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SLICK'S LETTER. 

IAfter these ~ketche. had gone through the press, and were ready for publication, WI' 

sent Mr. Shck a copy; and shortly afterwards received from him the following letter. 
which characteristic communication we give entire.-EDlToR.] 

To MR. HOWE. 

SIR,-I received your letter, and note its contents. I aint over 
half pleased, I tell you; I think I have been used scandalous, that's a 
fact. It warn't the part of a gentleman for to go and pump me arter 
that fashion, and then go right off and blart it out in print. It was 
a nasty, dirty, mean action, and I don't thank you nor the squire a 
bit for it. It will be more nor a thousand dollars out of my pocket. 
There's an eend to the Clock trade now, antI a pretty kettle of 
fish I've made on it, ha~'n't I? I shall never hear the last on it, 
and what am I to say when I go back to the States '? I'll take my 
oath I never said one-half the stuff he has set down there; and as 
for that long lochrum about Mr. Everett, and the Hon. Alden. Gobble, 
and Minister, there aint a word of truth in it from beginnin to eend. 
If ever I come near hand to him agin, 'I'll larn him---but never 
mind, I say nothin. Now there's one thing I don't cleverly under
stand. If this here book is my 'Sayins and Doins,' how comes it 
yourn or the Squire's either? If my thoughts and notions are my 
own, how can they be any other folks's? According to my idee you 
have no more right to take them, than you have to take my clocks 
without payin for 'em. A man that would be guilty of such an action 
is no gentleman, that's flat, and if you don't like it you may lump it 
-for I don't valy him, nor you neither, nor are a blue-nose that ever 
stept in shoe-leather, the matter of a pin's head. I don't know as 
ever I felt so ugly afore since I was raised; why didn't he put his name 
to it, as well as mine? When an article han't the maker's name and 
factory on it, it shows it's a cheat, and he's ashamed to own it. 
If I'm to have the name, I'll have the game, or I'll know the cause 
why, that's a fact I Now folks say you are a considerable of a candid 
man, and right up and down in your dealins, and do things above 
board, handsum-at least so I've hearn tell. That's what I like; 
I love to deal with such folks. Now 'spose you make me an offer? 
You'll find me not very difficult to trade with, and I don't know but I 
might put off more than half of the books myself, tu. I'll tell you 
how I'd work it. I'd say, 'Here's a book they've namesaked arter 
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me, Sam Slick, thr Clockmakrr. hut it tanle mine, and can't al
together jist say rightly whose it is. Some say it's the General's, and 
some say it's the Bishop's, and some say it's Howe himself; but, I 
aillt availed who it is. It's a wise child that knows its own father, 
It wipes up the blue-noses considerable hard, and don't let off the 
Yankees so very easy neither, but it's generally allowed to be about 
the prettiest book ever writ in this country; and although it aint al
together jist gospel what's in it, there's some pretty home truths 
in it, that's a fact. \Vhoever wrote it must be a funny feller, too, 
that's sartin; for there are some queer stories in it that no soul could 
help larfin at, that's a r~rt. It's about the wittiest book I ever see'd, 
lts nearly all sold oiT. but jist a few copies I've kept for myoId 
customers. The price is just 58, Gd., hut I'll let you have it for 58" 

because you'll not get another chance to have one.' Always ax a 
sixpence more than the price, and then bate it, and when blue-nose 
hears that, he thinks he's got a bargain, and bites directly. I never 
see one on 'em yet that didn't fall right into the trap, 

Yes, make me an oflh, and you and I will trade. I think, But 
fair play's a jewel, and I must s~y I feel ryl,'d and kinder sore. I 
han't been used handsulll atween )'ou two, and it don't seem to mfl 
that I had ought to be made a fool on in that book, arter that fashion, 
for folks to laugh at, and then be sheerf'd out of the spec. If I am, 
somebody had better look out for squalls, I tell )011. I'm as easy as 
an old glove. but a glo\e aint an old shoe to be trod on, and I think 
a certain person will find that out afore he is six months older, or 
f'lse I'm mistakened, that's all. Uopin to hear from you soon. I rr-
mnin yours to command. 

~.\:\I1·EL SLICK. 

Pug1l0.'tP' .... Inn, Ui",,}" Philip. De/'. ~!j. rRSG. 

P.S, I see in the Inst page it is writ. that the Squire is to take 
another journey round fhp Shore, anti back to Halifax with me next 
Spring. Well, I tlitl agree with him, to drivr him round the coast, 
but don't you mind-we'll understand cnch olher, I guess, afore wc 
stnr!. I concait he'll risr considerably airly in the mornin, afore he 
catches me asleep agin. I'll be witle nwake for him next hitch. 
that's a fact, I'd a ginn a thousand dollars if he hnd only used 
C~Ill~bell's name instcad of mine; for he was a most an almighty 
,lIlalll. and chrat{;(1 a proper raft of folks and then shipped himself 
0(1' to ~otany Bay,. for fear folks would transport him there; you 
cOllldn ~ .rnb out Slick: and rll~ in Campbell, could you? that's a good 
fellrr; Ii you would I d make It worth your while, you may depend, 



THE CLOCKMAKER. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE TROTTING HORSt. 

I W.\8 always well mounted; I am fond of a horse, and always 
piqued myself on having the fastest trotter in the Province. I have 
made no great progress in the world, I feel doubly, therefore, the 
pleasure of not being surpassed on the road. I never feel so well or 
so cheerful as on horseback, for there is something exhilarating in 
quick motion; and, old as I am, I feel a pleasure in making any per
son whom I meet on the way put his horse to the full gallop, to keep 
pace with my trotter. Poor Ethiope I you recollect him, how he 
was wont to lay back his ears on his arched neck, and push away 
from all competition. He is done, poor fellow! the spavin spoiled his 
speed, and he now roams at large upon' my farm al Truro: Mohawk 
never failed me till this summer. 

I pride myself (you may laugh at such childish weakness in a man 
of my age), but still, I pride myself in taking the conceit out of cox
combs I meet on the road, and on the ease with which I can leave a 
fool behind, whose nonsense disturbs my solitary musings. 

On my last journey to Fort Lawrence, as the beautiful view of 
Colchester had just opened upon me, and as I was contemplating its 
richness and exquisite scenery, a tall thin man, with hollow cheeks 
and bright twinkling black eyes, on a good bay horse, somewhat out 
of condition, overtook me; and drawing up, said, I guess you started 
early this morning, sir? I did, sir, I replied. You did not come 
from Halifax, I presume, sir, did you? in a dialect too rich to Le· mis
taken as genuine Yankee. And which way may you be travelling? 
asked my inquisitive companion. To Fort Lawrence. Ah I said he 
so am I, it is in my circuit. The word circuit sounded so profes
sional, I looked again at him, to ascertain whether I had ever seen 
him before, or whether I had met with one of those nameless. but 
innumerable limbs of the law, who noW flourish in every district of 
the Province. There was a keenness about his eye, and an acuteness 
of expression, much in favour of the law; but the dress, and general 
bearing of the man, made against the supposition. His was not the 
coat of a man who can afford to wear an old coat, nor was it one of 
, Tempest and More's,' that distinguish country lawyers from COlln~. 

J 
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trY boobies. His clothes were well made, and of good materials, but 
lo~ked as if their owner had shrunk a little since they were made 
for him; they hung somewhat loose on him. A large brooch, and 
some superfluous seals and gold keys, which ornamented his outward 
man, looked' New England' like. A visit to the States had, perhaps, 
I thought, turned this Colchester beau into a Yankee fop. Of what 
consequence was it to me who he was-in either case I had nothing 
to do with him, and I desired neither his acquaintance nor his com
pany-still I could not but ask myself who can this man be? I am 
not aware, said I, that there is a court sitting at this time at Cum
berland? Nor am I, said my friend. What then could he have to 
do with the circuit? It occurred to me he must be a Methodist preach
er. [looked again, but his appearance again puzzled me. His 
attire might do-the colour might be suitable-the broad brim not 
out of placr; but there was a want of that staidness of look, that 
seriousness of countenance, that expression, inshort, so characteristic 
of the clergy. 

I could not account for my idle curiosity-a curiosity which, in 
him, I had the moment before viewed both with suspicion and dis
gust; but so it was-I felt a desire to know who he could be who was 
neither lawyer nor preacher, and yet talked of his circuit with the 
gravity of both. How ridiculous, I thought to myself, is this; I will 
leave him. Turning towards him, I said, I feared I should be late 
for breakfast, and must therefore bill him good morning. Mohawk 
felt the pressure of my kners, and away we went at a slapping pace. 
I congratulated myself on conquering my own curiosity, and on 
avoiding that of my travelling companion. This, I said to myself, 
t.his is the value of a good horse; I patted his neck-I felt proud of 
him. Presently I heard the steps of the unknown's horse-the clatter 
increased. Ah, my friend, thought I, it won't do j you should be well 
mounted if you desire my company; I pushed Mohawk faster, faster, 
Caster-to his best. He outdid himself; he had never trotted so 
handsomely-so easily-so well. 

I guess that is a pretty considerable smart horse, said the stranger, 
as he came beside me, and apparently reined in, to prevent his horse 
passing me j there is not, I reckon, so spry a one on 1II!J circuit. 

('in'uit, or no circuit, one thing was settled in my mind j he was a 
Yankee, and a very impertinent Yankee, too. I felt humbled, my 
pride was hurt, and Mohawk was beaten. To continue this trotting 
contest -,vas humiliating; I yielded, therefore, before the victory was 
palpable, and pulled up. 

Yes, continued he, a horse of pretty considerable good action, and 
a pretty fair trotter, too, I guess. Pride must have a fall-I confess 
mine was prostrate in the dust. These words cut me to the heart. 
What! is it come to this, poor Mohawk, that you, the admiration of 
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all but the enlious, the great Mohawk, the standard by which all 
other horses are me1Jsured-trots next to Mohawk, only yields to 
Mohawk, looks like Mohawk-that you are, after all, only a cOU!l
terfeit, and pronounced by a straggling Yankee to be merely' a pretty 
fair trotter I' 

If be was trained, I guess that he might be made to do a little 
more. Excuse me, but if you divide your weight between the knee 
and the stirrup, rather most on the knee, and rise forward on the 
saddle, so as to leave a little daylight between you and it, I hope 
I may never ride this circuit again, if you don't get a mile more an 
hour out of him. 

What I not enough, I mentally groaned, to have my horse beaten, 
but I must be told that I don't know how to ride him; and that, too, 
hy a Yankee-Aye, there's the rub-a Yankee what? Perhaps a 
half-bred puppy, half Yankee, half blue-nose. As there is no escape, 
I'll try to make out my riding master. Your circuit, said I, my 
looks expressing all the surprise they were capable of-your circuit, 
pray what may that be? Oh, said he, the eastern circuit-I am on 
the eastern circuit, sir. I have heard, said I, feeling that I now had a 
lawyer to deal with, that there is a great deal of business on this circuit 
-pray, are there many cases of importance 'I There is a pretty fair 
business to be done, at least there has been; but the cases are of no 
great value-we do not make much out of them, we get them up 
very easy, but they don't bring much profit. What a beast, thought 
I, is this; and what a curse to a country, to have such an unfeeliug 
pettifogging rascal practising in it-a horse jockey, too, what a 
finished character I I'll try him on that branch of his business. 

That is a superior animal you are mounted on, said I-I seldom 
meet one that can travel with mine. Yes, said he coolly, a consi
derable fair traveller, and most particular good bottom. I hesitated: 
this man who talks with such unblushing effrontery of getting up 
cases, and making profit out of them, cannotbe offended at the ques
tion-yes, I will put it to him. Do you feel an inclination to part 
with him? I never part with a horse-I don't like to ride in the dust 
after everyone I meet, and I allow no man to pass me but when I 
choose. Is it possible, I thought, that he can know me? that he 
has heard of my foible, and is quizzing me, or have I this feeling in 
common with him. But, continued I, you might supply yourself 
again. Not on this circuit, I guess, said he, nor yet in Campbell's 
circuit. Campbell's'circuit-pray, sir, what is that? That, said he, 
is the western-and Lampton rides the shore circuit; and as for the 
people on the shore, they know so little of horses, that Lampton 
tells me, a man from Aylesford once sold a hornless ox there, whose 
tail he had cut and nicked, for a horse of the Goliath breed. I should 
think, said I, that Mr. Lampton must have no lack of cases among 
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snch enlightened clients. Clients, sir I said my friend, Mr. Lampton 
is not a lawyer. I beg pardon, 1 thought you said he rode the circuit. 
We call it a circuit, said the stranger, who seemed by no means 
flattered by the mistake-we divide the Province, as in the Almanack, 
into circuits, in each of which we separately carryon our business of 
manufacturing and selling clocks. There are few, I guess, said the 
Clockmaker, who go upon ti!"!.' as much as we do, who have so little 
use for lawyers j if attornies could wind a J//all up again, after he 
has been fairly run dO/l'/I, 1 guess they'd be a pretty harmless sort of 

folks. 
This explanation restored my good humour, and as I could not 

quit Illy companion, and he did not feel disposed to leave me, I made 
up my mind to travel with him to Fort Lawrence, the limit of hi.~ 

('irl'1lit. 

CHAPTER II. 

TilE CLOCKJIAKER. 

IlIAD heard of Yankee clock pedlars, tin pedlars, and bible pedlars, 
especially of him who sold llolyglot Bibles(all in English) to the 
amount of sixteen thousand pounds. The house of every substantial 
farmer had three substantial ornaments, a wooden clock, a tin reflec
lor, and a Polyglot Bible. How is it that an American can sell his 
wares, at whatever price he pleases, where a blue-nose would fail to 
make a sale at all '! I will enquire of the Clockmaker the secret of his 
success. 

What a pity it is, Mr. Slief.: (for such was his name), what a pity 
it is, said I, that you, who are so successful in teaching these people 
Ihe value of clocks, could nol also teach them the value of time. I 
guess, said he, they have got that ring to ~row on their horns yet, 
which every four year old has in our country. We re~kon hours and 
minutes to be dollars and cents. They do nothing in these parts. 
but eat, drink, smoke, sleep, ride about, lounge at taverns, make 
speeches at temperance meetings, and talk about" House of Assem
bly." 1£ a'man don't hoe his corn, and he don't get a crop, he says 
it is all owing to the Bank j and if he runs into debt and is sued, why 
he sa ys the lawyers are a curse to the country. They are a most idle 
set of folks, I tell you. 

But how is it, said I, that you manage to sell such an immense 
number of clocks (which certainly cannot be called necessary arti
cles) among a people with whom there seems to be so great a scar
city of money 'I 
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Mr. Slick paused, as if considering the propriety of answering the 
question, and looking me in the face, said, in a ronfidl'ntial tone, 
Why, I don't care if I do tell you, for the market is gluttt'd, and I 
shall quit this circuit. It is done by a knowledge of soft samder and 
human natur. }Jut here is Deacon Flint's, said he, I have but one 
clock left, and I guess I will sell it to him. 

At the gate of a most comfortable looking farm-house stood Dea
con Flint, a respectable old man, who had understood the value of 
time better than most of his neighbours, if one might judge from the 
appearance of every thing about him. After the usual salutation, 
an ·invitation to "alight" was accepted by Mr. Slick, who said, he 
wished to lake leave of Mrs. Flint before he leff Colchester . 

. We had hardly entered the house, before the Clockmaker pointed 
to the view from the window, and addressing himself to me, said, if 
I was to tell them in Connecticut, there was such a farm as this 
away down east here in Nova Scotia, they wouldn't believe me-why 
there aint such a location in all New England. The Deacon has a 
hundrlld acres of dykr-Seventy, said the Deacon, only seventy. Well, 
seventy; but then there is your fine deep bottom, why I could run a 
ramrod into it-Interval, we call it, said the Deacon, who though 
evidently pleased at this eulogium, seemed to wish the experiment of 
the ramrod to be tried in the right place-Well, interval if you plea so 
(though Professor Eleazer Cumstick, in his work on Ohio, calls them 
bottoms), is just as good as dyke. Then there is that water privi
lege, wortJ13,OOO or 4,000 dollars, twice as good as what Governor 
Cass paid 15,000 dollars for. I wonder, Deacon, you don't put up 
a carding mill on it: the same works would carry a turning lathe, a 
shingle machine, a circular saw, grind bark, and--Too old, said 
the Deacon, too old for all those speculations-Old, repeated the 
Clockmaker, Det you; why you are worth half a dozen of the young 
men we see, now a-days, you are young enough to have-here he 
said something in a lower tone of voice, which I did not distinctly 
hear; but whatever it was, the Deacon was pleased, he smiled and 
said he did DOt think of such things now. 

But your beasts, dear me, your beasts must be put in and have a 
feed; saying which, he went out to order them to be taken to the stable. 

As the old gentleman closed the door after him, Mr. Slick drew 
near to me, and said in an under tone, that is what I call" soj~ 

samder." An Englishman would pass that man as a sheep passes 
a hog in a pasture, without looking at him; or, said he, looking 
rather archly, if he was mounted on a pretty smart horse, I guess 
he'd trot away, if he could. Now I find-Here his lecture on " soft 
samder" was cut short by the entrance of Mrs, Flint. Jist come to 
say good bye, Mrs. Flint. What, have you oold all your clocks? 
yes, and very low, too, for money is scarce, and I wished to close 
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the concarn; no, I am wrong in saying all, for I have just one 
left. Neighbour Steel's wife asked to have the refusal of it, but 
I guess I won't sell it; I had but two of them, this one and the 
feller of it that I sold Governor Lincoln. General Green, the 
Secretary of State for Maine, said he'd give me 50 dollars for 
this here one-it has composition wheels and patent axles, it is a 
beautiful article--a real first chop-no mistake, genuine superfine, 
but I guess I'll take it back; and beside, Squire Hawk might think 
kinder harder that I did not give him the oITer. Dear me, said Mrs. 
Flint, I should like to see it; where is it? It is in a chest of mine 
over the way, at Tom Tape's store. I guess he can ship it on to 
Eastport. That's a good man, said Mrs. Flint, jist let's look at it. 

1\1r. Slick, willing to oblige, yielded to these entreaties, and SOlin 
produced the clock-a gawdy, highly varnished, trumpery looking 
alTair. He placed it on tire chimney-piece where its beauties were 
pointed out and duly appreciated by Mrs. Flint, whose admiration 
was about ending in a prop""al, when Mr. Flint returned from giving 
his directions about the care of the horses. The Deacon praised 
the clock, he too thought it a handsome one; but the Deacon was 
a prudent man, he had a watch-he was sorry, bllt he had no oc
casion for a clock. I glless YOll're in the wrong furrow this time, 
Deacon, it an't for sale, said !\Ir. Slick; and if it was, I reckon 
neighbour Steel's wire would have it, for she gin's me no peace 
about it. Mrs. Flint l1aiu, that Mr. Steel had enough to do, poor 
man, to pay his interest, without buying clocks for his wife. It's no 
concarn of mine, said Mr. Slick, so long as he pays me, what he 
has to do, but I guess I don't want to sell it, and besides it comes 
too high; that clock can't be made at Rhode Island under 40 dollars. 
\Vhy it an't possible, said the Clockmaker, in :apparent surprise, 
looking at his watch, why as I'm alive it is 4 o'clock, and if I hav'nt 
been two hours here-how on airth shall I reach River Philip to
night 'I I'll tell you what, Mrs. ~'lint, l'llleave the clock in your 
care till I return on my way to the States-I'll set it a-going and 
put it to the right time. 

As soon as this operation was performed, he delivered the key to 
the Deacon with a sort of serio-comic injunction to wind up the clock 
every Saturday night, which Mrs. Flint said she would take care 
should be done, and promised to remind her husband of it, in case 
he should chance to forget it. 

That, said the Clock maker, as soon as we were mounted, that I 
call' human Jlatlll',I' Now that clock is sold for 40 dollars-it cost 
me just 6 dollars and 50 cents. l\Irs. Flint will never let Mrs. 
Steel have the refusal-nor will the Deacon learn until I call for the 
clock that having once indulged in the use of a superfluity, how 
difficult it is t9 give it up. We can do without any article of luxury 
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we. have never had, but when once obtained, it is not' in human 
natur' to surrender it voluntarily. Of fifteen thousand sold by 
myself and partners in this Province, twelve thousand were left in 
this manner, and only ten clocks were ever returned-when we 
called for them they invariably bought them. We trust to 'soft 
sarvder' to get them into the house, and to 'human natur' that they 
never come out of it. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE SILENT GIRLS. 

Do you see them are swallows, said the Clockmaker, how low 
they fly? Well, I presume, we shall have rain right away, and 
them noisy critturs, them gulls, how close they keep to the water 
down there in the Shubenacadie; well that's a sure sign. If we 
study natur, we don't wont no thermometer. But I guess we shall 
be in time to get under cover in a shingle-maker's shed, about three 
miles ahead on us. 

We had just reached the deserted hovel when the rain fell in torrents. 
I reckon, said the Clockmaker, as he sat himself down on a 

bundle of shingles, I reckon they are bad off for inns in this country. 
'Vhen a feller is too lazy to work here, he paints his name over his 
door, and calls it a tavern, and as like as not he makes the whole 
neighbourhood as lazy as himself-it is about as easy to find a good 
inn in Halifax, as it is to find wool on a goat's back. An inn, to be a 
good concarn, must be built a purpose, you can no more make a good 
tavern out of a common dwelling-house, I expect, than a good coat out 
of an old pair of trowsers. They are eternal lazy, you may depend
now there might be a grand spec made there, in building a good Inn 
and a good Church. What a sacrilegious and unnatural union, said 
I, with most unaffected surprise. Not at all, said Mr. Slick, we build 
both on speculation. in the States, and make a good deal of profit out 
of 'em too, I tell you. We look out a good sightly place, in a town 
like Halifax, that is pretty considerably well peopled with folks that 
are good marks; and if there is no real right down good preacher 
among them, we build a handsome Church, touched off like a New
York liner, a real taking, looking thing-and then we look out for a 
preacher, a crack man, a regular ten-horse-powe.· chap-well, we 
hire him, and we have to give pretty high wages too, say twelve 
hundred or sixteen hundred dollars a year. We take him at first on 
trial for a Sabbath or two, to try his paces, and if he takes with the 

I 
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folks, if he goes down well we clinch the bargain, and let and sell the 
pews; and I tell you it pays well and makes a real good investment. 
There were few better specs among us than Inns and Churches, until 
the Railroads came on the carpet-as soon as the novelty of the new 
preacher wears off, we hire another, and that keeps up the steam. 
1 trust it will be long, very long, my friend, said I, ere the rage 
for speculation introduces ., the money-changers into the temple," 
with us. 

Mr. Slick looked at me with a most ineffable expression of pity and 
surprise. Depend on it, sir, said he, with a most philosophical air, 
this Province is much behind the intelligence of the age. But if it is 
behind us in that respect, it is a long chalk ahead on us in others. I 
never seed or heard tell of a country that had so many natural pri
vileges as this. 'Vhy there are twice as many harbours and water 
powers here, as we have all the "ay from Eastport to New Orleens. 
They ha\'e all they can ax, and more than they desarve. They have 
iron, coal, slate, grindstone, lime, firestone, gypsum, freestone, and 
a list as long as an auctioneer's catalogue. But they are either asleep, 
or stone blind to them. Their shores are crowded with fish, and 
their lands covered with wood. A government that lays as light on 
'em as a down countcrpin, and no taxes. Then look at their dykes. 
The Lord seems to have made 'em on purpose for such lazy folks. If 
you were to tell the citizens of onr country that these dykes had been 
cropped for a hundred years without manure, they'd say, they 
guessed you had seen Col. Crockett, the greatest hand at a flam in our 
nation. You have heerd tell of a man who could'nt see London for 
the honses, I tell you, if we had this country, you couldn't see the 
harbours for the shipping. There'd be a rush of folks to it, as there 
is in one or our inns, to the dinner table, when they sometimes get 
jammed together in the door-way, and a man has to take a running 
leap over their heads, afore he ran get in. A little nigger boy in New 
York found a diamond worth 2,000 dollars; well, he sold it to a 
watchmaker for 50 ('('nt8-1I](' little critter didn't know no better. 
ruar people al"ejll8t likl' the nigger boy, they don't klloll' the value 
of their dilll/wlNl. 

Do you know the reason mOil]"') S arc no good"? because they chatter 
all day long-scl do the niggers-and so do the blue-noses of Nova 
Scotia-its 011 talk and no \York; now, with us its all work and no 
talk-in our shipyards, our factories, our mills, and even in our 
vessels, then"s no talk-a man can't work and talk too. I guess if 
"011 were at the factories at Lowel we'd show you a wonder-fi·ve 
!wudl"l'd .fJalis at 1/'1))'/'; t".'It'llicr all in si 11'11 ce . I don't think our 
great country has sut:h a real natural curiosity as that-I expect the 
world don't contain the beat of that; for a woman's tongue goes so 
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slick oC ilself, without water power or steam, and moves so easy on 
its hinges, that its no easy matter to put a spring stop on it, I tell you 
-it comes as natural as drinkin mint julip. 

I don't pretend to say the galls don't nullify the rule, sometimes 
at intermission and arter hours, hut when they do, if they don't let 
go, then its a pity. You have heerd a school come out of little boys. 
Lord, its no touch to it; or a flock of geese at it, they are no more a 
match for 'em than a pony is for a coach-horse. But when they are at 
work, all's as still as sleep and no snoring. I guess we have a right to 
brag 0' that invention-we trained the dear critters, so they don't 
think of striking the minutes and seconds no longer. 

Now the folks of Halifax take it all out in talking-they talk of 
steam-boats, whalers, and rail-roads-but they all end where they 
begin-in talk. I don't think I'd be out in my latitude, if I was to 
say they beat the women kind at that. One fellow says, I talk of 
going to Englan!l-another says, I talk of going to the Country
while a third says, I talk of going to sleep. If we happen to speak of 
such things, we say, ' I'm right off down East; or I'm away off 
South,' and away we go jist like a streak of lightning. 

When we want folks to talk, we pay 'em for it, such as ministers, 
lawyers, and members of congress; but then we ellpect I,he use of 
their tongues, and not their hands; and when we pay folks to work, 
we expect the use of their hands, and not their tongues. I guess work 
don't come kind 0' natural to the people of this province, no more 
than it does to a full.bred horse. I expect they think they have a little 
too much blood in 'em for work, for they are near about as proud as 
they are lazy. 

Now the bees know how to sarve out such chaps, for they have 
their drones too. Well, they reckon its no fun, a making honey all 
summer, for these idle critters to eat all winter-so they give 'em 
Lynch Law. They have a regular built mob of citizens, and string 
up the drones like the Vixburg gamblers. Their maxim is, and not 
a bad one neither, I guess, ' no work no honey.' 

CHAPTER IV. 

CONVERSATIONS AT THE RIVER PHILIP. 

IT was late' before we arrived at Pug nose' s J nn-the evening',was 
cool, and a fire was cheering and comfortable. Mr. Slick declined 
any share in the boUle of wine, he said he was dyspeptic; and a glass 
oJ: two soon convinced me, that it was likely to produce in me somc~ 
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thing worse than dyspepsy, It was speedily removed, and we drew· 
up to the fire, 

Taking a small penknife from his pocket, he began to whittle a thin 
piece of dry wood, which lay on the hearth, and, after musing some 
time, said, I guess you've never been in the States. I replied that 
I had not, but that before I returned to England I proposed visiting 
that country. There, said he, you'll see the great Daniel Webster 
-he's a great man, I tell you; King William, nllmber 4, I guess, 
would be no match for him as an orator-he'd talk him out of sight in 
half an hour. If he was in your House of Commons, I reckon he'd 
make some of your great folks look pretty streaked-he's a true 
patriot and statesman, the first in our country, and a most parlicular 
cute Lawyer. There was a Quaker chap too cute for him once tho'. 
This Quaker, a pretty knowin' old shaver, had a cause down to 
Rhode Island; so he went to Daniel to hire him to go down and 
plead his case for him; so says he, Lawyer'Vebster, what's your 
fee? \Y~l)', says Danil'l, II'! me see, I havt' to go down south to 
'Vashington, to plead the !"n'at insurance case of the Hartford Com
pany-and I'\(· got to he at Cincinnati to at/end the Convention, and 
I don't sec how I can go to Rhode Island without great loss and 
!"l'l'a! fatigue; it would cost ynll, may be, more than you'd be willing 
togivp. 

W PlI, the Quaker looked pretty white about the gills, I tell you, 
when II(' heard this, for he could not do "ithout him no how, and he 
did nnt like this preliminary talk of his at all-at last he made bold 
to ask him the worst of it, what he would take? Why, says Daniel, 
I always liked the Quakers, they are a quiet peaceable people who 
never go to law if they can help it, and it would be better for our 
great country if there were more sllch people in it. I never seed or 
heerd tell of any harm in 'em, except going the whole figure for 
Gineral Jackson, and that everlastin' almighty villain, Van Buren; 
yes, I love the Quakers, I hope they'll go the 'Vebster ticket yl't-and 
I'll go for you as low as I can any way afford, say 1,000 dollars. 

The Quaker ",,,II nigh fainted when he heerd this; but he was 
pretty deep too; so says he, Lawyer, that's a great deal of money, but. 
I have more causes there; if I give you the 1,000 dollars will you 
plead the other cases I shall have to give you? Yes, says Daniel, I 
will to the best of my humble abilities. So down they went to Rhode 
Island, and Daniel tried the case and carried it for the Quaker. 
Well, the Quaker he goes round to all the folks that had suits in 
court, and says he, what will you give me if I get the great Daniel 
to plead for you? It cost me 1,000 dollars for a fee, but now he and 
I are pretty thick, and as he is on the spot, I'd get him to plead cheap 
for you-so he got three hundred dollars from one, and two from 
another, and so on, until he got eleven hundred dollars, jist-one hun-
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dred dollars more than he gave. Daniel was in a grllat rage when 
he heerd this; what, said he, do you think I would agree to your let
ting me out like a horse to hire? Friend Daniel, said the Quaker, 
didst thou not undertake to plead all such cases as I should have to 
give thee? If thou wilt not stand to thy agreement, neither will I 
stand to mine. Daniel laughed out ready to split his sides at this. 
'Veil, says he, I guess I might as well stand still for you to put the 
bridle on this time, for you have fairly pinned me up in a corner of 
the fence any how-so he went good humouredly to work and plead
ed them all. 

This lazy fellow, Pugnose, continued the Clockmaker, that keeps 
this inn, is going to sell ofT and go to the States; he says he has to 
work too hard here; that, the markets are dull, and the winters too 
long; and he guesses he can live easier there; I guess he'll find his 
mistake afore he has been there long. Why our country aint to be 
compared to this, on no account whatever; ou r country never made 
us to be the great nation we are, but we mad(' the country. How on 
airth could we, if we werc all like old Pugnose, as lazy, as ugly, 
make that cold thin soil of New-England produce what it does? 
Why, sir, the land between Boston and Salem would starve a flock 
of geese; and yet look at Salem, it has more cash than would buy 
Nova Scotia from the King. We rise early, live frugally, and work 
late: what we get we take care of. To all this we add enterprise 
and intelligence-a feller who finds work too hard here, hrd better 
not go to the States. I met an Irishman, one Pat Lannigan, last 
week, who had just returned from the States; why, says I, Pat, what 
on airth brought you back? Bad luck to them, says Pat, if I warn't 
properly bit. What do you get a day in Nova Scotia '? says Judge 
Beier to me. Four shillings, your Lordship, says I. There are no 
I.ords here, says he, we are all free. Well, says he, I'll give you as 
much in one day as you can earn there in two; I'll give you eight 
shillings. Long life to your Lordship, says I. So next day to it I 
went with a party of men a-digging a piece of canal, and if it wasn't 
a hot day my name is not Pat Lannigan. Presently I looked up and 
straightened my back, says I to a comrade of mine, Mick, says I, 
I'm very dry; with that, says the overseer, we don't allow gentlemen 
to talk at their work in this country. Faith, I soon found out for my 
two days' pay in one, I had to do two days' work in one, and pay two 
weeks' board in one, and at the end of a month I found myself no 
better ofT in pocket than in Nova Scotia; while the devil a bone in 
my body that didn't ache with pain, and as for my nose it took to 
bleeding, and bled day and night entirely. Upon my soul, Mr. Slick, 
said he, the poor labourer does not last long in your country; what 
with new rum, hard'labour, and hot weather, you'll see the graves 
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of the Irish each side of the canals, for all the world like two rows 
of potatoes in a field that have forgot to come up. 

It is a land, sir, continued the Clockmaker, of hard work. We 
have two kind of slaves, the niggers and the white slaves. All Eu
ropean labourers and blacks who come out to us, do our hard bodily 
work, while we direct it to a profitable end; neither rich nor poor. 
high nor low, with us, cat the bread of idleness. Our whole capital is 
in active operation, and our whole population is in active employment. 
An idle fellow, like Pug nose, who runs away to us, is c1apt into harness 
afore he knows where he is, and is made to work; like a horse that re.
fuses to draw, he is put into the Team-boat; he finds some before him, 
and others behind him, he must either drill/" or be dragged to death. 

CHAPTER V. 

n;STICE PETTIFOG. 

IN the morning the Clockmaker informed me that a Justice's Court 
was to be held that day at Pugnose's Inn, and he guessed he could 
do a little busin('"" among the country folks that would be assem
bled there. Some of them, he said, owed him for clocks, and it 
would save him the world of travelling, to have the Justice and Con
stable to drive tlwm up together. If you want a fat wether, there's 
nothing like penning up the whole flock in a corner. I guess, said 
he, if General Campbell knew what sort of a man that arc magistrate 
was, he'd disband him pretty quick, he's a regular suck-egg-a dis
grace to the country. I guess if he acted that way in Kentucky, 
he'd get a breakfast of cold lead some morning, out of the small 
eend of a rifle, he'd find pretty difficult to digest. They tell me he 
issues three hundred writs a year, the cos,t of which, including that 
tarnation Constable's fees, can't amount to nothing less than 3,000 
dollars per annum. If the Hon. Daniel'Vehster had him afore a 
jury, I reckon he'd turn him inside out, and slip him back again, as 
quick as an old stocking. He'd paint him to the life, as plain to 
be known as the head of Gineral Jackson. He's jist a fit feller for 
Lynch law, to be tried, hanged, and damned, all at once-there's 
more nor him in the country-there's some of thf' breed in every 
country in the Province, jist one or two to do the dirty work, as we 
keep niggers for jobs that would give a white man the cholera. 
They ought to pay his passage, as we do with such critters, tell him 
his place is taken in the Mail Coach, and if he is found here after 
twenty-four hours, they'd make a carpenter's plumb-bob of him, and 
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hang him outside the church steeple, to try if it was perpendicular. 
He almost always gives judgment for plaintiff, and if the poor defendant 
has an offset, he makes him sue it,_ so that it grinds a grist hoth ways 
for him, like the upper and lower millstone. 

People soon began to assemble, some on foot, and others on horse
hack and in waggons-Pugnose's tavern was all bustIe and confu
sion-Plaintiffs, Defendants, and witnesses, all talking, quarrelli~g, 
explaining, and drinking. Here come's the Squire, said one; I'm 
thinking his horse carries more roguery than law, said another; 
they must have heen in proper want of timher to make a justice of, 
said a third, when they took such a crooked slick as that; sap
headed enough too for refuse, said a stout looking farmer; may be so, 
said another, but as hard at the heart as a log of elm; howsomever, 
said a third, I hope it wont be long afore he has the wainy edge 
scored off of him, any how. Many more such remarks were made, 
all drawn from familiar objects, but all expressive of bitterness and 
contempt. 

He carried one or two large books with him in his gig, and a con
siderable roll of papers. As soon as the obsequious Mr. Pugnose saw 
him at the door, he assisted him to alight, ushered him into the 
.. best room," and desired the constable to attend" the Squire." 
The crowd immediately entered, and the constable opened the court 
in due form, and commanded silence. 

Taking out a long list of causes, Mr. Pettifog commenced reading 
the names-James Sharp versus John Slug-call John Slug; John 
Slug being duly called, and not answering, was defaulted. In this 
manner he proceeded to default some 20 or 30 persons; at last he 
came to a cause, William Hare versus Dennis O'Brien-call Dennis 
O'Brien; here I am, said a voice from the other room-here I am, 
who has anything to say to Dennis 0' Brien ~ Make less noise, sir, 
said the Justice, or I'll commit you. Commit me, is it, said Dennis, 
take care then, Squire, you don't commit yourself. You are sued 
by William Hare for three pounds for a month's board and lodging, 
what have you to say to it "1 Say to it, said Dennis, did you ever hear 
what Tim Doyle said when he was going to be hanged for stealing 
a pig? says he, if the pig hadn't squeeled in the bag, I'd never have 
been found out, so I wouldn't-so I'll take warning hy Tim Doyle's 
fate; I say nothing, let him prove it. Here Mr. Hare was called 
upon for his proof, but taking it for granted that the board would be 
admitted, and the defence opened, he was not prepared with proof. 
I demand, said Dennis, I demand anunsuit. Here there wasa consul
tation between the Justice and the Plaintiff, when the Justice said, I 
shall not nonsuit him, I shall continue the cause. What, hang itup 
till next Court-you had better hang me up then at once-how can a 
poor man come here so often-this may be the entertainment Pug-
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nose advertises for horses, but by Jacquers, it is no entertainment 
for me-l admit, then, sooner than come again. I admit it. You 
admit you owe him three pounds then for a month's board? I ad
mit no such thing, I say I boarded with him a month, and was like 
Pat Moran's cow at the end of it, at the lifting, bad luck to him. A 
neighbour was here called, who proved that the three pounds might 
bc the usual price. And do you know I taught his children to write 
at the school, said Dennis-You might, answered the witness-And 
what is that worth 'I I don't know-You don't know, faith I believe 
you're right, said Dennis, for if the children are half as big rogues 
as the father, they might leave writing alone, or they'd be like to be 
hanged for forgery. Here Dennis produced his account for teaching 
five children, two quarters, at 9 shillings a quarter each, 41. lOs. [ 
am sorry, Mr. O'Brien, said the Justice, very sorry, but your defence 
will not avail you, your account is too large for one Justice, any sum 
over three pounds must be sued before two magistrates-But I only 
want to offset as much as will pay the board-It can't be done in this 
shape, said the magistrate; I will consult Justice Doolittle, my neigh
bour, and if !\Ir. Hare won't settle with you, I will sue it for you. 
Well, said Dennis, all [have to say is, that there is not so big a rogue 
as Hare on the whole rirrr, save and except one scoundrel who ~hall 
be nameless, making a significant and humble bow to the Justice. 
Here there was a general laugh throughout the Court-Dennis retired 
to the next room to indemnify himself by another glass of grog, and 
venting his abuse against Hare and the Magistrate. Disgusted at the 
gross partiality of the Justice, I also quitted the Court, fully concur
ring in the opinion, though not in the language, that Dennis was 
girin,::: utterance to in the bar-room. 

I>ettifog owed his elevation to his interest at an election. It is to 
be hoped that his subsequent merits will be as promptly rewarded, 
by his dismissal from a bench which he disgraces and defiles by his 
presence. 

CHAPTER VI. 

ANECDOTES. 

As we mounted our horses to proceed to Amherst, groups of coun
try people were to be seen standing about Pugnose's inn, talking over 
the events of the morning, while others were dispersing to their se
veral homes. 

A pretty prime superfine scoundrel, that Pettifog, said the Clock
maker; he and his constable are well mated, and they've travelled in 
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the same gear so long together, that they make about as nice a yoke 
of rascals, as you'll meet in a day's ride. They pull together like 
one rope reeved through two blocks. That are constable was een 
almost strangled t'other day; and if he hadn't had a little grain more 
wit than his master, I guess he'd had his wind-pipe stopped as tight 
as a bladder. There is an outlaw of a feller here, for all the world 
like one of our Kentucky Squatters, one Bill Smith-a critter that 
neither fears man nor devil. Sheriff and constable can make no 
hand of him-they can't catch him no how; and if they do come up 
wilh him, he slips through their fingers like an eel: and then, he 
goes armed, and he can knock the eye out of a squirrel with a ball, 
at fifty yards hand running-a regular ugly customer. 

Well, Nabb, the constable, had a writagin him, and he was cypher
ing a good while how he should catch him; at last he hit on a plan 
that he thought was pretty clever, and ~e scheemed for a chance to 
try it. So one day he heard that Bill was up at Pugnose's Inn, a 
settling some business, and was likely to be there all night. Nabb 
waits till it was considerable late in the evening, and then he takes 
his horse and rides down to the Inn, and hitches his beast behind 
the hay-stack. Then he crawls up to the window and peeps in, and 
watches there till Bill should go to bed, thinking the best way to 
catch them are sort of animals is to catch them asleep. Well, he 
kept Nabb a waiting outside so long, with his talking and singing, that 
he well nigh fell asleep first himself; at last Bill began to strip for 
bed. First he takes out a long pocket pistol, examines the priming, 
and lays it down on the table, near the head of the bed. 

When Nabb sees this, he begins to creep like all over, and feel 
kinder ugly, and rather sick of his job; but when he seed him jump 
into bed, and heerd him snore out a noise like a man driving pigs to 
market, he plucked up courage, and thought he might do it easy arter 
all if he was to open the door softly and make one spring on him 
afore he could wake. So round he goes, lifts up the latch of his 
door as soft as soap, and makes a jump right atop of him, as he 
lay on the bed. I guess I got you this time, said Nabb. I guess 
so too, said Bill, but I wish you wouldn't lay so plaguy heavy 
on me-jist turn over, that's a good fellow, will you'l With that, 
Bill lays his arm on him to raise him up, for he said he was squeezed 
as flat as a pancake, and afore Nabb knew where he was, Bill 
rolled him right over, and was atop of him. Then he seized him by 
the throat, and twisted his pipe, till his eyes were as big as saucers, 
his tongue grew six inches longer, while he kept making faces, fot all 
the world like the pirate that was hanged on Monument Hill, at Bos
ton. It was pretty near over with him, when Nabb thought of his 
spurs; so he just curled up both heels, and drove the spurs right into 
him; he let him have it jist below his cruper; as Bill was naked, he 
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had a fair chance, and he ragged him like the leaf of a book cut opeil 
with your finger. At last, Bill could stand it no longer; he let go his 
hold, and roared like a bull, and clapping both hands ahind him, he 
out of the door like a shot. If it hadn't been for them are spurs, I 
guess Bill would have saved the hangman a job of Nabb that time. 

The Clockmaker was an observing man, and equally communica
tive. Nothing escaped his notice; he knew every body's genealogy, 
history and means, and like a driver of an English Stage Coach, was 
not unwilling to impart what he knew. Do you see that snug look
ing house there, said he, with a short sarce garden afore it, that 
bclongs to Elder Thomson. The elder is pretty close-fisted, and holds 
special fast to all he ~l'Is. He is a jllst man and very pious, but I 
have observed when a lIlall becomes near about too good, he is apt, 
sometimes, to slip ahead into avarice, unless he looks sharper arter 
his girths. A friend of mire in Connecticut, an old sea captain, who 
was once let in for it pretty deep by a man with a broader brim than 
common, said to me, " friend Sam," says he, " I don't like those 
folks who are too d-n good." There is, I expect, some truth in it, 
tho' he needn't have swore at all, but he was an awful hand to swear. 
Howsomeyer that may be, there is a story about the Elder that's not 
so coarse neither. 

It appears an old Minister came there once to hold a meetin' at his 
house-well,-after meetin' was over, the Elder took the minister 
all over his farm, which is pretty tidy, I tell you: and he showed 
him a great Ox he had, and a swingeing big Pig, that weighed some 
six or seven hundred weight, that he was pia guy proud of, but he 
never olTered the old minister any thing to eat or drink. The preach
er was pretty tired of all this, and seeing no prospect of being 
asked to partake with the family, and tolerably sharp set, he asked 
one of the boys to fetch him his horse out of the barn. When he 
was taking leave of the Elder (there were several folks by at the time) 
says he, Elder Thomson, you have a fine farm here, a very fine farm, 
indeed; you have a large Ox too, a very large Ox; and I think, said 
he, r,e seen to-day (turning and looking him full in the face, for he 
intentled to hit him pretty hard), I thillk I have seen to~day the 
greatest Hog Ie1'N sam in my liti'. The neighbours snickered a 
good deal, and the' Elder felt pretty streaked. I guess he'd give 
his great Pig or his great Ox either, if that story hadn't got wind. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GO AHE.\D. 

WHEN we resumed our conversation, the Clockmaker said," [ 
guess we are the greatest nation on the face of the airth, and the 
most enlightened too." 

This was rather too arrogant to pass unnoticed, and I was about 
replying, that whatever doubts there might be on that subject, there 
could be none whatever that they were the most modest,. when he 
continued, "we go ahead, the Nova Scotians go astarn." Our ships 
go ahead of the ships of other folks, our steam-boats beat the British 
in speed, and so do our stage-coaches; and I reckon a real right 
down New York trotter might stump the univarse for going "ahead." 
But since we introduced the Railroads, if we don't go "ahead" its a 
pity. We never fairly knew what going the whole hog was till 
then; wr actilly went ahead of ourselves, and that's no easy matter 
I tell you. If they only had ellication here, they might Il'arn to do 
so too, but they don't know nothin'. You undervalue them, said I, 
they have their College and Academies, their grallllllar schools and 
primary institutions, and I believe there are few among them who 
cannot read and wrile. 

I guc.-s all that's nothin', said he. As for Latin and Greek, we 
don't valy it a cent; we teach it, amI so W(' do painting and music, 
because the English do, and we like to go ahead on '('m, even in 
them are things. As for reading, its well enough for them tltat has 
nothing to t.!o, ant.! writing is plaguy apt to bring a man to States-pri
son, particularly if he writes his name so like another man as to have 
it mistakcn for his'n. Cyphering is the thing-if a man knows how 
to cypher, he is sure to grow ri('h. \" e are a "calculating" people, 
we all cypher. 

A horse that wont go ahead, is apt to run back, and the more you 
whip him the faster he goes astarn. That's jist the way with the 
Nova Scotians; tl1l'Y havc been running back so fast lately, Ihat they 
have tumbled over a Balik or two, and nearly broke their necks; 
and now they've got up ant.! shook themselves, they swear their t.!irty 
clothes and bloody noses are all owing to the Banks. I guess if 
they won't look ahead for the future, they'lllarn 10 look bchint.!, and 
sec if there's a bank near hand 'em. ' 

A bear always goes down a tree starn foremost. He is a cunning 
critlcr, he knows tanle safe to carry a heavy loat.! over his head, ant.! 
his rump is so heavy, he t.!on't like to trust it over hisn, for fear it 
might take a lurch, and carry him heels over head to the ground; so 

2 
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he lets his starn down first, and his head arter. I wish the blue
noses \Voultl find as good an excuse in their rumps for running back
wartls as he has. But the bear "cyphers," he knows how many 
pounds his hams weigh, and he "calntlates" if he carried them up in 
the air, they might be top heavy for him. 

If we had this Province wc'd go to work and" cypher" right off. 
Halifax is nothing without a river or back cOllntry; add nothing to 
nothing, and I guess you have nothing still-add a Railroad to the 
Bay of Fundy, and how much do you git? That requires cyphering 
-it will cost 300,000 dollars, 01' 75,000 pounds your money-add for 
notions omitted in the addition column, one third, and it makes even 
money-lOO,OOO pounds. Interest at 5 per cent. 5,000 pounds a 
year, now turn over the slate and count uJl freight-I make it up
wards of i;i,OIlO pounds a year. If I had you at the desk, I'd shew 
you a bill of items. Now comes" sllotraction;" deduct cost of en
gines, ,year and tear, and expenses, and what not, and reduce it for 
shortnp,s down to 5,000 pounds a year, the amount of interest. 
\Vhat figures have you got now"? YOll have an investment that pays 
interest, I "uess, and if it don't pay more then I don't know chalk 
from cheese. But suppose it don't, and that it only yields "2~ per cent. 
(and it requires good cyphering, I tell you, to say how it" ould act 
with folks that like going a"tarn better than going ahead), what 
would them are wise ones say then'? 'Yhy the critters would say it 
won't pay; but I say the SUIll ant half stated. 

Can you count in ~ ollr head"? Not to any extent, said I. \Vell, 
that's an etarnal pity, said the Clockmaker, fo( I should like to show 
you YUllkec CypluTill!!. "'hat is the entire real estate of Halifax 
worth, at a valeation? I really cannot say. Ah, said h(', I see you 
don't cypher, and Latin and Greek won"t do; them are people had 
no railroads. \Vell, find out, and then only add ten per cent. to it, 
for increased value, and if it don't gin' the cost of a railroad, then 
my name is not Sam Slick. 'Veil, the land between Halifax and 
Ardoise is worth---nothin~, add 5 per ('('nL to that, and send the 
sum to the College, and ax the students how much it comes to. But 
when you get into Hants County, I guess you have land worth com
ing all the way from Boston tu see. His Royal Highness the King, 
I guess, hasn't ~I)t the like in his dominions. Well, add 15 per cent. 
to all them nre lands that border on Windsor Basin, and 5 per cent. 
to what butts on basin of Mines, and then what do you get? A pretty 
considerable sum I tell you-but its no lise to give ~'ou the ("lll/l/,:s, 
if you can'l keep the tlillies. 

Now we will lay down the schoolmaster's assistant and take up an
other book every bit and grain as good as that, although these folks 
affect to sneer at it-I mean human natur. Ah! said I, a knowledge 
of that was of great service to you, certainly, in the sale of your clock 
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to the old Deacon; let us see how it will assist you now. What 
does a clock want that's run down? said he. Undoubtedly to be 
wound up, I replied. I guess you've hit it this time. The folks of 
Halifax have run down, and they'll never go to all etarnity, till they 
are wound up into motion; the works are all good, and it is plaguy 
well cased and set-it only wants a ke!}. Put this railroad into ope
ration, and the activity it wiII inspire into business, the new life it 
will give the place, will surprise you. It's like lifting a child off its 
crawling, and putting him on his legs to run-see how the little crit
ter goes ahead arter that. A kurnel (I don't mean a Kurnel of mi
litia, for we don't valy that breed o'cattIe nothing-they do nothing 
but strut about and screech all day, like peacocks), but a kurnel of 
grain, when sowed, will stool into several shoots, and each shoot 
bear many kurnels, and will multiply itself thus-4 times I is 4, and 
4 times ~5 is 100 (you see all natur cyphers, except the blue-noses). 
Jist so, this here railroad will not perhaps beget other railroads, but it 
will beget a spirit of enterprise, that will beget other useful improve
ments. It will enlarge the sphere and the means of trade, open new 
sources of traffic and supply-develop resources-and what is of more 
value perhaps than all-beget motion. It will teach the folks that go 
astarn or stand stock still like the state-house in Boston (though they 
do say the foundation of that has moved a little this summer), not 
only to go "ahead" but to lIUllif!} time antl space. 

Here his horse (who, feeling the animation of his master, had been 
restive of late) set off at a most prodigious rate of trotting. It was 
some time before he was reined up. When I overtook him, the 
Clockmaker said, this old Yankee horse, you see, understands our 
word" go ahead" better nor these blue noses. 

What is it, he continued, 1I·IUlt is it, that 'fetters' the heels 0/ a 
young count!'!}, and hangs like a 'poke' around it:; neck? 'I1·ltat re
tards the cultivation of its soil, and the imjJ!'(J/:l'IIU'lIt of its jishe!';I':;? 
-the high price 0/ labour, I.guess. lf~ell, /I·hat's it railroad! The 
substitution of mechanicalfor human lind lIlIill/lillabvlll', OIl a scale 
as grand as our great country. Laboul' is dCllr in America, lIl/d 
cheap in Europe. A I'ailroad, thcrcfore, i, comparatit·l'1!} no 1II(l1111/'r 

of use to them, to what it is to us-it does II'OJ/tfl']', there, b1tt it lI'orks 

miracles here. There it makes the old man !}01l1l,'1/'!', 1Jllt /t!'re it 
makes a child a giant. To us it is river, bridge, l'l)((d, (/I/fl C«1I1I1, 

all one. It sa·ves n·hat 1I:/' han't got to spare, men, horses, ('arts, 
vessels, barges, and 11·hat's all in all-tillle. 

Since the creation of the Universe, I guess it's the greatest inven
tion, arter man. Now this is what I call" cyphering" arter human 
IVlklr, while figures are cyphering arter the "assistant." These two 
sorts of cyphering make idecation-and you may depend on'l, Squire, 
there is nothing like folks cyphering, if they want to go "ahead," 
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CHAPTEH \'111. 

THE PflEACIIEII TH\T W.\:\IlEREII FJIOM illS TEXT. 

I I;n:s,;, said the Clockmaker, we know mon' of Nova Scotia than 
the blue-noses themselves do. The Yankees see further ahead than 
most folks; till'\' can el'n a most see round t'other side of a thing; 
indeed some on' tlH'm ha ve hurt tIwir eye! by it, and sometimes I 
think that's 1Il4' reason such a sight of them wear spectacles. The 
first I ell'r heel'll tell of Cumuerland was from Mr. Everett of Con
gn's."; he know'd ~s much about il. as if he had liyed here all his days, 
~nd may he a litile grain more. H,' is a splendid man that-we 
class him No.1, leUer A. One ni~ht I chanced to go into General 
Peep's ta\'('rn at Boston, anll who should I 'I'e there but the great 
Mr. EYerett, a studying over a lIlap of the Province of Noya Scotia. 
'Vhy it aint po"ilill'! said I-if that aint Professor Everett, as I am 
alhe! why how do you do, Professor'! Pretty well, I gil{' you thanks, 
said he; how lw you~ hut I aint no longer Professor; I gin that up, 
and also the trade of Preaching, and look to Politics. You don't say 
so, said I; wh~ what on airlh i,; the calise 0' Ihat? "'hI', says he, 
look here, 1\11'. Slick. 'Vhat is the liS,' of reading the Proverbs of 
Solomon to ollr frt'l' and enlightened citizens, that arc every mite 
anllmortal as" i,,' a." hI' was? That are m~n undprtook to say there 
was nothing new IInder the sun. I glll'SS he'd think he spoke'a litlle 
too fast, if he was to s('(' our stl'am-boats, rail-roads, and India 
ruu!Jer shol's-three in \ I'ntions worth more nor all he kl](,w put in a 
heap together. 'Veil, I don't know, said I, but somehow or another 
I guess you'd have found preaching the best speculation in the long 
run; them an' Unitarians pay better than e ncle Sam (we call, said 
the Clockmakt:'r, the American public [1Ic\e Sam, as you call the 
British John Bull). 

That remark seemt:'d to grig him a little; he felt oneasy like, and 
walkNI twice across the room, fifty fathoms deep in thought; at last 
ht:' said, which way are you from, :'111'. Slick, this hitch'l 'Vhy, says 
I, 1',,' heen away up south, a speculating in nutmegs. I hope, says 
the Pro!',',,,,,,,, they l\'Pre a good articit:', the real right down genuine 
thill!.!, No mistakp, says I,-no mistake, Professor: they "ere all 
prime, lirst chop, but why did you ax that are question? Why, says 
he, that eternal scounurel, that Captain John Allspice of Nahant, he 
used to trade to Charleston, and he carried a cargo once there of fifty 
barrels of nutmegs: \Yell, he put a half a bushel of good ones into 
ea(,~l end of the barrel, and the rest he filled up with wooden 0;e8, 
so lrke the real thing, no soul toulu tell the dilference until he bit 
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olle with his tecth .. and that he never thought of doing, ulltil he was 
lirst bit himself. Well, its been a standing joke with them southerners 
agin us ever since. 

It was only t'other day at Washington, that eYerlasting Virginy 
duellist General Curry, afore a number of senators, at the President's 
house, saill 10 me, Well Everett, says he-you kllow I was always 
dead agill your TariIT bill, but I have changed my mind since yo~\' 
able speech 011 it; I shall vote for it now. GiYe me your hand, says 
I, General Curry; the Boston folks will be dreadful glad when they 
hear your splendid talents are on our side-I think it will go now
we'll carry it. Yes, says he, your factories down. east beat allnatur; 
they go ahead on till' English a long chalk. You may lIepend I WilS 
glad to hear the New Englanders spoken of that way-l felt proud, 
I lelI you-and, says he, there's one manufacture that might stump 
illl Europe to prodllf'e the like. 'Vhat's that? says I, looking as 
pleased all the time as a gall that's tickled. 'Vhy, says he, the 
facture of wooden nutmegs; that's a cap shed that bangs the bush
its a real Yankee patent inYl'ntion. "'ith that all the gentirmen set 
up a laugh, you mi~ht half' heerd away down to Sandy Hook-and 
the General gig gobbled like a grrat turkey cock, the half lIigger half 
a\li~ator likf! lookin~ yillain as be is. I tell you what, Mr. Slick, said 
the Professor, I wish with all Illy heart them arc damned nutmegs 
were in the bottom of the sea. That was the first oath I eyer he('rd 
him I('t slip: but he \\'a~ dreadful ryled, and it made me feel ugly too, 
for its awful to hear a minister swear; and the only match I know for 
it, is to hear a regular sneezer of a sinner quote srripture. Says I, 
Mr. E\erett, that's the fruit that politics bear; for my part. I never 
seed a good graft on it )Ct, th-at bore any thing good to cat, or easy to 

digest. 
Well, he slood awhile lookin~ down on the carpet, with his hands 

behind him, quite taken up a cyphering ill his head, and then he 
straightened himself up, and he put his hand upon his heart, just as 
he used to do in the pulpit (he looked pretty I tell you), and slowly 
lifting his hand olf his breast, he sait!, :\II'. Slick, our tree of liberty 
was a beaulHul tree-a splendid tree-it was a sight to look at; it 
was well fenced and w('l1 protected, and it grew so stately and so 
handsome, that strangers callw from all parts of the globe to sec it. 
They all allowed it was the mosl splendid thin~ in the world. Well, 

.. the mobs have broken in and tore down the fences, and snapped oil' 
the branches, and scattered all the leaves about, and it looks no better 
than a gallows tree. I am afeared, said he, I tremble to think on 
it, but I am afcared our ways will no longer be ways of pleasantness, 
nor ollr paths, paths of peace; I·am, indeed, I YOW, Mr. Slick. He 
looked so streaked and so chop-fallen, that I fell kinder sorry fOl\ 
him; I actilly thought he'd a boo-booh right out. 
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So, to turn the conversation, says I, Professor, what are great 
map is that I seed you a studyin' over when I came in? Says he, 
it's a map of Nova Scotia. That, says he, is a valuable province, a 
real cievpr province; we hant got the like on it, but its most plagily 
in our way. 'Veil, says I, send for Sam Patch (that are man was 
a great diver, says the Clockmaker, and the last dive he took was 
off the falls of Niagara, and he was ne, er heerd of agin till t'other 
day, when Captain Enoch 'Yentworth, of the Susy Ann Whaler, 
saw him in the South Sea. Why, says Captain Enoch to him, why 
Sam, says he, how on airth did you get here? I thought you was 
drowned at the Canadian lines. Why, says he, I didn't get on 
airth here at all, but I came right slap through it. In that are 
Niagara dive, I went so everlasting deep, I thought it was just as 
short to come up fother side, so out I came in those parts. If I don't 
take the shine olr the Sea Serpent, when I get back to Boston, then 
my name's not Sam Patch). Well, says I, Professor, send for Sam 
Patch, the diver, and let him dive down and stick a torpedo in the 
bottom of the Province and blow it up; or if that won't do, send for 
some of ollr steam tow-boats from our great Eastern cities, and tow 
it out to sra; you know there's nothing our folks can't do, when 
they once fairly take hold on a thing in airnest. 

Well, that made him laugh; he seemed to forget about the nut
megs, and says he, that's a bright scheme, but it won't do; we shall 
want the Province some day, and I guess we'll buy it of King 'Vil
liam; they say he is over head and ears in debt, and owes nine hun
dred millions of pounds starling-we'll buy it, as we did Florida. In 
the meantime we must have a canal from Bay Fundy to Bay Varte, 
right through Cumberland neck, by Sl1ittyack, for our fishing vessels 
to go to Labradore. I guess you must ax leave lirst, said I. That's 
jist what I was cyphering at, says he, when you came in. I believe 
we won't ax them at all, but jist fall to and do it; its « road of 
ueedcl'slfit!/, I once heard Chief Justice Marshall of Baltimore say; 
If the people's highway is dangerous-a man may take down a fence 
-and pass through the fields as a way of nel'dcl'ssit!l" and we shall 
do it on that principle, as the way round by Isle Sable is dangerous. 
I wonder the Nova Scotians don't do it for their own convenience. 
Said I, it wouldn't make a bad speculation that. The critters don't 
know no better, said he. Well, says I, the St. John's folks, why 
don't they? for they are pretty cute chaps them. 

They remind me, say the Professor, of Jim Billings. You knew 
Jim Billings, didn't you, Mr. Slick? 0 yes, said. I, I knew him. 
It was he that made such a talk hy shipping blankets to the West 
Indies. The same, says he. 'Veil, I went to see him the other day 
at Mrs. Lecain's Boarding House, and says I, Billings, you have a 
nice location here. A plaguy sight too nice, said he. Mann Lecain 
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makes such an eternal touss about her carpets, that I have to go 
along that everlasting long entry, and down both staircases, to the 
street door to spit; and it keeps all the gentlemen a running with 
their mouths full all day. I had a real bout with a New Yorker 
this morning, I run down to the street door, and afore I seed any 
body a coming, I let go, and I vow if I didn't let a chap have it all 
over his white waistcoat. Well, he makes a grab at me, and I shuts 
the door right to on his wrist, and hopks the door chain taught, and 
leaves him there, and into Marm Lecain's bed-room like a shot, and 
hides behind the curtain. Well, he roared like a bull, till black 
Lucretia, one of the house helps, let him go, and they looked into 
all the gentlemen's rooms and found nobody-so I got out of that are 
scrape. So, what with Marm Lecain's carpets in the house, and 
other folk's waistcoats in the street, its too nice a location for me, I 
guess, so I shall up killoch and off to-morro" to the Tree mont. 

Now, says the Professor, the St. John's folks are jist like Billings, 
fifty cents would have bought him a spit box, and saved him all 
them are journeys to the street door-and a canal at Bay Varle would 
save the St. John's folks a voyage all round Nova Scotia. Why, 
they can't get at their own backside settlements, without a voyage 
most as long as one to Europe. If '1/'" had tliat are neck of land in 
Cumberland, ?I'c'd have ,; ship canal there, and a town at each end 
qj'it as big as Portland. You may talk of Solomon, said the Profes
sor, but if Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like a lily of the 
field, neither was he in all his wisdom equal in knowledge to a real 
free American citizen. Well, said I, Professor, we are a most en
lightened people, that's sartain, but somehow I don't like to hear 
you run down King Solomon neither; perhaps he warnt quite so 
wise as Uncle Sam, but then, said I (drawing close to the Professor, 
and whispering in his ear, for fear any folks in the bar room might 
hear me), but then, said I, may be he was every bit and grain as 
honest. Says he, Mr. Slick, there are some folks who think a good 
deal and say but little, and they are wise folks; and there are others 
agin, who blart right out whatever comes uppermost, and I guess 
they are pretty considerable superfined darned fools. 

And with that he turned right round, and sat down to his map, 
and never said another word, lookin' as mad as a hatter the whole 
blessed time. 
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(,HAPTER IX. 

YANKIlE E.\TJNG .\:\D HORSE FEEDI:\G. 

DID you ever heer tell of Abernethy, a British doctor'! said the Clock
maker. Frequently, said I. hewas an eminent man, and had a most 
extensive practice. 'VeIl, I reckon, he was a vulgar critter that, he 
replied, he treated the honble. Alden Gohble, secretary to our legation 
at London, dreadful bad once; and I gues, if it had been me h,' had 
used that way, I'd a fixed his flint for him, so that he'd think twice 
afore he'd fire such another shot as that arc a~ain. I'd a made him 
make tracks, I guess, as quick as a dog does a ho!.! from a potato field. 
He'd a found his way out of t he hole in the fence a pla;:y sight quicker 
than he came in, J r('("kon. 

\lis manner, said t, was certainly rather unceremoniolls at times, 
IJllt III' ,,~s so honcst and so straightforward, that no person was, I 
Ill'li"I", eler seriollslyoffended at him. [t n'{/S his way. Then 
his way was so l'!a!.!y rough, continued the Clockmaker, that he'd 
been the iJetter, if it had been hammered and mauled down smoother. 
I'd a levelled him as flat as a flounder. Pfav what was his olfence? 
said I. Billl enough you may depend. • 

The hOllble. Alden Gobble was dyspeptic, and h,' suITered great 
oneasiness arter eatin, so Ill' .~Ol'S to Abernethy for adl'ice. 'Vhat's 
lht, mattpr with you'! said the Dodor. jist that ,Yay, without even 
passing thl' time 0' day with him-'Vhat's the matter with you '! 
said he. Why, says Alden, I presllme I I,av(' the tI~ SIlt'l'sy. Ah! 
said 11(', t St'e: a Yankee swallowed Illore dollars and cents than he 
c<ln dig("!. I am an American citiz('n, says ,\Iden, with great dig
nity; I am Serretar~ to our Lpgation at the Court of SI. .Jallles. The 
devil ~ 011 are, said Abernethy; then you'll soon ~d rid of your dys
pPpsy. I don't see that are inference, said Ald .. n; it don't follow 
from what )'OU predicate at all-it an't a natural consequence, I 
~lIes" that a man should crase to be ill, \Jp('ause he is called by the 
voiet' or a rree and enlightened people to fill an important office. (The 
truth is, you could no more trap Alden than you could an Indian. 
HI' could see other folks' trail, and made none himself; he was a 
real diplomatist, and I believe our diplomatists are allowed to be the 
Ilest in the world.) But I tell you it does follow, said the Doctor; 
for in the company you'll have to keep, you'll have to eat like a 
Christian. 

It "as an everlasting pity Alden contradicted him, for he broke 
out like one ravin distracted mad. I'll be d--d, said he, if ever I 
saw a Yankee that didn't boH his food whole like a Boa Constrictor. 
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How the devil can you expect to digestti'ood, that you neither take 
the trouble to dissect, nor time to masticate 1 It's no wonder you 
lose your teeth, for you never use them; nor your digestion, for you 
overload it; nor your saliva, for you expend it on the carpets, instead 
of your food. Its disgusting, its beastly. You Yankees load your 
stomachs as a Devonshire man does his cart, as full as it can hold, 
and as fast as he can pitch it with a dung fork, and drive off; and then 
you complain that such a load of compost is too heavy for you. Dys
pepsy, eh! infernal guzzling you mean. I'll tell)'ou what, !\If. 
Secretary of Legation, take half the time to eat, that you do to drawl 
out ),our words, chew your food half as much as you do your filthy 
tobacco, and you'll be well in a month. 

I don't understand such language, said Alden (for he was fairly 
ryled, and got his dander up, and when he shows clear grit, he looks 
wicked ugly, I tell you), I don't understand such language, Sir; I 
came here to consult you professionally, and not to be--Don't un
derstand! said the Doctor, why its plain English; but here, read my 
book-and he shoved a book into Ilis hands and left him in an in
stant, standing alonr in the middle oCthe room. 

If the honble. Alden Gobble had gone ri!:ht away and demanded 
his passports, and returned home with the Legation, in one of our 
first class frigates (I guess the English would as soon see pyson as 
one 0' them are Serpents), to Washington, the President and the 
people would hay" sustained him in it, 1 guess, until an apology was 
offered for the insult to the nation. I guess if it had been me, said 
Mr. Slick, I'd a headed him afore he slipt out 0' the door and pinned 
him up agin the wall, and made him bolt his words agin, as quick as 
he throw'd 'em 11p, for I never see'd an Englishman that didn't cut 
his words as short as he does his horse's tail, close up to the stump. 

H crrtainly was very coarse and vulgar langlla!:t', and I think, said 
I, that your Secretary had just cause to be olTt'nded at such an un
gentleman-like attack, although he showed his good sense in treating 
it with the contempt it deserved. It was plagy lucky for the doctor, 
I tell you, that he cut his stick as he did, and made himself scarce, 
for Alden was an ugly customer; he'd a gin him a proper scalding
he'd a taken the bristles off his hide as clean as the skin of a spring 
shote of a pig killed at Christmas. 

The Clockmaker was evidently excited by his own story, and to 
indemnify himself for these remarks on his countrymen he indulged 
for some time in ridiculing the Nova Scotians. 

Do you see that are flock of colts, said he (as we passed one of 
those beautiful prairies that render the vallies of Nova Scotia so ver
dant and so fertile), well, I guess they keep too much of that are 
stock. I heerd an Indian one day ax a tavern keeper for some rum; 
why, Joe Spawdeeck, said he, I reckon you have got too much already. 
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Too much of any thing, said Joe, is not good, but too much rum is 
jist enough. I guess these blue-noses think so bout their horses, they 
are fairly eat up by them, out of house and home, and they are no 
good neither. They beant good saddle horses, and they beant good 
draft beasts-they are jist neither one thing nor fother. They are 
like the drink of our Connecticut folks. At mowing time they use 
molasses and water, nasty stuff only fit to catch flies-it spiles good 
water and makes bad beer. No wonder the folks are poor. Look at 
them are great dy kes; well, they all go to feed horses; and look at 
their grain fields on the upland; well, they are all sowed with oats to 
feed horses, and they buy their bread from us; so we feed the asses, 
and they feed the horses. If I had them critters on that are marsh, 
on a location of mine, I'd jist take my rifle and shoot everyone on 
them; the nasty yo necked, cat hammed, heavy headed, flat cared, 
crooked shanked, long lctIged, narrow chested, good for nothin brutes; 
they aint "'orth their keep ODe winter. I vow, I wish one of these 
blue noses, with his go-to-meetin clothes on, coat tails pinned up be
hind like a leather blind of a Shay, an old spur on one heel, and a 
pipe stuck through his hat band, mounted on one of these limber 
timbered critters, that mows its hind legs like a hen scratching gra
Yel, ,vas sot down in Broadway, in New York for a sight. Lord I I 
think I hear the 'V cst Point cadets a larfin at him. Who ,brought 
that are scarecrow out of standing corn and stuek him here? I 
guess that are citizen came from away down east of the Notch of the 
White Mountains. Here comes the Cholera doctor, from Canada
not from :Canada, I guess, neither, for he don't look liS ifhe had ever 
been alllong the rapids. If they wouldn't poke fun at him it's a pity. 

If they'd keep less horses, and more sheep, they'd have food and 
clothing, tou, instead of buying both. I vow I've larfed afore now till 
I have fairly wet myself a cryin', to see one of these folks catch a 
horse: may be he has to go two or three miles of an arrand. Well, 
down he goes on the dyke, with a bridle in one hand and an old tin 
pan in another, full of oats, to catch his beast. First he goes to one 
flock of horses, and then to another, to see if he can find his own 
critter. At last he gets sight on him, and goes softly up to him, 
shakin' of his oats, and a coaxin' him, and jist as he goes to pul his 
hand upon him, away he starts all head and tail, and the rest with 
him; that starts another flock, and they set a third off and at last 
every troop on 'em goes, as if Old Nick was arter them, till they 
amount to two or three hundred in a drove. Well, he chases them 
clear across the Tantramer marsh, seven miles good, over ditches, 
creeks, mire holes, and flag ponds, and then they turn and take a fair 
chase for it back again seven miles more. By this time, I presume 
they are all pretty considerably well tired, and Blue Nose, he goes 
and gets up all the men folks in the neighbourhood, and catches his 
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beast, as they do a moose arter he is fairly run down; so he runs 
fourteen miles, to ride two, because he is in a tarnation hurry. It's 
e'en a most equal to eatin' soup with a fork, when you are short of 
time. It puts me in mind of catching birds by sprinkling salt on their 
tails; it's only one horse a man can ride out of half a dozen, arter 
all. One has no shoes, t'other has a colt, one arnt broke, another 
has a sore back, while a fifth is so eternal cunnin, all Cumberland 
couldn't catch him, till winter drives him up to the barn for food. 

Most of them are dyke marshes have what they call' honey pots' 
in 'em; that is a deep hole all full of squash, where you can't find no 
bottom. Well, every now and then, when a feller goes to look for his 
horse, he sees his tail a stickin' right out an eend, from one of these 
honey pots, and wavin' like a head of broom corn; and sometimes 
you see two or three trapped there, e'en a most smothered, everlastin' 
tired, half swimmin', half wad in' , like rats in a molasses cask. When 
they find 'em in that are pickle, they go and get ropes, and tie 'em 
tight round their necks, and half hang 'em to make 'em float, and 
then haul 'em out. Awful looking critters they be, you may depend, 
when they do come out; for all the world like half drowned kittens 
-all slinkey slimey-with their great long tails glued up like a swab 
of oakum dipped in tar. If they don't look foolish it's a pity! Well, 
they have to nurse these critters all winter, with hot mashes, warm 
covering, and what not, and when spring comes, they mostly die, 
and if they don't, they are never no good arter. I wish with alJ my 
heart half the horses in the country were barrelled up in these here 
, honey pots,' and then there'd be near about one half too many left 
for profit. Jist look at one of these barn yards in the spring-half a 
dozen half-starved coits, with their hair looking a thousand ways 
for Sunday, and their coats hangin' in tatters, and half a dozen good 
for nothin' old horses, a crowdin' out the cows and sheep. 

Can you wonder that people who keep such an unprofitable stock. 
come out of the small eend of the horn in the long run? 

CHAPTER X. 

THE ROAD TO A WOMAN'S HEART-THE BROKEN HEART. 

As we approached the Inn at Amherst, the Clock maker grew un
easy. Its pretty well on in the evening, I guess, said he, and Marm 
Pugwash is as onsartin in her temper as a mornin in April; its all 
sunshine or alJ clouds with her, and if she's in one of her tantrums, 
she'll stretch out her neck and hiss, like a goose with a flock of gos
lins. I wonder what on airth Pugwash was a t.llinkin on, when he 
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signed articles of partnership with that are woman; she's not a bad 
lookin piece of furniture neither, and its a proper pity sich a clever 
woman should carry sllch a stiff upper lip-she reminds me of our 
old minister Joshua Hopewell's apple trees. 

The old minister had an orchard of most particular gootl fruit, for he 
was a great hand at buddin, grartin, and what not, and the orchard (it 
was on the south side of the house) stretched ri;:ht up to the road. 
\Vell, there were some tre,·s hun!; over the fence·, I nel','r seed such 
hearers, the apples hung in ropes, for all the world lilw strings of 
onions, antl the fruit was beautiful. Nobody touchet! the minister's 
apples, and when other folks lost their'n from the boys, his'n always 
hung there like bait to a hook, but there IWlt'\' was so lIluch as a 
nibble at em. So 1 said to him one day, :\Ii"i,It'r, said 1, hllwon 
airth do you manage to keep your fruit that's so exposed, when no 
one else cant do it nohow. "'hy, say" he, they arc drl'atlful prt'lly 
fruit, ant they? I ('!1Il'SS, said I, there ant the like on 'elll in all Con
necticut. 'Yell. says lit'. I'll tell YOll the secret. bllt )Oll needn't let 
on to no OIl<' about it. That an' row next the fellct' I ~raftl'd it my
self, I took great pains 10 gt'l the ri.~11I kintl, I sellt clean up to Rox
berry, amI away down 10 Squaw-neck Cn'l'k (I was afeard he was 
agoin to give me day alld date for "wry grart, beine: a terrible long
wintletl man in his slories), so sa~ s I. I know that, min isler, vut how 
do you pn'sl'flt' them'~ "'hy r was a goin' to tell YOII, said he, ~vhen 
you stopped lilt'. That arc outward row I grafff'd mysrlf with the 
choicest I cOllld find, antl I succce(]f'd. They arc hcautiful. Lilt so 
eternal SOllr, no human s01l1 can eat thclIl. 'Veil, the bOIS (hink Ih,' 
old minister's graftin has all succeedpd about as wpll as (hat row, and 
thcy sarch no farther. They snicker at my graftin, anti 1 laugh in 
my slecyc, I ~IICSS, at their penetration. 

Now, Manu PU'c(wash is like the Minister's apples, very temptin 
fruit to look at, Lilt d,'s[lt'rale sour. If llrrgwash had a watery mouth 
when hc married, I ~rrl'SS its preLly puckery by this time. However, 
if shc goes to act 1I~ll' I'll ~iye her a dose of' soft sawder,' that will 
takc the frown Ollt of her frontispiece, and make her dial-plate as 
smooth as a lick of ropal varnish. Its a pity she's such a kickin' 
devil, too, for she has good points-good eye-foot-neat pastern
fine chest-a clean set of limbs, and carries a gootl--. But here 
we are, now you'll sec what· soft sawder' will do. 

When we entered the house, the traveller:s room was all in dark
ness, and on opcning the opposite door into the sitting room, wc found 
the female part of the family extinguishing the fire for the night. 
Mrs. Pugwash had a vroom in hcr hand, and was in the a~t (the last 
art of female housewifery) of sweeping the hearth. Thestrong flicker
ing light of the fire, as it fell upon her tall fine figurc and beautiful 
face, revealed a creafurc worthy o(the Clockmaker's comments. 
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Good evening, Marm, said 1\Ir. Slick, how do you do, and how's 
Mr. Pugwash? He, said she, why he's been abed this hour, you 
~on't expect to disturb him this time of night I hope. Oh no, said 
Mr. Slick, certainly not, and I am sorry to have disturbed you, but 
we got detained longer than we expected j I am sorry that --. So 
am I, said she, but if Mr. Pugwash will keep an inn when he has no 
occasion to, his family can't expect no rest. 

Here the Clockmaker, seeing the storm gathering, stooped down 
suddenly, and staring intently, held out his hand and exclaimed, Well, 
if that aint a beautiful child-come here, my little man, and shake 
hands along with me-well, I declare, if that are little feller a1nt the 
finest .child I ever seed-what, not abed yet? ah, you rogue, where 
did you get them are pretly rosy cheeks; stole them from mamma, 
eh? W(,II, I "ish myoId molher could sec that child, it is such a 
treat. In our country, said he, turning to me, the children arc all 
as pale as chalk, or as yaller as an orange. Lord, that are little feller 
would be a show in our country-comc to me, Illy man. Here the 
, sort sawder' began to operate. Mrs. Pug wash said in a milder tone 
than we had yet heard, ' Go, my dear, to the gentleman-go, dear.' 
Mr. Slick kissl'd him, askpd him if he would ~o to the States along 
with him, told him all the little girls there would fall in love with 
him, for they didn't s('(' such a beautiful face once in a month of Sun
days. Black eyes-let me see-ah mamma's PYl1S too, and black 
hair also j as I am alh'e, why you arc a mamma's own boy, the very 
image of mamma. Do be seated, gent\"ll1en, said Mrs. Pugwash.:
Sally, make a fire in the next room. She ought to be proud of you, 
he continued. Well, if I live to rdurn here, I must paint your face, 
and hale it put on my clocks, and our folks will buy the clocks for 
the sake of the face. Did you ever see, said he, again addressing 
me, such a likeness betw~en one human and another, as between this 
beautiful little boy and his mother. I am sure you have had no 
supper, said Mrs. Pugwash to mc; you IIlUSt be hungry and weary, 
too-I am sorry to gil'c you so much trouble, said J. Not the least 
trouble in the world, she rrplied, on the contrary, a pleasure. 

We were then shewn into the next room, where the fire was now 
blazing up, but Mr. Slick protested he could not proceed without the 
little boy, and lingered behind me to ascertain his age, and concluded 
by asking the child if he had any aunt that looked like mamma. 

As the door closed, Mr. Slick said, it's a pity she don't go weIl in 
gear. The difficulty with those critters is to get them to start, arter 
that there is no trouble with them if you don't check 'em too short. 
If you do, they'll stop again, run back and kick like mad, and thcn 
Old Nick himself wouldn't start 'cm. Pugwash, I guess, don't under
stand the natur of the critter: she'\Inever go kind in harness for him. 
When I see (/ child, said the Cloc!,;/IIa!,;t!I', I always feel safe 7vitlt 
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these lI'olllt'njidk .. for I have a[Il'((!}s found that the road to a mo
man's hcart lies through her rhild. 

You seem, said I, to understand the female heart so well, I make 
no doubt you arc a general favourite among the fair sex. Any man, 
he replied, that understands horses, has a pretty considerable fair 
knowledge of women, for they are just alike in temper, and require 
the very identical same treatment. Incourage the timid ones, be 
gcntle and stcad!} rvith the fraetiolls, but lather the sulk!} ones like 

1Jla:::es. 
People talk an everlasting sight of nonsense about wine, women, 

and horses. I've bought and sold 'em all, I've traded in all of them, 
and I tell you, there aint one in a thousand that knows a grain about 
either on 'em. You hear folks say, Oh, such a man is an ugly 
grained critter, he'll break his wife's heart; jist as if a woman's heart 
was as brittle as a pipe stalk. The female heart, as far as my ex
perience r.:oes. is just like a new India Rubber Shoe; you may pull 
and pull at it, \ill it stret .. hes out a yard long, and then let go, and 
it willl1y right bJ .. k to its old shape. Their hearts are made of stout 
leather, I tell you; there is a pia guy sir.:ht of wear in 'em. 

I never knowed hut 11I1e case of a broken heart, and that was in 
tolller sex, one 'Vashington Banks. lie was a sneezer. He was tall 
enough to spit down on the heads of your grenadiers, and ncar about 
high enough to wade across Charlestown River, and as strong as a 
tow-hoat. I guess he was somewhat less than a foot longer than the 
moral law and catechism too. lIe was a perfect pictur of a man; you 
coulJn't fait him in no particular; he was so just a made critter; 
folks used to run to the winder when he passed, and say there goes 
Washington Banks, beant he lovely'! I do believe there wasn't a 
gall in the Lowell factories, that warn't in love with him. Some
timps, at intermission, on Sahbath days ,,,hen they all came out 
togl'flH'r (an amasin hansom sight too, near about a whole congre
gation of young 'galls), Banks used 10 say, " I vow, young ladies, I 
wish [ had five hundrcJ arms to rl'ciprocate one with each of you; 
but I reckon I have a heart big enough for you all; it's a whapper, 
you may dl'pend, anJ every mite and morsel of it at your service." 
Well, how 00 you ad,Mr. Banks, half a thousand little clipper clapper 
tongues would say, all at the same time, and their dear little eyes 
sparklin,' like so many stars twinklin' of a frosty night. 

'Veil, whl'll I last see'J him, he was all skin and bone, like a horse 
turned out to die. He was teetotally del1eshed, a mere walkin' ske
leton. 1 am dreadful sorry, says I, to see you, Banks, lookin so 
peecked; why you look like a sick turkey hen, all legs; what on 
airth ails you? I am Jyill, says he, of a broken he{(rt. What, says 
I, have the galls heen jiltin YOll? No, no, says he, I beant such a 
fool as that neither. 'V rll, savs J. have vou made a had sner.nl!it.inn? 
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No, says he, shakin his head, I hope I have too much clear grit in 
me to take on so bad for that. What under the sun is it, then? said 
I. Why, says he, I made a bet the fore part of summer with Lef
tenant Oby Knowles, that I could shoulder the best bower of the 
Constitution frigate. I won my bet, but the anchor 1/'as so eternal 
heavy it broke my heart. Sure enough he did die that very fall, and 
he was the only instance I ever heerd tell of a broken heart. 

CHAPTER XI. 

CrMBERL.\ND OYSTERS PRODUCE ~lELANCHOLY FOREBODINGS. 

THE 'sift sllll'iler' of the Clock maker had operated cffectually on 
the beauty of Amherst, our lovely hostess of Pugwash's Inn: indeed, 
I am inclined to think with Mr. Slick, that' the road to a woman's 
heart lies through her child,' from the effect produced upon her by the 
praise bestowed on her infant boy. 

I was musing on this feminine susceptibility to flattery, when the 
door opened, and Mrs. Pugwash entered, dressed in her sweetest 
smiles, and her best cap, an auxiliary by no means required by her 
eharms, which, like an Italian sky, when unclouded, are unrivalled 
in splendour. Approaching me, she said, with an irresistible smile, 
Would you like Mr.--(here there was a pause, a hiatus, evi
dently intended for me to fill up with my name; but that no per
son knows, nor do I intend they shall; at Medley's Hotel, in Halifax, 
I was known as the stranger in No. I. The attention that incognito 
procured for me, the importance it gave me in the eyes of the master 
of the house, its lodgers, and servants, is indescribable. It is only great 
people who travel in cog. State travelling is inconvenient and slow; 
the constant weight of form and etiquette oppresses at once the strength 
and the spirits. It is pleasant to travel unobserved, to stand at ease, 
or exchange the full suit for thc undress coat and fatigue jacket, 
Wherever, too, there is mystery thereis illlportance: there is no know
ing for whom I may be mistaken-but let me once give my humble 
cognomen and occupation, and I sink immediately to my own level, 
to a plebeian station and a vulgar name: not even my beautiful hos
tess, nor my inquisitive fricnd. the Clock maker , who calls me' Squire'. 
shall ex-tract that secret!) Would you like, Mr.--Indeed I would, 
said I, Mrs. Pugwash, pray be seated, and tell me what it is. WOldd 
you like a dish of superior Shittyacks for supper? Indeed I would, said 
I, again laughing; but pray tell me what it is? Laws me! said she 
with a stare, where have you been all your days, that you never 
heard of our Shittyack Oysters? I thought every body had beeI'd 
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ol'them, I brg pardon, said I, lout I understood at Halifax, that the 
only oysters in this part of the world \\ ('re found on the shores of 
Prince Edwal'll Island. Oh! dear no, said our hostess, they are 
found all alon:; the roast from Shittyack, through Bay ofVartes, away 
to H.amshav. The lattcr wc seldom gd, thou:;h the best; there is 
no regular "conreyance, and when tht'Y do corne, they are generally 
shellt'd and in kegs, and ne\ er in good order. I have not had a real 
good namsliay ill Illy house these two ~pars, sineI' Governor Mait
land was here; hc was amazin fond of them, and Lawyer Tolkemdeaf 
sent his carriagp IIJt're on purpose to procure them fresh for him. 
Now \w can't .'11'1 thcm, but \\t' hare the Shittyacks in perfection; 
say the word alltl I Iil'Y shall be sen I'd lip immediately. 

A goo(1 dish :lI!d an IInexpected dish is most acceptable, and cer
tainly my AlllI'rican frielld and mysrlf Ilid amplc jll.,li('e to the Oys
tl'\'S, which, if tilt') ha\e Ilot so el:'ssil',,1 a nalIlP, ha\e 'Iuite as good 
a tla\our a, Ih/'ir far-famed brethren of :\tilton. ~Ir. Slick eat so 
hearlily, that "hen he f1'snmed his ('onYcrsation, he indulged in the 
nltls! melancholy forebodings. 

Did Y(lll ''''I' that arp lIi!.!!.!I'r, said hc, that removed the Oyster 
sllt'lk? well, h .. ', 011(' of om Chesapicl\ers, onc "I' G('llcral CufTy's 
slaH's. I wish Admiral COC!.bllfll hatl a taken tlll'lIl all ofTour hands 
at the sallle ratc, \\,,' made a 1'1'1''') :.:noLi sillc of Ihpll1 are black 
callk, I f.:UI',', to till' nrilisil; I wish we wefl' ,,('II rid of 'ern all. 
The Blacks awl the !{"hilt·s in thl' Slalt's show their tpclh and snarl, 
they are jist ready to ("ill to. Thc Protestallts ((lid ('«lllIIlies begin 
to lay h;,,'k their p:lrs, allli tllrn tail for kickin. Til,' Abolitionists 
«lid I'I'IIIlas are at il likc t\\O blllls in a pastul'. JI"h-llIJl' and 
LII"I'h-IIlIl' art' working li!.e yeasl in a barrel, and frolhing at the 
bUIl~-I\OI('. ,\ 'llll(ficlItio)/ IIl1d TIII'(U' arc likt' a charcoal pit, all 
('O\l'H't! up, but burning insidc, and scnding out smoke at evcry 
<'fack enough to stille a horsp. (;"IIITlti (fOCI'I'IIi//{' Itt aud !~:Iat(' Go
/'('1'/1 III l'1I1 P\t'ry 110\\ and thl'n ',\\1;11'1' otT and sparr, and thl' first 
blow ,.:i\ I'n will hrillg a gClluinc .s!,!-Io. • .... '/lIi'11I8 Rl'i'l'I//lI' is another 
bone of conlclliion ; li!.I' a shin of bed throwna 1I10ng a pack of dogs, 
it \\;11 sd Ihe \\ hole on 'em by lhc ears, 

\'''Ii ha\·c hccr'd tt'll of cotton rags dipt in turpentine, hayn't you, 
ho\\' they produce combustion '? \,"1'11, I guess we hare the clements 
of Spolltalleolls comhustion allIong us in abunuance; "hell it docs 
hreak out, if Y"II don't sec an eruption of human gore worse than 
Etna laya, then I'm mistaken. There'll be the very devil to pay, 
that's a facl. I eXi,ed the blacks will butchcr the Southern whites, 
an(1 lIlt' Norlhernl'rs will han' to turn O\lt and lmtcher them again; 
and all this shoot, hang, cut, stah, and burn husincss, will sweeten 
our folks' temper, as raw meat does that of a dog-it fairly makes 
me sick to think on it. The explosion may cll'al' the air again, and 
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all be tranquil once more, but its an even chance if it don't leave us 
the three steam-boat options, to be blown sky high, to be scalded to 
death, or drowned. 

If this sad picture you have drawn be indeed true to nature, how 
does your country, said I, appear so attractive, as to draw to it so 
large a portion of our population? It tante its attraction, said the 
Clockmaker; its nolhin but its power of suction; it is a great whirl
pool-a great vortex-it drags all the straw, and chips, and floating 
sticks, drift wood and trash into it. The small crafts are sucked in, 
and whirl round and round like a squirrel in a cage-they'll never 
come out. Bigger ones pass through at certain times of tide, and can 
come in and out with good pilotage, as they do at Hell Gate up the 
Sound. 

You astonish me, said I, beyond measure; both your previous con
versations with me, and the concurrent testimony of all my friends 
who have visited the States, give a different view of it. Your friends.' 
said the Clockmaker, with such a tone of ineffable contempt, that I 
felt astrong inclination to knock him down for his insolence-your 
friends! Ensigns and leftenants, I guess, from the British marchin 
regiments in the Colonies, that run over five thousand m1les of coun
try in five weeks, on leave of absence, and then return, lookin as wise 
as the monkey that had seen the world. When they get back they 
are so chock full of knowledge of the Yankees, that it runs over of 
itself, like a hogshead of molasses, rolled about in hot weather-a 
white froth and scum bubbles out of the bung; wishy washy trash 
they call tours, sketches, travels, letters, and what not; vapid stuff, 
jist sweet enough to catch flies, cockroaches, and half-fledged galls. 
It puts me in mind of my French. I larnt French at night school one 
winter, of our minister, Joshua Hopewell (he was the most larned 
man ofthe age, for he taught himself een amost every language in 
Europe) ; well, next spring, when I went to Boston, I met a French
man, and I began to jabber away French to him: 'Polly woes a 
french shay,' says I. I don't understand Yankee yet, says he. You 
don't understand! says I, why its French. I guess you didn't expect 
to hear such good French, did you, away done east here? but we speak 
it real well, and its generally allowed we speak English, too, better 
than the British. Oh, says he, you one very droll Yankee, dat very 
good joke, Sare: you talk Indian and call it French. But, says I, Mister 
Mount shear, it is French, I vow; real merchantable, without wainy 
edge or shakes-all clear stuff; it will pass survey in any market
its ready stuck and seasoned. Oh, very like, says:he, bowin as polite 
as a black waiter at New Orieens, very like, only I never heerd it 
afore; oh, very good French dat-clear stuff, no doubt, but I no 
understand-its all my fault, I dare say, Sare. 

3 
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Thinks I to myse-If, a nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse, r 
sec how the cat jumps-Minister knows so many languages he hant 
heen particular enough to keep 'em in separate parcels, and mark 'em 
on the back, and they've got mixed, and sure enough I found my 
French was so overrun with other sorts, that it was better to lose the 
whole crop than to go to weedin, for as fast as I pulled up any strange 
seeulin, it would grow right up agin as quick as wink, if there was 
the least hit of root in the world left in the ground, so I left it all rot 
on the field. 

There is no way so goou to larn French as to live among 'em, and 
if yOUll'llllt to understand us, ?JOlt must lil'c alllong liS, too; your 
Halls, iIamiitons, and Dc Rouses, and such critters, what can they 
know of us? Can a chap catch a likeness flying along a railroad? 
can he even sec the featnrs? Old Admiral Anson once axed one of 
our folks afore our glorious llevolution (if the British had a known us 
a little grain h·tter at that time, they wouldn't have got whipped 
like a sack as they uid then) where he came from? From the Che
sapeeke, said he. Aye, nY!', said the Admiral, from the West 
ludic.>. I Iilless, said the Southancr, YOll may have heen clean round 
the Il"lIrld, Admiral, but you have been plaguy little in it, not to know 
bettcr nor that. 

I shot a wild goose at River Philip last year, with the rice of 
Yarginey fresh in his crop: he must have cracked on near ahout as fast 
as them other geese, the British travellers. Which know'd the most 
of the country they passed over, do you suppose? I guess it was 
much of a muchness-near ahout six of one, and a half dozen of 
tother; two eyes aint much better than one, if they are hoth hlind. 

No, if you want to know all about us and the blue noses (a pretty 
considerable share of Yankee blood in them too, I tell you; the old 
stock come from New England, and the breed is tolerable pure )'et, near 
about one half apple scarce, and tother half molasses, all except 10 the 
Easlerd, where there is a cross of the Scotch), jist ax me and I'll tell 
you canuidly. I'm not one of them that can't see no good points in my 
neighbour's critter, and no had ones in my own; I've seen too much of 
the world for that, I guess. Indeed, in a general way, I praise other 
folk's beasts, and keep dark ahout my own. Says I, when I meet Blue 
Nose motlntCll, that's a real smart horse of your'n, put him out, I 
guess he'll trot like mad. 'Yell, he lets him have the spur, and the 
critter docs his IIcst, and then I pass him like a streak of lightning 

, with mine. The feller looks all taken aback at that. Why, says he, 
that's a real clipper of your'n, I vow. l\liddlin, says I, (quite co.ol, 
as if I Jlad heard that are same thing a thousand times), he's good 
enollgh for me, jist a fair trotter, and nothin to brag of. That goes 
near about as far agin in a general way, as a crackin and a boastin 
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does. Never tell folks you can go a head on 'em, but do it; it spare" 
a great deal of talk, and helps them to save their breath to cool their 
broth. 

No, if you want to know the inns and the outs of the Yankees-I've 
wintered them ar.d summered them; I know all their points, shape, 
make, and breed; I'ye tried 'em alongside of other folks, and I know 
where they fall short, where they mate 'em, and where they have 
the advantage, about as well as some who think they know a plaguy 
sight more. It tante them that stare the most, that sec the best 
alwa~'s, I guess. Our folks have their faults, and I know them ( I 
warn't born blind, I reckon), but your friends, the tour writers, an' 
a little grain too hard on us. Our old niggcr wench had several 
dirty, ugly lookin children, and was proper cross to 'cm. Mother 
used to say, 'Juno, its better 1l1'1X/" to Iript' a r/ti{,rs nose at all, 1 
'}uess, than to /l'rin.1J it off.' 

CHAPTER XII. 

THE AlIlERICAN E.\GLE. 

JIST look out of the door, sllid the Clockmaker, and sec what a 
beautiful night it is, how calm, how still, how clear it is, beant it 
lovely 'I-I like to look up at them are stars, when I am away from 
home, they put me in mind of our national flag, and it is generally 
allowed to be the first flag in the univarse now. The British can 
whip all the world, and we can whip the British. Its ncar about 
the prettiest sight I know of, is one of our first class frigates, manned 
with our free and enlightened citizens, all ready for sea; it is like 
the great American Eagle, on its perch, balancing itself for a start 
on the broad expanse of blue sky, afeared of nolhin of its kind, and 
president of all it surveys. It was a good emblem that we chose, 
warn't it'! 

There was no evading so direct, and, at the same time, so con
ceited an appeal as this. Certainly, said I, the emblem was well 
chosen. I was particularly struck with it on observing the device 
on your naval buttons during the last war-an eagle with an anchor 
in its claws. That was a natural idea, taken from an ordinary 
occurrence: a bird purloining the anchor of a frigate-an article so 
useful and necessary for the food of its young. It was well chosen, 
and exhibited great taste and judgment in the artist. The emblem is 
more appropriate than you are aware of-boasting of what you 
cannot perform-grasping at what you cannot attain-an emblem of 
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arrogance and weakness, of ill-directed ambition and vulgar preten
sion. 

It is a common phrase, said he, (with great composure) among 
seamen, to say' damn your buttons,' and I guess its natural for you 
to say so of the buttons of our navals; I guess you have a right 
to that are oath. Its a sore subject, that, I reckon, and I believe 
I hadn't ought to have spoken of it to you at all. Brag is a good 
dog, but hold fast is a belter one. 

He was evidently annoyed, and with his usual dexterity gave vent to 
his feelings by a sally upon the blue-noses, who, he says, are a cross of 
English and Yankee, and therefore first cousi ns to us both. Perhaps, 
said he, that are eagle might with more propriety have been taken off 
as perched on an anchor, instead of holding it in his claws, and I think it 
would have been more nateral ; but I suppose it was some stupid foreign 
artist lhat made that are blunder-I never seed one yet that was 
equallo ourn. If that Eagle is represented as trying what III' cant 
do, its an honourable ambition arter all, but these blue-noses 
wont try ,,,hat they can do. They put me in mind of a great 
big hulk of a horse in a cart, that wont put his shoulder to the 
collar at all for all the lambastin in the world, but turns his head 
round and looks at you, as much as to say, 'what an everlastin 
heavy thing an empty cart is, isn't it'!' An Owl should lie tlll'ir 
('IIIUClII, ({l1d the motto, 'He slaps all the days of his lijt'.' The 
whole country is like this night; beautiful to look at, but silent as 
the grave-still as death, asleep, becalmed. 

If the sea was always calm, said he, it would pyson the univarse ; 
no soul clIuld breathe the air, it would be so uncommon bad. Stag
nant watrr is always onpleasant, but salt water, when it gets tainted, 
beats all natur; motion keeps it sweet and wholesome, and that our 
minister lIsed to say is one of the 'wonders of the great deep.' 
This province is stagnant; it tante deep, like still water neithel', 
for its shaller enough, gracious knows, but it is motionless, noise
less, lifeless. If you have ever been to sea in a calm, you'd know 
what a plagy tiresome thing it is for a man that's in a hurry. An 
everlasting flappin of the sails, and a creakin of the booms, and 
an onsteady pitchin of the ship, and folks Iyin about Jozin away 
their time, and the sea a heavin a long heavy swell, like the breathin 
of the chist of some great monster asleep. A passenger wonders the 
sailors are so plagy easy about it, and he goes a lookin out east, 
and a spyin out west, to see if there's any chance of a breeze, 
and says to himself, 'Well, i£ this aint dull music its a pity.' 
Then how streaked he feels when he sees a steamboat a clipping 
it. by him like mad, and the folks on board pokin fun at him, and 
askin him if he has any word to send home. Well, he says, if 
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any soul ever catches me on board a sail vessel again, when I can 
go by steam, I'll give him leave to tell me of it, that's a fact. 

That's partIy the case here. They are becalmed, and they see 
us going a head on them, till we are een almost out of sight; yet 
they han't got a steamboat, and they han't got a rail-road; indeed, 
I doubt if one half op 'em ever seed or heerd tell of one or tother 
of them. I never seed any folks like 'em except the Indians, and 
they wont even so much as look-they havn't the least morsel of 
curiosity in the world; from which one of ourun itarian preachers 
( they are dreadful hands at doubtin them. I dont doubt but that 
some day or another, they will doubt whether everything aint a 
doubt) in a very learned work, doubts whether they were ever 
descended from Eve at all. Old marm Eve's children, he says, 
are all lost, it is said, in consequence of too much curiosity, while 
these copper coloured folks are lost from havin too little. How can 
they be the same? Thinks I, that may be logic, old Dubersome, 
hut it an't sense, don't extremes meet? Now, these blue-noses 
have no motion in 'em, no enterprise, no spirit, and if any critter 
shows any symptoms of activity, they say he is a man of no 
judgment, he's speculative, he's a schemer, in short, he's mad. 
They vegitate like a lettuce plant in sarse garden, they grow tall and 
spindlin, run to seed right off, grow as bitter as gaul, and die. 

A gall once came to our minister to hire as a house help; says she, 
Minister, I suppose you don't want a young lady to do chamber busi
ness and breed worms, do you? For I've half a mind to take a spell 
at livin out (she meant, said the Clockmaker, house work and 
rearing silk worms). My pretty mlliden, says he, a pattin her on 
the cheek (for I've often observed old men always talk. kinder plea
sant to women), my pretty maiden, where was you brought up? 
Why, says she, I guess I warn't brought at all, I growrI up. Under 
what platform, says he (for he was very particular that all his 
house helps should go to his meetin ), under what Church platform? 
Church platform, says she, with a toss of her head like a young colt 
that got a check of the curb, I guess I warn't raised under a platform 
at all, but in as good a house as yourn, grand as you be.-You said 
well, said the old minister, quite shocked, when you said you growd 
up, dear, for you have grown up in great ignorance. Then I guess 
you had better get a lady that knows more than me, says she, that's 
flat. I reckon I am every bit and grain as good as you be-If I 
dont understand a bum-byx (silk worm) both feedin, breedin, and 
rcarin, then I want to know who does, that's all; church platform, 
indeed, says she, I guess you were raised under a glass frame in 
March, and transplanted on Independence day, warn't you? And 
off she sot, lookin as scorney as a London lady, and leavin the poor 
minister standin starin like a stuck pig. Well, well, says he, a liftin 
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up both hands, ~nd turnin up the whites of his eyes like a duck in 
thunder, if that don't bang the bush! I It fairly beats sheep shearin, 
after the blackberry bushes have got the wool. It does, I vow; 
them are the tares them Unitarians sow in our grain fields at night; 
I guess they'll ruinate the crops Ft, and make the grounds so ever
lastill foul, we'll have to pare the sod and burn it, to kill the roots. 
Our fathers sowed the right seed here in the wilderness, and watered 
it with their tears, and "atched over it with fastin and prayer, and 
now its fairly run out, that's a fact, I snore. Its got choaked up 
with all sorts oflrash in natur, I deelare. Dear, dear, I vow I never 
seell the beat 0' that in all my born days. 

Now the blue noses are like that are gall; they have grown up, 
and grown up in ignorance of many thin~s they hadn't ought not to 
know; nnd its ns hard to teneh grcmn IIp folks as it is to break a six 
year old horse; and they do ryle one's temper so-they act so ugly 
thnt it temps one SOllldillH'S to break their confounded neells-its 
nenr abollt as much trouble as its worth. What remedy is there 
for all this supineness, said I; how can these people be awakened out 
of their ignorant slothfulness, into active exertion? The remedy. 
said :\Ir, Slit'k, it at hanll-its already workin its own cllre. They 
mllst n-r,-d,- hefore our free and enlif.\htened citizens like the Indians: 
our folks will buy the III out, and they must gin) plnee to a more 
intelligent nnd ne-lil'l' people. They must go to the lands of Labra
dor, or he located IJack of C:1natia; they cnll hold on there a few years, 
until the wave of C'il ili.(ation rcachcs them, and then they must move 
again as the savages do. It is decreed; I hcar th" 1Hlsle of destiny 
a soun<lin of tI"'ir re/rca!, ns plain as anything. Congress will sile 
them a nllH,,'s~;ion of bnt!, if thcy petition, away to Alleghany back
side territory, and !!r;mt thclll relict' for a few 1'ears; for we are out 
of deht, and lIon't I,now what to do with "iiI' su~plus revenue. The 
only way to shame them, that I know, \\ould bc to snf\'e thclll as 
uncle Enoch sarved a neighbour of his in Yarginv. 

There was a lady Ihat had a plantation near "hand to his'n, and 
there was only a small ri\ l'f atwixt the two houses, so thnt folks coulll 
]JCnr each other talk n('l'oss it. \V I'll, she was a dreadful cross
grained woman, a real catamount, as ,;1\':1,"e as as he bear that has 
cubs, an old farrow critter, as ugly as sin, and one that both hooked 
and kicked too-a most particular omnarciful she-devil, that's a fact. 
She used to h,l\" some of her Diggers tied lip every day, and flogged 
ullcommon severe, and their scrt'ams and screeches were horrid-nu 
,"II! could stalld it; nothin was heerd all day, hut oh lord, Jlisslls.' 
oit lord, JIi,\",,,, ! Enoch was fairly sid, of the sOllnd, for he was a 
t.·lIJl'1'-i,eJl'let! man, nnd says he to her one day, Now do, marm, 
find out some other place to tiil e your cattle the cowskin, for it wor
ries me 10 hear 'em take on so drcadfull.Jad-I caD't stand it .. I YOW; 
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they are flesh and blood as well as we be, though the meat is a diffe
rent colour; but it was' no good-she jist up and told him to mind 
bis own business, and she guessed she'd mind hern. He was deter
mined to shame her out of it; so one mornin arter breakfast he goes 
into the cane field, and says he to Lavander, one of the black over
seers, Muster up the. whole gang of slaves, every soul, and bring 
'em down to the wippin post, the whole stock of them, bulls, cows, 
and calves. 'Yell, away goes Lavender, and drives up all the nig
gers. Now you catch it, says he, you lazy villains; I tole you so many 
a time-I tole you Massa he lose all patience wid you, you good for 
nothin rascals. I grad, upon my soul, I werry grad; you mind now 
what old Lavender say anoder time. (The black overseers are 
always the most cruel, said the Clockmake,r; they have no sort of 
feeling for their own people. ) 

'Veil, when they were gathered there according to orders, they 
looked streaked enough you may depend, thinkin they were going to 
get it all round, and the wenches they fell to a cr)'in, wringin their 
hands, and boo-hooing like mad. Lavender was there with his 
cowskin, grinnin like a chessy cat, and cracking it about, ready for 
business. Pick me out, says Enoch, four that have the loudest voices; 
hard matter dat, Massa, dey all talk loud, dey all lub talk more 
better nor work-de idle villains; better gib 'em all a little tickel, 
jist to teach 'em lad on tother side of de mouth: dat side bran new, 
they never use it yet. Do as I oder you, Sir, said Uncle, or I'll hare 
you triced up, you cruel old rascal you. 'Vhen they were picked 
out and,sot by themselves, they hanged their heads, and looked like 
sheep goin to the shambles. Now, says Uncle Enoch, my Pickinin
flies, do you sing out, as loud as Niagara, at the very tip eend of 
your voice-

Don't kill a nigger, pray, 
Let him lib anoder day. 

Oh Lord M,ssus-Ol. Lord Missus. 

My back be very sore, 
No stand it any morc. 

Uh Lord Missus-Oh Lord Missus. 

r And all the rest of you join chorus, as loud as you can baul, Oft 
Lord Missus. The black rascals understood the joke real well. 
They larfed ready to split their sides: they fairly lay down on the 
ground, and rolled over and over with lafter. Well, when they came 
to the chorus, Olb Lord JJissus, if they didn't let go, its a pity. 
They made the river ring agin-they were heerd clean out to sea. 
All the folks ran out of the Lady's House, to see "haton airth ,vas 
the matter on Uncle Enoch's plantation-they thought there was 
8ctHly a rebellion there; but when they listened awhile, and heerd it. 
over and over again, they took the hint and returned a larlin in their 
sleeves, Says they, Master Enoch Slick, he upsides with Missus this 
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hitch any how. Uncle never heerd anything more of Ok Lord 
Missus, after that. Yes, they ought to be shamed out of it, those 
blue-noses. When reason fails to convince, there is nothin left but 
ridicule. If they have no ambition, apply to their feelings, clap a 
blister on their pride, and it will do the business. Its like a puttin 
ginger under a horse's tail; it makes him carry up real handsum, I 
tell you. When I was a boy, I was always late to school; well, 
father's preach in I did'nt mind much, but I never could bear to hear 
mother say. Why Sam, are you actilly up for all day'! Well, I hope 
your airly risin won't hurt you, I declare. 'Vhat on airth is agoin 
to happen now? Well, wonders will never cease. It raised my dan
der; at last says I, Now, mother, don't say that are any more for 
it makes me feel ugly, and I'll get up as airly as any on you; and so 
I did, and I soon found what's worth knowin in this life, An aid!! 
start lIIlIk'·8 (,liS!! stages. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

1111, CLOCK~IAKER'S OPINION OF-H.\L1FAX. 

TilE next morning was warmer than several that had preceded it. 
It was one of those uncommonly fine days that distinguish an Ame
rican autumn. I guess, said Mr. Slick, the heat to-day is like a 
glass of Mint J ulip, with a lump of ice in it, it tastes cool and feels 
warm-its real good, I tell you; I love such a day as this dearly. 
Its generally allowed the finest weather in the world is in America 
-there an't the beat of it to be found anywhere. He then lighted a 
cigar, and throwing himself back on his chair, put both feet out 
of the window, and sat with his arms folded, a perfect picture of 
happiness. 

You appear, said I, to have travelled over the whole of this Pro
vince, and to have observed the country and the people with much 
attention; pray what is your opinion of the present state and future 
prospects of Halifax? If you will tell me, said he, when the folks 
there will wake up, then I can answer you, but they are fast asleep; 
as to the Province, its a splendid province, and calculated to go 
ahead; it wiII grow as fast as a Varginy gall, and they grow so amazin 
fast, if you put your arm round one of their necks to kiss them, by 
the time you've done, they've grown up into women. Its a pretty 
Province, I tell you, good above and better below; surface covered 
with pastures, meadows, woods, and a nation sight of water privileges, 
and under tho ground full of mines-it puts me in mind of the soup 
at Ill(' Trl'c-mont house. 
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One day I was a walkin in the Mall, and who should I meet but 
Major Bradford, a gentleman from Connecticut, that traded in calves 
and pumpkins for the Boston market. Says he, Slick, where do you 
get your grub to-day'? At General Peep's tavern, says I. Only fit 
for niggers, says he; why don't you come to the Tree-mont house, 
that's the most splendid thing its generally aIlowed in all the 
world. Why, sayR I, that's a notch above my mark, I guess it's 
too plagy dear for me, I can't afford it no how. Well, says he, its 
dear in one sense, but its dog cheap in another-its a grand place 
for speculation-there's so many rich southerners and strangers 
there that have more money than wit, that you might do a pretty 
good business there without goin out of the street door. I made 
two hundred dollars this mornin in little less than half no time. 
There's a Carolina Lawyer there, as rich as a bank, wd says he to 
me arter breakfast, Major, says he, I wish I knew where to get a 
real slapping trotter of a horse, one that could trot with a flash or 
lightning for a mile, and beat it by a whole neck or so. Says I, my 
Lord (for you must know, he says he's the nearest male heir to a 
Scotch dormant peerage), my Lord, says I, I have one a proper 
sneezer, a chap that can go ahead of a rail-road steamer, a real 
natural traveIler, one that can trot with the ball out of the small eend 
of a rifle, and never break into a gaIlop. Says he, Major, I wish 
you wouldn't give me that are knick name, I don't like it (though he 
looked as tickled all the time as possible), I never knew, says he, a 
lord that worn'nt a fool, that's a fact, and that's the reason I don't 
go ahead and claim the title. Well, says I, my Lord, I don't know, 
but somehow I can't help a thinkin, if you have a good claim, you'd 
be more like a fool not to go ahead with it. Well, says he, Lord or 
no Lord, let's look at your horse. So away I went to Joe Brown's 
livery-stable, at t' other eend of the city, and picked out the best 
troller he had, and no great stick to brag on either; says I, Joe Brown, 
what do you ax for that are horse? Two hundred dollars, says he. 
Well, says i, I will take him out and try him, and if I like him, I 
will keep him. So I shows our Carolina Lord the horse, and when 
he gets on him, says I, Don't let him trot as fast as he can, resane 
that for a heat: if folks find out how everlastin fast he is, they'd be 
afeard to stump you for a start. 'Vhen he returned, he said he liked 
the horse amazingly, and axed the price j four hundred dollars, says 
I, you can't get nothin special without a good price, pewter cases 
never hold good watches; I know it, says he, the horse is mine. 
Thinks I to myself, that's more than ever I could say of him then 
any how. , 

Well, I was goin to tell you about the soup-says the Major, 
it's near about dinner time, jist come and see how you like the 
location. There was a sight of folks there, gentlemen and ladies 
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in the public room (I never seed so many afore, except at com
mencement day), all ready for a start, and when the gong sounded, 
ofT we snit like a flock of sheep. 'Veil, if there warn't a jam you 
may depend-some one give me a pull, and I near abouts went heels 
up over head, so I reached out both hands, and caught hold of the 
first thing I could, and what should it be but a lady'S dress-well, ' 
as I'm alive, rip went the frock, and tear goes the petticoat, and 
when I righted myself from my beam ends, away they all came home 
to me, and there she was, the pretty critter, with all her upper riggin 
slandin as far as her weist, and nothin left below but a short linen 
under garment. If she didn't scream, its a pity, and the more she 
screamed, the more folks larved, for no soul could help larfin, till 
one of the waiters folded her up in a table cloth. 

'Vhat an a"kward devil yuu be, Slick, says the l\Iajor, now that 
comes of not falling ill first, they should have formed. fOllr d.eep, rear 
rank in open order, and marched in to our splendid national air, and 
filed ofT to their scats, right and left shoulders forward. I feel kinder 
sorry, too, says he, for that are young heifer, but she shewed a pro
per pretty leg tho' Slick, didn't she-I guess you don't often get such 
a chance as that arc. 'Veil, I St'ls near the J\Iajor at [able, and afore 
me stood a china utensil with two handles, full of soup, about the 
size of a foot tub, with a large silyer scoop in it, near ahout as big 
as a ladle of a maple sugar kettle. I was jist about bailing out some 
soup into my dish, when the l\Iajor said, fish it up from the bottom, 
Slick,-well, sure enough, I SiH!S it a drag from the bottom, and 
up came the fat pieces of [urtle, and the thick rich soup, and a sight 
of liltle forced meat balls, oft.he size of sheep's dung. No soul could 
tell how good it was-it was near about as handsum as father's old 
genuine particular cider, and lhat you could feel tingle clean away 
down to the tip eends of your toes. Now, says the Major, I'll gire 
you, Slick, a lIew wrinkle on your horn. Folks ain't thought nothin 
of, unless they live at Treemont: its all the go. Do you dine at Peep's 
tavern every day, and then olI hot foot to 'freemont, and pick your 
teeth on the street steps ;there, and folks will think you dine there. 
I do it often, and it saves two dollars a day. Then he puts his finger 
011 his nose, and. says he, 'Jfulil is the 1v())·d.' 

Now, this Province is jist like that are soup, good enough at top. 
hut dip down and you have the riches, the coal, the iron ore, tho 
gypsum, alld what not. As for Halifax, its well enough in itself, 
though no great shakes neither, a few sizeable houses, "" ith a proper 
sight of small ones, like half a dozell old hens wilh their broods of 
young chickens; but the people, the strange critters, they are all 
asleep. They walk in their sleep, and talk in their sleep, and what 
they say one day they forget the next,they say they were dreaming. 
You know where Governor Ca.mpbell iives, don't you, in:a Ia.rgestone 
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house, with a great wall round it, that looks like a state prison; we)), 
ncar hand there is a nasty dirty horrid lookin buryin ground there
its tilled with large grave rats as big as kittens, and the springs oC 
black water there, go through the chinks orthe rocks and flow into all 
the wells, and fairly pyson the folks-its a dismal place, I tell you
I wonder the air from it don't turn all the silver in the Gineral's 
house, of a brass colour (and folks say he has four cart loads of it), 
its -so everlasting bad-its near about as nosey as a slave ship of 
niggers. Well, you may go there and shake the folks to all etarnity 
and you won't wake 'em, I guess, and yet there ant much difference 
atween their sleep and the folks at Halifax, only they lie still there 
and are quiet, and don't walk and talk in their sleep like them above 
ground. 

Halifax reminds me of a Russian officer I once seed at 'Varsaw; 
he had lost both arms in battle; but I guess I must tell you first why 
I went there, cause that will show you how we speculate. One 
Sabbath day, after bell ringin, when most of the women had gone to 
meetin (for they were great hands for pretty sarmons, and our Uni
tarian ministers all preach poetry, only they leave the ryme out-it 
sparkles like perry), I goes down to East J ndia wharf to see Captain 
Zeek Hancock, of Nantucket, to enquire how oil was, and if it would 
bear doing anything in; when who should come along but Jabish 
Green. Slick, says he, how do you do; isn't this as pretty a day as 
you'll see between this and Norfolk? it whips English weather by a long 
chalk; and then he looked down at my watch seals, and looked and 
looked as if he thought I'd stole 'em. At last he looks up, and says 
he, Slick, I suppose you wondn't go to 'Varsaw, would you, if it was 
made worth your while? 'Vhich Warsaw? says I, for I believe in 
my heart we have a hundred of them. None of ourn at all, says he; 
Warsaw in Poland. "'ell, I don't know, says I; what do you call 
worth while? Six dollars a day, expenses paid, and a bonus of one 
thonsand dollars, if speculation turns out well. I am off, says I, 
whenever you say go. Tuesday, says he, in the lIamburgh packet. 
Now, says he, i'm in a tarnation hurry; I'm goin a pleasurin to day 
in the Custom House Boat, along with Josiah Bradford's galls down 
to Nahant. Uut I'll tell you what I am at: the Emperor of Russia has 
ordered the Poles to cut oll their queus on the 1st of January; you 
must buy them all up, and ship them olBo London for the wig makers. 
Human hair is scarce and risin. Lord a massy! says I, how queer 
they will look, won't they. 'Veil, I vow, that's what the sea folks 
call sailing unda oare Poles, come true, aint it'1 I guess it will turn 
out a good spec, says he ; and a good one it did turn out-he cleared 
ten thousand dollars by it. 

When I was at Warsaw, as I was a sayin, there was a Russian 
officer there who had lost both his armlt in battle; a good natured 
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contented critter, as I een amost ever see'd, and he was fed with 
spoons by his neighbours, but arter a while they grew tired of it, and 
I guess he near about starved to death at last. Now HaHrax is like 
that are Spooney, as I used to call him; it is fed by the outports, and 
they begin to have enough to do to feed themselves-it must larn to live 
without 'em. They have no river, and no country about them; let 
them make a railroad to Minas Basin, and they will have arms of 
their own to feed themselves with. If they don't do it, and do it 
soon, I gu('ss they'll get into a decline that no human skill will cure. 
They are proper thin now; you can count their ribs een amost as far 
as you can see them. The only thin/llhat '1I'illl'itliel' lIIake or save 
rIalifa.T, is II railroad across Ihe eUll1dl'!! to Bay of Fundy. 

It will do to talk of, says one; You'll see it some day, says another; 
Yes, says a third, it will come, but we are too young yet. 

Our old minister had a darter, a real clever looking gall as you'd 
sec in a day's ride, and she had two or three offers of marriage from 
sponsible men-most particular good specs-but minister always 
said' Phmbe, you are too young-the day will come-but you are 
too young yet. dear. Well, Phmbe didn't think so at all; she said, 
She guessed she knew better nor that; so the next offer she had, she 
had no notion to lose another chance-off she sot to Rhode Island 
and got married; says she, Father's too old, he don't know. That's 
jist the case at Halifax. The old folks say the country is too young 
-the time will come, and so on; and in the mean time time the young 
folks wont wait, IIIIIZ /'/11/ off to lIlt' ,<"'{a{c,,·, 1/'111'1'1' the maxilll is, 'youth 
is the timefor illll'l'm'{'lIIl'llt .. a new cOII/IfI'!! is nacl' too young for 
,>.l'I·l'li(!II-jiltsh on-keep }wn·in-.r;o ({head.' 

Darn it all, said the Clockmaker, rising with great animation, 
clinching his fist, and extending his arm-darn it all, it fairly makes 
my dander rise, to sec the nasty idle loungin good for nothing do little 
critters-they aint fit to tend a bear trap, I vow. They ought to 
be qnilted round and round a room, like a lady's lap dog, the matter 
of two hours a day, to keep them from dyin of apoplexy. Hush, 
hush, said I, !\Jr. Slick, you forget. Well, said he, resuming his 
usual composure-well, it's enough to make one vexed though, I 
d"/'lare-isn't it? 

Mr. Slick has often alluded to this subject, and always in a most 
decided manner; I am inclined to think he is right. Mr. Howe's 
papers on the railroad I read till I came to his calculations, but I 
never could read figures, ' I can't cypher; and there I paused; it 
was a barrier: I retreated a few paces, took a running leap, and 
cleared the whole of them. Mr. Slick says he has ullder and not 
over rated its advantages. He appears to be such a shrewd, observ
ing, intelligent man, and so perfectly at home on these subjects, that 
I confess I have more faith in this humble but eccentric Clockmaker, 
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than in any other man I have met with in this Province. I there
fore pronounce ' there wilt be a railroad.' 

CHAPTER XIV. 

SAYINGS AND DOINGS IN CUMBERLAND. 

I RECKON, said the Clockmaker, as we strolled through Amherst, 
you have read Hook's story of the boy that one day asked one of his 
father's guests, who his next door neighbour was, and when he heerd 
his name, asked him if he warn't a fool. No, my little feller, said 
he, he beant a fool, he is a most particular sensible man; but why 
did you ax that are question? Why, said the little boy, mother said 
t'other day you ware next door to a fool, and I wanted to know who 
lived next door to you. His mother felt pretty ugly, I guess, when 
she heerd him run right slap on that are breaker. 

Now these Cumberland folks havc curious next door neighbours, 
too; they at;e placed by their location right a'twixt fire and water; they 
have New Brunswick politics on one side, and Nova Scolia politics 
on t'other side of them, and Bay Fundy and Bay Vartc on t'other two 
sides; they are actilly in hot water; they are up to their croopers in 
politics, and great hands for talking of House of Assembly, political 
Unions, and what not. Like all folks who wade so deep, they can't 
always tell the natur of the ford. Sometimes they strike their shins 
agin a snag of a rock; at other times they go whap into a quicksand, 
and it they don't take special care they are apt to go souse over head 
and ears into deep water. I guess if they'd talk more of Rotations, 
and less of elections, more of them are Dykes, and less of Banks, 
and attend more to top-dressing, and less to rc-drcssill!/, it 'cd be 
better for 'em. 

Now you mention the subject, I think I have observed, said I, that 
there is a great change in your countrymen in that respect. For
merly, whenever you met an American, you had a dish of politics set 
before you, whether you had an appetite for it or not; but lately I 
have remarked they seldom allude to it. Pray to what is this attri
butable? I guess, said he, they have enough of it to home, and are 
sick oCthe subject. They are cured the way our pastry cooks cure 
their prentices of stealing sweet notions out of their shops. When 
they get a new prentice, they tell him he must never so much as look 
at all them are nice things; and'if he dares to lay the weight of his 
finger upon one ofthem, they'll have him up for it before a justice; 
they tell him its every bit and grain as bad as stealing from a till. 
Well that's sure to set him at it, just as a high fence does a breachy 
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ox, first to look over it, and then to push it down with its rump; its 
human naillr. Well, the boy eats and eats till he cant eat no longer, 
and then he gets sick at his stomach, and hates the very sight of 
sweetmeats afterwards. 

We've had politics ,yith us, till we're dog sick of 'em, I tell you. 
Besides, I guess we are as far from perfection as when we set out a 
roin for it. You may get jiurit!l of election but how are you to get 
I'llrit!! (~(.l{,>lIIl,,'I"s? It would take a great deal of cyphering to tell 
that. I nerer see'd it yet, and never heerd tell of one who had seed it. 

The best memher I een amost ever seed was John Adams. 'Veil, 
.lohn Adams could no more plough a straight furrow in politics than 
he could haul the plough himself. He might set out straight at be
ginn'in for a little way, but he was sure to get crooked afore he got 
to the eend of the ridge-and sometimes he would have two or three 
crooks in it. I used 10 say to him, how on airth is it, Mr. Adams 
(for he was no way proud like, though he was president of our great 
nation, and it is allowed t" be the greatest nation in the world, too: 
for YOll might se,; him sometimes of an arternoon a swimmin along 
with the boys in the Potomac, I do believe that's the way he larned 
to give Ihe folks the dodge so spry) ; well, I used to say to him, how 
on airth is it, !\Ir. Adams, you can't make straight work on it? He 
was a 'grand hand at an excuse (though millister used to say that 
folks that were ;':00,1 at an excuse, were seldom good for nothin else); 
somelimes, he said, the ground was so lar~aJion stony, it throwed 
the plough out; at other times Ill' said the orr ox was such an ugly 
wilful tempered critter, there was no doin nothin with him; or that 
there was so much machinery about the plough, it made it plagy hard 
to steer, or may be it was the fault of them that went afore him 
that they laid it down so bad; unless he was hired for another term 
of four years, Ihe work wouldn't look well; and if all them are ex
cuses would'nt do, why he would take 10 scolding Ihe nigger that 
drove the learn, throw all the blame on him, and 'order him to have 
an everlastin lacin with the cowskin. You might as well catch a 
weasel asleep as catch him. lIe had somethin the matter with one 
eye-well, he knew I know'll that when J was a boy; so one day, a 
feller presented a petition to him, and he told him it was very af
feclin. Says he, it fairly draws tears from me, and his weak eye 
look to letlin otT its water like statiee; so as soon as the chap went, 
he winks to me with t'other one, quite knowin, as much as to say, 
)'ou SCI' its all in JII!/ 1'!l1', Slick, but don't let on to anyone about it, 
that I sairl so. That eye was a regular cheat, a complete New Eng
land wooden nutmeg. Folks said Mr. Adams was a very tender
hearted man. Perhaps he was, but I guess that eye did'nt pump its 
water out 0' that place. 

Members in general aint to be depended on, I tell lOU. Politics 
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makes a man as crooked as a pack does a pedlar, not that they are 
so awful heavy, neither, but it teaches a man to stoop in the 1011g run. 
Arter all, there's not that difference in 'em (at least there aint in 
Congress) one would think; for if one of them is clear of one vice, 
why, as like as not, 'he has another fault just as had. An honest 
farmer, like one of these Cumberland folks, when he goes to choose 
a'twixt two that offers for votes, is jist like the flying fish. That are 
little critter is not content to stay to home in the water, and mind its 
business, but he must try his hand at flyin, and he is no great dab 
at flyin, neither. Well, the moment he's out of water, and takes 
to flyin, the sea fowl are arter him, and let him have it; and if he has 
the good luck to escape them, and dive into the sea, the dolphin, as 
like as not, has a dig at him, that knocks more wi nd out of him than 
he got while aping the birds, a plagy sight. I guess the blue-noses 
know jist about as much about politics as this foolish fish knows about 
flyin. All critters in natlll' arc bette}' in their olVn cl,'II/('lIt. 

It beats cock figtin, I te\l you, to hear the blue-noses, when they 
get together, talk politics. They have got three or fou\' evil spirits, 
like the Irish Banshees, that they say cause all the mischief in the 
Province-the Council, the Banks, the HOllse of Assembly, and the 
Lawyers. If a man places a higher valiation on himself than his 
neighbours do, and wants to be a magistrate before he is fit to carry 
the ink horn for one, and finds himself safely delivered of a mistake, 
he says it is all owing to the Council. The members are cunnin 
critters, too, they know this feelin, and when they come home from 
Assembly, and people ax 'em, 'where are all them are fiRe things 
you promised us'?' Why, they say, we'd a had 'em all for you, but 
for that elarnal Council, they nullified all we did. The country wiII 
come to no good till them chaps show their respect for it, by covering 
their bottoms with homespun, If a man is so tarnation lazy he 
won't work, and in course has no money, why he says its all owin 
to the banks, they won't discount, there's no money, they've ruined 
the Province. If there beant a road made up to every citizen's door, 
away back to the woods (who as like as not has squatted there), why 
he says the House of Assembly have voted all the money to pay great 
men's salaries, and there's nothin left for poor settlers, and cross 
roads. Well, the lawyers come in for their share of cake and ale, 
too, ifthey·don't catch it, its a pity. 

There was one Jim Munroe, of Onion County, Connecticut, a 
desperate idle fellow, a great hand at singin songs, a skatin, drivin 
about with the galls, and so on. Well, if any body's windows were 
broke, it was Jim Munroe-and if there were any youngsters in 
want of a father they were sure to be poor Jim's. Jist so it is with 
the lawyers here; they stand godfathcr for every misfortune that 
happens in the country. When. there is a mad dog a goin about, 
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every dog that barks is said to be bit by· the mad one, so he gets 
credit for all the mischief that every dog does for three months to 
come. So every:feller that goes yelpin home from a court house, 
smartin from the law, swears he is bit by a lawyer. Now there 
may be something wrong in all these things (and it cand't be other
wise in natur), in Council, Banks, House of Assembly, and Lawyers; 
but change them all, and its an even chance if you don't get worse 
ones in their room. It is in politics as in horses; when a man has a 
Least that's near about up to the notch, he'd belter not swap him; if 
he does, he's een amost sure to get one not so good as his own. My 
rule is, I'd rather /.:l'f'P a rrittl'rlrllOSl'jillllts I do kilOIl', tltancl!angc 
Itilll for (/ U{,lI~t 1('/lOse faults I don't 1.'11011'. 

CHAPTER XV. 

TIlE 1I.\:'iCll'iG DIASTER ABROAD. 

I "\"'SII that arc black heifer in the kitchen would give over singing 
that are everlastin dismal tunc, said the Clock maker, it makes my 
head ache. You'YP heerd a song afore now, said he, hav'n't you, till 
you was fairly sick of it? for I have, I vow. The last time I was in 
Rhode Island (all the galls sing there, and it's generally allowed 
there's no such singers anywhere; they beat the Eye-talians a long 
chalk-they sing so high some on' em, they go clear out o'hearin 
sometimes, like a lark), well, you heerd nothin but' Oh no, we never 
mention her ;' well, I grew so pia guy tired of it, I used to say to my
self, I'd sooner see it than hear tell of it, I vow; I wish to gracious 
you' would never mention her,' for it makes me feel ugly to hear 
that same thing for ever and ever and amen that way . Well, they've 
got a cant phrase here, ' the schoolmaster is abroad,' and every feller 
tells you that fifty times a-day. 

There was a chap said to me not long ago at Truro, Mr. Slick, this 
country is rapidly impl'oYin, 'the schoolmaster is abroad now,' and 
he looked as knowin as though he had found a mare's nest. So I 
should think, said I, and it would jist be about as well, I guess, if 
he'd stay to home and mind his business, for your folks ar'e so con
Boomedly ignorant, I reckon he's abroad een almost all his time. I 
hope when he returns, he'll be the better of his travels, and that's 
more nor many of our young folks are who go 'abroad,' for they im
port more airs and nonsense than they dispose of one while, I tell you 
-some of the stock remains on hand all the rest of their lives. 
There's nothin I hate so much as cant, of all kinds; its a sure sign 
of a tricky disposition. If you sec a feller cant in religion, clap your 
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hand inlo your pocket, and lay right hold of your puss, or he'll steal 
it, as sure as you're alive; and if a man cant in politics, he'll sell you 
if he gets a chance, you may depend. Law and physic are jist the 
same, and every mite and morsel as bad. If a lawyer takes to can
tin, its like the fox preachin to the geese, he'll eat up his whole con
gregation; and if a doctor takes to it, he's a quack as sure as rates. 
The Lord have massy on you, for he wont. I'd sooner trust my 
chance with a naked hook any time, than one that's half covered 
with bad bait. The fish will sometimes swallow the one, without 
thinkin, but they get frightened at tother, turn tail, and off like a 
shot. 

Now, to change the tnne, I'll gil'c the blue-noses a new phrase. 
They'll haye an election mest likely next year, and then' tlte Dancin 
.1l1l8ter mill be abroad.' A candidate is a most purticular polite man, 
a noddin here, and a bowin there, and a shakin hands all round. 
Nothin improves a man's manners like an election. 'The Dancin 
Master's abroad then;' nothin gives the paces equal to that, it makes 
them as squirmy as an eel; they cross hands and back agin, set to 
their partners, and right and left in great style, and slick it off at the 
eend, with a real complete bow, and a smile for all the world as sweet 
as a cat makes at a pan of new milk. Then they get as full of com
pliments as a dog is full of flees-enquirin how lhe old lady is to 
home, and the little boy that made such a wonderful smart answer, 
they never can forget it till next time; a praisin a man's farm to the 
nines, and a tellin of him how scandalous the road that leads to his 
location has been neglected, and how much he wants to find a real 
complete hand that can build a bridge over his brook, and axin him 
if he ever built one. When he gets the hook baited with the right 
fly, and the simple critter begins to jump out of water arter it, all 
mouth and gills, he winds up the reel, and takes leave, a thinkin to 
himself, 'now you see what's to the eend of my line, I guess I'll 
know where to find you when I want you.' 

There's no sort of fishin requires so much practice as this. When 
bait is scarce, one worm must answer for several fish. A handful 
of oats in a pan, arter it brings one horse up in a pastur for the bridle, 
serves for another; a shakin of it, is better than a givin of it-it saves 
the grain for another time. It's a poor business arter all, is elec
tioneering, and when' tile Dancin JIaster is abroad,' he's as apt to 
teach a man to cut capers and get larfed at as anything else. It tante 
everyone that's soople enough to dance real complete. Politics take 
a great deal of time, and grinds away a man's honesty near about as 
fast as cleaning a knife with brick dust, ' it takes its steel out.' What 
does a critter get arter all for it in this country, why nothin hut ex
pense and disappointment. As King Solomon says (and that are 
man was up to a thing or two, YOll may depend, tho' our professor did 
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say .he warn't so knowin as Uncle Sam), it's all vanity and vexatioil 
of spiri t. 

I raised a four year old colt once, half blood, a perfect pictur of a 
horse, and a genuine clipper, could gallop like the wind; a real daisy, 
a perfect doll, had an eye like a weasel, and nostril like Commodore 
Rodger's speakin trumpet. Well, I took it down to the races at New 
York, and father he went along with me; for says he, Sam, you don't 
know every thing, I guess, you hant cut your wisdom teeth yet, and 
you are gain among them that's had 'em through their gums this 
while past. Well, when we gets to the races, father he gets colt and 
puts him in an old:waggon, with a wom out Dutch harness and breast 
hand; he looked like Old Nick, that's a fact. Then he fastened a 
head martingale on, and buckled it to the girths atwixt his fore legs. 
Says I, father, what on airth are you at? I vow I feel ashamed to be 
seen with such a catamaran as that, and colt looks like old Say tan 
himseH-no soul would know him. I guess I warn't born yesterday, 
says he, let me be, I know what I am at. I guess I'll slip it into 'em 
afore I've done, as slick as a whistle. I guess I can see as far into 
a mill·stone as the best on' em. 

Well, father never entered the horse at all, but stood by and seed 
the races, and the winnin horse was followed about by the matter of 
two or three thousand people a praisin of him and admirin him. They 
seemed as if they never had sce'd a horse afore. The owner of him 
was all up on eend a boastin of him, allll a stumpin the course to pro
duce a horse to run agin him for four hundred dollars. Father goes 
up to him looking as sort as dough, and as meechin as you please, and 
says he, friend, it tante everyone that has four hundred dollars
its a plaguy sight of money, I tell yOIl; would you run for one hun
dred dollars, and give me a little start? if YOIl would, I'd try my colt 
out of myoId waggon agin you, I vow. Let's look at your horse, 
says he; so away they went, and a proper sight of people arter them 
to look at colt, and when they seed him they sot up such a larf, I felt 
een a most ready to cry for spite. Says I to myseH, what can pos
sess the old man to act arter that fashion, I do believe he has taken 
leave of his senses. You needn't larf, says father, he's smarter than 
he looks; our l\Iinister's old horse, Captain Jack, is reokoned as quick 
a beast of his age as any in our location, and that are colt can beat 
him for a lick of a quarter of a mile quite easy-I seed it myself. 
Well, they larfed agin louder than before, and says father, if you 
dispute my word, try me; what odds will you give? Two to one, 
says the owner-800 to 400 dollars. Well, that's a great deal of 
money, aint it, says father; if I was to lose it I'd look pretty foolish, 
wouldn't I. How folks would pass their jokes at me when I went 
110me agin. You wouldn't take that are waggon and harness fur fifty 
dollars of it, would you? says he. Well, says the other, sooner than 
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disappoint you, as you seem to have set your mind on losing your 
money, I don't care if I do. 

As soon as it was settled, father drives off to the stables, and then 
returns mounted, with a red silk pocket handkerchief tied round his 
head, and colt a looking like himself, as proud as a nabob, chock full 
()f spring like the wire eend of a bran new pair of trowser gallusses
one said that's a pIa guy nice lookin colt that old feller has arter all; 
that horse will show play for it yet, says a third; and I heard one 
feller say, 1 guess that's a regular Yankee trick, a complete take in. 
They had a fair start for it, and off they sot, father took the lead and 
kept it, and won the race, tho' it was a pretty tight scratch, for father 
was too old to ride colt, he was near about the mattcr of seventy 
years old. 

Well, when the colt was walked round after the race, there was an 
amazin crowd arler him, and several wanted to buy him; but says 
father, how am I to get home without him, and what shall I do with 
that lire waggon and harness so far as I be from Slickville. So he 
kept them in talk, till he felt their pulses pretty well, and at last he 
dosed with a Southerner for 700 dollars, and we returned, having 
made a considerable good spec of colt. Says father to me, Sam, says 
he, you seed the crowd a Collerin the winnin horse, when we came 
there, didn't you? Yes sir, said I, I did. Well, when colt beat him, 
no one Collered him at all but come a crowded about him. That's 
popularity, said he, soon won, soon lost-cried up sky high one mi
nute, and deserted the next, or run down: colt will share the same 
fate. He'll get beat afore long, and then he's done for. The mul
titude are always fickle minded. Our great Washington found that 
out, and the British Officer that beat Buonaparte; the bread they 
gave him turned sour afore he got half through the loaf. His soap 
had hardly stiffened afore it ran right back to lye and grease agin. 

I was sarved the same way, I liked to have missed my pension
the Committee said I warn't at Bunker's hill at all, the villans. That 
was a Glo-- (thinks I, old boy, if you once get into that are field, 
you'll race longer than colt, a plaguy sight; you' II run clear away to 
the fence to the far eend afore you stop, so I jist cut ill and took a hand 
myself). Yes, says I, you did 'em father, properly, that old waggon 
was a bright scheme, it led 'em on till you got 'em on the right spot, 
didn't it? Says father, There's amoral, Sam, in every thing in natur. 
Never have nothin to do with elections, you see the valy o/' popularity 
in the case of that are horse-sarve the public 999 times, and the 
loooth, if they don't agree with you, they desart and abuse you-see 
how they sarved old John Adams, see how they let Jefferson starve 
in his old age, see how good old Munroe like to have got right into 
jail, after his term of President was up. They may talk of indepen
dence, says father. but Sam, I'll tell you what independence is-aDd. 
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he gave his hands a slap ngin his trowsers pocket and made the gold 
('agles he won at the race all jingle agin-tlwt, says he, giving them 
another wipe with his fist (and winkin as much as to say do you 
hear that, Illy boy), thai I call iJlil''j,,'mlcnct'. He was in great spirits, 
the old man, he was so proud ofwinnin the race, and pultin the leake 
into the New Yorkers-he looked all dander. Let them great hungry, 
ill-faroured, long-legged bitterns, says he (only he called them by 
another name that don't sound quite pretty), from the outlandish states 
to Congress, ttill.: about independence; but Sam, said Ife (hitting the 
Shinners ac:in till he made them dance right up an eend in his 
pocket), I like lo.!f'", il. 

No Sam, said he, line Ihe pocket well first, make that independent, 
and then the spirit will he like a horse turned out to grass in the 
spring, for the first time, Iw's all head and tail, a snortin and kickin 
and racin and carl'yin on like mad-it soon gets independent too. 
While it's in the stall it may hold up, and paw, and whiner, and feel 
as spry as any thing, but tQe leather strap keeps it to the manger, 
and the Ira(l weight to the eend of it makes it hold down its head at 
last. No, says hr, here's indrpendence, and he gave the Eagles sucha 
drive with his fist, he burst his pocket, and sent a whole raft of them 
a spinnin down his leg to the ground. Says I, Father (and I swear 
I could hardly keep from larfin, he looked so peskily vexed), Father, 
says I, I guess there's a moral in that are too-Extremes nary iI'a!J 
art' I/OUt' 0' the hl'st. Well, well, says he (kinder snappishly), I sup
pose you're half right, Sam, but we've said enough about it, let's 
drop the subject, and see if I have picked 'em all up, for my eye,
are none of the best now, I'm near hand to seventy. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

MIl. SLICK'S OI'I'iIOl\i OF THE BRITISH. 

'NHAT success had you, said I, in the sale of your Clocks among 
the Scotch in the eastern part or the Province '/ do you find them as 
gullible as the blue-noses 1 Well, said he, you have heerd tell that 
a Yankee never answers one question, without axing another, haven't 
you? Did you ever see an English Stage Driver make a bow 1 because 
if you hante obsarved it, I have, and a queer one it is, I swan. He 
brings his right arm up, jist across his face, and passes on, with a 
kDowin nod of his head, as much as to say, how do you do? but keep 
clear 0' my wheels, or I'll fetch your horses a lick in the mouth as 
sure as you're born; jist as a bear puts up his paw to fend off the blow 
of a stick from his nose. Well, that's the way I pass them are bare 
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breeched Scotchmen. Lord, if they were located down in these here 
Cumberland mashes, how the musquitoes would tickle them up, 
wouldn't they? They'd set 'em scratchin thereabouts, as an Irish
man does his head, when he's in search of a lie. Them are fellers 
cut their eye teeth dore they ever sot foot in this country, I expect. 
When they get. a bawbee, they know whatto do with it, that's a fact; 
they open their pouch and drop it in, and its got a spring like a fox
trap-it hol:ls fast to all it gets, like grim death to a dead nigger. 
They are proper skin flints, you may depend. Oatmeal is no great 
shakes at best; it tante even as good for a horse as real yaller Varginy 
corn, hut I guess I warn't long in finding out that the grits hardly 
pay for the riddlin. No, a Yankee has as little chance among them 
as a Jew has in New England: the sooner he clears Ollt the better. 
You can no ·more put a leake into them, than you can send a chisel 
into Teakewood-it turns the edge of the tool the first drive. If the 
blue-noses knew the value of money as well as they do, they'd have 
more cash, and fewer Clocks and tin reflectors, I reckon. 

Now, its diflerent with the Irish; they never carry a puss, for they 
never have a cent to put in it. They are always in love or in liquor, 
or else in a row; they are the merriest shavers I ever seed. Judge 
Beeler, I dare say YOll have heerd tell of him-he's a funny feller
he put a notice over his factory gate at Lowell, 'no cigars or Irish
men admitted within these walls;' for, said he, the one will set a 
flame agoin among my cottons, and t'other among my galls. I won't 
have no such inflammable and dangerous things about me on no 
account. When the British wanted our folks to join in the treaty 
to chock the wheels of the slave trade, I recollect hearin old John 
Adam say, we had ought to humour them; for, say he, they supply 
liS with labour on easier terms, by shippin out the Irish. Says he, 
they work better, and they work cheaper, and they don't live so long. 
The blacks, when they are past work, hang on for ever, and a pro
per bill of expense they be; but h()t weather and new rum rub out 
the poor rates for t'other ones. 

The English are the boys for tradin with; they shell out their cash 
like a sheaf of wheat in frosty weather-it flies all over the thrashin 
flool'; but then they are a cross-grained, ungainly, kicken breed of 
cattle, as I een a most ever seed. Whoever gave them the name 
of John Bull, knew what he was about, I tell you; for they are bull
necked, bull-he{lded folks, I vow; sulky, ugly-tempered, vicious 
critters, a pawin and a roarin the whole time, and plaguy onsafe 
unless well watched. They are as headstrong as mules, and as con
ceited as peacocks. 

The astonishment with which I heard this tirade against my coun
trymen, absorbed every feeling of resentment. I listened with 
amazement at the perfect composure with ';hich he uttered it. He 
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treated is as one of those self-evident truths, that need neither proof 
1I0r apology, but as a thing well known and admitted by all mankind. 

There's no richer sight that I know of, said he, than to see one 
on 'em when he first lands in one of our great cities. He swells out 
as big as a balloon, his skin is ready to burst with wind-a regular 
walking bag of gas; and he prances over the pavement like a bear 
over hot iron-a great awkward hulk of a feller (for they ain't to be 
compared to the French in manners), a smirkin at you, as much as 
to say, 'look here, Jonathan, here's an Englishman; here's a boy 
that's got blood as pure as a Norman pirate, and lots of the blunt 
of both kinds, a pocket full of one, and a mouthful of t'other: bean't 
he lovely? and then he looks as fierce as a tiger, as much as to say 
, say boo to a .'loose, if you dare.' 

No, I believe we may stump the Univarse; we improve on every 
thing, and we have improved on our own species. You'll search 
one, while- I tell you, afore you'll find a man that, take him by and 
large, is equal to one of our free and enlightened citizens. He's the 
chap lhat has both speed, wind, and bottom; he's clear grit-ginger 
to the back bone, you may depend. Its generally allowed there ain't 
the beat of them to be found any where. Spry as a fox, supple as 
an eel, and cute as a weasel. Though I say it, that shouldn't say it, 
they fairly take the shine 01T creation-they are actilly equal to cash. 

He looked like a man who felt that he had expressed, himself so 
aptly and so well, that any thing additional would only weaken its 
elTect; he therefore changed the conversation immediately, by point
ling to a tree at some little distance from the house, and remarking 
that it was lhe rock maple or sugar tree. Its a pretty tree, said he, 
and a profitable one too to raise. It will bear tapping for many years, 
tho' it get exhausted at last. 

This Province is like that are tree: it is tapped till it begins to die 
at the top, and if they don't drive in a spile and stop the everlastin 
flow of the sap, it will perish altogether. All the money that's made 
here, all the interest that's paid in it, and a pretty considerable por
tion of renl too, all goes abroad for investment, and the rest is sent 
to us to buy bread. Its drained like a bog, it has opened and covered 
trenches all through it, and then there's others to the foot of the up
land, to cut 01T lhe springs. 

Now you may make even a bog too dry; you may take the moisture 
out to that degree, that the very sile becomes dust, and blows away. 
The English funds, amI our banks, railroads, and canals, are all ab
sorbing your capital like a spunge, and will lick it up as fast as you 
can make it. That very Bridge we heerd of at Windsor, is owned 
in New Brullswiek, and will pay toll to that province. The capi
talists of Nova Scotia treat it like a hired house, they won't keep it in 
r,epair; they neither paint it to presarve the boards, nor stop a leak 
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in keep the frame Crom rottin; but let it go to wrack sooner than 
drive a nail or put in a pane of glass. It will sarve our tUrn out, 
they say. 

There's neither spirit, enterprise, nor patriotism here; but the 
whole country is as inactive as a bear in winter, that does nothin but 
scroutch up in his den, a thinkin to himself, "Well, if I ain't an 
unfortunate divil, it's a pity; I have a most splendid 'Varm coat as 
are a gentleman in these here woods, let him be who he will; but I 
got no socks to my feet, and have to sit for everlastingly a suckill of 
my paws to keep them warm; if it warn't for that, I guess I'd make 
some 0' them chaps that have hoofs to their feet and horns to their 
heads, look about 'em pretty sharp, I know. It's dismal, now ain't 
it? If I had the framill of the Governor's message, if I wouldn't 
show 'em how to put timber together, you may depend; I'd make 
them scratch their heads and stare, I know." 

I went down to l\iatanzas in the Fulton Steam Boat once-well, it 
was the first of the kind Lhey ever seed, and proper scared they were 
to see a vessel, without sails or oars, goin right strait a head, nine 
knots an hour, in the very wind's eye, and a great streak of smoke 
arter her as long as the tail of a comet. I believe they thought it 
w~s old Nickalive, a treatin himself to a swim. You could see the 
niggers a clippin it away from the shore, for dear life, and the sol
diers a movin about, as if they thought that we were a goin to take 
the whole country. Presently a little, haH-staned, orange-coloured 
looking Spanish officer, all dressed offin his livery, as fine as a fiddle, 
came offwith two men in a boat to board us. Well, we yawed once 
or twice, and motioned to him to keep off for fear he should get 
burt; but he came rigllt on afore the wheel. and I hope I may be 
shot if the paddle didn't strike the bow of the boat with that force, it 
knocked up the starn like a plank tilt, when one of the boys playing 
on it is heavier than t'other, and chucked him right atop of the 
wheel house-you never see'd a fellow in such a dunderment in your 
life. He had picked up a IiUe English from seein our folks there so 
much, and when he got up, the first thing he said was, 'Damn all 
meenery, I say, wbere's my boat? and he looked round as if he 
thought it had jumped en board too, Your boat, said the Captain, 
why I expect it's gone to the bottom, and your men have gone down 
til look arter it, for we never see'd or heerd tell of one or t' other of 
tilem arter the boat was struck. Yes, I'd make 'em stare like that 
are Spanish officer, as if they had see'd out of their eyes for the first 
time, Governor CampbeH did'nt expect to see such a eountry as this 
when he came here, I reckon, I know he didn't, 

When I was a little boy, about knee high or so, and lived down 
~()Ilnecticut river, mother used to say, Sam, if YOll don't give over 
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acting so like old Scratch, I'll send you off to Nova Scotia, as sure a~ 
you are born I will, I vow. Well, Lord, how that are used to frighten 
me; it made my hair stand right up on eend, like a cat's back when 
she's wrathy; it made me drop it as quick as wink-like a tin night
cap pul on a dipt candle agoin to bed, it put the fun right out. Neigh
bour Dearborn's darter married a gentleman to Yarmouth, that spe
culates in the smuggling line; well, when she went on board to sail 
down to Nova Scotia, all her folks took on as if it was a funeral; they 
said she was goin to be buried alire, like the nuns in Portengale that 
get a frolickin, break out of the pastur, and race off, and get catched 
and brought back agin, Says th:) old Colonel, her father, Delive
rance, my dear, [ would sooner foller you to your grave, for that 
would be an eend to your troubles, than to sell you go off to that dismal 
country, that's nothing but an iceb('r~ aground; and he howled as 
loud as an Irishman that tries to ",.ke his wife when she is dead. 
Awful accounts \\'1' have of the COUll try, that's a fact; hut if the Pro
vince is nol so bad as they make it out, the folks are a thousand times 
worst', 

You'le secn a flock of partridges of a frosty mornin in the fall, a 
rrowdin out of the shade to a sunny spot, and huddlin up there in the 
warn.th-\\'ell, the blue-noses haH~ nothin else to do half the time 
hut sun themselles. 'V hose fault is thilt '? 'Vhy its the fault of the 
legislature; tlle!/ dOIl't ell(·{)/I/,i1.'/" in!e}'iI.!! illll'},()L'I'IIII'lIt, nor tit,. in

,'e8tllle,,! 'it" {'rlpita! itt tlli' {'ountry, al/(ltlte /,('81l!t is ((}Jaf/,!!, inllction, 

rll/(l jIlJ1,,.}'f!!. They spend three months in Halifax, and what do they 
do? Father gave me a dollar once, to go to the fair at Hartford, and 
when I came back, says he, Snn, what have you got to show for it? 
Now I ax what have they to show for their three months' sitting? 
They mislead folks; they make' em believe all the use of the Assem
bly is to bark at Councillors, Judges, Bankers, and such cattle, to 
keep 'I'm from eatin lip the crops; and it actilly cost more to feed 
them when they are watching, than all the others could eat if they 
did breach a fence and get in. Indeed, some folks say they are the 
most breachy of the two, and ought to go to pound themselves. If 
their fences are good, them hungry cattle couldn't break through; 
and if they aint, they ought to stake 'I'm up, and with ihem well; 
out it':; I/O 1/8(' to /IIl/ke fences IlIIln:;; th,' land is cl"th·lIf,'d. If I see a 
farm all gone to wrack, I say here's bad husbandry and bad ma
nagemen t; a lid if [ see a Province like this, of great capacity and great 
natural resources, poverty-stricken, I say there's bad legislation. 

No, said he (with an air of more seriousness than I had yet ob
served), how much it is to oe I'(ljl'e!(ed, that, 1({!Jill/J aside personal 
altaI'''''' {Iud pi'll!! jealousies, they mould not uilitt' as Ollt' mall, and 
with (11/(' lIIilld alld one heart {tpply themselves sedulously to the inter.-
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nal itnprovellll'nl and development of this beautiful Province. Its 
value is utterly unknmvn, either to the general 01' local Government, 
and the only persrms mho duly appreciate it are the Yankees, 

CHAPTER XVII. 

A YANKEE HANDLE FOR A HALIFAX BLADE. 

I ~IET a man this mornin, said the Clockmaker, from Halifax, a 
real conceited lookin critter as you een amost ever seed, all shines 
and didos. He looked as if he had picked up his airs, arter some 
officer of the regilars had worn 'em out and cast 'em off. They sot 
on him like second-hand clothes, as if they hadn't been made for 
him, and didn't exactly fit. He looked fine, but awkward, like a 
captain of militia when he gets his uniform on, to play sodger; a 
thinkin himself mighty handsum, and that all the world is a lookin at 
him. He ·marched up and down afore the street door like a peacock, 
as large as life and twice as natural; he had a riding whip in his 
hand, and eyery now and then struck it agin his thigh, as much as 
to say, Aint that a splendid leg for a boot, now? Won't I astonish 
the Amherst folks, that's all ? Thinks I, you are a pretty blade, aint 
you? I'd like to fit a Yankee handle on to you, that's a fact. When 
I came up, he held up his head near about as high as a Shot factory, 
and stood with his fists on his hips, and eyed me from head to foot, 
as a shakin quaker does a town lady: as much as to say, what a 
queer critter you be, that's toggery I never seed afore; you're some 
carnal-minded maiden, that's sartain. 

'Yell, says he to me, with the air of a man that chucks a cent into 
a beggar's hat, a fine day this, sir. Do you actilly think so, said 1'1 
and I gave it the real Connecticut drawl. Why, said he, quite short, 
if I didn't think so, I wouldn't say so. Well, says I, I dont know, 
but if I did think so, I guess I would'nt say so. Why not'? says h~
Because I expect, says I, any fool could see that as well as me; and 
then I stared at him, as much as to say, now if you like that are swap, 
I am ready to trade with you agin as soon as you like. 'Veil, he 
turned right round on his heel, and walked off, a whislin Yankee 
Doodle to himself. He looked jist like a man that finds whislin a 
plaguy sight easier than thinkin. 

Presently I heard him ax the groom who that are Yankee look!n 
feller was. That, said Ihe gl'Oom; why, I guess it's Mr. Slick. Sho I! 
said he, how you talk. What, Slick the Clockmaker, why it ant 
possible; I wish I had a known that are afore, I declare, for I have 
a great curiosity to see him-folks say he is amazin clever feller tb,at 
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-and he turned and stared, as jf it was old Hickory himself. Then. 
he walked round and about like a pig round the fence of a potatoe
fielll, a watchin for a chance to cut in; so, thinks t I'll jist give him 
something to talk about, when he gets back to the city, I'll fix a 
Yankee handle on to him in no time. 

How's times to Halifax, sir, said I.-Better, says he, much better, 
business is done on a surer bottom than it was, and things look bright 
agin. So does a candle, says I, jist afore it goes out; it burns up ever 
so high, and then sinks right down, and leaves nothin behind but 
grease, and an everlastin bad smell, I guess they don't know how to 
feed their lamp, and it can't burn long on nothin. No, sir, the jig is 
up with Halifax, and it's all their own fault. If a man sits at his 
door, and sees stray cattle in his field, a eatin up of his crop, and his 
neighbours a cartin off his grain, and won't so much as go, and drive 
'em out, why I should say it sarves him right. 

1 don't exactly understand, sir, said he-thinks I, it would IJe 
strange if you did, for I never see one of your folks yet that could 
understand a hawk from a handsaw, Well, says I, I will tell you 
what I mean-draw a line from Cape Sable to Cape Cansoo, right 
thro' the province, and it will split it into two, this way, and I cut an 
apple Into two halves; now, says I, the worst half, like the rotten half 
of the apple, belongs to Halifax, and the other and sound half belongs 
to St. John. Your side of the province on the sea coast is all stone 
-I never seed such a proper sight of rocks in my life, it's enough to 
starve a rabbit. Well, t'other side on the Bay of Fundy is a super
fine country, there aint the beat of it to be found any where. Now, 
wouldn't the folks living away up to the Bay, be pretty fools to go to 
Halifax, when they can go to St. John with halfthe trouble. 81. John 
is the natural capital of the Bay of Fundy, it will be the largest city 
ill America next to New York, It has all immense back country as 
big as Great Britain, a first chop river, amazin sharp folks, most as 
cute as the Yankees-it's a splendid location fOf business. Well, 
they draw all the produce of the Bay shores, and where the produco 
goes the supplies return - it will take the whole trade of the Province; 
1 guess your rich folks will find they've burnt their fingers, they've 
put their foot in it, that's a fact. Houses without tenants, wharves 
without shipping, a town without people-w hat a grand investment! I 
If you have any loose dollars, let 'em out on mortgage in Halifax, 
that's the security-keep clear of the country for your life-the people 
may run, but the town can't. No, take away the troops and you're 
done -you'll sing the dead march folks did at Louisbourg and Shel
burne. Why you hant got a single thing worth havin, but a good 
harbour, and as for that the coast is full on 'em. You havn't a pine 
log, spruce board, or a refuse shingle; you neither raise wheat, oats, 
or hay, nor never can; you have no staples on airth, unless it be them 
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iron ones fur the padlocks in Bridewell-you've sowed pride and 
reaped poverty. take care of your crop, for it's worth harvestin-you 
have no river and no country, what in the name of fortin, have you 
to trade on? 

But, said he (and he shewed the whites of his eyes like a wall
eyed horse), but, said he, Mr. Slick, how is it, then. Halifax ever 
grew at all, hasn't it got what it always had; it's no worse than it was. 
I guess, said I. that pole aint strong enough to bear you neither; if 
you trust to that you'll be into the brook, as sure as you are born; 
you once had the trade of the whole Province, but St. John has run 
off with that now....,...you·ve lost all but your trade in blue berries and 
rabbits with the niggers at Hammond Plains. You've lost your cus
tamers, your rivals have a better stand for business-they've got the 
corner store-four great streets meet there, and its near the market 
slip. 

Well, he stared; says he, I believe you're right, but I never thought 
of that afore (thinks I, nobody ever suspects you of the trick of 
thinkin that ever I heer'd tcll of) : some of our great men. said he, 
laid it all to your folks selling so many Clocks and Polyglot Bibles. 
they say you have taken off a horrid sight of money. Did they, in
deed, said I; well, I guess it tante pins and needles that's the expense 
of house-keepin, it is something more costly than that. Well, some 
folks say its the Banks, says he. BeUer still, says I. perhaps you've 
heard tell too, that greasing the axle makes a gig harder to draw. for 
there's jist about as much sense in that. Well, then, says he, others 
say 'it's smugglin has made us so poor. That guess, said r, is most 
as good as tother one, whoever found out that secret ought to get a 
patent for it, for its worth knowin. Then the country has grown 
poorer. hasn't it, hecause it has bought cheaper this year, than it did 
the year before? Why. your folks are cute chaps, I vow; they'd puz
zle a Philadelphia Lawyer, they are so amazin knowin. Ah, said he, 
and he rubb'd his hands and smiled like a young doctor. when he 
gets his first patient; ah, said he, if the timber duties are altered, 
down comes St. John, body and breeches; it's built on a poor foun
dation-its all show- they are speculatin like mad - they'lI ruin 
themselves. Says I. if you wait till they're dead for your fortin, it 
willbeone while, I tell, afore you pocket the shiners. It's no joke wait
ing fora dead man's shoes. Suppose an old feller of eighty was to 
say when that are young feller dies, I'm to inherit his property, what 
would you think? Why I guess you'd think he was an old fool. 

, .iVo, sir. if the English dont want their timber, we do want it all, we 
have used oum up, we hant got a stick even to whittle. If the British 
dnnt offer, we will, and SI. John, like a dear little weeping widow, 
will dry up her tears, and take to frolickin agin and accept it right 
off. 
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There isn't at this moment such a location hardly in America, a,s 
St. John; for beside all its other advantages, it has this great one, its 
only rival, Halifax, has got a dose of opium that will send it snoring 
out of the world, like a feller who falls asleep on the ice of a winter's 
night. It has heen asleep so long, I actilly think it never will wake. 
Its a n easy death, too, you may rouse them up if you like, but I vow 
I wont. [once brought a feller too that was drowned, and one night 
he ~ot drunk and quil-ted me, I couldn't walk for a week; says I, 
YOUfe the last chap I'll ever save from drowning in all my born days, 
if that's all the thanks I get for it. No, sir, Halifax has lost the run 
of its custom. Who does Yarmouth trade with? St. John. Who 
does Annapolis County trade with? St. John. Who do all the folks 
on the Basin of Mines, and Bay shore, trade with? St. John. Who 
does Cumberland trade with? St. John. Well, Picton, Lunenhurg, 
and Liverpool supply themselves, and the rest, that aint worth havin, 
trade with Halifax. They take down a few haH-starved pigs, old 
viteran ~('es(', and long lec:" .. d fowls, some ram mutton and tuf beef, 
and swap them for tea, sugar, and such little notions for their old 
women to home; while the railroads and canals of St. John are goin 
to cut off your Gulf Shore trade to Miramichi, and along there. 
Flies live in the slimmer and die in winter, you're jist as noisy in 
war as those little critters, but you sing sillall in peace. 

No, your done for, you are up a tree, you may depelld, pride must 
fall. Your town is like a hall-room arter a dance. The folks have 
eat, drank, and frolicked, and left an empty house; the lamps and 
hangings are left, but the people are gone. 

Is there no remedy for this'? said he, and he looked as wild as a 
Cherokee Indian. Thinks I, the handle is fitten on proper tight 
now. Well, says I, wlwn a man has a cold, he had ought to look 
out pretty sharv, afore it gets seated on his lungs; if he don't, he gets 
into a gallopin consumption, and it's gone goose with him. There 
is a remedy, if applied in time: liIak .. (/ r,,;iJ'l}(/lZ to JIhw8 Basin, ami 
you have 11 n'lI!! for youI' ('lIstllilla,; to .'JI't to you, aud (/ ('on~'I'!/i1I1l'i! 
for !l0ur.qoods to tht·m. When I was in New York last, a cousin of 
mine, Hezekiah Slick, saitl. to me, I do believe, Sam, I shall be 
ruined; I've lost all my custom, they are widening and improving 
the streets, and there's so many carts and people to work in it, folks 
can't come to my shop to trade; what on airth shall I do, and I'm 
payin a dreadful high rent, too? Stop Ki, says I, when the street is 
all finished off and slicked up, they'll all come back agin, and a whole 
raft more on'em too, you'll sell twice as much as ever you did, you'll 
put off a proper swad of goods next year, you may depend; and so he 
did, he made money, hand over hand. A railroad will bring back 
your cllstomers, if done right off; but wait till trade has made new 
channels, and faIrly gets settled in them, and you'll never divart it 
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agin to all etarnity. When a feller waits till a gall gets married, I 
guess it will be too lale to pop the question then. 

St. John '//lust go ahead, at any rate; you may, if you choose, but 
you must exert yourselves, [ tell you. H a man has only one leg, 
and wants to walk, he must get an artificial one. If you have no 
river, make a railroad, and that will supply its place. But, says he, 
Mr. Slick, people say it never will pay in the world, they say its 
as mad a scheme as the canal. Do they, indeed, says I; send them 
to me then, and I'll fit the handle on to them in tu tu's. I say it 
will pay, and the best proof is, our folks will take tu thirds of the 
stock. Did you ever hear anyone else but your folks, ax whether a 
dose of medicine would pay when it was given \'0 save life? If that 
everlastin long Erie canal can secure to New York the supply of that 
far off country, most tother side of creation, surely a railroad of forty
five miles can give you the trade of the Bay of Fundy. A railroad 
will go from Halifax to Windsor and make them one town, easier to 
send goods from one to tother, than from Governor Campbell's House 
to Admiral Cockburn's. A bridge makes a town, a river makes a 
town, a canal makes a town, but a railroad is bridge, river, thorough
fare, canal, all in one; what a wappin large place that would make, 
wouldn't it? It would be the dandy, that's a fact. No, when YOIl go 
back, take a piece of chalk, and the first dark night, write on every 
door in Halifax, in large letters-a railroad·-and if they don't know 
the meanin of it, says you {ts a Yankee word; if you'll go to Sam 
Slick, the Clockmaker (the chap that fixed a Yankee handle on to a 
Halifax blade, and I made him a scrape of my leg, as much as to say 
that's you), every man that buys a Clock shall hear all about a Rail
,·oad. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE GRAHAMlTE AND THE IRISH PILOT. 

I THINK, said I, this is a happy country, Mr. Slick. The people 
are fortunately all of one origin, there are no national jealousies to 
divide, and no very violent politics to agitate them. They appear to 
be cheerful and contented, and are a civil, good-natured, hospitable 
race. Considering the unsettled state of almost every part of the 
world, I think I would as soon cast my lot in Nova Scotia as in any 
part I know of. 

Its a clever country, you may depend, said he, a very clever coun
try: full of minerai'wealtb, aboundin in superior water privileges and 
noble harbours, a large part of it prime land, and it is in the very 
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heart of the fisheries. But the folks put me in mind of a sect in our 
country they call the Grahamites-they eat no meat and no exciting 
food, and drink nothin stronger than water. They call it Philosophy 
(and that is such a pretty word it has made fools of more folks than 
them afore now), but I call it tarnation nonsense. I once travelled all 
through the State of Maine with one of them are chaps. He was as thin 
as a whippin post. His skin looked like a blown bladder arter some of 
the air had leaked out, kinder wrinkled and rumpled like, and his eye 
as dim as a lamp that's Iiyin on a short allowance of i1e. He put me in 
mind of a pair of kitchen tongs, all legs, shaft, and head, a.nd no belly, 
a real gander gutted lookin critter, as holler as a bamboo walkin cane, 
and twice as yaller. . He actilly looked as if he had been picked off a 
rack at sea, and dragged through a gimlet hole. He was a lawyer. 
Thinks I, the Lord a massy on your clients, you hungry, half-starved 
lookin critter, you, you'll eat 'em up alive as sure as the Lord made 
Moses. You are just the chap to strain at a gnat and swallow a' 
camel, tank, shank, and flank, all at a gulp. 

Well, when we came to an inn, and a beefsteak was sot afore us 
for dinner, he'd say: Oh that is too good for me, it's too exciting; all 
fat meat is diseased meat-give me some bread and cheese. Well, 
I'd say, I don't know what you call too good, but it tante good enough 
for me, for [ call it as tuf as laushong, and that will bear chawing 
all day. When I liquidate for my dinner, I like to get about the best 
that's goin, and I an't a bit too well pleased if I don't. Exciting 
indeed! I thinks I. Lord, I should like to see you excited, if it was 
only for the fun of the thing. What a temptin lookin critter you'd 
be among the galls, wouldn't you 1 Why, you look like a subject the 
doctor boys had dropped on the road arter they had dug you up, and 
had cut stick and run for it. 

'Veil, when tea came, he said the.same thing, it's too exciting, give 
me some water, do; that's Collorin the law of natur. Well, says I, 
if that's the case, you ought to eat beef; why, says he, how do you 
make out that are proposition 'I Why, says I, if drinking water, in
stead of tea, is natur, so is eaten grass according to natur; now all 
flesh is grass, we are told, so you had better eat that and call it ve
getable: like a man I once seed, who fasted on fish on a Friday, and 
when he had none, whipped a leg 0' mutton into the oven, and took 
it out fish; says he its' changed plaice,' that's all, and 'plaice' ain't 
a bad fish. The Catholics fast enough, gracious knows, but when 
they fast on a great rousin big splendid salmon at two dollars and 
forty cents, a pound, and lots of old Madeira to make it float light 
on the stomach; there's some sense in mortifying the appetite arter 
that fashion, but pIa guy little in your way. No, says I, friend, you 
Dlay talk about natur as you please, I've studied natur all my life, 
and I vuw if your natur could speak out, it would tell you, it don't 
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'over half like to be starved arter that plan. H you know'd as much 
about the marks of the mouth as I do, you'd know that you have 
carniverous as well as graniverous teeth, and that natur meant by 
that, you should eat most anything that are door-keeper, your nose, 
would give a ticket to, to pass into your mouth. Father rode a race 
at New-York course, when he was near hand to seventy, and that's 
more nor you'll do, I guess, and he eats as hearty as a turkey cock, 
and he never confined himself to water neither, when he could get 
anything convened him better. Says he, Sam, grandfather Slickused 
to say there was an old proverb in Yorkshire, 'a full belly makes a 
strong back,' and [ guess if you try it, natur wiII tell you so too. If 
ever you go to Connecticut, jist call into father's and he'll give you 
a real right down genuine New England breakfast, and if that don't 
happify your heart, then my name's not Sam Slick. It will make 
you feel about among the stiffest, I tell you. It will blow your jacket 
out like a pig at sea. You'll have to shake a reef or two out of your 
waistbans and make good stowage, I guess, to carry it all under 
hatches. There's nolhin like a good pastur to cover the ribs, and make 
the hide shine, depend on't. 

Now this Province is like that are Grahamite lawyer's beef, it's too 
good for the folks that's in it; they either don't avail its value or won't 
use it, because work ant arter their' law of natur.' As you say, they 
are quiet enough (there's worse folks than the blue-noses, too, if you 
come to that), and so they had ought to be quiet, for they have nolhin 
to fight about. As for politics, they have nothin to desarve the name; 
but they talk enough about it, and a plaguy sight of nonsense they do 
talk, too. 

Now with us, the country is divided into two parties, of the mam
mouth breed, the ins and the outs, the administration and the oppo
sition. But where's the administration here? Where's the War 
'Office, the Foreign Office, and the Home Office? where's the Secre
tary of the Navy? where the State Bank'l where's the Ambassadors 
and Diplomatists ( them are the boys to wind off a snarl of ravellins 
as slick as if it were on a reel) and where's that Ship of Stale, fitted 
up all the way from the forecastle clean up to the starn post, chuck 
full of good snug berths, h;.ndsumly found and furnished, tier over 
tier, one above another, as thick as it can hold? That's a helm worth 
handlen, I tell you; I don't wonder that folks mutiny below, and 
fight on the decks above for it-it makes a plaguy uproar the whole 
time, and keeps the passengers for everlastinly in a state of alarm for 
fear they'd do mischif by bustin the byler, a runnin aground, or gettin 
foul of some other craft. 

This Province is better as it iSt quieter and happier far; they have 
bt'Fths enough and big enough, they should be careful not to increase 
'em; and if they were to do it over agio, perhaps they'd be as well 
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with fewer, They have two parties here, the Tory party and the 
Opposition party, and both on 'em run to extremes. Them radicals; 
says one, are for levellin all down to their own level, tho' not a peg 
lower; that's their gage, jist down to their own notch and no further; 
and they'd agitate the whole country to obtain that object, for if a 
man can't grow to be as tall as his neighbour, if he cuts a few inches 
off him why then they are both of one height. They are a most 
dangerous, disaffected people-they are etarnally appealin to the worst 
passions of the mob. Well, says fother, them aristocrats, they'll 
ruin<Jte the country, thl'y spend the whole revenu on themselves. 
What with Bankers, Councillors, Judges, Bishops, and Public Offi
cers, and a whole tribe of Lawyers as hungry as hawks, and jist 
about as marciful, the country is devoured, as if there was a flock of 
lucusts a feeding on it. There's nothin left for roads and bridges. 
When a chap sets out to canvass, he's got to antagonise one side or 
t'other. If he hangs on to the powers that be, then he's a Council~ 
man, he's for votin large salaries, for doin as the great people at 
Halifax tell him. He is a fool. If he is on t'other side, a railin at 
Banks, Judges, Lawyers, and such cattle, and baulin for what he 
knows he can't get, then He is a rogue. So that, if you were to 
listen to the weak and noisy critters on both sides, you'd believe the 
House of Assembly was one-lwlf ro,ques, {(nd t'other lwlf fools. All 
this arises from ignorance. If they 7,;nen' more of e{(ch other, I 
.quess they'd lay aside one-half their fears and all their abuse. The 
upper class don't knull' one-half the virtuI' that's in the middlin and 
Iml'rr clas .• es .. and they don't know one-half the intf'!lrity and ,qood 

,/,'clin that's ill the others, {(lid both are fooled and gulled by their own 
noisy and designin 1'11l1Illjli()1/s. Take any two men that are by the 
ears, they opinionate all they hear of each other, impute all sorts of 
onworthy motives, and misconstrue every act; let them see more 
of each other, and they'll find out to their surprise, that they have 
not only been looking thro' a magnifyin glass, that warn't very true, 
but a coloured one also, that changed the complexion and distorted 
the features, and each one will think fother a very good kind of chap, 
and like as not a plaguy pleasant one too. 

H I was axed which side was farthest from the mark in this Pro
vince, I vow I should be puzzlpd to say. As I don't belong to the 
country, and don't care a snap of my finger for pither of 'em, I sup
pose I can judge beUer than any man in it, but I snore I don't think 
there's much difference. The popuklr side (I wont say patriotic, 
for we find in ollr steam-boats a man who has a plaguy sight of pro
perty in his portmanter is quite as anxious for its safe tv as him that's 
only one pair of yarn stockings and a clean shirt, i; for hisn) the 
popular side are not so well informed as tother, and they have the 
misfortin of havin their passions addressed more than their reason, 
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therefore they are often out of the way, or rather led out of it, and 
put astray by bad guides; well, lother side hare the prejudices of 
birth and education to dim their vision, and arc alarmed to under
take a thing, from the dread of ambush or open foes, that their guides 
are eternally descrying in the mist-and beside, l'()/l'er has a natl'raf 
tendency to corpulency. As for them guides, I'd make short work oC 
'em if it was me. . 

In the last war with Britain, the Constitution frigate was close in 
once on the shores of Ireland, a lookin arter some marchant ships, 
and she took on board a pilot; well, he was a deep, sly, twislical 
lookin chap, as you een amost ever seed. He had a sort of dark down 
look about him, and a lear out of the corner of one eye, like a horse 
that's goin to kick. The captain guessed he read in his face' well, 
now, if I was to run this here Yankee right slap on a rock and bilge 
her, the King would make a man of me for eyer.' So, says he to the 
first lertenant, reeve a rope thro' that are block at the tip eend of the 
fore yard, and clap a runnin nuse in it. The Leftenant did it as quick 
as wink, and came back, and says he, I guess it's done. Now, says 
the Captain, look here, pilot, here's a rope you han't seed yet, I'll jist 
explain the nse of it to you in case you want the loan of it. If this 
here frigate, manned with our free and enlightened citizens, gets 
aground, I'll give you a ride on the slack of that are rope, right up to 
that yard by the neck, by Gum, Well, it rub'd all the writin out of 
his face, as quick as spitten on a slate takes a sum out, you may de
pend. Now, they should rig up a crane over the street door of the 
State House at Halifax, and when any of the pilots at either eend of 
the buildin, run 'em on the breakers on purpose, string 'em up like an 
onsafe dog, A sign of that are kind, with-' a house of public enter
tainment,' painted under it, would do· the business in less than no 
time. If it wouldn't keep the hawkes out of the poultry yard, it's a 
pity-it would scare them out of a year's growth, that's a fact-if 
they used it once, I guess they wouldn't have occasion for it agin in 
a hurry-it would be like the Aloe.tree, and that bears fruit only once 
in a hundred years. 

If you want to know how to act any time, squire, never go to 
books, leave them to galls and school boys; but go right off and cy
pher it out of natur, that's a sure guide, it will never deceive you, 
you may depend. For instance, n-7Iat's that to me, is a phrase so 
common that it shows- it's a nateral one, when people have no parti
cular interest in a thing. Well, when a feller gets so warm on either 
side as never to use that phrase at all, watch him, that's aliI keep 
your eye on him, or he'll walk right into you afore you know where 
you be. If a man runs to me and says, ' your fence is down,' thank 
you, says I, that's kind-if he comes agin and says, ',I guess some 
stray cattle have brok.e into your, short sarce garden,' I thank him 

5 
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agin; says I, come now, this,is neighborly; but when he keeps etar.; 
nally lellin me this thing of one sarvant, and that thing of another 
sarvant, hints that my friends an't true, that my neighbours are 
inclined to take advantage of me, and that suspicious folks are seen 
about my place, I say to myself, what on airth makes this critter take 
such a wonderful interest in my affairs? I dont like to hear such 
tales-he's arter somethin as sure as the world, if he warnt he'd 
say, 'what's that to /lie.' I never believe much what I heard said 
by a man's cioll'nt friend, or 'Violent enemy, I want to hear what a 
disinterested man has to say-nom, as a disinterested man, I say if 
the members of the House of Assembly, instead of raisin up ghost$ 
and hobgoblins to frighten folks n'ith, and to sllo?v wl{{{t swordsmen 
they be, aeuttin and thrustin at plialltolllstl{{{C only exist in their omn 
braills, ?vould turn to heart and 1/(/1/£1, and develope the resources of 
thisfille country,facilitate the means of transport-promote its in
ternal illlpr01'I'IIIl'lIt, aml encollra,qe its foreign trade, they woultI 
make it the riehest {/1l1l,IJl'eatest, as it now is 011(' of the happiest sec
tions of all Alllcrica-I hope I may be skinned if they ~vouldn'l
thl'!} would, I sn'an. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

THE CLOCKMAKER QUILTS A flU'E-NOSE. 

TUE descendants of Eve have profited little by her example. The 
curiosity of the fair sex is still insatiable, and, as it is often ill-direct
ed, it frequently terminates in error. In the country this feminine 
propensity is troublesome to a traveller, and he who would avoid 
importunities, would do well to announce at once, on his arrival at a 
Cumberland Inn, his name and his business, the place of his abode, 
and the length of his visit. 

OUf beautiful hostess, Mrs. Pugwash, as she took her seat at the 
breakfast table this morning, exhibited the example that suggested 
these reflections. She was struck with horror at our conversation, 
the latter part only of which she heard, and of course misapplied and 
misunderstood. 

She was run down by the President, said I, and has been laid uI> 
for some time. Gulard's people have stripped her, in consequence
of her making water so fast. Stripped whom? said Mrs. Pug wash, 
as slle suddenly dropped the tea-pot from her hand; stripped whom, 
-for heaven's sake tell me who it is? The Lady Ogle, said I. Lady 
Ogle, said sile, how horrid I Two of her ribs were so broken as t() 
require to be replaced with new ones. Two new ribs, said she, well, I 
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hever heerd the beat of that in all my born days; poor critter, how 
she must have suffered. On examining her below the waist they 
found-Examining her still lower, said she (all the pride of her sex 
revolting at the iuea of suchan indecent exhibition), you don't pretend 
to say they stripped her below the waist; what did the Admiral say~ 
Did he stand by and see her handled in that way 'I The Admiral, 
madam, said I, did not trouble his head about it. They found her 
extremely unsound there ,and much worm eaten. Worm eaten, she 
continued, how awful I it must have been them nasty jiggers that got 
in there; they tell me they are dreadful thick in the West Indies; Joe 
Crow had them in his feet, and lost two of his toes. Worm eaten, 
dear, dear I ! but still that aint so bad as having them great he fellows 
strip one. I promise you if them Gulards had undertaken to strip me, 
I'd taught them dHferent guess manners; I'd died first before I'd sub
mitted to it. I alway heerd tell the English quality ladies were awful 
bold, but I never heerd the like 0' that. 

What on airth are you drivin at 'I said Mr. Slick. I never seed 
you so much out in your latitude afore, marm, I vow. We were 
talking of repairin a vessel, not strippin a woman: what under the 
sun could have put that are crotchet into your head 'I She looked mor
tified and humbled at the result of her own absurd curiosity, and soon 
quitted the room. I thought I should have snorted right out two or 
three times, said the Clockmaker; I had to pucker up my mouth like 
the upper eend of a silk puss, to keep from yawhawin in her face, to 
hear the critter let her clapper run that fashion. She is not the first 
hand that has caught a lobster, by puWn in her oar afore her turn, 
I guess. She'll mind her stops next hitch, I reckon. This was our 
last breakfast at Amherst. 

An early frost that smote the potatoe fields, and changed the beau
tiful green colour of the Indian corn into shades of light yellow, and 
dark brown, reminded me of the presence of autumn-of the season 
of short days and bad roads, I determined to proceed at once to Parrs
boro, and thence by the Windsor and Kentville rout to Annapelis, 
Yarmouth, and Shelburne, and to return, by the shore road, through 
Liverpool and Lunenburg to Halifax. I therefore took leave (though 
not without much reluctance) of the Clockmaker, whose intention 
had been to go to Fort Lawrence. Well, said he; I vow I am sorry 
to part company along with you; a considerable long journey like 
ourn, is like sitting up late with the galls, a body knows its getting 
on pretty well towards mornin, and yet feels loth to go to bed, for its 
just the time folks grow sociable. 

I got a scheme in my head, said he, that I think will answer both 
on us; I got debts due to me in all them are places for Clocks sold 
by the concaro, now suppose you leave your horse on these marshes 
this fall, he'll get as fat as a fool, he won't be able to see out of his 
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eyes in a month, and I'll put' Old Clay' (I call him Clay arter our sc-
nator, who is a prime bit of stuff) into a Yankee waggon I have here, 
and drive you a\l round the coast. 

This was too good an ofTer to be declined. A ru·n at grass for my 
horse, an easy and comfortable waggon, and a guide so original and 
amnsing as Mr. Slick, were either of them enough to induce my ac
quiescence. 

As soon as we had laken our seats in the waggon, he observed, 
\\'e shall progress real handsum now; that are horse goes etarnal 
fast, he near about set my axle on fire twice. He's a spanker YOIl 

may drpend. I had him when he was a two year old, all legs and 
lail, like a devil's darnin needle, and had him broke on purpose by 
father's old nigger, January Snow. He knows English real well, and 
can do near about any thing but speak it. He helped me once to ginn 
a blue-nose a proper handsum quiltin. He must have stood a poor 
I:hance indeed, said I, a horse kicking, and a man striking him at 
the same limp. Oh! not arter that pattern all, said he; Lord, if Old 
Clay had kicked him; he'd a smashed him like that are saucer 1'011 

hroke at l'lIgnose's inn, into t"11 hundred thousand million flinders. 
0111 no, if I didn't fix his flint for him in fair play, it's a pity. I'll 
tell you how it was. I was III' to Truro, at Ezra 'Vhitter's Inn. 
Th,·rO' was an arbitration there atween Deacon Textand Deacon Faith
ful. \\' ell, there was a nation sight of folks there, for they said it was 
a bitcr bit, and thl'Y came 10 witness t.he sport, and to see which critter 
would get thc ear mark. 

Well, I'd heen doin a little business there among the folks, and 
had jist sot oft· for the river, mounted on Old Clay, arter takin a glass 
of Ezra's most particular handsum Jamaiky, and was trottin ofl'pretty 
,\i"k, when who should I run agin but Tim Bradley. He is a rlread
ful hugly, cross-grained critter, as you een amost ever seed, when he 
is about half-shaved. Well, I stopped short, and says I, Mr. Bra
tiley, I hope you beant hurt; I'm proper sorry I run agin you, you 
can't feel uglier than 1 do about it, I do assure vou. He called me a 
Yankee pedlar, a cheatin I'agabond, a wooden ~utmeg, and threw a 
good deal of assorted hardware of that kind at me; and the crowd of 
folks crie!1 out, Down with the Yankee, let him have it, Tim, teach 
him better manners; and they carried on pretty high, I tell you. 
Well, I got my dander up too, I felt all up on eend like; and, thinks 
I 10 myself, my lad, if I get a clever chance, I'll give you such a 
quiltin as you never had since you were raised from a seedlin, I vow. 
So, says I, Mr. Bradley, I guess you had better let me be; you know 
I can't fight no more Ihan a cow-I never was brought~up to wranglin, 
and I don't like it. Haul ofT the cowardly rascal, they all bawled out, 
haul him off, and lay it inlo him. So he Jays right hold of me _by the 
collar, and gives me a pull, and I lets on as if I'd lost my balance, and 
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falls right down. Then I jumps up on eend, and says, I 'go ahead, 
Clay,' and the old orse he sets 01T ahead, so I knew I had him when 
I wanted him. Then, says I, I hope you are satisfied now, Mr. 
Bradley, with that are ungenteel fall you ginn me. Well, he makes 
a blow at me, and I dodged it; now, says I, you'll be sorry for this, 
I tell you; I WOll't be treated this way for nothin; I'll go right ofl' 
and swear my life again you, I'm most afeerd you'll murder me. 
Well, he strikes at me again (thinking he had a genuine soft horn 
to deal with), and hits me in the shoulder. Now, says J, I won't 
stand here to be lathered like a dog all day long this fashion, it tante 
pretty at all, I guess I'll give you a chase for it. OIT ( sets arter my 
horse like mad, and he arter me (I did that to get clear of the crowd, 
so that I might have fair play at him). Well, I soon ,found I had 
the heels of him, and could play him as I liked. Then I slackened 
up a little, and when he came close up to me, so as nearly to lay his 
hand upon me, I squatted right whap down, all short, and he pitched 
over me near about a rod or so, I gu~ss, on his head, and plowed up 
the ground with his nose, the matter of a foot or two. If he didn't 
polish up the coulter, and both mould boards of his face, it's a pity. 
Now, says J, you had better lay where you be and let me go, for I 
am proper tired; I blow like a horse that's got the heaves; and be
sides, says I, I guess you had betler wash your face, for I am most a 
feard you hurt yourself. That ryled him properly; I meant that it 
should; so he ups and at me awful spiteful, like a bull; then I lets 
him have it, right, left, right, jist three corkers, beginning with the 
right hand, shifting to the left, and then with the right hand agin. 
This way I did it, said the Clockmaker (and he showed me the 
manner in which it was done), it's a beautiful way of hitting, and 
always does the business-a blow for each eye, and one for the mouth. 
It sounds like ten pounds ten on a blacl{smith's anvil; I bunged up 
both eyes for him, and put in the dead lights in two tu's and drew 
three of his teeth, quicker a plaguy sight than the Truro doctor could, 
to save his soul alive. Now, says J, my friend, when you recover 
your eye-sight, I guess you'll see your mistake-I warn't born in the 
woods to be scared by an owl. The next time you feel in a most 
particular elegant good humour, come to me, and I'll play you the 
second part ofthat identical same tune, that's a fact. 

With that, I whistled for Old Clay, and back he comes, and I 
mounted and 01T, jist as the crowd came up. The folks looked stag
gered, and wondered a little grain how it was done so cleverly in 
short metre. If I didn't quilt him in no time you may depend; I 
went right slap into him, like a flash of lightning into a gooseberry 
h!Jsh. He found his suit ready made and fitted afore ae thought he 
was half measured. Thinks I, friend Bradley, I hope you know 
yourself now, for I vow no livin soul would; you've swallowed your 
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soup without singift out scaldins, and you're near about a pint and ~ 
half nearer cryin than larfin. 

Yes, as I was sayin, this 'Old Clay' isa real knowin one, he's as 
spry as a colt yet, clear grit, ginger to the back bone; I can't help a 
thinkin sometimes the breed must have come from old Kentuck, half 
horse, half alligator, with a cross of the airthquake. 

I hope I may be tee-totally ruinated, if I'd take eight hundred 
dollars for him. Go ahead, you old clinker built villain, said he, and 
show the gentleman how wonderful handsum you can travel. Give 
him the real Connecticut quick step. That's it-that's the way to 
carry the President's message to Congress, from Washington to New 
York, in no time-that's the go to carry a gall from Coston to Rhode 
Island, and trice her up to a Justice to be married, afore her father's 
out of bed of a summer's mornin. Aint he a beauty? a real doll 1· 
none of your Cumberland critters, that the more you quill them, the 
more they won't go; but 'a proper one, that will go free gratis for 
nothin, all out of hi~ own head volunterrily. Yes, a horse like' Old 
Clay,' is worth the whole seed, breed and generation, of them Am.., 
herst beasts put together. He's a horse, every inch of him, stock .. 
~ock, and barrel, is old Clay. 

CHAPTER XX. 

SISTER SALL'S COt:RTSHIP. 

THERE goes one of them are everlastin rottin poles in that bridge.;: 
they are no better than a Irap for a critter's leg, said the Clockmaker. 
They remind me of a trap Jim l\1unroe put his foot in one night, 
that near about made one leg half a yard longer than tother. I believe 
I told you of him, what a desperate idle feller he was-he came from 
Onion County in Connecticut. 'Well, he was courtin Sister Sall
she was a real handsum looking gall; you scarce ever seed a more 
out and out complete critter than she was-a fine ~gur head, and a 
beautiful model of a craft as any in the slate; a real clipper, and as 
ful of fun and frolic as a kitten. Well, he fairly turned Sail's head; 
the more we wanled her to give him up, the more she would'nt, 
and we got plaguy oneasy about it, for his character was none of the 
best. He was a univarsal favourite with the galls, and tho' he didn't 
behave very pretty neither, forgetting to marry where he promised 
and where he hadn't ought to have forgot, too; yet so it was, h~ 
had such an uncommon winnin way with him, he could talk. the~ 
over in no time-Sail was fairly bewitched. 
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At last, father said to him one evening when he came a courtin, 
Jim, says he, you'll never come to no good, if YOIl act like old Scratch 
as you do; you aint fit to come into no decent man's house, at all, 
and your absence would be ten times mOTe agreeable than your com
pany, I tell you. I won't consent to SaIl's gain to them are husk in 
parties and quiltin frolics along with you no more, on no account, 
for you know how Polly Brown and Nancy White- --. Now don't, 
says he, now don't, Uncle Sam; say no more about that; if you 
know'd all yon wouldn't say it was my fault; and besides, I have turned 
right about, I am on tother tack now, and the long leg, too;" I am as 
steady as a pump bolt, now. I intend to settle myself and take a farm. 
Yes, yes, and you could stock it, too, by all accounts, pretty well, un
less you are much misreported, says father, but it won't do. I knew 
your father, he was our sargeant, a proper clever and brave man he 
was, too; he was one of the heroes of our glorious revolution. I 
had a great respect for him, and I am sorry, for his sake, you will 
act as you do; but I tell you once for all, you must give up aU 
thoughts of Sail, now and for everlastin. When Sail heerd this, 
she began to nit away like mad in a desperate hurry-she looked 
foolish enough, that's a fact. First she tried to bite in her breath, 
and look as if there was nothin particular in the wind, then she 
blushed all over like scarlet fever, but she recovered that pretty 
soon, and then her colour went and came, and came and went, till 
at last she grew as white as chalk, and down she fell slap off her seat 
on the floor, in a faintin fit. I see, says father, I see it now, you 
etarnal villain, and he made a pull at the old fashioned sword, that 
always hung over the fire place (we used to call it old Bunker, for his 
stories always begun, 'when I was at Bunker's hill'), and drawing 
it out he made a clip at him as wicked as if he was stabbing a rat 
with a hay-fork; but Jim, he outs of the door like a shot, and draws 
it to arter him, and father sends old Bunker right through the panel. 
I'll chop you up as fine as mince meat, you villain, said he, if ever 
I catch you inside my door again; mind what I tell you, ' You'll swing 
for it yet: Well, he made himself considerable scarce arter that, 
he never sot foot inside the door again, and I thought he had ginn 
up all hopes of Sail, and she of him; when one night, a most par
ticular uncommon dark night, as I was a comin home from neigh
bour Dearborne's, I heerd some one a talkin under SaIl's window. 
Well, I stops and listens, and who should be. near the ash saplin, but 
Jim Munroe, a tryin to persuade Sail to run off with him to Rhode
Island to be married. It was all settled, he should come with a horse· 
and shay to the gate, and then help her out of the window, jist at 
nine o'clock, about the time she commonly went to bed. Then he 
axes her to reach down her hand for him to kiss (for he was proper 
elever at soft sawder) and she stretches it down and he kisses it; and 
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says he, I believe I must have the whole of you out arter al~, an~ 
gives her a jirk that kinder startled her: it came so sudden like, It 
made her scream; so off he sot hot foot, and over the gate in no 
time. 

Well, I cyphered over this all night, a calculating how I should 
reciprocate that trick with him, and at last I hit on a scheme. I recol
lected father's words at partin' mind what I tell you, you'll sll'in!J 
jl;r it yet;' and thinks I, friend Jim, I'll make that prophecy come 
true, yet, I guess. So the next night, jist at dark, I gives January 
Snow, the old nigger, a nitlge with my elbow, and as soon as he looks 
up, I winks and walks out and he arter me-says I, January, can you 
keep your tongue within your teeth, you old nigger you? 'Vhy massa, 
why you ax that are question? my Gar Ormity, you tink old Snow he 
dont know that are yet; my ton!.:lle he got plenty room now, dehil a 
tooth left, he can stretch out ever safar; like a little login a big bed, he 
lay quiet enough, massa, neber f(,ar. 'VeIl, then, says'I, bend down 
that are ash saplin softly, you old Snowball, and make no noise. 
The saplin was no sooner bent than secured to the ground by a 
ilotched peg and a noose, and a slip knot was suspended from the trN'. 
jist o'Ver the track thatIl'<l from the pathway to the house. Why, my 
j;or, massa that's a-, Haltl YOllr mug, you old nigger, says I, or 
I'll send your tongue a sarchin arter your teeth; keep quiet, and 
i'ollow me in presently, 

'Veil, jist as it struck nine o'clock, says I, Sally, hold this here 
hank of twin" for a millute, till I wind a trifle on it off; that's a dear 
('fitter. She sot do,,'n her candle, and I put the twine on her hands, 
and then I begins to wind and wind away ever so slow, and drops the 
hall every now and then, so as to keep her down stairs. Sam, says 
she, I do believe you won't wind that are twine off all night, do give 
it to January, I won't stay no longer, I'm een amos! dead asleep. The 
old feller's armis so plaguy onsteady, says I, it won't do; but hark, 
what's that, I'm sure I heerd something in the ash saplin, didn't you, 
Sa II? I heerd the geese there, that's all, says she; they al ways come 
under the windows at night; but she looked scared enough, and says 
she, I wow I'm tired a holdin out or arms this way, and I won't do 
it no longer; and down she throw'd the hank on the floor. Well, says 
I, stop one minute, dear, till I send old January out to see if any bod y 
is there; perhaps some 0' neighbour Dearborne's cattle have broke 
into the sarce garden. January went out, tho' Sail say'd it was no 
(lse, for she knew the noise or the geese, they always kept close to 
the house at night, for fear of the varmin. Presently in runs old 
Snow, with his hair standiu up an eend, and the whites or his eyes 
lookin as big as the rims of a soup plate; Oh! Gar Ormity, said he, 
oh massa, oh Miss Sall~, oh!! What on airth is the maller with 
)'ou. s<\id Sally, how ~(lli do frighten me, I vow I believe you're mad 
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-oh my Gor, said he, oh! massa Jim Munroe he hang himself, on 
the ash saplin under Miss Sally's window-oh my Gor I I! That shot 
was a settler, it stuck poor Sail right atwixt wind and water; she 
gave a lurch ahead, then healed over and sunk right down in anuther 
faintin fit; and Juno, old Snow's wife, carried her off and laid her 
down on the bcd-poor thing, she felt ugly enough, I do suppose. 

"Tell, father, I thought he'd a fainted too, he was so struck up all 
of a heap, he was completely bung fungered; dear, dear, said he, I 
didn't think it would come to pass so soon, but I knew it would come; 
I foretold it; says I, the last time I seed him, Jim, says I, mind what 
I say, you'll swing for it yet. Give me the sword I wore when I was 
at Bunker's hill, may be there is life yet, I'll cut him down. The 
lanthern was soon made ready, and out we went to the ash saplin. 
Cut me dpwn, Sam, that's a good fellow, said Jim, all the blood in 
my body has swashed into my head, and's a runnin out 0' my nose, 
I'm een a most smothered-be quick, for heaven's sake. The Lord 
be praised, said fath('r, the poor sinner is not quite dead yet. 'Vhy, 
as I'm alive-well if that don't beat all natur, why he has hanged 
himself by one leg, and's a swinginlike a rabbit upside down, tha t' s a 
fact. \Vhy, ifhe aint snared, Sam; he is properly wired, I dec!are
I vow this is some 0' your doins, Sam-well it was a clever scheme 
too, but a little grain too dangerous, I guess. Don't stand starin and 
jawin there all night, said Jim, cut me down, I tell you-or cut my 
throat and be damned to you, for I am choakin with blood. Roll 
over that are hogshead, old Snow, said I, till I get a top on it and 
cut him down; so I soon released him, but he couldn't walk a bit. 
His ancle was swelled and sprained like vengeance, ar::d he s wore one 
leg was near about six inches longer than tother. Jim Munroe, says 
father, little did I think I should ever see you inside my door agin, 
hut I bid you enter now, we owe you that kindness, any how. 

Well, to make a long story short, Jim was so chap fallen, and so 
down in the mouth, he begged for heaven's sake it might be kept a 
secret; he said he would run the state, if ever it got wind, he was 
sure he couldn't stand it. It will be one while, I guess, said father, 
afore you are able to run or stand either; but if you will give me 
your hand, Jim, and promise to give over your evil ways, I will not 
only keep it secret, but you shall be a welcome guest at old Sam 
Slick's a once more, for the sake of your father-he was a brave 
man, one of the heroes of Bunker's hill, hewas our sergeant and--. 
He promises, says I, father (for the old man had stuck his right 
foot out, the way he always stood when he told about the old war; 
and as Jim couldn't stir a peg, it was a grand chance, and he was 
agoin to give him the whole revolution from General Gage up to In
dependence)-he promises, says I, father. Well, it was all s~tUcd, 
and things soon grew as calm as a pan of milk two days old; anti 
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afore "a year was over, Jim was as steady agoin man as Minister
Joshua Hopewell, and was married to our Sail. Nothin was ever 
said about the snare till arter the weddin. When the minister had 
finished axin a blessin, father goes up to Jim, and says he, Jim l\JUD~ 
roe, my boy, givin him a rousin slap on the shoulder that sot him a 
coughin for the matter of five minutes (for he was a mortal powerful 
man, was father) Jim Munroe, my boy, says he, you've got the 
snare round your neck, I guess now, instead of your leg; the Saplin 
has been a father 10 you, may you be the father of many Saplins. 

We had a most special time of it, you may depend, all except the 
minister; father got him into a corner, and gave him chapter and 
verse of the whole war. Every now and then as I come near them, 
I heard Bunker's Hill, Brandywine, Clinton, Gates, and so on. It 
was broad day when we parted, and the last that went was poor 
minister. Father followed him clean down to the gate, and says 
he, Minister, we hadn't time this hitch, or I'd a told you all about 
the Evakyation of New York, but I'll tell you that the next time wo
mect. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

SETTING rp FOR GOVERNOR. 

I NEVER see one of them queer little old-fashioned teapots, like that 
are in the cupboard 01' MarlO Pugwash, said the Clock-maker, that I 
don't think of Lawyer Crowning-shield and his wife. "When I was 
down to Rhode Island last, I spent an evening with them. After I 
had been there a while, the black house-help brought in a little home
made dipt candle, stuck in a turnip sliced in two, to make it stand 
straight, and sot it down on the table. Why, says the Lawyer to his 
wife, Increase, my dear, what on earth is the meaning 0' that '1 
What does little Viney mean by bringin in such a light as this, that 
aint fil for even a log hut of one of our free and enlightened citizens 
away down east; where's the lamp '1 My dear, says she, I ordered 
it-you know they are a goin to set you up for Governor next year, 
and I allot we must economise or we will be ruined-the salary is 
only four hundred dollars a" year, you know, and you'll have to 
give up YOllr practice-we can't afford nothin now. 

'Veil, when tea was brought in, there was a little wee china 
teapot, lhat held about the matter of half a pint or so, and cups and 
sarcers about the bigness of children's toys. "When he seed that, 
he grew most peskily ryled, his under lip curled down like a peach 
leaf that's got a worm in it, and he stripped his teeth and showed his. 
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grinders, like a bull dog. What foolery is this, said he 'I My dear, 
said she, it's the foolery of being Governor; if you choose to sacrifice 
all your comfort to being the first rung in the ladder, don't blame 
me for it. I didn't nominate you. I had not art nor part in it. It was 
cooked up at that are Convention, at Town Hall. Well, he sot for 
some time without sayin a word, lookin as black as a thunder cloud, 
just ready to make all natur crack agin. At last he gets up, and 
walks round behind his wife's chair, and taking her face between 
his two hands, he turns it up, and gives her a buss that went off like 
a pistol-it fairly made my month water to see him; thinks I, them 
lips aint a bad bank to deposit one's spare kisses in, neither. In
crease, my dear, said he, I believe you are half right, I'll decline 
to-morrow, I'll have nothin to do with it-I1von't be a Governor, 
on no account. 

Well, she had to haw and gee like, both a little, afore she could 
get her head out of his hands; and then she said, Zachariah, says 
she, how you do act, aint you ashamed? Do for gracious sake 
l>ehave yourself; and she coloured up all over like a crimson piany; 
if you hav'n't foozled all my hair too, that's a fact, says she; and 
she put her curls to rights, and looked as pleased as fun, though 
poutin all the time, and walked right out of the room. Presently in 
come two well-dressed house-helps, one with a splendid gilt lamp, 
a real London touch, and another with a tea tray, with a large solid 
silver coffee-pot, and tea-pot, and a cream jug and sugar bowl of 
the same genuine metal, and a most elegant set of real gilt china. 
Then came in Marm Crowningshield herself, lookin as proud as if she 
would not call the President her cousin: and she gave the Lawyer a 
look, as much as 10 say, I guess when Mr. Slick is gone, I'll/pay you 
off that are kiss with ioterest, you dear you-I'll answer a bill at 
sight for it, I will, you may depend. 

I believe, said he agio, you are right, Increase, my dear; its an 
expensive kind of honour that bein Governor, and no great thanks 
neither; great cry and little wool, all talk and no cider-its enough 
I guess for a man to govern his own family, aint it, dear? Sartin, 
my love, said she, sartin, a man is never so much in his own 
proper sphere as there; and beside, said she. his will is supreme to 
home, there is no danger of anyone non-concurring him there, 
;lnd she gave me a sly look, as much as to say, I let him think 
he is master in his own house,for when ladies 1vear the breeches, 
their petticoats ought to be long enough to hide them,. but; allol, Mr, 
Slick, you can see with half an eye that the' grey mare is the bet-, 
ter horse here.' 

What a pity it is, continued the Clockmaker, that the blue-noses 
would not take it leaf out of Marm Crowningshield's book-talk 
\1l0re of their own affairs, and less of politics. I'm sick ~ the 
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crcrlastin sound of' House of Assembly,' anti' Council,' and' great 
folks.' They never alleviate talking about them from July to etar
nity. 

I had a cllrious conversation about politics once, away up to the 
right here. Do you sec that are house, said he, in the field, that's 
got a lurch to leeward, like a north river sloop, struck with a 
squall, 011' West Poin t, lopsided like'! It looks like Seth Pine, a 
tailor down to Hartford, that had one leg shorter than tother, when 
he stood at ease at militia trainin, a restin on the littlest one. 'Yell, 
I had a special frolic there the last time I passed this way. I lost 
Ill(' linch pin out of my forred axle, and I turned up there to get 
it sot to rights. .Just as I drove through the gate, I saw the eldest 
ball a makin filr the hOllse for dear life-she had a short petticoat 
on that looked like a kilt, and her bare legs put me in mind of the 
IUIl~ shanks of a bittern down in a rllsh swamp, a dril'in away like 
mad full chizel arl<'r a fr,,:.;. I could not think what on aidh was 
the matter. Thinks I, she wallIs Iu make herseH look decent like 
afure I :.;l'l in, she dOll't like to ('ull her ,Iorking, on afore me; so 
I pulls up the "ld horse, and kt her have a fair start. 'Yell, when 
I came to the door, I heerd a proper scuddin; there was a regular 
!light into E'!Yl't, jist such a noise as little children make when the 
mistress comes suddenly into school, all a huddlin and scroudgin into 
their seats, as quick as \\ink. Dear me, says the old woman, as she 
put her head out of a llroken window to avail who it was, is it you, 
Mr. Slick'? I slli!.!~ers. if you did not frighten us properly, we ac!i1ly 
thought it was the Sheriff; do come in. 

Poor thing, she looked half starved and half savage, hunger and 
temper had made proper strong lines in her face, like water furrows 
in a ploughed field; she looked bony and thin, like a horse that has 
had more work thall o.ats, and had a wicked expression, as thougll 
it warnt over safe to come too near her heels-an everlastin kicker. 
You may come out, John, said she to. her husband, its only Mr. Slick; 
and out came John from under the bed backwards, on all fours, like 
an ox out of the shoein frame, or a lobster skullin wrong eend fore
most-he looked as wild as a hawk. 'Yeil, I swan I thought I should 
have split, I could hardly keep from bursting right out with larfter-. 
he was all covered with feathers, lint, and dust, the savins of all the 
sweepins since the house was built. shoved under there for tidiness. 
lIe actilly sneezed for the matter of ten minutes-he seemed half 
choked with the flaff and stuff that came o.ut with him like a cloud. 
Lord, he looked like a goose halfpicked, as if all the quills were gone, 
but the pen feathers and down were left, jist ready for singin and 
stuffin. lIe put me in mind of a sick Adjutant, a great tall hulkin 
bird, that comes from the East Indgies, amost as high as a man, 
andwost as knowin as a blue-nose. I'd a ginn a hundred do.lIars b 
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llave had that chap as a show at a fair-tar and feathers warn't half 
as nateral. You've scen a gall holh larf and cry at the same lime, 
hante you? well I hope I may be shot if I couldn't have done the 
same. To see that critter come like a turkey out of a bag at Christmas, 
to be fired at for ten cents a shot, was as good as a play; but to look 
round and see the poverty-the half naked children-the old pine 
stumps for chairs-a small bin of poor watery yaller potatoes in the 
corner-daylight through the sides and roof of the house, lookin like 
the tarred seams of a ship, all black where the smoke got oul-no 
utensils for cookin or eatin-and starvation wrote as plain as a hand
bill on their holler cheeks, skinney fingers, and sunk eyes, went right 
straight to the heart. I do declare I believe I should have cried, only 
they didn't seem to mind it themselves. They had been used to it, 
like a man that's married to a thunderin ugly wife, he gets so accus
tomed to the look of her everlastin dismal mug, that he don't think 
her ugly at all. 

Well, there was another chap a settin by the fire, and he did look 
as if he saw it and felt it too, he didn't seem over half pleased, you 
may depend. He was the District Schoolmaster, and he told me he 
was lakin a spell at bo.ardin tltere, for it ~vas their turn to keep him. 
Thinks I to myself, poor devil, you've brought your pigs to a pretty 
market, that's a fact. I see how it is, the blue-noses can't' cypher.' 
The cat's out of the bag now-it's no wonder they don't go ahead, 
for they don't know nothin-the 'Schoolmaster is abroad,' with the 
devil to it, for he has no home at all. Why, Squire, you might jist 
as well expect a horse to go right offin gear, before he is haIter broke, 
as a blue-nose to get on in the wor.Jd, when he has got no schoolin. 

But to get back to my story. Well, says I, how's times with you, 
Mrs. Spry? Dull, says she, very dull, there's no markets now, things 
don't fetch nothin. Thinks I, some folks hadn't ought to complain 
of markets, for they don't raise nothin to sell, but I didn't say so; 
for poverty ~s keen enough, 1L'itllOut sharpenin." its l'l~(/l' by pokin.q 
fun at it. Potatoes, says I. will fetch a good price this fall, for it's 
a short crop in a general way; how's your'n? Grand, says she, as 
complete as ever you seed; our tops were small and didn't look well; 
but we have the handsomest bottoms, its generally allowed, in all 
our place; you never seed the beat of them, they are actilly worth 
lookin at. I vow I had to take a chaw of tobacky to keep from 
snorting right out, it sounded so queer like. Thinks I to myself, old 
lady, it's a pity you couldn't be changed eend for eend then, as some 
folks do their stockings; it would improve the look of your dial-plate 
alI)3zingly then, that's a fact. 

Now there was human natur, squire, said the Clockmaker, there 
was pride even in that hovel. It is found in rags as well as king's 
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robes, where butter is spread with the thumb as well as the silvei' 
knife, natll/' is natur wherever Jloufind it. 

Jist then, in came one or two neighbours to see the sport, for they 
took me for a sheriff or constable, or something of that breed, aDd 
when they saw it was me they sot down to hear the news; they fell 
right too at politics as keen as anything, as if it had been a dish of 
real Connecticut Slaps Jacks, or Hominy; or what is better still, a 
glass of real genuine splendid mint julep, whe-eu-up, it fairly makes 
my mouth water to think of it. I wonder, says one, what they will 
do for liS this winter in the House of Assembly? Nothin, says the 
other, they never do nothin but what the great people at Halifax tell 
'em. Squire Yeoman is the man, he'll pay up the great folks this 
hitch, he'll let 'em have their own, he's jist the boy that can do it. 
Says [, [ wish I could say all men were as honest then, for I am 
afear'd there are a great many won't pay me up this winter; I should 
like to trade with your friend, who is he? 'Vhy, says he, he is the 
memLer for Isle Sable County, and if he do n't let the great folks have 
it, it's a pity, 'Vho do you call great folks, for, said I, I vow [ 
ham't see'd one since I came here. The only one that I know 
that comes near hand to one is Nicholas Overknocker, that lives 
all along shore, about l\Iargaret's Bay, and h,' is a great man, 
it takes a yoke of oxen to drag him. When I first see'd him, says 
I, what on airth is the matter 0' that man, has he the dropsy, for 
he is actilly the greatest man I ever see'd; he must weigh the 
matter of five hundred weight; he'd cut three inches on the rib, he 
must have a proper sight of lard, that chap? No, says I, don't call 
'em great men, for there ain't a great man in the country, that's a 
fact; there ain't one that desarves the name; folks will only larf at 
you if you talk that way. There may be some rich men, and I be
lieve there be, and it's a pity there warn't more on 'em, and a still 
greater pity they have so little spirit or enterprise among 'em, but a 
country is none the worse of having rich men in it, you may depend. 
Great folks! well, come, that's a good joke, that bangs the bush. No 
my friend, says I, the meat that's at the top of the barrel, is some
times not so good as that's a little grain lomer down .. the upper and 
lon'a eends are plaguJl apt to have a little taint in' em, but the middle 
is always good. 

Well, says the blue-nose, perhaps they beant great men, exactly 
in that sense, but they are great men compared to us poor folks? 
and they eat up all the revenue, there's nolhin left for roads and 
bridges, they want to ruin the country, that's a fact. Want to ruin 
your granny, says I (for it raised my dander to hear the critter talk 
such nonsense), I did hear of one chap, says I, that sot fire to his 
own house once, up to Squantum, but the cunnin rascal insured it 
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first; now how can your great folks ruin the country without minin . 
themselves, unless they have insured the Province? Our folks will 
insure all creation for half nothin, but I never heerd tell of a 
country being insured agin rich men. Now if you ever go to Wall 
Street, to get such a policy, leave the door open behind you, that's 
all; or they'll grab right hold of you, shave your head and blister 
it, clap a straight jacket on you, and whip you right into a mad 
house, afore you can say Jack Robinson. No, your great men are 
nothin but rich men, and I can tell you for your comfort, there's 
Dothin to hinder you from hein rich too, if you will take the same 
means as they did. They were once :all as poor folks as you be, or 
their fathers afore them; for I know their whole breed, seed, and 
generation, and they wouldn't thank you to tell them that you knew 
their fathers and grandfathers, I tell you. If ever you want the 
loan of a hundred pounds from any of them, keep dark about that
see as far ahead as you please, but it tanle always pleasant to have 
folks see too far back. Perhaps they be a little proud or so, but that's 
nateral; all folks that grow up right off, like a mushroom in one 
night, are apt to think no small beer of themselves. A cabbage has 
pia guy large leaves to the bottom, and spreads them out as wide 
as an old woman's petticoats, to hide the ground it sprung from, 
and conceal its extraction, but what's that to you? If they get too 
large salaries, dock 'em down at once, but don't keep talkin about it 
for everlastinly. If you have too many sarvants, pay some on 'em 
otf, or when they quit your sarvice don't hire others in their room, 
that's all; but you miss your mark when you keep tirin away the 
whole blessed time that way. 

I went out a gunnin when I was a boy, and father went with me 
to teach me. Well, the first flock of plover I see'd I let slip at them 
and missed them, Says father, says he, 'Vhat a blockhead you be, 
Sam, that's your own fault, they were too far off, you hadn't ought 
to have fired so soon. At Bunker's hill we let the British come right 
on till we see'd the whites of their eyes, and then we let them ha\e 
it slap bang. Well, I felt kinder grigged at missin my shot, and I 
didn't over half like to be scolded too; so, says I, Yes, father; but 
recollect you had a mud bank to hide behind, where you were proper 
safe, and you ;had a rest for your guns too; but as soon as you see'd 
a little more than the whites of thcir eyes, you run for your dear life, 
full split, and so I don't see much to brag on in that arter all, so come 
now. I'll teach you to talk that way, you puppy, you, said he, of 
that glorious day; and he fetched me a wipe that I do belJeve, if I 
hadn't a dodged, would have spoiled my gunnin for that hitch; so I 
gave him a wide birth arter that all day. Well, the next time I 
missed, says I, she hung fire so everlastinly, it's no wonder, and the 
next miss, says-I, tho powder is no good, I vow, Well, I missed 
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,.,cry shot, and I had an excuse for everyone on 'em-the flint was 
had, or she nashed in the pan, or the shot scaled, or something or 
another; and wilen all wouldn't do, I swore the gun was no good at 
all. Now, says father (and he edged up all the time, to pay me olf 
for that hit at his Bunker hill slory, which was the only shot I didn't 
miss, you han't got the right reason arter all. It was your own 
fault, Sam. 
~IIW that's jist the case with you; you may blame Banks and 

'~ouncil, and House of Assembly, and' the great men,' till you are 
lired, hut ii's all your own fault-yo/(' /'1' no spirit and no enterprise, 
!IOI! mlllt intiustrll allil f'/'I!!lOIII!r use tll1'lII, aud you'll soon be as 
ri('h as the jil'opl" lit Halifax !IO/l call great folks-they didn't grow 
rich by talking, but hy working; instead of lookin after other folks' 
husiness, they looked about the keenest arter their own. You are 
like the machinery of one of our boats, good enough, and strong 
enongh, lJUt of no airthly use lill you get the steam up; you want to 
be set in motion, and then you' II go a head like any thint:'o you may 
depend. nice up politics-it's II barren field, and 11'('11 'fl'atched 
/00" '1I'ltcrC olle crilterjllillps ".Ii'lice into a goodjield andgetsfat, 
iIIore nor tll"'I1/ll 'II',' I'll(1sed 'roUiul and 1'0/(l1d, by a lI·hole pack of 
Ild1'ili CUI'S, till/lll'!1 arej;lir1!1 beat out, alld celld 1'/1 l)('ill half starv
I'll, 111111111',' at the lij~ill ((t 1(11'/. LOllI .. to yourj;lrllls-your 1rat(,l' 
j"JlI'('I'S-!I'JIII' ,iisheri,'s, «Illlfiletorit's. III short, says I,putting on 
'Ill!! hat ((Jld starlin, look to !1(JIIJ'Se/I"'8, and dun't look 10 others. 

CHAPTER XXII, 

A CVRE FOR CONCEIT, 

I,',; a most curious unaccountable thin:::, but it's a fact, said the 
Clockmaker, the hlue-noses are so conceited, they think they know 
every thing; and yet there aint a livin soul in Nova Scotia knows his 
own business real complr-te, farmer or fisherman, lawyer or doctor, 
or any other folk. A farmer said to me one day, up to Pugnose's 
inn, at River Philip, Mr. Slick, says he, I allot this ainl 'a bread 
country;' I intend to sell off the house I improve and go to the States. 
If it aint a bread country, said I. I never see'd one that was. There 
is more bread used here, made of best superfine flour, and No. I, 
Genessee, than in any other place of the same popUlation in the 
univarse. You might as well say it aint a Clock Country, when to 
my sartin knowledge there are more clocks than bibles in it. I guess 
you expect to raise your bread ready made, don't you 'I Well, there's 
only one class of our free and enlightened citizens that can do that, 
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and that's them that are born with silver spoons in their mouths. 
It's a pity you wasn't availed of this truth, afore you up killoch and 
off-take my advice and bide where Y{lu be. . 

Well, the fishermen are jist as bad. The next time you go into 
the fish-market at Halifax, stump some of the old hands; says you, 
'how many fins has a cod, at a word,' and I'll liquidate the bet if 
you lose it. When I've been along-shore afore now, a vendin of my 
clocks, and they began to raise my dander, by belittleing the Yankees, 
I always brought them up by a round turn by that requirement, 'how 
many fins has a cod, at a word.' Well they never could answer it; 
and then, says I, when you larn your own business, I guess it will be 
time enough to teach other folks theirn. 

How different it is with our men folk, if they can't get thro' a 
question, how beautifully they can go round it, can't they? Nothin 
never stops them. I had two brothers, Josiah and Eldad, one was 
a lawyer, and the other a doctor. They were talkin about their exa
minations one night, at a husklin frolic, up to Guvernor Ball's big 
stone barn at Slickville. Says Josy, 'Vhen I was examined, the 
Judge axed me all about real estate; and, says he, Josiah, says he, 
what's a fee? Why, says I, Judge, it depends on the natur or the 
case. In a common one, says I, I call six dollars a pretty fair one; 
but lawyer Websler has got afore now, I've heerd tell, 1,000 dollars, 
and that I do call a fee. Well, the judge he larfed ready to split 
his sides (thinl).s I, old chap, you'll burst like a steam byler, if you 
han't got a safety valve somewhere or another); and, says he, I vow 
that's superfine; I'll indorse your certificate for you, young man; 
there's no fear of y.ou, you'll pass the inspection brand any how. 

Well, says Eldad, I hope I may be skinned if the same thing did'nt 
een amost happen to me at my examination. They axed me a nation 
sight of questions, some on 'em I could answer, and some on 'em no 
soul could, right of the reel at a word, without a little cypherin ; at 
last they axed me, 'How would you calculate to put a patient into 
a sweat, when'common modes wouldn't work no how?' \Vhy, says 
I , I'd do as Doctor Comfort Payne sarved father. And how was 
that, said they. Why, says I, he put him into such I sweat as I 
never see'd in him afore, in all my born days, since I was raised, by 
sending him in his bill, and if that didn't sweat him it's a pity; it 
was an active dose you may depend. I guess that are chap has cut 
his eye teeth, said the President, let him pass as approbated. 

They both knowed well enough, they only made as if they didn't, 
to poke a little fun at them, for the Slick family were counted in a 
general way to be pretty considerable cute. 

They reckon themselves here a chalk above us Yankees, but I 
guess they have a wrinkle or two to grow afore they progress ahea(l 
on us yet. II' they han't got a full cargo of conceit here, then I never 

to 
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see'd a load. that's all. They have the hold chock full. deck piled 
up to the pump handles, and scuppers under water. They larnt that 
of the British, who are actilly so full of it. they remind me of Com
modore Trip. When he was about half shaved he thought every 
body drunk but himself. I never liked the last war. I thought it 
unnateral, and that we hadn't ought to have taken hold of it at all, 
and so most of our New England folks thought; and I wasn't sorry to 
hear Gineral Dearborne was beat, seein we had no call to go into 
Canada. But when the Guerriere was captivated by our old Iron
sides, the Constitution, I did feel lifted up amost as high as a stalk of 
Varginy corn among Connecticut middlins; I grew two inches taller, 
I vow, the night I lleerd that news. Brag, says I, is a good dog, 
but hold fast is beUer. The British navals had been a braggin and 
hectorin so long, that when they landed in our cities, they swaggered 
e'en amost as much as Uncle Peleg (big Peleg as he was called), and 
when he walked up the centre of one of our narrow Boston streets, 
he used to swing his arms 011 each side of him, so that folks had to 
clear Ollt of both foot paths: he's cut, afore now, the fingers of both 
hands agin the shop windows on each side of the street. Many's the 
poor feller's crupper bone he's smashed, with his great thiek boots, 
a throwin out his feet afore him e'en amost out of sight, when he was 
in full rig a swigglin away at the top of his gait. Well, they cut as 
many shines as Uncle Peleg. One frigate they guessed would eap
tirate, sink, or burn our whole navy. Says a naval one day, to the 
skipper of a fishing-boat that he took, says he, Is it true Commodore 
Decatur's sword is made of an old iron hoop? Well, says the skipper, 
I'm not quite certified as to that, seein as I never sot eyes on it; but 
I guess if he gets a chanee he'll shew you the temper of it some of 
these days any how. 

I mind once a British man-o'-war took one of our Boston vessels, 
and ordered all hands on board, and Bent a party to'skuttle her; well, 
they skuttled the fowls and the old particular genuine rum, but they 
obliviated their arrand and left her. Well, next day another frigate 
(for they were as thick as toads arter a rain) comes near her, and 
fires a shot for her to bring to. No answer was made, there bein no 
livin soul on board, and another shot fired, still no answer. Why, 
what on airth is the meanin oftbis, said the Captain, why don't they 
haul down that damn'd goose and gridiron (that's what he called our 
('agle and stars on the flag). Why, says the first leftenant, I guess 
they are all dead men, that shot frightened them to death. They are 
afeard to show their noses, says another, lest they thould be shaved 
off by our shots. They are all down below a 'calculatin' their loss 
I guess, says a third. I'll take my davy, says the Captain, it's som~ 
Yankee tric.k, a torpedo in her bottom, or some such trap-we'll let 
her be, and iure enough, next day, back she came to shore of her-
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self. I'll give you a quarter of an hour, says the Captain of the 
Guerriere to his men, to take that are Yankee frigate, the Constitu
tion. I guess he found his mistake where he didn't expect it, with
out any great sarch for it either. Yes (to eventuate my story), it did 
me good. I felt dreadful nice, I promise you. It was as lovely as 
bitters of a cold mornin. Our folks beat' em arter that so often, they 
gota little grain too much conceit also. They got their heels too high 
for their boots, and began to walk like uncIe Peleg, too, so that when 
the Chesapeake got whipped I warn't sorry. We could spare that 
one, and it made our navals look round, like a feller who' gets a hoist, 
to see who's a larfin at him. It made 'em brush the dust off, and 
walk on rather sheepish. It cut their combs, that's a fact. The 
war did us a plaguy sight of good in more ways than one, and it did 
the British some good, too. It taught 'em not to carry their chins 
too high, for fear they shouldn't see the gutters-a mistake that's 
spoiled many a bran new coat and trowsers afore now. 

Well, these blue-noses have caught this disease, as folks do the 
Scotch fiddle, by shakin hands along with the British. Conceit has 
become here, as Doctor Rush says (you have heerd tell of him, he's 
the first man of the age, and it's generally allowed our doctors take 
the shine off of all the world), acclimated, it is citizenised among 'em, 
and the only cure is a real good quiltin. I met a first chop Colchester 
Gag this summer agoin to the races to Halifax, and he knowed as 
much about racin, I do suppose, as a Chictaw Ingian does of a rail
road. Well, he was a prasin of his horse, and runllin on like Statiee. 
He was begot, he said, by Roncesvalles, which was better than any 
horse that· ever was seen, because he was once in a duke's stable in 
England. It was only a man that had blood like a lord, said he, that 
knew what blood in a horse was. Captain Currycomb, an officer at 
Halifax, had seen his horse and praised him, and that was enough
that stamped him-that fixed his value. It was like the President's 
name to a bank note" it makes it pass current. Well, says I, I han't 
got a drop of blood in me nothin stronger than molasses and water, I 
vow, but I guess I know a horse when I see him for all that, and I 
don't think any great shakes of your beast, any how; what start wiII 
you give me, says I, and [ will run 'Old Clay' agin you, for a mile 
lick right an eend. Ten rods, said he, for twenty dollars. Well, we 
run, and I made I Old Clay' bite in his breath, and only beat him by 
half a neck. A tight scratch, says I, that, and it would have sarved 
me right if I had been beat. I had no business to run an old roadster 
so everlastin fast, it ain't fair on him, is it? Says he, I will double 
the bet and start even, and run you agin if you dare. Well, says I, 
since I won the last it wouldn't be pretty not to give you a chance; I 
do suppose I oughtn't to refuse, but I don 'I love to abuse my beast by 
knockin him allont this way. 
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As soon as the money was staked, I said, Hadn't we belter, says I. 
draw stakes, that are blood horse of yonr'n has such uncommon 
particular bottom, he'll perhaps leave me clean out of sight. No fear 
oftha!., said he, larfin, but he'll beat you easy, any how. No flinchin, 
says he, I'll not let you go back oCthe bargain. It's run or forfeit. 
Well, says I, friend, there is fear of it; your horse will leave me out 
of sight, to a sartainty, that's a fact, for he can't keep up to me no 
time. I'll drop him, hull down, in tu tu's. If Old Clay didn't make 
a fool of him, it's a pity. Didn't he gallop pretty. that's all? He 
walked away from him, jist as the Chancellor Livingston steam-boat 
passes a sloop at anchor in the north river. Says I, I told you your 
horse would beat me cll'an out of sight, but you wouldn't believe me; 
now, says I, I will tell you something else. That are horse will 
help you to lose more money to Halifax than you are a thinkin on ; 
for there ain't a beast gone down there that won't beat him. He 
can't run a bit, and you may tell the British Captain I say so. Take 
him home and sellllilll, buy a .'loodyoke qjo.'!:en; they are fast enough 
for afarmer, mill gil"l' up blood horses to them that can afford to keep 
stable-helps to telld '1'111, and leave bettin· alone to them as has more 
money th<lll /I'il, and C(/1/ afford to lose tlieir cash, 1vitlwut thiJ/kin 
agin ,!f"thl'ii' loss. When I '/I'ant your advice, said he, I will ask it, 
most peskily sulky. You might have got it hefore you (I./"cd for it, 
said I, but not afore you wanted it, you may depend on it. But stop, 
said I, let's see that all's right afore we part; so I counts over the 
fifteen pounds I won of him, note by note, as slow as anything, on 
purpose to ryle him, then I mounts' Old Clay' agin, and says I, 
Friend, you have considerably the advantage of me this hitch, any 
how. Possible I says he, how's that? Why, says I, I guess you'll 
return rather lighter than you came-and that's more nor I can say 
any how, and then I gave him a wink and a jupe of the head, as much 
as to say, 'do you take?' and rode on and left him starin and scratchin 
his head like a feller who's lost his road. Hthat citizen ain't a born fool 
or too far gone in the disease, depend on't he found' a curefor conceit.' 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE BLOWIN TIME. 

THE long rambling dissertation on conceit to which I just listened 
f~om ,the Cl?ckmaker; forcibly reminded me of the celebrated apho~ 
r.ls~ gnotln ~eauton, know thyself, which, both from its great an
bqUlty and Wisdom, has been by many attributed to an oracle. 

With all his shrewdness to discover, and his humours to ridimle 
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the foibles of others, Mr. Slick was blind to the many defects of his 
own character; and, while prescribing' a cure for conceit,' exhibited 
in all he said, and all pe did, the most overwheening conceit him
self. He never spoke of his own countrymen, 'without calling them 
, the most free and enlightened citizens on the face of the ail'th; or 
as' takin the shine off of all creation: His country he boasted to be the 
, best atween the poles,' , the greatest glory under heaven: The Yan
kees he considered (tousehisexpression) as 'actilly the class-leaders 
in knowledge among all the Americans,' and boasted that they have 
not only' gone ahead of all others,' but had lately arrived at that most 
enviable ne plus ultra point' goin ahead of themselves: In sll.o"t, he 
entertained no doubt that Slickville was the finest place in the greatest 
nation in the world, and the Slick family the wisest family in it. 

I was about calling his attention to this national trait, when I saw 
him draw his reins under his foot (a mode of driving peculiar 10 him
self, when he wished to economise the time that would otherwise be 
lost, by an unnecessary delay), and taking off his hat (which, like a 
pedlar's pack, contained a general assortment), select from a num
ber of loose cigars one that appeared Iike)y to 'go,' as he called it. 
Having lighted it by a lucifer, and ascertained that it was 'true in 
draft,' he resumed his reins, and remarked, ' This must be an ever
lastin fine country beyond all doubt, for the folks have nothin to do 
but to ride about and talk politics. In winter, when the grolind is 
covered with snow, what grand times they have a slayin over these 
here mashes with the galls, or playin ball on the ice, or goin to quil
tin frolics of nice long winler evenings, and then a drivin home like 
mad, by moonlight. Natur meant that season on purpose for courtin. 
A little tidy scrumptious lookin slay, a real clipper of a horse, a string 
of bells as long as a string of inions round his neck, and a sprig on his 
back, lookin for all the world like a bunch of apples broke off at 
gatherin time, and a sweetheart alongside, all mumed up but her eyes 
and lips-the one lookin right into you, and the other talk.in right at 
you-is e'en amost enough to drive one ravin, tarin, distracted mad 
with pleasure, aint it? And then the dear critters say the bells 
make such a din there's no hearin one's self speak; so they put their 
pretty little mugs close up to your face, and talk, talk, talk., till one 
can't help looking right at them instead of the horse, and then whap 
you both go capsized into a snow drift together, skins, cushions, and 
all. And then to see the little critter shake herself when she gets 
up, like a duck landin from a pond, a chatterin away all the time like 
a Canary bird, and you a haw-hawin with pleasure, is fun alive, you 
may depend. In this way blue-nose gets led on to offer himself as a 
a Jovier. afore he knows where he bees. 

But when he gets married, he recovers his eyesight in little lesa 
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than ha\£ no time. He soon finds he's treed; his flint is fixed thelt, 
you may depend. She larns him how vinegar is made: Put plenty 
of sugar into the 1vater aforehcind, my dear, she said, if you want 
to make it real sharp. The larf is on the ot.her side of his mouth 
then. If his slay gets upsot, its no longer a fun n y matter, I tell you; 
he catches it right and left. Her eyes don't look right up to him 
any more, nor her little tongue ring, ring, ring, like a bell any longer, 
but a great big hood covers her head, and a whappin great muff 
covers her face, and she looks like a bag of soiled clothes agoin to the 
brook to be washed. When they get out, she don't wait any more 
for him to walk lock and lock with her, but they march like a horse 
and a cow to water, one in each gutter. If there aint a tr'ansmogri
fication its a pity. The dilference atweeD a wife and a sweetheart is 
neer about as great as there is between new and hard cider-a man 
never tires of puttin one to his lips, but makes plaguy wry faces at 
tother. It makes me so kinder wamblecropt when I think on it, 
that I'm afeared to venture on matrimony at all. I have seen some 
blue-noses most properly bit, you may depend. You've seen a boy 
a slidin on a most beautiful smooth bit of icc, han't you, larfin, and 
hoopin, and hallowin like one possessed, when presently sowse he goes 
in over head and ears? How he outs, fins, and flops about, and blows 
like a porpoise properly frightened, don't he? and when he gets out, 
there he stands, all shiverin and shakin, and the water a squish
squashin in his shoes, and his trowsers all stickin slimsey like to his 
legs. Well, he sneaks off home, lookin like a fool, and thinkin every 
body he meets is a larfin at him-many folks here are like that are 
boy, afore they have been six months married. They'd be proper 
glad to get out of the scrape too, and sneak off if they could, that's a 
fact. The marriage yoke is plaguy apt to gall the neck, as the ash 
bow does the ox in rainy weather, unless it be most particularly well 
fitted. You've seen a yoke of cattle that warn't properly mated, they 
spend more strength in pulling agin each other, than in pullin the 
load. Well, thaI's apt to be the case with them as choose their wives 
in sleighin parties, quiltin frolics, and so on; instead of the dairies'. 
looms, and cheese-house. 

Now the blue-noses are all a stirrin in winter. The young folks 
urive out the Igans, and talk love and an sorts ef things as sweet as 
dough-nuts. The old folks find it near about as well to leave the old 
women to home, for fear they shouldn't keep tune together; so they 
drive out alone to chat about House of Assembly with their neigh
bours, while the boys and hired' helps do the chores. When the 
Spring comes, and the fields are dry enough to be sowed, they aU 
have 10 he plowed, cause fall rains wash the lands too much/or faU 
plou[/hill , Well, the pl~s have to be mended and sharpened, cause 
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whats the use qf doin that afore its wanted. Well, the wheat gets in 
too late, and then comes rust, but whose fault is that? Why the cli
mate to be sure,for Nova Scotia aint a bread country. 

When a man has to run ever so far as fast as he can clip, he has 
to stop and take breath; you must do that or choke. So it is with a 
horse; run him a mile, and his flanks will heave like a blacksmith's 
bellows; you must slack up the rein, and give him a little wind, or 
he'll fall right down with you. It stands to reason, don't it? Atwixt 
spring and fall work is 'Blorvin time: Then Courts come on, and 
Grand Jury business, and Militia trainin, and Race trainin, and what 
not; and a fine spell of ridin about and doin nothin, a real' Blowin 
time: Then comes harvest, and that is proper hard work, mowin 
and pitchin hay, and reapin and bindin grain, and potatoe diggin. 
That's as hard as sole leather, afore its hammered on the lap stone 
-it's most next to any thing. It takes a feller as tough as Old 
Hickory (General Jackson) to stand that·. 

Ohio is most the only country I know of where folks are saved that 
trouble, and there the freshets come jist in the niok of time for 'em, 
and sweep all the crops right up in a heap for 'em, and they have 
nothin to do but take it home and house it, and sometimes a man gets 
more than his own crop, and finds a proper swad of it all ready piled 
up, only, a little wet or so; but all countries aint like Ohio. Well, 
arter harvest comes fall, and then there's a grand' blowin time,' tm 
spring. Now, how the Lord the blue-noses can complain of their 
country, when it's only one-third work and two-thirds' blowin time,' 
110 S01l1 can tell. 

Father used to say, when I lived on the farm along with him
Sam, says he, I vow I wish there was jist four hundred days in tbe 
year, for it's a pIa guy sight too short for me. I can find as much 
work as all hands on us can do for 365 days, and jist 35 days more, 
if we had 'em. We han't got a minit to spare; you must shell the 
corn, and winner the grain at night, and clean all up slick, Qr I guess 
we'll fall astarn, as sure as the Lord made Moses. Hhe didn't keep 
U8 all at it, a drivin away full chisel, the whole blessed time, it's a 
pity. There was no 'blowin time' there, you may depend. We 
plowed all the fall, for dear life; in winter we thrashed, made and 
mended tools, went to market and mill, and got out our firewood and 
rails. As soon as frost was gone, came sowin and plantin, weedin and 
hoein-then harvest and spreadin compost-then gatherin manure, 
fencin and ditchin-and then turn tu and fall plowin agin. It all 
went round like a wheel without stoppin, and so fast, I guess you 
couldn't see the spokes, just one long everlastin stroke from July to 
etarnity, without time to look back on the tracks. Instead.ofracin 
oyer the country, like a young doctor, to show how busy a man is 
that has nothin to do, as blue-nose does, and tben take a • blowin 
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time,' we kept a rale travellin gate, an eight-miIe-an-hour pace, the 
whole year round. They buy more nor they sell, and eat more than 
they mise, in this country. What a pretty way that is, isn't? If 
the critters knew how to cypher, they would soon find out that a 
sum stated that way always eends in a naught. I never knew it to 
fail, and I defy any soul to cypher it so, as to make it come out any other 
way, either by Schoolmaster's Assistant, or Algebra. ·When I was 
a boy, the Slickville bank broke, and an awful disorderment it made, 
that's a fact; nothin else was talked of. Well, I studied it over a 
long time, but I couldn't make it out: so says I, Father, how came 
that are bank to break; warn't it well built? I thought that are 
Quincy granite was so amazin strong all natur wouldn't break it. 
Why you foolish critter, says he, it tante the buildin that's broke, its 
the consarn that's smashed. Well, says I, I know folks are plaguily 
consarned about it, but what do you call' folks smashin their con
sarns?' Father, he larfed out like any thing; I thought he never 
woulrl stop-and sister Sail got right up and walked out of the room, 
as mad as a hatter. Says she, Sam, I do believe you are a born fool, 
I vow. When father had done larfin, says he, I'll tell you, Sam, how 
it was. They ciphered it so, that they brought out nothin for a re
mainder. Possible I says I; I thought there was no eend to their puss. 
I thought it was like lnrle Peleg's musquash hole, and that no soul 
could ever find the bottom of it. My!! says I. Yes, says he, that are 
bank spent and lost more money than it made, and ,yhen folks do 
that, they must smash at last, if their puss be as long as the national 
one of Uncle Sam. This province is like that are bank of ourn, it's 
goin the same road, and they'll find the Iittlfl eend of the horn afore 
they think they are half way down to it. 

If folks would only give over talkin about that everlasting House 
of Assembly and Council, and see to their farms, it would be better 
for 'em, I glless; for arter all, what is it? Why it's only a sort of 
first chop Grand Jury, and nothin else. It's no more like Congress 
or Parliament, than Marm Pugwash's keepin room is like ollr State 
hall. It's jist nothin-Congress makes war and peace, has a say in 
all treaties, confarms all great nominations of the President, regilates 
the army and navy, governs twenty-four independent States, and 
snaps its fingers in the face of all the nations of Europe, as much as 
to say, who be YOII? [ allot I am as big as YOll be. If you are six 
foot high, I am six foot six in my stockin feet, by gum, and can 
lambaste any two of you in no time. The British can whip all the 
world, and we can whip the British. But this little House of As
scmbly, that folks make such a touss about, whatis it? Why jist a 
decent Grand Jury. They make their presentments of little money 
Yotes, to mend these everIastin rottin little wooden bridges, to throw 
a poultice of mud once a year on the roads, and then take a • blowin 
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time' or three months and go home. The littler folks be, the bigger 
they talk. You never seed a small man that didn't wear high heel 
boots and a high crowned hat, and that warn't ready to fight most 
anyone, to show he was a man every inch of him. 

I met a member the other day, who swaggered near about as large 
as Uncle Peleg. He looked as if he thought you couldn't find his 
, ditto' any where. He used some most particular educational words, 
genuine jaw-breakers. He put me in mind of a squirrel lance shot 
:in our wood location. The little critter got a hickory nut in . his 
mouth; well, he found it too hard to crack, and too big to swaller, 
and for the life and soul of him, he couldn't spit it out agin. If he 
didn't look like a proper fool, you may depend. We had a pond back 
of our barn, about the bigness of a good sizeable wash-tub, and it was 
chock full of frogs. Well, one of these little critters fancied himself 
a bull-frog, and he puffed out his cheeks, and took a real' blowin 
time' of it; he roared away like thunder; at last he puffed and puffed 
out till he burst like a byler. If I see the Speaker this winter (and 
I shall see him to a sartainty if they don't send for him to London, 
to teach their new Speaker), and he's up to snuff, that are man; he 
knows how to cypher-I'll jist say to him, Speaker, says I, if any of 
your folks in the House go to swell out like dropsy, give 'em a hint 
in time. Says you, if you have are a little safety valve about you, let 
off a little steam now and then, or you'll go for it; recollect the Clock
maker's story of the' Blowin time.' 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

FATHER JOHN O'SHAlGHNESSY. 

TO-MORROW will be Sabbath day, said the Clockmaker; I guess 
we'll bide where we be till Monday. I like a Sabbath in the country 
-all Datur seems at rest. There's a cheerfulness in the day here, 
you don't find in towns. You have natur before you here, and nothin 
but art there. The deathy stillness of a town, and the barred win
dows, and shut shops, and empty streets, and great long lines of big 
brick build ins, look melancholy. It seems as if life had ceased tickin, 
but there hadn't been time for decay to take hold on there; as if day 
had broke, but man slept. I can't describe exactly what I mean, but 
I always feel kinder gloomy and whamblecropt there. 

Now in the country it's jist what it alight to be-a day of rest for 
man and beast from labour. When a man rises on the Sabbath, and 
looks out on the sunny fields and wavin crops, his heart feels proper 
~rateful, and he says, come, this is a splendid day, aint it? let's get 
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ready and put on our beUermost close, and go to meclin. His first 
thought is prayerfully to render thanks; and then when he goes to 
worship he meets all his neighbours, and he knows them all, and 
they are glad to see each other, and if any two on 'em han't exactly 
gee'd together durin the week, why they meet on kind of neutral 
ground, and the minister or neighbours make peace atween them. 
But it tante so in towns. You don't know no one you meet there. 
It's the worship of neighbours, but it's the worship of strangers, too, 
for neighbours don't know nor care about each other. Yes, llove 
a Sabbath in the country. 

While uttering this soliloqllY, he took up a pamphlet from the table, 
and turning to the title page, said, have you ever seen this here book 
on the' Elder Controversy' (a controversy on the subject of InCant 
Baptism). This author's Criends say it's a clincher; they say he has 
sealed up Elder's mouth as tight as a bottle. No, said I, I have not; 
I have heard ofit, but never read it. In my opinion the subject has 
been exhausted already, and admits of nothing new being said upon 
it. These religious controversies are a serious injury to the cause of 
true religion; they are deeply deplored by the good and moderate 
men of all parties. It has already embraced several denominations 
in the dispute in this Province, and I hear the agitation has extended 
to New Brunswick, where it will doubless be renewed with equal zeal. 
I am told all the pamphlets are exceptionable in point of temper, and 
this one in particular, which not only ascribes the most unworthy 
motives to its antagonist, but contains some very unjustifiable and 
gratuitous attacks upon other sects unconnected with the dispute. 
The author has injured his own cause, for an intenperate advocate is 
more dangerous than an openfoe. There is no doubt on it, said the 
Clockmaker, it is as clear as mud, and you are not the only one that 
thinks so, I tell you. 

About the hottest time of the dispute, I was to Halifax, and who 
should I meet but Father John O'Shaughnessy, a Catholic Priest. I 
had met him afore in Cape Breton, and had sold him a clock. Well, 
he was a leggin it off hot foot. Possible I says I, Father John, is 
that you? Why, what on airth is the matter of you-what makes 
you in such an everlastin hurry, driving away like one ravin, dis
tracted mad? A sick visit, says he; poor Pat Lanigan, him that you 
mind to Bradore Lake, well, he's near about at the pint of death. 
I guess not, said I, for I jist hear tell he was dead. Well, that brought 
him up all standin, and he bouts ship in a jiffy, and walks a little way 
with me, and we got a talkin about this very subject. Says he, What 
are you, Mr. Slick? Well, I looks up to him and winks, A Clock
maker, says I: well, he smiled, and says he, I see; as much as to say 
I hadn't ought to have axed that are question at aU, I guess, for every 
man's religion is his own, and nobody else's business. Then, says. 
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he, you know all about this country-who does folks say has the 
best of the dispute? Says I, Father John, it's like the battles up to 
Canada lines last war, each side claims victory; I guess there ain't 
much to brag on nary way, damage done on both sides, and nothing 
gai~ed, as far as I can learn. He stopt short, and looked me in the 
face, and says he, Mr. Slick, you are a man that has see'd a good deal 
of the world, and a considerable of an understandin man, and I guess 
I can talk to you. Now, says he, for gracious sake, do jist look 
here, and see how you heretics (Protestants I mean, says he-for I 
guess that are word slipt out without leave) are by the ears, a drivin 
away at each other, the whole blessed time, tooth and naH, hip and 
thigh, hammer and tongs, disputin, revelin, wranglin, and beloutin 
each other with all sorts of ugly names that they can lay their tongues 
to. Is that the way you love your neighbour as yourself? lITe say 
this is a practical comment on schism, and by the powers of Moll 
Kelly, said he, but they all ought to be well lambasted together, the 
whole batch on 'ern entirely. Says I, Father John, give me your 
hand; there are some things, I guess, you and I don't agree on, and 
most likely never will, seeing that you are a Popish priest; but in that 
idee I do opinionate with you, and I wish, with all my heart, all the 
world thought with us. 

I guess he didn't half like that are word Popish priest; it seemed 
to grig him like; his face looked kinder ryled, like well water arter 
a heavy rain; and said he, Mr. Slick, says he, your country is a free 
country, aiD'tit? The freest, says I, on the face of the airth-you 
can't' ditto' it nowhere. We are as free as the air, and when our 
dander's up, stronger than any hurrican you ever see'd-tear up all 
creation most; there aint the beat of it to be found any where. Do 
you call this a free country? said he. Pretty considerable middlin, 
says I, seein that they are under a king. Well. says he, if you were 
seen in Connecticut a shakin hands along with a Popish priest, as 
you are pleased to call me (and he made me a bow, as much as to 
say, mind your trumps the next deal) as you now are in the streets 
of Halifax along with me, with' all your crackin and boastin of your 
freedom, I guess, you wouldn't sell a clock agin in that State for one 
while, I tell you-and he bid me good mornin and turned away. Fa
ther John! says I.-I can't stop, says he; I must see that poor crit
ter's family; they must be in great trouble, and a sick visit is afore 
eontrovarsy in my creed. Well, says I, one word with you afore 
)'OU go; if that are name Popish priest was an ongenteel one, I ax 
your pardon; I didn't mean no.ofi'ence. I do assure you, and I'll say 
this for your satisfaction, Iu. you're the first man in this Province 
that ever gave me a real. right down complete checkmate since I first 
sot food in it, I'll be skinned if you aint. 

Yes, said Mr. Slick, Father John 'fIas right; these antagonizing 
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chaps ougbL to be well quilted, the whole raft of 'em. It fairly makes 
me sick to see the folks each on 'em a backin up of their own 
man. At "it agin, says o~e; fair play, says another; stick it into 
him, says a third; and that's your sort, says a fourth. Them are 
the folks who do mischief. They show such clear grit it fairly 
fri!.!\ltens me. It makes my hair stand right up an eend to see 
ministers do that are. It appearS to me that I could write <l book 
in .t;n;rmr of myself and Illy notions, 'lvithout writing agin any 
(Jilt', ({lid it" I couldll" I 1/'{1/I/dn't lI'rite at all, I snore. Our old 
ministpr, Mr. Hopewell (a real good man, and a larned man too 
that), they sent to him once to write agin the Unitarians, for they 
are agoin a head like statiee in New England, but he refused. Said 
he, Sam, says he, when I first went to Cambridge, there was a boxer 
and wrastler came there, and he beat everyone wherever he went. 
Well, old !\Ir. Possit was the Church of England parson at Charles
town, at Ihe time, and a terrible powerful man he was-a rael sneezer, 
and as actiN' as a weasel. 'Veil, the boxer met him one day, a little 
way out of town, a takin of his evenin walk, and said he, Parson, 
says he, they say you are a most plaguy strong man, a!l:l uncommon 
stiff too. Now, says he, I never seed a man yet that was a match 
for me; would you have any objection jist to let me be availed of 
your strength here in a friendly way, by ourselves, where no soul 
would be the wiser; if you will I'll keep dark about it, I swan. Go 
your way, said the Parson, and tempt me not; you are a carnal 
minded, wicked man, and I take no pleasure in such vain, idle sports. 
Very well, said the boxer; now here I stand, says he, in the path, 
right slap afore ~ ou; if you pass round me, then I take it as a sign 
that you are ilfcard on me, and if you keep the path, why then you 
mllst first put me out-that's a fact. The Parson jist made a spring 
forrard and kitched him up as quick as wink, and throwed him right 
over the fence whap on the broad of his back, and then walked on 
as if lIothin had happened-as demure as you please, and lookin as 
meek as if butter wouldn't melt in his mouth. Stop, said the boxer, 
as soon as he picked himself up, stop, Parson, said he, that's a good 
man, and jist chuck oyer my horse too, will you, for I swan I believe 
you could do one near about as easy as t'other. My! said he, if that 
don't bang the bush: you are another guess chap from what [ took 
you to be, a ny how. 

Now, said Mr. Hopewell, says he, I won't write, but if are a Uni
tarian crosses my path, I'll jist overthe fence with him in notime,as 
the parson did the boxer ;j'or "'rilin only lI,rI.(j1·avates your opponents, 
and Jl.Ci·el' convinces Iltelll, I never see'd a cmlcart made by that 
way yet; but I'll tell you n'/wi I have see' ct, It lIlan set his ownjlock 
a doubtin by his on'lI /l·rilin. You may happify your enemies, can
!ankl'l'af(' your opponents, £l1/(( injure your 01vn caUBe by it, bitt I 
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defy you to sarve it. These writers, said he, put me in mind of that 
are boxer'~ pupils. He. would sometimes set two on 'em to spar; 
well, they d put on theIr gloves and begin, larfin and jokin, all in 
good humour. Presently one on 'em would put in a pretty hard 
blow: well, tother would return it in airnest. Oh, says the olher, 
if that's your play, olfgloves and at it; and sure enough, away would 
fly their gloves, and at it they'd go tooth and nail. 

No, Sam, the misfortin is, we are all aptto think Scriptur intended 
for our neighbours, and not fol' ourselves. The poor all think it 
made for the rich. Look at that are Dives, they say, what an ell 
fired scrape he got into by his avarice, with Lazarus; and ain't it 
writ as plain as any thing, that them folks will find it as easy to go 
10 heaven, as for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. 'Veil, 
then, the rich think it 1111 made for the poor-that they sharn't steal 
nor bear false witness, but shall be obedient to them that's in autho
rity. And as for them are Unitarians, and he always got his dander 
up when he spoke of them, why there's no doin nothin with them, 
says he. When they get fairly stumped, and you produce a text 
that they can't get over, nor get round, why they say it tante in our 
version, at all-that's an interpolation, it's an invention of them are 
everlastin monks; there's nothin left for you to do with them, but to 
sarve them as Parson Possit detailed the boxer-lay right hold of 'em 
and chuk 'em over the fence, even iflhey were as big as all out doors. 
That's what our folks ought to have done with 'em at first, pitched 
'em clean out of the state, and let 'em go down to Nova Scotia, or 
some such outlandish place, for they aint't fit to live in no Christian 
country at all. 

Fightin is no way to make convarts; the true way is to win' em. 
You may stop a man's month, Sam, says he, by crammin a book 
down his throat, but you won't convince him. Its a fine thing to 
write a book all covered over with Latin and Greek, and Hebrew, 
like a bridle that's real jam, all spangled with brass nails, but who 
knows whether it's right or wrong? Why not one in ten thousand. 
If I had my religion to choose, and warn't able to judge for myself, 
I'll tell you what I'd do: I'd jist ask mysel£ who leads tlte best lives.? 
Now, says he, Sam, I won't say who do, because it would look like 
vanity to say it was the folks who hold to our platform, but I'll tell 
you who don't. It ain't them tltat makes the greatest prqfessions 
always; and mind what I tell you, Sam, when you go a tradin with 
your clocks away down east to Nova Scotia, and them wild provinces~ 
keep a bright look out on them as cant, too much, for along fa6e' 
is plaguy apt to cover a long conscience-that's a fact. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

L\MING A SHREW. 

THE road from Amherst to Parrsboro' is tedious and uninteresting. 
In places it is made so straight, that you can see several miles of it 
before you, which produces an appearance of interminable length, 
while the stunted growth of the spruce and birch trees bespeaks a 
cold, thin soil, and invests the scene with a melancholy and sterile 
aspect. Here and there occurs a little valley with its meandering 
stream, and verdant and fertile intervale, which, though possessing 
nothing peculiar to distinguish it from many others of the same kind, 
strikes the traveller as superior to them all, from the contrast to the 
surrounding coun try. One of these secluded spots attracted my 
attention, from the number and neatness of the buildings, whick its 
proprietor, a tanner and currier, had erected for the purposes of his 
trade. Mr. Slick said, he knew him, and he guessed it was a pity 
he couldn't keep his wire in as good order as he did his factory. They 
don't hitch their horses together well at all. He is properly hen
pecked, said he; he is a fellrd to call his soul his own, and he leads 
the life of a dog; YOIl never seed the beat of it, I vow. Did you 
ever see a rooster hatch a brood of chit:'kens? No, said I, not that I 
can recollect. Well, :then I have, said he, and if he don't look like 
a fool all the time he is a settin on the eggs, it's a pity; no soul could 
help larOn to SC'P him. Our old nigger, January Snow, had a spite 
agin one of fathrr's roosters, seein that he was a coward, and wouldn't 
fight. He used to call him Dearborne, arler our General that be
haved so ugly to Canada: and, says he one day, I guess you are no 
beth'r than a hen, you everlastin old chicken-hearted villain, and I'll 
make you a larfin stock to all the poultry. I'll put a trick on you 
you'll bear in mind all your born days. So he catches old Dearborne, 
and pulls all the feathers off his breast, and strips him as naked as 
when he was born, from his throat clean down to his tail, and then 
takes a bundle of nettles and gi,es him a proper switchin that stung 
him, and madl' him smart like mad; then he warms some eggs and 
puts them in a nest, and sets Ihe old cock right a top of 'em. Well, 
the warmth of the eggs felt good to the poor critter's naked belly, 
and kinder kept the itch in of the nettles down, and he was glad to 
hide where he was, and whenever he was tired and got off, his skin 
felt so cold, he'd rnn right back and squat down agin, and when his 
feathers began to grow, and he got obstropolous, he got another 
licklin with the nettlcs, that madc him return douhle quick to his 
](lcJtion. In a liltle time he larnt the trade renl c('mplpte. 



TAMING A SHREW. 9(; 

Now, this John Porter (and there he is on the bridge I vow, I 
never seed the beat 0' that, speak of old Say tin and he's sure to 
appear), well, he's jist like old Dearborne, only fit to hatch eggs. 
When we came to the Bridge, Mr. Slick stopped his horse, to shake 
hands with Porter, whom he recognised as an old acquaintance and 
customer. He enquired after a bark mill he had smuggled from the 
States for him, and enlarged on the value of such a machine, and the 
cleverness of his countrymen who invented such useful and profitable 
articles; and was recommending a new process of tanning, when a 
female voice from the house was heard, vociferating, 'John Porter, 
come here this minute: 'Coming, my dear,' said the husband. 
'Come here, I say, directly; why do you stand talking to that yankee 
villain there1' The poor husband hung his head, looked silly, and 
bidding us good bye, returned slowly to the house. As we drove on, 
Mr. Slick said, that was me-I did that. Did what? said I. That 
was me that sent him back, I called him and not his wife. I had 
that are bestowment ever since I was knee high or so; I'm a real 
complete hand at Ventriloquism; I can take off any man's voice I 
eyer heard to the very nines. If there was a law agin forgin that, 
as there is for handwritin, I guess I should have been hanged long 
ago. I've had high goes with it many a time, but its plaguy danger
some, and I don't practise it now but seldom. 

I had a real bout with that are citizen's wife once, and completely 
broke her in for him; she went as gentle as a circus horse for a space, 
but he let her have her head agin, and she's as bad as eyer now. 
I'll tell you how it was. 

I was down to the Island a sellin clocks, and who should I meet 
but John Porter; well, I traded with him for one part cash, part 
truck, and produce, and also put off on him that are bark mill 
you heard me axin about, and it was pretty considerable on in 
the evenin afore we finished our trade. I came home along with 
him, and had the clock in the waggon to fix it up for him, and to 
show him how to regilate it. Well, as we neared his house, he 
began to fret and take on dreadful oneasy; says he, I hope Jane wont 
be abed, cause if she is she'll act ugly, I do suppose. I had heerd 
tell of her afore; how she used to carry a stiff upper lip, and make 
him and the broomstick well acquainted together; and, says I, why 
do you put up with her tantrums, I'd make a fair division of the 
house with her, if it was me, I'd take the inside and allocate her the 
outside of it pretty quick, that's a fact. Well, when we came to the 
house, there.was no light in it, and the poor critter looked so streaked 
and down in the mouth, I felt proper sorry for him. When he rapped 
at the door, she called out, Who's there'? U's me, dear, says Porter. 
YOII, is it, ~aid she, then you may stay where you be, them as gave 
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you your slipper, may gil e you your bed, insteau of sendin you 
sneakin home at night like a thief. Said I, in a whisper, says I, Leave 
her to me, .John Porter-jist take the horses up to the barn, and see 
arter them, and I'll manage her for you, I'll make her as sweet as 
sugary candy, nrver fear. The Larn you see is a good piece off to 
the eastward of the house; and as soon as he was cleverly out of 
hearin, says I, a imitatin of his voice to the life, Do let me in, Jane, 
says I, that's a dear critter, I've brought you home some things you'll 
like, I know. Well, she was an awful jealous critter; says she, 
Take ('Ill to her you spent the evenin with, I don't want you nor your 
present neither. Arter a good deal of coaxin I stood on tother tack, 
and began I" threaten to break the door down; says I, You old un
hansum lookin sinner, you vinerger eruct you, open Ihe door this 
minit or I'll smash it right in. That grigged her properly, it made 
her very wrathy (for nothin sets up a woman's spunk like callin her 
ugly, she gets her back right up like a cat when a strange dog comes 
near her; she's all eyes, claws, and bristles). 

I heerd her bounce right out of bed, and she came to the door as 
she was, ondressed, and on bolted it; and as I entered it, she fetched 
me a Lox right across my cheek with the Oat of her hand, that made 
it tingle agin. I'll teach you to call names agin, says she, you 
\"armint. It was jist what I wanted; I pushed the door tu with my 
foot, and seizin her by the arm with one hand, I quilted her with 
the horsewhip real handsum with the other. At first she roared 
like mad; I'll give you the ten commandments, says she (meaning 
her ten claws), I'll pay you for this, you cowardly villain, to strike 
a woman. IIow dare you lift your hand, John Porter, to your lawful 
wife, and so on; all the time runnin round and round, like a colt 
that's a breakin, with the mouthin bit, rarein, kickin, and plungin 
like statiee. Then she began to give in. Says she, I beg pardon, 
on my knees I beg pardon-don't murder me, for Heaven's sake
don't, dear John, don't murder your poor wife, that's a dear, I'll do 
as you bid me, I promise to behave well, upon my honour I do
oh I dear John, do, forgive me, do dear. When I had her brought 
properly to, for havin nothin on but a thin under garment every 
crack of the whip told like a notch on a baker's tally, says I, Take 
that as a taste of what YOIJ'\1 catch when you act that way like old 
Scratch. Now go and dress yourself, and get supper for me and a 
c;tranger I have brought home along with me, and be quick, for I 
'Vow I'll be master in my own house~' She moaned like a dog hit 
with a stone, half whine half yelp; dear, dear, says she, if I aint all 
covered over with welts as big as my finger, I do believe I'm flayed 
ali\'e; and she boo hood right out like any thing. I guess, said I, 
you've got 'em where folks won't see 'em, any how, and" calculate you 
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won't beol'erforrard to show'em where they be. But come, says I, be 
II. sHrrin, or I'll quilt you agin as sure as you're alive-I'll tan your hide 
for you, you may depend, you old ungainly tempered heifer you. 

When I went to the barn, says I, John Porter, your wife made 
right at me, like one ravin distracted mad when I opened the door, 
thinkin it was you; and I was obliged to give her a crack or two of 
the cows kin to get clear of her. It has elTectuated a cure completely; 
now follet· it up, and don't let on for your life, it warn't )'Oll that did 
it, and you'll be master once more in your own house. She's all 
docity jist now, keep her so. As we returned we saw a light in the 
keepin room,.the fire was blazin up cheerfulsome, and l\1arm Porter 
moved about as brisk as a parched pea, though as silent as dumb, 
and our supper was ready in no time. As soon as she took her seat 
and sot down, she sprung right up on eend, is if she sot on a pan of 
hot coals, and coloured all over; and then tears started in her eyes. 
Thinks I to myself, I calculate I wrote that are lesson in large leiters 
any how, I can read that writin without spellin, and no mistake; I 
guess you've got pretty well warmed thereabouts this hitch. Then 
she tried it agin, first she sot on one leg, then on tother, quite 
oneasy, and then right atwixt both, a /idgettin about dreadfully; like 
a man that's rode all day on a bad saddle, and lost a little leather on 
the way. If you had seed how she slared at Porter, it would have 
made you snicker. She couldn'! credit her eyes. He warn't drunk, 
and he warn't crazy, but there he S(lt as peeked and as meechin as 
you please. She seemed all struck up of a heap at his rebellion. 
The next day "'hen I was about slarlin, I advised him to act like a 
man, and keep the weather gage now he had it and all would be well: 
but the poor critter only held on a day or two, she soon got the upper 
hand of him, and made him confess all, and by all accounts he leads 
a worse life now than ever. I put that are trick on him jist now to 
try him, and I'see its gone goose with him; the jig is up wilh him, 
she'll soon call him with a whistle like a dog. I often think of the 
hornpipe she danced there in the dark along with me, to the music 
of my whip-she touched it olT in great style, that's a fact. I shall 
mind that, go one ,"hile, I promise you. It was actilly equal to a 
play at old Bowry. You may depend, Squire, the only way to tame 
a shrew, is by the cowskin. Grandfather Slick was raised all along 
the coast of Kent in Old England, and he used to say there was an 
old saying there, which, I expect, is not far 01I the mark: 

, A woman. a do/!, and a walnL1t tree. 
The more you lick 'em the hetter they be,' 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

rHE JW\ISTEn'S nORN ~In;. 

Tills Country, said Mr. Slick, abounds in superior mill privileges, 
and one would naterallv calculate that such a si,:ht of water power, 
would have led to a kno",vledge of machinery. I guess if a blue nose 
was to go toone of our free and en1ight~ed citizens, and tell him Nova 
Scotia was intersected wilh rivers and brooks in all directions, and 
nearly one quarter of it rO\"('["('ll with water, he'd say, well, I'll start 
ri,:ht off and see it, I vow, for I guess I'lIlarn somethin. I allot I'll 
~d another wrinkle away down cast there. 'Vith such splendid 
I"ilances for experimentin, what first-chop mills they must have to a 
sartainty, I'll sec such new combinations, and such new applications 
of the force of water to motion, that I'll make my fortin, for we can 
improve on any thing amos!. 'Veil, he'd find his mistake out I 
'.~(Jr,~s, as I did once, whcn I took passage in the night at New York 
for Providence, and found myself the next mornin.~ clean out 10 sea, 
steerin away for Cape Hatteras, in the Charleston steamer. He'd 
find he'd gone to the wrong place I reckon; there aint a mill of :lny 
lind in the Province fit to be sel'n. If \\"e had 'em, we'd sane em 
as we do the gambli n hOllses down south, pull 'em right down, there 
wouldn't be one on 'em left in ci"ht and forty hours. 

Some domestic factories Ihey ought to have here; it's an essen
tial part of the social system. Now we've run to the other extreme, 
its ~(lt to be too big an interest with us, and aint suited to the politiacl 
institutions of our great country. Natur designed us for an agricultural 
people, and our government was predicated on the supposition that we 
would be so. Mr. Hopewell was of the same opinion. He was a great 
hand at gardenin, orchadin, farmin, and what not. One evening I was 
up to his house, and says he, Sam, what do you say to a bottle of my 
old genuine cider, I guess I got some that will take the shine off of 
your father's, by a long chalk, much as the old gentleman brags of 
his'n-I never bring it out afore him. He thinks he has the best in 
all Connecticut. It's an innocent ambition that; and Sam, it would be 
but a poor thing for me to gratify my pride, at the expense of humblin 
his'n. So I never lets on that I have any better, but k.eep dark about 
this superfine particular article of mine, for I'd as lives he'd think 
so as not. He was a real primitit'c good man was minister. I got 
some, said he, that was bottled that very year that glorious action 
was fought atween the Constitution and the Guerriere. Perhaps the 
whole world couldn't show such a brillant whippin as that was. It 
was a splendid deed, that's a fact. The British can whip the whole 
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.mth, and we can whip the British. It was a bright promise for our 
young eagle, a noble bird that, too; great strength, great courage, 
and sucpassing sagacity. 

Well, he went down to the cellar, and brought up a bottIe, with 
a stick tied to its neck, and day and date to it, like the lye-bills on 
the trees in Squire Hendrick's garden. 1 like to see them are 
cobwebs, says he, as he brushed .'em off, they are like grey hairs 
in an old man's head, they indicate venerahle old age. As he un
corked it, says he, I guess, Sam, this will warm your gizzard, my 
boy: I guess our great nation may be slumped to produce more ele
ganter liquor than this here. It's the dandy, that's a fact. That, said 
he, a smacki{l his lips, and lookin at its sparklin top, and layin back 
his head, and tippin off a horn mug brim full of it-lhat, said he
and his eyes twinkled agin, for it was plagy strong-that is the pro
duce of my own orchard. Well, I said, minister, says I, I never see 
you a swiggin it out of that are horn mug, that I dont think of one 
of your texts. What's that, Sam? says he-for you always had a 
most special memory when you was a boy; why, says I, 'that the 
horn of the righteous man shall be exalted,' I guess that's what they 
mean by 'exalten the horn,' aint it? Lord if eyer you was to New 
Orleens, and seed a black thunder cloud rise r;;;ht up and cover the 
whole sky in a minit, you'd a thought of it if you had seed his face. 
H looked as dark as Egypt. For shame, says he, Sam, that's on
decent; and let me tell you that a man that jokes on such subjects, 
shews both a lack of wit and sense too. I like mirth, you know I do, 
for it's only the Pharisees and hypocrites that wear long faces, but 
then mirth must be innocent to please me; and when I see a man 
make merry with serious things, I set bim down as a lost sheep. 
That comes of your speculatin to Lowell; and, I YO~·, them factorin 
towns will corrupt our youth of both sexes, and become hotbeds of 
iniquity. Evil communications endamnify good manners, as sure as 
rates; one scabby sheep will infect a whole flock-vice is as catchin 
as that nasty disease the Scotch have, it's got by shakin hands, and 
I)oth eend in the same way in brimstone. I approbale domestic fac
torjes, but nothin further for us. It don't suit us or our institutions. 
A republic is only calculated for an enlightened and vartuous people, 
and folks chiefly in the farmin line. That is an innocent and a happy 
vocation. Agriculture was ordained hy Him that made us, for our 
chief occupation. . 

Thinks I, here's a pretty how do you do; I'm in for it now, that's 
a fact; he'll jist fall to and read a regular sarmon, and he knows so 
many by heart he'll never stop. It would take a Philadelphia lawyer 
to answer him. So, says I, Minister, I ax your pardon, I feel very 
ugly at havin given you offence, but I didn't mean it, I do assure 
)'ou. It jist popt out_ unexpectedly, like a cork out of one of them 



100 TIlE CLOCKMAKEIl, 

are cider boltles, I'll do my possibles that I Ill' like don't happen agill. 
you may depend; so 'spose we drink a glass to our reconciliation. 
That I will, said he, and we will have another bottle too, but I must 
put a little ,,'ater into m!J ,'Ilass (and he dwelt on that word, and 
looked at me 'Illite /'eelin, as much as to say, don't for goodness sake 
make use of that are word 1111/'11 agin, for it's a joke I don't like), fOl' 
my Iwad hante quite the strength my cider has, Taste this, Sam, 
said he (openin of another bollle), it's of the same age as the last. 
but made of dilTerent apples, and I am fairly stumped sometimes to 
say which is bes!. 

Thrse are the pleasures, says 11P, of a country life, A man'sown 
labour provides him with food, and an appetite to enjoy it. Let him 
look which way he will, and he sees the goodness and bounly of his 
Creator, his wisdom, his power, allli his majesty. There never 
was any thing so true, as Ihat arc olt] 8ayin, • man made the town, 
hut God made the country.' and both bespeak their dilTerent archi
tects in terms too plain to be misunderstood, The one is filled with 
virtue and the other with ,if'e, One is the abode of plenty, and the 
other of want; one is a ware-duck of nice pure waler-and rothrr 
one a ""'';-1'0111. Our towns are gc,ltin so commercial and factorin!!, 
that they will soon generate mobs, Sam (how true that are has 
tUl'ned out, hain't it '? lIe could see near about as far into a mill
stone, as them that picks the hole into it), and mobs will introduce 
disohedience and defiance to laws, and that must eend in anarchy 
and bloodshed, 1'10, said the old man, raising his voice, and giving 
the table a wipe with his fist that made the glasses all jin~I,' agin, 
give me the country; that country to which he that made it said, 
" Bring forth srass, the herb yieldin seed, and the trf'(' yieldin fruit," 
and iI'110 sail' t!tal it ;1'«'< ,'load, Lei me jine with the feathen'd tribe 
in the mornin (I hope you :.:<'1 up airly now, Sam; when YOIl was it 

boy t\trre was no gittin )'OU out of bed at no rale), and at 'sunset in 
the hymns which they utter in full tide of song to their Creator, Let 
me pour out the thankfulncss of my heart to the Giyer of all good 
things, for the numerous blessings I enjoy, and intreat him to bless 
my increase, that I may have wherewhithal to relieve the wants of 
others, as he prevents and rclievcs mine, 1'10 I give me tlie country, 
Its--Minisler was jist like a horse that has the spavin: he sot 01T 
considerab),> stilT at first, but "hen he once got under way, he got on 
like a house a firl', He went like the wind, full split. 

lIe was jist beginnin to warm on the subject, and I knew if he 
did, what wonderful boltom he had; he would hang on for ever 
amost; so, says I, I think so too minister, I like the country, I al
ways, sleep Lettcr there than in towns: it tante so pia guy hot, nor so 
noisy neither, and then it's a pleasant thing to set out on the stoop 
$(\' smoke in the cool, ain't it? I think, says I, too, Minister that 
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are, uncommon handsum cider of your'n desarves a p.ipe, 'That do 
you think? Well, says he, I think myself a pipe would'nt Le amiss, 
lind I got some rael good Varginy, as you een amost eyer seetl, a 
present from Rowland Randolph, an old c'ollege chum; and none Ihe 
worse to my palate, Sam, for Lringin bye-gone recollections with it. 
Phcebe, my dear, said he to his darter, bring the pipes and tobacco. 
As soon as the old gentleman fairly got a pipe in his mouth, I give 
Phcebe a wink, as much as to say, warn't that well done. That's 
what I call a most particular handsum fix. He can talk now (antl 
that I do like to hear him do), but he can't make a speech, or preach 
a sarmon, and that I don't like to hear him tlo, except on SaLbalh 
day, or up to Town' HaH, on oration times. 

Minister was an uncommon pleasant man (for there was nothin 
amost he didn't know), except when he got his dander up, antl then 
he did spin out his yarns for everlaslillly. 

But I'm of his opinion. If the folks here want their country to 
go ahead, they must honour the plough, and General CampLell 
ought to hammer that are into their noddles, full chisel, as hard as 
he can drive. I could larn hin somclhin, I guess, about hammerill 
he ain't up to. It tante everyone lhat knows how to beat a thing 
into a man's head. How coultl I have sold so many thous~nd clocks, 
if I had'nt had lhat nack. Why, I wouldn't hare sold half a dozen, 
you may depend. 

Agricultur is not only neglected but degraded here. What a 
number of young folks tliere seem to be in these parts, a ridin about, 
titivated out real jam, in their go-to-mcetin clothes, a tloin /lolliin. 
It's melancholy to think on it. That's the elleet of Ihe last war. 
The itlleness and extravagance of those times took root, antl bore 
fruit alJUndantly, and now the yount; people arc above their business. 
They are too high in the instep, thai's a fact. 

Old Drivvle, down here to l\Iaccan, saitl to me one day, For gra
cious sake, says he, i\1r. Slick, tlo toll me what I shall do with 
Johnny. His mother sets great slore by him, and thinks he's the 
makins of a consitlerable smart man-he's growin up fast /lOW, and I 
alii pretty well to do in the worltl, antl reasonable forehanded, but I. 
don't know what the dogs to put him to. The Lawyers are like 
spiders, they've eat up all the flies, antl I guess they'll have to cat 
each other soon, for there's more on 'em than causes now eyery 
court. The Doctor's trade is a poor one, too, they tlon't get barely 
cash ennugh to pay for their medicines; I nevel' seed a country prac
titioner yet that made any thing worth speakin of. Then, as for 
preachin, why church and dissenters are pretty much tarred with 
the same stick, they live in the same pastur with their flocks; and, 
between 'em, its fed dowlI pretty close, I tell you. 'What would 
you advisa me to do with him? Well, says I, I'll tell you if you. 
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\'mn't be milTy with me. MilTy with YOll, indeed, said he, I guess 
I'll be very much obliged to you; it tante every day one gets a chance 
to consult with a person of your experience-I count it quite a pri
vilege to have the opinion of such an understandin man as you be. 
Well, says I, take a stick and give him a rael good quiltin, jist 
(antune him like blazes, and set him to "ork.-'Vhat does the 
rritter want"? you have a good farm for him, let him go and airn his 
bread; and when he can raise that, let him get a wife to make butter 
fur it; and when he has more of both than he \Yallts, let him sell 
'em and lay up his money, and he will soon have his bread buttered 
un both sides-put him to, eh! why put him to the PLOlGH, the 
lIIost nlllel'a!, the 1II""t happy, thl' lIIosl inllOCl'llt, ({lid the most 
11I'ltl/IIY 1'lill'/()YIIIl'lIt iii 1111' Il'OI'M. But, said the old man (and he 
did not look over half-pleased), markets are so confounded dull, labour 
so high, and the banks and great folks a swallerin all up so, there 
don't seem much encouragement for farmers, its hard rubbin, now
a-days, to live by the plough-he'll be a hard workin poor man all 
llis days. Oh! says I, if II'J wants to get rich by farmin, he can do 
that too. Let him srI! his wheet and eat his oatmeal and rye; send 
his beef, mutton, and poultry to market, and eat his pork and pota
toes, make his own cloth, ".(':tV!' his own linen, and keep out of shops, 
and he'll soon grow ricb-therc i1rc more fortins got by savin than 
by makin, I guess, a "l~glly sight-he can't cat his cake and have 
it too, that's a fact. .', i), /)/II!.:" II j;/I'I:I"I' of hilll, ({lid you Il'illllm'c 
the s((ti,~t;lcti()JI of SI'I'ill/1 him an IIOIII'sl, <III illll''JiI'ndl'?ll, and a 
I'l'Sjil"'/t/UI' 'IIIl'lIIoe)' of ."uri. '/:;-1;/1)1'1' hOlll'st than traders, II/ure ill
d<'J"'lIdl'lIt thall PI"!f/'ssi'!lIfil IIIi'll, lIlId 111111'<' 1't'!'lJI'c/aMe than either. 

Ahem! says Mann Drivvle, and she began to clear her throat fO'r 
action: she slumped down her niUin, and clawed olTher spectaclrs, 
and lO'oked right straight at me, sO' as to take gO'O'd aim. I see'd a. 
regular norwester a bruin, I knew it would bust sO'mewher~ sartan, 
and make all smO'ke agin: sO' I cleared out and left old Drivvle to 
stand the squall. I concl,it he must haye had a tempestical time of 
it, for she had gO't her Ebenezer up, and lO'O'ked like a proper sneezer. 
:!\1al,e her JO'hnny a farmer, eh! I guess that was toO' much for the 
like 0' her to' stO'mach. 

Pride, Squire, continued the Clockmaker (with such an air of 
concern, that, I verily believe, the man feels an interest in the 
\~elf~re O'ra PrO'vince, in which he has spent so long a time), Pride, 
'~qltlre, and a false prill,' too, is tlte rllill III this cOlllltl'll. I hllpe I 
'nay be skinlled ifit tallte. C 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE WHITE "'IGGER. 

O:'iE of the most amiable, andat the same time most amusing, traits 
ill the Clockmaker's character, was the attachment and kindness 
with which he regarded his horse. He considered' Old Clay' as far 
above a Provincial horse, as he did one of his' free and enlightened 
citizens' superior to a blue-nose. He treated him as a travelling 
companion, and when conversation flagged between us, would often 
soliloquise to him, a habit contracted from pursuing his journeys 
alone. Well now, he would say, "Old Clay, I guess you took your 
time agoin up that arc hill-s'pose we progress now. Go along, you 
old sculpin, and turn out your toes. I reckon yon arc as delf as a 
shad, do you hear there, 'go ahead, Old Clay.' There now, he'd 
say, Squire, aint that dreadful pretty? There's action. That looks 
about right-legs all under him-gathers all up snug-no bobbin of 
his head-no rollin of his shoulders-no wabblin of his hind parts, but 
steady as a pump bolt, and the motion all underneath. When he 
fairly lays himseir to it, he trots like all vengeance. Then look at 
his ears, jist like rabbits, non 0' your flop ears, like them Amherst 
Leasts, half horses, half pigs, but strait up and pineted, and not too 
near at the tips; for that are, I concait, always shews a horse aint 
true fo draw. There are only two things, Squire, 'morth {oak in at in 
aliorse, action alld soundness,for I nNer sam a critter that had good 
action tltat was a bad beast. Old Clay puts me in mind of one of our 
free and enlightened---

Excuse me, said I, Mr. Slick, but really you appropriate that word 
'free' to your countrymen, as if you thought no other people in the 
world were entitled to it but yourselves. Neither be they, said he. 
We first sot the example. Look at our declaration of independence. 
It was writ by Jelfl'rson, and he was lhe first man of the age; per
haps the world never seed his ditto. It's a beautiful peace of pen
manship that, he gave the British the butt eend of his mind there. 
I calculate you couldn't fait it in no particular, it's generally allowed 
to be his cap shief. In the first page of it, second section, aDd first 
varse, are these words, 'We hold this truth to Le self-evident, that 
all meD are created equal.' I guess King George turned his quid 
when he read that. It was somethin to chaw on, he hadn't been 
used to the flavour of, I reckon. 

J elferson forgot to insert one little word, said I, he should ha ve said, 
• all white men;' for, as it now stands, it is a practical untruth, in a 
country which tolerates domestic slavery in its worst amI most for-
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bidding form. It is a declaration of ,)wllle, and not of independence. 
It is as perfect a misnomer as ever I knew. 'Yell, said he, I must 
admit there is a screw loose somewhere thereabouts, and J wish it 
would com cnc to Congress, to do somethin or another abollt our nig
gers, but I am not quitl' certified how that is 10 be sot to rights.-I 
conca it that you don't unt.!erstand us. But, sait.! he (evading the 
subject with his usual dexterity), we deal only in ni,!:;gers,-and those 
thick-skullct.!, crooket.!-shanked, flat-footed, long-heeled, woolly-head
ed gentlemen, don't seem fit for much else but slavery, I do sup
pose; they aint fit to contrive for Ihemsell'es. They are jist like 
grasshoppers; they dance and sing all summer, and when ,,'inter 
comes they have nothin provided for it, and lay down and die. 
They require some one to see arter them. Now, we deal in black 
niggers only, Lut the Llue-noses sell their own species-they trade in 
"hile slaves. Thank God, said I, slayery docs not exist in any part 
of his Majesty's t.!ominions now, we have at least wiped oITthat national 
stain. Not quite, I guess, sait.! he, with an air of triumph, it tante done 
"'ithin Nova Scotia, for I have see'd these human cattIesales "ith my 
own eycs-I was availct.! of the truth of it up here to old Furlong's, last 
November. I'll tPll you the story, sait.! he; and as this story of the Clock
maker's containet.! some extraort.!inary statements, which I had neyer 
heard of before, I noted it in my journal, for the purpose of ascer
taining their truth; and, if founded on fact, of laying them before the 
proper authoritif's. 

Last fall, sait.! he, I was on my way to Partridge Island, to sh~p oIT 
some truck and prod,ll'C I had taken in, in th~ way of trade; and as 
I neared old Furlong's hOllSf', I seed an amazin crowd of folks about 
the door; I said to mysl'lf, says I, wllO's dead, and whal's to pay now 
-what on airth is the meanin of all this'! Is it a vanlIew, or a 
weddin, or a rollin frolic, or a religious stir, or what is it '? Thinks 
I, I'll see-so I hitchesolt.! Clay 10 the fence, and walks in. It was 
some time afore I was able to swiggle my "ay lhro' the crowd, and 
get into the house. And when I did, who should I sec bUI Deacon 
'Yestfall, a smooth-faced, slick-haired, meechin-lookin chap as 
you'd see in a hundred, a slandin on a stool, :with an auctioneer's 
hammer in his hant.!; and afore him was one Jerry Oaks and his 
wife, and two little orphan children, the prettiest lillie toads I ever 
beheld in all my born days. Gentlemen, said he, I will begin the 
sale by putting IIp .Jerry Oaks, of Apple River, he's a considerable of 
a smart man yet, and can do many little chores besides feedin the 
children and pigs, I guess he's near about worlh his keep. Will you 
warrant him sound, wind and limb? says a tall, ragged lookin coun
tryman, for he looks to me as if he was foundered in both feet, and 
had a string halt into the bargain. 'Yhen you are as old as I be, 
says Jerry, mayhap you may be foundered too, young man; I hav6 
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seen the day when you wouldn't dare to pass that joke on me, big as 
you be. Will any gentleman bid for him, says the deacon, he's cheap 
at 7s. 6d. Why deacon, said Jerry, why surely your honour isn't 
agoin for to sell me separate from my poor old wife, are you? Fifty 
years have we lived together as man and wife, and a good wife has 
she been to me, through all my troubles and trials, and God knows J 
have had enough of e'm. No one knows my ways and my ailments 
but her, and who can tend me so kind, or who will bear with the 
complaints of a poor old man but his wife. Do, deacon, and Hem'en 
bless you for it, and yours, do sell us together; we have but a few 
days to live now, death will divide us soon enough. Leave her to 
close myoId eyes, when the struggle comes, and when it comes to 
you, deacon, as come it must to us all, may this good deed rise up 
for you, as a memorial before God. I wish it had pleased him to 
have taken us afore it came to this, but his will be done; and he 
hung his head, as if he felt he had drained the Clip of degradation 
to its dregs. Can't afford it, Jerry-'can't atTord it, old man, 
said the deacon (with such a smile as a November sun gives, a 
passin atween clouds). Last year they took oats for rates, now 
nothin but wheat will go down, and that's as good as cash, and 
you'll hang on, as most of you do, yet these mallY years. There's 
old Joe Crowe, I believe in my conscience he will live for ever. The 
biddin then went on, and he was sold for six shillings a week. 
'Veil, the poor critter gave one long, loud, deep groan, and then 
folded his arms over his breast so tight that he seemed tryin to keep 
in his heart from bustin. I pitied the misrortunate wretch from my 
soul, I don't know as I crer felt so streaked afore. Not so his wife, 
she was all ton,[;1Ie. She begged and prayed, and cryed, and scolded, 
and talked at [he ,cry tip eend of her voice, [ill she became, poor 
critter, exhausted, and went oiTin a fainlin fit, and they ketched hel' 
up and carried her out to lhe air, and she was sold in that condilion. 

'Veil, I couldn't make head or tail of all this, I could hardly be
lieve my eyes and ears; so says I to John Porter (him that has that 
catamount of a wife, that I had such a touss with), John Porter, 
says I, who ever see'll or heer'd tell of the like of this, what under 
the sun does it all mean? What has that are critter done lhat he 
should be sold arter that fashion? Done, said he, why nothin, and 
that's the reason they sell him. This is town-meetin day, and we 
always sell the poor for the year to the lowest bidder. Them that 
will keep them for the lowest sum, gets them. Why, says I, that 
feIler that bought him is a pauper himself, to my sartin knowledge. If 
you were to take him up by the heels ,and shake him for a week, you 
couldn't shake sixpence out of him. How can he keep him"? it.appear;; 
to me the poor buy the poor here, and that they all starve together" 
Says I, there was a very good man once lived to Liverpool, so good, 



lOG THE CLOCKMAKER. 

hl' said he had'nt sinned for seven years; well, he put a mill-dam 
across the river, and stopt all the fish from going up, and the court 
:lined him fifty pounds for it, and this good man was so wrathy, he, 
thought he should feel better to swear a little, but conscience told him 
it was wicked. So he compounded with conscience, and cheated the 
devil, by callin it a 'dam line business.' Now, friend Porter, if this is 
your poor-law, it is a damn poor law, I tell you, and no good can 
come of such hard-hearted doins. It's no wonder your country 
don't prosper, for who ever heer'd of a blessin on such carryins on 
as this? Says T, Did YOll ever hear tell of a sartain rich man, that 
had a Ll'c:~ar call1'd Lazarus laid at his ,~at(', and how the dogs had 
more compassion than he had, and came and licked his sores; cause 
if you have, look at that forehanded and sponsible man there, Deacon 
Westfall, and you sec the rich man. And then look at that are 
pauper, dragged away in that ox-cart from his wife for ever, like a 
fellef to States' Prison, and you see Lazarus. Recollect what fol
leretl, John Porter, and have neither art nor part in it, as you are a 
Christian man. 

It fairly made me sick all day, John Porter follered me out of the 
house, and as I "as a lurnin Old Clay, said he, Mr. Slick, says he, a~ 
I never see'd it in that are light afore, for it's our custom, and custom, 
you know, will fl'collcile one t'J most anything. I mllst say, it does 
appear, as YO!I lay it out, an unfeelin way of providin for the poor; 
but, as touchin the matter of dividin man alld wife, why (ami he 
peered all round to see that no one was within hearin), why, I dont 
know, but if it was my allotment to be sold, I'd as lives the)"d sell 
me separate from Jane as not, for it appears to me it's about the best 
part oC it. 

Now, what I hare told you, Squire, said the Clockmaker, is the 
truth; and if members, instead of their I'ycrlastin politics, would 
only look into these matters a little, I guess it would be far bettc!' 
for the country. So, as for our declaration of independence, I guess 
vou needn't twitt me with oU!' slave-sales, for we deal only in blacks; 
hut blue-nose approbates no distinction in colours, and ,,,hen reduced 
to poverty, is reduced to slavery, and is solli-- ({ lVhile "\ '~'I!lt'l' 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

FIRE 1:-; THE DAIRY. 

As we approached within fifteen or twenty miles of Parrsboro', a 
sudden turn of thc road brought us direct in front of a larne wooden 

t> 
house, cOlJsi~ting of two storics and an immense ruuf, the l\eighth of 
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which edifice was mueh increased by a stone foundation, rising se
veral'feet above ground. Now, did YOli ever see, said Mr. Slick, 
sllch a catamaran as,that; there's a proper goney for you, for to go 
and raise such a buildin as that are, and he has as much use for it, 
I do suppose, as myoid waggon here has for a fifth wheel. Blue
nose always takes keer to have a big house, cause it shows a big man, 
and one that's considerable forehanded, and pretty well to do in the 
\lorld. These Nova Scotians turn up their blue-noses, as a bottle 
nose porpoise turns up bis snout, and puff and snort exactly like him 
at a small house. If neighbour Carrit has a two story hOllse, all 
filled with winders, like Sandy Hook lighthouse, neighbour Parsnip 
must add jist two feet more on to the post of hisn, and about as 
much more to the rafter, to go ahead of him; so all these long sarce 
gentlemen strive who can get the furdest in the sky, away from their 
farms. In New England our'maxim is a small house, and amost an 
everlastin almighty big barn; but these critters revarse it, they have 
little hovels for their cattle, about the bigness of a good sizeable bear 
trap, and a house for the humans as grand as Noah's Ark. Well, 
jist look at it and see what a figur it does cut. An old hat stuffed 
into one pane of glass, and an old flannel petticoat, as yaller as jaun
dice, in another, finish off the front; an old pair of breeches, :Jnd 
the pad of a bran new cart-saddle worn out, titivate the eend, while 
the backside is all closed up on account of the wind. When it rains, 
if there aint a pretty how-do-you-do, its a pity-beds toated out of 
this room~ and tubs set in tother to catch soft water to wash; while 
the clapboards, loose at the eends, go clap, clap, clap, like galls a 
hacklin flax, and the winders and doors keep a dancin to the music. 
The only dry place in the house is in the chimhley corner, where 
tbe folks all, huddle up, as an old hen and her chickens do under a 
cart of a wet day. I wish I had the matter of half a dozen pound 
of nails (you'll hear the old gentleman in the grand house say), I'll 
be darned if I don't, for if I had, I'd fix them are clapboards, I guess 
they'll go for it some 0' these days. I wish you had, his wife would 
say, for they do make a most particular unhansum clatter, that's a 
fact; and so they let it be till the next tempestical time comes, and 
then they wish agin. Now this grand house has only two rooms 
down stairs, that are altogether slicked up and finished off complete. 
the other is jist petitioned off rough like, one half great dark entries, 
and tother half places that look a plaguy sight more like packin boxes 
than rooms. Well, all up stairs is a great onfarnished place, filled 
with every sort of good for nothin trumpery in natur-barrels with
out eends-corn cobs half husked-cast off clothes and hils of old 
harness, sheep skins, hides, and wool, apples, one half rotten, and 
tother half squashed-a thousand or two of shingles that have bust 
their withs, and broke loose all over the /loor, hay rakes, forks, and 
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sicklos, without handles or teeth; rusty scythes, and odds and eends 
\\'ilhout number. 'YIlt'n any thing is wanted, then there is a ~.~
neral overhaul of the whole cargo, and away they gd shifted forrard, 
one by one, all handled over and chucked into a heap together till 
the 1",;1 one is found; and the next time, a\l ay t1lf'y gd pitched to 
the starn agin, hi~!.d"ly pigglety, heels on'r head, like shcep taken a 
split for it o\er a wall; only they in. rea:;" in nUllliJer ('aeh move, 
cause some on 'em are sure to get broke into more pil'r.,,, than tlH.'y 
was afore. 'YheneYl'r I :;l'e one of these srand hOllses, and a hat 
lookin out 0' the wind,'r with nary head in it, thinks t, I'll he 
darned if thaI's a place for a wooden c1ol'k, nothin short of a London 
touch would gil down with them folliS, so I calculate I wont alisht. 

'Yhcnerer ! ol! cOllle 10 such a grand pial'" as thi . .;, Sfjuire, dl'pend 
on't the farm is all of a (li"('t', ;.:reat crops of thi:;tl.,._, and an 1'\('1'

Jastin yield of ,w,'''s, :lntl callie the b.'sL kd of :lny in the countr)'. 
for th!')' ar!' all,;n , in the ,:.:rain fil'lds or Illowin lands, anti the pigs 
a rootin in the potatoe patches. .\ spic and span new Fi,:': at the door, 
shinin like the mud bani,s of 'Yindsor, when the sun's on 'elll, and 
an old wrack of a hay waggin, wilh its tonsue onhill'hl'tl, ami ,tid.ill 
out behind, like a pi;.:'s tail, all indicate a big man. lIe's ahoH' 
thinkin of fannin toul,;, he sees to the bran nt'\\' gig, and the hired 
helps look arler the carts. Catch him with his go-lu-IIl .... 1 in clothes 
on, a ruLLin il~in their nasty gn'il"Y axles, like a tarry nigger; nol 
he, indl'l'd, he'd stirk you up \lilh it. 

The last time I I'allll' by here, it \lilS a lillIe hit arter day lic:I.t 
down, rainin cals and dog,;, and as dark as Eg) I't; so, thinks I, I'll 
jist turn in here for sheller to S'l'lire Bill Blakl~'s. ,y,'II, I knol'''' 
away at the front liool', till I 1I11Iuc::,1 I'd a split iL in; but arter a 
rappin awhile to no purpose, ami lindin no one Cllmf', I grop"s Ill) 

way round to the La~" door, and opens iI, and feelin all along the par
tition for the latch of the kl'l'l'ill room, "dhllllt Jimling it, I klllld., 
agin, when some one froll] illsi,ie calls out' walk.' Thinks I, I don't 
cleverly know whether lhal indicates' \valk in,' or 'walk out,' il, 
plasuy shorL metre, that's a fact; Lut I'll see any how. \Yell, arter 
gropin about awhile, at lasl I goL hold of the strins and lifted the latch 
and walked in, and there sot old l\lann llIake, close into Oile corner or 
the chimbley lire-place, a 8('('-sa\l in in a rod.in chair, and a half sro\\ " 
black house-help, half asIe"j! in totller corner, a scroudgin up oyer 
the embers. Who lie you, said Mann Blake, for I can't S"(' 'OIl. 

A stranger, sair.! I. Beck, says she, speakin to the black heif~r ill 
the corner, Beck, says she, agin, raisin her voice, I believe) IIlI .11''' 

as deC as a post, get up this minit and stir the coals, till I see IIw 
man. Arter the coals were stirred into a blaze, the olr.! lady sur
veyed me from head to foot, then she axer.! me my name, and where 
I camo frOID, where I Wlls agoin, and \vhat Illy husiness was. I gu~:;s, 
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said she, you must be reasonable wet, sit to the fire, and dry yourself, 
or mayhap your health may be endamnified pr'aps. 

So I sot down, and we soon got pretty considerably well acquainted, 
and quite sociable like, and her tongue, when it fairly waked up, be
gan to run like a mill race when the gate's up. I hadn't been talkin 
long, 'fore I well nigh lost sight of her altogether agin, for little Beck 
began to flourish about her broom, right and left, in great style, a 
clearin up, and she did raise such an auful thick cloud 0' dust, I didn'! 
know if I should ever see or breathe either agin. "Veil, when all 
was so to rights and the fire made up, the old lady began to apologise 
for having no candles; she said she'd had a grand tea party the night 
afore, and used them all up, and a whole sight of vittals too, the old 
man hadn't been well since, and had gone to bed airly. But, says 
she, I do wish with all my heart you had a come last night, for we 
had a most a special supper-punkin pies and dough nuts, and apple 
sarce, and a roast goose sluffed with Indian puddin, and a pig's har
slet stewed in molasses and onions, and I don'l know what all, and the 
fore part of to-day folks called to finish. I actilly have nolhin left to 
setafore you; for it was none 0' your skim-milk parties, but superfine 
uppercrust real jam, and we made clean work of it. But I'll make 
some tea, any how, for you, and perhaps, afler that, said she, alterin 
of her tone, perhaps you'll expound the Scriptures, for it's one while 
since I've heerd them laid open powerfully. I han't been fairly lifted 
up since lhat good man Judas Oglethorp travelled this road, and then 
she gave a groan and hung down her head, and looked corner-ways, 
to see how the land lay thereabouts. The tea-kettle was accordingly 
puton, and some lard fried into oil, and poured into a tUlllbler; which 
with the aid of an inch of COlton-wick, served as a make shift for a 
candle. 

Well, arter tea, we sot and chatted awhile about fashions, and 
markets,and sarmons, and scandal, and all sorls o' things, and, in the 
midst,of it, in runs the nigger wench, screemin out at the tip eend of 
her voice, oh Missus! Missus! there's fire in the Dairy, fire in the 
Dairy I I'll give it to you for that, said the old lady, I'll give it to you 
for tliat, you good for nolhin hussy, that's all your carelessness, go' 
and put it out this mini!, how on airth did it get there? my night 
milk's gone, I dare say; run this mini! and put it out and save the 
milk. I am dreadful afeard of fire, I always was from a boy, and 
seein the poor foolish critter seize a iJroom in her fright, I ups with 
the tea-kettle and follows her; and away we clipt thro' the entry, she 
callin out, mind the cellar door on the right, take kear of the close 
horse on the left, and so on, but as I couldn't see nolhin, I kept right 

'straight ahead. At last my foot kotched in somethin or another, that 
pitched me somewhat less than a rod or so, right agin the poor black 
critter, and away we went heels over head. I heer'd a splash and 
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a groan. :Jnd I smelt somcthin plaguy sour, but couldn't see nothin; 
al last I got hold of her and lifted her up, for she didn't scream, but 
made a stranbe kind of choakin noise, and by this time up carne Marm 
Blake with a light. H poor Beck didn't let go then in airnest, and 
sing out, for dear life, it's a pity, for she had gone head first into the 
"" iIllub, and the tea k dlle had scalded her feeL She kept a dancin 
right up and down, like one ravin distracted mad, and boohood like 
any thing, clawin a,ny at her head the whole time, to clear away the 
stuff that stllck to her wool. 

I held in a Ion::: as I could, till I tholl:::ht I should have busted, for 
no so1l1 could help a larfin, and at last I haw hawed right out. You 
good for nothin stupid slut -you, said the old I.-.dy, to poor Beck, it 
sanes vou right, YOli had no business to Icare it there-I'll pay you. 
But, s~id I, interfel'in for the unfortunate critter, GooJ gracious, 
MarIn? you forget the fire. l\'o, I don'!, said slH', I see him, and 
se('sin tI;(· broom that kd fallen from the nigger's hand, she ex
claimed, I see him, the nasty varmint, and began to belabor most 
onmarcifully a poor half stJned cur that th" noise had attracted to 
lhe entry. I'll (coa('h YOll, said she, to drink milk; I'll Jarn YOli 
to st('~1 infO Ihe (lair~,; al:d the besot critter joined chorus with 
Bec!;., aUlI they both yell!'ll f"~dhcr, till they fairly made lhe hOllse 
ring agin. Presently olll ~!lllire make popt his head out of a door, 
and raLbin his eyes llalf asle('p and half ~\Yake, said, 'Vhat the devil's 
to pay now, wife '/ 'Vb Y not:lin, sa ~ s she, only, ',tire's in tlte dairy,' 
and Beck's in the swill tub, that's all. Well, don't make such a 
10llSS, then, said he, if that's all, and he shot tu the door and went 
10 he'd agin. When we returned to the krrpin room, the old lady told 
me that they always had had a dog 'called 'Fire,' ever since llCr 
grandfather, ~Iajor Donald Fraser's time, and what was very odd, 
says she, ('\('ry one on' em ,,,ould drink milk if he had a chance. 

By this time the shower was over, and the moon shinin so bright 
and dear that I thought I'd be Iter be up and stirrin, and arter;slippin 
a few cents into the poor ni~ger wench's hand, I took leave of the 
grand folks in the big house. Now, Squire, among these middlin 
sized farmers you may lay this down as a rule-Tile bigger the 
house the bi.1ger the fools De that's in it. 

But, howsomever, I never call to mind that are go in the big 
house, up to the right, that I don't snicker when I think of' Fire in 
1lie dairy.' 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

A BODY WITHOl:T A BEAD • 

. 1 ALLOT you had ought to visit our great country, Squire, said the 
Clockmaker, afore you quit for good and all. I calculate you don't 
understand us. The most splendid location 'atween the Poles is the 
United States, and the first man alive is Gineral Jackson, the 
hero of the age, him that's skeered the British out of their seven 
senses. Then there's the great Daniel'Vebster, it's generally al
lowed, he's the greatest orator on the face of the airth, j,ya long 
·~halk, and 1\1r. Van Buren, and Mr. Clay, and Amos Kindle, and 
Judge 'Vhite, and a whole raft of statesmen, up to everything, and 
all manner of politics; there ain't the beat of' em, to be found any 
where. If you was to hear 'em, I concait you'd hear genuine pure 
English for once, any how; for it's generally allowed we speak Eng
lish be Iter than the British. They all know me to be an American 
citizen here, by my talk, for we speak it complete in New England. 

Yes, if you want to see a free people-them that makes their 
own laws, accord in to their own notions-go to the States. Indeed, 
if you can fait them at all, they are a little grain too free. Our 
folks have their head a trille too much, sometimes, particularly in 
Elections, both in freedom of speech and freedom of press. One 
hadn't ought to blart right out always all that comes uppermost. 
A horse that's too free frets himself and his rider too, and both on 
'em lose Ilesh in the long rUII. I'd e'en amost as lives usc the whil} 
sometimes, as to be for everlastinly a pullin at the rein. One's 
arm gets pIa guy tired, that's a fact. I often think of a lesson [ 
larnt Jehiel Quirk once, for letten his tongue outrun his good man
ners. 

I was down to Rhode Island one summer to larn gilden and 
bronzin, so as to give the finishin touch to my clocks. 'VeIl, the 
folks elected me a hogreave, jist to poke fun at me, and Mr. Jehiel~ 
a bean pole of lawyer, was at the bottom of it. So one day, up to 
Town Hall, where there was an oration to be delivered on our In
dependence, jist afore the orator commenced, in runs Jehiel in a 
most allfired hurry; and, says he, I wonder, says he, if there's are 
a hog reave here, because if there be I require a turn of his office. 
And then, said he, a lookin up to me and callin out at the tip eend 
of his voice, Mr. Hogreave Slick, said he, here's a job out here for 
you. Folks snickered a good deal, and I felt my spunk a risen like 
half flood, Ihat's a fact; but I bit in my breath,' and spoke quite 
cool. Possible, says I; well duty, I do suppose, must be done, 
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though it tante the most agreeable in the world. I've been a thinkin, 
,avs I, that I would be liable to a fine of fifty cents for sufferin a 
h(;~ to run at lar!.!''. and as you are the biggest one, I presume, in all 
Rhode Island, I'll jist begin by ringin your nose, to prevent you from 
the Cutur from pokin your snout" here you hadn't out to-and I seized 
him by the 1I0S<' and nearly \yrung it off. 'Veil, you never heerd sich 
a shoutins and clappin oC hand,~, and cheerin, in your life-they 
haw-hawed like thunder. Says I, Jehiel Quirk, that was a superb 
joke of yourn, how you made the folks larf, didn't JOu ,] You are 
C"'I! amost the wittiest crittel" I ever see'd. I gllPss you'll mind 
YOllr parts 0' speech, and study the lICl'idr'IICC agin afore you let your 
clapp"r rUII arter that fashion, won't you? 

I thought, sai,l I, that among your republicans, there were no 
gradations of rank or office, anll that all were equal, the Hogreave 
anti the (-;OYCfIlOr, till' Judge anLl the Crier, the master and his ser
vant; anLl although, frolll Ill<' nature of things, more power might 
be entrusted to une than the other, yet lhat the rank of all was pre
cisely the same. 'Yell, said he, it is so in theory, Imt not always 
in l'radil'c ; and "hen wc do l,r;I('li8(" it, it seems to go a little agin 
the srain, an if it "arn't (Illite right Iwither. 'Yhen I was last to 
Baltimore therc "as a Court there, and Chid Justice Marshall was 
dl'tailed there for duty. 'Veil, wilh us in ;\'ew England, the Sheriff 
attends the Judge to Court, and, says I to the Sheriff, why don't 
you escort that arc rencrablc old .Iud;.:,' to thc Slate House, hc's a 
credit to our nation that man, hc's actilly the first pothook on the 
crane, the whole \wi;.:hL is 011 him, if it warn't for him the fat would 
be in the firc in 110 ti II I<' ; I wonder you don't show him that respect 
-it wouldn't hurt lOU one morsel, I~lIess. Says he, quite miffy 
like, don't hc know the way to Court as \Yell as I do '? If I thought 
he didn't, I'd send one of my niggcrs to show him the road. I 
wonder who was his lackey last year, lhat hc wanls me to be hisn 
this time. It don't conyene to one or our frec and enli~htened citi
zens, to tag arter any man, that's a fact; its too English and too 
foreign for our ,.:lorious institutions. He's bound by law to be therc 
at ten o'clock, and so be I, and wc both know the way there I 
reckon. 

I told the story to our minister, Mr. Hopewell (and he has some 
odd notions about him that man, though he don't always let out 
what he thinks) ; says he, Sam, that was in bad taste (a great phrase 
of the old gentlt-man's that), in bad taste, Sam. That are Sheriff 
was a goney; don't rut yom cloth arter his pattern, or your garment 
won't becomc YOl!, I tell you. ,V c arc too enlightened to worship our 
fellow citizens as the ancients did, but we ought to pay great respect 
to vartue and exalted talents in this life; and, arter their death, 
there should be statues of eminent men placed in our national tem-
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pIes, for the veneration of arter ages, and public ceremonies performed 
annually to their honour. Arter all, Sam, said he, (and he made a 
considerable of a long pause, as if he was dubersome whether he 
ought to speak out or not), arter all, Sam, said he, atween ourselves 
(but you must not let on I said so, for the fulness of time han't yet 
come), half a yard of blue ribbon is a pIa guy cheap way of rewarden 
merit, as the English do; and although we larf at em (for folks al
ways will larf at what they han't got, and never can gilt), yet titles 
aint bad things as objects of ambition are they? Then, tappen me on 
the shoulder, and looken up and smilin, as he always did when he 
was pleased with an idee, Sir Samuel Slick would not sound bad, I 
guess, would it Sam? 

When I look at the English House of Lords, said he, and see so 
much laming, piety, talent, honour, vartue, and refinement collected 
together, I ax myself this here question, can a system which pro
duces and sustains such a body of men, as the world never saw be
fore and never will see agin, be defective? Well, I answer myself, 
perhaps it is, for all human institutions are so, but I guess it's e'en 
about the best arter all. It wouldn't do here now, Sam, nor perhaps 
for a century to come, but it will come sooner or later with some va
riations. Now the Newtown pippin, when transplanted to England, 
don't produce such fruit as it does in Long-Island, and English fruits 
don't presarve their flavour here, .either; allowance must be made 
for difference of soil and climate-(Oh Lord I thinks I, if he turns 
into his orchard, I'm done for; I'll have to give him the dodge some 
how or another, through some hole in the fence, that's a fact, but he 
passed on that time.) So it is, said he, with constitutions; ourn 
will gradually approximate to theirn, and theirn to oum. As they 
lose their strength of executive, they will varge to republicanism, and 
as we invigorate the form of government (as we must do, or go to 
the old boy), we shall tend towards a monarchy. If this comes on 
gradually, like the changes in the human body, by the slow approach 
of old age, so much the better; but I fear we shall have fevers, and 
convulsion-fits, and cholics, and an everlasting ripin of the intestines 
first; you and I wont live to see it, Sam, bul our posteriors will, you 
may depend. 

I don't go the whole figur with minister, said the Clockmaker, but 
I do opinionate with him in part. In our business relations we bely 
our political principles-we say every man is equal in the Union, and 
should have an equal vote and voice in the Government; but in our 
Banks, Railroad Companies, Factory Corporations, and so on, every 
man's vote is regilated by his share and proportion of stock; and if it 
warn't so, no man would take hold on these things al all. ' 

Natur ordained it so-a father of a family is head, and rules su
preme in his household; his eldest son and darter are like first lefte

s 
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nants under him, and th~n there is an overseer over the niggers; it 
would not do for all to be equal there. So it is in the univarse, it is 
ruled by one Superior Power; if all the Angels had a voice in the Go
vernment, I guess---Here I fell fast asleep; I had been nodding 
for some time, not in approbation of what he said, but in heaviness of 
slumber, for I had never hefore heard him so prosy since I first over
took him on the Colchester road. I hate politics as a subject of 
conversation, it is too wide a field for chit chat, and too often ends in 
angry discussion. How lon~ he continued this train of speculation I 
do not know, but, judging by the different aspect of the country, I 
must have slept an hour. 

I was at length aroused by the reportof his rifle, which he had 
,Iischarged from the waggon. The last I recollected of his conver
sation was, I think, about American angels having no voice in the 
GOH'rnment, an assertion that struck my drowsy faculties as not 
strictly truc; as I had often heard that the American ladies talked 
frcquently and warmly on the subject of politics, and knew that one 
of them had \ery I"l'cl'ntly the credit of breaking up General Jack
son's cabinct.-\'Vhen I awoke, the first I heard was, well, I declare, 
if that ain't:ln amazin fine shot, too, considerin how the critler W:lS 

a runnin the whole blessed time; if I han't cut her head off with a 
ball, jist h,'low the throat, that's a fact. There's no mistake in a 
good Kentucky rifle, I tell you. \Vhose head? said I, in great alarm, 
whose head, Mr. Slick? for heaven's sake what ha\c YOIl done? (for 
I had Leen dreaming of those angelic politicians, the American la
dies.) Why that are hen-partridge's head, ,to be sure, said he ; dOll' t 
YOII sec how special wonderful wise it looks, a flutterin about arler 
its head. True, said I, rubbing my (,),,'5, and opening them in time 
to see the last muscular spasms of the decapitated bouy; trne, ?\Ir. 
Slick, it is a happy illustration of our previous conversation-a body 
'11'itlwlll (/ 11I'lld. 

CHAPTEH XXX, 

A TALE m' Bn~KER'S IIlLL. 

MR. SLICK, like all his countrymen whom I have seen, felt that 
II is own existence was involved in that of the Constitution of the 
United Siales, and that it was his duty to uphold itupon all occasions. 
He aHected to consider its government and its institutions as perfect, 
and if any doubt was suggested as to the stability or character of 
either, would make the common reply of all Americans, 'I guess you 
don', understand us,' or else enter into a laboured defence. When 
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left, however, to the free expression of his own thoughts, he would 
often give utterance to those apprehensions which most men feel in 
the event of an experiment not yet fairly tried, and which has in 
many parts evidently disappointed the sanguine hopes of its friends. 
But, even on these occasions, when his vigilance seemed to slumber, 
he would generally cover them, by giving them, as the remarks a 
others, or concealing them in a tale. It was this habit that gave his 
discourse rather the appearance of thinking aloud than a connected 
conversation. 

We are a great nation, Squire, he said, that's sartain; but I am 
afear'd we didn't altogether start right. It's in politics as in racin, 
every thing depends upon a fair start. If you are off too quick, you 
have to pull up and turn back agin, and your beast gets out of wind 
and is baflled, and if you lose in the start YOIl han't got a fair chance 
arterwards, and are plaguy apt to be jockied in the course. When 
we set up housekeepin, as it were for ourselves, we hated our step
mother, Old England, so dreadful bad, we wouldn't foller any of her 
ways of managin at all, but made new receipts for ourselves. Wen, 
we missed it in many things most consumedly, some how or another. 
Did you ever see, said he, a congregation split right in two by a quar
reI? and one part go olf and set lip for themselves. I am sorry to 
say, said J, that I have seen some melancholy instances of the kind. 
'Veil, Ihey shoot ahead, or drop astern, as the case may be, but they 
soon get on another tack, and leave the old ship clean out of sight. 
When folks once take to emigratin in religion in this way, they never 
know where to bide. First they try one location, and then they try 
another; some settle here and some improve there, bllt they don't 
hitch their horses together long. Sometimes they complain they 
//(lce too littlellYtler, at other times that they haL'c too much; they 
are never satisfied, and, wherever these separatists go, they onsettle 
others as bad as themselves. I Ill'l'l'r look Oll a desarter {/.sanygrea 
"hakcs. 

My poor father used to say, 'Sam, mind what I tell you, if a man 
don't agree in all particulars with his church, and can't go the 
whole hog with 'em, he ain't justified on that account, no how, to se
parate from them, for Sam, 'Schism is a sin in tlu' eye of God.' 
The whole Christian world, he would say, is divided into two great 
families, the Catholic and Protestant. Well, the Catholic is a united 
family, a happy family, and a strong family, all governed by one 
head; and Sam, as sure as eggs is eggs, that are family will grub out 
fother one, stalk, branch, and root, it won't so much as leave the 
seed of it in the ground, to grow by chance as a nateral curiosity. 
Now the Prolestant family is like a bundle of refuse shingles, when 
withered up togethel' (which it never was and never will be to all 
etarnity), no great ora. hundle arter all, )'OU might take it up under 
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one arm, and walk ofT with it without winkin. But, when all lyin 
loose as it always is, jist look at it, and see what a sight it is, all 
blow in aboul by every wind of doctrine, some away up een a most out 
of ,il!ht, others rollin over and oVl1r in the dirt, some split to pieces, 
anJ . others so warped by the weather and cracked by the sun-no 
two of 'em wiIllie so as to make a close jint. They are all dh ideJ 
into sects, railin, quarrellin, separatin, and a[!reein in nothin, but 
hatin each other. It is auful to think on. Tother family will some 
day or other gather them all up, put them into a bundle and bind 
them lip tight, and condemn 'em as fit for nothin under the sun, but 
the fire. Now he who splits one of these here sect.s by schism, or 
he who preaches schism commits a grieH'ous sin; and Sam, if YOIl 

valy your own peace of mind, have nothill to do with such folks. 
Its pretty much the same in politics. I aint quite clear in my 

conscience, Sam, about ollr glorious revolution. If that are blood 
was shed justly in the rebellion, then it was the Lord's doin, but if 
unlawfully, how am I to answer for my share in it. I was at Bunker's 
"ill (the most splended battle its generally allowed that ever was 
r01H!hli ; what elTects my ghots had, I can't tell, and I am glad I can't, 
all "'\c<'pt one, Sam, anJ lhat ,h .. I-- Here the old gentleman 
became dreadfully agitated, he shook like an ague fit, and he walked 
lip and down the room, and rung his hands and groaned bitterly. 
I have wrastled with the Lord, Sam, and have prayed to him to en
lighten me on that pint, and to "ash out the stain of that are blood 
from my hands. I never told you that are story, nor your mother 
neither, for she could not stand it, poor critter, she's kinder 
narvous. 

Well, Doctor Warren (the (irst soldier of his age, though he 
never fought afore), commanded us all to resarve our fire till the 
British came within pint blank shot, and we could cleverly see the 
whites of their eyes, and we did so-and we mowed them down like 
grass, and we repeated our fire with auful elTect. I was among the 
last that remained behinJ the breastwork, for most on 'em, arter the 
second shot, cut and run full split. The British were close to us; 
and an officer, with his sword drawn, was leading on his men and 
encouragin them to the charge. I could see his features, he was a 
rael handsum man, I can see him now with his white breeches a'nd 
black gaiters, and red coat, and three cornered cocked hat, as plain 
as if it was yesterday, in.steadofthe year '75. Well, I took a steady 
aim at him anti fired. He didn't move for a space, and I thought I 
had missed him, when all of a sudden, he sprung right straight up 
an eend, his sword slipt through his hands up to the pint, and then 
he fell flat on his face atop of the blade, and it came straight out 
through his back. He was fairly skivered. I never seed anything 
so auful since I was raised, I actilly screamed out with horror-and 
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I threw away my gun and joined them that were retreatill over the 
neck to Charlestown. Sam, that are British officer, if our rebellion 
was onjust, or onlawful, was murdered, that's a fact; and the idee, 
now I am gfowing old, haunts me day and night. Sometimes I 
begin with the Stamp Act, and I go over all our grievances, one by 
one, and say aint they a sufficient justification? Well, it makes a 
long list, and I get kinder satisfied, and it appears as clear as any 
thing. But sometimes there come doubts in my mind jist like a 
guest that's not invited or not expected, and takes you at a short 
like, and Lsay, warn't the Stamp Act repealed, and concessions 
made, and warn't offers sent to settle all fairly-and I get troubled 
and oneasy again? And then I say to myself, says I, oh yes, but 
them offers came too late. I do nothin now, when I am alone, but 
argue it over and over agin. I actilly dream on that lIlan in my 
sleep sometimes, and then I see ·him as plain as if he was afore lIle, 
and I go over it all agin till I come to that are shot, and then I leap 
right up in bed and scream like all vengeance, and your mother, 
poor old critter, says, Sam, says she, what on airth ails you to make 
you act so like old Scratch in your sleep-l do believe there's some
thin or another on your conscience. And I say, Polly dear, I guess 
we're a goin to have rain, for that plaguy cute rheumatis has seized 
my foot, and it does antagonize me so I have no peace. It always 
does so when its like for a change. Dear heart, she says (the poor 
simple critter), then I guess I had belter rub it, hadn't I, Sam'? and 
she crawls out of bed, and gets her red flannel petticoat, and rubs 
away at my foot ever so long. Oh, Sam, if she could rub it out of 
my heart as easy as she thinks she rubs it out of my foot, I should 
be in peace, that's a filct. 

What's done, Sam, can't be helped, there is no use in cryin over 
spilt milk, but still one can't help a thinkin on it. But I don't love 
schisms and I don't love rebellion. 

Our revolution has made us grow faster and grow richer; but, 
Sam, when we were younger and poorer, we ,were more pious and 
more happy. We have nothin fixed either in religion or politics. 
What connection there oug.ht to be atween Church and State, I am 
not availed, but some there ought to be as sure as the Lord made 
Moses. Religion when left to itself, as with us, grows too rank and 
luxuriant. Suckers and sprouts and intersecting shoots, and super
fluous wood make a nice shady tree to look at, bllt where's the fruit, 
Sam'? that's the question-where's the fruit'? No; the pride of hu
man wisdom, and the presumption it breeds, will ruinate us. Jeffer
son was an infidel, and avowed it, and called it the enlightenment of 
the age. Cambridge College is Unitarian, cause it looks wise to doubt, 
and every drumstick of a boy ridicules the belief of his forefathers. 
If our country is to be darkened by infidelity, our Government defied 
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by every State, and every State ruled by mobs-then, Sam, the blood 
we shed in our revolution will be atoned for in the blood and Buffering 
of our fellow citizens. The murders of that civil war will be ex-
piated by a political suicide of the State.' • 

I am somewhat of father's opinion, said the Clockmaker, though 
I don't go the whole figur with him, but he needn't have made such 
an everlastin touss about tixin that are British officer's flint for him, 
for he'd a died of himself by this time, I do suppose, if he had a missed 
his shot at him. Praps we might have done a little better, and praps 
we mightn't, by sticken a little clo~er to the old constitution. But 
one thing I will say, I think, arter all, your Colony Government is 
about as happy and as good a one as I know on. A man's life and 
property are well protected here at little ("o._t, and he can go where 
he likes and do what he lik"s, proviued he don't trespass on his neigh. 
bour. 

I suess that's enour.;h for any on us, now aint it") 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

,;t LU:\'; A BLt'E NOSE, 

I ALLOT, said Mr. Slick, that the blue-noses are the most gullible 
folks on the face of the airth,-rigular soft horns, that's a fact. Po
liticks and such stuff set 'em a gapin, like children in a chimbley 
corner listening to tales of ghosts, Salem witches, and Nova Scotia 
snow storms; and while they stand starin and yawpin, all eyes and 
mouth, Ihey get their pockets picked of every cent that's in 'em. 
One candidate chap says, ' Feller citizens, this country is goin to 
the dogs hand over hand: look at your rivers, you have no bridges; 
~t. your wild lands, you have no roads; at your treasury, you hanle 
!,!ot a ('t'nt in it; at your markets, things don't fetch nolhin; at your 
fish, the Yankees ketch 'em all. There's nothin behind you butsuf
ferin, around you but poverty, afore you but slavery and death. What's 
the cause of this unheerd of awful state of things, ay, what's the 
cause'? Why Judges, and Banks, and Lawyers, and great folks, have 
swallered all the money. They've got you down, and they'll keep 
you down to all etarnity, you and your posteriors arter you. Rise up 
like men, arouse yourselves like freemen, and elect me to the Legis
latur, anu I'll lead on the small but patriotic band, I'll put the big 
wigs thro' their facins, I'll make 'em shake in their shoes, I'll knock 
olr~our chains and make you free.' Well the gOlleys fall tu and elect 
him, and he desarts right away, with baJls, rifle, powder, horn, and 
all. fII' promised too much. 
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Then comes a rael good man, and an everlastin fine preac.her, a 
most a special spiritual man, renounces the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, preaches and prays day and night, so kind to the poor, and so 
humble, he has no more pride than a babe, and so short-handed, he's 
no butter to his bread-all self-denial, mortifyin the flesh. Well, as 
soon as he can work it, he marries t.he richest gall in all his flock, 
and then his bread is buttered on both sides. He promised too much. 

Then comes a Doctor, and a prime article he is 100, I've got, says 
he, a screw augur emetic and hot crop, and if I can't cure all sorts 
0' things in natur my name aint quack. WeB, he turn's stomach and 
pocket, both inside out, and leaves poor blue-nose-a dead man. He 
promised too much. 

Then comes a Lawyer, an honest lawyer, too, a real wonder under 
the sun, as straight as a shingle in all his dealins. He's so honest he 
tan't bear to hear tell of other lawyers, he writes agio 'em, raves 
agin 'em, votes agin 'em, they are all rogues but him. He's jist the 
man to take a ease in hand, cause he will see justice done. 'Veil, 
he wins his case, and fobs all for costs, cause he's sworn to see 
justice done to himself. HI' prolllisl'd too IllIich. 

Then comes a Yankce Clockmaker (and here Mr. Slick lookcd up 
and smiled), with his' Soft Sawder,' and' Human Natur,' and hc 
sells clocks warranted to run from July to Etarnity, stoppages included, 
and I must say they do run as long as-as long as wooden clocks com
monly do, that's a fact. But I'll shew you presently how I put the 
leak into 'em, for here's a fellflr a little bit ahead on us, whose flint 
I'l'e made up my mind to fix this while past. Here we were nearly 
thrown out of the waggon, by thc breaking down of one of those 
small wooden bridges, \\hich prove so annoying and so dangerous to 
travellers. Did you hear that are snap? said he, well, as sure as fate, 
I'll break my clocks over them ctarnal log bridges, if Old Clay clips 
over them arter that fashion. Them are polcs arc plaguy treacherous, 
they are jist like old Marm Patience Doesgood's teeth, that keeps the 
great United Indepcndent Democratic Hotel, at Squaw Neck Creek, 
in Massachusetts, one half gone, and tother half rotten eends. 

I thought you had disposed of your last Clock, said I, at Colchester, 
to Deacon Flint. So I did, he replied, the last one I had to sell to 
Itim, but I got a few left for other folks yet. Now there's a man on 
this road, one Leb Allen, a real genuine skinflint, a proper close-fisted 
customer as you'll amost see any where, and one that's not altogether 
the straight thing in his dealin neither. He don't want no one to live 
but himself, and he's mighty handsum to me, sayin my Clocks are all 
a cheat, and that we ruinate the country, a drainin every drop of 
money out of it, a callln me a Yankee broom and what not. But it 
tante all jist Gospel that he says. Now I'll put a Clock on him afore 
be knows it, I'll go right into him as slick as a whistle, and play him 
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to the eend of my line like a trout. I'll have a hook in his gills, while 
he's thinkin he's only smellin at the bait. There he is now, I be 
darned if he aint, standin afore his shop door, lookin as strong as 
high proof Jamaiky; I guess I'll whip out of the bung while he's a 
lookin arter the spicket, and p'raps he'll be none 0' the wiser till he 
finds it out, neither. 

Well Squire, how do you do, said he, how's all at home? Reason
able well, I give you thanks, won't you alight? Can't to-day, said 
Mr. Slick, I'm in a considerable of a hurry to katch the packet, have 
you any commands for Sow West? I'm goin to the Island, and 
across the Bay to Windsor. Any word that way? No, says Mr. 
Allen, none tbat I can think on, unless it be to inquire how butter's 
goin; they tell me cheese is down, and produce of all kind particular 
dull this fall. Well, I'm glad I can tell you that question, said Slick, 
for I don't calculate to return to these parts, butter is risin a cent or 
two; I put mint· 01I mind at ten-pence. Don't return! possible! 
why, how you talk? Have you done with the clock trade? I guess 
I have, it tante worth follerin now. Most time, said the other, 
laughin, for by all accounts the clocks warn't worth havin, and most 
infarnal dear too, folks begin to get their eyes open. It warn't needed 
in your case, said Mr. Slick, with that peculiarly composed manner 
that indicates suppressed feeling, for you were always wide awake, 
if all the folks had cut their eye teeth as airly as you did, therc'd be 
plaguy few clocks sold in these parts, I reckon. But you are right, 
Squire, you may say that, they actually were not worth havin, and 
that's the truth. The fact is, said he, throwin down his reins, and 
alIectin a most confidential tone, I felt almost ashamed of them my
self, I tell you. The long and short of the matter is jist this, they 
don't make no good ones now-a-days no more, for they calculate 'em 
for shipping and not for home use. I was all struck up of a heap 
when I seed the last lot I got from the States. I was properly bit 
by them, you may depend; they didn't pay cost, for I couldn't re
commend them with a clear conscience, and I must say I do like 
a fair deal, for I'm strait up and down, and love to go right ahead, 
that's a fact. Did you ever see them I fetched when I first came, them 
I sold over the Bay? No, said Mr. Allen, I can't say I did. Well, 
continued he, they 1/'1'1'1' a prime article, I tell you, no mistake there, 
fit for any market, it's generally allowed there aint the beat of them 
to be found any whcre. If you want a clock, andean lay your hands 
on one of them, I advise you not to let go the chance; you'll know 
'em by the Lowell mark, for they were all made at Judge Beier's 
factory. Squire Shepody, down to Five Islands, axed me to get him 
one, and a special job I had of it, near about more sarch arter it than 
~t was worth, but I did get him one, and a particular hansum one it 
IS, copald and gilt superior. I guess it's worth ary half-dozen in 
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these parts, let tothers be where they may. If I could a got supplied 
with the like 0' them, I could a made a grand spec out of them, for 
they took at once, and went off quick. Have you got it with you, 
said Mr. Allen, I should like to see it. Yes, I have it here, all done 
up in tow, as snug as a bird's egg, to keep it from jarrin, for it hurts 
'em consumedly to jolt 'em over them are eternal wooden bridges. 
But it's no use to take it out, it aint for sale, its bespoke, and I wouldn't 
take the same trouble to get another for twenty dollars. The only 
one that I know of that there's any chance of gettin, is one that In
crease Crane has up to Wilmot, they say he's a sellin off. 

After a good deal of persuasion, Mr Slick unpacked the clock, but 
protested against his asking for it, for it was not for sale. It was 
then exhibited, every part explained and praised, as new in invention 
and perfect in workmanship. Now Mr. Allen had a very exalted 
opinion of Squire Shepody's taste, judgment, and saving knowledge; 
and, as it was the last and only chance of getting a clock of such su
periQr quality, he offered to take it at the price the squire was to have 
it, at seven pounds ten shillings. But Mr. Slick vowed he couldn't 
part with it at no rate, he didn't know where he could get the like 
agin (for he warn't quite sure about Increase Crane's), and the Squire 
would be confounded disappointed, he couldn't think of it. In pro
portion to the difficulties, rose the ardour of Mr. Allen, his offers ad
vanced to 8l. to 8l. }Os., to 9l. I vow, said Mr. Slick. I wish I 
hadn't let on that I had it at all. I don't llike to refuse you, but 
where am I to get the like. After much discussion of a similar na
ture, he consented to part with the clock, though with great apparent 
reluctance, and pocketed the money with a protest that, cost what it 
would, he should have to procure another, for he couldn't think of 
putting the Squire's pipe out arter that fashion, for he was a very 
clever man, and as fair as a boot-jack. 

Now, said Mr. Slick, as we proceeded on our way, that are feller is 
properly sarved, he got the most ,inferior article I had, and I jist 
doubled the price on him. It's a pity he should be a tellin of lies of 
the Yankees all the time, this will help him now to a little grain of 
truth. Then mimicking his voice and manner, he repeated Allen's 
words with a strong nasal twang, 'Most time for you to give over the 
clock trade, I guess, for by all accounts they ain't worth havin, and 
most infarnel dear, too, folks begin to get their eyes open.' Better 
for you, if you'd a had your'n open I reckon; a joke is a joke but I 
concait you'll find that no joke. The next time you tell stories about 
Yankee pedlars, put the wooden clock in with the wooded punkin 
seeds, and Hickory hams, will you? The blue-noses, Squire, are all 
like!Zeb Allen, they think they know every thing, but they get gulled 
from year's eend to year's eend. They expect too much from others, 
and do too little for themselves. They actilly expect the sun to shine, 
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and the rain to fall, through their little House of Assembly. What 
have you done for US? they keep axin their members. Who did you 
spunk up to last Session? jist as if all legislation consisted in attackin 
some half-dozen puss-proud folks at Halifax, who are jist as big noo
dles as they be themselves. Your hear nothin but politics, politics, 
politics, one everlaslin sound of give, give, give. If I was Governor 
I'd give 'em the butt eend of my mind on the subject, I'd crack their 
pates till I let some light in 'em if it was me, I know. I'd say to 
the members, don't come down here to Halifax with your long lock
rums about politics, makin a great touss about nothin; but open the 
country, foster agricultur, encourage trade, incorporate companies, 
make bridges, facilitate conveyance, and above all things make a 
railroad from Windsor to Halifax; and mind what I tell you now, 
write it down for fear you should forget it, for it's a fact; and if you 
don't believe me, I'll lick you till you do, for there ain't a word of a 
lie in it, by Gum: ' OW' such /I.orA- as the ""illlls"r Bridge, is/l'vrth 
all Iflil/rlal/'s, 1'0tl'S, sji,'{'chcs, alill reso[lltiolls,/or II,,' last ten IF'ars, 
if tied 1IJ1 IlIId Jlltt intli II IIIml bag tl~'1"lll1:r, If it talllt' I hoj''' I 
II/tllf lx shot.' 

CHAPTER XY\JJ. 

TOO .)1.\.". 1I\o:\S IN TilE FIRE. 

\Y" had a pleasant sail of thre!> hours from Parrsborough I" 

'Yindsor. The arrivals and departures by water, are regulated at 
this place by the tide, and it was sunset before we reached Mrs. 
\Vilcox's comfortable inn. Here, as at other places, 1\Ir. Slick 
seemed to lH' perfectly at home; and he pointed to a wooden clock, 
as a proof of his successful and extended trade, and of the universal 
influence of' soft sawder,' and a knowledge of' human natur.' Tak
ing out a penknife, he cut orr a splinter from a stick of firewood, and 
balancing himself on one leg of his chair, by the aid of his right foot, 
commenced his favourite amusement of whittling, which he generally 
pursued in silence. Indeed it appeared to have become with him an 
indispensable accompaniment of reflection. 

He sat in this abstracted 'manner, until he had manufactured into 
delicate shavings the whole of his raw material, when he very de
liberately resumed a position of more ease and security, by resting 
his chair on two legs instead of one, and putting both his feet on the 
mantel-piece. Then, lighting his cigar, he said in his usual quiet 
manner, There's a plaguy sight of truth in them are old proverbs. 
They arc distiIIed facts steamed down to an essence. They are like 
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portable soup, an amazin deal of matter in a small compass. They 
are what I valy most, experience. Father used to say, I'd as lives 
have an old homespun,. self-taught doctor as are a Professor in the 
College al Philadelphia or New York to attend me; for what they do 
know; they know by experience and not by books; and experience is 
every thing; it's hearin, and seein, and tryin, and arter that a feller 
must be a born fool if he don't know. That's the beauty of old pro
verbs; they are as true as a plum line, and as short and sweet as 
sugar candy. Now when you come to see all about this country 
you'll find the truth of that are one-" a man that has too many irons 
in the fire, is plaguy apt to get some on 'ern burnt: 

Do you recollect that are tree I show'd you to Parrsboro', it was 
all covered with black knobs, like a wart rubbed with caustic. Well, 
the plum trees had the same disease a few years ago, and they all 
died, and the cherry trees J concait will go for it too. The farms 
here are all covered with the same' black knobs,' and they do look 
like old scratch. If you see a place all gone to wrack and ruin, it's 
mortgaged you may depend. The' Uack knol/ is on it. My plan, 
you know, is to ax leave to put a clock in a house, and let it be till I 
return. J never say a word about sellin it, for I know when I come 
back, they won't let it go arter they are once used to it. 'Vell, when 
I first came, I knowed no one, and I was forced to inquire whether 
a man was good for it, afore I left it with him; so I made a pint of 
axin all about every man's place that lived on the road. Who lives 
up there in the big house? says I-it's a nice location that, pretty 
considerable improvements, them. Why, Sir, that's A. B:s; he 
was well to do in the world once, carried a stiff upper lip and keered 
for no one; he was one of our grand aristocrats, wore a long-tailed 
coat, and a rumed shirt, but he must take to ship buildin, and has 
gone to the dogs. Oh, said I, too many irons in the fire. Well, 
the next farm, where the pigs are in the potatoe field, whose is that? 
Oh, Sir, that's C. D's. ; he was a considerable fore-handed farmer, 
as any in our place, but he sot up for an Assembly-man, and opened 
a Store, and things went agin him some-how, he had no luck arter
wards. I hear his place is mortgaged, and they've got him cited in 
chancery. 'The black knob' is on him, said I. The black what, 
Sir? says blue-nose. Nothin, says I. But the next, who improves 
that house? Why that's E. F's.; he was the greatest farmer in these 
parts, another of the aristocracy, had a most noble stock 0' cattie, 
and the matter of some hundreds out in jint notes; well, he took the 
contract for beef with the troops; and he fell astarn, so I guess it's a 
gone goose with him. He's heavy mortgaged. 'Too many irons 
agin,' !.laid I. Who lives to the left there? that man has a most 
special fine intervale, and a grand orchard too, he must be a good 
mark that. Well, he was once, Sir, a few years ago; but he built a 
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fullin mill, and a cardin mill, and put up a lumber establishment, and 
sperulated in the West I ndy line, but the dam was carried away by 
tlte freshets, the lumber fell, and faith he fell too; he's shot up, he 
han't been see'd these two years, his farm is a common, and fairly 
run /lUt. Oh, said I, I understand now, my man, these folks had 
too man~ irons in the fire, you see, and some on 'em have got burnt. 
I I)('\"er heerd tell of it, says blue-nose; they might, but not to my 
knowledge; and he scratched his head, and looked as if he would ask 
the meanin of it, but didn't like to. Arter that I axed no more ques
tions; I knew a mortgaged farm as far as I could see it. There was 
a strong family likeness in 'em all-the sume ugly features, the same 
cast 0' countenance. The' black knob' was discernible-there was 
no mistake-barn doors broken off-fences burnt up-glass out of 
windows-more white crops than green-and both lookin weedy
no wood pile, no sarce garden, no compo;t, no stock-moss in the 
mowin lands, thistle's in the ploughed lands, and neglect every where 
-skinnin had commenced-takin all out and puttin nolhin in-giUin 
ready for a move, Sf) tiS to {"lIl'l" nutliill lil"himl. Flittin lime had 
come. Forcgatherin, for foreclosin. l'reparin to curse and quit.
That beautiful river we came up to day, what superfine farms it has 
on both sides of it, hanle it? its a sight to behold. Our folks have no 
notion of such a country so far down east, beyond creation most, as 
Nova Scotia is. If I was to draw up an account of it for the Slickville 
Gazette, 1 guess few woulU accept it as a bona fide draft, without 
some sponsible man to indorse it, that warnt given to flammin. 
They'd say there was a land speculation to the bottom of it, or a 
water privilege to put into the market, or a plaister rock to get off, 
or some such scheme. They would, I snore. But I hope I may 
never sec daylight agin, if there's sich a country in all OUl·. great 
nation as the ci-cinity of Windsor. 

Now it's jist as like as not, some goney or a blue-nose, that see'd 
us from his fields, sailin up full split, with a fair wind on the packet, 
went right off home and said to his wife, ' Now do for gracious sake, 
mother, jist look here, and see how slick them folks go along; and 
that Captain has nolhin to do all day, but sit straddle legs across his 
tiller, and order about his sailors, or talk like a gentleman to his 
passengers: he's got most as easy a time of it as Ami Cuttie has, 
since he took. up the fur trade, a snarin rabbits. I guess I'll buy a 
vessel, and leave the lads to do the plowin and little chores, they've 
growd up now to be considerable lumps of boys.' Well, away he'll 
go, hotfoot (ror I know the critters better nor. they know themselves), 
and he'll go and buy some old wrack. of a vessel, to carry plaister, 
and mortgage his farm to pay for her. The vessel will jam him up 
tight for repairs and new riggin, and the Sheriff will soon pay him a 
visit (and he's a most particular troublesome visitor that; ifhe once 
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only gets a slight how-d'ye-do acquaintance, he becomes so amazin 
intimate arterwards, a comin in without knockin, and a runni" in 
and out at all hours, and makin so plaguy free and easy, it's about 
as much as a bargain if you can get clear of him afterwards). Be
nipt by the tide, and benipt by the Sheriff, the vessel makes short 
work with him. Well, the upshot is, the farm gets neglected, while 
Captain Cuddy is to sea a drogin of plaister. The thistles run over 
his grain fields, his cattle run over his hay land, the interest runs 
over its time, the mortgage runs over all, and at last he jist runs 
over to the lines to Eastport, himsclf. And wlH'1l he finds himself 
there, a standin in the street, near Major Pine's tavern, with his hands 
in his trowser pockets, a chasin of a stray shillin frolll one end of'{'ll} 
to another, afore he can catch it, to swap for a dinner, wont :he look 
like a rivin distracted fool, that's all t He'll feel about as streaked as 
1 did once, a ridin down the St. John river. It was the fore part of 
March-I'd been up to Fredericton a speculatin in a small matter of 
lumber, and was returnin to the city a gallopin along on one of old 
Buntin's horses, on the ice, and all at once I missed my horse, hc 
went right slap in and slid under the ice out of sight as quick as 
wink, and there I was a standin all alone. 'Veil, says I, what the 
dogs has become of my horse and port mantle? they have given 
me a proper dodge, that's a fact. That is a narrer squeak, it fairly 
bangs all. Well, I guess he'll feel near about as ugly, whcn he finds 
himself brought up all standin that way; and it will come so slldden 
on him, he'll say, why it aint possible I've losl farm and vessel both, 
in tu tu's that way, but I dont see neither on 'em. Eastport is near 
about all made up of folks who have had to cut and run for it. 

I was down there last fall, and who should I see but Thomas 
Rigby, of Windsor. He knew me the minit he laid eyes upon me, 
for I had sold him a clock the summer afore. (J got paid for it, 
though, for I see'd he had too many irons in the fire not to get some 
on 'em burnt; and besides, I knew every fall and spring the wind 
set in for the lines, from Windsor, very strong-a regular trade wind 
-a sort of monshune, that blows all one way, for a long time with
out shiftin.) Well, I felt proper sorry for him, for he was a very 
clever man, and looked cut up dreadfully, and amazin down in the 
mouth. Why, says I, possible! is that you, Mr. Rigby? why, as 
I am alive! if that aint myoid friend-why how do you do? 
Hearty, I thank you, said he, how be you? Reasonable well, I 
give you thanks, says I; but what on airth brought you here? Why. 
says he, Mr. Slick, I couldn't well avoid it; times are uncommon 
dull over the bay; there's nothin stirrin there this year, and never 
wiIll'm thinkin. No mortal soul can live in Nova Scotia .. I do be
lieve that our country was made of a Saturday night, arter all the 
~qqt of the Universe was finished. ODe half of it has got all the 
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ballast or Noah's ark thrown out there; amI the other half is eat up 
by Bankers, Lawycrs, and other great folks. All our money goes to 
pay salaries, amI a poor man has no chance at all. Well, says I, 
are you donc up stock and nuke-a total wrack'1 No, says he, I 
havc two hundrcd pounds lert yet to tl\l.' good, but my farm, stock, 
and utensils, them young blood horses, and the bran new vessel I 
was a Luildin, are all gone to pot, swept as clean as a thrashin noor, 
that's a fact; Shark and Co. took all. Well, says I, do you know 
the reason of all that misfortin? Oh, says he, any fool can tell that; 
bad times to be sure-every thing has turned agin the country, the 
banks have it all their own way, and much good may it do 'em. 
'Yell, says I, what's tl\l' reason the banks don't eat us up too, for I 
guess they arc as hungry as yourn be, and no way particular about 
their food neither, considerable sharp set-cut like razors, you may 
depcnd. I'll tell you, says I, how you got that arc slide, that sent 
you heels OYer hl'ad-' rOil had too lilt III!! irolls in lite }ire.' You 
hadn't ought to havc takcn hold of ship buildin at all, you knowed 
nothin about it; YOU should ha \ e stuck to your farm, and your farm 
would have stuck to you. Now go back, afore you spcnd your money, 
go up to Douglas, and you'll buy as ~ntJd a farm for two hundred 
Jlounds as what )"U Illst. and ,,'" to that, and to that only, and you'll 
::rllw rich. As for Hanks, thcy can't hurt a country no great, I 
:';lll~SS, cxcept by brcakin, and I roncait therc's no fear of yourn 
hrl'akin; and as for la\\ \ ,'('.-. and them kind 0' heavy coachcs, give 
'cm half the road, and if thl'y rlln agin you, tak,> the law of 'em. 
{'udil'itl,'d, 11I11'1'lltillili tlltl'lI/ioll puid to 01lL' thing, ill 11 iii et!!-lI ill,' 
/'U81',," auf I!( tI Ilillldl'l'tI, lI'illl'llsll/'f' ,,"1I1·r,'S.~; Vilt !!"U !.:I/IIW th" old 

SOIl ill a/JON! ' lou J)I((}I!/ iron .... ·.' 

Now, s~ys I, !\II". Higby, \lhat o'..Jurk is it? 'Vhy, says he, the 
moon is up a pi,'''''' 1 gul'ss its SC\ ell o'dock or thereabouts. I sup
pose its time to be a movin. Stop, says I, jist come with me, I got 
a rcal nateral (,lII'iosily to show ~uu-such a thing as you never laid 
\0111' "Y"" on in ~o,a Scotia, I know. So we walked along towards 
the beach; Noll', says I, look at that arc man, old Lunar, and his 
son, a sawin plank by moonlight, for that are vessel on the stocks 
there; Clllll\~ ;Ic!!n 10 morrow mornin afore you can cleverly discarn 
oh.il'cls the matter of a ) anI or so aforc you, and you'll lind 'em at it 
a,:ill. I guess thal ,,',;sPl won't ruinate those folks. TlI"y knolV 

th"ir lills/ness lIlId stick to it. "',,iI, away went Righy, considerable 
sulky (for he had no notion that it was his own fault, he laid all the 
blame on ihe folks to Halifa:\:, but I guess he was a little grain 
1"'SI'd, h,1' back he wenl, and bought to Sowack, where I hear he has 
a better farm than he had afore. 

I mind once w(' had an lrio;h gall as a dairy help; well, we had a 
"icked ,Ieyil of a l'U\Y, and "he kicked OYn the milk pail, and in ran 
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Dora, and swore the Bogle did it; jist so poor Rigby, he wouldn't 
allow it was nateral causes, but laid it all to politics. Talkin of Dora, 
puts me in mind of the galls, for she warnt a bad looki n heifer that; 
my! what an eye she had, and I concaited she had a particular 
small foot and ankle too, when I helped her up once into the hay 
mow, to sarch for eggs; but I can't exactly say, for when she brought 
'em in, mother shook her head and said it was dangerous; she said 
she might fall through and hurt herself, and always sent old Snow 
arterwards. She was a considerable of a long headed woman, was 
mother, she could see as far ahead as most folks. She warn't born 
yesterday, I guess. But that are proverb is true as respects the galls 
too. Whenever you see oneon 'em with a whole lot of sweethearts, 
its an even chance if she gets married to any on 'em. One cools 
01T, and another cools 01T, and before she brings anyone on 'em to 
the right weldin heat, the coal is gone and the fire is out. Then she 
may blow and blow till she's tired; she may blow up a dust, but the 
deuce of a flame can she blow up agin, 10 save her soul aliye. I 
never sec a clever lookin gall in danger of that, I don't long to whisper 
in her ear, you dear little critter, you, take care, you 11111'1' too II/((II!I 

il'()l1~ ill Ih" firl', some Oil, 'I'm /L·ill.'ll'l SI()lIi' cold, audtotlu:r lillI'S I/'ill 
//1'/ lJIII'II.t so, Ihey' Ilill'/'CI' be no good in /lallll·. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

WINDSOR ,\:\'" THE F,\R WEST. 

THE next morning the Clockmaker proposed to take a drive round 
the neighbourhood. You hadn't ought, says he, to be in a hurry; 
you should see the vicinity of this location; there aint the beat of it 
to be found anywhere. 

While the servants were harnessing old Clay, we went to see a new 
, hridge, w.hich had recently been erected over the Avon River. That, 

said he, is a splendid thing. A New Yorker built it, and the folks 
in St. John paid for it. You mean of Halifax, said I; St. John is in 
the other province. I mean what I say, he replied, and it is a cre
dit to New Brunswick. No, Sir, the Halifax folks neither know nor 
keer much about the country-they wouldn't take hold on it, and if 
they had a waited for them, it would have been one while afore they 
got a bridge, I tell you. They've no spirit, and plaguy little sym
pathy with the country, and I'll tell you the reason on it. There are 
a good 'many people there from other parts, and always have bee,), 
who come to make money and nothin else, who don't call it home, 
and don't feel to home, and who intend to up killoch and off, as soon 
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as they have made their ned out of the blue noses. They have got 
about as much fl'gard for the country as a pedlar has, who trudges 
along with a pack on his back. He 1valks, cause he intends to ride 
at last; trusts, cause he 'intends to sue at last; smiles, cause he in
tends to cheat at last; saL'CS 1111, cause he intends to move all at last. 
Its actilly overrun with transient paupers, and transient speculators, 
and these last grumble and growl like a bear with a sore head, the whole 
blessed time, at every thing; and can hardly keep a civil tongue in 
their head, while they're fobbin your money hand over hand. These 
critters feel no interest in any thing but cent. per cent. ; they deaden 
public spirit; they han't got none themselves, and they larf at it in 
others; and when you add their numbers to the timid ones, the stingy 
ones, the ignorant ones, and the poor ones that are to be found in 
every place, why the few smart spirited ones that's left, are too few to 
do any thing, and so nothin is done. It appears to me if I was a blue
nose I'd--; but thank fortin I ain't, so I says nothin-but there is 
somethin that ain't altogether jist right in this conntry, that's a fact. 

But what a country this Bay country is, isn't it? Look at that 
medder, bean't it lovely? The Prayer Eyes of lIIanoy are the top of 
the ladder with us, hut these dykes take the shine off them by a long 
chalk, that's sartin. The land in our far west, it is generally allowed 
can't be no better; what you plant is sure to grow and yield well, and 
food is so cheap, you can live there for half .nothin. But it don't 
agree with us New England folks; we don't enjoy good health there; 
and what in the world is the use of food, if you have such an etarnal 
dyspepsy YOIl can't disgest it. A man can hardly live there till next 
grass, afore he is in the yaller leaf. .Just like one of our bran new 
vessels built down in Maine, of hest hackmatack, or what's better 
still, of our rae I American live oak (and that's allowed to be about 
the hest iT) the world), send her off to the West Indies, and let her 
lie there awhile, and the worms will riddle her bottom all full of holes 
like a tin cullender, or a board with a grist of duck shot thro' it, you 
wouldn't believe what (/ bore they be. Well, that's jist the case with 
the western climate. The heat takes the solder out of the knees and 
<elbows, weakens the joints, and makes the frame ricketty. 

Besides, we like the smell of the Salt Water, it seems kinder nateral 
~tJ us New Englanders. 'Ve can make more a plowin of lhe seas, 
than plowin of a prayer eye. It would take a bottom near about as 
long as Connecticut river, to raise wheat enough to buy the cargo 
,)f a Nantucket whaler, or a Salem tea ship. And then to leave one's 
folks, and natiDe place where one was raised halter broke, and train
ed to go in gear, and exchange all the comforts of the old States for 
them are new ones, don't seem to go down well at all. Why: the 
ve.ry sight of the Yankee galls is good for sore eyes, the dear little 
crItters, they do look so scrumptious, I tell you, with their cheeks 
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Lloomin like a red rose budded on a white one, and their eyes like 
Mrs. Adams's diamonds (that folks say shine as well in the dark as 
in the light}, neck like a swan, lips chock full of kisses-lick I it 
fairly makes one's mouth water to think on 'em. But it's no use 
talkin, they are just made critters, that's a fact, full of health, and 
life, and beauty,-now, to change them are splendid white water 
lilies of Connecticut and Rhode Island, for the yaller crocusses of 
IlIanoy, is what we don't like. It goes most confoundedly agin the 
grain, I tell you. Poor critters, when they get away back there, 
they grow as thin as a sawed lath, their little peepers are as dull as 
a boiled codfish, their skin looks like yaller fever, and they seem all 
mouth like a crocodile. And.that's not the worst of it neither, for 
when a woman begins to grow saller it's all over with her; she's up 
a tree then you may depend, there's no mistake. You can no more 
bring back her bloom, than you can the colour to a leaf the frost has 
touched in the fall. Its gone goose with her, that's a fact. And 
that's not all, for the temper is plaguy apt to change with the 
cheek too. 'Vhen the freshness of youth is on the move, the sweet
ness of temper is amazin apt to start along with it. A bilious cheek 
and a sour temper are like the Siamese twins, there's a nateral cord 
of union atween them. The one is a sign board, with the name of 
the firm written on it in big letters. He that don't know Ihis, 
can't read, I guess. It's no usc to cry over spilt milk, we all 
know, but it's easier said than done that. "Tomen kind, and espe
cially single folks, will take on dreadful at the fadin of their roses, 
and their frettin only seems to make the thorns look sharper. Our 
minister used to say to sister Sail (and when she was young she 
was a rae I witch, amost an everlastin sweet girl), Sally, he used 
to say, now's the time to larn, when you arc young; store your 
mind well, dear, and the fragrance iwill remain long arter the rose 
has shed its leaves. The otter of roses is strollger than the rose, and 
a plaguy sight more valuable. Sail wrote it down, she said it warn't 
a bad idee that; but father larfed, he said he guessed minister's 
courlin days warn't over, when he made such pretty speeches as 
that arc to the galls. Now, who would go to expose his wife or 
his darters, or himself, to the dangers of such a climate, for the 
sake of 30 bushels of wheat to the acre, instead of 15. There 
seems a kinder somethin in us that rises in our throat when ,ye 
think on it, and won't let us. We don! like it. Give me the 
shore, and let them that like the Far West, go there, I say. 

This place is as fartile as IlIanoy or Ohio, as healthy as any part 
of the Globe, and right along side of the salt water; but the folks 
want three things-Industry, Enterprise, Econollly.-,these blue-noses 
don't know how to valy this location-only look at it, and sec what 
a place for business it is-::the centre of the Province-the nateral 
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capital of the Bazin of Minas, and part of the bay of Fundy-the 
great thoroughfare to St. John, Canada, and the United States-the 
exports of lime, gypsum, freestone, and grindstone-the dykes-but 
it's no use talkin; I wish we had it, that's all. Our folks are like a 
rock maple tree-stick 'em in any where, but eend up and top down, 
and they will take root and grow; but put 'em in a rael good soH Ii!.!' 
this, and give 'em a fair chance, and they will go a head and thrivt' 
right ofT, .most amazin fast, that's a fact. Yes, if we had it we 
would make another guess place of it from what it is. In one year 
we ~vould have a railroad to Halifax, which, unlike the stone that 
killed 111'0 birds, II'IJltld be tlu! makin of both places. I often tell the 
folks this, but all they can say is, oh we are too. poor and too young. 
Says I, you put me in mind of a great long legged, long tailed colt, 
father had. He never changed his name of colt as long as he lived. 
and he was as old as the hills; and though he had the best of feed. 
was as thin as a wippin post. He was colt all his days-always young 
-always poor; and young and poor you'll be I guess to the eend of 
the chapler. 

On our return tn the Inn the weather, which had been threaten
ing for some time past, became very tempestuous. It rained for 
three successive days, and the roads were almost impassable. 
To continue my journey was wholly out of the question. I deter
mined, therefore, to take a seat in the coach for Halifax, and defer 
until next year the remaining part of my tour. Mr. Slick agreed to 
meet me here in June, and to provide for me the same conveyauce I 
had used from Amherst. I look forward with much pleasure to our 
meeting again. His manner and idiom were to me perfectly new 
and very amusing; while his good sound sense, searching observa
tion. and queer humour, rendered his conversation at once valuable 
and interesting. There are many subjects on which I should like to 
(/raw him out; and I promise myseIr a fund of amusement in his 
remarks on the state of society and manners at Halifax; and the ma
chinery of the local government, on both of which he appears to 
entertain many original and some very just opinions. 

As he took leave of me in the coach, he whispered, 'Inside of your 
great bi~ cloak you will find wrapped up a box, containin a thou
sand rael genuine first chop Havanahs-no mistake-the clear thing. 
~hell yuu smoke 'em, Ul~nk sometimes of your old companion, SAM 
SLICK, THE CLOCKM\lom. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE MEETING. 

WHOEVlm has condescended to read the preceding Chapters of the 
Clockmaker, or the Sayings and Doings of Mr. Samuel Slick, will 
recollect that our tour of Nova Scotia terminated at Windsor last 
autumn, in consequence of bad roads and bad weather, and that it was 
mutually agreed upon between us to resume it in the following 
spring. But, alas I spring came not. They retain in this country 
the name of that delightful portion of the year, but it is 'Vox et 
preterea nihil.' The short space that intervenes between the disso
lution of winter and the birth of summer deserves not the appellation. 
Vegetation is so rapid here, that the valleys are often clothed with 
verdure before the snow has wholly disappeared from the forest. 

There is a strong similarity between the native and his climate; 
the one is without youth, and the other without spring, and both 
exhibit the elTects of losing that preparatory season. Culticatioll is 
1vanting. Neither the mind nor the soil is properly prepared. T1U're 
is no time. The farmer is compelled to hurry through all his field 
operations as he best can, so as to commit his grain to the ground in 
time to insure a crop. Much is unavoidably omitted that ought to 
be done, and all is performed in a careless and slovenly manner. 
The same haste is observable in education, and is attended with si
milar elTects; a boy is hurried to school, from school to a profession, 
and from thence is sent forth into the world before his mind has been 
duly disciplined or properly cultivated. 

W'hen I found Mr. Slick at Windsor, I expressed my regret to him 
that we could not have met earlier in the season; but really, said I, 
they appear to have no spring in this country. Well, I don't know, 
said he; I never seed it in that light afore; I was athinkin we might 
stump the whole univarsal world for climate. It's generally allowed, 
our climate in America can'! be no better. The spring may be a 
little short or so, but then it is added to t'other eend, and makes 
a'most an everlastin fine autumn. Where will you ditto our fall? 
It whips English weather by a long chalk, none of your hangin, 
shootin, drownin, throat-cuttin weather, but a clear sky and a good 
hreeze, rael cheerfulsome. 

That, said I, is evading the question; I was speaking of the short
ness of spring, and not of the comparative merit of your aulumn, 
which I am ready to admit is a very charming portion of the year 
in America. But there is one favour I must beg of you during this 
tOlll', and Ihat. is, to avoid the practice YOII indlllgerl in so milch last 



13:.! THE CLOCKMAKER. 

1 car, of exalting everything American by depreciating everything 
British. This habit is, I assure you, very objec!iollaLle, and has 
already had a very perceptible efTect on your national charactt·r. [ 
helieve I am as devoid of what is called national prejudices as most 
mcn, and can make all due allowances for them in others. I have 
no oLjection to this superlative praise of your COUll try , its institu
f.ions, or its people, provided ~'ou do not require me to join in it, or 
express it in language disrespectful of the English. 

Well, well, if that don't Leat all, said he; you say, you have no 
prejudices, and yet you can't bear to hear tell of our great nation, 
and our free and enlightened citizens. Captain Aul (lIall), as he 
called himself, for T 1IC1'er seed an Englishman yet that spoke good 
English, said he hadn't one mite or morsel of prejudice, and yet in 
all his three volumes of travels through the U-nited States (the 
greatest nation it's ginerally allowed atween the Poles), only found 
two things to praise, the kindness of our folks to him, and the State 
prisons. None are so blind, I guess, as them that won't see; but 
your folks can't bear it, that's a fact. Bear what? said I. The su
periority of the Americans, he replied; it does seem to grig 'em, 
there's no denyin it; i~ does somehow or another seem to go agin 
their grain to admit it most consumedly; nothin a'most ryles them 
so much as that. But their slln has set in darkness and sorrow, 
Ill'H'\' again to peer above the horizon. They will be blotted out of 
fhe list of nations. Their glory ha~ departed across the Atlantic 
to fix hereverlastin abode in the U-nited States. Yes, Glan to man, 
baganut to Laganut,-ship to ship,-by land or by sea,-fair fight, 
or rough and tumble,-we've whipped'em, that's a fact, deny it 
who can; and we'll whip 'em, ag'in to all ctarnity. We average 
more physical, moral, and intellectual force than any people on the 
face of the airth; we arc a right-minded, strong-minded, sound
minded, and high-minded people, I hope I may be shot if we ain't. 
On fresh or on salt water, on the lakes or the ocean, down comes the 
red cross and up go the stars. From Bunker's Hill clean away up 
to New Orleens the land teems with the glory of our heroes. Yes, 
our YOllng Republic is a Colossus, with one foot in the Atlantic and 
the other in the Pacific, its head above the everlastin hills, graspin in 
its hands a tri--A rifle, shooting squirrels, said I; a very suitable 
employment for slIch a tall, overgrown, lelDg-legged youngster. 

'Veil, well, said he, resuming his ordinary quiet demeanor, and 
with that good humor that distinguished him, put a rifle, if you Ifll, 
II his hands, I guess ~'ou'll find he's not a bad shot neither. B'u'! [ 
must sec to Old Clay, and prepare for our journey, which is a con
siderable of a long one, I tell. you,-and taking up his hat, he pro
ceeded to the stable. Is lhat fellow mad or drunk, said a stranger 
who came from Halifax with me in the coach; I never h~ard such a 
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vapouring fool in my life ;-1 had a strong incliAation, if he had not 
taken himself ot1~ to shew him out of the door.-Did you ever hear 
such insufferable vanity 'I I should have been excessively sorry, 
I said, if you had taken any notice of it. He is, I assure you, 
neither mad nor drunk, but a very shrewd, inteHigent fellow. I 
met with him accidentally last year while travelling through the 
eastern part of the province; and although I was at first somewhat 
annoyed at the unceremonious manner in which he forced his ac
quaintance upon me, I soon found that his knowledge of the pro
vince, its people and government, might be most useful to me. He 
has some humour, much anecdote, and great originality;-he is, in 
short, quite a character. I ·have employed him to convey me from 
this place to Shelburne, and from thence along the Atlantic coast to 
Halifax. Although not exactly the person one would choose for a 
travelling companion, yet if my guide must also be my companion, 
I do not know that I could have made a happier selection. He 
enables me to study the Yankee character, of which in his particular 
class he is a fair sample; and to become acquainted with their pecu
liar habits, manners, and mode of thinking. He has just now given 
you a specimen of their national vanity; which, after all, is, I be
lieve, not much greater than that of the French, though perhaps 
more loudly and rather differently expressed. lIe is well informed 
and quite at home on all matters connected with the machinery of the 
American government, a subject of much interest to me. The ex
planations I receive from him enable me to compare it with the British 
and Colonial constitutions, and throw much light on the speculative 
projects of our reformers. I have sketched him in every attitude 
and in every light, and r carefully note down all our conversations, 
so that I flatter myself, when this tour is completed, I shall know as 
much of America and Americans as some who have even written a 
book on the subject. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

TilE vOLUNT ARY SYSTE~1. 

TilE day arler our arrival at Windsor, being Sunday, we were com
pelled to remain there until the following Tuesday, so as to have one 
day at our command to visit the College, Retreat Farm, and the other 
objects of interest in the neighbourhood. One of the inhabitants 
having kindly offered me a seat in his pew;,I accompanied him to the 
church, which, for the convenience of the College, was built nearly 
a mile from the village. From him I learned, that, independently of 
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the direct influence of the Church of England upon its own members, 
whtl form a very numerous and respectable portion of the inhabitants 
of Nova Scotia, its indirect operation has been both extensive and 
important in this colony. 

The friends of the establishment, having at an earl y period found
ed a college, and patronised education, the professions have been 
filled with scholars and gentlemen, and the natural and very proper 
emulation of other sects being thus awakened to the importance of 
the subject, they have been stimulated to maintain and endenv aca
demies of their own. 

The general diffusion through the country of a well-educated body 
of clergymen, like those of the establishment, has had a strong ten
dency to raise the standard of qualification among those who differ 
from them, while the habits, manners, and regular conduct of so re
spectable a body of men naturally and unconsciollsly modulate and in
fluence those of their neighbours, who may not perhaps attend their 
ministrations. I t is, therefore, among other causes doubtless, owing 
in a great measllre to the exertions and salutary example of the 
Church in the Colonies that a higher tone of moral feeling exists in 
the British Provinces than in the neighbouring states, a claim which 
I find very generally put forth in this country, and though notexaclly 
admitted, yet certainly not denied even by Mr. Slick himself. The 
suggestions of this gentleman induced me to make some inquiries of 
the Clockmaker, connected with the subject of an establishment; I 
therefore asked him what his opinion was of the Voluntary System. 
Well, I don't know, said he; what is yourn? I am a member, I 
replied, of the Church of England; YOIl may, therefore, easily sup
pose what my opinion is. And I am a citizen, said he, laughing, of 
Slickville, Onion county, state of Connecticut, United States of 
America: you may therefore guess what my opinion is too: I reckon 
we are even now, ar'n't we'? To tell you the truth, said he, I never 
thought much about it. I've been a considerable of a traveller in my 
day; arovin about here and there and everywhere; atradin wher
ever I seed a good cJ.ance of making a speck; paid my shot into the 
plate, whenever it was handed round in meelin, and axed no ques
tiQns. It was about as much as I could cleverly do, to look arter my 
own consarns, and I left the ministers to look arter theirn; but take 
'em in a gineral way they are pretty well to do in the world with us, 
especially as they have the women on their side. Whoever has the 
women is sure of the men, you may depend, squire; openly or se
cretly, tlirectly or indirectly; they do contrive, somehow or another, 
t" have their own way in the eend, and tho' the men have the reins, 
the women tell 'em which way to drive. Now, ifever you go for to 
canvas for votes, always canvas the wives, and YOII are sure of the 
hllsl>and.o. 
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I recollect when I was last up to Albama, to one of the new cities 
lately built there, I was awalkin one morn in airly out 0' town to 
get a lectle fresh air, for the weather was so plaguy sultry I could 
hardly breathe a'most, and I seed a most splendid location there ncar 
the road; a b.;autiful white two-story house with a grand virandah 
runnin all round it, painted green, and green vernitians to the win
ders, and a white pallisade fence in front lined with a row of Lom
bardy poplars, and two rows of 'em leadin up to the front door, like 
two files of sodgers with fixt baganuts; each side of the avenue was 
a grass plot, and a beautiful image of Adam stood in the centre of one 
on 'em,-and of Eve, with a fig-leaf apron on, in t'other, made of 
wood by a native artist, and painted so nateral no soul could tell 'em 
fromstonc. 

The avenue was all planked beautiful, and it was lined with flowers 
in pots and jars, and looked a touch above common, I tell you. 
While I was astoppin' to look at it, who should drive by but the 
milkman with his cart. Says I, stranger, says I, I suppose you 
don't know who lives here, do you? I guess you arc a stranger, iaid 
he, ain't you? Well, says I, I don't exactly know as I ain't; but 
who lives here? The Rev. Ahab Meldrum, said he, I reckon. 
Ahab Meldrum, said 1 to myself; I wonder if it can be the Ahab 
Meldrum I was to school with to Slickville, 10 minister's, when we 
was boys. It can't be possible it's him, for he was fitter for a State's 
prisoner than a Slate's preacher, by a long chalk. He was a poor 
slick to make a preacher on, for minister couliln't beat nothin into 
him a'most, he was so cussed stupid; but I'll see any how: so I walks 
right through the gate and raps away at the door, and a tidy, well
rigged nigger help opens it and shews me into a'most an elegant 
farnished room. I was most darnted to sit down on the chairs, they 
were so splendid, for fear I should spile 'em. There was mirrors 
and varses, and lamps, and pictul"s, and crinkum cranlmms, and no
tions of all sorts and sizes in it. It looked like a bazar a'uwst, it 
was fill'd with such an everlaslin sight of curiosities. 

The room was considerable dark 100, for the blinds was sho~, and 
I was skear'd to move for fear 0' doin mischief. Presently in comes 
Ahab, slowly sailin in, like a boat droppin down stream in a calm, 
with a pair o' purple slippers on, and a figured silk dressin gound, 
and carrying a'most a beautiful-bound book in his hand. May I 
presume, says he, to inquire who I have the on expected pleasure of 
seeing this mornin? If you'll gist throw open one o' them are 
shutters, says I, I guess the light will save us the trouble 0' axin' 
names. I know who you be by your voice any how, tho' it's consi
derable softer than it was ten years ago. I'm Sam Slick. says 1,
what's left 0' me at least. Verily, said he, friend Samuel, I'm glad 
tt} see you: and how did you leave that excellent mao and distin-
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guished scholar, the Rev. Mr Hopewell, and my good friend your 
father? Is the old gentleman still alive? if so, he must anow be 
ripefull of years as he is fuJI of honors. Your mother, I think I 
heerd, was dead-gathered to her fathers-peace be with her !-she 
llad a good and a kind heart. I loved her as a child: but the Lord 
taketh whom he loveth. Allab, says I, I have but a few minutes to 
stay with you, and if you think to draw the wool over my eyes, it 
might perhaps take you a longer time than you are athinkin on or 
than I have to spare ;-tllere are some friends you've forgot to inquire 
after tho' ,-there's Polly Bacon and her little boy. 

Spare me, Samuel, spare me, my friend, says he; open not 
that wound afresh, I beseech thee. 'Veil, says I, none 0' your 
nonsense then; shew me into a room where I can spit, and feel 
to home, and put my feet upon the chairs without adamagin things, 
and I'll sit and smoke and chat with you a few minutes; in fact 
I don't care if I stop and breakfast with you, for I feel consider
able peckish this mornin. Sam, says he, atakin hold of my 
hand, you were always right up and down, and as straight as a 
shingle in your dealins. I can trust you, I know, but mind,-and 
he put his fingers on his lips-mum is the word ;-bye gones are bye 
gones,-yon wouldn't blow an old chum among his friends, would 
you? I scorn a nasty, dirty, mean actions, say I, as I do a nigger. 
Come, foller me, then, says he;-and he led me into a back room, 
with an oncarpeled painted floor, famished plain, and some shelves 
in it, with books and pipes and cigars, pigtail, and what not. Here's 
liberty-hall, said he; chew or smoke, or spit as you please ;-do as 
you like here; we'll throw off all resarve now; but mind that cursed 
niggrr; he has a foot like a cat, and an ear for every keyhole-don't 
talk too loud. 

'Yell, Sam, said he, I'm glad to see you too, my boy; it puts mein 
mind of old times. Many's the lark you and I have had togetl-ler ill 
Slickville, when old Hunks-(it made me start, that he meant Mr. 
Hopewell, and it made me feel kinder dandry at him, for I wouldn't 
let anyone speak disrespectful of him afore me for nothin, I know) 
-when old Hunks thought we was abed. Them was happy days 
0' light heels and li.~ht hearts. I often think on 'em and think OIl 

'em too with pleasure. Well, Ahab, says I, I don't gist altogether 
know as I do; there are some things we might gist as well a'most 
have left alone, J reckon; but what's done is done, that's a fact. A 
hem! said he, so loud, I looked round and I seed two niggers bringin 
in the breakfast, and a grand one it was,-tea and coffee and In
Ilr:;ian corn and cakes, and hot bread and cold bread, fish, fowl, and 
Hesh, roasted, boiled and frirri; prrsarves, pickl!'s, fruits; in short, 
every thing a'most you could think on. You needn't wait, said Ahab 
t9 the blacks; I'll rin~ for 1'011 when 1 want you; \\ ,;1\ help ourselve$, 
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Well, when I looked round and seed this critter alivin' this way, 
on the fat 0' the land, up to his knees in clover like, it did pose me 
considerable to know how he worked it so cleverly, for he was 
thought always, as a boy, to be rather more than half onder-baked, 
considerable soft-like. So, says I, Ahab, says I, I calculate you'r 
like the cat we used to throw out of minister's garrat winder, when 
we was aboardin there to school. How so, Sam? said he. '''hy, 
says I, you always seem to come on your feet some how or another. 
You have got a plaguy nice thing of it here; that's a fact, and no 
mistake (the critter had three thousand dollars a year) ; how on airth 
did you manage it? I wish in my heart I had ataken up the trade 
0' preachin' too; when it does hit it does capitally, that's sartain. 
Why, says he, if you'll promise not to let on to anyone about it, I'll 
tell you. I'll keep dark about it, you may depend, said I. I'm not a 
man that can't keep nothin in my gizzard, but go right offand blart out 
all I hear. I know a thing worth two 0' that, I guess. Well, says 
he, it's done by a new rule I made in grammar-the feminine gender 
is more worthy thari the neuter and the neuter, more worthy than 
the masculine; I gist soft sawder the women. It taint every man 
will let you tickle him; and if you do, he'll make faces at you enough 
to frighten you into fits; but tickle his wife and it's electrical-he'll 
laugh like any thing. They are the forred wheels, start them, and 
the hind ones foller of course. Now it's mostly women that tend 
meetin here: the men-folks have their politics and trade to talk 
over, and what not, and ain't time; but the ladies go considerable 
rigular, and we have to depend on them, the dear critters. I gist lay 
myself out to get the blind side 0' them, and I sugar and gild the pill 
so as to make it pretty to look at and easy to swallar. Last Lord's 
day, for instance, I preached on the death of the widder's son. 
Well, I drew such a pictur of the lone watch at the sick bed, the pa
tience, the kindness, the tenderness of women's hearts, their for
giving disposition-(the Lord forgive me for saying so, tho', for if 
there is a created critter that never forgives, it's a woman; they 
seem to forgive a wound on their pride, and it skins over and looks 
all heal'd up like, but touch 'em on the sore spot ag'in, and see how 
'cute their memory is)-their sweet temper, soothers of grief, dis
pensers of joy, ministrin angels.-I make all the virtues of the fe
minine gender always,-then I wound up with a quotation from 
Walter Scott. They all like poetry, do the ladies, and Shakspeare, 
Scott, and Byron, are amazin' favorites; they go down much better 
than the m old-fashioned slaves 0' Watts. 

, Ob woman, in our hour of ease, 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 
And variable as the shade 
By the ligbt quivering aspen made: 
Wh~n vain aud anguish wring the brow, 
A ministering angel thou. ~ 
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If I didn't touch it off to the nines it's a pity, I never heerd you 
preach so well, says one, since you was located here. I drew from 
natur', says I, a squezin of her hand. Nor never so touchin, says 
another. YOIi know my moddle, says I, lookin' spooney on her. 
I fairly shed tears, said a third; how often have you drawn them from 
me? says I. So true, said they. and so nateral, and truth and natur' 
is what we call eloquence. I feel quite proud, said I, and conside
rably elated, my admired sisters,-for who can judge so well as the 
ladies of the truth of the descripti9n of their own virtues'? I mustsay I 
feelt somehow kinder, inadequate to the task too, I said,-for the depth 
and strength and beauty of the female heart passes all understandin. 

When I left 'em I heard 'em say, ain't he a dear man, a sweet 
critter, a'most a splendid preacher; none 0' your mere moral lec
turers, but a rael right down genuine gospel preacher. Next day I 
received to the tune of one hundred dollars in cash, and fifty dollars 
produce, presents from one and another. The truth is, if a minister 
wants to be popular he should remain single, for then the galls all have 
a chance for him; but the moment he marries he's up a tree; his flint 
is fixed then; you may depend it's gone goose with him arter that; 
that's a fact. No, Sam; they are the pillars of the temple, the deat· 
little critters-And I'll give you a wrillkle for your horn, perhaps you 
ain't got yet, and it may be some use to you when you go down atradin 
with the benighted colonists in the outlandish British provinces. 
The road to the head lies through the heart. Pocket, 1'ou mean, instead 
of head, I guess, said I; and if you don't travel that road full chissel 
it's a pity. Well, says I, Ahab, when I go to Slickville I'll gist tell 
Mr. Hopewell what a most a precious, superfine, superior darn'd 
rascal you have turned out; if you ain't No.1, letter A, I want to 
know who is, that's all. You do beat all, Sam, said he; it's the sys-
1"111 thai's viriolls, aud notthe preach.'r. If I didn't give 'em the soft 
sawder they would neither pay me nor hear me; that's a fact. Are 
you so soft in the horn now, Sam, as to suppose the galls would take 
the trouble to come to hear me tell 'em of their corrupt natur' and 
fallen condition; and first thank me, and then pay me for it'? Very 
entertainin that to tell 'em the worms will fatten on their pretty little 
rosy cheeks, and that their sweet plump flesh is nothin' but grass, 
flourishin to day, and to be cut down, withered, and rotlen t~-morrow, 
ain't it·? It ain't in the natur' 0' things; ifl put them out I)' concait 
o· themselves. I can put them in concait 0' me; or that they will como 
down handsome, and do the thing ginteel, it's gist on possible. It 
warn't me made the system, but the system made me. The volun
tary don't n'ork well. 

System or no system, said I, Ahab, you are Ahab still, and Ahab 
you'll be to the eend o· the chapter. You may decaive the women 
by soft sawder, and ~'ourself by talkin' about systems, but you woo't 
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walk into me so easy, I know. It ain't pretty at all. Now, said J, 
Ahab, I told you I wouldn't blow you, nor will I. I will neither 
speak 0' things past nor things present. I know you wouldn't, Sam, 
said he; you were always a good feller. But it's on one condition, 
says I, and Ihat is, that you allow Polly Bacon a hundred dollars a
year-she was a good gall and a decent gall when you first know'd 
her, and she's in great distress now to Slickville, I tell you. That's 
onfair, that's onkind, Sam, said he; that's 1I0t the clean thing; I can't 
a'fford it; it's a breach 0' confidence this, but you got me on the hip, 
and I can't help myself;-say fifty dollars, and I will. Done, said 
I, and mind you're up to the notch, for I'm in airnest-there's no mis
take. Depend upon me, said he. And, Sam, said he, ashakin hands 
along with me at partin' ,-excuse me, my good feller, but I hope e 
may never have the pleasure to see your face ag'in. Ditto, says I; 
but mind the fifty dollars a-year, or you will see me to a sartainty
good b'ye. 

How different this cussed critter was from poor, dear, good, old 
Joshua Hopewell. I seed him not long arter. On my return to 
Connecticut, gist as I was apassin' out 0' Molasses into Onion County, 
who should I meet but minister amounted upon his horse, old Captain 
Jack. Jack was a racker, and in his day about as good a beast as 
ever hoisted tail (you know what a racker is, don't you squire'? said 
the clock maker ; they brings up the two feet on one side first, together 
like, and then t'other two at once, the same way; and they do get 
over the ground at a'most an amazin' size, that's sartain), but poor 
old critter, he looked pretty streak'd, You could count his ribs as 
far as you could see him, and his skin was drawn so tight over him, 
every blow of minister's cane on him sounded like a drum, he was so 
holler. A candle poked into him lighted would have shown through 
him like a lantern. He carried his head down to his knees, and the 
hide seem'd so scant a pattern, he showed his teeth like a cross dog, 
and it started his eyes and made 'em look all outside like a weasel's. 
lIe actilly did look as if he couldn't help it. Minister had two bags 
roll'd up and tied on behind him, like a portmanter, and was ajoggin 
on alookin down on his horse, and the horse alookin down on the 
road, as if he was seekin a soft spot to tumble down upon. 

It was curious to see Captain Jack too, when he heerd Old Clay 
acomin' along full split behind him; he cocked up his head and tail, 
and prick'd up his ears, and looked corner ways out of an eye, as 
much as to say, if you are for a lick of a quarter of a mile I don't 
feel much up to it, but I'll try you any way;-so here's at you. 
He did try to do pretty, that's sartain, as if he was ashamed of lookin 
so like Old Scratch, gist as a fellar does up the shirt collar and 
combs his hair with his fingers, afore he goes iri~ the room among 
the galls. 
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The poor skilliton of a beast was ginger to the backbone, you may 
depend-all clear grit; what there was of him was whalebone; that's 
a fac!. But minister had no rally about him .. he was proper chop
fallen, and looked as dismal as if he had lost every friend that he had 
on airth. 'Vhy, minister, says J, what onder the sun is the matter 
of you? You and Captain Jack look as if you had had the cholera; 
what makes you so dismal and your horse so thin'? what's out 0' 

joint now'? Nothin' gone wrong, I hope, since I left? Nothin' has 
gone right with me, Sam, of late, said he; I've been sorely tried with 
affiiction, and my spirit is fairly humbled. I've been more insulted 
this day, my son, than I ever was afore in all my born days. Minis
ler, says I, I've gist one favour to ax 0' you; give me the sinner's 
name, and afore daybreak to-morrow mornin' I'll bring him to a 
reck'nin and see how the balance stands. I'll kick him from here to 
Washington, and from 'Vashington back to Slickville, and then I'll 
cow-skin him, till this ridin-whip is worn up 10 shoe strings, and pitch 
I,im clean out 0' the State. The infarnal villain I tell me who he is, 
and if he war as Lig as all out-doors, I'd walk into him. I'll teach 
him the road to good manners, if he can save eyesight to see it,
hang me if [don't. I'd like no bctter fun, I vow. So gist shew me 
the man that darst insult you, and if he does so il~'in. I'll givc you 
leave to tell me of it. Thank you, Sam, says he; thank you, my 
boy, but it's heyond your help. It aiu't a parsonal affront of that 
nalur', but a spiritual affront. It ain't an aITront offered to me as 
Joshua Hopewell, so mnch as an alTront to the minister of Slickville. 
That is worse still, said I, because you can't resent it yourself. Lea\c 
him to me, and I'll fix his flint for him. 

It's a long story, Sam, and one to raise grief, but not anger ;-yoll 
mustn't talk or think of fightin, it's not becomin a Christian man: 
but here's my poor habitation; put up your horse and come in, and 
we'll talk this aflair over by and by. Come in and see me,-Cor, sick 
as I am, both in body and mind, it will do me good. You was always 
il kind-hearted boy, Sam, and I'm gla,l to see the heart in the right 
place yet ;-come in, my son. 'Veil, when we got into the house, and 
sot down,-says I. minister, what the dickens was them two great 
roll's o' canvas for, I seed snugg'd up and tied to your crnpper? You 
looked like a man who had taken his grist to mill, and was returnin 
with the bags for another; what onder the sun had you in them '? I'll 
tell YOII, Sam, said he,-you know, said he, when you was to home, 
we had a State Tax for the support 0' the church, and every man had 
to pay his share to some church or another. I mind, says I, quite 
well. Well, said he, the inimy of souls has been to work among us, 
and instigated folks to think this was too compulsory for a free people, 
and smelt too strong of estaLlishments, anti the legislatur' repealed 
the law; so now, instead n' havin a rigilar legal stipind, we have 
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what they call the voluntary,-every man pays what he likes, when 
he likes, and to whom he likes, or if it don't convene him he pays 
nothin i-do you apprehend me? As clear as a boot-jack, says I; 
nothin could be plainer, and I suppose that some 0' your factory 
people that make canvas have given you a present of two rolls of it to 
make bags to hold your pay in? My breeches-pockets, says he, Sam, 
ashakin 0' his head, I estimate, are big enough for that. No, Sam; 
some subscribe and some don't. Some say, we'll give, but we'll not 
bind ourselves ;-and some say, we'll see about it. Well, I'm e'en 
a'most starved, and Captain Jack does look as poor as Job's turk~; 
that's a fact. So I thought, as times was hard, I'd take the bags and 
get some oats for him, from some of my subscribin congregation ;
it would save them the cash, and suit me gist as well as the blunt. 
Wherever [went, I might have fill'd my bags with excuses, but I 
got no oats ;-but that warn't the worst of it neither, they turn'd the 
tables on me and took me to task. A new thing that for me, I guess 
in myoid age, to stand up to be catekised like a convarted Heathen. 
)Vhy don't you, says one, jine the Temperance Society, minister? 
Because, says I, there's no warrant for it in Scriptur', as I see. A 
Christian obligation to sobriety is, in my mind, afore any engagement 
on honor. Can't think, says he, of payin' to a minister that coun
tenances drunkenness. Says another,-ministcr, do YOIl smoke? 
Y ('s, says I, I do sometimes: and I dont' care if 1 take a pipe along 
with you now i-it seems sociable like. 'Veil, says he, it's an abuse 
0' the critter,-a waste 0' valuaLle time and an encouragement of 
slavery; I don't pay to upholders of the slave system; I go the whole 
figur' for abolition. One found me too Calvinistic, and another too 
Armenian; one objected to my praying for the President,-for, he said, 
he was an everlastin' almighty rascal ;-another to my wearin' a 
gown, for it was too Popish. In short, I git nothin' but objections to 
a'most everything I do or say, and I see considerable plain my in
come is gone; I may work for notIlin' and find thread now, if I choose. 
The only one that paid me, cheated me. Says he, minister, I've been 
aJookin' for you for some time past, to pay my contribution, and I 
laid by twenty dollars for you. Thank you, said I, friend, but that 
is mor~ than your share; ten dollars, I think, is the amount of your 
subscription. Well, says he, I know that, bllt I like to do things 
handsum, and he who gives to a minister lends to the Lord ;-but, 
says he, I'm afeer'd it won't turn out so much now, for the Bank has 
fail'd since. It's a pity you hadn't acall'd afore, but you must take 
the will for the deed. And he handed me a roll of the Bubble Bank 
paper, that ain't worth a cent. Are you sure, said I, that you put 
this aside for me when it was good? 0 sartain, s31's he, I'll take my 
oath orit. There's no 'casion forthat, says I, my friend, nor for me 
to take ~ore than my due neither j-here are ten of them back again. 
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I hope you may not lose them aItogethsr, as I fear I shall. But he 
cheated me,-I know he did. 

This is the blessin of the voluntary. as far as I'm consarned. 
Now, I'll tell you how it's agoin' to work upon them; not through my 
agency tho', for I'd die first ;-afore I'd do a wrong thing to gain the 
whole univarsal world. But what are you doin' of, Sam, said he, 
acrackin' of that whip so? says he; you'll e'en a'most deefen me. 
Atryin' of nie spring of it, says I. The night afore I go down to Nova 
Scotia, I'll teach 'em Connecticut quickstep-I'll larn 'em to make 
somerse.ts-I'll make 'em cut more capers than the caravan monkey 
ever could to save his soul alive, I know. I'll quill 'em, as true as 
my name is Sam Slick; and if they follers me down east, I'll lam
baste them back a pIa guy sight quicker than they came; the nasty, 
dirty, mean, sneakin villains. I'll play them a voluntary-I'll fa la 
sol them to a jig tune, and show 'em how to count baker's dozen. 
Crack, crack, crack, that's the music, minister; crack, crack, crack, 
I'll set all Slickville ayelpin I 

I'm in trouble enough, Sam, says he, without addin that are to it; 
don't quite break my heart, for such earryin's on would near about 
kill me. Let the poor deludid critters be, promise me now. 'Veil, 
well, says I, if you say so, it shall be so ;-but I must say I long to 
be at 'em. But how is the voluntary agoin for to operate on them? 
Emitie, diuretic, or purgati\(\ eh? I hope it will be all three, and 
turn them inside out, the ungrateful scoundrils, and 1'et not be gist 
strong enough to turn them back ag'in. Sam, you're an altered man, 
says he. It appears to me the whole world is changed. Don't talk 
so on-Christian: we IIlUst forget and forgive. They will be the great
est sulTerers themselves, poor critters, havin destroyed the independ. 
('nfe of their minister,-their minister will pander to their vanity. 
He will be afeer'd to tell them unpalatable truths. Instead of tellin' 
'em they are miserable sinners in need of repentance, he will tell 'em 
they are a great nation and a great people, will quote history more 
than t1w Bible, and ~iye 'em orations not sarmons, encomiums and 
not censures. Presents, Sam, will bribe indulgence. The minister 
/I·ill Ii/' (( dumb dog.' It sarves 'em right, says I; I don't care what 
becomes of them. J hope they will be dumb dogs, for dumb dogs 
bite, and if they drive you mad,-as I believe from my soul they will, 
-I hope you'll bite everyone on 'em. 

But, says T, minister, talkin' of presents, I've got one for you that's 
somethin like the thing, I know; and I took out my pocket-book 
and gave him a hundred dollars. I hope I may be shot if I didn't. 
I leI! so sorry for him. 

Who's this fro III 'I said he, smilin. From Alabama, said I; but the 
giver told me not to mention his name. Well, said he, I'd arather 
he'll.ascnt Ille a poulld of good Yirginy pig tail, because I could have 
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thank'd him for that, and not felt too much obligation. Presents qf 
money injure both tke giver and receiver, and destroy tke equilibrium 
offriendship, and diminish independence and self-respect: but it's 
all right; it will enable me to send neighbour Dearbourn's two sons 
to school. It will do good. 'Cute little fellers them, Sam, and will 
make considerable smart men, if they are properly seed to; but the 
old gentleman, their father, is, like myself, nearly used up, and 
pIa guy poor. Thinks I, if that's your sort, old gentleman, I wish I 
had my hundred dollars in my pocket-book ag'in, as snug as a bug 
in II rug, and neighbour Dearbourn's two sons might go and whistle 
for their schoolin'. Who the plague cares whether they have any 
larnin' or not? I'm sure I don't. It's the first of the voluntary sys
tem I've tried, and I'm sure it will be the last. 

Yes, yes, squire, the voluntary don't mork mell,-that's afact. 
Ahab has lost his soul to save his body, minister has lost his body to 
save his soul, and rve lost my hundred dollars slap to save my feel
ins. The deuce take the voluntary, I scqJ. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

TRAINIl'{P A CARRIBOO. 

In the evening we sauntered out on the bank of the river, Mr. Slick 
taking his rille with him, to shoot blue-winged duck, that often Iloat 
up the Avon with the tide in great numbers. He made several shots 
with remarkable accuracy, but having no dogs we lost all the birds, 
but two, in the eddies ofthis rapid river. It was a delightful evening, 
and on our return we ascended the clIff that overlooks the village and 
the surrounding country, and sat down on the projecting point of 
limestone rock, to enjoy the glories of the sunset. 

This evenin, said Mr. Slick, reminds me of one I spent the same 
way at Toronto, in Upper Canada, and of a conversation I had with 
a British traveller there. There was only himself and me at the inn, 
and Jlavin nothin above partickilar to do, says I, 'spose we take the 
rille and walk down by the lake this splendid afternoon; who knows 
but we might see somethin' or another to shoot? So offwe sot, and 
it was so cool and pleasant we stroll'd a considerable distance up the 
beach, which is like this, all Iime'stone gravel, only cleaner and less 
sediment in it. 

'Vhen we got tired of the glare of the water, and a nasty yallor scum 
that was on it lit- that season, we turned up a road that led into the 
woods. Why, says I, if there ain't a Carriboo, as I'm alive. 
Where? said hr, seizin the rille, and hringin it to his shoulder with 
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great eagerness,-where is it'l for heaven sake let me have a shot 
at it! I have long wish'd, said he, to have it to say, before I leave 
the province, that I had performed that feat of killin a Carriboo. 
Oh, Lord! said I, throwin up the point of the gun to prevent an ac
cident, Oh, Lord! it ain't one 0' them are sort 0' critters at all; it's 
a human Carriboo. It's a member, him th8.t's in that are gig lookin 
as wise as a barber's block with a new wig on it. The Toronto 
folks call 'em Carriboos, 'cause they are ontamed wild critters from 
the woods, and come down in droves to the legislatur'. I guess he's 
a goin to spend the night to the hotel, where we be; if he is, I'll 
bring him into our room and train him: you'll see what sort 0' folks 
makes laws sometimes. I do believe, arter all, says I, this universal 
suffrage will make universal fools of us all i-it ain't one man in a 
thousand knows how to choose a horse, much less a member, and 
yet there are some standin rules about the horse, that most anyone 
can larn, if he'll give his mind to it. There's the mark 0' mouth, 
-then there's the limbs, shape, make, and soundness of 'em; the 
L'F', lhe shoulder, and, above all, the action. It seems all plain 
ellough, and yt'l it takt's a considerable 'cute man to make a horse
jock<'y, and a little grain of the rogue too; for there is no mistake 
about the matter-you must lie a few to put 'em off well. Now, that's 
only the lowest grade of knowledge. It takes more skill yet to be a 
nif'f't'r-jo(·k"y. A nigger-jockey, said he; for heaven's sake, whatis 
thaI? I nerer heerd the term afore, since I was a created sinner
I hope I may be shot if I did. Possible! said I, never heerd tell of a 
nigger-jockey! !\Iy sakes, you must come to the states then ;-we'll 
put more wrinkles on your horns in a month there than you'll get in 
twenty years hL'fl" for these critters don't know nolhin. A nigger
jockey, sir, says I, is a gentleman that trades in niggers,-buys them 
in one slate, and sells them in another, where they arn't known. 
II's a beautiful science, is nigger flesh; it's what the lawyers call a 
liberal profession. Uncle Enoch made enough in one year's tradiII' 
in niggers to buy a splendid plantation; but it ain't everyone that's 
up to it. A man must have his eye teeth cut afore he takes up that 
trade, or he is apt to be let in for it himself, instead of putting a leake 
into others; that's a fact. Niggers don't show their age like white 
folk, and they are most always older that they look. A little rest, 
ilein the joints, good feed, a clean shirt, a false tooth or two, and 
dyin the wool black if it's got grey, keepin 'em close shav'd and gist 
givin 'em a glass 0' whiskey or two afore the sale to hright~n up the 
eye, has put off many an old nigger of fifty-five for forty. It does 
more than trimmin and groomin a horse by a long chalk. Then 
if a man knows geography, he fixes on a spot in next state for meetin 
ag'in, slips a few dollars in Sambo's hand, and Sambo slips the halter 
off in the manger, meets massa there, and is sold a second time ag'in. 
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WiIIlh the dye out, let the beard grow, and remove the tooth, and the 
devil himself couldn't swear to him ag'in. 
t • If it takes so much knowledge to cltoose a ltorse, or choose a nigger, 
what must it take to choose a member?-Who knows he won't give 
the people the slip as Samba does the first master; ay, and look as 
different too, as a nigger does, when the dye rubs out, and his black 
wool looks white ag'in. Ah, squire, there are tricks in all trades, I 
do believe, except the clock trade. The nigger business, says I, is 
apt to get a man into court, too, as much as the horse trade, if he 
don't know the quirks of the law. I shall never forget a joke I pass
ed off once on a Southerner. I had been down to Charleston South 
Carr, where brother Siah is located as a lawyer, and drives a consi
derable business in that line. Well, one day as I was awalkin along 
out 0' town, asmokin of my cigar, who should I meet but a poor old 
nigger, with a'most au almighty heavy load of pine-wood on his back, 
as much as he could cleverly slagger onder. Why, Sambo, said I, 
whose slave be you? You've got a considerable of a heavy load there 
for a man of your years. Oh, massa, says he, Gor Ormighty bless 
you (and he laid down his load, and puttin one hand on his loins, 
and t'other on his thigh, he tried to straighten himself up). I free 
man now, I no longer slave no more. I purchased my freedom from 
Gineral Crockodile, him that keeps public at Mud Creek. Oh, massa, 
but him gineral took me in terrible, by gosh I Says he, Pompey, 
says he, you one werry good nigger, werry faithful nigger. I great 
opinion of you, Pompey; I make a man of you, you dam old tar brush. 
I hope I may be skinned alive with wild cats if I don't. How much 
money you save, Pomp? Bunder dollars, say I. 'Veil, says he, I 
will sell you your freedom for that are little sum. Oh, massa gineral, 
I said, I believe I lib and die wid you i-what old man like me do 
now? I too old for freeman. 0 no, massa, leab poor old Pomp to 
die among de niggers. I tend young massa Gineral, and little missey 
Gineral, and teach 'em how to cow-skin de black villains. Oh, you 
smart man yet, he says,- quite sound, werry smart man, you airn 
a great deal 0' money;-I too great regard for you to keep you slave 
any longer. "Tell, he persuade me at last, and I buy freedom, and 
now I starve. I hab no one to take care of me now; I old and good 
for nothin-I wish old Pomp very much dead i-and he boohood 
right out like a child. Then he sold you to yourseJr, did he? said I. 
Yes, massa, said he, and here de paper and de bill ob sale. And he 
told you you sound man yet?-True, massa, ebbery word. Then, 
says I, come along with me, and I toated him along into Siah's of
fice. Sy, says, I, here's a job for you. Gineral Crockodile sold this 
poor old nigger to himseJr, and warrinted him sound wind and limb. 
He cheated him like a cantin hypocritical sinner as he is, for he's 
foundered in bis right foot, and ringboned on t.he left. Sue him on 
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his warrinty-there's some fun in't.-Fun, said Sy, I tell you it's if 
capital joke; and he jump'd up and danced round his office a .sna~~ 
pin of his fingers, as if he war bit by a galley-nipper. How It WIll 
comOustrigrate old Sim I1eter, the judge, won't it; 1'\1 bambousle 
him, I'll lIefogify his brain for him with warranties general, special, 
and implied, texts, notes, and comentries. I'll lead him a dance 
through civil law and common law, and statute law; I'll read old 
Latin, old French, and old English to him; I'll make his head turn 
like a mill-stone; I'll make him stare like an owl, atryin to read by 
daylight, and he larfed ready to kill himself. Sure enough he did 
bother him; so again up from one court to another, that Crockodile 
was glad to compound the matter to get clear of the joke, and paid 
old Pomp his hundred dollars back again; that's a fact. 

In the course of the evenin Mr. Buck, the member elect for the 
township of Flats in the Home district, came in, and I introduced 
him with much ceremony to the Britisher, agivin of him a wink at 
the same time, as much as to say, now I'll show you the way to train 
a Carriboo. Well, Squire Buck, said I. I yow I'm glad to see you; 
-how did you leave Mrs. Buck and all to home'?-all well, I hope 'r 
Reasonable well, I give you thanks, sir. said he. And so they've 
dected )'OU a member, Ih? "'ell, they wanted some honest men 
among '1m-that's a fact, and some onderstandin men too; how do 
yon go, Tory or Radical '? Oh, pop'lar side of course, said Mr. Buck. 
M'Kenzie and Papinau have open'd my eyes I tell you; I had no notion 
afore our government was so roUen-I'm for elective councils, short 
parliaments, ballot, universal suffrage, and ag'in a\l officials. Right, 
said I, )'OU are on the right side then, and no mistake. You've a 
plain path afore you; go straight ahead, and there's no fear. I 
should like to do so, said he, but I don't onderstand these matters 
enongh, I'm afeerd, to probe 'I m to the bottom; perhaps you'll be so 
:!ood as to advise me a litUe. I should like to talk over these things 
with you, as they say you are a considerable of an onderstandin man, 
and have seed a good deal of the world. 'Veil, said I, nothin would 
happify me more, I do assure you. Be independant, that's the great 
thing; he independant, that is, attack everything. First of all, 
there's the Church; that's a grand target, fire away at that till you 
are tired. Raili" a prejudicf if you can, and then make everything 
a Church question. But I'm a churchman myself, Mr. Slick; you 
wouldn't have me attack. my own chutch, would you? So much the 
better, said I; it looks liberal i-true liberality, as far as my ez
j!/'I'i"Jlce goes, lies in praisin apr!! otlter church, alld abusin of yaur 
011'11; it's only bigots that attack other folks' doctrine and tenets; 
no strong-minded, straight-a-head, right up and down man does 
that. It shows a narrer mind and narrer heart that. But what fault 
is there with the church'? said he: they mind their own business, as 
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far as I see, and let other folks alone; they have no privilege here 
that I know on, that other sects ha'en't got. It's pop'lar talk among 
some folks, and that's enough, said I. They are rich, and their 
clergy are learned and genteel, and there's a good many envious 
people in the world ;-there's radicals in religion as well as in politics, 
that would like. to see 'em all brought to a level. And ·then there's 
church lands: talk about dividin them among other sects, givin them 
to schools, and so on. There's no harm in robbin Peter if you pay 
Paul with it-a fair exchange is no robbery, all the world over; then 
wind up with a Church tithe sale, and a military massacre of a poor 
dissentin old woman that was baganuted by bloody-minded sodgers 
while tryin' to save her pig. It will make an affectin speech, draw 
tears from the gallery, and thunders of applause from the House. 

Then there's judges, another grand mark; and councillors and 
rich men; call 'em the little big men of a little colony, the would
be-aristocracy-the official gang-the favor'd few; call them by their 
christian and surnames; John Den and Richard Fen; turn up your 
noses at 'em like a horse's tail, that's double-nick'd. Salaries are 
a never-ending theme for you; officials shouldn't be paid at all; the 
honor is enough for 'em; a patriot sarves his country for nothin. 
Take some big salary for a text, and treat it this way: says you, 
there's John Doe's salary, it is seven hundred and thirty pounds a 
year, that is two pounds a day. Now, says you, that is sixteen 
common labourers' pay at two and sixpence each per day ;-shall it 
be said that one great mammoth official is worth sixteen free citizens 
who toil harder and fare worse than he does? then take his income 
for ten years and multiply it. See, says you, in ten years he has 
received the·enormous sum of seven thousand five hundred pounds: 
then run over all the things seven thousand five hundred pounds 
would effect on roads, bridges, schools, and so on, and charge him 
with havin been the means of robbin the country of all these bless
ins ! call 'em blood-suckers, pampered minions, bloated leeches. 
Then there's the college, says you; it's for the aristocracy, to keep 
up distinctions, to rivit our fetters, to make the rich richer, and the 
strong stronger; talk of native genius and self-taught artists, of 
natur's scholars, of homespun talent; it flatters the multitude this
it's pop'lar, you may depend. Call the troops mercenaries, vile hire
lings, degraded slaves; turn up your eyes to the ceiling and invoke 
defeat and slaughter on 'em; if they are to enforce the law, talk of 
standing armies, of slavery, of legionary tyrants,-call them forigners, 
vulturs thirsting for blood,-butchers,-every man killed in a row, 
or a mob, call a victim, a murdered man,-that's your sort, my 
darlin-go the whole hog, and do the thing genteel. Anything that 
gives prmJer to tke masses will please tke masses. If there was notbin 
to attack there would be no champions; if there is no grievance you 
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must make one: call all changes reform, whether it makes it bettet 
or not,-anything you want to alter, an abuse. call All that oppose 
you, call anti-reformers, upholders of abuses, bigots, sycophants, 
office-seeking Tories. Say they live by corruption, by oppressin 
the people, and that's the reason they oppose all change. How 
streaked they'll look, won't they? It will make theQl scratch their 
heads and stare, I know. If there's any man you don't like, use 
your privilege and abuse him like old Scratch,-Iash him like a nig
ger, cut him up beautiful-oh, it's a grand privilege that I Do this, 
and you'll be the speaker of the House, the first pot-hook on the 
crane, the truckle-head and cap-sheave-you will, I snore. Well, 
it does open a wide field, don't it, said Mr. Buck, for an ambitious 
man? I vow, I believe I'll take your advice; I like the idea amazin'ly. 
Lord, I wish I could talk like you,-you do trip it off so glib-I'll 
take your advice tho'-I will, I vow. Well, then, Mr. Buck, if you 
will really take my advice, I'll give it you, said I, free-gratisfor 
?lOthin. Be lwnest, be consistent, be tell/perate .. be rather the ad
I'()('(fh' of il/ternal ill/pro/-elllent than political change; of r((tional 
l'eform, but not organic alterations. .iVi'ither flatter the mob, nor 
flatter tlic,rIIJl'l'l'1t11lcllt; support II-hat is ri!llit, oppose what is n-rong .. 
1cliat IJo" think spcllk ; trIJ to satisfy IJ()l/rsclj~ and not others; and 
if you aI'" not popular, you 11'ill at ["1181 be respeeted; popularity 
lasts but ,t day, respect /i-ill descend as a "erita!lt! tv your children. 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

lOCK BRADSHAW. 

WE left Gaspereaux early in the morning, intending to breakfast 
at Kentville. The air was cool and bracing, and the sun, which had 
just risen, shed a lustre over the scenery of this beautiful and fertilo 
valley, which gave it a fresh and glowing appearance. A splendid 
country this, squire, said the Clockmaker; that's a fact; the Lord 
never made the beat of it. I wouldn't ax no better location in the 
Carmin line than any of these allotments; grand grazin grounds and 
superfine tillage lands. A man that know'd what he was about 
might live like a fightin cock here, and no great scratchin for it 
neither. Do you see that are house on that risin hummock to the 
right there? Well, gist look at it, that's what I call about right. 
Flanked on bolh sides by an orchard of best-grafted fruit, a tidy 
little clever flower-garden in froli!, that the galls see to, and a'most 
a grand sarce garden over the road there sheltered by them are wil
lows. At the back side see them ever-Iastin big barn~; and, by 
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gosh! there goes the dairy cows; a pretty sight too, that fourtee!! 
of them marchin lndgian file after milkin' , down to that arc medder. 
Whenever you sec a place all souged up and lookin like that are, 
depend on it the folks are honeysuckle, and rose-bushes shew the 
family are brought up right; somethin to do to home, instead of 
racin about to. quiltin parties, huskin frolicks, gossipin, talkin 
scandal, and neglectiA their business. Them little matters are like 
throwin up straws, they shew which way the wind is. When 
galls attend to them are things, it shows they are what our minist-er 
used to call, 'right-minded.' It keeps them busy, and when 
folks are busy, they ha'n't time to get into mischief; and it amuses 
them too, and it keeps the dear little critters healthy and cheerful. 
I believe I'll alight and breakfast there, if you've no objection. 
I should like y.ou to see that citizen's improvements, and he's a plaguy 
nice man too, and will be proud to see you, you may depend. 

'Ve accordingly drove up to the door, where we were met by 
Squire James Horton, a respectable, intelligent, cheerful-looking 
man, apparently of'about fifty years of age. lIe receircd me with 
a.JI the ease and warmth of a man to whom hospitality was habitual 
and agreeable,-thanked Mr. Slick for bringing me to see him, and 
observed that he was a plain farmer, and lived without any preten
tions to be other Wan he was, and that he always felt pleased and 
gratified to see any stranger who would do him the favor to call 
upon him, and would accommodate himself to the plain fare of a 
plain countryman. He said, he lived· out of the world, and the con
versations of strangers was often instructive, and always acceptable 
to him. He then conducted us ,into the house, and introduced us 
to his wife and daughters, two very handsome and extremely inte
resting girls, who had just returned from superintending the ope
rations of the dairy. I was particularly struck with the extreme 
Deatness and propriety of their attire, plain and suitable to their 
morning occupations, but scrupulously nice in its appearance. 

As the clock struck seven (a wooden clock, to which Mr. Slick 
looked with evident satisfaction as a proof of his previous acquain
tance), the family were summoned, and Mr. Horton addressed a 
short but very appropriate prayer to the Throne of Grace, rendering 
the tribute of a grateful heart for the numerous blessings with which 
he was surrounded, and supplicating a continuance of divine favour. 
There was something touching in the simplicity and fervour of his 
devotion, while there was a total absence of that familiar tone of 
address so common in America, which, often bordering on profanity. 
shocks and disgusts those who have been accustomed to the more 
decorous and respectful language of our beautiful liturgy. 

Breakfast was soon announced, and we sat down to an eXl!ellent 
and substantial repast, everything abundant and g(j~d of its kind; 
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and the whole prepareu with a neatness that bespoke a well-regu
lated and orderly family. We were then conducted round the farm, 
and admired the method, regularity, and good order of the establish
ment. I guess this might compare with any of your English 
farms, said the Clockmaker ; it looks pretty considerable slick lhis
don't it? We have great advantages in this country, said Mr. Hor. 
ton; our soil is naturally good, and we have such an abundance of 
salt sludge on the banks of the rivers, that we are enabled to put 
our uplands in the highest state of cultivation. Industry and eco
nomy can accomplish anything here. We have not only good mar
kets, but we enjoy an almost total exemption from taxation. 'Vehave 
a mild and paternal government, our laws are well and impartially 
administered, and we enjoy as much personal freedom as is consistent 
with the peace and good order of society. God grant it may long con
tinue so! and that we may render ourselves worthy of these blessings, 
by yielding the homage of grateful hearts to the Great Author and Giver 
of all good things. A bell ringing at the house at this time, reminded 
us that we were probably interfering with some of his arrangements, 
and we took leave of our kind host, and proceeded on our journey, 
strongly impressed with those feelings which a scene of domestic 
happiness and rural felicity like this never fails to inspire. 

We had not driven more than two or three miles before Mr. Slick 
suddenly checked his horse, and pointing to a farm on the right-hand 
side of the road, said, Now there is a contrast for you, with a ven
geance. That crittcr, said he, ,,·hen he built that wrack of a house 
(they call 'em a half-house here), intended to add as much more to 
it some of these days, and accordingly put his chimbley out-side, 
to sarve the new part as well as the old. He has been too lazy, you 
see, to remove the bankin put there, the first fall, to keep the frost 
out 0' the cellar, and it has rotted the sills off, and the house has 
fell away from the chimbley, and he has had to prop it up with 
that great stick of timber, to keep it from coming down on its knees 
altogether. All the winders are boarded up but one, and that has 
all the glass broke out. Look at the barn I-the roof has fell in in 
the middle, and the two gables stand starin each other in the face, 
and as if they would like to come closer together if they could, and 
consult what was best to be done. Them old geese and velren fowls, 
that are so poor the foxes won't steal 'em for fear 0' hurtin their 
eeth,-that little yaller, lantern'jaw'd, long-Iegg'd, rabbit-cared runt 
of a pig, that's so weak it can't curl its tail up,-thal old frame of a 
crow, astandin there with its eyes shot-to, acontemplatin of its lat
ter eend,-and that varmint-Ioukin horse with his hocks swelled 
bigger than his belly, that looks as if he had come to her funeral,
is all his stock, I guess. The goney has showed his sense in one 
thing, however, he has burnt all his fence up; for there is no dange),' 
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of other folks' cattle breakin into his field to starve, and gives his 
Old Mooleya chance 0' nights if she find an open gate, or a pair of 
bars down, to get a treat of clover now and then. 0 dear, if you 
was to get up airly of a mornin, afore the dew was off the ground, 
and mow that are field with a razor, and rake it with a fine-tooth 
comb, you wouldn't get stuff enough to keep one grasshopper through 
the winter, if you was to be hanged for it. 'Spose we drive up to 
the door to light a cigar; if Nick Bradshaw is to home, I should like to 
have a little chat with him. It's worth knowin kow he can farm 
with so little labour; for anything that saves labour in this country, 
where help is so plaguy dear, is worth larnin, you may depend. 

Observing us pause and point towards his domain, Nicholas lifted 
off the door and laid it on its side, and, emerging from his den of dirt 
and smoke, stood awhile reconnoitring us. He was a tall, well-built, 
athletic-looking man, possessed of great personal strength and surpris
ing activity, but looked like a ~ood-natured, careless fellow, who 
loved talking and smoking better than work, and preferred the plea
sures of the tap-room to the labours of the field. He thinks we want 
his vote, said the Clockmaker. He's looking as big as all out-doors, 
gist now, and waitin for us to come to Itim. He wouldn't condescend 
to call the king his cousin gist at this present time. It's independant 
day with him, I calculate; happy-Iookin critter, too, ain't he, with 
that are little, short, black pipe in his mouth 'I The fact is, squire, 
the moment a man takes to a pipe he becomes a philosifer i-it's the 
poor man's friend; it calms the mind, soothes the temper, and makes 
a man patient onder trouble. It has made more good men, good 
husbands, kind masters, indulgent fathers, and honest fellers, than 
any other blessed thing in this universal world. The Indgians always 
buried a pipe and a skin of tobacco with their folks, in case smokin 
should be the fashion in the next world, that they mightn't go onpro
vided. Gist look at him: his hat has got no crown in it, and the 
rim hangs loose by the side, like the bale of a bucket. His trousers 
and jacket are all flyin in talters of different colour'd patches. lie has 
one old shoe on one foot, and an onlanned mocasin on t'other. He 
ain't had his beard cut since last sheep-shearin, and he looks as 
shaggy as a yearlin colt. And yet you see the crilter has a rakish 
look too. That are old hat is cocked on one side quite knowin, he 
has both hands in his trousers'-pockets, as if he had somethin worth 
feelin there, while one eye shot-to on account of the smoke, and the 
ather standin' out of the way of it as far as it can, makes him look, 
like a bit of a wag. A man that didn't smoke couldn't do that now, 
squire. You may talk about fortitude, and patience, and Christian 
resignation, and all that are sort of thing, till you're tired; I've seen 
it and heerd tell of it too, but I ne,er knew an instance yet where it 
dido'teome a little grain-heavy or sour out of the oven. Philosophy 
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is like mosl other gllests rve seell, it likes to visit them as keeps good 
tables, and though it has some poor acquaintances, it ain't more nor 
half pleased to be seen walkin lock and lock with 'em. But smokin 
-. -Here he comes, tho', I swan; he knows Old Clay, I reckon: he 
sees it ain't the candidate chap. 

This discovery dispelled the important airs of Nicholas, and taking 
the pipe out of his mouth, he retreated a pace or two, and took a 
running leap of ten or twelve feet across a stagnant pool of green 
water that graced his lawn, and served the double purpose of rearing 
goslins and breeding moschetoes, and by repeating these feats of agi
lity on lhe grass several times (as if to keep himself in practice), was 
lJy the side of the waggon in a few min utes. 

Mornin, Mr. Bradshaw, said the Clockmaker; how's all to home 
to-day? Reasonable well, I give you thanks :-won't you alight '! 
Thank you, I gist stopt to light a cigar .-1'11 briDg you a bit 0' fire, 
said Nick, ill the twinklin of an eye; and bounding ofT to the house 
with similar gigantic strides, he was out of sight in a moment. 
Happy, good-natured citizen that, you see, squire, said Mr. Slick, he 
hain't been fool enough to stifTen himself by hard work neither; for 
you see he is as supple as an eel. The critter can jump like a cata
mount, and run like a deer; he'd catch a fox a'most, that chap. 

Presently out bounded Nick in the same antelope style, waving over 
Ilis head a lighted brand of three or four feet long. Here it is, said 
he, but you must be quick, for this soft green wood won't hold fire in 
no time-it goes right out. It's like myoid house there, and that's 
so rotten it won't hold a nail now; after you drive one in you can 
pull it out with your finger. How are you oU for tobacco'l said Mr. 
Slick. Grand, said he, got half a I1g left yet. Get it for you in a 
min it, and the old ladies' pipe too, and without waiting for a reply, 
was curvetting again ofT 10 the house. That gony, said the Clock.., 
rna ker, is like a gun that goes ofT at half cock-there's no doin nothin 
with him. I didn't want his backey, I only wanted an excuse to 
give him some; but it's a strange thing that, squire, but it's as sure 
as rates, the poor are CL"'!'!! Il'hl'l'l' more liberal, more obligin, and 
11101'1' h081'itaM,', IIl'w!'din to their ii/eanS, than the rich are: they 
beat them all hollar,-its a facl, I assure you. 

When he returned, l\lr. Slick told him that he was S6 spry, he 
was out of hearing before he could stop him; that he didn't require 
<lny himseH, but was going to ofTer him a fig of first chop genuine 
stuffhe had. Thank you, said he, as he look it, and put it to hi's nose; 
-it has the right flavour that-rather weak for me, tho'. I'm 
thinking it'll gist suit the old lady. She smokes a good deal now forlhe 
cramp in her leg. She's troubled with the cramp sometimes, away 
~own some where about thecaH, and smokin, they say, is good for it. 

fle then took the tobacco very scientifically between the forefinger 
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and thumb of his left hand, and cut it into small shreds that fell into 
the palm. Then holding both knife and fiu between his teeth he 
~olle.d, untwisted: and pulverised the cut toba~co by rubbing and grlnd-
109 It between IllS two hands, and refilled and Ii o hted his pipe and . he, 
l)fOn~unclDg t e tobacco a prime article, looked the very picture of 
hapPlDess. How's crops in a general way this year 'I said Mr. Slick. 
'Yell, they are just about midlin, said he; the seasons han't boon 
yery good lately, and somehow the land don't bear as ~used to when 
I was a boy; but I'm in great hopes times are goin to be beUer now. 
They say things look brighter; Ifeel a good deal encouraged myself. 
They tell me the governor's agoin to appoint a new council; I guess, 
they'll do sun'thin for the country. Ah, said the Clockmaker, that 
indeed, that would be sun'thin Iike,-it would make times quite 
brisk ag'in-farmers could afford to live then. I t would raise markets 
considerable. So I see in the papers, said Nick: the fact 0' the 
matter is, the assembly men must do sun'thin for the country, or it 
will go to the dogs, that's sartain. They tell me too that the council 
doors are to be opened, so that we can hear the debates ;-that will 
he a great privilege, won't it'l Yery, said the Clockmaker, it will 
help the farmers amazin'ly that: I should count that a great matter; 
they must be worth hearin them counsellors. It's quite a treat to 
hear the members in the house, particularly when they talk about 
hankin, currency, constitution, hounties, and such tough knotty 
things ;-they go so deep into these matters, and know so much ahout 
'em, it's quite edifyin. I've larnt more new things, and more things 
I niver knew afore, in half an hour in the assembly, than ever I 
heerd afore in my life, and I expect t'other house will be quite as 
wise. Well, I'm glad to hear you say so, said Nicholas; I feel 
somehow quite encouraged myself: if we had a bounty of about a 
shilling a bushel for raisin potatoes, two and sixpence a bushel for 
wheat, and fifteen pence for oats, I think a body might have a chance 
to make out to scratch along to live here; and I'm told when the 
council doors are opened, we shall actually get them. I must say, 
Iji'l'l quite encouraged myself. But stop, said he, laying his hand 
on Mr. Slick, do vou see that are varmint alookin' arter the old lady's 
chickins over the~e by the barn? I had a crack at him yesterday, 
but he was too far off-wait a bit; and he scampered off to the house, 
brought out his gun, which had been previously loaded, and throwing 
himself on all fours, proceeded towards the barn as rapidly as a quad
ruped. Stop, stop, daddy, said a little half-naked imp of a boy, stop 
till I get my cock-shy. Well, bear a hand then, said he, or he'll be 
off: I won't wait a minit. 

The boy darted into the house, and returned in ~n in.stant ,;ith a 
short round hard wood club in his hand, and throwlDg himself ID the 
same posture, thrust his head under the skirts of his father's coat, 
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and crawled after him, between llis legs, the two appearing like one 
long monstrous reptile. The hawk, observing this unusual motion, 
rose higher in the air, as he slowly sailed round the building; but 
Nicholas, not liking to be balked of his shot, fired at a venture, and 
fortllnately broke his wing. Stop, daddy, said the boy, recovering 
his f"d, stop, daddy, it's my tnrn now; and following the bird, that 
fled with inconceivable rapidity, like an ostrich, half running, half 
flying, threw his cock-shy at him with unerring aim, and killed him. 
Ain't he a whopper, daddy I said he. See! and he stretched out his 
wings to their full extent-he's a sneezer, ain't he? I'll show him 
to mammy, I guess, and ofT he ran to the house to exhibit his prize. 
-Make a smart man that, said Nick, regarding his boy, as he car
ried ofT the bird, with looks of entire satisfaction; make a consider
able of a smart man that, if the assembly men would only give us a 
chance; but I./"I'l 'l"ite encouraged I/OII'. I think we shall have a 
good brood Gf chiel,ens this year, now that thievin' rascal has got his 
flint fixt; and if them three regiments come to Halifax that's talked 
of this winter, jloultry will fetch a'most a grand price, that's sartain. 
It appears to me there's a hawk, or a wild cat, or a fox, or_a lawyer, 
or a constable, or a somethin or another for everlastin'ly a botherin 
of a poor man; bllt I feel'lllitl' ('ncouraged 1/0/1'. 

I never seed that crilter )et, said the Clockmaker, that he didn't 
say he felt' quite encouraged;' he's always lookin for the Assembly 
to do great things for him, and ('Ypry ~l'ar feels' qnite encouraged' 
they will do sun'thin at the next session that will make his fortin. 
I u·olld,.r tf folks 11'i" 1'1'/'1' 1111'11 that politicks al'e tlte seed mentioned 
in , ... ·cril'tlll'· tlllltji'/! by the road-side, and thefon'ls came and picked 
them up. Tltey dOIl't benefit tlll:)<II'IiI/'I', but theyfeed them IIIUlgry 
"irtls,-thl' party leaders. 

The bane of this country, squire, and indeed of all America, is 
havin' too much land; they run over more ground than they can cul
tivate, and crop the land so severely that they run it out. A very 
large portion of land in America has been run out by repeated grain 
crops, and when you add that to land naturally too poor to bear grain, 
or too broken for cultivation, you will find this great country in a fair 
way to be ruined. 

The State of Varmont has nolhin like the exports it used to have, 
and a plaguy sight of the young folks come down to Boston to hire 
out as helps. The two Carolinas and Varginia are covered with places 
that have been given lip as ruined, and many other States. We 
hav'n't the surplus of wheat and grain we used to ha~e in the U-nited 
Slates, and it never will be so plenty again. That's the reason you 
hear of folks clearin land, makin a farm, and sellin ofT again and 
goin farther into the hush. They've exhausted it, and find it easie" 
to clear new lands than to restore the old. 
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A great deal ef Nova Scotia is run out, and if it warn't for the lime, 
marsh-mud, sea-weed, salt-sand, and what not, they've got here in 
such quantities, there'd be no cure for it. It takes good farmin to 
keep an upland location in order, I tell you, and make it sustain it
self. It takes more too to fetch a farm that's had lhe gizzard taken 
out of it, than it's worth. It actilly frightens me, when I think your 
agriculture in Britain is progressin, and the land better tilled every 
day, while thousands upon thousands of acres with us, are turned 
into barrens. No traveller as I've seed has noticed this, and our folks 
are not aware of it themselves to the extent of the evil. Squire, you 
and I won't live to see it; but if this awful robbin' of posterity goes 
on for another century as it has progressed for the last hundred years, 
we'll be a nation of paupers. Very little land in America, even of 
the best, will carry more than one crop of wheat arter it's c1ear'd 
afore it wants manure; and where it's c1ear'd so fast, where's the 
manure to come from,1-it puzzles me (and I won't turn my back on 
any man in the farmin linel-the Lord knows, for I don't; but if 
there's a thing that scares me, it's this. 

Hullo I hullo I-said a voice behind us, and when we turned to look 
from whence it came, we saw Nicholas running and leaping over the 
fences of his neighbours like a greyhound. Stop a minit, said he, I 
want to speak to you. I feel quitc encouraged since I seen you; 
there's one question I forgot to ask you, Mr. Slick, for I should like 
amazin'ly to have your opinion. Who do you go for? I go for the 
Squire, said he; I'm a agoin for to go round the sea-coast with him. 
I don't mean that at all, said he i-who do you go for in the election '! 
There's to be a poll a Monday to Kentville; and Aylesford and Gas
peraux are up; who do you go for? I don't go for either of'cm; I 
wouldn't give a chaw of tobakey for both on'e'm : what is it to 
me who goes 1 Well, I don't suppose it is, but it's a great 
matter to us; who would you advise me to \"ote for? Who is 
agoin for to do the most good for you? Aylesford. Who promises 
the most? Aylesford, Yote for t'other one then, for I never seed or 
heerd tell of a fellar yet, that was very ready with promises, that 
warn't quite as ready to break them when it suited his purpose; and 
if Aylesford comes abotherin of you, call out little Nick with his 
, cock-shy,' and let him take a shot at him. Any critter that finds 
out all the world are rogues, and tells of the great things he's agoin 
for to do, ginerallyoverlooks the biggest rogue of all, and that's him
self. Oh I Gasperaux for ever I he's the man for your money, and 
no mistake. Well, said Nicholas, I believe you're half right. Ayles
worth did promise a shillin a bushel pounty on potatoes tho', but I 
lielieve he lied after all. I'll take your advice,-Ifeel quite encouraged 
now. If you'd like a coal to light your cigar by, said he, I'll slep in 
flere and get you one. Thank you, said Mr. Slick; I have no occa-
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sion for one gist now. Well, I believe I'll drop in and light a pipe 
there myself then, anyhow. Good-bye-Ifeel quite encouraged nor/). 

Oh dear I said the Clockmaker, what a good-natered, good-for
nothin simple toad that is. I suppose when the sheriff takes the 
vote of such critters, he flatters himself he takes the sense of the 
county. What a difference atween him and Horton I The one is a 
lazy, idle critter, wanderin about talkin politics, or snaring rabbits, 
catchin eels, or shootin hawks, and neglectin his work, and a pretty 
kettle of fish he's made of it. The other, a careful; sleadygoin, 
industrious man, that leaves politics to them as like dabhlin in 
troubled waters, and attends steadily to his business, and he'sa credit 
to his country. 

Yes, too much land is the ruin of us all this side 0' the water. 
Afore 1 went to England I used to think that the onequal divisions 
of property there, and the system of landlord and tenant, was a curse 
to the country, and that there was more dignity and freedom to the 
intlividual, and more benefit to the nation, for every man to own the 
land he cultivated, as with us. But I've changed my mind; I see its 
the cause of the' high state of cultivation in England, and the pros
perity of its agriculture. If the great men had the land in their own 
han{\s there, every now and thrn an improvident one would skin the 
soil, and run it out; bein let to others he can't do it himself, and he 
takes plaguy good care by his lease his tenant shan't do it neither. 
Well then, there he is, with his capital to make great improve
ments, substantial repairs, and so on, and things are pushed up to 
perfection. 

In Nova Scotia there are hundreds and thousands that would be 
better off as tenants, if they would but only think so. When a chap 
spends all his money in buying lands, and mortgages them to pay 
the rest of the price, he ain't able to stock his farm, and work It 
properly; and he labours like a nigger all his life, and dies poor at 
last, while the land gets run out in his hands, and is no good for ever 
after. Now if he was to hire the farm, the money that he paid for 
the purchase would stock it complete, enable him to hire labor,-to 
wait for markets,-to buy up cattle cheap, and to sell them to ad
vantage. He'd make money hand over hand, while he'd throw the 
cost of all repairs and improvements on the owner. But you might talk 
till you were grey-headed, and you wouldn't persuade folks of that 
in this country. The glorious privilege of having a vote, to give to 
some goney of a member, carries the day. Well may they call it a 
dear privilege that, for it keeps them poor to their dyin day. No, 
esquire, your system ofladlord! and tenan t is the best for the farmer, 
and the best for the nation. There never ean be a high state of ge
neral cultivation without it. Agriculture wants the labour of the 
farmer and the money of the capitalist,-both must go hand in hand: 
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When it is left to the farmer alone, it must dwindle for want of 
means,-and Ihe country must dwindle too. A nation, even if it is as 
big as our great one, if it has no general system of landlord and tenant 
a~opted in it, must run out. We are ondergoin that process now. 
~ m most plaguy afeerd we shall run out; that's a fact. A country 
IS but a large estate at best ;-and if it is badly till'd and hard cropped 
it must, in the eend, present the melancholy spectacle of a grea; 
exhausted farm. That's quite encouragin' now, as Nick Bradshaw 
says,-ain't it? 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

TRAVELLING IN AMERICA. 

DID you ever drink any Thames water, squire? said the Clock
maker; because it is one· of the greatest nateral curiosities in the 
world. When I returned from Poland, in the hair spekelation, I 
sailed from London, and we had Thames water on board. Says 
I to the captain, says I, I guess you want to pyson us, don't you, 
with that are nasty, dirty, horrid stuff? how can you think 0' lakin 
such water as that? Why, says he, 1\Ir. Slick, it does make the 
best water in the warld-that's a fact; yes, and the best porter too; 
-it farments, works off the scum, clarifies itself, and beats all na
tur' ;-and yet look at all them are sewers, and drains, and dye 
stuffs, and factory-wash, and onmentionables that are poured into it; 
-it beats the bugs, don't it? Well, squire, our great country is like 
that are Thames water,-it does receive the outporins o~ the world, 
--homicides and regicides,-jail birds and galley-birds,-poorhouse 
chaps and workhouse chaps,-rebels, infidels, and forgers,-rogues 
of all sorts, sizes, and degrees,-but it farments, you see, and works 
clear; and what a'most a beautiful clear stream 0' democracy it does 
make,-don't it? Not hot enough for fog, nor cold enough for ice, nor 
limex enough to fur up the bylers, nor too hard to wash clean, nor raw 
enough to chop the skin,-but gist the thing; lhat's a facL I wish to 
gracious you'd come and see for yourself. I'd go with you and cost you 
nothin. I'd take a prospectus of a new work and get subscribers; 
take a pattern book of Ihe Lowell factories for orders; and spikilate a 
little by the way, so as to clear my shot wherever we went. 

You must see for yourself,-you can't lam nothin from books. 
I've read all the travels in America, and there ain't one that's 
worth a cenl. They don't understand us. They remind me of a 
lawyer examinin of a witness; he don't want either the truth, the 
whole truth, or nothin but the truth, but he wants to pick out of him 
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gist so much as will prove his case, d'ye see, and would like him to 
kcep dark about the rest; puts artful questions to him on purpose 
to get an answer to suit him; stops him when he talks too fast, leads 
him when lie goes too slow, praises his own witnesses sky high, and 
abuses thc other side for lyin, equivocatin, parjured villains. That's 
gist the case with English travellers; instead of lookin all round 
and seein into things first, and then comin to an opinion, they 
make up their minds afore they come, and then look for facts to 
support their "iews. First comes a great high tory, and a republic 
smells so had in his nostrils, he's got his nose curl'd up like a pug
nose dog all thro' his journey. He sees no established church, and 
swears there's no religion; and he sees no livery helps, and he says 
it's all vulgar; and if he sees a citizen spit, he jumps a one side as 
scared as if it were a rifle agoin ofT. Then comes a radical (and 
them English radicals are cantankerous-Iookin critters-that's a 
factl,-as sour as ~iDl'gar, and lookin as cross and as hungry as a 
bear gist starved out in the spring. and they say we have the slavery 
of opinion here; that our preachers want moral courage, and that 
our great cities are cursed with the aristocracy of v .. ealth. There is 
no pleasin either on ·em. Then come what minister used to call 
the Optimist~, a ~et of folks who talk you deef about the perfectibility 
of human natur' ; that men, like caterpillars, will all turn into beau
tiful critters with wings like hutterflies,-a sort of grub angels;
that our great nation is a paradise, and our folks gist agettin' out 0' 

the chrysolis state into somethin divine. 
I seldom or never talk to none 0' them, unless it be to bam 'em. 

They think they know everything, and all they got to do is, to up 
Hudson like a shot, into the lakes full split, ofT to Mississippi and 
down to New Orleens full chisel, back to New York and up Killock, 
and home in a liner, and write a book. They have a whole stock of 
notes. Spittin-gougin,-lynchin,-hurnin aliYe,-steam boats 
hlowed up,-snags,-slayery,-stealin,-Texas,-stale prisons,
men talk slow,-women talk loud,-both walk fast,-chat in steam
boats and stage coaches,-anecdotes,-and so on. Then out comes 
a book. If it's a tory writes it, then the tory papers say it's the 
best pictul" they have seen ;-lively, interestin, intelligent. If a 
radical, then radical papers says it's a very philosophical work (when
mer a feller gets over his head in it, and cruel unintelligible, he's 
deep in philosophy, that chap), statesmanlike view, able work, 
throws great light on the politics of the day. I wouldn't give a chaw 
of tobackcy for the books of all of' em tied up and put into a meal-bag 
together. 

Our folks sarve 'em as the Endgians used to sarve the gulls down 
to Squantum in old pilgrim times. The eunnin critters used to make 
a sort 0' fish flakes, and catch herrin and tom cods, and such sort 0' 



TRAVELLING IN Al\IERICA. 159 

fish, and put 'em on the flakes, and then crawl onder themselves and 
as soon as the gulls lighted to eat the fish, catch hold 0' thei; legs 
and pull 'em thro'. Arter that, whenever a feller was made a fool 
on.and took in, they used to say he was gulled. Well, if our folks 
don't gull them British travellers, its a pity. They do make proper 
fools on 'em; that's a fact. . 

Year afore last, I met an English gall atravelIin in a steam-boat. 
she had a French name that I can't recollect, tho' I got it on th~ 
tip 0' my tongue too; you know who I mean-she wrote books on 
economy,-not domestic economy, as galls ought, but on political 
economy, as galls oughtn't for they don't know nothin about it. She 
had a trumpet in her hand,-thinks I, who on airth is she agoin to 
hail, or is she agoin to try echoes on the riYer? I watched her for 
some time, and I found it was an ear trumpet. 

Well, we\l, says I, that's onlike most English travellers any way, 
for in a gineral way they wear magnifying glasses, and do enlarge 
things so, a body don't know 'em ag'in when he sees 'em. Now, 
this gall won't hear one half that's said, and will get that half 
wrong, and so it turned out. Says she to me, Beautiful country this, 
Mr. Slick; says she, I'm transported. Transported, said I, why, 
what onder the sun did you do to home to get transported ?-but she 
larfed right out like any thing; delighted. I mean, said she, it's so 
beautiful. It is splendid, said I, no doubt; tbere ain't the beat of it 
to b, found anywhere. Oh! said she, what views, what scenery, 
what w~ods, what a river I how I should like to soar away up with 
that are eagle into the blue sky, and see a\l its beauties spread 
out afore me like a map! How grand-every thing is on a grand 
scale I Have you seen the Kentuckians? ~aid I. Not yet, said she. 
Stop then, said I, till you see them. They are on a scale that will 
please you, I guess;' whopping big fellows them, I tell you; half 
horse, half alligator, with a touch of the airthquake. I wasn't atalkin 
of the men, said she, 'tis the beauties of natur' I was admirin. 
Well, said I, once on a time I lIsed to admire the beauties of natur 
too, but I got cured of that. Sit down on this bench, said she, and 
tell me how it was ;-these kind 0' anecdotes serve to illustrate the 
'moral of feelin.' Thinks I, this is philosophy now, 'moral of 
feelin I' Well, if the moschetoes don't illustrate your moral of feelin 
for you, some of these nights, I'm mistaken. Very immoral fellows 
those 'skeeters. 

Well, said I, my first tower in the clock trade was up Canada way, 
and I was the first ever went up Huron with clocks. When I 
reached our fort, at Gratiot, 'who did I find there as commander of 
the party, but the son of an old American hero, a sargeant at Bun
ker's Hill. Well, bein the son of an old veteran hero myself, it 
made quite a fellowship atween us, like. He bought a clock 0' m~ 
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and invited me to stay with him till a vessel arrived for Michigan. 
'Veil, in the afternoon, we went for to take tea with a gentleman 
that had settled ncar the fort, and things were sot out in an arbor, sur
rounded with honeysuckle, and Isabella grape, and what not; th2re 
was a view of the fort from it, and that elegant lake and endless 
forest; it was lovely-that's a fact; and the birds flocked round the 
place, lighted on it, and sung so sweet,-I thought it was the most 
romantic thing I ever seed since I was a created sinner. So said I 
to his wife (a German lady from one of the emigrant ships), I prefer, 
said J, your band of birds to the Bowery band of New York, by a 
long chalk; it's natur's music, it's most delightful, it's splendid! 
Furder olf, said she, I like 'em more beUer hash nearer; for the 
nasty, dirty tivils they dirt in the tay and de shuker; look there, 
said she, that's de tird cup now spille. Lord, it make me sick! I 
newr had any romance in me arter that. 

Here the English gall turned round and looked at me for a space 
quite hard. Said she, YOIl are a humorolls people, Mr. Slick; you 
resemble the Irish very mueh,-you remind me greatly of that lively, 
li~ht-hearted, agreeable people. Thank you, said I, marm, for that 
compliment; we are ginerally thought to resemble each other very 
much, both in looks and dress; there's often great mistakes made 
when they first land from the likeness. 

Arter a considerable of a pause, she said, This must be a religious 
country, said she, ain't it 'I for religion is the' highest fact in Iian's 
right, and the root of all democracy.' If religion is the roo~ of de
mocracy, said I, it bears some strange fruit sometimes, as the man 
said of the pine tree the five gamblers were lynched up to at Vixburg. 
I'm glad to see, said she, you have no establishment-it's an incubus 
-a dead weight-a nightmare. I ain't able, said I; I cant afford it 
no how; and besides, said I, I can't get no one to have me. Them 
that I would have won't have me, and them that would have me, 
the devil wouldn't have, so I don't see as I'm like to be troubled 
with a nightmare for one while. I doni mean that, said she, laugh
in; I mean an Established Church. Oh! an Established Church, 
said I; now I understand; but when I hear ladies talk of establish
ments, I always think they have matrimony in their heads. The 
truth is, squire, I don't like to hear English people come out here, 
and abuse their church; they've got a church and throve under it, 
and a national character under it, for honor and upright dealin, 
such as no other people in Europe have: indeed, I could tell you of 
some folks who have to call their goods English to get them off in a 
foreign land at all. Tile name sells 'em. You may boast of this tree 
or that tree, and call 'em this dictionary name, and that new-fangled 
name, but give me the tree that bears tile best fruit, I say. 

A church must be paid l and the mode don't much signify; at any 
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rate, it ain't for them to abuse it, tho' other folks may choose to copy 
it, or let it alone, as it convenes them. Your people, said she, are 
in advance of the clergy; your ministers are half men, half women, 
with a touch of the noodle. You'd be better without 'em; their pa
rochial visits do more harm than good. In that last remark, said 
I, I concur; for if them's a gall in their vicinity, with a good fortin, 
they'll snap her up at once; a feller has no chance with 'em. One 
'on them did brother Eldad out of one hundred thousand dollars that 
way. I don't speak 0' that, said she, rather short like; hut Lhey 
hav'n't moral courage. They are not bold shepherds, hul timid 
sheep; they don't preach abolition, they don't meddle with public 
rights. As to that, said I, they don't think it right to hasten on the 
crisis, to preach up a servile war, to encourage the Macks to cut 
their masters' throats; they think it a dangerous subject any way; 
and besides, said I, they have scruples 0' conscience if Ihey ought 
to stir in it at all. These matters are state rights, or state wrongs, 
if you please, and our Northern States have no more right to inter
fere in 'em than they have to interfere in the affairs of any other in
dependent soverign state in Europe. So I don't blame ministers 
much for that, arter all,-so come now. In England, says I, you 
maintain that they ought not to meddle with public rights, and call 
'em political priests, and all that sort 0' thing, and here you abuse 
'em for not meddlin with 'em; call 'em cowards, dumb dogs, sian'" 
to public opinion, and what not. There's no pleasin some folks. 

As to religion, says I, bein the 'root of democracy,' it's the rool 
of monarchy too, and all governments, or ought to he; and there 
ain't that wide difference arter all atween the two countries some 
folks think on. Government here, both in theory and practice, re
sides with the people; and religion is under the care of the rael go
,'ernment. With you, government is in the executive, and religion 
is in the hands oC the government there. Church and state are to a 
sartain extent connected there Core in hoth. The difTerence with us 
is, we don't prefer one and establish it, and don't render its support 
compulsory. Better, perhaps, if we did, for it burns prelty ncar out 
sometimes here, and has to be brought to by revivals and camp-meet
ins, and all sorts oC excitements; and when it does come to, it don't 
give a steady clear light for some time, but spits and sputters and 
cracks like a candle that's got a drop 0' water on the wick. It don't 
seem kinder rational, neither, that streamin and screetchin, and 
hoopin and hollerin. like possest, and tumblin into faintins, 'and 
fits, and swoons, and what not, 

I don't like preachin to tlUi narves instead of tlUljudgment-I re
ollect a lady once, tho', convarted by preachin to her narves, that 
was an altered woman all the rest 0' her days. How was that? said 
she: these stories illustrate the • science of religion.' I like to hear 

11 
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11U?fi1. There was a lady, said I (and I thcmght I'd give her a story 
for her book), that tried to rule her husband a little tighter than was 
agreeable,-meddlin with things she didn't onderstand, and dictat
in in matters of politics and religion, and every thing a'most. So 
one day her husband had got up considerably airly in the mornin, 
and went out and got a tailor, and brought him into his wife's bed
room afore she was out 0' bp,d :-' Measure that woman,' said he, 
, for a pair of breeches; she's detarmined to wear 'em, and I'm re
solved folks shall know it,' and he shook the cow-skin over the tai
lor's head to show him he intended to be obeyed. It cured her,
she begged and prayed, and cried, and promised obedience to her 
husband. He spared her, but it effectuated a cure. Now that's 
what I call J)J't'I/('hill 10 Iht' 1/1/1'1'1'8: Lord, hoI\' she would have 
kicked and squecletl if the tailor had a---. A very good story, 
said she, abowin and amovin a little, so as not to hear about the 
mcasurin,-a ,cry good story indeed. 

If you was to revarse that maxim 0' yourn, said I, and say demo
cracy is too often found at the root of religion, you'tI be nearer the 
mark, I reckon. I knew a case once exactly in point. Do tell it to 
me, saitl she; it "ill illustrate' the spirit of religion.' Yes, said I, 
anti illustrate your book too, if you arc awritin one, as most English 
travellers do. Our congregation, said I, at SlichiJIe, contained 
most of the wealthy anti respectable folk there, and a most powerful 
and unitetl botly it was. Wpll, there came a split once on the elec
tion of an Elder, and a botly of the upper-crust folks separated anti 
went 011' rn a huff. Lik ... most folks that separate in temper, they 
laid it all to conscit'nce; found out all at once they had been adrift 
afore all their lives, and joined another church as different from ourn 
in creed as chalk is from cheese; and to shew their humility, hooked 
011 to the poorest congregation in the place. 'Veil, the minister 
was tluite lifted up in the stirrups when he saw these folks gine him; 
and to shew his zeal for them the next Sunday, he looked up at the gal
lery to the ni;.:gt'l's, and, said he, Illy hrethe\"n, I beg you won't spit down 
any mon' on the aisle scats, for there be gentlemen there now. Gillt 
turn your heads, Illy sable friends, and let go over your shoulders. 
MalllH'r', my brothers, manners before backey. 'Veil, the niggers 
se"l'lled; thry said it was an infringement on their rights, on their 
privilege of spittin, as freemen, \fhere they liked, how they liked, 
alltl when they liked, and they quit in a body. 'Democracy,' said 
they, 'is the root of religion.' 

Is that a fact? said she. No mistake, said I; I seed it myself; 
I know '('111 all. Well, it's a curious fact, said she, and very iIIus
tratiH'. It illustrates the universality of spittin, and the universa
lity of tjplllncracy. It's characteristiC'. I have no fear of a people 
where the right I)f~spittin is held sacreu from the interminable .3S-
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-gaults of priestcraft. She laid down her trumpet, and took out her 
pocket-book, and began to write it down. She swallar'd it all. I 
have seen her book since, it's gist what I expected from her. The 
chapter on religion strikes at the root of all religion; and the effect 
of such doctrines are exhibited in the gross slander she has written 
ag'in her own sex in the States, from whom she received nothin but 
kindness and hospitality. I don't eall that pretty at all; it's enough 
to drive hospitality out of the land. 

I know what you allude to, said I, and fully concur with you in 
opinion,' that it is a gross abominable slander, adopted on insul)1cient 
authority, and the more abominable from coming from a woman. 
Our church may be aristocratic; but if it is, it teaches good manners, 
and a regard for the decencies of life. Had she listened more to the 
regular clergy, and less to the modern illuminati, she might have 

.learned a little of that charity which induces us to Mlink well of 
others, and to speak ill of none. It certainly was a great outrage, 
and I am sorry that outrage was perpetrated by an English woman. 
I am proper glad you agree with me, squire, said he; but come and 
see for yourself, and I will explain matters to you; for without some 
one to let you into things )'ou won't understand us. I'll take great 
pleasure in bein your guide, for I must say I like; your conversation. 
-How singular this is! to the natural reserve of my country, I add 
an uncommon taciturnity; but this peculiar adaptation to listening 
has everywhere established for me that rare, but most desirable repu
tation, of being a good companion. It is evident, therefore, that 
listeners are everywhere more scarce than talkers, and are valued ac
I'ordingly. Indeed, without them, what would become of the talkers? 

Yes, I like your conversation, said the clockmaker (who, the 
reader must have observed, has had all the talk to himself). 'Ve 
~re like the Chinese; they haye two languages, the written language 
and the spoken language. Strangers only get as far as the spoken 
one; but all secret affairs of religion and govel'Oment are sealed up 
in the written one; they can't make nothin of it. That's gist the 
case with us; we ha\ e two languages, one for strangers, and one for 
ourselves. A stranger must know this, or he's all adrift. 'Ye've 
got our,own difficulties, our own doubts, our own troubles, as well as 
other folks,-it would be strange if we hadn't; but we don't choose 
to blart 'em all out to the world. 

Look at our President's Message last year; he said, we was the most 
Jlrosperous nation on the face of the airth, peace and plenty spread
in over the land, and more wealth than we know'd how to spend. 
At that very time we was on the point of national bankruptcy. He 
said, the great fire at New York didn't cause one failure; good reason 
why, the goods were all owned at London and Lyons, and the fail
ures took place there, and not here. Our President said on that oc-
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easion, our maxim is, 'do no wrong, and suffer no insult.' Weill 
at that very time our gineral was marchin into the Mexican territory, 
and our people off South, boarded Texas, and took il,-and our folks 
down North-east were ready to do the same neighbourly act to Ca
nada, only waitin for Papineau to say, 'All ready.' He boasted 
we had no national deb I, but a large surplus revenue in the public 
chist, and yet, add up the public debt of each separate state, and see 
what a whappin large one that makes. We don't intertain stran
gers, as the English do, with the troubles of our household and the 
bolher our sarvants give us; we think itain't hospitable, nor polished, 
nor even good manners; we keep that for ,the written language 
among ourselves. If you don't believe my word, go and ask the 
Britisher that was at Mr. Madison's court when the last war broke 
out-he was the only man to Washington that know'd nothing about 
it-he didn't understand the language. I guess you may go and 
pack up your duds and go home, said Mr. Madison to him one day, 
when he called there to the levee. Go home I said he, and he wrinkled 
up his forehead, and drew up his eyelids, as much as to say, I esti
mate you are mad, ain't you 'I Go home I said he. 'Vilat for'l Why, 
said he, I reckon we are at war. At war I said the Englishman; 
why, you don't say 80'1 there can't be a word of truth in the report: 
my dispatches say nothin of it. Perhaps not, said the President, 
quite cool (only a slight twitch of his mouth showed how he would 
like to haw, haw, right out, only it warn't decenl), perhaps not, but 
I presume I declared war yesterday, when you was engaged a playin 
of a game at chess with Mrs. Madison. Folks said they raelly pitied 
bim, he looked so taken aback, so streaked, so completely dumb
founded. No, when I say you can't make us out, you always laugh; 
butH's true you can't without an interpreter. rre speakthe English 
language and the American language .. you must larll the American 
language, if you want to understand the American people. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

ELECTIVE coniCILS. 

Wuu would be the effect, Mr. Slick, said I, of elective councils in 
this country. if government would consent to make the ellperiment'l 
Why, that's a thing, said he, you can't do in your form 0' govern
ment, tryin an experiment, tho' we can; you can't give the word of 
command, if it turns out a bunglin piece of business, that they use 
in militia trainin,-' as you were.' It's different wilh us-we can, 
-our government is a democracy,-all power is in the people at 
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large; we can go on, and change from one thing to another, and try 
any experiment we choose, as often as we like, for all changes have 
the like result, of leavin the pomer in the same place and the same 
hands. But you must know beforehand how it will work in your 
mixed government, and shouldn't make no change you ain't sure 
about. What good would an elective council be? It is thought 
it would give the upper branches, said I, more community of feel
ing, more sympathy, and more weight with the country at large; 
that being elected by the people, the people would have more 
confidence in them, and that more efficient and more suitable men 
would be chosen by the freeholders than by the crown. You would 
gist get the identical same sort 0' critters, said he, in the eend, as 
the members of Assembly, if they were elected, and no better; they 
would be selected by the same judges of horseflesh as t'other; and 
chose out 0' the same flock. It would be the same breed 0' cattle at 
last. But, said I, you forget that it is proposed to raise the qualifi
cations of the voters from forty shillings to forty pounds per year; 
whereby you would have a beUer class of electors, and insure a better 
selection. Gist you try it, said he, and there never would be an eend 
to the popular motions in the House of Assembly to extend the suf
frages-for every thing that gives pO'11ler to numbers mill carry 
numbers, and be popular, and every feller who lived on excitement, 
would be for everlastinlya agitatin of it, Candidate, Slangwhanger, 
and Member. You'd have no peace, you'd be for ever on the move 
as our citizens are to New York, and they move into a new house every 
first 0' May-day. If there be any good in that are Council at all, it 
is in their bein placed above popular excitement, and subject to no in
fluence but that of reason, and the fitness of things: chaps that have a 
considerable stake in the country, and don't buy their seats by pledges 
and promises, pledges that half the time ruin the country if they are 
kept, and always ruin the man that breaks 'em. It's better as it is, 
in the hands of the government. It's a safety valve now, to let olTthe 
fume, and steam, and vapour, generated by the heat of the lower 
House. If you make that branch electiL'c you Pllt.'lOI'CrllJIll'l1t right 
into the gap, and all difference of opinion, instead of beil1 between 
the trvo branches as it is now (that is, in fact, between the people 
themselves), mould then occur in all cascs betll'ecll the people and 
the 'governor. Afore long that would either seal up the voice of 
the executive, so that they darn't call their souls their own, or make 
'em on popular, 'and whenever the executive once fairly gets into that 
are pickle, there's an eend of the colony, and a declaration of inde
pendence would soon foller. Papinor knows that, and that'.lhe rea
son he's so hot for it,-he knows what it would lead to in the eend. 
That critter may want ginger, for ought I know; bnt he don't want 
for gumption you may depend. Electi!'!' councils arc inconsistent 
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n'ith ("ulol/ial "!'}JI°ndance. It's takin away the crane that holds up 
the pot from the fire, to keep it from bojJin over, and c1appin it right 
on the hot coals: what a gallopin boil it would soon come into, 
wouldn't it? hi all mixed governments like yourn, the true rule is 
never to interfere with popl'ar rights established. Amend what is 
wrong, concede what is right, and do what is just always; but pe
sarDe the balance of the constitution for your life. One pound weight 
only taken off the executive, and put on l' other eend, is like a shift 
of the weight on a well-balanced plank till it won't play true no 
more, but keeps aslidin and aslidin down by leetle and leetIe to the 
hevies! eend, till it all stays down to one side, and won't work no 
longer. It's a system of checks now, but when all the checks run 
together, and make only one weight, they'll do as our senate did once 
(for that ain't no check no morel-it actilly passed that cussed em
bargo law of Jefferson's that ruined our trade, rotted our shippin', 
and bankrupted the whole nation, arter it come up from the House 
of Representatives thro' all its three read ins in four hours; I hope I 
may be skinned if it didn't. It did, I snore. That's the beauty of 
havin two bodies to look at things thro' only one spyglass, and blow 
bubbles thro' one pipe. There's no appeal, no redress, in that case, 
and what's more, when one party gives riders to both horses, they 
ride over you like wink, and tread you right under foot, as arbitrary 
as old Scratch himself. There's no tyranny on airth equal to the 
'Y/'{I1I11.1J of II J//ajority .. you can't form no notion of it unless you seed 
it. Just see how they sarved them chaps to Baltimore last war, Ge
neral Lingan and thirty other fellers that had the impudence to say 
they didnt approve of the doin's of the administration; they gist 
lynched 'em and stoned 'em to death like dogs. 

'Ve find among us tlu' greatest delllucrats are the greatest tyranto'. 
No, squire; repair, amend, enlarge, ventilate, modernize a little too, 
if you like, your structure; put new roof, new porch, winders, and 
doors, fresh paint and shingle it, make it more attractive and plea
santer to inhabit, and of course it will be more valuable ;-but do 
you leave the foundation alone-don't you meddle with the frame, 
the braces, and girts for your life, or it will spread, bilge out, leak 
like the divil, and come to pieces some 0' these stormy nights about 
your ears as sure as you are born. .Ilake no organic changes. 
There are quacks in politics, squire, as well as in med'cine,-critters 
who have unevarsal pills to cure all sorts o'ldiseases; and many's the 
constitution, human and politic, they've fixt atween t.hem. There's 
no knowin the gripes and pains and cholicks they've caused; and 
the worst of it is, the poor devils that get in their hands, when they 
are on the broad of their backs, can't help themselves, but turn up 
the \\hilf'S of their eyes, and say, Oh dear! I'm very bad: how will 
it g'fl? Go, says thfly; why, like a house afire-full ;split,-goin 
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on grandly,-could'nt do no better,-gist what was expected. Yolt'lf 
have a nero constitution, strong as a lion: oh! goin on grandly. 
Well, I don't know, says the misfortunate critter; but I feels. a 
plaguy sight more like goin off than goin on, I tell you. Then comes 
apickin 0' the bed-clothes, a clammy sweat, cold feet, the hiccup, 
rattles, and death. Sarve him right, says quack; the cussed fool 
has had doctors too long about him in former days, and they sapped 

'his constitution, and fixt his flint for him: why didn't he call me in 
sooner? The consaited ass thought he knowed everything, and 
didn't foller out all Illy prescriptions ;-one comfort, though-his 
estate shall pay for it, I vow. Yes, squire, and that is the pity, win 
or lose, live or die, the estate does pay for it-that's a fact; and 
,~hat's worser, too, many on 'em care more about dividin the spoil 
than effectin the cure, by a long chalk. 

There's always some jugglery or quackery agoin on cH'ry
where a'most. It puts me in mind of the Wilmot sprinp:s.-Olll' 
of the greatest flams I ever heerd tell of in this province, was 
brought out hereabouts in Wilmot, and succeeded for a spaec 
beyond all calculation. Our sea sarpant was no touch to it,-and 
that was a grand steam-boat spekilation too, for a nation sight 
of folks went from: Boston down to Providence and back ag'in, on 
purpose to see the sarpant in the boat that first spoke it out to sea· 
But then they were all pleasllrin parties, young folks takin a trip by 
water, instead of a quiltin' frolic to shore. It gave the galls some
thing to talk about and to do, to strain their little eyes through Ihe 
captain's great big spy-glass to see their nateral enemy, the sarpant; 
and you may depend they had all the cur'osity of old Marm Eve 
too. It was all young hearts and young eyes, and pretty ones they 
were, I tell you. But this here Wilmot wonder was a sort of funera I 
affair, an old and ugly assortment, a kind of Irish wake, part dead 
and part alive, where one half groaned with sorrow and pain, and 
t'other half groaned to keep 'em company,-a rael, right down, ge
nuine hysteric frolic, near about as much cryin as laughin-it beat 
all natur. I believe they actilly did good in sartain cases, in proper 
doses with proper diet; and at some future day, in more knowin 
hands, they will come into vogue ag'in, and make a good spekilatioo 
but I have always obsarved when an article is once run down, and 
folks find out that it has got more puffin than it desarves, they don't 
give it no credit at all, Md it is a long time afore it. comes round 
ag'in. The Wilmot springs are situated on the right there, away 
up onder tha. mountain a-head on us. They sartainly did make a 
wonderful great noise three 'years ago. If the pool of Saloom had 
been there, it couldn't a' had a greater crowd 0' clowns about it. 
The lame and maimed, the consumptive and dropsical, the cancer
ous and leprous, the old drunkard and the young rake, the barren 
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wife and sick maid, the larfin catholic and sour sectary, high and 
low, rich and poor, black and white, fools of all 'ages, sizes, and de
grees, were assembled there adrinkin, bathin, and awashin in the 
waters, and carryin off the mud for poultices and plaisters. It killed 
som(', ami cured some, and fool'd a nation sight of Colks. Down at 
the mouth of the spring, where it discharges into a stream, there is 
a soft bottom, and there you'd see a feller standin with one leg stuck 
in the mud; another Iyin on a plank, with an arm shoved into the 
ooze up to the shoulder; a third asittin down, with a mask 0' mould 
like a gypsum cast on his head; others with naked feet spotted all 
over with the clay to cure corns; and these grouped ag'in here with 
an unfortinafe feller with a stilT arm, who could only thrust in his 
elbow; and there with another sittin on a chair adanglin his feet in 
the mire to cure the rlwumatis; while a third, sunk up to his ribs, 
had a man apolJrin water on his head for an eruption, as a gard'ner 
wafers a transplanf('(1 cabbage-plant, all declarin they felt better, 
and wonderin it haLl'nt been found out afore. It was horrid, I tell 
you, to see folks makin such fools of themselves. 

If that are sprin~ had belonged to an American citizen, that had 
made such an ev('rlastin !ouss about it, folks would have said they 
('alkcla!ed it was a Yankee trick; as it was, they set each other on, 
and every ('fitter that came home .from it sent a dozen neighbours 
oIT,-so none on 'em could larf at each other. The road was actilly 
covered with people. I saw one old goney, seventy years of age, 
stuck in a gig atween two mattrasses, like a carcase of mutton atween 
two bales of wool in a countryman's cart. The old fool was agoin 
to be made youn,!!, and to be married when he returned to home. 
}<'0Ik8 believed everything they heerd of it. They actilly swallered a 
story that a British officer that had a cork leg bathed there, and the 
flesh growed on it. so that no soul could tell the dilTerence atween it 
and the nateral onc. They believed the age of miracles had come; 
so a feller took a dead pig and throw'd it in, sayin who know'd as it 
cured the half dead, that it wouldn't go the whole hog. That joke 
fixt the Wilmot springs: it turned the larf against 'em; and it was 
lucky it did, for they were findin springs gist like 'em everywhere. 
Every pool the pigs had ryled was tastrd, and if it was too bad for the 
stomach, it was pronounced medicinal. The nearest doctor wrote 
an a(,COllnt of it for the newspapers, and said it had sulphur and salt
pet,rn in it, and that the mud ",he'n dried wonld make good powder, 
qllite good enough to blow gypsum and shoot us Yankees. At last 
they exploded spontaneous, the slJlphur, saltpetre, and burnt brans 
went olf themselves, and nothin has eyer been since heerd of the 
Wilmot springs. 

It's pretty much the case in politics; folks ha\'e always some bubble 
or another,-some elective council,-pl'ivate ballot,-short parlia-
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menls,-or some pill or another to cure all political evils in natur'; 
with quacks enough to cry em up, and interested quacks also, who 
make their ned out of 'em, afore people get tired of them and their 
pills too. There was a time when there was too many public officers 
in your council here, but they've died off, or moved off, and too many 
of 'em lived to Halifax, and too few of 'em in the country, and folks 
thought a new deal would give 'em more fair play. Well, they've 
got a new deal now, and new cards. So far so good. A change of 
men is no great maHer-natur' is a changin of 'em all the time if 
government don't. But the constitution is another thing. You 
can't take out the \'ilals and put in new ones, as YOli cau in a watch
case, with any great chance of success, as ever I heerd tell of. I've 
seen some most beautiful operations performed, too, by brother Eldad, 
where the patients lived thro' 'em,-and he got a plaguy sight of 
credit for 'em,-but they all died a few days afterwards. Whr. 
'Dad, says I, what in natur' is the good o· them are operations, and 
puttin the poor critters to all that pain and misery, and their es
tate to so much expense, if it don't do 'em no good ?-for it seems 
to me they all do go for it; that's sartain. 

Well, it was a dreadful pretty operation tho', Sam, warn't it? he'd 
say; but the critter was desperate sick and peeowerfully weak; I 
raely was e'en a'most afeerd I shouldn't carry him thro'it. But 
what's the use on it at last, ,,,hen it kills 'em? said I; for you see 
they do slip thro' your fingers in the eend. A feller, says he, Sam, 
that's considerable slippery all his life, may be a little slippery 
towards the eend on't, and there is no help for it, as I see i-but, 
Sam, said he, with a jupe 0' the head, and a wink quite knowin, you 
ain't up to snuff yet, I see. It don't kill' em if they don't die /tnder 
the knife,' if you call carry' ('/II thro' tlte operation, alld tltey die ne./·t 
day, they almays £lil' of sun'thin ('lse, and the doctor is a made man 

• for ever and a day arterwards too. Do YOll apprehend now, my boy'? 
Yes, says I, I apprehend there are tricks in other trades, as well as 
the clock trade; only some on 'em ain't quite so innocent, and there's 
some I wouldn't like to play, I know. No, said he, I suppose not; 
aOlI then, haw-hawin right out-how soft we are, Sam, ain't we? 
said he. 

Yes, presarve the principle of the mechanism of your constitu
tion, for it ain't a bad one, and presarve the balances, and the rest 
you can improve on without endangerin the whole engin. One thing 
too is sartain,-a parver imprudently git'l'n to the e.r('('/(Iiz'l', or to the 
people, is seldom or never got back. I ain't been to England since 
your Reform Bill passed, but sume folks do say it works complete, 
that it goes as easy as a loaded waggon down hill, full chisel. Now 
suppose that bill was found to be alterin of the balances, so that the 
constitution couldn't work many' years longer, without_acomin to a 
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dead »tand, could you repeal it? and say as' you were"!' Let a 
bird (luI,,' your hand and try to catch it agin, will you? • \'i) , squirc, 
said/h,' ('!o/'!.·lIIlIkl'l', youhal'c lall's III'I,!)ilalin of quack doctors, but 
IIO/ll' ill'l'!)ilatin (!f quack politicialls: nolV a qllack doctor is bad 
('/IOU!!", ilwl dill/ill'rolls ('I/ollf/h, [Iraciolts knows, but a quack politi
riml is a "n'i! oll//'I/!'cd,-llllli'S "jilcl, 

t'l L\PTEI\ XL. 

,1,.\ VEIl\', 

Tilt; road from Kenhil!e 10 \Vilmot passes over illl extensive alit! 
dreary sand plain equally fatiguing to man and horse, and after I Ii ... ", 
hours' hard dragginc: 011 this heavy road, we louk'd out anxiously 
for an inn to rest and refresh our gallant 'Clay.' 

There it is, said Mr, Slick; you'll know it by that high post, 011 

which Ih!'y have jihitted one of their governors ahorseback as a sign. 
The first nighl I stopt there, I 'ow I couldn't sleep a wink for the 
I'feakin of it, as it swung backwards and forwards in the wind. It 
sounded so nateral like, that I couldn't help thinkill it was a rael 
man hung in chains there. It put me in mind of the slave to Char
leston, that was strung up for pysonin his master and mistress, 
\Vhen we drove up to the door, a hlack man came outof the stable, 
and took the horse by the head in a I,istlessand reluctant manner, but 
his attention was shortly awakenl'd by the animal, whom he soon 
began to examine attentively, Him don't look like blue nose, said 
blacky,-sartin him stranger. Fine critter, dat, by gosh,-no mis
take. 

From the horse his eye wandered to us; when, slowly quitting 
his hold of the bridle, and strdching out his head, allli stepping an- • 
xiously and cautiGusly round to where the Clockmaker "as standing, 
he suddenly pulled off his hat, and throwing it up in the air, uttered 
one of the most piercing yells I think I ever heard, and throwing him
self upon the ground, seized Mr. Slick round the legs with his arms. 
Oh, Massa Sammy I Massa Sammy! Oil'; my Gor !-only think old 
Scippy see you once more? How you do, Massa Sammy'! Gor 
Ormighty bless you I How you do'? Why, who on airth are you? 
said the Clockmaker; what onder the sun do you mean by actin so 
like a l'avin distracted fool ~ Get up this min nit, and let me see who 
you be, or I'll give you a slockdologer in the car with my foot, as sure 
as you are born. Who be YOll, you nigger you'? Oh Massa Sam, 
you no recollect Old Scip,-Massa 'Siah's nigger boy? How's Massa 
Sy, and Missey Sy, and all our children, and all ourfolks to our house 
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to home? De dear little lily, de sweet little booty, de little missy 
baby. Oh, how I do lub 'em all! 

In this manner the creature ran on, incoherently askin,: questions, 
sobbing, and blaming himself for having left so good a master, and 
so comfortable a home. How is dat black ,illain, dat Cato? he con
tinued ;-Massa no hang him yet. He is sold, said !\Ir. Slick, and 
has gone to New Orleens, I guess. Oh, I grad, upon my soul, I 
wery grad; then he catch it, de dam black nigger-it sarve him 
right. I hope dey cowskin him well-I grad of dat,-oh Gor I dat 
is good. I think I see him, da ugly brute. I hope dey lay it into him 
well, damn him.' I guess you'd better on harness Old Clay, and 
not leave him standin all day in the sun, said Mr. Slick. 0 goody 
gracy, yes, said the overjoyed negro, dat I will, aOlI rub him down 
too till hjm all dryas bone,-debit a wet hair left. Oh, only think, 
Massa Sammy Slick,-Massa Sammy Slick,-Scip see you again! 

The Clockmaker accompanied him to the stable, and there grati
fied the curiosity of the affectionate creature by answering all his in
quiries after his master's family, and the state of the plantation and 
the slaves. It appears that he had been inveigled away by the mate 
of a Boston vessel that was loading at his master's estate; and not
withstanding all the sweets attending a state of liberty, was unhappy 
under the influence of a cold climate, hard labour, and the absence 
of all that real sympathy, which, notwithstanding the rod of the 
master, exists nowhere but where there is a community of interests. 
He entreated Mr. Slick to take him into his employment, and vowed 
eternal fidelity to him and his family if he would receive him as a 
servant, and procure his manumission from his master. 

This arrangement having been effected to the satisfaction of both 
parties, we proceeded on our journey, leaving the poor negro happy 
in the assurance that he would be sent to Slickville in the autumn. 
I feel provoked with that black rascal, said !\Ir. Slick, for beill such 
a born fool as to run away from so good a master as Josiah, for he is 
as kind-hearted a critter as ever lived,-that's a fact,-and a plaguy 
easy man to his niggers. I used to tell him, I guessed he was the 
only slave on his plantation, for he had to see arter every thin ; he 
had a dreadful sight more to do than they had. It was all work and 
no play with him. You forget, said I, that his labour was voluntary 
and for his own benefit, while that of the negro is c9mpulsory, and 
productive of no advantage to himself. What do you think of the 
abolition of slavery in the U niled States'/ said I : the interest of the 
subject appears to have increased very much of late. Well, 1 don't 
kn6w, said he,-what is your opinion? I ask, I replied, for inform
ation. It's a considerable of a snarl, that question, said he; I 
don't know as I ever onraveled it altogether, and I ain't gist quite 
sartain I can-it's not so easy as it looks. I recollect the English 
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gall I met atravellin in the steamboat, axed me that same question. 
'Yhat do you think of slavery, said she, sir'? Slavery marm, said I, 
is only lit for Il'lti/,' lovers (and I made the old lady a scrape of the 
I('~) ,-only fit said J, for (L'Iiill' lovers and black niggers. 'Yhat an 
idea, said she, for a free man in a land of freedom to utter! How 
that dreadful political evil demoralizes a people! how it deadens our 
fpelins how it hardens the heart! Have you no pity for the blacks? 
said she; for you treat the su!Jject with as much levity as if, to use 
one oC the elegant and fashionable phrases oC this .country, you 
thought it all 'ill III?! {'!I".' No, marm, said I, with a very grave 
face, I hal'r:'( no pity at all for 'ern, not the least mile nor morsel 
in the world. lIow dreadful, said she and she looked ready to ex
pire with sentiment. No feelin at all, said T, marm, for the blacks, 
!Jut a great deal of feelin for the Il'hill's, for instead of bein all in III!J 
{'!I", it's all in III!! nos,', to klH' tiH'm nasty, horrid, flagrant critters 
again thro' the housp like scent bottles with the stoppers out, apar
fnmin of it up, like skunks,-it's dreadful! Oh I said I, it's enough 
to kill the poor critters. Phcw I it makes me sick, it dol'S. No; I 
keeps my pity for the poor whitcs, for they have thc worst of it by a 
long chalk. 

Thc constant contemplation of this painful snbjcct, said she, de
stroys the vision, and its deformities are divested of their horrors by 
thcir occurring so often as to become familiar. That, I said, Miss, 
is a just observation, and a profonnd and a 'cute one too-it isactilly 
founded in natur.' I know a case in p'int, I said. 'Vhat is it,'? said 
she, for she seemed mighty fond of anecdotes (she wanted 'em for 
her book, I glll'S5, for travels without anecdotes is like a puddin 
without plums-all dough). Why, said I, marm, father had an 
English cow, a pet cow too, and a beautiful critter she was, a brindled 
short-horn; he gave the matter of eighty dollars for her ;-she was 
begot by--. Never mind her pedigree, said she. 'Yell, says I, 
when the great eclipse was (you've heerd tell how it frightens 
cattle, hav'n't you '?) brindle stared and stared at it so,--she 
lost her eyesight, and she was as blind as a bat ever afterwards. 
I hope I may be shot if she warn't. Now, I glless, \\"l' that see 
more of slavery than you do, are like brindle; we have stared at 
it so long we can't see it as other folks do. You are a droll man, said 
she, very droll; but seriously, oow, .Mr. Slick, do you 1I0t think these 
unfortunate fellow-critters, our sable brothers, if emancipated, edu
cated, and ~ivilized, arl' capa!Jle of as much refinement and as high a 
uegrce of polish as the whites ~ Well, said I, joking apart, miss,
there's 110 doubt on it. I've been considerable uown South atradin 
among the whites,-and a ktnd-hearted, hospitable, liberal race o' 
men they be, as ever I was among-generous, frank, manly folks. 
Well, I seed a good deal oC the-niggers too: it couldn't be otherwise. 
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I must say your conclusion is a just one,-I could give you several 
instances; but there is one in pitickelar that seUles the question; I 
seed it myself with my own eyes to Charleston, South Car. Now, 
said she, that's what 1 like to hear; give.me facts, said she, for I am 
no visionary, Mr. Slick; 1 don't build up a theory, and then go 
alookin for facts to support it; but gather facts candidly and im
partially, and then coolly and logically draw the inferences. Now 
tell me this instance which you think conclusive, for nothin interests 
us English so much as what don't consarn us; our 'Vest Indgy 
emancipation has worked so well, and improved our islands so much, 
we are enchanted with the very word emancipation; it has a charm 
for English ears, beyond anything you can conceive.-TheJ/l islands 
11,m hm·e spontaneous productioN afore IOrf!!. But the refinement 
and polish of these interestin critters the blacks,-your story if you 
please, sir. 

I have a younger brother, miss, said T, that lives down to Charles
ton i-he's a lawyer by trade-Squire Josiah Slick; he is a consider
able of a literary character. He's well known in the grcat world 
as the author of the Historical, Statistical, and Topographical account 
of Cuttyhunck, in five volumes; a work that has raised the reputation 
of American genius among foreign nalions amazin, 1 assure you. 
He's quite a self-taught author too. I'll giyc you a letter of introduc
tion to him. Me! said she, adrawin up her neck like a swan. You 
needn't look so scared, said I, marm, for he is a married man, and 
has one white wife and four white children, fourteen black concu
-I wanted to hear, sir, said she, quite snappishly, of the negroes, 
and "not of your brother and his domestic ar~angements. Well, 
marm, said I; one day there was a dinner-party to Josiah's, and he 
made the same remark you did, and instanced the rich black mar
chant of Philadelphia, which position was contradicted by some other 
gentleman there; so 'Siah offered to bet one thousand dollars he could 
produce ten black gentlemen, who should be allowed, by good judges, 
to be more polished than any like number of whites that could be 
selected in the town of Charleston. Well, the bet was taken, the 
money staked, and a note made of the tarms. 

Next day at ten o'clock, the time fixed, Josiah had his tcn nig
gers nicely dressed, paraded out in the streets aCacin of the sun, and 
brought his friends and the umpires to decide the bet. Well, when 
they got near 'em, they put their hands to their eyes and looked down 
to the ground, and the tears ran down their cheeks like anything. 
Whose cheeks? said she; blacks or whites? this is very interestin. 
Oh, the whites to be sure, said I. Then, said she, I will record that 
mark of feelin with great pieasuro-I'll let the world know it. It 
does honour to their heads and hearts. But not to their eyes, tho', 
said I: ,they swore they couldn't see a bit. What the devil have you 
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got there, Slick? says they; it has put our eyes out: damn them, how 
they shine! they look like black japanned tea-trays in the sun-it's 
blinding-it's the devil, that' ~ a fact. Are you satisfied? said 'Sy. Satis
fied of what? says they; satisfied with bein as blind as buzzards, eh? 
Satisfied of the high polish niggers are capable of, said Josiah: why 
shouldn't nigger hide, with lots of Day and Martin's blackin on it, take 
as good a polish as cow hide, eh? Oh lord I if you'd aheerd what a roar 
of larfter there was, for all Charleston', was there a' most; what a 
hurrain and shoutin: it was grand fun. I went up and shook hands 
with Josiah, for [ always liked a joke from a boy. Well done, 'Sy. 
says I; you've put the leake into 'em this hitch rad complete; it's 
grand I But says he, don't look so pleased, Sam; they are cussed 
vexed, and if we crow I'll have to fight every one on 'em, that's sar
tain, for they are plaguy tOllchy them Southerners; fight for nothin 
a'most. But, Sam, said he, Connecticut ain't a bad school for a boy 
arter all, is it? I could tell you fifty such stories miss, says I. She 
drew up ra Iher stately. Thank ~'ou, sir, said she, that wiII do; I am 
not sure whether it is a joke of your brother's, or a hoax of yo urn, but 
whoseever it is, it has more practical wit than feelin in it. 

The truth is, said the Clockmaker, nothin raises my dander more, 
than to hear English folks and Ollr Eastern citizens atalkin about this 
subject that they don't onderstand, and have nothin to do with. If 
such critters will go down South ameddlin with things that don't 
consarn 'em, they desarve what they catch. I don't mean to say I 
approve of I)'nchin, because that's horrid; but when a feller gets 
himself kicked, or his nose pulled, and larns how the cowskin feels, 
I don't pity him one morsel. Our folks won't bear tamperin with, 
as you Colonists do; we won't stand no nonsense. The subject is gist a 
complete snarl; it's all tangled, and twisted, and knotted so, old Nick 
himself wouldn't onravel it. 'Vhat with private rights, public rights, 
and state rights, feelin, expediency, and public safety, it's a conside
rable of a tough subject. The truth is, I ain't master of it myself. 
I'm no book man, I never was to college, and my time has been most
ly spent in the c10cktrade and looth business, and all I know is just 
a little I've picked up by the way. The tooth business, I said; what 
is that? do YOll mean to say you are a dentist? No, said hr,laughing: 
the tooth business is pickin up experience. Whenever a feller is con
siderable 'cute with us, we say he has cut his eye teeth, he's tolerable 
sharp; and the study of this I call the tooth business. Now I ain't 
able to lay it all down what I think as plain as brother Josiah can, 
hut I have an idea there's a good deal in name, and that slavery is a 
word that frightens more than it hurts. It's some 0' the branches or 
grafts of slavery that wact cuttin ofT. Take away corporal punish
ment from the masters and give it to the law, forbid separatin fa
milies and the right to compel marriage and other connections, and 
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you leave slavery nothin more than sarvitude in name, and some
thin quite as good in fact. 

Every critter must work in this world, and a labourer is a slave; 
but the labourer only gets enough to live on from day 10 day, while 
the slave is tended in infancy, sickness, and old age, and has spare 
time enough given him to airn a good tleal too. A married woman, 
if you come to that, is a slave, call her what you will, wife, woman, 
angel, termegant, or devil, she's a slave; and if she happens to gel 
the upper hand, the husband is a slave, and if he don't lead a worse 
life than any black nigger, when he's under petticoat government, 
then my name is not Sam Slick. I'm no advocate of slavery, squire, 
nor are any of our folks; it's bad for the niggers, worse far the 
masters, and a cuss to any country; but we have got it, and the 
question is, what are we to do with it? Let them answer that know, 
-I don't pretend to be able to. 

The subject was a disagreeable one, but it was a striking pecu
liarity of the Clockmaker's, that he never dwelt long upon anything 
that was not a subject of national boast;. he therefore Yl'ry dexte
rously shifted both the subject and the scene of it to England, so as 
to furnish himself wilh a retort, of which he was at. all times exceed
ingly fond. I have heerd tell, said he, that you British have 'man
cipated your niggers. Yes, said I, thank Cod! slavery exists not 
in the British empire. Well, I take some credit to myself for that, 
said the Clock maker ; it was me that sot that agoin any way. You! 
said I, with the most unfeigned astonishment ;-you.' how could 
!lOll. by any possibility, be instrumental in that great national act '? 
Well, I'll tell you, said he, tho' it's a considerable of a long slory 
too. When I returned from Poland, via London, in the hair 
speckelation of Jabish Green, I went down to Sheffield to execute a 
commission; I had to bribe some Master Workmen to go out to 
America, and if I didn't fix 'em it's a pity. The critters wouldn't 
go at no rate, without the most extravagant on reasonable wages, 
that no business could afford no how. Well, there was nothin to 
be done but to agree to it; but things worked right in the long run: our 
folks soon larnt the business, and then they had to work for hall 
nothin, or starve. It don't do to drive too hard a bargain always. 
. When I was down there a gentleman called on me one arternoon. 
one John Canter by name, and says he, Mr. Slick, I've called to 
see you, to make some enquiries about America; me and my friends 
think of emigratin there. Happy, says I, to give you any informa
tion in my power, sir, and a sociable dish 0' chat is what I must say 
I do like most amazin,-it's kind 0' nateral to me talkin is. So we 
sot down and chatted away about our great nation all the arternoon 
and evenin, and him and me got as thick as two thieves afore we 
parted,:"'-If you will be to home to-morrow evenin, says he, I will 
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call again, if you will give me leave. Sartain, says I, most happy. 
'Veil, nextevenin he came ag'in; and in the course of talk, says he, 

I was born a quaker, Mr. Slick. Plentyof'em with lIS, says I, and well 
to do in the world too,-considerable stiff folks in their way them 
quakers-you can't no more move 'em than a church steeple. I like 
the quakers too, says I, fodhere are worse folks than them agoin in 
the world by a long chalk. Well, lately I'ye dissented from' em, says 
he.-Curious that too, says I. I was athinkin'the beaver didn't shade 
the inner man quite as much as I have seed it; but, says I, I like 
dissent; it shows a man has both a mind and a conscience too j if he 
hadn't a mind he couldn't dissent, and if he had'nt a conscience he 
wouldn't; a man therefore, who quits his church, always stands a 
notch higher with me than a stupid obstinate critter that sticks to it 
'cause he was born and brought up in it, and his father belonged to it
there's no sense in thaI. A quaker is a very set man in his way; a dis
senter therefore from a quaker must be what I.call a considerable of a 
--obstinale man, says he, larfin. No, says I, not gist exactly that, 
Lut he must carry a pretty tolerable stiff upper lip, lho'-that's a fact. 

'Veil, says he, Mr. Slick, this country is an aristocratic country 
a very aristocratic country indeed, and it tante easy for a man to push 
himself when he has no great friends or family interest; and be
sides, if a man has some little talent-says he, (and he squeezed 
his chin between his forefinger and thumb, as much as to say, 
tho' I say it that shouldn't say it, I have a very tolerable share of it 
at any rate,) he has no opportunity of risin by bringin himself afore 
the public. Every avenue is filled. A man has no chance to come 
forwaru,-moneywon't doit, fortha! I have,-talent won't do it, for 
the opportunity is wantin. I believe I'll go to the States where all men 
are equal, and one has neither the trouble of risin nor the vexation of 
failin. Then you'd like to come forward in public life here, would 
JOU, said I, if you had a chance 'I I would, says he; that's the truth. 
Giye me your hand then, says I, my friend, I 'YO got an idea that 
it will make your fortin. I'll put you in a track that wiII make a 
man of you first, and a nobleman afterwards, as sure as thou says 
thee. '(Talk into the ni!l!Jel's, says I, and they'll help you to 1Ntlk 
into the n·hites, and they'Umake you 1valk into parliament. 'Valk 
into the niggers! said he; and he sot and stared liked a cat awatchin 
of a mouse-hole ;-walk into the niggers I-what's that'll don't 
onderstand you.-Take up 'mancipation, says I, and work it up till it 
works you up; call meetins.and make speeches to 'em, get up societies 
and make reports to 'em i-get up petitions to Parliament and get 
signers to 'em. Enlist the women on your side, of all ages, sects, and de
nominations. Excite 'em first tho' , for women folks are poor tools till you 
get' em up ; but excite them, and they'll go the whole figur' ,-wake up 
the whole country. It's a grand subject for it,-broken .. hearted slaves 



SJ.AVERY. 177 

killin themselves in despair or dyin a Iingerin death,-task-mas_ 
ter's whip acuttin into their flesh,-burnin sunS,-days 0' toil
nights 0' -grief-pestilential rice-grounds-chains-starvation_mi_ 
sery and death,-grand figur's them for oratry, and make splendid 
speechcs, if well put together. 

Says you, such is the spirit of British freedom, that the moment a 
slave touches our sea-girt shores, his spirit bursts its bonds; he stands 
'mancipated, disenthralled, and liberated; his chains fall right olf, 
and he walks ill all the naked majesty of a great big black he nigger I 
It sounds Irish that, and Josiah used to say they come up to the 
Americans a'most in pure eloquence. It's grand, it's sublime that, 
you may depend. When you get 'em up to the right pitch, then, 
says you, we have no power in parliament; we must have abolition 
members. Certainly, says they, and who so fit as the good, the 
pious, the Christian-like John Canter; up you are put then, and 
bundled free 1ratis, head over heels, into parliament. When you 
are in the House 0' Commons, at it ag'in, blue-jacket, for life. 
Some good men, some weak men, and a'most a plaguy sight of hy
pocritical men will join you. Cant carries sway always now. A 
large party in the House, and a wappin large party out 0' the house, 
must be kept quiet, conciliated, or whatever the right word is, and 
John Canter is made Lord Lavender. 

I see, I see, said he; a glorious prospect of doin good, of aidin my 
fellow mortals, of bein useful in my generation. I hope for a more 
imperishable reward than a coronet,-the approbation of my own 
conscience. Well, well, says I to myself, if you ain't the most im
pudent as well as the most pharisaical villain that ever went onhung, 
then I never seed a finished rascal,-that' s all. He took my advice, 
and went right at it, tooth and nail; worked day and night, and made 
a'most a deuce of a stir. His name was in every paper-a meetin held 
here to-day,-that great and good man John Canter in the chair ;-a 
meetin held there to-morrow,-addressed most eloquently by that 
philanthropist, philosopher, and Christian, John Canter ;-a society 
formed in onc place, John Canter secretary;-a society formed in 
a nother place, J oh n Can ter presiden t :-Joh n Can ter ev.~ryw here ;-if 
you went to London, he handed you a subscription Iist,-=ifyou went to 
Brighton, he met you with a petition,-if you went to Sheffield, he 
filled your pockets with tracts ;-hewas a complete jack-o' -lantern here 
and there, and everywhere. The last I heerd tell of him he was in 
Parliament, and agoin out governor-general of some of the colonies. 
I've seen a good many superfine saints in my time, squire, but this 
critter was the most uppercrust one I ever seed,-he did beat all. 

Yes, the English desarve some credit, no doubt; but when you 
substract electioneerin party spirit, hippocrasy, ambition, ministerial 
flourishes, and all the other ondertow causes that operated in thi. 

12 
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work, which at hest was but clumsily contrived, and bunglinly ('X('

culed, it don't IQave so much to brag on arter all, docs it now? 

OHAPTER XLI, 

TALKING LATIN. 

Do you see them are country galls there, said Mr. Slick, how they 
are tricked out in silks, and touched off with lace and ribbon to the 
nine's, amincin along with parasols in their hands, as if they were 
afear'd the sun would melt them like wax, or lake the colour out of 
their face, like a printed cotton blind? Well, that's gist the ruin of 
this country. It ain't poverty the hlue noses have to fear, for that 
they needn't know, without thcy choose to make acqt1flintance with 
it; but it's gcntility. They go the whole hog in this country, you may 
depend. They ain't content to appear what they be, but want to bc 
what they ain't; they live too extravagant, and dress too extravagant, 
and won't do what's thc only thing that will supply this extravagance: 
that is, be industrious. Gist go into one of the mectin-houses, back 
here in the woods, where there ought to hc nothin but homespun 
cloth, and home-made stulfs and bonnets, and see the leghorns and 
palmettors, and silks and shalleys, morenos, gauzes, and blonds, 
assembled there, enough to buy the best farm in the settlement. 
There's somethin not altogethcr gist right in this; and the worst of 
these habits is, they ruinate the young folks, and they grow up as big 
goneys as the old ones, and eend in the same way, by bein half
starved at last; there's a false pride, false feelin, and false edication 
here. I mind once, I was down this way to New Canaan, avendin 
0' my clocks, and who should I overtake but Nabal Green, apokin 
along in his waggon, half-loaded with notions from the retail shops, 
at the cross roads. Why, Nabal, said I, are you agoin to set up for a 
marchant, for I see you've got a considerable of an assortment of goods 
there? you've got enough 0' them to make a pedlar's fortin a'most. 
Who's dead, and what's to pay now? 

Why, friend Slick, said he, how do you do? who'd a' thought of 
seein you here? You see myoId lady, said he, is agoin for to give 
our Arabella, that's gist returned from board in-school to Halifax, a let 
olTto-night. Most all the bettermost folks in these parts are axed, 
and the doctor, the lawyer, and the minister is invited; it's no skim
milk story, I do assure you, but upper crust, real jam. Ruth intends 
to do the thing handsome. She says she don't do it often, but when 
she does, she likes to go the whole figur, and do it genteel. If she 
hasn't a show oCdough-nuts and prasar\'\Js, and apple sarse and pun-
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kin pies and sarsages, it's a pity; it's taken all hands of us, the old 
lady and her galls too, besides the helps, the best part of a week past 
preparin. I say nothin, but it's most turned the house inside out, 
a settin up things in this room, or toatin 'em out of that into t'other 
and all in such a conflustrigation, that I'm glad when they send m; 
of an arrand to be out of the way. It's lucky them harrycanes don't 
come every day, for they do scatter things about Ilt a great rate, all 
topsy-turvey Iike,-that's sartin. Won't you call in and see us to
night, Mr, Slick 1 folks will be amazin glad to see you, and I'll show 
you some as pritty-lookin galls, to my mind, in our settlement here, 
as you'll see in Connecticut, I know. Well, says I, I don't care if I 
do; there's nothin I like more nor a frolic, and the dear little critters 
I do like to be among 'em too,-that's sartin. 

In the evenin I drives over to Nabal's, and arter puttin up my 
beast, old Clay, I goes into the house, and sure enough, there they 
was as big as life. The young ladies asittin on one side, and the 
men aslandin up by the door, and achatterin away in great good 
humour. There was a young chap aholdin forth to the men about 
politics; he was a young trader, set up by some marchant in Halifax, 
to ruinate the settlement with good-for-nothin trumpery they hadn't 
no occasion for,-chock full of consait and affectation, and beginnin 
to feel his way with the yard stick to assemhly already. 

Great dandy was Mr. Bobbin; he looked gist as if he had come out 
of the tailor's hands, spic and span; put out his lips and drew down 
his brow, as if he had a trick of think in sometimes-nodded his head 
and winked, as if he knew more than he'd like to tell-talked of ta
lent quite glib, but disdaillful, as if he wouldn't touch some folks with 
a pair of tongs; a great scholar too was Mr. Bobbin, always spoke 
dictionary, and used hea", artillery words. I don't entertain no 
manner of doubt if government would take him at his own valuation, 
he'd be found to be a man 0' great worth. I never liked the critter, 
and always gave him a poke when I got a chance. He was a town 
meetin orator; a grand school that to larn public speakin, squire; a 
nice muddy pool for young ducks to larn to swim in. He was a grand 
hand to read lectures in blacksmiths' shops at Vandues and the like, 
and talked politics over his counter at a great size. He looked big 
and ta1ked big, and altogether was a considerable big man in his own 
consait. He dealt in reform. He had ballot tape, suffrage ribbon, 
radical lace, no tythe hats, and beautiful pipes with a democrat's head 
on 'em, aud the maxim, 'No sinecure,' under it. Every thing had 
its motto. No, sir, said he, to some one he was atalkin to as I came 
in, this country is attenuated to pulverization by its aristocracy-a 
proud, a haughty aristocracy; a corrupt, a Iignious and lapidinous 
aristocracy; put them into a parcel, envelop 'em with a panoply of 
paper, tie th~m up and put them into the scales, and they will be found 



.su THE CLOCKMAKER. 

wantin. There is not a pound of honesty among 'em, nay not nil 
ounce, nay not a pennyweight. The article is wantin-it is not in 
their catalogue. The word never occurs either in their order, or in 
their invoice. They won't bea<r the inspection,-they are not mar
chantable,-nothin but refuse. 

-If there is no honesty in market, says I, why don't you importsome, 
and retail it out? you might make some considerable profit on it, and 
110 good to the country too; it would be quite patriotic that. I'm glad 
to see, says I, one honest man atalkin politics any how, for there's 
one thin!.! I've obsarved in the course of my experience, whenever a 
man suspects all the world that's above him of roguery, he must be 
a pretty considerable superfine darned-(rogue himself, whispered 
some criU('r standin by, loud enough for all on 'em to hear, and to set 
the whole party achockin with larfter)-judge of the article himself, 
says I. Now, says I, if you do import it, [,ist lrt us know how you sell 
it,-by the yard, the quart, or the pound, will yon? for it ain't st't 
(lown in any tradin tables I've seen, whether it is for long measure, 
dry measure, or weight. 

Well, says he, atryin 10 larf, as if he didn't take the hint, I'll le[ 
yon know, for it might be of somt' use to you, prrhaps, in the clock 
trarlr. May be, you'll be a customer, as well as the aristocrats. 
Bul. hoI\' is doeks now? said he, and hp saY!' his neighbour a nudge 
with his elbow, as mnch as to say, I guess it's my turn now,-how 
rIo clocks go? Like some young country traders I've seen in 
my Hme, says I; don't go long afore they run down, and haH' to be 
wound up a:,:ain. They arc considerable better too, like them, for 
bein kept in their own place, and plaguy apt to go wrong when moved 
ont of it. Thinks I to myself, take your change out 0' that, young 
man, will yon? for I'd heerd tell the goney had said they had cheats 
enongh in Nova Scotia, without havin Yankee clock makers to put new 
wrinkles on their horns. Why, you are quite witty this evenin, said 
he; yon've been masticatin mustard, I apprehend. I was always 
fond of it from a boy, said I, and it's a pity the blue noses didn't chew 
a little more of it, I tell you; it would help 'em, p'r'aps, to digest their 
jokes better, I estimate. Why, I didn't mean no olTence, said he, I 
110 assure yon. Nor I neither, said I; I hope you don't take it in any 
way parsona!. . 

Says I, Friend Bobbin, you have talked a considerable hard 0' me 
afore now, and made out the Yankees most as big rogues as your great 
men be ; but I never thought anything hard of it: I only said, says 
I, he puts me in mind of Mrs. Squire Ichobad Birch. What's that'l 
says the folks. Why, says I, l\Iarm Birch was acomin down slairs 
one mornin airly, and what should she see but the stable help akiss
in of the cook in the corner of the entry, and she alTendin olTlike a 
brave one. You good-for-nothin hussc)', said Marm Birch, get out 
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o' my house this mini!: I won't have no such ondcl'cnt carryins on 
here, on n? account. You horrid critter, get out 0' my sight; and 
as for you, said she to tbe Irishman, don't you never dare to shew 
your ugly face here again. I wonder you aint ashamed of your
selves,-both on you begone ;-away with you, bag and baggage! 

Hullo! said the squire as he folJer'd down in his dressing gownd 
and slippers; hullo! says he, what's all this tOUBS about? Nothin, 
says Pat, ascratchin of his head, nothin, your honor, only the mis
tress says she'll have no kissin in the house but what she does herself. 
The cook had my jack )mife in her pocket, your honor, and wouldn't 
give it to me, but sot off and ran here with it, and I arter her, and 
caught her. I gist put my hand in her pocket promisc'ously to sarch 
for H,-aod when I found it, Iwas atryin to kiss h~r by way of forfeit 
like, and that's the long and the short of the matter. The mistress 
says she'll let no one but herself in the house do that same. Tut,
tut;-tut 1 says the squire, and larfed right out; both on you go and 
a/te.nd to your work then, and let's hear no more about it. Now, you 
are like Marm Birch, friend Bobbin, says I-you think nobody has a 
right to be honest but yourself; but there is more o'that arter all ago
in in the world than you have any notion of, I tell you. 

Feelin a hand on my arm, I turns round, and who should 1 see but 
Marm Green. Dear me, says she, is that you, Mr Slick? I've been 
lookin all about for you for ever so long.-How do you do ?-I hope 
I see you quite well. Hearty as brandy, marm, says I, tho' not quite 
as strong, and a great deal heartier for aseein of you.-How be you? 
Reasonable well and stirrin, saYIl she: I try to keep amovio ; but I 
shall give the charge of things sooo to Arabella: have you seen her 
yet? No, says I, I havn't had the pleasure since her return; but I 
heard folks say she is a'mosta splendid fine gall. Well, come, then, 
said she, atakin of my arm, let me introduce you to her. She is a fine 
~all, Mr. S~ick, that's a fact; and though I say it that shouldn't say it, 
she's a considerable of an accomplished gall too. There is no touch 
to her in these parts: minister's daughter that was all one winter to 
8t. John can't hold a. candle to her. Can't she tho'? said I. No, 
said she, that she can't, the consaited minx, though she does carry 
her head so high .. One of the gentlemen that played at the show of 
the wild beast, said to me, says he, I'll tell you whatit is, l\:larm 
Green, said.he, your darter has a beautiful touch-that's a fact: m~st 
galls can play a little, but your's does the thing complete. And so 
she ought, says she, takin her five quarters into view. Five quar
ters! said I; well, ifthat dOll't beat all ! well, I never heerd tell of a 
gall havin five ql,larters afore since I was raised! The skin, said I, 
t must say, is a most beautiful one; but as for the tal\('IV, who ever 
beerd ofa gall's tallow? 

T.be fifth quarter !-Oh Lord! said J, marm, 1'01 '11 k.ill me,-
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and I haw-hawed right out. Why, Mr. Slick, says she, ain't you 
ashamed 1 do, for gracious sake, behave yourself; I meant five quarters' 
schoolin: what a droll man you be. Oh I five quarters' schoolin! 
says I; now I onderstand. And, said she, if she don't paint it's 
a pity? Paint! said I; why, you don't say so! I thought that are 
beautiful color was all natera!. Well, I never could kiss a gall that 
painted. Mother used to say it was saiJin under false c'Jlors-I 'most 
wonder you could allow her to paint, for I'm sure there ain't the 
least morsel of occasion for it in the world: 1'ou may say that-it is 
a pity! Get out, said she, you imperance : you know'd better nor 
that; I meant her pictures. Oh! her pictures, said I, now I see;
does she tho'? Well, that is an accomplishment you don't often see, 
I tell you.-Let her alone for that, said her mother. Here, ArabeHa, 
dear, said she, come here, dear, and bring Mr. Slick your pictur' 
of the river that's got the two vessels in it,-Captain Noah Oak's 
sloop, and Peter Zinck's schooner. Why, my sakes, mamma, said 
Miss Arabella, with a toss of her pretty little saucy mug, do you ex
pect me to show that to Mr. Slick? why, he'll only larf at it,-he 
larfs at everything that ain't Yankee. Larfl said I; now do tell: I 
guess I'd be very sorry to do such an ongenteel thing to any one-.. 
much less, miss, to a young lady like you. No, indeed, not I. Yes, 
said her mother; do, Bella dear; Mr. Slick will excuse any Iittte 
defects, I'm sure; she's had only five quarters, you know, and you'll 
make allowances, won't you, Mr. Slick? I dare say, I said, they 
don't stand in Deed of no allowances at all, so don't be so backward, 
my dear. Arter a good deal of mock modesty, out skips Miss Ara
bella, and returns with a great large water color drawin as big as a 
winder shutter, and carried it up afore her face as a hookin cow does 
a board over her eyes to keep her from makin right at you. Now, 
said her mother, lookin as pleased as a peacock when it's in full fig 
with its head and tail up, now, says she, Mr. Slick, you are a con..,. 
sitierable of a judge of paintin-seein that you do brollzin and :gildin 
so beautiful,-now don't you call that splendid? Splendid! says I; I 
guess there ain't the beat of it to be found in this country, anyhow: 
I never seed anything like it: you couldn't ditto it in the province, I 
know. I guess not, said her mother, nor in the 'next province nei
ther. It sartainly beats all, said I. And so it did, squire; you'd 
adied if you'd aseed it, for larfin. There was the two vessels one 
right above t'other, a great big black cloud on the top, and a church 
steeple standin under the boltom of the schooner. Well, says I, that 
is beautiful-that's a fact! but the water, said I, miss; you hav'n't 
done that yet; when you put that in, it will be complete. Not yet, 
"aid she; the greatest difficulty I have in paintin is in makin water. 
Have you, tho'1 said I; weH, that is a pi ty. Yes, said she; it's tho 
~l!lrdest thing in natur' -I can't do it straight, nor make it look of the 
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right color; and Mr. Acre, our master, said you must always make 
water in straight lines in pai"nting, or it ain't nateral and ain't pleasin: 
vessels too are considerable hard; if you make 'em strait up and down 
they look stiff and ongraceful like, and if you put 'em onder sail then 
you should know all about fixin the sails the right way for the wind 
-if you don't, it's blundersome. I'm terribly troubled with the etTect 
of wind. Oh! says I. Yes, 1-am, said she, and if I could only 
manage wind and water in paintin landscapes, why, it would be 
nothin-I'd do 'em in a jiffey; but to produce the right effect these 
things take a great deal of practice. I thought I should have snorted 
right out to hear the little critter run on with such a regular bam. 
Oh dear I said I to myself, what pains some folks do take to make fools 
of their children: here's as nice a little heifer as ever was, alettin of 
her clapper run away with her like an onruly horse; she don't know 
where it will take her to yet, no more than the man in the moon. 

As she carried itout again her mother said; Now, I take some credit 
to myself, Mr. Slick, for that ;-she is throwed away here; but I was 
detarmined to have her educated, and so I sent her to boardin school, 
and you see the effect of her five quarters. Afore she went, she was 
three years to the combined school in this district, that includes both 
Dalhousie and Shanbrooke: you have combined schools in the States, 
hav'n't you, Mr. Slick? [guess we have, said I; boys and' galls com
bined; I was to one on 'em, when I was considerable well grown up: 
Lord, what fun we had I It's a grand place to learn the multiplication 
table at, ain't it? I recollect once,-Oh fie I Mr. Slick, I mean a 
siminary for young gentlemen and ladies where they larn Latin and 
English combined. Oh laUen! said I; they larn latten there, do 
they?-Well, come, there is some sense in that; 1 didn't know there 
was II. factory of it in all Nova Scotia. I know how to make lalten; 
father sent me clean away to New York to larn it. You mix up 
(:alamine and copper, and it makes a brass as near like gold as one 
pea is like another; and then there is another kind 0' lalten workin 
tin over iron,-it makes a most complete imitation of silver. Oh! 
a knowledge of laUen has been of great sarvice to me in the clock 
trade, you may depend. It has helped me to a nation sight of the 
genuwine metals-that's a fact. 

Why, what on airth are you atalkin about? said Mrs. Green. I 
don't mean that laUen at all; I mean the Latin they larn at schools. 
Well, I don't know, said I; [ never seed any other kind 0' latten, 
nor ever lIeerd tell of any.-What is it? Why, it's a--it's a--. 
Oh, you know well enough, said she; only you make as if you didn't, 
to poke fun at me. I believe, on my soul, you've been abammin 
of me the whole blessed time. I hope I be shot if I do, said I; so do 
tell me what it is. Is it anything in the silk factory line, or Lhe 
straw-plat, or the cotton warp way? Your head, said she, conliider-
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able miffy, is always arunnin on a factory. Latin is a--. Nabal, 
said she, do tell me what Latin is. Latin, says he,-why, Latin is 
--ahem I it's---what they teach at the Combined School. 
Well, says she, we all know that as well as you do, Mr. Wisehead; 
but what is it? Come here, Arabella dear, and tell me what Latin is? 
Why, Latin, rna, said Arabella, is,-am-o, I love;-am-at, he loves; 
am-amus, we lovej-that's Latin. 'VeIl, it does sound dreadful 
pretty, tho', don't it,/ says I j and yet, if Latin is love and love is 
Latin, you hadn't no occasion,-and I got up, and slipt my hand into 
her's-you hadn't no occasion to go to the Combined School to larn 
it; for natur', says I, teaches that a--and I was whisperin of the 
rest 0' the sentence in her ear, when her mother said,-Come, come, 
Mr. Slick, what's that you arc asaying of? Talkin Latin, says 1,
awinkin to Arabella i-ain't we, miss? Oh yes, said she,-returnin 
the squeeze of my hand and larfin j-oh yes, mother, arter aJl, he 
understands it complete. Then take my seat here, says the old lady, 
and both on you sit down and talk it, for it will be a good practice for 
you i-and away she sailed to the rend of the room, and left us a
lil/kin/! Latin. 

I hadn't been asittin there long afore dfJctor Ivory Hovey came 
up, asmirkin, and asmilin, and arubIJin of his hands, as if he was 
agoin to say somethin very witty j and [observed, the moment he 
came, Arabella took herself off. She said, she couldn't 'bide him at 
al!. Well, Mr. Slick, said he, how are you? how do you do, upon 
an average, eh'? Pray, what's your opinion of matters and things in 
general, eh? Do you think you eQuId exhibit such a show of fine 
bloomin galls in Slickville, eh'/ Not a bad chance for you, I guess, 
-(and he gave that word guess a twang that made the folks larf all 
round,)-said he, for you to speckilate fora wife, eh'l Well, says I, 
there is a pretty show 0' gal\s,-that's sartain,-but they wouldn't 
condescend to the like 0' me. I was athinkin there was some on 'em 
that would gist suit you to aT. Jlc, says he, adrawin of himself 
up and looking big,-me,' and he turned up his nose like a pointer 
dog when the birds flowed off. When I honour a lady with the offer 
of III!! hand, says he, it mill be a lady, Well, thinks I, if you ain't 
a consaited critter it's a pity j most on 'em are a plaguy sight too good 
for you, so I will gist pay you off in your owo coin. Says I, you put 
me in mind of Lawyer Endicot's dog. What's that 'I says the folks 
ilcrowdin round to hear it, for I seed plain enough that not one 00 

'em liked him one morsel. Says I, he had a great big black dog that 
he lIsed to carry about with him everywhere he went, into the 
churches and into the court. The dog was always abotherin of the 
judges, agettin between their legs, and they used to order him to be 
turned out every day, and they always told the lawyer to keep hiS 
<!,log to home. .\t last, old Judge Porson said to the constable onf 
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day, in a voice of thunder, Turn out that dog! and the judge gave 
him a kick that sent him half-way across the room, yelpin and howl
in like anything. The lawyer was properly vexed at this, so says he 
to the dog, Pompey, says he, come here I and the dog came up to 
him. Didn't I always tell you, said he, to keep out 0' bad company? 
Take that, said he, agivin of him a'most an awful kick,-take that! 
-and the next time only go among gentlemen; and away weut the 
dog, lookin foolish enough, you may depend. 'Vhat do you mean 
by that are story, sir'! said he, abrisUin up like a mastiff. Nothin, 
says I; only that a puppy sometimes gets into company that's too 
good for him, by mistake; and, if he forgets himself, is plaguy apt 
to get bundled out faster than he came in i-and I got up and walked 
away to the other side. 

Folks gave him the nickname of Endicot's dog ar-ter that, and I was 
glad on it; it sarved him right, the consaited ass. I heerd the crit
ter amuiterin sun'thin of the Clockmaker ilIustratin his own case, 
but, as I didn't want to be personal, I made as ifI didn't want to be 
parsonal, I made as if I didn't hear him. As I went over towards 
the side table, who should I see aleanin up against it but !\Ir. Bob
bin, pretty considerably well shaved, with a glass 0' grog in his hand 
alookin as cross as you please, and so far gone, he was athinkin 
aloud, and atalkin to himself. There comes' soft sawder,' says he, 
and' human natur',-ameanin me,-a Yankey broom,-wooden 
nutmegs,-cussed sarcy,-great mind to kick him. Arabella's got 
her head turned,-consaited minx i-good exterior, but nothin in 
her,-like Slick's clocks, aU gilded and varnished outside, and soft 
wood within. Gist do for Ivory Hovey,-same breed,-big head,
long ears,-a pair of donkeys I Shy old cock, that deacon,-joins 
Temperance Societies to get popular,-slips the gin in, pretends it's 
water ;-1 see him. But here goes, I believe I'll slip off. Thinks I, 
it's geUin on for morn in ; I'll slip off too; so out I goes and har
nesses up Old Clay, and drives home. 

Gist as I came from the barn and got opposite to the house, I heerd 
some one aerackin of his whip, and abawlin out at a great size, and 
I looked up, and who should I see but Bobbin in his waggon ag'in 
the pole fence. Comin in the air had made him blind drunk. He 
was alickin away at the top pole of the fence, and afancyin his horse 
was there, and wouldn't go. Who comes there? said he. Clock
maker, said I. Gist take my horse by the head,-that's a good fel
ler,-will you'l said he, and lead him out as far as the road. Cuss 
him, he won't stir. Spiles a good horse to lead him, says I; he al
ways looks for it again. Gist you lay it on to him well-his hams 
ain't made 0' hickory like mine. Cut away at him; he'll go by and 
),Jy i-and I drove away and left him acutlin and aslashin at the 
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fence for dear liCe. Thinks I, you are not the first ass that has been 
brought to a pull, anyhow. 

Next day, I met Nabal. Well, said he, Mr. Slick, you hit our young 
trader rather hard last night; but I warn't sorry to hear you, tho', 
for the critter is so full of consait, it will do him good. He wants to 
pull everyone down 10 his own level, as he aan'! rise to theirs, and 
is for everlastinly spoutin about House of Assembly business, offi
cials, aristocrats, and such stuff; he'd be a plaguy sight better, in my 
mind, atlendin to his own business, instead oftalkin of other folks's; 
and usin his yardstick more, and his tongue less. And between you 
and me, l\1r. Slick, said he,-tho' I hope you won't let on to anyone 
that I said anything to you about it,-but atween ourselves, as we are 
alone here, I am athinkin myoid woman is in a fair way to turn 
Arabella's head too. All this paintin, and singin, and talkin Latin 
is very well, I consait, for them who have time for it, and nothin bet
ter to do to home. It's better p'r'aps to be adoin of that than adoin 
of nothin; but for the like 0' us, who have to live by farmin, and 
keep a considerable of a large dairy, and upwards of a hundred sheep, 
it does seem 10 me sometimes as if it were a little out of place. Be 
candid flOW, said he, for I should like to hear what your rael genu-
1/';1/1' opinion is touchin this matter, seein that you know a good deal 
of the world. 

Why, friend Nabal, says I, as you've asked my advice, I 'II give 
it to you; tho' any thin partainin to the apron-string, is what I don't 
call myself a judge of, and feel delicate of meddlin with. Woman is 
woman, says I; that's a fact; and a feller that will go for to provoke 
hornets, is plaguy apt to get himself stung, and I don't know as it does 
not sarve him right too; but this I must say, friend, that you're just 
about half right,-that's a fact. The proper music for a farmer's 
house is the spinnin-wheel,-the true paintin the dye stuffs,-and 
the tambourin the loom. Teach Arabella to be useful and not 
showy, prudent and not extravagant. She is gist about as nice a gall 
as you'll see in a day's ride; nolV don't spoil her, and let her get her 
head turned, for it would be a rael right down pity. One thing you may 
depend on for sartain, as a maxim in the farmin line,-a good darter 
and a good housekeeper, is plaguy apt to make a good wife and a 
good mother. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

THE SNOW WREATH. 

WHOEVER has read Haliburton's History of Nova Scotia (which, 
next to Mr. Josiah Slick's History of Cuttyhank, in five volumes, is 
the most important account of unimportant things I have ever seen), 
will recollect that this good city of Annapolis is the most ancient one 
in North America; but there is one fact omitted by that author, which 
I trust he will not think an intrusion upon his province, if I take the 
liberty of recording, and that is, that in addition to its being the most 
ancient,-it is also the most loyal city of this Western Hemisphere. 
This character it has always sustained, and' royal,' as a mark of 
peculiar favour, has ever been added to its cognomen by every go-
vernment that has had dominion over it. . 

Under the French, with whom it was a great favourite, it was 
ealled Port Royal; and the good Queen Anne, who condescended to 
adopt it, permitted it to be called Annapolis Royal. A book issuing 
from Nova Scotia is, as Blackwood very justly observes, in his never
to-be-forgotten, nor ever-to-be-sumciently-admired review orthe first 
part ofthis work, one of tho~e unexpected events that, from their great 
improbability, appear almost incredible. Entertaining no doubt, there
fore, that every member of the cabinet will read this lusus natural, I 
take this opportunity of informing them that our most gracious Sove
reign, Queen Victoria, has not in all her widespread dominions more 
devoted or more loyal subjects than the good people of An napolis Royal. 

Here it was, said J, Mr. Slick, that the egg was laid of that Ameri
can bird, whose progeny have since spread over this immense conti
nent. Well, it is a'most a beautiful bird too, ain't it 1 said he; what 
a plumage it has I what a size it is I It is a whopper,-that's sartin; 
it has the courage and the soarin of the eagle, and the colour of the 
peacock, and his majestic step and keen eye; the world never seed 
the beat of it; that's a fact. How streaked the English must feel 
when they think they once had it in the cage and couldn't keep it 
there; it is a pity they are so invyous tho' I declare. Not at all, I 
assure you, I replied: there is not a man among them who is not 
ready to admit all you have advanced in favour of your national em
blem; the fantastic strut of the peacock, the melodious and attic 
tones, the gaudy apparel, the fondness for display which is perpe
tually exhibiting to the world the eXlended tail with painted stars, 
the amiable disposition of the bird towards the younger and feebler 
offspring of others, the unwieldy--I thought liO, said be; I hadn't 
ought to have spoke of it afore you, for it does seem to rylo you,; 
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that's sartain; and I don't know as it was ~i~1 altogether right to al ... 
lude to a thin that is so humblin to your national pride. But, squire, 
ain't this been a hot day'! I think it would pass muster among the 
hot ones of the West Indgies a'most. I do wish I could gist slip 01I 
my flcsh and sit in my bones for a space, to cool myself, for I ain't 
seed slIch thawy weather this many a year, I know. I calculate I 
will brew a little lemonade, for Marm Bailey ginerally keeps the ma
terials for that Temperance Society drink. 

This climate 0' Nova Scotia does rlln to extremes; it has the holtest 
and the coldest days in it I cver seed. I shall never forget a night 
J spent here three winters ago. I come very near freezin to death. 
The very thought of that night will cool me the holtest day in sum
mer. It was about the laUer eend of February, as far as my memory 
sarres me, I came down here to cross over the bay to St. John, and 
it was considerable arlpr daylight down when I arrived. It was the 
most violent slippery w('ather, and the most cruel cold, I think, I 
('\(~r mind seein sincc I was raised. 

Says Marm Bailey to me, Mr. Slick, says she, 1 don't know what 
onder the sun I 'Ill agoin to do with you, or how 1 shall be able to 
accommodate you, for there's a whole raft of folks from Halifax here, 
and a batch of moose-hunting officers, and I don't know who all; 
and the house is chock full, 1 declare. 'Veil, says I, I'm no ways 
particular-I can put up with most anything. I'll gist take a streich 
IlCre, afore the fire on the 1I00r ;-for I'm e'cn a'most chilled to death, 
and awful sleepy too; first come, says I, first sarved, you know's an 
old rule, and luck's the word now-a-days. Yes, I'll gist take the 
hearth-rug for it, and a good warm berth it is too. Well, says she, 
I can't think 0' that at no rate: there's old Mrs. Fairns in the next 
street but one; she's got a spare bed she lets out sometimes: I'll 
send up to her to get it ready for you, and to-morrow these folks will 
be otT, and then you can have your old quarters again. 

So arter supper, old Johnny Farquhar, the English help, showed 
me up to the widder's. She was considerable in years, bllt a cheer
fulsome old lady and very pleasant, but she had a darter, the pret
tiest gall I ever seed since I was created. There was sunthin or 
another about her that made a body feel melancholy too; she was a 
lovely-lookin critter, but her countenance was sad; she was tall and 
well made, ha!l beautiful lookin long black hair and black eyes; but, 
oh! how pale she was I-and the only colour she had, was a little 
j'cver-like-Iookin red about her lips. She was dressed in. black, 
which made her countenance look more marble like; and yet whate
ver it was,-natur', or consumption, or desartion, or settin on the 
I1mious benches, or what not,-that made her look so, vot she hadn't 
fallen away one morsel, but "a:; full formClI and weil waisted. I 
couldn't keep 1l1~ eycs olTof her. 
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I felt a kind 0' interest in her; I seemed as if I'd like to hear her 
story, for sunthin or another had .gone wrong,-that was clear; 
some little story of the heart, most like, for young galls are plaguy 
apt to have a tender spot thereabouts. She never smiled, and when 
she looked on me she looked so streaked and so sad, and cold withal, 
it made me kinder superstitious. Her voice, too, was so sweet, and 
yet so doleful, that I felt proper sorry and amazin curious too; thinks 
J, I'll gist ax to-morrow all about her, for folks have pretty 'cute 
ears in Annapolis; 'there ain't a smack of a kiss that ain't heard all 
over town in two twos, and sometimes they think they hear 'em even 
afore they happen. It's a'most a grand place for news, like all other 
small places I ever seed. Well, I tried jokin and funny stories, and 
every kind 0' thing to raise a larf, but all wouldn't do; she talked 
and listened and chatted away as if there was nothin above par
tikiler; but still no smile; her face was cold and clear and bright as 
I.he icy surface of a lake, and 'so transparent too, you could see the 
veins in it. Arter a while the old lady showed me to my chamber, 
and there was a fire in it; but, oh I my sake's, how cold I it was 
like goin down into a well in summer-it made my blood .fairlv 
thicken ag'in. Your tumbler is out, squire; try a little more de 
that lemonade; that iced water is grand. Well, I sot over the fire 
a space, and gathered up the little bits 0' brands and kindlin wood, 
( for the logs were green, and wouldn't burn up at no rate); and then 
J ondressed and made a desperate jump right into the cold bed, with 
only half clothes enough on it for such weather, and wrapped up all 
the clothes round me. 'Veil, I thought I should have died. The 
frost was in the sheets,-and my breath looked like the steam from 
a boilin tea-kettle, and it settled right down on the quilt, and froze 
into white hoar. The nails in the house cracked like a gun with a 
wet wad,-they went ofT like thunder, and now and then you'd hear 
some one run along ever so fast, as if he couldn't shew his nose to it 
for one minit, and the snow crackin and crumplin onder his feet, 
like a new shoe with a stiff sole to it. The fire wouldn't blaze no 
longer, and only gave up a blue smoke, and the glass in the window 
looked all fuzzy with the frost. Thinks I, I'll freeze 10 death to a 
sartainty. If I go for to drop ofT asleep, as sure as the world I'll 
never wake up ag'in. I've heerd tell of folks afore now fcelin dozy 
like out in the cold, and layin down to sleep, and goin for it, and I 
don't half like to try it, I vow. Well, I got considerable narvous 
like, and I kept awake near about all night, tremblin and shakin 
like ague. My teeth fairly chattered ag'in; first I rubbed one foot 
ag'in anolher,~then I doubled up all on a heap, and then rubbed all 
over with my hands. Oh I it was dismal you may depend ;-at last 
I began to nod and doze, and fancy I seed a flock 0' sheep atakin a 
split for it, over a wall, and tried to count 'em, one by one, and 
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couldn't; and then I'd start up, and then nod ag'in. I felt it acomirt 
all over, in spite of all I could do; and, thinks J, it ain't so ever
lastin long to day-light now; I'll try it anyhow-I'll be darn'd if I 
don't-so here goes. 

Just as I shot my eyes, and made up my mind for a nap, 1 hears 
a low moan and a sob; well, I sits up, and listens, but all was silent 
again. Nothin but them etarnal nails agoin off, one arter t'other,. 
like any thin. Thinks I to myself, the windsagellin up, I estimate; 
it's as like as not we shall have a change 0' weather. Presently I 
IlCcrd a light step on the entry, and the door opens softly, and in 
walks the widder's darter on tip toe, dressed in a long white wrap
per; and after peerin all round to see if I was asleep, she goes and 
sits down in the chimbly corner, and picks up the coals and fixes 
the fire, and sits alookin at it for eyer so long. Oh! so sad, and 
so melancholy; it was dreadful to see her. Says I to myself, says 
I, what on airth brings the poor critter here, all alone, this time 0' 

night; and the air so plaguy cold, too. I guess, she thinks I'll freeze 
to death; or, perhaps she', walkin in her sleep. But there she sot 
lookin more like a ghost than a human,~first she warmed one foot 
and then the other ; and then held her hands over the coals, and moaned 
bitlerly. Dear! dear! thinks I, that poor critter is afreezin to deathas 
well as me; I do believe the world is acomin to an eend right off, and 
we shall all die of cold, and I shivered all over. Presently she got 
up, and I saw her face, part covered with her long black hair, and 
the other parts so while and so cold, it chilled me to look at it, and 
her footsteps 1 consaited sounded louder, and I ·cast my eyes down. 
to her feet, and I actilly did fancy they looked froze. Well, she 
come near the bed, and lookin at me, stood for a space without 
stirrin, and then she cried bitterly, lIe, too, is doomed, said she;. 
he is in the sleep of death, and so far from home, and all his friends 
too. Not yet, said I, you dear critter you, not yet, you may depend. 
-but you will be if you don't goto bed i-SO says I, do for gracious sake 
return to your room, or you will perish. It's frozen, says she; it's 
deathy cold; the bed is a snow wreath, and the pillow is ice. and 
the coverlid is congealed; the chill has struck into my heart, and 
my blood has ceased to flow. I'm doomed, I'm doomed to die; and 
oh I how strange, how cold is death I Well, I was all struck up of a 
heap: I didn't know what on airth to do; says I to myself, says J. 
here's this poor gall in my room carryin on like ravin distracted 
mad in the middle of the night here: she's oneasy in her mind, and 
is awalkin as sure as the world, and how it's agoin to eend, 1 don't 
know,-that's a fact. Katey, says I, dear, I'll get up and give you 
my bed if you are cold, and I'll go and make up a great rousin big 
fire, and I'll call up the old lady, and she will see to you, and get you 
a hot drink; sunthin must be donl', to a sartainty, Cor I can't bear 
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to hear you talk so. No, says she, not for the world; what will my 
mother say, Mr. Slick? and me here in your room, and nothin hut 
this wrapper on; it's too late now; it's all over.; and with that she 
fainted, and fell right across the bed. Oh, how cold she was I the 
chill struck into me; I feel it yet; the very thoughts is enough to 
give one the ague, Well, I'm a modest man, squire; I was always 
modestfrom a boy i-but there was no time for ceremony now, for 
there was a sulTerin, dyin critter-so I drew her in, and folded her 
in my arms, in hopes she would come to, but death was thcrc. 

I breathcd an her icy lips, but life seemed extinct, and evcry time 
I pressed her to me, I shrunk from· her till my back touched the 
cold gypsum wall. It felt Iikc a tomb, so chill, so damp, so cold
(you have no notion how caid them are kind 0' walls are, they beat 
all natur')-squeezed between this frozen gall on one side, and the 
icy plaster on the other, I felt as if my own life was aebbin away 
fast. Poor critter I says I, has her care of me brought her to this 
pass 'I I'll press her to my heart once more ;p'r'aps the little heat 
that's left there .may revive her, and I can but die a few minutes 
sooner. I t was a last elTort, but it succeeded; she seemed to breathe 
again-I spoke to her, but she couldn't answer, tho' I feIt her tears 
flow fast on my bosom; but I was actilly sinkin fast myself now,
I felt my eend approachin, Then came reflection, hitter and sad 
thoughts they werc too, I tell you. Dear, dear I said I; here's a 
pretty kettle 0' fish, ain't there? we shall be both found 4ead here 
in the mornin, and what will folks say of this ·beautiful gall, and of 
one of our free and enlightened citizens, found in such a scrape? No
thin will be too bad for 'cm that Ihey can lay their tongues to; that's 
a fact: the Yankee viIlain, the chcatin Clockmaker, the--: the 
thought gave my heart a jupe, so sharp, so deep, so painful, I awoke 
and found I was ahuggin a snow wreath, that had sifted Ihro' a hole 
in the roof on the bed; part had melted and trickel'd down my 
breast, and part had froze to the clothes, and chilled me through. 
I woke up, proper glad it was all a dream. you may depend-but 
amazin cold and dreadful stilT, and I was laid up at thi;; place for 
three weeks with the 'cute rheumatis,-that's a fact. 

But your pale young friend, said I; did you ever see her again? 
pray, what became of her? Would you believe it? said he; the 
next mornin, when I came down, there sot Kaley by the fire. look
in as bloomin as a rose, and as chipper as a canary bird i-the 
fact is, I was so uncommon cold, and so sleepy too, the night afore, 
that I thought every.body and everything looked cold and dismal too. 
Mornin, sir, said she, as I entered the keepin room; mornin to 
you, Mr. Slick; how did you sleep last night? I'm most afeard you 
found that are room dreadful cold, for little Biney opened the window 
at the head of the bed to make the fire draw and start the smoke up, 
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and forgol to shut it again, and I guess it was wide open all night;
I minded it arter I got to bcd, and I thought I should ha' died alarf
in. Thank you, said I, for that; but you forget you come and shot 
it yourself. Me I said she; I never did no such a thing.-Catch 
me'indtlerl agoin into a gentleman's chamber: no, indeed, not for 
the world I If I wasn't cold, said I, it's a pity,-thal's all; I was een 
a'most frozen as stifT as a lloker, and near about frightened to death 
100, for I seed you or your ghost last night, as plain as I see you now; 
I hat's a fact. A ghost! said she: how you talk I do tell. Why, how 
was that? Well, I told her the whole story from beginning to eend. 
First she larfed ready to split at my account of the cold room, and 
my brin afeard to go to sleep; but then she stopt pretty short, I 
~lIrss. and blushed like any thin when I told her about her comin 
into the chamber, and looked proper frightened, not knowin what 
was to come next; bllt when she heerd of her turnin first into an 
icicle, and then into a snow-drift, she haw-hawed right out. I 
thought she actilly wOllld have gone into hysterics. You might have 
frozen, said she, in rael right down earnest, afore lid agone inlo your 
ehamh!'r at thai time 0' night to see arter you, or your fire either, 
said she, YOU may depend: I can't think what on airth could have 
put that a~e crotchet into your head. Nor I neither, said I; and be
sides, sait.! I, aketchin hold of her hant.!, and drawin her close to 
Inc,-and besides, says 1,-1 shouldn't have felt so awful cold nei
Iher, if Y"II---. Holt.! your tongue, said she, you goney you, 
this minit; I won't hear another word about it, and go right ofT and 
get your breakfast, for you was sent for half an hour ago. Arter 
bein mocked all night, says I, by them are icy lips of your ghost. 
Now I see them are pretty little sarcy ones of yourn, I think I must, 
and I'll be darned if I won't have a---. Well, I estimate you 
won't, then, said she, you impedence,-and she did fend ofT like a 
bra\e one-that's a fact; she made frill, shirt collar, and dickey fly 
like snow; she was as smart asa fox-trap, and as wicked as a meat
axe ;-therc was no gettin near her no how. At last, said she, if 
there ain't mother acomin, I do declare, and my hair is all spifli
calet.!, too, like a mop,-and my dress all rumfoozled, like anything, 
-do, for gracious sake, set things to rights a little afore mother 
comes in, and then cut and run: my heart is in my mouth, I declare. 
Then she sot down in a chair, and put both hands behind her head 
a puttin in her combs. Oh dear, said she, pretendin to try to get 
away; is that \Vhat you call puttin things to rights? Don't squeeze 
so hard; you'll choke me, I vow. It tante me that's achokin of you, 
says I, it's the heart that's in your mouth.-Oh, ifit had only been 
them lips instead of the ghost! Quick, says she, a-openin oCthe door, 
-I hear mother on the steps ;-quick, be ofT; but mind you don't tllll 
anyone that ghost story; people might think there was more in it 
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than met the ear. Well, well, said I, to myself; for a pale face, sad, 
rnelancholy-Iookin gall, if you hav'n't turned out as rosy, a rompin, 
larkin, Jight-hearteda heifer as ever I seed afore, it's a pity.-There's 
another lemon left, squire, 'spose we mix a little more sourin afore 
we turn in, and take another glass' to the widder's darter.' 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

THE TALISMAN. 

IT was our intention to have left Annapolis this morning after 
breakfast, and proceeded to Digby, a small hut beautiful village, 
situated at the entrance of that magnificent sheet of water, once 
known as Port Royal Basin, but lately by the more euphonious ap
pellation of the' Gut.' But lUr. Slick was missing, nor could any 
trace of him be found; I therefore ordered the horse again to the 
stable, and awaited his rpturn with all due patience. It was five 
o'clock in the afternoon hefore he made his appearance. Sorry 10 

keep you awaitin, said he, but I got completely let in for it Ihis 
mornin; I put my foot in it, you may depend. I've got a grand 
story to tell you, and one that will make you larf too, I know. 
Where do YOIl think I've heen of all places onder the sun? Why, 
I've been to court; that's a fact. I seed a great crowd of folks 
about the door, and thinks I, who's dead, and what's to pay now~ 
I think I'll just step in for a minit and see. 

What's on the carpet to-day? says I to a hlue nose; Whllt', 
goin on here? Why, said he, they are agoin for to try a Yankee. 
What for? said I. Stealin, said he. A Yankee, says I to mysel£; 
well, that's strange too; that beats me any-how; 1 never heNd 
tell of a Yankee bein such a born fool as to steal. If the feller has 
been such a ravin distracted goney, I hope they will hang him, the 
varmint; that's a fact. It's mostly them thick-sculled, wrong-headed, 
'cussed stupid fools the British that do that are; they ain't brought up 
well, and llav'n't got no edication; but our folks know better; they've 

, been beUer larned than to do the like 0' that-they can get most any
thing they want by gettin hold on the right eend in a bargain; they 
do manage- beautiful in a trade, a slight 0' hand, a loan, a failin, a 
speckelation, swap, thimble-rig, or some how or another in the rigular 
way within the law; but as for stealin-never-I don't believe he's 
a Yankee. No, thinks I, he can't be American, bred and born, for 
we are too enlightened for that, by a long chalk. We have a great 
respect for the laws, squire; we've Leen bred to that, and always 
uphold the dignity of the law. I recollect once that some of our 

13 
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young citizens away above Montgomery got into a flare-up with a 
party of boatmen that lives on the Mississippi; a desperate row it 
was too, and three of the Kentuckians were killed as dead as herrins. 
Well, they ,yere had up for it afore Judge Cotton. He was one of 
our revolutionary heroes, a starn, hard-featured old man, quite a 
Cato,-and he did curry 'em down with a heavy hand, you may 
depend i-he had no marcy on 'em. There he sot with his hat on, 
a cigar in his mouth, his arms folded, and his feet over the rail, 
lookin as sour as an onripe lemon. Bring up them Gulprits, said he, 
and when they were brought up he told 'em it was scandalous, and 
only fit for English and ignorant foreigners that sit on the outer 
porch of darkness, and not high-minded, intelligent Americans. 
You are a disgrace, said he, to our great nation, and I hope I shall 
never hear the like of it ag' in. If I do, I'll put you on your trial 
as sure as you are 110m; I hope I may be skinned alive by wild 
cats, if I dont. Well, they didn't like this kind o' talk at all, so 
that night away they gors to the judge's house, to leach him a thing 
or two, with a cowskin, and kicked up a deuce of a r,IW; and what 
do you think the neighbours did 'I Why, tlH'y gist walked in, seized 
the ringleaders and lynched them, in less than ten minits, on one of 
the linden trees afore the judge's door. 

They said the /'111' must be cilliliClllcd,-.111d that courts must be 
upheld by all quiet orderly people for a terror to eyil-doers. The 
law mllst take its course. No, thinks I, he cant be a Yankee i-if 
he was, and had awanted the article, he would ha' done him out of 
it, p'r'aps in a trade, bein too experienced a man of business for 
him; but steal it, never, never-I don't believe it, I yow. 'Veil, 
I walked into the court-house, and there was a great crowd of 
folks there, ajabLerin and atalkin away like anything (for blue
nose needn't turn his back on anyone for talkin-the critter is all 
tongue, like an old horse )-presently in come one or two young 
lawyers, in a dreadful hurry, with great piles of books under their 
arms with white leather covers, and great bundles of papers tied with 
red tape, and put 'em down on the table afore 'em, lookin yery big 
with the quantity of larnin they carried; thinks I, young shavers, if 
you had more of that in your heads, and less under your arms, you 
woult! haye the useof your hands to play with your thumbs when you 
had nothin to do. Then came in one or two old lawyers, and 
sot down and nodded here and there to some 0' the upper-crust 
folks 0' the county ant! then shook hands amazin hearty with 
the )'oung lawyers, and the young lawyers larred, and the old ones 
larfed, and they all nodded their heads together like a flock of geese 
agoin Uuo' a gale. 

Presently the sheriff calls out at the tip eend of his 'voice, 
, Clear the way for the judge;'-and the judge walks up to thC" 
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be:tch, lookin down to his feet to see he didn't tread on other folks' 
toes, and put his arm behind his back, and twirls the tail of his 
gown over it so that other folks mightn't tread on hisn. Well, 
when he gets to the bench, he stands up as straight a" a liberty 
pole, and the lawyers al\ stand up straight too, and clap their eyes 
on his till he winks, then both un 'em slowly hend their bodies 
forward till they nearly touch the tables with their noses, and then 
they sot down, and the juJge took a look all round, as if he saw 
every thing in gineral and nothin in partikilar,-l never seed 
anything so queer afore, I vow. It puts me in mind 0' the Chinese, 
but they bob their foreheads clean away down to the "ery floor. 

Well, then, said the crier, 'Oh yes! Oh yes! His l\Iaj,·;;ty's (I 
mean her Majesty's) court is now opened. God save the King (I mean 
the Queen).' Oh! if folks didn't larf it's a pity,-for I'ye orten ob
sarved it takes but a very small joke to make a crowd larf. They'll 
larf at nothin a'most. Silence, said the sheriff, and all was as stili as 
moonlight. It looked strange to me, you may depend, for the law
yers looked like so many ministers all dressed in black gtlwns and 
white bands on, only they acted more like players than preachers, a 
pia guy sight. But, said I, is this not the case in your country; is 
there not some sort of professional garb worn by the bar of the 
United States, and do not the barristers and the court exchange those 
salutations which the common courtesies of life not only sanction, 
but imperatively require as essential to the preservation of mutual 
respect and general good breeding? What on airth, said the Clock
maker, can a black gound have to do with intc\li!-!pnce'l Them sort 
of liveries may do in Europe, but they don't con"ene to our free and 
enlightened citizens. It's too foreign for us, too un philosophical, too 
feudal, and a remnant 0' the dark ages. No, sir; our lawyers do as 
they like. Some on 'em dress in black, and some in white; some 
carry walking-sticks, and some umbrellas, some whittle sticks with 
penknives, and some shave the table, and some put their I"gs under 
the desks, and some put 'em a top of them, just as it suits them. 
They sit as they please, dress as they please, and talk as they please; 
we are a free people. I guess if a judge in our country was to order 
the lawyers to appear all dressed in black, they'd soon ax him who 
elected him director-general of fashions, and where he found such 
arbitrary power in the constitution as that, committed to any man. 

But I was agoin to tell you 'bout the trial.-Presently one 0' the 
old lawyers got up, and said he, My lord, said he, I move, your lord
ship, that the prisoner may be brought up. And if it warn't a move 
it was a pity. The lawyer moved the judge, and the judge moved the 
sheriff, and lhe sheriff moved the crowd, for they all moved out to
gether, leavin hardly anyone on them but the judge and the law
yers; and in a few minits they all moved back ag'in with a prisoner; 
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They seemed as if Lhey had never seen a prisoner hefore. Whet! 
they came to call the jury they didn't all answer; so says the sheril1' 
to me, walk in the hox, sir,-you, sir, with the hlue coat. Do you 
indicate me, sir? said I. Yt'", says he, I do: walk in the box. I 
give you thanks, sir, says T, but I'd rather stand where I he; I've 
-no occasion to sit; and besides, I guess, I must be amovin. \Valk 
in the box, sir, said he, and he roared like thunder. And, says the 
judge, alookin up, and smilin and speakin as soft as if butter 
wouldn't melt in his mouth, you lIIust walk in the box, sir. Well, 
says I, to ohlige you, says T, my lord, I will j but there don't seem 
much room in it to walk, I vow. You are called upon, sir, says the 
judge, as a talisman j lake your seat in the box, and be silent. If I 
must, says I, I do suppose I must; but I don't like the office, and 
I don't believe I've got a marker ahout lilt'; but if you've are a piece 
of chalk about you, )011 could give me, or lend me an old pencil, I'll 
try to cypher it as well as I can, and do my possibles to give you sa
tisfaction, my lord. What are you atalkin about, sir? said hej
what do you mean hy such nonsense? Why, says I, my lord, I've 
been told that in this country, and indeed I know it is the pr{(('til'(' 

almost all over ourn, for the jury to chalk, that is, overy man chalks 
down on the wall his vote; one man ten pounds, one twenty, an
other thirty, and another five pounds, and so; and then they add 
them all up, and divide by twelve, and that makes the vardict. Now 
if I'm to be fa/!Jsman, says ,I and keep count, I'll chalk it as straight 
as a boot-jack. The judge throwed himself hack in his chair, and 
turning to the sheriff, says he, is it possible, Mr. Sheriff, that such an 
abominable practice as this exists in this country '1 or that people, 
under the solemn obligation of an oath, can conduct themselves with 
so much levity as to make their verdict depend upon chance, and 
not upon reason? If I was to know an instance of the kind, said he, 
-and he looked battIe, murder, and sudden death,-I'd both fine 
and imprison the jury;-I would, by--(and he gave the corner 
of his mouth a twist just in time to keep in an oath that was on the 
tip of his tongue), and he hesitated a little to think how to get out of 
the scrape,-at least I consaited so,-by and with the full consent of 
my brethern on the bench. 

1 have my suspicions, said the Clockmaker, that the judge had 
heerd tell of that practice afore, and was only waitin for a complaint 
to take notice of it regular-like, for them old judges are as cunnin as 
foxes; aDd if he had, I must say he did do the surprise very we11, for 
he looked all struck up of a heap, like a vessel taken aback with a 
squalI, agoin down starn formost. 

Who is that man? said he. I am a clockmaker, sir, said I. [ 
didn't ask you what you were, sir, says he, acolorin up; I asked you 
who you were. I'am Mr. Samuel Slick of Slickville, sir, says I; a 
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<7lockmaker from Onion County, State of Connecticut, in the UI/Hed 
States of America. You are exempt, said he,-you may walk QUt of 
tlze box. Thinks I to myself, old chap, next time you want a talis
man, take one of your own folks, will you? Well, when I looked 
lip to the prisoner, sure enough I seed he was one of our citizens, one 
• Expected Thorne,' of our town, an endless villain, that had been 
two or three times in the State's prison. The case was a very plain 
one. Captain Billy Slocum produced a watch, which he said was 
hisn; he said he went out artcr dinner, leavin his watch ahangin up 
over the mantel piece, and when he returned to tea it was gone, and 
that it was found in Expected Thorne's possession. Long before the 
evidence was gone through, I seed he was guilty, the villain. There 
is a sort of freemasonry in hypocrasy, squire, you may depend. It 
has- its signs and looks by which the brotherhood know each other; 
and as charity hopeth all things, and forgiveth all things, these ap
peals of the elect to each other from the lowest depths of woe, 
whether conveyed by the eye, the garb, or the tongue, are seldom 
made in vain. 

Expected had seed too much of the world, I estimate, not to know 
that. If he hadn't his go-to-meetin dress and looks on this day to do 
the jury, it's a pity. He had his hairs combed down as straight as a 
horse's mane; a little thin white cravat, nicely plaited and tied plain, 
garnished his neck, as a white towel does a dish of calves' head,-a 
standin up collar to his coat gave it the true cut, and the gilt buttons 
covered with cloth eschewed the gaudy ornaments of sinful, carnal 
man, He looked as demure as a harlot at a christenin-drew down 
the corners of his mouth, so a's to contract the trumpet of his nose, 
and give the right base twang to the voice, and turned up the whites 
of his eyes, as if they had been in the habi~ of lookin in upon the 
inner man for self-examination and reproach. Oh, he looked like a 
martyr; gist like a man who would suffer death for conscience sake, 
and forgive his enemies with his dyin breath. 

Gentlemen of the jury, says Expected, I am a stranger and a so
journer in this land, bllt I have many friends and received much 
kindness, thanks be to divine Providence for all his goodness to me a 
sinner; and I don't make no doubt that tho' I be a stranger, his lord
ship's honor will, under Providence, see justice done to me. The 
last time I was to Captain Billy's house I seed his watch, and that it 
was out of order, and I olTered to clean it and repair it for him 
for nothin, free gratiS i-that I can't prO'Ve. But I'll tell you 
what I can prove, and it's a privilege for which I desire to render 
thanks; that when that gentleman, the constable, came to me, 
and said he came about the watch, I said to him, right out at once, 
• She's cleaned, says I, but wants regulatin; if Captain Billy is in 
a hurry for her he can have her, but Ire had better leave her two 
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or three days to get the right beat.' And never did I deny havin 
it as a guilty man would have done. And, my lord, said he, and 
gentlemen of the jury (and he turned up his ugly cantin mug full 
round to the box)-I trust I know too well the awful account I must 
one day give of the deeds done in the flesh to peril my immortal soul 
for vain, idle, sinful toys; and he held up his hands together, and 
looked upwards till his eyes turned in like them are ones in a marble 
statue, and his lips kept amovin some time as if he was lost in in
ward prayer. 

Well, the constable proved it word for word, and the judge said it 
did appear that there was some mistake; at all events it did not ap
pear then~ was evidence of a felonious lakin, and he was acquitted. 
As soon as it was over, Expected comes to me in the corner, and, 
says he, quite bold like, Mornin, Slick, how do you do'l And then 
whisperin in my car, says he, Didn't I do 'em pretty? cuss 'em,
that's all. Let old Connecticut alone yet-she's too much for any on 
'em, I know. The truth is, the moment I seed that cussed critter, 
that constable acomin, I seed his arrand with half an eye, and had 
that are story ready-tongued and grooved for him, as quick as wink. 
Says I, I ,,·ish they had ahanged you, with all my heart; its such 
critters as you that lower the national character of our free and en
lightened citizens, and degrade it in the eyes of foreigners. The eyes 
of foreigners be d--d I said he. 'VllO cares what they think '/
and as for these bluenoses, they ain't able to think. They ain't got 
two ideas to bless themselves with,-the stupid, punkin-headed, 
consaited blockheads I-cuss me if they have. 'Yell, says I, they ain't 
such an enlightened people as we are, that's sartain, but that don't 
justify you a bit; you hadn't ollght to have stolen that watch. That 
was wrong, very wrong indeed. You might have traded with hirr., 
and got it for half nothin; or bought and failed, as some of our im
portin marchants sew up the soft-horned British; or swapped it and 
forgot to give the exchange; or bought it and give your note, and cut 
stick afore the note became due. There's a thousand ways of doin 
it honestly and legally, without resortin, as foreigners do, to stealin. 
'Ve are a moral people,-a religious, a high.minded, and a high
spirited people; and can do any and all the nations of the universal 
world out of anything, in the hundred of millions of clever shifts there 
are in trade; but as for stealin, I despise it; it's a low, blackguard, 
dirty, mean action; and I must say you're a disgrace to our great 
nation: An AmcriclIn citizen nn'er steals, he only gains the advan"T 
!(tflC .' 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

ITALIAN PAINTli'iGS. 

THE next morning we resumed our journey, and travelling through 
the township of Clements, and crossing Moose and Bear rivers, 
reached Digby early in the afternoon. It was a most delightful drive. 
When we left Annapolis the fog was slowly rising from the low 
grounds and resting on the hills, to gather itself up for a flight into 
upper air, disclosing, as it departed, ridge after ridge off the Granville 
Mountain. which lay concealed in its folds, and gradually revealing 
the broad and beautiful basin that extends from the town to Digby. 

I am too old now for romance, and, what is worse, I am corpulent. 
I find, as I grow stout, I grow less imaginative. One cannot serve 
two masters. I longed to climb the mountain peak, to stand where 
Champlain stood, and imagine the scene as it then was, when his 
prophetic eye caught revelations of the future; to visit the holy well 
where the rite of baptism was first performed in these provinces; to 
trace the first encampments,-thc ruins of the rude fortifications,
the first battIe-ground. But alas! tI.0 day is gone. I must leave 
the field to more youthful competitors. I can gratify my eye as I 
drive along the road, but I must not venture inlo the forest. The 
natural ice-house,-the cascade,-the mountain lake,-thebeaver's 
dam,-theGeneral's bridge,-the aprocryphal Rossignol,-the iron 
mines,-and last, not least, the Indian antiquities,-in short, each 
and all of the lions of this interesting place, that require bodily exer
tion to be seen,-I leave to succeeding travellers. I visit men, and 
not places. Alas I has it come to this at last,-to gout and port wine? 
Be it so :-1 will assume the privilege of old age, and talk. 

At a short distance from the town of Annapolis, we passed the 
Court House, the scene of Mr. Slick's adventures the preceding day, 
and found a crowd of country people assembled about the door. More 
than a hundred horses were tied to the fences on either side of the 
road, and groups of idlers were seen scattered about on the lawn, 
either discussing the last verdict, or anticipating the jury in the 
next. 

I think, said Mr. Slick, we have a right to boast of the justiciary 
of our two great nations; for yourn is a great nation,-that is a fact; 
and if all your colonies were joined together, and added on to Old 
England, she would be most as great a nation as ourn. You have 
good reason to be proud of your judiciary, said I ; if profound learning, 
exalted talent. and inflexible integrity can make an establishment 
tespectable, the Supreme Court oCthe United States is pre-eminently 
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so; a nd I have heard, from those who have the honouroftheir acquaint
ance, that the judges are no less distinguished for their private 
worth than their public virtues. I rejoice that it is so, for I consider 
the justiciary of America as its sheet-anchor. Amidst the incessant 
change of men and institutions so conspicuous there, this forms a so
litary exception. To the permanency and extensive power of this 
cOllrt you are indebted for the only check you possess, either to po
pular tumult or arbitrary power, affording, as it does, the only effec
tual means of controlling the conOicts of the local and general govern
ments, and rendering their movements regular and harmonious. 

It is so, said he; but your courts and ourn are both tarred with 
the same stick,-they move too slom. I recollect, once I was in old 
Kentuck, and a judge was sentencing a man to death for murder: 
says he, ' Sooner or later punishment is sure to overtake the guilty 
man. The law moves slow, but it is sure and sartain. Justice has 
been represented with a heel of lead, from its slow and measured 
pace, but its hand is a hand of iron, and its blow is death.' Folks 
said it was a beautiful idea that, and every chap that you met said, 
Ain't that splendid 'I-did ever old Mansfield or Ellen Borough come 
up to that? 

Well, says I, they might come up to that, and not go very far 
neither. A funny sort 0' figure of justice that; when it's so plaguy 
heavy-heeled, most anyone can outrun it; and when its great iron 
fist strikes so uncommon slow, a chap that's any way spry is e'en 
a'most sure to give it the dodge. No; they ought to clap on more 
stearn. The French courts are the courts for me. I had a case 
once in Marsailles, and if the judge didn't turn it out of hand ready 
hooped and headed in less than no time, it's a pity. But I believe I 
must first tell you how I came for to go there. 

In the latter eend of the year twenty-eight, I think it was, if my 
memory sarves me, I was in my little back studio to Slickville, with 
off coat, apron on, and sleeves up, as busy as a bee, abronzin and 
gildin of a clock case, when old Snow, the nigger-help, popped in his 
head in a most a terrible of a confiustrigation, and says he, master, 
says he, if there ain't Massa Governor and the Gineral at the door, as 
I'm alive I what on airth shall I say? Well, says I, they have 
eaught me at a nonplush, that's sartain; but there's no help for it as 
I see,-shew'em in. Mornin, says I, gentlemen, how do you do? 
I am sorry, says I, I didn't know of this pleasure in time to have 
received you respectfully. You have taken me at short, that's a fact; 
and the worst of it is,-l can't shake hands along with you neither, 
for one hand, you see, is all covered with isle, and t'other with 
copper bronze. Don't mention it, Mr. Slick, said his excellency, I 
beg of you; the fine arts do sometimes require detergants, and there 
is no help for it. But that's a most a beautiful thing, said he, you 
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are·adoin ot; may I presume to chatichise what it is? Why, said 
I, governor, that landscape on the ril(ht, with the great white two
story house in it, havin a washin tub of apple sarce on one side, and 
a cart chockfull of punkin pies on t' other, with the gold letters A. P. 
over it, is intended to represent this land of promise, our great coun
try Amerika ; and the gold letters A. P. initialise it Airthly Paradise. 
Well, says he, who is that he one on the left?-I didn't intend them 
letters Hand E to indicate he at all, said I, tho' I see now they do; 
I guess I must alter that. That tall graceful figur', says I, with 
wings, carryin a long Bowie knife in his right hand, and them 
small winged figures in the rear, with little rifles, are angels emigratin 
from heaven to this eountry. Hand E means heavenlyemigranls. 

Its alle-go-ry.-And a beauliful alle-go-ry it is, said he, and 
well calculated to give foreigners a correct nolion of ollr young 
growin and great Republic. It is a fine conception that. It is 
worthy of West. How true to life-how much it conveys-how 
many chords it strikes. It addresses the heart-it's splendid. 

Hallo I says I to myself, what's all this? It made me look up at 
him. Thinks I to myself, you laid that soft sawder on pretty 
thick anyhow. I wonder whether YOIl are in rael right down 
airnest, or whether you are only arter a vote. Says he, Mr. Slick, 
it was on the subject of pictur's we called, It's a thing 1m' 
enthusiastic upon myself; but my official duties leave me no time 
to fraternise with the brush. I've been actilly six weeks adoin of a 
bunch of grapes on a chair, and it's not yet done. The department 
of paintin in our Atheneum,-in this risin and flourishin town of 
Slickville-is placed under the direction of the general and myself, 
and we propose detailing you to Italy to purchase some origiI'als for 
our gallery, seein that you are a natit'e artist yourself, and have 
more practical experience than most of our citizens. There is a 
great aspiration among our free and enlightened youth for perfection, 
whether in the arts or sciences. Your expenses will be paid, and 
eight dollars a day while absent on this diplomacy. One thing, how
ever, do pray remember, don't bring any picturs that will evoke a 
blush on female cheeks, or cause vartue to stand afore 'em with 
averted eyes or indignant looks. The statues imported last year we 
had to clothe, both male and female, from head to foot, for they ac
tilly came stark naked, and were right down ondecent. One of my 
factory ladies went into fits on seein 'em, that lasted her a good hour; 
she took Jupiter for a rael human, aJ.ld said she thought she had got 
into a bathin room, among the men by mistake. Her narves re
ceived a heavy shock, poor critter; she said she never would forget 
what she seed there theloDgest day she lived. So none 0' your Poti
phar's wives, or Susannahs, or sleepin Venuses; such pictul'S are 
repugnant to the high tone o'moral Ceelin in this country. 
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Oh Lord I I thought [should have split; I darsn'! look up, for fear 
I should abust out alarfin in his face, to hear him talk so spooney 
about that are factory gall. Thinks I to myself, how delicate she is, 
ain't shel If a common marble statue threw her into fits, what 
would---. And here he laughed so immoderately it was some 
time before he resumed inte1Jigibly his story. 

'Yell, says he at last, if there is one thing I hate more nor another 
it is that cussed mork modesty some galls have, pretendin they don't 
know nolhin. It always shows they know too much. Now, says 
his excellency, a pictur', !\Ir. Slick, may exhibit great skill and great 
beauty, and yet display very little flesh beyond the face and the 
hands. You apprehend me, don't you? A nod's as good as a wink, 
says I, to a blind horse; if I can't see thro' a ladder, I reckon I'm 
not fit for that mission; and, says I, tho' I say it myself, that 
shouhln't say it, I must say, I do account myself a considerable of a 
judge of these mattcrs,- I won't turn my back on anyone in my line 
in the Union. I think so, said he; the alle-.qo-ry you gist show'd 
me di<plays taste, tact, and a consummate knowledge of the art. 
"'ithout genius there can he no invcntion,-no plot without skill, 
and no character without the power of discrimination. I should like 
to associate with you Ebenezer Peck, the Slickville Poet, in this di
plomatic mission, if our funds authorise the exercise of this constitu
tional powcr of the executive committee, for the fine arts are closely 
allicd, Mr. Slick. Poetry is the music of words, music is the poetry 
o[ sounds, and paintin is the poetry of colors i-what a sweet, in
terestin family t11l'y be, ain't t1wy? 'Ye must locate, domesticate, 
acclimate, and fratcrnate thrm among us. Conceivin an elective 
governor of a free and enli,;htpncd people to rank afore an hereditary 
prince, I have given you letters of introduction to the Eyetalian 
princes and the Pope, and have offered to reciprocate their attentions 
should they visit Slickville. Farewell, my friend, farewell, and fail 
not to sustain the dignity of this great and enlightened nation abroad 
-farewell ! 

A "ery good man, the governor, and a genulVine patriot too, said 
Mr. Slick. He knowed a good deal about paintin, for he was a sign
painter by trade; but he often used to wade out too deep, and got over 
his head now and then afore he knowed it. He war'nt the best 0' 

swimmers neither, and sometimes I used to be scared to death for 
fear he'd go for it afore he'd touch boltom ag'in. Well, off I sot in a 
vessel to Leghorn, and I laid out there three thousand dollars in pictur's. 
Rum-lookin old cocks them saints, some on 'em too, with their long 
beards, bald heads, and hard featur's, bean't they? but I got a lot of 
'em of all sizes. I bought two madonnas, I think they call them
beautiful little picturs they were too,-but the, child's legs were so 
naked and ondecent, that to please the governor and his factory galls; 
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J had an artist to paint trousers, and a pair of lace boots on him, and 
they look quite genteel now. Jt improved 'em amazinly; but the 
best 0' the joke was those Macaroni rascals seein me a stranger, 
thought to do me nicely (most infarnal cheats them dealers too,-walk 
right into you afore you know where you be). The older a pictur 
was and the more it was blacked, so you couldn't see the figurs, the 
more they axed. for it; and they'd talk and jabber away about their 
Tittyan tints ahd Guido airs by the hour. How soft we are, ain't we? 
said I, Catch a weasel asleep, will you? Second-hand farniture don't 
suit our market. 'Ve want picturs, and not things that look a plaguy 
sight more like the shutters of an old smoke-house than paintins, 
and I hope I may be shot if I didn't get bran new ones for half the 
price they axed for them rusty old vetrans. Our folks were well 
pleased with the shipment, and I ought to be too, for I made a trifle in 
the discount of fifteen per cent. for comin down handsome with the 
cash on the spot. Our Athcnel.i'm is worth seein, I tell you; you 
won'! ditto it easy, I know; it's actilly a sight to behold. 

But I was agoin to tell you about the French court. Arter I closed 
the consarn about the picturs, and shipped 'em off in a Cape codder 
that was there, I fell in with some of our folks on their way to Lon
don, where I had to go to afore I returned home; so, says I, s'pose 
we hire a vessel in Co. and go by water to l\Iarsailles; we'll get on 
fasler and considerable cheaper too, I calculate, than agoin by land. 
'VeIl, we hired an Eyetaliano to take us, and he was to find us in 
bed, board, and liquor, and we paid him one-third in advance, tu 
enable him to do it genteel; but the everlastin villain, as SOOIl as he 
got us out to sea, gave us no bed-clothes and nothin to eat, and we 
almost perished with hunger and damp; so when we got' to 1\'Iar
sailles, Meo friendo, says I, for I had picked up a little Eyetalian, 
meo friendo, cumma longo alia courto, will you'/ and I took him by 
the scruff of lhe neck and toated him into court. Where is de pappi a 'I 
S1!ys a little skip-jack of a French judge, that was chock full of grins 
and grimaces like a monkey arter a pinch of snuff,-where is de pap
pia'/ So I handed him up the pappia signed by the master, and then 
proved how he cheated us. No sooner'said than done, Mount Shear 
Bullfrog gave, the case in our favour in two twos, said Eyetaliano had 
got too much already, cut him off the other two thirds, and made him 
pay all costs. If he didn't look bum squabbled it's a pity. It took the 
rust off of him pretty slick, you may depend. 

Begar, he says to the skipper, you keep de bargain next time; you 
von very grand damr.e rogue, and he shook his head and grinned like 
a crocodile, from ear to ear, all mouth and leeth. You may depend, 
I warn't long at Mal'sailles arter that. I cut stick and off, hot foot 
for the channel, without stopping to water the horses or liquor the 
drivers, for fear Eyetaliano would walk into my ribs with his stiletto 
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for he was as savage as a white bear afore breakfast. Yes, our courts 
move too slow. It was that ruinated Expected Thorne. The firsl' 
time he was taken up and sent to jail, he was as innocent as a 
child, but they kept him there so long afore his trial, it broke his 
spirits, and broke his pride,-and he came out as wicked as a devil. 
The great secret is specdy justice. \Ve have too much machinery in 
our courts, and I don't see but what we prize juries beyond their rael 
valy. One half the time with us they don't onderstarid a thing, and 
the other half they are prejudiced. True, said I, but they are a grea' 
safeguard to liberty, and indeed the only one in all cases between the 
~:overnment and the people. The executive can never tyrannise where 
they cannot convict, and juries never lend themselves to oppression. 
Tho' a corrupt minister may appoint corrupt judges, he can ne~'er 
eorrupt a whole people. Well, said he, far be it from me to say 
Ihey are no use, because I know and feel that they be in sartain cases 
flIost invaluable, but I mean to say that they are only a drag on bu
siness, and an expensire one too, one half the time. I want no better 
tribunal to try me or my cases than our supreme judges to Wash
ington, and all I would ax is a resarved right to have a jury when I 
call for one. That right I never would ~'ield, but that is all I would 
ax. You can see how the lawyers valy each by the way they talk 
to 'em. To the court they are as cool as cucumbers,-dry argument, 
sound reasonin, an application to judgment. To the jury, all fire 
and tow and declamations,-all to the passions, prejudices, and feel
ins. The one they try to convince, they try 10 do the other. I 
never heerd tell of judges chaIkin. I know brother Josiah the 
lawyer thinks so too. Says he to me once, Sam, says he, they ain't 
suited to the times now in all cases, and are only needed occasionally. 
lfTlU'njuries first came into1Jogue there were no judges, but the devil 
of it is when public opinion runs all one way, in this country you 
might just as well try to swim up Niagara as to go for to stem it,
it will roll you over and over, and squash you to death at last. You 
may say what you like here, Sam, but other folks may do what they 
like here too. Many a man has had a goose's jacket lined with tar 
here, Ihathe never bought at the tailor's, and a tight fit it is too, con
siderin its made without measurin. So as l'm for Congress some day 
or another, why, I gist fall to and natter the people by chimin in with 
them. I get up on a stump. or the top of a whiskey barrel, and talk 
as big as any on 'em about that birth-right-that sheet anchor, that 
mainstay, that blessed shield, that gloriolls institution-the rich man's 
terror, the poor man's hope, the people's pride, the nation's glory
Trial by Jury. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

SHAMPOOING THE ENGLISH. 

DIGBY is a charming little town. It is the Brighton of Nova Scotia, 
the resort of the valetudinarians of New Brunswick, who take refuge 
here from the unrelenting fogs, hopeless sterility, and calcareous 
waters of S1. John. About as pretty a location this for business, said 
the Clockmaker, as I know on in this country. Digby is the only 
safe harbour from B1owmedown to Briar Island. Then there is 
that everlastin long river runnin away up from the wharfs here 
almost across to Minas Basin, bordered with dikes and interval, and 
backed up by good upland. A nice, dry, pleasant place for a town, 
with good water, good air, and the best herrin fishery in America, 
but it wants one thing to make it go ahead. And pray what is that·! 
said I, for it appears to me to have every natural advantage that can 
be desired. It wants to be made a free port, said he. They ought 
to send a delegate to England about it; but the fact is, they don't 
onderstand diplomacy here, nor the English either. They hav'n't 
got no talents that way. 

I guess we may stump the univarse in IIlat line. Our statesmen, 
I consait, do onderstand it. They go about so beautiful, tack so well, 
sail so close by the wind, make so little lee-way, shoot ahead so fast, 
draw so little water, keep the lead agoin constant, and a bright look
out a - head always; it's very seldom you hear 0' them runnin 
aground, I tell you. Hardly any thing they take in hand they don't 
succeed in. How glib they are in the tongue too! how they do lay 
in the soft sawder I They do rub John Bull down so pretty, it does 
one good to see' em: they pat him on the back, and stroke him on 
the cheek, and coax and wheedle and flatter, till they gist get what 
they like out of him; not a word of a threat to him tho', for they 
know it won't do. He'd as soon fight as eat his dinner, and sooner 
too, but they tickle him, as the boys at Cape Ann sarve the bladder 
fish. There's a fish comes ashore there at ebb tide, that the boys 
cateh and tickle, and the more they tickle him the more he fills with 
wind. Well, he gets blowed up as full as he can hold, and then they 
.just turn him up and give him a crack across the belly with a stick, 
and off he goes like a pop-gun, and then all the little critters run 
hoopin and hallowin like ravin distracted mad,-so pleased with 
foolin the old fish. 

There are no people in the univarsal world so eloquent asthe Arne. 
ricans; they beat the ancients all hollor; and when our diplomatists 
go for to talk it into the British, they do it so pretty, it's a sight to 
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Lehold. Descended, they say, from a common stock, havin one 
common language, and Ii CUlllllllmit!! of illtcrCsts, they cannot but 
hope for justice from a power distinguished alike for its honour and 
its generosity. Indebted to them for the spirit of liberty they enjoy, 
-for their laws, literature, and religion,-they feci more like allies 
than aliens, and more like relatives than either. Though unfortu
nate occurrences may have drawn them asunder, with that frank
ness and generosity peculiar to a brave and r.;l'nt'\'I.),,3 people, both 
nations have now forgotten and forgiven the past, and it is the duty and 
the interest of each to cultivate these a micahle relations, now so happily 
existing, and to draw closer those bonds which unite two people es
sentially the same ill habits and feelings. Though years ha\e rolled 
by since they left the paternal roof, and the ocean diyides them, yet 
they cannot but look back at the home beyond the waters with a 
grateful remembrance,-with )'eneration and respect. 

Now that's what I call dictionary, said the Clockmaker. It's splen
did penmanship, aint it·) \Vhen John Adams was minister at the 
Court of St. Jimes's, how his weak eye would have sarved him a'ut
terin of this galbanum, wouldn't it? He'd turn round to hide emotion, 
draw forth his handkerchief and wipe 01T a manly tear of genul/'ill/, 
fcelin. It is easy (,11<1I1"dl to stand a woman's tears, for they weep 
like children, everlastin sun showers: they cry as bad as if they 
used a chestnut burr for an e1'estone; but to see the tear drawn from 
the starn natul' of man, si<lrtin at the Liddin of generous feelin, 
there's no standin that. 011 dear! how John Bull swallers this soft 
sawder, don't he'! I think I SC(' him astandin with his hands in his 
trousers-pockets, alookin as big as all outdoors, and as sour as cider 
sot out in the sun for vinegar. At firsl he looks suspicious and sulky, 
and then one haughty frown relaxes, and then another, and so on, 
til! all starn ness is gone, and his whole face wears one f'reat bene
volent expression, like a ful\ moon, till you can eye him without 
winkin, alllllookin about as intrlligent all the lime as a skim milk 
('hpl',e. Arter his stare is gone, a kind 0' look comes oyer his face as 
~f he thought, 'Veil, now, this d--d Yankey sees his error at last, 
and no mistake; that comes 0' that good lickin 'I gave him last war: 
there's nothin like fightin things out. The critter seems humble 
enough no\\' tho'; gil'e me your fist, Jonathan, my boy, says he; 
don't look so cussed dismal: what is it? 

Oh, nothin, says our diplomatist; a mere trille, and he tdes 10 
look as oncollsarned as possible all the time; nothin but what your 
3(,IIS(, of justic(', for which you are always distinguished, will grant; 
a little strip of land, half fog hnlf bog. atween the State of Maine and 
New Brunswick; it's nothin but wood, water, and snakes, and no 
bigger Ihan Scotland. Take it, and say no more about it, says John; 
I hope it will be accepted as a proof of my regard, I don't think 
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nothin of half a colony. And then when our chap gets home to the 
President, don't he say, as Expected Thorne did of the Blue-nose 
jury, ' Didn't I do him pretty? cuss hilll, that's ·all.' 

Then he takes Mount-Sheer on another tack. He desires to ex
press the gratitude of a free and enlightened people to the French, 
-their first ally, their dearest friend,-for enablin them, under 
Providence, to lay the foundation-stone of their country. They never 
can forget how kindly, how disinterestedly, they stept in to aid their 
infant struggles,-to assist them to resist the unnatural tyranny of 
England, who, while affectin to protect liberty abroad, was enslavin 
her children to home. Nothin but the purest feelin, unalloyed by 
any jealousy of England, dictated that step; it emanated from a 
virtuous indignation at seein the strong oppress the weak,-from a 
love of constitutional freedom,-from pure philanthropy. How 
deeply is seated in American breasts a "eneration of the French 
character I how they admire their sincerity,-their good faith,-their 
stability I Well may they be called the Grand Nation! Religious, 
not bigoted-brave, not rash-dignified, not volatile-great, yet not 
vain I Magnanimous in success,-cheerful and resolyed under re
verses,-they form the beau-ideal to American youth, who are 
taught, in their first lessons, to emulate, and imitate, and ,enerate 
the virtues of their character! Don't it run off the tongue like oil ? 
Soft and slick, ain't it pretty talk? 

Lord! how Mount-Sheer skips. and hops, and bows, and smirks 
when he hears that are, don't he? How he claps his hand upon his 
heart, and makes faces like a monkey that's got a pain in his side 
from swallowin a nut without crackin it.. 'Vith all other folks, but 
these great powers, it's a very different tllne they sing. They make 
short metre with them little powers; they never take the trouble to 
talk much; they gist make their demands, and ax them for their 
answer, right off the reel. If they say, let us hear your reasons? 
Oh I by all means, says our diplomatist, just come along with me; 
and he takes the minister under his arm, walks lock and lock with 
him down to the harbour, claps him aboard a barge, and ro\\s him off 
to one of our little hundred gun sloops of war. Pretty little sloop 0' 

war, that of ourn, I reckon, ain't it? says he. Ohl very pretty, 
very pl'etty, indeed, says foreigner; but if that be ~'our little sloop, 
what must be your great big man'-o'-war? That's just what I was 
agoin for to say, says Jonathan,-a Leviathan, a Mammoth, blow 
all creation to atoms a'most, like a hurricane tipt with lightning, and 
then he looks up to the captain and nods. Says he, captain, I 
guess you may run out your guns, and ·he runs them out as quick as 
wink. These are my reasons, says Jonathan, and pretty strong ar
guments too, I guess; that's what I call shewin ollr teeth; and now 
you, mister, with a d-n hard name, your answer, if you please. 
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You don't understand liS, I see, foreigner; we got chaps in our 
country, that can stand on one side of the Mississippi, and kill iI 

racoon on t'other side, with a sneeze,-rigular ring-tail roarers: 
don't provoke us; it wouldn't be over safe, I assure you. We ClIlI 

out-talk thunder, out-run a flash of lightnin, and out-reach all the 
world-we can whip our weight of wild cats. The British can lick 
all the world, and we can lick the British. I believe, says he, and 
he claps his name to the treaty in no time. ,Ve made these second
class gentry shell out a considerable of cash, these few years past, on 
one excuse or anothrr, and frightened some on them, as the naked 
statue did the factory gall, into fits a'most. But the English we have 
to soft sawdrr, for thry've got little sloops of war, too, as well as we 
have; and not only shew their teeth, but bite like bull-dogs. We 
shampoo them,-you know what shampooing is, squire, dont YOll ? 
It is an Eastern custom, I think, said I: I have heard of it, but I 
do not retain a very distind recollection of the prilctice. Well, said 
the Clockmaker, I estimate I ought to know what it means anv 
how 1 for I carne plaguy nigh losin my life by it once. When i 
was gist twenty years old, I took it into my head I'd like togo to sea, 
-so father got me a berth of supercargo of a whaler at New Bedford, 
and away we went arter sperm; an amazin long voyage we had of 
it too-gone nearly three years. 'Yell, weput into Sandwich Island 
for refreshments; and says the captain, 'Spose we go and call on the 
queen! ~o all us cabin party 'wnt, and dressed ourselves up full 
fig, and were introduced in due form to the young queen. Well, she 
was a rael, right-down, pretty lookin heifer, and no mistake: well
dressed and wel! demeaned, and a plaguy sight clearer skin'd than 
some white folks-for they bathe every day a'most. Where you'd 
see one piece of furniture better than her, you'll see fifty worser 
ones, I know. 

What is your father, Mr Shleek? says she. A prince, marm, said 
I. And his'n ugly man's1 says she, p'intin to the captain. A prince 
too, said I, and all his party are princes; fathers all sovereigns to 
home,-no bigger men than them, neither there nor any where else 
in the IInivarsal world. Then, said she, you all dine wid me to-day; 
me proud to have de prinches to my table. 

If she didn't give us a rigular blow-out, it'sa pity, and the whole on 
us were more than half-seas over; for my part, the hot mulled wine 
actilly made me feel like a prince, and what put me in tip-top spirits 
was the idea of the hoax I played off on her about our hein princes; 
and then my rosy cheeks and youth pleased her fancy, so that she was 
uncommon civil to me-talked to no one else a'most. Well, when 
we rose from table (for she stayed there till the wine made her eyes 
twinkle ag'in), prince Shleek, said she, atakin o· my hand, and put
tin her saucy little mug close up to me (and she raelly did look pretty, 
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all smiles and swe·etness), Prince Shleek, wlll you have one shampoo? 
said she. A shampoo 1 said I ; to be sure I will, and thank you too; 
you are gist the girl I'd like to shampoo, and I clapt my arms round 
her neck, and gave her a buss that made all ring again. 'Vhat the 
devil are you at? said the captain, and he seized me round the waist 
and lugged me off. Do you want to lose your head, you fool, you'l 
said he: you've carried this joke too far already, without this romp
in-go aboard. It was lucky for me she had a wee drop in her eye 
herself--for arter the first scream she larfed ready to split; says she, 
No kissy, no kissy-shampoo is shampoo, but kissy is anoder ting. 
The noise brought the sarvants in, and says the queen, p'intin to 
me, 'shampoo him'-and they up with me, and into another room, 
and before I could say Jack Robinson, off went my clothes, and I 
was getting shampoo'd in airnest. It is done by a gentle pressure, 
and rubbin all over the body with the hand; it is delightful-that's 
a fact, and I was soon asleep. 

I was pretty well corned that arternoon, but still I knew what I 
was about; and recollected when I awoke the whisper of the captain 
at parlin-' Mind your eye, Slick, if ever you want to see Cape Cod 
ag'in.' So, airly next mornin, while it was quite moony yet, I went 
aboard, and the captain soon put to sea, but not before there came a 
boat-load of pigs and two bullocks off to 'Prince Shleek.' So ou r 
diplomatists shampoo the English, and put 'em to sleep. How beau
tiful they shampoo'd them in the fishery story. It was agreed we 
was to fish within three leagues of the coast; but then, says Jonathan, 
wood and water, you know, and shelter, when it blows like great 
guns, are rights of hospitality. You wouldn't refuse us a port in a 
storm, would you? so noble, so humane, so liberal, so confidin as 
you be. Certainly not, says John Bull; it would be inhuman to re
fuse either shelter, wood, or water. Well, then, if there was are a 
snug little cove not settled, disarted like, would you have any objec
tion to our dryin our fish there ?-they might spile, you know, so far 
from home ;-a little act of kindness like, that would bind us to you 
for ever and ever, and amen. Certainly, says John, it's very rea
sonable that-you are perfectly welcome-happy to oblige you. It 
was all we wanted, an excuse for enterin, and now we are in and out 
when we please and smuggle like all vengeance: got the whole trade 
and the whole fishery. It was splendidly "done, warn't it'? 

Well. then, we did manage the boundary line capitally too. We 
know we haven't got no title to that land-it 1vasn't given to us by 
tlte treaty, and it warn't in our possession when we declared illdepell
dCI/Cf' or made peace. But our maxim is, it is better to get things by 
treaty than by war; it is more Christian-like, and more intellectual. 
To gain that land, we asked the navigation of the St. Lawrence and 
the St. John, which we knew would n~er be grantcxl; but then it 

11 
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gave us somethin to concede on our part, and brag on as liberal, and it 
is nateral and right for the English to concede on their side somethin 
too,-so they will concede the disputed territory. 

Ah, squire, said he, your countrymen may have a good heart, and 
I believe they have; indeed, it would be strange if a full puss didn't 
make a full heart; but they have a most plaguy poor head, that's a 
fact.-This was rather too bad. To be first imposed upon and then 
ridiculed, was paying rather too heavy a penalty for either negligence 
or ignorance. There was unhappily too much truth ill the remark 
for me to join in the laugh. If your diplomatists, said I, have in one 
or two instances been successful by departing from the plain intel
ligible path, and resorting to flattery and cunning (arts in which I 
regret to say diplomatists of all nations are too apt to indulge), it is a 
course which carries its own cure; and, by raising suspicion and dis
trust, will hereafter impose difficulties in their way even when th~ir 
objects are legitimate and just. I should have thought that the lesson 
read on a celebrated occasion (which you doubtless remember) by 
Mr. Canning, would have dictated the necessity of caution for the 
future. Recollect that confidence once withdrawn is seldom restored 
a;;ain. You have, however, omitted to state your policy with 
Russia.-Oh I said he, Old Nick in the North is san'ed in the same 
way. 

Excuse me, said I (for I felt piqued), but if you will permit me I 
will suggest some observations to you relative to Russia that may not 
have occurred to you. Your diplomatists might address the Emperor 
thus: May it please your Majesty, there is an astonishing resemblance 
betwcen our two countries; in fact there is little or no difference ex
cept in name,-the same cast of countenance, same family likeness, 
same Tartar propensity to change abode. All extremes meet. You 
take off folk's heads without law, so do our mobs. You send fellows 
to Siberia, our mobs send them to the devil. No power on airth can 
restrain you, no power on airth can restrain our mobs. You make 
laws and break 'em as suits your convenience, so do our lynchers. 
You don't allow anyone to sport opinions you don't hold, or you stifle 
them and their opinions too. It's just so with us; our folks forbid all 
talkin about niggers; and if a man forgets himself, he is reminded of 
it by his head supportin his body instead of his heels. You have 
got a liquorish mouth for far tile lands beyond your borders, so have 
we; an~ yet both have got more land than tenants. You foment 
troubles among your neighbours, and then step in to kecp the peace, 
ami hold possession when you get there, so do we. You are a great 
slave holder, so are wc. Folks accuse you of stealin Poland, the 
same libellin villains accuse us of stealin Texas, and a desire to have 
Canada too; and yet the one is as much without foundation as the 
other. You plant eolonits in Tartar lands, and then drive out the 
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owners: we sarve the Indians the same way. You have extarmi
nated some of your enemies, we've extarminated some of ourn. Some 
folks say your empire will split to pieces-it's too big; the identical 
same prophecy they make of us, and one is just about as likely as the 
other. Every man in Russia must bow to the pictur of his Emperor; 
every man must bow to the pictur of our great nation, and swear 
through thick and thin he admires it more nor any thing on the face 
of the airth. Every man in Russia may say what he likes if he dare, 
so he may in the U-nited States. If foreign newspapers abusin Po
lish matters get into the Russian mail, the mail is broken open and 
they are taken out: if abolition papers get into the Southern mail, our 
folks break open the bags and burn 'em, as they did at Charleston. 
The Law institutes no enquiries in your dominions as to your acts 
of execution, spoliation, and exile; neither is thero any inquest 
with us on similar acts of our mobs. There is no freedom of the press 
with you, neither is there with us. If a paper offends you, you stop 
it: if it offends our sovereigns, they break the machinery, gut til\' 
house, and throw the types into the street; and if the printer escapes, 
he may thank God for giving him a good pair of legs. In short, they 
may say to him-it's generally allowed the freedom of one country 
is as like the despotism oCthe other as two peas-no soul could tell the 
difference; and therefore there ought to be an actual as there is a na
tural alliance between us. And then the cunnin critters, if they catch 
him alone where they won't be overheard, they may sof(sawder him, 
by tellin him they never knew befure the blessin of havin only olle 
tyrant instead of a thousand, and that it is an amendment they in
tended to propose to the constitution when they return home, and 
hope they'll yet live to see it. From this specimen, you may easily 
perceive that it requires no great penetration or ability to deceive 
even an acute observer whenever recourse is had to imagination for 
the facts. How far this parallel holds good I leave you to judge; I 
desire to offer you no offence, but I wish you to understand that all 
the world are not in love with your republican institutions or your 
people, and that both are better understood than you seem to suppose. 
Well, well, says he, I didn't mean to ryle you, I do assure you; but 
if you hav'n't made a good story out of a Southern mob or two, 
neither of which are half as bad as your Bristol riot or Irish frays, 
it's a pity. Arter all, said he, I don't know whether it wouldn't com
flort more with our dignity to go strait a head. I believe it's in po
litics as in other matters, lwnesty is tile best policy. 



THE CLOCKMAK:ER. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

Pl:TTING A FOOT IN IT. 

n~E amusing trait jn the Clockmaker's character was his love of 
contradiction. If you suggested any objection to the American go
vernment he immediately put himself on the defensive; and if hard 
pressed, extricated himself by changing the topic. At the same time 
he would seldom allow me to pass a eulogy upon it without affecting 
to consider the praise as misapplied, and as another instance of' our 
not understanding them: In the course of our conversation "I hap
pened to observe that the American government was certainly a very 
cheap one; and that the economy practised in the expenditure of the 
public revenue, tho' in some instances carried so far as to border 011 

meanness, was certaillly a yery just subject of national pride. Ah, 
said he. I always said, ' you don't understand us.' Now it happens 
that this is one of the few things, jf you were only availed of it, that 
YOIl could fault us in. It is about the most costly goyernment in the 
world, considering our means. 'Ve are actilly eat up by it-it is a 
most plaguy sore, and has spread so like statiee that it has got its root 
into the very core. Cheap government I-well, come, that beats aliI I 

I should like to know, said I, how you can make that appear, for 
the salaries paid to your public officers are not only small, but ab
solutely mean; and, in my opinion, wholly inadequate to procure the 
services of the best and most efficient men. 'Veil, said he, which 
costs most, to keep one good horse well, or half a dozen poor ones 
ill, or to keep ten rael complete good servants, or fifty lazy, idle, do
nothin critters? because that's gist our case,-we have too many of 
'em all together. We have twenty-four independent states, beside 
the general government; we have therefore twetJty-five presidents, 
twenty-five secretaries of state, twenty-five treasurers, twenty-five 
senates, twenty-five houses of representatives, and firty attorney ge
nerals, and all our legislators are paid, every soul of 'em; and so are 
our magistrates, for they all take fees and seek the office for pay, so 
that we have as many paid legislators as soldiers, and as many judges 
of all sorts and sizes as sailors in our navy. Put all these expenses 
together, of state government, and general government, and see wbat 
an awful sum it comes to, and then tell me it's a cheap govern
ment. True, said I, but you have not that enormous item of ex
penditure known in England under the name of half pay. We have 
nlore officers of tlte navy on half pay than you have in your navy al-
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to.gether. So much the better for you, says he, for ourn are all on full 
pay, and when they ain't employed we set 'em down as absent on leave. 
Which costs the most, do you suppose? That comes of not callin 
things by their right names, you see. Our folks know this, but our 
popularity seekin patriots have all their own interest in muItiplyin 
these offices; yes, our folks have put their foot in it; that's a fact. 
They cling to it as the bear did to Jack Fogler's mill-saw, and I guess 
it will sarve them the same way. Did I never tell you that are story? 
for I'm most afeard sometimes I've got father's fashion of teIlin my 
stories over twice. No, said I, it, is new to me; I have never heard 
it. Well says he, I will tell you how it was. 

Jack Fogler lives to Nictau-road, and he keeps a saw-mill and 
tavern; he's a sneezer that feller; he's near hand to seven feet high, 
with shoulders as broad as a barn-door; h.e is a giant, that's a fact, 
and can' twitch a mill-log as easy as a yoke of oxen can--nothin 
never stops him. But that's not all, for I've seen a man as big as 
all out doors afore him; but he has a foot that beats all-folks call 
him the man with the foot. The first time I seed him I ~ould not 
keep my eyes off of it. I actilly could not think of any thing else. 
'Veil, says I, Jack, ylmr foot is a whopper, ~hat's a fact; I never 
seed the beat of that ill all my born days,-it beats Gasper Zwicher's 
all holler, and his is so big, folks say he has to haul his trousers on 
over his head. Yes, says he, lawyer Yule says it passes all under
standin. Well, he has a: darter most as big as he is, but for all that 
she is near about as pretty a gall as I ever laid eyes on, but she has 
her father's foot; and, poor thing, she can't bear to hear tell of it. 
I mind once when I came there, there was no one to home, and I 
had to see to old Clay myself; and arter I had done, I went in and 
sot down by the fire and lighted a cigar. Arter a while in come Lucy, 
looking pretty tired. Why, said I, Lucy, dear, where on airth have 
you been? you look pretty well beat out. Why, says she, the bears 
are plaguy thick this while past, and have killed some of our sheep, 
so I went to the woods to drive the flock home ag'in night-fall, and, 
fogs! I lost my way. I've been gone ever so long, and I don't know 
as I'd even afound my way out ag'in, if I hadn't a met Bill Zink 
alookin up his sheep, and he shewed me the way out. 

Thinks I to myself, let the galls alone for an excuse; I see how 
the cat jumps. Well, says I, Lucy, you are about the luckiest gall I 
ever seed. Possible, says she ;-how's that? Why, says J, many's 
the gall I've known that's lost her way with a sweetheart afore now, 
and got on the wrong track; but you're the first one ever J seed that 
got put on the right way by one, any how. Well, she larfed, and 
says she, you men always suspect evil; it shows how bad you must 
be yourselves. Perhaps it may be so, says I, but mind your eye, 
a..nd take care you don't put ?lour foot in it. She look€d at me the 
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malter of a minute or so without sayin a word, and then burst out 
acryin. She said, if she had such an awful big fool, it warn't her 
fault, and it was very onkind to larf at it to her face-that way. 
Well, I felt proper sorry too, you may depend, for I vow she was so 
oncommon ha·ndsom, I had never noticed that big foot of hern till 
then. I had hardly got her pacified when in come Jack, with two 
halves of a hear, and threw 'em down on the floor, and larfed ready 
to kill himself. I never see the beat 0' that, said he, since I was 
raised from a seedlin. I never see a feller so taken in in all Illy life 
-that's a fact. 'Yhy, says I, what is it'l It was some time afore 
he could speak ag'in for larfin-for Jack was considerable in the 
wind, pretty nearly half shaved. At last, says he, you know my 
failin, Mr. Slick: I like a drop of grog better than it likes me. 
'Yell, when the last rain came, and the brook was pretty consider
able full, I J,ag'dJor a month (that is, said the Clockmaker, he had 
taken an oath 10 abstain from drawing liquor from the keg-they 
calls it kaggin), and my kag was out to-day at twelve o'clock. Well, 
I had just got a log on the ways when the sun was on the twelve 
o'clock line, so I stops the mill and takes out my dinner, and sets it 
down on the log, and then runs up to the house to draw olT a bottle of 
rum. 'Yhen I returned, and was just about to enter the mill, what 
should I sre bul that are Lear asittin on the pine stick in the mill 
aeatin lIl" my dinner, so I gist backs out, takes a good swig out of the 
hottie, and lays it down, to run off home for the gun, when, says I 
to myself, says I, he'll make a plaguy sight shorter work of that are 
(Iinner than 1 would, and when he's done he'll not wait to wipe his 
mouth with the towel neither. May be he'll be gone afore I gets 
back, so I gist crawls under the mill-pokes up a stick thro' the 
j'ice, and starts the plug, and sets Ihe mill agoin. Well, the motion 
was so easy, and he was so busy, he never moves, and arter a little 
the saw just gives him a scratch on the back; well, he growls and 
shoves forward a bit on his rump; preseRtiy it gives him another 
scratch, with that he wheels short round and lays right hold of it, and 
gives it a most devil of a hug with his paws, and afore he knowed 
what he was about it pinned him down and sawed him right in two, 
he squelin and kickin and singin out like a good feller the whole 
Llessed time. Thinks I, It,. }'II/ his foot in it, that feller, any how. 

Yes, our folks have put their foot in it; a cheap article ain't 
always the best; if you want a rael right down first chop, genu1vine 
thing, you must pay for it. Talent and integrity ain't such common 
things anywhere, that they are to be had for half nothin. A man 
that has them two things can go a-head anywhere, and jf you want 
him to give up his own consarns to see ;uter those of the public, and 
don't give him the fair market price for 'em, he is plaguy apt to put 
his integrity in his pocket, and put his talents 'to usury. What he 
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loses one way he makes up another; if he can't get it out of his pay, 
he takes it Qut of parquesites, jobs, patronage, or somethiri or an
other. Folks won't sarve the public for nothin, no more than they 
will each other free-gratis. An honest man won't take office, if it 
won't support him properly, but a dishonest one will, 'cause he won't 
stand about trifles, but goes the whole figur-and where you have a 
good many such critters as public sarvants-why, a little slip of the 
pen or trip of the foot, ain't thought nothin of, and the tone of public 
feelin is lowered, till at last folks judge of a man's dishonesty by the 
'cuteness of it. If the slight-o' -hand ain't well done, they say, when 
he is 'detected, he is a fool-cuss him it sarves him right; but if it is 
done so slick that you can't hardly see it even when it's done afore 
your eyes, people say, a fine bold stroke that-splendid business 
talent-that man-considerable powers-a risin character,-eend by 
bein a great man in the long run. 

You recollect the story of the quaker and his insurance, don't you? 
He had a vessel to sea that he hadn't heerd of for a considerable 
time, and he was most plaguily afeerd she had gone for it; so he 
sent an order to his broker to insure her. 'Veil, next day he larnt 
for sartain that she was lost, so what does he do but writes to his 
broker, as if he meant to save the premium by recallin the order: 
If thee hast not insured, thee need'st not do it, esteemed friend, for 
I have heerd of the vessel. The broker, thinkin it would be all 
clear gain, falls right into the trap; tells him his letter came too late, 
for he had effected the insurance half an hour afore it arrived. 
Verily, I am sorry for thee, friend, said the quaker, if that be the 
case, for a heavy loss will fall on thee; of a sartainty I have heerd of 
the vessel, but she is lost. Now that was what I call handsom; it 
showed great talents that, and a knowledge of human natur and 
soft sawder. 

I thought, said I, that your annual parliaments, universal suffrage, 
and system of rotation of office, had a tendency to prevent corruption, 
by removing the means and the opportunity to any extent. 'Well, it 
would, perhaps, to a certain point, said the Clockmaker, if you knew 
where that point was, anti could stop there; but wherever it is, I 
am afeerd we have passed it. Annual parliaments bring in so many 
raw hands every year, that they are gist like pawns in the game of 
chess, onlv fit for tools to move about and count while the game is 
played by the bigger ones. They get so puzzled-the critters, with 
the forms 0' the house, that they put me in mind of a feller standin 
up for the first time in a quadrille. One tells him to cross over here, 
and afore he gets there another calls him back ag'in ; one pushes him 
to the right, and another to the left; he runs ag'in every body, and 
every body runs ag'in him; he treads on the heels of the galls, and 
takes their skin and their shoes off, and they tread on his toes, and 
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return the compliment to his corns; he is no good in natur, except 
to bother folks and put them out. The old hands that have been 
there afore, and cut their eye-teeth, know how to bam these critters, 
and make 'em believe the moon is made of green cheese. That gives 
great power to the master movers, and they are enabled to spikelate 
I,landsum in land stock, bank stock, or any other corporate stock, for 
they can raise or depress the article gist as they please by legislative 
action. 

There was a grand legislative speck made not long since, called 
t,he pre-emption speck. A law was passed, that all who had settled 
on government lands without title, should have a right of pre
emption at a very reduced price, below common upset sum, if appli
cation was madc on a particular day. The jobbers watched the law 
very sharp, and the moment it passed, off they sot with their gangs 
of men and a magistrate, camped out all night on the wild land, 
made the affidavits of settlement, and run on till they went over 
a'most-a deuce of a tract of country, that was al\ picked out afore
hand for them; then returned their affidavits to the office, got the 
land at pre-emption rate, and turned right round and sold it at 
market price-pocketed the difference-and nelted a most handsum, 
thing by the spec. 

Them pet banks was another splendid affair; it deluged the land 
with corruption that,-it was too bad to think on. When the govern
ment is in the many, as with us, and rotation of office is the order 
of the day, there is a nateral tendency to multiply .offices, so that 
everyone can get his share of ' em, and it increases expenses, breeds 
office-seekers, and corrupts the whole mass. It is in politics as in 
farmin,-one large farm is worked at much less expense and much 
greater profit, and is better in many ways, than half a dozen small 
ones; and tho head farmer is a more 'sponsiblo man, and be Iter to 
do in the world, and more influence than the small fry. Things are 
}Jetter done too on his farm-the tools are better: the teams are 
better, and the crops are better: it's better altogether. Our first
rate men ain't in politics with us. It don't pay 'em, and they won't 
go thro' the mill for it. Our principle is to consider all public men 
rogues, and to watch 'em well that they keep straight. Well, I ain't 
jist altogether certified that this don't help to make 'em rogues; 
where there is no confidence, thaI' c(ln be no honesty .. locks and keys 
are good things, but if you can't never trust a sarvant with a key he 
don't think the better of his master for all his suspicions, and is 
plaguy apt to get a key of his own. Then they do get such a drill thro' 
the press, that no man that thinks any great shakes of himself can 
stand it. A feller must have a hide as thick as a bull's to bear all 
the lashing our puhlic men get the whole blessed time and if he 
,~an bear it without winkin, it's more perhaps than his f;mily ca~. 
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There's nothin ill office that's worth, it. So our best men ain't in 
office-they can't submit to it. 

I knew a judge of the state court of New York, a first chop man 
too, give it up, and take the office of clerk ill the identical same court. 
He said he couldn't afford to be a judge; it was only them who 
couldn't make a livin by their practice that it would suit. No, 
squire, it would be a long story to go through the whole thing; but 
we ain't the cheapest government in the world,-that's a fact. 'Vhen 
you come to visit us and go deep into the matter, and see general 
government and state government, and local taxes and gineral taxes, 
although the items are small, the sum total is a'most a swingin large 
one, I tell you. You take a shop account, and read it over. Well, 
the thing appears reasonable enough, and cheap enough; but if you 
have been arunnin in and out pretty often, and goin the whole 
figur, add it up to the bottom, and if it don't make you stare and look 
corner ways, it's a pity. 

What made me first of all think 0' these things, was seein how 
they got on in the colonies: why, the critters don't pay no taxes at 
all a'most-they actilly don't desarve the name 0' taxes. They 
don't know how well they're off-that's sartin. I mind when I 
used to be agrumblin to home when I was a body about knee high 
to a goose or so, father used to say, Sam, if you want to know how 
tp valy home, you should go abroad for a while among strangers. 
It ain't all gold that glitters, my boy. You'd soon find out what a 
nice home you've got; for mind what I tell you, home is home, 
however homely,-that's a fact. These Blue-noses ought to be jist 
sent away from home a little while; if they were, when they returned, 
I guess, they'd larn how to valy their location. It's a lawful colony 
this,-things do go on rig'lar,-a feller can rely on law here to de
fend his property,-he needn't do as I seed a squatter to Ohio do 
once. I had stopt at his house one day to bait my horse; and in 
the course of conversation about matters and things in gineral, says 
I, What's your title 'l is it from government or purchased from set
tlers?-I'll tell you, Mr. Slick, he says, what my title is,-and he 
went in and took his rifle down and brought it to the door. Do you 
see that are hen, said he, with the topknot on, afeedin by the fence 
there?-Yes, says I, I do.-Well, says he, see that; and he put a 
ball right through the head of it. That, said he, I reckon is my 
title; and that's the way I'll sarve any tarnation scoundrel that goes 
for to meddle with it. Says I, if that's your title, depend on it you 
won't have many'fellers troublin you with claims.-I rather guess 
not, said he, larfin; and the lawyers won't be over forrard to buy 
such claims on spekilation,-and he wiped his rifle, reloaded her, and 
~ung her up ag'in. There's nothin of that kind here. 
~t as touchin the matter 0' cheap government, why, .it's as well 
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as not for our folks to hold out that ourn is so; but the truth is, 
atween you and me, though I wouldn't like you to let on to anyone 
I said so, the truth is, somehow or another, 1Vc've put our foot in it 
-that's a fact. 

CHAPTER XLVII. 

l::-'I;I.ISJI .\lUSTUCI\.\C\, .\I'm Y.\NKEE lI080CR.\CY. 

\VUEN we have taken our tower, said the Clockmaker, I estimate 
I will return to the U-nited States for good and all. You had ought 
to yisit ollr great nation, you may depend: it's the most splendid 
location atw('en the poles. History can't show nothin like it: you 
might bile all f"feation down to an essence, and not get such a concrete 
as New England. It's a sight to behold twehe millions of free and 
enlightened citizens, and I guess we shall have all these provinces, 
and all South America. There is no eend to us; old Rome, that folks 
made such a louss about, was nothin to us-it warn't fit to hold a 
candle to our federal government,-that's a fact. I intend, said 
I, to do so before I go to Europe, and may perhaps avail myself of 
your kind offer to accompany me. Is an Englishman well received 
in your country now? Well, he is now, said Mr. Slick; Lhe last 
war did that; we licked the British into a respect for us : and if it 
warn't that they are so plaguy jealous of our factories, and so invyus 
of our freedom, I guess we should be considerable sociable, but they 
can't stomach our glorious institutions no how. They don't under
stand us. Fathcr and our minister used to have great arguments 
about the British. Father hated them like pyson, as most of our 
revolutionary heroes did; but minister used to stand up for 'em con
siderable stiff. , 

I mind one evenin arter hay harvest, father said to me, Sam, said 
he, 'sJlose we go down and see minister; I guess he's a little milfey 
with me, for I brought him up all standin t'other night by sayin the 
English were a damned overbearin tyrannical race, and he hadn't 
another word to say. When you makc use of such language as that 
are, Colonel Slick, said he, there's an eend of all conversation.-I 
allow it is very disrespectful to swear afore a minister, and very on
handsum to do so at all, and I don't approbate such talk at no rate. 
So we will drop the subject if you please. Well, I got pretty grumpy 
too, and we parted in a huff. I think myself, says father, it warn't 
pretty to swear afore him; for Sam, if there is a good man agoin it 
is minister,-that's a fact. Bllt, Sam, says h(', we military men,
and he straightened himself up considerahk stiff, ancl pulled up his 
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collar, and looked as fierce as a Iion,-we military men, says he, have 
a habit of rappin ONt an oath now and then. Very few of our heroes 
didn't swear; I recollect that tarnation fire-eater, Gineral Gates, 
when he was in our sarvice, ordered me once to attack a British oul
post, and I didn't much more than half like it. Gineral, says I, 
there's a plaguy stone wall there, and the British have lined it, I 
guess; and I 'm athinkin it ain't altogether gist safe to go too near it. 
D-m-n,-Captain Slick, says h(',-(I was gist made a Captain 
then)-d-m-n,-Caplain Slick, says he, ain't there two sides to a 
stone wall? Don't let me hear the like ag'in from you, said he, 
Captain, or 1 hope I may be tetotally and elTectually d-d if I don't 
break you-I I will, by gosh I He warn't a man to be trifled with, 
you may depend; so I drew up my company, and made at the wall 
double quick, expectin every minit would be our last. 

Gist as we got near the fence, I heerd a scramblin and a scuddin 
behind it, and I said, now, says I, for'ard, my boys, for your li\es I 
hot foot, and down onder the fence on your bellies! and then w(' 

shall be as safe as they be, and p'rhaps we can loophole 'em. Well, 
we gist hit it, and got there without a shot, and down on our faces 
as flat as flounders. Presently we heerd the British run for dear Iifc, 
and take right back across the road, full split. Now, says I, my 
hearties, up and let drive at 'em, right over the wall I 'Veil, we got 
onour knees, and cocked our guns, so as to have all ready, and thrn 
we jump'd up an eend; and seein nothin but a f:reat cloud 0' dust, 
we fi'red right into it, and down we heerd 'em tumble; and when the 
dust clear'd 01T, we saw the matter 0' twenty white breeches turncd 
up to us sprawlin on the ground. Gist at that moment we heerd tlm'(' 
cheers from the inemy at the fort, and a great shout of larfin from 
our army too; they haw-hawed like thunder. Well, says I, as soon 
as I could see, if that don't bang the bush. I'll be darn'd if it 
ain't a flock of sheep belongin to Elder Solomon LongstalT, arter all, 
-and if we ain't killed the matter of a score of 'em too, as dead as 
mutton; that's a fact. Well, we returned considerable down in the 
mouth, and says the gineral, captain, says he, I guess you made the 
enemy look pretty sheepish, didn't you? Well, if the officers didn't 
larf, it's a pity; and says a Varginy officer that was there, in a sort 
of half-whisper, that wall was well lined, you may depend-sheep on 
one side and asses on the other! Says I, stranger, you had better 
not say that are ag'in, or 1 'II--Gi ntiemen, says the gineral, resarve 
your heat for the inemy; no quarrels among ourselves-and he rode 
01T, havin first whispered in my ear, Do you hear, captain, d-n 
you I there are two sides to a wall. Yes, says I gi neral, and two 
sides to a story too. And don't, for gracious' sake, say any morc 
about it. Yes, we military men all swears a fcw,-it's the practice 
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of the camp, and seems kinder nateral. But I'll go and make friends 
with minister. 

Well, we walked down to Mr. Hopewell's, and we. found him in a 
little summer house, all covered over with honeysuckle, as busy as 
you please with a book he was astudyin, and as soon as he seed us 
he laid it down and came out to meet us. Colonel Slick, says he, 
lowe you an apology, I believe; I consait I spoke too abrupt to you 
folller evenin. I ought to have made some allowance for the ardour 
of one of our military heroes. Well, it took falher all aback that, for 
he know'd it was him that was to blame, and not minister, so he 
began to say that it was him that ought to ax pardon; but minister 
wouldn't hear a word,-(he was all h.umility was minister-he had 
110 more pride than a babel-and says he, Come, colonel, walk in 
and sit down here, and we will see if we cannot muster a bottle of 
cider for you, for I take this "isit very kind of you. Well, he brought 
out the cider, and we sot down quite sociable like. Now, says he, 
colonel, what news have you? 

Well, says father, neighbour Dearbourn tells me that he heerd 
from excellent authority that he can't doubt, when he was to England, 
that King George the Third has been dead these two years: but his 
ministers darsen't let the people know it, for fear of a revolution; so 
they have given out that he took the loss of these States so much to 
heart, and frelted and carried on so about it, that he ain't able to do 
business no more, and that they are obliged to keep him included. 
They say the people want to have a government gist like ourn, but 
the lords and great folks won't let 'em,-and that if a poor man lays 
by a few dollars, the nobles send and take it right away, for fear they 
should buy powder and shot with it. It's awful to think on, ain't it? 
I allow the British are about the most enslaved, oppressed, ignorant, 
and miserable folks on the face of creation. 

You mustn't believe all you hear, said minister; depend upon it, 
there ain't a word of truth in it. I ha ve been a good deal in Eng
land, and I do assure you, Ihey are as free as we be, and a most 
a plaguy sight richer, stronger, and wiser. Their government con
venes them better Ihan ourn would, and I must say there be some 
things in it I like better than ourn too. Now, sa~ s he, colonel, I'll 
p'int out to you where they have a'most an amazin advantage over 
us here in America. First of all, there is the King on his throne, 
an hereditary King,-a born King,-the head of his people, and not 
the head of a party; nol supported, right or wrong, by one side be
('ause they chose him,-nor hated and oppressed, right or wrong, by 
t'other because they don't vote for him; but loved and supported by 
all because he is their King; and regarded by all with a feelin we 
don't know nolhin of in our country,-a fcelin of loyalty. Yes, says" 
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father, and they don't care whether it's a man, woman, or child;
the ignorant, benighted critters. They are consitlerable sure, says 
minister, he ain't a rogue at any rate. 

Well, the next link in the chain--(Chains enough, poor wretches r 
says father; but it's good enough for 'em tho', I guess)-Well, the 
next link in the chain is the nobility, independent of the crown on 
one side, and the people on the other; a body distinguished for its 
wealth,-its learnin,-its munificence,-its high honour,-and all ' 
the great and good qualities that ennoble the human hear!. Yes, 
says father, and yet they can sally out 0' their castles, seize travellers, 
and rob 'em of all they have; hav'n't they got the whole country 
enslaved ?-the debauched,profligate, effeminate, tyrannical gang as 
they be; and see what mean offices they do fill about the King's 
parson. They put me in mind of my son Eldad when he went to 
larn the doctors' trade,-they took him the first winter to the dis
sectin room. So in the spring, says I, Eldad, says I, how do YOll 

get on? Why, says he, father, I've only had my first lesson yet. 
W'hat is that? says I. Why, says'he, when the doctors are dissectin 
of a carcass of cold meat (for that's the name a subject goes by), I 
have to stand by 'em and keep my hands clean, to wipe their noses, 
give 'em snuff, and light cigars for 'em ;-and the snuff sets 'em 
asneezin so, I have to be awipin of their noses everlastinly. It's a 
dirty business, that's a fact ;-but dissectin is a dirty affair, [ guess, 
altogether. Well, by all accounts the nobility fill offices as mean as 
the doctors' apprentices do the first winter. 

I tell you, these are mere lies, says minister, got up here by a party 
to influence liS ag'in the British. Well, weill said father, go on, 
and he threw one leg over the other, tilted back in his chair, folded 
his arms over his breast, and looked as detarmined as if he thought 
-now you may gist talk till you are hoarse, if you like, but you 
won't convince me, I can tell you. Then there is an Established 
Church, containin a body 0' men distinguished for their piety and 
!arnin, uniform practice, Christian lives, and consistent conduct: 
gist a beach that keeps off the assaults of the waves 0' infidelity and 
enthusiasm from the Christian harbour within-the great bulwark 
and breakwater that protects and shelters Protestantism in the world. 
Oh dear r Oh dear! said father, and he looked over to me, quite 
streaked, as much as to say, Now, Sam, do only hear the nonsense 
that are old critter is atalkin of: ain't it horrid? Then there is the 
gentry, and a fine, honorable, manly, hospitable, independent race 
they be; all on 'em suns in their little spheres, iIluminatin, warmin, 
and cheerin all within their reach. Old families, attached to all 
around them, and all attached to them, both them and the people 
recollectin that there have been twenty generations of ' em kind land
]ords, good neighbours, liberal patrons, indulgent masters; or if any 
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01 'em went abroad, heroes by field and by flood. Yes, says father, 
and they carried back somethin to brag on from Bunker's Hill, I 
',uess, didn't they? We spoilt the pretty faces of some of their land
lords, that hitch, any how,-ay, and their tenants too; hang me if 
we didn't. When I was at Bun--

Then there is the professional men, rich marchants, and opulent 
factorists, all so many out-works to the king, and all to be beat 
down afore you can get at the throne. 'Yell, all these blend and 
mix, and are entwined and inkrwoyen together, and make that great, 
harmonious, beautiful, social, and political machine, the British 
constitution. The children of nobles ain't nobles-(I guess not, 
says father,-why should they be? ain't all men free and equal? 
read Jefferson's declara--)-but they have to mix with the com
mons, and become commoners themselves, and part of the great 
general mass-land enough Lo I'yson thewhole mass too, said father, 
gist yeast enough to farment it, and spile the whole batch) .-Quite 
the reyarse, says minister; to use a homely simile, it's like a piece 
of fat pork thrown into a boilin kettle of maple syrup: it checks the 
bubblin and makes the boilin subside, and not run over. Well, 

. you see, by the House 0' Lords geUin recruits from able commoners, 
and the commoners geUin recruits from the young nobility, by in
termarriage-and by the f,;radual branchin olf of the young people 
of both sexes, it becomes the people's 1/o"i!ily, and not the· king's 
rlOl)ilil!!, sympathisin \\ilh both, but independent of either. That's 
gist the difference 'al\\'een them and foreigners on the Continent; 
that's the secret of their power, popularity, and strength. The king 
leans on 'em, and the people leans on 'em-they are the key-stonL' 
of the arch. They don't stand alone, a high cold snowy peak, a' 
overlookin of the world beneath, and a!hrowin a dark deep SIHldow 
o'er the rich and fertile regions below it. They ain't like the cornish 
of a room, prdty to look at, but of no airthly use whatever; a thing 
YOll could pull away, and leave the room slandin, gist as well with
out, but they are the pillars of the state-the floated, and grooved, 
and carved, and ornamental, but solid pillars-you can't take away 
the pillars, or the state comes down-you can't cut out the flootin, 
or groovin, or carvin, for it's in so deep you'd have to cut the pillars 
away to nothin a'most to get it out. Well, says father, araisin of 
his voice till he screamed, have you nothin, sir, to praise to home, 
sir? I think you whitewashed that British sepulchre of rottenness 
and corruption, that House 0' Lords, pretty well, and painted the 
harlot's eldest darter, till she looks as flarnty as the old one of Babylon 
herself; let's have a touch o' your brush to home now, will you? 
YOll don't onderstand Illl' yet, Colonel Slick, said he; I want to show 
you somethin in the workin 0' the Hlachinery you ain't thought of, 
I know. Now, you SCP, roloncl, all these parts I described are 
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checks we ain't got-(and I trust in God we never shall, says father 
-we want no check-nothin can neyer stop us, but the limits 0' 

creation)-and we ain't provised any in their place, and I don't sec 
what on airth we shall do for these drag-chains on popular opinion. 
There's noUlin here to make it of,-nothin in the natur of things to 
substitute,-nothin invented, or capable of the wear-and-tear, if in
vented, that will be the least morsel of use in the'world. Explain 
what you mean, for gracious sake, says falher, for I don't onder
stand one word of what you are asayin of: who dares talk of chains 
to popular opinion of twelve million of free and enli~h tened citizens? 
Well, says minister, gist see here, colonel, instead of all these gra
dations and circles, and what not, they've got in England-each 
havin its own principle of action, harmonizin with one another, yet 
essentially independant-we got but one class, one mass, one people. 
Some natur' llas made a little smarter than others, and ~ome educa
tion has distinguished; some are a little richer, some a little poorer
but still we have nothin but a mass, a populace, a people; all alike in 
great essentials, all havin the same power, same rights, same privi
leges, and of course same feelins: -call it what you I/'ill, it's <I 

populace, in fact. 
Our name is Legion, says father, ajumpin up in a great rage. Yes, 

sir, legion is our name-we have twelve millions of freemen, ready 
tn march to the utmost limits 0' creation, and fight the devil hims,~lf 
if he was there, with all his hosts; and I'm the man to lead 'em, sir; 
I'm the boy that gist will do it. Rear rank, take open order, right 
shoulders for'ard,-march I And the old man begun to step out as 
if he was aleadin of 'em on their way ag'in old Nick,-whistling 
Yankee-doodle all the time, and lookin as fierce as if he could whip 
his weight in wild eats. Well, says minister, I guess you won't hale 
to go quite so far to find the devils to fight with as the eend of crea
tion neither; you'll find them nearer to borne than you're athinkin 
on some 0' these days, you may depend. But, colonel, our people 
present one smooth, unbroken surface-do you see?-of the same 
uniform materials, which is acted on all Ol't'r alike by (lilt' illlpu/;;e. 

U's like a lake. Well, one gust 0' wind sweeps all over it, and puts 
all in agitation, and makes the waters look angry and dangerous
(and shaller waters makes the ugliest seas always). Well, as soon 
as the squall is over, what a'most a beautiful pitchin and heavin there 
is for a while, and then down it all comes as calm and as stagnant 
and tiresome as you please. That's our case. 

There is nothin to check popular commotion here, nothin to in
fluence it for good, but much to influence it for evil. There is one 
tone and one key here; strike the octaves where you like, and when 
you like, and they all accord. 

The press can lash us up to a fury here in two twos any day, be-
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cause a chord struck at Maine vibrates in Florida, and when once 
roused,and our dander fairly up, where are the bodies above all this 

commotion, that can soften, moderate, control, or even influence it? 
The law, we see, is too feeble; people disregard it; the clergy can't, 
for if they dare to disagree with their flocks, their flocks drive 'em 
out of the pastur' in little less than half no time; the legislators can't, 
rnr they are parts of the same turbid water themselves; the pr«Jsi
dent can't, for he is nothin but a heap of froth thrown up by con
flictin eddies at the central point, and floats with the stream that 
generated him. He has no motion of himself, no locomotive power. 
It ain't the drift-log that directs the river to the sea, but the river that 
carries the drift-log on its back. Now in England, a Iyin, agitatin, 
wicked press, demagogues and political jugglers, and them sort 0' 

rattle, finds a check in the Executive, the great, the larned, the 
virtuous, the prudent, and lhe well-established nobility, church, and 
gentry. It can't deceive them, they are too well informed j-it can't 
agitate them, for they don't act from impulse, but from reason. It 
can't oyerturn 'em, for they are too strong. Nothin can move so 
manv tlifTerent bodies but somethin genU1vine and good, somethin 
that ~omes recommcntled by common sense for the public weal by 
its intrinsic excellence. Then the clergy bless it, the nobles sanc
tion it, and the king executes it. It's a well-constructed piece 0' 

machinery that, colonel, and I hope they won't go adabblin too 
much with it,-there's lIothin like leUI-ill all's 1(-ell alone. 

I'll suppose a case now :-If the French in Canada were to rebel 
-as they will, like that priest that walked on crutches till they 
decled him Pope, and when he got into the chair he up crntches and 
let 'em fiy at the heads of the cardinals, and told 'em to clear out, 
or he'd kick 'em out,-they'll rebel as soon as they can walk alone, 
for the British have made 'em a French colony instead of an English 
one, and then they'll throwaway their crutches. If they do rebel, 
see if our people don't go to war, Iho' the government is to peace. 
They'll do gist as they please, and nothin can stop 'em. What do 
they care for a President's proclamation, or a marshal's advertise
ments? they'd lynch one, or tar and feather the other of those chaps 
as quick as wink, if they dared to stand in the way one minit. No; 
we want the influence of an independant united clergy-of a gentry, 
of an upper class, of a permanent one too,-of a somethin or another, 
in short, we hav'n't got, and I fear never will get. What Mtlle 
check we had in ·Washington's time is now lost; our senate has de
generated into a mere second house of representatives; our legislators 
me nothin but speakin trumpets for the mobs outside to yell and howl 
thro. The British Government is like it~ oak; it has its roots spread 
out far and wide, and is supported and nourished on all sides, besides 
its tap-roots that run right straight. down into the ground-(for all 
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hard-wood tre~s haye tap-roots, you know,. 'Veil, when a popnl~r 
st~rm comes, It bends to the blast, do you see'l till its fury is spent; 
-It ge.ts a few leaves shook down, and perhaps a rotten branch or 
t~"o tWisted off; but when ~he storm is o'er there it i, ag'in bolt up
fl"ht-as straight and as sllIT as a poker. But our government is like 

,one of our forest trees,-all top and no branches, or downward roots, 
but a long, slim stalk, with a broom-head, fed by a few superficial 
fibres, the air and the rain; and when the popular gust comes it 
blows it right over,-a great, onwieldy windfall, smashin all afore 
it, and breakill itself all up to pieces. It's too holler and knotty to 
sa.w or to ~plit, or to rip, and too shaky to plane, or to do any thin 
\\lth-allits strength lies in growin close alongside of others; but it 

. grows too quick, and too thick, to be strong. It has no illtrinsil' 
strength :-some folks to England ain't up to this themselves, and 
raelly talk like fools .. They talk as if they \Yere in a republic instead 
of a limited monarchy. If (wer they 'get upsot, mark my words, 
colonel, the squall won't come out of royalty, aristocracy, or prelacy, 
but out 0' democracy,-and a plaguy squally sea democracy is, [ tell 
you: wind gets up in a minit; you can't show a rag of sail to it, and 
if you don't keep a bright look-out, and shorten sail in time, you're 
wrecked or swamped afore you know where you be. I'd rather lile 
onder an absolute monarch any day than in a democracy, r'lr one 
tyrant is better nor a thousand; oppression is better nor anarchy, and 
hard law better nor no law at all. Minister, says father (and he pllt 
his hands on his knees, and rose up slowly, lilliit' strelched himself 
all out), I have sot here and heerd more abuse of our ;,:rcat nation, 
and our free and enlightened citizens, from you this ('\ 'nin, than I 
ever thought I could have taken from any livin soul breathin; it's 
more than I can clcverly swaller, or disgest ci,ther, I tell you. 

Now, sir, says he, and he brought his I\\"o heels close to.~rther, ami 
taking hold of his coat-tail with his left hand, brought his right hand 
slowly round to it, and then lifted it gradually up as if he was drawin 
out a sword,-and now, sir, said hc, mal,in a lounge into the air 
with his arm,-now, sir, if you were 1I0t a clergyman, you should 
answer it to me \\"ith your life-you should, I snore. Its nothin 
but your cloth protects you, and an old fril)ndship that has subsisted 
atween us for many years. You revolulionnry Ill'l'ocs. colo.I!'I, says 
minister, smilin, are covered with too much glory to requi!'e any aid 
from private quarrels: put up your sword, colonel, put it up, my 
good friend, and let us see how the cyder is. I. have ttlkell so much 
my mouth feels considerably rusty about the IlInge:, 1 \ow. I. sues .• 
",e had, says father, quite mollified by that arc httle rc,olut!on~ry 
hcro,-and I will sheathe it; and he went thro the form of puth.ng 
a sword into the scabbard, and retched his two hands tOi:!clher wIlli 
a click that sounded amazinly like the raellhin[!, ~'ill )'our glass, 
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colonel, says minister, flll your glass, and I will give you a toast:
lvfay our government never degenerate into a mob, nor our mobs 
grow strong enough to become our government. . 

CHAPTER XLVIII. 

TilE CONFESSIONS OF A DEPOSED MINISTER. 

SINCE I parted with you, squirr, at Windsor,last fall, I've been to 
home. There's been an awful smash among the banks in the States, 
-they've been blowed over, and snapped off, and torn up by the 
roots like the pines to the southward in a tornado :-awful work, you 
may depend. Everything prostrated as flat as if it had been chopped 
with an axe for the fire; it's the most dismal sight [ ever beheld. 
Shortly after I left you I got a letter from Mr. Hopewell, atellin of 
me there was a storm abrewin, and advisin of me to come to home 
as soon as possible, to see arter my stock in the Slickville bank, for 
they were carryin too much sail, and he was e'en a'most certain it 
would capsize when the squall struck it. 'Veil, I rode night and 
day; I nearly killed old Clay and myself too (I left the old horse to 
St. John's) ; but I got there in time, sold out my shares, and gist 
secured myself, when it failed tetotally,-it won't pay five cents to 
the dollar; a total wrack, stock and fluke. Poor old minister, he is 
nearly used up; he is small potatoes now, and fllw in a hill. It made 
me feel quite streaked to see him, for he is a rae I good man, a genu
'1/';111' primiti\e Chris-tian, and one of the old schoo!' Why, Sam, 
said he, how do you do, my boy? The sight of you is actilly good 
for sore eyes. Oh I I am glad to see you once more afore I go; it 
does me good-it happifies me, it does, I vow-for you always seemed 
kind 0' nateral to me. I didn't think I should ever take any interest 
in anything ag'in ;-but I must have a talk with you-it will do me 
good-it revives me. And now, Sam, said he, open that are cup
board there, and take that big key off the nail on the right hand side 
-it's the key of the cellar; and go to the north bin, and bring up a 
bottle of the old genuwine cider-it will refresh you arter your fa
tigue; and give me my pipe and tobacco, and we will haye a talk, as 
we used to do in old times. 

Well, says I, when I returned and uncorked the botUe,-minister, 
says I, it's no use in atalkin,-and I took a heavy pull at the cider
it's no use atalkin, but there's nothin like that among the Blue-noses, 
anyhow. I believe you might stump the univarse for cider-that 
caps all-U's super-excellent-that's a fact. 

I shall stump out of the IInivarse soon, Sam, said he; I'm e'en 
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a'most done; my body is worn out, and my spirits are none of the 
best now,,-I'm a lone man. The old men are droppin off fast into 
the grave, and the young men are tl'oopin off fast to the far West; 
and Slickville don't seem the same place to me it used to do no more. 
I'm well stricken in years now; my life stretches over a considerable 
space of the colony time, and over all our repubJ.ic : my race is run, 
my lamp is out, and I am ready to go. I often say, Lord, now let
test thou thy sarvant depart in peace. Next birthday, if the Lord 
spares me to see it, I shall be ninety-five years old. Well, says I, 
minister, you've seen great changes in your time, that's sartain; 
haven't we grown cruel fast? There ain't such a nation as ourn p'rhaps 
atween the poles, gist at this present time. We are a'most through 
to the Pacific, and spreadin all over this great Continent; and our 
flag floats over every part of the world. Our free and enlightened 
people do present a'most a glorious spectacle-that's a fact. Well, 
he sot still and said nothin ; but takin the pipe out of his mouth, he 
let go a great long puff of smoke, and then replaced his pipe ag'in, 
and arter a space, says he, Well, Sam, what of all that? 'Vhy, 
said I, minister, you remind me of Joab Hunter; he whipped every 
one that darst try him, both in Slickville and its vicinity; and then 
he sot down and cried like a child, 'cause folks were afeerd of him, 
and none on 'em would fight him. 

It's a law 0' natur', Sam, said he, that things that grow too fast, 
and grow too big, go to decay soon. I am afeerd we shall be rotten 
afore we are ripe. Precosity ain't a good sign in anything. A boy 
that outgrows his strength, is seldom healthy: an old head on young 
shoulders is plaguy apt to find afore long the shoulders too old and 
weak for the head. I am too aged a man to be led away by names 
-too old a bird to be caught by chaff. Tinsel and glitter don't de
ceive me into a belief that they are solid, genurvine metals. Our eagle 
thaI we chose for our emblem, is a fine bird, and an aspirin bird; but 
he is a bird of prey, Sam,-too fond 0/ blood,-too prone to pounce 
on tlte 'TVeak and unwary. I don't like to see him hoverin Qver 
Texas and Canada so much. Our flag that you talk of is a good flag; 
but them stripes, are they prophetic or accidental? Are they the 
stripes of the slaves risin up to humble our pride by exhibitin our 
shame on our banner? Or what do they mean? Freedom, what is 
it? We boast of freedom; tell me what freedom is? Is it having 
no king and no nobles? Then we are sartainly free. But is that 
freedom? Is it in havin no established religion? Then we are free 
enough, gracious knows. Is it in havin no hereditary government, 
or vigorous executive? Then we are free, beyond all doubt. 

Yes, we know what we are atalkin about; we are wise in our ge
neration, wiser than the children of Iight-we- are as free as the air 
of heaven. What that air is, p'raps they know who talk of it so 
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llippantly and so glibly; but it may not he so free to all comers as our 
("ountry is. But wllat is freedom? My little grandson, little Sammy 
(I had him named arter you, Sam), told me yesterday I was behind 
the enlightenment of the age; perhaps you, who are ahead of it. will 
answer me. What is rreedom? A colt is free,-he is unrestrained, 
-he acknowledges no master,-no law, but the law of natur'. A 
man may get his brains kicked out among wild horses, but still they 
arc' free. Is our freedom like that of the wild horse or the wild ass" 
-If not, what is it? Is it in the right of openly preaching infidelity? 
Is it in a licentious prC'ss? Isit in the outpouringsofpopular spirits? 
h it in the absence of all subordination, or the in.'llllirielJry of all legal 
or moral restrainl'! I will define it. It is that happy condition of 
lIIankind \vhl're pe()ple arc assembled in a community; where there 
is no government, no b\\, anll no religion, but such as are imposed 
from day to day by a mob of freemen. That isji·"l'dolli. 

Why, minister, said T. what on airlh ails you, to make you talk 
arter that fashion '? If lOll had allin drinkin any of that are old cider, 
I do think I should ha\'~ Iw:ieYl'd it had got into your brain, for it's 
pretty (,onsiderable slifT that, and tarnation heady. 1I0w can you go 
for to sal we hale no flovl'fIlment, no la',\', an,d no religion, when it's 
ginerally allowed we are the most free and enlightened people on the 
fa ... · of the airth '!-I didn't S.1y ,11111, Sam; I \VilS Ikfinin freedom in 
its general acceptation, 'Ye havc ~()t a gOICrnment son1l'where, if 
folks could only find it. '''lIl'n they sarelit'd for it at Texas, they 
said it was to Canady lines; and when they got to Canady lines to seek 
it, till'), say it is :,:one to Ihe Seminole war; and when they,.:et therc, 
tiH'y'll tell 'em th"y'H' bel'n lookin for it; but it hasn't arrived )1'1, 
<lnd they wish to gracious it would make haste and come, for if it ,,,{II' 
there, three thousand InjiJ.lls couldn't beat us lhree years runnin, 
<lnd tidy liS )l't. 'Ye've got law too; and when the judges go on 
the circuit, the mob holds its courts, and keeps the peace.-Whose 
commission does the mob hold'!-The people's commission. And 
whose commission does the supreme judge hold ?-'Ihe President's. 
Which is at the lop of the pot then? Can the judges punish the moh~ 
-No; but the mob can punish the judges. Which is the supreme 
courl, then'? No; we have law, Yes, said I, and the prophets too; 
for if you ain't a prophet of eyil, it's a pity. I fairly f(>\t r~led, for if 
therc is a thing that raises my dander, and puts my Ebenezer up, it 
is to hear a man say anything a~'in the glorious institutions of our 
grp3t, splendid country. 

There you go ag'in, said he; yon don't know what \'ou <lre atalkin 
about; a prophet USl'd to be a person who foretold fl;ture events to 
come. "'hat they he now in 'Vebsler's new dictionary, I don't 
know; but I ;.:urss Ihey now be thos!' who foretell things arter they 
happen, Iwarn't apropbl'syin-I was speakin of things afore my 
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('yes. Your ideas of prophets are about as clear as your ideas of free
dOI11. Yes, we',e got law, and written law too, as well as written 
constitutions-(for we despise that onwritten law, the common law 
of the ignorant British; we despiie 'it as a relic of barbarism, of the 
age of darkness and fable) -and as soon as our cases that are tried 
afore the mob comts are collected and rpportt'd by some of our emi
nent mob orators, these state trials will have .2rrat authority. They'll 
be quoted to England with great respect, I know; for they've got ora
tors of the same breed there too,-the same gentle, mild, Christian
like philanthropists. Pity you hadn't sported that kind of doctrine, 
says I, minister, afore our gloriolls revolution. The British would 
hare made a bishop of you, or a Canter Berry, or whatever they call 
their Protestant pope. Yes, you might have had the canon law and 
the tythe law enforced with the baggonl't law. Abusin the British 
don't help us, Sam. I am not their advocate, but the advocate for 
law, just and equal law, impartially adminiskred, voluntarily obeyrd, 
and, when infringed, duly enforced. Yes, \ye have reli.;ioll, too, from 
the strict good old platform, through every rariety and shade of tinker, 
mormonite, and mountebank, down to the infid"I,-men who preach 
peace and good will, hut who fight and hate each other like the devil. 
Idolatry like onrn you won't find even among the heathen. 'Ve are 
image worshippers: we have two images. There's the golden image, 
which all men worship here, and the American image. The Ame
rican image I said I; do tell: what on airth is that? I do believe in 
my heart, minister, that you hare taken leave of youI' senses. 'Vhat 
onder the sun is the American image"? An image of perfection, Sam, 
said he; fine phrenological head-high forehead-noble countenance 
-intelligent face-limbs Herculean, but well proportioned-grace
ful attitude-a figure of great elegance and beauty, -the personifica
tion of everything that is great and good,-thar is the American 
image ;-tltat we set lip and admire, and eyer~ body thinks it is an 
image of himself. Oh! it is humiliatin, it is degradin; but we are all 
brought up to this idolatry from our cradle: we are tau:;ht first to 
worship gold, and then to idoli~c ourselves. 

Yes, we have a governmen:', have a law, and have a religion,
<lnd a precious f:ovcrnment, law, and religion it is. I was once led 
to believe we had made <I great discovery, and were tryin a great ex
periment in the art of self-government, for the beneHt of mankind, 
as well as ourselves. Oh, delusion of delusions t-lt had been tried 
before and signally failed, and tried on our own ground too, and under 
our own eyes. 'Ve arc copies and not originals-base imitators. 
When he got this far, I seed how it was-he was delirious, poor old 
gentleman; the sight of me was too much for him; his narves was 
excited, and he was aravin ; his face was flushed, his eye glared, and 
lpoked quite wild-like. It touched me to the heart, for I loyed him 
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like a father, and his intellects were of th,e first order afore old age, 
like a cloud, had overshadowed 'em. I thought I should have boo
hooed right out. So, instead of contradictin him, I humoured him. 
'Vhere was it tried, minister 'I said I ; who had the honour afore us 'I 
for let us give the credit where it is due. The North American In
dians, said he, had tried it afore in all its parts. They had no king, 
no nobles, no privileged class, no established religion. Their mobs 
made laws, Lynch law too, for they had burned people before the 
citizens at Mobile ' .... ere ever born, or were eyen thought on, and 
invaded also other folk's territory by stealth, and then kept posses
sion. They, too, elected their presidents, and other officers, and did 
all and everythin~ we do. They, too, had their federal government 
of independent states, and their congress and solemn-Iookin boastin 
orators. They, too, had their long knives as'well as Arkansa's folks 
have, and were as fond of blood. And where are they now 'I Where 
is their great experiment'?-their great spectacle of a people governin 
th!'mselves? Gone! where ourn will go; gone with the years that 
are fled, never 10 return! Oh, Sam, Sam! my heart is sick ,,'ithin 
me. Where now is our beautiful republic bequeathed to us by Wash
ington, and the sages and heroes of the revolution? Overwhelmed 
and destroyed by the mighty waters of democracy. Nothing is now 
left hut a dreary waste of angry waters, moved and excited by every 
wind that blows, and agitated by every conflictin current, onsafe to 
navigate, fearful even to look upon. 

This is too excitin a suhject, said I, ministt'r, and admits of a great 
deal bein said on bolh sides. It ain't worth our while to get warm 
on it. As for an established church, said I, you know what a hubbub 
they make in England to get clear of that are. I don't think we need 
envy 'em, unless they'll establish our platform. If they did that, 
said I, and I looked up and winked, I don't know as I wouldn't vote 
for it myself. Sam, said he, we are agoin to have an established 
church; it may be a very good church, and is a great deal better than 
many we have; but still it ain't the church of the Pilgrims. What 
church, said I, minister? Why, said he, the Catholic Church; be
fore long it will be the established Church of the United States. Poor 
old man, only think of his getting such a freak as that are in his 
head; it was melancholy to hear him talk such nonsense, warn't it'? 
What makes you think so'? said I. Why, said he, Sam, the majority 
here do everything. The majority voted at first against an esta
blishment; a majority may at last vote for it; the voice of the ma
jority is law. Now the Catholics are fast gaining a numerical majority. 
Don't you believe census or other tables 'I I know it, and I could ea
sily correct the errors of the census. 

They gain conslantly,-they gain more by emigration, more by 
!,latural increase in proportion to their numbers, more by intermar-
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rlages, adoption, and conversion, than the Protestants. With their 
exclusive views of salvatioll, and peculiar tenets,-as seoll as they 
have the majority this becomes a Catholic country, with a Catholic 
government, with the Catholic religion established by law. Is this 
a great change? A greater change has taken place among the British, 
the Medes and Persians of Europe, the nolumus leges mutari people. 
What then will the natural order and progress of events now in train 
here not produce? I only speak of this ;-1 don't dread it; I hope, 
and trust, and pray that it may be so; not because I think them 
right, for I don't, Lut because they are a Christian church, an old 
church, a consistent church, and because it is a church, and any·sect 
is better than the substitution of a cold speculative philosophy for re
ligion. as we too frequently see among us. We are too greedy to be 
moral, too self-sufficient to be pious. and too independent to be reli
gious. United under one head, and obedient to that head, with'the 
countenance and aid of the whole catholic world, what can they not 
achieve? Yes, it is the only cure that time and a kind and merciful 
Providence has in store for us. TfTc shall be a Catholic country. 

Sam, my heart is broken I-my last tie is severed, and I am now 
descendin to the grave full of years and full of sorrows I I have re
ceived my dismissal; my ciders have waited upon me with the appal
lin information that they have given a call to a Unitarian, and have 
no further need of my services. My laLours, Sam, were not worth 
having,-that's a fact; I am now old, gray-headed, and infirm, and 
worn out in the service of my Master. It was time for me to retire. 
Tempus abire tibi est. (I hope you hav'n't forgot what little Latin 
you had, Sam.) I do not blame them for that :-but a Unitarian in 
my pulpit I It has killed me-I cannot survive it; and he ci'icd like 
a child. I looked on 'em, said he, as Illy children-I loved 'em as my 
own-taught 'em their infant prayers,-I led 'em to the altar of the 
Lord, I fed 'em with the bread of life, encouraged them when they 
was right, reproved 'em when they was wrong, and watched over 
'em always. Where is now my flock? and what account shall I give 
of the shepherd? Oh, Sam, willingly would I offer up my life for 
'em as a sacrifice, but it may not be. My poor flock, my dear child.· 
ren, my lost sheep, that I should have lived to have seen this day! 
-and he hid his face in his hands, and moaned bitterly. 

Poor old gentleman, it had been too much for him: it was evident 
that it had affected his head as well as his heart. And this I will 
say, that a better head and a beUer heart there ain't this day in the 
United 8tates of America than minister Joshua Hopewell's, of 
Slickville. I am glad to hear you speak so affectionately of him, 
said I. It shows there are good and warm hearts in Slickville be
sides his; but do you really think he was delirious? No doubt in the 
world on it, said he. If you had aseen him and heerd him, you 
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would have felt that his troubles had swompified him. It was gone 
goose with him,-that's a facio That he spoke under the influence 
of excited feelings, I replied, and with a heart filled with grief and 
indignation, there can be no doubt; but I see no evidencc of deli
rintlr on the contrarv his remarks strike me as most eloquent and 
origi~al. They hare . ~ade a great impression upon me, and I shall 
l/ln.~ remember the cIJ/(ti'ssiolll; ofa deposed lIIillisll'l". 

(:HAPTER XLL\. 

C.\:\.IDI.\:\ POLITICS. 

The nl'\t day we reached Clare, a township wholly settled by 
.Iesrendants of the Arcadian French. The moment YOll pass the 
hridge at Scissihoo, you become sensible that you arc in a foreign 
COUll try . And hl're I must enter my protest against that American 
custom of changing the old and appropriate names of places, for the 
new and inappropriate OIlI'S of Europe. Scissiboo i., the Indian name 
of this long and beautiful rirl'r, and signifies the great deep, and" 
shollid hare I)('('n retained, not merely ber'ause it was its proper 
name, but on account of its antiquity, its legends, and, above all, 
because the rirer had a name, which the minor streams of the pro
vince hare not. A countf\,. in my opinion, is robbed of half of its 
charms when its streams, like those of Nora Scotia, have no other 
namps than those of the proprietors of the lands thro' which they 
pass, and change them as often as the soil changes owners. Scissi·· 
I>flO sounded too savag!' and uncouth in the cars of the inhabitants, 
and they changed it to 'Yeymouth, but they mllst excuse me for 
adopting the old reading. 

I am no democrat; I like old names and the traditions belonging 
to theIll. I alll no friend to 1111\ elties. There has been are-action 
in Upper Canada. The movement party in that colony, with great 
form and ceremony, conferred the name of Little York IIpon the ca
pilal of the colony; but the Conservatives have adopted the ancient 
order of thin;::s, and wilh equal taste and good feeling have restored 
the name of Toronto. I hqw to see the same restoration at Scissi
boo, at Tatam-agouche, and other places where the spoiler ha,been. 

There issomething very interesting in these Arcadians. They are 
the lineal d.escl'flllant5 of those who made Ihl' first effective settle
mpnt in North America, in 1606, under De 1\Ionts, and ha\c re
!ained to this day the dress, cllstoms, languag(" and religion oflhpir 
,JIl':estors. Tlteyare a peaceabll', ('ontenled, and happy people; an<l 
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hal·c escaped the temptations of English agitators, French atheists, 
and domestic demagogues. 

I have often been amazed, said the Clockmaker, when travelling 
among the Canadians, to see what curious critters they be. They 
leave the marketin to the women, and their business to their notaries, 
the carc of their souls to their priests, and of their bodies to their 
doctors, and resarve only frolickin, dancin, singin, fidlin, and gas
conadin to themselves. They are as merry as crickets, and as happy 
as the day is long. They don't care a straw how the world jogs, 
who's up or who's down, who reigns or wl,o is deposed. Ask 'em 
who is King, and they believe Papinor is; who is Pope, and they be
lieve their bishop is; who is the best off in the world, and they be
lieve Mount-sheer Chatter-box Habitan is. How is it then, said J, 
they are just on the eve of rebellion? If they are so contented and 
happy as you represent them, what can induce them to involve 
the country in all the horrors of a civil war, and voluntarily incur 
the penalties of treason and the miseries of a revolution? 

Because, said he, they are gist ,,·hat J have described thrm to be 
-because they don't know nothin. They arc as "cal\. as Taunton 
water, and all the world knows that that won't e\"en run down hill. 
They won't do' nothin but gist as they are bid. Their notaries and 
doctors tell 'em,-them sacra diabola foutera En;;lish are agoin, br 
and bye, to ship 'em out 0' the country; and in the mean time rob 
'em, plunder 'em, and tax 'em i-hang their priests, seize their galls, 
and play hell and Tommy with them, and all because they speak 
French. Hay beang, says Habitan, up and at them then, and Id 'em 
hale it! But how can we manage all them redcoats '? Oh I says their 
leaders, old France will send a fleet and sodgers, and Yankil's will 
send an army. Yankies very fond of us,-alllarnin French apur
pose i-very fond of Catholics too, all thro' New England i-great 
friend of ourn,-hate English like the· diable. Allong don,:, then, 
they say; up and cut their throab! and when winter comes, burn 'em 
IIp,-hang 'em IIp,-use 'em up! One grand French nation we shall 
hale here then; all French, and no sacra English. 

But do they really talk such nonsense to them as that, or are they 
sllch fools to believe it'? Fact, I assure you; they are so ignorant 
they believe it all, and wiH believe anything they tell 'em. It is a 
comfortable ignorance they are in too, for they are actilly the happiest 
critters on the face of the airth,-but then it is a dangerous ignorance, 
for it is so easily imposed upon. I had been always led to believe, I 
said, that it was a great constitutional question that was at stake,
the right to stop the supplies; and from hearing there were so many 
speculative and theoretical points of dispute between them and the 
English, as to the machinery of the local government, I thought the) 
werr at Ic~ast an enlightened peopll', and one that, feeling th('~ had 
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rights, were determined to maintain those rights at all hazards. 
Oh, dear, said the Clockmaker, where have you been all your born 
days, not to know better nor that? They don't know noLhin about 
the matter, nor don't want to. Even them that talk about those 
things iu the assembly, don't know much more; but they gist know 
cnough to ax for what they know they can't get, then call it a griev
ance, and pick a quarrel about it. Why, they've got all they 
want, and more nor Lhey could have under us, or any other power 
on the face of the airth than the English,-ay, more than they could 
have jf they were on their own hook. They have their own 13ws,
<lnd plaguy queer, old-rashioned laws they are too,-Old Scratch 
himself couldn't understand 'cm; their parly-voo language, religion, 
uld customs <lnd usages, and everything else, and no taxes at all. 

If such is the case, "hat makes their leaders discontented? There 
must be something wrong somewhere, when there is so much disaf
fcction? All that is the matter may be summed up in one word, 
said the Clockmaker, Frenclt,-devil a thing else but that-French. 
\' ou can't make an Englishman out of a Frenchman, any more than 
you can a white man out of a nigger; if the skin ain't different, the 
tongue is. But, said I, though you cannot make the Ethiopian 
changc his skin, you can make the Frenchman change his language. 
Ay, now you havc' it, I guess, said he; you've struck the right nail 
on the head this time. The reform they want in Canada is to give 'em 
English laws and English language. Make 'em lise it in courts and 
public maHers, and make an English and not a French colony of it; 
and you take the sting out 0' the snake,-the critter becomes harm
less. Them doctors pyson 'em. Them chaps go to France, get in
oculated there with infidelity, treason, and republicanism, and come 
out and spread it over the country like small-pox. They got a bad 
set 0' doctors in a gineral way, I tell you; and when rebellion breaks 
out there, as you'll see it wiII to a sartainty by and by, you'll find 
them doctors leading them on everywhere,-the very worst fellers 
among 'em,-boys of the glorious JUly days to Paris. Well, it is no 
usc atalkin, squire, about it; it is a pity, too, to see the poor simple 
critters so imposed upon as they be, for they'll catch it, if they do 
rebel, to a sartainty. Gist as sure as Papinor takes that step he is. 
done for,-he's a refugee in six weeks in the States, with a price set 
on his head, for the critter won't fight. The English all say he 
wants the clear grit-aint got the stuff-no ginger in him-it's all talk. 

The last time I was to Montreal, I seed a good deal of the leaders 
vf the French; they were very civil to me, and bought ever so many 
of my clocks,-they said they liked to trade with their American 
j l'icllds, it was proper to keep up a good feelin among neighbours. 
There was one Doctor Jodrie there, a'most everlastinly at my heels 
a introducin of me to his countrymen, and recommendin them to 
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trade with me. Well, I went to his shop one night, and when he 
heerd my voice, he come out of a back room, and, said he, walk in 
here, Mount-sheer Slick, I want you for one particular use; come 
along with me, my good feller, there are some friends here atakin 
of a glass 0' grog along with me and a pipe ;-won't you join us '? 
'Veil, said I, I don't care if I do; I won't be starched. A pipe wouldn't 
be amiss gist now, says I, nor a glass of grog neither; so in I went: 
hut my mind misgived me there was some mischief abrewin in there, 
as I seed he bolted the door arter him, and so it turned out. 

The room was full of chaps, all doctors, and notaries, and mem
bers of assembly, with little short pipes in their mouths, achaUin 
away like so many monkeys, and each man had his tumbler 0' hot 
rum and water afore him on the table. Sons 0' liberty, says he, 
here's a brother, Mount-sheer Slick, a haul 0' jaw clock maker. 
Well, they all called out, Five Clockmaker I No, says I, Dot five clock
makers, but only one; and hardly trade enough for him neither, I 
guess. Well, they hawhawed like any thing, for they beat all natur 
for larfin, them FrencJ). Five is same as hurrah, says he,-Iong 
life to you I Oh I says I, I onderstand now. No fear of that any 
how, when I am in the hands of a doctor. Yankee hit him hard that 
time, be gar I said a little under-sized parchment-skinned lookin 
lawyer. May be so, said the doctor; but a feller would stand as good 
a chance for his life in my hands, I guess, as he would in yourn, if 
he was to be defended in court by you. The critters all yelled right 
out at this joke,_ and struck the table with their fists till the glasses 
all rang ag'in. Bon, bon, says they. Says the doctor, Don't you 
understand French, Mr. Slick? No, says I, not one word; I wish 
to goodness I did though, for I find it very awkward sometimes 
a tradin without it. (I always said so when I was axed that are 
question, so as to hear what was agoin on: it helped me in my busi
ness considerable. I could always tell whether they actilly wanted 
a clock or not, or whether they had the money to pay for it: they 
let out all their secrets). Would you like to see a bull-bait? said 
he; we are goin to bait a bull winter arter ned,-grand fun, said 
he; we'll put fire to his tail, -stick squibs and matches into his 
hide,-make him kick, and roar, and toss, like the diable : then we'll 
put the dogs on, worry him so long as he can stand,-then, tamn him, 
kill him, skin him, and throw his stinkin carcass to the dogs and de 
crows. Yes, said the other fellers, kill him, damn !Iim,-kill him I 
and they got up and waved their glasses over their heads ;-death to 
the beast' a La Lantel'ne!' 

Says one of them in French to the doctor, Prellny garde,-are you 
sure, are you clear he is not English'? Oh, sartain, said he in the 
same lingo; he is a Yankee clockmakin, cheatin vagabond from 
Boston, or thereabouts; but we must court him, we must be civilto 
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them if we expect their aid. If we once grt clear 0' the Engl}sh WI. 

will soon rid ourselves of Ihem too. They are chips oC the old 
bleck, thrm Yankees; a bad breed on both sides 0' the wat.'r. Then 
turnin to me, says he, I wasjust desirin these gentlemen, :U r. Slick, 
to drink your health, and that of the United States. Thank you, 
says I, I believe ollr people and the French onderstand each other 
Y('ry ",,11; a very disilltcri8tl'tl friendship on both sides. Oh, sartain, . 
,-ay, he, aputtin of his hand on his henrt, and lookin spooney. One 
sentiment, one grand sympathy of feelin, one real amitty yea. 
Your health, sir, said he; and they all stood up agin and made a 
(\!ouell of a roar oY<'r it. Fire Americanes! 

I hope YOII have good do~s, said I, for your hull-bait? 011, true 
hreed and no mistake, said he. It takes a considerable of a stilT 
dog, says I, and one of the real grit to face a bllli. ,Them fellers, 
when they get their danders up, are plaguy onsafe critters; they'll 
toss and ,:.!on' the common kind like nothin,-make all fiy a~'in: it 
ain't "Il'rs"f,' til rllme too near 'rm when tl]('y arc once fairly raised. 
H there i, any thin in natllr' I'm afeerd on, it's a bull when he is 
ryled. Oh ~'l'~, said he, we gut the J,),~S, plenty of 'em too,-:.:cnuine 
breed from old Frnnce, kept pnre ('\I'r since it came here, e\cept a 
slic:ht tOllch of the fox and the \\olf; the one makes 'em rlln faster, 
and I'other bil<' sharper. It's a grand brcl'd. Thinks 1 to mysplf, 
I onderstand Y"U, my hearli(". I s('e your drift; gD the whole liC'nr', 
and do the Ihill~ ~('nte('l. Try your hand at it, will Y"I); and if John 
Bull don't s(,lld you allyin into the air sLy-high, in little less than 
half no time, it's a pity. A pretty sd 0' yl'\pin curs you be to faro 
such a critIPr as he is, ain't you'! 'YI]Y, the very moment Ill' 
begins to paw and to roar, )ou'll run sncakin off with yOlll' tails 
al\\('1'1l 'Olli' legs, ay('lpin and asqlleelin as if Old Nick himself was 
arter you. • 

Great man, )our 'Vashington, says the doctor., Yery, says I; 
no greater ever lin'(I-p'r'aps the world neyer seed his ditto. ;\nd 
l'apinor is a gr<'~t man, too, said he. Very, said I, "sllI'dally in the 
talking line-he'd beat 'Vashington at that game, I glll'SS, by a long 
chalk. [hope, "ays he, some day or another, :'IIr. Slick, and not 
far oil' neiihpr, \\'(' shall be a free and independent people, like you. 
\Y .. shall he the France of America afore long-the grand nation
the great empire. It's our distiny-everything foretells it,-I can 
:'1'1' it as plain as can be. Thinks I to myself, this is a good time to 
I,nial'll our intewsts; and if there is to be a break-up here, to put. in 
a ,,:'uk .. in thr wheel for our folks-a stitch in time saves nine. So, 
:;il)S I, you needn't fiatter yours('hcs, doctor; YOIl can't be a distinct 
nalion; it ain't possihle, in the natur' 0' things. YOIl may jine us, 
if you like, ami tllL'f(' would be some sense in that Illol'e,-that's a 
i'act; !Jllt you nevI'[' ('an stand alone \ll'~i'-!l" morC' than a lame malt 
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can without crutches, or a child of six days old. No, not if all the 
colonies were to unite, you couldn't do it. 'Vhy, says I, gist see 
hllre," doctor; YOll couldn't shew your noses on the fishin ground 
for one minit-you can hardly do it now, even tho' the British haye 
you under their wing. Our folks would driyc you off thc banks, 
seize your fish, teat your ncts, and lick you like a sack-and then 
go home and swear you attacked them first, and ollr government 
wonld seize the fi~heries as an indemnification. How could you sup
port an army and a navy, and a diplomacy, and make fortifications. 
'1'hy, you couldn't build and support one frigatc, nor maintain onc 
regimenl, nor garrison QneiJrc itself, let alone the out-posts. Our 
folks would nUligatc thc St. Lawrencc in spite of yonr teeth, and th,· 
St. John River too, and how could you help yoursehes? Thc~'<1 

smuggle you out of your eye-teeth, and swear 10U never had any. 
Our fur trllders would attack your fur traders, and drive 'em all in. 
Our people would enter here and settlc-then kick lip a row, call for 
American volunteers, declare thelllseives independent, and ask ad
mis3ion into the l!nion; and afore you kllow"d where you were, you'd 
find yourselves one of our states. Gist look at what is goin on (0 

Texas, and what has gone on to Florida, and then soe What will ~" 
on here. \Ve shall own clean away up to the North and SQulh Pole, 
afore we're done. 

Says the doctor, in French, to the other chaps, that would be worse 
than bein a colony to the English. Thelll Yankee villains would 
Ioreak up our laws, langu,~g .. , and-cllstoms; lhat cat wouldn't jump 
atall,would it? Jlllilllis, JClllzais! sa~sthecompany. ',"emust 
haye aid from old France; Wl' must Le the grand nation, and the ~r('at 
empire, oursrlvrs i-and he stop't," went to the door, unbolted it, 
looked round the shop, and then turned the bolt ag'in. ',"ould your 
folks, sa~s he, help us, if w,' was 10 revolt, !\Ir. Slick'? CC'rtainly, 
said [; they'd help you all thry could, and not "~o to war with the 
British. They'd leave all the armories 011 the line unguarded, so 
~"IIII could run ovrr and prrtend to rob 'em, and leavr all the cannon 
in the forts without anybody to see arter them, so you might hale 
tilPm if you wanted them." Lots 0' chaps would yolunlcrr in your 
ranks, and ollr citizens would subscribe handslIlIl. They'd sl't lip 
a claim pretty fierce, at the sallle time, abollt the N('w Brunswick 
boundary line, so as to make a devarsion in your farour in that quar
ler. 'Ve can't go to war gist now; it would ruin us, stock anllfiukc. 
We should lose our trade and shippin, and our lIig~crs and Indgia;:s 
are ugly customers, and would take a whole army to watch them in 
case of a war. We'd do all we could to help you as a )!i'ilj'!/', but 
not OS" a .'Iol"I'/"mJll'Jlt. ',"e'd furnish you with arlllS, ammunition, 
provision, money, and volunteers. \Yl"t! let you into ollr country, 
bulno! thc British. Wc'd, help you to arrange your plans and to 
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derange them. But we'd have to respect our treaties, for we· are a 
high-minded, right-minded, sound-minded, and religious people. 
We scrupulously fulfil our engagements. What we undertake we 
perform-there's no mistake in us,-you always know where to find 
us. We are under great obligations to the British-they saved us 
from the expense and miseries of a war with France-they have built 
us with their capital and their credit, and are oUI best customers. 
,V c could not, consistently with our treaties or our conscience, send 
an army or a navy to help you; but we will hire you our steam-boats, 
a nd other craft; send you men to make an army, and the stuff to feed, 
clothe, arm, and pay them. In short, the nations of the airth will 
look on with admiration at the justice and integrity of our doings. 
'Ve shall respect the treaty with the British on the one side, and 
prove ourselves a kind, a liberal, and most obliging neighbour to 
)"()u on the other. Government will issue proclamations against in
terference. The press of the country will encourage it. The nation 
will be neutral, but every soul in it will aid you. Yes, we are as 
straight as a shingle in our dealings, and do things above board hand
sum. We do love a fair deal above all things-that's a facl. Bon, 
bon.' says they, Le.~ aristocrats a la lanterne.' and they broke out 
a singin (/. fa lan/erne .' 

It was now twelve o'clock at night when we quit, and gist as we 
got into the street I heerd the word Doric, Doric,-and, says I, what 
on airth is that 1-what sort 0' a critter is a Doric? A Doric is a loyal
ist, says they,-a diable bull,-solicre fut·re,-kill him,-and they 
a.-ter him, full split like the wind, caught him, knocked him 
down, and a'most finished him-they e'en a'most beat him to a 
jelly, and left him for dead. That's the. way, says they, we'll sarve 
every Englishman in Canada,-extarminate 'em, damn 'em. Time 
for me to be ofT, says I, a'most, I'm athinkin; it's considerable well 
on towards mornin. c Good night, Mount-sheer. Bon swore, bon 
lill'ore.' says they, singin-

" Oh! c;a ira, c;a ira, «(3 ira, 
Les aristocratEl a la lanterDe !'~ 

And the last I heerd of them, at the end of the street, was an ever
lastin almighty shout, Five Papinor-five Papinor I 

Yes, I pity them poor Canadians, said the Clockmaker. They are 
a loyal, contented, happy people, if the sarpents of doctors and law
yers would leave 'em alone, and let 'em be, and not pyson their minds 
with all sorts of lies and locrums about their government. They will 
spunk' em up to rebellion at last, and when it does come to the 
scratch they will desart 'em as sure as eggs is eggs, and leave 'em' 
to be shot down by the s!ldgers; they ain't able of themselves to do 
nolhin, Ihem Canadians; they ain't got the means, nor tne energy 
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nor the knowledge Cor it; they ain't like the descendants oC the Pil
grim-that's a fact. The worst of it is, too, the punishment won't 
fall on the right beads neither, for them critters wili cut and run to 
a sartainty ;-1 know it, I'm e'en a'most sure of it,-if they'd ahad 
the true blue in 'em, they wouldn't have half murdered and maimed 
that poor defenceless Doric, as they did. None but cowards do 'em 
are things ;-a brave man fights, a coward sticks a bowie knife into 
your ribs; but p'i-'aps it will all turn out for the best yet in the eend, 
said he; for if there is a blow up, Papinor will off to the States full chisel 
with the other leaders,-the first shot, and them that they don't catch 
and hang can never show their faces in Canada ag'in. It will clear 
the country of them, as they clear a house of rats,-frighten 'em 
out of their seven senses by ficin off a gun. 

A thunderstorm, squire, said the Cwckmaker, most alrvayscools the 
air, 'clears the sky, lays the dust, and makes all wok about rightag'in. 

Every thing will depend on how the English work it arterwards; 
if they blunder ag'in, they'll never be able to set it to rights. What 
course ought they to adopt? said I, for the subject is one in which I 
feel great interest. I'll tell you, said he. First, they should--, 
and he suddenly checked himself, as if doubtful of the propriety of 
answering the question ;-and then smiling, as if he had discovered 
a mode of escaping the difficulty, he continued,-They should make 
you plenipo, and appoint me your secretary. 

CHAPTER L. 

'" eVRE FOR SMVGGLING. 

lfTherever natlll" does least man does most, said the Clockmaker. 
Gist see the difference atween these folks here to Liverpool and 
them up the bay of Fundy. There natur has given them the finest 
country in the world,-she has taken away all the soil from this 
place, and chucked it out there, and left nolhin but rocks and stones 
here. There they gist vegetate, and here they go a-head like any
thing. I was credibly informed, when Liverpool was first settled, 
folks had to carry little light ladders on their shoulders to climb over 
the rocks, and now they've got better streets, better hOllses, betler 
gardens, and a better town than any of the baymen. They carry 
on a considerable of a fishery here, and do a great stroke in the tim
ber business. 

I shall never forget a talk I had with Ichabod Gates here, and a 
frolic him and me had with a tide-waiter. Ichabod had a large store 
0' 'goods, and I was in there oneevenin (ldrinkin tea along with him, 
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apd we got attilkin about smugglin. Says he Mr. &Iick, your people 
ruin the trade here, they do smuggle so; I don't know as I ever shall 
he able I,) !.':d rid of my stock of goods, and it cost me a considerable 
of;1 SUIll too. 'Yhat a pity it is them navy people, instead of carry in 
freights of money from the 'Vest Indgies, warn't employed more 
;'if'()[(,I':in of our fisheries and our trade. 'Yhy don't you smuggle 
then too, says I, and meet 'ern in their own way ?-tit for tat-dia
mond cut dialllnl~u-';;l1l1::"Il' yourselves and seize t1lelll ;-free trade 
a nu sailors' I'i~hts is Llllr maxi~. 'Yhy, says he, I ain't gist altogether 
(,f'rtified that it's ric:ht; it goes ag'in my conscience to do the like 0' 

that are, and I mus't say [ like a fair deal. In a sineral way a'most, 
rre olN'f\ ('11 whal's ~o[ U\ ('I' the ue\ iI's back is commonly lost under 
his belly. It oon't seem tow('ar \Yell. 'Vell, that's inconvenient, too, 
to he s~ thin skinn,'d, :'2id I; for ('()!1sciC'nl'I' most commonly has a 
hide as thick as the stole of olle's foot; you may corer it "ith leather 
to make it ],1111\ decent-like, but it will bear a considerable hard 
.<('rlll:bin without anything O\l'r it. r,o,," , says I, I ,,'ill put you on a 
track that will san ,. ;. "u \\ilhout bringin corns on your conscience 
,~ither, 1)" you .~ist 1':'<'1<>::.1 to smll;:gl,' and make helic\e as if you 
\\('n' ~:~(lin Ihe wh"k' hog in it. It's safer and full out as profitable 
as Ihe ral'! thill~, and i:<o."ilks there's 1111 surt 0' risk in it in the world. 
'Yhcn folks hrar a thing is stlluc:,dctl they always think it's cheap, 
and lIever 10(11;, info I:ll' l.ricl'; [hey bite tlirrctly-it' s a grand hait that. 
:\11\\ al\\ays onloatl your vessels at night, and let folks hear a cart 
a"oin into your place <11\' .. • .. n two antllhrce o'clock in the mornin; 
ii, "111' 0' Ihe axles so it \\ ill squeak like a pig, and do )'OU look sus
picious, mrstnious, anti oneas)" Sap you (when a chap ~ays, I 
~llC';S )011 \\('!'t. up laic last IIi!.':!:!;, ~, lIll' no questions and I'll tell 
) (Ill no IiI'S. There arc so muny pimpin 'eyes about now, a body has 
to I", cautious ifhe don't want to :,l'l into th centre of a hobble. If I'm 
lip laIc I ;":11('" it's nobody's Illlsiness Lut my o\\'n I'm about any 
how; bul I IlOpe )OU \\'lIrd make lin remarks ahout what you see or 
heerd. 

\\'('11, \\hrn a feller axes arter a thing, do you gist stand and look 
at him for a space wilhout sayin a word, enLJuirin like with a du
berslIm look, as if )OU didn't know as you could trust him or no; then 
;.,:i,t wink, put YOllr finger on your nos<" and say mum is the word. 
Take a calldle alHllight it, and say, foller me now, and take Ilim into 
the cellar. Now, says you, frientl, don't hetray me, I heseech you, 
for YOllr life; tlou't let on to anyone about this place i-people will 
ue\er think 0' suspectin me if you only keep dark about it. rlliet 
YOIl see some th.Il.~', sa~ 5) Oll, Ihat will please you, I know; but don't 
Llow me-Ihat's a good soul. This article, says you, ataking up one 
that cost three pounds, I can alTord to let you have as low as five 
pounds, allll that ol1e as cheap as six pounds, on one condition, but-
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mind you it's on them terms only,-and that is that you don't tell any 
one, not even your wife, w here you got it ; but you must promise me on 
the word and honour ofa man. The critter will fall right into the trap, 
and swear by all that's good l~e'll never breathe it to a Iivin soul, and 
then go right otT and tell his wife, and you might as well pour a thing 
into a filterin stone as into a woman's ear; it will run right thro', and 
she'll go abraggin to her neighbours of the bargain they got, and swear 
them to secrecy, and they'll tell the whole country in the same way, as 
a secret of the cheap things Ichabod Gates has. Well, the excise folk 
will soon hear 0' this, and come and sarch your house from top to 
bottom, and the sarch will make your fortin, for, as they can't find 
nothin, you will get the credit of doin the officers in great style. 

Well, well, said Ichabod, if you Yankees don't beat all natur'. I 
don't believe in my soul there's a critter in all Nova Scotia would a' 
thought 0' such a scheme as that, but it's a grand joke, and comports 
with conscience, for it parallels pretty close with the truth: I'll try 
it. Try it, says I, to be sure; let's go right ofT this blessed night, and 
hide away a parcel of your goods in the cellar,-put some in the garret 
and some in the gig-house. Begin and sell to-morrow, and all the 
time I'm to Liverpool I'll keep arunnin in and out 0' your house; 
sometimes I'll gist come to the corner of the fence, put my head over 
and draw it back ag'in, as if I didn't want folks to see me, and some
times I'll make as if I was agoin out, and if I see anyone acomin I'll 
spring back and hide behind the door: it will set the whole town on 
the look-out,-and they'll say it's me that's asmugglin either on my 
own hook or yourn. In three days he had a great run 0' custom, par
ticularly arter night-fall. It was fun alive to see how the critters 
were bammed by that hoax. 

On the fifth day the tide-waiter came. Mr. Slick, says he, I've 
got information th--Glad to hear it, says I: an officer without in
formation would be a poor tool-that's a fact. Well, it brought him 
up all standin. Says he, Do you know who you are atalkin to 1 Yes, 
says I, I guess I do: I'm talkill to a man of information, and that 
bein the case I'll be so bold as to ax you one question,-have you any 
thing to say to me, for I'm in a considerable of a hurry'! Yes, said he, 
I have. I'm informed you have smuggled goods in the house. Well, 
then, says I, you can say what many galls can't boast on at any rale. 
What's that? says he. Why, says I, that you are missinformed. 

Mr. Gates, said he, give me a candle-I must go to the cellar. 
Sartainly, sir, said Ichabobod, you may sarch "here you please: I've 
never smuggled yet, and I am not agoin now to commence at my 
time of life. As soon as he got the candle, and was agoin down to 
the cellar with Gates, I called out to Ichabod. Here, says I, leh, 
run quick, for your Iife-now's your time; and ofT Wf' ran up stairs 
as fast as we could leg it, and locked the door; the sarcher heerin 

iii 
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that, up too and arter us hot foot; and bust open the door. As 'soon 
as we heerd him adoin of that we out 0' the ot~er door and locked 
that also and down the back stairs to where we started from. It 
was som; time afore he broke in the second door, and theo he fol
lered us down, lookin like a proper fool. I'll pay you up for this, 
said he to me. I hope so, said I, and Ichabod too. A pretty time 0' 

day this when folks cant are and race over a decent man's house, and 
smash all afore him this way for oothin, ain't it? Them doors you 
broke all to pieces will come to somethin, you may depend i-a joke 
is a joke, hut Ihat's no joke. Arter that he took his time, sarched 
the cellar, upper rooms, lower rooms, and garret, and found nothin 
to seize; he was all cut up, and amazin vexed, and put out. Says I, 
Friend, if you want to catch a weasel you must catch him asleep; now 
if you want to catch me asmugglin, rise considerably airly in the 
mornin, will you? This story made Ichabod's fortin a'most: he had 
smuggled goods to sell for three years, and yet no one could find him 
in the act, or tell where onder the sun he hid 'em away to. At last 
the secret leaked out, and it fairly broke up smugglin on the whole 
~hore. That story has done more nor twenty officers-that's a fact. 

There's nothin a'most, said the Clockmaker, I like so much as to 
see folks cheat themselves. I don't know as I ever cheated a man 
myself in my life: I like to do things above board handsum, and go 
strait ahead; but if a chap seems bent on cheatin himself, I like to 
be ncighbourly and help him to do it. I mind once, when I was to 
the eastward of Halifax atradin, I bought a young horse to use while 
[ gave old Clay a run to grass. I do that most every fall, and it does 
the poor old critter a deal of good. He kinder seems to take a new 
lease every time, it sets him up so. Well, he was a most aspecial 
horse, but he had an infarnal temper, and it required all my know
ledge of horse flesh to manage him. He'd kick, sulk, back, bite, re
fuse to draw, or run away, gist as he took the notion. I mastered 
him, but it was gist as much as a bargain too; and I don't believe, thu' 
I say it myself, there is any other gentlcman in the province could 
have managed him but me. Well, there was a parson Iivin down 
there that took a great fancy to that horse. Whenever he seed me 
adrivin by he always stopt to look at his action and gait, and admired 
him amazinly. Thinks I to myself, that man is inokilated-it'll 
break out soon-he is detarmined to cheat himself, and if he is, there 
is no help for it, as I see, but to let him. One day I was adrivin out 
at a most a deuce of a size, and he stopped me. Hallo! says he, Mr. 
Slick, where are you agoin ill such a desperate hurry? I want to 
speak a word to you. So I pulls up short. Mornin, says I, parson, 
how do you do to-day 1 That's a very clever horse of yourn, says he. 
Middlin, says I; he does my work, but he's nothin to brag on; he 
ain't gist equal to old Clay, and I doubt if there's are a blue-nose horse 
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that is neitlier. Fine action that horse, said he. Well, says I, peopl!' 
do say he has considerable fine action, but that's beUer for himsell 
than me, for it makes him travel easier . 

. How many miles will he trot in the hour? said he. Well, says I. 
if he has a mind to and is well managed, he can do fifteen hallusum·. 
Will you sell him'l·said he. Well, said I, parson, I would sell him, 
hut not to you; the truth is, said I, smilin, I have a regard f"r mi
nisters; the best friend I ever had was one, the Reverend J oshUJ 
Hopewell, of Slickville, and I wouldn't sell a horse to one I didn't Ihink 
would suit him. Oh! said he, the horse would suit me exactly; I like 
him amazinly : what's your price '1 Fifty pounds to anybody el'<" silill 
I, but fifty-five to you, parson, for I don't want you to have him at 
no price. If he didn't suit you, people would say I cheated ~ OU, and 
cheatin a parson is, in my mind, pretty much of a piece with rob
bin ofa church. Folks would think considerable hard of me sellin YOII 

a horse that warn't quite the thing, and I shouldn't blame them one 
morsel if they did. Why, what's the matter of him? said hi'. 
Well, says I minister, says I, alarfin right out, everything is the 
matter of him. Oh! said he, that's all nonsense; I've seen the 
horse in your hands often, and desire no better. Well, says J, he 
will run away with you ifhe gets a chance to a sartainty. I will dril e 
him with a curb, said he. He will kick, says I. I'll put a back 
strap on him, said he. He will go backwards faster than forward, 
said I. I will give him the whip and teach him better, says he. Well, 
says I, larlin like anything, he won't go at all sometimes. I'll take my 
chance of that, said he; but must take off that live pounds. Wetl, says 
I, parson, I don't want to sell you the horse-that's a fact; but iryou 
must have him I suppose you must, and I will subtract the five pounds 
on one condition, and that is, if you don't like the beast, you lell folks 
that you would have him, tho' I tried toset him out as bad as I could, and 
said everything of him I could lay my tongue to, Well, says he, the 
horse is mine, and if he don't suit me, I acquit you of all blame. 

Well, he took the horse, . and cracked and boasted most prodi
giously of him; he said he wouldn't like to take a hundred pounds 
for him; that he liked to buy a horse of a Yankee, for they were 
such capital judges of horse flesh they hardly ever a'most had a bad 
one, and that he knew he was agoin to get a first-chop one, the mo
ment he found I didn't want to sell him, and that he never saw a 
man so loath to part with a beast. Oh dear I how I larfed in my 
sleeve when I heerd tell of the goneey talkin such nonsense: 
thinks I, he'll live to larn yet some things that ain't writ down 
in Latin afore ho dies, or I'm mistakened-that's all. In the 
course of a few days the horse began to find he'd changed hands, and 
he thought he'd try what sort 0' stuff his new master was made on ; 
80 he gist took the bit in his mouth one fine mornin and ran off with 
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him, and kicked his gig all to flinders, and nearly broke the parson's 
neck; and findin lhat answer, he took to all his old tricks ag'in 
and got worse than ever. He couldn't do nothin with him,-even the 
helps were frightened out of their lives to go into the stable to him. 

So he come to me one day lookin quite streaked, and says he, Mr. 
Slick, that horse I bought of you is a perfect divi!; I never saw such 
a critter in my life; I can neither ride him nor drive him. He gist 
does what he pleases with us, and we can't help ourselves nohow. 
He actilly beats all the onruly animals I ever seed in my life. )Vell, 
says I, I told you so, minister-l didn't want to sell him to you at all; 
but you would have him. I know you did, said he; but you larfed so 
all the time I thought you was in jees!. I thought you didn't care to 
sell him, and gist said so to put me otT, jokin like: I had no idee you 
were in airnest: I wouldn't give ten pounds for him. Nor I neither, 
said I; I wouldn't take him as a gift, and be bound to keep him. 
How coultl you then, said he, have the conscience to ax me fifty, 
pounds for him, and pocket it so coolly? To prevent you from buyin 
him, parson, said I, that was my reason. I did all I could for you, 
I axed you five times as much as he was worth, and said all I could 
think on to run him down too? but you took yourself ill. There's 
two ways of tellin a thing, said he, Mr. Slick,-in airnest and in 
jeest. You told it as if you were in jeest, and I took it so; you may 
I'all it what you like, but I call it a deception still. Parson, says I, 
how many ways you may have of tellin a thing I don'tknow; but I 
have only one, and that's the true way: I told you the truth, but you 
didn't choose to believe it. Now, says I, I feel kinder sorry for you too; 
but I'll tell you how to get out 0' the scrape. I can't take him back, 
or folks would say it was me and not you that cheated yourself. Do 
you ship him. You can't sell him here without doin the fair thing, 
as [ did, tellin all his faults; and if you do no soul would take him as 
a present, for people will believe you, tho' it seems they won't always 
believe a Clockmaker. Gist send him otT to the West Indgies, and 
sell him at auction there for what he will fetch. He'll bring a good 
price, and if he gets into a rael right down genulVine horseman's hands, 
there's no better horse. He said nothin, but shook his head, as if 
thai cat wouldn't jump. 

Now, says I, there's another bit of advice I'll give you free gratis 
for nothin,-Ill'1'cr buy a horse on· the dealer'sjudgment, or he n'ill 
("/teat you if he ("all: n.ever buy hilll on your own, or you will cheat 
yourself as sure as Y0lt are born. In that case, said he, larfin, a 
man will be sure to be cheated either way: how is he to guard ag'in 
bein taken in then 'I Well, says I, he stands a fair chance any way 
of havin the leake put into him-that's sartain, for next to woman 
kind there is nothin so deceitful as horse-flesh that ever I seed yet. 
Both on e'm are apt to be spoiled in the breakin ; both on 'em puzzle 
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the best judges sometimes to tell their age when well vamped up, and 
it takes some time afore you find out all their tricks. Pedigree must 
be attended to in both cases, particularly on the mother's side, and 
both require good trainin, a steady hand, and careful usage. Yes; 
both branches require great experience, and the most knowin ones 
do get bit sometimes most beautifully. Well, says he, as louchin 
horses, how is a man to avoid bein deceived'? Well, says I, I'll tell you 
-never .buy a horse of a total stranger on no account,-never buy 
a horse of a gentleman,' for---Why; said he, he's the very 
man I should like to buy of, above all others. Well, then, says 
I, he's not the man for my money anyhow! you think you are safe 
with him, and don't inquire enough, and take too much for granted: 
you are apt to cheat yourself in that case. Never buy a crack horse; 
he's done too much. Never buy a colt; he's done too little; you 
can't tell how he'll turn out. In short, says I, it's a considerable 
of a long story to go all through with it; it would take me less time to 
teach you how to make a clock, I calculate. If you buy from a man 
who ain't a dealer, he actilly don't know whether his horse is a good 
one or not; you must get advice from a friend who does know. If 
you buy from a dealer, he is too much for you or your friend either. 
If he has no honour don't trade with him. If he has, put yourself 
wholly and entirely on it, and he'll not deceive you, there's no mis
take-he'll do the thing genteel. If you'd a' axed me candidly now 
aboutJhat are horse, says I-At that he looked up at me quite hard 
for a space, without sayin a word, but pressed his lips together quite 
milTy like, as if he was astrivin for to keep old Adam down, and turned 
short off and walked away. I felt kinder pity for him too; but if a 
man will cheat himself in spite of all you can do, why there is no 
heJp for it, as I see, but to let him. Do you, squire? 

CHAPTER LI. 

TAKING OFF THE FACTORY LADIES. 

THERE are few countries in the world, squire, said theClockmak
i!r, got such fine water powers as these provinces; but the folks 
don't make no use of' em, tho' the materials for factories are spread 
about in abundance everywhere. Perhaps the whole world might 
be stumped to produce such a factory stand as Niagara Falls; what 
a 'nation sight of machinery that would carry, wouldn't it?-supply 
all Birmingham a'most. 

The first time I returned from there, minister said, Sam, said he, 
have you seen the falls of Niagara? Yes, sir, said I, I guess I have, 
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Well, said he, ain't it a'most a grand sight that? I guess it isa seiter 
says I, and it would be a grand speck to get up a joint stock company 
for factory purpos~s, for such another place for mills ain't to be 
found atween the poles. Oh dear I said I, only think of the cardin 
mills, fullin mills, cotton mills, grain mills, saw mills, plaister 
mills, and gracious knows what sort 0' mills might be put up there, 
and n('ver fail for water; any fall you like, and any power you want, 
and ,pt them goneys the British let all run away to waste. It's a 
dread ful pity, ain't it'1 Oh Sam! said he,-and he jumped as if he 
was bit lly a sarpent right up on eend,-now don't talk so profane, 
my sakes I-don't talk so sacrilegious. How that dreadful thirst o' 
gain has absorbed all other feelins in our people, when such an idea 
could be entertained fur a moment. It's a grand spectacle,-it's 
the y"iCfl of natur in the wilderness, proclaimin to the untutored 
tribes thereof the power and majesty and glory of God. It is con
secrated by the visible impress of the great invisible architect. It is 
sacred ground-a temple not made by hands. It cannot be viewed 
without fear and tremblin, nor contemplated without wonder and 
awe. It proclaims to man, as to Moses of old, 'Draw not nigh 
hither, put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where thou 
standest is holy ground. t. He who appeared in flame of fire in the 
bush, and the bush was not consumed, appears also in the rush of 
water, and the water diminishes not. Talk not to me of mills, fac
tories, and machinery, sir, nor of introducin the money-changers int() 
the temple of the Lord. Talk not.-You needn't go, said I, minister, 
for to work yourself up that way ag'in me, I do assure you, for I didn't 
mean to say anything out 0' the way at all, so come now. And n()w 
you do mention it, says I, it does seem kinder grand-like-that are 
great big lake does seem like an everlastin large milk pan with a lip 
for pourin at the falls, and when it does fall head over heels, all white 
froth and spray like Phrebe's syllabub, it does look grand, no doubt, 
and it's nateral for a minister to think on it as you do; but still for all 
that, for them that ain't preachers, I defy most any man to see it, 
without thinkin of a cotton mill. 

Wdl, well, said he, awavin of his hand, say no more about it, 
and he walked into his study and shut to the door. He warn't like 
other men, minister. He was full of crotchets that way, and the 
sight of the sea, a great storm, a starry sky, or even a mere flower, 
would make him fly right oft· at the handle that way when you 
warn't athinkin on it at all; and yet for all that he was the most 
cheerful critter I ever seed, and nothin a'most pleased him so much 
as to see young folks enjoyin themselves as merry as crickets. He 
used to say that youth, innocence, and cheerfulness was what was 
meant Ly the three graces. It was a curious kink, too, he took about 
them falls, warn't it'! fol', al·ter all, utweclI you and me, it's nolhin 
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Imt a river taken over a clifT full split, instead of runnin down hill the 
old way;-I never hear tell of 'em I don't think of that tantrum of 
hisn. 

Our factories in New England are one of the best fruits of the last 
war, squire, said he; they are actilly worth seein. I know I have 
reason to speak well of 'em any how, for it was them gave me my 
first start in life, and a pleasant start it "as too, as well as a profitable 
one. I spent upwards of a year there among the galls, atakin of 
them ofT in the portrait line, and in that time I cleared three hundred 
pounds of your money good: it warn't so bad that, was it? 

When I was down to Rhode Island larnin bronzin, gildin, and 
sketchin for the clock business, I worked at odd times for the Ho
nourable Eli Wad, a foundationalist-a painting for him. A founda
tionalist, said I; what is that?-is it a religious sect? No, said 
he; it's a bottom maker. He only made bottoms, he didn't make 
arms and legs, and he sold these wooden bottoms to the chair-makers. 
He did 'em by a sarcular saw and a turnin lathe, and he turned 'em 
off amazin' quick; he made a fortin out of the invention, for he 
shipped 'em to every part of the Union. The select men objected to 
his sign of bottom maker; they said it didn't sound pretty, and he 
altered it to foundationalist. That was one cause the speck turned 
out so well, for everyone that seed it a'most stopt to inquire what it 
meant, and it brought his patent into great vogue; many's the larf 
folks had over that sign, I tell you. 

So, said he, when I had done, Slick, said he, you've a considerable 
of a knack with the brush, it would be a grand speck for you to go to 
Lowell and take off the factory ladies: you know what the women 
are,-most all on 'em will want to have their likeness taken. The 
whole art of portrait paintin, says he, as far as my observation goes, 
lies in a free sketch of the leadin featur. Give it good measure: do 
you talle? No, says I, I don't onderstand one word of it. Well, says 
he, what I mean is this; see what the leadin featur is, and exag
gerale that, and you have a striking likeness. If the nose is large .. 
gist make it a little more so; if there is a slight cast 0' the eye, give 
it a squint; a strong line in the face, deepen it; a big mouth, enlarge 
it; a set smile, make it a smirk; a high cheek bone, square it "ut 
well. Reciprocate this by paintin the rest 0' the face a little hand
somer, and you have it complete; you'll never fail-there's no mis
take. Dead colorin, With lots of varnish, will do for that market, 
and six dollars apiece for the pictur's is about the fair deal for the 
price. If you don't succeed, I will give my head for a foot-ball. 
You'll hear 'em all say, Oh I that's her nose to a hair,-that's her 
eye exactly; you could tell that mouth anywhere, that smile you 
could swear to as far as you can see it,-it's a most a beaulifullike
ness. She's taken ofT complele-it's as natural as life. You could 
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do one at a sittin, or six a week, as easy as kiss my hand, and I'm 
athinkin you'd find it answer a good eend, and put you in funds for 
.1 start in the clock line. 

But, Sam, says hI', aputtin of his hand on my shoulder, and lookin 
me strong in the face, mind your eye, my boy; mind you don't get 
tangled in the deep sea grass, so you can't clear hand or foot. There 
arc some pia guy pretty galls there, and some on 'em have saved a 
considerable round sum too; don't let 'em walk into you now afore 
YOIl know where YOU be. Young gentlemen arc scarce in New Eng
land, sweethearts' ain't to be had for love nor money, and a good
lookin fellow like you, with five hundred pair of pretty little good
natured longin eyes on him, is in a fair way 0' gettin his flint fixed, 
J tell you. Marriage won't do for you, my hearty, till you've seed 
the world 'and made somelhin handsum. To marry for money is 
mean, to marry without it is folly, and to marry both young and 
poor is downright madness; so hands 01T, says you; love to all, but 
none in parliklar. If you find yourself agettin spooney, throw 
IJrush, palette, and paint over the falls, and 01T full split; change of 
air and scene to cure loye, consumption, or the blues, must be taken 
ilirly in the disease, or it's no good. An ounce 0' prevention is worth 
<1 pound 0' cure. Recollect, 100, when you are married, you are tied 
by the leg, Sam; like one of our sOdger disarters, you have a chain 
adanglin to your foot, with a plaguy heavy shot to the eend of it. It 
"keeps you to one place most all the time, for you can't carry it 
'with you, and you can't leave it behind you, and you can't do nothin 
with it. 

If you think you can trust yourself, go ; if not, stay where you be. 
lt's a grand school, tho', Sam; you'll know somethin of human 
natur when you leave Lowell, I estimate, for they'lIlarn you how 
10 (,lit your eye-teeth them galls; you'll see how wonderful the ways 
(If womankind is, for they do I,eat all-that's sartin. 'Veil, down I 
went to Lowell, and arter a day or two spent avisitin the factories, 
and gettin introduced to the ladies, I I"ok a room and sot up my easel, 
and I had as much work as ever I could cleycrly turn my hand to. 
1\Iost every gall ill the place had her likeness taken; some wanted 
'em to send to home, some to give to a sweetheart to admire, and 
~llIn(~ to hang up to admire themselves. The hest of the joke was, 
,'\ pry gall had an excuse for hein there. They all seemed as if they 
thought it warn't quite genteel, a little too much in the help style. 
One said she came for the benefit of the lecturs at the Lyceum, 
.mother to carry a little sister to dancin school, and a third to assist 
the fund for foreign missions, and so on, but none on 'em to work. 
Some Oil 'em lived in large buildings belongin to the factory, and 
others in little cottages-three or four in a house. 

! recollect two or three days arter I arrived, I went to call on Miss 
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• Naylor, I knew down to Squantum, and she axed me to come and 
drink tea with her and the two ladies that lived with her. So in the 
evenin I put on my bettermost clothes and went down to tea. This, 
says she, introducin of me to the ladies, is Mr. Slick, a nath'e artist 
of great promise, and one that is self-taught too, that is come to take 
liS off; and this is Miss Jemima Potts of Milldam, in Umbagog; and 
this is Miss Hinah Dooly, a lady from Indgian Scalp Varmont. Your' 
sarvant, ladies, says I; I hope I see you Willi. Beautiful factory 
this, it whips English all holler; our free and enlightened citizens 
have exhibited so much skiIl, and our intelligent and enterprisin 
ladies, says I (with a smile and a bow to each), so mnch science and 
taste, that I reckon we might stump the univarsal world to ditto 
Lowell. It sartainly is one of the wondrrs of thll world, says Miss 
Jemima Potts; it is astonishing how jealous the English are, it makes 
'em so ryled they can't bear to praise it at all. There was one on 
'em agoin thro' the large cotton factory to-day with Judge Belrr, and 
says the Judge to him, now don't this astonish you '1 said he: don't 
it exceed any idea you could have formed of it? you must allow there 
is nothin like it in Europe, and yet this is only in its infancy-it's 
only gist begun. Come now, confess the fact, don't you feel that the 
sun of England is set for ever-her glory departed to set up its 
standard in the new world? Speak candidly now, for I should like 
to hear what you think. It certainly is a respectable effort for a 
young country with a thin population, said he, and a limited capital, 
and is creditable to the skill and enterprise of New England; but as 
for rivalry, it's wholly out of the question, and he looked as mad as 
if he could aswallered a wild cat alive. Well, well, said the Judge, 
larfin, for he is a sweet-tempered, dear man, and the politest one 
too I ever knew, I don't altogether know as it is gist fair to ask yon 
to admit a fact so humblin to your national pride, and so mortifyin 
to your feelins as an Englishman; but I can easily conceive how 
thunderstruck you must have been on enterin this town at its pro
digious power, its great capacity, its wonderful promise. It's gene
rally allowed to be the first thing of the kind in the world. But 
what are you alookin at, Mr. Slick? said she; is there anything on 
my cheek? I was only athinkin, says J, how difficult it would I,,· 
to paint such a'most a beautiful complexion, to infuse into it the soft
n('ss and rfthness of natur's colorin ; I'm most afeerd and it would be 
bl'yond my art-that's a fact. 

Oh, you artists do flatter so, said she; tho' flattery is a part of your 
profession I do believe; but I'm e'en a'most sure there is somethin 
or another on my face,-and she got up and looked into the glass to 
satisfy herself. It would a'done you good, squire, too see how it did 
satisfy her too. How many of the ladies have you taken off? said 
Miss Dooly. I have only painted three, said r, yo'!: but I have thirty 
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bespoke. How would you like to be painted, said I, miss? On a· 
white horse, said she, accompanying of my father, the general, to the 
review. And you, said I, Miss Naylor? Astudyio Judge Naylor, 
my uncle's specimens, said she, in the library. Says Miss Jemima, 
I should like to be taken off in my brother's barge. What is he? 
said I, for he would have to have his uniform on. He? said she;
why, he is a-and she looked away and coloured up like any thing
he's an officer, sir, said she, in one of our national ships. Yes, miss, 
said I, I know that; but officers are dressed accordin to their grade. 
you know, in our sarvice. We must give him 'the right dress. 
What is his grade? The other two ladies turned round and giggled, 
and Miss Jemima hung down her head and looked foolish. Says 
Miss Naylor, why don't you tell him, dear? No, says she, I won't; 
do you tell him. No, indeed, said Miss Naylor; he is not my bro
Iher; you ought to know best what he is i-do you tell him yourself. 
Oh, )'OU know ,cry well, Mr. Slick, said she, only you make as if 
YOIl didn't, to poke fun at me and make me say it. I hope I may be 
shot i r I do, says I, miss; I never heerd tell of him afore, and if he 
is an officer in our navy, there is one thing I can tell you, says I, 
you needn't be ashamed to call ooe of our naval heroes your brother, 
nor to tell his grade neither, for there ain't an office in the sarvice 
Ihat ain't one of honour and glory. The British can whip all the 
world, and we can whip the British. 

Well, says she, alookin down and takin up her handkerchief, and 
turnin it eend for eend to read the marks in the corner of it, to see 
if it was hern or not,-if I 'must, then I suppose I must; he is a 
rooster swain then, but it's a shame to make me. A rooster swain! 
says I; well, I vow I never heerd that grade afore in all my born 
days; I hope I may die if I did. What sort of a swain is a rooster 
swain? How you do act, Mr. Slick, said she; ain't you ashamed 
of yourself'? Do, for gracious sake, behave, and not carryon 
so like Old Scratch. You are goin too far now; ain't he, Miss 
Naylor? Upon my word I don't know what you mean, said Miss 
Naylor, affectio to look as innocent as a female fox; I'm nol used to 
sea-tarms, and I don't onderstand it no more than he does; and Miss 
Dooly got up a book, and began to read and rock herself back
ward and forward in a chair, as regilar as a Mississippi sawyer, and 
as demure as you please, Well, thinks I, what onder te suo can 
she mean? for I can't make head or tail of it. A rooster swain 1-
a rooster swain! says I; do tell--Well, says she, you make me 
feel quite spuoky, and if you don't stop this minuit, I'll go right out 
of the room; it ain't fair to make game of me so, and I don't thank 
1'ou for it one mile or morsel. Says I, miss, I beg your pardon; I'll 
take my davy I didn'l mean no oflence at all; but, upon my word 
and honour, I never heerd the word rooster swain afore, and I don't 
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mean to larf ~t your brother or tease you neither, Well, says she, 
I suppose you never will ha' done, so turn away your face and I will 
tell you. And she got up and turned my head round with her hands 
to the wall, and the other two ladies-started out, and said they'd go 
and see arter the tea. 

Well, says I, are you ready now, miss? Yes, said she i-a rooster 
swain, if you must know, you wicked critter you, is a cockswain; a 
word you know'd well enough warn't fit for a lady to speak; so take 
thatto remember it by,-and she fetched me a deuce of a clip on the 
side of the face, and ran out of the room. Well, I swear I could 
hardly keep from larlin right out, to find out arter all it was nothin 
but a coxswain she made such a louss about; but I felt kinder sorry, 
too, to have bothered her so, for I recollect there was the same dif
ficulty among our ladies last war about the name of the English 
officer that took Washington; they called him always the' British 
Admiral,' and there warn't a lady in the Union would call him by 
name. I'm a great friend to decency,-a very great friend indeed, 
squire,-for decency is a manly var(u~; and to delicacy, for delicacy 
is a feminine vartue; but as for squeamishness, rat me if it don't 
make me sick. 

There was two little rooms behind the keepin room; one was a 
pantry, and t'other a kitchen. It was into lhe fardest one the ladies 
went to get tea rea:!y, and presently they brought in the things and 
sot them down on the table, and we all gol sociable once more. Gist 
as we began conversation ag'in, Miss Jemima Potts said she must 
go and bring in the cream jug. Well, up I jumps, and follers her 
out, and says I, pray let me, miss, wait upon you; it ain't fair for 
the ladies to do this when the gentlemen are by,-is it? Why didn't 
you call on me? I overtook her gist at the kitchen door. But this 
door-way, said I, is so plaguy narrer,-ain't it? There's hardly 
foom for two to pass without their lips atonchin, is there? Ain't you 
ashamed '? said she, I be!ieve you have broke my comb in two,
that's a fact i-but don't do tnat ag'in, said she, awhisperin,-that's 
a dear man; Miss Dooly will hear you, and tell every lady in the 
factory, for she's pia guy jealous i-SO let me pass now. One more 
to make friends, said I, miss. Hush! said she,-there-let me go ; 
and she put the jug in my hand, and then whipped up a plate herself, 
and back into the parlour in no time. 

A curtain, says I, ladies (as I sot down ag'in), or a book-shelf, I 
could introduce into the pictUf, but it would make it a work 0' great 
time and expense, to do it the way you speak of; and besides, said I, 

who would look at the rest if the face was well done? for one thing, 
I will say, three prettier farces never 1vas seen painted on canvass. 
Oh, Mr. Slick, says they, how you bam !-ain't you ashamed ? Fact, 
says I, ladies, upon my honour ;-a fact, and no mistake. If you 
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would allow me, ladies, saiJ r, to suggest, I think hair dono up high, 
long tortoise-shell comb, with flowers on the top, would become you, 
Miss Naylor, anJ set otT your fine Grecian face grand. A fashion
ablo mornin cap, lined wilh pink and trimmed with blue bows, would 
set otT your portrait, !\fiss Dooly, and become your splendid Roman 
profile ('omplde. And what for me? said Jemima. If I might be 
so bolJ, said r, I would advise leavin out the comb in your case, miss, 
said I, as you arc tall, and it might perhaps be in the way, and be 
broke in two (and I pressed her foot onder the table with mine); 
and I would throw the hair into lon.~ loose nateral curls, and let the 
ncrk and sholliders be considerable bare, to give room for a pearl 
necklarp, or coral beads, or any little splendid ornament of that kind. 
Miss Jpmima looked quite delighted at this idea, and, jumpin up, 
exclaimed, Dear me, said'she, I forgot the sugar-tongs I I'll gist 
go and fdrh 'em. Allow me, says I, miss, follerin her; but ain't it 
funny, tho', sal s I, too, that we should gist get scroudged ag'in in 
this , .. ry identical little narrer door-way,-ain't it? How you act, 
said she; now this i., too iJad; that curl is all squashed, I declare; I 
won't come out ag'in to-night, I now. Nor I neither then, said I, 
larlin; Ict t1lPm that wants things go for 'em. Then you couldn't 
introducc the specimens, could you? said ;\liss Naylor. The judge, 
my 1Incle, has a beautiful collection. 'Vhen he was in business as a 
master mason, he built the great independent Democratic Sove
reignty Hall at Sam Patclwille (a noble bvilJin that, !\Ir. Slick,
it's generally alloW/·J to be the first piece of architecture in the 
world). Hc always hroke otT a piece of every kind of stone used in 
the building, and it makps a'most a complete collection. If I could 
be taken otT at a tabl .. astudyin and asortin 'em into primary forma
tions, secondary formations, and trap, I should like it amazinly. 

Well, says I, I'll do the best I can to please you, miss, for I never 
hear of secondary formations without pleasure,-that's a fact. _ The 
ladies, you know, are the secondary formation, for they were formed· 
arter man, and as for trap, says I, if they ain't up to that, it's a pity. 
Why. as I'm alive, said I, if that ain't the nineo'c1ock bell: well, how 
time has flnw'd, hasn't it? I suppose I must be amovin, as it is get
tin on considerahle late, but I must say I've had a most delightful 
ev('nin as ever I spent in my life. When a body, says T, finds him
self in a circle of literary and scientific ladies, he takes no note of 
time, it passes so smooth and quick. Now, says I, ladies, excuse me 
for mentionin a little bit of business, but it is usual in my profession 
to be paid one half in advance; 'but with the ladies I dispense with 
that rule, says I, on one condition,-I receive a kiss as airnest. Oh; 
Mr. Slick, said they, how can you? No kiss, no pictur, says I. Is 
that an invariable rulc'l says they. I never deviated from it in my 
life, said I, especially where the ladies are so beautiful as my kind·, 
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friends here to-night are. Thank you, my sweet Miss Naylor, said r. 
Oh, did you ever -? said she. And you also,. dear Miss Dooly. Oh, 
my sakes, said she, how ondecentl I wish I could take my pay al-. 
together in that coin, said I. Well, you'll get no such airnest from 
me, I can tell you, said Miss Jemima, and off she sot and darted out 
0' the room like a kitten, and I arter her. Oh! that dear little narrer 
door-way seems made on purpose, said I, don't it? Well, I hope 
you are satisfied now, said she, you forward, impudent critter; you've 
taken away my breath a'most. Good night, ladies, said I. Good 
night, Mr. Slick, says they; don't forget to call and take us off to
morrow at intermission. And, says ;\Iiss Jemima, walliin out as far 
as the gate with me, when not better engaged, we shall be happy to 
see you sociaLly to tea. Most happy, Miss, said I; only I fear 1 shall 
call oftener than will be agreeaLle; but, dear.me! says I, I've forgot 
somethin I declare, and I turned right about. Perhaps you have for
got it, in the little narrer door-way, said she, alarfin and asteppin 
backwards, and holdin up both hands to fend oll. What is it? said 
she, and she looked up as saucy and as rompy as you please. Why, 
said I, that dreadful, horrid name you cal:ed your brother. What 
was it? for I've forgot it, I yow. Look about and find out, said she; 
it's what you ain't, and never was, and never will be, and that's a 
gentleman. You are a nasty, dirty, ondecent man,-that's flat, and 
if you "don't like it you may lump it, so there now for you-good night . 

. Bul stop-shake hand~ afore YOll go, said she; let's part friends, and 
she held out her hand. Gist as I was agoin to take it, it slipt ull 
like flash by my face, and tipt my hat off over my shoulder, and as 
I lurned and stooped to pick it up, she up with her little foot and let 
me have it, and pitched me right over on my knees. It was done as 
quick as wink. Even and quit now, said she, as good friends as ever. 
Done, said I. But hush, said she; that critter has the ears of a mole, 
and the eyes of a lynx. What critter? said I. Why, that frightful, 
ugly varment witch, Binah Dooly, if she ain't acomin out here, as 
I'm a livin sinner. Come again soon-that's a dear-good nightl
and she sailed back as demure as if nolhin had ahappened. Yes, 
squire, the Honourable Eli Wad, the foundationalist, was right when 
he said 1'(\ see sunthin of human natur among the factory galls. The 
ways of woman kind are wonderful indeed. This was my first lesson, 
thai squeamishness and indelicacy are ciftenfound united,. ill sltOrt, 
/Jillt ill manners, as in other thinys, extremes meet. 
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CHAPTER LIt 

TilE SCHOOLMASTER ABROAD. 

TilE road from Chester to Halifax is one of the worst~n the pro .. 
vince; and daylight failing liS before we made the half of our jOllrney, 
we were compelled to spend the night at a small unlicensed house, 
the occasional resort of fishermen and coasters. There was but one 
room in the shanty, besides the kitchen and bed-room; and that one, 
though perfectly clean, smelt intolerably of smoked salmon that gar
nished its rafters. A musket, a light-fowling piece, and a heavy 
American rifle, were slung on the beams that supported the floor of 
the garret; and snow-shoes, fishing-rods, and small dip-nets with 
long ash handles, were secured to the wall by iron hooks. Altoge
Iher it had a sporting appearance, that indicated the owner to be one 
of those amphibious animals to whom land or water is equally 
natural, and who prefer the pleasures of the chase and the fishery 
to the severer labour but more profitable employment of tilling the 
soil. A few fancy articles of costly materials and superior work
manship that ornamented the mantel-piece and open closet (probably 
presents from the f!entlemen of the garrison at Halifax), shewed that. 
there were sometimes visitors of a different description from the ordi
nary customers. As the house was a solitary one, and situated at 
the head of a deep, well-sheltered inlet, it is probable that smugglin 
may have adlled to the profits, and diversified the pursuits of the 
owner. He did not, however, make his appearance. He had 
gone, his wife said, in his boat that afternoon to Margaret's bay, a 
distance of eight miles, to procure some salt to cure his fish, and 
would probably not return before the morning. 

I've been here before, you see, squire, said Mr. Slick, pointing to a 
wooden clock in the corner of the room; folks that have nothin' to 
do like Lo see how the time goes,-and a man who takes a glass of 
grog at twelve o'clock is the most punctual feller in the world. The 
draft is always honoured when it falls due. But who have we here? 
As he said this, a man entered the room, carrying a small bundle 
in his hand, tied up in a dirty silk pocket-handkerchief. He was 
dressed in an old suit of rusty black, much the worse for wear. 
His face bore the marks of intemperance, and he appeared much 
fatigued with his journey, which he had performed alone and on foot. 
I hope I don't intrude, gentlemen, said he; but you see Dulhanty, poor 
fellow, has but one room, and poverty makes us acquainted with 
strange lied-fellows sometimes. Brandy, my little girl, and some cold 
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water; take it out of the north side of the well, my dear,-and,-do 
you hear,-bequick, for I'm choked with the dust. Gentlemen, will 
you take some brandy and water'! said he. Dulhanty always keeps 
some good brandy,-none 0' your wretched Yankee peach brandy, 
that's enough to pyson a horse, but real Cogniak. Well, I don't 
care if I do, said Mr. Slick. Arter you, sir. By your leave, the 
water, sir. Gentlemen, all your healths, said the stranger. Goot! 
brandy that, sir; you had better take another glass before the water 
gets warm, -and he helped himself again most liberally. Then, 
taking a survey of the Clockmaker and myself, observed to !\Ir. 
Slick, that he thought he had seen him before. Well, it's not 011-

likely;-where'? • 
Ah, that's the question, sir; I cannot exactly say where. 
Nor I neither. 
Which way may you be travellin? Down east, I expect? 
Which way are you from then? Somewhere down south? 
The traveller again applied himself to brandy and water. 
Ahem I then you are from Lunenburg 'I 
Well, I wont say I warn't at Lunenburg? 
Ahem I pretty place that Lunenburg; but they speak Dutch. D-n 

the Dutch; I hate Dutch: there's no language like English. 
Then I suppose you are going to Halifax? 
Well, I won't say I wont go to Halifax afore I return, neither. 
A nice town that Halifax-good fish market there; but they are 

not like the English fish a'ter all. Halibut is a poor substitute 
for the good old English turbot. Where did you say you were 
from, sir? 

I don't gist altogether mind that I said I was from any place 
in partikilar, but from down south last. 

Ahem! your health, sir; perhaps you are like myself, sir, a 
stranger, and have no home: and, after all, there is no home like 
England. Pray what part of England are you frolll'/ 

I estimate I'm not from England at all. 
I'm sorry for you, then: but where the devil are you from? 
In a general way folks say I'm from the States. 
Knock them down then, d-n them. If any man was to insult 

me by calling me a Yankee, I'd kick him; but the Yankees have 
no seat· of honour to kick. If I hadn't been thinkin more of my 
brandy and water than your answers, I might have known you 
were a Yankee by your miserable evasions. They never give a 
straight answer-there's nothing straight about them, but their 
long backs,-and he was asleep in his chair, overcome by the united 
effects of the heat, the brandy, and fatigue. 

That's one 0' their schoolmasters, said Mr. Slick; and it's no 
wonde.r the Blue-noses are such 'cute chaps when they got such 
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masters as that arc to teach the young idea how to shoot. The 
critter has axed more questions in ten minutes than if he was a full
blooded Yankee, tho' he does hate them so peeomerfully. He's all 
Englishman, ami, I ~Ile,s, has seen better days; but he is ruinated 
by drink now. 'Vhen he is about half shaved he is an everlastin 
lJuarrelsom critter, and carries a most plaguy oncivil tongue in his 
head: that's the fPason I didn't let on where I came from, for he 
hates us like pyson. But then~ ain't many such critters here; 
the English don't emigrate here much,-they go to Canada or the 
States: ami it',; "lran.~,! too, for, squire, this is the best location in 
all America, is NUl a Scotia, if the lIritish did but know it. 

It will have the greatest trade, the greatest population, the most 
manufadurs,and the most wealth of any state this side of the water. 
The resources, naleral adlantages, and political position of this place 
heat all. Take it all tf)~I'IIH'r, I don't knolV gist such a country in 
the univarsal world a'most. What! Nova Scotia? said I; this poor 
little colon y, this Ultima Thule of America, -w hat is eyer to make it a 
place of any l'onse(IUeIlCl''! Everythin~, squire, said he, everything 
that constitutes ;::rl'atnl'ss. I wish we had it,-that's all; and we will 
have it too some u' these days, if they don't look sharp. In the first 
place it has mure nor twice as many great men-o'-war harbours init, 
capable of holJill' the whole navy in it, stock, lock, and barrel, than 
we have from Maine to ~Iexico, besiJes innumerablo small harbours, 
island lees, and other shelters, and it's gist all but an island itself; 
and most all the brst 0' their harbours don't freeze up at no time. 
It ain't shut up like Canada and our back country all winter, but 
)'ou can in and out as you please; and it's so inlersecteJ with 
ril (,I'S and lakes, must no part of it is twenty miles from navigable 
water to the sea,-and then it is the nearest point of our continent 
to Europe. All that, said J, is very true; but good harbours, though 
neeessary for trade, am not the only things requisite in commerce. 
But it's in the midst of the fisheries, squire,-ali sorts of fisheries 
too. River fisheries of shad, salmon, gasperaux, and herring
shore fishery of mackerel and cod-bank fishery, and Labrador 
fishery. Oli dear! it beats all, and they don't. do noUlin with 'em, 
but leave 'em to us. They don't seem to think 'em worth havin 
or keepin, for government don't protect 'em. See what a school 
for seamen that is, to man the ships to fill the harbours. 

Then look at tIll' beeowels of the airth: only think of the coal; and 
it's no lise atalkin, that's the only coal to supply us that we can rely 
on. Why, there ain't 1I0tllin like it. It extends all the way from 
Bay of Fundy right out to Pictou, thro' the province, and theh under 
all the island of Cape Breton; and some 0' them seams are the big
gest, amI thickest, and deepest ever yet discovered since the world 
began. Beautiful coal it is too. Then natur has given 'em most 



THE SCHOOLMASTEH ABROAD. 

grand abundant iron-ore, here and there and everywhere, and wood 
and coal to work it. Only think 0' them two things in such abun
dance, and a country possessed of first chop-water powers every
where, and then tell me Providence hasn't laid the foundation of a 
munufactorin nation here. But that ain't all. Gist see the plaster 
of Paris, what almighty big heaps of it there is here. We usc already 
more nor a hundred and fifty thousand tons of it a-year for manure, 
and we shall want ten times that quantity yet,-we can't do without 
it: it has done more for us than steam; it has made our barren lands 
fL'rtile, and whole tracts habitable, that never would have been worth 
a cent an acre without it. It will go to South America and the 'Yest 
Indgi('s yet-it is the magic wand-it's the philosopher's stone; I 
hope I may be shot if it ain't: it turns all it touches into gold. See 
what a sight of vessels it'takes to carry a great lllllky article like 
that,-what a sight of men it employs, what a host of folks it feeds, 
wh~t a batch of sailors it bakes, what hardy tars for the wooden walls 
of Old England. But Old England is as blind as a bat, and nIue
nose is a puppy only nine days old; he can't sec yet. If the critter 
was well trained, had his ears cropped and tongue wormed, he might 
tllrn out a decent-Iuokin whelp yet, for the old one is a good nurse 
<lfJ(1 feeds well. 'Veil, then, look at the lead, copper, slate (and as 
for slate, they may stump Wales, I know, to produce the like), 
granite, grindstone, freestone, lime, manganese, salt, sulphur. Why, 
thpy've got everything but enterprise, and that I do believe in my 
soul they expect to find /I mine of, and dig up out of the ground as 
they tlo coal. But the soil, squire, where will you find the like 0' 

that·? A considerable part of it along the coast is poor, no dou"t; 
but it's the fishin side o' the province, and therefore it's all right; but 
the bay side is a tcarin, rippin fine country. Them dyke mashes 
have raised hay and grain year arter year now for a whole centery 
without manure, and ( guess will continue to do so from July to 
etarntty. Then natur has given them that sea-mud, salt sand, s('a
weetl, and river sludge for dressin their upland, so that it could be 
matle to carry wheat till all's blue again. 

If it possesses all these advantages you speak of, said I, it "ill 
doubtless be some day or another both a populous and rich country; 
but still it does not appear to me that it can be compared to the country 
of the Mississippi. Why, squire, said he, if you was once to New 
Orleens I think you wouldn't say so. That is a great country, no 
doubt, toe great to compare 10 a small province like this; great re
sources, great river, fertile land, great trade; but the climate is 
awful, and the emigrant people ain't much better than the climate. 
The foll.s at New Orleens put me in mind of children playin in a 
churchyard, jumpin over the graves, hidin behind the tombs, alarfin 
al the emblems of mortality and the queer old rhymes under 'em, all 
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full of life, and glee, and flln abllve ground, while onderneath it is l 

great charnpl-house, full of winding sheets, skeletons, and generation! 
of departed citizens. That are place is built in a bar in the harbour, 
malic of snags, driftwood, and chokes, heaped up by the river, and 
thrn filled and covered with the sediment and alluvial of the rich 
bottom, ab""" brought down by the freshets. H's peopled in the 
same way. The eddil's and tides of business of all that country cenlre 
Ihere, a;](1 the froth and scum are washed up and settle at New 
Orleens. It's lilled with all sorts of people, black, white, and Ind
gians, and their dim'rent shades, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
I)utch; English, Irish, and Scotch, and then people from every state 
in the Union. These last hayl' all nicknames. There's the hoosiers 
of Indiana, the suckers "f llIinoy, the pukes of Missuri, the buckeys 
of Ohio, thp red horses of Kentucky, the mudheads of Tenessee, the 
wolverilll''; of :\Iichigan, the eels of New England, and the corn
crackers of Yirginia. All these, with many otlll'rs, make up the 
population, wlJich is mottled with black and all its shades; 'most all 
100 i.s snpplied by emigration. It is a great caravansary filled with 
strangers, dissolute enough to make your hair stand an eend, drinkin 
all day, gamblin all night, and fightin all the time. Death pervades 
all natuf there; it breathes in the air, and it floats on the water, and 
rises in the vap0llrs and exhalations, and rides on the whirlwind and 
tempest: it dwells on the drought, and also in the inundation. 
AboH', below, within, arollnd, l'yerywhere is death; but who knows. 
or misses, or mourns the stranger? Dig a grave for him, and you 
plunge him into the water,-tlw worms eat the coffin, and the cro
codiles have the Lody. We have mills to Rhode Island with sarcular 
,IlWS, and apparatus for makin packin-boxes. At one of these fac
torit's they IIsed to make 'em in the shape of coffins, and then they 
san-cd a double purpose; they carried Ollt inions to New Orleans, and 
then carried out the dead to their graves. 

That arc city was made by the freshets. It's a chance if it ain't 
l'arried away by them. It may yet Le its fate to be swept clean off by 
'elll, to mingle once more with the stream that deposited it, and 
form new land further down the river. It may chance to be a spot 
to be pointed out from the steam-boats as the place where a great city 
once slood, and a great battle was once fought, in which Ihe genius 
and valour of the new world triumphed over the best troops and best 
:;inerals of Europe. That place is gist like a hot-bed, and the folks 
like the plants in it. People do grow rich fast; but they look kinder 
spindlin and weak, and they are e'en a'most choked with weeds and 
toad-stools, that grow every bit and grain as fasl,-and twice as na
teral. The Blue-noses don'! know how to valy this location, squire, 
thai's a facl., for it'3 a'most a grand olle. 

What's a grant! location? said lhe school-master, waking (lih 
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~o,a Scotia, said ?IIr. Slick. I was just atellin oC the squire, it's a 
grand location. D-n the location, said he; I hate the word; it 
ain't English; there are no words like the English words.-Here 
my litile girl, more brandy, my dear, and some fresh ,raler; mind 
it's fresh,-take it Ollt of the bottom of the well-do rou hear "?_ 
the coldest spot in the well; and be quick, for I'm b~rnt up "ith 
the heat to-day. Who's for a pull of grog? suppose we have a pull, 
gentlemen-a good pull, and a strong pull, and a plIll alto3eth~r, 
eh! Here's to you, gentlemen !-ah, iha!'" good! you are sure of 
good brandy here. I say, Mister Location, won't you moisten the 
clay, ell ?-Come, my honest fellow! I'll take another glass with 
you to our hetter acquaintance :-you won't, eh '? well, then, I'll 
supply your deficiency myself; here's luck! Where did you say 
you were from, sir? I don't mind that I indicated where I was 
from gist in p1tikiIar. No, you didn't; but I twig you now, my boy, 
Sam Slick, the clockmaker! And so you say this is a nice location, 
do you? Yes, it is a nice localion for pride and poverty, for ignorance 
and assumption, for folly and vice. Curse the location! I say; 
there's no location like Old England. This is a poor mali's country, 
sir; but not a rich man's, or a gentleman's. There's nothing this 
side of the water, sir, approaching to the class of gentry. They have 
neither the feelings, the sentiments, nor the breeding. They know 
nothing about it. What little they have here, sir, are 3econd-hand 
airs copied from poor models that necessity forces out here. It is 
the farce of high life below stairs, sir, played in a poor theatre to a 
provincial audience. Poor as I am, humble as [am, and degraded as I 
am,-for I am now all three,-I hal'e seen better days, and was not al
ways the houseless wanderer you now see me. I know whatI am talking 
about. There is nothing beyond respectable mediocrity here; there 
npver can be, there is no material for it, there is nothing to support it. 
Some fresh water, my dear; that horrid water is hot enough to 
sc~ld one's throat. The worst of a colony is, sil', there is no field 
for ambition, no room for talents, no reward for distinguished exer
tions. It is a rich country for a poor man, and a poor country for 
a rich one. There is no permanent upper class of society here, or 
any where else in America. There are rich men, learned men, 
agreeable men, liberal men, and good men, but very few gentlemen. 
The breed ain't pure; it is not kept long enough distinct to refine, 
to obtain the distinctive marks, to become generic. Dry work this 
talking ;-your health, gentlemen I a good fellow that Dulhanty,
suppose we drink his health? he always keeps good brandy,-there's 
not a headache in a gallon of it. 

What was I talking about?-Oh! I havo it-the location, as those 
drawling Yankees call it. Yes, instead of importing horses here 
from England to improve the breed, they should import gentlemen; 
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Ihey want the true breed, t,hey want blood. Yes, said Ihe Clock
maker (whom I had never known til remain silent so long before), 
[guess. Yes, d-n youl said the stranger, what do ~Oll know about 
it 'I-you know as much aiJout a gentkman as a cat dol's of music. 
!fyou interrupt me again, I'll knock your two ('yt's inlo one, YOIl 

dock-making, pumpkin-headed, peddling, cheatill!C. Yankee vaga
bond. The sickly waxwork imitation of gentility hen', the faded arti
ficial flower of fashion, thenllgar pretension, the conteUl ptihle struggl., 
for precedence, makeondook acr.)ss the Atlantic with a longing after 
the freshness of nature, for iiI',' and its realities. All North AnlPriea is 
a poor country, with a poorclimate. I would not giv,' Ireland fol' tho 
whole of it. This Nova Scotia is fhe best part of it, aud has the greatest 
resources; but stillllH'rp is no lldd in a colony for a man of talpnt and 
education. Little ponds never hold hig fish, there is nothing Lut polly
wogs, tadpoks, and minims in them. Lopk at them as they swim tlno' 
the shallow water of the margins of their little muddy pool, following 
some small fellow an inch long, the leader "I' the shoal, that thinks 
himself a \\hall., and if you do not des rise t1ll'ir pretensions, you will, 
at least, be cOlllpelled to laugh at their absurditil's. Go to e,ery ll'
gislatufl' lhis side of the water from Con;;ress to Halifax, and hear 
the stuff that is talked. Go to ""pry press, and ,pc the stnff that is 
printed; ':0 to the people, and Sl'l' the stull' that is uttered or swallowed, 
and lhen tell me this is a localion fol' anything above mediocrity. What 
keeps you here, then '/ said Mr. Slick, if it is such an eyerlastin mi
serable conntry as )'OU lay it out to be. I'll tell you, sir, said he, 
and he drained 011' lhe whole of the brandl', as it'to prepare for the 
effort-I \ViII tell you what keeps 1Ill', and he placed his hands 011 

his knees, and looking the Clorkmaker steadily in the face until every 
muscle worked with emotion-I'll tell you, sir, if you must know
my misfortune. The elfort and Ih., brandy overpowered him; he 
fell from his chair. and we rellloved hinl to a bed, loosened his c,ra
I ai, a nd left him to hi, repost'. 

(t's a considerable of a trial, said the Clockmaker, to sit still and 
lislen to that cussed old critler, I 1('11 you. H you hadn', aileen here 
I'd agiv'n him a rael good fJuiItiu. I'd atanned his jaclwt for him; 
I'd alarned him to carry a civil tongue in his head, the nasty, drunk
ell, onmannerly, good-for-nolhin beast; more nor once, I felt mv 
fingers itch to !,!il I' him a slockdolager ullder the ear; hut he ain:t 
worth mindin, I guess. Y"" squire, J won't t\t>ny but New OrIeens 
is a great place, a wonderful place; but there arc resources here 
beyond all conception, and its climate is as pleasant as any we have, 
and a plaguy sight more healthy. I don't know what more you'd 
ask, almost an island indented everywhere with harbours surrounded 
with fisheries. The key of the St. Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy, 
a 1111 the West Indgies; - primo land above, one vast mineral 
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bed heneath, and a climate, over all, temperate, pleasant, and healthy. 
If that ain't enough for one place, it's a pity-that's all. 

CHAPTEH LUI. 

THE WRONG ROO~1. 

TilE next morning, the rain poured down in torrents, and it was' 
ten o'clock before we were able to resume our journey. I am glad. 
said Mr. Slick, that cussed critter that schoolmaster hasn't yet woke 
up. I'm most afeerd if he had aturned out afore we start('d, I should 
have quilted him, for that talk of his last night sticks in my crop 
considerable hard. It ain't over easy todigest, I tell you; for nothin 
a'most raises my dander so much as to hear a benighted, ignorant, 
and enslaved foreigner, belittle our free and enlightened citizens. 
But, see there, squire, said he, that's the first Indgian campment. 
we've fell in with on our journey. Happy fellers, them Indgians, 
ben't they'?-they have no wants and no cares but food and c\oathin, 
and fishin and huntin supply them things easy. That tall one you 
see spearin fish down in that are creek there, is Peter Paul, a most 
aplaguy 'cute chap. I mind the last time I was to Lunenberg, I 
seed him to the magistrate's, .fohn Robar's; he laid down the law to 
the justice better than are a lawyer I have met with in the provine(' 
yet; he talked as clever a'most as Mr. Clay. I'll tell you what it 
was :-Peter Paul had made his wigwam one winter near a brook on 
the farm of James M'Nutt, and employed his time in coopering, and 
used M'Nutt'stimber, when he wanted any. Well, M'Nuttthreatened 
to send him to jail if he didn't move away, and Paul came to Robar' 
to ax him whether it could be done. Says he, squire,-M'Nutt, he 
came to me, and says he, Peter, what adevil you do here, d-n you? 
I say, I make 'em bucket, make 'em tub, may be basket, or axe 
handle, to buy me some blanket and powder and shot with-you no 
want some? Well, he say, this my land, Peter, and my wood; I 
bought 'em, and pay money for 'em; I won't let you stay here and 
cut my wood; if you cut anoder stick, I send you to jail. Then I 
tell him I see what governor say to that; what you plant, that 
yours; what you sow, that yours too; but you no plant' em woods; 
God-he plant 'em dati he mal. 'em river, too, for all mens, white 
man and Indgian man-all same. God-he no give 'em river to 
one man,-he make him run thro' all the woods. When you drink, 
he rlln on and I drink, and then when all drink he run on to de sea. 
He no stand still-you no catch him-you no have him. If I cut 
down your apple-tree, then send me to jail, cause you plant 'em: 
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hnt if I cut !lown ash-tree, oak-tree, or pinr-Iri"', in woods, J say 
iI's minc. If I cut 'cm first-for trcc in hig woous likc river-first 
cut hil~l first havc him. If God "ivc 'em all to 1"11, where is your 
wrilin, or hring somebody say he hear him say so, then I stop. I 
IWH'r kill :~ Ollr hog, and say I thought him one hear, nor your hen, 
and say him one i'~rtr;d!.:('; but you go kill my stock, my carriboo, 
and Illy IIl0U"'. (Ill'\('j' frighten away your sherr; but ~'ou go chop 
wood, and make one d-d noise and frightcn aWilj' bear; so when I 
go to my trap I no find him there, and I lose him, and de .skin and 
de meat 100. No two 101 IYS hr \1111 and me, but all same. \ ou know 
Jeffery-him hi;.: m,ln to Halifax 1-well, him Icry goo!l man that; 
Yrrl' kind to poor Inlgian (when Ihat man go to heayen, God will 
giyl' Ilim plenty Lark:i to smoke, for that [know). 'Yell, he say, 
Peter Paul, when you want ash-tree, you go cut 'cm down on my 
land whcn you like; I give you leave. He very good man dat, but 
Gou give 'em aforc Jelfery was born. And hy ilnd by, I say, lWNutt, 
you Ila\1' 'em all. Indgian all die soon; no more wood left-no 
more hunt lert; he stan'e, and then you take all. Till then I take 
'em wood that God plant for us, "'hero I find 'em, and no thanks to 
Y'ou. It would puzzle a Philadelphia lawycr, to answer that, I guess, 
said Mr. Slick. That feller cyphc'rcd that out of human natur-the 
best book a man can ,iudy arter all, and the only true one ;-there's 
no two ways about it-there's ill'Vl'r no mistake there. Queer critter, 
that Peter; he has an answer for clcery one; nothin cyer da'nts or 
Jloses him; hut her,' In' are at thc f'nd of ollr journf'I', and I must 
say I am sorry for it too, for tho' it's been a (,onsiderable of a long 
onr, it's 1"'1'11 a very pleasant one. 

'Yhcn wc returned to Halifax we drove to ;\11 S. Spicer's boarding
house, where I had besJloken lodgings previously to my departure 
from town. 'Vhile the Sf'rI'ants "'I'fl' preparing my room, we were 
sLown inlo the parlour of Mrs. Spicer. She \\as young, pretty, and 
a widow. She had but one child, a daughter of six years of age, 
which, like all only children, was petted and spoiled. Shc was first 
shy, then familiar, and ended by bcinf' troublesome and rude. She 
amused her mother by imitating Mr. Slick's pronunciation, and her
self by using his hat for a foot-ball. 

Entcrtainin that, ;jin't it'~ said the Clock maker, as we entered our 
own arartlllcnl~. 'fh,' worst of womcn is, said he, thev are for 
t'1f'llaslinl) atcusin fG!ks with their children, and take mor~ pains to 
spoil 'Clll and lil;.I; .. 'CIII disagreeahlc than any thin else. 'Yho the 
plague wants to lH'ur 'I'm n'peat a yard 0' Jloetry like that are little 
sarpent'?-I am sure I don't. Thc lhn. EIi'Vad was right when 
he said the ways 0' womenkind are wondcrful. I've bcen afeered to 
venture on matrimony myself, and I don't altogether think I shall 
3)likilate in that line for one "hil.. It don't gist suit a rovin man 
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like me. It's a considerable of a tie, and then it ain't like a horse 
deal, where, if you don't like the beast, you can put it off in a rame, 
or a trade, or swop and suit yourself better; but you must make tho 
best of a bad bargain, and put up with it. It ain't often vou meet a 
critter of the right mettle; spirited, yet gentle; easy on th~ bit, sure
footed and spry; no bitin, or kickin, or sulkin, or racin off, or refusin 
to go, or runnin back, and then cleanlimbed and good carriage. It's 
about the dimcuItest piece of business I know on. 

Our great cities are most the only places in our Vnion where a man 
can marry with comfort, rael right down genU1vine comfort, and no 
drawback. No farnishin a house; and if you go for to please a woman 
in that line, there's no eend 0' the expense they'll go to, and no trImble 
about helps; a considerable of a plague them in the states, you may 
depend; then you got nothin to provide, and notllin to see arter, amI 
it ain't so plaguy lonely as a private house neither. The ladies, too, 
have nothin to do all day, but dress themselves, gossip, walk out, or 
go ashoppin, or receive \ isits to home. They have a'most a grand 
time of it, you may depend. If there be any children, why, they 
can be sent up garret with the helps, Ollt 0' the way and out 0' hearin, 
till they are big enough to go to school. They ain't half the plague 
they be in a private house. But one 0' the best things about it is, a 
man needn't stay at home to entertain his wife a-evenins, for she 
can find company enough in the public rooms, if she has a mind to, 
and he can go to the political clubs and coffee-houses, and see arter 
politics, and inquire how the nation's agoin on, and watch over the 
doins of Congress. It takes a great deal of time that, and a man 
can't discharge his duties right to the State or the Union either, if he 
is for everlastinly tied to his wife's apron-strings. You may talk 
about the domestic hearth, and the pleasures of horne, and the family 
circle, and all that, are sort 0' thing, squire: it sounds very clever. 
and reads dreadful pretty; but what does it eend in at last? why. a 
scoldin wife with her shoes down to heel, a - see - sawin in a rockin 
chair; her hair either not done up at all, or all stuck chock full of 
paper and pins, like porcupine quills; a smoky ehimbly apnttin of 
your eyes out; cryin children ascreamin of your ears out; extrava
gant, wasteful helps, a empty in of your pockets out, and the whole 
thing awearin of your patience out. No, there's nothin like a great 
boardin house for married folks; it don't cost nothin like keepin house, 
and there's plenty 0' company all the time, and the women folk never 
feel lonely like, when their husbands are not to home. The only 
thing is to larn the geography of the house weIl, and know their own 
number. If they don't do that they may get into a most adeuce of a 
scrape, that it ain't so easy to back out of. I recollect a'most a eu,,: 
riolls accident that happened that way once, agettin into the 1vrong 
1'00111. 
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had gnn:: dowlI to ll(lston to keep 4th of July, our great Anniver
sary-day. A i'fI'ilt day that, squire; a great national festival; a 
splendid spectacle; fifteen millions of free men and three millions of 
slaves acelebratin the birth-day of liberty; rejoicin in their strength, 
their fr<'edolll and enlightenment. Perhaps the sun never shone on 
such a sight afore, nor the moon, nor the stars, for their planetary 
system ain't morp perfect than our political system. The sun typifies 
our splendor; the moon in its changes figures our rotation of office, and 
eclips('s of Presidcnts,-and the stars are emblems of our states, as 
paintedollonrflags. If the British don't catch it that day, it's a pity. 
All over our Union, in every town and village, there are orations made, 
gistaIJout as beautiful pieces ofworkman3hip, and as nicely dovetailed 
and mortised, and as prettily put together as well can be, and the English 
catch it PI l'r~ wh!:'re. All our battles are fought over ag'in, and you 
can e'en a'most see the British aflyin afore them like the wind, full 
split, or layin down their arms as humble as you please, or march in 
oIT as prisoners tieu two and two, lik,' runaway niggers, as plain 
as Hyoll was in the engagements, and 'Vashington on his great big war
horse a ridin over them, and our free and enlightened citizens askiverin 
of them ; or the proud impuuenL officers akneclin down to him, givin up 
their swords, and a b,'ggin for dcar life for quarter. Then you think 
you can e'en a'most see that infarnal spy Andre nabbed and sarched, 
and the scorn that sot on the brows of our heroes as they threw into 
the dirt the money he olTered to bl~ released, and hear him beg likean 
Indgian to be shot like a gentleman, and not hanged like a thief, and 
Washington's noble and magnanimolls answer,-' I guess they'll 
think we arc aCeenl if \\"(' don'I;'-so simple, so sublime. The ham
merin of the carpenters seem to strike your ears as Lhey erect the 
gallus; and then his struggles, like a dog lucked up for sheep-stealin, 
are as nateral as lifo. I must say [ do like to hear them orations, 
-to hear of the dreds of our heroes by land and by sea. It's a bright 
page of history that. It exasperates the young-it makes their blood 
boil at the wrongs of their forefathers; it makes them clean their 
rifles, "and run their bullets. It prep:Jfl's thcIll for that great day, 
that conlin day, that no distant day neither, that must come and will 
coml', and can't hrlp acomin, when Britain will be a colony to our 
great nation, and when her colonies will be states in our Union. 

Many's the disputes, and pretty hot disputes too, I've had with 
minister about these orations. He never would go near one on 'em; 
he said they wen' in bad taste-(a great phrase of hisn that, poor 
dear good old man; I believe his heart yarns arter old times, and I 
must think sometimes he oughl to have joined the refugees)-bad 
taste, Sam. It smells 0' braggin, its ongentlemanly; and, what's 
wors('-it's onchristian. 

Bu! ministers don't know much of this world; they may know 
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the road to the next; but they don't know the cross-roads and by
paths of this one-that's a fact. But I was agoin to tell you what 
happened that day-l was stayin to General Pepp's Loardin house to 
Boston, to enjoy, as I was asayin, the anniversary. There was an 
amazin crowd of folks there: the house was chock full of strangers. 
Well, there was a gentleman and a lady, one l\Iajor Ebenezer Sproul 
and his wife, aboardin there, that had one child, the most cryenest 
critter I ever seed; it boohood all night a'most, and the boarders 
said it must be sent up to the garret to the helps, for no soul could 
sleep a'most for it. Well, most every night Mrs, Sproul had to go 
up there to quiet the little varmint,-for it wouldn't give over yellin 
for no one but her. That night, in partikilar, the critter screetched 
and screamed like Old Scratch; and at last Mrs. Sproul slipped on 
her dressin gownd, and went up stairs to it,-and left her door ajar, 
80 as not to disturb her husband acomin back; and when she re
turned, she pushed the door open softly, and shot it to, and got into 
bed. He's asleep, now, says she; I hope he won't disturb me ag'in. 
No, I ain't asleep, mynheer stranger, says Old Zwicker, a Dutch 
marchant from Albany (for she had got into the wron~ room, and 
got into his bed by mistake), nor I don't dank you, nor Gineral Beep 
needer, for puddin you into my bed mid me, widout my leave nor 
lichense, nor approbation, needer. I liksh your place more better 
as your company. Oh, I got no gimbletl Het is jammer, it is a 
pity I Oh I dear, if she didn't let go, it's a pity; she kicked and 
screamed, and carried on like a ravin distracted hed-hui-!. Tousand 
teyvels, said he, what ails te man '/ I pelieYe he is pewitched, 
Murder I murder I said she, and she cried out at the very tip eend of 
her voice, murder I murder I 'Veil, Zwicker, he jumped out 0' hed 
in an all-Ii red hurry, most properly frightened, you may depend; 
and seezin her dressin gownd, instead of his trousers, he put his legs 
into the arms of it, and was arunnin out of .the room aholdin up of 
the skirts with his hands, as I came in with the candle. De ferry 
teyvil hisself is in te man, and in te trousher too, said he; for 1 
pelieve te coat has grow'd to it in de night, it is so tam long. Oil, 
tear I what a pity. Stop, says I, Mister Zwicker, and 1 pulled him 
back by the gownd (I thought 1 should adied larfin to see him in his 
red night-cap, his eyes starin out 0' his head, and those short
legged trousers on, for the sleeves of the dressin gownd didn't come 
further than his knees, with a great long tail to 'em). Stop, says I, 
and tell us what all this everlastin hubbub is about: who's dead, 
and what's to pay now? 

All this time Mrs. Sproul lay curled up like a cat, covered all over 
in the bed clothes, ayellin and ascreamin like mad; a 'most all the 
house was gathered there, some ondressed, and some half-dressed 
-some had sticks and pokers, and some had swon\,;. Hullo! say' 
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T, wllo on airth is makin all this tonss? Golen Hymel, said he, 01Ll 
S~ydoll himself, I do peleive; he rame tru de door and jumped right 
inlo ped, and ~ eliI'd so loud in mine ear as to deefen my head a'most: 
pull him out j,y th., cloven foot, and kill him, tam him! J had no 
;.:illlblet no morl', and he know'd it, and dat is te cause, and notin 
('Ise. Well, the folks got hold of the clothes, and pulled and hauled 
away tilllwr head showed above the "llI'el. Dear, Dear, said Major 
Ebenezer Sproul ;-if it ~in't :\Iiss Sproul, my wife, as I am alive! 
'Vhy, Mary dear, \\h~i brought you here '?-what on airth are you 
adoin of in !\Ir. Zwicker's room here? J take my oat' she prought 
herself here, said Zwicker, and I peg she take herself away ag'in so 
fast as she came, and more faster too. 'Vhat will Vrou Zwicker say 
10 this wOlllan', tak-\\~, te likeesh (,H'r hoerd afore? Tear, 
lear, but 'tis too pad! 'Veil, well, says the folks, who'd athol/ght 
it ?-such a steady old g,'nlleman a~ 1\Ir. Zwicker,-and young Mann 
Sproul, says they,-only think of her!-ain't it horrid? The hussy! 
says thc women honse-helps: sh<"s lIicely caught, ain't she? She's 
:]11 ,;':r>'ai thin~s, anyhow, to take up ,"ith that nasty smoky old 
Dllfcliman; it Siln e, her right,-it does, the good-for-nothin jade; 
I wOllldn't allad it happen, says the !\Iajor, for fjrty dollars, I vow; 
Jnd he walked up and down, and wrung his hands, and looked streak
ed enough, you may depend :-no, nor I don't know, said he, as I 
would for a hllndred dollars a'most. Have what happened, says 
Z\yicker; IIpon my ,ort and honor and sole, notin happened, only I 
had no gimblel. Het is jammer; it is a pity, I went to see the baby, 
said Mrs. Sprolll,-a~obhin ready to kill herself, poor thing !-and 
-- "·ell, I don't \Y~nt, nor have occasion, nor require a nurse, 
;aid Zwichl'r.-And I mistook the room, said she, and came here 
athinkin it "as ollrn. Couldn't pe possible, said he, to take me for 
Ie P;!l'y. dat has papys hisself,-but it was to ruin my character, and 
name, and reputation. 011, Goten Hymel I what will Vrou Zwicker 
,iay to dis wooIllan's tale? but then she kllowd I had no gimblet., she 
did. Folks snickered and larfed a gool deal, I tell: ou; but they soon 
cleared out and went to bed ag'in. The slory ran all over Boston 
like wild fire; nothin else a'most "as talked of; and like most stories, 
it grew worse an(1 \\'orse every day. Zwicker returned next morn
in to Albany, and has never been to noston since; and the Sprouls 
kept close for SOIlle time, and then moved away to the western ter
ritory. I actilly believe they changed their name, for I never heerd 
tell of anyone that ever seed them since. 

Mr. Slick, says Zwicker, the mornin he started, I have oneleetle 
gimLlet; I always trave! with my leetIe gimblet; take it mid me 
wherl'\l'r I go; and when I gOt'S to ped, I takes my leetle'gimblet 
out and bores wid it over til' laidl of de toor, and dat fastens it, and 
h,"'ps out (iP tief and de \ illain anti the womans. I left it ~ home 
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dat time mid de old vrou, and it was all because I had no gimblet, UP 
row and te noise and the rum push wash made, Tam it! said he, 
Mr, Slick, 'tis no use talkin, but tere is always de tcy,il to pay when 
there is a woman and no ;:;;imblet. 

Yes, said the Clockmakrr, if they don't mind the number of the 
room, they'd hetter stay away,-bllt a lillie attention that way cures 
all. 'Ye are all in a hurry in the States; we eat in a hurry, drink in 
a hurry, and sleep in a hurry, 'Ve ;,ll go ahead so fast it keeps one 
full spring to keep up with others; and one must go it hoI foot, if he 
wants to pass his·neigh!ollfs. Now, it is a great comfort to have 
)'Ollr dinner to the minute, as you do at a boardin house, when IOU 

are in a hurry-only you must look out sharp arter the dishes, or you 
won't get nolhin, Things yanish like wink. I recollect once "hen 
quails first came in that season: there was an old chap at Pecp's 
boardin-house, that used to take Ihe whole lIish of 'em, empty it on 
his plate, and gobble 'em up like a turkeycock,-no one else ever got 
none, 'Ye were all a good ut'a; fj led at it, seein that he lIidll't pay 
no more for his dinner than us, Stl I nick-named him' Olll Quail,' 
and it cured him; he al\l'~ys left haf arter that, for a scramb. No 
system is quite perfect, squire; accillents will happen in the I:est re
gulated places, like that of jlilrm Sproul's and Olll Quail's; 11111 still 
there is nothin llrter all like a boardin-house,-the ouly thing is, kCe'(l 
,out of the I/'},UII,'I room. 

CHAPTEll Lt\'. 

HALIF\X, like London, has its tower also, but there is this remark
"ble difference between these two national structures, that the one 
is designed for the defenders of the country, and the other for its {:t~ 
fenders anll that the former is as difficult to be broken into as the latter 
(notwithstanding all the ingenious devices of successive generations 
from the lIays of Julius Cresar to the time of the schoolmaster) is to be 
broken alit of. A critical eye might perhaps detect some other, though 
lesser points of distinction. This cis-Atlantic martello tower has 
a more aristocratic and exclusive air than its city brother, and its 
portals are open to none but those who are attired in the uniform of 
the guard, or that of the royal staff; while' the other receiH's the lowest, 
the most depravell, and vulgar of mankind. It is true it has 1I0t 
the liol/s "nd other adventitious attractions of the elder one; but the 
original and noble park in which it is stands plentifnlly stocked 1'.·ith 
{'lIrrill{)tJg, while Ihe hul'll work of the' latler is at least ('qllal to that 
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of its ancient rival; and allhough it cannot exhibit a display of tht;-. 
IIrllwur (~( the COlllltry, its very existence there is conclusive evi
dence of the fill/or jllltri(l'. It stands on an eminence that protects 
the harbour of Halifax, and commands that of the North-west Arm, 
and is situated at the termination of a fashionable promenade, which 
is skirted on one side by a thiek shrubbery, and on the other by the 
\I i1ters of the harbour; the former beilJ!; the resort of those of both 
S('XPS who delight in the imperviolls shade of the spruce, and the latter 
of tliose who prefer swimming, and other aquatic exercises. With 
thcse nttractions to the lovcrs of nllture, and a pure air, it is thronged 
<It all hours, but more especially at tiny-dawn, by the valetudinarian, 
the ag('d, and infirm, and at the witching hour of moonlight by those 
\\ ho are yOllng "nongh to defy the dew and damp air of night. 

To the lattn class I have long since ceased to belong. Oil], cor
pulent, and rheumatic, I am compelled to be careful of a body that is 
lIot worth the trouble that it gives me. I no longer indulge in the 
tin'amy visions of the sl'cond nap, for, alas! non sum qualis eram. 

I rise early, and take my constitutional walk to that tower. I had 
not proceeded more than half-way this morning hefore I met the 
Clockmaker returning to town. 

l\fornin, squire, said he; I suppose you didn't hear the news, did 
you? the British packet's in. Which packl'!'? said I; for there are 
two due, and great apprehensions are entertained that one of them is 
lost. ;\Iorl' prolll()tion, then, said he, for them navals that's left; it's 
an ill wind that blows nobody any good. Good God I said I, 1\1r. 
Slick, how can you talk so unfeelingly of such an awful catastrophe'! 
Only think of the misery entailed by such an event upon Falmouth, 
where most of the officers and crew have left destitute and distressed 
families. Poor creatures, what dreadful tidings await them! Well, 
well, said he, I didn't gist altogether mean to make a joke of it nei
ther; but your folks know what they are ahout; them coffin ships 
ain't sent out for,nothin. Ten of them gun-brigs have been lost al
ready; and, depend on it, the English have their reasons for it
there's no mistake about it: considerable 'cute chaps them, they can 
see as far into;) millstone as them that picks the hole in it; if they 
throw a sprat it's to ('atch a mackerel, or my name is not Sam Slick. 
Heason, I r"l,lied,-\yhat reason can theft' be for consigning so many 
gallant fellows to a violent death and a watery grave? What could 
justify such a ---? I'll tell you, sa it! the Cloekmaker; it keeps 
the natives to home by frightenin 'em out of t.heir seven senses. Now, 
if they had a good set of liners, them blue-nose tories and radicals 
would be for eyerlastinly abotherin of government with their re
quests and complaillts. Hungry as hawks them fellers; they'd 
fairly eat the minister ujJ without salt, they would. It compels 'em 
10 stay at homc, it does. Your folks desarve credit for that trick. 
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for it answers the purpose rae I complete. Yes, you English are pretty 
considerable tarnation sharp. You warn't born yesterday, I tell 
you. You are always afindin out some mare's nest or another. 
Didn't you send out water-casks and filterin-stones last war to the 
fresh mater lakes to Canada? Didn't you send out a frigate there 
ready built, in pieces ready numbered and marked, to put together, 
'cause there's no timber in America, nor carpenters neither? Didn't 
you order the Yankee prisoners to be kept at the fortress of Louis
burg, which was so levelled to the ground fiCty years before that folks 
can hardly tell where it stood? Han't you squandered more money to 
Bermuda than would. make a military road from Halifax to Quebec, 
make the Windsor railroad, and complete the great canal'? Han'l 
you built a dockyard there that rots all the cordage and stores as fast 
as you send them out there? and han't you to send these things 
every year to sell to HaliCax, 'cause there ain't folks enough to Ber
muda to make an auction? Don't you send out a squadron every year 
of seventy-Cours, frigates, and sloops oC war, and most work 'ern to 
death, sendin 'ern to Bermuda to winter, 'cause its warm, and to Hali
fax to summer, cause its cool; and to carry freights oC doubloons 
and dollars Crom the West Indies to England, 'cause it pays well; 
while the fisheries, coastin trade, and revenue are left to look out Cor 
themselves? Oh, iC you don't beat all, it's a pity! 

Now, what in natur is the use of them are great seventy-fours in 
peace time on that station 'I Half the sum of money one of them are 
everlastin almighty monsters cosls would equip a dozen spankin cut
ters, commanded by leftenants in the navy (and this I will say, tho' 
they be Britishers, a smarter set 0' men than they be never stept in 
shoe-leather), and they'd soon set these matters right in two twos. 
Them seventy-fours put me in mind of Black Hawk, the great Ind
gian chief that was to Washinton lately; he had an alligator tattoed 
on the back part orone thigh, and a racoon on fother, touched off to 
the very nines, and as nateral as anything you ever seed in your life; 
and well he know'd it too, for he was as proud of it as anything. 
Well, the president, and a whole raft of senators, and a considerable 
of an assortment of most beautiful ladies, went all over the capital 
with him, shewin him the great build ins, and public halls, and curio
sities, patents, presents, and what not; but Black Hawk, he took no 
notice oC nothin a'most till he carne to the picturs of our great naval 
and military heroes, and splendid national victories of our free Rnd 
enlightened citizens, and thelll he did stare at; they posed him con
siderable-that's a fact. 

Well, warrior, said the president, arnhbin or his hands. alld asmiJ
in, what do you think of them? llroder,~"id mack Hawk, them 
grand, them live, and breathe, and speak-C1lem gn'J[ pidllre>, I tell 
!Jail, very great indeed; but I got better ones, said he, and he turned 
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round, and sloope(\ down, and drew up his mantle oyer his head. 
Look at that alligator, broder,said he, and he struck it with his hand 
till he made all ring again; and that racoon behind there; bean't 
they splendid? Oh Lord! if there warn't a shout, it's a pity I The 
men haw-hawed right out like thunder, and the women ran off, and 
screamed like mad. Did you eyer! said they. How ondecentl 
ain't it shockil1.~·? and then they :;crcamed outag'in lu:nl:'f than afore. 
Oh dear I said thn, if that lI:'"ty, horrid thing ain't ill <:ill the mir
ror~ in the room! 'and they put their prdty little hanLls up to their 
dear little eyes, and raced right out into the strl'C~. The president 
he stamped, and !lit his lip, aIlLI looked as mati as if he could haye 
swallered a wild cat alire. Cuss him! said he, I've half a mind to 
kick him into the Potomac, the savage brute I I shall never hear the 
last of this joke. I fairly thought I should have split to see the con
/lustrigation it put 'em all into. Now, that's gist the way with your 
scycnty-fours. 'Vhen the Blue-noses grumbled that we Yankees 
smu.~';ll' like all rengeance, and hare all till' fisheries on the coast to 
"llrsrll·,'"" you send 'em out a great seventy-four with a painted starn 
for 'em to look at, and it is gist about as much w;e as the tattoed starn 
of Black Hawk. I hope I lllay be shot if it ain't. 'Veil, then gist 
sce ho\\ you--

True, said I, glad to put a stop to the enumeration of our blunders, 
Imt .~","l'rnment have auded sOllie new vessels to the packet line of a 
\ I'r) superior <.lescription, and will withdraw the old ones as soon as 
possible. These chang('" nre wry expensiH', and cannot be eITected 
in a moment. Yes, said ill', so I have heerd tell; nnd I have heerd, 
too, that the new ones ,,"on't lay to, and the old ones won't scud; 
grand (·hall<'1· in a gale for a fellcr that, ain't it? One tumbles over 
in tlte trough of the sea, and the oth .. r has such great solid bulwarks, 
if she ships a sea she never ~els rid of it but by going down. Oh, you 
British are up to everything I it ,,·oululI't 1 e easy to put a wrinkle on 
your horns, I know. They "ill at least, said I, with more pique 
than prudence, last as lon~ as the colonies. It is admitted on all 
han<.ls now, by Tories, 'Vhi,,3, and Radicals, that the time is not far 
Ilislant "h"11 the rr'JYinces will be old enough for independence, and 
strow; enollgh to demand it. I am a\.;o happy to say that there is 
<'\I'f\ disposition to ~ield to their wishes "heneyer a majority shall 
I::oncur in applying for a separation. It is very questionable whether 
lill' r\pl'llse of lllt';r pro;"ction is not greater than any advantage we 
.kri,e from til"IlI, 

That, said the Clockmaker, is what I call, now, good sOllnd sense. 
I like to hear you talk that \\ay, for it shews you participate in the 
Plli':!htenment of the age. After all the expense you have been to in 
"OIl'llIl'rin, c1earin, seUlin, fortifyin, goYernin, and protectin these 
,·"IOllies from the time they \Yere little miserable spindlin seedlins up 
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to now, when they have grow'tl to be consitleraLle :;tifT anti strow" 
and of some use, to give' em up, and encourage' em to ax for 'mancip~: 
tion, is, I estimate, the pari of wise men. Yes, I see you are wide 
awake. Let 'em go. They are no use to you. But, I say, squire, 
-and he tapped me on the shoulder and winked,-Iet 'em look out 
the next mornin arter they are free for a visit from us. If we don't 
put 'em thro' their facins it's a pity. Tho' they are no good to you, 
they are worth a Jew's eye to us, and have 'em we "'ill, by gum! 

You put me in mind of a British parliament-man that "'as trayellin 
in the States once. I seed him in a steam-boat on the Ohio (a most 
a grand river that, squire; if you were to put all the English rivers 
into one you couldn't make its ditto), and we went the matter of seven 
hundred miles on it till it jincd the Mississippi. As soon as "c turned to 
go down that river he stood, and stared, and scratched his head, like 
bewildered. Says he, this is "cry strange-very strange indeed, sal's 
he. \Yhat's strange? said I; but he wcnt on without hearin. Ii's 
the grcatest curiosity, said he, I ever seed, a nal'eral phenomenon, 
one of the wonders of the world; and he jumped right lip and down 
like a ravin distracted fool. \Vhere is it? saitl he. What the de\'il 
has become of it? If it':; YOllr wit, said J, ~ou are alookin for, it's 
~one a wool-gatherin more nor half an hour ago. \Vhat on airth ails 
you, says I, to make you act so like Old Scratch that way'? Do, for 
goodness sake, look here, Mr. Slick I said he. That immense river 
the Ohio, that we have Leen sailin upon so many days, where is it? 
Where is it? said I. \Yhy, it's run into the Mississippi here to be 
sure; where else should it be '! or did you think it was like a snake, 
that it curled its head untler its own belly, and run back again? But, 
said he, the Mississippi arn't made one inch higher or one inch wider 
by it; it don't swell it one mite or morsel; it's mar\,ellous, ain't it? 
Well, gist afore' that, we had !Jeen talking about the colonies; so, 
says J, I can tell you a more manellous thing than Ihat by a long 
chalk. 

There is Upper Canada, and Lower Canada, and New Brunswick, 
and Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton, and Prince Edward's [slant!, and 
Newfoundland,-they all belong to the English. \VeIl, said he, I 
know that as well as you do. Don't be so plaguy touchy! said I, but 
hear me out. They all belong to the English, and there's no tW() 
ways about it; it's the best part of America too; be tier land and better 
climate than ourn, and free from yaller ['l'\'('I'S, and " ,C:lll'S , and nig
~er slaves, and hostile Indgians, and Lynchers, and alligators, and 
such like varmint, and all the trade and commerce of them colonies, 
and the supply of 'factured goods belong to the English too, and yet I 
defy any Iivin soul to say he can see that it swells their trade to be 
one inch" idel', or one inch higher; it's gist a drop in the buellet. 
Well, Iha/ is ,;(rall~e, said he; Lut it only shews the magnitude 0(' 
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Ilritish commerce. Yes, says I, it docs; it shews another thing too. 
What's that? said he. Why, says I, that their commerce is a plaguy 
~ight dccper than thc shaller-pated noodles that it belongs to. Do 
you, said I, gist takc the lead-line, and sound the river gist below 
wherc the Ohio comes into it, and you will find that, though it tante 
broader or higher, it's an ererlastin sight deeper than it is above the 
jinin placc. It can't be otherwise in natur. 

Now, turn the Ohio, and let it run down to Baltimore, and ~ ou'd 
find the Mississippi, mammoth as it is, a dilferent guess river from 
what you now sct' it. It wouldn't overrun its banks no more, nor 
break the dykes at New Orleens, nor leave the great Cyprus swamps 
under water any longer. It would look pretty streaked in dry weather, 
I know. Gist so with the colony trade; though you can't see it in 
the ocean of English tradc, yet it is there. Cut it off, and ~ec the 
raft of ships you'd have to sparc, and the thousands of seamen you'd 
have to ('migrate to us; and see how white about the gills Glasgow, 
and (~rccnock, and Livcrpool, and Manchester, and Birmingham 
would look. Cuttin off the colonies is like cuttin off the roots of a 
tree; it's an even chance if it don't blow right slap over the very first 
snceze of wind that comes; and if it don't, the leaves curl up, turn 
yallcr, and fall off aforc their time. Well, the next -spring follerin 
there is about six feet of the top dead, and the tips of the branches 
withered, and the leaves only half size; and the year after, unless it 
sends nllt new roots, it's a great leafless trunk, a sight to behold; 
and, if it is st:-()IIf,; l'1I1l11.c:h to push out new roots, it may rcyive, 
but it nt'Ycr lod,s like itself again. The 1ll,mriullCt' is/IIJIIC, ilndyone 
fiJI' C/'I'r. 

You got chaps in your parliament that never seed a colony, and 
yet gPl up and talk about 'CIll by the hour, and look as wise about 
'em as tho monkey that had scen the world. 

In America all our farms a'ullI:;t haye what we call the rough 
pastur-that is, a great rough field of a hundred acres or so, near 
the woods, where we turn in our young cattle, and breedin mares, 
nnd coIts, and dry cows, and what not, where they take care of them
seh-,-s, and the young stock grow up, and the old stock grow fat. 
It·s II grand outlet that to 111I'jilrlll, that Il'()uid be tn'ersto('ked lI'ilh

out it. 'Ye couhi not do without it nohow. "Yoll', your colonies 
are Ihl' ,fll'eatjiddjiJI'!l redundant population, a grand outlet. Ask 
the E!lc-talians what fixed their flint? Losin the overland trade to 
India. Ask the folks to Cadiz what put them up a tree'l Losin the 
trade to South America. If that's too far off, ask the people of 
Bristol and Chester what sewed them up'l and they will tell you, 
while they was asl('ep, Li·.wpool ran off with their trade. And if 
you havn't time to go there, ax the first coachman you get alongside 
of, what he thinks of the rail-roads? and gist listen to the funeral 
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hymn he'll sing over the turnpikes. When I was to England lasl, 
I always did that when I was in a hurry, and it put coachee into such 
a passion, he'd turn to and lick his horses out 0' spite into a full 
gallop. D-n 'em, he'd say, them that sanctioned them railroads. 
to ruin the 'pikes (get along JOu lazy willain, Charley, and he'd lay 
it into the wheeler), they ought to be hanged, sir, (that's the ticket, 
and he'd whop the leader) ,-yes, sir, to be hanged, for what is to 
become of them as lent their money on the 'pikes? (wh-ist, crack, 
crack goes the whip)-hanged and quartered they ought tobe. These 
men ought to be relunerated as well as the slave-holders; I wonder, 
sir, what we shall all come to yet '! Come to, says I; why, to be a 
stoker to be sure; that's what all you coachmen will eend in at last, 
as sure as you are born. A stokpr, sir, said he (Iookin as both'red 
as if it wor a French furriner that word), "hat the devil is that? 
Why, a stoker, says I, is a critter that draws, and stirs, and pokes 
the fire of a steam-engin. I'd sooner die first, sir, said he; I would, 
d-n me, if I wouldn't I Only think of a man of my age and size 
bein a stoker, sir; I wouldn't be in the fellow's skin that would pro
pose it tome, for the best shilling as ever came out 0' the mint. Take 
that, and that, and thai, he'd say to the oil' for'ard horse (alayin it 
into him like mad), and do your own work, you dishonest rascal. It 
is fun alive you may depend. 

No, sir, lose your colonies, and you'd have Eye-talian cities without 
their climate, Eye-talian lazaroni without their light hearts to sing 
over their poverty, (for the English can't sing a bit better nor bull
frogs), and worse than Eye-tali an eruptions and volcanoes in politics, 
without the grandeur and sublimity of those in natur'. Deceive not 
yourselves; if you lop off the branches, the tree perishes, for the 
leaves elaborate the sap that vivifies, nourishes, and supports the trunk. 
There's no two ways about it, squire: 'them lehu sa!J colonies are 
no good, al'/' {'ithl'l'fools or knaves; it'the!J be fools tlte!J ain't 1vorth 
ansll'l'l'ill, al/d it the!J are 1.:11<11'1'8, selld {linl/ to tli,: treadmill, till they 
tarn to speak the truth.' 

CHAPTER LV. 

KEEPING 1.:P THE STEAM, 

IT is painful to think of the blunders that have been committed 
from time to time in the management of our colonies, and of the 
gross ignorance, or utter disregard of their interests, that has been 
displayed in the treaties with foreign powers. Fortunately for the 
mother country the colonists are warmly attached to her and her in-

18 
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stitutions, and deplore a separation too much to agitate questions, 
however important, that may have a tendency to weaken their affec
tions by arousing their passions. The time, however, has now ar
rived when the treatment of adults should supersede that of children. 
Other and nearer, and, for the time, more important interests, have 
occupied her attention, and diverted her thoughts from those distant 
portions of the empire. Much, therefore, that has been done may 
be attributed tv want of accurate information, while it is to be feared 
much also has arisen from not duly appreciating their importance. 
The government of the provinces has been but too often entrusted 
to persons who have been selected, not so much from their peculiar 
fitness for the situation, as with reference to their interest, or their 
claims for reward for past services in other departments. From per
sons thus chosen, no '.I'ry accurate or useful information can be ex
pected. This is the more to he regretted as the resolutions of the 
dominant party, either in the House of Assembly or Council, are not 
always to be received as conclusive evidence of public opinion. They 
are sometimes produced by acciuental causes, often by temporary 
excitement, and frequently IJY the intrigue or talents of one man. In 
the colonies, the legislature is more often in advance of public opi
nion, than coerced by it, and the jJi'I'SSIII'I'from 'I1)itllOut is sometimes 
caused hy the excitement preciolls/!f ".I'islill.'/ I/'il"ill, while in many 
cases the people do not participate in the vil'\\'s of their representa
tives. Hence the resolutions of one day are sometimes rescinded the 
next, and a subsequent session, or a new house, is found to hold opi
nions opposed to those of its predecessor. To these difficulties in 
obtaining accurate information, may be addeu the uncertain character 
of that aris;lIC! from private sources, IndiYiduals having access to 
the Colo!lial Olliee, are not always the best qualified for consultation, 
and interest or prejuuice is but too often found to operate insensibly 
even upon Ihose "hose sincerity and inLPgrity are undoubted. As a 
remedy for these e\ ils it has been proposed to give Ihe colonies a rt'
presentation in parliament, but the llll'aSUre is attended with so many 
objections, and such inherent difficulties, Ihat it may be considered 
almost impracticable. The only satisfactory and efficient prescription 
that political quackery has hitherto suggested, appears to be that of 
a Colonial Council-board, compQsed principally, if not wholly, of 
l)ersons from the respective provinces; who, while the minister 
changes with the cabinet of the day, shall remain as permanent mem
bers, to inform, advise, and assist his successor. .7\,iml' but lIatil'cs 
call full!! 1l1lllaslallll Ihe peculiar .It'dillgs of the colonists. The 
advantages to be derived from such a board, are too obvious to be 
enlarged upon, and will readily occur to anyone at all conversant 
with these subjects; for it is a matter of notoriety, that a correspond
ence may be commenced by one minister, continued by a second, 
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and terminated by a third, so rapid have sometimes been the changes 
in this department. It is not my business, however, to suggest (and 
I heartily rejoice that it is not, for I am no projector), but simply to 
record the sayings and doings of that eccentric personage, 1\1r. Samuel 
Slick, to whom it is now high time to return. 

You object, said I, to the present line of government packets run
ning between Falmouth and Halifax (and I must say 110t without 
reason): pray what do you propose to substitute in their places? 
Well, I don't know, said he, as I gist altogether ought to blart out 
all I think about it. Our folks mightn't be over half pleased with 
me for the hint, for our New York liners have the whole run of the 
passengers now, and pIa guy proud our folks be of it, too, I tell you. 
Lord I if it was to leake out it was me that put you up to it, I should 
have to gallop through the country when I returned home, as Head 
did-you know Head the author, don't you? There are several 
gentlemen of that name, I replied, who have distinguished them
selves as authors; pray which do you mean? 'Yell, I don't know, 
said he, as I can gist altogether indicate the identical man I mean, 
but I calculate it's him that galloped the wild horses in the Pampa's 
a hundred miles a day hand runnin, day in and day out, on beef tea 
made of hung beef and cold water ;-it's the !!allopin one I mean; he 
is Governor to Canada now, I believe. You know in that are book 
he wrote on gallopin, he says, ' The greatest luxury in all natur' is 
to ride without trousers on a horse without a saddle,'-what we call 
bare-breeched and bare-backed. (Oh Lord I I wonder he didn't die 
alarfin, I do, I vow. Them great thistles that he says grow in the 
Pampa's as high as a human head, must have tickled a man a'most 
to death that rode that way). 'Yell, nuw, if I was to tell you ho\\ to 
work it, I should have to ride armed, as he was in his travels, with 
two pair of detonatin pistols and a double-barrelled gun, and "hen I 
seed a guacho of a New Yorker a-comin, clap the reins in my mouth, 
set olI at full gallop, and Ilint a pistol at him with each hand; or else 
I'd haYe to lasso him,-that's sartin,-for they'd make travellin in 
that state too hot for me to wear breeches I know, l'd have to olI 
with them full chisel, and go it bare-backed,-that'sas clear as mud. 
I believe Sir Francis Head is no great fa,'ourite, I replied, with your 
countrymen, but he is very popular with the colonists, and very de
servedly so. He is an able and efficient governor, and possesses the 
entire confidence of the provinces. He is placed in a very difficult 
situation, and appears to display great tact and great talent. Well, 
well, said he, let that pass; I WOIl't say he don't, though I wish he 
wouldn't talk so much ag'in us as he does anyhow, but will you pro
mise you won't let on it was me now if I tell you? Certainly, said I, 
your name shall be concealed. Well, then, I'll tell you, said he; 
turn your attention to steam navigation to Halifax. Steam willl1alf 
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ruin England yet, if they don'! mind. It wiII drain it of its money, 
drain it of its population, and-\yhat's more than all-what it can 
spare least of all, and what it will feel more nor all, its a.rtisans, its 
skilful workmen, and its honest, intelligent, and respectable middle 
classes. It will leave you nothin in time but your aristocracy and 
your poor. A trip to America is goin to be nothin more than a trip 
to France, and folks will go where land is cheap and labour high. 
It will build the new world up, but it will drain the old one out in a 
way no one thinks on. Turn this tide of emigration to your own 
provinces, or as sure as eggs is eggs we \\ill get it all. You han't 
no notion what steam is destined to do for America. It will make it 
look as hright as a pewter button yet, I know. 

The distance, as I make it, frolll Bristol to New York Light-house, 
is 3037 miles; from Bristol to Halifax Light-house is :2~79; from 
Halifax Light to New York Light is 5:2:2 miles,-in ali, 3001 miles; 
558 miles shorter than N,\w York line; and eren going to New York, 
36 miles shorter to stop to Halifax than go to New York direct. I 
fix on Bristol 'calise it's a twller port for the purpose than Liverpool, 
and the new railroa.l will be gist the dandy for you. But them great, 
fat, porter-drinkin crittllfs of Bristol hare heen asnorin fast asleep 
for half a century, and only gist got one eye open now. I'm most 
afeerd they will turn 0\1'1', and take the second nap, and if they do 
they are don(' f(lr-tliJi's a fact. Now )'ou take the chart and work 
it yourself, squire, for I'm no great hand at nal igation. I've been a 
whaling voyage, and a few other sea-trips, and I know a little about 
it, but not mUch, and yet, if I ain't prl'tty considerably near the 
mark, I'll give tllt'lll ll'a\l' to ,C:lH'SS that knows better-that's all. 
Get your Icgislatur' to pcrsuadc government to contract with the 
Great \Vcstern folks to carr~ thc mail, and drop it in their way to 
New York; for you got as milch and as good coal to Nova Scotia as 
England has, and the steam-boats would have to carry a supply for 
550 mil.'s less, and could take in a stock at Halifax for the return 
voyage to Europe. If ministers won't do that, (.(et 'em to send steam
packets of th.'ir own, and you wouldn't be no longer an l'verlastin out.. 
landish counlry no more as you bc now. And, more nor that, you 
wouldn't losc all thc bl",t emigrants and all thcir capital, who now go 
to the Stales 'causc the voyage is safcr, and remain there 'cause they 
are tired of travellin, and can't get down here without risk of their 
precious nccks and ugly mugs. 

But John Bull is likc all other sp'onsible folks; he thinks 'cause he 
is rich he is wise too, anti knows c\t'rything, when in fact he knows 
pia guy little outside of his own location. Like all other consaited 
folks, too, he don't allow nobodyelsc to know nothin neither but 
himself. The E!Jt'talian is too lazy. the French too smirky, the Spa
niard too banditti, the Dutch too smoky, the German too dreamy, 
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the Scotch too itchy, the Irish too popey, and the Yankee too tricky; 
all low, all ignorant, all poor. He thinks the noblest work of God 
an Englishman. He is on considerable ::;')f)d terms with himself, too, 
is John Bull, when he has his go-to-meetin clothes on, his gold-headed 
cane in his hand, and his puss buttoned up tight in his trousers' pocket. 
He wears his hat a little a one side, rakish-like, whaps his cane down 
ag'in the pavement hard, as if he intended to keep things in their 
place, swaggers a few, as if he thou~ht he had a right to look big, and 
stares at YOIl full and hard in the face, with a knowin toss of his 
head, as much as to say, ' Thill's m,', dilmll !J0ll,' and who you be I 
don't know, and what's more I don't want to know; so clear the road 
double quick, will you? lpS, take John at his own valiation, and 
I guess you'd get a considerable hard h;lr~~in "f him, for he is old, 
thick in the wind, tender in the fuot, weak in tlle knees, too cussed 
fat to travel, and plaguy cruss-grained and ill-tempered. If YOll go 
for to raise yonr voice at hilll, or PHn so much as :ay the weight of 
your finger on him, his Ebenezer is up in a minit. [don't like him 
one bit, and I don't know who the plague docs: but that's neither 
here nor there. 

Do you get your legislature to inted,'!'!' in this matter, for steam 
navigation wiII he the makin of YOll if YOll work it right. It is easy, 
I replied, to suggest, but not quite so easy, ~!r, Slick, as you suppose, 
to have these projects carried into execution. Government may not 
be willing to permit the mail to be carried by contract. Permit it! 
said he, with great animation; to be sure it will permit it. Don't they 
grant everything you ask'! don't they concede one thing arter another 
to you to keep you quid, till Ihey han't got much left to concede? It 
puts me ih mind of a missionary I once seed down to Bows and Ar
rows (Buenos lyres), He wcnt out to com'art the people from bein 
Roman Catholics, and to persuade the Spaniards to pray in English 
instead of Latin, and to gd dipt anew by him, and he carried s\\'ay 
there like a hOllse a fire, till the shark- one day made a tarnation sly 
dash among his ronvarts that was awadin out in thp water, and gist 
walked off with three on 'em by the kgs, srreamin and yelpin like 
mad. Atter that he took to a pond outside the lown, and one day as 
he was awalkin out with his hands behind .him, ameditatin 011 

that are profane trick the sharks played him, and what a slippery 
world this was, and what not, who should he meet but a 
party of them GU3chos, that galloped up to him as quick as 
wink, and made him prisoner. Well, they gist fell to, and not only 
robbed him of all he had, but stripped him of all his clothes but his 
breeches, and them they'left hi III for decency sake to get back to town 
in. Poor critlur I he felt streaked enough, I do asslIre you; he was 
near about frightened out of his scyen senses; he didn't know whe
her he was standin on his head or his heels, and was e'en a'most 
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sure they were agoin to murder him. So, said he, my beloved friends, 
said he, I beseech you, is there anything more you want of me? 
Do we want anything more of you? says they; why, you han't got 
noUlin Jpft but your breeches, you nasty, dirty, blackguard heretic 
you, and do you want to part ,,'ith them too? and they gist fell to 
and welted him all the way into the town with the tip eend of their 
lassos, larfin and hoopin, and hollerin at the joke like so manyravin 
distracted devils. 

'Veil, now, your government is near about as well o(fas the mis
sionary was; thry'vr granted everythin~ they had a' most, till they 
han't got much llIor!' than the breeches left,-the mere sovereignty, 
and that's all. No, no; gist you ax for stram-packets, and you'll get 
'em-that's a fad. Oh, squire, if John Bull only knew the valy of 
these colonies, he would be a ~fl'at llIan, I tell llfJIl; but he don't. 
You can't make an account of ' em in dollars and cents, the cost on 
one side, amI the profit on t'other, and strike the balanc!' of the 
'tollll' of tht' hllll,' as that are criUur' Hume calls it. You can't 
put intd figur's a nmsery for seamen; a resource for timber if the 
Baltic is shot ag'in you, or a populati',111 of hrave and loyal people, a 
growing and slIre market, an outlet for emigration, the first fishery 
in the world, their political and relative importance, the power they 
would give a rilal, ,·"nlerting a friend into a foe, or a customer into 
a riyal, or a shop full of goods, and no sale for 'em-Figures are the 
rcprcsl'ntatil'(,s (!t" 1/!{l/Ilit')'"" tlild 1/ot things. Molesworth may talk, 
and Hume may cypher, till one on 'em is as hoarse as a crow, and 
t'other as blind as a bat, and they won't make that table out, I 
know. 

That's all very true, I said, bllt you forgpt that the latter gentle
man says that America is now a Leiter customer than when she was 
a colony, and maintains her own l!oyprnment at her o'wn expense, 
and therefore he infers that the remaining dependencies are useless 
incumbrances. And he forgets too, II<' replied, that he made his 
fortin himsel[ in a colony, and therefore it don't become him to say 
so, and that America is larning to sell as well as to buy, and to ma
nufac!ur as well as to import, and to hate as much, and a little grain 
more, than she loved, and that you are weaker by all her strength. 
He l'orgl'l" too, that them that separate from a government, or 
secede from a church, always hate those they leave much worse than 
those who arc born in dilferent statps or diili!rent sects. It's a fact, 
I assure you, those critters that desarted our church to Slickville in 
temper that time about the choice of an ehler, were the only ones 
that hated, and reviled, and parsecuted us in all Connecticut, for we 
were on friendly or neutral terms with all the rest. Keep a sharp 
look-out always for disartprs, for when they jine the en~my they 
fight lik.e the deviL •. \'0 one hates likehilll that has oneebeenafriend· 
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He forgets that a--but it's no use atalkin; you might as well 
whistle jigs to a mile-stone as talk to a goney that says fifteen mil
lions of inimies are as good as fifteen millions of friends, unless indeed 
it is with the nations as with individuals, that it is better to have 
some folks ag'in you than for you, for I vow there are chaps in your 
parliament that ain't no credit to no party. 

But this folly of John Bull ain't the worst of it, squire; it's consi
derable more silly; he im'ites the colonists to fight hi!? omn troops, 
and thl'lI pays all the ('.1'jlense of the ellieriaillillollt. If that don't 
beat cock-fightin, it's a pity: it fairly bangs the bush, that. If 
there's a rebellion to Canada, squire (and there' will be as sure as 
there are snakes in Varginny), it will be planned, advised, and sot 
on foot in London, you may depend, for them simple critturs, the 
French, would never think of it, if they were not put up to it. Them 
that advise Papin or to rebel, and set his folks to murder Englishmen, 
and promise to back them in England, arc for everlastinly atalkin of 
economy, and yet instigate them parley-vous to put the nation to 
more expense than they and their part)' eyer saved by all their 
barking in their life, or ever could, if they wern to live as long as 
Merusalem. If them poor Frenchmen rebel, gist pardon them 
right off the reel without sayin a word, for they don't know notJlin, 
but rig up a gallus in London as high as a chure h steeple, and I'll 
give you the names of a few villains there, the cause of all the mur
ders, and arsons, and robberies, and mis('ries, and sufferins that 
'ill foller. Gist take 'em and string 'em up like onsafe dogs. A crit
tur that throws a firebrand among combustibles, must answer for 
the fire; and when he throws it into his neighbour's house, and not 
his own, he is both a coward and a villain. Cuss 'em I hanging is 
too good for 'em, I say; don't you, squire? 

This was the last conversation I had with the Clockmaker on po
litics. I have endeavoured to give his remarks in his own language, 
and as nearly verbatim as I could; but they were so desultory and 
discursive, that they rather resembled thinking aloud thail a con
nectedconversation, and his illustrations often led him into snch long 
episodes, that he sometimes wandered into n('w topics before he had 
closed his remarks upon the subject he was discoursing on. It is, 
I believe, not an uncommon mode with Americans, when they talk, 
to amuse rather than convince. Although there is evidently some 
exaggeration, there is also a great deal of truth in his observations. 
They are the result of long experience, and a thorough and intimate 
knowledge of the provinces, and I confess I think they are entitled 
to great weight. 

The bane of the colonies, as of England, it appears to me, is ultra 
opllllOns. The cis-Atlantic ultra tory is a non-descript animal, as 
well as the ultra radical. Neither have the same objects or the same 
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pri nciples with those in the mother country, whose names they as
sume. It is difficult to say which does most injury. The violence 
of the radical defe~ts his own views; the violence of his opponent 
defeats those of the government, while both incite each other to 
grpal,'r <,xtremes. It> is not easy to define the principles of either 
of these ultra political parties in the colonies. An unnatural, and, it 
would appear, a personal, and therefore a contemptible jealousy, 
influences the one, and a ridirulous assumption tht' other, the small
est possibl" amount of salary being held as sufficient for a public 
officer by the former, and the greater part of the revenues inad
equate for the purpose by the latter, while patriotism and loyalty 
are scvcrally clain!<',1 as the "xelllsivl' attributes of each. As usual, 
extremes meet; the same emptin,'ss distinguishes both, the same 
loud professions, the same yiolent inwcliH's, and the same selfish
ness. They are CarniH)rOIlS animals, having a strong appetite to 
deyollf thcir ,'ncillies, and occasionally showing no repugnance to 
sacrifice a fril'lId. AlIlidst the clamours of these noisy disputants, 
tIll' \Oke of the thinking and moderate portion of the community is 
drowned, and government but too often secms to forget the existence 
of this more numerous, more respectable, and more valuable class. 
HI' wIll, adopts extreme radical doctrines in order to carry numbers 
by flattering thl'ir prejudi,"'s, or he who assumes the tone of the 
ultra tory of England, Iwcause he imagines it to be that of the aristo
crary of that country, JIllI more current among those of the little 
colonial cOllrts, bC'lrays at once a want of st'nse and a want of in
tpgrity, and should be treated accordingly by those who are sent to 
administer the ~overnment. There is as little safety in the councils 
of those who, seeing no defect in the institutions of their country, or 
dl'sirin~ no rhange beyond all extension of patronage and salary, 
stigmatize all "h" difler from them as discontented and disloyal, as 
there is in a parly that call for organic changes in the constitution, 
for the IIlI're purpose of ~upplJnting their rivals, by opening new 
sOllrces "I' pn'fl'rml'ot for tllPmselves. Instead of committing him
self into Iii!' hand.~ "f either "I' these factions, as is often the case, and 
thereby at OIH'(' ill\ iting anLl defying the opposition of the other, a go
v .. rnor should be instructed to avoid them both, and to assemble 
around him for council those only who partake not of the selfishness 
of the one or Ih,' ,iolellce of the other, but who, uniting firmness 
with moderation, are not afraid to redress a grievance because it in
volves a change, or to uphold the established institutions of the 
country. because it exposes them to the charge of corrupt moti"es. 
Sllf'h m(m ('xist in evcry colony; and though a governor may not find 
them the most prominent, he will at least find them the surest and 
safest guides in the enLl. Such 1) course of policy will soften the as
perities of party, by stripping it of success, will rally round the local 
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governments men of property, integrity, and talent; and inspire, by 
its impartiafity, moderation, and consistency, a feeling of satisfaction 
and confidence through the whole population. 

CHAPTER LVI. 

THE CLOCK~L\KER'S PARTI:\G .\DVICE. 

HAVING now fulfilled his engagement with me, Mr. Slick informed 
me that business required his presence at the river Philip, and that, 
as he could delay his departure no longer, he had called for the purpose 
of taking leave. I am plaguy loth to part with you, said he, you may 
depend; it makes me feel quite lonesum' like: but I ain't quite certi
fied we shan't have a tower in Europe yet afore we've done. You 
have a pair of pistols, squire.-as neat a little pair of sncezers as I 
e'en a'most ever seed, and--They are yours, I said; I am glad 
you like them, and I assure you you could not gratify me more than 
by doing me the favour to accept them. That's f!ist what I was 
agoin to say, said he, and I brought my rifle here to ax you to ex
change for 'em; it "ill sometimes put you in mind of Sam Slick the 
Clockmaker, and them are little pistols are such grand pocket com
panions, there won't be a day a'most I won't thinkofthc squire. He 
then examined the lock of the rifle, turned it over, and looked at the 
stock, anti, bringing it to his shoulder, run his eye along the barrel, 
as if in the act of discharging it. True as a hair, squire, there can't 
be no better; and -there's the mould for the balls that gist fit her; you 
may depend on her to a sartainty; she'll IH'\Cr tleceive you; there's 
no mistake in a rael right tlown genulI';III' good Kentuck, I tell you; 
but as you ain't much used to 'em, always bring her slowly up to the 
line of sight, and then let go as soon as you have the range. If you 
bring her dmz·1t to the sight instead of up, she'll be apt to settle a little 
below it in your hands, and carry low. That wrinkle is worth havin, 
I tell you; that's a fact. Take time,elevate her slowly, so as to catch 
the range to a hair, and you'll hit a dollar at seventy yartls hand 
runnin. I can take the eye of a squirrel out with her as easy as kiss 
my hand. A fair exchange is no robbery anyhow, and I shall set 
great store by them are pistols, you may depend. 

Having finished that are little trade, squire, there is another small 
matter I want to talk. over with you afore I quit, that perhaps it would 
be as well you and Ionderstood each other upon. What is that? 
said J. 'Why, the last time, squire, said he, I travelled with you, 
you published our tower in a book, and there were some notions in 
it gave me a pia guy sight of oneasiness; that's a fact. Some tbings 
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you coloured so, I didn't know 'em when I seed 'em again; some 
things you left out holus bolus, and there were some small mat
ters I Iwyer heerd tell of afore till I seed thp.m writ down; you 
must have made them out of whole cloth. When I went home to 
sec ahout the stock I had in the Slichille bank, folks scolded a good 
deal about it. They sai(\ it warn't the part of a good citizen for to go 
to publish anythin~ to Il's.'''n our great nation in the eyes of foreigners, 
or to J'l\\er the exalted station WI' had among the nations of the 
airth. They said thl' dignity of the American people was at stake, 
and they were determined some 0' these days to go towar with the 
English if tlwy didn't ;.:ir(' up some 0' their writPfs to be punished by 
our laws; and that if a ny of our citizens was accessory to such prac
tices, and they eotched him, they'd give him an American jacket, 
that is, a warp of tar, and a nap wOle of feathers. I don't feel there
fore altogrther easy 'bout your new book; I should like to see it 
afore "I' part, to soften down things a little, and to have matters sot 
to rights, afnr!' the slangwhangers get hold of it. 

I think, too, atween you and me, YOU had ought tolet me go sheers 
in the sprck, for I haye suffered ("onsid!'rable by it. The clock trade 
is done now in this province; there's an eend 10 that; you've put a 
I,,~!.!h' into that chain; YOII couldn't give 'em away now a'most. Our 
folks are not nll'r and :11,01<' well pleased with me I do assure JOu ; 
and the BhH'-nosl's say I haw dealt consiclerable hard with them. 
They are plaC:ilY ryled, you may depend; and the English have come 
in for their share flf the curryin too. I han't made many friends by 
it, I know; and if there is anything to he made out of the consarn, I 
think it no more than fair I should have my share of it. One thing, 
ho,,"ever, I hope you" ill promise me, and that is to show me the 
manuscript afore you let it go out of your hands. Certainly, said I, 
~Jr. Slick, I shall have great pleasure in reading it overto you before 
it goes to the press; and if there is anythin~ in it that will compromise 
you with your countrymen, or injure your feelings, I will strike out 
the objectionable passage, nr softl'n it down to meet your wishes. 
Well, said he, that's pretty; now I likp that; and if you take a fancy 
to travel in the States, or to take a tower in Europe, I'm your man. 
Send Il1P a line to Slickville, and I'll jine you where you like and 
when you like. I shall he in Halifax in a month from the present 
lime, and will call and see you; p'r'aps you will have the book ready 
then: -and presenting me with his rifle, and putting the pistols in 
his pockd, he took leave of me and drove into the country. 

Fortunately, when he arrived I had the manuscript completed; and 
when I had finished reading it to him, he deliberately lit his cigar, 
and folding his arms, and throwing himself back in his chair, which 
he balanced on two legs, he said, I presume I may ask what is 
your object in writing that book'? You don't like republics, that's 
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sartin, ~or you have coloured matters so it's easy to see which way 
the cat Jumps. Do you mean to write a satire on our great nation, 
and our free and enlightened citizens 'I-because if you do, Q ist rub 
my name out of it, if you please. I'll have neither art nor part in it; 
I won't haYe nothin to do with it on no account. It's a dirty bird 
that fouls its own nest. I'm not agoin for to wake up a swarm 0' 

hornets about my ears, I tell you; I know a trick worth two 0' that, 
I reckon. Is it to sarve a particular purpose, or is it a mere tradin 
speck '? I will tell you candidly, sir, what my object is, I replied. 
In the Canadas there is a party advocating republican institutions, 
and hostility to everything British. In ut'in~ so, they exa~!!erate all 
the advantages of such a form of government, and depreciate the 
blessings of a limited monarchy. In England this party unfortu
nately finds too many supporters, either from a misapprehension 
of the true state of the case, or from a participation in their trea
sonable views. The sketches contained in Ihe present and pre
ceding chapters of the Clockmaker, it is hoped, willlhrow some light 
on the topics of the day, as connected with Ihe designs of the anti
English party. The object is purely patriotic. I beg of you 10 be 
assured that I have no intention whatcler to ridicule your institu
tions or your countrymen I nothing can be further from my thoughts; 
and it would ~i'e me great pain if I could suppose for a moment that 
any person could put such an interpretation upon lny conduct. I like 
your country, and am proud to number many citizens of the r llited 
States among those whom I honour and love. It is contentment with 
our own, and not disparagement of your institutions, that I am 
desirous of impressing upon the minds or my countrymen. Right, 
said he; I see it as plain as a boot-jack; it's no more than your duty. 
But the book does beat all-that's a fact. There's 1110f<' fiction in 
this than in t'other one, and there are many things in it Ihat I don't 
know exactly what to say to. I guess you had hetter add the words 
to the title-page, 'a work of fiction,' and that will ck~r me, or )'OU 

must put your name to it. You needn't be ashamed of it, I tell YOll. 

It's a better book than t'other one; it ain't just alto~ether so local, 
and it goes a little grain deeper into things. If you work it ri!!llt, 
you will make your fortin out of it; it will make a man of you, you 
may depend. How so 'I said I; for the last volume, all the remune
ration I had was the satisfaction of finding it had done some good 
among those for whose benefit it was designed, and I haye no other 
expectation from this work. More fool you, then, said he; but I'll 
tell you how to work it. Do you r.;el a copy of it don(' ofT on most 
beautiful paper, with a most an elegant bindin, all covered (1\ l'r the 
back with gildin (I'll gild it for you myself complete, and charge 
you nothin but the price of the gold leaf, and that's a mere trille; it 
only costs the matter of two shillings and sixpence a paper, or there-
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ahouts), and send it to the head minister of the Colonies, with a letter. 
Says yon, minister, says you, here's a work that will open your eyes 
a bit; it will gin~ YOII considerable information on American matters, 
and that's a thillg, I guess, none on you know a bit too much on. 
You han't heerd so much truth, nor seen so pretty a book, this one 
while, I know. It gin's the Yankers a considerable of a hacklin, 
and that ought to please !/,iIf.- it shampoos the English, and that ought 
to please till' 1"1.'1""'1'8.- and it dw's make a prolwr fool of Blue-nose, 
and that ought to please YOIl 'mIlt, because it shows it's a considerable 
of an impartial work. Now, says you, minister, it's not altogether 
considrred a ,pry profitable trade to work for nothin and find thread. 
All allthor can't live UpOIl nothin bllt air. like ~ cam'kiln. though he 
can ('han.~(' ('010111' as "ften as that little crittur fl,w,;. Tllis wor:, has 
done a !!Of)c1 deal of good. It ha.; made more people hear of Nova 
Scotia than "I er heerd tell of it afore by a long l'halk; it has given it 
a character in the world it never had IJeforr, and raised the valy of 
rael property ther,' considerable; it has shown the world that all the 
Bluc-no."'s there ain't fools, at any rate; and, though I say it that 
ShOllldl!'[ say it, that there is onc gelltleman there that shall be name
less that's cut his "y,,-tl'l'lh, anyhow. The natives are considerable 
proud of him: and if you want to make an impartial deal, Lo tie the 
Nova Scotians to you for (',er, to make YOllr own name descelld to 
post!'rity with hononr, and to prevent the inhnbitants from ever 
thinking of Y~flkPl' COlllwction (mind that hint, say a good deal about 
that; for it's a tender point that, ajoinin of our union, and fear is 
pia guy sight stron~er than love any time), you'll gist sarve him as you 
sarved Earl Mul~ra\"P (though his writin's ain't to be compared to 
the Clock maker nn more than chalk is to cheese) ; you gave him the 
g{)\l'1'florship of Jamaica, and artcrwards or Iff'land. John Russell's 
writ ins ~ot him thc birth of the leader in the House of Cpmmons. 
Well, Frnncis Hpad, for his writins you made him Governor of 
Canada, and 'Valler Scott )'OU made a baronct of, and Bulwer you 
did for too, and a grcat many others you have got the other side of 
the \';atl'l' you sarved I h(~ same way. Now, minister, fair play is a 
jc\""I. says yOll; if you can reward your writers to home with go
,,'rliorships and baronetcies, and all sorts 0' snug things, let's haye 
a Laste o· the good things this side 0' the water too. You needn't 
be afraid 0' bcin too often troubled that way by authors from this 
country. (It will make him larf that, and there's many a true word 
said in joke) ; but we'ye got a sweet tooth here as well as you have. 
Iloor pickins in this country, and colonists are as hungry as hawks. 
The Yankee made \Vashington Irvin a minister plenipo', to honour 
him; and Blackwood last November, in his magazine, says that are 
Yankee's hooks ain't fit to be named in the same day with ·the Cloek
maker-that they're nothin but Jeremiads. Now, though Rlaek-
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wood desarves to be well kicked for his politics (mind and say th~ 
for hI! abuses the ministry sky-high that feller-I wouldn't take tha~ 
crittur's sarse, if I was them, for nothin ,a' most-he raelly does blow 
them up in great style), he ain't a bad judge of Looks-at least it 
don't become me to sa)' so; and if he don't know much about 'em, I 
do; I won't turn my back on anyone in that line. So, minister, says 
you, gist tip a sla'", to the Governor of NOI'a Scotia, order him to in
quire out the author, and to tell that man, that distinguished man, 
that her Majesty delights to reward merit, and honour talent, and 
that if he will come home, she'll make a man of him fur el('f, for the 
sake of her royal father, who lived so long among the Blue-noses, who 
can't forget him very soon. Don't threaten him; for rye often ob
sarved, if you go for to threaten John Bull, he gist squares oITto fight 
without sayin of a word; but give him a hint. Says YOIl. I had a 
peacock, and a dreadful pretty bird he was, and a most a beautiful 
splendid long tail he had loo; well, whenever I took the pan 0' crumbs 
out into the poultry yard to feed the fowls, the nasty stingy rrittur 
never would let any of ','Ill have a crumb till he sarred himself and 
his sweetheart first. Our old Muscovy drake, he didn't think this a 
fair deal at all, and he used to go walkin round and roun\! the pan 
ever so often, alongin to get a dip into it; but l!l'al'ock lli' always /lew 
at him and drove him oIT. 'Veil, what docs drake dol (for he Iholl~ht 
he wouldn't threaten him, for f,'ar of gettin a thrashin), but he g~es 
round and seizes him by thtl tail, and pulls him heat! over heels, and 
drags him all over the yard till he pulls cI'ery one of his great, long, 
beautiful feathers out, and made a most proper lookin fool of him
that's a fact. It made peacock as ch iI as you please for ever after. 
Now, says you, Mr. Slick and I talk of going to England next year, 
and writin a book about the British: if I ain't allowed to get at the pan 
of crumbs, along with some 0' th('ll1 big bird s with the long tails, and 
get my share of 'em, some folks had better look out for squalls: if 
Clockmaker gets hold of 'em by the tail, if he don't make the feathers 
fly, it's a pity. A joke is ajoke, but I guess they'll find that no joke. 
A nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse; so come down handsum, 
minister, or look to your tails, I tell you, for there's a keel-hauling 
in store for some of you that shall be nameless, as sure as you are 
born. 

Now, squire, do that, and see if they don't send you out govern
or of some colony or another; and if they do, gist make me your 
deputy secretary,-that's a good man-and we'll write books till 
we write ourselves up to the very tip-top of the ladder-we "'ill, by 
gum! Ah, my friend, said I, writing a book is no such great rarity 
in England as it is in America, I assure you; and colonies would 
soon be wanting, if eyery author were to be made a governor. It's a 
rarity in the colonies, though, said he i and I should like to know 



~S6 THE CLOCKMAKER. 

how many governors there have been who could write the Clock
maker. Why, they never had one that could do it to save hit; soul 
alive. Come, come, Mr. Slick, said I, no soft san'de,", if you please, 
to me. I have no objections to record your jokes upon others, but I 
do not desire to be made the subject of one myself. I am not quite 
such a simpleton as not to know that a man may write a book, and 
yet not be fit for a governor. Some books, said he, such as I could 
name; but this I will say and maintain to my dyin day, that a man 
that knows all tll1t'S set down in the Clockmaker's (and it ain't pro
bable he emptied the whole bag out-there must be considerable 
siftins lefl in it yet), is fit for c;oyernor of any place in the univarsal 
world. I doubt ifey('n l\1r. Van Buren himself (the prettiest penman 
atwccn the poles) could do it. Let 'em gist take you up by the heels 
and shake you, ;}lId Sc'C if as much more don't come out. 

IC you n'ill1y are in l'arlle,;(, I said, all I can say is, that you "ery 
much OYl'r-rate it. lOU think fayourably of the work, because you 
are kind cnough to think favourably of the author. All this is very 
"ell as a joke; but I assure you they would not even condescend to 
answer such a communication at the Colonial Office; thcy would 
set snch a letter do\\'n as the r:nings of insanity-as one of the innu
merahle instill!CeS that arc constantly occurring of the Yanity and folly 
of authurs. Don't you believe it, said he; and if you don't send it, 
I hope I may be shot if I don't. I'll send it through our minister at 
the Court ofSt. James's. He'll do it with pleasure; he'll feel proud 
of it as an American production-as a riyal to Pickwick l'apers, as the 
Ameriean BOl; he will, I yow. That's gist exactly what you are fit 
for-I've got it-l 'ye got it now; you shall be amhassador to our 
court to 'Vash~ngton. The knowledge I haye gilcn you of America, 
American politic:;, .\merican character, and American feelin, has gist 
fitted yuu for it. It's a grand berth that, and private secretary will 
snit lilt" to a notch. I call do your writin, and plenty 0' time to spare 
to spl·kilate in cotlon, nig,~ers, and tobacco too. That's it-that's the 
dandy I Ami lIe jumped up, snapped his fingers, and skipped about 
the 1I0or in a most exlraorJinarymanner. Here, waiter, d-n your 
eyes I (for I mnsliarn to swear-the English all swear like troopers; 
the French call'em l\Iountshcar G-J d-ns j) here, ,,"ailcr, tell his 
Excellency the British minisler to Ihe court of the American people 
(that's you, stluire, baiJ he, and he made a scrape of his leg), that 
1\'Ir. Secrelary Slick is wailin. Come, bear a hand, rat you, and stir 
your slumps, and mind the tille, do you hear,-;\Ir. Secretary Slick. 
I have the honour 10 wish your Excellency, saiJ he, witb tbe only 
bolV 1 l'\ er saw him perpetrate, and a very hearty shake of the hands 
-I have the honour to wish your Excellency good night and goodb'ye. 

END OF THE CLOC~MAKER.· 
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LOi/u'(!I/, 24th Dec. 1838. 

My DEAR HALIBl:RTON, 

I shall offer no apology to you for the manner in which I have 
executed this work, as you are well aware that I could command 

neither the time lIor the materials that wPre necessary to do it pro
perly: even the small portion of time I haye been able to devote 10 

it, out of a hasty visit to London, has been slIbj(·(,t to conslant intrr

ruptions; and many important documents which ought to have been 

referred to, have, I find (from the little interest hitherto takell in 

Canadian affairs), not found their way to England. ""herner I 
could obtain authentic works and official papers, I hal'e used them 

as freely as I could, that as little as possible might rest on indil i
dual assertion. 

Such as it is, I beg of you to accept it, as a proof of my desire to 

comply with your wishes, as far as it has been in my power to do so. 

lf you are satisfied with it, I am content. As respects the rest of 

the world, we know too little of each other to require that [ should 

explain or they should listen. 

To JAMES HALIBURTON, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c. 

Yours alwar;, 

S. S. 
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LEl'l'EIl I. 

~h DEAR HUIBVRTON, 

As the people of this country know but little of the dissensions in 
Canada, they ,ery wisely coniine their obscf\'ations to the llissen
sions of those who govern it. This i., a more intelligible as well as 
a more amusing subject. Every body talks of Lord Broughillll and 
Lord Durham, but nobody speaks of Canada. Instead, therefore, of 
inquiring what is to become of that yaltwblc colony, what measures 
are, or ought, to be adopted, to ensure its tranquillity, and to protect 
British subjects and British property there, people very properly limit 
their attention 10 the more interesting question what will the Gover
nor-General do when Parliament meets'? To inquire \,hether the 
English or the" French population of Canada is in the right, requires 
some investigation to ascertain facts, and some constitutional knowledge 
to judge of those facts when collected. It is, at best, but a dry sub
ject. But to decide whether Lord Brougham or Lord Durham has 
the best of the dispute is a matt!'r so well suited for casy conversation 
and humorous argument, that it is no wonder it has more attractions 
than the other. Such. howevrr, is the acerbity of politics in this 
country, Ihat even this affair is made a party question, and the worst 
motives are imputed for o\erything that is said or done by either. There 
arc not wanting those wl.o grarcly assert, that wllilc Lord Brougham 
was alfpcting to brnc-h olrthe flies from the heels of an old riyal, he in
tentionally switched him so hard as to arouse his temper amI induce 
him to kick. They maintain that there arc two sorts of tickling, one 
that is so delicate as [0 produce laughter and pleasurable sensations, 
and another that Irritates both the skin and the temper by the coarse

ness of its application. They say that his lordship is much addicted 
to the laUer species, :lnd applies it etJually to both friends and foes; 
ill short, that his play is too rough to be agreeable. While, on the 
other hand, there are some who are so unkind as to insinuate that 
Lord Durham was very willing to tal.e olfence, and to shelter himself 
under it. That he felt he had yoluntarily undertaken a load which 
he was unable 10 draw, and that knowing greater expectations had 
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been formed of him than he could CYer realise, had no objection to kick 
himself out of harness, and extricak himself by overthrowing friend 
or foe, so long as thc public were williliS to believe the fault to be that 
oCthe teemster, and not of the steed. 

Be that as it may, the exhibition 1i:1" been an entertaining one, 
and they deserve some credit for havin3 afforded amusement and oc
cupation to the public at thi, dull season of the year. There they are, 
the GO'.,J has :,:athered round them, the idle and thevul£;arstand gap
ing, and each onl' looks al.xiuw;ly for what is to follow. "'hat can be 
more agreeable to a British mob, a people essentially fond of the prize 
fight, than tile cOllks! of these two champions, men who have always 
courtetl t1wir applause, and valued thl'ir noi"Y demonstrations 'of 
pleasure higher than t!le quiet respect of those of more taste and more 
refinement'1 It affords, ho\ycver, no pleasure to the colonist. He 
regarJs one as a man of splendid talents and Il<: conduct, a nd the other 
as a man who, without the l'0,Sl',s;on of eithl'r, has advanced to his 
present high station merely by the force of extreme opinions. He has 
DO sympathy with either. The one is too much actuated by his im
placable hatred, the other by his inordinate pride. The former is 
dangerous from his uisposition to do mischief, and the latter unsafe, 
from his utter inauility to eiTeet any good. 

After all the addresses tll~i have bCCll presented by the Canadians, 
this language Illay possibly appear stri!nge ~nd strong; but addresses 
afford no proof. They arc cheap commodities eYl'rywhere. Place
hunters may flatter, and vulgar men may fawn, and office-holders 
tremule and obey, but the truth must still be told. A governor is the 
representative of royalty, ami colonists have been taught to venerate 
the office, what.'\er they may think Dr the man. At the present 
crisis it is the test of loyalty. You will search in vain among those 
addresses for the lIames of the disaffected; and if those who ~igned 
them have expressed themsl'lves strongly, they felt it was no time to 
measure words, when hesitation hears so strong a resemblance to a 
repugnance springing from a ditTerent cause. But even among these 
customary otTerings of official respect, ~ ou ,,-ill find several exhibiting 
a choice of c\l'r('ssiun tkl bespeak a de"ire [0 separate the approbaiion 
of 1II1'asures from tlie usual deference to rank alld stalion, and others 
marking til(' distinction in e',pLcit 1"I'llI:. The coloni,;, by 110 meaIls 
regrets his ... ·.,i:·.'ldliol], because he has slll'\Yn from his irritable tem
I,,'r, inconsiderate con.luct, and rrUl~e and dangerolls SC\t('IlH'S, that, 
of all nH'n, he \\'~" the must unfit dei,osi[o,-y for the extraoruinary 
powers that \Vl'rl' entrudcd tu him; hut he dues fC,:'I'(-[ thaL i,uLLc at
tention should uc diverted frum so imporia!' t a subject as our Canadian 
all'airs, to so unimportant a maUer as my Lord Durham's private 
quarrels. 

He is desirolls that the questions at issue between the people of 
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Canada and Great Britain should be understood, and he doubts not 
that the good sense and good feeling of this country wiII apply the 
proper remedies. In compiling a statement of these grievances, 
pretensions, or claims (or by whatever other name you may choose 
to designate them), I shall hope to contribute towards this desirable 
object. I feel, however, my dear friend, that before I enter upon the 
subject, I ought to apologise to you for the bulk of this work. Indeed, 
when you told me at Melrose that you had been in Egypt during 
nearly the whole period of these Canadian disputes, and therefore 
wished to have a history of them, I had not the slightest idea that in 
undertaking to f!.ivc you one, I was going to write a book. But, 
though I will fulfil my promise, I wiII not exceed it. I shall confine 
myself to a sketch of the origin, progress, and present state of agita
tion in Lower Canada. I wiII shew you the pretensions that have 
been put forth, the concessions that have been made, and the open 
questions that now remain ;- you will then be aLle to judge whether 
these grievances have led to disalTection, or disatrection has given 
rise to grievances, and in either case will be able to perceive what 
ought to be the remedy. Facts and not theories are wanted; you 
must know the cause and nature of a disease before you can prescribe 
for it. 

If ever you had the misfortune to have had the tooth-ache, you 
have doubtless found that everyone of your friends had an infallible 
remedy, each of which eventually proved, upon trial, to be nothing 
more than a palliative, a nostrum that soothed the anguish for a 
time, by conciliating the nerve; but that the pain returned, with 
every change of atmosphere, with increased power, while the sedative 
application became less and less efficacious the oftener it was repeated. 
You have also found, as others have experienced before you, that while 
you were thus temporis-ing with an evil which required more prompt 
and skilful treatment, you had lost the opportunity of filling the cavity 
and preserving the tooth, by suffering decay to proceed too far to admit 
of the operation, and, after years of sullering, had to submit at last 
to cold iron, the ultima ratio of dentists. Whether the system of 
palliatives and concessions, that has been resorkd to in Canada, is a 
wise and proper one, I shall not presume to say; but all men must 
agree that it at least has the merit of· displaying an amiable incli
nation to avoid giving pain. Whatever doubts may arise as to the 
conciliatory measures of past years, there can he none whatever 
entertained that they cannot be persisted in any longer with advan
tage. I shall content myself, however, with merely presenting you 
with a statement. oCthe case, and you shall decide for yourseHwhether 
stopping, or forcible e:;;tractWn, be now the proper remedy. 
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LETTER II. 

AFTER the late unhappy and wicked rebellion in Canada was sup;., 
pn'ssC'u, it was found necessary to punish with death a few ofthemost 
I'ollspicuous traitors, for the atrocious murders they had committed. 
In the colonies, although the justice of this act was fully admitted, 
the necessity that existed for it was generally deplored. So much 
hloocl had been shed in the field, and so much misery entailed upon 
the country, hy that rash and unprovoked revolt, that the people 
would gladly have bren spared the spectacle of a further sacrifice of 
human life, if the outraged laws of the country had not imperatively 
called for retribution. They felt, too, that although nothing could 
justify their ha\'in~ desolated the country with fire and sword, in sup
port of mere spef'ulative points of ,!on~rnment, some pity was due to 
deluded men, who had been seduced from their allegiance by promises 
of support, and direct encouragement to revolt by people of influence 
and stal1dil1~; in the mother country; but although they knew that 
misrhif'Yolls counsels had heen given, they certainly were not pre
pared to hear similar sentiments publicly avowed in the parliament 
of the nation. It was, therefore, not without mingled feelings of sur
prise and sorrow that they heard one honourable member invoke de
feat and disgrace upon Her lUajesty's troops, whose service was al
ready sufficiently painful without this aggravation; and a noble lord, 
in anotber branch of the legislature, denounce, with indignant elo
qllPnce, the jmies who had tried and the judges that had sentenced 
these convicted criminals. Thry ought, however, to have known, 
and certainly a little reflection would have suggested, that the instinc
tive horror of tl\l)'() distinguished men at such an event was quite 
natural, and that they who advocate revolutionary doctrines must 
necessarily shudder nt the untimely fate of those who have dared to 
act upon thel:1. It was a warning not to be disregarded, a consum
mation that lIIif!ht be their own, and a lesson fraught with a most 
salutary moral. As their perceptions were acute enough to make the 
applic"tion, it is to be hoped their prudence will be sufficient to avoid 
a similar result. Nor is the language held by my Lord Durham, in 
his recent valedictory proclamation, less surprising. He has thought 
proper, in that extraordinary document, to give the sanction of his 
high station to the popular error that the Canadas have been misgo
'uri/cd, and thereby expressed a deliberate censure upon the conduct 
of abler and better men than himself who have preceded him. Now, 
there are various kinds of misgovernment, which may be effected by 
acts of commission or omission, or of both, for a defeotive form of go-
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vernment and misgovernment are widely different. If his ;urdship 
meant to use the word in either of those senses, and considered the 
French Canadians as the subjects of it, then I beg leave most respect
fully to slate, that he was not warranted by facts in saying so, and that 
it is an additional proof, if any were wanting, that he knew as litlle 
of the affairs of the colony at his departure from thence, as he admits 
that he did on his arrival there. If, on the other hand, he used it as 
a cant term to adorn a rhetorical flourish, we shall accept the expla
nation, and consider it as such, classing it with prollli,cs profusely 
made on his acceptance of office which he has not performed, and si
milar"ones ostentatiously offered on his resignation which he is equally 
unable to fulfil. 

My Lord Brougham has expressed more fully and intelligibly the 
same opinion in the House of Lords, and has since been at great pains 
to republish it, first, in the pamphlet form, to circulate as a cheap 
commodity; and, secondly, in a collection of his speeches, to be im
pressed by his friend the schoolmaster, as a specimen of eloquenrr, 
on the minds of village Hampuens. Although this statesman is fol
lowed by few, and attached to none, he is too eloquent and too power
ful not to command the at.tention of all, and presents the singular 
anomaly of being unable to add wright or influence to any party to 
which he may lend his support, and yet being th" most fearful oppo
nent in the House to those whom it lllay be his pleasure to attack. 
'Vith respect to Canada, he was pleased to say, ' Another rule pre
, vails-Refuse all they ask; tum a deaf ear to every complaint; 
, mock them with hopes never to be realized; insult them with rights 
, which when they dare to use shall be rudely torn from them; and 
, for abiding by the law, in seeking redress of their wrongs, punish 
, them by the infliction of a dictator and a despotism.' Truisms are 
seldom repeated; they require but to be enounced, to be assented to. 
Paradoxes arc more fortunate; Ihey startle and perplex, and he who 
cannot originate can at least copy. I was, therefore, not surprised 
at hearing an humble imitation of this diatribe at a meeting of the 
lower orders of Edinburgh at Carlton Hill. That the audience might 
find time to attend, the assembly was held by torchlight, a fitting em
blem for incendiary doctrines. Tories and Whigs were alike repro
bated by an orator, who, when he had exhausted the topics of domestic 
misrule, deplored in most pathetic terms the lot' of our oppressed 
and enslaved brethren in Canada.' If this be true of them, it is an 
appeal to humanity, and when in Britain was that appeal !made in 
vain? It is, however, the character of humanity to be credulous. 
The mendicant impostor, aware of the fact, profits by the knowledge 
of it, and weaves a tale of misfortune or oppression to excite pity and. 
extort money; the political juggler, in like manner, draws upon his 
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imagination for fads, and having established a grievance, makes a 
tender of his services as a reformer. 

As this charge of mis,"overnment has been often made of late, it 
is \,rll"~ Ilk it ,,-ill !Jt' repeated, and as it must materially modify the 
opinion we are to form, both of the revolt, and of the measures to be 
adopted lie, panel' in consequence thereof, I shall now proceed to 
control ert this assertion; but hd"IT I enter upon it, permit me to 
say, Illal I shall not treat this as a r:ll'ty question. As a colonist, 
at once a nnti, (' and n resident of a distant part of the empire, I am 
nllt only unconnected with, b~l' l'l'rfectly independent of either of the 
great parties of this (;OUlli ry, of Tories or 'Yhigs or Radicals; nor do 
I cllnsider this as a subject at all invohing the principles for which 
they s.~\nrally contend. The question is one wholly l,etween the 
people of this (Quntry and the colonists, and must be considered as 
such; amI so far fronl l11y Lord Durham's assertion being true, that 
there has 1""'11 ll1is~""ernml'nt, I am prepared to show, that every 
allministra'ion in this country, without exception, from !he conquest 
of Callada to the ]lres('nt tim(', whether Tory or 'Yhig, or mixed, or 
by "hah'n'r nal~e they may be df'signated, have been actuated but 
hy one kl'!i n;.; , an earnest desire til cultivate a good understanding 
with their lli'\', subjects of French extraction, and on one principle, 
a principle of concession. Canada has had more privileges and in
dul~~l'nc .. s "ranted to it than any othlT of our American colonies: 
unpopular oflicurs ha,'e been remo\ed; obnoxious Governors have 
he(m recalled; constitutional points abandoned to them; all reason
able changes made (or, as they would e"press it, grievances redress
ed; ; and the interests of commerce and of persons of British origin 
postponed II) suit their cO!l\enience, or accommodate their prejudices; 
in short, e\ erytlting has h~l'n done, al:.! e,erything conceded to con
ciliate them, Ihat ingenuity could til" ise or unbounded liberality 
grant, and no sacrifice h~s been considered too great to purchase 
their alfections, short of yielding up the colony to their entire COD
trol; and for all this forbearance and lil:erality they haye been met 
with ingratitude, abuse, and r('bellion. For the truth of this asser
tion, I call upun France and the United Stales to bear me testimony. 
Hear the Duke df' la Rochefoucault Liancourt: 

'No Canadian has just grounds of complaint against the British Government; 
the inhabitants of Canada acknowledge unanimuusly Lilat they are hetler treated 
tban under tbe ancient F;,,'nch gow'rnll1ent; hut they love the French, forgel 
them not, long after them, bop" for their arrival, will always love tbem, and betral 
these feelings loo frcquenlly, '!llll in loo frank a manner, not to incur tbe displea
sure of the English, whu, even in Europe, hale not made an equal progres! 
with us in discarding the ahsnrd prrjudices of one people against another . 

• They pay no tales, live well, at an easy rate, and in plenty; within tbl 
compass of their comprehensions they cannot wish for any other good. Th~y art 
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so little acquainted witb tbe principles of liberty, that it has cost a great deal of 
trouble to establish juries in their country; tbey oppose tbe introduction of the 
trial by jury; in civil cases these are not yet in use. But tbey love Frallce, this 
heloved country engages still their affections. In their estimation a Frenchman 
is a being far superior to an Englishman. 

, The farmers are a frugal set of people, hut ignorant anll lazy. In order to 
sncceed in enlarging and improving agricullure in this province, the English Go
vernment must proceed with great prudence and perseverance; for in addition to 
the unhappy prejudices which the inhabitants of Canada enlertain in common 
with the farmers uf all other conntries, they also foster a strong mistrust against 
every thing which they receive from the £O';lish; and this mislrust is grounded 
on the idea that the English are their conquerors, and the Freneh their brethren. 
There are some exceptions from this bad agricultural sy,lem, hut they are few. 
The best cultivators are always landholders arrived from England. 

, Upon the whole, the work of education in Lower Canaua is greatly neglected. 
At Sorel and Three Rivers are a few schools, kept by the nuns; in olher places 
men or women instruct children. But the number of schools is, upon the whole, 
so very small, and the mode of instruclion so defective, that a Canadi,," who can 
read is a sort of phenomenon. From tbe major part of thes~ sehools being go
verned by nuns and other women, the number of the latter who can read is, 
contrary 10 the custom of other countries, much grealer in Lower Canada than 
that of met!. 

, The English Government is charged with designetlly keepin~ the people of 
Lower Canada in ignorance; but were it sincerely desirous of producing an advan
tageous change in this respect, it would have as great ob,tacles to surmount on 
this head as in regard to agricultural improvements.' 

Hear also Professor Silliman, a distinguished American scholar: 

, It is questionable whelher any conquered country" as ever beller treated by 
its conquerors than Canada; the people were left in complete possession of their 
religion, and revenues 10 support it-of their property, law;, customs, and man
ners; and even the defence of their country is without expense to them; and it is 
a CUrious faet. that (unless by the great counterbalancing advantages it produces), 
so far from being a source of revenue, it is a cbarge on the treasury of the empire. 
It would seem as if tbe trouble and expense of government was taken olf Iheir 
hands, anti as if tbey were left to enjoy their own domeslic comforts without a 
drawbal'lL Snch is certainly the appearance of the popUlation; and it is doubtful 
whether our own favoured communities are politically more happy;-tbey are not 
exposed in a similar manner 10 poverty and the danger of stanation, wllich so 
offen invade the English manufacturer, and which, aided by tbeir demagogues, 
goad them on to every thing but open rebellion. Lower Canada is a fine coun
lry, anll will here.rter become populous and powerful, especially as the British 
and Anglo-American population shall flow in more e~tensively, and impart more 
vigour and activity to the community. The climate, notwitbstanding its severity, 
is a good one, and very h('(Illhy and favourable to the freshness and beauty of Ihe 
human conslitul inn. All the most important comforts of life are easily and 
abundantly obtained.' 

This, you will observe, is but the evidence of OpInIOn; produce 
your facts. Agreed. To the facts then let, us procred. 
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LETTER III. 

By the treaty of peace in the year 1763, Canada, the conquest of 
which had been achieved on the plains of Abraham, by General 
Wolfe, was ceded, in full sovereignty and right, to his Britannic Majesty 
by the King of Francf', and the French inhabitants who chose to re
main in the country became subjects of Great Britain, and were se
cured in the enjoyment of their property and possessions, and the 
fre,- exercise of their religion. Thus terminated the power of France 
in that portion of North America; and here it may be useful to pause 
and consider, with this vast addition of territory, how extensive and 
important are our transatlantic possessions. 

They may be computed, in round numbers, to comprise upwards 
of four millions of geographical square miles, extending across the 
whole Continent, from the Atlantic on the east, to the shores of the 
North Pacific Ocean on the west; on the pRrallel of the 49" of north 
latitude their extreme breadth is about 3,066 geographical miles, and 
their greatest depth from the most southern point of Upper Canada in 
Lake Erie, to Smith's Sound in the Polar regions, rather more than 
2,150, thus embracing a large portion of the Arctic Seas, and of the 
Atla ntic and Pacific. 

The population of this country may be estimated at little short of 
two millions; ,,·hile the export trade to it exceeds that to Russia, 
Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and France collectively, and 
nearly equals that to the United States, the most commercial count.ry 
in the world next to Great Britain. These exports have increased 
40 per cent. in three Fars. 

In carrying on this trad.', about seven thousand British vessels arc 
employed; the tonnage of those inwards and outwards bcin" each 
way nearly 1,000,000 tons annually, either to Great Britain ~r her 
other colonies, all of them, be it remembered, navigated by her own 
seamen, and employing Eritish capital; and seven-eighths of the 
whole produce so transported being paid for in labour to her own 
veople, and al\ the profits, agencies, and brokerages of this enormous 
trade divided among llL'r own suhjects. Can the possible loss of 
such a trade be contemplated, without apprehending consequences 
serious to the manufacturing interests, and prejudicial to national 
prosperity 1 

In four years not less than 300,000l. has been paid by clllil~runts 
as passage-money to her ship-owners; and if out of the number of 
1 iO,OOO who emigrated during that period, only 20,000 * had become 
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JJurdensome at home, and had cost their parishes only 41. per head 
per annum, the expenses to the community (which have been saved) 
would have been 320,0001. 

Such are the interests now at stake, and which you are called 
upon to surrender. My Lord Brougham, the advocate' for the dif
fusion of useful knowledge; thus sanctions the doctrine that colonies 
though large are unwieldy, and though possessing intrinsic Yalue, 
cost more for their support and protection, than counterbalances any 
advantage to be derived from them. 'I have always held (he ob
served on the 2d of February last, when speaking on the Canada 
question), the severance of a colony to be a benefit and no loss, provided 
it can be effected in peace, and leave only feelings of kindness on 
either side.' At the same time he • hurled defiance (I use his own 
words) at the head of the premier,' to point out where he had ever 
changed his principles. The noble viscount was silent, the challenge 
was not accepted, and his consistency remained unimpeached. I 
am more interested in colonial prosperity than either of them, having 
no desire to be handed over to the tender mercies of republicans, and 
wiII take the liberty to refer to that instance that was so triumphantly 
demanded. I allude to a more deliberate opinion, the result of study 
and reflection, cmanating not from the excitement of debate and the 
conflict of party spirit, but from the retirement of his closet. On a 
former occasion he thus expressed himself on this subject :-

, Each nation derives greater benefit from having an increasing market in one 
of its own provinces, tban in a foreign country. 

• The colonial trade is always increasing and capable of indefinite augmenta
lion; every operation of colonial traffic replaces two capitals, the employment 
and distribution of which puts in molion and supports the labour of the different 
members of tbe same state . 

• Tbe increasing wealtb of RUSSia, Prussia, or Denmark, can never benefit 
Oreat Britain unless by the increasing demand for British produce which it may 
occasion. It may, and often is, on the contrary, turned against her wealth and 
power: wlttlst the riches of colonies have a certain tendency to widen the market 
for British produce, and can never injure the wealth 01' power of the mother 
country. 

, The possession of remote territories, is tbe only thing which can secure to the 
population of a country those advantages derived from an easy outlet, or prospect 
of outlet, to those persons who may be ill provided for at borne. 

, It is absurd to represent the defences and government of colonies as a bur,len. 
It is ridiculous for tbe United Kingdom to complain, tbat sbe is at the expense of 
governing and defending her colonial territories.' 

Among the benefits to be derived from the 'diffusion of useful 
knowledge,' it is certainly not the least that we are enabled to com
pare the professions of public men with their acts, and the actors 
with each other. My Lords Brougham and Durham have both travelled 
the same road-selected similar topics-supported them by the same 
arguments-and aimed at one conclusion; and yet, strange to say, 
they stand opposed to each other. Coming from a small province, 



302 THE BUBBLES 

and a very limited sphere of action, I may be allowed the privilege 0'. 
a stranger, and be permitted to express my surprise. I had read i~ 
the speech to which I hay<.' rrferred, of certain commissioners of in
quiry who were placed in an extraordinary situation, 'where each 
one generally difTered from his colleague in the views he took of the 
argument, and frequently also from himself; but both agreeing in the 
conclusions at ,yhich they arrived, by the course of reasoning one 
way and deciding another.' It is an awkward position for men to be 
found in ; but little did I anticipate findin!! the noble author illustrat
ing, in his own person, the case he has described with such pointed 
and bitter irony. Bilt this is a digression, and I must return to my 
subject. 

Whether a country extending over such an immense space, con
taining such a great and growing population, and affording such an ex
tensive and profitable trade, has been misgoverned, is therefore a 
question of the first imporlance. The affirmative of this proposition 
which the governor-general has advanced, has inspired Ihe rebels 
with new hopes; and forms, no doubt, a principal ingredient of that 
satisfaction which he says his administration has given to the inha
bitants of Ihe neigh bouring republic. It is a charge, however, in 
which the honour of the nation is deeply concerned, and should neither 
be flippantly made nor easily credited. 

In the month of October following the treaty, His Majesty pub
lished his proclamation, under the great seal of Great Britain, for 
erecling four new civil governments, to wil, those of Quebec, East 
Florida, West Florida, and Granada, in the countries and islands in 
America, which had been ceded to the Crown by the definitive treaty. 
In this proclamation the King exhorted his subjrrts as well of his 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, as of his colonies in America, 
to ayail Ihems<'lves, with all convenient spl'cd, of the great benefits 
and advantages lhat would accrue, from the great and valu1flble acqui
sitions ceded to his Majesty in America, 10 their commerce, manu
factures, and navigation. As an encouragement to them to do so, he 
informed ;them that in the commissions he had given to the civil 
governors of Ih(' said four new provinces, he had given express power 
and diredions that, so soon as the state and circumstances of the said 
colon it's would admit thereof, they should, with the advice and COD

sent of the members of his Majesty's councils in the said provinces, 
summon and call general assemblies of the people within the said go
vernments, in snch manner as was used in those colonies and pro
vinces in America which were under his Majesty's immediate govern
ment; and that in the Ineantime, and until such assemblies could be 
called, all persons inhabiting, in, or resorting to his Majesty's said 
colonies, might confide in his Majesty's royal protection for the enjoy
ment of the benefit (If the laws of h~realm of England,. that Cor that 
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~urpose his Majesty had given power, under the great seal, to the go
vernors of his Majesty's said new colonies, to erect and constitute, with 
the advice of his Majesty's said councils respectively, courts of judica
ture and public justice, within the said colonies, for the hearing and 
determining all causes, as well criminal as civil, according to law and 
equity, and as near as may be, agreeably to the laws of England ; with 
liberty to all persons who might think themselves aggrieved by the 
sentence of such courts, in all civil cases, to appeal, under the usual 
limitations and restrictions, to his Majesty in his Privy Council. 

On the 21st day of November 1763: about six weeks aCter the pub
lication of the aforesaid proclamation, his Majesty issued his commis
sion of captain-general and governor-in-chief of the prDvince of 
Quebec, to Major-general Murray, which was received by him, and 
published in the province in the month of August 1764. This com
mission, and the insurrection that accompanied it everywhere, pre
supposed that the laws of England were in force in the province, 
being full of allusions and references to those laws on a variety of 
different subjects, and did not contain the least intimation of a saving 
of any part of the laws and customs that prevailed there, in the time 
of the French government. 

It appears, therefore, upon the whole, Crom the proclamation and 
commission, to have been his Majesty's intention, with respect to the 
said province of Quebec, to assimilate the laws and government of it 
to, those of the other American colonies and provinces which were 
under his Majesty's immediate government, and not to continue the 
municipal laws and customs by which the conquered people had here
tofore been governed, any farther than as those laws might be ne
cessary to the preservation of their property. And his Majesty's 
ministers, at ihe time of passing those instruments, were evidently 
of opinion that, by the refusal of General Amherst to grant to the 
Canadians the continuance of their ancient laws and usages; and by 
the reference made in the Courth article of the definitive treaty of 
peace to the laws of Great Britain, as the measure of the indulgence 
intended to be shown them with respect to lhe exerciseoCtheir religion, 
sufficient notice had been given to the conquered inhabitants oflthat 
province, that it was his Majesty's pleasure that they should be go
verned for the future according to the laws of England. It is evident 
also, that the inhabitants, after being thus apprised of his Majesty's in- ' 
tention, had consented to be so governed, and had testified their said 
consent, by continuing to reside in the country, and laking the oath of 
allegiance to his Majesty, when they might have withdrawn them
selves from the province, with all their effects, and the produce oCthe sale 
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of their estates, within the eighteen months allowed by his Majesty; 
in the treaty of peace, for that purpose. 

In consequence of this introduction of the laws of England into the 
province, by the aforesaid proclamation and commission, Governor 
Murray and his Council, in the great ordinance dated on the 17th 
day of September 17M (passed at the commencement of the civil 
government of the province, for the establishment of courts of justice 
in it), directed the chief justice of the province (who was to hold the 
superior court or Court of King's Bench, established by that ordi
nance), to determine all criminal and civil causes agreeable to the 
lmvsof EII.'/{,/I/rl, and the ordinances of the province; and the judges 
of the inferior court, established by the said ordinance (wh:ch was 
called the Court of COlllmon Pleas), to determine the matters before 
them agreeably to ('fjuity, havi[Jg rc~ard nevertheless to the laws of 
England, as far as the circumstances and situation of things would 
permit, until such time as proper ordinances for the information of 
the people could be established by the governor and council, agree
able to the laws of England; with this just and prudent proviso, 'that 
the French laws and customs should be allowed and admitted in all 
causes in the said court between the natives of the said province, in 
which the cause of arlion arose, before the 1st day of October 1764.' 

In consequence of these instruments of government, the laws of 
England were generally introduced" into it, and consequently became 
the rule and measure of all contracts and other civil engagements 
entered into by the inhabitants after the introduction of them, that 
is, after the establishment of the chil government of the province, or 
after the said 1st day of October 1764. 

At this time the population of Canada amounted to 65,000 souls, 
and was confined to the banks of the St. "Lawrence and its tributary 
streams. As the people had now become British subjects, it was 
deemed expedient to introduce, as soon as possible, emigrants of 
English extraction, as well for the purpose of creating a defensive 
jlower within the province, as to induce the French to acquire the 
langua"e, and adopt the habits of their conquerors. The officers 
and soldiers of the ~rmy Ihat had served in America were rewarded 
with grallts of land in the country which they had conquered, and 
liberal oilers were made to people in the other provinces, and to emi
grants from Europe to remove thither. The facilities of internal 
transport, the fertility of the soil, and salubrity of the climate, ope
rated so powerfully, that in a short time the influx of strangers was 
so great as to induce the hope that it would speedily rival the New 
England states in population and wealth; and no doubt can now be 
ellterlained that if the terms of the proclamation had been honestly 
adhered to, these expectations ' .... ould have been fully realised. As a 
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matter of policy nothing could have been more wise, than since it 
had now become a British colony, to endeavour, as soon as possible, 
to make it so in fact as well as in name. The introduction of Eng
lish laws had a natural tendency to disseminate the language, by 
rendering the study of it necessary to the Canadian French, and a 
constant intercourse with the emigrants could not fail, by rendering 
their customs familiar, to have gradually led to their adoption. This 
change, though great in the first instance, and no doubt repugnant 
to their feelings, would have gradually recommended itself to the 
French, and by the time a new generation had sprung up, all incon
venience would have ceased to be felt any longer. The first fatal 
error that was committed was ordering a code of laws to be prepared 
for the province, with such modifications as would secure 10 the 
French the system of tenure and inheritance, to which they had been 
accustomed. This occasioncd much dclay, and clIaliled th,·;\, leaders 
to represent that any change would alienate the allections of the in
habitants, who would naturally extend to the gO\erUnH'(]! Ihe dislike 
that they felt to their institutions. Unfortunately. while this was 
under consideration, the time had arrived when thcy could enforcc 
their demands with a threat, and the rebellion which shortly after
wards broke out in the English colonies (now constituting the United 
States), made their conciliation become a matter of state policy. It 
was therefore determined at once to restore the Frer!,:h la\\s as they 
existed at the conquest, and the celebrated Quebec Act, 14 Geo. 3, 
c. 83, was passed for that purpose. This statute enacted, 'that his 
Majesty's subjects professing the religion of the Church of Rome, in 
the said provinc. of Quebec, may have, hold and enjoy, the free 
exercise of their religion, subject to the King's supremacy, and that 
the clergy of the said church may hold, receivc, and enjoy their 
accustomed dues and rights, with respect to such persons only as 
shall profess the said religion; and that it shall be la \\ ful for his :\la
jesty, his heirs or successors, to make such provision for the support 
of the Protestant clergy within the said province, as he or they shall 
from time to time think necessary and expedient.' But byJilr tlte 
most important clause Icas that 1vldch, after reciling that tl,,' English 
lams mhich had prevailed there for tell yew'a, lIdlllil/i~lt'red and re
gulated under commissions to gournors, had beenfoundillapplicable 
to the state and circumstances of the country, enacted that from and 
after the 1st of May,1775, the said English lal/'s<llIllpractiee of courts 
should be annulled. It is true that the criminal law of England was 
excepted, and that the system of torture which had been ill 'previous 
existence was abolished for ever. During the bme they were under 
French domination a person suspected of crime was scized, thrown 
into prison, and interrogated, without knowing the charge brought 
against him, and without being confronted with his accuser. He 
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was deprived of the assistance either of his friends, relations, or 
counsel. He was sworn to tell the truth, or rather to accuse him
self, without any value being attached to his testimony. Questions 
were then artfully put, which are described as more difficult for 
innocence to unravel than vice to deny. The prisoner was never 
confronted with the person who had deposed against him, except at 
the moment before judgment was pronounced, or when the torture 
was applied, or at his execution, which jugdment in capital cases 
was invariably followed by confiscation of property. This act also 
constituted a council with the power to make ordinances, conjointly 
with the governor. but not to impose taxes except for making roads. 
The ordinances were to be laid before his Majesty for allowance, and 
those touching religion not to be in force until formally approved of 
by the King. 

This flagrant yiolation of the promises held out in the proclama
tion, and of the terms upon which the people of British origin had 
settled in the provinces, filled them with dismay. They felt that 
they had the wretched choice presented to them of abandoning their 
property and removing from the colony, or of remaining a miserable 
minority, to be ruled and governed by foreigners, whose favour could 
only be conciliated hy their forgetting their country, their language, 
and religion, as soon as possible, and becoming Frenchmen. They 
accordingly lost no time in forwarding petitions, in which they were 
joined by the merchants of London, interested in the North Ame
rican trade, to the king and the two houses of parliament, expressive 
of their sense of the injury they had sustained, and of the misery 
likely to be entailed by this act upon the province, but no repeal 
was effected, and the al't remained as it was passed. 

Importunity often prevails against conviction, and the most noisy 
applicant is generally the first relieved, not because he is the most 
deserving, but because he is the most troublesome. The French 
Canadians appear to have been fully aware of this fact, and to have 
acted u[lon it; and the EII;.!lish finding their opponents first in the 
field, have been put on the defensive, and instead of seeking what was 
due to themsehes, have been compelled to expostulate that too great 
a share has been given to their rivals. The advantage gained by 
this position, the former have constantly maintained; and, it is a 
singular fact, that while the latter are the only aggrieved party: in 
the country, the former have forestalled the attention of the public, 
and engrossed the whole of its sympathy. Every page of this work 
will confirm and iJIustrate this extraordinary fact. The Quebec Act 
was obnoxious, not merely to the British party in Canada, but to the 
inhabitants of those colonies Whose gallantry so materially contributed 
to its conquest. It has been the singular fate of this unfortunate bill 
to have excited two rebellions. It caused the cup of American 
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grievance, which was already filled to the brim, to overflow into re
volt, and has subsequently given rise to a train of events that have 
induced the very men that it was designed to conciliate, to follow the 
fatal example that had been set to them by their republican neigh
bours. . 

LETTER IV. 

As soon as the struggle had ended in the old colonies, by their 
successful assertion of inllependence, a vast emigration of the loyalists 
took place into Canada, comprising a great number of persons of 
character and property; and these people, who had been accustomed 
to the exercise of the electoral privill'ge, unitell with those of their 
countrymen who had previously settled there in demanding a modi
fication of the Quebec Act, and the establishment of a local legisla
ture. The petitions of these people gave rise to the Act of the 31st 
Geo. 3, c. 31, commonly called the Constitutional Act, to 'oyhich and 
to the Quebec Act, of the 14th of the same reign, c. 83, alluded to 
in my former letter, is to be attributed all the trouble experienced in 
governing Canada. In the fatal concessions to the Canadians con
tained in these Acts, is to be found the origin of that anti-British 
feeling ,yhich, engendered by the powers conferred by those Acts, 
has increased with every exercise of those powers, until it has as-· 
sumed the shape of concentrated hatred and open rebellion. By this 
Act Canada was divided into two provinces, respectively called L'pper 
and Lower Canada. The latter, to which all my remarks will here
after be confined, lies between the parallels of thet,:;o and 5:.!O of 
North latitude, and the meridian of 57° 50' and 80° 6' West longitude 
from Greenwich. It is bounded on the north by the territory of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, on the east by the Gulph of St. Lawrence, 
on the south by New Brunswick and part of the United States, and 
on the west by a line that separates it from Upper Canada, and con
tains more than 250,000 square miles. 

To this country this celebrated Act gave a constitution, consisting 
of a Governor and Executive Council of eleven members, appointed 
by the Crown; a Legislative Council, forming the second estate, ap
pointed in like manner by the Crown, consisting of fifteen members 
(but subsequently, as we shall see, increased to forty); and a Repre
sentative Assembly, or House of Commons, composed of fifty mem
bers (afterwards increased to eighty-eight), each having powers as 
nearly analogous to those of King, Lords, and Commons, as the 
varied circumstances of the two countries and the ,depenllence of the 
colony would admit. 
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The enacting power they bestowed upon the colony, introduced from 
year to year another set of statutes, in addition to what they were 
subject to already, so that t Iwy now have a union of French, English, 
and provincial law. Such a confusion, you may easily imagine, im
posed great dilliculties, as well upon those who had to administer, as 
those who were hilll nd to obey those laws; but of the extent of those 
difficultit's, of the impediments they ollered to the transfer of real 
estate, of the frauds to wJlich they ~a\ e rise, and the obstacles they 
presented to the settle'ment and prosperity of the country, it is im
possible for an En·,lishman to form any idea without first inquiring 
into t1w structure of this singular code. The subject, however, is 
too important to be disposed of in this cursory manner, and I shall, 
therefore, even at the hazard of being thought tediolls, endeavour to 
give you some general account of the situation of the country in this 
particular. I am the more induced to do so, because, independent 
of the explanation which it \Idl ~i\ e of much that I have to say to 
you, it apl't'~rs to be indi'pensible to the full understanding of the 
Tenures' Art, which is now one of the great complaints of the dis
atTected. 

There exists in Lower C;lnada no regular code in which the laws 
of the land are systematically incorporated, nor ,,,ould it indeed be a 
task of ordinary difficulty to collect and condcnse them, so diverse 
are their elements, and so cOlllplex their character. * The jurispru
den('(' of the country may be said to embrace the French, the English, 
and the Homan or ciyillaws, and ti1l'seareall so blended in practice, 
that it is often doubtful whence the rule of decision will be drawn, 
although the line of distinction is better defined in theory. The sta
tute law of the pro\ ince may be stated under five heads :-lst, The 
articles of capitulation, that form part oCthe guarant.eed rights of the 
inhaiJitants; 'ld, The 31st Coeo. III. cap. 31, or the constitutional 
act, and all othcr British statutcs expressly extending to the colonies; 
3d, The edicts, declaration" and ordinances of the Kings of France 
oflicially rl'~ist ered in the pI'G\ ince'; .tlh, The ordinances of the go· 
vernor and counril alltel'i1)'f to 179'l; and 51h, The acts of the pro
vinciallegislature slIbsellucnt to ]792. The common law is the cus
tom of l'aris as modified by the customs of the country, and this law 
was co-t"densire with the whole province untillhe passing of the Ca· 
nada tenurcs' bill in 1825, which rcstricted the application of the 
French law to the feudal section of the colony, and introduced bodily 
the English laws to the remainder of the province. The criminal 
law of the province is the English code as it stood in 177.t, and the 
statutes of a declaratory or modifying nature that have since passed 
the local legislature. 

• See Ronchette, 
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When the country was first settled by the French, the feudal te
nure was in full vigour on the continent of Europe, 311d naturally 
transplanted by the colonizers to the new world. The King of 
France, as feudal lord, granted to nobles and respectable families, 
or to officers of the army, large Irads of land, termed seigniories, 
the proprietors of which WlT:' termed spi::;niors; and held immedi
ately from the King ('Jl fiff, or fl! rOi1!1',', on condition of rendering 
fealty and homage on acc,'ssion to seigniorial property; and in the 
event of a transfer, by sail', or gift, or otherwise (except in hereditary 
succession), the seigniory was subjert to the payment of a 'illint, or 
fifth part of the whole purchase-money; and which, if paid by the 
purchaser immedialely, l'ntitled him to th(' rlll/(fl, or a reduction of 
two-thirds of the quint. The cllstom slill prevails, the King of Great 
Britain having succeeded to the claims of the li:ing of France. * 

The position and extent of these seigniorial grants are :-

-. Ov 
~.§ 

r>\ h nt of Seiglliorial 
Grants. 

Territorial Division. Ii 1----.,..----
Arpents. Acres. 

Quebec, including Anticosti and other 
Isles. . . . . . . . ., 79 

IItontreal and Islands. 63 
Three Rivers and St. Francis, &c. 25 
Gaspe and Isles. . . . . .. I 

5,6:19,319 
3,269,966 
) 2~O 301l 
1;547;086 

5,656,(i99 
2,7SG,01l 
1,030,707 
1,31t>,1l7 

Almost unfit 
Cor 

cultivation in 
the 5ei~llio· 

ries and Fiefs. 

2,000,000 
500,000 
400,000 
600,000 

Ifill 12,676,67!J IO,800,53~ 4,100,000 

Estimating the number of acres of land in Lower Canada under 
cultivation, at 4,000,000, it will be perceived what a large portion of 
territory is embraced under the seigniories. 

(,Jllillts is a fifth-part of the purchase-moll('y of an estale held cnfief 
which must he paid by the purchaser to the feudal lord, that is, to 
the King, If the feudalloru believes thefief to be sold under nIue, 
he can bake the estate to himselfby paying the purchaser the price he 
gare for it, with all reasonable expenses, Refilj" is the rent or re
venue of one year for mutation fine, when an estate is inherited 
only by collateral descent.. Lods l't t'entes, are fines of alienation 
of one-twelfth part of the purchase-money, paid to the seigneur by 
the purchaser, on the transfer of propert.y, in the same manner as 
quints are paid to the King on the mutation of fief; and are held en 
roll/I'e, which is an estate to which heirs succeed equally. Franc 
aleu noble is afief, or freehold estate, held subject to no seigniorial 

• See Marlin's' Canada,' and Hon •• of Commons Report. 
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rights or duties, and acknowledging no lord but the King. The 
succession tofiefs is different from that of property held en 1'otU1'e or 
by ~'illailla.r;e. The eldest son, by right, takes the chateau, and the 
yard adjoining it; also an arpent of the garden joining the manor 
house, and the mills, ovens, or presses within the seigniory, belong 
to him; but the profit arising from these is to be divided among the 
other heirs. Females hall' no precedence of right, and when there 
are only daut!hters, thefiif is equally divided among them. When 
there are only two sons, the eldest takes two-thirds of the lands, 
hesides the chateau, mill, etc., and the younger, one-third. When 
there are sPYl'I'ai sons, the elder claims half the lands, and the rest 
have the other h:,lf divided among them. C(,IIS1l'(' is an estate held 
in the feudal manner, subject to the seigniorial fines or dues. All 
the Canadian /t,tilit,IIIS, small faormers, are (,1'I1I;itllil'(,s. Property, 
accordillg to the laws of Can;1da, is either propre, that is held by 
des,·,'nt, or II/·/jllil.,·, which expresses being acquired by industry or 
othcr means. ('IIJllllllmit<: (I" IiiI''' is partnership in property by 
marriage; for the "if", by this law, becomes an equal partner in 
"'halcHT the husband possessed before and acquires after marriage, 
and the husband is placed in the same position in respect to the wife's 
dowry property. This law might operate as well as most general 
la\\s, if bolh 1lllsZ,wul and ji'JIIl/le came to the finale of life on the 
same day; but very unhappy consequences have arisen when the one 
died berore the other. For instance, when the wife dies before the 
husband, the r11ilJrcn may claim half of the father's property, as 
heirs to the mother; and the mother's relations have often persuaded 
and sometimes compelled them so to do. 

The dot or dowry, is the property which the wife puts into the 
COli/lillI/lit,: de /.oi"II.' moveahle or immoveable property, falling to her 
by desernt, is a projlrl', and does not merge in the cOllununite. 
Dower in Canada, is either customary or stipulate. The first consists 
of half the property which the husband was possessed of at the time 
of marriage, and half of all the property which he may inherit or 
acquire-of this the "'ife has the use for life, and the children may 
claim it at her death. If they be not of age, the wife's relations can 
take it out of the father's hands for them, and may compel him to sell 
his property to make a division. Stipulated dower is a portion which 
the husband gives instead of the customary dower. 

Those farmers who hold land from the seigneur en 1'otu1'e, and 
who are termed tenanciers or censitaires, do so subject to certain 
conditions, viz. : a small annual rent from 28. 6d. to 58. (or perhaps 
more of late years) for each arpent in front, to this is added some 
articles of provision annually, according to the means of the farmer, 
who is also bound to grind his corn at the moulin Z,anal, or the sei
gneur's mill, when one-fourteenth is taken for the lord's use as a 
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mouture or payment for grinding. The lods et 'lJentes form another 
part of the seigneur's revenue: it consists of a right to one-twelfth 
part of the purchase money of every estate within his seigniory that 
changes its owner by sale or other means equivalent to sale: this 
twelfth to be paid by the purchaser, and is exclusive of the sum 
agreed on betwMn the latter and the seller, and if promptly paid, a 
reduction of one-fourth is usually made (in the same manner as two
thirds of the quint due to the Crown is made). On such an occasion 
a privilege remains with the seigneur but seldom exercised, called 
the droit de retrait, which confers the right of pre-emption at the 
highest bidden price within forty days after the sale has taken place. 

All the fisheries within the seigniories contribute also to the lord's 
income, as he receives of the fish caught, or an equivalent in money 
for the same: the seigneur is also privileged to fell timber any where 
within his seigniory for the purpose of erecting mills, constructing 
new or repairing old roads, or for other works of public and general 
utility. In addition to the foregoing obligations on the farmer, he is, 
if a Roman Catholic, bound to pay to his curate one twenty-sixth part 
of all grain produced, and to have occasional assessments levied on 
him for building and repairing churches, parsonage houses, etc. 

The duties of the seigneur to his tenants are also strictly defined, 
-he is bound in some instances to open roads to the remote parts of 
his fief, and to provide mills for the grinding of the feudal tenants' 
corn i-he cannot dispose by sale of forest lands, but is bound to 
concede them. and upon his refusal to do so, the applicant may 
obtain from the Crown the concession he requires, under the usual 
seigniorial stipulations, in which case the rents and dues appertain to 
the King. 

The soccage t.enure, like thefranc aleu roturier, leaves the farmer 
or landholder wholly unshackled by any conditions whatsoever as 
to rents, corvees, mutation fines, banaletc (corn grinding obligation) 
without in fact any other obligation than allegiance to the King, and 
obedience to the laws. The quantity of land thus granted in Lower 
Canada amounts to upwards of 7,000,000 acres-while under the 
seigniorial grants there are nearly 11,000,000 acres held by a vast 
number of small proprietors. 

It is very difficult to conceive how the statesman who sanctioned 
the act that substituted this extraordinary code for that of England, 
could have imagined it could ever be productive of anything but dis
cord in a country inhabited by two races of different origin and differ
ent language. Any person at all acquainted with the prejudices and 
passions tbat operate on man, will easily understand that the French, 
jealous of any innovation, are constantly suspicious of an intention on 
the part of the English to infringe upon their rights, and introduce 
their own system of jurisprudence, to which they are accustomed and 
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attached, instead of that which they neither understand nor approve; 
ami, on the other hand, that the English, naturally an enterprising 
and commerciall't.'oplf', find the feudal tenure an intolerable burden, 
and spurn with indignation the idea of being subjected to the go
vernment of a race whom they have conquered, and to the operation 
of laws, which el'en the people with whom they originated, have 
rrj"l'h'd as unsuited to the exigencies of the times. In addition to 
this "ri,,\ou:; error of establishing a code of laws that exists nowhere 
('Is', three others were committed of equal magnitude: first, in 
diyiding Canada illto two provinces, and thus separating the French 
froll1 tiIl' majority of the English; secondly, in permitting the lan
gu~~(' of the rOllrts, and the records of the legislature, to be French; 
and, thirdly, in gl',ing at so early a period, and before the people 
W(,fl' fitted to n'ceire it, a constitutional government. 

The concC'lltrated settlement of the French along the shores of 
thc st. Lawrcnce nccessarily excluded thc English emigrants from 
that fertile territory, and compelled them to remove to the borders of 
the lakes. I II addition to this obvious cause of their not settling in 
the' immediatp, neighbourhood of the Canadians, it is evident that the 
nature of the feudal t!'BurC to which those lands were subject, and 
the introduction uf French laws in direct contravention of the 
llrorlamation, rendC'red such a separation of the two races inevitable. 
U ndpr tiI,'s" circnmstanccs one would naturally have supposed that 
a wise gOl ('rnm!'nt would have endeavoured, as far as possible, to 
COUlltl'l'ilct the tendency of these causes, to alienate, as well as se
parate, thcse )lcople of different origin. But, alas, the fatal prin
ciplc of conciliation had now been adopted as the rule of action, and 
thduvourahlc opportunity of Anglifying the colony, and amalgamat
ing 1lJ(' population, loy identifying the interests of both, was not only 
1I('~kcted, bllt the most effectual mode was adoptcd to make the 
distinctiOlIl as markcd and as permanent as possible. Not content 
with this act of folly and injustice, the French were entrusted with 
an ;iI;]IlIs\ (''\r1usive possession of the popular branch of the legisla
ture, and cvcn constituted, at the samc time, toll-keepers to the ad
joining province. Roth the ports of Quebec and Montreal were as
si.t.;lled to the French, and the inhabitants of Uppcr Canada were 
thus ('ut o(f from all communication with the mother country, but 
stich as mifIht bc granted by the Americans or their Gallic neigh
bours. I f the persons who framed that act had compared the state of 
the revolted colonies with that of Canada, and reflected that they 
were settled nearly a century later than the other, they certainly 
never would have attempted to do such injustice as to subject the 
trade of a nother colony to thc exactions of an illiterate and prejudiced 
people. If, however, the neccssities of the times demanded a sacri
fice on this important point, surely they should have paused before 
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they gave them a constitutional government, and enquired wl'lether 
they were sufficiently intelligent 10 receive the institutions of a free and 
enlightened people. The experiment of constitutional government 
was never tried by a people less qualified for the task than the 
Canadians. 

Until the conquest they may be said to have known no other form 
of government than a despotic one; few of them could read or write, 
and the habits of implicit obedience in "hich they had been trained 
to their superiors rendered them unable 10 comprehend the nature 
of their own rights, or those of the other branches of the legislature. 
The powers exercised by the several French governors and intend
ants knew no bounds; and, unrestrained by law, their decisions 
were dictated by the caprice of the moment. The inhabitants were 
compelled to serve as soldiers without pay, in the frequent wars with 
the English, and were treated with the greatest severity by their su
periors. The exactions of the military, instead of being restrained 
were encouraged, and on all occasions the protection of the governor 
or intendant was necessary to insure success, while merit in every 
instance was overlooked. Remonstrances against oppression had 
frequently been transmitted to the government in France, but were 
always either suppressed oc disregarded. Tlwir character at this 
period is thus drawn by the Abbe Raynal, whose account, as his 
partiality must have been all in their favour, I prefer as the most 
unobjectionable. He observes; 

, That those whom rural labour fixed in the country, allowed only a few mo
ments to the care or their flocks and to other indispensable occupations during 
winter. The rest or the time was passed in idleness at public· houses, or in run
ning along the snow and ice in sledges, in imitation of the most distinguished 
citizens. When the return or spring called them out to the necessary labours of 
the field, they ploughed the ground supedicially, wililout eyer manuring it, sowed 
it carelessly, and then returned to their former indolent manner or lire lill har
vest time. 

, This amazing negligence might be owing to several causes, They contracted 
such a habit or idleness during the continuance orthe senre weatber, tbat laboul' 
appeared insupportable to them even in the finest weather. The numerous 
festivals prescribed by their religion, which owed it, increase to their es!ablish
ment, prevented tbe first exertion, as well as interrupted tbe progrr;s of industry. 
Men are ready enough to comply witb that species of deyotion th,t flallers their 
indolence. Lastly, a passion for war, which had been purposely encouraged 
among these bold and courageous men, made them aycrse from the labours or 
husbandry. Their minds were so entirely captivate.d with military glory that 
they thought only or war, thougb they engaged in it without pay. 

, The inhabitants or the towns, especially or the capital, spent the winler us 
well as the summer in a constant scenc of dissipation, Tiley were ulil(e insen
sible of the heauties or nalure or or the pleasures or the imagination. Tiley bad 
no taste for arts or science, ror reading or instruction. Their only passion was 
amusement. 

, There appeared in hoth sexes a greater degree or devotion lhan virtu~, more 
religion than probity; a higher sense or honour than real honesty, Superstition 
look place of morality, whicb will always be Ihe case whenever men a1'e taught 
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to believe that ceremonies will compensate for good 'Works, and that crimes are 
expiated by prayers.' 

A greater folly can hardly be conceived than conferring a consti
tutional government upon a people so situated. Wherever the ex
periment has been tried, whether in France, in the republic of South 
America, in Spain, in Portugal, Greece, Newfoundland, or Lower 
Canalla, it has inyariably failed. The constitution of England, as it 
now exists, is the growth of ages, and would have been as unsuitable 
to our ancestors five hundred years ago as it is to the Lower Canadians 
of the prl'senl day. Regard must be had. to the character and con
dition of the people to whom such a form of government is offered. 
'Vhat may suit the inhabitants of England, may be, and is, very un
suitable to those of any other country. It is not sufficient that the 
machinery be good, but, if \YL" desire to avoid accidents and insure 
SlICCl'SS, we must place skilful people in the management of it, who 
are thoroughly acquainted with its power, and have a perfect know
Jellge of its principle of action. The limited monarchy of England 
was found unsuited to America, although the people were of British 
extraction, accustomed to free institutions, and perfectly instructed 
in its practical operation. They were so unfortunate as not to 
possess allY materials out of which to construct a House of Lords, 
and therefore so modified their constitution as to meet the altered 
circumstances of the country. This humble imitation is a cheap 
article, and good "I" its kind, though badly put together; but a better 
and more costly one would not have corresponded with the limited 
means and humble station of a poor people. Their choice is a 
proof of their wisdom, and their having the opportunity to choose, 
at a time of life when they were able to make a judicious selection, 
is also a proof of their good fortune. Had the Canadians been called 
upon, at the time of the conquest, to point out what government 
they would have preferred, they would unquestionably have solicited 
that of a single intendant; they had never known any other, and it 
was the only one for which they were fitted. So strong, indeed, is 
the force of habit, that rejecting the constitution, which they cannot 
understand, and do not appreciate, they have, after a vain attempt 
to accommodate themsl'lves to it, resorted to the usage of former days, 
and (however unfortunate they may have been in the character and 
conduct of the person they selected as their leader) have adopted 
the usage of their forefathers, and implicitly !ielded their confidence 
and obedience to one lIIan. 
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LETTER V. 

HAVING thus traced historically the measures of government, from 
the conquest of the country to the time when the Constitutional 
Act went into operation in the province (26th December 1791), 
which forms the first important epoch in the history of the Colony, I 
shall divide the time that intervened between that period nnd the 
present into four other portions: The second extends from the meet
ing of the first provincial House of Assembly in December 1792 to 
1818, when a demand was made for a civil list; the third from 
thence to 1828, when the pretensions of the Assembly had assumed 
a distinct and definite form, and were referred t.o a committee of Par
liament; the fourth from thence to 1834, when a furtilPr reference of 
additional grievances, was made to another parliampntary committee; 
and the fifth from 183·1 to the present period. Such a division will 
elucidate the growth and increase of those revolutionary principles 
(the natural and obvious result of such a form of gOlernment) which 
first appeared in an insidious attempt to monopolise the whole civil 
power by such a complete control in matters oflegislation and finance 
as would render her Majesty's representative, and the Legislative 
Council, subservient to the interests, prejudices, and passions of the 
French Canadian majority, and finally terminated in open rebellion. 
I do not mean by this to affirm that all that has since transpired was 
the result of a preconceived design, systematically acted upon; but as 
uncontrolled power was given by the constitution to the French 
party, that these pretensions were the natural result of such a power, 
and that they were unhesitatingly put forward as soon as their lead
ers had become acquainted with the working of the constitution, 
and aware that they were invested with the means of. imposing their 
own terms upon government. 

The first assembly met on the 17th of December 1792, and as the 
representation had been most injudiciously based on the principle of 
population, thirty-five out of the fifty members of this first house 
were French, and fifteen only English, a minority too large and re
spectable to be suffered to continue longer than to teach the majority 
the forms of business, and we accordingly find, at a subsequent pe
riod, that it was reduced to three. The change from arbitrary to 
constitutional government was so great, that the French were for 
some time under the influence of those grateful feelings which such 
a state of things so naturally engendered. In one of their addresses 
to his Majesty, soliciting the establishment of a legislature, they thus 
express their sense of his mild and paternal government: 
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, Sir - Your mnst obedient and faithful new subjects in the province of Ca
naua lake the liberly to prostrate themselves at tbe foot of your throne, in order 
to lay before you the sentiments of respect, affection, and obedience towards your 
august person, with which their hearts overflow, and to return to l'our l\Iajesty 
their most humble thanks for your paternal care of their welfare. 

, Our gratitude obliges us to aCknowledge. that tbe faithful appearances of 
conquest by your \!aj"sl},s victorious arms dill not long continue to excite our 
]amenlatiulls and leal'S. They grew every day less and less, as we ",adually be
"""". more acquainted with Ihe happiness 01' lil'ing unuer the wise regulations of 
the filii ish empire. And "\I'n in the very momenl uf the ,conquest we were far 
f,om rf'I'lin~ the lIIelan(holy effects of restraint and captility; for the wise and 
virtu'Jus gene,al who t'onqllered us, heing a worthy rcpresentative of the glorious 
,ol'ereign who enlrnsled him with the command of his arm!es, left liS in posses· 
sion of our laws and cllsloms; the free exercise ofoor religion w"" preserved to us, 
and af/e", anls was confirmed by the treaty of peace; and our own former country
men were appointed judges of our disputes concernin:~ ci, il malleI'S. This excess 
or (dnd"e;s toward; I" \\e shall never forget. These generolls proofs of the c1e
menl'), of our heni~n conqueror will be carefully preserved in the annals of our 
histo .. ~; and "r ,hall transmit them from generation to generation to our remotest 
posterity. Tbese, Sir. are tbe pleasing ties by which, in the beginning of our 
sul>jCf'1 io" 10 ),our ~l:' i,'SI) 's government, our hearts were so strongly bound in 
,'0111' ~lniesty; lit'S '" hit'\1 eannc,'cr be dissolved. but which time will only strengthen 
and draw closer.' 

Impressed "ith a sense of the benefits conferred upon them by this 
great chang(', trammelled by parliamentary forms with which they 
wrre ":Iolly unac(Juainted, and not yel aware of the unlimited means 
of annoyancp, if not of controul, with which they were invested, we 
find them for some time proceeding with decorum and modera
tion. But there were not wanting those in the colony who were 
filled with alarm at the sight of the first Canadian assembly, which, 
even "ith the largest minority ever known, contained a majority of 
more than twic" as many Frenchmen as Englishmen, and possessed 
the power to increase that majority at its pleasure. Even those 
",hn'l' faith in th(' operation of British institutions, had led them to 
holu a dilll'rent opinion as tll the result, were constrained to admit 
their ('rror, "'hen t!l<'y found the house proceeding to choose a 
sp('aker, ,,'ho admitted his inability to express himself in English (a 
precedent of choosing that oflicer from the majority, which has erer 
since been followed), ant] also resorting to the expensive mode of re
cording their l'roll'cuin,~s in their own language. They perceil'l'n 
wilh grief that the natural tendency of those things, instead of sti
mulating the new subjects to the study of con"titutionallaw in its 
original sources, was to force Englishmen to study French, and in no 
small degree to become Frenchmen, and coalesce with the Nation 
Canadienne, to ~i\'e a complete ascendancy to those of foreign origin, 
their laws, language, and characteristic!', in the popular branch of the 
legislature, and to encourage in the leaders, at a future day, that ex
clusive ambition that now distinguishes them. They could not, fail, 
also, to draw an unfavourable contrast between this extraordinary 
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concession, and the more provident conduct of the American Con
gress, which, while admitting the territory of Louisiana, inhabited 
by Frenchmen, as one of the states of the confederation, enaded 
that all minutes of proceedings in the court and legislature of their 
sister state should be exclusively recorded in the language of the 
constituency of the United Slates. This judicious enactment has 
naturally made the study of the English tongue a primary object with 
the Louisianians, and, though in numbers, at the time of admission, 
they were about half the amount of the Canadians in 1791, they now 
generally speak or understand English, and have changed their old 
laws for a new code, while the legislature and people of Canada 
remain as much French as the inhabitants of Normandy. 

It was felt that, 'as far as Englishmen and their descendants were 
concerned, this constitution was a mere delusion. At a H'ry early 
period we find them putting in practice that manreuvre, which became 
so common afterwards, of absenting themselves from the house, when 
measures were to be considered to which they were averse, and 
thereby compelling the speaker to adjourn the debate for want of 
a quorum. This first House of Assembly, after four sessions, termi
nated on the 4th of May, 1796. The conduct of the members, 
though respectful both to the governor and the other branch of the 
legislature, gave evident proof that they would afford no encourage
ment to English commerce or English settlers. The principle adopted 
and acted upon most pertinaciously was to avoid direct assessment, 
and throw all public burthens, as well as local charges, upon the 
revenue, to be derived from duties levied off of trade. It was in some 
measure owing to chance, but mainly to the influence of the govern
or, that a road act, so important to the country, ,,,hich imposed a 
moderate contribution of money or labour on the people, for the 
improvement of their property, was carried through the Assembly. 
But an appeal to the passions and prejudices of the people by their 
embryo demagogues was so successful on this occasion, in represent
ing this necessary act as the commencement of foreign taxation and 
English oppression, that they attempted to starve out the inhabitants 
of Quebec and Montreal, by withholding all the usual supplies of food. 
A bankrupt law was refused to the request of the merchants, and they 
also declined to sanction' An Act to Amend the Laws, Customs, and 
Usages in force in the Province, relative to the Tenure of Lands, 
and the rights derived therefrom,' refusing to make the smallest sa
crifice to what they called the .cupidity of English landholders, and 
the prejudices of American settlers. So peremptory, indeed, was 
the refusal, that the faction was considered decisive as to any inno
vation upon the French laws, which, with the feudal tenures of lands, 
were cherished as the means of deterring emigrants from seeking an 
asylulfl in the province; thus rendered French in fact, though Bri-
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tish in name. During the existence of this house, also, is to be found 
the first pretension to encroach on the right of the Crown, in an en
quiry into the forfeited lands of the Jesuits, and a claim for their 
restoration to French con trout. It is, however, worthy of remark, 
as forming a complete contrast with recent conduct, that of eleven 
acts sanctioned at the end of the session, all were permanent but 
one. 

Thus, my dear friend, do you see that the causes of the present 
posture of affairs are to be traced back to a very early period, not as 
my Lord Durham has asserted, to misgovernment of the Canadians, 
but to inconsiderate concessions, which though designed to conciliate 
them, have not only signally failed of their object, but been pro
ductive of mischief to themselves, and incalculable injury to the co
lony. That this is the view that impartial men take of the subject, 
appears from the folll)",ing extract from the work of a distinguished 
foreigner, the author of the Resources oC America:* 

, The unwise act of Lord Grenville, passed through Parliament in the year 1794, 
permitting tlte people of Lower Canada to conduct their pleadings and promulgate 
their laws in I~c French language, has prevented them from ever becoming Bri
tish, ami so far weakened the colony as an outwork orthe mother country. It has 
alwals been the policy of able conquerors, as soon as possible, to incorporate their 
vanqlli,hl'd slIl,j:'rl; with their own citizens, by giving tit em (heir own language 
and laws, anll not sulr~ring them to retain those of their pristine dominion. These 
were among tbe most efficient means by which ancient Rome ~nilt up and esta
blislied her empire over the wbole world; and these were the most efficient aids by 
which modern France spread her dominion so rapidly over the continent of 
Europe. While Lower Canada continues to be French in language, religion, 
laws, habits, and manners, it is obvious tbat her people will not be good British 
subjects; and Britain may most assuredly look to the speedy loss of her North 
American roll'nies, IInlcss sbo immediately sets about (he establishment of an 
able, statesmallli!,,, aoverument there, anll the direction thitherward of (bat tide 
of emigration I'r(om ~ her own loin~, which now s\Velis the strength and resources 
of the Unitel' Statrs. lIer North American (olonies gone, her West India 
islands will SOU II foll"w.' 

The second House of Assembly was opened on the 25th of January 
17!l7. and ended in 1801. The privilege of participating in the le
gislati~e )lower of the country for four years, had awakened the 
meml:t~n; 10 a seme of their own importance, and the Canadian 
French to a knowledge of their supremacy; and they accordingly re
turned a more democr:ltic house than the preceding, and represen
tatives pledged to an e\{L"ive d!'votion to the interests of their own 
party. The prejudices awakened by the Road Act, and the Crater~ 
nising doctrines oC the French revolu~ion, contributed also to'produce 
this result. It is true the minority were only reduced to fourteen; 
but Ihe attorney-general was deCeated as a candidate for the county 
oC Quebec, and several influential members of the late house sbared 

• Bristow. 
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a similar 'fate; so that although the numerical proportions were 
nearly similar, the British interest was evidently already on the de
cline. 

A manifest change had taken place in the feelings of the different 
branches of the legislature. The governor, acting on the defensive, 
no longer proposed measures ofinternal improvement, which he knew 
would provoke angry discussions, or be met with a refusal; but re
lied more upon the Legislative Council, which alone represented or 
protected British interests, while the house, finding that temporary 
acts had a direct tendency to lessen the influence and independence 
of the executive, discontinued the practice of passing permanent laws. 
To remedy the evil of having so many prejudiced and illiterate mem
bers in the assembly, it was proposed by the minority to establish a 
qualification, which, although it could not possibly increase their 
own numbers, it was hoped might at least have the advantage of 
affording them more libel'al and enlightened colleagues; but this 
measure, like all others introduced by them, was considered of fo
reign origin, and excluded accorJingly. The majority, however, 
though pertinacious, still preserved appearances, and as the minority 
felt themselves unequal to procure the passage of any hill, either of 
internal improvement or for the facilitating the foreign tradl', they 
forbore to provoke the discussion, and preferred using their influence 
to the mere preservation of what few privileges were left to them. 
The third provincial parliament began on the 1st of January 1801, 
and terminated, after five sessions, on the 2d of May 1804. The 
temper of this house, and the proportion of its parties, were similar 
to that of the last. 

Among the topics insisted upon in the governor's speech, was a 
recommendation for a grant of money for free schools for the instruc
tion of the rising generation in the first rudiments of useful learning, 
and in the EI/!/lish tongue .. and it was noticed with feelings of grief, 
though not with surprise, that the house, in their rel'ly, omitted the 
words' English tongue,' and shortly afterwards appii,'d the com
menlary by a vote for the purchase of 'French books,' for the use 
of the members. Although there were not a fe,,' d their number 
who were unfortunately incapable, from a deficiency of education, 
of using them, yet it was evident that there existed as J:ltll' inclination 
to adopt the language, as there was to introduce the laws of Great 
Britain. 

In accordance with this spirit of preference for French laws, an act 
was passed to revive the serment decisoire, or oath, by which, under 
certain circumstances, a debtor may be permitted to clear himself of 
a commercial debt, by simply swearing to its haYing been pJid and 
satisfied, without even stating the time or place of payment; an act 
which ha~ been described as a most prolific source of fraud and per-
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jury, and deeply injurious to the mercantile interests of the country, 
as well as to the character of the people. Such, indeed, was thejea
lousy of the majority of the English, that they were not inclined to 
pass e,en those laws, which had an exclush'e application to them and 
their tenures. Thus a bill was introduced for registering deeds of 
lands in free and common socca,:e, which only affected the English, 
but it met with the customary fate of all such attempts. 

The leaders began now to affect to perceive a latent danger in every 
act of the government, and a hill requiring rectors, curates, and 
priests to reJd certain laws after divine service, was denounced as 
openin,~ a door for exercising an influence over the clergy; and an 
effort was made to introduce in their stead the captains of militia, 
whit-h was only rclinquisllL'd 10 avoid the awkward admission that too 
many of those ollicers Wl're deficient in the necessary qualification 
to perform the duty. The great increase of the trade of the province 
at this tilllC, in consequen(c of the war, so far from exciting the 
emulation of the Freneh, and stimulating them to participate in its 
advallta~t·" awal,ened their jealousy, and they stigmatised it as the 
parent of rrime, tht~ ,'llIfce of undue distinctions, and the means of 
filling thc country with persons of foreign origin. They not only de
clined in any way to aid its extension, but imposed taxes upon it for 
all those objects that elsewhere in America are provided for by local 
assessment. Such conduct could not fail to retard the improvement 
of the counlry, by preventing the investment of capital, and discou
raging enterprise; and that it had this effect is evident from the slow 
growth of Lower Canada, when compared with that of the adjoining 
colony, "here a !litTerent system prevailed. The fourth house of 
Assembly rnd on the lIth January 1805, and terminated, after four 
sessions, on the 14th April 1808. 

The pressure of the feudal tenure becoming daily more and more 
severely felt by Ihe inhabitantsofthecities, two unsuccessful attempts 
"ere now rnade to obtain some mitigation of it. The first was a bill 
to abolish the rctrait li:~nag!'r, ot' ri;oht of redemption by the relations 
uf seigniol'iallanus. .\ny relation, it was stated, of the seller, if of 
the same lint', from whence the property descended, may, within a 
year and a day, by this law, take it from the purchaser of the property, 
on condition of r('turfling the price. A person, therefore, buying 
a lot of land for one hundred pounds, and expending upon it one 
thousand in buildings, may be deprived of the whole, by a relation 
of the seller* refunding the original purchase-money, buildings not 
being considered necessary expenses. 

The second was 'a bill to enable the seigneurs to compound for 
their feudal.righls and dues with their vassals and censitaires.' This 

, Sec' Political Annal.;' also Canadian Magazine. 
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was particularly intended as a relief against the discouraging effects 
of lods and vents, by which the twelfth part of the labours and ex
pense of erecting buildings (however expensive) on ground, subject to 
the imposition, is for the benefit of the seigneur. These' bills, how
ever, like all that had preceded them, for similar purposes, did not 
receive a second reading, nor was any remedy applied until the Im
perial Parliamentinterfered nearly twenty years afterwards. To show, 
however, the nature of the change which these leaders wt're disposed 
to patronise, they voted 7501. for translating Hatsell's Parliament
ary Proceedings into French, and to rebut the charge of their aversion 
to internal improvement, and to shew they were not inattentive to the 
agricultural prosperity of the province, they passed a bill enjoining 
the application of tar to apple trees for the destruction of caterpil
lars. From a body thus constituted little good could be expected. 
The merchants and other British subjects resident in Canada, finding 
all attempts in the legislature useless, appealed, through the medium 
of the press, to the sympathies of the English public. They con
tended that if the support oCthe civil government were not to rest on 
direct taxes, it should at least be secured by permanent acts of indirect 
taxation-that local establishments, such as court-houses, gaols, and 
hOllses of correction, should be defrayed by assess men ts on the districts 
for whose benefit they were required, and that recourse should be 
had to indirect taxes of temporary duration, only for the general im
provement of the country in its internal communications with the ad
joining states and colonies, or its agriculture and commerce. 

This was denounced by the demagogues of the day as an attac~ 
upon the liberties of the subject; and certain toasts at a public din
ner, approving of those commercial and financial views of the mino
rity, were voted to be an insult to the majesty of the house, and 
warrants were issued against the printers, who were taken into 
cllstody. and compelled to apologise for their conduct. * It is worthy 
of remark, that at this the first attempt was made to procure a draw-

• That 'our oppressed and enslaved bret/ITell in Callada' knew how to vindicate 
themselves, aod entprtaiDeci jnst Dotions on tbe subject of the IHwrty of the press, will 
appear from a perusal of the toasts that called down the ,indignation Qf tI~c honse,. and uc
casioned the issuing of warrants to apprehend the presldt"nt of th~ social meetings tlJat 
sanctioned, ilnd the printers that dared to disseminate snch wickt'd doctrines. 

1. The hODollrahh." membt"rs of the legislativ~ council, who were friendly to constitutiolJal 
taxation .s proposed by onr worthy members 10 the hou.e of Assembly. 

2. Our representatives in provincial parliament, who protJosed a constitutional aDd pro
pt"f mode of taxation, for building gao.ls, and who opposed a tax au commt'ree fOI" that 
purpose, as contrary to the sound prachce of the p~rt'~t st~t.e. . . 

3. May our representatives be actuaterl by a patrIotic SpIrit for the guod of the provlDce, 
as de~endant on the British empire, and divested oflocal prejudices. 

4. Prosperity to the agriculture and commerce of ('anada_ and may they aid each other 
a8 their true interests dictate, by sharing a due pcoportioo of advantagE's and burthens. 

6. The city and county of Montreal, and the grand juries of the district, who recom
mended local asses.ment ror local purposes. 

6. May the city of Montreal be enabled to support ane'Ysp~p", though deprived of its 
natural and Wleful advanlages, apparently for the bone fit 01 an IDdlVldual. 

7. May the commercial iulerests of this province have its due intluence on the adminis
tration of its government. 

:ll 
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hack of duties on articles that were exported after having first paid a 
duty; but, as usual, it failed in a body whose whole spirit was anti
commercial. These instances are adduced, notfor their intrinsic im
portance, but as illustrative of the question proposed by me for your 
consideration in my first letter, whether disa!Tection has not given rise 
to grievances rather than grirvances to disa!Tec!ion. Having now tasted 
the swrets of powrr in the punishment of the printers. the house com
menced a system of high-handed measures with any person who 01:
slructed their liews; and followed it up by removing from the house all 
persons attached to till' pxecutive, and impeaching others holding high 
ollicial stations, in the hope that, by reprrsentillg the adherents of go
H'rn Illent as "fll'mics 10 the country, the alTections of the people would 
be gradually alienated from their rulers. and ultimately prepare them 
t.o join in those measures of forcihle resistance. which now, for the fir.,t 
tinl('. appear 10 h;l\c been comtrmplated. The first experiment wa;; 
made lJy the expulsion from the house, contrary to the constitutional 
ad, ofEzrkiel lIart, on account of his professing the Jrwish religion. 
This mcaSUrt' naturally alarllll'd the British inhabifa nts, and sa Ir the III 
a mrlancholy foreboding of the events that were in rcsen e for thrm. 
The liolent language of deltate, the constant appral to popular prr
jlldie,,, the undisguised anti-English feeling of the Irgislative dp
llla:.;o!.!ues. and the seditious and revolutionary language of the' Ca
naJiall' newspaper. de, oted to their interests, left no room to hope 
that the constitution coultl long work, in such unskilful and unprin
t'iplctl hands. The fifth pro, incial parliament was opencd by Sir 
~ames Craig on ille loth of April, 1809, when thcir attcntion was 
rallefl to thc unscttled slall' of alTairs with the Americans, and they 
",pre requiretl to consider of such means as might be necessary to 
pla!'e thc prolince in a posture of defence. Instead of proceeding, 
:ll'cording to the urgency of Ute case, to dclihcratc on this pressing 
t'IIlergency, they commenced by an attack on the judges, and devising 
Ih,' means of rcmoving them from thc legislalure j and manifestetl 
so much heat in their proceedings, and such a disrespectful inatten
tion to (hc subjcct submitted to them, that, after five weeks wasted in 
angry discussions, the governor was under the necessity of expressing 
his displeasure by a dissolution. On meeting the sixth parliament, 
which assembled on the 29th of January, 1810. he informed them that 
lie was instructed to assent to any bill for rendering the judges, in 
future, ineligible to seals in the house of assembly, in which the two 
houses should concur. This house, though a little moderated in tone 
by the lirm ness exhibited in dissolving them, were not to be diverted 
from its schemes of ambition; and now, for the first lime, was deve)op
ctl that deep-laid plan. which has since so signally succeeded, of 
placing every officer of the government at the mercy of the popular 
branch. and {'endering the arm of the executiye perfectly powerless. 
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On the 10th of Feb\'uary they resolved, most unexpectedly, 'that this 
house will vote in this session the necessary sums for defraying the 
civil expenses of the government of this province.' Animated by the 
prosperous state of the revenue, in consequence of the American em
bargo, the opportunity was considered a favourable one, by assuming 
the civil list, to get a controul over the officers of government, m7w, 
being servants of the il/lperial state as melt as the colony, would, by 
this measure, be at the mercy of the house, which would thus become 
alike independent of foreign or domestic controul. As long as the 
expenditure of the cilil establishment exceeded the revenue, derived 
from taxes on commerce, their liberality was content to permit the 
deficiency to be supplied by parliament; but now that the treasury 
was more than adequate to the task, they thought that a voluntary 
offer of this kind would throw the government off of its guard, and 
be probably accepted. The governor at once penetrated their de
signs, and very prudently and properly answered, that it would be 
necessary to have the concurrence of the legislative council, 'in a 
matter in which, not merely as a co-ordinate branch of the legisla
ture, but as composed of individuals having a large stake in the coun
try it was interested;' but that he would transmit to his Majesty their 
address as a proof of their willingness to provide for the civil expendi
ture when called upon so to do. 
In this year (1810) the treasury receipts were, L70,398 13 7 
And the expenditure. . . . . . . . . . 58,564 14 3 

Leaving a clear surplus revenue of . . 11,833 19 4 
A bill disqualifying the judges was passed, and sent to the legisla

tive council, who agreed to it, with a clause suspending its operation 
to the end of the present house of assembly. Anxious to shew their 
contempt of the legislative council, and forgetful, as well of the re
spect due to the representative of the King, as of constitutional rights, 
they immediately expelled the judges by resolution, as they .had 
previously done Mr. Hart, leaving the governor in the dilemma of 
sanctioning the act by issuing new writs for elections, or of dissolv
ing the house. It is needless to say that he adopted the latter course, 
and appealed again to the sense of the public. But here, unhappily, 
there was no public opinion to appeal to, which, in the words of a 
very able provincial writer, • is explained :-' by the peculiar habits 
of thought and character, which distinguish the French Canadians. 
These habits and character, originally formed by the despotic govern
ment, civil, military, and ecclesiaslical, of Louis the Fourteenth of 
France, induced the French Canadian population chiefly to regard 
the immediate agents of authority, who came in daily or frequent 

• Mr. FlemmiDg. 
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coutact witlt IIt(,III, by oral command or communication. thug, 
long after the conqllest, the lowest agent of authority had only to 
present himseH, in the name of the King, to be instantly obeyed. II 
was not a king, a governor, a general, a judge, or a bishop, with 
whom they had personal communication; these awful authorities 
Ihey sllrveyed at a distance, with due reverence; but their imme
diate obedience was considered as due to a seigneur, a justice 01' 
peace, an officer of militia, a bailiff, and a cure, or priest. When the 
llritish Parliament, therefore, established a house of assembly, the 
members of that newly constituted authority, though chosen by theDl
selves, were admitted to a great share of the habitual submission 
which their constituents were accustomed to pay to every agent of 
authority, who came into immediate contact with them. By the new 
constitution, the inhabitants, in fact, supposed that they were com
manded by the gO\\,1 nor, at every election, to choose rulers over 
themselves; antl, having onl:e chosen them, they readily admitted 
them 10 great authority and influence over their opinions and conduct. 
Belie\ing this to be the tlispusition of the ignorant peasantry of Lower 
Canada, we can have no difliculty in supposing that what, in a frl'll 
and intelligent community, is properly called Public Opinion, is ill 
this provi nce merely the elTect of the opinions of the immediate agents 
of authority, including the lIH'mbers of the assembly, operating UpOIl 

tlie natural desires of a people attached to the laws, language, habits, 
lIIanners, and prejllllices of their French ancestors. The immedialc 
.!gents of authurity, t\t('rdore, who interfere the least with those cha
racteristics, will be the most favoured by them. 'Ve flatter ourselves 
that these explanations ha, e enabled our readers to recognise the 
innuence which predominated. at the new election in April 1810. 
The sovereign was a Protestant king of a Protestant nation; the gu
,'l'fllOr was a Protestant, as was the majority of his executive council; 
the majority of the legislative council was also Protestant, and partly 
composed of persons in olTIce, who received salaries. On the other 
hand, the members of the dissolved assembly were persons who pro
fessed the Romish religion, who held no lucrative office under the 
government, and who had been chosen as friendly to their civil and 
religious rights, and opposed to every measure which could disturb 
the routine of their hereditary labours and enjoyments. Indolent, 
particularly in mind, they could not analyze the conduct of their re
presentatives, and discriminate the parts which belonged to inordinate 
and selfish ambition, from those which might be ascribed to zeal for 
their service. The old members were so confident of the effects of 
those characteristics of their constituents, that they derided every 
-Iollbt of re-election.' 

These expectatiuns were justified by the event. The new and se
evnth house, assembled 011 the 12th of December 1810, and the Eng-
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lish minority were now reduced to nine members. In the interim, 
Sir James Craig, and the supporters of his government, were continual 
objects of obloquy and ridicule, and rrports of the disapprobation of 
his conduct and of his speedy recal and disgrace by his Majesty, were 
fabricated, as a means of enlisting the peasantry on the side of those 
who were destined systematically to oppose the King's representative, 
whenever he would not consent to become the tool of their ambition. 

The seditious and revolutionary doctrines disseminated through 
'the Canadian,' a paper devoted to this purpose, induced the go
vernor to seize the press and imprison the conductors, and we are 
probably indebted to this firm and decided measure, and to the de
termination' manifested in these two successive dissolutions of the 
assembly to the subdued and altered tone of their debates. It is ob
servable that in their reply to his speech, they admit the fact her!) 
c{lntended for, and which they have since so strenuously denied. 
, That harmony and a good understanding so conducive to the pros
perityand happiness of the colony, are more difficult to be maintained 
in this province than in any other of his Majesty's colonies, from the 
difference in opinions, customs, and prejudices of his Majesty's subjects 
residing therein.' The prompt check interposed by the executive to 
the violation of con stilutiona I rights,in theeJpu\sion ofthejudges thad 

• The .atnreofthe art. used by thp demagogues to inflame the minds, and alienate the 
aftections of the peasantry, will appear frOID the following • .tracts from the governor's 
proclamation: 

• It is true, the most bas. and diabolical f.lsehoods are industriously promulgated Rnd 
disseminated. 10 one part it is anool1nr,ed as my intention to embody aDd make soldier!) 
of you, and that I.avin~ .pplied to the late house of represent.tives to enahle me to as· 
semble twelve thollsaod of you forthat purpuse, and thp), havillg declined todD so, r had 
therefore dissolved them. This is Dot ooly direct.ly false. such RD idea never having
p.ntered into my mind, nor the slig~tes* mention Imvin~ e\'er Leeu made of it; but it is 
doubly wicked and atrocious, bp.canse it has hf'en advanced by persons who mllst havp 

,been supposed to speak with c.ertainty on the subject. and was therefore the more calclI
I.t,d to impose upon YOII, In another part you ar. told that I wanted to t •• your lands. 
and that thtl' late house of assembly would consent only to tax wine, and upon that nccount. 
I had dissolved the hOllse, Inhahitants ofS!. Denis! this i •• 150 directly (,,]se; I never 
had the most distant idea of taxing you at all ; such had lIe"t'r bf"t'n for a moment the sub
iect of my deliberations, and whe" the late hOllse offered to pay thp civil list. I cOllld nuf. 
have taken any step in a matter of such importance without the King's instructions, ami 
therp.fore it wns still long bl:'fore we camp to the considt'rr\tion of how it was to be prnd 
In troth, not one word was ever, to my knowledge, mentioned on the snbject. 

, In other: rarts, despairing of producing instances from whal I have done, re('ourse is 
h.d to what intend to do, and it i. boldly told YOIl that I mean to oppress yon, 

• For what purpose shonld I oppress you? Is it to serve tIle King'l Will that monarch. 
who during fifty years hRs never Issued ODe order, that had yon for its object, t~at was 1I0t 
for your henefit and happiness,-will he now, beloved, honoured, adored by hIS subjects. 
covered with glory, descending into the vale (If years, accompanied with the prayers :mrl 
hlessings of. grateful people,-will he contrary to the tenor of. wbole life of houour and 
"irtne, now give orders to his servants to oppress his Cfmadian snbjects'~ It is impos"ihle 
that yon can for a momeut believe it. Yon will spurn from you with just incliguation the 
miscreant who will snggest such a thought to yon . 

• These personal allusions tu myself. these details, in any other case, might be unbecom
ing, or beneath me; but nothing can be unbecoming or beneath me that can tend to savf' 
you from the _golf of Clime aDd calamity into which guilty men would pluoge you',-See 
t'hri,o;tie"s ' Canada.' 

t Nothing can be more painflll and humiliating than the situ,tion of the judges of Low,,' 
Canada since this perinrl. They have bf"en kept in i\ shte of great pecuniary distress h~ 
the hOll," withholding their .alarie •. alld their peace of mind destroyed by the Illost "'" 
lounded attacks "" th.ir character, If aD .ttorney be defected in fraudulent proccedin~" 



THE nUBBLES 

Ihe desired eITed, and they now passed a bill to disfJualify them, to 
which the gov .. rnor assented, as he said, 'with peculiar satisfaction, 
not only because I think the matter right in itself, but because I con· 
siLler passing an act for the purpose as a complete renunciation of an 
t'rroneous principII', which put me under the necessity of dissolving the 
last parliament.' . Feelingthat nothin,; was 10 be gained from sucha man 
fly intimidation, they proceeded to the usual business with more de
cency of conduel and more dispatch, than had characterised any session 
;;ince the constitutional act had gone into operation. I n the mean time, 
Sir George Provost arrived to take the command of the government, 
and we are indebted to the determined attitude assumed by his prede
cessor, to the herf'ditary haired borne by the Canadians to the Ameri· 
('ans, to the fear they entertained of passing into the hands of an 
uncompromising people, and to the large sum expended upon the em· 
bodied militia, that they did not then arail themselves of the oppor
lunity of throl"ine! oIT thl' dependence, which it has since been their 
unceasing object to cITect. But though their attention was in some 
measure directed to the protection of their property from the common 
.. nemy, they did not fail to conrinee impartial men, by their conduct, 
Ihat they were preserring the country for themselves, and not for the 
empire, of which they then formed a part, by the fortune of war and 
IlOt from choice. To brine! the gOlernml'nt of the country into con
I .. mpt, it was necessary 10 inrl'lI!!D the integrity of the bench and the 
impartial administration of the law, and they therefore impeached the 
.irrd,~es; and when the governor, whose liberal p;;tronage had hitherto 
shielded him from attack, declined to suspend these functionaries till 
the rl'srrlt of their complaint should be known, and refused to make 
their punishment precede their trial, they resolved' that his excel
I,-ncy the governor-in-chief, by his answer to the address of the 
hOllSI', had violated the constitutional righls and privileges thereof.' 

Suffi"ient has now hecn said to show you that the evils of Canada 
have t111'ir origin in Ihc defects of the constitutional act, which by 
substituting French for English laws, by securing to them an over
whelming majority in the assembly, and in separating them from 
I:pprr Canada, haw had til<' plfect of making them a French and 
1I0t an English colony. National antipathies, added to a difference 
in J't>ligion, laws, and language, have contributed to engender and 
foslI'r a feeling of hostility between Ihe two races, until it has found 

and "nnished, or be .-liss.tished with a jlldgm~nt of the, court. the judge i. at once im
pf'ayhc:'d ,amidst, the plaudits of th~ house. After prehmlOary proceedings. and an oppor~ 
~l1mly ~Ren·d 01 abuse, the pro~t'f>dlOgli arc .. ~t'nerally dro/lt, on the ground that government 
)li pd,1.1a1 an,cl rorrupt. By a SI~Rl1lar fatality. t'H'ry man that aCCnBf'S a judge finels it a 
Fltf'fJ to preterrt;'~nt. Judg~ Vallieres wa~ the aCCtlSH of .Jndgf:' Kt'rr, on chargf''' sixteen 
years old. Phlhn Parret, a party aa~ wltne'lS thf'rpto, was m'ide ajnog-e in lti:~2. Ebe. 
!,ezl?~ rt'ck, who brought t;har~;es agam,st ~lI~gt' f<'letcher '. w~s. presented w.ith it silk gow n 
ill 18,_ -. And A, Quesnel. the .ame. See Cauada QueshoD lor m'lfe parhcular., 
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wmt in open collision. It would exceed the limits I ha\,(' assigned to 
myself to review the proceedings of each separate house: suffice it 
to say, that the system of persecution, the commencement of which 
I have exhibited in the foregoing pages, was subsequently pursued 
with unremitting zeal. Having driven the jUt;ges from the house 
(though they failed in their impeachment *). they succeeded in ex
torting from government their discharge from the cOllncil. Thev 
then vacated the seats of executive councillors by the unconstitution~1 
mode of resolution, aPld finding there was no means of controlling 
their power, proceeded by repeated expulsions to dril'c out a member, 
for advice offered to the governor in a ministerial capacity; and repri
manded another officer for legal opinions given to the eXf'cutive in 
the usual course of his profession. Every thing was done that in~e
nuity could devise, not only to weaken the influence of go\'ernme~t. 
but to represent that inflllence as unfriendly to the ('ountry and prt.
judicial to its interests. Nothing, howel·"r, occurred until Ihe veal' 
I8h" to bring them into direct collision with the mother coun'try, 
until Sir John Sherbrooke demanded Ihat they should provide for the 
civil ex penses of the province . 

• ( Tht> ad'ninistrator-in-chief has received the commands of his Royal Hig'hu{'ss tht> 
PrincE' Tlt'gent, to make known to the honse of assemhly of this province his pleasure. on 
the ~mbjed of cprtftin charg'p~ prf>ferrt'o by thnt house against the chiefjllsti(,(· of th~ pro. 
vince. and the chief justice of thf:' COllrt of King's BenC"h tor th~ district 'Jf :\iontrf'al. 

, \\Tith respect to such of those char~es as relate to acts done hya fonner governor of 
the province, whic~ the !tssembly, assu~nin~ to. he improper or illegal: imputed, ~y a !Similar 
8ssum(Jtion, to adVice given by the ('hlefJ'J~ftce to that governor. lll~ Royal Highness hu~ 
deemed that no inquiry could he necessary, inasmuch as none could be ibstituteo without 
the admiijsion of the principle. that the governor of a provillce might. at his Own discretion, 
divest him~eJf of all responsibility! on points of political government. 

, With a view, then.fore, to the general interests of the proviDce. his Royal Highness 
was pleased to refer for consideration to the lords of the privy council stlch only of the 
charges brollRht by th~ a.sembly as related to the rilles of I!ractice established by the 
judges in thei .. respectlv~ courts, those helng I)OID~S upon which, If any Impropnety had 
existed, the judges themselves were solely r£"sponRlble. . 

• By the annexed copy of his floyal Highness's Order in ('ooncil, daled the 291h JUDe 
1815. the admiDistrator-in-cl~ief conveys to th~ assembly th~ result, of this. investigation. 
which hdS been conducted With all that att.nbon and solemDlty whICh the Ifllportance of 
the subject rt'ql1i,~ed. .. . 

- In making th~s c~)lnmufll.cattOn to the assembly, It ,now bee,omes the dntr of the ad
ministratOl'-in-cluef, 10 (ibed~en('e to the commands of hiS royal hJghness the Prince RegPDt. 
to express the regret with which his royal hi~hnf:'ss has vie~\'ed t~eir. I~te proce~diDgs 
against two persous who have 80 long and so aJly filled the hl~he't JudICIal o!fices In the 
colony, it circumstance the mor.e to be deplored as t~ndmg to dlspara~e •. '1! the ey.es of lhe 
inconsiderate and ignorant. their character and sernees, aoci thus to dun1DIsh the lllfint'nce 
tn which, from their situation and their uniform propriety of conduct, they are just1y en
titled, 

, The above commnnication, embracing such only of the charges preferred against the 
said chief justices as ~elate to the r~ll\~ of practice, and .as are grounde~ 00 aovice a.9-
"limed to haw been pyen by the chlet JlIsbce of the provlDce to ~he 1.le Sir James CraIg, 
the administrator-in· chief. has b .. n further commanded to S1gmfy to the assembly, that 
fhe other charges appeared to his Majesty's government to be, with one exc€'ption, t.oo. 
inconsiderable to reqlli~e investigation, and .thf~t tllat (namely th~ one agf'lin~t the cluet 
j !liIliee of the Clmrt of Kmg's Bench for t.he district of. Montreal, which stat~s h1fn to have 
,-("fused n writ of habeas corpus/. was, lU common With all the dnrg-f"s which du not re
latdo the rules of practice, tot, I y unsllpported by any e, idenc. whalever . 

• (";igned) Gonuos DIlU'''lONU, ., 
• .:\dullOlstrator·IO-C~lIet.' 
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LETTER VI. 

THE opportunity had now arrived that designing men had so craftily 
sought for, of faslening a (!uarrel upon the government, of involving 
it in a defence of its officers, and of making their promised com
pliane,· a condition for ohtaining any change that might be thought 
conducive to the great ends of weakening British influence. After 
discussions, first on the gross amount to be granted, and then on the 
specific appropriation, had excited and consolidated the party, they 
took the hi,((her ground of disputing the right of the crown to those 
revenues which \Vere secured to it by permanent grants. In order 
that you may clparly understand the question, it is necessary to 
state that the public income of Lower Canada arises from three 
sources:-

1st. The crown dutirB, levied under the British statute of the 14 
Geo. III, or tIlf' imperial act uf 3 Geo. IV .. 

2d. Provincial duties, payable in virtue of local laws, proceeding 
immediately from the provincial legislature, or rendered permanent 
without their consent, by the last-mentioned imperial act. 

3d. The Queen's casual and territorial revenue, which arises from 
her Majesty's landed property; namely, the Jesuits' estates, the 
Qucen's posts, the forges of St. Maurice, the Queen's wharf, droit de 
quents, lods and vents, land fund, and timber fund. 

With respect to crown duties, levied under 14 Geo. Ill, until they 
were unwisely surrendered in 1831, they were, wi,th the territorial 
revenue, controlled and dispcnsed by her Majesty's responsible ser
vants, while those levietl under the imperial act of 3 Geo. IV, and 
all provincial acts, have <llways heen under the disposal of the legis
lature. As lhe crown duties, levied under the 14 Geo. Ill, had 
generally, if not always, been inadequate to the support of the civil 
government and the administra.Uon of justice, Sir John Sherbrooke 
was instrucleo, ill pursuance of the general system of retrenchment 
adopted throughout the empire, to call upon the legislatqre to appro
priate, out of the provincial duties, a sum equal to the annual de
liciency. To this reasonable request they have manifested a uniform 
repugnancl', sometimes granting it, always objecting, and, (inally, 
refusing altogelhf'r. They alleged now, for the first time, that the 
erown tlulies were illegal, inasmuch as the statute under which they 
w",re levied had Ilcen repealed. The reason of their making this ob
Jection was, because the proceeds were not under their controul and 
Ihdr "hj('''! was to make the l'xc(:ulile dependellt upon them f~r its 
bUp!)Ort, h~ an annual votc. The existence of this statute was an ill-
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surmountable difficulty, and as they had nnt the power to repeal it. 
their only resource was to impugn its legality. The appropriation of 
the duties was thus provided for in the Act :-

, That nil the monies that shall arise by the 8aid duLies, etcl'pt the necessary 
charges of raising, collecting, levying, recove,ring, answering, paying and nO'· 
counting for tbe same. shall be paid by tbe collector of bis Majesty's custom, 
into tbe hands of his Majesty's receiver-general in the said province for the time 
being, and sball be applied in the first place in making a more certain and ade .. 
Quate provision towards defraying the expenses of the administralion of jnstice, 
and of tbe support of civil government in that province; and that the lord hig!. 
treasurer, or commissioners of bis Majesty's treasury, or any tbree or more of 
Ihem for tbe time being, shall be,.and is or are hereby empowered from time tn 
time, by any warrant or warrants under his or their hand or bands, 10 cause such 
money to be applied out of the said produce of the said duties towards defraying 
the said expenses; and that tbe re8idue of the said duties shall remain nnd be 
reserved in tbe hands of the said receiver-gener2.1 for tbe future disposition of 
parliament. ' 

The statute on which they relied was the 18th Geo. I I I. The history 
of that aet of parliament you will doubtless recollect. Great Britain 
had set up a claim to impose taxes, for the purpose of general re
venue, upon the colonies (now forming the United States), which, 
as might naturally be supposed, excited universal opposition-caus
ing at first, popular tumult, and afterwards open rebellion. Finding 
that this claim could neither be justified nor enforced, it was ex
pressly renounced, in the following words :-

C Whereas taxation by tbe parliament of Great Britain for the purpose of rais
ing a revenue in his Majesty's colonies. provinces, and plantations' in North 
Am~rira, has been found hy experience to occasion great uneasiness and disorders 
among his Majesty's faitllful subjects, who may nevertbeless be disposed to acknow
ledge tbe justice of contributing to tbe common defence of the empire, provided 
snch contribution should be raised under tbe authority of the general court or 
general assembly of eacb respective colony, province, or plantation; and, wbereas, 
in order as well to remove tbe said uneasiness anll to quiet tbe minds of his Ma
jesty's subjects who may be disposed to return to their allegiance, as to restore tbe 
praee and welfare of all bis Majesty's dominions, it is expedient to declare th~t 
the king and parliament of Great Britain will not impose any duty, tax, or as<ess
Olent for the purpose of raising a revenue in any of the colonies, provinces, 0(' 

plantations. 
, That from and after tbe passing of that act, the Idng and parliament of GrC,1! 

Britain would not impose any duty, lax, or assessment whatever, payable in any or 
his Majesty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in North America, and the Wesl 
indies, except only such dulies as it might be expedient to impose for the regula
tion of commerce; tbe net produce of such duties to be always paid and applied to 
and for the use of tbe colony, province, and plantation in whicb tbe same shall be 
respectively levied, in such manner as other duties collected hy tbe authority of 
the respective general courts, or general assemblies of such colonies, provinces, or 
plantations arc ordinarily paid nnd applied.' 

That the renunciation of a right to impose taxes hereafter involves 
a repeal of those in existence, is an assumption which it is not ne
cessary to refute. Indeed, no person did the party the injustice to 
helieve that they sincerely thought so themselves, especially as in 
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that province Ihere was a local act, 35 Geo. III, c. 9, adopting its 
phraseology, and recognizing its existence and validity, by raising an 
aJditional revelllH', for tht' further 8upport of the government, 10 
which purpose this act alone had any reference. It answered, how
ever, the purposes of Ihe party; it disorganized Ihe government, and 
prevented English emigrants from rellloving to a colony in which 
(!vident pr('paration was making for a s('paration from Ihe parent slale. 
It also served to scatter the seeds of complaints, which soon germi
nated, and ripened into a plentiful harvest. It is the fashion in Ihis 
country to call (',('ry change reform, the exercise of every acknow
ledged right an abuse, and every salulary restraint a grievance. In 
the colonies we have long looked to Great Britain as our model, and 
we have imported this fashion from her, as well as many other mo
dern innovations. If agitation is succPssful here, why may not it he 
so ther<' 'I-if popular dumour requires and obtains conc('ssions at 
hOIll(" there is no good r('ason why it should not be equally fort.unate 
abroad; if thos(' who arc the most c1amorolls, arc first attended to, 
I)('cause fhey are the most distinctly heard, why lIIay not the co
lonists learn to ('xalt t1l1'ir voie('s also, in hopes of similar success?
as the old cock crows so docs the young. The English have long 
held them,wJvcs up as models, and snch distinguish('d people must 
not be surprised if Ihey who ape their manners, occaSionally copy 
some of their follies also. The force of example is too strong 10 he 
restrained by prec('pt. These financial disputes p:dended over the 
whole period of the administration of the Duke of Richmond, Lord 
Dalhousie, and Sir James Kempt, with more or less intensity, ac
I'ording to the supply of fresh fuel furnished by irritating matter of 
a~n extraneolls nature. Complaints soon multiplied upon complaints; 
p ublie meetings were held; violent speeches made, valiant resolutions 
passed; and, finally, delegates chosen to demand a redress of griev
ances from the Imperiall'arliament. 

When the delegates arrived in this country, they found public 
opinion with them. It is the interest, as well as the duty of the Eng
Ii sh ~o govern their colonies justly and kindly; and no man vut a 
Frenchman would affirm that their inclination requires the incite
ment of either. Their complaints were referr('d to a committee 
composed of persons by no means indisposed towards the petitioners, 
who, after a patient and laborious investigation of the subjects in 
dispute, made a report, which was acknowledged by the assembly 
10 he both an able and an impartial one, and quite satisfactory. It 
will be unnecessary to recapitulate the subjects referred, or to tran
sert be the report, because both the one a nd the other will be best 
undl'r~tood by a minute of Lord Aberdeen, to which I shall hereafter 
allude more particularly, in whieh he distinctly proves Ihat the re
commendations of that committee, so far as depended upon Ihe 
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government, were most strictly and fully complied with. By adopt
ing this course, I shall be able to spare you a great deal of useless 
repetition. 

The manner in which the report of the committee was received by 
the dominant party in Canada, the praise bestowed upon its authors, 
and the exultation they expressed at their success, deceived the go
vernment as to the source of these noisy demonstrations of pleasure. 
They conceived it to he the natural impulse of generous minds towards 
those who had thus kindly listened to their solicitations, and liberally 
granted even more than they had required. But they knew not their 
men. It was the shout of victory that they mistook for the plaudits 
ofloyalty. It was not designed to greet the ears of benefactors with 
grateful acknowledgments, but to wound the feelings of their neigh
bours with the cheers of triumph. They devoted but little time to 
mutual congratulations. Sterner feelings had supplied the place of 
reJolclllg. They set themselves busily to work to improve their ad
vantage; and, having established themselves in thc outworks which 
were thus surrendered to them, they now turned their attention to 
storming tlw citadel. \Vhile government "'as engaged in carrying 
into execution the recommendations of the committee with as much 
dispatch as the peculiar stale of politics in Great Britain at that time 
permitted, the assembly put themselves in a posture of complaint 
again. Fourteen resolutions were passed, embodying some of the 
old and embracing some new grievances, and an agent appointed to 
advocate their claims. 

While representations in the name of the whole population were 
thus sent to England, expressing only the sentiment of one portion of 
the people, the settlers of British origin were loud in their complaints 
that they were unrepresented, and that they had no constitutional 
means of being heard. Fearing that this remonstrance, which was 
so well founded, might be redressed in the same quarter to which 
they had applied so successfully for relief themselves, the assembly 
affected to listen to their petitions, and made a new electoral division 
of the province. Territories inhabited principally by persons of 
French origin, they divided into numerous small counties; while 
others, where a large body of those of British origin resided, they so 
divided that, by joining that territory with another more numerous in 
French inhabitants, the votes of the British were rendered indlec
tual. The proportion stood thus: 
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Say 3;1 counties, returning two membcrs each, by F.'cnch 
majorities. . . • . • . . . . '. 

2 D i Uo. ditto, one each (say M ontmorcnCl and 
Drummond\ . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 EII~lish majority, Mf'g;'m1ic. . . . '. " .. .
!l f 'jUo. SII(,I'I'l'ol)k(>,St~Ult-itt';lCl :1'1 Hi:iISII"OI, 

Ottawa, and SllOllol'd, l! cach. . . . . . . 

Total 40 Counties. 

Two cities, French majority, Quellcc and Montl'eal, 4 rach. 
Two towns ditto. Thr('(' Hivers, 2; anti Wdliam 

Henry, I. . . . . . . 

Tiltal, B8 Memhers. 

British. Foreign. 

61 

IIJ 

II 7i 

or the extreme partiality of this division there never hllS been but 
nne opinion in the colonies, until they were so fortunate as to he 
favoured with the ,distinction drawn by the commissioners, who ad
mitted that its operation was a practical exclusion, but exonerated the 
hill from a charge of unfairness-an instance of even-handed justice 
(deciding ill favour of both parties) which ought to have won them 
tho praise of all men. In addition to this exclusion, so extraordina
rily designated as unjust but not unfair, they established the quorum 
or the house for the transaction of business at forty, being only four 
I .. ~s than a moiety of the whole body. The large number thus re
quired to be present to constitute a house still further depressed the 
influence of the minority, and enabled the majority to deprive them 
of 1I1t'ir parlianlt'ntary privileges at pleasure, by rendering the trans
action of business impossible, except when it suited the convenience 
of the stronger party to allow it. 

Having disposed of the complaints of the British settlers in a way 
to prc"ent them from heing troublesome in the house, they returned 
10 the consideration of their own grievances; and that the motives 
actuating the party might not be disclosed, and toprevent anymemhe{ 
orlhe opposition from being present at their deliberations, they adopted 
the extraordinary mode ofpcrmittinga person moving for a committee 
to name all the individuals whom he desired to be appointed as 
members. They also resolved that, if the legislative council did 
not concur in a bill for paying their emissary to England, they would, 
in the plenitude of their power, pay him themselves out or the public 
revenue without their concurrence. This singular assumption stands 
recorded thus :-

. lI!?oday, 28tb l\larcb,1 S31.-Ilesolved.-That in tbeprescnt slate ortbepuh
he aDam of this province, it i, indispensahly necessary thai some person, bavinglbo 
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confidence of Ihis house, should proceed forlhwith to England, 10 represent 10 his 
l\1ajesly's government the interests and sentiments of the inhabilants of the pro
vince, alld support the petitions of Ihis house to his :vJajesly and both Houses of 
Parliament. , 

, Resolved,-That in Ihe event of Ihe bill sent up by this house to the legislative 
council, on the 5th inslant, not receiving the concurrence of tbat house in the pre
sent session, Ihe Honourable Denis B. Viger, Esq., member of tbe legislative 
council, named agent of the province In the said bill, be requested to proceed to 
England w;thout delay, for Ihe purposes mentioned in tbe (oregoing resolutiOIl. 

, Resolved,~ That it is expedient that tbe necessary and unavoidable disburse
ments of the said Denis Benjamin Viger, for effecting the purposes aforesaid, 
not exceeding 1,0001. be advanced, and paid to him by the clerk of this house, 
out of tbe contingent fund thereof, till sucb time as the said disbursements can be 
otberWise provided for. ' 

And to shew their contempt of that co-ordinate branch of the 
legislature, and their determination to legislate for the colony without 
their concurrencc, and by their sole authority, as wcll as to sti;.:
malize the officers of thc govcrnment as cnemies of the country, 
thcy further rcsolved-

, That unlil surh lime as the royal assent shall be given to a bill conformable 10 
"resolution of tbi. huuse of tbe 17th Mdrch 1825, for vacating Ihe seats of mem
bers accepting offices, and similar 10 the bills passed by Ibis bouse in Ihe years 
1826, 1827, 1828, alld 1830, Ihe serund and fourlh of which were reserved for 
the signification of his Majesly's pleasure, the seat of any member of Ibis house 
who shall accept of any office or place of profit U1ldel' Ih" erown in Ihis province, 
or het'ome accounlable fur any public money here"n~r aplHopriatcd wilhin Ihis 
province, sball, by this acceiliance, be deemed by Ihis house 10 be vae"u~, aud a 
IIew writ shall b" bsued for a new election, as if such person so at'Ccpling \Vas na
IUI'ally dead; neverlheless such persun sball be capable of being again fe-elecled, 
and of silting and voting in this house, as if his seat bad not been vacated as 
aforesaid. 

, Resolved,-That any member of tbis house sitting and voting therein afler 
suc~ acceptance, be expelled this house.' 

At the same time, while they refused to government the means of 
paying its officers, they were most prodigal of the public money 
upon themselves and their dependants. There are certain fUllds ap
propriated for the contingent expenses of the house; and, legally, 
neither the house nor any of its officers have any right to apply them 
to any other purposes. It is a trust fund, on the expenditure of 
which doubtless a certain degree of discretiol] may be exercised, but 
still a discretion having certain limits. It is quite manifest that if 
the house could legally apply this fund to other objects than those 
for which it was specifically appropriated, they would, for all the 
purposes of such application, exercise sole legislative power, to the 
exclusion of the other two branches of the legislature. The case of 
Mr. Viger, above referred to, is a flagrant violation of this principle. 
The expenses for printing alone during this year (1831) for the as
sembly, at one only of its favourite establishments, was considera
bly over 50001., exclusive of other presses; and this enormous sum 
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is also exclusive of the cost of printing the laws, or of the expenses 
of the council. Pretexts were not wanted, where the disposition 
existed, to provide for their dependants. A subpcena was all that 
was necessary to obtain a warrant for a gratuity, which, to one in
dividual, covered a charge of 120l., and on one petition amounted 
fa iOOI. 'Some witnrsses,' says a gentleman of the bar at Quebec, 
, on .. sees as regularly about a fortnight after the sessions as swal
lows in the spring; and although they do not last quite so long, yet 
Ihey hardly leave Quebec before either the house or the roads break 
up.' 

It will hartlly be credited, that this house, which is so clamorous 
for cheap government, expends on itself thirteen thousand pOlluds a 
y('ar-one thousand of which is paid to Mr. Papineau, the patriot; 
and that the gross amount of the legislative expenses is IS,OOO/. 

Some idea of the purity' of our enslaved and oppressed brethren' 
may be formed from the fact that, previous to IS29, the amount or 
monies voted for education had not exceeded 2,5001. At that period 
it was found it could be turned to a better account than education, 
they therefore c:Jllstitutcd tIll' members of the house visitors of the 
schools ill the "(Jlmtics (hey represent, the money being drawn on 
their cerlificatrs only. to which u!I'all' they (/repriril':r;ctl to ajJi.v 
tllI'ir crosses, in"telld of the more "il/intit process if n'ritill.q their 
l1all1('S. Since then the grants have wonderfully increased. 

In 1830 2i,840/. 
1831 :!5, .. W1 
183:! 29,233 
1333 2:!,500 

When thi' fonrteen resolution;; above referred to were passed, the 
governor, who had recently arrived, could not but feel astonished 
that the same pro pIc who had so lately expressed their delight and sa
tisfaction at the report of the proceedings of parliament, and who 
knew that the recommendations of the committee were in a train of 
execution, should be again as clamorous as ever, and very prudently 
and properly entreated them to put an end to complaint, by bringing 
forward at once every grievance they had, that it might be met and 
redressed at the same time. The earnest manner in which this is 
pressed lipan them is worthy of notice. What were the sources of 
his lordship's satisfaction, which he twice expresses in this answer, 
I am utterly at a loss to imagine, unless we may conjecture it to have 
arisen from the consciousness of possessing a philosophy which 
enahled him to subdue and control his indignation at the insatiable 
demands and gross ingratitude of those whom it was his duty to 
address. 

, I ran assure you, ' he said, 'genllemen, tbat I bave derived satisfaction 
f,'om listening to the petilion which has just been read by JUr. Speaker, because 
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tbe subject-matter of it is distinct and tangible, and because I feel assured Ihat 01 
the causes of complaint therein set forth, many will be eventually removed, and 
others modified; in the meanwhile it is very agreeable to me to have it in my power 
10 state tbat some of those causes of complaint bave been already put by me in a 
Irain of amelioration at least, if not of removal altogether; and I beg the house of 
assembly to believe tbat my efforts shall he unremitting in pursuing the same course 
to tbe utmost extent of my autbority as tbe King's representative. Thus far I can, 
with a safe conscience, declare, tbat the present communication is sal isfactory to 
me; but I cannot conceal from the house, that it would have heen infinitely more 
so, could I feel assured that tbe wbole matter of their complaints is comprised ill 
this petition. HenLlemen, I must go a step furtber tban this, and confess to you, 
that I cannot divest my mind of anxiety on tbis subject; it is with the view of 
being relieved from tbis state of anxiety that I now come forward to entreat you 
"ill admit me to your confidence, and acquaint me wbelher I am to expect all)', 

and what further, communications on tbe subject of complaints and grievances. 
, I think I have even 11 claim upon you for the confidence I now solicit. The 

propositions which upon a recent occasion I was commanded by the King to mill.c 
to you on the SUbject of finance, were laid before you in tbe plainest and lIIost 
straightforward manner-nothing was concealed-notbing was glossed over; and 
1 even believe that I should have been justified bad I made those propositions more 
palatable to lOll !I'an I have done; but I considered that anything wbich could 
liear, e,·en for a moment, tbe appearance of trick or manreuvre on so grave an 
occasion, was unworthy of bis Majesty's government, and an injuslice to the rank 
and loyal character of the Canadian people. What I now 8sk in return for this 
·fair dealing, is a corresponding proceeding on tbe part of the house of assembly. 
Am Ito un~erstand, that the petition whicb I have just heard read conveys all that 
tbe house of assembly have 10 complain of up 10 this day? Or am Ito understand 
that there remains something bebind-some unripe grievaDl'e or complaint w"ich 
it may be intended to bring forward hereafter, when those now produced shall 
have been disposed of? This is the inrormation I ask of you. This, gentlemen, 
is the information whicb I will even implore you to alford me, in the, name of the 
King, our sovereign, who is sincerity itself, and in Ihe name of the brave and 
honest people of Canada, who are so well entitled to expect fair dealing in every 
'I'lurter: and now, if tbere be any stray complaint, any grievance, however incon
siderable in itself, which may bave been overlooked when this petition was adopted 
by the house, I beseech you, gentlemen, to lake it b"c~ again, in order that the 
defiCiency may be supplied, and that thus botb king and people may be enabled at 
one view 10 see the whole extent of what you complain of, and what )'OU require. 

, Whether this appeal to ),our candour sball draw from you any further decla
ration, stating that your petition contains the whole maller of your complaints and 
grievances, or that you sball maintain silence, I shall equally consider that I have 
acquired a full and distinct knowledge of the whole of your complaints and grie\'
ances up to tbe present period; and your petition \\ ill be accompanied by an 
as~urance from me 10 tbat effect, and my most fervent wishes that it may be pro
ductive of such measures 8S shall restore perfect harmony to this fa,·oured land, 
where I firmly believe a larger share of happiness and prosperity is to be found 
Iban amongst any people in the universe • 

• Ca.stle ofSI. Louis, Quebec, 23d .1Iarch 1831. ' 

Having given them this gracious reception, his lordship commu
nicated these resolutions to the secretary for the colonies; to whose 
answer, as it enumerates the complaints for the purpose of giving to 
each a distinct and separate answer, I refer you for the particulars 
as well of the resolutions as of the remedies. 

, The King bas been graciously pleased to express I,is approbation of the efforts 
made by your lordsbip to ascertain, with precision, tilt' full eltent of tbe grievances 
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of which the assembly consider themselves en tilled to complain; and assuming, in 
('oncurrence wilh yuur lordsbip, thnt the address of the assem~ly cOlJtains a Cull 
development of those grievances, the exposition wbich is to be found tbere of the 
views oC that body, justifies the satisfactory inference that there remains st~arcely 
any question upon wbich the wishes of that brancb of the legislature are at variance 
with tbe policy which his Majesty has been advised to pursue; and I thereCore 
gladly anticipate tbe speedy and effectual termination of tbose differences, wbich 
have beretoCore so mucb embarrassed tbe operations of tbe local government. 

, No office can be more grateful to the King tban tbal of yielding to the 
reasonable desires of tbe representative body of LOlVer Canada; and wbilst bis 
JHajesty·s servants have tbe satisfaction of feeling, tbat upon some of the most 
important topics referred to in tbe address of IIle assembly, its wishes have been 
anticipated, tbey trust that the instructions wbicb I am now about to convey to you, 
will still further evince their earnest desire to combine lVilh the due and lawful 
exercise uf the ('onstitutional authority of tbe crown, an anxious solicitude for the 
well-being oC all classes of his faithful subjects in the pro,ince. 

, I proceed to nolice the \arious topics embraced in the address of tbe assembly 
to the K illg. I shall observe tbe order which they have followed; and, with a view 
to perspicuity, I sball preface each successive instruclion, which I have his Majesly's 
comllIauils til !"onvey to your lordship, by tbe quotatiun of the statements made UVUII 

the salll(" topic l» the Assembly themselves. 
, First, it is represented tbat tbe progress whicb has heen macle in the educalion 

of the veople of the province, under the encouragement afforded by the rerellt «cis 
of tbe Ie~islature, bas been greally impeded by the diversion of tbe revenues of the 
Jesuits' (·,(ates, originally destined for tbis purpose. 

, His Majesty's government do not deny tbat the Jesuits' estates were, on Ihe 
tlissolution of tbat order, appropriated to tbe education of the people; and I rea
dily adlllit, that tbe revenue wbicb may result from that propcl·ty should be re
garded as inviolably and exclusively applicable to that object. 

, It is to be re~relled, undoubtedly, that any part of those funds were ever 
applied to any other purpose; but altbough, in former times, Jour lurdsbip's pre
decessors Illay have had to contend wilh difficulties wbich caused and excused that 
mode of appropriation, I do not feel myself DOW called upon to enter into any cun
sideration or tbat part of the SUbject. 

, If, however, I may rely on the returns wbich bave been made to this depart
ment, the rents or the Jesuits' estates have, during tbe few last years, been de
voted exclusivel) to the purposes of educalioll, and my despatch, dated 2.lIh 
December last, marked' separate,' sufficiently indicates that his Majesty's mi
nisters bad resolved upon a strict adberence to tbat principle several montbs before 
tbe present address was adopted. 

, Tbe only practical question wbich remains Cor consideration is, whether the 
application of these funds ror tbe purpose or education sbould be directed by his 
Majesty or by tbe provincial legislature. The King cheerfully and without reserve 
confides that duty to tbe legislature, in tbe full persuasion tbat they will make such 
a selection amongst the different plans which may be presented to their notice, 'os 
n~ay m?st etTectually advance tl;e interests of religion and sOllnd learning amongst 
hIS subJects; and 1 cannot doubt that tbe assembly will see tbe justice of continuing 
to maintain, under the new distributions ol"tbese funds, those scbolastic establish
ments tu \I hich they are now applied. 

, I undersland that certain buildings Oft tbe Jesuits' estates wbich were for
merly used for collegiate purposes, bave since been uniformly employed as a 
barrack for the King's troops. It would obviously be bigbly inconvenient to 
altempt any immediate change in tbis respect, and I am convinced tbat tbe assembly 
would r~gret ,~ny, measure whicb migbt diminisb the comforts or endanger tbe 
h~dltb ul the KlIlg s furces. If, bow ever, the assembly sbould be disposed to pro
vld~ adeq~ate barracks so as permanently to secure those important objects, his 
Majesty WIll be prepared (upon tbe completion ofsucb an arrangement in a mauner 
satlsCactory 10 your lordship) 10 acquiesce in the appropriation of tbe buildings in 
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question to the same purposes as those to wbicb the general funds of the Jesuits' 
estates are now about to be restored. 

, I sbould fear tbat ill-founded expectations may have been indulged respecting 
tbe value and productiveness of tbese estates; in this, as in most other cases, con
cealment appears to bave been followed by exaggeration, as its natural consequence. 
Had tbe application of tbe assembly for an account of the proceeds of these 
estates been granted, much mis-apprebension would probably bave been dispelled. 
My regret for tbe effec! of your decision to witbhold tbese accounts, does not, how
ever, render me insensible to the propriety and apparent weight of the moth'es 
by whicb your jUdgment was guided. Disa\'owing, however, every wish for 
concealment, I am to instruct your lordship to lay tbese accounts before 
the assembly in tbe most complete detail, at the commcncement of their next 
session, and to supply the house with any further explanatory statements wbich 
they may require respecting tbem. 

, It appearing that the sum of [,7,154. 158, 4~1. has bpen recovered from the 
property of the late MI'. Caldwell, in respect to the claims of the crown against 
him on account of the Jesuits' estates, your lordship will calise that sum to be 
placed at the disposal of the legislature for general purposes. The sum of ii, 200. 
38. 4d., which was also recovered on account of the same property, must also be 
placed at tbe disposal of tbe legiSlature, but sbould, wiLh reference to the principles 
already noticed, be copsidered as applicable to the purposes of education exclusively. 

, Secondly.-The bouse of assembly represent tbat tbe pro~ress of education 
bas been impeded by the withholding grants of land promised for schools in tbe 
year 1801. 

, On reference to tbe speech delivered in that year by IIle tben go\:crnor to tbe 
two houses of provincial legislature, I lind tbat such an engagement as the address 
refers to was actually made; it of cour;e therefore is bindillg 011 the crown, and 
must now be carried into elTect, unless there be any circulllstances "I' which I am 
not apprised, which may have cancelled the obligation contr:trteri in 1 RO I, 0" 
wbicb may have rendered the fullilment of it at tbe present time impracticable. 
If any sucb circumstances really exist, your lordship will report tbem to me im
mediately, in order that the lit course to be taken may be fllrther considered. 

, Thirdly.-Tbe rejection hy the legislative council of various bills in favour 
of education is noticed as the last of the impediments to the progress of education. 

, Upon this subject it is obvious that bis Majesty's government have no power 
of exercising any control, and that they could not interfere with the free exercise 
of the discretion of tbe legislative council, witbout tbe ,'iolalion of the most un
douMed maxims of the constitution. How far that body may have actually coun
teracted the wisbes of the assembly on this subject I am not very exaclly informed, 
nor would it become me to express an opinion on the wisdom or propriety of any 
decision wbich they may bave formed of that nature. The '1;;0111"') may, howev'er, 
be assured, tbat whatever legitimate influence his !\lajesty's government can ex. 
ercise, will always be employed to promote in every direction all measures which 
have for tbeir object the religious, moral, or literary instruction of' the people of 
Lower Canada. 

, Fourtbly.-Tbe address proceeds to state, that the management of the waste 
lands of tbe crown bas been vicious and improvident, and still impedes the settle
ment of tbose lands. 

, Tbis subject bas engaged, and still occupies, my most anxious attention, and 
I propose to address your lordship upon it atlengtb in a separate despatch. The 
considerations connected witb tbe settlement of waste lands are too numerous and 
extensive to be conveniently embodied in a despatch embracing so many other 
snbjects of discussion. 

, Fifthly.-The exercise by parliament of its power of regulating the trade of 
the province, is said to bave occasioned injurious uncertainty in mercantile specu
lations, and prejudiciailluctuations in tbe value of real estate, and of the dilTe
rent brancbes of iUlJustry connected with trade., 

• It is gratifying to find that this complaint is connected with a frank acknow-

22 
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I~dgmcnt that the power in question has heen beneficially exercised on several 
occasions for the prosperity of Lower Canada. It is, I fear, an unavoidable con
sequence of the connexion which happily subsists between the two countries, that 
Parliament should occasionally require of the commercial body of Lower Canada, 
some mutual sacrifices for the general good of the empire at large: I therefore 
shall not attempt to deny, that the chang~s in the commercial policy in this king
dom durin~ the few last years may have been productive of occasional inconve
nience aOLI III" to that body, since scarcely any particular interest can be mentioned 
in Great Britain or which some sanifice has not been required during the same 
period. The most whir-h cnn he e!r,·rl .. d by legislation on such a SUbject as this, 
is a steady though ~rad"al advance towards those great objects which an enlightened 
regulation contemplates The relaxation of restrictions on the trade of the Bri
tish Colunips, and the development of their r:'SlItlrrCS, have been kept steadfastly 
in view amidst all the alterations to which the address refers, and I confidently 
rely on the candollr or the house of assembly, to ~dmit that, upon the whole, no 
inconsiderable atlvance towards those great ends bas been made. Tbey may rest 
assured, that tbe Same principles will be steadily borne in mind by bis Majesty's 
government, in every modification of the exisling law whicb they may at any future 
period have II!T,1 __ inll to recommend to parliament. 

, Sixthly.-Tile assembly in their atlrlre>s proceed to state tbat the inhabitanls 
of the diff .... ent town" parishes, townships, extra-parochiall'laces and counties of 
the province, suITer from the want of sufficient legal powers for regulating and 
managin~ their local concerns. 

, I am happy in the opportunily which at present presents ilself, of demonstrat
ing the dcsire' or his ,\tai .. ,t"', government to co-operate with the local legislature 
in the redress of every grie,ante of this nature. The three bills which your lordsbip 
reserved for the signili,'alion of his M,'jesty's pleasure in the last session or the 
assembly, establishin'~ the parochial divisions of the pro,inre. and for the incor
poration of the cities of (~\Iebcc and ~lontreal, \\ ill be confirmed and finally enacted 
by his ~Iajesty in muncil, with the least pussible delay, and I expect to be able 
very shortly to transmit to your lordship the necessary orders in council ror tbat 
purpose. 

, I very sincerely regret thaI the hill passed for the legal establishment of 
parishes in the m,mth or March 1829, should have been defeated by the delay 
which occurred in transmitlin~ the official conlil·mation of it to the province. The 
case appears to have been, that owing to the necessity, whether real 01· supposed, 
of layill~ the act before both h'Juses of parliament for six weeks before its confirm
ation uy the King in Council, mailY montbs elapsed ancr its arrival in this kingdom 
before that form could ue obse"ved, and his late ~laj"sty's protracted illness delayed 
still longer the brin,~ing it IInder the consideration of the Ring in Council. 

, Ir it should be the opinion of the Colonial legislature that additional provisions 
are wanting to enable the local anthoritil'> in counties, citil's or parishes, to regu
late their own more immediate aif"irs, your lordsbip will understand, that you are 
at liberty, in bis Majesty's name, to assent to any well-considered laws which may 
be presented to you for that purpose. 

, Seventhly.-I proceed to the next SUbject of complaint, which is, that uncer
tainty and confusion has been introduced into tbe laws for the security and regu
lation of property, uy Ihe intermixture of different codes of laws and rules of 
proceeding in the courts of justice. 

, The intermixture to which the address refers, so far as I am aware, arises from 
the English criminal code having been maintained by the British statute of 1774, 
aod from the various acts of parliament which have introduced into the province 
the soccage tenure, and subjected all lands so holden to the English rules of 
alienation aod descent. 

, As a mere matter of fact, there can he no doubt that the infusion of these 
parts of tbe law of England into tbe provinCial code, was dictated by the most sin
cere ,:ish to promote the general welfare of the people of Lower Canada; this was 
espec13l\y the case with regard to the criminal law, as is suWcientll' apparent rrom 
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the language of tbe lItb section of the 14 Geo. III, c. 83. Wltb regard 10 the 
advantage to be anticipated fmm tbe suhstitution of tenure in soccage for feudal 
services, I may remark, that Parliament could scarcely be otherwise than sincerely 
convinced of tbe benefits of that measure, since the maxims upon wbich tbey pro
ceeded are in accordance with tbe c9nclusion of almost all tbeoretical wrilers and 
practical statesmen. I am not, indeed, anxious to sbow that these were just, but 
I think it not immaterial thus to have pointed out tbat the errors, if any, whicb 
tbey involve, can be altrihuted only to a sincere zeal for the good of tbose wbom the 
enactments in question more immediately affect. 

, I fully admit, bowever, tbat this is a subject of local and intemal policy, upon 
wbicb far greater weight is due to tbe deliberate judgment of enlightened men in 
tbe province than to any external autbority whatever. Your lordship will announce 
to the council and assembly, his Majesty's entire disposition to concur with them 
in any measures which tbey may think best adapted for illsuring a calm and com
prehensive survey of these subjects in all their bearings. It wiil then remain with 
Ihe two bouses to frame sucb laws as may be necessary to render the provinci:11 
code more uniform, and better adapted 10 the actual conditilln of society in Canada. 
To any laws prepared for that most important purpose, and calculated 10 advance 
it, bis Majesty's assent will be given with tbe utmost satisfaction. It is possible 
that a work of this nature would be best exccuted by commissioners, to be spe
cially designated for the purpose; s!1Ould such be your lordship's opinion, you will 
suggest that mode of proceeding to both bouses of the provincial legislature, who, 
I am convinced, would willingly incllr whatever expense may be in'rt"lraIJle from 
sucb an undertaking, unless they should themselves be able to originate any plan 
of inquiry and proceeding, at once equally elTective and economical. 

, Eighthly . -The administration of justice is said to bave become inefficient and 
unnecessarily expensive. 

, As the provincial tribunals derive tbeir present constitution fl'om local statute, 
and not from any exercise of his Majesty's prerogative, it is not within the power 
of tbe King to illlpro'o'"the mode of administering tbe law, or to diminish the cosls 
of litigation. Your lordship will, however, assure the bouse of assembly, that his 
Majesty is not only ready, but most desirous, to co-operate with tbem in any im
provements of the judicial system which tbe wisdom and experience oftbe two houses 
may suggest. Your lordsbip will immediately assent to any bills wllich may be 
passed for that purpose, excepting in the highly improbable event of tbeir being 
found open to some apparently conclusive objection; even in thaI case, bowever, 
you will reserve any bills for improving the administration of the law for the signifi
cation of bis Majesty's pleasure. 

, Ninthly.-The address then states, tbatlhe confusion and uncertainty of which 
Ihe House complain has been greally increased by enactments a!Tecting real pro
perty in the colony made in the Parliament of the V nited Kingdom since the esta
blishment of the provincial legislature, withouttbose interested baving even had an 
opportunity of being heard; and parlicularly hy a recent decision on one of the said 
enactments in the pro"incial court of appeals. 

, His Majesty's Government can bave no controversy with the house of assembly 
upon this subject. The house cannot state in stronger terms, than tltey are dis
posed to acknowledge, the fitness of leaving to the legislature of Lower Canada 
exclusively the enactment of every law which may be required respecting real pro
perty within tbat province. It cannot he denied, that at a former period a different 
opinion was entertained by the British government; and that the statute-book of 
tbis kingdom contains various regulations on Ihe subject or lands in Lower Canada, 
which might, perhaps, have heen more convenientll' enacted in the province 
itself: I apprehend, however, Ibat tbis interference or Parliament was never 
invoked, except on tbe pressure of some supposed necessity; and tbat there never 

.was a period in which such acts were introduced by tbe ministers of the crown 
wilhout reluctance. 

'To a certain extent, the statute I.WilI. IV, c. 20, which was passed at the 
instance of bis Majesty's Government in the last session of Parliament, bas antici~ 
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pated the complaint to which 1 am now referring, and has prevented its recurrence, 
by authurising the local legislature to regulate whatever relates to the incidents of 
socca"c tenure in the province, "ithout reference to any real or supposed repug
nanry'" of any snrh rebulatiolls to the law of England. If there is any other part 
of the Briti~h statute law, bearing upon tbis topic, to "hich tbe council and assem. 
bly shall object, his l\Iajrstfs GOl'Crnlllent l\ill he prepared to recommend to 
Parliament that it should be repealed . 

• Tcnthll',-lt is stated that several of the judges of tbe courts in the province 
have lon~ been engaged in, and have even taken a puolir part ill the political affairs 
and dilTerenccs of 111,' province, at the same time holding offices during pleasure, 
and situations incompatible wilh the due discuarge of tbe judicial functions. 

, Under this head a~ain, it is very gratifl ing to the ministers of tbe crown to 
find, tbatthey had. in a great measure, obviated by anticipation the complaint of 
the bouse uf assembly, III tbe despatch whicb I addressed to )'our lordship, on the 
Stb February, No, ~2, Hery arran~('ment was made whicb could be eitber suggested 
or carried into elTect by his ~Iajcsty's authority, for removing the judges of the 
province from all cunnection wiLh its political ail'airs, and for rendcring them inde
pendent at once of lllc autbority of the Crown, and the control of the other branches of 
the legislature; thus placing them exactly in tbe same position as tbat of tbejudges 
of tbcsupreme courts at Weslminste,', 

, The judges themselles have, it appears, wilh laudalJie prompliLude, concurred 
in ~iling effecl to tlwse recommendations by uiscontinuing their attendance at the 
cxeculil'e council. Nuthing therefure, in raet, remains fur terminating all discus
siuns upon this subject, but that tbe house of assembly sbould malic such a perma
Ilt'lIl prol ision for the judges as, wilhout exceeding a just remuneration. may he 
adcqllatc to their indepelldent maintenance in that rank of life whicb belongs to the 
dignity of their slalion, 

• I am not a" are lhat any judge in Lowcr Canada bolds any office, excepting 
that of cxewtile councillor, durill~ thc plcasure of the Crown, or wbich is in any 
respect incompatible with the due lIischarge of his ollicial runctions; if any such 
case cxists, your lordsbip will hal'e the goodness immediately to rcport to me all 
the circumstances by which it may be attended, in order that the ncr""ary instruc
tions on the subject may be given, In the mean time I may slate, wilbout reserve, 
that no judge can be permitted to retain any office corresponding wiLh tbe description 
thus given or the house or assembly, in combination wilhlbat independent position 
un the bench to whirh I have referred, 

, Elnenthly.-The alldress proceeds to state tbat during a long series of years, 
executil'c and judiciary offices have been hestowed almost exclusively upon one class of 
subjects ill the prol ince, anti especially upon those least connected by property, 
or otherll ise, with its permanent inhaoitants, or wbo have shown themselves tbe 
most averse to the rights, liberties, and intel'csts of the people. It is added, that 
Sl'1 eral of these persons avail lhemsell'es of the means aO'orded by their situations 
to prel'entthe constitutional and harmonious co-operation or tbe gOl'ernment and 
the house of assembly. and to excite ill-fecling and lIiscord between them, while 
they are remiss ill their different situations to forward tbe public business . 

• I quol e thus largel), the language of the address, because I am desirous to meet 
eyery part of it in the most dil'ect manner, as well as in tbc most conciliatory spirit. 
It is not froll1 any want of tbat spirit that I recommen(1 you to suggest ror the con
sideralion of tb,' house of assembly, how far it is possible that his Majesty should 
dearly understand, or effectually redress a grievance wbich is brought under his 
notice in terms thus indefinite, If any public officers can be named who are 
guilty or such an abusc of their powers, and of such remissness in their duties as are 
implied in thc preceding quotation, his Majesty would not bc slow to ,indicate the 
public interest by removin~ any such persons from his service. If it can be shown 
that the patronage of tbe Crown has been exercised upon any narrow and exclusive 
maxims, tbey cannot be too entirely disal'owed and abandoned, especially'if it be 
!rue that ~be permanent inhabitants of the COlony do not enjoy a full participation 
mall pubhc employments, tbe house of assembly may be assured that his Majesty 
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can have no desire (hat any such invidious distinctions shoulLl be systematically 
maintained. Beyond tbis general statement it is not in my power to advance. 
I am entirely ignorant of the specific cases to whicb tbe general expressions of tbe 
assembly point. I can only slale, that since his }lnje5ty was pleased to intrust to 
myself tbe seals orthis department, no opportunity bas uccurred for exercisin~ the 
patronage of tbe Crown in Lower Canada, to "hich it is possible that the assembly 
can refer, nor have my inquiries brought to light any parlicular case of a more 
remote date to wbich their language would appeal' to be applicable. 

, T"elftbly.-The next subject of complaint is ,Ievcloped in the following 
words :-' That tbere exists no sufficient responsibility on Ihe part of the persons 
bolding these situations, nor any adequate accounlability amongst those of tbem 
intrusted witb public money; the consequence of which has heen the misapplication 
of large sums of public money, and of the money of individuals by defaullers, with 
whom deposits were made under legal aulhurity, hitherto without reimbursement 
or redress baving been obtained, notwithstanding the humble representations of 
your petitioners.' , 

It would be impossible, without a violation of truth, to deny that 
at a period not very remote heavy losses were sustained JJOth by the 
public and by individuals, from the want of a proper system of pass
ing and auditing their accounts. I find, howeyer, that in his 
despatch of the 29th September, Sir George Murray adverted to this 
subject in terms to which I find it difficult to make any useful ad
dition. His words are as follows :-' The complaints which have 
reached this office respecting the inadequate security given by the 
receiver-general and by the sheriffs, for the due application of public 
money in their hands, have not escaped the very serious attention of 
the ministers of the Crown; the most effectual security against abuses 
of this nature would be to prevent the accumulation of balances in 
the hands of public accountants, by obliging them to exhibit their 
accounts to some competent authority at short intervals, and imme
diately to pay over the ascertained balance. The proof of having 
punctually performed this duty should be made the indispensable 
condition of receiving their salaries, and of their continuance in 
office. 

, In the colony of New South Wales a regulation of this nature has been 
establisbed under "is iUnjesty's instructiona to the governor of tbat settlement, and 
has been produci ive of great public convenience. If a similar practice were intro
duced in Lower Canada for tbe regulation of the office of receiver-general, and 
for tbat ofsherilf, the only apparent difficulty would be to find a save place of deposit 
for their balances. I am, however, authorised to state, that the lords-commis
sioners of bis Majesty's Treasury will hold themselves responsible to the province 
for any sums which the receiycr-general or sheriff may pay over to the commissary
general. Your excellency "ill, thercfore, propose to the legislal ire council and 
assembly the enactmcnt of a law binding tbese officers to render an account of their 
receipts at short intervals, and to pay over the balances in their hands to the com
missary-general, upon condition that that officer should be bound, on demand, to 
deliver a bill on his !\lajesty's Treasury for tbe amount of his receipts. I trust that, 
in this proposal, the legislature will find a proof of the earnest desire of his Majesty's 
government to provide, as far as may be practicable, an effectual remedy for every 
case of real grievance. 

, H the preceding instructions have proved inadequate to the redresli of tbe 
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inconvenience to which they refer, J can assure your lordShip of the cordial concur
rence of bis Majesty's government in any more effectiye measures which may be 
recommended for tbat purpose, either by yourself or by eitber of the houses of th.e 
provillcial legislature. 

, The losses which the province sustained by the default of tbe late Mr. Caldwell 
is a subject which his IIIajesty's Government contemplate with the deepest regret 
-a feeling enhanced by the painful conviction of theil' inability to afford to the 
provincial revenues any adequate compensation for so serious an injury; what is in 
their (lower they IJUH' ~ladlJ' done by the instruction conveyed to your lordship in 
the early part of Ibis despatcb, to place at the disposal of the legislature, for general 
purposes, the sum of £7,154. 15s. 4td., rceo' ered from J\1r. Caldwell's property. 
Tbe assemill, will, I trust, accept this as a proof of tbe earnest desire of bis Majesty's 
Government to consult to tbe utmost of their ability the pecuniary interest of tbe 
provillce. 

, Thirteenthly.-Tbe address proceeds til state that 'the evils of tbis state of 
thin~s ha,'e been grcatly aggravated by enactments made in the Parliament of tbe 
l'lIitl"1I l-.:i""I1,,,". "ittWllt ",ellthe knowledge orthe people of this colony, which 
ellactlltl'lIts hale rendered temporary duties imposed by the provincial legislature 
permanent, loal ing in the hands of public olUeers, over wbom the assembly bas no 
cfferillal control, large sums of money arising witllin this proy ince, which are applied 
by persons ;ttl'jerl [0 no sulUdent accountability.' 

, lundel sl;llItithis complaint to refer to the 28th clause of the stat. 3 Geo. IV, 
c. 119. The duties mcntioned in that enactment are continued until some act for 
repealing or altering them shall be passcd by Ihe legislative council and assembly 
of Lower Canada, and unlil a cOI'Y of any such new act sball have lleen transmitted 
to the guvernor of Upper Callaoa, and shall have been laid before both bouses of 
Parliament, and assented to lly his Majesty. The motive for tbis enactment is 
explained in the preambule, to bave been Ibe necessity of obYiating the evils expe
rienccd in thc Upper Pr",ill(,c from the exercise of an exciusive control by the 
1,'gi,l"tllr" of Lower Canada over imports and exports at the port of Quebec. I 
achll.,,, I,"!'" without reserve, that notbing but the necessity of mediating between 
the two pruvinces would have justified such an interference by Parliament; and if 
any adequate security can be de"ised against the recurrence of similar difficulties, 
tbe enaclment ought to be repealed. The peculiar geograpbical position of Upper 
Canada, enjoying no access to the sea, except through a province wholly independent 
on itself, on the one hand or througb a foreign state on the other, was supposed in 
the le.1r 1822 to Il",'e' 1',,:;11',1 the necessity for enacting so peculiar a law for its 
protection. I should be lI.ucb ,:r .• tifi,',1 to learn, tbat "" such necessity exists at 
present, or can be reasonably alliitipated hereafter; for upon sufficient evidence of 
that fact, his J\lajesty" (iovernmettt would at once recommend to Parliament the 
repeal of that part of the statute to which the address oftbe house of assembly refers. 
The ministers of the Crown would even be satisfied to propose to Parliament the 
repeal of the enactment in question upon proof that the legislature of tbe V pper 
Province deem such prolection supcrl1uous; perhaps it may be found practicable to 
arrange this maller by communications between the legislatures of tbe two provinces. 
Tbe ministers 01' the Crown are prepared to co-operate to the fuliest extent in 
any measure which Ihetwo legislatures sball concur in recommending for the amend
ment or repeal uf the statute 3 Oeo. IV, c. 1I9, s. 28. 

, Fourteenlbly.-The selection of the legislathe councillors and the constitu
tion of tbat body, which forms the last SUbject of complaint in the address, I shall 
not notice in this place, any further than to say, that it will form the matter of a 
separate communication, since the topic is too extensive and important to be con
veniently embraced in my present despatch. 

, The preceding review of the questions brought by tbe house of assembly, 
appears to me entirely to justify tbe expeclations which I have expressed at the 
commencement of this dispatch, of a speedy, effectual, and amicable termination of 
tbe protracted discussions of several years. It wou"! be injurious 10 tbe house or 
assembly to attribute to them any sucb captious spirit as would keep alive a contest 
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upon a few minor and insignificant details, after tbe statement I bave made of tbe 
general accordance between tbe views of his Majesty's government and tbeir own, 
IIpon so many important questions of Canadian policy. Little indeed r~mains for 
debate, and that Iitlle will, 1 am convinced, be discussed witb feelings of mutual 
lIiodoess and good will, and witb an earnest desire to strengtben tbe bonds of union 
already subsisting between the two countries. His Majesty will esteem it as 
amongst the most enviable distinctions of bis reign, to hare contributed to so great 
and desirable a result, 

• Your lordship will take tbe earliest opportunity of transmitting to tbe bouse 
of ~ssembly a copy of tbis despatcb . 

• 1 bave, &c. 
«signed) OODERICH.· 

LETTER VII. 

THE time had now arrived (1832) when every grievance, so far as 
the remedy lay with the government, had been removed, according 
to the recommend'ations of the committee. Whatever required the 
co-operation of the assembly themselves, remained untouched. They 
had asked what they did not require, and hoped would not be granted, 
so that the odium of refusal might serve as a pretext for further agita
tion. Several of the changes solicited would have weakened their 
influence, and they preferred to suffer things to remain as they were. 
There now existed no impediment to the public tranquillity; and, if 
their intentions had been honest, we should have heard no more of 
Canadian discontent. Several men of character and standing in the 
colony, who had hilherto acted with the French faction, now sepa
rated themselves from them, declaring that they had obtained all, and 
even more than they had sought, and that they had now nothing 
further to ask but to enjoy in tranquillity the fruits of their labour. 
When they found there was no corresponding feeling in the breasts 
of their colleagues, and that these concessions were merely used as 
the groundwork of further changes, they became alarmed, and for 
the first time were made sensible of what the public had always 
known with unfeigned sorrow, that they had been all along the dupes 
of their own liberal notions and the artifices of others. They had 
now full time to reflect upon the mischief they had done and their 
own inability to make reparation, and have added another illustra
tion to the numbers we already have on record of how much easier 
it is to open the flood-gates of popular prej udice and passion, than to 
close them against the force of the current. They are now likely to 
become the victims of their own folly, and to be overwhelmed in the 
ruins caused by the inundation to which they have unfortunately 
contributed, by cutting away the embankments. It is to be hoped 
tbat tbe lesson will not be l.ost upon England; and it may, perhaps, 
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afford these unhappy men some consolation if the safety of others 
is confirmed by the contemplation of the fatal effects of their folly. 
The request of Lord A ~ I mn, that they would bring forwal'd all 
thrir demands, and, if they had any further ones, to add them to 
their catalogue, or that he should feci himself entitled to report 
tIH're wcre none others, was received with surprise, but in silence, 
and he very fairly concluded that they had exhausted their bud
grt. This was the natural inference, and it appears that parlia
ment flattered itself also that the whole subject was now fully be
fore them. It is true the tone and temper of the house of assembly 
were not materially altered, and that the next four years were con
sUlIl('d in local disputes, during which no appropriation was made 
for the public scn ire; but all this was charitably supposed to be the 
elTeet of prl'l iOllS excitement, and it was thought not unnatural that 
some tilllL' should elapse before their angry feelings could wholly 
snbsid,'. But what was their astonishment, after their declining 
the unprecedented request tlf the governor to exhibit any further 
complaints if they had any, to find that, in 1834, they were pre
pared to come forward with ninety-two resolutions of fresh grievance I 
This extraordinary step revived the hopes of every loyalist through
out the adjoining colonies. Surely, they said, this last ungrateful, 
unprovoked attempt will open the eyes of the English nation to the 
ulterior views of Papineau and his party! It takes much provoca
tion I., arouse the British lion; but, surely, this last thrust will be 
mOrt' than lit' can bear! He will make his voice to be heard across 
the wall'rs, and srdition will fly terrified to its cover. But, alas! 
tht') ,,·ere mistaken. Noble and spirited as the animal once was, he 
is now old and infirm-a timid people have filed his teeth, and 
sllorten,'tl his claws, and stupified him with drugs, and his natural 
pride disdains tn ('xhibit an unsuccessful imbecility. It was received 
\\ilh a meekness and mildness that filled every body that had known 
him in former) t'ars with astonishment and pity; they could not rc
"lIgllise, in the timid allli crouching creature before them, the same 
animal whose indomitable courage and muscular strength had for
merly conquered these same Canadians, even when supported by 
all the resources of France, who now, single-handed and alone, 
defied him to combat. But this is too painful a picture to dwell upon. 

Tllis singular document is well worthy of your perusal; its want 
of intrinsic weight is more than compensated by its prolixity. The 
astounding number of ninety-two resolutions was well calculated to 
delude strangers, and to induce them to think that the evils under 
"hich they laboured were almost too many for enumeration. As 
imaginati(m is always more fertile than truth, they very wisely re
sorted to the former, and were thus enabled to supply themselves 
with any ch'Jrge they required. It would doubtless have appeared 
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singular to the sympathisers of Errgland, if the aggregate had 
amounted to so remarkable a number as one hUnllred: it would have 
struck them as a suspicious coincidence that they should have exactly 
reached' a round number,' and filled a \yell known measure, and 
therefore, with an acuteness peculiar to people accustomed to fabri
cate tales of fictitious distress, they wisely stopped at lIillctlJ-tn·o. 
But it must not be supposed that even Canadian exaggeration could 
find a grievance for each nllmber. Some were merely declamatory, 
and others personal; some complimented persons on this side of the 
water, whose politics they thought fl'oembled their own, and others 
expressed or implied a censure a!!ainst obnoxious persons, while not 
a few were mere repetitions of what had been previously said. Such 
a state paper, drawn lip on such an occasion by the most eminent 
men in the house for the perusal of such a body of men as the mem
bers of the imperial parliament, is of itself a proof how little fitted 
the Canadians are for constitutional government. 

I. Resolved, Tbat His ~1"jt'st)'S loyal snbjects, tbe people of tbis Province of 
Lower Canada, have shown the strongest attachment to the British,Empire, of 
which they are a portion: that they have l'I'pratedll' defended it with courage in 
time of war; that at the time which precedt',i tlie indcpellllcnce of tbe late British 
Colonies on this continent, they resisted the "I'peal made to them hy those colonies 
tojoin their confederation. 

2. l{esolved, That tbe people of Ihis province bave at all times manifested their 
confidence in B is lllajesty's Guvernment, even uuder circumstances of the greatest 
difficulty, and when the government of tbe province has been administered by 
men wbo trampled under foot tbe rights and reelings dearest to British subjects; 
aOlltbat these sentiments or tbe people or this province remain unchanged. 

3. Resolved, That tbe people or this Province bave always shown themselves 
ready to welcome and receive as bretbren tbose or their rellow subjects who, having 
quilted the Pniled Kingdom or its dependencies, have chosen this proY'ince as tbeir 
home, and l.ave earnestly endeavoured (as far as on them depended) to alford 
every racility to their participating in the political advanla.~cs, and in Ihe means 
of rendering their industry available, wbich tile I"'''ple or this proYince enjoy; and 
to remove for them tbe difficulties arisill~ fI'om Ihl' ,irions system adopted by those 
who have administered tbe government or the pruvince, with regard to those por
lions of tbe country in whirh the newcon,,'" have generally chosen to settle. 

4. Resolved, That this House, as l'l'presentillf; the people of this proY'ince, has 
sbown an earnest zeal to advant'e tbe general prosperity or the rountry, by secur
ing tbe peace and content of all classes or its inbabitants, wilbout any distinction 
of origin or creed, and upon the solid and durable basis or unity of interest, and 
equal confidence in tbe protection of tbe motbe.' country. 

5. Resolved, That this House bas seized every occasion to adopt, allli firmly to 
establish by law in tbis province, not only the cunstitutional and parliamentary law 
of England, whicb is necessary to carry tbe Government into operation, but also 
all such parts of the public law of tbe United Kingdom as have appeared to tbis 
bouse adapted to promote tbewelfare and sarety or the people, and to be conrorm
able to their wisbes and tbeir wants; and that this house bas, in like manner, 
wisely endeavoured so to regulate its proceedings as to render them, as closely as 
tbe circumstances of tbis colony permit, analogous to tbe practice or the House of 
Commons of the United Kingdom. 

6. Hesolved, Thatin the year 1827 the great majority or the people orthis pro
vince complained, in petitions signed by 87,000 persons, ilfserious and numerous 
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abuses" hirh then prevailed, many of which had then existed for a great numher 
of years, and of whith the greater part stili exist, wilhout correction o~ mitigation. 

7. Il",olved, TII;,t the rllmplaints aforesaid, and the grievances whIch gave rise 
to them l)('ing sulJDlitled til the tonsideration of the Parliament of the United 
~illgdu;n, oecasilllll'd the appointment of a commillee of the House of Commons, 
or "Lith 'he HonouralJle Edward Geoffrey Stanley, now his Majesty's principal 
serretary of state for the colonial department, and seYeral others, wbo are now 
members of his ~lajf'sty's government, formed part; and tbat, after a careful in
vesligation and uue deliiJeration, the said committee, on tbe 18th July 1828, came 
to the folluw iug very just conclusions : 

I stly. 'That the embarrassments and discontents tbat bad long prevailed 
in the Canadas, had arisen frnm serious defects in the system of laws, and the 
ellllsl.itutivns estahlished in tbose colonies, 

2dly. 'That these embarrassments were in a great measure to be attri
buted to the manner in which the existing system had heen administered. 

3dly, 'That they had a complete conviction that neither the suggestions 
whicb they had made, nor any other improl'Cments in tbe laws and constitu
tions of the Canadas, will be attended witb the desired effect, unless an im
partial, conciliating, and constitutional system of government were observed 
in these royal and important colonies.' 

R. Resolw,l, That since the period aforesaid, the constitution of this province, 
with its serious dl'i'el'ls, has continued to be administered in a manner calculated to 
lIIultiply the embarra>sments and discontents whicb have long prevailed; and tbat 
tloe rerulfIlIlClldatiulis of the COllllfliltee of the Huuse of Commons have not been 
followed Ly elIce; i\ l' measure~ of a nature to producl' lhe desired e{fect. 

9. Hes()iveu, Thai flu' 11/0.\/ ,\'/Tious l!tj/>ct in the r'ons/ilulional Act-its ra
dical 1"'lIt-I"e mo,1 al'/i,'I' prin('lI>/" oj ",'il (md disconlent in the province; the 
most pOII'ajit! amI most frequenl cause of abuse" of po",er; of infi'actions of the 
lall's; of lite ,,'asle of lite public ret'em" and propel'ly, accompanied by impunity 
to Ihe govemill!lpal'ly, and Ihe oppression and consequent resentment oflhe go
I'Cl'Iled, is Iltal il/judi,iollS enaclmenl, the fatal results of'll'hich "'ere fDl'etold by 
tlte ll()J!oul'{tble (,Itarles Jamc,. Fo,r at lite time of ils adoplion, .,'h{ch i'llves'ls Ihe 
e, 'HI'n 1/'1"/1, Ihat am'hilanl pOlI'a (incompatible ".ilh any govel'1lment duly balanced 
and jimmied on lall' allrl justice, and "01 onfoue ami coercion) of selecting and 
{'omposiug ll'it/wui any nile 01" liJnitaiion, or any prefielf'l'nlined qualification, an 
en lire bl'",,,,1t of lite le!lislalw'e, ,\lIpposedfi'om tile naillre ofil" aUrihlltions 10 be 
;ndependenl, bllt inel'ilably Ihe ",.,.,.il,' Iuol of lite authority ,,'hich creales, composes 
and decomposes ii, and can un any day modify it to willhe inlcl'csls aI' Ihe pas. 
),·ion.." of the 1nmncnl. 

10. f:esil" ed, That with the permission ofa power so unlimited, the abuse of 
it is inseparably cOllllccled; and that it has always loeen so exercised in tbe selection 
orthe M"",loers of the Legislati\'e Council of tbis province, as to favour tbe spirit 
of monopoly anti despotis", in the executive, judiCial, and administrative depart
ments of guvcrument, and nevel' in favour of tbe public interests, 

II. H",,,:, ">I, That the eO'cctual remedy for this evil was judiciously foreseen 
and pointed Ollt by the ('ommiltee of the Honse of Commons, who asked John 
Neilson, Esquire (one of the agents who bad carried to England the petition of 
tbe 67,000 iuhaliitants of Lu" er Canada), wbether be had turned in his mind any 
plan by which he conceived the Legislati ve Council might be better composed in 
Lower Canada; \', hetber be thou~ht it possible tbat the said body could command 
the confidence and respect of the people, or go in harmony with tbe bouse of 
assembly, unlc>s the principle of election \\"Pre introduced into its composition in 
some manner or other; anti also, whether be thought tbat the colony could bave 
any security that tbe legislati, r council w"uld be properly and independently com
posed, unless the prinCiple of electiun were introduced into it in some manner or 
other; and received from the said Jobn l\eilson answers, in wbicb (among other 
r~Oectiolls) be said in substance, that there were two modes in whicb the composi
hon of tbe legislative council migbt be bettered; the one by appointing men who 
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were independent of the executive (but that to judge from experience there would 
be no security that this would be done), and that if this mode were found impracti
cable, tbe otber would beto render tbe legislative council elective. 

12. Resolved, Tbat, judging from experience, this house likewise believes 
there would be no security in tbe first mentioned mode, the course of events having 
but too amply proved wbat was then foreseen; and that thi> house approves all the 
inferences drawn by the said John Neilson from experience and fads; but tbat 
witb regard to his suggestion that a class of eleclors ofa higher qualification should 
be established, or a qualification in property fixed for th"", persons wbo migbt sit 
in tbe council, tbis house bave, in tbeir address to bis lHost Gracious Majesty, . 
dated the 20tb Marcb 1833, declared in wbat manner tbis principle could, in their 
opinion, be rendered tolerable in Canada, by restraining it within certain bounds 
whicb sbould in no case be passed. ' 

13. Resolved, Tbat even in defining bounds of this nature, and requiring tbe 
possession of real property as a condition of eligibility to a legislative council, 
chosen by the people, wbicb most wisely and happily bas not been made a condi
tion of eligibility totbe house of assembly, tbis bouse seems rather to have sougbt 
to avoid shocking received opinions in Europe" where custom and the law have 
given so many artificial privileges and advantages to birth and rank and fortune, 
than to consult the opinions generally reeeil'ed in America, "here the influence 
of hirth is notbing, and wh~re, notwithstanding tbe importance which fortune must 
always naturally confer, the artificial introduction of great political privileges in 
favour of the possessors of large property, could not long resisLlhe preference given 
at free elections to virtue, talents; and information, wliich fortune does not exdudo 
hut can never purchase, and which may be tbe portion of honest, contented, and 
devoted men, whom the people ought to haye the power of calling and consecrating 
to the public service, in preference to ricber men, of whom they may think less 
higbly. 

14. Resolved, Tltallhis house ;s no lI'i,e di.posed 10 admillhe eIcellence of 
the present fonstilution of Canada, altlwu,'Jt\ his ~[ajesly's secrelmy of slate f01' 
tlte colonies luts unseasonably and er"oneuusly IIssated, Ihat it has conferred on 
the 1'1"0 ("""adas Ihe in.,lilution. of Greal B"itain; nOr 10 rrjed Ihe pri1triple of 
extending the system offrequent elections muchfurtlter than it is at p,nent mrried; 
and tlli., system ought especially to be exlended to the le.'li,/alit'e council, althou.'l" it 
may be €onsidered by tlte colonial secrelary incompalible '11"/'I1t tile B"dish .'Iuvern
ment, which Iw calls a monan"ical govemlneni, or 100 analogous 10 lite ins/itu
tions 'I1'hiclt Me several states, l'omposin,q the industrious, J1lOral, and prosperolls 
conrede'ralion of/he United Slates nfAlllflim, hal'e adopLl'd for themselves. 

15. Resolved, That in a dispatcb, of which the dat,· is lInlmown. :lOd o"f" whicb 
a part only was communicated to this house hy the goyernor- in- eliiel on the 14th 
January 1834, his Majesty's secretary of state for tbe C"loniall)epartment (tbis 
house baving no certain knowledge, wbetber the said despatch is from the present 
colonial secretary or from his predecessor) says, that an c,'Umination of tbe compo
sition of the legislative council at tltat period (namely, at the time when its compo
sition wasso justly censured by a Committee of the House of Commons) and at the 
present, will sufficiently show in what spirit his ilJajcsty's Governm~nt has en
deavoured to carry the wisbes of Parliament into elfect. 

16. Resol1ed, That tbis House receives with gratitude (his assurance of tbe 
just and benevolent intentions, with which, in the performance of their duty, bis 
majesty's ministers bave endeavoured to give eO'eet to the wishes of parliament. 

17. Resolved, That unhappily it was left to tbe principal agentof his Majesty's 
Government in this province to carry tbe wishes of the Imperial Parliament into 
elTect; hut that he has destroyed the hope which his Majesty's faithful subjects 
had conceived of seeing the legislative council reformed and ameliorated, and has 
confirmed them in the opinion that tbe only possible mode of giving to that body 
the weight and respectability wbich it ought to possess, is to introduce into it the 
principle of election. 

18. Resolved, That Ihe legislative counCil, strengthened by a majority inimical 
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10 Ihe righls of Ihis house and of the people whom il represenls, has received 
new and more powerful means tban it before possessed of perpetuating and of 
rendering more offensive and more hurtful to the country the system of abuses of 
which the people of this province have up to this day ineffectually complained, 
and which up 10 this day parliament anti his Majesty's government in England 
ba\c in('ffl'Ctually ",,"ght t" correct. 

19. Rcsoll'eu, That since its pretended reform thc legislative council bas, in a 
m:"JI'I':' more catculated to alarm the inllUbilants of this province, and more par
ticularly in its AJdress to I,is l\Iajesty of the 1st of AprillS33, renewed ils pre
tension of IJ('i:'g sjlecially ,1ppointed t" protect one class of his Majesty's subjects 
in this province, :IS ""i'i',,',i"~ them to bave intcrests" hid, could not be sufficienlly 
rqJlc~I'il(('ll in lilt' assl'mLJly, S("t'll-ei~h!s of il:r IlIpr:1Ul'rS of which are by the 
said ciluncil most em"""""ly st"led to 11(' of Frencb origin and speal, tbe French 
language: lil,":t this [\i'(~;l'n~iun is a ,iolation of lite constitution, and is of a na
I me to excite anti perpeluate among the sereral classes of tbe inhabitants of this 
pro\ i:It'e mutual dbtrllsL and national distinctions and animosiLies, and to gh'c 
011[' porlioll of thc people an Ilnjust and factious superiority "\f'r tbe otber, and 
the h"pe of d, ,:ninat ion and undue preference. 

20. 1;,,'nl·,1'11. Thal by such claim the legislatil'e council, afLera reform whicb 
Wil' helu up as one adapted to unite it more closely with Ihe interests of the co
lony in coJnrormity \1 ith I he wishes of parliament, calls do\\n as one of its 'first acts, 
the "rejudices alld SCI'" ity of his Majest~'s Go\ernment upon the people of tbis 
pro\'ince and upon the rCi,resentatil'c bra ncb of the legislature thereof, and tbat by 
this conducl i1,,' io'ci,lati Ie eoundl bas destroyed illnongstlbe people all hope wbicb 
Wi" I 'il them "I' "'['iug the saill counCil, so lung as it shall remain constituted as it 
IJO\Y i:o:" act ill Ijanll()I1~ wilh the hOllse of assembly. 

21. Hes"ll'e", Tl:al Ihe Il'ei,lalilc council of this pro\ince has never been any 
Ihing .. :,,' but illl illll',,:cni S(Teen between the governor and the people, which by 
c/lablill;! the one to IIII/ill/a;" a ('OIlj1ic/ ,,·itl. Ihe olllers, bas sen I'd to perpetuate a 
S)'I"1ll d' lIiseorll and ""IlII'llli"n; thal it has unceasingly acted witb avowed bos
tilily to the sentim,'nts of the people as conslitutionally expressed by tbe house of 
a.'S['flJi '1\; that it is nut rigut. under I he name of a legislalive council to impose 
an aristonaq on H country whith conlains no natural matr";als for tbe composi
tion of ,:lci. a body; that Ihe pal'liamenl/ifthe L~lli/c'd Kingdom ingl'Untillg 10 Ilis 
Jllajl'sly's ('WlIU!I,Ul "'~ied. Ihe pOll'er of ""'ising Ihe conslillltion under which 
they hold their tl,'arest righls, woulil adopt a liberal policy, free from all eonsijera
tion of I'll,.,:!," i:l:c': ('SiS and or existing prrjudices ; anrl that by this measure, 
eqllally ,."[,,,i>I['lil with H wise and sound policy, and with the most liberal and 
extended vic'\\5, the parliament of Ihe United Kingdom would ente,' into noble 
rilalry with lhe United States oJ America, would prevent his ~bje5tj's subjects 
frum seeing an, thin:; to "Ill Y Ihac; and would preserve a friendly intercourse 
Uc:,III'C'lI the,:l!;,il"iu and Ihis province, as "er colony so I"n~ us the lie between 
us sl'illl continue, and 0..' her ally ll'henaC/" Ihe COlll'Se oj et'cnl. may change OUI' 
relnlil'c posiliow •. 

22. Hesolvcu, That til is home SII much the more confidentially emils the opi
nions expressed in the preceding resoilltion, because, if any faith is to be place[1 in 
till' published reports, they were at no dislant pcri"u emitlcd wilh olher remart" 
in the same spirit, in the commons huuse of Ihe I 'nilI'd Kingdont, by the Rigbt 
Hunonrable Edward nelllIre, Stanley, now his ~!:',>'si)'S prinripal secretary or 
state fur the Colunial [teparllilent, and by several olber enli~btenecl and distin
gllished members, sOllle of II 1111'" arc among the number of his i\lajesty's present 
ministers; and uccause the conduct of tbe IcgislaLive council since its pretended re
form, demonstrates tbat the said opinions arc in no wise rendered less applicable 0\' 

less correct by its present composition. 
23. Itcsol\'Cd, That tbe le,~islative council has at the present time less commu

nily of interest witb Ihe pro"ince tban at any former period; that its present com
posilion, instead of being calculated to cbange the charactcr of the body, to put 
an end to complaints, and to bring about that co-operation oftbe two bouses oflbe 
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legislature which is so necessary to the welfare of n,e country, is such as to destroy 
all hope that the said council will adopt Ibe opinions and sentiments of the people 
of this province, and of thi,' house with regard 10 the inalienable "igM of the lalter 
10 tIleji,lland entire co1l(1'o1 of the ",hole rel1cnue "aised in Ihe province, with re
gard to the necessity under which tbis house bas found itself (for the purpose of 
effecting tbe reformation which il has so long and so vainly demanded of existing 
abuses) 10 provide for the expenses of the civil governmellt by annual appropria
tions only, as well witb regard to a variety of otber questions of public interest, con. 
cerning whicb the executive government, and the legislative """lIril which it has 
selected and created, differ diametrically from the people of this pro\'ince and from 
Ibis bouse. 

24. Resolved, Tbat such of Ibe recently appointed councillors as were taken 
from tbe majorilY of Ihe Assembly, and had entertained tbe hope that a sufficient 
number of independent men, holding opinions in unison wilh tbose of tbe majorily 
of the people and of Ibeir represenlalives, would be associated witb tbem, must 
now feel that Ihey are overwhelmed by a majority bostile 10 Ihe country, and com
posed of men wbo have irretriel'ably lost the public confidence, by sbowing them
sell'cs tbe blind and passionate partisans of all abuses of power, by encouraging 
all the acts of violence committed under the adminislration of Lord Oa lbousie, by 
having on all occasions outraged the rcpresenlDtives of the people of the country; 
of men, unlmown in the country until within a few years. without !linded property 
or having very litlle, most of whom have never been returned to the Assembly (some 
of them having eyen been refused by tbe people), and who have never ~il'l'n any 
proofs of tbeir fitness for performing the funcliolls of legislators, but merely of 
their hatred to tbe country; and who, by reason of their community of sentiment 
with bim, bave found themselves, by the partiality of the governor-in-chief, 
suddenly raised to a station in which they have tbe powcr ,,\ 1·\I'rlifig. durillg life, 
an'influence over the legislation and over the fate of this pl'lJ".ill,'c,'II,,' laws alld 
institutions of wbich have ever been the objects uf thcir tlislil\~. , 

25. Resolved, That in manifest violation of the t'I):.,tituti"n, there are among 
tbe persons last mentioned several wbo were born citizens of the United States, or 
are nalives of other foreign countries, and wh,) at the time of their appointmcnt 
had not been naturalized by Act of tbe British Parliament; tbat tbe residence of 
one of Ibese persons (HoratiO Gates) in Ibis country during the last war wilh tbe 
United States was only tolerated; he refused to take up arll1S for tbe defence of 
Ihe country in wbich he remainetl merely for the sa!.c of lucre; and after these pre
vious facts, took his seat in Ibe legislative council on the 16th March 1833; and 
fifteen days afterwards, to wit, on the 1st April, voted for tbe address before men
tioned, censuring those who during Ihe last war were under arms on tbe frontiers 
to repulse the attacks of tbe American armies and of tbe fellow-citizens of tbe said 
Horatio Oatcs: tbat anotber (James Baxter) was resident during Ihe said late 
war within the United States, and was bound by tile laws of the countly of bis 
birth, under certain circumstances, forcibly to inl'ade this province, to pursue, 
destroy, and capture, i/pos"ible, his lUajesty's armies, and such of his C"nadian 
subjects as were in arllls upon the frontiers to repulse t1w attacks of the American 
armies, and of the saitl James Baxter, who (being at tbe said time but slighlly 'Iua
lified as far as property is concerned) became, by tbe nomination of tbe gover
nor-in-chief, a legislator for life in Lower Canada, on the 22d of March 1:,33; 
and eight days afterwards, on tbe 1st or April aforesaid, voted that very address 
whicb contained the calumnious and insulting accusation which called for the 
expression of his Majesty's just regret, , tbat any word had been introduced 
which sbould have the appearance of ascribing to a class of his suhjecis of one 
origin, views at variance with the allegiance which they owe to his Majesty.' 

Resolved, That it was in the power of the present governor-itl-chiel', more tban 
in that of any of his predecessors (by reason of the latitude allowed him as 10 lh~ 
Dumber and selection of the persons whom he might nominate to be memlJers of 
Ihe legislative counCil) to allay, for a time at least, the intestine divisions wbkh 
rend Ibis colony, and ,10 advance some sleps towards the accomplishilleut or the 
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wishes of Parliament, by inducing a community of interest between the said council 
and the people, ami by givillg the former a more independent character by judicious 
nominations. 

27. Resolved, That allbou;;h sixteen persons have been nominated in less than 
two )"ears by the present gowrnor to be members of the said council (a ~u.mber 
greater than that afforded by allY period of ten years under any other admlllistra
tiun), and notwithstanding the" ishes of parli3ment, and the instructions given by 
bis Majest)"'s gOIl'Cllment for the removal of the grievances of which the people 
had '·(Hilplained. the same malign inl1uence whkh hil> been exerted to perpetuate 
in the cuuntry 11 ')SI("111 ,,[irresponsibility in fav,lUr of public functionaries, has pre
vailed to such an l"\: "nt as to render the majority of the legislative council more 
inimit-al to tilt" ""'lIItry than at any former period; and that this fact confirms wiLh 
irresistible force III(' justirc of the censure passed by the committee of the House of 
Commons on the consliLution of II,p legislative couucH as it had theretofore existed, 
and the rtlrr"cln,';' 01" the opinion or'those members of the said committee who 
thought tbat the said body could never command the respect of the people, nor be in 
harmonl with the house of "ssemhly, unless the principle of election was introduced 
into il. 

28. Restllved, Thai ",'en if the l"'escnl fJo,'r'?lOI'-;n-chirf had, by making a 
"'lOst judifir)lls st'/t'ciion, sUf('ceded in quieti1lg the alarnl and allayiug for a time 
Ihe I,m;;"/"I! (fl"rlmlcnl Irl,,·,.k Ihen prcl"lIilrd, that form of fJovemmenl '/I'ould not 
be [t's, .. essf'n/iafly l'il'inus '1l'lti('/l lIwk,'s the happiness or mis('l'Y of a country de
pend on an (·.r(·(ulire o,'er 'I'hich Ihe people of Ihat cOllntry have no influence, 
and lrhifh has no prrrnallent int'T('.\-' in the country, Or in ('ommon Jl'ith its inhabit
anls; and Ihal the c.rlensim' oflhe clecli"e" pr;nciple is Ihe only measure ,vhick ap
pem's 10 u.i, llOlIse 10 afford any prosperi of egllal and sufficient proteclion infillure 
to ail Ihe inhabilanls of Ihe pro";ncr ,l'illlOlfi ciisiiwlion. 

~!J. 1:l'stlli,'u, That tbe accusations preferred against the hOllse of assembly by 
the II'~islatill' council, as 1"t'-cullIi'0sed by the present governor-in-chid, would be 
criminal and ,,·tlili"lIs, il"their very nature did not rentlt'r them harmless, since they 
go to ''''''rl, thai if in ils Iihl'r,i1ity and justi,'p the parliament of the United Kingdom 
bat! grantell the earnest prayer of this bouse in behalf of the province (and which 
this house at this soll"mn moment, after weighing the dispatcbes of the s~cretary of 
stale for the colonial department, and on the eve of a general election, now repeats 
and renews), that the constitution of the legislative conncil may he allered by ren
dering it elective, the r .. sttll of this act of justice and benevolence would have heen 
to inundate the COlin try wilh blood. 

30. Resoi\ed, ThaI !'y the said address to bis iUajesty, dated the 1st of April 
last. the legi,I"liv,' cOllncil charges tl,is house with ha'.iil~ calumniously accused 
the King's r("\lresl'lIlalive of partiality anll injustice in the exercise of Ihe powers 
of his oilier, and wilh deliberately calumniatin~ his ~Iajesty's officers, both civil and 
military, as a lal"l i"l1 iutluccd by interest alone to contend for the support of a go
vernment inimicaltn Ihe rights and opposed to the wishes of the people; with re
ference to which this honse declares that the accusations preferred by it have nev~r 
been calumniOUS, but ar~ true and well founded, and tbat a faitbful pictnre of the 
executive govt"rllllient of tliis province in all its parts is drawn by the legislative 
council in this (la",,~,· of its address. 

31. Resolvl'tI, TI"I if, as this house is fond of believing, his lHajestl"S govern
ment in England does nnt '.vish sl'stematically to nourish civil discord in this colony, 
the contradictory allegations thus made hy the two houses make it imperative on it 
to become bellcr acquainted with the state of tbe prov'inee than it now appears to 
be, if we judge from its long tolerance of the abu&es which its agents commit witb 
impunity; that it ollgbt not to trust to the self- praise of those wbo bave the ma
nagement of the affairs of a colony, passing according to them into a state of 
anarchy; that it ought to he convinced that if its protection of public functionaries, 
accused hy a competent autbority (thal is to say hy tbis bouse, in tbe name of tbe 
people), could for a time, by force and intimidation, aggravate, in favour ~f tbose 
rtlnctionaries and against the rigbts and interests Of the people, tbe system Of insult 
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and oppression which they impatiently hear, the result must he to weaken our con
fidence in, and our attachment to his Majesty's government, and to ~i,e deep root 
to the discontent and insurmountable disgust which hare been r,ciieu oy admiais
trations deplorably vIcious, and which are now excited by the majority of the public 
functionaries of the colony, combined as a faction, and induced by interest alone 
to contend for the support of a corrupt government, inimical to the rights and op
posed to the wishes of the people. 

32. Resolved, That in addition to its wicked and calumnious address of the 1st 
April 1833, the legislative council, as re-composed hy the present governor-in
chief, has proved how little community of interest it has with tbe colony, by the 
fact that out of sixty-four bills which were srnt up to it, twenty-eight were rejected 
hy it, or amended in a manner contrary to their spirit and essence; that the same 
unanimity which had attended the passing of tbe greater part of these bills in the as
sembly, accompanied their rejection by tbe legislathe council, and that an opposi
tion so violent sbows clearly that the provincial executive and the council of its 
chOice, in league together against tbe representative body, do not, or ,,,ill not, con
sider H as the faithful interpreter and the equitahle judge of Ihe wants and wisllPs of 
the people, nor as fit to propose laws conformable to the public will; ami that under 
such circumstances it \Vould bave been the duty of the head of the executive to ap
peal to the people, hy dissolving the provincial parliament, had there been any 
analogy between tbe institutions of Great Britain and those of this province. 

33. Resolved, That the legislative council, as recomposed hy the pr{'sent go
vernor-in-chief, must be considered as embodying the sentiments of the colonial 
executive government, and that from the moment it was so re-composed, the two au
tborities seem to have bound and leagued themselves for the purpose of proclaim
ing principles subversive of all harmony ill the province, and of governing and do
mineering in a spirit of blind and invidious national antipatby. 

34. Resolved, That tbe address ,'oted unanimously on tbe 1st April 1833, by the 
legislative council, as re-composed by tbe present governor-in-chicf, was concurred 
in hy the honourable the chief justice of the province, Jonatlian Sewell, to whom 
tbe right honourable Lord Viscount Godericb, in his despatch, communicated to· 
tbe house on the 25th November 1831, recommended' acautiolls abstinence' from 
all proceedings hy which he might be involved in any contention of a party nature; 
by John Hale, tbe present receiver-general, who, in violation of the laws, and of 
tbe trust reposed in him, and upon illegal warrants issued by the governor, has 
paid away large sums of the public money, without any regard to the obedience which 
is always due to the law; hy Sit· John Caldwell, baronet, the late receiver-gene
ral, a peculator, who has been condemned to pay nearly 100,000/. to reimburse a 
like sum levied upon the people of this province, and granted by law to his ~Ia
jesty, his heirs and successQrs, for the public use of the province, and for the sup
port of his Majesty's government therein, and who has diverted the greater part of 
the said sum from the purposes to whirh it was destined, and appropriated it to 
his private use; by ilIathew Bell, a grantee of tbe crown, who has been unduly and 
illegally favoured hy the executive, in tbe lease of the forges of St. ~Iaurirp, in the 
grant of large tracts of waste lands, and in the lease of large tracts of land formerly 
belonging to the order of .Jesuits; by Jobn Stewart, an executive councillor, com
missioner of the Jesuits' estates, and tbe incumbent of other lucrati"e offices: all 
of whom are placed by their pecuniary and personal interests, under the influence 
of the executive; and by the bonourable George Moffat, Peter M'GiII, John 
Molson, Horatio Gates, Robert Jones, and James Baxter, all of whom, aswell as 
those before mentioned, were, with two exceptions, born out of the country, and 
all ofwbom, e'lcept one, who for a number of years was a memher of the assembly, 
and has extensive landed property, are hnt slightly qualified in that respect, and 
had not been snfficiently engaged in public life to afford a presumption that they 
were fit ~o perform the functions of legislators for life; and by Antoine Gaspard 
Couillard, the only native of the country, of Frencb origin, who stooped to concur 
in the address, and who also had never been engaged in public life, and is hut very 
moderately qualified with respeet to real property, and who, after his appointment 
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to the conncil, and before the said l;t of April, rendered himself dependent on the 
executive by slIlicil ill~ a pallry and subordinate place of profit. 

35, Itesolvcd, That the sai,] address, ,"oted by seven councillors, UDder the in
fluence of the presenl head or the e,ecutive, and by five otbers of his appointment 
(one only of the six olhers who II)!cd il, the Hon, George Moffat, baving been 
appointed under his pi'd,',""s,"') is the work of lbe present administration uf this 
province, the "'p""",illll of ils se((timents, the key to its acts, and tbe proclamation 
or its iniquitolls ami arbitrary principlt's, which arc to form its rule of conduct for 
tbe future, 

36, Hrsulv,',1, That !IIr said address is not less injurious to tbe small number 
of members or the "'~i,I"! i'll' council" bo al'e independent, and attached to tbe 
interests and honoUl' of the country, who have been members of the Assembly, and 
are known as ha,"in~ partaliCn its opinions and seconded its efforts, to obtain for it 
tbe entire control and disposal of the public revenue; as having approved the whole
some, constitutional, ami n')t, as Silled by the eouncil, the daring steps taken by 
tbis bouse of praying by address to his Majesty that the legislative council migbt be 
renderc,l " t.'(' I iI'(' ; as rondcmning a scheme for the creation of an extensive mono
poly of lanus iii falour of speculators residing out of tbe country; as believing that 
they could not have been ''1,;,,,illl(' I to the coullcil with a view to increase the con
stitutiunal weight and cmeacy of that body, in whieh they find themselves opposed 
to a majority hostile to their principles and 'their country; as believing tbat tbe in
terests and wisll." "I' tbe people .1r" faithfully represented by their representatives, 
and that tbe cunncxion b,'tween this conn try and the parent state will be durable in 
proportion to the direct influence pxel'('ised by tbe people in tbe enactment of laws 
adapted tu insme their welfare; and as being of opinion, tbat bis Majesty's subjects 
recently settled in this coulltry ,,'ill ,1<:',"0 in all the advantages of tbe free insti
tutions and of 111" im!,,,,,,,'mpnts "bleb \\Oll!<I he rapidly developed, if, by means 
of the "xl(,lI,i"" uf Ihe t';,'r, i,,' s),slr,", the administration were prevented from 
creating a nwnupfl:)' of plH,cr and pt41tit in r:noul' of tbl' minority who are of one 
origin, and to [he pr<'judice of Ihe u: lieI', who are of another, and from buying, cor
rupting, and excitin~ a portion of this minority in sncb a manner as to give to all 
discussions of local interest the alarming cbaracter of strife and national antipatby ; 
and that the indepenuent members of the legislative council, indubitably convinced 
of the tendency of that botly, and unJeceil'ed as to the motil'Cs wbich led to their 
appointlllent as memhers of it, now refrain from attending tbe sittings of tbe said 
couDcil, in which tbey despair of being able to elTect any thing for tbe good of tbeir 
country, 

37, Resolved, That th" political n'ol'id ill ElII'ope is at this moment agitated 
by 111'0 great petl'ties, lI'itu in different rOllnlries appear unde,' the several names of 
Sf'rl'iics, royalists, i(ltics and ('o./w'l'l'a/iL·c .... on the on~ tilde, and of liberals, con
stitutiunals, ""p"b/i""ns, '1'Idgs, 'I'!:fOI'JIlel'S, I'adicals and similar appel/ations 011 

Ihe othe>'; th(tt the fOl'/!lel' pal'ly i", on this continent, "'it/lOut allY II'eight or in
jlllellre except 'I'hat it do i,'cs fl'''''' its Ellropean SlIpporte!'s, and fi'om a trifling 
"Wilber ,ifpe,.solls II'ho bel'ome theh' dependentsfor Ihe sake ofpersunal gaill, and 
fi'om other." 11'110 jim/! rule ,,;. /!ltln'/s cling to opinions 1I'!tich aTe not petl'taken by 
<tny numerous 1/<1"5; whit,. the s<'l'olld pa,)'ty ov,,'sp)'eaiils all America, And ihat 
Ihe eulonial SUfelUI'Y i,; lIIi;;/akCII if he believes ihal the e,relusion of a fen> salal'ied 
officersf)'om /I" legislative cOlfnl'il could suffice io make it harmonise "'ith the ,,'anis, 
'tl'isltes ltud OpillirJlIS of the people, as 1011g as the colonial govel"f!.OrS 'retain tile 
PO/l'e!' ofp)'esel"'illg in ii a majority qf membersl'endel'eel servile by the;" antipa-
ihy 10 (,I'/')'y {i""ra{ idea, ' 

38, Resolvell, That Ihis vicious ,ystem, wbicb has been carefully maintained, 
liaS gill'n to the legislatile coullcH a greater character of animosity to the country 
than it had at any formcr period, and is as contrary to the wisbes of parliament, 
as that whicb, in order to resist tbe wishes of tbe people of Englantl for tbe par
liamentary reform, should have called into tbe House of Lords a number of men 
notorious for their factious and violent opposition to that great measure. 

39, Resolved, 7Ywi ilte leg~slativa council, ,'el'l'esenting merely the pe,'sonal 
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opinions of certain members of a body so .trongly a,'cn.cd at a recl'7lt pel'iod by 
the people of this province, and ,.ojustly eenSllred by the reporl of Ihe ('ommillee of 
Ihe House of Commons, is not an allt/wl'ity eompetent to dl'/lzmul a/l, ral;"II., in the 
constitutional Art of lhe 3 ht Gro. 3. c. 31, and Iha I Ihe mid act ollg'" 110110 be 
and cannol be allered, excepl at sur/. time and in slIch manna a,' may be "'ished 
by the people of this provinee, 1vhose sentiments tllis hOllse is alone rompc/rnl 10 

represent; Ihat 110 interference on the part of the British legislaillre lI'ilh lite 
lmvsand constitution ofllli .• prot,ince, "'hieh should nol be foundea on Ihe ,,'i.'hes,if 
the people, freely expressed eilha through this hou,<e, 0/' in auy olhCl' cOllstilu
tional manner, cOllld in any ,,'ise tena I~ sellie any of Ihe diJiiellllirs ,,'hich c.risl in 
Ihis province, but on the conlrary, It'ollid only aggl'Ul'alc Ihcm and prulollg Iheir 
continuance. 

40. Resolved, That this HOllse e.rpeclsfrom Ihe justice of the pm'/iamenl oflhe 
United Kingdom, that no measllre of the natllre aforemid, fOllnded on the false 1'e
presenlatiuns of the leg;"lalit'e ('u1lncll and of the members and lools of the colo
nial adminislration, all interested in perpetualing eXisling abuses, "'ill be adopted 
to Ihe pI'ejudice of tlte rights, liberlies alld ,,'e(fare of tlte people of Ihis pl'Ol'ince; 
but that on the contral'y ,. the Imp.rial Legi,l'ialllre "til COlliI'/.ll 1I'ilh Ihe "'ishes of 
the people and 'If Ihis house, and will prol,ide Ihe 1II0si effeclual "cmedy J~r all 
evils present andfulure, either by rendaing the legislalive lOlIncil eledil.r, in Ihe 
manner mentioned in the Address of Ihis house 10 his mosl .oraciolls Jh(i,·.lly, of 
the 20lh lIlarch 1833, or by enabling Ihe people 10 e:rpl't.>s still more directly their 
opinions as to the measures to be adopted in thai behalf, and n'ilh "(9(11'£1 10 "",ch 
other modifications of the constilution as /llPn·ant.· oflhe peuple (/nd the inlanl of 
his lIlajesty's governmenl in the province may require, und Ihat this IWlI"e perse
veres in Ihe saiel Address. 

41. Resolved, That his Majesty's secretary of stale for 1\". ('oloniJI deparlment 
bas acknowledged in his despatcbes, that it bas frequently heen admillc<i that Ihe 
people of Canada ougbt to see nothing in Ibe institutions of tk' nci~i,bouring 
slates wbicb they could regard with envy, and Ibat he has yet 10 learn Ihat any 
such feeling now exists among his Majesty's subjects in t:anada: 10 which Ibis 
bouse answers, tbat tbe neigbbouring States have a form of governl1lrut \"ery fit 
to prevent abuses of power, and very effective in repressin~ them; Ihat the reverse 
of tbis order of things has always prevailed in Canada under tile present form of 
government; that there exists in tbe neigbbouring Stales a stronger and more ge
neral attacbment to tbe natiollal institutions than in any olber counlry, and I hat 
there ex isis also in tbose Slates a guaranlee for the progressi1e advance or their 
political institutions towards perfection, in the revision of the same at sborl and 
determlnale intervals, by conventions of lhe people, in order thaI they may, with
oUlany sbockor violence, be adapted to the actual slate of Ihiilgs. 

42, Resolved, Tbat it was ~n consequence of a correct i.:ea or Ihe slate of the 
country and of society generally in America, Ihat the cornmillee of the House of 
Commons asked, whether lhere was not in lhe two Canadas a growing inclination 
to see tbe instilutions become more and more popular, and in that respecl more 
and more like tbose of the United Stales; and Ibat John Neilson, Esq., one of Ihe 
agents sent from this counlry, answered, that tbe fondness I"r popular institntions 
had made great progress in tbe two Canadas; and tbat Ihe same agent was nsked, 
wbether he did not tbink that it would be wise that the object of eycry cbange 
made in the institutions of tbe province should be 10 comply more and more witb 
the wishes of the people, and to render the said inslilutions extremely popular: to 
which question this bouse, for and in the name of the people whom it reprrsenls, 
answers, solemnly and deliberalely, , Yes, it would be wise; it would be "",,,lIent.' 

43. ReSOlved, That the conslitution and form or go~ernment which \\ ould best 
suit this colony are not to be sougbt solely in Ihe analogies oITcred by the institu
tions of Great Britain, wbere tbe state of society is a\!ogelher diO'erellt rrom our 
own; and that it would be wise to turn to profiL by tbe informalio" to lie gained 
by observing the effects produced by the diITerent and infinitely "aried conslilu
tiona wbich tbe kings and parliament of England have granted to tbe several 
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plantations and colonies in America, and by studying tbe way in wbicb virluous 
and enligbtened men bave modified sucb colonial institutions, wben it could be 
done wilb tbe assent of the parties interested. 

44. Resolved, That the unanimous consent with wbich all the American states 
bave adopted and extended the elective system, shows that it is adapted to the 
wisbes, manners, and social state of the inhabitants of this continent; that Ihis 
system prevails equally among those of British ami those of Spanish origin, although 
the latter, durin~ the continuance of their colonial state had heen under the cala
mitous yoke of ignorance and absolutism; and that we do not hesitate to ask from a 
prince of the house of Brunswick, and a reformed parliament, all the freedom and 
political powers which the princes of the House of Stuart and their parliament 
granted to the most favoured of the plantations formed at a period when such 
grants must have been less favourahly regarded than they would now he. 

4:;. Resolved, That it was not the uest and most feee systems of colonial go
vernment which tended most to hasten the independence of the old English colo
nics; since the prOl inee of New York, in which the institutions were most 
monarchkal in the 'eDse which tbat word appears to bear in the despatch of 
the colonial sccretary, '"'' Itlc first to refuse ouetlience to an act of tbe Parlia
ment or Orcat Britain: and tbat the colonies'll' Connecticut and Rhode Island, 
wbich, though closely anti afTectionately connected with the mother country fOl' a 
long course of years, enjoyed constitutions purely democratic, were the last to enter 
into a conrederat ion rentlcretl necessary by the conduct of bad servants of the 
Crown, who calletl in the supreme aUlhority of tbe parliament and the British 
constitution to aitl them to govern arbitrarily, listening ratber to the governors 
and tbeir advisers than 10 the people and their representatives, and shielding with 
thcir protection 11"'5" who consumed the taxes rather tban those" ho paid them. 

46. ltc;,,\n-J, That witb a liew to the introduction of whatever the institutions 
of the neighbouring Stales of Ie red that was guod and appiicaule to the state or the 
IlrOYlOl:C, lhis hOllS\.' had among other measul'e~ l)ll~s('d tluring many ),ears, a bill 
founded on the prLll';\Jil' of 1"'''I",rtiullill~ arithllletically the numher of represen
tatives to tbe populace or each place represented: and that if, by the pressure of 
cirCIIllbtanr,'; and t:1C urgent necessity which ni;tc,1 that the number of repre
sentatives shoultl be innraseti, it has been eflllll,,'I'etl to "»cnt to amendmcnts 
whicil ,'iolate that principle, by giving to couuties containing a popUlation of little 
more than .j ,000 souls, the same number of representatives as to several others 
of which lhe popUlation is five tim;,s as great, this disproportion is, in the opinion 
of this house, an act of ill.i"'llr'e, for which it ougbt to seek a remedy: and lhat 
in new countries \\ i:.'re the popUlation increases rapitlly, and tends to neate lIew 
settlements, i' is wise and etluitaulc Ihat by a frequcnt and periodical census, such 
increase anti tbe manner ill which it is tlistributed sbould be ascertained, ,princi
pally for tbe purpose of seliling the representation of tbe pl'Ovince on an equilaiJle 
basis. 

47. Resolved, That the fidelity of the people and tbe protection of tbe govern
ment are co-relative obligations, 01' wbich the one cannot long subsist wilbout the 
otber; that by reason of tbe defects which exist in the laws and consl itution of tbis 
province, and of the manner in' which those laws and tbat constitution bave been ad
ministered, the people of tbis prol'ince are nol sumciently protected in tbeir lives, 
their property, and their honour; and that the long ,,'ries of acts of injuslice and 
oppression of wbich they have to complain, have increased witb alarming rapidity 
in violence and in number under tbe present administration. 

48. Resolved, ThaI in the midst of these disorders and sufferings, this house 
and the people whom it represents, bad alwals cherished tbe hope and expressed 
their faith tbat his Majcsty's govemment in England did not knowingly and wil
fully participate in the political immorality of its colonial agents and officers; and 
tbat it is wilh astonishment and grief tbat they have seen in the extract from the 
~espatcbes of the colonial secretary, communicated to this house by the governor
ill-chief, during the presenlsession, tbat oneat least of the memhers of bis Majesty's 
govemment e.ntertains towards them feeliDgS of prejudice and animosity. and in-
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clines to favour ~lans of oppre~sion and revenge, ill adapted to change a system of 
abuses, the contmuance of whIch would altogether discourage the people, extin
guish i? them the legitimate hope of happiness which, as British subjects, they 
entertamed, and would leave them only the hard alternatiVe of submittina to an 
ignominious hondage, or of seeing those ties endangered which unite the; to the 
mother country. 

49. Resolved, That this house and the people, whom it represents, do uot wish 
or intend to convey any threat; hut that, relying, as they do, upon the prinCiples 
of law and justice, they are, and ougbt to he, politically strong enouah not to be 
exposed to receive insult from any man whomsoever, or bound t; suffer it in 
silence, that tbe style of the said extracts from the despatches of the colonial secre

·tary, as communicated to this house, is insulting and inconsiderate to such a 
degree that 110 legally constituted body, although its functions were infinitely sub
ordinate to those of legislation, could or ought to tolerate them; that no similar 
example can he found, even in the despatches of those of his predecessors in olice 
least favourable to the rights of the colonies; thatlhe tenor of the said despatches i~ 
incompaliblewith the rights and privileges oflbis bouse, "bich ought 110tto be called 
in question or defined by the colonial secretary, but which, as occasion may require, 
will be successively promulgated and enforced by this bouse. 

50. Resolved, That with regard to the following expressions in one of the said 
despatches,. ' Should events unhappily force "pon parlin-ment tbe exercise of its 
supreme authority, to compose the internal dissensions uf the colonies, it would be 
my object and my dUll', as a servant of tbe crown, to snbmit to parliament such 
modifications of the charter of tbe Canadas as should tend, not to tbe introduction 
of institutions consistent with monarcbical government, but to maintaining and 
strengthening the connexion with the mother country, by a close adherence to the 
spirit of the British constitUtion, and by preserving in their proper place and 
witbin their due limits the mutual rights and privileges of all classes of bis 1I1a
jesty's subjects ;'-if they are to he understood as containing a threat to introduce 
into the constitution any other modifications tban such as are asked for by the 
majority of tbe people of this province, whose sentiments cannot be legitImately 
expressed by any other authority tban its representatives, this house would esteem 
itself wanting in candour to the people of England, if it hesitated to call their at
tention to the fact, that in less Ihan twenty years tbe population of the United 
States 01 America will be as great or greater than tbat of Great Britain, and that 
of British America will be as great or greater than tbat of the former Englisb 
colonies was when the laller deemed that the time was come to decide tbat the 
inappreciable advantage of governing themselves instead of being governed, ougbt 
to engage them to repudiate a system of colonial government which was, generally 
speaking, much better than that of British· America now is. 

51. Resolvcd, Tbat the approbation expressed by the colonial secretary, in his 
said despatch, of the present composition of the legislative council, whose acts, 
since its pretended reform, have been marl,cd by party spirit and by invidious 
national distinelions and preferences, is a subject in general of just alarm to his 
Majesty's Canadian SUbjects in general, and more particularly to the great majority 
of them, who have no\ yielded at any time to any other class of the inhabitants 
of tbis province in their attachment to his lI'l(ljesty's government, in their love of 
peace and order, in respect for the laws, and in theil' wish to effect that union 
among the whole people whicb is so much to be desired, to the end that all may 
enjoy freely and equally the rights and advantages of British subjects, and of the 
institutions wbich have been guaranteed to and are dear to the country; that the 
distinctions and preferences aforesaid have almost conslanlly been used and taken 
advantage of by the colonial administration of this prol'ince, and the majority of the 
legislative councillors, executive councillors, judges, and other functionaries de
pendent upon it; and that nothing but the spirit of the union among the several 
classes of the people, and their conviction that their interests are the same, could 
have prevented collisions incompatible wilh tbe prosperity and safety of the pro
vince; 
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52, Resolved, That since a circumstance, which did nol depend upon the choice 
of the majority of the people, their "'rench origin and their use of the French 
language, has been made by the colonial authorities a pretext for abuse, for exclu
sion, for political inferiority, for a separation of rights and interests; this house 
now appeals to the justice of his Majesty's government and of parliament, and to 
the honour of the people of England; that the majority of the inhabitants of this 
counlry are in nowise disposed to repudiate any of the advantages tbey derive from 
their origin and from their descent from the French nation, which, with regard to 
the pr()~re.;s, of which it has been the cause, in civilization, in tbe sciences, in 
letters, and in tbe arts, ha~ never been behind the Britisb nation, and is now tbe 
worlhy rival of the latter in tbe advancement of tbe cause of liberty and of the 
science of government; from whicb this country derives the greater portion of its 
dvil and ecclesiastical law, and of its scholastic and charitable institutions, and of 
the religion, language, babits, manners, and customs of tbe great majority of its 
inhabitants, 

53, Resolved, That our fellow-subjects of British origin, in this province, came 
to settle tbemselves in a country, 'the inhabitants whereof, professing the religion 
of tbe church of Rome, enjo~ed an established form of constitution and system of 
laws, by which their persons and their property had been protected, governed, 
and ordered during a long series of yeal's, from tbe first establisbment of the pro
vince of Canada; , that prompted by tbese considerations and guided by the rules 
of justice and of tbe law or nations, the British parliament enacted that, 'in all 
matters or controversy, relati\e to property and civil rights, resort should be had 
to the laws of Canada;' that when parliament arterwards departed from tbe prin
ciple thus recognis,'d, firstly, by the introduction of tbe Englisb criminal law, and 
afterwards by that of tbe representative system, with all the constitution and par
liamentary law necessary to its perfect action, it did so in conformity to the suffi
cienlly expressed wish or tbe Canadian people; and that every attempt on tbe part 
of public functionaries or of other persons (who on coming to seUle in the province, 
made their condition their own voluntary act) against the existence of aoy portion 
of the laws and institut;"", peculial' to the country, and any preponderance,given 
to sucb persons in tbe legislative and executh·e councils, in the courts of law, or 
in otber departments, are contrary to tbe engagements of the British parliament, 
and Lo the rights guaranteed to his Majesty's Canadian subjects, on tbe faith of 
tbe national honour of England on that of capitulations and treaties, 

:).1. Resolved, That any combination, whether effected by means of acts of the 
British parliament, obtained in contravention to its rorm erengagements, or by 
means of the partial and corrupt administration of tbe present constitution and 
system of law, would be a violati"n of those rights, and would, as long as it should 
exist, he obeyed by the people, from motives or fear and constraint, and not from 
choice and affection; that the conduct of tbe colonial administrations, and of tbeir 
agents and instruments in this colony, has, for the most part, been of a nature 
unjustly to create apprehensions as to the views of the people and government of 
the motber country, and to end[(n~er the conlldmce 'lind content of the inbabi
tants of this prov;" .. c. which can only be secured by equal laws, and by the observ
ance or equal justice, as the mle of conduct in all the departments of the govern
ment. 

55, Resolved, That whetber the number orthat class of bis l\Iajesty's subjecfs in 
tbis province, who are or British origin, he that mentioned in the said address of 
the legislative council, or whether (as tbe truth is) it amounts to less than half that 
number, the wisbes and interests or the great majority or them arc common to tbem 
and to their fellow.subjects ofI'rench origin, and spealiing the French language; 
tbat the one class love the country of tbeir birtb, the other that of their adoption; 
tbat the greater portion 01 the laUer have acknowledged the generally beneficia I 
tendency or the laws and institutions of the country, and have laboured in concert 
wyh,the former to introduce into them gradually, and by the authority of the pro
vlIlclal parliament, tbe improvements of wbich tbey bave from time to time 
appeared susceptible, and bave resisted the confusion which it'has been endeavoured 
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to introduce into them, in favour of schemes of monopoly and abuse, and tbat all 
witbout distinction wish anxiously for an impartial and protecling government. 

56. Resolved, That in addition to adminislralive and judicial abuses, wbicb bave 
bad an injurious effect upon the public welfare and confidence. attempts bave been 
?Ja~e, ~rom time, to in~uce the parlia~nenl of the United Kingdom, by decei,ing 
Its jushce and abusmg Its benevolent Intentions, to adopt measures calculated to 
bring about combinations of,the nature above-mentioned, and 10 pass acts of internal 
legislation for this province, having tbe same tendency, and with regard to which, 
the p:rople of the country had not been consulted; that, unhappily, the attempts to 
obtain tbe passing of some of these measures were successful, especially tbat of tbe 
act of tbe 6 Geo. 4, c. 59, commonly called tbe ' Tenures Ad, , the repeal of 
wbich was unanimously demanded by all classes of the people, witbout distinction 
througb tbeir representalives, a very sbort time after tbe number of tbe laller wa; 
increased; and tbat tbis house has not yet been abie to obtain from bis Majesty's 

,representative in this province, or from any otber source, any information as to 
the views of his l\Iajesty's government in England, wilb reg~rd to thc repeal of 
tbe said act. 

57, Resolved, That tbe Object of the said act was, according to the benevolent 
intentions of parliament, and as the title of tbeact sets forth, the extinction of 
feudal and seigniorial rights and dues on land beld en fiFf and it eens in tbis pro
vince, witb tbe intention of favouring tbe great body of the illhabitant~ or the 
country, and protecting them against tbe said dues, wbith were regarded as 
burdensome; but tbat the provisions of the said act, far from baving the elfect 
aforesaid, afford facilities for seigniors to become, in opposition to tbe interest of 
tbeir ce1lSiiaires, tbe absolute proprietors of tbe elltensive tracts of unconccded 
lands wbicb, by the lalV of the country, they held ollly for the benefit of tbe in
habitants tbereof, to wbom tbey were bound to concede them ill consideratif>l' of 
certain limited dues; tbat the said act, if generally acted upon, would shut out 
tbe mass of tbe permanent inhabitants of the country from tbe v'acant lands in the 
seigniories, wbile, at the same time, they bave been constantly prev'ented from 
setLIing on the waste lands of the crown on easy and liberal terms, and under a 
tenure adapted to tbe laws of the country, by the partial, secret, and vicious manner 
in whicb tbe crown land department bas been managed. and tbe provisions of the 
act aforesaid, witb regard to the laws applicable to the lands in question; and that 
the application made by certain seigniors for a cbange of tenure, under the au
thority of the said act, appear to prove tbe correctness of the v'iew tbis bouse has 
taken of its practical effect. 

58. Resolved, Tbat it was only in consequence of an erroneoU!; supposition tbat 
feudal cbarges were inberent in tbe law of this country, as far as tbe possession 
and transmission of 'real property, and the tenures recognized by tbat law, were 
concerned, that it was enacted in the said act tbat tbe lands, witb regard to which 
a change of tenure should be effected, sbould thereafter be beld under Lhe tenure of 
free and common soccage; that the seigniorial charges bave been found burden
some in certain cases, chiefly by reason of the want of adequate means of obtaining 
the interfence of tbe colonial government and of Lbe courts of law, to enforce tbe 
ancient law of tbe country in tbat bebalf, and tbat tbe provincial legislature was, 
moreover, fully competent to pass laws, providing for tbe redemption of tbe said 
charges in a manner which sbould be in accordance wiLb tbe interests of all par
ties, and for tbe introduction of the free tenures recognized by tbe laws of the 
country; tbat tbe House of Assembly bas been repeatedly occupied, and now is 
occupied, about this important subject; but tbat tbe said Tenures Act, insufficient 
of itself to effect equitably tbe purpose for "bich it was passed, is of a nature to 
embarrass and create obstacles to the effectual measures wbich the legislature of 
tbe country, with a full knowledge of tbe subject, migbt be disposed to adopt; and 
that the application thus made (to the exclusion of the pro~inciallegislature) to the 
parliament 01 the United Kingdom, wbich was far less competent to make equitable 
enactments on a subject so complicated in its nature, could only have been made 
with a view to unlawful speculations aOlI the subversion of the laws of lhe country. 
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59. Resolved, Tbat independenlly or its many otber serious imperrections, the 
said act does not appear to bave been founded on a sufficient knowledge of the 
lalVs which govern persons and property in this country, when it declares the laws 
of Great Britain to be applicable to certain incidents to real property therein enu
merated; and tbat it bas only served to augment the confusion and doubt wbich 
had prevailed in the courts of law, and in private transactions lVith regard to the 
law IVhich applied to lands previously granted in free and common soccage. 

60. Resolved, That the provision of the said act which has excited the greatest 
alarm, and which is most at variance with the rights of the people of the country, 
anr! with those of the provincial parliament, is that which enacts that lands pre
"inllsly held enfi'for en c('I/.\'i>1e shall, after a change 01 tenure shall have he en 
ellccted "ilh regard to them, be held in free and common soccage, and thereby 
become subject to the laws of Great Britain, under the several circumstances 
therein mentioned anll enumerated; that besides being insufficient in itself, this 
provision is of a n"ture to bring inlo collision, in the old settlements, at multi.,. 
plied points of contiguity, two opposite s~slems of laws, one of which is entirely 
unknown to this coulltr), in which it is impossible to carry it into effect; that 
from the feeling manifested by the colonial authorities and tbeir partisans towards 
the inhabitants of the country, the latter have just reason to fear tbat the enactment 
in question is only the prelude to tbe final subverSion, by acts of parliament of 
Great Britain, fraudulently oblained in violation of its former engagements, of the 
system of laws by wbich the persons and property of the people of thi, province 
were so long happily governed. 

61. Resolved, That the inhabitants of this country have just reason to fear that 
the claims made to the property of the seminary of SI. Sulpice, at Montreal, are 
attributable 10 the desi .. e of tbe colonial administration, and its agents and lools, 
to hasten thi, deplorable state of things; and that bis Majesty's government in 
England WOUld, by reassuring bis faithful subjects on Ihis point, dissipate tbe 
alarm felt by Ihe clcr~y, and by the wbole people without distinction, and merit 
tbeir sincere gratilude. 

62, Itl·S"lh'I. Thai il is the dilly of this house to persist in askingfor the abso
lute "'peal of the said tenures act, and 1mlif suclt repeal shall be effected, to 
propose to Ihe othe.. bmnches of Ihe pr01'inrial parliament SIlCIt measures as may 
be adapted 10 II'I'akrn the pernicious effecls of Ihe said (lc/. 

63, Th.!t this house bas learned with regret, from one of tbe said despatches of 
the colonial secretary, that his iH ajesty has been advised to interfere in a matter 
which concerns tbe privileges of Ihis bouse: that in the case there alluded to, this 
house exercised a privilege solemnl~ established by tbe House of Commons, before 
the principle on "hleh it resls beeame the law of the land; tbat this privilege is 
essential to the independence of this house, and to tbe fre(-dom of its voles and 
proceedings; Ihat the resolutions passed by this house, on Ihe 15th of February 
1831, are constitutional and well-founded, and are supported by the example of 
the commons of Hreat Britain; that tbis house has repealedly passed bills for giving 
elfect to the said principle, but lhat tbese bills failed to become law, at first from 
the obstacles opposed to them in another branch of the provincial legislature, and 
subsequently by rp,ason of the reservation of tbe last of the said bills for t be signi
fication of his l\lajesty's pleasure in England, whence it bas not yet been sent 
back; that until some bill to the same elfect shall become law, tbis house persists 
in the said resolutions; and tbat the refusal of his etcellency, tbe present governor
in-chief, to sign a writ for the election of a knigbt representative for tbe county 
of Montreal, in Ihe place of Dominique Mondelet, Esq., wbose seat had been de. 
clared vacant, is a grievance of which this house is entilled to obtain the redress, 
and one wbicb would alone bave sufficed to put an end to all intercourse between 
it and the colonial executive, if tbe circumstances of the country had not offered a 
infinite number of otber abuses and grievances against which it is urgently neces
sarJ to remonstrate. 

64. Resolved, That the claims'l1'hich have for many yeal's been set up by the 
aecutlVe government 10 that conl1'ol over and polt'er nf appropriating a great 



OF CANADA, 359 

portion of the ,'eve'llues levi~d in this province, '1I'hirh belong of "ight 10 Ihis hOllse, 
al'e c07ltrm'y to the rights and to the conslitlllion of the c01l7ltry; and that lI'itk re
gard to Ihe said claims, litis hOllsc persists in the declaralions il has hcreloJol'e made. 

65, Resolved, Tbat the said cllims of tbe Hecutil'c bave been vague and varying; 
that the documents relahve to tbe said claims, and the accounts and cstimates of 
expenses laid before tbis house bave likewise been varying and irregular, and in
sufficient 10 enable Ihis bouse to proceed with a full understanding of tbe subject 
or tbe matters 10 whIch tbey related; that important heads of the public revenue 
of tbe province, collected either under thc provisions of Ihe la" or under arbitrary 
regulalions made by the executive, haye been omitted in Ihe said accounts; Ihat 
numerous items bave heen paid out of the public revenue wilhout tbe authority of 
this house, or any acknowledgment orits conlrol nYcr them, as salaries for sinecure 
offices, wbich ar~ not recognized by this house, aOlI even for olber obJecls for wbicb, 
after mature deliberation, it bad not deemed it expedient to appropriate any por
tion of tbe public revenue: and tbat no accounts of tbe sums so expended have 
been laid before this house, 

66. Resolved, That the e:reClllive gOl'ernmeflt has ene/eal'ollred, by means of the 
arbitrary regulations af01'esaid, and pa,.ticlIlarly by the sale of the waste lrtnds 
of the CI'oll'n, and of the limber on the same, to c/'Cale for itself out of the 
reVel/lie n,hick this hOllse only has tile Tight of appropriali7l,q, resources indepen
dl!11t of the cont,.ol of Ihe rep"escliialiccs of the people; and Ihat the reslIlt has 
been a diminutio" of the Il'holesome injillence 71'hick the people have constilutionally 
the right of exercising over Ihe admini''/mtive bmnclt of the gOI'el'llmenl, and 
over the spirit and te7ldenry of ils mea"w'es. 

67, Resolved, That this bouse having, from time to time, with a view to proceed 
by bill, 10 restore regularity to the financial Sl'stem or tbe province, and to provide 
for the expenses of the administration of justice and of his Majesly's civil government 
tberein, asked the provincial government by address for divers documents and ac
counts relating to financial matters, and to abuses connected with them, bas met 
witb repeated refusals, more especially during the present session and the pt:;J
ceding one; that divers subordinate public funclionaries, summoned to appear 
before committees oflbis bouse to give information on the said subject, haVE refused 
do so in pursuance of the said claim set lip by the provincial administrations 10 witb
draw a large portion of the public income and expenditure from the controi and 
even from the knowledge of Ihis house; that during tbe present session one of tbe 
said subordinate functionaries of Ihe executive being called upon to produce tbe 
originals of sundry registers of warrants and reports, whicb it was important to 
tbis house to cause to be examined, insisted on being present at the deliberations 
of tbe committee appointed by tbe house for that purpose; and thatlhe bead of tbe 
administration being informed of the fact, refrained from interfering, althougb in 
conformity to parliamenlary usage, Ihis house had pledged itself that the said do
cuments should be returned, and althougb tbe governor-in-cbief had himself pro
mised communication of them. 

68, Resolved, That the result of tbe secret and unlawful distribution of a large 
portion of the publiC revenue of Ibe province bas been, that ~he executive govern
ment bas always, except with regard to appropriations for objects of a local nature, 
considered itself bound to account for the public money to the lords commissioners 

·01' tbe treasury in England, and not to this bouse, nor according to its Yotes, or 
even in conformity to the laws passed by the provincial legislature; and tbat tbe 
accounts and statements laid before tbis bouse from lime to lime have neyer as
sumed tbe sbape of a regular system of balanced accounts, but have been drawn up, 
one after anotber, with sucb alteralions and irregularities as it pleased the admi
nistration of" tbe day to introduce into them, from the accounts kept witb tbe lords 
of the treasury, in wbich the whole public money received was included, as well 
as all tbe items of expenditure, whetber authorized or unauthorized by the provincial 
legislature, 

69, Resolved, That tbe pretensions and abuses aforesaid bave taken away from 
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this house even the shadow of control over the public revenue of the province, and 
have rendered it impossible for it to ascertain at any lime the amount of revenue 
culledp;!, the disposable amount of the same, and tbe sums required for the public 
ser-,irl' : and tbat the bouse baving during many years passed bills, of which tbe 
models are to be found in the statute-book of Great Britain, to establish a regular 
SYS"'" of accountability and responsibility in the department connected witb tbe 
['ccpii': and expenditure of tbe revenue; tbese bills have failed in tbe legislative 
council. 

70. Resolved, That since tbe last session of the provincial parliament, the 
governor-in-chief of this province, and the members of bis executive government, 
rel)'ing cn the pretensions above-mentioned, bave, without any lawful autbority, 
pai<llarge sums out of tbe public revenue, subject to tbe control of tbis bouse; and 
that the said sums wpre dil'ided according to their pleasure, and even in contra
diction to tbe \ot,,; of this house, as incorporated in tbe supply bill passed by it 
during the last sessiun, and rejected by the legislative council. 

71. H(';o\,,'<I, that this house will hold responsible for all monies wbicb bave 
bl'l':I. or may hereafter he paid, otberwise than under the authority of an act of the 
legislature, or upon an address of tbis housc, out of the public revenue of the 
province, all tbose who may hdve authorized sucb payments, or partiCipated tberein, 
until tllc,oid sums shall have been reimbursed, or a bill or bills of indemnity freely 
passed hy this h",;", shall have become law. 

7·!. Itl',,,\wJ, That the course adopted by this house in tbe supply bill, passed 
during the 1.<1 sessiun, of altaching certain condilions to certain votes, for tbe pur
pose 01' pre\'entin~ the accumulation of incompatible offices in the same persons, 
and uf ohtaining the redress of certain abuses and grievances, is wise and constitu
tio",", and has frequently been adopted by the House of Commons, under analogous 
cifCill"stances: and that if the Commons of England do not now so frequently recur 
to it, it is because they hale bappily obtained tbe entire control of tbe rel'enuc 
01' the nation, and because respect shewn to their opinions witb regard to tbe 
redress of grievances and abuses, by the otber constituted authorities, has regnlated 
the \VUI hill~ of the cOllstitution in a manner equally adapted 10 give stability to bis 
II/aj"sty', govcrnment, and to protect tbe interests of tbe people. 

n. HI·;olled, Tbat it was anciently tbe practice of tbe House of Commons to 
withhold supplies until grievances were redressed; and tbat in following this course 
in tl", present conjlln('ture, we are warranted in our proceeding, as well by the 
most a\'p'",,'d I'1'I""'IIi'n!s, as by tbe spirit of the constitution itself. 

7-1. Il''',,,II,'d, That if hereafter, when tbe redress of all grievances and abuses 
sball have been eilertI'd, this hOllse shall deem it fit and expedient to grant supplies, 
it ou~bt not to do so otherwise than in tbe rnanner mentioned in its fiftb and sixth 
resolutions 01' thc 16th Marcb 1833, and by appropriating by its votes in an espe
cial manner, and in the order in wllicb tbey are enumerated in tbe said resolutions, 
the full amount of tbosc heads of revenue, to the rigbt of appropriating wbich 
claims have been set up by tbe execuli ve government. 

7 ;,. Resolved, That tbe number of tbe inhabitants of tbe country being about 
600.000, tbose of French origin are about 525,000, and tbose of Britisb or other 
origin 7;',000; and that the establishment of tbe civil government of Lower Ca
nada fur tbe !ear 1832, according to tbe yearly returns made by tbe provinCial 
adminislration, for tbe information of tbe Britisb parliament, contained tbe names 
of 157 officers and others receiving salaries, wbo are apparently of Britisb or foreign 
origin, and tbe names of 47 wbo are apparently natives of tbe conntry, of French 
origin: that this statement does not exbibit the wbole disproportion wbicb exists 
in the distribution of the public money and power, tbe latter class being for tbe 
most part appointed to the inferior and less lucrative offices, and most frequently 
only obtaining even these by becoming tbe dependants oUbose who hold tbe bigher 
?nrl mor.e luc"ative offices; tb~t tb~ accumulation of many of the best paid and most 
~nflllc~tlal, and at the same lime ,"compatible offices, in the same person, wbich 
IS forbIdden by the laws and by sound policy, exists especially for the benefitoftbe 
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former class; and that two-thirds of the persons included in the last commission 
of the p~ace issued in the province are apparently of British or foreign origin, and 
one-tbird only of French origin. 

~6 .. Resolve~, Tbat tbis partial and abusive practice of bestowing the great 
majority of official places in the province on those only who are least connected with 
its permanent interests, and with the mass of its inhabitants, bad been most espe
cially remarkable in the judicial department, the judges Cor Ihe Ihree great districts 
baving, with the exception or one only in eacb, been systematically chosen from tbat 
class. of persons, wbo, being born out of tbe country, are the least versed in its laws, 
and 10 tbe language and usages of the majority oC its inhabitants; tbat tbe result of 
tbeir intermeddling in tbe politics of the country, of their connexion with the mem
bers of tbe Colonial administration, and of tbeir prejudices in favour of in~litulions 
foreign to and at variance witb those of tbe country, is that the majority of the said 
judges have introduced great irregularity into tbe general system of our jurispru
dence, by neglecting to ground tbeir decisions on ils recognised principles; and tbat 
tbe claim laid by tbe said judges to Ihe pO\\'er of regulating the forms of legal 
proceedings in a manner contrary to the laws, and wilhout the interCerence of tbe 
legislature, bas frequently been extended to the fundamental rul,', of tbe law and 
of practice; and that in" consequence of the same system, the administration of tbe 
criminal law is partial and uncertain, and such as to afford but little protection to 
tbe subject, and bas failed to inspire that confidence wbich ought to be its insepa. 
rable companion. 

77. Resolved, That in consequence of their connection with the members of 
the provincial administrations, and of their antipatby to the country, some of tbe 
said judges have, in \"iolation of the laws, attempteJ to abolish tbe use in the courts 
of law of tbe language spoken by the majority of tbe inhabitants of tbe country, 
which is necessary to the free action of tile laws, and forms a portion of tbe usages 
guaranteed to tbem in the most solemn manner by the law of nations and by tbe 
statutes of the Hritisb Parliament. 

78. Resolved, That some of the said judges, tbrougb partiality for political pur
poses, and in \"iolation of tbe criminal law of England as established in tbis 
country, oftbeir duty, and their oatb, ba\e connived "ith divers law officers oCtbe 
crown, acting in tbe interest of the provincial administration, to allow tbe latter to 
engross and monopolize all criminal prosecutions of what nature soever, without 
allowing the private prosecutor to intervene or be heard, 01' any advocate to express 
his opinion amicus curill!, wben the Crown officers opposed it; that i:} consequence 
of this, numerous prosecutions of a political nature have heen brought into the 
courts of law by the Crown officers against those" hose opinions were unfavourable 
to the administration for tbe time being; wbile it was impossible for tbe vcry nu
merous class of his Majesty's subjects to wbich the latter belonged to commence 
witb the sligbtest confidence any prosecution ,,~ainst those wbo, being protected 
by tbe administration, and having countenanced its acts of "iolence, bad been 
guilty of crimes or misdemeanors; tbat th'e tribunal aforesaid have, as far as tbe 
persons composing them are concerned, undergone no modification wbatever, and 
inspire tIle same fears for the future. 

79. Resolved, That tbis bouse, .as representing the people of tbis province, 
possesses of right, and has exercised witbin this province wbeI\ occasion bas re
quired it, all the powers, privileges, and immunities claimed and possessed by tbe 
Commons house of Parliament in tbe kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

80. Resolved, Tbat it is one of the undoubted privileges of this house to send 
for all persons, papers, and records, and to command the attendance of all persons, 
civil or military, resident witbin tbe province, as witnesses in all inyestigations 
which tbis house may deem it expedient to institute; and to require such witnesses 
to produce all papers and records in their keeping, whenever it sball deem it con-
ducive to the public good to do so. :' 

81. ReSOlved, That as at the grand inquest of tbe province, it is tbe duty of 
tbis house to inquire concerning all grievances, and all circumstances wbich may 
endanger the general welfare of the .inhabitants of the prOVince, or be of Ii 
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nnture to excite alarm in them with regard to their lives, their liberty, and their 
proprrty, to Ihe. end that such representations may he made to our most 
gr:lcious S"".eI'''; '!I , (':' such 1e;'i.I"live measures introduced, as may lead to the 
rcdress of :""'Ii ;';"i:", ;,Ilrc:;, or tend to allay such alarm; and that far from having a 
right to ir.;p"';' tile r~erci5e of these rights ami privileges, the governor-in-chief is 
depute(1 hy his :'""vcrrign, is invested wilh grrat powers, and receives a large salary, 
as mech for defending the riohls of the "iI),,'ri and facilitating the p,xercise of the 
pril i!"~"'; Ihis house aDd of all constituted bodies, as for maintaining the prero
e:1 1i\('S or the crO',YII. 

, 82. ',{c'sol",d, That since the commencement of ,the present session, a great 
nll''':'''I' of p"Ii:i"~'; re:"Iill; 10 Ihe infinite v"ricty of objects connected with the 
pnhli(' wrlfnre, htlve IJ"I'TI !IJ (''34'111 I'd :111:lis hou:-ie, and many messages ann important 
COnlllL!Jilrati IllS rej'ri, pJ !,~ It, iHdh from his IHajeqy's government in England and 
from hi, ,,1"ji's'l" Piol,ucial g."crnment; that many bills have been introduced 
in this house, end many imp,;:'["nt inquiries ordcred by it, in several of which the 
governor-in-chier is pl'rsun,lll, and /i,'eply ilr.piicated: that the said petitions from 
otT (,OIJS!i!l(l'n!"'., the p~'I'P:C of ;:11 parls I,r Llli:") province; the said communications 
from his ~,L, jeSi) 's gll':";I1mcnt in Englnnrl and rrom the provincial go,'ernment; 
til" said hills ;~If(l1dy in:rodllcrd 01' in PI'II~)(\ralion; the said inquiries eommenced 
iII,'1 illirndl>;]I" be , i~i'!'iI'll l"'",,";,II'J, Ilia) ,~;Id must necessitate tbe prescnce of 
1l1I1" 'I"'IIS wi:llesscs, ti;,' 1',,,duClioll or numerous papcrs, the employment of 
1!t!1I1i'r')I!~ r)(,1 hs, r;lI'~';t'ng('rs. and assistants, and murh printing, and lead to in
cl'ilai,> "1111 ':,Iily di;i;;IIS,'llIl'llts, forming thc contingent expenses oftbis bouse. 

83. Rcsohcd, That from the ye"r 1792 to the present, advances had constantly 
been madc to Inr ~~ these r"'pCIE,"S, on addresses similar to that presented this 
year hy Ihis hn",-,I, I" the gCI<'l'Illlr ill-liliel', according to tbe practice adopted by 
tbc House of Commons; Ihat an address of this kim\ is the most solemn vote of 
('cedit which this Ii",,,· can P"ss, and 11,,,1_ almostlhe whole amount of the sum 
e\ceeding :!77,OOO/. hag been "d,;lIlll',j on such ,utes by the predecessors of his 
rVl'lll'nry Ihe goyerllor-ill-ehief. and by bimself(as be acknowledges byhis message 
on I!ll' 181h J"nu"ry 1834), ", i'h"tll any risk having ever been incurred by any 
olher ~:ovcrn":' on acr'ount of any such advance, a\though several of tbem have had 
dilI'erc'nces, atlended by I i01,'nrp and injustice on Iheir part, with the house of 
assembly, and "i!llnnl their "I'prebentling Ihat the tben next parliament would not 
be disposed to m,lke good the engagements of the house of assembly for the time 
being; and Ih"l Ibis 1'(';\.,,,1 of the i;overnor-in-chief, in the present instance, es
sentialJy illll,,'d," l!i .. di;pillrit of the business for which the parliament was called 
together, is derogatory to the righls and honour of this house, and forms another 
grieva~ce for" bidl the present "dminislration of this province is responsible. 

8~. Resolved, That besides the ~ril'\'allci'S and abuses liefore-mentioned, there 
exist in this pr".,.inr .. a great number of 011,,'1"; (3 p"rt of which existed before the 
commencement of the prescnt administration, which has maintained them, and is 
tbe aUlhor or a portion of them), with reg"rd to which tbis house reserves to itself 
the right of complaining and demanding reparation, and the number of ,vhich is 
too great to allow of their being enumerated here: that this house points out as 
among that number. 

Istly. The vi~ious l'omposition and the irresponsihility of the e'lecutive counCil, 
the members of which are at the snme time. judges of the court of appeals, and the 
secresy with which not only tbe functions, but even the names of the members of 
that pody bave been kept ('rom the knowledge of this house, when inquiries have 
been instituted by it on the suhjpct. 

2dly. The exorbitant fees illegally exacted in certain of the publie offices, and 
in others connecied with the judicial department, under regulations made by the 
executive conncil, by the judges, and by other functionaries usurping the powers of 
the legislature. 

3dly, The practice of illegally calling upon the judges to give their opinions 
secretly on questions which may be afterwards puhlicly and contradictorily argued 
hefore them; and tbe opinions themselves so given by tbe said judges, as political 
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partizans, in opposition to the laws, but in favour of the administration for the time 
being. 

4tbly. Tbe cumulation of public places and offices in the same person" and 
tbe efforts made by a number of families connected with the administrati(," to per
petuate tbi~ st~te of things.for their own advantage, and for the sake of domineering 
for ever, w~tb mterested views and in the spirit of party, over tbe people and their 
representatlvrs. 

5tbly. The intermeddling of memhers of the Ic~islative coundls in the elections 
of the representatiYcs of the people, for the purpose of influencin~ an.l controlling 
tbem by force, and the selection frequently made of returning officer; for the pur
pose of securing tbe same partial and corrupt ends; the interference of the p"e,ent 
governor - in-clJief himself in the said elections: bis approval of the intermeddling 
of the said legislative councillors in the said elections; the pa:':i"lity wilb whicb 
be intervened in the judicial proceedings connected with the ~aitl elections, for the 
purpose of inlluencing the said proceeding in a manner favourable to Ihe military 
power, and contrary to the independence or the judicial power; and tbe applause 
which, as commander or the forces, he bestowed upon the sanguinary execulion or 
tbe citizens by tbe soldiery. 

6thly. The interference of the armed military fnlT~ at such elections, through 
which tbree peaceable citizens, wbose exertions were necessary to the support of 
their families, and who were stranger~ to the agitation of the cl.'('tion, were shot 
dead in the streets; the applause bestowed by the gOl"crnor-in-chiefand commanrler 
or the forces on the authors of this sanguinary military execution (who had not been 
acquitted by a petty jury), for tbe firmness and discipline displayeduy them on that 
occasion. 

7lhly. The various faulty and partial systems which h.we Il('cn follower! ever 
since the passing of the constitutional act, with regard to the management of I.hc waste 
lands in this province, and have' rendered it impossible for the great majority or 
tbe people or the country In settle on the said laads; Iile fraudulent and i11t'.~al 
manner in wbich, ('unlrary to his ~Iajesly's instructions, gowrnors, legi-Iatjl'f' and 
executive councillors, judges, and subordinate officers bave appropriated to them
selves large tracts of the said lalld,; the monopoly of an e~teIl5i\e por;i.,n of the 
said lands in the hands of speculators residing in England, with which the province 
is now tbreatened ; and the alarm generally felt t1,"rein with rr~ard to tbe alleged 
participation or bis Majesty's government in this scbeme, without its baving dei~ned 
to re-assure his faithful snbjects on this head, or to reply to tbe humble address to 
bis Majesty adopted by tbis house during the Inst session. 

Sthly. The increase of the expenses of the government without Ihe au!itority 
of the legislature, and the disproportion of the salaries paid to public fuwti,Htnril's 
to tbe services performed by them, to the rent or reill properly, anti to the ordinary 
income commanded by the exertions or persons possessing talent, indllstr~', (lnd 
economy, equal to or greater than those or the said functiunaries. 

9tbly. The want of all recourse in the courts of law 011 the part of those who 
have just and legal claims on the government. 

lOthly. The too frequent reservation of bills for the signification or his "a
jesty's pleasure, and the neglect of tbe Colonial Office to consider sneh bills, a 
great number of whicb have never been sent back to the province, and some of 
wbich have even been returned so late that doubts may he enter!ained as to the 
validity of the sanction given to them; a circumstance which has introduced irre
gularity and uncertainty into tbe legislation or tbe province, aDd is felt by this 
house as an impediment to tbe re-introduction of the bills reserved during tbe then 
pre~eding 8essions. 

llthly. The neglect on tbe part or tbe Colonial Office to give any answer to 
certain addresses transmitted by this house on important subjects; the practice fol
lowed by the administration of communicating in an incomplete manner, and by 
extracts, and fl'equently without giving their 4ates, the despatch.es receive,Hrom 
time to time on subjects wbich bave engaged the attention of th,s house; and the 
too frequent references to tbe opinion of his Majesty's ministers in England, on 
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tbe part of tbe provincial administration, upon points wbicb it is in their power 
and within tbeir province to decide. 

12tbly. The unjust retention of tbe college at Quebec, whicb forms part of 
tbe estates of the late Order of Jesuits, and which from a college bas been trans
formpd into a barrack for soldiers; tbe renewal of the lease of a considerable por
lion of the same estates, by the provincial exerutive, in favour of a member of the 
Irgi,!atil'c council, since tbose estates were returned to tbe legislature, and in 
opposition to tbe prayer of tbis bouse, and to tbe known WIShes of a great num
ber of his l\lajesty's suhjel'ts, to obtain lands tberc and to settle on them; and the 
refusal of tbe said e\l'('lltil'e to communicate tbe said lease, and otber information 
on tbe subjects, to this house. 

13th!y. Tbe obstacles unjustly opposed by the executive, friendly to abuses 
and to ignorance, to the establishment of colleges endowed by virtuous and disin
terested men, for the purpose of me'eting tbe growing desire of tbe people for tbe 
careful education of their children.' 

Hthly. The refusal of justice "ich regard to the accusations brought by tbis 
bouse, in the name of the people, against judges for nagrantacts of malversation, 
and for ignorance and violation of the law. 

15thly, The refusals on the part of the governors, and more especially of the 
present governor-in-thief, to communicate to this bouse the infurmation asked for 
by it frolll time to time, and whicb it bad a right to obtain, on a great number of 
subjects connected witb tbe public business of the province, 

16thl,.. The refusal of his 'lajesty's Government to rcimlJllrse 10 tbe province 
tbe amount for which the late receiver-general was a defaulter, "ntl its neglect 10 
enforce the recourse "hid, tbe province was entitled to against tbe property and 
person of the late receiver-general. 

85. ){csolved, That the fact5 mentioned in the fore~"in~ resolutions, demon
strate that the laws anti constitutions of tbe province bave not, at any period, been 
ndnlinistered in a manner more contrary to the interests of his Majesty's govern
ment, and to the ri~hls of the people of this province, than under the present ad
minislrution, and render it necessary that bis Excellency ~Iatthew Lord Aylmer, of 
Ba!.ath, tbe present governor-in-chief of this provinc~, be formally accused by 
this house of having, while acting as governor, in contradiction to the wisbes of 
tbe Imperial Parliament, and to tbe instructions be may h;n r received, and against 
tbe honour anti dignity of the crown, and the rigbts and privileges of this house and 
the people whum it lqlr!',enls, so recomposed tbe legislalill' council as to augment 
the dissensions which rend this colony; of having seriously impeded tbe lahours 
of tbis house, acting as the grand inquest of tbe country; of having disJlosed of 
the public revenue of tbe province, against the consent of the representatives of 
the people and in violation of the law and constitution; of having maintained 
existing abuses, and created new ones; of having refused to sign a writ for the 
election of a representative to fill a vacancy wbicll lwei h;qlpened in this house, 
and to complete tbe number of representatives established by law for tbis pro
vince; and tbat this house expects from the honour, patriotism, and justice of the 
reformed Parliament of the United Kingdom, tbat the Commons of the said par
liament will bring impeacbments, and" ill support such impeachments hefore the 
House of Lords against the said Matthew Lord Aylmer, for his illegal, uDjuSt, and 
unconstitutional administration of the government of tbis province; and against 

• To illustrale the malignant spirit inherent in the party there ouly needed this accusa
tion, ~~r, M'Gill, a respeelab!e residpnt, on his demise some years ago, left £10,000, 
wherewith to endow a college for the pnrpose of education, to be ral!td after him. The 
heir-at· law and executor, one of the clique. refused to part with the flluds, and disputed 
the will. After heing ,worsted in the Colonial courts, it,was carripd by a~peal to London, 
and ultllnately the declslOli 01 the courts III Canada confirmed, by which the bequest, with 
intere!'t, now amounting to more than £21,000, is ordered to be applied according to thE:' 
testator's will, \\' c shall merely Htate that Viger prosecuted the suit-that Papineau ad
vised the defence-aud that Des Uivieres, the execlltor, since the cause has heen decided 
against him, is bankrupt. The crime of the will we suppose, was, that it did Dot ,'estrict 
the nses of the college to Ihe French party,-See Canada Question. 
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such of the wicke~ and perverse advisers who have misled him, as this house may 
hereafter accuse, .f there he no means of ohtaining justice against them in the pro
vince, or at the hands of his lU"jesty's executIve government in England. 

86. Resolved, Thatthis house hopes and helieves that the independent mem
bers of both houses of the Parliament of the United Kingdom will be disposed, both 
from inclination and a sense of duty, to Support the accusations brought by tbis 
bouse; to watch over the preservation of its rights and privileges, which have been 
so frequently and violently attacked, more especially by the present administra
tion; and so to act, tbat the people of this province may not be forced by oppression 
to regret their dependance on the British empire, and to seck elsewhere a remedy 
for tbeir affiiction. 

87. Resolved, Tbat this house learned, with gratitude, that Daniel O'Connell, 
Esq. had given notice in tbe House of Commons in July last, that during the 
present session of the Imperial Parliament, he would call its attention to tbe ne
cessity of reforming tbe legislative and executive councils in the two Canadas; and 
tbat the interest tbus shown for our own fate by bim whom the gratitude and bless
ings of bis rountrymen have, with the appla~se of tbe wbole civilized world, pro
claimed great and liberator, and of whom our fellow-countrymen entertain corre
sponding sentiments, keeps alive in us tbe hope that, through the goodness of our 
cause and the services of sucb a friend; tbe British Parliament will not permit a 
minister, deceived by the interested representations of tbe provincial administra
lion and its creatures and tools, to exert (as there is reason from his despatches to 
apprehend that he may attempt to do) the highest degree of oppression in favour 
of a system which. in better times, he cbaracterized as faUlty, and against sub
jects of his Majesty wbo are apparently only known to him by tbe great patience 
with which tbey bave waited in vain for promised reforllls. 

88. Resolved, Tbat this house bas tbe same confidence in .loseph HlIme,Esq., 
and feels tbe.same gratitude for tbe anxiety whicb he has repeatedly shown f.)r tbe 
good government of tbese colonies. and the amelioration of thei.· laws and consti
tutions, and calls upon tbe said Daniel O'Connell and Joseph Hume, Esqrs •. 
wbose constant devotedness was, even under a Tory ministry, and before tbe re
form parliament, partially successful in tbe emancipation of Ireland, from the 
same bondage and the same political inferiority witb which the communications 
received from tbe colonial secretary during tbe present session menace the people 
of Lower Canada, to use tbeir efforts tbat tbe laws and constitution of this pro
vince may be amended in tbe manner demanded by the p"ople thereof; tbat tbe 
abuses and grievances of which tbe latter bave to complain may be fully and entirely 
redressed; and tbat the laws and constitution may be hereafter administered in a 
manner consonant wilh justice, with tbe hon,lUl' of tbe crown and of the people of 
England, and with tbe rigbts, liberties, and privileges of tbe people of tbis pro
vince, and of tbis bouse by wbicb tbey are represented. 

89. Resolved, Tbat tbis bouse invites the members "I' the minority of the le
gislative council who partake the opinions of tbe people, the present members 
of the House of Assembly, until tbo next general election, and allerwards all tbe 
members then elected, and sucb other persons as they may associate with tbem, to 
form one committee or two committees of correspondence, to sit at Quebec and 
Montreal in tbe first instance, and afterwards at sucll place as they shall tbink 
proper; tbe said committees to communicate witb eacb other and witb the several 
local committees, which may be formed in dilTerent parts of the province, and to 
enter into corresponde'lce witb the Hon. Denis Hen.iamin Viger, the agent of 
this province in England, with the said Daniel O'Connell and Josepb Hume, 
Esqrs., and with sucb otber members of tbe House of Lord, or of the House of 
Commons, and sucb otber persons in tbe United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland as tbey may deem expedient, for tbe purpose of supporting the claims of 
the people of this province and of tbis house; of furnishing sucb information, do
cuments, and opinions as tbey may tbink adapted to make known the state, 
wisbes, and wants of tbe province: the said committees also to correspond with 
sucb persons as they shall think proper in tbe otber Britisb colonies, wbicb are 
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all interested, that tbe mo.t populous of their sister colonies do not sink under 
the ,iolent attempt to peqJetllate the abuses and evils wbicb result as weli from 
the, kes ot' its constitution as from the combined malversation of the adminis
trative, legislati\e, and judicial departments, out of wbich have sprung insult and 
oppression for the people, and III necessary consequence, batred and contempt, on 
tbeir part, for tlie pro\inciJl government. 

!1O. Hesolved, Tbal the Honourahle Denis Benjamin Viger be requested to 
remain at the seat of h;" l\lajesty's go,ernment, at least during tb.e present ses
sion of the Imperial Parliament, to continue to watcb over the mterests of tbe 
province \I ilh tbe '"!I'e zcal and the same devotedness as heretofore, ,,'ilbout suf
fering himself to be di;r"l!ra~",1 by mere I'ormal objeclions on the part of those 
who are IInwiliillg io listen to tbe complaints of the cuuntry. 

91. Resolved, That lI.e fair and reasonable expenses of the said two committees 
of corrcsl'Ulldcnn" illcllrred by them in the performance of the duties entrusted 
to them uy U,i> house, are a debt which it contracts towards luem; and that the 
rel'l'c;:'llicti'"'' of the people are uuund ill honour to lise all constitutional means 
to reimuurse snch l'I"'IISc'S 10 the said commillee, or to such person as may ad
,'illll'" money 10 tlll'lII 1'''1' tile purposes above-mentioned. 

92. Hesuiled, Thai the lIIe,;,,:o from his excellency Ihe governor-in-cbief, 
recI'i, cd on tbe 13th of January last, and relating 10 the II ril of elcction for the 
county of Montreal, with tbe extract from a despatch whicb accompanied it, the 
mcssa~e from the samc, received the same day, and relating 10 the supply bill, 
and tue mcssa~e from tbe same, recehed on the Uth January last, witb the 
e:..tract II '~Ill the tlcspatcu which accompanied it, be expunged from the journals 
of this uouse. 

TIt""l' resolutions, and the memorial accompanying them, were 
referred to a committee composed, like the last, chiefly of liberal 
members, and containing several persons whose opiniGns were well 
knov.'n to b' fayourahle til their cause. The Canadian delegate, !\Ir. 
!\Iorin, * "as heard at great length, and I must refer you to the tes
timony ;·j\en by him as a proof!lOw all the yasue assertions contained 
in their petition and resolutions yanished, when they were suhjected 
to a critical and close examination. There are few instances on 
i'l'l'Oid in \\hiclt a \,illlCos was so skilfully examined, or where a clever 
man, dS II(' undotillit'dly is, was brought to refute himself so com
pletely as lie has J,llh'. After a patienthparing ol'all he could say, the 
COlli mittel.' reported (June 1834) as follows:-

" Tbat the mosl curnest anxiety bad existed, on the part or the home govern
ment, to 1'~!Ty i!.!u "'fell the '"g~I',liuns of lire committee of 1828; and Ihat tbe 
endra\'ours .01' the go, ernment to tuat el.ld bad been nnremitting, and guided by 
the dCHll', III all 1'0;,'5, to promote tbe Interest of the colony; and that in several 
important 'particulars thcir endca\'ours had becn complctely succcssful; that in 
otbers, h<:"I'II'r, the~ bad not been attended with that slIcress which migbt have 
heen ant""I"'i,'J, heats and animosities and ditTerences having arisen; thaI it 
appcare~ to tire commillcl' some mulual misconception had prevailed; and tl,al 
they belIeved they should best discharge their duty by withholding any further 
opinion on the points in dispute; and were persuaded lhe praclical measures for 
the future administration of lower Canada might best be left to the mature con
sideration of the government responsible for [hir adoption and execution.' 

.. See the evidence taken before t':e committee, aild published by order of Parliament. 
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LETTER VIII. 

SHORTLY afterwards the whole of the proceedings of government 
since the year 1828 to the present period, "we detailed in a very abl~ 
and lucid statement of my Lord Aberdeen, in which he claims for 
himself and colleagues the credit of a full and faithful compliance 
with the recommendations of the Canada committee, as far as the 
powers of the executive permitted them do so. I have, thercfore, 
abstained from entering into the particulars myself, and prefer giv
ing this narrative to compiling onc of my own. It is not only infi
nitely betler done than I could hope to do it, but it is desirable, in 
such cases, todraw one's information from the most authentic sources. 
I am neither the advocate nor the panegyrist of any of these admi
nistrations-what my opinion of their policy may be is of little con
sequence; but even if it were much more favourable than it happens 
to be, I should refrain from expressing it, for I have yet to learn 
how a poor man can eulogise the character of those who are in 
power, and yet sustain the reputation ofllis own sincerity. 'Vilh the 

. wisdom of their measures I have nothing to do at present; my ob
ject is to show there has been no oppression, and Cia!, "hateyer 
imputation these proceedings deserve, they are at least exempted from 
that of unkindness. 1 must therefore request a careful perusal of 
the following document ;-

In tbe following pages Lord Aberdeen will allemptto Sill'W tbat there was suffi
cient reason to anticipate the entire conciliation of Lower Canalla from the ac
complishment of tbe resolutions of the Canada committee, and lbat, to the ulmosl 
of the power of the Crown, thosl' resoluliullS were, in fact, carricu into execution. 

Tbe appointment of the Canada commilleeof l828 \\us, on ercr) account, an 
important proceeding. . Tbe redress of grievances ball been ucmllnucd. not by an 
iSOlated party, but by botb of tbose great bodies "hicb di\ide between them tbe 
wealtb and political autbority 01' tbe province. Wilh \iews essentially dissimi
lar, or ratber bostile, Ibey bad concurred in an appeal to tbe ILl·tropuiililll go
vernment. 

By eacb body of petitioners were deputed agents authorized to interpret their 
wisbes, and to enforce their claims. The committee itself was certainly not com
posed of gentlemen unfavourable to tbe views 01' the great numerical majority of 
the bouse of assembly. They prosecuted the enquiry \'.ilb great diligence and 
zeal. They examined the agents of both parties, and every otber person capable 
oftbrowing ligbt on the subject referred to tbem. None of tbe questions brougbt 
under tbeir notice, either by the petitioners or by Ibe witnesses, was unexplored; 
and, in Ibe result, a report was made, in which, witb an explanation 01' every 
known or supposed grievance, were combined suggestions for tbe guidance of Ibe 
executive government in applying tbe appropriate remedies. 

Tbe bouse of assembly in Lower Canada, in tbeir allswer to tbe address witb 
wbicb the administrator of tbe government opened tbe session of tbe provincial 
parliament in tbeir winter of 1828, cbaracterized tbis report in terms wbicb may 
be transcribed as npressing, OD tbe higbest loral autbority, tbe claims of Ihat do~ 
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cument to -respect, as affording a guide at once to tbe Canadian assembly, and to 
tbe ministers of the crown of the rights to be asserted by the one, and conceded 
by tbe other. 'The "har~es and well-founded complaints,' observed .the house, 
, of the Canadians before tbat august senate, were referred to a commIttee of tbe 
House of Commons, indirated by the ('olonial minister, that commillee exhibiting a 
striking combination of talent and patriotism, uniting a general knowledge of puh
lie and constitutional law to a particular aquaintance with the state of botb the 
Canada, formally applauded almost all the reforms which the Canadian people and 
tbeir re~resentatives demanded and still demand. After a solemn investigation, 
after deep and prolonged deliberation, the committee made a report, an impe
rishable monument uf their justice and profound wisdom, an authentic testimo
nial of the reality of our grieYances, and of tbe justice of our complaints, faithfully 
interpreting our ",i,I,," and our wants. Through this rep"rt, so honourable to its 
authllrs, his ~Iaje,ty', government has become better than eYer acquainted with the 
truesilualion of this province, and can better than ever remedy existing grievances aod 
obviate dillicultics for lhe future.' Language more comprehensive or emphatic 
could not ha,'" been found. in which to reconl the acceptance by the house of as
sembly, of the report of 1 S2S, as the basis on wbich they were content to proceed 
for the adjustment of all dilIerenres. The '1nestion> in debate became tbence
forth, by the common consent of hoth parties, reducible to the simple enquiry 
whetber tbe British government bad, to tbe fullest extent of their lawful authority, 
faithfully carrie;) tbe recommendations of the committee of 1 t>'~S into execution. 

On are, iew of all the subsequent correspondence, Lord Aberdeen finds him
self entitled to state that, in conformity with the express injunctions, and the pa
ternal wishes of the King, his Majesty's eonfidential advisers have cal'fied into 
complete elreel eH'ry suggestion offered for their guidance by the committee of the 
house of rom mons. 

It is nel''';5;\r) to verify this statement by a careful and minute comparison he
tween the ndvice received, ami the measures adopted. To avoid the possibility of 
error. tbe suc .. c-sive recommendations of the commitlee of 1828 shall be trans
cribed at length, with no other <leviation than tbat of cbanginr; the order in wbich 
the topirs are sucressively arranged in their report, an order dirtated by considera
tions or an accidental and temporary nature, but otherwise inconvenient, as post
poning many of tbe weightier topies to some of comparatively light importance. 

First, then, the report of IS~8 contains the following advice of the Canada 
committee on the subject of finance-' Allhough, from the opinion given by the 
law officers or the crown, Jour committee must conclude that the legal right of 
ap(ll'l>priating the revenues arising from the act of 1 j 7 4 is v'ested in the crown, 
tbey are prepared to say that the real interest; of the provinces would be hest pro
moted by placing the receipt and expenditure of the whole public re,enue under 
the superintendence and control of the house of assembly.' • If the officers 
above enumerated are placed on the footing recommended,' (that is, in a state 
of pceuniary inuependence on the assemhly) , Jour committee are of opinion that 
all the revenues of tbe provinle, except the territorial and hereditary revenues, 
should be placed under the ('unl.rol and direction of the legislative assembly.' 

The strid legal right of the 1T0wn to appropriate the procedes of the sta
tute }.l G. 111., r. SS, heing thus directly maintained, the renunciation of that 
right was recommended, on condition that ' the governor, the members of the 
executive couocil, and the judges, should he made independent of the annual 
votes of the house of assembly for their respective salaries.' What then lIas been 
the result? His ~Iajesty has renounced these his acknowledged legal rights, but has 
not stipulated 1'01' tbe performance, on the part of the assemblJ, of the condition 
thus imposed upon them, anu, to the present moment, Ihat condition remains 
unfulfilled. By the British statute 1 anu 2 W. l V., c. 73, which was introduced 
into parliament by his M a.iesty's then confidential advisers, the appropriation of 
the revenues of the 14 n. Ill., is transferred to the assembly absolutely, and 
without either thaI qualificalion which the committee proposed, or any other. 
Here, then, it cannot he denied that their advice has been followed, not only 
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witb implicit dercrence, but in a spirit of concession wbicb they did not contem 
plate. 

Secondly .. ~n tbe subject. of tbe representation of the people in Lower Ca
nada, .tbe opllllOn or th~commlttee was expressed in the following terms '_' lour 
committee ~re now desirous. of adverting to the represent1ltive system 01' Lower 
Canada, with respect to Which, all parties seem to agree that some chan"e should 
~ake place.' After detailing the various causes which had led to an i~cquality 
10 the nnmber of the members of the assembly ill favour of the French inhaui
t~nts of tbe ~eigniories, an~ therefore to the prejudice 01' the inhabitallts of Eng
hsh O~lglO III the townsblps, the committee passell from the sulijcl't with the 
foliowlOg general remark. 'In providing a rcpresclltative system 1'01' the inha
bitants of a country wbich is gradually comprehending within its limits newly 
peopled and extensive districts, great imperfedions ruust necessarily arise i'rom 
proceeding in the first instance on the basis of population only. III Upper Ca
nada, a representative system has heen founded on the compound basis of territory 
and popUlation. This prinCiple, we think, might be advantageously adopted in 
Lower Canada.' 

It was WiLb the entire concurrence of his Majesty', government, Lbatthe legisla
ture of Lower Canada assumed to themselves Ill .. dULl' of gi\'ing effect to tuis part 
of tbe advice of the committee. Tbat .eport had laid dOWD tile gellel',,1 priuciple 
tbat, witb one exception, ' all changes, i: possible, be cal I i.·J ill:o drect bl the 
loc'" legislature themselves;' and to tbat l'li,,,i,,:,· tlie ,,,i,,i,lers of the nown 
adhered, even in a case wbere the dominant majority 01 the Hssembly had an in
terest directly opposed to that of the great body of Ell~iish illlwbitallls, for whose 
special relief tbe new representation bill was to lie enadetl. Snch a Lill ""5 ac
cordingly passed, and was reserved for the significalion or his i\l.'j".ll" "il' "'Ire. 
It actually received the royal assent, and is, at this day, the I,,,·; oi lbe 1,"0' Illee. 

In tbis case, also, the concessions made to the Cana<lian iuhaLilants d Frencb 
origin were far greater than the authors of the report of Ih~S could LaIC had in 
contemplation. The Upper Canadian prindple of combining territory and po
pulatioD, as tbe basis of elective francbise, was not adopted in Lower Canada: 
tbe assembly substituted for it a new division of the "OUDtl'), of"hich the ctlect 
bas been to increase ratber than to diminish tbe disproportion lil'l",een the nllm
ber of members returned by tbe English and those representill~ the Frellch Cana
dian interest. This result of tbe bill was distinctly foreseen lly tile ollirial ad\ i
sers of tbe crOWD, and it became the subject of gra\e deliberation ",lIcther lIis 
majesty should he advised to acquiesce in a scheme wbich followed the ad\ice of 
tbe Canada committee, so far indeed as to elTed a material dlange in the repre
sentative body. and so far as to give to the En~lish seltlers a few more \'oices in 
Ibe assembly, but not so far as to secure to them an), additional weight in the deli
berations of that bouse. It is not within the object of thii minute to defeud or 
to explain tbe motives of ti,e ultimate decision in 1'.1 \'u,'" of tbe bill. For the 
present purpose it is enough to say, that the ''''('('p! aw,' "fit SHe to tbe Caua
dians of Frencb origin far more tban the report ot' 1828 aULhorised them to expect. 

Thirdly. Inferior only in importance to the topics already noticed, is tllat of the 
independence oftbejudges, respecting which the following passage may be extracted 
from the report of 1828 :-' On tbe otber hand, your committee, wbile recom
mending such a concession on the part of the crown,' (Lhe concession, tbat is, of 
tbe revenue); 'are strongly impressed with the ad\'antage of rendering tbe judges 
independent of the annual votes of tbe house of assembly for theil' respective sala
ries. Your committee are fully aware of the objections in principle, whicb may be 
fairly raised against the practice of voting permanent salaries to the judges wbo 
are removable at tbe pleasure of the crown; but being convinced that it would be 
inexpedient tbat Ibe crown should be deprived of tbe power of rClIlo\al, and baving 
well considered tbe public inconvenience wbich migbt result from tbeir being left 
in dependr.nce on tbe annual vote of tbe assembly, they have decided to maliC tbe 
recommendation, in their instance, of a permanent vo!e of salary_.' 

Thus the Canada committee of 1828 were of opinion that the Judges ought to be 

:!.} 
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independent M lbe assembly for tbeir incomes, but ougbt to continu~ I~able to removal 
from office at the pleasure of tbe Crown. Yet so far have the Bnhsh government 
been from meting out relief to tbe province grudgingly, or in any narrow spirit, that 
they ha\'e left no-tbing ullaltempted which could secure to the judges, not merely 
tbat pecuniary independence whicb tbe committee advised, hut that independent 
tenure of office also, wbicb their report expressly dissuaded. In the adjacent pro
vince of Upper Canada, both objects bave been happily accomplisbed. In his 
dispatcb of the 8th February 1831, No. XXII., the Earl of Ripon explained to 
Lord Aylmer the course of proceeding whirh bad been adopted for asserting the in
dependence of the judges in tbis kingdom, and signified to tbe governor his Ma
jestl.'S commands to avail himself of tbe earliest opportunity for proposing to the 
legislative coundl and assembly of Lower Canada, tbe enactment of a bill declaring 
tbat tbe commissions 01 all the judges of tbe supreme courts sbuuld be granted to 
endure their good bebaviour, and not during the royal pleasure; and Lord Aylmer 
was further i IISI rtlcl ed, in the name and on tbe bebalf of his Majesty, to assent to 
a bill for carrling that object into elTect. Lord Ripon, bow ever , declared it to be, 
of course, an essential ("lIlldili"lI of his arrangement, that· an adequate and per
manent provision sbould be made for the judges.' It remains to state tbe result. 
A bill \"" I""""! by the house of assembly, by which, indeed, the tenure of tbe 
judicial offite was made tu depend on the good beba"iour of the judges, and' by 
wbirh a provision, adequate in amount, was made for them. But tbat provisiou was 
so granted as to be liable to be diminisbed or taken away by tbe annual vot¥ of 
tbe house of assembly. To this measure, so popular in its general character or 
pretensions, were also 't al'~(·(r (to adopt tbe usual parliamentary phrase) clauses 
by whkh a right to dispose of the territorial revenue of the Crown was a,serled, 
and by which all the public offiecrs in the colony ,-the governor himself not being 
expressly cxrcl'lcd-\\ nc made amenable to a tribunal, to be constituted for tbe 
trial of all impearhnH"nts preferred by the representatives of tbe people. Such 
was the return made to an act of grace, which the Canada CommiLLee tbemselves 
bad expressly dissuaded. To have acquiesced in it would bave involved a sacri
fice of wbatever is oue to the di~lIill' of tbe King, and to tbe liberties of his iUajesty's 
SUbjects. His ~Ia.iesty's assent was, therefore, withholden, tbough not willwut 
tbe expression of the (kcpest regret, and the most distinct olTer to assent to any 
other bill fur eSldblishiug I he independence of the judges, which should be exempt 
from such .. I'j,·(·: i,,"s. Tbe house of assembly, Iwwe\er, have never since tendered 
an act of thai nature for the acccptance of his Majesty, or of his Majesty's represen
tative in tbe pro\'ince. 

Fourthly. The lIe,t Irq,it is that of the composition of the legislative and executive 
counl'i!:i, r~spet.'ting which the fulio" ing 511:.!:;':l'~ti{JIlS occur in lhe report of 1828 :
, One' (it is saill) • of the most important subjects to which their inquiries have 
been directed, hlS been the state of the I?gislative councils in both tbe Canadas, 
and the manner in whirh these as',('II(lJ:ics have answered the purposes for whicb 
they were instituteu. Your committee strongly recommend tbat a more indepen
dent character should be given to tbese \)"di"s; that tbe majority of their members 
sbould not consist of persnns holding officcs at the pleasure of tbe Crown; and that 
any other measures that may tend to connect morc intimately this branch of tbe 
constitution with tbe interest of the colonies, would be aLlcnucd witb the greatest 
ad\alltac('. Witb respect to the judges, with the exception only of the chief justice, 
wbose presence on parlicular occasions migbt be necessary, your committee enter
tain no doubt that they had bettcr not be involved in tbe political business o( the 
bouse. Upon similar grounds, it appears to your committee that it is not desirable 
that judges should hold seats in the executive council.' 

With what scrupulous exactness these recommendations bave been followed, 
will now be shewn. Witb respect to the judges, Lord Ripon, in tbe despatcb of 
tbe 8th of February already quoted, come)ed to Lord A)lmer bis Majesty's com
mands to sionify to the legislative council and assemhly, bit Majesty's seWed 
purpos.e to nominate, on no future occasion, any judge as a member, eitber of the 
execullve or of the legislative council of Ihe province. It was added, that the single 
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exception 10 tbat general rule would be, tbat the cbief justice of Quebec would be 
a member of tbe legislative council, in orde)' that tbe members of that body migbt 
have tbe benefit of bis assistance in framing laws of a ~eneral and permanent 
cbaracter. But his Majesty declared his purpose to recommend, even to tbat high 
officer, a cautious abstinence from all procecuings, by whicb be might be involved 
in any political contentions or a party nature. 

It was not in tbe power of tbe King's government to remove from tbe legislative 
council any of the judges wbo had already been appointed to be members or that 
body; because the terms of the conslilutional act secure to them the enjoYment 
of their seats for life. But in a private despatch of the same date, the rour gentle
men who bad at that time combined the judicial character with seats in the council, 
were earneslly exborted to resign their places u; councillors, and were assured that 
notbing should be wanting to rescue tbem from any possibility of ltlisclODStruction, 
as to the motives by which tbat ad"icc had heen dictated or obeyed. In point of 
ract, it was not accepted: but the judges unanimously agrccJ to withdraw from all 
active interference in the business of the council, and have never since attended its 
siltings. The chier justice indeed, as was recommended by the Canada committee, 
forms tbe single exception; but even that genlleman, as far as the information of 
Ibis office extends, has confined his interference within tbe limits prescribed to bim 
by the committee and by the Earl of Ripon. 

Tbe principles laid down by the committee of 1828, for regulating the composition 
or tbe legislative council, have been not less strielly pursued in "'"tTl other respect. 
Sin~e the date of their report, eighteen new members have been appointed. or 
tbat number tbere is not one "ho holds alll' office or place or emoll1lnent at the 
pleasure of tbe crown, or who.itin any other manner dependent upon tbe favour 
or bis Majesty, or his official advisers. Or the eighteen new members, ten are of 
French origin. The total number or counsellors is thirty.the, or whum ,,"ty seven 
hold public offices. Amongst them is the bishop or Quebec, who is, in the fullest 
sense of the term, independent of the crown. The chief justice, whosedependcnce 
is altogether nominal, is another. or the whole body of thirty-the members there 
rema.in therefore hut five over whom the executive government can, "ith any reason 
or plausibility, be said to possess any direct influence. 

It is tberefore nol witbout a reasonable confidence, tbattbe words in wbicb tbe 
committee of 1828 suggest tbe proper compositi,," of the legislative council, maybe 
adopted as precisely descriptive of tbe manner in wbich it is actually composed . 
• A more independent character' has been giren to that lwdy. The' majority 
or thi members' docs nol consist of ' persons holding office at the pleasure of tbe 
crown.' This hranch or tbe constitution has beell connected • more intimately 
witb the interests or tbe ~rovince,' by the addition or a large body or Canadian 
gentlemen. 

Bnttbe case may be carried still further, and it may be sbewn that, in respect 
to the councils, tbe efforts of Lord Aberdeen's predecessors have left bebind them 
tbe advice of tbe Canada Committee. The executh'e council bas also been 
strengtbened by the addition of tbree members of French origin. A seat was 
offered Mr. Neilson, tbe most prominent of the delegates rrom tbe house of as
sembly of 1828, and to M. Papineau, the speaker orlhat house. It need scarcely 
be said tbat it was impossible to give a more decisive proof of the wish or the 
ministers of tbe crown, that the composition of the Canadian council should be 
acceptable to tbe great majority or the people. 

Fifthly. The next in order of the recommendations or that committee relates to 
tbe clergy reierves, a subject on which they emplo)'ed the following language :
• As your committee entertain no doubt that the reservation or these lands in 
mortmain is a serious obstacle to the improvement of tbe colony, they think every 
proper exertion should be made to place them in the handsofpersons whowill per
form upon tbem tbe duties or settlement, and bring them gradually into cultivation.' 

Altbough tbe views of tbe committee were thus limited 10 the improvement of 
the clergy reserves, tbe government advanced to \be redress or tbe evil indicated in 
tbe report, by a measure, Dol only rar more decisive, but eminently remarkable 
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for Ihe confidence it c'pr.';s .. d in Ihe provincial legislalure. The conslilulional 
act having authurised his Majesly, wilh tbe advice of Ihe legislalive council and 
assembly, 10 vary or repeal any of Ibe pruvisions therein made for tbe allolment 
and appropriation uf lands for Ibe support of Iile Proleslant clergy, Lord Ripon, 
"vailing himself of Ihat I'n,,,'lme.il, l"Ol'os(',1 Ihat Ihe (lower of repeal should he 
exercised by those tJOdit's, and should he accompanied wilh a declaration Ibat Ibe 
reserved lands sbould merge in the general demesne of the crown. Tbe object oC 
Ihis proposal was to bring ,he n'seI'Ve, within tire reach of the general rules, under 
which all tbe waste lands of Ihe province are progressively sold 10 Ibe bigbest 
bidder. To prevent any p""ihll' misconception of Ihe views of his Majesty's 
government, tbe draft of a bill for tI.e accomplishment of tbis design was Iransmitted 
10 Lord Aylmer, with instructions to ~ivc his assent if ;:"'1. a law shunld be presenled 
for his acceptance. To obI iale the risk of olTencc being gi,'eD, by suggesting 10 
Ihe bouse of assembly the e~act language as well as tbe general scope of a measure 
10 ori~illale with thelll, Lord Aylmer was directed to proceed wilb Ihe most 
cautious observance "I' the p. i\'il('~,'s of tlrat b ,dy, and of all Ihe conslitutional 
forms. AII'i"ii';r'in~ lire' contingency oftlie measure beillg adopted in substance, 
but wilh varialions ill lhe terms, Lurd Hipan further staled tbat, in tbal event, 
the bill was not to be rcjecled by tire governor, but was 10 be specially reserved for 
tbe si~nili .. a'ioll of his niajesty's pleasure. 

In obedience 10 Ihese directiuns, Ihe bill was introduced into Ibe bouse of 
assembly, but did II'JI pass illtu a law. That it would have elTectually removed 
tbe grievance poillted out by the Canatla commillee, bas not been dispuled; nor 
can the ministers of the crown be held in any sense responsible fo.· Ihe continuance 
of an evil for "hich Ihey had matured s" complete'a remedy. Tbe only explallation 
which bas erer heen gil'en of the failure of Ihe proposal is, tbat Ihe solicilor
~elleral, ~l r Ogden, had used some expressiolls, whence it was infelTcd that his 
Majest)'s gO"lcrnr:.cut would l'I'jc'Ctthe bill il' allered in a single word. It is scarcely 
c"edible, thaI this shuuld be an accurate surmise of the real cause of the loss of Ibe 
Clergy Lands Appropriation Bill. It is not to be believed that the assembly of 
Lower Canada w""id hal e rejected an unobjectionable proposal for the redress of 
a grie,"an('e of which complaint had been long and loudly made, for no otber reason 
than that a puhlic olTIcer, not of the highest rank or consideration, bad used some 
casual "'IHcs,ion, in which tbe ullimate views of bis Majesty's advisers were inac
curately explained. To tbe b0,"ernor applicalion could have immedialely been 
made, ror more autbentic inrormalion; and, in fact, tbe lenour oC the despatcb 
"'hich had been received by Lord "llmer, was perfectly well known tbroughout 
Ihe province to e,"ery person who reil any interest in the subject. Tbe measure 
has n","cr since heen revived; anti it must be therefore a,ssumed, Ihat tbe assembly 
arc less amious than Lord Wpon wpposed, for the removal of tbis obstruction to 
agriculture and internal improvrment. lie tbat as it may, Ibe Brilisb government 
arc completely absolved from the responsibility Ibrown upon Ihem by tbis part of 
Ihe report of the Canaua commilter. 

Si\thly. ThaI body proceeding 10 other SUbjects connected wilh tbe wild lands 
of tbe prOlince, "'I'rl';"''( their opinion Ihat-' It migbt be well for the govern
m""nt to consider 1111('111('1' the crown reserves conld not be permanently alienated, 
subject to some fixe,l moderate reserved payment, either in money or in grain, as 
m.ght be demanded, to arise out of the first len 01' fifteen years of occupation.' 
They add that, 'they arc not prepared 10 do mere than ofier Ihis suggestion, which 
a~pcars. to them 10 be wOrlh~ of more consideration than it is in tbeir power to 
glle to It; but tbal in tbis or in some such mode, Ihey are fully pe.'suaded the lands 
thus reserved, ought, wilhout delay, to he permanently disposed of.' 

In pursuance of this ad, icc, Lord Ripun direcled Ibe sale of Ihe crown reser,"es 
Ilrrou~houllI.e pro,inre, as opporlunity might offer, precisely in the same manner 
as any othe.· part of the rOl'al demesne. The system bas undergone an entire 
cbange; and the crown 'l',,'rvcs considered as distinct allotments left in their wild 
slate to draw a progressive-increasing value from Ibe improvem~nt of tbe vicinity, 
bave no longer any existence. 
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Seventhly. Another ahuse connected with the wild lands of LoweI' Canada was 
noticed by the commiUee, in the following language: -' One of the obstacles 
which is said greatly to impede the improvement of the country, is the practice of 
making grants of land in large masses to individuals, "ho had held official situa
tions in the colony, and who had evaded the condilions of the grant by which they 
were bound 10 provide for its cultivation, and now wholly neglect it. A lthouah 
powers have been lately acquired hy the government to estreat Ihose lands, a~d 
although we think that, under certain modifications, this power may be advanta
geously used, we are nevertheless of opinion that a system should be adopted 
similar totbatof Upper Canada, by the levyofa small annual duty on lands remaining 
unimproved and unoccupied contrary to the conditions of the granl.' 

The remedial measure of a tax on wild land, IVhich is su~gested in the preceding 
passage, could, of course, originate only with the representatives of the people, 
and the house of assembly haye not indicated any disposition to resort to that mode 
of taxation. To sucb a bill, if tendered by tbem, his Majesty's assent would ha\'e 
been Cheerfully given. Yet tbe King's government did notomitto avail tbemselves 
of all those remedial po\\'ers witb which tbe Crown is entrusted. It is little to 
say (though it may be stated with tbe strictest truth), that since the date of the' 
report, the system reprobated by the committee, of granting land in large masses 
to individuals, has been entirely discontinued. It is more material to add, that 
tbis cbange in practice is the result of a series of regulations established, on Lord 
Ripon's advice, in Lower Canada, and indeed throughout ali the other British 
colonies. The system of gratuitous donations of land has been abandoned abso
lutely and universally; and during the last three years all sucb property has been 
disposed of by public auctions to the highest bidder, at su~h a minimum price as 
to ensure the public at large against the waste of this resource by nominal or 
fictitious sales. This is not the occasion for vindi('ating the soundness of tbat 
policy, whicb, however, if necessary, it would nol be hard to vindicate. It i~ 
sufficient for tbe immediate purpose of this minute to have shUIYIl, that on this as 
on other topics, the ministers of the Crown did not confine themselves to a senile 
adherence to the mere letter of the parliamentary recommendation, but embraced 
and gave the fullest elTect to its genuine spirit. 

Eigbthly. The committee sought to relieve the pro\'ince not only from tbe evils 
of improvident reservations and grants of wild lands, but from those incident to the 
tenures on which the cultivated districts are holden. The following passages on 
this SUbject appear in their report :-' They do not decline to olTer as their opi
nion, that it would he advantageous, thatlhe declaratory enactment in tbe Tenures 
Act, respecting lands held in free and common soccage, should lJe retained.' 
, Your committee are further of opinion that means sbouhl be found of bringing 
into'effective operation the clause in the Tenures Act, which provides for the 
mutation of tenure: and they entertain no doubt of the inexpediency of retaining 
the seigneurial rights of the crown, in the hope ,of deriving a profit from tbem. 
The sacrifice on tbe part of the crown would be trifling, and would bear no propor
tion to tbe benefilthat would result to the colony from sucb a concession.' 'Tbe 
committee cannot too strongly express their opinion, tbatthe Canadians of Frencb 
extraction should in no degree he disturbed in the peaceful enjoyment of their 
religion, laws, and privileges, as secured to them by the British acts of parliament; 
and so far from requiring them to hold lands on the British tenure, they think that 
when the lands in the seigneuries are fully. occupied, if the descendants of the 
original settlers sbaJl still retain their preference to the tenure of./ieJ el seignew'ic, 
they see no objection to other portions of inoccupied lands in the pro\'ince being 
granted to them on tbat tenure, provided that sucb lands are apart from, and not 
intermixed witb, the townships.' 

The British government are again entitled to claim tbe credit of having, to the 
utmost possible extent, regulated their conduct by tbe language, and still mOl'e by 
the spil'it of tbis advice. 

No application has been made for tbe creation of a new seigneurie, as indeed 
the period contemplated by the committee, when the seigneurial lands would he 
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fully occupied, still seems \'ery remote. It is almost superRuous to add, that no 
allempt has been made to superinlluce upon those lands any of the rules of the law 

of Engtand. 
The crown also has been prompt to bring iuto the most effective operation the 

clause of the Canada Tenures Act which provides for the mutation of tenures. 
But no lord or censitaire having hitherto inlol.ed the exercise of the powers of 
the 1'1',,\\ n, they have of necessity continued dormant. Respecting the soccage 
lanils, some explanation seems necessary. 

The general principle adopted by the committee in the passage already quoted, 
is that the inhabitants, both of French amI of British origin, should respectively be 
left in the enjoyment of tbe law regulating the tenures of their lands derived from 
their dilTcrent ancestors, and endeared to either party, by habit, if not by national 
prejudices. It has already been slI"" n that the French Canadians have enjoyed 
the henefit 0(' this principle to the ('ullest possible extent. I" tbe anxiety which 
has been felt to gratify their wisbes, it may "01 be quite clear that equal justice bas 
been rendcreu t" the inhauitants of British descent. The maintenance of so much 
of the Canada Tenures Ad as rendered the soccage lands inheritable and transmis
siblf according to En~lish law, was most unequivocally recommenlled in tbe extracts 
already made from thc report. The provincial legislature, however, in their 
St's,i"" or 1 829, maue "r",ision for the conveyance of such lands in a manner 
repugnant to this British statute. Of course his ~Iajt'st) could not be allvised to 
assent to a law which directly contralened an act (If parliament. Such, however, 
was tbe anxiety of the King's ministers to avoill cvery needless calise of jealousy, 
that a bill (I W. IV, c. 20) was introdueetl into parliament by Lord Ripon, and 
passed into a law, in order to relieve his ~,laj""y from this dimculty. Tbe Cana
dian Act was tlten accepted. 1'Ior was this all. Stri\'ing to multiply, to the 
utmost possible extent, cyery proof and clpression (If respect and confidence towards 
the provincial legislature, the government introduced into thc Britisb statute, which 
has been last mentiuned, a furtber cnactment, of whicb the effect was to ab
solve the Canadian legislature in future from every restraint laid npon them, 
by any act 0(' [lJrliamcnt regulating the ,'arious incidents of the soccage tenure in 
the "r",inn', Tlte barriers erected for the defence of the British settlers by the 
caution of parliament in the years 1791 and 1826 were tbus overtbrown, in order 
that there might be the fewest possihle exceptions to the prinCiple or confiding to 
the Canadian legislature, the regulations of the internal interests of Lower Canada. 
No one will deny that this unsolicHcd concession was made in the spirit of the 
most large and Li:', at ;;(T(,:,tJdCe o' the advice of tbe Canada committee, so far at 
least as the vieIYs anll interests of the dominant majority of the bouse of assembly 
are c'llncerneJ. 

Ninthly. The nnt is the SUbject of the Jesuits' estates; in reference to whi~h 
Ihe vieIYs of the t'ommillee of 1828 are expressed as follows :-' With respect to 
tbe estates which formerly belonged to the Jcsuits, your committee lament that tbey 
have lIot more full information. But it appears to them to be desirable tbat the 
prot'eetis should be applieu to the purposes of general education. 

Far indred beyond tbe leller of this advice did the concessions made by his 1\13-
jesty, on the advice of Lord Ripon, proceed. Not only were the Jesuits' estates 
, applied to the purposes of general education,' but the provincial legislature were 
authorised to determine what specific purposes of that kind should be preferred, 
and the proceeus of tbe estates were placed for that purpose unreservedly under 
their control. No suggestion has been made impeacbing the fulness of this conce~
sion, except as far as respects certain buildings occupied for half a century past as 
barracks. Even if 1I rent should be payable by the" Crown for the use of those bar
racks (the single question admitting of debate), it would be idle, on that ground 
to deny either the importance of the concession made, or the almost unbounded 
confidence in the house of assembly, perceptible in the form and manner in wbich 
t~e cr~wn renounced to tbem, not merely a proprietary right, but even an admi
Dlstrahve function. 

Tenlhll'· To the positive recommendations which have already heen conSidered, 
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succeeds another, of which the end is rather to dissuade than to advise the adop
tion of any specific measure. 'The commiltee (it is said) are desirous of record
ing the principle whicb, in their judgment, should be applied to any alterations in 
tbe constitutions of the Canadas, whkh were imparted to tbem under tbe formal 
act of the British legislature of 17!J1. Tbat principle is to limit the alterations 
wbicb it may be desirable to malie, by any future British Ac!s, as far as possible, 
10 such points as, from the relation between the mother country and the Canadas, 
can only be disposed of by the paramount authority of the British legi,lature, and 
they are of opinion that al\ otber changes should, if possible, he carried into effect 
by:tbe local legislature tbemselves, in amicable communications with tbe local go
vernment. 

So rigidly bas this principle been observed, that of two acts of parliamcnt wbicb, 
since 1821, bave been passed witb reference to the internal concerns of tbe pro
vince, tbe common object bas been so to enlarge the autbority of the pro, incial le
gislature as to enable bis Majesty to make, with their concurrence, laws to tbe l'II<lc!

ment of whicb tbey were positively incumpetent. The acts ill question are tbose 
already noticed, by wbich tbe revenues of Oco, III. were relinquished, and tbe regu
lation of soccage tenures was transferred to the governor, council, and assembly. 

Eleventbly. 'The committee' (again to borrow tbeir own words) 'recom
mended, for tbe future, tbat steps should be taken \)y official securities, and by a 

·regular audit of accounts, to prevent tbe recurrence of losses and inconveniences 
10 the province, similar to tbose which had occurred in MI', ('aldwell's case,' and 
'as connected with this branch of the enquiry, they recommended tbat precautions 
of tbe same nature sbould be adopteu with regard to the sherifTs.' 

In reference to these suggestions, Sir George nlurl'oy proposeu to the house of 
assembly, and Lord Ripon repeated the proposal, that the public accountants 
sbould pay tbeir balances, at very sbort intefl'als, into the bands of the commissnry
general, tendering tbe security of the British treasury fur tbe punctual re-pal ment 
of al\ such deposits. Tbe scheme embraced a plan for a regular audit, and for the 
punctual demand of adequate securities. Sir.Tames Kempt and Lord Aylmerwere 
successively instructed to propose to the legislatile council and assembly tbe enact
ment of such a law. The propo,al lVas al'('Ilfdingly made to tbe assembly in tbe 
year 1829, and was repeated in the year 1 R32. On eacb occasion it was tbe plea
sure of tbe bouse to pass it by in silence. Tbat they had good reasons for tbeir con
duct, it would be unjust and indecorous to doubt. Those reasons, howel'er, re
main to tbis moment completely unknown to the executive government, who, bav
ing exbausted all tbeir authority and influence in a fruitless attempt to give effect to 
tbis pari of tbe Canada committee's recommendations, cannot, with any reason, be 
beld responsible if tbey still bale failed to produce tbe advantage contemplated to 
tbe province at large .• 

Twelfthly. A further recommendation of the committee is com-eyed in the re
port, in tbe following terms: 'Your committee also beg leave to callibe particular 
attention of the government to the mode in which juries are composed in tbe 
Canadas, witb a view to remedy any defects tbat may be found to exist in tbe 
present system.' 

Here, again, tbe government pressed upon the house of assembly the import
ance of giving effect to the views of the committee; and, in fact, a law bas re
ceived Ibe royal assent, baving for its object tbe improvel'1cnt of the jury system 
-an object wbich has been pursued by those metbods wbich tbe bouse of assem
bly themselves devised or adopted. 

* The executive government have not, hnwevpr, abstained from such measures as were 
within their own power, They have established a tire-I'roof vaalt, with thre," ,keys, held 
by three .eparaCe oflicers of high raDk, al\ of wholll must be present whenever .t .s opened; 
and they have provirled that the receiver general shall not hold ID h,s hands, any balance 
exceediug £10,000 without depositing it iD this vault; aud th,)t ODce at least ID every year 
the conteDts of the vault shall be iDspected, or reported on, by five persons named by the 
governor for the purpose, They have also, taken secnrity from the receiver-general to the 
exteDt of £10,000, with two suflicient slll'eties, and have reqUired hm. to render statemeDt. 
of his aCCouDts 00 the lsI JaDuary, lst Jnly, aDd 1st October, in every year. 
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Thil'teenthly. The l'I'port !,I'o .. reils to recommend, ' tbat the prayer of the 
towcr Canadians for permission to appoint an agent, in the same manner as agents 
arc nppointed by other colonies which possess local legislatures, sbould begranted.' 

His J11.1.iesty's ~oyrrnll'rnt have accordingly repeatedly authorised the go~ernor 
to "ssent to any bill which might be passed for that purpose. No such bIll has, 
ho'" '\ ,T, bern presented for Lord Aylmer's acceptance. The assembly, in op
p0;J:i "to the a<Ilire of the commillee, thattbe habits or other colonies sbould be 
folto" ",I ?o' a precedent, have chosen to nominate, by resolutions or tbat bouse 
alo,"', ~I',,!I":llen depuled to represent them in this kingdom, but wbo bave not, 
as in other colonil's P('ss('"ing legislative assemblies, been appointed by an act of 
the entire 1(,~j~i.1il':·(>. 

FOIl)'leenliily. I'PI'l1 the most careful perusal of tbe report of 1828, no other 
recommend", i'lIlS :'an be fOllnd addressed to the King's government, altbough the 
committee, "d<l!· ... ;,i!l~ themselves in tbat instance rather to the local legislature, 
lla\ I' a:hise<l !ha: I" I'I~,'~I'S should be spcdal, andlhat in proceedings for the con
w)"",,':' of lands, 1::1' simplest and least expensive forms of conveyance slJOuld 
be adopled, upon i!!I' principlcs of Ihe law of England; tbat form which prevails 
in 1.'!'I"'1' (,;"",,1:\, ueillg probalJly, under all circumstances, tbe hest wbicb could 
be >!'II'I'led; an<l that the rf'gislralion of deeds rclating to soccage lands, sbould be 
eslaulished 15 in '-[,;)1'1' ('''"''<la, 'In addition,' il is added, , to tbese recom
mr::d::lions, il "l'p.:o:II-S to be desirable Ihat some competent jurisdiction sbould be 
eSI!lb:ished, to try and decide causes arising out of this description of property;' 
(11,:1: is the SII''I'a"" lands) 'and Ihat circuit courts should be insliluted within tbe 
to\'.u.;.i:ip" fllr the '·,'1;;1(' purposes.' 

In II""" passages 1110 design of thc commiltc~ was to administer to tbe relief 
of the ,clll,',s or E'lglish origin, and thcir claims lVere pressed by Sir George 
!UlllTay, on II,,· attenlion of Ihe assembly. Some advance has been accordingly 
made 11I",::rd' Ihe eSlahlishment of a registry of deeds, and of local courts in the 
to\',Jhll:ps. Respecting the law of morlg.1gl'SI and tbe forms or conveyancing, it 
dill'S "o[ appear that the assembly bave hitberto interposed for the relief of that 
part or the constituent hody. 

Concludillg at tllis point [he comparison between the advice tendered to the go
)'('1'111111'111, ,tlIII tbe mcasures adopteLi in pursuance of il, il may be confidently 
a''I'ri,d, Ihat IIII' ~1'1ll'l'al statement nWlle at the commencement of this minute 
bas lwen snbslanli:'ted. Til tbe IItlllil;! limit of tbeir consfitutional power and 
legitilllJtc inllllcncc ""'cc,,il'c administrations have earncslly and successively 
lailo!!rct! to cimy the r!'port of 1828 into complete elfect in all its parts. It bas 
already been shewn with how cordial an acquiescence tbat report was received by 
tbe house of asscrnlJly, wilh wbatliberal eulogies tbe talent, the patriotism, the 
lill'''' :",b', ,OJ "I intimate acquaintance witb Canadian affairs, of its autbors, were 
commanded; how that t!ocument was !lui'led as the faitbful interpretation of tbe 
"i'I,,', and waflls "I' 'hl' Canadian people; and how the Britisb government were 
c,,:I,·d upon hy the house of assembly to look to that reporl as their guide in reme
dying existing grieYanccs, anLi obviating t!ifficulties for the ruture. That tbis 
!lui de shoult! have been studiously followed, that its suggestions should bave been 
IDl'ariably. construcd and enforced, with no servile adberence to the leller, but in 
tbc most liberal arceptilDCC of its preYailing spirit, and yet that such efforts should 
bave been unavailing to produce tbe expected conCiliation, may well justify the 
deepest regret ,1nd disappointment. 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 

The perusal of this triumphant document naturally suggests two 
reflections; fir~t, that the faithful execution of the recommendations 
of the committee is much more entitled to our approbation than the 
recommendations themselves; and, secondly, that the Canadian as
sembly were not to be satisfied with any concession whatever short 
of independence. ' 
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LETTER 1.' •. 

As the memorials addressed to governmrnt by the EIl.dish and 
French parties were at variance in pyery material point. a com
mission of enquiry, of which the .~o\ ('rnor. Lord Gosrord, was head, 
was sent out to Canada in 18:35. \"h('lhrr this commi~sion was 
necessary or not, is a matter with which I hall) nothing to do; I 
merely mention the fact as illustrative of the earnest desire that 
existed to compose these unfortunalf' diffinlllies, and to us"crtain on 
the spot how much of .::onccssion couid bc made, con,i"tently with 
retaining the sovereignty of the country. The cOI:lmi,,;ionners were 
told, 

, Your investigations will have for lheir (ommr'n ohject tbe adl'ancement of the 
welfare and prosperity of Lower Canada by .111 nwtbods eompatiule witb thc inle. 
grity of the empire, anJ witb the author i'y of th" King as SI:I"','nll' in .111 parts of lhe 
British dominions. 

• You will eycr bear in mind lhat you ar" sr''': nn a miss;"" of peace and con
ciliation. YOll will therefore proceed in a spiril 1I0t of di'II";', bllt nl (',,"lide"('"; 
remember:ng lhat mllch of Jour success will depcnd, [Jot only on the zeal, ability, 
and fairness cf your enquiries, hut also on ]'our perfect separation from all local 
and party disputes, and on lhe unquestionable rrcnkness cnu impnrtiality of your 
general conduct . 

• You wll observe, tbat the legislature of Lower Cal~ada mllst ultimateiy be the 
instrument Ihrough which any benellts resulting frlln )""1' mission musl, 10 a ,ery 
great extent, he accomplished. His Majesty uisclaims lhe inlf'lItio:l or provoking 
any unnecessary pa Iiamenlary interference in the internal afIairs or the province. 
To mediate between adverse parlies, with an entire respect for lhe constilulional 
rights common to them all, is the high office appr"I'riale 10 his r"lal stalion, and 
tbis funclion the King, aided by your enquiries "aU advice, is anxious on lhe pre· 
sent occasio!l to perform,' 

The governor was toM by Lord GlenP):!, 

, Your lordship therefore proceeds 10 Canada to advocate no Bril i,h interest, 
and to secure no selfisil ends. To maintain the peace and in~egrity or the empire, 
and to mediale between conlending parties, by wh,'m Ihose blessings have been en
dangered, is tbe high and honourable trust confided 10 you.' 

Every thing that was tangible in the celebrated ninety-two re
solutions, was put into shape, and separatcly commented upon for 
his guidance. 

1. It is alleged, observes his Lordship, that the patronage of his 
Majesty's government in Lower Canada has bcen rxcrcisrd in such a 
manner as to exclude the Canadians of French descent, not only from 
the larger number, but from all the more lucrative and honourable 
of the public employments in their native country.' 

• Had hi. Lordship thought proper to have entered iot? particul~rs, h. mi~ht ha,'. 
~ompiJed the following table, to show how utterly false tillS accusatIon was. He might 
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The abuse of patronage is said to extend still further; some persons 
arc represented as having been preferred to offices, in performing the 
duties of which th('\ arc unable to communicate, except through an 
interprrter, with th"c grt'at v,"ly of those with whom their allairs are 
to III' transacted. Other successful candidates for office are re
presented as persons willi have made themselves justly offensive to 
th.' hOllse of a,sr'IIlI,ly; '.1l:ilt·, on the other hand, employments 
created at Ihe instance of that house with a "iew to public im
provements, hav(', it is allegf'd, been studiously denied to those whom 
the ~"vpr[l"r had reason to belicve would be most acceptable to the 
assembly. 

It would be,:r:lITely possible to find any terms more emphatic than 
tho-(' employed hy tIlt' Earl of Ripon, to enjoin the utmost impar
tiality in the distribution of puhlic offices in Lower Canada, without 
rrfcl't'llt'" to national or political distinctions, or to any consideration, 
.'\('epl that "f slIl'priur capacity and fitness for the trust. I adopt 
III)' prerleres,or's instructions in their fullest extent; I concur with 
him in thinking that personal merit and skill, or knowledge, quali
fyin~ a canuiuate for the Yac~nt trust, ar~ the chief circumstances to 
whit:h the governor of 1111' provil~r(' must have regard; and that in 
1 II(' uistribution of omces, it is impossible to adhere wilh any minute 
exactness to the rille which the nllmerical proportion subsisting be
tween Ihl' two races might anord. But. your lordship will remember 
that between persons of e(jlwl or not very dissimilar preteOl,ions, it may 
be fit that lilt' dlOi.'n should Ill' made in such a manner as'in some de
grt'" to "ati-I':; the claims which the French inhabitants may reason
ably urge to be placed in the enjoyment of an equal share of the royal 
favour. There arc occasions also on which the increased satisfaction 
of the public at I<lr,-:(' with an appointment, might amply atone for 
some inferiority in IIII' qnalifications of the persons selected. To 

al'io h(lve stated th;\f the ilPPllil~tlllf'lLt'i cOlltai,lt-'fl in this table were made under every pos
sible disCl(hanta~:t', ill (,Oll~t qnt""'I('t' (If tilt· il\IJ\,t"d hostility of the French to the govern
ment and institutions of tit .... Ew.:llsb. and also fro II) the extreme difficulty offindi~g persons 
among them compdfllt to ,11.o.;c IJ;,rgt> thl:' dutie,q assigned to them, ancl might have Illustrated 
til.· " ..... t :t"'iertipll by I t'f ... rfllCt' to the fae!, tlw! (Jut of two grana juries at this time at 
llluutn,,/. (IItiy one jwr.'w/I I/'((sfound iliat could write Ilis name. Of the last seven 
Lundrt'd and 1I.irly (-i..ilLt ;'ppuil1tmeuts the proportion stood thus-

or l<"rench origin. . . 557 
Of British "ud Foreif'n . 181 

Of French origin appoiuted :-
To Lt·gislatin~ COllm:il . 
To Ext'cnti\'f' Council 
To other offices of profit 

738 

18 
5 

29 [baving held iD all 35 offices. 

, '. 52 perSODS. 
Of Bnbsh or Foro~n appointed:-

To the Lf'g-isidiYe Council It 
To the Executive 8 
To other offices 18 [baviDg held in all 22 offices. 

37 person •. 
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take the most effectual security in his Majesty's power against the 
.recurrence of any abuse in the exercise of this part of his delegate 
authority in Lower Canada, the King is pleased to command that, 
in anticipation of any vacancies which may occur in the higher of
fices in that province, and especially in all judicial offices, your lord
ship should from time to time transmit to the Secretary of State, for 
his Majesty's consideration, the names of any genl\emen resident in 
Lower Canada, whom you may think. best qualified to perform such 
trusts with advantage to the public. His Majesty proposes to autho
rize the nomination, as opportunity may occur, of the persons so to 
be submitted for his choice, having regard to such representations 
as he may receive from your lordship, or from any other adequate 
authorities respecting the competency of such persons to the public 
service. His Majesty is further pleased to direct that all offices in 
the gift of the king, of which the emolument shall amount to or ex
ceed 2001. per annum, shall be granted under the public seal of the 
province, in persuance of warrants to be issued by his Majesty for 
that purpose; and that, except when the successful candidate shall 
have been previously approved by his Majesty in the manner already 
mentioned, he should be informed that his appointment is strictly 
provisional, until his Majesty's pleasure could beknown. The control 
which it is thus proposed to establish over the hitherto unlimited 
powers of the governor, is not designed and will not be used as a 
means of securing to his Majesty's confidential advisers in this king
dom allY beneficial patronage whatever. I have already expressed 
my entire approbation of the system hitherto obsened, of consider
ing public employments in Lower Canada as properly appropriate 
to the inhabit~nts of the province. Without giving a pledge against 
any deviation from that rule in any solitary case (for such pledge 
might in the event prove embarrassing to all parties, a nd prejudicial 
to the welfare of the province), I can yet have no difficulty in 
ack.nowledging the qJleas a general maxim from which no departure 
should be admitted, unless on grounds so peculiar as plainly to jus
tify the exception. 

It has also been represented that in some cases the same individual 
is charged with numerous offices of which the duties are incompa
tible, either by creating a larger demand on the time of the officer 
than anyone man is able to meet, or by placing him in situations of 
which the appropriate functions clash and interrere with each other. 
From the generality of the terms in which this complaint has been 
made, it has not been in my power to ascertain the extent or reality 
of ,this grievance; but in whatever degree it may be found to exist, 
your lordship will understand that his Majesty expects that it should 
be completely remedied: that all persons occupying any such in
compatible employments should be called upon to renounce .such as 
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they cannot efficiently execute; and that in future the general rule 
mu~t be,-that no person should be entrusted with any office of which 
he cannot t.lischarge the proper duties with due punctuality and me

thod in his own person. 
2. Complaint is made of an unjust partiality in favour of the use 

of the English language in all official arts. The foundation of this 
complaint appears to be, that thirteen Fars ago a bill for the union 
of the t,," Can;).!a, ,vas brollght into Parliament by the then govern
ment, which, hall it passed into a law, would hay" mctde English the 
single official la !l,C:Il<l::!<' of both. I haH' no Inoliw for defending a 
scheme which was fI',il'ckil by the Honse of Commons. A case is 
also sait.lto hal ,. occurred at the di· lance of abont eleyen years since, 
in ,,'hich the jlldc:'" refused to entertain an action. IH'cause some 
part of the l'rocect.lings had been 'Hitten in the Fn'nch language. 
This is admitted to h,' an isolated cas('; and it is acknowledged that 
neither in the ('Ilmt., of law nor in the legislatllfe is any preference 
of one langnage' over the other really shewn. I therefore do not 
find any grii'\anct· on this suhject susceptible of a fpmedy ; nor is it 
in Illy 1"'1\1'1' ill stl'i';I~:thp:1 the injunctions of LonI Ripon, on the 
il1lpl'lll'ril'i\ IIf any ,m'll prefrrrnce of the E[1,"iish oyrr the French 
tonglle. As, hOWrl('f, the complaint has heen again urged by the 
!loils" of assrmhly, your lordship will take the earliest opportunity 
of assuri:Jg them, ill"t his ~bi,,'t~ disapproves, and is desirous to 
disconrage ;::1(\ prcYC'!!t to the utillost of his power, the adoption of 
any j'l'af'iil"" which would deprill' ('ither class of his suhjects of the 
11,'<' ill their nffirial acts of that. tongue with which early habits and 
educ!ltion lIlay hay .. rendered them most familiar. Your lordship 
will si,C!nir~ your willill,~lIc,s to a';"'lIt to any law whkh may give, 
Loth to the French and the English inhabitants, the most ample se
curity against any ''IF'h 11fPjudice. 

3. Reference has been made to certain rules of court made by th e 
judgrs, of "hi('h the earliest has heen in force (or thirty-four years, 
and the latest for nineteen; and which are said to be illegal; and 
even to amount to a violation of the faith of treaties, and of the 
pledges of the King and parliament. It is admitted, that until the 
year 183.1, those rules had been followed, without any complaint 
having IH'en preferred to his Majesty's g()Ycrnmcnt: I can, indeed, 
undertake to say, that until the fact was stated in evidence before the 
Canada committee of last year, the e:'<istence of such rules was alto
gether unknown in this cnuntry. Here, as on so many other topics, 
I am cOl1lpl'lled to revert to the instructions of the Earl of Ripon, 
and to instrurt yeur lorrlship to renl'W the proposal which he autho
rized Lord Aylmer to make to the provincial legislature, that a com
~lission should be appointed to revise any rules of court made by the 
Judges; and that on the report of such a commission, all such rules 
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as are either contrary to law or inexpedient should be revoked. I am 
not less solicitous than my predecessor, that such an inquiry should 
be made to embrace all the ptactice and' proceedings of the superior 
tribunals, with a view to rendering them more prompt and methodi
cal, and less expensive. If the house of assembly should think that 
these objects can be better effected by any other method than that of 
a commission of inquiry, you will concur with them in carrying it 
into effect. 

4. It is said that exorbitant fees have been exacted in some public 
offices. I haYe met with no proof or illustration of this statement. 
You wiIl, however, acquaint the house of assembly that his Majesty 
will be happy to concur with them in the revision of the fees of every 
office in the province without exception, and in the appointment, 
should they think it expedient, of a commission of inquiry for the 
purpose. His Majesty has no "ish on the subject, but that the re
muneration of all public officers, from the highest to the lowest, should 
be so regulated as to provide for the efficient discharge of the public 
service; an object which cannot be secured without a fair remunera
tion to the persons employed by the public. 

5. A complaint is made of the practice of calling upon the judges 
for extra-judicial opinions on public questions. Here again I know 
not how to reduce the general statement to any specific form; I can 
therefore advance no further than to lay down, for your lordship's 
guidance, the general rule, that you do not call upon the judges for 
their opinion on any question which, by the most remote possiiJility, 
may subsequently come before them for decision. "I should scarcely 
hesitate to interdict the practice of consulting them, altogether and 
without a solitary exception, if 1 did not remember that there are 
public contingencies in which the King would, for the common good 
of his subjects, be bound to take counsel with his judges. Such cases, 
however, wiII be exceedingly infrequent, and will arise only upon 
some of those great emergencies for which it is scarcely possible, or 
even desirable, that any definite provision should be made beforehand. 
To protect the independent exercise of the judicial office, not only 
against just censure, but even against the breath of suspicion, will 
be amongst your constant studies and most anxious endeavours. 

6. Complaint is made of the interference of the government and 
the legislative council in the election of members of the assembly. 
Wilh this general charge, I can deal only.in terms equally general. 
If any such practice prevailed, of which however there is no proof 
before me, your lordship will avoid with the utmost care every ap
proach to it. I acknowledge, without any reserve or limitation, the 
duty of the executive government of Lower Canada to abstain alto
gether from interference, direct or indirect, in the choice of the re
presentatives of the people; such an encroachment on the principles 
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of the constitution would be unattended even with a plausible pro
spect of temporary ad, antage. I earn~stly hope that the assembly 
were misinformed as to the existence of any such practices; for I am 
well com'inced, that it is by very ditTerent methods that the legiti
mate authority and influence of the King's government in Canada 
is to be maintained. 

7. I have read, not without deep concern, the language in which 
the house of assembly have spoken, in their ninety-two resolutions, of 
the conduct of the troops during the elections at Montreal: it is de
scribed as a sanguinary execution of the citizens by the soldiery. 
Anxious as I am to conciliate, by all just concessions, the favourable 
regard of the house, I am bound, by the strict obligations of justice 
to the British army, to protest against the application of such language 
to any part of a body, not less distinguished hy their humanity and 
discipline, than by their gallantry. The house had appointed a 
cOlllmittee to inquire into those proceedings, and had not received 
the report of the committee "hen they proceeded to pronounce this 
censure on the conduct of his Majesty's troops. The officers had 
been indi('!t><i before a grand jury of the country, and the bills had 
been thrown out for want of evicence. I n assuming to themselves 
the power to inquire, the assembly exercised their legitimate privi
lege: in passins a sentencC' of condemnation pending that inquiry, 
and in direct opposition to the finding of the proper legal tribunal, 
they l'XCl'l'lkJ their proper authority, and acted in opposition to the 
parliamentary usages of this country. Nor can I receive such an 
unauthorized r\l'rcssion of opinion "ith that deference which it is 
my duty and inclination to show for every judgment of the house, 
falling within the appropriate sphere of their deliberation. 

8. The assembly further complain that there is no method by 
which legal demands against the SOYl'rnment can be enforced in the 
province. In the absence of any distinct proof or illustration of the 
fact, I can only express his Majesty's desire that elTectual means may 
be taken for remedyillg this alleged Lldect in the law. 

9. The too frequent resenation of bills for the signification of his 
Majt·sly's )lle,lslII't', and thedelay in communicating the King'sdecision 
upon them, is a grievance of which my inquiries lead me to believe 
the reality. Your lordship will understand that the power of reserv
ing bills, granted by the ConstituLonal Act of 1791, is an extreme 
right, to be employed 1I0t without much caution, nor except on some 
evident nrccssity. You will also have the goodness to remember 
the indispensable necessity of transmitting, with thc least possible 
delay, the transcript of every law of which the operation is suspend
ed, for the signification of the royal pleasure; and of accompanying 
every such transcript with such full and minute explanations as may 
be necessary for rendering the scope and policy of them perfectly 
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intelligible, and for explaining the motives by which your lordship 
may have been influenced in declining to give your decision in the 
first instance. You will pledge his Majesty's government in this 
country to the most prompt and respectrul attention to every question 
of this nature which may be brought under their notice. 

10. My predecessors in office are charged with haying, on various 
occasions, neglected to convey to the house his i\Jajest) 's answers to 
the addresses presented to him by that body. Whether this state
ment could be verified by a careful examination of any particular 
cases, I am unable to state with certainty; nor on such a subject is 
it fit to make a conjectural statement. Your lordship will, however, 
assure the house, that his Majesty has been pleased to command, in 
the most unqualified terms, that every communication that either 
branch of the proYincial legislature may see fit to make to him, be 
laid before his Majesty immediately on its arrival in this kingdom, 
and that his Majesty's answer be conveyed to the province with the 
utmost possible dispatch. The King cannot, however, forget that 
the delay which may occasionally have taken place in making known 
in the province his Majesty's decision upon reserved bills, or upon 
addresses from either house of general assembly, may in some in
stances have been either occasioned or prolonged by circumstances 
which no promptitude or zeal in his Majesty's sen ice could have 
obviated; as, for example, the rigour of the Canadian climate ob
structing, during a certain period of the year, the direct approach t6 
Quebec and Montreal, and the imperfect nature of the internal com
munications through his Majesty's dominions in North America. 

II. Much complaint is made of the refusal of informal ion, for which 
the house of assembly have at different times applied to the governor 
of the province. After a careful examination of the Jlroceedin~s of the 
latest session in which any such applications were made, I have not 
been able to avoid the conclusion that there is just ground for the com
plaint. I do not perceive that any advantage would arise from enter
ing in this place into a very exact survey of the communicalions 
between the house and the governor respecting the production of pa
pers. It is more useful, with a view to the future, to state the gene
ral principle by which your lordship will be guided. 1 think, then, 
that the correspondence between your lordship and the secretary of 
state cannot be considered as forming part of those documents of which 
the assembiy are entitled to demand, as a matter of course, the un
reserved and universal inspection or perusal. In the official inter
course between his .Majesty and his Majesty's representative in the 
province, conducted as such intercourse necessarily is, through the 
intervention of the ministers of the crown, much confidential commu
nication must necessarily occur. Many questions require to be debated 
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copiously, and in all the various ligllts in which they may present 
themselves to the governor or to the secretary of state: and in such 
a correspondence it is necessary to anticipate emergencies which 
eventually do not occur, to reason upon hypothetical statements, and 
even to advert to the conduct and qualilications for particular em
ployments of particular individuals. It would be plainly impossible 
to conduct any puLlic alfairs of this nature, except on such terms of 
free and unrestrained intercourse. It is no less plainly impossible to 
give gl'neral publicity to such communications, without needless in
jury to the feelings of various persons, and constant impediment to the 
public service. A rule which should entitle a popular assembly to 
call for and make public all the despatches passing between the King's 
government and his :\Iajesty's local representative, would so obstruct 
the administration of public affairs, as to produce mischiefs far out
weighing the utmost possible advantage of the practice. 

In the same manner, there will occasionally be communications, in 
their own nature confidential, betwcen the governor and many of his 
subordinate olficers, which should also be protected from general 
publicity. 

But though I think it right to make this general reservation against 
the unlimited produrtion of all public documents, I am ready to ac
knowlclh:e that the )'('sti"iction itself may admit and even require 
many eHl'l'tions; and that in the exercise of a careful discretion, the 
governor, as often as he shall judge it conducjye to the general good 
of the province, may communicate to either branch of the legislature 
any part of his olficial correspondence, such only excepted as may 
have been expressly declared or manifestly designed, by the secretary 
of stale, to be confidential. 

But I am not aware of any other document connected with the public 
affairs of the province, the concealment of which from the assembly 
would be really useful or justiliable: especially whatever relates to 
till' revenue and expenditure in all their branches, or to the statistics 
of the province, should be at on~e and cheerfully communicated to 
them. For example, it will be desirable to make to the two houses 
such a communication of the Llue books, or annual statistical returns, 
which are compiled for the use of this department; and your lordship 
will solicit the assistance of the two houses of the local legislature, 
in rendering those return,; as accurate and as comprehensive as pos
sible. In short, the general rule must be that of entire freedom 
from n'st'fI e. The particular exception, as it arises, must be vin
dicated by the terms of the preceding instructions, or by some ex
planation sufficient to show that secrecy was demanded, not for the 
p~otection of any private interest, but for the well-being of the pro
Vlllce at large. In e, ery case in which the production of any paper, 
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in answer to any address of either house, may be refused, your lord
ship will immediately transmit to this office a statement of the case, 
with an explanation of the grounds of your decision. 

12. The occupation as a barrack of the buildings which anciently 
were part of the Jesuits' college, is strongly reprobated by the as
sembly. I can only remark that this exception from the general 
transfer of the Jesuits' estates to their disposal, was made and vin
dicated by Lord Ripon on a ground which has rather acquired a new 
force, than lost any of its original weight. After au occupation of 
those buildings for this purpose, for much more than half a century, 
there has accrued to the Crown a prescriptive title, of which, however, 
his Majesty has never sought to avail himself. The King is, on the 
contrary, anxious that the buildings should be restored, as promptly 
as possible, to their orif(inal use; nor will that measure be delayed for 
a single day, after other and adequate provision shall have been made 
for the accommodation of the troops; but it is needless to remark that 
his Majesty has no funds at his disposal for that purpose. The pro
posed transfer of all the sources of local revenue to the house of as
sembly has deprived the King oCthe means of providing for this or any 
similar service. It must rest, therefore, with the house to erect or pur
chase other barracks sufficiently commodious for the garrison, upon 
which the board of ordnance will immediately issue the necessary in
structions for evacuating the buildings at present occupied for that 
purpose. 

13. The lease of the forges of St. Maurice to !\Ir. Bell has been 
made, and is now irrevocable. I do nol conceal my regret, that this 
property was not disposed of by public auction to the highest bidder. 
Whatever arrangements may be hereafter settled respecting Ihe terri
torial revenue, it will be necessary to preyent the granting of any crown 
property on lease in the same manner by private contract, and more 
especially when the contractor is a member of the legislati\'e council. 

14. Impediments are said to have been needlessly raised to the 
endowment of colleges by benevolent persons. I fear it is not to be 
denied, that some unnecessary delay in deriding upon bills reserved 
for his Majesty's consideration, having such endowments for their 
object, did occur: a delay chiefly attributable to political even Is and 
the consequent changes of the colonial administration in this king
dom. I have no wish to withhold a frank acknowledgment of error, 
when really due, to the house of assembly, because I am persuaded 
that in that frankness they will perceive the best assurance of the 
sincerity with which, on behalf of the ministers of the crown, a 
pledge is given for the more prompt and ex~ct attention hereafter 
to every measure which has for its object the institution in the pro
vince of any oolleges or schools for the advancement of Christian 
knowledge or sound learning. 

25 
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15. On the subject of the clergy reserves, of which complaint is 
still made, the arrangements proposed by Lord Ripon leave his Ma
jesty nothing further to concede. The whole question has been re
ferred to the decision of the provincial legislature. To obviate mis
conceptions, the draft of a bill for the adjustment of the claims of all 
parties was framed under his lordship's direction, and brought into 
the house of assembly. Anticipating the possibility that this bill might 
undergo amendments in its progress through the two houses, mate
rially affecting its character, Lord Ripon had instructed the governor, 
in that event, not to refuse his assent, but to reserve the bill for the 
signification of his Majesty's pleasure. The loss of the bill is, how
ever, ascribed to the solicitor-general having, in his place in the 
house, stated that no amendment would be permitted. The solicitor
general's expressions may have been misunderstood; but if this was 
their purport, not only was the statement unauthorised, but directly 
at variance with the spirit of the instructions of the home govern
ment. I much regret the misapprehension, in whatever cause it may 
have originated. It may perhaps be ascribed to the fact, that Lord 
Aylmer did not think himself at liberty to produce to the house the 
Earl of Ripon's despatches on the subject. Your lordship will im
mediately communicate copies of them, inviting the council and as
sembly to resume the consideration of the question, upon the terms 
of Lord Ripon's proposal, to every part of which they may be assured 
of his Majesty's continued adherence. 

16. Lord Aylmer's refusal to issue a writ for the election of a new 
member of the assembly, upon the declaration of the hOl.l6e that M. 
Mondelet's seat had become vacant, is condemned by that body as a 
violation of their rights. The question has lost much, if not all, of 
its practical importance since the passing of the recen t law for vacat
ing the seats of members accepting places of emolument under 
the crown. Still, in justice to Lord Aylmer, I am bound to af
firm the accuracy of the distinction in reference to which he ap
pears to have acted. In cases ,,-here the vacancy of a seat may, 
consistently with existing usages, be notified by the house to the go
vernor without assigning the cause, he is bound to presume that the 
adjudication of the house is right, and must carry it into efTect by is
suing a new writ. But in cases where usage requires that in the 
notification to the governor the cause;of vacancies should be stated, 
then, if the cause alleged be insufficient in point of law, the gover
nor is not at liberty to comply with the request of the house. The 
concurrence of the governor and the house in any measur~, cannot 
render it legal, if it be prohibited by the law of the land. To that 
rule obedience is emphatically due by those to whom the constitution 
has assigned the high functions of legislation and of executive govern
ment. If, therefore, Lord Aylmer rightly judged that M. Mondelet's 
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Ileat had not been lawfully vacated, his lordship adhered to the strict 
line of duty in declining to issue the writ for which the house applied. 
If he entertained a serious and honest doubt on the subject, his lord
ship was bound to pause until that doubt could be removed by com
petent judicial authority. The subsequent introduction by statute of 
a law for vacating seats in such cases as that of M. Mondelet's, would 
seem sufficiently to establish that his acceptance of office was not 
followed by that legal consequence. 

17. I now approach the case of Sir John Caldwell. It is a subject 
which has uniformly excited the deepest regret of my predecessors; 
and I need hardly add, that I partake largely of that feeling. His 
Majesty's government have offered to the province every reparation 
which it has been in their power to make, for the original error of 
allowing monies to accumulate in the hands of a public officer, with
out taking full securities for the faithful discharge of his trust: they 
have placed at the disposal of the assembly whatever could be re
covered from Sir John Caldwell, or from his sureties; and your lord
ship will now, on the terms to which I have referred in my accom
panying despatch, be authorized to surrender to the appropriation of 
that house, the only funds by which his Majesty could have toptri
buted towards making good the defalcation. Every practical sugges
tion has also been made to the assembly, for preventing the recur
rence of similar losses. Nothing, in short, has been left undone, or 
at least unattempted, to mitigate the evil which the inadequacy of the 
securities taken from Sir John Caldwell, and the accumulations of 
public money in his hands, occasioned. Perhaps the legal proceed
ings against his property might be carried on with greater activity 
and effect; and if so, your lordship will lend your aid with the utmost 
promptitude to that object. It is, indeed, much to be lamented, that 
for so many years together, on such a case as this, the law should 
have proved inadequate to secure for the public such property as was 
in the possession of the defaulter, or his securities, at the time of his 
insolvency. 

I feel, however, that incomplete justice has hitherto been rendered 
to the people of Lower Canada, in Sir John Caldwell's case. That 
gentleman has been permitted to retain his. seat at the legislative 
council, and still holds that conspicuous station. Whatever sympathy 
I may be disposed to feel for individual misfortune, and in whatever 
degree the lapse of years may have abated those feelings of just indig
nation which were provoked by the first intelligence of so gross a 
breach of the publidrust, I cannot in the calm and deliberate ad
ministration of justice, hesitate to conclude that it is not fittillg that 
Sir John Caldwell should retain a seat in the legislature of Lower 
Canada: his continuance in that position, and his management and 
apparent possession of the estates which formerly belonged to him 
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in his own right, must exhibit to the people at large an example but 
too justly offensive to public feeling. Your lordship will cause it to 
be intimated to Sir John Caldwell, that the King expects the imme
diate resignation of his office of legislative councillor; and that in 
the event of the failure of that reasonable expectation, his Majesty 
will be compelled, however reluctantly, to resort to other and more 
painful methods of vindicating the government of the province against 
the reproach of indifference to a diversion of public money from its 
legitimate use to the pri\'ate ends of the accountant. 

I am not aware that there remains a single topic of complaint 
unnoticed, either in the preceding pages or in my accompanying 
instructions to your lordship and your fellow commissioners. It has 
been my endeavour to meet each successive topic distinctly and cir
cumstantially, neither evading any of the difficulties of the case, nor 
shrinking from the acknowled:,(ment of any error which may be dis
covered in the administ.ration of affairs so various and complicated. 
I dismiss the subject for the present, with the expression of my earnest 
hope that his Majesty's efforts to terminate these diss"ensions may be 
met by all parties in the spirit of corrpsponding frankness and good
will; assured that, in that case, his Majesty will not be disappointed 
in that which is the single object of his policy on this subject-the 
prosperity of Canada, as an integral and highly important member of 
the British empire. 

LETTER X. 

THE arrival of the Commissioners of Inquiry in Canada put an end 
to all further prospect of grievances, and at once damped the hopes 
and awakened the anger of thl' disaffected. The wry act of in
\'t'stigating the complaints which they themselves had preferred was 
made a subject of invedive; the commission was denounced as an 
insult to the assembly, whose voice alone should be heard, and whose 
decisions neither ad milted of f)uestion by the council nor by the 
goyernment. Knowing that the instructions ,given to the commis
sioners were of the most conciliatory description, that every change 
would he etlt'eled that ther had desired, and that, by their own show
ing, they would be compelled to be tranquil, they promptly chan"ged 
their ground, abandoned the untenable local topics, and boldly at
t~ck~d the constitution. The mask was now thrown off, and repub
hcamsm openly avowed as their object. That this development 
was prematurely hastened by the unexpected and immediate 'con
cession of their requests, and their object disclosed sooner than 
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they had intended, is evident from their address to the governor, se 
lately as in 1831, whom it was their interest ami intention to de
ceive_ Early in that year they saidto him, ' It will be our earnesl 
desire that harmony may prevail among the several branches of th~ 
legislature, that full elTect may be given to the constitution as esta
blished by law, and that it may'be transmitted IlllimpairelZ to poste
rity: Now dilTerent langnage was held, and that there might be 
no mistake, Mr. Papineau said: 

• The people of this province were now merely preparing themselves for a fulure 
state of political existence, which he trusted would be neither a monarchy nor an 
aristocracy. He hoped Providence had not in view for his country a feature so dark 
as that it should be the means of planting royalty in America, near a country so 
grand as the United States. He hoped, for the future, America would give re
publics to Europe.' 

As proofs are always preferable to assertions, and as this is too 
important a charge to rest on the authority of an anonymous writer, 
I shall adduce a few more instances where the avowal is distinct 
and unequivocal. In a French journal devoted to the party, pub
lished in Montreal, we find the following sentiments: 

'In examining with an atlenti,'e eye what is passing around us, it is easy to 
convince oneself that our country is placed in very critical circumSlances, and that 
a revolution will perhaps be necessary to place it in a more natural and less preca
rious situation. A constitution to remodel, a nationality to maintain-these are 
the objects which at present occupy all Canadians. 

'It may be seen, according to this, that there exist two parties, of opposite in
terests and manners-the Canadians and the English. These first .. born French
men have the hahits and character of such. They bave inherited from their fathers 
a hatred to the English; who, in tbeir turn, seeing in them tbe children ofF rance, 
detest them. These two parties can never unite, and will not always remain tran
quil; it is a bad amalgimation of interests, of'manners, of language, and 01' religion, 
which sooner or laler must produce a collision. It is sufficiently believed that a 
revolution is possible, but it is believetlto be far 00'; as for me, I think it will not 
be delayed. Let them consider these words of a great writer, and they will no 
longer treat a revolution and a separation from the mother country as a chimera
'The greatest misfortune for man politicall),,' said he, 'jis to obey a foreign power; 
no hllmilialion, no torment of; t6e heart, can compare to this. The subjected na
tion, at least if she be not protected hy some extraordinary law, ought not to obey 
this sovereign.'-We repeat it, an immediate separation from England is the only 
means of preserving our nationality. Some time hence, when emigration. shall 
have made our atlversaries our equals in number, more daring, and less generous, 
they will deprive us of our liberties, or we shall have the same fate as our unhappy 
countrymen the Acadians. Believe me, tbis is the fate reserved for us, if we do 
not hasten to make ourselves independent !' 

In a pamphlet written by Mr. Papineau, he says of the French: 

'It (the Frenc~ party) has not, it ought not to entertain.~ shadow. of hope that 
it will obtain any Justice whatsoever from any of the authontles constituted as they 
are at present in this couutry. If it would entertain the same opinion of the au
thorities in England that it entertains of the authorities in this country, these ob
stacles could eaSily be oycrcome.' 
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He then claims the colony as belonging solely to his party: 

, 'In consequence of the facilities afforded by the administration for the settle
ment of Britons witbin OUR colony, they came in sboals to our shores to pusb their 
fortunes.' 

'Tbey have established a system of paper-money, based solely upon their own 
credit, and which our IIabitans have had the folly to receive as ready money, al
tbougb it is not hard cash, current among all nations, but on tbe contrary, wbich 
is of no value, and, without the limits of the province, would not be received by 
any person.' 

To obstruct the arrival of emigrants as much as possible, resort 
was had to one of those measures so common in Canadian legisla
tion, in which the object of the bill is at variance with its preamble. 
An Act "'<IS passed, 6 Will. IV., c. 13, which, under the speciously 
humane pretence of creating a fund to defray the expense of medical 
assistance to sick emigrants, and of enabling indigent persons of that 
description to proceed to the place of their destination, a capitation 
tax was imposed, which alfeeled emigration to Upper as well as 
Lower Canada; and the operation of it was such, that even an in
habitant of the former province, returning to his home by the St. 
Lawrence, was liable to this odious impost. 

When every topic appeared to be exhausted, Mr. Rodier, a 
member of the assembly, was so fortunate as to have discovered a 
new one, in the cholera, which he charged the English with having 
introduced among them. Absurd as this may seem to be, it was not 
without its effect, and Ihe simple-minded credulous peasantry were 
induced to believe it of a people of whom they had lately heard from 
their leaders nothing but expressions of hatred and abuse. 

, When I see,' said he, 'my country in mourning, and my native land presenting 
to my eye notbing but one vast cemetery, I ask, what bas been the cause of alltbese 
disasters? and tbe voices of Ihousands of my fellow citizens respond from tbeir 
tombs,-iI is emigration. It is not enough 10 send amongst us avaricious egotists, 
without any other spirit of liberty than could be beslowed by a simple education of 
tbe counter, to enrich themselves at tbe expense of tbe Canadians, and then en
deavour to enslave them-I hey must also rid themsel .. es of their beggars, and cast 
tbem by thousands on our sbores-Ibey must send us miserable beings, wbo after 
baving partaken of tbe bread of our cbildren, will subject them to Ibe horrors of 
bunger and misery; Ihey must do still more-tbey must send us, in tbeir train, 
pestilence and death. If I present to you so melancboly a picture of the condition 
of tbis country, 1 bave to encourage Ihe bope tbat we may yet preserve our na· 
tionality, and avoid those future calamities, by opposing a barrier to tIlis torrent of 
emigration. It is only in the bouse of assembly' we call place our hopes, and it is 
only in the choice tbe Canadians make in tbeir elections, tbey can ensure tbe pre
servation of tbeir rights and political liberties.' 

Things were now rapidly drawing to a crisis. The legislature was 
assembled by the new governor, and addressed by him in a long and 

.• In a w?rk p~blished in France, for circulation in Canada, a very intelligible hint is 
gl\'en o~ thIS Nub]ect. 'As tbe l~ouse of assembly votes reward. for Ibe deolruction of 
wolves, It IS no.les~ urgent to deVIse means to prevent immigration from beiog a calami!,. 
for these colomes. 
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conciliatory speech, in which the evils of internal dissensions were 
pointedly and feelingly alluded to, and concessions sufficiently nu
merous made to have gratified the vanity and appeased the irri
tation of any other people than those to whom it was addressed. 
Among other things, they were informed, that intending to remedy 
the evils of persons holding a plurality of offices, he had begun with 
the highest, and discharged some of his executive councillors. This 
announcement was received in the same spirit as all others of a 
similar nature; and his excelleney having cancelled the commission 
of one gentleman, in consequence of his holding a legal appointment 
under the house, the assembly thought that so good an example could 
not be followed too speedily, and immediately dismissed him from 
the one he retained, because he IIX(S in the council. A supplicant 
for money must learn to subdue his feelings, and he who asks for 
bread must be prepared to encounter insolence as well as destitution; 
a dignified demeanour is but too apt to render poverty ridiculous, and 
a wise man generally lays it aside, to be worn on the return of hap
pier days. The local government was in great pecuniary distress; 
they were humble suitors at the portals of the house, and showed 
their discretion, in regarding as a mistake what was intended as an 
insult. Warrants were also tendered to earh branch of the legisla
ture for their contingent expenses; as these charges contained, on 
the part of the house, the salary of Mr. Hoebuck and Mr. Viger, 
agents in England, not appointed conjointly with the council, but 
by simple resolutions of the house, such an appropriation without 
law had always been violently opposed, aJild the constitutionalists, 
fearing such a sacrifice of principle would be made, had, previously 
to the meeting of the legislature, made it the subject of much animad
version, and presented the governor with a resolution, 'jThat the 
claim which has recently been insisted upon by the house of assembly, 
and occasionally acted upon by the legislative council, to obtain, by 
separate addresses to the governor, advances of unappropriated 
money, under the plea of defraying contingent expenses, but in reality 
embracing the payment of salaries or allowances not legally esta
blished, and more particularly as regards the pretensions of the 
assembly for expenses not incurred or to be incurred for the business 
oCthe sessions of that house, is altogether unfounded in law, unsup
ported by parliamentary usage, and subversive of the rights and 
liberties of the British subject.' 

Independent of the constitutional objection to the application of the 
public funds to the payment of persons whom the legislative council 
had not only not concurred in appointing, but to whose mission they 
had pointedly objected, they deeply deplored that so extraordinary a 
concession should be made, as the payment of every demand of that 
body that obstinately persisted in refusing to make any vote for the 
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support of the government. Peace, however, wa.s deemed paramount 
to every other consideration, and that nothing might be left undone to 
attain it, even this sacrifice was not considered too great. 

They were now called upon, in the usual manner, to provide for 
the support of the judges and the oflicers of government, the public 
chest containing at the time 130,0001. sterling. 

The house had no sooner retired from hearing this address, than 
their speaker adopted his usual mode of inflaming his party by the 
most violent invectives against all the authorities both at home and 
in the colony, charging the one with deceit aml hypocrisy in their 
word,;, and the other with oppression and peculation in their deeds. 
In a short time he brought matters to that condition he had so long 
desired. 

The house voted an address to his Majesty, in which they announced 
that they had postponed the consideration of the arrears," and deter
mined to refuse any future provision for the wants of the local admi
nistration, in order the better to insist upon the changes which they 
required from the imperial authorities. Their utmost concession 
(and they desired it might not be taken for a precedent) was to offer 
a supply for six months, that time being allowed to his Majesty's go
vernment and the British parliament to decide on the fundamental 
alterations of the constitution and other important measures included 
in the demands of the assembly. 

In this bill of supply, which was for six months only, and merely 
passed for the purpose of throwing the odium of rejection on the other 
branch of the legislature, they excluded the salaries of the council
lors, of their assistant clerk, one of the judges, some usual incidental 
charges of the civil secretary's office, besides other important sala
ries; and, as they had hoped, it was not concurred in. This was 
the lirst time they had left the executive without the means of con
ducting the government, for the sole and avowed purpose of procuring 
changes in the constitution. Of the confusion and distress which 
this repeated refusal of the assembly to co-operate with the other 
branches of the legislature produced in the province, it is difficult to 
convey any adequate idea. 

The province was far advanced in the fourth year since there had 
been any appropriation of provincial funds to the use of government; 
and although a sum, temporarily contributed from the British Trea
sury, had .relieved the civil officers, so far as to give them one year's 
salary dunng that period" the third year was passing away during 
which they had not had the smallest fraction of their earnings in the 
service of the pUblic. The distress and embarrassment which this 
state of circumstances inflicted on the functionaries of the province, 
whose privat.e resources are generally ver y limited, were as humiliating 
as they were unmerited. Many were living on money borrowed at an 
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exorbitant interest; some could not but be reduced to the verge of 
ruin; and to show that this suffering of individuals was not unattended 
with danger to the general welfare, it may be enough to remark, with
out painfully dwelling on private circumstances, that the judges of the 
country were amongst those:who were left to provide for their subsist
ence as best they might, after three year's stoppage of their official 
incomes. 

This condition of affairs might naturally haH' been expected to 
terminate with the commencement of the present session. In the 
two previous years the supplies had failed in the assembly, either 
from differences with the governor for the time being, or from the 
refusal of funds for the payment of their contingent expenses; but 
when the provincial parliament last met, these grounds of dissension 
were removed. You will not perceive (the commissioners observed) 
amongst the grounds assigned for prolonging the financial difficulties, 
any complaint against the existing provincial administration, or the 
assertion of any demerit in the parties who continued to be deprived 
of their lawful remuneration. No local cause of quarrel was alleged, 
of which the'settlement might be indisprnsable hf'fore the public busi
ness could proceed; on the contrary, it was stated openly and without 
disguise, that changes of a political nature were the end in view, and 
that until certain acts should be done, competent to no other autho
rity than the imperial parliament, and comprising organic changes 
in the constitution, by virtue of which the assembly itself existed, that 
the house would never make another pecuniary grant to the govern
ment. Thus the public servants, no parties to the contest, were 
amicted merely as instruments, through whose sufferings to extort 
concessions totally independent of their will to grant or to refuse. It 
is scarcely necessary to remark, that the objects, for the enforcement 
of which even such means as these were tholl!:!ht expedient, had never 
been positively refused, but had only been referred to the commission 
of inquiry, in order that, before the executive branch of the govern
ment undertook to recommend changes of a very important and ex
tensive nature, it might receive adrice from persons entrusted with 
the confidence of his Majesty. This, however, did not prove enough. 
Apprehensions of delay from the commission, and doubts of the free
dom with which it would act, were expressed in the address; and 
the assembly intimated, with frankness, that it would allow of no de
liberation; that either its demands must be acceded to forthwith, or 
that it would employ its power over the supplies, to render the govern
ment of the country impossible. 

The sufferings of these officers was a matter of undisguised satis
faction to the disaffected, who made them the subject of much face
tious comment on every occasion. The commissioners very naturally 
observed on this peculiarity: 
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, If proof were wanting that national distinctions do exercise an influence on 
the course of affairs ill this province, it might be supplied in tbe absence of all 
sympathy on the part 0[' the bouse of assembly in the existing di;tress of the public 
officers. Those officers of government are for the most part of Englisb origin, 
which, we thinl(, explains the treatment of the public functionaries by the members 
of assembly. If both spoke tbe same language, used the same habits, and bad 
those ordinary feelings of sympathy which must follow from any familiar inter
course in private \i'e, we do not believe it I",ssiilh' that one of the two could find 
resolutilln to pllln~e indiscriminately the whole of Ihe otber class into difficulties, 
not ['or any acls 0[' their IIWII, not even for any obnoxious sentiments they might 
boltl, but in order tbat, by their losses, a third party might he induced, througb 
compassion, to surrender "",;l'c1s desired at its hands.' 

Such, howevpr, were the means through which they hoped to effect 
their object, which they now announced as follows: 

1. That the legislative council should be elective. 
2. That the executive council should be converted into a ministry 

responsible to the assembly. 
3. That the Tenures' Act and Land Company's Act should be re

pealed. 
4. That the Crown revenues should be surrendered uncondi

tionally. 
5. That the management of the waste lands should be given up to 

them. 
And they further declared, that they would pay no arrears, or vote 

any civil list. until these demands should be complied with. 
Here the government also made its stand, and very properly said, 

We shall concede no further; these demands involve a surrender of 
the colony to one party '~ithin it, and we are not justified in granting 
them, consistently with the duty we owe to the crown, to the public, 
or to the colonists of British origin. 

In order th;!t YOIl may understand the bearings of these demands, 
which are now the real points in dispute (all others having been dis
posed of), it will be necessary for me to consider them separately; 
but as I have already shewn YOll that' nationality,' 'independ
ence,' and republicanism were their avowed ultimate objects, and 
also the quo animll in which they were demanded, you may naturally 
infer that they themselves considered them as materially contributing 
to that end, and essential to prepare the country (as Mr. Papineau 
described it) for a future state of political existence, which he trusted 
would be neither a monarchy nor an aristocracy. Indeed this has 
never been denied any where but in England, and here only by a 
party \\ho are desirous of applying the same elective principle to the 
house of lords, most probably with the view of producing a similar 
result. 

1st. The first demand was that the legislative council should be 
elective. 

The legislative council is contemporaneous with the house of as-
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sembly, owing its existence to the constitutional act of 1791, and was 
the first instance known in the colonies of such a body having a dis
tinct existence, separate and apart from the executive council. It 
consisted at first of fourteen members, and, in October 1837, of forty, 
eighteen of whom were French Canadians; but as there were several 
unable to attend from infirmities and old age, Lord Gosford reported 
that not more than thirty-one could be assembled, thirteen English 
and ,eighteen French members, of whom three at most were persons 
holding office under government. This body has, as far as the de
pendent nature of a colony permits, analogous duties to perform to 
those of the house oflords, and, when judiciously selected, is essential 
to deliberate and useful legislation, to sustain the prerogative, to up
hold the connexion between the mother country and the colony, and 
to give security to the hundred and fifteen thousand subjects of Bri-

o tish origin in the province. This much was admitted even by the 
commissioners of inquiry, whose reluctant tribute appears not to 
have been given until ingenuity had sought in vain for, a better sub
stitute. 

, In the revision and correction of bills sent up to tliem by tbe assembly, we 
have no doubt, however, that the council bas onen rendered valuable services, to 
the country, and has no less fulfilled one, perhaps, of its peculiar functions, by 
its rejection of measures which the constitution would not admit, tbereby relieving 
the representative of the King from the duty of withholding the royal assent to 
them: such as bills in which the assembly encroached upon tbe royal prerogative, 
tacked to their grants of money conditions deemed in England unparliamentary, 
or took it upon themselves to attempt the repeal of a British statute.' 

It has been the unceasing aim of Mr. Pdpineau and his party to 
libel this body as a combined faction, actuated by interest alone to 
struggle for the support of a corrupt government, adverse to the 
rights and wishes of the people. One of the charges brought against 
it was that there were too many persons in it holtling office, and that 
complaint was not without its foundation. Indeed it was so appa
reni, that, from 1829 to 1835, twenty-one new councillors were 
appointed wholly independent of government. Another charge pre
ferred against it was the rejection in ten years of 169 bills sent to 
them by the other hOlJse, as contained in the following tables:-
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IR~2. 
18i3. 
lSi/. 
18:!5. 
1826. 
ISi7. 
IH2fl ~ 
lSi!)' . 
IH3n. 
1831. 
183io 

YEAR. 

TOTAL 
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Rejected by 
the Con neil. 

8 
11 
12 
12 
III 

:\0 Session. 

i6 

16 
II 
11 

1~2 

Amended by 
Council. TOTAL. 

0 8 
2 16 
5 17 
5 17 
8 27 

No Session. No Session. 

8 24 

8 24 
3 II 
8 22 

H 169 

This charge has been reiterated in the other colonies, where the 
<'xplanation neYer fullowed, and in some instances, from the drcum
stantial and formal manner in 'vhith it is made, has not been without 
its elTect. It will be observed that they are charged with rejecting 
169 instpud of 122 hills, "vcry exercise of the constitutional right of 
amendment being considered equivalent to rejection. Every suc
cessiw year the bills which had been disagreed to were again trans
mitted to them, to swell by their rejerl.ion the amount of their olTences. 
Deducting til<' number produced by this multiplying process, the 
amount of bills rpjected falls under forty, which is an average of less 
than four a year. In addition to this formidable list which had not 
bepn concllrred in, another interminable one was olTered of those 
which had not been considered, the explanation of which I find in the 
worLls of the commissioners :_0 

, Much obloquy h~s also, we must assert, been unjustlv attempted to be thrown 
on tbe council fill' the rrjedion or bills sent up to tbem late in tbe seslion, ",hen 
there were no longer the means or rorming a house in the assembly to take into 
consideration any amendments that might be made on them.' 

Instead of preferring complaints against this body for acts of omis
sion, they might have been more successful had they rested satisfied 
with char:.:in~ them with acts of commission; for, although they can 
be justified for their rrjcction of pernicious bills, what shall we say 
to their want of firmness in afterwards passing some of those very 
bills, under the dictation of that assembly that was arming itself 
with fres h charges from these instances of its weakness? But the 
time had now arriYed when it was alike independent of the crown 
and the people, and could neither be influenced by the timid fears of 
the executive, nor the violence and invective of the assemblv. So 

-long as a majority of office-holders and people connected with govern-
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ment had seats at the council board, the factious majority of the house 
could exercise a control over the council, through the state of de
pendence and subjugation in which they kept the executive. Every 
governor had lately shewn a desire to win the honour of pacifying 
Canada,-had receded and conceded, offered conciliation and endured 
affronts, borne and foreborne, in a manner that it is quite humiliat
ing to contemplate,-and had used his influence in the legislative 
council to aid in the execution of instructions which, although they 
are justly entitled to the merit of kind intentions, have not so much 
claim upon our admiration on the score of their merit or their dignity. 
We find, indeed, the aid of the secretary for the colonies called in, 
and Mr. Stanley reproving them for even insinuating a doubt of the 
loyalty of these omnipotent men, and regretting that any word had 
been introduced which should have the appearance of ascribing to a 
class of his Majesty's subjects of one origin views at variance with 
the allegiance which they owe to his Majesty. The house had, 
however, by their incessant complaints, purified the board of every 
person upon whom this influence could be exerted. This inde
pendence of executive influence is thus alluded to by Lord Aylmer:
, It would be difficult, perhaps, to find in any British colony a legis
lative body more independent of the Cruwn than the legislative 
council of Lower Canada; and 80 jitr am I from possessill//, (/.; the 
King's 1'epresentati('e, allY il/filu'nce there, that I n·i!l not conceal 
tlult I have, on more than one occasion, regretted the course adopted 
by the council. But whilst I make this confession, I will not deny 
but I have, on the contrary, much satisfaction in avowing that I re
pose great confidence in that branch of the colonial legislature. It 
is a confidence derived from my knowledge of the upright, inde
pendent, and honourable character of the great majority of those 
who compose it, and of their firm and unalterable attachmeut to his 
Majesty's person and government, and to the constitution of the 
colonies as by law established.' The council had actually become, 
what it ought to be, the representative of the independent people of 
the country-of the wealth, intelligence, and virtue of the colony. 
The assembly, therefore, voted that it was more mischievous than 
ever, and resolved that it should be elective. It is but due to them 
here to say that this idea is not thought to have originated in Canada, 
but to have been communicated to them, with other equally judicious 
advice, froD;l England. It is certain that it has been advocated here, 
if not strongly, at least warmly, and was supported in the house of 
lords by Lord Brougham. From a careful perusal of what his lord
ship said upon the occasion, which was declamatory and not argu
mentative, I am inclined to beJieve it received his support, not so 
much because he thought so, as because the ministry did not think 



998 THE BUBBLES 

so, as the whole speech appears to be the effect of strongly excited 
feelings. 

Any organic change in the legislative council must be well con
sidered, before it is granted, in two distinct and separate bearings, 
first, as it affects the connexion with this country, and, secondly, as 
it affects the interests of the colonists themselves. The avowed ob
ject of the assembly in advocating this change, is to procure an 
identity of views in the two branches, which would be effected by 
their being elected by the same persons, or what is the same thing, 
by the same influenccs. Were this to take place, it would be a du
plicate of the house, registering its Acts, but exercising no beneficial 
legislation upon them. A difference of opinion then, whenever it 
occurred, would not be between the two houses, but between them 
and the governor, and it is easy to conceive how untenable his posi
tion would soon becom!'. At present, although possessing a veto, 
and forming a constituent, he can hardly be said to be a deliberative 
branch of the legislature, but by this change either such duties must 
necessarily devolve upon him, and occasion the exercise of incom
patible powers, or in every instance where he differed in opinion, he 
would be compelled to resort to a rejection of the measure. The 
commissioners, whose reasoning on the subject is not very intelligi
ble, have been more fortunate in the expression of their impar
tiality, having recorded at the same time their approbation of the 
principle, and their conviction of the danger of its application. The 
object orthe French party, it is said, is to assimilate their jnstitutions 
to th()se of the l' niled States; but the situation of the country is so 
different from that of any state in the union, that there is no analogy 
whatever. Instead of two co-existent but independent chambers, it 
would in fact be only one body occupying two halls. 

I n Canada there is unfortunately wanting among the French popu
lation, the salutary controul of public opinion. The population is 
wholly unfit for the exercise of the important duties of self-govern
ment. Scattered over a large surface, ignorant of constitutional 
principles, and inattentive to public affairs, they implicitly follow a few 
leaders, who have the choice and the management of their represen
tatives in their own hands, and who, if this change were conceded, 
would place in both houses such persons as would follow their 
instructions. It were needless to ask in such a case what would 
become of the British population? That Mr. Papineau knows but 
little of the constitution of the United States which he affects to 
admire, and claims to imitate, will best appear from the following 
extracts from American constitutional writers: 

, All the powers of government,' says 1\11'. Jefferson, 'legislative executive 
and judiciary, result to the legislative body. The concentration or ibese ill tb~ 
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same hands is precisely the definition of a de.potic government. It will be no al
I~viation, that these powers will be exerciserl by a plurality of hands, and not by a 
slDgle one. One hundred and seventy-tbree despots would surely be as oppressive 
as one. Let those wbo doubt it turn tbeir eyes on the republic of Venice. An 
elective despotism is not the government we fought for; but one which sbould not 
only be founded on free principles, but in wbicb tbe powers of government sbould 
be so divided and balanced amol1g several bodies of magistracy, as tbat no one 
could transcend their legal limits witbout being effectually cbecked and restrained 
by tbe otbers.' 

Anotherauthor says, 

e Anotber and most important advantage arising from this ingredient is, the 
great din:erence wbicb it creates in the elements of tbe two brancbes of tbe legisla
ture; which constitutes a great desideratum in every practical ilil'ision of legislative 
power. In fact, ~bis division (as has been already intimated) is of little or no in
trinsic value, unless it is so organized, that each can operate as a real check upon 
undue and rash legislation. Ir each branch is su,bstanlially framed upon the same 
plan, the advantages of the division are shadowy and imaginative; the visions and 
speculations of the brain, and not tbe waking thoughts of statesmen or patriots. 
It toay be safely asserted, tbat for all the purposes of liberty, and security of stable 
laws, and of solid institutions, of personal rights, and of the protection of pro
perty, a single branch is quite as good as two, if their composition is the same, 
and their spirit and impulses tbe same. Eacb will act as tbe otber does; and eacb 
will be led by some common influence of ambition, or intrigue, or passion, to tbe 
same disregard of public interests, and the same indifference to the prostration of 
private rights. It will only be a duplication of tbe evils of oppression and rash
ness with a duplication of obstruction to effective redress. In this yiew lhe orga
nization ofthe senate becomes of inestimable value.' Again be salS, 'The im
probability of sinister combination will alwa)s be in proportion to tbe uissimilarily 
or the genius of tbc two bodies; and therefore every circumstance consistent wilh 
harmony in all proper measures, wbich points out a distinct organization of tbe 
component materials of eacb, is desirable.' 

And again this is very powerfully put by an eminent republican 
writer: 

« The division of tbe legislature inlo two separate and independent brancbes, is 
founded on such obvious principles of good policy, and is so strongly recom
mended by the unequivocal language of experience, tbat it has obtained tile general 
approbation of the people of tbis country. One great object of this separation of 
tbe legislature into two houses acting separately, and wilb co-o: dillate powers, is 
to destroy tbe evil effects of sudden and strong excitement, and ot precipitate mea
sures, springing from passion, caprice, prejudice, persDnal influence, and party 
intrigue, and which bave becn found by sad experience, to exercise a potent aDd 
dangerous sway in single assemblies. A basty decision is not so likely to arrive to the 
solemnities of a law when it is to be arrested in its course and made to undergo 
the deliberation, and probably tbe jealous and critical revision, of another and a 
rival body of men, sitting in a different place, and under better advantages, to ayoid 
the prepossessions and correct tbe errors of the other branch. Tbe legis!ature of 
Pennsylvania and Georgia consisted originally of a single house. The instability 
and passion which marked their proceedings were very visible at the time, and 
the subject of much public animadversion: and in the subsequent reform of their 
constitutions, the people were so sensible of this defect, and of the inconvenience 
they had suffered from it, that in botb states a senate was introduced. No por
tion of the political bistory of mankind is more full of instructive lessons on this 
SUbject, or contains more striking proofs of the faction, iustability, and misery of 
slales under Ibe dominion of a single, uncbecked assembly, than tbose of the lIalian 
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republics of the middle ages, and which in great numbers, and with dazzling but 
transient splendour, in the interval between the fall of the western and eastern 
empire of the Romans.' Tbey were all alike ill-constituted, with a Single unba
lanced assembly. They were all alike miserable, and ended in similar disgrace.' 

The second demand was that the executive council should be 
converted into a ministry responsible to the assembly. The existence 
of a council to advise the governor in lhe conduct of affairs may be 
traced back to the first establishment of a civil government in this 
province under the authority of Great Britain. The royal instructions 
to General Murray, dated 7th December 1763, commanded him to 
appoint a council as therein specified. The statute of the 14th of 
Geo. 111., c. 83, established it in a more formal manner, and 
conferred upon it certain ll'g;slalive powers; but in 1791 the con
stitutional act provided for the existence of two councils, a legislative 
and an execuli\I' one; and accordingly, by royal instructions, dated 
the 16th September of that year, the latter was appointed to consist 
of nine memLers, ,rith a salary to each one respectively of one 
hundred pounds. Additional or honorary members have since been 
occasionally added to the board. Of the functions of the executive 
council the most comprehensive description is that they are bound 
to gire their advice to the governor whenever it is requested.t 
There arc certain cases in which the governor is required to act by 
and with thrir alh ice, but in far the greater part of the business of 
government he is at liberty to receive their advice or not as he 
pleases. It audits public accounts, has some direction of the crown 
lands, and constilutes a court of appeal. It can assemble only on 
summons from the goyernor, is sworn to secresy, and confers no 
privilege on its members of either recording their several opinions 
or entering their protests individually. 

This body, it is dernanued, should be converted into a ministry 
and be made resp"llsiLl" to the assembly; the answer to this is 
strongly and pointedly given in the report of the commissioners;-

, The house of assembly, in their answer to the governor's speech at the opening 
of the late session, anll in their subsequent address to his Majesty, dated the 26th 
of }<'ebruary 1836, e'pressed their desire for a 'constitutional responsibility' of the· 
e\l'l'lIlil'e coundl, based on the practice of tht' United Kingdom. We have already 
had occasion to advert to this proposal incidentally in our report of tbe 12th of 
l\Jarcll, but a recapitulation of what we tben advanced, and some further examina
tion 01 the project, may uot be superfluous here, especially as the subject has ex
ciled such keen interest in Upper Canada since the time when we last noticed it. 
On that occasion we observed, that while in England it was a maxim of the con
stitutiou that no wrong could be imputed to the sacred person of his Majesty, the 
head ortne executive here was a servant of bis Majesty, responsible t~ the King 

• I would refer the reader, if he f.els inclined to pursue this subject, to Sir James 
M'lnto.h'. celebrated Introductory Lecture, written in 1797; in which 'by anticipation he 
COlD posed with great skill and ability the condemnation of his own conduct on the Reform 
Eill. 

t See Appendix to Report of Commissioners. 
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and to parliament for his conduct; that tberefo. e it was necessary tbat bis measures 
sbould be under bis control, in like manner as their consequences 'rested upon bis 
cbaracter; tbat to render tbe executive cuuncil responsible to any but the governor 
himself, would demand the allotment to tbem of new powers commensurate with 
tbeir new responsibility, and would require a corresponding diminution of tbe 
powers of the governor; tbat tbus tbe direct tendency of a council, responsible in 
tbe sense we were then considering, was to withdraw part of the administration 
from his Majesty'~ representative in tbis province, and to abridge to that extenttbe 
efficiency of the functionary on wbom, above all otbers, his Majesty must reiy lor 
retaining the allegiance of the colony . 

• We would now remark furtber, tbat tbe question is not betwecn responsibility 
and irresponsibility absolutely, but only as to a pcculiar sort of rcsponsibility, wbich 
it is wished to attach to the executive council. The weightiest responsibility which 
can allach to any man in mailers of a public nature fur which he is not punishable 
by law, or by loss of office, is the accountability to public opinion, and from this 
tbe executive councillors m'e not even now exempt, though, in consequence of the 
rule ofsecresy (which we shall presently propose materially to relax), they arc not 
so mucb open to it as might be wished. They arc already amenable to the courls 
of law for any offence, legally punishable, which lIlay be brought home to thclII ; 
tbey would also, we apprehend, be made amenable to the jurisdit'tiun of any ceurt 
which may be establisbed for the trial of impeachments against public functionaries; 
and tbey are liable to be dismissed by tbe same aUlhurily which appoints tbcm. 
Tbese different liabilities constitute a responsibility, than whicb we kno\\" not 
what otber is borne by any publiC servants . 

• But if the councillors were rClidered accounlable fur the acls of ~u\ <"rnmrnt, 
and accountable not 10 the executive authority by "hid, they aI',' appointed, but 
immediately to the house of assembly, we think that a slute of things \\'ould be 
produced incompatible with the connexion bet wee II a colony and thc mother 
country. The council baving to answer for the course of governmcnt, must in 
justice be allowed also to control it; tbe responsibility, therefore, of the governor 
to his Majesty must also cease, and the very functions of governur, instead of being 
discharged by the person exprcssly nominated for that high lrust, would in reality 
be divided among such gentlemen as from time to time might be carried into tbe 
council by tbe pleasure of the assembly. Tbe course of affairs would depend ex
clusively on tbe revolutions of party within the province. All union with the 
empire, tbrough tbe bead of the executive, would be at an end; the country in 
short would be virtually independent; and if this be the object aimcd aI, it ougbtto 
be put in its proper light, and argued 011 its prope~ grounds, and not disgui,cd 
under the plausible demand of assimilating the cunstitutiun of these provinces to 
that of the mother country.' 

I shall not weaken the effect of this by any remarks of my own, 
but merely observe, that if a majority in the housc, appointing the 
legislative council, and controlling thc cxecutiyc, is not a statc of in
dependence as regards Great Britain, and of despotism as regards the 
province, it must at least be admitted, that it confers all the advan
tages of such a condition but the namc. 

The third was a demand for the repeal of the Tenures Act and the 
Land Company's Act. On neither of these topics is it necessary to 
dwell longer than to explain the nature of them. I have already ob
served that Canada was subject to the old feudal law of France, and I 
refer you to page 307 of this work for an account of their more promi
nent features. The inconvenience of this sort of tenure has been very 
strongly felt, and particularly in towns, as preventing the transfer of 

26 
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property and 'its consequent improvement. The English population, 
especially of 'Montreal, complain that to allow the exercise of sei
gneurial rights over a city destined by its situation to become a great 
commercial emporium, * is not merely to give a fatal wound to the 
progress of the city itself, but it is weakly, impolitically, and unjustly 
to sacrifice the interests of trade and of future generations, through
out a large portion of both provinces, to which its extended commerce 
under happier auspices, might be capable of giving prosperity and 
comfort. They say that the lods I't ('('ntes, or mutation fines, amount
ing by law to one-twelfth of the price upon every sale, constitute one 
of the greatest grievances, but by no means the only one, arising from 
the present tenure, and which cannot be removed while the sei
gneury continues to be held in mortmain. 

Supposing a manufactory or building worth 12,0001" to be erected 
upon a lot nut worth 100l., if the proprietor has occasion to sell, and 
could even find a purchaser willing to giye him the sum he has ex
pended in the erection of the edifice, he is nevertheless liable to lose 
1,0001, as a punishment for having had the industry, the means, and 
the enterprise to build; because the claim of the seigneurs is not the 
twelfth of the original \aluc of the ground merely, but the twelfth 
of the amount of the money and labour of others laid out upon the 
building also, 

This, under the feudal syslPm, becomes a privileged debt to the 
seigneurs, who have not expended a farthing. But this is not all-the 
next and the next vendor, ad ilctillillllJl, must each in turn lose to the 
seigneurs a twelfth of the purchase-money. So that if, in the exigen
cies of trade, or by inevitable misfortunes, the building should change 
hands a certain number of times, the seigneurs will benefit by these 
evils tu the amount of 12,0001., the full cost of the edifice, to which 
they have contributed nothing, being one hundred and twenty times 
the original value of the lot. Instances are known where the claim 
for lods d I'/'Ilfes, dderred until the occurrence of several sales, has 
swept away at once the whole price for which the lot, buildings and 
all, have been sold. 

It has been assertedt by men of great local knowledge, that the 
entire value of all the real estate and buildings in the city of Montreal 
(the property of, and erected at the cost of m1Jny thousands ofindivi
duals) must, every forty years or less, be paid into the hands of the 
seigneurs; and this is exclusive of the rents of the seigneury. Thus 
the value of all the real estate and building existing forty years ago 
when the buildings were much fewer, and the value of the real estate 
far less than at present, has certainly, within the last forty years, 
passed into their hands. In like manner the number of buildings, 

". See Letters of ADti-Bureauerat. t J. Thorn. Esq. 
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and value of real estate, will of necessity be so much augmented dur
ing the next forty years, that at the end of that period it is likely that 
the present value of all the real estate and buildings will also have 
passed into their hands, should the feudal tenure be allowed by suf
ferance still to retain its possession. It is to be remarked that this 
enormous contribution, this appalling and blighting exaction, is prin_ 
cipally raised from improvements of which Englishmen and English 
commerce are the creators and cause. 

This old law also allows of a system of mortgage called hypotheque, 
which may affect the land in a variety of ways without enabling 
anyone creditor of the owner of the land to know what is passing or 
has passed between his debtor and any other person. The system of 
general mortgage aggravates in a tenfold degree the evils of secret 
obligations. For where mortgages spring from such a variety of cir
cumstances, and are created in sueh a variety of ways, their secresy, 
even if they were special, would be sufficiently pernicious, but their 
generality engenders evils absolutely intolerable and altogether in
credible. Through that generality of mortgages, a man cannot hold 
real property for an hour without vitiating its title to the amount of 
all his previously granted notarial obligations. In this way, a man 
may pollute the title of real property, that, irtually neler belonged to 
him. He may have bought a farm or a house on credit, may have 
been obliged by want of funds to restore it to the seller, and may thus 
have burthened it with a hundred previously contracted debts of in
definite amount. 

The tacit hypotheque is of five kinds :-1. The dower of his wife, 
unless barred by an ante-nuptial contract; 2. Security to his ward, 
in the event of his being appointed guardian to any minor, which he 
may be without his own consent, the office being in many cases com
pulsory; 3. The same obligation in the event of his being named cu
rator, trustee, or administrator of any intestate person; 4. The obli
gation of an heir, entering on his inheritance, to the paynwnt of the 
debts of the person from whom he received it, or sans uC/l/:!ice d'ill
'Centaire .. lith, and lastly. The liability of public servants for the due 
performance of their trusts. The wife's dower, moreover, is the in
heritance of the children of the marriage, and consequently an entail 
is created by it, as well as a life interest. 

The British government thought it was conferring a great benefit 
upon the Lower Canadians in proposing to change the tenures, so as 
to get rid of those circumstances which thus depreciated the value of 
land, and retarded the improvement of Canadian trade and agricul
ture; and all un biassed men would, and did, agree with the govern
ment on this point. 

The first provision on this subject consisted of two clauses of the 
Canada Trade Act (3 Geo. IV., c. 119, s. 31 and 32), by whic~ 
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his lUajesty was empowered to agree with all seigneurs for the com
mutation of their dues to the Crown, and also to commute with such 
censitaires as held immediately of the Crown, and to re-grant both 
to one class and the other their lands in free and common soccage. 
In addition to, and amendment of this Act was passed the 6 Geo. IV., 
c.59. 

The most important clauses are as follow: 

Sec. I-Provides for tbe commutation (on request) of tbe tenures or land beld 

of tbe Crown. 
Sec. 2-Provides that rig!.ts of the seigneur shall not be affected till sucb com-

mutation is fully made. 
Sec. 3-Declares that persons holding lands in fief, and obtaining a commuta

tion from the Crown, shall be bound to grant a like commutation, if required, 10 
those holding under them, forsllch in(kmnity as shall be fixed by experts, or (sec. 4), 
by proceedings in a court of la w. 

Sec. a-Declares that on ,ueil agreement or adjudication the tenure shall be 
converted into free and common ,,,('('a~e, but sec. 6 provides that this shall nol 
discharge a man of dues or sen ices then accrued to the lord. 

Sec. 7 -Persons applying for commutation are to give public notice to mort
gagees and others having claims on the lands. 

Sec. 8-Lands bolden in free and common soccage in Lower Canada, are to 
be subject to the laws of England. 

Sec. 9-ProvitJed, neYcrllll"k<s, that nothing herein contained shall extend 10 
prevent his Majesty, with the aUI'ice and consent of the legislative council and 
assemuly of the province of Lower Canada, from making and enacting nny sucb 
\a,,; or statutes as may he .1I'Cl'S;a,.y for the beller adapting the before-mentioned 
)'ules of tbe laws of England, or any of them, to the local circumstances and con
dition of the said province of Luwer Cannda, and tbe inbabilants tbereof. 

Such are the provisions of the act, the repeal of which is so im
periously demanded. Vnreasonable, however, as the request was, 
thus to make a disgraceful retrograde movement to barbarous usages, 
it was met in the only way it could be: the act I ,Yo IV., c. 20 was 
passed, le~ning the" hole subject to be dealt with by the provincial 
le~islature as it should think lit. The repeal of the Canada Land 
Companies act is next insisted upon. On this subject, it will be quite 
sufTicient to state their demand, to which no honest man c6uld give 
any otlll'r answer than it has already received-an unqualified refusal. 
They require that an act of parliament, incorporating this company, 
and conferring upon t1ll'1ll entain privileges, and a title to lands, 
upon which they have expended large sums of money. should be re
pealed, and the property confiscated. The only charitable way of 
"\ iewing the demand, is to consider it not so much an evidence of 
moral turpitude, as a manifestation of contempt and insolence towards 
the party, to whom it was addressed. * 

•. TIut although they considered every institution and IIsage of their own so sacred as to 
admit of no change, they Viewed those of the English in a very different light. The coo
ced~Dg a.ud respect~l!1 conuuct o,f Government formed .an amusing contra!!!t with the ir au
dar:lOus IOsol,enct' 10 mrUk their contempt for ~eg-al rIghts, they passed an Act to make 
u?bc,e of action ser,\'ed on the .atturney-~eueral, for dama~t's against the CrOWD, legal and 
blO~lOg-. If the SUit weut a~,uufit ~he CroWD it was prOVided. that executioD might issue 
agalUst the go,ernor, aDd the fnrmlnre, or the guns of the lortress. 
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Fourth.-Th~n followed a demand for the unconstitutional sur
render of the crown revenu~s. You will recollect that the Canada 
committee of parliament, as it was called, reported, that although the 
duties, before alluded to, were vested in the Crown, thry were pre
pared to say the rral interests of the colony would be best promoted 
by placing them under the controul of the house of assembly. Being 
prepared to say a thing, and being prepared to show or prove a thing, 
happen, unfortunatdy, to be widely different; and, as tilt' committee 
contented themselves with the former, we are not in possession of 
the grounds upon which they felt prepared to say so. Th")' w'ere 
doubtless quite sufficient at the time, although they, unfortunately, 
did not continue to be so long enough for the act (1st and 2d Will. 
IV.) to reach Canada. For the real interests of the colony, it is very 
evident, have not been best promoted thereby. It would appear also 
that that great and single minded man, the Duke of \Y ellington (who 
probably knew quite as much of the French as the committee did), 
was not prepared to say so, but, on the contrary, he entered his pro
test against the measure: • These persons,' said he (meaning the 
judges), 'will thus become dependent upon till' continued favour of 
the legislative assembly, for the reward of their iabours and services; 
the administration, within the province of Lower Canada, can no 
longer be deemed independent; and his ~raje"tl"s subjects will have 
justice administered to them by judges, and will be governed hy 
officers situated as above described.' The eyent has justified his 
grace's expectations, and disappointed those of the committee. This 
unconditional surrender was made on the full understanding that a 
civil list would be granted, and the administration of justice perma
nently provided for :-the former they refused. They had now got 
the officers of government at their mercy, and were determined to 
keep them so; and the judges tltey made indcpendent of the Crown, 
but dependent upon them fOI' their annual allowance, depriving the 
government of the power of removing them, except upon impeach
ment, and reserving the right themselycs to remove them at pleasure, 
by withdrawing their s3laries. Having succeeded in this, they now 
demanded the rents of the real estate, belonging to the King, in 
Canada, and this too they are promised, when they shall vote the 
civil list,-one of the resolutions introduced by Lord John Russell, 
being, 'That it is expedient to place at the disposal of the legislature 
the net proceeds of the hereditary, territorial, and casual revenues 
of the Crown, arising within the province, in case the said le;islature 
shall see fit to grant a civil list, for defraying the necessary char~t's 
of tho administration of justice, and for tho maintenance and unavoid
able expense of certain of the principal officers of the civil govern
ment of the province.' The great error' that has been committed in 
these unconditional surrenders of the revenue of the Crown, is in 
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attempting to keep up an analogy, that does not exist, to the practise 
in England. The committee lost sight of the important distinction 
thai Canada is a colony, and that what might be very right and proper 
here, would be neither right nor expedient there. The officers,of 
government are not merely the officers of Canada, but the officers of 
Great Britain, and, by giving the legislature a controul over them, 
they surrender the imperial power over the province. They should 
be removeable, not when the legislature, like the committee of par
liament, is 'prepared to say' so, but when it is 'prepared to prove' 
that they ought to be; but their salaries should be beyond the controul 
of the local assembly. This position is too obvious, and has received 
too much painful corroboration, in recent events, to require any 
further comment. 

Lastly ,-They required the management of the waste lands to be 
given up to them. The object of this extraordinary claim, now for 
the first time put forward in the history of colonization, was for the 
avowed purpose of controlling emigration from Great Britain, which 
they had already impeded by a capitation tax, by refusing to establish 
an efficient quarantine, or to give aid to the improvement of the har
bour of Montreal; by endeavouring to alarm settlers on the score of 
insecurity of title, and in an attempt to ruin the banks. 

In Mr. Papineau's celebrated pamphlet, to which I have previously 
alluded, he says, 'the protection, or, to speak more plainly, English 
sovereignty ol'er Canada, brought other evils in its train. A swarm 
of Britons hastened to the shores of the new colony, to avail them
selves of its advantages to improve their own condition.' History 
allords so many proofs of lhe license used by a people when flushed 
with victory, that this gentleman's surprise at the English taking the 
liberty of settling on the waste lands of a colony. which they had so 
gallantly conquered, affords a pleasing proof that the natural sim
plicity of the Canadian character was not yet wholly destroyed by the 
study of politics. • That, however,' he continued, 'was not suf
ficient for their cuJ'i.dity, they established themselves in our cities, 
and made themselves masters of all the trade, as well foreign as do
mestic.' • For many years they took but a small share in our poli
tical affairs. The elections remained free from their intrigues, because 
they could have had no chance of practisin~ any amongst a popula
tion nine times more numerous than themselves. But within these 
five or six years they go about boldly' To 
prevent this evil, which was growing in magnitude every year, 'of 
their interesting themselves in the political affairs of the province,' 
in proportion to their numbers, they demanded the control of the 
wild lands, and, reverting to abstract principles, started this lIew 
doctrine: 



OF CANADA. 40'7 

'Tbat in any new discovered or newly occupied country, tbe land belongs to 
tbe government of tbe nation laking possession of it, and that settlers in it, so long 
as they retain tbe character only of emigrants from tbe mother country, can claim 
no more than wbat bas been granted to tbem as individuals; but tbat when a 
distinct boundary has been assigned to them, and tbey come to be incorporated 
into a body politic, witb a power of legislation for their internal affairs, tbe terri
tory within their boundary becomes, as a matter of righI, tbe property of tbe body 
politic, or of the inbabitants, and is to be disposed of according to rules framed by 
their local legislature, and no longer by tbat of tbe parent state.' 

On this point the commissioners reported as follows:-

, Tbis proposition rests, as we understand it, entirely upon abstract grounds, 
and we believe tbat we are autborized in saying tbat it never bas been entertained 
by Great Britain or any other colonizing power. Tbat tbe ungranted lands in any 
colony remain tbe property of the Crown bas, on the contrary, we believe, been 
the universally received doctrine in Great Britain, and altbough tbe constitutional 
act does not expressly assert a rigbt of wbich its framers probably never contem
plated a doubt, tbe lands of tbe province' are mentioned in tbe 36tb clause as being 
tbereafter to be granted by bis Majesty and his successors. Wbile, therefore, we 
are quite ready to admit, tbat in the disposal of tbe ungranted lands the interests 
of the first seUlers ougbt neve.- to be lost sigbt of, and also that tbe wisbes of tbe 
local legislature sbould be consulted, provided tbey are made known to bis Majesty 
in a constitutional manner, we cannot recognize in any way tbe abstract prinCiple 
set up for it in opposition, not merely to tbe general laws and analogies of tbe 
Britisb empire, but to the clear meaning ,of the Act by wbicb alone the body pre
ferring the claim has its existence. It must, we apprehend, be tbe main object 
in every scheme of colonization, tbat tbe parent state should bave tbe rigbt to 
establisb her own people on such terms as she may tbink fit in tbe country colo
nized; and at present perhaps ber North American colonies are more \aluable to 
England as receptacles for her surplus population than in any other way. We 
cannot, therefore, believe tbat England will consent to a doctrine tbat will go to 
place at the discretion of any local legislature tbe terms on which emigrants from 
ber sbores are to he received into ber colonies.' 

Here, however, the government again shewed its anxiety to gratify 
their wishes as far as it was possible j and in their undeviating spirit 
of conciliation, although they could not grant the whole demand, 
enseavoured to meet them half way, by replying that they had no 
objection to the legislature prescribing the rule of management for the 
Crown lands, but their application must be confined to the executive. 
Such are the demands which were then made, and are still put for
ward by the leaders of the Canadian party j demands, which it is 
evident amount to a claim by one part of her Majesty's subjects, to an 
independent controul of the colony. 

L~TTER XI. 

As the assembly had separated with a declaration that they would 
never vote a civil list, until all their requests were granted, it was 
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necessary for parliament to interfere, and Lord John Russell proposed 
and carried certain resolutions, of which the substance is as follows: 

, J stly. That in Ihe exist ing state of LO'Hr Canada, it is unadvisable to make 
the legislative councii elective, but that it is expedient to adopt measures for secur
ing to that branch of the legislature a greater degree of public confidence. 

(2011),. That while it is expedient 10 improve the composition of the executive 
council, it is unadvisable 10 subject it 10 the responsibility demanded by the house 
of assembly. 

'~dly. That Ihe legal title of Ihe British American Land Company to tbe land 
tbey bold under Ibeir cbarter, and an act of the imperial parliament, ought to be 
maintained inviolate. 

'4thly. That as soon as Ihe legislature shall make provisions by law for dis
charging lamls from feudal dues and seniees, and for removing any doubts as to 
Ihe incidents of the tcnnre of land, in free and common soccage, it is expedient to 
repeal the Canada Tenures Act, and the Canada Trade Act, so far as tbe latter re
lates to Ihe tcnures of land in this province, saving, nevertheless, to all persons the 
rights ,csl('d in thcm IInder or in ,'irtue of Ihose Acts. 

, 5thly. That, ror defraying Ihe arrears due, on account of the established and 
customary charges of the admillistralion of justice, and of tbe civil government of 
Ihe province, it is expedient, Ihal, after appl) in~ for tbat purpose sucb balance as 
should, on Ihe 10th day of '\prillast, be in Ihe hands of Ibe receiver-general, aris
ing from Ihe herediiary, territorial, and casual revenues of the Crown, the governor 
of the provief(' be empowered 10 isslle, Ollt of any other monies in the bands of the 
receiver-general, slIt'h further sums as sball be necessary to eITect Ihe payment of 
such arrears and charges lip to the 10th of April last. 

'6th!y, That it i, rxpedientlo place at the disposal of Ihe legislature the net 
proceeds of the hereditary, lerritorial, and casual revenlles of the Crown, arising 
within the pro"ince in case Ibe said legislature sball see fit to grant a civil list for 
defray ing tbe necessary cbarges of Ihe administration of justice, and for the main
tenance and unavoidable expenses of cerlain of Ihe principal officers of tbe civil 
go,crument of the 1'1'''' incc ; and, lastly, 

, That it is e'pedient that Ihe legislatures of Lower and Upper Canada re
spectil'ely, be aulhoril(',lto make provision for the jOint regulation and adjustment 
of questions respecting their trade and commerce, and of otber questions wherein 
Iht'Y have a common interest.' 

'Vhether the "pirit of concession had not been heretofore carried 
too far, aml whetllL'r tIll' public affairs of Canada ought to have been 
suffered !,'yen for the amiable and praiseworthy object of endeavour
ing, if pos·;ible, 10 ,;atisfy the dominant party in the house), ever to 
havc arrived at !ilis crisis, af() <jll!'stions upon which I have no desire, 
on this occasion, to enler, heing foreign to my object, which is to 
show you that the French-Canadians have no claim to sympathy' as 
our oppressed and enslaved brethren.' But that these resolutions 
werfl indispensable, that they were not resorted to till they were ne
cessary, and that parliament was justified in this exercise of its su
preme authorit~-, no unprejudiced and right-thinking man can doubt. 
A colony is a dependent province, and Great Britain is an independ
ent metropolitan state. The controlling power must obviously be 
greater than the power controlled. The power, therefore, of a co
lony being limited, if it assumes to pass those limits, it is no longer 
dependent but independent. It is not only the right but the duty of 
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Parliament to restrain, within their constitutional limits, provincial 
legislatures in the same manner as it is the right of the colonists to 
exercise those powers constitutionally, and their duty not to attempt 
to exceed those limits. When one branch of a legislature resolves 
that it will never perform its functions until a co-ordinate branch, de
riving its authority from the same source as itself, is destroyed, it 
exceeds its due bounds, or rather relinquishes the exercise of all con
stitutional power. In the pamphlet already alluded to, Mr. Papineau 
says, ' The constitution has ceased to exist of right, and in fact can 
no longer be maintained but by force.' Here, then, was a case for 
the legitimate interference of Parliament, an interference which no 
reflecting colonist will ever object to, else there would be no appeal 
but to the sword whenever a designing demagogue should unfortu
nately obtain a majority of obstructive members in the assembly; 
but these revolutions were said to be a yiolation of the declaratory aet 
of 1778, and an unconstitutional mode of levying taxes on the Cana
dians, and appropriating their money without their consent! 

It is not materia} to the argument to mention, but it is a singular 
fact, that the revenue happens not to have been raised by people of 
French origin, and that therefore as far as they arc concerneil, their 
money has not been appropriated without their consent. The ques
tion is often asked by the Upper Canadians, on what does a Fn'nch 

. inhabitant pay duty?* Is it, they say, on woollen stulTs of his own 
manufacture? Is it on wooden sh oes, the produce of his forest·? Is it 
on tobacco, the produce of his own fields? Is it on sugar, the juice 
of his own maple groves? Is it on wine which he fi('yt'r tastes? Is 
it on books which he cannot read; or on postage of l..tters he cannot 
write? Or is it on spirits distilled from his own grain? But this is 
not to the purpose, it was money that they had a right to dispose of 
themselves, if they had thought proper to do so, and must so far be 
considered the revenue of the whole public. 

These resolutions imposed no taxes, they merely applicd towards 
the discharge of salaries of the civil officers of the gorernment, cer
tain monies already accumulated under existing laws, in the hands 
of the treasury, to enable the executive to carryon the government. 
That it was applied without their consent to this purpose, is true, not 
because they did not consent to 'I'otl' slPl'lies (and it is most material 
to observe this distinction), but because tIle!! liw7 refused to discliarge 
any of tlil'ir duties as an assembly, or ill ((I1!1l11anner to co-operate 
with the other branches; alld had tli(,lIIschl's, by tliis suicidal act, 
suspended the constitution and IhrOl'·1/. the/clio!e country ill to ((Ii

archy and confusion. It was a case fully within the limitation 
prescribed by Burke: 

• See letters of Camillus, 
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, For my part,' says that great man, 'I look upon the rights stated in tbat act 
exactly in the mann('r in whicb I viewed tbem on its very first proposition, and 
which I lia\(' often tal,en the liberty, witb great bumility, to lay before you. I 
look, I say, on the imperial rights of (treat Britain, and tbe privileges which tbe 
('olonists ollght to enjoy under these rights, to be just tbe most reconcileable things 
in the world. The parliament of Great Britain sits at the head of her extensive 
empire ill two capacities; one as the local legislature of this island, providing for 
all things at lWIlIe, immediately, and by no otber instrument than the executive 
l)ll\\(~r. The ol.h('r, and I think her nobler capacity, is wbat I call her imperial 
rhllm('/cr; in which, as from the throne of heaven, she superintends all the 
>l'lcral inferior legislatures, and,guides and controls them all witbout annibilat
ing any. As all these prl)\incial legislatures arc only co-ordinate to eacb otber, 
they ullght all to be subordinate to her; else tbey can neither preserve mu
tual peace, nor hope for mutual justice, nor effectually afford mutual assistance. 
It is necessary 'n coerce the negli;:cnt, to restrain the violent, and to aid the weak 
and defiCient, by the over-ruling plenitude of ber power. But in order to enable 
Parliament to answer all these ends of provident and beneficent snperintendence, 
her powers must be boundless. The I!cn!lrmen who think the powers of Parlia
ment limited, may please themselves to talk of requisitions. But suppose the re
Iluisitions are not obeyerl? What! shall there be no reserved power in tbe em
pire to supply a defidenq which mnl weaken, divide, and dissipate tbe whole? 

, This is "hat I meant" hen I have said, at various times, that I consider the 
power of taxing in Parliament as an instrument of empire, and not as a means of 
supply. 

, Such, sir, is my idea of the condition of the British empire, as distinguished 
from the constitution of Britain; and on these grounds Itbink subordination and 
liberty may be sullicienlly reconciled through the wbole; wbetber to serve a refin
ing speeulis\. or a faelioH, demagogue, I know not; but enough surely for tbe ease 
and happiness of man.' 

But, although the right of Parliament to interfere, and its intention 
to do so, were thus asserted, there was still so strong a repugnance 
fl'lt by Government to exercist' the power, that they desired Lord 
Gosford to call the assembly together again, and give those misguided 
men another opportunity of reconsidering their conduct. They met as 
summoned, but a~ain refused all supplies which had now been with
held for five years, and again declined to exercise any legislative func
tior.s. There was now no power to make new laws, no means of 
paying those who administered the existinl,: ones, no appropriation 
for the public service in any department; schools were neglected, 
roads unrepaired, bridg<,s dilapidated, jails unprovided for, tempo
rary laws expired or expiring, and confusion and disorganisation 
every where; and yet we are gravely told Parliament ought not to 
have interfered I that it was one of the dearest and most sacred rights 
of the colonists to produce this extraordinary state of things, and 
that they ought not to be interrupted in the enjoyment of what had 
cost them so much time and trouble to bring about. 

If this opinion were founded on conscientious scruples, it would 
deserve our respect; but it is the liberality of accomplices; and they 
may well be generous who replenish their colTers by plunder. We 
must not be surprised therefore to find among those who invest the 
Canadians with this novel power, men who olTer to mercenaries the 
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pillage of the church, 'and who, loaded with the spoils of vested rights, 
which they have violently torn from their lawful owners, kindly be
stow this stolen one upon comrades engagcd in the same unholy 
cause as themselves. They are accomplished and dexterous men, 
and, knowing the numerous covers of law, resort to its shelter, and 
boldly call upon the real owners to make out their case, and prove 
their property. It is difficult to decide whether the amiable advo
cates of this intelligible doctrine are best entitled to our pity or our 
contempt. 

Those persons who had always espoused their cause in England, 
• seem to have fully penetrated their object. 'I do not marvel at it,' 

said my Lord Brougham; , to me it is no surprise-I e.rpccted it.' 
Men of sanguine temperament are apt to expect confidently what 
they desire ardently. That he wished them to be independent, he 
made no secret. Whatever we may think of his lordship, as a states
man, for entertaining such a patriotic wish, we cannot but ad
mire the unflinching friendship that induced him, through good re
port and evil report, to adhere to the cause he had dL"fermined to 
advocate. That they might not feel discouraged by partial reverses, 
he held out the language of promise to them that the day was not far 
distant when they could hope to realise the object of their wishes. 
He deprecated our thinking too harshly of them for their vain attempt. 
, Where,' he continued, ' in what country-from what people did 
they learn the lesson? of whom but ourselyes, the English people? 
We it is that have set the example to our American brethren; let us 
beware how we blame them too harshly for following it.' Not content 
with interceding for their pardon, he solicited, as a boon for them, 
what they had failed in an attempt to seize :.lS plunder. 'I hold 
these colonies,' he said, ' as worth nothing; the only interest we have 
in the matter concerns the manner in which a separation, sooner or 
later inevitable, shall take place. Is it not, then, full time we should 
make up our minds to a separation so beneficial to al\ parties? These, 
my lords, are not opinions to which I have lately come; they are 
the growth of many a long year, and the fruit of much attention 
given to the subject.' The effect of this language upon the loyal po
pHlation of the provinces it is not easy to conceive. At no time could 
such a doctrine be heard with indifference, but during a period of 
unusual excitement it was too mischievous not to awaken a general 
indignation. On the minds of the Americans it has had a powerful 
effect, in speculating upon the result of an active sympathy on their 
part. 

Disaffection having now succeeded in producing anat'chy and 
bloodshed, assumed the shape of insurrection, the natural result of so 
many years of agitation. The tragical events of this sad revolt are 
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too recent and too impressin' to be forgotten, and the recital would 
be as painful as it is unnecessary. Anxious, however, as I am not 
to dwell on the mournful pirture which it presents, justice requires 
that I should pause and pay the tribute of my respect to the pious, 
amiable, and loyal Catholic clergy of Canaua. They have preserved 
a large portion of their nock from contamination, and we are mainly 
indebtpd to their strenuous exertions that the rebellion has not been 
more general and more successful. They have Il'arned from painful 
experience, what pcclesiastics have eyer founu under similar circum
stances, that treason always calls in infidelity to its aid; that there is 
a natural alliance between the ass3ilants of the throne and the altar, • 
and that they who refuse to render tribute to Cresar are seldom 
known to.pre~ene, for any length of time, 'the fear of God before 
their eyrs." The history of this Canadian revolt is filled with in
struction to the people of England. It teaches them the just value 
of the patriotism of those who are the intemperate advocates of ex
treme opinions; it shows that courage in debate may sometimes 
eYaporate in the field, and that those ,who lead others rashly into 
danger are not unfrequently the first to desert them basely in the 
hour of need. It exhibits in bold relief the disastrous elTects of incessant 
agitation, and d,'monstrates that the natural result of con tinned con
cession to popular clamour is to gradually weaken the powers of go
wrnment. until society resolyps itself into its original elements. 
These truths are too distinctly marked to require to be retouched. He 
who rllns may read, but he that would carry away the moral must 
pausp and consider. It is written in the blood and sulTering of the 
colonists, and prllLlence suggests the propriety of their availing them
selws of the painful p-.;perience of others, instead of purchasing it by 
the sevcre and painful process of personal experience. The success
ful adrocacy ht're of similar opinions must necessarily produce the 
like results, n!.:.c:ravated by the increased power of numbers, and the 
~renler value of the plunder. I have seen enough of England to 
admire it, of its institutions to respect it, of the characlerof its people 
to love it, and of the blessings conferrerl by its limited monarchy, to 
know how to estimate the enviable lot of those who have the good 
fortune to inhabit it. 

o fortunatos nimium~sua si bona norint. 

I should feel indeed that kindness could awaken no emotion, and 
hospitality no gratitude, if, after having received, as an obscure pro
,·incial author, the most flattering indulgence, as a colonist, the most 
hearty welcome, and a stranger the most considerate attentions, I did 
not cxpress warmly what I feel deeply. My knowledge of its con
stitution preceded that of its people; and if my studies have led me to 
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admire its theory, personal observation of its practical etTect has con
firmed and increased that favourable impression. It is a noble and 
admirable structure I Esto perpetua. 

Before I quit the subject of this rebellion, I must allude to themiti
gating circumstances that attended it. Excited by every stimulant 
that parliament~ry declamation could apply, or British sympathy 
suggest, or American republicanism otTer-encouraged at home, aided 
from abroad, and nowhere opposed or threatened, is it to be wondered 
at that the prospect of plunder and impunity seduced these misguided 
people from their allegiance, or that the contagion should spread from 
Lower to Uppel' Canada. When such a man as Hume was known 
to be a supporter of the government, can we wonder if ignorant men, 
three thousand miles otT, supposed he was expressing the sentiments 
of that government, when he said, • my wish would be to set the 
Canadas and the whole of British North America, free to govern 
themselves, as the United States do, by their own representatives, 
and to cultivate a good connection with the mother country for their 
mutual interest. Until that takes place, neither the Canadas nor 
Great Britain will derive those advantages which they ought to have 
from a diflerent and more economical management of their re
sources.' Or when confidentially communicating to his friend, 
M'Kenzie, a man devoted to revolutionary doctrines, he boldly as
serted, 'Your triumphant election on the 16th, and ejection frum 
the assembly on the 17th, must hasten that crisis which is fast ap
proaching in the alfairs of the Canadas, and "'hich will terminate in 
freedom and independence from the bmlljid dUlJlil/atiun of the mother 
country, and the tyrannical conduct of a small and despicable faction 
in the colony.' . 'The proceedings between 177~ 
and 1782, in America, ought not to be forgotten, and to the hOllour 
of the Americans, and for the interests of the civilized world, let 
their conduct and their result be ever in view,' could they mistake 
the import of the term baneful dOll/il/atioll, or despise the advice so 
judiciously given by the representative of a metropolitan country. 
Knowing little of Bath, but its reputation of being the resort of wealth 
and fashion, was it unnatural for them to infer that the member for that 
town spoke the sentiments of a powerful and influential class, when he 
said, 'One resource, and one resource alone, remains: to be a free 
people you must resist the British parliament.' When the working 
men's societies, patronised by practical and powerful men, held 
similar language, was it a great stretch for the credulity of those poor 
people to believe, that accession of Canada would immediately follow 
a demonstration of revolt. Their case is, indeed, one that commands 
our pity rather than our resentment; but what shall we say of those 
who went still further than their councillors, and pursued the wicked 
course of advising an armed resistance to the government, of exciting 
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them to sedition, and evoking the evil passions of the human heart, 
to insurrection and slaughter. The receiver is more criminal than 
the thief, and the seducer more vile than his victim. The exile and 
the prisonl'r, the houseless settler. and his starving suffering family, 
the smouldering' iIlages, the spirits of the dead, and the voice of the 
dying, call aloud for vengeance on the authors of all these accumu
lated aggravated evils. He who knew the facility of man to fall into 
error, and the miseries entailed upon us by guilt, has mercifully 
taught us to offer our daily prayer that we may not be led into temp
tation; and for the credit of our common nature, be it spoken, so 
few have been the instances where men have incited to crime, when 
they were not to profit by the ollence, that DO provision is made 
against the sin of holding out temptation to others. It was not to be 
supposed that wirokedness could exist without reward, or crime with
out an object. Unfortunate victims of false friends, deluded objects 
of cold unfeeling advice, you deserved the lenity that has been ex
tended to you; it would hare been unfair, indeed, to have visited 
upon you, the mere instruments of others, the punishment due to 
the authors of your folly and your guilt. 

Such were the feelings entertained throughout the adjoining colo
nies, but here a dilferent language was held. They were pitied, not 
because they were misguided, but because they were unsuccessful. 
Indignation was l'xpressed, in no measured terms, not against the 
tempter or the tempted, but the gallant and loyal militia who sup
pressed them, and their vi~ilant, able, and intelligent governor. 
My Lord Brougham was loud and vehement in his invectives, de
nouncing these brale and devoted men 'as an undisciplined and 
insubordinate rabble,' and the presiding genius, whose penetration 
discovered, and whose foresight provided the means of crushing this 
rebellion, as a person planting snares, with the base purpose of 
catching the unwary. That his lordship, the advocate and eulogist 
of a republic, should grieve oyer the vain attempt of others to establish 
it in Canada, is not to be wondered at; but that he whose physical 
courage no man doubts, amI whose moral courage is so great as to 
enable him to stand forth boldly, unaided and alone, among his 
peers, the oJlponentand assailant of all parties, could feel no sympathy 
for those brave men ,,"ho, in the deadly conflid of war, rushed forth 
amid the storms of their inclement winter, in support of their laws, 
their religion, and their homes; prepared to conquer or to die in 
their defence, that he could find no terms of approbation, no figures 
of speech, no, not one word of praise, for those heroic men; that he 
could see nothing peculiar in their case, who had to contend with 
violators of law within, and violators of treaties without the province, 
and scorn and contumely here, and who, braving privation, the cli
mate, and the enemy, rallied round the standard of their country 
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with an enthusiasm, of which history can scarcely find a paraIlel
that he could discern no worth in loyalty, and no merit in those 
, who fear God and honour the king,' is, indeed, a fruitful source of 
astonishment. How is it? Is this a characteristic of democracy? 
Does it indeed harden the heart and deaden all the glowing impulses 
of our nature? or is it that philosophy is cold and speculatil P, regulat
ing the passions, and subduing and chastening the imagination. Or 
may it be that unused to panegyric, his lordship feels and knows his 
power of sarcasm, and prefers the path in which he excells all con
temporaries, to one in which unequal powers forLia the hope of pre
eminence? Whatever it may be, for his own sake, for the sake of 
the noble house of which he is a member, and of the country of which 
his eloquence is at once the pride and the boast, it is deeply to be de
plored that he should have adopted a course that, unfortunately, con
fers but little honour on the qualities of his head; and, it is to be 
feared, still less on the feelings of his heart. 

This rebellion had scarcely been put down, when my Lord Durham 
was appointed, with extraordinary powers, to complete the pacifica
tion. On this part of the history of Canada it is needless to dwell. 
It has proved a failure: not from a defir,iency of power, but from a de
ficiency of conduct in the dictator. Instead of assembling around 
him a coundl of the most influential and best-informed men in the 
colony, accordingtothe evident spirit of the act and his instructions, 
he thought proper to appoint to that responsible situation, officers 
attached to his household, or perfect strangers, with the magnani
mous view, as he informs us, of assuming the Il"holl' resl'()J/~iIJi1il!! of 
his own measures. As might naturally be expected, owing to his 
having neglected to obtain the Lest professional adyicl' at his command 
in the colony, and acting on his own view of the case, his first step 
was illegal. Now, by assuming the whole responsibility, we were 
given to understand that, having full confidence in his own jUdgment 
as well as his own integrity, He was disposed to monopolize the whole 
honour of success, at the hazard of incurring the whole censure of 
failure. The praise or the blame was to be exclusiloely his own. It 
was the decision of a confident and vain man. His next act was 
indicative of a weak and petulant mind. Instead of being "iIling to 
bear the whole responsibility, as he announced, he shewed that he was 
unwilling or unable to bear any. As soon as Parliament felt itself 
called upon to pronounce the illegality of his measures, and stepped 
in to rescue him from the consequences of his precipitate conduct, he 
relinquished his government, not in the usual and proper form, by 
tendering his resignation, and waiting until his successor should be 
appointed, but by instantly leaving the colony. 

It is difficult to conceive of a public servant committing an olTenoo 
more serious in its nature, and more pernicious in its example, than 
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thus abandonillp; his post without leave; and it was incumbent on the 
government to have vindicated the honour of the Crown, by ordering 
the captain of the Inconstant to return immediately to Quebec with 
his lordship, and to deliver to him, within his government, the ac
ceptance of his resignation. It would have taught the misguided 
people of Canada to respect, if they could not love, the even-handed 
justice that could vi,it \\ith punishment the disobedience of a gover
nor-general as well as that of a peasant; and they would have seen 
in the return of the one, and the exile of the other, a practical illus
tration of the only equality that honest and sensible men ever desire 
to behold-" the e'luality of all in the eye of the law.' The moral 
eilect of such a measure, combining vigour with impartiality, would 
have gone far towards tranquillizing Canada, an.d would have enabled 
his lordship, ,vhen he ne:-..t addressed the people of England, to have 
pointed to it as a proof that his mission, however it might have 
alTecteLi himself, had terminated in a ma'nner that was useful to the 
colony and honourable to the government. 

Of the ill-advised and ill-timed manifesto it is unnecessary for me 
to speak; it.s eilecis are but too visible in a new revolt, to which its 
unguarded language gave too milch encouragement. Nor shall I 
enter upon the serious charges he has brought against that august 
body, of whidl he has till' honour to be a member, of legislating, 
where Canada is cO[l(;crned, 'in ignorance and indifference.' To 
shake the confidence of the colonists in the justice and integrity of 
that high tribunal, to "hich they have to look as a last resource, 
was indeed unkind to them, unworthy of himself, and injurious to the 
honour of the house he has assailed. He who advocates democratic 
institutions "'ill soon find the effect of his theory influencing his own 
conduct, and though he lUay commence in the assertion of principles, 
he is apt to end in the expression of feeling. The natural tendency 
of such opinions is to level all distinctions. Although we have great 
cause therefore for regret, we have none for surprise in this attempt 
to measure his noble colleagues by so humble a standard. I am 
willing, ho\\c\er, to do his lordship the justice to believe, that when 
the irritation that caused this ebullition of feeling shall subside, he 
will himself regret, as deeply as every right-thinking man now does, 
that he should ha\c judged that assembly in temper and pique; and 
that he will feel he has afforded some room for ill-nature to suggest, 
that although he had a right, if he thought proper, in the exercise of 
a laudable diffidencc, to have appropriated those attributes to himsel:, 
he was not justified in extending an indiscriminate application ot 
them to others. That many of the measures he proposed for the 
benefit of Canada were good, it would be uncharitable to doubt; bui; 
;.s none of them have been matured, it would be presumptuous to say 
so. That others, however, were of a dangerous nature, we have 
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reason to know. The evils to be reaped from this mission have not 
yet ripened for us to gather; but the seed is sown, nnd it is to be 
feared taken root too extensively. 'Vhat could be more injudiciou~ 
than to send to the contented and happy celonies of l'iova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, and ask for deputies, to listen to crude and un
digested schemes fo~ their future government, or to give their own 
visionary plans in exchange for his 1 'Vhat more cruel than to un
settle men's minds as to the form o(their government, and make the 
stability of their institutions a matter of doubt1 What more perni
cious than to open a political bazaar at Quebec for the collection and 
exhibition of imaginary grievances? In the Lower Provinces we are 
contented and happy. We need no reforms but what we can effect 
ourselves; but we are alarmed at changes which we never asked, 
and do not require. The federative union proposed by his lordship 
has opened a wide field for speculation, directed men's minds to theo
retical change, afforded a theme for restless young demagof!ues to agi
tate upon, and led us to believe that our constitution is in danger 'of 
heing subverted. Most people think, and all reflecting men know, 
that it would ripen the colonies into premature independence in less 
than ten years; and who, I would ask, that is attached to the 
mother country, and desirous to live under a monarchical form of go
vernment, can contemplate a scheme pregnant with so much danger, 
without feelings of dismay 1 'Vho could continue to live in New 
Brunswick, if at every disturbance in Canada, the governor-general 
is to propose to new-model their form of government? Who would 
consent that that united and loyal colony should have its peace and 
happiness jeopardized by any union with the disaffected and trouble
some French Canadians, or will approve of the political quackery 
that would compel Nova Scotia to swallow a nauseous medicine, for 
the purpose of effecting a nue in Canada? The danger nrising from 
such visionary schemes as have lately brrn unfolded to the colonirs, 
is passed for the present, and I heartily rrjoice that it is, but it is to 
he hoped that powers co-extensive with the Lowrr Provinces, may 
never again be entrusted toany man. In this country there isa ge
neral and very natural repugnance manifested ~o give up the bodies 
of deceased friends for experiments for the benefit of science. It is 
difficult to imagine how so sensitive a nation could conscnt that their 
colonists should be considered of less value, and be delivered into the 
hands of the operator, for the advancement of politics. 

In Paris, I heard with horror that a lecturer had illustrated his 
theory by applying his dissecting knife to the limbs of a living animal. 
I shuddered at the recital of such atrocious cruelty; but little did I 
rlream that, at that very time, a kind and merciful Providence was 

19raciollsly averting a similar fate from ollr own specirs on the other 

side of the water. 
27 
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All British America has been agitated during the past summer, 
by substantial fears, or mocked by unreal hopes, and ambition has 
now reached where sedition failed to penetrate. The absurd and 
impracticable scheme of colonial representation in Parliament, al
though disgusting, from its rank properties, to delicate palates, was 
well suited to the rapacious appetites of provincial sycophants. The 
bait was well selected, and soan attracted the longing regard of a 
shoal of political sharks. The self-denying tenets of the sour sec
tarian have not been proof against the temptation. His nostrils have 
been too powerful for his conscience, and scenting the strong odour 
of this savoury appendage from afar, he has hurried to the surfarp 
to regale himself with its flavour. The canting hypocrite has of
fered his asperations for the conycrsion of Parliament to such liberal 
views; and the profligate demagogue of the village has expressed a 
hopp, that a dcficiency of morals may be compcnsated by an abund
:lIlce "f zeal. They h~\<' "l'<,n lulled to sleep by its soporific effect, 
amI \t,n(' dreamed of this ladder, as did Jacob of old, and of the 
ascent it alTered to high places. The woolsack and the ermine
the treasury and the peerage-appear within their grasp, and they 
invoke blcssinl-!s on the man who promises so much, and who hint, 
at his power to do even more. If I did not feel too indignant at all 
this, I too might weep oYer the scene of folly and of weakness, antI 
would mingle my tears of sorrow with those that pride has shed, and 
blot out all trace of it for cYer. 

The advocate of the ballot box and extended suffrage is not the 
man to goyern a colony. 'Vhile you have been speculating upon the 
theory, we have been watching the experiment. 'Vhen the lower 
orders talk of these things, we know what they mean; their lan
guage is intelligible, and their object not to be mistaken; but when a 
nobleman advocates democratic institutions, we give him full credit 
for the benevolence of his intentions, but we doubt the sanity of his 
mind. Keep such men at home, where there is so much of rank, 
intelligence, and wealth to counterbalance them. Here they serve to 
amuse and gratify agitators, and make useful chairmen of popular as
semblies, by preserving a propriety of conduct and a decency of lan
guage, where violence and outrage might otherwise prevail. But send 
them not among us, where their rank dazzles, their patronage al
lures, and their principles seduce the ignorant and unwary. If we tres
pass upon your rights of sovereignty, repress us; but while you main
tain your own privileges, respect the inviolability of ours. 'Vhen 
we ask in the Lower Provinces for a federative union, it will be time 
enough to discuss its 'propriety; but in the mean time spare us the 
inlliction of what to us is so incomprehensible and so repugnant-a 
radical dictator and a democratic despot. 

I have already far exceeded the limits I had designed to confine 
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myself to, and must, therefore, draw to a close. I have now shown 
you, that after the conquest of Canada, that country was governed 
by English laws; that the royal proclamation invited British subjects 
to remove there; and promised them the protection and enjoyment 
of those laws j and that in violation of that promise, in ordel" to con
ciliate the French, their legal code was substituted for our own: that 
an injudicious division of the province was made, whereby,the French 
were separated from the great body of English subjects, in conse
Iluence of which Canada became a Gallic and not a British colony. 
That they have been kept a distinctive people by those means, and 
by permitting the language of the country and the recording lan
guage of their parliament to be French; that they have always had 
an overwhelming majorit.yof members of. their own origin in the 
legislature, who have been distinguished by an anti-commercial alld 
anti-British feeling j that this feeling has been gradually growing 
with the growth of the country, until they were in a conuition 10 
dictate terms to government j that this feeling was manifestcu by the 
manner in which they have constantly resisted local assessments. 
and made commerce to bear every provincial expenuiturc,-in the 
way they neutralized the electoral privileges oC the voters of British 
origin,-in the continuance of the oppressive tenure of the feudal 
law,-in taxing emigrants from the mother country, and thelll 
only,-in their attempts to wrest the crown land from governml'lIt, 
-in their attack on the Land Company, and the introduction of sel
tlers by them,-in their opposition to a system of regislry,-in t1H'ir 
mode of temporary legislatioll,-in their refusal 10 vote supplies, alld 
in the whole tenour of their debates and votes. I have shown you that 
the policy of every government, whether Tory or ·Whig, has been COII

ciliatory ( a fatal policy, I admit, and one that naturally admits and_ 
invites demands), and that every reasonable change required (with 
many very unreasonable ones) has been conceded to them j that they 
are a people exempt from taxes, in possession of their own Jaws, lall
guage, and. religion, and of every blessing, civil, political, and reli
gious; in short, that Canada is the most favoured colony of Great 
Britain, and that the demands they now make are inconsistent with 
colonial dependence. 

This statement I otTer in refutation of my Lord Durham's assertion 
of misgovernment, used in its invidious sense, or as explained at the 
meeting at Carlton Hill, that they are 'our oppressed and enslaved 
brethren;' and in proof of my own position that the evils now exist
ing are the natural consequences of the Quebec and constitutional 
acts, and not the result of tyranny and oppression. The review 
which I hav(' just concluded, indicates the remedy too plainly to 
render it at all necessary for me to otTer a prescription. If, however, 
you can enlertain any doubt upon the subject, you will at least be 
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satisfied that the eure is not to be elTected by concession. Of this all 
men, I think, must now be convinced. Since the termination of the 
latn abortive attempt at colonial government, one of my Lord Dur
halll'sofficial coadjutors has publicly proclaim'~d that all his precon
ceived opinions on the subject of Canada were erroneous. This was 
.1 \\Ill'k of supererogation. H,' might have spared himself the trouble 
of the announcement, and the pain of a recantation. All those who 
were at the trouble of illfJuiring into the nature of his ,'iews were al
ready convinced of his error. His lordship also has informed the 
good people of Devonport that he has made important discoveri"s on 
the other side of the water. Had iJis mission bl'en merely designed 
for his own instruction, the publir, while they admitted the necessity 
that existed for it, would ha\[: applauded his zeal in such a useful 
and necessary pursuit; but as it was undertaken at no inconsiderable 
expense to the nation, they have rl'<lson to re,~ret that this remark
able illumination was deferred until the moment of his return. 
'Vllat the extel;t of these recen t revelations filay be, we arc not in
formed, but we may he perlllittell t" hope that he has learned this 
important truth, that he who undertakes the benevolent olliee of 
calming the n,('itl'd passions of others, should first learn to govern 
his own. Tlwt there are sl'riolls difficulties in the way of the paci
fication of Canada there call be no doubt, bul greater difficulties have 
been overcome by Van AlIlLurgh, who exhibits every night, for the 
edification of govefllment and the amuseHlent of Co~kneys, animals, 
whose natures are lIlore ferocious, and antipathies more powerful 
than those of the Elldish and ,French, living in the same cage iIi the 
utmost harmony; and what is still more important, enjoying the 1I10st 
unrestrained freedom of action within their assigned limits, and) et 
making no resistance to th,' salutary controul of an external power. 

Jq<lI: .. d tt'lIdceIllIJlo~)(,siti ,irllill 
N0U CI\iull1 ardor pravajubeotiUlll, 

~nll vultus iostantis tyraoDi 
.Ilentt' ljuatit sulidiL 

But Id lIle nul Ill' misunderstood by the nature ~f this allusion. 
It must 1I0t be supposed that the assembly, because they have done so 
much that is oLjectionable, were always wrong in what they required, 
or the legislative council, because it is such a loyal and respectable 
body, were always right in what they refused. This was far from 
being the case. Many of the demands of the Canadians were reason
able and just, and many of the changes they desired, were for the 
benefit of the country; but, unfortunately, the violence of their lan
guage, and the unconstitutional and arbitrary acts to which they re
sorted, ~n the attainment of those objects, left no room to doubt that 
they were more bent upon having a grievance than seeking redress; 
'and that tlwy would rather have provoked a refusal than obtained a . 
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concession. On the other hand, the council, like most similar bodiE'S, 
has always contained some men who were selfish in disposition and 
ultra in opinions, and whose conduct was calculated to irritate the 
opposite party, and to do more mischief than if they had openly es
poused their cause and adopted their principles. But whether the 
assembly was right or wrong in what it required, or the council jus
tified or not in its opposition, the former has succeeded in all its 
demands. 

The subject has now assumed a new aspect. Pretensions have 
been put forth that involve the question of independence, and Great 
Britain must now decide whether she is to retain the province or not. 
It is a crisis in the history of this country which other nations regard 
with intense interest. The fate of Canada will determine that of all 
lhe other colouies. The retreat of the soldiers will invite the incur
sions of the barharians, and the withdrawal of the legions, like those 
of Rome, frolll the distant parts of the empire, will show that Eng
larld, * conscious of her present weakness and past glories, is contrad
ing her limits and concentrating her energies, to meet, as becomes 
her character, the destiny that awaits all human greatness. 

'* As a colonist it wouid be unpardouable io me not to acknowlt'(1~e in adequate (('cm .... 

the obligation we are under to tbe chairman of the finance committee tor the important 
discoveries he has recently wade io colonial matters. Other m~ll may rival him jn in
dustry, but for masterly and .!'Itatesmau-likt' views he i~ without a (~ulllpt'titllr. It io.; 
singular that the egregiolls error OrE'at Britain has heretofore committed in COlisirlt·riug hel 
foreil{D pO~.!Isionl'J of great valup should never havf' hf'f'11 ddected before, and that our 
forefathers shonld ha\'~ had HO little knowledge of political economy a~ to return as sOllrce~ 
of wealth, aud power, what it now appears ha,p alway,,, be I'" II productive ofa fearful an
l1uallos ..... It would seem that the l:lIJrface of Great Britfliu. instt'ad ofbeillg too small for 
her povul"tion, is too exteusive, alld that. instead uf carrying aD her immense colonial 
trade herself, she might be spand the trouble by transforming tbe colonists ioto foreigu
f'rs, and perrlliltlu~· others to do that drudgery for her. It i.:i said that the salDe error has 
beeD committed by the owners of timber-trees. in permitting the absuru arrangement of 
nature, wilh respect to th~ limbs to contiulle unreformed, that they would be much more 
vi~orous if the branches, with their prodigious expeuditure on the leaves, were all lopped 
oft (for it is a wcJl-J..nO\\ n fact that the trunk supplies the b!"anches with sap, aod Dot the 
branches the trunk). and that the stem would he larger, stronger. and better without such 
IIseless aDd eXpeDSI\'~ appendages. Truly this is the age ofwouders, hut tbis discovery uf 
the worthy chairman is the most wonderful one of modern times, althougb, strange to say, 
it is by 110 means uppreci:llt'tl as it de~erves to be. It would be unfair. as well as un
generolls. to detract from his merit, by saying that he borrowed the idea from agriculture:·. 
but it must be admitted that there is a wunderful coincidf>nce between h:s principle aDd 
that of the ditcher. A draill, it is well knowu, i. leugtheued by being cut at both ends.. 
"'ow he a{lpears to ha\e applied this princiVle to England .. and iofers DlostjllStly that th~ 
more she IS reduced ;u ~izt> .. the greater will be her circumference. Having proved this 
most satisfactorily, he advances some most illlPortant. hut startling propositlon'i, narnell, 
that the smaller YOllr property, the less YOII have to defend; the fewer markels you caD 
command. the more will be Opf'D to YOIl ; tbe Hlore deveodant jiOU are upon fon.>ignt'rs for 
8ale or supply, the mort" certain you arC! of neY~r wanting either; aud others of a similnr 
nature. His accuracy in figures is truly astonishing. and is only to be t''1ualled by the 
truth of tho principl •• they evolve. Then romes tb. important question, • f England has 
grown 80 great, so rich, and so powerful, in spite of all these expt'n~ive po.,sessioDs, bow 
much greater, richer. and more powerful woald sht: Le without them.' . EVf'ry true love I' 
of his eouDtry moot rojoice to see that its real interests are so "ell understood, aud So ably 
sup~rted-' Nil do"peraudum, auspice TeDcro.' 

E:'-iD OF THE BUBDLES OF C.\~ADA. 
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