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REP 0 R T, Sse. 

T HE Committee, in fiating to the SYDod 
the refult of their invefiigatiom, beg leave 

to make a few prelimjr.ary remarks1 which, in 
confidering the fubj~a of their commiffion, oc­
curred to themfdves, and direud th~ir atten­
tion to feveral points contained in the following 
fiatemept. 

The prefent times are difiinguHhed hy the ener­
getic e~erti(:n5 of good n:en in <lImon eTery part 
of the world, to diif:.:mio1.te the knowledge and 
ipfluence of pure and undefiled religion. In 
the {uccefs of there labours (If love, the church 
alfo contemplates additional pr(l(,fs of divine faith­
fulnefs; and the approach of thofe da.ys, when 
all e:pdi of the eaJ:tQ £hall remember and turn 
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unto the Lord, And all kindl'eds of the mtions 
{hail bow before 'him, The Sun of Righteoufnefs 
has arifen upon the dark places of the earth; and 
many, guided by his illuminating rays, are al­
ready coming from the eaa, and from the weft, 
and from the north, and from the fouth, and are 
fitting down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Ja­
cob, in the Kingdom of Heaven . 

.A midfi this enlargement of the border of Zi­
on, the Prdbyterian Church of Nova-ScDtia ap­
pears as an objeCt of no ordinary interefl:. Com­
n,encirig. not many years ago, in the feeble at­
(('flipts . t a few individuals to provide the Gof­
pel for therr;felves and their families, it has, by 
the divine bleffing. acquired a confiflency and 
exrent, which promife niuch good to the wilder­
nefs and folituy place. Nor ought it to be over-' 
locked, that the whole Church is yet the fruit of 
miffionary labour. Though at prefent confifiing 
ot feVeT:l1 Prdbyreries, ic frill bears the character 
of a Miiuonary Church. It contains many who 
have been rdeemed unto God, but none. trained 
in its bofom to the work of the mioifiry. 

The union of its parts, which has been lately 
formed, de[en'es, a1[0, to be noted as an unufual 
event. Reiigious parties have rarely coalefced 
wirhout forne derelidion of truth or duty; but 
an adherence to both is the batis uFon which this 
SynOd was founded. Every member of it pro-
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reeded upon what appeared to himfelf to be 
fcriptural principles, and acquiefced in the mea. 
(ure, as well calculated to promote the purity, and 
enlarge the bounds, of the Church. The!e were 
the points upon which all had fixed their atten­
tion. Though a union of perfons appeared to 
be highly defirable; a general concentration of 
.energy upon that w(lrk in which all were indi­
vidually labouring, was chiefly regarded; and 
the Committee conceive the invefiigation affign­
ed them, to he the firO: fruits of union rendered 
fubfervient to this great end. In obedience to 
appointment, therefore, they will proceed to fpe­
dfy fome of thofe means which feern to them 
calculated to cnerilli religion in the Church, to 
fecure its permanence, and to enlarge its bounds. 

I.-MEANS FOR PROMOTING RELlGION IN THE 
CHURCH. 

FROM the nature of religion, the internal 
profperityof a Church muft always be proporti­
oned to the degree of fcriptural order obfcrved 
fly its members. The divine bleffing is the fource 
of all fpiritual improvemtnt ; and fubmiffion to 
the authority of God is the only means by which 
th:lt can be attained. It is the order of religion, 
.lio, that every degree of faith and obedience, 
introduces a ccrrefponding difpenfation of grace. 
Viewing the Church, then, as exprefsly inftitut· 
ed for the mutual affi/lance of itii members and 

their 
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their conjunCl: communion with God, every au 
of re!igif.m contributes to the general advantage. 
For ti e fame rea{on, individual neglect of means 
mun affect the genenl fellowfhip, and injure the 
jntere-fis of the whole; aDd hence the warning of 
fcripture : "Looking diligently lell Ilny man fail 
of the grace of God, lell any root of bitternefs 
fptinging up trouole you, and thereby many be 
defiled." 

From there remarks it will appear how impor­
tant it is, that a juH direCtion be given to the faith 
and praClice of the Church; and confequent­
ly, that thofe who teach and thofe who rule, die­
charge with faithfulnefs the duties afligned them . 

.In all religious foc:cries, the conduc1 and (,h3-

raCter of public teachers, have been experienced 
to be of extenuve influence. This arifes from 
the nature of their oHice, and from that confi­
dence which the members of a Church ufually re-

o pofe in th.': integrity c,f the pe.rfon to whom they 
have intruih:d the direction of their fpiritual 
affairs. Viewing him as a teacher and a pattern 
of righteoufnefs, tbe.y imperceptibly imbibe his 
fcntiments, imitate his condutl:, and even adopt 
hIS language in their acrs of devotion. For thefe 
reaf,1[l" illufirations ot the private deportment 
and public labours of clergy,men, confiitute a 
prominent feature of the Chrifrian revelation. 
The fcripture~, in reH~ling the doctrines of re-

ligion, 
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ligion, propofe t bemfelves alfo as a pattern of 
public teaching and minifierial condue{ ; and 
upon thefe points, they iIlullrate precept by ex­
ample. When they explicitly define the cha­
racJer of a preacher of tbe gofpel, they Chow wh:lt 
our Lord" himfdf WlS, and how his apofile~ 

taught and prac1ifed. The interefis of the 
Church therefore require, that its Minifiers, ·in 
f!:uc!ying tbe fcrip~ures for improvement, keep 
equally in view, an acquaintance with doCtrinal 
truth and apoaoEc example. Thus, they will 
be prepared to a.~' as religion prefcribes; and 
their minifirations, by the divine blelling, will 
tend to illuminate and purify the Church. 

The Committee do niJ~ prcfume to fp~cify 
wh.lt courfe of doctrine may. ;n the prdent fiate 
of the Church, be mofi profitably taught. This 
mufi be left to the judgment ()f teachers, di­
reae~ by the word d God, <1. A by jutl Vi~W5 of 
the particular circumfiances of th()f~ congreg:Hi­
ons over which they prefide. Only, it m~lV be 
in general obferved, that the grace of the gofpel 
cannot be too clearly Lhted, nor rectitude of 
conduct too firongly enforced. 

With refpecr to doctrine. however, the Com­
mittee would remind the Svnod, that the pro­
grels of religion in the Church, depends much 
upon rniniHe!'ial improvement. It is a p~culi­

achy of the Chrifiian fyitem, that it prepJ.res 
man 
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man for duty and happineCs, by forming his 
mind to intelligence. On this account, public 
teachers ought to be rr.en of information; and 
thofe who have acquired the moft enlarged views, 
mutt be beft qualified to promote thefe impor­
tant deu5fls of religion. For the improvement 
o.f the Church, therefore, divine authority en­
joins that minifterial profiting appear; and ex­
perience exemplifies its invigorating idluence 
upon the minds of Chrifiians. Every perfon 
who has obferved human nature, knows tile 
power of variety. 1 his, every fcribe infiructed 
unto the Kingdom of God, fhould turn to the 
account of religion, and bring from his treafures 
things new and old. 

From the particular fituation both of the 
Church and its Minifiers. much atrention is due 
to this fubject M prefent, the profperity of 
the Church requires an unufual exertion vf talent; 
yet, for various reafans, it can fcarcely attain ·what 
is neceffary for tIle fiated and ordinary difcharge 
of duty. 1 he difficulcies unavoidable in the 
planting of a Church, are a powerful obfiruBion 
to literary purfuits : they even deprive a clergy­
man of the time requifite for deep refearch into 
the {ubjects, mofi immediately conneCted with 
hi;; public labours. Without adverting to what 
cannot be remedied in the pre[ent £late of the 
Church, the Committee would only requell: the 

Synod 
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Synod to confiJer, thlt many Minifiers are de­
riving a part of their fupport tram fuurces un­
::onnecred with their official duties. The Com­
mittee particularly refer to farming and te!lching, 
which, though perhaps neeeffary to the ~:xifience 
of forne congregations, mufi or::cupy much time 
that might be more profitably employed for the 
furtherance of the gofpel. It appears :1,dvifelble, 
therefore, that the Synod form fome arrange. 
ments which may, by degrees, cannea: more 
clofely the pr~aching and fuppart of the gofpel, 
and alfo excite its Minifiers to exert their talents 
for lit·erary and theological improvement. 

Upon the firft of thefe points the Committee 
would obferve, that.modes of minifterhl fubfift­
ence, unconneaed with the difpen[ation of cli­
'vine ordinances, do not in general correct th~ 
evil which they are defigned to remed}'. They! 
tend to abftraa the attention of Chriftians from 
tbe difcharge of .1 du ty, which appears to be 
requifite ill order to the progrefs of religion. If 
a Church does not feel an interefl: in the fuP?ort 
of its ordinances, its memberi will alfo want that 
energy of exertion, upon which its enlargement 
and permanence depend: and it has been ufually 
experienced that the Clergyman who has other 
refources than the liberality of the Church, will 
on that very account rec.eive lefs fYInpathy and 
attention. 

\Vith 
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With refpeCl: to literary and theological im­
provement, the Committ("~ would recommend 
that difcourfes for the pulpit be prepared with 
C3re. To preach trulh is important; but the 
workman who would not be afhamed, mufi do 
it feafonably and well. A careful obfervation of 
the particular circum fiances of the Church, cor­
reCtnefs (;f thought and expreilion, and a becom­
ing mode of addrefs, are all ufeful means for fix­
ing the attention of n:en upon the truths of reo 
Jigion. Even the Iaft of thefe, as a profitable 
recommendation of truth, ought to be cultivated 
with care. Oratory has ever been a powerful 
engine in fociety; and) Curdy. the gofpd is en­
title::! to all its energies. Blu.e and purple and 
fcarlet, were formerly confecrated to the {ervice 
of God; and no ornament d which religion is 
fufceptible, lhould yet be withheld. Accuracy 
of fentiment and language, and a dignity of 
enunciation According with the fublirnity of 
fcriptural truth, coni1icute a part of that fimpli­
city and godly fincerity which the r,,~inifiers of 
Chrift arc enjoined to obferve. The Clergyman, 
therefore, who details his crucie conceptions, or 
ufes a'l uDcouthnefs of language or manner, ob­
fcures the fpJendour of truth, and gives to reli~ 

gino an unfeemly al;(j forbidding appearance. 
For promoting improvement in thde pDint~, the 
Ct>mmittee would recommend the revival of an 

obfolete 



obfolt:te practice, from which the Prrfbyterian 
Church in other c0untries has derived much 
advantage: that is, that the meetings of Prdby­
tefies be as frequent aspofiible; and be defigned 
for miniilerial improvement, 3.5 well as for the 
di.-ec1ion of the aRlin; of the Church: and, that 
each Clergyman in rotation, for the exercif~ of 
his talents, rec::!ive a fubjecr for di[cuffion, whi::h 
he {hall deliver at next ordinary rneetir:g, fub­
jed: tu the critical remarks of his brethrell. 

The Committee would farther remind the Sy. 
nod of the relation which the (J.j[cipline of a 
Church bears to its progrefs in religion. Difci­
pline is evidently a leadillg feature of the Chrifi:ian 
fyaem; and where it has been regulated by 
fcriptural principles, experience has uniforml, 
proved its exc=llence. He who preaches the 
truth, is er.joined to ta.ke care that it be believed 
and pradifecl in the Church. The arrangements 
of Chrifl for its g';Vl:"rnm~nt. alfo. mark the im­
portan("e of this [Jd 1 t ot du ty. The Millitle£ who 
labours in word and d,_ d',nc, has helps f,r g<-t­
vernrnent allowerl hirw; a.l'i it will be a1w.1Y:i 

found. th~t much nt tbe ~1r\l(p'-fi[y of a cn"g'-e· 
gation, depends up·';11 tlJt ze .. l:tnO aCtivity of its 
1eflion. Belide that puricy of (,ep1f[;uent, tbere­
fore, whkh thefe ol:lghr to eJ.e.l,pidy, their ita­
tion in the Church n.q:li: ej them to feel an in­
tereft in the preeiervittion of its pUlity, and to 
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exercife an affetlionate vigifance over the ccndua 
of its members. For gaining thefe ends, an ex. 
ample of minillerial faithfulnefs is, perhaps, the 
moll effeClual means. The fentiments of the 
Clergyman who {hows an affectionate concern for 
the religious improvement of the members of 
the Church. will generally have much weight 
with his feilion ; and th~ s ~[)fluence will conf6-
quently affiO: him to give a jull direCtion to their 
views and conduCt. The Committf'e would 
likewife recommend, that, in all miniflerial vifi­
htion of families, the attendance of every elder 
in his own quarter be enjoined, as a neceffary 
part of this religious duty. In thofe Churches 
which we profefs to imitate, this regulation has 
been adopteri which much profit to religion. 
Such an arrangement tends to excite, alike the 
vigilance of elders and the circumfpec1:ion of the 
members of the Church. It alfo enables a Cler­
gyman to know more exaEUy the flate of families 
and individual:> under his infpeClion; and thus 
affifl:s hi.n to render his intercourfe with them 
fubfervient to their improvement. 

The Committee would farther recommend, 
that, in all aCts of government and difcipline in 
particular congregations, a O:riCl: attentiun to re­
gularity be obfcrved. W'hat is defigned for pre. 
ierving good order, fhould nl!ver be clone in a 
diforderly manner. Authority belongs to the 

feffion 
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{dlion conjur:dly ; and is to be exercifed, only 
where its members have been regularly convened 
and confiituted in the name of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. Where chis order is not obferved, the 
Church lores an effeotial part of its dignity, and 
difcipline much of its influence. The jrregula~ 

exercife of difcipline may afford to the members 
of a fdlion a temporary convenience ; but it 
will ultimately affect their general refpectabihty 
and influence in the congregation over which 
they prefide. It will expofe them individually 
to the prejudice and diflike of the members of 
the Church, a<ld occafienally devolve upon a 
Minifter much blame, from which it is one ex­
preiS ufe d a {eillon to relieve him. Befides, 
difcipline irreguLuly exerciftd, cannot enjoy the 
divine bleffing in the fame degree. as when 
all things are done decently and in order. 

With refpea: to the admiffion of Members into 
the Church, the Committee would advife that 
it be conducted in fuch a manner, as may illuf­
trate the nature of a Chrifiian profeffion. For 
this purpofe, a formula containing a profeffion 
of the faith and of the fubmiffion due to the good 
order of religion, might be adopted alld ufed in 
all the congregations under the Synod's infpeCti­
on. This would efiablilh uniformity in the 
Church. It would alfo give to admit1ions an 
impreffive folemnity ; and, in the fubfequent ex-

ercife 
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ucife of difcipline, might be produclive 0f ad~ 
vantage. 

The Committee would farther obferve, that 
the admillion of Members into the Church, re­
quires panicubr care. Faith and holinefs are 
the charaClerifiics of the family of ChrW:; and 
v:irhaut clean hands and a pure heart,none 
fhould be received into hig haufe• High de. 
grees of purity, it is true, are Hot to be required; 
for the Church is ChriH.'s fchool, and his chil­
dren are difcipJes, But where perioDs without 
the marks of difcipleiliip, :.ue admitted. a tem­
rorary quiet is purdnfed at the expence of future 
trouble. Seffions which, for the fake of peace, 
al'low the Church to be defiled, will nct remain 
without reafon to repent their unfairhfulnefs. 
Unworthy members are roots of bitrernefs, which 
ufually n:aCl: upon the Ieligiou~ comfort of its 
rulers. 

But farther, in infpeCl:ing the condua of the 
Mt'mbers of the ChUfCh, much watcbtulnefs 
ought to be er,e' (Ifc'!, To go all to perfec1ion 
is ll-ie ChriHian ch:ua:ler ; (1,),j to fl.lmulate the 
Church to tuihin it h,onourab4', i& 00-: principal 
uft ot a feffion. If is, tlv~r~fore, the dury of 
elders, to exercife an liI.;, !;(jl'~(~'.~ vigilance for 
the improvement ot thofe o',,',,;r \vhom they pre. 
tidt'; and both by (11e;r e~):T1J:e and influence, 
to fiimullte them to i1igher degtee5 of Chrifiian 
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purity. For thcfe ends, religion has provided the 
neceffar) me:tns ; and it is the duty of a Seflim to 
take care. that theCe be properly improved. In addi· 
tion to the arrangements alre1dy introduced into 
the church, (he committee would fuggefi a few 
particulars, which appear to them calcufat ed t() 
promote the knowledge, fpirir, and good order, 
of religion. 

It nlufi be always important, that the members 
of a Church percei ve clearly the line of diftincti. 
on between thrmfelv~& and thofe who are not 
in its communion. At prefent, however, in 
many congregations under the Syr.od's infpec1i­
on, this is not fa obvious as teligion requires. 
As yet, to form congregations h:ls been the em­
ployment of Mini{l;:::-s. During the progrefs of 
this work, their iupport cannot be derived folely 
from the members of the Church; and be fides, 
in (he management of the temporal affairs of 
congregations, all WhD contribute to their fup­
port, have ufually a {hare. By thefe metlns it 
not Qnfrequemly hanpeu, that thofe in the com­
munion of the Church, overloc,k their particu­
lar relatioll to their j\1ioifier, and the correfpofld­
iog obligations under which religion bas placed 
them. Inftead of viewipg the1nfelves as a part 
of one body, united to their Clergyman by {o­
lemn and endearing ties, they confider themfelves 
merely as individuals,paying him (0 much 
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f:.rary and receiving certain privileges in return; 
and thus, they are prevented fWIll feeling a due 
intereft in the profperity cf the Church; and 
their Clergyman, in cafes of difficulty, is left 
without that encuuragement which they ought 
to afford him. 

It appears, therefore, to the Committee ad­
v:feabk, that every J\linifl:er. befide explaining 
occafionally the nuure of a Church, fuould, to. 
gether with his f.:ffion, from ti"me to time meet 
with thofe under their infpeEtion by themfelves ; 
and englge with them in fuch aCts of religion, as 
may fix their views upon their individu31 rela. 
tion to the Church and its rulers. In the pre­
{ent flate of the Chtlrch, alfo, to lay before them 
at tlwfe meetings the tranfaClions of the fduon ; 
and particularly fuch aas ()f difcipline, as would 
imprfis upon their minds the importance of purity 
of communion, might be atten(~ed with profit. 
Such meetings would give them a praaical view 
(Jf the difiinc1ion between the Church and tbe 
\vorld. Thus, they would alfo become better 
acquainted with each other as members of the 
fame Church, and ultima~ly, more clofely 
united. Befides, by fuch occafional reports from 
the itffion, they would gradually acquire that 
interelt in the purity of the Church, which every 
member fhould feel. 

Th:! Committee alfo conceive, that the increafe 

of 
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of Meetings for Chrillian Fellowlliip. would be a 
gain to religion. Experience has proved tbeir 
excellence; and, in all pure Churches. they are 
duly appreciated and cherillied with care. When 
men fear the Lore. and fpeak oftt'n one to ano­
ther ; the divine blefling attends them. Such 
friendly and affectionate intercourfe, adds to the 
energy of ChriHians ; and thus becomes profita­
ble to themfelves and to the general interdb of 
the ~hurch. 

The advancement of religion likewife requires, 
that a more marked attention be paid to the 
younger part of the Members of the Church. 
This Synod maintains that the <.hildren of pro­
telling parents belong tn the Church; but, as 
yet, the operation of this principle has been al· 
mofl: entirely reftriEred to their admifllon by 
baptifm. Afterwards they have been viewed, ra" 
ther as related CO their parents, than as connected 
with the houfehold of faith. This, the commie. 
t\':e would remark, obfcures the excellence. and 
refl:riCls the benefits. of the Chrifiian fyfiem. 
Admiffion into the Churth, is particularly with 
a view to the benefit of communion. ChritHani­
tf, alfo, bas its degrees of fellowlliip adapted to 
every period of life; and, perhaps, the neglect 
of this benevolent and comprehenfive arrange­
ment with refpdl' to youth, has injured religion 
more, than any uther caufe that can be afiigned. 

Youth 
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Youth is the [earon in which the mind is molt flexi~ 
bte, and in which habits are muil eafily formed. 
'Iben, alfo, vice iE more alluring, arId lefs eafily re· 
filled. It IS, therefore, that period of life which 
neerls the greateft attention. If youth be neg­
lecred. the ca:e ot manhood will be both more 
difficult and lefs profitable: r;:o labour in harveft 
can compenfate for the want of cultivation ill 
fpring. The Committee. therefore, would earnell:­
Iy recommend the adoption of the Mder of the pri­
mitive Church; that thofe received into commu­
nion. be divided into full members and cate­
chumens ; and that the latter, at an early period 
of lite, be t~kpn under the infpecrioo of fdIions, 
for inftruc1il?n and the exercife of di[cipline ac­
cording tf, circumfiances. To give efficiency to 
this arrangement, feilie.os £hould be enj"1ined to 
meet with them "s ofu:-n as peffible, for their 
;n;pr~)\'ement in fuch pHiS of religion as are 
befitting theil years. 

The Committee would faftller adviCe, that 
Seffion:! endeavour to introduce among the 
ynunger Members of the Chu:"ch, a tafi~ for 
that rational and religIOus InLJrmation which 
may be acquired by reading. Many youllg 
pcrfons, mel ely becaufe they have not been ha­
bituated t) employ tf'~ir hf'llrs of relaxation in 
fneh a WJ\ as might hath ;;n.u;-:; and infirucr, 
ale e-nfuared by lemptallon, and loft to the 

Church. 
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Church. In [everal parts of the Church, congrega. 
~ionallibral ies have been alr~ady begun; and the 
Committee conceive, thlt, were thefe more gene­
i'a), and ad:lpted in p.::.rt to the capacity of yuuth, 
reliaion wcuiJ [LlOn expcfience their beneficial 

to 

confcqucnccs. Were the inteiet1ing info:·matioll 
reip .... Ct:ng the prn~ref5 of the gofpel, "l'~licl-} is 
now annually publi[hed by ma'ly religious facie .. 
tie" alfo d:ffufed th"ough the Cbrch, it w()uld 
both afford inllr'JCtion, and contr~bute to form 
the tafte of its rnemberl;. For this purpo[e the 
Cornm,:tee would propofe. that [orne members 
of SynvJ from time to time publi!h an abfiraCl: 
of religious intelligence. This meafure they (;011-

ceive to ':Ie vaUly important. Without enUaler­
ati.ng the advantages which other Churches have 
derived {wm periodical pl'.blications, the Com­
mittee would only remark, that, in this country 
where there are few books and little inclination 
to reac, a judicious [decrioD of religious intelli­
gence, inte,·fperfed with juft views of fcrir.:ural 
truth, would not only amufe and inRruCt, but 
imperceptibly introduce a difpofition favourable 
alike to literature and religious improvement. 

In recommending this meafure, the Commit­
tee are naturally led to fuggeft, that a printing 
prefs under the control of the Synod, would be 
a valuable acquifition. Particular circumfiances 
may cccafionally require them~ to give publicity 
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to their views and proceedings. Beudes, indivi4 
dual Clergymen, by exercifing their literary ta­
lents for the peefs, might improve themfelves, 
benefit the public, and do honour to the Church. 
But, in this Province at prefcnt, the flate of print­
~ng prefent~ a formidable obfiruction to the at­
taimnent of thefe ends. 

The Committee would likewife fuggefi to the 
Synod, as a ufeful meafure, that they adopt forne 
arrangement, by which the exact £late of the 
Church may be annually afcertained. For this 
purpofe, each feilion might be enjoined to deliver 
every year to their Prdbytery, a fiatement of 
fuch particular5 refpeCl:ing the congregation un­
der their lOfpeeHon, as might illulhate the de­
gree of fuccefs attending the difper.fation of di. 
vine ordinances. From thcfe again, a prdby­
t€rial abfirac.t might be made and tranfmitted to 
the Synod. lhis would concentrate every cir .. 
cumfiance of importance; and, by giving a juft 
direB:ion to their views, contribute to regulate 
their fubfequent meafures. Perhaps, alfo, the 
publication of a brief fum mary of the Whole, 
might be an advantage to the Church. 

But farther, the Committee conceive that a 
regular correfpolldence with evangelical Churcheii 
ill various parts of the world, would be a ufeful 
meafure. This, in the infant fiate of the Church 
(}f NOVl-Scolia1 would add to its fefpcaability ;. 

a.nd 
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~nd w.ere the information given and receiv~d, 
occafionally communicated to its members. it 
kwo~ld affift them to feel an interell in the prof. 
perity of its.affairs.Befides, it may be obferved 
,that fuch a c(.'rrefpondence, without aflecring tbe 
principles of t~e Church, would tend to diifufe 
among its members, that enlargtmeot of view! 
:and .catholic fpirit which ought always to eha­
.r:aq:eriz;e the houCe of the liVing God. 

1I.-l\IE:\i\'S FOR SECURING THE PERMANENCE 
OF THE CHURCH. 

The Synod are already aware, that, when a 
Church is founded, to provide for its perma­
nence is both a neccffary and important mealure. 
It invclves in it the interefis of the prefent and 
fucceeding ages; and the Committee apprehend, 
thac, from the prefent fiate of the Church of 
Nova-Scotia, it is entitled to immediate and fe .. 
rious coniideration. This Synod is yet a miffi­
()nary Church, and may be hid to have neither 
plan nor arrangement by which its wants can be 
ift future fupplied. Already, the Church has 
many demands unanCwered ; and were any bro­
ther removed from his labours, this ViCou'1cL .9~ 
the fame time increafe the wants, and' di~iniili.: 
the efficiency, of the Church. It appears. there. 
fore, to the Committee, that ev~ry member of 
this ?ynod is indifpenfably obligated to eXert 

him[elf~ 



h~I;]reJC that the ordinances cf religion may bt 
tr tilfmiu(!J to fuccee;:.;ir,g ages. 

For the purpofe of immediate fuppJy, it is 
flee-iLlY to cultivate the friendfhipand folicit 
the afll:tance of t1wfe Chcr(h~s in Britain, which 
have hitLcrto chedfhtcJ the gofpel in this coun. 
t! y. To thefe, tbe gratitude cf the Church of 
NiJVa<::'-:0tia is juft!y" due. They have done 
muclJ to r!aD~ and water it ; and they fiill pre.' 
ft:nt every encouragement to expeCl: their una· 
bated fr~:;.,dhip. The Ccrn,mittee,- however, 
,v Quid re:ind the Synod, that this merle of [up­
plying t:,e Churcb, will be attc(JdeJ wit-h confi­
derabie u.p.;nce. This, as far as it is praCTica­
ble, fhould be uorne by thGfe who are receiving 
the benefit. At preifDt, the abiliry of tha 
;Church of l-qova-Sce;ti.l is [mall, and it has 
much to do; yet the Synod, by an exerrion 
proportiuIFo to their refources, ought to mani­
fe£t, that, if t;ley po!fdfcd the power, they do' 
not want the inclination. 

The Committee, however, in fuggefiing the' 
propriety of looking in the mean time to the 
Britifh Churchei! for Preachers ot the Gofptl, 

.\Yo(~u;d ;rqueft the Synod to confider, that all 
°ftippiies' trclJl that qL1arter muil be temporary 
and precarious o By and by, alfo. thefe may be 
required CD :a.greater extent, than thofe Churches 
may be able: to afford. Eefides, fuch a mode of 

providing, 



.providing for the wants of the Church, h.:;,~ many 
di(adva~ltages. vVith0ut entering into a delai)' 
of thefe. it may beunly obfCi'ved, that a Church 
which has no. refources for a fucceilion of Cler­
gymen, can neither be exten{i"e n·)r penranent. 
The Committee would, therdore, earneftly re~ 
commend to tLe :=-.\ <101\ th: elbbliiliment of a 
feminary of education f~(\m v. hidl Preachers of 
the Gofpel may be procured; <1ud, in tb·> event 
of attaining; this varuable J.cquiiition, it mig~t: be 
alfo advifeable, to ajf .. ,rd to young men of piety 
and talent5, every pamble enC(;~lragcm:,r;t to de­
di,cate themfelves to the 's (;rk of the miniftry. 

Jll-MEANS FOR THE F.:-~L\~.GEl\IENT OF TilE 
eH li I.ca. 

With refpecr to the enlargement of the ChurciJ, 
the Committee would remark that rr.uch de­
pends upon the eh urch itt'elf. By the div:nc 
b!effing, its enlargement will ncv{f"rily arife cut 
of the ufefulnefs of its minifiers and its general 
refpecrability. It cannot, therefore, be too 
firongly ;rppreITed upon the mind of all in it\J 
.!=ommunion, .that their deportmcnt otcght to be 
a recommendation of their religious principles. 
It is from an obfervation ot facts, that the quali­
~y of allY denomination of Chri!tians, is ufually 
.dlimated. Practical godlinef.~, then, is the beft 
f.~.coJ;rlmendation of doctrinal truth. and an apr' 

poinl~4 



pointed means for the enlargement of thi; 
Church. When its members approve themfelvcs 
to be good men; attentive to the ordinances of 
God; and diligent to acquit thernfelves in their 
{()Cial reiations ; they adorn religion : and 
others, fcciIlg their good works, glO1ify God in 
the day of vifitatioll. As the congregations un­
der the Synod's infpeCl:ion, thercfore, can be 
noted for their attachmcnt to religion, fubrniffion 
to good order, and public {pirit to promote the 
ends of [ociety,. they will contribute to the e::n­
largement of the Prefbyterian Church. 

In prefent circumfiances it is alfo neceffary, 
that every MiniCler confider his relation to tho 
Church at large, and his confequcnt duty to ex­
ert hirnfelf for the profper i I)' of (he whole. The 
interefis of a young and growing Church, re .. 
quire much general co-operation and labour.· On 
this account, to the Prdbyteriaf1 Church of Nova­
Scotia, enlarged views of the rninifierial office 
are at prefcnt particularly important. ,\Vhere 
fo much good mly be done, every Clergyman 
fhould exemplify an enterpiii!.og fpirit to extend 
his ufefulncf~, by taking his full thare of thofe 
general labours, which may be judged requific'! 
for the diITemioation of religious knowledge. 

The Committee have made thefe remarks 
partiy, becaufe miflionary excurfions appear to 
be a principal means for the enlargement of the 

Church; 
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Church; and there they would recommend to be 
as frequent and extenfive as poffible. They 
would aifo obferve, that the fuccefli of fuch mis~ 
fions muil: confiderably depend upon the way in 
which they are conducted. 'When our Lord 
rnilIioned hi" difciples, he fent two and two to· 
gether; and per haps the Synod, particularly ill 
fending the Gofpel to places not previouily vifit. 
ed, mjght find it advantageous to adopt the fame 
plan. The Committee would likewife advife, 
that no remuneration be taken by thofe who are 
fent. If any fettlement willi to (how their fenfe 
oftheobligation, it would be more confiaent 
with the dignity of the Church, tha.t they be 
direCTed to tranfmit their offering to the, funds 
of the Synod; from which, the reafonable ex. 
pence of millions ought to be defrayed. 

The Committee would farther fuggeil:, that, 
in all miffionary excurfions, it would be advifable: 
to intmduce into defiitute places, not only the 
Gofpell but the order of the Church. In order 
to the progrefs of religion, b::>th are ;equ~fite ; and 
the Committee conceive that were this plan 
adopted, congregations might be gradually form~ 
ed in many places, where the preaching of the 
Gofpel alone, would not tend to the enlargement 
of the Church. The prudent husbandman 
fences, as well as rows, hi5 field; and the children 
of this, world, ought DOL to be wirer than the 
children of light. 'Such 
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Such arethe principal melOS, which appear tQ 

the Committee neceff.try for promoting the pros­
perity of the Church. Several of the meafures 
recommended, will {ubj~Cl: the Synod to much 
Lbour and expence : but the caure (!eferves bot!: ; 
and neither Minifiers nor other Members of the 
Church, fhould iliriflk from toe exerti0fl. In 
tLi~ lahour of love. it belo'if[s to the f~)rmer to 
fet t'~e example; and tbe Committf!e fxprefs 
therr.;fdves with confidence, in addir'g that the 
llttt"r will tread in their fieps, and perform their 
full finre. In all religious {oc;etie~ there will be 
ir;divic1t;als, who, f)r the fake of favir-·g a few 
pef'ce, will mufter a hoO: of objec1io~'s againft 
e ... e:~i wt;rk of benevolence. But the Committee 
petfuade thf'n::felves, thH, i;} the Prdbyterian 
Church d Nova-;:::cCJtia, ll(';ther the number nor 
influence (It fuch, i$ exteniive. The mea{ures 
which (hey have recommended, involve in rhem 
the very exiiler1ce of the Churc.h ; and. on Jefs 
impor~ant occaflons, the public fpirit of many of 
its Memhers, h:;)s been amply proved. 

From the experience of other Churches the 
Synod will afcenain. what plans they have found 
moi! eff~Cl:ual for calling forth and concentrating 
the l! berality of ChrifiiJns. The operati \Ie in­
fiul':nce of religion is every where the fame; 
and fimilar mea[ures, adopted in this Church, 

will produce the like fruits. In the prefent 

r;afe~ 
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€afe, the Committee would adviCc the Synod, tQ 
lay before the feveral congregations under' thei~ 
infpeCtion, a plain ihtement of their plans for 
promoting the ioterefis of religion. Thefe, ac~ 
cording to their importance, will receive the ap­
probatIOn of every reafonable and religious man. 
The publication of fuch a fiatement, will alfq 
fecure their concurrence in every good work; 
and, at the fame time, counteraCt the inflaence 
~f rnifreprefentation. 

With refped to refource~, the Synod already 
po~efs every reafonable encouragement. Many 
congregations within the bounds of the Church, 
pave, with alacrity, connected themfelves with 
the Britifh and Foreign Bible Society; and it is 
not to be fuppofed that thefe, feeling for the 
unin£huCted in difiant lands, will retifr an appli. 
cation, whlch aims at providing the ordinances 
of religion for the very place where they have ac­
Huh'ed a property, and where th~y expeCt their 
children to rem'l.in. This [ubjec1, the Com­
mittee can frate, has already evgaged the atten­
tion of many Members of the Church; and 
fever .. l very generous legacies have been be­
queathed, for promoting fome of thofe plans which 
are now propofed to the Synod. 

At prcfent, the Commitree would only beg 
Jeave farther to remind the Synod, that it is not 
~he ordirary bufineis of ~he Church which now 

requires 
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requires their' attention. This Synod is placed 
in circumfiances which call for unufual arrange­
ments ; arrangements, that equally require en­
lightened views <'"nd perfevering exertions. The 
rn"ea[ures, which they adopt, will involve in them 
the honc1ur and !uccefs of the Gofpel in this part 
of the world : th~y will aff.::Cl the prefrnt, and 
may extend their influence t9 fu('ceeding :lges. 
To the cunducl: of this Synoc, then, there mull 
be attached a foIemn and awful refponfibility ; 
and, therefore, the committee fervently pray, 
that every member may abundantly rt"ceive the 
fpirit of illumin~tioo trom above, aDd exemplify 
that wifdom which is full of mercy and good 
fruit~, 



ABSTRACT 

OF TilE 

ResoltttioltS and Arrange'ments of 
Synod upon tlte preceding 

Report. 

I. Minifiers were direered to fuggeft to their 
people, the propriety of appointing, in each 
congregation, fit perfons for the management 
of its temporal affairs: al[o, to report pro­
grees at next meeting of Synod. 

2. It was recommended to Minifiers, that in the 
miniflerial vifitation of families, they b~ at· 
tended by an elder. 

3. It was ordered that Prefbyteries meet as often 
as poffible : ar.d, thf'tt, at each weeting. a 
difcourfe- upon [orne topic previoufiy .fiigned, 

be 



he delivere,1 by one of the m~mbers t whi,eq 
difcourfe flull be afterwards criticiied by the 
brethren in private. 

4. Each Prefbytery wag enjoined to prepare for 
Hie confIderation of {he Synod at their next 
meetin~, a formula of queHions, to be put to 
perfons at their admiffiJn in to the co I11mur.i0D: 
of thl! Church. 

15. It was reco01,mer.ded fo SdfIops, that they 
occafionally meet with the members of the 
Church, a.p:tr~ from thofe who may u[ually 
worfhip with them, for appropri<;te focial anq 
religiuus exercifes. 

6. It was appointed, as a put of e£lablifued or­
der in all congregations under the SynorJ's 
in(pettion, that, when th.e children of churcll 
members are about fourteen years of age, they 
{hall he taken under the direCtion of the Se[­
finn, for infiruaiQn and the exercife ot" difci· 
pline. 

:j. Minifters)Vere erjoined to recommend to 
their pecp!e, the forrciatiO,n of fdlowlhip rneet­
jn~s for impruvement in knowledge and 
practical religion. 

B. It 'Ins recommended that congregational Ii-
. brariee; 



'r ' btad'es be formed in every part of tnd 
Church: and, that in the felecrion of bock~. 
regard be had to the improvement of youth. 

9. Miniflers were enjoined to open flJbfcriptions 
in their refpec1ive congregations, for the pur­
pofe of purchaIing a printing prefs, to be 
placed under the direction of the Synod. 

]0. The Rev. DUN-CAN Ross, THOMAS M'CUL­

LC'CH, and JAMFS RCBSON, were appointed a. 
fianding Committee of Cortefpondeuce with 
other Churches, and enjuined to report their 
proceedings at neAt meeting of Synod. 

11. The confideration of the propcf:.! of a p'e­
riodicai publication, for circubting religious 
intelligence and diffufing religicus knowledge, 
was deferred till a printing prds be pr{icured. 

12. Seffians w~re enjoined to report annually to 
their refpeCl:ive Prcfbyteries, the number of 
members, and the {late of religion. in the 
tongregatiorls under their iufpeEtion; and 
Prefbyteries, to tranfmit to the Synod all 
annual abfirad of thefe reports~ 

13. It was recommended to all congregations' 
under the Synod's infpeCl:ion. to fhow their 
attachment to religion and literature. by en· 

couraging: 
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couraging the propafed feminary of education 
in Piaou. 

]4. It was agreed, that no member of Synod 
£hall receive any remuneration from thofc 
among whom he may be occafionally mi11ion­
ed to labour: and, that, if thofe perfons who 
are vilited, defire to fhow their attachment to 
the gofpel, by contributing to the lupport of 
its ordinances, they be dire&ed to tranfmit 
their offering to the funds of the Synod; 
from which the reafonable expence of miffi­
ens !hall be in future defrayed • 

. l :}. Minifiers who may be miflioned to defiitute 
places. were enjoined to introduce, as far as it 
may be praCticable, the order of the Church. 
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APPENDIX. 

FORMULA OF QV"ESTIONS TO CE PUT, BY Ol(,­
DEft OF THE SYNOD, TO ALL WHO ARE 
ORDAINED to THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY 
.am>.ISTRY. 

1. Do you believe that the Scripture .. of the 
Old and New Toihments are the word of God, 
aAd the only rule of faith and praaice r 

2, Do you believe that the whole doB-rine 
contained in the Weflmir.fter Confeffion of Faith 
and Catechifms, as received by this Church. (I) 

is 

(I) This Church receives the whole doctrine contaiued 
in the Westminster Cenfessiall of Faith aud Catechisms, ex­
cept tha~ part of it which respects th-e M agistrate'll p')wer in 
matter. of religion. They give no decis:ioll as to the doc­
trine laught i. these words, Conf. Clio XXlIl. Se,t. III. 

C 
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is a fcriptural exhibition of divine truth; and 
do you engage, according to your fiation, to 
profefs and maintain it in the Church? 

3. Do you believe that the Lord Jefus Chrifi: 
is the only King and Head of the Chur(.h, and 
"tltat he :hasr.ev.ealed, inScriptW'.e" ,thofeprinci­
pIes according to which it is to be ruled? 

4. Do you believe that the 'PreibyterillI form 
of government, as maintained in this Church, (2) 

is 

., Yet he hath au,thoritv, and it ,is :his. dUly, to take order, 
" ,that unity and peace" be 1,reserved in the ChuT<'h, that the 
" truth of God be hpt pure and entire, that all blasrhellJies 
" and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses ill 
" \'\·orship and discipliue prevented 01' reformed, and a\.l the 
'" ordinan<::es of God duly setlled, adminislereel, and obllcrv­
" eel ; fOJ· the b~tt-er effcctillg wher~llf, he hath powet" to call 
" SYllOds, to be prelient at them." Aud Uley deny ill" doc­
trine taught iu these words, Ibidem: n Aud to provide that 
" whali;oevef is transacted in them he according to the 
" mind of God." Aud they hold that Chu.rch Rulers ilave 
authority, ex officio, to meet for l;\0vemmeJIt and discipline, 
whensoever the circ,nmstances of the Chur<:h require it, any 
t\liing in Conf. eh. XXXI. Sect. II. llotwithstandinlj. 

-r.-* * It is 110 new thing- for Presbyterian Churches, to re­
ceive the dOGlrines of the Weslmillster A~scmbly of Di\ines, 
with eel taiu ex~lanatiolls and rtstrictiotls. Vide, Act of tlie 
General Assembly of the Church of S.otland, approving the 
Conjessi()7t of Faith, usually prefixed to tlte Confession. 

(2.) This Chllrch holds that the substance of Presby­
le,rial ~overnment consists, in the equality of Church Rulers 
'and subordinatioR tlf CllUr~h Conrts. ~ 



ii ~greeable to the wor'd of God; and do yu .... 
.promlfe to maintain it ·do&rinally, and practi­
cally to adhere to its di[cip!ine, oOlh 11"5 a 'mem­
ber of -the Church, -and as -a fflin-ifier of Chrift ? 

5. Do you engage to maintain thefpiritua,l 
u.nity crl' tbe Church, in its doctrine and govern­
ment, wodhi{> and t1ifcipline ; and do you fo­
kmnly pledge yQurfelf, in the preCence 'of the 
Lord Jdus ChriO: ROld his Church, never to' 
_progagate any contradictory principle, nor intra. 
duce-any c<mtrary praCl:ice,amdng ·thoCe eotrua:. 
ed [0 your charg~ nOI in any other public waYt 
till you have regularly acqua:nted your brethren 
in the minithy with thealteratiQn of ycur 
'Views, and ttll lbe'fe views have been difcuffed, 
a·od tbegeneral (\.-atiments of the Church aCcer .. 
tai1)'ed ? 

6. Is love to God, and to the fouls of men, 
your principal inducement to enter into the 
ovftite, of the holy Minifiry? 

7. Can you with a fafe confcience declJ.re, tllat 
you have uCd no improper means to procure a 
call to the miniftry in this congregatioh ? 

8. DQ you accept the call to the panoralof. 
nee over this people; and do yoU folernnly ei1~ 

gage 



gage to eondud yourfelf as a faithful Minill:et 
(If the Gofpe1 among them, and alfo. wherever 
Providence affords YOD an opportunity ; keep­
ing carefufly in view, that this congregation, 
and the Church at large, be by your labour:; af-
1illed, in the attainment of higher degrees of 
Chrifiian improvement? 

9. Do you promife to exemplify the excel­
lence of Chrillian doClrine by the confcientious 
performance of the duties of it holy life, cor­
le/ponding with your fiation in the Church, 
and your relations to {ociety ? 

10. Do you declare that you are cordially at­
tached to the civil authorities by which this Pro­
"ince is ruled; and do you promitc, according 
to your fiation. to give thofe pwofi of loyalty 
which divine authority enjoins upon fubjeds to­
wards their rulers ? 

1 J. Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf, in the 
Lord, to the authority of this Prdbytery, ill 
fubvrdinatio'fi to fuperior (;Qurts ? 

And all thefe you profefs to believe, and pro­
nliCe, through gtace, to perform, as you muft 
3nfwer to the Lord Jefus Chrifi, when he comes 
with aU itis Saints? 
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