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FREPP ...... CE 

THE Memoir and gemains, that follow, are publishecl at the re­
quest of lVlembers of lhe Presbyterian Congregation of St. Vincent, 
Sydenham and Euphmsia,who de!iire to llossess, in the book, a mem­
orial of their late Pastor. 

In complying with this natural request, I was not llnlonsclOUS of 
the fact, that the outer life, of the TIev. Mr. McDowall, haJ llttle 
in it of the stirring incident that usually imparts interest to biogra­
phy. But if, on the othir hund, "the work tlone, the battle 
fought, the suffering endmed, in the invisible doma:l1 of the human 
heart, have been fonnd to possess often a great and tragic interest," 
then, it cannot be donied hut some degree of interest,-especia!ly 
to those that knewohim personally-must attach to the inner lite of 
a man, '.vho,-thollgh lIaturallv his "heart was haughty and hiS 
eyes lofty,"-became, 1y the discipline of suffering, like one 
whose" 100n\ was even as a weaned child," 

Of another dIsadvantage also, I was fully concious. Not one of 
thfi many sermons left by Mr. McDowall in manuscript, was in­
tended by him for publication. They were written with care; bllt 
they were also evidently wntten with the thought ever preser.t, 
that they were to be spoken to men, and not read by them. On this 
account the few Sirmons, here published, afford, as the reader can 
easily percsive, 110 fair critenon of what Mr, McDowall was, either 
as a writer or as f\ thlllker: but, what is tar better, they tiach, 1ll 

language that every onl3 can understand, the great doctrines of 
God's holiness, man's misery, and Christ's meroy. The truth is, 
that they were seleoted, as their author wonld order were he still 
with wi,lUore with a reference to the good they may do among~t the 



eommon people-to whom their circulation will probauly ua COlt­

fined-tllan with a referenoe to the degreca to which they exhibit 
the talents of their writer. 

Special thl4nks are due to Mr. WIllIamson, for upwards of tell 
years ths respected teacher ot the Chatsworth Common Schoo!, 
for his assistance in recderinE from short·hand Mr. McDowall's 
manllscnpts. 

J. C. 
Chatsworth, 1\1arClh 1st 1866. 
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REV. JAlVIES MUDOW ALL. 

I.-HIS BIRTH AND BOYHOOD. 

1t has been remarked, we think by Cowper, that with some men 
God's dealings lU providence are, all, after Olle unvarying tYlle of 
seeming sevdnty. In the life we are here about to sketch that 
remark seems verified. Mr. McDowall might inueed have often 
said, that God was '5ettmg 111m as a mark for hi£> arrows. If tbe life 
of tJvery christian, carries ill it, however humble it mav hZlve been 
some useful lessons, the lessons of the following life lie, it WIll be 
seen in the meekness alld p:ltience with wbich its heavy trials wera 
borne, aud in the spiritual frUit they, in the enu, proiuceJ. Aud 
should YOll, kind reader, feel, at times, faint and out worn 10 thig 
lIfe's pilgrimage, the examrle here set may help to teach you 
similar patienr.:e, and to teach you also how trne it is, " that grief 
shows us truth as night brings out the stars." 

The late Rev. James McDowall was boro, in 1826, a soldier's 
son. His father Robert McDowall, a native of Johnstone near 
Glasgow, served tor fifteen years in the first or Royal Rel!:i~ent of 
Dragoons cOll:imanded, at that time, by Lord 8umerset. Frc'm the 
ran ks. step by step he rose to the position ot u non-comm1ssioned 
officer when in 1835, in consequence of disablement by chronic 
l'heumatlsm he \Vas discharged with a penSiOn. The description given 
of him in the army papers, as a mar. "five feet ome inches In 
height, with dark hair, hazel eYEls, aud dark complexi,m," m1ght 
allSWJr in each part1cular for his son James. The discharged soldier, 
with his wife alld three cluldrsn,returned to his nat1ve Village where 
lived his father and brL,thers, all of them, we uuuerstar..d, men of 
talent, enterprise. and force of character. Soon thereafter death 
entered the little family circle; and one after another was smitten 
down til! 110ne remained hu.t the eldest child, the subject of our 
n'emoir. The memory of this sore bereavement 'W,iS undoubtedly 
present to him many years ther6tl.fter when he penned the follow­
ing words:-

" Tbere are c')n htions o( hUIURo life, and suB'e .. iap; when 009 calamity £0110""'8 

harJ upon !l.nother: when loss follows loss: woe follows woe: when our means 
Of subsistence gradually decline, arid we are left but as poor beggars in th" 
world. And semetimee ill p,ddition to this, one dea.r friend is taken away and 
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'Lb. lIlother, and another, and another, tIll no one i~ lert but ourselves .and we 
oU1'Ie1'"el are pa.ra.lyzed with weakness, our strength IS gone, our heart. IS over­
whelmed. In Buoh II condition ofaff9.irs people actin many ways. One!s dnven 
te ee.palr, another aS9ull?-es the port lIt,ld deraea.nor. of t.he S.tole, another cries .to 
f}od, cries to his Father In Heaven, cnes to Him Itl hls distress, looks to Him 
when his bea.!'t is onrwhelmed." 

To au intelligent and sensitive child a mother's death is ever a 
great grief. In a sermon by Mr. McDowall on the words: "Here 
we have no contmuing city, but we seek one to come," Heb. xiii., 
a, we recognize the feehngs and the words of one who knew this 
grief from sad experience :-

.. W. must be taught that 'here we ba.ve no continuing city. Ani[ the first 
.teps in that teaching seem often barsh and starn. For the motber e.t whose 
foot we sat, from whose familiar face beamed on us peace and love found no­
where else, in whose lap we ca.st ourselves in tbe wantonness of affection, or in 
the aba.ndonment of some childish grief, an"! whose kindly hand we loved to 
feel around us,-that mother has been smitten by ruthless death, and we have 
seen har lie cold and pa,le, and wben we cried she did not chide, nor did she 
smile when we looked into her fac~, And the culd clammy touch of her corpse 
stsrtled us like some electric sbock ~nd sent the blood ba,ck freezing cold into 
!'Inr hea.rt!, and we then discovered that she who loved us is nol there. The.n, 
after a. few days of strange fears, she W(lS carried away from jiS, and the home, 
we loved so weU, becilme empty and lonely, and now seem, no longer our 
home. Thus we enter on lifB's journey, and thL1S we take our first of many 
leSions, that here we have no continuing city." 

To these early sorrows was, probauly, owing; the sadness that 
underlay, so deeply, the gra.ceful humour that played on the surface 
of Mr. McDowall's character. 

The grief that marks our dawning youth, 
To memory ever clings j 
And o'er the path of futare years, 
A lengthened shado\v flings. 
The gayest hOl1rs trip lightly by, 

And leave the famtest trace j 

B'.lt the deep, deep track that sorrow weal S 
No time can e'er efface. 

In Ius sixte~llth year, or sometime in 1841, he engllgerl himself, 
as an apprentice gardener. ILl tlus .callllF he manifested tor a' 
period of seven ~r ~igh~ years, the diligenc-;';, and uprightness, of 
13hllraoter, that dl~tl]gL\lshed him in after life. He kept <lJonrn\ll of 
each day s work lt1 the garden, began the stlld y of Scie n tific 'Botany, 
persuaded Ius fellow-wurltmer. to sl\b~c:ribe with hun for the "Gar­
cener's.Chron~cle," wrote some letters to this penotlical, and inter­
flilted illmself l.n the wf:'llbeing of t.he people around him. Cenifi­
cates from varIOus musters, and many acts of kin-Iness shown him 
by slloh men a~ Mr, Stirling ofKeir, atte'lt the esteem lrt which he 
was held by hls employers. 

'IhepartlCular pe~ioJ of his lite when he made deliberate choice 
o~ Jesus ChrI~t as hiS Lord and M.ister, and sLlbmitt,"d himself and 
bls wa~s to hiS sl1pre~e control, it is now impossible llCL?lIrat 'Iy to 
aetermIne. On fanlJ!Y matters and personal religion he was al'.vays 
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very reserved, even with Ins most intimat., friends. It is however 
probable that-in common with hundreds more, some ilca{tered ove; 
t~e world as missionaries and ministers of the gospel, and some like 
himself, already .gone to their re:ot,--he was roused to religious enquiry 
~nd qUickened Into spiritual life amid the awakening that usht:red 
In, and followed the disruptIOn, in 1843, of tlte Scottisl, Nationul 
Church. In 1846, three years therealter, we find him; in a paper 
formally dra .'VO ont and duly signed after the fdshion recommended. 
by old Divines, ~l()lemnly renoun:::ing the world and its way'i. and 
co?secrating himself to Gud. Having.thus fuund the Pearl of great 
pflce,-the g.eatest to the human heart of' all discoveries,-he be­
gan to yearl1 after the inestimable pr vi lege of bringing others to the 
pussesslOn of the same wealth. Wilel a view, th{aefure, to the 
Chflstian Mil1lstry in connection With the Free Church of Scot­
land, he began, in that same year the study 0f Latin. Tuiling hard 
tb.rvugh the day he gave hIS evenings, vtJry late into the nightl tg 
the work of preparing hllnse;f for College. 

n.-HIS STUDENT LIFE. 

'With what kilOwledge of Latin, Greek, and MathematICS, he 
conld thus acq llire after his day's labour as a working gardener was 
over, h~ set his face towards Euinuurgh UillVerSlty. The conduct 
QfmallY t:3cotch Stmlellts in struggling lhrclligh puverty, and defici­
ent early tmining towards a University Degree and an h()nollruul~ 
place in some one of the learned professions, i~ worthy ofadmira­
tiOIl. The privatIOns then endllret.l and the habits at intensE' study 
then [or nIed conluce lalgely to future success in life, as the history 
ofmuny eminent 'nell ubllndantIy testifio". It was amid trial'i of 
no ordInary kinu ,\lr. i\'lcDuwall earned on his studies. ThiS is 
applHont from the folI'owilig letter uauressed by hllUjust before en­
tering Oil hi~ Co!lege Conr~e to lVIr. McDollg'lll now Proiessor of 
Moral PhtiOSOP'lY in Ediulmrgh Unlversity;-

.1 From ni::e yefln of age till tbe beginni11~ of }[arch 1848 I hllve bten without 
inlol'mission 8u;(.lged in tnWLI:ll!n.hoUl'. F,Jl' two years lifter I began"to latour 
I "nendcd during the winter evening. all evening SCIIOO! where r was taught 
writmg [tnd uri,Lmetic. Bllt engagiu,,: mysP~f to It fMmer I soon forgot all I bad 
pre\"ionsly leiu·ued. After two ;";li'3 service in the conutry, r engaged 11& an up­
prentie,j O'ftr leue,·, wilen my sp'tre time W.19 wholly (:lkeu up itl acquiring a know­
ledge of the business. I ent;cl'ed the gltrlcn of Mr. Stirling of Keir where 1 com­
menced in IS,l'; ttle stuuy Of tbe Latin language, and ill tbe following year Greek 
flnd Geometry. Tin only a9,istp.nce I receIved in tlle,e wa~ from Mr. i::ltewart, 
Briuge ot Allfto, whom I met:' hy accident, and who kicdly invited me to bi8 
house aft"" my bbour W~3 o\"or, and gave me help. On my leaving Kelr for Fife­
shire, he introduced rna to the f~cv.Ml'.Brodic of :Uonimail, wbo gfl,e me much as­
SiSL:"lnce, and through wh,J31l kindness and meaDS [ was enabled to enter the Nor­
mal School." 

Dl1ring eight year3,-11lS term of study a~ the Univergity a..nd Di· 
vinitr Hall -he "toiled hurd tbrough the hours ofthe sad. mldniaht 
watch, wringing bnt a slight sleep out of his conch" so that h~ 
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m,ighthonourably discharg@ the two1old duty of student and private 
tutor. 

':-ket me ,study" he writes In his private jonrnai, "wit~ re~olution, per.ever­
ance, Illd fortitude, and let me oerve my God. abore all things.' 

18152 Oct. 13 . .....;A.lternpted to read Plato but W.lS in a very confused state of 
mind' 'called twloe on Dr. Allion as 1 wished to consult him abo!lt this severe 
cold ,bilt:dlJ no~see him. Got some honey which I tru$t will help in etopping 
the ~oughl{y body nervous and the mind depressed and unhinged, so that I 
teel most nnhappy. I can imaglnl) nothing better for me than to haH frequent 
recourse to my Bible lind prayer; 

Oct~15.-'Fo'und Dr. A1ison who ordered me some medicine, aud recommended 
the shower-bath; 'he says my lung~ ,are not affeeted, but comlI1ands regularity. 
Called on Mr. --'- lind got into argument in regard to the terrible fate of the 
nations of Canaan ; I dili Dot feel strong enough to contest the POlDt, and as I 
was conscious I had the wrong side of the question, [ yielded. 

Oct. 20.-Feel much agitated and excited, whether owing to these repeated 
examinlltions, or to weakness, I know not; but my health is much relaxed. Oh! 
that I could get back my original energy, when nothing,' nor nnyamount_ of 
studl WIIS a labor to me) when I could do as much in one hour as I can do, n,ow, 
in 'SIX." 

It has bsen jUltly remarked, that the h~urs for study taken from 
needful rest-are not redeemed but borroweJ, and must be paid back 
With double interest in future life. It wa~, indeed, so with Mr. 
McDowall; and, like ma.ny others, gladlY would he in after life 
have parted wit.h many of his most valuable acquirements could he 
thereby recover the health he had lost in their pursuit. 

His favourite studies were lan~uage8 and mental phIlosophy. 
And before the close ot hiS Theological course he acquired fair skill 
in Hebrew, and becamil so far versed in Latlll, Greek, French, and 
German that he could with li~tle trouble read any common author 
in these langutlp;es. To Speculative PhilosophY, however, he devo­
ted himselt with intense ardour; and good was it for him tnat be­
fore he had "eaten of the insane rool that tukes the reason prisoner," 
the "God of our Lord Jesus Christ the Father of Glory gave to him 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ." 
The most striking feature about him as a stndent WflS his thorongh 
originality of thought, rising on some OM[tsions to tali boldness Hud 
brilliancy of true genius. So strongly indeed did his tp.ndency lie 
in the direction of tree and independent enquiry to the scornll1g of 
all human auth~rity, that he would have been in danger of passing 
safe h~lts, had 1t not been for the humble reverence with which he 
ev-er bowed before the authority of the word of God. Whenever 
he felt satisfied that any doctrine was taught in the Bible he cordi­
ally accepted lt, however much the doctrine tanght might seem to 
transcend human reason, or to defy recon.::ilia,tion with other doc­
tnnes. As long as his field of enquiry was human, and ~omprised 
only the. possible and probable, he delighted in the exercise of all 

unwearying and subtte intellect; but whenever he entered the ter­
ritory t ... ·here is heard tho voice of God, he cea.sed. to queiltioD or pry, 
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and with chi.ld-like spirit h~ believed.. From this !iogle fact it hap­
pened that hlS large acquamtance with German Metaphysics ana. 
Theology-though it might have tinged with Ii certain hue hiJ 
style of thinking an<i ofspeaking,-d id not in tbe least unsettle th. 
fouiidation of his faith. nordiminish at all his admuation for, or at­
tachment to, the Standards of the Presbytetrian Cburch.The.Sov~ 
erp,ignty of God was the central tnl!ll in his system of theology~ 
and the truth also, that in Hs practical aspect, seemed chiefly to lJUS­
ta!nhim. under the heavy trials God sa IV meet to send upon him..,. 
" It IS God's wlll; an~ he knowil what is best for rue" was an ex .. 
pression often on his Ups; It was this child-like submissiveness to 
the will of God, in Revelation and Provid",nee, that constituted hiA 
safety amid the perill> .of intellectual speculation, and amid the iriala 
of a life of much bodily suffering and, mental conflict. 

It was his goou fortllne to have been the pupil,-while at Edm­
burgh University and New College-of such men e.s J:'rofe.sor 
Fraser, McDouu;all, Duncan and Cuuningham. By all the'se hp. wt\S 
respected as ;3,n able and conscientious student, as his. certificates 
and prizes still attest. A privilege of great value fell also to hilt 
share in the companionship and friendship, while at ~~onege, of a 
few young men of marked ability, who have since lisen fn Britain 
to distinction ill the church, and in the higher waP~ of literature. 
One of these was Mr. Downes, (working editor O'ithe rf:cent edi­
tion of the Encyclopcedul Britannica, and author of the articles on 
Burke and Jehn 'Nilson in recell! num!Jers of the )Jorth British 
Review) who died the slimmer before Mr. MCf0owall, after baving 
begun in London a litarary career of great pro mise. The esteem 
with which Mr. Downes regarded his old tr;,end when the waters 
of the Atlantic rolled between them, may ~)e inferred from the re­
marks of a mutual friend of theirs: "I had a short night ot Downes" 
writes this friend to Mr. McDowall. "fie is away home on sick 
leave. Nothing wrong with his lungs u.s I on'~e feared. You mu~t 
not think any ill of him not writing you. He again and again has 
taken guilt and shame to himself for 1",is negligence. Poor fellow! 
he has such a torpid temperament that It requires a great effort fur 
him to write a long letter or even 'an ordina:y one. I assure you. 
If he does no~ write you it IS not hecull~e he has (orgott~n you. He 
speaks of yon with much affection and esteem." To these friends 
he endeared himself much by h'is generoll" furgiving dis;,osition, by 
his genial humonr and droll eccentricities, by his honesty, by 
his openess of speech, and by his general goodnes, of heart, that 
" suffered long and was kind." 

Under his severe habits ot stndy. his health, never, we beli~ve. 
robust, would have sunk had it not been that his love of adventure 
and his palJSiOIl for the country and fur walking, drew him much. 
into the op~n ail'. ERch Saturday during the College lossion was 
devoted, in company with one or two friends, to ramble OU, by ~h. 
Psntland hilla or aCrQii the co~mtlY to Dalkuith, or along the Ita-
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shore' dowh by Gra"nto~,' Portob'ello and l'IIllsselborough., B~t 
when Autumn brought him release for a month or two from hIS 

dutie~ as 9, teacher in Ine great city, he made long to~rs" 011 ~OOL, 
through the cGUllfry. Ou oile occa5ion, III compal?y'wlth a fnand 
llowa missio,r.ary in India, he made a pedestnan tour thruugh, 
the North of Ireland. He' has been heard to relate, III play tul 
humor, the straits to which h0 was reduced in this tour by rLlllnlllg 
short of il1oney,~not an uncommoll event with Scotch stude~ts.''­
aud the difficulty he had In decidIng whether the funds remRJnlr.g 
would be i~lvested with [TIgre profit in travelling speedily-as far 
as the money wuuld go,-by railway or' in travelling slowly on 
foot. The decision was given in favour ufthe tHue-hunoured mode 
of locomotion anti he made out Dublin where an uncle resided. 
On another 0cl?hl.siul1, acc.ompanied by the same friend and the 
writer of th is sketch, he made a lengthened tour on foot, through 
the' wildest dIstricts of Ros~, Inveruess, and Argyle. The party 
made the ascent of Ben Nevis, Ben Muich Dhui, and Ben Wyvis. 
His journal contains very [uJ.! details as to these ascents. We can 
make room for onlyone or two extracts :-

1853. August 5.-Reached Balmoral. I cannot say that it is a fit place to 
become extrava,gan.t ab.out, there being much finer places ,ou Dee-side. Arrived 
at Brae;nar I began to make arrangements for climbing Ben MUlCb Dhui. Gave 
orders for a gUIde. ' 

August 6.-Rose about six o'cleck. The guide appeared leading It pony to 
earry our kD>~psacb and .we set out fnr the Ben, CJur road lay by Mar Lodge 
ana amid the rUins of coltages. As we toilad up the hIll, we C'lme in ·sigbt of 
snow, ahd wer~ assailed by a sevel'C hail-storm wbicb, pelting us without pity, 
gave us a taste of .he storms that must rage on the snmmit, 'fce view from tbe 
sumluit i~ good, We settled with our guide, who now left, givina: us obscure 
directions fur ollr descent. on the other side. In a few mmuted all were goue and 
I wa3 'left alone on the mountain snmmit. I arrangeli my plants and began to 
write It letter, but my friend3 were so far in advance, and it was so bitterly cold 
that I also SOOIl bade fal'ewell to this abode of wind and winter. 

< 

Augu!lt·lO.-We arranged to proceed to Dingwall aud make the· ascent of 
Beil Wivis. Reacbin·g Uonnon Bridge. look II, short cut across the hills. We 
paslied one of the loveliest little lochs in the world-all around was as still as 
death. .A. beauliful island lies in the 10clJ, covel'ed witb wood, and all around 
the locb is beautifully 'Wooded. Suce II spot one might retire to and there be a 
bermi~. At Strathpefferfound the hotels all fulL 

Augu~t 11.-Got breakf!lJst and set out for the top of Ben Wyvis, On the way 
up I l~ft tbe party expecting to flet on the top of the hill first, and see tbem 
toilin'g'np below me: bllt w~ had not been long separated when a, heavy mls.t 
came on, I pressed on, and when I refj.ched tbe summit all wa. mist and dark­
ness, I waited till tbe mist c:eared awf.l.Y and a magnificent prospect opened up, 
T,he sun was shIning brHliamtly on about eight lakes in view SCttttered anlong. 
lulls; !~OlUe ,~f 1~llse broad sheets, of water and others enly peeping out from 
bet:lf\e\l.lolty bl,ll~. The mountalns'rose oneaftel' another in gloomy grandeur, 
theIr tops l\0W v\slble and IjOW h)st amon,g the whiLe cloudil that gUded acroas 
the'laudl!cl'pe:" , ., . < • , 

IUcfluch ~Ilnly and eno~ling exercises: did. Mr. McDowall spend 
~ach r.eturnmg Autumn IJrlllgmg back With hml to hB wearing toil 
111 Edlllburgh fresh stock ot mnch needed health. At length after 
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eight Y~ll.rs of diligent preparation he presented himself as a eaudi­
date for license before one of the Country Presbyteries of thti Free 
Chnfch. .Topreach Christ was the cherished object Of his desire 
from the hme he first came to know Him. For this end he read 
and studied .wh~lst hIS fellow-workmen slept-for thiS he submItted 
to severe pnvatlOns ; and When once and ap::a.in his health threaten­
ed to break dowl'l, for this he wished it';! cJntinuance. All was 
done, a& far, at least, as man's motives can be unmixed, that he 
might be ther~by t.he better fitted to under5tand the scriptures, and 
to declare God If. mind out of them. The penod to which he had 
long looked forward arrived, and in the fUffimef of 185£ he received 
authority from the church to preach the gospel. 

IlL-HIS CHAPLAINCY. 

During the !ltruggla that succeeded the Revolution of 1688 the 
Earl o~ Angus enroled ii'om the Covenanters 0i the \Vest for thtl s~r­
vice of King William a hody or Infantry thd IS still known by the 
name of the "Cameronian Regiment _" The Regiment retains 
after the lapse ofl11 ore Ulan olle hundred and seventy years, a huge 
infusion of the Presbyterian element. \Vhen, in 1843 the Disrup­
tion of the Scottish Church took place, the Presbyterians of this 
Regiment adhered to the Free Church, and from that time rlwy 
have looked to the Coloniill Corn/mttee of that church for their 
supply of chaplains. To thill pust Mr. McDowall was appointed 
after receiving license, anJ in the Summer of 1856 he set sail 
for the Bermudas, where the regiment was then station2d. He had 
very SnpI'JrlOI' qualifications for the office to which the Church had 
appointed him. Himself a soldier's SOll, he felt an interest in the 
soldiers. His courtesy of rilanner, nnd staid, manly bearing, well 
comported with his positWll as an ambassador of Christ amongst 
military men. His bold, outspoken declaration ot the truth appears 
hy the fl'llowing extract from a sermon addressed to tho regiulent 
on that vice-drunken ness-which is tile great stain on the other­
wise iaIr fame of tile British Army :-

.As I pass in Elnd ontamong YOll I see many placesopsJ1for drinking. i sae.the 
military prison !Wad wite llleLl who ha,-~ given their eaenings to this ·dcc. 1 see 
men ruining: tbeir hoalth by this vice and on account of-such things lIly heart is 
sad. Does my luuguage offend you? Giln J s~e men prostrated for weeks by 
this sin, CA.n I look over the def;Lulter'3 book R:ld find (loiumn Ilron column filled 
with tha records of drunkenness, c~.n I look upon ragged childreil and worse 
than motherless babes aud not have cause to feel SOld and to speak: in ,plai\l 
languag-e. - Oh ! my mell, it t~lking' conld redeem yO'l I wouid ~nd f:el;n~ 
word3 even to weepinO'. Bnt I feel r spe'tk to som~ who are too) deep Iii· tillS 510 

to refgl'lu themselveo, ~ven should an angel from heaven spp.ak to them •.. Ola! is 
it not horrible to teel overy thing give way under the feet, everything yi~lding 
th!l.t is seized, ev~ry effort to sustain ourselves baffled, and the~ to experience :th.e 
dire horror of f!Lllini!, fnlling, f,tiling, 10ll'n, down, 6\'el' ~olVn .Into a d.n:rk bqt(9m­
l~ss abyss, and yet :nethinks tbig is not worse than the mlse'lllato w.hl?h t.be p,,?r 
drunkard is falling. ' 0 Israel thou hu.st destroyed thyself. You Will dllnk, tIll 
lhe strong man staggers, till the brain reeIs,.till tile fiJl() intellect totters, till .the 
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lnaM lora With.FI, till the noble heart breaks, and in it. brea.king, breakM ftlAll1 & 
hevt beaides. (0 brael thou hase destrored t13yself J and where shall help be 
fDnnd?" 

A.f~r she 'wing his bearers with great earnestness Wl:Jere help is 
not to be .found, he leads them to the foot of the cross where aIoQs, 
after all that has been tried, hes effectual power to reform, elevate, 
and i.tine the chlldren of men. 

:Uisdeep a.nd kindly sympathy with the soldiers amid their 
'temptations and liUffexlUg3, appears from a let.ter addressed. to 
Col. Hemphill In behalf of four nlen than on tnal for desertIOn. 
After a.n apology for vilnturing to interlere in the matter he goes 
on to Bay:- " I do not know the men, nor any tiling further 
about them than the common report of their attempt at desertion 
and failure. Sittiol! here alone I have been making their case my 
OW-l),I,t'eel (..>r them" and I would vdnture to entreat your leniency 
towards them. It may be sflid that it is necessary to make an 
exampleo! them; but He who kuows the human heart has1ihown 
us that mercy .goes further to move men than severity. That de­
"J't~on is n high crime I admit, but as a plea ill their behalf let us 
eonsid,er the dull, lifelesss;)lilariness of this place, from which all, 
who ea.n doit,eagerly hasten to escape. (Mercy is tWIce blessed., 
it blesseth him that gives and him that takes:' but a greater than 
the poet has said • Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtam 
mer~y: r hope you Will uot think ill of me fur writing YOl1 un 
this matter. I oiten try to teach the soldiers contentment and 
submission an.d trust it .is not wronlr to plead from yon mercy for 
the "rring amongst them." 

One I(reat advantage accrued to him from his residence in the 
Bermudas. Forced, as he was at Colleg~, to devote much of his 
time ,to earning the mea.ns ofsubsistence, he conlJ ill most of the 
branches of study that came before him, only make a beginning of 
breaking ground'. Settled in a garrison town, the minister of a 
!lmall congreB,atlOn, with little demanJ. on hi:s tilUe for VIsitation, 
he found ample opportunity to prosecute his stndies and to mature 
his powers as a thinker. To what U;;8 he 'put these threG years 'of 
comparative seClusion and Ielsule, was man ifest t.o all th ose that 
knew him before and ,after that period. He read indeed so extell­
sively in the German Theology, that tor a time he rall no small 
risk ofIOSlDg the,si,nplicity of thought and language that ought 
ever to oharacteriza the mess~l1gers of Christ to f,,\Jen m:l.l1. But 
amid the s'llitude of that island home he acquired a large amollnt 
ot varied learmug, and he thought out fur hImself many questlOt1S 
tllat other menare.contellt to takt:l 011 tmst· Bnt more that! all 
~h.s, and ~a~ter far, he t~ere learned unquestiol1lug and lll'lcomplaiu-
109 SUbm.lsslon ~~ the wl~l of God. His Wa'3 na~nrally a prond 
heart, an ambItIouS mllld, and a I:!tubborn wiP. The trouble'! 
through. which he had already pa:ssed were 11ot, it. st'em:s sufficient 
to subdue his spirit. Hea vier sufferings were in stor~ for him. 
The leeds of consumption hiddon in hj~ constitutioll from his boy-
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hood and quickened into life by his late hours as a student, began 
in the Barmudaos under the influence of a mOIst and debilitating 
climate, to bring forth their bitter fruit. What he suffered during 
the three weary years he stood to his pJst in that trymg climate 
nOlle ever knew save his Father In heaven. \-Ve have seen him 
shudder at the simple recoEection of the bodily pain and l-uentul 
depression of these days. "The experience of God's people 
shows,", an eminent author remarks, "that bodily pain has a spe­
cial office to perform in the work of sanctification. In the unre­
l1ewed its tendency is to exasperate: when self-inflicted its ten­
dency is to debase and fill the sonl with grovelling ideas of God 
tlnd religIOn aud wIth low self-conceit. But when inflicted by God 
on his own children, it, more than anything, teaGlhes them their 
weakness allli depelJdellce, anu ca~ls upon them to submit when 
sul9missioll is rnos~ difficult. Though he slay me, I will trust in 
him, is the expression of the highest form of faith." Before Mr. 
McDowall left Bermuda matters reached that blessed issne with 
him. 'The ordering of his way, the bllrden to be borne, the path to 
be trodden, the provision for the journey, the early or late coming 
of the final rest, all were with the SImplicity of a cluld left by him 
in the hands of the Lord .T e:ms whose lie was and whom to the lait 
he strove to honor and please. His was now very literally, llldeed, 
the language of the hymn J a copy of which was fonnd amor.g his 
papers :-

liLy God whose gl'[1cious pity I may claim, 
Calling" Thee Father, sweet endllaring nllUle, 
The snlfcl"lngs of this weak and W2'UY fra:uc 

All, all are lmown to Thee. 

From human eye 'tis better to conceal 
Much that I sufrer, much I hourly feel i 
But 0111 this thougllt does tranquilize and heal, 

All, all is knowu to theG. 

Aud this continual feehleness, this sUtte 
Which setOmetll to unnerve and incapacitate 
Will work the cure my hopes and fea!'s await, 

Th[.t I can lea.vo with Thee. 

And welcome, precious co.n thy spirit make 
My little drop of suffering for thy sake i 
F~ther! the cup I drink, the path I take, 

All, all is known to Thee. 

The Rev. Mr. Thorburn, the resident Presbyterian mir.ister of 
the Bermudas, thus writes of NIr. j','lcDowall:-

"His public a.ppearances indicl1ted reBearC? and cal'c:fnl preparation and were 
generally appreciated. He was fond of l'hyolcal cxe~cI.se and made. freqne~t ex­
curilion~ :~mong and upon tlB different r~h\nd3. H~s nCJ,lth not· Impr~vlUg he 
took first a short' trip in the autumn ot 1857 to the UUlted States of .Am~~lca, al!d 
tben finally l'esolved te leare the Bermudas altogether. an:! fi~ hiS res~dence In 

Canada. Thi~ ~~@p was not geuerally appt'oved by ht~ medical "dYliOU and 
c 
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other friehds. It waa thought the climate of Canada would be too sever~ for his 
delicate frame, but his heart was Qet on going thither and although an appo.lDtmllnt 
was meanwhile secured fer him in Antigua, W. I" to Canada he went lD May, 
1869. ,- ,On, telldering the resignation of his chaplaincy he received Jrom ,the <gal­
lant &.Ild generous Cameronians a handsome present of books as a ,token-oE-perso­
Dal esteem and ,rateful acknowledgmont of service." 

IV.-RIB MISSIONARY LIFE. 

While at Colleue Mr. McDowall's thoughts were otten towads 
Canada as 0. pInc: where he would like to labor for Christ. 'l'he 
hqpe that the braciug aIr of th.e Canadian wi~ter might h~l~ to 
restore his shattered health re'llved hIS old deslte, and on qUlttlllg 
his post in the Bermudas he took ship to New York for Canada. 
He thus speaks of the journey in '»,riting b\tck to a friend in May, 
1859 :-

I, As the vessel sailed out of the Sound I looked round on all sides, sometimes 
wondering whether or not this was to be my last look of the Bermudas; yet r haoi 
no feeling of that kind, but felt as if I was coming back in a short timll to see the 
place again. We had a passage 0f nine d~ys with t,,:enty-four hou~s of rough 
weather and lWlce we were becalmed. It IS a dreary lIte on board shIp. There 
is 80 litUe to occupy attentIOn that one can be said to do little else than vegetate. 
But Oh I it was a rare and delieate sight to see land agaiu. The deep green sent 
a thrill through me as when I have h"ard sweet music. Landed at New York and 
it being Sabbath, went to hear Dr. Che~ver preach. He preached for two hours, 
but I did not think much of him. Took the Isltac Newton to Albany and thence 
1he railroad to Niagara FlI.lls." 

As a specimen .1 the tho'-1ghts with which he sometimes averted 
sadness from himself and amused harmlessly, his friends, we qllote 
the following from his description of the passage to Albany by the 
river-boat :-

"I wrapped my plaid j'ound my throat and sat on deck and enjoyed to its 
fulness the beautiful banks of the Hadson. As I grew tired of this I looked 
round on the p~ople ~bout me, and as I had nothiug spe?ial to occupy my mind, 
do what I would, theIr :aoses would take up !tty attent10n. The nose of every 
~lI.ce. I looked at ~eemed to invite, nay demand, myatt?ntion. I then began to 
InstItute comparIsons b~tween these noses, noses masculme, noses feminine, &c., 
and I always found a dIfference of nose on every face, for therll were no two in all 
pOints alike. I then began to wonder what it was that lonstituted this differ­
ence. I analyzed a few of them and tried to reduce the thing to a scientific for­
mula, and some day I may enterta.In, if not instruct yoa, with a dissertation on 
noses."-

\ 

Of a kindre~ n.ature is the following deS0riptioil of an incident 
very charactenstlc of the Amencans and equa:ly cha.racteristic of 
Ollr friend,-that happened on the cal'S between A lbany and 
Niagara :-

• 
• , I entered t~e ?ar, chose a seat by the window, bung UD my bag, laid by my 

umbrella, and. slttmg do~n began to eat an orange. I had scarco begun when a 
gentlem!l'n, WIth two ~adles appeared at the end of my 5e£\t and asked me to 
va'!ate It for the.ladle.s. I was doubtful whether he was addressing me Ot not, 
I looked about on .1111 SIdes to make Bu~e he was not addressing ~(}m" ot.her party. 
It,!n

11
10
I
okod, attbll~, at st~fadhY 100ok, stIll sucking my orange. Says he 1 You may 

as,".\!· ellve II oneel o~ 1 t II onductol' comea you'll hav6 to,' I said nothing. 
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Now you mnst know there were plenty of ssatseplpty but the party wl~hed to ait 
togetber and thought they could do so best where I sat; but, because,I thought 
the gentleman'rude a.nd unreasona.ble I made np my mind to keep the seat whele 
I had made myself so comfortable. One of the ladies made. some remarks far from 
flattering to myself personally, but 1 eaid nothing, and looked as if 1 .heard no­
thing, sucking my' orange all the while. The gentleman came with'the Conduc­
lor, the latter ai/ked if 1 would give up my seat w the two ladies lbut 1 1uietly 
told him 1 had chosen this seat as 1 wished to read and be gene:aily comfortable 
and 1 did not intend to leave it. So they went away and 1 saw no more of them." 

After residiug foi' a few months in Canada, preaching during that 
time in various places, he thus writes of his health :- , 

"I set offtG travel on foot to Wo(}dstock. For seven miles I kept the railway 
track, till I cam I) to Princeton, and then took the plunk road to my destination. 
I find that two miles an hour is my utmost rate of travel DOIV instead of f<'lur-my 
old standard. Ah I Bermuda has taken all the strength out of me and to what 
extent I knew not till I tried myoid he.bit of long walks. However I thank God 
I am getting better and stronger, of which I cbllld give you proof." 

In June 1809 he was appointed for a few months, by the Hamil­
tOil Presbytery, assistant to Dr. Bayne of Galt. As he had intense 
admiratlOn for Dr. Bayne he was well pleased WIth an appointment 
that gave him an opportnnity of seeing, often, and of hearing onC6 
each Sabbath, this trnly great and good mUll. The appointment was 
welcomed also as a brief rest ill his wanJenng ~ort of life as a. 
preacher. 

"I am more delighted," he wntes, "than I can tell you, 9.nd more thankful to 
God than 1 can express, for this prospect of rest-and a home for a~ few weeks. 
You have ncyer wandered hither and thither withont a home or a rasting plac". 
OnG who has, can be content, I think, with the shelter of a large tree or a grea.t 
rock, if he could only look upon it as his hOLlle and the place to which he might 
return in his wanderIngs. One thIng, however, I am confident of, that God in 
whose service I am will find me work and a rest. The work may not be ready 
for me yet, or I may not be ready for it-but I will w[lit pa\i~ntly for these pre­
paration!! and meanwhile I must be busy preparing myself. And, Dear Friend. 
do not neglect to wait upon God, Rnd to re!\d his book so as to makQ yourself 
acquainted with it." 

One Sabbath evening while in Galt, on ret'lrning home, after 
conducting divine service, with his heart glowing with love to J e­
sns, he thus wrote to a very dear friend, then at a great distance 
from him:-

',1 have heard people express satisfaction at tbe thought that they and their 
dist!?nt friends could look upon the same moon and the same stars. Bnt to me 
it gives satisfaction that you believo in the same Jesns Christ as I do; that your 
prayers as well as mine Me presented through the same medIator; and that we 
find pa!don of onr sillS in tbe same gra~e. I dra~ near to Chris t fo~ a higher 
motive 'than because you draw neRr to him, yet Christ seems more precIOus. to me 
when I remember that he IS your ClIrist too, and you are more dear to me when 
I think that you are Christ'S. [f when I thmk of my Saviour I should happen to 
think also of you it Will be to commelld you to the mercy aud gra~e of Ghrist, 
and if when I thi~k of you I am 1I1so led to think of Christ, it· will be with: thanks 
to him for this new bond of association. There is ajoy I feck in the 'prospect of 
fellowship in heaven with tbe saints made perfect, and perhaps it :s something 
akin to this [ feel at the knowledge of yonr trust in Christ in the prospect of com­
munion and fellowship in Chri&t when .w.e m~et. As t~ eartbly ~os!essi~n' and 
earthly enjoyments I have no great anttclpah?ns,. but I l~ke som:tImes to mdul~e 
the thou&b~ of the ~ati~fa.cti\)n we may yet enJoy In seeklllg Ohmt together, Ul 
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consoling a.nd strengthening and instructing each other in Christ JesuS our 
Lord." 

It was with regret he left Galt in October of that year, (1859) for 
he was much attached to not a few of the reople, from whom he 
received considerate and unwearied kindness. With sad feelings, 
about a month afterwards, he paid a visit to the pla~e. 

"This day week," he writes on t,he 11th of Nov" "I left Woodstock for Galt, 
and on the way was told that Dr. Bayne was. dead. It was told ~e by a stranger 
and in a casual manner. For the rest of my Journey I was wrapt 1D deep thought. 
!lIrs. S--, received me kindly and soon had tea ready for me, but the thought ?f 
the loss of Dr. Bayne lay heavy on my heart: Mr. Geikie asked me to preach In 

his place in tl:!~ tore noon a~ he w,J,s not able to face the people. I consented, and 
took as my text, John xrv, 3, The Sabbath was beautiful and the large church 
was fnll very full a vr.st sea of human face3 directed cowards me. Had I thought 
of man ~r meu, I s'hould have failed, but I placed myseJ!in the prGsenc~ of Jesus 
Cbrist and was strengthened. J saw the corpse and It was so life-like that 1 
expected tbe lips to move, but I laid my hand on hiS brow and that was cold as 
clay. I knew him only for about three months but I learned to love hIm and 1 
miss him, He was very kind to mc, sometimes as attentive to me UB if I were a 
lady. Dr. Bayne was a man of great value to the chul'\Jh and his loss will b~ 
felt for years to come." 

Tv judge from his letters he received hut little benefit from the 
climate' of Canada :-

,( You ask me the caus~ of my long silence," he writes townrd3 the end of 
18G9. « There is some of tbe Bermuda poison in my frame, and it is takillg a 
long time to work itself out. On first ;:orning here I strove to throw it off, bnt 
there was too much of it and it was too deeply seated. But by degrees I strove 
less and less, and when winter came and more effort seemeJ yet necessary 1 got 
discouraged, and I have retired to Galt like a fox to bis hole, or rather like a 
beur to the hollow of hiS tree. Here 1 bqve nothing to do and I do nothing but 
mope about all the dav, 1<0 soon to bed und ri se late, sit over the stove in oue 
room, tben go into another room and sit over the stove in it, but it would bs 
miserably tedious for you to hear bow one could continue to be so idle and so 
useless. As to wnting or any thing liko it just catch mr. at tbnt I And besides, 
all this 1 carefully abstain from nll that can excite me to think much. You will 
hence naturally think very meanly of me for being so extrnvagantly idle. and 
were 1 to allow myself to think on tbe matter 1 would think very meanly of my­
self. Indeed the,'e are only two things 1 have formed any purp0se of doing, 
and that is reading my Bible and occasionally writing you." 

Under all that playful humour there lay the siil.d filct-which 
sometimes forced itself on his iriends·-that. his disease had obtain. 
e~ too deep a root to be affected by any regimen or any change of 
~hma~e. Un~er these ~ay also. keen suffering. It was <;mly by 
lllgemous ~eviCes, and 111 a rechnlllg posture that at times he could 
carry ~n hIS WrIting. His depresslOll of spirit and difficulty of 
breathmg.w~re often great and his mghts frequenily sleepless. 
:p'or all tl~IS It was seldom a complaint escaped his lips, and seldom 
llldeed dId he allow his weakness and pain to interfere with his 
public duties. Time and ,again did he preac~ twice without being 
able .from ~aturday evel1l~g to Sabbath mght to take anything 
~ut l.lght drInks. What thIS sore suffering was doing for him and 
lD hIm we can gather from words like these:- -

".I a.m fille~ with weary t~oughts and beset with deep longings. Sometimes 
th~y_are tranSient., but sometImes they take such hold OflU6 that I cannot shake 
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them off: I ~ometime~ ~hink 1 ~have a long and heavy probation appointed met 
and agam 1 remember It IS less, very much less than 1 deserve and if it should 
continue thus even to the eRd if 1- am saved by Jesus Christ at-l~st it will be-well' 
forme. I.have just been meditating on, this passage, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. "Though-. 
1 speak with ~he tongues of ~tlU and of aI/gels and have not charity 1 am be- , 
rome as ~oundln.g brass ?r a tm.klmg cymbal." Charity or love is the life giving. 
element lU all gifts and lD all virtues. It is with no mock humility 1 say that for 
want of this love 1 am but such a tinkling cymbal, and 1 can look for n~ effect 
in my preaching when 1 lack this love. Yet 1 have sought far it. _ Perhaps not 
earnestly enough,. or perhaps God is answering me now and 1.)y the very·t.hings 1 
am apt to complam of. "Oh Lord," my prayer is, "give me this 107e." Then the 
Lord answers by sending me this indifferant health. Then 1 cry out "Oh Lord 
restore my health." hut which am 1 to have-the love or the healtb? And then 
1 say "Oh Lord give me love and let thy will be done." 1 am fully convinced' 
that God is doing all for my good and am greatly patient though now and then I 
forget myself and fret-but this is soon corrected.' 

In 1862 he thus WrItes to one of his friends 
"1 am still unsettled~ _ Every petty place rej~cts mi, and al!, as f/ir as 1 elln 

understand, for the same reason-the state of my health. jHy health is better 
than 'it was last year, but the difference IS not gre&.t. Is it any wonder if 1 some­
times get dispirited and lose cOllrage? But my Dear Mr.-- God is good and he 
supports me. 1 get strength from Him and am made joy [ul again: and he shall 
yet make me to see good according to the days in which 1 have seen evil. lu tb.~ 
Psalms -we often find this exhortation-"Trust in the Lord." "Trust 1 say in the 
Lord." And 1 too join chorus III thia, and 1 also say, Trust in the Lord. Bless­
ed be his name. Full of many sad thoughts 1 hava come to Galt-and here.l am 
again encouraged, and will be patient ~tilL 1 purpose to remam here over the 
winter to see if 1 can get as much strength as will keep me from leanng the good 
peo:ple to whom 1 pl'IHich." 

Some five months afterwards he thus writes to the same 
ffiend :-

"1' think my health is somewhat improved of late. 1 feel better thIS spring 
than 11 have done since 1 came. to Canada, though 1 am still in an amhiguo us 
statl1r. ( What the will of my master J asus is with regard to me 1 know Dot. He 
slLYs "Wait," and. wait 1 must, sometimes with impatience, yet 1 try tEl repress 
.bat and am dumb. 1 need correction, subduing, and 1 am 1 fear very har d, and 
need heavy blows. But any way He pleases. My chief desire is that at 1 ast He 
may admit me to His presence and society, though in ever so remote a degree. A 
nod of recognition from some great mila would make some peo~le feel h~ppy for 
a week or more; and 0. smile fl'om Jeeus, King and.Lord as he 18 now, might suf­
fice for one's happine~s for a very long while." 

Having receIved from the writer of this memo,ir. all invitation to 
visit the County of Grey ill the hopes that the Journey, and the 
change of air, might benefit him, he thus replies :-

u 1 have not written a letter since the last 1 wrote to yourself. 1 am indeed 
dead to the world almost: this in some cases might be a virtue, but alas I 1 am 
scarce alive to anything else. The journey you planned for me was more than 1 
CQuld hitherto undertake. But when the winter is fairly away and th~ roads 
good 1 shall make an effort to reach your place a~d spenu a few .wee~s With you. 
I am not going up to wQrk, but til have a chat With yom. 1 Will drive my own 
horse and gig, and 1 expect to be a week on the road, for 1 shall not uavel more 
than fifteen or twenty miles a day. 

er Are there any glaciers in your neighbourhood. Your abode is in the higher 
regIOns, the Highlands, the Alps of Canada I Oh I. Cannda 1 he~e are no rpoun­
tains girdling the horizon, and shewing throug~ t~elI c~eft tops; the far sky be­
fona, AQQ nHlsic there is nOlle, no la.verock smglOg high ,up II.mong the blue. 
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Th,r.,arebi« tree', though, and harsh-voiced f~ogs, Could, 1 write poetry,: 
whloh 1 doubt,l would project a poem on Canada l~ alterna~e ~IDes o~ ~lame an~ 
praile, lIowenr, one great check to evil doing IS the 1I1ll!ted .ab~hty. of enl 
a~.Dt •• -'Ml'kind regards-to Mrs. -- and tha~ks for ~er kmd lDvl~atlOn. 1 
Iiom afraid 1 "lfill-\)Q II greatitroublt to her, but if 1 Improve III health 1 Will become 
Ie .. fastidiolll." 
Thi~ jOl~rney he ac~omplished, in. the I~ont~ of M~y, 1862, with 

mlLnifest benefit to his health. DUring hIS sOjourn lfi Chatsworth 
he preached in various places. and having been prevailea upon to 
give up the habit of ceadmg his ser.mons, he was he~rd everY'Yhe~e 
with great acceptance. Such entnes as the followlllg occur III hIs 
journal of this period : 

June 8tb, 1862.-Preached ill St. Vincent extempore, and mean to try and do so 
always. Text John xv. 1-S. 

Jnly ~Oth.-Pre&ched to.day at St. Vincent and Sydenhll.m: returned home 
the samonigbt. .1- felt tired and on the way was onCf3 !lsleep on horseback: am 
the better of COIIiinl: home, for 1 can get a nice rest, which 1 cannot get. when 1 
am away: from home. 

July 2~.-C&n do nothing. Every day steeped in sadness, unable. to read' 
write, or think. .1 alway, get sleep on lying down and still 1 am tired, and 
haTe not enough. 

Augu't 3rd • ....:...'l'he only thing 1 care for is to pore over a book or sleep. 1 
used to feell\ihtenougb for a little grave music, but now 1 can't think of it. 
Au~ust lOth . ...,.Preached to-day in Euphrasia, at the opening of the new 

church, from Ephesians ii. 19-22. 1 tried to shew what a church is and what 
the conduct ought to be, of those attending it. This day rode sixteen mnes and 
preached twice &nd waa not very tired: thanks be to God for that strength. 

For thr~e years he continued to preach WIth acceptance in various 
places. in Western Canada. Three thin.l!:s, however, operated 
against his. being called during that period to the permanent charge 
of a cQ'ngregation-the delicate state of his health, the abstract and 
intellectual cast of his preaching, and the habit of closely reading 
his sermons. 

V .-HIS PASTORATE. 

In the summer of 186'2, Mr. McDowall received a call to the pas­
toral cb.~rge of the congregations ot St. Vincent, Sydenham, and 
Euphrasl~, III the Presbytery of Grey • Over these congregations he 
was ordamed on the last day of that year, two of his old classmates 
at Edinburgh tll.kmg part in the ordination services tha first in 
connection with the Presbyterian Church that were e;er witnessed 
in tha.t ~eighbourhood. It was i\ldeed a joyous day for those who 
had p.r~yed~atne8tly, and waited long, for a minister to break 
amoDIQi,;thCmth? bre~d of life. For them God had prepared a 
pastoqiandfor_hlm He had prepared a flock; and to boch pastor 
and flock-each peculiar1y tried, and both found faitllful-the Lord 
Jesuslleemed-o~thatday to have given fulfilment of his promise to 
Peter';..", 'What. I do thon knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereanel'.)' 

"I ~.:::l..IT. ,';< (" : ,1'1 

The districi in whic~ his parish mainly lay, overlooks ill many 
II pots .tho wa.tere of thfi Georgian Bay-an eastern extenSl{ill of Lake 
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Huron. ~rom several of its heights a view is obtamed o! fore£t, 
:flood, and Island, such as seldom greets the eye of the traveller in 
Western Canada. To hiro whose love for the beauti~a:of'hattue 
was.so great, this prospect was a source oLconstal't joy.- Often 
WO!lld he pause in riding across these hIgh Janda to gaze out over 
the vast forest, broken only here and there by the settler's axe, 'and 
outward across the beautiful bay, till the eye rests on the' Christian 
Isla,nd~,and the sandy beach of the opposite coast,~een dimly in: the 
distance. He thus writes of his furest home in the autumn of· the 
year: 

"Thes.) old forests as ~hey st~nd around. us bordering the horizon or IItretchinl 
4way to the cold North 10 their deep solttude, are always g.rand. Sometime. 
tbeir grandeur is of the stern cheerless'aspect-w'hen deep snows coverth, earth, 
and the dark leaf!le~s branches stand between tbe cold wbita snow beneath, and 
tbe clear heavens abo VI'. But oftener their grandeur is more. genial in aspect. 
Even in winter, If tbe forest is of pin'3 trees, its dark green stands'ont in li'f.ely 
contra~t with the pure white snows resting on every branch. ,But tWice in eAch 
year these old forests are full of attractive lovoliness, nor can the eye most ,fami­
liar to them, forbear to gaze on them with pleasure. I n spring, when tbe snows 
are almost gone and the swollen dark river is carrying away the last morselot 
detached ice. Ah then, what charming beauty is in the deep green of the (orests 
still spreading in E;xtent, and deepening in greenness I And a.gl\in, At this s •• son, 
when the year, tbe natural year has reaclled itll maturity, wben each ,leaf has 
nearly completed its mission, and ere the trees strIP themselves for their winter's 
conflict witb snows and storms, what beauty cloth~s these old foresta! What 
mellow ripe calm loveliness! What huge masses ot richly colored foliaKe, and 
with what variety of tints they roll awa.y, terrace beyond torr ace ! There, still 
linger the various shades ot green that deck the summer as if the leaves were 
loath to put off tlleir greennes~ yet. There too are tbe darker hues of green, of 
pine, of hemlock, and of ced!lr. There, there are all the .hades of brown from 
ligbt tv do.rk-the russet ofth~ maple, the dark bro'Vll of the beech, the mingled 
grQen and brown and red of the brave old oak, and hele and ~here peep out the 
bright red of some creeping vine, or the brighter red of the Bumal:h. Such are 
tbe color~ and hues that garnish the mighty forest. Such, at present, is the 
chief feature in the landscape of many parts of Canada. The fieldi do noi attract 
the attentIOn now. Tlaey have become bare and unattractive. But the torest 
attracts. Tbe eye falls l!POn it-Nsts upon it, &ond again turna to view its 
beauty. The eye lingers on it, even wbere but fragments of the old forest stand. 
Bllt where the unbroken forest stretehes away like an immense ocean, the eye 
settles upon it, and the misd lapses into an at~itude of r6pose i vast time, vast 
space, and unspeakable baauty lire linked together', and the BOU! repose3 for a 
litil'3 in the vastness and th~ loneliness." 

He enter",d on his work in that district with hope and eneru· 
He preached tWICe @n Sabbath, nding to fulfil these appointmentll 
on an average some tell or twelve miles each day. Never, we un­
derstand, save perhaps ollce, did he fail to keep his appointments. 
No matter how sleepless the Saturday night had been, . no matter 
how wearied and feverish U~e dawn of Sabbath tound 111m, no mat­
ter how wet or cold the weather and how muddy the roads, be was 
ill his saddle, with military precision and in his pl~ce in the pulpit 
at the fixed time. He thus writes with regard to h1l1 work:-

" 1 have greo.t work to do here if 1 could 0!lIy overta.ke it-:-some CiI(!~ 1 do over­
take, viz., to preach on Sabbath and to examlD6 the .choGh, III the nelibborboodi 
but a9 to visiting 1 have oot dODe much ill tbat way yet. At.Sydenbam we m;et 
for wor~hip ill thQ SohQolllo"~eJ wbioh ia too !iDl~ll j IIQ WO go lll\otbe bUib wblob 
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is, Close by. In ,the bush there is plenty of room, and the leaves ,make a shade from 
the' sun. The forms are arranged for the women, the men sit on logs or rOllnd the 
roots of trees nnU 1 get in front of them and preach to them thei·e. ~Jiat do' yo~ 
think of that? This preaching in the bush p:events me from rea1tng and so 1 
have to pr,each now witl:i;)ut havIng IL scrap ofplL.\ler befole me, ILnd what do you 
thin'F. of that 7" 

It is pleasant and profitable to note the instan':!es that faU under 
our eWll personal knowledge Wherein the Lord confirms the state­
ments and promises of his Word by the events of his Providence. 
"A father of the fatherless is God in his bolv habitation." Psalm 
]xviii. 5. "The poor committeth himself un~o thee: thou art the 
h eJ per of the fatherless." Psalm x. 14. Such is God according, to 
the testimuny .of his OWIl word and emphatically snch was he in 
the providen~e of the life we are now sketching. There was much 
no doubt 10 the eirumstances of lV[!. Me. Dowall, and mnch in hIS 
character, wellfiLted to draw from feelmg and noble natnres, syln­
pathvand estel3m towards him. But behind all these was the eye 
nnd the arm of his Heavenly Father Who so ordered it that where­
ever his afflicted servant's lot was cast, fnands were raised to min­
jster to his wants. We need only instaace the considerate and 
utlwear'ied kmdnoss of fnends in Galt, whereof 011 olle occasion 
shortly after his settlement in ~t. Vincent he thus writes :--

"l,r,ecetv~d the bOil: you sent. 1 t arri,.ed on ,Uonday night. And your address 
~worth the whole. 1 Elm quite at a lo.s. ·You are much kinder than 1 deserve. 
And you have all given me 8(,) mlLny tokens of your kiudness, once and ILgain, and 
again. Surely you are not weary in well doiug. Though 1 wonder whether 1 
should say it is well-doing seeing i. is done to me. Somehow I thiu,k 1 have no 
right tO,receive well-doing from any one-and ind~ed 1 would ne'ver have any 
right'to c,oinplain if people were only to abstain fl'om doing me injury. But What 
ever 1 may expect or luok foi', 01' not ex:pecl and not look for, YOIl mean it :or 
good. And 6.S silch 1 receive it-l 2I.m grateful to you all. lraceive it-not as' 
anyt):i!~g' ~6~e to me, but as expre~3iv'o of yo~r good will towards me, and not as 
to me iLl~ogether butrILther, IbelLeve, to wnat oqhe Lord Jesus you think you 
see'in me. Alas! that it should be so litth that YOli ha.ve seen. Surely 1 may 
say, 1 being without father, or mother, or sister, or brothel', surely 1 may .say 
thaI He huth'giv'en to mo in this life both fathors. and mothers, and sisters and 
brothers, and' g06ds in' abundance." 

It'is a law innature, that the depths of the valleys, in any coun> 
try, ar,e gener;illy as is the height of Its hills.Whefl~ we find val­
leys whose gloom tl1e mid·day Slln call scarce c.ispel, there also we 
see mountains on whose top rest 110 clouds., And evell taus the 
heart, Lhat .fe61~ the deepest grref, is the heart that knows the hi~hest. 
joy. The gnef and the joy are, indeed, the complements of each 
other, th~ light and shade of the same picture. Thus do these 
fe€lliegsrlli~ side uy side, in contrast, and y~t ill harmony, throHgh 
the hfe .aqd the letters of oux b~other. At one time he seems sur­
lOun~ed'Yith the gloom of It.he,vaUey of (he shadow of death, as 
may. be gathered from sllchpa,1!sages as these in his letters: 

~'1' ge~'vel'Y dull sometimes, .'LnU Iose all interest in ever;! living ihing 1 Mn 
thInk.of. ) My ~oulbeGomes,a~ It ,we~edormant,. anri even 'IUY Saviour hides his 
fl1.ce, or sometbmg conceals him trom me. Ah! my dear fdend. 1 am glac! and 
thankfullhat YOUI' thoughts ascend to God fol' me," . 
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f Ftolflsimilar dep'ths he, cries; thus~ on another occasion :' 
,'1.1 a,m g~ttin.f' ~nto a Bta~e ofg~ea~ ~~dijference ,to nwst things.' If on-any OC' 

caalOJ;! 1 feel a'httl~ enthusIas~ a.b0ut any thing, 1 an:finclined to' laugh 'at my­
selfafte~ward$ for It; An~ thIS IS not con~n~d.toone thing, but it extends to 
'every thmg, even my own lIfe. 1 Bcem at tImes to eare little whether '1 live or 
'DO~. 1 e~deavour to keep u.p an interest in my Saviour, and in,my Salva.tion, but 
that.too, 18 of a cold character. .••.•• 1 just tbought 1 had a Father in 
heaven 'and I dlrl D.otfeel so lonely tlfter that. This is one of tbe comforts of 
:Christianity, for'the Bil:Yle says 'when father and mother forsake me then tbe Lord 
will take me up . .' Surely they are blessed who have this confidence and can 
appropriat&this language. Yet the knowledge'of that blessing' comes in ~Jl its 
(ulness 'only from baviug felt the want of it. 'It is sweet from the pre,lous bitter. 

Sbmetim:8 I think this word, or something like it, may have been pro­
:ntlll!lCed eoncermng me. ' The Lord ha.th reject~d thee from being a pastor of 
his people.' ,I shall wait to see what the Lord will do with me. How long this 
Iwaiting must be 1 know not, but this mU3 t soon have an end,' , 

Thus, at times, did h~ walk in darkness; but by and by the day 
broke. And when he was himself again, instead of taking inter­
est in nothing, he had an eye for every thing beautifLlI and a heart 
for every thing human. "Mr. S--," he ,,'rites "has a very nne 

'family, and one child so pretty that I /elt a pleasure in looking at 
her.?' And again, "I passed to-day the finest tree I have ever 
seen; an elm tree standing on the roadside. It was so great and 
graceful that I looked at it with more pleasure than on the child 

':whereof I wrote. Its trunk was very thick, and as straight as an 
'arrow far up, where it divided itself ioto two branches. These 
shooting up high. and spreading out wide formed a majestic head, 
presentmg a finer appearance than any palm." The habits, gambols, 
and adventures of even the lower animals did not escape his notice 
nor fail to amnse him. Travelling through the country, he has 
occasian to rest for dinner" when for the amusement af a distant 
friend he humorously chronicles the folIc-wing:-'-

'f While waiting I wa.s amused at seeing a. cat among the ;>igs that were feed­
ing on the roadside. Cats, as you know, liko :.It timCJ to rub themselves. 
This ,PU~g had discovered tllat a pig's, 9nou\ '\V,B a charming chanco for this 
'purpose: and so she would bmsh along ono side, and then turn round and make 
another passon the other side, hel' tail; all the' whi!ej rais~d on high as if in a. 
st",te. of ,great enj0ymQnt. Mr' Pig grazed along for a time without heeding 
her, but. gtowing tired of the play, he gave her one whip with his 6nout that 
sent lier flying half a dozen yards away and thus their friendshIp ended." 

Bitt let us hasten to graver matter!':. 
The Presbytery of Grey, af the Canada Presbyteriau church,is 

assentiallya missionay presbytery, supplying with ordinances be­
tWEjen twenty and thirty thousand Pr~tlbyterians scattered over a 
district'riearly o,s large as the State of Connect~cut. From Colling­
wood, anil the Geor'gian ~'ay, it ex.tends to Southampton on Lake 

'Huron,and from the borders of the County of Welhngtoll, to Colpoy's 
Bay in the Indian Perilluula, a district 70 miles in length by some 
60 miTes in breadth. On the writer's iirst viSIt to this dis­
trict in 1856 there were but, three P'resbyteriau ministers withm ths 
wide cotlntrylying' between' Fergus and Owen :Soll[ld. Sevell 
years thereafter,-the date of Mr. MoDowall's settlement-the 

Xl 
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.numbers h!t.d inereued, within the bounds of the Presbytery of 
Grey alone, to fourteen.It is very manifest, however, that even that 
number must be heavlly burdened to meet the sp!ritu~l wanta of 
suoh II. distrIct, and that, ere the matter could be attempted, eaoh 
minister must perform a large amount of missionary work. M.r. 
McDowall never pleaded delicate health as any excuse from hlS 
l!ihare of this travel! and toil, and trying absence from home' _ 

"I h~ve been undergoing great labor of late," he writes on the 24th of Feb. 1863' 
.. The week before last I was one of a Commit\ee of Presbytery to visit some 
Stations. This took us two days,-Tuesday and Wednesday. Aner our work 
was done I went on Wednesday night from Meaford to Thornbury to Mr: Gallld's. 
On Thursday I rested and on Friday went to a place Bome six mile~ along the 
La.ke Shore to see if a mission station could be established there. Having arranged 
to e.1:change pUlpits with Mr. Gauld, I preached in Thornbury in the forenoon 
IlInd after dinner set out for Meaford. The road was slippery, the wind chilly, 
and my pony exceedingly lively. Trying to pull my rug round ·my shoulders I 
dropped my whip. In trying to turn Pc.ince, he swung quick round, upset the 
cutter, and away back to Thornbury he went at the gallop. I stood and watched 
him till a turn of the road took him out of sight. I then went after him and 
found him in the tavern stable at Thornbury with his right hind leg cut from the 
knei to the hoof-laid bare to the bone j and the cutter-my new cutter-well 
brokin. I hired a horse to take me to Meaford and got ther~ in time to preach to 
the people asaemblad there. I got home on Monday. On Tuesday went to 
Sydenham and spent the day in examining the school, drinking tea in public, and 
maklOg speeches. On Wednesday set off for Chatsworth to Mr. Cameron's.­
sixteen miJe~,-delivered a lecture, and came back the same nigh t-gettlng hom e 
between two and three o'clock in the morning. Then on Sabbath I preached 
twice, travelling, oetwean coming and going, some twenty miles. I am tired 
but it has not orostrated me as I feared it might do." 

On the meetings of Presbytery he gave diligent attendance in­
teresting himself in the details of its business. In the Rynod his 
powers of debate were only beginning to be felt, and the unfavour­
able impression his self-assertion made 011 strange rs was only be­
giDning to be removeJ when his attendan~e there forever ceased. 
Time and altered circumstance have prubably ere now convinced 
the Canada Presbyteria.n Cllurch that his amendment in the College 
debata:of 1864, though lost by a large majority-indicated the best 
course for that Church, fo(the present at least, in the matter of The­
ological education :-"That the Synod feel the great importance 
of having at least CIne well equipped Theological Hall, and resolve 
that the staff uf Theological Professors in Knox College shall con­
sist of noL tewer than three Theological Professors." 

VI. HIS CHARACTER AND DEATH. 

It has been well remarked-"That he that would excel as a 
minister of 0hrist must Ullite the unction of the Mystic the sim­
p~ici~1 of the ~oravian, and t.he deep clear Judgment of 'the Calvi­
mst. Sound Judgment, olear and forCible reasoning, were from 
the outset, ~Istingulshmg characteristics of Mr. McDowali as a 
p.rea~her. HIS danger would hav:e lain, indeed, in too extreme a cul­
tivation of t~e mera understandlng, did not sickness lay here an ar­
rest upon blm • 
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. Nor Wa,lI ~e ,,~antillg in a ?e:rt~in guilellill sjmplieity,-utlllullpect~ 
lUg and chlld.hke,-that mlght be termed Moravian. For a mall 
indeed, that bad been tossed about so much in an evil and selfish 
world, he remained strangely ignorant of lts ways. Though a 
scholar of rare cultivation and acquirement,-he settled down as a 
backwood's minister without a murmur, nay cheerfu~ly accepted the 
homely realities of that positlOn.To the humblest of his flock he was 
as considerate and courteous as to the first gentleman in the land. 
He never, as minister'!! coming from the old country to the colomes 
too often do-foolishly sighed after the refine men ts and associations 
of home, though he often missed them. This loss he con sid ered as 
a part of his sacrifice for Christ. He felt happy ill his flock and. 
work, and once and again remarked that he could scarcely 
find it in his heart to leave thelll, though called to a larger and 
wealthier congregation. 

But Divine unction is an endowment ofa higher and a rarer 
kind. It cometh only from close communion with God. But this 
COlUmUUlon IS the specIal fruit, in his own people, of God's fatherly 
chastening. The chastisement of pain was Increasingly hiS', and 
closer and still closer to God therefore did hIS soul draw as he,-

"Walked thoughtful on the silent solemn shore 
Ofthni. vast ocean we must sail so soon." 

"There is a character in the Blhle" he remarked, a few weeks 
before his dea th, to a few friends, who were talking In his healing 
of Bible characters, "there is one character, in the Bible who is my 
Champion and. to me ab.ve these all." To the question which 
chnracter that was? He replied with emotion. -"The Lord 
Jesus." And as he, driven by suffering and drawn by love, drew 
nearer to this Jesl1s, his preaching grew in fervour Ilnd divlOe unc­
tion. In the writer's last conversation WIth him we talked of the 
spiritual condition of many of our people, and he said that the con­
viction was Il;wwing on him, that henceforward his OWli preaching 
mnst be more Simple and more directly to the heart and conscience. 
Jesus as the :3aviour of sinners,-"He is able to save to the utter­
most/was his last theme in the Presbyterian Chnrch at Chatsworth, 
where he had preached so often. As a weary man who had ot­
ten pillowed his own head ou the bosom of that Saviour, he mag· 
nified his power to save, his mercy, tenderness and love, and, as a 
dyincr man to dying men, besought his hearers to come to him, to 
comet:> quickly, and to come often, that they might experience for 
themselves whereof he spoke. It was not however till Mr. Mc·· 
Dowall had felt the solemn responsibility of a settled pastorate; tIll 
he found, from close and personal intercourse with his flock, I10w 
needful it was to be urgent with them about their salvation; tIll he 
had learned to preach as from the heflrt without the intervention 
of manuscripts,-tilllhe peaceable fruit of chastisement Will; begIn­
ning to ripen on him; till towards the close, indeed, of hIS bnef 
minilitry, that it could be said that heavenly unction, equally with 
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simpliclty and judgment, was a prominent fea!ure in his characte,~ 
as ane ambassador of Chnst. Then his "profitmg appeared to all~ 
The ~ffect produced by hIS emaCIated appearance, . ~i~ stow c1elib7r~ 
ate utterance, his striking and original.thoughts" hIS careful ~holce 
of simple and weigUy words; thIS effect was latterly, as G.od s dIS-. 
cipline was telling en him, much intensified by the .holy Importu­
mty with which he pleaded with nod for the peopl~, and th«;l glow­
ing fervour with which he pleaded with the people for God. 

Two years rad nearly elapsed from the date of Mr. McDowall's 
settlement. Outwardly thmgswere beginning to look brighter 
for him. His congregation, intelligent above the average, appreci~ 
ated his close,clear,thinkmg,and simple lll'ludorned eloquence. They 
sympathized with hml in his bodily weakness. They est.eemed 
the cOllscientiOl.1SneSS wlth which he discharged amid all weathers, 
the duties of his ministry. And they treated him \l; i1h marked 
kindness and consideration. He had entered 011 the enjoyment of 
a home, a comfort unknown to hIm from the ~ime death bereaved 
him of sisters and parents. That home WilS pleasantly situated, 
commanding a wide prospect of fields .and woods; it was furnished 
with every necessary comfort; and its lIbrary,- books gathered in 
college cavs,-containtid " many a quaint and curious volumtl of 
forgGltten lore." To this pleasant and peueful retreat,-a genuine 
Scotch manse in the bosoln oflhe [orest,-came in dlle course of 
time, wife,-a true helpmate and everyway wortby of him,-and 
little boy; and here often met a fow old friands to talk of the wild 
tumultuatillg world, the roar of whose angry breakp.rs searcely 
reached this" lodge in the vast wilaerness" to talk also of Jesus and 
to devise measures for the furtherance of his cause in that new 
country. But he, whose ways are llften encompassed by clouds and 
darkness to the children of lllen, saw fit that this should not coJ.J.­
tinue. In his providence he orders it often that the soldier falls on 
the eve of victory, and that the husbandman die:> When the harvest 
for which he has toiled is about to fall before the sickle. It Was so 
orderad for our friend. The disease that harj so early marked him 
for its \'ictim Was constantly gaining ground albeit so 110isele3s1y 
that its progress wa'S scarcely ,perceived by himself or others. The 
good master ~aw that his servant was Welu'y ll1 his work though 
not weary of it and that now he needed rest; so he sent to call him 
home. Like Mr. Stttndfast,-thut exoellent pllgrim, "he loved to 
hear hiH Lord spoken 0.[, and wherever he saw the prmt of his shoe 
m the earth there he coveted to set his foot too. His name was to 
him as a CIvet box: yea sweeter than all perfumes. His voice to 
him was most sweet, and his countenance he more desired than 
they that have l11')st desired the light of the sun. His wOl'd he did 
use to 'gather for Ius food and for antidotes against his failltinO's." 
But he wa~ now neal' the end Clf his journey. His toilsome days 
were drawmg near to a close. He was abollt to depart to "see that 
head that was crowned with thorns and t~lat face that was spit upon 



for him." 
quick :-

RtV. JAMES MCDOWALL. 25 

The passage over the dark river was easy and very 

"Ha had ~tte.nded a meeting of Se~.ion,' writes 9. friend in October, 1864, 
"held the slllgmg class as he was wont, took supper heartily, wrote till about 
eleven o'cloek, and retired in his usual health,-better indeed than usual. He 
awoke Mrs. M.c~owall a little after midnight with a slight fit of coughing fol­
lowed by vomltlllg. He asked her to fetch a light.-She did so. When he saw 
the blood he told her he had burst a blood vessel. On her !lsklllg what she 
Gould do for him, he replied-' Nothing: pray for me. I have been an unworthy 
minister of Jesus Christ.' After a few words in reference to herself and the 
future, he ceased to speak and seemed engaged in prayer. Gradually his head 
fell back, and he died without ~ struggle, gently as if be was falling asleep, on 
Thursday morning." 

Thus he passed a way in the autumn of 1864, in the 38th year of 
bis age, and in the second year of his pastorate. AuJ when, time 
and again, the golden gates open thus to receive into the celestial 
city our beloved ones, much missed here, and when we I< look in 
after them and bE'hold the city shine like the sun, the streets paved 
with gold and in them walking many men with crowns on their 
heads. palms in their hands and golden harps to sing praises with­
al," then let us, kind reader, pray that we too, when our work here 
is done, may get to be among them. 

The funeral service Was conducted amid the tears of old and 
young and of no~ a few strong men UUfwcustomed to weep. He 
was lUid ill thGl burying ground 011 the 9th concessiou of the town­
ship of St. Vincent. A stonE; erected by the Congregation marks 
Ilis graVGl. But a mure enduring memorial of him exists ill the fruits 
of his short ministry. He gave to the Presbyterian cause, in that 
district,form and organization; he won completely the hearts of the 
people; he comforted not a few with the comfort wherewith he 
himself was comforted of God; but more thun all this, he was in­
strumental,-it is believed by those who know the district hest-in 
bringil<lg some to a saving knowledge cf J eSlIs Chn~t. When we 
consider what God thus did in him and by him, then we see the 
wisdom of the providential disci~ljne,-as was written of a young 
minister who died a few week'i after him,-which if it made him 
more pensive than his neighbors and more of a pilgrim than is 
usual with modern christians, wIthal purged out the ambition and 
the self-will and left onlY the saintliness. "No chastening for the 
present seemeth to be JOYOllS but grievous; 1] evartheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of nghteotlsness to them that are ex· 
ercised thereby." 
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ADDRESS. 

[DELIVERED AT THE ANNU A.L MEETING, 1861, OF THE GALT BRANCH OJ' 
THE TRACT SOCIETY.]· 

In treating this subject-the utility of Tracts and their distribu­
tion-isolated and by itself, one might be tempted to over-estimate 
the p~wer a~d i~fluence of Tracts. It IS easy to over-rate a thmg; 
when the mmd IS concentrated for a little: upon it, one might be 
tempted to speak of the power und intillence of Tracts as if there 
were nothitlg equal to them, nothing to be compared with them, 
among all the means that are employed for dm wing the thoughts 
of men either to themselves, or away from themselves, and to 
God. 

We might speak of, or think of the great possible results that are 
to arise from the distribution of Tracts i and so speak of them as to 
arouse great expectations ill the minds of those who attend. But 
when the results are looked for, the large promised results, 10! none 
of them present themselves, When after three years of tract dis­
tributionnothing very great or very startling has been reported: 
and when after other three or Illorc years of tract distribution, the 
same lack of great results present themselves i or it may be the 
lack of any result, which one could lay his hane! upon, a reaction is 
apt to sat in upon the mind; the promised result~ do not appear­
the expected g!Jod does not show itself, and many are disappointed 
al\d are ready to say, where is the use of .::ontinuing the matter 1 
We·wollld, therefore, endeavour to avoid anything like exaggera­
ting this matter i we would desire to set it in its true light- or as 
near to that as we 0a11 do. We would desire to look at it as it is­
tolo6k at tracts and theIr distrIbution not as a very great ·matter. 
And in comparison with other influences \\'e are ready to concede 
that Tracts are but t;rnall and weak, aye, almost despicable, if one 
wotlldwish to express it th us far. 

What are the results we may expect to appear from Tracts and 
their distributIOn 1 Some migh~ look for great and uu.merous 
results; for great converSlOllS ; for many conversions to God, or for 
,orne very marked cases i for some changes of life, of a very strik­
ing,or even startling charact,.er. But is not this aiming ail too high 1 
Isnot this an ~mbition rather to be held in check, than stimulated 
to fe~vid hopes 1 Such conversions have indeed happened from 
Tiaels,-and ch~ering it is to hoar of such; but they only happen 
now'and then, audin co:nparison with the number of Tracts print­
ed, circulated and read, they art} few and far between. Indeed 
con;,~rsi()ns are not so easYI-they are ~10t so frequent,-they. are, 

.E 
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considering the nnmber of souls that live, but rare events, even 
under the best and most potent influences. Yet, though Tracts 
may not be but rarely employed-so far as our knowledge of the 
matter goes, may be bnt rarely employed fo~ the conve.rslOn of men, 
they are not without their influence, both w~tlwut the arcle cif those 
who are converted, and also within that al·cle. 

It takes many causes to bring about anyone result. No result, 
or but very few results are effected by one cause or mean; but"there 
are many means to each result. And much more is this the case 
in producing change upon the comp~i(lated creatnT.e that. m~n is: 
and still more in producing such radical change as IS ImplIed In I~e 
conversicHl of the man. In the comphcated creature that man IS, 

it takes many a cause to produce in him any great result, or a one 
Cl\use often repeated. And to bring abc>ut a worthy change in him, 
it takes all the means, all the causes, both the little and \he great, 
to produce ~uch a result. And when ttle result is brought about, 
one cause will appear prominent, others Will appear l6ss promineut, 
ane! others will not appear at all. 

Tracts are a set of means, a set of means In themselves insignifi­
cant, we will admit; Jet they have their place. And let them 
take their place, and they WIll play their part. By themselves 
they may not accol1.tplish much. Let them combine with other 
causes, and they WIll, if" not SIngly, yet in such combin~tion produce 
results whICh I'llay b<'!come matter of remark and wunder, and of 
much praise to God; sometimes in such results the Tracts I1ppear­
ing III the foreground, though it may be as a rare event, giving, 
however, grounds of con fidence that snch mea.ns are not totally 
idle and vain. 

Many expeot great results from Tracts, and ~eeing them not, 
they think there are no results. But they perhaps expect more 
than they are warranted. 

Ita Tract should never produce one instance of conversion , is the 
work therefore useless 1 By no means. Let us look more closely 
at human naturtl-more mil'lUtely into it. 

lt is sunk in wickedness, there are abounding sins, aboundmO" 
temptations, there are deep griefs, there are many sorrows ther: 
are many pha!>es ofintel!octual !ife, many phases of feelIng,' many 
phases of moral hfe, that at: go to form the lIfe-existence of each 
day, that altoget~er make up the life of ~ac~ indIvidual for e7ery 
day of human eXistence. Shall a Tract I~ Its own quiet way, hav6 
no wor? to say to those ,,;ho are H' us pass.lUg through their day-by­
day eXIstence 1 Shall a Tract ha V() Doth IU g to say, though it were 
but once, to the heart that feels its wickedness? Shall a Tra~t 
have no word, thougn It were but once, to help those Who are under 
temptation? Shall a Tract never have any lllfiuence to hold soms 
sin in check, or plaoe some passion under restraint 1 Shan a Tract 
Dever, by ~ny chance, speak ll. word to o~e ill grief, or cheer for a 
btUe, one In sorrow 1 Sh'lll a Tract never, by any acoident, as it 
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were, allay the tumults of a surcharged heart, or wipe away a sino 
gle tear 1 In all the varying pha~es of human life, shall they never 
spea~ a word of direction, or counsel, or warmng? It would· be 
strauge indeed, if even in the mnltitude uf chances such a thing 
should not happen, but in such a matter we look for a llttle more 
than. mere probabllity,-we look for the blessing of the spuit ot God. 
But If, even under the guidance of what is called and understoo:l as 
probabilities, Tracts stould speak such words, at such times' then 
are they entirely useless 1 Are they to be despised ar.d thrown 
aSIde 1 Mnch rather are they not to obtain a wider CIrculation 1 
Aye, and besides· this daily routme of human life, there are, in each 
life, epo.}hs, whe.n there is needed one to I!Ipeak the word in season, 
but when there IS none to speak, the patient, quiet Tract, may then 
fulfil its office and speak the needed word. 

If a Tract then, aye, or a hundred of them, have e'ler been the 
means of checking a single sin, or helping to overcome a single 
temptation; of reproving the siuner in his wantonness; of making 
anyone feel even the shal"'1e of sin; of causing a sigh for a better 
life j of recalling the memories of an earlier and purer penod of 
life; of eornf-Jrting any onA who has been downcast; of removi[j g 
from any soul its doubt'! and fears; of moving a single soul to a 
single prayer; of shewing, though for a brief period, the folly and 
the wretchedness of sm, and the wIsdom and the beanty of holinesji ; 
of exhibiting, though it were but Olle brief glimpse. of the excel­
lency and glory, and the mercy and love of Jesus Christ, tlH:n thi~ 
Tract, lor these hundred of them, have not oeen IGst, have 110t been 
in vain, have not been thrown away, they have accomplished a 
work, and a good work too. 

This may happen, it may happen repeatedly in the experience of 
one, or in the experience of many, and none know of it but God. 
AU this may happen to those who are born again, and most of it to 
these not so renewed, and yet t here may be no conversions, no deci­
ded conversion alld turr.ing to God from this alone. But yet, this 
is no slight matter, considering what creatures we are-creatvres of 
sin and misery, waitIng [or the development of the Judgment:! of 
God. Fl!wto ·the tender and pitlful it IS nut a trifle to mitigate 
grief 111 the grieved; to con solA the downcast, or to eXCIte godly 
sorrow in the hardened. AnLl this a Truct may do, and if one 
may not, a number may do it. 

Tracts are fitted to do this. They are prepared to do this, and, 
with God's blessing. they are able to accomplish this, at least. And 
if they do accomplish It but now and again, and only in some few 
cases, let no one say it is a,ltogether a vain work to gi ve a way a 
Tract. 

The-se are small results, it is truJ. but combined with other re­
sults they produce great matters, matters that are of importance to 
many a human h:;art, and many a family. These are small results, 
it is true, yet ill the sum of human happiness and human miserYJ 
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they are not to be despised by those who have a. fellow feeling with 
the joys and sorrows vf their kindred. . ' 

It may be thought to be a great waste of material, to proctuce 
l!.'.1.ch small re>:nlts, for we admit stiB that the results in comparison 
with other results may seem small, yet the waste is not so much as 
is spent in mllch mure triffmg ways of as~isting each other to pass 
away an hour, to remOV3 a . grief, or assuage a pain of heart and 
mind. 

Behold the leaves of trees; they all fall in Autumn, and anyone, 
or hundreds of them might be taken from the plant, and it. wOl\~d 
never seem to be miilsed. And '.vhat has each leaf done during .its 
brief period of existence? At best it has but nourished a bud and 
caused a little sap to flow; yet all together produce a years' growth 
for the tree, and gathers up nourishment for the spring ofacoming 
year, and then they fall and die. Your Tracts are but leaves, many 
may be lost, blown away, torn or bnrned, and they do not seem to 
be missed; but should they even survive then brief period !:lnd Qe 
read, they have completed their work, though they have but 
nourished a bud, and helped to store a little nourishment to the 
twig, to which they have been attached. And how many seeds 
in field and forest are never to take root, and never to become a 
plant; yet they may afford food for some sweet-vowed bird, or some 
tmy, active, many-hued insect. Your 'Tracts contain seeds, or are 
seeds; many of them may never, perhaps a very few of them may 
ever produce a plant, yet they may affurd food for £ome soul, or 
some ftleling of some soul; may be an element to help to form 
some song of praise, or to raise u word of earnest prayer. Let not 
the little things be altogether despised therefore, 'despIse not the 
day of 3m all things.' 

There are many drops of water in the magazines of the clbuds, 
many in the streams that roll over the earth, many in the sto~e­
houses of the mighty ocean; and Lut few of them come to great 
honor. yet it may be the fute of some chance drop that falls from 
the skies, to ri5e in the flver's fountain; to dance its way round 
rock and over pebble; to appear now as the froth in the eddies of 
the current; to arise now as the bubble on the surface of the 
stream, presenting the many hues of the rainbow, or reflecting the 
man'( forms o~ g~ass-Ieaf, and reed, und sedge, and bush aud kee, 
that It passes III Its buoyant cOUrse towards the ocean, aO'ain to sub­
SIde and mingle with the many myriads that glide alo~g with it 
and in bme to appear combined with other matter, as the pearl that 
gives its lustre to the diadem of the prInces of the earth. 

And among the many Tracts that have been in cirenlatioll and 
are now passing their rounds, many never comtl to any open 
honor, but there ha~e been, a~ld there wlll be those, which, as they 
pass WIll shed thelf hallowmg influences, and WIll emerge to 
greater honor than any pearl of allY ol~(j)an. 

There are so many things that OCIJUpy the minus and attention 
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of people; or their minds are £0 oMupied with a ~ew thing!, that 
mattenof moment, and of great importance to them are kept ant 
afVIew or forgotten. The epoch, of life are not attended to, espe­
Cllally those epochs and turning points that are yet to come. In 
he!lIth, for instance, people think not of the cllresand remedies for 
s!ckness. In prosperity, they think not of the consolations for ad­
versIty. But therfl are many who are ready to supply th~ remedies 
for the one or tho:: othel. There are mer., who, either for their own 
gain, aud it may be, with a commingled desire to benefit nmnkind 
proclaim far and wide the remedies for certain diseases. For every 
disease that has a name, and for many a pain that has no name, 
there are promulgations of medIcine. This man and that man has 
made a discovery in the art of heRlIng, or III the province of thera­
peutic!!, and intimallon of it is spread through the length anc. 
breadth I)f the land. The art of multiplying information by means 
of printing becomes the resource, and advertisements abound. At 
a great expense it IS done, agents are employed to milke known 
their. virtues, and to extend the knowledge of them. Such med i· 
cines are kept constantly before the minds ot people. Should any 
suffering or pain be felt, or disease threaten, there is the advertise­
ment proclaiming the means to cure, and tile place to obtain i~, 
with many testlmomes to Its efiieacy. Some who have tested its 
properties, and felt benefi t, are read y also to reeom mend te) others 
the mtldicine that cured them. For health i" consitlereq a precious 
thing to those who feel they are losing it, and pain is thought a 
grievous thlUg to those who are suffering It. But is the world, and 
are quacks to bl10nopoJize all these advertisements? Are tbere t'J 
be means.of cure promulgated in every form of print, of cure for the 
body, and no advertIsement made concerning the disease that preys 
upon the soul,concerning the balm of Gilead,concerning the Prince 
of PhysICians? Shall the vinues und. efiicacy of pills and salve and· 
liniment, be announced in every form to uttract, and the annonnce­
ments scattered throngh every house llnd home, and no printed 
word given ef the heavenly mediCIne that resides in the blood shed 
by Christ who was crucified 1 Sball roots and bark, and leaves and 
herbs have their promulgatlon and tlleir a'h"crtisement, and shall 
there not /;e sown broadcast, the knowledge· oC that plant whose 
leaves are [()r the healing of the nations. 

It is the peculiar character of hnman nature and of the religion 
which we profess, the religion of Jesus Chn:st, that people do not 
seek a.tter it spontaneously. It is the pec\llianty of human nature, 
tlnd of thIS religion that it has to be brought under the notice of 
men, and to be kept before them. It is also another peculiarity, if 
not in every caSll, then in a great many cases, that when thus kept 
before the mind, it comes to be attended to, and to bring about ma­
r.y changes in the life, changes for the better in many degrees of 
change, trom the reformation of a single habit to the reformation 'Jf 
a character, the conversion of Po soul, and the ent!re renewal of a 
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human heart. This knowledge and this information must be kept 
before the mlUd: and it is knowledge the most important-it is in­
formation ot the highest kind. It must be kept before the mind by 
the livin~ voice, by the living example~ of those who profess it, and 
by the aid of punted matter. By one, or by all these means. 'If 
not all, then by one. If not by some one, then by some other. But 
this will only be done by those who know the value of thIs know­
ledge, bv those who are aware 'of the virtues, and who have felt the 
power of the gospel of Jesus C:hrist.· On them it lies to furnish ~he 
informatwn. They must pro'V2de the means. They must undertake 
the little lahour it involves. 

'rhis knowledge must be kept before men; must be kept before 
those who care the least about knowing it, as well also before those 
who care a little, as well also bMore those who care mnch. And 
what cheaper than a few Tracts 1 And what more easy to employ 
thaN. a few Tracts 1 You may lack courage to speak, a Tract may 
speak for you. You may lack words, fitting words to speak. a Tract 

. may speak for you. Your words might be offensive, but the Tract 
may speak when there is no one present. \ A Tract is not the only 
means, it is not always the best means, yet it is a means, and let it 
not therefore be neglected or totally despised. 

It is a mere leaf or two. It can lie FI&ide, and will not take of­
fence at negle.d. It may be trampled uncier foot, and yet may not 
refuse to te111t8 little story. It can afford to wait with all patience. 
It can bear dISrespect with all equ.RmI?ity. It may be dIsplaced by 
another, and yet another, and It IS stJll ready to return to its mis­
slon again. It is but a leaf or two, and it almost Illvites a reader. 
It is th~He under the hand. It may be taken up, not in deep thought, 
but from mere want of thought or employment for the moment and 
may create weIghty thought and stimulate to activIty. All this a 
'Tract is fitted to do. All this It has done. All this it IS doing, and 
yet 110ne of these results may ever be reported on, or recorded in 
any earthly record. 

Despise not entirely the Tract, then, though it be but little and 
seem a small means. GiYe it your contributions. Let it 'circu­
late. Let it be read. And eve~ ir it should fall and perhh, it is 
not alt.ogether w~ste. And e\·en 111 Its tatters and its ruin, it may ac­
compllsh some kllld Ivork, even as the leaf tha t has fallen from the 
tree ma.y kllldly cover and shelter ngainst exposure the egO's ot the 
next sUffilner's lnsect, or the ilowerlmd of the coming spnneg. 
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SERMON. 

I wlll not lea.ve you comfortless, I will come to you. -John xiv, Ia. 
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It was a plan passing wondrous by which the Son of God hrol.!.:rht 
back to his Father a lost world-a world lost, like a stray sheep bon 
the mountains. like a lost child In the big \ city, like a foolIsh son 
in the haunts of vice, "1 will go down" He said, "in the form of a 
man amongst men. 1 will be as one of themselves. I will choose 
Ol~t a few to ve always with me. I will reveal to them glorious 
truths. I wIll talk to them of Heaven and of Gad. They will 
learn to Jove me; and their love to me WIll Increase with their 
knowledge of me· I will show them that I am the Son of (iod, 
and when their hearts are bound to me, to me the Son of man, I 
will then Idave them, antI corry their heart~ with me to heaven. 
And they will think much about me, and speuk of what I told them, 
and tell them to the nlltioll!!, and say to the people that God came 
amongst them an~ won their hearts, . before ever they knew it,­
and after dying lor them, 'he passed up into Heaven. And they 
will say-Our hearts are with hllll, and these are the words he spoke 
to us, and tht"se are the word.,; and the deeds by which he won our 
hearts. And men ::;li,dl read these words lind speak 01 them, and 
shall say one to another, What think ye of Christ? He has won 
my heart, one will say alld another, and another, Come let us \'VOt­

ship hIm, let us confess him, let liS serve him, for he has loved us 
with an unspeakable love." 

Thus the Son of God has 'united earth again to heaven. And we 
meet together here on days like ttis to hear of that wondrous Sa­
ViatH, of this wondrous love, to hear His words explained, to be told 
of HIS deeds, to atlk frum Him what we need, and to sin~ songs ef 
praise to Bis adorable nanle.. Having our hearts stolen by Him, 
we delight to draw near Him, and nearer, and to keep near Him 
who is our heaven, who has loved us and washed liS from our sms 
in His blood. 

The parting of friends is often a solemn scene. The more so, if 
strong love has bound t.heir hearts in one. We look back on such 
sceneswith hallowed feelmg-s, and find pleasure in recallIng the 
parting look and words pf the absent loved ones. Seveml such part­
ing scenes we have in the Scriptures: When Jacob gathered his sons 
round his bed to receive his dying blessing i when Moses gathered 
the tribe'S to receive his ~art.ing advice; when Paul amidttJars and 
sobs bade farewell to the Ephesian elders. But no parting scene 
we have ever seen or read of, IS lIke that of the Son of God parting 
with the men he loved, and who loved him. "Let not your heart 
be troubled," he saYIl, "I wIll come again and receive you to my­
self. I will ask the Father and he will send the Comforter. Let 
us meditate together for a. liltls on one or two words of thi3 partmg 
address. 
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i WILL NOT LEAVE YOU COMFORTLESS. 

This promise was, no doubt, to them a matter of much eonsola­
tion, but they knew of none that could console them for His ab. 
sence. There was none had ever been to them such a Comforter 
as Jesus himself, and this discourse about leaving them, so strang;e 
to them and yet not new,-so difficult to realize, so trymg toth~lr 
spints, was only fitted in their state of knowledge to fill them WIth 
sadness. Jesus might speak of a Gomfort.er, but it waS him!:!elfthey 
loved, alld they knew of none, could conceive of none, that could 
be so dear to their hearts as He was. Did their feelings at this try­
ing moment finJ utterance they would &ay:-"Are you now to leave 
us 1 Oh, Blessed Master, leave us not. There is no comforter can 
supply your place. Only remam then with us and we neeH no Com­
forter. Thou hast always been our Comforter. Was it not to be 
always near Thee we left our boat~, and forsook all we held dear 
on earth? Only stay with us Thyself and we will be satisfied. 
\Ve have endured poverty to be near thee, to hear Thy voice. Oh! 
Master leave us not. \-Ve call1lot &ee why Thoushonldest leave us. 
\Va are willing to keer' cl03e to Thee, we will not leave thee, and 
why shoulc~e3t thou seek tu lellva us. Lord why cannot we folloW' 
Thee now; we will lay down our lives for Thy sake. Speak not 
therefore of leaving us j for without Thee we cannot live ill a world 
that hates us. Oh! leave us not, for we will then be orphans." 

Such were the thoughts that filled the hearts of that littleballd 
of discii)les. Christ read all these thoughts, knew them before they 
were uttered. and thus soothed their troubled spirits: "Little chil­
dren, do not grieve, I will nut leave you orphans, I know you love 
me, and I love YOll, love you more than your hearts can conceive, 
love you more than language can :speak. You do not yet know my 
love to y0U, else you wou Id be strangers to these fears. . Leave 
you! I will not leave you at all, I will never laave you, The 
Comforter whom I will send will 110t 'Come in place of me, but to 
bring you nearer to me. Ah! my little fiock, you have not yet 
known who I am. Ye have loved me knowing but litLie of me. 
The Spirit of Truth Shell! come uuto YOllr hearts, and WIll show you 
who I elm. I will not leave YOll, but come closer to YOll. When 
the Spirit teaches you that he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father, then will you know that I have not left you orphans." 

Let us look, hvwever, a htlle clo:>er at the exact meaning of the 
wurds of our text. At first sight it wonldseem that in these words 
JeSllS tells his disciples that he would leave them tor some time 
and then come back to the'll. It is true that in one Eellse He did 
leave them, and in that seIlse He came ba~k for a li~tle and then 
left again, and yet again the Church looks for Him. ,.rhis is true 
with regard to His bodily presence. The sentence "I will Come 
to yon" . is ge~lerally ll.ndersto?d as referrillg to this visible going 
and to thIS VISible comll1g agam. But all such all understanding; 
of the words one does 110t see well the force ofthelSe wonts as words 
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(If col1,pl~tio~t9 a. chu1'Gh $orely tried in its cenflicts in this Wotld. 
The words, :~ndeed. renderl;ld in our version, "I WiiI come," are not 
exactly nnd cle~rly rendered. What our translators have put ill 
the future tense-J will come, is, in the original, in the present 
tense.;-I:come, Jam (Xfflting. What doe.: the Redeamer mean, 
therefo.re,: when He says to His sorrowing dIsciples, "I will not 
!flave you ,orphans, tam coming to you 1" 

To fin~ the full meaning of this, .WI!! might go back to the promise 
of a SavIoUr.to Adam, when he fell by his transgression. Frum 
that ·promise, through all th/i dealiugs of God with His people Israel, 
ctOWll to the.comlDg of Christ and the ut,terance of thelia words, the 
proa:'ised Redeemer Was ever dra,wing nea.rer His peuple, was ever 
commg to them. With the first promise the Redeemer had already 
begun to come. Even in his day Abraham saw Him. He was 
ever cunllng, ever approaching to man, ever saying in substance "I 
am ceming to yoq.)1 . But we do not Intend to tw.ce the steps of His 
appr9~~h t@ HIS churc!1 throughout this long perIod. Let us be con­
tent .with glancingbriefiy at HIs approach to His own immed iate 
disciples., He found them in their ignorance far awJ.y from Him. 
He began t() draw: them ~o hil1li!el f, and a:, this drawing was slowly 
pro~r,es.sing He wa~ ever coming to them. When the Baptist point­
od to Jeslls as the .Lamb of God, Jeslls was coming to them. When 
he prevailed on the dlslliples to forsake all and follOW Him, He was, 
therein, cO,ming to them. When Peter fell at His feet and beS()llgh~ 
Him to depart from him because he was a sinful man, Jesus, ill re­
ality, was coming to him. Vllhen the disciples were overtaken by 
tlltl wild storm,' and when their Master calmed the wind and the 
sea, He was thereby coming to them. When the three di~ciples 
sa.w Him transfi~ured on the mount, He was 111 that glory cOP1ing 
to them. In all t.h!!lse things He was coming to th€m. Ever,- mi­
racle l·b wrought, He was coming to them. Every parable he 
:spoke, He 'WAS coming to them. Every danger from which He 
shielded thein, He was oornll1g to them. Tn every pang !!.lld suffer­
ing they endured for His sake, He Was ~oming to them. And as yet 
they knew hiril not full)l:, as yet He had not come, as yet He was 
only ·in the act of coming to them. And when He uttered :hese 
words "I am coming to yOll," He had not even then fully eom8 fo 
them; He was now nearer them than He ever was before, but still 
He had not come in His full glory as the Son of God, the second 
perso'n of the glorious Trinity, the Prinoe; the Sa vioar, W ~u­
derfnl, Counsell'or, the Everlastmg Father, the Lamb, thl3 Redeemer 
from·sin and dea.th, the l\1.ediatur between God aud man, the Glory 
of God, and the image oflIls persolli. 

What a strange way of coming thit' was tv be. How alien from 
the ostentatious coming of men. In a short t.ime He wou!d be seized 
and bound a prisoner-still He says' I am coming-' to you. From 
olle tribunal He was hurried to anobher-yet·then He wa'S coming '0 
them. Thl'n He WitS to lie eruClfiec!:.-and thus He comes nearer 
It ill to Hia own. In His death, He is coming, in His re:ll1rrechon, .. 
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He is eoming to his doubtiog, perplexed Chluch •. Bl1t ~Eld'i ways 
are not our ways j for "God hath chosen the foohsh thlDgs of .the 
world to confullnd the wise; and God hath chosen the weak thIngs 
of the world to confollod the things that are mighty; Ilnd base 
thwgs of the world and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things \\·hieh are not to bring to nought thillgs that are." 
Yes, Christian discIples, even in th is degradation, insult and death 
ofyonr beloved Jelllls, He is corning to you. Coruing to YOll, Dot 
indeed as yd expected but as ye needed. And when the CllmfortE'r 
came, this was the corutert He brought-He took of the things of 
God and shewed them to their sallIs. Ho revealed tl) them Jesus, 
uS the Son of God and the Saviuur of the world, and then Peter 
could stand lip and say,-"Let all the hOllse of Israel know assllTed· 
ly thllt God hath maue that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ j" and again, "This J eSllS whom ye sle wand 
hanged on a tree, Him hath God exalted a Prince Ilnd a Saviour to 
give repentance to Israel and remission of SillS." 

My friends YOll see here the manner of Christ's coming to His 
disciples. If ye are tll'j dIsciples of Christ. to yon there is t,he same 
:promise, and the same consolation. Christ, though he has come 
lutO the world, and has t'lgain returned to he:lven, has not yet come 
tlJ all that are in the world or all that hear of Him. To each single 
individual of you, if ye would be Christians, Chrtst must come step 
by step as He ellme to these apostles. Has Christ come to you yet 1 
Or is He now coming 1 Or has He at all begun to come 1 Can you 
say I am not an orphan now, I am a 80n, a daughter, fur ChrIst has 
come tu rue, is neur me, is with me, is III me. 

Christ comes to you, just ill proportion as YOll come to Him, and 
yon come to Him in the degree that He oomes to you. Oh! my 
frtends attend to the steps of Christ's coming to you. He never 
comes but to the lowly, and hllmlJled, and pierced, and broken, and 
mourning heart. And when Hd is wounding and breaking your 
heart, It is that, through this, He may come to yon. In tImes of 
sore bereavment, H~ is coming to YOll. In the midst of uisappJint­
men t , He is cblmi ng to you. \Vhen He robs yOll of the objects of 
your de:ight, He is coming to YOll. Wtlen He sends YOll to dwell 
In a strange land, and amongst ~trange faces, He is coming to you. 
When YOLI feel weary and for/om, He is then saying I lim coming 
t? you. Aye, and when, Chnstian disciple, YOLI feel sad for YOllr 
SillS, and have r~~orse ofconscienoe, He is then coming III YOll. 
Thus every hunlliJutlOll, ~very sadnes3, ever}' s3rrow, roily be, if pro~ 
perly used, only the cOllllllg to you of your preciuus J esns. 

"Whom wilt thou come to me ° Lord, 
0, come my Lord most dear, 
Come nearer. nearer, nearer 6till, 
I dID well when thou art ne!!'r." 

. But at every step of Christ's coming VOll ma.y be tieeing from. 
hlm. A? He approaches YOll may be retiring, retreating :fieeilll 
betur.;l Hlm. .Each affliction will, th~u, ol'.&ly harden; and. oh I te 
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ribta thought,Christ may follow YOlt no longer. Be\\'are,bewareof t!1is. 
Miserablo is that soul from wh'Jm Christ is going, still going, making 
the distance between ~hem greater anti still greater e':lch day. And 
may we not alll!>ll.y :-

"We are too far frora thee our Saviour, 
Too ffir from Th{;e. 

B~fore our eyes 
Dark mist~ arIse 

And veil the Il\ories from the skies, 
We lire too fal' f~om Tbee. 

Drnw us more close to Thee our Sa'Tiour, 
Jllore close to Thee. 

Let (ulne what will 
Uf good at' ill 

'Tis one to Ug dear Saviour knowing still, 
Thou drawe8t us to Thee." 

"I am coming to YOll," Blessed worcls! \\'lien tlie ChristIan's 
longing soul is overwhelmed with mlsfurtune, uisuflpvintl1lent, be­
reavement, affliction and sorro'v, It can through fuith, rise sllperlor 
to them all and SilY; "Blessed Je~us! now I know that ThOll wilt 
not leave me all orphan, for I feel Ihat Thall art comin!! to me, ever 
coming to me, coming to me the fuster the more every thing else IS 

leaving me." all! ollrs, Christiun friends! IS the religivn of 80r­
row,-the religion [or sorro.v,-und the religion in wh ieh is no SOf­

rOw. 
Blessed JeslIs! give liS to see Thee as the Christ the Son 0: the 

living God, and cOllvince us that am:d u:1 Ollr rie~les we are POOf 

indeed it Tho\! comest not to us, allldest not with liS. all! teuch 
us to see in all our sorrow, that ThOll art by thesB corning to liS, and 
Wd Iviti gladly give up all things so Ihat we may get Thee und keep 
Thee iu our hearts,-the hope of glory, Come quickly Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 

" Wherefore he i3 able to save them to the uttermost that come 11nto God by 
bim."-Heb. vii. 25. 

III these words It is said of Jesus ChrIst that He has. power or 
ubihty. "He is able to save." This abili,y IS very great.· Let Uil 

glance at a few instances where wa see it manifested that, therehy , 
we may understalld somethIng of its greatneiiS. 

Sea it (1) in His multiplying u few loaves to feed many thousand 
people. Before we can eat, we must, in the ordinary course of 
things, prepare the e;raund, gather the harves~, beat out and winnow 
the grain, grind l~ in the lUIll, and bake it with fire. And were 
we called upon t(l· prepare a meal fur even one thousand FeopIe, 
what labour and toil that would cause, ,what weariness would at­
tend it! But he simply bles1Jed the faw loaves and tha few fishes, 
and gave to the vast multitude and they did all eat and were filled. 
What power is here! 

See it ('2) in His stiiling the tem[)6st and the waves. You have 
beEn, perhaps, at sea in a storm. Sllddenly thg tempest breaks 
lipan the shil" the strong !!alls have unrst into ribbons, the great 
ropes have snapped iilte 1l. threli.d, the huge masts,-giant trees of 
the iorest which grew strong in the bleeze,-have broken like 
reeds, and the poor ~ea-faflng men are full of terror and can do 
nothiag, can, indeed, scarcely maiutaill their feet on the reeling 
ve.;;sel, and each on~ wait:; for awi expecttl nothing but the found­
enng of the ship. But in such a storm as that JeSllS comes forth, 
and He says, " Peace be stIll," and immediately there is a great 
calm. What power is here! 

See it (3) in His raJsing the dead. While your beloved was sick, 
and while there was yet Q. little strength yon tried every means to 
keep in the flickering lamp of life, by appliances of medicine, by 
attentlOn, and watching, and care; but the lamp grew dimmer 
and dImmer, and flickered and flickered, and then went out. And 
now-you stay no longer, you can do no more; and your beloved 
is carried forth for burial and laid in the grave, already so full of 
the dead, So it was with Lazarus; bnt then comes Jesus and 
approaches the grave; the stone is rolled away; and He ~ays 
Lazarus come forth," and the dead man comes forth in his grave 
clothes. And in like manner at the last day, He shall call 011 the 
dead and they shall come forth. Every gra.ve shall rrive up its 
dead; and the sea shall give up its dead, and they shall ali, small 
and great, appear before God. What power again is here! 

.See it (4) ~n his creating light. You are lU a dark cave or deep 
mine, or bUrIed, we shall say below the earth, in cold and dark­
ness. You are perishing for WII.!lt o~ light and heat, and you have 
nlllne of those help~ of art by whICh lIght can be produeed and you 
grope about In darkness, in terra:, 111 de:ilpuu. Bllt this Jesus 
i5peak~: He saY8; "Let there be hght/' and 10! light breaks forth 



amid the gloom, all it 'brolf6 f'6.itlC ill. the creation, searching out 
v.:itil it,ll b~ams and tliY,in~,e~ary~eccess and corner-and d\uk.space

j 

dlspelhng ttll darkness with lts bnght beams.' Look at ,the, SUD, or 
wlienhehas set, come, forth at night and look up to the heavens, 
with Its CCl~ntless stars and you see there the work of Jesus' hands:. 
'Rertlade them all. ,What power, we once more repeat, is here! 

I~ 'He not; the~efor~, able 1 Has He not power, strength, ability ~ 
And though' I have 8elacted only these few instances I mi o-ht 
occuWiour time arid weary your strength, before I'could enl1~e­
rate to you the instances on record ever'! where, ill creation, and 
iu;providence, of the ability of Jesus. Bllt it is none of the 
il1s~ances ,creation and providence afford that is referred to in the 
':Wbrds of .the text. The ability referred to here is the abihty to 
'S:&'VE~ Anhis "saving power " let us look a little more clo~ely :_ 

C. To save from what 1 
2. To save how far 7 
.3. To sav'e whom 1 

And, first, let us consider 2chat It is h@ saves from. You ueeu 
scarcely be told that it'is from sin. "Thou shalt call his name 
'Jeslit: for he shall save his people 1rom their flins." He 8a\'e$ 
from the consequences of sin. These are all summed up in the 
,terrible expression wrath of God. So fearful a thing lS the wratll 
'of an angry God that the mind startles at the thonght, und some in 
their', folly, have hoped that the expression is a mere figure of 
speech and that there is no such thing in reality. But the 6crip­
tures speak of it. The same book that tells us of the power, 
ability, of Jesus tells us of the terrible thing for the removal of 
which this ability was ealled into exercise. And these two things 
are ever found tugether, nay Imply eallh other-the disease and the 
remedy, the wrath of God against sin, and Jesus the Saviour,­
J eSllS able to save from this wrath to the uttermost. Here it is, 
therefore, that Qhnst is al;le: this is the ability the text refers to ; 
the ability to Silve from the consequences of sin even the wrath ot 
an otfended God. 

,But the conselluences of sin are not all He saves .from. The 
consequences might be removed and yet the cause mlght remam. 
But He, such is Hi'3 ability, He saves from the canse likewis~: He 
delivers His people,-before He ceases to put forth Hls abllIty 011 

their behaU,-from the being of Sill. He is able to wash as no 
waler can wa.sh, to purge from all vIleness as no rel111er's fire can 
purge; tooleanse until the guiltiest of His people are ,made whiter 
fhan the snow. But thlt>matter that falls to be consiCiered under 
this head is &0 familiar to you that I need not further enlarge. 

Let us, in the .~econd place, consider to what extent He is able tc 
save. The text says,-" To the uttermost·" The wOl'd rendered 
uttermost is a word of large llieaning. It is an abstract, word," He 
is ab~e," ___ in thaorigmal this is the force of the word,-to Eave 



'lllholly, entirely. to the elttire or tatal comp~etio". nnd eord, ta l,he 
uttermost. HIs ahility, the word implies, 111 without J~t. or.hlD­
drance or hmi~, or h<Juntl, or m~a~ure, L1r degree. LJt lti louk at 
it ill t~o aspects :-(1) A~ to th~ qULlltty of the sin frolll, whil!h he 
is able to save. Aud (2) as to the endurance and cOlll1nUIl.UCe gf 
this HIS sa vlIlg aLii it: . 

(1) As to the qu tlity ot the sm~ from whIch he Ciln save. 
'.rhere is only one sill sroken ot tor which there is 110 forgiveness, 

the sin :lgainst the H,ly \thO'lt. I shall not refer tv it; but al'art 
from that sin the qll:l!lty of the sin m 1y In ot the deepest dye, and 
yet Jesus call ~llVd [rom it: The Sill 1[J1Y he IIlLlSt. bulJ and defiaut 
in its character, vet Jesus CC1II S'l ve frurn it~ "Where sin abuunded 
His grace did 1lI~lch mure alJUund." Is Ihe case thC1t where devils 
have ta~en pussession of Ihe body anti lIs memhers, then look at 
Mary Magdalene. .Tesus is IIhle to save her. He dId saVe her, 
and she stoot! at his cross ill grief; and she came early III the 
morning to his sepulchre; and to her first he appeared after his 
reslIrrec.tion; and her sad heart he nude gl:ld when he named her. 
Look at Peter, the rasl., reckles, disciple. Alt')r all his intercourse 
with Jesus, after all th~ ftlVLlIH shown him, after all tha rrLlnllSeS 
made to him, altar 1111 the \<!urnin,g;; giv~1\ to him, alter all his own 
promises and prott'statiulH, lie dellied thrice that he klh'w Jesus. 
And yet Jesus is able to S:lve Peter. And Palll too, Jeslls Clln 
!lave. This proud Phari':lce W:IS a perst!clltor, even 10 Lloou and 
death; he was a blasrhemer uf the I allle of J eSllS, but this very 
Paul says: "JeslIli is able to save to the uttermust." 

Then consider (2) how loug thi<; savit1g ability endnres. He 
saves you from ail past SillS !lnd their consequence!:!, but then sin is 
working in yNI still; s:n which ~'on may Hot allow, but sin which 
at timei', deceives nnd overcumes you; sin that callseth y,JU gnef 
and woe. Car. His ability reaJh onward to the flllllre, as it, 
stretches backward!! over the pust1 Ye'>, If Y(ltI continue ia His 
10\'e. He is aule to save YUlI totally, to completion. to tile entire 
end; fJr the word benrs that meaning. He giveth gr,tce for grace, 
grace for, grace: "Hd thilt hath bt,gu n a good work 1Il you, will 
perfvrm It llntli the day of J eSllS Christ." "His arm is never 
shortetled, that it cannot save." "Hls mercy endureth for ever." 
He is able to sa ve to the n~termost, tl) completion, to the end. 

Let Wl in the third place consider whom it is, he is able to save. 
The text say!!, I. Them th[\~ come through him to Gud." lL is thus 
'the words stand illth" original, though the sense is the same in our 
transl~ti~.n. "Them thot,cume by him:" Or even more strictly 
shll, '1 nem that are commg throngh him. The word' come" i.$ 
111 the puticipial lur01. The exact fJrm is "cominlT." Tht! Word 
iruplLes in that form, It perpetual preSl'n t, coming n;t once for' all 
Ibut alwnys coming, eVer" travelling betwe""n tlie fulness of Jesu~ 
.and the church'li necessitiei." It 1S they that were C01Ullle wileD. 



UY. 3.UIB )!e~".lt~ 

the Apmt18 wrote. ~t is thc:v th:ltwere aoming after the ApoltIe 
bad departed to be wIth Chrlit. Ir, is they tlut were ~oming in 
every age pas~. It is thev that are coming now. It is they that 
are to oome yet lin horn. It is they lhilt ar" coming as long a. 
these words <jtand wriHe!l. 

See how one part 01 scriptnre answers to, fits and completes ano. 
ther :-Jesus salll while on ellTlh, "Cume unto me all ye that labour 
Bnd are heavy laden :" alJd the Apostle sa ys, "He is able to ,sa ve to 
the IItt"rtIlOst them that are (loming to Him." . It is said in tha 
Propll"ts ;-"Hu! everyone that t1l1rslelh come ye to the wakrs, 
&c.; and the Apustle backs that graciuus invitation with the gra­
cious promise,-"Tt,at He is able to save tu the IIttermost them t!lat 
come to God throll!!h him." Juhn says ill the RevelallUns,-"And 
the Spirit und 'he Bride say Come. And let him that heareth say 
Come. And let him that is athirst Come. And whosl)ever will, 
let him take uCthe water of life freely." And we have the connter· 
part, the answer, the echo,oflhe S;lme iuvitatior., and of all such in~ 
vit!ltions. He is aule to save to the uttermost them that are COnllDg 
through llim to God. 

Now smner are yon coming to God 1 Are YOll Ilbout to eome! 
Is It with yoU, N,), No! What are you coming tlll Whither are 
you drifting 1 What ure you livlIlg fllr 1 What is your goal, your 
aim, your desire, YOllr hOlie. your amhition. \OVh:lt are YOll if you 
come sholt of curning Lo Gud, if yuu seek not to come to him, de· 
sile it not, yell rl1ther turn away aud keep llway, and tear yourself 
away! Oil! what will become of your perishlng soul, your loved, 
your cherishAd BUll I ! ., for, what will a man give in exohange for 
his soul 1" Oh! 'Ie 8imple ones, how long will ye love vanity 1 

Bnt do y,)[l say Yes. Yes, "I,would come [Q God. I must come. 
I must be at peace with 111m, and find him. and eome to him, and 
oh! would I could find him! oh, would I could be reconciled to 
him! oh, wuulJ I knew he would receive me! For what am I, nnd 
and whut shall become of [[.e, If I 0l11l nut cumil~g to God, and com· 
ing to him through JeslIs. And were Ihi~ weigllt, this burden, this 
innhility removed frum me I wonkl come, I wuu!J corne; bnt wo's 
me! I am ful! of hesitation; and feurs; und am so weak, Vi1 oiul and 
foolish; God huvu Inerey IIpon me a sinner." Yt's sinner, come 
thus, come tllJ!s. He i~ au~e tJ save you. That 18 the way to come. 
He is ab!e to IiiUVc YOll to the IIttermost. Come 1 hils. He here 
woul j remove your ,1"lIuts und heSllations. He here would remove 
your fears. Hd htltei:1nd IlOW ['Ills fGnh his auill1\' for you. Far 
he is ubI"" he is able, iJe hus ability tu save to the uttermost, to the 
most perfect und entire completeness them that come through him 
to God. 

And now believer, 11llW IS It w:lh yonr sonl1 Are yon one weak 
in the faith, yet tms1ingl One s"!eking GJd, yet with lear and 
trembling 1 Let me eucournge you with these words, He is able 
to lav@ tIJ tbo utterOlvst tbe!u lhtlt are coming to God by him. 



Are you doubtful, faltering; wavering l' You must not be 01 doubt­
ful heart; take courage, it IS of Christ it is saia, he is able to save 
to the uttermost them that are coming to God by him. But yO~lr. 
sins, your bac[{slidings, your wicked thoughts, Y.Jur bad heart! you 
are ashamed ofyoutself, and cannot lift up Jour eyes. Ah! Yes! 
Your SlOS no doubt are many, and you do well to grieve over these, 
and be0anse of these ; anr yet stay not awa.yon account of these, 
from your gracious Redeemer. Go wIth alL your burden and guilt 
to him. Prostrate your heart at hIS footstool, for, he IS able to save, 
to save to the uttermost, theln that are coming to God through him. 
He is tte door, and through him yon may go in and out and find 
pasture. So, poor sinner bo encouraged to venture to aim again; 
and take this word with yon when you come and plead it with hIm. 
-"Thon art able to save them to the uttermost that 00me unto God 
through The@." May God help us all to corne, and to his great 
nallle be all the glory now and forever, Amen. 

"And with Him they crucify two thie,~s."·-l{ll.rk xv: 2'7_ 

There is no event lU the life of (ILU Lord on earth that is without 
significance, and no position even that He was ever in but has 
some meal1l11g and place in tile \Venit He came tv do on this earth. 

The life of J esns is too deep and significan t for any of His actF: 
to be withont rneanlllg-for even any position He was placed in, to 
IJe without purpose. Al1d espeCIally may we seek for this signi­
ficance in these His last acts on eat'th, and very mllch so in this 
His la~t position on earth~ For what IS the position ?-crucified. 
and that between two thieves. There was one on the right hand 
and another on the left, and JesllS in the midst. "With Him they 
crucify two thieves." This was the so.!iety of his death, this WIlS 
the company and association of His dying hOUl's-two thieves. 
'With these He was cru~ifietl. They did .not crucify Him alone, 
and by Himself. They would degrade HIm. He had lived a hfe 
of respectability, and they need not thlls have degraded Him in 
His death. They might have given .Him to suffer In His last 
lnoments by H,mself If He must 'need., suffer, and not with thieves; 
11m it was not thus they treated Him. "They crucify with Him 
two thieVeS." 

And ~hey Sl~ITOU1tded Him with this society. They did not 
plac~ Him facll1g the thIeves. ThilL would have implied a dis­
tmctlOn between Jesus and thGse malefactors, but these mnrderers 
did not intend that He should be. ill any way distinguished thus •. 

Nor (lId they place Jesus on the one side, and the thieves 011 tIle 
olhl81. That would not have satisfied His mllrden31's, so they put 



45 

Him in the midst, on each e<ide a thief and gim in the midst. 
But "lace Him where they m'ght, or where they would, still He 
W:1S the disliuguished One, still distingUIshed whether they put 
Him 10 ?ealh Up,trt und hy Hlm3elf, or whether they placed Him 
to oue Slue. or whelher they hang Him in the midst, on each side 
B thiel; He was, and wou!d be, and will be, [he most distillguished. 
Place Him where tlHtV would, and in what position, and wilh 
what society they might, still he was the chief object, the chief 
object of th.flir mali.:Je, the chief ohject 01 the mockers that passed by; 
and thus sl1l1 He is the cenlra (f many a h"art, and many a lanu. 
He could lJot hut be distingllishad, place Him where they would, 
and how they would. There Were three CroSSES, there were threo 
victims; !Jut we only speak of, alld think tif. one cro,s. We only 
ltnow the nJ'me of one of t;le victims. HIS name is JesBs; the 
olhers! their names are 110t known. vVe (july preach of one of 
the~e vi~tims. The other vlctim3 are thera, but we prtlach not 
them. Other crosses are the.e, but we notice them hut Jjt.tle-J~st 
enough tg kllow that they are there. All thAse three crOS3es were 
ladLln ,\lit! blood-slaJlled, and yet but one of them is distingl!ished. 
And what makes it to be so 1 It is hecause of Him who was on 
thl'! cros~-Hirn thut hung there-" Him 1" \Vhat was He then 1 
'Vho was He I "With Him," we read, .. With Him" they cru0ilv 
two thieves." 

c. Wilh Him." Tila Writer of the Go!!pol may be regarded, ill 
one point of vif'w, as jf he spake in deep indignation when he 
wrote this. With Him I Oh dar!ng insult! Oh bold dishonor! 
.. With Him I"~ "With Him " who never stole aught fwm 
any mun, bllt was al~vays giving, with Him they crucilV 
two thieves. Wilh HIm who did no wickeduess, wilo did not 
"cry even, nor lill uP. nor calise HIS voice to be heard in the 
sl.reets," with Him they (\llIcily iawless and bloody men. "Him !" 
who had never done e'liJ, ill whom there was no guile, whom 
none of them could conVince of sin, with Hun they crucify two 
thieveE. "Him !" It was He that had restored sight to their 
blind. It wall He who had b~aled th~Ir di:>eases. It was He 
that hud raised even their dead. It was He that had spoken as 
never man spoke. All(: they had cried for His death, and tilev 
crucify him. and with Him they crucIfy two thieves. "Him !" of 
whom many had said "this is that Prophet." Is not this, many 
had sUld, our Messiah. Yes indeed Htl was all that and more 
than thut. even He, with whom they crucify two thIeves. For it 
was He who crenteu thllse heavens, and that sun, and these woous, 
nnd this earth. anti ail its heanty of mountains, and hills, and va.les, 
Bnd h.lkps and all that IS unseen in the deep and on land. He is 
the Creat~r of tllem all, even He with whom they orucify tw 0 

thieves. It wos He who said "Let there be light, and thete was 
Jjght." It was He who said 41 Let us m'lke man in our own im­
Dg"." He is the Creator ot tho ends of the earth; the Holy Oue, 
the Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious, even He, and nOlle 
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els~ than He, with whom they now crucify two thieves. True, ,He 
had veiled His 6hry for a little. True, Hd was in the.1orm of 
a servant. True, He hal submitted to a low and mean estate. 
True, He was in the flesh; hut it was God manifest in the fl~sh, 
even the Lord God, the !VI ighty God, the Prince of LifE'; and they 
crulJi'Y Hlnl between two thieves, the one on the right hand and 
the other on the left. 

And tIllS was but a small part of the l:ldignity they put on hitl.l, 
but a :;-mal! portion of the Insult and deg-ra,dation they heaped upon 
Him, meek an.\ silent, as is the !'heep before the shearer:;;. 

Let us look a little at the series of indignities they put upon 
Him. 

They brought a great band of men to apprehend Him. These 
were snrely able to bring Him safel~ to a rlace of security and 
iml'risonmellt; but they wonld degrade Him, and 110 they bound 
Him. We have heard of prisoner!:l,-"iulent men,-whopleaded 
not t,l bE' bOllnd, and promised they wlluld proceed peaceably WJlh 

the offilJers ot justice j they felt it degrading' to be bonnd ; and men 
always do. And th~y wish to degwde Jeslls, and 80 they lead 
Him away hound to Cl1iaphfls. There was no neeel fur it. He 
was nJt violent. He had cOl1n~e\led peace. He had followed 
peace, Ollt tl\Jy wllllid insult Him and Sll t!ley bOllnt! Him. 

Then, il~ the honse of tl'e Priest, the servants of the l'riest 
gathered around Him and mettle Him their muck and scorn. 
'j hey spat upon Him. What deep insult w, s this! But this did 
110t sati:sfy them, They were cruel too; for we read that t:1ey 
buffded Him. They struck Hlln with their fists; and with 
their open palms they smute Him un the face. 

It was n(lt to try HIIlI merely the} had bound Him; it was not 
to give Him justice merely that they brought HIll1 to jndgment ; 
they wished to wreak their hate and their wrath upon Him, Il.ud 
"they compassed Him liko hees." Wlleo brought into the COllrt of 
Pilate, the sululer!! g.lthered rOl1nu Him-unci they set themse!ves 
to make spurt of Him. He isn killg! they said, Yes, let us make a 
kin~ of Him. And su lhey got sOlDe old purple garments and they 
roue Hlfn in :IHm. BLlt they lack a crown t) set on His head. 
They mi~ht have ma,je a .}ruwn of straw, and placed it on His 
head. There. would hav' been insllit and mockery enongh in that, 
onu WLlllld 1 h III k; bl\ t th \1 would not sa t isfy the Ill. With their 
mockery they w"re crnel. While muckll1g they wOllld torture, and 
80 they mltde It crllwn; IIl1t it was a crown of thurns, amI they laid 
It Oil HI~ h~J.d, and drove. it int? IIi..: temp\'s. They had thus 
crowned H'IIl, and Illlde Hln1 a lung; but the mockery was not vet 
c,'I1lJlleted; they would pr~cllre. a sc~ptre for Him; and tli'ey 
brull~ht u reed, and placed it III HIS hUlllls. Oh! mee{ and uncolU­
pl'Linin~ Stviulll', tll'lt h?re It all ill silelJ('e. And thell they en­
tllruneo Him,. But the J~~tand the play endcd not here. The,y 
wuuld olHY HI!~ and d() 111m hurnage. And tll~y en me add bowe~ 
bt;tor~ Hun. £heV Jm~eled down, alld then 11Slng, sl)at ill 'His 
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facs;' and'tlieJevity and mirth was loud and boisterous, and the 
jtlstwa~ terse and biting. 'Thev mockea Him, they, turtured Him, 
till '~he¥ were weary with their rude anc. cruel sport, and 'hen 
they, stnppfld off the mock regalIa, dethroning, despuiling, anu un­
CO,ve'rIngHim again. 

And when sentence had hElen passed upon Him, and they hurrie d 
Him away to Calvary-all weak, weary, and ready 10 filillt a~ He 
wils-they lad His own cruss on Hili shunlJers that He ll1ight carry 
it ,Himself. Nune, not even the l'l1eanest <'ind moS!t degraded 
amongsL them, was mean enough to carry it for Him. BlIt wh 'n 
they SlW Hin, fi.tint with HIs luad, they feared le~t their viclim 
might expire in their hanus, ere they reacheJ the place of CrlItlitix­
ion, ,'alld they seized lIpun some p,ts"er by from the cULIlltry !lnd 
made him fullllw close behind Jeslis LetHing [lis crus~. And when 
they had r.uug flim there tu die tilat hurrid ueath, that l'low, linger-
109, racking ,i-::atll, they placed Him lJetween tlVO thieves, on on 
the righ~ hand, and the OTher on the lefl. They !u i,::-h I. have allow­
ed Him to hang there in peace, to Ji_' ill qlli(,ot; Illere u1Ight have 
been some magnanimity shuwn Hi rn nolW, SUI:1e slight f"rlJeur­
ance. They need lJut lIave I,erseclIt,;d Him I .. tile very deulh, to 
the very lust breath, with their mLlckery ailU inslIlt; but their hate 
was deep, their wrath was crll"'[ Oil! huw cruel they were, huw 
fllil of ,bitter hatred! fn His u~Ully, at each qlliver uf tile str<linJ IIg 
muscles, at eacll drooping of' the beavy hell,l, at eaclt h~avlng uf 
the laburing chest, at each sighing "f lhe faltlling hrulten heurt, at 
eaJh groan with l'aCklllg paiu, they g'lve furth tlJl~ir lut;u laughter. 
They wa~ged tht!ir hellds in scorn; "If Ihou Le SUl'!1 an olle-lile 
Chris~,-, O1l1e down from the cruss," "He suveJ olhers; He 
cannutS(iVe [[lmselt." "This IS He that wuuld destroy tilt Il'm­
pie aud Imild it 111 three days," 'vVns Ilut their hlte dir,! alld fiac~, 
W..lS 11\)\ thetr wrath relentless and crtlel! }\jcr uid tl:ey c"use to 
mock Him ti:1 Hill lift: had ebbeu, and His spirit fled. 

Why were they thlls angry'! What harl He dOlle tu them? Why 
all this wralh, und why alllhis crnelty,-this wild fiHce wrath, 
this insatiuble cruelty? Wllllt provoked them su? What WIIS it 
that firollght Ullt all this malignily and wickedness, and savage 
fury 1 Whut had He done tu uff~lId them su deeply? 'What Cdllse 
had He giVen fur this constant persecution and turture? Hi:- death 
evell would not have satisfied them. Bad He !Jeen removed flom 
theIr sig't; or had He been taken from the earlh in Sllme other 
way; or had Hu Jied in their hands when tlley first apprehended 
him, th .. ir <Trief all j di~app()intmf~"t would have heen great; fi,r 
their hearts ~vele filii of ;', rall1 and wickedness; lind 1111llght would 
cOlltent them bilt tu wreak their cruel wri.lth [lull vellgeance tu the 
full 'un His Heud. 

AIl'J why was this, what stirred them, what prflvl)ked them 1 If 
I appreheud the matter aright, it was because 'he had deeply offend-
ed their, pr.ide. . 

They bad .spe,J?tma.ny years in the acquisition of learning. They 
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haJ studied much, and long, and hard. They had searched Wit~ 
CRre, the meaning of the Old Testament for the marks of thelt 
great Messiah, the HOf,e of Israel, the Sa "iour of the chosen pea­
pIe. They had spoken of Him who was thus to come. They hlld 
boasted uf His coming. 1'hey had wr.ited for Him with grent ea~ 
~erness and. much impatience. One of earth'li mighty onl:s would 
H~ be; a man of prowess in war; of wisdom in the court; a lead­
er of the Hosts of Israel; a gatherer of the people; a subd lI~r of 
every foe; a breaker of every yoke i an exp~Jler of ",vcry oppressor. 
Alld, in place of such an one, Ihere came this Jesus, this mild lind 
meek rna n, preaGhlllg peace, teaching humility, teacbing mercy, 
teaching forgiveness of injUrIes. No rlller of embatlled hosls wa<j 
He i no companion, was He, of the rieh and the princess uf the 
people; no outward preparation did He make to~ tile sul·jllgll.tion 
of the oppressor. And they Wl!re offended ill Him. 

If He hat! been a mere common man,who had claimed to be thiS 
Dellverer,they would ha7e lelt Him alone 10 go WRere He would. 
Bnt they felt He was no common man. His words were mighty 
and wonderful words. There WilS ill His [,.ICe, and tone and man­
uer, in His words and a~ts and conduct, somelhinrr inflllentIal, sa­
vouring of effect lind power fiud resolntlOn, which mell llIust pilher 
hold to or orpose-something In Him whic!l men must be either 
attracted to in admiration and affection, or ue repe lIed from, in 
disgust and hate. 

He came with might. a.nd po'Ver anrl infinence, came lOdeed ag 
the Messiuh, and yet He was so hll1nLle, so mean, a friend of puh­
licans und sinners,Hls chosen fnend!!, not the learut.ld and JlIst ll1en 
of the natIOn, but Leggars and fishermen, His folluwe rs, not large 
armie:" of ~talwart soldier:s, but crowds of the I'oor, the maimp-d, 
the blind. and even the lepers. And s'.) He offended their pride 
oeeplv. They could not brook a Saviuur like Him. They could 
not br, ok teaching stich as H is. They could not endure vl~tlles 
such as He practised. And He told themselves that their tea,!hiag 
v:as wrong,and thattheir acts were worse.SllOuld they not 1..>e offend. 
e1 in Him 7 Did they not well to be uflended 7 Alld He h'llght 
them humility, and reproved them for beir.g prvud, and uO'uin talloht 
them humility. Did they not well to be angry; and to ~ay of HOim 
"this fellow, we know not whence He is 7" Off.end'Ju pride, wound 
ed priJe I This stirred their hostility, this roused their pa<,sion, 
this nurtured their hate, this inflamed their \\-fath. this goaJed them 
on to all these acts ofcrueltY,nnd this fierce savagery whICh Ihey 
exhibited towflrds Him. Yes, my friencis, ofJc1ided pride. That 
is ~he strong pa.~s~·on .. - And what passion IS lik~ unto it. Offended 
pnde, offended d~gnzty! I cannot stop to describe all its wurkings 
to you; I presume y~u .know it •. I may ther~lore tuke fur grunt~d. 
that you know what It IS, what It can do ; what wralll it call stir 
lIP. what cruelty, what dire revenge. 

And see here what their oftt!Qded pflde cal1sed them to do. And 
gn tbe other ht\ua sea wbat t~e h"mihty oi Chri3t g.l.ve liim to 



" .n1tt:r. and to suffer witnout reproach er complaint. A man migbt 
have heen excused if, 10 all this mocklllg and scorning and jestlng 
and gihing, he too had saId bitter t111ngs. A man like Jesus migh: 
have heen allo.ved, at least, to speak sorue truthful wurds tu them. 
But He WIlS silent. 

And now let me call agflin to your rempmhrance the f<.tct,that La 
whom they thus tr.ocked WIlS not a mere man. "He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father." It was God, the Almighty God, 
the t:reator of Ihe ends vf the earth. He who was frum ett:!tnity. 
It was God Who had offended their pride, it was God against wholn 
all Ihis malice and malignity was ver.ted. I' was God they rudely 
uOllnd. It was God in whose flice they spat. It was Gild Whom 
they smote with their fiSI.S. It was Go,1 whom ~hey slapred .vith 
their hands. It was God whom lhey made a mock king of, crowned 
with thorns, and .uade a Jest ufo It was God matlif~st in tl.e fl~8h. 
As far as It was possible for them to reach God, they venled theit 
hute upun Him in mockery an:J taunt al'ld crueltv. As fut hS they 
could reach man they opprQssed and stmck Him; struck Him with. 
their fist~, struck Him with ti'.eir palms, strllt;k Him wirh u rod, 
Bmute the Ihorns into His temple3. and u! I present uroke furth into 
sa ,a!!e laughter. Oh! here is their sin hrought Ollt 1I1to visiuilit~·. 
Hp.f(1 their deep enmity makes itself manifest. Here the intense 
malignity of their hearts a;ainst God uecomes lJUlp;lbly plain and 
visible. 
I •• Ilear 0 Heavens, and give ear 0 Earth; for the Lnrd hath 
spuken, I have nonrlshed und brought up children and they have 
rebelled against me." ,Behold, ye blessed !!Ingels, who stand in 
the presencc of God , who are mini,teringspirits to do [-lis pleasnre j 
IJehold here your God, struck at, spat nt, lnocked aL Oh! ye 
burDlng servall's,thllt are near to the throlle at God, see here how 
mortuls of earth Jeer, and taunt, Rnd mock, at your adoraule and 
lovfld Olle. Will not they feel this indignity done to their God 1 
Will not Ihey too hurn with a holy re'li:n~melJt !or the insult und 
the wwng done to their M!lster 1 Can they ever [uwive It, und 
be true in their a:tegiun~a to God 1 Can they ever meet as friends 
WIthin the pearly gates of heaven, those who have thus dared to 
lift their impious hands agalllst their most holT- and most jllst. One, 
their God 1 Even though God himself sholdd not feel ufiel\Cjed,even 
though He should lnke no notice of it, and trea. those who did 
it, if lhat were r,osllible, us jf they hat! lll)t done it, call thuse holy 
beings, and puulic servants of God torglve it, and yet remain true 
in their allegiance to (~od 1 Oh 110; there mllst lJe an o.tonement 
made for such great wrong, there 111llst he suitable reparation made 
for suct. gross insults ofibred to their gioriolls (:;'oJ, e!se thes":! pure 
nnd holy spirits would conspire to dri,"e tho mockers and lllurder­
derers oftllelr God frolll heaven, should lhey eve. enter there. 

How, my friends, do yon regard thes3, the mnckers and murder­
ers of God 1 What th11lk you of those who thlls spat Oll Him. blind­
flilded Him,llwote,lll.ugb.ed aud gtlped upvu Him WIth their muulh8J 



Think you not that they were cruet, that their wrath was fierce, 
that their malignity was bitter and terrible 1 You even are offer,· 
ded at them tuo, wonder how there can be forgiveness for the~. 
You too think tha~ some.reparation mnst. be made to Gud., and HIs. 
Majesty ere 'Su~h insulters can be admitted to His favor and for· 
giveness. 

But these, my friends,are only representative men. They alone 
ara not the wicked unes (If the human race. They, IIJ this act of 
theirs, in this malignity of theirs, in thi9 hate 01 thtlirs, in this SttV­

age outburst of offended pride, thp.)' are not alune. they are but rep-
resehtatives at the whule human iaca. What LIley did, others, 
had they been tllere, would have done. What they did, vou, sin-
ner, had YOll heen there, 'Nould have dOlle,-yolt would have spal 
as con~emptuollsly, stmek as fiercely, laughed os IOlluly, at the 
limiting ot toe Lord llf Glory, as any there present. This very thing 
YOll have alrearly done, and are doing, in Yl'ur rebell:on o:tgainst 
God. True in yOllt C'lse it has not come to the same vlsil.lilitYi 
your malignity, your sin and hatred, and fierce enmily have nut 
been thUi brought forth in palpable fnrm unu llIallilestation; yet 
not the less does it exist, lillti JjU~ the less has it beell praclised ; not 
the :ess have yun Illo~·ked GUd, struck at (';'ud, inslilteu, dared Hlln, 
and as fur as In yon lay, done that tu Gud these men did. Ah! vut 
yon cannot see that. 

BUL come sinner! and CO'11e too, 0 uphever! ancl here, nt the 
foor. of the crus~ ot Christ, bphold the malignity, and batreu uf the 
human heart,-Its h:ltrerl of Gull,-Its deep dnd fit~rce entllltj tu. 
wards I-Iim,-"fur the carnal mind is ellmily' against GuLl,"-its 
savage enmity, persecuting the Lord of Glory even to the very 
gates of death,with slitiering,tulint and mockery unparalleled! YUll 

see this hatred here, at the fvot of the cross, you \;ee i: coming 
torth intu visible l>hape, taking furm alJd snust.ance. 

lint now some will pleu·j these muc6:ers und lllurderers of the 
Lord did not kr.ow it was God they were thus mocklllg. Nor, did 
yon hel;ever, (;now that you were mocking and ilJsnJting alld 
smiting with your fist at . .God. And alas! that It should lIe so, 
that such excellence appeared on earth-s~lCh a glorious Beill,r as 
Gud manifest in the flesh, and yet mell itnt'w him Ilot. And ~\iill 
it avail to say they knew [lim nut 1 'l'his lS adding crrme to 
crime; "that light '.:arne into the wurld, and that the world shuuld 
not know it·'- And you kllow not,you say, that it was Gud VOll 
were smiting at, ~hat you h~ted. that you were wroth against. A h ! 
but that will avaIl you nothing. It only adds to yuur s;n. 

And you too, in your rtloelliull, were in the same oflellce. Yon 
too were in the Sllme condemn·otiul1. 'I'rne indeed, Christ canllot 
be COllllf.g III human form to every sinner, to oring out ir to vlsiGle 
furm al1Ll shape the maligll!ty at each sinner ill particular. It 'Was 
enough that He has showl] it to exist in the hurnall heart· not ill 
some solitary breast, not in the breastlS of an isohtted and l1~kl1own 
peoll,le, but ill. the breasts of thl:l most favoureclof uations. He has 
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shown it to exist in the breasts of the wise and the prudent j in the 
brave officers of the Roman Army; in the self-righteous Pharisee 
and in the sceptical Sadducee. It exists deep down in every 
human htJart, and will needs, must needs, show itself. xes, 
you, baliever, were in the samo condemnation, In the same 
malignity. And did God but so offend your pride, but so bring 
down your imagll1ary dl!~nity. your rage a!so would be great, VOUt 
wrath would be implacable: though it is only here at the f(lot of 
the Cross of Ghwst that such rage can, on this earth. come into full 
and visi ble and palp'lble form and fashion. 

OIl! but the sinner thinks better of himself than that. He would 
not smite at God surely j he would not 'ipit at God surely. Alas! 
Alas! that the deceit and power of sin should make yuu think 80 ; 

for already, to tho extent of your opportunity yon have done so. 
The pride IS there, und were your wrath Jut ~illdled, then wOllld 
the evil of evils manifest itself ill you as in them. 

Thu~, with these mockers of God, and murderers ofthe Juet One 
would I place YOIl, 0 believers, that YOIl may see yourselves, what 
you wMe, and wiMt YOll have been pruved to be. I place YOIl, on 
this Communion, SablJath at the loot of this Cross, and I desire you 
to consider yourselves not as f>pectator'>, Lut I1S acturs, 3S particira­
tor~ IU Ihese scenes j JS yourselves, 'haters, anJ mockers of God, 
as those who were filled, WIth al~ posslLle malignity against him. 
Thus yon can see YOllrselves. Thlll:! you can see the deep depths 
ofsin,-a little uf its intense malignity. 

Bilt why did God permit all this 1 Why has He permitted It ~ 
Why does He -still jlermit it 1 Why was it that, when they seized 
Him in the garden and made HIm tbeH pnsoner, He did not com­
mand tile myriads of angels that sllrrounued Him, to come forth 
anu seize in His behalf all His enemies, ana drive them into outer 
darkness I \Vhy wa~ it, that when they sr,at upon Him, every 
drop of moistnre in their bodies was not changed iuto liquid file 1 
Why. when they mocked l-lim and scoffed at Him, were they not 
struck With drivellillg iLliucy 1 Why did ,He pelmit all this ~ Oh! 
my fnemis, my fellow-believers ill Chri.,t Jesus our blessed 
Lord alld Suviour, see here, III the Cros~, the wondrous wisdom, 
the wondrous cO:ldescension, nnd wondrous love of God. How 
shall I sneak of it.? Of what shall I speak first, and of what last. 

Behold His v;isdom. Here He would bring forth to vlsiLility be­
fore heaven and earth and heil, the deep malignity of sin against 
Himsell-as buldly, fiercely, wrathfully Dg'lins~ HIm and Him 
only. 

And here too, ill the very face and front of this the muligmty of 
sin, here, where sin had expended itself in its climax, here, where 
it showed itself in its culmlllating puint; here, tIe shows His love; 
His deep love; HIS Jove pussing wondrous; in length and breadth 
Rn') height anJ depth, love which Ilone can menSI;re. 

Here at the foot (If the Cross of Cluist, behuld smner, behold 0 
believer! the deep malignitY' 01 sin, awl see too the ireat and 



wondrous wisdom, and love of our God Dnd Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Both lire seen, lind hoth, only here, reach their climax. 

Yes, Clme near, and see ag"in amI again the wondrolls love 
of God. "Father, he lIays, forgIve them, for they know Dot 
what they tlc>." His very prayer is for them who thus mock 
Him with thel1 Illttpr jests. But how cun this be 1 How 
call they possihly uc furgiven 1 ""ill not all the Holy Ont's of 
heaven he in arl118 against them 1 And thou.l1;h they should be for­
given by Gud, can th()se holy bein~s (urglve the insulters of their 
Lord and God 1 And here a~am I say believer, uehold t!-le won­
drum. wisdum and luve of Gud. Draw near and look at this, look 
]on~ and earnestly. It was thllS, in the fies,", and on the Cross. that 
He drew forth the full mah-tnity of the human heart agallJst Hirn· 
lIelf. And when He had brought it forth to fuJI manifestation; 
when 11 had come tu viSibility, when it had reMhed its culminating 
point against Himsell, He did nut then come down from the cross 
amd appear in His glory, Rnd in His vengeance. Hedid not appear 
jn flames of fire in judgment. No. He was then ready to die, to 
die as an atonement fur thiS nrv malignity of sin, to diejor IIu 
people's sin. Sin had reached its climax. His love had reached a 
higher climax. AmI He crieu "It is finished," aod gave up the 
Ghost. Never helore liT since did Sill appear so exceeding sinful 
as arul1Dd the cross. The very coming of Christ caused "Ihe 
offence to 'abound." "Bllt where !Sin abounded grace did much 
more abound, that as sin hath reigned unt0 dtlath, even so mit!ht 
grace reign, I.hrough rightt"ollsne!5s, unto eternal life by Jesus 
Cbrhlt ollr ~.:lrd." :for Lhis let glory 00 to God. Amen. 




