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MEMOIR 

OF TIlE REVERE-loin 

JACOB GEORGE )IOU~T.\'IN. 

THE author of the accompanying record of" A S"w­

ing Time on the rugged Shores of Newfoundland" 
died in October l~,j(j, at St. John's, Newfoun~i:t.l1(f, 
in his thirty·eighth yeaI'. The cause of his deatll 
was a fever, caught in his constant visiting in in­
fected houses,-the same fever which, some months 
before, took from us Archdeacon Bridge,* in thl' 
midst of all his earnest labours, But it is believed 
that previous toil and anxiety, caused by the sudden 
pressure of over-mnch and arduous work falling 
upon him on Archdeacon Bridge's death, had wasted 
Jacob Mountain's strength, and rendered him unable 
to meet an attack which might not otherwise have 
proved fatal. He will never be forgotten by those 
to whom he was known in England, as he will 

• See Annu"l Report of the Soddy fQl' the Propagatioll of the 
G04Jiel {or 1856, page Ix. • 
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lV )rEMOIR OF THE 

surely live long in the affections of his people in 
~ ewfoundland. One of the truest, tenderest, most 
loving hearts-he exhibited, throughout his brief 
~lissionary career, an unsparing self-devotion, single­
miwleduess, and earnestness of purpose, which we 
can ill afford to lose. 

Ho was the third son of the Rev. J. H. Brooke 
'Mountain, D.D., Rector of Blunham, Bedfordshire, 
grandson of the first, and nephew of the present 
Bishop of Quebec. He was born October 14:. 1818. 

Educated at Eton,-whcre he won the ~ewcastle 
medal, a high distinction in that great school,­
ho went from thence, in 1838, as a Postmaster to 
)lcrton College, Oxford. He there obtained a second 
class in Classics. Shortly afterwards he returned to 
Eton, as a private tutor to Mr. Foljambe, of Osber­
ton, and gave himself to his charge with all his deep 
earnestness; but his heart was set upon the ministry. 
He was offered a mastership at Eton, a post of honour 
and great responsibility, scarcely ever offered to any 
but a Fellow of King's College, Cambridge; but he 
still held firm to the purpose with which he had been 
inspired. Having been ordained Deacon, he became 
a')sistant Curate of Clewer, a parish in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Eton; and to his work there he 
gave all the time that could be spared from the care 
uf his pupil. Keenly alive to the pleasure of society, 
and much loved, he now wholly withdrew himself 
from it, that he might be more entirely devoted to 
his Master's service, and anxiously waited till the 
time came when his pupil would leave Bchool, to 
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gi"\e himself up undividedly to the ministry of souk 
His first intention, as soon as he was free to choose, 
was to find work in some neglected and thickly­
peopled corner of England; but no such opening 
occurring to him, his thoughts were turned to the 
Colonial Church. Natural desires would have led 
him to join his uncle, the Bishop of Quebec; Lilt 

his purpose was to seek the hardest work and most 
41estitute spot that might be open to him. 

It happcned that a very touching appeal of the 
Bishop of Newfoundland, speaking of the extremely 
destitute spiritual condition of some portions uf the 
island, which appeared in the daily papers, came to 
his knowledge, and instantly determined his COllr"C. 
He Bought out the Bishop of N cwfoulldland, theu ill 
England, and offered to accompany him on hi~ ret 111'l1. 

lIo sailed in April, 11:)47. His ability alllliearnillg a" 
a scholar would have made him valuable fi)1' w(lrk 
at the Missionary College in St. J ol1n's, then much 
needing such help, and the Di~hop l'ret;.-;ed the 
charge upon him; but his heart was true to it:-; 
treasured desire for the direct cure of souls, and he 
yearned for some hard and secluded sphere among the 
poor. Accordingly, he was sent to Harbour Briton, 
in Fortune Bay, as its first resident ~Iissionary, 

and there laboured, never leaving his pOl:it, for seven 
years; Harbour Briton being the centre of his 
Mission, and the different settlements along 200 
miles of coast being included under his charge. 
'Vhat he endured during those seven years' service 
along that bare nnd ;ugged coast, while ministering 
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to those untaught fishermen,-sharing, during his 
constant journeyings, their manner of life, their 
Illlmes, and their meals, able to move from spot to 
"IH,t only as they moved, in boats, often at much 
hazard, and in grent inclemencies of weather, never 
wholly getting over the sea-sickness, with no single 
companion of his own kind, during those long, 
severe winters,-none can tell but they who have 
experienced what it is to be alone in bleak and 
desolate scenes, far from home and all companion­
ship of mind, with nothing for the heart to love, 
save only what the inward life can sustain, and \vith 
the special spiritual anxieties which a pastor's heart 
:llone can know. He had many sore struggles, 
causing him often to ask for the prayers of his 
friends in England. Occasionally the Bishop, coast­
ing along in his Church-ship, would put in at the 
settlement where he was. Those necessarily rare 
visits were the only change, and they were felt to be 
Sf~asons of a very blessed communion, and objects of 
long and anxious anticipation, leaving a blessing be­
hind them. I t is touching to read in his letters, 
written at that period, the records of his inner life,­
tokens of the unseen strength which was upholding 
him, which he was then practically learning, and 
exhibiting in his course. The following is a short 
sample: I. I hold," he thus writes, "that the soft 
and epicurean doctrine of the present day, of sparing 
the body, is utterly contrary to the Gospel, and pro­
ductive of the most dangerous practical errors, the 
mother of heresies, the daughter of self-deceit and 
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!'lloth, the handmaid to self-indulgence, the door to, 

secret unbelief, and virtual denial of the Cross (or 
Christ; and that there is no ground whatever in 
Holy Scripture for believing that the trials aud 
chastisements which are inflicted from above arp 
quite sufficient, without adding our own; else then' 
could be no meaning in St. Paul's' watchings and 
fastings,' in addition to his 'hunger and thirst,' and 
, weariness and painfulness.' The former are mani­
festly voluntary, the latter involuntary; or, again, 
what need of 'self-revenge,' and 'indignatinll 
against themselves,' for the Corinthians 1 .\ncl 
if those under the law could and must express such 
bitter grief as David in the Psalm!;, if truly penitent, 
what ought a Christian's grief to be, who must, in 
Rome sense, if Holy Scripture be true, have sinned 
against "'the Holy Ghost, and defiled the temple of 
God, whose' temple ye are f " And then he add~, 
correcting a possible misapprehension as to such 
mortifications: "not, of course, as having any merit 
in themselves, what has 1 neither faith, nor works, 
nor fasting, nor feasting, nor weeping, nor rejoicing; 
all must be done in, and for, and by Christ. Would 
that this were as easy to act upon as to write!" 

One who intimately knew him speaks thus gene­
rally of his character :-" He has great ability awl 
power of application, and a keen relish for classical 
studies and intellectual intercourse, especially excel­
ling in Latin composition and verse; but, from the 
time of his determination to devote himself to the 
work of the ministry; all was made subservient to 



Vlll ME)IOlR OF THE 

the study of divinity j and he became an able 
theologian, especially well-versed in the study of the 
Fathers, St. Augustine, St. Bernard, and others. In 
the composition of his sermons he took especial 
care, spending several hours in reading and prayer, 
to prepare himself for writing. He never al­
lowed anything to interfere with his regular and 
frerl uent devotional reading, and self-examination, 
ami his special deli~ht was in every opportunity 
of celebrating the Holy Communion. His temper 
was naturally ardent, but so disciplined by the 
Cross, that ho seemed all gentleness and love; and 
his influence over all with whom he had any inter­
course was most remarkable: its secret lay in his 
single-mindt:d devotion and earnest reality. It was 
felt even under the most unlikely circumstances. 
The chaplain of a Government war staRmer, in 
which he was once passing from one part of his 
mission into another, told me he never could forget 
how not even the bustle and movements on ship­
board were allowed to interrupt his studies, or that 
care of souls which seemed his one purpose of life. 
One day, when they were together, some bad lan­
guage reached them fi'om some of the men. " Do 
you not remonstrate with them 1" said Mr. Moun­
tain. "It would be of no use, while they are all 
together, and excited." To which he replied: "A 
word in season, how good is it 1" And with the 
chaplain's consent he spoke to the men; and then, 
and fi'equently afterwards, when he addressed them, 
they always received him with respect and marked 
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attention, even those of them whom the chaplain 
thought would scoff at any rebuke or arl\'ice, He 
added, "that this puzzled him at first, till it shuck 
him that it was ~Ir, l\Iuuntain's evident reality and 
earnestness, tllUt !Jrocured for him such ready respect 
and attl'lltion." 

The writer of this brief ?lIernoir, who knew and 
loved him well, may add, that what alway~ struck 
him as tIle mOHt ueautiful trait of character in his 
friend, w:u; the keen humility which seemed in­
stantly to reprovo and melt tho still faint, occa­
sional risillg>, of what mUiSt once have been a lufty 
and fiery temperament, and to subdue which must 
huve mused him long awl painful struggles. 

It seelllS lleCL'SSal'y to account fur the puL1icatioli 
of the following uriof record of tho HarLum Britun 
MilSsion, entitll"l "A SUWill~ Timo on tho ruc:!.!\,d 
Shores of ~ewfoundland." It was written Ly iYlr. 
Mouutain himself, somo months before his death, 
undor the fullowing circumstances, During hilS min­
istry at ekwer, and his life at Eton, he had won 
tho hearts, If many. They were knit more cluscly to 
him t1mn eyer whell he gaye himself to a ~Iissionary's 
lifo, uUller circumstancl's so very trying and arduous. 
'rhey did what they could to aid him in his work; 
and a special fund was kept up during his seven 
years' ~Iis:sion at Harbour Briton; which, together 
with the aid that he received from the So(iety f01' the 
l'I'/ljllI:/ation ,~,. thl" Gospel, enabled him to carry out 
the ohjects that he hac\, at heart. When he left the 
Mission, he wus requested to draw up some account 
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of the scene in which his lot had been cast, the 
character of the people, and the prospects to which 
he looked as the fruits of his labours. "The Sow­
ing Time" was his reply to their request, and was 
intended only for the friends who had contributed 
to the fund. Circumstances delayed its being printed; 
and it is now thought well hy the Society to give it 
a wider circulation than was originally contemplated. 

On leaving his ~rission, he addressed some fare­
well words to the flock which he had gathered in on 
those rugged shores at their many scattered settle­
ments; and some of these farewell words may show 
what was the manner of his preaching, and what 
were the appeals which he could utter before his 
people, as ho contrasts their past with their pre­
sent state. He could now appeal, not merely to 
their own changed state, but also to the change 
which had been going on in the aspect of the 
Church around them. Having gone forth alone, 
gradually other Missionary clergy and some school­
masters had been drawn near to him, and were now 
at work at different posts, within the range of what 
had once been spiritually" desert." Some of these 
he had himself assisted to prepare for Holy Orders 
during the long winter evenings, when the frost kept 
him bound at his Mission-house; and they now 
remain behind him, to continue the witness which 
his labours and his teaching first brought home to 
the hearts of many of our people who were once 
scattered abroad, "as sheep that have no shep­
herd." 
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The following extract is taken from his letter to 
his flock;-

" When I first came amongst you, with the exception of 
~ome of those who had lived in England, there wa~ very 
little knowledge of the nature of Christ's Church, or the 
office of His ministers, though there was, in many in.'tan('('~, 
real religious f.'eling, and consequently the soil was ready to 
receive the truth as it is in Jesus. But the means which He 
has appoinbJlI for uniting the lost race to Himself, by Hi~ 
Church on earth, and of communicating Himself to) th., 
children of lI1en, by the weak clements in the sacrament,. 
and earthcn ves,els in the ministry, were alm",t cntirely 
unknown and unuppreciatf·,l by the great maj,,[·ity. In most 
places the miniHter of <Jod was regardl'd rather a~ onc who, 
briny able 10 reml, was /herefore fit tu illstruct the children, 
to explain a chapter, or say prayers, to lll'rfllrrll the IItlice of 
baptism or marriage; and, having seen a little morc of the 
world than yourselveH, waH able til explain other matters 
which w,'['e 1"'Y"1I.I your own l'IImprehellsion; but a, to his 
lwing inv('sted with IlIly BIlL'l'l'dneRH of churactcr or ufficc, a" 
a st,'w:ll"tl uf thl' mystcrit'." of God, nnd an alllb:!"H:t,lor for 
Christ, coming ill HiH namc lind by His power committl'd unto 
him, able and !'t·ady to reprove, to rebuk,', to exhort with all 
authllrity, to unloose in Hi>! name the heavy blind . ..; of ,ill, 
and by the life-giving pl.wer of the sacmmentH t" unitc the 
sons IIf mcn to the Son of God, becoming, by Hii! urdinance 
and appointlllcllt, the inS/I'll III en! wh"rl'by, as lIe partook of 
thcil' naturl', tbey are to partake of Hi,~ .. all this was, indeed, 
far abovt', out of sight. The highl'~t ,iew that was in 
gClll'\'I11 attained of our character Ilnd commi",-;ion \\'a .• , that 
we wel't', it was Hellrl't'ly known wby, in some way th,' j'l"l)l" r 
\,l'r~()nB to perform sacred ordinances; that it was' better­
like' tbat such things should be done by those who came for 
tIll' purpllsc, and wbose business it was, thnn by any' common 
man.' Still this idea arose mther from the persuasion that 
we ha.l more {em'nillg than other~, than from any belief in 
the sacred character of our epicC'. :Not unfrequently, when I 
have remontitrnted at the reckless way in which parents 
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would still procure their children to be baptized by the first 
comer, or with young persons f .. r suffering themselves to be 
'coul'leJ together' in their own houses by similar hands, I 
have receiveJ the reply, 'Why, Sir, he was suck a good 
scholar; he could read almost as well as a parson.' Even 
those who felt that we are set apart fOl' those services, gene· 
rally ~uppo,,)ll (and, I fear, still suppose, in many cases) that 
we are Government emissaries or agents, and derive our 
authority and commission from the civil power; and this 
capital errol' involves another scarcely le~s injurious in its 
consequences, which is, that we are paid by Government. 
This gives rise to a belief that it is unreasonable for us to 
ask, awl unnecesllary for you to attempt, any serious effort 
towards maintaining your own church; and thus all self­
denying exertions on this behalf are prevented, the privileges 
of the Church are undervalued, and the ministers of God 
lightly esteeIlled, in proportion as they are supposed to be 
at your cOlumand, and their services yours by right-not by 
right of conscience, love, and duty on our part, which would 
make us freely yield ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake, 
but by the right of our being the paid agents of the civil 
power, to which we shall have to answer if we fail in our 
duty. I fear these notions are still not uncommon among 
you; yet stlme there are who have learnt (and a few knew 
before) 'Whose we are, and whom we serve.' 

.. The ministers of God can do you little good till you come 
to know that we receive our charter, commission, aud autho­
rity. from Him, and from Him alone. He gave and He can 
take away; He sent us forth to teach, and He can recal us. 
,V hate vel' we do, whether ministering, or teaching, or ex­
horting, or absolving, we do in His name. Weare His repre­
sentatives, just ILS an ambassador or governor is the l'e­
presentative of the Queen. You know that whosoever insults 
or disobeys any officer of the crown in the discharge of his 
duty, thereby insults or disobeys not merely that officer, but 
the crowned kead whom he represents. The act of insolence 
or disobedience passes at once on from the representative to 
the person reprel:lented, from the inferior to the principal, 
and is truly regarded and puuished as an offence against the 
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throne itself. In the same way (they are our Lord's own 
won},), ',,'hoBoevf!r despiseth you,' (speaking to his apostles, 
and in them to their successors to the end of the world, 
however unworthy they may be,) , despiseth .1I c, and he that 
despiseth ille, despiseth Him that sent ~l(';' and' He that 
receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, shall receive a 
prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in 
the name of a righteous man, shall receive a righteous man's 
reward.' 'He that despiseth,' saith an apostle, 'despiseth 
not mall, but God.' And therefore the punishment of those 
who d;,~o')('.'I. and the rewnrd of those who obi'.'I. nre so great. 
AgainBt the one His ministers are 'to shake off the very 
dust of their feet as a testimony against thcm.' For the 
others, He that is faithful and true promi~e,; that even a 
'cup of cold water, given to a disciple in the name of Chri,t, 
shall in no wise lose its reward.' 

" Now that I am removed from you, I oesi!'e to remin,\ 
you of the great debt of gratitude you owe to Goo, in 
having nt length opened that great and effcetll:Ll door to YOll, 
even his SOli JPpus Christ, which had been so long, in a 
great meaBUI'e, closed to you for want of HOlne one to open 
it. Like the ilJJpotent mau at the pool of J:dbc-da, you had 
no man to !L'ad you down to the waters of r"l'entance and the 
fountain of life; no minister of Christ to take Y' ,\I by the hand 
to bring you to Him by His blessed sacrament,;, and life-giving 
word, and holy ordiOltllces, You wero with(.ut a teaching 
prieRt and without a law, a>:! sheep having no shepherd, 
, everyone doing that which is right In hi:; own eyes.' Thert' 
wus no IlAsombling yourselvos together on the Lord'~-day to 
join with his holy catholic Church througho\lt the world in 
offering tIll' ,acrifice of prayer and praise. Those among 
you who fcnrl"\ the Lord could but sit apart by themsel,es, 
praying to theil' Father which seeth in secret. They could 
meditate on His holy word; they could join in pious COll­
verR(', or gl\ther the children together to instruct them ill 
the way of tho Lord, but they were deprived of the ble~,ing 
of !In;I,,' prayer; and those who served Him 11,,1 used to 
wander away Ilftl"r the desirtfof their own hearts and their 
own "ycq on that holy day. The children and young m"11 
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were allowed, unrestrained and unreproved, to 'do their 
own ways,' and' find their own pleasure,' and 'Bpeak their 
own wnrd~: -tou often words of filthiness and foolish 
talking,-or the day of rest was turned into a day of labour 
on any slight pretext; and thiR preciouB memorial of th,e 
re8t and freedom in paradise, which was lost in the first 
Adam, and we hope to regain in the second, was willingly, 
even greedily, barteren and given up to Satan fur a mess 
of pottage or a thing of nought. And when that day was 
over, and each went forth, morning by morning, to his work, 
how many bowed the knee to the God and Father of all at 
their ri~ing up, and asked one blessing or offered a Bingle 
prayer to Him '! Your own hearts will answer. 

" And what was the consequence? Through the livelong 
,-HlmnH'1' day, through the wintry storm, on the tossing wave, 
on the shore, in the Htage, and in the woods, that gracious 
God was hour by hour provoked, and His Holy Spirit grieved 
by uncuntrolled tempers, and bitter, evil word~ from Chris­
tians who were living without Christ in the world; and when 
the {'vl'lling closed, a few hurried prayers were uttered, the 
bUlly wearied with toil, the hands ready to hang down, and 
the eyes to close in sleep . 

.. And what is the state of thing~ now? It is painful to 
reflect how little change has taken place, yet by God's mercy 
something has been done, not, by any means, chiefly through 
rue, but by those faithful teachers ann ministers whom God 
hath sent among you. Some of you know and love the 
Chureh; to more she has been a witness against sin, and 
thus her mission has been fulfilled; the Gospel has been 
preached, the sacraments and ordinances of Christ adminis­
tered, your little ones have been taught, young men warned 
and instructed, the old exhorted and entreated. I feel sure 
that by many a bedside daily morning prayer is offered, and 
many a mouth that once delighted in cursing and lies now 
speaks words of truth and gentleness. In many places 
where, on the Lord'B-day, the people were once as sheep 
without a shepherd, they have one to guide and lead them, 
or of themselves they gather together in Christ's name, and 
offer, in spirit and in truth, the sacrifice of righteousness. 
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" Three times has your faithful Bishop, upon whom falls 
daily 'the care of all the churcheR,' cume to visit and to bless 
you. The first time there wel'p' but one or two ready for 
confirmation. You held him in all reputation, and r"" .. ived 
him' even as your father in Christ Jesus;' but y,m knew 11< It 
the value of that holy ordinance. On the second and third 
visits, old and young flocked together for the manifold gifts 
of grace by the laying on of hands and prayer, having 1";lrnt 
to prize the privilege of walking in the old paths, and. by 
keeping Hte,v1fastly to the apoHtlel'l' doctrine and fellowship, 
of sharing the apostolic blessing." 

At the closo of his letter he adds, in a short 
summary, the main substance of his teaching, that 
his doctrine conveyed in these condensed texts 
might tho more easily .lwell in their memories . 

.. Let mo, th"n, endeavour to sum up, in a few ",,)rd,. the 
Bubstance of what has been mainly taught alllong you fro II , 
tho word of God. by mys,·lf and others, during the b,t ,even 
yoars. I will put it in the funn of rulcs, that you may more 
oaHily bf'al' thcm in mind. 

" 1. There is none oth('r name under hcaven gi ven unto man 
whereby thou mayest bo saved, Lut unly the name of our 
Lord J eSUH Christ, awl Him crucifil'll. 

":l. Therefore, if you would bo Christ's, YOll mu . .;t n"t 
only crncify the flesh, with tho affcctiom .. and it,,,t.,.-fur a 
Iifu without mortification is a IiI',· without Chri,t, H"LI. viii. 
I3,-but yuu must also deny yourReh"es duil.'l, (your eyes in 
,,,,eing, your Cal'H in hearing, your tonguc in talking.) and 
tako up your cross; that is to "ay, Lear patiently your daily 
trinls. 

"3. If you would come unto Christ, you must enter in by 
the way of His holy sacraments, which He Himself hati COIll' 

manded : ' Except one be burn of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot cntcr into the kingdom of God; • and, . Except ye eat 
thL' flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, yo ha,e no 
lifo in you.' 

•• 4. Whatsoever hinders you from coming to Chri.-t, ellt it 
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Q.f!, or it will surely cast you into hell, 'into the fire that 
never shall be quenched; where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.' St. Mark ix. 43. 

" 5. 'Without holineB8 no man shall see the Lord.' To 
this end pray without ceasing; keep His sabbaths; reverence 
His sanctuary, His priests and ministers; read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest His word (especially the holy Gospels, 
the Bouk of P~alm8, Job, Proverbs, the Epistles of St. John, 
St. Jame~. St. Peter, and St. Paul); follow and obey the 
counsel (If them that are over you in the Lord. 

"G. ~ eVElr be afraid or ashamed of being poor, but be 
greatly afraid and ashamed of being proud, or passionate, 
or enYious, or covetous, in your poverty. This is most 
wretched of all, to Ruffer here, but not with Christ, and 
therefure not to reign with Him; to have the evil things of 
Lazarus now, yet to Le tormented with Dives hereafter . 

. , i. It is di~ll<)neRt not to pay every man his due, much 
more not to pay the offerings of the Lord. 

" 8. Follow not after vain teachers, who daub with un· 
kmpered mortar. As long as you hold the catholic faith 
in a pure conscience, you are safe; but beware of being 
carried away by every wind of doctrine . 

. , 9. In all things put the kingdom of God first, or you will 
never enter therein. 'Vhat~oever you do, remember the 
end, and you will never do amiss. 

" 10. Remember that a morning without prayer is a 
morning lost, though you find a bag of gold. 

"11. When inclined to join in filthine.~s and foolish talking, 
remember the presence of God, and that it is written, '''Toe 
unto yon that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep.' 

" 1~. Prayer, faRting, and alms are the weapons of the 
saints, by whieh. through Christ, they drive out Satan; oaths, 
drinking, and surfeiting, are those by which the Evil One 
goads on sinners to destruction. 

" 13. Make not too much of thy son, lest he bring thee to 
heaviness; and let him not learn sin at thy mouth, lest he 
curse thee hereafter. . 

"14. 'He that forsaketh his father is as a blasphemer, and 
he that angereth his mother is cursed of God; whoso hODoureth 
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REV. J. {l. MOUNTAIN. nii. 

his father shall have joy of his own children, and when 
he maketh his prayer, he shall be heard..' 'My son, help 
thy father in his age, and grieve him not as long as he 
liveth; in the day of thine afflictIon it shall be remembered, 
thy sins also shall melt away as the ice in the fair warm 
weather.' Ecclus. iii. 16. 

"15. 'Grudge not one against another.' St. James v. 9. 
'The end of the commandment is love out of a pure heart, 
and good conscience, and faith unfeigned.' 1 Tim. i. 5. See 
also 1 John iv. 

" The time would fail me wcre I to take more out of this 
treasury of God; may He bring all things to your remem­
brance, and teach you to observe and do them! Be of one 
mind; live in peace; and may the God of peace sanctify you 
wholly. And I pray God your whole body, soul, and spirit, 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of the Lord JeQus 
Christ. 

" Your attached pastor and 
" Faithful servant for His sake, 

"JACOB G. MOUNTAIN. 

After his seven years' service at Harbour Briton, 
the Mission being now formed, and sufficiently pro­
vided for, at the Bishop's express desire he came to 
St. John's, to take the Principal's office at the Mis­
sionary College. This was the centre of the Bishop'S 
hopes for providing the future ministry in the 
island, and it was now without a head. With the 
charge of the college he had also a cure of souls 
at two of the out-harbours adjacent to St. John's. 

In July, 1854, Jacob Mountain came to England 
for a few months, and married one whom he had 
known in early life, and who shared his labours 
for the short time they were destined to live to­
gether. On the death of Archdeacon Bridge, while 
still retaining the ~harge of the college, he was 

B 
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made the chief minister of the parish and cathedral 
church of St. John's, with the good-will and entire 
approval of the clergy and parishioners; and thus 
succeeded to the chief offices in the Diocese under 
the Bishop. 

On St. ~Iatthew's-day, 1856, seven months after 
the death of the Archdeacon, Jacob Mountain sick­
ened of the fever. St. Matthew's-day fell on a 
Sunday. On the morning of that day he catechised 
at great length in both schools, and then ministered 
at the Holy Communion in the Cathedral. It was 
the last public service in which he participated on 
earth. It had been his special joy at those times 
to see those gathered in whom he had been see-king 
during the week-time. The number of communi­
cants at the Cathedral were just doubled since he 
had come to St. J ohn'8, 

He was to have preached in the Cathedral at the 
evening service in aid of some charity, but he was 
too ill to be there. Next day it became known that 
the fever hud fallen upon him. The kindness of the 
people, offering all possible aid, and calling continu­
ally to inquire, was very touchingt and told as much 
for their own tender care for their minister as for his 
worth. All through Monday he continued very ill. 

A valued servant was lying dangerously ill in his 
house. On Saturday he had convulsions, and was 
expected to die any hour. He died on Monday 
night; and just before his death Jacob Mountain 
had strength sufficient to stagger to his room, and 
eommended his departing soul to God. 
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There were hopes of his recovery for a few days; 
but after a week's interval from his being taken 
ill the complaint assumed a new and alarming cha­
racter, typhus of a severe kind. For nearly ten 
days he was generally insensible, with only occa­
sional glimpses of cons~ousness. He could but 
utter a few words from time to time. 

It happened, that the man who came to shave his 
head was a parishioner, a black, one with whom he 
had often had serious conversations. He was heard, 
in the agony of the pain in his head, speaking ear­
nestly to this man about the Holy Communion. 
On the Sunday before St. Michael's-day, when his 
complaint was passing into its most alarming state, 
the bells of the different churches and meeting­
houses were distinctly audible in his room; and he 
whispered: "All that I can do to-day, is to pray 
that we may all be united." On the feast of St. 
Michael he received the blessed Sacrament for the 
last time; the Bishop, who throughout his illness 
nursed him with the utmost tenderness and con­
sideration, administering. His words became very 
few towards the last: "Father, I thank Thee, I 
thank Thee;" the constant repetition of the name 
of "JESUS;" expressions of happiness, mingled with 
touching thoughts of prayer for his relations, were 
0.11 that transpired; and the last day he could 
speak, it was of the love and glory of God, as if he 
were addressing a congregation. 

He was buried in the cemetery of St. John's. It 
was not proposed to make a publio demoDstratioD ; 
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but the parishioners, anxious to exhibit their respect 
and concern, assembled in large numbers, and walked 
in procession from the Cathedral to the Cemetery. 
His Excelleucy the Governor was present, with his 
private Secreta.ry. The children of the Sunday-
8chool led the procession, Jlnd were followed by the 
boys of the Church of England Academy, with their 
master j the studeuts of the College, the physicians 
aud clergy. The widow of the deceased and the 
Bishop walked together as chief mourners, and were 
followed by the churchwardens and a very long train 
of the parishioners and friends. 

The following day a deputation waited on the 
Bishop to express the wish of the parishioners to 
place in the Cathedral or in the Cemetery a me­
morial to their much-lamented minister, in such 
manner and of such a character as would be most 
acceptable to his lordship and to Mrs. Mountain. 
A memorial is also about to be placed in the chapel 
of Eton College. 

Thus fell asleep one who exhibited a noble 
pattern of the Missionary of the Cross; who, in a 
short time, fulfilled many labours worthy of the 
best days of the history of the Gospel; whose work 
was cut off in the midst of his years, but whose 
memory still ministers before God, in drawing 
heavenwards the affections and aims of many hearts 
that had learnt to love him fOl' his own and for his 
work's sake. C. 
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SOWIXG TIME IN NEWFOU~DLAND. 

Tm; Rural Deanery of Fortune Bay, on tbe soutiJ­
em shore of Newfoundland, extends frow St. I :l'orgt"'~ 
Bay, at the south-west extremity of tllC island, t" 

Point Ray, a length of coast betwcen tlJree and f"ur 
hundred milcs, abounding ill harhol\l"'; of sufficient 
Hize for the craft which usually ply on tlIC cua:-;t, 
but unsafe to tllO inexperienced mariner, from tIle 

frequent occurrence of sunken rock,; at their en­
trance. 

The sea-cliffs are for the most part bold and lofty, 
with deep \\ater close at their Lase. Too precipitous 
to climb, and for the most part destitute of beach ('1' 

S,lIl,]s, they ofl'el' little chance of escape to tlln:-;e who 
shoul,\ be so unfortunate as to be driYC'u on them ill 
the ;;torm, or, what is more freqnent and perilolls, til 
be gmdually drawn in by the swell, during the }lre­
yalellce of calm and fog. 

This shore is iuhabitc,\ by fishermen of the English 
!tntl Irish race, who have either themselves c~m1l' (Out 
tu settle or have been born tn the country; these b"t 
aro c:dk,\ "Shumachs" or ,. the country-born." The 
pn'.'·,.'ll t population was callell into exi"tence hy tl. e 
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enterprise of wealthy merchants from Devonshire 
and J er8l'Y, who built large fishing establishments or 
.. ::;ture::;," as they are styled, in different parts of t.he 
coast, at convenient sites, and every spring engaged 
a number of men (from one to two hundred for each 
establishment), who came out for a term of eighteen 
months, Thc::;e men were in all respects the servants 
IJr "wages men" of the merchant. They went out 
to fi::;11 in small decked boats provided by him, and 
brought in all the fish they caught; receiving in 
return a regular amount of wages, and living in the 
.• Rooms" or merchant's establishment. 

In process of time, some of the men brought out 
their wives with them, and settled. They took to 
fi8bing on their own account, built houses and stages 
tu split fish on, procured boats, nets, and other fishing 
gear; and their connexion with the merchant con4 
si::;tcd no longer in being engaged by him as servants, 
but in dealing with him as customers. They brought 
the fish they had caught and dried to him, and were 
supplied in return with the necessaries of life, which 
ill those days they generally procured ill sufficiency, 
not to say abundance. A man of ordinary activity, 
keeping one or two servants, would catch five or six 
hundred quintals of fish in the course of the year, 
which, during the late war, were worth eighteen 
shillings per quintal, and frequently more. The 
price of provision and clothing corresponded, so that 
their gains were not so large in reality as in figure; 
still they had an abundance of aU the necessaries 
of life. Many saved considerable sums of money, 
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THE FISIIEnJlfEN. 5 

which others too frequently spent in drink, the 
prevailing snare and sin of the settlement. 

Thus a native population sprang Up: yet the 
merchants still engaged an equally large number of 
men every year to come out, as theil' labour was 
required for various purposes connected with thc 
shipping of thc fish; awl the demand for men in the 
" Rooms" increased with the population and the 
supply of fish, i. e. the cod, the well-known produce of 
these seas. 

Thus arose the existence of the two-fuld race; that 
is to say, the" country-born," amI the non-residents. 
Tho latter are chiefly from the ('oa~t-; of Devonshirf' 
and Cornwall, and tho i~l:lll(l of Jer:o;ey. These for 
the most part return horne for the winter, aho'llt 
twenty or thirty men being retained f. 'I' the neces­
sary lnbour of the "Rooms," or to go int-:> tIl.' 
"Winter HOllse," to cut a sufficient snppl." of fire­
wood for the consumption of thc rlloms during the 
remaiu(lcr of the year. After a time, the fi~llery in 
these pnrts was extended ttl the winter, whieh e:mse.l 
some ('han~e and increased the hanlships of the 
fisherman's lifl'. Defore this practice, they used, at 
the close of tll(' sllmmer voyage, tn retire into somc 
sholtered valley or hill sido among the wtlotls, and 
construcL a very simple and small ltlg hut, with one 
mnin room about six feet by eight and six feet high. 
and two small sleel,ing compartments. Here, with 
three or four barrels of fkmr, one or two barrels of 
pork and heef, an.l tea and molasses in proportion, 
the earning" of thc Sllmmer, or rather the supply 
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giVL'll by the merchant in advance for the forth­
co)llling "voyage" (i. e. catch of fish), the family 
l'a:,;:,;cd two or three months in the enjoyment of 
t'Yery bodily comfurt, though sadly cut off from 
eycrything which might minister to their spiritual 
wants "1' moral improvcment. The wind and storm 
might howl without, and the snow-drift whirl in fury 
all around, and the deep ponds become almost solid 
blocks of ice; yet within, the little room was 
thoroughly warmed by a huge square-piled fire of 
wood, which sometimes half filled the area of the 
floor; and as the flame blazed up the wide open 
woodell chimney, it mattered little if it caught fire, 
fur a cup of water extinguished the flame as soon as 
it was caught, and a little clay repaired the damage. 

The man was fully occupied ill preparing for the 
"pring fishery. He had his saw-pit close at hand, 
where also he generally built a fishing punt, a craft 
of somewhat peculiar frame, but usually an excellent 
sea-boat. It is abol,t six feet keel, and six feet 
wide, with "standing rooms" to row in, and the 
midships and stern, where the fish is stowed when 
caught, covered with movable boards, forming a sort 
uf deck; one mast, a low, snug main-sail, jib and dri­
ver at the stern, though occasionally two masts, and 
foresail as well as mainsail. The latter is called a 
skiff, the former a "punt and driver," to distinguish 
it from a punt without that appendage. They have 
other punts, called "shore punts," merely for the 
purpose of hauling the nets and bringing wood, &0. 

These skiffs are not calculated for fishing away 
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from b"IHe, and the ll:l'1l in m(,,,t Ca-cs retllrll fr'}Ill 

tbe fishing-ground evcry evellill;';' j th"uc;11 during tIlt; 
summer, in the lll'i;,;-ht "I" tll<~ fi"lH"ry, tlwy '''.',';(. 
:-iullally pass the ",hille Ilight out :It ;;":1, lyill~ ,], ,II'U 

in the skiff fill" a fel\" II'Jllr,~' I"l·.~t. '1'1 ... 1I;;llall'''"I",· 
is tl) rice J.,ef'Jre d:tll"u, awl Ilaul tIlt; herrillg lIeh. 

which are ;';-':lIl'rally Ilcar the 111111111, "f tIn' 1,:lr]",ul'. 
They then l,n"",,,',l \\'itll their little """,]'11 \'ux, 

'·"lItaiuill.C;- biscuit allil Il\lttl~r, all,] a kcttle of 1I;lt"r, 
t" the fi:-;]lill,~··.~T""I1.], II"h"l"l' tIl<' \\,;1(,-1" is from al"'lIt 
tllirty tu l'ighty fatll"llIs, i. (. til (I·:LII,) :t Il"llf lilll·." ill 
,),'[,(h, ,\rri\",·,l "II til<' SI'"t, IIII')" '.':1'[ l'llt a II'Que' 
111;1,)" anell"!' called :t " kill,wk," eVIIII'"sl',l ur a 11111.:.;­

~h:tl"',) s!o'lle ell"irl"I",1 \\'itll I'liant ~[riJ's of II "",I, 
1'''lllHI ti:,.;II!ly at oil,' Cll"j :tIHI[IIII:-' tl ... .' ridl' "lit !"". 
11"llrs, 111"[,<11 ill \"cry III':\\'Y :-;L'a:-;. If t1I<',I" fiud 11" Ii-I" 
tll('Y pltll Itp their :tllellllr, and try l']";l'lYlIi 'l"l'. FrI" 
(plclltly half the d:l,Y is 1';I,t without t:tkillg a sillgle 
fish, aud thell 1'lIllll'S a .'11,1,1,'11 nll~ uf SUl".'l'.~'" all.! 
tlH'Y '·,It.-I, thclll as f:lst as the lillI'S l':111 l", h:lII1ctl, 
:llld ill a fell" hUlll's the hllat, \\'ltich 11,,]'b a l " 'lit "ix 
'illilitals, III;IY lit' half I, ';lIt.-d. Till' a\· .. "I":lg'.' ,·.tlell i, 
nuout :t <plintal, ratll''I' Ie,,:-; tllall 111"l"l', llilt it is 
cxtl'elliely vari:t1.k j and during :O;"IiIL' months ill tbL' 
Yl':!l' it is seldom tbat more thall t II ,I Jt Y tj,,!J, :t I" 'Il t 
a quarter l,f a 'plilltal. are l':tllo:;lIt. .\ lllall wI:" 1,.1,1 
aliY "tlllT ilCClll':ltiilll might I. .. , 1II0re l'r.,tiLtI,ly 
cll1pl\lyetl; uut l'\"t'll if Itl' hall ;Illytltill..:· 1'1,1' to tit> 
(aUlI the ill!/J",/f,( t.-lllls 8,·:-tn·l'ly yil,I,J..; :t tlue l'dul'll), 
tltc merchant Il",kswith ajeal.,u,.; CYL' on:l dL".l"tiou 

l>f thl' maiu I,u"illl'''''' III' i" "l' far rio;lIt that it is 
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un undeniable truth t.hat all depends on the fishery, 
and that neither merchant nor fisherman could sub­
sist if it were neglected. In the" Capelin scull" fre­
quently as much as two or three quintals are caught 
in the day. This period, so called from a small fish 
of that name making its appearance in such aston­
ishing quautities that even the greedy cod and the 
greellicr fisherman are satiated with them, is of 
a very finetuating and uncertain length. It generally 
lasts from three to six weeks in the months of May 
and .Tune. At this season the poor fellows are 
literally at work day and night. They do not come 
in till (lark, the task of splitting and salting the 
fish then occupies several hours, aud before dawn 
they arc off again to tho fishing-ground. I have 
known 1I1ell not take off their clothes for a week 
together, or get more than a snatch of an hour's 
hroken sleep with their clothes and boots on for the 
whole time. Except at this season, the men begin 
to come away from the fishing ground a few hours 
before sunset; the splitting and salting are done 
shortly after dark; and then follow supper and bed. 

'This is the opportunity of the Missionary: when 
on his visits he arrives at one of the smaller of these 
settlements, where there is no school, and few 
families, he can occupy himself most profitably 
in teaching the childreu and women ; or if they are 
not ripe for even this partial and occasional instruc­
tion, he has to wait patiently till the' hour when the 
cod fishing has ceased, and his fishing of men can begin. 

Then he 'Las his time; and, wearied as they are, 
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in most cases they willingly attend prayers, as f)I)OIl 

as they have concluded their hasty meal; and, in 
many cases, though not so generally, tltey will also 
attend prayers in the morning before setting off to 
fish, if the ~lisiiionary can be early ell<lllgh on !li~ 

ground. This practice was first institute(l in my 
mission uy the lalJOriom; and faithful ('"lley,l in spite 
of his weak and declining state! ,f heaH h. 

There is still nnoth( 'r class of fisllL'J"lIl"1l to hc 
taken into account; Ilamely, tlt,,~l' "')10, haying 
gained a small capita), emlJark 011 a lur,~(T ~calc. 

These lwep a decked 1)lI:d hl'si,l,'s the skiffs; :mrl, 
as soon as the fiHlwry failH 011 their 0"'11 iml11e(liak 
shore, they go off ",ith a ('rew (If til''' "I' three scr­
vantf:l to any part of the isi:tllll wlll'l'c tli"'y lle:lr of 
fish, and rl'tllrning after all ab~L'llce of n mOllth or 
80, unl":l.II their eargol's of fish to uO I. made:' i, I. 
dried 1,y the woll1en and children, and again cd s:til 
on another trip. TheHo Loats are, fur the 1110st p:lI't. 

decked, of about thirt.y or forty tilm; lll\l'lkll, :lIlrl 

can he worked hy two hands, though they "sually 
carry four whell eugaged in fish i 11:":. Tlte I'i~k in­
('\lITL'!1 in this boat·fishillg is ewn greater than that 
of fishing at 11{)1l1L' : they arc seldom able tit procul'l' 
good t:H'klillg or sufficient gear, and arc pJ,ligc,j tIl 

go long distalJ(:es from home. where they arc com­
paratively ullacquainted with the shore. The wry 

wildest part of the westel'll coast i~ the "Pilt wherl" 
of late years, tho fish Ilfl.YC cl1llgregatcd during 
tho dopth of winter in the greatest numbers. 

I Now the Hev. J. Collcy, ~lissionnry lit ill'Tmita,," em·e. 
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These poor fellows follow them thither, and at that 
inclement season are exposed to as much hardship 
:Ii') often falls to the lot of man to endure, while their 
less enterprising or poorer brethren are snugly en­
sconced in some mouutain gorge or wood-clad glen, 
preparing at their leisure, by their own fire-sides, 
for the spring and summer fishery. 

This slight outline will convey some idea of the 
mode of life among the fishermen, of whose religious 
:stnte and spiritual progress during the last eight 
year:; I am anxious to give some account t.o those 
friends in England who" have naturally cared for 
their state," and who have shown that care, not only 
Ot" chiefly by word, but also by supplying, during the 
whole of that period, the means of support to a 
i':icconcl Missionary and fellow-helper to the one 
already maintainod by the venerable Society for tlte 
Propagation of tlte Gospel. 

Whell I was first appointed to this deanery, in the 
autumn of 1847, there were two deacons, both 
Missionaries of the S. P. G.: one at La Poele, 
ninety miles distant from my own station at Har­
bour Briton j and the other thirty miles nearer, 
at Burgeo, the largest settlement on the coast, 
nuoobering about 700 souls, all belonging to the 
Church of Engla.nd. Besides these, there was one 
deacon-schoolmaster of the Newfoundland School 
Society at St. George's Bay, the extreme point 
of the deanery j and another at Grole, twenty­
four miles from Harbour Briton j and a third at 
TIelleoram, about the same distance on the other 
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side. My own mission extended from Cape La 
Hume, to within twelve miles of Belleoram, a line 
of coast of about IDO miles, with forty settlements, 
at intervals of three or four miles, cousisting, for the 
most part, of four or five families each; in some in­
stanccs, of two or three j in a few, of as many as 
eighteen or twenty. At Caultois and Harbour Brit. Ill, 
besides tho fishermen'H families, there was a mer­
chant's establishment, each ennsisting of an agent 
and family, storekeepers, and other officers, and 
about 200 men. I found at once that it was (Illite 
impossible to visit theRo various settlements with 
allY regularity, and at the salLO timc kcep up the 
sCl'Vices at my own station; awl it was the more 
important that the lattc!' should not be intermitt,'d. 
ill order that the inhabitants of the neighhouring­
settlements mig-ht be induced to come lip to Ilarbolir 
Briton on Sundays; a praet ico ill which they wouM 
hardly pcn,cvcre if they were liable t .. disappoint­
ment on their arrival. 

It was to l:mpply this deficiency that a st,hscril'­
tion was set on foot by some kind and Christian 
friends in England to maintain a second Mi~si .. nary ; 
who was accordingly appointe,l, and hrought round 
by the I1isllUp in persun, during my second year at 
Harbour Briton. With my hands thus strengthened. 
we entered Oil a regular plan of operations, by which 
ono was always to be found at home, and the other 
engaged in 0. round of visits. This latter duty 
chiefly devolved on me, owhg to the weak health of 
my colleague. A fllrtnight was generally sufficient 
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to en~ble me to visit the settlements from Cape La 
IT lime to Harbour Briton, and another fortnight 
completell the other half of the Mission; and this 
occupied me during the greater part of the summer; 
while. in the winter, I W:lS confined more immedi­
atdy to Harbour Briton itself, or to shorter circuit.s 
in the neighbourhood. ~ry usual course in visiting 
was to proceed to t.he nearest settlement, either by 
Jallll or l'iea, according to the direction in which I 
was bound; and thence to the next, halting for one 
llight at each place. On arriving, it waB my custom 
to vj,.;it, if possible, e~ch family, and to endeavour 
tl) instrllC't the children in their prayers and 
catecLism, if they were not too rude and illite­
rate. In the evening, the old and young were 
a-;.,cmhled in the house where I lodged, usua]]y the 
most commodious one in the place; when, after 
prayers allfl It sermoll, the time was spent either in 
c;lteclJising the children, or in such discourse and 
directions as the people most needed or t.he occasion 
c;Llled for. 

It is with It mixture of pain and pleasure that I 
IOlJk back upon those visits-of pain, at the recol­
lection of the utter ignorance among the people in 
geneml of the ministerial office, of the nature of 
their own gifts and privileges, in It word, of the 
kingdom of Christ, either without or within them; 
and of pleasure, at the change which God haB 
wronght in these respects, not only, or chiefly, 
through my ministry, but through the labours of 
other faithful teachers and pioneers of the Gospel. 
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When I first came among them, the people re;,;;n'ue,l 
me in the same light as they had always been aCCl!S­

tomed to regard the itinerant teachers willJ had 
occasionally visited or sojourned among them; that 
is to say, that I could" read my book," and was a 

fine" scholar," and could teach the childrcn. Some 
had au indidinct idea, tlmt, in somo way or other, I 
was the proper persun tu perform baptisms and 

marriagos, and othor ordinancos; but, in general, 
there was It ruoted idoa that anyone whu conlll 
read was equally cUl1lpl'tent. This all\IJUnt (If 
scholar~hip ilJSU facto qualified in their eJI's allY 
man for functions of the nature of which they hall 
so very limited It comprohell:->ion. }:\'ell up to tIll' 

last year of my rosiden£.:e, who11 I havo remullstratc,l 
against their unlawful practice of lay-baptisms a:I,1 
marriages at tho haud of allJ chance person, t be ready 
answer has been,-" "'hy, Sir, tbe man was a jiJle 

scholar; he read the sorvico as well as allY l':tI'S'>Il!" 

It lay like ;1 :--all aUlI heavy weight at Ill'art, to 

go ahou t from place to place, feeling that one 
was the eummi:ssionod merchant of no treaSlifU 
beyond all price, which no man cared fur; wllik 
if I had been a trader ill bales of gOLllls allli barre!, 
of flour, all would have mot me with un cag,'r 

welcome. 
It must not be understood that thore was a 

general unwillingness ft.r illstruction; for the arriml 
of a. resident schoolmastol' would have becu hadd 
with delight; but thero was everywhere au utter 
ignorance of tho offico nnd benefit of the miui:;;try ; 
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anel how could it be otherwise 1 In some places, on 
my first arrival, I received from all as respectful a 
welcome as a priest of God could desire. At Push­
thro', in particular, I shall never forget the kindly 
eagerness with which I was received by one of the 
chief inhabitants, who in simple faith had ever 
opened his house to all who came in the name of 
Christ, and felt himself honoured by their sojourn 
under his roof. He stood at his stage head when I 
bnded, and received me with open heart and arms. 
The whole time of my stay his one thonght seemed 
to be how he might most promote my comfort, and 
ministcr to my wants. N or was he unmindful of 
the IJl'tter part; his ear was open to hear what 
Christ might teach him by me. "'hat his ear re­
ceived, his hea\'t pondered-a heart as tender and 
as tl'lil' as any I have known in any rank of life, and 
in which I am glad to claim the place of a brother 
in affection, as well as of a minister in respect. 
This man was one of four brothers, each of them of 
the samc sterling character as himself, and having 
great infi uence fo\' good in their respective spheres. 
Two of them lived in the same settlement, composed 
c.f their own and two other families of the same 
worth. Here, too, I was from the first well received; 
and I found so much simplicity, earnestness, and 
willingness to be instrncted more perfectly in the 
way of God, that I was enabled, before a very long 
period, to administer the Holy Communion to some 
of the more advanced among them. The number 
steadily increased, and before my departure every 
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adult in the place had become a communicant, 
although even here they had previously entertained 
a firm persuasion that that holy feast was not in­
tended for" such as them," and in other places it kl11 
not so much as been heard of. After a time, they 
began, at my instigation, to meet toget hel' on 
Sundays for Divine Service, the two Lrothers leading 
the rest of the congregation, and reading 8el'lll(,IIS 
supplied by me: the rest of the day was spent ill 
catechising and instructing thc children. Daily fami ly 
prayer, private devotions in tbe morning as well a" 
evening, became the rule in every family j 1!Ook-; 
were eagerly sought and )'ead, the children awl 
parents rapidly progresscil. At each snl'L'cL'tlili~ 

visit I had a class of children quite as inlt'lli;,,:"cllt a" 
their equals in a good school at IIOIiIL'. I look back 
on those happy homes an(l that band of children as 
my own j friends with whom I IIUYC ~t~ioul'l1l"l. as 
well as n. flock whom I have taught. Thtlse humble 
communions in their low·roofed 1Ioll:'L', wi t It (h-al 
taLle, and henches for tho rail, have as sweet a 
Illtvour in my remembrance as many in the holy and 
consecrated shrines of deal' and happy" Ellglml'l. 
And t heRe people were lmown loy their fruits; their 
neurest lleighhours bore witue's" to their 1.Lul1eles,; 
lifo and conver:;atioll. It was from f'L'L'ing th. I," 

example that tlley were stirred up tu emulate it. 
They heard no oaths or evil words from their lips on 
tho fishing-ground j they sa.w them patient untler the 
I'ame trials and .lisappointments which d:lily l·ftJ­
yo:.cd other men to wroth; thL'y saw them bearill:; 
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one another's burdens, kindly affectioned one to 
another; wives submitting, husbands loving, chil­
dren obeying; no sound of provocation or answering 
again, but the voice of joy in their dwellings; all 
their works done in love; having salt in themselves, 
and having peace one with another. " I wish," said 
a man of the neighbouring settlement, "'We could 
li,'e as tltey do there." "'VeIl," I said, "begin and 
try; you have the same means, the same graee will 
not be wanting." They did try; they, too, all be­
CiUlle communicants, and, I trnst, are striving to 
walk in the same way of life. This was more or les8 
the case with four or five settlements on this shore, 
and a feelin;; sprang up between pastor and people 
which could hardly have existed under ordinary 
circumstances. Sleeping under the same roof, and 
eating at the same board, seemed to unite us with 
the bands of a man and the cords of love, and to 
establish a feeling of communion and affinity. 

Beyond Pushthro' and Bonne Bay my visits were 
less frequent, and the fruits of means which at 
best were but very scanty and inadequate were of 
course less evident; and it need hardly be stated 
that there were many discouragements, and too 
many tokens of indifference and dislike, barely con­
cealed by the habitual self-possession of the people. 
Too often is the messenger of glad tidings regarded 
as an unwelcome intruder; his presence felt as a check 
and rebuke, his warnings and entreaties rather dreaded 
than desired, the precious gift he bears reckoned 
less than the trouble or cost of his passing visit. 



DIVERSITY OF RESULTS. 17 

'rhe settlements a few miles beyond these were 
separated from the next by a long interval (fourteen 
miles), with the exception uf one or two families in 
a wild and romantic creek; then came three or 
four togethel', namely, i{ ew Barbour, Hent:lJntre, 
Frall(jois, Cal·e 1a Uume, in which there WL're a 
sufficient number of children and families to fill'll! 

one good-sized school and congregation; hilt, UIl­

happily, they were as usual sl'paratl'd by t\\'o, tllrl'l', 
and six miles of stormy sea, which is nearly the unly 
mode of commuuication, that by lawl bein~ so wild 
and precipitous that it woul,l Ioe out "I' the 'lul,,,tillll 
for children to attempt it, and no very L'a,,), task for 
men, Here J frequcntly i'tayL'd for a week together, 
making eithet, Rencontre or Cape la lIume my head­
quarters. There was Illllch gruund 1','1' eIH:ourngc­
mont and inccntive to labuur ill evcry pIaCl'; hut 
tho manners and ways of till! pcuple Wl'ro strikillgly 
difforen t. In one place you will ti nd them dean, 
tidy, thriving; houses neatly amI substantially built, 
and a certain air of sobriety !ulll self-respect. :d.uut 
tho people; the children a picture of delight, with 
theil' beautiful eyes, well-formed fucl's, soft ti:lXl'n 
hair, In anothor, close by, tho vcry rCYCl"Sl' ltf all 
this; hOlll-lcs, or rather hovels of studs, the CrCyicl'" 
gaping wide or filled with moss, thc roof cllYt.~red 

with rinds of trees and sod, the entrance obstructed 
by heaps of dirt, often nothing that dL'-;l'rved the 
nnmo of a door, the aperinre so low that one ll.lUtlt 

stoop to enter, tho iuterior without any furnitnre 
but n low table and a rough stool, scarcely rai:;ed 

o 
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three inches from the ground, the children, wretch­
edly ragged and dirty, crouching ronnd, or creeping 
into the smoky wood fire, an old sail and a few more 
studs forming the only partition between the kitchen 
and sleeping-room, if such terms can be applied to 
such miserable dens. 

I have seldom seen a more picturesque spot than 
Rencontre, excepting a place of the same name in 
another part of Fortune Bay, which is even more 
beautiful. In the place of which I am now speaking, 
a deep bay of four or five miles runs in from the 
point of New Harbour, with magnificent headlands, 
anu bold, romantic caverns and rocks, with almost 
fathomles~ water close at their base. The main part 
of the little settlement is pleasantly situated on a 
i--Ioping beach, on which the treasures of the deep, 
the countless swarms of cod, have been dried year 
after year, since the father of the settlement., an old 
J erseyman, lately deceased, first established himself, 
and took possession of the place. 

When I knew it first there were eight families, 
nearly all his children and grandchildren. His wife 
was a treasure t.o them as well as to him. She was 
a woman of little or no education. 'Vhen she was 
very young, her father was swallowed up in the ice, 
with all his crew. on a howling, wintry day, before 
the eyes of his shrieking "'ife and children, in a 
rlesolate creek where they lived alone. In those 
(hys there were no schools on the whole coast . she , 
was rea,red by her widowed mother, without any 
gpportunity of regular instruction, yet she brought 
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up her own children admirably; their unusual defer­
ence and tenderness to her, when full-grown men, 
bore witness to her judicious training, and her prac­
tical good sense and piety pervaded the whole 
settlement. Nothing was done without her advice 
and counsel, and nothing seemed to prosper as well 
as when she was the doer of it. Tbe ouly clergy­
man who had ever visited the place before my 
arrival was Archdeacoll \rix; and he, I belien-, wa" 
here only once, and for n. short time. A few pns~ill!.! 
visits from Methodist teachers were the only othl'l' 
advantages of this kind which they had ever enjoyell ; 
yet I have seldom witnessed a congregation so or­
derly, and who joined in the service with so much 
devotion and earncstucss. Of their own aceord the 
"maidens" used to range themselves on one Ride of the 
houso, and tho men on the other, and only the h-ast 
of the Lord was wanting to supply all our need. I 
never succeeded in introducing it here. Though 
thoy were I:lorely tried and clmstened, and I attended 
the mother of this Isruel in her last moments, after 
she had secn more than one son and daughter cut 
off with fcver, neither she herself nor her ebihlr,-n 
ever reoeived tho bread of life at my hands. 'rhey 
had a neat graveyard, but no school or a building 
for Divine ::iervice of any kind, though we had fre­
quent projects and aspirations for both. The grave­
yard WlUl cunseorated by the Bishop on the occasion 
of a. visit from him in " t11~HRwk," ncver to be for­
gotten by any of us. At the neighbouring settle­
ment, amid much kindncss of heRrt and some 

c 2 
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exception, there was a Bad contrast in all things, 
temporal and spiritual. 

But I was not long left alone and single-hand~d in 
the work. My coadjutor, indeed, returned to Eng­
land, after being with me between two and three 
years; but a faithful friend and fellow-labourer, who 
came out at the same time with me in "the Hawk" 
and had been placed at Grole as schoolmaster, was 
ordained deacon, and took a great part of this shore, 
i. e. from the Cape to Pushthro', as well as his own 
side of the Bay, under his immediate charge, while 
I still retained the chief superintendence and dnty 
of occasional visiting. Abont the same time- I re­
ceived another great accession; the same kind hand 
which organized the fund for supplying me with an 
assistant Missionary sent out a schoolmaster, whom 
the Board of Education (of which I was chairman) 
employed. He was placed at Pushthro', with a charge 
to visit and instruct the neighbouring settlements; 
and well has he fulfilled his charge. These two have 
heen true help-fellows to me. Both constantly 
visiting, teaching, exhorting, instrncting and re­
proving, along a wild and rugged shore, with the 
rongh lodging and hard fare which fishermen have 
to offer, with little strength of constitution or bodily 
aptitude for the work, they have persevered beyond 
their strength, and nt eneh succeeding visit (at far 
wider intervals than I had hoped to make them) 
I found the fruit of their labours in the increased 
desire at least for something better among the 
people, a deeper sense of sin and shame in the worst , 
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Q higher aim and more consistent walk in the better 
/lort. The privileges and duties of Church member­
ship and the nature and office of the ~Iinistry began 
to be understood and recognised in every place 
which these two faithful men visited, and, of coun;c, 
more evidently where they resided. 'I'he schuol­
master for some time occupied part of the sume 
house in which 1 was alway:; entertained at Pushthro' 
(I need hardly say without charge) till it was bumt 
down while the family were at Diville Service ill the 
school-room, and he lost all his buoks auel othol'little 
property in the fire. As 1 had nuw no a:;:;istaut 
clel'gyman with me, and the fuml for his suppurt 
kindly placed at my disp,,:-;al, I was enaLlell to a~~ist 
in building him a smail llwelling-holl~l" thc ['t:"I,le 
cutting the frame, a11l1 giving their share tIl the 
work (twelve llayS' labour l·ach); subsequently he 
married the daughter Ill" Ollr wurthy h""t, and as 
soon as the house was habitallle (it is nut yet more 
than half finished) I llsed tl) tuke up my abode with 
them, and never visited the place witllOut a deti' 
sellse of thaukfulness. 

Noone is bettcr a ware than the worthy schul,l­
master himself how much remains to hL, done, and 
there are UlallY traits amClllg" the poople of thi-; 
country which a man of very staunch character anll 
inflexible uprightness would I:!ensiti vely feel; yet the 
fruits of his painful visiting and prudent converse 
among the cIders, his gratuitous instruction of the 
young men in night-schools (by no means valued or 
req lli ted 118 it ought to htL \"0 beeu), and his able aud 
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assiduous training of the children in the school, were 
evident in the improved tone and character of all. 
The minister is indeed received as a Messenger of 
Christ; and when we were collected together in the 
humble school-room (so small that I was obliged to 
have three services to enable all to attend), at the 
celebration of the Holy Communion, those who rose 
to depart were the minority,-the greater part 
remained behind. 

I could with equal or even greater pleasure dwell 
on my visits and early Communions at Grole, those 
days of unmixed repose of heart and refreshment of 
spirit with my faithful friend and bis true-hearted 
partner, but that they do not fall so directly under 
the history of the Fund, of which it is my object to 
give an account; though here too, as well as at 
Pushthro', I was enabled to apply a small portion 
of it to assist in building the Mission-house. I must 
turn to give some description of that part of the 
same Bay where Gaultois is situated, and of two or 
three settlements in its neighbourhood. My recol­
lections here are of a more mingled character. 

The English labourers,· living in two large common 
rooms and in most cases without domestic life, were 
under greater disadvantages; and although the agent 
was ever most assiduous and attentive, and every 
preparation which the place allowed of was always 
made for Divine Service (generally in a large, clean 
sail loft), I could not but feel, that with the few visits 
I was able to make (still fewer when I was without 
a fellow-labourer) and the little consequent inter-
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course, there could be no very strong bond between 
pastor and people. 

When I came for a Suuday, the A.M. service waR 
well attended, the agent and clerks being most 

. exemplary in this respect j but in the afternoon the 
temptation to avail themselves of the only oppor­
tunity in the week of walking and paying vi"its \'.'a~ 

too strong for the greater part (If my congregation, 
and they were encollraged in this laxity by my heing 
obliged to divide my day (wcather permitting) 
between them and one of the other "ett lements. 
Often have I set out, against my better judgment, 
to row four miles against a heavy wind alH] ~l"a. 

rather than remain to see the empty :·;ail I, ,ft, am] 
tho two or three " scattercd ones," like the glcallillg 
grapefl whell the vinta:,.!;u is done, who appeared at the 
P.lII. service. A stout boat and crew was al ways at Illy 
service, and a congregation of sixty or one hlllHlred 
people waiting at Het'mitage Co\'e; and seldom have 
I had to put ba.ck, though once e"cry thole pin, and 
almost every oar, was broken hy the stmining tug 
against tho rolling sea. Would that some of those 
men conlcl know tho thoughts of a Missionary 
towards them, and tho deep fecling of regrd and 
sadness that the coldness of his own countrymen 
caused, yet far more for their sakes than for his 
own I 

Hermitage Cove had been, for some time before 
my arrival, the station o! a Wes1eyall teacher, and 
afterwards of 11 schoolmaster of the Board of Educa­
tion; I cannot honestly say that much fruit has 
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resulted from the labours of either teacher. I found 
that vel'y few could read sufficiently to make the 
responses; and although this part of the Bay was in 
general the fairest and goodliest of my vineyard, they 
were not stirred up to emulation by the zeal and 
good-will of their neighbours. 

rrhough the number of inhabitants was larger here 
than elHewhere, it was seldom, if ever, that I could 
succeed in gathering a congregation on week days as 
in other places. I trust, however, that the day is 
corniug. or even now come, when this reproach will 
be rolled away. One of the merchants of a long 
c:,;tablished and respected house in this Bay has 
lately erected, at his sole expense, a substantial and 
handsome church, the only one not built of wood 
within Dlany hundred miles. It is of brick with 
stone facings, about eighty feet long and thirty 
broad, the style early English, and in very good 
taste. Hi:,; first design was for a building which 
might answer the double purpose of a church and 
school, and to build a dwelling-house for the teacher; 
but this plan was J1artly laid aside. It was proposed 
that the old school-room should be repaired, and that 
the llew building should assume the full proportions 
of a fair and seemly church; and the undertaking 
grew so much under his hands that, to secure 80 

great an improvement, I gladly consented to provide 
for the erection of the dwelling-house with the funds 
at my disposal. I accordingly engaged a carpenter 
at once, and procured the necessary materials. It 
was commenced in the spring of the year 1853; and 
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owing to the difficulty of procuring proper assist­
ance, the sickness of the carpenter, and the great 
rise in the price of timber, &c., the estimated cost 
has been nearly doubled. It is now almost completed, 
and has cost nearly 300l. sterling; of this 2001. have 
been supplied by the fund, 50l. by the Church Society 
in St. John's. It is obvious how great and manifold 
are the advantages which may be anticipated, with 
God's blessing, by this good work, not only in Her­
mitage Cove itself, but in the whole hay. A resident 
clergyman at Hermitage Cove (who should also com­
bine the character of teacher with that of minister) 
wonld be able at once to instruct the rising generation, 
and hold services with tolerable regularity at (;aultt)is; 
and although I do not anticipate t.hat there will be 
any general or regular attendance of the men from 
that establishment at the church at Hermitage COn'. 
it would certainly be possihle during the greatt'r part 
of the year, and is no douht the lll':-;irc aud expec­
tation of the munificent donor. 

May the Lord, whu hath at length 0lwned this 
door, givo many grace to enter therein. and He that 
hath set the candle on the hill grant many ttl walk 
by the light therof! 

My hope is to see Colley (now in Pricst's orders) 
transferred from Urole to Hermitage Con', with a 
youth whom he is training for under-schoolmaster, 
or some more competent person. If this desire of 
my heart is accomplished. \here will then be a fair 
provision for the spiritual wants of this Bay. Groll' 
is a station of the X ewfouudlaud School Society, anu 
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ought to be supplied hy them; Pushthro' of a 
Government school; and at Furly Cove, a few miles 
below Hermitage Cove, I have been enabled to place 
a very worthy old schoolmaster, quite sui generis, 
self-taught, and whose life would be well worth 
writing and reading. He is maintained by friends 
in England, some of whom are ladies working with 
their own hands for this object. This old man him­
self built the chief part of a very neat school-room 
at Furly Cove (the people willingly assisting with 
materials and work) and a small adjoining compart­
ment where he lived, and which he always vacated 
for me on my arrival; and besides other smaller 
boats, he built the decked boat for me, in which 
I made the round of my mission the last year of my 
residence. 

It may perhaps be thonght that the erection of a 
dwelling-house at Hermitage Cove, and the further­
ance of others, were purchased too dearly by the 
sacrifice of an assistant Missionary. It may be suffi­
cient here to say, that as the first who was with me 
did not answer my hope and expectation, I was 
unwilling to run the risk of again suffering my 
hands to be weakened, rather than strengthened, and 
thus the kind intention of my friends in England 
would have been altogether frustrated. I wished 
therefore to wait till the desired fellow-helper could 
be found. I felt more and more that schoolmasters 
were more necessary at first to break up the fallow 
ground, and afterwards the ordained minister to sow 
the seed. One was accordingly sent, but he found 
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that the mode of life did not suit him, and he is now 
working in the same capacity and in more comfort 
at St. John's. 

Meanwhile I felt that I could not expect a school­
master of a good stamp from England to be trained 
to the multifarious trades which a genuine X ew­
foundlander exercises, who builds bis owu hOllse, 
makes his own boats and oars, mends his own nets 
and bootH, &c.; but that some kind of (/wellill~, how­
ever huml,le, must of necessity be prepared for him. 
My plan, therefore, was to apply half the fUIH 1 towards 
the snppol't of a schoolmaster, and the fit Ilel' half 
towards building or aiding in building schoul-houses; 
and I contrived by the aid of Colley, and the other 
occasional visits of other clergymen, that the services 
at Harbour Briton should Htill be carrie(/ on with \"cry 
little interruption, making' my visits in the neigh­
bourhood as much as possible during' the week, or 
staying away for one Sunday only. 

In the autumn of l,""i~ I was joine(/ hy a young 
man from Jersey, who had becn in the senicc of the 
merchant at La PUl'le, but was very desirous to fit 
himself, if possible, for holy order~. I rcccived him 
as catechiHt and companion, allowing. him the same 
salary as he had previously received as clerk; he is 
a young TIIan of considerable promise, and has much 
endeared himself to me and many others by his 
affectionate character. He bore the sudden change 
from the comforts of a IQel'chant's office to the 
exposure and hardships of a Missionary life with 
aiogulal' zeal and cheerfulness. He hns since come 
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with me to St. John's, where he has approved himself 
to the Bishop, and is now a student in the College, 
having charge of the boys who board in the prin­
cipal's house, and living with us and them. 

It would extend the present sketch too far were 
I to attempt to enter into any lengt.hened details of 
the progress of the people in the remaining half of 
my Mission, which may be called Fortune Bay 
proper. A few particulars will suffice to convey 
some idea of whatever fruits, by God's grace, have 
resulted from the establishment of the ministry and 
ordinances of Christ among them during the period 
of which I am speaking. 

At Harbour Briton, my place of residence, if the 
ignorance in the first instance was not so great, 
neither was the improvement afterwards so manifest 
as in many other places. The greater part of the 
population being from England, there was, of c0urse, 
a better understanding of the nature of the Church; 
and I found in the agent and storekeeper two staunch 
and well-affected members, who with their households 
were uniformly conRistent in serving the Lord, a 
comfort to their minister, and an example to all. 
This had its due effect on the clerks, and many 
others connected with the establishment; but I could 
never succeed in drawing the labouring men on the 
"Rooms," either to church, or to a night-school at 
my house. When I went among them, and warned 
and remonstrated with them, though some were 
inclined to listen, there was always one or more to 
scoff and jeer; and the one sinner turned the tide, 
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and made the rest ashamed of doing right. In 
proportion to my grief at this failure is my joy at 
hearing that my successor has overcome them, hy 
actually establi:-;hing the school in their OW11 long 
room, an attempt which I should certainly haye 
deemed impracticahle, and I earnestly trust and pray 
that it may be crowned with S11ccess. 

There was always much of interest in the two 
islands at the mouth of the Bay, SaY'JIla amI Brunet. 
In the latter I succeeded in c:-;tabiishing- a (:overn­
ment school soon after I came int" tIll' ~[i:-;sioll; and 
although the schoolmaster was not vcry efficien t, yet 
the improvement in tllO children awl people can 
hardly fail to be considemble, when the f"rmer are 
l·eclaimed from perfect wild11css by t he regular habits 
of school, and the latter have at least the ser\'icl'~ of 
the Church on f'uu<lays, in:-;te:1,1 of every man ,loin!; 
that which is right in his o\\'n ('yes, and ftollowiug 
his own pleasure on that holy tlay. The school 
numberell nearly thirty soholars, a lar~e number in 
tllis count,·y, where the :-;etticments nrc so sallly 
scattered. Even in this ono isln11l1 thcre Wl'I'C /;'11/· 

different spots inhabited, at the four quarters of the 
island, two of which uuly were ncar l'nough fur the 

children to meet at school. 
At Suyona the population was still larger, but 

nearly a third were Roman Catholio; and I could 
not persuade them to co· operate for the establish­
ment of a school, although. at one time I nearly 
Rucceeded in doing so. I left the frame of one 
erected and boarded in, but little hope, I fear, of its 
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being completed. )Janya sad and heavy day I have 
passed in this island; the people being more intract­
able and "resolute" than ordinary, though by no 
means without good ground to work upon; there 
was more than one instance here of men who had 
once been almost ready to turn and rend me, who 
were afterwards among the most attached and faith­
fill of my flock. The settlements along the coast 
from Harbour Briton towards Belleoram were at 
each successive visit a source of renewed joy or 
grief, almost alternately. In one I found, as I trust 
and believe, the seed springing up in good soil, in 
due season to bring forth good fruit; in another it 
seemed indeed to have fallen on a rock, and the 
birds of the air to have carried it away; and this 
not always in proportion to the labour bestowed. 

It was on one occasion a relief to walk from the 
larger settlement which I and others had frequently 
visited, and where there was a good school-room, but, 
alas! no schoolmaster for want of a house, to one 
where the few inhabitants, nIl of one family, had 
lately come from a distant part of the Bay, in 
another Mission, and who were almost unknown to 
me-their clean dwellings and substantial stages (or 
fishing wharfs) bespoke their thrift and industry. 
Duly was I honoured and kindly entertained, 
and counsel sought at my lips. Before retiring 
to rest, as I ~new that nearly all hands were 
only waiting for a fair wind to sail away in their 
boat for their fishery, I thought it necessary to 
remind the father that I should require a crew 
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the next morning to carry me on to the nearest 
harbour, and that he had better tell his boys of my 
wish over-night. He replied very respectfully that 
he would not fail to provide a crew from bis own 
sons in the morning, but that he never spllke tv 
them on Sunday night about the next day',,; work, 
and they never thought of setting to wurk at any­
thing without his word. This answer struck lUe the 
more as it is so very seldom that ehildrcn are brought 
up in this country on any principle of ol'L',liencc; 
they are systematically indulged fre'lll illfulIl'Y, and 
grow up in headstrong self-will. l\S soon a:-; a boy 
is strong eJlough to work allli become a fislwrmall, 
he aSSllllles all the airs of a mastcr, his Blot her and 
sisters wait up(JJI him with cager assiduity, he is 
allowed to act 011 the cvil principle of its being a 
gift whatsoever his parents may he profitcll by him 
(Mark vii. 11), and it is painful to sec thl' L·CJ1N"I\ll.'llt 
reversal of the natuml order-the illlle}lL'wlcl\ce uf 
the chill!rcn, and the dependence of tite parcllt,.;. 
J have HCI'JI a youngster uf fourteen, ju:-;t ill frum 
fi.:!hillg, look til his sister, his eldl.'r hy at ka:-;t tL'll 
yr:trs, allll point ill sileuce to a btoul, which sllC 
promptly brought for him; and fathers .ll'C not 
ashamed to urge, in excuse for sailing in their hvab 
on Sunday, that they are not masters,-their !:lUllS will 

have it so. 
I was the more pleMed and surprised I 'y tht' 

evident onier and ditlcipliuQ, of this family; the 
manner of tht' youug men was pleasing, and mingled 
respeot with cheerful ease in a very unusuul degree. 
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When wc came to the mouth. of the next harbour, 
we met a man coming out with a skiff loaded with 
venison, which he had lately killed in the woods, and 
was going to Harbour Briton to sell. I urged him to 
return with me only for a few hours, to avail himself 
of the opportunity of prayers, which so seldom 
occurred. He replied carelessly that he could not 
wait, and my crew could scarcely repress their sur­
prise and shame at his conduct. He was but too 
faithful a sample of those among whom be dwelt. 
Yet a few miles further, where the people enjoyed 
but the same scanty advantages (this was the extreme 
point of my personal Mission, that beyond it which 
I occasionally visited belonging to Belleoram), my 
arrival was always a source of real and reciprocal 
pleasure. I fouud a class of children fairly instructed 
by one of the mothers, a true and humble Christian, 
the people always ready to a man in the evening for 
prayers, never weary Gf beillg instructed, and again 
at early dawn. I once here concluded prayers at 
ten at night, and began the next morning at four. 
A few miles further on occurred one of those peculiar 
contrasts which are sometimes seen in this country. 
In one place all spoke of thrift, intelligence, and 
comfort; ill the other, the wretchedness and filth are 
more easily conceived than described: yet the sources 
of comfort, the woods and sea, are equally open to 
all. They seemed, too, of quite different races-in 
one place the heads of families were all the sons of 
one man, remarkably fine specimens of fishermen; 
in the other, they were squalid, stunted, and ill-
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favoured. In neither of these places can I speak 
very highly of the spiritual improvement whilst 
I knew them. In the one place, the men, though 
a kind and warm-hearted race, all sought first "after 
their own heart and their own eyes ;" but some among 
the women were much inclined to seek the h:tt.,l' 
kingdom. Four of them on one occasic.11 rowed to 
Harbour Briton to church (about twelve miles), 
without a man or boy to help them, and came back 
the same evening through a pourin~ rain, awl did 
not reach home until a late huur, and in such pitclly 

darkness that they could scal'cely make out their 
o~n harbour. 

In the other, extreme iguorance prccluded all hope 
of improvement, without more pcrmanent and re­
gular instruction than I coulll giyc in pal'sing yisit,:. 
Each time I came the people I-:'at round alld rcpe:ltcd 
the Cree.l amI Commandments after me, but there w,t 

being tIne among them who could reml, all \Va,: I~'r· 

gotten, and on my return I had the same ground t., 
go over again; yet 1\ little further ou there was S(I 

much intelligence and willingne~s, that (although the 
people were evidently of the same ,:toek as the In"t I 

even those who could not read mpillly ll'arnt what 
was necessary for confirmation; and 1I1l1st lIf thl' 
chil,lren, in one family especially (bound to me ill 
mntual affection), learnt to read fairly uudor the 
tutelage of the aged grandfather of the settlement. 

In the last settlement OB this coast nearest Jersey 
Harbour, there WI\S much of earnest and simple piety; 
and the people used freqnently to come up to Har­

D 
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bour Briton to church, although they had three 
miles of swampy marsh to cross, and then three to 
row, with the uncertainty of procuring a boat at 
Jersey Harbour. How often have I arrived here 
travel-worn in body and wC':1ried in mind, and have 
been cheered by the ready kindness and hospitality 
of the worthy and warm-hearted agent and his wife, 
and sent on my way home refreshed. They did what 
they could to lighten a Missionary's cares and toils j 
yet who could help mourning over the 200 souls in 
that place, who seldom, if ever, come to church, 
under the plea of its being too far for them, and 
that the clergyman ought to come to them, and not 
they to the clergyman 1 I was frequently moved to 
have one service there on Sundays, and trusted that 
by so doing a deeper knowledge of their duty to 
(iod and His church might be produced; but in the 
Bishop's judgment this was not the wisest course, 
eit.her with respect to the present or the future, and 
I thought it safer to acquiesce in his judgment than 
to follow my own. ::\hy the Lord in his good time 
bring aU into one fold, and give all the spirit of 
godly fear and holy love! 

It would have been no little pleasure and interest 
to me to have dwelt upon my visits to the happy 
and well-ordered people of Belleoram and their 
faithful pastor, as well as to the regions beyond them, 
80 full of promise and simple faith-the hard-living 
and laborious men of Garmish, with their sterling­
hearted schoolmaster, iron of limb and lion of heart, 
and all the settlements around the bottom of Forhme 
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Bay; twice only could I visit them in the seven 
years, and each time desired that those visits could 
have been seventy times seven, so simple-hearted 
and willing did they seem; but the account of the 
last tour which I made in the" Messenger" has been 
already sent to tho S. P. G., so that there is the less 
need to repeat the particulars here. 

I must not attempt to touch upon the mission of 
Burgeo and La Poele, though situated within my 
deanery, and assisted occasionally hy me. The latter 
especially would require a separate account of itself, 
from tho growing importance of the settlement, and 
the singular spirit of unity, and simplicity, and 
earnestness which pervades the people, and attaches 
them to their zealous and faithful pastor and to 
each other in the bands of brotherly love. The 
number of children in school much exceeds seventy, 
and the clergyman, during the past winter, himself 
supplied the place of schoolmaster, and still, I believe, 
"Continues to add that labour (alone sufficient for one 
man) to the burden of a large and laborious mission. 

It is time that this sketch should draw to a close. 
When it was decided that I should remove from 
Harbour Briton to become principal of the College at 
St. John's, and I set sail in the" Messenger," my little 
decked boat, for a round of my mission, I naturally 
looked back to the time of my first visit, and com­
pared the difference of my reception and the degree 
of progress in the various settlements. Scarcely 
any, either old or young, had then been confirmed; 
eeldom could the ohildren read; the practice of prayer, 
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except at bed-time, was almost unknown; and 
although there was a great desire that the children 
should be instructed, and the parents themselves 
usually taught them their prayers, the Creed, and 
the Commandments, they were gabbled over by the 
children in such a hurried jargon as to be quite 
unintelligible: and so little value was set on the 
office of the minister, that baptisms and marriages 
were commonly performed without him. When 
I left them, the children in many places could read, 
and in most could repeat the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, and very often 
the Catechism; almost all who were of age had 
been confirmed, tIle practice of daily private and 
family prayer in the mornillg as well as the evening 
was gailling ground, if it had not become general, and 
I administered the Holy Communion in almost every 
settlement, and in many cases to a majority of the 
adults; and of them I may safely say, that habitual 
swearing or Sabbath-breaking was unusual, and sd 
scandalous as generally to lead to the amendment of 
the offender. . 

Before I close, I should anticipate a question 
which may well be asked as to the measure in which 
the people themselves contributed towards the 
maintenance of their Missionaries. This was a 
subject on which I had expended much labour and 
care, as I felt strongly that without the clear recog­
nition of the principle of self-maintenance, there 
could be little real regard and attachment to their 
church among the people. '1'here was, and still is, 
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a prevailing idea among them that the Government 
at home supported the clergy, and that there was no 
need for the people themselves to pay; this feeling 
was encouraged by those who came out from Eng­
land, who knew that there the poor did not pay, and 
they naturally transferred tIle same notion to' this 
country. I laboured patiently to explain the true 
nature of the case to all; here, of course, it is un­
necessary to enlarge upon it. In accord::l.llce with 
the principle of the Church Society in St. J ohn'8, 
I laid down from tho first anr! gradually brout;bt 
forward a system of contribution which was so 
moderate that it woulLl not press the po('re~t; slowly 
amI by degl'ees the duty was recognised, and at last 
the focling was in its favour. The amollllt was .is. 

por annum for each sillgle man, and 1o". fur each 
family, except at Harhollr Briton, where it was 
doublo. Thero were so many difficlIltic,.; in the way 
of tho collection, that a third of the whole amount 
was porhaps tho most that was OWl' actually contri­
buted in ono ycar, in actual paymcnt: this amol1l1te.1 
to ahout IOU!. I t must be bl '1"11 L' in mind that, in 
addition to this, it was (L standing rule (which was 
choerfully ct)mpliod with) for a crow of four hands 
(if necessary) to carry a clergyman from (Ille harbour 
to the next, and during tho height of the fishery 
nnyone but a clergyman would havo Leen at con­
siderable expense ill theso expeditions. Fishermen 
would not at times give up a day's fishing for less 
than twenty shillings, or eyen twice that sum. It 
may be reckoned that a Go,ernmeut agent, or other 



3-" SOWING TIME. 

functionary, travelling as I did, would have spent in 
the course of the year two or three hundred pounds; 
and this ought fairly to be taken into consideration 
in estimating the amount of contribution 011 the 
part of the people. 

I . have now endeavoured to convey some idea, 
however inadequate, of what God has been pleased 
to work in this Mission during the last seven years. 
None can be more sensible than I am how much 
that work and those gracious purposes have been 
marred by the short-comings of the workman, nor 
can I fail to see that where it has prospered He was 
the Doer. 

THE END. 

R. CLAY, PRINTER. BRIi:AD Il'RltET HILL. 
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