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REPORT, §e.
TSRO

‘\[iL Committee, in flating to the Syeod
T the refult of their invefligations, beg leave
to make a few preliminary remarks, which, in
confidering the fut:jzét of their commiffion, oc-
curred to themfelves, and dire&ed their atten-
tion to feveral points contained in the following
ftatement.

The prefent times are diftinguithed by the ener-
getic exerticns of good men in almoft every part
of the world, to diffeminate the knowledge and
ipfluence of pure and undcfiled religion. In
the fuccefs of thefe labours of love, the church
alfo contemplates additional procfs of divine faith-
fuinefs; and the approach of thofe days, when
all ends of the earth fhall rcmember and turn

unto
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unto the Lord, and all kindreds of the n2tions
fhall bow before him. The Sun of Righteoufnels
has arifen upon the dark places of the earth ;and
many, guided by his illuminating rays, are al-
ready coming from the eaft, and from the wefi,
and from the north, and from the fouth, and are
fitting down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Ja-
cob, in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Amidft this enlargement of the border of Zi-
on, the Prefbyterian Church of Nova-Scotia ap-
pears as an obje& of no ordinary intereft. Com-
mwencing. not many years ago, in the feeble at-
temipts <t a few individuals to provide the Gof-
pel for themfelves and their families, it bas, by
the divine blefling, acquired a confiftency and
extent, which promife niuch good to the wilder-
nefs and folitary place. Nor ovght it to be aver-
locked, that the whole Church is yet the fruit of
miflionary labour. Though at prefent confifting
of feveral Prefbyteries, it ftill bears the character
of a Miflionary Church. It contains many who
have been rcdeemed unto God, but none, trained
in its bofom to the work of the miniftry,

The union of its parts, which has been lately
formed, deferves, alfo, to be noted as an unufual
event, Religious parties have rarely coalefced
without fome dereliction of truth or duty ; but
an adherence to both is the bafis upon which this
Synod was founded. Every member of it pro-

ceeded
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ceeded upon what appeared to himfelf to be
{criptural principles, and acquiefced in the mea-
fure, as well calculated to promote the purity, and
enlarge the bounds, of the Church. Thefe were
the points upon which all had fixed their atten-
tion. Though a union of perfons appeared to
be highly defirable ; a general concentration of
energy upon that work in which all were indi-
vidually labouring, was chiefly regarded ; and
the Committee conceive the inveftigation aflign-
ed them, to be the firft fruits of union rendered
fubfervient to this great end. In obedience to
appointment, therefore, they will proceed to fpe-
cify fome of thofe means which feem to them
calculated to cherith religion in the Church, to
fecure its permanence, and to enlarge its bounds.

1.—MEANS FOR PROMOTING RELIGION IN THE
CHURCH.

FROM the nature of religion, the internal
profperity of a Church muft always be proporti-
oned to the degree of {criptural order obferved
by its members. The divine blefling is the fource
of all fpiritual improvement ; and fubmiflion to
the authority of God is theonly means by which
that can be attained. It is the order of religion,
alio, that every degree of faith and obedience,
introduces a ccrrefponding difpenfation of grace.
Viewing the Church, then, as exprefsly inftitut-
ed for the mutual aflifance of its members and

their
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their conjun& communion with God, every act
of religion contributes to the general advantage.
For ti ¢ fame reafon, individual neglet of means
muft affc@ the gener»l fellowfhip, and injure the
interefts of the whole ; and hence the warning of
fcripture : * Looking diligently left any man fail
of the grace of God, left any root of bitternefs
fpringing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled.”

. From thefe remarks it will appear how impor-
tant it is, that a juft direction be given to the faith
and praflice of the Church; and confequent-
ly, that thofe who teach and thofe who rule, dif-
charge with faithfulnefs the duties afligned them.

In all religious focicties, the condudt and cha-
racter of public teachers, have been experienced
to be of extenfive influence. This arifes from
the nature of their office, and from that confi-
dence which the members of a Church ufually re-
-pofe in the integrity of the perfon to whom they
have intrufted the direction of their fpiritual
affairs.  Viewinyg him as a teacher and a patiern
ot rightevufnefs, they imperceptibly imbibe his
fentiments, imtate his conduél, and even adopt
his language in their adls of devotion.  For thefe
reafon., illufirations of the private deportment

and public labcurs of clergymen, conflitute a
prominert feature of the Chritian revelation.
The feriptures, in revealing the dottrines of re.

Ligion,
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ligion, propofe themfelves alfo as a pattern of
public teaching and minifterial condudt ; and
upon thefe points, they illuftrate precept by ex-
ample. When they explicitly define the cha-
ratter of a preacher of the gofpel, they fhow what
our Lord "himfclf was, and how his apofties
taught and pradtifed. The interefls of the
Church therefore require, that its Minifters, “in
ftucying the fcriprures for improvement, keep
equally in view, an acquaintance with doctrinal
truth and apoflolic example. Thus, they will
be prepared to act as religion prefcribes 5 and
their minifirations, by the divine blefling, will
tend to illuminate and purify the Church.

The Committee do not prefume to fpecify
what courfe of detrine may. in the prefent ftate
of the Church, be inoft protitably taught. This
muft be left to the judgment of teachers, di-
rected by the word of God, ad by jut views of
the particular circumftances of thofz congregati-
ons over which they prefide. Onsly, it mav be
in general obferved, that the grace of the gofpel
cannot be too clearly flated, nor reftitude of
conduct too ftrongly enforced.

With refpe to doétrine, however, the Com-
mittee would remind the Synod, that the pro-
grels of religion in the Church, depends much
upon minifterial improvement. It is a peculi
arity of the Chriftian f{yftem, that it prepares

man
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man for duty and happinefs, by forming his
mind to intelligence. On this account, public
teachers ought to be men of information ; and
thofe who have acquired the moft enlarged views,
muft be beft qualified to promote thefe impor-
tant defigns of religion. For the improvement
of the Church, therefore, divine authority en-
joins that minierial profiting appear; and ex-
perience exemplifies its invigorating icfluence
vpon the minds of Chriftians. Every perfon
who has oblerved human nature, knows tle
power of variety. lhis, every fcribeinftructed
unto the Kingdom of God, thould turn to the
account of religion, and bring from his treafures
things new and old.

From the particular fituation both of tke
Church and its Minifters, much atrention is due
to this fubjet. At prefent, the profperity of
the Church requires an unufual exertion of talent;
yet, for various reafons, it can fcarcely attain'what
is neceflary for the flated and ordinary difcharge
of duty. The difficulties unavoidable in the
planting of a Church, are a powerful obftru@ion
to literary purfuits : they even deprive a clergy-
man of the time requifite for deep refearch into
the fubjects, moft immediately connected with
his public labours. Without adverting to what
cannot be remedied in the prefent flate of the
Church, the Committec would only requeft the

Synod
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Synod to confiler, that many Minifters are de-
riving a part of their fupport from fources un-
connected with their official duties. The Com-
mittee particularly refer to farwing and teaching,
which, though perhaps neeeflary to the exiftence
of fome congregations, muft occupy much time
that might be more profitably employed for the
furtherance of the gofpel. It appears advifcable,
therefore, that the Synod form fome arrange.
ments which may, by degrees, conneft more
clofely the preaching and {upport of the goipel,
and alf{o excite its Minifters to exert their talents
for lirerary and theological improvement.

Upon the firft of thefe puints the Committee
would obferve, that-modes of minifterial fubfift-
ence, unconnefted with the difpenfation of di-
vine ordinances, do not in general correct the
evil which they are defigned to remedy. They
tend to abftraé the atteation of Chriftians from
the difcharge of a duty, which appears to be
requifite in order to the progrefs of religion. If
a Church does not feel an intereft in the fupport
of its ordinances, its members will alfo want that
energy of exertion,upon which its enlargement
and permanence depend : and it has been ufually
experienced that the Clergyman who has other
refources than the liberality of the Church, will
on that very account receive lefs {fympathy and
attention,

With



8

With refpeét to literary and theological im-
provement, the Committee would recommend
that difcourfes for the pulpit be prepared with
care. To preach truth is important ; but the
workman who would not be athamed, muft do
it feafonably and well. A careful obfervation of
the particular circumflances of the Church, cor-
reéinefs of thought and expreflion, and a becom-
ing mode of addrefs, are all ufeful means for fix-
ing the attention of men upon the truths of re.
Jigion. Even the laft of thefe, as a profitable
recommendation of truth, cught to be cultivated
with care. Oratory has ever been a powerful
engine in fociety ; and, furely, the gofpel is en-
titled to all its energies. Blue and purple and
fcarlet, were formerly confecrated to the fervice
of God ; and noorpament of which religion is
fufceptible, fhould yet be withheld. Accuracy
of fentiment and language, and a dignity of
enunciation according with the fublimity of
feriptural truth, confiitute a part of that {impli-
city and godly fincerity which the Minifters of
Chrift are enjoined to obferve. The Clergyman,
therctore, who details his crude conceptions, or
ufes an uncouthnels of language or manner, ob-
fcures the {plendour o{‘truth, and gives to reli-
gion an unfeemly and forbidding appearance.
For promoting improvement in thefe points, the
Committee would recommend the revival of an

oblolete
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obfolcte praltice, from which the Prefbyterian
Church in other countries has derived much
advantage : thatis, that the meetings of Prefby-
teries be as frequent as poflible ; and be defigned
for minifterial improvement, as well as for the
diredtion of the affairs of the Church : and, that
each Clergyman in rotation, for the exercifz of
his talents, recsive a fubjedt for difcuflion, which
he thall deliver at next ordinary meeting, fub-

Je& to the critical remarks of his brethren.
The Committee would farther remind the Sy-
nod of the relation which the difcipline of a
Church bears to its progrefs in religion.  Difci-
pline is evidently a leading feature of the Chriftian
fyftem ; and where it has been regulated by
fcriptural principles, experience hag uniformly
proved its exczllence. He who preaches the
truth, is erjoined to take care that it be believed
and praciifed inthe Church., The arrangements
of Chrift for its guvernment. alfo. mark the im-
portance of this part of duty. The Minifter who
labours in word and d.¢t-ine, has helps for go-
vernment allowed hire; aat it will be always
found, that much of the profhurity of a congres
gation, depends upun the zeat and activity of its
feflion. DBelide that purity of veprriiuent. there-
fore, which thefe oughrt to exemphity, their fla~
tion in the Charch requizes them 1o feel an in-.
terelt in the prelervation of its puiity, and to
exercile
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exercife an affe@ionate vigilance over the ccnduét
of its members. For gaining thefe ends, an ex-
ample of minillerial faithfulnefs is, perhaps, the
moft effetual means. The fentiments of the
Clergyman who fhows an affe@ionate concern for
the religious improvement of the members of
the Church, will generally have much weight
with his fefion ; and this influence will confe-
quently affit him to give a juft dire@tion to their
views and condu&., The Committee would
likewife recommend, that, inall mirnifterial vifi-
tation of families, the attendance of every elder
in his own quarter be enjoined, as a neceflary
part of this religious duty. Ian thofe Churches
which we profefs to imitate, this regulation has
been adopted which much profit to religion,
Such an arrangement tends to excite, alike the
vigilance of elders and the circumf{pection of the
members of the Church. 1t alfo enables a Cler-
gyman to know more exadlly the ftate of families
and individuals under his infpetion ; and thus
aflifts him to render his intercourfe with them
fubfervient to their improvement.

The Committee would farther recommend,
that, in all aéts of government and difcipline in
particular congregations, a {triét attentivn to re-
gularity be obferved. 'What is defigned for pre.
ferving good order, fhould never be done in a
diforderly manner. Authority belongs to the

feflion
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feflion conjur&ly ; and is to be exercifed, only
where its members have been regularly convened
and conftituted in the name of the Lord Jefus
Chrift.  Where this order is not oblerved, the
Church lofes an efleatial part of its dignity, and
difcipline much of its influence. The irregular
exercife of difcipline may afford to the mnembers
of a fcflion a temporary convenience ; but ig
will ultimately affect their general refpetability
and influence in the congregation over which
they prefide. It will expofe them individually
to the prejudice and diflike of the members of
the Church, and occafionally devolve upon a
Minifter much blame, from which itis one ex-
prefs ufe ¢f a feflion to relieve him. Befides,
difcipline irregularly exercifed, cannot enjoy the
divine blefling in the fame dcgree. as when
all things are done decently and in order.

With refpect to the admiffion of Members into
the Church, the Committee would advife that
it be conducted in fuch a manner, as may illuf-
trate the nature of a Chriftian profeffion. For
this purpofe, a formula containing a profeflion
of the faith and of the fubmiffion due to the good
order of religion, might be adopted and ufed in
all the congregations under the Synod’s infpecti-
on. This would eftablith uniformity in the
Church. It would alfo give to admiilions an
imprefiive {folemnity ; and, in the fubfequent ex-

ercife
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ercife of difcipline, might be produdlive of ad-
vantage. '

The Committee would farther obferve, that
the admiflion of Members into the Church, re-
quires particular care. Faith and holinefs are
the charadteriltics of the family of Chrift ; and
without clean hands and a pure heart, none
thould be received into his houfe. High de-
grees of purity, it is true, are not to be required ;
for the Church is Chrift’s fchool, and his chil-
dren are difciples. But where perfons without
the marks of difciplethip, are admitted, a tem-
porary quiet is purchafed at the expence of future
trouble. Seflions which, for the fake of peace,
allow the Church to be defiled. will not remain
without reafon to repeut their unfaithfulnefs.
Unworthy members are roots of bitterne(s, which
ufually react upon the religious comfort of its
rulers.

But farther, in infpeéting the condudt of the
Members of the Church, much watchfulnef(s
ought to be excraile!. Togn on to perfedtion
ts the Chriftian charalter ; and to fimulate the
Church to {ultain it honourably, is ene principal
ufc o a fefion. Iris, therefore, the dury of
elders, to exercife an ific.vovice vigilance for
the improvement of thofe ov:r whom they pre-
fide ; and both by rheir £x37pie and influence,
to {timulate them to higher degrees of Chriftian

purity.
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purity. For thefe ends, religion has provided the
neceflary means ; and it is the duty of a Seffion to
take care that thele be properly improved, Inaddi-
tion to the arrangements already introduced into
the church, the committee would fuggeft a few
particulars, which appear to them calculated to
promote the knowledge, fpirit, and good order,
of religion.

It reuft be always important, that the members
of a Church perceive cearly the line of diftiné&i.
on between themfelves and thofe who are not
in its commurion. At prelent, however, in
many congregations under the Syrnod’s infpecti-
on, this is not {o obvious as religion requires.
As yet, toform congregations has been the em-
ployment of Minillers. During the progrefs of
this work, their tupport carnot be derived folely
from the members of the Church ; and befides,
in the management of the temperal affairs of
congregations, all who contribute to their {up-
port, have ufually a fhare. By thefe means it
not unfrequently hanpers, that thofe in the com-
munion of the Church, overlock their particu-
lar relation to their Minifter, and the correfpond-
ing obligations under which religion has placed
them. Inftead of viewing themfelves as a part
of one body, united to their Clergyman by fo-
lemn and endearing ties, they confider themfelves
merely as individuals, paying him {o much

{alary
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falary and receiving certain privileges in return ;
and thus, they are prevented from feeling a due
intereft in the profperity of the Church ; and
their Clergyman, in cafes of difficulty, is left
without that encouragement which they ought
to afford him.

It appears, therefore, to the Committee ad-
vifeable, that every Minilter, befide explaining
occafionally the nature of a Church, fhould, to-
gether with his feflion, from tisme to time meet
with thofe under their infpeciion by themfelves ;
and engage with them in fuch adls of religion, as
may fix their views upon their individual rela.
tion to the Church and its rulers. In the pre-
feot flate of the Church, alfo, to lay before them
at thofe meetings the tranfaétions of the feffion ;
and particularly fuch aéts of difcipline, as would
nnprets upon their minds the importance of purity
of communion, might be attended with profit.
Such mieetings would give them a pradtical view
- of the diftinion between the Church and the
world, Thus, they would allo become better
acquainted with each other as members of the
fame Church, and vultimately, more clofely
united. Befides, by fuch occafional reports from
the feflion, they would gradually acquire that
interelt in the purity of the Church, which every
member fhould feel,

The Committee alfo conceive, that the increafe

of
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of Meetings for Chriftian Fellowthip, would be a
gain to religion. Experience has proved their
excellence ; and, in all pure Churches, they are
duly appreciated and cherithed with care.  When
men fear the Lord, and fpeak often one to anc-
ther ; the divine blefling attends them. Such
friendly and affe@tionate intercourfe, adds to the
energy of Chriftians ; and thus becomes profita-
ble to themfelves and to the general interells of
the Church.

The advancement of religion likewife requires,
that a more marked attention be paid to the
younger part of the Members of the Church.
This Synod maintains that the children of pro-
tefling parents belong tn the Church 5 but, as
yet, the operation of this principle has been al«
moft entirely refiricted to their admifiion by
baptifm. Afierwards they have been viewed, ra-
ther as related to their parents, than as conne@ed
with the houfehold of faith. This, the commit-
tee would remark, obfcures the excellence, and
reftricts the benefiis, of the Chriftian fyftem.
Admiflion into the Church, is particularly with
aview to the benefit of communion. Chriftiani-
ty, alfo, bas its degrees of fellowfhip adapted to
every period of life ; and, perhaps, the neglet
of this benevolent and comprehenfive arrange-
ment with refped to youth, has injured religion
more, than any uther caufe that can be affigned.

Youta
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Youthis the feafon in which the mind is moft flex1,
ble, andin which habits are molt eafily formed.
T hen, alfo, vice is more alluring, and lefs eafily re-
fifted. It 1s, therefore, that period of life which
needs the greateft attention. If youth be neg-
lected, the care of manhood will be both more
difficelt and lefs profitable : o labour in harveft
can compenfate for the want of cultivation in
fpring. The Committee, therefore, would earneft-
ly recommend the adoption of the order of the pri-
mitive Church ; that thofe received into commu-
nion, be divided into full members and cate-
chumens ; and that the latter, at an early perind
of lite, be tzken under the infpection of feflions,
for inflruction and the exercife of difcipline ac-
cording to circummflances.  To give effictency to
this arrangement, fefficns theuld be enjoined to
meet with them 2s ofien as poffitle, for their
improvement 1n fuch paris of religion as are
befitting their years.

‘The Committce would fartker advife, that
Seflions endeavour to Introduce among the
vounger Members of the Church, a tafte for
that rational and religious information which
may be acquired by reading. Many young
perfons, meicly becaufe they bave not been ha-
bituated ts employ their heurs of relaxation in
fuch a woy as might hoth' smufe  and 1oftru@,
are enfnared by temptation, and loft to the

Church.
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Church. In feveral parts of the Church, congrega.
tional libraiies have been already begun; and the
Committee conceive, that, were thefe more gene-
ral, and adapted in part to the capacity of youth,
religion weuld foon expovience their beneficial
confequences.  Were the interefting information
refpecting the progrefs of the gofpel, wiich is
now annually putlithed by many religious focie«
ties, aifo diffufed th-ough the Charch, it would
both afford inflrudion, and contribute to form
the tafte of its members, For this purpofe the
Comm:tee would propofe. that fome members
of Synod from time o time publith an abftraét
of religious intelligence. This meafure they con~
ceive to be vaflly important.  Without enumer-
ating the advantages which other Churches have
derived frem periodical publications, the Com-
mittee would only remark, that, in this country
where there are few books and little inclination
to read, a judicious feledtion of religious intelli-
gence, inter(perfed with juflt views of fcripcural
truth, would not only amufe and infiruét, but
imperceptibly introduce a difpofition favourable
alike to literature and religious improvement.

In recommending this meafure, the Cominit-
tee are naturally led to fuggeft, that a printing
prefs under the control of the Synod, would be
a valuable acquifition.  Particular circumfiances
may cccafionally rcquiri:a them, to give publicity

' : te
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to their views and proceedings. Befides, indivi-
dual Clergymen, by exercifing their literary ta-
lents for the prefs, might improve themiclves,
benefit the public, and do honour to the Church.
But, in this Province at prelent, the ftate of print-
ing prefents a formidable obfiruétion to the at-
tainment of thefe ends.

The Committee would likewife fuggeft to the
Synod, as a ufeful meafure, that they adopt fome
arrangement, by which the exaét ftate of the
Church may be annually afcertained. For this
purpofe, each feflion might be enjoined to deliver
every year to their Prefbytery, a flatement of
fuch particulars refpeéting the congregation un-
der their infpeétion, as might illuitrate the de-
gree of fuccefs attending the difpernfation of di.
vine ordinances. From thefe again, a prefby-
terial abftract might be made and tranfmitted to
the Synod. This would concentrate every cir-
cumftance of importance ; and, by giving a juft
direction to their views, contribute to regulate
their fubfequént meafures. DPerhaps, allo, the
publication of a brief fummary of the whole,
might be an advantage to the Church,

But farther, the Committee conceive that a
regular correfpondence with evangelical Churches
in various parts of the world, would be a ufeful
meafure. This, in the infant ftate of the Church
of Nova-Scotia, would add to its refpc@ability 3

and



19

and were the information given and recei\r"e(.i,‘
occafionally communicated to its members, it
would affitt them to feel an interefl in the prof-
perity of its.affairs. Befides, it may be obferved
that fuch a correfpondence, without aﬁc&ing the
principles of the Church, would tend to diffule
among its members, that enlargement of views
and.catholic fpirit which ought always to cha-
radterize the houfe of the living God.

1L.—MEANS FOR SECURING THE PERMANENCE
' OF THE CHURCH,

The Synod are already aware, that, when a
Church is founded, to provide for its perma-
nence is both a neceflary and important meafure,
It invelvesin it the interefls of the prefent and
fucceeding ages; and the Committee apprehend,
that, from the prefent ftate of the Church of
Nova-Scotia, itis entitled to immediate and fe-
rious confideration. This Synod is yet a mifli-
onary Church, and may be faid to have neither
plan nor arrangement by which its wants can be
in future fupplied. Already, the Church has
many demands unan{wered ; and were any bro-
ther removed from his labours, this would: at
the fame time increafe the wants, and "diminifh
the efficiency, of the Church. It appears, there-
fore, to the Committee, that every member of
this Synod is indifpenfably obligated to exert

’ himfelf,
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hizafelf, that the ordinances cf religion may be
traafmitied to fucceeding ages. :

For the purpofe of immediate fupply, it is
rec-{lary to culiivate the friencthip and folicit
the aflifance of thofe Cherches in Britain, which
have hitl:erto chetifhed the gofpel in this coun.
try.  To thefe, the gratitude of the Charch of
Nova-Sootda is juftly "due. They have done
much to plart and water it ; and they fill pre-
{ent every encouragement to expect their una.
bated frizi.Zthip. The Cemmittee, however,
would ie vind the Synod, that this mede of fup-
plying the Church, will be attcuded with confi-
derabie expence.  T'his, as far as it is pradica-
ble, thould be borne by thofe who are receiving
the benefit. At prefent, the ability of the
Lhurch of Nova-Scotia is fmall, and it has
much to do; yet the Synody, by an exertion
-proportiorfd to their refources, ought to mani~
feft, that, if they poflefled the power, they do
not want the inclination.

Tke Committee, however, in fJggeﬁ,ng the
propriery of looking in the mean time to the
Britith Churches for Preachers of the Gofpcl
~would requeft the Synod to confider, that all
‘fupph;s trem that quarter muft be temporary
and precarious. By and by, alfo, thefe may be
required to a.greater extent, than thofe Churches
may be able to afford, Befides, fuch 2 mode of

providing
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providing for the wants of the Church, his many
‘difadvantages. Without entering into a deiail
of thefe, it may be only obferved, that a Church
which has no.refources for a fucceflion of Cler-
gymen, can neither be extenfive nor permanent.
The Committee would, theretore, earneftly re-
commend to the svnod, th: eft:blithment of a
feminary of education from which Preachers of
the Gofpel may be procured ; and, in ths event
of attaining this valuable acquifition, it might be
alfo advifeable, to affurd to ‘young men of piety
and talents, every poflible enccuragrment to de-
dicate themfelves 10 the work of the miniftry.

J11—MEANS FOR THE ENLALGEMENT OF TilE
CHULCH, .

With refpe& to the enlargement of the Church,
the Comumittee would remark that much de-
pends upon the Church itfelf. Ey the divine
blefling, its enlargement will nec- {Iurily arife cat
of the ufefulnefs of its minifters and its general
refpectability. It cannot, therefore, be too
ftrongly imprefled upon the mind of all in its
communion, that their deportment ovght to be
a recommendation of their religious principles.
Tt is from an obfervation ot faéls, that the quali.
ty of any denomination of Chriftians, is ufually
eflimated. Praical godlinefs, then, is the beft
fFecommendation of doctrinal truth, and an ap-
’ pointed
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pointed means for the ecnlargement of thé
Church. When its members approve themfelves
to be good men; attentive to the ordinances of
God ; and diligent to acquit themfelves in their
foctal relations ; they adorn religion : and
others, feeing their good works, glorify God in
the day of vifitation. As the congregations un-
der the Synod’s infpedion, thercfore, can be
noted for their attachment to religion, fubmiffion
to good order, and public {pirit to promote the
ends of fociety, they will contribute to the ¢n-
largement of the Prefbyterian Church.

In prefent circumfiances it is alfo neceflary,
that every Miailler confider his relation to the
Church at large, and his confequent duty to ex-
ert himfelf for the profperity of the whole. The
interefls of a young and growing Church, re-
quire much general co-operation and labour.” On
this account, to the Prefbyterian Church of Nova-
Scotia, enlarged views of the minifterial office
are at prefent particulatly important. Where
fo much good may be done, every Clergyman
fhould exemplify an enterprifing fpirit to extend
his ufefulncefs, by taking his full thare of thofe
general labours, which may be judged requifice
for the diflemination of religious knowledge.

The Committee have made thefe remirks
partly, becaufe mifltonary excurfions appear to
bea principal means for the enlargement of the

Church ;
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Church ; and thefe they would recommend to be
as frequent and extenfive as poflible. They
would alfo obferve, that the fuccefs of fuch mis-
fions muft confiderably depend upon the way in
which they are condu@ted. When our Lord
miflioned his difciples, he feat two and two to-
gether ; and perhaps the Synod, particularly in
fending the Gofpel to places not previoully vifit-
ed, might find it advantageous to adopt the fame
plan. The Committee would lLkewife advife,
that no remuaeraticn be taken by thofe who are
fent. If any fettlement with to thow their fenfe
of the obligation, it would be more confiftent
with the dignity of the Church, that they be
directed to tranfmit their offering to the funds
of the Synod; from which, the reafonable ex-
pence of miffions ought to be defrayed.

The Committee would farther fuggeft, that,
in all miflionary excurfions, it would be advifable
to intreduce into defltitute places, not only the
Gofpel, but the order of the Church. In order
to the progrefs of religion, both are requifite ; and
the Committee conceive that were this plan
adopted, congregations might be gradually form-
ed in many places, where the preaching of the
Gofpel alone, would not tend to the enlargement
of the Church. The prudent husbandman
fences, as well as fows, his field ; and the childrea
of this world, ought not to be wifer than the
children of light. ‘Such
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Such arethe principal means, which appear tg
the Committee neceflary for promoting the pros-
perity of the Church. Several of the meafares
recommended, will {ubj-¢t the Synod to much
l:bour and expence : but the caufe ceferves botk ;
and peither Minifters nor other Members of the
Chlurch, fhould fhrink from the exertion. Ia
thic lahour of love, it belougs to the former o
fet the example ; and the Comimnittee exprefs
therufelves with confidence, in adding. that the
latrer will tread in their fteps, and perform their
full fhare.  In ali religious focieties there will be
irdividuals, who, for the fake of favieg a few
perce, will mufter 2 hoft of objections againft
every work of benevolence.  But the Committee
perfuade themlelves, thav, in the Preflbyterian
Church of Nova-Scotia, neither the number nor
influence ot fuch, is exteniive., The mnealures
which they kave recomnmended, involve in them
the very exifience of the Church ; and, on lefs
important occaltons, the public fpirit of many of
its Members, has been amply proved.

From the experience of other Churches the
Synod will afcertain, what plans they have found
molt effeétual for calling forth and concentrating
the Iiberality of Chriftlans, The operative in-
fluence of religion is every where the fame;
and fimilar meafures, adopted in this Church,
will produce the like fruits. In the prefent

cafe,'
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cafe, the Committee would advife the Synod, ta
lay before the {everal congregations under- their
infpeition, a plain flatement of their plans for
promoting the interefts of religion. Thefe, ac-
cording to their importance, will receive the ap-
probation of every reafonable and religious man.
The publication of fuch a flatement, will alfo
fecure their concurrence in every good work ;
and, at the fame time, counterac the influence
of mifreprefentation.

With refpett to refources, the Synod already
poflels every reafonable encouragement. Many
congregations within the bounds of the Church,
have, with alacrity, conunected themfelves with
the Britith and Foreign Bible Scclety ; and it is
not to be fuppofed that thefe, feeling for the
uninftruéted in diftant lands, will refift an appli-
cation, which aims at providing the ordinances
of religion for the very place where they have ac-
guired a property, and where they expeét their
children to remain. This fubject, the Com-
mittee can ftate, has already engaged the atten-
tion of many Members of the Church; and
feveral very generous legacies have been be-
queathed, for promoting fome of thofe plans which
are now propofed to the Synod.

At prefent, the Commitree would only beg
Jeave farther to remind the Synod, that it is not
ghe ordinary bulfinefs of she Church which now

requires
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requires their attention. This Synod is placed
in circumflances which call for unufual arrange-
ments ; arrangements, that equally require en-
lightened views and perfevering exertions. The
meafures, which they adopt, will involve in them
the honcur and {uccefs of the Gofpel in this part
of the world : they will affz&t the prefent, and
may extend their influence to fucceeding ages.
To the cunduct of this Synod, then, there muft
be attached a folemn and awful refponfibility ;
and, therefore, the committee fervently pray,
thatevery member may abundantly receive the
fpirit of illumination from above, and exemplify
that wifdom which is full of mercy and good
fruirs,
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ABSTRACT

OF THE

Resolutions and Arrarngements of
Synod upon the preceding
Report.

1. Minifters were directed to fuggeft to their
people, the propriety of appointing, in each
congregation, fit perfons for the management
of its temporal affairs : alfo, to report pro-
grels at next meeting of Synod.

2. It was recommended to Minifters, that in the
minifterial vifitation of families, they be at.
tended by an elder,

3. It was ordered that Prefbyteries meet as often
as poffible : ard, that, at each meeting, a
difcourfe upon fome topic previoufly afiigned,

be
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be delivered by one of the members ; which
difcourfe fhall be afierwards criticifed by the
brethren in private.

4. Each Prefbytery was enjoined to prepare for
the confideration of the Synod at their pext
meeting, a formula of queftions, to be put to

perfons at their admiffion into the commurion
of the Church.

5. It was recommerded to Sefions, that they
occafionally meet with the members of the
Cburch, apart from thofe who may ufually
worfhip with them, for appropriate focial and
religivus exercifes. -

§. Tt was appointed, as a part of eftablithed or-
der in all congregations under the Synod’s
infpeéiion, that, when the children of church
members are about fourteen years of age, they
fhall be taken under the direction of the Sef-

fion, for inftru@ien and the exercife of didci-
pline.

¥

. Minifters swere erjoined to recommend te
their pecple, the forruation of fellowthip meet-
ings for improvement in knowledge and
practical religion.

8 It was recommended that congregational li-
~ ‘braries
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brailes be formed in every part of the
Church : and, that in the felection of books,
regard be had to the improvement of youth.

9. Minifiers were enjoined to open fubfcriptions
in their refpective congregations, for the pur-
pole of purchafing a printing prefs, to be
placed under the direction of the Synod.

10. The Rev. Duncan Ross, THomas M‘CuL-
LocH, and Jamres RoBsow, were appointed a
ftanding Committee of Correfpondeuce with
other Churches, and enjoined to report their
proceedings at next meeting of Synod.

11. The confideration of the propcfal of a pe.
riodical publication, for circulating religious
intelligénce and diffufing religicus knowledge,
was deferred till a printing prels be procured.

12. Seflions wsre enjoined to report annually to
their refpedtive Prefbyteries, the number of
members, and the ftate of religion, in the
congregatior:s under their iufpeétion ;3 and
Prefbyteries, 1o tranfmit to the Synod an
annual abftract of thefe reports,

13. It was recommended to all congregations
under the Synod’s infpection, to fhow their
attachment to religion and literature, by en.

couraging
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couraging the propofed feminary of education
in Pi¢tou.

14. It was agreed, that no member of Synod
fhall receive any remuneration from thofe
among whom he may be occafionally miilion-
ed to labour : and, that, if thofe perfons who
are vifited, defire to fhow their attachment to
the gofpel, by contributing to the fupport of
its ordinances, they be direéted to tranfmit
their offering to the funds of the Synod ;
from which the reafonable expence of miffi-
cns fhall be in future defrayed.

15. Minifters who may be miflioned to deflitute
places, were erjoined to introduce, as far as it
may be praiicable, the order of the Church.



APPENDIX,

FORMULA OF QUESTIONS TO BE PUT, BY Ok-
DER OF THE SYNOD, TO ALL WHO ARE
ORDAINED TO THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY
MIXISTRY.

1. Do you believe that the Scriptures of the
Old and New Teftaments are the word of God,
and the only rule of faith and prattice ?

2. Do you believe that the whole do@rine
contained in the Weftminfter Confeflion of Faith
and Catechilms, as received by this Church, (1)

is

(1) This Church receives the whole doctrine contained
in the Westminster Cenfession of Faith and Catechisms, ex-
cept that part of it which respects the Magistrate’s power in
matters of religion. They give no decision as to the doc-
trine taught in these words,CConf. Ch. XXI1II. Sect. 111
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is a fcriptural exhibition of divine truth; and
do you engage, according to your flation, to
profefs and maintain it in the Church ?

3. Do you believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift
is the only King and Head of the Church, and
tliat he has revealed, in Scripture, thofe princi-
ples according to which it is to be ruled ?

4. Do you believe that the Prefbyterial form
of government, as maintained in this Church, (2)
is

“ Yet he hath authority, and it is his duty, to take order,
¢« that unity and peace be preserved in the Church, that the
trath of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies
and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in
worship and diseipline prevented or reformed, and all the
“ ordinances of God duly setiled, administered, and observ-
« ed ; for the better effecting whereof, he hath power to call
“ Synods, to be present at them.””  Aud they deay 1he doce
trine taught in these words, Tbidem : « Aud to provide that
“ whatsoever istransacted in them be according to the
« mind of God.” And they hold that Charch Rulers have
authorily, ex efficio, to meet for government and discipline,
wheusoever the circumstances of the Church require it, any
thing in Conf, Ch. XXXI. Sect. 11. uotwithstanding.

* ¥ It is no new thing for Presbyterian Churches, to re-
ceive the doglrines of the Westmiuster Assembly of Divines,
with ceitain explanations and restrictions. Fide, Act of the
Gcneral Assembly of the Clurch of Seotland, approving the
Confession of Faith, usually prefized to the Confession.

I3

2

<

-

(2.) This Church holds that the substance of Presby-
lerial government coasists, in the equality of Church Rulers,
"and subordination of Church Courts,
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is agreeable to the word of God ; and do you
promife to maintain it do@rinally, and pradti-
cally to adhere to its dilcipline, both as a'mem-
ber of the Church, and as a ‘minifter of Chrift ?

5. Do you engage to maintain the fpiritual
unity of the Church, in its doétrine and govern-
ment, worthip and difcipline ; and do you fo-
lemnly pledge yourfelf, in the prefence of the
Lord Jefus Chrift 2nd his Church, never ta
progagate any contradictory principle, nor intro.
duceany contrary practice, among thofe entruft-
ed to your charge, nor in ary other public way,
till you have regularly acquainted your brethren
in the miniftry with the alteration of your
views, and till thefe views have been difcuffed,
and the general fentiments of the Church afcer.
Tained ?

6. Is love to God, and to the fouls of men,

your principal inducement to enter into the
office- of the holy Miniftry ?

7. Can you with a fafe confcience declare, that
you have ufed no improper means to procure a
call to the miniftry in this congregation ?

8. Do vou accept the call to the pafioral of.
fice over this people ; and do you folemnly eit-
gage
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gageto eondud yourfelf as a faichful Minifter
of the Gofpel among them, and alfo, wherever
Providence affords yon an opportunity ; keep-
ing carefully in view, that this congregation,
and the Church at large, be by your labours af-
fifted, in the attainment of higher degrees of
Chriftian improvement ?

9. Doyou promife to exemplify the excel-
Ience of Chriftian doé@rine by the confcientious
performance of the duties of a holy life, cor-
1elponding with your flation in the Church,
and your relaticns to fociety ?

10. Do you declare that you are cordially at-
tached to the civil authorities by which this Pro-
vince is ruled ; and do you promifs, according
to your flation, to give thofe proofs of loyalty
which divine authority enjoins upon fubjeés to-
wards their rulers ?

11. Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf, in the
Lord, to the authority of this Predbytery, in
fubordination to fuperior Courts ?

And all thefe you profefs to believe, and pro-
niile, through grace, to perform, as you muft
anfwer to the Lord Jefus Chrift, when he comes
with all kis Saints ?
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