments of all. But is it so certain that they 
" sought" not both? Of the men of their time, were they alfllll' ('Xl'mpt 
from the influence of the fishing mania which prevailed throughout 
maritime Europe? ':Yeary, stricken, homek"s exilt,:" ('fluId t}w)" han; 
lived unmoved by the spirit around them, when the Dutch fisheries "" 
were at the highest point of prosperity, and when ('Ycry one's thoughts 
in their oWn country were turned to the plantillg of fisllill!,! colonies at 
Newfoundland and on the shores of New England 1 Our continent \'las 
discovered in 1497, by Cabot; and from the moment that tlw chron­
icler of his voyage made known to the people of England that our 
waters teemed with fish-that here" were great seals, nnd th()~(' which 
we commonly callsalmons; and also sole,,'above a y;,rd in ]('Il!::th, but 
especially there is a great abundance of that kinde which the saua,~(.':-l 
call baccaloIJ or codfish"-down to the Yl'm 1620, as we have seen in 
the first anel second parts of this report, the intercourse of the French 
and English with the northerly seas of America was con,:;t;lllt; and ot 
all this were not the Puritans as well in formed as others? \ \" ere tlWY 
ignorant of what transpired in the ::\"cw \\" orId in the ten years immedI­
ately preceding their flight from England, and during the kll years of 

~ It is said, by writers of authority, that in the year 1560 the Dukh employed one thou· 
ennd ",,",,18 In their herring fishery; that the number in 1610 WlIS fifteen hundred; and that, 
Itt the time the l'i1gTlms embarked Il,r Am"riell, it was quite two thousund. These estimates 
I\re ,'xtnml~nllt !'nough, sur!'ly. 'Yhat shall Ill' thought (If Sir 'Walter Raleigh, who SICt the 
val"" uf thi, li"I,,'ry IIIlnually at £ 11l,IIOO.1I01l. (or nearly fifty millions of dollars;) or "j De 
"'icr, w\ ... 8aid that ,'\'ery fifth person in Hulland earned his subsistence by it 7 Yet such 
etlltl'IW'llt" w,'"" Ill'lill,,'d at the time, and their tfuth is contended fur now. 

Nor WIIS this the only fishing excitement of the PiI!;ri.rns' day. In 161:!, the Dutch Rent 
whale·ships to tllI' Greenland sells. but the British consid.ered them interlopers, and comp,'lhxl 
them to retire. The p'ar after, French, Dutch, and Sp.mish ships at Spitzberlown Wt're for­
bidden to fisb, hy the same "lords of tIll' seils." British whalers, as is stated, \\'I'llt arnled at 
this period, III 1(;1:1, the British Russia Company rt'el'ivt'cl a munopl,ly of the wbalt~ IIgb"r}", 
and the year followin~ a company in Holland obtained the same cxciusi,e right. In 161:-<, tbe 
contro,ersy between the British Illld Dutch, on tht! subject of the fisht!ries, terminated in a 
general war. 
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their residence in Holland? 'While among the Dutch they were neg­
lected, if not unkindly tre,tted, and became poor and unhappy. Many 
placcs to \\' hich to emigrate wcre ~entioned, and the advantages. ~"d 
disacJY<ll1tages of each were amply (hsc~sse(~. As soon .as the deCISIOn 
of the little Hock was made, some were dIssatIsfied and WIthdrew. The 
question arises, why did they decid~ to co~e t<;> America? .. 

I have no space to argue a questIon \\'hlch lTlvolves so many. mgUl­
ric:', but cannot forbear to state, in a K'w words, some of the pnncipal 
incidents which attended their coming to their "wilderness home." 
Omittinrr to notice the ~Iccounts of Amidas and Barlow, who explored 

b . f 
the southern coast of the United t'tntcs in 1554, under the auspices 0 

Sir Walter Raleigh. anel what is said of ~ir Richard Grenville's cxpe­
dition to the sam'e region the yC~lr following, as wi'll as the y[lrious 
other enterprises which, in scveral particulars, are pertinent to the sub­
ject, we come at once to the yoyag( -of (; osnold, in the year 1602. He 
was the first Englishman who sailed directly across the ocean, and the 
fir~t who attempkd to make a settlement within the limits of l\ew 
England. The story Clf his rrclVl'ntures was written by t\\'o of his 
assoc'i:ltcs, Archer and Brere!on, and publisbed in London'" immedi­
ately after his return. Of Brereton little seems to be known, but Gos­
nolcl and Archer \yere subsequently prominent among the early settlers 
of \' irginia, and bet\\'( '('n the latter ,mel the celebrated Smith there \\'as 
a long anel a elesperate quarrel. From Brereton's narrative, as \ycll as 
from the tr;Iets appended thereto, it appears that ILaIeigh \\'as the 
patron, pprhaps the origill:11 mover, of the enterprise. A", containing 
the (';!rliest infi)rmation of Massachusetts printed in England, thes~ 
popers are of great "aIue. The attention of merehimts, of fishermen, 
and of tho;;e ilJ1f'ITstecl in co[olliz;)tion, hitherto, and fix nearly a cen­
tury, (lir('cted exclusively to \"c\yfiJundbnd, was now to he diverted, in 
HllDe measure, to Ncw England. The results \\'ill appear as we pro­
gress. 

Arrived on our eoost, Gosnold onchored near land which he called 
"SllOal HOIH';" but, catchinrr a "Qreat store of eodti"h " he chanaed 

."'") l-.J 'b 
the name to Cape Cod.t While there, says Archer, "we saw sculls 
of herring, macken-I, and other small fi"h, in great abundance." Bre­
reton, 'whose account is more exact ond clcfil~ite, remarks with much 
earnestness upon most matters connected with our inquiries. "~llrdv, 

I am lj('r",uade~," he ()l)~('rv('s, "that, in .the mon!hs of March, A~prll, 
andl\lay, fluTc zs ujilin fIns coast bettcr )islnna', alld In as a'}'mt )'ll'lIrll as 
i:l l\TclZliJ/lililland;. for the sculls of maC'ker~l, herrings, l~cl, and otiler 
fish, that we dally saw as we \vent and came from the shore were 
w?nde~ful; ancl, besides, the places whe.re we took these l'od~ (and 
ml,sllt 111 a f~w. clays have laden our sl1lp) were but se\'en fathoms 
water, and wlthm less than a league of the shore, when in Newfound­
land they fish in forty or fifty lllthoms water, and far off." 

'!O pass t~e observatio~s which were recorded as they continued 
theIr exploratIOns, we find m the tracts appended to Brereton the pre-

* Republished in Colleetions of Massachusetts Historical So~irty, vol. t'.th of 3d serles. 
t ~rillee Ch~rles changed the name to "Cape James," in hOllor of his father- but Gos-

nold s appellatlOn has been preserved to the present time. ' 
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diction that, "jora.!mlIch as merchants arc diligent inquisitors after gains, 
tllc!) will soon remore their tradc from Newfoundland" to New EU(J'lalld, where 
t1:(>re is el better climate, ,greater security against the depredations of 
Plnltcs, and less expense for outfits, shorter voyages, and safer harbors. 
The writer, anticipating that a colony would soon be founded, predicted 
further, that thA ships of all the nations that" have been accustomed to 
repair unto the Newfoundland for the commodity of fi::;h and oils alone, 
will henceforth fi)l'sake" that island, "v,hen once "\ve have planted 
people in these parts; by whose industry shall be provided, for all com­
merce," the pruducts of the i"ca, "and many commodities bei'i(les, of 
good importance and value." Eighteen years elapsed; the Pil:;rims 
anchored ofr the same" :-:'hoal Hope," and settled this YC'ry country. 

Pring followed Gosnold, and explored the waters of Maim>, in Hi 11:3. 
He saw and named the Fox ii"lands, in Penobscot b;w, and found £;00<1 

mooring and fishing. Like Gosnold, he consi(ll'red" the fish ,,'hi~h he 
took there superior to those of j'\('wfoundbnc1. He made a Bl'cunJ 
voyage three years later; and Gtlf,l!ps remarks tlJ;lt his di>'l'uYc'ry of 
the eastern part of New England was perfect, and his account of it 
accurate. 

Waymouth, undrr the patronn.c:r of S(·tfT:II En~li.,!I noblen1E'n, and 
other persons of rank, c<lme in ItiOG. "A True Hdation" of his ad­
Venllln'S WelS \Yrilu:n hy James H(}~i(T, "a gC'lJtkrl1:111 employ,·(l in the 
YI'Y:lg('," and printed in London in the s:lme YC;Ir. He ;I.~n-"'s with 
tb()sl: W flO had prel '('I kd him in ('YeTY / ·ssl'ntial particll Lt r. ..:\ S ilwy 
dcpartr'd ff)!' England, they C;lllg]Jt vcry largf' fish; and he S;IYS that 
th( ,s,' on l)( ):1 rd of tJ](' ship, \v ho were fuuiliar with the bu;;inc:,s, "\\"(luld 
W(!lTant, (by the help of God,) in a ~hort YOY;lg", Il'ill! 1/ jill' glillt! .fi:;/{I rs, 
to /IIf1J.-r a wllre 11/'1!/iIIlUr TetUl'n ji'om hellce dum Ji'()JIl SI lI:!il/ilIdland; the 

.fish Iwing so milch greater, lJ1f/I'rj;;d, and ([b II II t/IIII o· willi truin," &I.·.~ . 
Two ye<lrs after \\"aymouth's return, Lord .John POpll<llll, cllll't .J11S­

lice of England, (i('()r~I' Popham, his brother, ~ir Ft'rclill:llId" (;"r~e;;, 
~ir Jolm Oill)('rl, his lll'lltlwr Hakigh Gill)('rt, (wl1O were )wpllt'\\,s of 
FiiI' \Valter H:d/·igh, <lnd, 1 suppose, sons of ~ir IIumplm·y GillJcrt, the 
oripinal p:ltent(',: of S('\\'fcJUlldlnn(I,) with oilJl'r .!,'(·ntlemcll of ("ll1siel­
er:ltion, d<'lt'nnined to plant a colony in Maine, and ill'ar the fishing 
gi'OUlJ(ls which, in the jlld.~Il](,llt of Prillg allel H(lsil'J', promised so!,'rcat 
rcwanls to aclycnturcrs. (~l'(lrgl' Popham "';1" appointed tlw l'rl'"idcnt, 
and Htllf'irrh (;ilhert admiral o( tIll' expedition. The uri!,'iu:LI design 
was 10 ~.ct;Je in tl1t' immediate vicinity of the island of ;\1(}u\lt','.!:lIl, in 
h 'u()hscot bay; but, abandlJllill,S this jJbn, a small island \\'as selected 
nt the mouth of the Kennebec, wllCrl' Popham and his associate's 
Iandl'll and commenced a settlement. Soon removing, ho\\'ever, to 
tlw main land, they built a fort, amI erected a storehouse and d\Yellins~· 
The (Jt.;lth of the two Pophams and of Sir John Gilbert, the return of 
Hakigh nilbert to England, the loss of the storehouse by fire, and 
other disappointments, di3couraged the colonists, and put an enJ to the 
cl1terpri:'e. 

• With larger lircrs-of course affording more oil. 
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The next voyage that claims our attention is that of Sml.tb,· (so often 

mentioned as the father of Virginia,) who came to MaIlle in 1614, 
cauaht forty-seven thousand fish within twenty leagues of Mohegan, 
ani' explored the coast from Penobscot to Cape Cod .. The result ~f 
his observations was published in London, in .1616. ThIS work, "wnt 
with his oune hand," was of greater pretensIOns than the tracts of the 
associates of Gosnold and Waymouth. He devotes whole pages to 
the subject of fishing, and argues, as the previous voyagers had done, 
fhat the seas of New England were far preferable to those of New­
foundland; and he labors the point, and repeats it even to tediousness. 
He institutes comparisons betwee~ the fishing grounds of ~he tW? re­
gions; and all the details respectmg the necessary wood, Hon, pItch, 
tar, nets, leads, salt, hooks and lin~s, and articles of provision, are given 
with great minuteness. Smith perceives, indeed, that he must excuse 
himself to his readers, and thus apologises: "But because 1 speak so 
much of fishing, if any oue take me for such a devout fisher, as I dream 
of naught else, they mistake me." 

In reading the accounts of Archer, Brereton, Rosier, and Smith, the 
thought has often occurred to me that, for some reason or other, the 
writers owed l\'"ewfoundland [I sort of spite, and were determined to write 
that island down, and to write their favorite country up. Smith, I think, 
especially strives to accomplish this end. He was a man who left his 
mark everywhere. He had roved over Europe, and had fought on the 
side of Austria against the Turks; and he was now fresh from J ames­
town, and the preservation of his life by the beautiful Pocahontas still 
excited the public mind. His romantic adventures, his chivalrous 
character, and his energy of purpose, gave him commanding influence. 
He had set his heart on founding a colony in "North Virginia," (as 
New England was called until his voyage in 1614,) and seems to have 
thought that he could best accomplish his design by dwelling upon the 
stlperior advantages of its coasts for fishing. "If Newfoundland," he 
reasons, "doth yearly freight near eight hundred sail of ships with a 
silly, lcan, skinny, PooT-John, and cOT-fish," and those who adventure 
there "can gain, though they draw meat, drink, and clothes," and all 
the necessary gear and outfits, from "second, third, fourth, or fifth 
hand, and from so many parts of the world, ere they come together to 
be used in this voyage;" and if "Holland, Portugale, Spaniard, French, 
or other, do much better than they," why doubt of success in goin a to 
New England, "where there is victual to feed us, wood of all sort~ to 
build boats, ships, or barques, the fish at our doors, pitch, tar masts 
and yards t" " Of all the fOUT paTts of the world that I have yet s~en " h~ 
observes, "not inhabited, I should rather live here than anywhere." , 

His publications on the subject of New Ena land were numerous. The 
third, or fourth, was printed in 1620, and treated of the" successe of 
twenty-six ships" employed in fi8hinO' there" within these six yeares·" 
and the last, published in 1631, (th~ year of his death,) gave an a~-

*Captain John Smith was born in ~incolnshire, England, in 1579. He was au adventurer in 
~lfo8t every part of the world. . HIs. eeveral works on American colonization are of great 
. a ue. Fo~ hiS servu:es and suft'enngs ill the New tv orId he received no recompense. He di d 
ill London, ill 1631. e 
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?ount;?f ,., the yearely proceedings of this country in fishing and plant­
lUg," rrom 1G14 to 1630. 

'Vh:]t conclusions may we fairly draw from these facts? In the 
second part of this report we have seen that at the very time the Pil­
grims embarked, Q company chartered by James chimed the sale 
m\'Ilersbip of the Amel~·C<1.n se ,1.,':; , and that a great excitement existed 
tn EtI,~[;If!J in (")II~e(luence of this monopoly; and ,ye hayc here seen 
that accounts of Gosnold's voyage had been printed ei!!bteen, and of 
\Vaymoutl!'s fifteen 'ye'Ir.~. Is it p(Js~ihle to escape the conviction that 
our t~thers knew and acted upon a kno,vIedge of all thc:"c thinas? 
That tlwy Wi;rc in p(Js:'CS:~i{Jll of 8111ith's map, and some uf hi" hooks, 
we have hi" own express declaration; "'hile in his last ,York, published 
eleven years after their settlement at Plymouth, he s1'(';d;:" of their 
"t/I ill!. illg !o fill de " matters" better than Ite /z(ld adriscd tltem;" and he 
evidently plumes 11imself upon the idect that he had becn an l'fficient 
instrument in Iii 1'1 'CtilIu their (~migration to the land II(' had praised so 
lIlUCh, and had slrivcn cu h:nd to people. In the ch<lpkr headl'd 
"nl:w England's yl'arly tri;d,,--Tlw planting nt'\\' PJilllOLllll-SUP­
pris:ils prr·vl'll1cd-Tlwir WI JIl de rfLl 1 imlu"try and fishin!!," he dis­
cour~I'" ;Ibout till' En,!.,di"h ,,11ip~ tb:,t h;,d m;lIk "('sCl'l'din,~ glJ()(1 Yo\,­
rlP"I'S" on t.lle CO:lst; ;llllI :Jlld,..;, ":1"'llliu~"ly, u" the fl'''lIltS prl)(\ucnl J~y 
tl)l'ir ,qj('CI''';S, tlwl ";11 1;1:-;1, 1l1'{)11 tIJl','-'l' illllllCIIIIClIts, ::'0111(: w,-'ll-llisposc'd 
Brounisl":,* :IS they ;111' 11::11'111<'<1, \,"ilh ":llIllC gl'utlcmen awl llIlT"hants 
of L:J}dl'lI :lIIrl ,\1I1,.:1"rd:llll, tu ";1\'1' clwrgt's, ,Yllldd try their oune l'{)IJ­

clwiilJ/1S, tlIl)ll,~11 with gll';ll ill:-':'" ;md much llli.,('ril', till tjull' had hught 
t!J('1Il to ~;I'I' tlwir IlLIIll' crrur; filr sueh hUlllori,,1,; will 1II'\'('r 1",ln'\"1' 
well, till t1wy IlI'l' 1)I';Itc'n with tlwir nunc [(JlL" In Ihe next eLarkrs 
he rl'I('[8 to tlll'ir prusperous condili'lll, (lG:2-1,) amI :<:IY,,: ":--':iIK'l' llll'.\' 
lIa\(' m:llle a salt ,Yorl,l', when'\\'ith t1ll'y 1'1'(':-'1'[\1' :dl tlw fish they 
ta].;:(', and JI;I\'(' fi'aug-hted this )'l';UT ;1 ship of :111 hUl1llrL'll and finn ~clm; 
tun, li\';II,'!; "II \\'lll, tlwj' desire nothing Illlt llllll'l' CII[JI]':IflY; ,1\1(1 \\"hal­
t'\'l;!' trwy take, returne eOll1modoties to the ";IIue." The deel:Jr:ltions 
of this di:'.tin,L!.lli::dll'd pilllll'l'l' of ciyiIiZ<l!ioll in tbis hl'Il1j"1'1]('re arc en­
titled til rC"JiI'I'l, and in almost (tIlY other ca.sc ,\'lmld be cUllsidcleu as 
cOllclu"i n~" 

But tiIere is other l'yidt'w,:c. \\' (':stlm, an English merchant engLlged 
it! the fisheries, wlm 800H after the settlement of Plymouth attempted 
to f(mud a ri\'al colony at V/l'Ylllillllh, and \"'HI came in person to New 
Enaland to coO'eet the irn'nularitic:s of his tlshermen, had much influ-o , .... 
CIIIT in directill,l.!' tIle ,drlil's of the PilgTim~, and in selecting the place 
to which they ::;i1nulcl ITlllllVC' from Holland. He made them an ad­
vancl' in m(lt~e\', enaaaecl to ll)'O\"ide \'('ssl'ls for their \"0,';1:":(', and ad-

• ~ 0 ' '_ 

vised them to come to that part of America with ,vhich he kl'pt up an 
ilitt'l'l'lIllrSI', ";IS for other rl':t:'lJllS, so clii(jly for tlw 1101'c 0/ pnscnt profit 
to be marie by ji~ltillg." And, bl,:,illc,;, wc know that they entered into 
a sort of copartnership indenture with merch<lnt8, who, like \\'eston, 
madc tJll'lll ativ:llICl'S, and agreed to allow these merchants a share or 
tbc ti.-uits of their industry. L Thi8 indenture proyide8 in terms for the 
pros(,cution I d' the fishcric's LInd the employment of fishermen; and the 

,------

• Que of the names of the Puritans. 
7 
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d II h 1 k b 1 W " bought for the 1'11rrpolre Elf Sllee we .-t ~t cr~zy" ea 1. ~H- ao ~ y-

complying with dus StIpulatIOn, " " " 
Still further. And to settle the fjuestlon, we ~ay refer ,to, A bIlef 

Narrntive of the trlle grounds and caus,;s of the fjr~t ,pla~tmg of Ne~ 
England," by Edward \Vinslow, one of the D!0st (h8tll1gUl8h~d o~ t~elr 
number, and who succeeded Bradtord as theIr governor. No ong,mal 
copy of this tract is supposed to lle in America? but a ,few year& sm~e 
the Rev, J\Ir, Ellis, of Charlestown, fbund one In a pnnted volume Jl} 

the British museum, copied it for the Rev. Dr. Ymmg, who has placed 
it in the" Chronicles of the Pibrrims." 

Winslow, in this narrative, ~pe"ks of an interview belween
d 
~ing 

James and the aaents of the Puritans ,,,ho went over to Engbn from 
Leyden in 1613 fo solicit his comli'nt to their going to America. The 
monarch asked them, •. Whnt profit mi,~ht m'ise 1" He was answered 
in a sinrrle word-" Fishin fT ." Whereupon Jamep- replied: "So God t:l ,..') 1 , 11' "t 
have my s()ul, 'tis an hone8t trade; 'twas the ApOllt.~e sown ea mg. 

Ciln anything be more conclusive? . ' 
Havinrr arrived in the country "W Inch they hnd sLlcflficeu so much 

to reacb,t:l(though north of the place of tbcir llestination 011 leaving HoI· 
land,) wbat did the Pilgrims do? 

• The partners of the Pill,(rilUs in Englan.l "'I're nllmt'l'IIll" They made a ",mdhional sa1e­
of tlJdr rnten'"t in the prop"rt)- at PlrlLlouth m Odobet, Ifj'lG, whicb WlL" completed in 1627, 
The l'ontrad was betm'l'n IKlLal\ Alkrtoll, agent of the Plymouth ~'1tl('rR, ~l)(l forty,two per­
sons, who "tylp themsI'll'''>; "adventmer" to N,'w l'IYlllouth, in l\l'1\' Engh])(l, in Ameriea," 
GovPITlor ) :rlldforol, in commenting upon th(1 tl'rllls of 1~" bargain, says that" ''i',' were bound 
then,hy 10 «,rii-it thirty sllilIings a w,·.,k for o\'(')'y m'"k that w,' failr-d of dlw parment" at the 
times "I,,',·ifiell. Thl' pnrehase money was £ 1,000 sterling, in instulments of £200 lUllluallJ, 
"on the feast day of St. Mil'lllld." 

tThe "l\[I',t"l-lPR, MOl'lllitit'A, Farces, and Sotties" of the Rom1\1l ('burch could not haw 
been unlm",;'n to Kiug.J ames, Some account of them is preser'l'ed in the "Cl1rio~itieB of, . 
Literature." -

.. It appearR," Rap D'Tsraeli, .. tbut the Pilgrims intl'OdllCf'o. the,,, de,out Olpect;wles. TholH! 
who ["('turned from the II"ly Land, or other ('oll,pnlttt~<l phln's, COIDp",,'<1 ('llntides of their 
travek ,n,,1 alllll'l,,1 their religious fancies hy i:lknl'l',wing sCt'nes, of which Christ, the Apos­
tles, ond other objects of uevotion, sened as the Ull'mes," He n<marks further, that" these 
8pect<1('I.·, oPI'W,.J as the amusement and the instruC'tiun of the ppople. So att["lIet;vc were 
these grnRR exhibitiollB in the dark ages, that they tunned one ,)f thl) prillt'ipal ornaments of 
tbe r~t"'J,ti"ll which was given to prillt"" when tl1('Y ent"red (o,nl.'. 'Vhell the mysteries wore 
perfunnl'u at a IDort' ill1jJl'\)Yl'd period, tllf' aefors Wf'r<l distinguisbed characters, and fre­
quently ('unsisted of ,·,'el,'~iI!8tieS of the neighboring l-illages, who incorporated theillse]veIl 
ulJ(!!'r the title of Confreres de La Passion," 

,John Bouehpt infimDs UR that he saw Oil" of these mysteries performed at Poitier~ in great 
trIUmph and splendor, and tbat lIlo,t of the latHes and geutli'ml'n of the neighborillg' countries 
were present. It was .'alied "The Nativit.y, Passion, and Hesurrection of Chl'ist," Another 
of .tbe mysteries hU,tl t4n' its subj .. ~t the I'lc~tiun of an apostle to supply the p}l\ce of the 
traItor Judas. In thIS, Anne und CaJapbus urc mtrotluced, t'unmrsing about St, Petet' and St­
John: 

"Allnf', I remember them once very honest people, They huve often brought t.heir fish i'O 
my hOllS" to sell." 

"Caiaplw.s, Is tbis true?" 
"Anne, Br God it is tr,ue: my servants remember them very well, To live more at their 

ease (.hey Jeft off tbe busmesB; ~r perhaps ~hey were in want of clletomers, Since that timtJ 
they bave folluwed Jesns, that WIcked heretIC, who has taught them magic: the fellow und _ 
stands ne?rumaney, and is tbe greatest magiciall alive, as fur !IS Romc itself." er 
~cc?l:dm~ to Lord, Wo?dho~B~le,e, (late professor of l·ilil history, !lnd Greek and Hebrew 

an.tlqlUtles, III ~be Umvorslty of Edmburgb,) these mysteries were the first dramatic. rep1'6IIellt­
!alOns, known III Eu;ope, ~~ey wer~ acted, ho says, in his UniYersal History, by tbe ID!lllks 
III t~elr ch~rches, rhe~ ongmated III the 12th, century, and continued to be performed in 
E,n~~lit;Id even to the 1lith century, In th~ reign of Henry th::; i-lth, tho Bishop of London 
prohibltt!d the pel'forlllunce 'of uny plays 01' mterludos in churohes or chapels, 
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The tecords of -their sojourn at Cape G~d-the "Shoal Hope" of 
Gosnold-show that they were not only allXIOUS fo settle on the coast, 
but on such particular parts of it as would afford them the surest re­
wards for searching the seas.* 

:'\othing in our history is more certain than this; but I have not room 
to go into the evidence. Their good pastor, Robinson, who was the 
soul of the undertakin/!, never joined tlwm; hut his SOllS did; and as 
one of them settled at Cape Ann, and another fixed his abode at :,citu­
ate, we may conclude that they designed to follow the" hone:"t trade" 
of fishing. We may close the discussion with tIle sentiment that our 
fisheries should be dear to the American people because of the h<111uwed 
n;IIIH'S connected with their origin, and should be thought \yolthy of 
national protection for this reason alone. 

True to their inde.1ture with the English merchants, we are now to 
find that the Pilgrims embarked at once in tlw fislwries. 

Singular to observe, early in the spring after tlwir arri v:11 an Indian, 
to tlwir "no sman amazement," (',lllH' ]Joldly in illll"Dg them, and said: 
"Welcome, Englishmen," in their own languag(·. His n::unc was 
Sall1()c;ct. He WilS f()llowr:d in a tl:W d::IYS ]IY another, who was calkd 
SqU<Lllto, or Tisquantum. Doth had J 11'1;\1 ;((:Iluainted \\itb the English 
who had fished on lhe co;!:.:t, and could en'\l tell tbe nalllt:" of the maf'­
ter,.; :=lJ1d fi,.;IWl'lIH'lI of the C'1,ip~. TIll.' bltl'r, indel'd, hnt! ])('(,11 c:rrried 
to England by a vessel that fi,.;hcd at ;\tonhc,t!;lll. ;11111 bad li\('d \yjth 
l'l Lond()1i JlJf'l'cbant two yl·;Ir.~. ~lluanto C'1'I\L·d them fitithfully till 
tile ('nd of bis life. He instructed them in the maImer of (;Ikillg fish, 
ofpb!llillg corn, aDllofmanuring the ground with alcwivn:,; and acted 
as their gllide ill their .iIJurrwys. 

In the spring of I(i:!2, the settkrs \H'[C in a fiurllshing condition. 
Fortunatt·ly u. l)o;lt from OIH' of \\<I'stoll'S fishing \"('0',;1'1,.; (tIll' ~l':IlT(r\\') 
e,me into the harhor, and gan' inflmnatioll th;,t thirt)· EI1!,.:Ij~h "hips 
W('IT then ClI.g:lgTd in making Ii.Lres at l\Il)nhc~;[Jl. Edward \Yill"!II\'( 
dq):ll'tcd irlllllt,(fi:llely for llmi i:,d:md to pn)('urt':1 f;Upl'!Y oi'prm'isillll". 
'l'lw fishermen had no load tn spare, ;Illd re!iJsecl to sdl, but freely g:lye 
sufficient til relieve the l'fI 's~illg' w;llIis of their Plymouth I,rethren; 
rt'gITtting, f;;ry:-; \Vinslo\\', that tlleir ::;t()rt' \\-as small, and that tlwy 
could I1l1t C'l:I'ITC'S their lon' hy ;r mnrt' liberal contribution. He re­
turlled with :111 cOII\'l'nil'lIt SPI'I'll. "I ti1uI1l1," he remm].;.", ., the state 
of the colony much weaker t1wn when I left it: tor till now \H' were 
lIe\Tr without SOIllC bread, the want \dH'rcof much abated tIl/' strength 
a.nd flesh of some, and f;wclled nthers." To answer the char!lC' of 
n('gligl'[l('(' in suflering extn:'l11l' destitution in a country rl'presellkd to 
n bound with fish and f(I\\'1, he adds: " Fur though ollr boy alld ends 
(NrC Jidl of vass and otluT fish, yet, Jor/CiUll C!/J!l and stro;':g sell/res and 
ot/ur netting, tltey, fin· the most part, brake through, alUl carriCiI all fllCi') 

b10fe tltem. ANd tlwugk tlte sea leac full of cod, !Jet ICC had llCitlicr tac/,;-

• Aftl'r th,' Pilgrim/! had held a solemn consultation respeeting their fin:tl ~l'ttJ,.lllt'nt, a part 
of them w"n' llis!,,,,,,',1 W "'It'ct II. 1"111'" which tht'y called Cold Harbur, (bt'tweell Truro flnd 
'Vt'llfll'l't, I 'al't~ Cotl;) beClLUSf\ mnon:,! other thill!,!R, "it sf(,11lt'd to o./fcr some ar/ffullf/!!ni both 
for rDhate and rvr/:/ishl'ry," ()tht'r~" insisted Ilrat tllt'y should proceed about tWl'uty ll'fl,,<'llt's 
further, til a plR ... o l'all"d AgaIVam, (n\lw Ip~wicB,) " harbQT w/'icJ, was k~olOn II} fishermen lolt() 
IuuI. .UII QII tile coiUl." 
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ling nor halscrs for our shallop,~. And, indeed, had we not be~ in a 
place where divers sort of ~hell-fish are, that m~y be taken wIth the 
ham1, we must have peri5hed, unless God, had raIsed som~ unknuyvn 
or extraordin,lry means for our preservatIon." These are ~nterestmg 
bcts, and afford us accurate Imow1edge of what was, passm~ on the 
fishing grounds of M,jil:t', as ,ydl as allo~y us to chromcle an lllstan:e 
of praiseworthy hU,mal1lty on ,the pa~t ot the ,fishermen, and explam 
the C,lllt'C'S of the dIstress for food wInch prevmled at Plymouth. 

'Yhile thus d f'stitute, the Charity and the S\van, two other of "\tVes­
ton's ships, entered the ha~'bor, "yi1.h some fifty, or sixty men, '\vho, re­
lates "~inslow, "\\'(,re HTl'lved mto our town WIth whatsoever courtesy 
our mean condition would afford." 

The calamities of the Pilgrims were not at an end. In 1623, with­
out relief from ahroad, tllly ,,'ere red U('f '11 to a sjngle boat; "and tha~," 
\nites the quaint Hubbard, "none of the best." Yet ',' it u;ns the ]7T1Il­

cipnl ,mpJlort r!/r/t('ir lil'('8," for "it helped them to Imp,l'OV,e t~e net 
wherewith they took a multitude of ba:,s, 'v hich "was the1r lIvelIhood 
all tlwt \"C;'Ir." "Ff'w countries," he continues, "haye this advantage. 
Snmt->tin1es fifteen hundred of tlH'm have been stopped in a creek, and 
ta,ken in a tide. But when these failed, they used to repair to the 
cLllDrhnnks, (li'.!'.!ill'.! ()n the shores of the sea for these fish." ~eal's 
[lI'c()unt i:'i :-imibr. '-It ic; ('tTI'lin that they puc;;;;e;-;sed but one boat, and 
one net. ~~uch "\\,I'rC their resources to pre-H'nt absolute starvation; 
and (1S they "preael a P;lrt of the fish they caught upon their corn lands 
as mam1T!', tIll')' \yn, , l'nmpf'lltod to watch these fidcls at night, during 
seed time, to ]']'(':,wrve them from the deprecbtions of wolves. 

TIll' (lll]Y }H'ople He;lr tJ1I'1Il wne \Y,'slon's fi"hermen at \Veymouth. 
But in the e"ur~(' of th(' Y";lr, the colony there was abandoned. Some 
perishc(l of hunger; one ,~xhaustcd his little strength in era wling to a 
clam bank, and di,"] upon it. Of the sur\'ivors, a part subsistt'(l by 
ste:ding hom the Indians, and others endeavored to reach Monhegan, 
lhen('(' to f.'mbark fix Englnnd. \Veston, hearing of these disasters, 
a nd anxious to ;ISl'crtain the condition of his aif..'lirs, came over in one 
of his own fislling Yess('];;, ,1i":,'.!,ui"L,d as a blat'ksmith. He was ship­
\\TlTkec1, stripp,~d by the Indians, and barely escaped with his life. 
~tr;ll1ge are the vicissitudes of human condition: he, the English mer­
chant, who, in the day of his prosperity, h;1(1 been the adviser and 
prltron of the we,lry ,mel stricken Pilgrims, now presented lllmself be­
fore them at Plymouth, in garments borrowed to cover his nakednes3, 
a broken and ruined man! 

T?e period (If extreme n.'oed.soon passed away. In 1624 they sent 
a &Illp to England laden WIth fish, cured with salt of their own manu­
facture, and the year fc)llowing despatched two others with fish and 
furs; but one, "when near the E~1g1ish coas~, was captured by the Turks. 
In 1626 they opened a tra,d~ WIth the fisbmg vessels at Monhegan, and 
commenced voyages to dIfferent parts of Maine to procure tish and 
furs; an? two years later, \ve find them selling both corn and the pro­
,?-ucts of the ~ea ~o the Dutch on Hudson's river. Meantime, the 
lrregular and hc~ntlOus course of the English fishermen upon the coast 
~ad been stated 111 terms ?f earnest ,complaint by Governor Bradford, 
111 a letter to the counCIl that claImed the country and its fishing 
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grounds. Meuntime, too, \Vest, commissioned bv tbis council to levy 
a tax upon vessels that were found fishin,~ or tradin,(;! 'within the limits 
of their doma.ins, had appeared at Plymouth to execute his duties; but 
unn ble either to collect tribute money, or to obtain a recocynition nt' the 
rights of his principals, he had departed the seas, ins~lted and dis­
comfited. 

The Pilgrims may have built their first vessel in 164-1. Their cir­
cum"tanccs considered, this was an afElir of greater moment than the 
(:IJlJ"r ruction of a first-cluss packet-ship at the present time. This 
barque was of but forty or fifty tons, and the cost was estirm.tecl at 
only £200; yet there were thirteen mnlCrs ;lId a buildillcr-('l)ljJtlli1f('L~ 
of iimr. The name has not been prcsen·ed. TIlt' snmc. :(':Ir, :\fr. 
John Jenny was allowed certain privilege,s at Clarke's islaud, t" m:lke 
salt, which he was to sell to tht' inhabit; mts ;11. two ~II i IIi ll.!2 c' t lw bu,;jJel; 
and" the herring wear was let f(n' three YC:Ir.- to three persons, who 
are to deliver the shares of herrings, allli to rC('C'i\'(' (IIII' ,,!lillill!2 <InrI 
si\l)('tlcC' flw thousand for their tremhle." Still turther to promotl' the 
manufil.cture of sa.lt, the use IIf thirty acres (If land, at the i,~hlld, V;:t,.: 

gnlUtcJ, ill IG42, "to tIle fiv(' IJ:I,rlllt'l'~, ft)r t\\'CII1Y-'lI)(, }'(';trs ;" :tll(l 

about tlte same time, ]1':1\'(' was gin'lt I" \Viliiam P;t,idy :till I Johl1 
H,;w,'s to erect fic'ltilJg-sl:lg(',; ;It a placc which yet r<'l:linc; t!1<' llalHC of 
" ~1; we Point." 

l'r~\'i(!ll" til IG50 the people of Hull "'ITe :lllll\\"([ to seine fi",h at 
C:qH' Cod; but SDlll(' irreguhritil's 1t:l\ill.!! 1I"('UIT('d, the 1'lyllJOUlh 

(,(Jurt P:IS""rl an CIrcler IIf illlndicrion, ,mel lilll:ted tIl<: fislll'r~' tlJ('rt' til 
Il('r,~(H1s lwlollgillg to tilt' 1,/Wll" of Plymouth, DU:>.:1HI ry, alHl \';111'-1(, 

under restrictions intended 10 insure at! "urderly Cllur"(' in tlte 11I;llI'l,c;'­
mellt of it." 

~ltl).i('('1 to continual ;11111(IY;III('(' ;lIlt! interruption l)y tIl<' fj"lwrmell (II' 
:!\b,~,acllUs('tts, the ('(lint, in J (i(i", dinT1"tl t11:l1;1 (,(lI11ll1uni('ation SllOUi(l 
1)(' :-<"lil to till' g(J\TrIlIIJ('llt or that ('oIIlIl}''' to rt"III<',~1 thclll to I;d,,' S('lnr~ 
('1Ii-du:,1 (':11'<' till' til(' restraint <if tbis ;11Ills(', :IS much ;1'" III:I\' Iw." TlH' 
properly :It Plymout.h \\';1" ., r:ltcd" the S;IIIIl' Y(':Ir. All ,;'L';(III.S "('n­
g;lg('d ;ti)fllli fi,.;hing" \\'(')'(' "valued ;It t\\'(l1ly pound::; (',;t;Iti'," TIJi" 
\\':1"; IJi.~h; ill:lSllluch as E(hvarJ (:r;IY, ",ll<lst' "t( Ick in (Jade \\~;j'; tll'~ 
IWI",t v:till:tl,l(" \Vel:; r:llt'd (lilly "si:>.: ,,(',11'1' poullds." 

III 1(;70, a valuation \\";le' made of til(' "li,.:!I-Ln:lt,;," and f;mr were: 
(·"tim:ll(',l at t\\'('ll1y-li\'(' pounds l'Dch, Tho'lgb c:dlt>J JI<I:lt;o;-:IllJ 
I "lll'pnse without d('ck::;-m;1l1Y, probably, '\'I'rt: of "t'HT:l1 tOll:' 1)lU'­

den, and could lx, s;lidy \'llll'loyed at a dist:lw'(' ti'om "hore. The 
fi"heri( 'S, at this period, \\'( ,/,,' considered as well established, and were 
s!t';ldily and profitably pursued. 

Fifiy )T;lro; had 1If,weI:'p;--('(1 since the :"cltkmcl1tofPlymouth. The 
COLlntr.'., 1':lC'k from the :"(,:l, was yet a \\'iJd(,rtl<'~". A ,QC!l\'l";~ltinll, burn 
in flit' colony, baJ attained manhood. Heliginus \\'()r,.;hip \\':1" llllin­
t;lilwd ill all the t()\\"Ilf;, but there \\"l'rl' no public :'C\t()(Ii,.:. F('\\' (If the 
!\f:tyfl(/\\t'/" Pilgrims were then ;din'; amI the numuerof(,due:ltcd ]It'r-
8<1l1~~ was ~111:111. A propn,.;ition had been made, :1:3 appears by tllcl,r(l­
c(,(,difl,!.!;s of the court, to provide "choolmasters "to tr:un up children to 
r"';ldillg ;)lld writillg;" hut without rt'~ll]I'" The profits ()ftltc lll;u'l,ert,l, 
bass, and herring fisheries at Cape Cod, ,vere no\y gralltl'J to found a 
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FREE SCHOOL; and in 1671, under John Morton as teacher, and T~om[ls 
Hinckley as st('w;tl"11 of, the fu~d, ~uC'? a school was o~~ned III the 
colony. This is a most mterestlllg wCldent: t.he C~pe ," hlch, afforded 
the fiJ'~t shelll'r to the filthers, supported the first public semmary for 

the education of the children! 
.!\forton, who was a nephew of the :,('cretar), of th~ colony, proposed 

merf'ly to tea(,h tll(' youth of one tmvn "to read, w~lte, a~J to cast ac: 
('ount~." But a grammar-school was soon establIshed m Plymouth, 
and senT;!l were actually in operation in other places as early as the 

year 1(j~O. 
. The fisheries, I conclude, were considered public property, and,were 
generally leased to individual:; for the benefit of the cnlony, or at par­
ticuhu towns. The subject of" J't'llts" and of " profits" is ~o,ntinually 
referred to in t1](' H'cllnls, and ord crs to grant lea,ses to petltHln:rs, or 
to protect }e,,:·Wf''' in the f'n,ioynwnt of the privileges stip~lated III the 
covenants with them, are of ti'ef1l1i '!It occurrence, An 1 m1m::mce of the 
btt,'!" description of ('xlrc'llle scvnity was pass('11 in 107S-the ('ourt 
directinn- that all fisllinn- "f':':'I,ls not \wlonQinn- to the colony should be ,.., u '--' 0 ... 

seized lor public usc by \"arrant hom the governor, or one of hi~ as-
sistants, and tlull the II ',;,,1 '('S lif t hi' {"Illony fisheries should be entitled 
to dam[lgcs, to be paid tllt~m out of the proceeds of tIl\' H'ssl,ls seized 
and eoufi,;('nl\'l1. The pellple- of l\Ias.-:achusetts were alone exempted 
ii'om tIlE' penalties of this c'.trenll' nlP:'S/lrI'. 

Handolph, the first collector of the Cll:,toms of Boston, gave a genernl 
alTUm]t of the diffl~rent !\CW England colonies at this penod, [lnd gaill 
of "N(,\' Plymouth" that tbe people \\Tn, principally" !iunwrs, gra­
zicrs, :tnd fishermen ;" that there wl're "very f;~w merchants, they being 
supplied \vith ;,J1 /i)rcign cllmmotloties from Bilston;" and that "they 
have no ship" of burtlen, lmt only small ketches and hlrkes, to trade 
along the (,lIa"t, and t~lke fish." 

The cololl.v of Plymouth w:,s unitel1 with Massachusetts by the 
charter of ,;Yilliam and Mury in 169:2, and a sqJL1rate llOtiee ofib fish­
eries ;IITordilJ~ly ce:lses at that (btl, . 

. J ohn Alden'~. ill!' ~ast of the P!lgrim band, died only five years prc­
"ylOui'~Y, H~ hH,<1 10 America slxtY-S('Y('n yen}"s; and in every admin­
Istratwu dunng the whole time III' participated in puulic affairs. 

~'o H'g;ml his ('onn.exion with our subject us merely official, his re­
lations commenced Wllh the first, nnd terminated only with the bst, of 
the incidents that I haye hlTe r('coHll'l1. But vie lul0w, l:l€:::ides, tbat 
his private interest in the" wealth of seas" and in general trade was 
often extt'lt:-,iVl'. 

SuffIcient, hns now been sait! to show the general course of affmrs 
:u~lOng our b,thl'n, and to connect the b~'anch of industry under notice 
With some of the most hallowed llilmes 111 our annals. l\Iark ADt~})1y,,* 

~ The ROm!~nR, l~~e the Egy~tians, CH.rried the art of rearing H1lh tn· great penl'lCtion; and 
almost f'l"Hry l'lch (,It\Z''~ had a tish.poud. At some of their foasts a thulisand of the choicesll 
fishes were set upun thel~' tables; and at a supper given to ViteUiW! hy his brothel', thQre walt 
<l.l)~ble tha~ num?er provldel~ for .the guests. It WitS !l custom, at one time, to carry the dol, 
p~n to th~lr eutmg-rooms ahve, III order to glut their eyes lYith the ehaDgos of its color whim 
dYIll,g. 'Ihey ~'~l'e".pe~'haps, the most sensual and ImmrilWs ponple who have eyer lived. 
,{helt gormaudlZlllg habits may be seen from the circumstance of JuJillJ! Calsar's haying. tllok.~ 
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who was a keen 'fisher, was told by Cleopatra to " leave fishing to us 
pelty princes of Pharos and Canapus." Leave it, js the sentiment of too 
many of our countrymen, to "the ignorant, the superstitious, and the 
a:npmvident;" 3[1(l a single remark mor.e may not, therefore, be ill­
tlmed. 

Bradford and Winslow, both of whom were governors, with Alden, 
SWtH/i"h, Br('\v~ter, Allerton, ond Howland, as associotei', ·were not 
only lc";~f:(';; of fisheries, but of the whole commerce of the colouy for a 
term of yenri'_ 

These were oil )byflowcr Pilgrim3, and all signers of the compact 
at Cape Cod, bet;m~ tile landing, in which the great principle that the 
"' m;].iority shall govern" is recognised. Of Allerton, indeed, ,YC may 
speak as of a rCU:1llar dealer in fish and furs, since we find that he owned 
vc'O'sd:::, c'onducted a tidlery at l\brblehead, made \'Uy,lg(~S to different 
parts <Jf Maine, established a tradilJg-bousc f,lr within territory claimed 
as Acadia, and in Conllecticut received products of the sea jt)r :"ale on 
a share of the profits. In fine, he was one of the most active ond en­
terprising men (If hi" (lay, ;]nd, though devoted t.1 tradl', was ,·lJlployed 
tn arranging the most difficult CIll1ccrns of the c"lullY Loth at bome and 
in Englund. To C[(l"'" the ocr-an t\\'() c{'uturies ago was a mnttcr of 
vast r;1011wnt, hut Alkrlllll vi"ited the country of hi~ birth no 1(',.:" than 
tiv(' tirrJ(':-\ in tIl<' hrief space of jour years_ 

~1j('11, ill t'''lwlu~ioll, \\'<'1",' somf' of thl' men who d('\'otp(l time and 
t<dcnts ttl a busrrness iit (luly {(Jl' "the j,~Ij(JrLlflt, the wl'e[stilious, and 
the improvident." 

II vomit bef.'re snppillg with Cic"I'tI, dl .. I,,'tkr to mak(' an ('norman, l1I .. al. "-IH'U one of th~ 
8t"ie, Haw til" workH of LueulluR 011 tlH' "':I<'o/\.,I-tll<> iHlIlH'IJ"" ('('lIurs an.1 V!luit" li.,iI'ponds 
and I'<',,'rmirs, which h .. hud <,ou,truet,'d-I,,' {'all.,.! IlilU .. X,'/'",,,, in a gO\\ll." Awl ('uto, t.he 
("A'Ut.;or, i .. ('oltlplalllil1g of hit-i t'tlllllt r,'-II 11'11 , Ruitl, H It Wa~ U lUll'll uluttel' t;. sU"'e l~PIIJI' frolll l~linr 
wb"11 a liHh WIlR Rold tur more than 811 ox." 1'1", HOIDun ,'rnpl'rllr I-:la~akllu8, a",'ording to 
(lihboll, "would li('\"(']' "ilt ,,·,,·Ii,h ,'x""pt at a gr.eat. <li.,tatH·'· frolll the 8('". He tben would 
dist,riltutl' ,'<I,'f, 'lllilIJrili,·, .. f tu" ml· ... 'r , .. rt,', hrvllght 1I11l11 iIUIlIt'IlSI' t'XP"IlH", '0 tn., 1"""'llllt~ 
of tI", illiantl <'llllilt-ry." ·Marc Autoll)" i, "Ilid tv Im"c gi\"('n the hous" of a HOlUlill ciliull to II. 

" .. ok who 1')I"'l'ar,"[ j~11' him a good Sllpjll'l'. 

SOIlI,' of the mOHt l'millent warrillr~ untl statpsmen were extravagnlltly fond of fishing. An­
tllny Was 011" of tllt'H". 'I'll<' rt'lllal'k 'luoted in the text is to IJ<' found io Plutareh, who relatilil 
the followilll,( story: "Hi' \l'aH fishing 0111' .Iay with ('I,·ol'"tra. and had ill SH'T"SS; whil'h, in the 
pr""'I"'" of his mist I',·,,,, II<' look,'<1upoo as a diHl!ral·... He thereillre unlered one of his assist­
Iwts to .Ii,·,', Illld pllt Oil hi" 11001. Rlll·h as hall bl't'n taken before. This ,,·II<'uw he put in prac­
ti.,." tIll"'" or ttlUr tiweR, uUll Cll'ol'at ra l'l'reeivetl it. ~1H' uffl'ektl, ho\\'e,,'r, to he surprised 
at his HlIl ..... '", ,'xpres~iug her wOII,I,'r to tIl<' PN'P].o about her; and, the day following, invited 
WPIll to 1'-"" fl'l'sh proot, of it. \"h<:>o thl' day t"llo\\in,!!; came, the "ess..! was <'l'o\\,If,d with 
p,'ol'k; ant! aK ""'" as Anton)' bad let llown his Jint', she ordered one of her <li,,'rs immedi· 
(,klr to pllt a "tlt·fi~h on his hook. "'hell Antony t'JUud he had {'aught his fish, he drllw up 
his lilh'; anti. this, us may lw ,111'1'08",1, o""Il,ioll('.lIlO small mirth aIllong the "1"·,'rl1tlll". 'Go, 
G,'w'/'a!,' sllid (,l,'ol'atra, 'lea,e fishing to us petty prilll'l's of Pharos and CanopuB: your 
~1I"1I' is "it{I'S, kiH~ll\to.1K, ru..u1 pr(Y'\'illt'es.'" 

'i'mv .. Uers in m,,,krn times tind the ruins of Roman fish-ponds. At Agrigentum is seen an 
artifitial In.1,,,, nloollt U '1uurtPr of a I .. "gll\' in circumference, dug out of solid ro('k by th" Car­
t.hugl'lIinu "apti\·"" Rild to whieh wat .. r 'wus ,'oll\'''r,~,1 from the bills. It was thirty j"et deep; 
and P;l't'llt. 'jll/l1;titi, •• (If fi~h W<'l'l' kept it! it fi,r tile public fellsts. T11<' fish.ponds ',f !\l'J'o WtHi{} 

numl'rou~; uUlI till' (\,IiKUUID is said to ha,e been eredt',l on the sitt' of olle uf them. }'isl,Wg 
netB, 80me .. I' thl'w.quito l'ntir.c, hate been found in great numbers in Herculaneum, as well !IS 
w PomP>Jii. 
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From 1607 to the Revolutionary Contrm;ersy. 

We have elsewhere seen that, CIS the French cbimec1 the entue 
country lwt\Y{'cn the KeDlwllL'c ;ll1el the Ht .. Croix, .the nncient lin:it8 of 
Maine cmbm~ecl hardly morc than ?n~ tlmd of ~ts. pre~ent ternto~y. 
As. t()O, 11I:'nt1On has l)(cn madl~ ot tliP most dlstmgmshed Enghsb 
YOY;lgcr,; who fullow.cd qo,.,;nold. to. explore t,he coast, the ,first incid~nt 
to demand our attentIOn IS the mlSSlOn ('~tahhshed hy the Ii ;Ithcys I3nnd 
and j\LI~St', in 1009, at a place which they called 8t. ~aYiour, on the 
ishmd of Mount Desert. They were JesUlts, and were soon joined by 
Father Du Thct, of the same order. In] 613, :--:;r ::):II1Jl1d Argal, who 
was subsequently governor of Yjrginia, while on ;1 1]shing vO,pge .'~ 
the '\\';Iters in the vicinity, wns wrecked at PeIlnh~cut, and was m­
formed 1)\' the natiYI's of tIll' f;JUnding of this mi~sion; ;mel on his re­
turn to "irgini:l, mensurcs 'were immcdintcly adoptcd to destroy it. 
El,'ven fi"hing vl':,;;cls, provided with sol(licrs and cannon, untlt'r too 
comm~mcl nf ,,\rp:al, \\'L'n~ speedily (k~p;ltC!tccl to accomplish this pnr~ 
posc'. The Frl'm'h IJ"J a ~hip and a IJ<lrque in the harbor with guns 
on ]Jlnnj, al"l hnd ('()lllllH'llced a ",mall flIrt; but, surprised at the np­
pcarance of the English, with no cannon mounted on shore, and witb 
most oflhcir llWll ;iI)sent in their Y;Il·ious ,'lllplo)'mcnts, lIH'Y were easily 
wlxlue(L H<'"i"tnnc<' \\':IS, hOW,'\Tr, lU,lde from one of the \TSSelS, 

and Du Tlwt \vas killed wbile levelling a ship's gun, nncl s('\'('r:11 who. 
<lssiq,'d Ly hi", "i,ll' w,'J'(' wounded. .Ar!:.';:II, soon mast('r ,Ii' the settle­
IIlt'nt, bro(' lip the cros,~ and other emblems of French possession, de­
strayed everything conneC'kd with the lIli,;sion, and, after perf()Tming 
a similnr ('xl'ioit furtlwr (,:ISt, returned to Yirginia. This, it is, of in­
tf'rc,~t to rcm;lrk, \\'as the bCQ'inning of the contests, wars, and blood­
shed belwl'cn tlJ(~ English "1J~1 the LFn'nl'h, which, with c>cc;lsional in­
tervab, I'()ntinucd for a century and a halt: and which terminated only 
when the fbg of England wavcd upon l'wry Americall Sea between 
Mexico and Labrador. 

Sir Samuel Argal's cbaroetcr is vnriollsly represented. That he W:lS 
n bold and a bad man Sl'cms l'rol);iI)k. The y('ar before 1](' crrme to 
Mount Desert he c:lrriecl ()tf tlIl' ccldm1ted Indian princess, Pocahon­
tas, and actually held her as his prisoner, wlll'n RDlfe wooed and won 
her. The Earl of vVarwick was his partner in traue, and, as is said .. 
was defraUtlcd bv him. 

O~mitt!ng several minor eYents, we come at once to consider l\bi;:Jc as­
an EnglIsh colony. 

~he fir~~ illhFibi~ants were oeither Puritans nor refugees from perse­
c,utlOn. tilr F~rdll1an~lo Gorges, the original proprietor, or lord pala­
tll1e, was rrn EplscopalIan, and a stout ro~alist or adherent of the Stuart~ 
~n~ those whor:n. he sent. over to settle hiS domain were of the same 1'e­
h~lO~S and pohtl~al sentIments. He was a devoted friend to the colo­
mzatl~n of Amenca, and deserves o~r gTatitude, e'fen though We are 
s0r:t;tellmes c.ompeUed to condemn hIS plans, and the grasping ~,pirit 
whlch he evmced as a member of the Plymouth Council. It may be 
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admitted that his purposes were entirely perwnal, nnd that he aimed 
soldy to acquire wealth; but still, whatever '\'ere his motive:", the 
vn~nlp;c of Challon, in 1606; the en~erprj8e o,f the Pophams and tbe 
Gilberts to the Kennebec, the followmg year, In which he haa an inte­
rest: tbe voyages for fishing and trade of Richanl \"ines, his agent, 
steadily pursued for years in a ship purchased with his Own money; the 
ad \'C'nture of Dermer to the island of ~Ionhegan, undertaken under his 
auspices, in 1619; the aid he afi:orded to Sir William Alexander, in 
1021, to procure the patent of l"ova Scotia; the Qrant f)l)t:!ined by 
John l'Ihson and himself of the country bet\vcen the ::\lerrimack and the 
Kenneb(~c rivers, in 1622; and the subsequent grant, in hi,; fl\Yll indi­
vidual right, of the territory bet\veen the Piscataqua ,mel the Kenne­
bec, \vhicb, in honor of Queen Henrietta,* he called ~rAIXE-'YC'n' all 
benefici31 to ~ew England, and hastened its settlement. Yet, f()[ him­
self and his hf·ir::;, Gorges really accomplished nothing.t Two centu­
ries a!.!o one hundred thousand dollars was a large :,:,um; but be ex­
pend~d tbat amount of money in his yarious ent(~rpri.'es in c\lJ)crico, 
which was entirely lost, if we e::CCl'pt the t\,:civC' humlrcll and fifty 
pounds st.·rling receivecl by the represcntnti \e of his family, in 16,7, 
fiwn ]\bss:l('husctts, in the purch~I"I" and in full payment for a quit­
claim 0('1'<1 of Maine. 

The immediate ol~iects of Gorges were tn esta.blish fisheries, to neet 
saw-milb, and tf) (1)('n a communication \\'ith the Inc1i:lI1s, Fishing 
alld Illml'l'l'ill!..;, ind(,f'CI, cIJlltinued til be the great br'lll(;h('.~ ofilltllJ"tJT 
fiJI' IllorC tll:lr; a century atin his death. \s late :lS tlw Yl',]f 1,:;L, 
111('['f: WfT,' 110 more than nitJe thol1:-::111(1 P(T~fJlJS (If EurOPI':ll1 oric;io 
octW('f'n tIll' Piscataqua and the :--:1. Croix, and thence to the c1iyidilf.~ 
and (bputed "highlands," wlll're roy:,lt,)' last contended teJI' the soil of 
.l\faillf" (n truth, not a grant \\,;15 made ('ast ufthe PI·uoh.oeot previous 
to 17G2; and :\lachias, thOll.c.:ll tll(> oldest town bctwcTll that riYI:r awl 
Uw fmlltier, W:lS 110t alicll:I/nl prior to 1770, aud had 110 f'orpnr:ltc 
exis/Illce until l\Iassachusl'tts IJl'came an indcpend ent :--:tak, TIlt' 
[[1'lJcralcf)lIditiol1 of Jlainr, in fine, :IS the n,\,olution:lry Cf)lltl'llH'l'''YC:llllf; 
11) a nisis, m,l)' be summed up thus: the whole- Dlm:lbtT of inhn'bitmts 
W:IS about l'llllal to the p[e~l'llt population of the cities uf Portland and 
Baligm; the supreme court held one term at Falmouth, (11m\' Port­
lawl,) and on(' at York, annually; thcre \HTC ten [cpre"entatiyc;; tu 
the ~('!l('r;d (,(!III't, none (If whom lived east of Brunswick or the An­
dro;;~:()!.!C!ill riYer; the number of clergymen was thirty-four; the six 
('()ulwill"rs or barristlT;; at law were \'"illiam Cushin!.!·, James Sulli­
van, J):lvid Sl'wall, Theophilus Bradbury, Caleb Em~ry, cmd David 
\\' ),el', all of whom w('l'e 'W higs, except the last; of incorporated tOWilS, 

there \Yel'l~ twenty-five; the only custom-hou:,:,p was at Falmouth; the 
p:ttrnn:lgc of the crown was confined to the officers of the revenue, to 
a l'OI'PS of civil functionaries by no means numerous, to a surveyor of 
the long's jim'sts, and his deputies . 

• i'llI' WfiR II Fr"IH'h plincess, and her estate in France was called" the pro'l'ince of :\I"ill ..... 
t i'ir Fl'rcliulllulo (;lIrgl'R died before June, of the year 1647. II" 8uflen·d much for his de­

'fotillil til tI", Stuart". Mil inl', of which he became sole proprietor, was neglected by his son 
J"hu, (0 wholll it ,]..,,·'·IIIlt-d; anrl was sold by his son Ferdiunndo in 11;77, to "las~.1\'h\l",t:8 
ft.\l' the 8urn J':l,''!:>U. The first Fenlinando was the author of tracts on American col>tlllizu.tion: 
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I propose now to tal,c a rapid vie\v. of the events connected with the 

sea. It may be ;1~sumed that the Island of Monhegan-already ~o 

frequpntly mentioned in this .report-\vas the seat of the first ,fishery I.n 

.M aine; [lncl that the first reszdent fishermen \yere those w flO fixed theIr 

aboflt·~ on the const of the main land between the Kennebec and Da­

mari5cotw, in ] kHi. TIll; same c\:Lss of men had habitations at Cape 

Porpni:,C' as early as 1630; and there \,:'cre ~sherm.en's cabins aud 

hUIlllT:" C;llllP", very possi\)l,v, ncar the sIte ot the CIty of Portland, 

befi1l'e the ch~l' of the "aOle year.'*' 
In l(;;n, Aldswurth and l~ldrjcl~l', t\VO merchnnts of Bri~tol, Eng­

land, obtained :l grant known ,IS the" Pemaquid prttent," which gave 

tl1em the ('xdusivt' right to fish in their own waters. 

The pakl1t embraced sevcr,)l thousal1:d ;Jeres ~f ~'111~ on the main, 

the Dam(Jl'i~l'nv(-~ islands, and all uthpr Islands wlthm mne lel1gup s of 

the shore; and thus, whether designedly or otherwis!', included Mon­

heg<m. TIlP whole tLTritory, tllllu~h now almo::,t in the c(:!ntre of the 

se<lCO;lst ,,1' "'bine, was east of (;or~l':;' I';lstt'l"ll boununlY, and there­

fore within the' Frcnch cbim. It ',voulcl seem that a' ii,hen' was 

est:tblishcd at Hichman's, or Hichmond's Isle, near Portl(ll1d~ pl~('vious 

til 11 i:;I; "illl'I', ill that vl'ar P ri 1]('(' rE't"lmls, in his annah, that (Jovernor 

\\"inthrop was inii)rmed of the murder there of \Vah!'r Bagn:IU l1ncl 

mlOtbcr Il1"r,.:on, by "~I}uidec;ts"l't," ;Ill lnd in 11 sac hem; w bich isle, 

sa~,,, Princ!', \\,;I.~ part of ;1 tract of land gralltl,a to Mr. Trdane,t a 

merchant of Plymouth, ElIglnml, who had" :,wttlcd a plaCI~ ti,l' JJ,..hing, 

lJUilt ;J "bip, and iml'ro\(·d many SlT\";lllt~ fi)r fishing and planting_" 

TI\(' alln:ili"t "hould have added, that the grant \vas tl) Goodyear!', as 

\yell :IS to 'l'rdawtlt'y. B()th were Episc()l':lliaml; and in 1 (j:J:2, they 

apP(lintcd Juhn \Vitltcr tl) ,,,u]H'rintellll their fIshery. Richmond's 

iiil::mcl SO(lll 11lTame an important and noted place; several ships were 

illrni"hcJ "'jth (";ll'gl)('" of tiiih ;mnuaUy, and \\Tinter of1:en employed as 

lllall~' :I~ sixty m('II. Josselyn was at the island in 1G3S, and relates 

tlmt Ill' Wt'llt ()Il board the Fellowsllip, ;t ship of one hundred and 

seventy tOil';, and that among the friends who came to bid him fare­

\,,:('ll w<~s :1 Captain Thomas Wannertol1, who dwnk to him" a pint of 

klll-dcvll, 1111/10 rhum, al a draught." \Vinter, ":lys this quaint chronicler, 

W:IS ~'a gr;~ve and discreet man." The \vhole population of l\Iaine, at 

~llS t1l11C, (ltd not, exeL,(,d Olll' thousand persons, of whom quite half were 

fishermen, who hvpd :It the p1:I('l'S namnl above, on the river t:3t. George, 

and el,;C'wll1'rc on the coast west of the mouth of the P enobsl'nt. 

In IG45 there was an action commenced in the courts rwainst \Vin­

ter, by John 'l'r.l-lawney: ?f Pi"c,~t,l(lua, on an account for bservices in 

the fishery.at Ulchmond s Island, 111 which Trelawney appears to have 

recovered Judgment. 

Winler died, the same year, leaving a daughter, "\"ho married Robert 

Jordan, an Eplscopal.clergyma.n. J~)fdan administered upon Winter's 

estate, <Iud bel:i:lrne mvolved In SUlls and difficulties in closing his 

"The first hOllse in Portland W.!lS built by George Cleeves in 163" t 1 11 d'" " 

gon 1 th I d' d Cl ' N . ' <OJ a a p !loce C!l e mac",-
,rw, Jy , e u Ifm~, an . eeves eck, or MuuJoy's Neck by the Enrrl' h Cl b 

II. distmgillBhed magistrate ill that part of Maine and died v~ry ncr d "IS. eeves eca~ 

t The name should be Tre!!lowuey. ' .... Il • 
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nffiJirs. "'l"'he report of the commissioners for the plantation at Rich­
mowl's island," made in 1648, is worthy of notice, as containing curious 
facts to show the prices and transactions of the time. The commis­
sioners were appuinted at the instance of Jord'lll, who claimed th;'lt a 
balance was due the estate of his fi1ther-in-la\v. It is saiel in the 
reJ?or~, th~l, in the six y~ars precedin~ his. decease, Winter had sent his 
prIncIpal III England, "m sCo'veral shlps, III fish, mprch:ntable anel re­
fuse, 3,056~ quintals," and of "core-fish, 38 ~ quintals;" of "tl'" in-oil, 
11 hogsheads;" and other commodities of the sea; which, "accon1ing 
to the prices here, cannot amount to less than £2,292." The invc'ntory 
of tile property belonging to the fishery, shows three bO::lts in use, \yith 
their moorings and appurtenances, £2':1; two old 1'1":1 t" out of use, 
valucd at £~; the fishing stage, with a quantity of old ea:,};;" , £10 6s.: 
si:x clozen hooks, at 16 shillings; five dozen of lines, at Ci; one seine 
and two olel neh, £4 lOs.; about ninety lHl!::"\H·"ds of salt, ,i:of) IUs.; 
and tll:1.t tllCre \Va, due the (:OlJCCreJ by ;~ :'III.' Hill, the sum (If £S·l l:)s. 

9d. for one hundred and thirty-three q~intals ofJi"h sold but not p:lid ior. 
Th(~ fishermen who fi'eqllcntcd till' waters of ~IaiJlc huving often (k­

,Aroyed tilllber ;lOtI W;ISlt'c! t1w fil]'(;~ts on tlw ,;11111'(>';, and having ac­
quin'cl the hahit of carclc~31y pucking ;mel curiIJ~ their fish, the COllllty 
('Ollrt were: direc1<'d to appoillt PrullfTofficers1'Ocorrcct tlw"~ allLl';I'S hy 
all ordinance of I (i:);2; ~lt VdllCh time Pew;1 quid had fW('1 Jill<' the principal 
plantation IwtW(Tn till' Kcrmcbcc ;JJ)(I the l\:W));,'l'(ll, a ,!:I'('at i1~hing 
mart ;rnd plLl('p ()fsrwll(,I' fin' \"'';,,1'1,; p:I:,,;il',!: it, and fl(llil 1111' t'rellcb 
and Enrrlish settlcB1I'IIts s(':!Uen 'c! : dong the CO,I st. 

III H~57, w(, l!;IYI';lll Illdi;lH (ked (;1' L'Jll in PllrtbncI ;lS fi)n(J\\',~ ~ 
"Bc it known unto ali mell that 1, ~citi(,I'y(;'I.''''t, orGls('()Day,~;)g­
amon', do hereby firmly C(lV('llant, 1):lrg,lin, amI "ell until Franci" ''''lJl;dl, 
of tbe said Casco B;IY, fi:;h"rIW1D, bi" heir", &L'., all that upland :Illtl 
marshes ;It C;lpj"ic, lying' up al()IJ~ the northern "iek uf til:· rivcr, nnto 
UW lwacl ti.(·I'('of, and c:o to reach :11)(1 (':xt(,l1<1 ulllo the riYer "jel" of Alll­
llloOt'olig;m." Tbis ~,lg;llnOI'e \\,,10:, pII,:"ihly, tbe murdUtT (If D:lgnall, 
at UiellllwnJ's i" Llllcl, in 1631. The C( In~id cratiolJ Ii J[' tlle lund" "old 
to ~JIlall was one tr,II1illg coat amI onl" galloJ\ of liquor annually. Four 
VI~cHS later l'IicllOlas \Vbitl', (If Casco H,IY, sold to John Un'm(', "n()\Y of 
ibe salllt' Bav, fdwrman," all his illtl'rt~"t in House island, ne:lr PUI t­
l<md, being O~1C quarter part, but rescrn'd liberty to ~:Impson: P,'nley 
to make fish on tbe i~lal1d during bis litt,. These CIlIlY' 'Y<Jnce3 show 
what w:tS passing two ceulurics ago at the present commercial cLlpiud 
of til!' frontier bt ate. 

In 1667 tbe commi"si()ners of King Charles to New Ellgland gave 
a s;ld account of tbe montIs of the persons connected with our 
suh.i' '('t on tbe "Kennibeck river," uIJon "Shipscnt riv{r," and at 
"PclIwquid." "These 'people," soy they, "for the most p:lrt, are 
fisbcrtnen, and ncver had any government among tDem; most of them 
tue :'lH'h a" have fled from other pLlct's to avoid justice. SUl11C here 
are ()f opinion t1wt as many men 1lIi1 y share a woman as they do a boat, 
alJu ';(IIlIL' II:l\'l' done so." Josselyn's* picture of Maine, at this period, 

* John .Josselyn arrin·,1 in Boston in 1663, and lived in New Engllllld. a number of ,jItillillL 
Hit account of hili ad ventures w hil:l two voyages is lUUuswg. 
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is too curious to be omitted, though my limits will not permit its inser­
tion entire. "About eig:ht or nine miles to the eastward of Cape Por­
poise," he writes, "is Winter harbor, a noted place for fi5her~; h~re 
they have many stages." "At' Richmond's island' ~ * are lIkewIse 
stage:" for fishermen. Nine miles p;lC'tward of Black P?Jllt lyeth scatter­
ill,21y the town of Casco,* upon a large bay, stored Wlt~ cattle, she~p, 
syvine, abundance of marsh and arable land, a corn-mIll or two, WIth 
stages for fishernwn. * * * Further yet eastward is Sagadahock,t 
where fire many houses scattering, and all along stages for fisl:e~men. 
". * * * From ;::;a~adahock to Nova Scotia is called the Duke of lark's 
pr(l\inct.; here Pt'maquid, Martinicus, ~IrJh('gan, ~apeanawlHlg~n, 
where Captain t3mith fished for wli,lles, l\1uscataqUld, all filled WIth 
dwellinQ-houses and stages for fishermen." 

Agail;, he S,lyS that "~Tbe people in the province of :\1aine ma:y be 
divided into m~lgjstr'ltes, husbandmen or plnnters, and fishermen: of the 
m;lgistrat(.s sume be royalists, the rest perycrse spirits: the like are the 
plauters ;ll1d fl"]H'rs, of \\'hieh some be planters and fishers both-others 
mere fish{']"c;." Afier speaking of the qu;mtily of fish taken, and of the 
various markets to which the different qualities \vere sent, he thus de­
scribes the manner of fishing and Ill<' h,1 bits of those who lived by the 
use of the hook and line: "To cyery shallop belong four fishermen: 
a lJl;l;-;kr or stC'('rsman, a midshipman and a t()femost-man, and a share­
man, \"ho \Y;isbes it out of the S:IIt, ;md dries it upon hurdles pitched 
upon st:lkcs bre;lst-hi,l.!.ll,t ;lnd tends their cookery. These often ,e:d in 
one v(JY,lge f'ight or lIille' pounds" man fur their sharE'''.'' The money 
they c;lr1lC'd, he continues, \\;18 squanrkn·d in druilken revels. The 
arriv,lI of;l "walking t;lvl'rn," (as he Cills a vessel luden with wine, 
br:llldy, ,Illd other inl():-.:il'ating liquors,) put an end to fishin a , and no 
pcrsuH;-;ions wbich their employers could use were sufficient ~o in(luce 
thelll I,) go to s('a for t\Yo or three cbys-" nay, sometimes a whole 
wed\.," ,mel ~l1til \\'(,<1ri,'d. with drinking: ,\Yhen" thus carousing, " they 
quarrclkcl, fought, and d](l cne another mischieC' 

The l'OlJt'C'C ofe\'('nts during t11c hostile relations between France and 
England, cannot be statl,d in detail. Particular cases will show, how­
ever, the g('llC'r;ll conduct of the French rulers in Acadia, and the kind 
Dfwarf:ue llwdit:lt(,tl and actlwlly perpetrated by their S;t";lO'e allies 
within the b(J)"{krs of Maine. For a time, the Acadian seas \~ere vis­
ited by tilt' (,<I.stern fishermen without mo1l':st;ltion. But in IG75, De 
~ou.'g, the,F!'ench govertJ,~r, not ~)!lly prohibited his people from COQ­

~ll1umg tLc'Jr. llltcrco.ursc \vlth thcIr Protestant neighbors, but levied an 
Impost or tnl~u1<' of four hundred ('odfish on every English colonial ves­
.se~ uJUnd fi~hll1g, upon the coast of Acadia, and required his officers to 
se!ze all that refused, LInd to tak(· away whatever fish had becll cauaht 
WIth the outfits and provisions on Lo~·d.ll· The remark of M ugg~ (ot 

* Portland. 
t The country betwe~ t!JO Kennebec and the Penobscot. 
t The manne~ of drYl1lg on "ftakes" is very similar at the present time. 
n Randolph, III a letter dated at Boston, July 2'i 1686 and addressed to Mr Bl 'th 't, 

Eurlalld, remrtr!(s: ':There will, I fenr, be an ()ruption betwixt the French of Nov~ S:oa~ 
:~t ~~r people m Mam,~ and New Hampshire," and for reasons which he relates. "\Y p have 

, he. further says, to all places to warn om people and to the fishermen not t t 
npon thear coasts, lest tbey be surpliised und made to IIJls~ver for damages don~ by S~~~~l~ 
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sachem of some note,) a year or two afterwards, to the Indians on the 
Kennebec, it may be assumed, was at French origin: "I know," said 
the savuge, in a laughing mood, "1 know 7101[' u'e can eren ~/lrn Boston, 
and driec all the country oifore 1[S; we must go to the fishillg islands and 
take all the white men's vessels." In the lapse of a fe\v years, the fisher­
men at Cape Porpoise were either slaughtered or driwn off; and the 
settlement there laid desolate j a fishing smack was interceptr(l near 
I>ortland, three of her crew killed, and the remainder carried into cap­
tivity j eight fishing vessels were captured at the Fox islands; the coast 
for more than a hundred miles was abandoned, and the "wretched men 
who depended upon the sea for support, \yithout shelter, and too scat­
tr~n'cl for concert and resistance, were compelled to suspf'nd their em­
ployments. 

In 1725, several eminent s<lchcms ;1rrived at Boston to ne~( 11iate a 
tn';lt)' with the government of l\Ia,.:<;}chusetts. The fisheries \'"l'tT re­
sumed with the return of peace. 

From this time to th(' eontrm'ersies that prec('<1ed the Rewd1.l1ioD, there 
are but few incident~, in so rapid <t narrative, to detain us. Tile Hey. 
Thcn!l'l;'; f-imith, of Portbml, reconh; in his journal, under (i;J1I' of Sq)­
tCllIller, 17:2(i, th;lt a "storm 1)[( lllc;ht into our harbor about fi)rty br~c 
f-ishing V('~,~,:b," a n1ct 1hat indie<Jtcs a rnpid recovery hom the ~le"f)b­
tiol IS of W;Jr. He mentions, also, that in tbe same y(';n :=wycral persolls, 
with tll('ir iUmilics, emigrared to tlwt place from Clpe Ann. In 17--!l, 
lw writes that" the fislt struck in, \\,ltich wo!' a gn·;Jt relicf to peuple 
almost Iw[ishing." TIle number of fishermen who now had hOlnes jn 
Mail!(' \Vas six hundred. 

The w;ll' (If 1756 Wit'" dis;1c,trnu:< to persons etJp-ag('d in tJl:lritimc en­
tcrpris('s, and :'\('v('ra1 vl'ssds \\'cn~ cilptured by the 1<'r('[l('h while on 
tbe lislling grounds of the f',lstern CO:lst, An ;Inned ship \YilS finally 
!'mploycJ to protect the:3c grounds, and the gClleral tr:Jde nf the 1':Il,SJish 
clllulli"ts. In 17GO, Moullt Desert, (,Ollt:tjlliIJ~ sixt\" t!J(ll!";:JIHl ;1(')"(',.0, and 
tlw brc;('st island in ':\l<iinc, was ~r;ll1tecl to LSir }'rillKic.; Bt'fll:ml, the 
goV( 'rlI~lr of l\Iassachuscttc.;. The' gilt, made lIy tlw ,Ut'llerDl court, was 
cOllfirllwd by tilt' King, awl \yas valuablt" ;1t the tilll(', only for pur­
p(lst'~ of a fishery. MUl·h harmony preyailed between ~ir Franc'is Clnd 
the llcuplc he was sellt to govern, fiJr two or t1m'e YC<Jr:, j but at his re­
call, in 17G9, when the disputes which he prov(lkcJ had embarrassed 
tradl', "hip-building and tltC fisheries, there \Yl're few who lamented his 
departurc. '*' 

III conclusion, two di':;lin,!;'uished nativcs of Maine, \"ho are intimately 
CUIllJe'clcd with nur s111~i('l't, may receive a passing notice. 

Sir \Villiam Phipps was born at Bristol, the "ancient Pcmaguid," 
and was one of twcnty-six children borne by his motller, of \Yhom 
t weill y-one were sons. He lived in Maine until he w;)s twenty-two 
}C;lr" '(If age, when he went to Boston, where he learm·Ll to re:l~l anel 
write. • 

• t'ir Fmncis B,'rnard sucreedod Powunll a8 governor of ~lassa('bmett" in liGO, He was 
.-reat(·rl a bltronet in liti!': and the genernl court drew up It petition to th" Kiu!'; li,.r his rceaU 
tlw Burne year. Hn died iu England iu 177\). He was fi friend of literatme, ulll1 a benetilC­
tor of Harvard Uni,cr8ity. His fllult. were parsimouy, au excitable nud arlJitrary tlipositioo, 
the wnnt of uUuress unu ,,1I1dom. 
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He enO'R(fcd in various enterprises, from time to time, by which he 

00 h F h ' ncquireel wealth, In his endeavors 10 conquer t e renc posseSSIOns 
in Ampt'ica he was unwearied, fi)r he saw that, unless they were added 
to the British crown, there could be no peace upon the fishing grounds. 
He was nt last knighted, and, under the second l'har~er of Massachuset,ts, 
was appointed the first :'l,overnor. 'Yhen the Indw.ns, who kne\'i hun 
in his youth, listenecl to tbe tale of hIS successes and honors, they w~re 
amazed, for, S;IYS an old writer, "tbey had fished and hunted wIth 
him many a w~ary day." He died in 1(;95, without children. , , 

~ir William Pepperell, the commander of the memorable expeditIon 
again~t Lou.isbmug, was tIl(' son of ~ fisherman of the ,Isles ~)f Shoals. 
As a merchant at Kittcry, the oldest Incorporated town m Mame, where 
lie W8S born, where he'liyed and died, and where strangers are still 
shown his large mansion~housc and his tomb, he was personally con­
cerned in the 'nshel ics, He ;Ic(l'lired great wealth. The dignity of a 
baronet of (heat Britain, an honor never before nor since' conferred on 
a native of New England, wa" bestowed in reward of his military ser­
vices; <llId I)(>t long previous to his death, he \\-:tS created a lieutenant 
genera 1. He decea:,cd in 1759. His g'mndson, who inherited his title and 
a larg>c part of his estate, was a l().y;)list in the Revolution; and losing 
hi~ p:tlrimony url.(kr the c(lllfisc:ltion act, was a recipient of the bounty 
of the Briti8h crown. The haronetcy is now C'xtinct; and such are the 
vici"sitllilcs of human c()ndition, that memlwrs of the Pepperell iilmily 
have h('I'll lilf'rally sayed from b~coming inmates of an almshouse by 
i.ndividual. charities. 

NEW HillPSHlRE, 

Fro/It 1623 to tlte nC~'Ob~li{)lIar!! CUIl(rol'ersy. 

Tn iY1c1udc, the en,rly inh~~itants of Ne:v Hampshire with Puritans 
{wel arm Il:g rciu,!!c('s ii-om relIgIOUS persec~lilon, as SOllh' llo, is to degrade 
to mere falll(, wany o~ the best aUlhentlc:ltI'd £1.ets in history. The 
s()I(, .rurpos(~ of the, fi~st and of t?C subsequent proprietors was to 
a,~qu!re ':'l'al1h l:y hshmg ;ll1cl tradIl1g. The original patentees were 
"'Ir [. erdman(lo (,orges, John Ma"l)u, and "l'vera! merchants of London 
Bri~t()l, Plymouth, Dorchester, and ot~er places in England, who pur~ 
ch:l:-:crl tbe country betwl'l'll the l\Iernmack and the Kennebec,* and 
hack to the great I;d,(':,; and thp ~l. Lawrence, and styled themselyes 
the "9nn~pan.y of L~c.onia,~', . In ~G2;3 tllt'y s~nt over Davi.d Thomp­
son, Elhv,lrel ,mel WIlham Hrlton, h,.;\ll1lOngcTS III London, WIth a nUm­
ber (If other person~, ,in two divisions, furrn~hed with ample tools, im­
plements, and prOVISIOns, to commence a fishery and 1)1:lnt a col 
O d'" 1 d C -, ony. 

ne IV.IsIon ~J1ele on the ~outh shore of the Pi~cataqua, at its mouth, 
where, Immedmtely to provIde salt to cure fish, they built salt works, 

" In a piper which Hutchinson preserves in his" Collection" and \"h' h h 'b t h ,. f CJ 1 II ' ., Ie e ascn es {) t 0 
commissIOners (j .1arteS , or to -some person employed by them, it is said that "Mr. Mason 
had a pllttcnt for some land about Cape Ann before the Mass"c'hu-ett h d th ' fi t 

I ' C' M I U· 0 s a ell' 1'8 pattent' 
W Jeleupon apt,a1U ailon anl Ur. Cradock who Was tl", fil'st gov f th MI. 1 

d 1· d' L d ,,~ - o1'no1' 0 e MSIlC lUsetts 
an IVlJ III lin on, 84!"reed that the Massachusetts should hllve th tid h' h ' 
to C . M b C a an IV IC was graunted aptmn as.on a. out ape Ann, Ilnd Captain Masun ~hol1ld h th tid h" h .. 1 M' , ., ., !lYQ It fiJI W lC Wits "eYoll.l enmac nyN' au« gl'ailllOO« to the Massachusetts" &c & 

I' -, c. 
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and, to 1!ecure shelter for thermelveB, they erected a house which they 
called" ;\lason H:lll." The fishery and fur trade engaged their whole 
attention to the exclusion of agriculture; and, during the seven years 
succeedin,q their arrival, they completed but three or four buildings. 

Gorge" (Jnd ~Ia"(jn soon became Bole o\vnets of Laconia; for their 
associat'~s, discouraged by the continual demands upon them without 
returns if)r the capital invested, relin(lUished their shares. But Gorgea 
and Ma~()n did D0thing to chan,:;c the original designs of the first pat· 
('ntl'c:':!. They formed no government; tbey merely employed men to 
fish (Jnel trade for them, without erecting any tribunals whateyer to prG-> 
tect their own interests or the rights of others. 

Finally, Lncnnia wus divided into two colonies. To Gorges was 
assigned, in his O\vn right, the region C:Ist of the Pi~cataqua, to which 
he g:lvr: the wlme of Maine; and to :\ra,-;flll the territory 1m the "west­
erly side of that river, which, in honor of the county in which hl~ lived 
in England, he c;Jlkd Nne Hamp,shire. 

j\[;I:-'on \\,;I~ bred a merchant, b1Jt became rm officer ill the Briti~h 
navy, ;IUt! in that capacity had rcsilled ~It ~I'wfoundland as one of the 
governors of that i..,l:illcl, of the ill ',~(Ti [ition ;-jloken of in t l]l' s('l'(md part 
of this [( 'port. He was, therefore, pfT'innally acquuil1if'( I with the man­
ngCtllent of II fisllt'ry. In hi,,", ~1'lllilJwn1~ h" \\":IS ~{J unlike till' Puritans 
of the tiow as to anxiollsly dc:-:irc tlw introdu('tioll of tile fClllLd SY5tem 
of lords and sed;' into bi~ dmnaill of J-;v\V Hampshire. Thi" ,,:as his 
d;lrlillg plan, ;trlll ilC put his f()rtl1llf~ at :"t:iI;'l: ,mel ,,:II:rinl'l'<1 lii~ all to 
ncc()mpli~h it. ~L1ch W:IS the jimmier of Portsmouth, and uf the ;-:;tate 
of wbich it is the commercial caJ,ital.· 

The history of industry upon t 114' sca, fi)r the centUlY and [t half th:lt 
New H:llnpsbire rl'lll:lilll'd ,ill English coioDY. is bri"!" :lIlt! \"ithout 
(;\'(:111:-\ of p:trticillar illterc:c:t. In lti;J:.? ;\LI:"I)[1 wrote /i'om L"!1f 1"11 to 
his ag"llt <3il)II('II>', on the l'isC';Jtagu:l, thnt "t11l' :lclH'lItl1ltTS Iwre lJav,; 
bCCll H) di:,c'flm:l,L;c(l by r(,:I~()ll of John Gihl,,;'.,< ill dealing ill Iii" fif'hing 
Yfl)': 1 g"e , as abfl L':r- tile :'1mail returns Sl'llt hitlJcr j"v CLiptain 1\ calc, :lfl'. 
H('rl)(~rt, or :lIly of their factors, as that the), have no (It-sire tl) prol'I'('d 
any tiJrlllf'r ulltil Capt'lin Neale con1l' hither to ('fJlJll-r \\ith 111<'111, that, 
by cOllliTI'II('C with him, they may settle thill,'!'" in Letter fJrdl'r." 
Again, in the same letter he remarks that" we op:"ire to haY!' '1111" li,~h­
(;l'll\('[l inert 'ased, whereof we have \\Tincll to ~Ir. (I (It! li-cy." In.J uly, 
] (;;3:3, Hibbens "':Iid, in a cOllllllunil'ation to his employer;:, that" tor 
yom fishili,~ you complnin of }Ir. <3ibhs. A Londoner is not tt)r fi"hing, 
neither is t1]('rt~ any ,Ilnity IJetwixt the west-countrymcnt ::md them. 
13ri~tol or B:u-nstable is very l'onvcllicnt fin" your fishin.~ ships. It is 
not (,Hough to fit out our ships 1u fish, but t!Jey must be sure ((:(J(i \\ill) 
to lw ~lt their fishing place the beginning of February, and not come 
tf) till' lanJ when other men ha\-e half their voyage." The last letter 
is app:ll"I'l1tly a reply to the first~ and both show that, aft,,!" ten years' 
ex!'( '1il'llf'e, the fishery was managed without skill, and a·f}orcled no 
profit, while the intimation of Gibbens, relative to the late arrival 0 

• II,' eli,',1 in lJi:\~>. In IIi!!} his heirs sold their rights to New Hampshire to Bamuel Allen. 

t W,,"t ('''llUtrymen ,,1' England. Nearly all the fi.hing vessels that came to America were 
from till' w,,~t countie~, 
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his employers' ships, may be c.onst~ued.to mean that English merchants 
sent tk,ir yesscls to our coast III mld-wmte.r.. . . 

The colony 'was imlced. in an unpror~lISmg condltJOn. For ye~rs 
afterwards there was but little change flJr the better. The colomsts 
ne,~kcl('c1 the soil, and the t~)od necessary for their. support was ob­
t:linl'd in \'irrrinia and Enaland. "PUilcataW:lY," scud the noted John 
Underhill, "i~ a desirable 1"lpbce. and lies in th.e heart of fishing;" and 
such is the Huit; Inn account ()f the early chromclers; but yet, the cap­
itnl in\csted t.here by the original patentees, anll by Gorges and Mason, 
WLIS enlir('lv 10ilt. . 

Winthrop relates that in IGH a shallop, '1."jth eight men, "though 
forewarned," set sail on the" Lord's day" from Piscataqua, for Pema­
quid; that, (hiven before a l?ort!J\\:cst g"rc, they were absent at sea 
about fourteen clay", but arrlVed finally at Monhegan, where four of 
tlw illl~n perished of cold, and w bere the survivors were rescued by 
a fi:,:,herm<1l1. 

Tllc trade of Portsmouth was of slow growth. The number of 
ve,~"eL tll:lt entcrcr] the port in lGS1, was forty-nillc; but some were of 
the burden of ten tons, or mcre boats, and none were lurger than one 
lmndrecl antI filiy tons; while the ,,,hole amount of impost or customs 
collected was less than £G2. A pkas:mt ;mE'cdote of <l worthy (livine 
of that town occurs in 1690, wllich may be here related. Th1s cler­
gynw li, in sp('akin~ of the depwyity of t1;e times, is represented to have 
bllcn into the elTor of saying to }Iis p('ople, tllat "they had forsaken the 
pion,; habits (,{their forebthers, who left the ease and comfort \yhich they 
l'oso".'';St'cl in t1leir 1l:ltive land, and came to this hcm-ling wilderness to 
en.ioy, without molestation, the exercise of their pure principles ot" reli­
gioll;" \V hen one of the congregation, interrupting him, rose and replie(l : 
"Sir, you entirely mistake the matter; ollr ancestors did 110t Clillle here on 
accOIII/( q/ their TcligilJu, out to fish and trade." The hearer, however 
di8ctiurtcou:" was in the right as to the filCt. 

III 1715, Kittery, opposite to Port,.:mouth, in Maine, and the seat of an 
extcnsiye fishery, W;lS made a port of entry in consequence of the im­
proper duties :J1Il1 exactions (as was alleged) which the government of 
l\"ew Hampshire demnndl'd of the merchants and fishermen trading at 
the towns on the Pi"catuqua. The difficulties which caused this mea­
sure seelll to have ()('C:lsi()ned much excitement. l\Iassachllsett8, to se­
c~~e fl',spect, ~() her aut~lOrity, er<;,c.ted a brcast-wo~k northerly of ~ittery 
1 OInt, dlJ!llmd a platform suffiL:l('nt to mount SlX gnns; npprllnted a 
navul officer and notary; and ordered the masters of fishing and of 
other vessels, as well as other persons transactina business on the river 

. l ' I:> , 
to p"y mto fler treasury, Imports, powder-money, and other duties as 
stipulated by her laws. ' 

An answer was framed to inquiries of the Lords of Trade and Plan­
ta~i()ns, in 1730, which shows that the commerce of Portsmouth was 
still s~nalI-. The exports were stated to be "fish and lumber;" the l111m­

~cr of vessels was. only five, of a1;>0ut five hundred tons in the aggregate; 
~;~d the to~nag~, ?f vessels. tradmg there, owned elsewhere, even less. 

The provlllce, ,It was saId, "makes usc of all sorts of British manu­
fa?tu~'es, amountmg to about £o,000 sterlihO" annu<:Llly which are had 
pnnclpally from Boston." "The trade to ~lher plan~ations" was to 
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the "Carribbee islands, whither we send lumber and fish, and receive 
in return rum, sugar, molasses, and cotton; and as to trade to Europe, 
it is to ~pain or Portugal, from whence our vessels bring home salt." 
This is a meagre account, after the lapse of more than a century. 

There is nothing to add. The sea and the forest continued to sup­
ply the staple exports. A single distillery for the manufacture of ::\ew 
England rum was erected, and two or three vessels were sent, annually, 
to the Dutch and French West Indies to procure molasses for distilla­
tion, from the time, probably, that intercourse with these islands was 
interdicted, down to the Revolution; and this illicit traffic \"as the only 
material change in the commerce of New Hampshire between 1730 
and 1775. Certain it is, that until the fisheries and other maritime 
pursuits were interrupted by the overthrow ot the royal government, 
and the wilr that followed, agriculture was neglected. 

The colony founded by Gorges and Mason depended upon axes 
and saws, shallops and fishing-lines, until necessity compelled a resort 
to the plough. Its first exports of corn were mid the desolations of 
the struggle that resulted in giving it the rank and blessings of an inde­
pendent tState. 

ISLES OF SrrOALs. 

From 1614 to the Raolutionary Controt'(TSY. 

The cluster of eight islands that bear this name, may contain pos­
sibly six hundred acres. Strangely enough, they belong 10 two 
t'tatcs. Those named Haley'S or Smutty-n()s(\ Hog, Duck, Cedar, 
and .:\Ialaga, were embraced in the charter obtained by Gorges of King 
Charb.;, in 16:39, and are under the jurisdiction of Maine at the pres­
ellt time; while Star, \Vhite, and Londoner's islands are united to 
New Hampshire. These islands wen~ disc()v('red in 1614, by the ct>l­
ebmtc'd John Smith, and were named by him "~mith's Isles." This 
Ilrlmc was changed previous to 1629, since, in thc deed of the Indian 
:-Sagamores to \Vheelwright and others, of that Yf:ar, they are called 
the" blcs of Shoals." Dreary LInd inhospitable in their appearance, 
they wault! have remaine(l without inhabitants to our own day, proba­
bly, but fur their aLlvantageous situation for carrying on the fisheries. 
Upon thL'lll all there are chasms in the rocks sen'ral yards wide, 
and from one to ten deep, occasioned, as some suppose, by a violent 
earthquake. 

In pbct's, acres of rock are partially or entirely severed, and through 
thc fissures thus formed, the sea at high tides, and in some storms, 
rushes in torrents. There is but one secure harbor, which is of great 
importance, sheltering not only to the vessels of the resident fishermen 
of the i::;lands, but the merchant vessels corning upon the coast in dis­
tr(':'s. 

Tbe Is].." of Shoals were occupied at a very early clate, and soon 
becrI.me plaCt'" ut note and of great resort. In 1661, they were inhab­
iled by upwards of forty families. The fisheries were prosecuted with 
vigor and success at that period, and subsequently, for quite a century. 
Tl1ree or four ships were lOf.lclecl there annually, as soon as the year 

8 
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1730, for Bilboa, in Spain; and large quantities of fish ~ere ca~ried, 
besides, to Portsmouth, to ue shipped to the West, Indies" Pnor to 
the Revolution, the dllnfish of these islands had atta~ned umversal ce~ 
lebritv, and were considered to be the best table-fish m t~e ,world. 

The population in 1775 was about six hundred. FIshmg was the 
only employment. The annual cZltch was bet\yeen three and four 
thous~md quintals. The inhabitants o';:,ned a large fleet of boat,s and 
shallops, and seyernl vessels; an(~ far:cled, as I?any fisher~en stIll do, 
that the fishing grounds were prolIfic m proportI?n to the dIstance, from 
home and extended their 'adventures to Newfoundland accordmgly. 
It is ~f interest to remark, as showing the prosperous condition of these 
islands, and the means of education in "the olden time," that gentle­
men of consideration, of some of the principal towns on the seacoast, 
sent their sons there for liter~lry instruction. 

The war ot the Revolution prod need a disastrous change. It was 
fonnd lJY the \yhigs that their enemies extorted articles ?f sl1~t('nance 
as ,vell as recruits far their service, ancl they ordered the mhabltants to 
abantlan their homes. In obedience to the imrd mandate, a large pro­
portion remoycd to to\yns on the main land, and never returned. A 
single incident that occurred early in the contest will sen'e to illus­
trate the general situation of the island ers previous to their di:-,persion: 
An ~g('cl woman, \ybo lived on ~t;lr islnnd, kept t\...-o cows, which fed 
in \,-inter on h~y cut in summer among the rocks with a 1mife, and 
"'ith her ()wn hanus, Tbese useful animrtls \"ere always in excellent 
order, and to lwr \\ere iny,,1uahle. To her great sorrO\::', though paid 
for, they \HTe taken by the British and slaughtered for beef: 

The fishermen of the IsIes of Shoals, as a cluss, were moral and 
exemplmy men during the entire period embraced in our inquiries, 
A place of worship WClS erected even before the ye~r 1641, at which 
time the Rev. Mr. Hull wns their minister. They \WIT dis1urbed, 
howcyer, in 1642, by Mr. Gibson, an Episcopal clt'l~gyman, who wellt 
among them, pericm11ed services according to the rites of his church, 
:mc1 en 'ated a cl i~,lfiecti()n t()warcls 1 he ,~()yernment of Massachusetts, 
which then claimed to exercise jurisdiction m'er them. The Rev. John 
Brock* commenced his pastoral 1011ms about 1650, and remaincd 
among them twchc years. He was an excellent man, and ,vns sue­
?-:.cd~d uy Mr. Belc~1er, \"',ho ~vns equally worthy. Mr. Moody follO\vcd, 
III 1,06, and l'llntmUf'(l thelr pastor upwards of twenty-five years. 
His su~cess?r ,\~a~ the Rev. John Tucke, whose ministry trrmill,lted 
only WIth Ins hfe, ll1 1773. Tlll'ir last spiritual 'ruide previous to the 
general dispersion, t\"vo or three years aftnwarcl~, wa's the nt'V. Jere­
~niah ~haw. Thus we have the remarkable fact that these lone 
Islanders mainta~ned :eligious \vorship, with hardly an inter\,~ll, {ill' one 
hundred nnd tlmty-hH' years. Equally remarkable is the fact that 
the salary of Mr. Tucke was regarded, at the time, as one of the most 
valua~le (his situat~on con,sic1ered) in all l"ew England. His stipend 
was fixed at a qumtal ot merchantable wintf'r-fi~h per man, and no 
change \vas made for fifteen ,Yc<us. This quality of fish sold at a 

* Rev, John Brock was born in Englund, in 1620; came to America about tho '-ear 1637 
Jl.Ild died in 1688. 01 , 
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guinea the quintal, and the number who contributed to the Q'oxl m:m's 
support \V,IS from eighty to one hundred. '--

A detailed account of the sufferings of these people must be omitted. 
It will suffice to say that, in the Indian wars, plundering excL1r~i, n;" 
,vue frequent; that many females were carried intI) capti,'rty; that one 
island was entirely deserted by the settlers, in consequence of "<1Y:1:2',' 
jlJrC/,lf1,::; and that strangers are now shown "Ddt:- }Ioody's Hole," a 
cha'im in the rocks, where, according to tradition, one Betty JIllIllh' 
concealed herself during an Indian incursion. Poor ~h they' \Yer,', iiI 
everything but the products of the sea, they were still pluilcll'I'.l hy 
the in£tmous Low, and other pir'ltr~s who infested our co:!st, and \\'1["\' 

disturbed in their industry by visits from tb,~ French, \yho cal,tlll',:d 
their boats and shallops. 

Brief, too, must be the record of disast(>f~ from and on tlw ""a. 
Singular to relate, first, that ~()()ll after the settlement of thc:,c i,it,,,, a 
JFJU,,(; on Haley's isblld was w;l"hed from it:-; f~,ullllation ill a q('rm, 
ancI carried entire to (;,Ip" Cod, where it W<lS :'c'('un.:d, and a cli;;clI\uy 
mil(Ie of its place of (li'parture l,y ()p:~nin,L!:1 111)" of linen, ]I:I]I<\"s, 0;': .. 
wbich it ('()!It:lilll'cl. Winthrop 11(lliecs the o\'er~l'llill~ (it' ;1 ~\I:lll(lp, in 
IIi;]:!, an(1 the drowning of thr(,(, tislwJ'lJll'n, Wl!II"':' 1''';lt W:!" (':I~t ll]illll 
tlj(' rock,; (,kV('1l Y(';lr,; Liln. Hul,j)ard sl'c;J!,,, of" "1'\"I.'lal ti"IIL'rml'll" 
who, ('mllarking ;It the isles a iby or two 1)('1;11'" Cilristma:", 11;71, til 
keep tlw lIoli(i;IY at J'lIrl~lll< 1111 II, 1'lTi,.:lwd in ,0:' lill!! lin ~IJI ,rl' /i'lIlll their 
v('s,..;d. And W(' 11';1I'l1, £i'Olll :illol!ter ":IlUr('(:, 111:11 ill IG~I,j, "lil:!tIY 
Loat,.: and men" were 10;;t in ;1 villl('nt Q':lk. Th'-'~l' illstanl"',':, til ('X­
('('pt tIll' ('xtraordill<lljT rU!llIg" (If 11](' dw(,iliw!-il(I:I"', itHli":I\(', \\'ill1 '(I:llt' 

d(':2T('I' of accuracy, tIl(' perils and llls,"!'s IIf liff' ,mel 1)['(lII(,1'1y n')t un­
C()IIIIIJlil1 to tlIlI:'(' who C':11'll tbeir Lread in the \Yakr.: tbllt ~Ul't'l:lld 
tlH'se l.t(':ilz and i,:tIT('ll ishnd;<;. 

TIJat th(~ iislwrnlf'n of the IsIl's IIf ~\I(I:IL ;In' ":1 p",'ulia)' 11I'llpl(," 
is;1 wdl-kll(I\\11 ,11111 ,!!:('IJ('rally ;)1'('('1'1<',1 ":<lyiu:.:. TIll' :111(,(,,1,1[(',': 1'1'\'­
S('/'\'I''/ ()f t1"J."I~ of IJY,!.!'()I](, ,~'('lJITation,..; ;11(' }J('l1iJlcnt til our 1'1lrrH I,':, " ;lllI1 
will ,~i\'(' a llJilliatuJ'(' pictul'l' "I' tl)(' ~'(lur":I' Ill' lite ;ltJllllie! tb"ir htt1jl'l'~, 
:1.-; \\'('ll ;I.~ ;It'C'/JllllL fiJI' some of tIll' cxprc,,,,,inn," ;Jl1d ll;,j,il." ",hid, I'(m­
tillll(' to amu;;c IJl'rSIJlIS ii'om the (,()lltilll'llt \\'ho 1111\\' yi"it them, 

Fir,~t, it \I'ullit! ,~I'l'll1 that prior to l(i±1 till' CI)lIrt lJ;Ii] ordained tlwt 
"no WIIlQ('11 ,.:11()uld live upl)n the hIes of ~1111;d:"," el1lL1 that (J[1I' Johll 
Hellokl:-;, di,..:"iJ('yillg this ()n1iJJ;ltll't', /';IITi"Ll his '\,'il~' l]wt'C' \\'ith tl;!' in­
tention of living with her. This was not to [II' Ill,iured hy Hic-h,ml 
Cutt, and his "c'';UL'[;ttc, Cutting. (,,~pl'l'ially :1:' H"lJ(lld~ ((HI];: witll him, 
al,,(), a" great stock of gllats and hogs." Therel1p"1l these ;1:2:21'i,'\('(1 
JjJ('II, in a petition to the goYernment, set fi)l'th tilt' f~ll'ts in the l':I~(', :lIlcl 

1'1': I Y( '( 1 fi)r relief by the removal thence of the ;:t'\'eral 1lI ,i":,Il1Clo:" "t' J r 1'.-. 

11 (,tll:ld." lll'r goats and her 8\yine. The court gr:l \1,1:- C( JIli'id. I,d the 
lJJ;ltl('r, and ordl'l'I',1 Ilenolds t() take his four-t()(lted l'l'lllll'l'l.\' to tile 
main 1;llld "within t,,'enty days j" but \yisl'l\' concluded dlat, ,. ;1'; t; 'I' 
the r(' Ill< 1\'; il II I his witt.', i'r no' further compLiin t COlllL' 'Igaill~ t her,' ij(' 
lJlay ;IS yd I'lljoy the company of her husband." 

A:.:; 1 ill : During the ministry of Mr. Broek the fishermen \\'(1" il1-
ducea 1,)" hill1 to enter into an agreement tv "'I,e_,it one wt'ek dd)' itl 
CVL'ry munth ill religious worship. Ouc(', I:""".:\'~r \\' hen a d~I'y tllU:j 
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sct apart occurred, they desired him to postpo~e the meeting, becau.8e 
the weather, which for a number of days prevIOUS had been too b0l8-
terous to allow them to visit the fishing ground, had then become mode­
rate. To this request, says hi~ biographer, he wou~d not .con~~nt. 
FindinO' that they were determmed to "make up theIr lost tIme, he 
addrl'~~ecl them as follows: "If you are resolved to ne.g:lect your duty 
to God, and will go away, I say unto you, catch fish. It you can; ~ut 
as for you who will tarry and worship the Lord, I WIll pray unto hIm 
for you, that you may catch fish until yo~ are weary." The .story con­
cludes with the averment that of the thrrty-five to whom thIS address 
was made, thirty went to the fishing-ground, and that five remained 
with the good man Brock. The thirty caught but four fish, t~ough 
they labored aU day; while the five, who followed at the conclUSIOn of 
the reliO'ious services, caught fire lWlIdrul. "After this," says the nar­
rator, the week-day meetings "were well attended." It is related of 
:Mr. Brock, that on another ~ccasjon he said to a poor fisherman, who 
had been very useful in carrying persons who attended meeting across 
from island to isbnd, and who had lost his boat in a storm, "Go home, 
honest man, I will mention the matter to the Lord: you will have your 
boat again to-morrow." On the next day-so closes the account-" in 
aIIS\Yl'r to earnest prayer the man recovered his boat, which was brought 
up trom the bottom by the anchor of a vessel, cast upon it without 
design." 

A saying still familiar among nautical men, is said to have had its 
origin in the following circumstance: While Mr. Moody was the 
minister at the isles, a fishing shallop, with all on board, was lost in a 
gale in Ipswich bay. "Jfr. Moody, anxious to improve this melancholy 
event for the awakening of those of his hearers who were exposed to 
the like disaster," put home the case in "language adapted to their 
o("('upation and understanding," thus: "Supposing, my brethren, any 
of you shoul~ be t~ken short in the. bay, in a northeast storm, your 
ht':1rt8 tremblmg WIth fear, and nothmg but death before you; whither 
would your thoughts turn? what would you do?" "What would I 
do?" replied a fisherman, "why, 1 shollld hoist the foresail and scud away 
for Sguom." To explain the wit or point of the answer, it is necessary 
to add that Squam harbor, on the north side of Cape Ann, was a noted 
place of shelter for fishing vessels when in the position supposed by 
.Mr. Moody. 

At a time when piracies were committed on the coast, a fisherman of 
the name of CII:lrles R~ndall, with ot~ers, were taken by some free­
b?oters ar:d whIpped WIth great seventy. This act perpetrated, the 
pIrates smd, "Iou know old Dr. C.otton Mather, do you?" "Yes," 
WHS the reply, "we have heard of hIm as a very good man." " Well 
then," rej~Jined the gang, "our. orders are, to make each of you jump 
up three tImes, nnd say each tnne, 'Curse Parson Mather l otherwise 
you are all t~ be hanged." Randall and his companions c~mplied. 

In concluslOI?' A worthy deacon, reading a line in the old version of 
lhe Psalms,. SaId, "And I know more than all the Indians do;" when 
he should have reacl, "And I know more than all the ancients do." 
Wh:·rt'llpo~ "one of l~e assembly, who had more wit than piety, ac-
1uamted WIth the craftmess and shrewdness of Indians, rose and ad-
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dressed the deacon in a loud voice, 'If you do, you are a plaguy cun­
ning man.'" 

I will only add that the words, "I lcill make you fishers 0/ men," were 
used as the text at the ordination of :'\[r. Tucke; and that amona the 
votes passed by the inhabitants at the time of his settlement, wa~ one 
imposing a fine of "forty shillings old tenor" on all who "every fall, 
when he has his wood to carry home, is able to come, but will not 
come." 

Such is a rapid view of affairs at the eight i~lands th:1t lie off the 
entrance of the Piscataqua, while they belonged to the British crown. 

MASSACHCSEITS, 

From 1614 to the Revolutionary Controrcrs!J. 

The settlement of Mas~:1chu~ctt~ is to be tr<Jced c1irecth" to the fi,oh­
eri(,s. Lest this statement shoultl bc thou!!llt too broad: and to need 
qualification, I will cite from the bl':"t authoriti(,;; (,,,tant to sustaip it. 
And first, Hubbard, who SOlyS the "()cca~i()II" of jll:rl11ing this colony 
was, that, "As some me[chants from tIl(' \\", ':"t of Ell!! hnd h~ld a ItllJ,i!; 

time frcfluented t\j(~ parts al,nut :,\1, Il1hf'~:ll1, i; I[ the tal~il1i! nf fish, .\-l·,-, 

so dill others, ('sl'('cially tlJ(,:"c nf Dorch(';;tf'[, m<Jk(, the like <Jttempt 
upon the northcm promontory of :\T:I~~;I<:I1U':l'tl,; B:,y, in probability fil'~t 
dis('lIv('n'c\ hy Cap(:lill Smith hcfc))'e or in tIlt' .\',-'ar lli 1-1," and calleel 
C:ljl(' Aun, ill honnr of the royal C(IlI,;"rt of Kini!' Janlt';;. "IT(T('," lit' 
continues, "did the afill'l'';;liJ u1f'rclt:lll(;; first ('1TI'1 stai!"~ \\'\wrcon to 
lllakc tllCir fish, and yearly sent tl]('i)' ,;llips tbitlw), Ii))' that end, filr 
f;(11I1t' consider;,],I(, time, until tl](' f;'lllt.' flf the pl;llltatioll ;1t :\ew Ply­
mouth, with the suc('css tb('rc()l~ \\':15 Spl'(,;,d abrn:,d through :111 tlw 
W(':-;(('l'1l 1':I)'t8 of England," &c. A,~:lin, he ';;IY" (hat, "()n t11io-: ('(111-

sidr'l'aLion it was that SOll1l' merchant;; ;iI1c1 othf'l' !!('lltlcmCll ahout I )nr­
c11e,;t!~r rJiJ, about the ycar lti2J, at the i',,,(igati~Hl of ':\1r. \\'Jlitr-,* the 

* 'Ihl'. R,,\, . .Tohll \Vbitt' (M "tat~,i in the Chroni('l,', of ~la"a,'llll'dtS) II',,, hum III r.7~., ami 
in It ill;. h"('Hnll' I'l'dor of a pariMh in llorl'l""rl'l'. Ifl> r,'mn,ed from that place, and was Hb­
~t.'nt filr '1'1'l'ral \'I'ars, but wtul1.wd to llorr'lw"tn, and died there in Ili4'. In the cilil lI'ars 
in Englan<l h., to;.k sides with tl". PuritHllR, H., Was """ of the assembly of ,JilineR "I' \\' ~st­
lIIillstl'r, aud "sllOw"d himself "III' of th" most 1,'anlt'.1 and moderate flmont: them, Hll(i Lis 
juolgment WH" lIIueh !'I'lied nn tlwrt,ill." Cllllelltier, in his Historical Diseourse on Rhoue 
hltmrl, ('ulls him the" tilthl'r of the :-Iassal'husl'trs culour." His name oft,'n O"('Ul'o ill tIle 
llle(,tillg;s of the :-1a"<I('hust'tts COlllpany in London. 'Il;" ehurl'h in whieh he prl'a"h,',) in 
nor..]""t"r was ,!t'moli,hpt! in 1i'l"l4. That. city, the" eradle of the ~la"a"hlt8etts culuny," 
scn,h 1 \\'0 ml'mberR to Parliament; it is on the river FrolIle, 1:!IImiles li'olll London, 

The" Planter's Plea," a traet. whieh was printed ill London in 11;:\11, ,ooll after \\,inthrop 
and hiR eompany ,ail.,,] for Ma~Ba('husl't.tB, has generally been ascribed to )Ir. \Yhitl'. A chap­
kr of this trat't is to be foun,d in Y"Il11t:'S ChrllniL"les of ~L""'Lt'h1l8ett'. It fully warrant., the 
stllt(,lllPIIT" in the text in relation tu the original ohjeds of eolonization, as the fullllwing eX­
if/w[, will ~how: 

"About tit,> y('ur Im:l," says Mr. "'hitl", nr the writer of the Plea," Bnme western merchants, 
who had continued a tnul,' of tishing ti,1' cod and bUl'terinl; for furs in tllllse parts ti.l' diwl's 
)"lIr" ~lI'li.l'I', ,'ollt'l'i\'ilig tllat a colouy planted (In the coa;r might fllrther tlll'lIl in tho>!, elll­
I'ltlYlllt'!It", hN Itou.:lit t 1t1'1I1,,,I,,,', how thl'Y might I.ring that PI:ojt'l't T" "lIi,I'!, alii! Colllllllllli­
{'at.,ol their pili'll"'" to o[lin" alleg-ing the C'oll\'l'uil'ne} "I' cuwl'a"ill~ their l"'oj",'t II ith a 
slIlull churg'l', hy till' opportunity of their fishing tra,)I', in whieh they <Il'cu,;ttlUII-"i ttl rlouble­
wan tlll'ir _hips, that, hy [h,' Ill>lp nf mallY hlluds, th,'), lIlight rlcspfltl'h their ,oyage and lade 
their ship y,ith fish while the fishing sesson luted, whil'h could not be done with II bare sailing 
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f:1mnus preacher of that town, upon a common stock, together wi!h 
tllo:,;c: that were coming to make fish, send over sundry p~rsons In 

oreIer tn the carrying on a plantation at Cap~ Ann,. conceIvmg th~t 
planting on the land might go on equally wIth fishmg on the sea, ll1 

those parts of America. Mr. John Tylly and l\~r. Thomas Garder:er 
wcre employed as overseers of that. whole busmess-the .first wIth 
reierence to the fishing, the other 'wIth respect to the plannng on the 
main lonel," &c. 

Holmes, in his Amf'l"ican Annals, states that, "the fame of the plan­
tation at Plymouth being spread in the west of England, Mr. White, a 
celehwtcc1 minister of Dorchester, excited some merchants and other 
gentlemen to attempt another c ettlement in New England. They 

(·"mpauy. ~"W, it was cOlleei,ed that, the fishing being ended, the spare men that were abo:e 
tbeir n,:c,'"ary sailors might be left behiuil, with pro,isiom for a Y"ar: and when that shll~ 
rt'turned the next year they might a"ist them in fishing, as tlH'Y had d"ue the former )"t'al'; 
1I1l11, in the mean time, might enl]>lo), themselves in building and planting com, whi~h,. \\ith t~e 
prmisions of fish, /i,wl, lind ,enison that th,· land yielded, would aftorc1 them tlw c~lei .Id theIr 
fuuo. This proposition "f tlH"ir." tuok so w"ll, that it drew on diver" persons to J"lll WIth them 
in tlli, proje'-'t; the rather hecan",' it wae conceiyod that not only their own fishermen, but the 
n'st of om natiou that w,'nt thither on tbo sam" erraud, migbt be much advantag"d, not only 
Dr 1'1'1'.,11 ,ictuals which thilt cololl), might span' thelll in tilll", but \\'it1!II], and more, by the 
lwnefit of their miuistf'r,' la!>or" "'liil'll tl,,'), might enjoy during tlie fishing season; whereas 
othenri"e, being usually UpOll thoo" lOY age" nine or ten month" in a year, ttli')' were left all 
t1,,' ",hil,' without aU.I' means of iustruetion at all. COlllpu",ion toward" the tishermen, and 
I,,"·tly SOlIlI' eXI".'d"ti,Hl of gain, prevailed so far, that for the planting of a colony iu X ew 
EIl',\lnlHl tlll'rt, was raised a ,tnck of more thun £3,1'100, intended to be paid in in five years, 
bllt "I1"nI'Ul',1, disburSl.d iu a shortt'r time," 

::;Ill'll. then, was the original ']<',ign. \Y" npxt hrH'" an rweonllt of tho operations and dias­
tprs of till' contributors of this flUId. "TIll' first l'llll'loYlw-'nt ," continues thtl writ"r, "of this 
Ill'\\' raised ,to("k, was in hn.rill~ It small ship of fifty tons, which wus, with as much speed a8 
llli~ht I,,', tl'"'l'a[('III",1 tow,ml, ~I'W England upon a fishing 'oyag". " " " Now, 
1JY rl'asou the voyage \Va.; untl'"l"taken too late, she came at least 1\ month or six WPt' k" later 
tIl'll] the rest (If th,' fiHhing ships that \VI'nt for that coast; and by that means wanting fish to 
11lJ1 II" 111' hN lading, the HI,,,t!'r thuught good to pass into Massachusetts bay, to try whether 
that 'Yllultl } i,'ld him IIny, which he perti'l"Jm',1 ; !lnd speeding there !Jett"f than he hila r .. a"'11 
to I' xp"('t, Ira,ing left his spare men behind him in the couutry lit Cape Ann, he rl'tul"lled to 
a Int.', alll1 l'.msetfll"lltly a bad lllarket in ~pain, and so home." The loss incurred in this 
H'y,,:.:e wus lIpwar,]s of .CCIlI). 

The ('lIlU]>HIl)', the llI''.:t year, bought a "Flemish fly-boat" of abuut one hundred and forty 
tilliS, wllidl, relnt'."s till' ,niter. II b"iug unfit ior a fishiuO' vlln"'e as ]lI'ill" built merely for 
l)l1rtl]l'lI, alit] Wiwtillg j()<lging iiI]' dill 'IlIen whil"h she lle~~[l'l( fer' such an ~elllplorlllent, 'they 
arltl,'d Ullt" Ill'!" another a"ck, (whieh RI'ILiom proyos well with Flemish buildings,) by which 
means s!It' was carH·a so high that slIp. ],rol'e.t wlllt, (crank,) and unable to beal: Ilny sail; so 
thilt befllre ,lie could I"'" on upon !reI' 1'1I)'1l!(", they were fain to shift her first, and pnt her 
111'<>11 a iJl'tkr t.rim, aUlI aft,'nraras, that proyiug to little purpose, to lmla<l,' hpj", and tukl' her 
111' und fur 111":1"' .. ' *. * And when she arrivetl in the cOllutry, bl'ing llil"l"ctc,t1 by 
t!ru HUlstI'!" oj the smaller slup, upon the 81!l'e"" of his fonner year's Y"yage, to fish at Cape 
A~n, lIot £11" ~l'''111 ~!a",H~'Lusetts bay, spetl very ill, as did also the smull .. ]" ship that Il'll her 
tllltlw1", !Iud ioum1 httk fish; so thnt the greater ship retul"lle,j with little lllore than a t.llird 
part f 11~'r 1:1Iling, an,d came back (contrary to her order, by which sIll' was cousignetl to Bour­
a~'allx) dll·!,,·!l). lor 1',IIl(lilnd; s~ that the ,:1Il11p~my of ad"entnrers was 1'llt tn a new ("lJarge to 
hl~'e l\ 'I.llnll '.lll/! to I"llrry that lIttle (juant]t) "I fish sho brought hOllio to market." These two 
stll]'ll !rft behl.ntl tlll'lU at Cal': ~.llll thirty-two men. I'll II;:!;, thl'eo Yl'"",18 wer9 employed, 
but WIth c(Jutll1u,',110ss. III I iJ:!iI, the" lltlH'lIturer" were so fur disl"'lUraD'ed that the,· aban­
,loll.,tl the further prosrclItillll ~f t~lis desigll, and took OHler for the clissolvI'ng of thl' company 
lin laud, and ~old /l1\·UY th,'n' shlppmg and other provisions." 

Most of t II,' fishermen and other persons in the adventnrers' emplnyment at Capo Ann 1'0-

turu",l to Englund; "but a f(jIV of the most honest 1\11(1 industrious l'eo(llved to stay behind, 
aud to ta~e.'·harg~ of the cat,tle sent over the year bef(ll"e, which they performed aceordingly. 
~na not hlung theIr Rellt at Cnpe A.lIn, chosen especinlly for the supposed commodity of fisb­
mg, they trunsported thol1lseI,es to Nahum-Keikc, [Salem,] about fom' or five leagues distant 
to the southwest fl'om Cape AIm." 
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according'ly, on a common stock, sent over several persons, who beg-em 
a plantation at Cape Ann,* and held this place of the Plymouth 
senlers, ff)r whom they set up here a fishing stage." 

W e ha\"f~ thus the positive declarations that the Success of the English 
mercltants in fishing about the island of }Ionhegan, in :\Lline, and of 
the Pilgrims at Plymouth, were the original and moving c::mses of 
attl·mpting to settle a second colony in Sew England. As the good 
milLi.,tr-r ltobinson was the principal founder of the first, so the pastor 
\Vhitc was like instrumental in promoting the last. The general ac­
curacy of Hubbard and Holmes will not be dIsputed. The latter, in 
this particular case, must have been well informed. Ips\vich, of which 
town he was the minister, was a noted and favorite station for the 
EJJ.~,r]i~h fishing ships that came to the COll:3t prt'\'j(lu:3 to the colonization 
of "\fassachusetts; and, aside from the facilities of acquiring informa­
tion [rom that source, he wa:3 I)(:rs(JlJ:Illy ;lclluainted ,,-ith Hoger Conant, 
the great actor in the events of which we are now to speak.t 

In the fi"llery at Cape Ann, the mini"tcr \\'hitt' seems to have had a 
person;" inV~rcst. In 1G25, Con alit, at his instance, ,"as appointed to 
sucl'c('d '1'y11y and Gankllcr in the management ()f the compal1Y's CUll­

(,I'rns there. COllant was ;dn';ldv in :\I'W Efll:;bl1l1. He nrrin'tl at 
PlYIJj()uth in 1(;;2:3; hut unhappy - then', and a\.'~Tsc to tl1<' rigid ,-il'ws 
of tb(' Pi Igrim", thougl! Iii IIJ"df a religious man, 1m, I ITIIlI ,\'C'I 1 tlll'll('e to 
J\;ml:I_:"kl L He uncl('rt()(,J~ tl](' fishery, wllich, proying uoprnfitaLle, 
\\';1" ;i1);llJdo[\('u. "He disliked till' plan' as much as tbl' merchants 
di,likl·d the I)/I"il!('~:";" and, plt-a~I'd "ith :\autllke;d~, (~:tlem,) rc­
Jll(j\'C'U t1wfe. Jk'''I'rtcd i)y his employer:" anrllwlpk.~s mid horde's of 
S;I";lgI''', he was atlvi,,(·d, iml'l()l'l'd, 'lIlll w:lrlled tIl quit the counl ry. 
j)i~l'lilfititurc and ruin h;ld attt'lHil'd the dIarts of,;otl1c ()fthe oe"l tIll'n 
ill 1':II.l!,I:i.Ull t() colonize i\"wfllUndlalJd; tIl'ath ami utlll'r s<JIlcaLlluitil's 
}1;1t! pul ;11\ end to till' colony ;Ittcmptetl in '\!:til\('; the plantal illn ;It 
\\'I'YIJI()uth hall produl'l'd ;1 b;lrYI·,,1 uf SOrrll\\' ;md p()\'('rty to it.-; pro­
jl'l.'t()r; till' col(Jny at Plymouth "lIn'iH'd, Imt a ,;il1d,' bt,;lt and nt'l hall 
;i/lli/(' S;I\'I·t! it ii'om utter ('\:tlIJ("tiol1; and now, the dc'stillY of .\lassa-
1'\rU"l'It" \\';1:'; "llspI'ntict.l upon the dl'l'isinn c,f an tjl'l'1I''ti tl;anD!,!I'l' of a 
fj"llI'ry. Conant knew and said that he staitl at his post at the hazard 

""-----,-"-------------------
• C,Illl',l (:I'''II',·"t,·r in ll;-t~, 
t Tht' 1:,'\-, \YilliallllIuhbanl WaH horn iu En~lantl in II':!J. antl elllllt' to America with his 

fathl'r in 1I;::~., I-T" was ~raduutl',1 at Harvard l'llin.'rsity, iu the first duss, iu 16-12. He was 
",'ltlt·,lnt Ip'lIil'h, :'I[a"'lIcl'lI,<,tts. 1U1Ll diet! tl",,.,, in 170-1, aged .":; Y""rs, His History ufXnv 
EII~I:lI"II'l'llIaiul'd in lIlHllll"'ril't uutill":l:\ when)t was pUbli"hed Ily tile :\fussGehus,:n" His· 
tori,'" I S"ci"ry, as u part "I' tl,..ir C"llcctions, 

.. '1'11,· Ulust original and vnlllahlt' part uf Hllhhanl's },istory," remarks Dr. YUllll!!. in the 
Chr""i"I,'" of ~I8ssnchust'tt", is the l'1I<'l,tL'r" in wl:i"h he giy,'" 118 n statemL'llt "I' liH'r, in rela­
tion lu th,' lil',( s<'tlj,.lIl1'nt, at ('al''-' Ann ami Salem, which ,'an be fuullLluowhere ,·b,." 'fh.·", 
fijt'ls rIll' io-arJlt'd I )"d"r illl'!in"1i to helien' Hubbartl ulothined froUl Cuuant hiUlsdf. "Liviug 
III 'I'swi,·h, lit, IlIlIst haH' hl'I'll acqullintl'tl with tllis prominent old planter, who n',i,l,''] but a 
fcw Iflile~ /i-om him, at H"vt'rl\', and who sUI,i,cd till ](;7U, I:'UIlll' '.If the t"ets which be rn­
lat,·., lit' "11111,1 hardly Inn't.' obtuined from filly orlll'r ,uun'f'," ~ " "\Ye Ulay 
tl,,·r<'l;)(',· ,·oll,i.],·r tbat " .. if w,- hav,' l(II!!N C'''lIallt'~ own narrative, ~~ taken dowli by 
I1l1j,j,ard in th,' cOllyersutiuns whicb Ill' held with him when collecting the Ulaterials for his 
hi"luI'Y·" 

Conant is ,·"t'rywllt'r,· ~pok('n of in tenns of resped, and was an l'x('t·1J..nt man. "The 
slIl'!'rior "olltlition of tbe persons who camtl over "ith the charter cu.'!t a shUll" UPOll him, and 
he lived in obscwity." 
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of his life. The minister White, grieved that. his assoc~ates ha? so 
suddenly relinquished their designs, entreated hIm to rem~m, promlSlng 
to send over a patent, men, provisions, and merchandls~, t? open a 
trade with the Indians. "As if animated with some supenor mstmct," 
and with visions of a future home for the stricken and hunted men of 
his own faith, he listened to the wise and courageous pastor's solicita­
tions. 

Three trusty companions,* designated. by Mr. \Vhite, consented to 
share his fate; but these, repenting of theIr engag~ment, fin~lly 'pressed 
him to depart with them to Virginia. In the lofhness of hIS vutue he 
uttered" Here will I wait the providence of God, thou~h al~ sho.uld 
forsake me!" They pledged themselves anew to remam wIth h~m; 
and one of them was soon despatched to England to procure supplIes, 
to renew the attempt to found a colony. . 

Meamvhile, Mr. ·White, true to his promises, never lost sIght of 
Conant, or of Massachusetts. The integrity and zeal of both were in 
due time rewarded with success. In 1627, when Sir Henry Roswell, 
Sir John Young, and other gentlemen, had purchased the country be­
tween the Merrimack and the Charles rivers, Mr. White caused these 
patentees to become acquainted with persons of similar rank in 
London, and thus enlisted Winthrop, Johnson, Sir Richard SaJtonstall, 
Cradock, and others, in the enterprise which he himself so untiringly 
promoted. The London gentlemen were at first associated with thuse 
of Dorchester; but in the end, became the sole patentees. Of this 
second company Endicott was the first agent, and on his arrival at 
Salem, in 16:2.,), he succeeded Conant in the management of afElirs. t 

It is important to remember that the London company, by their 
purchase, did not become propridors of a charter under which to 
people and govern a Commonwealth, but merely of a common patent 
granted ft)r purposes of trade, and similar to several that had been 

" These persons were John Woodbury, John Balch, and Peter Palfrey. "All benring the 
name of Woodbury, in New Eugland, probably descend from John, or his brother 'VilIiam." 
A son of Balch subs~uently married a daughter "I' Conant. The Hon. Juhn G. Palfrey claims 
Conant's Msociute, Pett'l", as his ancestor.-Cilron. Mass. 

t Endicott, after his arrival to supersede Conant and his associates, desired tIl<' company in 
England to send him U\"l'r a "Frenchman l'xperiencl'li in making of salt and pluntiug" of vines." 
In anRlyr-r to this request the company inf"rmed hilll, April, 1629, "·We have inquired dili­
gently for such, but cannot meet with any of that nation. N evortheless, God hath not left us 
Rlt<:'gether unprovided of a man able to undertake that work; for thnt we have pntertained 
Mr. Thomu" Gn,,',,", a man eoulIlwnlied to ns as well for his honesty as skill in many thino-s 
useful. First, he projesscth.grcat skill in the makil1~ oj salt, botlt in ponds and pailS, a~ also to 
find Ollt salt spnngs, or nunes," &0. Graves arnvod at Salem in June 1629 bnt did not 
remtlin in Ameriea, probably, many years. ' , 
. In 1629, the Mas~achus~ttB cOIIlpnny. se"':lt over from England" twenty-nine weight" of salt 
III the Mayflower, I' our Sisters, and PIlgnm, "together with lines, hooks kni"es boots and 
barrels, n~cessar~ for fishi?g;" wit~ directions to employ their men "eithp~ in hariJor or 'upon 
the bank,. aud Wlth u deall'e to theIr agent" to confer and &dvise with Mr. Peirce, who hath 
formerly fish",1 there." 
Th~ Mr. Pein-:e here menti.oned was a eelebratea navigntor of the time. Tile" Mayflower," 

or whICh ho was !n cOlllIDand lU 1629, was the same that brought over the PilgI1ms to Plymouth 
lll?e years pl:evlOusly IIt.,. was an experienced fisherman. In 1630 he was master of the 
Lwn, and IIf1We~ at Salem III M~y of ~hat year. He was again at Salem and at Boston, il! 
the .RaI?e vessel, m 1631; when hiS arnvnl was the ooeasion of lllueh joy as the colouistR were 
famlshmg, and he c~me " laden with provisions." It was apprehended that ho had been" cast 
a,:"uy, or taken by IJIrates." "The celebrated Roaer Williams and his wife ,. wero passenrrers 
WIth Captain Peirce in 1631.-C"ron. Mass. ., to 
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previously obtained by other companies that designed to adventure for 
fish and tius elsewhere in America. The original plan of Winthrop, 
Saltonstall, and their associates, while it embraced a settlement of 
their domain, still provided that the controlling power should remain 
in England. Mathew Cradock, a rich London merchant, in accord­
ance with this arrangement, was appointed by the patentees their first 
governor, in the sense that the head of the Bank of England is 
denominated "the governor" of that institution. Cradock,* subse­
quently, not only relinquished his office voluntarily, but proposed the 
me;lsure of transferring the government to the actual settlers. 

The wi~e, magnanimous, and patient \Vinthrop was his successor, 
and the first governor of the company who came to America. He 
arrived in 1G:JO, with a considerable body of colonists. Disembarking 
at Salem, he soon removed to Charlestown, and thence crCJ:3SL'J the riH'r 
to Boston, where he fixed his permanent home. These, as I under­
stand the subject, are the principal facts that relate to the origin of 
Massachusetts. 

In passing from the topic, a single ,vord more of Roger Conant. 
His history has not been written; it exists only in fragments. He 
was a good man. He PlJss,',","cd the truc test of merit, tor he ncvcr 
cl:ul1nred, or even ask('!i, ~)r reward. In his old age, he diel incll,('d 
pditioll, that as "Bud leigh," in End:md, ,vas }-jis birth-placc, so 
"Hllrlleigh,"t i,l AtII('rica, IlIight be his burial-I'l:IC'C'; but this poor 
bO(HI wa;; denied to the Christian hero, wh!1 stood by and s:I\Td dJe 
cololl), in the hour of extremity. If men would be -remembcred by 
tho:,(' who come after them, they must win battles, or acquire' 1)()siti'Jil 
in thc 1'::\ tate. Rog! 'r Conant was but an humble superintendent of a 
fislwry, and of a pblltation unck'rtaken among the bare rocks of Glou­
cc,;1t'1", alld is ft)rgottcn. 

William Brew,;tcr, of the Pilgrim bawl of Plymouth, was an accom­
plished scholar, and a man of di,;tinguished talents; in Europe he was 
clIg:lgcd in diplomacy, and was an intimate friend of the mini"ter of 
QU('('lI Elizabeth, who signed the death-warrant of the. beautiful .Mary 
1'::\1 uart, Queen of Scotland; but in America he \vas simply "a ruling 
del(T in the church;" and he, too, has passed from the memory of all, 
sa \·c tl,e students of history. 

We are now to trace the progress of the fisheries of ~rassachusetts, 
and r('('ord a serious quarrel at the outset. The circumstances, briefly 
rcbtell, Were these: The Pilgrims at Plymouth, and the merchants in 
ElIgLtnd who were interested with them, seem to have built a fishing­
stage and providcd other accommodations at Cape Ann, in 1624,* 

.. (;,ll'l'nJor Cnuloc.k was II member of Parliament for London in 1640. "A descendant, 
G" .. n~ .. ('ratlo"k, was an iIhabitunt of Boston in tlHl middle of the last century,"-Chroll. It/ass, 

t 'niH. WtlS in )(i71, aftor the second division of Sltlem, untl ufter the incorporation of Bev­
erly, Wlll('h name was adoptC'd without consulting Conant anti his friends. Hp gan' two reasons 
in hi" ''''fit ion ",r a change of tho name; ow', that the people were constantly nick-named 
"brgKarly;" and the other, that those who remained with him in the crisis mentioned in the 
text, liS well a' hitn~t'lf, w"l'e born in "Bullleigh." He built the first house in SaleHl, and his 
son Hug"f 1I'1l~ th., tir't white child born thl'l'l', HI' died in Beverly, 1679, at the age of .'"',1, 

t The ,'olony of Plymouth obtained a patent of Cape Ann about the year 16:.!3, and sent 
veSSt"" tiler" to fish. A" stage," for the IIccommouuriun of their fishermen, WIIS built lit the 
CUpl' in 1624. 
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which one Hewes, in command of a West of England ship, occupied 
in the ab:,:cnce of the Plymouth fishermen. Hewes acted u~der the 
orders of these merchants, who now, it further appear.s, had cl,s~olv:ed, 
or were about to dissolve, their business relations wIth the Pllgnms, 
and some of whom, on account of the difficulties that had occurred, 
cherished an enmity towards them. On hearing that Hewes had taken 
possession of the stage, Governor Bradford ordered. the reno~ned In~ 
dian-slayer, Miles Standish, to eject him. Hewes refused to YIeld, and 
Standish resolved to employ force. Hewes made a sort of breast-:v,ork 
on the stage of the casks used in fishing, and was thus. strongly fortIfied, 
while his opponents were on the land and almost at hIS mercy. At the 
point of collision and bloodshed, Conant (of whom we have spoken) 
and Captain Pearce, a fast friend of the Plymouth settlers, who was 
also there with a fishing-ship, interposed their good offices, and. suc~ 
ceeded in compromising the difficulty, Hewes and his men agreemg to 
erect another stage. . 

The next incident that deserves our attention is or a chfferent nature. 
Mr. Higginson, the first minister of Salem, arrived in 1629. ~bout one 
hundred of the coloni8ts dicll before the close of the followmg year, 
and among them this excellent divine. He wrote a tract called "N~w 
England's Plantation," ,vhich was published * in IG30, and contams 
the followina alowirw deRcription of the treasures 'of our seas: "The 00 'J • . 

abundance of sea-fish," he says, "are almost beyond believing, and 
sure I should scarce have believ('(l it, except I had seen it with mine 
own eyes. I saw great store of whales and grampusses, and such 
abundance of mackerels that it would fl.stonish one to behold, likewise 
codfish in abundance on the coast, and in their season are plentifully 
takl'l1. There is a fish called bass, a most sweet and wholesome fish 
as ever I did cat; it is altogether as gooJ as our fresh salmon, and the 
season of their coming was begun when we came first to l"ew Eng­
land in June, and so continued about three months' space. Of this fish 
our fishers take many hundreds together, which I have seen lying on the 
shore, to my adJIliration: yea,· their nets ordinarily take more than they 
are able to hall to land, and for want of boats and men they are con­
straincll to let many go after they have taken them, and yet some­
times they fill two b():lts at a time with them. AmI besides bass, 
we take plenty of scate and thornbacli:s, and abundance of lobsters, 
and the least hoy in the plantation may both catch and eat what he will 
of them. For Illy own part I was soon c10yeLl with them, they were 
so great and fat, ~lllli luscious. I have seen some myself that have 
weighed sixteen pounds; but olhers have had, divers times, so great 
lobsters as have weighed twenty-five pound, as they assure me. Also 
here is abuwlance of herring, turbut, sturgl'Ol1, cusks, haddocks, mul­
lets, eels, crabs, muscles and oysters. BeRide8, there is probability 
t~at the country is of an C'xccllent temper for the mal,jng of salt; for 
Sll1ce our comll1g our fishermen have brought home very good salt, 

~ Th.., Rev. Francis Higginson was born in 1588, and was educated at Cambridge, England. 
Excluded from his pulpit for non·conformity, ho was invited to come to Amorica by the com­
pany engaged in the colonization of Massachusetts. Hll was ordained at Salem, in August, 
1629. He left a wife and eight children, who, after his decease, removed to Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, and subsequently to New Havell, Connecticut. 
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which they found candied, by the standing of the sea-water and the 
heat of the sun, upon a rock by the sea-shore; and in divers "alt 
l!Iclr,,)ws that some have gone through, they have found some salt in 
SOlIJf: pbces crushing under their feet and cleaving to their shoes." 

Winthrop* followed with his colony, as has been obsc'rved, in 1630, 
and records in his journal that on the passage, "we put our ship in 
stavs, and took, in less than two hours, with a few hooks, sixty-seven 
COllfi,.:b, most of them very great fish, some a yard and a half long and 
a Y;JI(J in compass." And again he says, "we heaved out our hooks, 
;llJd took twenty-six cods: so we all feasted with fish this day." And 
still furthcr, a few days afterwards, "we took many mackerels, and 
met a shallop, which stood from Cape Ann towards the Isles of Shoals, 
which belonged to some English fishermen." 

These passages are selected from the many relating to our subject, 
which me to be fc)und in the journals, letters, and other dl II 'ument" of 
the time, not only for the purpose of shO\ving the impressions l If the 
early settlers, but their accounts of the manner of fishina, and the 
Il;Jtllre of the intelligence which thl'y tran~mitted to England to induce 
adllitional uni.!2Tations. A single illll~tration of the suflerings of the 
colonisr,.;, iliid of their ciepCllOC[II-T UpOll the S(';lo3 for support, and t'\'('!1 

to preserve them from uttcr starvation, as at Plymouth, m~ly properly 
follow. 

Johnson, who (,:1[11e over in IG30, (nl111 probably in "\Yinthrop's fleet,) 
who wa" a 1Ilf'1ll1 Il'r of the House of llqm '''1 'lltati VI'S up\yords of tWt'lIty­
ti\'I' Y(':lrs, :llld spt'nklT of th:1t lJndy in ItJ:j;j, in his curious but v(ry 
vaillal JJ(, \\'or1\-" \ y'onder "\'\' orkin~ Pr()\"ic/c-nce of ;--:io[] , s ;-0:; Iviour in 
l\'1~W EngLmd," published in LOll:lun ill l(j!)H-spl'uks uf P<T:"IIlJS 
who, "in tIlC al,,;clll:e of Gread, it.'<lsted themselvl's with fish; the 
women, once a day, ;1" tiJ(' tide gave' \\':l~r, rcsortint.; to Illusd<,s and 
Cblll-h;llIk:-;, when' thf7 daily gntbl'H'cl their familivs' ti)(lIl with much 
IW;lvellly disClllHSl: of the provisions Christ had timnerly made tor 
m:llly tl!(llls;llId" (If his followers in the wildernl'ss;" of moilwr,;, meek 
lIll<j i·(',.:i!.!I[J'11 in their destitution, who smiled oYer their children, !:Incy­
ill." tlwt tlil'y wcre as "ttlt and lu"ty with tt'('(ling upon muscles, dallJ~S, 
ill1d other li,.:lt, as they wcw in Endand with their fill of bread, which 
madc t III 'Ill cheerful ii-l thc Lord's 11roviding for theIll:" of olhers, \\"111l, 

mid" tllC ,L!,n':lt sl raits this wilderness people \"ere in," were rdieved 
bcc:lllsl' "l 'hri",t cClUsed abundance of vcry good fish to come to thcir 
nl'l,; and hooks;" and of still 01111'rs, \"ho, "unprovided \vith these 
11 [1'; 1 [IS, C;lll,t.;ht them with their hands; and so \"jth fish, wild onion.;;:, 
Ulul (It\lC'r h('rl)s, were s\vl'l'tly satisfied till other provisions c;lme in;" 
[/l1d, filially, that "this ycar of sild di3tress \Vas eneled with a terrible 
cold. wintl~r, with weekly S!lIJ\Y,::, and filTce fr().~t." between, while COl1-

g,';dll1~ Charks river, a~ well from thc to\yn to seaward as al)l)\T, in-

* .'"Im "'jnthrnl', firRt T(,i,"'"t governor of '\la~sal'hn8dt8, was born in Grnton, England, 
in I;,~i. IlII<I was bred to tll11 lnw. He was !l. mun of eonsiuerable fortnne. Ht' arri"l'l'd nt 
r-:"J,·III .. 1<111", Jli:l1l. IIi, j<lllrllal of oceurrences in the cnlnllY down to the Y"ar Ill.!."', as 
eliit,·,\ liy th" Hon . .Jilin"" ~:lYIl~", OIl' 13oston, is ODe of the Illos't'valuahle "'<Irks f'xtant tn the 
10,"1""1' Awl'ri"Ill! iJistory. He died in lU.jCi, aged 61, "worn out by toils and depressoo by 
ullli,·rin",." 

• HevuulitliJed in purt.~, in s()veral volumes of ColI. Mass. His. Soc., second series. 
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somuch that men might frequently pass from one island to another~upon 
the ice.""" 

The aspect of affairs was soon changed. The arrivals of articles of 
necessity from England, the opening ~f the soil to l~us~andry, and the 
buildinrY of vessels, afforded the colonIsts ample rehef m the course of 
a few years. The" Blessing of the Bay," a li~tle. barque of t~irty 
tons, was launched as early as 1631. Her name mdlCates the feelmgs 
of Governor 'Vinthrop, who built her;t and relates in a word the story 
of the pressing wants of his peoplc.t This vessel proved t~e "bless­
inrY" she was desirYned to be, and ,vas the means of openmg a com­
m~nic:1tion with the Dutch settlers in New York, as well as of main­
tainiuO" constant intercourse with various parts of Massachusetts. 

In 1633 a vessel was built at Boston, and called the" Trial:" three 
years after, the "Desire," of one hundred and twenty tons, was 
launched at Marblehead. Another, of three hundred tons, was built 
at Salem in 1640; and the fifth in the colony, at the same place, in 
1642. Meantime, the Dove, a pinnace of about fifty tons, had made a 
voyage to Boston, laden with corn, to blarter away for fish, and what­
ever other commodities the colonists could spare. Such was the com­
mencemeut of the navigation and commerce of Massachusetts. 

Fish were exported from Boston, for the first time, I suppose, in 
1633. The adventure was to a southern colony; and Governor 'V in­
throp appears to have been interested in the voyage. The vessel, 
which was laden with furs as well as the products of the sea, was 
wrecked on the outward passage when near the Capes of V.irginia. 
Another circumstance of interest occurred the same year, namely, the 
conviction of "the first notoriolls tlwif in Jfnssachusetts;" who, for steal­
ing fish, corn, and clapboards, was sentenced to the fort'eiture of his 
estate, to be whipped, to be bound as a servant for three years, and to 
be afterw31'ds at the disposal of the court. 

Mr. Cradock, though he never came to Massachusetts, established a 
fishery at Mystick, and built a house at Marblehead, which was burned 
in 1634, "there being in it Mr. Allerton II and many fishermen whom 
he emplo¥ed that season." Thus we connect the first governor who 
was appomted under the patent, and the first governor who resided in 
the colony, with the fisheries of Massachusetts, a branch of industry 

~ Rog~r Clap. in his Memoirs, speaking of the scarcity of provisions in 1630, says: "Many 
a time, If I could have filled my belly, though with mean victuals, it would have been sweet 
Wlto me. Fish was a good help unto me and others." ,,# ~ " .. Oh! the hun!.(er that mo.ny 
suffered, an? saw. no hop~ in an eye of reason to be supplied, only by clams, and muscles, and 
fish. "\V" did qUickly bUild boats, and some went a fishing." Again, he says: "Frost-fish, 
muscles, and clams, were a relief to many." -

t It ~ould appear fr~.m the. instructions of th? Massachusetts Company, in 1&29, that a vessel 
was bUilt prevIOusly: . And If you send. the ships to fish at the Bank," say they, " and expect 
them not to retu.rn agam to the plantatlOll, that then you send our bark that is alre/Uly built in 
the country to brmg back our fishermen, aud such provisions as they had for fishing," &c., &c . 

. t ~n 1633, the ~ev. John Cotton, minister of Boston, the Rev. Thomas Hooker, the first 
mlDister of Cambndge, and the Rev. Samnel Stone, one of the first ministers of Hartford 
came over to Ame;i?lL in the 5ame vess?\. On their arrival, the people were told that thei; 
three great necessltICs were now supplIed, for they had Cotton for their clothing Hooker for 
their fishing, and Stone for their bnilding." , 

U The Plymouth Pilgrim who came over in the Mayflower. 
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which now many affect to believe is fit only for the attention of "the 
ignorant, the superstitious, and the improvident." 

About the year 1636 the celebrated Hugh Peters,'" minister of Salem, 
moved the people there to raise a capital for the purpose of commencing 
the business of fishing. With untiring zeal he went from place to place, 
and labored in public and in private to accomplish this design, and to 
induce his flock to build ships and to embark in commerce. He was 
eminently successful, and personally engaged in the enterprises which 
he recommended to others. To him belongs, in a very great de.rrree, 
the merit of founding the fisheries and trade of that city. Durin.g his 
residence and mini?;try, Salem was without a rival in maritime affi1i.rs, 
and claimed to become the capital. His departure for EnglandQuw a 
check to business; Boston acquired the ascendency, and \\';lS i'dt'ctnl 
as the seat of government. That part of it now called ~Iarblepead soon 
obtained a superiority in the fisheries, and petitioned for an act of 
incorporation; while Gloucester, Manchester, and the wlj()lt· e;l"tern 
shore of Massachusetts, engaging in the same pursuits, still further l('s­
"wned its importance for a considerable period. Of the mercha nt min­
ister, Pelf:rs, we may add, that, taking the side of Cromwdl in the 
civil war ill England, he was eXI,ctltcd there on the restoration of the 
Stuarts.t It is supposed in a late Englii'h publication that Peters was 
one of the two masked f'x('cutil JIILTS of Charles the First, and that it was 
he who lwld up the monarch's head to the view of the multitude. 

In 1G3g we have the origin of the system of prote-etion. By an act 
o~ that YI':lr, r:l.~sl'd for the cncour:lgement of the fish:ril's, !t was pro­
vHkd tlI;,t al vesscls and other property employed 10 taklI1!,:", ('unng, 
and transporting fish, according to the usual couro;c of fishing YUY;I,QL'S, 

should be exempt from all dutil''; and public taxes til!' seven y('ur,;; and 
that all fishermen durillg the sea"on for their business, as well as ship­
builders, should be excused fi'Dln the perfiJfIl1ance of military duty. 
Such a law, in the infancy of the colony, \\"hen contributiuns li'om cyery 
estate, and the personal service in arms of every citizell, were impera­
tively demanded by the exigcncil'" of the times, shu\\'s the cleep import­
ance "which was attached to this branch of business by the [ttbers of 
the COIl1(lJ( )ilwealth. 

Of the year 1641, Lechford, in his" Plain Dealing; or,1'(',ys from 
New EllglaIHl," (prirltl'd in London, 1GJ2,H says that tbe peopll' were 
"setting on tlw manufilcture of linen and cotton cloth, and the fishing 
trade;" tlIat they Were "/JUilding of ships, and had a good store o~f 
barb, catches, lighters, shallops, and other Yt':,seis;" and that" they 
had lJUildcd and planted to admiration fl)r the time." 'Ye learn from 
J()lIl1::'OIl, ill the work alrencly lllt'ntioned, that the Rev. Richard Blind-

• Or Hugh l'dt'r. 

t Hnt('hinRon Prt'RflITflS, in his Collection of Pnpers, a letter from Mr. John Knowle~ to 
Gov,'flwr I,,·,",'rl'lt, .lated at London in loii, loy which it appears that Per.'rs·s widow was in 
gr.'lIt I,",",·rry. 1{lIowjp< SIIY': "~ir, th"l'e j< Hnother trouble which I presume tt, putt upon 
you; wlJl['h i'. to 'p .. Hk to th .. reverend Mr. Hi!.:~iIlson, pa<tour of Salem, to mo'",! that ('00· 

gr(,~lItj(J1l ro do,' ~nmethiog for the maintenance of )11',. Peters, who, since her husband suf­
tt'fI'd 111'1"1', harh dl·I"·,1I1 .. .1 wholly upon Mr. Cockquain IIllti that church whereof he is I'I"tour. 
I f,'ar shl' will I ... tiJ]"'t'd to "t·k .. her lhin\( ill th,' ,rr ... 'ts, if some (,our,1' be not tak .. n for h~r 
rt,lid, .. itlwr hy ;\[r. lIi!.!gill<IJIl Of 1\[r. ()x"IIIJri.j!.!l', or somt' other snnpathizing ministf'r." 

t Hl'publi~be.l in Collections of Mass<lcLu"l'tts Historical Sodety: vol. 3d of:.J.l series, 
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man had e::lthered a church at Cape Ann, "a place of fishing, being 
peopled with fishermen;" and that" their fishin}s ,;rade would ?e ve.ry 
beneficirrl had they men of estates 10 ~ manage It. 'Ye read III W m­
throp's Journal, that "this year the men followed fishmg so well that 
there was about three hundred thousand dry fish sent to the market:" 
and in Hubbard, that the colonists received letters from England by 
the English fishing ships that came to th: Piscataqua. In 1642, :v~ 
find in \Vinthrop that the same class of shIps brought news of the cIVil 
W<lr3 between the Kine: and Parliament, "whereupon the churches kept 
divers days of humili~tion;" and that" there arrived another ship with 
salt which was put off for pipe-staves," so that "by an unexpected 

, . h fi h' " d . providence" there ,\';IS" a supply of salt to go on WIt s. ll1g: an m 
Holmes, that" the settlement at Cape Ann was establIshed to be a 
plantation, and called nlouccster." Again, \Vinthrop records, in 1643, 
the return of the Trial, "Mr. Thomas Graves, an able rind a godly 
man, mrrster," from a ,"oyage to Bilboa and Malaga. This was the 
first vessd built at Boston. Her outward cargo consisted of fish, 
"\vhich she sold at a good rate;" and she brought home" wine, fruit, 
oil, iron, and wool, whil'h was a great advantage to the country, and 
gayc encouragement tn trade." 

In 16J4, \n~ have an incident pertinent to our purpose, which is related 
with :,nme partic'l1brity in the chronicles of the time. It aplwars that 
a London ship of twcnty-f,)ur guns, C,lptain Stngg, arrived at Boston, 
with :l. car!.!o of willI', from TClleriffe; that a Bristol ship, bden with 
fish, lay in the harbor at the same time; that St;tgg, authorized hy a 
commission from the Cromwell party in England to capture vessels 
belOllu:illg to Bri:,tnl, malIc prize of this ship; and that :l. Bristol mer~ 
ch:ll1t, and others interested in the vessel and cargo seized by Stlgg, 
collected a mob, and raised a tumult. It appears, further, that some of 
the citizC'lls of Boston, apprelll~nsive of serious COllsequences, m:lde 
prisnllers of the merchant and other strangers, and carried them before 
Winthrop, who confined them under guard in a public house; and that 
the l)('oI'll' of the town concerned in the affair were committed to 
primn. St:-tgg ,yas next called to an account, but it was found that he 
bd not transc('wll'd llis authority. A g['('at C'xcitement was produced 
by the OCc'UlTl 'nce; and some of the ministers, participating in the com­
mon iL'eling, spoke har:,hly of SCI,!!!! in their >,wrmons, and exhorted the 
magi:'tratl's to maint:lin the peopll"s liberties, which they considered 
had I wen violated by his act. A part of the magistrates were of the 
opinion that the Bristol ship should be restored; '-but the majority ex­
pressl'tl a clifff'rent view of the case, and BtaO'cy was allowed to retain 
his prize. But the merchants of Boston, wh~, it would seem, were 
owners of the cargo of fi"h, petitioned to be allowed to test the riO'ht of 
the captor to their property, by a suit at ~aw. Their request was gra~ted; 
yet, when .the governor, SIX other ~n~gIstI~ates, and the jury assembled, 
they were mduc('d to refer the deCISIOn of the whole matter to the court 
of admira~ty. Thus terminated an af£'1ir which, at the moment, wore 
a very senous .aspect, and threa~ened to involve the government of 
l\IassaC'hus~tts 111 a controversy WIth their Puritan friends in England. 

Concludmg our account of the vear 1644 with the remark that one 
ship, built at Cambridge, and another, built at Boston, sailed £i'om the 
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latter place for the Canaries with cargoes of fish and pipe-staves, we 
come, in 1G40, to the first voyage undertaken on the distant fishing 
grounds ot l'\ewfoundland. The projectors of the enterprise -were 
merchants ()f B()stou and Charlestown, who, according to \Vinthrop, 
"sent forth a ship and other vessels" to the Bay of Bulls. The effects 
of the civil war between Charles and his people, felt, as we han' just 
SCCll, in the capture of the Bristol ship in Boston, were disastrous even 
in tll';sc remote seas; for when these ve~sels had nearly completed 
their [cm's, the ship ancI most of their fish ,,;ere seized by a cruiser 
bclrJllp-ing to the King's party, and retained, to the great loss of the 
mcrclJ;llJts. 

By ;m act of l\Iassachusetts, in 1647, every householder \YClS allowed 
"fr( 'r, fishing and fowling" in any of the great ponds, b:lYs, (,,,y(,s, and 
river~, n~ f;1 r "as the sea ebbs and Hows," in their n'''pr·c:tivc to\yns, 
unks" "the freemen" or the general court" had otherwise appropriate(l 
tllClll." By a Inw of the following yC'ar, fisllPrmen and otbers \yere 
forbidden to continue the practi('r' r,f Cllttinu fuel and timber, \vith()ut 
lici'lIs(', Oll bnds owned by individuals or to\yns; though during th(' ti-h­
iug S('H"Ol1, })(,["SOIlS who beloll.!!(,(l to the ('u1ul!Y wight still dry tllf'ir fish, 
and Uf'e wood ;Iud timbe1' I1CC('C'S;/I-Y for their lJU"il1l'ss, on all such Jnnds, 
llY Ill;d.;ing ";Itisfilction to tIll' pwp;:il'1(,rs. Tlw:,e law~ W('1'e fi)llO\vnl, 
in 1Gr)2, by Dllother, whir'h providecl tClr the appointment (.1' sworn" fish 
\' jewcl's," ;It "cvI:ry fishing ]llan'" \\' ithin the jurii'diction, who \"ere 
r('ijuin'cl to rejccI as unl11crdwIJI;lble, nll ",,;ull-llurnt, ";;IIt-burnt, <lml 
dry fish, that hath be( '11 fir,.;t pickled," ;mil -wh(J_~e ji '('S on merchantable 
fi.~ll WI'f(' fixed at (Jlle PI'Il"Y Ill!' quint;d, "to II" p"id, one half I)y the 
deliverer, and tbe other half I,y the rc'l.'L'i\IT."* 

l\I(,:tlltimc, a schism b;ld oc~:urn'.] !lcl,,-r'l'n certain p(TSOnS ~lIld the 
rlljillg PO\\'('!"s of l\Iass;lClll1.~dts; ,lt1cl 11](' til/-nwr, emhHlyilIC!" tlwir ,.;ul'­
poo'( ,tt gricv;ll1ces in pl'titions to the Lm-ds (' I >lllrTlissioncrs ot" 'fr;1 (11- and 
1>1;1111;11 iOIlS, lwd circuLttcd tlll'''(' P;'l"'I"" f{n- Si,!..!U;ltUI"I'. "Tlwy II"cl 
s('111 t1ll'ir "g('uIS up and dll\HI till' cnuntr.\"," rdates Hul,barcl, "I'llt of 
tlll' 1ll:111.' tlll"I.~:llId~ t}wy spake of~ t]J('y c('llld tjnd (lilly twclJly-ti\(~ 
Iwntls \u th" ('llief ll('tililln; and tl103e \\"l're, for the IllI)"t part, either 
}OUIIg- 1111'11 wllo L':lllll' ()\"L'r scrvallt.~, Dnd t1l'YlT hud u\"(?r mUL'h sllcw of 
religi(1/1 in tll<'l11, or fishermen of Marhle'heael, j("ilr"cl to be pru±:ll1e per­
SOil", eli\(TS (II' \\'llOm \\"(,re brought from ~l'\\-llluIlllland tor the fishing 
8(';'''(111, iJlld su to return il!..!:ain." 

To ~-cli('\"l' our nmTilti'~ (', \Ye ~1Qy now. select some amusing pas­
S;I,!.!('S frol11 J(),,~('lyn. TIJl~ YI'l'ilL'l<IU" chromcler-who sa,,· I, fi-n~" that, 
\\ll('l1 they sit upon their brecch, are a foot high," anel ascertained that 

, • In ".Au .\lJ"tl"llt't of tho Lull'S of KI'll" Ellglitll<]," priuted in Lunclon in 11;.-,:), and l,y "\Yil­
lUlIn A.'pmwnll, tIl<' l'uhli_,ll<'r, aSl'ril ... J to ~lr, Cottou, wl(ieh Hutchinson, who pre"er,I''; it in 
hi, "( '"H, ... tiou of I'up!'["," "iI\" ""ngllt ratu"r lit.' ('utitl",l An .H,,;trad of a Cllde or S\"B­

t"1ll of Li(II., l'l"I'pllr~'<l for thl' l'Ollllllllll\\-,'alth "I' )l;(ssllehusC'tts Bay," \H' find in chapr"r :J<l, 
Ulllier till' iJ/,lIci .. t II till' Protl'erilill und Pro,ision ,If tIll' l'ountn-" the /i.llol1ilJC': -, Because 
fisll i., tlu' ,'lIi"I" 01 apll' cOlllmodity of the country, thereillre ali due incouragel11('l1t t,. be 
gi\-I'll «1110 RIWh hHlHls ItR shall sptt forward the trUll" uf tishing, and [Ill' that ,,\1<1 a lal\" tu be 
Illad_" 1",,( W!tIlSll:',er, shull al'ply theulse!\"I's to sett forward th~ trade of fishing, 11_< fi"hermen, 
1111lfllll'rN, nnt! slllJlwnghts, "lHlll hI' allll'\"L,tl, llil\ll fur man, ;lIllll' or other (If the Iah(lurers of 
tJ", ('ount)")' til plunt nud 1""11)11' IIII' them in the s('aSIIll of the \"<'are at the pul.li'!ue chnrgl's of 
tIll' l'ommoD\'I"I'ulth, till· Ih" .'1'11"1' or rl(I'''' seaven Yeun's Dext. ensuing, and sncL labourers to 
~ ulIVe,jllted Ulld puid Ii)' (lie treasurer of the ConUnunwealth." 



128 

"barley frequently degenerates into oats" -made two vo:yages 10 N e~ 
Enoland and lived here a number of years. He was III Boston m 
1663. He thus discourses of fish: "The sea-hare is as big as grampus 
or herring-hog, and as white as a sheet. * * * I h~v:e seen stur!5.eon 
sixteen foot in length; of their sounds they make ISInglass, whIch, 
melted in the mouth, is excellent to seal letters: "" "" "" negroes or 
sca-del'ils, a very ugly fish, having a ?lack scal.e: "" ""., * squids, a 
soft fi",h somewhat like a cudgel, theIr horns like a snaIl s: * "" ,. 
the dolphin; the ashes of their teeth, mixed with honey, is good ~o 
assuagl' the pain of breeding-teeth in children: * * ,. the ale~Je 
is like a her'ring, but has a bigger belly, therefore called an alewIfe: 
• ,. ,. the bass is a salt-water fish, too, but most an end taken in 
rivers: one writes that the fat in the bone of bass's head is his hrains, 
which is a lie: '* ,. ,. the salmon the first year is a salmon-smelt, the 
second a mort, the third a spraid, the fourth a soar, the fifth a sorrel, the 
sixth aforkct-tail, and the seventh year a salmon." One kind of turtle, 
he says, if burned to ashes and mixed with oil and wine, "healeth sore 
legs," while the burnt shell, if compounded with whites of eggs, 
"healcth women's nipples;" and he avers that sea-muscles, if dried and 
pulverizl'(l, "will perlectly cure the piles," and that" trout's grease is 
good for the piles and cliits." Of the inhabitants of the sea he enu­
merates sixty,four kinds, to some of which he affixes names sufficiently 
barbarous to display his stock of learning; and concludes with the re­
mark, that "the fish are swum by, and the serpants are creeping on­
terrible creatures-carrying stings in their tails that will smart worse 
than a sat!Jr's whip, though it were as big as Mr. Shepperd's, the mad 
gentleman at Milton-Mowbrayes Constantinus Lasculus." 

We turn from Josselyn to an angry king. To supply a circulating 
medium, Massachusetts, as early as 1652, commenced the coinage of 
the" pine-tree" shilling-pieces, at which Charles the Second Was much 
displeas('cl. The general court, in 1677, to appease him, ordered a 
present of "ten barrels of cranberries, two hogsheads of samp, and 
three thousand codfish."· During the same year about twenty fish­
ing- Vl's:-,ds ,YC1"(' captured by the Indians on the coast of Maine. Most 
of them were owned in Salem; and having from three to six men each, 
could have made a successful resistance had they not been taken by 
surprise; or, as says Hubbard, had they not been" a dull and heavy­
m?ulded sort oK people," without" either s.kill or courage to kill any­
tlung but fish. In fact, some vessels did make a manful defence, 
lost a number of men killed, and caITied home nineteen others wounded. 
A large vessel was immediately equipped by the merchants of Salem 
and despatched to re-capt!-1r~ their vessels and punish the captors: 
The IndlO.l1s plundered the fishing-ketches, abandoned them, and eluded 
their pursuers. 

In 16?2 S~lem lost by removals a~out a quarter part of its whole 
population, m consequence of the tnals for witchcraft. The world 
rings with the enormities of this delusion. It should wonder rather 
that witchcraft in ~merica was so nearly confined to the fishin~ county 
of Essex, at a pcnod when all England was peopled with witches and 

if Hume says that the usual oath of Charles the S~cond WIil!, II COd'~ji8h." 
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goblins, nnd ,,,hen the venerable and devout Sir Mathew Hale doomed 
two wum('n to be hanged for vexing with fits the child of a herring 
merchant! The prosperity of t'-:llem was checked from other causes. 
In 1697, John Higginson wrote his brother Nathaniel, that in 1689 h~ 
had obtained a comfortable estate, anel was as much concerned in the 
fishing tmde as most of his neighbors; but that, in the course of the 
.war (then soon to be terminated) he had met with considerable losses; 
that trade had much diminished; that of upwards of sixty fishing ves­
sels owned in 1hat town at the ("nmmellcement of hostilities, only "ix 
rernained; and that he belien·d no place in Massachusetts had suffered 
more by the war than S;ilCl11. 

At the close of the century, as we learn from Neal, the merchants of 
Ma,.;sachusetts e:xported about onr' hundred thousand quintals of dried 
Cf)(l/i:"dl annually to Portugal, :-<p:lill, and Italy, of the value (If four 
hundred thousand dollars; whik it'om another source ,n° :Ire informed, 
th;l1, disregarding the navigiltion act of ElIg1:tnd, a IarC'/' contraband 
COllJmercc was maintained by the merchants of Bostou with Olost of 
Europe. 

Thus fin- the mention of Mar 11k head h[IS been incidental. Originally 
a part of Salem, and more pro- [wJ"(Jns in the prosecution of the cod­
fishery, it was supposed to ('lllll;lin at I >lit' period U .!.!Teater population 
than its parent town. Departing' from tbe chronolopical order hitherto 
pn'serve(] in the narrative, I slHlll here consider its histl >ry it::' connected 
with our subject, 1()r auont half a ("c!llllry. We have alrc;ldy seen the 
ugl'Jj('Y of" clergYlllcn in c.~I;1 blislJing th(~ fi"heries of (; Ifll1f"l~skr and :-<a-
1('IIl, and arc now to quoll' at lar.£;I' from tile autobiogmphy urtbe Rev. 
John Barnard, to sho\V his influence at MarbleheDd. He commcnced 
hii-> lllillistC'rial labors i.n 1714, at \\hic:h time, he S;I)"S, "tlll're was not 
so much as one proper carpenter, nor milson, nor tailor, nor butl"lwr, 
in tbe town." And he continues: "The peopll' cflIlt/:nt(·J tlll'Il1sdvcs 
to 1)(' the slaves that digged in tbe mint'S, and lett the 1I1I'rl"hant,.; of 
Boston, Salem, ;lI1cl Europe to c;my aW;IY the gains; hy which me;ms 
the town was always in disll1ally poor c:in':llmstanc:es, invuh"('ll in dl·ht 
to dll' merchants more than they were ,yorth; nor could I find t"'('nty 
fitmilics in it that, upon the 1)(',.;t l''';lI11ill;l!ion, could stalld Ul'llll their 
own legs; and they 'HTC generally as rude, swearing, drunken, and 
figllting a crew, as lhey ,n'!'l' poor. 

" I soon sa.w that the t(lwn had a. price in its hands, and it was a 
pity tbey had not a heart to improve it. I theref(xe laid myself out to 
"I't ;w(ju;lintance with the Encyli"h masters of vC'i'sels, that Ilnight bv b u '- ,.., 
tltCIll be let into the IDy,;tITY of the fish trade; nnd in a little time I 
gainerl a pretty thorou,~h lln'clerstandillg of it. \\' hell I s;! \V the aclY<lIl­
t;I.'2:I·'; of it, I thought iLll1Y duty to stir up my people, such as I thought 
would hearkell to me, and Wt'/"(' capable of practising upon the ;IctvicI:'. to 
f;f'nd 1 he fish to market tbemselYL'~' that they might reap tlIP benefit of 
it, to the enriching themselves and sl'!"\"in cy the town. But alas! I l'1il~hl 
ill";l'in' no man ,,':"ith cour;l.gc and resolution enough to ('ng~:gl' in it, ~iil 
1 tw·t with l\Ir. Joseph t-:wctt, a youna man of strict justice, .!2."reat. lll­
dustry, enterprising gt'Iliu,;, quick apprehension, and fi.rm resolutIOn, 
but of ::'IllDll Iln"tune. To him I opened myself fully. hud the sc:l!une 

9 
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clearly before hi:-ll, and he hearkened unto me, and was wise enough 
to put it in practlce. !Ic first se~t a small c.argo to Barhadoes. 

" He soon found he mcreased hIs stock, bUIlt vessels, and sent the fish 
to Europe, and prospered in the trade to the enriching. of himself; and 
some of his f~lmil.v, by carrying on the trade, have arrIved at large e~ 
tates. The more promising young men of ~he town ~oon fol!owed . hIS 
example; that n?w* ,ve have betwe~n thlr.ty llnd forty ShlpS, bngs, 
snows, and topsaIl schooners, engaged III foreIgn trade. From so small 
a beginning the town has risen into its present flourishing circumstances, 
and we need no foreigner to transport our fi . ..:h, but are ablc o~lrselves 
to send it all to the mark(~t." He relates, aha, that the "puhlIc ways 
were vastly mended;" that the manners of the people had greatly im­
proved; that "we have many gentlclI1anlike and polite flmilies;" 
and that "tlw \Try fishermen f:'corn the rudeness of the former genera­
tion." I may add, as tbc contribution of lmother pen, that ::\Ir. Bornard 
so zealrm;:ly studied the" mysu'ry " of naval arcbitecture, as to acquire 
great skill; and that "several of his draughts, the amusement of 
leisure hours, were commended hy llJ:l"kr ship-builders." He was 
faithful in the pcrftmnance of his c1tTie;ll duties; and besides be­
stowing much in common charities, guwral1y supported t,,·o boys at 
school. He was eminent fur his lenming and pit'l)'; was distinguished 
among the divines of America of the last century; and in his old age 
wa;; regarded" as the f;ltber of the churches." "His form was re­
markaldy erect, and ]1(' neyer bent under the infirmity of Yf'ars. His 
countenan("t.~ \Va;; grand, his mien l!lajestic, :lnd there was dignity in his 
whole deportl1lE:>nt." The" north church" in Boston was built for 
~lim, and he prea~'hecl tbe dc(lication sermon, expecting to he ordained, 
m :ttT(Jl"(lanc.p. \Ylth a mutu;ll agreement; but Ill' wa;; supplanted by 
another c:mdldate, who po;;sessed the filYOr of (~otton .\lather. "Of this 
transaction II<' could not S[H'<l];; with calmness to the day of his death." 
He scr\'('~ th.e people of l\T:lrhlehead npwards of fifty years, and de­
sc~rves tllClr kmd remembrance in all corning time. Let our fishermen 
everywhere t;~ke (·nu.r(lg('. 'Vlth such benefactors in the past, there 
r~mst he hope !l1 the future, cheerless to them as seems th8 present. 

\Ve return to the Yl'ar 1714, near \vhieh time the first Y('sspl of the 
class called SclWOWT ,vas built at Gloucester, by Andrew Robinson. 
The account is ,...-ell confirmed, and in sub"tanc(' is that havinrr masted 
and rigg(:d a Yt's.:d in a manner unknown either in Europe or America, 
and to IllS own taney, a bystander ot the launch exclaimed, as she 
started. from the stocks, "Olt, }IOW she scoons 1" And that Hobinson 
rep[ie.d, ." A sr:'woncr let her be." . Thus recent is the appearance of this 
descnptlOn o~ vessel c:n the fishmg .grounds, and in the coasting trade. 

Of the penIs a!tendlllg the purSUIt .of the cod on the coasts frequent<;d 
by the pl'()~}lc of . I\Iassachu~etts ~unng the period of French power, 
~nd of .w;lrtarc WIth ~he natIve tnbes, a .general view has been given 
In tbe first part of tlllS report, and a partICul:lr case of Indian hostility 
bas been recorded here.1' We may now notice un occurrence in 1726, 
- -~~----~-----~--~.--~------ ----
~This nut()biogrnphy bears duto at Mal'bJehead, November 14 1766 ond is to b. 1; d'-

the 9011ectioD8 of the Mass:whusett~ IIistoriC'ul Sooioty. " e OUll lU 

t'rhe capture of tbo twenty ,essels in J 677. 



131 

in which Samu~l Daly, of Pl;-mo.uth, was .the hero. While on a fishing 
:'ovagl' he put.mto a harbor HI :"OV:l ScotIa to procure water, and see­
Ill,! .J(,lm BaptIst, a Frenchman, on shore, asked him to come on board. 
A(;eomp,miul II}' his son, Baptist accepted the invitation' and after 
some fri'IHllv conversation, Dalv and his elder g-uest retired ~o the' cabin 
tn tlrink. \Vhile there, the younger Baptist'~ returned to the shore. 
:-:'Ilspecting no fmrm, Dilly, with hi" m~lte and three of his C!'e"\Y, went 
on shore aLo, leaving Baptist in the ycssel. The son, with two In­
dians, immediately joined Baptist, and assisted him to seize the "essel 
as a priz(" Daly CLpplied to tbe mother of Baptist to intercede for the 
rf'€toration of his property; and after some deLt,\', she consented. The 
treacherous Frenchman was, hOWf'Vt'r, int'xorable; and. »enTal other 
Indians get1iilg on boord, he ordered Daly to wci!:;h anchor and make 
fowi!. Thr~ saV,I,!f'S threatened him with tlll'ir hatchets, and the luckless 
fisherman obcye;J. But the next day Daly st'cllfi,d Baptist anu threc 
of the Indian,; in the ,,:tbin, OY''fp'Jwcred the son LInd the SLlY<lPI'S, who 
ff'IlFtilll'd on I[r.('k, and rf'gailli,;j PO~,;('"sioll of Ilis \·(',;~d. 'I'lI" Indians 
in the cabin, fired upon JJy D;dy, tllI'vW ttwmsclvcs into the ~C';I. Bap­
ti,;[, his son, allrl tlm'C' o;1Il'viying IwklflS, \Ylrl' safl'ly landed at Boston, 
wllne, tricil fflr pir;/('y, ;Ill were condelOlwd nlld executcd. 

In 17:n thc fisheries of 1\LI ,,!'adlll;;dt~ cl1lpl"ycd 1)( t\yeen fiH' and 
six tb()11~;t!1cl IlWII. Tltrel' yr';! r,~ later a tu\vno;llip in ~raine W:l~ gralltc,l 
to sixty inhahitants of ,\Jarld"head, and a similar gmnt wa;:: lwuk to 
citizcw; qf CI0111',',;II'f in 17:;.:J.* j'",;"ii,\v many of the ti"Ir';fll1Cn of 
rJII':i(' ;uwi('nt to\\'/1S IwrllJt't'ollw Wt'af\, O(t1lC h;~zanl~ of tlw !"I·;t, and 
J(,,~ircd rcPO"I'; but \\,}lal('\'tT tile moti~'<,'; of the grantees of thesc lands, 
the JH'ril,; alld hardship" (II' tIl(' {f,rl'st a {'('!lImy ago \vere quile "'1ual 
10 tlr(~';I' I'llcountered UP'Ill tIlt' ocean, and :-uch was their particular 
eXp(TII'1I1'I~. 

In 17·H the co,l-fislH'ry W:IS in a prosperous condililln. The nnllual 
prod 11(;;: was about t\\'O Ilundrct! and thirty tllLlu;::n.nd guintals, and the 
V,tlll!' (If till' quantity ('x}Jortclllll':lrly scY('n hundred thou:":Lw] dollars. 
Tllc ;l\"'I':lgc size of \'l'~:ids \\'as jift." tOil:'; and of these one bundred 
alld sixly \\'tTl' owned in Marbkllcad alollt,. The ,vholc number of 
ti"hing t'(~,\ .. w1s ill '\I:I~';"l'hl!.~t:tt:; \\'a,~ not le",~ than four hundred, besides 
:.In equal Ilullllwr of kcrl'lIL'S, sballops, ::md unelce ked bo~ts. . 

In I he t wi'lIl Y \'l'<lr,; tlwt slJ<:c(·('(kcl there \Y,t:; a senSIble declme, for 
which the call';;": \yen' ahundant. The emigrations to Maine just men· 
tiol1cd, from ..\Inrblehc;rd ;ll1d (:loucrster, the settlements elsewhere in 
till' ('astern C'ClUlHry h:: emigrallt:; from. Cape Cou, the depopulation and 
nlmost entire ah,lllclonmcllt of Provincrto\\-n, the expedition Llgainst 
Lnui,;bourg. the ,Q:C'lll'ral ('vents of the two wars that occurred Juring 
this period between France and England, in the calamities of which 
Ma,;s;u:husett,; w,is deeply involved, the demand for fishermen to man 
privatt"'!''; al1~ to enter. t~e naval s9ips ~f the crown, ,,,ith s~\'cral minlilr 
('V('IIIS, comhllletl to lOJUfC the hshenes to a very conslderable de-
-- -------.'--~'-------------------

• Thf' tir"t waH (':\11,',[ •• X"W ~lllrblchelld," but is nnw Windham: the second, "New Glou­
l,.."t"r " wlti"h nunli' hIlA lll'en r.·taillt,<1 to the present time. The settlement of X,,",\" Gloucee­
I.ei', IIti~r bl'ill~ 1'(llllllIl'IH'I'd, 1"11' suspended-in fact, ubandoned-for eluvon years. in conse-
111H,'nl''' of tIll' Indillu WIII'S, mock-houses were built both there and at ~e11l' !llarblohclld, ~ 
I'rutoct the settIefd frolli the sarage foe. 
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rrree, and at times, indeed, to render attention 10 t~em nearly j~ 
'possiblc. After the peace of 1763, maritime .enterpnses ,,,'cre .agmn 
.ll;ndertaken with spirit and success, anel. tbe fishmg towns s.ll::red m the 
genf'ral prosperity. But the conl~'<:verf'.leg .that produced cIvil war, and 
firmlly a dismemberment of the BntIs.h. em plre, had n 1re8 d:v c:ommen:~d, 
and "non disturbed every branch of mdustry. The fisl:;;Jes SU~t.1 ed 
first, and at the shedding of blood WAre 8u8pcnd;I~. 1 be poJ1tlcal 
bistory of the fifteen years tbat preceded the HevolutlOn relates to all 
New England, and will form a separate chapter. 

NEW ENGLAND. 

From tlte commencement qf the Revolutionary Contraver;;y to the Declaration 
0/ Independence. 

In tracing the origin and progress of the fis~eries ?f New Englan~. 
we havc seen that they furnished our first articles of f:'.:';por~, and laId 
the toul1llation of our navigation and commcrce.* It was so ~n Europe. 
Of 111:,; present maritime power.s of the Ol~ 'AT orId, th~re IS scarcely 
one that does not owe much of Its commercIal prospenty to thc same 
branch of industry. ~()me fugitives ii'om the wrath of the monster 
Attila fled to the isles of the Adriatic, where, uf necessity, they adopted 
the avocation of fishermen. By this employment, steadily continued, 
Venice in a few centuries became renowned for her wealth, commerce, 
and mlY,ll strength. The origin of the republic ,vas celebrated for a 
long period, and the omission or refusal of a Doge to provide the cus­
tomary hanquet, and to submit to the fi"hermcn's embruce, allowed by 
his predecessors on this national fl'stival, made the mime of Contarini 
kate!ill, and well nigh caused the subvcrsion of ulllegal restraint, and 
the overthrow of the reigning family.t Genoa, too, gre,Y rich and pow-

• TllP jj,herif'.s are identified, indeed, with the earliest mention of eommel'l'e. The Pbceni­
dnns ('alled a fish sidon; hence, according to some, I'idon, the most ancient of maritime ",itiL", 
deriw,j its name from the abtmdunce of fishes that inhabited tbe \',,,ters near its Rite. Tyre, 
which in :-;"riptllre story is called tbe "duught"r (If Sidon," was founded by l:'itlolJians, and 
became the gl·eo.test commercial mart of tho o.nCil'llt world. Stuffs dyed with the purple fluid 
which was f'xtracted from a particular kind of shell-fish formed one of the most extensive 
branches of its trade and sources of its weulth. The 'l'yrians, by their industry and skill, 
carried thi~ precious dye, whieh in value disputed with gold itself, to the Illghest possiblo 
deg!""" uf perfection. None but those of imperial dignity or of vast wf'alth could wear these 
purple·colured stuffs; !Uld Rome, in her days of conquest und power, confcrre,l them as the 
highe~t \Junor she could bestow upon such of her emperors, consuls, and wo.niors as she 
decreed a triumph. Specimens of tho purple fish have been found occasiunaUI', in modern 
times, on the shores of FraMe lind Britain; but the Tyrian dye, as a branch uf the arts is 
now IHst. Tyre herself has mot the duom pronounced by Ezekiel. ' 

t The fugitives from the oppression of Attila devoted themselves to fishing and the mrum­
fR?ture.of Bult-th.e only employments which thei~ scanty tenitury permitted. The growth 
(If VenICe was rapid. In the course of five centUrIes the small band of exiles and fishennen 
'lIecanie It rieh, powerful,. and indepen?ent nation. The custom was finnlly adopted of inviting 
the fishennen to the capital to a public banquet every )"(,ar, and to 11el'mit them to embrace 
th~ Dog.e !It its conclusion.. They were gratified wi~h the prhilege, and ullwillingly rellli­
qUlsh,'d It. But when the IInstooracy WIIS firmly estabhshed, some of the nobles revulted from 
this U supple bonnetin&" of~he. peopl~; ";lld a C.ontari,ni, when in authority, refused the feast 
and thc kiSS of fratermty. '!chs demal, If perSisted Ill," remarIls II. historian U llliO'ht havQ 
@haken V,'nic~ to its base. ~hell the fishennen assembled on the appointed d;y, and elllll1or­
(lusly demanded admission, ,It waa long bt'fore the re)uctn.ut Doge was prevailed npon to 
appear j aud even wheu be did, he was IllllSked. His guests approached him iudividUlllly, in-
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<'rful by the same means, and, IJOt c~ntent with her own limited fishing 
ilf(Jlmd?, undertook t1w c(j!1fluest of othIT'.:: usurping the fisheries of 
tlw rCQ'lons of thc D()~ph()rus, she captured and for a while ;IWl'J into 
'-:Jiml i""inn thir ri:,:,btlul O\niClS.* Amsterdam, from a "ilIa!!" of her­
rin'2:-catl,jJ(';'s, ca1)in:-:, and ('urilJ~-sheds, rose, Lv the skill of the inmates 
of thesl,' frail ,:trl1cturcs, by the fame of their- comm(J{litif"' in ifwf"iQ'Il 
cIllmlril''', ;1)J(1 by the imlllf:n"f~ consumption of them at home, (I) une~­
amplcd aH!uence nnd grandeur; and the sayin;s cn'ry\\'lll're current 
1 \\'0 {'(Ilturi('s ;I':~(), 1 I: at ,. ,\ lJ I.-'U')'( LI m is ii,unded on herrin~-bcn."s," ;rnd 
that" Uutcbmcn's llf)(lie~ arc bu~lt (J~' pickled herrings," \HTC bardly 
worc than ,!11:11l11 (:":Pl'l:;S]CJIlS of }ustorlt' truth. 

The i,.:];,nd,~ and Ilortilll1'.: (If continent ,cpparated from each nth"r hy 
deep and boistt·wu:; cknmds, \\'jli('h ('om pn:-,c the kingdom of Denmark, 
COllll wj[f'd tl){· 1 hw's III commullicLitc \\'itb dim'rent parts of thL·ir C'(>11ll­

try iJY S"-'~l, ;illrl thr'ir 1,;!lTen soil ,LS impf'[;lli\'cly lIi>li,!2,'rl them t" resort 
to (i:;IJiJ',~" 1:,1' '-'llP[J{li'l. !':xtl'nrlill'! till'ir \IIY:I,!f'S at kll~rJJ i;11I11 tlwir 
own "II:,:,:t8 tn Grr'( nbnd ;uld f<-"i:Jn<l, tllt' sl,ill ;111(1 \\'p:l1th thu.;; a"quire,l 
e,,:ti,lc,I tbe!)) 111 ad(! thc [,urts (If Copcul,;I(!cl1, Altuna, and Kid, to the 

\lid .. ,! II", f;j", allol, IlR " 11",llllTn('ut of th"ir tri:III1I':" II",y ui't"nnlTllR plu(,,'d in the .. burcb of 
iSla. }d!,":W"(t· a pjl'll1]'l~ n'I'rl'A('ntill~ tlH' 1"'/'I'IU()I1.\".·' 

~IOIII"·lJi(..:o, \\ III) tli!·d ill I,I'!;:. wa~ ",('II ""1".-:"11 ill the j'Hw!Hj'n·ial ~nll JJlaritinlJ' affair ... flf his 
""'Hit!'.\'; "",] \l<' ,,,hanl"'u. Lllth til lU1Pxalllp\,',1 prO,'pl'rilY, A ('I'n'1I; tukl'n whilr' he was in 
''I1II'r''III1' 1l,.Ih""il,I' li,',"ri 11,,· )l"IIILl,ltillll of th,. ,'''pital at 1!II,:1I111 ""IIi, 

El'rl.,· i.N IIii' ~·'i\t()I'ld!1 I',·al-llI',\·, the Fn'll!'lJ 111uha:"I->adl1r, LOlli . ..; )--[f'liun, pronOllllt' '11 a :-.!'I·/·(·h, 

;1] whi('I.J lH' 1l1if'n'd Ihe U)(JI·:' doll'lll lll\I·I·ti\I· ... aJ,!ail1:-1t thf' Yt"uetiall", who hi' tllTL I'j·d had 
MU!lltlHlu;JI'd Ilw ",lU:-;(' of ]J"iL\I'Il, HncI dl'~:I'!"\1 II IH III' l'xI'('ratl,tl 11\ GoJ tUul 11l;IIJ-to LHl 
iwut..l't! dO\\li IJY :-',l',," ;tll~llalld-:\<l\t tu iI(' ('x.t(·nnillat(~d by tirt~ undo ~\\'iI'rd," nl'f"rrlH~ to tlwir 
walto! &Jill ('Oll\(IW:-;1r;, lin i.:lid, tbi/t. "nllt a ('('utury' 11U.'i I..,htp~wd Sill4'l' tlJl',o.I.l· fi~IJI'nlll'll l'lJ\I'rgl,ti 

fronl ,tit";r bn~·H; and 110 8001l,'r Lad the} pluced jllnt on Ir-rru jinruz thun tht,,r aJ"lllln'd ~rt'atl~r 
Cllllli'lioll 11.\ p"I"lill,\ tliall HOllin WOIl 11.\ unns iu I hI' long ('llIlr,"'I' (If two hllnd .. pcl .rl'al·~; and 
till'Y hllli :ti"':J,h ,'''IIo','rt,'rI 1'1::,(.,: til IJI'iol~,· t.h,· Von, th,' J~hin(·. the ~,'i!ll'. tb,· HhoIt,·. thu 
'T,!J!!!~K, auli tile Ehro, and t,o l'sli1I,li:·.:l1 tbl'lr rlllp in 4'\"I'ry proyiw.',-· of Euro['fl." 

flt'l" pp\."t'l", htnv(''n'r, Wll~ ~,nl.\!l ""'n/d'nl'lt. }[f'r sdlt work",. in wldeh (rOil) hl'r \'1'1'.'" 1,irth 
Ph,' had ""i',,:,,"! aii l'Htnl'rohip :Llld dt'li,~d all (,lIml"·titilln, \\,'(,,' ,It:tl'l',j by ""lIll'll!',i"" \Y'II! 
fJlI' HIIII ~,." witilin a f,','., "',,,rR ,'['1"1' 1111' 111<11",li,'li"1I< "I' th .. Frt'nl'h llIilli,r .. r, 1l,'r ,\ .. ..Iine 
.ant! fllll'II""oi lI"t I", 11I'r, , (';'1.11,',1. III UW'!"1'll tilll(" \'(,Ili,'" i,< hurdly known foil' I",r fi<ill'ri,'~, 
Her ,'X!,"('I' III' th,' prollil('ts "i' Ii", "." ill ],~:!:II\'t'rt' of th,' 'al,to' of alJlOtit tW"llI,I,IlI"! thou­
Mild doll::r", ",llil,· II,'" i111J"'I'ls all1oullt:·d III lIl'lIrly U fjltllrter III' a milliull of dIlIL,." "Tho 
·fishillfT 1,0;.'1'\ of VI'niet'," ::;;;t\'S }lt~ClIllul'lt. in 1:"':;~'.!," ill'l' nut of n .. iztI til bfl r;\tt'lllt~ \-".." .. IH of 
to1.11:,';", AI'''III 8ixt .... ·.1 1I""II,;alt,1 of th,· populatilln ,;tt["in by fishing near the p"rt lUlU QV& 
tJle la~r)oll." 

... At Ill,· "I"",' of tIll' thirtcpnth ",'ulnr)',"' sap a llistorian "f Vcui,'I', "G,·It"'" b,l' b"r gon­
nl,:tiuu \\ith thl' nn'l·k~, ilaa lU'fluired gTI'at ~trt'll!..;th in the Eust. ~Ll1' wa.~ llli:-Tn'..;:-. of ,I..\t·lo ; 
81jO' l'"t'",,",·,llllnny ."t"bli"ll:.t~'·Ilt., on the ,llIIro" of tbe Black sen, and amon~ them tlll~ im­
I'"rl:mt 1"",'11 of ('"ml, ",ltil'll "omm:mJs th(' ,',,(r;ln,'" of the BI'C! of '\]"l,b, ,~I",\',· all, sho 
tll,I.J, as tl. fief of tlh' "lnpj]"t'. Pern, the suburb of C()l1:-~tiLlltiI1llpl!~: and I.ly ic..., of'I'Il!,ation :-.be 
'Virtlt:lll.l r .. t"ill,·'! t!", 1\",1' of that grt'at t."lJ,it:11. s",c runlro/I,d its fisheries and i ' " rJlstoms, 
Without I" r p"rlllissioll, Iwt a bark could nllci,!!{uc its harbor; all,1, as she elo3d, ",. thre"\, upen 
her grxllllri,'<, flUllillll or abuu(llilll'" wait,·,1 on Ilt'r pl"",U('l'," 

(;ihhon, iu his 11".'li,lO' tfntl F,d!, 'I"'akin;.!: "I' (;enoa, und r,.f('rring to the p'ar l:~l~, i'I'mark; 
t1wt, sIlt' .. 'I'i'pli,"! th,' l:",,,'k, with fish and "OI'O-t"" artit.'ks of fo,,,1 almost "Jually iill­
'1IIrLillf t') a ,o..:,r:p,'r:-;litiouf-; people." "They pnwI't·dt·tl," he continw:s, Uto llsurp (/If !":t.,(rlln6, 

lJrc./isl" rtf, fI"d iTO! th,' (ol! of the lJosphorlls, from Ichirh tlu-y d~rirrd a TcrCllue (If Leo /r,,,,,1)',,1 
'I.1wU$allti pif rrs of ,!loN. .1 Byzantine rl'ss<'/ whiclt presumed to .fish at the mout/r ,~r the (rarb,oT' 
tr,IS su/J .. l'I/IIt,','" Ilil'/'{";"us ,<lrall,!fcTs. {wd the fishermen were murdere.d. Inst,'ad "j -Ulng tor 
panlou, tIl,' 1:,'11".'"'' ,1"1I1J10,1",1 ;':lIistitl'tiou; re'luircd in a h'IlI,~ht.\' strain tbJlt thr' (:""",k~ 
~h"lI1t! 1','11"11\"'" th,· ,,,,,·t"'i,,· of IWI igution, and encount('f('d witb rl'/;ubr arms the first ,ullit'i 
<If the populo r iUJigll"'littl!," 
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great marts of E.urope.· Of Fr~ncc I ~ay remark, that ~er. fishermen 
founded her manne, and that chief among ber eorly ofl.enslve opera­
tions upon the ocean was the armamen.t fitted out by t!llS class of her 
people, under t~e royal s::J?ct~on, .to rt"lJeve .themseh:es tr~m t~e real or 
fancied oppresslOns of their EnglIsh competltors~ while en, pl?'y ed on the 
waters common to the su hjects of both crowns, m the purSUIt of fish. 

Of the origin and rapid increase of the commerce o~ England, suf­
ficient has been said elsewhere. t \Ve proceed to conSIder the couroo 
ef the British government t()\vard" New Engl?-nd. 

So steadily and successfully were the fishc:lcs pursued. by the people 
of Plymouth, Massachuf'etts, 7\( '~\" Hampdll;·e,. and J\Ia.me, that oJ?ly 
fitly years elapsed from the landmg of trw 1 untans, be!ore an Engl~sh 
writer of high authority in matters of trude t'xpresscc1 hIS apprehenSIOn 
as to the t'\'ents likc 1 y to result, in the f()llmving remarkable ,vards: 
.. New ElIlY"land," said "he, "is the most prcjudiciall'lllJltal i,)}/ to this king­
dom." A~cl why? Because, "of all the Amcricrtn l'iulltlttions, his J,Va­
Jesty has none so apt for buildillg I?/ sltipfii7lg as ~Sew England, nor any 
comparab!!) so fj1wlijied for tl/!: breeding (1" seamell, not ollly by Tea.son of the' 
natuml il/l71lstry of Ihat 11('o1'lc, but prillcijlldly by rmsOll q/ Ilttl,. cod and 
mackiTcljislurir:s; and, in my poor o1'ill;o]l,I/I('r(' is nothi"g more prrju­
dicial, alld in prospect more dal1gerf'JIIS, to (lny mother ltillgduiI/, than the 
incrcasl' qf shipping in her colimil's, J!l(/lltatioli,~, or 711'01"111('('8." Sir Josiah 
Child was alarmed too much, probably, :1t what really was in his own 
time, but still saw with a, prophet'" ('Y(~ what wa" to he. But th61 
policy of England, from the r('~torotion of the 8tuarts down to the 
Revolution, was in stril't accord;llwe wit h the apprehensions expressed 
by him, and she not only neglected and lkclillCd all support to the nav-

" The naval power of Denmark dates from IU1 early perintl of mod(li"ll histo-ry. This king­
il<lm eUIl"iot" for the most part of i81andA and portions of the etJl1t,illent o'"paratt'tl from eReh 
other by u,"'p and stcmny seas. Iuterl'ommunieation n;:tllrally pro.1u('eti "eamen, ,yhile its 
poor soil drove its people to fishing for >ub"iliteu(,l1, Cauntl' tltl' ::;i~th_ who die (1 ill the year 
1202, pai,l great attention to the herring fisheries of hiA dominions. A ::;davonilln ehronielt'i" 
describe8 this branch of indu,try tit this period as produetive amI l'rofital,le, and "" bringing 
into the ('olllltry "gold, silver, nnu nIl other prel'~itlu~ things." 'IL" ('xports of herrings from 
Nalburg, in 17:l0, were more than twenty-three thousalltl tons, but ill liC~) ulliy abuut eight 
thousnnu tons. Two years later, a herring company Was established at Altona, hy royal grant", 
for ("11 years; the King, however, bought up the u()"ds before till' ex})iratiun of the term, and 
C<lmmelll'('tl tl(" fishery on his mill acenunt. 

Wbik the iiohl'ries of I h'nmark w.'re in a prosperou8 condition, Copenhagen, Altona, Riel, 
and o~hc:r ports, were ewwuell with shil's. At present, the ('ommprce of the kingdom is ill a 
langUl~hlllg ,tnt". l~ 1801, the Dnni~h Ila,), consisteilof twellty-three sbips-of-the-line, tbirty­
~ne Ingat(.,,_, ¥uard.slllps, ~nu other Vl'f;[<e1S; bnt ill 1!':3:l it had diminisbed to four ships-of. the­
line, ""\'t'll ingates, ftud eighteen small.'r vessels. Tbe diminution of the conHlwrcial marine 
was ~Ili~" as h~rgc: The 8cas abonnu with fish, and, under regulations, might now, U8 in Ca­
nute ~ tllllt', hrlllg IIlto Denmark all manner of" precious things." 
. t It ~ar!te auded here, that Ilbou~ t,Le year 1,000, there was but one quay 01' wharf in the 

Clty of London. The first WIIS at BIllmgsgatc, the great fish-market. Tho wharfilge or toll 
was a half-penny for every boat,load of fish which was landed. 

It lllay )H', 8a~d, ~urther, that the first dock which was constructed in the sllme eity (now so 
celebmted f,~r lts Immense docks and warehouses) was used by til() Greenland whale-tishers. 
• 80: too, Llverpo~l, En7Innd-t~lI' present mart of American "olllmeree-was once 11 poor fish­
J~g V1l1age. It del'lvetl Its first Importance, towllrds th(' elose of the l~t,h ccnturv, from the 
clrCUlllR~Hllt'(' of .Henry I~ having used it as a station for the! embllr\w(ion (If troops "to Ireland-

Anu (,laRgow. !Il the reign of JamBS I of Scotland, was Il small ,ilJage, "consisting of little 
else thun ~ lit' ~ouses of th~ eiergy belonging to the metropolitan church. A merchant of too 
DllIUe 01. Elr!~1Il8t?n, engagl~~ in the. fisheJ:ie~ upon tll(l ("(I:tHt, !lnd accumulating considera.hl& 
wealth, IllspllIJd his fellOW-CItIzens Wltb a SImilar ambition." 
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igflt~on and commer~e, of Nc'.v England, but directly oppress-cd and re­
stram(~d them. Omittmg notIce of the acts of Parliament "\yhic:h do not 
relate specially to the subject before us, the first hn\" to claim our at­
tention was passed in 173:3, after a discussion of two YC':lrs. This act, 
hy irnpor;ing duties on rum, molasses, and sugar, imported into the col­
onies fi'om any W e~t India islands other than British, was dt"siO"ned to 
break up an extensive and valuable trade \Ijlh the French, Dufch, and 
Spanish islands, where these products of the plantations were exchanoed 
(fl1' {i:,h. It is said that, previous to the commencpment of the tr:ld~ to 
11wO'(' islands, molasses was thrown away by the planters, '-mel that this 
artidc, which is now so extensively u:,ed in food, was fir:'t ""H'd and 
put into casks to be brought to New England, to be distillcd mtn rum. 
Certain it is, that on the paSSD(!t' of the act of 1733, the people (If the 
northern colonies ill"i"tt,d that, unless tl]('\' could contilJllt, to sdl fish to 
the planters of the f(Jrf'ign isl,mrls, and t() import molasses from tllcnc:e 
to be manufilCturcd into spirit, f(Jr dome,.:tic ('CIIISlllJ1l'lion and 1(lr trade 
with the lncli;ms, they could not I'f(J,"('('utl' the fj,.:llcriL's \\'irhout ruinous 
losses. The peJlalty for violatillg tile ~Ict was tlJ(' fClrf('iturL' of \'C':,-"d 

and cargo. l~d New EIJ,!.!lancl 11<:\1'1' submitted, tiJIIII,!.!h a Heet was 
sent to cnfrJrcc obedience; awl the iJlterdicted tr;](I" wilh t]l<' French, 
DlIl('h, and Spanish i"LJllds did not (Ta:"t' until a Lll<' p,-riud uftlw cCln­
troversy which !l'rllJinatecl in t1w HI 'VC ,llltiol1. In het, t Inn 'I( 'I'c', a 
mea"ure which tbreatcl1(,d to ruin the ('c,cI-li"]l<'rY Id' .\"W End:ll1o, 
prodw:t'd, as J ilWlillf' to lllJic\(', no seri(JlI,~ iJljllry "to it, tor (luitc\birty 
yt'ar". 

But in 17(i.f. th(~ ;]('t "';18 r(,I1(''''(,<1, [Jm1 tilt' eolllTtioll of tIle' dutit's 
it iml'mwcl 011 rllIJl, mol;I:"';('';, and :'11,!.!';lr \\,;Jo; attt'rnpkd II." tlle ()llll"Ts 
of til(' crown, in ;1 manner to <.:r('at(' the Ill.!..::t ;mxious ("JlI','lTII; for, tbe 
jllri,;<iidioll of tll<' a(1mir;dly COUl'h W;I'; ('nlaru.,d, aJlel til<' i"'''Plc: \\'('re 
'dqn-i vc 'd of the trial llY jury in all 1';1';( ''; ari":lIg bf'tWl'C'11 them [Jlld 
tbe ,!.!m't'rllllll'lIt ulHkr tbis law, alld the trade ami navigation h\\'s 
J!('Jlc'r:d!y. 

Tl](' JlIO:,t alarming discontents follmH'c! tl1(' • 'olli"ions and 'Illarrf'ls 
wbich ('olJ."t;!lltlv ()I'I'lllTI~d l)('t \\'t'C'1l ,.:bil'-ma:'tcr" :1l1Ll llj.'rl'll'Jllh, on 
the onn hancl, "ilL! the oJ1il'(,],s ot' the Cllst(llllS 011 the other, ill various 
parts of l\1'W Etwlnlltl, ;Illli e"peci:d!v in I\cI...:luU, ;-':;Ilc-m, (;]lJUc'l'~t.:r, 
Falmouth,* nnu (:T~('\VIl<'J"(, ill ;\fas,;adlll:,dts; anu tlw impn'",,,i"ll 1)('­
(,;111](, ""Ilt'ral ;JlllonO" ('OltlllH'ITi:lllllcn, that their bu:"inci'''' und property 
WtTt' i~otii to lll' :-<;j(~'ifil'l'd to ,Ippe;],;(' tbe cblllors (If til<' pl:ll1ter:' or the 
Britisl! islands, and to k,;t tlll' abilit y llf the mother country to " raise 
a 1'l'\'('IJlll' in Amcrica" under tbe ";11":11' am1tlWbss"s act,:," <1S this 

,~ 

odious len\' was called in tlte politics of the clay. 
Mt ';mtime, the c:out 1lf'1Il cololl il's ridiculed the maclnc,;s or folly of 

their northern Im'wren, in resist illg taxation upon ":0 homely a CU[l1-

J1111c1ity ;IS 1II0/tlSS('S, and tnade tht'll1S('!YC's merry O\'L'r thc account:; of 
the q~arrd,~ of tht' Y,Ulkees for dlenp "sll'l(tcni~g." 

In trlltll, thl' ;-':,mtlt, li'om fir;;t to ]a"t, ncyer secmcd to undcr:3taml or 
apprl'L'i;Jtc the :\"nh upon this question, and f()r!){lrt' to come to the 
Tj',.-:('ue fill' YI';Jr:' alter the leading mcn of l\Iassachusetb had \\;t,;tpd 

• Now Portland, Maine, 
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their enerrnes in endeavors to induce the ministry to abandon a policy so flunou;':lto northern industrv. The "petty dealers in codfish and mo­
lasses" strlll!glc',l1ong and ma"tlfully, but without success. 

The ~trlte papers of Massachusetts contain the most carnet'lt remon­
str:mc('s a.c;;Jinst the "su,~ar and mo}a-:"ps acts." In the ,lllswer of the 
Council and House of RepresentatIves to tIl(; speech of the governor, 
in November, 1764, it is said th3t "our pickled fish wholly, and a gre~t 
part of our codfish, are only fit [(11' t]l(, \Vest In.dia market. The Bnt­
ish islands cannot take ofJ one-t hll·d '!l the ljuan{1 ty caught; tlze o~her ,two­thiTds mllst be lost or sent to fon~jQll plantations, where mobsst's lS gIven in exchnn()('. The duty on this 'article ",ill greatly diminish the import­
ation hith('~·· and L('i[j~f the nnl," nrticlC' allowed to be given in ex­
change for ~ur fish, a C."S qU:IIJt'jty of the httn wil~ of. cour~t' be ex­
ported-the nlJ\'i"lls dleet of \yhich must be a di:-nmutI.on ot t!le fish­
trade, nol only to the \Vest IIIdi, ',.: Lut to Europe, fish SUItable for hoth 
these mark(,ts beill.!.; the produce uf the S3 me voY'I,l!:e. If, therefore, 
one of tll!'sl' m:l.rkeb 1)(, shut, the other cannot he supplied. The loss of 
01/C is tlie loss ,{ buth, (IS t//I'J!sh,"l"Y must /uillcith the loss 0/ either." These 
repr('sentations cover the whole gTtmnd.* 

In the petititl!l of the Council and til(' Honse to the House of Com­
mons, prepare.) ,1t the ~;lln,~ time, it Wi!" urg."d that the acts in question 
"must nCl'l's'::lrily bril:,£: m,lIlY burck-IJ": UPOI! tlw inh:lbitants ofrill'sP col­
onies aurl pbnt:ltioll":, which your pcti!iol1('r,; conceive would not have h('( 'n im pu,t,d if a full rcpreSI'1l13tion of the 8t:lt l' of the ('ulonics had 
been m:ltl" to ynllr horlOralJk Huus(';" tlmt "the IDljJt>rtation of ji.Jl"cign 
mol<i":O'l'''; ililo llli,.: PrtJyiIWt', in p:,rticubr, is ofthc grE':ltcst importance, 
and :.1 prohibition will be prejudicial tn mnny br:lllches of trade, ;lIId 
will kssell tbe ("(l!I",llmption oftl1<' m;mufactures of Great Brilain; that 
this impnrtilIJl'I' d(Jt's not ari,.:e mert,ly, nor princip311y, ii'om the !1t'lT';­
"'ity of i()rcign mob":'l'S, in orrlC'r to its Iwing consumed or distilled within 
the prm'incc,," but "tlmt if the trade, for mallY Y";lrs carried on for 
foreign mola""C'~, c:m be no l()n~('r continued, a Vl'nt cannot be found 
for 1l1(JIT thGIl onc-Imlf of the tis!1 of inferior qU:.11ity 'which are caught 
and cured by tllt' lllhaj,itallts of the proyince, the French not permittil1O' 
fish to be carried by foreigners to any of their is1:mcls, unIt,,,,, to be b(ll~ 
tcrcd or l'x..lJ:llJged iil/' molas't'C:; that ~/ tliNe be nn soh ,:/jis/z nf ill/trior qualit!J, it 1I'il/ be impossiVlc to cantin lie thc./isltcry: tlw fish m,l.lally sent to 
England will then co,,;t so denr, that the French will be nble to undersell 
the English in all tbe Eurojl":m nmrh:ets, and by this means one of the most v<llm~ble returns to Great Britnin will be utterly lost, and that great 
nursery 01 seamCll dt,,.:troypd." Accompanying this pptition was a let­
ter to the "gent (If l\I:!ss;Jchu:3etls, in Enghnd, which closes with the 
remark, that ",\'C are morally certaill tbat the molasses trade cannot be 
carried on, alJd the present auty paid." 
-----------
. ~ ~:. BUl:IIC',!ll.his "ObseITlltions" on ap~lhlil'lltion called "ThcPrcsen't F:tate of the Na­tIOn, .Ill 17Gtl, H \WWS the course of the llllllistry, and Rays thut, among tlH' acts relating to Aw,'nett, w"n' ",Borne ,~'hifh lay hcary UP01! ohjects lIeccsSlll'yJOT t"fir trath ann jishery." The, Hon, ,JoBlHh 9U 1llt',Y , of Massachusetts, in a spoech delivered in the Houso of Repre­~,(,lIt:ltm'." ~f the Ulllted Stull'", in 180H, on our "foreig11 relations," enumerated the principa& ('anf;l'~ wl1lch led to a separation from Great Dritain," and included among thelll the "em~ barrasslllg our fisheries." 
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ThF.'S( reprf'sentations were fi')llowed hy a letter of ~,rr. Oli'-er. secre­
tary of ~h,<;[('busctts, to Mr. Jackson, the colonial act/nt, \,,-;-iuen in 
JU;'C', 17(jIj, by order of the gnwrnl court, which, (IS "hc)\-.,-:w:! th"t the 
evils apprehcnd,'d were not irn;',[,rinary, I in,"ert ('ntire: "Bv ~eYf'ral of 
the papers directul to be delivered to you hy :'[r. :'hucl~jt, tll!' bte 
agr'nl," cilyS t1](; secretary, "yf'U \yill flj,:"('rn' the f'pinion oj the t\yo 
11flU"f:S with re,~(ll'd to some of the probahle ill eHeeLs of the l:~ct n':lr'" 
:If;:" of Parli:lT[lcnt for granting eertailJ duties in the colonie,;, and' ~I)me 
(,1' them, with re,"peet to trade, have b('en alrearl:: ypri [if'd, a:-' '\yill ar­
pen!' 1).1' the petitions and "Uttements of .\Ir-s,·r", l':ltriek Tracy, Tbon,:ts 
Boyl'ff']I, and Forlecfjue Vernon, merc1wnl.s within tbis l':Il\'inIT. In 
COII.Cf'ql1ence of s,lid act, three \'e~:,,(b, belonging to t1Jenl ,,('\'(r:dly, 
hllre Imll sei~d (lilt! condr:mnr'rl;* with rr'~rf-('t to whi"]J m;lt(ff, they, in 
their petitions in general, declare that their H'~:"cl~ sailed hf'II1'(' before 
said act 1(I()k pInel', viz: bef;)r" :-:Cpif nd)(,!' la"r; that n() Loud \\':1" rc­
(Juirecl of l11f'rJl at the respcctiy,> ('u-l()rn-1'1lI1~"'~ at \\'hich thE ir 'f',."d" 
were ckarcd out, and that said ,let did nlll H'ql1ire any hond: tll;lt 
s;lid vC;-;;-;f,ls proC('r-r/lrl to the Fr"II(']' i"hlJd:; ;twll'I;ld, L1 Wil:, m"l:I.~s,"~; 
IIJ:I1, on rr'lurn, tLf'I' \\'('J'(' fi)rcc;d, 1)\, :'-tr('~s of we:lt1wr, two f,t'the111 
iuto Nf'W Prf)\'i,j, '11;''(', Wid the (JI]J('l~ into nermurl:J; that tlk's,' \\-,'J'E' 

tlw liLA Engli:-dl P"I'I-: whicll Tracy alit! 1~,),yJ'101l':S j,:,cl put in elt :dter 
sailing ftC'IICf' ; tll:lt \VilFam VfTIJ()[)'" \'I'".~,'l bad ()Idy tIlUr:/J< ,] :It I~"r-
1);Jcl(J":", ;11)(1 s;lilcd :Jg:lill 1)I'[i)I'I' llll' :;:)Ih of :-:I'rkllJl)~T: 1],:lt;J1 "jll\'i­
df'llf'f' nnd Jkrmud;1 ",;jid \'I'~sd,.; \I'CTC sf'iz,,j ;JlId, wit!1 tlwir (,;lr!.!I"'~. 

by tIl!' t',j\ll'! Dr ;I(hllinilty, fimlll,\' adjud,~"cl alit! I'Ond"lJlllE'd-\i,r\;-':tf,d 
ti)l' 01 \1';I]lt (If' f'f,rtifi('atl''';; t11111 ]II']HJ:.; I]OId h, 'f'I1!!il-"II, pur"Jl:mt fl) ,'-':lill 

:'ef,,; that the VI'S:'f.J.~ and c:Jr,~f)l'S l\'l'll' ;IPJ!r:li~('d at" rate lJ1uch be­
low t11eir \';dllt', \I'illl :t. \'i,'w (they say) th:!t, ill C;)"f' rll"Y shoul;) hl5 
able to J,(,\,('f":1,~ 11](' ;);'f'I'I'(', they should, not\\'ifb:;t:IIJ(IiIl,~, !'I'COI"-r a 
sllI;·,ll p:lrl of till' \'tilll<' of llwir YI',''':l'iS and Clire,;fJl'';. 'fili" is a hrief 
r"pl'("f'l1t;llioll thc\' mtlke, as yllil \I'ill .'-"'" Ly Ilwir I'>'liliflll<. If tlwir 
representation III' .ill;';!. their (':I;:;C is ITtdly hartl, :ll1d l!1t'ril:-: tile !lfliiCL' uf 
tl)()":f' w110 ":I\'(; tIll' P')\I'(,[, to rdinl' tlIl'Jll." 

A d,'wilf'd :I('f'fIl1l11 of tl[(' seizures 1,1" FI"]1('1, llllrl ~1':llJi"h DJr,j:F:''''S, 

whicll, cOlltr:!ry to tIle :t('I" of Plirlial!Jlllt, \1':1.' l'Illfi]I'l:llIy iIJlp"r!"d­
or, to "IJl':lk tl)(' t'xad trutb, slllll~~!.:-!f'I!-\Yollld 1)I'l'lll'Y t')(1 lJluL,l1 "'1"11'(' : 
\,1'(, OJ'; the" lllola,.:SCS Cxcitl:mcnt" was OIlC (If the earlicd ill tht' rcY/)­
iutinn:lry ('f)]llro\'I'I'"Y, :'111111' furthf'r 1[I,t:('l' (,f till' course of (\'cnls C:tI1-

IHlt \\'( ,il 111' omitk~l. '1'1](' mcrcba nts, d :tcrmined to mainla in int(,f­
('0111'''(' with tIll' llItcrdictcd i"l:lIld", d('I'ic-I'd a 1'1:111, finally, \"hi,.]1 for 
a time cnlll)led them to t!ceomI,li:,h their purpf'''''' and stili li\'(,j,j tk: 
!Jl'llitlties of the law. Tbi" pLm \\';JS simply tL) bd" their ",'scd" with 
l!Jol:l';';f's OIt the Fr(,l1cb i"Lllltl", as uS\l:ll, but to purcha,," dl'OJr;I11(,(,:', 

" "j!..!ncd with the 1I:II11C, if not the h;Jllchn'itiIlf!, of the !2(,nrnnr I,f An­
gl\db, \vho lll'tl'li al"o as t"II1ltdnr." Tbis isLl1(l was 'so small ;I': not 
to ;dli)f(l ;1 C:lrl!:O ji,l' a f"ill[!le H',~:'I'L as was well known to tbe ('01lect­
urs ()f' tIll' cu~tom,; in l\c~v England; yet t1wy permitted y(:-",,-,J.-; f'ur-

• Tbe ad which illlp"'''''] a tIuty of sixpcuce tIl!' gallon upon all till"'i"u DI"I"",', importl,d 
lnt" t}", col"lIirs /:m', , "",,-third part of the pro""I',l, of filrfeitures to the crown, filr tllP uS!, of 
tllo ,'"h'IIY \\'IH'I'I' lh,' ti.rti'itnff' occurred, one-third to the gu~enlOr "j' that ""j"IJY, !lu,l (,no< 
third to the infurmer. ,. Th", IIct," bay" Hutchinson, "WdS alwlIp deemed u grie~"nce." 
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nished with the "Anguilla clearances" to enter with the~r cargoes 
without inrLlJiry, for a considerable time; bU,t, on a sudden, hbels ,were 
filed, and prosecutions were commen?ed m the ~ourt of admIralty 
acrainst those \yho had been concerned III such evaSIOns of tbe statutes, 
~d ruinous fc)rfcitures of property and renewed clamors were the con­
segnences. 

We P;I';S to other topics. In 1762, the fishing towns of 1\!,assachu­
setts, alarmed at the new:-; that the French had captured :St. John, 
Newfoundland, petitioned the governor a~d council to fit (jut ~ ship and 
a sloop, then in the service of, the provmc~" to protect thel: vess~ls. 
Both \'('s8('b, in accordance WIth these petItIOns, were proVIded WIth 
addition:l1 men and means of defence, and sent to sea. The expense 
thus incurred became the subject of legislative inquiry, and was ob­
jected to because tbe executive branch of the government had appro­
priated the public rnon(~y without the consent or knowledge of the rep­
resentatives of the people. The debate in the House was angry and 
protr:ldcd. James Otis, the popular leader, used expressions never 
bd()re utkl"C'll in the colon it's ; and, soon after the close of the sessioll, 
published a pamphlet, in which he justified himself for his conduct on 
the oC(,Hsinn, ;ll1d ddl'nd,'d with great ability the principles for which 
he had contended as a member of the House. "This production has 
becl! cOllsid.'n,d the original source from which all subsequent argu­
ments ,]<Y,lin,;t taxation W('I"I' derived;" while the whole arruir creilted 
an il1(el;~\~ ('xcitement, and, in the judgment of the biographer of Otis, 
exertt'c! v(,ry ,g-J"('at influence in causing the Revolution. 

It is a singulHr i;wt, that 111(' fisheries furnished the advocates of the 
supremacy of Parli,nnent with one of their best illustrations. They 
stat(,d tlJ,lt til(' ,mthority of the iml)('rial legislature was indispensable 
in m;IlIY (';I';('S, and that without it the colonies would often be involved 
in l'onfiicts il~juriou" to c;Jch other's itJterests. Governor Hutchinson, 
ill his n'lll;lr/';'; upon tbe CJuestion, said, substantially, that it had been 
gen '[";dly thought a public beneflt to prevent fishing vessels from depart­
ing on tllt'ir Vf)y;l~e until th., month of April; but tbat if any colony 
eng-;I!.!(',l in t1lc business £tiled to conform to a law imposinO' such a t..) , l'"J 

rq.!uLnion, otbers that complied \"ith it would suffer, because their fish, 
later l::lu~ht, lllu~t, of lWL'",;,;ity, be later in market; and he declares 
that a motion had actually been made in the lcp;islature of Massachu­
setts, a few Yl'ar:-; previously, for p:lrllamcntary interposition in this 
beh;,tlf~ whi(;~ fJiled, nO,t in ('nll~cquence of a,:y.objection to the princi­
ple mvolvcd III the motIOn, hut because a mnymty of the nWlllbers dis­
approVt'll of the restraint itself, and were willincr that fishinO' vessels 
should (lcpart from port before April, and whenc~·cr their ow~ers and 
mastcrs thought proper. 

In ] 7/':3, a fi,;hing v('ssd, having one passenger on board, sailed from 
Bosto~ for Cbatha!ll, Cape Cod. The morning after her departure she 
was dIscovered WIthout ~er nt'w, who, as the passenger said, were all 
mlll'lh~:ed soon after kavll1g Boston, by a party of men who came on 
board 1I1 a boat, despatched from ;,Ill armed schooner. This r.ar1 y, he 
furtlwr averred, plundered the fishlllO' vessel lashed her helm with her 

'1 I' 1 b' 
Sa! S stane ltl,q" anc ab~ndoned her; while he, sllpposing that they be-
kmged to a Kmg's crUIser, and would impress hIm, concealed himself 



139 

by km,Qing l,y his h8.nds over the stern. The passenger W8S examined 
by a maQi~t r:J1e, who gave credit to hi," story, and suffered him to go at 
large, but sl ill ~t'nt a copy of the examination to the ,!!oH;rnor. The 
account seemed untrue to the governor, \\"ho, as commissioner for trial 
of pir;)('i("-;, i"C'i1('r1 a warrant to apprehend him, ano he "-itS tried for 
murder at a special court of admiralty. He was acquitted; but the 
affilir was transferred to the politics of the time, and did much to in­
(:rca Sf' tlw popubr excitement. He was visited by senTell of the lead­
ing wiJi,!:.(s, who affirmed their belief in his declarations, and charged 
the murckr upon a vessel of the royal navy; \,-hile the toriC-3, on -th.e 
contr:lry, in"isted that he killed three of the crew to obtain their fTlOn,'y, 
and then took the life of the fourth, who was a boy, to prl'Ytllt dt,tt:~­
tion. 

These incidents will serve to show the connexion of the fi"jl:rics 
with tlw ql11':-'li()ns which C<lllS('rl a di";lllI'lnlwrJiJl'llt of the Eriti"h ,'111-

pire. It remams to speak of the net IJf P;lrliament lXI,,:-,('(1 in 17,·j, 
wllich, by depriving the I)('npk of:\,l'w England of the ri:cllt (Jt" ll,.;lliII~, 
was d('~i~llf'd to "starve them into submission." Tlw tr;)( I" ari"illl'" 
from thc(·"rl-JJ.'-;jwry ;dulle. at that period, furnished tlJC nnrtbcrn f'uJo':. 
lIi('s \-vitll n(::,rly lmlf (If their remitt;tI1('(''' ttl the motlll'r (",LllJtry, in 
payment 1;)r artil"l,'s of Driti"h rnanufadurc, amI \\,:lS thus t\](' ytTy life­
blood of lheir ('OlllIIlf'f(,,'. The fishill,c; to\\,I1S had I)('cnnw P"PU1'1l1S and 
ridl. 1\£:II'I>ld]l';Id, for ('"ample, l1('xt to n(J~ton, \\."" the Ill(",t illlport­
I'ltlt ]>1:)('(' in M:I";";f('/llr,.;ctts, and w;rs s('cond t() the (,:'pital or11.\- in I'()P­
ulati(J1I ;l]ld t:I,,;ild,' property. A fearful Ch:IIlgI' awaited :tll. '1'1](' di,,­
put,' W:I": II()\\' to ll(' dc1t'nnil1cd hy ;m nppcaJ t" arms, ;lJJel I'Y,'ry mar­
itimC' l'lltt'l"prise \\'as to 1)1' il1tl'fTlrptl'd alld ruilfl'd," 

On tll<: lOtll of' l<'('])ru,lry, Lord ~,)rth /ll"Yi'd "tilat 11';(\'" hI' glv,'n 

* Thl' iuhuhillllllR of thl' R"Il-HI,ort' "I' l\!,,"a"II",,'lt', ill1l','lkd h)' tllI'ir TII'I·",".,ili,',<. ,·,,111-
mene('d t IIC' IllHlIUfill't.lIJ't' (If 8uIt frolll !-'I'a·\rat,'r ('ar" in thl\ Ht1vulutioD. FrOIH rht' :!I"'\luntK 

I'rc",'n,'.], it Wlluld ",'em that tlll'Y boill't! tl14' water' at til',I, hut. \1','1'1' ~"UlI,,.II,',1 t" l"l'lillqui>h 
t.h" I'XI"'rillll'llt bl'eall,'l' IIf thl) OXI"'IlR", ami IIf rhl' iml'nrily of till' ,alt. Tilt, III'Xt ,,(telllpt 
\VlL~ 11) ,~nlal' 1'\ 'qlllJ'ation, on BOf'ton ~tlt'k, JJy U"l1t 1 ral Pahllf'r, Jl U \\orthy awl j'IIT'>l'JH j."il~~ 

I(I'1ltl"III11I1," IIhll filiii',l in "IIII""I'II'''''I'oftl", raill-wat,'" "hit-h f,'11 into IIi, 1i11l'11I,'I"'] Wllrll", 
Tl!l' third eXjlPI illll'III is "ait! t.o h,m' h"1'1l mude ill D,'nnis, Cal'l' t'wl. by I "'i,;aiu Johu ~,'a)",<. 
who, ill III<' l'lId, "ilK "11"'1,,0/"111. He t'onstrudl'tl a I'at "~'ith mfters und ,hurrl')"', .'IJ un,,!)!!:, ,I 
IlB to "\i'lud,' rh,' rain in storms, awl to I'Xp"'" II,,' S(,ll-water til the ndi"" "fll,,' ,UT, in 1,]"""­
IIllt 1II'"IIlt'r. The lin<t \,,'11)" be obtail1l'tl onlY l'i!.!lit bush"ls of salt. Hi, l1I,j,,;,loll)",< 1'"Il< d I.i,< 
invention ".~Pltr;';'N FoJl.,:;" .ret he Ilert"e\"el'(:d. 'flit' ~«(lilt1d yf'Rr he Ill~{llp r1lin.\ bll'';!}(~J~ /If 
salt. '1'1", t(,lIl'lh )',.ar, illst,'al]lIf pouring lIall')" into his I'llt from buek..r" Itt' int,-",1ul'I'u ~ 
lumtl,pH III p. In j'i~:), at thl' sHgg,'stiollof~Iajor Xatl",uiei FrePllHlll, "fHanYi~h, he ('(llllriycd 
Illr;,"i-I'IIl1JP, whi(,h h,' ('{JlltiOlll'd tn liS", Dnd which ,an"j a ,ast delll of ],,1)1)(, III Ji~l:l :'>lr, 
Rnnbf'n :-:,.ar", "I' Hurwieh, in,ented ('1I\'I'rR fill' salt'Yllt" til mo,e on "hi" ... ,. "r slllall wl1<','I,. 
M in ships' hllll'ks, Fi\',' y"ars later Mr. Hatti! Kelley, of D"Il11is, l'IIn"Il'Uetl'l[ a [II'\\' kinu lOr 
vnt, an,] It Ul'\\' Illt'tlloclilf mll,ing thp (,1l\'I'rs. ""rilll!> ~hallges were made by dijf,')'I,.\t per-
8<ltl' sU]','<"I"I'all.1 ; and the mauufucture of suIt from sea-wuter, by RII1ur ,-"apor:1tiolJI. beeame 
o.'(tl'nsin', lIud at Ii""" profitnhlc. Capt. Johu Sears "as assiHted in the lml'l'I"'ellll'llt,< in bi,~ 
WIJrkR 10.\ ('111'1. Willialll, Capt. Christopher Crowell, und by Cnpt Edward ""::1'" of Iknuis. 
Th,'y r,>,iglll'll t" him "hatp'-er e1aims tIll')' might have had for their nid; allll in 17~1:1 he ob­
tAined n 1, .. I"lIt frow lh., government. llis right wus, h01l'e,er, disputed by orb,',-" whl) 
Q.'I, .. 'rkd t 1,,11 h., 1111"1,, 11(1 .. new dis('o,en-." 

In IHII'.' th,' ulLlllber "f salt-works in the eounty of Barnstable, Massllehusi'tts, Wet, 13G, con­
taining I~I,:;J:; li'I'f. These works wert.' estimated to produce, annutllly, salt of tLI' y"luo of 
$~ J ,7"". TIll' 11l1,illl"< illerl'uI<l'd rnpidly; aud in 183:! the number of feet of 8alt-works, in 
th!l Slim" ~1"I\lt)', 1\11" I,~~;),IJIJIJ; the quantity of salt manufaetured, :>."),';:2~,1I h",llI'k The 
roouetilln of th,' tllll)" on the fj)rcign article, lind other (,Cln,l'S, produced n g-reat t'h"lJ!,(1' in th", 

value uf this descril,titlD of property, In 1,::':)4 the manufllcture Wll8 ruinously depressed; and 
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to brinrr in a bin to restr::1in the trade and commerce of the pr"ovinces 
of M;)~~;ll:lJUsetts Ihv and New Hampshire, the colonies of Cr'l1nec:ticut 
mHl Hhodc Island and Providence Plantation, in North America, to 
Grc-;)t Bri1<lin, Ireland, and the British islands in the 'West Indies; and 
to prohibit such provinces and colonies from carryi~g on any fishf;ry on 
the Banks of Ne.\d;mndhmd, or other places thcre111 to 1)(' mrntlOned, 
under certain conditions, and for a time to be limited." He supported 
11is motion 1)1' declarino' thu,t, as the Amerieans had refused to t ;,ete with 
G ["(,at Britai'n, it was 'but Just that they should be clepri VI' 1 of th~ right 
to trade \yith any other nation. In p:lrticular, he selid th:t1 the hshery 
Illl 11)1' Banks o(l'\cwfounclland, and the other Banks in America, was 
their undoubted right, and that, therefore, such c1i:'p{).3ition mi,~Lt be. mads 
of them as the goyernmcnt pleased. The two houses, lw ~ont.mued, 
hall rl"fbn,(llLat a rc'lwllion (~~ist('d in ;\hssachil:~dts, and tlmt It was 
ju>t to rlcpri\'C' that province of it-: fisheries; that though aC!;(lY(Tllroent 
still \-"j~t,'d III l\rw fL1mpshire, the royal ::1Ulhority wus \\"(':Ik; that a 
qU~1l1tity (,f l'u\\'der had been taken out of a fort there 1,,\ :In armed 
mob; amI thai. lw:"icks, the vicinity of that province to :\IassacLI1:,ctts 
Ray \\";1" "\l1~!J, tll;lt if it were not illduckd, tllC purpose of the ;Iet \vould 
be -lkf;';,l<'\!. Hhoclc Island, he stated, WrtS not in much Idle,' ~:jtu;ltion 
t11:m :\{:u'sachusctb; tlLlt sc'ycr;!l piE'ces of cannon had bCf'll taken and 
c:l1Ti,'d illl0 tlw conntry, :Illrl that tllf' people were arming ttl aid ;lIlY 
colony Lhat should be :lttacked. \Vith regard to Conm'clicut, he ob­
servcd tll:1l a bru:c bodv ()f her men h:l(l m:trL'lwd into ~LL':'::'ICbu-,ctts, 
<ill ;1 fl'Il(I:t that tll" soldiers IUld killecl "IIlIIP inlmbitrtnts oj HIl':(<>l1, and 
that that colrHlY \nlS in a stutc (It' great disorder and connlsion. To 
tllis h(, :[del,'d, that the ri"tT Conntetleut a{f()l'ded the pec!",l]!. uf that 
colony an opportunit.v of c;Il"l'ying on the fishery, and that- the same 
rni.'! ht be ';i[ id of Hlwt!,. Islo.1Il1; and rls the argument of \ icinlty might 
he <Ippjiecl ;tl';(1 to ::\C'W Hampshire, tlw whole ought to be indLlfled in 
the prohihili{)ll to fif'!J anel trarie, in orcler that the act mi,C!;ltt not be de-
1[';11,',1. ]lut be \\~;IS \\~illiLJ,~, he said, to admit of such alL('viatilllls of 
the llW;;:,I!/"C' ;I.~ \-vould not proyC clcstrudivc to its areat object, and 
would t!Jcrd;m- move it as only temporary, and would permit particu­
lar Il' ~r'c Ill'; to be ('\(:('1'1, '<I, on certificat cs from the goyC'rtlnr of their 
:~(J()d lJt'hilvi()r, or upon their taking a tcst of acknowlccllrLllent of tha 
rights, ,r ParlianwlIt. ~ 0 

-L'lr" Xorth having concluded, a most interesting and o.nim~[krl de­
rwte \\":IS commenced, ",hich was continued from time to time until 
the finn 1 p:I';~:lg" of the bill. It wa" during the discussion of tbis meas­
ure thnt Fox m:lde his first great speech; ,mel, as \VC learn fi'om a 
lett(:r of Gibbon, the historian, to Lord Sheffield, that Itt' "discovered 
powc ':',~ filr YC 'gular debate \yhich neither his fi-iencls hoped nor his 
encrmes clreaded." 1 cannot forbear to insert a condensed \'iewof 
the C(IIll'S" (If argument of the memlwrs of Parliament who defended 
and ~bo()~~o~~(~~l~~~~~~~~ing act of a cruel and barbarous policy.* 

s~t-~\'ork~, which, for mllny ycar" pren.ously, had been considered valnnble, n~ affording a cer­
~am Income, could hardly be sold at pnces above the cost of tho materials ll,'cd in construct­
Ing them. 

• TLi" <1.,1)11/" is here ablinged from the American _drchit·cs. A teglH'd for brevity has not 
alluwe~ m~l, gellerally, to preserve verbal accuracy; but I havo endeavored to givo a faithful 
C]rJOpSUi .ot the flJmarks of the respeetivo speakers. 
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i\h. Dunning oppose(l the bill. He thought ,1:;,t the _-'l.meric:ans h:ld 
a right tl) lie·h on the Banks of .\'ewfouncllrmd: that there ,YOS no rc~ 
bf:'lii'nn in l'hf-::mchusetts Blry, and nothin3' th(:rr' that could bf' con~ 
struf:'d into treason; that, ifn'('f) there \vas a rebellion in some Fn-ts, the 
V'/uJir: ::;hou!ll il'}t be punished; and why, he a~l-:cd, punish :\t'\\" fbmp­
shirr·, 1tlJ(Jrl,~ Island, and Connecticut'! H TlIe rnini_ter~," lie added, 
" were the b(::;t authors of a [(·ccipt to make rebellion." 

Mr. Attorney General Thurlow follo\yed in reply. In 11i;3 judgment 
then: (I'fIS a rebellion in ~,rassadll1~ctt:3. 

(;cJ\,:rnor .Johnstone ~"licl that the measure W:J.e ah~urd and cruel ~ tlJ;;t 
the nod I}I' natufl~ had giycn these fidwries to .J'yl il' and not tu uiI! Eng­
land, and dw proposition to starn' a wlwlc people, I 'xcept ouch ;[." the 
,!!(jvITII()r shoilid think prnpr:r If) faYclr, was inhuman: awl tb:lt thi c 

partial p'Tmi ,,,jon would f1;iyc; rise toO unjust prckrencc, mOllupnly, i'nei 
all scnt:; ofjuhs. He dcclar"rl, further, that he had ';I'n"'cl in the nii\'y 
during the ('lit ire period of th(' last \Yil r, and th~l t it ,,-as a ('flW I::jd ru]r 
in the sl'rvi('(; fbr the British cruisers on the eneIlIY':-; I '1i:1:3t to "r.) fl' t lw 
fidljll~ nidi, thinking it sa\'age ,Jllll bnrb'.Hltll'; to d"j'riy,· tI,C' I"Jllr 
ij"]lI'm]{'Il III'tlll:ir littlt' lJI(';III" of livelihood, and tll(' llli"'r;,ule inbaLit­
ants Ilf'tlJ(: "C',IC'f),I"t of their d:1ily loo(l. 

:-:ir C:c'IlI'~(, ~ilvill(' ('XIII}"c'11 tl;e folly of IJc.l'rj"in'.! one province (fit" 
8uh"i.'·J;-II"I' liI'cau.,c· rebellion, WI: kl)(,\\- not whert' nor by \duli;l, i~ 
IlJrkil'.L! in it ; ,IIII/tilen punishing a sl'c'fmc! PWViIIC'I' l}"c'i1Il," it j" !lI'X, 

door to f('lwllill/l; ;, third, hc'cause mini.;ters would aC'('('ml,ji~]1 llotlling 
if a third "·c·,·c: ,dlowl'd to ('';C:;IPC; ,mel <J tilllrth, )1I'1'illl."· c,thtT\\'i", tile 

Iluthor . ..; of tlIe c'l'llf'me coulll not "")Inn: their plan. 
~ir W . .'II':rcriith suppltrll·d the I,ill. III' indlll~lcl in terms of ';I\'I'/'C 

rq)l'ollilliflll Iti" tIl,.' spirit ,,·llicit ('clllt inuccl til I'r'·\·~lil in tlJC l'III"lli,'Ci; 
;lnd c'f}I)('IIlc/('rl with dc,d;lrillg, tlWI \Vh,ltev(']' di"tr,·Ci.-; IlIi;:bt be 'II'(";L­

~i()llI',ll,y H1Cipl'llcling tJIl' fiC'lll'ri('~, tlw .\IIJ(·ricillls \HlUld ha\'(' IJO (,;111'" 
tf/ CllllIl''i:Jill, "illl'" till'.\' hac! eOITlITlI·nn·d tlil' :-';11111' C'f/Ilr.",' Ill' c·untluct. 
allri !Jeld j'(',"lllvl·d, as 1;11' as \\'as ill their powl'r, to ruiu Brit:.,I) IIll'f­
eh'lIIl...: ;IIId lll;llluLJI'turprs, and to "tar\'(' all dw \\'(',;t Illllia islarllk 

Lllrd j;"<lUclJ:IIIlP and ~ir Hichard ~lltt"ll llt,fen,jed tbl' mini81r~- on 
SilIl iLir~T"llIl(ls, and Ll't'rtUSC tlll~ c()ICllJi:;ts had probibited tradl' \\' ith 
tlw rnolllC'r ,·C)l.Hltrv. 

?III'. 1\111'1\,· WilCi"'xtrcmcly SCHTC in the cour:"e of his attack upon the 
bill, ,lI1d n'lll:llk('d that thl' milliskrs had t!i,.:!)(""d of frJUr lI['tlwir [1ro­
yilll',·.3; ""nil' tin' concealed rL'llI'llion, others D)r concealers of the 
('''llI':''dlllelll; SOUl(' tor inl;~cti()n, and others for bcin~ 11:'xt donr to 
inti-'·1ion. Hut, :-:aicl he, 1111'](' is a tihh provineI' \I'hid! is as likc·ly te, 
Rulli'r;t,; ,'lIY (lftJw four, and tllIlt pnlvince is En.glalld, \\'hich ILl": ';':\'('­
rOll bund n .,J" of thousands of her property in the jimr provinces (If.\ ew 
EII~:;'lld; amI, as thes!' can only pay their debt,; by means ,·f the 
fislH'r:I'';, and tbe trndcs that dqwnd upon them, the dfi'ct of tIlt' p:I."­
S:l,£!:(' of the bill will be to ucggar the English merchants :lnd m:ll1ufac­
tun'!'."'. 

Lord :\'c}/(ll'~ motion was, however, agreed to-two hundred and 
ii)Oty (lIlt' 1I11'1l11J,'/'S voting in bvor, and but C'iQh1.v-!i\-e a!.;ain"t it. 

Oil tlIe :!~I h of February the bill was taken ~ Ul), and s~n'ral persons 
acquaillt"d \\' ilh the fisheries were examined as to their Yalue, and the 
probable results of suspending them. Mr. David B~ll'cley :lppeQrcd to 
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conduct the examination, as the agent of the comI?i.ttee ?f North Amer­
ican merch:lllts. Much useful information was ebclted III the course of 
the inquiries. Mr. Brook 'Watson was the first witness. He stated 
that II!' had been called to the bar of the House in 17G5 and 1766, to 
give such testimony as he could with re0"31"(1 to the American fisheries; 
since whidl time he had r('ceived additional information fi'om his cor­
respnnrlents in America, and had actually visite~ the country himself. 
A considerable part of his statement relates to estlmat.es, of vessels and 
men employed, and the value of the produce o~ the ddIer~nt branches 
of the bu~ill(,ss, which I am compelled to omIt. As cunous facts to 
show commercial transactions of the time, we may, however, observe, 
that he testifie<l that tlw shipment of brandy from England to Canada 
had entirely ceased, in consequence of the consumption of rum, made 
in i'il'W England fi'om molasses; and that, so dependent were the 
colonies 1I!l')11 the mother country, as to import "everything" they 
used, ' except salt, and the timber of which tbeir vessels were built." 

The seconel witness was Stephen Higginson, "from Salem, in the 
MassacllllsC'tts Bay, a merchant." After Mr. HiQginson, :'ofr. John 
Lane, a \jcw En,dancl merchant, norl :\Ir. Seth Jenk';~s, hom the island 
of N:Ultuckl'1, \\'1']"(' interrogated \\"lth great particularity anf1 minute­
ness. Their testimony as to the il~jUTy to be inflicted upon their coun­
try by the p:! ,,~age of the bill, was strung and definite. :'Ilr. Jenkins, on 
being asl,ed how long the people of New England, who subsisted by 
iishinp, could live without employment, replied, "PtThaps tlo'cc months." 

'I'Ll' mini:-:tr)', I think, from ~e\'eral questions submitted to the wit­
nesses, indulged the hope that many fishermen ,""QuId emigrate fi'om 
the di..::aff;,ct('d colonies to the more loyal province of Nova ~cotia, and 
there pur."llC their avocation. But the answers they recci vcd must have 
cOl1vinL'Cd them of their mistake. 

On the 6th the consideration of the bill was resumed. 
Lord Howl' insisted upon the necessity of its passag'c, as the only 

moclcr:ltc ml'ans of bringing 1he disobedient provinces to a sense of 
their duty, without involving the empire in all the horrors of a civil 
war. 

Mr. Fox was of the opinion that the bill was desicrned to put an end 
to all that rC'l11<lined of the legislative authority of Ureat Britain over 
America. He was quite satisfied, he said, that it was meant to exas­
perate the colonies into open and direct n'bellion; that hitherto, rebel­
lion W:1S only asserted ambiguously of one colony, but would now be­
come.app:1)"(cl1t and universal i,: all, and thus give an opportunity for 
drawmg the sword and throwmg away the scabbard; and that the 
colonist~, derrivecl of their means of subs~stenc~. and of provisions from 
other c()untfl(~S, would have no alternatIve left them but starvation or 
rebellion. 

Mr. Jenkinson came to very different conclusions. The fact so 
strongly statec~ by ~r. Fox, ~e remarked, impressed him with the belief 
that the cololllsts aimed at mdependence from the beo-innincr· and he 
~hought the bill to be just in 6lvery respect, and even m~rcifl1l~ ~onsider­
mg tbe offences of those who were the o~jccts of it. 

Mr. T. T~wnsend urged !he .crl!elt:y and injustice of the measure; a 
measure wInch made no discnmmatlOn between innocence and guilt; 
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which starved all alike; and which had a tendency to fix an eterm} 
lwtn,d of England and of Parliament in the minds of the Americans. 

The Solicitor Gem'ral of Scotland, :JIr. Henry Dundas, :"aid the bill 
II;I([ his most hearty approbation. It is just, be declared, lH'crtu;:e pro­
voked by the most criminal disobedience; it is merciful, because that 
disohedience would have justified military execution; and a8 to the 

Jillninc I/;hidt had been 80 pathetically lamented, he lca-s a/mid, he said, that 
1.1 woulrl not be produced by the act. The people of ~ew Enghnd, though 
deprived of the sea-fisheries, could still fish in their rin'r,.;; and though 
he understood that the country was not fit for grnin, y(,t the ('(,llJni~ts 
hrtd a kind of grain of their own-Indian corn-on which they might 
sllbsist as well as they deserved; hut whether tlIP)' might :-'0 "ub:-:ist~ Clr 
1I0t, was no matter that he was bound to consider. 

Lord .T ohn Cavendish expressed himself to be shocked at th(, P' 'rfl'ct 
p,aiif' ane! ;il;lcrily \vitb "\vhich gentlemen voted famine to a \Vbl ,j,-. lll'oplc; 
I1nd he was particularly surprised ;It the idc;I.-; of clemcncy entl'rtnillc-d 
b.Y the k;lrnu] .';f'ntklll;m who spoke b "I, (D uudas.) That fUl\j'1 illIlary 
of the crown had comrn(~llcled the bill bl'c<lll:'v it wus not sanguinary, 
<1I'Snmillg that to l<ill by starving i,~ not crue'lty; and that, Im;~'idcd' a 
mUll's blood be not shed, he may I,e cle"troYl'd with gr(,;lt gl'llt!cn,'"'' in 
allY otlwr w;ly whatsoever. As fl)r hilll,~l' If: he ,'1)1 Jld w,t I lilt n 'g;m I 
tlw bill ;1" ;iliC'Il:tting thc Anwric:tlls furever, ,md rcnckrilJ,g II~d(,;,.; ;IIlY 
p()ssil,iC' plan of H'Collciliation . 

.'\11'. Hil'f; adopted til!' proposition lH'fi)rc tIJ(' Hflll~I'. lw i't01t('rl, ",ith 
great puin ;lIld relllct;IIH'C. It W;I" harsh, but har,~II 111l';1:-1!r('" \yen; 
lll1f()rtllllutely ncl't'ss;lry. He wa" s;lIi,,1icd, fi-OlTI a cHcflll ('();np:II-ison 
of ;dllJII' p;lrt" of the proc(;('ding:-' of tbe c\mnic';lIl" witlI C';i('!J otlwr, 
that indl '[)I'nticncc was their ol~j('ct. 

Mr. Bmke now TO"C and said, tlIat he was afmid ;III} tll,l';llf' on 
tlIp sul~iccl was to litl11; pl1rpoi'c. TIll' ro;ld by Iwnitl'lwI' to ;ill}l'lld­
IlH'!!1 wa". he knew, humilialillg amI dilliclllt. 

TIll' grc<lv-r part of mallkinil wc're di"p():'L'd tl' tbilik like ~IacJ)j'th: 
U I nm ill blood 

Rt"!'t in "0 fur, that should I wau,· no more, 
I~(·tl1rnillg Wllre l\S tedious as go o'er. " 

And thus they pass toward the further bank, 1 If' the ch:lJ1nd ('y,'r so 
wide, or the flood (,\'IT so deep ;Ind rapid. This measure \\-;tc~ in the 
salllt' spirit as all fimncr Olles, and he did nut doubt wj)lllrllw produc­
tive of the vcry snme COl1:>equenccs. This, continued he, i~ in C{fiTt 
the Boston Port Bill, but upon infinill'ly a largl'!" s('al,'. Evil prim'i­
pks were prolific: the Ho:-:lon Port Bill begot this ~l'W England bill; 
tbis New England bill will beget a Yirgiuia bill; again, a Clmlina 
hill; and that will IlCgct a Pennsylvania bill, till, one 1,y one, Parlia-
11Il'lIt will ruin all its' colonies, and root up all its comnwrcf'. and the 
slatlllt'-l)()ok become nothing but a black aIld bloody roll ot proscrip­
tion-a frightful code of rigor and t)Tanny-a monstrous dip'c,.:! of acts 
of IH'll;ilty, incapacity, and genl'ral nttaindf'r; so that, orwn it where 
you will, you will find a title for destroying some trade'. or ruining 
Sf HIH' IH"I ,v inc, '. This act confounds all kinds of people, all :Jges, 
ltll sexl':-', in one common ruin. Nothing can be more fooli"h, more 
cruel, and more in"ultillg, than to hold out, as a resource to the starving 
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fishcnnrn, ship-builders, nmI others employed ~n the trade and fish· 
eries of NI'w England, that after the plenty of th~ ocean, they may 
po],(' in the brooks, and rake in the puddles, and (lIct on what we con-
;ider as husl\f, ,mil clr,)ft for hogs. 

He Cin'Hccl thctt he was convinced by the whole tenor of the de­
bat:', as well as by priv;ltc conversation, that most of th?,:;e who 
wouLl v()((' for the bill had never re:ul it, and \-vould support It out of 
]"c:-'PI'l't to the opinions of otbers; and he concluded with expre~sing 
the hOjll' that such, if any there were, would have the benpfit of t?e 
1
)l"<IH'r made for those who (du/le h;1I1 clone an act worse than thIS: 
- ~ I h d " "F'lrgivc them; they know not W 1:lt t ey o. ., 

The Lord Advocate of ~t'()ilm1Ll replied, rmd close~ the ~JSCUSsl~n. 
He ch;lr,!('d UpOIl those who to?k part with the Amenca~1s m ParlIa­
ment ;11111 ('l~('whcl'C', all the gUilt and bloodshed that mIght come of 
the me;tsures ofthe government. He sat down in temper; the House 
evincing lllllch iIIlP:I'li('\1cc. 

The Yule tin the question of passing the bin to a third reading \Val! 

th('/1 uk .. 'n: two hundred and ±itteen members ~lfls\vered ave, and 
8LI::1 V-{Jll(' no. 

(}n the (by as:::i~ncd, namely, the S1h of March, the bill was p~t 
upon its tinal l':),~~;lge. ?lIr. Hartley introduced an amendment provl­
ding th:lt the c()]oui(:'s might transp()rt c()astwise, and fi-om one to the 
other, "{tIel, corn, meal, ilour, nl' other victual;" and supported his 
views ill :1 speech of gre:lt p(I\\'er. He rcvil'wcd the dealings of Par­
liamenl with Massachusetts, and pointed out the Ji",;lslrous C(Jll:"cquences 
that were sure to rc~ult to the commerce and manuf~lctures of the 
mother C'olllltry h('rsdf from the act belore the House. 

Lord .:\'orth opposed the amendment. Mild and courteous in his 
'\-vords and bc';rring, he yet avowed his determination to adhere to the 
principles (If the bill as they ~to()ll; and so far irom relaxing ii'om these, 
said Ill', more se\'crc measures must follow if the conduct of the colo­
nists rewlen,(l SHch further koishtion necessary. 

Mr. Burke'" ngain att:1chcI'l'the ministry in a 8p\,('('11 of exceeding 
:vilnllth amI bitterness. The act, he uttered, is not 8;l!lgllinary. No; 
It dill not mean to shed 1 Jll)od; but, to suit S()llV' ,~cnt It 'mclt'''' humanity, 
it only ~nc:1nt to starve live hundred thousand people-men, womei1, 
and cJllldren at the breast. ::-;(Il1lC gt'ntlemen had even expressed their 
approbation of famine in preference tn {ire and sword. The act not 
ouly took from t~('se people tlw means of subsisting themselves by their 
QWIJ J:t]j()r, but, If the amendment proposed should be rejected, \vould 
dCJI~lve them also of support by the charity of their friends. The 
mltllstry !'t'<!IJ(:cll them to beggary fir~t, an(l then took the beggar's scrip 
fi'orn them; nay, they eVt'n dushlxl from the mouth of huno-er the mor-
sel which the hand of benevolence would bestow. " 

Lord Clare, in reply, s;li(l he would not enter the list with the hon­
orable gentleman ,:"ho. had just spoken; he should wage an unequal 
war. But he had m hiS hand a fnend who was a match for him-his 

" Mr. Durke, ill his speech, subsequently, on his" resolutions fur conciliation with the colo­
nies," March 22,1775, refers to this bill as "the grand penal bill by which we have passed 
seutellce on the trade 3./ld sustenance of America." 
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o1d friend Sir Joshua Ghee, a great friend to America, thou,gh no 
pal riot; a man \\"ho had writtf:'ll better on trade than ony other man 
livinu:, and who knew more of America; and :'ir In,-='hua (;hee says, if 
ever the people of ,\'r:;w En!.!land should Dim to set up fur themse'Ive;;, 
we mu"t do the very things we are now doing-restrain their trade 
Dnd prohibit them from the fishery, and we shall soon brillg them to 
their ,~('n"cs. 

Mr. Fox renewed his opposition in terms of lofty indignotion. 
He was followed by (;o\prnor PO\\'II:ln, who dccl:irr:d that he con­

sirlncd the measure as simply one of commercial regulation, and that 
it should h8\'C his support. 

Mr. Dundas, as on a former ()('ci)"inn, closed the df'hrltE'. .'\1r. Hart­
ley's amendment wa" rrjL'ctl'd by" very lar~(' majority; ,,'hereupo!1 
t}w HOllse "[(',,()Ived that t1le bill do PHS" i" and that" :\1r. ('0"111'[ 
carry the hill to the Lords and cle"ire their concurrence." 

Tile "1I11,iect was immedi;lt('ly ('ollC'i(kreu in the Huuse of 1.(11"11:" and 
an early day was Llssigned tfJr fill:11 action upon it. \\~itl/('C'''!'S were 
('x:llnilll'cl on 1}l(' 15th of ,\Iarl'll. Lord 'j'O\\-tH'lHl a"k!,d }lr. JI'llkillS 
"wbether tIll' ]\:1IJ1111'kf't ii"herllwll, ath'r IIlf'ir llll"irli':-'C' \\';l:-' interrup11'll 
hy the opcr<1tinn of the hill, \\"iJuld not 1'llIiu:ratr' til \-11";1 :'I-litia -!" TIll-' 
qll:lkn, in his plain W:IY, <111:-'\\"1'1"1'<\ "So," :/.-=' Ill' h,ld dow' w}li'n qu('''­
tinned in t11<' Commons. "\\'11_\' lIot"l" inquin'(l hi" \lIrd'}lip. "Bt-
1';111;;"," s,li(l .J('lIkins, "it is a II;!rr!'1l l'Ol]ntrY, awl the ~()\"rlil!j('nt, 
llwy think, i" military." FroI1l t}H'C'(' nw1 "ir'nilnr inquiri('s m"de of 
(ltlwr wiln(;~s,'S, it :,('('ms quitl' (,\jci,'llt th;lt the lord" \"lIn Sllp]I;)rtl'd 
tIle ministry IJ(J/,I'd, \\ilb tlll'ir pulitical fri('I)(L in tl](' I()",er hon.-='e, that 
tbe ijC'lwrIJlI'11 of i\!(,\\, EII~land would ahandon their I](Jll1l':-' rather than 
sufieT ;llId fi'lll;tin idl,'. \Yllil(, t]/{'y dicill'd notlling III ('U('!lur;l·f(, tIle 
design of thus iI1lT(':lsillg t1Je fislJPri(',~ of trli' l(1y;~1 cnlnuy to '~'}Jj('h 
their tll(IlI!,JlIs \\'I're din'I'k", th('y \\'(T(' told Ity ~Ir. 1.",tl'[ and :\Jr. 
]bvi", \\-Lo \\'('1"1' l'II~;I!.!,'d in t1w' :\1'\\-liJun(llan~l jj"lwn:, tltat tll<' fish 
hitherto sellt to fi 1/', 'i:.!11 ;Ilarj.;"t" fi'om S e\" EnQland cotild hi' O'll ppli I 'il 
uy llt( 'I n,,!'\ ves ;lIld otll('rs_ :\ lJlong the other 1'( 'j'-=" )Il~ "~:IllJilti'd wl're 
tml t;mlllT ,~()Y('/"II(Ir.S of J\l'\d(llmdbnd, Aclrnir;i\ :,huldlwrn ,wel :'ir 
Hugh !':Il1i"n. 'l']w fimner sp0!.;(' in ll'rms lit' contempt ,11](1 di"paj';l~c-
1I\('llt of l\IlIss;]('hlIS('tt,~ and t}l(' other northern l'II/(lllil''':; ,md the btl('f, 
ll('sid,'s indulging in similar renwrks, ('xpn'''''I'll the opinion, that whether 
the r('st/';Iillts rrop()O'(~d 11.\' the bill \\'iTt' templlrary or perpetual, they 
wunlt! prove ach'nllt,lg('(lllS to Great Britain. 

On the 16th of :\Ltrl'iJ the bill \\'as taken up as the order of the t!:IV 
T I", dd):ltl' npoll its merits and consequences W,1S II 111.~ and rmim;J t<'~l. 
The \tarquis of Rockillgham IIppilC'cd it as nl'pn'~:"i\'('- and tyranuical 
thrllll~llollt, and said that he di""I'nlt'd from eyprY syllable of its con­
tl'lll:"_ 'I'lll~ Earl (If Carlisle exprl'sC'l'd himself surin-jC'c,l at th" ,,('nti­
InI'll!S of t Iii' \lohlt' marquis, and :1\'t'ITed that the Ill~jl'l't of the mini:,try 
W;I:, mcn 'ly to draw America to her duty by the most lenient measure;;. 
TIll' nll\';'(' pI' l\I:lI1l'Ilt':'tl'r spoke of the bill as indiscriminately cruel, as 
pfI',-,lgill,g nllthing but cyil, and as bearing the marks of clc~potism. 
Tlli' LiJ'l (If })('ubigh ddi'llt!t'd the administration fi'om the charges 
prcti rred against it, and called upon his Grace of Manchesv:r to ex­
pl:tilJ, which he did. Viscount Dudley oPst'rved that when llw inter-

10 
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ests of the mother country-the manning of her navy, the i?-crease of 
her Sf'amcn, and the employment of her own peo'p~e-came 111 c.ompe­
tition ,,"ith the pretended hardships and seventies of the bill, he 
thought it f'hould not only meet with approbation, but be made per­
petual, in order to secure for her so important a bnlllc~l of comr.nerce ; 
(t11l11hat the colonies '''ere nt present spared by the lemty and mildness 
~Jf the goY('rnment, W]J('l1 fire and sword might be used throughout the 
whole continent of America. Lord Camden rose, he said, with reluc­
tanet'. He \YUS \H'aried 'with the fruitle:.:s efforts he had made in oppo­
sition to the l11e:lsurcs brought forward to ovenl\YC and subdue the 
colonies. The lJill then l)('f;Jrc them ,yas one of war; it drew the 
sword, and, as a neccssary consequence, \wJllld involve the empire in 
a ciyil ,md unnatural contest. Lord :--:andwich declared that the colo­
nists were raw, undisciplinc(l, cowilrclly men; and he ,yished that, in­
stcad of iflrt\' or f-it(,,- thousand of these 6ml'c fellows, they ,vould pro­
duce in the fidel at if'Clst two hundred thousand-the more the better; 
the easier tbe conquest: if they did not run away, they wou~d st~rve 
t')cl11"dH's into l'nmpliance ,,"ith the measures of the admimstratlOn. 
Tht' Kn'l of :--:Ij('lburne coincided with the vie\ys expressed by Lord 
Camden; and he c1wrged upon the ministers the most unscrupulous 
fraud UpOlJ P;lrliallwllt :mel the country in suppressing whole letters, 
and in c;iyinc; on Iv l11utihited extracts from others, relatin~ to aHilirs in 
Americ:o.. 'l'he Earl of :--:ufiolk, tholl,c:h he dis~lpproH'c1 of' the ins-iI1Ua­
tions :lg:liIl:'t the courage of the Americans made by Lord >-'and\yich, 
and though he believed that there were as brave men among them as 
could be tiJund :111)"\\"lJer(', considered that the bill was intended to co­
erce the Iwnple (Jf' J\('W EngL/lHl to submit mer!'ly to the ,iu,;t and legal 
power of the mother country, and that the Llith of Parliament would 
be pledgr'cl to them to reston' the fishery ilS soon as it should appear 
ahat they had rdumed to their former obedience. The Earl of Hadnor 
said tll;lt he W;IS going (Jut of the H()l]:w, not intending to yote on either 
r"id(~, \\"hen he hr'iml the last nolJIc e;1]'1 pledge the faith of Parlia­
ment that so v;tluable a branch of British commcrce was intended to 
LJ(' ,!!iv('n up to the New Ell~);illclers as a sanilil'e fill· their returning to 
their duty; the bnpu:lge was improper, nnd the policy exceptionable 
in ('\Try If''''l)('d, and he had re!urned to give' hi,.; vuice c,gain;;t the bill. 
The Enrl nt' r-;ufiolk explained, but did not sali:'t)" Lord Radnor, who 
repc;ltcd his determination to vote in opposition. The Duke of Grafton 
had not tJ [(' ]( ':I:,t diHiculty as to the yok he ~hould give. The bill, in 
his opinion, was fi JI mdecl on thl' principle of retaliation and punishment 
for an outrage as darillg us it was unprovoked, still further heightened 
and 'lggr<l\,:Itt,cl Ily a rt'sistance to all lawflll authority, Clnd almost a 
P?sitive u\'o:val of a total.indepen~ence of th~ mothei· C(.llll1try. The 
:barl of Abll1gton {'n1 fT1:llnec1 sentiments preCisely opposite. Reason, 
ju:'tice, ('on"('.i('llCC, prin~iplc" and instinct, all prompkll him to pro­
nounce tlle bill a i1j()"t dlaholic onc. How the Riaht Hvvcrend Bench 
reconciled it to their consciences, he was unable b to conceive: for his 
part, he put his trust in the Almighty; and though he knew all he could 
say would avail nothing against a ministerial majority, yet he cautioned 
the lords to bew~re of injustice, since the judicial visitations of Provi­
dence generally tell heavy on the heads of those who planned iniquity. 
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Tlw final qupslj(,n was taken in the House of Lords on the 21st of 
:'.1:: II ·h, w}lc'n tile bill pas-cd by a decisive mnjority. The peers in 
minority-t \\,"lily-une in number only-entered a solemn protest, em­
l)()(lyin,!! the objections tLcy had uttered in the debates. This docu­
ment is one of the mfJe't c;mIP:,:,t and eloquent state papers on record. .-\. 
si I I ,[{Ie P;I SSiI,[{e \vill indicate its general tone: "\V e eli:3sent," said these 
Tl{)l JlclllC n, "uecausc the attempt to coerce, by famine, the \Yhole body 
of the inhabitant." of great and populous provinces, is without example 
in the hi"tory of this or, perhaps, of any civilized nation, anel is one of 
tllo,-e ulllw.ppy inventiol1s to which Parliament is elrivl'n 1,y the diffi­
(,lIllies whicll d;tily multiply upon us from an obstinate adherence to an 
Utl\Vi;ie pl:tll of governwcnt. \\' e do nut know exactly the extent of 
the ("IfLJ1JiluJfiotl ;I~;ljnst our COlumerce in :\ew Englawl and the other 
colonies; but we ell) know the extent of the puni:3hment \\'e inflict upon 
it, \VIIi" II is universal, amI includes all the inhahita nt,,: among the:<f', 
many ~frc ndmiltcd to bl; innocent, anel s('vCLd arc alleged I)\' ministers 
to bE', in their "C'!}se, ('\'('11 rrwril()riou>'. That ['()v('rr~nent' which at­
l'~l!Jpts to PIT"f']'\'(' its authority 1)), t\r-,,\rnyin,C! 1he· trade of its suqiects, 
nnd IJY involving the innocent <lnd ,!.!uilty itl ;l cornlllon ruin, if it at'!:' 
from ;1 ('lllli,'(' of "ud! me:!II", (,(Ildi'""r:,'i ii,-df 1111\\/)rt!J\'; if from inability 
to flwl any nt\lI'r, admits itself ",bully incompl'll'nt' lo lhe cnds uf its 
ill,;1 itlll i()ll."~ 

j /;I\'ill~. de,;lr/)V('ll the fi"hcrics of \",\\, EnL':l:lllrl, Lord ;\l)rtlJ, on the 
1 J LI1 or ~\pril, IIl;JV(,t! that tll/: lI/)I!.~(' of l'ODl;IIUIJ.'< d(, l'/'""iy(' il"dt' itd\) 
a "()Illlilill,'" ,d' the \\'hol" ]JlJII",', on tIl<' :!"{111 ill"l;mt, Lo "IJt!~idcr the 
CIl('Ol1r;l,~i'm(,lll prop<'r to be gi\'('n 111 tlw hS[J('rics of GrC;lt Brit;lill and 
IrelalJd. 11" itltr'Ir!II,·,'r! hi" tlJl)ti()lJ with r!i"duimill g ~IIIY }!lotiy"" (If 
j'(,,,"tltlJl/'t!1 ~lg;[ilJ>'t J\lllfTi('a, I,)' the 1')'1':-"'111 mC;lsur~, m: tTJf.';llIill,~ it 
eilher directly or iJldin'dly to ojljll'/'''S t!r;IL counlry. Tl/(' fis\lt' ric", in 
hi,; jWlgllJl'lll, \\'Ilt'li wdlcondllct,'d ,\lid pr"l)('rly din'ned, '\\Tl'C :Ill in­
t'X/I;III>liblc flllitl of riches; f(Jl', \\'hile thc\' ('xkndcd Drili"b C/)l!IIIlCr,,',' 
~llIrl k(')'1 ()lJl'I' ;1 cuntitlual n,Jy;llIl;I,~"(lll" 'itlttT"'i1Jl:C:" ,vith Ji'/""ign no­
tion", tl]('\, incrca"l'c1 the n<l\';11 :'1fl'Il~lh of 11](' kilJp'dulil, nnd wcre, con­
:,"ql](,llIi,\:, t1](' gl'l'<lt sourC(' lit' Lll<1t PO\\'('[ which ,!.!;I\'(' it tIlt-' pl'I'-('mi­
Ill'lIlT O\'CL' all other llations of Eurupe. :'lJch \\'as the tenor uf liis 
rem;lrk". 

Un the ,by ]ll'flP'I:'l',l l)y lli" 
jel't, in tIll' manner suggested. 

lonl"llip, th(' House cnnsirlefl',l the sub­
A bill \\'<1S ii'cuned which ,'-,;r,llltClI boun-

• Botta, in his Histo!'Y of tho Revolution, thtts speaks of this measure: "The ministry," ho 
n'lll"rk", "thus ~"i,l\'\l, as uSUlll, by their sp;sit llf itL[cltuation, cOllfided tbeir caus", not 
to lir,' ""l'tain operation of armies, but to the slI!'I)(,,,e,] inconstallcy and partiality "I' the 
Amt'ricilu ])(,rll'k, \'pou such a foundation Lont );onh proposed a new bill, the (lhj~(·t of 
which '\:1" to 1'I'"rrif't thl' l'OUllll<'I'l'C of .\'l'W Englund to (;f'eat Britain, lrelalld, and tlte "',,,.t 
India ixlalllls; nlHI l'l'ohii,it, at tl", sallie (inl", tit" li"lll'ry of iI"llft,undland. The prejudice 
thai llllt~t han' l'esult"d from thi, act to tlte illi"ti,ilallt, of .\'1'11' England may 1,1' cllk"latl',1 
frolll thll ,iu~1r- Iii l't , thut tliey aJlllually Cl1\p!oy"a iu this business about fOl't)'-si.x thousund tuRS, 
Ilnd ~ix (hUIlSIllHI "'ameu; and the proulle,' reulize,l from it, in ftJrt'i~1l markers. UlUuunted to 
tlm'r' hlJlldl'l,,1 flll,llll'<'llt.I' thousand pounus ,;t(·rling. This hill, IU'\\'t'H'r. did nut I'a"s without 
(IPI""itirlll in II", two bolt",,: on thl' coutrary, tIlt' ,hohart's amI tbc agitation it exeiteu were 
\J,I,,'lllt'I,t ill b"tl!. ,\1:<11\ of tll,t lliellihel's ,'xI'I't<,<1 all their elii'rl, to d,'I"a( it; and lllore than 
IUly tit" MUl'Ijllis "f l1o,:kiugl,alll, who presented to this en,1 a I'diriull "f the Lonuull lIJ('r, 

chants. Tho bill \las, IWI\('II'r, approved by a great llll~(>rirr. The oppusition protested; the 
wiuidters scarcely deigned to perceive it," &c., &0. 
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ties to vessels employed in the cod and whale fisheries, repealed the 
duty payable on.the imp~rtation of seal-skins, and abolished some other 
restrictions, pmtlcularly ill Ireland; passed the Comm?ns on the 17th 
of :\Iny, and the Lords five days afterwards. That thIS act was de­
vised i"n consequence of the suspension and ruin of the New England 
fisheries, and as the means to stimulate English merchants and fisher­
men to supply the domestic and ji,reign markets, cannot be doubted. 

To rdali<lte upon the ministry, the colonies, llY their congress of dele­
aatc~, strictly prohibited the supplying of British vessels coming to the 
American coasts to engage in fishing, with any kind of provi8ions or 
out[1t". 

I h<lve said that tlJi' object of Lord North's bill to restrain ~Ia,,~a-
chu8etts, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Hhode Island, from car­
rying (Ill ally fishery on the Banks of Newfoundland, and other places, 
W,l:'; to "stanT them into submi,;"inn." The sentiments utte'red in 
Parliament, and the f~lcts derived from other sources, show this too 
plainly to be mist;1 kf'Jl. Nor WLiS the opinion that the people of these 
colnnies, deprived of their m(),ot important maritime employment, ''"QuId 
yiel(l tn the blnw, confilwd to Briti"h statcsmen. Hctcrence to the letter 
of ~ilas Dt";lJ1e to 1111" "~('(Tet Committee of Congress," dated at 
Pari", in July, l77G, ,yin show that the French mini8try, of whom he 
solicilt'd nir1: in his public C<lpacity, were imprcsscrl with the idea that 
"submi"sion" 'V;I" not an improbable ITsull. .Mr. Deane, in thic: letter, 
oetails at some length the (I('currences of an interview ,,·ith Count de 
Vt'l",!!:('IIlJCS, the Pril1Cip;II :\Iinister of State, and says, in the COU1'8e of 
the narrative: "He ao:;kf'd me many qu(,stions with respect to the colo­
nil's; but what he seemed most to [cant to be assured if, was their ability to 
.~71h~isl u,itholl( tltti!" jisheries, and undt'f the interruption of their com­
merce. '1'0 this I replicd, that the fisheries werc never carried on but 
by ;1 part of the colollies, and hy them not so much as a means of su b­
si,;tence as of commerce; that the fisheries failing, those employed in 
them. t.lJ~ned part. to ;Igriculture and a part t? tbe army and nav~y." 

ReJ()JcJl1g now In our strellgth and prospenty, wc can ntli)rd to smile 
a~ t~e inhumanity and cool ~untemp~ mamil'sted in P~Tliam.ent by Je~­
kmson and Dundas, by th('lr lordstlljls Dudley and 1::';1I1(I\\"1ch, and hIS 
Grace of C!rat1on. A.nel sincl', too, tIll' untiring bbors of Mr. Sparks 
have explaJl1cd tllC Gl11u;ma of Lord North's course on American a±Elirs, 
we may quality our l"I'pr~achcs upon his memor.y. * The oppressors 
and t?e ()ppn'ss(~d have lhsappe;ued, and repose In the grave; but the 
warmng may still go out. for some living men to heed, that to llrive 
fishermen from the ocean IS an outr;lge. 

*The "Extracts from the. l..,ttt'rR ~f George the Third ttl Lord North, selected by Lord 
Holh:nd from .the manuscnpts of ~Il' James Macint",h," which tlfe to be found in the Ap­
p:ndu. of the Sixth vol~ll1 of Sparks's \Vashill,~t()n, show that the popular opinion, that Lord 
North was the author of the war und its constant advocate, is wholly erroneous. 
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THE mUTED STATES. 

From the Declaration of independence to the year lS52. 

\Ve open upon a new era. Every fact and circumst:mce known to 
the whirjs of the Revolution indicated that, at the close of the contcst, 
Engl:md was prepared to insi:-;t that, as one of the penalties of" reI wl­
lion," the interdictions of Lord ;\"ortll's bill should be perpetual. \\~e 
had fimght for, had WOIl, and had er~joycd the fishing grounds as Briti~h 
s,llJ.i('ds. As these grounds were east of the easterly brllllubry of the 
thirteen cojoui('s, and within the posses3ions acrruired of France, they 
W(~I'C not of Eccessity cunnected with the question of independen,'!'. 
Y(:t many o1'tl1e prominent whigs of ~C\V El1:cland consillefed the fi~h­
erics so illtimatcly ('()lllWdl'li with our ('tlllllJll'l'I'ial PI'll"p,'rit.', ;1l111 "uc­
C(',~S in maritime afIitirs, <IS to dl'trTmim' that our ri~rhb should be lLs­
til/cdy rr'Crl,~lli"I'd anci stillllLttcd in the treaty <It' petee'. 

Tlwu!!ll fill;t!Jv SIlC('I""Sj'lti, tlws(' st:rtt'Sllli'11 \\'I're d()IJIIlt',l to 1.'IH'IJUII 1l'r 
serious ;Jhsl;l(:lc~; for, tt) allow that lll"ir :'ll"piciIlII that FCltlcl' ,;en" tly 
g:l\'I: coullll'II:lIlcr: 10 till: vi!'\\"s of EII'CI;lnd \\";1" nnfi1unlkd, tlley werc' 
still III'P",,,,d 1,\, ilJC n'prc,;I'nultiol1s ,111<.1 inllllt'lll'l' of the 1";J(lillg ](Jyal­
ists, or "toril''';,'' \\'h", during tlle W;Jr, Hed tl) tIj(' mother ('(JlllltlY: and 
\V"n' ,·tJlll[l,'Ilt-d, lwsidl's, 10 1111'1'1 tllt' ;1l'!..!llIlll'l1ts Ill' the \Ylti!2,~ 1)1' the 
:-louth, who havillg lli' p:lrticular kllO\yJrod!2I' of~ or intcTcst in, the "uiJ­
jed, 1I"'rt: lW\'I~r ;tldl' II) UlH\ror,,.;t;lIld tlj(' importcll1l'IC attached 10 it. 

H;l.viIJ~ sl;lll'll, ill ;1ll(Jillt'r l'olllH'xioll, tll;lt ;1 plan \\';IS ,;ubmittt'd to 
the F)I'lwll court, previous 10 the trc;l1y ofalli,uwl' of Iii", tOl"JlI'jlliT 
J\I'\V ttllilldlaud , C;llIad:l, Hnll [\()I';I ~"()li;l, "itll the rll'"i,!..!ll ofdivid'llg 
tlll'''': coIoIli,'''; hdwI'I'11 Fr;llll'I' and the l'nitl'd ~!;lt(',·, and thus, as tile 
pr<~i""I()rs l'lIIlsidl'red, tt) ruin the J\riti,,11 li-Iwril's, ;11111, of dil",'1 ('011-"­

qU(,IIt't', tllc British m:lrille, and that the 1I1l';Ii'llre "';IS ~ulllllittcd 10 
\Vasitillgl'lll, \V;lS dis;lpprIJI'cd hy him, :lnt1 tiu:dly ;rl';Il1L1o[1eri, we VI,"" 
to w,tiel' tilt' l'Ol\rse ofC()I1"Tl's,,;, aull lIftheir ulilli"ll'b ;t\JWCld, ,.:ul,,-,­
qucntly, ;1l111 to the l'onclusi;;n of the treat." \Yith l~r('at Britain in Ii :<j, 

by \\111.·11 our illdCjlt'I1<iI'IIt.'C \\';10' i'lTllred :tIlIl ;ll'kno\\lcd!2"ll. 
'\' hOI '\',T CXamll1L'S the records uf Call !2TC~S \Yill find that bet\\', 'en 

FI,jll"llary :llId A.ll,!..!II"!, 1,/~', tilt' "arion,; ;lue"tion" CIJllllC('«,d witl! t1w 
fisllC'ric,s WI '1'1' nwttcrs of tlw most earne"t and ('1 lllt inued debalt',., ; Ill< I 
of tIlt' IlI""t anxious s{)lil'iturl,'. Durillg tilt' di'''l'll~:-,ions upon a prop­
""ilion to open a negotiation f\ll' p,';w", "Ir. Gerry intrudul'l'rl the fol-
1,,\\ ill,!! l'r's"lutions. i<'irst: "TI1:1t it is c"sL'lltial to the weH:lre of tl1,.':,,(; 
l :Ilitl'd :-;[;r!"s that the inhaj,itallts Ibcrl'ot~ at the expir:ltitlIl 01' the \\':U, 

shoilld continllc to cl~i()y the frel' and undisturbed l'XI Tci,~(' of their 1'0111-

mllII right tu ti"h on IIIl' Ballk,:; of .\"ld(Juncllnlld, and the otlit'r fi..;lling 
ball].;" all.! SI':IS tlf i\nrlli Amcrica, prc3erying il1\'i,,!ate the trealit'S 
betwl't'll Fr:lllCC and the :oaid ~talt's:' ~('("Jl1d: "Th"t an expblJa­
tory artil'l,' 1,(' prt'pared and sent to our minister plcl1ipotenti~lrY at the 
court of \r C I',";; 1 ill, '''', to be lJY him presented to his .'III H Christian Jl:t.i",,.;ty, 
wlH'l't'iJy the :,,,id (,OIlIIIIOIl right to the fis!lI'rit'" ,,)wlJ 1)(' llJ<lrt' ,'xpiicitly 
guaralltil'r1 to tll<' iuhahitants of tllt'::'c ~tak" than it already i,., by the 
treatics afuresaid." Third:" That in the trL'aly of pL':ICC Wilh Great 
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Britain, a stipulation ~e mad~ on thei: part no~ to disturb .the inhab­
itn nts of these ~tates ll1 the tree exercIse of theIr cornman nght to the 
fi:::hcries aforesaid, and that a reciprocal engagement be made on the 
pnrt of the United ~tatC's." Fourth:~' That th~ faith ~f Congress be 
plcdg(,(l to the several Ntates, that, wIth~ut theIr un~lll~ous c?nsent, 
no trf'aty of commerce shall bl' formed WIth Great Bnt;~lIl prevIOUS to 
S1li·lt stipulation." Fifth:" T.h:'t if ~he explal1'l.tory .artlc1~ should n?t 
be ratified by his l'Io:-:t ChristIan :\by'sty, nor th~ stIpUlatlO~ aforeSaId 
1H' adopted by Great Britai.n, the minister ~onductmg the busmess sha~l 
give notice thereof to Congress, and not SIgn any treaty of peace untIl 
their pleasure be known. " .. . 

The opposition to these res.olutions ':V:l S deten~lln~c1 :lnd vIOI.ent III 

the extreme. Those ~\\'ho enlIsted ogalllst them IllsIsted that It was 
unre,,:,oll:lble and al)surd to ask (lr l>xpett thnt a w:lr commenced for 
fi'eedom, should be continued for the humble privilege of catching fish. 
l\'lr. Gerry, who b;/(] grO\vn up among the fishermen of :\b~"':JdlUsetts, 
replied: "It is not, so much fishin~," sai(~ he, "a3 enterpris(', indl1~tr~, 
employment. It IS not fish merely wh](,h gentlemen sneer at j It IS 
O'old, the produce of th;It avocation. It is the empl()yment of those 
~vho would otherwise be idlc-, the food of those \\~ho would otherwise 
lie llllngly, tll(' \\(';rlth of those who would otherwise be poor, that 
dpTlf'nd on )'dur putting thl'SC rl'~()lutions into the instructions of your 
minister." 

TIle lJl:0ority of Congress snstainec1 ::\Ir. Gerry's propositions, in fifteen 
di\j~joll'; on CLlll" of till' ;IyI'S ond noes, and n:jected numerous amcnd­
ments (,!Ii 'rr 'c1 to m(Jdi(\~ 1111'[11; but COtls('tlkd, fin:illy, to the adoption 
of the single d( 'duration, tll:rt ,. "lthOll,~.dl it is of the utmn.q import<lllce 
to the p(,;I('e and I 'omlill '1"('(' of the enited ~tatcs that C:lnada and ~ ova 
Ncotia should 1)(' ('edell, ;11111 m()re particu!:Irl} th;It their ('(lLwl common 
right to the fisherit>s sllOlllc1 1)( ~ guarantied to them, yet, a de~ire of 
terminating the war has induced us not to make the acquisition of these 
objects an ultimatum on the present ()(,(,;Ision." 

This <11·daration oppcors to have been the result of concession and 
compromise; since I\Lr. Adams wos instructed, in September, 1779, 
first, "that the common riQ'ht of fishing should in no case be O'iYcn 

~, b 

up j" secund, "th[lt it is e,;~ential to tbe wvltine of all these United 
States that the inhabit;Ill(,; thereof~ at til(' expiration oftl:e war, should 
continue to enjoy the ti'('(· oncl undisturbed exercise of their common 
right to fish on the Banks of Ne\\'foundland, and all the other £1sllil1O'­
banks ond seas of North "'merica, preserving inviolate the treaties l;~­
tween France and the said. ~t:ltcs j" . thircl, '.' that our :hlith be pledged 
to the several States tl1:lt wIthout their unammous consent no treaty of 
cnm~erce shall be entered into, nor any trade or commerce \v h:ltr~\'E'r 
carned a? with Gre[lt Britain, without the explicit stipulation hereinaf­
ter mentlOne~l. ~ au are" th,eref~re, not to co~s~nt ~o an.y treaty of 
(')ommerce With Great ~nt;:lln wlth?ut a? explICIt stipulatIOn, on her 
part, not to molest or dIsturb the ll1habltnnts of the United States of 
America in taking fish on thc Banks of Newfoundblld and other fish­
eries in the Americnn seas, anywhere, except within' the distnnce of 
three leagues of the sho~es of the territories remaining to Great Britain 
at the close of the war, if a nearer distance cannot be obtained by ne-
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gotiation. Anel in the negotiation you are to exert your most strenuous 
clJ<k;lvors to obtain a nearer distance in the (3ulf of 8t. La,Yrence, 
and particularly along the shores of 1\'ova S,_"uti:l; rlS to \\-hich btter, 
we arc desirous that even the SllfJres melV be occasionallv used for the 
pt;rjJ(J~'c of carrying on the fi"-;Iwries hy t1;e inhabitants ofihese Sl:lt('~"" 

Tlw~(~ instructions-tediously minute and el1c"l1lr!1wJ"d with repeti­
tions-embody, as will be seen, the sub:3tance of :\1r. Gerry's rcoulu­
tions, with this ('ss('utiul diflcrence-that the right to \isit and fn"c]v 
use the fishing grounds was to be made an ultimatum to a t)"(,;lty of 
commerce inskad of a treaty of peace. :-:lr;ln~r-ly enough, tl1<"';, , in­
structions were revokeel by Con~rf'ss in July, 17'"'1, though ;]c1npt('d 
after mature deliberation and in the spirit of concps;;ion. \\-h:lt<'\,'r 
the motive of COII~rf'o'"', it W,I') not communic;lt(,el to :\Ir. ~\<l:llll.'; ll\' 
tlwt body, or by the Committee on Forei~n c\'H~lirs, or by ,my indi\"iclu,i.l 
flJC'lldwf. Of this he comphius \\-ith "O!l1C ;I.'lwrity. In it 1(')1,"[ to 
Hobert R. Livingston he states the Llct .iIISt lIl<'lItioued, and rClnark".;, 
that whetber the ;1I:t of nq!,'lr-d "\\":1" intI "lllkd :to' a pUl1isl111wllt to llj(', 

or with a charitable (k"i.!211 not to k,lt! me into tempt:ltion; wllctl]{'r it 
W:IS illt"llel("d as a puuio'IJlTIt"llt t'l the EII!2ii,11 illr their in"cfllc-w"," QmI 
b;J[lJarity; wlwlllCr it \\,:IS illlt'11<1,"d 10 l'n"\"nt or n"III,)\'e sU"i,ieioll": of 
,dJiC',.:, Of tlu" (,III'!/I/I/(/ gu·, II jmlouslj 'l CO-jlllirill/s, I knr.\\" not." 'rllat, 
then, \I"~ fill;dly o',"("ured tl](; ri"! .. dlts ill qlw,tio,!, W;IS (I\\-ing to the zf'!11 
fir Mr. Ad:IIII'; :mel his ;1o'o',wi;llf' ("'llIlilIio'o'i()I1CrS, Dnd not to the firlllness 
or .~f )( HI I:litll or C{)llpr, "ss. 

l\f":l/il illl!", ;1 lllllllllf'r of pampbl(')s, \Hiltl'n hy ]f)y;lli~to' of di"tillf"l i'lll 
nnd d'"\{)If'U t,) American ;dl:lir.', \\,"n' plIblio'L.,d ill L"llJ(]"II, In '!lIe 

01" liw""(' it io' "';;Iitl th:lt "\\'itll till" illd("p'"lltlr-lJ("" of .. \I11<Tica" (;iTat 
13rit;lin "lllu,,1 give up her ti"heric, 0:1 III<" I;:lllk ()f :,'"\\ filllllclblld, ;I[](l 
ill Ill<' "\lIlcric<l1l S";IS," ;llJd "tl,irty-fiy(' tll<lIl":;Il1t! ~\l11f'ril"an o"';IIlI,'n, 
wilh t\\"'lil\'-("i"~111 l]lflll"::II](1 morc, !In'tl awl 11I:lilll:lill("(1 ill 111f""c," ,"x­
c,'lIelll Illlr~cri,'s;" that, furtlwlmun', "the \;(]u;lbl., trad," (";Irri"d on 
fnHll 111('11<"(' with till' C;lth()li," ~1;lt(",.: \\'ill hL' ill tlw liauds of ~\.lIl<'rie;1 ;" 
tll:ll "tilt's,' llurs('rics and thi,.: tradt, \\ill ,'\Tr n"l11ain till' l1attmLl ri,!.!i:t 
of tllC l)("ojll, , \\'II() inhahit that ,"oulItr.";" :Ind that "a tr;llk "0 ]'r"jit­
:lid", nlld ;1 nur:<IT\' of o',";I111en 0'0 ,":\,y]lt-lll ;mel Sf) nL"'"(,~~;lry fi,1" the 
supp()rt of her 11:;\,<11 tlln",', \\ill Ill'\(1" llL' !.:i\,"n up, Ill' di\:ided I)y 
AIllL'rit";1 with ;IIIY powvr \yll;lto'u,"nT." :,r'~:llltilIJl', to(), the c,k­
ur;1 kd Dean of (; /011<"' ",,1, 'r submitted propos;}l:, "to the E11"~li",h, 
Alilf"ri'";IIIo', Fn'llcll, and ~1);ll1i;lrtls, IJ<l\\- at \\',Ir," on the :"ul~i(,t"t of 
their dif/;'rcllccs, :"u~!.!,""tillg, upon the subject jwti,rt, ll"', that "\ ;j"(':lt 
Britain o'llilll \'('tain ~,'\\"f;mnc1lancl, with tilL' dc:::crt CfI!I"to' of L;til:";Ic1"r; 
alo',l l 'anirt!a, ;\OYD. ~l"nti;J, ant! the eouflUy bordering on the Bil) ()f 
Fundy," \H',.;t"rly, "as ttr as the bay and river (JfPL'nol)~c,,::' 

1\1 r. .. \<1il m,.; wa,; appointed Silk cOI11Illi""ioller to negntiate with (; r,' "at 
Britain, and enterl'll :dune upon the arduuus duties intrusted tn 111m. 
1\11'o'"ro', Frallklin, .lilY, <IIllI Laurt'Ils were, IJ()\\-,"Y,'r, ":llh';"'luently .l."""'i.~­
n:II".l joint '"lJillllli"';o'ilJn,'\',.;, anel in tIue time joined him in Frau(".'. III 
17"':!, a I,"tter III' 1;,lr!J" tI" M:lr)Jlli,.:, tIle Fr,"IWh clwl"!2," d'afEtire,.; in the 
l'llil,"d ~1;J\f''', ;illdr<'o'sl'd to Count dL' YcrgCnTIL''';, the l)rincipal :\Iilli"t,'I" 
of ~1;ll", \\'ao' int('reeptccl. The cuntents of this letter Calb""d great 
1I1H"a,.;il\(",;". Jlarl II li:; rql;"L""'L'lltl'll that ~amud Adams was stirrillg up 
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the people of Massachusetts to consent to no treaty of peace, which ~Ed 
not guaranty to them the right of ree fishing upon theIr anCIent fishmg 
grounds' that the reianina toast amonO" these people was, "Ma:llhe 
United States ever main~ain ~hciT riO'lits to b the fisheries;" that the public 
print s in Massachusetts discussed the importance of ~dhering to the 
sentiment; and that the general court of that State, III the course of 
their delibercltions, gave fr~'quent uttCf,1I1Ce to the popular :oice. These 
representations were sul lst;rnti;dly true, awl 1\1:Irl ~nis commItted no '~Tong 
in communicatina them to Ilis court. But he dId not stop here, for he 
SU,l!:gpsted means~o de [(>at the ('xIH>ct;ltlons of the eastern States? to c1i~­
appoint" t'amuel Adams and his party," ,md to seClire the fi:sh~nes to Ins 
own country. This communication wns dated at Phlladelp~la m Marc,h, 
and in Septem her tollowing \vas in the hands of the Amencan commlS­
sioners at Paris. 

Mr. Jay expn'ss('c1 the opinion that l\f. de 1\1nrbois disclosed the re~l 
wishes of his gnnTnmcnt upon the ~uhject C If tIl(' fisheries; and }Ir. Mach­
son remarks, that upon receipt oflettt'fs from Franklin ond others, there 
\V;I'; "much inc1i,!.!;lwl jOlt og;lin:3t the author of the intercepted" despatch, 
"and visible emotions in sonle ag::lil1st France." 1\[r. Adams wrote to 
Rol)!'rt H. Liv illg,;lo11, from Pill-is, l\"()\"cmber 8, 17S2, that, "If Congress 
or their ministers abr();ll1 sufft'r thclllsdves to lH.' intimid;lted by tlJl't:'ats, 
slanders, or insinuations, we shall be dupcd out of the fishery, the ~lis­
sif'sippi, much of tIl!' ,,-('stern lands, cOlDj>c'ns;ltion to the tories, and 
Pel1(Jh"cot at k;l:,t, jf not KCllnebcC'. This," he odds, "is my solemn 
opinion, aud I \\-ill not lw al1s\VcTal>le to my country, posterity, or my 
own mind, fiJr thc' COllsequencf'S that might happc'n fi'()[ll concealing it." 

The suspicion that France was secrE'tly promoting the yjcws of Eng­
land incl'c',lf'ed as the llC',Qotiatinn prngn'"sccl. " \\' c' knew," soid Mr. 
AdLlIll';, that the French llllui,;try "\wre often insinuating to the British 
lllhlistlTS tIling,;; against U;;, rt~f'l)\>cting the fislH'rics, tories, &c., during 
til!' negoliatif)ll, and ::\Ir. Fitz}wrlwrl* told me that the Count de Ver­
g'C'nnr's had 'fitly time:, reproached him for ceding the li-:heries, and 
said it was ruining t}ll' En,~li"ll and French commlTc'l' Loth.'" Again, 
h~~ [('('ords in his journal that Mr. J:ly bad inf.,rmec1 him" that our allies 
dId not play fair. TJJCY were endea\'oring to dcpriw us of the fishery, 
the Wl'stCl',ll In,nds, an~ t}~e n:lyjg;lt~on of t,he .:\ii,;:;is:-;ippi. Tiley would 
eeen lj{(rgmn ~Ulth the English to dtjlrlrc liS (1 (item." 

Mr. Jay hm1self rehites that he "dined with Dr. Franklin, and found 
Mr. R;I~'nev:lll1Ien',': *, * * ILtynt.':al "asked what we expeckll as 
10 the h"llf'ncs"l \\' e ~ald, the same rIght ,ye had formerly enjoyed. 
He ~~ntestcd the propnety of tDe demand, adding some slricllms on the 
ambUlOlZ and nsf/f'SSlIes:; qf l1Jr. Adams, and intimated that we mirrht be 
contcntcL1 with the coast fishery. This coincidence bet\H'en th~ lan­
{!IJ,lgr' of the cOllfidenti;J! send:lry of Count Vt'l'gennes," continues Mr. 
Jay, ",and, thClt o!' the French ch!lrge d'affaires at Phihcldphia, (M. de 
l\IarllO!s,) 111 relallOrt to the fishenes ,mel the conduct of ",amuel Adams 
is of itself a strong evidence of the real "iews of the French cabinet.': 

'~h,e Amo~'ican conynissioners were prohably mistaken. Whatever 
the][ ImpreSSIOns rehl11ve to the course of the French court, evidence in 

*One of the British commissioners. 
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the public archives is wanting to show that De :\1arbois "disclosed the 
real wishes of his government;" that :\lr. Fitzherbert \yas justified in 
his ([r.dlrations to :\fr. Adams; or that:\1. Rayneval uttered the senti­
lIl1'uts of his principal. Yet our commissioners, embarrassed on every 
hand, were driven to the expedient of disobeying the directions of Con­
gH'Ss, (1S to concluding peace without the consent of their ally, ,md of 
proceeding upon their own responsibility. The re13.tiyc merit:-; of these 
di"ringuisbed men, in secming the rights in question, lws ]JP"n a mntter 
of somc discussion; and Franklin has been charged openly and fre­
(jll"lItly with criminal lukewarmness. Mr. Jay, expressly and lly letter, 
rdicn:s the philosopher from this imputation, and commend" his zeal; 
and I am s:ltisfied that wboever examines the fll:ts of the case will finu 
IH) !!r(llwcl f(x the accusation. All did their duty, and the wbole of it. 
AII~1 y('t, upon Mr. Adams, as a resident of l\1a~sachuset1", and as better 
Dl'(l'lainted wilh the importance of the fi"lJ('ries than his ;1.,,;s'll'iate:', the 
p,inci pal labor of ll]('f'ting the Briti:::h n r.!!UllII'Dts : I] I])('ars to b:1H' de­
volved. I c,m in truth imagine no ])(Ildcr line 1)[' l'liIlduct than he 
ndopl!-d; and to COlHklJ"C 11is pri\l('i1':ll I)]J"''I"Y,ltiol1s, as prcsen"ed by 
himsl ,J f in his .iourn,d, \\' ill be suliicil'11t tl) 8110\v tile difficulties that 
\YIT': "dually OV(TCOnW duriug the l1('.!!()liati(lIJ:'. 

In"notin!:.'; a <-:0111;'1'<'1](.'(' \\ilh the British ':I)mmi:,,,ioners, he S;IYS th:1t 
"the ,ill:lir of t]1(' li,;[wry "",IS ""ll1l'what ,iIli'I"I'd. T]wy cOl'tll1 not 
admit us to dry Oil the c;l;ores of ~1I\"a ~l'"ti", l10r tn fi"h 'wililill three 
k;lglw" of the CII",,{ "t" C'I!H' Br('ll)lJ. I could Uilt lwlp "ll"t'l"yill.!,!: that 
tl]('.-';I; illl':ls :'1»>(':111,<1 tn Ill(' til 1"111/11· jlijlillg-llot ji"olll rl"}""'1/i//,s." 

Oil anotlwr occ,l"illll, and wheu a " \\"hole d"y 11;/11 I lI'('n spent in dis­
cussiol!s all/Jut tl)/' fi,.dlery ,mel the toril':-;," amI in reply tl! :1 l'r'lpll"~iti()n 
hom tile ()ppo"~illg Illi""illll, to least' out of the tn'aty till' \Yllrd "right," 
:11ll1 ill:-;IT1, ilJ:-;kad t1wr('of: the term "Iil),rtll," hI: [11"";/', a\l(l in till' dlr''t't 
:111<1 VI ,I 1I'1l: <'II 1 ma I 1111 T \\" hicb t"]I: I r:lI'll'rized'hi rn 1 hroup II liti', thus:, III ,h:: 
"(klJt]!'tl1cn, is thl'IT, or can there ])(', a dl':lrl'f rip:ht! In fCJfmCr treatil's, 
tllat of fill"l'l"ht and that of Pnri", Fr:Il11'1: ,mel Ellc:Ltml b<J\" cbilJlt,a tile 
ri!.!JI1, nllLl 1J.~I'd tlw I/'IJl"iI. \\'llI'll Gild c\lmighty malic- the ]\:lJ1ksIJL\c\\"­
iilllllllblJd at llm'l' hundred JvaglH':-; lli:"tanct: ii'om the P"llllle ,d' .\lJwri,'a, 
alld "ix 11l1l1clrl'l1 k;I!:.';Ill'S from thu"c of Fr,lI1Cl' and ElIc:l:ind, did he not 
gi\,l' ;IS .~uud ,I rig'" (I the f(mner a" tIl the btter"! If II;:;""I'll in the crt'a­
tion .!.!;;I n' a rigltt, it is ours ,I t lcn:'t as much :IS yllurs. If, I" 'l'upation, use, 
aud po"';l'""iull ,!!.in' a rigltt, \n' ha\'e it as clearly as you. !.(tcar, allll MuDd, 
alill in·llslln", ,!!,"ir!: (/ rigltt, ollrs is liS gOlld 118 !I"IIO:, ,re," continued be, in 
t1w same (' ]oljuent strain, "hare cUllstalltl!! 0, (II j7!!.1tl ing ill Cu Ilada, Cape 
Unill/i, II ",I SII/'II" Soil ia, jllr t!IC ti'ji·//cc '!( tltis/is!1( r!J, lind !tare fJj!ulIJul, 
III "'I"III! all pro)'lIrtlllll, 11/111'1" tltUn .'J0II. It: then, the rigltt cannot be denied, 
wIly "huul(l it not 1)(' :tl'kllu\\-kd!!."I'11 and put out of dispute"? \\~hy 
"hould \\"(' II ';IVl' room fOf illikratl' fishermen to \"vrangle and chicane y" 

,'I r. Fitzlwrbeft, a member of the British commission, cOllil'S:'l'd that 
tbe J"(';):"ms of .'\Ir. Atl:lIlls WE're QU'lll. "The argument," saillll1', "is 
in yUIll" fl\ur; but Uswald's instructions a.rc su~'h, that I do Dot see 
how Ill' 1':Jll 'I.!!.T"f> \\'ith u,;." Nor \\"a" there an agreement, until ,'\Ir. 
;\ dam::: pu~bed the "argument" to the point of an ultimatum. Finding 
tll;l! if thl' tr,';lty c()ntained all!l pw\"i"i'lt1 on the :::ubject, it must be in 
the form pre:::C'lltcd by our commission, the Briti:::h mission endeavored 
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to waive the point altogether in the provision<ll, and leave the qu~stion 
to be ;J(ljusteJ in the ddinitive treaty that was to fi)llow. . To thIS Mr. 
Adams would not listen. He stood on ground from whIch he cuul~ 
not be dri\'en by any deyict' or evasion of diplomacy.; and ~e empha~I­
cally declared, "I will neyer put my hand to any artIcles Without satIs­
i[wtlon about the fishery." "'Vhen ConO"ress," he added, "three or 
four \,('<lrs :10"0, did me the honor to O"ive ~e a commission to make a 

~ b b .. . 
treaty of commerce ,,,ith Great Britain, they gave me POSItIve ll1struc-
tiolls' not to make such a treaty without an article acknowledging our 
right to the. fishery; ~nd I am iwppy tl1il~ :\Ir. Laurens is now pres~n~: 
who, I belIeve, was III Congress "t tl](' tIme, and must rememb.er It. 
Mr. L;lUrens confirmed the statement; and Mr. J:ly followed with the 
remark, tbt "it could not be a l'l'ace-it would only be an in.siclious 
truct'," without tIll' ,.;t ipulations cOlltended fix; and thus the ngltt, so 
counlgc()usly maintnined, W;IS acknowledged in the third article of the 
treat Y, ;md in the !; )!luwing terms: 

"ft is a,c;rl'f'd tl1;ll the pf'llplc of the "United States shall continue to 
el~oy, unmolested, the right to take fi,.;h of every kind on the Grand 
Bank, and on ;111 the other b;mks of :\cwfoundland; also, in the Gulf 
of ~t. L;mrence, and at all other plaCl'S in the sea where the inhabit­
ants ()f both countries used at any time hf'retoforl' to fish; and also, 
that the inh;Jl)itant,.; of the United 81;11('s shall have liiJerty to take fish of 
eyer:' kind on s11ch p:lrt of the coast of Newfoundland ;IS Briti::;ll fisher­
men "hallus(', (hut not to dry or cure the s;ane on that island,) and also 
on the CO;!sts, hi)''';, and crecks, of all other of his Britannic :\I:ljesty's 
dominions in America; and that tbe American fishermen shall have 
liberty I() dry and em(' fish in any of the unsettled bays, harborf!, and 
creek" of ~()\';I ;-':cotia, Magdalell islands, and Labrador, so long- as the 
samc sholl! n'm;Jin unsettled; but Sf) soon [IS the S;lme, or ei-ther of 
tllem, shall lw settled, it shall not be lawful for the said fishermen to 
dry or cure fish at such setLlement, without a preyi()u,.; agreement flH' 
that 1'IlrpoiJe with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the 
ground." 

T~c p~'ivileges thus conceded W('j'(' ample; since, with regard to 
catclilng 11"h, ail were continued to us that we could or should have en­
joyed ho(l we remained colonists; whik, in dryillff and cllTir!fJ" ,'it' \yere 

'" I 'I '" b not lD.lllrlfJll" y restl'll't('( . 
It h<1s I)('('n rem<1rk('( 1 that the Americ[ln commissioners were in­

structed to conclucl(' no t/"('aty with Grl';lt Britain without the concur­
~'ence of France, and that tlll:Y (b,.;olwyccl the injunction. Such, indeed, 
IS the fi,ct. Mr. Adams, communicating officially with M1'. Livincrston 
says that obediencc "would have iilfnlhbly 'prevented the ~hol~ 
P(,;Wf'." The Count de Yergenncs complained of the course of the 
mission in words ",,·.hieh show de~p sensibility. "I am at a loss. sir," 
he wrote to Frankhn, "t<) explam your cond uct, and that of vour col­
]('i';!:iueS, <,:m this occasion. .Yo~ have concluded your preliminary 
a,rtlclcs WIthout any COmml~l1lCatlOn bet":reen us, although the instruc­
tIons from Congress preSCribe that nothlJ1O" shall be done without the 
purli~i~ation of t~e Kin~" You are .a~out .10 hold out a certain hope 
of P( del' ,to ,Amenca, WIthout even lJ1formlllg yourself on the state of 
the negotJUtlOn on our part. You are wise and discreet, sir; you per-
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kc1'y uncJerst~n~l what is due to proprie~y; you have an your life per­
fan ed your dutlf'S. I pray you to consider how you propose to fulfil 
three wllich are due to the KinQ'." 

'l'lw policy of Engl::md towa;:ds the people" who assumed an inde­
pendency which separated them from her son:rcignty" ,\"0" soon clevel­
oI",d. An order in council was promulgated by proclamation in July, 
17"):), prohibiting Amcrican fish from beine: carried to the British \Ye"st 
Indies. This order W:l:'i rpgilrcled as the result of loy:dist or "tory" 
influence. It was probably so, and W<lS not only aimed at our ti~h­
eries, but intended to encourage tIJo."p of XOY<t S('utia anel other Briti"h 
P(I.~;;('ssions north and e:lst of the t~ nited States. An (':\tf'll":; ve trade 
,y;}S thus destroyed. While colonies, the Aew EnglaIJd :--:t:Jtes kId 
b:lfkrcri their" We:::t India fish" for sugar, rulT', anel mola":'t''':, with 
tlw pbntcr'l of the British island:::, with profit to all parties. Cf)ll~TI·CS 
dedi 1 red that rctaliatory mt 'a,mrc:'i Wt're !H'('f'SS:UY, in order that c\1l ]f'r­
i,':11l commerce should not pass into the h<l1111..; of Ji'fl,I(!IlI·r"; [1nd :l"k,'d 
to 1)(' invested with powers fi'om the ~tiltcs to provi,j,. for tlll' C'Xi,!!l'IWY. 
But no ;/(leC/ll:lte authorily was or clJltld 1)(' C01di'ITt·d upnn Llw 1'''llk'd­
cr;wy. Tlw restrictive pt)lit·!' thus ('Ollll11II1ITt! \\,:IS ll)ll~ continu(,tl; 
nor wus the \'('xl'd qll('slio/! of our comllll'fl'i:tl feb1ioll:, ,,·ilI! tbe ]l"s­
s('.~"ions of Engbud in this hemispllt'rt, :lrlju<tl'd for 1ll':lrly half a cen­
turv. 

\Vt' p:1SS tf) llolict, tlll' )li"tH't"'llin~;; of till' t'()l1vl'otioll thClt fr:lmf,tl th,? 
constitlltion Of1\1<' l Illi(,'( I :-:[:Itl'';. Those rdatil,g to our "ll)~ieTt, tlJ()lI~h 
[r;I!I~llIilkd in 1111'1"1' ;dlIlSious, ilre ,;1 III ,;i.!!llilie·:111t and import:lll1. -

Tllll~ uponllw proposition that "no tn';lly shall he 111;1<1" wilhont 1111' 
('III I';t 'Ilt oftwt)-tllird" oftlll' nwml".rs 1'rt'.';I'1It," ;Intl upon 3rr. :'Ib(li~t)j)'s 
sllggl'sl ion to "('Xt'('pt tr(':I1[I's of 1'1'[1101'," .'\Tr. (;,Try \\":1:' oftllc opinion 
thilt in SIII'I, trl':l!it,s :1 grenter, ratl]('r than a k~:" prnpnrti'lll of votes 
should I)t, rt'tluin',l, f(Jr tIll' r(,;ISOll that, in termillillill!.! hoslilili":,, our 
"£lmn'sl inllT/'sls will be III stllkl:, as tl/1' /ls/tcri,s, tlTri/l)ri,·s," lVI·. ~'I, too, 
Mr. (;UllVl'rllt'llr Mllrris* CXl'H''''';t'tl the scutimcnt tll:lt "if t\\'1 ,-t!lir,J" Ill' 
11lt' ~"llill" should be rcqllired fin' pl':lce, the kgi"l:'ture \\'ill bl' 1111\\'il1-
iu" to m:ili.I' onc fi,r that rCilson, IIll (J,·count 0/ the Jisllcrics 1)( tftc JIi.'sis-
~ " 

sil'Jli-I/II' tll'O ,~-rl'llt oluccts 'l the l'lIion." 
The rccords of thl' tii"C'llssinns in the conventions of the cliffi:rent 

Stalt'S fill' the :lIloption or n:it'ction of tIle constitution are less frag-
1lH'111:Il"Y. In tll:ll of ~ol1lh (::lro]ill:1, Charle's C01t'sworth Pincbw\', in 
l"I'ply tt; SIHIlt: ill-ll<lturnl remarks u!2;lil1:'t :\"W England, generously" s id 
th:lt, in tl1l' Ht'\o]ution, '" the l';I"tlTll ~t:ltt'" had 10"r f'\('rything but their 
Clllllltry and freedom j" that" it ,\:lS notorious that S01l1,. ports at the 
(';I.~t \\':1 rd \\'hil:h ll:>cd to fit out one hundred and fift\" sail of \'es"('],, ti,) 
not 1I0W fit Ollt thirty; that their trade of ship-buil~[ing, ,yhi,.)1 ll,:C'd to 
1)1' \IT\' c'l!I,.:ilit-ruble, was now annihilated; that their ti"lwri,':' were 
trjnill.!!~ and their mariners in want {If bread ;" and that the ~"lllI1 were 

"lTon. I ;"!H','I1l"Uf :'IIIJrri,s waR a son of Lewis :'>lllrri.<, one of the "i!.'1l1'f$ of the I ).,,·laration of 
Ind"Ilt'n,],'n,"'. II., WII' 11 membor of tho ('ollfil\t'ntal ('''Il~I·'''.s, alll] of thl' ""lm'lIri,,lt whi,'h 
fralllP'{ th.· ('ottst itulion of II", \ 'ttit",] C;taf,'s. In \\'ashitt~toll'S adlllinistrarion he Was ll,illis["f 
til \'"ralll"'. H,' died aL .\lorrisllniu, XCIV Yurk, iu 1,:'lli, uged tJ-l, Hll posst'ssed the cunfidence 
,,( \\' uaiJilu:tolL 
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" caned upon by every tie of justice, friendship, and humanity, to relieve 
their distresses." 

In the convention of Virrrinia Mr. Grayson affirmed that" it. is well 
known that the Newfoundland fisheries and the l11ississippi are b?lances for 
one another; that the possession of one tends to the preserv~tIon of the 
other. This," he continued, " accounts for the eastern pohcy. They 
thought that if the Mississippi was giv~n up, the south~rn States would 
givc up the right of the fishery, on ,,:h1ch the1r very.exlstence depends. 
It is not extraordinary, therefore, 'wlule these great nghts of the fishery 
depend on such a variety of circumstances-the issue of the war, the 
success of negotiation, and numerous other causes-:-that hey ~hou~d 
wish to preserve this great counterbalance." Patnck Henry, ~n d1s­
senting from these views, and in reply, c-;:claimcd: "BUl, smd the 
honor~ble gentleman, the enstern :-:;taks \yill wish to secure their fish­
ery, and will therefore favor the right to the Miso'issippi. How ~lo~s 
he draw the inference? Is it possible that they can ~Ict on that prmcl­
pIe? The principle that led the southern filates to admit f!fthe cession 
'was, to 3yoicl the most dreadful perils of war. But their difficulties are 
now ended by peace. L there allY thing like this th;lt can influence 
the minds of the people of the XnJ1!J 't ~ince the peace, those :-:;tatf'S 
have discovered a determined resolution to give away the Mississippi, 
to dio'("()llr;l,!.;e cmigration thitIHT." 

In the cnnycntion of l\Iass~lchuselts, one member observed, that 
as the different mc-[l11)l'rs of the cOllfetilTilcy regubu,tJ their commerce 
at ph";I.~lIrc, :11111 did not even pro1t'ct the C();'sting trade of the country, 
"a vessel from U()s<lway or Hali±~lx found as IIl,;trty a ,vclcome, with 
its fish ;illll 'whalc))()llc, at the SOUlIll'rn ports, <10' though it W;IS built, 
Ilavig<lkd, .lIllI lj:eightcd irom ~alem m Boston;" and that" this would 
continne to be the C:I:3l' , unless a wore pcrkl"t union of the t3tate" \\";lS 

iorml'd:" while a :"( 'comi member remarked, that abroad we \HTC held 
in cont{'mpt, fiJr since the war we had been engnged in "commerce 
with six different nations of the globe, and if he might believe good, 
honest, credible men," our position \vith then1. was like that of "a well­
bch3\"('d n(',~m in a gentleman's f:1l11ily." 
Th~ :,wntiw('ntc; thus utt<>recl-north and south-indicate the feelings 

of t'lJlllit'llt statl'Sll1('n of the time, as \Yl'll as reveal to us some of the 
arguments in favor of the adoption of the constitution; and serve, lll( )re­
OV~T, t~ ;-;h()\V that th~ branch of industry at present so ±:lllen in public 
eS~lI11at!On was contmually referred to by our £lthers in connexion 
WIth, an? as eq~ival~~lt t?, "the Mi;,;~iso'ippi," or the western country. 

PursulDg our lllfJumes III chronolo.~lcal order, we are led now to cite 
the opi~ions of the fou?dcrs of the present national government, as pre­
served III the (JeJ~"t('S J~l th(' 1.st Congress. Our quotations must be 
confined t~ the dlscusslOn~ whICh occurred during the first session, and 
upon the bill to levy" dutIes on imports." The pure and hirrhly o-iCted 
Fisher Ames thus spoke: * b b 

• The Hon: Fis?er Ames was born i~ Dedham, Mass!lehusetts, in 1758, !Uld WIIS edueated at 
~arvar~ UOlverslty. In the R~volutlOn. Re was a zealous Whig. He was a member of the 
conventIOn of Massaehtlsctts whICh consldereu and u,lopteu the constitution of the United 
Stat~s, lIud W/iB electe~ tho first representati 1'l1 to Congress from Boston. He oce-upied a 
seat m the House for eight years, and was It principal spel1ker in the debates on every import-
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" \Ye exchange for molasses those fish ~h~t it is impossible to dispose 
of an yw here else; we have no m8rket wIthm our reach but the islands 
from whence \ve get mohs"e::l in return, \\-hich again we m8nufacture into 
rum. It is scarcely pOi>siblc to maintain our fisheries with advanta'!t', 
if the ('/lmnwrce {or summer fish is iqjured, which I conceiye it would 
be wry materiany~ if a biCfh duty is imposed npon this []rtid,,; n8S, it 
would carry devast8tion throughout all the :\ c\y England ~latc;: it 
woulrl ultimately affi'ct all throughout the [nion. '* * * The 
taki n,~ of fish on the B8nks is a Ycry momentous concern; it fi 1m]:' a 
nur"r'ry £Ir seamen, and this will be the source from which we an' to 
(l'_Tjn~ maritime importance. It is the policy of "ome n[]tion;; to drive 
us from this prolific source of wealth and ,~tr"tlglh; but what their d,,­
t(''';Lillie eHi-wts h~v" in v<lin cntkavored to do, you wilt accompli,,!J by 
a bigb duty on tbis artick" 

Again he "aid: "I cOIII'lil'(" sir, t1111t the prrs(,1I1 i'lllIstitlition was 11",ti/tlll 

b!J ('llIlUna('ii/IIICU's.)i1!/ more t/U/II IIII!/ other ('IIIISI'. The 1(,((lIt Il fill Ij/icilf/l 

gorerll/III'1i1 to SI'Clln: 1111: J1/f/I1,~/;,ctllrlllg II/tro'sls, alld II) WhflllO' 11111' {'{I/!/­

l1U'1'U', 1('(/S long scen by mOl Iif' jWI'.fIIICllt, al/d jluilltell Ollt b!! plltriot:; s"lici­
tuus 10 !)(IJIIU;{C tlte /!,-I'III'ml II'I'(/ill'l'. If the duty which \\'e contl'l1tl 
:lg;lill~t is !fnmrJ to d,'I;~;lt t111''';'' {)l~j"(,t,,, I am l'ol1\-inced the rf'pl'l'''''llt­
atives of the people will give it up. I tru:-;t thatQ('ntlemen :I!'I' \\'cll 
satisii('d t1wt 1hl' support 01' our a~Til'ltltur(', m:lli1It:lI'lur('~, ll:lyi:';:llilln 
:ll1d fi"lJ('ril"~, are ()l~jl'ct,; lit' \'('r~- gi'l';tt momcnt. 'P/lil gl lit/I IIII'll COI1-

I'JJlI'II/II' 1111' jiS/If'!'Y, th(;!! o i1111 il its iJJl1'O),/IIJII'I', (1))(1 tltl' Iff'cls.Jlll 11'1' (1),1.' 

1//1111'1' iI/ 1'/lI'Olll'llgl/l,!!: alld jlrlllN'lillg II, I'sl",,·ji/ll!! ~( tltC!! 1'lIl/Sldl ( ils d,,-/ill­

·ill!.i S;IIIIIIII)/1; thlll II is c,rellllll'lj ji'om IIt,/sl: rll/cuIIIII/!IS wltich it f,nlll,(I!! 

olJllllllld ill British 1'"/'ls, 11111/ 1'lIrlil'ijlll/I's &lIt i/l i/ sml/lL IIIgr/l II( tlte III /1-

e/ils flrisillg Ji"om filiI' A'll/'IIy'lIll U//if'S, wlloSl' markets (1/'1' l'iSIIIl/ IllId, I' SU'( /'r' 

T,'slrldill/ls: !/1'f,ll'illt {[It 1//1'.'1' illscl)l/rllg"II/! /lIs, it lIIail/tuilis II/I 1',11"/1/ U:!{I'I-!' 

cnlil/cs il In the ji,sll'rillg I'flre of g"I'1 1'111111'/11." 'I> '" , '" '" ... "111 

short, II /l1"S8 some 1'.1'1 rllll/'i/inll!'l/ I//I'IISI/ /'I'S 1//'1' tl7kl.'l1 to Slljljll'l't 1111 I' jls/IlTils, 

I do /lilt 81'1' 11,!tllt is to pl'i 1'1';11 tillir il/II';I(/M(' rill". II is 1/ Ji'l/, (11Ill 

111'/11' olle-third I!!, IIll/" )ls//!'(I)U'II U]'I' tal..,.,t .I i -11m tltl'i/" l"-I//;',,oill/l-/lII I fl/' 
1('lI111 If skilt fllI,l a/;ilil;l's in 1//1' (/rt, jiJl' //1 /'1' tlu'!! tl/I., 1//1' (1IIIk 1:1' '/'IT!} 

1/11t iOIl 1111 ('(/ rt It-l JUt li"mn thl' \IIC:tl, chilling policy of 1(1]" 'ign 11:1 tion~, 
\\'ho shut us out li-olU tlll' aV"IIUl'S til market. /r; il/sll'lil/ ,~/ 1'1'1i/cclion 

Ji'l/ll/ t/if' gUl'al/lIlI'II.!, U'I' ",1'11'I1l7 to tllnJl IIjlj/l'('SSiOll, 1 SIll""', I' jiJr Ilu' CIII/SI­

IjIlCI/ClS." ""lill further: "It is supposed that the nS\1l'rmen lUU,.;t be 
PIJIIi', if th,'y :1l'I' not "bl., to hear tht' tax prupilscd. 1 IlIlIfl II,l tltC!! lue 
n'n) ji"/)r: the!! 1/1'1' ill a. sinkiflg state; they CllIT!! Oil tlte Ousi/llss in lI/sj'l/ir. 

j;111 W'/II/,:/IU'1l Icill ask liS, 'Tnl!/, tltCII, do the!! not quit thi' 1)/'f!I;S,,;II/(?' 

I WIS;I'I'/", in the lI'o)'{ls that IIU' 1!/iCIl IIsed ill the CIIslcrll Cr!/llltry (lSjlll'/llig 

dl' IIIIIIIII/'fallts (1 CaJle ('II,I-tltc!! arc 100 poor to lire lIlac, ({III! ((('f' f(lo 
1'(1111' III 1"'11/1'/'1'." Th., remarkable coim'idence, in many partil'IIlar:" 
lW(Wl'C'11 17~9 and b5:!, as indicated in the pass:1!:!,cs \\'hich 1 ha\'e 
pI: 1('( ,tt in italics, cannot eSL':) P" the attelltion uf pi '],,,Ull:, :lc'luainteJ. 
with the :,ubjcL"t. 

RIIt '11l1,"tion, His "I""'I'II OIl the British tr,';rt.\, ill 17~) I '''as his great",t ,'If,,1:, Ellliw'nt 
aliko Ii.r his talonts lIud his pllrity of dlllntC')1'1', h,' II'Cl< !Ill IIrn:"""II) tIl hi, (',llIil'.ry, II' diud 
in 1-111,-1, 
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To omit the statements and arrruments of Mr. Goodhue and of Mr. 
Thacher', who participated in the '-debate, an~l sustained the m~n po­
sitions of Mr. Ames, we will refer, in concluslOn, to the declaratIOns of 
Mr. Gcrry.* "At a time when the policy of every: countr:y," s~id 
he, "i:-; pointed again:::t us, to suppress our succe~s III ~he fishE'rH:'s, 
\yhen it is with extreme dift1culty that it continuE'S ItS CXlstence, shall 
w(' };, V Lurdens upon it which it" is unable to support? If this import­
ant in"tC'Tcst is injured, it will not only destroy the competition with for­
eigners, but witt inJuce the people to sell their property ill t/IG ['"ited States 
and remote to Nova Sf otia, or some other }i1acc, 1clll:rc they ('lin PTOsccute 
their business under the jllo!cctioJl 0/ got·anmult." * * * * ,< I will not 
reiterate tbe arguments re.~pf'cting the fi"jwries: it is welllmuwn to b.e 
the IlI'st nursery for sea:nen; the UnitE'd ~t;1tes h<1ye no (ltln'r; and It 
neycr can 1w tile intentir III of gentlemen to le:l Yl' the n' I\'i,~:tlioll of the 
Cnion to the mercy of l('rC'ignpowers. It is ofnece:"silY' then, that we 
lay 1he foundation of our maritime importance as soon as may be, and 
this can IH' done only by (·ncouraging our fisheries. It is well known 
that \yc ho H' anum ber I)f rivals in tbis business, desirou s of excluding 
us from the fishinp: Lll1ks altogether. This l'(lll:"ilkration of it"clf is 
suffici('nt 11) induce a wi~(' kgislation to extend ('vcry encollf:lgement 
to so important a CUllC('fn." 

C()llgrl'';'; \HT(' not unmindful of the;::(' representations and Dppeals. 
An mt W;IS passed in 17::-D, which all(l\\-ed a bounty of five cents per 
quintal I)ll dri"d, and the sartH' sum per barrel on pickl(,,] fish (':'l'ortcd 
from, nnd imp(I,.:(·rl a duty offifiy cents the quintal and of seventy-five 
cent,; thE' barrel on t;)reign fish imported intu, the United i3t:t('s. The 
system (If prot('Ction, ()f' 1 )(!Until ''':, and allow ;Ilj('(',~, is <I s olel, tht'rd; ln~, as 
the gm'(Tlllnent it"l'lt~ and \\';lS devised and adopted by the statesmen 
of the HC\'(lluli()ll. 

In ]790, \V;I,,]Jington, in his speech to Congress, remarked that" our 
fidJl'ri('s alii] tlw tr;msportution of our OWIl produce offer us abundant 
mean, j;Jr l:u~lrc.lin~ ourselve:-: D!winst" the cvil of dependiwr upon toreian ,.. ~ b b 

ve;::sf' 1...;. TIll' ~('lIat(' \\"C/ited upon the PH'sidellt and the Vice President 
witl~ an addl(,.~". Among its topics w~ fincl the flll1owing: "The nav­
igatIon ;md 1he lj"lJ('ri,':-: ()rthe Unitecl :-)[;II<'S :lrc objt'l't" too interestina 
not to inspire a clisl'();.;ition tl) promote them by ail the means which 
shall appc;lr t() us consistent \\itlJ their natural progress and permanent 
prosperity." 1\1r. Hamilton, in his report as i3ccretary of the Treasury, 
SUPp,('~1cd that a reduced duty on the article of pickled fish, UndtT the 
circLlllJ:"t:l!lces of the time, would prove (llh';ll1tClgeou;::, but admitted 
that he W;I" not in J)(l".~('""i()n of all the filcts of the C:lse, and, dd\Trina 
to members of tIll' HOLl"C bmiliar with thl' suIJjC'C't, declined to hazard 
a deci"ive opinion. Such were the offici;d acts relatIve to the fisbina 
interest, at the opening of the session. The relief afftlrdecl the pr('viou~ 

~The Hun, Elbridge (~I'ITy was a native?f .M:~rbleh(>atl, till' ancient fishing earital of Mas­
sachust'tts, mill a gra,j1(at<' of Harvard Umverslty, JI" d('I'lItl,d se,eral Yc'ars to commercial 
pUt'suit"., ~nu Hl'lluireil 11 "lIllll'l'tl'I(( .~.".tHte, He IYllS 11 siCiU,,!' of the Ded~ration of Independ­
ence, IIlllll:;t.,l' to Fruu('.·, gllH'l'Il1Jr lit l\la>:".ll('I(1('t"t1s, and Viel' President of the United States 
He uied at Waslii~lgt()n,in H114, at the llg~ of ".l·\t·nty, Hi~ life, by Hon, Jl1mes T, Austin, of 
Boston, who man-Jed IllS daughter, contlllnS much matter relative to the maritime aftilirs of 
the Revolution, not to be met with elsewhere. 
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year \\'a_" in::mfficicnt. The fi:::hermen represented that the:ir condition 
was (lr-l'lor,: ble, and they earnestly implored the protection of theQ-ov­
CrtlllJ!'llt. In the petition prc~clJtl'd Con[[re~s from l'brbleheac1,- are 
s('Vc-r;d st;ltf'ments which CkSfTYC 'Ittention. That document ~h, 1\\'3, 
from an exact investigation, the expcn~c.s and cdrninC(s of the fi~h;llg 
V('''''.'Jc; of that town for the three l'rf'('("(lin:! Yf",ns., For the yr';lr 11::"'1, 
(';J(~h vesi'clearned$--1':l:); in 17':'::"',thesumof~-!:j6; and ill II'!). IIldy 
$:27:]. The annual avr'r;IC;c of expenses, includill~ insurance, wa" 8,111;: 
thus 'Iffinding a gain of :j(j7 fur the fir;.:t of the:;c year:::; of S±(J t;)1" the 
second; ,Im1 a loss of ~143 for the third. It (,~till1att-J that the .1ul\­
paid on articles ncce;,:s;lry for a vcssd of "ixty-fiyc tons and l'kn'll meii, 
allllJunted ,Jlll1ually to ::1>1:';'-); the duty on l11ola:;S(S lJlin8 computc'd at 
nillll!J-lIiur; (('Ills, and that lin rllm (1/ jlls/ jiJ/U!N!I 17117111(S! Tlli" r,,'~ition, 
<llJ(l ~:cvl'fal (Itlwrs of similar character, \\Tre rcl;'~Ted to .:'IIr. JdE'rson, 
tbe ~t'crf'f:lr.v of~tat('. His In'ief but "hIe ;lDcl illkrE'"tilJ~ r<'port, :,ull­
mittccl to COll,2;J'C:'S in 1791, is the only state l';IIKf of tlll' kinu to be 
found in our archiv('s. 

T!J(~ additional relief d('"irr,(l W;IS not ],,1I~ (kl:tYI'l1. E:lrl\' in 171):! 
Dn act ,vas p;I,~"(,11 which ;iI)uli",hecl the b(~~ll1(Y (/~l dri,'d an'cl pickled 
fish ('xplll-tnl, ;llld ,u;r;IIIj(,r! in lil'll tlwr('(lf ,I :-:jJl"'ilic all()\\',III('I' til YI,,,,,ds 
(,Jnplllyr'd in tlw (,ocl-fishl'ry. 'fIJi" ,I 11 (J\VarH'l' \\-;I~ ,C!Tarlu:ltcd ;I!'cllrd­
ill~ III tbe sizc of tile vc:,,,c,l;;. I:llats hl'I\\'('cn fiYI: and t\\-I,T1I\' Illll~ J.m­
d('11 \\"('1"(' entitl(,rItl) J'I'('('i\'(' lilli' d(llIar per t(m ;Illnu:dly; th(,~,'IJi,t\\I'('IJ 
twcllly and tllirl," 1(111';, lifiy Ci'JllS]liT t/lll ;ldditll!J1al; allll tl! ll)(!,,;(, Ij](Jrl' 
th<lnt!lirlY ((III:', tIle :illlJ\\;III,T \\-;1" ti:-,:('d ;It two cIollar,,; ,Iud lilh' l'('lIts 

till' ton; illJ! 1111 Y(''';''I,I ('ould r('('('iy(' IIHJI-I' th;ILl (1111' lll\Ildrcr\ ailtl .-I'Y­
(,lily dol!:lr,.; ill (JII(' Sl';I';(JIl. 1:,\- ,I :,;u!)S('<jUI'Il! ;11'1 tll\' ";1111(' YI';lr, Ilw-'l; 
S('\'I'I':ll rilil's WIT(' illcl"t';I:,(,r! (JlII'-littb, to (,IJlllllll'IICe in J;IIlII:ln', 17!1::. 
to 1'l!lJlinw' SO\'('II )'I';lr,~, and 1110nell tu tilt' 1'1111111' 111'-.1 \H'xt '''''.,;"i'!l1 of 
(~( II I,~..!,T( .:--:~. 

TIll' first act W;IS 0ppo':l'rI. ,'\Ir. Cill''::, a n1l'mlwr Ill' the TIIJIl,;;I' from 
\'irgini;l, rl'l'II,,('t! iIis :';llpP(Jrt, 1111':111":1' "till' hill ;Ijll"':lrl'd t(l 1'lIlltain a 
din'('! lll)uli1y on (I','('IIP Ilinn; :tnll if that bc it,.: (lll,il'l'!," :'aid 111', "it i" 
tlw first ;lltl'll1pt :1:'; y('1 m:ld(' Ity !lli~~('\"crnlllC'LLt to 1';;CT('j~I' sucb 
authoril\'; ,ll1d il" c(Jl1,;titutiilnality ,.:tt-llI'k hitIl in :1 tl()lll)ttill llllilit (t!' 
vii'\\'; f;"lr in \lI1 part (Jr the ('on"tit'llti(Jn coultlllt', in I';;l'rt'~,~ (J:rlll~, tinu 
a power ,!.ii\'I'n til ('(i1I!,!r)',,": t()~I·;Jt1t ll:lllllti,'" on (1(,I'III';ltillll":. The 
powcr is Iwither dinTtIY!..:T;IDt<'t!, !lor (hy any re,l":on;I1>11' Ctlll"ll"llctlon 
tlrat III' ('lluleI give) :ll1lll':\c'd t() ,lilY otlH'r "l'l'('itil,t! in the c()ll"titution." 
Mr. Williamson ill~il'l'lccl fi)r simii:lr re'l~"II'. In ilis :lppr..Jll'll,illn, 
"t\1(' ("~iITt (II' tI)I' 1"'lIlIly and tlli' amnunt of it are equally to be dj"re­
,L!;mkd in lIlt' PI,(,:"('liI 1':1,~l'. \'~I' :H(' :"imply to i'llll:;jllc-r \\hether ).":111-

ti(,,, m:IY III' s:ili,h' ~iVL'n under the Clllhtltutilln. Fill' mv"dt; 1 would 
r;ltlwr i"'.~'il\ witl"; ;, bOIIII!y (d' (lne million pi'r annum than (JliI' thou­
s:lIld. • • • 1'>':I:lhli,,1r the cllll.'trine of lli1untics, and it i" not a few 
ii:.;1 II'rtl)l'l I that wilt ('llter, cbililill!,! kll IIr t\\'l,ln:, thOlhllld tloli:Jr", lmt 
;-Ill m;lllll<'r nt" l"r":I1II';; p('iljli(' oj' (,Y(Ty tr:ldl' and o:'I'II['<1ti(l;1 1I1;IY 
enlt'r ;J1 th' Ilrt';lch, lIntil tlli'y kin' eaten up the brc:td of our chiilln u." 

~till further to encourage the pro:'el'Lltion (If the l1",herit's, all act of 
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1793* authorized th~ collectors of the customs to grant vessels duly 
licensed lwrmits "to touch and trade at any foreign port or place," 
and uwll>r sllch documents to procure salt and. other n?ce'Ssary o.utfi~s 
,vithout being subjected to the payment of ~utles. ThiS .act, whIch .IS 

still in f()I(:c, hns proved extremely beneficIal to our .fishmg .vessels m 
certain emergencies; but it may be admitted that 1ts pnvlleges are 
liable to be abused. Four years later, the system of allowances to 
v(·;;.~d;; employed in the cod-fishery. was revised. Under the law then 
passed, the sm:lllest eLl"s were cnt Itled to draw from the treasury one 
dollar ~md sixty celtts per ton annu::llly; and ves~els upward i'i. of twenty 
tons t\yO dollars and fln'lv cents the ton; whIle the maXImum was 
incr~ascd to two bunc1rc(l ~~nd seventy-two dollars. A second revision 
occurred in the ye:ll' 1800, which effected some changes in details, but 
which provirlccl for the continuance of the rates of allowance then 
fixed until :'IIan'h, 1811. 

President Je(f;'rson, in hi" mes":lge to Congress in 1802, spoke of 
"fosterirJIY our nsheries as nurseries of navi"ation, and for the nurture 

.'") ,-

of m;m," as among "the land-marks by ,yhich we were to be guided in 
all our pn )(,t'pdings;" and mruk further allusion to the subject in his 
annu81 cI)ll1munication of the following year. His remarks, in the 
sPl'1l!lIll11css:lge, wel"!' referred to a committee of Congress, who, in their 
report, :,aid tll,)t there was tno much f('ason to believe that both the 
whale and cod-fisheries had been for Sllllle time on the decline, and 
that it W:lS more th;1l1 doubtful whether the "Cnited ~tates employed as 
many 111E'1l and tons in the3(, branches of industry as when they were 
colonies or prl'yiuus tn the H I·Yolution. As a means to reanimate them, 
they rcco111ll1ended that sllip" and VE'ssds actually and exclusively 
employed in th(·s(' fishcril's "hlJllld not, in future, be subject to the pay­
mE'nt of the tonn;l,~(' duty levled on other H'ssds; that nshermen and 
other persons actua.1ly employed in catching whales and fish should be 
exempl from the usu:l1 charge of hospital monry; and that the bounty 
or ;dl()\\:tl1ce under existing htws should be paid in cases of shipwreck 
or II ISS of yessels without deduction. 

A single im:idcl1t mort· (If th<..' YI';lr 1803 claims our notice. One 
hundw( 1 :mel ti vc inhabitants of Block island, ellg,1gecl in the cod-fish­
ery, joined in a petitioll to CUl1grt'SS for an ;dll)\\<lDee or bounty on 
boat:-; of ](':';s than fivG tons burden. They represented, that from the 
bleak situation of the island wbich t]1(:') inhabited, and the hiah surf _ 0 

• Till; J'Jllllwing notice, whieh was publish!.',] in a iloston newspaper, April, 1794, is inserted 
as a matter IIf curious IJistory, rather than til illustrate the text: 

":";AI.\ION-STANIl,-(;r.':lt. hU'II11y""i,,nl'Y arising from exposing salmon for sale on the Ex­
change, in !-',tut.t' "t1' .. ,'t, wlt .. re (·itiz"lIs IIf the town, and those from ahroad, as~emhle to trallS­
al·t, hURill"ss, tilt' board of ,,·1 .. ('(1114'11 hav .. lI"i!;IH't! a stand th .. rt'fin' in Markoet sqnare, Those 
who briug 8ulrrwn for sale from I1l'ighboriug towns Ilre H"IIII'sted to apply to the clerk of the 
market, at his IIffiel', north ('01"111'1' of }'mJ,'uil Hull, whll will point them to the stand, The 
ItlW against lluisuncps i,~ suffieient; a wi;;h to accommodate, 'tis hoped, will preclude the neces­
sity of eocrcion, The inspector of police mukes .this ~ublicatiun, haying in yipw tbe prosperity 
of our ('ol~ntry bl'cthr~n, ,HS well, ~s IlcconllllodatlOn ot, the t01l11, He grHtefully acJmowJedges 
the pa~t klWl1H'H" uf hIS fellow'Cltlzens, lIlId J"<"I'H'HtH, 111 this i'i'tanl'e, that neitlIer themselves, 
nor tho,,' under them, would purchase salmon III Stute street, but apply at the stand assirued 
thcrcfiJf, " 

." N. !3.-Theprh,tPTB in town, and those in Salem, Newburyport, and Haverhill are requested 
to publish tlw ahoY,," 
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by which it wa~ incessantly assailed, they, purst;ed their occupation in 
small boats dunng the day, returned to then" homes at niaht and hauled 

,~ , 
their craft above the re,lch and fury of the wa,'es, The," stated, also, 
that the number of fishermen upon the island ,vas nearly -t,,-!) hundred' 
that they c(lIl?ht ~rom tell t~ fifteen thousand q~intals ~f fish annually: 
about balf of \dllch were pIckled and the remamder dned. The com­
mittee to, whom the petition was referred made an ach-erse report, and 
legislation in their behalf was refused. 

L T1H : embargo and other restricti\'e measures which prec('(lpd the 
war of 1812 producl;d the most dis(!strous re"uIts in :'\.'W En:..;land. 
In 1808, and during the existence of the prohibitory acts, a llum[wr of 
citizells of Boston petitioned Cc)ngrcss {ur liberty to ,'xport a qu;mtity 
of pickled and dried fish in their W,If(:IIUU,~P,~, and li'lblc to rot or decay 
if kept duriug the summer months. But tIll: gl )Yernmellt dt,t'lined 
interfl:rcnce, and pmpf'l'ty of this descriptioll \n:-; allowed to perish in 
Ill(J:-;t of the fishing towns, to the utter ruin of ITl;lll." of its ownt r~. 
Tbc,~c losses were followed by ot1l1:1":-;; and (I:'; th<' rt':';lilt., of the policy 
of our own rulers, as well as the seizure ;Illcl confiscation of car~utS 
of fidl in ports of Europe und"f tlie mem(lraLdl' d.cn"'~ "f :\al'"j'"I1, 
the c1istrc"scs (If ;Ill du,;,.;,',; of I)('r,,;oll" t'l1gnQ'"d in tIlt' ('atC'hilJ,~ alJd 
curin" the products of th,: sea 1000c:1l11<' in the ('nd ~clwfal and ;Ilmmina. 

D~~'i'l" the war \ovitll I':nb"h'lfl, tiI,; di,~t;lliI ti~ltil;'> !!wund" \\"(-re ;II);,~-o ' ~, 

doned. '1' ll(; British (" >lon i,.;t:-; Ii derlll illcd that \1' I' '" bou 1,1 ncnT occupy 
tl/('l11 lJjl)['('. Th<: tlutit's wllich ,i<-voly,'d Oll ;\J..~"r~. A,Lilll":, Clay, 
(;;dlatill, BaY,lnl, ,llId J: II,.;,.:..JI, t1le AIJlt'1 iCIl1 clJl!lIl1i~,.:ill!l('l''': ,It (;be,;t, 
,VI'IT ('(lll''''<Jucntly difficult ;md arduous. ()lJ tlw one baml, tllt'y Wl're 
exp",'kd to <lrr;lllgc ('()I!(iiti()ll:'; of p,'alT, alld yt'f ,\,(, r,' instructed, in 
tlTIII"; which admitted of no di"tT,tIon, to break, ,11' their con,.;ultatilll1s 
and rt'lul'll home, ratlIer tban allll\\ tllC ":u],,j.'ct "I' slIfn 'lJdcrin,!.!; thl' fi"h­
('rie:-; to (,!)lIl(' under di,;cu,.;"io!l; Oil the othlT h;lllfi, the j;riti~11 pl"llipo­
ff'!Iti;lrics met them with tIlt' doctrill(' that tllt' pri'.ilc~('", \\l'fl' t'ntirdy 
d,'stro\Td ]IV It(),.:ti]itil'~. .. The:-;c gClItlcmen," :-;;Ii<l tIll' hte l'ft'~i(knt 
Adal1J~, "uite[ commencing the I1cgotiati()I1": witll the lllli:i",.;tl,rdcll:-:iu!ls 
of CI)IItIUt':-;t, filially :-;l'Itlcd down into the determinatiun tl) keel' MIJIJ~c 
i"land>lf amI the ti~hcrics to them::;clvl"-:. 'fhi:> \\"~l:-: the IJI,j,'d of their 
(it-"lll':-;t :-;o[icitu,k. Tlll'ir cHi)rts to obtain our :1l'qlli('~'-''''nce in tlleir 
pr"t('llsitJw~, t!I;IL tilt' fishillg libt'l"til'S bad l)(',·n f()rit.-itl,d i),'f tilt' war, 
W(T.' UIl\\'('aricd. The'." presented it to us in eyery form that ingenuity 
coulll d('\'i:-;/'. It \\'a:-; til(: fi!:,:t "tumbling-block and thp last o[),tacle to 
the conclusion of thc trl'a ty." t 

• :'100"" island, ill the Bay of PaBRamaquoddy, and fonner name "f E"'rport. TbL; town 
was ""l'llICf·tl in July, IHI~, amI rt·t~liued for llIor,' than thr.,t' y,·"r, after the peace. On the 
30th "I June, 11"11::', it was MULTt'udered to the Cuited Slates with illlj.JUsing fonns and cere" 
nlollU'H. 

t TIlt' following ktt"r, a.l.lr",,<,.1 by John Adams to President Madison during the neguti­
"tillns ut UIWllt, is derived 1'1'0111 un authentit' suurce: 

QUINCY, ~Yurclfll)cr 28,1""11. 

D~AR SIR: ",,'hen my "on departed for RURsia, I enjoined upon him to write nothing to me 
whieh lit' wus Ilot willing Rlwuld be published in French and English nell·spap"f" He ha.s very 
scrupulously o)',,'rl"'.1 th,· rul.·. 

I bave ber;Ill''luIIJly r""l'I'l','d in my letters to him; but the prineiple on both sides hus been 
to me a cruel printtilln, lor his correspondence whell absent, IiUt! hi.; cunver.atiun when pre.eot 
has Ul'l'U IL principal enjoymellt of my life, 

11 
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h is a slnrrubr circumstance, that at Ghent, a'l at Paris, there should 
be an accusa~ion of clefection agClinst an American minister. ~Ir. Ru&seH, 
the delinqupnt in th(' latt~r case, less fortunate than Franklm, found no 
colleague to vouch for the manliness of his coursp; and the fact th~t he 
adopted the British argumcnt <IS ~o the effects of th.e waf to termmate 
our privileges, as well as the opimon that the fishenes themselves were 
of decreasing vDlne, rests upon his own published s.tateme~ts. In these 
views he :"t()oc1 alone. Mr. Adams suggested to hIs assoewtes, and Mr. 
Clay embodied in a proposition to be presented to th~ British commis­
sioners, the principle that ,YC held our right~ of fishmg by the same 
tenure as we did our independenef:'; th<lt, unlike another class of treat­
ies, the treaty 01 178;3 is to be regarded a" perpetual, and o~ the nature 
of a deed, in ,yliieh the fisheries are an appurtl'n;ll1t of the sOlI conveyed 
or parted with; and that, therefore, no stipulation was necessary or de­
sirable to secure the perpetuity of the appenda,;e, more than of the ter­
ritory itself: In other w()rds, if we must contract anew for fishing 
grou'nels, so mllst we also obtain a new title to our territories. This, 
as I understand it, is the ~ubst,ll1ce of the proposition itself: and of the 
various discussions of which, from tiLDe to time, it fi)rmed the basis. 
The position was impregJlable. The 8rguments founded upon this 
ground were II lit an~w('ft'(1 hy the British mi;;sion in 1814, nor by the 
ministry during the negotiations w hieh terminated in the convention of 
1::-;1':3. They ,Ire unanswerable. But it is not to be denied that the 
present diffictllties me attributable to the ,V3r. Had the two nations re­
mained at PI 'aef', there could have been no pretence of forfeiture; there 
would havt' IWI'I1 no eOlllpr()llli:-: .. in 181S hetween the British doctrine 
and our own; and, of course, no amhiguous instrument on ,vhich the 
colonists could assume, as they now do, to shut us out of bays that our 
vessds have vi"ited ("vI~r ~inee they were won fi'om France. And since 
England ha:-: not renoulln,d the pretension that ,vas assented to by Mr. 
Russell, it lll"Y be worthy the consir1enltion of our statesmen, whether 
the principlt' m8'y not be l"E'vi n,el, on thl' recurrence of relations similar 
to those ,,"hieh first caused its assertion. The consequences of wars no 
one is \\'i~I' eD(,ugh to f()rr'~('c; the questiOlls which they really acljust, 
ho\v few! the <jlw:-:tions whil·h they open h)r future generations, how 
many! 

j\()twithstanding the po:'\ition t:lken by :\ll':,~r:,. Adams, Clay, Bayard, 
and Gallatin, at Ghent, th:11 our treaty rights were not abrogated by 

In the t'nc\oH.,<l]dt"r he hUH vputlll'l'tl to ileyiate, and has assigned his reason for it. I 
think, ]10\\"""1", tIwt, I ought to (1f)llJmuni,·att. it to YOll. 

I ba.ve no l'"l'"rs, thut I reeu]]"ct, thut call be of uny service to him. I publisbed in the Boston 
Patriot a~1 I !·"t·,!lk("t of tl,,: negotin!iolls fill" pC<lce in 17t1:! lIud 1783.. But I have no copy of 
that publIcatlOlI III manuscript or prlllt, and I had hoped never to "ee It or heur of it alTaiu. 

All that I can s~y is, Ihat I wou!d continue t!,islrar f01"et'er, rather titan slIrrrnd{'r Onl~ acre of 
our lerTlt,;r!!, one IOta oj thc.fislterlCs, as cstabhshed by lite third m·ticlc of the treaty of 1783 or 
line sailor impresser! from any merchaut ship. ' 

I will llot, ilm\(,n'l", suy this to Illy son, thongh I shall be very much obli"ed to you if you 
wil1 give him orders to the same ('Jkd. '" 

It i, the ,1eer"" of Providence, as I believe, tbat the nation must be purified in the furnace 
of Ilffiietion . 
. You will b.o so goo~ as to ~eturD my Jetter, and believe me your respectful fellow-citizen and. 

i1lDcere.pubhc and pm'ute fHend, JOHN ADAMS. 
Preltldent MADISON. 
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the war) the British government revived their pretension to the con­
trary immccliately after the peace. An ArrJf:'rican vessel 'Y;n fallen in 
with IJ} the armed ship the Jaseur, Locke, commander, in Jun,', 1 '315, 
wh('ll ahout fclrty-five miles fi'om Cape Sable; and her plp"rs '\'l're en­
,jr)[f;ed, "\Varned off the coast, not to come '\'ithin sixty mile;:." So 
l'xtr;lorrlin<lry ,I procedure was promptly cJisay()wtcr! as unauthorized; 
but di;:;('u.;sirJt1s ensued, which 'v ere terminated, in 1'1 S, by the conclu­
sion or a treaty that embodied a compromise of tbe adverse \'i,'\\'S of 
t het wo (,:tlline!s, and which i;;; still in force. The article is a,~ il)llnws: 

., WhcTeas differences have arisen respecting the liberty chimed 
If\( tlH' Ullited ~t;lt('~, fiJr the inhabitants thereof, to take, cln: and cure 
fi~h on certain ('nasts, bays, hnrbors and c:n'!'b, of his Britannic 
;\bjr::.;ty'" dominions in Am;'ril';I, it is agreed hetweeu the hi'-!h con­
tr<lcting parties that the inhabitants of the ~:Iirl Unitl'll ~t;ll',; shall 
bavc f(Jr(\'rT, in ('ommon "'jth thl' subjects of his Britannic )l:Jjesty, 
tlJl' lihl~rty If) t;lb, fi,dl of ('VI']'Y kind on that part (If the ~llIltlll'rn CO:I,! 
of ;\ (,\\'j; Illncllaml which extend s frolJ1 C;I PI' lby to till' Hamcau 
i,;lands, on the WI':-,tITli and northern (,n;lst of .\'I'wti)Uwlhnd; from 
tl)(' c;;lid (;:I})I' Hny to the QuiqllJl1 ic:l;rnd~, Illl the "IIIIn',; of tlJl' }Llg­
d:dl'/l.f' i,;Llllr!,~, ;mel :Ibl) on tlll' l'Od"!S, /):1\'';, harbor.; and crl'd;~ hom 
l\!ount .TI,],v, Oil tI]I' Routlwrn r'(),,:.;t of L,,']I]':rdor, to ;1Ile! thrnuc:h the 
~Ir"its of ];,'Ili~k, rmd thellC'!.' northw;lrdlv ind,,{initch' ;rlllll~ tIl!' (,O;l"t; 

withont pl'(',irrdi('r', III)\VI'VIT, III :Illy of tht", I'Xr-iIl"j\'I' t:jght.; or til<; Hud­
,';IJlI':.; H;ry Cllmp:IIJY; ;llltI th:!t tlll' :\IJII"I'i(';m ji~lll'rIIlI'l1 ,h;dl ;rlco 11;[\'1" 
Ii/)('I'I v, (i)]'I'nT, to dry and CU)'I' fi"h in ;111\' of thc ull-dtled 11;IY~, har­
IJI)I';-; ;"IIlt! 1"I'r'I,k" of tilC :,oilllwrn l',l\'t of "till: r'o",~t of .\'t'\dilll"llcll:md, 
III'/'("dj()v(~ d(,:'ITilll'd, and of tI](' ('I);I:,t II!" L:lhr;lI!or; but:'1) :';I)on ",; tlw 
;-;;llllI', or ,IllY porti()n tlll'l'I"'(: "halll)l' "dtled, it "Ir:rll not 1)(' Ltwlid ji)r 
11J(' ",Iill Ji"-dJl'JIlJl'Il 10 dry 1)1' l'lm' Jj.:;h <It :';Udl 1'"l'lilj/l ,';1) ';1,llk,], ",itli. 
out 1'I'I'\ioll" <lgn'('ll1t'llt ji)r such purl'0';I', ,,,ill! til(' illhabitaltl.;, prn­
pri('lor", or 1'1I""t',';I)r;; of tIm groulld. .\lltl tllf" "llilt'rI :--:I:llt,.; IJI'rl,by 
reI1011l11"r', t(Jrt"vcr, till' lillL'rty bITt,tofl)r\' ('njuYl'tl ()r ('hiliit'd I)." tlw 
illhabi(alll.-; tjll'reof, to t:lk(', diY, Ilr cure fi"h, un or within tbrcl' m:uine 
mile,,; Ilf ;;:i\, r.t" tlie C():l"j.;, 1):I\'s, CI"t'k" '''' !t:lrllill'c, "I' hi,; DI it:lIlll;r" 
;\Lr i( ',~I \"" d; nniuinn;; in Am( 'ric";I, lJIlt included witbin the aboye mCll­
ti()iled "limit,;: pwYideLl, hmn'Y,'r, th;11 the .\ll1eril':lll fi~hcrm('n shall 
be admitted ttl l'ntcr :,nch bay:, Ilr h:trbor.; for tbe purplHt' III' shelter, 
and or rt'p:tiring dam:l,!,;(',..; tlH'n'in, at' ]>llrc!I;I,;ill'-! \\'1J(lll and of ol)t:lin­
ing wakr, and fill' no other purpn:':l' wbatcYrT. But t1lf'y ~h:lll ]11' 

ulltlt'r :'Ilt'h re"tril'tirln:.: ,I:': ma:-' 1)(' lW('I.'~":lry to pn'H'nt their taking, 
dryill", 1)1" curillO' fish thrrt'ill, IIr in any ntllt'l' manner wh;ltever 
al;usi~" tIll' privi'lecres hereby ]"I'~t'fved to them." 

TI]I"~di,-;jil1'!"'lJi:,hi~g tj';ltur~s (If this article, [IS eomp:lrecl with the 
sti pUbl iOIl;; of the treaty of 17'''';1, are obviousl:-' two: first, that we 
L!',I\'(' Ull till' ('({tc/tiller <llona ("I'l"t'-lin short's', ,lillI, ";"l'(JI1tlh', that our 
,1 b b ~ 

t:lI'ilitic:, of r/r!lillg and ('/(ring 'YITi' increased. The practical cOII~truc-
tion of bill It ,c:nvt'rnments has bccll, until a very reCl'llt pt Ti"r/, that 
our \'(',-;,,1'/:.: could jist! l'vL'rywllt'rt", ;]:' under the treaty 1)1' 1713:;, exccpt 
!l'itlll:1I three mift.s IIf cel1aill ('(JI/"Is; in other words, that our ri~hts were 
not imp:lin'd tJ!1 tl"j(' southern shore of :\"1'\dill111dland, bet\\'('l'll Cap': 
Hay and the Hamcau islands, on the western and northern shores 1)1' 
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Newf(,lmc1bnd, from said Cape Rny to the Quirron islanc1~, at the 
Ma crcl:d"l1 islands, between Mount Joly and the Strmts of Belllsle, and 
thrgu (J I, the~(' straits to an indefinite extent along the shores of Lab­
rador'~ /I·I! ile elsewhere in Briti~h America we Tetained the sea fisheries, 
but surrcJl/lcrcd the inner or slwre fisheries. 

DUlilt" the discussions abroad, in consequence of the outrage of the 
J aseur ;nd other British cruisers, Congress were not unmindtul of the 
fishincr interest, both to repair the wrongs of unauthorized cap~ures 
and t~) afford protection against ioreign co~petition. ~he ta.TIff of 
1816 impo,cd a duty of one dolL 11' the qumtal on foreIgn drIed or 
smoked fi"h imported into the l' nited ~tates, two d alb rs the barrel on 
s~llmon, one dollar and fifty cents the barrel on maekcr~l, and one 
dollar tbi' barrel on all other kinds of pickled fish. ~o, 10 1:--17, an 
act \\,;IS p:,:,::;"cl which required that all offi?ers, and three: q.uarters 
of the ('!"\\~ of ves;';els employed in the cod-fishery, and clmmmg the 
bounty or allowance, should be American citizens, "or l'n::;urJs not the 
subjeZ,;,; of any foreign prince or state;" while no s~ch vessel, it w~s 
provided by further enactment;';, sbould be depn\'ed of ]JOUllty, If 
preVt'lJt"tl hom fishing the tull time prcf'cribed by law, by reason 
of detelJlion or f'eizuf(' by British ships-or.war. 

In the r('vi~jon of the tariff in 1 S:24, there \vas no change in the rates 
of duty imposed on foreign fish. These rates were continued :11so in 
the tariffs of 11:'2S and 1832. Thus, in four revisions, the principle of 
ample pmt("ction was pfL'~L'rvl'd, except that the products of the sea, 
like all other (,mnmodities imported, \wre subject to the provisions of 
the "compromise" lllcac;ure introdu('cd by .:\Ir. Cby. In the present 
tariff, specific duties on fish are entirely clbolished, and the uniform rate 
of tWt'lIty per cent. ad yalon m suh:,lituted, which on ::;ome kinds is 
merely I:olninal, and on all insufficient. The ad valorem system has 
proved (·xtrt'llldy bClldicial to British colonists. In fact, haying driven 
us from the m:Il'ket,,; of Catholic Europe, they are in active competition 
with u,: filr our own. 

'III!' qUL'"tion of "bounty," or aUO\nnce to vessels employed in the 
cod-tisl,cry, "yill next engage our attention. The act now in force 
was p;t:,:,t·d by Cllngrcss ill 11:'19. Its provisions, the construction 
given to it, ;1" well ;1"; the rules to be o\)c;crvt'd by the collectors of the 
custom" ',\ill bc found ill the circular of the Sccretary of the Treasury 
of Fcbrua,ry 20, 1S5:2. Befi)fe inserting this carefully prepared docu­
ment, \,Inch supersedes all fiml1er illstructions alld regulations on this 
subjc:t, I may. remark, that the comse o~·the go~ernment has not only 
~een.lu"l.' lJUt lIberal, t?wards t~ose wh'l, ll1.pecubar cases, have ~'pplied 
for relld. l\fany specwl acts of Congress, for the payment of the bounty 
or allowance, are to be found scattered through the statute-book. These 
acts (,1Il1,,'au- cases where the original fishing agreements required by 
law WI'll' burned, or otherwise accidentally destroyed; where vessels 
were kn()\vn to be lost at sea, or were never heard of after leavina port, 
or were driven on shore and wrecked; and where sickness ant death 
p~ev(,lttcd the completion of the full term of time at sea. The petitions 
of OWI1('.["" \~hose vessels were "unlucky" on the fishing grounds, and 
returneu with "broken fares;" whose articles of agreement were in-
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formal or incomplete; or, who,3e masters proceeded Up'111 fishing \'oy­
agp " under licf~ncps to follow the cOf/sti"g trade, have been reit-'ctC'll. 

Milch has heen said, from tinY' t1 tim?, about the extent of fi',wd", in 
procmiw! the allowances authoriz{,d under the system of bounties. As 
late ;tS b100, the Senate of the United States caused an inn~;;tiQ'ation, 
in order to a"r'r:rtain the truth of special and of g,;rwral :dle!.!:ltions. 
The proper officers of the treasury com municated to that body :,c\-eral 
documents containing all the int()rmation in their P')~s(:ssil)n, which 
show that tlwrl: had b-'('[1 in,;tanc(':; I)f' mi"taken con-trnction of the 
law, of non-comj)li:mce with the prescrihed rules and form:', and of 
actual ti'aud. But the number, of all de"':riptions, was limit!'ll, ;Illil of 
the latter, e~recially, very small. Still, it cannot be doubt,'d tlllt, as 
in evcry other lJu:;iness, some dishonest men are C'onccrnf<] ill this 
l)r<lnch ;If industry, and dl'fraud br'lh the gl)vcrnment ;lI1d the pl'r"ons 
whom tllf'y ('mploy, whenever opportun:ty to do so n:yUl'S. It ,,-ould 
:';(','111 that, uncler thi~ ('in'u1m, Jj'aurll1knt 1)\V!l(T:, ,111(1 m",,1<'r~ must 
';(lIJIl disilpJI('ar, siner' the m').~t d'll'in~ ;mtl eX]lI'rt, in tlll' P:I"t, will 
hardly ;ulv('lIture upon ll1'1kill,Q,' t11(~ fd"t' rec.:onb and f<'[lj"('';'~l1t:lti'l!lS, 
UPOlll'llll!lJlitlillg the f;,r~,'ril,,,;nul p'>rjnril'';, wltic.:l! will 1):, II:'l'I'';';;lry 
to ('v:llk its provisions. lil;( wIII'd, tbe officers Oftlll' custom.", ift:lith 
fill to IIJ1'ir (lIlly, ('m put an ('fir! til l'II\TUptiol1, antl or ('on"I'1111i'I[I'(' to 
th(' r!r'IfI:IIIIL-: til rep!':ll the "llshill,'2: ]lOllnty ;dl()\\';uw(',;," Illil'll wadc OIl 

the ,l.!TIIIIIIII tll,ll rJllI' fi,-:IH'nnr~ll, ",llI'lller 11<)l1I::,t IIr di"hotll',r, cbim and 
r,,~('('ivt: ;tlltl!),.;t at pll':!sure the IIWIIl'y of til(' gllverntlJ!.'llt. 

C'irclI!ar i,l \'/ r/lf'! I:(j/{S to (crIll iI/eli! h"turs rf 111f: customs rcla tire to jlsh i llg 

bOIlIlI!! atlOl(lflllf'l'S. 

TUEA:-;Ult¥ DE I',\RT:\IE :\T, 

Fc/mlflr!! :.!II. 1 S!'i:.!, 

For tIll' pnrpll:.;c ofprmlul'illg uniF,rmily in tlw rt'quirl'IIII'llt" nrl'r,,,)f~ 
by COlll'I'lllr,; Wlill art' chnrgt'll with the ;tilow<[m'" Ill' hIlUIII,\' on the 
("IIII:!,!.!I' or VI',,';I,I:-; ('II'Ido),cd ill till' hill\.;. Ilr (lll/l'r ('II<i-li"lll'ril':', it h~B 
b('l'lI dl"'IIlI,d alh'is:lhlc~ to "Illi)lllly till' existing rc",ui:tLiull';, PI'I'';lTi]wd 
durillg a ';ITicc< of ),I':lr" past iI.Il' tile ,'xceutioll of tlll' law.; Ull that suu­
i,'d, ilt the prl '';I'lll instnll'1 iOllS. 

To ('lltitk li:,llill,!2, \'(,,;.;l'i,, til the allll\Y:llwC of \Hlllllty, the 1:1W3 rl'quire 
that tltt'Y s!tall].I:i\'I' IWI'II ('xclu,;i\'cly ,'mplrlypt! in th,' cotl-li.;h-ry at 
--l'a a s[ll'('ili('d 11l'riod bet\n't'll tlll' la~t (hy of Febm:lIY and tlw last 
day of ;\'1)\'1'111\) '1', ulillt-r l'l'J'Llill J'l'.;tril,tions and ('olJllitioll'" .\1' ;illow­
an~'(' CIII b8 malh~ unll'ss the pro ,f.; herein poinlL'd out are duly made 
in guud C,ith, and pre';cllt('11 til the ('tllledor at the customhuu:,,' \\'here 
the l'lld-lislling' licl'nsl' W;lS i":"lll'd, filr his clcci"ion. TIJt>e ilJdi"pCll­
,.,:1 hI,' proo/:.; :ll'l' Sl't f()l·th, with the lll'('(':3:3ary explanations, <1.:' f; rliows : 

1. 111 tllt' ('a,;!' ot <l \,1':"5l'l of tW('ltl\' tOllS burden or upw,ml..;, the 
origiu:d :l!.!)'I'('mcnt made preyiou;; to tIle fishing voy""'" I)r \"~y 1:!l'S of 
the \1'';''1,1 i)('tW(Tll 111l' ma,;t,'r or "kipper tllCreof, and en'r,\- h"hcrman 
t"mpl"y,'d tIlCj'('in, nnt bl'iug an apprentice or SCr":lllt.,t' the [ll'I"ter 
skipper or ()\\'IIl'I', \\,\tieb oriO'inal :!IYITI'llli'nt must he entillr:"cd I)r (,OUIl-

I-! .-. 

t('[:,i,glll'd I)y tlw owner of thc \'l'~sd or his agcnt, anJ must express 
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whether the same is to continue for one voyage or ror the se~son;; 
and al"l I stipulate that the fish or the proceeds of such fishing v?~age 
or vopgcs, which may appertain to the fishermen, shal~ be dlTI~ed 
among them in proportion to the quantities or number of sa!d fi8h whIch 
each f-i"herman :-;11<111 have respectively caught, together with. ,Ill affida,­
vit or aftirm;ltion of the owner, his agt'nt or legal represellt:ltlve, show­
ing expressly that such agreement or ngreements contain the true and 
acl ual contracts undcr which the cod-tishery was pursucd on board 
such \'I'ssel during the pc-rioll required for the allowance of bounty. 

In the case of a boat or vessel (If more than five and less than twenty 
tons bunlen, an DCC()Unt from the owner of such boat or y( 's"d, show­
ing that ther(' haye been lauded there hom during the preceding season 
at least twclyc quintals of fish, when dried and cured fit for exporta­
tion, aC('f)rding to tbc \\'eight therpof at the time of delivery when ac­
tualh- ~('ld, for e<leh ton of tilt' admeasurement of such boat (Ir vessel; 
the original adjLl~tll1Cnt and "ettlcment of the Lire ()r fines embracing 
the period refluired for the allowance (If bounty, among the O\Yllers and 
the fishermen of such boat or YC'ssel; a written account of the length, 
breadtb, and depth of "uch boat or V('s,c('], and the time shl' has actu­
ally 1)('1"11 ('lll[iloyl'd :It "(':I in the cod-fishery exclusively in the prece­
dinp sea~nlJ; and thl' affid"yit or affirmation of the owner or his agent. 
showill.!.2: that e;Jch ofthc:-;I' tIII'L'(' d(lculJ](,lIts is tnle. 

In ;illllj(',~c elsc,; ()fv(',;:-;('ls allOve as \H.-Il as under twenty tons bur­
(kn, 1he :diid;l\,irs (Ir aifirlll;llluns l"t'quired must be m;ltk· "l)efore the 
collector of tlw dislrict in which the L'()d-fi"]ling licensf' ,""as issued. 

No fi~llillg Yl'''''cl ()f whi..]1 the tishcrmcn, or anyone of them, are 
compCIJS;ll('d f(-,r their "LT\,ilTS 011 lJo:1rt1 I)y wages, or in any other man­
ner t]];j!l Ily t]1t' divi"i()n of the fi:-:h, (II' the proceeds of the same, as re­
f]llirt,tl l)~' la\\', is entitled to bounty; but the cook, where one is em­
ployed, being regarded as the Sl'rV;Jnt oftbe skippf'r amI crew, may be 
cOIllpell:-;alfd I)y w;Jges without impairing the claim of the \csscI to 
buulIt \'. 

2. i\() fishin,!.2: v('sst"! is entitled to the allowance of bounty unless it 
is s]I()\\'n hy suff-icient pm()f that the master and three-fou~·ths of her 
crew ;JW citizells of tbe U nited ~1.; Ilcs. 

3 Every fi-dling \'('ssd fill' which ]JIIunty is intended to be claimed 
must he ('x:llllinecl, pn'\'ious to her departure on a fishincy V()Y<lNe, by 
tlJC pruptT ofi-ien of the customs, dcsignated for that duty by tIle ~llec­
tor of tlw di:-;I riet w lwrc her lil'('n~(' was issued, or some other district, 
on ~(,l',(lUnt of his. competel:t kno\,:ledge ?f the .req.uisite.s. of a pl"oper 
outfi.t fur lIlt' c()d-h:-;Il('!"y. ~lj('h offi~er WIll certIfy 1U wntmg whether 
she IS ~I'a-\Vorthy, <mel duly fitted WIth proper ground t:lcklc, and other 
necl'''~:lry c<]~iI?ment; ell'~eribing her fishing gear, and stating whether 
she has a sul1iclent crew lor lJer tonnage; and whether the master and 
t?rc('-tiJllrlhs of the crew are citizens of the United 8tates. Such cer­
tIficate must b~ obtained in all cases. And in vessels of twenty tons 
and uIJ\\'ards, It should appear by this certificate whether the tlshincr 
agreC?1cnt . has. been duly executed by the parties required by law~ 
Th~ f~)l~~w1Ug I~ an approved form ~f a cerlificate when t?e inspecting 
offit:er 1:; satisfied that the vessel IS sea-worthy well fitted and aU 
other requisites duly complied with: ' , 
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DISTRICT OF , port oj , 18 
-rh.'ls certifies that I have examined the , of , 

whereof is master; that she is sea-worthy, well found in 
"ails, ri~ging, cahles, anc:hors, and fishing gear, suitable for the cod­
fisilcri(;S; that her (T('W is sufficient for her tonnagr', being compos"l of 
---- persons; that the master and three-fourths of her crew are 
citiLf'fl'; of the United "'tates; and that in all respects "ai(.! ,"('s3d is 
fitted for the c:od-fisheries agreeably to the pr()\'i~i()ns of law, [adding 
:,l! the C;I 5e of a vessel of twellty roflE:' and upwal'ds,] and that the; I grec­
mcnt \wtw,'en the ma"LCf and fishermen is duly executed by the,n aJ1d 

the owner, or his agent. 

The proofs of inspec:tion may rem:lin, with the other Vipers of the 
vl>sd, to lw presented to the culkctor with the other proofs. 

4. The [('gal necessity of ke('ping journ~ds or l(lg-bo(lks on board fish­
ing \'('SS(-1:, at s(!a W:lS, several years sincC', e-"pres,~ly laid df)\,TI by the 
circuit court of the ClIit",1 ~taks jill' the ,'a"lt'rn ein'\lit, in (kcTl'('i:,g 
t(,r/i'itun- ofa fi,;jlin~ v(',,~d for t:t!~(' statement 'If'tlw time employ",! in 
the cl)J-fishery fix the pm)"I",' offrauclulently ul,t:lillilJg bounty. ~ll~h 
Jllunl;t!,; II)' log-h(lok:-; \\cre requirctl II." tlJl~ n',~llbti()Il'; (d' :.!:.'(1 Dt'("'I11-

1)/;1', 1')·1", to he producl'd to (',dl('l't(lrs in :-'ll[i[l"rt of all cLtilll~ to 
b()unty. It is ul,ti('rst()(1I1 ,ll;lt thi~ J'('(llJin'l1lt'lJt 11;1'; IW('lJ p('j'\lTkd ;,t 
SCillJ(~ ports by fI'g;lrtiing lllC'1II0r;llltia in alm;lll;w,;, ;1Ilt! IItller 1II"11I1)­

r:lnti" ,'V('U IlIlIr(' c'xp":",d iii aHl'r-ftl)l"i('atiuII, ;,b ~\lfticil'nt. If t!le 
uWlwrs of lisllin,~' \'1',-;,,1'1,-; ell()(IS(' til send llJ('l!l on \'''y;I~(''-; withollt r,,­
quirill,!..( IT.!_~lllar j(lurnals or log-books to 1)(' k"pt lIll bll;(rtl from d;,y to 
day, tlley 1,;,\'(' till' ul1d"ullj(,d ri,l!llll() dll SII; but it IlIU"t Ill'dic-tillctly 
uud,'r,-;IIIIIc! tlwt }J('f(';dlt-r J1I) ('billl fin' JJOullty til! tlw tlll1l1i1,W' (If ;IJlY 
ves,;"!, as Il;l\'itig beclI ('lllpLllycd in the cUll-ii."IH,Ty, can LIl' H-cOglIi""d 
ill s IIi ,II (',,:-;( ',;. 

,'"I(,::,s a l\',!.!,uLtr journal (If lng-bollk is \(('11: tby Jly d;IY on l,u:Il',1 a. 
flsbillg V('",,,,(,J while at "(''', and :'Iwhjuurnai IIr log-Ill ,,:J, i,; prOtlill'ul to 
tIl(' collcTtllr, duly yrTi/ied II)' the (1:lth or afllrl1lation (If the m"~tLT (·r 
skipper of ';ll\,h \"(,,,,,.:(,1, it will 1111 [ IWJ'('a/tcr lj(' l"'li,i'!(T(,d tlIat the 
neC('';~;lry ('Vit!('lli'l' lit' hiT ('Illjllllyllll'llt at ';(';1 ill the "(ld-li,..:llI'ry i..: prc­
scnkd. Su('h journ,ll or lo,!..!-book mu"t contain the lbtl''; ,If IJ( 'I" dep;lrt­
ure tlOIl1, allll aHi\',d a(, 1'\'('1,)' pllfl or place slit' may touch at Juring 
llC'r \(jy;I,~(T'" (II' 1:1]'(''', ;11111 ,,(;Itl' the mCltt-riallbily OlTUrrl'lll't':3 on boanl, 
as is wma.l in \lIIH'r ~I';I-,~(,ing \'l'~s(I"" and must Splciillly contain daily 
entrw,; of the catch uf Jj",ll ]I.\' c,lch pl'r":LlIJ on board. 

;:i. It is aho l'l''luired tbat the oWller or :t!.!,lnt of ('\'cry fishing v,',;sd 
of 11", burdell (If t \\'('nty tl Ill'; or upward "', ji Ii' \\"hich boullty i,; claim~'d, 
shall III a kc a (,('['tificate stating therein the particular d;lYS on \\ hlC h 
"lielJ \"'"",1'1 s:lilt-d and returned" on tllt' sl'v('ral YOY"!.;I'S or bn',,; during 
tlw ,wason which c()mpri~es the periull for \vhich bOLllIty is claimed. It 
IlJII"{ ("l'l'l's"ly "}lp('"r in this c('Itihcate that such \'l's,;d ,\'as ~sclu­
;;j\'l'ly I'Wl'JII.\(·t! 111 !:lking (,(h]fi"h f;lr the purpose of beiI~g t1r",d Ilr 
drY-(lltTd, j;,r .. .:uch }i(Ti()J. This ClTtiticate lllU::t be subscnbed Ly the 
d,lilll;Ult, ;lfItl ,.;\\'urI! (II' altlnned to Lll't;li'l' the collt-d(lr. 

G. TIll' rna"t,'r or "ki1'[1I'1" ut' every ii.shing vl>,;t1, for which bounty 
is intended to be daillJ((l, immediately on her arrival fj"orn any \'u)A:)e 
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or fare of such fishery, at any port or placp at which any officer of the 
customs is stationed, must report such arrival ~o such officer, who is 
required to examine such vessel, her papers, ,eqUIpment" an~ th: quan­
tity of fish on borrrd, amI to enter th~ result of such exammat~on l,n these 
respects upon a record kC}~t by h.nn for that purpo,se, whIch IS to be 
returned to the coll('clor of hIs dIstnct whenever reqUIred. In case the 
mrrster or skipper of such vessel negle,ct:'3 or refus~s to make r,eport of 
his "rri"ill, tbe officer will st"te that fact upon hIs record, WIth such 
other pmliculars n:spccting such yes~cl [IS may com~ to his l~nowledge. 
Such necrlect or refusal to report by the master or skIpper of any vessel 
chimin,g'Jbounty will OP(,]"ltf' ng,lillst the allnw;llwf' of the clai~, unless 
a full arId satisfactory explanation of such neglect or refusal IS made 
uncler oath. 

Thc coilcctors ot'tlw respective di;;tricts ,,,ill direct the inspectors at 
the several ports therein, or \Y l](,fe the district contains but a single 

, port the colk!'!or will det;lil ilIl inspector, to l'x;lInine all fishing Y(-'.~:-it'ls 
arriYin~ ;It such pmt;;, requiring them to take down their names, and of 
their masters, their ell1pl()YlIl<'nt, wllether thl'Y had fish on bO[lrcl, and 
of what kind, and ,yhetiwr fr(,,,h, pickled, or otherwi"e, and report the 
samc tn the collcctor of the district at such times as may be required. 
Oil re('('i pt Ilf S lwh r( 'port~ of thl" insp( 'ctors he ",ill advise the collec­
tors (d' the (listrict" \\·here such vesst'ls were licensed, of the facts con­
cernill" ";Iel!; tho;;c li('l'w'ecl for the cod-fishery in one statement, and 
other risllillQ: \'('~;;d:-i in another. It is important; for the prevention [lnd 
d('it'ction (If fraudulent practices, th~lt this duty bc pnlormcd with fidel­
ity and circumspection by the oHicl'rs of thc customs charged with 
makiug tl]('8t, rccords and rcports. 

7. From thc (j]'igillal act of 16th of Fehruary, 1792, changing the 
dr;I\\'h;lck on dri('d fish I'Xl)(llted to boulity all tIl<' tnnnage of vessels 
emplo,)'( '<1 in the ll;illk or ()t\H'r cod-fisheries, it ha s always been held 
that, to entitle allY fishing \'('ssd to bounty, silt' must be shown to have 
h'('n t'IlJPlo,)'l'ci at S('it (,xclusively in catdling codtish for the purpose 
of bC'ing dried, Ill' dry-t'ured, durillg thc period prescribed by law. It 
i~ not rt'fjuir('d tiI:lt the entire perioll be emuraccd in one voyage or 
tue, or in V()y<l,~f'S or f~IJ'(Js immedintcly suct'eeding each other; but it 
is indispens[ll!j(, to the allow;llllT of bounty that the period required 
sh,J1llh~ 1'llmpr..JH'wj(,d in distinct ynynges or fares in ",hich no other 
kind of fishery is pursued. No part of a fare or voyage in which hali-, 
but, macknd, or any other fish, arc taken as an object of pursuit, as 
well as coel, can 1)(' ret 'klllled as il portion of the time required by law; 
where otber fish are taken merely as bait for clxl, or ,IS food f,)[ the 
crew, no objcction will b~' made, l1S such taking is reg;uded as strictly 
subsidiary to tlw <:(Ill-fishery; but if such other fish remain on bOiJrd 
until the close of the fare or voyage and are carriEd into port, the fare 
or voyage must be rcgarded as nne of mixed fishery, which cannot be 
taken into the computation of the time required by law for the allowance 
of bour:ty. A vessel may be exclusiv.ely e~p'loyed in the cod-fishery 
at sea for one, two, or three mouths In a (IJStlllct fare or fares in the 
first part of the ~sbing season, then pursue the maekerel fishery under 
t~le lIcense reqUIrerl by law, afterwards may surrender her mackerel 
hcense, and then complete the period required by law by another dis-
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tinct fare or fares, of exclusive employmen~ in th,e cod-fishery, previous 
to tlw b"t day of .0ovember. But the tulnng of mackerel bv any ves­
sf'! under cod·fishing license, except LlS bait or food for her crew, is 
ff'!!:lrdl'cl :IS a violation of the license lel\';". Such illegal fishery during 
811'1 :-:c:lson will forfeit all claim to bounty for that SCJi'on, a;d wllPD 
the bct is known to any collector he is instructed to refuse the allow­
alIce hereafter accordingly. 

Y(':.;,~ds employed in taking any kind offish for sale and consumption 
in (l fi-(':-;h or green condition, as well as fish to be prbcrved hy pickling, 
are not within the bounty laws, and no voyages or fares in y\·hich such 
fisheril~s are pursllf~cl can be lawfully computed as any part (It' tlw 
period fI'fluin-d for the allowance of bounty. 

~, When the proofs presented fully :';;lti"ty you that all the rf'fjuirc­
IlIl'lltS and conditions herein contained haH' been Cl)llJplif"l with in 
,1.: 1 )1111 faith, you ;lre authorized to P;IY the owner or Il\\'[j('l":" or hi,,,: or 
lJJ<'ir ;1,~'I:llt or ff'prc.-:I'nlilliv(', of li.-dllll'..;' v('s~r-l", \\'lwj"(' 1'',;I'lu:.;i\'8 CIl1-

ploYllwnt ;J1. sr,a in the cod-fishery for jiJUr c:til'wl:lr m"l1th.~, at le;t~t, is 
sbown by tbe f'vilklJl'I' IJI'nilJ rt'quircd. 

If Jllf':lsuring more than five tons, and not e',;cceding thirty tons, 
$3 00 pI'r ton. 

If 1J]!,;I~mill.~ morl' lhan tllirty tons, $4 1)1'1" ton. 
If tbe al)()\'I' thirl.Y tons, with fTl'\\''; not 11'~s th:1O ten J!''f~''II:', and 

Ilttying lWf'lt f''-f·ll1si\·I,I,v l:rnl'i",Y,'d ,It s('a in the Cl)ri-jj"iJl'IY !iJl'f'l' and 
onr'-iJ;J!t' cal(,lldar 1I101lIh", $:l {ill JilT tfln. 

Tbe ;diow;JlJCI' Jin one \,('S';f'] Jurillg thc season, whatever lJj;IY L)e 
Ill'/' tllllilngl', (';I111ll1t f'XP'I,d $:)1;0, 

!!. \'1'S""j" C',;clilsin;iy f'mpiuY"ri ;It :"l'a in tlIP ('IHI-f,:,IJI,!".\' tl]!' full 
tilll!' rt'quin'd to entitle them to !>IlUlily, ,mil atil'l'\\,JT(b wl'l'l'kcd. may 
he ;liio\VI'd boullty under the provisiulJs I)f i1](' :1l'1 uJ' :2litil of '\Lry, 1":24. 
wbi,·il rCf}uin's the ('Virlf'IJCC of the loss I)J' the YI''',~I·l to i)(' trau."lIlitted 
til tIll' CfJlllptrolln till' bis dlTi"iolJ tlwn'ull. l'lHlcr tlj(' ad or :\1; "'dl :3, 
l"-!!J, tbis duty Ila" bcen tran:.;t('rn'd tl) Ihe C"IIJllli~~iIJl1I'r of dll' CllS­
tOIll', 10 \\'II,J[;) the jlrolJr~ (,l'rlitil'd I)y the ('(lllcctor of tb,' tli"tricr to 
\Vilif,ll tllf' ycs,;d IlI'iollgl'd, should Ill' :'1'llt Jor hi:;; otlil'i:tl dirccli,)n 
tllCITI Ill. 

llt~lrIldions will 1)(' given in due Sl';]son in rcg:nd tn 111l' lJ~)(k III' 
paylJJf'llt of bounty allm\-:tnces, Llt and after the close of the :-<'<1r. To 
()bvi;llc any n:,;pull,;illilily which might otherwise dt'YIIIH' on cull"C'tms, 
should such P" Yllll'utS Ill' made u ]Jon pn)l)f rt'garcl ed as insu.lticient 
uwlt'r tllC prc':l'lIt instruction:;;, it willlJe adyisahk that prllb:tble claim­
:'1111:-; to fishiug-hounty ,1110\\'all(,(''; be apprized, bt'il)re the :",jilil'g I)t' \e80-
61' Is (Ill their 1ir"t cod-fishing vOY:1ge, of th8 requirements of tbese in­
::.ll'Iwti()llS, which an' intended to supersede and supply the plaL'C of all 
f~)nrllT illstrucLions on this subject. 

THO:\IAS COn\\T" 

An ac('ount of the fishing grounds ha;; heen ['(':'('I"\"('d fill' the conclu­
sinn. OftlJl),'" 111':11" uur cities, and visite(l flll' thc purp"-'!' (If supplyim," 
()-llr lJJ:lrkl'!,; with fi;;h III be 1'()ll,;lIl1led fl'(',dl, it is llnnec<'s,-;"ry til "]l(';Ik. 

Those within tlll' limits of British America, and secured to us by 
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treaty, as well as those on the eastern coasts of Maine, are less gene­
rally known, and may properly claim attention. 

Of the distant, Newfoundland is the oldest. That vessels from 
Boston fished there as early as the year 10405, is a fact prese.rved in 
the journal of Governor Winthrop. The "great b:mk," ~hlch has 
been so lona resorted to is said to be about two hundred mIles broad 
and nearly ~i" hundred 'miles long. In gales the sea is very ~igh, and 
dense fogi' are prevalent. The water is from twenty-fiye to nmety-five 
[;lthoms deep. The edg!'s of the bank are abrupt, and C?mpO,3e~ of 
rough rocks. The be~t tishing grounds are between the latItudes ot 42 
and 4G degrees north. The" bankers," as the v~ssels e~ployed there 
al'e c(lned, anchor in the open sea, at a great dIstance from the la~d, 
and pursue tbeir hazard out> ~ll1d lonely employmen.t, ('''pllsed to p~nls 
hardly kllll\\n l,lsn\'llere. The fi"b are caught wlth hooks and lmc.s, 
and. (th(' IIp''rations of splitting and dressing performed) arc salted m 
bulk in the hold, from day to dav, until the cargo is com pleted. The 
1Jallk fish are larger than those taken on the shores of .:\t:wfuundland, 
but are not often so ,veIl cured. 

The first American \'es~el which was fitted for the Labrador fishery 
sailed hOlll ::\1 '\\'burypurt toward" the close of the last century. The bu­
sine'Es once undertaken, was pursued with great energy, and several hun­
dred v('ssels \yere cng'agcd in it annually previous to the war uf 1812. 
A v(J)""ge to Labrador, -unlike a trip til the Banks of Newfoundhmd, is 
not without 1'1, 'asant incidents cyen to landsmen. The coast is fre­
{{uented f(,r a di"t;Ill('e of tell or twelYl' degrcl's of latitude. It hag 
been prd('ITf'd to any other on account ()f its s(,curity, and a general 
cl'rtainty ()f afrordin,~ a supply of fish. Arriying in some harbor early 
ill JUlie, an .\IJj('rican vessel j" moored, and remains quietly at .mchor 
until ;, ftlll " fare" has been obtainetl, or until the departure of the fish 
requires the master to scck another inlet. The fishing is done entirely 
in bO;IIS, awl the number usually employed is one for about thirty tons 
of lhf' vessel's register. Here, under the management of an expe­
ric'lIced and skilful master, everything may be rend('fcd systematic 
and regular. As soon as the v(',;sd has been secured by the llE'Cl'ssary 
anchors, her sails and light rigging are stowed away, her dccks cleared, 
her bo;)t" fitted, and a day or t\\'o spent in f()\vling and sailing, under 
colur of exploring the surrounding watcTs and fixing upon proper sta­
tions for tIlt, boats, and the master announces to his crew that they must 
try their luck with the hook .md line. Each boat has HOW assi';ned to 
it a skippcr, or master, and one man. At the time designat~d, thlil 
2lla:-:tcr departs with his boats, to test the qualities of hi,; men, and to 
mark out for them a course for their future procedure . 

. Thl' love /~f power, so common to our race, is exemplified even here, 
Sll1ce the sloppCl's of these boats, though commandina each but a sin­
gle man, often assume airs and exercise authority which are at once 
ridiculous and tyrannical; while their ingenuity in explaining the causes 
,?f a ba~ day's :work, really occasioned by iJleness, or by time spent 
111 shootmg sea-bmls, frequently P?ts the patience and the risibility of 
the master to a severe tnal. If fish nre plenty, and not too distant 
from ~he vessel, the ~oats are expected, in good weather, to catch two 
loads ill a day. Theu" return, if laden, is the signal for the d"cssing-
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Cyew, who are left on board, to begin a series of operations 'which, 
when completed, leave the fish in the form in which the consumer buys 
them. From the dressing-table the fish are thrown dO\yn the h"tch-w<~v 
to the salter, who commences the procpss of curing by :"~iltin(T an~l 
placing them in layers in the bottom of the ve:3sel. If t11c mast~r in­
t( 'wL; to remain on the coast until llis fi::;h are read \' fur martet, tbev 
are commonly taken on shore as soon a::; caught, and there circ,-seJ, 
salted and dried, before being conveyed to the vessel. Ie on the con­
trary, it be his intention to dry them at home, as is now the common 
practice, tbe salter's duty is the last that is performed abroad. The 
bait u~('d in the L;il)wdor fishery i,.; a small fish called ca[Jtliil. Tlus 
small but u,efill fish seldom remains on the fishin!.!-!:!rouncl t;x more 
th::m six weeks in a sr;,Lson; a time which is long e~~~gh for ,~c"Curi[j3" 
a hIll supply, and which an f'XI writ 'tleed and energetic m;t- t( 'I' cloes 
not oitcn allow to pass away without one. The avcra!:!(' produce nf 
tbis fislJ('ry Ill,ly be: estimated at about ten quintals to P\'( '1".\- ton (If t1 w 
V( 's,-:c1s employed in it, though tllc 1 )f'~t masters are dio'~al ist1ed ,,"hen 
they f:lil to c,ltch a fourth or fifth more. 

'l'lw 8"j('nion of ;t wilsler is a point ~(I imp('ftant to II\\"nCTS tb~t a 

word ujlon his qualifications willllilt I,,~ 'lllli~.~. l:c;-;id"s all the r"'pon­
siiJiliti(':) ;11 sea which d(,\'o]v(' upon a m;I,;ft'r in tilt' Ill'']"l'\w,nt :'1T\'il·(, 
lit' has (';1]"('" ,mel 'lI1xi('lic.~, \\"llich arc unlmo\\'1J to th;lt 11r:J1l<h ,If maT­
il illl(' "dvcntuf('. His l';IS,~;lg" 1willg sail'ly m;ld(" dH~ IIw"kr of till 
lI](,ITjl<lflllJl;m is r(,1i"\Tt! Iry lilt, "OIIlISd and ",,~i;-;t;lI1l'c of the ()\\" I II'r (If 
C(IIJ.~iU'II("" BUI it is 1I0t s,~ with the master of the ii~"in,r \'(,,.:,.:..l. 1 )ll-, ,~ 

rill,~ 11", ll('ri"d (!t-\,()1t'd to fj"hilJ,U, his l;ilJ()l' is ,IItIU(III" ill till' ('"tr(IIj('; 

,1I1d COIII(' \\'h<lt \\ill, in 1111' dl';-;()iak and distallt rc!:!:inns \\'Ilieb he \'i,ih, 
!Ii,.; ((\III s;lg;lt'ily and prlldc'llc(' are hi,.; OIl!Y rdi;III~'l" [I. a" Ililt ullJi'e~ 
<"It'llily II<'IIP"'I:', jlt' 1)(~ so ulli()ttulla1l' "s to ha\"(' :ttltllIIU' his lTC'\\' IWo 

or tlll"l'" 1"I'lr;wlury spiri1.~, ",110 sl'"k to 1'1Ii"UIl the milJ(lo: of all the n',-t; 
if oll",r,;, \\'!Jo IHI;I,.:1t-d l()udh-, 1>1'1;11'(' s;li!ill~ i'rom IWIIII', ho\\' \\'dl ;ll1cl 

<)llickl,Y thl'Y could !lS(' the s;)/ittiilg-I.II~"ti" 0;' h(,\\" t1'1l,' ,mel ey,'n-haIlJecl 
tb('y \\('1'(' ill di:;trilmtiug the ,;;ill, pWVl' tOil igll()r;lllt to 1)(' tru~kd; or 
if ('v('r), man under his ch"rg", without b('ill,!.i dop,!'!('d or ill,'apabll', i" 
still of ';(1 Il',I(]en :I mould as til l"l'main illllllo\"aLli.- un,kr pronli~l·:' of 
houtlty or prolllotion ;-t!](':", ditficulties lllUst be but ne\\' ind W'( 'nwllts 
to use extraorclin,llY personal e"l'rtilll1,;, and to prcscn-,' his rcplit;ltion 
at t/](' ('\lH'IISC (If hi,.: /walth and ,;(n'II,~'t1I. Even if th('1"(' :Ire nune 
of tlll',<c CllliJarra"sments to contl'l1l! witb, his ordin~ry l'llll'l'lyments 
n'(luire <Ill il"tlll fi'amc, and an Ul,(.'()nquerable rewlutiotl. 

A fii('wl who h<ls seldom Eliled to :tl'l'()llll'li,;h \\"hat he has ul1l1n­
t:iI,( 'n, :llId whose life has been full of daring enterprises, has often ao'­
SUITt! lilt', that \\hil(: on the Lahr;l(lor shore, his duty and the It-,lr of 
makill.!:! a "'Iml.-'II l'0Yllgc" kept him awake and at his' post full t\\cnt:' 
Iloms \ 'V( 'I)' (by throughout the time employed in taking fish. I, ( )lIn',') 

said 1](', .. [\\":1" dc'('civcel hy enTY man that I had on boanl mv \"1'S­

"d, Illy 111;lte ;illl/i(' c"l'eptl'cl. E:I(:h shippecl, a,; i" usual, to pl'YtiJrm a 
parti(',ilar s(Tvict', and each boa,.:ted of his accomplishments in (,;It,'hinC[, 
dr('s~illg d"wn or ,,;dtill,~ a\\"ay; but there was neither a good boatman, 
an adroit "plitter, lIor a ,.:atl, salter, among them all. ~ry situation was 
pWLlful enuugh. I \Va::; interested in the loss or gains of the voyage, 
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and W[lS too poor and too young in command to bear the consequences 
of rctmnin er \vithout a full fare; and, besides, I was never good at ae-

o f' d countiner fill' bad luck and felt that it wa:'; far easier or me, even un er 
0' I . 

these untoward circumstances, to fill my vessel, than to exp am to 
everyone who would question me at home as to the causes of my 
hilure; ,mel the result of the matter was, that I got as many fish per 
ton nncl per man as any vessel that I met on the coast." 

,,), notlwr season," says the same fi-iend, "while in the yVest India 
trade I \";t." disappointed in obtaining a cargo, and was compelled to 
gil to Labrador, or haul my schooner up. I was too restless to be 
idle, allli ]"I ~s'ol vecl upon fishing. It was three weeks too late; and, on 
attempting to ship a crew, I found that no good men were to be had, 
and tlwt I must take ]";l\Y Irishmen, ,Illd a drunkard for a mate. 

The c11;lOces, as you may \yell suppose, were all against me; but I 
made tlll' HIY<1~e and obtained ~IS many fish as my \Ts:·;vl could carry. 
But I alw"y~ h'itt! pist()l" in my pock(,t< :md enfi)rced mo"t of my onlers 
with a threat or a haw hpike. I slept full dressed, and with arms in 
my Ul'rill. A battle witb one 01" II I OJ"(' W;IS alllJl):,t of daily occurrence, 
and I \\"<1S in constant fi':lf either of losing my own liip, or of being 
cUIllllcjj('cl t() take th:lt of SO!lIC one of llly crew, to overawe the rest." 
TjJ('~t> illCid"lIh 1)(,I'urred on V()Y;lg":o lll<llk from a port on the ti-ontiers 
of l\1:tinc, and bctlHe the commencement of the temperance reform; 
rl\ld ,11"1', (If course, to hI' rq.(:trc1ed not (lnly ,IS havillg been nne in 
formc'l" tilllt'S, but as nevI'r happening now. But the mastt'r's duty, if 
he be all cHicient man, is never an casy one. If he would provide for 
I'\"IT." contingency, and make sure of a cargo despite of every adverse 
(,VI'llt, be mu,,[ !lot I'H'll allow the full repose wlllch nature craves. It 
is upon his regularity and pcrsl'Ycrance in procuring fresh bait, a service 
which lllll~t C'Ol!}('tilllCS be pt'rformed at the hazard of his life; upon the 
fn'qu(·ll<'.\" ()f bis visits t() his boats, which are often miles asunder; upon 
his readilJl'~s to use his own hands to make up the laggard's deficiency; 
UP()J1 hi" I ·"OIJ<JIllY and system in the use of time and outfits; upon the 
elcgrL'(' of erH'rgy ::md regularity which he infuses; and, finally, upon the 
carL' w llich h(~ I'xl'l"cises in dressing and salting the object of his "earch, 
tlmt the SllITI'SS or fililme of the V(lY;lge mainly depends. Masters 
who are able and willing to sustain these varied and incessant calls 
upon dl,~ir u()(lily vigor amI mental activity are to be found, probably, in 
('~"l'l:y. fi"l,ing p(~rt. But it is very cC'rtain that the number bas sensibly 
dllntl1lshcd dunn,1Z the last tWt'nty years, and that the tran"!l']" to other 
alld IIIII}"8 profitable and ambitious commands is still gainer on. The 
lllc'[I'<Llltik men of the commercial emporium of the NOI~h, and the 
p~ckct-ships of the ~ommer.cial emporium of the Union, rank dp;wrvedly 
hIgh; hut were their countmg-rooms and quarter-decks to yield up all, 
or even halt; of those whose ~irth~places were on the two capes of 
Massachu,etts, and whose eal'lIest adventures were made in fishinO'­
craft, they would lose many high and honored names. So, too, we~e 
either t? c~ase recruiting .from the same ~ources, the humble employ­
~nent of .wlllc~ I ~m speakIng would speedIly become more prosperous, 
In publIc estImatIOn more respectable, and of consequence be consid­
ered more worthy of the care and protection of our rulers. 
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Thp cod-fishery in the Bay of Fundy differs in many respect- from 
that of Labrador. It commences earlier, and is pursued more irrcl.!u-
1m] y, alld to a bter period of the season; while it yielJs a l;irl.!tT and 
1)1'tl('r fish, am!, irom th~ g:eater (~epth of watel~ an,d rise of tidr, requires 
much loug(T lmes. ThIs fishery IS pursued pnncIpally by the cul'>l1i~t~ 
who li,,' :d'IIJ,[! the shores of tIle Lay, and by the fi::;bermen of the 
(,:Ist('rn part (jf ~f;linc. 

The \'C",~d,; which are employed in it, though of greater ymiety, are 
neil1Jl'T Sf) hrgr; nor so valuable as tho:,e which are requin'd fin- the 
more hazarJous and distant fishing grounds; and, unlike these, it allows 
of tiw u"e of s:lil-boats of the smallest size. as ,vell as of t/lI!,.;e which 
can 1)(' propelled with safety :;nd celerity by the oars of a "ill.e,:k 
rn;m. The vcssf'ls anchor upon the outer grounds as often, and IiII' "uch 
timf'"" ;IS tlw w(';ltner permits; while the boats keep within the pa:':';lgI"S 
and ; ")(Jut the ledges, with which the bay abounds. The tillll' ll:,(,d 

for fi:;hin!..( i,; just 1)('{i ,r(: high tide, and just l)('f(I[(' l(J\\' wat(Jr, which 
st;ltes of tlJl: 1'(';1. Dre callE:d slacks. 1\1ost of the fishermen 0\1-11 or Ill'CUj'Y 
small fJl'lIli-:, H) that fi,~binp: is Dn oC(,;I:,ilJlJ;il, rntlIcr than :I l'II!I."\;lllt, 
C'llljlloymf:nt \\'ith tllf'rD. 'f\\'O h\lndl'('a l,n:lts are :-;I'llwtimps in ~i.c:llt at 
E:I:'I)I(J[t; Lwd when, by a turn of tlw Lide or a (:IJ:lll,!!C' of the wind, the 
little fkN draw togctlwr alld f1(),J1 P;I:,1 the to\\'n in liilf', 11](' :'I'ene i,; 
not wit\lfJut interest C\TIJ to those who haYI' \\'itn('""ccl it t;,r m::llly 
year:'. 

Frl'I!! the (,;Irli""t, or, as th,'y ;11'1' called, the sl'riJlgi'!'ls of the cnt1-
fl~h ol;l;lilwd in tllC Bay of' FUlI<iy, ;Ire Il1;Hk a ('I'rl.~idl'l"able Flrt of the 
t;dd,' or dUIl-li:,lr \Ihidl ;11'<' ('()II:'lllllI'd ill ill!' -"('1\ ElJd;Jlld :-:l;lll"~; ;IIld 
next to tl](' b],'s of :-;lroul,; fi,.,h, tlll'\' ;In' ul1l1ou],tcrlly' tll1' k.-1. '1'1111:"/' 

(';J.IIl!.lil ill 1'f);lts ,m: sl'ldom tit fi))' 'dllli II ill If, 1'//1'1/ ~Irc comllllJlily ~old 
li,,':,'h to tllf' littll' fi:,hing ,;t;lI1cls or tr;ldilJg'~':'tabli:,jJlnent.; SI'I lip fly tl)(' 
more indl'I"'flciJ.llt inhabitallts, But, o\\"in,l!. to a varil'ly of (';IIl';l'S, til(' 

prl)(,('.';"; of l'llrillg is !)O il1ll'lTfcdly pert;,rnll'd, tllat 1/"111' ;11'1· 0'1) .C:f)I)([ ;IS 
those caught ill yc,.;set", :Illd many are wholly unlit j;)r human ii)"IL 
The sprillklillg ()j' lime, [J()WI'Ver, I,\'I'/' tlll' tl..tccliq' P;lrl:" (:1 l'r;ll'lil't, 
which :'Ollll' li~l]('nrl1'n dl,(,lll entin'ly hmw:,!,) will dl""'i\,' tIll' t',\I' ;tllil 

Iluid tiJ(' 11;),;al (Jrg;11I of the iIlC'x[lI'lif'lIe'ed or carell':'s purch;,::,,'l'. Thl'~c 
\\';Il1'r,~ allill'd, ;il,;(), a cOlisidIT;J1.JI' p;,rt (If the dril,d fi"h klll,\\-n ;IILlIIU!.( 
(k;ill'rs ;I.; 1'1i//ucI.-, flU!.C, ,1I1d IWI/.!",:" Tbl',\' dl'C usually l;!l'\'n \\ 111'11 
fi"hillg 1;,1' till' cod, awl by tlre S;IIIII' means. The" Qlwdd," l)flll()ck" 
is a l!.I'I';lt b,'orite C\Try\y!tfTI' in the inlL'ril,r, and i" to 1'1' li'llllll in 
;111Ilo'"t ('1'1']'\' t;lrn1-hou:,;' oftbe l\orth. The hake' fishcn' of til is 1"IY i", 
snl,lll; 111)1" is it of much 1'11/1';1'11111'11('1' 011 any part of' the Al11E:'ri"ccm 
1'0;["'\. Tlj(' 1\;1\,\, and haddock arl' 1I1H,r fish, al1(l neither COlTll11;llHl,.; 
011']'(' th;1l1 half the price Ilj' the ""d. The hake, h(,\yewJ', yield:, a 
br[!N 'lu:Jlltity of oil, and is, thl'!'I'fil1'e, held in e:3timation b,\- tbose \yho 
c;)11'11 it awl ;Ire not ('ol11l)('lled to {'at it. The hadllock, when fi ..... ,;h, 
suits tlw t;1.~1I' of ';()lIW; but when dried, it is wilhout reputation even in 
tl\l' hut of the 1ll',[!;l'1l, who is doomed to be its principal consumer. 
'1'111')'1' is ;) trn<lition in Catholic l'llulltric:" that the haddock \\-;1:' the 
fi;;h out Ill' whose mouth the Apo,,,tlc took the tribute-money, and that 
tl\l' t\l'll dark :,pots ncar it" gills preSl'ITI' to this day the impre:,,,,ion of 
his thumb <U1J finger. 
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. Particular mention of our cod-fishery on the coasts of Nova Scotia, in 
the B;IY of Ch,llcurs, in the Gulf 0(8t. Lawrence, and elsewhere in 
British 'A IlIC-ric;l, may be omitted; since the brief notice of the manner 
of cnnducting it at Ncwfimndlnnd, at Labrador, anel in the Bay of 
Fundy, is sufficient to give a general idea of it, in vessels and boats, 
in tll<' 0PI'l! sea, ill harbors, along the shores, and in the most distant 
n'3 1()Il.S. 

SrI/tidies cfthc cod-fisltcry if }'lrt8s(JclLUsctts/rnm the year 1765 to 1775, and 
ji'mn 17::'0 to 17 ~)u. 

From 1765 to 1775 .. FrOID 1786 to 1790. 

Yes,,,ls an- TonnngC'. No. of 
I 

Jlualh'l'm- men. 
plo) ~,L 

Y(,RRelsan-ITonnage. "No. of 
nuallvem- men. 
plur~d. 

------------:----- -·_---j---I---------

Ma1'bl(,bpul1 . _ .. __ • _. p--------- r,o 7, GOO 1,200 ?O 5,400 720 
Gltlll(,I')o.:t(·r ------ ...... -_ ............ 14ti 5, ::':lll 1'1'.-3 1(;0 3,600 680 
]llalll"l,..,t<.'1' .....•. ------ .... _-- ~;l 1,500 200 15 900 120 
] ~t'Y('rly _ .. _ .............. _ ........................ );, 7;,11 ]:!() 19 1, :!:1F> 157 
~;dt'lll ----------.------------- 30 1,F>00 ~411 20 1, :~ II) 160 
Newburyport. ___ .... _ .... _ .. _. ]0 400 (;0 ]0 cli\fJ 80 
Ip,wieh ..... _ .. _ .. _ ... _ ........ ;,11 900 190 56 ."'W) 248 
I'1.nnollth ...... ___ ... _ .• _ ..... (;11 2,400 420 36 1,44·0 252 
('oha,"":-:I't .. ____ _________________ Ii '.!.JII 42 5 ~IIO 35 
JIill!llllllll .. .. -------------- -,,-- II '.!III 

I 
4'.! 4 1";l'J 32 

~1'itIlHtl:" _______ .. ____ ..... -_ ..... --- 10 41111 711 2 90 ]6 
Duxbury ......... __ ... _ ...... _ 4 H;II 28 9 3(;0 72 
J{jlll..!;:-:tnll __ _ ........ _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _a. ____ (; 2c10 4:! 4 1tiO 28 
1'"l1l1outh ...... _.,._. __ . _ ••• _. 30 gOO 180 30 900 ]80 
"""lltleet. _ ... _ .. _ .. _. __ .. ____ . 3 gO 21 ----------
Trur ................ _ ...... _ ... 

--.- ---- - ......... 
10 , 400 80 - ....... _- ----

J'ro\"illt'ptOWIl __ . __ _____________ 
.... - ___ a -_ ......... 

4 160 32 11 ;,50 88 
Chatham ..... __ ... _ ..•.... _.,. 30 9011 240 30 900 240 
JlialltlJeket ._ .... ___ . 8 3:W 64 5 200 40 
Wl'ymouth .. _ ....... ~ ~~~ :::::: 2 100 16 3 150 24 In lIIaili e . _ ... __ ....... _ • _ •• _ •. GO 1,000 230 30 300 120 ----

Total .• _ ••.•• _ ........ _. 
I I I I 

--
tin::, 25,630 4,405 539 I?, 185 I 3,29"l 
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Statislic.': if t11r;fi~llCries (fthe United States in 1840.·-aeneral rim'sJ{I)/!'I!lSi 
ria; produce, men, anrl copltal employed in each 8trllc and TtrritoTlJ. -

.~ ~ '-
~ 

00 ..::i ~ CD 
- 00 

~~ ..::..: <- -'" .~~. t: "h 

'" - =:;.-

Btnt " , anr} Terri· -= ':.L ::: 

toril'l"!. '- k 

-= '- '-' 
c ~ - ~ S "=' .u; 
;.. 

'" 
.... .~ '"" '"" 1 1 '" " ~ ..0 

§ ::i 
::l ::l 
~ Z ~ 

Muine .•• __ ••••.• :!7'1, lSI) ~1l1 1,044 117, SIl7! S:!, :l~'/~~i-:. $~':!~~~;; 
Nr'w HampBhire... :!>o, '!.~,7 1,714...... .... H;,:!;~,f .......... ! ;)~I!1 ;~,!I, ",:-1 
M"H'U('hu~ettfl ...• :l,~!),715 124,755 3,6:10,972 3,364,72S~ 44:!,!l741G,OIIl/I1.7:!,'",~,-,i1 
UllOde Islaud . .... 4,0:)4 2,908 4"7,261:' 6:3:3, "GO 4~), ~,:n I, llill' 1,1177, 1,',7 
C"IJIl(·eti('Ilt. ..... , 1, :.kl4. G,5UIi lli:3,207 1, 9UU, U47 r:,/, ~,7:! :!, :!1:Ji 1, :;111, Li-1(1 

~:~:~~~~:~k :::: :::: I···· ... ~," ~,~:,~~~ ... ;jill),- 2~il i; ~~!/,' ~,i i"" ;';11, ;j;i5~' i; ~'2'1'" i1;:I; j:':1 
New.J"r:·:r'I'. ...... ,........ 1,1:34 I:!,III)II >-<11,111)11 74,111)01 li"1 !)::,:!i~, 
P'·"IJR}hlll;ia ..... : ........ ~ 2,012 ............... _ .. _. 1~,,:!411 ~,~ 1Ii,4Ii'l 
V,·I"w;lI-"._ .. ___ ....... ___ 1 2,~,1I1111 4£),7041 U:!,~,i~, i,C/,Si' I,i:, lill, III/I} 
~,ar~'II~nd ---- -- __ .------.' 71,:!!/:! .--.-----. __________ 1 1:!,167 i,,~111 ~",!Il;-
'\lrglllllt __ • __ . ____ . __ • __ .. 1 :;II,:n:, 252. __ . __ ._.. 4,1:,111 :,:" :!~,>:; 
North Carolina. __ . ~,:~M.-): 7:~, :~:-)O _ ~ _ ~ _____ .. ~L, :~""7 '2:~, ,""001 1, -; ... , ~ l:L ;-)1)'2 

~olll[, Carolilla ____ --------I,!:!::; -----. ---- -- ........ :-- .. · .. ·-·1 ~':., 1.Iil7 
(J1·or:.-ri't _ .. ________ 1 _____ .. _. I ]4 __ . _______ I __ .... ____ . '. _ ... _ .. _. _ _ II _._ ... _ ... __ 

AlalHlIflft. :! _ ................ _ , .. _ ... __ " ' .. _ ... __ . . ........ . 
l\lis,<i"il'l'i . __ .. . 
] .dllli:"\iitllil ........ _ .. 

rj'I'IJ 11!'~,'i!'!' ........ _ i 
ht'lItllek,' _ ... __ __ 
Ohio . __ : ____ ... .. 
Illrliallll . ____ ... .. 

3, :,IJI'i'" --. __ __ 
I,) .••••••••• 

I:!. :!1O 
1,1:,11 . __ ... 

IlIiuoi" .. __ . __ ... . 1· ... __ . __ __ '1-' ......... _ .... _. 
MiHs'mri ......•••• 

, 
._---.---- ---- ---.- .... ---- .---

Ari-.Illl"" ____ . ____ --.---- ------- .. ----.---- ______ .. __ 1 ____ .... .. 

Mil·.hi~tLll _ .. _ ... ___ .. _ ... - .... 1 It;, :-):~'-I: ___ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ G() ......... _ .... .. I'-,:: -":";,jilJl 
Florida. __________ GO, 111/0, 7:1. __ .. __ .. __________ .. Ii, 111111 
,\Yi"'oll>ill .... ____ --. ' __ '1 !),0'21 .. __ ._ .. _. 1,:,110 I~,~' 

Io\\'l.~ ................. _ ......... - - ... - - ... - - . - _. _ ......... - - _ ........ -. : - - .. - ...... . 
j)i,t,.,rCoIIlIlJi"a._I._ .. _. __ 1 ~-I,::IIII. ___ ._. ___ I----.--... 1;-".-,1111 

Ii; 11),11111 J 

J::- jiJ. :'::'ll 

------------------------
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Stattstirs of the cod-:fishery 0/ the UNit cd Statcs, exhibitillg the tonnaJ$e e~~ 
ploycd; bounty paid to fishing ~lessels; imports of salt; cxports oj drted 
fish, al/d lite valuc of thc samc. 

Year. 

17Kfl ........ . · 
1790 ........ . 
1791- ....... . 
li():! ....... .. 
1i~I:l ........ . 
17~4 ........ . 
1795 .....•••. 
1796 ••..•.•.. 
17!17 ........ . 
179'3 ........ . 
1799 ........ . 
h,Oo ..... .- .. 
Hml ........ . 
1802 .....•••. 
J.KII:I. .....•.• 
II"lI)4 ........ . 
1"11(·). ....... . 
Itl06 .... "'" 
1 .. -1117 ........ . 
1>-\0>-\ ........ . 
JKII!I .....•.•• 
J·"I11 ........ . 
1"'11. ....... . 
~I"II:! ........ . 
IHJ:l. ....... . 
JHI-1 ........ . 
1815 ........ . 
1I,1(i ....... .. 
)"17 ........ . 
11"11" ....... .. 
1819 ...... '" 
1.":!(I ........ . 
Bt':!l. ...... .. 
I.":!;.! ........ . 
IH:!:I ........ . 
ll""24 ...... '" 
j."y) ........ . 
1>-<"2li ....... .. 
11'3'21 ........ . 
1.1"1"21': ........ . 
18~9 ........ . 
1830 ...... '" 
11"131. ....... . 
11':;I:! ...... '" 
1833 ........ . 
18:.tt ........ . 
18:l5 ........ . 
1836 ........ . 
18a7 ........ . 
18:38 ........ . 
1'1:39 ........ . 
1840 ........ . 
1841 ....... .. 
1842 ....... .. 
184a ........ . 
1844 ...... '" 
1845 ••••••••• 

· 

· 
· 

· 

I 
Tounage. 

I 
Hl,I"'5 
~"', :l4·" 
;1"2,5-1"2 
;1"2,060 
:,Ii,163 
2.'"' .. 671 

I 311,934 
34, \1(;:1 

I 
41.1, (;:!~) 
42,746 
29,\)7:-) 

I 
29,4"27 
:19, :1-;1 
4I,o>'!l 

I 
51,81:3 
5:!..014 
G7) 41ifl 

I 

(;9,1"':1 i 
mi,:llIli 
51. \1\1." 

I :l~, 4."li 
:I~. ,,:2.-1 
4:3, :2:1:1 

I 
30, 4~,~I 
~II~ H7H 
17,I"t):, 
36, !):I,,", 
4.'1, ]26 
64,1-1117 
m,J07 
71i,076 
7:2,040 
62,29a 
69,225 
78, ~[):~ , 
77,446 
81,462 

------_._---
•. -- .. ------1 

!14,7',(' 
10], i!17 

[t.'"',529 
Hili, 188 
lO2,4G4 

, 

111,445 
117,485 

.... _--- .. ---. 
6a,306 
80,&52 
70,064 
72,248 
76,036 
66,551 
54,803 
61,223 
85,224 
76,990 

Bounty. 

None. 
None. 
Nolle. 

. ~ '" .... -........ - ..... 
$7"2,965 :j"! 
9~, 7f-id 91 
66, "2-111 47 
7(;, :-\H~J 63 
eo, 47,) 7n 
94,(i",4 30 

] '2>',605 tl7 
1"7,1-)5:3 45 
74,,,"!(I Ht 

111-1,447 9'2 
H7,lia G7 
I·j~" !I"'li 73 
] :-/!, ~'·.:!7 7'2 
Iii"!, Ifll 99 
161, ~,4 17 
H2,\)1l '''\) 
47, /lili 11 

:l,406 44 
No~lt~. 

NOlle. 
Nora:'. 
None, 
1,1-'11 74 

84,736 "21i 
11!),919 51 
H", !Il;, 65 
IIi I, ,i:2:1 :{;, 
1!17,8a4 68 
1711,052 91 
149,8!)7 ~:J 

17li,706 04 
"20", ~)-.!4 II", 

I!I . ." i"24 97 
215, ."::'9 01 
206, ]."'.', 55 
~n!), 14520 
261,llIi!! 94 
197,li4:2 2.,", 
200,428 39 
219,74527 
245, IH"2 40 
218,"21" 76 
223,784 9a 
21:3,091 oa 
250,181 03 
314,149 00 

-.-----. ____ e. 
........................... "' ... 

--------------
...... ---_ ..... --- . 
........... _ ............. '" _ .. 
-_ .................. _- .. 
..... ", ............................ 

Salt impo rood. 

Bushel 
1,2.50, 
2,355, 
I,I";)Ii, 
I,77!1, 
2,1.1"27, 
2, !~;)~, 
2,2:l:3, 
3,975, 
2,674, 
~, 891, 
~, 471, 
:{, ()~-'.\ 

a,"2.":!., 
3,564, 
a, tlI5"!, 
3,479, 
3,6;)"2, 
:>, !)41, 
-1,671, 
1, :300, 

No retu 
Nort'tll 

s. 
255 
760 
479 
510 
332 
41l 
186 
9'22 
251 
45:3 
969 
,,117 
064 
605 
/"lIN 
tl7t! 
277 
616 
112<"' 
li7 
rus, 
111~. 

No ret 
No retl 

urns. 
lfllS. 

urns. No ret 
333, 

2,11"211, 
6, ·'1;,4, 
2,'184, 
3, t17.S, 
a,K74, 
4,711, 
3, fI-I::, 
4,087, 
5,127, 
4,4Ul, 
4,574, 
4,564, 
4,320, 
3,962, 
5, ~'-lS, 
5, :~74, 
4, ]"'"2, 
5,041, 
6,822, 
6,0:38, 
5,375, 
5,088, 
6,34a, 
7,103, 
6,061, 
8,ISa, 
6, 82a, 

..... ------

. _ .. _.- .. -

..... -... -.-. 
""''''''' "''''''''''''''' 

;{44 
131 
,'1'21 
504 
[;26 
852 
:l"2!J 
727 
:1t!1 
657 
399 
2112 
720 
489 
957 
547 
046 
a40 
4:!4 
672 
076 
364 
666 
706 
147 
608 
20a 
946 

DriPtl fish ex.) Value of ex· 
ported. ports. 

Quintals. 

------------ ----------_ ..... 
--_ ....... ___ a _ .............. ---. 

3Ba,2:l7 _ ...... _ ... - .. -_ ... -... 

364,898 __ a ..... _ ..... __ • 

372,8:!5 -------_._--_ .. 
436,907 ---.---_.-- .... 
400,81 8 ---_ .. --_ .. _---. 
377,71:1 ------------ .. 
406,016 ------- ......... 
411,175 ---.... --- .. -_ .. -. 
4"!>-',495 ---- ---_ ... ----
:.I~)"!, 7"2fi -... _---.------
4W,948 .. --_ .. ---_ ........ 
440,925 --_ .... -_ .. -_ .. --.. 
461, ,.,70 $1,620,000 06 
567,8"2-3 "2,400,00000 
514,549 2,058,000 00 
5:37,457 2,150,00() 00 
47:1, ~!"2-1 I, ",nli, 000 00 
If,C',I"OI"l li:!:l,OOO ()O 
~14'i, 6-1.-1 1,12:3,000 00 
~,~IIJ ~fi4 913,00000 
~14, ::\.-;7 757,00000 
Hi!l,019 59'2,000 00 
6:3,616 210,000 00 
31,al0 128,00000 

lOa, ~;,I 494,00000 
2Hl,991 9:3.'),1111000 
267,514 1,00:3,000 00 
308,747 ],081,00000 
280,555 1,052,000 ()() 
321,419 964,000 00 
267,305 708,77800 
241,"2"2" 666,7:J0 00 
262,766 7:J4,024 00 
310,189 87:J,685 00 
aoo, ."'e,7 830,a56 00 
260, tI!I:3 667,74"! 00 
247, :3:!1 747,171 00 
265,217 819,9'26 00 
294,761 747,5-11 00 
2'29,796 530,69000 
230,577 625,a93 00 
250,544 749,90900 
249,689 71a,31700 
25a,I:l"2 6ao, :11"4 00 
287,721 783,89500 
240,769 746,464 ()(} 
188,94:3 588,506 00 
206,028 62!),245 00 
208,720 709,21800 
211,425 541,05800 
252,199 6U2,81O 00 
256,083 567,78200 
174,220 :381, 175 00 
271,610 699,8aa 00 
288,380 803,35300 
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ST A TE~IENT -Continued. 

Year. 

I 
TOnnage., Bounty. i Salt imported. I Drien fii'h ex· i Value of ex· 

, I ported. ports. 

I------I------I--Bu.sltels-. - Quintals. 

]1"4(;., ..•... ""1 79,3.18 i········ ...... 1' ........ "--" c277,401 
] ·"4 7 .......... ' 7i-', ~~O I""""" _ • •• • •••••••••• _. • 2~':-', ,~711 
],.,~,~.......... F<~1,,'()6 \.............. .••.......••.. 2;·~j,;·,4~1 
]'H1!...... .... 81,695 .... .......... 1l,Gc2~,163 FI7,4°,7 
],":,0...... .... 9:3, ':lIC .............. 11,224,11"':, ]ii,"', (jilO 
1851._.... .... *95,G](j \.... .......... 1-',681, 176 1;:'I,O~-: 

$WD,559 00 
tic,;1,629 tlO 
fjll~J, 4~:.! 00 
419, il~l:.! flO 
:1:i\ ;}.-t!-, 00 
:1l;7,7:29 00 

• Muine, 4:;,:)2"; New Hampshire, ],!}16; Massachusetts, 3~I,rJ"3:;; Rhode hlancl, :.~71; Con· 
nL. ' ;,ut, 6,7,.,,, i New York, I,U34; totul,95,616. 

Statistics oj pickled fish exported from tIll' United States !llld imported illto 
tlte S((7l/~. 

------ --.------~~~.-~.---~---~.-

Year. 

Inll ... _ ........... _ ............ . 
17~ I:! ..•. _ •..••.•.... _ .•.••...•... 
li~I:L .................. _ ....... . 
Ji~II. .. __ ....... , ............... . 
li!I:, ....... ..................... . 
I i~II;,. .......................... . 
J 7~17. ______ .. ___ ............................... .. 
17!),....:. ___ ........ _ .................................. - - -I 
J 7~ I~ I ........••••..••••.••• _ •.••.. 

]."110,. ......•••..••••........ '" . 
J :-ill I. ........................... . 
1 .'III:!. """ ..••..•.••.........•.. 
1.'10:;.. ..••.•••••.•••••••••••.••.• 
].'111-1 .......... _ ••••••.••••••••••• 
1,-<11" ...................... _ •••••• 
I,"" It;,. ...... _ .• _ •••••••••••.. _ .. . 
]."117 .......... __ ••••••••••••••••• 
1,"'11." ....••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
I ,"':I~I ......................... _ .•. 
1,"'111 .. __ .•.•.• _ ..•.• _ •..•••....•• 
I," 1 J. .......••...........•....... 
1,-<J:!., ••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••• 
1·"1:1 .••••.•.•• _ •...•...•••..••.. 
I" I ./.. . . . . . ••• ... .• . .. . •....•... 
1 HI:, .....••••••••• _ •• _ •.•• _ •.••. _ 
1,"' 1 Ii .........•....••••. """ .••. 
)."' 17 .... __ .. _ .•••.••••••• _ ••. "" 
I ~I," ........... _." .- ........... . 
1~1~1 .............. _ •••..•• - ...••• 
I,"':.!II ............. ,. _ •.•••• - ••.••. 
IH:! I. .......... _ ... _. _ .......... . 
I":!:! ......... __ ....•.•..•.•.••..• 
}."':!:I.. ..• _ •..••...•••••..•••.•..• 
Ih:!~ .... "'" •••.••••..........•. 
Ib;!.J .. _ ••••••••••.•••••........•• 

1~ 

Ex!-,orts. y"lw'. Iml'urts. 

llarreIN. 

;/i'! ..t ':! ~ ; 
4H,'277 
4:',4,10 
: l 1 i. ! I:.! ~ I 
[);)) : I~ I! I 
0'4, ;,;),'" 
(;!I, 7,-':'~ 

til), ,~:!7 
I;:l.;-d:! 
:)0, :)~,,", 

t'.\!I:;,-) 
1", Hl!l 
iii, H:l1 
,-"::1, .1."",-2 
Cti, 'i711 
6-1, Ii I:) 
:)/, tl:!1 
]''"'', ~';)7 
54, 777 
a l, Iii 4 
4,1,71ti i 
'2:l. 6:~6 
lti) ,"';l:l 
8, -t:\l; i 

36, '2:l'2 I 

33,'2:!'-: 
44, -1'2(; 
["-), 119 
tili,5d3 
t'i, !I Hi 
it;, 4~!1 
d!I,I'27 
i;., 7~t:\ 
7'2,5591 
70, Gi'2 1 

Keg'. , ] )"llar-. I llurrek 

----! ,--------: ...... ~·~·~~~~·~~I·-···· ..... . I············ ....................... . 
:: : :: :: ::: : :: :::::::::::: I :: :::: ::: ::: 
. ..... ~,: ~:':i' ':::::: ::::::! :::::::::::: 

i, :L-, I .....•...••• I •••• _ ••••••• 

G. ~'..ll) 

]'-), ! I: j:: 
I:.!, ,Id:: 
Ill, ,I:! 1 
1:3, <!:!~ I 
11, ;,ii;) 
1:l,O-t5 
7.:2i17 

10, ]0,.-, 

J:l.i43 
:l,03li 
~I. 380 
;,,%4 
9,39:3 
3,143 

fl'~~ 
..;~ ' , 

3,OG2 
6, ~l~J 

]~), ~)~)l 

,,400 
(i,74ti 
,,:lOg 
4, 115'2 
i,191 
t-:,349 

1'2,911 
}1),G:';o 

I ......••• - •• I •••••••••••• 

------ ------ ------ ------
C,\.iO, ("'(1 ------ ------
1,;-1 I1 ,OOU ------ ------
~:-1,~, IHIII ------ ------
:;I;li, 001) -.o - - - - - - _ .. __ 

311:2,000 --_._- ----- .. 
~I";, UOO ----- ... -........ 

:2:'<:.!,000 --_ .. -- - _ .... _ .. 
214,000 . -- - - - _ .......... 
305,000 ..o .... _._-----

1-11;,000 ._---- .--_ .... 
~I, 000 . .............. 
[)II,OOO ._-_ .... _- ........ 

21,", OliO .. ---- _ .. _ ...... 
221,000 .. --_ .. - -_ .. _ .... 
~l:;), OOU ...... - ............ 
:ni, UU,} .. - .. _ ................ 
411!1,000 .. .......... _ ...... -.. 
S;k',flOO -.................... 
;2lj-l, UOO 1,171 
:2Hl, In~ 1,726 
~70, ,io I,N2 
:Jl;::, UIV 6,Ull 
:! I~, Hi ~ ijG'J 
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STATKMENT -Continued 

Ye::\r. 

li:l26 .........•........•...•..•... 
lti;t7 ....••. .••••••••••••••••.•••. 
J ;'~.'l.. .............•.•........... 
] "'~'! ......................... "" 
It;:;O ...•.•.•••••••••••••••••• "" 
18:31 ..• _., .•••••.•. __ •. ___ • _. __ " 
1832 ....•..•.••.........•.... "" 
lri:q .........••.............. "" 
]"(\.t. ..•.•...•.•.••.•..••••...•. _ 
] ,~: ~;). - .................................................... .. 
1":3ij ... _ .. _ """ •..•...•••..• __ _ 
lli:_:7. ______ •.••••.••••........... 
}:-j:)";, ...................................................... .. 

1~:n. _ ....................... "'. 
1,,40. _ .••.•..••..••••.•.••••. "" 
18,U ............. '_"" ...... "" 
It'H:!_ .• ""'" •.• """""" •••. 
1.--: ;:;, ..................................................... .. 
I :·q·1 ...• _. _ """ •••••••••••• _ ••• 
]1"4:,. __ ...• """ •••••.•••..• , •. _ 
]1346 ............................ . 
IH17. _ .•••••••.•••• , """ ••• "" 
104.-; ....••. .•.•..••••.. """ "" 
l~l!l._ ...•••.••.••••••••••••. "" 
]11;,1). _ .. _ ...••••••••••.••••••••. _ 

1851. ...... """ ...... """ "" 

Exports. Value. I IIIIfK>rts. 

Barrds. Kegs. Dollars. I Barrels. 

--------1--------
85, 44C, 11,4591 257, lAO 1,342 
66,12:3 7,446 240,276 1,680 
6:3,921:3 4, 2051 ~40, 7:37 955 
61,1;29 :'I, '!fJ7 220';)27 I,2:n 
66, ll:3 6, ,·n ' 225, 987 2,727 
91,7."'7 8, S0·1 . 304,441 7,3'20 

102,770 4,0:JO :JOt',8]2 2,400 
86, 442 :i, ii:~G 277, 973 2', 512 
(iI, (i:~:-3 2, :,1-1 223,2nu 3,747 
51, (if) I :~, 4~7 224, 6:39 13, 84:3 
4.-3, ],,:,! 3, ;,75 221,426 14,107 
411,5]6 :1,430 ]81,:3:)4 7,910 
4l,W() ~,ijli7 192,7:)t) 7,493 
2:1, c<:ll :::, V7:, i 141, :;"n -- -- ...... . 
4"2,274 2, '2'-,"2' 179,106 25, 493 
:31;, ;,11.'-; :3, :140 . l-1r3,973 18,013 
40, .~.l(i -I, .J;,!.) , 162,326 1-1,678 
:30, ,,44 _. ______ .... 116,O-l,! , 12,:J34 
46,]70 ............ ; 197,liU' 43,;,42 
44,20:3 i 208, 654 1 30, 506 
57,060 ::::::::::::1 230,40:; i 31,402 
;)1,361 1:J6,221 3],113 
23,7:30 ::::::::::::! 1119,:315 122,594 
2", ,,:l:, _........... 9:3, (I",', 1 :l", 508 
lU, U44 _ ..... ___ ... 91,4·"-' 101'),300 
21,214 :;.21') 11:J,9:J2 14;',368 

------"- ._._- -_._-- ------ -------~ .. ---- -------------

THE :MACKEREL FISHERY. 

From the srlt1cmcllt of .Sew England 10 the vcar 1852. 

It is frL·guently s:litl that tlle mackerel fi,.;hcry is of very recent origin, 
or that, at least, FCSS'-/S \n'n' not employed in it until about the close of 
the la"t or the beginning; of' the pre'Sl'llt century. Both suppositions are 
entirely ('lTO]H'()US. The Indians, regardless of the beautiful form and 
color of the fish, called it u'(lwwllnnekescllg, on account of its fatness. 
There is mention of it in the earliest records of the country. Winthrop 
relates that, in 163:3, the sllip Griffin, two days before her arrival at 
Boston, lo"t a passenger by drowning, as l~e was casting forth a line to 
catch mackerel. The first settlers must haye commenced the fishery 
soon after, since-to omit "vveral minor incidents-we have the filCt 
that Allerton, one of the Pilgrims wno came over in the Mayflower, 
rer:eived mach:erel for sale nt New Hasen, on "half profits," in the year 
1 053. That the business was prosecuted with SUC(:f'SS is evident ii'om 
the allditional ti:LCt, that in 1660 the commissiol1P"Q n! lhe colonies. of 
New Engla~d recOlm!len?ec~,to the gener~l C?urts of the confederacy 
to rcgubte It, "con:;;ldenng that" the fish 18 the most staple com-
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modity of this country." The mackerel fishery at Cape Cod waO' held 
~Jy the :!Sovernmellt of t~e coluny of ~lymouth aO' public property, and 
118 prCJtits were appropnated to publIc meso The records sho\v that it 
\,"as rented, from time t~ time, to individuals, who paid "tipulated sums, 
;mll that a p{lrt 0/ the fund to support the first free-school estau!i:;lnd by 
our Pilgrim ji~thers was dcril'-ed ji-om it. 

The proposition to fou?d and endow a school of this description 
S('CUl8 to have heen made m 1663, but not to have been adopted until 
seven years later, when the general court, "upon due and ~CTinus 
('c)IJ"idcTurinn, did freely giye <md grant all such profits as might or 
i:;)u)Uld annually accrue to the colony," from this and the ba,::s an~d hcr­
ring fi.sheries, at trw same place. In 1GS9, the" rent of the Cape I1sl)['l'Y 
wa" added to the appropriation for ma2i:.;fr;ltes' s,lIal'Y for that YC:lr." 

Exact statements as to the pl'CI,:;-r(':,,, ond extent of the mackerel 
fi;.;lJf'ry previous to the Revolution, <Ire hardly to be fllUnd; but it i,~ still 
certain th:1t the people of Ithode Island and Connecticut, as wi'll as 
tLClsf' of l\Iuss;Jc;ll!lsc~tts, \YI'rc~ "Ler!..!(,ly ('C IllC'l'l'ned in it," and tllat Beets 
of sloops f'IJll'lo),l,d in it \\'('I"C' OiiCI;J sc~en upon the Cf);I:'t and in the har­
bors. It is certain, ,II,,(), that about tllf' H'ur 1110, the town of SI'il11:lte. 
;dOIlC~, owned upw,ll'Cl;; of thirlY \'c,,~"I'I,: that \"c~rc' annually fitted out 
as "m;wkc-rel c,lll'lwr;;:" ;Il)cl that tl)(' \VII(11e number of "(,,;,;(,1,, in 
l\f:;SS:lCIJlI,W1tS W;IS not lc',~,~ IIJ;1I1 one IJllllclrccl. ~f)CJ/1 ;di,'r tI)(' 1"':lC'c of 
J 7 '):;, a write:!' in a Boston lJC '\\'~jI'lp('r, in :I series of arti..Jl's on A Il1cri­
can COlllillCTce, C::lid that 11)(' IJ);lC'k"J'cl j-i.~lll'ry "was of ICICI:'C' value to 
l\I;J.~s;l("llI!.~c'11s titan would I)/' tlte pearl fj.;llC'r"ic's of Ceylon." 

Tlwf(' i,-; little of interc,,,t rd,ltiJl,!-( If) thi" branch or illdu,.;try t: r SC'\"­
eLd y(,;Jr,~ ;dier the 1'1Ti()(1 1:l"l IJlI'lllioned. A bi,!!hly rI'''l'c'd,ddc' ~hip­
maskr, willI is slilllivin,,!. C'lltCr1:1jll~ the opillioll th'll the li:'c\lC'f,\' in /'rs­

vis W;I:, C'clllllllcncecl \"itllill iifiy YI':lr,,; a]J(1 t1wt "he W:I:-' IJI'l'scJ]wlIy 
CIl<!;I,!-(C,r] in the ./trs! rc'glllar macke'rd yoy"gl' ('\"I'!' ll1:1clc' ill ,\"\\, Ellg­
lalJd." His acc()unt, u" ]"C1:III'cl til 11!C' hy bim"df. would clC'cupy too 
much rOOlIl. ]1,; slll1;.;t;IIJ('C' i~, that, CII,!!:lgl'll in til<' l'CI;I"tiIJ,~ IJlI"illl"~" 
fi)]' "CJlJll~ time llC'l\\'(,Cll "Ll""achust'tts 'awl .:'ILlilic', h,' commonly saw 
;)11(1 (':lil,,];1 11\,\('k('\"I,I, durillc; the Sl1111llWl' 111(>11111", ill tlll' yicinit\:,,[' tlw 
i"l:11Jd ,,'t' l\Iount DI'sc'rt; t1;;lt, bl,li,'\'jng that tlll'Y might II(' t~ken in 
qu,llltilil''', he J'C'suln,d, fi.nally, to iit Clut a \"('s~d till' tIle e"!ln':"" pur­
pOSI'; that his Sllce{'s,; \V;Ii; I'\'c'll grt';ltlT than he had ex piTted, and 
that others Wl'l'C inouccel to jiil10\Y his example. The mIstake of this 
g,'ntlcll1:1n probably is, that wh:lt he considers the origin of the \'('."3el 
li"IIl'l'Y W;lS olJl:" a TCeil'll! of it. sinn' we can easily im:1gine that re­
PI';ltc'cl losst,c: and di';l:')llr:t,~I'lllcnts h,llll'~lU"l'd a suspen~il'~1 of it. 

Thl~ ;ll'('Cllllp;lllyin,<! t:il)lc (If ,.;tatistics will sl](I\\' the number of bar­
rels in:-:pc,ctl'<1 annu;llly in :\l:isS:IClillsctts since the ye;lr lS0J, and also 
the' l1uctu:ltion:, and uncertainties of the fl,;henc• It will be seen, that, 
comlllt'llI'ing with a catch of eight thousand IJarreb, the quantity was 
rll'tu[llly lc',,'; in 180'-', and during the three Yf'ars of the waf of 1S12; 
that the i!l,;pcctinn ws(' to two Imndrccl rll1d thirty-six thousand barrels 
in 1 ,,:!O, ;llld cleclinell more than half in the ii lllc l\\'ing \,("Ir; that, again 
incft';!sill" in J ~:!,j, and :l!!:lin declining until1S::?9, tllt:re \vas a con'Sid­
nal,\e g;;~1 in IS:W, awl tll;lt the larg~st "catch" during the whole pe­
riud which it embr:tCL'" was in 1831, when the quantity inspected was 



180 

three hunclred ancl eighty-three thousand barrels, or o~ly twenty th?u .. 
sand barrels less than tbe aggregate for the six consecutIve years endmg 
in IS44. 

Leo-i,-lation in behalf of this fishery has been extremely limited. It5 
legal ~xistence as a branch of. maritime industry does not appect~ to 
have been so much as recogmsed by the government of ~he Umted 
~tat('s until 1828, when an act was passed by Congress, whlc~ author­
ized the collectors of the customs to issue special licenses for lts prose­
cution. and extended to the vessels employed in it the provisions of the 
la'ws then in force rplativ(' to enrolled ;md licensed tonn(1ge generally. 
It has never bcen allowcd ftill protection. In 1824, the Comptroller of 
the Trc;Isury instructed the ('ollectors that it was not entitled to partici. 
pate in the bounty or allowance granted to the cod-fishery; and that per­
sons who designed to claim for" bounty-hshing," ought not to be perd 

rnitted to compute the time and voyag(" in which their vessels caught 
ooth cod and mackerel, as chance or circumstances might direct, but 
such time and voyages oulyas \vere e.rc1llsircly devoted to the catching 
of the cod. In 18;32, the same officer, in a second circular, defining 
the linv in [1notl)('r p;micular, stated t1wt a vessel under a mackerel 
licel]:'(', and with a "permit to touch and tr"de" at a foreign port where 
she intended to procure her salt for the voyage, having but a single 
cable and ;II1("hor, and unable to purchase additional ground-tackle in 
th., port vl'll('l"(' she W;!s owned, would be required, on her return to the 
United ~t;lt('S with a cable and an anchor obtained in her necessity at 
such port, to pay the duties thereon; that the fish caught during the 
voya.l!:t' \vould not be entitled to bounty on exportation; and that "it 
admitted of doubt whether such fish v>ouid not be liable to duty." To 
add, that, in 1836, Congress E'Xt'mpted vessels licensed for and em­
ployed in this fishery fi'om forfeiture or penalty for catching the cod or 
fish of any other description, and prohibited the payment of bounty or 
allowance to suc;h vessels, is to complete a notice of the most mate­
ri~lllaws and regulations which relate to it at the present time, the duty 
imposed on foreign mackerel imported. into the United States alona 
exc;epkd. 

This duty, prior to the t:niff of 1846, was specific and ample. The 
protection under the ild valorem system then introduced (less than be­
fore under all circumstances) has been, and must continue to be, often 
merely nominal. 

The modes of catching the mackerel have varied with time, and the 
real (II" supposed chan.ges ~n the ha?its of ~he fish. The original 
method. Was probably m. ~elI1f's, and m the mght. John Prince and 
Nath;mJeI ~osworth. petltlOned the general court of the colony of 
Plymouth, 111 1671, 1I1 behalf of themselves and their feHow-townsmen 
of the" little and small place of .Hull," within the jurisdiction of :Mas­
sachusetts, to be allowed to contmue to fish for mackerel at Cape Cod; 
and :;ta~ecl, among other reasons, that they and others of Hull were some 
of the hrst w.ho went there; and that by " beatin!Y ahout by evening," 
and" travcllmg on the shore~ at .all times and seas~ns," they had" dia­
covered the 1my t~ take them zn light as well as in dark nights." This 
shows th~ practlce o~ t~e early settlers. The court of Plymouth. 
however, In 1684, prohIbIted "the taking mackerel ashore with seines 
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or nets," and ordered the forfeiture of these implements, and the ves­
sels and boats, of persons who violated the decree. 

The mode of catching by "bobhing," or with "fly-lines," j;;: said to 
have bC(>l\ introduced about the year liS ():] , by the fishermen of Glou­
Cf':-;tcr: tl!es(~ lines are still in u,~e at sea. The course of our fishermen 
in pursuit of the mackerel i'i commonly and sub;:tantiallv as follows: 
The master of the vcs~el, aJter reaching some well knuwl{ rC~(lrt of the 
fish, furls all his sails except the m:linsail, brings his Y(>s;;:cl's bow to 
the wind, ranges his crew at proper intervals along one of ber sides, 
and, without a mackerel in sight, attempts to raise a selwol, scool, "r shoal, 
lJ.Y throwing over bait. If he succeeds to his wishe~, a scene ensues 
wllich can hardly be describeJ, but wbich it were worth a trip t() the 
fi,.;hill,C: ground to witllf:";";. I have heard more th,m one fisherman say 
that he had (';lI1gbt sixty mackerel in a minute; and \\'ben he W:I:, told 
l,llat at tll;ll rate he had takl:lI thirtv-si'\ hundred in ;111 h()ur, awl that, 
with n,l1other person as CXpfTt, he ~v()uld (,;Itch a \\'hole tire in a ,in,~lc 
(by, he woulcl reject the figufe:" ; I ~ pru\'in~ lllltliinc; hi '.'" ,ud a\\' i,,11 to u n­
dCT\';i1ln~ Iii" skill. C,'rLlin it i;;:, tllat :'.I)me <tetiYI' \'I)un~ m 'Il will haul 
in nnel jerk ()ff a fish, and throw out ttl<' lin!' j()f ;~nlJtlli'r, with a single 
mOlioll; awl /'1'1)(';11 the <I,ct ilt ,,() r<lpid ";111.'<:1 's:-; iOI1 , th;lt tlwir ;Irlll,~ :"ecm 
continu:dly on tlJl~ swing. To ill' "bigh-lilll',"* i,~ an o])jl'l't I)f 1';lrnest 
dl'"il'l' ;l!l\IJ!iU; IIII' <llUbitiou:-:; ;111(1 tlll' 1I111~I'llbr 1';1"1', the prl.,.i~jilll, 
,nul "dwitw'"" of mOVellJi'liI \\'llil,1t ";I!I'I! men I'xhibit in tlj(' :'1 i jJL., ar~ 
adrnir<l.1)lc. \Vhilc tIll' sow! rC[jJ;lill"; a[lillu;,.;id(, and ",ill take tIle houk, 
tIll' (''\ci\PlIlI''ld of t111~ lIll'll ;111<1 Ilw ru~llin,~ IllIj"" ()f tIll' li"ll, ill thcir 
hl';Jlniji!1 and lll;mif()ld ('YI.JlJli()u,.; in the \\'<Itef, arre,"L the attl'uLion ut 
L1w 11111,:-:1 (';11'1'1(,,,,<: ()l/'Wl'nT. 

(lftt'nlill1l's tIll' fishing (,(,;I,-'I'S in a moment, ;11111 ;1': if put :lL1 I,'nil to 
by lll;lgie: tlw ii"h, ;1'-'I'ordill,U; III till' fj;;:lwnnl'II':-; l'IJlWI'il, )l;llIic,-'trj..]~cn 
f,y tIll' rln';,dflll iIavlIl' <lIJlIJiI,C: tll<:lll, C'llllcll'llh' dj:-::'J>l'l'ar fr()m "i~ht. 

Eigllt, tl'H, and ('\'1'11 Iwd'.'I' thousand 11i1\'I' ]"'l'll 1';Luc;lJt, ;llld 1l111'l 

now Iw "dn''';':I,rl dOWII." Thi,.; prncl'''''; ('(1\'('1'''; tIll' PlT:,OIl,:-: (d'IIt,' I'!'I'W, 
(])(' <IITk, the tubs, antI C\'(Tythin,~ Ill'ar, \\'itll 1,Iooet awl ,c;;l!'II;r~I'; and 
;IS j) i" of/I'll IH'rt()rmerl ill d:'111:11i''';'' <1111.1 W(';11 j 1/1'-," , anllulIckr lhL' !'I';JC­
lion of O\'I'lt;J,.;kl,d IllT"I'':, till' lllJ\' i('l , aud the g-eutkmClll Ill' ;lIllatl'lIr 
6,.;11(:1', \1'1101/;1<1 ";ITII :lncl parti(,ipatcd in nothing [Jut keen "JllJrt, ill'('llme 
di.·vrll~(I'rI. TIll'\' oug;iLt III l'I'lllt'lIllll'r that in the nTrl';ltlllll~ of man­
h()(~l, as ill 1l111.~1: of ~;ollth, the toil l,fhaulin,!:!; the hand-"lcd up hill is 
genfl'ally ill proportion t,) til!> "tl'('l'lH'~:-; aud ~lipplrilles" "'hich l,;<lve 
the 1'11';I"ur;Jblc \Tlllcily down. 

TIll' al'pl'Il;Jch of ni,~ltl or til!' di';:IPlwar:mc(' of the m;wklTd ,.jll,.;ing 
aU lailor \lilll the hook amI lil)l', IIii' fisiJ, as th,'\' are dn',.',d, are 
~Il!()\\'n into e;l,.;ks of w<llcr to rill thCD.l of blood .. The (kd~ i3 then 
cleared 'IllII \\';r:-;Iwrl; tbe m<linsail j:-: hauled down, and the fi,u''',lil is 
hoistl'll in its stl'lIlt; a lantern is placC'll in the rip:,L':iu,!.!; a \\;ltch i" ~I't to 
..;;ill tiJ(' fi"h ;tnt! kl'l~p a lookout filr tIl!' nigltT; <llId tltl' ma,~ll r ,lI1l1 the 
rCIl1;lindcr oj'tli(' en'\\' at a hll' honr seck repel:'!'. Thl' earlit'-t .~1 ';,IIIlS 

,)1' li,!!;I!t find tIll' anxiolls m;I"li'r ;l\\'ake, hurryill!.!: fiJl'ward pn'par;ltJons 
t(lr till' 1I11J1l1in"'s m!'al, and makino' otber ,IlTan fYCmcllts t~Jl' a 1'Illewal 

'J b b 

• To catch the greatest number of fish. 
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of the previous day's worT{. But the means which were s<? ~uccessfu~ 
then fail now, and perhaps for clays to come; for the capncIOus c~ea­
tures will not take the hook, nor can all the art of the most sagacIOus 
and experienced induce them. to bite. . ' . 

Repeating, however, essentmllythe operatIOns WhlC~ I have desc~lbed, 
fi'om time to time, and until a coro"O has been obtamed, or untIl the 
master l)f'("omes discollnwed, or hi~ provisions have been consumed, 
the vC'ssel returns to port ~nd hauls in at the inspector's. ~vbarf, ~vhere 
the fi~h, many or few, are landed, :::orted into three qualItIes,. weIghed, 
repacked, resalted, and repickled. In two or three days she IS ~efitted, 
and on her \Yay to the fishing ground for a second £C·He. Me:mtm1e the 
owner, :md all others who iWluire "what luck,(" le:lrn frolTt some \yise 
"old salt" (and there is always a Sir Or; 1("1<:: on board) how much kno.u'l­
edge the mackerel have acquired since the previous season. Havmg 
been thus employed until the cold weather approaches, the smaller 
vessels haul up, and their "skippers" pnss the winter in cracking nuts, 
relatincr ;;t()fic's, <11](1 accountirlfY tC!l' bad yoy;,,'es or boasting of good .:::J u~, ,:J '--' ...... 

one:'; \yhile the lar,QE'r Yl':,,,cls go wuth, and eng3ge in freighting. 
TIl(; I)i,it, which I have said is thrown overboard to attract the fish 

to tlw ,.;urf:]ct', j:, usu:dly Cfll!lpo:-:t'll of :,:ma1l mackerel or salted herrings 
cut in ,.:mall pit'cl's. As l'connmy nnd SUCl'C'SS alike require a careful 
use of it, tht' m""I"r s(,ldrllll all!)w:,: otttcr hnnrls than his own to dispose 
of it. It was f,mncrly the dUly of the man who kept the watch on deck 
in the lli,~ht to cut t1[(' hait on a bluck; but the vait-mill has token }llace 
of this !loi,;y ;mel 1<'tliollS proce,cs. Nothing, ('('!'tainly, in the tim(, of any 
fi~herman now living, h;ls occClsioned so much j,;y as its introductioIl. 
This lahrJr-snving, sk('p-promoting machine, <IS constructed at first, was 
extremely simple. It W<lS a i)ox which w;,:' m;:de to ~tand on end, and 
h:ul a cwnk pn~iectillg through its side; while internally it had a \vonden 
roller armed \yilh :-'lIJ;dl l'lJi\'('s, in rows, so <lll';mged that "when the 
rO,l1er "'CiS turned, the ti."h to he ground or cut IIp shoulc[ undergo tlJP oper­
ation by coming belw('('n th("w rows of knives and others \ybich were 
arr"rlc;"(~d alollg;1 hoard tlwt sloped towards the boltom. It has been 
impw\( ,,1 in frJrm and efficiency, :md is in common use. 

Tlw C'upcriorily of sound, strollg, ond \ycll-furnished vessels over 
tho:," of opposite qualities, may seem too "pparent to require a word of 
notlU', Many poor ones are nevertheless employed, and so are poor 
moskl's; but the misplaced economy of trusting either is becoming so 
perceptIble, that their numher is rapidly diminishing. Y ct I may be 
pardoned f(?r relating a single filCt, illustrative of the folly of retaining 
~n usc a solJtar:r v(,3sd th:lt ought to be, or one master that seeks to be, 
m a ha~'bor durlllQ,' al1Y of the gales which OCCllr on our coast before 
the C(Jllmox. A few years "go, between Mo,unt. Desert and Cape Sable, 
then' \\'('re one (by three llUnclred vessel" III slgbt of each other· and . 1 1 I U, , 
as was Juc gee, t ley were mostly mackerd catchers, meeting with more 
than tile average Sllcce~s. T,lle moderate breeze of the morning £'esh­
e,ned to.wards noon, and as 111ght approached there were strong indica­
tIons of a ~tOl:m. A movement W<lS soon perceptible throughout the 
flee~t, [mel It fmany scattered aud sailed away. The staunch yessels 
whIch were controlled by stout hearts sought an offing; but the rest, 
the shelter of the nearest havens. Two thousand men, probably, were 
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tnus ll1Lerrupteu h, neir employment; but mark the i:::sue: the yc:"sels 
that b'pt their positions un~er their storm-trimmed foresails escaped 
unharmed, and resumed their bu~mess early the next <-by; while the 
rl'filgees were seen no more for four days, two of which were excellent 
fi,r fishing, and during that time many vesseLs caught fi-om a quarter to 
a third part of a full fare. 

What has been said of Lh~ operations on board of a mackerel-catcher 
at sea is to be received a,s general only, since circumstances modify 
and change, the ~)fdinar~' crJllr~e, and si,nee; too, some masters ~ll:lOpt 
means to SUIt their peculIar whm1S and iancles.* 

As lJeiug more minute in some particular:;, and somewh:lt cllffere,,! 
in othr~rs, I illscrt the remarks of Capt-lin .:'IIcLaughlin, of (;r,Jrtll 
Menan, ,,~ contained in Mr. Perley's f'xcellcnt repon upon t}j(' [j~!wr;"" 
of ;\cw Brunswick, in 1851. The captain protCi:'S(~s 10 give the mOUe 
of pwcc;c(lillC!," 011 Loanl of Americ(Lli vC:':isds in the Gulf ()f ~t. La\\,­
reller; and the Bav Chaleurs, anel states th~lt hi" obscnations ~Ire the 
re:;ult of ten Yf'ilr'~' experierlce in tb(~ lis]le]",\'. "TlJe \T~"l'I," say,; fl(', 
"starts for the fishing ground with the trail-line (Jut: if it t'atch a 
mackerel, the vc,;sd i" hove-til l)[j the hi rl'(J~lnl side. The 1m i fer sLands 
amidsbius, with tlle lJ;lil-IJfIX ()llf,irl,; Ilw mil: ,,'jtl! ;{ till pint n:liled to 
;1 IOllg handle he 1Jf',~,6n:; thro'wilJ,Ci out bait, while ('nry man stands 
to his berth. If t!j('Y liml w;lI'kcre], tl](' 1;lr",ai1 is takcll in, and the 
m:1 irls;lil hauled (jilt with a bOllln-lackle. Tbcn tIlL' fi~hiw:~ IIf'~in;;. 
You lwul y()ur line Lhrough t ij(' I, 'ft Iwnd with tl](' ri,~llt, [Jllll ;;") l;illld­
over-ll;md ;1" yllil do ftlr end: jf you dll, yflU are ,"Ill<' tu lllo'c your fi"iJ 
allcr it ]Irc;il;,o.; watlT. \V]WlI your Ji,,1J is 1I1',lr ("()ljJjl1~ ill, yllu mu"t 
tuk(~ it by 11';l1lilJ,c; ()\'I'r tIll' 1';lil, tu pn:,,'\,cllL its "triki!l~ ;1~;lilJsL the side 
flf tlw \"('ssd, l';rtchili,Q; tbc litH.' !Iuiek, do,;\.' til Lllc tis)l, \\itll the ri,c:ht 
hand, uullOuking it, \viLh a Slill,~l intll tIlt' IJ,lrrL"l: \ViLh tlIe ~:Ilne llllllion, 
tlwji.~' giles out in ;t line p;lr;dld willI yllur 0\\'11 Lntll. Yon lllllcit IJ'~ 
qu:,'k ill C;ICiC ;1 mackerel t~ll(l's Y'lIlr olher line, anJ (lltclllglc:3 Yfll)r 

------, -~-----

• The British mneken'l fisbery is unlike ollrs iu o,·,pral ptlxtielllllrs. The "",",'Is ('lllplll.l",',1 
in it Ilrtl slllllIJ~r, 111'1" lin' in uwre l"J\lllllOn Uile, and a IlJlleh ];'1'1;"1" prol'"rtiou of the li,11 
CHIig-11I ,lTl' ('OIl"'llIl11'll fre~h. 

The 1I""rag" Iluml",r of f"('~h m'fI'kl'\,,'1 sold ill 1.11",lon i, \'Inntr,b of one milli<>ll anllually, 
This fish was firol ullo,,"".! til I ... ni",[ t.brpugh the ,(1','"1,, oftl,ar eiry (lU ::;ulHlays in 11;~I-; and 
the p'ar follo\\ ing, Billing,'gat", by ad, Ill' P'triiallll'ut, 11"'" "lll'ued '" a [1'"" markel, with l'crmls­
.ill" to tbo i;lih'IlIH1,gt'l'o to H"ll mack,'l' .. l Oil Sundays, l'l",-'\"i<>ll~ t(' the perforlu:mee of divine 
~f·r"i('.n. 

TII(' London markd RlIllll'tiulI'R ,,][111\'0 the fishermen to r<,("'i\'t~ liberal rewanl for th"ir toil. 
In ~IIIY, 1:-1117, tl.J(· fin,! boar-Iolla (If l!utl'k,'r,'1 "'lIt rlll'l"" wId at I"rty guineas the hUlldr!!!l, 0; 

for ,,"'pn ,billiu", ,'ach, (the C{lftnt ;, liix ",'or,' tro tl,,· hundr".l:) nnl the ~'-'L'''\111 fare brulIc:ht 
thirt""1l guill"!l" the hnn,h,,',L But in ["n,'-', the price on the "",,,r, ~<> lal'!!l' wus rllt' ,,~tl'h, was 
'HII' shilling ouly for sixty fish., A!!a;Il, in l":.!:~, the supply was lar~," and m"re than three 
nlilli"," W"f"t' '<'lit to LOII.]OIl, In li:<iJ, the ('.I'I'\\'S uf ,;Xft'en buats l'au~ut in a singl .. ,I"y 
lll:u'I",,,,'l whielt sohl for .I~~),'~;)'2, or abuut twellty,five thuusand dollars,- Two )"",,1'8 later, 
1'1 ,"1111 1i,1t \\"('1''' bw\\gltt on ,bor .. on SflfI.Jay by th .. l',n~w uf olle boat. III k:j,l, a nt'w ""rucd 
in IIIlI' ni~lt[ 11 I'WIl1',]Y, III' five hundred dollar" 

1'1,,' EIl"li,h fi~hl\ll'nneu make fI'C(IU(lllt l"umplaillts against their French l'lIlllp,-,tit<>rs, a~d 
pf'tir:ioll to l'arl;:lllll.'llt for I'l'Ut.:l'tiIJII, A Illackel'l'l boat, with suiral,le ucts aud other '-"lulP­

IDl'lIt" mal' be ",r;lllat,'d to l'1I'! about tll"II t.housand dolla.rs, 
'1'111' F",:",'h lIta('kI'f"I'II',,,l"'ry was .'~t""lished hy FIIllil'lI't, near the ('lose of the Sl'H'lItpentb 

r"Dr 1Ir)" priul'il':dly at B,'I1,';,l,', on t,ho \''''',( lIf Bl'ittanny, It has never <l"'luil'ed :;rcat im­
portant"" Th,' fIl11ulwr "I' ",~,,'l.; from 1);"1'1'" (a large fiohing port) in Itl~iJ Ira;; unly forty­
fiVe, u.nd tlie catch 1'1lll valued At ~~O,OUIJ liu"B, 
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comrade's. You fish with two lines, most commonly seven fathoms 
long-tll:1t i8, in hc:lVY weather. ~n calm weat~er, the jigs are 1i~hter 
than when it blows h'Jrd. There IS an eye splIced at the end of the 
line so that the jia mny be shifted at pleD sure. There are two other 
line~ used, callecHl;-lines, with smaller hooks: when mackerel are shy 
in biting, they \viiI often take thcse. The ~y-lines are only three 
f:ttllnms lona. Y cry often the m<lC'kerel stop bIt Jl1 g. Then the fisher­
men take tl:e gafl~, and work with these until the fi;:;h disappear. The 
g:It/;; must not- be uc(,d w bile the lines are out, :1S they enta?gle them. 
and cause areat trouble. No man must leave the rml to pIck up fish 
\vhich mis~\is barrel and :filll on the deck, until the fishing is over. 
YUIl must take c:lre to dress your mackerel quickly, as they are a fish 
that is e:lsily tainted. "-he'n yon stop fisbing, the captain or mate 
counts the fish, an(l notes down in the fish-book what each man has 
caught. Th('n the crew goes to dl'e:'sing and splitting. T~e splitter 
has a mitten on tll(; lell: banel, to keep the fish steady to the kl1l~e. Tv;~o 
men aib the fj"ll, wil h mittf'ns on, to pn'vult the h llll'S scratclnng the1r 
hanel~ ()nc man hands up the fish to the splitter, \vhile the rest of tbe 
c\"('\V draw "':Iter to fill the bmrcis in which the fish are put to soak. 
The fish :1re put in the sO;lk-barn'ls back up. In a short time the 
water is shifted, ;md the fi",h \va"hed out tor salting. The salter 
sprinkles a hanlHiJl (If salt in tl](' t(,ttom of the 1);llTe1, then takes the 
fish in his riglJt h<lml, rolls them in "':IIt, and places them skin down in 
tlw hllrd untillw ('OlIlL'S to tIll' top byer, which he lays skin up, cov­
ering the top \\'t,l1 \\'il11 ~:dt. Herring or slllall mackerel are the best 
bait that can be lI"t'(l. These ,ue ground in a bait-mill by the \"\:;Itch 
at night: if tlw \"('~,.;d has no bait-mill, the f-ish are choppeu up with a 
hatciJet, or sC;lIc1ell with 1J0ilill,i.!; W:lter in a barrel or tub. \Vhen there 
is a tieet of wackt 'jTl-vcsscls rjshing, they often lee-bow each other­
that i,." run aheall of one another-and ":0 draw the fish towards the 
shore. There they anch(lr, ;Inc! put springs on their cables, which is 
done by takin,~ a "trap outside the hawse-hole and fastening it to the 
cable, then hookillg it to 11 tackle, and hauling it aft, ;It the same time 
pnying out the cal lie. This brings the ycs:,el broadside to the wind or 
currcllt, ;mel tIll' fi"hing goes on. -Bo:lts may fish \vith the same succes.s 
as v('~"d" \\·lwfj moored in this manner. Thi:, is the whole system of 
mackerel fishing, British or American, and requires nothing but activity 
alJd f'llf'rgy." 

As <llr?ady intimated, the mackerel is a capricious and sportive -fish, 
and COlJtl~uLllly ch,lpgin;g ~ts h:1Unts and habits. . \Vhcn first .seen upon 
the coast 111 the "pnng, It 1S thm ;ind poor. It chffer" e:,sentwllv, from 
one sea:,(Jn to another, in size and quality. One year it is fat and brae 
and is sought for almost entirely in the Bay Chalems; anon it is l:m; 
a~1cl small, deserts that bay and the a(ljace~lt waters, and fi'equents 
George's Banks, or our own shorcs.* SometImes, our whole fleet see1~ 

" " Paul Crowe:]], ill a r~port on the fio.horios of Nova Scotia, February, 1852, remarks: 
The mnckerel m the sJlTll1g genernlly stnlHl the south part of Nova Scotia. From the 18th 

to the 25th of May tl1l'Y come from the southward, fallillg ill with tile Nantucket and St. 
George's Shoal.; a large (juflutity rome through the South Challuel, and, when abreast of Cap& 
Co~, shape thOir eollrse t~l\ ... a.raB the south eoast of Nova Scotia. Being bOllnd to Boston this 
Bprmg, about the ItJth of MIlY, I met large schools of mackerel, aoout fifty or sixty, to t!!111 
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it in vain in every American sea; at others, it is so voracious as to leap 
from dw water when lured by a red rag, or attr3cted by flies ~lDd other 
ilJsf'cts, tiome fishermen entertain very strange conceit~ '.yilh reg<lrd 
to it, and aver that "it knows as much as a Tnan," Cllder ordinary 
circumstances, our ve;:O'cls pursue it north and Ul.~t, as the SI";IO'00 (Jel­

vaner's; "make fares" in the Bay of Funcly in July and A_llgu5t; in 
the B;IY Chakurs in September; and somf ti!IlC:3 in the btter bny ,md 
in tlw Gulf of ~t. L;I\\Tence in the month of October, Jfore frequ' 'ntly, 
flliwever, they are following it on its return ,vest and south, bc-lin'e the 
equinoctial gale, 

(,r the fishery in the '.vaters of New England there is nwntion. as 
we have seen-incidentally-in the earliest records, The vi~ih ot the 
VWit scou18 occurred, probably, at intervals, as at present, \Vinthrop 

\\'I',lImrd of Sl)uth Seftl iHland; they appeared til III' corning from Ca]!1' Cud, 1llItil nl'ad.., 11,1'1' 
til tite Cap"_ Theil' course may IICcu,illBally Hlry in "IIIi'("(JIl("Bc-e of ,tron~ ,'''llherlyalld 
nortl,,'rly wirllh; thAY generally fall in (Ill the "lIa,'t til tlw 'H"tward a f"w day' IlI'ti,re thpr do 
lit Call'" and ('aI'" Brl'lllll_ TIll' i'l,il'f pla""R fill' Iit'ttili:( a!HI Rt:'illing IlI:lI'kpl'p] in tIle 'prill~ 
ftre till: Tllok.:t, islanu!;, thp w,'st Hi']I' of ClII'" :-;alol." I"",t "i.]., of :\lurgu\'I'I',' Lay, Little 
Harbor, \Vhite Hl'ucl, Ht, Petl'I'" in Cape Ill'don, ,\lIti~olli,'h, and ,,',eral 011",1' plal""_ ,\s 
then' is no doubt but that thi: ma,'k"n,1 are bound to till' Bay Chall'llrs ti,r til!' }luqJOse "I' 
spawnill~, it would lead 118 to lwli,'ve that when 011'" fish i, taken with th.-' net or s"in,', thollsands 
ar .. d,'stroy,'d ,,"il'h wonl,l 011"'1'11 iN<' lik .. ly "0111" to maturity, C'lUltl the I'l'IlI'ti,-,' of tllkillg 
1.1", tl,h with their "l'all'll be a]'oli,h('II, it is lik,'ly tIll'.\' would be lDul'h lIIore alJl1IHLtllt, Th, 
1111 ... 1"'1,,,1, lIftl'r l'll",ill:( the south "011,1 ofNllvll H .. otia, }l1'I1I'1"><1 to the nOlilJwilnl. rb",,,,~h the 
Strait, of CUII"I, and tl) the 1",,1 wal',1 of CUI'" 1:1','1011, lIJakillg th"ir way III'rtlm ardly ulltil th"}' 
111'1' up with HhiI'P"gall, Brad .. lll' Bunl" Gas!'l', :-;"\'1'11 I"laIJlI", "'I', ,\f1-er hlWillC: '}lawTl)''], 
tIll'} ('0I1IiIlIW ahollt thO"I' 1'1111"'" as tllt'ir li'I'dillg gl'oUJl(I, tlll'n' I",illg I:,,-~,' '111alltitil" of h,uts 
till'l'I', w],i..J, tIll'.\' fl'I'.]llPOIl, ulill "01'-""111"11(1), ]"'1'0111(' t;ll, 

"As I hl~ Ht'aSOJl UaValWf'~, allout tlJl' JIlont)1 of ()('lllh4'1" 1he fi.,d! IH'~in to lllali.t' tlH'ir \yay to 
the "'"lthwal'll, "Ull"Olllilllll' 10 do "0 nntil tl", lunl'l' }Jurt of ),'ol"'llIlwr. 1'1", 1'1'<"'1 il'I' of taking 
11"",1"'1',,1 wit,ll tI", hook Ilnd line hILS not 1"'1'11 IIIllg in Op"I'"li"ll ill 1\II,"U :-;,'''Iia, aut! I IlI'ii"I'I' 
th"rt, 1!I'ver haH I"','n 1\ I-IIll1g" 1Il,,,ll' with tIll' hook nlHI lim' on th,' ,"utlwrn ,'11",,1 IIf \ova 
8"01 i'l f~Xf~l'Pt, ut ~ahln i~la,;d, wlll'l'P t Iwl'l' IlllYt' h.·j·lI SOIlII' !!ootl YI l.' a~t'S Illad.-. Tilt' ti:-,'h wliil'h 
!'!'",rt I,,,,.,, aI''' of a (lilli'I'<'nt 'Jnality fl'OlIl tho,,' whieh gil to thl' I ;"_, ,II' L'h:.i"lIr" loPillg 1JI1I,'1t 
Inrg"!' nlHl tllttm', In 1,,~,11 the fish 1\'1'1'1' p]"nty lind took the hook \I('lI, lout in l,~,-,I 1111' li,h 
IIp(JI'al'l',1 Ill. tilll"S to be abundant., but would not tal,,' tlli' hook, :\I:!I'k"I,,'1 h,'re tiT(1 in 
Rhnllow 11'1,[,0,., within the burs or shonl ('dg,', of "lIntl which ,'xl.'n,] in ,lilli'rent 1'1."",,, ])1',,1' 1111' 
iHlund, 'I'h" 1'""",1,, wheu !'1ll1'11I)'t'd in tIll' maekl')' .. 1 ti,lt .. ry hp!'!', lil~ at un,:IIIII' jn al","t ,ix 
or ",',""11 filthollls 1\ at,'r, Il!lel I /1111 infi'rulI'd that IIllldu'n'lllll\-" 1""'11 di"'",-,'r .. d frlllll tIll' llta,t­
I .. 'aels of tlll'S<' 1'1,,,,,,,1,, Iyillg' within th .. I i.lg"s of "and, TllI'y are d,i"Il,' tuk"11 ill ].IIa," Ill' 

flatH, whi"h gil Ol'<'r the ridg,'" when tIll'." ,ollll'tillil'S U]!p"iU' til ],1' lying ,\II th,' lwttlllli. \\'U8 
there II ligltt.,IIIIIIS<' ,'rl'd .. d on the nllnhll'<,,,t entl of the islund, I thillk it "'"uld be of ~rt'at 
8('ni,'" til those who tend the nHll'kel'el fishery, as th .. )' o1'r"l1 hllye to ('I'll" the nunh"""t hal' 
wlwlI th,'1' ('allllOt 1I""e1illin the distalll'p fi'olIl the island, 1\8 the ,"'a,nn adl'ull<"" tlw wputlH'r 
bl'('Olllf'N "('!lilllgf'ahh-" and tlJl' bars hf·ing unngeruus to ('n)~~ in rough weather. 41111' \f'~sl'ls 
"",,11.1' I .. avt' aftpr the last of i""pf<olJll>er, 1'111' AlIlI'riL'lI11 1''''''1'18 which fit Ollt for the hook 
tisit<'l'il's an' of II superiur .. lass to tI"" .. in X01'II :-;"Iltia_ Their tunlla~,' is gL'll!'l'Hlly frolll ,ixry 
to 0111' hundrod ond thirty tons, vI'ry sharp built, \\'('lliittetl ill !'n'ry res]!el't; th,,,,, they term 
tIll' I'hal'p,,,llIH'li.'rs ar<' verr sUI'l'rior 'ailing 1','>",'k This ella],I", them tn n'aL'lJ the ti,hing 
gl'llulld and proenre their cargo while thM .. of 1\"1':1 :-;,'oria are aetllally carr) il'e! ,:til tn reach 
th" li'hing gl'l'lIIl11. Those vessels an' lik,'wiHl' well malllll'tl, carryillg from tW"iIl' [" tln'IlI.\'­

fi/lll' 11"'1'; lII11king an uI' .. ragp, probably, of about tifteen or sixteen men to eal'h YI''''''!. In 
1";,-'] I wu' iufortlletl thl're wert' ahout olll' thonsalltl sail of Al\\('ri,'an \"t,,,p!.,, II'hieh, with un 
sverllge of fifl"l'll Illen, ,,"ouM give fiftl'('u thousalld, HilmI' of these I'ess,.]", I lwartl, made 
thr"" trip' iu Chllleurs bay fi,l' Illsckerel. SOIlH', lifter huyillg made Olle or two trip, or titl'es 
"I' ('nelfish, pro"",'d t .. tIll' Buy ChaleHr", well fitted, takillg stltlkiellt barrels to curet IlI'ir tish 
ill, '1'1",,,' ar .. partly filled with mellhnden and .. lam" whi .. h are consitl"I'1''] tIll' he"t bait fl)r 
1Il8l'k,'rel; 0(111'1''' an' filleu with salt alld water, which make ballnst, ,,'helll't"'1Uil'l'.J fi)1' use, 
tht,), an' "II'1,ti"d of their "Ollt,'lIt8 and fill .. l] with muekerel; this kt't'I" tlll:ir """,'Is ill good 
!Jallllst. Till'." I!l"u"fully .. nnlllleitel' their fishing aillillt Bradelle B:iIIk, Shipl"'~"ll, IUlil ft'llow 
th,' fish north"rly, until tbe ""II""ll advlUlces, "'hell they return to the north side of Prillce 
Luwl1l'd IHlauu, IillU L'ap" Breton," 
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relates, under date of 1639, that there" was such a store of exceeding 
large and fIt mackerel upon our coasts this season, a~ was a great 
benefit to a~l our plantations," and that." one boat, wIth three n~en, 
would take III a week ten hogsheads, whIch were sold at ConnectIcut 
for .£3 12s. the hoo-shead." And it seems, from equally authentic 
sources, that similar 0" stores" relieved the" plantations," occasionally, 
at subsequent periods. In l'IIaine, we have an account of a boat fishery 
previoll,o; to the year 16~S. During the ~rst half of the .letst, century, 
there arc statements whlCh show that a smgle vessel, fishmg III ~lassa­
dlll;<('tl,; l,,,y, oitcn took eight hundred barrel,,; in a season. In our own 
d<1y it has happened, on the sudelen app~arance of a scool, aftc~ a lapse 
0)( Y(';ITS, that landsmen, women, and chIldren, abandoned theIr accus­
tomed employmellts to fish wilh pan:" baskets, tr<lYs, pitcbJiJrks, a~d the 
like, and to prove how true it is that" necessity is the mother of mven­
Don." So, t(J(), our fishermen, professionally C'(luipped, even to the £Ze­
Silt,; and SO/l'-WCSfCr, recall many an exciting scene between, and off, the 
c;lpes of Massachusetts, within the last twenty-five years. Thus, in 
1 <"":.!G, OIl(' humlrt'd and fifty v(:'~"els and boats sailed from Gloucester 
in one day, to hook, seine, or gaff; as circumstances should require, the 
ill,)"S of fid1 that appe<1r('(l ncar the harbor of that port; in 1831, one 
hundrnl thousand harrds \\'(Te cnught in fifteen days; in 184,5, large 
quantities were seem'eel from wharves and rocks, in boats and on rafts, 
III nf'l~ and cloths, li,\' dipping anel spem'ing; in 1S47, "a store, exceed­
ing largp- .mel tat," were Sl'Cll at se<1, ofl' Cape Cod, "vhere boats could 
1111, S<lJl.ly fullow, ~md, in the ab3enee of a considerable part of the ves­
sels <1/ till' B;IY Chaleur:" 111o"t were suffered to esc3pe; in 1848, a fleet 
of six hundred ves,;cl:' and boats caugbt t\velve thousand barrels in 
one day, ,mel filiy thuu:,and barrels in twelve days; and in 1849, the 
611('('('ss of a sm;dkr number of vessels, though much less, \vas yet 
suffkicnt to retrieve the losses of other and more distant fishing grounds 
ill the .. arly p;lrt of that sea"(Jtl. 

~(~rious depres:-:ions and ruinolls losses in the mackerel fishery are 
not uncommon. ~ucccss eloes not depend on skill and industry alone. 
'I'll<' best masters make" l)rokcl1 voynges," for the obvious reason that 
the mackerel does not alwa,Ys appear in sufficient numbers in any of 
th: twas or bays of New England, or of British America. The fishery 
fillis one y('ar at home, a second in the Bav of Chaleurs, and a third 
everyw he're. Seasons occur when those en'gaged in it lose the use and 
outfits (Jf their vessels, <lnd the w;lges of their men. Sometimes the 
quality of the fish is so poor, that an average" catch" affords no profit; 
at others, the success of the British colonists gluts our markets. Mean­
ti~ne, tll~ most enterprising maslers and owners, d!seouraged by repeated 
(lISappOlntmcnts and losses, abandon the busmess, and suffer their 
wharves and packing-houses to go to decay. 

In lSI) 1 the fishermen were fortunate. The number of vessels em­
ployed in Massachusetts .was eight h~ndred and fifty-three. The fishery 
m our own waters, andll1 the colomal hays, was alike successful' and 
these vessels, with eigbty-seven others, owned in other States, but ~hose 
fi~h were inspected in Massachusetts, caught three hundred and twenty­
mne thousand barrels. 
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The following statistical information, which relates to these nine 
hundred al1l1 fmty vessels, is derived from returus made to the in:3pectur 
general of fish: 

\Vhere owned. Number of: Tonuuge. ::\lllJllwr men 
vessels. and boys. 

-----------------1---- .-----

1 

Boston. ________________ . _ ....... . 
Beverly .... _ .. __ ..... _ . _ ., ...... . 
B:,rll,t:, ble. ____ . _____ . ___ .... _ ... . 
]~r(·\v.~I(:r. _. __ ., • _ • __ ., ___ • """ .' 

C Imrlestown ..... __ .. _ .. __ ... _ . _ .. ! 
C! J: It h;, r I I ..•••• _ • • • • ••..•• _ .•• , ••. 

C(,\w,"sd ... _ .. ' ____ ............. . 
Dartmouth. __ . _ .. _ ..... """"" 
Dennis ..... ____ .. _ .......... _ .. 
E as lbaIll. . . . . . . _ ...... __ .... _ .. . 
li.l~S(·X ..... _ ................................................ .. 

( ; louce"t <:1' •• _ • _ ., •••.••• _ •••••••• 

I-I; In'/ i c Ii: .......•.•..•.••.....•... 1 

Hingham .... _ ... _ .. _ ............. ' 
1.\,1111 ••.• _ •• ___ •• , •• '" ...... _ •••• 

l\f;IIJI'!w,kr. ....•.. __ .... __ .. __ .. . 
i'hrlJ!('!'(';!(!. .. _. __ ............... . 
M:lrt!J:I's \'illeyal'll .... _ ........... . 
Nanllw].;l'I .•....• _ . _ .......... _ ••. 

NI·wburyport. .. __ ... _ .. _ ...... _ .. 
()r!r-:llls .•.......• __ •.•.. __ .... _ .. 

PIYlTIouth .. _., _. _ ....... _. __ ....•. 
PI:oviIlC'(·IIl\\'Il. _____ • _. ___ ... _ ..... 

Itockport _ .. _ •.. _ . __ •.. __ ... , •.•• _ 
8al ( ·Ill. __ .. . . . . .. __ ..... _ .. _ ... _ . 
i-!( 'itu;ltc _____ .. _ . _ ........ _ .... _ .. 1 

N:di:;hIll'Y· __ •••.• ____ •....•.••• _ •• 
'l'ruro. _ . _ .. ,. _ . _ ......•. _ .. _ ., .. . 
\V elltlnd. _ .••..............•. _ .. . 
Yarmouth ..... __ . _ .... __ ..... _ .. . 

l\f"inf' ..•... "_"'" .. _ .... ___ ... 
N I'\V I b III pshirc ..... _ ... _ ..... __ .. 
H1lOrlc LI:ll1d .....•............... 
( '( Ii 1111 '( 'I i ( , lit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Maryland ... _ . _. _ ..... ___ ........ . 

7 
12 
28 

4 
:2 

19 
440 

1 
47 

.) 

.j 

1 
::!41 
4~ 

:)7 

4 
1 
1 
G 
3 

iii 
rj 

6 
GO 
4:3 

1 
13 

4 

~.')3 

47 
8 
7 

23 
2 

940 

5% 
761 

1,918 
:2.')9 

74 
l,:H6 
2,""5 

117 
~,O!lfi 

170 
71 

1 :3,(i:J!1 
:3,2:;1 
:2.1 C 1:2 

Hi1 
40-5 
311 

4:20 
] f;" 

4.:;1:; 
;{::(; 
:"jf;! 

4,:~::~ 

1,0:27 
,,0 

7F> 
:JU:) 

;3,(;:21) 

.j,411 
990 

5;],70:; 

3,019 
.51,5 
479 

I,D51 
14L 

59,410 

S5 
!17 

!J:3 ~j 
47 
l± 

2:30 
.561 

Ie. 
5"") 

.-J" 
_'J 

10 
2,3:2 1) 

0,7 
4!11 

:3:3 
3 
fj 

Ii!) 

:w 
7(17 

:) ~ 

C.) 

IJ'- -.; 

:!~;J 

CI 
119 

4";; 

.0"1 
t:-5J 
IG9 

----
!.I, 11:? 

446 
"4 
71 

;20:) 
::~ 

9,993 
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It \vill be seen, that whIle more them one half of the Massachusetts 
,'es~d", in IS.')1, were owned in four towns, more than one quarter be­
longed to the single port of Gloucester. At present, Gloucester is the 
glTat mackerel market of the country, and the merchants of many of 
tIll' principal cities have agents there to purchase and ship for them. 
Twcnly years ago, Gloucester employed but about sixty vessels in the 
fj,,]wry; rmd such nre the uncertainties and fluctuations of the business) 
that its decline may be as rnpiel as has been its increase. 
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S:atistic3 of tlte mcckerelJishenj of thro [~nit(d Stales. 

Mackerel inspected. 

Yeare. l'oDnage em-· 
plo):ed. 

I 

In Massachu· i In X. H amp· 
setts. I .BhLe . 

.... ___ .~ __ ~ _~~~_~ . _____ . _____ :_~_c~_ 

1804 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
1805 ........................... . 
]I;IIfj _ •••• _ ..................... -
],-:\117 ••••• _ ., ................... _ 
1~.()I-: _ ..•..• , ................. , .. 
1,-iI)!J """ .................... .. 
1810 .................. d •••••• •• 

1811 _ •••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••• 
]r-II~ .. _ ............ , •• "" ••••• _ 
1.~.J:1 .................... _ ..... .. 
11;14 .......... _ ................ . 
l'-'lI" ....................................... . 
Ir-IJ(i ....................................... . 
]817 ................................. - .... .. 
11;18 ..................... _ ••••• __ ..... B ••• 

11;1() ........................... _ .......... . 
1,.,;20 "'" _ ••••••••••••••••••.....•..••••••• 
1~~1 """ .................... .. 
] ~'!"2 . ~ ................................................... . 
1 ,..::!: ~ ................................... " ................ .. 
]."'24 .•••••• _ .••••••••• , '" •• , ••. 
)r-I~~, ........................ , ... 
1·-::!(; __ ... __ .. _po. ................... - ........ _-

JrJ.'27 .....••••.•••••••••••••••••. 
l":!·-I .. ____ .................... .. 
H:!!~ ...................... " .......... " ................ .. 

] ",:,1) .. __ •••.•••..•..••••.•...... 
1."'::1. __ ........................ -
J,"':;~ _ ......... __ e .......... _ ...... ___ .. ___ _ 

] r-I:1:1 .•••••.•••••••••••••• _ •••••• 
1":11 .. _ •..••••• _ .•••••••••••••• _ 
1rJ.:1~, .......................... .. 
]":lli ........... _ ............... . 
1rJ.:17 ........................... . 
1.-:1" .. _ ........................ . 
1.":1!·1 .......................... __ 
J,·'1I1 .......................... .. 
1."·11 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

46, ,"Ill 
[,(i,fj·W 

'2''"''\ ~(;~J 
]],:1'21 

1r'.I~ """ ..................... _ Ili,II!1I1 
1.'·q:I............................ ]\,77'-, I 

1,-1·\ .".' __ ." ............... ". lli,1711 
I.·q~, ........................ ' __ ' 21,41:J 
1."\1i •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••• :lli, ·tIl:; 
1,-'·17 ...... """ ••••••••••••••• , 31.4;)' 
1:"·\.- ..•••••••.•.••••.••••• _. . •. . 43, ,);)H 
I-·I!I ......•.•.•.•... "" ...• •... 4:!, \q;l 
],-';,11 •• , ••••• " •..•••••••••••••• , 5.",112 
I."~,J ............ ,. .••. .... ...... "50,539 
11':';,'2 ...••• , _ ., •••••....••••••••.••••••••••• -

Barrels, 
t', 1!7() 

1'.9:16 
~~ ,17:) 

]1),904 
7, 7:J.~ 
t:, ~(j0 

1:)\ Oi,?) 

] ~'\ n:):! 
;,,01'; 
0: ,,,,,:)~ 

1,::.1:1 
Hi. ::!q 
:1/1, (rll 
37, !1'~'2 
47,'2]11 

l/i~" 4:::1 
~:II;, '2·1:1 
11], IIII~ 
]1;/1 'J!II 
].1;,.11111; 
I! II, li;,11 
'r,~, ::-1 
1;,~, i ·111 
J!III, ::111 
~::;. :1:2·1 

:111'-<, .\I;:! 
:~""::, :,;)!t 
~12, .j;,'! 
·.n ''!, ! 141i 
'j,-)',!,:"","".J 

]! I.j, ·1;,11 
1 iii, ! I:; I 
1:1.-', 1;,7 
10,""1 '-):),~ 

7::,01,'3 
f)o, ~I; rJ 

i;" ;,4:1 
il4.4;,1 
1'li. 1,~1 

~11'2, :liJ'.! 
li·I,III'4 
'2:~:!, ;)~1 

300, 130 
23], e~,iI 

329,242 
197,768 

Barrel~. 

~1l, :~uoo 

:! 1,4;,0 
':.! 1,7(111 
] ! •. ::7.-, 
I.~. :!/III 
j.",. ::1111 
~I, 4;,11 

71:11 
li:1I1 

1,11111 
1. 11;,11 
], Ii;, 
],<!40 
1.1175 
1, :36~} 
2,1111,-' 
\!,400 
~,~U7' 

3,1::,3 
a, 11~:1 
~, Llil 

In l\Iaine. 

B"rTd~. 

1 .... ···_···· 

.)- .).)1..) _O'j __ 
\!~, 41i~ 

:l4, ~l:.l 

I:::: :::::::: 
[ 
........... . 
.... -.. - .. -.'" 

I· .. · ....... . 
I 
j -- .••• ,. " •• 

1---' "3j:.i7~ 

-------- -.----------- ------ ------

• Main!', !l, 1";,"'; New HampRhirc, 4'31; Massachusetts 39,416 i Rhodo 181and, 1()0 i COll' 
necticut, 5a4. Total, 50,539. 
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Annua1 return of tIle number of barrels, ludL'cs, quarters, and eighths ofbar­
uls '1' mad-acl and other pick1ed fish, estimated in barrels, in$pected in 
lU(lssaclwsclls,/OT the year ending DccembeT 31, 1852, as per the Tcturns 
Iftlte drjillfy illSPCf'/II}'o nuw in the office C!ftlte inspectoT general. 

Where inspected. 

Rnston ............................................................... . 
(llll11('Phter ........................................................................................................ ,. .......... .. 

D.·yerlv ............... " .. , .............. , ........................... . 
~;:~~I:l;;~~~l:t : : __ : ____ : ____ : : : : : : : __ : : : ______ : ______ : ____ : : ____ : : ____ : ________________________________ : : : I 
p,.o,ineetown .................................................. _ ..... . 
Truro ........................ " .................................... .. 
"-ellfl"'~t .. _ ............................. "" ........................ .. 
Chntlwm ............................................................ . 
Ifarll'it'h .............................. """ .......................... i 
]1"lllJis ............................................................. .. 
Y:tl'Iunllth ......... '''' ........... , ................................... . 
]\aI1lRlahle .......................................................... .. 
Hinc:ltalll ............................................................ .. 
C.)has~et. ........................................................... .. 
l'l.nnt)llth ........................................................... .. 
~,d'~lll .............................................................. .. 

T~;:· ahol'e inclll.J"R all "x(,nl't two returns from Prol'inccton-n and one from 
~('itllate, l'sTimated Ilt. ............................ ''' ............... .. 

Tutal, l,g~,~_ .............................................. . 

Reinspect",l a t Boston ................................. _ .............. .. 

All other kinds ofpiekled fi~h .......................................... .. 

'}'''cHl amount of llladwrel insp""k,l in 18~,2 . "" ........................ .. 
Tutal amouut of mackerel illspeet",l in 1,%1 "'" ......... _ ............... . 

Decrellse of 18C>'2 from 1:':;,1 ............................... .. 

Number of 
barrels. 

39,89J~ 
48,012i 

366~ 
5,345~ 

11,806 
17,640 
2,540i 

11, 3671 
5,769i 
9, ]47~ 
10,290~ 
3,235 
3, 19i:'~ 

13, 133~ 
11,616g 

67 
14 

196,76,'11 

1,000 

197,768~ 

19, 771 k 

317,540~ 

9,2M 

197,7('''1 
329,27,g 

131,509& 
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Statistics oj foreign mackerel imported into alld exported from the Unit,d 
States, and ifdried codfi8h imported into tlll: same. 

Year. 

IrJ:!I ......•••••••••••.•••••••. 
I'H2'! ...... "" ....•••..•.•••.. 
] ..... ;!:~ . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .................... -
I":!4 ..........•..••.••••.••... 
j"';I; •.......••......•••........ 
IH'!li ........................ .. 
I,,;!7 ..•••...........•....•.... 
JH:21"< .............. """ ..... . 
1t':2U ........................ .. 
),,;;11 ......................... . 

1":11 ......................... . 
I .. ,:::! .. " ............. '" ..... . 
If-::;\. '"'' __ ............ "'''' 
11:l:l4 ...••.•••• "" •••.•••••••. 
IH::C ........... "'''' ......... . 
I ,'i;\I; .......•.•...••••...•••••. 
1 "';:~7 _____ ............ __ ........................ .. 
]H:l;..l, _ ... ___ .... _____ A ._ .. __ • ___ .. __ 

J""':;!) .. ____ ..... _ .... _ .......... __ .... _ .. __ 
I,H,111 .................... "'''. 
IH·\1 .•.............•......•... 
]I·n:? • __ ...................... . 
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THE HERRING FISHERY. 

From its c(lmmencement to the yea r lS52. 

,y c hear of this fishery among the Pilgrims."" In IG41 they rented 

• In rh(' r"il,Tll of Jallli'R I, of Scotland, we find mention of the custom or duty on the export· 
ation of ",'rrilJ~,-tI proof tliat the fishery had then attained to importantf' in Grl'at Britain. 
W.' lea.rn, tOil, Ihnt the English, tbinking it disgraceful tbat tbe Duteh, tli~ir ri.ul. in (·om· 
ml'r.·I', should ,1('1'i\"I' '" much wealth from tlJe cllasts of England, sd "hout pro'l'"ul illl( the 
IlI'l'rill;.! li,III"·.I, lind ill tbe y,'nr ];','-'11 raised the sum of £80,000 by a joint ,to"k ('III1lI'Hny. 

III I; lill, tJ"'l'l' \II'!'l' f'1I11'Io!·I·d Oll the coast of Yarmouth, Englullll, :?II,', Hi',,,,l,, of from thirty 
to ODO hundred tons. In 1~:2(j, tho shore hening filihery of England and Scotland employed 
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the herl'inO'/((Iw at Plymouth for three years to three men, "who were 
to deliver ~llt' shares of fish, and receive one and sixpence per thousand 
£t)J' their trouhle." \Ve hear of it on the coast of Maine, also, a few 
ye,lrc afterwards. Josselyn says that the" herrin" were." so numer­
ous, they take of them all summer long." In 1670, h: contmues, "they 
Were driven into Black Point haroor, by other great fish t?at p~ey uron 
them, so neilr the ehore that they threw themselves ~It bell1g high· 
water) upon dry land ill such infinite numbers that we n:llght ~ave gone 
half way the leg" amonast them for near a quarter of a mIle." He 

!OJ • fA'" repeats the account in his" Chronolorrical ObservatIOns 0 menca, 
where he states that so "wonderful" ~as the quantity, that" they were 
half-lcp" deep for a mift. together." Of the manner of coo~~ing at .t~!Ut 
period ]w rcmmks, that" we used to quali(y a pickled herrm by bOllmg 
of him in milk." These incidents are sufficient to show the early 
ongm. 

f'mm the fragmentary notices of the fishery which are to be .met 
with, it SlTI!l;'; proba ble that, for a long time, as the scools of IlPrnngs 
came to our COilst~, tl)c illhabitants on the sea find rivers, tram l\bine 
to the Can,lilli/;.;,uPllf'!"a]ly sC'cured sufficient for consumption fresh; 
that tlJe more caretul F,)\idcd themselves \vith salt to cure (jw1l1tities 
{(JI' futur(' use; and tll" t C:()IlH' , 1 Jf'l'omillg regular fishermen, caught and 
curecl the fish it)!' sale to tlil'ir neighbors of the interior. And that the 
pr~lcticc was continued, su L:.zt~lntjaUy, \vitbout interruption, until the 
waters rL','ortcd to by the hr'l'ring for the deposite of its spawn were ob­
structed hy dams ,md mills, is hardly to ue doubted. It is certainly 
true tl1;lt, II!! ~()tHC of the riwTs, where the fishery is now nearly extinct, 
the supply at the revolutionary era was l" JIlfidered inexhaustible; and 
that till"l)I~:rs and fl"hermen were in the constant habit of filling w,lgons 
And OO:lt" at ple:l"ure ,,,itlt scoop-nets and other simple implements. 
~il1(,(' the Pf';ICC of 17~:3, the herring has abandoned many of its old 
haunts, but is still caught in wears, seines, anel nets, in various parts of 

1O,~G5 l",atR and upwanl:< of 44,000 fishermen; while tbe number of other persons connected 
with it eX('I'<"l,',1 31,000 ],,:rN()!lS, Tu!' qlJa1ltity of herrings cured in that year was 379,233 
htrr..)s. In I,.':n, the quantiry cured was .t:l9,::l70 barrels. Two years later, the number of 
barrels WaN :1'2~I,~,;,7, of "hi"II I H I ,1i;,4 barrels were ,'xl'ork<l, In 1837, the quantity was 451,53l 
I>arl'(,I" all,j th" lal'/~('st. ,·,,(,·h kU()\I'lI; wl,il" tll<' "xpOl't was 27'2,093 barrels. The fi"ht'ry, at 
this till''', "lUplo)"("j11,~,·.q bouls; 4!1,~1~ fi,l('l'ltll'lIlwd llOJ'S; 1,925 ('oopers; and 23,!J72 men, 
Wow,'u anJ ('hilJfI'n, in giJ,IJiug, packing, unJ other labor. The quantity of nets in use was 
NHln' UlNn oIl I' milliull R11'WI'l' Jilrds\ 

Yal'mOll! Ii i, a gn.at I,,'rri>lg mart. The vessels employed in the fishery cost about five 
t{e'lll,,,,,,1 dollars, Tllt' lI('(K limn a large item in the t'xpt'nses of the Olltfit. The fishing voy­
ltlf" is short, not often Ol'l'lIl'yillg more than a week or ten days, 

The ('oIlJlui",ioBers of the IkitiKh herriug fishery, in their report, 1839, state that in 1:310, 
\\ 1lf'1l the !Joan!. of commissioners was iustituted, the whole number of barrels of herrings cured 
Vias only abont 90,000; wlillf('RS the number in the first mentioned year was 5~);),55~1 barrels, 
'fo(')' stat<', furt.her, that this fisbery, as a lIursery for seamen, is invaluable; that it employs 
GII,IIIIO fishennen, (men and bOYB,) /lnd 11,357 boats, and that If many of tlw besl of our sailors" 
V"'I'<' dmwn from it during the wars in which England hl,d been recently elwaged. 

The herrilJg ft>lhery of Sweden, three centuries ago, was extensive: G~ttenburO'h was its 
principal seat. The fish finally disappettred from the coast, as is said, and did "not acrain 
a:ppear f(}r a long time, About the rear 1660 the busincss was nearly extinct; but the c:tch 
was large during th~ fifteen succeedrng years, From 1675 to 1747 the herl'ing disappeared. 
Fl'Om the last mentIOned year to 1770, fish were abundant, the produce of the fisheryart'raging, 
probably, 150,OOO barrels. In 1833, upwards of 48,000 barrels of herrill<Ts Were iJnported into 
Sweden; and in 1840 the Gottenburgh fishery wa. declared to be at Il.8. e~d, 



]93 

~'ke U nired States.. Notice of the fishery in particular towns and neiah­
borhoous is not necessary, and our attention \yill be confined to s~ch 
places as ''lill serve to f,rive a gfOneral view of it as prosecuted on both 
rivers and seas. 

W ""bing-ton, .in descr~bing his ~rOl1nt Vernon estate to Arthur Young, 
remarked that Its margm was" washed by more than ten miles of tide­
'Water;" that "several valuable fisheries appertained to it;" and that 
"the who)e shore, in short, was one rntire fishery." A shad or herring 
fishery appurtenant to an estate on the Potomac adds much to its "alue 
eft th~ pres.ent. time. As else';vhere,. the herrin.g sometimes fails to ap­
pear In th1s flver, and the d1sappomtment at the planters and their 
"prY;lilts is extreme. There are years of great succ('",~. In IS:31, fitly, 
md ('ven one hundred thousand fish were frequently taken at a haul. 
[n 1::i:Jij no less them three hundred w~lg()ns \yere at one place at one 
ime, c1ch t(,<lm'lter "waiting his turn." On the other hanel, the fishery 
,n 1 S4:3 was, unprofitable and disastrous; the outfit was hr~(', and 
l1:IDY new lanJings were opened, but the fishermf'll Cllt out their s(-'ines 
Lt the dose of the sC:l,son un1'ewarckrl and in s;ltlm's:'. BctlcT results 
nllowed in UH4, Dnd the jllJ"ilH'SS of catchinL!, buyiIJ[!, countin!!, dre::'s­
ng, w:dlinu.:, and salting, was lInilll:ltr'cl:11 ;1I1lc't 'I,fllll' princil;~d bncl­
nu" on botl! sarles of tllC river, fi'OIIl Alexandria to th.' \'iciflit \- uf the 
~;I:pr's. In )'-;01, tilUrtcen, tW('lIty-Ij"I', and ill one (';["1' niiwty-fiye 
,hollsanrl herring" WI '1'1; t<l kl'n <1t a haul, alld tli():,c eng; 19l'rl ill the tishery 
;,\'('rr~ f:lirly rr'w1Irdl'd ti)r tflt'ir c1Ipit:Ji and labor. 

The.\('1/ fishery in .\Llitw, li'om till' PI'IIII]);Wllt to the frontif'r, antI in 
he B:ly of Futll1y , is tlJC most important. The hlTrin!..!' in this rl'!!inn 
S I'll red II)' ~alting :lnd smnkill,!!, :1I1d jlY ;;;Ilting and picklill!!. \\'1]1'11 
)y the !ir,.;t metbod, it is p::cked in iJUXI'S; when by tbe btU'r, in 
1:/l'I'I'!:-:. Tlwy wI~rc 1':l.11ght I;,r many YI';II'" ]IY !lW;II/':-:, pril1l'ip:dly, of 
igllted toreIJl'", m:1ue of til(' out IT hark of till.' whitl' ],irl:h. Tllc 1'rac­
il'I' \\,:1", and, to "Illll<' extent, still i,;, 10 pJ:llT ;) light of this dc,:cription 
11 til<' how of a small hoat, about the i;I\'I,rill' n'::'I'rt,; I,rthe herrilJ!!, on 
Try dmk nights, and to bail in, with a dip-net, all th:1t ,,:e1'c attr~l_t('J 
II tile c'1It'i:wc of tIll' ,,':1t(T. ;\ bO:lt n'ljl1ircs four men; OIll' til dip, two 
rl row, :/lid (Inc' to ,;teer. 'Vbile in pursuit, the iJo;lt 1Il0YI'S with great 
'l,jlwilY, that tlj(' fi,;h m:1V 1)(' imluL'l'll to follow the light, ami that they 
Il:JY ';1' ].;"pt within rea~h of the man with the net, \~'h() stands in the 
'I)W. The i,;l:1nde1's in the B:ly of P:ls:;amaquoddy ha\'c a story that 
1)(' di~(,oVl'ry of the attmcting properties of light was accidental. They 
t'lnte that" fisherm:lJ1 who lived on Campo Bello,* and \\'ho chanced 
'Ill' night ttl he on the side of one of its little harbors opp,,:,ite to his 
\YII house, on remembering that he had no fire at hOlll!:', took some 
hip,; iliid ('(1;11" in a "killet to C;lfry across; that, during the P:l"s:lge, 
j(' chip,; took fire and blnzed up; and, on his landing, he K,und tbat a 
I r!,!I' Humhcl' of herrings had followerl him to the shore; and that this 
ircuD1slance induced ,>xperiments, ,,,hleh resulted in abandoning the 
lrmcr pr;1 eti('(, (,I' using" set-nets" and "wears." But wharr.'\Tf the 
rigin of the tOl'ch-ligbts, they afford to the inhabitants of the ii'ontier 

• An iNlnntl "1'1',,"it.· Eastport, and on the Blitish side of the bay, and o\l1leJ by Arlllllral 
wen, <.)1' till' rlIY"/ uavy, 

l=J 
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towns of Jl.billC', and to the sojourners among them, an attractive Scene. 
To watch, from the head-lands and beaches, the movements of the 
"herrinoo-drivers," has been a recreation there, of some, for years. The 
spectat(~ sees a spacious ~?rbor: and the coves ,and indentations in its 
neirrhborhood, most beautIfully bghted up, as WIth hundreds of lamp~, 
and each lirrht heavinrr and falling with the motion of the sea. Far m 
the offing the torches,o no larger to the eye than a candle's fl~me, move 
and dance, approach and cross each other, and then va~l,sh aw~oy; 
while nearer, lind perhaps within a stone's throw of the posltlOn whIch 
he occupies, their red flare will rFyeal every act of the ~shermen, as, 
time aJier time, the fish are bailed into the boat. On shlp-board, too, 
when entering or leavillg the Passamaquoddy, these lights, seen in aU 
directions, seryc to relieve loneliness, and to excite interesting imagin­
inas. S('t-lll'ls and \w,m, are becoming favorites again, and it is not 
i;pn:,,,ible that in a few ye;Il's the torch-lights will Lbe completely ex­
tinguisjwd in S(lml' of the 1;arbors, and 1ll: very much diminished in alL 

The h''l"rings intenckd :fin' smoking art' washed soon after they are 
caught, and the scales of all th<1t are tilt enough to sh~d them are torced 
off fly triction, when tlll'y arc salted ,lway in casks. As soon as they 
an' sufli.ciently "struck" \vith the salt, they are again washed, spitted 
or strung upon small round sticks, <1nd hung up in the smoke-house. 
In spitting, <IS well ;1" in hanging them up, great care is necessary to 
prevent the fish from touching each otber. They are placed, tier above 
tier, upon W(lotIen fixtures supported by joists until the house is full. 
The dist;IIWC' Jrom the low('r tier to the floor is commonly about seven 
fcct. Fires of wood arc now lighted; and the great art is to manage 
th('''I) fires in a proper manner, inasmuch as they must neither be too 
quick nor too slow, and at times they require to be extinguished. Rock­
maple wood is best; but any kind I ,f fuel green ii'om the forest is prefer­
abk to the old and w<licr-s<mked "'ood sometinH's used, to the serious 
injury both of the color ,md the fl;I\'i)j' of the fish. The smoking occu­
pies ::;cycral wecks. To curl' herrings \vell, good weather is quite as 
nece,,;sary "s .!2:",)(1 fuel and c,m.fully-tended fires. After being suffi­
ciently smoked, the fires are allowed to go out; and as soon as the 
house b;IS become cool the fi.sh me taken clO\\'n, slipped from the sticks, 
sortl'<l ilIto three qu;ilitics, and p<1cke(l in boxes. The houses in which 
the smoking is done are mere huts, without floors, and without other 
fini:::h t11:111 n Illgh-bonrd \valls, and roois of the same, battened with 
sla1)s. In some (';I~CS, however, a wi:,er use is mmle of money, and 
sufficient expens<=: is incurred ~o erect durable ,buildings. The upper 
part and the root nre ;11w;I1's ll1tended to be tIght, both to retain the 
smoke and to exclude the rail! and damp. These houses are of various 
sizes-some being large enough to hold one thousand boxes of the fish 
on the stic~{s, ,,,hi Ie others will contain. r:o more than a fourth part of 
that quantIty. The largest and best fimshed are the most economical. 
Th~ business of smoking, herrin.~s is c?nii~ed mainly to the r~gion of 
whIch we are no,w speal~mg. ~he pnce ill the markets to whIch they 
are usually sent 18 sometImes rUll10usly low, and the fishermen are often 
deprived of adequate recompense f~r their labor. Th~ quantity ex­
ported, from the eas,tern part of Mame often exceeds eIghty thousand 
boxes III a year, while the average of ten years may be estimated at 
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three fourths of that quantity. Besides these, some thousands of bar­
rels ;Irf' annually pickled. The kind known among dealers as the 
gibberl herring, when properly dressed and cured, is a good article of 
fC)(Jd, and a substitute for the second quality of mackerel. 

Another sea fishery is that at the Magdalene islands, in which our 
citizens are allowed to participate by treaty stipulation. It has been 
thought tn be of considerable value as a means of employing Ye~~els 
(too small for carrying freight with profit) in the early part of the sea­
son. It has been prosecuted with various success. Our w'ssels yisit 
these islands in "spawning time," when the herrings are poor, and 
the quality, if well cured, is not such to command a high price. For­
merly, so little time and cnre were hestowed upon them that many were 
unfit for hmmm f(Joel. S,tlted in vutk, as it is termed, they remained in 
the hold of the Vf:i'Se! until her arriv(I t in port, where they were packed 
without being washed, and swc!terine; in all their impurity. Some 
masters and owners, to tbeir credit, hav(' always been at the labor and 
expense of curing them in a proper and wholesome manner. Of late, 
smoking bas been found pr<'icralJle to pickling; ::mcl wbencH'r the ti~h­
ery i" su('r:('~:-:Iui, many thousand 1",',:,'" are !"'nt to mrrrket. The seine" 
is in common u"c at tltl: l\b,U;daicnc islands. The kind be:'t adapted to 
tbr: fishery i" lmg", rcquirt·" "ome tWl'lltyor thirty men tl) lI1:111,lge it, 
and is c'lprrhlc ot r:nc:losiIJ,U; and hringing ttl the ,,\tore several hundred 
b:lrrf'ls at a haul. Capt'l ill It Fair, in ':tJlllm:md of her :\l;l.il'~ty's 8hip­
of·\V'lr tlw Champion, vi"i[t'd tll""(: i",]:tnds officially in ;\fay, 1 "':3~), 
,Illd :dler till' cnmmcnCCI1ll'lIt of tilt' tisllcry. He f()uncl the" qurrntity 
of }wrrill,U;" v(,ry great, excccdilig tbnt of any fiJI-mer YI'ar; and the ('x­
perlltr'''s :md pcr,or'vcrance of tilt' American fishermen" to J),.' ,. tar 
beyond that ofllw" cnloni,,1o'. "AI'llut 0111' hundred and fortv-,,[x ",Iii 
o(Americ:m ij"ltill,U; cwlttIOner", t,f ii-O!ll ~ixty to cigh1~' tons, ~nd each 
l'aHyill,U; >,,,ven or eight mell," were (·llg'I,~t·d in it, Ill' continue", and 
c:llIgbt "nearly S"VI'll hutHlred JI;lrrc\." {',wit;" making f(l[ the number 
:-;1;11('<1 "a pn·,,,umed product of one hundred thOU:3::tlld barrels, til" the 
v;due or OllC: hundred tholl,,:tllti poullds "krlill,~; the tnnn;(g" alJOut ttl! 

thou;;;1 lid, and tilt' numher of lllCIl about Ollt' titou:3al1l1." \\-hatever tbe 
sl; 11 [,;1 il',,, (,f 1) It' year in question, the :1 \'1 T,l,L:(' 'I uantity of herrings co.ught 
by our w·;;;w]" is not probahly f<,r1y thnusa11l1 l,arn,b; while the pric~ 
(t jilJl/lld ;;tlTling the barn'l-is quite fifty per cent., I suppose, above that 

• '1'1", mu~hjll" f(lr tlj(' mauufilctUrL- of "hohhiIH,t" i" eonneC'ted snffkiently "ith our general 
,ul'j"..r, to jIL,/'i(y brief rt'ler"IJ(',· to it. The first lIla~hine was pprl;,eted in the p'ar 1::l'(I, 
FrolLL a IIlinut .. ''''(,''llllt of 1 10 .. iun'ution tit ... 1:,ll'l\\'ill1; fiLets an' (lbtained_ A workman of Xot­
tin~ham, Eug:lalld, elllploye,! in llltlkillg maehiuery t,'r the manufacture of fi,hing-uer" seized 
upou a hint furnishCl! by II child at !l!ay, und diseun'rcll by that means a mode (If I, ,rwing the 
l·ohbiu nllt! l'1Irri":;<,, 'L' nul\' uR"ll iu the bobhill"{ mac-hine. At first, the in,ention was ,:on­
tillt't! to till' 1I1:1lltlradll ... • of ti,hing-nd" but \\'1\S fiually, and afit'r many failures, ('x[pnd"t! to 
the Jllttkiug "f 1"1">, '1'1,,· \,,,1,,,, or lae .. lWHlt' by maehin"ry thus intruduced is III1W imJUeu'l', 
lly rl,f")"t'II"" to til" Rtati,ti~s of 1c;:Il, it appears that, in seven t(lwn~ and eities in EU~lalld, 
tJlirtY-OIJ" tiwus..'llill 1','I'"OLJ' are employe-tl ill IllrLkiu/.(, and Olle huudred thousand women and 
(·hiltln·1I .. utain a eOII,i,j .. rubI... portiou of thdr suhsi.tence by embroidering it_ The quantity 
of "ottun )"I'll'li rl',j ! I'a rl.l' i, 2,-tOll,OOO PIHltlds, till' tlllnual manufllCture is :3lI,ii I ,111111 SIJlHlre 
Jartl", !WII till' lUlllual valliI' i" £ 1,.-<;.0,1),:.0, IUld til<' permuuent capital empillyt,,j, about 
£:l,OOO,IIIIII_ ;'\or is tllis till; the mRnutilcture Ita' be,'n extended to the continent, and 
IO,MOO,OI II I !anl". or auout olle-tbird uf tho 'luantity made in Great Britain, it is estimated, is 
pruducoo tltere_ 
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O'enerally received in any market in the United Stateg for the article or 
b h . "Magdalene errmgs." . 

Herrino:s filtten as the season advances; hence those taken occa~lOn~ 
ally by v~ssels employed in the cod-fishery on t~e coast of Labrador 
are as unlike those just mentioned as possible. It IS to be regrettc.d that 
.so few fat and well-flavored herrings are procured fo~ conS?mptlOn at 
home, inasmuch as a more abundant supply of the gzbbed fi"b, callght 
in the Bay of Func1y amI more distant regions in autumn, would doubt~ 
less lead to tht> disuse of the inferior kinds of dried fi~h, and render 
poorer and badly cured herrings entirely unsaleable .. 

In America this fishery hns evC'r o';cupied a suborclmate place. But 
some of the cities of Europe owe much of their present com merce and 
importance to the wealth acquired in i15 proseClltion. To rersOJlJs who 
are familiar with the ch(Jracter and rank of the mnss ofherrmg-catcher~ 
of' our day, an account of the mania on 1bis subject in England two cen­
turies ago seems almost incredible.* \-Yithout spn('c tor details, or 
t;ycn to relate incidents to show how vast were the projects, and how 
Imlgnificently rich were the joint stock associations, which were formed 
by noblemen nnd prillces of the blood-to CIItC/t herrings-I c;m only 
remark that the" opcrators H in timber bnds and corner lots of cities 

~ Fishing manias in Great J3ritnin IlliTe beel] fre'Jlwnt. "'e will briefly notice seTeralof 
them. To (,ollllW'nc,' no "~rli.'r, th"r(' was .me ill 11)17, when the Duke of Yurk, aJlld other 
perkor,ag"H of rank, wen; incorporated into a )1(,,1, .. nntl»,} tbe "CompaJO)' of thf;l Royal Fishery 
,,1' EJJc;lilll<l." This evrnpany seelllB to htive pctlrau,k,1 it, ('AVital in fitting O!lt "IJIl,.~"s," or 
,p",,\; lJllilt in Holland, and manned witb Duteh Lerrillg-catdwl"8, unO. to have been 11lined 
by the eaptm,· of a larf(" vut of their n-",·l, in a war with France, 

A secono. was in 17~1I, when two tilo,llsand of the principal gel]t\emen of Scotland formed III 

cOlllpally for the I'l'O"-"uriuu of tbt' berrillll nsllery. This was a time Ilot,'d jill' sp<?culatiolls; 
aml the i'-ieotch Compally-a lll',r;) bubble-soon burst, leuvillSl; tlHl shareholllere to moul'll 
.. vel' their fiJlly, -

A rbiI'd ''''('nrred in 1750, wllen a company was im:orporaterl with II capital of £500,000, 
"I' Irhieh the Prince of "\,,,1,·, Wfts )lr~,idt'llt, or gOn'ITllOr. His associates ",',-re a"I.Jl]g the 
lirst Ulen iu the killgd"lIl. (;cnel'Ul Ja'I"" 1 )s;lt'tl"'I1J1', the fuuntl'~r of the State of Geurgia, 
was " prlJlllilll'nt Illt'lllb .. r, !tnd, on delivering tlll' Prim", the act of iUCf)rporaHoll, matle III 

~1)Pe('h, wlrieb was published. The public l-xt'itl'llient wus int,-\l,t'; Hie stock w!\s su\)scribeo. 
ji,l' illllllt'liiah-ly; H'"",·l, IH'I''' built IIntl (·quipped with tll(' utmost rapidity, and artifices werE; 
r""'l't .. u to in order to lI"ct'l'taill tire Dlltelr mer.ho.l of euring tIle herring But tho project 
j,ti1..,I-aH tlle Earl of WillclielNt'a and sUllie otller lWt'l'8 vredicted it would-at the outset. 
The sIISI"'llsion of this cumpany WIIS very injuriuu8 to tbe British herring-fisbery generally for 
a c'-I"i,l"r;tble period. 

M"ll have be"II ruinetl in our own tjmf".' flll' indulging in tlw same visionary schem~s, 
III 1,~1J3, "''''II' English theorists or rank aud intlm-uce recOllllllt'nded a national fisgery on :II 

va~C ,ea].·. TIle plan WM plausible, bur. tOll I'lllllp]jeatl"d. Thl-S" gentlemen proposed" that 
tht'n' shoul(11", a grund lllltillnal l'orporntiolJ. uno.er the immediate protection ano. superiM­
ten,}ence of Parliament," with. 11 eapital s~ock of --, which was to be raise.} ill shares by 
Ule !Wllpon. towns lind 1'1Il'pOratllllls, proportlOn.-d to the advantages of locality unO. the amoulI~ 
of their trade and tonllage, and llU anuual dh-idelld of G p .. r cent. was to be guanrntied on the 
capital. • (j'JllVl'uicnces for shipping, "tHrdlOu8'~'S, sllCds,' &c., were to be • constructed i1~ 
}llaceB cOllti:'!uous to t~e bes,t fishilIg-?l'ounds.' ' A fl'e(' use of BaIt' \\'a8 to be granted to 't.lre 
llIllllagl'rS wltlrout IIny mt"rkn,nce "j tIre l'cyenuo officers.' ''I'lle fish taken antl C\lol'etl ' were 
,. to bf) eXt'mpt frolll all duth'R what.·ver,' and, • on the other lumd, no bounties' w~re '. to be 
~i\"·J1.' ' Fishermen. di~lIbled by lI"ddent, age, or infirmity, and the widows und.clIildren of 
Ii~ll' ':-lllen,' were' to. be provided for.' Finally,' the eorporation' Wl\~ 'to be author~ed to 
tm'pnse I'ules for the n;,gulation and discipline of tlle fisllery.''' 

As late liS. the year,l.K:!:> we bave similar pn0ects, (though of pri'lI.te cOmpaJIif'3;) 8ince, 
among ~lle Immense JOIllt-Bto~k concern? whIch burst during the cOll~mercial revulsion of 
that perIOd, we find three fishmg compa:lIles whose aW'egate capital (nominally) amount~d to 
the enormous SUIll of £1,600,000, or nearly eight millions of doHaliS. 
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under water, of 1834, were more sensible, as well as more successful, 
than these speculators of former days. 

THE HA.LIBUT FISHERY. 

The hnlibut fishery on Georgie',;; Bank is a nc\\- enterprise. It was 
commenced within a few veal'::; bv the adventurous fishermen of Cape 
Ann. Pursued in mid-winter, it i~ ~u: hazardous an employment as c~n 
well be im:lgined. 

While the fishery was confined to the coast, the consumption of the 
fish W;I'! very limiv'il. In April, 1",13, the ~orfolk Ht-'rald announced 
th~lt "Our market, yesterday morning, was enriched with a delicacy 
{i'om thi' northern waters, the halibut-a strange fi:sh in these parts, knl)wn 
only to c/,,:curcs and naturalists." 

The Sew Orleans Picayune, in }I:ty of the "rime ~-e~lr, contained a 
s!milar pnragraph. At present, the fish, Vlcke(l in l)()XI'S with j('(~, is 
sent sound and sweet, by railrf);u band ves,ds, tu the most distant :'l'C­

ti(Jrts of the country. 
V('s"i'is employed on the bank are a\i,.:('lll from port from six to four­

teen (lays. The a 1/('1"<1,0;(' caJch of halibut is Jll' Ill: I Jl" t \\-() hundred t(J a 
'1ess(~I, thollgh ,,(Jill(' ohl ;lIn doul ,Ie lliat !1Umber. 'flw \\-eight of the fish 
is from fifty to two hundred pound". 

For S()IIII~ time, (k;dcrs in j)o:·tOtl purchili'('(l, p;j('kl'd, Rn<l "hipped 
the fish rrlruost exclusivI'ly; but" coml';I!IY w;'" hll;dly t;mned at (;l()u­
cestl'r fCI!' tlw purl'ww oftr;lu';ilctill.!.!; this 1'''1't II!' 1111' l)u"illl''''', iI.'" w..JI a~ 
the otb(,1". Tlw fi"lwrllH'll, hn'.\·('\I'r, rc:-:ort i1,!2::,ill to Bo"I()II; fur this 
comp:my, ailer lo"ill!!: a l'ou:-:idcl'Ll Llc part (If their capital, rdill( I ui"lied 
their (/1':.:i:.!lI. 

The ga:owth of the fishl'ry has bc('n r<lpid. The number of Ye:;"..js 
,"Illploy(',) in it, owned at Glow:(',.:tl'r, \\'i1S thirly in 1~44; si:-':Iy-three in 
1 '-,1~; <lnd about S('\'I'l1ty-fiv(~ in April, 1 '-,6:!. The I'rt':,wnt fl .. d COll­

taill" many new, well-motlt-lled, and bst-:-:ailill!2: \'esscl". The \'all!(; of 
tlj(' halibut 1'''lI~JII in 1~')1 was upwanls of ,.:i:\.IY thousand dollar:,. 

TIll' earnings of the vc"sels scnt tn the 1)<llIk arl' generally ample; 
nmt the fishery is not prufitahJt., in COilS! 'quem.'!' of the extraordinary 
\\'(~;}r and t(~ax of s;,il" and ri,!.!,!.!;ing, and the frequent l"s8 of cables and 
,lll( 1101'S. More than all, hardly a Sl'a""u passe,.; without appalling dis-
1';\I'r". Whenever u w':-:scl is just on George's, all on 111):11'(1 perish. 

An American citizcll mii)' C( ,lltL'l1d, if lit' \\-ill, for the repeal of our 
blllllty laW!;; Ill' may /:tvur a low dut)" or no duty whatever, ()l! ti)r"igll 
~i,h.; 1)11 t Il!' is bound to honor the courage and the perseverance ot' tIll' 
!labbut ciltclll'rs of Cape ~\lIn, who, mid the storms an<l gales of it 
:lol-lill'rJJ winter, procure fur him the luscious /lapes and tiWJ which g3.r­
u.;:-;l! his bQard. 
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CONCLUSION, 

PUBLIC SERVICES AND CHARACTER OF FISHERMEN. 

The interval in our annals between the discovery and the settlement 
of North America is often regarded as a mere blank; and the opinion 
is prevalent that our fisheries haye no history, but such as relates to the 
quantity and quality of food which they annually produce. It may be 
'hoped that something has been done in this report to COHect these 
errors, as well as others whIch ('xi"t with fegard to our subject gener­
ally. We have seen that fishermen were the pioneers of British and of 
French ciyilization in America; that by their severe toils they taught 
other adventurers to the New 'Vorld to rest their hopes of success on 
regular and useful employment,,; that the intercourse which they main­
tained between the two continents kept alive desires which otherwise 
might have become extinct; that they persevered when all othel's were 
deteatetI or iliscouraged; antI that the arrival upon our coast, for nearly 
or quite a century, of hundreds of fishing vessels, gave rise to events of 
momentous consequence. 

In the course of our inquiries, we have ascertained that France was 
directly indebted to her fisllcrmen for the immense domains which she 
acquired in this hemisphere; and that the failure of several attempts to 
found English colonies at Newfoundland hastened permanent settle­
-ments in more genial regions. \Ve ha\'e seen that long before an Eng­
lishman had a horne in America, a law W,IS passed to correct abuses on 
our fishing grounds; and that, contemporaneous with the founding of 
New England, Parliament, after an excited debate, bflJke down the 
company of court favorites who claimed the monopoly of onr seas, and 
asserted the principle of ".ii'ee fishing ,vith all its incidents" as the 
right of every subject. \Ye have SI:'('n, too, that the strong and repeated 
declarations of bmith, the father of Virginia, that the waters of New 
England were richer and its soil and climate were better adapted to hus­
bandry than ,,,'erc those of l\ewfimndland, ,yt'fe known to the Puritans 
who ('arne to Plymouth and to those who came to Massachusetts proper t 

and had a controlling influence with other Englishmen whose thoughts 
were turned, by persecution or the love of adventure, to the northerly 
pa:-t of America; while it has also appeared that the founders and pro­
pnetors of New Hampshire, Maine, and Maryland, before obtaining 
these possessions, were interested in the fisheries of N ewfounclland. 

We have seen that the founders of Venice, and of the cities of Am­
sterdam and Rotterdam, were fishermen; that the same humble class 
of men gave the first impulse to the commerce of Holland and Den­
mark, and an immense increase to that ~f En,gland; that, previous to 
the development of other resources, the fishenes were the life-blood of 
our own commerce, not only with the mother country, but with every 
other people with whom we had lawful or illicit trade. 'Ve have seen 
that through all the wars and territorial and maritime disputes betwee~ 
France and England, touching their respective possessions in America; 
through all the changes and chances of our colonial submission, from 
its commencement to its termination; through the war of the Revolu-
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t~on, and the negotiations for peace; in the convention that framed, 
and in the State conventions that considered, the constitution of the 
United States; in the first Con~ress; and in the nC2"fJtiations at the 
close of the WLlr of 1.'312, the fisheries occupy a promuwnt place, and 
were often the hinge on which turned questions of vast impOltance. 

We have seen, that once, entire commullities SP(THed to belie\'e that 
no way to wealth was so sure and so rapid as adventure.s for herrinQ's 
and codfish; and that men of the highest rank, and of the most shining 
talents, accordingly, set their hopes and £Jrtunes on the c~H of the net 
and the line. \Ve have found that eminent writers on m<lt!t'rs of C()I11-

rrwrce an.d navigation, and st;Jtf:~men of world-,yide tilme, h;we de­
dar('rl that "the English navy became tc)rmicb ble alone hy the llis­
covery of the inexpressibly rich fishing banks of :\t'\yfi)un(lland;n that 
writers of acknowledged judgment have observcd, that" lly the ("od­
fishery in AmeriGa, the lWVy of Franc\.; lW(,:llll' , trJrmidable to <Ill Eu­
rope;" that our own stHU~"lfJCn of the rcyolutiol1<lry n~l CIIIISiclerI'Cl thnt 
we Dlso must look to our fishermen to man our n;IVY; ~lDel th"t a French 
mini:-;tr'r of the present time expres;:cd llw opilJion, -in l-::':Jli, "that \\1th­
out the re50urC('S whiGh were timnd in the" lilors enQ'l!!(,'\ in the fj"h­
erit,,;, l1J1'. (,xpedition II) Al!..!il'r:-;~ could not han' l:lkell 1'];)(""." 

The grate I'll \ duty of :-;I'e:lkill!.!' of llj(' p:1trioti"m ;111.1 puhlic ",'ryices 
of AlllI'rir::m fj"h(TIIH'U remaills til he IJI'Ifi)nnc'll, :mel will now I"TUpy 
our ;Jll('lltion. Thul, tlurill,!.!' tbl' wlHlI,' peri"d IIf our ('()loni:1l \,:I~~"l­
:Ig", dwy were ,'vl'r aru'Jl1,!; llw fon']JlII"t to en'"r tIll' ~hil'~ :tnd :ll'lI1ies 
furni:-;lll'rl hy the C()1()lli,':-; to aid }~nglanrl in lwr "lru,!!!..!I"" \\'ith Fr:llw,'; 
thCtt tlH''y wer~ cng:Jg"d in (,V'TY 5tritt, in Fn'nch c\lIwri,·,,; that they 
lie buril,d on ('\Try uaHI"-ground ill Can;"l:i :Ill!l :'\lJya ~('(llia; :md 
th"t tlwir n'lll:lill:-; wen' ("lIilll1ittpd to e\'('/"\' 0'1':1, :Ire (let" \\'lii,'h h:IVt' 
alre;lIlyappear('d.t I w()llld not rn<l,!!llit),-their exploit:, in tb,_' \\,:lr «,r 
hl'ec\!)lll; t(lr, as WI' ;!l1 kllllW, "Ihe m:lill'rl llimd (If t/to! "·:lr W:1.'; 

thrust int" till' ca:'wment" of our fltli,'r,;' IlIlll:"':-;, hi" llllJ"d-"I:lilJ('cl fiJlJt­
stt'\):-; \V,'rl~ in the st["('('I:-;, over til!' i1d.l", UjHJlI 1111' Ihn,,,hnld,,, :llld ~It 
t!J(' hC:lrths of our llJII{lll'rs;" hut I ma\' :'Iill "'''Y, til:lt tlj(' fi"lwfl!1en 
WI'l'!' drivl'll fi'om their cmpl"yment; th;;t they ":I'n' ;i1'-:"llt as "oldier,=; 
in tIlt' anny, a.llll :1:-; St';1111I'1l on IH):ln] Ill' the puhlic ,lllll priY:JI" ;n'IlIl,d 
sbip" c(JlIJllli,;,;j(Jnerl by C()Il,~Tt'S.'; th:Jt thrir y(',-:"...1" were .-:rrij'p,'rl 
,naked to tllC ma:,t:-;, and rottl'd ,It the wh:11'\'('" and on tbl' be:wllts; 
and t h:! t t11l'ir fiunilies, deprived of their usual meall'; "I' S uppllrt, were 
]'(,dl1<'('(l to (\(':'pair. 

The }I('op\t" of Plymouth cIepencled almost entir..ly for subsistence 

~ AIg'il'I'K was eOUlllIl'J'('11 Ii,\' the Fn'lwh in 1":\11, Wht'll A.1111'el Kader, wh", next t" ~Iehemed 
Ali, iK "t 1)1' Ul,,,t relllltl'kahle inllivillual in th" existing Uohaillmellau II urlll:' ""lllllll'(w'ol his 
puhli,' ,'an',,(', 

t Fi.<h"I1I1l'll fought th .. bnbtles of their eount.ry in remote rl:,;"K, Four hundred r,'ars befiJre 
th .. ('hri,tillll I'm, lind in the t.ime of "iL'inK, Plutarc'h 1'L~lat",', that in an l'lIg'''!;I'lll''lIt bet\\',~,'n 
til,. ~.\TiI"II'JLIlS lIud ,\tl"'lIi:tnR. "Not "nl,'- til" men from thl' ships, but the 'PI'," 1111)' from the 
li,l,illg-h""I,' t111tislllal\ barks, ehallengell tile .\tllt'ninns til cume lIut, allll lItlvrell thl'lll e,ery 
kinti "I' iu"ult. (Ill,' III' th.'Ke h",", IUIllied H"raelid"" who Was of Olll' uf the ]I(',t bmilil" in 
~yra('I1"', ad\'lIIu'ilJ>': tlill fIll', was' pursuell hy an Athellinll 1''''HI·1. and callie ,pry llenr bl'in~ 
tak"IL IIis 11111'1 ... 1'lIlli..t,us. st'C'ilJg his dallger, malle up lIith ten ~alll'Y" which were ullderhi:l 
• (I III II litl II I ; lIud orl.,~r'. in tear for Polliehus, advanced to support him, .\. ';'''('1' l'(lutlil't ell· 
I!llt,d, ill which tlte ~) r:(I'II.'a11S Wert' victorious, twll EurYllI('uou Iwd llWlllJers wefe lillleu," 
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upon the seventy-five vessels which they employed in the cod-nshery~, 
and thoucyh the difficulties with the mother country, if civil war ensued, 
threatenebd them with ruin, they espoused the Whig cause with alacrity. 
\Vhen the tidings of the bloodshed at Lexington.reached them, sixty of 
the"e vessels were in their harbor; the fishermen, supplying themse1ves 
with arms, marched to meet the royal troops, and by the time they 
arrived at Marshfield, their number, by acquisitions from different 
towns, was nearly one thousand men. The people of Salem and 
Beverly \yere like zealous: from the opening to the close vf the con­
test, they \Hc're l'xtensively engaged in fitting out and manning priva­
teers; and in a single season, despatched to sca, to prey upon British 
commerce, fifty-two vessels,* 'which mounted about seven hundred and 
fifty guns, and carried crews of nearly four thousand men. 

At the revolutionary era, Gloucester was a place of inconsiderable 
note; yet sixty-fin; men for the W-big army at Camhridge were en­
listed there in four days, and two companies of Gloucester fishermen 
shared ill the glories of Bunker's Hill. Upon the ocean they were 
even more numerous; and thirty married men, belonging to that town,. 
perished in the wreck of a single privateer. 

The privateers owned in Boston, t-'alem, l\larblehead, Beverly, and 
~ C\V bury port, Dnd other ports in Massachusetts, in the single port of 
New Hampshire, in Rhode Island, and elsewhere in New England, 
\\"l"l"l' among tl](' most efficient instruments employed to harass the 
cnemy, and their success had no inconsiderable influence upon the 
result of the struggle. It is stated that the private armed vessels oi 
the Whigs captured more than fifty thousand tons of British shipping 
in the year 1777, alone; while Curwen, a Salem loyalist, who fled to 
England, mentions in his journal, that Lloyd's coffee-hl)Use books show, 
that fi'om May, 1776, to Fellruary, 1778, the American privateers (one 
hundred and scventy-three in number) made prize of seven hundred 
and thirty-three British ves;:;ds, \\'hieh, with their .cargoes, were worth 
mor!' than twenty-five millions of dollars, after dC'tlucting the value of 
the propcrty retaken and restored. Omitting details, it may be stated,. 
on thc authority of other accounts, that from the commencement to the 
termination of the war of the Revolution, quite two hundred thousand 
tons of British shipping were captured and destroyed; that such were 
the lu:,se,;, and such was tIll' terror of the" rebel privateers," that the 
underwriters finally demanded, and the merchants paid, premiums of 
thirty, f()lty, and even fifty per cellt., to insure ships and cargoes from 
England to America; and that the mercantile interest became, at last,. 
so clalllumus as to render the war unpopular, and to embarrass the 
ministry in their measures to continue it. 

The scrvices of the people of Marblehead are entitled to particular 
notice. They were invaluable upon the sea and upon the land. When. 
in 1774, tIle ,Port ?f. Boston was shut by ~ct of ParliaIl!ent, they ten­
dered to thClr suflenng brethren of the capItal the use of their ,\"harves 
and store houses free of charge. The first actual avowal of offensive 
hostility against England which is t? 1;>e found in the revolutionary 
annals, is an act passed by the Provzncwl Congress of Massachusetts 

*" Chiefly owned in Salem and Beverly:" 
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in November, 1775. It was framed by Elbrid~te GerrY, a merchant of 
Marblehead, whose business depended upon the fisheries. It author­
ized wJifures ul!on tlte sea. .'Yith" it~ rreamble, it was printed in the 
London Magazme as a ~olltlcal cunoslty;" and John Adams calls it 
•. one of the most important documents in the history of the Revolution." 
\\:'"hEi " hoisted the first American flag?" and to ,yhom "the first British 
fi<lg ,was struck 1" are questions in dispute between the friends of clifE'r­
ellt claimants; but ~Ir. Adams confers both honors upon John ".',J:,nh-,* 
of Marblehead, who captured a transport having on board a mortar, 
which, transferred to Dorchester heights, "drove the En£fbb army 
from Boston, and the navy from the harbor." The fishermen of th{s 
town appear to be entitled to the same precedence in naval affilirs 
under commissions authorized by the Continclltal C, In:2'H"", since it is 
stated that John Selman and Nicholas Broughton were the tirst com­
m,Jwl('r,; appointed by Washington after }JC as"umecl the direction of 
afiairs. Another commander of merit was l\1l1,utord, \yho tOClk a 
powder ship early in the war, and perished in tll<' ('Ilterrrise. And 
Btill another was Samuel Tucker, who, successfi.Il beyond his com­
peers, is said to have captured more 13ritj,,11 gun,; and British seamen 
than Paul Jones, or any other captain in til(' "en'icc nf the tllirteen 
Stat(,,;. t ( )f the exploits (If inelividu;t1s (If humbler rank, t\Yo t ':-'::' mples 
must SUttil'('. In L7S:~ "three lads" ",;ere pllt on j,,1:lfIl ora brig at 
Qu<,IH'(, to he sent prisOlll'r" to ElIgbnd; on the P:I:"S;l,!!C they ,u:,ined 
PO",,(':-;sioll of the \'c"C'l,l and carried biT sait,ly to :'ILnbklw;,d, their 
lIL1tivl' town. The same Y{,;II", three other young ti"ItI'rIIl('II-;dl 
minors-prisoners in the British armed ship Li\'"ly, CIJflC'I'iH'll the plan 
of c; I,pt Ilring be r; and, illd ucing tcn other prisnnc r" to joill them, \\', '1'1 ' 
SI((,I'l',.;,.;tld; and conducting th(,ir prize tl) Hav;lfla, mad,' :";Ile {)fh'~r 
fi)r a hrg(' sum. 

For st:fvi('(; in the fidel, l\farhlehC;ld rai"",l one entire reuimcnt. It 
Ims Iwcn remarke,l 'IrtlJ\'''I~ "fislwrll1en "oldicr,," tliat, inur~J til btigue 
and hardship, tI]('y wel"!' not l'l'tlllced by "ickllC'sS or camp di",';;~cs 
<lurillg 1l1C war. '1'lli" n'gillll'nt t'olllpo,~I'd a part ill tl](' t()/'I'C of the 
illustrious commander-in-dlid' in his retn'at tbrou!,.!h .\C\\' JI'rSe\', and 
in the crisis of the vVhig C;lllO"l'. The Alllerical; army, l'IIllJpl;Sed of 
n'p'ulars and militia, harclly three thou;:and in l1umiwl', all1}1)st desti­
tute (If tents :llld utellsils tlH' cooking, l)ctcUy armed, nearly n:tked and 
bardi)t Ilcd, dispirited by los"!,,,, awl worn down by sufierillg-:", were 
pursu(,d, in l\'uvcmber and December, to the northerly bank of the 

"ClLpt .. Johu :'I fall I)' rt'l'l'in'd a nllml commissiou from "'aslJill,,roll. Oetober, l/i;~l. His first 
('1I1ll111llntl wus thl' Rl'hlll>llt'r L,'", He was subst'qul'utly in command of the frigatet; HlIucuck 
and 11",,11,', Hn died in Boston in 17~I:l, and was buried "ith distinction, 

t Captain T,,,·k .. l' took John Adams til Europe in 17i\l, Ou the passagl' h" fell in with an 
ell"III)" It was n"",·,',l to til(ltt her, and also that :'III'. Adulls should retire below; but Tucker 
slIon "1,,,,,1'\',," Ililll. with a gun, fighting as a COllmOIl marine, alld in tones of authority 
ol'dt'rt',l him to It'a,,' tho tll'ck. Mr, Adams. how",,'r, continuell at his post, 'Il'h ell , at last, 
Tllt·I",!' ""iz,'" him lind tiJl'e"ll him away, eXelllilllillg as he did so. "I am col1ll1lf//Uhd by tlte 
/ ',,"Iilll'lll,,/ / 'OIl!.!ffSS 10 carry yuu ill safely 10 Europe, alld I !l"ill do it ,,. If is IwlieH'd that 
Tuck,,!' 'n18 ItS III'a"e Il nUIII as "y,'r lived. Aftt'r the Revolution, he reilloy"a to the" Alleiellt 
1"·''''''1uio. " 01' I\rif<tul. :'Ilaill<', wher~ for SOIDe wars Itl' was interested in his old a"lI'atiun. 
11 ,. died a; ilri,to] in ] .. <;1:1. The go\'t'rnment, in their tardy justice, gram,,>! him a pt'fil"iOll of 
~,j"11 ,,1'1' annum a few lIlollt"" previous to his death, He was much respected, und r~c'.'!\'t'd 
"""tll'l11 gmtiJ> illg tukt.ln~ uf regllrd from tlte people of :'Ibine, 
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Delaware, by the well-appointed army of the enemy, flushed by suc­
cess and pantin a for a last decisive victory. For a moment, the ,,=, • 
destruction of W"c:hington, either from the waters In front or from the 
royal troops in rem, seemed certain. The heroic daring of the men 
who, perhaps, saved him, and with him their cour:try, is nowhere 
related in history. But HeDry Knox,* the chief of artillery, whose own 
services on the occasion will ever be remembered and excite admira­
tion, has clone them .iustice. After the peace, and while 6-en. Knox 
\vas a memher of the lc~islature of l\hssachusetts, an applic.;ation was 
mad.· by citizens of ~Iarblchead for the charter of a bank. Their 
petition was opposell. He rose and stated their claims. "I am sur­
prisell," he said, "that Marblehead should ask so small a privilege as 
that of banking, and that there should be opposition to it. Sir, I wish 
the members of this body lmew the people of }Iarblehead as well as I 
do. I could wish that they had stood on the banks of the Delaware 
river in 1777, in that bitter night when the commander-in-chief had 
drawn up his little army to cross it, and had seen the powerful current 
bearing onw:ml the floating masses of ice which thre<1tened destruction 
to whosoever should venture upon its bosom. I wish, that \vhen this 
occurrence thn·atcned to delj'at the enterprise, they could have heard 
th1.t di"tinguishcd warrior cll'tJl:U1d, '\V HO WILL LEAD us ON?' and 
seen thc men of JI([rblchcad, and Ilfarblehead alone, stand jorward to lead 
the army alollg tlte perilolls path to unfadillg glories and honors ill the 
achievements r!f Trl'lliun. There, sir, WCllt the fishermen of Jlu rblchead, 
alike at home IIpon land OT wutcr, alike ardellt, patriotic, and unflinching, 
wltellf'rcr they IIl1jilr/ul the flag 0/ the cUllIltry."t 

To remark now, that, in 1772, the tonn:lge of Marblehead was up­
wards of twelve thousand, and the number of polls was twelve hunded 
and three; that in 1780 the polls were but fiv(' hundred and forty-four; 
and that the tonnage at the peace was only fifteen hundred and nine; 
to sUite that nearly every able-Lodied citizen \vas abroad, engaged in 
the puhlic service, either "upon land or wilter;" to show from a docu­
ment presented to the general court of Massachusetts, that, at the close 
of the contest, there were within the borders of this single town four 
hundre(l and fifty-eight widows, and nine hundred and sixty-six father­
less children-is to sum up its sufferings in the cause of freedom, and to 
pron· that, as has been averred, "it was a mere wreck and ruin," 
when we emerged from the war. No other town in the United States, 
of the same population and property, lost so large a proportion of both, 
prol): I J )l~', as ;\1:, rbll'head. 

It is related that Nelson, on his return to England after the attack on 
Copenhagen, visited his wounded in the hospital, and that, as he 
stopped oppo:;;ite to a bed on which lay a sailor who had lost an arm, 

* General Henry Knox was a native of Boston. In the Revolntion he was chief of artillery. 
He held the otfice of Secretary at \Var after the peace, under the Conlederation, and the sarno 
plae., under the administration of \Vashington. His wile was tlf a loyalist family, whose prop­
erty was ~,onfiscated. T~e II \Valdo patent,". in Maine, formed a part of her father'S estate, 
and the Gcneral, pnrchasmg a large part of It, settled upon it, at Thomaston where he built 
an elegant mansion, and where he died in 1806, at the age of 56. ' 

t From a speech of lIon. John Davis, of Massachusetts, in the Senate of the United States, 
January 24, 1839. 
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he looked at his own empty sleeve, and exclaimed, "'V ell, Jack, you 
and I are spoiled for fishermen!" How many men of Marblehead, of 
Beverly, Salem, Newburyport, Plymouth, and of the tuwns on the tm) 
capes of ::\Iassachusetts, of Portsmouth and the Isles of f::hoals, and of 
the fishing to\vns and islands of ::\faine, who served in the war of lS12, 
returned home with an "empty sleeve," and" spoiled" for their former 
avocation! I regard it as strictly true to say, that without our fisher­
men we could hardly have m,mned a frigate, or captured one, from the 
beginning of that war to its end. Fishermen composed a large part of 
the crew of" Old Ironsides" in her two earliest victories; and I believe 
that the number was not much diminished when that favorite ship 
p;j,;,.;cd into the hands of Stewart and wnn her 1,,:,t b<lttle. 'Vithout 
going into details, it may be said that the men of Marblehead,* and of 
other places cngflgecl in the same pursuits, ,vere in almost every national 
or private-armed ship that bore our fbg. 

At prC'';C'llt it is affirmed, the official tables show that the num1ler of 
our li,;lwTllwn in the national service in C:1SC of war would be small. I 
ad[ljit it; and were it not so, and were not further decreClse to be ap­
prehended, llJuch of Illy labor might be spnrec1. 1t is hard, first to 
wound an important lJr:mch of industry, ~llld then to ClCTme it of inef~ 
ficiency; to till our sliip,;, pulilic Clnd pri\'atC', with fureign scamen, 
and dwn taulltingly show fi,!!lIrcs to prm'e bow ('ontPml'tihle tbe fish­
eries are ;1" a. means of supply. But I 1'lllllI'lid that ollicial ,;!ati,;­
tic,.; (,!TIl/iI'llIl"; or unsati,;j;lctory quite often) do not, m tliis mattlT, 
('()n\(~y t1w \\'hole truth. The t;lCt is, that hundrt'ds, II;I}, tboll~;lI1d:" 
\\'JHl fir,;! le<lrued to "rough it," in pinkies, jlf),~'iIS, ancljiggcrs, on the 
cu;",,;!, or in tlw br,!.,\(T d~I';s of V('s"l'l,; that yj,;it Labrad"r and 0"W­
fiJUlldhmd, have aiJ;lIldoned sUI'h crait, and arc now either ma';!IT:" 
liJ:IIi',;, or ,;(';tllWI1, of llH'rchant Yt's"ds. l\Jany other,:, n~tir('d \\'II<Jlly 
frolll tIll' ,;<'a, are to 1)(, found quiet ly st'ltk(1 a,; trudt'r,"; in ~ma1l1o\\'ns 
;d"II,~ the s('a-1HI:lnl, or arc to Ill' 111('1 with d:lily on 'Chal1~l' ill our prin­
cil';d cities. The )'(';),"/'1]S /i)r tlll'';' , ('h;'I',~I',"; ;11',' ,,]n'jou,;. Tlw l11"j't' 

allliJitious n mi intelligent seck to better tbeir c'l/ldition, while all per­
C('i\'/~ that tlwir employmellt is of but tju<,,;tionaLlt' rl'Pult', and of un­
ccrt;lin reward". It may hl' urged ",ith 1"n'l' that an :IYUl':ltioll in 
,v!,idl men are ('tlueat('ll to become ma:3ters of merchant v('s:3d:'<, ig 
eutitled to prott'ction (,)!l this ;1l'('Olmt alone, ~ince every gIJod mariner 
is a some'(' of strength Clnd we;dth to the country. To prf'SlTYC th(~ 
s/,!/IJIJ{-';/, tll "l)(';d~-in which tll(' busilJl'';s character of sllch men is 
formed, is an ()I~il'l,t of national concern, to say nothing of the irmnense 
bClldi.ts to be lit-rived ti'Oll1 an abundant supply of common seamen, 
Loth in p(,;Lce and in war. 

TIlt' question may l)(' argued still further. Every American citizen 
dt',;ir,'s a wik, and a home. ::\Iarri(l~p conduces to moralit,", and wise 
ruicrs in ('\Try age and country ha~e endea,"ored to proIi'wte it. In 
tbi,; [l'ganl, then, ll't us inquire what are the just hopes of fi,.]ll'nncn­
who relIt,('t-a:, uetermined by experience and byascertainecl tilCtS. 
A di,;tillguishcd statesman, in advocating the repeal of the" bounty 

"It is h,'lit"",1 thut IiI,' hUUI!reulUcu whu beluugeu tu Marblehead alUUl~, wert! released from 
DartulUur l'ri~ou at tlw 1"'Ut:l', 
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system," a few years ago, estimated that the common fishermen shared 
three hundred ,md thirty dollars each, in addition to the bounty, fo:­
three and a half months' labor. He was mistaken. A gentleman of 
Gloucester, who had been engaged in the fisheries for a considerable 
period, made an accurate calculation, by which it appeared that the 
average earnings was only olLe hundred and fifty-seven dollars for a man, 
and seventy-nine dollars for a ooy,jor five and a half months' service in the 
cod-jishery, and three and a half months' in the mackerel fishery, or for the 
u·lt'Jle working ymr 0/ lIine months. By adding the bounty to the earn­
ings, the share, per man, was increased to one hundred and seventy­
five dollars. In the proceedings of a public meeting of citizens of the 
same town, subsequently, it is stated that the average earnings for the 
ten previous years had hardly been ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY D0LLARS in 
a season,jor each man. 

In the" Memorial of citizens of Marblehead against the repeal of the 
fishing bounty," &c., presented to the t-Senate of the United States, 
March, 1846, the misrepresentations made on the subject of the amount 
earned by fishermen are thus answered: "And though it has been 
stated bef()re your honorable body, in support of an effort to repeal the 
:1 id and protection \vhich the present laws afford, that the poor fisher­
man earns his five hundred dollars for what is called" his three and a half 
months' labor," y!'t your memorialist:,; well knm,v that there is no truth 
in the assertion. The fishermen of this town, engaged in the bank cod­
fi-;)lCry, are usually employeJ fi-om March to November and December, 
from the time they begin the lti:bor of fitting the vessel for sefl, until 
they return to their winter quarters, being a period of eight months on 
an average; and your memorialists aver,jrom their own personal know­
lc~ge, that it is no uncommon oeCUTrence for fishermen to be thus constantly toil­
i.ng through the working portion rif the year, and not earn a single dollar 
(bounty and all included) over and abat'e their outfit, clpenses, and the ad­
t'llllees Jllrillg 111(:ir absence.* And it is thus that, in seasons of scarcity, 
it ofien happens that crews cannot be obtained by yesscls engaged in 
the business, except the owner will first guaranty that they shall make 
something (a sum to be first agreed on) in return for their labor, over 
and aboVl' their shares of fish, after deducting the outfits of the voy­
age." "It is true," continue these memorialists, "that in seasons when 
fish happen to be plenty, and a good market is obtained for them, that 
in such cases both owners and fishermen realize a remunerating profit 
for their capital and their labor. But this state of things is rare rather 
than otherwise; and such is the uncertainty, and, as it were, lottery 
nature of the business, that, in looking around among those who have been 

" Fishermen sOlJl<·timt's pursue their avocation when of very advanced age. A remarkable 
instance oceurred in 1842, when the 8t'ho"ller Elizabeth Rebecea arrived at Beverly with a 
full fare of fish; her master, Isaac Preston, being seventy-two, and oue of the crew upwards 
()f eighty years old. Thll ll1te L'l1ptain Andrew Harrington, of Eastport, Maine an excellent 
man, uscd the hook and line without intermission for half a century. ' 

Them was a jubilee at Ghent in 1841, in honor of a fisherman who had followed his avocation 
for fifty years; his companions repaired to his house, aecompanied with twenty violin and 
trumpet players, and after greeting the old man partook of a plentiful feast. 

In Wade's History of England there is an account, of one Henry Jenkins, a poor' fisherman 
of Yorkshire, who, born ill the year 1500, lived in the reigns of eight kings and queens, and 
died in 1670, at the age of one humh-ed and seventy years. Wade speaks MSO of John 
ChumberOl, an English fisherman, who died in 1752, aged ninety-nine years. 
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el1uogcd in it all their lives, they cannot point out a solitm"y owner who lza3 
bc~omr; uwtlt},y from the prqfifS if the fishing business alone, nor a oingle 

fisherman, 1(·ith a family depending upon him for support, who has been able 
to lay up, from the earmngs (1 th~ business, a surplus J?r h~~ old age." 

In If,,!S many crews of fishmg vessels owned In ]\;ewburyport, on 
settlina ,vith their owners, for six and Reven months' hard toil at sea, 
receiv~d only about ten dollars per month; and on this miserable pit~ 
tance they were to eke out the year. They had obtained good fares 
of fish, but were sufferers from the depressed state of the market. 

With facts like these before us, can we wonder that the more ambi­
tious young men abandon the employment at every opportunity? 
8hould we not wonder, rather, that any who seek to marry and to have 
hom!'s, and who are anxious to "lay up a surplus for old age," remain 
in it? As a class, their condition has been without change. Sixty 
years ago Fi.~h(>r Ames said, in the first Congress, that" the fishelmen 
are too poor to remain, too poor to remove."* 

• The report of a select committee of Parliament in 1833, on the British channel fisheries, 
contains InB,ny inten'sting facts touching the slime point. This committee was appointed in 
consccl'lt'''e'' of the pditiuns of British fi~herm('n, who complained of their distressful condi­
tion. '1'1", ",ommi tt,;c, aftllr iuqHirieR, which embraced the whole coast between Yarmouth and 
Laud's End, rel'ort",1 that the ohannei fisheries, and the intO']'~8t8 which were connected with 
tlll'llI, 11"'1'1' in a deelining "tllt'~; that" th,'y appear to have h'>CH gradually sinkiug since the 
I"''''''' uf 1,·'1 ;', und more rapidly during the tt'n y,'ars imllledilttelr preceding the in,estigation ; 
that tIll' ""pitlll elliploJ'"d in them did not yi"ld a profitable returu; that the nUlnber of H'ss~ls 
'"ld boat." U~ well as of lIlen und "oy", was much dimiuished; and that the fishermen's fnmi­
Ii,"" who Itll'lw'rly p&id rates nnd taxes, were then, ill a greater or less df'gree, depeudent UPOll 
the poor rllfj'H." 

'1'1", ""'I'll" assig""'\ by the c'omlldttf'C' f.Jl" this deplorabl,· state of things ",ern three: first, 
tli" illtpr/"n',H'" of I-'r .. ,,,,h fi"I",I'II"'''; """01](1, tl", 'I'tantit.1' of t',n·igll-callght fi,l, sold in Lon­
dOli; tliird, tit,· ,k .. n·Il"'· and ",'ar"it)' of fish in tl", "hmll"'l. 'With regard to tl,,, first, they 
Im,1 ,"'i,len .... that, f •• r a long period, htri\e fleetH of Frenl'h fishel'lllt'n had fn"'lneut",\ the CO!lst~ 
or 1~('llt and :-:IIHH"X, lind thllt th"y hnd grentl)' iune""ed in number siuec 1,"'1", ill8smuch M 
tlJ"re w .. r" "0 I""R than three hundred sailing out of lloul0Kue IIl"w'. Th,; French 1'I.',,"t.ls 
\\'I'l'e d,w!.,,·,·,j, i",I .. , .. ,\, to be lIIore IIl1nll.'l'OUS than the English n·""·j,, to be of lHrg,;r ,iz .. , ~lltl 
t" ":on}, !'r"'I""lItly, ,]0,,1.1 .. tli .. 1I111l11o..r of men, as w,·11 a~ to usp bdter n,·ts anel oth"r fishing 
/.i,·nr. '1'10,· Collllllitt,>e rllmnl'ketl, lilrtloer, that so disllst!'''"S to British fi~hel'lllt'n had been 
Fn'lId, iut!Jr!<·rt·",·(·, that while lllauy were una!Jle to earn a livelihood, some had been quite 
ruine.], 01' 111,,1 withtlmwu from th.· busilles~. 

:-;""h Rtlllt'III .. "t", it might Met'lll, wen' stlffieicntly humiliating; but the committee IIverred 
that r I,.. Fl'l·, ... h had 1""'11 in the hahit of lIleeting at sea boats frolll tI,,; Thall'''s and elsewhere, 
whi('h took the tj,rl'igIH"llIght lish to thll London lIlarket, when·, it is tn be infern:d they were 
sold a~ of tlw pro,III':" of till' British fisheries. This praetiee they cOIl'\emneci in str~ng tpnns. 
or tlll' thinl "aU~I' of distress, the eonunitte(' ('xpn'8setl the opinion, that the s,:areity of fish 
III th,· dUlllnel IHiS OI'CIISiOlllld by the grellt dcstructillll of spawn, contrary tu existing laws 011 
tJw subj"et, 

'1'" !'l'IIIt',j), tl",so' se,ernl"db, th,'.\, BUIU(cst",j that foreig1lers should not be allowed to como 
within a c"I'tnin t1istl'~I('e to be l're'e!'ilwZl-; that su('h fisherlllell be requirf'd to cont<nm to de­
lille,1 nil.! I:i!(i,j 1'111"8; lind that officers of the revenue, and ves8t'ls cruising upon the CO!l~t, 
"10uld b,: 1lI"t.I:",·t .. d to enforee willite",'\' regulatiolls might be adopted, They suggested, also, 
the r,·I'."IOU 01 .thl' "tatlltl" relative to the destruction of spawn and young fish, and t{. the "".) 
of l'artl"lI~lLr kll,dH of nets, lind the repl!al of other lll\\,s not specially relating to coasts wlii"h 
tJH'\ 1Ill'utlllUI'(l. 

'hi" story of I~ aggressions," whether made hy Brithh subjects on this side of the Atlantic, 
01' un the othel', IS always to he exallliued bl't"!'l' it is reet'il'ed as truth. In the ('ast' Iwt'OfI' us, 
~ in th,' "WilY t.a],·~ n·lllt .. d by the committees of the colonial aBsemhlie8, there i" sOllwthing 
to be ullO\\'I'']; lor ,t apI"'arR thllt the English WeTll "aggressors," also, on tille' fishiog-gwunds 
uf 1"rulI,· .. lit tilt' vel} 1I101 •• Cllt thut this report wus under the considllJ'ation of Parliamellt. In 
1,"'3~, 8a~:H 11 lIri,ish writer of authority, ~. A: rencolltre took place b"tWl'ell some Jerseyjis/ting­
bual~ ""nch '"wlII tl.e "'gilt trespassed lett/lin lite restricted limits of eiultt miles off tlte French 
WtUt, and a J'rcncll aTlllet[ culter, Oue boat was tuklln, and the maste; of another shot." The 
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Again: The fearful disasters and loss of human life are not. to be 

overlooked in this connexion. Our time is too limited for general de­
tails; and a few examples will serve to show why, in addition to the 
cause:=; already mentioned, " official statistics" furnish so few arguments 
in favor of protection to the fisheries as "a nursery for seamen." 

In 18:37 seventy-eight men perished, who belonged to the fishing­
towns of Provincetown, Truro, Wellfleet, Eastham, Orleans, Chatham, 
Harwich, Brewster, Dennis, Yarmouth, Barnstable, Falmouth, and 
~;ll1d\Vich; and in these thirteen towns nine hundred and fourteen 
widows were ascertained to be then living. 

In the great gale of October, 1841, the town of Truro alone lost fifty· 
seven men, \vhose homes were within a circuit ot two miles; twenty­
seven of them were married, and only eight were more than thirty years 

two go,ernments, Boon after this affray, concluded a convention, in which provision is made to 
a,oid similar difficulties. 

In this ,·"nuexi"n, we may barely glance at the condition of things across the channel. The 
sea-fishpries of Ireland are not or great importance; but the river and lake-fisheries are lucra­
tive til the "IVll('r" of tltp s"il. The herring and the pilchard might be l'1iught in many places 
on till' ,,"ast iu abuudanet', but the eutl'h of neither is large. 

As late tlB 1,~·17, It ,I<-I,ut" ""ellrn'" in ParlianH'nt on the subject of encouragement to thil 
Irish RI'Il-tiRIt,'ril'H, whf'll th,~ fo,lIowing til etA were elicited: 

":-;ir Henry \Vinstoll Barron moved for a select (·.ommittpe 'to inquire into the means ofim­
proviug tl", fiRheril'" in In·lllll<1, alld thpreby affordinl-( profitable elllployment.' 

" In the ten .\',~ars ending 1~:35, Parliament grallt".! £ 14:3,i~II to stimulate Scotch fisheries; 
only £ J :1,000 for Irish fish"rieN. The 8eoteh fisheries are the most prosperous in Europe; and 
it is a Illt'laneholy fad, that :-;,·"t<-It fish to the vullle of £60,000 is annually imported for the 
l'"nSlllllption of the poor r rish. (;"u'nllnent has established six curing-houses and two depots; 
there ought to I ... at least a hundr .. d curing-houses Oil the coasts. 

" )Ir. Labouchere agret'd as to thl' Il"l'l'ssity of encouraging fisheries in Ireland, but opposed 
the motion: 

" It is a mistak" to suppose that official eucnuragement has been the chief cause of the 
prosperity in i"('otland. Private enterprise is the real canse. There are two modes in which 
I!"r,mlllll'nt ma.\' a<lvllntageously interfere-by construeting piers, and by establishing curing­
Btnti"lls, The lat .. l!"I"'rnnH:'nt granted J':::;O,OOO-the present has proposed £40,OOO-us 
loans tor the eoustl'Ul'tion of piers. Curillg-sttltions ha,e been established at a eost of £5,000, 
with sueh go",j results that Irish fish is fast drb·ing Sl'oteh ling out of the market, and private 
speeulators ,'>en frolll Ellglllnd are beginning to turn their attention to the Irish fisheries. 
TIlt' iUl'feHse (If rnilroads and stearn navigation will afii.,rd a further eneouragelllent. As to 
in'luiry, Mr. Labourhere objected, that a committee eould only reproduce the information 
whieh is alr .. ady in their po~session. 

The Illoti"ll was supported by Lord George Bentinck, Mr. Hume, Mr. Montague Gore, and 
Mr. H nllson. 

"Sir Henry Barron said, that after Mr. Labouchere's statement, he thought that he should 
do injury mther than good by pressing his motion; and he therefore begged to withdraw it. 

" This led to a fme[ts. Sevel'lll of the opposition members met the hint at withdrawal by loud 
obj,·etions, The gallery was eleare(~ till' a division, .but n?ne t?ok place! and when Mr. Agli- . 
onby urgpd g'mth-men to sutrer the wltl~dmwal,:i\Ir. Disraell replied by a disclosure. Sir Henry 
Barron had sent to Lord George Bentine\i, pl'lvBtely, to request support for the motion as a 
p"rKonal thvor; and, accordingly, Lord Ueorge Bentinek's friends had taken care t{) 'k~ep a 
H,,"se.' This assertion was disputed; some members averring that during Sir Helll'Y Bar­
ron's sl'l't'eh only twenty-three members were present. Mr. Disraeli afterwards recurred to 
the ehargM, Ul'llllsing the Irish lllt'mbers of interl'Upting real and serious discussion of other 
suhj"cts by It 'flashy demonstl'lltion.' Mr. Labouchere imputed Mr. Disraeli's heat to disap­
pointment at not having been able to practise II little triek upon the government, and so U) 

place it in II minority. Apparently more augry than ever, Lord George Bentinck declared that 
the good wishes fi.r Ireland entertained by his party were thwarted by the Irish members. 
Nothing had really been gained by this' sham attempt' to obtain a committee. Sir Henry 
Barron denied that it was a 'sham attempt.' His objeet was to develop the opinion of the 
House, not to bring about a party division; and when he saw it turning to a party question he 
owned that he shrank from it. (Ironical cheers from the Opposition.) Eventually, the Ho~se 
dividod, and the motion was negatived by 73 to 22. ' 
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of nge. The population of Truro at that time was about nineteen hun­
drefl; the number of widows, one hundreu and five. 

Twellty-eight men who belonged to Dennis were lost in the same 
ga 1(·; of whom but six were past thirty years old, and nine left families. 
111 one (by, immediately after this storm, nearly or quite one bundred 
bodies were taken up and buried on Cape Cod. 

In a gale September, 1846, eleven vessels owned at :\larblehead were 
wrecked or foundered, and sixty-five men and boys perished in them. 
By this calamity the number of widows in that town was increased 
fc)rty-three, and the number of orphan children one hunclred and fitiy­
onr'. In the same year sixty fishing skiffs were totally wrecked at 
Trinity Bay, NewfoundlalJd, and the loss of lite and property along 
tlw shores of that island was appalliug. 

Between 1'):37 and October, 1852, my record C\',~hich is probn bly 
imperfect) shows tbat the single town of (Jlr JUCcsttT lost thirty-nne \"('s­
scis, and one hundu:'d and ninety-four men. In many cases every 
person on board perisllcd. 

Aller the memorable gn](' of Octoher, 1 "01, on the cortst of Prince 
Edward Island and in the Gulf of :--:t. L,1\ucnce, the beaches were 
strewed with the wrecks of Anwrican and Britj"]1 V('s~t'ls, and with the 
bodies of men. The exact number of those of both £1" go" who lnst their 
liv('s is hardly to he ascerLliw:d. But it is knO\"vn tlr:lt fifty iH)dics 
tlO;I!C( 1 on sll(m; within ;dJout twenty hours Ii-om the {'I ·s,..;ation of the 
storm, ill a distance oftwcuty miles; that nineIY-""~'Yr'n persons, bclong­
ill.!!: to fhirl('('11 American V(·s:-w],.;, WrTr' lemnel on different p;lrts o1'tllc 
CO;lst; that Ilpwards of (·ighty of our vessels were drin'n on shorc; and • 
that tlw a.~·.!!:n'g;II(~ l1umiwr of American fishermen \\'110 l'cTi:;lwd was 
morr.· than onl' hlllHln·d ,mel fifty.* 

It remaius, ill ('(mciu"ion, to speak of the character of t]ll' fisherman. 
It is said 1 11. It he" is credulous awl sLll'l.·rstiti(JUs." Admit tll;rt" Kidd'" 
mOlley" has been dug tin' in ('\,rTY dark nook of the cmi't, or talked 
al,out in ('V('I), cuddy; for a ('('1I1Ur)~ ,lIIel a halt; ;!tlll thathor";('-shocs are 
11;1 i I('r! U potl til(' tn;l sIs of fishin!.;-Yl'ssd" to keep off ,,·itc hl's; wila t then '1 
b II(' the unl!! onc \\110 has hn'u, or still ie', guilfy uf the same follies y t 

• ATII""~ thl' fi"h"rHH'1l of Europe similar diR[tsters oecur. In l,~:lti, ,ix fishing H'Rs<'ls bl." 
l1lllging tl> lL "illagl' or1 I he IliI) 111' Hi"'ay, FraIH·t·, fIlHl\II .... ed in a "lolt'lit stonu; and all lIn 
IWlll'd, '('I'!'uly·thn' .. ill BIIBd",,.. 1",,.islll·'1. .-1.11 IIfI"l'ting ""I'('1II0IlY for the repooe of their souls 
waR 1"'l'ti))'lIlf'J 1111111'1' Ihe di"I'(·tion of t Ir<' latl' CardiilUll'h'·\·l'nl';. 

Th" Olllwl\Y Vindicl1tur, lKI'~, c<lntaiul'll an ficcollnt of the lUES (If thirty.ih'e fishing boats, 
with "1'1'''' of frolll tin' til six 11('1''<>11'; each, lllllking a total 10" 01 lllure thun one hWlJred Ilnd 
H"\"'lIty li,h"I'lIWII in a single gal,>, 

An Englisll I'HI"'r, 1K'\:{, (letllils the i],·,tfllf'tillll of human life on the ('oaRt of Ireland, in 
.JlllllJllry of that year; 1'1'0111 which it appeurs that I"rty~"ix fishermen perished at one place, 
/lllrI 1\\"IIIY'""""1I at allothl'r; that sixt'·"lIwollleu WI'l'<~ made widows; that e1el'l.'n women, 
who had 1'I"'\'i"lJsly 10,1 ttleir hushunds, w('re depri,ed of support by th~ Ic", of sons and other 
rel"ri\·,·"; aud that fifty.eight childrl'll wpn' Il'ft tiltherless. In Deeemher of thela"t lllentioned 
Y"ar, "11.1''' II London IWw8pllper, "On SUIIllllY week sixtr~llillt· fishermen, who had been B~l\-ed 
from Rhil'\\ n ... k durillg th .. awful stnrm of the '2~t11 ultimo, publidy r<'turn",] thanks to Almighty 
(;wl, ill ('"olll"r .. 11111'<']'. )lortiollc Til,·)' all I'lIRt' when th,·ir names \y('r,' called o,er by the 
otli('illtiIl~ Illillistl'r, mal then, on their knees, joined in the beuutiful form of thunksgiting in the 
church HI·ni ... ·." 

t In ],"'2.-. tile Dlf<'],"'" de H"rri ,i~ited II watering place iII France, lind indulgt'd in sea­
buthiug. ~1L~\llltl'l' UlId fi8h wbich Were afturwunls taken from the spot were articles of im-
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It is saicl th~t he I'is ianorant." What thf'n ? If ignorance be ne';' 

cessarily despicable, thgn those who were called eighteen hundred 
years ago to be "fishers of men," were proper objects of contempt. But 
he is nut always destitute of knowledge, and sometimes retorts upori 
his accnsers. The poor fisher-boy Jones acquired in his boat, and 
hefore he reached the age of twenty years, the Greek, the Hebrew, 
Latin, French, aad Italian h1l1guages; and read the Iliad, and many 
works of a similar description, in the original tongue. In a word, his 
astonishing attainments in the darl,est receS5es of ancient learning 
were a kingdom's wonder. When asked his opinion of the celebrated 
Dr. Parr-who, in a long conversation, had attempted to sound the 
depth and accuracy of his acquirements-he answered that this great 
scholar was only" less ignorant than most men!" 

The fisherman is called" wasteful and improvident." What then? 
If to mis-spertcl the mere pittance of one's own earnings be a crime 
worthy of rebuke, what shall be thought of those who, born to ",-ealth 
and polished life, sport with whole patrimonies, waste large estates, 
dil' SIlls, and in penury? 

His rank is humblp; but sometimes he inscribes his name on the 
page of history. Bcukels, \v ho invented the process of preserving the 
6sh of Holland in pickle, and who, according to the sneer, caused the 
"Dutchmen's bodies to be built of pickled herrings," was a benefactor 
to his race; and the Emperor Charles the Fifth, accompanied by his 
:"ister ;'I1:1r.1:;:1ret, of Hung:ny, visited his grave and ordered a magnifi­
cent monumpnt to 1)(; erected to his memory. 

"'f:ts':;;lDidlo, the young fisherman of Naples, led his countrymen in 
their revolt against Spanish rule, and rose to suprE'me power more 
rapid ly than mortal had ever done before him; but, shot down at last 
wilhout trial, and like a dog, was dragged by the rabble set on by the 
nobles, tbrough the ditches of the city. In American annals, Phipp13 
and Pepplwll rose to the highest r"ank to which colonial subjects ever 
attained, and WE're envied and traduced in consequence of the honors 
b('~to\Ved upon them. In our own day, a Spanish fisherman of the 
name of Jel'-del Estango Joined the pnrty of D('m Carlos as a simple 
yolunteer; hut, promoted step by step, Was finally appointed to the 
commnml of an army of eighty thousancl men. So, too, the Count de 
Morello, whose f;lthlT was of the same humble occupation, and who 
himself commenced lite as a pauper-student, became, by the force of 
his talents and the circumstances of a civil war, the second general in 
the Carlist army.* 

lUenso valuf', and 801.1 nt enonnOUB prices. Indeed, those persons who could not purchase a 
Whole fish, glarllY possessed themselves of n few scales, or n .tin!' Thr \l'at.,!' where the" royal 
11I'1'8on" hnd iwen wa'herl, when bottled Imd om'red tC)I' sale, wns known as "BetTi lirine." 
J £a\-., fisherlllen, in any uge, been .gnilty of greater fully than these fashionable people of 
}'ntllce 1 

• In 1750, the clerk of the company of fishmongeI'l! of London, in nddressing Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, Illude the relllal'knble stntelUent, that, I, This compnny, sir, is famous for hav­
ing hnd Ileal' three score lord lUllyors of the city of London, besides lUlIDy of the lUost conside· 
ruble merchants IUld eminent citizens of it." 

It nppenrs from lUlother Bource that the fishmongers' company is one of the oldest in the 
realm, nnd that six of the lord mnyol'll spoken of were appointed in the spnee of twenty-fout 
~nrB_ 

Died, In 1797, Sololllon Southwick, aged 66 years. He was Ii native of Newport, R. I. 
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The fisherman is 11 privileged man. In the colonization of ::\Ias,a­
c:hu~1 lh, when every arm and every purse were needed for the public 
,kfi-ncc, he was relieved from the performance of militfln" dutv and tbe 
r,a yment of taxes. In the time of William of Orange, ,vhen the a.YeU12e 
to the royal palace of Holhmd was supported by a toll of every passen­
ger, he was excused awl exempted In war, and in the midst of hos­
tile fleets, he has been allowed to pursue his avocation unharmed. 

He is a grateful man. In the war of the Revolution he was d,e 
pri"oner of Nelson, on the coast of :Massachusetts. lteleased by ite 
young hero, whose crew were sick and dying of the scurvy, he c(ln­
vI'yell refreshments on board of the royal ship at the peril of his own 
Life. 

He is 11, patriotic map.. His services, as a countryman of ours, ;ll'fl 

i11 t!H' n;lvics ,,,I' England and Fratlce, have been related. ]n the rec('ot 
struggle for Eberty in Greece, he fled from th(' continent ttl the i,le!'., 
'iN Iw l'C he was f( Jl'CI1HJS( in rcsistill,:! the O[Jprc>"s()[s of his country. True 
to tbl; end of the contest, he g;I\(; his 1I0<l1s ;!lld \'C'~"I'l" tj'l'l'ly, and 
'without reccHnpc[J";C', tf) IIC' converteel into War and fire :":lips. 

H(~ r('lievl's di"(,re;-:,,. :,\J •. U1,£!(' Park, during his tran'ls in Africa, 
passed through many tlsl,ing yilbgl's, and \n>" kin(l1y tre;lted. At one 
tile dli(,r nl<l~i,;lr;II(; ,,-as rude and ~1Ir1:v. l';lrk "-:I':; \yorn and weary. 
A fisherman kindly rcli('\'hl hilll trom tlte cli{licultie,co: which "llIT<lunded 
llim, by transporting him to ;l distance tram tlll_' iuho"l'itablt' ruler, in a 
';:a:·lOC. 

H(, is Ill(Jv('d "t the sorrows of others. \\"ithin tIll' rccoll('dian of 
:llany pl'r.~()nS now living, Major Cawp\\t'U, of the Drilish anlly, "kw a 
hroth('s" officl'r in a rluel. The "l()ry is ;t lOllS! alld a satl (JIJ('. ,"":'uffiec 
it to say IH'IT, tlmt the l'xtraonlinary circurn~tanecs of the c;l~e '~(;('IJj( d 
to place tlll' l\bjor on a ]t·\,d \Vith ('Olll!\lUf) murdcrlT"; 1 kLl ) It' wng 
tried and contif'mnl'd t() die; and that great exertions were w;u k ()n 
the 1',lrt of his friends to s;lve him. Tlte agony of his \"ile W;JS t(ll" a 
rime illt('l1:':C. By wondcdttl .'x.'rtions "lie rc,.'(J"ered sufficir'lJt jiJrtitude 
to ('11:1111.· Iit'r to leave Irebncl ,lilt! to ,"'ct (Jut for L()lldon, to throw her:,clf 
Ht the t;,l'I of mi~i('s(y ;uld, implore llf'r hll~baml'>" lile. :'\U ;.il'aiill'rs 
then cm,;s. ,d tlte channel; and a gale of unusual "jolenc I ' intt'rruptl d 
'WI" U1"o,:.;n '''''' Ill!" illl the pad;;:et-vessd>" \\"t'l"C on the opposite "ide. 
«'1']](" (by,..; uf the being \ .. hom "hI' loved 1)1·"t on earth \"ere num­
!)lTt'(l. The storm ,,-as at its Ilt'ight; a mountainous sea broke into 
the harbor while a Cl"O\\-J anxiousl~' \\";Itched the progress of a fishillg-­
Loat, which, under Ck1S(· .. recfnl canyass, was struggling to beat up to 

HiH (ilther \I as It fishermsn, and, f"lIlm ill': tlie same busiuess, he IIssisted in the s.:tle of ti,h in 
tJu' mllrk.'! pIIlN'" ""'Ii],> thus employed, he artrudl'd the attention of Henry C"llin.', 1\ 

~'elllthy lind phiJIUlthropil' citizen of Newport, who, pleased with hi~ 1tctiriry, handsome vef'ou, 
11m] "prighrlill("H, took him fl'lllll till' tish HtllutllUld provided tiJr his etiu .. <!riun, anti tiJ1al1y t's­
tabli'/JI'd hilll ill cuwllll'rdlll hu"illt'""" But liS It merchant ~Ir" :-;IIuthwiek was UJllill"tlllJilrl\, 

and /JI'I'''U''' a "allkr"p!. H., retl'il'Y(,tl hi. fortuue, however, by marrying a dllughr.:r of ('"I. 
Joh .. (;,wlin.,r. witt! hlld beell governor of Rhode IslHud" In the Reyolutiou be 'HIS a whig, and 
l'<'rlilfllWII gllod ",'nil''' (II his couutry" A sutlerer by coutiuelltalmolley, his t'.rtwlI; was illl­
II"ire'" Il s<'('oml riUII', lind bis latter days were embittered \l'ith pov~rtr and nWlIy iutirmitil'"" 
II .. ,,'WIllman of tkcitl .. d Chafal't()f and talents, His Mon, Solomon i:'lJuthwi"k, of Xe',\' fork, 
Iu.w! born., Ii distingllislwd IInrt iu th., politiel! ,If that S~te. 

14 
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the anchorage." The hardy crew triumph~d over the wind. an~ the 
sea; and, mid the cheers of the throng and the caresses ofthelr Wives, 
they disembarked. "At this moment the wrrow of the lady ~ttractecl 
the notice of the crowd, and it was whispe!ed that she was wIfe to the 
uI;lmppy convict whose fate, even in that remote region, hD:d excited un­
usual sympathy. An aged fisherman st?odnear i- she asked" lfthe we~ther' 
was likelv to moderate?" The manner looked at the 8ky attentIvely 
amI sboo'k his head. "Oh God! he will be lost," she murmured ~ 
"could I but cross that angry sea, he might be saved'." Her words 
Wt'n' heard by the crew of the fishing-boat, who were securing i~g. 
moorings. '''ith one ("onsent tllf'Y offered to carry "h€r acr06S. "It l& 
m,lllne':;s," said the uld man; "no boat can live in yonder broken sea." 
But tlw courage of the noble-heartc(l fishermen WHR ullshak€n. She 
embarked; they ::'It part of a single sail, and reached the shore of Eng­
land in sal!,t y. SIJ(' ,vould h(lvt' paid them generously: they refused 
her lIlUIH'Y, and invoked blessings on her mi"sion. 

He is true to the law,~. Though his distresses were as- great a& 
could be borne, at the time of .. ;-;IJ,IV'S insurrection" he was not 
taintcll with the "pirit of diS,lfil'L"1ion; [lDd in some of the fishing tOWDf7 

tlwr<' was not a >,olitilry individual of bis calling who count(mancea 
rclJdlion ur armed ('ombinations to obtain redress for the real or sup­
posed gri\'vam:es of the period. AileI' the adoption of the present 
COIlstitution of the rJlited State>', he caused the apprehension of Bird, 
thc first murderer and pirate, who was tried and executed.· 

His witt-may nut be fitted to adorn the higher walks of life; but she 
IS ;1 wom;1lI in lwr affections ilnd sympatbies, for all that. It was a 
"fish-wUlmm" who carri(,(J Chate,mbriand 10 a hut, who waited upon 
hi;; want~, and to \yhom he O\v(,d bis lile, when sick, destitute, and 
about to peri.;:ll. So, \VIWll (~ifford, the critic, whose unsparing severity 
will not SOIll\ be t<Jlgotten or forgiven, was 1cwlorn and in rags, and, in 
his l!li~('ry, had c(,;I,wd to hope, almost to wish, for a change, the pity 
of li·;}wnnen's "lves, and their continual rehearsal of the story of his­
suflcrings to I.thers, caused his removal from a vessel to a school, and 
thus laid the foundation of his subsequent fame as a scholar. And 
who has not been touched at reading of the custom of the fish wives 
of Venice, 'who, repairing to tlw shores of the Adriatic sea, as evening 
approaches, chant a melody, and listen until they hear an answer from 
their husbands, who Dre guided by the s()unds to their own village? 

La"t of all, and mOle than all, tbe fisherman is loval to dut-r 
"Jeslls of Nazareth reigned in the fishing-boat from which he tauoht:'? 
The faithless one who betrayed him was not among the discipletwh() 
had ~ast their net~ in the sea of Galilee: he who took the thirty pieces 
of SlIver was II eIther Andlew, the first chosen one, nor Peter hi~ 
brother, nor Thomas, nor James, nor that disciple who, ever present 
with his beloved master, has come down to us as the one whoLll Jesus 
loved.t 

"In Maine. Bird's counsel, as tllis was the first case, endeavored to move the clemency of 
the Presid~nt on that account, Washington was inexOl"able. 

t The lake cf Gennesareth was the chief scene of t\le mi. aews. and preaching of our Sa­
viour. It abounds in fish of seveflll kinds peculiar to its waten. h the time of Yesplisian 
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The same fidelity is found in profane, history. Caius Mariu;;, as he 
fled from the court of Hiempsel of Numidia, uttered the prophetic 
word", "Go. say to the Roman governor that thou hast seen the exile 
Marius sitting on the ruins of Carthage," and, embarking in a fishing­
boat, was borne beyond the reach of his enemies and pmmcrs. The 
illustrious Pompey was overthrown on the plains of Pharsalict: shel­
tc[('d in the hut of a fisherman the night \yhich fr)llowed his ruin, he 
set ;;;rlil. on the morrow to meet his wife, Cornelia-and to perish. 

Tk ]w:1utiful Mary of :-:cotland suffered a decisive defeat hom her 
rehd lords: adopting the resolution of thrmving hersdf on the pwtec­
tion of Elizabeth of EnC!luncl, she cr()s;::ed the Frith of f'(Jh,-av in :1 

f,i~hing-b:1rk, and was s~;fe fi:om her own subjects; but the act was 
filtal to herself, ,md gnve a new and a strange coloring to the ;;;ubse­
(Iucnt part of Elizabeth's life and reign. The ktule of \\'o1'cc8tcr was 
lost to the second Charles, and he fled j()1' his lit;,; 3n(1 \\' ho W;IS more 
tTlW to him in his hour of need than the fi"hcrmnn T:lttf'fsal, who, as 
Iii' hore the bllen monarch li'om the shores of England, exclaimed, 
•. By 1 he grace of God, I will venture my life and all fi)!' him, and set 
biul s;d<; in Franc.e, if I C:Ill!" ;-:0, too, the I,altle of Culloden scaled 
the fate of Pr,incc Charles E<1\\'<I[(l, the Prl'tender, ,mel Iw ;i1,o fled: 
thirty thousand pounds wa;;; the price which tempted !Ilen to lJetray 
hilll; Imt II(' sougllt the Im1 s [mel bl)[lts of the" ignorant, tlic' C'ul'cr­
stilious, and tll(' improvidetlt ('la",~ of 1IJf'11" \vbo had bCTH filitht'lll to 
his d Yll:l',1 y, ;lnd elu(\, ,d the vigibnc(' (Jf his cnemir's.-
--------- -----------------
it. ''''('itJrw (h" "'Ilt of war. Th .. poor Glllileean, iu (hf'ir lig-ht fishing bOlltR "oIul'] w.t withstllnJ 
th" I ... ", Y barks or t.11" RUlllltIlA, IlM,1 w .. r(' overe"I11", IlUJ 1I' .. n' Rlauglw'r",! by th"ll'''IH]', "The 
blut' WIlI,'rR of ti" .. whol .. 11Ilw," say" It lJ'"storian of the ,1,,11", .. W('fI' ting .. J with bl"".!, und its 
('lellr "urli",,' ('xh"l"d Ii))' Rl'\, .. rul .lap Il fceti.J ,t,'alll, Th,' ,hon', w,'r,' ,tn'wlI with the Irr",'k, 
of )mat.s alld "Wul\1'1I 1)H(li," thai by rottiug in th .. slln. :nul inf",·t .. u the air till th,' """'1'1\'1"01"'3 
tll"lus,'''''' "hrunk frolJl th., ,'lIiTts (If th"ir own barIJ:Jrities." 

iiir '1'1111111"" Broll'n, .. uu Engli,h pitYKi"i:1Il (If ~n'ut tume ill his time, who die .. ] in II;~'.!, wrottJ 
a tr:J1't ('lItitkd" A lett,'r on th .. nsh.,s "ntc>u hy our iia,i'Jur with Iiis Jis"il'l.', ",r,.'r his r,'sur· 
r.'elioll frolll tIl\' .1",,01," But thiM tn'lIti,,,, relllllrkN hiN biographer, .. is unsuristil('rory in its n'­
~ult. IlS II]] tbe illtiJl'llllltioll thllt dilig"Il.·" or leurning coulu slIpply eUIlRista iu 1111 cllllmerutiuu 
of Iii .. /isl,.., I'roJUI, .. tl ill th .. wat .. r, or J,Hl,'il." 

Till' tmn.!l, of mod,'rn tillles l'outaiu ROlUe infi.mlation which l"I'ht,'s to 'JlIT subject, .. In 
tho dirl.I' tOln! of Til",ri,,"," says Elliott, in J,'"':;'"', .. \\'lll'n' Christians nnd .T.,\\',' arp ban­
ish .. ,) to a diAtane" from tlll'ir mUAsuhnnn Jonls, Il church, with an an'h,'a "toile roof in the 
f"rlU of a kilt lI]>sid,' down, ("'rl' .. tll:Jt.'s th .. memory of the house o<'cupi,',1 hy ~t. Pet".; or, 
WI u[ll>'rs lI1Uilltaill, of the sl'ut wh,'r" .he tli"'ip\t-, ""ll\"'),"'\ [" the shurt," the lIliraculouR 
dmll~ht of n.hes," Again, "'ys the ,,(Ill.' tra",'II.'r, on th., NlwrL' "f (;1I1ilee is the ,ilia" .. of 
)",jdal. whieh gil\"(' its naill.' to ~[ar)' ;\lug.ltllelw, ll.IlJ was the 'IJUt whither our ~a\iOllr w­
til',"! artl'l" the miracl(' of the loa\'es and nshes." ('u the lILwtheru ('''tn'mit, of the lake he 
('11111" to a .. lill"" of ruinw called Tabghoorah, whieh mark the sice of an allcient town. The 
ollly tu,li,'uti,,,,, of life aTe a mill and a f,'\\' huts Illude of rush":,,, "p(,Hpi .. Ll lJ)' two "r thr"e 
li,jJt'rJlH'U, Its l""iliou point.' it "lit as /In "Ii),:ihl,' nshing place; and such is the imp"rt (If the 
""rll lk(]I'"iJII, whi .. h .-it)', if ntlt situllte 011 this spot, could not ha,e b,'en ,err tilr ulf. Here 
w<' lla](",f, and fI''lUI'HlI'J tfll' te!lllllt of one of the huts to thn.\\' in his liue anclll't liS taste the 
I'r",\ul'" Ilr t hI'. sea. In a few minntes !'Ill'h of us was presl'utell with n fish broiled on a plate 
of iron, ul'eorLilllg to the cnstom of the l'lluntry, alld wrappeJ in a larue flat wafer·like cake, a 
f""1 ill ,liulIlt't,'r, of whi,,]' olle WaS spread as a tahle-cloth, and two ;thers SPITed ItS napkins, 
Thus WI' Ulade It repust, on the banks of th" sea of Tiberias, of what was almu"t literally 'five 
loall'8 IItHl two slulllllisllt's.''' 

From t h., villageA of ~lount Lebanon, and froUl points far above the beJ of the sea, Elliott 
procured li.ssil "hell'nsh, and a bos "f fish found imbedded in lime, 

• Th,' li,I,,'mwn, liS a class, weTe, I Suppose, loyal to th,> Stllurt" Renders "f English 
hiRt"ry, tUtd VllniclIIllrly "f diuril!s and lettN~ of thtl seventeenth century, urrive, probably, 
Ilt I hI' sume eouelu"i"lI. 

It WILl! Ilai<i. in WOO, After the Restoration, by the royalists, thllt during tho time of " Red-
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My task is finished. I ha,:e traced, with a rapid hand, the outlines 
of the civil, statistical, political, and diplomatic history of the principal 
American sea fisheries, from their origin to the present time. I have 
endeavored to be careful in my authorities, and accurate in my state­
ments. That, however, I have sometimes arrived at erroneous concIu· 
sions, is probable; and that I have occasionally misapprehended facts, 
is almost certain. In the performance of such a duty, some mistakes 
are unavoidable. I have spoken earnestly, and, permit me to add, 
honestly, in behalf of a great branch of national industry. 

My case is so like that of the renowned "John Smith, Admirall," 
that 1 cannot forbear once more to quote his words. "But because," 
said he, "I speak so much of fishing, if any take me for such a devout 
:lisher as I dream of nought else, they mistake me. I know a ring of 
gold from a grain of barley as well as a goldsmith; and nothing is 
here to be had \vhich fishing doth hinder, but further us to obtain." 

1Wscd Noil," as Cromwell was called, the fish forsook the selll! in very disgust at his wicked 
rule, and one of them, in rejoicing o><'r the return of Charles, declares that "our mischiefs 
began with tumult and "<,(!itioll. and we are restored to our former felicity with miracles; that 
th" s('a-l'(),,"t, famous for fishery, was barren since his Majesty went from Scotland to Worces­
ter, insomuch that the poor meu who subsisted by the trllde were reduced to go a begging; 
but that now, blessed be God, since his Majesty's return, the seas are so plentiful that in some 
plaoes" sole W('fl' eyen used to dress the land; "an argument," continued the pious monarch 
i.,t, "sufficient to stop tho black mouths of those wretches that would have pereuaded the peo­
p:0 that curses were entailed upon the royal family." 
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PART IV. 
HL';TORICAL VIEW OF THE CONTROVERSY AS TO THE IXTE~T A:"l) ~1EAS­

DiG OF THE FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CONVENTIO~ OF l~l", 

The documents"" submitted by the President, in ans\"\-cr to the reso­
lution of the Senate of July 2:3, 1852, embracing as they df> the able 
and spirited defence of our rights, by '\Ir. Everett, never bCD)[e pub-
1i,.,1](;<I, as well as several other papers of intcrest, afford mue]! valua,bIe 
inliJrmation. But yet, it is apparent that our archives are ,.;ingularly 
ddi(,j(~nt in tlocumentary evidence to S]IO\V both "ide:) of the contro­
v(~rsy as it really cxi:-;b. We have already seen that the l(l,\,;ili,;t,;, 01: 
"tori(',s," opposed an!) stipulations wJlat\~VCr, at the rW<lCC (If 17'):J, and 
WI; are now to find dWl the princip;ll C;;lUse of our tlilliculties ,.:inee that 
tilClc-whcther l':l~t or present-on the question of tl'L' fisheries, is to 
lw t[1 I(' I :d to tlte same source. 

At tile dos(: of t!J(~ Itl'volution, justicC' :md !,!ond ],(11 icy both re(luired 
of our J:ltllcrs a general amlJ('~ty, awl the rc\'ocatillll oj' the luws of 
di~:d)ilily :ulIll):lllisIJlII('llfj ~() tlJ:lt Ii/! auberellh of the cr(l\\'lJ who de­
sin'd, IlIil!ht Iwcome AmcriC:J11 citiz('ll-:. ln~t('acl of this, howeycr, the 
i-'1 ;Itc IC',~i"l;lllIres, gC:IJI'r;dly, (,Ollt illut'd ill a ('()ur.-;(' of hostil,' actiun, 
and In~illl'tl the COI1:;!'iclltioilS il.llU thc' pm!', :lIlri the unprincipl('cl aod 
('lIrrupt, with tile sallle indisniminati()ll us till'.\' had dun(' durinQ tbe 
:'lrll,Qgl(~. The toril~s WI'IT ruirJ('11 :llId hUllIl)]c,(l mell. ;\III,.:t uf tlWlll 
wIJuid have easily fitlklJ into r('s!ic'd !(J!' the 1lL'\\" stal!' of thill,l!~, old 
f/'ic~1I(Isllip8 all(l illti'll:lci\'s W(lll].! lIu\'(' 1)l'l'1l j'('vi\'ed, ;IIHllouQ Ill'liJl'C 
tllis time all would have mingkd in one ma~s; hut in slime p:lrh of 
thc; United ~liltc's tll\'n~ SCc'nb to have blTI1 a d,'fermillillion to drin' 
tlJl'IIl fiolJl tl/(' ('oll1l1 ry ut all h:lzards, as IIlI'n llll<1c-:\TyiuQ of human 
SYIlIjl:lliIY, i<:n"'luaily , popular incli.Q'nation dillJinished; the statutr:­
bO(lk W;18 divl'slc'd ot its fl)o,.:t \ll:ic'ctionablc C'1I:j('1111C'111s, awl numbers 
WcT(' ['l'rmiu('J to cwc'upy their old home,.:, and to rc'c',)Y!'r the whole or 
a part of tlwi!' prop('rty; hut 1,), br tbe grc'at\'r p;u-t iii the l(lyalisls, 
\\'\tlJ quilted tbe tlllrkctl ~til«''; at the C'llmmenecnwnt of or during the 
war, lll'\'l'r rcturned; ;tnU uf the Ill,Ul\- thnU';:IIHl" Willi abandoned their 
;l:lli\',' land at the l't~:lI''-', and \Yhile i[wse enactments were in force, 
fi'w, comp;lrativdy, had the wish, or e\,('ll the means, to ITyisit the 
COlllr1,ry li'olJJ WitiC:[1 they Wl're ('xp"lled. It C<lUDot be denied, and \\"(' 
01' thiS ,Q('IJ('!';ttilln should admit, that our t:lthers dealt harshh' with 
II1:111}, ;tnd lll~justly with ""Ilj(', of their op'ponenl~. Indeed, \\~h(ll'\'er 
\' j ,~i I~ 1'1<' ,: riti"h CI IjUll i ('S wiIJ hI' enD yinced that persons \\"l're d 00 rr: ed 
to IllISIT.\" who \Ye')"t' as true In heart and hop,' as \\';IS \\":t"llinglon blln­
sdf; t1WI, ill the di\'i"inn,; of families \;-hieh enn-\\-hL'rc \)('('urrc'cl, Dnd 
w hieh I; lI'llJC ,d nlll' of the most distrL'';'' ing l'ircuu;st;llll'C'S of the conflict. 
tlll'/'" \\'e'/'I' \\in',; and daughtn,; who, aCltholwh bound to lo\'ali"b uy 
tlfl' Jlllliest til''':, Iwd .!.!iY('lI their "YlJJjJ:lthies t~':' tbe' \\hi!.!s fi-oin the be-

• l':'(~~uti,e DOCllillunt, ~o, lUU, 
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ginning, and who, in the triumph of the cause which had had their 
prayers, went meekly-as woman ever meets a sorrowful lot-into 
hopeless, inter'.l1imble exile. It is to be lamented that be.tte! ~ounsels 
did not prev;ul. Had New York, Massachusetts, and VU'glma espe­
cially, been either merciful or just, transactions which, in ages to come, 
will be wry likf']y to put us on our defence, would not stain our annals. 
The n;lluple of ;-!()uth Carolina should have been followed by all. As 
it W;IS, whigs whose gallantry in the field, whose prudence in the 
cabinet, and whoO'!' exertions in diplomatic stations abroad, had con­
tributed essentially to the suece~s of the conflict, were regarded with 
('umity on account of their attempts to produce a better state of feeling 
and more humane legislation. 

As a matter of expediency, how unwise was it to continue to per­
petuate the opponE'lIts of the Revolution, and to keep them a distinct 
class, for a timc', and for harm yet unknown! How ill-judged the 
measurL's tbat caused them to settle the hitherto neglected possessions 
of the British c[(l\\"n! N()va :-;cotia had been won and lost, and lost 
and w()n, in the w:lrs 1>et\\"('ell France and England, and the blood of 
New England had heen poured upon its soil like water; but when we 
drove thousands and tens of thousands of our countrymen to seek a 
refug(~ there, what W<lS itt Befixe the war, the fisheries of its coast­
it)r the pru,;ecution of which Halifax itself was founded-comprised, in 
public estimntion, its cbief value; and though Great Britain had quietly 
po,;O'ess('(l it te!!" ;tbout "(,Vt'llty years, the emigration to it of loyalists 
ii'om the Cnit<o(l ~t:ltcs, in a single year, more than doubled its popl:]la­
tion. By callO'ing the expatriation, then, of the adherents of the British 
crown, among whom w('rl' the well-educated, the ambitious, and the 
well-versed in politics, we became the founders of t\\"o British colonies. 
fi)l' it is to be r('ll1cmbered that .\"c,v Brunswick formed a part of Nova 
Scoti,t until i 7:-:;4, and that the necesi'ity of the dIvlsion then made 
was of our own creation. In like manner, ,ye became the founders of 
Upper Canada. 'I'll(' loyalii'ts of our Revolution were the first settlers 
of the territory thus denominated by the act of 1791; * and the princi­
pal object of 1he line of di\"ision of Canada, as established by Mr. Pitt's 
act, was to pIan' them, as a body, by themselves, and to allow them to 
be governed by h\ys more congenial than those which were deemed 
requisite for the :-ill])I mlination of the French on the St. Lawrence. The 
governmcut for ~\Vhich tllc), had become exiles was liberal to them; it 
gave t,hem buds, tools, materials for buildings, and means of subsist­
ence ior tw() y";m<, <IntI to (';1ch of their children (at the age of twenty­
one) two hundre(l acres of land. And besides this, of the offices 
created by the organization of a new colonial aovernment, they were 
the chief recipients.. b 

Should it be replied that Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Canada 
West, without aC('l'O'simls from the United States, would have risen to 
importance ere this, I answer, that there is good reason to doubt it; 

.. It was in a debate on this bill, thltt Fox and Burke severed the ties of friendship whiea 
hrul existed between them for 0. long period. The seen.e was oue of the most interesting that 
had ever occurred in the Hou.e of ComulOus. Fox, overcome by his emotions, wept aloud. 
Burke's previous course with regard to the ~-'rench revolution had rendered 0. rupture at SOlli$ 

time prubable, perhaps certain. 
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~ausc, in the first place, of the many thous1nds who annually come 
from Europe to America, but a small proportion land on the shores of 
these colonies, and because the most of those who do, soon leave for 
.. the States," notwithstandi.ng the inducements held out to emigrants 
by the colonial and home governments to settle on the telTitories of the 
crown. But were it otherwise, the force of the remark is in no deQree 
diminished, for the obvious reason, that, had we pursued a wise course 
at tbe peace of '83, people of American origin would not have become 
ol1r rivals in ship-building, in the carriage of our gn'at staples to Eu­
rope, in the prosecution of the fisheri('~, and in the production of wheat 
~llld other breadstuff.,. Nor is this all. \\'e should not have had the 
b;ltrcd, the influence, and the talents of persons of loyalist descent, 10 
t'()[ltend <Ig;linst, in the long and vexed contrm'f'I''':Y relative to our 
northeastern boundary, nor continual difficulty about, and upon, the 
fishing grounds. It is to be observed, moreover, that the operation 
of these eaus(~,,, has been, and will continue to fw, no "li,!..:llt oh"tade in 
the way of acUusting such questions, since the children- and kinsnwn 
of the loyalists (wve no inconsidcr;dd(' shrlre in (j,.tcrmining colonial 
",lIuncils, and iu the sh:lping of [(.'mrlll,.:t [:111('(''': <111(1 representations to 
the lkjti~',h ministry. And w!J(wyc'r t;lkes into vi('W the tilet that the 
f;llffiTill(!> ;llIrI s;J('rifi('I's of tIll' btlwr" Hre wi'll renH'lIilll'rec1 hy the 
,lesr;('n~lants, and tha.t, under the monrlrchical torm, III Ted it;Jn' (l(~.;c('nt 
of oliici;ll ":l;lIi()(] i" very ellllllllon, will a!..:'r('(' "'ith me ill the bclid~ 
111;11. ('vi]'; li-UJII this SIII;IT(' ;11'(' fir ii-om ill'illQ" <It ;1fI ('oc1. There arf' 
f'till llio,.:<, in tlJ(' culonie,.:, who, rcmcrnberill:! (1111\' that tllI'V art' r1e 6

. 

~('('nd('d li'olll IIII' ('xiled IW':(T": in the r('\'ulllti()n;Il'~' strite, \\'(;uld keep 
aliv(', and pl'l'pl'tlW (r' f;-w ,!.!/'lH'W1ions to come, the dissen"ions of the 
p;ISI; hut tlll'ir t1lHnl)('r, we m<ly hllpl', i:-; r<lpidly climinisilill(!. Til ('X­

telld ;Irlrl '':In'll,(!t1l('n 1/](' coYlIlj);Jthies (II' human brotherhood i" a 
Cliri":1ian dUly; ;llId to tlllill' kin":JIlf'Il, who W(,(,(' SCYIT(,rl by (\'cnts 
wlti('" dj~lIJ('lId)('rf'd an "lIlpire, is a work in \\'IJich all Illrry 7/111(1 cn­
,t:",!..:'(', wiillout illclII'rilig tbe rcpru;lch of disluyalty on the 0111' hand, ur 
(If' till' w;1I11 of patrioli":lll on the IIl1J1'r. 

Thc:'(· remarks ('xpbin, and ac('ount t~)l', the pertinacity nf the colo­
nist,.:, awl S(T\'(' til inui('at" that t/tcy, and not till' British government, 
;11'(' the 1'(';11 party oppn~ed til 1I" in thi~ l'ontr(l\'l'rsy. .\,.: \H' pr()gr('~s 
in our iU'llliric,.;, \\'L' sha 11 find a blind ant eyidt'lli 'c to show. th:t t Engb nd 
11;1": \I1m'l,d with gn';I1, with avowed reluct :JlIl'e, a!..::linst us; and 11(;lt 
'\\'hiJl~ till' colouic,,, ()f Canada, Princ(' Echyord· Island, and l\ew 
Bru!1!'\\,id., ha\'(~ J"I'mained almost illclifft'rt'llt. do\\'n to ;1 vcry n'('('nt 
d"y, l\()\';1 ~l'lIli:J, OIl tl((' ('lIlItr:Jry, has pressed the su~ject of :. Ameri­
(;;In :t!..:?I'1::-;';lllll."" lIP')1I th~ attention oj' the mil1i~try, with hanHyan 
llll(TIlIl":";lon, for:J term of ycars. The last named c01011\', it ma\- be 
I)('rtil~(,"t til Ob:::(T\'(" maintains ('xtrc111e opinions upon'lIf! p:)li'tical 
'll~""rl(ln~, ~l('malldillg ('olll'l'""i(JlI<; :lnd pri\'ileges entirely il1('ol1,.:is~eIlt 
\\ If!l ('ollll11a 1. clq)('lIdl'lll'C', a.nd ass! 'rtill,!! and insisting on doctnnes 
wIllch /10 whip of our Hc\'olution, in his loftiest mood, en'l1 Sf) much 
",.: \\TIII(' or ":J>lIk(, to hi" lJlll:.:t cherished fi'iend; as tlw letters of the 
IIl1n • .TOl~('ph H(I\\'l'1<1 Lord John HlI,.::.:dl, iu lS-lG, and the coun;e of 
the ., Lilwr;d,-.:,"!..:','rH'rally, pro\'(' heYliud dispute. 

,...:., lilli' well-informed. persons ha\"c ('xl'rt':;sl'cl the opinion, that, until 
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within a few years, our fishermen have had no cause to complain of 
their colonial competitors. It is not so. Those who consult our state 
papers will fino, that, flS early as 1806, the inhabitants of the counties 
of Barnstable and Plymouth, Massachusetts, who stated that they pro­
cl1red their liveliho()(l by 6shing, memorialised Congress on the sUb;ect 
of existing grievances, and desired redress. They represented that 
thcy were much injured in the sale of their fish in consequence of the 
American market bemg glutted with English fish; that they were fired 
upon and brought to by English cruisers when falling in with them in 
going to, and cOIning from, the fishing grounds; that they were im­
posed upon; that they were compdled to puy light-money if they 
pa::;,.:ecl throu,gh the Strait of Canso; that tbeir men \H'rc imprisoned; 
and that If they anchored in the colonial harLors, they WHe compelled 
to pay anchorage money. Thus the complaints in 1806 were nearly 
identi(Oal with tho,,(' in 1852. 

In the year 1807 the colonists appealed to the British government 
all the sul acct of the fisheries within colonial jurisdiction, and the" ag­
gressions" of tbeir republiean neighbors. Looking with jealous e-yes 
upon the extent of our adventures to their waters, tbey employed a 
watchman to count the number of American vessels 'which passed 
through the Strait of CClnso in a "cason. This watchman reported 
that he saw nine hundred and tllirty-eight. As many passed in fogs. 
and in the night-time, anel were unseen hy him, the whole number 
was lIot 1('~~, probably, tban thirte(,11 hundred. \Vithout enumerating 
otllcT ads of the coloni"ts wbich show tllPir hostile feelings towards us, 
I will barely add that m:ll1y of them preJerred that the difficulties then 
pending between England and the United ~tatcs should terminate in a 
war; for, as \\";(s J)('lit'vt'll and said, a \var ',v(Jukl put an end to our 
rigbts of fi"IJing in British America, inasmuch as it would annul the 
stipuLt 1 ions of the treaty of 17 8:3. * 

The (;\'('Ilt which s() many of our ]):mished countrymen anticipated 
with ('omplaet'l1cy, rwcurred in 1812. In the year fonowing, a deter­
millation was lJwllitl.',4c,d to (~xclude us f1'0111 the colonial fishinrr-oTouncls 

\::li::' 

on the rdurn of pt~al"(·. It Wei s represented in memorials, that the Ameri-
can fisllermcn abused thcir privileges to the il~jury of his Majesty's sub­
ject,;; that the ('xi,;tcncc of Great Britain as a power of the first rank, 
d"p(·!}(led 1~1;linly upon he~ sovereignty of the seas; and ~hat sound 
policy n '( )lurcd the exclusLon of both France and the Umted States 
St;ltt~S frollJ any pa rticip:l (ion in the fisheries. It was, furthermore, insistel( 

.• A highly n"IJt·t"iahlt>. .!(t'ntleman, of loyalist descent, related to me t1w fr)llowing incident. 
whidl will H(lITO to illllstrnte tIlt! temper of the timo: "I went," said he, "to see my IllIde, 
wlw, as I ('lItnod the hOll"', aCl'.osted mo tllUs. in great glee: • Well, "'illie, there'll be war, 
Itlltl I slmll die on the 0le1 fmom after aIL' • How '" I' n·joined my illfolomanto • How does it 
fi)Uow that, if a war rt'nlIy 0(0"11)"" you wiII (liR OIl the old farm 7' • How!' petulalltly r~plioo 
tlll" U1lt"le; "lrlty, u;on't ElIg/lllII/ ,thip t/u; blasted rehels, and slmn't we all !.!et our lands bal,k 
again!'" ThiH luyal IIld gentleman is now deado II" was a native of New York, aoo l",t 
!Ji~ propp)"ty-the .. old farm"-under the Confiscation act of that Stateo At the close of the 
l{:volution he settled on the British side of the Sto Croix, where many persons of his lineage 
stJllliveo This is by no means a solitary instance of the hopes entertained as to the result of 
1\ ~onflict lwrWt'1'1l the two natiunso In 1807 many of our banished countrymen were not only 
":ltov~, but in full vigor; lind the expectation was common among them that, ill the event of h08-
tIlttles, theho interest would be promoted, either by stipulations in their favor in tIlll trillaty of 
peace, or by the abrogation of our fishing rights, as stated in the text. 
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that fifteen hundred American ves&els had been engaged in the Labra­
dor fishery alone, in a single season; that these vessels carried and dealt 
out te;.)s, coffee, spirits, and other articles, on which no duty was paid; 
that these smugglers and interlopers exercised a ruinous influence upon 
t1](' British fi"h;~ry and the morals of British fishermen; that men, provis­
ions, and outfits were cheaper in the United States than elsewhere, and 
that of consequence British fishermen on the coast could buy what they 
rWI'(ll~d on better terms of the American vessels than of the colonial mer­
dl;illt,,; and hence the memorialists expressed the hope that foreigners 
wOllld 110 longer be permitted to visit the colonial waters for the pur­
pose of fishing. These representations created a sensation in }f;I:,S;l­

d Jll.-;('1t~, and wr're the topic of comment there and in other parts of the 
muntry. TIle Boston Centinel pithily said, that they,vere "alarmingly 
ill/ITr'slill'r,." and as fin south as Baltimore the New England SCllti-

~ , 
ment of "no l)C(}('(! wit/101ft tltejisherir·s," was E:'('ll(,('(l anu ;Ipproved. 

In 1')14, 1\Ir. Canning, in the Briti"h Parliament, urged upon the 
goverllllwnt the necessity of giving due cOllsideration to the quc"tion of 
tbf~ fi,-dll'rif',-;, in th(~ aqjustment of terms of peace, In our treaty of 
17'-)3, said be, "WI ~ gave a \\'ay more than "'e ought; and \ve ncyer 
now Iw;tr of tl13t twaty but ;18 it. trophy of victory on the 1Ill!' hanel, or 
the IIIIIIl11ment of lIr-gradation anu shame on the other. 'Ve ought t.o 
rl'I;'r, in (lIW;-;lions with America, to thl_' sl;rte in \\'hich ,,-e I1!)w;.;(and, 
rLll1i1'r tl1811 that in \vhiel, we IInl'l' stooel." 

Tlw prilICil'k: aC'''('fted by tlw AlIwric;rn commissioners :1t (:hent, 
l\fr. HII"":I,l1 al/)III~ ('XI'I'I,l('cl, b;l;; JW('1l ~t;lli'rl and nel,d not 1)(' )'('lw:,Ir'II 
111'1'1', It was ;Issumed ill ElIgbnd, and in tlw colonif's, that that prin­
('ipl(' W;I;; ill I"Jlrlr;l\,ention of public law, :llIrl Drili"h slatr':-'Il1P!l and 
nrilish ('oll'I1i"t,.; ci:lin1l'rl to cxclude our vl,,,,,ds from the ti"bil'''­
grounds, ;111(} 1:\'1'11 tlJ :-'I'izl' them when [oulld lhen'. The~()YI'rJllll"~t 
of I"m';1 ~~'olia W,IS (·sIH'I'ially zealous and prompt in protecting her 
suppn,;(,r! IIltr'n,,,ts, allrI in pnll'l:rimilI~ tl]l' pellalty Iii' cllltli:'I';ltinn to 
AlIwri";1ll itltl'llul'rs upon Ill'r CO;I,.;t", In 1" I;) the l'ommal1l11'r (d' his 
l\1:lj('sty'S f'hip-ot~war tIle J:ISSCllf, heeding the clamors ofthl' col(lllio:ts 
more tban the lju;r1ifled instrlldion,; of th,· a.dmiralty, ('omml'lll'cd the 
;-;I'izun' (II' nul' fishing YI',-sl,I,,; and in nne day in June of that year, 
Sl'tll no Jr.s" lb;1I1 c'i,~ht into tl](' pnrt of Iblif~lX' ;1" lawful priz,';o. 'Tbis 
outr;I,~'" alld 111l' right assumed by tIll' commander I,fthi,.; ship to warn 
om li"l!Crmen IJ()t to comc \\,ithin sixly miles of the c'nast, (as P],,;(,­

wlli'J'l' 1'I'lllarkcrl,) lrd to nl'goti:uillns and to the convention of 1 '-.1 '3 . 
.!\Ir. U;.lk'T, the British ch:lr,[r0 d'afi:1ires, in reply to l\Ir. }Ionrne's 
III It!' 01 .July] S, 1815, cll'l'l:l n:d that tIl!' commander of the J;I S~t'ur had 
tr;III";('I'tllJr.d his authority, "!lei ga\T the assuwncc that orders had been 
11:I1I"'mill('d to the na";-11 olll('l~r;; on the Halihx anel :\"pwfounclland 
Sl;Jli!)lls, wbich "-mil(l "]1I'1'\,I'nt the recurrence of any simiLlr interrup­
tiolJ;" lJ11t the schooner N;lldJY W;I" s"izeel by his ~(1icst\":3 ~llip S;lra­
(',"11, ,Captaill ~ :nr,'" awl prnceedill!.!',~ in the' admiralty court of ~o"a 
~""tIa \\'('rc JlI..;tlluted a,!.!';lillst her in ~\uC!'ust, lSI S, only two months 
J,,'I;I)'(' 1111' 1'"nYI'ntioll wns ('onduded. Ell'Yl'1l other Am:<ric;1Il vessels 
\\'1'1'1' ;-;I'izld II." Captain Chambers, under orders fi'om Admiral }Iilne, 
jl,r :r111,,~,'d vi(Jl:ttiuIIs of Brilish maritime jurisdiction. That some ot 
tlll'"c \cs~ds WITt' C;lptUl'l'l1 for good cause, is quite probable; but yet, 
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the comity between nations, aside from the a£surance of the British 
ch;trCfe d'afHlires, required that while negotiations were pending, the 
offic~rs of the British navy on the American station should have been 
instructed to suspend captures, and to have merely warned off such 
v('s~ds as were found inti-in!lina ur)on what were held to be British 

"-J .':1 

rights; for it is to be recollected that, claiming, as we did, to fish uncler 
the treaty of 17tn, we were entillecl essentially to exercise all the 
privikgcs of catching enjoyed by British subjects, until the differences 
between the two cabinets were adjusted. 

On the 14th of June, 1819, Parliament passed" An act to enable his 
l\I,ljesty to make regulations with respect to the taking and curing fish 
on certain parts of the coasts of Newfoundland, Lahrador, and his 
l\L0('sty's other P(J·'sc,:;sions in North America, according to a conven­
tion llIade 1)('(\\"('1"11 his ,\f;lje:'ty and the United Stites of America." 

It is now pretended that this law asserts the recent construction of 
th(, ('()Ilvention, ,I s relates to our exclusion from the great "bays." 
Tli:it pretellsion will be examined in due time. The ac1, after reciting 
th(, fir"t article of the conwntion, provides, first, that" it shall and may 
II<' lawful illr his ;\L0('~(y, by and with the advice of his Majesty's 

'privy coutlcil, by any ordn, or order in council, to be from time to 
time m;J(1(, {(n' that pUrp08(', to mak,' such regulations, ,md to give such 
directiolls, orders, and instructions to the governor of Neufuundland, or 
to :l1ly oilil'l'r or offil:crs ou that station, or to any other person or per­
sons, wilOmsoevt'r, as sh,1)] or may be from time to time deemed 
proper and necl'ssary for the carryilig into eflect the purposes of the 
s:tid l'Oflvcnti()ll, with rdation to the taking, drying, and curing of fish 
II\" inh<lllilants of the United ~t:tl<'s of Amr:rica, in common with British 
s~1 Ij"dS, within the limits set {()rth in the said article of the said con­
Yt'j;tion, and ilC'rt,ju]n'tt)f(; n'('itl>cl; any act or acts of Parliament, or 
any law, custom, or usage, to the contrary in any wise notwithstand­
ing." 

~1'('()l1rl, that" it shall not be lawful f()f any person or persons, not 
beilJg n natural-born sub.iect of his l\I;ljC:"ty, in any foreign ship, vessel, 
or bll,ll, nor f()r any person in any ship, vessel, or boat, other than such 
m; shall 1)(' navigated according to the laws of the United Kingdom of 
(;1'1'111 Britain and ireland, to fish for or take, dry, or cure, any fish of 
any killLl w 11,11 ('ver, within three mnrine miles of any coasts, bays, 
('[('cks, or llarbors wh:Itl'Vl'r, in any port of his Majesty's dominions in 
AliuriCil, not inclu(bl within the limits specified and described in the 
first article of the said convention, nnd hereinbefore recited; and that 
if ,my sLlch fOreign ship, vessel, or boat, or any persons on board there­
ot~ ~ll;lll be JCJUnel fishillg, or to have been fishing, or preparing to fish 
within such distance of such coasts, bays, creeks, or harbors, within 
Slll'h parts (If his M,~esty's dominions in Ilmm'iea, out of the said limits as 
,lftln'"aid, :tIl such ships, V('s.,.l'ls, and boats, together with their cargoes, 
and all gun:", ammunition, tackle, apparel, furniture, and stores, shall 
be forfeited." 

Third, that" it shall and may be lawful for any fisherman of the said 
United States to enter into any such bays or harbors of his Britannic 
M,ajcsty's dominions in America as are last mentioned, for the purpose 
of shelter and repairing damages therein, and of purchasing wood and 



217 

of obtaining water, and for no other purpose whatever-subject, never­
tlw!e:::s, to such restrictions as may be necessary to prevent such fisher­
men of the said United States from taking, drying or curing fish in the 
said bays or harbors, or in any other manner whatever abusing the said 
privilege's by the said treaty and by this act reserved to them, an~ as 
shall for tbat purpose be imposed by any order or orders to be from 
time to time made by his Majesty in council, under the authority of this 
act, and by any regulations ,yhich shall be issued by the govet nor, or 
l'(T~On exercising the office of governor, in :my such parts of his :.\Iajes­
ty's dominions in America, under or in pursuance of any such order in 
council, as aforesaid." 

Fourlh, that" if any person or persons, upon requisition made by the 
govcrnor of Newfoundland, or the person exercising the office of guv­
eroor, or by any governor, or person exercising the otfice of governor, in 
any other parts of his Ma.iesty's dominions in America as aforesaid, or hy 
:llly I dliccr or officers actillg under such governor, or person exercising the 
ollicl' of governor, in the f'xf:'cution of any ordl'rs and in~tructions from 
his M:,j('sty in council, shall refuse to depart from such bays or harbors; 
or if any pers()n or }HTSOTlS shall n.fuse ()r ]H'glt'd to conform to any 
n:.u:ulations or directions which s1wU 1)(' m:ldl' or given for the ex(,cution 
of any of the purpos('s of this :Icr; C'\'lT)' slwh I)I'r~oll so refusing or 
otlH'rw i;;l' of I; 'mling :,gainst this act shall till-ii'it the sum of two hUIl­
lire(l !)(,ltlltlci." 

U",wrvillg I'ommcnls upon this statute fill" another pliler', we prrw(,l'll 
with our narrati\-". The four :-T;trS sUI,(,I,,'dill,Q: the ratific:lti()n or tlw 
("()lIvI'nlioll, W(')"c: years (If ('olll)larative quiet and sl,(,lIriiv. But in 
1 <..;:!:;, till' ships-of-war Arglls* and :-;P:IlTI)w-hawk S[lfl':ld al:"uIII mlll'llg 
ow- ficihcrlllC'1l \V Ito \\T n ~ empll )YI·d i II the Bay ()f F u nel y, and d:,c,,-Iw re 
in the w:III'rs ()f :\()V:I ~I,()ti:l and 1\'('\\' BnlD:,wick. TIll'Y molested 
snnw, and ruined the \'Oy:lgI''; of others; but the Charlc:s of York, 
l\'i:tilll'-:1 prize to the Argus-is bdil'\Tll to 1)(' tlli-' I,tily vcs;;d captut"d 
and SI'l1t into )l()rt fll!- trial. 

J II I <..;:!J, Captain Hoart', of his Majesly's hrig Dotterel, seized nine 
v('ssl,kt Tlw concluet oftllis gi>ntlem:m (,:llIsl'll mUL-h ('xcitement and 
ilJdignation. 1 1'(T:'onally \\'illll'S:'cd JlI:IIIY of his proCI'I,ditlQ"'::, Ho\\"­
CYlT l'I'nsllrahll~ his ~"IHT:tlCI'urSl', it is not renwtllbered tlt:lt he di,:­
turllt'd the humble 'men who fish in small open boats in the Bavof 
1';,s:'am:Iquoddy, and in w:ltns always I'I,tlSldlTl'd free and C()tllinon 
to !lit' I" 'I ,pIe ()f till' 1"-0 flag,:. Of the \'cssds \yhich he captured, one 
was rctakt'll I)y Ill'r tTl'W, assi"tl,d by une of his OWII men; and two 
n~lll'r" WCfe rescued l,y their crl'\\"S, aided by an armed party fi-om 
L:tstport. 

In ~('pt~>m1)er, three memorials, signed by citizens of ~LtillP who 
Wl'[('_ ;1!.!:u:rll'Vl'd hy the acts of Captain Hoare, were transmitted to the 
Pn'.~tdl'tlt. Thesl' pap!.'r.", with the accumpanying pn,tv:"t:;; al1lI depo­
Slll(llt~ :1'; In the \\TOII.U::' cumplained of, fiJrmecl the suqjeet of a eorre­
Sl)( ,IIlkl1('(' h.t\\"I'l'n tlIe AL'till~ ~l 'LTd:try of >State and the British 
1'II:trgL~ d':diilires. l\() results i;,jlmvt'(l. "Our countryll1l'Il demanded 

• FOI1Il1'rly "f tlHl l-nit"a :-;I"t,>, 111\\')', anu ('''!'tnn,.l in th,> war of 1 ~1"2. 
t Tlw d'''-UlUl'llts "'tI"llitt,',ll'~ tho :';"ll"tl' hy tlw President, August, I.";,)2, contain several 

prlpl'rS ~"l)j,(~cll'd with lllutters m the Buy of Funuy at this porioJ, 



218 

indemnity and reparation. The British functionary required, on the 
other hand, "the punishment of the transgressors for the act of violence 
perpetrated on persons bearing his Majesty's commission while p.ngaged 
in the discharge of their public duties." Meantime, the President di­
rected Ether 8hepley, '" the attorney of the United States for Maine, to 
proceed to the frontier and make iuq uiry into the circumstances of the 
matters in dispute, <lnd especially those attending the recapture of the 
three vessels just referred to. That Captain Hoare was sometimes 
unjustly reproached by our fishermen, was admitted by the calm and 
considerate in 1824; and this fact, in common fairness, ought to be 
statet1 in this brief record of the troubles which are connected with his 
command of the Dotterel, and which will not soon be forgotten by those 
who live on the eastern border of .:\Iainc. The c1];lrge preferred against 
him that he converted the ves,;;( ,18 which he seized into tenders fbr 
assistin~ him in his operations" prior to their acljudication in the courts," 
he ell'Bied in the most ('xp1icit terms. It was never proved to be true. 
It m,IY be said, also, that the capture of seven of his prizes was hdd to 
be justifiable by the British charge d'affaires in his conespondence 
with Mr. Adum". The accuracy of this opinion, however, we shall 
have o("c;[:,ion to dispute. 

The excitement ()(T;lsiol1ecl by the zeal with which Captain Hoare 
" guarde(1 the co:!sts fi'om the intrusion of foreign fishermen and smug­
,~1t'l"s," did not suddenly cc>,]se. In 18:2:'5, his conduct, on motion of the 
Hill!. J('remiah O'Brien, ,,'ho rcpres(,l1tc(t the frontier district of Maine, 
became a subjl'ct ()f inquiry in Congrt':'3:O<; and the United States 
schooner Porpoj,;;e, under the command of Lieutenant Parker, was des­
P:Itc']J('(l to th .. Bay of Fundy fi)r the protection of our flag. 

Klrly in 1~:2(j, the Dotterel was again the terror of our fishermen. 
The pre's( ~nc(' of t1](, l711itc,d States sloop-of~war Lexington, Captain 
SllUhrick, under ordt'rs t() cruise upon the fishing gTounds, relievecl 
their tC':J.rs; and the season passed away without any serious disturb­
ancc, But there lwd bl'(~n no adjustment of the difficulties which 
o('curn'cl in 1'-':21. The nute of the Briti"lJ charge d'affuires to our 
governnwltt, rclatin' to the rccapture of two of the Dotterel's prizes, 
h;ul nol, ill t;wt, been ;1!l.~\Vprecl. Meantime, Mr. Adams had passed 
from tll<' Dc'partmcnt of ~tate to the Executive Mansion. Mr. Clay 
had "lH'C(,(,dl,,(l him; am1 ;t IWW British minister had arrived in the 
Unit(,cl ~t;Il<'S to tre';lt with the new administration. To have delayed 
a reply to that note for a year and a haH~ was equivalent to a refusal; 
:md it could hardly be h()p(~d by Mr. Vaughan, that Mr. Adams would 
permit, as Pn 'side 'nt, what he had declined as Secretary of State. Yet, 
on tlw :29th ()f Apri},t that functionary called the attention of :Mr. Clay 
to the t;lct that his predec,>s:·;nr, on the fifth of October, 1824, had in­
formed our government" that an outrage had been committed by some 
armed citizens of the State of Maine, in forcibly rescuing, off Eastport, 
two American vps,~els, the Reindeer and Ruby, which had been cap­
tured by his Majesty's cruisers while fishing in the Bay of Fundy in 
places where the United States had by treaty renounced the right so 

* The present c.hief justice of the 2upreme comi; of Maine, 
t Executive Document 100, pages 54, 55, 
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to do;" and in renewing the request "for an acknowledgment of the 
improper conduct of the persons engaged. in" the enterprise, he re~ 
m<lrked that" the British government was disposed to waive.all demand 
ffJ[ the punishment of the offenders, as the act resulted apparently from 

d· d' 1 " unpreme Itate VIO ence. 
It does not appear that Mr. Clay ever replied t? this letter, or that 

the required" acknowledgment" was ever made 10 any form. 
Tlw naval and diplomatic officers of his Maje~ty attached her more 

importance to this affair than it deserved. AdmIral Lake state~l, and 
the British charge d'affaires repeated to Mr. Adams, that the Remdeer 
and Ruby were rescued" by two schooners and an open boat, under 
American colors, fbll of armed men, with muskets and fixed bayTonets, 
amounting to about one hundred, headed by a Mr. Howard,* of East­
port, \vho is said to be a captain in the United States militia." But the 
truth is, that "Mr. Howard" was a mere stripling, and a merchant's 
"pprentice. I was a witness to the whole affray. The two vc,",,,els 
in question were partly owned by young Howard's employers. As 
Ilwy hove in sight under charge of Captain Hoare's prize-masters, a 
party of some thirty p['r~()ns, many of whom were boys, and without 
" l!luskr~ts" or weapons of ;my sort, \v('re hastily collected and em­
harked. The deed was bravely done, and at the moment won the 
plaudits of grave men. Persons of mature years who deliberately arm 
themsdvl:s to expmlllll treaty stipulations, axe not to Ill' justified; but 
the acts of generous, impulsive youth, admit of apology and extenua­
tion. 

The period of quiet which followed the transactions last noticed indi­
cates that Captain Hoare was too zealous, or that his successors were 
!"i'miss ill the performancl' of their duty, I!l" that the masters of our fish­
i'I,~ vessels suddenly reformed their practices, and conformed to the 
pwvisilltls of the cllnvention. In J ilnuary, 1836, ':\lr. Bankhead, the 
Hritisb charge d'affilires, at the instance of the colonial authorities, 
calied the attention of Mr. Forsyth, ~cl'rctary of ~tate, t to "l"Il'cuted 
IIcl s of irregularity committed by fishermell I ,f the U nited ~r;1 tf'S;" but 
JIll'. papers which accompanied his note SpCL"it~' the encroachments of 
" slIIgle YI,~,.wl only-namely, the schooner Bethel, of Provincetown, 
l\Ia~sachusetts. Still, the President, "without waiting for an exam ina­
!lull of the grncral complaint," or that of the solitary instance cited, 
"directed the ;-;('lTct:lry of the Treaslln'to instruct the collectors to in­
form the masters, o,,"lll~rs, and others erigagpcl in the fisheries, that com­
plaillts have been made, and to enjoin ~l;on those persons a strict ob­
:"1'l"\",llllT of the limits assignell for taking, drying, and curino- fish by 
the .\IIlt'ric:l11 fishermen, under the conve~1tioll' of 1818." b 

III March, o~ the same year, an act was passed by .Nova Scotia of 
('~t ("('1lIe', and, III S\JllW of its provisions, of inexcusable severity. It pro­
vull'" (aIl10II~ other things not material to our present purpose)­

That" officers of the colonial revenue, sheriffs, magistrates, and any 

: ~Yilliam A. Howard, .8ubscflueutly a midshipman in tlte lJnited States navy, and a cap­
tain In the fl'v"nUI' ,,·nll'''. He WIIS in command of the steam cutter McLane at the attll.cli; 
on Vera Cruz, during the late war with Mexico. 

t E:teclltive DOOUlllcnt, 100, p. 50. 
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other person duly commissioned for that purpose, may go on board any 
vessel or boat within any harbor in the province, or hovering within 
three miles of any of the coasts or harbors thereof, and stay on bO:lrd 
so long as she may remain within such place or distance." 

That" if such vessel or boat be bound elsewhere, and shall continue 
within such harbor or so hovering for twenty-four hours afler the master 
shall have been required to depart, anyone of the officers above men­
tioned may bring sllch vessel or boat into lort and search her cargo, 
and also examine the master upon nath, an if the master or person in 
command shall not truly answer the questions demanded of him in such 
examinati()n, he shall forK·it one hundred pounds; and if there be any 
prohibited goods on board, then such vessel or boat, and the cargo 
thereof, shall be forfeited." 

That" if the vessel or boat shall 'be foreign, and not navigated ac­
cording to the laws of Great Britain and Ireland, and shall have been 
found 'fishing, or preparing to fish, or to have been fishing, within thn.'e 
marine miles of sudl coasts or harbors, such vessel or boat and the 
cargo shall ht' fortL·ited." 

That" if ;ltlY ~eizure take phce and a dispute arise, the proof touch­
ing the illegality thereof shall be upon the owner or claimant." 

That" tlO person shan enter a claim to anything seized until security 
shall haw 1)('( 'Il giwlI, in a penalty not eXf'eeding sixty pounds, to an­
smT and pay coC'ts occasioned by such claim; and in default of such 
security. till' tllillg,; seized shall be atljudged forfeited and shall be con­
clemlwcl." 

That" no writ shall be sued out against any officer or other person 
authorized to seize for anything done until one month after notice in 
writing, deliv('l'Ccl to him or left at his usual place of abode by the per­
SOil illl('l1dillg to "ue out such writ, his attorney or agent, in which no­
tit'(' .'-' hall hI' 1'( Jilt; 1 ined the cause of action, the name and place of abode 
of till' pcr:;UIl 'who is t() bring the action, and of his attorney or agent; 
and no evidell(·t· (If any C;IlI,,(' of action shall be produced, except such 
as shall he contained in such notice." 

TI,,'t "every sueil action ,,11<111 be brought within three months after 
the call~(, Ilwreofbas arisen." 

That" if on Dny information or suit brought to trial on account of 
any seizure, juclgm!'llt shall be given for the claimant, and the judge 
or court shall certify on the record that there was probable cause of 
seizure, the claimant shall not recover costs, nor shall the person who 
made the seizure be liable to any indictment or ,.:uit on account thereof. 
And jf any suit or prosecution "be brought against any person on ac­
count of such seizure, and judgment shall be given against hi m, and the 
judge or court shall certify that there was probable cause for the seiz­
urI', thcn the plaintiff, besides the thing seized or its Yalue, shall not 
l'I'l'over more than t,Yopence damages, nor any costs of suit, nor shall 
the defi:mdant be fined more than one shilling." 

That" the seizing officer may, within one month after notice of ac­
tion received, tender amends to the party complaining, or his attorney 
or agent, and plead such tender." 

That" all actions for the recovery of penalties or forfeitures imposed 
must be commenced within three years after the offence committed." 
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And that "no appeal shall be prosecuted £i'om any decree or sentence 
of ,my court in this province touching any"p~nalty or forfeiture, unless 
the ilJlJibition be applied for and decreed l .. nthm twelve months from the 
decree or sentence being pronounced." 

'1'1)(' next measure of Nova Scotia was in 1837, when an elaborate 
report on the subject of the fisheries was submitted to the House of 
A~,;('[l!bly, which embraced a plan of protection by the employm?lIt 
of "te;JIuers on the part of the home government, and of a preyentive 
f{Jrt '(' <HI the part of the government of the colony. The latter recom· 
llll'nciation was adopted. 

Jlut tI](; de~jgfl of committing the ministry to the phms of political 
1I';lI/IT:; in this loyal posscs;.:ion of the BritIsh crown ,vas not ab,ll1~ 
d'Hlf'd. Early in 1838 a joint address of the Legi.slative Council and 
HfJu"c of Assembly was trallsmitted to the Queen, complaining of the 
habitual violation of the convention of 181S by American citizens, and 
prayilig for an additional naval force to put an end to these ilggrco'"ifJtls. 
In November, of that year, Lord Glenelg, the colonial sccretLlry, in a 
df'spateiI to Lieutenant General ;-.\ir Colin Campbell, lieutenant governor 
of NIJVU ~cotia, remarked, in reply to this address, that-

" III ohedienee to 1wr "'L~j(,';1 y's commancl", this su ~ject has engaged 
the serious Llttention of her :'IJ;~j(',;ty's govf'rnmf'nt, and it has be ell de­
termined fiJr the future to statioll, during the fishing season, an armed 
filrcr; on trw I:O;l,,! of N()va ;-.\cotia to ('llhJl'lT ;1 more strict oh.~I~n·ance 
of tIl!; provi"iolls of til(' tn';lty by American citizens, and her ..\l::ljesty's 
minister at \Va"hillgton has IWI'li illo'tructt'd t() invite the li'ienJlye(r 
01"T;I1.iol1 oftlw AllH'ricun ,!2:0\'I'J'l11lH'nt fllr that purp()se. 

"TIle ne(,I's';:lr\" dinTlions lwving- 01'1'11 conveyed to th" lords com 
IlJj,~o'jfl!lf'r" of the 'ilflmir:dIY, Ilwir l;)nl;.:hips have i:O;:,LWd onll'rs to the 
naval l'IJlllllJ:Jll<in-iu-chicf on the W cst Indian un(l .\orth ;\llll'fic'Ull 
statioll to detach, ,I'; ';I)llli as till' fi,~hing sca"o[} shall e0Il111lI'ncC', a "mall 
VI',~.'wl to tIll' coast of :'-iova ~l'otja, and another to Prince Edw,ml 
bland, If) prllif'd I II(' fi,,/icril's. The eommal1llers of t1"'o'l' n:,;sds will 
))(' calitilllll'd to tilk(' ('an' tb:lt, while supportin!!: the ri.!..!litc' of Hrit.ish 
sld~j"I'I,;, tlwy dll not thellJ"d\'c,; over"lL'p the bOllnd3 of the treaty. 
YOll ",ill of CO 1lI''' I , u!l:,nl thelll 1'\"I'l'Y int(mnation :IllLl a,.;"istance which 
lllf'y IlJ,JY n'qllirc for tIl!' correct ex'(,cution of tbio; duty. I trust that 
lllf'i/,;ures will prove s:ltis/;ll'tory tfl tile kgislatllre of ~oni ~cotia." 

III :\(;lreIJ, l";I!!, tilt' consul of the Cnited ~t;ltt'S at Pictou addressed 
a kllt-r 10 1\1r. FmsYth, ~('l'I'('tary of ;-'\tate, in which, after reterrincr to 
til!' ;,;':izun~ of ';l'YI'r'al of our tisliing \"t'sscls during the previous y~ar, 
Ill' ,,:wl Ihat-

" The 13riti"h gm'f'fnment has decided to send out h .. 'o armed ves­
sl,b, to bp ;';tatiollecl during the fishing season on these coasts, t;.JT the 
IlurllfJ,'f' of prC'\'('lItillg: allY illfrinaements of the treaty' and althouah I 

'. I::> 'I::> 
am well :l\v;l['(' that /illiCit fit the outcry which has been made on this 
s,uhj''Cl has had it," uri(!in in the dis.'ppointed feelings of Noya ~\'()tia 
h~~)erJ 11,1 'II, on >'1 '( 'Illg titl 'm"c1ve~ so far outstripped in the successful pur­
SUits (It, ,;() valll,~l'k a bra.n~h of ~ommerce by superior pers~v~rance 
Ull.! skill 0/ t~ll'Jr clItcrpr,lsmg neIghbors, yet I know that, w11hm my 
t'OIHIIlar dl,;ll'wt, ': t\'lllptm~ shoal of fish is sometimes, either from ig. 
nurdllce or the l'Xl'Itulleut of the moment, followed across the prescribed 
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limits; and I -suppose that during the ensuing sea.son the greatest vigim 

lance will be displayed in looking after offenders." 
The seizures in the course of the year were numerous. The Java, 

Battelle, Mayflower, Charles, Eliza, 'Shetland, Hyder Ally, Independ­
ence, Hart, Ocean, Director, Atlas, Magnolia, Amazon, and Three 
Brothers, were among the number; whether for justifiable cause, will 
form the sul~ject of inquiry in another place. Her Majesty's cruisers 
spread consternation on the fishing-grounds throughout the season'. The 
Han. Keith Stewart, in command of the Ringdove, was as much 
dreaded by our fishermen in the Bay of Fundy as Captain Hoare had 
been, in the Dotterel, in the year 1824. In July, a gentleman of one of 
the frontier ports of Maine informed an official personage at Washing­
ton that four or five hundred American fishing vessels were then in 
that bay; that the complaints of the colonists of the island of Grand 
Menan had caused the commanders of the British cruisers to refuse 
shelter to our flag even in stormy weather; thnt nearly one hundred ot 
our vessels, 'which had been driven from positions seemed to them by 
the treaty, had fled for refuge to a single harbor on the American side 
of the line; and that our fishermen were generally armed, and would 
not bear the indignities to which they were exposed. He added that 
" they can furnish some thousands of as fearless men as can be found 
anY';'IIt'H" at short notice; and, unless our government send an armed 
vessel without delay, you 'will shortly hear of bloodshed." Such was 
the condition of things, now well remembered, at and near the border. 
Elsewhere there W,lS so much difficulty and excitement that the mas­
ters of our vessels, whether at sea or at anchor, felt themselves unsafe; 
and, molested along the entire coast of Nova Scotia, many of them ad­
justed their affairs at the close of the season ,vithout reward for their 
toil anel exposure, and in sadness of spirit as to the future. In a word, 
there 5eemed to persons of calm judgment a determination on the part 
of colonial politicians to drive our countrymen to extremities. To ex­
clud(~ us from the Bays of Fundy and Chaleurs, and other large bays, 
by lines drawn from headland tu headland; to deny to us resort to the 
colonial ports and harbors for shelter and to procure wood and ,vater, 
('xc!'}>t in ca~es of actual distress; to dispute our right to fish on the 
shores of the Magdalene islands, and thus to render the treaty stipula­
tion valueless; and to close a~;linst us the Strait of Canso, and of con­
sequence to compellls to make the dangerous voya.ge round the island 
of Cape Breton, when bound to or hom the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
are among the pretensions of Nova Scotia seriously asserted in the 
memorable year 1839. The seizures of our vessels, and the other pro­
ceedings which we have briefly noticed, attracted the attention of our 
government, and the United States schooner Grampus, under the com­
mand of Lieutenant John S. Paine, was despatched to the scene of 
alarm and commotion. Lieutenant Paine informed himself of the mat­
ters in dispute, and performed his duty with zeal and efficiency. In 
his official report to Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State, he observes that 
"the injustice and annoyance suffered by our fishermen had so irritated 
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them, that there W~ s ground to believe that violence would be resorted. 
to, unk~" some understanding should be had before another season."* 

In :\Iarch, 1840, the Assembly of Nova Scotia passed another address 
to tltr; Queen, in which her JL~jesty was again reminded of the griev~ 
am','s of her subjects of that colony. Our government in the following 
month, and, as HOW appears, for the first time, communicated with our 
mini"ter at the Court of St. James on the subject of the fisheries, but 
yet without instructions to make a statement of our wrongs to the 
goyr:rlJmclIt to which he was accredited. 

'fhn early part of th:; year 1'341 is fruitful of events which show the 
pre I,~n'''s of the controversy, and the development of colon~al plans and 
IHTt,'u-:iulls. On the 20th of February, Mr. Forsyth, '-;ccretary of 
:-)1;111', arldresserl :'fr. ~LcvCt1S0n, at London, a letter of definitive in~ 
struuions, in which he reviewed the points in dispute, and stated that 
he \\',IS di['('(:tc'([ by the President to convey his desire that a represent~ 
atioll should be Ilwde to her l\L1jesty's government, immediately on 
rccr,jpt of the de"p:llc!J, earnestly remonstrating "aC!;~tinst the illegal 
and vexatious pCflcl'e.lings of the authorities of Nova ~cotia towards 
our jisllf.'rmen," awl rcrpl,'sting of the ministry "th:lt measures be 
f(m\J\vith adopted" to remedy" the evils arising out of this misconcep­
tion 1111 thc 1': I.rt of t!J,~ provincial" government, "and to prc\'ent the 
pos~iiJilit.Y of the n'r:urrp.nee of similar acts." ~Ir. Stevenson's atten~ 
lion to III': rcpr(':-;r'lll:l1illJl~ of Mr. Forsyth was prompt. On the 27th 
of .'\j;If(.:h he wn.t l~ to Lord l'almerston as fullows:* 

"'1'11(: llllll'T~i~llccl, EIIVU,v ExtraordilJary and· Minister Plenipoten~ 
ti:1 ry ([,(lIll tlw lJ Ilitr:rl ~Lates, hiLS the honor to acr 1 uaint Lord ,'i"cuunt 
l';il II lI')'sl on, her Mil,il'sty's Principal ~r'(T('t;lry of State ii)r Foreign 
Allilirs, tlt:lt he h~lS III'('n instructed to bring to the notice of her Ma­
j,'"lv's government, without delay, certain proceedings Ill' the colonial 
authoritir's uf Nova :-;, 'ntia, in relation to the seizure and interru ption of 
tIll' \"(',';,,:,'1:'5 and cil iz,'ns of the United Stall's l'IlQ':I~('rl in intercourse 
",itil I 1)(: ports of ~ova ~l'ntia and the prll"ccutio~-of the ti"heries on 
it" nl;i~hborillg coasts, anel which, in the upillion of the AIJIITic<ln gOY~ 
CrIlIIIl'lIt, demaml the prompt interposition of her l\Llj .. "ly's gov('rl1-
JlH'llt. For thi,; purpose the ul1lkrsignl'll takes leave to submit to Lord 
Palm,'r,;lr III tIll' i(Jllowing rCprl':Sl'llta t ion: 

"l\y til(: lir"l <trticle of the convcntion between Great Britain and the 
Unill'li ~tatcs, siglll'd at London on the 20th October, ISIS, it is pro~ 
vid(',l: 

"ht. That the inhabitants of the United States shall have forever, 
in ('ol:1mon with tbc su~iccts of Great Britain, the liberty to take 
fish (It ('wry kind on that part of the southern coast of ~ ewfoundland 
which l'X!I'IIt!,; from Cape Ray tn the Rameau islands, on the western 
all~ northern coast of )jewfounclland, from the said Cape Ray to the 
(·hllrl'"11 I"lt nds, (Ill the shores of the Magdalene islands; and also on 
tIll' '-'''~I~!'', 1,;IY8, barbors, and creeks, fi:om Mount Joly, on the southern 
eua"l "t Labrador, to and through the Straits of Bellisle, and thence 

• EXI!l'utire Document 100, page 113, 

J .j 
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northwardly indefinitely along the coast, ,vithout prejudice, however; 
to the exclusive rights of the Hudson Ba): Company. 

"2d. That the Americans shall also have liberty, forever, to dry and 
cure fish in any part of the unsettled buys, harbors, and creeks, of the 
southern portion of the coast of Newfoundland before described, and 
of thp. coast of Lnbrador, the United States renouncing any liberty be­
fore enjoy~;d by their citizens to take the fish within three miles of any 
coasts, bays, creeks, or harbors of the British dominions in America, 
not included within the above limits, i. c., Newfoundland and Labra­
dor. 

"3d. That America n fishermen shall also be admitted to enter such 
bays or harbors for the purpose of shelter, and of repairing damages 
therein, and also of purchasing 'vood and obtaining water, under such 
restrictions only as might be necessary to prevent their taking, drying 0" 

curing fish therein, or abusing tlte Jwivileges reserved to them. Such are the 
stipulations of the treaty, and they are believed to be too plain and 
explicit to leave room for doubt or misapprehension, or render the dis­
cussion of the respective rights of the two countries at this time neces­
sary. Imleed, it does not appear that any conflicting question of right 
between them has as yet ari:;en out of the differences of opinion re­
garding the true intent and meaning of the treaty. It appears, how­
ever, that in the actual application of the provi8ions of the convention, 
(committed on the part of Great Britain to the hands of subordinate 
agents, su~j('ct to and controlled by local legislation,) difficulties, grow­
ing out of individua'l acts, have unfortunately sprung up, among the 
most important of which have been recent seizures of American ves­
sels for supposed violations uf the treaty. These have been made, it 
is believed, under color of a provincial law, (6th \Vm. 4, chap. 8, 1836,) 
passed, doubtless, with a view to restrict yigoroLlsly, if not intended to 
aim a flltal blow at thc fisheries of the Umted States on the coast of 
N ewfoundlancl. 

"It ~llsn ;lppears, from information recently received by the govern­
ment of tbe C llited ~tates, that the provincial authorities assume a right 
to exclude the vessels of the United f:'tates from all their bays, (even 
including those of Fundy and Chaleur,) and likewise to prohibit their 
appro:lcl! within three miles of a line drawn from IlCadland to headland, 

'in<ltead offrom the indents qf the shores of the provinces! They also 
assert the right of excluding them from British ports,unless in actmil 
distress, warning them to depart or get under weigh and leave harbor 
whenever the provincial custom-house or British naval officer 'shall sup­
pose tbt tlll'y have remained there a reasonable time, and this without 
a full examination of the circumstances under which they may have 
entered the pOIt. Now, the fishermen'of the United States believe (if 
uniform practice is any evidence of correct construction) that they can, 
with propriety, take fish anywhere on the coasts of tbe British prov­
inces, if not nearer tItan tln'ce ma1ine miles to land, and have the right to 
their ports for shelter, ,vood and water; nor has this claim, it is be­
lieved, ever been seriously disputed, based, as it is, on the plain and 
obvious terms of the convention. Indeed, the main object of the 
treaty was not only to secure to American fishermen, in the pursuit of 
their employment, the right of fishing, but hkewise to insure him as 
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large a propo~tion of the conveni~nccs afforded. 'J Y th~ n~ighb~ring 
coasts of British settlements as mIght be reconCIlable '>'."1th Just nghts 
and interests of Briti~h subjects, and tile due administration of her 
M(j.if:~ty'S dominions. The c~nstru:tion, therefore, which has bee~ ~t­
tClllptf"d to be. pu~ up'0n the ?tlpulat~ons or the t~·e3.t:r. by the autho~ltles 
(If 1\ uva :-:cotIU, IS directly In conflict WIth theIr a OJ I':' ':t, and entIrely 
subversivc of the rights and interests of the citizF:ns of the United 
I')tatf's. It is one, moreover) which would lead to the abandonment, to 
a great extent, of 0 higltly important ~ranch of AuuiciJn industry, 
which could not for a moment be admItted by the w,Ycrnr;,::.nt of the 
UlI.ited :States. The undersigned has also been instructed tf) acquaint 
Lord l'almerston that the American government has receiwd informa­
tion, that in thc House of Assembly in :\"oya Scotia, durin,£! the ,~':':3sion 
of 1,,):39-'40, an :1 (Icln'ss to her ~\ru.iesty was voted, sugge:,ting the ex­
tl :n:-:iflfl to a(ljoinillg British colonies of rules and reguLtions relating to 
tlJC ti~!Jcri('s, similar to those in actual operation in tbat proyince, and 
which have proved ~I) on(')'ous 10 tile fishermen of ,he l' nited :--:t1tCS; 
and that <;fT;)rt.~, it is understood, :11'(: :,lill making to indlll t ' the other 
colonies to unite with ;'\OV:i ~I'oli:l in ll1i" r(,:,tricti\c sy:-tem. Home of 
the provisions of her COl k are of t\JC 111(1,ot (,:>;tr<1.urdillary character. 
Am!lII,C;- tllesc is one which (ll-clan':, that any tl)rci.C:!1 '''''~:'t'l preparing 
to li,,\l within tlll't;C miles of the (,(,;1,,1 t,f any of her ;\r:I,it,~ty's dominion,.: 
in AnlC'ric:t, shall, togdhcr ,>vith tilC car,!.:'" III' j;,(:. :led: that ill all 
C<l,,('S of :-:eizun', trlC' o\\lJ('r or claimant Ill' the \"1 ,,~( I, ~\:"., "L:I:1 [I(' beld 
to prove his illlllll'I'll(,(, or pay nettl .. CfI:-:ts; that};.' ,ball Lt· forced to 
try his :Ictiott witlJin tIJt'c(' lJlol1tb", amI give 11111' mOlJdj's lJutie-e, ;11 kast 
to til(' :-:I'izilJg oHiccr, containing ('\,crythin,£!. to be rftJ\'l'd ~I,;ainst !tim, 
be I; Ire any suit can be i II"titutcd; and <11:'0 prove t Lat t}w nol ice has 
lWl'n gi\'! ,tt. The seizill,~ otiiccr, moreover, is alrl1( I,'t wholly iITc''''Ji' m­
sibll', inasmuch rrs Ill' is [i;lblc to no prosecution, if Tlw jud!.:(, ':Crtil1CS 
that there i,~ prollabJt. ca.u:-:c; and tbe p1aintiff~ if SL1('cc,,,flll in his suit, 
is only 10 be entitled to III'(JIJI'IICC damages, withollt costs, and tbe dc-
1(;lldaut fiued U()t lJWl'l' tban (Jlle shilling. In ,;l1l1rt, slime of tl!<.':;(' rules 
and n',~lllations are violatiolls of well e:3t,luli"ltl'd principII'S of thl' 
com mOll law ()f Englaml, and tlf till' principles 1,( tlw just laws of all 
civiliz! ,d natitlll.~, :Iltll \\'fIuld :"l'em to hav!, been de~igncd to enable her 
,M,\jl':-:ty's authorities to ,scize and confiscatl' with impunity American 
\'('';'''1'1:-:, and cmbl'zzie, indi"criminately, the property (If American citi­
ZI'll,. employed in the fisheries on the coasts of tbe Britisb pw,·inces. 
It may be pro p l'l', also, un this ol'L'asinn, to bring to the notice of her 
Mn.i! ,,.;ty's government the assertilill of the provincial legisbture, 'that 
till' Uut or Strait of Canso is a narrow strip of water completely \\'ithin 
and dividing sevcral counties of the province,' and that the use of it 
II) till' \'(',;:-;ds and citizens of the United t:'tatcs is in viobtion of the 
trl':J1y "t' 1 "IS. 'Fbis strait separates Nova Scotia from tlte island of 
('rtpt' Ilrl'!~m, willch :\'as not annexed to the province until the year 
b~O. l'nor t? that, ~n 1818, Cape Breton was enjoying a government 
of Its own (,llttrl'iy dl:<tinct from Kova :-:cotirr, the drait forrnin a the 
lim' of demarcation between them, an(I beina then, rrs now, a thorO~Iah-
~ ~ I ., 1:> 1:> 
Jurc Jor v(';;;;!' "passmg Illto and out of the Gulf of f:t. LU\\'fence. The 
union of the two colonies cannot, therefore, be admitted as vesti118 in 
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the province the right to c~C?se a p~ssage _:v~ich has been. freely and in~ 
disputably use(l by the cltlzens of the Umtetl States smce the year 
1783. It is impossible, moreover, to conceive how the use on the part 
of the United States, common, it is believed, to all other nations, can 
in any manner conflict with the letter or spirit of the existing treaty 
stipulations. The undersigned would, therefore, fain hope that her 
~L~esty's government woula be disposed to meet, as far as practicable, 
the wishes of the American government in the accomplishing, in the 
fullest ancI most liberal manner, the o~jects which both governments 
had in view in enterina into the conventional arrang-ement of 1818. 

,':) ~ 

He has accordingly been instructed to bring the whole subject under 
the consideration of the British government, and to remonstrate on the 
part of this government against the illegal and vexatious proceedings 
of the authorities of 1\'ova Scotia against the citizens of the United 
States en,~' :ged in the fi sheries, and to request that measures may be 
forth\vitha(lt>ptcd by the British government to remedy the evil arising 
out of the miscomtruction, on the part of the provincial authorities, of 
their conventional enC(,lgements, and prevent the possibility of the re­
currence of similar acts. The undersigneu renews to ,Lord Palmer-
ston, &c. 

" A. STEVENSON'" 
"32, UPPER GROSVENOR STREET, 

" },1arch 27, 1841." 

This r/f'sratch was transmitted to the Secretary for the Colonies on 
the 2d of April, and (seven days later) a copy of it was sent to Lord 
Falld,md, Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, with a request that 
his lorcbhip would make immediate inquiry into the allegations con­
tained in it, and furnish the Colonial Office with a detailed repOlt on 
the subj('Ct, for the ini()rmation of her Majesty's government. On the 
:!..:th of the same month, Lord Falkland wrote to Lord John Russell, 
that "Tlw greatest anxil'ty is felt by the inhabitants of this province 
tbat th!' convention with the Americans, signed at London On the 
20tll o 1'1 (1)('r, It:>lS, should be strictly enforced; and it is hoped that 
the ('( 11IC'ideration of the report m:ly induce your lordship to exert 
yc,ur infiuence in such a manner as to lead to the augmentation of the 
tim:(' (a single V<'~,'l'l) now engaged in protecting the fisheries on the 
Banks <If Newfoundhml, and the south shore of Labrador, and the em­
ployment, in addition, of one or two steamers for that purpose. 

" The people of tbis colony have not been 'wanting in efforts to re­
pr< ,ss tIle incursions of the natives of the United 8tates upon their 
i1:dJing grounds, but have fitted out with good effect some small armed 
v('s"ds, adapted to follow trespassers into shoal water, or chase them 
on the seas;" and that, "finding their own means inadequate to the 
suppression of this evil, the Nova Scotians earnestly entreat the further 
intervention and protection of the mother country. " 

His lordship'S letter enclosed a copy of a report of a committee 
on the fisherie::; of Nova Scotia, \.vhich had been adopted by the House 
of Assembly, and a "case" stated, at the request of that body, "for 
~he purpose of obtaining the opinion of the law officers of the crown 
m England. " The preamble of the latter document recites the rights 



229 

stipuhted in the treaty of 1783; the fact of the war between England 
and the T'nited f::tntes in 1.'312; the first article of the convention of 
1818; and refers to the act of Parliament of 1819, passed to meet 
the conditions of the convention, and also to the act of .'\"\'Ll ScotIa 
of 11";:3(;; and concludes with submitting to the consideration of the 
Queen's a~vocate, and her Majesty's attorney general, the following 
seven quenes: 

1. Whether the treaty of 1783 was annulled by the war of 1812, 
and whether citizens of the United 8t:ltc3 po":,e:,,, any right of 
fishery in the waters of the lower provinces other than ceded to 
them by the conwntion of 1818; and if so, what rigllt ? 

2. Have American citizens the right, under tlwt convention, to 
(,Ilkr any of the lin),s of this province to take fish, if, after tbey have 
so f'ntfTcd, they prosecute the fishery more than three m:,rine miles 
from tl](' shores of such bays; or should the prescribed distance of 
three marine miles be measured frow the headbnds, at the entrance 
of silch hays, so ~IS to exclude them? 

3. Is the distance of thr(,(> 1n:nilll' miles to be fJ1tr;11l!te,J from the 
itHjf'l J1 S of the Cf):lsts of British Amcri,·;(, or fi:om the c .\.[reme beadlands, 
and what is to Ii<: con8idered :1 headland·1 

4. Have Anlf"ric~il1 v('s,;C'b, fitkd out f()l' :1, fi~I'J"ry, ~l ric;ht til P:U;S 
throltu:lt the (iut of Call"o, wbich thC'y call1lc,t (10 without ('Ilminp: 
within the I're,~tTib('d limits, or t,) ;tllcllll1: then' 'Ir to fi;h thel"t~; a'lt! 
is cast ill,u; bait to lure fish in the track of the F's~cl:3 fi"h:ng, wilhin 
the l11c;tllill,U: of tlw ccJtl\·cntion l' -

!J. Hitv(' AIIlf'rif":1n f"itizl'lis a right tl) land on the ':\Ll,~d:llene d:ltItls. 
and (·ol1duf'l the fishery from tilt' shores then 'fit: b\, 11~inC! nets ant! 
fwilH'S; or what right (Jf fishery (If) lIl1'Y I'n:,:" '~,~ on tile shl)rt.,.3 of tlIIlS(, 
islandf;, :il1d what is nll':1II1 1)\, the term "lllIn' Y 

G. lIave At111'ric:1t1 fi:;hern1cn tl](' ri,t.:ltt III enter t}JI' 1):IYS and II:ullors 
of this Pr<J\'illl'C f;lf tIl!' purl'0sl' of purc1w"ill,!.! \\"t)n~l or obt<lilling 
w:II('r, lwvillg pl·m·ided neither of 111!'sl' arlic·l"s :It the C"'LllJl'l1Cement 
(If" tiIl'ir YO":I!.!I''';, in tllt'ir own ("oulItrv; IIr ]1:1\·(' t)WY tit,· rilel!! ollly of 
t"ltI('ril',~· s,,·,·h' I):I~'" and lwrbllrs in t::I~I'S of distres:", or III purc1wtic 
wood :il1d oil1:lill w:ltt'r, after the usual st'lck of tll'lse arti·i('.~ £In· the 
vuyapl' or :'Iwll (isllill,u; lTatl: has bcen 1':-.:ll:ll1'Otnl or destrt,yed "! 

7. I 'nclcr !'Xi ,..;1 ill!.! tr(':1tie,~, what rights of fishery are cede!l to the 
citiz,'n,.; of the lilli11't! ~t:II"," of Aml:rica, and \\"liat reserved fi)r the 
l'x,·llI~iv(' Ctlylytlll'nt of British sul:i"C1S 1 

TIII'';L' qtlt'rit"s Wl'l"e ~c'nt to the law oHlccrs of t 1Je cro\YI1 on the '3th 
of ./1I11£', nncl on the ~Oth of ~\ugust they ('ommunj(·~lkll their reply to 
Lord P;illllC'rstnn. They state that, in answer to lh('jird qLtf'ry- , 
." \V" have the honor to report th:lt \H' :Ire of opinion that the treaty 

of 17,'-.:~ "':15 nnnull,'d by the \\":11' of lSI:?; and \ye are also of opimon 
tbat the rdJl" of tisllC'rv of the citizens of the United ~tates l1I\l~t no\v 
be consid('t"f'd as defiried and re,gulated bv the conYention of 1::::18; 
and \\·iill rt'~jll't't to the general question, :i/.Io. lellilt ri;zllt 7' we can 
only rel!'r to 1/]1'. lI·rms (~f the conwtltion as expbinecl ;u~l elucidated 
by tbe ()b:'l'l"VatlOns \vluch will occur in answerirw the other specific 

. 0 
II Ul' n(,8. 
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"2. Except within certain defined limits, to which the query put to 
us does not apply, we are of opinion that, by the terms of the treaty, 
American citizens are exclucled from the right of fishing within three 
miles of the coast of British America; and that the prescribed distance 
of three miles is to be measured from the headlands or extreme points 
of land next the sea of the coast, or of the entrance of the bays, and 
not from the interior of such bays or inlets of the coast; and conse­
quently that no right exists on the part of American citi~en.s to en.ter 
the bays of ~ova Scotia, there to take fish, although the fishll1g, bemg 
\yithin the bay, may be at a greater distance than three miles hom the 
shore of the bay, as we are of opinion that the term headland is used 
in the treaty to express the part of the land we have before mentioned, 
excludina the interior of the bays and the inlets of the coasts. 

~ . 
"4. By the treaty of 1818 it is agreed that American citizens should 

have the liberty of fishing in the Gulf of St. La 'Hence, within certain 
clefinedlimits, in common with British subjects; and such treaty does 
not contain any words negativing the right to navigate the passage of 
the Gut of Canso, and therefore it may be conceded that such right of 
navigation is not taken away by that convention; but we have now 
attentively considereu the course of navigation to the gulf by Cape 
Breton, and likewi;;e the capacity and situation of the passage of 
Canso, and of the British dominions on either side, and we are of 
opinion that, independently of treaty, no foreign country has the right 
to use or naviC;<llf; the P:ls,,;lge of Canso; and attending to the terms of 
the convention rdating to the liberty of fishery to be enjoyed by the 
Americans, we are also of opinion that that convention did not either 
expressly or 1),Y implication concede any such right of using or navi­
gating the pa;;s3ge in question. Weare also of opinion that casting 
bait to lure fish in the track of any American vessels navigating the 
pass<lge would constitute a fishing within the negative terms of the 
convention. 

"5. With reference to the claim of a right to land on the Magclalene 
islands, and to fi"h from the shores thereof, it must be observed that 
by the trt'aty the liberty of drying and curing fish (purposes which 
could only be ar'r:nmplisbed by lrll1ding) in any of the unsettled bays, 
&c., of the southern part of Ne\vfounclland, and of the coast of Labra­
Jor, is spt"'ifically provided for; but such liberty is distinctly nega­
tived in any settled bay, &c.; and it must therefore be inferred that if 
the liberty of landing on the shores of the l\Iagdalene islands had been 
intended to be concedell, such an important concession would have 
been the subject of express stipulation, and \vould necessarily have 
been accompanied with a description of the inland extent of the shore 
over which such liberty was to be exercised, and whether in settled or 
unsettled par~s; ~ut ~1Cither of these importnnt particulars is provided 
for, even oy Imp1.1catlOn; and that, among other considerations, leads 
us to the conclUSIOn that American citizens have no right to land or 
conduct the fishery from the shores of the Magdalene '-islands. The 
word' shore' does not appear to be used in the convention in any other 
th~1n tbe general or ordinary sense of the word, and must be construed 
WIth reference to the liberty to be exercised upon it, and would there-
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fore compromise the land covered with \vater as far as could be avail­
al'/f' fi)r the due enjoyment of the liberty granted. 

"fi. By the convention, the liberty of entering the bays and harbors 
of :\ova ~('otia fin· the purpose of purchasing wood and obtaining 
water i:: r:fJ!Jceded in general terms, unrestricted by any condition ex­
pn~s"c(l or implied, limiting it to vessels duly provided at the COD1-

mellcr,ment of the voyage; and we are of opinion that no such condi­
tion can be attached to the enjoyment of the liberty. 

"7. The rights of fishery ceded to the citizens of the United States, 
and those res(').:vecl for the exclusive enjoyment of British subjects, 
depend altogether upon the convention of 1818, the only existing 
tn~aly on this sul~ject between the two countries, and the material poinlil 
arising thereon have been specifically answered in our replies to the 
pncr:eding (luerir':<. • 

"We have, &c., 

"Viscount PAL.\lERSTO,"" K. B., l~L·., ~r." 

"J. DODSO)[. 
"THOS. WILDE. 

Fifte'en months elapsed before Lord ~tanley,· who, as the Earl of 
Derby, is the prr',wnt prime minister of En~LLDd, sent the an,,\\"L'r ot 
the crown lawyers to Lorf! Falkland. That it was commllflic;ttt'tl with 
rclucUmcf', evctt in ;\(Jv(,l11ll1'r, 1':'/12, is ;tpp:trent. The subject to 
which it relates, s;tid Ill', "lias frcl)lII'uli.\' cn~<I,!.!:cd tlj(' <llkntion uf my­
sdf and my colleaglles, with tl](' view of adupting' further measures, if 
lttTf':"'S;'q', filr the protc'ctiotl of British intLTcsts ill accordance \vith the 
law <IS ]<lid down" by these functionaries. "\Ve h;I\T, Ilf)\H'VCr, on 
full cOII;;id(Talion, come tf) the conclusion, as re!:!"arcls the fisheries of 
;>iova ~('ol ia, that the precautions taken by the' provincial legislature 
appr'ar ;,dl'<[llak to the pllrposC'; and tbal Dcillg l)ractiCll.llV aCIJuiesced in 
II!! thc ,111/1 ri('{//lH, no .Iilrili//' 1III'/iSI/U'S rI/'C rUJllirn/." (The dosing dt'Cla­
r;l1ion, which I haVf' placed in italic,.;, will nllt t:lil to attrnct llntiCf") 

;\I";ll1lill1c (belwl'f'll August, 1~41, ami !\mL'lllber, 1,:>!:2,) Lord Fallc­
land had till'wardl,d to tlw colonial ,,('netary two additional reports 
ma.de hy coltllnittees of the House of Assemhly, "complaining of the 
1'lInO;If:IIlIlL~lIts of ;\merican citizens on til<' fi"lleries of British ~orth 
America, and pClyitlg the esta.blishment uf a. .scl1LTal code of regula­
tion,: tin' their p('(Jtl'ctioll. A change had occurred in the ministry of 
Eltghlld, ami :'Ill'. EV(Tt'lt had succeeded .Mr. Stevenson as our envoy 
at the court of ~t. James. 

TIll' cololti,:t,.; \\'l'l'l' not tardy in actina up to the sllaaestion of Lord 
~ ~ 00 

~Ialtk~', that our gO\'L'l"llment had" PTllctl,call!J acquiesced" in the con-
,.;trtlt:tion of the cOllvl'ntion of 1818, presented in Lord Falkland's 
.. (',\SE," and affirnwcl by the crown lawyers. Early in 1S,1:3, the sub­
jl'f't \\'as l'f)llc'idered at a meeting of the chamber o(commerce of Hali­
fil\:; ;tlld Iltl~ opinion of the Queen's advocate, and her Majesty's 
attorn(,y ,!.!:l'tlf'ral, was received with great satishction by the merchants 
of that (,ity. Hl'lIcl'li)rth, in the judgment of some, competition be­
tween Ill!' colollial fishermen and our countrymen was at an end. The 

• Tho eUl.'l.'l'swr of Lord John Russell M Secretary 'for the ColoDies. 
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latter, excluded from the great bays by lines drawn from headland to 
headland, refused passage through the Strait of Canso, and deprived of 
the rirrht of landing on the shores of the Magdalene islands, were, in 
effect~ to be confined to the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. 
Assuming, as the colonial authorities did, that we were bound by a 
private and ex parte opinion, of which our government had no official 
lwow ledge, the schooner Vi ashington, of Newburyport, was seized for 
no reason, as appears, other than "fishing broad" (to use a term of 
fishermen) in the Bay of Fundy. The fact was communicated to Mr. 
Upshur, Secretary of btate, who, on the 30th June, 1843, addressed 
Mr. Everett in the following terms :* 

" SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you, here"with, copies of a let­
tpr and accompanying papers, relating to the seizure, on the 10th of 
May last, on the coast of Nova Scotia, bY' an officer of the provincial 
customs, of the American fishing schooner Washington, of Newbury­
port, Massachusetts, Cheney, master, for an alleged in£I'action of the 
stipulations of the convention of Octoher 20, 1818, between the Uni­
ted States and Great Britain. 

" Upon a reference t ) the files of the legation at London, you will find 
tbat this complaint is not the first of a similar character which has 
arisen out of the proceedings of the authorities of Nova Scotia under 
their construction of the convention, and tbat representations upon the 
subject h~IYe heretofore been made to the British government on behalf 
of American citizens, but, so far as this departmeut is advised, wilhout 
lead ing to a satisfuctory result. 

"For a full understanding of the whole question involved, I would par­
ticularly point your attention to the instructions of t~lis department to 
Mr. :-;tevenson, Nos. 71 and 89, of t/-;e respective dates of A pri! 17, 
1840, and February 20, 1841, and to the several despatches ado.ressed 
by that minister to the Secretary of State, numbered 97, 99, 108, 120, 
and 124, during the years 1840 and 1841. 

" I need not remark upon the importance to the negotiating interests of 
the United States of having a proper construction put upon the first ar­
ticle of the convention of 1818 by the parties to it. That which has 
hitherto obtained is believed to be the correct one. The obvious neces­
sity of an authoritative intervention to put an end to proceedings on the 
part of tbe British colonial authorities, alike conflicting with their con­
ventional obligations, ano. ruinous to the fortunes and subversive of the 
rights of an enterprising and deserving class of our fellow-citizens, is 
too apparent to allow this government to doubt that the government of 
her Britannic Majesty will take eflicient steps for the purpose. The 
President's confident expectation of an early and satisfactory adjust­
ment of these difficulties is grounded upon his reliance on the sense of 
justice of the Queen's government, and on the filct that £I'om the year 
1818, the date of the convention, until some years after the enactment 
ef the provincial law out of which these troubles have arisen, a pTacti­
cal construction bas been given to the first article of that instrument 
which is firmly relied on as settling its meaning in favor of the rights 
of Amerjcan citizens as claimed by the United L8tates . 

.. Executive Doeument 100, p. 117. 
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" T h:w0', therefore, to request that you will present this suqject again 
to tlw consideration of her l\Injesty's government by addressing a note 
to the British ~('eretary of St,ltr:- for Foreign Affairf5, reminding him 
that the ktt(~r of Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston remains unan­
S\\'f'fr:-d, and informing him of the anxious desire of the President that 
proper mealls should be taken to prevent the possibility of a recurrence 
of ;my like cause of complaint." 

Mr. En'[ett, on the 10th of August of the same year, thus ably and 
ck;lJoly stated his views :* 

"T'he undcr"igned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten­
tiary of t 1](' I; nited States of America, has the honor to trammit to the 
Klrl of Aberdeen, her :Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afbirs, the uccompanying papers rel1lting to the seizure on the 10th of 
May last, on the coast of Nova Scotia, by an officer of the provincial 
C\l,t()IJ/.~, of tbe American fishing schooner \V;I shington, of Ncwbury­
port, in th(; r-ltate of Mas';:lChusetts, for an alleged infraction of the 
stipulations of the convf'lltion of the 20th of October, lS18, between 
the United 1-1tat(:8 and Great Britain. 

"It :I1'1'c:lrs from the d('position of \Villiam Br:tgg, a seaman on 
bO;lf(l the Washingtoll, tbat at tlw time of h('r seizure c:he \vas not within 
tf'1I miles of the C();!st of Nova Neotia. By tlJC first mticle ()f the c'on­
v(,t1tion abov!' allude(} to, the United Nt:Jt(O~ rcn(llllJ('r~ any lilwrty IJl"IT­

to\ilre cnjlJ,Y('d or cluimed hy tlwir inhabitants to takc, dry, or cure fish 
011 or within tlJl'('c marine llIill'o"; of ;IlIY of the ('(l;lsts of I]('r .M;0E'~ly's 
domini()ns in A merir o", 1()1' which exprc;,;s provision is not made in the 
said "rli(Olf'. 'fbi,., n::nul1(Oi"tion is the only lilJlitation exi:"illg on the 
riogllt of fishing upon the CO;):;!;,; of Iler )\J;lj('~ty's dominions in ~\~mcrica, 
SI'f'llrt,d to the people of the United btuit's by the third article of the 
treaty of 17.'3:3. 

" ;l'lll' right, thereforf', of fishing on any part of the coast of l\"ova 
N("oli", : Ito a gn'atn dist;lIIcl' than tlm'e miles, is so plain, that it \Y(JUld 
he diflicllil In l'otll'rive on what gnlilIlrl it could be drawn in (]ltr'~linn, 
IJ:ld llot "ttempts been already mad(' by the provillci;il authoritil'sofher 
1\b.i('SlY'S ('olonies to intl'rt(Tl' with its exerci;,;t'. These att(~l11rts ha\'e 
filll)l!'d the C:lll~j("ct of repeated complaints on the part of the govern­
lilt 'II 1 of the Unit!'(} Nt;II('S, as will appear from ;;ever"l notes addressed 
Ly tl)(' pl'l'dcccs,.,or of the undersigned to Lord Pulmerston. 

" From the construction attempted to be placl:'d, on fl1rmer occasions, 
lIpOIl the first article of the tr(,;lty of 1,s1'-:, by the colonial <tuthorities, 
til!' IlIl!lcr~ignl'tl supposes tbat the' \V <tshington' was seized because 
sll(' was !(lUndOfishing in the RIY of Fundy, and on the Q"round that the 
ljnps within which Americun vessels are forbidden to fish are to run 
ii'olll Iwadl;lIld to headl,ancl, ;ll1d not to follow the shore. It is plain, 
11<:\\O,,\O('r, that nei.ther the words nor the spiri.t of the conventioll ;:ulmit 
o~ a~ly such c~~lstr~etion; nor, it is believed, was it set up lly tbe pro­
VIlI<'I;d :llIlbonll!'s for s('v!Tal years after the negotiation of th~lt instru-
1Il<'1lt. A o~l:lncc at the map will show Lord Aberdeen that there is, 
1'('I"11;1I>~' no Jlart of t~e gn',lt ('::tent of the seacoasts of her l\InjPsty's 
p(J~~('"~IOll''' III America III whlCh the rigbt of an American vessel to 

• EXllcutivll Doeumeni 100, page 120. 



234 

fish can be subject to less doubt than that in which the 'Washington 
was seized. 

"For a full statement of the nature of the complaints which have,. 
from timf! to time, been made by the government of the United States 
against thelroceedings of the colonial authorities of Great Britain, the 
undlTsigne invites the attention of Lord Aberdeen to a note of Mr. 
Stevenson, addressed to Lord Palmerston on the 27th of March, 1841. 
The receipt of this note was acknowledged by Lord Palmerston on 
the 2d of April, and Mr. Stevenson was informed that the suhject was 
referred by his lordship to the Secretary of State for the colonial de­
partment. 

"On the 28th of the same month Mr. Stevenson was further in­
formed by Lord Palmerston, that he had received a letter from the 
colonial department, acquainting his lordship that Mr. Stevenson's com­
munication would be forwarded to Lord Falkland, with instructions to 
inquire illto the allegations contained therein, and to furnish a detailed 
report upon the subject. The undersigned does not find on the files of 
this legation any furtller communication from Lord Palmerston in reply 
to Mr. ;-;levenson's letter of the 27th March, 1841, and he believes that 
letter still remains unanswered. 

" I II ret~Tence to the case of the' Washington,' and those of a similar 
nature which have formerly occurred, the undersigned cannot but re­
mark upon the impropriety of the conduct of the colonial authorities 
in undertaking, ,vilhout directions from her Majesty's government, to 
set up a new construction of a treaty between the United States and 
Englund, and in proceeding to act upon it by the forcible seizure of 
American vessels. 

" Such a summary procedure could only be justified by a case of ex­
treme necessity, and where some grave and impending mischief required 
to be averted without delay. To proceed to the capture of vessels 
of a fri!'lldly power for taking a few fish within limits alleged to be 
fi)rbiddel1, although allowed by the express terms of the treaty, must 
]w reg;lrded as a very objectionable stretch of provinclal authority. 
The ca8(, is obviously one for the consideration of the two governments, 
and in which no disturbance of a right exercised without question for 
fifty years fi'om the treaty of 1783 ought to be attempted by any 
subordinate authority. Even her ~Lljesty's government, the undersigned 
is convinced, would not proceed in such a case to violent measures of 
suppression without some understanding with the government of the 
United States, or, in the failure of an attempt to come to an under­
stan~ing, witho~t due notice given of the course intended to be pursued. 

" rhe underSigned need not urge upon Lord Aberdeen the desira­
bleness of an authoritative intervention on the part of her Majesty's 
government to put an end to .the proceedings complained of. 'The 
President of t~le Unite~1 States entertain:,; ~ co~fident expectation of an 
early and eqmtable adjustment of the difficultIes which have been now 
for so long a time under the consideration of her Majesty's government. 
This expectation is t~e result of the President's reliance upon the sense 
of justice of her l\-IaJesty's government, and of the fact that from the 
year 1818, the date of the convention, until some years after the at~ 
tempts of the provincial authorities to restrict the rights of American 
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v~ssels by coloniallegislatiop, a J!ractical construc~ion :"vas giv:en to the 
first article of the conventIOn, In accordance wIth the ObVIOUS £ur­
port of its terms, and settling its meaning as understood by the Uruted 
States. 

"The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to tender to Lord 
Aberdeen the assurance of his distinguished consideration." 

Lord Aberdeen did not reply to Mr. Eyere~t's letter un!il t~e 15th of 
April, 1844. In his answer of that date, whIch follows, It wIll be seen 
th:lt Ilis lord:::hipdeclined to enter into a d~fence of the cou.rse adopted 
by Nova Scotia; and that he confined hIm"elf to the seIzure of the 
\V;lshington, and to an argument upon the term" bay" as u~ed in the 
convention. It will be seen, also, that he justified the detentIOn of the 
\Vas})ill,!jtrm on the ground, solely, that she" was found fishing within 
the Bay of Fundy." He says :* 

"The note which Mr. Everett, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of th(~ Unitcrl Staks ot' America, addressed to the un­
der:-:igned, her M;Jjcsty's Principal ~ccretClry of ~tate tf)r Foreign Affairs, 
on the lOth of August last, respecting the seizure of the American fish­
ing vessel \Vashiugton, hy the officers of l\" ova ~cotia, having been duly 
rcfi·rn-d to the Colonial Oflice, and by that office to the governor of Nova 
f-;cotiu, the lJnd,'r:-:igne(l has now the honor to communicate to Mr. Ev­
eret 1 llw result of those references. 

"The complaint which M1'. Everd! submits to her Majesty's ,goyern­
ment is, t1wt, contrary to the exprcss stipulations of the convention con­
cll!(kd Oil the 20th of October, 1,';;18, between Great Britain and the 
Ulli1t'd ~t;)tcs,;m American fi:"hing vessel W;IS seized by the British 
allt/lOrilic's for fishing in the B:ly of Fundy, where Mr. Everett affirms 
tli;lt, hy the treaty, Aml'j'ican vessph have a right to fish, provided 
tl/('y ;Irc: at a gre:lte[ distance than three marine miles from the l'();I~t. 

" ;\1 r. EVI~rl'1t, in submitting this (';Ise, lloes not cite the \yords of the 
tn-;I1\', hut S[;I[I'S, in g,-neral terms, thClt by the first article of said trenty 
tIl(' (' II !tc~l ~~ta~es relll nmcI - Clny liberty heretofore enjoyed or cbimecl 
by tlH~lr mhablt:11It,;, to take, dry, or cure fish, on or within three 
~llil(':-: of any of the coasts of any l\Iajesly's dominions in Amer­
lea. Upon rl~lerc-lll'(', however, to the won1" of the treaty, it will be 
"1'1'11 tllat American vessel,; have no right to fish, and inCleed are ex­
l'rl'ssly tlebarlTd from fishing, in ;my l)ay on the coast of l\"uva Scotia. 

"'1'\11' WOI"d" of the treatvofOctolw[, 18]8, article 1, run thus: 'And 
~he ('inite(l ~l:ltl',., hereby renounce forever any liberty heretofore en­
Joyetl or daimetl by the inhabitants thereot: to take, dry, or cure fish 
Oil or 1I'!lh~n tlm;c marine miles of any of the coasts, bays, creeks, or har~ 
bO.rs . III Ill;; Bntallnic l\Ltjl'sty'S dominions in America, not inclucletl 
wltllltl till' ab()"c-mentionecllimil,o.:, [that is, Newfoundland, Labrador, 
nne! othe·r parts separate' frOlll l\'ova ~cotia:] provided however that 
t IH' ;\ Illerican fish,crmen sh,,11 be admitted to enter such bays or ha~bors 
for thl' 1)llrjlll~1' at "helter,' &c. 

" It j" tluB clearly provided that American fishermen shall not take 
ti~b within t!tree m;lrine miles of allY bay of Nova Scotia, &c. If the 

.. Ex('cutinl Document 100, page 122. 
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t:reaty was intended to stipulate simply that American fishermen should 
not take fish within three miles of the coast of Nova Scotia, &c., there 
was n~ occasion for using the word 'bay' at aU. But the proviso at the 
end of the article shows that the word 'bay' was used designedly; for 
it is expn'ssly stated in th:1t proviso, that under certain circumstances 
the All1erican fishermen may enter ba!Js, by which it is evidently meant 
that they may, under those circumstances, pass the sea-line which forms 
the entrance of the bay. The undersigned appi'ehends that this con­
struction will be admitted by Mr. Everett. 

"That the Washington was found fishing within the Bay of Fundy, 
is, the undersigned believes, an admitted fact, and she was seized ac­
cordingly." 

It is possible that the contents of Lord Aberdeen's letter were imme­
di:ltely communicated to Lord Falkland, since the latter, a few weeks 
after its date, issued a proclamation charging aU officers of the customs, 
the sheriffs, and other officials of Nova Scotia, to be vigilant in en­
forcing the proyision of several recited acts of the imperial and pro­
vinciallegislatures, and the stipulations of the convention with the Uni­
ted ~t :It<'S, relatiye to illicit fishing within certain distance of the coasts, 
bllYs, and harbors of British America. 1\Ir. Everett again addressed the 
British minister on the 25th May, 1844, in a state paper which, for 
spirit, dignity, and force of argument, is a model.* It is here inserted 
entire: 

"The undersigned, Ellyny Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten­
tiary of the United States of America, had the honor duly to receive 
tll(' nute of the 15th of April, addressed to him by the Earl of Aber­
deen, her l\L~esty's PrilJcipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affiurs, in 
reply to tbe note of the unclersigned of the 10th of August last, relative 
to the scizUl"c Ill' the American vessel the \Vashington, for having been 
found fishing within the limits of the Bay of Fundy. 

" The note of the undersigned of the 10th of August last, although 
its immediate occasi( ill was the seizure of tbe Washington, contained a 
reference to the correspondence between Mr. Steyenson and Viscount 
Palmerstnn on the suLdect of fanner complaints of the American gov­
ernment of the manner in which the fishing vessels of the United States 
had, in several ways, been interfered with by the provincial authorities, 
in contra vc:ntinn, as is believed, of the treaty of October, 1818, between 
the two countries. Lord Aberdeen's attention was particularly invited 
to the fact that no answer as yet had been returned to Mr. Stevenson's 
note to Lord Palmerston, of 27th March, 1841, the receipt of which, 
and its reference to the Colonial Department, were announced by a 
note of Lord Palmerston of the 2d of April. The undersigned further 
observed that, on the 28th of the same month, Lord Palmerston ac­
quainted Mr. Stevenson that his lordship had been advised fi'om the 
Colonial Office that 'copies of the papers received from .Mr. Steven­
son would be furnished to Lord Falkland, with instructions to inquire 
into the allegations contained therein, and to furnish a detailed report on 
the sUbject;' but that there was not found on the files of this legation 
any further communication from Lord Palmerston on the subject. 

* Executive Document No. 100, page 123. 
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" The note of Lord Aberdeen of the 15th of April last is confined 
exr:li I-jwly to the case of the 'Washington; and it accordingly be­
comcs the duty of the undersigned again to invitp his lordship's at­
tention to the correspondence above referred to between Mr. Steven­
son awl Lord Palmerston, and to req11est that inquiry may be made, 
without unnecessary delay, into all the causes of complaint ,,.hich have 
been marie Ly the American government against the improper inter­
ference of the British colonial authorities with the fishing Yessels of the 
U niu'd f.!tates. 

"In reference to the case of the Washington, Lord Aberdeen, in 
his note of the 15th of April, justifies her seizure b~' an arm~cl p::ovin­
cia 1 V(:;,;:,:('1, on the assumed f~lct that, as she was found fishmg III the 
Bay fJI Fundy, she was within the limits fi'om 'which the fi"hin~ vessels 
of tbe United States are excluded by the provisions of the conyention 
betwecn the two countries of October, 1818. 

" 'J' Ij(~ undersigned had remarked, in his note of the 10th of August last, 
on tbe impropriety of the conduct of the colonial authorities in proceed­
ing in rcir'lf'nce to a question of construction of a treaty pending between 
the t\\O ('ountries, to decide the question in their own bYor, and in vir­
tue flf tlmt decision to order the capture of the w:"scls of a friendly 
State. A slimmary exercise of power of this kind, the undersigned i" 
sure, would. never ue resorted to hy her l\Llj('sty's ,govl'rIll1H'nt, ('xcept 
in an (':\1 reme case, while a. negotiation was in train on the point at 
issue. :--;ucl! a procedure, on the part of a local colonial authority, i~, 
of ('ourse, highly objectional)lL', and the undersigned l'tlnnot but ug:lin 
invi1r' llle attention of Lord Aberdeen to this vir'\\' of the su bjLTt. 

"\Vilh r('sp('(" to the main qlwo-;tion of the ric;llt of Ameri(,:111 ,"c:,sel;; to 
{["h wil hin the acknowledged limits of the B:ly of Fundy, it is nccC':"­
sa 1'.", tin' a clear understanding ()f the case, to go back to the treaty of 
17~:L 

" ny this treaty it was provided that the citizens of the C'nitr'd :-:tates 
should 1)(, allow('d 'to tn kp fish of ('\'Cry kind on such part of the l'():I~t 
of J\('wu)lllldland as British fishfTmen "iJ;dl USE', (but nut to dry (II' cure 
the S;IIIW 011 that island,) and also on the CO:lst;;, b;IY;:, and cn'd,;; of all 
oth(,1' (If hi:-; Britannic .M<ljL'"ty's dominions in AmcTica, and that the 
Allll'l'il';m ji,~llermen sha'll liavc liberty to dry ;md curt' fish in any 
of tilt' llll:,dtled b<lY;;, harbors, awl creeks of Soya Scotia, l\Ia!.!lblt'l1C' 
i;;lallr\;;, ;1111 I Labn{dur, so long as thl' same shall remain unsettl~d; but 
so "/lOll as the same or either of them slwll he ~t'ltlecl, it shall not be 
law rill ti)r the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement \yith­
out tI pre\' j()lIs agreement for that purpose ,,-ith the inhabItants, propri­
etors. 01' PO;;sc8sors of that ground.' 

" TII/'~l~ privileges and conditions were in reference to a country of 
wiliell a ('('II;;iderable portion Was then unsettled, likely to be atten~led 
\\'ith ditl;,\,cnees of opinion as to what should, in the progress of time, be 
aC('(llll1ted a ';l'ulement from which AmeriC:lll fishermen might be exclu­
de.d, TlwO'(' ?iffercnees in fuct arose, and by the year 1518 the state of 
tillllgs.w<i,;;c(ll:u' ~han$ed that her.Mujl'sty's governmel?t thought it neces­
sary,. m n(,~()~latlll~ ttl: conyentlOn ot tliat year, entIrely ~o exc?pt the 
rW \'II1('I' nf Nova :-;(·.olta fi'om t~e numLer ot the pbce,.: w1nch illight be 
trc(luented hy AIIll'rlcan:; as bell1g in part unsettled, and to provide that 
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the fishermen of the U nitedStates should not pursue their occupation 
within three miles of the shores, bays, creeks, and harbors of that 
and other p:trts of her Majesty's possessions similarly situated. The 
privilege reserved to American fishermen by the treaty of 1783, of taking 
fish in all the waters, and drying them on all the unsettled portions of 
thl' coast of these possessions, was accordingly, by the convention of 
181S, restricted as follows: 

" , The United States hereby renounce forever any liberty heretofure 
enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to take, dry, or cure fish 
on or within three miles of any of the coasts, bays, creeks, or harbors of 
his Britannic l'I:',iesty's dominions in America, not included within the 
'above-mentioned limits : provided, however, that the American fisher­
men sb:t11 be admitted to enter such bays ot harbors for the purpose of 
sheltering and repairing damages therein, of purchasing wood, and of 
obtaining water, and for no other purpose whatever.' 

"The existing doubt as to the construction of the provision arises from 
the fact that a broad ann of the sea runs up to the northeast, between the 
provinc'('s of New Bruns\vick and Nova Scotia. This arm of the sea 
being commonly called the Bay of Fundy, though not in reality pos­
ses"ing all tbe characters usually implied by the term' bay,' has of 
late years been claimed l>y the provincial authorities of Nova Scotia to 
be included among' the coasts, bays, creeks, and harbors' forbidden to 
American fish (,l'llwn. 

" An examination of the map is sufficient to show the doubtfulll3ture 
of thi" construction. It was notoriously the object of the article of the 
treaty in qUb!ion to put an end to the difficulties which had grown out 
of the operations of the fishermen from the United States along the 
coasts and upon the shores of the settled portions of the country, and 
for that purpose to remove their vessels to a distance not exceeding 
three miles ii'om the same. In estimating this distance, the undersigned 
adrnit~ it to be the intent of the treaty, as it is itself reasonable, to have 
regard to the general line of the coast; and to consider its bays, creeks, 
and harbors-that is, the indentations usually so accounted-as included 
within that line. But the undersigned cannot admit it to be reasonable, 
instead of thus following the general directions of the coast, to draw a 
lillt' from the southwesternmost point of Nova Scotia to the tennination 
of the northeastern boundary between the United States and New 
Brunswick, and to consider the arms of the sea which will thus 
be cut oil; and which cannot, on that line, be less than sixty miles 
wide, as one of the bays on the coast from which American vessels are 
excluded. By this interpretation th? fishermen of the Unit,ed States 
would be shut out from th,e waters dIstant, not t~ll'ee, but thuty miles 
from any part of the c?lomal coast. ~h~ u~dersigned cannot perceive 
that any assignable object of the restnctlOn Imposed by the convention 
of 1818 on the fishing privilege accorded to the citizens of the United 
States by the treaty of 1783, requires such a latitude of construction. 

"It is obvious that (by the terms of the treaty) the fiuthest distance to 
which fishing vessels of the United ~tates are o?liged to hold t~emselves 
from the colonial coasts and bays, IS three Imles. But, owmg to the 
pecn,liar configuration of these coasts, t~ere is a successio~l of ?ays in­
dentlllg the shores both of New BrunswIck and Nova Scotla, wIthin the 
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Bay of Fundy. The vessels of the United States have a general right 
to tlpproach all the bays in her ~fajesty's :o~onial dominions.' \vitllin 
any tli,-t:mce not less than three mIles-a pnvllege from the enjoyment 
of which they will be wholly excluded-in this part of the coast, if the 
bruad arm of the sea which flo\vs up between new Bruns\yick and 
nUva ~cotia is itself to be considered one of the forbidden bays. 

"LI~tly-and this consideration seems to put the matter beyond 
doubt-the construction set up by her Majesty's colonial authorities, 
would altogether nullify another, and that a most important stipulation 
of the treaty, about which there is no controversy, viz: the privilege 
r('''(~rved to American fishing vessels of taking shelter and repCliring 
damages in the bays within which they are forbidden to fish. There 
is, of course, no shelter nor means of repairing damages for a vessel 
entering the Bay ot' Fundy, in itself considered. It is necessary, before 
relief or succor of any kind can be had, to trayerse that broad 8rm of 
the sea and reach the bays and harbors, proper1y so called, which in­
dent the coast, and which are no doubt the bays and harbors referred 
to in the convention ot 1818. The pri\'ikge of entering the latter in 
extremity of weather, reserved by the treaty, is of the utmost import­
ance. It enables the fisherman, whose cCJuipHge is ahnl,Ys very slender, 
(that of the Washington was four men all told,) to pursue his laborious 
occupation with compar:,tive safety, in the asmrance that in one of the 
suddcn :Ind clangcrfJlls changes of weather so ii'c'quent anel so terrible 
on tbis iroll-bo1Jnd ('oast, he (':m t.ake slwlter in a neighborillg and fri('ndly 
purt. Tn fiH'bid bim to ~I pproach within thirty milcs of that port, ex­
cept r; II" sheltn ill cxtrclIlity of weather, is to ti)l'bid him to rc,"( In there 
f;)r that 1'1Ir]lOS(·. It is k('('pill,!: him at SU('ll a distancc at sca as \\' holly 
tl) c!('str()y til!' \,:tlne of the privilege expH'''';\Y n'served. 

"In t:l!:t it would fi)l\ow, if the construction contended felr J ",' the Brit­
ish colonial authorities were sustained, that t\HJ ('ntirL"lv diHcrent limit~ 
atiolls would ('xist in rderenc(: to the right ot' shelt('!" ]'f'-servcd to Atner­
i(':m \'('"sc\s on the shores of her ~L1.icsty';; 1'010ni81 pn:'scs"inns. They 
\\'(ll1ld Ii!' :lllowed to fish witilin tlm'c' miles (If t\lC' pLItT (If slldtc'!" along 
the ,~r('<lkr part of the ('I):IS!.; while'in reference to the entire extent of 
s!J()j'1' \\"ithin the Bay of Fundy, they would be \yholly prohibited from 
Ji~lJilJg :i/ong the 1'():I,.;t, and w()uld II(' kept at a clistarwe of tm:'nty or 
thirt}' mil(,s li'om any place ofrdil!!C in case of extremity. There are 
certainly n(l obvious principles wllicb rendc'}' such a construction proh­
ablt'. 

"The ~r:dcrsigned fbtters h~mself that these considerations will go 
far to ,;atl';!y Lord Aberdeen of the correctness of the American uncler­
stant,ling ?f the words 'B;lY of Fundy,' arguing on the terms of the 
treaties 01 1783 and 1818. \Vhen it is admitted that, as the uuc\er­
sigllf'd is adviscd, there has been no attempt till late years to give them 
auy (lther construction than that tor \vhich the American government 
now ('(llltc?cl,;, tile point would seem to be placed beyond doubt. 

" :\I~';lntlme Lord Aberdeen will allow that this is a question, however 
doubt fu I, to II(' settlcd exclusivelv l)v her ~Iaje;;ty' s government ;md 
that of the U nit(·( l ~talt's. No disposi'tion has been evinced by the bt­
tl'[ to anti('i pate ,tll!~ decision of the question; and the undersigned must 
;1;;;lIli rel'rl':'t:ot It to the Earl of Aberdeen as a matter of just complaint 
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and surprise on the pa.rt of his government, that the opposite course has 
been pursued by her Majesty's colonial authorities, who have proceeded 
(the undersigned is confident without instructions from London) to cap­
ture and detain an American vessel on a construction of the treaty which 
is a matter of discussion between the two governments, [lnd while the 
undersigned is actually awaiting a. communication on the subject prom-:­
ised to his predecessor. 

"This course of conduct, it may be added, objectionable under any 
circumstances, finds no excuse in any supposed urgency of the case. 
The 'Yashington was not within three times the limit admitted to be 
prescribed in reference to the approach of American vessels to all other 
parts of the coast, and in taking a few fish, out of the abundance which 
exists in those seas, she certailJly was inflicting no injury on the inter-, 
ests of the colonial population which required this summary and violent 
measure of redress. 

" The undersigned trusts that the Earl of Aberdeen, on giving a re­
newed consideration to the case, \vill order the restoration of the 'Va8h­
ington, if still detained, and direct the colonial authorities to abstain 
from the further capture of the fishing vessels of the United States un­
der similar circumstances, till it has been decided between the two 
governments whether the Bay of Fundy is included among' the coasts, 
bays, creeks, and harbors,' which American vessels are not permitted 
to approach within three miles. 

" The undersigned request" Lord Aberdeen to accept the assurances 
of his distinguished consideration." 

On the 6th Septembcr, 1844, Mr. Calhoun* (who had succeeded 
Mr. Upshur as Secretary of State) caned the attention of Mr. Everett 
to the seizure of the American fishing schooner Argus, by the British 
cutter Sylph, off the coast of Cape Breton. From the representation 
which accompanied the Secretary's despatch, it appears that the Argus, 
when captured, was at a distance of "fifteen miles from any land." 
This was the second case of seizure under the new construction of the 
convention of 1818. Mr. Everett, in presenting the matter to Lord 
Aberdeen, on the 9th of October of that year, stated t that "The 
grounds assigned for the capture of this "esse! are not stated with great 
distinctness. They appear to be connected partly by the construct.ion 
set up by her Majesty's provincial authorities in America, that the line 
within which vessels of the United ~tates are forbidden to fish is to be 
drawn from headland to headland, and not to follow the indentations of 
the coast, and partly with the regulations established by those authori­
ties, in consequence of the annexation of Cape Breton to Nova Scotia." 
That, "with respect to the former point, the undersigned deems it un­
necessary, on this occasion, to add anything to ,the observations con­
tain~d. in ?is note to L?rd Aberdeen, of the 2,5th of ~~ay, on the subject 
of limltatIOns of the nght sec~red to Amer:can fishmg vessels by the 
treaty of 1763 and the conven~IOn of 1818, m reply to the note of his 
lordship of the 15th of April on the same subj~ct. As far as the car~ 
ture of the Argus was made under the authonty of the act annexing 

if Executive Document 100, poge 128. t Executive Document 100, page 131. 
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Cripe Breton to Nova Scotia, the undersigned would observe that he is 
unde'r the impression that the question of the legality of that measure 
is still pending before the judicial committee of her ,Majesty',; plivy 
council. It would be very doubtful whether rights secured to American 
vessels under pulllic compacts could, under any circumstance,~, be im­
paired by acts of subsequent domestic legislation; but to proceed to 
capture American vessels, in virtue of such acts, while their kg,dity is 
dr;lwn in question by the home government, seems to be a measure as 
u~ust as it is harsh." 

And he remarked, further, thrlt "it is st::tted by the captain ()f the 
'Argus' that the commander of the Nova 8coti;1 schooner, I,,Y wllich he 
was captured, s;lid that he was 'within three miles of the line Iwyond 
which, 'on their construction of the treaty, we were a lawful prizl", and 
that he seized us to settle the question.' 

"The undersigned again feels it his duty, on behalf of his .!II )v('rn­
ment, f(mn;,J]y to protest against an act of this (k~('ript;lIn. ~\IIII'I'il'an 
vc:s,~ds of' trit-ling size, and pursuing a brnnch of industry of the most 
harmless description, which, how (,V(T bendlcin 1 to 1 ht'!l1C'( 'h-(',~, f)('t';I.~i/)ns 
no detriment to others, illsir;;ld of being turneu otrthe dclmt;ILk fishing 
ground-a reltwdy fully ;!Ckll'liItc to the nlle,C'I,d I'yil-;Irc p!'llL'el,dl'd 
;lg;liJI.~t <IS if eng;lgI,d in the most undoubted inti'actiIJIls of rnuuicip;d 
law or the ]U\\' oi' 1J;ltions, captured nnc! sent into port, their crews de­
prived of t}lcir clotbing ;lI1d l'('r~onal dJ(,('/", uml thl' vl'~"d" "lil~il'dl'c1 
to a moc]c of procedure in the ('[)mt.~ \V hich amounts in mo n)' C;ISl'S to 
confiscation; ;111{1 tlli,., is done to "dt\I' the cOII."tt'lll'tinn Dr a tn'~llV. 

"A ('our"I'. so violent and UIII/(,(,CC''';Il'ily harsh \\'oltl,l Ill' n',!'!::lr~klll)y 
any g()VI'fIlIIlcnt ;IS a .iu;;:t (';llI"(' of enmphint ng;lill.~t ;my other witb 
WhCHlI it might difkr in the cIJIl"lrlwlion (Jf a n;ltilllJ:tl ('lJlIJpnct. But 
\\'}Il'rt it j;;: clln"idcn,d th;lt these <11'(' the ;1l'lS of' a pw\'inei;Jl ,!2[)\'I'f11IIWllt, 
\,ilb \\'llO111 tl"lt of tIll' lTnitcd ~tall's hets ;m(lean h<1.\'(> no illffTl'our:,(', 
and thal Illl'y cOlllinue nnd arc rl'!)J';Ilt'd while tIj(' l'nill'd :'1;11,''; ;Ill(] 

(:rl'.ll Britain, the ulIly partie,; 11) till' tre;lty, tIlt, pmport Ill' \\111):'" p1'o­
viC'ions is I'alled in qlH',;til)/), an' ;llllil';ILly disctl""in!,!: 11l<' 1l1:lti<'r, witl! 
ever\" wisII, on both sides, to hrillg it to a rc;tsonal)Ie ,.;: ,1tkment, L()rd 
Abci-r/I'('IJ will pcrcL'i\'e that it l)l'~'I)Illl''' a subjt'ct of complaint of tl1l' 
most Sl Til )1I~ kind. 

"As such, till' unl kr;;:igncd is instructed agnin to hrill,~ it to Lord 
Alwnll'L'II'~ noticl', and to I'\: pre"" the conlident hopI' 1 h;lt <"uell meas­
ures of J('dn ';;:s n s the urgency of the Cl.~f' requires 'will, at the instance 
of his lordship, be promptly resortell to." 

'I'll\' ('\'1'111" of 1845 were highly interesting and important. The 
colUlIi"ts had, apparently, accomplished their long~C'herished pIans. 
The opinion of the crown lawyers in ISH; the declaration of Lord 
~t;J1t!I'Y in I~4:!, that our goycn;mcnt "practically acguicsCI'rI" in the 7/(71) 

I'onstruction of the convention; and the capture of the 'V~I;;:hil1:ct/ln in 
It),1:3, ji)r an infringement of that construction, and for no other offence 
wltaln cr, were all calculated to impress them with the Iwlid' that the 
C(lllt(,,,t was ;\ I an end. ~Uc1I, I couti.>:3S, was the inclination I)f my 

• own mind. My home w;}s on the frontier; I w rrs a dealer in the pro­
d lid" of the "(:;1, and \\';1'; in the daily transaction of business with fish­
('[wcn of NL'W Bnlllswick and NO"a Scotia, and ,Yas well adyi:,cd of 

1G 
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the measures which were adopted by the colonists, from time to time, 
to induce the ministry at home to sustain their pretensions. The zeal 
which was manifested by those who managed the British side of the 
case, and the seeming apathy of the American press and the American 
people; the rumors from the Government House at Halifax, and the want 
of all information from the White House at Washington, gave rise to 
much alarm. Official silence on our part was at last broken; and s~ch 
of our citizens as were engaged in the fisheries, or were otherwise 
involved in the issue of the controversy, were astounded, in June, at 
the following paragraph which appeared in the" Vnion," a newspaper 
supposed to enjoy the confidence of our government, and said, in the 
popular sentiment, to be its" organ." " Weare gratified," said that 
paper, "to be now en abled to state, that a despatch has been recently 
received at the Department of State ii-om 1\1r. Everett, our minister at 
London, with which he transmits a Ilotefrom Lord Aberdeen, containing 
the satisfactory intelligence that, after a reconsideration of the subject, 
although the Queen's government adhere to the construction of the con­
vention which they have always maintained, they have still come to 
the determination of relaxing from it, so far as to allow American fish­
ermen to pursue their avocations in any part of the Bay of Fundy, pro­
vided they do not approach-except in the cases specified in the treaty 
of ISl8-within three miles of the entrance of any bay on the coast 
of Kova Scotia or New Brunswick. 

" This is an important concession, not merely as removing an occasi.on 
of frequent and unpleasant disagreement between the two governments, 
but as reopening to our citizens those valuable fishing grounds within 
the Bay of Fundy which they e1-Doyed before the war of 1812, but 
from which, as the British government has since mainlained, they were 
excluded by the convention of 1818." 

The assertion, fi'om suclt a source, that the British government had 
"always maintained" the construction of the convention contended for in 
the" case" submitted to the crown lawyers by Lord Falkland, in 1841 ; 
the annunciation that uur vessels were no longer to fish "within t!tree 
miles 0/ the ENTRANCE 0/ any bay on tlte coa$t 0/ Nova Scotia or New 
Brut1$wick," the Bay of Fundy alone excepted; the further declaration 
that the fishing grounds of that bay" enjoyed before the war of 1812," 
and lost to us by that event, were now" reopened" to us by "an im­
portant concession"-excited the liveliest sensibility, and were regarded 
In the fishing towns of Maine and Massachusetts with dismay. The 
colonists had pushed their claims so secretly and so adroitly, that the 
crowning acts ?f their policy were hardly known to our countrymen who 
resorted to theIr seas; and the fact that the Bay of Fundy was in dis­
Yllte, was first ascertained by many of them on the seizure of the 
" Washington" for fishing there. It was expected that some more defi­
nite annunciation would be made, or that the correspondence between 
Mr. Everett and the British government, which preceded and led to the 
"concession,." would follow the article just quoted fi'om the "V nion;" 
but the precIse terms of the arrangement of 1845 'were never stated, 
either in that paper or elsewhere, and the citizens whose property was. 
exposed to capture by British cruisers and colonial cutters were left to 
pursue their business in apprehension and doubt. Under these circum-
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stances, the writer of this report assumed the task of attempting to 
imprc~s the public mind with the probable state of affilirs. He wrote 
for the periodical and for the newspaper rn"s; he addressed letters to 
pfTsons interested in enterpri8es to the British colonial sea:', and to 
per80ns in official employments; he continued his labors, in various 
other ways, for quite a year: he was unsupported, and abandoned the 
dCflign finally in despair. . 

The American people remained in ignorance of the tenor of the cor­
rCflpondence referred to above until August, 1')-52, when it w~s em­
braced in the documents submitted by the President to the Senate, in 
answer to a resolution of that body.'" Lord Aberdeen's letter of ::\Iarch 
10, 1845,t consenting to admit our fishermen into the Bay of Fundy, 
"as the concession ?/ a privilege," and in relaxation of the ne\v construc­
tion of thc convention, and ;\fro Everett's reply, of thE' 25th of the same 
month,t accepting the same as the continuation of "a right" always 
enjoyed, and never impaired, are properly inserted in this connexion. 
The letter of our minister, it is to be observed, was amon!!, his la,:;t officia 1 
acts, as he was recalled almost immediately atter co~municating to 
our government the conditions which, in opposition to the remonstrances 
of the colonists, and the alleged "practical ;)cfluiesccl1ec" of our own 
C:I \Jilwt in the opinion of tl](' ('[own lawyers, he had 1)('('n able to Se­
cur!'; it closed the corrcspnndence. In ability, it is in no respect infe­
ri(Jr to bis letter of l\l;Jy ::5th, 1844, already copied, and is among the 
most valuable state p:lpers in our archivl's, inasmuch <IS it is the only 
Olle wllich we C:llI cite to show our dissent to tbe British claim tn the 
Bay of Fundy, "as a bay within the meaning of tllf' treaty of 1~13." 

His lordship said: 
"The undITsigl,ed, her Majesty's Principal 8r'crttary of 8t[lt(' filr 

Foreign Affilirs, duly relc'Hed tl) the colonial department tIlE' note w hidl 
Mr. Everett, Envoy Extraordinary and :Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United St:lt('S of America, did him the honor to ;H1(lrl'sS to him on the 
2-5th of May hst, respecting the case of the' \VashinC!tnn,' fishing VI'fl­
sel, and on the general question of the right of United ~t;I1('s fi~h 
enncn to pursue their calling in tbe Bay of Fundy; and having shortly 
since received the answer of that department, the undlT~iC!ned is now 
ell:tbkd to make a reply to Mr. Everett's communication, which he trmts 
will be found satisfactory. 

"In acquitting himself of this duty, the undersigned will not think 
it nc('('s"ary to enter into a lengthened argument in reply to the obser­
vations which haY(' at diHt'rent times been suhmitted to her Majesty's 
govt'flllUcnt by Mr. ~te\'enson and Mr. Everett, on the subject of the 
right of fishing in the Bay of Fundy, as claimed in behalf of the United 
~I al t 'S citizens. The undersignetl will confine himself to stating that 
aftN the most ddibemte rcconsideration of the subject, and with every 
desire to do full justice to the United States, and to view the claiuls 
put fiJI'ward on behalf of V nited Btates citizens in the most favor­
able li~ht, her ~b.it'sty's government are nevertheless still constrained to 
dCIl)' tIll' right of Cnitl'd States citizens, under thl' treaty of IS} S, to 
fish in that part of the Bay of Fundy which, from it;; geognlphir::al 

• Ex. VOl'. lOti. t Ex. Doc. lO{I. l' 13.). t Ex. n,,· IIh\ p. 13G. 
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poSItIOn, may properly be considered as included within the British 
possessions. 

"Her Majesty's government must still maintain-and in this view they 
are fortified by high legal authority-that the Bay of Fundy is right­
fully claimed by Great Britain, as a bay within the meaning of the 
treaty of 1818. And they equally maintain the position which was laid 
down in the note of the undersigned, dated the 15th of April last, 
that, with regard to the other bays on the British American coasts, no 
United States fisherman has, under that convention, the right to fish 
within three miles of' the entrance of such bays as designated by a line 
dmwn from headland to headland at that entrance. 

"But while her Majesty's government still feel themselves bound to 
maintain these positions as a matter of right, they are nevertheless not 
insensible to the advantages which would accrue to both countries from 
~ relaxation of the exercise of that right; to the United States as con­
ferring a material benefit on their fishing trade; and to Great Britain 
and the United States, conjointly and equally, by the removal of a fer-
tile source of disagreement between them. . 

"HeT Majesty's government are also anxious, at the same time that 
they uphold the just claims of the British crown, to evince by every 
reasonable concession their desire to act liberally and amicably towards 
the United 8tares. 

"The undersigned has accordingly much pleasure in announcing to 
Mr. Everett the determination to which her Majesty's government have 
come, to relax in £Cwor of the United States fishermen that right which 
Great Britain has hitherto exercised, of excluding those fishermen trom 
the British portion of the Bay of Fundy, and they are prepared to di­
rect their colonial authorities to allow henceforward the United States 
fishermen to pursue their avocations in any part of the Bay of Fundy, 
proYidecl they do not approach, except in the cases specified in the 
treaty of 1818) within three miles of the entrance of any bay on the 
coast of l\ova Scotia or New Brunswick. 

" In thus communicating to Mr. Everett the liberal intentions of her 
l\fajesty's government, the undersigned desires to call Mr. EyeTett~s at­
tention to the fact that the produce of the labor of the British colonial 
fishermen is at the prl:'sent moment excluded by prohibitory duties on 
the part of the United States fi'om the markets of that country; and 
the undersignell would submit to Mr. Everett that the moment at which 
the British government are making a liberal concession to United 
States trade, might well be deemed favorable for a counter concession 
on the part of the United States to British trade, by the reduction of 
the duties which operate so prejudicially to the interest of the British 
colonial fishermen . 

•. The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Everett the assu­
rances of his high consideration." 

Mr. Everett rejoined: 
"The u~ldersigned, Envoy ~xtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 

of.the Umted States of Amen~a, has the honor to acknowledge the re­
ceIpt of a note of the lOth Instant from the Earl of Aberdeen her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in repiy to 
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the communication of the undersigned of the 15th of .May last, on the 
case of the 'Washington,' and the construction given by the govern­
ment of the United States to the convention of lSB, relative to the 
right of fishing on the coasts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

" Lord Aberdeen acquaints the undersigned, that, after the most de­
liberate reconsideration of the subject, and with every desire to do full 
justice to the United States and to view the claims put forward on be­
half of their citizens in the most favorable light, her l\Iajesty's govern­
ment are nevertheless still constrained to deny the right of citizens of 
the United States, under the treaty of 1818, to fish in that part of the 
Bay of Fundy which from its geographical position may properly be 
(:onsir\pred as included within the British possessions; and also to main­
tain that, with regard to the other bays on the British American coasts, 
no United States fisherman has, under that convention, the right to fish 
within three miles of the entrance of such bay, as d esigllated by a line 
drawn from headland to headland at that entrance. 

" Lord Aberdeen, however, informs the undersi,£,rned that, although 
continuing to maintain these positions as a matter of right, her M<\jesty's 
government ,Ire not insensihle to the advantuges which might accrue 
to both countries from ,I rcl:Jxal ion in its exercise; that they are anx­
ious, while' upholding tbe just claims of the British cro\vn, to evince 
by ('very reasonable COCH'C:'""ioll their desire to act liberally and ami­
cahly tow,JrCls the Ullited ~lat('s; and that her M'l.iC'sty's ,Qovernment 
have (]c('or<iillgly (,()Ill<' to the deterlllination 'to relax in Llyor of the 
Unilt'd t-it;J/I'S Ij"lH'rllJ('n the right which Greot BritrJin has hitherto I'X­

en·ised of l'xcluding those fishermen from the British portion of the 
Day of Fundy, and are prr'pare(l to dirf'('t tlwir l'olonial authorities to 
allow, henceforward, the United Nwtcs fi:-d]('rmen to pursue their avo­
cations in any part of thl' Bay of Fundy, provided they do not ap­
prone It, I 'XCt'pt in the cases specified in the treuty of 1 S I "-, within three 
mill'S of tIl<' entrance uf any bay on the coast of S()\-a Scotia or New 
BrulJ.~wi('k.' 

" TIH' undersigned receiws with great sati"faction this commuJlico­
tion from Lore1 Alwnl('cn, which prOllli,,;('s the permanent removal tlf a 
fi'uitlid 1·'IlI.~(, of disogn'emc:nt hl'twt'l'n the [,YO countries, in reference 
to a valuable portion of the fisheries in question. The government of 
the lTni1l'd ~l:tl(''', the und('r,;iglwd is pcr';Ll~1ded, will duly appreciate 
til<' fric'naly motiv!'s which have led to the determination on the part of 
\]('r. Majl·sty's governml'nt announced in Lord Aberdeen's note, and 
whwh he doubts not will hayc the natural effect of acts of liberality 
liI,t\~\'t'n p().\Ver~ul ::;tatcs, or prOllucing,benefits to both parties, beyond 
;tlly munedmte mterest wlllch may be favorably affected. 

" Whih: he c1csi:C's, ~?-wcver, without reser~'e, to express his sense 
of. tbe am.lcable dlSposltlOn evinced by her Jbjesty's government on 
thl'; (/I"',I,;lOn in rehxing in favor of the United States the exerci13e of 
~hat, alt.-r deliberate. consid,eration, fortified by high legal authority, 
IS d,:emcd :tn U1HjUestlOned nght of her Majesty's government, the un­
d''f~I~ned would be unfaithful to his duty did he omit to remark to 
Lord A\wrdl't'l1 that no arguments have at any time been adduced 
to sha \;.e the confidence of the government of the 11 nited States in their 
own construction of the treaty. While they have ever been prepared 
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to admit, that in the letter of one expression of that instrument there is 
some reason for claiming a right to exclude United States fishermen 
from the Bay of Fundy, (it being difficult to deny to that arm of the 
sea the name of 'bay,' which long geographical usage has assigned to 
it,) they have ever strenuously maintained that it is only on their own 
construction of the entire article that its known design in reference to 
the regulation of the fisheries admits of being carried into effect. 

" The undersigned does not make this observation for the sake of 
detracting from the liberality evinced by her Majesty's government in 
relaxing from what they regard as their right; but it would be placing 
his own government in a false position to accept as mere favor that for 
which they have so long and strenuously contended as due to them 
under the convention. . 

"It becomes the more necessary to make this observation, in conse­
quence of some doubt as to the extent of the proposed rela.."'I(ation. 
Lord Aberdeen, after stating that her Majesty's government felt them­
selves constrained to adhere to the right of excluding the United States 
fishermen from the Bay of Fundy, and also with regard to other bays 
on the British American coasts, to maintain tlJe position that no United 
States fisherman has, under that convention, the right to fish within 
three miles of the entrance of such bays, as designated by a line drawn 
from headland to headland at that entrance, adds, that' while her Ma­
jesty's government still feel themselves bound to maintain these posi­
tions as a matter of right, they are not insensible to the advantages 
which would. accrue to both countries from the relaxation of that right.' 

" This form of expression might seem to indicate that the relaxation 
. proposed had reference to both positions; but when Lord Aberdeen 
proceeds to state more particularly its nature and extent, he confines 
it to a permission to be granted to 'the United States fishermen to 
pursue their avocations in any part of the Bay of Fundy, provided 
they do not approach, except in the cases specified in the treaty of 1818, 
within three miles of the entrance of any bay on the coast of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick,' which entrance is defined, in another 
part of Lord Aberdeen's note, as being designated by a line drawn 
irom headland to headland. 

" In the case of the' Washington,' which formed the subject of the 
note of the undersigned of the 25th May, 1844, to which the present 
communication of Lord Aberdeen is a reply, the capture complained 
of was in the waters of the Bay of Fundy: the principal portion of 
the argument of the undersigned was addressed to that part ofth0 sub­
ject; and he is certainly uncler the Impression that it is the point of 
greatest interest in the di£cussions which have been hitherto carried on 
between the two governments, in reference to the United States' right 
of fishery on the Anglo-American coasts. 

"In the case, however, of the' Argus,' which was treated in the 
note of the undersigned of the 9th of October, the capture was in the 
waters w~ich wash !he northeas~ern coast of Cape Breton, a portion of 
the AtlantIc ocean mtercepted mdeed between a straight line drawn 
from Cape North to the northern head of Cow bay, but possessing 
none of the characters of a bay, (far less so than the Bay of Fundy,) 
and not called a 'bay' on any map which the undersigned has seen. 
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The aforesaid line is a degree of latitude in length; and as far as reli­
ance can be placed on t~e onl.r maps (En&li~h ones), in the p~ssession 
of the undersiQ'Iled on whICh thIs coast IS dlstmctly laid down, It would 
exclude vessels from fishing grounds which might be thirty miles from 
the shore. 

"Lord Aberdeen, in his note of the 10th instant, on the case of the 
, Arglls,' observes that, 'as the point of the construction of the conven­
tion of 181.s, in reference to the right of fishing in the Anglo-American 
dependencies by citizens of the United States, is treated in another note 
of the undersigned of this date, relative to the case of the 'Washington,' 
the undersigned abstains from again touching on that subject.' 

" This expression taken by itstlf, would seem to autho,rize the expect­
ation that the waters where these two vessels respectIvely were cap­
tured would be held subject to the same principles, whether of restric­
tion or relaxation, as indeed all the consider:ttions which occur to the 
undr:rsigncd as having probably led her l\L~esty's government to the 
relnx;ltion in reference to the Bay of Fundy exist in full and even su­
perior force in reference to the waters on the northeastern coast of Cape 
Breton, where the 'Argm,' was seized. But if her M;ljestv's provincial 
authorities are p~rmitted to regard as a 'bay,' any portion of the sea 
which can be cut off by a direct line connecting two points of the coast, 
however dc~t itute in other respects of the character usually implied by 
that name, not only will the waters on the northeastern coast of Cape 
Bwton, but Oil many other parts of the shores of the Anglo-American de­
penderwil's, where such exclusion has not yet been thought of, be pro­
hibited to American fishermen. In fact, the ·waters which wash the 
entire soutlj('a~t('rn coast of Nova Scotia, from Cape Sable to Cape 
Canso, a distance on a straight line of rather less than three hundred 
mi[('s, would in this \v;IY c;;nstitute a bay, from wbich United States 
£iilhermen would be excluded. 

"The undersigned, however, forbears to dwell on this subject, being 
far from c('rtl ill, on a comparison of all that is said in the two notes at 
Lord Aberdeen of the 10th instant, as to the relaxation proposed by 
iH'!" l\by-sty'" government, that it is not intended to embrace the waters 
of the norLheastern coasts of Cape Breton, as well as the Bay of Fundy. 

"Lord Aberdcen, tow:ll'ds the close of the note in which the purpose 
of 11f'!" Majesty's go"crnment is communicated, invites the attention of 
the undersigned to the fact that British colonial fish is, at the present 
time, excluded hy prohibitory duties from the markets of the United 
~t;ltes, and suggests that the moment at which the British government 
~n' makin~ a liberal concession to United States trade, might be deemed 
fa~o,rable lor a counter concession on the part of the United States to 
Bntlsh, trade, Ily the,r,eduction, of duties which operate so prejudicially 
to tlw llllt'rests of BntIsh colomal fishermen. 

"The undt'r~ignc(l is of course without instructions which enable him 
to mak? .any dcfin,ite r:ply to this sugge~tion. It is no doubt true that 
thC' Bnf I~h c()lomal fish, as far as duties are concerned, enters the 
U!litl·d ~I,at('s r:narket, if ~t all, til some disadvantage. The government 
?' the llllt('~1 :-;Iat~s, he IS persuaded, would gladly make any reduction 
III tllf'se d lItles which would not seriously injure the native fishermen; 
but Lord Aberdeen is aware that the encouragement of this class of 



248 

the seaf.-1l'ing community has ever been considered, as well in the 
United States as Great Britain, as resting on peculiar grounds of expe­
diency. It is the great school not only of the commercial but of the 
public marine, and the highest considerations of national policy require 
it to be fostered. 

"The British colonial fishermen possess considerable advantages over 
those of the United States. The remoter fisheries of Newfoundland 
and Labrador are considerably more accessible to the colonial than to 
the United States fishermen. The fishing grounds on the coasts of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, abounding in cod, mackerel and helTing, 
lie at the doors of the former; he is therefore able to pursue his avoca­
tion in a smaller class of vessels, and requires a smaller outfit; he is able 
to use the net and the seine to great advantage in the small bays and 
inlets along the coast, from which the fishermen of the United States, 
under any construction of the treaty, are excluded. All, or nearly aU 
the materials of ship-building, timber, iron, cordage and canvass, are 
cheaper in the colonies than in the United States, as are salt, hooks and 
lines. There is also great advantage enjoyed in the former in reference 
to the supply of bait and curing the fish. These, and other causes, 
have enabled the colonial fishermen to drive those ofthe United States 
out of many foreign markets, and might do so at home but for the pro­
tection afforded by the duties. 

"It may be added that the highest duty on the kinds of fish that 
would be sent to the American market is less than a half-penny per 
pound, which cannot do more than counterbalance the numerous ad­
vantages possessed by the colonial fishermen. 

"The undersigned supposes, though he has no particular informa­
tion to that effect, that equal or higher duties exist in the colonies on the 
importation of fish from the United States. 

" The undersigned requests the Earl of Aberdeen to accept the assu-
rance of his high consideration." . 

At the date of these letters, Mr. Everett seems to have believed that 
"the negotiation was in the most fiworable state for a full and satis­
factory mljustment" of every question in Jispute. This is evident 
from his despatch of April 23d, 1845, to Mr. Buchanan,'*' who had suc­
ceeded Mr. Calhoun as Secretary of State, and from other sources 
,;,hich a~e equally authentic. The opening of the Bay of Fundy, con­
SIdered III itself alone, " though nominally confirming the interpretation 
of the tr~aty which the colonial authorities had set up, was," in fact, 
" a practICal abandonment of it;" and we have the highest assurance 
that the British government "contemplated the further extension of 
the same policy by the adoption of a general regulation that American 
fishermen should be allowed freely to enter all bays of which the 
mouths were more than six miles wide." This intention was com­
municated to Lord Fal~la~d by Lord Stanley in a despatch of May 
19, 1845. The former, 111 hIS reply, dated June 17, requested that, as 
the plan had reference to matters deeply affecting the interests of Nova 

.. Exeoutive Document 100, page 152. 
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Scotia, and involved so many considerations to the elucidation of which 
10CIl knowledge and information were essentially necessary, the nego­
tiation might be suspended until h~ should have an opportunity of 
addres~i Ii,!! the colonial secretary agall1. In a second despd 1ch, ... wItten 
on the :!d ~)f July, Lord Falkland observed that in previous communi­
cations he had very fully explained the reasons why he should deeply 
lament any relaxation of the construction of the treaty which \yould 
admit of the American fishing vessels carrying on their operations 
within three miles of a line drawn from headland to lwaclland of the 
various bays on the coast of Nova Scotia, and that he did not then re­
tract the opiniulls he had expressed on these occasions. He said, 
further, that, as much technical knowledge and verba 1 accuracy 
were rC'!}uircd in treating the subject, he had directed the attorney 
gCllf'r;d of the colony to prepare a report, which he encln::,ctl, and to 
which he dt'iiired Lord Stanley'S particular attention; and he re­
marked, in conclusion, that "he was convinced such relaxation of the 
trcilty of ISIS, as was app;lrently contemplated by Lord Aberdeen, 
would, if carried into effect, produce very deep-rooted dissatisfaction 
both in his OWlI colony ,md in New Brunswick, and C,iUse much injury 
to a ver,Y l:Irg(~ and valuable class of her ;\l;ljc~ty's subjects." A copy 
of the mport of the Hun. J. W. Johnston, referred to by Lord Falk­
laud, fiJllmvs. American readers will fail to find the" technical know l­
odge ;lIul verbal <le'curacy" indicated by his lord,ship; while, if they 
will turn to the arguments of 1\1r. Everett, to which it replies, they 
will ;d~<) find that the positions of our minister are neither filirly met 
nor cssl'nti;llly wC';lkencd. It may be admitted that SOI111' point,; ;Ire 
statl,d with force and \\ith fairness. But this document acids nothing 
to the reputation of the attorney general, who is justly considered to 
be an able man; for it is deficient in learning, upon the matters ill con­
trnvi'r:-;y, IlL-lic-icut in '~accuracy," in the statemC'llts of facts relative to 
the courS(' and ch::U;l("tI'r of our fi,dwrIlll'll, antI in its tone and spirit 
IJ;lJ'(lly mon' to be admired than the common accounts of "Amcrican 
aggr.".;,;jlllls" which appear ill the colonial newspapers. 

lilll/('r dak of June Iii, 1845, Mr. Johnston says: 
" J\I y LOlm: Agn '(';1 bly to your excellency'S de'~jre, I ha yc the honor 

to Y<'JI(JI'/ ,;uch sll,~g('stiorfs as appear to arise from the desp:ltC'h of the 
Hight Hon. tll(, ~l'cretary of ~tate for the colonies, da ted 10th l\Iay 
last, and the correspondence accompanying it of the Unithl Stutes 
minister at London amI her Majesty's government, on the suhject of the 
fisbcri.'s on till' coasts of her M'-1jesty's North American provinces. 

"The clillcession of a right to fish in the Bay of Fundy has been 
fllllll\VI,d by the anticipated consequence, the demand for 1110re ex­
~('"dC'd surrenders, based upon what has been already gainc'd; ,md it 
IS to 1)(' !cared that the relaxations now contemplated, if carried into 
eH; 'I'r, will practically amount to an unrestricted license to American 
fishermen. 

"WhCIl tl,!Cir right to fililh within the larger bays, or at the mouths of 
the ~rJl;lller mlets, shall be established, the ease with which they may 
run Intn the shores-whether to fish, or for obtainin!Y bait, or for draw­
ing off the shoals of fish, or for smuggling-and tl~ facility of escape 
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before detection, lIotwithstanding every guard which it is within the 
means of the province to employ, will render very difficult the attempt 
to prevclll violations of the. remaining restricti.ons, whil:, in the case of 
seizures, the means of evaSIOn and excuse, whICh expenence has shown 
to be, under any circumstances, abundantly ready, will be much en-
brged. . 

"An instance has just occurred which illustrates this apprehension, 
and confirms the observations to the same effect contained in the report 
I had the honor to m~ke to your excellency on the 17th September 
last, on the same subject. 

" An American fisherman, on the 6th of this month, was seized in 
the Bay of Fundy, at anchor' imide of the light-house at the entrance 
of Digby Gut,' about a quarter of a mile from the shore, his nets lying 
on the deck, still wet, and with the scales of herrings attached to the 
meshes, and having fresh herrings on board his vessel. The excuse 
sworn to is, that rough weather had made a harbor necessary; that the 
nets were wet from being recently washed; but that the fish were 
caught while the vessel was beyond three miles from the shore. 

"Hence, too, will be extended and aggravated all the mischiefs to 
our fisheries from the means used by the Americans in fishing, as by 
jigging-drawing seines across the mouths of the rivers-and other 
expedients; from the practice of drawing the shoals from the shores, by 
baiting; and, above all, from their still more pernicious habit of throw­
ing the garbage upon the fishing-grounds and along the shores. 

"Every facility afforded the American fisherman to hold frequent, 
easy, and comparatively safe intercourse with the shores, extends an­
other evil, perhaps more serious in its results-the illicit traffic carried 
on under the cover of fishing-in which not only the revenue is 
defrauded, and the fair dealer discountenanced, but the coasts and re­
mote harbors are filled with noxious and useless articles, as the poison­
ous rum and gin and manufactured teas, of which already too much is 
introduced into the country, in exchange for the money and fish of the 
settlers; and from this intercourse, when habitual and established from 
year to year, the moral and polrtical sentiments of our population can­
not but sustain injmy. 

" In the argument of the American minis~r his excellency appears 
to assume that the question turns on the force of lhe word 'bay,' and 
the peculiar expression of the treaty in connexion with that word; but 
although it was obviously the clear intention of its framers to keep the 
American fishermen at a distance of three marine miles from the 
'bays, creeks, and harbors,' there does not, therefore, arise any just 
reason to exclude the word coasts, used in the same connexion in the 
treaty, from its legitimate force and meaning; and if it be an admitted 
rule of general law that the outline of a coast is to be defined, not by 
its indentations, but by a line extending from its principal headlands, 
then waters, although not known under the designation, nor having the 
general form of a bay, may yet be within the exclusion designed by 
the treaty. 

"His excellency the American mini.ster complains of the 'essential 
injustice' of the law of this province under which the fisheries are at-
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tempted to he guarded, and is pleased to declare that it 'poss~ses ?wne 
if the qualities of tke law of civilized stlltes but its forms.' 

"His excellency, in using this language, possibly supposed that the 
colonial act had attempted to give a construction to the treaty of 1818, 
or had Oliginated the penalty and mode of confiscation which he 
deprecates. But had his excellency examined the act of the province 
he has so strongly stigmatized, he would have discovered that, as re­
gards the limits within which foreign fishermen are restricted from 
fishing, the colonial legislature has used but the words of the treaty 
itself; and a comparison of the provincial act with an act of the impe­
rial Parliament, the 59 George III, ch. 38, would have shown him that, 
as re,(!:Jrds the description of the offence, the confiscation of the vessel 
and cargn, and the mode of proceeding, the legislature of Nova Scutia 
has, in effect, only declared what was already, and still is, the law of 
the n'alm under imperial enactments. 

" Mr. Everett adverts to what he considers' the extreme1y oRjcctionable 
cJtaracter of the course pursued by the ]Jrol'illcilll authorities in presumillg to 
decide for themselves a question under discu.~ion betH'CCn the two gorernments.' 

"But it is submitted, that if the American government controverted 
the construction given to the tr(,aty, the course pursued on t~e part of 
No\':l, ;-;('I)[ia, which mude confiscation dependent on a judicial trial and 
decisiIJlJ, was neither presumptuous nor inexpcaient; nor could the ne­
cf's>,ity of security I()r £60, or the risk of costs, in case of iU.ilure, 
off;,r allY serious impc~Jiment to the (Jc.fence in a matter which, as Mr. 
EverC'lt dc'('Lm's, tbe government of the United ~tatcs deems of great 
national importance. 

"Upon the otlwr hand, if the American fishermen could only seek a 
rcl:rxation of the construction giTen to the treaty in England and Xova 
~c()li:l. as a matter ()fjlll'Or, 'prl's1I1fI1'Iion' would ratht'r seem to lie on 
that "ide which insisted on e1tioying the privilege be/ure the-boon was 
conferred. 

"In Dny view of the matter, as tIle American fisherman W;1S never 
meddlcd with until he hadl'oluntarily passed the controvelted limit, it 
is difficult to comprehend why the American minister'" proposition 
would not £tand l'el'lTscd witb more propriety than it exhibits in its 
presellt Jimn; for his excellency'S regret might not unreasonably, it 
would St'cm, have been ('xprt's"c~d at 'the extreme!!! objectionable course 
pursued by .llllaican subjects in presuming to drcide /01' thcm:;clves a qucstion 
under discussion betll'I'I'1I tlte two governmellts,' by fishing upon the dis­
puled grounds, nnd thereby reducing the provincial authorities to the 
ncct',;sity of vindicating their claim or seeing it trampled on, before 
any sarwlion had 1lt'(,I1 obtained, either of legal decision or diplomatic 
lilT; 1 1 I,!..;t 'ment. 

"\\~Iwll ~Ir. Everett Mys that the necessity of fostering the interests 
of thc'lr fishermen rcsts on the highest ground of national policy, he ex­
prc:-;sl's the sentiment felt in Nova Scotia as regards the provincial wel­
fint' i tl l'onl1('xir)/I with this subject. The Americans arc fortunate in 
sel'in,!.! tlw principle carried into practice; for the encouragement af­
fordt,d tbeir fi"lwnnen by the gllvernment of the C uited States is not 
small, and its streuuous, persevering, and successful efforts to extend 
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their fishing privileges on her Majesty's coasts but t~o practic~ly.e~ince 
its desire and ability to promote this element of natIOnal and mdlVIdual 
prosperity. As fnr as I can learn, a liberal tonnage b~unty is gIVen on 
their fishing craft, besides a bounty per barrel on the pIckled fish-thus 
guarJing the fisherman against serious loss, in case of the failure of his 
vOy<l,1~r; ;md he is, I believe, further favored by privileges allowed on 
the import;ltion of salt and other articles, while a market is secured hi.m 
at home w bich insures a profitable reward tor the fi'uit of his In bor by 
a protecting duty of five shillings per quintal on dry fish, equal t? fifty 
per ("('nt. of its value, and from one to two dollars per barrel on pIckled 
fish, according to the different kinds, equal to at least twenty per cent. 
of their values. 

"The duty on American fish imported into the colonies is much less, 
and th~ British colonial fisherman is unsustained by bounties; but the 
chief dr;lwback to his success is the want of certain and staple 
markets, those on which he is principally dependent being very limited 
and fluctuating. ' 

"Ill the contrast, therefore, drawn by Mr. Everett, between the ad­
vanta u,cs of the colonial and American fisherman, the extensive home­
mark('·ts of the latter, independently of the encouragement he receives 
from bounties a.nd other sources, much more than compensates, I be­
lieve, for any local conveniences e~ioyed by the former. 

"The colonists emmat understand the principle on which concession, 
in any form, should be granted to the American people in a case 
avowedly 'touching ti,e higltest grounds 0/ national policy,' even although 
C()llCt:ssion did not involve consequences, as it unhappily does in the 
present case, both immediate and remote, IUost injurious to colonial 
interests. 

" The strong and emphatic langortge of the treaty of 1818 is, that 
the United States 'renounce forever any liberty heretofore enjoyed or 
claimed by the inhabitants thereof to take, dry, or cure fish on, or 
within three marine miles of, any of the coasts, bays, creeks, or har­
bors of his Britannic Majesty's dominions in America not included 
within the above-mentioned limits: provided, however, that the Ameri­
can fishermen shall be admitted to enter such bays alld harbors for the 
purpose of shelter and of repairing damnges therein, of purchasing 
wood and of obtaining water and for no otber purpose whatever. But 
they shal~ be under such restrictions as m~ly be necessary to prevent 
theIr takIng, drying, or curing fish therein, or in any other manner 
whatever ahusing the privileges hereby reserved to them.' 

"If this national contract Joes not exclude the Americans from fish­
ing within the indentations of our coasts and from our bays and harbors, 
the people of Nova Scotia, while it remained in force, could not com­
plain of the exercise of the right. 

"But we believe the treaty does exclude them, and we but ask a 
ju(~icia~ inquiry an~ determinatio? .befOl:e these valuable privileges are 
relmqmshed: the hIghest law opmlOns 10 England have justified our 
belief-her Majesty's government, in theory, avows and maintains it. 
. "~he co~pact, too, was i? its nature reciprocal; and bad. the treaty, 
In thls partlcular, been (as 1t was not) hard upon the Umted States, 
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tlWf(' may doubtless be found, in other parts of it, stipulations at least 
equally unfriendly to British interests. 

"I n:peat, my lord, we cannot understand why the Americans should 
not be luLL 10 their bargain; nor can we perceive the principle of justice 
or prudence which wuuld relax its terms in favor of a foreign people 
whose means and advantages already preponderate so greatly, and that, 
too, without reciprocal concessions, and at the expense of her Majesty's 
colonial subjects, whose prosperity is deeply involved in the protection 
and enhrgement of this important element of their welfare. 

"If the present concessions to the United States are hoped to end 
aud quiet the controversy between their fishermen and this province, 
there is too much reason to fear the expectation will end in disappoint­
ment. From the greater encouragement that will be given for viola­
tion of tb(~ treaty, under the modified conditions suggested to be im­
III !~ed on the American fishermen, and from the multiplied facilities for 
evasion anc! f:dsehood, increased and not diminished occasiuns of col­
li.~ion can only be l:xpected; and it may safely be assertl'll, from a 
knowledge of the subject and of the parties, that, unless the British 
goverl1lfJent are content to maintain the strict construction of the treaty, 
as a mere question of past contract and settled right, whatever that 
construction may be, tlw 1"1lCrO;lclunent of the American fishermen \vill 
lIot CI 'ase, nor dispu les end, until they have acquired unrestricted 
Ii('('n~" over the whole slJorcs of Nova ~c()tia. 

"It is iJl!IH'r1, my lord, that if an arrangement such as is contem­
pLlt('d sbuuld unhappily be made, its terms may clearly expn's . ..; that 
the Amcric;1I1 fi"hcfmen are to be excluded fi'om fishing within three 
miles of the clIlm7lcc of the bays, creeks, alld inlets, into which they are 
not to 1Jl' 1)( 'fmitted to come. 
"~ume doubt on this p()int res!s on the language of Lord ~t;lOley's 

dC';P;II..]l, and the making tbe criterion of the n',;tricted bays, crl'f'ks, 
and mId . ..; to l,,~ illf' width ()f the double uf tlW'I: marine miles, wuuld 
S!/"{'llglilt'll the duuht by raising a presumptiun that the "ho[l':) of these 
bays, &<.:., and till' shores of the gl'l1l'ral <.:oast, ,,"ere to be cUll,;iciered 
ill 'the ,;ame light nnd treated on the same footing. 

"To avoid "lIch a <.:onstruction, no less than to abridge the threat­
ened ('viI, the sll,c:gl'stion made to your lordship by Mr. Stl'W,trl that at 
least this ",idth "i1uuld be more than the double of three marine miles­
hay tlIrt'l:! or flmr times more-ought, I think, to be strongly enlorced. 

"I have the honor to be, your lordship's most obedient ser,\'ant, 
"J. ""V. JOH'\STON. 

" To the Right Hon. Hi;; Excellency 
"y ISCOUNT F ALliLAND, Lieut. Governor, 4(:·, 4-c., 4(;." 

Meantime New Brunswick was as active to prevent the measures 
Dnder con"ideration of the British ministry as her sister colony of Nova 
~c(ltia. The Han. Charles Simonds, speaker of the House of Assem­
bly, :lI1d a gentleman of great wealth and of high consideration in 
colonial circles, was deputed by the council of the first named posses­
sioll of the crown to attenu to its interests, and to remonstrate against 
further "<:oncessions." On his arrival in England he met the Han. 
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Geofcre R. Young, a distinguished personage of Nova Scotia, who was 
anxio~s to join him in behalf of his own colony. The Gaspe Fishing 
and Mining C~mpany selected an agent to act with them, and the three 
gentlemen walted upon a member of the Board of Trade, to whom 
they communicated their views of the case. 

Interviews with several other functionaries followed; and, finally, 
they met Lord Stanley, the secretary f?r the colo,:ies, to whom M:. 
Simonds, as the only one who was offiCially authOrIzed to address hIS 
lordship, made "a strong reeresentation". of the i~jurious consequences 
certainly to result to her Majesty's Amencan subjects, were the nego­
tiations with Mr. Everett to be concluded on the basis proposed. The 
secretary assured him, in reply, that" nothing should be done to injure 
the colonies;" and Mr. Simonds, after his return to New Bnmswlck, 
stated his entire confidence in the effect of his "representations" to 
change the designs entl'rtained by the ministry. 

The liberal policy towards the United States, known to have had the 
positive sanction of the first minister of the crown, (the late Sir Robert 
Peel,) which was designed to remove all reasonable complaints on our 
part, was abandoned. It was defeated by the means here stated, and 
by memorials to the Queen, from merchants and others in New Bruns­
wick and Nova Scotia, which we need not specially mention. Tidings 
of Sllccess soon reached the gratified colonists. On the 17th of Sep­
tember, 1845, Lord Stanley thus wrote to Lord Falkland: 

"Her Majesty's government have attentively considered the repre­
sentations contained in your despatches Nos. 324 and 331, of the 17th 
of June and 2d of July, respecting the policy of granting permission 
to the fisheries of the United States to fish in the Bay of Chaleurs, and 
other large bays of a similar character on the coasts of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia; and apprehending from your statements that any such 
general concession would be injurious to the interests of the British 
North American provincps, we have abandoned the intention we had 
entertained on the subject, and shall adhere to the strict letter of the 
treaties which exist between Great Britain and the United States rel­
ative to the fisheries in North America, except in so far as they may 
relate to the Bay of Fundy, which has been thrown open to the North 
Americans under certajn restrictions. 

"In announcing this decision to you, I must, at the same time, direct 
your attention to the absolute necessity of a scrupulous observance of 
those treaties on the part of the colonial authorities, and to the danger 
which cannot fail to arise from any overstrained assumption of the 
power of excluding the fishermen of the United States from the waters 
in which they have a right to follow their pursuits." 

It is possible that, had our government seconded the efforts of our 
minister at the Court of St. James, Cl:nd had instr~cted him, in positive 
and earnest terms, that the pretensIOns and clmms of the colonists, 
which were at last adopted by the British. government, had not been, 
Md nev~r would be, admitted as a just an~ proper comm~ntary on the 
conventlOn of 1818, the despatch from whIch the precedmg extract i5 
ma~e would nev~r ha,:"e been written; and that of consequence the 
eoccltement and dIfficultIeS of 1862 would never have occurred. As it 
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was, the children of the "tories" triumphed over the children of the 
"whigs" of the Revolution. 

The events of 1846, and of the three succeeding years, will not 
detain us but a moment. The seizure and total loss of several Amer­
ican v{'";cd,,, and the renewed efforts of the Nova Scotia House of 
Assembly to close the Strait of Canso, for reasons stated in three an­
nual reports of committees of that body, are the most important, and 
all which we need notice. 

As we open upon the occurrer:ces ?f 1851 we are. met with a fiJ~rtk 
report on the very humane and favonte plan of closmg Canso, wh1ch, 
for reasons presently to appear, should be preserved in these pages. 

"The committee appointed to consider the question of the nayigation 
by foreign vessels of the Gut of Canso, beg leave to report as follows: 

"The question submitted to your committee involves the considera­
tion, first, of the right of the legislature of this province to impose re­
strictions or obstructions upon foreign vessels wishing the use of the 
passage; and secondly, the policy of imposing any, and what, restric­
tions or obstructions. Your committee, in the consideration of the first 
point, are aided materially by the action of a committee of this house 
in the year 1842, who prepared a series of quC':-:tions which were sub­
mitted by Lord Falkland to the c~)lonial secretary, and by him to the 
law officer;; of the crown in England, upon the generul subject of the 
rights of fi~)/C'ry as reserved to this country by the treilty with the 
United States in the year 1818, and also respecting the nayjgation of 
t}JC (;ut or Canso. As the considf'ration of your committee has been 
solely directed to the latter point, it is unnecvs:::ary to ad \'Crt to the 
issues raised upon the other points. The inve:-:tigation is, therefore, 
confined to the I()urth question submitted-that is to say, Have vessels 
of the United t-Itates of America, fitted out for the fishery, a right to 
pass through the Gut or Ntrait of Canso, which they cannot uo without 
coming within the prescribed limits, or to anchor there or t(, fish there; 
and is castillg bait to lure fish in the track of the vessel, fishing within 
the nH'anillg of the convention? 

"This question, with the others, was suggested by the consideration 
of a H'm( 'listrance ii'om Mr. Stevenson, then G nited States minister in 
Englanu, dated :!7th of March, 1841, acldl'essed to Lord Palmerston, 
then and now Foreign Secretary, against the seizure of fishin a vessels 
belonging to citizens of the U rtited States for alleged breach~s of the 
terms of the convention of 1818, a copy of which was fi)rwarded to 
Lord Fa~kland, then lieutenant-governor of this province, and submit­
ted by h~m to the legislature of 1842. This note contains the following 
observatIOns io respect to the navigation of the Gut of Canso: 'It may 
be proplT, also, 00 this occasion to bring to the notice of her Majesty's 
gov~!rn,?en~ the as~crtiofi of the provincial legislature, that" the Gut 
0: ~r ~'a1t "I Canso IS ~ narrow strip of water, completely within and 
d1Vldl[Ig s('\'e:~l counties of the province," and that the use of it by the 
Vf'ss{'ls ;1 nd Citizens of the U oited States is in violation of the treaty of 
hl!-:. Thi~ strait separates Nova Scotia from the island of Cape 
Ih~,t()'I, wll1c1~ W;lS not annexed to the province until the year 1820. 
Pnor t~ t~lat, m 181~, Care ~reton wa.s enjoJ:ing a go.vernment of its 
own, (hstll1ct from N ova Scotia, the stra1t fonnmg the line of demarca-
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tion between them; and being then, as now, a thoroughfare for vessels 
passing into and out of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. -The union of the 
two CI ~l(}\li('s cannot, therefore, be admitted as vesting in the province 
the right to dose a passage which has been freely and indisputably 
used by the citizens of the United States since the year 1783. It is 
impos;ible, moreover, to conceive how the use on tbe part, of the UI?ited 
8tates of the right of passage, common, it is believed, to all natIOns, 
can in any manner conflict with tbe letter or spirit of the existing treaty 
stipulations.' / 

"The questions having been previously forwarded by Lord Falkland 
to Lord John Russell, Lord Falkland, on the 8th of May, 1841, ad­
dressed to Lord John Russel a very able despatch on the general sub­
ject of the fisheries, in which previous provincial legislation was satis­
factorily vindicated from charges made by Mr. Stevenson for the seizure, 
improperly, of American fishing vessels; and clearly showed that the 
provincial legislation was founded upon and sustained by previous im­
perial ,lcts upon the same subject; and which despatch most completely 
silenced any further complaints of a like nature. This despatch also 
refers to the navigation of the Gut of Canso, upon which Lord Falk­
land therein remarks, in answer to Mr. Stevenson, 'Her Majesty's ex­
clusive property and dominion in the Strait of Canso is deemed main­
tainable upon the principles of international law already referred to, 
and which it is considered will equally apply, whether the shore on 
each side form part of the same province, or of different provinces be­
longing to her Majesty. This strait is very narrow, not exceeding, in 
some parts, one mile in breadth, as may be seen on the admiralty 
chart; and its navigation is not necessary for communication with the, 
space beyond, which may be reached by going round the island of 
Cape Breton.' 

"Lord Falkland again says: 'I have now, I trust, established, that 
if the interpretation put upon the treaty by the inhabitants of Nova 
::-:c()ti,j is an incorrect one, they are sincere in their belief of the justice 
and interpretation, anel most anxious to have it tested by capable 
authorities; and further, that if the laws passed by the provincial leg­
i,,};lture are really of the oppressive nature they are asserted to be by 
Mr. ::-:tevenson, they were e,nacted in the belief that the framers of them 
were doing nothing more than carrying out the views of the home 
government [IS to the mode in \vhich the colonists should protect their 
own dearest interests. I enclose a copy of the proclamation containing 
the act of the 6th William IV, of which Mr. Stevenson complains; and 
any alteration in its provisions. should such be deemed necessary, may 
be made early in the next session of the provincial Parliament. 

"The opinion of the Queen's atlvocate and her Majesty's attorney 
general on the case drawn up by Lord Falkland, and upon the questions 
submitted by the committee, was enc10setl by Lord Stanley to Lord 
Falkland, accompanied by a despatch dated the 28th of November, 
1842. The opinion of the law officers of the crown, sustained as it 
y.ras by the British government.' upon the p~in~ now under discussion, 
IS. ~s follows: 'By the conventlOl1 of 1818, It 1S agreed that American 
cl11zen.s s.hould h.ave the liberty of fishing in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and wlthm certam defined limits, in common with British subjects, and 
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such convention does not contair any words negativing the right to 
naviu:llf' the passage of the Gut of Canso, and therefore it may be 
conceded that such right of navigation is not taken away by that con­
vention ; but we have attentively considered the course of navigation 
to the gulf by Cape Breton, and 1ik~~ise the .c,:pacity a!ld sit~ation of 
the passage of Canso, a~d of the Bntl~h domllllOns on ~lther sIde, and 
we om' of opinion that, mdependently of treaty, no foreIgn country has 
the rirrht to use or navigak the passage of Canso, and attending to the 
liberty of fishery to be enjoyed by American citizens. We are also of 
opinion that the convention did. not, eith~r express~y 0: by necessary 
implication, concede any such nght of usmg or navlgatmg the passage 
in 'IU(,,,tiulJ.' 

"The opinion of the British government, resting upon that of the 
law officers (jf the crown, is, therefore, clearly expressed to the head 
of tlJl' .Wlveflll!H'flt of this province, for his direction and guidance, and 
that of the legislature. The case is decided after a full examination 
of the arguments on both sides. l'vlr. f-:.u'Yl'nSOn l:omplains of the ex­
erl:ise of the right asserted by the government here to control the 
'pass,lgc of Canso.' Lonl Falkland sujllTJittl'd his views, as well as 
those of tbe committee, in opposition to those of "Ir. :-'tcvenson; and 
the decision is unequivoc:,lly :Ig" inst the American clci im. It will be 
01>,;, 'rvI,«1 that Mr. :-;1<:VI'IJ.'OIl rcst" hi~ ,lppo;;ition to the right chimed 
pri'wip:,lIy upon t\1I' filet that the islalld of (':Ipl:' Brdl)ll \Va" a distinct 
('olony al lhl: lillll: of the ('OIlV('liliuli of l')l~; and hence argues that 
the Ilrovilll'C of Nov<L :-1,'oli;l, 1101 bavil1g tIre II the sole right to tbl' wailTS 

of t1w (;lIt of C:JII":O, could II< 1\ now claim to eXI'l"I'ise an unlimited 
cOlilml. Adtnitlillg tbat such did llot then ('xi"t, it is cl<':lr that if a 
I:Omlllon ri,:..;llt is ",~joyGd ~()ldy by two parti,'';, their union would 
give "'))lJ}lll'l!; cOlilrol; and it may be ELirly contcmled that Nova 
:-;coti:l :tlld Cape Breton, l'l'ing now under one gm'('rrmwlit, P()"sC~~ the 
saml' jlo\\'!'r,; ullikd ",.: they did before tlj(' union, as rl'spc('ts third 
parti,'';; alld that til(' ('llt:('1 of tbt; union ollly Ilperall''; 1<> prevent antag-
011 i . ..; I il' :wtioll rclativdv betw('en them. The 1<1\\' oftiCITS of the crown, 
!JO\\'I'vI'r, l:iI,,· higlll'r-ground, aIld illsj"t, first, that Ill) iOf('ign power 
lla,; :1I1} "lIcli right as Ihat contt'llllcd for hy Mr. ~li'\i'nson, unli''',~ C011-

Vl'Yl,d II.\' 1 rl';tty; and, secondly, that no such right is c()ntt'rred by the 
trl':Jly or 1" L'i III American citizens. Haying such high authority in 
Lm,r ()f the "!l:isling control of the nayig:ltion of the passa,!:;c in question, 
it llli.l!llt ue (,()II~id''l'ed as l'onclllsiy('ly settled; but as this exclusive 
right j,; 1'11l11l'~1<'d on the part of tIll' Arneric::m gm"ernment, the opinion 
~lr ~IH' late t'1t<IIll'l'llll.r KI'l1t, an J\mericnn juri"t of the highest standing, 
111 i:lyor of tIll' PXiTCISC of that rI!!ht, 3S crjyen in a chal)ter of his cele-

L1 t'") 

hr:II"r! LI'p:Ll Commentaries upon the Law of 0;utions, is of peculiar 
v:dlJ'~ :Llld !1npo~t:lIll'(" That distinguished la,Yyer, in the '.vork just 
m'·lIll()[~,'d,.II:l':llll1g at large upon this sul~icct, says: 

.. '11.'" dllll(,lIl~ I~I draw any precise or dderminate conclusion amidst 
tllf' V<lI'l.l'ty ,,[ op~Tllons a~ t.o the distancf' to ,yhieh a ~tate may lawfully 
/';.,:1"[1(1 ll" l'XclUSIV~ dOllunton over the St'Ol adjoining its territories, and 
I)(,."',mll tllIl"" portIons. of tIlt' sea which are embraced by harbors, 
gull.-, ha Y'-, and (· . ..;1 un rIC'S, and over whieh its jurisdiction unquestion­
aLly t'X1L'11,j". All that can be reasonably asserted is, that the dominion 

17 
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of the sovereign of the shore over the contiguous sea extends as far as 
is requisite for his safety. and for some lawful end. ..t;.. more extended 
dominion must rest entIrely upon force and mantIme supreqlacy. 
According to the current of modern authority, the gen~ral territorial 
jurisdiction extends into the sea as far as cannon-shot wIll reach, and 
no farther, Dnd this is generally calcuiated to be a marine league; and 
the Congress of the Unitt'<! States have recognised this limitation by 
authorizing the district courts to t~lke cognizance of all captures made 
within a marine leogue of the American shores. The exeeutivp author­
ity of this country, in 1793, considered the whole of Delaware bay to 
be within our territorial jurisdiction, and it rested its claim upon those 
authorities which admit that gulf.s, channels, and arms of the sea belong 
to the people with whose land they nI"<:- encompassed. It was intimated 
that the bw of nations would justify the United States in attaching to 
their coasts an eXtr'llt into the sea beyond the reach of cannon-shot. 
Considering the great extent of the llne of the American coasts, we 
han a rip:ht to claim for fiscal and defensive regulations a liberal ex­
tension of mnritime jurj,:;c1iction; and it would not be llnreasonable, as 
I apprehend, to assume, for domestic purposes connected with our 
safety and welbre, tlw control of the waters on our coast, though in­
cluded within lines stretching from quite distant headlands, as, for 
instance, fl."om Cape Ann to C~lpe Cod, and from Nantucket to Mon­
tauk point, anel frum that point to the capes of the Delaware, and from 
the south cape of Florida to the 1\Ii,:;~issippi. It is certain that our 
government would be disposed to vil'w witI! some uneasiness and sen­
sibility, in the case of war between other maritime powers, the use of 
the W<llITS of our coast fur beyond the reach of cannon-shot as cruising 
ground for bellig('!"I'llt purposes. In 1793, our government thought 
they w (T(' entitled, in ren son, to as broad a margin of protected navi­
gation as any nation whatever, though at that time thry did not posi­
tively insist lwyolld the distance of a mmine league from the sea shores; 
and in bOG our government thought it would not be unreasonable, 
considering the extent of the United States, the shoalness of their coast, 
and 11w natunll indication furnished by the well-defined path of the 
Gulf streDm, to excrpt an immunity from belligerent warfare for the 
space b(~t\\'('('n that limit nnd the American shore.' 

"From til<' jin"C'going extract it will be observed that Chancellor Kent 
npT( 'L'S with the principles put forth by the law officers of the crown, 
aIld wbi('h justify the ('onclusion 'that no foreign power, independently 
of treaty, has any right to navigate the passnge of Canso.' Havina 
thus, by 1l1( ~ highest legrtl authorities of England and the United State~ 
lWf'1l borne out in the assumption that no foreign power has any such 
right, tbc next inq.uiry is, as to where the power of controlling the pas­
S;lgr~ of C:lnc:n eXists. By the act of 1820, Cape Breton was annexed 
to ~ova Scotia, :md has since that period formed a pa!t of this province, 
whIch for nen~ly R; centu:y has enJ?yed a representatIve form of govern­
:nent, .and which, m makmg laws, IS only controlled by the operation of 
Impenal statutes and the veto of the crown. The right to make laws to 
affect navigation, except the registry of ships, has been enjoved and 
acted upon by this legislature. Various laws have also be~n~ enacted 
making regulations for setting nets, and in other respects for regulating 
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thl; fisheries in our bays and creeks. Statutes have also been passed 
here, n nl! ;1 ~'(~ntcrl to in England, for collecting light duties in the Gut 
of C;m:-:o, and American and other foreign, and also British and colo­
nial vessels, have been brought within the operation of those statutes. 
The right, therefore, to legislate in respect of the fisheries and in re­
spect of the navigation of the Gut of Cans.o, has n~t on~y been confirmed 
in England, but has been acknowledged m AmerIca m the paymcllt of 
Jig!lt dutie.'. 

"T}J(! k.~i.cli1ture of ;\uva Scotia may, therefore, be fairly said to 
h;I\'c the ri.ull1 to pass enactllJents either to restrict or obstruct the 
l';I"";I.~C flf li)Jci[!11 vessels through the Gut of Canso. 

"Th(~ s('c(!Ild point, as to the policy of imposinQ" furtllCl" rr·~triction 
llprlTl fi)rl'i.!.!ll vessels passing through the Gut of Canso, is yet to be 
cOllsid ('ff 'd. 

" In 1 he consideration of that qnestion, the treDty of IS 1 S affords the 
lw"t lIJf';IIIS ofarrivin!.; at a Slllilid ('OlH'lu:-:i(lll. TIle Alllt'riclll .[!IIYCrll­

ment, by it, relinquish all right of Ji,dlf'YY within thr('(' murine miles 
of thc ('();I.~t.~, IJ;IYS, ('[I'('[.;:s, or harbors of this pnlvince; ond uncler 
the c(m"tnw[ioll put upon th;)t clnu,,(' in EII~LlIld, upon the same 
principle of illtl'fll;ttion;i\ law ;18 is nckn'j\Y\cdged and insisl<'d upon 
by IIII' Americ:lll g"v, '1'11111('1/1 , 11[(' Ameri(':m ,:itize'lls, under th£' tre:lly, 
11:IVf~ no rigbt, for tbe purpose of fi81wry, to enter :llly part of th0 B:ly 
of ~1. C('orp" lyill.'.; \wl\\"'('11 the li(';ldJancls fixmed Ily C;II'P G,'"r,~o 
nn 1111' 011(' sid,' :111.1 }llIrl Hood isl:ll1d on the olher. Allwrj,:nn ij"he-r­
m"II, Ilu'rdi)re, when ('Illcring th;lt I,;IY jil/' fi"hin!! pU1"1'o.",'s, are ch'~il'l)' 
\,jll\;) 1 ill!..; the term" of tlll' Ir";I!v. It W:IY })" ,..:aid thnt Ill<' nut lit C;ms() 
:tfli,rds 'u 11111]"(' dired ;lIJd (.;/.~y P:l''''';I,~:(' to pbces in the Gulf ,tt' :--:c 
L;)wrcl],'(', ,,111'1'(' Allj(~ri('an li,dwnnell ,\'11111<1 ]", within the terms of 
tIll' Ir(';lly; lJUt tll:ll j" II<' gm)(\ W;I;-;lIll ,,,by thi" legi"blllr£' should Df'r 
I/lit 1111'111 t/l u;-;(' that P;I,"";lg(', \\'I/('II th"ir cluil/,!..; :-:11 is ;Itlendct\ with 
:111111)"1. t1i,~;I"lnJllS ('(IJI""(IIWIH'('" 1(1 (lur 1I\\'1l li,,,lwrm"II. \Y(,}'(, tbere 
JlO (111)1'1' IIlC;III" or gl'tlill,Q" upon the fishing gnllmd", in the produce of 
\\'lli,'!J t!lI'.\' ;1]'1' l~lltill(·d III F,rti('il':i\(" lhe ;\mcricalls might IIII'll """tTt 
:t ri!..;lJ1 of \\,;1\', ii'om IlI'cc""ilY, thwll!..;h the Gut of C;III:-'(l. \\'11<:11 that 
Ill'('~'''"ily <l1":S not ('~i"t, it ',\'lIuM \)(' unwise allY longer tl) permit 
Allll'ri";111 fi;-;llill,!..; \'('''''1']'' to P""''' throll,C!lt tl1(' Gut 111' Can",,,, f;,r till' iol­
lowin,!..;, a 11I1IlI.~ mn ny ot her rL',I"ullS that could bc!!i Yl 'n, if nec( ',''':ll'\': In 
tl)(' IlIonth lIt' (kl()!l('r, tIl<' Iwl rind s( 'ine fislll'rY of m;J('k, 'reI in the B~lY of 
~t. <: ('(I1'f!''' i,,, ll1o,,1 j ll1p()rta ntto the people of 1 II; It part of the countn', ;nd 
n'llu!I,',,;i! 1I11'lJ:llld,~ o(tlw l"pis];lturc ('\'cry legitimate pr(J\t'ction. rp 
to 1111;; pcnnel Am('ri,,;m fj"lIermen, using the P<lSS<I,!..!C of the Gut or Canso, 
,!ill !i'nll1 il into ~L (:I'llr'-!("S bay, ancI not only throw out bait to lure 
11](' li"!1 from the "It'trl'~~ ,yjl<'re they are usu;illy c<lUaht by our O\Vn 
ji~h('rn~"Il, hut :ll'lually ti"h in all parts of that~bay, ~'ven ;vithin (dIe 
illll(, of ~J/I' ~1t"I'<'s. It is al"" a n(ltlirilills fact that the American fisbing 
v"~.,,('I,, III 1 It; 11 It;I~' annually destrll." the nets of the fishermen by soiling 
through dJ<'lI1, and <,wry Y('<lr in that \\';1)' do il~ury to a great ~'''lL'nt­
allll tbi" upon ,!!l'Ount! which they ha\'(' no right to tread. Hemon­
,"tr;III("'" h;I\'" tlll'rL'IIiIT been made to the American ()'()\'I'Tllll1cnt a(f;)inst 
~u('h ,'ondlw!; JIll! til(' ans\Y('r has iil\'~'ri;lbly been, ~ protect (lur~,'lves 
III tllat n·"!,,'d. J J;/(~ tIle. ~·liited ~lat('s g(I\'('l'llll1ent adopted suitable 
IJIL';t,"url'S 10 l'fL'V('lJt Its cltlzeliS from trespassing as before mentioned, 
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it would not be necessary for this legislature to put any restrictions 
upon their use of the passage in question; but as the onus has been 
thrown upon this legislature, it is clea~ly its. duty to adopt .t~e most 
efficient and least expensive means of protectIOn. If the pnvtleg~ of 
passage is exercised through the Gut of Canso and the bay 111 questIon, 
it is next to impossible to prevent encroachments and trespasses upon 
our fishing ground,; hy American citizens, as it would ~equire an ex­
pensive coast-guard by night and day to effect that object, and then 
only partial success would result. It would be unreasonable to tax 
the people of this country to protect a right which should not be in­
vaded by foreigners, and which can only be invaded and. encroached 
upon by our permitting foreigners to use a passage to whIch they are 
not entitled. Without, therefore, any desire unnecessarily to hamper 
American citizens in the el~joyment of that to which they are justly 
entitled, your committee consider it their imperative duty to recom­
mend such measures for the adoption of the House as will in the most 
effectual way protect the true interests of this country. The outlay 
necessarily u'quired to watch properly the operations of foreign fishing 
vessels in the Bay of :-:1t. George, so as to prevent encroachments, 
amount" to a prohibition of it,; being accomplished; and it therefore 
becomes indispensable that such vessels be prohibited ii-om passage 
throl/{J"/t the Gut of Canso. The strait will always be, to vessels of 
all cfass\'~, a place of refuge in a storm, and American fishing vessels 
will be entitled to the usc of it as a harbor for the several purposes 
mentioned in the treaty. It can be visited for all those purposes with­
out a passage through being permitted; and your committee therefore 
recommend that an act be passed authorizing the governor, by and with 
the advice of his CX('('utive council, by proclamation, either to impose 
a tax upon foreign fishing ves,.;els tor such amount as may be provided 
in the act, or to prohibit the use of such passage altogether." 

It is of COll'~\'<luence to remark, that, as far as th(TC is evidence be­
fme the public, tbe fisheries were not once mentioned by Mr. McLane, 
(who succecd(?d 1\:[r. Everett,) in his correspondence \\"ith the British 
government, during his mission. Nothing, in fact, seems to have passed 
between the two cabinets relative to the subject for more than six 
years, though England retraced no step after opening the Bay of Fun­
dy. Our public documents do show, however, that, between the years 
!847 and 1851, overtures were made to our government for" a tree 
mtercbange of all natural productions" of the United States and 
of the British American colonies with each other, either by treaty 
stipulations or by legislation. In the first-mentioned year, Canada 
passed an act en:bra<:~ng this o~iect, which .-was to become operative 
whenever the Umted ~tates should adopt a SImilar measure. A bill to 
me~t t~.e act of Canada was . introd~eed into Congress, and pressed 
by Its fflends, for three succeSSIve seSSIOns, but failed to become a law. 
That th~ people of Canada w~e "disappointed," is a fact officially 
commumcat~~ to M~· .. Webster, .~ecret~ry of State, by Sir Henry Bul­
wer, the Bntlsh munster. It IS not Impossible that the existence oi 
this feeling will sufficiently explain why the Canadian O"overnment be­
came a party to the following agreement, which was sig~ed at Toronto, 
on the 21st of June, 1851, at a meeting of colonial delegates, by the 
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presi(lcnt of the executive council of Canada and the Hon. Joseph 
Howe,- secretmy of ~{Jya Scotia: 

" ",T r. Hm\"(; having called the attention of his excellency and the 
I'ourwi! to the importance and value of the gulffisherif's, upon ,yhich 
fi)f('i,L'fJCrs largely trespass, in violation of treaty stipulations, and '}Ir. 
C\l;IHdler having submitted a report of a select committee of the House 
of Assembly of New Brunswick, having reference to the same subject, 
the gOH'rnmC'llt of Canada determines to co-operate with Kova Scotia 
in tbe efficient protf'ction of the fisherief', by providing eithf'f a steamer 
or two or more f::;liling vessels to cruise in the Gulf of St. La\Hcnce 
aIHl along the coasts of Labrador. 

" It i" understood that Nova Scotia will continue to employ at least 
two \'1'S,~C]s in the same f::crvice, and that Mr. Chandler will urge upon 
the governffJ('nt of New Brunswick the importance of making proyision 
fur at lrj:lst one v('ssc1 to be employed for the protection of the fisheries 
in the Bay of Fundy." 

C;lll;l(li;1Il fishcTllH'lI are by no m(,~l!ls numerous; and the zeal thus 
manili:sl('d to ;Iid Nova ~('olia in I'r(,\'('Illill,Q' the ,. violation of-treaty 
i'lipu\;ltions" ('ould klrdly lJ;ive I)(,(,ll U\\';lk('ncc1 I,y the mi"deeds ot 
"ti)f('igIlI'rs" on the fisbing grounds of the "gulf." The motive is to 
j,(~ sopg;ht I'L,;('w]J(~rC'. Just thre(, il;IYs after tlw (bte of 1]1(' ;,])()\"e agree­
ment, the Bril i,.dl llJilJif::tcrt ;Iddn's;;cd a uotl' t() Mr. \\" cl)~t(T, in which 
f I I<' I'rt'viOlls prop()si I i/)us on til(' ":1 d ~jl '('I of rc '(' i I'r, )('al trail!· 1)('1 \\'( 'I 'n 
the 1lllill·d ~tat('" and the British ('oiolli(',.: are di,.:cu~,,('d at SOllle length, 
;llId til(' ov('r( lin' fllr all arr;lllg('mcnt j" rell<'\\'('(1. He I'ncl",.:",l an olii­
cial C()JIJlllIlllil';iI iOIl hom Lord EI,L'ill, the .L',j\"('rnor !..!('ll<'ral, and oth'T 
p;ljwrs, which gave' ddaiis of til<' lllan ;IS 1'lwl1 entcrt'ailll'c1. This plan 
('lIti,r;]('cd no I'()IJ("',-<,-<jnns ",itll rl',!!";tnl to" tht' fi"heri('s ill ,'''tuari('s and 
ill t \](' mouths (If riVt'rs," and ,,;I.L',,(·slcd no chan!..!,·o' on the CO;I"t or 
I,; In ks or "" (' \\'I( Jllwll:t lld; hut, Oil ~(;~l( 1 i tion that tIl<' 'u nited ;-: 1; 11<'" would 
;Idillil "all li,.;]l, (,itlll'\' ('IJrt,d ()r fr(,,,h, imported fi'om till' British .\orth 
AlIl'Ti";lll P()":":('S,.:ilillS in v('88('lo' ot' any nation or dl'''CTiption, li"'I' of 
dllly, ;IIHI IIpOl1tcnns, ill all n'sl'('('(", ()r ('qu;llil,\" \yitll li":]l inlportec1 by 
ciliz"II": of IIH' tTnitcd ~1<l/(''':,'' her :\l:~it'sty'" ,!!()Y('j'llment ,YLTe prepared 
"(II thl'll\\' ()I"'II to tlH' li,.:IJI'rIlwII of the linitt'd ~(;II<''' the fisheries in 
Ihe \\';11<'1'8 III' IIIl' British North ;\IlH'ric;ln colonies, with permis;;ion to 
tll,()sC li,..;jll:rmcn to land Oil the CII;I,.:I,.: III' tl1o::,(' culuni(,s for the purpose 
11\ (lrylll,~ their nds and curing their fish, provided that, in so eloing, 
tll('Y d~l not intcrtl're with the owners of priY<lte property or with the 
0p'Talllllls of Briti"lt jj,.:lll'rIl](,Il." 

• Tlli~, gcntlt'man is of IOYHli,t de~('t'llt. John Howe, his father, was a citizen of Boston, 
~t! pllhl"IIt'ti, tli,''''' tIll' .. :'I1''""tldlU,.'tt" Ullzette IIllll Boston ~ .. ws Lett,'r," II paper which, 
In tli,' r,'""I'itlOnar), ,'outrol'"r,)" took the side of the crown, At the e-rllcuation of that town 
by tilt' co)'al II~lOy, ilt' ''''''oll']llllli,'.l it to Halifax, where he resumed bu"iness, became king's 
Prlut,'I', "",I .lit'.! "t II g",,,1 "I.! ag" in l"::l.-" His son, mentioned in the text, was educated a 
!,rJllt,'r, "ud (',I),dlll'r,'d IInewspapt'r for several rear" As the acknow]".!".,.l leader of the 
"lil"'r,,J~" "I' :\o\'a S""ti", he l'o"l'sst'd gr.'>!t illtftl"llCe; but as II member ,,[ Lor.l Falkland's 
(oalilion ",,"iUd, lost p"l'lIlarir,1' with his'partr, His letters to Lord John Russell, in l,~,16, 
"'.'""" ~r""1 noBity, !.lIt ,'ollt:Jill demands on'the home go-rernm,'nt which are irreconcilable 
With " • .j"UillJ d"I'I'il,I,',,,,,,, Th .. ~" papers show thllt the Hon, Sl'cretan' is somewhat familiar 
with '!'" wtitilll.:" of tIl" "rrhrl," of hi, fllth(,r's time, and that whllt wa; treason then, and with 
tJum, 18 .'utin'l) ril.:ltr lU"r, <lwlwith the desre.ndante of their opponents, 

t VueUUll'UtH accuwJillU) iug l'n',i,il'ut'~ lDe8sage, December, 1".">1. part I, pp, .'39, 90, 
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Her Majesty's minister desired Mr. Webster to inform him whether 

our government was disposed to enter upon negotiations a~d conc~ude 
a convention, on the terms suggested, or whether, prefernng legIsla­
tion, an urgent recommendation would be made to Congress, at the 
earliest opportunity. The President dec.lined to negotiat~; b?t in h.is 
annual message, December, 1.':i;31, he saId: "Your attentlO? lS agam 
invited to the ljue,;tion of reciprocal trade between the Umted States 
and Canada and other British possessions near our frontier. Overtures 
for a convention upon this subject have been received from her Britan­
nic Majesty's mini"ter plenipotentiary, but it seems to be in many re­
spects preferable that the ?latter should be re~lated by reciprocaJ legi$­
lation. Documents are hlld before you, showmg the terms whlch the 
British rrovernment is willing to offer, and the measures which it may 
adopt, i/:)some arrangement upon this subject shall not be made." 

Months pa""C'd away; "Congress did nothing, said nothing, thought 
nothing on the subj,·ct,"* and the parties to the Toronto agreement 
bel'~llne impatiellt. In March, 1S5:?, the committee on the fisheries of 
Nova ~l'()tja, in a n'1'ort to the House of Assembly, unanimously re­
commended a sufficient sum to be placed at the disposal of the execu­
tive oftlw colony, to employ four bst-sailing vessels during the fishing 
season, with authority to seize all forf>ign vessels found employed within 
the prl',;cribell limits; and they recommended, also, the adoption of 
measures to enlist the aid of the home government, and secure the 
co-operation of naval steam-vessels. This plan \,-as substantially ex­
ecuted by th8 C\';SClllhly. The government of Canada promptly fol­
lO\H'll, and a vessd to cruise in the Gulf of St. Lawrence was ready 
for sea early in lYIay. l\"ew Brunswick was tardy. but the authorities 
of that colony were reminded of their duty by the newspaper press, 
and finally fitted out t\\-O vessels. Prince Edward Island furnished 
one vessel, and Newfoundland, though not included in the arrange­
ments at Toronto, joined the movement. In June, the colonists re­
c~ived assurances hom t)ir John Packington, the secretary for the colo­
mes, that "among the many pressing subjects which have engaged the 
attention of ller l\LUesty's ministers since their assumption of office, 
few ~ave been more important, in their estimation, than the questions 
relatmg to the protection solieited for the fisheries on the coasts of Brit­
ish North America;" ;11111 that" her M'ljesty's ministers are desirous to 
remove a!l grounds of complaint on the part of the colonies, in conse­
quence of the cllcroachments of the fishing vessels of the United States 
upon th?se waters, from which they are excluded by the terms of the 
conv,entlOn of 181::;; and they therefore intend to despatch, as soon as 
pOSSIble, a small naval force of steamers, or other small vessels, to en­
force the observance of that convention." 

The contro\-ersy was now rapidly approachinO' a crisis. As was 
subsequently said by a distinguished statesman~ "this whole mat­
ter is to be explained as a . s.troke of policy. It may be a dangerous 
step to be taken by the Bntlsh government, and the colonies may be 

* Speech of Hon. W. H. Seward in the Senate of the United States, August 14, 1852. 
t Hon. John Davis, of Massachusetts-speech in the Senate United States, August, ]852 
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fibyillCi a,gan;; which will not advance materially the interests they 
J;I\'C IfI V]f'W. 

On the 0th of July, :'\fr. Crampton, the successor of Sir H,'nry Bul­
\Vf'r, announced to the President, in a note addressed to the Secretary 
of ~1:IU', tL,)1 he hall" I)('en llirected by her :\bjesty's grAr'n111wnt to 
bring to the kno\vleclge of the government of the ["!Jite(l ~totr'" 0. meas­
Uf(~ \vlJich has been adopted by her :,\L~icsty's government to prevent a 
repetition of the complaints which have so ti-equently been made of 
till' ('IIfTf),lChmcnts of vessels bclml,!!ing to citizens of the Pnitecl States 
~Il\( I of F r:l llf:f', upon the fi::;hing-gruunds rc::;cIvell to Great Britain by 
the convention of 1818. 

""f!!!')lt representations having been addressell to her :"L,jesty's gov­
(TIIII)I'llt by the governors of the British North .-\merican provinces, in 
1"1 ''',J!,d to thcse encroachments, when'by the colonial fisheries are most ,..., 

;':(Tiu!!"I." l'rfjlldi('('d, directions have been ginJll liY the lords of her 
l\r:l,j(',~ty'" ;J(lillir;dty for st;)tionillg "ff' ;\"ew Brunswick, :\'1I\'a Scotia, 
J)rilJ('(' Edward Island, and in til<' Gulf o( ~1. La\HCIl<T, such a force 
of SIIJil.ll s<liling v('s~ds ;11)(1 stf';l!llcr,.; as slla11 1)(: <1ITIIlf'(l suineient to 
prc\'('!Jt tile irJti-actiun of the In,,,t.\', It is the comm~tnJ of tIl<' Queen, 
that tbe Uffi';(TS f'lllplo'y,'rl UpOIl 1llis :"I:ryil'(' slllJuld h,' 1'''l'('('i;i1ly en­
jUilwd to avoiJ all illll'rti'r('nee with tlli' Y('S"!'!..; of ti'il'llllly pawns, cx­
o,}11 1I'11I're III"!! I/f{; in tltc 1/('1 II (ifill/lillg tILe trl'llt!!, ~l1tl lin all ()cca,~iol1s 
to avoid givillg groullli of (,I.rnplaint by the ailol,lion of harsh or unne­
('(',,;,,, I} I,r()(,l'l'dill,~"~, WIH'Il circum:"tancr',~ ('I'III]"" their arrc.4 1.1' ,.;cizlIw." 

Mr. \VI,II,.;II'1', in a F'1H'r cl;I1('d <It the P"p;lrlllll'll1 (,j' ~t"tl', Oil the 
fiJll()will,~ (hy, and puldic;\wd in tlll' Du,4nl1 CUI/riel' of the 1!ltb <It' July, 
ali(T ('ilillg various dOClHllf'II1." \\'Ilidl refer to tIl<' pldil'.\' of the aclmin­
j"tratiOlI l,j' Llln1 Juhn Hussell, ClllilllJ tll<lt Ill' his SUC'I'I',.;srn', the Earl of 
])('rl"v, 11)uelliltg thl' cIIIIJllial Ji .. dwril''';, <[1IiJ!('S frolll al1otllf'r dlll'Ul1ll'l1t, 
tll;l1: "TIII~ y(',;,w!,,-nf-war lllelltiOlll'(l in til<' ;i1I1I\(' circular Llt'sl';ilellf's 
arl' ('XI"'clr'd 1() 1)(' upon the clJa,;t.~ ()f British .\IIl'ill '\Illl'rica durillg the 
pn'S('llt lI1ollth, (July) w!ten, nil doubt, ';('izml'''; \yill lJ1'."ill 10 III' made 
of ;\llll'ril';JlI iishill,l!; \I'"SI'!", whid1 in the autulllll pursUt' tfll'ir business 
in illdl'II1.~ "f til(' en;!"l, from which it is C(Jlltl'lllkd thr'y arc cxduJed 
I." the ('(JlI\I'lltillll of l~lS, 

, ... \[(';llltilill', and within tIll' last ten delY", ~n Anwrican fishing vessel 
I'a!kd till' 'C"r;il,' IJl'l()II,c:ill,~ 1(. i\[;wilia,.;, in :\hilil', h<l'; 111"'11 seized in 
till' II:!}' of FllUdy, n~ar t:r;;nd :\I\.'no.n, L)~' the otlJ.ccr commanding her 
~b,il'sly':; Clll(IT '.;\dI(,y,' aln:ady ;urin'd in that bay, fix all allt'ged 
11l11<ll'liIJIl of the fishinc: l'()nH'ntion; and the fishin" \Ts"cl has been 
I'<lrril'rl to the port "f ~t. John, Xl'''' Brunswick, \\'1 II' rl , Pwec('<1ings 
11<1\'1' h(,pn t<lhn in the admiralty court, with a "iew to her condemna­
tifJn ;llId "I,,;olutc till'l~'iturc. 

j, /:I'>i<i(" the "Il~<lll naval IlliTe to be sent out hy the imperial gov­
ernrll( ';It" tIle 1:'ll()llll'~ are bestirring themse Iyes also for the protection 
of theIr h,I"'lw", C <lnalla has fittetl out ;1l1 armed n'ssl'!' to be sta­
ti('II~'d in tIll' gulf; and this w""d has proceeded til the fishill~-QTIJ1mds, 
ha,YllIg on I II ,;ml, lli~t IIr~ly, a naval commander and (Tt'\\', wit Ii PU\\'lT to 
:"1'121' \'(',~"ds wltl,lIn 1lIlIlts, hut also a stipendiary m:"",i~tr;Jtc and civil 
J"J\t('(', (I mak(, prl.,;('lliTS of all \\'b(l <In' fimnd tr;ll1"",n'""ill~' tIl<' 1<I\\,S of 
L;III;I<i", ill order to their lll'illg committecl to jail, in that cul;~ny, for trial. 
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"The colony of Newfoundland has fitted out an armed vessel for the 
purpose of resisting the encroachments of French fishing vessels on the 
coast of Labrador; but when ready to sail from her port, the governor 
of that colony, acting under imperial instructions, refus~d to give ~he 
commander of this colonial vessel the necessary authonty for makmg 
prize of French vessels found trespa.ssing. ~his i~ an ex.traordinary 
circumstance, especially when taken III conneXlon WIth the fact that the 
like authority to seize American fishing vessels, under similar circum­
stanccs, has 'neyer been refused to the cruisers of any of the North 
American ("( .l( 'lli( 'so 

"The ("lIlollY of Noya Scotia has now four armed cruisers, well 
manned, on its' ("O:lsts, ready to pounce upon any American vessels who 
may, accidentally or ot]IE'l'\\"jc;p, be found fishing within the limits defined 
by th(' crown officers of England. 

" New Brunc;wil"k h:I'; agreed with Canada and Nova Scotia to place 
a cutter in the Bay of Fundy to look after American fishermen there; 
and at Princ(, Edward Island, jwr Majesty's steam-frigate 'Devasta­
tion' has bet'll piac"('d, under the instructions of the governor of that 
colony." 

Mr. Wcbst(T then recites the first article €lfthe conventio of 1818, 
and concludes in the following terms: 

" It would appear that by a strict and rigid construction of this 
article, fishillg Vt'c;scls of the United ~tates are precluded fi'om entering 
into the bays or harbors of the British provinces, except for the pur­
poses of shelter, repairing damages, and obtaining wood and water. 
A bay, as i" usually understood, is an arm or recess of the sea, en­
tering from the ocean between cnpes or headlands; and the term is 
applied ('flually to small and large tracts of water thus situated. It is 
common to f;peak of Hudson's Bay, or the Bay of Biscay, although 
they arc very large tracts of water. 

" The British autllOrities insist that England has a right to draw a 
line from headl,lnd to headland, and to capture all American fishermen 
who may follow their pursuits inside of that line. It was undoubt­
edly an (JY~rsight in the convention of 1818 to make so large a con­
cession to England, since the United States had usually considered 
that those vast inlets or rccf'SSCS of the ocean ought to be open to 
Americ:1I\ fishermen, as freely as the sea itself, to within three marine 
miles of the shore. 

"In 1841, the legi,;lature of Nova Scotia prepared a case for the 
consideration of the advocate general and attorney general of Ena­
land, upon the true constrm:tion of this article of the conventio~. 
The opinion delivered by these officers of the crown was, 'That 
by the terms of the convention, American citizens were excluded from 
any right of fishing within three miles from the coast of British America, 
and that the prescribed. distance qr three miles is to b('; measured from the 
headlands or extreme pomts (1 land next the sea, of the coast or of the en­
tr~nce of bays or indents. of th.e.coast, and consequently that no right 
ex~sts on the part qf Amencan Cltz~ens. t~ ente~ the bays qf Nova Scotia, 
there to take fish, although the jishzng, bezng wzthin the bay, may be at a 
gr~a~er distance than three miles !,:om the. shore if the bay j as we are of 
OpInIOn that the term 'headland zs used zn the treaty to express the part of 
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the land we have before mentioned, including the interior if the bays and 
the indents (1 the coast.' 

" It is this construction of the intent and meaning of the convention 
of lSh for which the colonies have contended since 1 --H, and which 
thcy have (k~ired should be enforced. This the English government 
has now, it would appear, consented to do, and the immecliate effect 
will be thc loss of the valuable fall fishing to American fishermen; a 
complete interruption of the f:xt('n~ivc fishing busines" of \"I.·W Eng­
land, attended by consl;l nt c()lli~i()ns of the most unple; I :';lOt and t .:\( 'i­
ting character, which may end in the destruction of human life. in 
the involvelIlent of the government in qUf',.;tions of a VtTy -"'rilills 
nature, threatening the peace of the two countries. ,;\"ot ~I,!!rt·r·ill!! that 
the construction thus put upon the treaty is conformahle t( I the inten­
tions of tbe contracting parties, this information is, li( 1\\', .\( 'r, made 
public to the end that those concerned in the Amcrican fisheries may 
1'I'rc('iv(' !Jow the (';ISC at prt','WIII st;lllfls, ;mtl 1)(' upon their ,!!u;ml. 
'I'll<' whole subjcct will CIlg;lgl.; the immcdiak attention of thl.· ,~II\'-
ernment. 

"DA'\IEL ,\VEDSTER, 
"Seen III!';! 'll Slule." 

Tbis pflper attrflctecl imnwdiatf' and llni\'IT,~:il <lW'ntilll1. On tl)(' 
23(1 of .July \fr. \1:1,,1111, cll<lirm;IJI of t1JC (~IIlllIllittl'(' un F(»)'t'i.!!n H,,!:t­
tions, off(')'ccl a r('~oliltion ill tilt' ~t'II:III' oftlw T'nited :-:1:11 1 '';, rl'IIIJ('>till!! 
Ilw l'r(',id('lJt to cOlllmuni(';t1t· to th;lt botly, " if not incnml':Ltild" \\ilh 
til(' pllLlic illttT"st, all ('())'/'('~I)(lJldl'l1<'c (Ill til" in tilt' ('\I'I'llli\ I' tkl'<Jrt­
mellt, with tilt' g()vcrnllwll1 of' EII.!!Lllld ()r tIlt' diplmn:,(ir' /'I'I'I'I':'l'nta­
tiv(', sil)(,(' tilt' ('()llvention 1)('1\\'t·t'll tl](' I :nitctl :-:1:11('~ and (:rl'a( J\rit:lin 
0(' (ktolwr :20, I ~ I~, tOlwhillg tilt' li~lJ('ri(',; OIl tlw ell:l,,1 III' Bri(i~h 
l'()"~('~,iol'~ in North Allll'ric:t; and tilt' riC!llts 111' citizt'n, of tIll' '-"nikd 
~t;I1I's "II,~<lg('(1 ill "uch fi,,!Jeri(''; S('('UlTd by tlj(' :':Jid ('oll\"('ntion; 
awl that tllc I'n,,.:idt·nt 1)(' al,;() )'t'tl'll''';kd III inform tilt' :-:"n:lk whether 
;lIIY of tilt' lI<lval t(ln't'" of the ITni\l'd :-'(;11(·., h:J\'(' I'l'en onkreclill tIl<' 
:''1';;,..; <Jti.i;)('(·nt to the British p()""e,~i()ll": of ';\()rtll ~\nll'ri(,:I, til P)"Iltt·1't 
the riC!111 s of American ti"lH'l'lIH'll, under tlll' c(llI\"cntion, silll'e the 
ft'(Tipt of tIlt' intellig('I)(,(' that a l:trgt' and unusual British IJ<JV<lI t()Wt' 
],<J'; 1)('('11 oflkrl'd there to enl;)]"(,:e certain alleged rights of Great 
l3rit:till Uild!')' said ("lIllvt'ntion." 

Thi,; ]'('"olution \\";lS :tgrced to unanimously. The debate which 
prt·(Td(·d its 1':1~,,;Jgt' w;Jshi,gltly animated. ~ir. ~Iasl)n is reported to 
It; 1\(' ~<J id, that" Ii(' J I;ld t1l1l1lgll t it his duty, "()II:,idl'rill,C!: the presellt :I .'11i·( ,t 
of atiilirs, Sll far as they are communicatnl to us tly til(' public journal:" 
til ~llhll\it this resolution, and ,Isk that it be considered immcdi:ltdy. 
\\' t' ;In' intimnecl, (he said,) unofficially, but yet in a manner el( 'arly indi­
c<I(ill" tl];lt it i,; ('1I1Tt'('t, tbat the British "IIV('fllment has ]"('l'('llt!\' :I:':-'(Ttcd 
ri!!111: ulldf'[ the ('IIIi\'ention of 1 "1-:: j~ relation to the ti:,lwI:i('" (If the 
l\lIrl It, \\"hich, whl'tltl'r IItC\" exist or not, they suflc'red from 1-.,1 S to 
1"'11; ;Jlld \\'1)('11 tIlt' question \Va" lJ)II\'l·d a" to the !'t·'IIi'('liYt· ri!!hH of 
Briti"b ~ III l,i('( '1" and AIIH:rican citizens under the trea 1 y III' 1 -.,1 ", tliey still 
l'1I11;·rt·tl tu rCllwili in S(II(II (Iii". The British ,!!II\'(Tllllwnt knc\\" wdl that 
V('!y brg(' and illlPlll't:tll! interests an' embarked by citizens oftbe Cllited 
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8t~tcs by these fisheries. They knew that the harbors, coasts, and 
:-'l';IS of their possessions in North America swarm, at stated seasons ot 
the year-;Illd this, as he was informed, was one of these reasons-with 
tl](',.;<: fisl!iug vessels. Yet suddenly, without notice of any kind, we 
are intiH'lncd ii'om the public journals, and semi-officially by a sort of 
proc1ulll:Jtion from the Secretary of State, that a very large British 
naval force has been ordered into these seas for the purpose of enforcing, 
at the mouth of the cannon, the construction which Great Britain has 
determined to place on that convention." 

Mr. ",Lason said: "I had su pposed, in this civilized age and'between 
t\Yo "uel! countries ,IS (heat Britain and the United States, that were 
it the purpose of England to revive her construction of the convention 
and require that it should be enfi)rced, ordinary national courtesy 
,vould have required that notice should have been given of that deter­
mination on the part of Gr0ut Britain. But, sir, when no such notice 
is given-\yllen, on tIle contrary, the first information which reaches us 
is that Gre;lt Britain has ordered into the3e seas a large naval force for 
the purP()~I' ()f enfon:ing this alleged right, I know not in what light it 
m;l\' ,.;t]"ik .. ,.:eu;ltors; for it strikes me as a far hi!.!her offence than a 
1m :;Il'h of national cnUl"tl':-,y-as one of insult and indignity to the whole 
c\meric,m pl'llple-. Tlli,.; morning, in the fir,.;t paper I took up, from 
the .\iortll, 1 ";1 't' extracted from one of the British colonial newspapers, 
printed at ~t. John, .\il'W Brunswick, a formal statement of the actual 
naval jll]"I'I'''; (mil'lnl by (;n';lt Britain into those seas. It cOl1si,.;ts of 
the Cumberland, a SI'VI'Ilty-gnIl ship, commanded by Sir G. F. ~ey­
mour, \\"ho, I l)L'iil'\'(', is a British aclmiral, commanding on the "Vest 
Jllll i;l II ,.;t;ltiou; and then fullows an enumeration of stea tll-vesf-wls, 
sl()np."-()t~\Y;[r, and schooners, and the entirE'. number, nineteen, ordered 
t() 1"< 'Udl'Z\'IJUS there, and with the utmost despatch. For what pur­
po.sc? 

" T() ('nl( .re(' at once, ~llld without notice to this government, so far as 
I ;1111 ild; 'J'llll'd; ,md yct we hav<::, some information through the quasi 
proclamation of the Sl'Cl"ctary of ~t"tc, at the mouth of the cannon, of 
tIll' ('ullstruction which the British government places on that convention. 
1.1" not know what vit'W has b~en taken by the President of this extra­
ordinary mnvement; but I think I do know what the American people 
woultl demand of the EXt'I'utive, under such circumstances. If there 
J)(' olll"i;tl or ";;ltitilC'tmy infbrmation to the Executive that this extraor­
dinary mlv;d armament has been ordered by Great Britain into the 
North Americ;1fl seas, for the purpose of executing instantly the. con­
struction which Great Brit<1in places on the convention, I say the 
American people will demancl of their Executive that all the force of 
the home sqm~dron shall be orderecl there instantly, to protect American 
fishermen. 8n', we have been told by the poet who most deeply read 
the human heart, that 

, From the nettle danger 
We pluck the flower safely.' 

And if! may be told there is danger of collision, I would answer at once 
there is no danger; but if there were, it becomes the Executive imm~ 
diately to resent that which can only be looked on as an indignity and 



267 

insult to the nation. I have no fe;][3, ::'III'. President, that ,yor is to 
follow the apparent collision which has taken place between the t\yO 
governments. I confess I feel deeply the indignity that has been put 
upon tIll; American people in the ordering of the Briti"h squadron into 
those ~('as without notice; and if I read the feelings of our pCflpll' ari,c;ht, 
tlJl'Y will (lemand that a like force "hall be imtalltly sent there in order 
that the rights of our people may be protected. 

":-;ir, I do not profess the power to construe the purposes on the part 
of the British gl)Vf'[IIl[JI'llt. I WiI" yery much impre"e'ed hy a despatch 
,ybich I saw in one of the late papers, but "\yhich unfortunotcly I haye 
nol ott balld. Within the last fi,w days a dC:-'P;ltdl 11;1" been receiyed 
from tbe frJf('ign ollicc of Grr';lt Brit;lin to the colonial office, :lchie'ing 
it of tbis mov<::ment, and advisil!g that it \\',IS nne requiring cderity and 
r/I's[!:lf<'lI, 1/[l(1 refluiring that liWilSlln'S "lliJldrl IJI' taken I,y 1111_' cO]Il11i<l1 
0/0('1' to procure concert bet\Y('('l1 the Briti"lJ n;lyal t;,rc'I'" awl tbe 
colollial ;Iuilllll'jl iec-;. The l"f';lson ;I,,~i,l.ojl'd \\-;1", til;lt tbis lIj(';I:,lll"l' \\-:1,'; 

t;"d'n on t1J1' 1wrt of Gre;lt Britain ;1';- preliminary tl) (Trt;lin nl',!.,!lJl ia­
tiolls. l\ow, wbat dill''; thi,; meanY I knO\v not \\hat tht'~L' lJi'!.!otla­
tions ;In'; but ifit li](';IIl'; anytllillg, it 1111'<111'; that \\-t~ arc II) l1f',!.!lltiate 
under r1IIFf'SSC. 

" A .VI', sir, at tlli" day tlli" gn '; It III '1Ipll" ('11\-1 'rill,Q a continent nUllllwr­
ing tllirty millions, <11'1' {I) III ',!.,!I)l i<l!<' \\'itll ;, 1(lrl,i!.!11 1II'I,t 1111 our C();!,!. I 
Jwow not what JIll' I'n',~idl'lJl h;l,; (lune, but I l'ldllll to knu\\" \\'b;11 tlH~ 
AlIlcri!'<l11 III'Il],II' I'Xl)l'l't of bim. 1 kll()w tll;lt ifJIf' ba,; aUIII' Iii" tlut:", 
tlJ(: reply III this n',;ollltion Ill' in'luiry \\'ill 111'-1 b<l\I' 1I1-lkn,d tIle 
who]I' ll<l\';d f(ln'I' of tlll' COUI111-Y into tIIUe'I' ';I':I,~, tn prutel'l tlll'ri,£Yhl:-; 
Ilf' Allj('ril':lll li,;lH'rlJll'll og;lili>! nrili,;11 lTlli"I'l"';! J hop!' it ,yilllic' tlli' 
pk:lSII1'I' of {III' :-;1'11:111' to cUIl,;idcr till' n':,lduliull iLl1nll'diali'ly." 

81'v('ral ';I'II:ltUI'S Ju!lll\\t'd :\Ir. :\1<1';1111, ;IIld ';I,"kl' in "illlibr 11'1"1I1". 
":\Ir. Hamliu :lL;leed {IlI'YI'n' word utkrc'd IIY tlj(' (,hoirman of the 

C()lllll1iUI,t, on Fllr'('i,L;1l UI'!:ItiOl;';, and Ij(' \\-;1." ,!.!T:llcfullll tl/l' ';I'I1:ltnr I(JI' 
h;l\'ing illtroclncI'd tlJ(' n'sulution. \\"II;1l the ol'it'd Ilf till' };riti,ll ;ll'lll:l­
I1l1'lIt St'llt III the lishing shores \\'as, hI' ('lllda not ,.::ty; but th;lt it 11;[(1 
SI'IIIl' ulterior ohjl,(,!, W;IS certaill. It had 1'1'1'11 \\ bi'';lll'rl'ti that it \Vii:' 

('IHIl1('ckd \"ith ('('rtain ll('L;lIliations \\-ith n'''ll''I'1 til a l"i'l'iprocity trade 
with IIII' I'()lllilil'''. If tllis \\'I'j"(' ';11, it \\';IS 1J1I111ill,!.! more 1101' !l-,..,; tlWIl 

til compel till' Uni(l'd :-;(<ltt'S to ]1',Si,;late under dunssc, and to this he, 
fiH' lilli', \\'<1'; IlllWi!lill!.,! tn submit. 

".'Ilr. C;I';'; gOYI' h'i,; full (,Olll'urrenct' to all that had f:lllen from ::'Ifr. 
:\f:I';IJIl, :Iud be hcartil.\" appron'cJ of the rt'801utillll. He \ya" ,!.!T:ltihl''[ 
,1t IW<lrill,L; that S('I\:I(IIr'" n'IlI;lr].;:,;, ,yhich W(']"t' ('f/ually i'tatt'''lll;l\dik" 
and jl:l tril 'I i('. He had m'nT 1 idare heard of E uch prllccedinc: as that 
Ill'\\' <II II ,ph'll I,y England. ~o matter what tbe ol~ect of the Ii IH'l' W:te', 
t!/('f(' \\-a,; nne t1lillg certoin-the Americon pC'lll'k would not ~ubmit to 
StIlTI'nt/I'r tbeir rights. This treaty was 1111\\" I,wr thirty yc;uo' Illd, and 
it n'('llglliC-;I,t! l'k;lrh" the ri,L;llt nt' ~\.meril';l!ls to n::<h \\"itbill thrce mill,,; of 
any ~llllrl'. Tlli,; Lad been cllllecllcd for thirty years. If tl1l'rc \\~LS 
all v dou])! ;dlOUl it, it could be settled hy negotiations. 

":\1 l". 1'r;ll1 ;;:Iid this appeared tl I him nl0r~like]y to result in wor than 
did tI\I' 1:111' dillicully. The Ell,!.!lish ,!.!IIV(Tllment h;IS dl'lidlLl upon a 
tn'al Y Cllll,;tructiull. ElIgland don't waut to negotiate, tor she ha::; "ellt 
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a larae force to execute her construction of the treaty. Americans are 
to b~ expelled from rights which they have enjoyed for thirty years, 
under what their government has at all times alld now declares to be 
the proper construction of the treaty. Ought not a force to be sent 
there to protect them in those rights ,vhich this treaty has declared to 
be theirs? Certainly there ought. 

"Mr. Davis said, by the n!'w"papers it would appear that the Secre­
taryof State amI the British minister, who had gone to Boston, were 
now ('onsulting on this matter, and he thought, from this fact, that there 
was little apprf'hension but that tbe matter would be settled amicably. 
He had no difficulty at arriving at the object of the movement. The 
senator from Maine, he thought, had touched the key to the whole. 
He would not hesitate to act on a bill proposing a proper and swtable 
principle of reciprocity. 

"Mr. 8('\Yard would vote with pleasure for the resolution. It was 
limited to two objections: to obtain information as to diplomatic cor­
respondf'lIcP on the "ubjed, and whether any naval force had been sent 
to the seas where the difficulty had arisen. The importance of these 
fisheries was conceded by all, ancI no one 8tate was more interested in 
them than another. Tt was well known that any attempt to drive our 
fishermen from these fisheries would involve the whole country in a 
blaze of war, in which case hi" ~tate would lJe deeply interested. 

" 1\Ir. Ru"J,;. said that if the ol~j('ct of that naval force by Great Britain 
was to brinu: about a reciprocity of trade, no matter how fclvorably he 
ought to look on sllch a proposition otherwi"C', he \Y(JUld neyer give it his 
assent under the r/llr('ssc of British cannon. He thought the domineer­
ing spirit of England ought to be met promptly." 

On the 25th of .July, and two days after the resolution passed the 
Senate, tl](' ~eLTetary of ~tate \Vas publicly received at his family home, 
Marsllficld, Ma:.;"achusetts. In the course of his reply to an address 
by th(' Hnn. Ndll 8pr:lgll!" he is reported to have spoken in reference 
"to recent occurrences, threatening disturbances to this country, on 
account of the fisheries," in tlwsp words: 

" It would not become me to say much on that subject, until I speak 
officially, and uncler direction of the head of the government. And 
then I shall speak. In the mean time, be assured that that interest 
will not be neglected by this administration" under any circumstances. 
The fishermen shall be protected in all their rights of property, and in 
all their rights of occupation. To use a Marblehead phrase, they shall 
be protected' hook and line, and bob and sinker.' And why should 
they not? They are a vast number who are employed in that branch 
of naval enterprise. Many of the people of our own town are engaged 
in that vocation. There are among you some, who, perhaps, have been 
on the Grand B~nk for forty successive years. ~here they have hung 
on to the ropes, ll1 storm and wreck. The most Important consequen­
ces are involved in this matter. Our fisheries have been the very nur­
series of our navy. If our flag-ships have met and conquered the ene­
my on the sea, the fisheries are at the bottom of it. The fisheries were 
the seeds from which these glorious triumphs were born and sprung . 

. " N?w, g~ntlemen, I m::cy venture to say one or two things more on 
thIS hIghly Important subject. In the first place, this sudden interrup-



269 
tion of the pursuits of our citizens, which had been carried on more 
than thirty YC;lfS, without interruption or molestation, can hardly be 
ju~t i/if'(l by allY principle or consideration \\·hatenr. It is now more 
thun thirty years that they han' pursued the fisheries in the same waters 
anti on the ",Im(; ('mist, in which, and along which, notice has now come 
that t1wy shall be no longf;r allowed these privilege:,. .\ f)\V, such a 
tbing cannot be justified without previous notice having been given. A 
men~ indulgcil('c of long continualJce, even if the privilege were but an 
indulgence, cannot be withdra\vn at this season of the year, when our 
people, according to tJIf' cu,;tom, have engaged in the lJusill(,:';", without 
notice-without just and seasonable notice. 

"I cannot but think the late despatclws from the coloninl office had 
not ;lttr;lctecl, to a sufficient (If',!..;n'(~, the attention of the principal min­
i"tcr of the crown; fc)r I see matter in them quite inconsistent with the 
arrangement mad(~ in 1;-;40 by the Klrl of AberdeclI and Edward E\('r­
('It. At that time, tlw Earl of Derhy, the pn'sl'nt first minister, was 
coloni;d C;(;(TE't;lry. It could not wi'll have taken phHT without bis 
knowJr.dg(', and, in f;J('I, without his ('OllcurrCIl('C ;md sanction. I can­
not but thillk, tlH'rdi,n', that it,; being overlooked i,; an inadycrtence. 

"Tbe trl';lty ur 181.''; W:I'; m;ldl' with tbe nown of Eligiantl. If a 
fiflliin,'.!; VI's,;d is (';Ipturcd hy 0Ij(' of lwr YI 'S"I ,j,.; II r \\ar, and carried to a 
Britlsll port fiJr :ldjudil';ltiolJ, the !Town of Engbnd is ;j[I:,\\'er;J!,]e; and 
tl)(,11 WI' know wiIom \\T h:I\,(' to dl,;1l with. But it i" not to be E':X[lI>l't­
(·d that the 1 :lIill,d ~l;ltcs will submit their ri,!.;iIts to be aclj1Hlil';ltl>d upon 
ill III(' pl'tty tril>lllJals oj'tlJ(~ jJl'lI/'illl'l's; or that WI' shull allow 1>111' \'1>';';I,ls 
to lw c;I,izl'r1 on I,y (:Ollsl;iI,II''', or fltllf'r pl'lty flllil'fT:', ~Jllcl ('olldclIllWd by 
the TDunicil';d I'ourl,; ()f(~\IIdl('c and i\('\\')i!UIIdlalld, :'\I'W BrUlJ.~\\'ick or 
Can:IIl:i. 1'\0, !lfl, no! (Url>:lt chcerinc;.) 

" Further tim n this, g(>ntll'lllcn, r do Ilot think it r":X pt,dit'flt to n'lJ]:lrk 
UpOIl Illi,; lopic Lit pr!'~w!lt. Hilt yllil lIlay lw a';"llft'd, it is a ';lJl~jl:d 
UPI)1l which 110 OIlC skI']>" at Washill!.;toll. I [(>!.;TI't that the state> Ill' 
my health (;;111,;('11 my ;Ji'';('I1I'(' frOlll \\'ashingtoll \\,1](,11 the new,; came 
o(this ,;wlden 1'll;lIlg-C in tllC interpretation ot'tlw trcatil':'," 

TIl!' 1'j('"id!'1I1 :lll"w('J'('d the n',;ulution of the ~I'II;Jtt' on tIl!' 5th of 
Allguc;t, ,111<1, ill tr;lllslllittill~ till' dl'('lllllf'llh* n'ljllf'"t('d hy tbat hody, he 
(,]':-;fT\'I'c! that the ste<Lm-fi-igatc J\li",;i,,:,ippi, Cotnmodorl' .\1. C. PlTry, 
had IWI'II d('~I"III'Ij('d to tIll' ('oasIs of the Hriti,,11 po"sl':,:,iolJS "fin' the 
purpOSI> of prot('f'!illg the ri,~hts of Amrrican fishermen under the con­
v('lltilJil of] :-;1"." '1' I It'';1 > d()("lJlllt'lltS WI')'(' "pL'I'dily pul']i~llt'd. Many 
oj' i1wm arc ()~' gn>:I.t val~ll>. ~()on ;dter their plll~lil';ltion, dpbates upon 
tIll' "ltI'II'!'1 of the h:-;hcrll's were rene\\'cd. Our Illllltc; :lllnw us to notice 
tlw "IH:I'('h of ~Jr. 8('ward alone, delivered on the 14th of August. 

HI~ 1" :'llPIH)o:r'd to 11:\\'(> ('xpressec! the views of the ,t:;'OVlTnment, or to 
";1\'(', 111;lde authorized explanations, upon st'\,errtl important point,; v,hich 
Ij(' dJ~I'lJ"~I'11. To correct wh:ltcYcr misapprehension exi~tL'd relative to 
tIll' I:riti"iJ nuy;il forc(' on th(> fishing grounds, he s;liJ: 

,. Ld II" now S('I' what forc(, it is that has been :,ent into the field of 
thc dispule. There is the Buzzard, a steamer of six gun", and the Ber­
lllU drt , a SI 'hooIlI'r Ilf thn 'C guns, sent to the straits of Bclkisle and on 

• Executive Dooument No, 100. 
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the COGst of Newfoundland, where we have an unquestioned right offish­
ing, and wher~ there is no controversy. Then there is the Devastation, 
a steamer of SIX guns; the Arrow and the Telegraph, of one gun each; 
and the Netley, of two guns, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence: making in 
the whole seven vessels, with a total of 31 guns, sent by the imperial 
government into these waters. If you add to this force the flag-ship of 
Vice Admiral Seymour, (the Cumberland,) with seventy guns, there 
are, altogether, one hundred and one guns. This is the naval force 
which has been sent into the northeastern seas. 

"~o\Y, I desire the Senate to take notice what force was there bifore 
this great naval force was sent. LClst year there was the flag-ship, the 
Cumberland, commanded hy the same Sir Charles Seymour, with sev­
enty guns; a trigat p of twcnty-six guns; two sloops of sixteen guns; 
ami one steamer of six guns: making in the whole sixty-four guns, 
·without the Cumberland; and, including the Cumberland, one hundred 
and thirty-four guns. 

"Then this mighty naval demonstration which has so excited the 
SenClte and roused its indignation, ;m(l brought down its censure upon 
the administrati( 111, consists in a reduction of the naval force which Great 
Britain 11;1(1 in these waters a year ago from one hundred and thir1y­
four to one hundred and one guns. What the British government has 
done has been to withdraw some large steamers, because they were not 
so useful in accomplishing the objects designed, or because they ·would 
be more useful elst'where, and to substitute in their pbce a large num­
ber ()f inferior \'Csscls-cithcr more efficient there, or less useful else­
where." 

He added: "The 8('D:1tc will understand me. I do not say that 
this is the whole force wllich is in those waters. There is an increase, 
I think, on the whole, which is furnished by small vessels of the dif­
ferent provinces-Canada having sent two or three, Nova Scotia three 
or four, nlUl Prince Edwanl Island, I think, one. But the question I 
am upon, anel the real question now is, what the imperial government 
has clone; and so I say the British government has reduced the number 
of guns employed."* 

~ TIlt' Halifax ('hrnnkk, in July, published the following: 
"Fur the information of all ('oll('ern",1, We subjoin a list of the cruisers our calcnlating 

neighhurs aI'<' likely to filII in with on the coast-all of which will, we apprehend, do their 
duty, \\'itilOllt /;·"r or faYu!': 
Cu~nberland" ................. 74 .............................. Captain Seymour. 
Sappho ....................... l;! ........ sloop .................. Com. Coch~ane. 
TJevaKtatioJl t ................... Ii ........ steam sloop ............ Com. Campbell. 
Buzzard ....................... 6 ........ steam sloop ............ Com ----. 
Jauust ........................ 4 ........ steam sloop .... ,,,,,, .. Lieutenent;---
Netley ......................... 3 ........ ketch .............. ". Com. Kyuaston. 
Bermuda ...................... 3 ........ schooner ........... ". Lieutenent Jolly. 
Arrow ............ """ .... __ .......... brigantine ............. -- - ___ _ 
Telegraph .................. __ ........... schooner ........... ". -- --__ _ 
Hulitilx ........................ 2 ........ brigantine ............. Master Lavbold. 
Belle .......... __ .... __ ...... __ 2 ........ brigantine .. __ ......... Master Crowell. 
Responsible ..•••.. __ • __ ••.••• __ 2 ..... __ . schooner •••••.....• ". Master Dodd. 
Daring __ .. __ ...... __ .. __ . __ .... 2 ...... __ schooner. .. ... __ ...... Master Daly. 

"In addition to thi~ formidable foree, his Excellency Sir G. F. Seymonr requires, we learn, 
~Te vessels, beSides the Arrow and Telegraph, (two beautiful craft, of whose merits we 

* Flag, Sir G. F. Seymour. f 300 horse power. t f.!20 horse power. 
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In reply to strictures upon the course of the Secretary of State, 
Mr. :--!c\yard remarked: "The President, it seems, took p::tins to "b­
t;)ill information informally, and he caused it to be published, in a 
notice i"sued by the Secretary of State, and dated at the Department 
of :--!tLtt(~ July 6, iS52, and which has been called here the' procla­
miltion' of the Secret'II-Y. 

" The Senate will see that the Secretary of f-:ulte ~et forth such un­
()fficial information (and all the information \V,lo" unofficial) <1S had 
1)1'f'lI obtained, and stated the popular inference then preya1ent, saying 
that the imperial government 'appeared' now to be "willing to zld"pt 
tbe crJII"truct ion of the convention illsisted on bv the co1oni,·". Intf.'r­
rin~, from circumstanr:cs, the hazards and dan,Qci'-s \yhich would arise, 
1w'"rot fiJrth the r;;lse precisely as it sPf-'med to stand. He alherterl to 
the qur·stion understood as likely to be put in isslw, ar:c1, admittillg that 
II'dmic,dh- the C'HlvclItion (jf l~V:; would bear the ngorous construc­
tion iJl~i"t:'rl on llv the colonies, hf: dr,clarcd the rlls,w'lIt of the .!!"yern­
ml'ul of tlJf; Unit~·cl :--!1:lt('S from it; and then CfJll1l11unicoted tl1e case 
to the 1)(']""IIiIS r'n~;lg('r1 in this hanI ancl b;lzarclous tr;II].., that they 
might lw 'on their ~U;Il-rl.' 

"I am surprisecl that any doubts slllmlcl1)(' raisl'c1 as to tbe prroC'h­
mation l){'ill(! the act of tIl!: Q()YITnment. I c1" not under~t;mrl how a 
81'11;ltor or ;;~('itiz(,11 can oili(:i;dly know th;lt the :--!1'n<'l;lry of ~tate is 
;11 :\f;JJ',,]dlc1r1, or ('],;c\v}wre, w'lJ('1I 11)(' seal and date (J'f the d"part­
I)/llit ;dlirlll tll;)t lw j,; ;1t the c:lpil;il. I \y,mld like In h:now ,y!wrc IJr 
\\ IH'I) tiIis ,L;OV(,],IJllJ('l)t or tbis adlllinistnlti'JlI 1m,; di,,;I\'(J\ycrl thi" pro­
clamation. 

"111 i,~~llillg 11) is Ii lit i('(', the Sl'crdD ry of :--!tate (liel just \,-hat the SC'C'­
nt;Jry oJ' ;--;1;11(' b;lrl 1)(,1'11 in the h;JLit of doillQ in such C;I~(," fi-om the 
foulldatioll of tllC gUVCrIl1 t)l'nt, viz: he i",~ul·d a nlltic(' to the citizi 'ns 
ot' the Ullilr'rl :--!lat;·,.; to put tlll'lll ()ll t!wir guard in a 1.';1';(' of ;tpP;lrcnt 
d""l!IT, n',.;ultillg from thr(';tlening 1'llll';lrr;I,,:'ml'lIt of our relations 
witll ;J tcm'i,QII P"\\(·!'. The nr,;t IIlllic(' of the killil wllich I ]);1\'1' toulli1 
ill hi"tllry is a lIotin' issued hv Tlmm,1:' JdltTsnn, :--!1'CTetan' l,f :--!t:ltc 
ulldcr (;-I'mgl' \\';I"llin,Qton, tl;tlll' I1Wrl'll;)III,; Ill' the ('nitecl ':--!tate8, in­
fi,rrllilJ,~ 1.111'1111>1' tIlt· HriLi"h Orrkr.,; in Council, ;11111 l,f tbe d"ne"s of 
the Fr(,I1('h Din','lory, ,md of the apprehendell seizure and (.'IJ!1ti.~ca­
lion 01';\ II]('r1(';lIl \'(·,;,.;(·1" und"r them; ;ll1d "",",urill" the )"l1Jf'rican 
1l1l'H']I;lllb thnt, j;'1" \\'hatcnT tb,')' mi,Qht untnvtillly fJ:'T, the [;overn­
lIH'lIt of tlj(' ('llitl·tl ~t;I1('" \\'()ulll take ('arl' that thev woulJ b(· indem­
lIifir·rl. I 11l'lJlI~ht that to the l1oticl' of the Senate heretofore, <mel upon 
tlli' ,~r()l1nd, among others, that tliey ha\'(' 1\\' ice ,,;l11ctionec1 a bill pro­
vir/illQ f;)r t]1t' P;IYIl1I'1I1 of losses hy French spoliations. 

hall' !'n" ill"sly spoken,) til be fitt"Il, prllyisillu,>.i, nffil'I'reil. and manned bv tht' British gll,_ 
Il1'llIlH'Ut, '1'1,,· B"zzl]rd, hourly ~xp"I'rt',l from PortsllIouth, hrillgs out ~t'n to llIall these 
hir .. ,1 ,·.·."I·k To till'''' must be added lieu from X,,\\, Brullswi"k, one frOID CmwIla, and one 
fruUl i'ill!'1' Edward Island, mllkiug a roral of ninl'ieen armed \"t's",ds, frolll the' [all Admi­
r.d' til tilt' lillY tl'n,J.-r, ""~agl'<l in.tbis iltl\,llrtllllt sen'icc', His 1->,I'('II"tll'\' the Yil'I' Ad­
mimi d.'s,'n·,·s tl ... thunks of tl ... 1"'111'1" of British Xonh America fin' rb., Z,'''\ with which he 
hll" I"\"'n up thi. mOllll'lItll"" matter, and al,o t"r the promptitude of his "'H)p,'ration with the 
pruviuI,jnl l:"It'1'I1I''''II(. .Jauus "011'1" to """\lti),,udland din'l't frolll (;ibraltar, ,be is un ex­
pl'l'illlt·utul ,'I.'alll,·r, I'UDstrlll'ted by :-:ir Chll.rl"s Xa!,i"r, und hI' WUII> said to be a splendid 
failure, L'um!wr1and sails illlllledill.tcly fur ~t, Juhn and the K~\\'tuUllJlaUJ el)tlst." 
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" The notice published by Mr. W ~b~te.r ~as o(the same ?~aracter 
and effect. Siuce that time, the MISSISSIppI, a steam war fngate of 
the United States, has been ordered to those waters to cruise there 
for the protection of American fisher:Tlen in the enjoyment of their just 
riahts. Thus ends the whole story of these transactIOns about the fish­
el~es. The difficulties on the fishing grounds have 'this extent-no 
more:' they are the wonder of a day, and no more." 

A,aain: in explanation of the charge of a senator, that Mr. Webster 
had ~'()I]('t'lkd too much in his official notice of July 6, he said: "Now, 
here is ';\lr. Webster's language. After quoting the treaty, he says: 

'" It would appear that, by a strict and rigid construction qfthis article, 
fishing w""els of the t: nited States are precluded from entering into 
the bays,' &c. 

"And in the snme connexion he adds: 
'" It W:1S undoubtedly an oversight in the convention 0/ 1818 to make S() 

large a concession to EngLand.' 
"That is to say, it was an oversight to use language in that conven­

tion which, by a strict and rigid construction, might be made to yield 
the fi·eedom of the great bays. 

"It is, then, a qn(',;! jnn of Int're verbal criticism. The Secretary does 
not admit that the rigorous construction is the just and true one; and 
SII he c1w's not ad mit that there is any 'concession' in the sense of 
the term which the honorable senator adopts. )\'"ow, other honorable 
senators, if I recollect aright-and particularly that very accurate 
and exct'pc1ingly strong-minded senator, the gentlemclIl from Massa­
chusetts, CUr. Davis)-conceded that the treaty 11)ollld bear this rigorous 
construction; insisting, nevertheless, just as tlle ~l'C'retary of State did, 
that it was :, fmct,d and unjust one." 

To refute the many rumors relative to an adjustment of the difficul-· 
ties, as wt'll as to repel the imputation of treating under duress, he 
declared that "no negotiation has been had between the President of 
the United :-'t;ltes and the English government. No negotiation is now 
in progress hetween the two governments. No negotiation has been in­
stituted bet\y('en the two governments for any purpose whatever. No 
overture of negotiation has been made by the British government since 
the last year, and no overture has been made by the American to the 
British go\'('rnment. :-'0, then, it appears that nothing has been neO'o­
tiatt'll a way at the cannon's mouth, because there has been no neO'otia­
tion at all, t,jther at the c:mnon's mouth or elsewhere. There ha~ not 
b~en anJ:' Ill'.u:()tiatio~ uncle:' duress, because there has ?een. no pretence 
of a cle~:Ign 1)y the ImperIal government to enforce Its nO'orous con­
structi~11 of: ~he convention ?f 1818, or to depart f~om. theO position of 
neutralIty, If I may SI) c:,l1 It, always heretofore mamtalt1ed." 

On the su bjcct of reciprocity, he considered that" the ind~tions are 
abundant that it is the wish of the Senate that the Executive should 
not treat upon this subject, and I think wisely. I agree on that point 
With. my honorable and d~stingui~he? friend tro~ l\h.ssachusetts, (~r. 
DaVIS.) What the coloDles reqUIre IS some mochficatlOn of commerCIal 
regulations which may affect the revenue. That is a subject proper to 
be acted upon by Congress, not by the President, if it is to be acted 
1lpon at all. It must not be done by treaty. W ~ seem to have courted 
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the responsibility, and it rests upon us. Let us no longer excite our­
selves and agitate the country with unavailing debates; but let us ad­
drc~s ourselves to the relief of the fishermen, and to the improvement 
of our commerce. 

" r\f)W, sir, there is only one way that Congress can act, and that is 
bv rcciprocallegislation with the British Parliament or the British colo­
n}(:s of some sort. I commit myself to no particular scheme or project 
of reciprocal legislation, and certainly to none injurious to an agricul­
tu ral or a manufitcturing interest." 

As to the course to be pursued, he said, in concluding his speech, 
"I, for one, will ,!rive my poor opinion upon this subject, and it is this: 
that so long lJ('r(';~fter as any force shall be maintained in those north­
f:a~tr:rn waters, an equal naval force must be maintained there by our­
,c;dves. When Great Britain shall diminish or withdraw her armed 
f()rce, we ought to diminish or withdraw our own; and in the mean 
time a commission ought to be raised, nr some appropriate com­
miw'C' of this hody-tiJe Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com­
mittee on Finance, or the Committec on Commerce-should be charged 
to aSf:('rt;lin whr'tllf'r there cannot be some measures adoptt',1 by recip­
rnc;d kgi:-la.tion to ;l{ ~iust tli( 'Sf' di IE('ulties and enlarge the rights of our 
fishermen, consistently willi all the existing interests of the l'nited 
:--: t ;Ile~." 

It is understood th:1t tte Committee on Commercc, at the moment of 
the misunderstanding in July, iJ<ld rw:'rly matllrl'd a hill \\'hich em­
hrnccd, suhstanti;dly, the propositions submitted ),y ,-..:ir H('nry Bulwer, 
ill JIIIlf', J ·"0 I. To assume that such is tIll' flet, aIld that the bill 
W(HIld Irav(' p:ls~('d Congress, but for tIl<' rll"t'l'ipitnncy of the partit~s to 
the Toronto ;1,L!n'emcnt, recalls the' ~igl1ifi(';lllt rcmark of l\Ir. D;l\'is, 
once already qllu[('d, tb;1I the colollists' \Vert' "l'layil'g a game which 
may not ;lflvance m;ileria\Iy the intcrc,;ts they h~I\,(, in yi('\L" 

Our record, thus LII', (,OIlt:liIl'; a r;lpid notic,' of events connected with 
thc cOCltmversy to the close of August, 1"':;2. It c{)Il1IJri:-es, as will 
be perceived, no account of any action on thc part of the t\\'() g0\"C'w­
ml'IIt.~ to ;\(ljllst the difficulties between them, eitll('r by negotiation or 
by lcgi,~l:itioll. 

But therc is .~on(l rluthority £n' saying that the British admiral (Sey­
mour) W;IS instnwl I'll hy the admiralty, in the course of August, to al­
low our ti:-dH'rnH'11 to pursue their avocati.on in the Bel), of Fundy, on 
tllf' tl'rms of tl\{' arrClII,l.jI'ment of IS!,); til allow us to fish at the Mag­
da lew'. i;:.lands, as in tl/rmer years; to forbear to capture our ycssels 
Whl'll more than tltrl'e miles tl.-om the shore, as measured lcitlwut ref­
(TI'III'(, to the" headlands," and by the old construction of the conven­
tion; and gcnnally to execute his orders with forbearance and moder­
;Jtinl1. That thl' British ministry have been disposed, from first to 13.st, 
to ;u(jll';( the controversy on honorable terms, can hardly be doubted. 
In I"";)?, as in 1"~;), the clamors, remonstrances, and, I-will add, the 
mi,reprf':'l'ntations of the colonists, changed their' intentions. As at 
/ '\t'ry fiJrmef t i 1 Ill', the politicians of ",ova Scotia led off in opposition 
ttl a. ;.:eulellJ,.'nt. Earl~: in September, a public meeting was called at 
HahfilX, whlt'lI, uccordulg (0 the published wport of its proceedings, 
was attended II) per::'''lls of all classes and in tlTL'S('; , "to petition her 

It) 
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M(~esty in regard to the rumored surrender of the rights of fishery se­
cured to British ,;ubjects by the convention of 1818." One gentleman 
of consideration and influence appears to have "protested against the 
utility of the l!lC'C'1ing," but to ha.\'e been "promptly checked by his 
"\vorship the nwyor," who presided. Several merchants "\vere pres­
ent, but performed a secondary part. The political leaders had every­
thing their own way. One member of the "provincial parliament" 
nominated the chairm;:m; another introduced a series of resolutions; 
while <I third, \vho deciarecl that" a strong expression of the opinion of 
the meeting should gu to the foot of the throne," closed his remarks 
"\vith ~ubmitting a memorial to her Majesty, which" he had prep~red." 
A fimrth hnnora ble M. P. P. is understood to have said, that" If her 
Majesty', ,~()y( 'lIJlllent give up the fisheries, they must be p~ep~red to 
gi \l' up tLl' l''']UlIY a1:"O;" LInd the Hon. Joseph Howe, provmcml sec­
rct:lry, is rcpresentell to have advocated, with Ius usual power, the 
adu]ltion (If the mcasu:,--" presented by his associate politicians. Com­
wellt ul"Jll tllt''';l' measures is not il('l'l'ss:ll'Y. The tone of the resolu­
tions, of tll(' address to the ,!::OVCIlHlr of the colony, and of the memo­
ri,il t(l ti'l' (~UE'l'n, is nt!;'usivc. These documents, from beginning to 
enel, show a 8pirit flf deep hostility to the Cnited States, and a deter­
minatiun to be satisfied wit]l no terms of accommodation which would 
1)(' entertained lly our ,~(ly('rtl ment; and, Eke everything else in Nova 
'-:cotia nn tlH' SL11~j, '('t (II 1I1e fisheries, contain ftuch that is erroneous in 
stat,'l11ClIt of matters of fact, and that is unsound in questions of politi­
cal sciu{cc.* 

* These documents arc as follows: 

RESOLUTIONS, 

I, fl,ou{rrd, That tho citizens of Halifax feel depply grateful to her Majesty's government 
for 1 lie detenninlltion to " r"llLOYC' all ground of complaint on the purt of the colonies in eonse­
'1'11""'" "f' till' ('nC'l'tlftehnlPuts of the ji~lcing vesseJs of the United Srnt,.., upon the rl"('lTed 
iislcill!£ gruun'\~ of 1\ril ish AlI1C'ril'a,' ,'xl'l't'sHed ill the despatch of the right honorable the 
SC'l'l'C" :try uf :~Iate I,ll' tilC' eo\oUil'R, llat"d tl,e ~~c1 of ~Iay, 

2, i",I'ulml, That th., eil.izens of Halifax have regarded with interest and satisfaction the 
jllrli"illll" ltll'aHU}'('R arloptecl by Yice Admiral Sir George Seymour, to carry out that determi­
n~tion with finlll1l'RS and disc'rl'tillll, 

:l. )(, s"{l'IIl, That "(Jell!'ely rdying upon the justice autl maternal care of their Soverei!!U, 
the ('iliz"lJs ,,!, l-lulifux are reluctunt to believe that, because a few threatening speeches h;ve 
been lll".\(' in C'!ll!£r("~, and a sillgle ship-of-war has visitea their coa~ts, the Queen's govern­
ment will relax tlll'ir vii!ilant supervision over British interests, or weakly yield up rights 
""'l'lIl'1'd by t""aty s(ip"latiolls, 

4" :"',"JI,:,,{, That lci"~II!'y (C'UC,I'l'S that the eommereial prosperity and naval power of every 
man(UllC ~tilt(' llan' n~en, by slow dewees, from tho prosecution of the fisheries, in which 
seamen W"I'I' tmill"c] anu harch .1efel1lll'rs nnrtured, 

fl, il".,,,/wl, Tlcat reading (Iii" leSHon uplly, the great c'ommercial fllld political rivals of En cr-

land-the \:'1il.,'] ;-;Ial," and Fnull'e-lcaw, fur muny years, f'lsterecl (h"ir fbhel'ies by liber~l 
1"""I(i.", awl ['r"I'\Y s[lellt their treasure that they might recruit their nuvy and extend their 
mercfllltil" marine, 

6, lIesolvcd, 'l'hat by the aid of these bounties France and the United States maintain, on 
the banks, illl,d e~lastR of North America, 30,000 seamen, respectively, which either power, in 
('f"" }/I),'tclltJl"~ 1llll'encl, ('llll ('/til lJOl1le to defend its llational flag and if need were launch 
against tlip 1'0\\,(,1' of thi, empire, '" 

7, Rcsol~cd, That \:'ith~llt the aid of bounties the fish,eries of British America have been pros­
ecuted, and her manne mterests have expanded, until her shores are peopled with a hardy 
ela" .of ~nen, who consume, almost exclusively, tire manufactures of Englnnd in peace, and 
\,-ho, III tlmes of dangel', would leap into the shrouds of their national ships to defend the flag 
they l'cverel1.ce. 
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Thlre: is now but little to add to complete a record of the more im­
portnnt evr'nl s connected with the history of tbis controversy. 

The Queen of England, in her speed! at the opening of Parliament, 

8. /:c",/rrd, That the cession of the Aroostook ten-itory, ani! the fr"~ naligarion of the St . 
• Tuhn, tfor' ri.ght of registry in colHnial ports, and tb» .free at1missiun of the productions of the 
United Star"H into British AWlc:rica' at reH!UUe dutllc:S onl.\", hale 1"'>11 f(,llllwed by no cor­
resp"u.ling fi·laxatiou of the cOlllwercial 'Yoteill of the Luited Stute" which wuuld justify a 
further Hflcrifice of colonial i[\tefl~RtH. 

9. HcsolDcrl, That while more than ODe half of the seacoast of the repul)lic bounds slave 
Stat,·" whose laboring population cannot he trmte,ll1pfln the sea, the "O"'\S of British AmpriCIl 
include a frorItage ujJon tl'e O('(':tll greater than the whole Atlantir' 8t'<')",;,r,1 of th', Cui oed 
fOwt(". Thr> rl")wHt li,)ll'ries in th,' world ~l1rr{)una tl,,>.s,! eoa.,ts. ('''al. "'hieh the Americans 
must hril!~ with them, shoulrl they prov<ik" hostilities, abuunds ILt the mo:,;t c"m'"ui"ut point8. 
'1'"" millions of adventuJ"llus :llld industliouB people al)"l'ud.r inhabit the,s .. pnwiuc,,,, and the 
citizullS of Ilalifax would ind,''''\ deplnre the delibcmt" xacritil·\.' of tlll·ir int,·r,·,!" by any 
m'al, ('on"""iun to a I'"m'r wbieh {'\','r Reconrls tl11' df"rt'l IIf astute dipluUl:l"Y by appeals to 
0", angry l",,,iond-tl,,, full lim'e of which has lw"n rwi,'" 011 Briti,h Aw,'rica within the 
lIiI'lI",ry of this gl'w'rutiull, and, in a j u,t elluse, with thl' aid of the lllother cOUlJtry, l'ould be 
bruken ugain, 

ADDRESS, 

To Iii" EfCrllcncy Colontl SIR J. (";,\SP.\HD L~"""l'JlI'Ir, Kni!!ht, and Knight Command"r 
of the Ol'lJ..rs of 1-'1. }'l'l'llinand alld ,,1' Ch"rl<J~ IIii' Thinl of "11.1111, Lil:llt','lHlllt GllY,>rnor 
aud C:ouuu:""I"r iIH·I,i,·j" iu ami 01',·,. h(Jr Muj<,.;t,)'8 pro,illc" of .:\tI\,~ ~"otia aud its depl'ud­
(,JJ('inH, Clwu(:'!'lJ"r flf the sarne, ... '(c. 

M\Y IT PLEASE youn E,rF.I.LEN('I·: IV .. , her :\L<.j",~,y" dutiful anr1l"yal sllhj"d" the mayor 
alld ul,I"'ITIII'n "I" 111/', ,·it J, ani] f{·l'n·",,,tati' ,'.' of II", "[ry IlIld ("HlUI) of Hal;l,tx, fI·'I"'..rI·,dlj' 
fl·'I,,"."1 Ihal !our "H"II"IIl'} will be pl,·a,,·" I" trausmir. "y this lli!!l,t's m:dl, til rhe ri,~hr hOI1' 
umld,· tho :-;""rl'lal')" "I' Rtut., fur thl' ('\lI"llic~, to hI' !:ti,1 at the ti".t ,,(" tI", thr"",-" 1t Jllti!",,; 
and lo.\ al l"'lil;OI1, llI11lllimoll,ly H{]"pll',j thi" <1 a:, by ~t \'cry large aud innw·tli ialllle'ding tlf wr 
feJlo\\"·,.jli/.'·IIH, lJUld in Ih,· l'rO\"i",·,· Illlli. 

\r,· aI,,, pr:.," that th,' r~.soll1liolls, Il ""1')' of whi,']' is allu('x",l, unrl which w{'re passed with. 
equall"","ii"il.\·, ilia)" I", ai,,, fin'wJtl'lll'<i t., rh" right honoralJle the C.,I.,ui,,1 :-;'· .... et"r.'·. 

Thb 1"'1;1;"", Ilwl tlHl~e r",""IUI;Ol1S, hllYII ! ... ,·tI Il1lopt,>,1 ill ",IIrSl·'I"eue,· of tIlt' abrming in­
tulligpuc(\ ha\'iJl~ 11l'1'1i 1"I\{,t,i\,,',l that t1q.~·o(iatiol1'''; are )'!'lldiug' III·r\\','j'U tlie DriIL"]1 gnvenllllf:'nt 
!Llli! II", AIIlL'ri"11ll Ini"i,t,'r iu LOUll .. ", for RliITel"l"";II~ to tl,,· .. iliz,·us of tl,,· ellit",l "ratt" 
ti", rigll! "f fishing on the ("""ts ana wit bin th" hay" of tl". British 0,""rth A",,'rican ,'ol"!li,'s, 
frolll wiJi"11 Ih'·.I'tlfl' now l'x"II"j,'<I hy the ('''nr''Blioll "f J"I". \\',. ""trellr r,,"r "x"dlency, 
UK tl~(· (,LW,·l\'1'4. rl'prI'RI'nt:tll\'(~ in thi~ !Jl'H\'inl'l', to t."uu\"\>y to Itt'\' .)r(lji·~ly·:-:':,!;\)VI~rnlHl'llt a Mr()ll~ 

l'I'IIIOII.";( rall,'t' a.gHillNt. any 8\1('h (,()lll·I'~.",ii\11 of thl' fishing rit;ht,..; a:-, 11l'rt'ill'~ to /Ii' 1'I)ll~t"'lUl'!iitplf. 
'1'11 .. ilJlI1Wdi:lI,· cl'~partl\l"" of this ttlail Willllot l,,'rmit Wit· tletailiuc: all tll,· t1i'ast,..,,!., ]"I·.sult.s 

to Ill' al'l'I·piJl·wl,·,j fl'Otn til .. (·lHle,·."i'>IIS now re'llliretl ill' rhe American gO,,,,·!,,,,,·,,t, hut we 
1ll1l"1 I ... g thllt you will ""nn' her ~laj.·'ty·" miBi,(,·,.< that the illfiJl'matioll just r,·",·j,'ed has 
o(· .. a,illn,·,\ the lllll,t illkll'" /tnxi"ty througholl.t the cOllllllunity, it heing el'i,l .. nt that our 
riglJt:-;, 011/'/' ('IIIH'I·tIl'll, ,'nu TlP.Y('t' Ill' rcg-idned. 

HI I~H' l{'rlllS "I' 11,(, "oll,l'lltio11 of 1"1" the Unitt'(l Statl's "xpres~ly r"Il"!IIIl'e,1 alII' rio-lit of 
lhh(llg witllin threll marino lIliles from tlw COII.'\S aUlI shores "f the,,: ,-,,,luuit's, til' o( ell~,t1U" 
ti"'ir bays, l'fl'l·ks, tllltlhari<nrs, ,'U·l·pt Ie)]' shelter, or IiiI' wood antl water. " 

If this r'~"[ril'tilllJ 1,,· n'mOl'cd, it must be obdons to YUHr l'x,:el1ency that it will be impos­
,ihl .. to pn'wlII the ,\nll·l·i,·IlIl.< fr"m using l>ur lishin>.; [(,."uuds :{S fr,.el.l· as ,,'lr own fishermen. 
TIH'Y will I,,· p,·rlllitte.\ ill ,·"t,·r 0111' hays and harbors, wh .. ,. .. , at all tillie" uniF'ss armed 7:fS­

~113 11ft prts,"t in ,.~cry harbor, t lll'}' will liot only !ish in l'l>ll1mon ,,,i,h on,. 0\\1.1 fj,henuen, but 
II,,'), will brill>.; with the·ttl l'olltrabuml guods tu neh:uI>.;e ,rith th .. iuhabitant, for Ii.sh, to the 
':I"<'1It iujlll'Y "f ""lllninl trud,>!r" IlUd 1"S' to the l'ulJJic. Tel"emll'. The fish ohtain,"\ by thi" il­
li"il 'ratlie will then ]". taken to Ih,-' lillir",1 ~L\te~, where they will be entl'r,>d a., the pruduce· 
~f lh,· Am,'ri'·I.'1l li'h~'rit'"' while those .. xported frolll the eulollies ill a legal maUller an! sub­
JI'j'( 10 opl'n'~.";I\'1' Ullrtt'S. 

'V,· "",·,1 Hot r .. mind yonr I'xceH"n('y that the eqllil'alellt sHi,l to hl1\',· ],""n l'rop""",l-that 
of tdl"wiul-: "lit' l·l·"St·I" to ft.1! in the Wllfer,; of th~ Uuited :)tate,,-is utti'rly vlllnde8s, and un-­
Wurt!" of It m.,Ult·Bt's l·'"I,i.ll'ratioll. 

W ~ 11"."11].1 fllil~ I~"l){' that th .. reports \Vhich hllve appearea ill the pllhlie press re"]l,:ctir:~ 
the peuJIIIg negotlatlOus UetlH"!U the tWe l go.ernwents lire witllout any g,")d tounuation. 
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November, 1852, remarked that "the present and well-grounded com­
plaints on the part of ~y North American colonies, of t~e inf~action ?y 
the citizens ot the U mted States of the fishery conventIOn of 1818, m-

We cannot imagine that her Majesty's government, after having taken prompt and decided 
IDl1l1SUreS to .. nfon·" the true construction of the treaty, will ever consent to such modification 
of its terms as will render our highly valued rights a mere privilege to be enjoyed in common 
with f4Heigners. 

1Ve thpI·..t',re pray your excellency to exert all your influence to induce her Majesty's min­
is{ers to stay any further negotiations on this vitally important question until the rights and 
interests of the inhabitants of this province are more fully inquired into and vrndicated. 

HALIFAX, September 2, 1852. 

l\IEIIWRIAL. 

To the Queen's Most Excdlent Majesty. 

The bumblp memorial of the undersigned, merchants and inhabitants of Halifax and otber 
parts of NonL ~l'(ltia, convened at a public meeting beld at Halifax on Thursday, the 2d of 
September, 1.~.J~, showcth: 

By the IIlaii j'('eently arl'i ,ed from England, your memorialists have learned witb deep (lon­
eel'll that it is in ('ontl'mplation of your Maje~ty's ministers to surrender to the United States 
of America privih·gl'K of fishing on the Cllasts of rour Majesty's North American colonies, to 
which, at pn""nt, your l\lojesty's subjects are alone entitled. 

Time is nnt afli:orded to enter at large on rhi" subject, nor is it necessnry. Repeatedly have the 
vital ill1I'OliHlH'" "f thl'Ke, fisherit'R, and the nI'I'"",ity of preserving llnimpairl'd the restrictioDs 
against enl'fflH(:hlllent hy which th(') lire guarded, been urged on the imperial g\'VernmeBt. It 
was beli"ved the time had long pussed wh,:n a question could· be raisl'.J on either of these 
points. To stimulate imperial aid in protecting and maintaining aclmowledged rights was all, 
it was imagin,·<1, that waR ]""juired of tllf' ('olonies, and they fondly trusted this consummation 
had been attaine,l, when, in the present season, your Majesty's war steamers came commis­
sioned on this ",,·rvice. 

Little, mny it please your Majesty, was it anticipated these were to be the precursors of a 
transfer alih iJljnrions and humiliating to your loyal colonial subjects, or for this aid that so 
large a pri,'" would be demanded. 

May it plens(> your !lInkHt)', when the United States, by the treaty of 1818, solemnly renounced 
forever tht· right to fi,h within threo marine miles of the coasts, bays, c\'t'eks, or harbors of 
certain portions of your North American territory, the stipulation was neither extraordinary 
nor extraY!'~flnt. It is mattcr of common hist<:lry, that sea-girt nations claim peculiar rights 
within a J..ague of their ~hores; and equally plain tllat, according to the maxims of interna­
tionallaw, this claim is defined by lines drawn not only between the formations of bays, but 
from th" headlands of indentations of the coast. 

But had it been otherwise, the stipulation was part of a general treaty, in which concession 
on one side may be presumed to have been compensated by concession on the other, and lOBS 

in one particular by gain in another; alld the engagement was made in language too explicit, 
and in t"nlls too well understood, to admit the possibility of misapprehension. 

Shall nations, may it please your Majesty, be absolved from the obligation of their contracts, 
and complaints be respected when made by a people, which, between individuals, would be 
treakd as {"",rile '/ 

If l'olll'iliation, irreRj>t'etive of right, be the principle on which is to be \\ithdrawn tbe re­
striction against the entry of Americans into the bays and indentations of the coast to figh, 
limiting them alone to the distance of three miles from the shore, the concession of the privi­
lege to fish within this latter distance must; equally be granted-liS, indeed, has been already 
urged in the American Congress: the restriction in both cases rests on the same authority i 
and the ('"llI"'ssion in each would be demanded by the same principle. It may not be the 
province of your Majesty's colonial subjects to suggest how far such a principle is consistent 
witb natiunal honor and independence: they have a right to pray that it be not carried out at 
their expen~e. 

When the welfare of the empire is supposed to demand extensive alterations in tbe laws of 
trade and navigation, the peculiar interests of the colonies are not pennitted to disturb the geu­
eral s:l'st~m by the continuance of conflicting regulations, however necessary, from long usage 
and the (lompetition of {oNignel's more powerful and more fiJstered by their own government. 

In the present case, the possession to surrender is no offspring of artificial arrangements, 
falling with a complicated policy of which it fonned a part. 

N?,. may it plea.se yo.ur Majesty, your loyal subjects in Nova Scotia raise their voice against 
the lDJury of u.n. inhentu.n.ce conferred upon your North Americu.n. subjects by nature, con-
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duced me to despatch, for the protection of their interests, a class of 
vessels betl er adapted to the service than those ,,-hich had been pre­
viously employed. This step has led to discussion 'with the govern­
ment of the G nited States; and while the rights of my subjects have 
been firmly maintained, the friendly spirit in which the question has 
been tr(,;ltcd induces me to hope that the ultimate result may be a mu­
tually beneficial extension and improvement of our commercial inter­
course with the great republic." 

Tlw Fresident of the United States, in his meSS3QC to Congress, in 
the following- month, refers to the subject with less b-revity. He sJjd : 
" In the course of the last summer, considerable anxiety 'was caused, 
for a short time, by an official intimation from the govern-ment of Great 
Britain that orders had been given for the protection of the fisheries 
upon the coasts of the British provinces in l\'orth America <IgainA the 
alleged encroachments of the fishing vessels of the United ""t:ltes and 
Francl'. The shortness of this notice ond the season of the year, 
s(;clfJt'd to make it a matter of urgent importance. It was at first 
apprehcndt·d th:lt an increased nrrv;]l force had been ordered to the 
fishing grounds to carry into dfect the British interpretation of those 
provisions in the convention of 18iS in reference to the true intent of 
which thn two governments diHi·r. It was soon discoVt'red th:lt :,uch 
was not the df·sign of Great Britain; alid satist:tetory e~plall:ltions of 
the n'a1 ol~j('ct5 of the measure have been gi \'f' n, both here and in 
London. 

1'1](' una(1just('(1 diffcrenc(', however, hetween the two goY('rnments, 
as to tlw interprd;ltiun ofthl' first article ofthc com-ention 01'1"'1.'3, is 
still a matt cr of import:!llcc. American fishing ves:"els, within nine or 

nected with their NOIil by the laws and u~ages of nalllr .. , confirmed to them by SOlt-1111l compact, 
and wili"h, pmetically l'njoyed by them p"t'llIiarly, and as your other ~[aj"8ty'8 8uhj"d" eannoL 
enjoy th"m, CIlIl I,,· surreudered ollly nt tlwir (·Xtr.·lIH· injury nnd g:r"at I",,,. 

Hllr .. I), 1Il1l) it plell"(' your Mn}·"t)·, Y"lIr loyal ('olonial Rubjef'ts ha,-.. a ril!:ht til ask f(,r some 
bot.t,·r ril/tROn filr this Aacrifir." of tlwir poeuliar right IUld inter!.'"t. than the demand ofa foreign 
pOll't'r-lIl1' /Jl(gralldizeUlt'nt of a foreign people. 

It jg reported that th,- Americall governmont, with characteristic diplomatic skill. have of­
fefl'" til eOllt"'d,- a similar privilege on tileir own <'IIItst in return t'H' what th,')" seek on the 
COltHts of British North Alllf'rica. 

Til,' protfcn',j 110011 i.< valul'lt-sA to the .. olllni<tR-they want it not, and wouM derive no ben­
efit frum il. Th .. "fl"r may ,]P(· .. i,,!.' the uninformed, or it llIay afrord an excus" to palliat'· tbe 
all.Crili'·I· of YOllr .. ,)Ionial snbjeets' rights. It may have been made by our sagncio1l8 ut~ighbors 
witb thi" lIhj,'<'t; but to thl1se who will ,ulfer hy tbe pretext, it is but the addition of insult to 
wron!(. If rights ,<II entirely ('1)lonit".1 anti so d"11 r as this are to be sacrificed to American in­
Ouellee, the cololli"tR sho.lId know it. Let. thelll llllt. may it plens<> your )hj,·f;ty. be tr .. ated 
as ehil,lren or illll,,·,·ilt1s b)' nominally grant inc; them a prinlege which they know, and the 
~meri"11l18 Iwow, to be worthl(,ss all an "4uivaiellt fi'r one which both equally know to he of 
I1ICIII"lIlahle value; for let it not be urged upon yonI' ",raj-·sty tbat what the Americans Beek 
i~ of no vllilltl. Th"ir t'amestnesB is c .. rtain evideu('(' to the ('ontrary . 

.It is, mlly it pll'llse your Majesty, of value, or great value, in itself; of perhaps greater valne 
stdl, /I.R t I ... b,· .• t, the only safeguard Rguillst violation of the rcstIidiLlu which prohibits the 
Ill'proll('h or rh .. American fishermeu within three miles of til<" shore. 
you~ IlIt·l\loJiali.,t. deprecate all negotiation-all compromise on the Bu1d(' .. t. The Ameri­

tans \\""1 not. probably tht~- c~nnot, grant au equivalent for the priviI,,!!," they seek, and the 
('nl~ ""I'llrlly t'~r th., ('olomes IS the t'lltlre abandonment of the presl,nt n .. ::;otiatinns . 

. '! OUf IIll'mOrlllil:t. m~st "llmpstly entreat rour ~lajesty tbat the existing fishery restrilons 
~\"In. be.IH,,~,'rwJ In th!'lr letter, and that your Majesty's power may be pnt forth to prevent 
their VIOlation. • 

And YOllr petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pra.t, &c. 
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ten years, have been excluded from ,vaters to which they had free 
access for twenty-five years after tIll' negotiation of, the treaty. In 
1845, this exclusiun wos relaxed so filr as concerns the Bay of Fundy, 
but the just and liberal intention of the home government, in compli­
am:e w{th what we think the true construction of the convention, to 
open all the ()Ilicf out~r. bays to our fish~rmen\ was. abando?ed, i:l con­
S'·IjUClICC' of the oPP"sIU"n of the colomes. NotwIthstandmg thIS, the 
United St;lte:" have, since the Bay of Fundy was reopened to our fish­
ennen in lS.J5, purslll'd the most lilwral course towards the' colonial 
fisqing illtt-rco'ts, By the revenue law of 1 S46, the duties on colonial 
fish entering our purts were Yl'lj' greatly reduced, (lnd, by the ware­
housing act, it is allowed to be (nterec1 in bond \vithout payment of 
duty. In this way, coloniul fish hos acquired the monopoly of the ex­
port trade in our market, anel is entering, to some extent, into the home 
consumption. These DleL; WCIT among those \vhich increased the sen-
sibility of our fishing interest at the movement in question. ' 

"Tllese (" in·lllll,;l ;IW·"S, and the incidents above alluded to, have led 
me to think the moment tlvorable f(Jr a reconsideration of the entire 
subject of the fisheries on the cu;/.~ts of the British provinces, with a 
vicw to place thcm up"n a more liberal fo()ting of reciprocal privilege. 
A willingl1ess to meet us in some arrangement of this kind is understood 
to c:\i,;t on the part ofCr,';!t Britain, with a dc:sire on her part to in­
clu(l" in "lil' l"ompr..JH'll,;iy(' sdtlement ;IS \H'll this su~ject as the com­
Ilwrci;ll iIJklT()lIr.~(· bd\\"('cn the United Statt's and the British provinces. 
I have thougbt that, wll;lte\"(,l" nrrangements may be made on these 
two sul~ie<.:ts, it is l':\pcllient that t1wy should be embraced in separate 
conventions. The illness and death of the late Secretary of State pre­
vented the commem·,'lJ1Cnt of the COII1l'lllpbted negotiation. Pains have 
heen t;ilz('n to collect tlj(' information required for the details of such an 
arrangement. The subject is att(~ndecl with considerable difficulty. 
If it i,; fiJUnd pr;wtic;lble to come to an agreement mutually acceptable 
to the two parties, conventions may be concluded in the course of the 
present \\·illkr. The control of COllgress oYcr all the provisions of such 
an arrall.~('llll'nt, afli:,,·ting the revenue, will of course be reserved." 

Our latest accounts from two of the British colonies show that oppo­
sition is stilllll:lllit"c,;kd to an Q(ljl1stment oftbe dispute on terms which 
would be sati.,t:tctory to the United States. 

The resolutions \vhich follow, anel which were adopted at a public 
meeting ,It ~t. John, New Brullswick, December, 1852, indicate, prob­
.D bl y, the !em per of the commercial dnss of that city: 

"Hcsohcd, That this meeting consider the coast fisheries of the North 
American colonies the natural right and property of the inhabitants 
thereof; and tllLlt they should not be aIien,lted, conceded, nor ofleeted 
without their consent, in l'my negotiation with the United States gov­
ernment, or any other foreign power, without their consent, inasmuch as 
~hc value of the fisheries to the Brilish provinces, with an increased and 
l11<jcasing population, cannot be estimated aright at the present time. 

·1 Resolved, That. this mee~ing ,view with deep ?l1xiety and ~oncern 
the annou~c~ment Il1 her l\LIj('~ty s speech to the Impenal Parhament, 
that negotmtIOns ar~ now pendmg be.tween her Mcuesty's government 
and that of the Umted States, relatIve to the fisheries of the North 
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American provinces, and also the recommewhtion of the President of 
tllr~ United States, in his official message to Congress, to negotiate a 
tre'at\' for a. p:lrticipation by the citizens of the United :-,wte,;; in the 
~:1 irl 'fishl'ri('s, irrespective of any question of reciproc11 intercourse be­
tW('f'n tJlI' T;nited :-:tates and the North American colonies. 

"j(l'.;o/rui, That a committee be now appointed to prep;'lre an hum­
hIe :Irtdfr'ss, praying th8t her Majesty willlw gracioudy pleased to re­
fu,~e to entertain any proposition from the rnitr~ll SCites government for 
any modification or alteration of the treaty of 1S 1 S, unle"", :"uch a prop­
()~i"l ion embraces the full anJ entire question of recipl"Ocal intercf Illr"e in 
commercr' and navigation upon terms th,]t ,vill he just and reasonable, 
inasmuch ;1;; the value of a participation in our fisheries hy the citizens 
of the United States would greatly pxc('pel any concession,~ that the 
TTnited :-~1:L1f'" government can offer to the inhabitants of the British colo­
nil's, anrllh;lt, hefore any treaty aff('cling the fi~lwrip,~ i" a~n·pd upon, 
her M:ljcsty will be graciously pleased to afford her :\bjesty's loyal and 
{ilithfit! suhjects, in the prl)viu('cs, ;111 opportunity of bccoming ac­
<Jw,intcd with th~ terms proposed in s;lirl treaty, and oflaying their C,F:e 
lit til(' 1()l)t ofthl' thWlll'," 

Tlw liellj('n;mt gflVI'rl\I)l" of Nov;] Scotia, in his Sp('("'h to the A~,,('m­
bly flf Ihat colony, January, lRfj:J, observes: 

" [ 0'11;1.11 riin:<'11n 1)(' laid 1)I'ji)l"e you f"'rlain pipers, connw'ted with 
the important sul~i(·f·t of all 1,lIif'il'llt protr-I·tion of the fisheries, induding 
corr""l'ollllcnce 1)('1WI'('1I the ('xI'Clltiy(: and his exccll"lwy 1111' naval 
"f)llllrl:tlHler-in-dlid' on tllis st;llinn, with respect to the hl',r mode 
in which this s('t"vicI: should be c<lrriecl out. '1'0 the zeal and expF'ri­
CillOI' oflh;ll di"lill,!.!;lli'.;]l('d officer, fmd to tIl(' ow1iv(' and ('onlial ("HIP'c'­

ration (,hili' (lInens of the sqn;lcIron employed under his command, we 
;Ifl: much illfll,I)1r'11 for the viU;ii;l\wf' ,vith which our nationnl ri£!hts have 
1)('1'11 A'u;m kd, without, at th(~ same time, ;IIIY diminution of the friendly 
relations which ought: In subsist bet,n'C'1! those wh,,~c common origin 
and ll1utual ilt1<'rl'~h "lIi'r so many pl('d~'f';; for till' preserntion ol"peace. 

"You will hi' plf'"sl'd to learn that the government of the United :--:lates 
Il;t s at Il '11gl h l'UIIS( 'llfi'll to negotiate on the sul~ic('t of their commercial 
reh' illllS "'itb tllf' British empire. I shall rt::joic(' if th""" lll',!::flriatiolls 
r('suIt in the opl'lIing of more extended markets for the procluctions of 
Britislt Alll!'ril':l, :11111 the cH,jllS111ll'nt of que;;tinns. on which the legi.sla­
tures of all the prm'ince" haH' hitherto evinced a lively interest." 

T.'le A~sem~l'y" in tlwir rt'l,ly to his e'(('eHency, deprecate "any con­
Cf'.SSlOll of terntnrwl '1<lvant;tge~ to the citizens of the United States, 
WIthout these arc purchased by the most full and am pIe e(lui \'alents." 

EXA\!T:'<ATION OF THE BRITISH PRETENSIOXS, AXD OF THE DOC'F:\TE:-iTS 

WHICH SUPPORT THEM. 

H;l\'in.~ now completed a rapid historical view of the controversy 
betwf'f'll the two governments as to the intent and me~lI1ina of the first 
articlr· fll' t,Jw conven!inn of 181S, I propose to examine' t'I~e priJ1(~ipal 
p:'1lf'rs \\'hl('l! :If(' rehed on to maintain the British side of the case. 

1n answcr to Lord Falkland's first querv, the crown bwyer;; say: 
"In "lwrlil'lIl'l' to your lordship's commands,'we have taken these papers 
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into consideration, and have the honor to report, that we are of opinion 
tllat the treaty of 1783 w~s annulled by the war C!~ 1812; and we .are 
also of opinion that the nghts of fishery ot the clhzens of the Umted 
States must now be considered as defined and regulated by the conven­
tion of 1818; and with respect to the general question, 'if so, what 
ricrht 7' we can only refer to the terms of the convention, as explained 
a~d elucidated by the observations which will occur in answering the 
other specific queries." 

And so, as the words stand, the treaty of 1783 having been "an­
nulled" by the event spoken of, our independence as a nation was re­
voked also. This is something the American people had not thought 
of. These gentlemeu mean, possibly, that our rights of fishing only 
were abrogated by the rupture in 1812, and we may consider their 
opinion on this ground. 

Fortunately, the late President John Quincy Adams has pronounced 
a judgment upon this very point. On the convention of 1818 he re­
marl\:ed: "The United States have renounced forever that part of the 
fishing liberties which they had enjoyed, or claimed, in certain parts of 
the exclu"ive jurisdiction of British provinces, and within three marine 
miles of the shores. The first article of this convention affords a signal 
testimonial of the correctness of the principle assumed by the Ameri­
can plenipotentiaries at Ghent; for as by accepting the express renun­
ciation by the United States of a small portion of the privilege in ques­
tion, and by confirming and enlarging all the remainder of the privilege 
fOrCH'f, the British government have implicitly acknowledged that the 
liberties of the third article of the treaty of 1783 have not been abro­
gated by the war." 

It is true., as a generetl rule, that the obligations of treaties are dis­
solved by hostilities. But, says Chancellor Kent, "where treaties con­
template it permanent arrungement of 1latiollal rights, or which, by their 
terms, are meant to provide for the event of an intervening war, it 
,vould be against every principle of just illterpretation to hold them 
extinguished by the event of war. The?) revive at peace, unless waived, 
or new (lJld repugnant stipulations bf'. made." The treaty of 1783 is pre­
cisely within this rule. It" contemplated a permanent arrangep1ent 
of national rights." It" revived at the peace;" for our commissioners 
at Ghent, instead of." waiving" the former stipulations, or admitting 
"new and repugnant" ones, declined any discussions whatever on the 
subject. In their communication to the t3ecretary of State, of Decem­
ber 25, 1814, they say: 

"Our instructions had forbidden us to suffer our right to the fisheries 
to be brought in discussion, and had not authorized us to make any dis­
tinction in the several provisions of the third article of the treaty of 
1783, or between that article and any other of the same treaty. 

"vVe had no equiv~lent to offer for a new recognition of our right to 
any part of the fishenes, and we had no power to grant any equivalent 
which might be asked for it by the British government. We contended 
tha~ the whole treaty of 1783 must be considered as one entire perma­
nent compact, not liable, like ordinary treaties, to be ahrogated by a 
subs~quent war. behyeen t~e parties to it; as an instrpment recognising 
the nghts and libertieS enjoyed by the people of the United States as 
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an independent nation, and containing the tenlts and conditions on 
which the two parties of one empire had mutually agreed henceforth 
to constitute two distinct and separate nations. In consenting, by that 
treaty, that a part of the North American continent should remain sub­
ject to the British jurisdiction, the people of the "Gnited States had re­
served to themselves·the liberty, which they had ever before enjoyed, 
of fishin rr upon that part of the coast, and of drying and curing fish 
upon th~ shores; and this reservation had been agreed to by the other 
contr;l cting party. 

"\Ve saw not why this liberty-then no new grant, but a mere recog­
nition of.a prior right always enjoyed-should be forfeited by a 'va!' 
more than any other of the fIghts of our national independence; or 
why we should need a new stipulation for its enjoyment more than we 
needed a new article to declare that the King of Great Britain treated 
with us as free, sovereign, and independent States. 'We stated this 
principle in general terms to the British plenipotentiaries in the note 
which we sent to them with our pTOjct of the treaty, and we alleged it 
as the ground upon which no new stipulation was deemed by our gOY­
ernmcut ne('Cssury to securc to the people of the "Cnited f:'tates all the 
rights ;Ifld liberties stipulated in their favor by the treaty of 17'33. No 
reply to that part of our note was giVl'll by tlle British plenipotentia­
ries." 'II< 

To Lord Falkland's second and third queries the Queen's advocate 
and lIer l\hjf:sty'S attorney gener"l rE'ply: 

" Except within certain dcnneu limits, to which the query put to us 
df)('s l10t apply, we arc of opinion that, )',Y tht, terms of the treaty, 
Amcri('nn citizens are excluded from the right of fishing within three 
miles or the c()ast of British Ameri(·;t; and that the prescribed distance 

• It hus been sug-gested to IllIJ by gentleml'll of hig-h eonsiilerntion in our national conncils, 
thut Mr. Adams, by cons('ming to the convontion of 1,"11" abandoJ1(·J Hll' prineiple which is 
h('fe NO ubly aBH"rt(·(!. If it can be shown that he n'ally ilid consl'nt to that t;lJllYt'ution, the 
sugg-eHtion is not without fllrC!" since it is manif!'st, that on the ground taken by onr ('ol1l1nis­
sio[wrs at Ghent, no new stipulations were n(·(WSSIII'Y. But I have nevpr bl'lieYl'J thut Mr. 
Adums, as ~('lTetary of State, approved of tbe terms of the ('ollvention; und my conjecture 
hilS been, thllt 110 persisted in the views which he entertained in 1.,,14, and was overruled by 
oth(·1' IIlt'mlll'fs of Mr. Monroe's cabinet. Desirous, if possible, to ascertain the precise fact 
upon 811 important a point, I addressed a note of inquiry to the Hon. Charles Francis Adams, 
his ollly Rllni"ing son antl ":\:Ol'utor. This gentknHln comulted his fathN's diary, and kindly 
furnish(·,] 1U!' with th" ii.llowing lliinutl's of a convl'rsation with the British millistt'f at Wash­
ingtou, (Mr. Eugot,) on the J5th of May, 1,'n.,. This extract will relllove all doubt, as it 
seelllS to mil, as to the consistener of 1\11'. Adums, and shows that be submitted, rutber than 
const'Dted, to R neg-otiution which he had not tbe power to prevent, as well as to terms which 
he di~lihd, und whi('[l had been partially or entirely determined upon by our government 
before his retum from England, or belill'e he became u mt'mber of the cabinet . 

.. A~ to the proposal whieh was to have been made to the British government," he recordt"d, 
" and whieh had hitherto been delayed, its postponement bad been owing to difficulties whieB. 
had 1,,·t·[I diseo\'llred since it was promised. It was founded on the prlnciple of assuming a 
rangl' (If ('oast within given latitudes for our fishermen to frequent, and abandoning the right 
to fish IiII' t hI' rcst. But the fish, themseln-s, resorted at different times til dim-rent parts of 
thll Gllllst, and a place which might be sl'kd .. d as very eligible now, might be in the course of 
four or Ii,(' .rears entirely tIL·surled. For my own part, I luul always been al)ersc to any proposal 
of accomlll~(/.alio~. ! OIOUghJ. our 1olIOle right, as stipulated by the treaty of Ji::<:3, so clear, 
tlaat I IC?S JOT mDintaJRlng the lolwle; and if furcc slwuld be applied to prel)cnt our fishermen from 
frequtnllng the coast, I would haroe protested against it, and TeSerlJed the right of re.coroering THX 

WHOLE BY I'ORCE, IrllCnc~er tee sl.ould be abU!. IT HAD, HOWEYER, BEEN DETERmNF.D OTHERW[SltO 

Bl'Rf:, AND .• P~\oPUSAL H".D BEEN PRO)I15KD. Perhaps we should ultimately offer to give up 
the nght of drYlDg and cunng on the shore, and reserve the whole right of fisbing." 
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of three miles is to hr measured from the headlands or extreme points 
(Ii' land next the sea of the coast, or of the entrance of the bays, and 
not hom the interior of such bays or inlets of the coast; and, conse­
quently, that no right exists, on the part of American citizens, to enter 
the bays (If Nova :-:cotia, there to take 11sh, although the fishing being 
witbill the b"y, may be at a greater distance than' three miles from the 
shore (,f the bay, as we are of opinion that the term headland is used 
in tll<' In';lly to express the part of the land we have before mentioned, 
excluding the interior of the bays and the inlets of the coast." 

It is S()Il)('Wh:lt remarkable that the term "headland" does not once 
OI'CII( in tlte cll1Il'cnlion. Of course, so important a mistake as this leaves 
thes(' Zlilr/ICI/ gentlemen in an unfortunate position. The single word 
"headland," on 'which they found their argument, is not once" used," 
I rqx·at, in the instrument which they are required to interpret. I af­
firm, further, t h'lt the idea of excluding our vessels from the "bays of 
l".,\':1 :-:c()tia" was not entertained, nor so much as mentioned, during 
the nepoti:ltil!ns which preceded the conve~tion. The consultations 
be:m,(,il Mr. Adams and Lord Bathurst eommenc;ed on the basis of re­
quiring of us the renunciation of the shore or boat fisheries, and of no 
other". At the first interview his lordship used this distinct and em­
phatic langu:lgf': 

"A", on the one hand, Great Britain could not permit the vessels of 
the United ~1:ltr'" to fish within the creeks and close upon the shoTes of 
the British t( 'ITitories, so, on the other hanel, it was by no means her 
intenti (Jt1 to interru pt them in fishing anywhere in the open sea, or without 
the I(Tritorialjuriscliction, it marine league from the shore." Again, and 
on a Euhscllucnt occasion, he said, it is not "off.lir competition that his 
~b.i('"t.Y's ,i!;(IYcrnment has reason to complain, but of the preoccupa­
tion ol' Briti"h Iii/ r1Jors and crceks." The conferences, the corre­
pondencc, proceeded and terminated on this supposition-that we 
relinquished tbe inller grounds, as they are called, and retained the outer, 
or r('S,I'I" fj~Jj('rjl's. We were no longer to interfere with the colonists in 
the "harbors ~ll1d creeks;" but, beyond the common three-mile mari­
time juri,diction, were to retain every right to catch fish that we had 
previously enjoyed. Did space allow, I could show from both sides of 
the correspondence that this original thought of Lord Bathurst was 
kept contil111ClUy in view, and that the bays mentioned by the crown 
lawyers were not even once referred to. Is it, then, to be believed for 
a sin,C;lc moment-recalling, as we fairly may do, the course pursued 
by ~Ir. Adams and Mr. Gallatin at Ghent, in 1814, and the remarks of 
Lord Bathurst the following year-that, after three years of negotia­
tion, a treaty should have been formed which took from us very much 
more th;lll the British government required us to surrender at the out­
set? The thing seems utterly impossible."" 

* The extract from John Quincy Adams's diary which I Iiave inserted as a note, in consid­
ering the crown lawyers' reply to Lord Falkland's first query, shows, conclusively, that as late 
as May 15, 11:318, and after the negotiations of more than two years, our government had not 
even proposed to surrender any portion oj th~ fishing-grounds which we occupied under the 
treaty of ~783. Mr, ,Adams rec.ords, at th~ date mentioned: "Perhaps we should ultimately 
offer to lftoe up tlie nght oj drymg and cunng on the shore, alld reserVB tllB whole right of 
lishing." 
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Our statesmen have been accused, on the other ~ide of the ~-\tlantic, 
of a lirnitr-cl knowledge of international law, but never of ~acrificiog 
our intef(~~ts: in truth, the standing charge against them is, that they 
()\'J;rrJ:~lch, and drive too hard bar,!fains. But, on the supposition that 
the right of fishing has been abandoned in the bays of British America, 
those who negrJtiated, and those \\'ho confirmed, the convention of I "IS, 
allowed themselves to be most scandalously duped, and new'r sub::e­
quently di"covered the fraud. , 

Contemporaneous exposition is always authoritative to some ('''knt; 
and ill this case, I consider it is as (lr~cisi\'e as are the essay:) of Hamill on, 
.:\bdison, and .L,y, in interpreting the constitution. ~ 

The crown lawyers, who had no p:lrt in concluding the trc::L1y before 
us, cannot be allow(,d to interpret it for our ,1!()vcrnment, \\-hen \YC have 
thf~ dechuations of the minister who openell tbe c()Ilk'l"l'lICCS, and tIll' 
mini"tf'rs who signed the treaty ilself. From this pIJ"ition \\'J' <irL' II(lt 
to be driven. \\That, then, is the testimony of .\r(',~o'r"'. (; :Illatin and 
Husb ~ On the very day on 'which they affixed their sigll:ltures til tllC 
C()IIVI'lltion, (October 20, 18I~,) they \\TolJ; to the ~,'cr\'I:lry of ~t:lte, 
(who was no othf~r than John Quincy Ad;[lll") that" \\", , SLlCC'CC'lkd in 
H'Clllillg, lw"idJ'" the rights of taking and curiug ii,,11 wiLllin the limits tk­
si,C>;1I at< '( I hy our i Il"tru cl illr I "', ;1 s :t si I/t fJ /II/ 1I0n, the Ii 1 lI'rty of f-ishinp: on the 
coasts ()ftlj(~ ~\f;lgd;dell i~lands, and IIr tll!' \Yl'"lern co:!,;t of :\,,\\-found­
l:rnd, ;m(l tlll' privikgC' of' ('lItJTilig fur sl[('lt('[', W()(H], :111<1 \\-;tt{'r, ill all the 
British harbor,; of North AlJwriJ':I. U'Jth wen' su,~.!!,stL,d ;IS important 
to our fi"heri!'''', in tlj(' cUlllmunic:ltiollS OIl tll:1t subject, \\']llCl! were 
traof'rnitll'd to lIS with our illst I'lw1 illll"'. To the ('xcC'ption of the ex­
clusive ri,L;iJts of tlw Hudsoll's Bay COllIP;llIY, \Yt; did !lot J)1~i""t, :IS it 
was virtll:dly illlpli('<1 ill the t]'C';I1), of 17,'-,;3, an(l we had neYI'I', any 
more than the Uritish suh,itT1';, enjoYJ'll any right t]lI'/"('; the charter of 
tb:lt ('OVJp;II1Y havilJg l.wcn granted in tl/1' }t':II Hi70. TIJI't'v'epti(J!l 
applies only to the co;!:,!s alld harh!lr", and d'l','s not afll-'l't th(' ri.l2;llt (If 
ii"hillg ill Hudson's h:ty hcyull(l tbree milt'" ii'OIl1 tl\(: "llorJ'''-u Tight 
t('ll,-til ('(!lilt! I/ot 1',rdllSil'cI!I belong to, 0)' be grallted by, IIIIY1U1tion. 

''It will :lbo 1)(' I)('rl'l~iYl'tl that \\'t' ill~i~t 1111 the clause by which the 
ClJiu,d ~t:r((',; \'t'lJIlUlll'(' their right to the ii,;]lt'ri,'s, relillqui,lll'Jl LI)' tlw 
conv(~ntioll, that clmlo'c having been omitted in the first British counter 
pro jet. \\'!' ill,.:i;;lI'tl un it with tbe Vic,\y-l st. Of pn'vellting an impli­
(';11 ion that tlw fisllt'ri(''; St'Ull'I'(llo us \\'Crt' a new grant, :ll1d t)f placing 
the perm:rllcl1l'c.ofthe rights .s:'eurt,.cl, and of those renouIlced, preeis~ly 
OIl the S:llll(' f()otlllg. 2tl. (!I Its belllg c,lpress!!/ stilted, that Ii/ll' /'I,'IIIll/eUL­

tilll! ('.I't(//I/II/ only to the distll/lc(, ry'three mile.s Ii-om tll.c coast. This 111.5t 
jlllint II'I/S the 11101'1' imjlllrtilllt, a.s, !cith tltl' c,('CtlJtioll r!f the fisheries i,l npr/l, 

[JilI/!s lI'itllill 1'!Ttilili //llr60rs, it appcaruljrom the commlllliculiollS abore IIIcn­

tirnll'l/ that the jisltillg ground on the u.11111c coast f!l SOl'll S!'IIliuis more 
tll.!11l tll/'/I' mif,s from the shore; whilst, on the contrary, it is almost uni­
Vl'r,,:dh- e](lS(' til the shore on the coasts of Labraclor: If is in that 
point l,j' I'illl' that lite pririlpge rll'lItlrilw tlte purls jill' shclliT is IIsljid, and 
il is //I'111f1 tizat, 1I'illt that Ilrul'isioll, a ~'ullsidcral,if.' plJl'tilin (1' the actual 

jis/uTi,'s 11/1 IItill f'IIilSt (I!/ "Vuw Scotia) will, notu;ithstalldillg tlte rCllllllcia­
liml. ur I"'ISI n('d." 

But if', as till' cruwn lawyers contend, we cannot fish in a single bay 
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of Nova Scotia, what did the American ministers mean, in the state­
ments which I have marked? Did they attempt to deceive an Adams, 
on questions connected with the fisheries; or were they ignorant of 
their duty? Neither; for :Mr. Adams himself emphatically and posi­
tively affirms their construction of the convention. Under circum­
stanccs* highly interesting to his fame with this generation and with 
posterity, he declared that this convention "secures essentially and sub­
stantially all thc rights acquired by the treaty oj 1783; it secures the whole 
coast fishery of every part oj the British dominion, excepting witlLin three 
'IIwrine millS of the shores." What answer can be made to this? 

Still again: If the crown lawyers are in the right, how does it ha:p­
pen that we \wrc in the uninterrupted possession of the very bays 1U 

dispute for a quarter of a century? The fact is not doubted; indeed, 
the attempt to dispossess us is the cause of the controversy. :Mr. Ev­
erett afforded Lord Aberdeen an opportunity-nay, invited him-to 
explain this circumstance; but his lordship declined to reply. During 
these tWI·nty-five years, ships of the royal navy annually appeared on 
the fishing grounds under special orders to prevent aggressions; yet 
not one of thcm, prior to the capture of the Washington in 1843, ever 
seized an American vE's"el for merely fishing within these bays! 

It may be answcred, however, that we were occupants without title 
and by ll('rl1lis~ion. But, says Blackstone, possession of lands, "by 
kllgth of time anel negligence of him who hath the right, by degrees 
ripens into a pcrfcct and indefeasible title." As upon the land, so 
upon tll(' sea. A nation, says Vattel, "if it has once acknowledged 
the common right of other nations to come and fish there, can no 
longer exclude them from it. It has left that fishery in its primitive 
fi'C't'dom, at least in respect to those who have been in possession 
of it."t 

lfthese remarks and authorities are pertinent, what term is n~cessary 
to give us a right to the common use of the bays of British America by 
uninterrupted occupancy anJ possession? Lord Stanley, in a despatch 
to Lord Falkland, as we have seen, considered that we had "practi­
cally acquiesced" in the opinion of the crown lawyers, because we 
did not protest against it in less than two years; and it might seem 
that the" practical acquiescence" of the British government for a period 
of tw(,nty-five years previously was sufficient to place us within the 
rule of the writers above quoted. Especially since, after all, the true 
question in discussion is simply whether we shall confinue in the com­
mon use of waters to which we have never ceased to resort from the 
peace of 1783; tu which our fathers resorted as British subjects before 
the dismemberment of the empire; and to which we, as th~ir descend-

~ Controversy with Jonathan Russell. 

t Dr. Paley, in bj.s ~o~l and Political P"ilosopIIY~ states the principle far more broadly. 
In chapter eleven, whICh IS devoted to the" generalnghts of manltind," he says: 

"If there be fisheries which are inexhaustible-as, for aught I know, the cod-fishery upon 
the Banks of Newfoundland and the herring fishery in the British seas are-then all those con­
ventions by which one or two nations claim to themselves, and guaranty to each other, the ex­
clusive enjoyment of these fie.!;.aries, are so many encroachments upon the general rights of 
mankind."-Boston edition, 18'~1, p. 84. 
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ants, have a claim for services rendered to the British crown in the 
original conquest from France. 

If a~kecl how the term" bays" is to be disposed of in the treaty, I 
answer that it applies to such arms of the sea as on some coasts are 
callcd corcs and creeks, and was meant to designate all sheets of wat€r 
which ;[rf: not six miles wide, and no others. That our ministers acted 
upon information obtained from persons engaged in the fisheries is cer­
tain, for the negotiation was suspended to obtain it; and \Vt-: may rea­
sonably conclude that their inf(Jrmants spoke of these cores or creeh 
by the popular name of bays. Any person with a mariner's chart in 
his hawl can ollserve that on the colonial coasts there is a multitude 
of "bays," some of which are more, and many less, than six miles 
wick at their mouths, or outer headlands. In fact, I know of no C();]"t 
where they are so numerous. To mention all, would occupy more room 
than can be spared in this report. ..\lace's,;-.it. ."lar),':.:, B'lrringtnn, 
Liverpool, Malaguash, Mahone, Margaret's, Blind, Tenant's, Penll:1111';;:, 
Cbisselcook, ,\Iusquidoboit, Newton Quodely, ;-.ihml, Tom Lee's, :-;icom­
quirqu(>, Nicomtal1, ,md Dover, an: ;1 part (though the most C(!ll~id"ra­
ble) between tbe t)t. Croix and Cape Canso alune. That it [jJ;IY be 
fully understood in what s,:n"e the wurd "bay" i,; used in spcakiup' of 
indellt:Jtiol1s of tbe: co;,st at the east, I give atl ('x;II[1ple in the C;I~" of 
tbe l';lssamaquoddy, which in itself is only a branch-buy (It' Fundy. 
In this sm;llllJrancb-bay, then, ill common langu'lgr, are Cil'l"s, :-,outh, 
E:tst, Itu[ll~r:y's, Cobseook, ;-;l1-;,il, Fri;tr's, Ca~(''', and \Yl'~t (iunddy; 
and tlw l';Js;;I[1J:lf{uoddy, ,tlkr I)('ill~ thus minutely di\'i,JC'rl, takl''; the 
name of ""t. An<irl'w's bay, northerl), and wt,,,tnly ()f E;I,;tl"I/-'. The 
1r:rm "1I<I)'s" is thcref()re a word of sullie'i.'nt significancl' in tIl<' tn';lly, 
without l'lJdJr;t('iug I Jodil'S of wall T which arc as ];, rgc a,~ 11l;J uy Euro­
pean S(';IS, ;illd whidl an: to he hclll in AllH'ril':1 ;1'; "('a:;. I ,'billl 11lat 
our v"s"d,; I'an (,llll'r them of ri!.!;llt, and fish in tlWlll, [In.d con enkr 
;Jllli fish in their IJrallcl)('s, \\'her~the shore O[) l,itlll'[, /J"ml is more tlwn 
tllln: lllill's dist:mt. \Ve renounced the ri~llt t() li~ll in the lludies of 
S";[-\\':l1,'r which are ll's,; than six miles -wide at their ('ulr:tncl' or 
moullls, :md in IlO others. That this is the true mC';lnillL; "i' tIl<' con­
vention is ,ll'parcllt from the proviso of the renulH'ia1nry clause, \yhich 
n11o\\'s our ti,,,dH:'rtlH'1l to l'Iltt'r "slIch 11:!.'"s or harh,r,; fl.Jr the purpose of 
slwlkr, and of rep,liri[]g damages therein, of purch;lsin~ wood, and of 
obtaining \\';ll,'r," ..Ye. Sow, as every practicalm,)[J know" that neither 
of th,'s(' purpnst's is or can be an:llmplishccl in large open bay"', it is 
certain that while we renounced the ri~ht to fish in the small bays, we 
n.:tainetl the right to enter thc[l! in c~:::es of distn',~,.:; and emergency. 
The hlp relinquished are of a ckslTiption \yhieb all,)\,' of anchorage 
,llId ~,:IIL'lt<T in stormy weatht'r; that actually afillnl "~lft'ty during tbe 
days and w('('k::: which disabled ycsscls may occupy in repairs; that 
h;L\'I' ;tl'('I'""il,ll' I;,rl':::ts, and springs "I' streams of fi-esh water. The 
iell'a l'lllhr;J<'l'd i,,,, 1bat our ves,;c],.:, in the cases "p('cified, m"y run into 
allY a III I {'\'t'fY indent (If the coast; for the term" purchasillS' wood" 
SUPI'II"I ''; ,I ('( ,jllllial owner, with a habitation on the shore, of ,,-Il< Illl fuel 
call be bought and pai,ll(Jr; and thus includes pLtl't"~ which are inhab­
ited. ("'I'>,)I1S wll" :UI' acquainted with the hliid and wc}.;y ,;ll"rcs of 
tbe lurge bays of British AlllC'ricu-tlw:3l' of Chakur::: and Fundy, for 
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example-with the dense fogs which prevail there, with the frequen 
and temfic gales, and with the fearful whirls and great rise an( 
hlll of the tide, understand full well what was intended to be reserve< 
in the treaty, and the importance of the reservations. But such per, 
s<Yns never heard, and, I \Yill venture to say, never win hear, of fishin~ 
vesse1:-, or of any class of vessels, effecting either of the purpose: 
mentioned in the proviso, while sailing broad in the great seas which 
in common language, are called bays. Yet these seas, in the opinion 0 

the crown ];I\Y)'('1'S, are only open to our vessels in cases of distress 
and when not one object for which they say we may lawfully entel 
them can, in fact, be executed. An attempt to show that the Queen'l 
advocate, and her l\l;,jf':-:1y's attorney general, do not thus absurdly in· 
terpret the convention, involves the admission that our vessels, onc~ 
across the line drawn three miles outside of the headlands, may sed 
the small branch-bays within these seas; and so demonstrates th~ 
accuracy of the construction which I have given; for then it followi 
that the right t() fish in the branch-bays only IS renounced, inasmud 
as "sluh bays," after all, are the b:1YS which afford the shelter, the ac· 
C'ommodatir;n for repairs, and the \~'ood and ,"vater, contemplated by 
the convention. 

"It is :)11 esV1 hlished rule in the exposition of statutes," says Chan· 
cellor 1\..1'nt, "th:1t 1hl' intention of the lawgiver is to be deduced from 
a yil'W of the whole and of every part of a statute, taken and com­
p:n-cd t(},:cd 1]!]'. The real intention, when accurately ascertained, will 
ah\";lY::; I Ij"' '\";I il 0\"( 'J' the literal sense of the terms." And he says 
fllrthcr, lft:lt """hen the words are not explicit, the intention is to be 
collccted from the IJccasion and necessity of the law, irom the mischief 
felt, and the remedy in view; and the intention is to be taken or pre­
sumed, accordiu!:',- to what is consonant to reason and good discretion." 
If such i" tliC b,t with regal'll to municipal law, how much more im­
pllr1 ;lllt is the principal in the interpretation of treaties, which affect 
tile 110 l'mony and peace of nations? I submit, then, that we have the 
"intclllirm" of JI('ssrs. Rush and Gallatin, in their renunciation of the 
right 10 Ii,,]] in certain bays; that the pretension of England, that the 
\var of 1!-:12 llad abrogaJed our entire rights, as provided in the treaty 
of 17":;:1, was 1 he "occasion and necessity" for new stipulations on the 
subject; that the opening conference between Lord Bathurst and Mr. 
AJmns, in 1!-:15, shows, beyoncl all doubt, that fishing, by our country­
men, within tlI(' creeks and close upon the shores of the British terri­
tories, was the" mischief felt;" and that the exclusion of American 
w''';''I,I,; hOlll the common three-mile jurisdiction was" the remedy in 
viC',,·," in the renunciatory clause of the convention. Nor can it be 
urged that the relinquishment on our part of the boat or shore fisheries 
W;I:'> t()() inconsiderable an object to be so strongly insisted on by the 
British government. I understand the value of these fisheries far too 
well to allow any force to such a suggestion. The colonists, secure in 
these, have vast treasures at their very doors. Oftentimes they have 
but to cast, tend, and draw seines and nets, to take hundreds of barrels 
of mackerel and herring in a single day; and years have OCCUlTed 
when no less than forty thousand barrels of the former fish have been 
caught in a season, on a portion of the coast only twelve miles long. 
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As r('C;~lrds the shore fishery, for the kinds u"ually dried, that in the 
rr'gion of Barrington is of itself a mine of wealth. Colonial fishermen, 
Iwrl: and elsewhere along the coast, may be at home after every d;ly's 
toil, and look out upon their American competitors in the oiling, rejoic­
ing in advantages of pursuing their avocation in open bn;lts, and the 
('()IJ.~f'(luent advantages of wciallife, and of fishing and of attending to 
th(~ir little farms between "slacks of the tide," in "blmvy wcather," 
and wht'n the fish" strike of I" 

The QUCI:IJ'S advocate and her -'fajesty's attorney general answer 
Lord Fcdkland's fourth query as follows: 

"ny the treaty of ] SIS it is agreed that American citizens should 
have tbe liberty of fishing in the Gulf of St. LU'Hence, "\yithin certoin 
defined limits, in common with Driti:,:h subjects; and :-w'h treClty dOl';: 

not contain any words negativing the right to navigate the PO~S;l!!t' of 
the Gut of C;JJL"O, and tllCrcforc it Ill;IY be concede'li that such ri,!!lit 
of lJ,l vigation is not t;lken away IJY tllat cnllw'ntion; but lYe b,IYI' now 
attentively considercd the' course of navigation to the gult; lly Cape 
Breton, and likewi,;c the cap;lcity :mu situatioll of the p;I~":;I,!:l' of 
C;I!l';O, and of the British domillions 011 either "ide, and In' ;1J'l' of upin­
ion that, indqwlJu('ntly III' tn'"I.\', 111> Jill'e'i,UII coulllry 11;1'; the riuht to 
U-;I; or navig;I1I' the 1';1';""2t III' C;IIlSO; ;md ;llklltlill U to tIll' tlTIII'; IIrthe 
COil V( 'nl ion rebl j Ilg to tl](' liI)!'rl y offi:3hcry to be ('njuyed by the ~\mer­
i(';IIJ';, We: ;Jr(' al,;u of opinioll tll;lt thnt cOIlVI'lllion did nllt, eilll('r f·X­

prl;ssly or IJY implic;ltillll, ('IJlIITdt' <Illy "uch ri.:.:llt ofusinu or naYi~;lling 
the !J;I",,;IUI' in IluI>tion. "rc are al,,!) uf (Ipillion that (,;I.~lillu 11;lil to 
lure li"ll i'il the t~'ack uj' <lily A IlWriCall YL'';,.l'l" Il:lyig;llill,!.; tIll.' 11""";I,!!I>, 
would t'(IIISlitulf' a fishing within the neg;llive terlJls of the Ct)IWl'lllioll." 

TIJi" l't'lliy clTld the report* of tilt' cOlllll1itll'I' of tlJelbu,;c' uf .\":,"'t'IJlj)ly 
ofj\u";1 ~"I)ti;t will 1;" l'lllIsjtl('j'(,d lo",I't!wr. TIlt' ('lImmittee bud lhe 
late Cllancdlor KI'llt, cite hOlD his 'Ctllllll1cnt:Hil's, ;lIId nycr tb;lt he 
";IWt'(',; with the principk,; put filrtll ll)' tIll' b\\" ullit'ct,,; IIf the CrIJ\YIl, 
alld \\ Ilich ju>'tify the clllIclusioI1 that no forei,~1J P'I\HT. indq 11'11 dent (If 
trl';ll)" lws any right 11) n;IYi~ate the PrlS":lgl' uf (';lll"ll." 11 i" lU)t ~'l. 
TIll' P;IO':-;;Igl't \vllicb tb,")" quote hom Kent rclatcs tu "Oil immullity 
fi-olll Ill'lli,u"ITJlt \var[ue ;" to ships of an E'lWIl1)" "bOH'l'ill.!.! on our 
cO:I:-l,;;" to tIll' dl'grl'" or "un{,:I,;ilH'SS and ,;t'nsibility" WI' Illl~ht fed, 
"in tIl\' (':tH' (If \~':lr bC'twc'l'll other maritime pOIycr:,," \HTl:-thcy to 
.. u~" the waters (If our co:) st" for the purpu~l' uf cruising ,1lJl 1 of cap­
tmill,!.! '.'L,,;,,(,k He p,i\('" 110 ('X:lct rule e\'('1l in this fl',ojll'l't. He gi\"I's 
no ('",let rule in time IJi"PC:lI'I" 11<-, says that "tlu' claim '!i'IZ,J}l/inioll 10 
elilse III' Ilil/TIIIC smsis still tlte dame 0/ discu .• sion (lild cOlltrlll'trsy." He 
then qall'S tbe doctrine of scyeral "Titers on international law, and 
n'marks that" all tbat can reosoll;luly Ill' :Is:"l'rted is, tbat tbe dominion 
of tilt' ~(I\', 'n,i,!.! 11 of the sbore o\"t'r the contiguous Sea e,,[cuds :1 S 1:1 r as 
i:- 1Ttlui:-ill' li,r his s;lkty oml tilr some luwfi.l1 end. A more l':'I:tcnded 
dOlJlillilll1 must P',;t entirdy upon filrce and maritime o-upremacy." 
l';llW, it :II:'Y be ,I"kl'd \..,.bether the" safety" of ::\0\"0, ~cl\ti:l \km;:ll1ds 
tIll' clll"illg 'of (';tIL'll; and whether the n'fGsal of its use is for "sume 
-, - - --------

• Illsl'I'lI,d in the hi"lnri",,\until'" of the coutrn, .. r,.' in this report, under date of 1 ';;51. 

t Kcnt'~ CVllilllcnturics, cJitivu of l::-;;:J, vol. 1, pages 20 and 30, 
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lawful end." I am defending the rig~ts of men in peace. I am 
askinO" for a free sea when our fishermen are bound to and from the 
dista~t scenes of their toil. I assume that they neither loiter nor 
traffic; that they violate no munici pal law ; and that in no other way 
do they harm or molest her Majesty's subjects. Perhaps the eminent 
jurist, ·w ho is quoted so triumphantly again~t them, will sustain my de­
fence. We shall see. "Every vessel in time of peace," says the 
same Chancellor Kent, "has a right to consult its own safety and con­
venience, and to pursue its own course and business, without being 
disturbed, <md without having violated the rights of others." Again, 
he sny;;;: "As the end of the law of nations is the happiness and per­
f{'ction of the general society of mankind, it enjoins upon every nation 
tlle punctual observance of benevolence and good will, as wen as of 
jU3tice, towards its neighbors. This is equally the policy and the duty 
of nations." Still again: "No nation has a right, in time of peace, to 
interfere with, or interrupt, <lny commerce which is lawful by the law 
of nations, and carried on between other independent powers, or be­
tween (1ifferent members of the same state." Nor is this all. " Every 
nation is bOl/nd, in tiITl.e 0/ peace, to grant a pa~sage, for lawful purposes, 
orcr tlnir lUllds, ricers, and seas, to the people of other states, whenever it 
can be permitf l '" withollt inconvfmicnce."'" Let us apply these principles 
to the case before us. In passing through Canso, our fishermen consult 
their "safety and convenience." They promote the" happiness" of 
mankind, for they are producers of human food. Their" purpose is 
lawful," for the crown lawyers themselves admit that the right of fishing 
in the Gulf of 81. Lawrence is secured to them. 

A report on Canso has become a regular legislative duty in the 
A;;;sembly of Nova Scotia. The little colonial world will soon be grat­
ified with another labored effort to show that our countrymen have "no 
right to pass through one of her Majesty's possessions." I commend 
to the committee of 1853 the passages which I have quoted, and which 
relate to the duties of nations in time of peace. I have the presump­
tion, too, to suggest to the Queen's advocate, and her Majesty's attorney 
general, that though Selden was among the lights of his age, and 
though his JJfllre Claw.um was once high authority, yet that since the 
progress of civilization has modified some, and changed other, rules of 
mternational law, it is time that the old and barbarous doctrine of 
exclu:o;ion from the navigation of internal straits between the main land 
and islands, as applied to vessels under sail, and making a direct 
voynge, ceaf'ed to distrei!s the mariners of one Christian country when 
within the jurisdiction of another. Two centuries ago,t when Selden, 
and his great antagonist, Grotiu~, wrote their celebrated treatises, it 
was the pr:1ctice, under the publtc law, to confiscate the debts due to 
the subjects of an enemy at the commencement of hostilities; to reO"ard 
an enemy as an outlaw and as a criminal, who had no right to life, ~ven 
when unarmed and defenceless; to use poisoned weapons, employ 
assassins, violate females, and sell prisoners into slavery; and to con­
fiscate, as contraband, provisions when in transitu to feed starving non-

,. These several quotations are from Kent, edition of 1832, pages 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, and 34. 
t Selden died in 1654; Grotius in 1645. 



289 

combatants and famishing women and children. If the abstract ri,2~}t 
('xi"t to close Canso in time of peace against vei<:<E:'1s under sail,- it 
lwiun,Q''; to the same class of inhuman rules of the international code. 
"The- Engli"h," says Montesquieu, "have made the protection of 
fil-r;ign merchants one of the articlt,s of their national liberty," I com-
illf;Ut! the sentiment to the comideration of the English crown laW\"frs. 

But let us take a practical view of the question before us. -The 
peninsula of Nova ~(~()tLa is bounded on the northeast by tIle :,trait, or 
",UI11," of which we are spf:'~lkillg, and is separal('fl by it li'om the lar:.!!' 
i"Llllcl rd' Cape Breton. To san; the lon,~, difticult, and at some times 
rd' the year the dangerous voyage round this island, our '-(',.:ceL ~In' in 
tIw consUmt practice of passing through Can:"o. The str,lit is lighkd; 
and our flag contributes liberally to support all the light-hem c,,:, on the 
cO:t:'t. The" light-money" ex;l('tc( 1 j", indeed, Sf) en()nn"u~-tlw 
benefit afforded considered-tlmt our ship-owners compbin of the ex­
actions continuully.* It is apprrrent 8t a gbnce that the ''';lj)ilJ~ (l( a 
\'(':"sd over the sea betw('('lI Nova ~('oti;[ anel Cnp" Bretun C:J!J, of 
ihdf; harm 110 r)jW. 'Ibis sea, be it understood, is YlT\, Iwrrtlw. 110t 
cxcf,(,r/illg, in SOliif' parIS, on" mile in Im:~urltlt. -

Havill,!.;' thus stated the C;I~(" we 'will illustrate' tlJ(' d,)('lrinc main­
j"illf'd by the (TfI\\'11 l:Jw)'er:", 11,'/ fllj(' eX;J('tly IXlr,Illel in all it.; poinl:". 
The" McL,1I1C' arrall,!/( 'llH'nt" in 1 '<;0, Lli "P' l"c'd ,If many (It' the c1iili­
ctdl ires which, from t1w P(':IC" of 11~:3, h<111 cl1llJarrass(_',[ our intc("'fJUr,,(' 
willl till' cololli('s, and Illld,'r its lc'l'lllS (,()j()lIIal \"'';';''!.'' have fi""'ly u::,,'d 

• ']'11(' {Jllitncl ~tatl'~ ('on,,,,"1 lit, Pit'foll, Nora ~(·ofi;l. tllllf; wrot/I fjl :\OIr. Forq-th, ;o-:,"1'7"I't:lrv 

of ~I :tIl', in I,-I:\!I: "'1'1111 !:tx of Kix 111111 t,wo-thil'lls 1"'1l1 K 1"'1' lOll r,'~i'l "I' "f KhiPi.inc:, ('1111",'1' ;t 
},.\' t.lJn I'l'orilll'j' of J\ora :--:('01 iii Ht, tilt, .!..:.tr:tir 111'('1111:-:0, j,'-\ It~,-il'cl Ull British iI . ...: well :1:-; ftJr,·:!....'u 
",IJil".j; 1)11/, it hl'I'OIlW~ a hIlary (·ll:,!"!.!!' oIl .A .. 1I1t'ril,:t1l \·(·,,,,'.;j'l~ Illllldw! tillll" or fin~ tril'~ a ,veal" ro 
t,lJi~ port I in till' ('0,'11 tl':ld,,; aud .. 1:-\ tlll_'n' h~ 110 illlpo:->1 (Ill ~liippill!.! in .\IIII'ri(,,'lll l'ort:-: r:lr ;;11' 

HlIl'l'ort or li.~llts on the I'oast of thf' I "lIiil'd ~t"t .. s, Sill'lL a 1:<-" oLl ,\lIl,'I'if'all "f',,<I'I., in rh .. 
1'<>('1," of tl,,' British "Olollif" ill\'oh',,~ a Ili~I'r"I'"nl'I' ill till' (I'nll" of illterl'(',LL's,' hetweeu the 
two l'Ollllll'il'S, nljllOlI~h it, pr()I~'~:->e,"l /0 1)1' 11;I:'~f'd (Ill ~tril'r n·/'ipl'oeil.'"." 

'l'lw (:lolJl'l',...:II'r 1't·lf'.!!l'nph, :t pnptll' whiell i:-> autliority till all tlw(fl'rs COlllll'ct'-'ll \vith 'L,' 
tishf'I'if',<, l'IILlr"iLlI'rl titf' tidlowillg "rtid .. , '\Il~lls(, \,",-1'2: 

"1,11,11 r JlIITl' AT THE IL\\'.-Olll' of tIll' 1I1O~r, !..!Til"-Cllt~ thingR which onr fi:-;:.benD('1) b~1\(> til 

Rnl11Llit to at thl' BIlY 01' ~I. La\\ \'I'LI,',', i, tl,,' Ifa~ \l11'llt Ill' il tic:itt.dnty, (IIII' "f's,,,l~ haYl' I"r 

.\.';'/','{ 1"'''11 o"li~~I'(11n pay thiR dllty ilf, till' (~rn of l','111:-'0. wldeh i~ a tax Tlp"n rh" [own ,,I' 

t ;lflu"f',rf'l' 1I10I1t' flf $1 ,Iltltl a. Yf'ar, Thi, Yl'ar f'I,'r," \'1",,,,1 wbieh ,i,ir, tbe Ifar1<or of 1'::lf'" 
Edwal'd Islaurl iK ol,li~"tl to pit." '"lorllt'l' flU, whif'l! is "tilled "llt'lltfl'il!:f' duty, A, U)l!l",t 
IlH oroul' ,'I'''!'!'' ,isit lilt, islnllfl. rltis Hew fll1r,1 about aOIl1.II'.' lilt' ttlX UjJtlIl them, Aud ,,",ain, 
if HlI\' nf our \"t'~~i'lt'1> an' llrb;I'H tlY !-:rrl':".~ of \\'\':1111\'1' into ~lirmnit'hi, and SOlne nf dll' ot[;Pf 

I'orl.~ oIl thf' lliliin lnwl, till' allf'hf;L'iI~f' ,luty, li~llr-tlllr,\', port I'harC:"R, '\cf'" ,\cf' .. are pilt llj'''1l 
tlll'lll to lit .. ILlllOltnt of ,'f,;:!1l Illort', ::\011', i, tlli, ri~ht' Ttl<' ::\on! ~f'''li;1 n'R,''']S wlli"h "i,it 
0111' Ilarlll,r,-; al'l' ~rdljl't,tl'(l to port ('liar!.,'"!'",. alllollllting". for a YI'",...:el Ulltlf'l' IIllt> hundred tllil"':, ffo' 

olll,v ,.q :,(1. 'Yhy ~lIoltlll 0/11' I'f's.",k til]' Ill"I'I'l,\' pa"iu!! through thpir "'au'r" ],,' SUhjPf"f"j 
to <0 IIt'a'), [\ tilX, while tlwil' \'l',,,'l, \I lIt) ,-i,it 11, tur tl", purpo:,c' of uacti\l~ ha."" thf> bel,':elc 
flj' our lic:hr-Iwu.,l's, !lnd ollly I'''Y if trifling SlIIU tl.r pon dlurge, I 

"It i" ,aifl tlillt tIll' light-filII! paifl loy 0111' \'\'S'f']" i, I'm' the Ruppnrr of their lic:hr-h"'Il"'~' 
But witat Ill'f' tit"", li~hr,llIfll'f"! Thel'l' are two poor light~ at the l~llt of Call'O, hut Il""l' 
Hl tllP ('oaMs \'i.~itl'd )'.\ tIll' lishprluen, eXI'I'pt, "'I' h"ii,'n', at (;;t~p... Tlwr .. i~ 110 li!..dlt 011 rlH~ 

wllol,' ll"rtitf'L'lll'oaKt "I' 1'1.'111<'" E,lwunl hlilll'l, wllidl is Itl"" \'i,ilC,l I)\' "nr fi~h('rlllell ,1f1r­
ill!! tit" 'tOl'lII,l' lllftlltit, of ~"lfrf'llIl><,r [Il1tl ("'1"1,,,1', whell tltl' lic:itt., nr,_,'lIlf>.>t llt:l.'f.lt:d. Our 
fl,llillL:-' f'",,'I, alftll., par lic:ht-flilry .nfli('ic'!l[ rft 1,,1\',' rh., "O;IS( wl'lllic:1tr,"1. 

.. Th" "lIie,'rs who ,'oll.'f'r rhf'''' ,lllri,'s u,llttir rhar tltf',I' tire ll11just; but still they Fay their 
g"Yf'l'Illll"llt !!llist ill,!'ft,'" thl'lll, _\lItl huw are tltl',I' <,,,II"etl'11! Th,' oflit',,!', at the i.-land 
utl~'r ttl takt' 1I1tl~t Huythio,:! when dll' I';q'tnin ll('~it:l,(\·~ ah~IHr pfl~. til!.! tilt· :-:pt·(·it·; thl-'y \-. ~d 
taj,,) lJwlass<,', l"lrli, aud c\ c'O oil clothes! TlJi" is a nice Wa\ ttf ~Ulu<!;.:le ill rhl' ~')f)J,;," 

I ) - -
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tL2 straits, passages, and harbors of our entire coast. Thousands of 
tbt'se vessels visit our ports annually; and the" in-shore" voyage is 
itwaluable to them during the stormy and boisterous months of the 
}"j r. Every merchant engaged in navigation is aware that, as a class, 
tho small vessels built ill Nova Scotia and New Brunswick are far in­
f~ii',r to our own. To say nothing of the want of skill and sobriety in 
Sl)llIe uf the masters, and nothing of the weak and misshapen hulls of 
IL:lUY of the colonial craft, it may be remarlied that a proportion of such 
u" are employed in the transportation of wood and gypsum are fitted 
Wizil the cast-off sails and cordage of timber-ships. To" dodge along 
shore" is the only safe course for these vessels to pursue, as none can 
dellY. To allow them to do so, is but an act of common humanity. 
Tu ,kny them the" boon," \vould be to involve many in certain de­
struction. 

Aucl now, suppose that the legislature of Maine should remonstrate 
til our government on the subject, and insist that the people of that 
t);atc suffer great wrong, because colonial vessels, when bound to Port­
lalld, Buston, Dlld other northern ports, instead of keeping broad off at 
1',>;1, "hug the shore" and pass through Edgemaroggin and lVIoosepeck 
n.;,,_]H.~, over Bass-harbor bar, through Fox Isbncl thoroughfare, and 
],._i\\""11 l\Iollhegan and the main bnd. Suppose, too, that the legis-
1,,11')",;; of :\(·W York and Connecticut should join the frontier State 
(1l1,1 demand the exclu:"ion of British vessels from Long Isbnd Sound? 
~IJ1'1")Sl', furlher, that finally the Attorney General of the United States 
"j.,lIuid submit an opinion to the President, in which he should say that 
nu :-:tipubtions giving the right to naxigate these straits and tbu; sound 
c.';i~t, ,illH'r in the treaty of 1783, in Jay's tre:ity in 1794, in the treaty 
01 ]',::I(T in 1814, in the treaty of commerce in 1815, in the conyention 
of] 8] S, in the McLane arrangement in 1630, or in the last, the treaty 
or T\\'L1:-:hington in 1842; \\"ho would fttil to :-:ce the inhumanity-nay, 
t;", oLltriglit wickedness-of the whole proceeding? Yet, were all this 
It) 1 "' dIJII", they would do no mOTe than has actually been done by the 
l',,[j:i";d leaders of Nova bcotia and the crown la\yyers of England. 
1\.';1 !ll:ltter of right, the British colonists can be treated precisely as 
11wy n~quire the government of Englaml to treat us. If-as they aver, 
and quote international law to prove-the Strait of Canso is not open 
to 1)/1 r \(':o;,"«('ls under sail and passing to and fi-om the Gulf of St. 
L;I\\IC'llC", then, and for the same reasons-geographical and political-
111'" "IL';lclws," sounds, straits, amI "thoroughfares" along the coast of 
the CHile(1 bUlles, are not open to them. Can this position be denied? 

In reply to Lord Falkland's fifih query, the law officers of the crown 
say: ,,\\'ith reference to the claim of a right to land on the Maadalene 
isl:JllLls, and to fish from the shores thereof, it must be observ~d that, 
by the treaty, the liberty of drying and curing fish (purposes which 
could only be accomplished by landing) in any of the unsettled bays, 
&c., of the southern part of Newfoundland, and of the coast of Labra­
dor, is specifically provided for; but such privilege is distinctly nega­
tived in any settled bay, &c. And it must therefore be inferred that, 
if the liberty of landing on the shores of the Magdalene islands had 
been intended to be conceded, such an important concession would 
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have been the subject of express stipulation, and would nece;:;:arily 
have been accompanied \,-ith a description of the inland extent of the 
shore over which such liberty was to be exercised, and \yhether in 
settled or unsettled parts; but neither of these important particulars i~ 
provided fiJT, even by implication. And that, among other consiclerQ.­
lions, leads us to the conclusion that American citizens h,l\"e no right to 
land or conduct the fishery from the shores of the :\IoC((blene islands. 
Tlw word' shore' doc" not appear to be used in the convention in any 
other than the general or ordinary sense of the word, ,md must be 
construed \vitll reference to the liberty to be exercised upon it, and 
would therefore cOlnpromisc the land cI)v(;red with \yater as fUr as could 
be avnil;llJlc for the due f'lljl)yment of the liberty gTitlitecl." 

\Vill these hUTtled gentlemen explain why the \vorJ "sl,orcs" i" used 
in 1]11: convention in COnIWXiOll "with the right which we Cllj"Y i1t these 
is!:llJd,~, while the terms "coast" anel "clJlISls" are employed \Yhen dl'­
fining OLlr rights :It Newfoundbncl and Labr:lrl"ct TIle' r(';I.~on j~ yery 
obvious to pr;,clical men. The N,'wj;lIlll!llanfl and Lal)L,dor 6"lwri,"s 
are cod-fisheries: the principal l\h!2rI alene fishery is a /lirri Ilg-tisbc,ry. 
Tlw "sl/orr:s" of the ;\l:igri:il('llC i'.;];lflds "ri' not \\-alill,rl t(,r tl)(' purp():;e 
of "dryill,~ ~llId curing ii.sb," as tbe ('I"O\\-n l:twycrs ''''('Ill to :'-llPP"SC', 
but ttl!" u"ing 1)('1:-: arll} ;.;cillf's, \Vith ;dl (k!i-I"I'lII"', 1111'11, their ;II,C:llllll'nt 
is nnt sound. 'fIJI' right to USI' Ib,> impll'lll<'lih emploYl'd 1.,\ I~rit i"h 
;,;ul).il'f't." at these islallds is indi,~p('lh(L1l' tf) our SII(;"""S iu tllc' h('rrjJ1~­
fi~llt'r.v t1l1'rc. TIlt' Ilt'rring is 11I'VI'!' split <11)(1 drif,d Ii!.;.., tIle ("JlI, 11')f is 
it f;uJ"(,d on tllf' shun's of tllC l\b,~d;dl'l1l'~' HC'lJe,' tllt'rL' ;trr' no c'onclu­
"i"ll"; tf) I", dr;Lwn tj"()llI astakl11CLlt of the limil:((i()ll.~ ()f "dnill", and 
curillg" ill tlit' ('I,d-fi~lli'ry on otllf'r ;llId <.list;lllt ('11;I"t", Yt't illi"'-i,, 1111: 
n';J."o!lill,~ 1)y which \\-1' an' to 1)(' d('l'rivl'(l of the rj,~ht 10 blJc1 ;/1)(1 ii.,,1I 
1f!1 til(: Slltl!"I':, oftlj(" l\f:l~lbll'I)(' iSlalll/,;. But 1 ill~i4 tll;l! tllt' cIJ:JlI~(' (It 
the h-rlllS "CtI;,~t" alld "co;[,,(s" (n "sllon',;" \\";1" 1I1I'"lnt til ,!C;i\'~ the 
prr'(-i.~I' rigll!' wllil'h it is ur~('ll WI' (;;1ll11ot llljny. '1',) b:IYC s:licl, in the 
1'IIII\f'lltifllJ, th:lt \\'(' mi,~ht take fish on tlw 1'''11'1 and I "'ISls or tlwse 
i,~l:ll1ll.", :1"; IT;d/y is S:lid ,dll'11 s!w;,killg (It' tIlL' l'fj t!-fi,-1llTY, \HJU]J Iwxe 
I wen a YOIin IISI' tI!' \Yord,,; but silJr '(' tl w licrring-fi"lwi'y HI 1" i i" 's the 
ll.~(' OfS/'II((S, and witllOut th,' ll.~(, of slH>J't's l"Olll1Ot be pru:,cclltf'c1 in tll(' 
commoll \\';IV, the rea"I'l! why t!Jc tlTIll \\-;!,~ liSt'll in rdatiulJ to that 
fishery is ttl,; !1l:l\1it( .. st to I1cctlfurtl1c'r illu:-:tr;ltilill, 

:-\tiil, ;IS it is :lrgLH'd tlwt, "if the liberty of laneling fJn the slllJrcs o! 
the ~b gdalelll' i~ L IIlrl" kJ(J been illtenJt'cl to bl' cOtlceclpd, S1]l'b an im­
jlort:i.llr-ctlncession would haH' been tIlt' sul~i"l't of exprL's;:, 3tiplll:ItinI1," 
&c" iL Ill:!y !lot he anJi,,,,~ tn cIJlJ.~itlt:'r till' sugS',,~tion. AntI I reply that, 
if "a d(',~('riptioll of the inlal1Ll l'xlr'nt of the shan" o\"(?r wbid)" we 
way uC'c [[('Is ;Illfl sl'int's in catchillg the herring i" ncch,;;,ry, it is 
t"lllally !W\'l''-',,:Iry to (kline our ri~hls of drying anel curing t1lf' cod 
(,I."f'IIIII')'\', :IIHl as stipulate(l in the convention. Both arl' slw!''' right;::, 
llUr! lmth :11"('> ]di: \\'it!JlIllt con(lition or limitation as tn the 'IU:IIllityof 
lW;II;h and uphtml that Ill;'." he apprnpriated by our fj"hermen. It was 
proc~:I i I\)('tl ill tl,,: HI tll~" of COnJ!l1ttIlS, llIore than IW:I ,Cl'nturi(',~ ago, 
Ily Cllk,,-tiJ:lt ,!!l:Illt of the law-that "FREE FISHI:\G ' wcluckd "ALL 

iTS I:-;CllJE \"P,," The tbought m"y 1)(' u::;cful to the Queen'" allvocah! 
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and her M8jesty's attorney general when next they transmit an opinion 
across the Atlantic whIch is to affect their own reputation and the rep­
utation of their country. The right to take fish" on the shores of the 
Marrclalellf' islands," without conditions annexed to the grant, whatevel 
t h('~(' profcH1I1dly ignorant advisers of the crown of England may say 
tu the (,()lItrary, includes, by its very nature ancl necessity, all the 
"illCidcllt..;" of a "free fishery," and all the privileges in use by and 
common among fishermen, and all the facilities and accommodations, 
on the land and on the :"('a, which conduce to the safety of the men 
"llll'luy('d in the fishery, and to an economical and advantageous pros­
eClltion of it. 

\Ve haH' cause of thankfulness, however, that we possess the right 
to do 8t least one thing. under the convention, without being liable to 
the pains and pcnnlties of her Mnjesty's court of vice-admiralty. The 
:-:ixth qll('ry of Lord Falkland is <lnswered in our favor, and as follows: 
"U~' the CIl]l\'I'IIlioll, the liberty of entering the bays and harbors of 
Nova ~CI Ilia, for the purpose of purchasing wood and obtaining water, 
i" CI )/j('1 '( kd in general terms, unrestricted by any condition, expressed 
or implied, limiting it to vessels duly proyided at the commencement 
of the VI'Y:IQ!'; and we are of opinion that no such condition can be 
att:ll'lwc! til the enjoyment of the lilJerty." 

But L()nl Falklalld is not to be excused for proposing the inquiry. 
That his qlll';;ti()1l may not be lost si,ght of, (though once inserted,) it is 
lw)'c r<,])(,:11"I1. "Have American fishermen," he asked, "the right to 
"lltl'l' till' h:ly'; <llld harbors of this province, [~o\'a Scotia,] for the 
purp0,;e flf purcklsing wood or obtaining W<lter, having provided 
neither of thes!' articlc's at the commencement of their yoya,QC's in their 
own I'()lllitry; or Imve tltey the right only of entering sUl'h b~lys and 
harlll)r,; in C:I:"(,S of di,-.;tre,;s, or to purchase wooel and obtain water 
atil'f the usual stock of those articles for the voyage of such fishing 
emil has 1)('1'1I 1''']I:lu,;tl'cl or dt,,;tr<>YI',l t' 

Did his lordship really believe that our fishing YC'sscls ever, and 
under :Illy circumstances, depart from home "without providing" 
'\\'Il"d awl \\,:I1r'r1 But, on the supposition that they a],";IYs do make 
a voyage "t' three hunch'cd miles with stocks of neither, what then '( 
Common l'IJ:I]'ity mig'ht dictate that their improvidence should not be 
puni,,j)('d with an interdiction ,lg:lin:,t procuring articles of so indis­
pens[~ble necessity at the earliest po"sible moment. Lord Falkland 
lives ll1 th" middle Ill' the nineteenth century: he is a British peer: he 
is yet the gover~1or of a British colony: he is the husband of a d:lUuhter 
of a Bri~ish king: and be never sh~ulel ha,,:o, said, substantially ~ that 
an Amencan fisherman, when founel ll1 a Bntlsh colonialharhor bar­
(Ybaining with a subject of her I\bicsty for a boat-load of fuel or cravina 
.... '-' J • ~ 'b 

leave to fill ~is water-cask at a well, or presuming to dip a few gallons 
from a runl1l11g brook, would be adjudged a lawful prize, unless able 
to prove to ~er Majesty's judges of vice-admiralty that the" usual stock 
of those artIcles for the voyage" had been "exhausted or destroyed." 

The sixth query was, howeycr, neces3ary to complete the series, and 
illustrate the spirit of the whole. The seventh ancllast answer requires 
no comment, as it merely announces that-
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"The rights of fishery ceded to the citizens of the r oited 8t,1t(':':, and 

(IJOsc: n':"(Tved for the exclusive enjoyment of Briti,;;h "ul~iC'cts, depeml 
:dln~('t1l<'l' upon the convention of 1818, the only existing treaty on tbi" 
subjc(:t l)('t ween the two countries; and the material points arising 
thereon have been specifically answered in our replies to the preceding 
qUC'Ti('s." 

Tlwt this opinion is not conclusive against us, and that, indeed, it 
has no binding force whatever, hardly need be said; especially since 
tl1ere is prohable cause to believe that it was paid* fix in the common 
i"ol]r"r; of professional duty. But whether the Queen's ;1(ln)(,:lti' and 
her ,\Li,i('~l)'S attorney general did or did not appear in the" case" 
submiu (,d to them as the counsel of :\"OY:l Scotia, is a matt!'r IIf no ml')­
ment to uc<. The judgment which they have rendered, and Ihc' exam­
ination IIi' which is now concluded, dcO'ern's no respect either for its 
law, its cnlllllHJl1 sense, its humauity, or its justice. Its (lnly claim to 
tilC notice bestowed upon it COll"j"ts in tIll' fact that it is relied on to 
1Im\'!' 1 Ii:li \V(' are in the wrong and EIIghnd in t1H' right, in t111' cnntro­
Y('r".\' which has arisen as to the intent and meaning uf the cOl1Yentioll 
of] SIS. 

\VI: ;1/"(' nnw f(':1f1ytn ini}uire what, up tn 1'::;11, \\':1" the Drili"h con­
structillil'! Fir,;t, 1111\\'('\'('1", let us gLllll'I' at the British prl'1l'!Jo'iol1 prior 
lo the (,(JllI'iudillg' of'the l'IIII\'I'lJtinn. Ill] o.;J 7, in rlw (Jrci('j'o' of AdllJira1 
Milne tn (~:lpt;ljU ChrllllilC'rs, under which s('\"I'r:11 Amc'ric:1l1 Yl's"c1" 
\\'1'['(' ,wizl'c1, it i,~ s:lid: "Oil lllC'dilJ12" with :111\- t;m.'i!..:1l vI,,,,;d li"llillc; Of 

at :lllf'illlr ill allY oftlw lun'oars or ('/"(11.8 in his .\f;ljl'o'ly',; .\l)l'lh c\lIl1'rican 
rJr(I\'ill<'I''', Ill' wiillill lillr '/I/i/(ilillll'.illristiiclio71, yllil \\"jll ,'Tize," ~I'. I-Icrc 
j,; tilt' ('\.1/'111 ()f til<' Drili,;lt d:lim. C:lpt<lin CII:llIdH'r", in j"('p()rtill~ hi" 
.]()ill,c:,'" to his C'Ollllll:llllll'l"-in-dli,{ remarked that Ill' ,. dill nut l"l'(",jvc 
:Illy illtdligl'lll'I' of fill'l'i!..:ll Vl'O'';\'],; Iwillg lI,ilhin (Jllr juri"lit'lio/l nlll il the 
;Jd im:I:llll," (Ofllllt' ;;, 1:-;17,) when he ,vas inf()[med "tll;11 tlll'y CUll­

:-;1;Jlltiy n',-;I)['I(,(l If) the crl'lJ.-s on this l'II:I,;t in order III catdl tbeir bait, 
1'1(':111 'their f'tsh, \\'pm1, \\';11I'r, &c'." TIl(' "fIr/mrs ()1'(':'I1t' "\(',!,;TI) :llld of 
Ihe H;I,l!,~' '( 1 1> I and, he said flll'thcr, \\'('fe vi"ited l),\" such v( ',,,,1'1,,; (111<1 

in tile"" hl/roors and fur rl':::orting to these haroors II(' captured l'II'YCll 

Allll'ril';1l1 li,;lH'rmcn. 
TIll' hilt/it,,:; (It' 8C:I-\\-ater (If more tlwn six mill'" in width \Vere not 

claimed, IIII'll, in IS17, (lnd pending tlll' negotiations; and Admiral 
Millle :wkd in strict C( Ild; Irlll i ty to Lonl BatlHlr~t' s sllgge;>.tion to Mr. 
Ad:llllS in 1:-;10, that Wl' must rt,jill'1lli,11 "the h:lrhor" and creeks," and 
tlj(' "maritime jurisdit,tioll thrcC' marine miles hom the sbore." If the 
l'()ll~t nj('1 inll ot i \j(' l'I'(/Wl1 la\VylT,~ i" just, it follows that the c( )jj\'t'llti()ll 
of J :-;1:-- is an il~ur,Y rather than a benent, for tbe simple reason that 
pn,yilill'; t() that year We \\"IT(' :lllu\\'ed to fish in the b,I~'S \\"hieh, it is 
.pn'tl'lI(J..d ll,\" 11"'0'1' gellth'Ill('II, we cannot ent6'T under the stipulations 
ilf L1wt instrUIlJl'IIt. 

"\Vh:lt, in till' ;;('('ond p];Il'C', has been the course pursuetl siJ/I'e 1 qS? 
~llllle (It'tlll' colonial \niters haye affirmed during the present ycar, 

• \Ylwn L"rd Flllklnn,l ""licited Lord John HllR,,'ll to ~ubmit his qnerilc'R, lw ,ai.'!: "I 
.£111 lIuthuriz"d by II .. • lIou",. of Assl'mbly hel'l.' tv Jl'frar uu)" l'spl'u>e that may be incurred 

uowining Buch lIpillivll," ,\:l', 
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(1852,) that the act of Parliament of 1819 (cited 111 this report) asserts 
the British construction as now maintained. It is not so. The act does. 
indeed ['tTitl' the first article of the convention, and was passed in con­
sequence of it; but it does not contain a word which defines the term 
"ba\'s," ()l' which indicates the manner of measuring the three-mile 
intel:diction. It authorizes the seizure of vessels that should violate its 
proVIsIOns. The proceedings of British naval officers on the American 
stations, who have always been furnished with a copy of the act, and 
with a copy of the convention, and whose orders from the Lords of the 
Adminlltv have always been founded on both, will enable us to ascer­
tain \yl1l'ilwr or not the ships-of-war have allowed our vessels to fish 
any\\' l1('rc and everywhere, in the bays and outside of the bays, more 
than tllwl, miles ti'ol!1 the shore. 

'Yllj[(, my home was on the eastern frontier, hardly a year passed 
without my :-'1'( ,ill.!; one or more ships of the royal navy which were em­
ployed 011 rhi, s('rvicc in the D;IY of Fundy; and I am sure that a case of 
seizure f()f " fishillg broad" in that bay never occurred previous to the 
year 1.";;4:3. EWll Captain Hoare, of the Dotterel, who, as we have seen, 
spread cOll:,tcl'lmtiun among nur fishermen in 1824, and subsequently, 
infimnccl Admiral Lake, his commander-in-chief, that his orders to the 
officI 'r~ in command of his armed boats had been to capture only such 
AlJJ('ri(';llJ \('~:-;('I" as "they found within three marine miles of the 
"hon'," ;l11d til I'>;/'('pt tllflse "in evident distress, or in want of wood 
and "':ttl-I'." The same was observed elsewhere. The report of Cap­
tain [<';1 ir, of her :\l:Jjl',;ty's ship Champion, in 1839, shows that he passed 
tbrnll~ll a n'l't of six: or Sl'\'('n hundred American vessels in various 
positi'(Hl>'-:-;()lll(' within the headlands of the bays, and some along the 
f'lu JlT:'; I mt l/()llC within the three-mile interdiction. His frank declara­
tion on the "lll~il'Ct is honorable to him. 'Vhile cruising in the vie-inity 
of Prince Ed W,1f( I Island he states that there WRS not "a single case" 
which c;dl('d for our interference, or where it was necessary to reeom­
meI1l1l';lUt i( JI1 ; on the contrary, the Amuieons say thai a privilege has 
been gr;lllkd them, and that they \yill not abuse it." That, in a]J.ow­
ing s('\,cr;11 hundreds of our fishermen to pursue therr avocation with­
out 1J11Jl<-,;tatilJl1, 11is conduct W,IS in accordance with his instructions, 
\YC b"e positive evidence; for Lieutenant Paine, who visited the fuh­
ing grounds the same year in command of the Grampus, stated after 
llis }'('turn, in a letter to the Secretary of State, that the orders of~' Ad­
miral Sir Thomas Harvey, as he informed me, were only to prevent" 
our countrymen from" fishing nearer than three miles." But the au­
thorities of N()va Scotia, said Lieutenant Paine, "seem to claim a right 
to exclude Americans from all bays, including those large seas-such 
as the Bay of Fundy and the Bay of Chaleurs; and also to draw a 
line from headland to headland, the Americans not to approach within 
three miles of this line." 

Here, then, two years before the crown lawyers gave the opinion 
under examination, is our first knowledge of the" headlands." It was 
but whispered even in 1839. The naval officers knew nothing about it. 
~ur government knew nothing about it until 1841, when Mr. Forsyth, 
m a despatch to Mr. Stevenson, our envoy to the Co~rt of St. James, 
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r::;J: If'd his attention to it. ., From the information in the possessifl!' of tl;.i' 
dep::ntmeut," he observed: 

" It appears that the provincial authorities assume a right to eXl'hde 
American vessels from all their bays, even including those of Fundy 
and C!Jalcurs, aLeI to prohibit their approach within three miles of a 
line drawn from headland to headland. These authorities a150 claim 
a right if) exclude our vcssels from resorting to their ports unless in 
actual distress, and American ves5els are aecordingly warned to depart, 
or ordered to get under wei!!h and leave a harbor, whenever the l"!)­

villcial custom-house or Bri'tish naval officer supposes, 'without a\:.111 
examination of the circumstances under which they entered, th,[t t1l(Y 
have heen there a reasonable time." 

As yet, hl/vIC'ver, the coloni,;t;;: had nnt ventured to enforce the 1're­
:tension they had S(~t up. Lord Falkland, in a despatch to Lord '-":!"'),Y 
cli/I/'{t in May, 18401, affim1s this; for he S:lyS: 

J.< In point of filet I have not been able to learn that any seizure" Ll.Ye 
"W;'q) made when the ve~"ds have not heen within three l!lik'.~ of t~w 
di,::~ance prescribed by the :"t.;ltul(', or con;;:ider('d ~() to \)(', altholl~h it :s 
true that the Bay of Fundy, as wdl a:' sl1l:J.ller b<ty,; on the "O;I~t of this 
provirlf:c, is thought by the law offi," 'r" in the prO\"ince to £)[In a part 
()f tbe cxclllsivc jurisdietion «I' tIl(' (T( )\\"11." 

Beside:::, how 11:11'111'11<; it that if 1l1l~ "!\jn!.!:',. mo~t ('x,'r-llent :\r:1.i,,~ty, 
by and with the ar\vi('(~ :lIld {'()f["cnt ofllI<' Lords :,piritual ;U1cll\'mpnral 
: til(: COll/WIIlI';" iH l':lrlinIIlcnt a",;('znbl(,( 1, meant to ('X..]II' [,.-:111'/ by 
1the act of 1819 ;I,:tually dill ('xdud", :I~ t:lr as to(' :Icti')ll of one ,~"\'('nl­
::lH't::J could do so-our ves"!'!:'. fi'om ! II<' bays now ir~ di,,1' ute ; Itll\'" hap­
~H'I':'; it, r a<k, lh:lt in 1841, twenty-one' .\"":Irs ;lrl<']'\\';lnl~, the qlJl,,.j,,, 01 

!,lInl F:llkland ilclim' us Wl'r(' sllbmitted to the C~"O\\'11 la\y,",'!":, 1 O!l 
tlj(~ ,r:::rolll1ci that P:u')i:llJwtlt had a/rl'lfr/lj ('o[t,.:trued the COIIY"I;,io!l [10' I j" 
l,()J'IbIJip dc,ir('cl that it should be ittl::rp/,,·tcd, why did not tIl" Iht;,n 
uNlljslcr to whom these 'queries \\'CI"l' transmitted so ~'ali' in /'I 'ply '! Tlw 
;(('1 of LS19 was tIl!' supreme law oflhe rt ;l1m; and iftlw COIIlIl1:111,k,'~ 
"f the :,-Ilip" of tbl' royal na\'y on the American stati"n had Il('en in­
":lftll'led )'('.n anT! year, and t;Jr tWl'ntY-1I11t' years, to l'Xl'l'lllC it, awl to 
C~ Icc,.;i(kr it as ;l construction of the cllllvention in the ,('[lS(' i/OIC (''':1-

ilcndcd f;,r, why WCfe ('Vl'fV one of tiles(' command('r~ ~() Y,'n' unfaith­
ful to their d:ill.\'? 'Vhy \<.:'1:': the f,1I't that their orders from "tilt' :,.]:"i­
calty required them to hUllt up and to drive out all American fishcTl'c': '1 

from t1w,.;c llil)'s ullknown to everyhody, in Engbnd and America Y 

Three yea.rs pr('vi()u..;ly (lS:lS) Lon! Glenelg, the Secretary f;l)" the 
Coloni(''', ill a. commulIil'<lti, 111 l,) :,ir C, din Campbell, lieutennnt gO\'CJ"l:()[ 

<If N()va :'<,<"ltia, in ;ll1sw('r to a joint ;l(h1r('~" to the Queen from the L·:­
i.!'i,.:lativc Council and House ofAssemblyot that cnlnny, eomplaininQ' of 
Llw hahitual violali()ll by American citizens of the convention (If 1"1 S, 
prllllliscs that an armed force shall be kept, annually, on the fishing 
[2:rollwls; and states that" her ~faj(''''ty's mini:=;ll'r at \ra~llillc!"'(lll Lad 
lH'!'1l il!"tructeo t(l in\'ite the fricndly co-operation of the All!l'ri(';m !::"r/_ 

'~~rnnwu~ " t(l enforce a more strict (11,":('1'\'<1 !lce of that convention. Htc:'re 
was a \"'IS proplT opportunity to r('fi.r to the prO\'ision=, of the act of 
!;)arliamcnt of 1:-19, and til gin' our government Lord Glenelg's ,:,.:}­
ilIuctiou of it. Bu.t instead of this, be tempers the expectatil)n~ of tl1f~ 
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colonists by saying, that "Th~ comman?ers of ~hese vesse~s. will be 
ral!tionerl to take care that, whIle supportmg the nghts of BrItlsh sub­
jects, they do not themselves overstep the bounds of the treaty." 

Lord Aberdeen, April, 1844, in a letter to Mr. Everett, adopts the 
opinion of the crown h\Yy(~rs. This, I suppose, was the first unquali­
fied ofiicinl avo,"nl to a functionary of our government of the head­
land construction of the convention. His lordship, in March, 1845, 
in another communication addressed to Mr. E Yerett, reaffirms this 
construction, and distinctly states that with Tefereoce to the Bay of 
Fundy and the other buys on the British American coasts, "no United 
States fisherman has, nnder that convention, the right to fish within 
three mill'S of the entr;llJce of such l);tYs as designated by a line drawn 
from herrc11and to headland at that entrance." 

Our right, therefore, to the bays in dispute rests upon the British 
interpretation of the treaty, as well as our own. 

1\or nre wc unsupported by colonists. Some, with gFeat fairness, 
admit all tl];lt we claim. Two examples will suffice. A respectable 
colonial nf'\Yspalwr, in commenting, in 1 '345, upon Lord Stnnley's des­
patch of :\larch :;0, of th:1t year, '\'hich, it will be remembered, opens 
the E;lY (JfFundy, (>l~jl'dS to the measure on the ground dmt our privi­
lC',!~('s were already allJplc: for, it rcm,uks, "in the convention of 1818. 
it j,; Hipubt"d that the citizells of the rnited States shall be allowed to 
fish within tljf('c n;l1Itical miles {/7'olwd all our C'oasts:" that instrument. 
it argues, "should ha\'e rr's-crvcd to liS [to British subjects] the quiet and 
undi"lnrbed pus;,('sc;i()ll of our bays (/,\I(Z inlets." The article from ,vhich 
tltis ""tract is made is able, and "",vas copied into several other colonia! 
ncw;opapl'L'. ~ 

• :-ionw "I Illn ('oloniul ncw"pnpNS still mJlintnilJ. similar ,jews. The St. John New Bruns­
wiek.-r "Iill, in AIlgust, l,~(,:!, in ('ou1llwllting 011 Mr, '1Vebster's despateh or "proclamation," 
that ,. it will til' "'en that Mr. \rdmtl'l' laJwr, under the impressiou that her Majesty's goverll­
llIp.nt ar,· al"'lIt t.o l~lIfol''''' th,· ,-",m"'Btion strictly, IIccording to the opinions of thtl JJaw officerEl, 
of Eng\allll. \V" hdil'H' that such is not tll" Cll«', F"T some years past tiwre has bren a tacit 
v71'/l'rslandin:r that "-III/aimn Jishinf.{ rrsscls should only be excluded from those oays or inlets 
of our CiJl"(S which were If." 1/"'11 sir ",i/f" ,ridr, ancl "ithin which American 'ressels could not 
lilil, llnj"ks II irllin three llIil,~s of the 1111,,1, either (In tllt; one side or the other. Thl!lre is not 
the slightest lH"'""ity fi)[' straining the t"nll,' of the convention, fur it is natorions that 
American fishing H'kk"IH pursue ('vel'ywhert' near the shores of these provinces, within three 
miil'~ of tiw luna, \I tlefl' only iu the autumn th.,)" get tttL' best fishing; and it is to prevent this 
flagrant awl acknowledged breach of the cOlllYention that the Plresent movements Il>re taking 
p]1J~1e." 

The St. John N"w,", in the sume month, di~avowed the lIew construction of the convention. 
iD these words: 
"Nn~ al,1 this t{'mp('st in a t('a-pot 1ll'll1lunts to just nothing at aU, and Wtl t»ink the Amtlrican 

pres.s WIn fi~d "lit befiHe a Tlry great wlaile that they have been wasting their powder, and 
gettlllg no~hl\1g in rdlll1l btlt pity /1)1' th.~il' ignorance. They will learn that the legislatures of 
the"" proVllle". hu\"<' not atkillpted to {PV!' a new reading to the treaty-neither has England. 
tilUt they do not ref'm;(' to Allwrican fishermen the prrrilege of takino fish in the Bay ()f :F!Illdy;: 
whether ri~ht or wrong, is another tiling. " 

." All that we intend to ,h, is nothiug mOTe DOl' less thUD we have been doing for the las!; 
thirty years-and that is, to seize vessels caught within three miles of the shore, tlIking fisb 
contrary to the treaty, as tlto?ougldy understood both by England and America, n'lild also by the' 
fishemlen themsel,es. \Vhenever it can be shown that an American vessel has been taken. 
ontside of the prescribed limits, then it will be time enough for our neighbors to get in a 
pucker." 

A newspaper published at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Isial!ld, (also in Angust, 1852,) ill 
an art.icle in answer to the question" Is Wal' probable?" a,hocates the policy of permitting the· 
~enllanB. to have access to the colonial shores, and remarks: "TInt a ,ery pretty quarrel. 
With Amenca is by no means improb~bie, if OUT cruisers insist on capturing all Yankee fosAixtg 
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The second instance is from the letters of the Han. G. R. Young (a 
distin.~ui"hC'd gentleman of l\oYa Scotia) to )fr. Stanley.* 

";\" early as the month ofMarc:h," wrote :'Ill'. Youn.7, "if any stranger 
approached the coasts of Nova Scotia, his obscn-ations 'would induce him 
to believe that he was advancing to the territory of some great commer­
cial st;lt~. At a short distance from the shore, and on the banks and 
mO.;;t productive fishing grounds, he would percein· fleets or continuous 
lines of sm;] II shallops; and if the day and sea.'(!!1 ,vere ampicious, be 
would di,;c()ycr that their crews were busily employed in c1ra\ving forth 
the trC;J.-llH',; of the deep. Seeing them thus ancl101"ed n'itltill viol', nay. 
lI'itltin almost the shadow 0/ tlte s/tore, and em ploYBc1 in appropriatin~ 
the resources which would appear to belong to it, the deduction ,,,ould be 
irreo;i"tib]e tbt they had recently left tlw neighboring IJ:lr1)()rs, and ,vere 
manned by their inhabitants. He would, however, be in error. Un 
inquiry he wuu]!! learn that they have come a distance of three hundred 
miles, to avail themselves of the privilege-tllUt they bclO1lgcd to a rical 
Slll/C, lIi11l (!tilt tltey Clu'oyed tile right by rirtllc rl rL trcut!!> which tllc ,y,'()/'crll­

men! !til 1'1: DesllJ/CI,d without w:ces:\,il y 111111 )/';11/1)//1 rl'/ II fll. 1-1clI'01I1" learn, 
O/SI) , that tltis liberal concession \\,;13 highly disadvan1:1,!.!,'ull:' to the inhab­
itants Olt the CIJ<lo;t by le,;o;ellillg the 1,rncll1ctivl'Ill'SS of the fishing 
gn Illl J( 1-;." 

That tlJ(~ ministry consclllC'(l to :ICt on the opinion of the Queen's ac1-
VIW:lt(' ;mll ller <\hlje"ty's [IttOrlll'Y ,!!:1'11I'l';il, ,vitlI Illlleh rdul'talJcc, is 
v''I'Y ()Il\'i(ll\~. The liro;! proof jo; liJllnd in tiwir rll'hy in tralHllitting it 
II) the I':)]ullial governor \\"110 li.ll'nislH'd tIll' "I';I,'T" III! which it is 
J()JlI1deU. III tlw dcsp;ltch which :I('('ompanil'(l it at h,t, Lord :-:t:mlE'y 
rCl1larks that "!h(~ su1~i('('l has fi'C!jllf'lItly l'Il!.!;I,~I'cl the a1t('ntion of llIy­
self :llld lily ('oll('glll'';, with tIll' vi('\\' of :Hlilptill,!! further me:bUl'I'o'. if 
1Ii'('(':-;s:Jr~', fClr tl)(' protection of British intcruts in aC('Dldance" tlll'l(:'­
with. l:llL 1](' adds: "VVe h:I\'I', howl'\'cl', on full ('llllo'idl'l';ltion, cOllle 
til the ('ollclusion, as fcg;l.rdo; the fisheries (Jf \o,,;t ~e"ti;l, that the prt'­
('/Jutiulis t:lken by the provinci:Il legio;]atul'l' :11']11';11' ,1<1c'luatl' to the 
]>urpos(', and that ]Will,!! \HI\\" pr;lI'lic:tlly acquit''':C'1'l1 in 11y the ~\mcri­
(,1111.~, no filrther mcasun's :l]'(' required." The opinion thus d i 0'1 II 1.~C'll of 
ill 1\,,\,( 'Ill 11I'r, 1:'>1:2, W <I" sufrlored to rest until the c:lpture .,1' the \\T ash­
ill.!..: I (Ill :ll1d the Argus. Mr. En'rett' s arrangement in 1 ".1,) was, in 
dl; :ct, : III aklllllonnlL'1l1 of the \yholc matter. 

;-;C'\'( 'It Yl',lrs of compawtiYl' qllict on the fishing grounds elapse, and 
W(' :1]'(' brou~ht to IIII' exciting events of 1~,j,!. 

'1'1 i('rt , is :~nother rcmal'kal.Je cin'U!l]o;t;I!ICe connected with this con­
trOYI'rsy, which should n(Jt ('"c:lpe notice-namely, that ::\"ew Bruns-

-~-"-'-'-' ---------------

'lV'~SII.' nm,.,,, the shore than three miles olltsidr, of II line drawn from opposite hend/ands of II bay, 
Not,rilhstllJII/ill!f the opinio'n of the f;"i!lish crOlOl/itllD officers, this interpretation uf the trellty!rill 
Ii",,,, the "r!fllll/fill fIllircly into the //i/llIls uf Ihl' _/m(!riCllIlS, If rhe h"llIllalllls J,,' luw, ur the 
huy II i,ll', lit,., Illl' ,'ntran"I' to tho Bay of Chaleur, it is nllt possible for tIlt' fisherll1en til know, 
or 10 .,<rilllal." their truI' l'o,irioll in regard ttl those headlands, The horizontal line of vi<ion. 
fmlll 1 Ill' d"l'k of II RI'llllIlIll'r, is intt'rt"')Jtl'd hr the convcxity of tbe earth at II tlisrallt'1' of si.'I: 
Of' .. i:.:111 Illil.". It i. lIot to I", l'IlIH'I'IlIl'd tllllt n ('uprure made, or a shllt fin-a, under thl'''''-' 
ei1'l:lIllI.<IIIII.",.S, might prod III'" war. Aud if w!lr JH' the re8ult, ('an Britllin relr nn th" hearty 
Oll-"J,,'rali(lll (If tl,.' pruvill('illh 1 Ex" .. ".lill~I!' dnuhtful. 'Yill tbt' Canadians ""blllil til have 
tileir fl(luriHilinl,! tOWl1S Rnll \'ill:t~".< ti.'stroy.',l. un.] their fiLmilil's ,;]/lughtered, in order to pri)­
[I'd n li,w lIlIpmtitnl,I., lislll'ries ill till' Gulf lIf ~t, Lawrence I"~ 

• 1\01\' the Earl of Durby, 
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wick, Price Edward Island, and Canada, up to the time of the ~oronto 
agreement in lS-5~, remained almost passiv~ spectators of the belhgere~t 
attitude of their sIster colony of Nova ScotIa. The subject of" Ame.n­
can aggressions "-:1S we have shown-has been one of profound In­

terest to the last mentioned dependency of the crown for a.long period. 
To finel commiseration neither at home nor abroad, is a grIevance hard 
to be borne. To show, year after year, and for an entire generation, in 
petitions to the throne, in legislative reports, and in newspaper essays, 
that the most ruinous consequences had resulted, and would continue 
to follow the permission to Americans to pass through the Strait of 
Canso, and to fish in the bays of British America, and yet, after all, to 
Q.waken no sympathy on the part of fellow-colonists, and no determi~ed 
action on the part of the ministers of the Queen, is a misfortune whICh 
even the aggressors themselves are bound to appreciate. 

But I may say that fishermen, without treaty stipulations to favor 
and protect them, have sometimes fared far better than it is possible 
for ours to do, if the views of the crown lawyers are carried out in 
their most ohvious sense. 

The fishermen of almost every civilized nation have pursued their 
business either on implied or written sanctions. They have been per­
mitted to follow their calling even in war. The hostile relations be­
tween England and Holland-though the ocean was stained with the 
hlood of the subjects of each for several generations-dId not, except 
in particular cases and for short periods, break up the Dutch fishery on 
the English CO;! st. In the war of our own Revolution, "rebels" though 
we were, Berkeley, of the Scarborough frigate, while occupying the 
Piscataqua, allowed the fishermen of that river fi·ee pass, out and in ; 
and SO, too, Admiral Digby, moved with compassion for the sufferings 
of the people of Nantucket, gave them written permits to resume 
whaling; and the fact that a vessel* thus protected by his humanity 
was the fir:3t to bear our new-born flag to the Thames, and to draw 
out all London to see it, will be remembered, perhaps, when the 
records of battles shall be torn and scattered. 

Nor did the war of 1812, with all the desolation and bad feeling 
which it caused, form an exception to the rule so commonly observed. 
I reicT for instances to the passports of Admiral Hotham to the people 
of Nantucket; to the permissions granted by Sir George Collier to all 
fishing-boats and vessels under thirty tons; and to the ordinary and 
almos.t universal practice of British commanders along our coast, of 
allowlllg the taking of fish to be cart-ied to our towns and cities, and to 
be consumed fresh. And yet, our public and private armed ships, as 
these very officers lmev:, were manned in a good measure by the class 
of men to ~vhom. thes~ mdulgences were grapted. How many in the 
same serVIce wlth DIgby, Hotham, and Colher are there now in com­
mission, who will "crowd sail alow and aloft" to hunt up and drive 
out such of our fishermen as shall continue to visit the "bays" inter-

"Her arrival was announaed in Parliament. Mr. Hammet said he "begged leave to in­
fonu the House of a very receut and extraordinary occun-ence." After stating the name-­
"the Bedford, Moores, master"-he adds, she "wears the rebel colors, and belongs to th& 
Wand of Nantucket, in Massachusetts." 
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dieted in consequence of colonial importunities and representations, by 
the presf'nt prime minister of England, while holding the office of Se,c;­
retary f\)r the Colonies? 

In the course of frequent researches among state papers, I do not 
remember to have seen a public document of such a sing-ular character 
as his lonlsbip's despatch to Lord Falkland. The American peopl€ 
Me distinctly told in it that colonial' interference has alone prevented 
the home government from executing a determination already formed, 
to put an end to all difficulties on the fishing grounds \\ithin British 
jurisdiction. How often has it happened that an English st:lte;;man, 
while <lssnmillg the political responsibility of an act, has cast the moral 
responsibility of it upon the subjects under his special care"! \\'hen 
has a sf'Cfctary fiJr the colonies made known to th(> \\-urlcl that the 
represcnt:ltions of colonists have set aside the" intentions" of the cabi­
net minic:u'fs of the crown? I do not ask how often cf!j,mi;,I relllf!n­
strallccs have actually prevailed with the ministry; but how fi-equently 
h~IS colonial opposition to a course of policy been UfUIUt! by ministers 
as their rC;!Sf!]j for a change of purpose? The C(JllIlJlUn form ()f ;I!l­

nouncing a (';Ibinet decision is not that employed lJY Lord ~t:rnll'Y' in 
his despatch of l\Lm.:h 30th to ~ir William Colebrr II Ik(,;* still that de­
cision WelS d('l'lll<~d jlOnorablc and liberal. The motin~ ther( st;lkd for 
apl'l1ing ti](' !:;IY of Fundy is, "tltc Tell/oml (!fa }'rlile su/iTlI' n/ dis'/,2T,e­
U1J'//(" bet\l'('('ll 11)(~ United ~t;Jl(~S :Illd Great Brit;lin. Dut in tht,-d"s­
p;tto'h to Lord F"lkland, of "";cptembcr 17th, though the sam~ induce­
ments ('xisl(~c1 in full force l(x her l\I:UeC;ly's g()\'C'rII11)I'nt t(l ex('cutt' the 
"int('ution" ()f opening the other" bays" til our fi,.dll'rmen in ordLT to 
perkc! ;llJrl pCl"jwtuate harmonious ti,(,jillg, yet that "iutcntion Was 

ab:lIld(lllI'd" on ;1('('ll1!llt of Lord Falkl:illd's "st;llt'IIll'llt;-;." 
TIJis (lr-spatdl has been (tl1ce (Iuotcd; but SilU'C it should be con­

tillually kept in view, it lllay I)(~ citl'tl ag<lin: 
"DOWN[:,\G STREET, 81Jilmdllr 17, 1 ~±,j. 

"]\fy LUHD: ,. "" * ,. ,. Her Majesty's government !t~\T at­
tentively ('()I1"itll 'n,d the representations contained in your dc,:patches, 
l\(l.-:. 3:24 and ;Ul, or the 17th June and the 2d July, rl':3pl;cting the 

------- --,------ -----
• Titis l1o(,llln"lIt hilS Bot be('u I'wyiollsly iuserted. It bears date March :;11. I--F), and is 

H.<'lrll'l'ss"d to ~ir Willialll COJ,>lil'ook~, lil'ut('lIillit gnvemur of Xl'W Brullswi,·k. It W<lS t\){' 
first ,dli"jal IUlIllllI('intioll to rill' pt'ople of that "olony of the nrraugPIllt'nt with ~Ir. En-rett. 
Th,' "olouillllwlI'ol'apl'l" emJlI1lt'utpd UP(ltl th,' (,0111'0(' of the ministry in terIllS "I' g-n'ut >'<.'­

ve .. ity, direl'tly, allll fur some tillle after its publication. 

"S'R: I 1111"" till' honor to acquaint Y01.1 , for your infonnation lind guidance, thllt her }Ia­
j,..,t.y's gur,'rtlllU'llt hur .. had under their con~ideration the claim of citizens of the l:uik{} 
l:-itutl" to fish in tIll' Hay of FUlldy-a claiIll which has hitherto been re.isted on the :;rulIlld that 
that Iluy is ille111,]"d within tlw Britisl! pnssl's"ions. 

"Ill'r Maj,'sty's goyprnment fC'e\ satisfied that the Bay of Fundy has been right1)- e1aimed by 
Great Britllin us II bay within the treaty of 1,"1,"; but they conceive that tht, rdaxation of the 
oxerei,,' (If that right would b,· uttelltil',1 with mutual advantage to both countries: to the 
1 ,,,it,," ~taks liS l'ulIl;'rrillg II IIIKtl'l'iallll'ul'lit Oil their fishing tradt', and to (;rt'a! Britain lind 
the I 'lIil"d ~Iall'" ,'oujuiutly an,1 "'11Ially by thl' removal of a fertile 811111'('(' of disagreement 
111'1\\""'11 tlll'lll. 1l has llt'cordinAly Il('en announced to the l:lIit('11 Srates !,(n,entWl'llt that 
AllI<'ri"lll1 "itiz,'lIs would hencefiJl'wllrd be allowed to fish in allY part "I' the ];"y of Fun,I)" pro. 
vi<ipd th".I' do lint !I!'pw: ... h, "Xl"'!'! iu the ('R~I'< specified in the tr .. aty of ),"il~. within threll 
milll6 of till' elltral/Ce of any bay on titP coast of Nn,u S('utia or Xew Brunswick. 

have, &c., 
liST A,c.'LEY." 
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policy of granting permission to the fisheries of the 1! n~ted States to fish 
in the Bay of Chaleur, and other large bays of a sImIlar character on 
the coast of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia; and, apprehending from 
your statements that any such general concession would be injurious ro 
the interests of the British North American provinces, we have aban­
doned the intention we entertained upon the subject, and still adhere ro 
the strict letter of the treaties which exist between Great Britain and 
the United 81ates, relative to the fisheries in North America, except so 
far as they may relate to the Bay of Fundy, which has been thrown 
open to the Korth Americans under certain restrictions." 

There are fish enough in the American seas fi)r all who speak the 
Saxon tongue-for all of the Saxon stock. England, we may hope, 
will not m~lintain a position so likely to produce troubles like those of 
olden time ~which existed between us, as colonists, and the French. 
and of which I have elsewhere spoken. Fishermen are but poor 
interpreters of in ternational la \V and of unreal and fictitious distinc­
tions. To them, the open sea, the great "bays," are but one-but a 
continuous fishing ground; and few of them, I apprehend, will ever 
see or respect the lines which colonial ingenuity has" drawn from 
heaJland1() headlantl" of these" bays." 

I conclUllc the topic with exprec;sing the conviction-to which all 
practical men will assent-that, if the new construction of the conven­
tion of 1:-::18 be persisted in and actually enforced, we shall lose quite 
one-third of our cod and mackerel fisheries. Let not our colonial 
Lr<'tllrC'u press us too far. Self-conquest is the noblest of all victories; 
and, in all kindness, let them be urged to subdue their hatred of "the 
Y :lnkecs." The children of the whigs of a former day demand free 
acc(':,,, to all the seas of British America. They require the use of 
every sheet of sea-\vater six miles wide all around the colonial coast::r­
not by courtf'sy, but as a matter of right; and they \yill be satisfied 
with nothing less. The attempt to exclude them has already caused 
much unneighborly feeling, and, if continued, will occasion wrangling 
and quarrelling on the fishing grounds. The end, no one is \vise 
enough to I()[(>,'<:e. 

The colonists have toiled a whole generation to move the British 
government to "protect them from the aggressions of the Americans." 
They klve apparently, and for the moment, accomplished their object. 
B~t will they themselves catch a fish the more, or become a single 
gumea the richer, in consequence of the opinion of the crown lawyers 
and of ~orcl Stanley's t\VO despatches? They have achieved a state­
paper VIctory, at the .expense of right and of humanity. Some of our 
countrymen have neIther the money nor the credit to procure and fit 
out the class of vessels required in the Newfoundland and Labrador 
fishe~i~s, and are ~ompelled by the ,necessities of their position and 
condItIOn to resort, m the smaller crait, to the coasts of New Brunswick 
and Nova Sco!i~ to earn subsistence. Exclusion to such, is a great 
wrong. Nay, It IS a wrong to colonists themselves, and to hungry and 
starving women a~d children, whom they always meet on p31,ticular 
parts of the ~~lomal coasts when making their "spring fare.... and 
whose neceSSItIes they seldom refuse to relieve, even to therr O\Vn 
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deprivation. The fact is not to be disputed. I\or is this all. Our 
fishermen are often of service in other respects. I have room for but 
a Sill,~l(' in~tanr;e. In a gale, in 1845, at Shippi[':m *-within one of 
the interdicted" bays," be it remembered-upwards of one hundred 
British fii'lwrmen, exposed to the fury of the storm in open boat;;:, were 
prescrn;d from death by the courage and exertions of the Americans 
13lere, who were fishing in decked vessels. 

The ;Ict of o\O\'H Scotia, passed in lS:)G, claims om attention. Under 
this law nn American ves~d "preparing to fish" within three miles of 
tlJl: CU;l.st is liable to lie ft)rieited; Iltc 071'IIe1' or c1l1illllllit r:/ slIc1, I'lssc1, in 
cosc of St;z/tTe for an allcgcd violation if this or ~r any other prorision r:r'rltc 
lall;, 'i8 rr;fJltirtd to show (futt thac WIIS no grollJIIl a/seizure or to l'il!! treUe 
costs; tbe owner or claimant is <llso compelled to appeal in)m the 
sr:izing officer to the admiralty court, and try his action there within 
thrr'r: months, or to lose all remedy; the owner or c];limant is compelled 
to [five one month's notice of his intention to contest the lec;,dity of the 
sei;lln', and to embody in such notice (,V(TY fHet and circl~111;;t;':1lc:e on 
which he means to rely to prove the srizllfe without good C<Insr, and 
to ,~h(J\v, before tri;Jl, that the seizing 0111('('[' has been n()tiJi.,tl ill Jorm, 
and within the time prescribed. The f'('izin,!i officer, on the 1)1 lIlT hanel, 
muy inllict the most wanton injury, awl Cc'C';qK' unharmed. The] 3th 
"ITlioll provide,,,, "tlmt in I';I."C allY infrlrmatinn or suit ~11;llll)l' l)fOUC!lIt 
to trial on ;J('count of ,my ,wizure m;ltk under this act, anel a w~rdiet 
shall I if' found IClr the ('I:lilll;mt 1iJl'n'ot; and the .i\l(l~e or court Iw(i)re 
whom ttl!' (';111SI' "h"ll havI' IWI'n tried stwllc(Tl if\' on tIll' record that 
tl/f')"(~ WilS proli:lblc C;IWW of :·.:('izm(', tlw claimant' shall not be entitled 
tf) <Illy l'I).~I" or "llil, nor :-:II,lll tlJl: I'ITc'11tl \dJO made SllI'h seizure 1)(' 

H 'I'hiH gal" \riIH IIll til" 18th of July. 'I'll" :\[irallli"lli (:I""",'r, IIf ,\,,,,,,,, !I, tbll' sl",]'" of 
it and of Ill" lIululO\\'n I llll na lit' ,\,,"'ri"'lll f"aptaillH: "( III ti"~, 1,'"'lb ultimo rbis pi,,.,,, ,y"S yi,it"d 
\\illl one "f till' IIII1St, fenrful g:.J,', ""'1' r"lllelul"'I"I',1 I,l' till' ,,!.]..sl tish .. nnan. I III thl' morning 
erf 11",1. d"l' till' wind Idl'\\' li~lltly fl'Olll till' ""IIIII\\"'St, IllI,1 II,,· "PI"'an,!,..,' IIf tl,,' ,b~' Sll til)(' 
tllUt, jlYl'l'} hOiIT 1H'loll~illg to ~lIipl'i~:lII, t 1arJ'llll'li't, ill141 ::\li,"'I'O\\", IHIf ()n~tiJ)' till' ti~hillg ~rnllndg, 
willt 1'\1'1) pr{)~~pl,(·t of a t1llj~ ('ilfj'.h. lrp to tlli", tilllP IlIIt. a (~IOllcl WaN to 1)1' NI"'II. 111111 rlJi' 
llnl'iZofl g-avn U4I illail'illiolt of 1111 al'l'l'()lI('hill~ stUl"lll, wlll·n alJollf 10 u, Ill. tho wind \"1'1'1'1'04"1 

rolllill t<l thn lIorl hw""t Ilwl hI,,\\, II pt'l'l;,(,t hllrricnue. Till' ,'illl"I1,'" "I' tht· willll ~"ITil.·,l ,·,,'ry­
tbi,,!.! /11'1;ln' it; I-WIlIIIlIII'I':-;, b1l11t:-;, HIlll l1ilfN wert' u!,t.::('t Hud driyen on ~Ilon·. .AIIl[lll~ .... r rho 
1"'''I,s wlii"h hllli ]l1'I""',,.! .. d to ""n, 1,'a1' and CllllRtl'l1I:1li"n pre,ailed. Th,'y had no ":"'I'II"ri\'(' 
hilI I" \\'i';~h alll·hor :Ill.] I,,' .!ri""lI Iwl;,r" it "II' th,· ImHl; the sea was rllnnin~ mountains-high, 
and n~, from tllll \ jolt,'III'I' 01" thj' willtl, they wI're ullnhle To l'arry ,";;li1. t~\"I'rr ~1iI'("t'e(lil1g 
''''a Ihn'ut('IIP,l I" ellg"1I11'11 (11I'1r lilly harks, By Illi, tiIll" tll"), haLl I",t ,..i~ht "I' lunLl, \rlwn~ 
r.,r(lill:l I "I!, s"II11' .\Illl'ril'lIn ,,'h""IIl'r,. fishill~ fur nWt'kl'rl'l on th,· Dr;IIlill" awl (1!'i,Lan 
1>:,"1; <, h",'1' in Ri~lrt, IIllil, on "",'ill~ tlil' pl.'rillllls situation of the }''':lI,. th':,e humane m'~n 
illlllll·diaf(·ly gut lUhler \,"t'i,~h illlIl Nto(l(l rowarl1:-: thenl. .As the· gall' wa~ illcr(,il,..;i'I~, and tlw 
"..!""ID,'r" ,'"",;d,'r,,}'I,\' t" Iceward, tllL'Y ,i,~lI:.JI,',l them til 1"';11' tlowu, and 1", ,kill 811a !;,""l 
~f';llIlalu.;llip ilHl'l'ily r('~('Ilt'(l ('\"("ry stlnl on 111I:tnl, and Inatle fi-t."r a~ 1l1any ;i~ 1'1I . ..;"jiil .. t(; tlJ.1"· 
""I" " '1II'rS, a)"t dil'l'('r",1 tl"'ir Ulel! (II an,·Jlllr the remaillLler "n the b:mks and 1,,:1"" them to 
tll"ir hiI', By thi, ""101,, ad erer), soul, Ill111HllItinp;tll "lIl·lnmLlretl, wa'sa'ed. On Sarlll'Ll:iy, 
,,1'11'1' th,' villl,'I1"" ofrlli' ~"I,' hnd sflllH'what slll"icl,'"l. rlt .. ,e\w"Il,'rs ,t""a ill for the slt"r" and 
Jan,I,'d I h,' ""'Il nn,l ,"""1,, in ",f("T. ,\ ~mllll \(,,,,,,.\ waR immelliatcly 1'1'1>1'11)'1,,1 and ,k'l'"t"IIi',1 
in ""lIreh (If Ih,' ,",,"1, which had IW"1l 1,'I'r at :lIl('h"r "II the hank at :Iii",'"'' island, (nn'IYe in 
IlUlllllI'r,) a".!, ,rralll!" to Har, j'Jullfl tht'Ul all ""fL', ,\s '''ll\!, of tht' men had I",t their cl"ches, 
1111' AlIIl'ri,·:tu ,'apl aius ~"1\l'rl)u'ly t1i'l riiJu(, "I a Iluantit}' "I' \\'l'ariB~ apparel amongst them. 

"( lrll' "I' till' strIlB!!" ""l'tfliux l'I'port" rhat :Ir 1111' rOlllllll'lll"'Ulent of tlte gall' he p"r""iy(',J 
81'\"1'1"111 boal ~ I.', hOl'il1~ 1J1.';lril.\'. und '-UIl'(' lip tit l"l:'lldt·r ~tllH(' ns . ..;i~tll11(·(·. hut (I ~ rh,'y d j".~;q)IH>nrt'l(l 
""I\,l<-llly it i~ li'art>,l tl,,',. Ii",,\, llll ~Olle ll,m\): it i" "11'1'''''''\ they lwlllll!!l'll r" tlie Caud,1a ;;i,l .. , 
!l is 111111'11 (" lli' r,'~['I'1 (",I that lleither the nallle'" "I' the schooners nor ,,1' till: captains are known 
here, in order thut they Illay be publicly tha.u.keJ. 
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liable to any action, indictment, or other suit or prosecution, on account 
of such seizure; and if any action, indictment, or other suit or prosecu­
tion, shall be broug-ht to trial against any person on account of such 
seizure, wherein a verdict shall be given against the defendant, the 
plaintiff, bc:"icks the thing seized, or the value thereof, shall. be entitled 
to no more than twopence damages, nor to any costs of SUlt, nor shall 
the defendant in such prosecution be fined more than one shilling." 
No Arneric;m citizen C;lll speak of this infamous law with calmness. ,V ell did Mr. Forsyth * say that some of its provisions were" violations 
of \rell-c"tablishec1 principles of the common law of England and of 
the principles of nIl just powers and all civilized nations, and seemed 
to be eXfJrc~sly designed to enable her Majesty's authorities, with 
perfect impunity, to seize and confiscate American vessels, and to em­
bezzle, almost indiscriminately. the property of our citizens -employed 
in the fisheries on the coasts of the British possessions." Well, too, 
did '\fr. Evcrettt sti.!:?;matize it as possessing "none of the qualities of 
the law of civilized :-'tates but its forms;" and 1\1r. Davis, t as being" a 
la,,- of a shameful ch,1racter," and "evidently designed to It'galize 
marauding upon [In industrious, enterprising class of men. who have no 
means to ClIlltcWJ \yith tiuch sharp and unwarrantable weapons of war­
farf'." 

These are strong expressions; but they were uttered by gentlemen 
who measure their words, and are entirely true. Nay, more; for I 
shall presume to aeld that the politicians of Nova Scotia remind us of 
the theory of Hohlics, who maintained that the natural state of man is 
a state of ~war ,lg:lillst all; since these very loyal gentlemen are in con­
tinual dispute with one another, \yith the government of the mother 
country, with British su~iccts in other colonies, and with the people of 
the United Stntes. In ±~lct, these persons, in their v;lrious contests, 
haye succeeded in making Nova Scotia the Barbcuy power of this hem­
isphere. It was contended in England, as late as the opening of the 
present century, that the capture and sale of an English ship by AI­
get-ines was a piratical seizure. I am disposed to regard the proceed­
ings against Anwric:m fishing vessels, under the authority derived from 
the act of 18:J6, as open to the same objection. When, in 18:2-1, young 
Howard and his associates rescued the Ruby and the Reiudeer from 
the possession of tllt' captors, the British government-as we have seen­
made formal and repeated demands for reparation; but it may be diffi­
cult to show what other or greater right to interpret the convention of 
1~18 can pos-.;ibly.belong to a British colony. than was exercised by 
th1s party of Amencan youth. If Nova Scotm may lawfully interfere 
with, and lcgishte UpO~l, a matter which.is entirely national, so lUay 
1'rL:-'3~achusetts and l\IaH~e. That colony IS but a dependency of the 
Bntish crown; the colomal armed cutters are mere corsnirs, and their 
seizures of our property are acts of piracy. The sea-robbers hold our 
v.(,~"~ls at their mercy. The act of .1836 places them above respon­
SIbIlity, and screens them from pumshment. The term "prepar·ing to 

.. Despatch to Mr. Stevenson, February 20, 1841. 
t Letter to Lord Aberdeen, April 2, 1845. 

* Letter of Ron. John Davis to the fishermen of1.1asaachusetts, September 1, 1852. 
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fish," allows them to seize our vessels under every imaginable pretence. 
Tlw repairing of damages to sails, rigging, and boats; the arranging 
or reeling of lines; the preparation of bait; the eating of food; the 
lTil'nrling flf garments, are all prohibited-for all are performed with ref­
erence to the main objects of the voyage. An American vessel, when 
within tiJw(: miles of the coast, or when in a harbor for shelter, cannot 
escape seizure, if the colonial cutters enforce the law; for it is obvious 
that everything done on board may be embraced in the comprehensive 
wurtls-" preparing to fish." The act is a flagrant yiolation of the 
convention, which restricts us in certain particulars, when within three 
marine miles of the colonial shores; but" preparing to fish" is not 
amon,[( the interdictions. The convention provides, "That the Amer­
icar: fishermen shall be admitted to enter such bays or harbors for the 
purpose of shelter, and of repairing damages therein, of purchasing 
wood amI of obtaining water, and for no other purP():,c "whatever; but 
tl]('y shall be under such restrictions as m;IY be nece,,';;Ii-Y to prevent 
their taking, drying, or curing fish therein, or in any other manner what­
('\'t'r abusing the privileges reserved to them." What, then, is the 
common scnse construction of these ,vords 1 I r('ply, tha.1 a fishing 
vc ',';,.;,.j at home, secured at her owner's wharf: is said to be "preparing 
to fish," when, among other things, her crew me "repairing" her, and 
arc takin,C!. in "wood" and" water;" and that a repetition of these act:'!, 
wilen in a ('olonial harbor, con;;titutes the same preparation. If this 
interpretation is just, it follows that while our vessels cannot take, dry, 
or cure ii"b ,vi thin the colonial hm"hof", or within three miles of certain 
clllIJlli;ll 1.'0;,,,1 s, they can prepare to do one and all, ,vbene',', T n,-,('('s~ity 
arises; n';jltlnf;ibll' only fi)r "alJl[sing the privilc,l!Y::; rcsc[V".l tu tllj'li1." 

The <I11:-;urdity, the inhumanity, of the pn't"ll"jolh set up hy 1\1)\"a 
f':;l" II i:l, ('an Ill' ;;hown by the report of one of her own oinceri3. "I 
ha.\".~ SC'('lt," says Paul Crow('I1,* (February, IS:,):!,) "ill.,taltl'l's where 
AlJlI'ric':llt vl's:-:ds had I)('('n lishing tIll' \\'IItJle of the (by, and towards 
('vc,!tillg, ;1 ,<.;;dc springing up, they \V('n' J;)rtTd to run fi)r a harbor ",ith 
finy (lr si"ly II;IITt'1s of ti'e;;l! mackerel on c11'L'k; and if :':' Iting those 
li"li is U111kr,.:/oo(l curing fish-which I think is the only ,yay in which 
III; It' kC'l"(, I 1';111 J ll' curell-under th()se circumstances thl'se 111'IIp11:' must 
ens!. (Iwir 6.sh into the sC'a again, or run the risk of having the vC'ssel 
and (,;Ir,~n :"c;z('d." 

And ;1~~liJt: "\\-]1('11 cruising in the schooner Telegraph, 1Gst fall, being 
in Little.: C;Il1:'(), an AIl1("riL'an vC'ssel la,- ncar. ObstTyinO' the men - ~ 
busily "tllpl()YC::11 on tkck, I manned my boat and boarded her; I 
fountl (hC'I~ "l,nploycd grindil~g bait f()l' mackerel. The captain ap­
l)(';m'd ({Iltlt' Innocent, and SaId he hacl been so careful that he had not 
takcll a jlll)~kr while in the harbor. This might be understood' pre-

, t' I '" parIng 10 I'; I. 

Tlli" gl,lttkman, to his honor, refused to seize the yessels to which 
Iw rc'I;'r~; but, under the new construction of the conH.'l1tion, they 
w,'rc all 11Iiz('", He states truly, that mackerel cau,c:Ilt on the eve of 
!l ,!!:Ik, and not dn's,;cd and salted at sea at the pc-ril of human life, 
C;IIItJ(J( II(' .. ,,:t ycd" in a colonial harbor resorted t(l for sbC'lter, without 

• The Crow()lla of Cape Cod are of the same lilleage, 
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involviuo- the 10s5 of vessel and cargo; and that confiscation also awaits 
those who, in the same barbarous precincts, presume to use a bait­
mill! The degree of civilization in colQnial legislation is wonderful, 
;mo without a parallel, except in TUllis or Tripoli.* 

As the concluding topic, we pass to examine into the ca~ses of the 
seizure of our vessels, by ships of the crown and by the colomal cutters, 
for alleged" <1.Q.C!Tcssions." 

Chronol, ',£;lc<ll order is not material to the inquiry, and will be dis­
regarded. 1n many cases we have the seizing officer's own account. 
Thus says one: 

" I found the said American schooner Rebecca at anchor, cleaning 
fish and throwing the offal overboard. It being fine weather, and they 
having three barrels of water on board, with a sufficient quantity of 
wood, I detained her, and took her to St. John." 

Again, reports the same officer to his superior: 
" I found the American fishing schooner vVilliam anchoring in Gull 

cove; the weather was fine until after she got in, when it came on 
foggy, with light breezes; and they having two barrels of water on 
bOJ.rd, which myself, ;:\1r. T(ll1s-,';m, and boat's crew subsequently used 
from, and plenty of wood, I detained her." 

Still again: 
" I received information from the fishermen at Gun cove, as well as 

from the master and crew of the fishing schooner Minerva, of Grand 
Menan, that:1ll American schooner was at anchor at Beal's passage. 
I \vent out from Gull con', and saw her there; at nine o'clock in the 
cvcllillP; I blJardecl her, \vhich proved to be the American fishing 
schooner (;a1eon, and fimnd all the crew asleep. On questioning the 
master the reason of his being there, he told me he had come to throw 
the gurry (affcll of the fish) overbocud. They not being in want of wood 
or wuter, and a fine fuir wind for them, I detained her, got her under 
weigh, and ran for Gull cove, a direct course for their fishing ground. 
What the crew of the h"t mentioned vessel asserted in their protest is 
aut true. I never said that I would release their vessel, but told them 
that it was not in my power to do it, as they h:lll decidedly violated 
the treaty of convention between England and the United St'ltes; but as 
they pleaded poverty, saying their vessel was their sale support, I told 
them I would recommend their case to Captain Hoare, of the Dotterel, 
my commanding officer." 

The scbooner Battelle was seized for setting nets in a harbor, and for 

* As an inRtull('f) of the f,tlsehooils resorted to in Nova Scotia to inflame the minds of the 
CJ)lonial fishermen, I eitc the following paragraph which appeared in a Halifax paper in 1,'"-15: 

"ltIllc/ccTcl jislwry.-About fuur hundred vessels engageu in the mackerel fishery (from too 
coast of Nova Scotia and ,9aI~e Breton) nnived at the port of Gloncester (United States) on 
Sunday, Septemher 27. 1hO:I1' e:ugues averaged one hundred barrels. Thus this fleet had 
upw<1rds of torty thousand barrels uf fish-pretty pickings enough! The whole catch of our 
provincial fi£hermen will not ex('""d ten thousand harrels." 

There is one other" fish story" eClnal to this, namely: Some six hundred years ago, a woman­
fish direct fi:om the ocean made her appearance among the fishermen of Holland, with whom 
she lived awhile in great amity; bnt desiring finally to see her children, she took afrectionaoo 
leave of the kind Dlltchmen, and returned to her old home in the sea where for ano'ht that 
al?pears in history, she is alive at this. day. The skippers above mentio~ed reported t1'llling in 
wlth her on the "coast of Nova ScotIa. and Ca.pe Breton" in 1845 but the veracious Halifux 
editor suppresses the important fact. ' 



305 

this offence was condemned; the Hero was seized became one of her 
crew dressed some fish on shore; the Hyder Ally ,vas seized and con­
demned for usintY nets within three miles of the coast; the capture of 
the Madi:-'on wa~ solely upon the suspicion that her mastt'r had been 
engaged previomly in .an ~ffray ,,,ith the boat of a .Brit~sh man-.of-~ar. 

Mr. Towneau, a mIdshipman of the Dotterel, 1ll hIs exammatlOn, 
gives the fiJllowing account of the seizure of the schooners Reindeer and 
Ruby: . .. . 

" 1 recollect while in Gull cove of havmg receIved mformatlOn on a 
Sunday, from some men and a Mr. Franklin, that several American 
fisbing y('~sds were at anchor in White Head harbor, and that they 
anchored there the evening before; that on their anchoring one of them 
fired three muskets, and said they were armed <md manned and would 
oppose our hoarding them. I acquainted Mr. Jones with the informa­
tion I had received, who went immediately in the small boat to cruise, 
and returned in the evening. He told me that he had boarded an Eng­
lish fishing schooner (Industry) near White Head, who gave him in­
formation that several Americ;1fi schooners ,"ere ;It anchor at Two 
Island harbor, and that they got their wood and water at "'hite Head. 
They fircd several muskets on their anchoring, and told the crew of 
the lndu:o.try they would not allow a man-of:war's boat to board them; 
awl after they completed their wood and water, they shifted to Two 
Island II<I1"hor. We got the yawl under weigh about nine o'clock in 
the evening Llnd went towards Two Island harbor, and anchored about 
two o'clock ill tlw morning. At daylight w(-' observed s{'I'cr;1l vessels 
at anchor ;It Two Island harhor, and shortly after got under weigh, 
\\'IH'n W(' chased them. Obscn'ed three of them hsbed together, and 
all the ncw s collt-cted on board the middle one. '\ V e ordered them to 
,;,cpara((', which at fir:"t they reillsed to do, until ~fr. Joues threatened 
tn fire on them. They dropped clear of each other. \\' e IJOarded 
them, and detained the Americ:m schooners Reitld('(T and Ruby." 

Tile"\' \'('s,,(,I,; W(T(' n'scuE'rl, as has been related, off Eastport. 1\lr. 
Jones, the prize-master, in his repo,t of the affray, "tare:, that-

"It being nIH' \\,[,;1111('1', and tl]('y not lIvitl" in \\ant of wood or water '- .. ' ,-' , 
I. dCla~rJ('d the Reindeer and Ruby, and put their 111'11, with tl](' excep-
~lOn of the masters, on board tIll' 1 \\'() American sdmoners, with provis­
IOns for a pas"<lgc to Lubec, and made sail in the Rcinden and Ruby 
for St. Atldrew's, through East Quoddy. About G p. m., ,,,hen abreast 
of harbor De Lute, I observed two schooners, and an open boat full of 
armed men, mu,;kets and fixecl bayonets, Iloist ing American colors· one 
of them went alongside Mr. Towneau, in the Rubv, boarded and took 
th~ arms from him and his three men: the one abi't:lst of me' was kept 
off for about a quarter of an hour, when they commenced firina' into 
us. Though with gr~at reluctanc:, I thought it most prudent t~ sur-, 
render to such supenor force, havmg but four men, one musket, and 
three cutbss( 'i' • 

. " On deliw'l"ing them up, I found there were in the t\VO schooners 
1bout a .llllm!red armed men, (inclu~ing the cre,Y" of the schooners, 
about t1urty In numher.) the rest havll1g the appearance of militiamen 

.:W ,. 



306 

and headed by a Mr. Howard, of Eastport, said to be captain in the 
United ~tates militia."* 

The Magnolia was charged with fishing while at anchor in a harbor, 
but the ma:-,ter averred that he caught no fi~h within fifteen milf~s of the 
('00 8t; that he wlC'nt into the harbor for shelter, and for wood and water; 
and that his only offence consisted in the purchase of a barrel of her­
rings for 1m it. The Magnolia was, however, condemned. 

The Independence, on her way from the fishing ground to a colonial 
port to get a comp;lss repaired, and to procure water, encountered a 
gale ,\hich required her to put into an intermediate harbor, where she 
lent her nets, for a single 11ight, to a British fisherman, and was seized 
an(1 confiscated. 

The master of the Shetland, importuned by a lad, sold him a pair 
of trou~('rs, one pound of tea, and six or eight pounds of tobacco, for 
'shieh he received four dollars. The seizing officer himself confessed to 
the A meri('an consul at Halifax that he gave the boy the money to in­
duct' the ma:-;ter to sell the articles mentioned. The Shetland" escaped 
condemnation," says the consul, "by the merest accident;" she was 
rcll';I:-,(,<1 on paYlllt'ut of about six hundred dollars expenses. 

Thc complaint against the Amazon was for selling gOo<;ls on the 
coast. The charge W~lS denied, and was not proved. She was restored 
on payment of $13.') 88, as follows: 

Cnptain TAYLOR, master if tlte scltOO1/er Amazon, 
To DU.\'CAN McMILLAN, 

1 S39. To sundry nttendance on said vessel. ____________ _ 
Jame5 Turnhull's fees. _____ . __ ... ___ . _. __ . _ .. 
1\Ir. Jolm Bullam's charges fiJf'vharfiJge, storage, &c. 
Lauchlin .McLean's bill fur watching vesseL ____ _ 

DR. 

£21 10 0 
134 
7111 
3 10 0 

34 14 5 

Captain Taylor deposed before the American consul at Pictou, that 
]It,jllg reduced to the alternative of paying this enormous demand, or 
ot "leaving his vessel in the hands of said McMillan, chose the for­
mer, and gave a draft on his owners for the amount; on which his ves­
sel and stores ,vere delivered to him by said McMillan, with the ex­
ception of a rifle and a musket, which the said officer took possession 
of, hcc;lUse "he thought they would get rusty on board the vessel, and 
he would take care of them; and they ,vere not returned, * * al­
though he demanded them from said McMillan. * * "" That 
the said vessel was detained in the possession of the said officer from 
the 7th day of July last until the 21st day of the present month, be­
ing forty-five days, which detention has ruined his voyage, deprived 
the owner of the power of procuring the bounty for the vessel for this 
season, and, together with the other heavy expenses incurred, * . ,. 
the whole loss to the owners and crew of the said vessel, in consequence 
of such seizure, cannot amount to less than from two thousand to two 
thousand five hundred dollar£." 

* This statement we have shown to be ineorrect in several particulars. 
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The consul, in a communication to ~lr. F or,;)'th, after the Amazon 
had prr,(:cC'rbl to sea, remarked, that "the (as I apprehend it) un­
j'l~tifi;d']c detention of that vessel led not only to the destruction of her 
intended vny;lgf', but, as I am informed, to her total loss in a gale on 
the coast flf Cupe Breton, soon after she was released." 

The ell;lrle", drifting from her anchorage under a fresh wind and 
heavy ~C<l, (acconling to the account of her ma~t('r,) put into a harbor 
for sh(·,lter, and was seized. The British minister at ,,'ashingt'Jll, \\'ho 
considered th<1t she W<I" a lawful prize, <!lkges no (,ff;~ne," e~cept th<1,t 
a shir-of-war found her "at auc:hor in ~belburne hGrhor, iuto which 
slu: IIIIIII/ot I)N'1I ririlJf'It by stress rl1flea(/ter. From that 1I"rl",r ~I\I' had 
already sailed once, after having previously anchored there, and had 
rr-Illrllu/ a ,'<i'collli lime, bdi'fI: sbe was captured l)y the ~\rQl1",* Ilu: 
wCfJ,(her l)(;illg jillC (inri moderate the whole time. She was accordi!!,!.!:!y <1,,­
ulined by C"ptain Arabin, U)f a breach of the ;Iet ;')!I (;" 'j,,!' , III, 
dWJilf~r 38, P;I""Crl filr the prot,'clillil of tlw British fi"\lI'ri"", in CO!l­

fiJr~ity with the stjpl:la\iOl~,S of t1H' ('''li\Tlil ilJt1 cn]wlwlcd l)('t\\'(,"11 his 
l\bj<':'fy;I/](] the UOltcd :--;f;I1"~ "II tIle :lOth Od,d)"I', 1')]'), ()n the 
!":l1I1f' grounds that v(,,,,,d was sulJ:wII'lf'otly conckmned h:' the yi"l:­
admiralty ('''111'1, at ~1 . .JOIIII, in the pwville,' ,,!, .\cw Drun;;\\'ick. 

"'Vith r('g;1I'I1 to ill(' f:'[llippilJg oftlw "aid ,~r'hll"lli'r I,!, tIle c<lptain ot 
thr Argw<, and clcsl':ltcllillg III'l'in quest of ~nIU!!,!!:1'T", Y'JU \\'ill 111.­
serv<" "iI', that Aflmiral [<';i1li(' <lcklJllwl(,d"!"" tllat ;11'1 I,. lJ;I\·(,III'I'll 

irn:gll];,r; hut III', ;It 1111' ,,;lIlII' time, "I;,ti':' th'"t irn ',~lIlarit:, to hayc bccn 
pr;wI j,,(,d llH'1l 1il!' tllC first tillH', awl ;mnOLllI<:('" that Ill' h;l:' t;!l,I'J1 
IJW;J"llrt·:c; ti/l' prevl'lttill,l!; the l'lTlllTeIlC(' ,,1' it." But IIII' Ch;lrlt-,~ Wet."; 

condl'n1tled. 
'I'll(' Hart, whill' in a harbor un' ",o"d and \\';Iter, ""si,,,t,'d "Iii' Drilwll, 

a Brili"h sllh,i""t, (;IS fishermen often do,) and \\';I.~ :"'iz,:d ;mel ('on-
1\"111111'(1. II,'r 1lI;I"t,'/' made oath that IH' lw<i .. III'Y' '1', at ;!llv "II" time, 
j'{'llt;,illl',j ill any harhor or pl:lI.'C' jin' a IOB!.!:('[ period t!l;m t'w"Ii1y-I;'llr 
IJllllr,~; that lIcit\wr Ill' nor lIis el'l'\\', :-;illCl' her dcpartur,' ii""U D"I.:r 
i,.;l;lIIcl, havI' (;lk"l1 or pwparl't! to (;lk" {dl of allY kind "I' (/.-.nip/ion, 
wiLh IWIS, I illl ':', Of ill allY IIwnllt'r, at ;1 dist;l\lcC frolll the ('oa4 ks" than 
linet'n mill'';.'' And Browll d,'I'''''''.! that tlll' Hart 11,111 ti'l'I!'l"lIl,',j tha 
'l'uskl'l. i"l;lI1<1s, "WIH'Il, in his 1l('lil.~l; shelter ''';)S 11l.'('I'':~;lr,,;'' !llat she 
""'<IS al",,,\',; hl'ou!.!:h( to ruwh'lr close til his own ycs":L,i;" that" he 
verily IlI'li, ,\",.1 tlt,,(' JlO herring: or otber killd:, "I' fish were taken hy the 
IT('\': within or 1I1';lr to the :c;;;i<l isltmcls ;" that when at these isbncls, 
"hatl her tT('W ;III"lllpll'd to fish, or to sd lidS, he must It,,\',· heen 
"w" n' "fit;" and tit" t he ~;IYl' the ma:::ter, anLl one of the men, "two 
,llld a h:111' h;nrd", of !wrri;lg ;1" a recompen;;e for ;1:-,,,i:,tilJ,Q him, at his 
nq'I('~(, in picking herrings ii'om his nets, and in dre~"ill,~ and "alting 
fi,~II." 

TIll' Eliza carried mny one of her main chRins, and put into a harbor 
to rl'pair tlj(' d;I/II;I,"!"'; she was sl'iz,'d, but released on payment of a 
<:luilJl lit' Illl'I'l' Illllldn,tJ and thirty-nine dulbr" and lifl\'-"ix cent;;, the 
amollllt of cXIII'"''l''' illeHrn,d dUl:ing her unhnviul detention. 

The ~l:ty!l(l\\"('[' wa:, carrlCll into port, but finally rl'storcll on pa.y-
----'~-~----'----.,---------------

• Fvnnerly of thi l\U(l'U Stuit's ual')'; captureu in the war of I:: 1:2, 
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men1 of a bill of three hundred and one dollars and twenty-five cents, 
";l:,;:,;('C'c;('d" against her by her unjust captors; the agent preferring to 
liquidate the claim rather than to risk further difficulty. 

The Three Brothers, relates Lieutenant Paine, in a letter to Mr. 
Forsyth, (1839,) "having met with some injury by grounding, com­
menced lightening; but the captain was advised to apply for permis­
~ion, and did so: the permission was refused, and the articles landed 
(some borrels of salt) were seized. This was afterwards ordered to be 
restored to the owners, but had already been sold; and the proceeds 
arr now in the hands of the collector of customs at Charlottetown, 
subject to the orders of the honorable the board of customs in London, 
and cannot be claimed by the owners without first entering into bonds­
probably ten times the amount of the salt seized." 

A second vessel, called the Charles, having fitted for the Magdalene 
herring 1iC'hery, (sclYS the collector of the customs of the district of 
Frrnchman's B:lY, Maine, in a communiration to Mr. Forsyth,) "after 
making her fi:tre, on her return put into the harbor called Pirate Cove, 
near the Big Gut of Canso, and had not lain there twenty-two hours, 
when the schooner was boarded by an officer of the revenue, called a 
seizing officer, and by him takeD possession of and carried to Guysbor­
ough. Th(' only pretence for this seizure was, that the schooner was 
under cod-fishing license, and had on board herrings. The vessel, after 
a Lletention of nineteen days, W:lC' given up by directions from Halifax. 
That ill the time of said seizure, the officer took from him ten barrels 
of his herrings, which have never been returned; and the remainder of 
his cargo, by the detention, has been nearly a11lost. The name of the 
~cjzing ninClT wao; John G. Marshall." The master of the Charles, he 
add s, "is a \Try poor man, and totally unable to bear such a loss. It 
is at bis request I write to solicit the aid of the government in his be­
halt; knO\ving of no manner in which he can obtain compensation for 
hiC' !OC'C'l'C; 1i'om this British officer, but through his own government." 

The allegation against the Pilgrim was that her lines were cast, and 
fish caught, 'within one and a half mile of the shore. After her copture, 
her lIl:I:-;tt'r, a,.;C'isted by one of the prize crew, rescued her. The Di­
rector and Pallas were seized for" aggressions," which do not distinctly 
appear in the official papers, amI were" ultimately wholly lost to their 
owners," \v}m claimed redress; but, as is believed, none was obtained. 

Thc Java, the Hero, and the Combine, were probably condemned 
for good CilUSl'. vVith regard to the first, however, it may be said, that 
the American consul at Halifitx, feeling a deep sympathy for her owners, 
gave directions for her purchase at' the government sale, "if it was 
possibll', by so doing, to save these poor men from ruin." 

In the case of the Washington, there was no pretence whatever that 
she had committed any offence under the convention. When captured, 
she was ten miles from the coast; but being within the headlands of the 
Bay of Fundy, was made prize of, merely on the claim set up that we 
could not rightfully fish in the waters of that bay. The Argus was 
seized off' the coast of Cape Breton, and fifteen miles from the shore 
llpon the same general ground. Her owners, in a letter to Mr. Calhoun' 
Secretary of State, say that she "had two hundred and fifty q uintal~ 
of fish on board;" that" the vessel was valuable. to. them and to her 
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crew, who were turned on shore without funds or means to help them 
home." 

The Hope was captured without cause; was tried in the court of 
admiralty, and restored. Her master and crew had previously exerted 
themselves to ~ave the lives of the crew of an EnQ'lish vessel. 

The Commerce was seized in the Gulf of St. L~wrence. The cap­
tain ~t;ltf'S the filets as follows: "'Vhile employed," ~lP S,i)"S, in dress­
ing the mackerel which they had caught (on that day,) "there C:lme on 
a g;1 k so severe that the vessel was h(J\'e do\yn on her beam-ends; part 
of th,: fish, to the amount of fifteen harreLs, W;iS washed overbo:1rd, the 
rest being stowed in the hold; the only boat was carried away, and the 
gih Was split in two." The next morning, being near the harbor of 
Port Hood, h.e thought" it prudent to put in to repair sail~, and pro­
cure a IJ(,;It. On arriving there he camc to ;lIIchor, at 9 o'clock; and 
while saltillg the fish, to keep them from spoilinC[, and waiting for tlw 
saiL., to dry," the commander of a colonial cutter came on IJlJarcl, from 
:w old bLlCk fishing-sbllop, with (,]r:v('n men, amI tole! bim that he 
"had viobl('d the treaty by salting his mackerel in tIl(' had)!)r." The 
cololJial officer" put the men, excl,!,t two, on ~11(Jre, without mom':; or 
friends, "mel took the vl's,d, with the captCiin ~Itld the 1\\'() other wen, tl) 
tbe (;ut of C;I!i~(), when' his eutkr was lyilJ~, and Oil the f()n)\\jll~ 
day to Aridlat. Tile vl,,,,,d W:IS JII'[(' ,.:1 ripped of her ,.:ails :1II:! rig­
gillg." On a hearing bcti,rc lilt' admiralty ('(Jmi, tlte ('''llllllfTI'e was rc­
kas,'d; and, cOlltinll('S the (,;11'1;lill, hp "]'I'cei\(,d :10 ordf'!", \\'hil'h \\';13 

scaled lip, add['(,,,,~(,d to till' ollinT at Arichat, c1in'clill!..>:. :IS JlI' \\';u; in­
fi'rII II'd , the c!1';lram:c of his v('""f'! li'I'I' of all ,'xlwn:,,':', anll k:l\'ill~ 
him t() gl't hack ;I.~ III' could. On arriving at Aridl:!t, Ilt' fouwl one 
anchor tukc'lI from his v('ssd, and he W:IS compellecl tn pay $:l:l j;,r 
wlnd:I,!!;':, ;11(([ fi.lt" laking C:lrt' of tIll' VI'''''I'l.'' Thf' ,\nwric;m ,'I/:l:mI 
for {~;'lw Breton, Nova ~c()tia, and Ncwt()ul1l1bnd, ('orrobor,l\"S tIll' 
captain in the most important particulars. He rem'lrks: ,. Ufr Prim'f' 
Edw:lrd J:.:Lmd,onc of Ollr fishitlg-V(',,":l'ls 1",,1 her ]''':It :l\Icl il',jlll','d 
her sail", and was obliged to pnt into Port Hood fur n h:lrlur. 'Vbile 
then' till' (';Ij,t;,itl was cl(,;lllill.!..>: ~Ollll' III' his macken·l, Wlll'll bis \,I·~,~d 
was sl,jzl·d hy the British reVCHUC cutter ant! taken into Aricbat, \\,here 
till' n',~sl·l W;IS stripppd of all her sails. A" soon :18 I Iward oftbe par­
ticubrs ii'Dlll my ('oll~\Ibr :t!.!,t'nt at Port HnoQ, [ immedi:ttl'lv inform",l 
our ~(I\'ITtllll('rlt- of the Clcts', ,mel bill the case before the aU-lhorities at 
Hali!:,x, wh". alln a debv of ~tllm' thn'(' Illontbs, L'oncluded to ITk':lse 
the v,'",,"wl; the COllSt'lltlC[;Ce W;IS, the owners \\'1'1'1' put to great ex~ 
pen,.;,·, and the captain and crew, mall!) q/whom fwd fill/Se families, ll}.'t 
tluir whole .fishillg sca,~{/I/." 

TIH' Humber of 11m fishing vcssels seized between ISIS and 1351 
W:l:>. lith-IIilt'; of whit'h, tWt'II\v-"ix were releasl'tl without trial or by 
dC'.'!'I'I' ;,f the admiraltv court, nIH! twenty-live were condemned. Th-e 
C;L~I'.~ \\,hieb Wt' haYt' -('x;lmined emhl'a~c upwards of one-half uf the 
wlj(,jl~ number captured during a period of more than thirty years. 
Filit'('lI (Jl' sixtt'('11 thousand Vtly"gC's, at tIw lowest cmnputation, must 
hav(' IWl'tI III Ilk til the co;!sl of :"Iova ~cotia, 1\'('\\' BruII,;\\'iek, and l'I'illf"~ 
Eward lsbnd; and yd, IltltwitlH:lllding the hostile spirit whicb ha,; Iwcn 
uElIlilesled )'} the 1ir:it-n~lled cololl}, from the fir:,t, and notwithstanding 
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the inducements held out to the colonial officers by the provisions of 
the act of 1836, there have been barely fifty-one prizes. In view of 
this {,Ict, the story of "American aggressions," with which the world 
has rung for upwards of a generation, becomes a mere fable. 

(>1' the (,;ISI'S which we have noticed somewhat minutely, there is not 
one of a flagrant nature. Those of the Reindeer and Ruby are seem­
ilH.;ly such; but whoever reads the statement of the British officer with 
c;~re, will hardly find satisfactory proof, even by his own showing, that 
the muskets of which he sp('"ks were fired from these very vessels, or 
that the!} were concerned in the outrages of which he complains. Cer­
tain it is, that the mastt'!"s and owners, who were known to me, denied 
the allegations made against them; and that the injustice of the seizure, 
and the tardy redress to be obtained by an application to our govern­
ment-os understood ~lt the time-were the causes of the rescue. 

The pretences upon which some of the twenty-eight vessels iriduded 
in our examination were seized, are disgraceful beyond degree; and 
that of the numher, several were condemned without the shadow of a 
]"(';I."on, bey( md the po\'erty of the owners, the iniquitous provisions of 
the ;I('t (If b:3fi, awl the enormous expenses which attend litigation, 
cannot 1)(' doubted. 

The Allwrie,m consul at Halifax, addressing the executi.ve of Nova 
Sco1 i:l on the sul~ject, o1>sc)"\'( 'll to his Excellency, that "a claimant 
Wll,.:t be in a situation to procure funds to employ lawyers, and to pay 
1](';lvy c()mt (''-:1>('nses undt'r the vice-admiralty table of ft'es; which 
t':tl111ot he done ill any of these cases, as I am informed by professional 
mel1, ul)(lcr "n :It1vance of at least thirty or forty pounds currency: 
addlll!..; to this tIle security of sixty pounds, it is C'vident that the owner 
of eae it y('ssel so seized must either send on funds or letters of credit to 
t]J(' t''-:1t'l1t of one hundred pounds, before he can oppose the seizure, or, 
fltll<'nyi."<', the' V(:,i'sel will or may be condemned by default. 

" This sum is, perhaps, as much as any of these small vessels are 
worth, ;ll1d the claimant, if able to pay it, must actually place at hazard 
the one hunch-cel pounds mentioned, in addition to his property seized; 
and ;dtll()ugll, IH'rbaps, quitt' innocent of any offence, must depend upon 
the 111(J\'l'rhial uncertainty of litigation for the recovery of any part of 
the property or money in such danger." 

In a communication to the o\vners of the Argus, he says: 
" Tbe expenses in the court are vcry heavy, and previous to defend­

ing it suit, the judge requires security to the amount of three hundred 
dolbrs; ":0 that, generally speaking, it is better to let the suit go by de­
f~wlt, and purchase the vessel after condemnation." 

LiClI1t'lJant P;line, previous to his cruise in the Grampus, entertained 
the opinion which has often been expressed during the disturbances of 
the present year, (1852,) that "the vessels seized had been generally 
guilty of systematic violation of the revenue laws;" but he confesses 
that he "was soon led to suspect that this was not the cause, so much 
as a pretence for seizing." And he states further, that" a vessel once 
seized must be condemned, unless released as a favor; because the 
owners will not claim her under the present laws of Nova Scotia, where 
the only seizures have taken place." . 

T he consular agent of the V nited States for the port of Yarmouth. 
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who is a legal gentleman, and a person of great private worth, goYe 
the (JpiniolJ, in the cases of the Independence and the Hart, that "the 
evidence wos insufficient to authorize their seizure;" yet we have seen 
that 1)oth were confiscated. Mr. Barnes, the na\'1Il officer of Bllctl JIl,. 
in reply to the collector of that port, \Y]lCj desirerl information in relation 
to the seizures made in 1839, state", that "wlJile at Yarmouth I had 
the plea:;ure of meeting very many highly respectable and intelligent 
gr~lltlemen of that town, wbo seemed deeply to rC~T('t that their (~\Yn 
government officers should ha Y(' proceeded with so much ri~()r 8,~Clill"t 
the Am(Tir'an fishing craft, believing wilh the consul and the ~\ll1ericans 
g(:IH'r;dly, t11L1.t, in a mCljority of elses, the seizures had been made for 
caus(.~ flf tll!' mnst trivial chClracter." He adds: "It is IlI'!'!','!'!ly crr­
tain that our fi.shermen must have the right to resort to the shor,'s of the 
British proviuc,'s fiJr shelter in bad wcatlwl', fiJr fuel, '1OU. fiH' \ntcr, 
U1HrII)li-,-;tf'(l by British armed cruisers, or this imporu,nt lmmch of 
Americ:llI indu,:;try must Iw, to a Yc'ry gTf':lt I'''tl'llt, all;mc!(lli'lll. It 
affi)rds but poor ('oll~flI.Jti()ll 11) tIl!' fi,;]lcrman, \\'h(>,·;(' Y",c,.:"t 11:1": h""ll 
wantonly captured, aud wll() fililb hilJIsdf :md his fii,'nils on shore 
among fim'i,~n{'rs nIrI':uly sllJlJ('i'~lllly pn:i'llli,'"d a~;lilJ.~1 him, \\·itlwut 
provisions :1[1(1 without JI1(lfll'y, to III' tnl(l th:ll the court of yicc-;lIlmirally 
will s('(' that justi,'(; is d()III' bim, alld t hat, if innoc' '111. his \"(,,,.~d will 
I.e n',lnn'd to Ilim. The ('''I"'ll'';'''; of his ddi'nee anu. tlJl' l(l,~" 'Jf the 
fishill,~ ,~(,:''';()II :IJ'I' his ruin." 

Tlw offj",'r who fiJI' many Y(':lr,.: lI1ade t1](' greal"~1 numh'r 1l1' ":'1)­
tun's di(,rl in l~G1. It \\,:1"; tllC' ()pinion of Licutcn:lflt l':lilil', ill 1 .... :)~', 
that he \\';IS "prnmpli'.l <IS wdl Ily his intl,],,,,;t :1": Ily the l'1'l'tlinly flf 
impunily" in hi" ('I)(lrSC 1 I J\Y:I l't!" our countrYlJll'll. \\"e IIl:I." lil)\\' 1':1";" 
lightly ()\'('!' hi,.: ]In)('''l'dings, rcll1arkill,~ Illily tiI:tt, tlli' year l'r'Tillll" to 
his d'T":I";", II<' ll'\'i(,d c()lllrillillillll" 1il'nll "limp 1l1' the ma,.:II'r,; Ill' fi:-dlill~ 
vcs"l'!s lie' mct with, C()llllWllilig thl'lll til gi\'(, him fiYI', 1<'11, Ill' t\\'('nty 
h:lIT(,I" of' IIl:lI'k"n'l, :ll'l'()nling to cirCUll1Sl:IIII'I'oO, un pain of 1':lpturc 
lur I'f'lil,;;d.t 

To :ly"id misnpprchcllsinn,l d,'('m it proper to ()lISIT\'I', in "Illlllu­
sion, tll:ll 1 haYl' not de"igll",l to "I'll:,IJrI' thl' adlllir:illy "Illlrt. .\" lOIle!: 
:liI() [IS tile W:II' of 1,'-'12, th:lt tribunal n':,torl'd to the Al':ld"lIiY of .\rh 
,,'f Phil:J(I"lpllia :t case ot' Il:lli;m paintilJ,~" and prints captl;n',l by a 
British "",.:,';1'1 ,mel S('lIt into H:dit;lx, 011 the ~l'llllml that .. the art:-; [lllll 
scicli," ,,; WLTe admitted to form an ('xl'cption til the Sl'Y('re riuht:, (,f 
warf;lf('." It h:J'; 1(),,1 nonp of it;; r:!t:lr:ll'ter ",ince. Ib (kl'i~inns 1'1',"1 

on till' LIW amI tIl<' tC~(iI11OlI.\", Still, sinCl' intc,!p'ity and lcarnine!: upon 
(III' lH'll<'11 :Ire ill';lI11il'i('nt to illsure ju;;tice without honest witlll':c,';cs 
upon 1 I j(' ,;1: 11111, American Vl'S"I'l" h~l Yl' ::;nnwlin1l's been condemned 
wrolltrfllily. . 

TIl<' di"l'll,.;"inn may end her('. The politicallead(Ts of -:'\<>\,:1 ;-::('1)11:1. 
h" \'" SUI 'l'1 ,(,(kd in disturbing the friendly rt'lations which for~ a Inn,!; 
plTill.l ('XiStc'll Iwt\\'l'l'n England and the l'ni1l'tl ;-::tak...... "\\ e 11:I\'c 

• III l~:\! I. 
tTI,,'r,' ""1'111< 110 ro'",,,n to <1l1l1bt thi. ,;t"(I'IIII'111, which fl','t, ou l\t" ,j"I,larati"n.; IIf the 

p .. r""UH "IIIII'I'rlll"\. It is sui<1, furtill'r, thut {hi. o/fit't'f c1ar ... ,] nM I" ,li'I""" of tht' 11,h ut1:er 
bl' hue! "btailH',1 till'llI, uua that th .. !' w,'ro' sulll'red til ft'maiu in <WI'" II I"n~ lilli'" U"rre~ 
8CUtatiOllS on the suhjl'l'l Were llIuue t(1 Mr, \\' <:I"{"r, ~I'n"tal') of ~["tl', in )larC'L, J -:,~, 
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been on tbe verge of a war," says the London Times, "with a nation 
which, from its identity in race and language with ourselves, would 
have proved a truly formidable enemy-a maritime and commercial 
peoplt' , who would have met us with our own arms, on our own 
element, and visil<'d our commerCe wilh mischiefs similar to those 
whieb "VI; should have inflicted upon theirs. So closely are the two C()1tn­

tries unill <7, //1({1 (VlT!) injur!J we might inflict on our enemy would have been 
almost as injllrilJus to Ollr merchants as bombarding our towns or sinking our 
own slt:ps." And it continues: "It is no exaggeration to say that with this 
people we were I)n the very verge of war; for, had we persevered in 
carrying out \yilb a bigh band, by seizure and confiscation, our own 
interpretation of the treaty, a collision with the American commodore· 
was un:lVoiclabk; and such a collision must almost necessarily have 
been fi}llowed hy a Lrtlwl declaration of hostilities. Now, wbat is the 
questiop \yhieh 11<1s so nearly led to such serious results? It is simply 
whether a certain quantity of salt-fish consumed in these islands shall 
be caupllt by citizens of the l:nite<l States or natives of our own colo­
nies. '1'//1' IJllcstio}[ ZI'/ut/tIT Americ(/n fishermen shall be allou'ed to spread 
their 7/,ls ill tlte ifilll l!l FUlld!! is 0111' in which the pwple 0/ litis country 
IlIll'C I/O im(/gilil/Ue illtcrest: tbpy will neither be richer nor poorer, 
strolJ,~'-'t" nor wL'aker, more admired nor more feared, should they 
,,(,CUrt' the !W)II()!>!)]Y of fishing ill these northern waters to the inhabit­
ants of the Sl':Il'(),I~t of our North American colonies." 

T11(':'l' are significant dcclir;ltions. Still further, says this powerful 
press: ""V" arl', ill t;j('t, in this disagreeable position, that, according 
to tbl' pn'sl'nt compact bctw-('en the mother country and her colonies, 
site i,~ II/;/igcd to Ild,c IIjlljlUlrrc1s iIl1l:!tich her interests are in no way involved, 
alld is bOlilld or,'F 1/.1' sllret!J JlH tlte good belzarior 0/ gorerllmellts and legis­
lillu/l's (fCIIWII'1! b!J f c! illgs, prillcilll(s, and interests totally different from her 
own, IIlId Ii!'er W!/IISC IlclioliS she Itas rl'l/o/llleed all efficient control." 

It is precisely so; and the London Times might have spoken of one 
of tb:,sc l'llj()lli(,,~ CIS did Mr. Burke.-~ "The province of Nova Scotia," 
Sil i(l j)(" "is the Y!)UllgcSt and filVorite child of the board.t Good God! 
what su.ms rltc nursillg Iff tltal ill-lluiccll, hard-risaged, and ill-favored brat 
ll1ls (,(Jsll/II',I' l[·illlll[[lIlIiiol/! Sir, this colony lza~ stood us in a s1lm not less 
t/wn SI'/'CI/ IlIwdrl'lL t/wlls({lld poul/ds. To this da!J, it has made no repay­
ment: it dllcs 1/01 ('/lIlt ,>lijiLJI)rt those offices rf expense which are miscalled its 
gorc)'JIIIII'lit. The whole if tlUlt job still lies upon the patient, callous shoul­
ders 1:/ fILe 1II'I)1'lc 1)/ Ellgland." . 

I have 110t designed, in the strictures which have appeared in this 
paper, to inc7//!!c the great mass of the people of Nova Scotia. Terms 
of s('y(Tity, whenever found, have been designed entirely for the busy, 
restk~s politicians of that colony, who originally stirred up, and have 
kept alive', the existing strife. The people, as a body, I am persuaded, 
entertain no feeling;; of hostility towards us. If allowed, they would 
afford us all possible aid in condul'ting our enterprises in their waters, 

* Commodore Perry, in the steamer Mississippi. 
t Speech on economical reform, Honse of Commons, Febrnary 11, 1780. 
t Board of Tra(le and Plantations. 
n Wltol, wittal, 01' wittul: an old Saxon word. si!mifvin.!r a contented cuckold. 
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and would deal with us in the most neiahborly and liberal mannu. 
They are willing to admit that there are fi~"'h enough both fur themselves 
and for us. We are to spare our censures of co10ni,J fi;;hermen, then, 
and to speak harshly of the political men alone \"ho, f;)r purposes of 
their own, have conceived plans which, if executed, \yill do V;lst injury 
to us, and ultimately to the colonists themselves; for it is not to bp 
overlooked that retaliatory legislation on the p:ut of C(mgrcss would 
utterly ruin the colonial fisheries. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Until the l~st page of this report was put in lype I indulged the (k­
sign to compile and insert a table, to show the condition of the q';1 

fisheries of the United States during the klJ YC;lr" ending in l~.'j(). 
The materiFlls which 1 hnd obtained 'from till' 1,;·j\:t1(, O'olln.'('O' open rll 
me, as digested to satis(y m"y own mind, provcd tilt' decline in some 
branches to have ])('('tt so gr(,;II, (tlw incH';IO'I' of tllC popu];,li()n, alld 
consequently of the conSUlllcr" of fi~h, "(lII:-:id('fI'(l,) that I almot't 
doubted till' accuracy of the rC'sllll~ at whil·1! 1 Olrri\·(,tI. The oniy 
course, under 11lt':'w CiITlllll"f;lllt'(':-:, \\,;1:-: tIl ddt'r the 1'~('('llti"ll ,,[' mv 
plan until 1 could have :Iccess It) official documents at the seat Ilj" :.{II\·­

ernmcnt. 
On application to J. C. C. Krnncdy, r,,'1., :-;llpnillt('IHll'nt nf trw 

Census Ultice, 1 am kindly furni";}ll'ti with tiJ(' ;1t'('()lll]>;llIyili~ ,;t:lti";li('" 
n~lati\'.' to tlli' ('od and mackerd fi,.dlt'ri(''';, which "III)\\' 111;11 till',," br~lJ]dte~ 
of industry werl', in l~;'jO, in a more d('('linin...; statr than I had ;ll'pr,'­
hl'lltil'l!. 1n l\binc, in i'I('W ILtlllp:-:hire, ;lIld ('''"Il('('' ieut, tllt'r('lws I""!l 
l(~"s change than in [\fa:-:';;[('!lll';I'tlS. \\'ilh 1'(',~;lr(l ttl tilt' Jatl('\' :'(;11", I 
incline to b(,liev(' tbat in the amount (If (';'I"1:d illY('"kd, and in tbt' 
IIlllul)('r of lIlcn l'lIlploYI·tl, ;t" wdl ao; ill tilt' V;t111t' of tlJ(' ml')I, tilt' (]..­
Crt'afW (to ('oll:-:idIT the t\\·o fisheries t()g"tlH'l') \\'as OIl<' qllartt:r k~:-: ill 
V~;)U tlwn trn .W;lI''; prt'\'ioll,..:Iv. 

~lTI'll i,..: ('I'rt;lilliv tilt' t:ll'f, if the ,:t;lfi,.;tical matter tilrIljshpd me' hv 
Mr. KI'IlIll,dv II(' ~i.('curate. This matter is otlicial. To ;1';~Il11W that 
tbe rC'tllrtl,; to the CI'II:-:Uf; Bureau art' in<l"I'ul';Jk, or that, if ('::;sl'nl i:dJ\' 
correct when completed by the rl':"pf'l'liYI' local officers, important 
mistakes han' 1)I,t'll made at vVa,,"ill~t(l" in prep;ll'ilig the" abstracts," 
is to cnst sll~pi('ion upon the accuracy of the ('ntin' ,"tatis(ics to be cnn­
tained in thl' l'l'n~lI:-: report; since no reason call be ,!!i \'( 'n for errors in 
till' figure:-: ,li:lt rebt" to the fi,;hcries, \yhiel! ",·ill not apply \vith equ,J 
lim'I' to ('1'0'1/ other branch of our indu:"try. But to admit, for the rlll>­
n1('lIt, that ,:rror:-: do ::tctually exist, it \ViIi not he prctl'lld<.'ll, I :'IIP]!""'" 
that the fUllctionai'ies of the government, anywhere, hay.' been so Vf~ry 
[I'llliss ;IS t() c!1·-;tro\· all confidence in the results which, in due time, 
art' to be pr("~I'Il\t'd tn the country. \Vithout the aill (lj' .\rr. K"lllwdy's 
slatcnll'lIh, I \\'n" prepared, as before remarked, to tind, I)." a 1':lrdul 
('ollll);II'i""II of tllf' t\\'I) periods, that there had hl'l'll a sClisil)lc dl'lTf;!.'«: 

ill tilt' li~llI'rics lllcnfinn('d, nt 11'a~t in .\L"";[l'11U"I ,tt:-:. 
:::;till, to alwlt\()ll absolutely the official statistics, and those which 1 
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had previously procured, I yet contend that there has been a positive 
decline, unless the prodltccTs of fish have inc1·eased as fast as the consumers 
/tal'C done. The population of the United States was several millions 
greater in 1850 than it was in 1840; while the means of transporting 
fish and other productions, during this decade, were multiplied beyond 
eX:llllplv in our history. A corresponding increase in capital and men 
employed in the cod and mackerel fisheries ought therefore to be shown, 
in order to prove that our citizens who are engaged in these pursuits 
\HTe, as a class, in a prosperous condition. This conclusion will not, 
it is believed, be denied. 

From my personal observations, I conclude that there was a slight 
improvement in a part of Massachusetts in 1851, which continued 
until the spring of the following year. To again repeat the words 
uttered in the first Congress by Fisher Ames, many of the fishermen 
;}n~ "too poor to remain, too poor to remove;" and thus compelled, by 
the necessities of their position, to persevere in their adventures upon 
the seft, tlJCY endeavored, two years ago, by greater industry and skill, 
by a 1 ,d ter usp of time and a more economical use of outfits, to com­
pete with the British colonists, ,md thus to· preserve to themselves their 
ascendcncy in the markets of their own country. The course of events 
on the ti"hing grounds from July, 1852, to the close of the season, is 
yet fresh in the public mind, and need not be related here. It is suf­
ticient to remark, that the results to our countrymen were disastrous to 
,I dr'gr('c newr befim: .. known in time of peace. The presence of her 
Majesty's cruisers in the waters in dispute between the two govern­
Illl'nts ll\';nly ruined some, anel injured all, who adventured thither, 
ancI wa:,: the occasion of despondency and suffering at many firesides 
in Massachusetts and elsewhere in New England. There can be no 
ckmg\' {(,r the better while the controversy as to the intent and mean~ 
illg uf the convention of IS18 shall continue. The fishermen can-
1/11 ( rClJl;lin idle: the fishing vessels cannot remain at their owners' 
wharvcs to rot. Both, from absolute necessity, must be employed; 
hoth-to use an emphatic phrase of the needy and starving-both 
"must dl) something." 

Again: the statistics which follow show that the number of men 
employ\'( 1 in the cod and mackerel fisheries in 1850, in the four States, 
was ll,:-IGO; that the Inonthly earnings of these men, in Massachusetts, 
was S;1:37,995; in Maine, $51,829; in -Connecticut, $16,082; in New 
Hampshire, $3,000. The aggregate, ($208,906,) divided, is less than 
eighteen dollars per month to each man. To assume (what, on the 
;J\'f'j,lgC, is not fur from the fact) that, including the time of fitting for 
~(';l, tIlt' fishermen are annually employed eight months, each earned, 
in 1850, less than one hundred and forty-four dollars; and to add 
another month, only about one hundred and sixty dollars. 

It will be secn that these calculations substantially correspond 'with 
the statements ,,,hich are contained in the body of this report, as ascer­
t?-ined from a diff~rent ~ource. I am satisfied that they are essen­
twlly correct. It IS pOSSIble that the fishermen who were employed in 
1852, in waters not in dispute, earned the maximum here given; but 
those who visited the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the seas adjacent, 
could not have received, (if II sharesmen," as most of them were,) «lin 
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an average, more than one-half of the sum stated as the average in 
lS.jO. 'While at Gloucester (December, I f)f):?) I made a detailed esti­
mate of the aggregate loss of the people of that to\vn during the season 
just closed, and found that it was certainly quite one hundred and fifteen 
thousand doHars, aside from the wreck of vessels and the orclinary 
casualties of maritime enterprises. The whole of this large 1o:,;" I attrib­
ute to the course pursued by the colonial authorities, and the officers of 
her Majesty's ships-of-war. For other fishing towns my data is less 
complete; but the loss to all New England, from the same sourer's of 
annoyance and intenuption to our flag, was a quartf'r of a million of 
dollars at the lowest computation. Surely, our fishermen cannllt lung 
bear this :-;tate of things without becoming beggars. 

They feel that they have no assurance of the continuance of the 
bounty tl' tlw cod-fishery, and they know by some year" of (,"I',"riL'ncc, 
that under the present tariff' and the w;j[(,housing "yC'tem, wll1'll Ullmll­
ksted by their competitors, thc'ir hope of carniug a bare ,;uki.,tl'nee is 
)r'S8 theUl ('ver 1)('1;)re; amI tlll:Y appeal t() the country \\'hich they h:/yc 
always served, fUithfully sc'rvl'll, in war, for rl ,iii ,r. TIH'y ,I II' l'( 'rLlin 
lh:!.t, without more protectiun than tbey now ren'ive', they L'all!li!l ktyP 
tIll' sea. 

Tbe dUly of twenty per cent. on colonial fish, when put in the g(I\'­
('rmlll'nt w:I!'I'I}(I\lC'I'C' for I'''port,· :IS every (Jne c:m Iwr,'('i\',', is merl,ly 
nominal. Already the colllll iSiS, ulld, 'r tbis arr:l1l,~' 'men!, enjIJ," a brgc 
,,11:1/'(' IJf tl}(' export tradl' of the TTlli1l'd ~1:tl""; :IllU, as :l l'IJiI>I"1ucnce 
of til(' fI'I'I'nt c:bange ill tlll' bounty "YS!I'lll of Frall('(',t the subjects flf 
that ('lIlpirl' :If(' tlJ appL:ar in our ports I" 0'1 ill further dqm'C's till' illdu,;tlY 
of till' c/:iss Wllll";I' di,wour:lgl'IIII'lllC' :111' ;ilIl10C'1 ill';lll'l'0rtablc, ti'ul!I the 
various CUllS! 'C' w hi('h 1,;1 vc l'l'l 'n <Ii ~(,I1';,~L'd in this n 'pilit. 

J C:llllIot fi)r1Ji':lr to add, that h:ld our ,.;1:11i'';1111'n ,.;t()()d II" 1111' dnl'trinc 
which was :1,.:.~I.'rted and mailltained at Ghellt 11" tIle' ,\llll';'il,:tll l'IIlllll1is­
siolll'l":, III/I' C'lJllrn: of (';tlamity ,lt 11';1,,1 would i,:t\T h,'I'li span,d to 11111' 
fislll'l'llll'll. TIlL: rights guar;{ntied to us /ill'll1ed a part of, and in tlwir 
vcry I/:/(urc \YITC as perpl'tual as, our indcpenuellc.,: as a natiLJ11, The 
tirst article of the cOllvention of ISIS should never h:l\I' IJLTi1 agrl't,d 
11) hy our government. The third alticIe of till' treaty of 1".,;j ought 
1Ii'\'l'r to It:lYI' been stricken hom that instrulllent. It is tlJl' late to 
conl'ct 1111' mistake. Our Ilational tilith j,; pledgeel tll:lt uur flag shall 
Ilowll1'l'1' intcrflTl' with tlte colonial shore fisileril's, and we must ;dJiLic 
I,l' tIll' contnlct. But it behooves us til St'c to it that \\'t' p;Lrt with no 
11101'1' of till' ri .. yhts which, Wall in the wars hl'tween France and Eng-

~ ~ 

lalld, \\ITI' oCI1ueathed to us by the men \yho broke the b()lId~ ~t our 
colonial va",,;t!:tgl'. Strange it is that Wl' are at this monwlIl willmg to, 
on;,!, till' l'oIIJllist,; the privilege of our market without the payment ot 
all." duty wll:ttcYl'I' on the productions of thl' sea, when origin,ally> <:ntl 
until 1 ~ 1 '-', we 1'1ISSeSS1'u substantially all the rights to therr tishmg 

• Ah""r ~IH),()()I/ barrels of pickled fi8b (tilft'i!.!;11 t'llught lind cured) were warehoused at 
RII8tOJI, !LIllI ,'xl'"rt".! from that I'JJrt, in 1·,,;;,1. The qUlllltity in ]...;;,~ hilS nut been ""t'l'11ained, 
but I learn li'CI\Il all officilll "1111'<'" that it was large. 

t Th" Frt'ut'h ha.(', ill fuet, eJJIllLllCncI'd hringiug their l'udlish to onr lllllrk..rs. One house 
in Bustull purl'hll."d, in 1.~;,'.!, upwards "f six thousand quint/lls; and B,'verul "rl11'r hili],':" 
w,'r!' 1'111 ,'rs to II cOIJ<iJl.'rahk· tJxt(lnt, Probllbly :,~),I)I.IO quintals WI.'Il.' sold in lJ"titull during 
!lit' IUllt ) l'UI. 
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grounds which we can now possibly obtain, and the right also 10' 
tax their fish to the extent of entire prohibition. In other words, we 
could once catch fish where we pleased, and impose what duty we 
pleased on the produce of the colonial fisheries; but, as the direct 
result of the convention of 1818, we offer to relinquish the latter rig};}t 
without condition, to get back, to make good, the former one. 

Stati.~tics 0/ the cod and mackerel fisheries if :Maine, New Hampshire, }.fas­
saclaaelts, and Connecticut, June 1, 1850, a~ derived at the Census O.ffice, 
Washington. 

State. 

Maine' 
ew Hampshiw .. 

MU"KUc-hu,,·ttK t ., 
N 

C 'onnecticut ...... 

..; 
~ 
" '" .. 

.9 
] 
.~ 

Q 

$491,430 
4:!, 700 

2, 127,RK;; 
27fl,300 

I 

., ... 
"" "" ..e ;t'p.. 

'" ~~ ;... 
c 

I 

'- <=I 
"2- c·-::J • 
E ~=-A 

'" §~~ 
<=I ~ ... 0 
0- a 0 S ..... I "" -1! 

2,732 $51,829 
300 3,000 

7,917 137,995 
911 16,082 

Ol 
., 

~ tlfli ... 
"" ::J '" ~ "'" 

'1:)'-

'" 8 ~ '-' 0 cd p..-;j '-' a aJ ....~ 
";d '" o 0:> ..., Ol "",.<:I ::J t ::J", 
'8 - .... ... ~o 0' >Q 

173,094 15,241 $558,250 
19,550 1,060 59,281 

215,170 236,468 2, 18B,441 
No return. No return. 261,683 . ---- ----

1 

:!, 941, 315 11,860 208,906 407,1::114 1 252, 769 1 3,067,655 

----
* The r .. turn oftne herring fishery ofl\1ainc is 29,685 boxes of smoked, of the value of$ll,626. 

t Note. 

C.o"nty. Capital. Men. Wages or Quintals or/ Barrels of I 
carnrngs. cod. mackerel. 

Value. 

Rnmstablc .................. $1,230,185 4,719 $73,941 83.860 114,530 $1,031, 1l'2'l 
Dukes (a) .•.......••.•••.... 12,400 68 1 284 2;000 3,472 18, G47 
E.~::it·x ...................... . 699,500 2,144 45~ 491 126,5.10 n,005 836,112 
Nantueket .................. 8,900 40 680 980 487 6,156 
Norl"lk ..................... 93,000 607 9,305 1,800 15,329 IG4,161 
Plymouth .•................. 73,900 331 7,054 No return. 15,650 112,'938 
Suffolk ...••...•.•••.•.••... 10,000 8 240 No return. 10,000 80,000 

2,127,885 7,917 1:J7,995 ~L).170 236,468 2,188,441 
:1 

(a) 1,250 barrel" of herring_ returned from Dukes county. 

The statistics of 1840 show that in Maine the catch of codfish was 
106,062 quintals more than in 1850. In Massachusetts the difference 
was still greater, the quantity in the former year being 389,715 quin­
tals; in the latter, only 215,170. 

The returns of 1840 give the catch of mackerel in Maine at 54,171 
barrels; and in Massachusetts at 124,755 barrels. By comparing these 
fieu~e~ With. the above table, it will be seen that the quantity was much 
dmuOlshed 10 the former State in 1850, and much increased the same 
year in the latter. 

The aggreg.ate decrease in the produce of the cod-fishery in Maine, 
New !Iampshlre, and Massachusetts is very large-the table for 1850 
showmg the catch to have been 407,814 quintals, while in 1840 it was 
697,128 quintals. . 
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NOTE. 

I hoped to cODclude with the welcome annunciation tbat the contro,ersy bet "pen England 
BOd the United States, relative to the intent and meaning of the first article of the con,en­
tion of 1818, had been brought t{) a close. Such, however. is not the fact. 

I may be permitted to remark, also, that as the deRpatr-!,,'" of tbe Hon. Abbott Lawrenee, 
our late accomplished envoy to tha court of St. James, relative to this RIl),j,·rt, have not been 
lIlade puhlic·., all account of Bis endeavors to effect an adjustment "f the diffieultiel< hetween 
the two governments could not be embraced in this Tf;port. It is UlHlpro<tood, unofficially, 
that Mr. Lawrence (hut for circumstances not to be related here) might p""ibly have ronclude,l 
an arrangement which would have been satisfactory to his countrymen awl hay"~ insureu 
future peace upon the fishing grounds. 

Should the bill " To regulate tlte rights of fishing, arid the rights of disposin~ of th, procuds 
of tltefislteries in alld betlurn tlte Dritish North Amaiean l'rocinus arid the ["n;/, ,/ SI,,!, R," which 
was introuuced into the Senate on the 5th of February, J · ... :;:1, by tIlt' Hon .. John Davi.<, h"(',,m" 
a law, the object 80 much to be desired IDay be accomplished befl"'" tIlt' o)JI'IliIl~ "f the nt'xt 
fishing season. Til .. friends /If :'Ill'. Davis cannot \\ish for him greatt'r bonoI', at rIll' ,.\"",. of a 
long !Iud Il~eflll public career, than the putel1lir}, of a IDeasure "') important t'J IIi, ll<t,iw Com­
monwealth und to the whole country. 


