


TWO
'SERMONS
ON FAMILY PRAYER,

WITH EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS;

@ollmion of Prapers,

SELECTED- AND COMPILED

BY THE HON. AND REV. CHARLES STEWART, A. M.
Mianister of St. Armand, Lower Canada, and Chaplain to the
Lord Bishop of Quebec. '

Take ye heed, watch and pray. ~ MARK xiii. 53,

1 say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching an
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father whic|
ib in heaven. ~ For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them. MATT. XViil, 19, 20.

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watchn
ing thereunto with all perserverance, and supplication for all saints.

EPR. Vi, 18,

ontreal s

PRINTED BY NAHUM MOWER,






CONTENTS.

PAGTE

Letter to the Episcopal C o‘noregatwns in St.Armand, - 9

- Two Sensons on Family Prayer, - - 12
An Exteact from a Sermon by Archblshop Til htaon, on

the Efficacy of Prayer, - - 45

On the duty of Public, I"lmlly, dnd Prnate Player, - 46

An Exhortation to Prayer, - - - - - 51

A serious Exhortation to the great duty of Yamily Prayer, 55
On Forms of Prsvem and the excelleice of the Litorgy, 59
On the duty of Kneeling during the performance of Prayer 67
Three Canons of the Church enjoining attention to 1i-
vine Service, enacted in the reign of James the 1st. 69
Meditations and Ejaculctions tobe wsed on going to church 70
An EHxtract from the Whole Duty of Man, shewing
. that it in every man’s power to take that care of his
soul which the Gospel requires, - - - » 72

" Eaxtracts from Mr. Nelsow's Practice of True Devotion.

On Tervency of Spirit, - . - - - =4,
On improving the Means of Religion, = - . - %9
On reading the Holy Scriptures, - - - - 81
On the danger of ncglectlno' to rveceive the Holy Com-
munion, - - - - - - - 8%

An Exhortation to Family Prayer, by Bishop Gibson, 84

. Extracts from Bishop Wilson’s Parochialia, or Instryctions to
\ _the Clergy.

Concernm" Family Prayer, - - - . = 92
Admonition proper for Parents, - - - 4
Instructions proper for Young People, - - . 96
On Worldly-Mindedness, - - - - - 99

Eziracts from the Knowledge and Practice of Chrzstzamt'/,
by Bishop Wilson.

4

A seasonable Instruction on Prayer, - - 10%
The Duty and Beneﬁt of Momm'r Prayer for any person
in prwate, - - 103
A Morning Prayer, - - - ib,
The Duty and benefit of Evenmg Prayer for a person in
private, - - - o ° s e = 10&

Ap Evening Prayer; o« o & o o 10F



i
u
LEE"
J : PAGE:
Morning Prayerfor a Family, -« « < « < 106
Parents for Children, - - - - - - 108
Evening Prayer for a Tamily - - - - . - b
Select Scriptures, and Meditations upon them, which may
teach us how to profit by reading the Scriptures - 110"

A short and necessary Instruction for the Lord’s day in .

- the Morning, - - - - - - - - 111
A short Prayer st your coming into church, = - 112
A short Prayer before you leave the church, - - 113
A Prayer for Sunday Morning - - - - ib.
A plain and useful instruction for Sunday Evening, - 114
- A prayer for Sunday Evening, - - . - . Y15
A short Admonition to all, and especialy to MMasters of
Familics - - - - - - - - 116
Grace before our Meals, and Grace after our Meals, 117

Eatracts from Sir James Stonhouse’s Spiritual Divections for
the Uninstructed

Directions concerning Prayer, - - - - - 118
Sudden or Ejaculatory Prayer explained, - - ib-
Sofemn Prayer explained, - - N - - 119
Tnward Affections and outward Gestures while Praying, .ib.
On Rising Early, - - - - - - 190
A Prayer for the Morming, - - - - - ib.
PBehaviour after Morning Prayer, - - - - 192
How to perform Evening Devotions, - - - ib.
A Preyer for the Evening, - - - - . 193

Order and Method in Praying, - - - - 194
On the duty of saying Grace, - - ~ - 125
Forms of Grace before and after Meals, - - - 1926

A Prayer for a Child, - - - - - - 197
Benefits of Fainily Prayer, - - - - - b,

- of intercession, - - - - - 193
Directions concerning our Conversation, = - « 129
Hints for Conversation with the Afflicted - - ib.
On the Influence and Regulation of it, * - - <« ib.

How to discours? on God, our Neighbour, and Ourselves, 130
Remarks on points of Controversy, and our Charity °
towards all Denominations of Christians,- - - 151

AN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION.

OF SELF-EXAMINATION.

A Prayer before Self-Examination, <« « o 13 %



WHKF
PAGE,

Motwes to Exammatmn tovethel ‘with sore Rules to be
observed therem, - - - . - - 185
Heads of Exammation,, - - o - - 159

A Prayer consisting of Confession of sins, and imploring
Pardon and Grace, which may beused inour prepara-
‘tion for the Sacrament, or at any other time of extra-

@ ordmary devotion. - - .- - 141

Som\, short Prayers propev tobe used for the enforcing
our Holy Reao[utmn:,, angd for the assistance ot (10(]. s

grace to enable us to perforn them,- - - - 14;4:
A'Concluding Prayer, - - - - - 145
Another Prayer to be used before Self- Exammatlon, - ib
The Convinced Sinner,s Frayer, . - co- - 146
A Prayer to be iised by one- ng_le awakened to a sense
of the Divine Life, - R - 149
‘A prayer for Abstinence and Mortification durmfr Lent,
* or any other season of particular Huomiliation, © .~ 150
AN OFFICE FOR CONFI RMATIO’\.T
On the Rite of Canﬁlmauon, Ce - - 151
"A Prayer-to be used by a Minister or Parent, or any In-
 structor preparing young persons for Co*dumatlon, 158
A Prayer to be used by any person perepanng for Con-
" firmation, . - 154
‘A Prayer after Conﬁlmatlon, " - . 7 . 15.;
‘Another Prayer after Conﬁzmatmn, _— - s 156
"An Exhortation to perseverance in the faithful dlSChal ge '
- of our Christian Vows, . - - - - 157

'AN?Z‘,OFFICE FOR THE HOLY COMMUNION.

A Discourse on the Nature of the Holy Communion, 159
‘Advice and Direction abont receiving it, - - - 161

- A Prayer to God that he would be pleaqed to .assist and
accept our preparation to receive the Holy Sacrament, 162
On Examining-ourselves before we receive 1t = - 163
A Prayer before Self-Examination, - - e 166
Brief Heads of Self-Examination en each Commandment, 166

A pemtent'al Confession of sins, wiil an humble, supphca-

tion for Mercy and yormveneSS, - - - §
An Act of Contritiom, - - - - - ib.
A Resolutica te lead a New Li fe, - - 169
A Prayer for Faith in God’s Mercy through Chrxst, = ihe
Aaother form of Self-Examination, = - - - 170

A Prayer to be used after Examination. "o = 17



v
L)
PABE,.
«& preparatory Meditation to brmg the ¥ind into a Seri.
ous Frame, - - - - 171

A Prayer to be used before recmvmg the Ho]y Sacrament, 174
Another l'la/er betore receiving, - - - - 175
Ejaculations before receiving, - - - - 176

and Meditations to be used at any time, but

particularly after the consectatmn of th~ Elements, 1:_b.
Prayers at receiving - - - - 179
Ejuculations and b.levaulom m" the 9011] after veceiving, . 180

A Prayer when the Comnimtion Service is ended, - 181
to be used after receiving the Holy Communion, 192
«n private afier receiving s the Lmv Commmnon, xb.
in our retirement afiler receiving me Toly Sa- -
crament, - - - - - - 183
Brief Rules for prupa"otmn for the Ioly Communion,
and Behaviour both at and after it: . with short Pray- 1!
ers and Meditations suitable to. t! hat occasion, - 184~

AN OFFICE TOR THE SICK.

Prayers from Dr, Paley’s Clergyman's Cumpanjon in Visiting the Sick.

3

Proyers for the Sick - - - - - - 191
A Prayer for Thankm]m’ss in Sickness - - 192
for a llessing on the Means used fm a Sick .
Person’s Recovery, - - - - - - ib,
A Praj/er for the g,:ace of Patience, - - - 193
for a pmson who hath been a Notorious Wick~
ed Liver, - - - - ib,
A Prayer for a Sick VVoman w 1Lh Clnld - - 194
"— for Grace and Assistance fm‘ a Woman after:
Dehvery, but stil in Danger, - - 198
Forms of recommending the Soul to God, in her Df.par-
ture from the Body, - - 196
A Prayer which may be used thh the ands or Rda- '
tions of the Deceased, - - - - 197
A Prayer for'a Person who is Afflicted with Grlevous
- Paing in his Body, - - - - - 198
A Prayer for a Person in a Consumption or any Linger-
ing Disease, - - - 199

A Prayer for one under l‘c'm; and Doubts concermng

his Spiritual Condition, oy under nclplcxmg I‘houghts

and Scruples about Lis Duty, - ’ - . 920
A Prayer for Natural Fools, or Madmen - - e b,
to be used on the Death of a Friend, 201

N

prmemmrzrrme Of preparatlon for Dealy, = v N R




*®.
311

PACES
PRAYF RSTREOM —‘D‘! FFERENT AUTHORS.

A Pruver to he used duri ing axckneis% o 202

to be used after recovey rv - - 9208

A short Pr ayer to bz used by the Hick Person hlmself ib,
A Prayer te be used by any hlnpdm 1)ena1t of a .Slck or

Afflicted Person, - - - - - - 904

A Prayer to be used by any one or more in a Tamxly in
7 the presence of a Sick persen whic h may be also us-
ed by o person in private, in bﬂnclk of Hick Friends ;

- and may be added to the Morning and Evening Pray-

. ers in the Fauily, - - - - - - ib.
A Prayer for a person undev any grievous Pains, = 205
A short Prayer to be used by o 51 d p evscn wiien he takes
Physie, - ; - - 206
A Prayer to be used by a uick pus@n btfme thc takmg
of Physic, - - - . ib.

Anpther Prayer to be us ed at hkmcr I‘m/ ale, - - 207
A Prayer tobe frequently used by & Woman with Child, ibs
for awoman drawing near the timeof her Travall ,208
for & Woman in lravan, to be used by her
I‘nends, - - - - - 209
A Thanksgiving after a sai‘c anray, - - - ib.
to be used by a Womsn after her safe .
- Delivery, when she isable. - - 210
A Prayer to be used by 2 Woman after her Lufe Dehver}, 212
An Admonition to these vwho are recove cred from Sickness, 213
A Thanksgiving after recovery from Sickuess, - 217
— for recov ely froin olckneas, or an escape
from Danger,- - ib.-
Prayers to be used by Slck or Dymg persom for trustmg
" God with their Wives dnd .Children, - - 21%
A Prayer for 2 Dying Man, past Hope uf Recovery, - 219
e to he used by a person at the Hour of Death, 220

[RA——

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR THE LORD'S DAY,
AND FOR ANY OTHER DAY IN THE WEEK, 221

PRAYERS FOR PERSONS IN PRIVATE, FOR
THE LORD'S DAY, AND FOR ANY OTHER .
DAY IN THE WELK .. - - 9256

PRAYERS FOR YOUNG PERSONS AND SER.
VANTE, & - 4 . s . . 288

N e



W .
PAGE,

PRAYERS FOR-‘VA-RIOUS 'OCCASIONS.

A Prayer for the Devout Observance of the Lord’s Day, 291
for the Right Observance of Helydays, - 292
on any l"estxval that relates to our Saviour,. 293
on any Saint’s Vay, . - .- - 294
for a person in Prive rte, upon any day of Pubhc
Fasting and Humilintion ; which may be used after the

Morning Servece of the day isover, - - 205
On the sarae occasion ; which may be used after the Eve-
nirg Service, - - 298

A Prayer which may be pr 0perly ’lddt d in 'llme of War, 300
A Thanksgiving and Prayerin private on a day set apart -
. by Authm‘ity for Commemorating any National Bless-

ing or Deliverance, - - - - - - ib.
A Thanksgiving for Victory over our Enercies, - 8302

A Prayer and Thanke.rrlvmv for the Anmvusary day ‘of
our 1)£.ptmm, : - - . - - .« 303
A Prayer m Timie of War, - - - - - 7 504
—in public Commotions and Distractions, - ib,,

Two Prayers fer a day of public Fasting and Humiliation
in Time of War, - - - - - - . 806"

A Prdver‘fm our Lnemies, - - = - . - 301

R for T'emporal Blessings, e e - ib..

in Time of Prosperlty, - - - - %08

Two 'lhanlxsmvmgs in Time of Harvest, a . a 309

A I‘amlly Pmycr for the Morning of a Tast Day, - 310

for the Evening of & 1hanksgwmg Day 5811

A Prayer for a Family in Time of War, 812

~————to be uscd at the Close or Beginning of a Year, 518
for the King, the Royal }‘am}]y, an for all Rus

lers ond Magistrates, - - - 315

A Prayer for th» Clergy, - - - - - 218

A Clergyman’s Pyayer for himself, - - - - 817
A PrayLr by Lord Bacon, - < -, 318
by Prince Euocne, - - - 319
T'wo morning and evening Prayers for the use of Schoo]s, 521
A Prayer to be used before the Explanatxcn of the Cate-
chism, - - - 324
A Prayer tobe used’after the cxplanqtlon of' the Catechm st 925
ro be used by Parents for their Children, - b,
tobe used by Masters of Familiz: or Tutors, 396
for our Patrons and Benefactors; . e ibe
S t0 be used by Parepts for their Children,’ N 14

Prea—




W
mhan
Rach
A Prayer to he useti by ane ontrusted wiia the Bdueation
_of Ch:ldren, . _ ) - 528
A Child’s Prayer for better Abﬂx 3' toﬂpmy, s o 833
A Prayer that may be used for and with Prisonets, « ib.
=~ that may be used with condemned Prisoners by
those ‘who visit them, = y - - - '331
A Prayer-for imprisoned Debtors, - 3
A Prayer to be used by Debtors and all Persom Obhged ,
by Contract or otherwise, - - - 834
A rayer to be used by a Prisoner for Debt, - - 335
before a Journey, - - 5 - 396
‘Twa Prayers beforea J ourney, and two T hanksgmngs af-
ter a Journey, - - - 837
A Prayer for the safety of a person of persons,gomg toSea, 389
A Thanksgmng for a safe return from Sea, - = ibs
+ A Prayer to be used by. one engaged (or hkely to been-
aged) in & Lawsuit, - 4 a - b,
A %rayer before makmg aWil, - LS - 840
ez chiefly in Scripture Language, in which the
several branches of the christian Temper are brxeﬂy

. enumerated, - 841
The Meditation and Prayér of a Chrxsuan whoae Hem is
_ warmed by the prospects of Death, - - - 843
A Prayer for the Troubled Soul, - P o é 845
for a’ Persen under Aﬂixctlon, @ ® 846
+—.—. for a Person in a State of Poverty, a 848
for Person under Doubts of the awfulnéss of
any Action, 350
A Thanksgiving for Dehverance from any Trouble or Af-
fliction either in Body or Mind, - - s 851
A Prayer for the Protection of Angels, . - - 858
s fora right Use of the Means of Grace, - 858
=~ fora right Use of the Scriptures, = . ib,
after reading the Scriptures, “, . - 854
i for a right Use of our Time, - . ib.
@« fora right Use of our Speech, - a 855

for the right Exercise of Zeal, - - = 856
for Acquit ourselves as we ought in our several

Places and Relations, - - - “ - - ib.

A Player or Divine Assistance, p e 5« 857

for Sincerity - a . 3 - - 358

—for  meek and quiet Spirit, - - % 359

e for Chastity, - - - . - - 360
——n—-tor Temperance, + . - « - - ib

e A2 2INSL CoOVELOUSDESS. » - - - 961

\Bsee for Chastity, = = ¢ = & fb
2



FhnE
Pacm,
A Prayérfor Submission to the Will of God, and for
" Contentmeént, - - - - , - - 368
A Prayer for C‘narlty, - & & < e - %65

A Develit Prayer that may be used at any time, - 86§
A short Prayer that may be used before you read the B1ble,

walk out, &c. 368

A Prayer that may be used before gomn to Chur(,h orin
the Church, - - - - 370

. A Prayer after Divine & wer\*xce, = = s« . 271
Prayers before and after Divine Service, « - ib.
Graces before and after Meals, - 5 « 3%
E_]aculat;ons and Passages taken out of the H o]y Scr}ptures, ’
to be used on several Occasions, - 378

An Alphabetical Table of the Weekly Collects in. the
Book of Common Prayer, reduced under proper heads, 88Q

An Alphabetical Table shewing where to find Psalms
guited to particelar Subjects and Occasions, - 388

T}ie elgnb Beamdt‘ﬁ, &!ﬂ !' - s Ll - . 39.3{



¥

wRRR

PRGE:

A Prayer to be used by one entrusted wm}l the fdueation
. of Children, - ® - 828
. A Child’s Prayer for bcmr Ablllt to pray, - - 330
A Prayer that may be used for and with Prisoners, - ib.
that may be used with condemned Pnsonerﬂ by ’
those who visit thiem, “ y o= - - 881
A Prayer for imprisoned Debtors, - T e 898

A Prayer to be used by Debtors and all Persons O.Jhged
by Contract or otherwise, - - - 3%
APrayer to be used by.a Prisoner for Debt, = = 885
‘ before a Journey, - C4 386

Two Pra; vers before a Jou mey, and two Thanksgwmgs af-
ter a Journey, ., - - - - - 837
A Prayerfor the safety of a person; or persons; goingtoSea, 339

A Thanksgiving for a safe return from Sea, - = ib,

A Prayer to be used by one engaged (ox hkely to be en-
aged) in 8 Lawsuit, - . - -~ ib.

A %’raynr before makrnﬂ‘ aWill, - a - . 3

chiefly in hcnpture Language, in which the
several branches of the christian Tempet‘ are briefly

+ enumerated, - = 841
The Maditation and Prayer of a Chmsmm whose Heart is

, warmed by the prospects of Death, - . - 848
A Prayer for the Troubled Soul, - a e - 845
for a Perssn under Affliction, - - 346

& wn for a Person in a State of Poverty, - 248

. for Person under Doubts of the awfulness of

any Action, - 330
A Thanksgiving for Deln erance from any Trouble or Af-

fliction either in Body or Mind, - - - 851
A Prayer for the Protection of Angels, - - 352
for a right Use of the Means of Grace, - 3858
4 for a right Use of the Scriptures, - . ib,
— after reading the Seriptures, - - - 354
s for a right Use of our Time, - - ib.
= . for a right Use of our Speech, § - 358
for the right Exercise of Zeal, - - - 356

b for Acquit ourselves as we ought in our several
Places and. Relations, - - - - - - ih

A Prayer or Divine Assistance, ¢ = = = 85y
for Sincerity - . - . - - 858

- for a meek and guiet Spirit, - - § 569
= e - 860

ae—e——for Chastity, - - .
a—ee——for Temperance, - c e - ib
-— against Covetousness, ” - - - 361
Mo for Chastity, - s e = g° D

2d



Pacm,
A Prayer for Submission to thc Wil of God, and for
" Contentment, - - - - - 263
A Prayer for Charity, - - - . - 363
A Devout Prayer that may be used at any time, - 866
A short Prayer that may be used before yoa read the B1ble,
- walk ous, &c. %68,
4 Prayer that may be used before gomg to Church orin
the Church, - - 37
A Prayer after Divine Serwce, - - - -« 371
Prayers before and after Divine Sezvice, - - ib.
Graces before and after Meals, - 372
Ejaculations and Passages taken out of the Hol J Scrmtaxas,
to be used on several Occasions, - 373

An Alphabetical Table of the Weekly Col]ects in the
Book of Common Prayer, reduced under proper heads, 380,

Au Alphabetical Table shewing where to find Psalms
suited to particular Subjects and Occasions, - 385,

THe eight Deatitydes, &, R A - . o099



Phe readsr s requested Lo correst Hhe folfo ety

ERRATA.

,
Pige 10 Line twelve, erase Ibeliege. | .
' Line nine, from the botiem, for pross read imprave,
11 Line elevea, for as read and. .
14 Line twenty, after least inkert 2 comma. )
17 Line first, for their read them, and after them insert a full atopy
21 Line nine, from the bottom, after spirituat insert life and.
40 Line fiifteen,, erase the full stop after purposz,
East line read Hebrews before Colossians.
57 Last line for zwiii read xxviil.
80 Line thirty, after was insert not.
&1 Line thirteen, after spérit insert Iwill pray with the qnderstange
ing also. - ) ‘ ‘ i
#3 Liue eight, for through read though.
Lirpe fourteen, for other read others.
69 Line five, from the bottom, for enif read coify
100 Last line read Luke xiv.
111 Line four, read Luke xi.
119 Line eizht, from the bottom, for 23 read 52.
198 Line 1wo, for rule read relief. )
Liné five, for him read us. .
139 Line twelve, after though insert there may be some sﬁ.\@.
i46 Line twenty, three fur me read' man,
175 Liue fourteen, for saviour read savour,
189 Line eleven, from the bottoin, aft>c hare fnsert andl
202 Line nine, from the bottom, for my read an.
205 Line thirteen for and read of. :
2352 Line fitst, for praise read please. '
937 Line thirteen, for under read iz
260 Line.six, erase and.
Line eight, for the read thy.
982 Line five, from the bottom, for efv. r2ad x<,
¥85 Line seven, from the bottom, for the read X,
268 Linescven, for condemn read contemi,
5 Line six, {(rom the bottom, erase Morking Prayeors.
314 Line sixteen, from the bottom, read ancr aftor oursalves instey
of befure commit. .
515 Line sixteen, for profussion read possession,
7316 Line five, from the bottom, for wtond rcad sound.
319 Line five; erase in.
520 Line twelve, for ¢ -y read my.
522 Line.four, for sanctificati»n read satisfaction.
340 Line twclve, from the botrom, fur doteil read entald,
44 Line sixteen, from the battom, for a'veal an: )
440 _Line five, from the bottoin, for ity read Ghih,
;47 Line nine, for Conpentzon réad Copveision,
LLine five, for sacred read secoud. .
_ " Line-thitteen, from the buttom, for &gy read busigess,
484 Line first, for 25 rexd 857 o e
Line vwdlve, oz 67 opad €%

N







Fhe reader is requested to oorrdct the following

‘

Page 10 Ling twelve, erase I belseve.
Line nme, from-the bottom, for prove read i unpx‘ovn
11 Line eleven, for as read and.
14 Line twen’fy, after least insert a comma.
17 Line first, for their read them, and after them i insert 2 full atogy
21 Line mne from the bottom, after spiriiual insert life snd, '
40 Line ﬁxfteen ‘erase the full stop after purposz,
Last line read Hebrews before (Calgssians,
57 Last line for zxidi. read xxviii
.60 Line thirty, after was insert not.
A Line t}nlrteen, after spirit insert § will pray with the undcrstznfl.
ing zleo.
63 Lmeg eight, for through read though.
Lire fourteen, for ather read others.
69 Line five, from the bottom, for cuifread coii
100 Last line read Luke xiv. !
711 Line four, read Luke xi.
119 Line exght from the bottom, for 23 read 52,
128 Line two, for rule read relief.
* Linefive, for Ahim read us.
139 Line twelve, after though insert there may he some n!nu
146 Line twenty, three, for me read man.
175 Line fourteen, for saniour read savour.
189 Line cleven, from the bottom, after here insert md
202 Line nine, from the bottom, far my read an.
25 Line thirteen for and read of.
232 Line fitht, for praise read please,
237 Line thu‘teen for under read im, '
260 Line ®ix, erase and.
* Line e1ght for the read thy.
282 Line five, from the boctom, for #v. read xvj.
985 Line seven, from the bottom, for the read i 8,
298 Line seven, ‘for condemn read conteran.
306 Line six, from the bottom, erase Morning Prayers.
314 Line sixteen, from the bottom, read anew after oursclvea msteaq
© 'of before commit,
515 Line sixteen, for professivm read poszession.
316 Line five, (mm the bottom, for sam'zd read sound.
.B19 Line five, erase in.
530 Line twelve, for iy read my.
292 Line four, for sanctification reas satisfaction.
F40 Line twclve, from the bottom, for detadl read en‘t&ﬂ
?4-4 Lire sixteen, from the bettom, for a read as,
240 Line five, from the bottom, tor sixih read fifil.
382 Line nine, for Lonventicn read Conversion.
383 Line five, for eacred read swcond.
Line thirteen, from the bottom, for 3&aigs read busiomee
B84 Line firat, for 25 read 35. e
‘Ifﬂe tW“]vL for 69 rrad ¢s.






ADDRESS
TO THE EPISCOPAL CONGREGATIONS OF
St. PAUL’S CHURCH AND TRINITY CHURCH;
IN Sr. ARMAND,

LOWER-CANADA.

MY DEAR FRIENDS AND PARISHIONERS,

I AM happy in presenting to you the book of Prayer,
which I some time ago promised to prepare for you. Tho’
I have taken considerable pains in compilingit, yet I am
sensible that it is defective in many respects. But I have
resolved not to defer printing it, that you may without
delay; have the use of it; and that this edition may faci-
litate my printing another one with improvements here<
after, if my years are prolonged to me. My two Sermons
on family Prayer have been lengthened by several additions
made to them since I preached them. The variety of top-
ics embraced in them, and these being for the most part
of a partial nature, must partly account for the plainness of
the language ; and my desire of affording, you useful in-
struction on the subject of them, must apologize for their
not being treated of in a more free and interesting manner.
At first I proposed Printing only a selection of Prayers in.
addition to the Sermons, but in making this selection, I
found myself enabled, without much trouble, to furnish
various extracts from pious works, suited to my subject and
to the practice of true devotion. Persuaded that these
would be acceptable to you, I have printed them. Some
of them are chiefly explanatory of the service and system of
our Church. ThisIam anxious for your thorough krnow-
ledge of, confident that you will like it, and that you will
cultivate Godliness in proportion to your increased under-
standing of it.  Far be it from me to be prejudiced against
any denomination of Christians, and I can venture to say,
that I am not sc as far as almost any man can presume to

B
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assert it.. My heart’s desire and prayer is, that all peoyle
and nations may worship God in spirit and in truth, and
< hold the faith in unity of spirit; m the bond of peace,
and in righteousness of life.”” T would aveid hard questi-
ons, and commandments and doctiines of men, fearful of
encroaching on the purity and the liberty of the Gospel;
and on the love of God and man, whick 15 the bond of
perfectness. But at the same time, I would wall in the old
paths, and point out the good way, which the Saints and
heroes of the Reformation, and the Martyrs of our Church,
were raised up by God to repair and establish : and stand-
ing in them. Thetrews, I would strive to serve the Gospel of
our lord Jesus Christ with zeal according to knowledge.

My sentiments on the subjects treated of in the follow=
ing extracts, have been frequently heard by you. I am now
happy in giving you them in a better shape, and in the lans
guage of some of the best and greatest Divines that have
ever lived. It is not my speaking or writing to you valua-
ble truths I eare so much for, as for your learning them. It
is a plain and humble book which I have published, intend-
ed specially for your good; and I hope, it will be profita-
ble to all who use it. I have endeavored to make it as use-
ful a Manual of its size as I could, and I have therefore ex-
tracted Prayers and passages from the best authors in my
possession ; but I have to regret the want of a few books
which would have assisted me in making this collection
more complete. All the Prayers are selected from different
publications ; and as far as it has been in my power, T have
given the names of the respective authors. None of them
are taken outof the Book of Common Prayer ofour Churchy
as most of you are already supplied with that most excel-
lent collection and valuable body of Divinity. I mustex~
hort you to use this book (the best one in the world drawmn
up by uninspired men) diliger‘ltlx, in private as well as in
public worship, that you may Prove this and all your tal~
ents to the glory of Ged, and’to your growth in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Let-meintreat your improvement of this book also. You
will find in it Prayers and short discourses or reflections
suited to almost every exigence and situation in life, and
furnishing you with instruction and aid for your edification
in knowing and doing your duty in all the worship and ser-
vice of God.  'The principal ebject I have in view in prin-

i
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ing it is, to persuade you to use Family Prayer, and to as-
sist you in the performance of’it, certain, that this is a most
imperious duty, and that the practice of it will contribute
more than any thing else can, to the increase of religion in
yourselves and in those dearest 10 you, and to the enlarge-
ment of the kingdom of Christ in the Church, and in your
neighbourhood in general. Heads of Families who are
communicants in the Church here, and who do not perform
it, musi not any longer neglect.it. Theéy are without ex-
cuse for such remissness in their duty. Ample divections,
instructions, and assistance, are afforded them, and they
must make improvement of thern, as they would be worthy

partakers of the Holy Communion.

I shall here observe that most of the prayers in this beok
may be easily adapted to family worship, by merely chang-
ing the number of the parts of speech in which they ars
expressed, and using theplural iristead of the singular num-
ber, as for instance, saying, “ We” instead of <L, < our”
instead of ¢ my,” and so forth. -

"I commit thé book to the Pregs in humble reliance ~w
the grace "of God, that it will be profitable to the good of
vour souls, through his mercy and your diligent use of it.
You must work together with me in the care of your souls,
and in the'service of the Lord; and you must pray for
God’s blessing on this little work, and on gj} yourand my
labours in the Lord, that God may give the increase, and
that we may be blessing and blest by and with one another.
Pray for us, as we pray for you; and let us assist each o-
‘ther in worshipping God here on Earth, that we may in his
good time, ‘worship him together for ever and ever, in his
perfect and eternal kingdom. * T'o Him give all honor and
praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ‘
~""Believe me in the bands of the Gospel of peace and love
and union in Jesus Christ.

Dear Brethren,
Your faithful Minister,
and affectionate Brother,

C SFTEWALT.
Frelighsburg, St. Armand, 1813,
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JOSHUA, 24, 15

A8 FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.

THAT men in general are very deficient in doing their
dutyto God, and themselves, and their neighbours,is an un-
questionable truth. Thisfailure is in a great degree, to be
attributed to their not considering the ways, and using the
means which are particularly calculated to direct and assist
them in learning and doing their duty. ' In preaching we
are too apt to neglect pointing out these objects; and our
advice is often, therefore, very little effectual to the increase
of good faith and works. = At present I have chosen formy
subject the great duty of Family Prayer. 1t is an object of: -
such importance, that I am persuaded you will be attentive
to it, and L hope that yeu will reap benefit from considering
the duty or performing it; and that you will resolve to
practise it. © ‘ S Y

Prayer is the greatest duty of a Christian. It is the chief.
means of obtaining Pardon and Grace, which sum up our
c¢hief wants. "It humbles us, and it glovifies God. It teach-
‘es us our dependence on him; and it impresses us with a
conviction of what we ought to do, and what we ought not
to do—what we ought to desire, and what we ought to
shun. It keeps up'in us a remembrance of God’s power
and goodness, and our weakness and sinfulness. It con-
tinues and supports our communion with God and Jesus
Christ, and the Holy Ghost; and it sets our thoughts and
affections on our interests in Heaven and in eternity.
These and many more, are the advantages and the reasons
urging us to the performance of this duty.” ' '

Prayer in the Congregation, in the House of God, is the
most profitable Wway of drawing nigh to him in worship.

rayer insecret, in our closet or chamber, is a mesns con-
stantly at hand, and 'a duty always binding on us, of per-
forming service toGod; and it is a necessary preparation for.
engaging in any and all worship, and in duty of any kind,
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ift we would be blessed in it; mdeed, it ought to b{. contin-
ually exercised. Tannly Pmyex is'a mea.t and peculiar
help to the due performance of the other two descrip-
tions of prayer. It is extensively profitable on many ac-
counts, in promotmoour common and eternul mterests, our
dutiful and aﬁ'ectlonate intercourse in socxe’cy9 and our uni-
on and agreement together in serving God gnd havmﬂP our
conversatlon in deaven. In spealxmrr of: tbe three de-
scriptions ofplayel I must here suppose their belng per-
formed i spirit and in truth, for such worship only is ac~
ceptable to God, and profitable to ourselves. They all help,
each other; and scarcely can we perform one of* them
without desiring to add the others also to our devotlono
VBut at present, I am to recommend Fami ly Prayer.

Let us consider the duty of performing Family Prayer;
the advantages aurlsuuv fromit ; and the best manner of per-
fmmmg it.

Man is constituted hy God a social creature. He must
join with his neighbour, and still more with his family, for
‘providing together with them, for earthly blessings, and in
-enjoying o them together, He ought to do so, also, with re~

gard to Heavenly blessings, and spmtual things. These are
’of the greatest value to hir and his family. They ought
therefore to work and sow together, to them, that they may
reap together everlasting life, “and hawane treasure in Hea-
ven. They receive towether openly, and in common, mer-
cies and blessings from the hand of God; and they should
therefore thank him for his goodness, not enly secretly, but
also openly and together.- Im many things Lhey all offend,*
,often, and torrether, against God and aoanlst one anothex,
Lhey should therefore confess their sins tog ether, and join
in_ prayers for forgiveness. Jesus Christ “toak upon him
theu commen n'Lture, and died for them all. Therefore,
surelyand especmlly, they should all unitein acknowledmnc
hlm, and praising him for redeemmd them from evil and
purchasing for themall § goodthingsin Earth and in Heaven.

The Apostle, after exhor tmrr ‘us faithfully to keep our
‘Baptismal covenant, says, « Let us consider one another to, ’
provoke unto love, and to'good works; Not forsaking the
assembling ourselves together, as the manner of some is,
but e‘{holtmg one dnothex. "+ This advice is as applicable

- ® James, 3—2. T Hebrews, 10—25,
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to the duty of family prayer, as it is to that of joining in

public worship. Itis enjoined on us by the Apostle in sup-
port of patience and perseveravce in our duty; and it is of=

fered to us in the passage, in which he particularly cautions
us against drawing back to perdition. Family prayer is cer-
tainly an excellent means to prevent those who join in it,
from falling from their love and duty to (God, and to one
another ; and it is a great help towards strengthening their
faith to the saving of their souls. It will assist taem in
gvery respect, in pressing forward toward the mark of the
prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ, and there-
fore also in drawing near with faith and taking the Holy
$ncrament to their comfort. This ought to be received by
all the faithfulin the Lord. Tt isthe memorial ofhis death,
and of all the benefits which we receive thereby. Itis the
highest act of devotion, and the most blessed Communion
of Saints with Christ, and with one another, in =« hich we
gan join on Earth. Tt ought therefore particularly to be
prepared for by all who partake of it; and as all men ought
to be preparing for it, at least all the members of every fa-
mily should join together in this important work of prayer,
and especially they who communicate together. c
The Head and father of a family should call his house
together, and direct and lead them in the way of holiness.
Iieshounld do this with more earnestness and attention
than 22a¢ which he applies to any orler object, pursuaded
that none otheris equally important. In this way he will
show his sincerity in pursuing it; and le will persuvade
those around him to press towards the same mark.,  With-
out his good example, his best precepts will not be attended
to. Ile shouldinstructhis Children in the wayofrighteous-
ness, and train them up in the nurture and admeoenition of
the Lovd 5 and this nurture and cultivation of good in them
will be best promoted by their cultivating spiritual things
together, praying together, and worshipping together, Tn
one communion and service. Praying together with him
for grace to follow that which is goed, and to avoid and
escape evil; will teach them their duty' and shew them
their best interests ; and daily seeking to God and the rich~
es of his kingdow, will instract them diligently to serve
him and to set their aflections on things above, and daily
to proceed inall virtue and gedliness of living, Fathers mc

&
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commanded to teach their children the Commandments of'

the Yord, and to talk of them frequently, ¢ when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the wayy
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up,”*
and we should speak often one to another of his power and
goodness. famllj Devotion will enable us to performthese
duties with care and profit, and pleasures better than any
other means can fit us for them; and the) will be “sanctifi~
ed by the word of God and prayer.”}

In addition tothese remarks on the duty of Family Pray-
er, I shall observe, that Jesus Christ oitcn prayed with his
Disciples; and that the Prayer which he has commanded

as to usef is expressed in the plural number, which is an.

intimation to us that we sliould pray wita one another, as
well as For one another.

Inconsideringtheadvantages arlslmﬁ om Fdll]ll} Prayer,
we must at the same time see dddltloﬂdl obligations to the
duty. Indeed, theyare so closely connected, that they can-
not well bese; ml‘ate]y disting aished. . The advanm(resaus-
g from the performance of Famil y Prayer ave cczmln]v
freat and numerous. The prmupdl benefits proceedmw
gf‘tom it'we shall endeavour to point out.

Tamily prajeris a great checkdgainstfallinginto evi ,and,

itisa great hel p to pursuing geod.  Praying tobe keptfrom
wml\cdne%, and to be strenotnened In resisting it; must ¥
our heart, and undmstandnm also, forti Luy us againstit;and
add to our spirit in the Lord. - It must impress upon usa
sense and 1emcmbe1ance, of the dangerous and permcmu

nature of sin, and a fear of its consequences. After praying
before and with afemily against all unrighteousness of lite

dnd conversation, could a man be speedl y guilty of excess”

in induolging his’ passwns, or of injustice 1n his deahno‘b
with his nelghbour, in word, or in deed? - After calling on

. the name of the Lord with his family for mercy and gracey

could he scon profane that name, andtake it in vain?~ Afs
ter praying to God with them, ¢ Forgive us our trespasses;

as we forgive them that trespass agamst us,” could he bear
nalice, or hatred, in his heart? Scarcely could a man who

worships God with all his house be guilty of any of'these
things. Scarcely could any ofthe ﬁlmlv fall into such sins,

1ftl;e) sincerely joined in prayer. But if he do fall, through:

T Déu?éfﬁnomy,ffiw'l. T L Timothy, 4—5. 1 Luke, 112
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< ciessness and the wickedness of our corrupt nature, what
an occasion and opportunity has he for confessing and
setting forth repentence, for secking for pardon, and for
confirming himself, and all around him, in greater watch-
fulness and resistance against sin in future, to the improve-
ment of all concerned, and joined in his humility and devo-
tion? In his family circle he will remind all his house, that;
every one when he thinketh he standeth, must take heed
lest he fall; and that, except we all repent, we shall all
likewise perish. _

St. Paul says, ¢ Let not the Sun go down apon your
wrath.,”* If your families joined in evening prayer, this
would tend more thanany thing else to drive out this spirit;
and every evil spirit, and to keep the Devil far off, and all
his host of wicked fancies or suggestions ; and it would es-
pecially contribute to keep your soul happy and calm. For
“resist the Devil, and he will flee from you: draw nigh tc,
God, and he will draw nigh to you.”t Aud, the ways of
true wisdoin, or religion, “are ways of pleasentness, and all
her paths are peace.”t ‘ 7

Family prayer must help you in pursuing good. Tt must
assist you in considering what you ought to do, and whai
you ought to desire ; your state here, and your prospects
beveafter. Praying that you may grow in love of God, and
of his commandments, and of his promises to them who
obey him, must increase your resolutions and endeavoursto
serve him, and tolay hold on eternal Iife. Praying for these
good things with your family, must unite you all in one road
and progress, and join you in assisting one another, not hin<
dering one anether, (asis common in the world) in culti<
vating good, as well asin checking evil. Praying for the
spread of the Gospel, and the increase of Christ’s Churéh,
must add toyour gratitudein partaking of these blessed priv-
ileges and dispensations, and to your care not to despise
ot to neglect therh. Praying for the King, and the govern-
ment under which you live, must remind you of the pro-
tection, and the freedom and the aids, dnd bounties; which
are so retharkably efforded to you by them; and must con-
fitm you in your love of them, and in your allegiance to
them. Prayingfor your minister, and for all your relations,
must increase your regard for them, and your happiness in

*Ephesians, 4—21.  { James, 4—7. 8. T Proverbs, 3—17.

A}
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#siceming them, and in being %itcemed by ~swew. Prayels
for thede objects, and for these persons arid interests in so=
ciety, and for the poor, and the afflicted; atid for our ene-
mies, not to nention others, muft contrlbute to the increase
of good afﬂttlons, and to the discharge of good pffices, in
+4ll who join inthem.  Of course; I mean prayers sincerely
and devoutly offered, with a heart bountd in Jove to God
and Man; and behevmg to righteousnéss; dad confessing
Jesus Christ otir. orily Mediator and Advocate:
Panily prayer gives dignity and importance of 4 sacred
and fatherly natire to heads of fainilies, and adds to. theit
, authorlty and influence in all their advice and commands:
t contributes to good drderand regulatity in a house in
many essential pomts, by calling them atid bringing’ them
together in 4 decent and respectful manner st appointed
hourm Especially it is of gteat advantage in- fUrthcrmg the
religiotis édtication of childien and bringing them up in the
knowledge of God 4nd of their duty; so much so, that on
this consideration I must par ticularly dwell:
Bring up yolir children in the fiurture and adirionition of
the Lord, is the cominand of the ‘Gospel..” Attention to,
- this, and ijrbﬁding for their ddily bread, is the chief duty
of Parents: By keeping thie Lord’s: day hmy, and By regu-
larly performing prayér in thie family, Patents would pro-
vide for the religious edircation of their childfen more ef-
fectually than Wy any other mieans which can be purgued.
Family prayer is precept and exaniple, instruction and in-
créase in dll rightedugness, afforded and combined togetlier
thore perfectly than can be erhbraced in any other mode of
+ shewing forth good faith and works. Beirig an example in
all good things is the first duty-of Pareiits in educating thein
children: "To them especially they shoiild ¢ be an exam<’
ple of the bélieﬁiers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity.”* In teaching'them knowledge,
and in makmg them to understand doctrine, it should be
precept upon precept, lifie upon line, here a little-and there
a little.¥ Prayer with them every morning and evening
stipplies this instruction in afi excellent nianner; and to a
considerable degree ; but particularly, it exhibits the exani-
ple of their Parents, and their faith and piety; in 2 Way

* L Timothy, 4=32. - § Vide Isaiah, 989, 10.
C
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miost beneficial to their children and to' themselves. Oh, -
that Parents would consider this ; and that you would be
an example to your children in prayer and good works ! .
You will tell them, that, they must. worship God, and
serve him only ; that they must love him with all their
heart, and seek first, and before all -things, his’ kingdom.
But what effect will this have on theif hearts and understan-
dings and lives, if they see you working for the things of
this world only, and if they hear you talking of them with
more anxiety, and care, and pleasufe, than they hear you
converse about heavenly things 3 if you speak to them with
more earnestness and deligence about temporal things, than
about cternal things 5 if you do not pray to God—pray with
them—and teach them to pray also? If you do not turn
to God and his heavenly kingdom in your life and conver-
sation, in your words and works, in prayer, how can you
expect them—ryour children—to turn to him ? If you do’
not pray to God with them, how can you expect theth to
pray without you ? And without prayer, how can they be
blessed. They cannot. They will be the children of this
world and of darkness, and of disobedienee to you and to
God. If you would be blessed in them, or have them bles- -
sed in you, you must lead them in the paths of righteous-
ness; you must walk before them, and shew them the way
to the cross of Christ, and to the thrown of grace, by’ pray-
er, and by the mediation that is in Jesus. = Shew. them
Christ going before you, teaching you, leading you, drawa
ing you with cords of a man, with bands of love—with ev-
ery endearing motive and connecting tie of affection suited to'
human natufe and consistent with divine love and - glory,:
which can induce you to follow. Shew them his love for the
Iambs of his flock. ; Follow his example in love, and be ales-
son and’ example t({r'them in all your conduct, and he will’
draw them after you. When they see your humility, your
faith in him, and Jove of him, they will be humble also, ind”
they will believe in him, and love him truly. When they see
your religion is not words and precepts only, but prayer and-
practice also, they will pray, ¢ and go, and do likewise.”
When they hear your earnestness in building on the prom-
ises of God, they will lay their foundation there . also, and
tryst only in God.  'When they know that Jesus is your-
teacher on earth, and Mediator in Heaven, they will learn
of Jesus, and look up to him for gifts and intercession at
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the rxght hand of God. When they observe your obedi
ence, they will obey God, and their Parents. also. When
they join in prayer with you, and are united in your wor-
ship, yeur prayers "and intercessions will be an instruction
and an example to them, and an earnest of your love: for
them and your concern for their everlasting  welfare, for
your and their happiness and communion with God together
for ever and ever. This must bind them inlove and duty
to you and t6 God more than any thing else can, and in-
crease -your love of thém and happiness in them to an eter-
nal and’ infinite and unspeakable dcgree. Be this your
work:of piety and love, your exercise of prayers and good:
deeds before God and your children, and your reward on
earth and in Heayen 5 and so may they be blessed in you,
and you in them, And to God give all the praise.

Similar advantages to those accruing to the mutual inter-
ests of Parents and Children by the performance of Family
Prayer will arise from it to the benefit of all the members
of the family, and to the increase of their reciprocal regard
and esteem.. This is so obvious that I need not enlarge on
its butin, recommcndmg Family Prayer I must not pass ‘o=
ver its. blegsed effects in sanctifying the union, increasing
the’ love, and confirming the happiness ' of Husbands and
‘Wives in their relatlonslnp with each other,” which is un-
questionably the most important, endearing, and perfect re-
Jationship in life, if it be piously maintained and 1mproved
Surely they should assist éach other and pray together in
support of their common duties, interésts, happiness, and
welfare, in their family and' in the world. Much more
‘'should they join together in providing for their spiritual
welfare and their united happiness in Heaven and Eternity.
‘What are all earthly ties in comparison with spiritual and
heavenly bands of affe€tion ! What is temporal life and hap-
piness with'each other, in comparison with eternal com-
munion of perfeét love and joy ! Oh! that they would
‘rajse and fix and unire their affections in setting them on
thmgs above, and'in living to the glory of God and to their
own eternal happiness.  Let them then encourags and as-
sist each other in all godliness, which is profitable to all
thmgs, having the promise of the life that now is, and of that

4/h is to come.”* Let them Jom together in Prayer,

* I, Timothy, 48,
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swhich is the chief means to godliness, and to the’ increase
of every b‘essmg Let them be Lmted in dbv0t1o1 and
praise to God only. So shall they be with regard to
God and each other and all things’ blessmg and blest iy
this life and the next, in time and ctcrmty, now und xor

; ever.

* St. Peter exhorts Husbands to dwell with’ their wives
accordmg to knowledge, and the instruction of the Gospel :
and he reminds them that they shomd regard each other ag
heirs together of the grace of life 3 and that their conduct
should be sa ordered to cach other that their prayers should
nat be hmdered *  Here he intimates that they should prey_.
togehcr ; and that this must have a goud effect on theit
hearts and lives. For their encouravemcnt, and for the
encouragcmcnt of youall, to join together in prayer, 1 shall
sum up my proofs of the advantages arising from Family
Prayer in the words of Jesus Christ to his Apostles. ¢ It
two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my fathcr
which is in Heaven. For where two or three are gathcred
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.! Jy
Nothmﬂ can add to the powerful reasoris for umtmg in
prayer contamed in these’ words 3 thereforc mecditate on .
them, and keep them, and ponder them in your heart.  Out
of it then, good rhmgs will proceed ; and you will speak
to the g‘ory of God and your common happmess n family
prayer and worshlp

Ve have considered the duty of pe rformmg I‘amuy ,
Prayer, and the advantages arising from it. The best man-
ney of pexformmg it we shall defer the comxdexmon of till
'1 future opportumty At present, Lowever, et usg recol-

lect the principal reasons which have been mentioned ta
persua(‘e you to the duty 5 and let me e\ho1t you to pro-
ceed to the practice of if.

You have considered’ ‘that as you join together with your
fa'mly in the prosecution of \Vorldly works, and in the en-
joyment of temporal blessings, so you ought to unitc in de-
vote excrcises of the heart and spirit, in doufymor God and
humblmv yourselves, in seeking first his kingdom and
Ilghtf‘ouanecs, and in laymcr up treasure tow(‘ ther in Heavcn,

i

* 1 Peter, 3—7. t Matthew, 18—19, 20,
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and in pralsing him, and thanking him for many and greag
mercies and bounties, jointly received and shared by you.
You have considered that -as you often offend together a-
gainst ‘God and one another; so you ought to join together
in praying for pardon and grace—Pardon for the past, and
grace to enable you to do better in future. You have seen
that Family Prayer is a great check to falling into evil, and
a great help to pursuing good ; that sincerely joining in it
must restrain - you from malice, hatred, coyetousnessy and
the indulgence of sinful passions, and from swearing, drink-
ing, and vicious habits in general 3 and that if you do fall
into any sin it calls you to repentance and confession, and
renewed obligations of amendment of life and watchfulness,
binding on all the family circle, and. beneficial to all pre-
sent ; that it cherishes every virtue, promotes good faith
and obedience towards God ‘and man, and provokes to love
and to good works, to loyalty to your king and country,
and love and duty to all your relations, and to ail men; and
therefore also to your enemics, o \ ‘

~ You haye seen that it is a powerful means to keep you
from falling from Geod, and to assist you in going on to
salvation—to the celebration of the Sacrament of Christ,
and to “the prize of his high calling," reserved in Heaven
for all who love him ; and that the performance of it wilt
contribute more than any thing else, to the religious edu-
cation of your children, as it 1s the very pest kind of in-
struction and example that can be afforded to them ; lead-
ing them into- the ways of grace: and. knowledge, and of
prayer and faith, to the cross of Christ, and to the throne
of God. = Last of all you saw that it completes the happi-
ness and-the benefits of the conjugal union by improving.
that dearest relationship in life to the most godly purposes
of mutual assistance in prayer and praise in all the worship
and service of God, and in cultivating one communion of
interests and - effections in spiritual love, and the joy of
treasure in Heaven, and'of happiness in eternal life, through
one faith, one hope, one covenant, in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Be this then your care—the care of your own souls of ev-
“ery thing dear to you, of your duty to Gdd and to one. an-
other, and to your family, and especially to the children
whom' God has graciously given you. Be this your labour
-of love, and example of the believers. Let me then, finzl-
ly, exhort you to ity and confirm you inityas I would



)
R LR
»preacjh to you{r Proﬁt z}n‘d improvement, ~and"as I would
persuade you fo worship and serve God~—with all your
house. | S -
As you would love life and sce good days, as youwould -
be happy on earth and in Heaven, as you would be blessing
and blest in your families, and be heirs together of the
grace of life, enter into communion together with God . in
Prayer, and join together and assist ‘'one another in offer-
ing up the morning and evening sacrifice of devdtion. ~As
you would brirlg up your children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord, and rejoice with them in the day of
final judgment and reward ; walk with them in the way of
holiness, ask with them for pardon and grace, seek with. -
them for good things at God’s right hand, and knock with
them at the doér and gate of Heaven. In your souls rise -
together to joy and glory there : in your bodies humble your-
selves togczhar‘in the dust, on this earth, from whence you’
came, and to which you shall return,  But souls never die,
require Angels’ food, heavenly manna, if they would be as
the Angels are, and go where they are. The souls of you
and your childgen will feed on the bread of life, come to
fountains of living water, be cloathed with the robe of the
Redeemer’s righteonsness, if you and your house will serve
the Lord. Youand they are Placed here to acquire . these
things, and not to take anxjons thought about what you shall
caty or what you shall drink, or what you shall put on; or
about the vanities and pleasures of mortal Jife. Train"up
your children in the way they should go; and when th(-;y
are old they will not depart from it. 'When you are gone
they wiil follow you in the path of righteousness; and
having finished their course, will join you in mansions of
bliss prepared before ; for you and them in our Father’s
nouse in Heaven— repared for all who worship and serve
“ihe Lord.  And their childrén, your children’s children,
following after ‘will add ‘to, and increase yé'ur praise and
joy in Heaven, and in the glorious fainily of our Lord, and
in the perfect communion of Saints above.. And children
yet unborn ; nations may spring from you, and end with
you, in serving the Lord in Heaven for ever and ever,*—

T
™

* Rise crown’d with light, imperial Salem rise !
Lxalt thy tow’ring hcad, and lift thy eyes !
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The father of 2 famlly who serves the Lord with all his
house on earth, what a boundless, glorious prospect has he
before him ? Past description ! Past our comprehension !
(L Transported with the view we’re lost” ¢ in: wonder, lové,
and praise I”* €an I4dd any thing fo persuade you to sérve
the Lord with all your house ? Surely I need iot change the
view, reverse the prospect, and shew'you what will become:
of those who serve the world, the flesh, and the devil ; the
end of their followers ; the misery and the tdrment of hell.
,Only think of going there, of children lollowmg after, of
¢urses upon curses, and accusation upon accusation;pain and
m1sery,w1thout hope or appéarance of dimunition or end, butt
expectation of increase, and everlasting punishment. ()mlyr
femember the rich man there, who wished to send to those
he had left behind, lest they should come to the place of
torment. TaLe warhing from him ; and from what you
have heard ; and be persuaded by Moses and the Prophets,
by one who has risen from the dead; by Jesus Christ, and
by all his Apostles and Ministers, to worshlp ‘the Lord and
to serve him only. Agree together in prayer, in what you
ask. - Gather togethet in the name of Christ. Jom togeth—
er and assist one another i Worshlppmg God, and sefving
hiny only. = Bring up your children'in the nurture of the’
Lord. For his sake, for your own sake, for my sake, serve
him. For your children’s sake, and children’s children,
serve the Lord with “alt your ] house.; that you, and they,
and I, may rejoice together'in the day of final Judgment amd
'reward and worship and serve God together for ever and
ever in "Heaven above. [Each, every head of a family re~
solve, conclude with me and ]oshua, « As for' me and my
house we will serve the Lord.” Let all-flesh be humbled,.
and the Lord alone exalted this day and forever, Amens—
Elessmg, and honor, and-glory, and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever
and ever. Amen.

See a long race thy-spacious courts adorn ;

See futute sons, and: daughters vet unborn,

In crowdmg r'mks on_ev’ry side arise,

Demanding life, impatient for the skies. —Pape s Massidh,

¥ Addison’s Hymn on Gratitude to Ged,



SERMON II.
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JOSHUA, 24—15.

4% FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD:
IN my former discourse I set forth the duty of family
prayer, and the advantages arisig from it. I proceed now
to consider the bést manner of performing it. Ishalladd a
few remarks ih answer to some objections which are sotne=
tithes made to the use and practice of prayer in genetal §
and I shall conclide with exhotting you speedily to adopt;
and diligently to persevere in the performance of so gteat
and profitable a duty as family prayer: o
The general qualifications reqtiisite to the die perform=
ante of family prayer I shall not point out ; neither shall-X
enlarge on the principal subject matter of family prayer
which ought to be used. The same rules with regard to
these considerations apply to the. several desctiptions of
prayer. Therefore, as it is my intention to treat of farily
prayer in particular, I shall not expatiate on gereral topics:
Briefly, however, Ishall observe that we shotild alivays dfaw
nigh to God with humility and penitence of heart and mind,
farthful in the metits and mercies of Jesus Christ, and de-
sirous of being conformed to his holy will, with affections
“weaned from this world and set on things above, and with
charity towards all men, We should confess our sins, and
pray for pardon and giace. 'We should praise God fot his
%reat goodness to us and all men; and we should thank
im for his manifold mercies and his kind providence ex-
terided to us throughout our lives and especially we should
thank him for spiritual blessings received through our Lord
Jesus Christ.  'We should pray for daily renewal in hig-
boly spirit, and that we may grow in newnecss of life, in
righteousness and holiness, that we may serve God all the
time of our abiding here, and that we may be ready to go
to him when we depart hencei - We should pray for all cur
house, and for our dearest relatives, wherever scattered, es-
pecially that they may fear and love Ged: all their days.
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We should pray for the increase of Christ’s Church and
l(mvdom here and evety where § and you should pray for
God blessing on- your minister and on his ministry, that
he may grow in faithfulnéss and diligence and true’ devo-
tion, and that his labours may be blecsed to you': and he
should pray for his peoplu, and for their improvement of liis

services, that he and they thay have a joyful account to give
in the day of 3udgment, and that they may receive 2 per-
fect reward together in the glorious kingdem of our Lord 3
which God of his mercy grant to you and me ! :

St. Paul says, let ¢ supplicaticns, prayers, intercessions,
and giving tham{a be made for 2ll imen : For Is.mgs, and for
all that are in aut hou ty 3 that we may lead a quiet and
peacéable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is
good and acceptable m the sight of God our Saviour.”*
'Fherefore, in publ.c, and in private, and in our’ families,
we should pray for the King and for all that are in 2uthor-
ity under him.

Let us considet the best manner of pcrfor*nmg Fam.ly
Prayer.

First, as to the time of performing it.—In the morning
we should join together in the performance of this first and
chief duty as soon after rising as. we .can well assemble to-
gether, that our prayers may preccde our work, and that
they may be less liable to interruption from worldly occur-
rences. And here I must récommend early rising as 2 great

* racans of improving Time—that most valuable gift—and es«
pecially on the Lord’s day, which day above all others fhould
bz precious to us, and improved by us, as we thould care for
our soulsand for heavenly and eternal riches more than for
earthly things or any temporal treasure.  Again; we should
unite in Prayer in thc evening, as short a time before any of
the family retire to test as can be made generally convenient,
that we may all, as far as possible, finish the day with a
general blessing, and lic down with hearts and minds set

' vpen God and Heaven. Further, on the Lord’s day, if any
circumstance prevent several of the family from attending
public worship, they should in the middle of the day, at
Jeast, (in addition to mornmg and evenmg prayer) gather to-
gether in the name of Christ, and join together in family
worship, - Surely; they should on that day appear before

* I Timothy 2—1, 2, 5.
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God, and humble themsélves and glorify him, about the
hour in which all good people,- évery where, are svorship.
ping, and serving him only. On tha.t day they should dll-
igently improve cvery means of .co,nS‘;dei_’rmg one another to.
provoke unto love, and to good works, ekhorting one an-
other not to forsake the assembling” of themselves together
in the service of the Lord. This last remark and advice
will' also apply to the celebration of the principal festivals
and fasts of the church. They are appointed in conformi-
ty to the practice of the primitive church, and of the church
inall ages ; and they are agreeable to Scripture in the gen-.
eral design of them for the promotion of piety, and to the
_example of our Saviour himself, who kept the feast of ded-
ication ;* which consideratiohs make it superflucus for
me to speak of the plain reasonableness and advantage of
their institution, ; o
The head and father of the family should be the minister
of God in prayer in his own house, unless a watchman of
the Lord, especially called and ordained to his service, and
to that of his people, be present. The head of a family
should be a king and a priest in his own house, for he should
order his people, and lezd them in the ways of righteous-
ness and holiness. Preciotis souls are under his care ; and
he should pray for them, and govern them, in the fear of
God, and in the love of him ; and he should unite them
all together with himself in prayer and praise. He should
with Joshua conclitde, ¢ as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” It was the praise of Abraham that he
would command his children and his household after him,
and that they should keep the way of the Lord, to de jus-
tice and judgment.+ Job, we read, sent and sanctified his-
sons and daughters after their feasting, ¢ and offered burnt
offerings according to the number of them all * for, Job
said, ¢ it may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God
in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.”t His offer-
ings undoubtedly were accompanied with prayers for them.
He was afraid that the gayety of their hearts, in their success
sive feasting might have betrayed them into evil, and deny-
ing God. David after setting up the ark of God,and offering
sacrifices, and blessing the people in the name of the Lord of

* Vide John, 10—22, 28, and Doddridge on this text, and on Luke, 951,
T Genesis, 18.-19, © tJob, 1—s5,



hosts, returned home to-bless his household,* These are
mgnal examples of the duty of family prayer, and that the
head and father of the House should perform it. At the .
fame time the office of lf'admg in prayer need nct be confi-
ned to him.  Some times it may be expedient to depart’
from this rule, indeed neceffary ; for the - regular perform-
ance of prayer in the family (whether the head of it be pre.
sent or not) is the /asz thing that should be dis pensed with,
Kneeling is the pofture in which prayer ought tobe per-
fornied 3 and every head of a family should enjoin it on :111
his house “We should gloufy God in ong body., and in
our spirit, which a arethis + and we should- worship: him,
and serve him, in the whole man. « The mind and body'
mutually aét upon, and influence cach other ; and a- negli-
gent attitude of the@,nc will natmully p.oduce mdlﬂ‘erence
and inattention in the' other.”t Considering their. union
and sympathy, when we draw nigh to' God, we should or-
der every gesture and pofture of the body in such a manney
as shall best express humility and reverence, and at the same
time promote correspondent thoughts and affections in the
- soul. Kneeling marks hungghty, sxgmﬁcs supplication, and
bespeaks earnestness in ouf prayers. - It is natural to the
expression of all these feelings. Without it, there is an apw
pearance of the want of them, and i//s even should be a-
voided in servmg the Lord. Accordmg}y, all nations have
kneeled in their worship, even those that have nct known
God, and Jesds Christ whom he has sent: and, shall not
we humble our bodies as well as our souls in the service and
adoration of him who ¢ is the true God, and eternal life,”§
in unity with the Father and the Holy  Ghost ? Scripture
«calls on us to do 50 3 and we have the examples of Kings
and Pxophets, and Apostles and Martyrs, falling down on
their knees in public and private prayer. Jesus Chnst, the
fon.of God as well as the fon of man, ¢ Kneeled' down,
and prayed.”|| More I shall not say to persuade you to a.
dopt this posture in the performance of family prayer,
(which is the only one indeed, that partzcularly marks de-
votion to' God,) and to beseech you to do as well as to
Lnow these things, and to follow Dawd in. deed as well as

® 1L Samuel 6—20. + L Corinthians, 6-—20.
t Perteous Letter to the Clergy of his Diocese. § L. John §—20.
|| Luke 22-—41.
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in :or'iguc; « O come, let us.wyor'sh‘ip",v and fall down : and
kneel before the Lord our maker.”* o

+ The use of forms of prayer is expedient for the best
" performance of family worship-as well as public worship,’
at least in a general point of view. It contributds to unite
us in heart and understanding in prayer, and in agreeinj in
what we ask when we are gathered together in the name of
Jesus Christ. A fotm of sound words assists us in catry-
ing on our devotion decently and in order, according
to the command of the apostle ;1 and it at the same” time
regulates and promotes our serving the Lorsi in fear; andt
fejoicing unto him with reverence.  Prejudife against the
use of forms is certainly, in.many instances, a great check
and hindrance to the performance of family prayer ; and-
therefore, it is a very mischievous prejudice It is not
congistent with Scripture, or with thé opinion of many of
the most pious men who have ever lived 5 and many of these
also belonging to different denominations of Christians. -
The custom and law of the ancient Jews recommend thé
use of forms of prayer, of which we have various examples
and proofs in Scripture. The Jewish Doctors taught their
disciples'a particular form of ‘prayer. = John the Baptist
didthe same 3 and Jesus Christ has given his disciples a
form of prayer.§ In the book-of Numbers we find in what

’ ~ * Psalms, 95—6. -

+ T shall here observe, that there may be some sentences in this part of
my discourse borrowed from the writings of others, which I cannot ez
acily distinguish from my own, aga few pages here were written” by me,
‘some time ago. But'in justice tomyself and my subject, T must add, that
1 had not read Bishop Gibson’s exhortation to' family prayer *till after
my two Sermons were ready for the press, The coincidence of many of
the sentiments in them with those of the Bishop, seems to-me to call for
this remark. o s )

1 L Corinthians, 14—40. et all things be done decently, and in order.

‘ § We rsad in St. Luke, that, ¢ one of his disciples said unto him, Lord,
teach hs to pray, as John also taught bis disciples. And he sajid unto
them, when ye pray, say” the Prayer which St. Luke and St. Matthew
have handed down to us, and which has always been called the Lord's
Prayer. - On'the occaslon of - his prescribing it recorded by St. Luke, it
“is plain that our Lord gave it ta his disciples as a form delivered to then
for their use, and that they were enjoined by him to say the words which
he dictated.. On the other occasion of our Saviour’s delivering this
Prayer, as mentioned by St. Matthew, he was giving general directions
on the subject of Prayer, and ‘particularly of secrer praver, and in this -
instance, perhaps, it was chiefly designed as a perfect example and les-
son for us to follow in the exercise of prayer and righteousaess in genesal,
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manner and words the priests weré commanded to bless and
pray for the people ;¥ and we have the form of prayer
which Moses used when the Ark of the Lord set forward,
and when it rested. :

In Ducteronomy also we have two forms of prayer en-
joined for the use of God’s people.t David by divine iu-
fpiration appointed the book of Psalms for the public fer-
vice, and some of them particulaﬂy for forms of Praise and
Thanksgiving.  Accordingly we read  of Hezekiah’s(com-
manding the Levites to use them,§ and of Ezra’s renewing
this Liturgy after the veturn of the people from the Baby-
lonith captivity.| - Our Saviour by joining in communion
with the Jewifh Church, which used forms, and especially
by giving to his disciples the form of Prayer called the
Lords Prayer testified in the strongest manner his appro+
bation of {et forms,  Other instances might be adduced
from Scripture in fupport of them, Also, we know that
the primitive Church used them. The objections which
opposers to them bring forward equally apply to the uge of

\ . ¢ Our custom is both tc place it in the front of our prayersas a guide,
and.to add it in the end of some prineipal limbs or parts, as a compli
ment which fully perfecteth whatsoever may be defective in the rest.”

' ‘ ‘ . : Hooker.

¢ That eur Saviour did but set men-a bare »xample how to devise
prayers of their own, and no way bind them to use this, is no doubt an
errar. John the Baptist’s Disciples, which had been always brought up
iu the Losqm of God’s Church from the time of their first infancy till
they came to the school of John, were not so brutish that,they could be ig-
norant how to call uponthe rame of God ; but of their Master they had
_received a form of Prayer amongst themselves, which form none did use
“saving his Disciples,so that by it, as by a mark of special difference,
they were known from others. And of this the Apostles having taken
notice, they request that as John had taught his, so Christ would like-
wise teach them' to pray.”—Hooker.

¢ What Jesus Christ said to his diseiples, is undoubtedly said to us also.
We are therefore here directed, not only tp imitate this In all our pray-

-ers, but to use this very form of prayer.” “Wesly on Luke 11. 2.

“ As to the difference we find in the Lord’s Prayer as delivered by
St. Matthew and St. Luke, tis to be abserved that our Saviour spake in
the Syriac or vuigar Hebrew,. and the Evangelists writ their Gospels in
Greek. Now in the Syriac, one and thesame word expresses both those
different words which the Evangelists use in- the same petition, as Debts
and Trespasses, &c. 8o that it I1s no real but a seeming difference be-
tween them’y all the different words being the same in the original lan-
guage in wluch our Saviour.spake” Bishop King's Discourse concerning
the inveniion of meniin the worship of God,

* Numbers, 6—22, 27, + 1t Numbers, 10--35, 36.
} Deut. 26. § IE Citron. 25—30. | Ezra, 5--10, 11.
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¢he Lord® Prayer, and to the practice of singing Psalms,
which are plainly enjoined upon us in the Gospel of our-
Lord. The fact is, there may be too much partiality in-
dulged with regard to the exclusive use of forms of prayer,
as well as too much objection made to them; but in this .
country there is certainly, in general, too. much. prejudice
entertained against them ; and there is not sufficient dispo-
sition to benefit by the usz of them. I would therefore ad-
vice you all to take the help of the best compssitions.pf‘th«:
kind, drawn up by the very best of men for your aid and-
benefit, and for that of all \good Chirstians, Let not auy
factious or bigoted principle, blind prejudice, ox-proud con«
ceit, or presuming on the extraordinary influences of the
Holy Spirit, deny you the use and the-advantage of them 3
but make improvement of other men’s labors, and of all
the aids and gifts granted youw by God. At the same’
time I shonld not wish any head of a family to confine
himself to the use of ome or more forms of prayer. Es-
pecially when extraordinary circumstances suddenly or un-
expectedly occur, these ought to ke acknowledged and im-
proved upon in the family, and made the subject of prayer.
Signal dispensations of providence, either of judgment or
of mercy, ought to be followed by prayers suited to-them,
and by words spoken in season, and in conformity to the
particular situation and duty of the family. On scme oc-
casions forms of prayer at hand, may not sufficiently apply
to particular cases, and then words especially adapted to
‘these, and to the sentiments and feelings of the family at the
time, would greatly contribute to their offering up an efs
fectual fervent prayer. . A person in the habit of perform-
ing regular prayer, and accustomed to frequent reading of
the word of God and pious books, 15 able in general to. make
an addition to his usual prayers suited to particular ¢ircume
stances, especially if these are of an extraordinary and af-
fecting mature. A few plain words heartily offered up in -
gpirit and in tryuth are sufficient in most cases. At any rate,
God is always kind and merciful in not marking the numbes
gr the imperfection.of our words. ¢ The Lord looketh on
the heart.”  But for the most part there is time for pre=
meditation, and for the.Leader in prayer to prepare himsel§

* I, Samuel, 167,
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iy some_degree, atleast in his mind, fot expressing himself
in words adapted to the particular situation of the famuy‘
And it is not the use of any one ' particular form of prayer
which is here recommended, but the use of forms in general,
of your own or other men’s inditing. Besides, composing
them, according to the event of recent occurrences, or in
supplication of new. and desired mercies, is an excellent
practice, and will be found very beneficial to the spiritual
interests of every one who will put it in execution.

In Farmly Prayer, 'in general confession of sins and of
faith, praise, and- thanksgiving, intercession, and supplica-
tion for blessings of a general nature should be offered up,
and interests common to all the house, and therefore also to
the whole human family, should be principally and con-
stantly attended to. As these cannot essehtially vary, they
are for the most part best expressed and comprised in forms
of prayer. And on most occasions of a particular nature

“forms .may be found suited to them. To pious men who
are not in error and pre]uchce agamst them, they will bev‘
acceptable and profitable. It is not, however, the exclusive
use of forms which I recommend, but.] advise you allte
esteem them, and use them as excellent means and helps to
the due performance of family prayer in general. For your
assistance in this respect, I propose printing a selection of
them suited to a variety of occasions, and I 'must beg your
xmprovement “of a work specially intended for your benekit.
Before I'quit this part of my subject, I must request you of-
ten to pray.to-God in secret without the assistance of forms
of prayer. In secret worship espemally you, ought to.en-
_courage and practise free and confidential mtercouse with
.God : and using this hberty in secret worship will prepare .
you for the exercise of it when necessary or expcdzznt be-
fore your.family.

Further, It is beneficial to evéry-one to commit to
themory several good forms of prayer adapted to various
occafions's and I should advise the leader in Family Pray-
ér to speak from memory in general, rather than . from

“book. -This will assist him in confining his attention to
the duty he is engaged in, and it will in some de=
gree contribute to the freedom and fervency of his devo~
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tion.* He should always use the Lord’s Prayer 3 2nd im.,
offering it up all the Family should join with their voices
a$ well as with their hearts, that they may all be earnest in
their duty, and that they ¢ may with’ one mind and one
mouth, glerify God,”+ at lealt in this part of their wor<
ship. I would guard you by all possible means, against .
carelessness, forgetfulness, and coldness in worshiping God,
and particularly I would caution you against the using of .
fofms in an inattentive, hasty, and unprofitable manner, and
falling into those ¢ sins, negligences, and ignorances”’ of
word and spirit to which the use of them 1s certainly liable.
At the same time I must beg the objectors to them to re-
frain from reasoning from the abuse of them j which falla-
cious viéw of them must lead to error ; and to remember
that every method of Prayer is obnoxious to abuse.

Previous to your family joining in prayer a portion of
fcripture should be read. ~ This practice émbraces many of
the advantages arising from Prayer, and the duty of it is
built on nearly the same foundation ; and it is an excellent -
means for preparing the heart and mind for the due per-

"formance of prayer. ¢ It is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof. for correction, for instructien in righteousness.”}
It affords milk for babes, and ‘strong meat for those who
are'advanced in the stature of Christ—nurture and admoni-
tion for us all, provided by the lord. It should make
part of our daily support ; and we shouvld partake of it to-
gether. It is a special means of edification to all the fam-
ily who join together in hearing it or reading it. It assists
them in profiting at all times by the Word read or preached
to them, and by hearing or reading picus bocks and instruc-
tion of every description - It helps education in many res-
pects 5 even the aptness of children in learning.any thing,
and especially “chief things—religious truths.  And these
are considerations of no small moment 5 for many benefit
but little by public instructions and divine service in the
Church, or any to which they have access, owing to their
little acquaintance with the first principles of Christianity,,
and to their ignorance of the beaury and exccllence of

¥ The dbvice here piven is not meant.to apply to families which use
the Liturgy or a variety of pravers and praise in their devotion, in which
) ' !

case the use of books 1s to be chinmended. |
1+ Rom. 156, { IL Tim. 3, 16
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holiness in.all its-parts.  This would not be the cafe were
ahey conversaiit with these things at homé, and instructed,
in the duties and pleasures. of r\,hglon in their- respectivée
families. " And fome would ‘acquire knowledge and educz=
tion, and rehgmn, in thls way who woulf‘ fgarcely get
them in any other’ way.™ 1In addition 'to reading tae
Scriptures, the smgmg of a Psalm or Hymn would be prof=
itable and pleasant ih the performance of Famlly Worﬁnp
and I amt happy 1o think that many families here are capd-~
ble of performmcr this part of worship. | It enlivens and in-
creases devotion and in a2 powerful and excellent manner -
it unites the members of the family in glo;:‘ffymcr God in.
their body and in their spirit. Indeed it is the most per-
fect form and exercife of woxsmp in which fam'mb on
earth can possibly j join.t

Families, as well ac mdwxduals, snoL]d SOthll’I‘GS add
fasting to their prayers. At least when God sends great
and awful judgments on the country or the commumty in,
which they reside, and especially'when 2 family is paxtxcu«
-larly visited by a remarkable dispensation of Providence:
they should 3 jom mvr:ther in Fastinig as well as in Prayer
before God. Tastanw is recommended by Jesus Christ to
all his followers. The whole of Scripture, and the prac-
tice of all nations, confirm it asa duty. We read in the
Gospel of an evil spirit which Jesus Christ said could be
cast forth by nothmg but by prayer and fastmg 1 Henee
we should learn that in - extraordinary trials, and when pe-.
q:_uhar‘assmt:ancc is needed, we ought to add fdszmg to our
prayers. Besides, as we are too ready to indulge in Feast-
ing sometimes, we ought not to forego Fasting. Holy fasts
are more profitable than the celebration of Festivals, in gena.
eral, They ought certamly t0 be kept nccaswnally as well

¢

* After readmg a pomon of cripgule it {s proﬁtable to use a short ex,
position of it. - Ostervald’s arguments of the books and chapters of the
ld and New Testaments, with practical observations, is a work bettet
suited to the use of famxhes in general, I believe, than any ogher com-
mentar

1- B The Church trivmphant, and the Ckurch uelow,
In a(mgs of pl‘al e then‘ present union show g H
Their joys‘are full, our expectation long
¥n life we differ, but we jein'ia song,
Angels, and we, assisted by this art,
May sing tpgether, though we dwell apart.” ‘
. Waller on Divine Hoesy
$ Mark, 9 —Matshew, 17.
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a6 the others, nd this 2ifo infamily devetion as well as iz
public-devotion. ‘ , ‘ .

We have considered now the best manner of performing
Family Prayer, and § have exhorted yoft in some degree al.
g0 to the duties of reading the Scriptures, and of fasting,
as these duties ought to make part of our worship. To
complete this part of the subject, I must requiest you to sume
mon all attention whenever you are engiged in Prayer,
and to remember that you are then in a particular fhanner
in the prescence of God, and occupled in 2 mést serious
and important duty, and that if you are negligent in the
performarnce of it your carelessness is of a2 most dangerous
uature, and your prayers will be unprofitable.  After prays
ing to God for any particular mercy or dispensation of hig
Providence or grace you should look to God for an anfwer
to your supplications in the events that follow, that you
may see and acknewledge his goodness in granting or bless«
ing your prayers. At the same time, you must always faith-
fully commit yourself to his will, and patiently wait his
iood time and pleasire. Not regarding the answef of the

otd to your prayers, tior confessing his goodness in grant.
ing them or in blessing. you in them, greatly diminithes
their profitableness, and hinders your growth in grace and
in the knowledge of him 3 and it abridges your gratitude,
and your trust in God and in the efficacy of prayer. Above
all things, follow up your prayers with—affections cons
sistent ‘with them, and actions conformed to them, and
let your life and conversation correspond with the language
of your worfhip, that you may be justified in your works
and words, and that you may do as well as know the word
and will of God. ¢ If ye know-these things happy are ye
if ye do them.”* Then shall your religion be on a good
foundation, your prayers and reading the Scriptures be
profitable to all things, and you ready for a joyful judg- -
ment, and for an entrance to be ministered unto you abuns
dantly into the kingdom of Heaven. May this be the ef<
fect of your worship, and the end of your performance of
family prayer, to all, who join in it, for the sake. of Tesus
Christ. ) )

I said I should offera few remarks- in angwer to some
objections which are sometimes made to the use and prace
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e ¢ prayer. I shall briefly notice two objections. *#n-
one‘is, the observation that, as-God knows our wants, we
need not tell him of them, or ask for his asslstance. The
fallacy of this reasoning proceeds from . representing prayes
s 4 duty er service performed to God for his sake, without
considering that the chief design of it is to humble us before-
him, and to bring uys to a reliance on his goodness only.
We are pot called upon to pray to God for the sake of his
information or profit, but to make us sensible of our own
wants and interests, and of our dependance upon him. It
is a means of confirming>us in the knowledge and remem-
brance of what*we aught to do, and what we ought not to
do, what we ought to répent of and avoid, and what we
ought to desire and pursue, It is a confession of his power
and goodnéss, and his loving kindness towards us, and of
our faith and gratitude and love towards him : and it leads
us to laok to him in all cur ways, and to the end of them
in the world to come. Above all, it is commanded to us
by the law of God, to be performed by us 3 ¢ and the law
is holy ; and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”*
Doing his will'is the sum of our duty; and his will and
glory, and our happiness, in this life and in that which is to
"come, agree together 3 and looking to this, and living to
him, are the design and end of all faithful prayer; and if
we obey God, all things work together for our-good as well
as for his glory. These things are inseperable, for this is’
his will and promise,} ' ‘ v ‘
"The othier objection which is sometimes advanced against
the performance of prayer in answer to which I shall say a

— —re
» B‘.ol,.nanzs, T—I12

4 % We do not pray to inform God of our wants, but to expréss our
sense of the wants which he already knows. As he has not so much
made his promise to our necessities, as toour requests it is reasone
able that our requests should he made, before we can hope that our
Decessities will be relieved. God does not promise to those who want
that they shall  have,” but to those wha * ask 3 nor to those who need
that they shall ¢ find,” but to those who, ¢ seek,” 8o far therefore from

his previous knowledge of our wants being 3 ground of objection tc pray-

er it isin fact the true ground for our application; Were he not know-

Jfedgeitself, our information would be of as little use, as our application

yrould be, were he not gopdness itself.” !
) : Hunnak More on Practical Picty.

“ Iasee the goodness of God in. appeinting that [prayes]as a duty,
which is my greatest advantage ; and making it the condition on which,
¥ am to expect His benefits, and be  entitled, through Christ, to his fa-
wourt Guide to. Happiness,
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few words, 1s founded on the observation of ‘the wise mah,
that < the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the
Lord ”*  Undoubtedly this text is ot intended to discours
age the wicked from turning to God in prayer, but to ré-
present that praying and wershipping God in form and ap-
pearance only, when the hcar't is far from hina, isnot accepta
ablz o him, It is an abomination in any one to be praying
to God to be kept from temptation and sin, and o be aided
in repentance, at the same time that he does not sincerely
resolve or endeavour to amend his ways, of to avoid and for.
sake sin and the incentives to it, but persists in going on
still in his wickedness, in following evil instead of resisting -
it, and 1n not denying but indulging sinfil propensities. It
s an abomination to be praying for pardon of sin without
entertaining a hearty sorrow for pass offences, and a sincere
hatred of all iniquity. It isan abomination to be asking
for mercy without shewing mercy—for any good or bless-
tmg without endeavouring after it—to be expressing love or.
glory to God, and not to be striving to live in obedience and
conformity to his will. But, every wicked man ought o
exert himself to act and live in a manner contrary to this,
to renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil, and to mor-
tify his corrupt affections, At the same time he should
pray to God for assistanee in coming to repentance, and in
bringing forth works worthy of repentance, for pardon of
his great and numerous transgressions, and for a new heart
and a new spirit, created to righteousness and holiness. He
must do all he can himself; to become a new creature 5 and
trusting entirely in God’s help, he must earnestly pray for
it.  Then his prayer wiil be a delight to the Lord, and it
will avall much—every waj—and God will draw nigh to
im, and bless his sacrifice. ~ Restraining prayer before God
is spoken of in his word as a sign of great wickedness. Iv
3s the effect of casting off fear of God, which is the worst
fruit of sin, and the last stage of wickedness. I beseech
you, depart from evil, and pray to God. .In your hearg
2nd mind abhor sin, and crucify it : then will your life and
worship never be an abominatjon to the Lord, but a glorious
sacrifice, and a praise to him.” A% a general observation it
is 2 good one; that a2 man must leave off either praying or
ginning.  God has put it into your power to come unto him

* Proverbs, 15~-8,
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By Jesus Christ—to come to repentance, anid the knowledge
of him.* He does not require "impossibilities of you, o
expect to reap where he has not sown.  But if you do not
‘improve the talents he has given you, the time will come
when even that’ grace which you have, will be taken away
from you.f Prayer is the chief appointed means for grow=
iing in all grace and godliness. . It 1s the key to Heaven 176!
all, amendment and blessing. Esteem it as the greatest pri-
vilege. Culiivate it a5 your only way, through Jesus Christ,
to any good thmo Family prayer is one great branch of
it It has been }argeiy considered by us, and Ihope it will
be improved by us.

We have considered the duty of performmg faimily praye
er, and the advan*agea arising from 1t, and the best manne?
of performing it.  Lasily, let me exhort you speedily to a
dopt and diligently to persevere in the practice of so great
and profitable a duty.

ou are sensible that as you live'togethe in one family
you ought to assist one aniother in good works, therefore, es-
Pf’mally in drawing nigh to God and serving him together,
and in walking together in the way of holiness ; that pa-”
rents ought, above all things, to lead their children in the
- paths of righteousness 3 and that joining together in family
- worship will contribute toall this, and to your happiness to-
gether on easth and ‘in Heaven, more than any thing else
can. Proceed then to the performancc of so good a work,
and lose no time in adopting and Iollowmg up a prachce s0
profitable to all who are engaged in it.  How to perform it
~ has been pomtcd out to you ; ia doing which I have beers
parhcular in my.directions, owing to my persuasion of the
great importance of the subject, and to my earnest desiré
that you should improve it, and that I may contribite 3
your everlastmg wellare, Nothmg essential, I beheve, has
been omitted by me 3 but I would caution you against cons
cluding frgm mc length or the variety of my- advice 1‘61%1’~ :
to family. prayer, that a great deal of . duty in this rcspcct
or a hard task and a heavy burden are imposed upon you.
It is not much that is required of you. .Almost all that has,
been recommended by me is symmed up in my treating
you to-join together every morning and evening in heamﬂg
‘the word of God and in prayer, w1th a little addition tc, or

= 1L Peter, 5—9.21 Timothy, 2~ t Matihew, 2529,
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yariation in this service, occasionally, spitgd/te the pafiroin,
lar circumstances of the family. Surely this is not diflicult,
or grievous to be done or borne. As you are persuaded of
the duty and the utility of it put it in practice. Ifitbea
new thing to you, still 1t is not a hard thing. .It may seeny
strange to you to make 2 beginning, as the beginning of ey
ery profitable work is no small matter. Though, I must
¢ speak this to your shame,” ‘with rega?d to 50 greata d‘Lh
ty being strange to you. ~Become acquainted, familiar with
it, and you will soon find it pleasant an§l profitable. - It
may require some resolution at first to begin 3 but be fu’_lly
persuaded in your own mind of the duty of 1t,n.and be sin-
cere i seeking to God in the performance of it, and you
will speedily accomplich it, If it be difficult, exert yours
self the more, and the Lord will not fail yoy. Itisa difli-
culty which thousands have overcome ; and the fruit of their
labor in the Lord is « the kingdom of God, righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”* Never be back-
ward or ashamed to confess your Lord. If you are asham-
ed of your duty to him, and if you do not confess him be-
fore men, he will be ashamed of you in the day of judg~
mert, and he will not confess you beforg his Father which
13 in Heaven.+ -
"The only obstacle to prayer, and the only reasonable ex-
cuse for foregoing this duty, is, indulgence in sin, and care-
lessness about overcoming it. I have shewn you that you
must resist sin and temptations to-it 3 and cultivate sincere
repentance, in order to offer any acccPtable service to God,
Tou must avoid evil, and pursue good, in order to draw
nigh to him. Therefore, heads of families who are living
in any habit of sin and carcless indulgence in'‘it, are not fit
to lead their house in prayer. Their sacrifice, or offering
of it, cannot be acceptable to God, or profitable to them-
seives or their families. But this is the only reasbrable ex-
cuse for abstaining from it. And what a veason it 132 Iiis
choosing to continue in sin, and it is refusiap pood.” It is
choostng a curse, instcad of a blessing. It is ‘drawing on
towards hell. Oh, that such men would consider their
ways and i‘vepent‘of them ; that they would see their folly
and wickedness, and lead new lives, and furn to God in

-

. .. * Domans, 14—18,’
t Vide Mark, 838 and Maiihew, 10=02, 3%
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pfa?éi s that they would fear the Lord, which is the begini-
fiing of wisdem, and depart from evil, which is understand~
ing.*  Oh, that you would all cultivate repentance | Then
prayeris a part of it, a duty of it. It will:bring down the
-gpirit of God to you-—pardoi and peace, and the comfor-
ter—the Holy Ghost. He will sanctify you, and prepare
you for all good things on earth and in Heaven, and assist
you in praying together, and in blessing your hbusehold.

Serve the Lord with your house, and ‘begin this good
work Without delay.  Your time is short, wiicertain: ¢ Iny
such an hour as ye think nof the son of man cometh.”y
And « évery one ofy i3 shall give account of hithself to God”}
of the time and talents he has bestoved on us, of our im-
provement of these, and of our care of otir own souls, and”’
of the souls in any way committed to our charge. We
raust take care of them and oursclves while we are in the
body, in this world, for ¢ the night cometh when 10 man
can work.”] Then ¢ there remaineth no mote sacrifice
for sins.”§ There is no place of repentance in the grave.
¢ It is appointed unio men once to die, but after this the
judgment § Delay not then ahy good work, and especially
repentance and prayer., Without our own exertions and
prayer to God, and his assistance, we cannot be blessed ir
any thing, Without prayer with our families we neglect
the chief means of blessirig. ont them and on ourselves, of
being ready for jadgment or any trial, and of being com-
forted of happy in their or our prospects in everlasting life,
and in our common interests in eternity. As you would
die in peace, depart, and see salvation near you and those
dround you, those dearest to you, close your cyes on them
full of hope of a joyful meeting in 2 happier world 5 o, if
¢alled upon to give them up in death before your departure,
as you would part with them faithful i having ome inher-
‘itance in Heaven, pray together with them, and work out
your salvation together with them on ezrth.  As you would
be righteous and prosperous together in your habitation hexe,
é4nd joined together in mansions of bliss hereafter; lovely and
pleasant in your lives, and in 'your interests in death nog
divided ;**'be united in worshipping Ged in your family,

Cw Paalms, 111—10<~Job, 95--93. t Matthew, 24—44,

} Romans, 14—-12, [} John, 9—4. § Hebrews, i0—28.

1.'Hebrews,, 9—27. *# IL Garnuel 185,
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and in cultivating one communion of S,aipts ai'l ghe c;iaya_ of
your sojourning here below. ]'Jo,se no time in Fultmatm_g}
these good things—spiritual things—life everlasting. Re-
deem lost time by making the best improvement of the time.
that remains to you, and especially by serving God with all
our house. Prosecute this good work, and you will soon
find the advantages of it. Thpug‘p it should be but poorly
performed by you at first, yet it will da great good to your
souls, and 'to the souls of all that joininit; and persever-
ance in it will scon accomplish proficiency. Only be sine,
cere in it, in worshipping God in spirit and'in truth; ‘a?u(i
2 short time spent in this way will be more profit:ble to you,..
and, your family than any other improvement of your time
can be.  About ten or fifteen minutes only, morning and
evening, will answer every purpose. I hz}ve‘ r@commended,
generally epeaking, and will make you {ruitful in every good

work, and ¢ rich toward God.” :
Persevere in the work of the Lord, in the salvation of
your soul, and of the souls committed to your charge, in
serving the Lord with them. Watch, and pray, and faint
not. Watchl for their souls,  as they that must give an
account.”* ¢« Do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto.
men ; knowing, that of the Lord ye shall receive the re-
ward of the inheritance.”+ You are persuaded of the im-
portance of this duty, and of the advantages arising from it,
Remember then that the greater the duty is, and the profit-
zblenes of it, the greater will be your condemnation if you
neglect it.  And the greater the warning is which you have
received to turn away from evil and danger, and the more
large the helps and the encouragements are which have been
proffered to 'you to persude you to pursue good, the more
you will have to answer for in the day of judgment. Pre-
pare for that day by improving all your knowledge and time
and talents'in doing your duty to God and your neighbour
and yourselves, and especially by performing one chief
branch of it in serving the Lord with all your house. If
you neglect it, the heathen will rise up in judgment against
you 3 for they had their housthold Gods, and they paid
their devotion to them with frequent prayers and sacrifices.
Tyre and Sidon will rise up in judgment against you, yea,
Cherazin and Bethsaida also, for the works. of the Lord,

Ay

* Col. 5293, 24. + Hebrews, 1517,
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his wxll and our duty, proofs of ths, and his predlctxona
and promises, have gore on unfolding ever since his appear<
ing on earth, and establishing his. word, that it must be
fulmls,d more_completely to us than to any whe have gone
b‘*fore us. Yrom his word 'caru your daty, and da it, lest
a worse sentence comﬁa upon you than on those cities which
served 'not God. Remember the words of the Prophet, in
' admomtlon to us as ‘much as the Church in his time. ¢ Pour
out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and up-
on the. famxhcs that call not fipon thy name,* which is 2
denuncxatzon of God s anger and punishmerit on those who
~do not serve him. ‘Beware of this prediction applying to
you, Know God now, and cail upon him with your fam-
ily, and be ready with them for a Joyful judgment ; and
this is happiness and blessing to you' and them, always in-
cm%mgmtbsmemﬂﬂwnmt Oh,. that men would
always pray and not faint ;| and that all the members of a
family would pray togPther ! Prayer is thc chief means of
ebtaining every blessing. There are no bounds to the
promises of God made to the prayer ‘of faith offered” ac-
corcimg to his will and word, ~And if two or - three are u-
nited in it, in the name and’s .,pmt of Jesus, tts power is in«
“creased, and the blessmg on the sacrifice of it is enlarged.
Believe the Gospel on this precxous subject. Observe its
fulfilment in the history of its servants. ~Rather, be. ye fol-
lIowers of them, and so partakers also with them in the
same power and reward. '

Serve the Lord with all your house, and all good things
lel be added unto you, whatscever is best for your and.
their happiness in this world and in that which is to come,
sufliclency of all good things here, and perfecnon/ of them
hereafter. ‘Heis a kind master, giving plenteously of  his
best gifts to those who serve him, and who cultivate his
frmndshnp—ngmg his holy spirit to those who ask him 3
and this is power to do all things, to overcome all things,
to possess all things—every thing to the increase of his glo-
ry, and the happiness of those who serve him. ¢« He that
:spared not his own son, but detivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also frcely give usall things 2t .l urn.
not away then from communion with him. . Cultivate ac-
quaintance with him. = ¢ Acquaint now thyself with him, -

* Jer. 1025, + Luke; 18—1. 1 Romans, §~-32.
T
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and be at peace : thcreby geod shall come unto thec b
Join together in his worship and service, and you will grow
in his grace, and trust in bis providence. You wil} be sure
that he will do all tbmgs well 3 and that he will bring all’

things right at Jast, in his good time. In thig world you
will be contented in whatsoever stafe you dre 3 fou will be
filled with joy and peace ini believing, and you wiil abound
in bope through the power of the Holv Ghost.d And in
the world to come you will have ¢ suth’ good thmgs as eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man"’{—-rivers of pleasure, and fullness of joy—
given you at God’s right hand for evermore. Press to-
ward this prize of the high calhng of God in Christ Jesus
with your famlly, with those dear to you, and they also shall
enter into the joys of heaven, and be for ever with the Lord;
and together with you be hexrs of God; snd Jomt heu-s
with Christ 3 and all shall reign together for ever and ever in |
the glorious kingdom of God eternal;  Serve the Lord then
with your house, that he may make you rulers together in
his perfect and everlasting kingdom. ¢ Humble’ ‘yourselved
therefore under the mlghty hand of Gody that he may exalt
you in due time.”§ Consider vwhat has been said 3 and the
Lord give you understanding in all things.{ Now, ¢ Unto
him that loved us, and washed us from 6ur sins in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests to God and hig

Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever:
Amen.’q

3 : Lo

* Job, 20--21. + Romans, 15-—15. t L Cor. 29
§ L Peter, 5—6. | I1. Timothy, 27
9 Revelations 18, 6
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WHEN we consider the cosruption of our nature, the
strength of our quts, and the malice and power of the de-
vil 5 and compare our weakness with the strength of these
mighty enemies of our souls, we are 2pt to despond n our
‘minds, and our hearts are ready to fail within us. Like the,
people of Isracl when they ‘heard the report of the spies;

-~ concerning the strength’ of the land which they were to
conquer, and the terror of the inhabitants, they wish thems
selves almost dead, for fear of deatly :—¢¢ Would to God
we had died in the land of Egypg 5 Or uld to God we-
had died in the wilderness | Wherefor hath the Lord
broug}xt us.into this land to fall by the sword ?— Were it
Bot better for'us to return into Egypt ? (Num. 14———2, &c.)
"Thus we are apt to be disheartened when we look onl ¥ to
ourselves, and consider the power of oux énemies; but
when we IooL beyond ourselves, as Caleb and Joshua did,
to that presence and strength of God, which, was promised
to go-along with them 3 if we would but consider those
igracious and powerful assistances of God’s, Holy Spirit,
which ate offered to us, and are ready to join with us'in
this holy warfare of fighting against sin, and subduing and
mortifying our Iu ¢, we should then encourage onrselves as
they did. « Fear ye not the. people of the land '3 for they are
bread for us’: their defence is departed from them, the
Lord is with us : fear them not.” (Num. 14—9¢,) If we
would but apply ourselves to God, for the aids of his grace
and Holy Spi+it, and make use of that assistance which he
offers, we should (as the.apostle: speaks in another case
(Heb. 11. 34.) out of weakngss be. made strong, wax valiant
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in fight, and be sble to fut to flight the armies of. aliens,
If we would but wisely consider our own strength, ¢ how
should one chase a thousand,  and two put ten thousand to
flight #” All our spiritual enemies would fall before us, and
as 'tis said of the Canaanites (Joshua 5—1.) ¢ Their hearts
would melt, and there would be no more spirit left in them.”
2 Kings 6. 15. When Elisha’s servant saw a hoft comphas-
‘ sing the city of Samaria with horses and chariots, he-was. in
great fear and perplexity, and- said- ¢ Master what shall we’
do ”? but when upon Elisha's prayer, ¢:the Lord had open-
ed the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and beheld the'
mountains were full of horses and chariots of fire round a-
bout Elisha ;” then he took heart, and his fears vanished,
because ¢ those that were with them -were more than' tley
that were againft them.” Thus if our eyes were opened by
" faith, to discern those: invisible aidsand assistances which
stand by ‘us, how should this raise our courage -and confi-
- dence, and make us to triumph with the Apostle, (Rom. 8,
41.) <« If God be for us, who can be against us ”?" and to
rebuke our fears and the despondency of our spirits, as Da<
vid does, ¢ why art thou cast down, O my soul ! and why—‘
art thou disquieted withinme'?. Trust still in God ”: and to,
say with him, when ¢ multitudes of enemies compass us
about, in the nanfe of the'Lord: we will destroy them.™”
-(Epb. 6. 10.) When the Apostle represents to the Chris»
tians what enemies they had to conteft withal, < we fight
. mot ” only ¢ against flesh and blood ”: that is, not only a-
gainst men who persecute us; but against Devils, who
continually infest and tempt us, ¢ -againft principalities ar?-
powers,” &c. heencourageth them against all these, by the .
strength of God 3 ¢ Finally, my Brethren be strong in .the-
Lord, and in the power of his might.” Thus we should
encourage ourselves in God; and- animate our resolutions
from the consideration of God’s Holy Spirit, that Spirit of-
might and of power, which God isready to give evévy one
of us, to assist us to do 'whatever he requires of -us. ' And.
we have 1o reason to complain of weakness so long as the
strength of God stands by us, and the powerful _aids of-
God's Holy Spirit are ready to join themselves to us. ‘
* Let us earnestly beg of God his Holy Spirit, seeing 1t is
so necessary to us, and God is so ready to bestow this best
of gifts upon us.  Bread is not more necessary to the sup-
port of our natural life, than the Holy Spirit of Ged is to
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our spiritual life and strength : and there is no farther upon :
¢arth more r«.ady t6 give’ b"ead to his children that cry af-
ter him, than Godis to glve his Holy Spirit te those who
heamly and earnestly beg it of him: Did we but know how
'great agift the Spirit of Godis, ahd how necessary to us,
we would not lose sucha “blessing, for want of asking : but
we would be i im ortunate with God, arid} give him no rest,
€ ask,” ‘and '¢'seck,” and ¢ knock,”’ and address ourselvcs
to hlm with all earneotncss, and never give over gill our de-
mus ‘were granted

" Let 'us tike'heéd of ¢ grlevmg the Spmt of God” and
provokmg him ‘to withdraw himsclf’ froni us. Ahd there

‘are’ two things chiefly which provoke God hereto. -+ * "

I. If we resist and quench the miotions of*his Spmt, and
be incompliant to the dictates and suggestlons of it, we af-
front the bpmt of God which i givén us for our g‘mdancé
and diréction, when we will not.be ruled, and governed, and
led by it'5 we thrust the Spirit of God out of hlS office, and’
tnake bis presence useless and unneces=ary tous; and:this
causeth him'to go awa/ ngCVPd from is.

II." If -we harbour and entertain any thmg that isof a
contrary quality” and nature ‘to hxm, and inconsistent with'
Rim 3 and of such a nature is every lust and corruptlon that
is cherished in ‘our souls.  The Spirit of God is the best’
friend in the world : but as friends have the most tender re-
sentments of unkind usage, so the Spirit of God is of a
-thost tender and delicate sense, and cannot bear unkmdness,
especmlly such an unkindness as to take into him the great—"
est enemy he Hathi'in-the world : for there is no such strong'
antipathy in nature, as there is between sin, and the Holy
Spirit- of God.  The. "Spirit of God cannot endure to dwell .
in an impure soul, - Hwé would have the Spirit of God a-
bide -with us, we must give ng entertainment to any lust ;
'we must banish the love of Al sin “for ever out of our hearts :
for if we harbour any lust in our bosom, it will Be to us as
Delilah was to Sampson, it will sensxbly ¢ bereave us of our
strength : the Spirit of God will depart from us, and we
shall be like other mien.” -

And hstly, God’s 1eadmess to afford the -grace and ass15=
tance of his Holy Spirit to us, to enable us to the Performancc
of our duty, and the obedience of - his laws, makes-all wil-
ful sin and disobedience inexecusable. Let us not pretend
any longer the impossibility, or insuperable difficulty of our
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duty, when so powerful an assistance is offered to us. 'If
any man come short of happiness for want of performing
the condmons of the gospel, it is by his own wilful fault,
and ncvlwc gce 3 because he would not beg God's grace,
and bemus«, he would not make use of it If any man be
wicked, and continue in a sinful course, it is not for’ want
of power, but of will to da better. God 15 always before
hand with us in the offers of his grac° and assistance, and
is wanting to no man in that which is necessary- to make
him good and hapgy ' No man shall be able to plead at the
day of;udqmun want of POWET to have done his duty : for
&« God will judge the world in righteousness ;” and then I
am sure he will condemn no man for not havmg done that
which was impossible for h1m to do.

God hath done enough to every man to leave him with=
outexcuse. St. Paul tells us, that the blind heathens should
have no apolpgy to make for meselves. - Next to the being
of God, and his goodness and justice. ¥ de as verily be-
Heve it, as I do any thing in the yorld, that no man shall
be able to say to God at the great dqy, Lord, I would have
repented of my sins, and obeyed thy laws, but T wanted
power to do it : I was left destiture of the grace which was
necessary to the performance and discharge of my duty : I
did earnestly beg thy Holy Spirit, but thou didst deny me.
No man shall have the face to say this to God at the great
day : every man’s conscience will then acquit God and lap’
all the fault upon his own Folly and neglect :° for thea
¢ every mouth shall be stopped,” and ¢« God shall be. Justx ’
ﬁed n his saying, and overcome when we are judged.”

e —
ON THD DUTY or
PUBLIC FAMILY AND PRIVATE PRAYI:R
[FROM THE WHOLE DUTY OF Md4N)]

HAVING given you the several parts of pmyer, the
next thmg to be considered is, where we ought to pray :
and here it will be found our duty to pray both in public -

and “private.” Those prayers are most acceptable to God,
and most necessary for us, which are offered in 'puulzc ass
semblies ; because they have these advantages above private
devomon, that God, 15 most honorcd and-glorified by such
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addresses 3 and a sense of his Majesty is maintained in the
world, somewhat suitable. to his most” excellent greatness
and goodness, when by outward signs and tokens we pub-
lish and declare the inward regard and esteem we have for
his divine attribittes : for private prayeris only piety eonfin-
“ed within olir breasts ; but public prayer 15 pu:t exempli-
fied and diSPIayed in our outward actions : it is the beauty
of holiness made ¥isible ; our light shires out before rien;
and in the eye of the world 5 it enlarges the interest of god-
liness, and keeps up a face and sense of religion among man-
kind. Otir Savicur promises his special presence to such
Lscmbhes, and hath appointed a pafticular order of mext
to offer aip otir p ayers in such places of worship. Pesides;
we may expect greater ‘successes, when our petitions are
made with the joint and, unanimous consent of cur fellow-
christians, atid when our devotions receive warmth'and heat
from the exemplary zeal of pious ministers.  Whdever
thinks justly must be sensible, that private religion never
did in fact subeust, but where some public profesmoﬂ of it
was regularly kept up : he must be sensible, that if public
worship was once discontinued, a universal forgetfulness of
that God would ensue, whom to remember 1s the strongest
sense and ‘préservative against vice 3 and that the bulk of
mankind weuld soon degenerateinto mere savages and bar
barians, if there were not stated da,s to call them off from
the common busidess of this life, to attend to what is the
.most iniportant business of all, their saliation in the mext,
"These considerations shotld’ make all good christians fre-
quently attend the public worship in the house of God.
Therefore it is to be wished, that they who have opportuni-
ties, and are not lawfully hmdercd should endeavor so to
regulate their time, as to be able constantly to attend on
prayer at church ; for, as those who have leisure cannot
' ‘bettur employ it, so they must have but little concern for
the honor and glory of Cod, who rieglect stich opportuni-
ties of declaring and pvblwh'ng his praise before men.  In
a word, public WO;Shlp is the great, mstrument of securing
a sense-of God’s providence and of a world to come ; and &
setise of God’s prov:dencc and a world to come is'the great
basis of all social and private duties. One thing more I
- beg leave to mention. ~ Though you should be a regular at-
tendant 6n the setvice of the church take care, that your
deportment out of church be cor:"spondent to your behavi-
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gur it otherwme, you will do religion more disservice;
than if you were its open and avowed 6mmy ’
,The next christian duty is FAMILY PRAYFR. Every mas,
ter of 2 family is answerable to God for the welfare of those
souls that are under his care. Nor can I 'well understand.
how 2.sense of religion can be maxmmned in afamily with~
out the EXercise of dzn)y devotion it 1t Farpxhes are but
Tittle soc etxes, as ‘sogietics are lnger families 3 and there-
fore rell;_,r\on, which is confessedly f*xe ‘best bond and cement‘
of union in states and larger commun\nes, is likewise so in
Tittle domestic g govemmmts. It is therefore mcumbent up.
on those, Who preside over a fnmﬂy to 1mpr ss a sense of
relmlon upon those who are beneath them. By this method
We are best able to conﬁrm and eatabhah children and ser—
vants in the pmctlce of thlr christian obligations. If ever
then you would have your children to be dutuul and your
sérvants falthful 5 if ever you . desire ; your small commumty
/here should Jom hereafter with the _great _congregation of
men and angels in heaven } be sure to cultivate the SpOt ¢ of
grouno committed to your care 5 teach them to look up to
God in every step of their conduct § 5 1mp1€ss upon them,
and keep alive in them, by repeated prayers, a manly, seri-
ous, and devcut frame of mind. Froma neglect of domg
thxs) it comes to pass that our youth, as soon as they launch
out into the world, fall an easy de\.I’lCEIGSS prey to thosc
professors of m-qmty, who go about bCGLng whom they
may devour 5  that they become prose]ytes, from the best -
religion the world was ever blessed with, to no rel 1g10n at
all ; and that those, who should be the ﬂower of the na-
tlon, are too often the very dugs of it, This dexotxon
must be also remembered at our meals : for we ought to-
beg the blessmg of God upon those good creaturés plOVld-
¢d for ottt uée § since itis by the word of God aind prayer
that they afc sanctified to us. Naturnal rehgwn itself
teaches us thankfully to a'“Lnowledrre the benefits we re-
ceive 3 and this partlcular mstanee of it hath sufficient
‘ground from the example of Christ and Yus holy apostles,
all the evangelists declaring that our Saviour blessed and
~ gave thanks before meat ; the satie St. Luke relates of St.
g,(:’;J.ul ; and even St. Paul hirnself sneaks of it, as thé knownt
practice of the church among LthStl ins in his time.
But'this perforniace of public prayer can by no means ex-
ctise 3 man from the other duty of prRIVATE PRAYER, which



49
R F
i that praying to our Father in gectct, commanded by our
Saviour 3 and to which in particular he has promised a re-
.ward. And-when a - man does thus approach to God in
private hé ought te' be ntore partl‘.dar, according to his
- pressing necessities, than it may be convenient for him to ex=
press himself in public; This duty God hath esiablished
.45 a means, Whereb,y we are to obtain whatever we want in
relation to out souls and bodies §. we are to agk before it
- ghall Be glvcm, we miist seek be fore swre shall find, we must
knock before it shall be opened unto us. The mind of man
naturally affects mdcpendcn(.e, "Td check this tempet, God
has obliged us to ask-for the assistance of his holy spirit 3
and our bemg -obliged" to- ask, contmually, reminds us-of
(what e are very apt- to: forgct) the dependence we have
on him for our spmtual as well as natural abilities.  Were,
indeed, what we receive a matter of strict debt, then we
might say, Who is the Lord; that we should pray unto him ?
But, a5 our cn]oyments are the effects of his urdeserved
mercy, it becomies s to ask if we vrould receive. What we
coltld receive without: pctmonmg for it, .we should look up-
on as ent:rely ol own acqitisition, exclusively of our Ma=
ker. "This-scems to be the most obvious. reason why God
hds anncxed the promisés of his: grace ‘to the perform-
ance of this condition ¢ that prayer 1mght be.a perpetual
memorial of ouf reliance on himi, calling us to such a state.
of humility; that whenever we. do well “Wwe should in‘the
words of the Psalmist acknowledge, Not unto us, not.unto.
tis; O Lord§ but unto thy name  be ascribed the glory.
And whenaver we do'illy we should in the words'of Dani-
el confess; To thee; O Loxd, belongeth tighteousness ; but
nto us confusien of face: - Arid he hath promised the as-
sistance of his holy spirit to help usin the. performiance of
our prayers ; and hath apnomted his Son to:intercede by
virtue of his merit fof their admission; ~Therefore, it is' ab-
solﬂtuly liecessary that we should live in the. fonstant exer-
elseof pra/cr ; and in so doing we cannot fail of attaining
the end we aim at, our soul’s salvation, None can be vir~
tuous that live Wuhout -praying. , Let people boast ever so
much of the great effect of a- good resolution, they must at
last confess, that there is-1io getting such a victory over their
lusts and corruphons, no living such a christian life as the
"ospex requives of s, without the practice of earnest and
ardekt prayer to God, a constanit attendance to reading and
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meditation, and other devout exercises. Though we have
formed our purppscs, as we think, -ever so strongly,: and
doubt not but that we shall be able to resist every te mptas
thon;  yet if we do not. daily apply ourselves to ‘hc throne
of grace for strength and influence, and support, there can
be little hopes that.we should - make any great progress or’
~advancement in christianity 5 but on the contrary, it i3
ruch to be feared that'such a 11eglect will bring us insensi-
bly into a state cf carelessness and indiferency to these mit-‘
ters, if not entirely o a worldly, sensual, or vicious life. J
Where, let it be remarked, our whole duty is made up
but of three things 3 that a man live soderly, with respect to\
himself 3 rm,éteou:/y, with respect to his he1ghbour ; zmdL
“piously, with resppcr to God. Supposing now, thut 2 man
rakes care of doing his duty to himself and his neighbour ;
yet, if he makes no censcience of picty toward Cuu, in what -
scnse.can he be smu to hau done hr uty, or’to. live virtu-
cusly ? truly in nosdence 3 Because, 25 to ¢ne third part of
his duy, he is a notoricus o{T.nde r.  For, though he be not
unjust; though he, be not debauched 5 yet, wanting p1ety
toward God, hie 1s implous; and hlo wﬁ las celtalr‘y con-
dernn him;as either of the other sins, 'chreIor one of
these two things must be made appear, that 1s to say, that -
there may be such virtue as will recommend us to God
without piety, or that there may be piety without ever pray
ing to er worshipping God ; neither of which I believe
was ever Imagined : or, it w111 follow, that wlere there is no
pmymg, .,hen, i3 1o wvirtue; and consem.cntly no salvanon
for such as neglect thatd duty. Devotion is as necessary a
ineans to preserve the union between the soul and God, in
which our spirirual life consists, as meat and drm 18.t0 pres
serve the unipn between our souls and bodn.s, by which
our natural life is suopor’ted So we may every, whit a3
reasonably expect to keep our bodies zlive without the cons
stant and daily use of cziing and drinking, as we can expect
to keep ocur souls alive to Cod thhout the constant and
daily exercise of prayer But ac to the proper time in -
which this duty ought to be more particularly performed,:
that must be regulated according’ to the leisure every one
can find from the duty of his necessary business or calling §
yet this duty must never be neglected at morning and evens
ing, and we may all lift up our hearts to God in some vious -
ejaculotion in every work thron"hout the whole day,
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PRAYTR is the yery life and soul of religion, with-
ont wnrh it is 1mpoqslblP to, become lioly in this woild, or
to attain to z life of happ*nf*ss in the world to come. Itis
fo" want of-cons dcntmn that any person or christian mmny
can live i in the disuse or this necessary duty : The most un-
Jearried must know, that they depend upon the goedness of
God’s providence for their health and strength, ®and. for al
the comforts and copveniences of life. Men may toil and
labour incessantly in the business of their-calling j yet all
their industry and care, without the divine blessing, will be
"‘r‘oruve For except the Lovd build the house, their labour
is+but lost that build it.  Anjit.is but lost labour, that ye
Fbaste to rise up early, and so l('/e m,%t' rest, and ml 1he bread
qfcr'n’fubm:. Psalms, 127~—1, 3.

Many are our spiritual as well-as our bodily necessitics 5
we arc v1ot able of ourselves to w. uh@cand those. m muold
temptationis, which are hl\ely to besetus; we can-do no
good things without the assistance of the hioly spirit.: “ we
are not able, " as our church expresses it, ¢:to walk in the
/co'mmandm.ents of Ged, and to serve Him, without His
special grace 3’ therefore it is meet, right, and our bounded
duty, to pray constant.y for pardon and peace ;5 for strength -
and a disposition to do is will ; for His blessing and pro-
tection by day apd night 5 for an happy death, :md nlo;,
ous resurrection; to life eternal, \

O !- that there were such an heart inall of us, that we
would fear the Lord, and serve Him with our whole houses,
that it might be well with us, and: our children forever !
The words’ of the wise man are very striking in Proverds, -
:3—3+  The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wr:ﬁed
but he blessetl the habitation of the just.

.. What an unsafe and dangerous condition must they be
i, who live as it were swithout God in the world : who do
not scek for His aid and protection in this life, or shew any
reg'u'd for their future and eternal welfare ¢ Who have not
in their houses so much as the {orm and appearance of re-
ligion ; where children and servants, instead of being called
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to dally prayers in the family, have hardly an example set

them of retiring for private devotion ! The state of such

heathenish families must be truly deplorable 3 I know neg

how they can enjoy any peace or comfort or hope to thrive

in any of their undertakings :, Surely they have lictle thought -
how they should be able to answer for such motorious im-

piety at the last day, when they shall stand before the judg.-
ment-seat of Christ, there to give an acconnt how lthey haye

performed the cammands of that gospel which teacheth us,

that men aught always to pray, and not 1o 'faint, Luke, 18—

1. to pray withoyt ceasing, and in every thing to give thanks,

I. Thessalonians, 5—17, 18. ' :

On the other hand, they that daily worship God with
sincerity of heart in their families, and in their closets, will
find great comfort from such a practice even here, besides
those unspeakable rewards which they will receive hereaf~
ter. ~ God will bless and give his angels charge over them ;
so that no evil shall befal them, neither shall any plague
come nigh their dwelling, He will grant them the contin=
ual comferts and assistance of his holy spirit, to direct them
in the way wherein they should go; and. to bring them to,
everlasting life and glory at the end of their journey, There-
fore « thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou iart,”
that neglectest to serve thy God to the best of thy power
and knowledge. ‘ _ ’

Let none pretend they have not time to pray to God ev-
+ ery day iu private, or with their families.—For, does not
God give us all the time we have s Is it not His hand that,
keeps us in health, and upholds our souls in life  Does not
the man of business, and the poor labourer, depend on. God
for strength 'to go through their daily round of labour?
Therefore interest as well as gratitude calls upon all men,in
every state, to acknowledge the bounty of their heavenly fath-
er, and continual dependence on His power and goodness.
~ Abrabam had abundance of cattle, and agreat’ deal of
grouid to look after, but yet he made his children and his
whole houshald serve the Lord. Gen. xviii. 19. -

Joshua was ruler over all Israel, and had always a multi-
plicity of business upon his hands, and yet he declared this
plous resolution, As for me and my housé we will serve the
Lordy Josh. xxiv. 15. . o o

_Holy David though he had-the cares of a crown upon
his head, yet conflansly prayed to God, morning, evening, and
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at noon day, Psal. Iv. 17, And in ancther place he tells us,
he was ressived to walk in bis bouse with a perfect hearty
that none should be bis servants but such as would be godly
and religious, Psal. ci. 3. 6.

And Cornelius, though a Soldier, was yet @ dewout man,
and found time to pray la God alway.r with all bzs bause,
Acts. x. 2.

We may be assured of this, that it is not time lest which
we spend i God’s service ; for He will repay and make it
up to us 3 and we shall, sooner or later, find to our COmeLt,
that if we have been sz‘e//fas/ and abounding in the work of
the Lord, oui labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.

But were we sure to lose some wordly advantage, or to
incur any danger on account of doing our duty to God;
yet under such cxrcumstances, we must adhere to, and reso-
lutely persist in it. The history of Daniel to this purpose
is worthy our serious attention, cb. vi. when he was threa.
tenzd with the loss of his life, if he offered any petition for
thirty days, yet he would not be deterred from performing
his duty to his great Creator and Preserver, but continued
according to his Custom, 70 pray to God three times a day.
For this he was cast into the den of lions; but how won-
-derfully did God preserve his faithful servant, by shatting
4p the lions’” mouths, so that they did him not the least hurt;
He who was with Daniel will be with all those who consciens
tiously wait upon Him ; that thpy shallin the end suffer no
loss or harm. And as Damel instead- of lofing his life,
was by this means promoted to mn‘ler honour, so those who
make a conscience of serving God as they ought, are high
in God’s favour, and shall certainly reap some great benefit
and advantage by ic.

It has been ubserved by many good men, that to begin
the Lord’s day well, and to spend itina rehgloug mamver,,
Is-the surest way ‘to prosper in the following week ; and
:hat things can never go well with those who profane and.
mis- spend this holy day; and it is cqually true, that they
who begin and end cvery day with serious prayer, may hopc\
for God’s blessing to prosper them day and night, and to
order all things so to go- with them, as shall be best and
most for their good But if any neglect this duty, and.
cither go to work in the morning, or to rest in the evening,
w1thout having prayed to God, such may justly expect to -
fall intc scme sin, or to have some unfcl tunare aceident hapa
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peo, to faer or their families 3 for we are never eafe either
from sin or danger, without the care of God’s providence ;
:md woyer is the only way to engage the Almighty to takﬁ'v
caré of and preserve us, that no evil shall befal us, nelthcr‘
shall any rlacue come nigh our dwellings.

Eesvies, as all of us hawe immortal souls, and an eternal
state to p”ovu . for- we cannot surmy think 1t much to ‘:pen&
a few minutss every day, in scttmg forward the i im portant.
work of our salvation.—Shall we labour for the meat that

. perisheth, and yct take no p'vns for the meat that endureth
to everlasting Iife ?

Can we he ar or-read these words of our blessed Saviour,
and not be moved P ¥ bat shell if prefit a rmw, zf he ../ull'
gain the whalc weorldy and lose bis own Sarl £ Mark 8-"6

et us consider the hazard of going into an evil world,
without hwm'r xmplnrc “the oIcssmg a.ﬂd p*ouectlon of Him
who keepeth us from evil, who preserveth our Mmg cutand
our coming in.

Let us consider the manifold dangers to which we are.
exposed il the night, when sleepmg aud defenceless s Who
of us dare to mﬂar our eyes to sicep, or the iemples of qur
head to take any rest, Lefore we have sought and begoed for
His protection, Who nexthe* s]umbercm ner slcepub I
laid me down and slept, saAd the Psalmist, and roie vp opu.;
Jor the Lord sustained me, Psalm, 3—5- “And
Psalmy 4—0. L will lay me down in pecce. anc
rest ¢ For if 15 f/)ou, Lord, onlyy that makest me el 1n
safety.

Ye Fath rers, and ye that.are Masters of families. ~cnsider,
those terr'ble words of the Prophet,’ Pous sttithy jury ._l;;;‘
on the families that call not upon thy Name, Jeremiah, 10—
25. Consider also how the Apostle exhorts you-to bring.
wp gour children in the nurture and admonitios qff/m Lord,
Ephesians, 6—4.

And ye that are young, acquaint yourselves betimes with
God, in all the ways of holy address, and in zil the duties
of the sanctuary and the closet : Be not so foolish and un-
wor t"y as to’ forget your maker and gr amom; meservel,,
when he is most mindful of you, ¢ when the candle of the
Lord shines about your tabernacle,” and. you are cnjoymﬂ
the health and snength and sweetness of life.

Let other:, who are thoughless and hate instructi dote

+ upon and follow the deceitful pleasures and vmxtxes of the
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world : Let ther run into the arms of” temptation, who
feglect to look up to God, and seek Him not for the guide
of their youtﬁ 3 but say you, and adhcre stedfastly to thesc
usolutxons © As for me, I w111 serve the Lord, and will
make it my prmcwal care and stidy to keep His.command-
ment from my youth UD.—-—LOI‘d I WLH be thnl."—i havc
c¢hosen thee for my happness and m3 POIUOJ for cver
Whom have I in hcaven but thee; there is uom upcn cartly
‘that I desire in Compd‘nson ‘of thee.”

« Lo, they that forsaké thee shall pcr1¢h but itis gocd
for me to draw nPar to Cod 5 10 bcm_n .md c‘m my days in
His fear, and o His glory

Finally 5 let it be our constant end mvour in every age
~and state of life, to mind the ong THN G NEEDYUL, und 2
do the IW.rk of Him that sent us, while it is day.  Let us
.vu Ik in all the ordinances of the Lord blamcleas, not imsam
ing the assemblinng ourselves together as ‘the manner of som¢
18, et s strive above all things to p.ease God, and daily
‘:nplo-'c his favour, direction, a'ld blefsmg, \VhlIL we live—
thut when we dig, we may be found meet, through the mer-
its of Christ our Saviour, to partake of those u*‘mpu' ;
joys, which hehas purchased and prepered for all hiz fnihs
ful and obedient servants.

= T 2

4 SERICUS EXRORTATION TC THE GREAT DUTY OF

FAMILY PRAYER.

This Exlortation '.r ahen from. ¢ spriovS FXHOK‘TA‘Z‘IOHS " -'z.b.
lished by the S wf. 'y for promoting Christian Frox 'v/fafx -2

DEARLY EEA.‘OVED BRETHREN,

AS many of V«ou as are masters of familics,’ you owh*
very aurrculv to consider your duty n regard to [hal r«.[
tion you bea: to the several members of them : For as cver;
family is a small societ y, united torrcghcr in the strictest
$ands of Unity 3 socach of you, as master of his ovm, must
look upon: hxmsesf as answerable for the defects that shall be
fZund in it : And therefore, upon a religicus account you
must thm., yom es concerned not only to tzke care that
your wholz famiily be ofdered agreeably to your most lLoly
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profession ; but also that every particular metber of it be
obliged to the constant performance of his duty to God ¢
And to this end, let me exhort you to let no opportunity
slip of bringing your whole family, or at least as many’ of
thera as can conveniently be. spared, to worship the Lord
your God in the public congregation.  And this yourshould
not only do every Lord’s day, but even when at other times
there shall be prayers in your parish church, you shotld g¢
order your affairs as to be there yourselves, or otherwise en
join one at least, if not more of your respective faniilies, in
their several turns, to be there 3 that by that means the pub<
lic devotion of one memiber, may happily bring down a bles=
ting upon the lubourious endeavours of the rest: But be-
_sides this you must take especial care that marning and evéns
ing prayer be constantly tised in your familics. ,

"The great advantages that will attend this holy prictice;
are altogether sufhvient to recommend its performance ;
For if you believe that God is infinite in power;, that it is He
that* ¢ killeth and maketh alive ; that bringeth down to the
grave and raiseth vp s agaisst whom there 1s no wisdor,
nor counsel, nor understanding ¥ For, as the wise mang
¢pzaks, ¢ even the hearts of kings are in his hand, as rivers
of water, and he tarns them which way soever he pleaseth.”
Zou must appreliend from hence, that he cannot want/abil-:
ity to answer your petitions ; so that if there remains any
scruple, it must relate to his will i but even of this you have
ot so much as the least reason to doubt, because you have
his veracity and truth engaged to you for- his readiness to
do you good ; and if you ask as you ought, you shall res
celve 3 For ¢“all things whatsoever ye ask in praver, believs
ing, ye shall receive | And agteeably to these most graci
ous promises, you have many instances of the great repard
God has been pleased to vouchsafe to the petitions of his
faithful servants, even in things superior to patare ; and
therefore could not be supposed to proceed from any other
but God himself:  Thus when £/us§ o prayed eornestly
that it might not rain, it rained not upon the earth for the
space of three years and six menths 3 but upon his asking *
the contrary, ¢ the heavens gave rain, and ihe earth brouzhs
~forth her fruit.” : ’

# L Samuel, 26, 4+ Proverbs, §1—30. 4 Thid, Ver 1.
I| Matchew, £1--22, | § Jemwe, J—-17.
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~ Prayer, in general, is of fuch vaft Advantage to the Jons
of Men, that it is the Fountain of iall"the Good:they en-
joys and as-one of the Ancients obferves, the very End and
Complement of all Bleflings 3 it opens the Treasury of
Heavenly Favours, that makes ‘Way for them to “defcend
upon us Mortals bere below ; and ean any Duty -be more:
advantageous ! Nay, fhall we not, upon our Negledt of it,
be utterly inexcusable ? *Especially since out'God, in his:
mifinite Goodness, has 'made our asking an ™ indispensible:
Condition of o'btammg his Blessing ; sothat - you will find-
noduty required in the whole Scripture, to which you are
more closely and earnestly pressed, ‘and in which you are
more sensibly encouraged, than this of Prayer: And indeed,
if we consider this Duty in regard to ourselves,” and ‘bur
Well- bemg, we cannot but esteem it the gredtest advantagey’
as well as the greatest Honour to be thus admxtted wrth free
Access to the Throne of Grace. '

And because you . will most certamly find thls Duty,
when sincerely performed, productive of the most solid Joy:
and Satisfaction, inasmuch as yoy, will find it adds Wings
as it were to the Soul 5 by Means of which, she will easily"
mount into Heaven ttsclf the holy City of our God; and’
happily meet there with the most’ tavishing Pleafures and
Transports of Delight : For this: Rea"on, I most "earnestly
beseech 'you to be very diligent and careful in this Duty.’

But farther: As you may have many Concerns to man-
age in this World, for the comfortable Support of ‘the ress
pective farhilies you are Masters of 3 so you cannot possibly
take any more effectua] Method to bring down the: Blessing
of Heaven upon your honest Endeavours than by constantly
calling your families together every Morning and Evening,
to this important Duty of Prayer ; for God alone being the
sovereign 1 Disposer of all - Things in Heaven and Earth,
how can you with any Reafon look for the happy Influense
of his good Providence upon your Labours, whilst you passby
him unregarded, and never implore. his Blessing ‘wpon the
‘Work of your Hands ? Nay, how can you in your sober -
Thoughts expect that you should be «blessed in the Fruit
s of your § Body, and in the Fruit of your Ground ; in the
* Fruit of your Cattle, the Increase of your Kine, "and the

v M-:e* Vil 7 4 Paalm ciii, 19
$ Deut. xxiii 4 - :
L4}
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¢« Flocks of your Sheep 3” when'you menifestly neglect
to.make Application, as you ought, to Heaven for it ? and
thereby provoke God to fend upon you ¢ Cursing, Vexation
and rebuke*, inall thatyou set your hand unto ; because ofthe
wickedness of your doing whereby you have forsaken him.”
~ . And since it 1s most evident from holy Scripture, that God
is the Fountain of our well-being + as well ds being itself 5 that
itis to Him weowe our . Lives, & the Preservation of them
that it is from him comes ¢ every good and perfect Gift §;”
that it is He alone who 1s the Giver of all those DBlessings,
which we either door can enjoy ; how inconceivably mif-
erable must 'we apprehend that Man’s State who'by an ap-
parent Neglect of this great Duty of Prayer, does, as much_
as in him lies, withdraw his Dependence upon Heaven and
efuses the most gracious Offers of those manifold Bles-
sings which are in God’s Power alone to bestow ? All Tems
poral and Spiritual Mercies are entirely in his Hand 5 and
can you with any just Reason expect what you will not fo
much as pray for ? Nay, will not your neglect of praying
for them be locked upon as a tacit Refusal of them ? since
God, as has been already observed, has made your asking
in Prayer, an indespensible Condition of receiving : And
€an you possibly desire a Condition that is easier ? Nay, is
it not next too impossible but you must embrace it, especial=
ly when you duly consider the terrible Threats and- Denun-
ciations of God’s Fury against those that will not call upon
his Name 5 togesher with the most desireable Happiness of
those, who by a-constant, diligent, and pious Application
to Him in Prayer, have prevailed with him to prosper their
Yndeavoursy, and to. guide and direct them in all their
Ways. - . o
But there is yet another Consideration of great Weight,
to persuade to the constant Discharge . of this. Duty 3 and
that is, what will be the fatal Coufcquence of the Neglect
of it when you come to answer in another World, for all
the Omissions of your Duty in' this : The Terrors that
will then sicze upon you will be so very great, that you
will most passionately wish, when, alas | it is too late, that
you had been zealous and careful in your Duty. Then you
“will find gl1at no Excuses of any frivolous Nature will avail

* Deut. xxviii, 20. 4+ Ver. n
} Acts xvil. 28, § James i 17,
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you 3 When the several Members of your Families will* all
unammously testify your neglect,and bring you into unavoi-
dable_condemnation. Let thlS Consideration therefore have
" its due Effect upon your Hearts, whilst it may be scrviccas
- ble to you, by brmgmg you to a due Sense, and, as the
happy Consequence of that, to a eonstant Practice of this
Buty 5 and by that Means enable. you ali to answer for
- your several chargcs here with ™ Joy, and not with Grief.
And th;t there may be nothing wanting for your Encourage .
meént in this blessed Work, you will-find Forms of Morning
and Evening Prayer added to this' Exlortation; which 1
eamestly beseach you to make use of in your Fal‘mh(_s, and
that out of a due Regard to the Favour and blessing of God
here, and the happmess of your - immortal Souls hereafter ;
which, that you may happxly obtam, is the fervent Peiia

tion of,
Your affectionate Ficnd, 65’:.,'

ON FORMS OF PRA,YL;R,
AND THE
E‘{CELLF\ICE OF THE LITURGY.

[FROM MR. RICHARD HOOKER.}

‘OF all helps for the due performance of Public Prayer,
the greatest is that very set and standing order itself,
which framed with common advice, hath both for matter
and form prescribed whatsoever is hercin pubhcly done.,
Mo doubts, from} God it hath: proceded, and by us it must
be acknowledged a work of singular care and providence,
that the Church hath evermore held a presteript form of
Common Prayer, although not in all things every where the
same, yet for the most part retammg still the sume analogy, so
that if the Liturgics of all ancient Churches thioughout the
world be compared amongst themselves it may be easily
perceived they had all one original mould, and that - the
- public Prayer of the people of God in Churches thoroughly
settled, did never use to be voluntary dxc..atCa, procccdmg
from any man’s extemporal wit.

No iman hath hitherto bccn so impious. as plainly and di< -
rectly to condemn prayer. The best stratagem that Satan
Lath, who knoweth his kingdom to be no one way more -
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shaken than by the public devout prayers-of Ged’s Church:
is by traducing the form and manner of them to bring them
into contempt, and so to shake the force of all men’s devo-
tion towards them. From this, and from no other forge,
hath proceeded a strange conceit, that to serve God with
any set form of Common Prayer is superstitious. As
though God himself did not frame to his Priests the very:
speech wherewith they were charged to bless the people ;
or as if our Lord, even of Purpose to prevent this fancy of
- extemporal and voluntary prayers had not left us of his own
framing one which might both remain as a part of the
Church Liturgy, and serve asa pattern whereby to frame
all other prayers with efficacy yet without superfluity of
words.

AT

[Frorﬁ Bishop Kings Discourse concerning the Inwentions of
 Men in the ,lVors/JipofGaa’.]'

- I think it is certain, that our Saviour and his apostles
prayed by a form ; for they joined in the worship of the
temple and synagogues, which consisted in psalms, as I have
already shewn, and in some certain forms of prayers added
to them, and constantly used iu their daily service, as we
learn from those that give an account of the Jewish worship
at that time.* Now our Saviour and  his apostles being
frequently present at their service, both in the templesand
synagogues, tis manifest they approved the manner of ad-
dressing themselves to God n a set form of words. But
our Saviour has put this matter out of all dispute with impar-
tial men, by prescribing a form to his disciples, when they
desired him to teach them to pray as John taught his disciples.
For we find his way of teaching them was by direcing them
to wait for the impulses of the Spirit, and immediate inspi~
ration from God, of what they were to offer up to him
We do not find him saying, . When ye pray, speak what
shall then come into your minds,. or what shall be given
you in that hour, without taking thought about what they
should say ; as he did in another case, that is, when they
should be brought before governors and kings. for his sake,’
Mat. x. 19. Butin addressing themfelves to God, he pre-

* Much to this purpose might be urged.out. 6f the Rabbigs ; but the
author thinks it fit to confine himself to scripture; ~ .
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gcribed theg a form of words, and commanded them to use
it, Luke x1. 2. And he said unto them, When Y& Pray,
say, Our Tather which art in hcaven, &ci Here is anex-
press command of. Christ to his disciples, to use these words
when they prey, Our F’lt}ur, &¢.—a command for the use
of a form, so phm, that it is 1mposs‘blc to express it m clear-
€r terms.

‘No worshlp is acceptable to God, fiat is not: offered to
him in spirit and tguth, John iv. 24, and therefore the
scripture recommends 10 us prayersin and by the Spirit;
but that praying with the Spirit, doth not signify e).trmpo-'
rary, unpremedizted prayers, or cxclude forms; will ap-
puar from » Cor. xiv. 15 "I will pray with the Spirit, I
will sing with the S, isit, I will sing with the understanding
also. Here we find smgmgthh the Spirit, as wellas praying
-with it ; acd whosoever sings otherwise, doth not worship -
Geod as he ought ; but though we are obhged to sing with
the Spirit, yet we must and onvht tosing in the congrega-
tion, with'a set form of words, and therefore for the same
reason, though we pray with the Spirit, we may pray by,
a sct and prcparcd form of words: The most spiritual
songs consist of a set form of imposed words, and so may
the most _spiritual prayers. Praying therefore with the
Spirit in this place, 1s sq far from ‘meaning, or bemg an ars
g »ment for the’use of’ extemporary unpremidated prayers,

~that it is rather an argument against them : For either . we
‘are obhged by it to sing’. to God in extemporary’ hymns,
Or'ws are uot obhged to pray to him in extemporary pray~
ers ; since it is unreasomable to interpret singing with

he Spirit, in one sense, and praymg with the Spirit ina
connary )

"Iis very observable that even those who composed ‘their
prayers and hymns by immediate inspiration did not gen-
erally offer them to God 'in the congregation till they. had
first reduced them- into a form.  Thug David first penned
hls psalms, and then delivéred them to be sung, 1 Chron.’

. 7. and ’tis probable the prophets, 1 ‘Cor. xiv. 26, did

,tne same, for they are supposed, every one to have a psalm,’
a doctrine, 2 tongue, a revelation, &e. that is, to have them

ready, and reduced into form for the use ‘of the church’

when they came stogether.  That this is the meanmg of’

having a psalm, &c. in this place, will appear very probas,

ble, not only from the words, which natur ally import

shis; and can hardly be otherwise- mtcxpu,tu but like-
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ixiewxc(’ fram the apostles making a diffzrence between
what these prophets had prepared, and what was revealed
immediately at the time of their ‘being togcther, verse 30.
If any thing be revcaled to another that sitteth by, let the
first hold his peace. W hich shews that these’ psalms,
&ec. were to give place to such as were immediately ‘inspir-
ed : So far'were these xnsrzr“d men frem Lountmancmg
an exlcmvormr,, unyremediated wqy of serving God,

except where there was an immediate revelation for it.
Inasmuch as God has not expressly forbidden all extempo-
rary prayers, I would not be understood by this to con-
demn ali such as unlaw ful. There may be some men,

(though not very many,) sble to express themselves SIgmﬁ-
cant‘y and deccntlv CXEErnpore 5 and there are somes oc-
casions that require’it even in pul blic 3 and on these oc-
casions, when 2 man hi:s not time allowed him to roduce
his desires into form before he offers them, he may dejend
on the assistance of God’s SPIHC as we may in all other
Cu8es 01 necessit ty, or at least hope for paldon of course’
to our infirmaties: - But to dupc’nd on that };u‘:t, and
neglect the means ()od has gwcn us to provide ourselves,
looks so like temptmg Inm, that we onght carcfully to a-
voidit. Good men who make a conscience of secret pray-
er to God, and have grown upina constant ¢ wcnatge of
this du ity, do by dLngES fall into 4 form cven with them-
selves 3 for how much seever their prayers were ¢xtems-
’pore at first, yet havi ‘1g continual occasion of praymor t
God for the sume things, they find in time that there ig
but one best way of exg oressing the same thmgs H which
mecess'm]y leads to a form. '

The doctrine, of the untawfulness of praying by forms,
is no sych mdlffmmt thing, that we may safely indulge
men 1in their cwn sense about it j since it is very apt to
puff them up, and make them takc filse measures in judg~-
ing of their own condition and of the "influeiice of God’s
spult upon t]cm.

‘We knew that all good men Iave 1116 spirit of God,
and are‘"mfled and inflaenced by it in the whole tenor of
their Tives ;3 we make no doubt but they are assisted by
Him in their g prayers, but no less in forgiving an injury, or’

reststing a temptation 3 and his influence on a good man’s
faind is rather greater and more sensible in these and oth-
er acts.of religinn thanin pray-r. Jove, Jny, peace, ]onfr-
a,uﬂ'eup gen loness, goodness,, faith, meekness, tx,mpclﬁ
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ance, are the frn iits of the spirit, Gal. v. 22. And itis prin-
vcx}ally by these we ')ught to conclude that we lave that
Bpirit. But the opxmon of the unlawfulaees of forms of
prayer, on a pcrsuatlon that the spirit of God emble every
child of God to conceive with the heart, and éxpress with
the mouth suitable desires, entif fles cvexy one fo God’s
cpmt in some measure, that is able to éxpress himself in
apt and fluent words, through without the other graces of
the épirit, and exposes every one to despair, that is not ablé
{o do this, as looking on himself to be destitite of the
‘spirit, thonh otherwise meek, hum ble, and chatit.: Ble, and
endowed with such graces-as are rﬂuch more certain 31gns
of his" peesance, Nay, so far dre many deluded Wy this
oplmon, that they judge shlves ot other clildren ¢f
God, and in his_ favour, & ordmcr 2s they are more or
l.ss endowed with this ortft, withiout respect to . cther quala
ifcations.  And I date appeal to yoursclies, whether
some very immoral perscns gilty «f gross and  scan-
dalous crimes, have not been eminént for this gift’ of pray<
er ! And whether such persons are not apt to flatter
themselves that they are the children of God, and endow-
¢4 with his spirit, notwithstanding. all thcxr wickedness ?
‘And it is impossible either to convince these persons ef
their mistake, or to comfort poor ignorant people; dejected
only for want of this gift, whilst thcy are posscsscd with
tais opinion cf the unlawfulness of forms. .

‘Which opinion ought not to be countenanced.or indu]gcd
as an indifferent thing because it has been a great hindrance
to s:cret devotion : every Christian ought at least twice a
day to address himself to God in sec1ct prayer ;3 but 2
great part of the world cannot do it without.a’ form 3 chil
dren and ignorant persons are at. a less for wosds, and
even other prople are often not able to “find' them readxiy,
especially when wearied, dull, or mdxsposed as is sometimes
the condition of the best: Chnstxans 3 this mikes secret
prayer, at least a constant regular course of it, unecasy to
most that are absolutely against all use of forms, and it oc-
casions too many to neglect it, which othevwise would not:
And as for children and ignorant people amongst those

,Jef this pErsuauonJ Iam well assured many of them never
bow their knees in secret to God ; and . several of those
that are grown up are forced to spcak aloud, or jcannot

‘ pray at alf which is against the nature of secret prayes ;
and exposcs not on’y the persons that use it to the censure
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of hypocrisy, but the duty to contempt. "Tis on -this. acs
count that the pious custom of training up young people
toa constant course of devotion, in their moraing and
evening secret prayers, is toc universally laid aside among
you, as I have found by experience, and - for, the truth of
the observation I dare appeal to all of the dissenters. On
the contrary, I am well assured thot there cannot be a
more effectual or easy method to vevive and continue this
regular and constant use of secret prayers, than to oblige
every one to some certain forms every morning and eve-
ning, which they may not omit, whatever other prayers
they use 3 But this can never be done whilst the opinion
of the unlawfulaess of forms prevails ; and therefore all
good people are -obliged to oppose it, as they would re-
trieve the constant use of sccvet prayers ; which sliews
that this is no indifferent maiter as the objection would
suggest, but of great weight, and fit to be " contended for,

£ S s

[FROM BISHOP NEWTON.]

¢ A precomposed form of prayer—is so far from obstruet-
ing or quenching our devotion, as is pretended, that it
yather assists and inflames it 3 the matter and the words
are both prepared to our handsy we kiow before what
is to follow that we may lawfully join in it; and ne
other attention is required but to raise our affections.
And let meask, is not the spirit- of the congregation ‘e~
qually stinted, whether the Minister pray in an extempo-
rary, or in a composed regular form 7 And which is the
more fit and proper for the people to receive, a form of
prayer from the wisdor and authority of the whole
Charch, or to depend vpon-the discretion of every single
Minister

"¢ But a precomposed form of prayer is'nst only liable to
no just objection, but hath’ besides séveral advantages to
retommend it. It is more for the honor 'of Almighty God,
expresses more reverence and devotion, preserves greater -
propriety and decency of language—It i1s likewise more
for the edification of men, as well as for the honor of
God. For who can question which is likely to be most
instructfiv.e and edifying, hasty conceptions or studied
compositions ;”  the productions ¢f an individual, ¢ or
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the wisdomof the chuarch prepared and digested into form
and order ? It is better not only for the people, but for

the Ministers too ;  foras it prevents any vain: ostentation

of their talents in the more Jéarned, so'it supplies the mare
ignorant with what perhqps they could ‘ill compose of
thcmsJVcs —Moreover, it bcttcr eftablifhes and secures the
unity of fzith and wmshlp ; hinders the. heterodox from
mfuamg their particular  ‘nétions in - their prayers,
which 1s perh"\ps the most artful and plausible way of infu.
sing them ; ‘reduces ‘ail the (Churches to an uniformity,
prevents any disagréement -or contradiction in their pe-
titions, and mstructs them, as they w mshlp m(, same God,
to worship him with the sanie mind and voice,”

ON THE EXCELLENCE GF THE LITURGY.
[FROM BISHOP NEWTON[]

¢ Itis a great excelle"lce of our setvice to have so many
short distinct petitions.  They are thus rendered more
fit and easy- to be remembered and rcpe‘lted Our Lit-
urgy in this respect may be compared to a string of pearis,
every ofie. valuable, "but altogether almost 1aestimable.
If the whole was disposed in one continued prayer, t.,oug}
it should net e tedious, yet it would keep our minds upon
‘the stretch 400 long together ; whereas, these breaks and
pauses give relief, our souls recover breath as it - wexe, and
we return to worship again with new spirit and v1gor.

« ‘The variety of our service is another excellence In the
composition of it, and countributes much to the keepinf*
up of our attention and devotion. A sameness in any'
thing soon satiates and wearies us and it is as difficult to
keep the mind' as it is the body long in one- posture.
But by the beautiful intermixture of prayer and, praise, of
supplication and thankgiving, of corfession and absolutlon‘ ,
of hymns and creeds, of psalms and lessons, our weari-
niess is relieved, our attentiot is renewed, and we are led
on agrecably from one subject to another. the frame
of our thurgy is somewhat like the frame of the world ;
it is order in variety, and though all the parts are dm\,r-
ent, yet the whole 1s consistent and rugular.

¢ What renders it yet more excellent is its’ compre-
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hensiveness,—There is nothing that relates - either to our.
sclves or others, nothing that' concerns 'vs .either’ as men
or members of society, nothing that. conduces. to our
happiness in this world or in_the world to come, but is
comprehended in some or other of the. pcmig!}s-jt is
easy, while the Ministeris readicg it, to appropriate and
apply.any passages to ourselves and ouyr own'case. A
great deal is expressed, but more, is implied 5 and our
devotions in o1 clusets and in ovr, families, we' cannot
better perhaps express than'in the words of our Liturgy;
itis so suited to all ranks and coudijtions, and adapted to
all wants and cccasions.” ‘ . . i

« The congregation have particular feason to be. pleas.
ed, as they have a larger share in our service than in any
other whatever - and the Minister and- pecple mutually
raise and inflame each others devotion. It is a singular
privilege, therefore, that our people enjoy,. of bearing so
large a part in our service ;3 and it is this that properly
denominates ours, what really none else 1s, a Book of
Common Prayes.” ' ‘

¢In a word, our Liturgy is'in every respect- excellently
contrived and fitted - to promote- true. devotion. The
Ianguage is so plain as to be- level - to the capacities of the
meanest, and yet the sense is so noble as . to raise the con-
ceptions of the greatest  The manner too in which our
service is performed is worthy of the matter 3 our vests
ments are suitable and becoming and the very emblem
of holiness, for as St. John szith ¢ the fine linen clean
and white is the righteousness of the saints ;” our cere-
monies neither too many, nor too few, such as may excite
and cherish, and not such as may distract and dissipate
our devotion, All things are done, as the Apostle would
have them done, ¢ decently and in order ;7 and if our
piety is not eminent and conspicuous in proportion to our
advantages, itis because we are wanting to ourselves,
not because our church hath been wanting in making prop--
er provision for us.” * o ‘

* Tt has been uniformly observed by me that when persons not edu-
cated in our £hurch have conformed to her service, and have joingd in
its performance, they have soon become sensible of the. advantages” of a
Litnrgy and that in proportion to the good use they have made of it
their partiality to it has'increased.  And those only -who- piously join
in the use of it can be acquainted with its excellence’ and with the ad.
vantages of our system of Worship., . Tur EpiTox,
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ON ¢ur Durr or Kwrerine purinG THE Poz-
FORMANCE OF PRAYER.

' The late excellent Bishop of London, Dr Pe rteous, in
a letter which he addressed in May,. 1804, to the clcrgy
of his diocese, thus enforces the duty of kneeling.—

¢ For many years past 1 huve. observed with extreme
coneern, in different churches and chapels both in the
metropolis and in various parts of the country where 1
happened to be present, a practice prevailing (and evi-
dentlygammg gxound evcry day) of a considerable part:
of the congregation sitting dvring those pwrtq of - divine
worship ‘where the rubric expressly enjoins every one to
kneel. - It may be thought, perhaps, that the posture of
body. in. offering up, our prayers, is'a circumstance too
ttival to deserve such serious notice as this, Bat can any
thing be trivial th.t relates to' the Almlghty governor of

th- universe ? . Does not every one know too, that the

.mind and the body mutually act upon and 1nﬁus,nce each

other ; and thata neghgent attitude of the one will na=
turally produce mdlﬂ'cr -née and mattentxon in thé oth-
er 7 Look only at the general deportment of those W‘Eo‘
sir at their devotions, (withéut being compelled to it by’

“mecessity) and then say whether this remark is not founded”

in truth and in fact.—T shall be told; perhaps, that there
are some denuminations of christians that siand, and cth=
ers that sit at their devotions. It is very true, and they:
must be left to judge for thémselves :  but my concern
at present is with members of the Church.—Our Church
in her admirable form of publx" prayer, allows, in differ-
ent parts of the service, the different postures both of
standing and sitting 5 which with her usual wisdom and"
discretion she adapts to the respective circumstances. of
those particular parts. But where the qoletnmty and ime
portance of our supplications require it, there she posi-
tively enjoms the - posture of kneeling 5 "and to disobey
that injunction, is unquestionably an offence against the:
discipline and usage .of that venerable' Church’ to whxch
we have the happiness to belong.”

« It is also contrary to the practice of the best ‘and
greatest, and. wisest men, both before the promulgfmon
of the 'gospel and after it:—The exhortation of King
David'in the g5th Psalm, ‘which we have adopted into
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our liturgy, is, ¢ O come let us fall dovm and  wership
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.,”s Vifhen Solomon

dedicated his magnificent temple to God, he kneeled-
‘down upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel,
and epread forth his hands towards Heaven, while hc
pouted forth one of the most sublime and affecting pray-
ers that ever fell from the lips of 2 man. It wasthe cuss
tom of the prophet Daniel to knees upon his knees. three
times a day, and pray and give thanks unto his God.
‘Our Savicur himsclf in his last agony, knceled down and
prayed 3 St. Stephen in his last moments kneeled down
and nrayed for his myurderers’; and St.” Paul, when he
took his last solemn leave of his hrethern, knﬂe}cd down
even on the sea shore, and offered up hxs petitions to.
heaven for their evellastmg welfare.” ,
« After these injunctions of the Church and these
C\amples from scripture, no one I think, who calls him-
fa chmtam, and a member of the Church will (unless
prﬁwnt\d by illness or mﬁrr’uty) refuse to kneel down
before the Lord his Maker.” But'if you perceive any part
of your congregation, habitually neplcctmg so to do, ¥
mu, request you to represent to them in “forcible terms,l
the great impropriety and indecency ‘of such a practice.”
It is very possible that they may have fallen into it from
merg thoughtlessness and inattention, and considered it
as a matter of very little xmportance ; but ,you will, Thope,
endeavor to convince them that it is in realxty a very se-
tious offence anamst the MaJesty(f Heaven, and the de-
corum and solemmty of public worship. It is evxdemly
inconsistent with that profound reverence which is due
to the great Creator of the universe, and that deep hu-
mility and contrition which become such wretched sin’
nexs as WC all are, in a greatgr or less degree, in the sxght
of God.” It strxkes, in short in my appmhenmon, at the
very root of all true devotion; and ought therefore to
be vigorously resisted ‘before it has gained too much
strength to be subdued.,  If it is not, if it is suffered to go
on w1thout control, there xs ‘too much reason to ‘appre-
hend, from the progress it has made within these few
years, that it willin a few years more become an universal
practice, and that you will see the whole. of your congre=
gation sitting during evexy part of divine servige.”
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THREE CANGNSOF THE‘ CHURCH ENIO!NING
ATTENTION TO D’;{,VI_NE SERVICE. -

CanoN 1603, L James 1.

The ¢hoice of Sidemen, and 1heir Joint Oﬁcg with

Chur c/.vwardm;.

“The Churchwardens or Questmen of every Parish, and
two or three or more discrect persons in every Parish tq
be chosen for Sidemen or Assistants, by the Minister and
Purishioners, if they can'agree (otherwise to be appointed.
by the ordjnary of the Dlocege) shall diligently see that.
all the Parishioners duly, resort to the Church - upon  all
Sundays and Holy-days, and there continue the whole
time of Divine-service ; ; and none to walk or to stand idle -
or talking in the Church, orin the Church yard, or thc
Church-porch during. th'lt time: and all such as shall
bg found sluck or neghgcnt in resorting to the Church
(having no great or urgent cause of absence) they shall
earnestly call upon them :. and after due monition (nf
thcy amend not) they- shall prwent them to the Ordmary
of the place.

e ] e O S R
CANON 1603, 1. JAMES 1.

A Reverence -and gttention to be wsed within the
Clhurchy in time of Divine Scrvice.

Tn the time of: Divine Service, and of every part there-
of, all due reverence is to be used ; foritis accordmg ta
the Apostle’s Rule, ¢¢ Let all things be done decently, and
aecording to order.” Answerable to which Decency
and Order, we judge these our directions followmg No
man shall cover his head in the Church or Chapel, in time
of Divine Service except he have some Infirmity, in
which case, let him wear a Night-cap or caif.  All manner,
of persons then present, shall reverently kncel upon their -
knees when the general Confession, Litany and other
prayers are rcad ; and shall stand up at the sa)mg of
the Belief, accordmg tothe rules in that behalf prescribed
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in the"Book of Common Prayer: " And likewise when’
in time of Divine Service the Lord Jesusshall be mention-
ed; due and lowly Reverence shall be done ‘by‘al per-
sons ‘present, as it hath been accustomed ; testxfymg by.
these outward ceremonies and’ Gcstures, their inward
Humlhty, Christian Resolution, and due acknowledge-
ment that the Lord Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of the’
World, in whom alone all the Mercies, graces, and.
Promises of God to Mankind, for this life and the life to
come, are fully and wholly compused None, either ‘Mar,
Woman, or child of what calling soever, shall be other<:
wise at such times busied in the CI urch than ‘in cuiet ate
tendance to hear, mark and understand  thot “which is
read, Preached or Ministered 3 saying in ‘their dus places,
audibly with the Minister, the Confessxon, the Lords pray-
er, and the Creed; and making such other answersito’
the Public prayers, as are appointed in the Book of €Com-
mon Prayer: Neither shall they disturb the Servxce or
Sermon by walking, or talking, or any other way nbr de-
‘part out of the Church duting the time of Service 'or
Sermon, without some urgent or reasonable cause.

Loitirers not to be suffered near the Church in time
of Divine Service.

The Church-wardens or Questmen, and their Assis-
tants, shall not suffer any idle Persons to abide either
in the Church-yard or the Church Porch during the time of
divine service or Preaching 3 but shall cause them eithér to
come in, or to depart. t

ST

Meditations and Ejacularions to be used on going
to Churob.

[FROM DR. WARREN'S SLLF EXAMINANT.]}

As you go to Church, meditate that you are now go-
ing to the Courts of the Lord, and to converse with the
Great God by Prayer, and to hear his MaJesLy speak ta -
you by his Word, and to receive his Blessing on your
Soul and Body, and the honest Labour of ‘the Week
following,:



- Corisider also what anmvaluabie Felicity it is for you
, to have these excellent Opportunities of Religion afforded
-you to repent in, when' others have been cut off suddenly,

. and by an untunely Stroke of Death

Consider again, that it will not be. long before you be
called to give an Account how: you have spent.your pres
cious Time 3 whether you have served God duly; and
as you ought to have done. O how will you wish then
‘that you had spent your ‘Time better, that every- one’ of
‘your Prayers t> God had seen a "Thousand, and that your

whele Time and Pains had beexi laid out _upon  Religious
Duties ?

© You may consider agiin, how happy you arc to be ; in
Health and Strength, and c1paole of serving God, -when
your poor Neighbonr lies <ick on his Bed, and wants ‘his
Limbs, or his bunses, and is not c&pabic of using thcsc
blessed opportunities.

Say then with thyself by the vmy, with holy Dawd as
the Hart bma/etl for the Rivers of Waters, so panteh
my Soul after thee, O God : 'My Soul thirsteth for .God,
reven for the Li. {kw God ; when shall I come and appear
before the Pres;nce of God? .For a Day in"his Courts
is better than a Thousand -elsewhere. I had rather be a
Doorkeeper in the House of my God, than to dwell-in
the Tabernacle of W ickedness : Ther:-fore I will come
into thy House in the Multitude of thy Mercies, and in

_ thy fear will [ worshxl) towards thine holy Temple.
Wlhen you conie into the Church-Yard, then consxdur,
" Here lies such a dear Friend of mine. Time was when
he was as healthful as myself, but now he is dead and
gone,and I must shortly follow. This should. put iuto
your Mind a great many pious Thoughts of your own
Death, ot judgement and of Eternity, the consequences of
Death ; and should make you. pray with the Psalmist,
Teach me, O Lord, to numb.r my Days, and to apply
my Heart unto Wisdom.

When ‘you enter into the Church, it is fime to recoum:t
the Preacher’s Advice, Becles. v. 1. 2. Keep thy Foor
when thou goest to the House - of God, and be more, ready
to hear, than to give the Sacrifice of F ools ; for they con -
sider not that tluy do evil.

Be not rash with thy mou'h, and let not thme Fleart
be hasty to utterany thing bofore Ced; for God is. in

Heaven;and thiou upon Earth, .herbkore let thy Words
be few.
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An Extract Srom the Wrore Doty or Maw, shew.
ing, that it is in cvery man's power to take that
“care.of bis Soul which he Gospel requires.

The great plea; that men do generally malfc for 'the
wickedness ot carelessness of their Jives, ‘is this; ¢ It
really 15 not in their power to live 1p to stch a state of
holiness and virtue, as the law of God obliges them to:
grace isin them too weak, and their natural corruptions
too strong, for their ever being in a capacity, without more
asswtance from God, to hvc strict ahd religious lives
conversion s the work of God, and cannot be wrought
by a man’sself 5 and tLercfom till God ‘shall please to
come upon them with =n irresistable power of his holy
_spirit, they must be contented to live as they do;  may,
they must unavoidally live so.”  Now itis readily granted,
that without Goed’s grace no man can do any rlmw 3 and
we grant likewise, tuat it is verv probable their c1rgum-'
stances may be such, that it is nof morally possible, unless
they had greater strength and more grace than they have
on a &Mdcnto]n' as they cughtto dgry for thewr bad
principles are really more powertul than their good ones 5
"but yetin the mean time, we must needs tell them, that.
they are not mere stocks and stenes.  Hew much reason
socvey they liave to complain of the infirmity or degene-
racy of their naturts,vetsonu‘thlngstbﬁj’-“n do to“wrus
the bettering of them : for instance, though they cannot
on a sudden conquer the inward bent and inclinztion of
their minds so as to hate all sin, and to delight in virtue;
yettheylﬂustncedsccnﬁﬁsthatthey have a power over
their ovtward actions : they can as well direct their feet
toward the church, as to the Licuss of gaming, or drinking
or lewdness ; their eyes will serve them as well to leok
upon a bille, or a serious discourse about religion, as to
read a scurrijous ind a ' profane beok : it is as much in
thelr power to yield their eurs to the reasonable advice of
their sober fricnds; as to the mad harr'mqucs of the dissoe
Jute company thc) keep. - These  things tlny must needs
acknowled 'retlcy can do, if they w:ll nay, and taey"
can do more than this 3 for (if they please) they may give .
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themselves time to consider and think of what they read
or what is said to them, or what theit .own experience or
obiservation of things will suggest to their minds; and
they can further (if they please) add 1o their considerztion,
their prayers to almighty God to direct them. to assist
them, to str\.ngthen them, and though it is certzin
that all this without God's especial grace will riot be effec-
tual for their regeneration and conversion 5 yet, if they
will but do as mich as this comes to, we can’ assuze them,
that in time they shall have this especial grace, which
‘they now want. [n the same proportion that they use and
employ those gifts and powers, which they at present
have, God will increase and enlarge them. And the
truth of all this is confirmed to u+ by that memorable say-
ing of our Saviour, which we find in his mouth
at several timies and upon several occ sions i To
him that hath, to him shall be given, and he sh-ll have
an abundance ; but {rom himi that hath not, shall be taken a-
way that which he hath. Let it then, above all things,
be our great and constant endeavour to make him our
friend, who is the best of beings, the sovereign good- and
haospiness of all his creatures, and the fountain and foun-
dation of all our comforts and enjoyments in this life, and
of all our hopes and expectations in that which is:to come.
Let us m.ke religion the great business of our livesy and
while we have time and opportunity, let ‘us prepare our-
iselves by a life of virtue and rightecousness, for that great
account which we must one day give. Let not the pleas-
ures-and vanities of this world, which. will shortly have
an end, make us wamindful of the great and momentcous
concers of eternity.  There shall inno wise enter into
that holy place any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abmonition, or maketh a lie 5 but they which
are written in the Lamb’s book™ of life.  And those only
are the good and virtuous, who have kept themselves
from the polutions of this wicked world, and have led a
life of piety and renewed obedience towards God, and of
love and charxty toward their neighbours,
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Eutracts from  Mr. Nerson’s Practice of True
Lewotion,

ON FERVENCY OF SPIRIT,

N

¢ BE FERVENT IN SPIRIT.”

14

In order to thiz purpose, I shall offer to you some eon-
siderations, which [ beg you to make trial of, as necessary
means to keep this hot ly fire bright in your minds.

I The Lxercise of God’s presence.  When a Soldier
engages his enemy in the presence of his Prince, he fights-
with greater courage and bravery.  When a chiistian
prays, converses, or follows his calling, with an actual
sense that God sees him, and is privy to all his thoughts,
it is impossible he should be neghgent or unconcerned.
No ; the sense of God’s all-seeing eye animates him with
care and diligence, and with this prospect he endeavours
to do every thing that may please him best. If you would
be sccure of 2 general and effectual me:ns to pray with
dcvotlon, to converse with reserve, to follow your profes .
sion with dxhgence, and to govern your passions, and to
resist the temptations that assault you; remember always
that God is present with you; endeavour to preserve
the sense of it upon your mind, and accustom yourself to
~the exercise of it.  And if, when you have amy occasion-
offer.d of practising any virtue, or mortxfymg any passwn,
you bave not a sense of God’s presence upon your mind, im-
mediately reflect ucon it and place God befere you, and
you will quickly experience that fervour of spmt, and that -
readiness of mind, to serve God upon all occasions, which
is so tmportant in cur spiritual life,

II. In the ordimry actions of your life, and in. the
occasions of practising any virtue, or avo1dmg any sin 5 1.
"Consider what God requires from you. ‘Promise to -
perform it 3. . Put your resolution mto execution
without delay. Now: all this may be done almost in a

moment of time, and you must immediately, without put-
ting off, sct about this practice. First then, I recommend
to you to consider in all your actions, and in those occa
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-sions I have mentioned, what it js God requires from- you,.
and what is most pleasing in hjs sight, Alas | how much are

you to blame when you act with rashness and plec'ipita-;;
tion 5 when you pass hours and whole days in different’
actlons, which succeed one anocther, without consxdermgr
what it is God requires from, you, without consulting his,
will and pleasure, in order that the action, and the man-
ner of it, may be such as shall approve of P Let the exam-
ple ofholy David prevail upon you for the future, to ‘sct
the Lord always before yon.  From time to time lift up
your heart to him, whose eyes run to and fro. throughout
all the earth ; and say to him, Lord “what wouldst thou’
have me to' do ? - Spesk Lord for thy. servant heareth
In the second place, having thoroughly understood your
duty, and the manner of performing it ; th:\t upon such
an occasion patience pught to be exercised ; that we ought
not to fix our eyes upon’ such an object ; and that we-
oughs always to pray with reverence and attention, &ec.
Upon such convictions, we ought immediately to resolve
to practice what appears to us mo-t acceptable to God.

And then, in the third place, we must, without delay, put,
in ~xecution what we have resolved. O! how impor-
tant is this advice ! Do not rest in the bare knowledge of
your duty ; do not satisfy yourself with some faint reso-
lutions of Practising it; but without losing any farther
time, perform what you have promlscd and practice what
you haye resolved.

If it is an opportunity of doing any good, this opportu-
nity wil! quickly pass through your hands 5 and if you do
not take care you will let it slip, and be apt to say, as ma-
ny other negligent christians do, I will do this good upon an-
other occasion.” But alas |- we ought not after this mana-rto,
abuse the grace of God. and to squander away those op-
portunities he gives us for our 1mpr0vement The pro~’
verb says, We must strike the iron while it is hot, and take
time by the forelock.

You are well acquainsed with your duty in this particu
lar, and you are engaged to perform it; why then alas!
do you defer it 7 This oppor:unity will never come again
and time slides away ; your good - inclinations may “de-
crease, and your zeal may abate; nay, the grace of
God may be withdrawn, if you do not make a present

¥s2 of it

If the occasion relates to any sin, it is still more dangez-
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ous, after knowitg it, and resolved to avoid it, to ‘stand®
still and do nothing  Tn such circumstances let no ‘time
be lost.  You have, it may be, entered upon a discourse
that reflects upon your neighbour ; break off imimediately.
You have resolved not to lock upen such an object™; do
not amuse yourself in thinking of it, ard dispute no long,
er with yourseif, whether you shall loock upon it or no.
And in the same manner put in execution the other
vesolves you have made. The longer y.u defer in such
cases, the greater danger and haza:d you run: for the
resolution being not at first put in practice, by degrees the:
strength of it declines 5 the chsrims ¢f the object appear
more tempting 3 the pleasure ef it begins to creep into your,
heart ; s that the temptation grows stronger, your ap-
petites re:el and your purposes stagger, and you are surprised
to find yourself In so little time upon the brink of ruin.
Now, wh nce does all this proceed 2 'Why purely from
deferring to practice your good resolutions, from delaying
immediztely to resist the temptarion that attacks you.” =~
HI. Religious M ditation, It is found true in expe-
rience, that they who apply themselves to this method are
most zcalous and fervent in the diccharge of their duty,
most faithful 1o God in the day of trial and temptation,
and most ready to embrace all opyortuities of doing good,
New whence does this proceed ». The truth is, their
minds being so frequently employed in meditating upon
divine subjucts, in considering the importance of everlasting’
salvation, the advantages of christian perfection, the folly
of sin, and the wisdom of being r¢ligious, these thoughts,
which they hive entertained themselves with, easily return
into their minds ; and they find their hearts more warm-
ed with the same fervers they experienced during their
exercice of devotion.  They then called to mind those
great truths which furmerly bave made so deep an impres-
sion in their Souls, which serve them as a bridle to restrain
them from evil, and as motives to animate them to everjf
thing that is good, and as a sovereign preservative against all
the attacks cf their spirirual enemies; which ought to
make you sensible of the great advantage of religious med-
itation, in crder to make you zealous in the service of God,
and to keep your minds firmly bent to please him to the
utmost of your power.
Farther ; if you would keep a lively sense of God upon your
minds, frequent the prayers of the churck, and rnevir pe-
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gl-ct the performance of them upen all occasions in your-
f mitly's accustom yourself to divine q‘.culdtmﬂs, or breathe
Ings towords deavea. All these instances of devotiom
-are s many hel ps o xcep the hely flame bright in your
minds, which ciherwise might decay, and by degrees g0
out : for you may wssure youtself, that it 15 very diffi-
cult amidst that yaricty of business and diversion which
happens during the day, to preserve that fervour and zeal
which pur morning meditations kindle in our souls. Some
forbidden pleasure will be apt tp steal into jour hearts 3 a
fit of :mgcr, or m}/ other passw‘l it is possxble, may mfﬂe
us; and the varicty of objects may di sipate and distract
‘our ‘minds, and'i 1mya1r thc v1gour of those resolutions: we/
- made in the morning.  We must therefore fecd this flame
and fortify it against thoge storms of the world it is always
exposed to 3 whlch -cannot - be better effected, than by
- embracing all opportumues of conversing with God by
nyur.
1t is with this prospect we should enter into the courts
of the Lord ; and our prayers should partake of the naturg
of fire, which should warm and kindle devotion in our
minds, and make us willi ling and zealous to ‘serve God to
the utmost of our povwr And then when we go out of
- God’s prusence, it w'll be with lower thoughts of all the
enjoyments of this life, and with 2 greater relish of piety
and holiness 2nd with more eager desires of being made
'such as he may love and approve of.  We shall then find
our coirage and resolution increase angd dcsn'f: nothing
more th an to be made perfect in love.
IV. Make frequent acts of momﬁcauon, of patience,
of h: mility, or any other virtue. It is possible that you
ay not be aware how this direction can tend to the -pre-
sPrvmg that forvour of mmd which is recommended : ~but
let me advisc you only to practice it, and then experience
will thorcughly convince you of the truth of it. The
great advantage of it is, that by thus corresy ponling to the
grace of God; you engage him to increase lus favours to-
wards you. wnereby you will become  still more disposed
to obey him in every thmg Bo:ides, these cors of virtue,
frequently repe ted from time to tire, quacken and awa-
ken'ou; benumbed mi inds, and animate them with fresh
vigour and  strength. The pains you take i “practising
these virtues, and the v1ct01y you get over yourself upon
‘these occasvox.s, pit you in mind of that God,’ whose,
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grace has enabled you ; and one victory gives You new
courage to undertake another, and thercby proceeds miatter
for fresh triumph.

The faithful and constant practice of these means, angd
a steadfﬁstpurpose of pursuing your perfection, will not
£ail of meeting with the desired success 3 for this férvour
of mind, this constant dlvpont.on uf soul to serve God to
the utmost of our power, consisis in constantly a)mmg at

cing perfect as God is perfect, and desiring above all
things to plea:e him.

Further ; Endeayoyr daily t- improve in all sorts of vir-
tue.  Menp whose minds are bent upon Heaven are always
advancmg in those paths that lead to it. "They are not con-
tent only to their duty, but strive continually to perferm’

it after g moxe perfect manner.  They catch at every op-
portunity « { doing good to the bodies and souls of men.
They are alwrvs upon their guasd, to keep their passlons
under governmunt, and are ready to obey all the inspirationg
of God’s holy spirjt, Their metiod must be thy imitation 3
for thy happinces will depend upon thy growing in grace,
upon thy improving in all christian virtues.

l"requently call te mind the certainty of dewth, and the
uncertzinty of that time we have to continue in  the world,
We oft n hear of some body or other that is taken off by
sudden death ; and that which befals one man teday, may
befal thee tomorrow. God, has, in great mercy to us,
made the hour of our death yncertain, that we might not
be tempted to abuse our time, but we might bc always
upon our guard, and rcady prepared whenever he should
summon us out of life. It 1s one of the great artifices of
the devil, to conceal from us this truth and to divert our
thoughts from it, and to insinuate, that; there 1s time enou;ah
before us to grow better, and amend our hves ; a great
point being gaingd, when he prevails upon usto defer our
ILPEH““ICL ; for though God bas promised to pardon those
that sincerely turn to hm, yet he has not laid himself ugn.-
d T any oblwatlon of leng gthening out our days till o=
mOfTOVV

There is no method more ¢ rtain to know. whether we
walk upright beFor God, than to consider whether we are
in such a L()HdlﬂOﬂ as to be ready to die whenever God

' thmks fit : - and the best way to clear this matter,is to re~
ﬁect whct 1er in our prescnt cucumstmceq, and in-the con-
sm.t ceurse oA olr dally actions, ueath would nos surpns‘
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a8 Now if we find 2 amy thing that would trouble us upoti
its approach 1tus guit it immediately, and do that now,
which upon such an otcasion we should wish to have done.
How exactly just would the tfadesman be in buying and
selling, if lie thought!ic would be the fast bargain he should
make ? How innodently and profitably would the gentle<
man converse, if he thought the present company the last
he sho 1d keep? How would thie divine prayand preach,
and administer the holly sacremem, if he were then to
take his leave for éver of the desk, the pulpit, the altar ?
and how would every one of them embrace an &portunity
of doing good: if they were sufe it would never be offered
to them again ? If once we governed all our actions by
this rule, death ¢ould néver surprise '4¢; but we might
die with as great secutify to our eternal state, in cur shops
and at our diversions, as i the ¢hurch or at the zalta¥,

ON/THE MEANS OF RELIGION.

I, Their usefulness. Thereis no attaining the end,
without the practice of those means that lead to it. A
man may as well pretend to be learned without study,
and rich without industry, as pious and virtuous without
observing that method God has enjoined for becoming so.
Besides, considering the weakness and impotency of our
nature; we are not of ourselves able to do any thing that is
'good ; there is a law. in our members warring agamst
the law of our iminds, and our sufficieucy is from God.
Now the means of religion are established, on purpose for
the conveyarnce of that gtace and assistance, which is neces-
sary to enable us to perforni our duty ; so that he whe
neglects the use of the means forfeits his share of that su-
pértatural stienigth, without which his nughbour will

rove ineffectual. The great happiness a christian aims at
in the next life, is the enjoyment of God, which a man
must be qualified for by a pious and virtuous disposition of .
mind in this life ; and in order to acquire this happy
frame and temper of soul, he nrust frequently pray to God
for bis grace tg effect it: he must take all otcasions of ap-
proaching the altar, that he may be nourished with all
goodness he must attentively read his word, that Le may
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be thorouﬁ \ly instricted i all the parucu]arn of kis duf,
&c. Never gor*‘:plam. that the distipline of religion'ic b r-
densome ; tVai the constas t*)ractlce of -the incans lays a
restraint vpon our liberty ;- 'if it were much wor. . so, the
necessity of them, in order to our happiness, should fnost’
influence a wie man, than any difficulty that attends them,
the great ad‘!«a*lhge‘ we feceive from thcm, should be suf-
ficient to oblige us to practlcc them. .

II. The abuse of them. Never deceive youraelf as
many 1gno.art chiristidhs are apt to do, who falge ly pew
suade thcmsdves that their salvation is secure, though theit,
lives are stained with manv scandalous vices, because they.
constamlv lwamce those means that are enjoified for the
workmg cut their salvation. They go to church, they
pray, they hear seimons, and receive the holy Saeremeut.
Stich an abuse will as certainly destroy thee, as it has al-
teady ruined many a thousand . Remember a;ways that
the goodness of the meaus must be estimated by their ser-
viceableness to the end they are never enjoiried for their

own sake, but in order to conduct us to the end proposed ;
so that he who rests in them, and allows himself at the
same time, in any khown iniquity, endeavours to impose
upon God, and betrays his own soul.

He that pretends to the erfcctlon of true piety withe
out the vse of means, is presumptuous ; and he that places
all rehglon in such performances, is weak and foolish.
We miist use the means bec:use God hias enjoined them,
and our own weakness has made them necessaty; and
at the same time we must carefully avoid every tb!ﬂg that
is evil.  And if we are so unfortunate, as upon any occa-
sions to transgress otr duty, we must not despair of the -
goodncss of God who, for the sake of our Saviours suffer-
ings, is ready to. receive us upon our sincere repentence, and
to enuble us by his grace'to resist the temptations for the
time to come,

-II-  The attention with which they ought to. be per-
formed. We must not only use the means prescribed but-
in such a way and manner, that they may become most ef-
fectual. They must have very odd notions of the . Deity,-
who think to please him by drawing nigh to him with their
lips, when their hearts are far from him. To multiply-
prayers and sacrements without attention; without minding-
what we are about, is mere lip labour, and looks as if we
thought God were to be reconciled to us by the number of
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okt prayers, more than by the dispositions of those that of-
ferthem. Besides, such sorts of devotion have as little ef-
fect upon otirselves, as they have upon God 3 it not be-
ing likely that we should take much pains to becoxre what
we ask to be made, whefi we never attend to what we ask.,
Exceicise therefore the means of grace with great serious-
ness, as in the presence of the great God of heaven and
carth ; and that he mdy be willing to grant. thy petitions,
attend to them thyself; let ‘them be offered with thy
heart, as well as thy mouth ;5 and then, as God will be
ready to bestow what thou desuest, so thou thyself wilt be
zcalows in all thy actions to obtain it

ON READING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

Thit the Yeading the holy scriptures may twra to yous
benefit and advantage

Read with a sincere desire of practising wbat you knowo
20 be the will of Gud. 'Lhe holy scriptures were not writ
Dnly to fill otr heads, but to warfn o@r hesrs ; not only
to give us a fight notion of God and ourselves, but to be
a rale and guide for the condict of our lives.  «He that
knows his Master’s wil), and does it not, shall be beaten
with many stripes.” This honést simplicity of heart, is the
good ground, where the divine instructions thrive and
prosper 3 and Christ has assured us himself, that «he that
doeth God’s will, shall know of the doctrine, whether it be
of God.” This sanctification Jof our wills and affections
fits and prepares us for. greater "degrees of divine illumina-
tion} ¢a good understanding have all they that do his com-
mandments.” This temper of mind answers the ends for
which the holy scriptures were designed ; for though it is
necessaty to know the way and manner of apoeasm the
wrath of God, upon wluch account, the gospel-is called the
“word o'freconciliation 57 yet except we conform ourselves
to the method préscribed, we shall never “partake of the vir-
tu¢ of the all-sufficient sacrifices.  We must sincerely pur-
pose to perform the condmons, if ever we expect to reap
the fruits and benefits of the gospel. God’s thr:atenings
should deter us from sin and his promises stir us up to ho-
ly obedience. The Jives recorded in scripture of God’s
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faithful servants should excite us to imitate their virtues §
and all his precepts should direct our lives. It is betternot
to have known the way of righteousness, than when we
have known it to neglect and despise it.. S
Beg  the assistance of God’s holy spirit. " It s to that
blessed spirit that we owe the scriptures themselves; for
holy men of God spake as they were inspired 5 and it must
be from the influence of the same spirit that they become.
effectual to our salvation. = It is his property to work upos
our hearts, whereby we perceive and know those things
which we ought to do ; and have power and strength faith..
fully to fulfil the same. This was David’s practice ; “Open
my eyes, O Lord, that I may see the wondrous things of
thy law.”  And if we ever design to read with profit we
must copy after so great an example ; and upon this occa-
sion we may very properly make use of that admjrable collect
of the church ; Blessed Lord who hast caused all holy scrip-
tures to be written for our learning, grant that I may in
such wise read them, mark, learnand inwardly digest them ;
that by patience and comfort of thy holy word I may em-
“brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting lifey
which thou hast given me inmy saviour Jesus Christ.” Amen:,
Read the scriptures with pariicilar attention. - Men
miserably impose upon “themselves when they think they.
have discharged their duty by reading so many chapters 3
when, alas | the main marter consists in such a comprehens -
sion of the sense of them as ‘may influence our lives and
dispose us to practice what is contained in them. We can
never receive any profit from any human writings, except
we keep our understandings close to the sense of themry
but to read the scriptures carelessly and negligently is dan-
gerous and sinful: To fix our attention, we must consider
who'it is that speaks to us, the great Majesty of hgaven and
earth ; and the importance of those things that are revealed,
which concern no-less than our eternal happiness or misery.
‘Were such thoughts thoroughly impressed upon our minds
it is impossible we should suffer them to wander upon oths
er objects. Such authority requires our particular regard 3 -
and matters of such great moment justly challenge the ut-
mgst intention of our souls.  If any earthly prince conde+
scends to discourse with us we affront his dignity by not lis-
tening to what he delivers; but how much greater an af-
front is it to God, to whom the greatest tliings bear so lit-
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tle proportion, to receive the words of his instruction after
“a careless and negligent manner ? ¢Pardon, O Lord, that
little regard that T have hitherto paid to the manifestation of
~thy will ; for the time to come I will attend with the great-
est seriousness to what thou deliverest. Speak, Loxd, for

“thy servant heareth,” ,
Apply whar you read to your soul.  The frequent calls to
epentance so often addressed by St. John Baptist, by our
Saviour himself and his apostles, to the generation to which
they preached, were intended to awaken us to sorrow and
shame for those sing we have committed, and to stir us up
to hate and forsake them: for except we repent, we shall cer-
tainly perish. It will little avail us to know that black cata-
logue of sins,.which St. Paul assures the Corinthians would
exclude them from the kingdom of God, except we secure
ourselves by care and diligence to avoid them ; for any of
those crimes indulged will as certainly shut heaven’s gate
against us as it did against them to whom that epistle is dedi-
cated. The promises and threatenings of the gospel equally
concern us as they did them to whom they were delivered 3
and therefore it is reasonable they should affect our hopes
and fears as they did ‘theirs,  To read scripture without
this application of it to the state of our own minds, is to
make it very insignificant to the great purposes for which

it was writ,

B

ON THE DANGER OF NEGLECTING TO RECEIVE
THE HOLY COMMUNION. ’

‘Wt must consider it not an indifferent thing wheéther or
no we approach the Lord’s table 3 and by abstaining, we in
vain think to secure ourselves. It is true when we do not
receive, we cannot draw upon ourselves the punishment of
unworthy receiving ; but then we run into another extreme,
which will be equally pernicious to us. To neglectand re-
fuse the advantages that are provided for us at God’s table 3
and to which we are so earnestly invited loudly. proclaims
our contempt of them: we declare our resolution to con-
tinue in our sins if we refuse an opportunity of precuring
our pardon : we are not much coucerned to do our dury

'
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when we avoid those occasions of improving ourstrength,
and receiving that grace, without which it is impossible to
performit. And can we continue in this neglect without
offending God, who has made it our duty ? Can we despise
his grace without increasing our guilt and provoking his
wrath and indignation against us 7 We expose our eternal
salvation by leaving undone the thipgs which he has com-
manded, as well as by doing those things he has forbidden.
¢Lord I will come to thy table, that I may declare how much
I value those good things that thou hast there provided for
me 3 and that I may avoid thag guilt which absence will cer-
tainly expose e to.”” : .

AN EXHORTATION TO FAMILY PRAYER.

By the Right Rev. Father in God, Epmins Gisson, b. . Lord Bishop of
o London.

PrAYER is the service which is due to alimighty God, the
creator and preserver of all things, from mankind, his crea-
tures, who depend upon him for the comferts and neces-
saries of body and soul. ‘This service is not only most rea<
sonable in itself, as itis an humble acknowledgment of God’s
dominion and sovercignty over us; but is in many places of
scripture expressly enjoined by Christ and his apostles, asa
necessary condition, a sure means of having our wants sup-
plied. Our Saviour (Matt. vii. 7.) makes our asking the on-
lv means of our receiving ; ““Ask, and it shall be given you
seek and ye shail find.”  And St. James expressly saith,
{James iv. 2 ) that “we have not, because we ask not 3 and
St. Paul’s precept is, (Phil. iv. 6.) that «“in every thing by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, we must let our -
requests be made known unto God.”

Now the reason why God requires us to prayto him for
his blessing and assistance, is not, that he wants to be in«
formed what our necescities are.  He understands them
much beiter than we do ourselves : as our Saviour says;
(Matt. vi. 8.) “God knoweth what things we have need of
before we ask him.” But the design of making prayer a
religious ordinance 5 and 6éf obliginig christians to ask, that
‘they may receive, is to preserve upon theic minds a constant
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-sense of their dependance upon God and of their manifold -
obligations to him ; that so these daily acknowledgments
-of ‘the divine power-and goodness may keep up in men a
-due fear and love of their Creator; and an habitual reve«
rence and obedience to him and his laws. .
Heuce appear the reasonableness and necessity of fervent
~prayer. God has no where promised to supply the daily
wants of .our souls and bodies, but upon our earnest prayer -
to him. 'The cares and pleasures of this world also are very
apt to make us forget the things of the next life, unless an
- heavenly temper -and a sense of God’s being and goodness,
be preserved upon our souls by the exercise of frequent
prayer, which is a conversing with God 5 and the nearest
communion we can have with him as Jong as we continue
-in this world. o ‘
The apostle commands us (1 Thess. v. 17.) to pray with-
out ceasing ; and (Col. iv. 2.) to continue in prayer, and
swatch, in the same 3 and (Col. iv. 12 he speaks of labouring
fervently in prayer : from all which we learn, that this ser«
wvice must be performed by christians fervently and earnest-
ly. We read in scripture (Acts iii. 1.) of the hours of
prayer ; and we find particularly, Ps. Iv. 17.  Dan. vi. 1¢)
that it was the practice of David and Daniel, two eminent-
.1y good and holy men, to pray to God three times in a day.
As to the public sexvice of the church, and the times of
attending that, every christian is bound in duty to attend to
it ; and to join with his fellow christians in praying for their
common necessgries as oft as health and business will per-
.mit him ; and mere especially on the Lord’s day, which is
set a part for that purpose.

-But-as to that which I am now speaking of, namely, pr/-
wate prayer, whether of single persons or families : although
there is no express and positive precept how many times
a day it shall be performed, yet I think no person or fami.

-1y can- be accounted religious who does not perform their
duty of praying to God at least in the morning and evening.
A true spirit of piety and devotion will move private chris-

-tians, who have time and leisure; to retire to prayer at other
hours also ; especially when they find extraordinary occa-
sions for the comfort and assistance of God. But I insist
upon prayer in the morning and evening, as that which is
not only reasonable in itself, but may also be made to suit
the condition and business of mest persons and families, if
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they be but religioysly disposed ; and have hearts willing
and desirous to pray to God. ‘ .

In the morning, when they arise from rest, and before they
enter upon their daily business, what” can become chris-
tians more than to fall down before God, to thank and praise
him for the preservation of the past night ; and to ‘beg hig
blessing upon the business of the following day; and his
protection to body and soul, amidst the dangers and tempt-
stions of a wicked world ? Again, in the evening, after they
return from their worldly business” and conversation ; and
hefore they go to rest, can any thing be more proper for de~
vout .ad serious christians than humbly to acknowledge the
goocness of God; and to make confession of their own
sins and unworthiness : and then, upon their sincere re=
pentance and humble trust in his mercy, to imploré the con~
tinuance of his favour and protection, especially the follow=«
ing night ? )

‘They who can live in the daily neglect of so reasonable
2 zevvice ; and can lie down and rise again without thinking
of God: and go about the business of their lives withcut
imploring his direction and blessing ; such persons can
have very little religion, but may rather be said to live with-
out God in the world. By the omission of this part of
their duty it comes to pass, that they seldom have it in their
minds either that there is such a being as God, or that they
live under his providence, or that he has given them laws
to walk by, and will require an account in another world
how they have observed them. And as no person who has
not those and- like thoughts frequently upon his mind can
be said to think or live like a christian ;  so such thoughts
czn be very little upon the mind of any person who lives in
an habitual neglect of this duty of morning and evening -
prayer.  For if men think not of these things at the most
seasonabie tim- s, before they begin their business, and after
tiey have endad it, it is not likely they will fall into such
thoughts in the midst of their business or pleasures.

jtis to be feared, that there are too many persons and
famities who are sunk in this unthinking state, and this ha-
bitual forgetfuiness of Almighty God. This is a condition
so dangerous, that we whe have the care of souls are bound
to admonish them of their danger, and to exhort them ear-
nestly to the proper and effectual remedy: which is this
daily addressing themselves to God 3 and as it were, con-
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yersing with him in prayer. The time it will take up is
very small, but the benefit which it will bring is exceeding
great; no less than the entitling ourselves to the constant
assistance and protectiont of God and the keeping usin 4
daily preparation for heaven.  And surely no person whe
calls himself a christian, and doth in any degree desire to live
as bécomes the gospel of Christ, can be unwilling to enter
upon 2 practice which will be the means of gaining such
valuable benefits to body and soul; especially when that
which will procure these benefits is a work so easy and rea-
sonable as the lifting up our héarts to God for a short space;
before and- after the business of this world.

‘They have seen, by what has been hitherto said of family
devotion, that this is a very reasonable and easy duty ; and
that the daily neglect of it is the ready way to lose all sense
of God and religion.. The considerations which I shall add
as a further inducement to the daily performance of it will
show them that it is not only 4 sure preservative against that
forgetfulness of almighty God, but also an excellent help
towards their growth and improvement in grace and good-
ness.

To make them truly sensible of this let them consider
the following heads. »

I. The great weaknnes dnd infirmity of body and soul,
and the manifold dangers with which both are encompassed ;
that the body is perpetually liable to disease within, and acci-
dents without ; and the soul always beset with the tempta=
tions of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Now, our only-
security against these dangers is, God’s protection to defend
the body, and his assisting grace to preserve the soul.  And,
as there is no other way to obtain his protection and assis-
tance agaitist these dangers but our prayers; so the dan+
gers being daily, our prayers must be daily too.

The only sure way to keep up daily devotion, is for every
family to fix and appoint for that end the two most conveni-
ent parts of the day, morning and evening. Except the
times of doing it be fixed and certain, the duty will be ei- -
ther wholly neglected and forgotten, or at best, there will
be many pretences to omit it.  Whereas, when the times
of prayer are settled in a family, they are reckoned before-
hand, and all other business is laid and contrived accordinga
ly 5 so that, by a little practice, morning and eveniag pray-
¢r is accounted a necessary part of the business of the day ;
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and no more to be omitted or forgotten than the provision
for food, or raiment, and other conveniences of life.. The
members of any family who have been thus accustomed to
daily prayer, as the only sure means of obtaining God’s dai-
ly blessing, will be afraid to lay down at night, or go abroad"
in the morning, without first having made themselves suré
of his protection and assistance, by joining with their bres
thren in prayer; or where that cannot be conveniently done
by their own private devotions, or by both, where there is
leisure and opportunity for both.

II. It is a further encouragement to begin and carry on
this pious practice in families, that our Saviour Christ has in
an especial manner promised his presence with them. Feér,
considering the circumstances of that promise (in the cigh-
teenth of St Matt. verses 19, 20,) it may be more strictly:
applied to family prayers 5 «I say unto you, that if two of
you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am Iin the midst of them.” Without
doubt 3 Christ is ready to assist and answer the devout pray-

‘ers of good men, in what place, or in what time soever they

are made.  But the joint prayers of a family must be yet
more acceptable an1 more powerful, as they are sent up
with an unity of hearts and souls; which unity is eminent-
ly becoming among christians, and especially among brethren
and relations, and is, withal, pleasing in the sight of God.

III. The practice of daily prayer settles in families the
form and spirit of religion; so that no member thereof
can wholly forget God and another world, while they are
every day reminded of both. By this practice childen aré
trained from their infancy to an use and habit of devotion }
and servants are sure of due time and opportunity to serve
God every day.  For fathers and mothers, masters and mis-
tresses, are enjoined by God to take care of the souls as well
as the bodies of their children and servants; and as it is
their duty, so may it be their great corfort to afford them
this daily means of becoming and continuing the servants
and children of God, Hereby they plant in their hearts
a true sense of piety and devotion ; and this prepares and
disposes them, when they come t6 be parents and governs
_ors, to train up their children and servants to the same metha
od of daily devotion. And so they who settle and keep up
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in their families this practice of morning and evening pray-
er, take the-true and effectual way both to preserve in their -
own houses 2 spirit of piety and religicn, and also to con-
vey that religious spirit to future generations, b
IV Daily pray:cr in any family is a great check and re.
straint upon any member of it who may be inclined to sin
and vice. Itmakes him remember, whether he will or no,
that there is 2 God and another world ; and that they who
would be happy hereafter must heartily use their own en-
deavors and beg the assistance of almighty God that they
may live soberly and righteously here. ~ This is the great
end and design of all our prayers. And though persons
who are viciously inclined may not inwardly join with their
‘brothren in prayer, yet if they be but present, they must of-
ten consider that what the rest are doing is in order to a life
after this ; that they as well as their brethren have souls te
take care of 5 and therefore, that it cannot be safe for them
to live in sins from which they hear their fellow christians
_daily beseeching God to deliver them. Ocecasional admoni-
tions or exhortations to this purpose may be easily forgotten
or neglected by wicked men ; but when the thoughtsof an-
other world are thus daily renewed upon their minds it
must be a daily check to their wicked courses. And I
doubt not but very many persons of evil and debauched in-
clinations, have not only been much informed, but have be-
come virtuous and religious, by falling providentially into
such regular families as have kept up this most edifying and |
pious exercise of daily prayer.
V' As the practice of daily prayer in families is the best
way to restrain and reform the bad members of it, so it is an
- excellent means to make such of them as are well disposed,
persevere in their good dispositions, and grow daily in grace
and in purity of heart and affections ; and to fit them more
and more for the spiritual exercise of the next life.  The
heart of man is by nature carnal and esrthly, set upon the
business of this world and not easily brought to take delight
in the things of the next. The work, therefore, which God
- hath appointed christians in this world is to purify their
hearts, and to bring them to a love of heavenly things. For
the effecting of this, he hath enjoined the exercise of seve-
ral means, as reading, meditation, and the like ; but of those
means, none is more effectual for that end than this of daily
prayer. It is the enly way 1‘\:’16 have of prevailing with God

5
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to send his holy spitit into our-hearts, The daily practicé
of lifting up our hearts to God in prayer, adds wings to the
soyl and makes it move towatrds heaven every day more nats
u!‘ﬁzhy and easily ; and biings it to a nearer acquaintance
with God and a better tasie and: velish of that spiritual life
which every oné that desires héaven must desire and obtaim
Daily prayer, as it contains in it a solemin confession of sins,
gives good cliristians an oppottunity, of rather puts them
under the necessity of examining their lives day by day,
and of repenting immediately of the sins they commit By
this daily confession and repentance, they are kept in a right
knowlédge of their spiritual estate, and bave their accounts
in readiness whenever God shall please to call for them.
Thus, all families who have settled ard kept up this daily
correspondence with God in prayer, do truly walk with
God, and are constantly advancing towards hecaven in the
way that he hath appointed 5 and are making themselves
every day miore fit for his immediate presence there.

VI. When daily prayer is practised in any family, the
members of it are accustomed to devotion ; and by their
appearing so frequently before God in a small congregation,
they can much more readily frame their hearts to due at-
tention and zral, when they come to appear before him in
a larger. They will thus be qualified for the public service
of the church ;5 ¢where christians meet, with mutual unity
of hearts, and send up their joint prayers to God for their
common necessities. 'The same spirit of devotion makes us
both fit for public and private prayer. Unless that spirit be
kept up by daily exercise, it will, of course decay and lan-
guish. 'When christianis come to church after the disuse of
devotion for some days together, they are in a manner stran-
gers to the work about which they are to be employed ; and
their hearts having been engaged only about earthly things,
are not readily and easily raised upto heaven.,  This is the
true cause of that coldness, indifference, and wénderinq of
thoughts and eyes, that is so common in the public worghip
of God. Itis generally true, that they who use no devo-
tion at home bring very little to chur¢h.  The practice of
daily prayer at home trains up christians to a spirit and habit
of devotion, and keeps their minds bent towards God and
heavenly things.  These objects, by frequent exercise, be-
il_xg made familiar to their thoughts, their hearts and affec-
tions are casily framed and composed to that attention, de-
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vation, and zeal, which becames the house of Ged. They
are also armed against the temptations to wandermg, and
those disturbances to devotion, which frequently happen in
great and public congregaticns..

The preceding exhortation may be thus briefly summed
up.  Prayer to almighty God 1s an ordinance which he
has appointed, as the condition of having our wants sup-
plied, and as one special means of keeping up in our hearts
a constant sensc of his mejesty and gooduess, and thereby
a due fear and love, and reverence of his name.  Our,wants
are daily, and the temptations which draw our hearts from
God to the things of this world are also daily; and upon
both these accounts our prayers ought also to be daily. Dai-
Iy prayer has been the practice of good and religious men of
allages. They scurce deserve the name of christians, who
can lie down to rest without praying for the protection of
God, and rise again without thanking him £or that protec-
tion, and begging his blessing upon themselves and their
undertakings the following day. The only way to have
these duties surely and effectually pesformed by christians,
1s to settle the practice of morning and evening prayer in
their families ; the members of which, at least the greater
part of them, are supposed ordinarily to be together at these
two seasons. When the times of prayer are thus settled,
it will be accounted part of the business of the day. As
the neglect of family prayer occasions an habitual forgetful-
ness of God and the thmgs of another life; so the daily
practice of it keeps up in families a face and spirit of reli-
gion; and is the best means that fathers and methers, mas-
ters and mistresses, can use, to preserve in thcmselves, their
children and servants, such a religious and heavenly frame
of soul as becomes a society of christians. It brings down
upon families the blessing of God, and supplies of grace o
assist and direct thase members who heartily join with their
brethren in daily prayer for it. If there be any members of
a family wicked, or ill-disposed, this practice is the way to
reclaim them and make thein good, by bringing to thet
minds every day the thoughts of God and another world,
and keeping their consciences awake.  As to those ofa
family who are good and desirous to grow every day better,
the practice of daily prayer makes them fixed and steadfast
in their religious dispositions. It keeps their souls bent to-
wards heaven and heavenly things 5 it raises them more and
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more to such a spirit of devotion, as both prepares them,
while they live, to be fervent and zealous amongst the faith~
ful in the public service of God’s church. and when they.
come to die, fits them for spiritual joys and exercises ameng
the blessed in heaven.

Extracts from Bishop Wilson's Parochialia ; or Instrue-
tions fo the Clergy.

CONCERNING FAMILY PRAYER.

The very learned and pious Bifhop Pearson took occa-
fion very often and publickly to bless God, that he was born
and bred ina family in which God was worshipped daily.
And certainly, it is a duty which entails very many bless-
ings on posterity ; for which reason, a pastor should la=
bo.r with all his might to introduce it into every family un-
der his chaige ; at least, he should give neither himgelf nor
his people any rest, till he has done all that lies in his pow-
er to effect so good a work, which if he does not do, this
;ery intimation will one day ris¢ up in judgment against

im.

And in truth, this duty is so reasonable and advantageous,
that a man, who will but set about it in good earncst, will
find people less backward than at first he would imagine.

To acknowledge God to be the giver of all good gifts ;—
to put a man’s self, his wife, his children, his servants, and
2ll that belongs to him under God’s protection j—to ask
from him, as from a father, whatever we want, and to thank
him for the favours we have received 5 these are duties
which the reason of mankind closes with as soon as they
are fairly proposed.

And then the advantages of family worship will be evi-
dent to the meanest capacities. )

First : To begin and end the day with God, will be the
likeliest way to make servants faithful, children dutiful,
wives obedient, and husbands sober, loving, and careful ;
every one acting as in the sight of God.

Sezan_dly: This will be a mighty check upon every one of
the family, and will be a means of preventing much wick-



93
LE L2 2

edness j—at least, people will sin with remorse, (which is
much better than with 3 seared conscience) when every one
knows he must go upon his knees before he sleeps.

Thirdly : This is the way to entail piety upon the gene-
rations to come.  When childten and servants, commg to
have families of their own, cannot be easy till they fall into
the same pious method which they have been long used to.
¢ Train up a child in the way he should go, and “when he
is old he will not depart from it 3’ nor perhaps his children
after him for many generations,

But if there are persons upon whom these motives make
no impressions, let them know the eyil consequences of
neglectmg this duty :

¢ That the curse of the Lord is in the house of the wick-
ed.”*

Pour out thine indignation, saith the prophet,} (that is,
God will do s9) upon the families that call not upon his
name.

, Add to this, that zgnomme, profaneness, and a curse,
must of necessity be in that family where God is not own~
ed ; where, as one observes, not a creature but is taken
care of, not a swine but shall be served twice a day, and
God only is forgotten. I say he must be wotse than a hea~
then whom these consid.rations do not influence,

[ know of no reason that cin be offered, why every fami-
ly in this diocese might not be brought to observe this du-
ty, except this one: that very many cannot read, and are
too old to learn the prayers provided for them; (though it
would be well if all that can read did cqhscientious‘ly dis-~
charge this duty !) Now where this is indeed the case, T
make no question, but that with half an hour’s patience and
pains, a pastor might bring the most ignorant person to ob-
scyve this following method of orderly devotinn.

First : Let him speak to his family and say ; Let us con-
fess our sins to God, saying :

«¢ Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of
our forefathers 5 neither take thou vengeance of our sins.2
spare- us, good Lord, spare thy people whom thau hast re-
deemed with thy most precious blood and be not angry
with us forever.

Then let him say to the family ; ¢ Let us praise God for
all his mercies, saying:

*Prov, iii, 33. Her. 5. 25,
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost ; ‘ '

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen.” ,

Then let him say to the family ; ‘“Let us pray for God’s
blessing and protection, saying . '

Our father, who art in heaven,” &e.

And then let him conclude the whole, saying =

«The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the lov eof God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever-
more. Amen.”

There is not one person but can say these prayers already,
and only wants to be put into a method of saying them
after this orderly manger 5 and ¥ am sure the comfort and
blessing of bringing all our people that cannot read to this,
would be unspeakably great both to them and to ourselves :
and for the love of God, let it be attempted in good carnest.

AN ADMONITION PROPER FOR PARENTS. .

MosT parents ar¢ concerned for their children’s present
welfare, and too often renounce a good conscience rather
than not provide for them, while few are careful to give
them such instructions and examples -as, by the grace of
God, may secure them an eternal inheritance. \

"They should therefore be often put in mind of their duty,
in this particular, that they may not have the torment of
seeing their children forever ruined by their negligence.

. It 15 a strange stupidity, and they should be told of it, for
parents to be much concerned to have'their children dedi-
cated to God in baptism, and yet utterly unconcerned how
they behave themselves afterwards,

"T'he least that parents can do is. to instroct, or get their
children instructed, in the principles of the christian reli-
gion ; to pray for them daily, and to see that they pr‘nyv dai-
Iy for themselves; to posress their minds with a love of
goodness, aud with an abhorrence of every thing that is
wicked ; and to take care that their natural corruption be
not increased by evil cxamples.
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parents, and too often by their examples, getting habits of
vanity, of idleness, of pride, of intemperance, of lying and
pilfering, of tale-bearing, and often of uncleanness, and of
many other sins which might be prevented by a christian
education. .

Parents therefore should be made sensible of their great
guilt, in suffering their children to take cvil ways. They
should be often told, that human nature being extremely
corrupt, we need not be taught and be at pains to go te
hell ; we shall go thither of course, if we do not make re-
sistance, and are not restrained by the grace of God, and
our own care and endeavour.

They should know (however loth they are to hear it)
that they are their children’s worst enemies, when they will
see no faults in them—connive at what ought to be correct-
ed,~and are even pleased with what ought to be reproved,

s¢ fle that spareth his rod, (saith Solomon,) hateth his
son ; (thatis, actsasif he really did so3;) but he that lov-
eth his son, chasteneth him betimes ;”* that is, before he is
corrupted by evil habits. ¢ For a child left to himself
bringeth his mother to shame.”+

In short, a parent, who has any conscience of his duty,
will not suffer the least sin to go unreproved or without
due correction ; but then he will take the apostle’s advice,
jnot to provoke their children to wrath, by’a causeless or too
great severity ; lest they be discouraged, and thereby their
children’s love, boti for religion and for themselves, be less-
ened,

. ‘When children are grown up to years of discretion, pa-
rents should be admonished to fit them for confirmation j—
a privilege which both parents and children would very
highlv value, if they were made to understand the worth of
it, which of all thingsa pastor should take care to exphin
to them.

In the next place, it would be great charity for a clergy-
man to interpose his good offices, (at least to offer his advice)
when parents are about to dispose of their children in mar-
'~ riage, upon mere worldly considerations, and very often
for little conveniencies of their own, without any regard to
their children’s future ease and welfare.

*Frov. xiil. 24.  {Prov, xxix. 15.  §Caol.ifi. 21,
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Tt is seidom that either parents or children pray for God's
direction and blessing upon an undettaking which is to
last as long as life ; but run on headlong, as humour, or
passion, or worldly interest, lead them, which is the true
occasion of so many indiscreet choices and unfortunate mar-
riages, which a pastor should prevent as much as may be,
by admonishing christians of their duty in this particular,
both publickly and in private conversation.

And when parents are providing for their children, let
this consideratiot: be always present with them both, for their
own and their children’s sake ;—¢¢ Better is a little with
righteousness, (that is, honestly gotten) than great revenues
without right.”* :

‘When a curce goes along with a portion, it is often the
ruin of the whole family., These were the remarkable
words of the pious Judge Hales to his children :—¢¢ I leave
you but little, but it will wear like iron.” ‘

Lastly t a pastor’s advice would be very seasonable, and
should be often repeated to-such parents as are squandering
away the inheritance which was left them by their forefa-
thers, and 1.{t them in trust only, for those that should come
after them 3 depriving their children of their right, expos-
ing them to hardships, to temptations, and to curse their
memory. Considerations which should make their hearts
to ache, and force them to put an end to that idleness and
intemperance, which are the occasion of so much sin and
mischief,

INSTRUCTIONS PROPER FOR YOUNG PROPLE,

It is the great misfortune of youth, that wanting expe-
fience, judgment, and very often friends capable of giving
them good advice, and following the bent of their passions,
they love and seek such company and pleasures as serve to
strengthen  their natural corruption, which if not prevented
by charitable advice, will be their ruin, :

And certainly a pastor has much to answer for, who does
not lay hold of every occasion of shewing young people
their danger and their duty.

*Prov. xvi. 8.
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The first thing a youth should be made sensible of is this 5

That he has in himself the seeds of all manner of sin'and
wickedness, which will certainly spring up and be his ruin,
if he does not watch against it, and pray dmly for God’s
grace to preseive him f‘om it

That the wickedest man he kuows was once as capa‘ole
of salvation as he thinks himszlf to be; but by provoking
God to leave him to himself, sitt and hell have got the do-
minion over him:

And that therefors it is the greatest judgment that can
{2i! upon any man, to be left to himself,

To come to particulers :—

First : ‘Kouug people art apt to be headstrong, and fond
of their own ways, and should therefore be told what God
decizres by Solomon : 7 Poverty and shame shall be to him
that reforeth instruction 5 but he that regardeth reproof
shall be honored.—That there is a2 way that scemeth right
to 2 man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

Secondly : They love idleness naturally, and therefore
should be put in mind,—That slothfulness casteth into a
deep sleep ; that is, makes men as careless of what will be-
come of them as if they were fast asleep ; and that drowsi-
ness will cover a man with rags.  Above all, they should be
put in mind of our Lord’s sentence, ¢ Cast ye the unprof-
itable servant into outer darkness.”

Thirdly : This being the age of sensuality, libertainism,
and vauity, it must be a great grace, and very frequcnt in-
structions, that must secure young people from ruin.

They should therefore b= often told, that fools (and on-
Iy fools) make a mock of sin; it being too dreadful a thing
to be laug,hcd at : That whoredom and wine take away the
heart; that is, make a man a brate : That lying lips are an
abomination to the Lord, and that swearing and cursing are
sins easily learned, but hard to be left off, and will be pun-
ished most severely : That evil communications wiil core
rupt good manners: That therefore young people should
not at their peril, run'into unknown company and tempta-
tions, depeading upon their own strength and good resolu~
tions. 'They should be told, that nobody 1s very wicked at
once 3 that there are few but kad some sime good notions,
zood purposes; and good hopes ; and those that are profii-

+Prov, xiii. 18. xiv, 12.
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gately wicked became So‘a-fter this manner. They tock de.
light in locse and wicked company ; then they neglected to
pray for grace ; then they cast off the fear of God 5 then
holiness ; after that modesty 3 then care of reputation j-—
and so contracting evil habits, they become at last abandon-
doned of God, and left to themselves.

Fourthly : A good paster will not furget to exhort young
people to fiee youtuful lusts and all ¢ins of impurity, filthy
songs, and nlthy stories, which leave cursed Impressions
npon the soul, do grieve God’s hely epirit, which was given
them at baptism and at confirmation, and provoke him to
forsake them ;3 and then an evil spirit most certainly will
take them under his government. ‘

Fifthly : Such as have parents should be exhorted to love,
honor, and obey them. "LThat as the apostle saith, *:¢ It may
be well with them, and that they may live long on the
earth.”  That they may escape that curse pronounced,
Deut. xxvil. 16. ¢« Cursed is he that setteth light by his fa-
ther and mother 3" and that of the wise man, +¢ The eye
that mocketh his father, and despiseth to obey his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out ;” that is, such a
one shall act in every thing he does as if he were blind.

In short, children, asthey hope for Ged’s favour and
blessing, should strive to please their parents ; be grieved
when they have angered them ; take their advice kindly,
and follow it cheerfully 3 and never marry without their
consent, as they hope for happiness in that estate,

Above all things,—young people should be obliged to
observe the Lord’s day : They should be taught to rever-
ence Gud’s house, and God’s ministers, who pray for them,
and are to give an account of their souls,

They should be exhorted to pray daily for themselves,
and against being led away by the violence of evil customs
and the ways of the werld, which they have renounced at
their baptism

And when they have rur into ervors (which they are but
too apt to do) they should be made sensible of the ruin they
are bringing upon themselves, that they may return to a
better mind, and after the example of the prodigal in the
gospel, beg God’s pardon, and sin no more ; bging often
forewarned, that God will, one time or other, ¢ make them
to possess the iniquities of their youth.”}

*Eph.vi 3. 4Prov.xxx. 17.  iJob, xiii, 28,
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UF WORLDLY-MINDEDNESS.

A Pastor will find that worldly-mindedness is one of
the most universal diseases of his flock, and the most duffi-
cult to be cured.

People sce an absolute necessity for taking care for them-
selves s and dety obliges them to provide for their families,

Bat then this care very often increases beyond necessity,
and what was at first 2 duty becomes at last a sin; when
christians begin to set their hearts upon the world, to place
their happiness in its favours, to dread its frowns, and to
depend upon it as a good security against future evils.

low, the consequence of such a love for the world will
be, that many christian duties must give place to worldly
business 5 the very commands of God shall often be broken
to guin worldly :nds ; men shall make a mere idol of the
world ; love, and fear, and think, and depend upon it,
more than upon God, and will at last be so bewitched and
blinded with it, that they shall not sce the sin and vanity of
all this, until the approach of death opens their eyes, and
then they see the felly of their choice, but see too, that it
is too late to make a better.

In short it is hard to live in the world and not telove it g
and nothigg in nature can prevent or cure this disorder, but
a sincere belief of the gospel, and a resolute practice of the
dutles of christianity,

For the christian religion lets us know, that while we
are in this world, we are in a state of banishment; that
here we have no abiding place; that God has made our life
short, on purpose that we may have no pretence to set our
hearts on this world ; that it is a dreadful thing for a man
¢o hawe his portion in this life 3 that a man’s true happiness
dots not consist in the abundance of the things which he
possesseth ; and that God hath ordained that all things here
ghall be uncertain, and full of troubles, that we may be led
more easily to set our affections on things above, not on
things on the earth,

And for as much as it is found by sad experience, that
the more men have, the more fond they will be of the world :
Christians should be often advised to receive its favours
with a trembling band, and to remember, that the more a
man has, the more he must account for, the greater danger
ke is in, and the more pains he must take to preserve hime
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seif from ruins for it was not for nothing that our Lovd -
said, ¢ How hardly shall they that have riches euter into
the kinghom of heaven.” ' -

In short, there is no greater hindrance to piety than the
love of the world 3 God therefore having made that and the
care of our souls the gréat business of our lives, he has
bound himself to take care of us, and that we shall want
nothing that is necessary for this life. *¢ Take no thought,”
saith our Lord, ¢ fot yeur life, what ye shall eat 3 nor for
your body, what ye shall put on.  Does not your heavenly
Father feed the fowls of the air 2 Does he not know that ye
arc better than they, and that ye have need of these things 2.

Let not therefore christians flatter themselves with the
Hopes that worldly businéss will excuse them from serving
God: Qur Lord has already told us what sentence such
people must expect. ¢ Not one of those men shall taste
of my supper 37 that is, those that were so taken up about
their oxen; their fields, and their worldiy business, that
they would not mind their Lord’s invitation. :

And indeed our Lord tells us in another place, that the
very word of God will be lost on those whose hearts are
full of the cares of this world, which choak the word, and
it becometh unfruitful. ' ' -

" But then christians have another way of deceiving then-
selves, and that is with the hopes of reconciling 2 love for
the world with the love of Ged. ' ,

And yet our Lord Christ assures us, that they are as ut-
terly inconsistent as light and darkness ; that ¢ no man can
serve two masters 3’ and thot whoever will be ¢ a friend
of the world is the enemy of God.”

To concludé :— All christians are by their profession obli-
ged ¢ not to love the world.” )

They are also obliged to use all proper means to prevent
this love, which would otherwise ruin them. .

Especially ; they are obliged to great watchfulness and
carnest prayers for God’s grace to keep them from becom-
ing slaves to the world 3 from placing their confidence or
happiness in it ;" from taking delight in the possession of it ;
from distracting cares about it 3 from taking unjust ways to
better or secure their portion in it; from being extremely
‘grieved at the loss of it, or unwilling to part with it when
430d g0 orders it ; from a hard heart and a close hand, when

- *att. vi 25, Fuke, xxiv, 24.
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Extracts frcm the Knowledge and Practice (f Christianity,
by Bu/)a]) Hilson.

A SEASONABLE INsTRUCTION OW PRAYER.

- Pupric and private prayers, and thanksgivings, are an
homage and duty, which all men owe to God as their cre-
ator, their Lord and King ; and by which they are to ac-
knowledge their obedience to, and their d\,[rmknce ‘upon
him, forlife and breath, and all things which they enjoy or
hopg for. o

"This, therefore, God hath made our indispzusible duty:
And it will be a downright rebeilion, for any man to refuse
his homﬂge any day of his life; the wilful n:giect of this
bung in effect, to disown his power over us;  his goodness
to help us in our necessities ; and his justice to punish such
as transgress his commands ; and to quest ion the faithful-
ness of his promise to paldon the truly penitent sinner,
and to reward’such as sincerely strive to kuﬂ?se him,

This neglect and disobedience is very often punished by
God’s leaving men to themselves; and to their own wicked
ways which ever did, and ever will, end in their ruin,
often in this world, but alwa ays in the wond to come, withe
out a miracle of grace, which such sinners have no reason
to hope for.

The cause of which is plain: The constant and wilful
omission of this duty is a sure way to lose the knowledge
and remembrance of God, of his word and promises; and
then men will have no motives to fear or to love God, nor
any reason to hope for any good from him.

It will also very naturally lead such peopls o depend up-
on'themselves onlvy to forget their ownesad condition and
misery ; that they are lable to God’s wruth, and even to
damnation ; which kaowledge is ncc essary 3 and for this
end vas revealed, even to awaken an }umble sinrers, that,
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by « trae repentance they may escape the bitter pains of eters
mal misery,

Now the spirit of God threatens, that such as will ‘not
retain God in their knowledge {(which can be' done only by
praying te him daily,) shall be given up by God to a repre-
bate mind, that is, to a mind void of judgment—to do what
is right in their own eyes, let what will follow.

And the event will certainly be this: They will fall un.
der the péwer and government of Satan, and his evil angels,
who will lead therr, as he did the heathen world, to com-
mit all iniquity with grediness, till they are fit for no place
but heil, i ’

Now, if-these be truths of the gospel, as most surely they
are, one would hope, there would need na other words, to
persuade every one who is in his right mind, and not already
in the sad conditicn before mentioned ; to beg of God to
keep him, by his grace, from failing into such dreadful ciz
cumstances.

The most sure way to avoid it is, to dedicate some time
every day of our lives to the worship of God ; humbly to
acknewledge our dependance upon him; to confess our
own weakness to help and govern ourselves ;- to beg pardom -
for having offended him 5 to pray for his grace, and protec-
tion, and Llessing ; and to give him thanks for his mercies
and favours to us.

By doing this, we shall retain God in our knowledge,
This will be a true aud solid foundation of peace, and com-
fort, and happiness; provided it be performed out of a deep
sense of our own wants and miseriess with a firm faith in
God’s promises to fulfll the desires of them that fear him ¢
and with an eye to the blood of Jesus our Redeemer, for
whose sake, and through whese sufferings, we are recon.
ciled to God, and God to us. ,

The following devotions are here added, that they who
stand in need of such h:lps, may be directed what to pray
for every morning and evening of their lives. - Not but that
every serious christian will {ind occagion to ask many more
favours and blessings, than can be set down in any form of
prayer whatever.

For this reason there are added some short instructions,
as also proper texts of holy scripture, with short meditations
on them, for the devotion of suchas are well-disposed ; and
also to lead them intoa way of profiting at all times, by the
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holy scriptures heard or read by them or cthers, which we
all too often hear without bcmg bettered by hem,

e A e e

THE DUTY AND BEVFFIT OT MURNING I’I‘A"'LR FOR AWY
PERSON IN PRIVATE.

VeRrY miany are the evil consequences of romg without
God into a world full of temptations and dangers, which of
ourselves we can neither foresee nor escape.

Whoever considers this, and the infinite mischief which
may follow, will never venture sbroad, without praymg for
lGod’s guidance, protection, and blessing, every morning of
his life.

Morning Prayers

Brrssep be the Lord for his miercies rerewed unto me
every morning ; for my preservation and refreshment, and
for all the blessings of the night past, for which all thanks
and glory be to thee, my God and Father! '

“Gracious God, continue to me these, and all other tny'
blessings, so Iong, and in such a measure as shall be to thy
glory, and my salvation,

Possess my soul I besecch thee, with a frue and saving
faith, and with such a sense of thy goodness to me and my
dependance upon thee, that it may be my delight, as:t is
miy interest and duty, to serve and ob‘ey thee.

But that I may serve thiee with a quict mind, forgive me
all my sins, I beseech thee, for thy dear Son’s sake, and with-
hold the Jjudgmrents of which my conscience is afraid. -

Keep it ever in the heart of thy servant, that it is an evil
thing and bitter, to forsake and offend the Lord.  And above
all things, keep me from wilful and deliberate sins, that I
may never grieve thy Holy Spirit, nor proveke thee to leave
me to myself.

Let thy restraining grace preserve me from the terpta-
tions of the world, the ﬂesh, and the Devil 5 that I may
fall into o sin, nor fun into any kind of danger 3 but thar
Imay doalways that whxch 15 nghtenus in th smlu, and
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that I may live and act as having thee, O God, the constant
witness of all my thoughts, desigus, words, and actions.

May I never render.myself, by new sins;” unworthy of
thy gmdance and protecrion ! Suffer me not to go astray,
or bring me back to such ways as to thee shall seem meet.

May I love thee with all my heart, and all mankind for
thy sake {  And may I ever have this sure proof of thy love
abiding in me, that I may study to please thee, and to keep
thy commandments ! ! and thatI may fmglve, and Jove, and
do good to my neighbours, as becomes a disciple of jesm
Christ !

Assist me, bv thy Grace, faithfully to pe*for*n all the du-
ties of my calling 3 and tchaqumlv to reccive; and patiently
to bear whatever thy providence shall orde¥ for me.

Preserve me from an idle and useless life s ever remem-
bering,—7 bat the night coineth when no man can work 1~
And that now is the time in which to provide for eternity.

And grant, O Lord, that no worldly pleasure, no world-
ly business, may ever mal(e me lose sight of death.

And may the thoughiq of death oblige me to be trizly and
sincerely g ﬁowd to mortify 2l pride and van1ty,—-—covetous~
ness, hatre &, envy, and nialice; to be serious, sober, and
watchful, while I continue in this state of trial |

Hear me, O heavenly Father, not according to my ime
perfect petitions, but according to the full meaning of that.
holy prayer, which thy only Son hath-taught us, in compas~
sion to our infirmities :

Our Lather which art in heaven ; hallowed be t‘1y name
thy kingden come ; thy will be done in earth, as it is ;n
’ heave'l give us this day our dail y bread ; and forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass agaiust us
2nd lead us not into tempiation ; but deliver us from evil 3
for thine is the kinghom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and evet, z:/men.

R 5 R i e S —

THE DUTY AND BEXEFIT OF EVENING PRATER FOP
PEHSON IN IRIVATE.

SrEEP, saild a great many is so like death, that I dare not
-irust it without saying my prayers. And indeed, for fear



105
RTTTaN
of the worst, 4 thoughtful christian will take care to make
his peace with God, before he goes to sleep ; and put him-
self under God’s protection every evening of his hfc, that
he may be safe from fear of evili

An Evem’;m Pi'ay‘er,

O uost gracious drid merciful God, I give thee thanks,
that it has pleased thee to add ancther: day to the years 6f°
my life, and that none of thy judgments to which for my
sins [ am justly liable; have fallen upo'l mie:

Accept, O Lord, my unfeign-d thanks, for this thy con-
stant care over me: for delivering me from the dangers of
an evil world ; ard for the many undeserved blessings be=
stowed upon me, day after day.

Blessed be thy goodne:s that my sins and ingratitude bave

not prevented thee from brigging me safe to the evening of
this day !
O God, infinite id niercy, pardort my sins of the day past,
whether in thought, wordy or deed, which I have commit-
ted through the fraud and malice of the devil, or through
my own weakness and frmlty ; and grant that they may nev-
er rise up in judgment against me.

* Prepate me, Dbeseech thee, for the continuance of - thy
- favours, by giving me the grate of a true repentance, and

*horough amendment of life.

Make me truly sensible of the weakness and corruptlon
of my nature ; and the need I have of thy gracious help,
that I may pray for it continually.

May I ever make a right use of the time which thy good~
ness may yet vouchsafe me, and not dare to abuse thy pa-~
tience and long suffering.

Make me ever sensible of my latter end that - death may
not overtake me unprepared § and in the hour of death
and day of judgment, good Lord deliver me. :

O God ajl powerful, take me this night under thy proter
“tion : preserve me from the powers of darkness,. and from. -
the dangers of the night ; and, by that grace and provxdencc
bring me at last through all the trials and temptations of thi:.
world to a blessed end s ; thatT may die in peace, and rest in
Lope and ris in glory, through fesus Christ: in whosg

Q- -
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pame, and according to the fullmeaning of that boly pray-
er which he has taught ue, I most humbly beseech ' thee to
hear me, for mysclf, and for all christian people.
Our Father, which art in hejven, &c.

Morning Prayer for a Family.
Josh. xxiv.15.  As for me and mry house, we will serve the Lord,

Trtrs onight to be the sincere resolution, and constant prac-
tice of every christian master of a family.  Without this,
none can reasonably expeet to have dutiful children or faith-
ful sexvants ; nor justly hope to have God’s blessing in this
world, or in the world to ¢ome.

Let one devautly read or say what follsweth, the rest of the
Jamily seriously attending.

Tue Lord hath brought us safe to the beginning of this
day 5 let us give him thanks for this, and for all his mercies.

Let us pray that we may live in the fear of God, and con-
tinue in love and charity with our neighbours :

That his Holy Spirit may direct and rule our hearts, teach-
g us what to do, and what to avoid :

‘That the grace of God may ever be with us, to support
us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations

That the Lord may bless all our honest endeavours, and
make us content with what his providence shall order for
us: and that we may continue his faithful servants this day,
and all the days of our life,

For all which blessings let us devoutly pray.

Then all devoutly kneeling, let one say, -

-0 mosT gracious and metrciful God, by whom the world
3s governed and preserved, we give thee humble thanks for
thy fatherly care over us; in prescrving us from the dangers
of the night past, and bringing us safe this morning to sce
another day. ,

We gratefully acknowedge our dependence upon thee,
for all the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of life ;
for all the means of our well-being here, and of our ever-
Jasting happiness hereafter. : ’
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We give thee thanks for the light of thy gospel, and the
help of thy grace, and for the promise thou hast made us of
pardon and forgiveness through thy Son Jesus Christ, on our
sincere repentance and amendment.

Give us, we besecch thee, such a sense of these and all
other thy mercies to us, as may make us truly thankful to
thee for them.

Give us grace that we . may ever walk as in thy Slght :
make a conscience of all our ways; and fearing to offend
thee, may never fall into the sins we have repented of.

Enable us'to resist and overcome the temptations of the:

world, the flesh, and the Devil; To follow the motions of
thy good Spirit ; ‘to be serious and holy in our lives ; true
and just in our dealings ; watchful over our thoughts, our
words, and our actlons 3 diligent in our business; and tems
perate in all things.
. Give us grace honestly to improve all the talents which
thou hast committed to our trust ; and may no-worldly busi-
ness, no-worldly pleasures, dxvert. us from the concerns of the
life to come !

May thy blessing be upon our. persons, upon our labours,
upon our substance 5 and upon a'l that belong to us : "and
may we never undertake any work, which we dare not beg
thee to. prosper !

May thy garce defend usin all assaults of our enemies ;
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into
any kind of danger ; but that all our doings may be ordered
by thy gavernance, to do'always that which is righteous in
thy sight

Give us, gracious God, what is needful for us and grace
not to abuse thy favours : Gw us we beseech thee, contents
ed mmds ; and make ys ever mindful of the wants of others,

Give us, in this world, the knowledge of thy truth,
and in the world-to come, life everlasting. Amen.

Hear us, O merciful God, not accordmg to our imperfect
petitions, but according to the full meaning of that form of
prayer which Jesus Christ has taught us, and for his sake.,

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God and, the feHOWShlP of the Holy Ghost, be wnh us all
cver more,  Amen.
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Parents f,or Clzz'lgz’ren. :

Epheyi 4 Ye parents, bnrg up your children in the nurture and 2dmo-
o o " 'nition of the Lord.”

O Gopb, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for his sake
bless my children with healthful bodies, and understanding
souls, and sanctified hearts, that th y may remcinber their
creator all their days.  Let thy grace presérve them from
the temptatlons of an evil world, and may I never be want-
ing in any part of my duty to them; but instruct them in.
the faith and duties of a christian 11fe Convince them oft
their faults, and correct them in reason and love. . O be
thou, O God, their Father and their poutipn in this world,
and in the world to come! Amen,

FEuwening FPrayer for a dealjj.
Ket one of the family read or say dz:z’zndly w/“al fo;lauezb

the rest serzous/y atlending.

By the favou. of God, we are come to the evening of:
this day ; and we areso much nearer our latter end.

Let us seriously consider this, and pray God to prepare us )
for the hour of ‘death,

Let us with penitent hearts, beseech hlm to, pardon our
offences, and dehver us from the evils which they have de-
served.

Let us resolve to amend whatever we liave done amiss,
and pray God, that his grace may kcep us from. returning,
to those sins whlch we have repented of :

And thén we may be safe yndex his protection who alone
can defend us from the powers of darkness.

For all which blessings let us devoutly pray.

Theny all devoutly kneeling, let one distinctly ‘:ﬂy,

O.Lorp, and ‘heavenly Father, we ackriowledge thy great
OOdﬂﬂaS to us, in sparmg us when we deserye pumshment 3
in giving us the necéssaries of this life, and i in setting bcforc
us the happiness of a better life,
O merciful God, pardon our offences, correct and'amend
what 15 amlss in us, t;hat as we grow in years, we may grow'
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;n grace, and the nearer we come to our latter end, the bets

ter we may be pre*).mred for it.
In the mzd:t-of life we are in dm’t-b.,

Lord, grant that these thoughts may make us careful how
we live, that we may escape the bitter pains of erernal mis-
er

yF ake from us all i mnormc , hardness of heart, aqd too
much carefulness for txe thmm of this life.

Make ‘us a houschold fwarmg thee, O God, submrttmg
oursclves to thy good pleasure, an:l putting our whole trust
in thy mercy.

Give ys a true Knowledge of ourselves; of the corrup-
tion of our nature ; and the necessny of thy gracious belp
to save us from ruin.

And may the spirit of “Christ ever live and rule in us, pos-
sessing our souls with a sincere love of thee, O God, with
an earnest desire to plcase thee, and with a dread of oﬁlnd~
ing thee.

Banctify us wholly we beseech thee, that our spirits, and

culs, and bodies, may be preaerv;d blameless unto the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Churist.

Conti e to us, and to all chrlstxan churches, the means
of grace and salvation ; and may the saving truths of the
gospel be published and received in all the world | [} ‘

Vouchsafe unto us an interest in ull the prayers of thy
holy chirch, which haye this day been offered to the throne
of grace.

Forgive all that have myured us, and forgive. our many of-
fonces agnn% cur neighbour.

Bless, we beseech thee, O God, all those whom thy prow.-
idence hath set over us, whether in church or state, and give
us grace to honour and .obey them for conscience sake.

v Defend us from all adversities which may happen to our
bodies, and fromall evil thoughts which “may assault and
Kurt our souls ; and prepare us to receive with an humble
resignation, whatever thy providence, shall think best for us.

And, finally, we beseech thee to give us grace, that we
may lead and end our lives'in thy faith and fear, and to thy
glox v, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.

Hear us O merciful God, for ourselves and for all man-
Lmd'. not according to our wgek understandings, but accors
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ding to the full meaning of that holy prayer, which thy.
beloved Son hath taught us. -
QOur Father which art in heaven, &c.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c.

SELECT SCRIPTURES, AND MEDITATIONS UPON THEM;
Which may teach us how 1o profit by reading the Scriptures,

John, xvi. 25. Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father
) in my name, he shall give it you.

Every thing is promised to this duty, when we prayas
we ought todo; 7. e, in the name, and through the merits
of Jesus Christ ; out of a sense of our own wants and ris-
eries ; with the humility of sinful creatures; and witha
foll purpose of doing what we know will please God.

O Lord, vouchsafe me these dispositions that I may never
ask any thing in vain, or render myself unwerthy to reccive
thy blessings. '

Hab.ii. 9. Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetonsuess to his house,
that he may set his nest on high, :hat he muy be delivered from the
power of evil!

DerLiver us, O Lord, from covetousness, the root of all
evil; which leads men to trust in themselves ; to forget their
dependence upon thee; and foolishly to hope to be out of
the reach of miseries, and those evils and afflictions, which
are designed in great mercy, for the punishment of sin, and
for the salvation of sinners. Proserve us, O Lord, from
this too common, but damnable sin of covetousness, for
Jesus Chrict’s sake, Auten. ' A

ZLuke, xvil. 26, 27, 28, 29, As it wasin the days of Noah £d Tot, They
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they plunted, they build-
ed; till the day that Lot swent out of Sodom, when they were all de-

- stroyed, i : o )

Lorp, open out eyes before we are surprised by death,
35 those miserable sinners were in the days of Noah, and of
Lot. May this be a warning tous! And keep us, by thy
grace, from setting our hearts too eagerly upon the business,
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the cares, and pleasures, of this life, without considering
how soon and suddenly we may be called out of it and that
day avertake us unawares. .

Luke,i%.15.  If ye being evil, know how to give good gifts unto yous
children ; how much more shall your heavenly Father give good things,
and his Holy Spirit, to them that ask him ! . -

O umravexiy Father, let it be unto ugaccording to this
~ thy Son’s most faithful -promise = For his sake give us thy
Holy &pirit, to live and act in us, to guide and assist us all
our days } and may we ever ask and be content with such
things as it shall please thee to give us! and grant that we
may never grieve thy Holy Spirit; never reject his godly
motioss, or render ourselves unworthy lits abode with us,
by living in any kiiown sin.

i e

A short and necessary Tnstruictfn Jor the Lord’s day
in the morning. o

Tur Lord, who kas blessed one day in seven, blesseth

“all those who keep it holy : and very terrible have been his

judgments upon them that have profaned it.

It is your duty therefore, on 1his goad day, to lay aside
as much as possible, all worldly business; all worldly
thoughts ; all werldly pleasures ; that you may honour your
Creator to the best of your power ; by owning your depen-
dence upon him; by hearing his word, and his ¢command-
ments ; by asking his blessings, and giving him thanks for
his favours. I

If then it is our interest and our hapbinese., to serve God,
it is our duty to be at his house beforc his service begins ;
to shew thut we fear his majesty, and d:re not offer him
alame sacrifice ; to shew that we do indeed desire’ his bless-
ing, and take delight in serving him.

' When thereforc you come into the house of God, and
first kneel down say secretly this short prayer,



A sk ort Prayer at your cor ming into Chur ’1

May the good Spirit of . God dispose me unto, and assist
me in his service ! The Lord give us all a true and hvely

sense of out wants, and bf his mercy and presence agaxmt
us, that we may serve him with our hearts as well as with
our bOdle, and that our prayers may be heard; for the sake
of his Son Jesus Christ our'Lord ! &meis.

After thig, attend diligerdtly to what is said, and praYEd
for ; remembering that thc‘y are your prayets which aré of.
fﬂPd up to God; but that jou have no share in tHem, if
fbit do not mind what iz 4sked in your name:

That your heart muy go along -with your praycrsﬁ szy
softly, Amen, so be it, to every petition.  This is what the
most unlearned may do, and it may be the most learned can-
not do better, to keep their minds fritent upot whit they are
about,

When you confess your sins, do it with great seriousness

aiid concern, remembering that you ate fot ever undorte, if
you are not forg1v==n And then hear with comfort upon
what conditton God will pardon you: If you repent and
believe the gospel, you are sure to be forgiven,

When the word of God isvead or preached, be careful
to mind it, that you may know your duty, and the reward
of doingit; that you may observe the way of Ged'’s dealing
with mankmd, in 'aumshmg the wicked, and in protectmrr
and rewarding the righteous ; that you may know the man-
net of our 1ech,mption, and the great love of God in bring-
ing it to pass; that you may cee the dangers sct before you,
ever, remembering, that f"uth without which we cannot
p]c’lse God, cometh by hearing, and be’xrmg by the word of
Ged.” an X..17.

And-be sure to behave yourself w1th great reverence and
devution, while you are in the house- and presence of God ;
for if, when you should be on vour kneus, asking God’
pardon and blcssings, or standing to praise the Creator of
heaven and earth 3 if instead of do‘ng 0, you sit and slecp
away the time, or careless sly gaze, and think of other mata
ters, then you will return from God’s house with 2 curse,
and not with a blessing.
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‘And yet the very best of us, aftef all our care, have cause
to beg pardon even for the fau!ts of our devotions. 'There=-
fore, before you rise from your knees, say privately this short

prayer.
A short Prayér beforé you leave the Chirch.

Tae good Lord accept our duty, and seryice; pardon
our sins and infirmities ; give us what is needful for our
* 0uls, and for our bodies ; and keep us evermore under thy
protection, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour | dmen.

Aud now, God forbid that you should spend the remain-
der of this good day, so well begun, in sin and vanity !
Rather think how you may do most honour to your Crea-
tor and Redeemer, ‘

If you can read, you can both instruct yourself, and them
that will hear you. - .

. If you have children and servants, you can teach them
how to fear, and love, and to pray'to God.

And if you are unlearned, you can think of what you
have heard at church, and resolve to-do, to the best of your
knowledge, as you have been taught. .
~ Then will the Lord be with you, to bless you in the way
you go, to preserve and to prosper you.  For this is what
he hath declared, < Them that honour me, I will honour;
and they that despise me, shall be lightly esteemed.” 1 Sam-
uel; ik 30. ' ‘

. - .

i

4 Prayer fbr Sunday- Morhing.

O Lorp, who hast consecrated this day to thy service,
give us grace so to observe it, that ir may be the beginning
. of a happy week to us; and that none of thy judgments
may fall upon us for profaning it. ¢ Fix in our hearts this
great truth, that here we have no abiding pluce, that we may
wseriously and timely provide for another life 3 and grant that
this great concern may make us very desirSus to learn our
duty, and to do what thou requirest of us.  And blessed
be God, that we have churches to go to, that we have such
times set apart for the more public worship of our Creator,
“Fp : !
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their laboyrs, and give us Grace to profit by them, tha‘; they
and we may enjoy an everlasting Sabbath with thy saints in
heaven, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. T

A plain and useful I nsfructz"m Jor Sunday E’éenz‘ngx

Concerning the providence of God, or his wisdom and goodness in govs
. erning the world.

Tuat God is gieat, and to be greatly feared, we krow by
the world he hath made, and from his dreadful judgments.

That God is -good, and to be loved and worshipped, we
are convinced from his care of the whole creation,

-« For his tender mercies are over all his works,” Psalins,
cxlv. 9. “Therefore have his creatures the comfort of the
rain and sun, of food and shelter ; ‘the earth yields increase,
and the seas are stored with creaturcs inntimerable,

In the hand of God are these and all other blessings,
which he withholds, or giveth, according to his good pleas-
-ure, to teach.us that we wholly depend on him ;  that man
livéth not by bread alone, vior by his own industry, but by
the providence of God, who ordereth all conditions of life
for the best, for those that cannot choose for themselves.

And if he suffers some to be poor, it is because that cont=
dition is best for them now; but he will make them great
amends in the next world for what they want in this, if they
wiil be content and honest, neither murmur at their owg
Iot, nor envy that of others.

When God giveth riches, it is not to make them an oc-
casion of our ruin, but to trv our virtue 5 for, i/ we are not
bigh-minded, if we trust not in uncertain riches, but in the
tiving God ; of wedo giod with them, and readily distribufe
20 the necessity of others; then are riches a real blessing,
and help to bring us to eternal life, 1 Tim. vi. 17.

If he bringeth us into afiliction, it is not that he is pleass
ed with the miseries of his ereatures, dut be is shewing
shem their transgressiony be is apening their ear to discipline,
‘that they may return from iniquity, and save their souls from

death eternal, Job, xxxvi g,
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If he suffers us to be tempted, it is not that we might fall;
but to make us more sensible of our own weekness, that we
may come to him for help, on whom we depend, whs will
ot suffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear ;
and who will reward our poor endeavours with unspeakable
happiness. ! ) ‘

If we have friends, it is the favour of God to uys; and,
if we have enemies, they are rods in his hands either to cor-
rect us, or to make us careful of our ways.

The Devit himself, that powerful spirit, is under God’s
command, to execute his judgments upen wicked men,
while theythat trust in the Lord hath nothing to fear, for
he hath no power to hurt them.

Happy are we, who know these things now; and we
shall be for ever happy if we live according to this belief.,

For then we shall trust in the Lord with all our heart,
and not lean unto our own understanding,

‘We shall call upen him for what we want, and thankful-
ly receive what he is pleased to send.  Eor ‘¢ shall we re-
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil ?? Job, ii. 10. C

‘We shall hope for his favour when we mean well, and
never expect his blessing when our designs are evil.

We shall look upon God’s time as the best, and not grow
impatient when our desires are not answered.

‘We shall acknowledge his hand in every thing that be-
falleth us, and hope for his mercy even- when he is angry,
knowing, ¢¢ that all things shall work together for goed to
them that love God,” Rom. viii. 28. Thus shall we awell
under the defence of the Most Highy and shall be secure frem

Jear of evil.

A Prayer for Sunday Evening.

ArmvicaTy God, by whom all things were made, and
are-preserved, make us tryly thankful, for thy wonderfug
works of creation; for thine adorable providence in pre.
serving every thing that thou hast made : and for thine in-
finite power, wisdom, and ‘goodness, in the government of
the world.  But above all, we acknowledge thine infinite
love in the redemption of the world, by thy Son our Lord
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Jesus Christy and thy goodness in sending by him this
comfortable message to thy distressed creatures—7hat who-
soever. receiveth and bélieveth in himy shall not perishy buf
hatve eternal life. © We bless thee for his holy doctrine and
example ; ‘and for his precious death, and glorious resurreca
tion, by which our sad condition, and thine unspeakable
love, have been wonderfully slixewn to us. . We give thee
thanks for thy holy word, by which thy works of 'mercy
and providence have been preserved, and thy will made
known unto mankind. We bless thy holy name, for sanc-
tifying one day ‘in seven to thy service, to keep up the
knowledge and remembrance of thee, and of our creation
and redemption ; and for appointing thy ministers to pub-
lish these truths to us in thy name, that we mayrender un-
‘to thee that honour, love, and obedience, which becometh
creatures to pay to their Creator. And we beseech thee, O
God, to give us all such a deep and lasting sense of thy
great and undeserved mercies to us, that our hearts may be
unfeignedly thankful, and that we may shew forth thy
praise, net only with our lips, butin our lives; by giving
up ourselves to thy service, and by walking before thee, in
holiness and righteousness all our days: and as we often
hear how we ought to walk, and to please God, we may
continue to do so unto our lives end, through jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen,

e AT

A short Admonition to aifl, and especially to Masa
ters of Families.

AmoncsT the many growing vices of this profane age,
one wretched and ungodly custom is too common ; v7z. of
people’s falling to their meals, as the beasts do to their fod-
der, without any thoughts of God, or thanks for his bless-
ings.*  And even too many of those who have not quite

"‘G‘rn/w before meals, the practice of the Romane.
Hec priys ant Epulas, aut Munera grata Lyceei,
Fas curquam tetigisse fuit, quam multa precatus

In mensam, 8il Itabcus,

¢ Nor touch’d the meat, nor tasted was the wine,
Till every guest implor’d the pow’rs divine,'
/ N . 2 .
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Jaid aside this christian duty, perform it after such a slight
- and negligent manner, as makes it as sinful as the omission,

When a man, like ourselves, bestows a favour, we natur-
ally give him thanks.  Are not food, and the supports of
life and health, mighty blessings ? Is not God the sole giver
of these? Are they not.. worth askmg, and gwmg thanks
for ? this shews plainly, that this sin, bemg against the very

“natural notions of sense and gratitude, is of the Devil, who

makes the table of too many to become a snare and a curse
to them, by intemperance, gluttony, and drunkenness.,

- All chrisiians who have any regard to the example of their
Saviour, who always glorified” God, and gave bim public
thanks for his blessings; or to the example of St. Paul,
who would not omit this duty, though in bonds, and in the
presence of a numerous company of heathens.* All chris-
tians, seemg the reasonableness of this duty, and the sin of
emitting it, or of not performing it after a serious manner,
will be inexcuseable before God, if they neglect to glorify
him at their daily meals.

Now, that the most unlearned, may not want words to
express their thanks, and beg God’s blessing upon theme
selves, and their dazly foed, these followmg may be madc
use of.

b i

Grace before our Meals.

O Gop who gweth food unto all flesh, grant that we may
receive these thy gifts with thy blcssmg, and use them with
sobriety and thankful hcarts, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Grace afier qur DMeat.

Make us truly thankful, O Lord for our daily bread,
and for all other mercies whlch we recewe ; and help us
to love and serve thee, the giver of all good for Jesus
Christ’s sake,  Amen.

¥ Acts, Xxvii, 35,
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Batracts from Sir Fames Stonehouse’s Spiritual Directions
For the Unconverted.®

DIRECTIONS CONCERNING PRAYER.

Pray without ceasing; that is to say, be continnally in a_disposition to
pray : Let your iequests be made known unto God in the name of
Christ, and praise him for every blessing you have yecéived, :

Pravsr may with propriety be divided into sudden and
solemn. By the former we offer up short and sudden peti-
tions at the throne of Grace, on every occasion, in the
midst of our worldly employments. By the latter we quit
our worldly employments, that we may in a more enlarged
and ‘solemn manner, address our heavenly Father: The
Jatter has approgriated the name of Prayer to itself, though
both are equally so, and equally acceptable in the sight of God,
if offered up in the name of Christ, according to his will,

Sudden petitions are called #jaculations : The uninstruct-
ed reader perhaps will best understand me, if I give some
instances of this kind of prayer, Thus the first office of
every morning, should be thanksgivings, which may be ex<
pressed in some such ejaculation as this, -

Praised be thy holy name, O Lord, my Redeemer, for
préserving me from the dangers of the past night, and for
adding another day to my past life.  Give me I beseech
thee, grace, that I may employ it to thy glory, and the sal-
vation of my immortal soul, )

But besides the morning, there will other occasions offer
for pious cjaculations all the day long ; and I would earnest-
Iy recommend them as the best means of guarding “agaihst
the first assaults of temptation, and of keeping up constznt ‘
communion with God. Thus on some remarkable deliver-
ance, you may say—¢ Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for
this mercy.” * On some good work performed—¢ Thanks
be to God who has enabled me to perform this work ; Iam
nevertheless an unprofitable servant.”  QOn some sudden
appearance of danger—¢ Good Lord, deliver me from this

*This excellent little brok, and Friendly Advice to a Patient, by the
same author, are bound together, and published by the Society for pro=, -
moting Christian Knowledge. . :
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danger?  Or—s¢ Take me, O God, under thy protection.®
On ‘some sudden temptation from Satan the world, or the
flesh—¢ Guard me against this temptation.”  Gn some fall
into sm through ‘infirmity—¢ Pardon, I beseech thee, thig
my sin.”  On some sight of your own LOTI‘UPUOH-—&»“ Give
-me a new heart, and renew a right spirit' within ine.” On
hearing of the death of friends—¢¢ Teath me so to number
my days, that I may apply my heart unto wisdom,” and
such like.

Every sentence of the Lord’s prayer likewise may bé con-
‘81dered and used, as a dlstmct eJaculatxoﬁ i as may every
petition, or thanksglvmg in the Bible ; - (or in any prayer)
if it suits your case : Endeavour therefore to become ¢« a
scribe well instructed in the kingdom of heaven % Study
the word of God, and you will never wantf exprcssxons to
carry on this heavenly correspondence.

Solemn prayer may well be divided into two parts, orcas
sivnal and stated. Occasional, as in times-of affliction, or
sickness ; the mind of man being then, like a weak plant,
under pressure, and God its only support ; and every im-
portant occasion in life will furnish matter for prayers suits

“able to.it. Stated or fixed to certain times and proper op«
portunmeS, as morning and evening prayers,

AT morning prayer, offer up thé followingj(or some oth-
er to the like purpose,) before you are engaged in any world-
ly business. An awe of God on your hearts will direct you
to use the most humble and devout postures, and jestures,
when you are addressmg him. Kneeling is undoubtedly
the most decent, ‘reverential and becoming posture : Yet,
when by sickness, weakness, or other unavoidable hindran«
ces, you cannot kneel, pray as you sit, stand, ride walk,
or lie in bed ; remembermg, that God at all times, (espemal—
ly at such times) regards not so much the posture of the
body, as the disposition of the heart: And that (as 'the
Psaﬂmst expresses it) «if any regard iniquity in their hearts,

¢ *Matt xm 25.

+Nature dlrects every man, (even the most proﬂ:gate) to stter sudden
e)aculatlons in cases of surprise or imminent danger, where there can
be no ‘time for preparation, (such’as “ Lord have mercy upon me,” &c.)
The natural language too of the illiterate, will readily express their own
sincere and devout sentiments, on any emergency ; and not the less acceps
gzr;le to God, for what we weak mortals should esteem an impropriety, or
efect,
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the Lard will not hear their prayers.” Peal. Ixvi. 18, Bd’t
in circumstances, where kneeling can be complied with, it
would be downrxght laziness; and great 1rrewrence, not ta
kneel.

Let me prevail onall my readers to rise early ; for the pll«
low i a treacherous counsellor, and time is too precious to
be lost in unnecessary indulgefice ; which may, in many cir-
cumstances, be more sinful than the generality of us are
aware ; For if they cannot comply with so small an instance
of self-denial, how can they be expected to comply with
others, which may be more difficult? Orily consider how
greatly the gain of an hour er two, every day from sloth and
insensibility, really adds to the term of your life, as well as
conduces to the preservation of your health, For in effect,
he can scarcely be said to live who has no serise of his be-
ing,nor use of his faculties ; and the habit of more orless.
. irdulgence, is known to make an astonishing difference in -
‘these last, when we are awake and capable of using thenr.

P

A Prayer for the Morning.

When this and the following prayer are used for family prayers read
we instead of I, eur for my, us “for me, with such other alterations ‘as cir-
cumstan€es may require. i ‘

ALMicaTY and most merciful God; with m}

Thanksgiving. - whole heart I thank thee for my- preservation

during the past night, and for adding another

day to my life, while so many are cut off unprepared and
unwarned.

) Itis of thy mercies, O Lord, that I alsoam

g‘“}f?ss‘on and not consumed : for mine iniquities have been
etition for

pardon. more than the hairs of my head ; and shouldst

thou enter into judgment with me, thou

wouldst be righteous, and I mustbe condemned and miseras

ble. But do thou, O Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,

through thy son Jesus Chrlst the great propmatlon, and let

not “my sins withhold good thmgs from me”  Jer.v 25.

To thee, O Lord, and to thy service, I here-

fglggg‘_ﬂmmw dedicate mySelf both soul and rody, to pro-

mote thy glory and my own salvation. 1 re-

solve, and will by the.grace of God so improve the time,
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which thou shalt be pleased to grant me, thatT may every
day increase in holiness, and persevere in it to the end of
my life, o . .
_ Strenigthen me, T beseech thee, by the as-
sistance of thy Holy spirit, without which I
, am unable to pursue these sincere purposes :
and secure mé by thy grace against the snares and tempta-
tions to which I am daily exposed. o

Send thy glorious gospel to the whole hu-
‘man tace, and give them the love and fear of
. thee: Bless my relations and friends: Bless
likewise ail those who remember me in their prayers ; and
those who have desired my prayers for them, Pardon my
encmies, and turn their hearts 3 and grant to all whatever is
needful, ot profitable, either for the welfare of their bod-
ies, or the salvatiod of their souls.

o Enable me, Lord of all power, and good-
gitét,‘sol;‘leg‘s’irng_ ness, faithfully to” perform the several duties

‘ belonging to my station in this life. Prosper

thoa the work of my hands, and bless my honest endeav-
ours. Guard my health and safety 5 and whatever I do,
may I do it «heartily as to the Lord;” thatI may be an
userul member of society, and a faithful servant of Christ.
May I live all the day long in thy fear, under a sense of thy
presence, in an humble trust in'thy fartherly protection, and
in a lively hope of everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ.
Amen. ,

Petition for as-
sistance.

Petition in be-
half of others.

~ On Sunday morning, let what follows betwen the hooks
[thus] be added, but at no other time.

" {I thank thee, O Lord, for setting apart a day for the no-
ble employment of joining with my fellow-christians in the,
public worship and service of our great Creator and Re-
deemer. Tecach me to remember this thy command ; and
to shew my obedience in devoutly attending on thy worship,
and fetventlyjoining in the several parts of it.  Let thy
wotds delivered, and explained by the mouth of thy minis-
‘ters, find a ready admission into my heart, and not be lost
through carelessniess, or rendered fruitless by the vain pur-
suits of the world.]

O thou that hearest prayer, here these my imperfrct pe-
“ petitions humbly presented in thy Son’s name ; by whose
' Q
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gospel 1 have been instructed, injoined, and encouraged thus
to address thee in behalf of myself, and my fellow-crcatures.

Qur Father, which art in heaven ; hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come; thy will be done in earth asitis in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil ;
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen,

At the conclusion of your devotions, it can never be im-
proper to add these important words of the apostle, which
contain a summary of all the inestimable blessings which
you have been imploring 3 and of all, which constitute the
happiness of a christian.

2 Cor. xiii 14. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the Jove of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost,
be with us all, this day [or night] and for evermore ¥ Amen.

‘When you arise from your knees be very thankful that
God has allowed you, through the merits and intercession
of his Son, the privilege of prayer. Reflect seriously on
the temper, in which you presented your addresses at the
throne of Divine Mercy : as whether you prayed with un-
derstanding, sensible of your sins and wants ; with ferven-
cy, with hope to succeed, and with love to your brethrem.
Remember likewise that you live suitably to your prayers,
ard continue heavenly-minded all the-day long.

A evening prayer be particularly watchful against drow-
siness, and never fix the hour too late in your family, as
they will then be unavoidably fatigued and sleepy. Go not
therefore to your knees in such a disposition, and with care-
lessness and indifference, merely ount of custom, and to
keep up the form of prayer, frequently gaping and half
asleep 5 but be conscientious in this solemn duty, with an
eye to the great God of heaven and earth : always remem-=
bering, that inattentive lifeless prayer is an unacceptable of-
fering, and all confidence in that is an abomination to the
Most High.  Consider too, that one sentence issued from
the heart, and sincerely acgompanied, by the affections, is of
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more value than many pages carelessly read over, or the
most complete forms inattentively repéated : Whether there-
fore your prayers be long, or short, keep your heart with all
diligence ; ‘and be sure they are not short for want of fer-
vour. Letevery one of you, when you pray, be slow in your
utterance, and earnest in your affections : make a stop at
the end of every petition, that you may ponder upon the
inestimable worth of the blessing youimplore 5 that it may -
be the desire of your heart, as well as the request of your
tongue ; and may the God of goodness enable you, “in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving,
to let your requests be made known to him.”. Phil.iv,6

A Prayer for the Evening.

MosT gracious God, I humbly thank thee

Thanksgiving. for having safely brought me to the conclusion

o of this day; and for all thy past as well ag

present miercies; but above all for Jesus Christ thy Son,

for his glorious gospel, and the hope of a far better life in
thy eternal kingdom.

’ I acknowledge, O Lord, that I am a'sinful

Confession.  creature 3 that [ have made very ungrateful ye-

A turns to thine infinite goodness; and often
transgressed thy commandments : For which, and for whate
ever sins I have this day committed in thought word, or
deed, 1 desire to be sincercly penitent.* ’

. Father of everlasting compassion, pardon
Peté“o" for — for thy Son Jesus Christ’s sake, all my sins
parcon. both of omission and commission, ¢ I have
destroyed myself, but in him is my help”+ I rely on
him, as my Saviour: I submit to him as my Lord ; and I
desire to comply with the reasonable, and gracious terms
proposed in the gospel

*Here make a short pause for recdllection, and seeret confession of the
sins and railings of the day: But a more particular confession may be

made i, p tvate, either before or after prayer, as we have time for fuller
selivexomination.

1 Hos. xiil 9
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Grant me, O Lord, the assistance of thy
grace to supply the weakness of my endeavors,
to reform my depraved will, and to govern'all
my affections. Preserve me from the sin of unbelief in thy
promises, and let me ever remember them, to my great and

endless comfort. '
Be merciful and gracious to the whole race

Petition for
assistance,

bPﬁ‘}tlitlifm'l fin of mankind ; particularly those to whom Iam
others. more immediately related, as likewise to this

family. 1 beg thy blessing on all those who
pray for me; and particularly on the afilicted. Reconcile
them, O Lord, to their suffermgs, and all of us to thyself ;
and give them and me, whatsoever thine infinite wisdom
knows to be necessary, both for our spiritual and temporal
welfare. )

1 commit myself unto thee, O God, this
night, beseeching thee to give me rest, and to
keep me in safety ; “Or, if my soul should be
required of me before the morning light, receive me to thy
mercy, through the merits and mediaton of Jesus Christ,
in whom thou art always well pleased,  Amen. '

For rest and
protection.

On Sunday evening let what follows between the hooks
[thus] be added to this prayer, but at no-other time,

[Most gracious God, I'lament, thatIleve thee no better;
and am grieved to think of my coldness and inattention,
which has too ofien appeared during my attendance on the
solemn service of this thy day. = Accept of such imperfect
offerings as I have made.  Grant that T may meditate on
thy law with ‘profit and delight; and that the good seed
sown may take deep root in my heart, and bring forth abune
dant fruits ; that somy conversation may be such, as becom-
eth the discipline and follower ef my blessed instructor and
master Jesus Christ.  Amen.)

O thou that heareth prayer, &c. See Morning Prayer,
QOur Father, &c. ~

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c.

. Tuese pfayers I have divided regularly, as such divis-,
lons may be of grear use, by preserving order, and prevent-
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ing confusion in our addresses to God, particularly in re-
mmdmg us of what we want, and for what we ought to ask,
It is therefore hoped, that the sever.l heads, or divisions,
will be carefully observed and imprinted in our memomes,
with a view to which, I have i-sertcd these divisions in the
margin on the sides of the prayers. By the blessing of God
on the use of these means, we may be enabled i time to pur-
sue the same order and method both morning and evening,
in our own words and expressions ; namely, in thanksgivings
and petitions formed out of our own hearts. A circum-
stance greatly to be desired, as it will bring the mind to an
habit of regular prayer; but this can only be attained by a
dlllg(?*]t use of our talents; that is to say, by devout and
constant practlcc. :

The use too of these divisions, I think, may be extended
still farther; as by this method, such as are young, may hap-
pily become acquainted with the design, and meani'ng of
what they repeat; so as more early in life to anquire the
inestimable habit of praymg with the understandmg, and
performing to their Creator, in their youth, a reasonable ser-
vice.

Nothing can be of greater izﬁportance to your improve-
ment in a religious life, than turning your morning prayers
into questions In the evening, to see how far you have en-
deavoured to be what you have prayed to be.  As for in-
stance, after having used the Lords prayer in the morning,
ask yourselves these questlom in the evening. Do I hals
low God's holy name ? Do I desire his kingdom of grace
may come here, and his kmgdom of glory hereafter ? Do §
destre his will may be done in me, and by me, and do I act
accordingly 2 &c. &c.

THERE is-a stated time of short address to the Almighty,
when we sit down to our meals.  Qur Saviour, while on.
earth, glorified God, by solemnly looking up to heaven, and
blessing the loaves and fishes, before he distributed them to
those who sat down to eat: (see Mark, vi. 41.) And St.
Paul, though in bonds, in presence of a numerous company
of heathcns, would not omit this necessary duty. God
intended we should use, with moderation, all his good

*Acts, Xxvii. 55
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things; but asking his blessing on them, and thanksgiving
for them, is the condition. That the most ignorant there
fore may not want proper words for this purpose, Ishall -
add the following short forms. - .

e

Grace before Meals.

Bress, O Lord, these thy good creatures to our use, and
by them fit us for thy service, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

- ‘Grace after Meals.

Acceet our thanks, O Lord, for these, and all thy oth-
er mercies, and may we shew our gratitude by our lives,
through Jesus Christ. Amea,

An address to God ought, doubtless, to be most serious
and solemn ; let me entreat you therefore to be very com-
posed and reverential in the discharge of this duty; since
to perform it in a slight and negligent manner, must be
shocking to-all good men, and sinful before God 3 more sin-
ful, parhaps, than even the omission itself : And if he, who
asks the blessing of, or returns the thanks to the Almighty,
inthe name of the rest, should presume to doit in an irrev~
erent manner; every one present will, I hope, remember,
that he is as much obliged- to repeat the grace in his own
mind as if nothing had passed at t:ble. This is easily done
without appearing singulur, or giving any offence, should
you happen to be in the company of your superiors, whom
1t may not at all times be consistent with prudence to ad-
monish : For, in some cases, the very attempt would be pro- -
ductive of sneer, ridicule, and perhaps profaneness. tis
no man’s duty, to give an ill timed or unbecoming repri-
mand 3 and it is the province of reason to determine how
;ar such admonitions are decent, and likely to do good or

arm, ‘ '
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" Aslittle children are too often wninstructed at a time when tbey are most
4usceptible of improvement, the following pray er, either siorning or
evemng, will not, I hope be without use. .

»

MERcIFUL God, and Father whoartin heaven, look down,
Ibeseech thee, on a helpless child, Incline my heart to re-
member, love, and serve thee, and keep me from every evil
thought, word, and work. May I grow in wisdom, as [
grow in stature, and be in favour with God and man. Make.
me dutiful to my parents, loving to my relations, obedient
to my teachers, and always in a disposition to hear advice,
and receive instruction. Keep me this day (or this night)
from every danger, and grant all my humble petitions, for
the sake of Jesus Christ my Saviour, in whom alone I can

be accepted.
"~ Our Father, &c.
The grace of our Lord, &ec.

As T cannot but be solicitous, lest any one, (be his situa-
tion or capacity ever so mean) should be destitute of proper
assistance for the performance of prayer: and as man
stand in need of forms for this purpose, I have for the bene~
fit of such, added what I apprehended to be of the most ge-
neraluse. YetI am very sensible that no precomposed
forms can be so compiled, as to suit the particular circum-
'stances of every ' 'man ; consequently, he must often lie
under the necessity of cloathing his own thoughts in his
own language, when he approaches the throne of Grace
and he is undoubtedly obliged (as far as he is able) to en~
deavour after proper and reverential expressions; though
it is not te be expected, that an uninstructed clown should
pray any more than behave, with the same elegance as the
gentleman, who has had a hbural education.

It is to be hoped, that such as are hcads of families, (if
they have any regard to their own etexnal salvation, and
that of their domestics) will not fail to pray with them eve~
ry morning when it can be complied with, as well as every
evening.

It is of small importance to us what such, or such a man
does, or says ; or what motions the world may entertain of
outside appearances.  Is the gospel true 2 If it be, (as it
surely is) then the bad lives, nechf—rence, or ignorance of
others, will be no more an excuse for our disobedvcnce, than
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the extravagance of another in spending the means of his
subsist2nce, would be a rule to us, if we had been so indis-
creet as to-spend our own.
. The too general diSuse therefore of family prayer, can-

niot afford him the least shadow of 'a pretence to counte-,
nance our neglect of it. Consult the scriptures, and emu-
late the heroic resol:tion uf the brave Joshua, when he
said, even on the supposi:ion of his being deserted by the
wiole nation. ¢ As for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord.” Josh xxiv. 15. We will faithfully retain, ase
sert, and adorn religion. Surely his ought to be the sincere
reolution, and constant practice of every christian master
or mistrzss of a family. ~ Without this, none can reasona-
bly expect to have dutiful children, or faithful servants, not
justly hope to have God’s blessing in this world, or his fa-
vour and acceptance in that which is to come. The depravi-
ty of the world, in which we are about to enter, and the va-
rious temptations and dangers, which we are unable to fore-
sce, or prevent, may well suggest to us the great propsiety
of imploring the grace, protection, and blessing of Ged be-
fore we go abroad ; and will also afford a very strong argua
ment for uniting our petitions for it as a family, if provi-
dence gives us an opportunity

It remains to be observed likewise (in order to render the
influence of family prayer more lasting, and extensive) that
were all the members of every family frequently and seri-
ously to recollect, that they are dai'y to join together in
the solemn worship of the living God, and beg for each
other the fullnes. of all heavenly blessings, the preivous and
constant expectation’ of being so engaged, wo:ld help to
prevent bitter words, to suppress all instances of unkind-
niess, and to unite their hearts in love, zhat their prayers
might not be hindered. 1 Pet. iii. 7 '

Arnd let it be recollected, on every proper occasion, that
to in_.terce'de for each other, either as a family, or as 2 com-
munity in general (how little soever it may now be regarded)
18 one of the most important acts of christian charity ; the
means of bringing down on others blessings from on high,
and of filling our own hearts with extensive and brotherly
love. Itis alsoan act of spiritual charity, which the poor=
est are so capable of exercising, that they may be even rich
in ntercessionary alms 3 and surely none can allow theme.
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sclves to despise such alms since the chiefest of the apogs
most earnestly and frequently solicited them,*

T s

DIRECTIONS ‘CONCERNING OUR CONVERSATION,

Converse frequently on religious subjects + and for that purpose, he pat-
ticularly careful in the choice of your company, and in keeping a strict
:guard over your topgue, ‘ :

TuaaT ybur conversation may be edifying to yourself, and
others, be watchful to prevent its turning on idle and. im-
proper topics:. And, in order to prevent it, the best guard
will be the introduttion of some religious subjects, where
it can be done with propriety, the particulars of which, be-
ing as numerous as those of heavenly contemplation, I need
not name. The things mest worthy of your meditation, are
mest worthy of your discourse. I shall here add some cau-
tions with regard to the government of your tongue in
general, which I must beg you carefully to observe ; for,
says 3t. James, ¢ If any man pretends to be r:ligious, and
bridle not his tongue, that man’s religion is vain. Jas, i. 26.

#3ce Roms xv. 30.+~Col. iv. 12.~1 Tim, ii. 1.

1The following hints will shew the use of writing down suitable miate«
rials for conversation with the afflicted.  As for instince : Observe to
them, that afflictions are.appointed by the wisdom and goodness of God,
which is an argument for resignation and comfort : Remark the examples
of Eli, Job, and Christ: Urge that afHlictions,are designed as blessings,
and that God Is out of kindnesssevere: If it be objected, that affliction
is peculiarly calamitous ; it may be answered, God, the unerring God,
prescribed it, and therefore it is proper. If it be enquired wha: benefits
arise from it ?# Reply, that it weans us from the world, and may bring us
to Christ, after whom, while ke was on earth, not the rich and gay, but
the poor and aflicted, sought, and still seek ; that Christ has pardon of
sin, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and eternal life to bestow; that we should
therefore be ferventin prayer: Kecommend this by the examples of Dan-
iel, David, and T{annah : Asscrt, that prayer will not tend to dejeet, but
to elevate the mind : Advise cheerfuluess:". Ohserve, that this disposition
under misfortunes, or a release from them, is not to be obtained bythe
visits of worldly company, but by prayer,’ and consulting the scriptures,
the treasury of comfortr; that earchly friends cannot give it: That
God is both able and willing to bestow that peace which the world, and
worldly things cannot give; a peace which surpasses all underscanding,
and without which the greatest monarch on earth is an object, not of en-
vy, but of compassion.  After the same manne: we may make memo-
sendums of suitable heads for conversatian on other religious subjects,

t



Fivrst « Let the glorious name of Almighty God never be
mentioned, unless on weighty, and just occaslons ; and even
then, let your heart always be affected with the most serious
consideration of that eternal Being before whom you speak.
God is highly dishonoured, when his name is bandied to
and fro in common conversation, without due respect of his
incomprehensible greatness. '

Secondly : When you speak of your ueighbour, speak all
the good you know of him truly and readily, whether he
be friend or foe; yet always behind his back, rather than
before his face.  If any thing evil, or derogatory to his
character must be published, be sure you speak not by here-
say, but according to your personal knowledge; nor even

~then, without a lawful calling, as when you are summoned
before a magistrate’ to béar witness to the truth, or when
hurt has arisen, or may arise to others from the evil; or
when you know of any one, who has authority to redress it,
In such cases, and to such persons, we ought to speak of
the evil we know of our neighbours, but not otherwise. To
uncover the nakedness of ouu brethren, without a just call-
ing, is extremely unlawful, and exceedingly pernicious: It
always begins in self love, and ends in contention. An
impertinent meddling in the concerns of others, is a direct
breach of that admirable rule of the Apostle, «Study to be
quiet, and mind your own business.” (1 Thess. iv. 11.)—
And it is well known what violent animosities, furious re-
sentments, and implacable hatreds arise from a disregard to
it. Indeed, where you have authority, apprehend it may
be well received, or are in any degree personally concerned,
ic will be quite proper to tell your neighbour himself of his
faults. Our Lord’s rule is 3 % If thy brother trespass against.
thee, rebuke him ; and if he repent, forgive him.” Luke,
xvil. 3. -

Thirdly : When you speak of yourself, let it be modestly,
without vaunting, or boasting. Never praise yourself with-
out absolute necessity, or when you are unjustly traduced,
or in defence of your own innocence : It would, however,
be imprudent to speak any thing, which tends to your own
disadvantage, or proclaim your own faults. Let your

_speech be sincere, honest, and edifying ; let it be fitted to
the time, the place, the occasion, and to him, with whom
you converse ; and let it tend to the glory of God, the dis-
paragement of sin, and the defence of good men, and gor+
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tuings ; and it will be an argument to others of a gracious
heart, well stored with wisdom, and replenished with virtue.
Flee every temptation, which is likely to draw you into
sin; and weigh well, and often, the precept given by St.
John, as a tender father tohis dear child under that beauti-
ful and expressive phrase, < Littlz children, (too apt to be:
pleased with every toy and trinket) keep yourselves from
idols 3” mnot only from those of the heathen, but from every
sort which might alienate. your regard from God. Every
allurement, by which the Devil entices you to sin, such as
riches, honour, pleasures, company, and sensualities of any
kind, are the several idols (toys or trinkets) which he pre-
sents as the objects of admiration and worship : Itis just the
same to him which you take: Whatever draws off your
affections from God, will equally answer his ends. Be ever
observant therefore of the directions here given, and then
none of thess idols can gain the ascendency in your heaxt.

e | s

REMARKS ON POINTS OF CONTROVERSY, AND QW CHARITY
TOWARDS ALL DENOMINATIONS OF CHRISTIANS.
¥

1. As there are many points of controversy and specula-
tion, which frequently have been destructive of true picty,and
preventive of the regular course of devotion, which I have
described ; I hope my readers will not perplex themselves
about such points: Such I mean as relate to the counsels,

~decrees, or supernatural operatious of the Almighty, which
He has not thought fit to reveal or explain in his written
~ word ; for,every contentious disputation about them, or cu-
_rious searching into them, may be looked on at least as the
offspring of a vain and fruitless curiosity, if not suggested
bp the terapter and enemy of mankind; and moreover
all peremptory decisions of them, as a compound of human
weakness, and arrogance. However important such points
may seem to some, I am fully satisfied, they are of very lit-
tle importance towards the great end of our blessed Saviour’s
coming into the world; namely, the salvation of man.—
This persuasion of mind is to me a preservative against all
religious doubts ; the great comfort of which, and the hope,
that others may reap the same invaluable benefit, make it
necessary for me to be more explicit on this subject,
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2. I must likewise beg leave to recommend, in the strong«
est manner, (what is indeed in a great measure the conse-
quence of my former position: I mean) very favourable
thoughts of, and expressions towards, those pious and sin-
cere christians, who differ in their sentiments concerning
the cerimonial part of religion, or any manner not expressly
commanded, or clearly revealed in scripture.  This, if not
thg very essence of christian charity, ought, I am sure, to be
inseparably connected with it. However, so far as the two
particulars T have here mentioned may be distinguished from
cach other, I shall submit a few remarks on each, to the
consideration of my readers.

1. First: As to abstruse points, I freely own, that my
daily use of the scriptures, and my steady attention to them,
has greatly abated my regard to what is not there clearly
revealed, or from thence manifestly deduced 5 since many
opinicns fiercely contended for on one side, and opposed
with the greatest earnestness and zeal on the other, seem
to me (after what has, T hope, been a carcful, and impartial
examination) rather different in appearance, than in sub-
stance ; and on the whole to be, as I have already obseyved,
of very little signification, or use, in our wzy to heaven. For
these reasons I have studiously avoided whatever might léad
to any of these peculiarities, which have so unhappily div.d-
ded christians of different denominations.  The church of
Christ would more illustriously display the spirit, and con-
form to the rules of, its blessed founder, were these less
studicd or regarded. T have too often seen the understand-
ing so darkened by prejudice in favour of precarious sys-

- tems, that the clearest, the most important,, and invariable

truths of holy writ, have been made to depend on such
particular, and doubtful interpretations, as might best con-
duce to the support of those notions. A mclancholy proof,
thzt the champions of controversy labour not so much to
form their plan from scripture, as to wicst Scripture for the
‘suppor. of their plan. ‘
Qur divine master himself has given us an infallible rule
for ‘he direction of our judgment, in declaring that ¢ the
tree is known by its fruits;” ‘and he has taughr us by his
Apo'tle, that «“Faith worketh by Love.” A due attention
t.» this might certainly prevent agreat number of presump-
t ous inquities, and unnecessary, if not unmeaning distinc-
tons. faithmay (alas it will) aﬂ/’ord matter of controver-
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sy : Fape will be differently founded : but Charity (declared
the greatest, and most important of the three) can admit of
no debate, or doubt; yet whilst we enter into curious re-
searches after, and endless disputes about, the two former,
how often do we disregard, and entirely lose sight ‘of the
latter | Thus perplexing cur minds, and souring our tem-
pers “with vain janglings,” to the manifest detriment of
that vital holiness, on which our peace depends; of that
holiness, I say, which it is the grand end of the gospel to
prgmote ; and which is the only proof, that we actually are
what we would be thought,

Ye different sects, who all declare,
Lol hereis Christ, or Christ is there;
If real proofs ye mean to give,

Show me as christians how ye live.

2. Secondly, as to the favourable thoughts, which I
sincerely entertain,and openly profess towards those, whose,-
o.inions are different from each other, or from my own,
either relating to ceremonies, or other matters not ex-
pressly commanded, or clearly revealed in scripture, (by
which I more particularly mean those, who in England
- conform to our ecclesiastical establishment, and thase who
dissent from it) I will only. in a Few words say, that as
such a candid disposition in the state of imperfection, ap-
pears to me a necessary, and distinguishing characteristic of
christianity, I hope I shall always retain, and study’ to
cultivate 1t.

I am known to be a member of the Church of England,
and think I have sufficient reasons for my adherence to it.—-
Ilock not for perfection in-any thing of mere human insti-
tution : I am not taught by her to expect it inher own in-
stitutions, or decisions.—No l—Permit me to mention it
to her honour, that in her articles ¢ She acknowledges the
holy Seriptures to be the only rule of Faith ;— does not ar-
rogate to herself infallibility‘:-— nor pronounce as hopeless,
reprobate, and damned, those who are not within her pale.”
On these principles is founded my invariable attachment to
the established church ; which whilst I profiss in this public
manner, ;I scruple not at the same time to declare, that in
Good will, Love and Charity, I account myself, and desire
to be accounted the Fellow-Member and Brother of every
real Christian ; by which I would be understoed to mean
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the candidly religious, and truly good of all denominations.
Let us not forget the reprimand given by St. Paul to the
Censurer, in these divine words, ¢ For who art thou that
judgest another Man’s Servent? One Man esteemeth one
day above another ;— Another esteemeth every day alike—
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He
that regarneth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard
it.  And we shall all stand before the judgment-seat of
Christ.” Rom. xiv. 4. ’

But are we obliged to comply with all tempers, or pe-
culiarities contrary to order, and to our own maturest judg-
ment ? I auswer—By no means,—1 highly honour Piety
and Virtue 5 and I mostsincerely pity Enthusiasm, Error,
and Prejudice, wheresoever they appear; Yet when I ap-
prehend that these concur, as they too often do, in the same
persons, ¥ would no more conform to their ideas of public
worship, or be incorporated with them, than I would make
them the subject of scoffs and ridicule : And whilst what I
look upon asan error in judgment, is the object of my com-
passion, not of my resentment, it shail, by the grace of
God, bemy constant endeavour, as it is clearly my duty,
¢if it be possible, and as much as lieth in me, to live peace-
ably with all men,” Rom. xii. 18.

;‘iN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION.*

OF SELF-EXAMINATION.
4 Prayer before Selft Examination.

O TEou great searcher of hearts, who seest and knowest
all my gins; help me so to search every secret of my heart,
that I mway leave no sin, if possible, unrepented of. Give
me grace so impartizlly to judge and condemn myself, so
hembly to repent and beg parden, that I may not be cons

*This bffice and the following prayers, and all the prayers in this book,
whose awthors’ names are not given, are from “ a New Manual of Devos
tion, in three parts,” or from books published by the Society for pro-
moting Christian Knowledge.
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demned, when I shall appear at thy tribunal, in the great
and terrible day of the Lord Jesus.
. But, alas! after the most strict examination we can make,
_who can number his iniquities ? Who can tell how oft he

offendeth ? Cleanse me, therefore, O Lord, I beseech thee,

not only from my presumptuous and known sins, but from
a1l secret and unknown transgressions, for his sake, who
died for qmners, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

e

Motives to Examination ; together with some Rules
to be observed therein.

Having devoutly prayed for God’s assistance, doubt not
but he will vouchsafe it you. And the better to dispose
your heart to the duty of self-axamination ;
~ Consider seriously with yourself, ¢« That it is appointed

for all men once to die, and after death to be called to Judg-
ment. That God hath appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ. At whose
commg, all men shall rise again with their bodies, ‘and shall
give an account of their own works : And they that have
done good, shall go into life everlasting ; and they that have
done evil, into everlasting fire : For the books shall be open-
ed, and the dead shall be judged out of the things written in
those books according to their works. And then consider
how much, how nearly it concerns you to judge yourself
before that time, that you benot judged, thatis, condemn.-
" ed of the Lord.

« Since then you must give an account of yourself, of all
your thoughts, words, and actions; and be acquitted or
condemned at the last day, according as they have been con-
formable to the law of God, or not ; with what seriousness,
with what sincerity, and religious awe ought you to set
about this great work ? so that by comparing your life with
the law of God, you may perceive wherein you have done
amiss, and heamly repernt of your sins; and by the grace

. of God, resolve to lead a new life ; in all things contorm-
ing yourself to his holy will and pleasure, and then you
shall not be condemned of the Lord.

« Again: Consider with yourself, that now is the time
of salvation : that by the use of these means of grace, vou
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saay get an opportunity of reconciling yourself to your ofs
fended God ; of doing the work you are sent to do ; and of
making yourself capable of salvation; which you know not
how soon may be taken from you. ‘

« And that this consideration may have the better effect

_upon you, imaginé yourself a while in the other world,
among separate and departed spirits, whose season and op-
portuniry of action 1s over ; upon whom the sun of grace;
as well as natural life, is gone down, and that night come,
in which no man can work ; who are either happy or mis-
erable for ever. ' :

¢« Consider with yourself seriously the condition of , these
spirits. what thoughts and sentiments they have of things,
what they think of a sinful, and what sense they have of a
holy and religious life; what inward rejoicings they have,
who were so wise and happy, as to apply themselves to vis-
tue and piety : and how do they now justify and approve of
their conduct, blessing and adoring the graee and goodness
of God. And what anguish, rage, self-condemnation, and
regret, those return upen themselves, who lived and indul-
ged themselves in sin and wickedness! How do they un-
wish all their past thoughts and actions, their designs and
undertakings, their business and employments, their pleas-
ures and their friendships, their vain conversations, and
their meiry meetings, their jests on religion, and upon good -
men, yea, and their very being: too : I say hnw do they un-
wish all these things ; how passionately do they wish again
for those ~pportunitics which they once had, but can never
again recover ; and which you now have, but are too aptto
misspend and trifle away : not considering this life is the
only opportunity for transacting the great affair of eternityy
and that though it is now in your power to be happy, yet it
will not be always so; for your day will end, and your night
will come. 4And therefore, it highly concerns you, te employ
the present time well, and to work whilst it is called to day,
before the night cometh, when no man can work. Cone
sider seriously of these things, and, by the grice of God,
they will work upon your heart, and make it more Lum-
ble, more ¢onsiderate, more disposed for repentance and
devotion and more susceptible of divine impressions.

2dly: ¢ After you have so long considered of these things,
as to be affected -with them, set yourself as in the presence
of almighty God/who knoweth 2ll things, and carefully exe
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amine into the state and condition of your soul. For which
purpose you may use the heads of examination that follow, .
or such other as you find better suited to your condition :
and where you find you have offended God, you ought
sorrowfully to confess and bewail your having so done, and
resolve by his grace to amend for the future, ®
¢¢ For you are to consider, examination is in order to ate
tain a true and distinct knowledge of yourself, and the ac-
“tions of your past life ;5 and especially to bring your sins to
remembrance, with all their aggravating circumstances ; *so
that considering the folly of them, and the evil consequence
thereof, you may be brought to a hatred and abhorrence of
them ; to a hearty sorrow for them, and thorough purpose
of forsaking them. And moreover, examination is in order
to recollect what temptations have usually prevailed on you,
and to consider before-hand, whether the same, or what oth-
er, are, or may be most liable to prevail, so that you may
arm yourself against them by holy resolutions, and watchful-
ness, and circumspection ; and also fo try the temper and
disposition of your mind and heart, whether you are so re-
signed, contented, and humble, and have such love and!“
charity, and such other holy dispositions, as the gospel re4
quires ; that if you have not, you may endeavour, by thg
assistance of God’s grace, to attwin them: and also may
take up such holy resolutions, that every thought (so far as
human infirmity will admit) may be brought into subjection
to the will of God. And when you have in some measu-e
attained to newness of life, you may endeavour to grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ’
¢ I say, self-examination is in order to bring you toj2 true
and sincere repentance ;3 by which I do not mean, a sorrow
for sin only, but also an entire change of mind; andan.
effectual reformation of life; so as hereafter to ¢deny all
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,fﬁghteous-
ly, and godly in this present evil world ;3° not allowing your-
self in the continuance of any known sin; but sincerely
practising whatsoever you shall understand tobe your duty ;
and to ¢ bring forth fruits meet {or repentance’ by ceasing
$o do evil and learning to do good : That is, in short, to live
a holy life, which consists in a constant and persevering
obedience to all the commands of God, in a gospel sense 3
(allowing for human weaknesses and imperfections) which
I take to be the proper meaning the holy scriptures give of
- 8
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reperitance; and upon which only there is any promise of
salvation. . ,
« When therefore you have carefully examined yourself,
and (as it may be proper) set down in writing what sins youy
find you have committed, and what duties you have negs
lected ; consider them in all their aggravating circumstan-
ces; whether they have been done against the checks of
conscience, agzinst the motions of God's Holy Spirit, and
perhaps some of them frequently, and against your resolus
tions to the contrary. But there may be yet greater aggrie
vations of sin ; namely, When the sinner has committed 1t se
often, and lived in it so lgng, that it is become‘l‘labitual of
customary, to him; and instead of being ashamed and cons
founded for it, he makes a mock at it 3 and not only takes
pleasure and delight. but boasts and glories therein.  The
pecessity of considering the several aggravations of our sins,
appears from hence, because the circumstances we were iny
when we committed such or such a sin, may not alitile en-
hance and increase our guilt; and a sin attended with many
aggravating circumstances in the commission thereof, re-
quires a proportionable degree of sorrow and humiliation,
in order to our forsaking it, and obtaining pardon for it.
¢«'This being dorie, endeavour to possess your mind with a
setise of the great evil of sin; how contrary it is fo God’s holi«
1esy, to his will, to his commands, his goodness, his justice, and
e'\fe\cially to the great mystery of gosliness 3 how contrary
alip \t is to man, to his reason a::d conscience, to his inward
peiceland satisfaction, and to his interest temporal and spir-
itual ‘present and futurc; that this is the only evil, which
was thanght worthy of the Son of God to deliver us from,
who died to redeem us from the bondage of sin and Satan.
¢ Endeavour to keep a constant remembrance of these
things in your mind ; for they will be of great use to you,
net only to lead you to a true repentance for what is past,
but prevent your falling into sin for the tuture. ,
¢ It 'will be impossible to give such directions for the
performance of this duty, as will be proper for all persons ;
those who have led wicked lives, and have for a long time
put off repentance, have to be sure a great account to make
up ; and therefore must spend the more time and pains in
reconciling themselves, considering their past lives, and
forming yood resolutions.  Those that began their duty be-

tjmes, and who, by the grace of God, have been kept in theit
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youth from contracting vicious habits, or committing any
great sins, have less to do, when they set about this duty <
nevertheless, self-examination, &c. being a duty so often and
so plainly taught by God in holy scriptur-, who best knew
the necessity and advantage of it ; no one that is a christian,
ought to neglect it, or perform it slightly, \

¢ When you examine yourself, let it be chiefly about your
willful sins, and sins-of commission ;. and be not over scru-
pulous, either to accuse yourself of sin you never commit-
ted, or to reckon up all your infirmities; for that would
render your examination endless and impracticable ; and
though you may doubt whether you have committed, others
you may fear you have forgotten, yet be mot discouraged ;
for when you have acted honestly and sincerely, rest satis-
fied ; it being all that religion requireth : But what sins you
cannot recollect and find out, so as particularly to confess
and bewail, you ought to conclude under a general repen=
tance for whatsoever you have done amiss ; and to pray that
God would cleanse you from your secret faults. '

¢« When you have once thoroughly examined your life,
you must not think your workis at an end 3 but must fre~
quently exercise yourself therein 3 and the oftener you do so,
the more easy and delightful you will find it. At such times
it may not be necessary that you should examine your whole
life with that strictness you did at first 5 but chiefly cxamin\:
yo,urself, how you have kept. your good resolutions, wha
progress you have made in a religious course of life, and -
what sins of commission. ox omission you have been guilty
of since your last examination, and how you come to fall into
them ; what the temptations, what the circumstances and
occasions ; that you may arm yourself against. them, and sp
avoid them for the time to come.” i

oo on s

Short heads of Examination for cvery Evening.

TraT your whole life may be more conformable to the
gospel of jesus Christ, by which we mustbe judged ; and
that you may have less to do, when you set a time apart for
more solemn examination, it has been advised by wise and
zood men, that we should every evening put some -uch
ducstions ag thege to ourselves, which are chicfly transeribed
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out of that excellent book, entitled, # A Companion for
the Festivals and Fasts of the Church,” by R. Nelson, Esq.

How have I spent the day past ? What sins have I com.
mitted ?

Have I performed my morning devotions ? and how ?

Have 1 resigned myself to the all-wise government and
disposal of God, to be crdered and ruled by him, and to do
or suffer his will ? ‘ i

Have I converszd with candour, affability, and sinceriy?

Have I kept at a distance from detraction slander, and
evil-speaking ?

Have I had sufficient care in ray commendation of others,
$0 as to give no encouragement to any evil practice ?

How have | employed or improved my time ?

With what honesty and fidelity have I discharged the
affairs in which I have been engaged ?

If T have diverted myself, have I done it innocently, and
in such a manner and measure as is suitable to my christian
profession ?

Have T been-guilty of any excess in eating, or drinking,
orsleep ?

What mercies have I received ? How thankful havel
been, and am I, for them? What temptations have I re.
sisted ?

What ground have I got of the sin that doth most easily
beset me ?

How have I %overned my passions ! Have I not been too
easily provoked by little accidents which daily happen ?

‘What opportunities have I had of doing good 7 and how
have Limproved them ? >

‘What opportunities have I had of discouraging evil, and
‘how have I opposed it ?

To these questions, you may add such others as you
find useful. If you recollect the whole of the time of the
day from your rising (for which a few minutes before your
evening devotions will suffice) you will very easily be en-
abled to answer the precedfag questions; and when you
have done this, you must heartily beg God’s pardon for any
sins you have been guilty of and shew yourself thankful for
those blessings, respecting either this or another life, which
he hath bestowed on you.
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#¢ Some have written down the sins they have been’ gmliy

of, that they might again humble themselves at the time of
their more solemn humiliation ; which -may be farther use-
ful : for by comparing one time with another, you will bet-
ter discern the amendment of your life, and growth in-chris-
tian virtue ; but for the usefulness and expediency of th;ﬂ
method, every person is left to judge for himself.”

For more heads of examination for a time of particula'r
devotion see the Office for the Holy Comimunion.

4 Prayer, consisting of confession of sins, and im-
ploring pardon, and grace, which may be used in
our preparation for the Sacrament, or at any oik-
er time of extraordinary devotion.

O MosT great and glorious Lord God, just and terrible im

thy judgments to all obstinate and rebellious sinners, but
of infinite mercy to such as truly repent, and turn unte
thee : Jook down, I beseech thee, with the eyes of mercy,
upon me, who now present myself fore thee, acknowledg-
ing that I am nor worthy to ift up Iy eyes to the throne of
thy glorious m 4jcsty QO Lord, my sins are so many and
so great, that it is owing to thy infinite goodness and mer-
<y, that L have now an o pportunity of humblmg myself bo-
fore thee, and begging mercy for my soul, which, I cone
fess has greatly sinned against thee.

IacL.nowledBL, O my God, that thou hast, by innumerable
instances, manifested thyself tobe a wost kmd and indulgent
Father; butalas | I have abused thy goodness, and made very
ungrateful returns for thy E\ceedmg kindness and mercy.
Instead of loving and delighting in thee, and paying theca
filial and cheerful obedience, T find in myself many times a
great proneness to offend thee, and a great backwardness
“and indisposition to do those things which thou rtqum.st
of me.

O Lord ! Tlament and bewail the corruption of my na-
ture, most qorrowfully confessing before thee, that T have
too great a desive after the thmgs of this world 3 too great
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i! fondness for the profits and pleasures of it : and though

I am fuily persuaded, that it is my happiness and privilege,
as well as my duty, to love and serve thee, yet Lam very
apt to forget thee, and to grow careless and remiss in that
great and important work, which thou hast given me to do.

O my God ! T confess vnth sorrow that this world hath
taken such hold of my affections, that I neither love thee,
serve thee, nor obey thee, as I ought to do; my devotion
¢ thee is many times cold and lanvuld my prayers are full
of wanderings, deadness, and destrartlons, and the very. best
of my reli ious dutics are accompanied with so many fail-
ings and lmptrf' ctions, that T have great cause to humble
my%h before thee.

« How rrrewtly, O God, haveI offended
mrc{llgs Lsnff’[:;i ‘7; thez, by h.x_st aud intemperance, by peevish-
every one secs fit, N€SS, passion, and anger, by covetousness,

and ambition, by pride and envy. by prejudice
and #l-will towards my neighbour, by muriuriug and re-
pining at the diqppnﬂtions ot thy providence, and by an un-
willingness to vesign mysclf to thy disposal in all things ?‘
How frequently have I violated my baptismal engagements,
by preferring the vanities of this wicked world before thy
favour, and by suffering my heart, which has been so often
dedicated to thy service, to be brought under the bondage
and dominion of sin and folly 2
And what shall I now say unto thee, Q thou preserver
of men! O Lord, I have no hope but in thy mercy and the
infinite merits of my dear redeemer @ and if thou reject me,
I am Jost and undone for ever,  But, thou compassionate
Jover of souls | who knowest whereof we are made, and re-
memberest thar we are but duqt, turn not thy face from me,
1OT cast t)/ servant away in displeasure 5 let the interces-
sions of thy beloved Son prevail in my behalf, and for the
sake of his meritorions death and passion, for all that he has
doney and all that he has suffered for me, have mercy upon
me; pardon and forg 1vc, I most carnestly and unfeignedly
Lescech the e, all the gins and follics.of my life past, which
are mere than I can number, and greater than 1 am able to
bear 5 and more especially, O my God lay not to my charge.
[Pelc again may be numed particulirs.] O cleanse me from
aill my secrec and unknown transeressions, ahd vouchsufe, O
mercitul Father, to be reconciled to me, who am sorry for my
_sing, and grieved that I have offended thee, my most yracioys

¥
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Tord and master, to whom I owe all the rcturns of love ahd
duty that can possibly be pzud by a creature to his Creators’

O Lord, leave not my sins to be pumshed in the day of thy
fierce anger 3 (for who can dwell wiih éverlasting burnings 1
who is able to abide the fury of thy wrath |} but spare me,
O most mighty God, and merciful Saviour ; ; and grant that I
may never fall mto those evils, which iny sins have ]uqtly
deserved, Thy property 18 a'ways to have mercy 5 to thee
‘only it appertamcth to forgive sin: O turn away thy anger
from me, who meekly acknowledge my vileness, and trvly
repent me of my faults, and do now unfeignedly turn unto
thee, with full purpose ahd resolution of heart to serve thee
faithfully, and to make it the great care and endeavour of
my life to please and obey thee:

(O Lord ! thete is nothing that I desire so much, as to b..
of the number of thy faithful and obedient servante; Thy
favour is better than life itself 5 thy service is the most pers
fect freedom. O enable me, by the assistance of thy bless-
ed Spirit, to forsake all my sins, and to reform whatever
has been amiss in the temper and disposition of my mind, or
in any of the dctions of my life. = Open thou mine eyes,
that I may see the vileness and deformity, as well as danget
of sir j that I may fly from all appearance of evil, and
with an unwearicd diligence follow after and pursue the
things that make to my everlasting peace. ~ Grant, that for
the time to come I may live only unto thee, in an awful fear
of thy great name, and a constant regard to thy blessed will,
keeping always a conscience void of offince, both towards
thee, and all men:

Give me grace to spend my time religiously, soberly, and
usefully, in'the subduving my passions, mortifying my cor-
rupt iuclinations, and in the practice of all those duties thou
requirest of me; that when thou shall think fit to take me
out of this state of trial and t:mptation here, I may b2 re-
ceived into that Llessed kingdom, where all tears shall be
wiped from my eyes, aad sin and death shall be no more,
Grant this, O merciful Father, through the merits and for
the sake of thy Son, and my only Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen-
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Some short Preyers, proper to be used for the en.
Jorcing our Hcly Resolutions, and jfor the assis-
tance of God’s grace, to enable us to perform
them.

I. O Lorp Jesu! Ipive thee my body, my soul, my sub-
stance, my friends, my liberty, and my life ; dispose of me,
and of all that is mine, as it seemeth best to thee, and to
the glory of thy holy name.  Awmen.

Il. Lorp, I am not now mine, but thine; therefore
¢laim me as thy right 3 keep me as thy charge, and love me
as thy child: Fight for me when I'am assdulted ; heal me
when I am wounded ; and revive me when I am fainting.
Amen.

111, O Gop who knowest us to be set in the midst of so
many and great dangers, that by reason of the weakness of
our nature, we cannot always stand upright; look; I be-
scech thee, with pity and compassion, upon my frailties and
infirmities 3 and grant me such health of body, and sound-
ness of mind. that both in soul and body, I may evermore¢
serve thee with all my strength and might, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

IV. GranT me, O gracious Lord, a pure intention of
heart, and a steadfast resolution to despise all vanity; to
fight the battles of the Lord manfully, against the world,
the flesh, and the Devil 5 to spend my time religiously and
usefully ; to walk always as in thy presence ; to preserve
my body and soul in holiness, fit for the habitaiion of the
Spirit of God.  Amen. '

V. O Lorp, increase in me faith and devotion ; replen.
ish my heart with all goodness, and of thy great mercy
keep me in the same. Give me a peaceable spirit and 2
quiet life; a sober, patient, understanding, and religious
heart ; a soul full of devotion to do thee service; and do
thou make my service acceptable to thee while I live, and
my soul ready for thee when I'die.  Amen. ‘

VL. O Lorp, make me humble to my superiors, and
friendly to my equals; thankful to my benefactors ; kind
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 my relations, and loving and charitable to ali men, even
my encmics. Make me gentle, and easy to be intreated,
slow to anger, and readily admonished ; fally prepared, and
thoroughly furnished for every good woid and work. Amens

_ VIL. O Lorp, give me spiritual wisdom, that I may
discern what is pleasing to thee, and follow what belongs
unto my peace ;  and let _the_ knowledge and peace of God,
and of Jecsus Christ our Lord, be my guide and my protece
tion all the days of my life.  Amen.

- VIIL. To the King eternal, immortal, invisible, and
only wise God, who is the evet-blessed and adorable Trin-
ity, be all honour and glory, thanksgiving and praise, now
and for evermore. Amen.

A Concluding Prayer.

~ Bressep be thy name, O Lotd, for the opportunity thoy
hast this day vouchsafed me of humbling myself before thee.
Pardon, I most humbly beseech thee, all my failings, and
defects at this time, the wanderings of my prayers, the
coldness of my affections, and the disproportion of my re-
pentance to the helnousness of those sins which I have
committed, O let thy mercy and goodness supply what is
wanting in me, and be thou graciously pleased to pity my
weaknesses, and forgive my infirmities, through the merits,
and for the sake of thy beloved Son, and my only Saviour,
Jesus Christ the righteous; to- whom with thee, and the
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory ascribed, . now and for
evermore. Amen.

Another Prayer to e used before Self-Examination.
(Altered a liztle from Mzr. Nelson.)

AtssuTY God, the great searcher of heatts, who know-
est all our secret thoughts, nothing being hid from thine all
searching eye ; dispose me frequently to examine my spirit-
ual character and state, and to compare my ageons with the
tule of thy laws, that nothing contrary to thy holy will
may ever find a settled abode in my soul. . Teach me so to’
consider my ways, that [ may turn my feet to thy testimo-
mies. Grant that I may so impartially judge and condemn
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rayself, that I may not be condemned at thy awful tribunal,
Let not self-love deter me from the faithful examination of
my soul. . But do thou, O Lord, discover to me my sing
and guilt ; humble me under 2 sense of them j and dispose
the sincerely and heartily to renounce all the sins and follies
whereby I have provoked thy wrath and indignation. May
I earnestly solicit thy pardon and forgiveness, through the
merits of Jesus Christ the Son of thylove. And mayl,
by prayer and watchfulness, stand on my guard against
temptation, and secure the protection of thy grace, which
“only can keep me from falling, and present me faultless be-
fore the presence of thy glory, through Jesus Christ, my
only Mediator and Advocate. dmen.

The Conuvinced Sinner’s Prayer.
(From Mr. Jenks.)

HEearkeN to the voice of my cry, my King and my God,
for unto thee will I pray3 but wherewithall shall I appear
before the Lord, and bow myself to the most high God,
whose holy laws I have broken, and whose just displeasure
I have incurred, I acknowledge my transgression, O Lord,
and my sin is ever before me. . My iniquities are gone over
my head as a sore burden; they are too heavy.for me to
bear ; when thou with rebukes doth chasten me for iniquity,
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth.
My sin now has found me out; and that which once I
~ thought too little to be repented, seems now too great to be
pardoned. 1 flattered myself in my own eyes, till my ini.
quity is found to be hateful. I thought I was rich, and ine
creased with goods, and had need of nething ; but now I find
that I am miserable, and wretched, and poor, and blind, and
naked ; so that there is nothing but disorder and ruin in my
soul. I have undone myself ; but to work MY OWN YeCove
ery I have no sufficiency. O how wicked have I been to
allow myself in the way and mind which is enmity against
God! How ignorant, yet how confident! How vile, yet
how arrogant ! In what need of mercy, yet how unmerci-
ful! How sinful, yet how impenitent | 'How bold in the
sins where conscience reproved me, but how cold in the
cause where the Spirit encouraged me | O the spoils, and
ruins; and desolations which my sing have made in my soul !
How have they darkened my mind, perverted my will, de-
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faced my affections, disordered my passions, hardened my.
heart, and drawn it away from my most good ever blessed
God, to cleave unto the things displeasing in thy sight, and
destructive to my soul,

There is no hiding any thing from thee, the infinite God,
who fillest heaven and earth. What shall I say unto thee,
Lord ¢ 1 scarce know how to abase myself enough. O woe
is me that 1 have done so foolishly and wickedly {| Whither
shall T betake myself, when against thee, O Lord, I have so
sinned, and done such evil in thy sight | Thou art the offend-
ed Majesty, out of whose reach I cannot escape, and under
whose judgments I can never be able tobear up. A guilty
consciousness makes me afraid to come unto thee ; yet 1
know there is nothing but certain destruction to keep awa
from thee ; and though there is no peace to the wicked so
continuih’g, yet if the wicked forsake his way, and the un.
righteous man his thoughts, and return to the Lord, thy
promise then, O God, is to' have mercy upon him, and
abundantly to pardon. I have none to seek to for remedy
against my sins, but unto the just and holy God, against
whom I have grievously sinned ;3 and how shall I stand in
thy sight, O Lord, who hatest and condemnest the work of
darkness, and the workers of iniquity, whose wrath against
sin burns as deep as hell, and as long as eternity.

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majesty! and %
have no hopeful prospect in looking any way, but to thy al-
mighty power, thy superabounding grace, and thy ever-en-
during mercy, who at the lowest can raise, and at the worst
art able to relieve us.  Nothing is too hard for thee to ac-
complish ; the most wretched case is not past thy cure;
though our sins be as scarlet, thou canst make them as white
as snow, though they be red like crimson, thou canst make
them as wool 3 yea, thou hast found 2 ransom, and laid help
upon one mighty and able to save to the uttermost all that
- come to God by him. If I'had notsinned, I had no need
of such a Redeemer ; but they were sinners whom he came
to save ; and therefore, to the Lord Jesus T look with the
desire of my soul to find a healing for this sinful soul of
mine, in the precious blood of his cross. O good God !
when my sins cry to thee for vengeance, be thou pleased
to hear lis blood and merits pleading and interceding for
my soul, and speaking boteer things in my behalf than I am
able to do for myself in all my prayers..
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Behold, O merciful Lord, a miserable objeet, on which
to glorify thy power and compassion, thy wonderful work,
and great salvation. © speak death to my sins that my soul
may live, and for ever bless thy name. Turn away thy face
from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. For thy
name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my sin, for it is great; top.
great for any but the God of infinite goodness and love ever
to discharge me from. O magnify thy all-sufficiency to
help me out of this my woeful misery. Make the happy
proof upon my poor soul, how great things worthy of God
thou canst do; that where sin hath abounded, thy grace.
may much more abound. Retyrn,O Lord, deliver my soul;
O save me for thy mercy’s sake: Save me from the guilg
and power, and curse of all my sins. Aud thou, Lord that -
knowest how to deliver, make me some way to escape out
of the desperate straits and perplexities inte which my sins
have cast me, that my iniguities may not hang upon me, o,

- be my ruin; but that they may be teken away and forgiva
en, and washed out with the blood of Jesus Christ. O turn
thou me, lLord God of my salvation, and I shall be turned
from my sins, and from this present evil world, more «fec-
tually and fully to thy blessed self. O give me such con-
viction as may end in sorndg conversion ; and Jet me expe-
rience in myself that grace of God which bringeth salva-
tion. Iwant thy grace, O Lord 5 and want it I shall for ever,
if thou be not pleased to lock graciously upon me in my
blessed Redeemer. But thou will never have the leés, how
mch soever thou bestowest; and thou canst not bestow
"thy grace upon any one that more needs it, Q God of all
grace that keepest mercy for thousands, hast thou not a
blessing for me 7 a spiritual heavenly bdlessing 2 For thy

dear Son, my only Saviour s soke, ict mc find -such grace
in thy sight. O get thee everlasting glory in so favouring
the unworthy: that whatever I wint. -G deny me not that,
saving grace which, though a precious treasure that I am
bold to ask, yet it is not too great or good for the God infi-
nitely great and good tw give. O do that work of thy gmci—;

thoroughly upon my heart, for which 1 may have cause o

glorify thy name for evermorg,  amiy.



b )

4 Prayer fo be used by one newly awakened to ¢
Sense of the Divine Lifé,
(From Mr. Whitefield.)

O ArmicHTY and everlasting Father, who in the begina
ning spake and it was done, saying, Let there be light, ang
there was hight. O most adorable Redeemer, who when
Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit was revealed as the seed
of the woman, and didst in the fullness of time, dic an ace
cursed death to save us from the guilt and power of ous
sins, and thereby break the serpent’s head. O blessed and
eternal Spirit, who didst once’ move upou the face of the
great decp, who didst overshadow the blessed virgin, whe
didst descend on the Son of God at hisbaptism; and
didst come down after his assension in fiery tongues upon
the heads of each of his apostles. O holy blessed and glo-
rious Urinity, three persons and one God, by whose consuls
tation we were first made, and into whose name we . have
been again baptized.  Accept of my humble and hearty

-sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for calling me out of
darkness into thy marvelous light ; for quickening me when
dead in trespasses and sins, and moving upon the face of
my poluted and disordered soul.

"’hou hast piomised, O Lord, that thou will not quench
the smoaking flax, or break the bruised reed.  And thoy
hast told us that thy Holy Spivit should be in us a well of
water, springing up unto eternal life.  Finish therefore, )
beseech thee, the good work begun ia my soul, and nowt
thou hast cailed me, nevér let me turn away from thee.

With shame and confusion of fuce, O Lord, I confess I
am uaworthy of all thy mercies, For I'have long since done
despite to the Spirit of Grace, crucifi.d the Son of God
afrcsh, and put him to open shame.  B: t do thou, who art
gich in mercy to all that call upon thee in faithfulness, for-
give me what is past, and grant that I may from hence fors
ward work out my salvation with fear and trembling, since
thou hast so graciously wrorght in me both to will and to
do after thy good pleasure,

O make me teachable like a little child, Convert my scul
and bring it low.  Grant I may be willing to learn what
things I ought to do, and also may have power sufliciently
to fullll the same,  Strengthen me, 1 bescech thee, by the |
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Holy Spirit, to cut off a right hand, te pluck out a right
eye, lay aside every weight, especially the sin that doth most
‘easily beset me; to forsake father and -mother, brethren
and sisters, yea, and my own life also, rather than not be

thy disciple.
- O sufter me not to deceive my own soul by a partial re.
formation. Search me and try me, and examine my heart,
and let no secret unmortified lust or passion ever keep me
from life everlasting. Lord, Iam not my own. Thou hast
bought me with the price of thy Son’s most precious blood.

‘1hou hast often required, and lo! I now give thee my
heart, to the best of my knowledge, without secretly keep-
ing back the least part. For whom have I in heaven but
thee, and what is there on earth that I can desire in com-
parison of thee

O mould me into thy own most blessed image, my Lord
and my God. Fill me with thy grace here ; fit me for thy
glory hereafter.  Even so, Lord Jesus, Amen and Amen.

A Prayer for Abstinence and Morfification during
Lent, or for any ciher season of particular humil-
iation.

(Frem Mr. Nelson.)

ArmicrTY God, give me grace to use such abstinence
during this season, dedicated to the exercise of repentance,
that my flesh may be subdued to the Spirit, and my mind
left free to approach thee with ardour and fervency of af-
fection.  Inure me by self-denial to bring my body into
subjection, 2nd to punish all those excesses I have been guil-
ty of in the use of thy creatures. Let my retirement {rom
the world make me see the vanity and emptiness of it, and
teach me to relish the pleasures of spiritual enjoyments,
Let me spend those solitary hours in the improving my
christian knowledge, and do thou open my eyes that I may
sec the wenderous things of thy'law,  Make me-heartil
to bewail my sins, and do thou work in me that godly sor-
row not to be repented of..- Grant that I may sincerely ex-
amine the state of my own mind, and do thou search and
try me, and lcad me in the way everlasting : that perceiving
how bitter a thing it is to depart from the living Ged, I may
no longer continue at 2 distance from the fountain of all joy
ar.d happiness; but that, by confessing and forsaking my
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sins, I may be entirely converted unto thee, and that they.
may be blotted out, when the times of refreching shall come
from the presence of the Lord through Jesus Christ, my
only Savi/our. , Amen. .

e A R s

"~ AN OFFICE FOR CONFIRMATION.

ON THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION.

(From Mr. Nelscn’s Companion for the Fasts.)

9. Waar privilege, besides ordination, is peculiar to
the character of a Bishop ? '

4. The solemn rite of confirmation, appropriated to the
governors of the church by all the primitive records of
christianity ; wherein the Bishop by laying on of hands, and
by fervent and authoritive prayer, conveys to such persons,
who in the presence of the congregation sincerely renew
their baptismal vow, a proportionable degree of God’s grace .
and Holy Spirit.  In the primitive times these effects were
extraordinary gifts, as best fitted to the infant state of the
church; but upon the settlement of it, the Holy Spirit
guides it by secret and invisible communications ; and these
common graces are obtained by such as are qualified to re-
ceive them and seek them in a regular and ministerial way.
The church of England hath thus declared her sense of this
matter. ¢ It hath been a solemn, ancient, and laudable cus-
tom, continued from the apostles’ time, that all Bishops
should lay their hands upon children baptised and instruct-
ed in the catechism of christian religion, praying over them
and blessing them.” (Can. LX)

9. How doth it appear that this rite, according to the
sense of the church of England, was an apostolical usage 2

A. We have the scripture itself for the evidence of the
fact; for when Philip the deacon had converted and baps
tised the men of Samaria 3 and the apostles at Jerusalemt
had heard that Samaria had received the word of God, the
power of Philip being limited, they sent unto them Petex-
and John to confirm those new converts, to lay their hands

ypon them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost, (Acts,
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Wi, ) ”f‘lns 15 s‘crci‘mthcn d by a pﬂr:ﬁ‘el oégurrence to tn@
msupks at Ephesus, upon whom, after they had been bap..
iz2d in the name of Jesus, the apostle St Paul laid his
hqws. and then the Holy Spirit came upon thetn; (Acts;
“ix. '5,) and the same "«postlc mentions as a fundamental,
not only the doctrine of baptism, but al:o the laying on of
hands, (Heb vi. 2.) by which sncient and modern interpres
ters of 3 very g ol charzcter understand confirmation §
whick ap penrcd so plain to Calvin himself, that it was his
opinion, that this one place evidently shew« that confirma-
tion was instituted by the zpostles.  (In Loc.)
9. Was not this rite of conﬁrmatxon confined to the
ap nestolical age ?
A0 2113 solemn rite bemg highly useful and advantag*’ous
H iritual necessities of christians, was accord gly
1 in ol the succeeding ages »f the church}
anisivation whereof was devolved by the agostles up-
on their successors the bisheps of the eatholic church, ¢
appears by the testimonies of fathers and councils, who in
this matter spaké not enly their own sense, but are wiiness:
es of a catholic practice. Tertullian, who Is very careful in
r(:rountlng the practices of the primitive church, tells us;’
that after bapmm succeeds laying on of hands by prayer,’
C'ﬂlmg_ for and inviting the Holy Spirit. (De Bapt c¢. 8.)
And 5t Cyprian (prst 23.) hath this remark upon the his«
fnry of the Samaritan conveits : ¢ The same things (says he)
s practised among us, that they who are baptised in the
church are prescmed to the governors of it, that by our
prayers and imposition of hands they may obtam the Holy
Ghost, and be perfected with the seal of Christ 3 that is (as
one truly interprets it) ¢ may by confirmation attain to the
highest order of christians.” (Dr Falkner.)  St. Jerome’s
testimony is very considerable, who speaking of confirma-
tion, says, ¢ If you ask where it is written? Itis written
inr the Acts of the apostles ; but if there were ne authority
of scripture forit, yet the consent of all the world upon this
particular is instead of a command.”

£. W hat qualifications are necessaxy for the candidates

of this sacred ordinance ?

- 4, Since confirmation is an authentic renewal of the baps
tismal vow, and capacitates those that receive it to be ads
mitted guests to the table of the Lord, and is an act not to
be repeaged; the candidates ought to bc theroughly instructe
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ed in the nature of those holy promises they then tenew;
and of thut obligation they lie under to perform them.
They ought to be acquainted with the meaning of this holy
rit¢, and whose office alone it is to adrreinister it.  They
ought to have a competent degree of knowledge-in those
christian duties that relate to God, their neighbour, and.
themselves.  And they must further prepare themselves for
this ordinance by prayer and fasting, and a serious resolution
of living answerable t6 their obligations. * And in order to
these ends, it is adviseable that the ¢andidate should fre.
quently read over the office of baptism and confirmation.

9. What are the great advantages of confirmation.

4. It tends to preserve the unity of the church, by mak«
ing men sensible, that their obedience is due to such eccle-
siastical governors, who are’ endowed with all those pow.
ers, which were leit by the apostles to their successors. It
is a new engagement to a christian life, and is a lasting.
admonition and check, not to dishonour or desert our chris-
tian profession. It is a testimony of God’s favour and good-
ness to those that receive it, when his lawful minister de-
clares, that God accepts their proficiency, and advances
them to 2 higher degree in the church, by placing them
among the faithful’; and thereby giving them a title to ap-
proach the holy table of the Lord. It conveys divine grace
to encounter our spiritual enemies, and to enable us to per-
form what we undertake.

A Prayer to be used by a Minister or Parent, or
any Instructor preparing young persons for Con-
JSirmation.
(From Bishop Wilson.)

, O Lorp graciously behold these thy servants, who, ac-
cording to the appointments of thy church, are going to
dedicate themselves to thee and to thy service.

~Possess their hearts with such a lively sense of thy great
mercy, in bringing them from the power of Satan unte
God ; in giving them an early right to thy covenant, and
an early knowledge of their duty; that, with the full con-
sent ofy their wills, they may devote themselves to thee;
that so they may receive the fullness of thy grace, and be

U
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able to withstand the temptations of the devil, the worl&,jr

and the flesh.. : -
Continue them, O Lord, in the unity of thy church, and
grant that they may improve all the means of grace vouch.
safed them in this church, of which they are members.
“Preserve in their minds a constant remembranice of that
love, which they are going to renew before thee and thy
church; ‘ o . .
' That knowing they ate the setvants of the living God,’
they may walk as in thy sight, avoid all such things as are
contrary to their profession, and follow all such as are agtees
able to the same. '
O Lord, who hast made them thy children by adoption,
bring them in thy good time to thine everlasting kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lotd. Amen. o

A Prayer to be used by any person preparing for
 Gonfirmation ; and which, during that time, may
be added to their Morning and Lvening Prayers.

(From Mr. Nelson.)

MosT merciful God, by whose giacious providence 1 was
born of christian parents, and early dedicated to thee in holy
baptism, wherein 1 was made a member of the ¢atholic
church, whereof Jesus Christ is the head, adopted thy child,
and intitled to the unspeakable happiness of thy glorious
kingdom ; I do most heartily thank thee, O Lord, for call-
ing me to this state of salvation, and for bestowing upon me
such blessed privileges. O, dispose my mind, by thy heav-
enly grace, carcfully and diligently to perform those condis
tions thou requirest to qualify me for such inestimable bene-
fits, and that I may continue in the same unto my life’s end.

And now, O Lord, that 1 am preparing myself to receive’
a further degree of thy grace and favour, which will advance’
me’ into the number of the faithful, by being admitted to
approach thy holy table ; I humbly bescech thee to enfight- ,
en my mind with thé true knowledge and undeérstanding of
that solemn vow which I made in my baptism, and which I
am now about to ratify and confirm publicly in thy presence ;
that I may constantly renounce the devil, by avoiding il
those temptations by. which he seeks to destroy me, and by
abstaining from all those sing which partake most of his di-
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a%’olical nature 5 that I may resist all covetous desires of home -
our, richés, and pleasure, and all those ‘evil customs and -
"maxims of the world, which aliznate ' men’s minds from the
love of God ; that I may mortify all the inordinate appetites
of ‘my corrupt nature ; that I may believe all thy holy reve-
Iatjons, and keep thy blessed will and commandments all the
days of my life. O .instruct me in all the particulars of
my duty, that I may herein exercise myself, to keepa con-
science void of offence towards God and towards-man.
Give me, O Lord unfeigned repentance for all the errors
of my past life, that my many and great sins,' which 1 have
committed, may not deprive me of the assistarice of thy
Holy Spirit, which I 2m about to receive ; but lét my hearty *
sorrow, through the merits of Christ, wash away all thatis
past, and let power and strength, commuuicated to me from -
above, morti?y and subdue them for the time to come. -1
am unable, O Lord, of myself, to help myself 5 mércifully
grant, that thy blessed Spurit may in all things rule and di-
rect my heart, that by his holy instratiqn_I‘ may think those
things that are good, and by his gracious guiding may per-
-fotm the same, through Jesus Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.

A Prayer afler Confirmatiation,
(From Mr, Nelson.)

- IBurssand P.rqise thy holy name, O Lord God, for those
renewcd assurances that thou hast vouchsafed me, of thy
favour and gracious goodness towards me 3 and thpughi in
thy infinite wisdom thou hast thought fit to withdraw the .
extraotdinary gifts of ghy Holy Spirit, yet thou art pleased -
to guide thy faithful servants by his secret and invisible com-
munications, when they seck them in a regular and ministe-.
rial way. O therefore ! let the blessing which I have re-
ceived by the hands of thy servant the Bishop, be with me,
and remain with me, and most powerfully assist and sup-:
ﬁort me in all trials and temptations, when 1 most need the
help of thy Holy Spirit. i ‘

* Let him be unto me a spirit of sanctification, to purify
my corrupt nature 3 a spirit of counsel in all difficalties, of
direction in all doubts, of courage in all dangers, of con-

stancy in all persecutions, of comfort in all troubles, espe-

clally'in times of sicknzss, and at the hour of death ; andof
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submission and resignation to thy holy will and pleasure in
all afffictions that are most grievous to flesh and blood.
Leave me not a moment to my own human frailty, with.

out his assistance ; but let him constantly inspire me with
fear, love, and devotion towards thee 5 with truth, justice,
and charity, towards my neighbour'; and with. abstinence
and sobriety towards myself. = - A

. O-I"make me sensible, O Lord, of that solemn and pub-
lic profession of my faith, which I have declared in the pres-
ence of God and the congregation,. and of those promises
of endeavouring faithfully to observe and keep thy holy
commandments, and of .Pcrs_evering in the sarhe, -Make me
always true to these engagements of living according to the
maxims of the christian religion ; that walking upright be-
fore thee all my days, and being found watching when my
appointed time shall come, I may from a life of righteous- .
ness be translated to a life of glory, through Jesus Christ,
my only Saviour and Redeeter.  Amen. ,

A Prayer after Confirmation, which may be said
while others are confirming, and may be added to
the Evening Prayer by the party coyfirmed. ‘

. (From Mr. Nelson.)

Bressen and praised be thy holy name, O Lord, for these
fresh supplies of grace, which thou hast been pleased to
communicate to me, ‘

Blessed be thy name for these comfortable assyrances thou °
hast given me of thy favour and goodness towards me.
Blessed be thy name for that privilege thou hast now be-
stowed upon me of approaching the holy table, and of
strengthening and refreshing my soul by partaking there of
the body and blood of Christ.

Increase in me, O Lord, more and more, the gifrs of thy
Holy Spirit, that I may be wise for eternity, and make it the
chief business of my life to please thee in all my actions ;
that I may love and fear thee above all things; that I may
be just'and righteeus in all my dezlings, and really to com-
municate to the necessities of others : that I may keep a con-
stant watch over myself, so as not to exceed the bounds of
temperance and sobxiety.

Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt nature may be daily re-
tewed and purified by the Holy Spirit 3. that no danger or
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pgrsecution may affright me from my duty ; that no pleas.
ute may make me carcless and negligent in the performarce
gf it ; and that, under afflictions most gricvous to flesh and
bleod, I may be entirely resigned, and submit to thy holy
will and pleasure. Let thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, so guide
and govern me through the whole ¢ourse of my short life in
this world, that I may not fail to obtain eternal life in the
world to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.,  dmen.

—Wmﬂrm“w— '

A MEDITATION
X TIIL HAPPINESS QF THOSE WHO PERSEVERE IN THE
Faithful Dz’schargé of their Christian Vows,

AND AN EXHORTATION TO PERSEVERANCE IN THEM.¥

Twue happiness of those who persevere in the faithful
discharge of their christian vows is unspeakable ; for they
are i some measure restored to the primitive happy state o
man, which was lost by sin. The wrath of God is turn-
ed away by a gracious Redeemer, and the returning sinner
is taken into hiy good Father's bosom, The person that
was ¢¢ alienated from the life of God”’ by his corruption and
rebellion, is made a partaker of the d#vine nature by spiritual
regeneration, and is become ¢ a fellow citizen with the saints,
and of the household of God.” Geod is now his adopted
Fathery the Lord Jesus Christ, -who is Lord of all, is his
Mediator and Advocate, his root, his head, his strength,
and his life ; the Holy cternal Spirit is his divine guide, and
hope, and comfort ; the holy Angels of God are his con-
tinual guard; the book of ‘God is the charter of his priv-
ilges, in which it is said, ¢ All is yours, because ye are
Christ’s.”” (1 Cor. iii. 22..) For since ¢ al] things in heave

*This extract 1s the conclusion of a tract entitled ¢ Pastoral Adviceaf.
ter Confirmation,” by a Minister «f the Chyrh of England, published by
the Society for promoting Chrstian Knowledge. The whole of this tract
and of one entitled *¢ Pastoral Advice before Confirmation™ is so excel«
lent that I propose getting an edition of them printed in this country in
the coarse of a short time. Tuz Ebitor.
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em, in earth, and in hell, are made subject to Christ,” 2]
things ‘in heaven and earth will be serviceable to Christ’s’
members, whe are his people 5 and nething on eatth, or in
hell, can'in any wise hurt them. They have a new right te
the enjoyment of all God’s creatures, yea to the énjoyment
of God himself for ever. . :
And O, how sweet and pleasant, my Brother, must such
a religious course of life assufedly be I in which the blessed
Spirit of God constantly bears you company, the holy An.
gels of God continually attend you, and every step you take
-advances you nearer to God’s heavenly kingdom ! W hat
an unspeakable comfort will it be to you, whenever you look-
back upon a life ‘thus happily ordered, and upon your talents
thus advantageously laid out ! Then every night will afford
you the noble joy of a day spent in the service, and to the
glory of your Maker. The serenity of your mind, and the
peace of your conscience, will be constant relief to you under
any outward distress. And when the happy hour comes
in which you must die, your heart may ¢ven leap for joy,
to think that now your warfare is accomplished, and that
your great work is not now to be begun, but to be concluded.
‘Then you may with comfort consider your Christian Con-
firmation, wherein you solemnly devoted yourself to God,
as soon as you came to the use of your reason. You may
with joy consider that you have conscientiously observed
your engagements to God, in the chief bent of your heart,
and course of your life 5 or have truly repented, and effeca,
tually returned to your duty, wherever (through the frailty
of human nature) you have done otherwise. You may then,
1 say, very cheerfully shut your eyes from bgholding the
 things of this present world, in order to open therm to see
God, in a bertter state. S
And though you will certainly meet with sundry- tempta-
tions and difficultics in your way to hcaven, and perhaps
with cruel mockings, or more bloody persecutions, whilst
you sojourn amongst such as are enemies to God and bear.
evil will to Zisn ; yet be of good cheer your Redeemer
has over.ome the world, and will not suffer the meenest sheep
of his fold to be lo t. Keep steadfast to 1he Captain of your
Salvations and all will be well.
And how, my dear Youth, I here most solemn]y c}farg@
and ‘réq':ir’e you, by the authority of our Lord Jesus €hrist,
and in the presence of God, who searches the heart of all
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faen, and who will speedily adjudge us all to everlasting bliss
or torment, that you carefully keep your christian vows in
rémembrance ; and that you seriously endeavoyr to adorn
yoiir holy profession, and to Bonour the divine Author of it.

Yotir hope of everlasting life, my brother, depends upon
_yoiir faithful discharge of this your covenant with God, -
through the fnediation bf his Son, and sanctification of his
Spirit. Wherefore ¢ be strong in the Lord and the power
of his right.”’ 4 , ) ‘ ,

Be sure you look fiot back with 4 wishful longing after
the imipurities of other sinners 3 but flee all youthful lusts,
with an holy indignation ; and be stire that you never enter
into 2 parley with the devil, about the commission of any
sin.  If you once come to doubt whether you had best pre-
serve your integrity, or accept the bribes of sin, you begin
to revolt from God i because the vigour of your resolution
for God is slackened ; and that which decays is going apace
towards ruin. .

‘Wherefore be you ever assured, that there is death and
destruction in all the ways of sin.  For the loss of the divine
favour no temporal enjoyments can make any amends. Keep
firmly in this assurance, and with Job, ¢ retain your integ-
rity till youdie.” The time of your labour can be but short,
and you future recompence will be everlasting. ’

And now my brother, ¢« I commend you to God, and to
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to
give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified.”
And may « the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with you
evermore. dmen.

AN OFFICE FOR THE HOLY COM&IUNION.,
A DISCOURSE )

ON THE NATURE OF THE HOLY SACREMENT.

- (From Mr. Merrick.) v
Our blessed Saviour, in a discourse recorded by St. John
?

in the sixth chapter of his gospel, speaks of himself as the
bread of life (vi. 35.) the bread which cometh down from
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Beairers ; and adds (vi '¢1.) «If any pian eat of this bread
he shall live for ever; and the bread that I shall give, s m

flesh, which I shall ‘give for the life of the world. An

{vi. 53, 54.) « Ixcept ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink his blond, ye have no life in you. Whoso cateth
my flesh, dnd drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I
will ralse him up at the last day.” To cat the flesh of Christ,
and to drink his blood, signifies much more than to receive
his doctrines; for these are never called in scripture, or
scem capable of being called, his flesh and his blood. Christ,
wheu he speaks of bread, and of eating, directs our thoughts
to that sptritual nourishment, or that support of the spiritual
life, which all true believers continually receive from his
grace and influence. Our receiving of this grace is the
consequence of Christ’s having taken cur flesh upon him,
and of his having suffered in the flesh, and shed his blood
on the cross™for our sins. Farther; as this spiritual grace,
strength and support, are communicated to our souls from
the divine nature, Christ’s buman natvre, (of which his
fiesh and blood are z part) by being united to the Godhead,
is the means, or the channel, by which these blessings are
conveyed to us, and by which we are ourselves united to
the divine nature. The flesh therefore and blood of Christ,
as once offered in sacrifice for us, and conveying to us,
by an union with God, that support on which our spirs
stual life depends, may be seid, by a figure of speech
which ancient writers use, to be eaten and drunken by us.
Though Christ does not appear, in the discourse related in
the sixth chapture of St. John, to speak of the sacrament of
the Lord’s supper, (which he had not then ordained) yet
we learn from St Paul, that we receive 4n additional measure
of grace and spiritual nourishment, when we, with a proper
disposition of soul, eat the sactamental bread, and drink the
wine which Christ has appointed as signs and memorials of
his flesh and blood. For thus we read, 1 Cor. x. 16. “The
cup of blessing which we bless, is it net the communion
(that is, the partaking) of the blood of Christ; the bread
which we break, 15 it not the communion of the body of
Christ 7  We see then that, in the holy sacrament, we
partake of the body and blood of Christ; that is, we re-
ceive that spiritual nourishment and support, which Christ
himself has expressed by eating his flesh, and drinking his
blood. The holy sacrament is therefore, as our church de-
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scnibes 1t 14 het catechism, an outward and visiblesign of am
snward and spiritual grace given unto us: And they who
receive it constantly, with faith in Christ, and with true re-
pentance, will go on from strength to strength, in the epir-
itual life ; and will hereafter join with the host of heaven
in that song of tfiumph 4nd thanksgiving, which is a proper
conclusion to all our méditations on this subject : « Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
Blessing and honour, and glory and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, atd.to the Lamb, for ever and
ever. Rev. v. 12,13,

Advice and direction about receiving it.
By Archbishop Tillosson, ’

_ THE holy sacrament, or last supper of otir most blessed
Lord, is the most solemn institution of our religion 3 and
as we are christians, we are obliged to the frequent receiv=
ing of it 3 aid we cannot neglect it, without a great con-
tempt of otir blessed Saviovr and his religion. He hath ap-
pointed it for a solemn remembrance of his great love to
us, in laying down his life for us. and therefore he com-
mands us to do it in Femembrance of him; and St.Paul
tells us, ¢ That as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
tup, we do shéw forth the Lord’s death till he come.”

Both the comfort arid benefit of it are great. The com-
fort of it, because it does not only tepresent to us the ex-
" ceeding love of our Saviour, in giving his body to be brok-
en, and his blood to be shed for us 5 but it likewise seals to
us all those blessings and benefits which are purchased, and
provided for us by his death and passion, the pardon of
sins, and power against sin.

The benefit of it is also great, because hereby we are con-
firmed in goodness, and our resolutions of better obedience
are strengthened ; and the grace of ,God’s Holy Spirit to
enable us to do his will, is hereby conveyed to us.

And the best preparation for it, is by a sincere repentance
of all our sins and miscarriages, which we remember our-
selves to be at any time guilty of ; by daily prayer to God,
that he would give us a sincere repentance for all our sins,
and mercifully forgive them to us; and by a sincere and
firm resolution to forsake our sins, and to do better for the

\i4
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#uture 3 t8 be more careful of all cur dctions,-and more ¢otts
stant in prayer to God for his grace to enable us to keep
his commandments ; by being in charity with all men ; and
by forgiving those who have injured us by word or deed, as
we hope for forgiveness from God.
And let none of us say, that we are not fitted and pres
pared for it. It is our duty tobe so 3 and if we be not pre-
 pared to receive the sacrament, we are not qualificd for the
mercy of God, and for his forgiveness; we are not pre:
pared for the happiness of heaven, and can have no hopes
to come thither ; but if we prepare ourselves as well as we
can by repentance, and resolutions of béing better, and by
praying heartily and earnestly to God for his grace, he will
accept of this preparation, and will give us the comfort of
this holy sacrament. '

-

A Prayer 1o God that he would be pleased to assist
and accept our preparation. to receive the blessed

-Sacrament, :
(From the Paschal Lamb.)

 Cast down thy eye of mercy and cempassion, most gra=
cious Father, on thy unworthy servant, humbly acknowledg=
ing my unworthiness and insufhciency of self, for any thing
.that is good. I am sensible that without thee, I can do
nothing 5 and therefore do humbly implore thy gracious as«
sistance’and acceptance of my endeavorr to prepare myself
for the worthy receiving of the blessed sacrament of the
body and blood of thy dear Son. ‘

Stir up, I beseech thee, such pious affectiens and dispos
sitions in my soul, and fill my mind with such holy medi-
tations as are suitable to this occasion. Grant me such a
sense of my sins, and of the sufferings of my blessed Save
tour for them, as may affect my heart with a deep SOTTOW,
for my sins, and displeasure against them, and may effec~
tually engage me to love, and live to him who dyed for me,
Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and Redeemer.  dmen.
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On examining oxrselves before receiving it.
(From the Whole Duty of Man.) -

 As we ought not, and miust not neglect coming to this
holy sacrament, so nobody must dare to approach that holy
table without a due preparation; carefully weighing what
is necessary to be done, before,. at, and after receiving the
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ. And, first,
Let 2 man examine his life and conversation by the rule

of God’s word. For alife governed by the precepts of the
gospel is the best preparation for this sacramen: ; because
he that believes the chrisiian religion, and makes it his con-
stant business to perform what our Saviour hath enjoined,
has all that substantial preparation, which qualifies chris-
tians to partake of this ordinance, and ought therefore to
receive when any opportunities present :  for -this holy sa-
.crameént does not so much oblige us to new duties, as it en-
ables us to make gord those obligations, which we in our
baptism have promi-ed and vowed to perform.  Let a man
therefore examine himself ever so much, fast ever so strictly,
and pray ever so fervently, if his life has not been pious to-
ward God, just toward his neighbour, and sober in reference
to himself ; without effectual resolutions, all those duties, in
which he employs himself before he receives, will never be
able to make him a fit guestat God’s table : they are indeed
good preparative helps, when they repair those breaches sin
has made in our souls; but, without steady purposes of
amendment, they are of no value in the sight of God, and
will mot be able to qualify us for a worthy participation of
the body and blood of Christ. If our lives prepare not the
way for our offerings, we approach the holy altar in vain.
‘We should hereby be deterred irom recciving only out of
custom, or in order to qualify ourselves for some temporak
or worldly employment ; but pious christians, who are sin-
cercly wearied and grieved with the burden of their sins,
ought not to be discouraged in their duty ; because here
they will find their propor remedy ; here they will meet
with that strength and assistance, which is so necessary to
enable them to lead that holy life, which they purpose for
the time to come, beginning it with a strict examination of -
the state of their own souls. Concerning which take these
dircctions s ‘ :
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Recollect your baptismal vow, and endeavour to rivet ig
your soul a just sense of those mercies promised on God’s
part, and the particular duties to which you in common with
all christians are obliged thereby : for our chief business at
the Lord’s table is to renew our. baptismal covenant with
God. Then inquire by your conscience, the candle of the
Lord, how you have broken that covenant made in your bap
tism, either by thought, word, or deed. 'We transgress by
our thoughts, when we are contriving and compassing any
forbidden thing : but irregular thoughts which spring up
in our minds, and are but little in our pawer, they are neith-
er sins nor matter of punishment, any further than they are
“ causes and principles of a sinful chioice and resolution ; be-
cause as we assent or dissent to those motions that are in
our minds, so will our thoughts be virtuous or sinful. Bug
it is not enough to know what is sin : for we must also un-
derstand the true state and condition of our souls. Without
self-reflection, 2 man may have every vice under the sun,
without knowing he has any ; provided he has it notina
high degree. For one, that perishes for want of knowing
his duty, there are 1rumbers, whe are lost for ever, for want
of seriously considering it, and laying it to heart. . Qur re-
pentance must be full and complete, and extend to all those
particulars whereim we have transgressed the laws of God
and till we discover. all our follies and mmfirmities, we can-
not amend, or so much 2s watch againét them.
Our repentance by this means may in some measure keep
“pace with our errors and failings, when this examination ig
frequently repeated before the Lord’s supper 3 and thus we
may prevent the insupportable weight of the sins of a whole
life falling upon us all at once, when we may neither have
understanding nor leisure to recollect ourselves,  much less
toexercise any fit and proper acts of repentance toward God
ot man. 'And,in this examination, let us consider the sins
that most easily beset our weakest part, by nature or-custom
least defensible 3 for the devil, like a skilful general, will
attack us where we lic most exposed, hoping, by gaining
that post, to make the town quickly surrender at his discre-
tion. For which reason, in surveying the state of our minds,
we should have an eye to those places that will least bear an
assault 5 those appetites or passions that most frequently oc.
casion owr fall from God’s grace, Agaip, we should con-

sider the several aggravations of our fellies ; whether com-
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mitted against the light of our minds ; with the free con.
sent of our wills, and in despite of the checks of our own
conscience : whether they have been often repeated ; whe-
ther transient acts or habitual disorders. And we ought to
observe all those previous steps that have made us transgress,
which have been fatal to the corrupting of our innocence,
and the occasions of betraying our virtue.

This makes us thoroughly acquainted with ourselves and
our own corruption ; a knowledge, which is of the greatest
consequence. By this we are driven to repentance, as the
only cure for that guilt which oppresses our souls, and for
which we lie at the ‘mercy of God’s vengeance : we are
disposed to humility ; and gain a lively sense of God’s
power and our frequent errors and miscarriages : we keep
our accounts clear’and even; -and it is an admirable means
to advance us toward christian perfection, by making us
careful to avoid those faults for the future, which we have
discovered in our former lives and conversations, not only
through fear of punishment, but because we have offended
so good and gracious » God, And Y

'L his dutyshould be accompanied with confession of sing
to God, which is the judgment a man passes upon himself, ei-
ther of approbation or of condemnation, whenever he delibe
erately weighs bis own actions : or it is the sentence which
his reason suggests that God, the judge of all the earth, will
pass upon him. Yet itis not barely a repetition of the
faults we are guilty of to almighty God ; but itis such an
acknowledgment of our faults, as is accompanied with
shame for them, with hatred to them, and with resolutions
to amend them.

SpEe et

HEADS OF SELF-EXAMINATION.
A Prayer before Self-Examination.®

0 Lorp, thou that art the searcher of all our kezrts, and
a discerner of the very thoughts, and in whose sight all
things are naked and open,” be pleased to impart a ray of

*This Prayer and the the following Examination and Prayefs are taken
from A Companion ty the Altar,
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Ehy heavenly light, to discover all the sints and infirmities of
my past life, and whatsoever else thou knowest wherein'l
have done amiss, that henceforward no secret sin may lie
undiscovered and corrupted in my soul 5 that by examining
my life and conversation by thy law, the rule and measurg
of my duty, I may understand the true state and condition
of my soul, and from a just sense and sight of all my trans.
gressions, through the assistance of thy grace and heavenly
benediction, I may be enabled to reform my life, and to turn
my feet unto thy testimonies ; so faithfully to search and
examine my own consgience, that I may. come hely and
clean to thy heavenly feast, and be received as a worthy par-
taker of that holy banquet which thou hast called me to, -
Grant this for thy mercy’s sake in Christ Jesus. ~dmen,
See Psalm cxxxixX. B

Y

Brief Heads of Selfz Examination upon each Comn
mandment. ‘ _

COMMANDMENT I.

Trouen I have not atheistically denied the being of a
God, or wickedly renounced him by apostacy, yet have §
not loved, desired and delighted in other things more than
in God ? Or have I not feared men, and dreaded the dis-
‘pleasure of the world more than of God? Or, have I not
trusted in men, and relied upon the world, more than upen
God ? Have I not despaired of God’s mercy ? - Or, by pre«
suming too much upon it, encouraged myself insin ? Have
Inot been unthankful for mergies received? Or, have T
not ascribed the glory and honour of what I now enjoy ta
myself more than to God ? (Say) God be merciful to me a
sinner, and lay not this (or these) sins to my charge. [Re-
peat the same at the end of every command 'en"t,:l '

II. "Though I have not worshipped God by images, yet
bave I not entertained gross and false conceptions of him ?
Or, have I not wilfully omitted coming to church, or to the
%ublic prayers, when I had ro just occasion to hinder me ¢

r, have I not rudely, irreverently, or wantonly behaved
myself during the time of divine service 7 Or, have I not
wiltully refused to come fo the Lord’s Supper, when I have
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beeh cilled to it ? Or, have I not rashly and unadvisediy &>
ceived the Sacrament without due preparation ? Ot, have £
hot broken my vows and resolutions which I then made ?

. IIL If I have not openly blasphemed the name of God;
yet have I notlightly or irreverently spoken of him ? O,
have I not profanely jested upon, or abused his holy places or
persons; or any thing else dedicated to his service ? Or, have
I not'taken Geod’s name in vain, by common swearing and
cursing ? OF, have T not taken false and ‘unlawful oaths ?
Or, have I notbroken my own vows and resolations, espe-
cially my baptismal ? o o .

IV. Have I not neglected the worship of God on his
sabbaths ? Have I not spent part thereof in vain sports, idle
discourses, visits, and many other unnecessary affaits ? Or,
have I not suffered others to profane the Sabbath; when it
was in my power to restrain them from so doing ? ‘

V. Have I not been stubborn, irreverent, and undutiful
towards my parents, rejecting their counsels, despising their
government, and coveting their estates before their death ?
Have I contributed towards their necessities when they were
in want, and I had itin my power to help them ? Or, have
I not been disloyal to my prince, stubborn and unfaithful to
my master, reftactory and unthankful to my minister, peev-
ish and unkind to my friend and eompanion. ? =

VI. If I bave not actually taken away the life of any per-
son, yet have I not made my neighbour’s life grievous by
oppression, rage, and violence against him ? Or, have I not
by fighting or quarrellihg wounded his person ¢ Or, have F
not tempted him, by any other vice or intemperance, to de-
stroy his health, and so shorten his days ? Or, have I not by
false or contumelious speeches wounded his good name and
reputation ¢ Or, have I not, by my own luxury arid intem-
perance in eating and drinking, been accessary to my own
death ? ) ‘ )

VIIL If Ihave escaped the grosser acts of adultery and
fornication, yet have I not conceived lust in my heart, and
neglected the means to preserve my own and others’ chas-
tity 7 Or, have I not by gluttony and drunkenness, or by
any impure thoughts and words, defiled my soul ? Or, have
I not accustomed myself to filthy talking, jesting and an:
chaste behaviour in common conversation ?

VIIL If I have not been guilty of common and public
stealing, yet have I been true and just in all my dealings ¥
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9z, have I not contracted debts, when I was cofiscious to
myself that I was not able to pay, or make restitution ? Or,
have I not wasted iny own or others’ estates by riotous liv-
ing 2 Or, have I not by violence or oppression exacted of my
inferiors, or by unlawful usury taken advantage of their nes
cessities 2, , ' ' '

IX. If 1 have ot before the imagistrate sworn falsely.
figaingt any man, yet have 1 riot accstorhed myself to lying
and shandering ¢ Or, have I not accused my neighbour un-
justly ¢ Or, have I not concealed the truth of another when-
justice and charity obliged me to give evidence of it? Ory
imve I not unjustly sought to upliold my own credit, of to
blast any other person’s ? » : ‘

X. Have I not secretly coriplained against the providence
of God, as if others had too imuch, and I too little ? Or have
I not by unlawful means endeavored to deprive others of
their goods and prosperity ?  Or, have I laboured truly and
faithfully to get my own living, and been content with that
state of life unto which it hath pleased God to call me ?

sy, e s

A penitential Confession of Sins § with an humble
Supplication for Meircy and Forgiveness.

- AitmicHty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that
thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that
-are pemitent 3 create and make in me a néw and contrite -

., heart, that I, worthily lamenting niy sins,
Here call to mind gpd acknowledging my wretchedness, may’
all your thost griev- . . . ‘
ot sins. obtain of thee, the God.of all mercy, per-
. fect remission and. forgiveness, through
Jesus Christ.our Lord,  Amen.
See Psalm vi. xxxii. xxxvii. li,

An Act of Contrition.

¢ FATHER, I have sinned agaitist heaven, and before thee,
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. ~ Wo is me,
O Lord, who was conceived and born in sin”’ the thoughts
of my heart were inclined unto evil from my youth, Wo
is me that I have sinned against thee, 'my Creator and kind
benefactor. Lord, I have done evil continually in thy sight
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and rily life hath beeri little else than orie contifiual course of
impiety, unthankfulness, and of unworthy returns for all
thy goudness and loving-kindriess to me. Vo is me that I
should thus requite the Lord. O that my head were wa-
ters, and mine eyes a fountain- of tears, that I might weep
day and night for my sin! O gracious Lord, look on me as
thou didst on the apostle St. Peter, and let thy compassion-
ate ook so pierce my stony heart, that I imay weep bitterly
for my sins, and may have that godly sorrow which worketh
tepentance unto salvation'not to be repented of : for Jesus’
sake. Amen. , '
See Psalm xgv. xxxii xxxviii;

- A Resolution to lead a new Life.

_Axp now, O Lotd, I do not only with great shame and
confusion of face confess and bewail the sinfulhess and van-
ity of my own life, but I do steadfastly resolve and purpose

through the assistance of thy grace and Holy Spirit direct-
ing me) fo ¢ renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps
and vanities of this wicked world. and all the sinful lusts
of the fleshs” Be pleased, O Lotd, to strengthen and con-
firm all these good resoliitions in me.  Amd Lheariily thank
thee, O heavenly Father, for calling me to this state of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ my Saviour, who died for my
sins, and rose again for my justification ; and I humbly be-
seech thee, for his sake, to give mie grace to continue in the
same unto my life’s end.  Amens

See Psalm i, xxiils xxiv. xxv. cxix. cxxvi.

A Prayer for Faith in God’s mercy through Christ,

AtnreuTy God, our heavenly Father, who, for the
greater confirmation of our faith and confidence in thy mer-
€y, hast, in thy holy gospel declared, that ¢« wboso‘ever be-
lieveth in thy Son Jesus Christ, shall not perish, but have
everlasting life * and that ¢ this is life eternal, to know
thee the only truc God and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent:” Increase this knowledge, and confirm this faith, in
me evermore. O let me not test in a dead faith, but grant
that I may have such a lively faith as will shew itself by love
and good works ; such a victorious faith, as may enable me
to overcome the world, and conform me to the image of thy

X
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- 8on Jesus Christ, in whoni I believe. O grant me such 3
due sense of thy infinite mercy, shewn to. mankind in so
much mercy, as may never depart out of my mind.

I steadfastly belicve, O blessed Jesus, that thou didst sufe
fer upon the cross to save me and all the woild from the
guiltand punishment of oursins. O give me that grace,
that I may die to sin, and rise again unto righteousness !
Accept my imperfect sorrow, repentance, faith, and weak
resolutions 3 and let thy precious merits, © my crucified.
Saviour, supply all my wants and imperfections. Thou hast
said, ¢ Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are weary,
and heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” O blessed Jesus,
I come untc thee In all humility, and deeply sensible of my
great unworthiness : O do thou bear this burden of sin for
me, and refresh me, with comfortable hopes of thy mercy
and forgiveness, and the truth of thy salvation, O gracious
Lord I To whom (with the Father and the Holy Ghost) be
all honour and glory for ever.  Amen.

- Se¢ Psalm Ivii,  Eph ii. 6, 11.

e

) /
4 Form of Self- Examination o be used before re-
ceiving the Holy Sacrament. -

(From Mr. Merrick.)

Have I neglected to keep up in my mind the love of God,.
or the fear of him ? ’
Have Ibeen unthankful for his mercies and blessings ?
Have I broken the Sabbath ?
Have [ neglected to attend the public prayers of the
church ? ‘
Have I neglected 1o receive the holy sacrament ?.
ave I neglected private prayer, or have I prayed in s
careless manncr ? ‘
Have I at any time taken an unlawful oath ?
Have 1 been guilty of cursing or swearing in my discourse,
orﬁt tainrllg the Lord’s name in vain ? '
ave Iloved and sought af iti
hi wicked med and sor g ter the pomps and vanities of
o Iia::i: ?I fulfilled the lusts of the flesh, in thought, .word,
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Mave 1 been guilty of pride, covetousness, discontent, and
Smpatience, envy, hatred, malice, anger, or uncharitable~
ness ? |
Have 1 been guilty of drunkenness, or of gluttony, orof
sloth and idleness ?
Have I hurt my neighbour ?
Have I cheated, wronged, or oppressed him ?
Have I spoken evil of him without cause ?
Have I neglected to perform such kind otfices as he had a
Fight to expect from me ?
Havye T been guilty of lying 2
- Have I been disrespectful or undutiful to my parents, or
%o any of those persons whom God has set in authority over
me§ :

Sr—————

A Prayer to be used after Examination.
(From Mr. Mecrrick.)

O eTeRNAL and all-seeing Lord, forgive the sins which
I have now recollected, and all other offences which T have
at any time committed against thee, 'Take not thy Holy
Spirit from me, but increase my faith and my repentance,
and make me go on from strength to strength, till thy work
be perfected in me, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

For further help in self-éxamination see the office of hu-
miliation, above. :

A Preparatory Meditation, to bring the Mind into
a serious Frame.
(From the Paschal Lamb.)

Is 1T not fit, O my soul, thou shouldst pause a little onx
thy Redcemer’s death, before thou goest to remember it
with the congregation? There are those charms in that
death, which if rightly viewed, will be invincible motives
to thee to die to a sinful life, and to embrace the holy life
of Jesus. .
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O that I had wings like a dove, that T might fiy away te
Golgotha, and behold the dreadful spectacle of God cruci-
fied for the sins of the children of men, A mighty myste.
ry this | To the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks
foolishness : What all the Jewish rabbins could not se¢, -
what the greatest heathen sages could not find out, that
bath God revealed. O God! thy ways are not like our
ways, nor are thy thoughts like our thoughts.  When all
mankind fay in darkness, and was covered with the shadow
of death, and the old serpent was going to swallow up their
‘souls; behold ! thy Son appears from heaven, frights the
powers of darkness, and all immediately foll down before
him, and tremble. - v

Ah! Jesu, meekest of kings, and fairer than all the chil
dren of men; I behold thee harging on the cross, bln)ttin,g
out the hand-writing which was against meT How red were
the characters | How bloody were the lings! Yet thy pre-
cious blood makes them as white as snow.

O Lord, T hear thy words, sharper than any two-edged
sword ; I hear thy complaints, which broke the rocks and
shook the earth ; and shall not my heart be moved at them ?
For thee, the Son of the most High, to cry out, My soul is
exceecing sorrowful cven unto death ; who can hear this, and
not stand confounded ! For omnipotence to sink thus! For
infinite perfection to faint thus { For him that sat on the
circle of the earth, thus to weep, thus to mourn. Thoy
criest to thy Father ; and he seems deaf to thy lamentations,
No showers from above come down; the stars of heaven
withhold their influence ; and scarce an angel will stir ta
thy assistance. But what need | wonder, thou criest sa
loud under the heavy load ? for when we, like sheep had
gone astray, thou bearest the iniquity of us all : The arrows.
of God stuck fast in thee, and his hand pressed thee sore,

O blessed Nazarite ! whiter than snow, brighter than the
sky, purer than the sun; how is thy face disfigured with
grief | how do thine eyes languish { is this the face that was
the perfection of beauty ¢ Is this the face that was once the
desire of all nations ¢ Is this the face, which so many proph-
ets, and righteous men have desired to see ? Is this the face
tl‘mat Abraham longed to behold, and the patriarchs were am-'
bicious to have a view of ? s this the face admired bv an-
gels, and dreaded by devils ? Is this the mighty bridegroom
of the church, who was once transfigured ‘on the holy
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rount, and his face did shine as the sun, and his rament be.
came white as the hght? Is this he whom Geod anointed
with the oil of gladness above his fellows ? Whose garments
smell of myrrh, alloes; and cassia; and cast such a scent,
that the daughter of Tyr: came with a gift and the rich
among the people entreated bi: favour /—How is he al~
tered ! How is his countenance changed ¢ Yet stiil thou art
lovely to a soul that sees farther than thé outside. Still
thon art the fountain of living waters.  biill thou art
-the joy of the whole earth, the light of heaven and the
soug of Sion.. My thoughts, O Lord. sha' follow rhee to'
the cross. Methinks, I see, how thou art going to die : Thou
lookest back on thine enemies, and notwithstunding all their
affronts, offerest” them meycy. O mcomprehensxblc good-
ness | Wben thou art lifted up to the infamous tree, thon
drawest and invitest all men unto thee ; thou preachest on
the cross, and thy very words are sermons to the children -
of men; and thy blood trickling down, is an exhortation
to repentance.  Surely it is good for me to adhere to thee,
and to count it death to be separated from thee.

Oh! Whether shall I go but to thee ? thou hast the
- wordsof eternal life. Thou art that lofey cedar, whose boughs
overspread the belicving world.  Under the shadow of that
tree will T rest: It is for the healing of the narions. T will
be glad in the Lord, and rejoice in my blceding Jesu. While
the world despises thee. I will honour thee 5 while great
men pass by and regard thee not, I that am poor and needy
will wait to be refreshed by thee.

Go ye fools, be enamoured with trifles, dote on your sen-
sual pleasures; here is one that locks charming in his tears,
lovely in his blood, amiable-in his wounds; and-is more
beautiful in the midst of all his distresses, than the bright.
est virgin’s face, adorned with all the glittering treasures of
the east,

O my Jesus! who can hear thee cry, 7 thirst, and not
wish for rivers of tears 7 What canst thou thirst fox but the
salvation of mankind ? Thou comest for that purpose from
heaven, and left those brighter mansions to invite poor
sinners to the mighty banquet there.  For this thou didst
travel up and down, and enduredst cold and hunger, and
weariness 3 for this thou wroughtest miricles ; for this thou
didst intreat, rebuke, and preach the word, in season and
sut of seasor, for this thou couldst be content to want a
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place where to lay thy head ; and taughtest daily in the
temple, sometimes on the mount, sometimes in a ship, some=
times, in a desart; for this thou sufferedst, wast buffeted,
beaten, bruised ard wounded ; and for this:thou diedst.

The drink offerings I bring 10 thee, are insatiable desires
after thy grace and favour. I offer thee no rivers of oil, no
rams, no bullocks with horns and hoofs. Thou desirest not
sacrifice, else would I give it thee, thou delightest not in
burnt offerings. Thou choosest rather that I should obey
thy will 5 I am content to do it, yea, thy law is within my
heart: My soul flics.and flutters about like Noah's dove,
and can find no ress, till it gets into thy artk. ‘Accept then,
" most gracious Redeemer, the vows I offer thee. Behold
and visit this vine, which thy own right hand hath pianted ¢
Shine upon it good Lord, and let it bring forth pleasant
grapes. Amen, Amen. '

e e

A Prayer to be used before receiving the Holy
: Sacrament.
(From Mr. Merrick.)

O BLESSED Jesus, who didst suffer death vpon the cross
for the sins of the world, and hast appointed the holy sacra=
ment (which Tam about to receive) in remembrance of thy
death, and as a means of strengthening and tefreshing the
gouls of penitent sinners, prepare me by thy grace for the
pérformance of this duty. Thou hast mercifully promised,
that him who cometh unte thee thou wilt in no wise cast
out : Unto thee, O Lord, I come, weary and heavy laden
with the burden of my sins.  Forgive the many and great
offences which I have committed; cleanse and strengthén
my heart by thy Holy Spirit; and make me an acceptable
guest at thy rable: enable me to approach it with a stead-
fast and lively faith in thee, with a deep apd earnest repen-
tance, and with fervent charity towards 2ll men. Grant
that I may receive the full benefit of that atonement which
thou hast made for me by thy precious blood ; and that,
~walking henceforth in the way of thy commandments, I may,
be prepared to meet thee with joy, when thou comest in the
glory of thy Father; to whom, with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be all honour, praise, and thanksgiving, now and for
evevmore  Amen,
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Another Prayer before Receiving,
(From M. Jenks.)

O Gop, that hast prepared a table in this wilderness, with
hcavenly provxs:ons for our souls, prepar€ my scul for these
provisions 3 and give me spiritual appetites, as well as spit-
itual sustenance; that, as the hart pants after the water-
brooks, my soul may pant after thee; O God 5 that with de-
sire I may desire to eat this passover ; and so open my mouth,
that thou mayest fill my hungry soul with thy good things,
and so lift up the everlasting doors of my heart; that the
king of glory may come in; that Christ may dweil in my
heart by faith, and abide with my Spmt, as long asI am to
abide hete in the flesh.

O make thy ordinance healing, and the saviour of life to
my soul. And miake it also a sealing ordinance, to clear up
to me the patdon of my sins, and the assurance of thy love.
And as thou sealest the covenant of grace, O let me seal the
covenant of obedience; and in such a devout and accepta-
ble manner come unto thy table, that I may return from it.
with my conscience quieted, my corruption subdued, my
graces encreased, and my soul encouraged, with an enlarged
heart to run the way of thy commands.

Ah! Lord, to whom should I repair but unto thee, my
life, my strength, and my Redeemer; O thou that callest
unto thee the labouring and heavy laden sinners, help me so
to come to thee, that in thee I may find rest to my soul.
Thou that hast commanded us to break our bread to the
hungry, O break the bread of life to all of us that hunger
and thirst after righteousness : and give us, O Lord God,
our heavenly Father, evermore give us this bread.  As thew
art pleased still to continue to us the liberty and advantage
of this ordinince, to nourish and revive our souls, O work
in our hearts a higher esteem for it, and a greater love to it.
And in our prcparatmns before we eat and drink at thy ta-
ble, in our communicating there, and our cofiversation after,
O teach and help us to carry beseeming the holy, heavenly
feast; and as becomes the redeemed and obliged of the
Lord, and the very living members of ‘Jesus Christ.

Hear me, O Lovd my God, and forgive me; bless and
direct me, quicken and assist me in the work now lymg up-
ot me ; and be good to me, and deal graciously with me 3
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that I may discharge all my offices hearti ify 4s to the Lotd;-
and with good acceptanceé in the sight of God, through the.
beloved of my soul, the only Saviour of men., Amen.

Efaculations before Receivings
n]
(From Mr. Jenks.)

O trit T may see thy power and thy glory), so as Lhave
geen thee in the sanctuary | that I may share in the heavs
enly entertainment of thy children, and eat and drink in thy
presence, that bread of life, and that cup of Blessing, which
may be the life of my soul, and make glad my heart, event
with the joy of thy salvation.

O how unworthy am I, Lord, that thoii shouldst comé
under my roof § unworthy to eat the crumbs that fall under
thy table 3 but thy infinite merits can overcome all my sing
and unworthiness, and recommend me to the just and hos
ly Majesty of heaven, even as if I had not sinned. _

O Lord ! my soul is polluted and unclean { but thy pres
cious blood ean cleanse me from all my sins and defilements;
and make me fit to receive thee, to my profit and comfort.’
O speak thou the word, and I shall be clean and whole 3
and my soul shall live, and for ever bless thy name.

E;aculatzons and Meditations to be used dt any timé,
but particularly after the Consecration of the Ek

emenis )
* (From the Paschal Lamb.)

" O moty Jesu, Tadore thy unspeakable goodness; I delw%t
in thy unmeasurable mercy 3 I rejoice in thy ctoss ; I desne
to know nothing but the Lord Jesus, and him crucified.
O let the power-of thy cross prevail agamst ail the powers of -
darkniess 5 lef the wisdom of thy cross make me wise unto
salvation ; let the peace of thy cross reconcile me to thy
eternal Father, and bring me peace of conscience; let the
victory of thy cross mortify all my evil and corrupt affecs
tions ; let the triumph of thy cross lead me on fo a_state of
- holiness, that I may sin no more § but in all things please
thee, and inall things serve thee, and inall things glorify
thee.
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Treat and mﬁmtﬂ are thy, glories, mﬁmte and glorious.

are thy mercies : Who is like unte the Lord, our God, wha
dwelleth on high, and yet humbleth himself to beho 14 the
things that are.in heaven and earthy? Heayen itself doth.
wholly minister to our salvation. God takes care of us.
God loves us first: | God will not su*’f}er us to perxsh bug
employs all his attributes for our good. - The Son of God,
dies for us; the Holy Spirit' descends upon us, and teacheg
s 5 the angels minister to u:, the sacrament is our food ;
Chiist is married to our souls; and heaven itself is oﬂ'ered
to us for our portion,

O God, my God, assist me now and every graciously and
greatly Grant that 1 may not receive bread alone, for man
cannot live by that ; but that I may. eat Christ ; 3 that I may
not search into the secrets of nature, but inquire after the
miricles of grace. 1 doadmire, I worship, I'love. - Thou
hast overcome, O Lord, thou hast overcome 3 nde on tris
umphmtly, because of thy words of truth and peace ; lead
my soul in this triumph, as thy-own purchase; thy love
hith conquered, and I'am thy servant forever,

* Thou wilt not dwell in a poluted house ;° make. my soul
~ clean, and do thou consecrate it into a temple; O thou great’
Bishop of our souls, by the inhabiration of the Holy Spirit
.of purity. .

- Tam nothmg, I have nothing, I desire nothing but Jesus,
and to be in Jerusalem the holy mty from-above.. . - Make
haste, O Lord, behold my heart is ready: Come Lord Je-
sus, come quxckly

I am now before the altar of ' God, even the God. of my-:
Joy and gladness

I will offer thanksgwlng unto my Ged, and pay my vews:
unto the most High.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant me thy peace.

O Lamb of God, that takcst away the sins of the world
have mercy upon me,

Grant me gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy Son,
and to drink his blood,’ that my Sinful body may be made
clean by his body 3 and my soul washed through his most
precious blood.  dmsn.

Y
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Be pleased, O God, to accept this our bounden duty atid
service ; and command, that the prayers and supplications, .
together with the remembrance of Christ's passion, which
we do now offer up to thy divine majesty, may, by the
ministry of thy holy angels be brought up int: thy heavenly.
gabernacle : that thou, not weighing our merits, but looks
ing upon the bl sssed sacrifice of our dearest Saviour, which
was once fully and petfectly made for us all, maye.t pardon
our offences, and replenish us with thy grace and heavenly

bYenediction. Amen.

I¥hilst upon your knees you cast in your qffering,
o stop and say : ‘
Bressep Jesu! who didst accept the poor widow’s two
raites, be pleased graciously to accept this from thy unwor-
thy servant, -

TTen add,

O Lorp God } how I reccive the body and bloed of my
most blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, the price of my redemp-
tion, is the very wonder of my soul ! yet my most firm and
constant belief is uopn the words of my Lord and master.
At this time they are graciously tendered to me, and my
faith : Liord make me a worthy receiver, and partaker of all
the benefits. of this blessed sacrament.  Amen,

I mmec‘lz'al:é’lg’/' before Recerving.
Tuou hast said, that he that eateth thy flesh, and drinks -
eth thy blood, hath eternal life S ‘
Behold the servant of the Lord, be it unto me according -
to thy word. .

At the Receiving of the Bread. V
By thy crucified body, deliver me from this body of death.
At the Receiving of the Cup.
O LET this blood of thine purge my conscience from dead
works, to serve the living God, -

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean,
O touch me, and say, I wili, be thou clean.

Iy
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After Receiving.

W shall T render unto the Lord, for all the b‘.neﬁtzé

he hath done unto me ?
T will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name

of the Lord.
Worthy is the Lamh that was slain, toreceive power, and

riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory,

and blessing.
Therefore blessing, homur, glory, and power, be to him

that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and

ever  Amen.
I have sworn, and haye steadfust]y purposed to keep thy

righteous judgments.
O hold thou up my going in thy paths, that my fot-stcps

shp not.

ST e

MORE PRAYERS

{From A Companion to the Altar and New Manual.)

When yeou Receive the Bread.

Logp, I am not worthy of the crumbs which fall from
thy table, and yet thou givest unto me the bread of life.
Evermore give me this bread, that I may eat thereof and

not dic eternally.  John vi. 34, 5o.

Afler Recerving the Bread,
NoT unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name
give the praise, for thy Iovmg mercy, and for thy truth’s
sake.

Befire Receiving the Cup.

‘Grant O merciful God, that this cup, which Iam now
about to re«_elvg, may be unto me a cup of blessing  Sprin.
kle me with the blood of the ever blessed Jesus, that my
soul being cleansed from all corruptions, it may be ever pre- .
cious in thy sight, QO Lord, my stiength and my Redeemer.
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After Receiving the Cup.
" Bressep be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for

his unspeakable gift, in whom we have redempt on through
*his blood, even the forgiveness of our sins.

When you Retire from the Altar.

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, &c.
Luke ii. 29—32. ¢ Bless the Lotd, O my soul, and all that
is within me bless his holy name ; b]ecs the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine ini-
-quities, and healeth all thy diseases 3 who redeemeth thy life
from destruction, and crowneth thee with loving kindness
.and tender mercies.” O let that heavenly food which thoy
hast so lately fed me with, transfuse new life and new VIg-
our into my soul, and into the souls of all those who hive
been partakers Wxth me of this holy communion, that oys
faith, hope, and charity, may daily increase, and that we
may all grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen and Amen.

See Psalm viil. xxiil. lxvi, clii.

Ejaeulatmms end Elevations of *fze Soul after
heCEUULIth ‘

(From Mr. Jenks.)

" T bless thee, my God, for the mercies of a Saviour, withe
-out which all mercies else would be unavailable, and do me
no'good. I bless thee, that thou hast not withholden thy
Son, thy only Son from us, but given him to be the propi-
tiation for our sins, and to be the life and food of our souls,
Return to thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord has dealt
bountifully with thee. Thy life is given thee at his hands,
- who forgiveth all thy sins, and heal leth all thy diseases 3 and
" not only redeems thee fromﬂcstructxon, but crowns thee
with lovmq kindness and tender mercies, and satisfies thy
mouth with good things, and those the best of all things,
_even his pardon and Ppeace, his Son and his Sf)mt, the m.fu
es of his grace, and the Dledgea of his glory.
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* Blessed be my God for that bread which came down from
-heaven to give life unto the world.  And blessed be thy
name, O gracious Lord, for my share in this highest ex«
.pression of thy wonderful love and bounty.

Thou hast loved us, and redeemed wus, and wasned u's

from our sins in thy own blood. And O how infinitely in=-
debted am [ to thy mercy, that thou callest me to this heav-
enly entertainment, which cost thee so dear to purchase and
provide for us!
" O make me more sensible of thy love, and more thankful
for all its blessed ffects; and let me now find the happy
fruits of strength and refieshment to my soul, even strength
against all the temptanons that would pluck me from thee,
and engage me in rebellion against thee ; and such refresh-
ment as may take my heart off all the pleasures of sin, and
make it my meat and my drink to do the will of my heav~
enly Father.

I will admire, and love, and praise my Lord : T will be-
lieve and trust in his tried mercy : I will rejoice and glory
in his great salvation. And who shall pluck me out of his
hands ¢ What shall separate me out of his love ? My belov-
ed is mine, and I am his. Thine I am, O Lord, and thine
I will be, while I have my being.

Yet Lord of all power and love ! T beseech thee to keep
thy servant from falling 3 and preserve me in every time and
case of danger. O do not suffer me to undo myse;f but
pity my frailty, and relieve my infirmity : and in thy hands
let me be safe, and never perish, but attain to everlasting life
through Jesus Christ, my great Redeemer and only Saviour.

. dmeny Amens

A Prayer to be used when the Communion Sert
s erded.

)
@

i

Parpon, O God, all those 1mperfect1ons that have ac-
companied me at this time, in my attendonce at thy alhr 3
forgive the deadness and dullness of my affestions, ‘he wan-
derings of my thoughts, and the distractions of my mind.

Let the sincerity of my holy purposes and resolutions be
accepted, notwithstanding my weakness and frailty.

Oh! let this commemoration of my crucified Saviour,
influence all my thoughts, words, and actions, that my con-
vevsation may be as becometh the gospel of Christ,
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Reward me not according to my deserts, but according to
my great necessities, and .thy own rich mercy in Jesus
Christ ; to whom with thee, O God the Father, and God
the Holy Ghost, be all horfour and glory, world withayt
end.  dmen. ' '

A Prayer to be used afler Receiving the Holy
;o Sacrament. ‘
(From Mr. Merrick.)

O sLmicuTY God and heavenly Father, I return thee
thanks and praise for all thy mercies vouchsafed unto mej
and particularly for the opportunity which thou hast this
day given me of receiving that holy sacrament, which thy
Son-Jesus Christ has appointed in remembrance of his death
and sufferings, and for the spiritual nourishment and sup-
port of our souls: I confess, O Lerd, that I have not re-
ceived it with a suitable degree of love and devotion towards
thee, nor feel myself sufficiently sensible of the greatness of
those blessings which the performance of this duty has call-
¢d to my remembrance.  Forgive, O Lord, the weakness
and imperfection of this and all my other services ; increase
my faith, warm and enliven my heart with a constant and
most thankful affection towards thee, and enable me by the
grace of thy Holy Spirit to fulfil the promises of obedience,
which I have now made to thee, Make me watchful over
my thoughts, words, and actions ; and grant that I may lead
a strictly honest, sober, chaste, and godly life, following the
example of my blessed master Jesus Christ, and placing my
whole trust in his precious death and blood for the pardon
of my sins, that, when he shall come to judge the world, I
may be found clothed with his righteousness, and be re-
ceived into thy heavenly kingdom.  Grant this O merciful
father, for the sake of the same Jesus Christ, thy only Son
our Lord, Awmen.

A Prayer in private after Recciving the Holy
: Communzon.

O now plentiful is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up
*. for them that fear thee, which thou hast prepared for them
that put their trust in thy mercy, even before the sons of
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mien | I praise and magnify thy great and glofious name; O
Lord, for all -those manifold mercies and comforts which
thou hast bestowed upon me, ever since I was burn. G
Lord God, thou hast been my trust from iy youth, by thee
bav: I been holden up from the womb ; my praise shall con-
tinually be of thee; but above 4ll, blessed, and for ever
blessed be thy great and holy name, for the manifestation
of thy Son Jesus Christ, the fountain and foundation of ali
cur happiness, and for feeding me this day {who am unwor-
thy of the least of all thy mercies) with the spiritual food of
his most precious body and blood, to my great and endless
comfort. Enable me, O Lord, thiough thy gracions assis-
tance, to perform the conditions of . thar sacramental covea
nant which I have this day so solemnly renewed and con-
firmed in thy presence, and at thy table ; that through the
strength and power of that heavenly food I have there been
partaker of, I may daily grow iit grace and in the knowl-
cdge of Christ Jesus, and abound in every good word and
work ; and subdue in me all those inordinate lusts and cors
rupt affections, which war against my soul; purify my
mind from all evil' thoughts,  bad intentions, and evil de-
signs 3 and suffer not pride, vain-glory, self-love, malice,
‘hatred, or revenge, or any other evil whatseever, to reign im
my mortal body ; "but do thou keep it for ever in the purpose
of my heart, faithfully to fulfil mhy baptismal vows and reso«
lutions, which I have now again renewed at thy holy table,
that by persevering in all virtue and holiness of life, I may
at length be an inheritor of that infinite happiress and glo-
ry, which thou hast promised by Christ our Lord.  Amens

A Prayer in cur retirement, after Recciving the
Holy Sacrament ; which may be used as soon as
we come home, or be added o a person’s Evening
Prayer. :

WaaT thanks can I return, O most gracious God, to thy
divine majesty, for the opportunity thou hast this day given
‘me of approaching thy altar ; for the sense thou hast given
me of my duty, and for that strength’and power whereby
thou hast in some measure enzbled me to perform it ? | T will
praise and magnify thy great and glorious name ; and I will
entirely devote myself o thy service as long as I have any

being
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have received at the holy communion ; grant that they may
make me run- the way of thy commandments with delight -
"and pleasure, that I may never any more faint, or droop, or
tire i my duty. s

~ Blessed be thy name for those comfortable assurarices thou
hast given me of pardon and forgiveness. Let this thy
compasstonate goodness be a perpetual obligation to love and
gratitude. Let it put me upon'my guard, that I may watch
over all my ways, and do always that which is well-pleasing:
in thy sight. S - /
Blessed be' thy naime for that peace and quiet thou hast
restored to my soul 5 for those resolutions thou Hast wrought -
in' me to persevere in thy service to the end of my days.
DMake them firm, vigorous and constant ; and never let any
sinfuil passiohs any more ruffic and discompose my mind.
Blessed be thy name for that relish thou hats! given me of -
spiritual delights, that desire of possessing the eternal inher. .
itance. Let the enjoyments of sense appear mean and cons.
temptible ; and letnot the pleasures of the world any more
prevail upon me to transgress thy holy laws. - .
Grant, O Lozd, that I may walk worthy of those thy dis-
tinguishing mercies, and live as becomes the redeemed. of
the Lord ; remain therefore, O Lord, and abide with me .
for ever : I shall then be enabled to do thy will in this life;
and thereby be qualified to partake of thy glories to all eter-
nity in the next, through Jesus Christ my only Lord and
Saviours Amens '

Brief Rules for Preparation for the Holy Commun-
éon, and Behaviour hoth at and qfter it : with
short Prayers and Meditations sxitable to the oc-
casion

(From Archbishop Synge.)

OF GENERAL PREPARATION. .

" Be that would maintain and keep himself in 2 constant’
general preparation for the holy communion, so as always
ta be fit upon the shortest notice, to partake of it (which
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reitainly every. christian ought ever to endeavour after) must
be careful it the observ‘mon of these following rules :

1. He must be diligent in his endegvours to know and un-
derstand all the several parts and branches of hls/duty to
God, to ali other men, and_to hirhself ; for which end he
must be . careful to make the best use he can of all those
means of instruction and knowledge which God has put into
bis power ; such as reading the holy scriptures, and other
good books, or hedring them read ; attending upon thé pub-
lic offices of preachmg, catcchlsmg, and the like, Prov, 1 Iv. 5.
Fohnsve39. 2 Tim. 1. 15, Fobn, xiii. 17,

2. He must, upon all occas1ons, be 1ndustrlous and zealc
qus in the avoiding of every sin, and the pracnce and per-
formange of every duty, accordmg to his ability ahd oppor-
tunity for the same, 77¢. il. T1—14. Luke, xii 47.

3. He must very often think and meditate upon ] his ways,
and all his pwrtlcular practxces, and examme whether or no
thcy are agreeable, to the rules of his duty; that whertso-
ever he finds he has been deﬁcmnt or done amiss, he may
take the better care to rect va and amend it for the time to -
come, Psalm,iv. 4 and cxix. §g. Lam. iii. 0.

_ For which end and purpose I recommend this followmg
casy, but very pr oﬁtable task, which I would bave every man
constmtly to impose upon himse] f3 namiely, two or three
times in the course of each day, to carry his thoughts back,
and seriously consider what he has that day been doing, and
how He has spent hlS time, from the very minute that he
first awaked from sieep: As for example: When first I
awaked, did I think upon God and recommend myself to
his 1lm1ghty care and protection 3 or did not Worldly, or it

may be sinful thoughts, first take possesion of my heart ?
Again, I was late]y in such and such company: Were all
my words and actions innocent, modest, and decent ? Did
I give no offence to God, or scandal to the world, by any
thmg which there I elther said or did ? &c. Such ques-~
tions as these, if we would constantly and serlously put
home to our consciences, while things remain fresh in our
memories, it is evident what a. mxghty influence it would
have upon us, to restrain us from evil, and excite us to de
that which is good.
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OF PARTICULAR. PREPARATION,

1. WHENEVER notice is given of the celebration of the
holy communion, let every sincere and devout christian im-
mediately resolve, by no means to mise that opportunity of
commemorating the sufferings and communicating in the
merits of his blessed Lord and Saviour. :

1. And in the midst of all his business (in the mean time)
let him very often call to mind, that such a day he must not -
be absent trom God’s holy table, and therefore must be very
careful not to do any thing which may render him unfit for it.

"IIT. At some seasons it 1s very necessary that every man
should'set a little time apart for the more strict and particu-
lar examination of his conscience ; for which end and pur-
pose I earnestly recommend that catalogue of sins which 1
drawn up at the end of that excellent book, ¢ The whole
Duty of man,” which I would have every man very dis.
tinctly to go over; and upon every particular to recollect
his actions, and ask his conscience, fHave I been guilty of
this @ ' . :

IV. But where a man very often receives the commun-
jon, and never misses any opportunity for it, I do not cons
ceive that such a particular examination'is every time abso-’
lutely necessary 5 nor have all men, at all times, leisure
enough for it.  But however, ordinarily, I think no man
ought to receive the holy communion without some previs
ous examination of himself. For the more easy and regu-
lar performance of which, I would have it remembered, that
the whole duty of a christian is reducible to these three
heads, Mats, xxii. 37, &c.

1. To love God in the highest degree.

+ 2. Sincerely(and not corruptly or sensually)to fove himself,

3. Tolove every man with the same sort -of love (though -
not in the same degree) as he loves himself. ‘

V. Every time then, that a man receives the holy com-
munion, I would have him before-hand, seriou:ly to putat
least these three questions home to his conscience.

1. Do I really and trulylove God above all things ? And
do I effectually shew this my love, by a due honour and
respect to him, in all my thoughts, words and actions ?

2. have I 2 sincere and upright love for myself ? That is,

~ do I love my soul better than my body ;- and am [
more heartily concerned te sesure my everlasting hap-
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piness in the world to eome, than'to ‘compass my
pleasure or pnofit in this life £

3. Have I arcal and sincere love for all mankind without

exception ! and do I eﬂlctually shew this my love,
by hurting no man' by werd or deed (where I can pos-
sibly avoid it) and by being ready to do good to every
man whatsoever, in all ways and upon all occasions
whereyer I have ablhty and opportpmty ?

And if these three questions are byt seriously meditated
upon for a litile time, there is scarce any sin that 4 man has
been geilty of, but they will point it out to him.

VI. When a man, by the examination of his conscwnce,
has set his sins full in his view, then lef him insert in his or-
dinary devotions, this, or some such like confession of them
to God ;

O wmost gracious God ! I, thy unworthy creature, here
humbly ackunowledge my sins before thee.. And besides
those which I have now recollected, I cannot but own, that
1 lie under the guilt of many more transgressions, although
I am not able to recount or remember them. Nor can I de-
ny, but that I have committed many sins, even contrary to
the motions of thy grace, and the light and canviction of my
own conscience 3 and therefore do most justly deserve the
severity of thy wrath and indignation against me. But,
Lord, I fly-unto thee for mercy; for the sake of Christ Je-
sus our blessed Redeemer, be mercifyl unto me in the par-
don of all my sins, known and nnknown ; and so guide and
assist me by thy grace, that, for the time to come, I may be
duly careful to abstain from every evil thing, may grow in
grace and be zeplous of good works, and maintain a con-
science void of offence towards God, and towards men,
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

To which It Tim add this short Prayer.

MosT merciful God, who hast given thine only Son je-
‘suq Christ to die for our sins: grant me thy grace, I hum-

ly besecch thee, that I may never bz unmindful, but always
tr uly thankful for that inestimable benc ﬁtvouchsafud unto me
by Lis death and sufferings: and so fitand preplrc. me, O
Ford, by the as<stance ofthy Holy Spirit, that beth at this,
and ‘.xll othgr tiyes, I may be righily qualified to commem-
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orate the passion of my'blessed Redeemer, in that Loly ore
dmance which he has appointed ; and also thereby effcctu.
ally to partake of that redemption which be has Wrought for
all mankind, through the same ]esus Christ our Lord. "Amen,

Of Behaviour at, dnd after the Foly Communion.

. At the holy communion, and at all other times in the
Worshlp of God, let every man strive, as much as he can,”
to keep his mmd intent and fixed upon what he is about,
and to lay aside not only all wicked thoughts, but also all
such as are impertinent to the present business.

2. Let him also take care to behave hlmseI'F with such
outward decency and composedness, as may be a sufﬁ(:lent
token of that inward devotion and reverence which he bears
in his heart, without gaging about, or any way unnf'cesqarxly
moving his body, or wh;spenng to any one that is near him,
or the like.

3. Whilst the service is performmo let him allqaxcngjom
with the minister and congregation ; with his heart and -
thoughts lifted up to God ; and with his tongue toa, where
the liturgy requires that any thing should be spoken aloud
by the pcople ; as in the responces, the confession, the
Lord’s prayer, and the doxology.

4. But let hnm take care, likewise, to aveid all mauner of
affectation, and not to behave himself in such a manmer, as
if he had a mind to be taken notice of for a per.on of ex-
traordmary devotion.  For which reason, whatcver private
prayers,, of mcdltanons, he may have to offer up to God,
let him put them into his thoughts alone, and fet not hzs
voice be heard, but when the pubhc office reqmr“s it. -

5. When he has received the bread, let him cffer up thxs,
or some other short ejaculation to God

O coop God, grant that by the sufferings of my dear
Saviour who was crucified for me, I'may escape eternal sufe
fermgs, and be made a partakyr of everlasting glory.

And when he has received the cup, let h;m in hla heart
thus say :

O GracIOUS God ; grant that by the sheddmg of the blood
of thy dear Son, I may-obtain the remission of all my sms.
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6. While the bread and wine are distributing to the rest
of the congregation, let him entertain himself with such
sort 6f meditations and prayers as these :

1. Let him again bethink himself what those sins are, to
which he has been most inclined 3 and let him in the pres-
ence of God, seriously and stedfastly renew his resolution
of being careful to abstain from them for the time to come.

2. Let him also consider, what opportunitics he ordina-
rily has for the doing of any good works, and let him stead-
fastly purpose ever hereafter to be diligent in making use of
them.

3. And let him hereunto add the following short prayer :

MerciruL God, assist me with thy grace and Holy Spir-
it, that I may always keep those vows and resolutions which
thou hast ensbled me to make; that I may ne-ecr return to
any of my former sins, but ever hereafter serve thee faith-
fully, in the constant practice of virtue and rﬁhgmn, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.

4. And here let him express his charity by putting up a
prayer for all mankind, in this or the like form :

Logrp, if it be thy gracious will, extend thy mercy and
compassion unto all mankind. Enlighten the minds of those
that are ignorant, and move the wills of those that are ob-
stinate, that they may all receive thy holy truth, and-care-
fully live in the praciice of it. Purdon all my enemies, O
Lord, and bring them, and all of us, all the world over, to
grue repentance, that we may all live holily and righteously
here, all may, in the end, be happy with thee hereafter,
through Jesus Christ our Lorc.. Amen.,

5. And then let him entertain himself with reading and
meditating upon some select portions of the holy scripture,
until such time as the minister is ready to procecd wiith the
public office. I need not here transcribe apy particular texts,
but will leave every man to make choice of such asare most
agreeable to him 5 only if he be at a loss, let him read the
hundred and nine‘rceuth Psalm, where he will easily find
proper matter enoug': to employ his devoutest thoughts up-
o1 this occagion, :
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6. When the service is ended, and the congregation dis-
missed, let him depart to his house or place of abode ; and
as soon as he has a convenient opportunity of retiring into
some private place, let him first Jook back, and consider -
whether or no, in the performance of this holy office, which
he has so lately been at, he has behaved himself in all things
as he ought to have done; and if he finds that he has been
any way short or defective therein, let him resolve to take a
better care for the time to come. '

7. And then let him conclude with this, er the hike prayer:

Lowrp, I desire to return my most humble and hearty
thanks to thee, for all thy blessings, both spiritual and teme
poral, which thou hast vouchsafed to me. At this time par~
ticularly, I praise and bless thy holy name, for that oppor-
tunity which thou hast this day given me of commemorating
the death and passion of my blessed Redeemer, and also of
p rtaking of his merits in the participation of that holy or-
dinance which he has appointed.  Lord, pardon all the
weaknesses and defects which I have been guilty of in the
performiance of that great duty; and assist me with thy
grace, I beseech thee, that in the whole course of my life I
may be ever caveful to fulfil and perform these vows and
zesolutions which I have made to theg, through Jesus Christ
our Lord,  Admer. '

N

8. And st of all, let him never, as long as he lives, be
forgetfol of what he has thought, and said and done, both
brfore, and at the holy communicn : but let the remembrance
#i it be a constant restraint, upon him from all manner of
wickedness ; and let hini upen the assault of any temptation,
thus bethink himself,

AT such a time I received the holy communion, and then

I sertously resolved, and solemnly promised to almighty
i3
o

God, that I would heartily endeavour, in al} points, to live
iike a christian.  Shall T then, ypon any account, cheat, lie,
eurse, or swear, talk profanely or obscencly, or the like f No,
God forbid | I have engaged myself to God, to be another
sort of 2 man; and what can T expect but wrath and indig~
nation from Lim, if knowingly and wilfully I should violate
those promises which Fso deliberately and steadfastly made

W him !
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HERE
AN OFFICE FOR THE SIEE.
Prayers from Dr. Paley’s Clergyman’s Companion in visiting the Sick.

Prayers for the Sick.

(From Bishop Patrick.)

O mosT gracious God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ bast
united us all in one body, that we shoild love one anaother,
and if one member suffers, all the members should suffer
withit; we humbly implore thy tender mercics towards this.
thy servant, of whose afflicted condition we desire to have g
compassionate sense and feeling. .

Look graciously upon himy O Lord, and visit him with thy

salvation, Vouchsafe him such consolations from above,
* as we should desire for ourselves, were we in his extremity.
Give him a true penitent heart for all the offences that he hath
‘at any time committed; together with a lively faith in thySon
Jesus, who came into the world to save sinners. Give him the
comfort of a holy hope, that thou acceptest his repentancey
and faithful devotion to thee. Support him by this hope
under all his pain, and enable him penitently to submit to
thy faithful correction. Send him help now in time of need,
both for his soul and his body. Bless the means for his re~
covery ; and, if it be thy good pleasure, restore him speed-
ily te his former health, and inspire him with a serious resos
lution to serve thee more zealously all his days.

Or if thou hast otherwise resolved in thy wise counsels
deliver him from the fear of death, assist him in his last age
ony, give him an easy and cheerf:.1 passage out of this life,
and send thy holy angels to conduct him into'rest and peace
with our Lord Jesus Christ, for the same Jesus Christ’s
sake. Amen.

(From Bishop Taylor.)

Give thy servant, O Lord, patience in his sorrows, come
fort in his sickness, and restore him to health if it seem good:
to thee. And, however thou shalt determine concerning
him, yet make his repentance pexfect, and his faith strong,
and his hope stedfast, and his passage safe; that when
thou shalt call his soul from the body, it may enter into b
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Fest of the sons of God, and the bosom of blessedness; arid
be with the Holy Jesus. Amen.

A Prajer for Thankfulness in Sickness.

O Gop, wondzrful both in thy mercies and judgments;
grant that the sense of thy servant’s present afflictions may
not cause him to forget thy former mercies, which thou hast
bestowed upon him : O therefore, let the remembiance of
those many and great blessings that he hath sb long enjoyed
at thy hands, be now the proper motives and incentives to
the virtues of patience and humility, causing him cheerfully
to resign himself o thy blessed will inder all the dispensa-
tions of thy providence, though ever sohard ; and patiently
to wait for the return of thy loving-kindness in Jesus, which
is better than life.  Amen. '

A Prayer for a Blessing on the Means used fir d
Sick Person’s Recovery.
(from Mr. Kettlewell)

O cracrous Lord, by whose word man lives, and not by
dny human means alone ; direct we pray thee, the counsels
of those who prescribe to this thy servant, and prosper the
medicines which are used to procure him ease and strength ;
but let not his confidence in them lessen any thing of his de-
pendence on thee, buf make him sensible that every good
gift is from thee, and that it is'thou that givest us help in
time of need : To whom therefore, but to thee, . should we
flee in the day of our visitatien ¢ since it is thy blessing only
that maketh the means we use, effectial ; and, however vain
the use of them is without thee, if thou biddest them, the
things or accidents which we do not think of, or regard,
shall recover us. O, therefore, as their part who administer
to him is the care, so let thine, O God, be the blessing, and
his the comfort : and as he regatds them as thy instruments,
so let him own thee for the author of his'mercies, and to
thee give thanks, and pay his vows and services; through
our Lord ard Saviour Jesus Chuist,  Amen.
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A Prayer for the tfraté of Pdtience,'

Pisie thy sérvant, O thou merciful Redeemer and fover
of souls; t¢ undergo this load of affliction, which thou hast
laid upon him, with patience. Lead him gently by the hand
to the waters of comfort, and let thy rod and thy staff sup.
port him;" now that he is obliged to walk in the vélley and
shadow of death. :

Let him ¢onsider thee, O blessed ]esus, in all thy weary
pilgtimage and suﬂ'ermgs liere upon earth, before thou en-
teredst irito glory that he be not weary and faint in his
ind.

- If relief does not come from thee so sdon as he expects
or desires, enable Lim still to hold out with long suffering,
and to wait with patlence for it. And whatsoever thou
doest with him, O Lord, let him be dumb, and open not his
mouth to murmur or repine, because it is thy doing. Make
him acquiesce and rest satisfied, even in the bitterest dispens
gations of thy providence: And let no pains or sufferings
ever drive him from thee, consxdermg that no temptation
hath befallen him but what is common to men. Grant this,
O God, for thy Son Jesus Christ's sake.  Amen.

A Prayer jor one who Izaﬂz been a noborzously
Wicked Livet.

‘ N |

O LorB God, of infinite goodness and compassion, whose
mercies are over all thy works 5 who makest the sun to
shine, and the rain to descend upon the unjust as well as the
just, and art kind even to the most unthankful : - We hum-
bly beseech thee to look down in mercy upon this thy une
worthy servant, who hath so long trampled upon the riche
es of thy goodness, not knowing that it should lead to re«
pentance.

Let thy rod theréfore, awaken him now to a sense of his
%ondition, whom thy goodness hath not reclaimed, and let

im still find mercy at thy hands, notw1thstand1dg his con-
tinual abuse of it.

Thou hast promised, O Lord, ¢ that, when the wicked
man turneth away from his wickedness which he hath com-
mitted, and doth that which"is lawful and right, he shall

A
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save his soulalive.” O, make good this thy promise to thy
servant here, whe stands in so much need of it;

Hide thy face from his sins and blot out all his iniquities -
theugh they be red as scarlet, yet do thou make them white
as snow, by repentance; which we beg of thee to give him,
and to accept, though late, through thine infinite mercies.

Simon Magus, though in ¢ the gall of bitteriiess, and the
~ bond of iniquity,” was exhorted to repent, and to pray for

pardon : and therefore we hope the gate of life is still open
for our brother; though he hath so long shut himself out of
it, by going on in a course that leadeth to the chambers of
death. . ‘ »

Blessed Lord, let thy terrors at length awaiien him out of
this lethargical condition, before he is overtaken by thy
judgments.  Afflict him here, that’thou mayest spare him
hereafter. Soften his heart, that he may bewail his ill-spent
life, like Mary Magdalen, with tears of contrition.

O, quicken him to a sénse of his duty, and of his dan-
ger, before it be too late : And when thou hast brought him
to his right mind, receive him, we beseech thee, as the com-

assionate father did his prodigal son, or the shepherd his
%;st sheep. _ 4
" Thou, O Lord, who didst pardon the thief upon the
eross, hear our prayers for our brother, in these his great,
and, for any thing we know, his last agonies.

And, as the fore-mentioned instances are lively significa-
tions of thine unbounded goodness, and, were written for
our comfort and instruction, that none should despair of par-
don ; so with the greater confidence we now recommend
this our distressed brother to thy divine protection, beseeche
ing thee to forgive all that is past, and to receive him at last
into thine everlasting habitation.  Amen.

A Prayer for a Sick Woman that is with Child.

O Gop, the help of all that put their trust in thee, the
support of the weak, and the relief of the needy; look
with pity upon this woman, thy servant, who at best ac-
knowledgeth herself but a weak and helpless creature, but
much more so now in her present condition, when thou hast
added weakness to weakness, and made her to travail with
much sickness, togethar with the burden of child bearing.
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O Lord, be thou graciously pleased to proportion th
strength to her weakness, and as pains and serrow take hold -
upon her, inspire her with fresh vigour and courage to. rely
“upon thet, her only support in time of need, and the rock of
kber salvation, , ) ] R
Let her not be disquieted with the fear of any evil, since
nene can happen ynto her without thy permission ; bur give
her grace patiently to resign herself to thy blessed will in all
things, who knowest what is best for her, and wilt lay no
more upon her, we trust, than thou wilt enable her to bear.
Bring strength, O Lord, out of weakness, and health out
of sickness ; and make her, in thy good time, a joyful moth
eriof a hopeful child, which may do good in its generation,
and be an instrument of thy glory here, and a bleesed ine
habitant of thy heavenly kingdom hereafter ; through Je-
sus Christ qur Lord, dmen,

A4 Prayer for Grace and Assistance jor & Woman,
after Delivery, but still in Danger.
(From D}Mr, Kettlewell.)

O FavHER of mercles! what thanks can we worthily
give unto thee for thine ynspeakable goodness to this thy
_servant, and her helpless infant, and for the wonderous
things which thou hast done for her 7 The pangs of death
compassed -her, and she found trouble and sorrow. The
mouth of the pit was opened, and ready to shut itself upon
her: byt thou hast graciou,sly assuaged her pains, and turn-
cd her sorrows into joy. ' o
Lord, we will ever adore and magnify thy mercy, which
has dealt so lovingly with her, and praise thy truth and faith=
fulness, which has not suffered her hopes to fail. We will
never forget haw mindful thou hast been of the low estate
of thy handmaid ; for she has been supported by thy pow-
er, O blessed God, in her greatest weakness. She has tast» |
€d thy goodness in the midst of all her pangs and sorrows.
Perfect, O Lord, that deliverance to her which thou hast
siost graciously begun, and let her not be lost, after the
wonders which thou hast already done for her. R
-Continue her patience, and her humble dependence on
thee, under the pains and accidents to which she is still ex-
posed.  Support her spirits, and raisg her up again in thy
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due time. 'Thy mercy and power are still the same, and will
be the same for ever. O, let them still be shewn for her
recovery, as they have been already for her delivery ; let
them be shewn upon her, that she may praise thee more and
more { : . g
~ But if, in thy patemnal providence, whereunto we pray
she may willingly commit herself, thou hast determined cthe
erwise ‘coneerning her, thy blessed will be done ! * dispose
her either to life or death, as thou pleasest, only in both to
thy mercy : and whether living or. ifying, let her still please
thee, and be thou her portion..  Oh, perfect her repentance,
and give her., paﬁ,,ex;cq whilst she livgé, and peace when she
dies; and after that, the happiness of a blessed eterhity,
- which thou hast prepared for all that ¢ruly fear ¢chee ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmep. ' '

Tf the Child be Living this may be added.

Preserve likewise her tender infant, O Father of mer.
cies, and let its own weakness, and our cries, commend it tg
thy care. Lo ‘ '

Keep it afterwards in health and safety, and as it increas»
es in years and stature, let it increase in wisdom, and in thy
fear. We beg not for it wealth or greatness, but wisdom
to know and to serve thee.  For, O Lord, we do not de-
sire life, either for ourselves or it, but that we may live tg
thee, and grow daily in love and thankfulness for all thy
mercies, and in faith and patience, .and all holy obedience;
which may fit us for the happiness, which thou hast prom-
ised, through Jesus Christ our only Savicur and Redeemer.
Amen. S ' ' ' R

Forms of Recommending the Soul to God, in her
Departure from e , Body.

(From Bishop Cosins.)

IxTo thy merciful hands; O Lord, we commend the soul
of this thy servant, now departing from the body. Receive
him, we humbly beseech thee, into the arms of thy mercy,
into the glorious society of thy saints in heaven. dmen.

Gob the Father, who hath created thee; God the Son,
who hath redeemed thee ; God the Holy Ghost, who hath,
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ipfused his grace into thee ; be now, and evermore thy de.
fence, assist thee in this thy last trial, and bring thee to ev-,
erlasting life.  Amen, : ’

{From Bishop Taylor.)

Lorp, receive the soul of this thy servant : Enter not in-
to judgment with him; spare him whom thou hast re-
deemed with thy most precious blood, and deliver him frorm
all evil and mischief, from the crafts and assaults of the dev-
il from the fcar of death, and from everlasting condem-
pation. Amen. . '

Lorp, impute nct ynto him the follies of his youth, nor
any of the errors of his life 3 but strengthen him in his ag-
ony, and carry him safely through the last distress. Let not
his faith wavér, nor his hope fail, ngr his charity be dimin-
ished ; let him die in peace, and 1 4. in hope, aud rise in
glory.  dmen. E

A Prayer which may be used with iz Friends or
Relutions of the Deceased.

. MosT just art thou, O God, in all thy dealings with us,
and ¢ our punishment is less than our iniquitics deserve ;7
and therefore we desire to submit with all humility and pa-
tience to this dispensation of thy divine providence. Be
pleased so to sanctify it to this family, that thy grace and
mercy may more abundantly flow upon thy servants. Thy
property it is to bring good out of evil; O, turn that evil,
which is now befallen this house, to the benefit of EVEry Onc
of us, that so we may be able to say, from happy c:;ﬁericnce,
that ¢ the house of mourning is ‘better than the-liouse of
feasting,”” while the death of our brother, through thy bless-
ing, shall conduce and minister to our spiritual advantage.
Let the sight of his change make us the more mindful of
our own, and the sense of our loss make us cleave more
stedfastly to thee, O God. Let the remembrance of his vir-
tues make us follow his example, and the hope we have of
his being blessed, cause us to press, with the more earnest-
ness, ¢ towards the mari, for the prize of our high calling
in Christ Jesus,” ‘
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Thou knowest, © Lord, the weskness and frailty-of oy
-mature, and therefore we beseech thee to give thy servants,
who are more neally connected n thlo v151tat10n, a constang
supply of thy good Spirit, to enable them to bear it with
humility, patience, resignation, and submission to thy diving -
will, as becometh the gospel ¢ of Jesus Christ, Q, thatno
repmmg thoughts may rise in their hearts to dlscompose
ﬂue;r duty towards thee, or towards their nelghbour 3 but
them rather to think wherein they have offended thee,
;ndp carefully to amend it; to place their affections more
steafastly on those immovable things which are above, and
freely resign all their noughts and desires unto thee; say-
ing, ‘with holy Job, < The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh
away, blessed be the name of the Lord,”  And let the death
of thy servant strike us all with such a lively sense of our
mortality, as may cause us so thoroughly to die to sin, and
live to gi‘ace, that, whe~ we die, we may rest in him, as our
hope is that our brothes doth.

We evldently see, that death is the end of all men ; grant
us therefore grace to lay it to heart, to despise the world,
5 {0 abhor that which is evil, and cleave to that which is
good ;” to delight in thy word, to study thy will, to observe
thy law, and to take all possible care'to promote thy hon-

~our, and our own splvation ; that when we go the way of
all the e:uf/), we may be mmjarted by thy presence, and ad-
mitted into thy heavenly kmgdom. Amens

A FPrayer jor a Person that is afflicted with G’mevq
ous Pains of his Body.
(From Mr. Jgn‘\{s)

O Lorp, thou art a merciful God, and dost not willingly -
aflict the children of men; but when necessity requires,
thou chastisest us for our profit, that we may be partakers
of thy holiness.  Remove, we beseech thee, this affliction .
from thy scrvant, or enable him to bear what thow'art pleas-
&d to lay upon hims  Lord, all his dPs1re, is before thee,
2nd his groaning is not hid from thee. Regard his afflic<
tion, when thou hearest his cry.  Enter not mto]udgment
with 1 him, nor deal with him according to hxs cms, bat ac~
cording to thy mercy in ]esus Christ, O gracious Father,
sanctity 7 to hun'what thou hast laid upon him, that his pres-
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ént afffiction may work out for him an eferhal weight &f
glory. Support him under his pains, till it shall please thee
to grant him ease and comfort, And however thou shalt
deal vith him, let him not repine at thy correction, nér $in
in charging thee foolishly. Make him éenisible, that thou
doest nothing but what is wise and just 5 nothing but what
thy servant shall one day have cause to bless and praise thee
for doing; And Iet this consideration, teach him to glorify
thee in the €ime of his visitation, by a humble submission to
thy will, afid a siricere-reformation undet thy providential
dispensations ; that thou iayest visit him in mercy and love,
and shew him the joy of thy saltation § throvgh Jesus Christ
our Lord. - Amen. < o

A Prayer for a Person in a Consemption; or any
lingering Disease:
(From Mr. Jedks.)

O menrcirul God, thou hast tong kept thy sérvant undes
thy chastising hand ; thou hast made him acquainted with
grief; and his sickness is even become his familiar coms
panion; Yet, O, blessed Lord, grant that he may not be
impatient under thy chastisement, who art pleased to wait so
long for the return of a sinner: but let him remember that
thou hast kind intentions even in thy bitterest dispensations ;
that thou chastisest him ¢ whom ¢hou lovest, and scourg-
est every son whom thou receivest.” - Teach him, Gwgra-
cious Father, to see love in thy rod, and justice in all thy
dealings § that he may humble himself ander thy mighty
hand ; that he may think it good for him to have been afs
flicted and patiently wait for thy loving kindness. ’

Yet, that his faith may not fail, nor his patience be over«
¢ome, give him ease and relax his pain 3 and a happy con=
clusion of this long visitation.  In the mean time, grant
that he may neither despise thy chastening, nor faint under
thy rebukes 5 but employ the time which thou lendest, and
improve the affliction which thou continuest, as a gracious
opportunity.for his spiritwal advantage ; that, under the de-
cays of the body, the inner man mzy be renewed day by day :
and that whatever appertains to his everlasting salvation may
be promoted and perfected, through the riches of thy grace;
and the multitude of thy mercies in Jesus Christ.  dman.
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A Prajjer for oné under Fears and Doubts conver:
ing his Spiritual Condition ; or under perpleving
Thoughts and Scruples ebout his Duty.

(F'i"oim Mr, Kettleweli.)

O Lorb our God, we offer up otir huinble sopplication
to thee in behalf of this thy servant, whos¢ soul i§ disquiets
ed within him, by his fears and anxiety, respecting the safe-
ty of his conditiori. - Remove from him, we entreat thee, all
frightful aPprehellsioné, all perplexing doubts, and scruples
about his' duty. = Make him satisfied and settled in a right
understanding of all thy precepts, and careful in the obser- -
vance of them ; and dispel by the light of thy countenance,
all that darkness, which obscures his soul, that he may not
be unnecessarily dejected, and distrustful of himself, or dis=
honourably jealous of thee, Deliver him from all those of-’
fences, which make him so much a sttanger to peace and

- comfort ; and cause him to place hischief satisfaction and
delight in obeying thy commandments, and in meditating
on thy ‘mercy ; through Jesus Christ our Lord:

A Prayer for Natural Fools or Madmen:

(From Mr. Kettlewell:)

~ OjiLireHTY and most mietciful Father, pity, we entreat -

thee, this thy unhappy creature, who knows not his ows
wants, nor how to ask for thy mercies. Compassionate, O
Loxd, his infirmities, and supply his hecessities. Let thy
wisdom prevent those evils which he cannot foresee, of
wants understanding to remove 3 but especially keep himi
from doing any thing that may be hurtful either to himself
or otherd., )

Let his mind, on all occasions, be quiet and peaceable 3
and as far as his faculties extend, ekercised in piety and de-
vout meditations; O, hear our cry, when we call upon
thee : Hear us for him, who is not able to pray for himself 3
grant him thy fatherly caie at present, and thy peace at last ;

?rough the mediation of thy Son, our Baviour Jesus Christ.
mets
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A Prayer to be used on the Death of @ Friend.
kFer Mr. Merrick.)

.+ O sLmicHTY God;, who dost not ‘willingly grieve the
thildren of men, but in thy vigitations rememberest mercy,
teach me by thy grace to bear the loss of that dear person
whom thou hast taken from me with patience and resigna=
tion, and to make a right use of the affliction which thy
fatherly hand has laid upon me.  Thou hast given and thou
hast taken away: Blessed be thy holy name. Make me
thankful, O Lord, for the comforts and biessings which I still
enjoy ; and sanctify to my soul all the sufferings, which in
the course of this mortal life thou shalt appoint for me.
Let the death of friends and relations help to keep me al-
ways mindful of my own mortality. And grant, that by
thy grace I may here apply my heart to wisdom, and may
hereafter by thy mercy be rcceived into that everlasting
kingdom, where all tears shall be wiped from all faces, and
gorrow and sighing shall flee away.  Hear me, O mercifu}
Father, for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ.  Amen,

A Prayer of Preparation for Death.

O aLmiuHTY God, maker and judge of all men, have
thercy upon me, thy weak and sinful creature 3 and if by thy
most wise and righteous appointment the hour of death
be approaching towards me, enable me to meet it with a
mind fully prepared for it, and to pass through this great
and awful trial in the manner most proffitable for me. ~ O,
let me not leave any thing undone, which may help to make
my departure safe and happy, or to qualify me for the high-
est degree of thy favour that I am capable of obtaining.
Pardon the sins which I have committed against thee, by
thought, word, and deed, and all my neglects of duty.
Pardon the sins which I have committed against my neighe
bour ; and if others have wronged or offended me, incline
» my heart freely and fully to forgive them. Cleanse my soul
from all its corruptions, and transform it into the likeness
of thy Son Jesus Christ ; that I may behold thy face in glo-
ry, and be made partaker of thy heavenly kingdom. And,
O merciful Father, give me that support of spiritual com-
21 .
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 fort, which thoii seest nieedful for me in my present condi
tion ¢ . And grant thaf; whén my change comes, I may die
with a quiet conscience, with a well-grounded assurance of
thy favour, and a joyful hope of a blessed -resurrection ;
through our Lotd and Saviour Jesus Christ. - Amen...

PRAYERS FROM DIFFERENT AUTHORS:

A Prayer lo be wsed during Sickness.
{Frons Sir. James Stonhéusey Bart, M. D.)

. 5 . . . . __../u;‘,‘

. Yp the dick person is so very ill, that he cannot read thi¢ himself, Le

may desire soine friend to repeat it fo him; but he thdst be sure devoutly
to make it-his 6wn, by adding his Hearty amen to the conclusion of it.

. ALMIGHTY, and most righteous Lord God, in whose
hands are the appointments of life and death, give me grace.
to consider, that this my sickness is of thy sending ; and to
acknowledge the justice, as well as the mercy, of thy visita-
tion, and my sufferings. May I look up to thee for strength
to bear, and grace to profit by it. It comes, O God, asa
scourge for my sins, which is to make me see, feel, and avoid
them ; as thy medicine to cure my spiritiral disease ; and as
thy firey trial, which is to prove me, and to purge away my
dross.  Let it not fail, Lord, in answering these gracious
purposes. Bring to my mind all such considerations as may
revive, succour me,.-and raise me above all discouragements,
and fear. . Let my thoughts, under this visitation, be only
those of love and thankfulness s of resignation and obedis
ence ; of humility, and hope in thy mercy. Give me Ibes |
seech thee a full trust in thy most gracious promises, nor
let. me shew my indecent carriage in my afflictions, which
would add to my guilt, if I die ; or to my remorse and shame
if I live., o
Father of mercies, pity thy sick servant and out of com-
passion to my weakness, lessen my sorrows. Pardon my
restless complainings, and support me under them by thy
comforts. . Direct and recompense the labours and kindness
of those, who charitably, asd friendly attend me in my sick-
ness: Keep me always submissive and deveut towards thee,
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aad no ways impatient, or ungrateful towards those around:
me. May thy blessing accompany all their endeavours for,
my good, and ali the medicines directed. Putanend, in thy
due time, to my disease [or to my pains] and either restore
me to my strength, health, and ease, granting me the mer-’
cies of a long life ; or else prepare me more immediately for”
a blessed and comfortable death, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s’
sake, who died for my sins, and rosé¢-again for my justifica-
tion, Amen, -

A Prayer to be used after Recovery.
(¥rom Sir James Stonhouse, Bart. M. D.)

Has God merrifully restored you to health? Surely you cannot douly
the obligations you lie under to be chankful for it.  Shocking indeed, that
put of ten leapers cleansed, only one should return to give glory to God :
But take care, that you follow not the example of the nine, for instances
of such ingratitude are too common. Sge Luke xvii. 17. After recovery
therefore use the following, or some sych prayer.

Mosr gracious and merciful God, the fountain of 1ife, T
return thee humble and hearty thanks for having spared the’
life of thy servant: Iadore thee, as the author of my cure;
and praise thee for the success thou hast given to those ap<
plications, which were the means of effecting it May T
remember the chastisements, the instructions, and the deliv-
erances I have received 3 and may I be enabled to perform
the good resolutions I made in my sickness,  As thou hast
condescended to hearken to the prayer of so sinful a crea-
ture, may I call upon thee, as long as Ilive.  Being made
whole, may I go away, and sin no more, lest a worse thing
come unto me, Having known the bitterness of affliction,
may [ pity and endeavour to relicve t.hosc, who labour under
it.  And may I never forget my obligations to thee, and the
kindness of these about me, whom I humbly recommend to
thy continued kindgess, and everlasting favour, through Je-

sus Christ, my Lord and Saviour. Amen.
A short Prayer to be used by the Sick Persop

himself.
(From Mr, Merrick.)

O armicaTY God, whose Son Jesus Christ was himself
made parfect through sufferings, look down with pity on
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me thy afflicted servant. Pardon ry manifold sins and neg-
Iects of duty, and grant that my present sickness may.be
sanctified to the good of 'my souly and to my xmprovcment
in all christian virtues.- Mortify in me all svn[ul desires and
affections, keep me f;rom fretfulness and 1mpat1€nc ; grant
me true repentance ; and, if it be thy good p! casme, ‘bless
the means which are used for the recovery of my health:
But if thou hast determined ‘that this sickness shall be my
last, enable me to die with comfort, and with an humble
trust in thy mercy, through my Lord and Szviour Jesus
Christ. - Amen.

A Prayer to be used by amy Friend in Lehalf qu,
Sick or Ajfiicied Person.

(From Mr. Mcrnck)

HEA‘R O mercifvl Lord, I beseech Lhee, the prayer which
1 now offer in behalf of 2 person whom thy fPathly hand
has afflicted.  Sanctify his sufferings , O Lord, to the g"od
of his soul; strenghten his faith and trust.in thee, and give
him such'a degree of comfort zxnd relief, as'thou seegt need-
ful for him ; enable him to recéive thy visitation’ wuh meek
ness and patience; and grant that we may all pass through
the trials which thou, in thy wise prowdenc«ﬁ, hast appoint-
ed for us, with the humility of siancrs justly punished for
our offences ; yet with a constzm* and lively hope that these
light afflictions, which last but fora momeut, will work for
us a far more exceeding and eternal Weugnt of o glory- Grang
this, O blessed Lord, for the sake of thy Son ] sus Chnst
Amen.. ‘ . ¥
A Pmyer to be used by any orte or more i ¢ Fome

ily, in the presence of a Sicl: Person ;. whick maey

be also used by a Person in Przzlne, in behal j" of

Sick Friends ; and may be ddded to l’ﬂe i ommb
and Eziening Pm_yem tn the Tamzl o/

Wuew this prayer is used by one person only, he must use l’ instead of
w7e, me, instead of us,

O srmicaty God, the help of all that put their trust in
thee, the relief of the needy, the sovereign good of all man-
ind 3 hear the prayers we now offer unto thy divine moajes.
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iy, in the behalf of thy servant now lying upon the bed of
gickness, ;, Look upon him, we pray thee, with thy tenderest
pity and compa:sion, and be.thou gracious and favourable
unto him, according to- the_necessity of his ease, and accor-
ding to the. multitude of thy tender mercies in Christ Jesus.

In subiissicn to thy most wise disposal of thmgc we be-
seech theg to, abate his dmtemper, 1o ease hi pains, and te-
store him, in thy due time,, teo his fermer health and strength,
that he may: have .a lopger time ;o woﬂ; out his’ oalv‘moh
and bg more usefal in his station, -and do more geod in his
generation Byt however thou shalt be p.ezsed to deal with
him, as to, the concerns;of: his ‘*ody, yet, ‘O Lord, let hig
soul be ever prer‘xous i gby sight 3 wash and clemse it, we
bescech thﬂ,, in the bloed of 1hy dear “on, that it may be
delivered from all the defilements it qu compnitted in this
sinful life, and be ptcsente(l pure and spoiless beiore tm:
throne of grace.

' ©Oh! give him a right discerning of the things wlich be-
long to his peace, and let them never be hid from his eyes.

Enable him tq finish "the great work he has to do, give
Tmm a true and unfelgard repentance of all his sins, and a
firm reli. ance on thy gmuous promises 3 and grant that ‘he
may find tlmt peace of God, which pas-es all undsrstanding.

¥it hlm, O Lord, for ]wmg and dying, and for whatever,
in thy wise-and rwhteous provxdence, thou hast deﬂgned
for him. And 1f thou hast determined, that this sickness
shull be a sickness unto death, and this visitation his last vis
itation, prepare him, O merciful God, by thy grace, for thy
blessed sclf, and grant him a safe and ¢omfortable passage
out of this world, to that which is infinitely bettor, through
the merits and mediation of thy bless»d bon, our Savxom
Jesus Chnst° ﬂmem

'

A Pmyer Jor a Person under any Grievous Pains.

o Gop, our refuge and atrenfrth who art a present hcip
in time of trouble : O look gracxously upon me, I most ¢ar
nestly beseech thee ; and (if itb- thy blessed’ will) send me

* ease and comfort in this time of my distress. I acknowl-
edge, O Lord, the justice of thy dealings towards me. [
¢onfess, that I have deserved much greater pams than I now
feel: O let me thenn never murmur or repine under any af-
fliction thou geest fit to lay upon me.  Give me 2 meek and
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quiet submission to thy will, that I iay wait with patience
il thou seest fit to delivéy me. - Suffer hot the extremity of
my pains to transport me into‘any rash or unbecoming ex-
pressions, or cause me to entertain a hard thought of thy
providerice 5 but whatever evils or sorrows1 may feel, let
me still love thee, and beliéve thee to be a kind and merciful
- Father, even whilst thou art smiting and correcting me.

And; O blessed Lord, that T may be enabled so to do, be
pleased, in thy great mercy, to strengthen and support me
with the consolations of thy Holy Spirit, and lay not more
upon me than thou wilt enable me to bear. - I know thou art
able to deliver me, and therefore<in thee doT put my trust.
Sanctify this affliction to me, that it may produce in me the
fruits of a true and sincere repentanee, R
O Lord, hear me ; O Lord, help me, for thy merey’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Loxd.  Amens - Amen. e
A short Prayer to be used by a Sick Person when
© fe takes Physic. '

O Logp, without whom all our endeavours are but in vain,
give thy blessing to the means now used for my recovery,
and (if it be thy blegsed will) make them so effectual for that
end, that I may live and be an instrument of thy glory, and
be better prepared for the coming of my Lord.and Saviour

b

Jesus Christ,  dmei,

4 Pra_y_éy: o be used by a Sick Person before the
: taking of Physic, )
gFr_dm Dr Wax‘;'..en.‘)_ ‘/_

O Lorp God, the only great and mighty physician both
of souland body; who hast created the physician, and give
en unto phisic whatsoever virtue and goodness it has to work
for either preservation of life, or restoring the health of man;
who didst heal Hezakiah’s sore with a plaisture, the eyes of
one born blind with ointment of clay and spittle, Naaman
the Syrian’s leprosy with washing, who willedst thy children
to use the means for the curing of sickness and recovering of
health.  Let me not injure my soul, or dishonour thy als
mighty power by doubting of thy sufficiency and goodness
to restore by means, as I know' thou canst. without, and
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ggaifist, and zbove micans:, Let me not tempt thee by regs
lecting those means, which in thy providence thou affordest,
por despair of thy goodness and power if thou shouldst deny
it. Let me seek for no ﬁnlgﬁvfu‘k helps, but let me place my.
full trust arid confidence.in thy goodness and mercy, beseech-
ing thee to sanctify that physic I am to receive ; and to dis
rect unto and bléss this and other wholesome remedies
which may effect my recovery. Enlarge my faith; encrease
my patience, further my repentance, and let thy grace and
mercy never be wanting to me 3 but in the midst of all m
pangs and extremity, so assist me with thy Holy Spirit, that
I may freely resign up my soul and body into thy rost gra-
clous protection and custody.  Grant this, O merciful Fas
ther, for Jesus Christ his sake.

A Prayer to be used at taking Physic.
(Froni an office for the sick, bodnd in the same vol. with the Paschal iamb.f

O mosT blessed atid efernal Jesits, who art the great phy-
sician of souls, and the sun of tighteousness arising with
healing in thy wings, fo thee {s given; by thy heavenly Fa-.
thet, the government of the world, and thou disposest every
great and little accident to thy Father’s honour, and to the
comfort of them that love dnd setvé thée: Be pledsed to
bless the miinistry of thy servant, in order to my ease and
Kealth; direct his judgment, prosper the medicines, and dis-
pose the changes of my sickness fortunately, that I may feel
the blessing and loving kindness of the Lord, in the ease of
sy pain, and restitution of my heakh ;. that I, being restorad
to the society of the living, and to the solemn assemblies, -
thay praise thee and thy goodness secretly among the faith-
ful, and in the congregation of the redeemed ones; here in
the outer courts of the Lord, and hereafter in thy eternal
femple for ever and ever. Amen:

A Prayer to be freguently used by a Woman with
, Child,

O Gop, who art the author of our being; the fountain of

fife, and of  all blessings spiritual and temporal; thou art

great and doest wonderous ;things, thou art God alone; I

adore thy, glorious majesty, which has begun an excellent
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work in me, which no eye but thine sees; 3id no hand but
thy almighty power can finish. .
* Be pleased, I beseech thee, in thy great goodness to -pers
fect and-complete that which thou hast now begiinin me:
give it its due shape and full growth, and preserve me from
all frights, or evil aCcidérxté, which ‘may cause me to mis<
carry., S , L. .
And bless it, O God, in mind, as well as in body § "ens
die it with an understanding capable to know thee, with 4
heart strongly bent to feat thee, and with all those holy and
good dispositions, that miay make it always amiable in th{
sight. Oh! sanctify it, T beseech thee, from the woinb, and
receive and reckon it for thy child; as soon as it is mine 3 lené
to mie for my comfort, bt created and resetved by thee, for
thy service and glory. o . o

O Lord, 1 humbly commit both myself ard ¢his babe
which is conceived in me to thy imercy dnd goodness:
Strengthen ahd enable me, I beseech thee, to go through
all the pains and uneasiness of child-bearipg, vith patience
and submission to thy will; considering,. that they are the
just punishment of stn: Give me an hurmble trust and de=
pendance on thy fatherly care and good providence; and
make ine, in thy good time, a joyful mother of a hopeful -
ghild, which may live to be an instrument of thy glory, and
by serving thee faithfully, and doing good in its generationy
may be received into thy everlasting kingdom, through Jesus:
Christ our Lotd and only Saviour. a4men.

4 Prayer fo be used by ai%’om'ah drawing hear
the time of her Travail ; to be added to the Closet
“ar Family Pragers upon such occasions.

© Lorp, look down from heaven; behold, visit, and re-
Beve thy servant that draweth near the time of her travail 5
lock upon her with the eyes of thy mercy, give her comfort
and sure confidence in thee.,  Of thy goodness, O Lord, let
her have strength and courage to meet her pains, patience
and submigsion under them, and in thy due tine asafe de-
Rivgfrance; that being preserved from the great danger of
«;hxld.—binh, she may, through thy fatherly care and good:
providence, become a joyful mother of a hopeful childy
which may live to be an’instrument of thy glory, by serving'
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thee faithfully and doing good in its géneration, through Jes
sus Chiist our Lord and ‘only Saviour.  4meén. Co

A Prayer for a Woman.in Travail, tobe. wsed by
S her Friends. '

_(From Mr. Jens.)

O avvaeuT? Lord Gody who bringest t¢ the birth, and
givest strength to bring forth ; shew-mercy we beseech thee,
to thy servant, in the timé of her need and distress 3. and
be not far from her whéh trouble ‘is-nigh to her,.and lies
soré and heavy vpoa her; but ket lier experience thy help
at. hapd, according to the néecssityof her case. .- O miti-
gate th= pangs, and make fhem tolerable unto her 5 and sup-
port and relieve heér under the pain and préssure that are.so
grievous to be borne by Ber. - And grant her-Lord, a time-
i;y, safe, and happy-deliverance of the offspring wherewith
she travails, that she may see the fruit'of her womb with
such comifort and joy as may make het forget the past anguish
and soffow ; and with a truly thankful -heart give thee the
glory of such thy mercy, who doest thin;s worthy of God,
and makest thy servantg a way of escape out of the dangers
‘that threaten tc destroy them. = Or shouldst thou turn things
‘contrary to our desires, which. we hunmbly pre.ent before
thee ; shouldst thou refuse to hear us begging for the life
of thy handmaid, and make this expected birth, prove her
death ; yet hear us, O Lord, we earnestly pray thee, for her
soul, 'that it may bé safe in thy blessed hands ;- that she may
be,‘prepared for-q better life; and find: the best deliverance
‘of all from all sin and misery, in the perfection of holiness,
and,the fullness of joy; ‘ther¢ to live in thy love, and te
sing thy praise for'evermore.  Awem

A Thaniegiving ofter e sgfe Delivery.

.-(Erom Mr.)Jen_kS.)

- BLgssep forever bg thy name, O Lord, our gracious God,
Awho rememberest us in our, low. estate, and dost not abhor
the afliction of the afflicted ; but hearest thy servants ¢ry-
ing to thee in their distrqss,f,@iid sendest relief and help in
time ‘of need. O that we may praice tll1c¢,,Lord, as we
nught,. for, such thy 8-“05111535«3\“‘1 wonderful works, to the

. 2'C :
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children of men ! Tho bringest down, 4nd raisest up 5 thou
givest trouble, and sendest comfcrt 3 throwest down under
fears and_griefs, and again revivest our hopes and joys,
Thou, O God, zrt good in all things, and 'worthy ‘t(.')»be ad-
mired and _praised in every dispensation of thy providence :
but chicﬁ%ﬁ/e are affected with thy seasonable aids of our
misery, when thou givest us beauty for ashes, .the oil of .
gladness for mourning; .and the garments of praise for the
" spirit of heaviness. -So thou hast now, blessed be thy name !
refreshed thy afflicted handmaid, and rejoiced the souls of
thy servants. And here we offer up unto thee, O gra:
cious Lord, all our devout acknowledgmenits of thy loving
kindmess ; and the sacrifice of. our unfeigned thanks and
. praise for this sweet reviving meréy, which is as ,l';f_e»from_
. the dead. O that thy handmaid, and all of us, may be du-
ly sensible of such favour from the Lord !' and for all the
great goodness, and these continual obligations from aboye, ‘
may we give thee all the love of our hearts, and the service
of our lives, and the glory due to thy blessed name, now
and for evermore. Amen. :

A Thanksgiving to be used by a Woman after her
safe Delivery when she is able.
' (From Bishop Patrick.) '

Unro thee, O God, do I give thanks: For that thou art
near, thy wonderous works declare. In my distress I called
upon thee; and my.ery came. unto thee : I sought theey
O Lord, and thou heardest me, and deliveredst me from
all my fears. In the day when I eryed, thou answeredst
me, and guidest me with strength in my soul. Thou
hast brought up my soul from the grave, thou hast kept
me alive, that 1 should not go down to the. pit. - Blessed
be God, which hath not turned away my.prayer, nor his
mercy from me. Blessed be God, who hath preserved the
fruit of my womb, and made me the joyful mother of a
child ; ‘thy vows are upon me, O God, I will sing praises
unto thee, I will sing unto'the Lord as long as I live ¢ X
will sing praise unto my God, while I have any being.. My,
meditation of him shall be sweet, I will be glad in the Lord.

Accept, O merciful Father, of these thankful acknowl-
edgments, which go not forth out of feigned lips; and ke
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plgased graciously to preserve such a lasting and fresh. re-
membrance of thy great mercies in my heart, that I may al-
ways be joyful in thee, and speak good of thy name, and
trust in thee at all times; and still cry unto thee, O God
most high, who performest all things for me ; make me in-
dustiious likewise, and forward to bring forth all the fruits
of righteousness throughout the whole course of my life,
which may witness the truth and sincerity of my thankful-
ness to thee, ‘ §.

O that T may never be less earnest and fervent in the re.
turn of obedi.nce, than I have been in desires and prayers
to receive thy blessing I Dispose me to have 2 kind and ten-
der care of this infant, which thoy, hast committed to my
charge; make me willing to undergd to the utmost of
my power, all the pains that accompany its education : Let
not the love of ease and pleasure breed in me an aversness to
any duty, to which beth nature and religion incline me ; or
give me grace, by sober thoughts, and a thankful remem-
brance of the laie pain from which thou hast delivered me,
to overcome it : Esp;cially endue me with the greatest love
to its precious immortal soul, and help me so to grow and
increase in christian wisdom and goodness, that I may be
able to instruct it, when it is capable, in the fear of our
Lord; and by meek and -gentle admonitions, together With-a
good example in all things, to win it to the love of true god-
liness. Of, if thou art pleased to take it from me, who de-
serve not the least of thy mercies, Lord, sp moderate my af-
fections, and bring them into subjection to thee that I may
not undutifully repine at thy providence ; but in an humble
adoration of thy unsearchable wisdom, and a stedfast confi-
dence of thy good will towards me, resign it to thee, from
whom I received it.

I also beseech thy divine goodness, when thou shalt re-
store me to the publick assemblies of thy people again, to
ive me grace to receive that mercy with exceeding joy.
%repaﬂ; my heart with an enlarged affection, to offer unto
thee not anly the sacrifice of praise, giving thanks unto thy
name, but all other obligations which ought to accompany
such addresses to thy glorious majesty ;- that they may be
but an earnest of my future diligence and zeal in thy divine
service, and of my readiness to do good, and communicate
to cthers; whereby I may lay up in gtore for myself a gecd
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foundation against the ¢ime to_come, that ¥ may Tay hold
.on eternal life'; through: Jesug Christ our Lotd.  dmen.

A Prayer to be used by a Woman gfier her safe,
o Delivery. ‘
(Trom Jaceb’éyLaEldjef, by Jo, Hall, B. DY

O mrrersul God, and heavenly Father, who hast most .
efFe"ctua_Hyy"madeknow:’x‘ ‘unto me, that' thou art’ able to do
more exceedingly aburnidantly‘above all that-we can ask or
think 3 make ‘me thankfully to rejoice in the works of thy-
love, and thy tender mercy 3 thy favours are great and wons
derful in sparing the life of myself and my iiﬂﬁqnt, apd’ free-
ing me from my pangs, and it from the darkness of the silent’
womb. - : o v
Thine; O, Liord is the, power by which T am’ dclivered
thine is the mercy by which I am safely returned into my
bed ; thine'is the work of the frame and fashion of this my
babe ; thine theréfore shall belikewise ¢he glory for ever
and ever :  Grant, ‘blessed Father, that T may never forget
thy goodness, but may expréss ‘my thankfulness in new cbe=
dience. Make me careful to perform what service I prom-
ised theein the extremity of mine anguish ¢ As thou hast
given me the fruit of my body, to the joy of my heart, so
give me the frait of righteousness sown in peace.  Give mé
wisdom" which is from above; that is full of good works
without hypocrisy. Lord, make me thy servant by grace,
and make this child thy child by adoption and mercy 5 give
me comfort in its life; for the sorrows which I endured at
its birth. Give thy blessing on the means for the nourish- -
ment of this child. " Give it strength, that it tmuy live to re-
celve: the seal of thy mercy in the laver-of baptism; and do
thou be present with thy blessing, when the sign shall be ad-
ministred, -~ O let it live, if it be thy blessed will, and grow
up in wisdon, and in stature, and in grace, both with thee
and with men, that so I may magnify thy name, for making
me an instrument to propdgate the name of thine elect.
Take pity upon all that suffer afflictions, especially on'those
women who are in labour with children ; give them comfort
“in the time of their miseries, ease from their torment, joy in
their desired issue, and thankfulness for thy blessings : Lord,
grant that both I and they may sing praises to thy name, for
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thé greatness of our deliverance, and express our thanks in
ur godly lives, that when this painful life shall have an endy
we may sing triumphantly in eternal glory, through ]csus
Christ ‘our only Lord and Saviour; in whose most blessed’
pame and words, 1 conclude rny imperfect prayers, saying;:
as he hitself hath’ taught me;
Crur Father, &

Lt { . " .
AN ADMONITION'
TO THOSE WHO ARE RECOVERED FROM SICKNESS
" (From the Whole Duty of Man.) -

T}xxpL is nothing that proves more fatal to that due preparation we ouzht
to make for anothier life, than our unhappy mistale of the nature md
end of this. We arg brought into the world chiidren, ignorant and im.:
potent; we grow up in vanny, and folly ; and, whm we come to be
men, we are but very little more prudent and mére considerate. -Thus
our thuuqhts ind our desires are wholly set upon this world ; we vaig-
ly project an establishmeat in it, nor look we any further than thelisile
interests and employments thueuf engare us.  And I thinkit is not to
be'doubted thqt 1t 1s the placmg our affections so much upoa :his w irid,
that above :1ny thing mdxsposcs us to think of another.  Our Lives are
uncertain, to be sure cinnot be long here; and therefore we ought to
hasten all we can, beforeit be teo late to examine the state of-our SOU]\
aid to provide for futurity. ¥or all the little objects we now pursm,
for wiich our ease, our conscience, nay, our very ruhgﬂon itself, is sac-
rificed l\y us, are-but vanitics and- :rlﬂes, neither worthy n d)unselves,
nor sumymg in their enjoyment.  The only thing that can secure us
aguns; sin, and endear virtue and religion to our pmcuce will be to
raise our derCtl()ﬂ‘S above this world, by sermusly considring the excel-
lence and certainty of another life, and how vain and transient, indeed

“how troublesome and uqsausrymrr are the highest felicities of Lm

SeeING then the almighty God has been pleased to're~
caver you from your late sickness, and to vouchsafe you' a
longer continiuatice in this world, it'is your indispensable
duty immediately to reflect upon the condition you have been
in; and which: you could not be so well able to do under
the disorders and pains of a sick bed : and to endeavour to
confirm the good dispositions which the sight of the grave
has raised and: improved ; but which 2 new prospect of life
will be apt to deface $3ain, unless thef be renewed upon the
mixd by your mx:r)Ls consideration.
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In otder then to reap the benefits which God designed in
visiting us, we are to cofisider sickness not'so muchin the.
natural as in the religious sense ; we are to consider it, and
the pains-and agonies we felt, as a nearer view of death,
and a sensible proof cof the frailty of our nature: and the
pains and agonies we feel in sickness, are not to be consid-
ered barely as an uneasiness to the body, but more especiaily
as a lesson to the soul, to make it less fond of continuing
in this painful state, and more 'willing to {%ave this world
when it shall please God to appoint it.  Nor'are we to con-
sider the continuance of sickness as so much time lost from
the business and pleasures of this life, but ratber as a check
given by God to our worldly pursuits, in order to make
way for thoughts and considerations of a more heavenly
rature. 4 .
It is t‘r}é great unhappiness of our nature, that, when ca-
" lamities 1l upon us, we are uneasy and dissatisfied ; and
our whole busine«s and care is to remove them, not to con-
sider whence they come,  But in the case of sickness you
must have your eyes chieﬂy upon God (whose providence
ordets 21l the affairs of this world) or else you will never
make a right judgment, nor a right use of it. It is certain,
that, as God can do nothing but for good and wise ends, so,
when he is pleased to visit us with sickngss, it canuot be the
only or chicf end he aims at to puuish the body, by reason
this lif¢ is not the proper season for the punishment for sin 3
and to imagine that God grieves and afflicts his creatyres for
no other purpose, but because it is in his power to do it, is
by no means consistent with the divine goodness; for God
assures us, that, ¢ he does not afflict willingly, nor grieve
the children of men:” and if he then gends sickness un-
willingly, this proves that he would not send it at all, if it
were not to be the ordinary means of ¢onveying good to the
soul; which shows that the thoughts of a sick bed are not
to be laid aside, as soon as we are restored to qur health and
strength. T
I\Having duly considered .the true end of .God’s visiting
mankind in general; then look upon your former life, and
you will likely find, that, till you were visited, you had been
careless and luke warm n matters of religion, and wanted
to be 2wakened intp a sense of your dutyi’:/ that you encour=
aged yourself in sin by setting death and a future state far
from you, and therefore stood in need of a nearer view and
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‘dppfehension of them : that.you had fong forgotten God,
+and had need to be thus brought to a sense of his power
:and justice : that ease and health had betrayed .you into a
fonduess for the delights. and interests of this world, and
therefore it wasbecome necessary for God to interpose, and
show you the folly of setting your Keart on this life, by re-
minding you of the uncertainty of it.  Such reflections as
these upon the follies and failings of your formér atate will
* show you thegoadness and mercy of God in visiting you
with sickness : and the sense of this.goodness of God will
convince you, that what you have felt-were the chastisements
of a tendér Father ; to whose hand therefore listen and sub-
mit with great humility and thankfulfiess; as said the royal
Psalmist, on a like occasion : I know, O Lord, that thou of
very faithfulness hast caused me to be troubled ; and it is
good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy
statutes.” AT
Having thus reflected what the state of your soul was be-
- fore sickness, and having made yourself sensible of the good-
ness of God in'sending it ; consider seriously whether, beo
fore you was visited, you had not thought too little of an-
other life, and whether death, if it had then come, would
not have been a vety great surprise to you ? Consider also,
that if it had not pleased God to spare you, you had been
doomed ere this to eternal destruction. I say, the sense of
this should oblige you to exert all the powers of the bedy
and soul in praising and blessing God for his goodness, and
it should also warn you never to run such a desperate Bazard
for the future. . : ‘ ~
Having seriously reflected on the' divine. goodness, first
in visiting you with sickness, and then in delivering you from
death ; you must remember what were your own thoughts
and resolutions, while you lay upon your sick-bed : as you
then thought it a greut folly that you had let so much of
your time pass away with so little preparation for the next
life 5 and ‘as you then wished over and over that heaven and
its happiness had been your chief care; I say, since these
llave uadoubtedly been your real thoughts, and sincer? wish-
es, and resolutions when on your sick-bed, you have ‘now
the greatest reason to thank God for vouchsafing you an op-
portunity of making amends for these your former neglects,
by a future diligence in the work of your salvation.  As you
then could gladly have been content to have given all the
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orld, had it been.yours; for a little time to consider better;
and to make your peace with God ; and, as a longer time
is.now granted you, you:are 1ot to.forgethow valuable you
‘once thought it, but to improve it for the ends for which
you.then so.earnestly wished. and desired it. - A5 you madé
-xrepeated resolutions, that it God would prolong: your life,
~you. wruld live to serve him faithfully the remainder ‘of your
ilife ; - seeing- God ‘has. now. graciously granted . awhat you
ithen_desired, he now expects. that you perform swhat. you
.then-promised.: You are. to. consider.that every promise.and
resolutiun you made in sickness was in the nature of ‘a sol-
emn vow unto. God ¢ for, in case you had died, mone bit
.God could have judged of the sincerity-of your intention }
but now you are recoveréd, if you forget your vow, this will
be 2 plain and open declaration:-that. your resclutions. weré
Jnly produced by the fear of death ;. and:that you bave
profited nothing by the chastisements of your heavenly Fa-
ther. But I hope your late resolutions are so very fresh it
your memory, that you are hastening. to ease your mind of
every burden it laboured under in the time of your sickness,
- You are to.consider, that-many things occur in time of
sickfiess to raise pious resolutions.in.men’s hearts. But
-when health ¥ewurns, these motives to seripusness are not
.only.apt to cease, but to be succeeded by the hopes of long
life, the distance of a future account, and a delight in the
:business and pleasures.of this life. Itis therefore necessary,
-as God hag:restored you to health, to consider yourself not
-as-discharged,: but only.as reprieved, from-death § and that
as God granted the repriéve, so none but he can tell how

long or short itshallbe. -~ :
Be persuaded, likewise,.to considef, : that this may possi-
-bly be the last merciful warning, with-time for repentance
and -amendment, -that God will give you,;: and: that yeur
- next.sickness may be.unto death, or (which iszmore teirible,)
~death.may surprise you suiddenly, without any warning at all:
Be persuaded then, Ibeseech you, not to-trifle with your
: Madker ; but, while he gives yowthis opportunity, be wise un=
-to salvation. .God in his great mercy has given..you neiw:. life,
-and he is.willing to see if you will becorne 4 new: creatures
If you do not - make a right use of the short.time now allows
ed, you may find the next'return of his hand changed from
- the correction of a loving and tender Father,. into the.ven=

geance of gnangry God.
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£ Thitigsgiving after Recovery from Sickness,
(From the whole D‘uty‘ of Man)

. Arwrcary God, the creator and préserver of all man-
kind, 1 :hy unworthy servant, whom thou hast raised from
a dangerdus sickness, do now predent myself befote thee,
in a thankful sense of thy great mercy and gdodness to-
ward me, ‘Théu hast chastened and corrected me; bug
thou hast not given me over unto death. Blessed be thy
holy name for supporting me under the pain and anguish of
a sick-bed, and for restoring me in thy good time to the
blessings of strength and health [and 77 case you have been
light beaded, add, and to the perfect usec of my reason and
understaniding.] The pains and weakness, wherewith thou
hast visited me, I kmow, O Lord, were intended for the
itnprovement of my soul; and not for the punishment of
my body; to convince me of the frailty of my nature,
and of the uncertainty of my abode here 5 to bring me to
asense of the evil of my doings, and to a serious conside-
ration of my future state. I am heartily grieved at the
sins and vanities of my former life, and do hereby solemnly
renpounce them all ; and, in a just sense of my own weak-
ness and frailty, I earnestly implore the assistance of thy
Holy Spirit, to subdue my inordinate desires, and to keep
me stedfast in every promise and resolution that I made
before thee in the day of my distress. And let thy late
g¥acious warning of mortality teach me the uncertainty of
my continuance here upon earth, and oblige me to live in
a daily preparation to die, that having profited by thy fa-
therly correction, and employing the remainder of my life
to thy glory and the salvation 6f my soul, I may be found
worthy to enter into the joy of my Lord; to whom, with
thee, and the blessed Spirit, be ascribed, as is most due, all
honour, glory, power, and dominion, now and for ever.
more, Amen.

A Thanksgiving for Recovery from Sickness, or an
Liscape from Danger.
(trom Mr. Merrick.) '

ArmicaTY God, the giver of life, I bless thee for thy
late mercy vouchsafed unto me, Lt the remembrance of
2D
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this and ail my othet deliverances, wotk in the a thankfii
sense of 'thy_ goodness towards me, a constant trust in thy‘- .
providence, and a sincere and stedfast resolution to pass the
reinainder of my days, by the assistance of thy grace, in a
sober, tighteous; and godly manner; that when thou shalt
be pleased to take me out of this world, either by sickness
or bodily decay, or by a more sudden stroke of thy hand, I
may be found prepared for the summons, and be received
inso thine eyerlasting kingdom, through Jesuis Christ out
Yord: Amen. .

Prayers to be used. by Sick or Dying Persons for
trusting God with their Wives and Children.

1. O Lorb, if thou seest fit to call me to thyself by this
sickness, let my dear wife and childsen, and all who, undez
thee depend on me, betake themselves to thee. I humbly
beg leave to commend thein to thy mercy ; for k know thou
art the helper of the friendléss, the father of the fatherless,
and the husband of the widow; and therefore my heart i3
at ‘ease, when I consider that I leave thein in thy hands,
where they are infinitely safer, and will be infinitely happier; -
than ever they coald be in mine, or in any other butin thine.
And I beg that they may ever have thy good providence for
their support and stay in this wotld, and thy peace and loye-
in that which is to come. Amen. :

II. When I am gons, O my God, let not those I leave be-
hind me be destitute of thy care; but as thou art their Fas
ther, be thou graciously pleased to provide for all their
wants, and protect. them from all wrongs. Supplj them,
by thy kind providence, with whatever they shall want of
outward helps.

Enable them, O Lord, evermore to place their love and
delight in thee, to fix their trust and confidence in thy mer-
€y, and to submit to all thy dispensations concerning them ;
for then I know, that though they should have none te
counsel them, where they are unskilful ; nor to do them.
justice, where they may be wronged ; yet thy Spirit will bé
their guide, and thy blessing will make up ail. Oh! that
thy will and honour may always be their care, that so their
needs and welfare may be. always thine : Keep them from
daing any'thing that. may forfeit thy fatherly care and good.
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Providence, and train them up, good Lord, stedfastly in th
fear; that being preserved from all the evils and téempta<
tions of this world, they may at last be brought in safety to
the unspeakable jays of that which is far better, evén the
fruition of thy bléssed self, for the sake of thy dear Son Jesus
‘Christ gyr Lord.  Amen, ‘

A Prayer for a Dying Man; past Hope of Re-
' covery. :
(From Mr, Jenks.)

‘O 10U hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of
trouble | When all other hope and help fails, yet it i niot in
vaia to scek unto thee for succour, who canst bring back
from the mouth of the grave, and quicken the very dead ;
and where thou art not pleased any further to quicken the
mortal life, yet canst deliver from eternal death, and bring
safe to the blessed life everlasting : for the sake of which no
troubles oy death should be thought top much to be endured,
if by any means we may attain to the joyful resurrection of
the dead and get safe to the heavenly Canaan, the land of the
traly living 5 where death itself is swallowed up’ of life, and
thy saints are above the danger of dying any more, and live
full of joy to everlasting ages, =
. We think it too late tq beg the recovery of thy servant, O
Lord now lie seems to us going the way of all flesh, and just
launching forth into his evetlasting condition ; but though
the time of his departure appears to be at hand, yet we can-
not think it too late to beg thy mercy for him, 4s long as his
life is in him ; and ds we aré greatly concerned for him, so
we know not how better to express this our concern for him,
than in beseeching thee to be good and gracious to him.

O Lord our God, léave him not nor forsake him, but
support and assist him now in his ldst agonics. Finish all
that is wanting of the work of thy grace in his heart ; free-
ly and fully pardon, and duliver him from'all his sins, and

% him to appear with comfort and rejoice in thy blessed
presence. O make his departure easy, ind full of peace and
hope ; carry him safe through the dark passage upon which
he is entering, and lct him find it the gate of glory, and
}, door opened into the everlasting kingdom and joy ¢f his

ord.
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Inio thy hands, Lord, we commend his spirit. O thoeg
Father of mercies, be merciful to him, and receive his de-
parting soul 5 and when he is numbered among the dead,
let him also be numbered among the redeemed 2nd blesied
of  the Lord, for his sake, who himself died for sinncrs, and
rose again, and lives, and is alive for evermore, and has tne
keys of death and of hell. To thy mercy, in thai blesied
Saviour of the world, O most merciful Father, we now
humbly recommend Kim, beseeching thee to be all in all to
him, and infinitely better than we are worthy or able to ask
for him 5 and let him be thine in life and death, and for ev-
ermore, through the all-sufficient merit and mediation of
thy dear Son, our most prevailing: Advocate 2nd Redeemer,
Jesus Christ.  dmen, o ' o

A4 Prayer to be used by a Person at the Hour of

Death. _
(From Jacob’s Ladder, by Mr. Hall )

- WercoME, blessed hour, the period of my pilgrimage,
the- term of my, bondage, the end of my cares, the close of
my sighs, the bounds of my travels, the goal of my race,
and the hayen of my hopes.’ T have fought a long fight in

. much weakness; I have finished ‘my ‘course, though in

great faintness ; and the crown of my joy s, that through
the mercy of thy grace I have kept the truth of thy word,

and Tdicin it T willingly resign my flesh, 1 despise the

world, and I defy the devil, who hath no part nor share in
me. ~And now, what is my hope " My hope, Lord Jesus,
is even inthee. For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
thou wilt immediately receive my. soul, and raise up my
body at the last day, and I shall se¢ thee in my flesh with
those eyes, ‘and no other : My heart fainteth, my stréngth
faileth, my tongue faltereth: Lord let thy spirit of comfort

‘help mine infirmities, and make supplication for me, with

sighs and groans that cannot be uttered. I submit n‘))'('se‘lf
L be y ; A

;wholly to thy will : T commit my soul to thee as my faithful

Redeemer, who hast bought it with thy most precious blood.

"X profess to all the world, that I know no name under heav-

en by which I may be ‘s.aved, but thine, my Jesus, my Sa-
viour : [ renounce all confidence in any merits save thine 3
I' tankfully acknowledge all thy blessings I unfeignedly be-
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yail all my sins 5 I stedfastly. believe all thy promises ; ¥
hearrily forgive all my enemies; 1 willingly leave all my
friends s . I utterly despise all earthly comfort 5 I entirely
long for thy coming : Come, Lord Jesus, come quicklyg
Lord Jesus receive my spirit.  dmen. o

PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES.

4 Morning Prayer for a Family on the Lord’s
. * Day. .

We praise and worship thee, O Lord, the Creator of
heaven and earth ; for thou spakest the word, and all things
were made 3 thou commandedst, and they were created |

We admire and adore thy infinite wisdom and power in
the things thou hast made, and we acknowledge our abso-
lute dependence wpon thee, and thy great gopdness and
bounty to us and to all the world,

Blessed be thou, who didst so love the world, that thou
gavest thine only begotten Son to redeem it, who was de-
fivered for our offences, and raised again (as on this day) to
justify and save all such as fear and obey thee.

We give thanks to thce, O Lord, for all thy mezrcies to
our souls and.bodies, and especially for appointing one day
in seven far thy more peculiar worship and service.  Ail
possibic praise and thanks be given to God, who created us 3
:0 Jesus Christ who, redeemed us 3 and to the Holy Ghost,
who sanctifieth us.

" Grant, O Lord, that by a wise and religious use of the
means of grace, we may grow up to a state of holiness and
righteousngss, and that our souls may be prepared for those
glorious and delightful praises, which in heaven will be pazt
of the happiness and employment of thy saints to all eternity.

O Lord, we confess that we have offended thee, by the

gligent performance of our holy duties, by our abuse of
thy grace, and mis-spending this thy holy day, and by many
sins committed in the course of our lives, But let not this
provoke thee to withdraw the assistance of thy Holy Spirit

“from us, and to leave us to the vanity and folly of our own
rdinds.  We humbly beseech thee, O most merciful Father,



822

rrek
4o forglve ué all our past offerices. Do thou mercifully hear
Hur prayers and 1€t olir cry come unto thee. ‘

Let our whole hehaviour on this day be such, that there
fnay bé nothing thought; said, or done by us, but what may
best servé to promote the end for which thou hast institu-
ted it ; and, good God, make every one of us diligent, not
only to save our own soulsy but, as much as in us lies, the
souls of others too, ) » '

Bless thy universal church: Be thou graciously present
in all christian aséemblies throughout the world ; and hear
the prayers they shall this day put up, and make thy word ef-
fectual to the pulling down the kingdom of Satan; and te
the edifying the church of Christ in sound faith and real
godhness.  May thy word come with power into every
gonscience, and have a due and saving effect upon the minds
of all that hear it ‘ :

Bestow 4 plentiful portiont of thy good Spirit upon all that
by sickness, imprisoiiméit, or any other lawful impediment,
ate kept from partaking of the means of grace, that we efiy
foy 3 and be pleased mercifally to relieve and succour them
in all their straits and difficulties. Those that are troubled
in mind, do thoy direct to proper means to obtain comfort
and satisfaction, Give all that have no sense of thy majesty,
and live as it were Without God in the world, awakening -
- convictions of the dangers théy are in; and the miseries
they afe exposed to, that they may escape them,

Pardon our sins and imperfections, and relieve all our
wants, for the sake of Jesus Christ ; in whoge words we
farther pray, .

Dur Father, &c,

A Cozchuding Prayer,

Tak grace of our ]'40r"d Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghest, be with ys all.~—
Amen. : o

An Buening Prayer for o Family on the Lord’s
B Day. '
EterNarry Bfesséd, and infinitely glorious Lord Geod,

who keepest mercy for thousands, and Torgivest the iniqui-
ties of all truly penitent and returning sinners 3 We present
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ourselves this evening before thee, acknowledging out rmanis
fold sins, whereby we have exposed ourselves to thy just
displeasure. , , ‘ )
. We have been tinmindful both of our duty and interest ;
have broken thy holy laws, dishorioured our holy religion,
and miserably rieglected the great salvation thy blessed Son
purchased and procured for mankind. 'We have come with-
out die preparation to thy solemn worship, and been heed-
less and mnattentive in hearing .thy word. O how cold and
flat have we been in thy praises | how earthly, dull, and dis-
tracted in our prayers ;

How seldom have we been seriously exercised in holy
meditations 7 How seldom have we recollected thy multi-
plied mercies to us, so as to become sensible of the many
obligations we are under to thee for them ; or so thoughit
on our ways, as to turn our fect to thy testimonies !

But, O Lord, we humbly pray thee, for JesusChrist’s sake;
to forgive ys all our past offenses:  Direct and guide-us in
the ways of truth and holiness : and that we may always fear
thee our God, help us to sét thee always before us; and so
to observe and corisider thy all-secing eye; that we may dread
to offend thee. :

Reform whatevet thot seest amiss in the temper and dis-
position of our minds ; and, be thou graciously pleased to
conduct us safe through all the temptations and troubles of
this world.  To this end, etiable us strictly to follow the
example of Jesus Christ, and manfylly to fight under his
banner, against the world, the flesh, and the devil, vigor-
ously opposing, and valiantly conquering all the enemies of
our souls. Help us in conformity. to his death, to die daily
unto sin, and in conformity to his. resurrection, to rise to a
life of holiness and obedience, that so we may receive the
prize of a glorious and incorruptable inheritance.

O Lord, we render unto thee our most humble and thank-
ful acknowledgments, for thy many and undeserved mier«
cies. It was thy hand that formed us. It was thou that
gave us life, and breath, and being. Our food and raiment,
oug, health and strength, our ease and liberty, the use of our
Yimbs, and the exercise of our feason and understanding, are
all derived from thee. We therefore fender unto thee, G
thou bountiful giver of all good, our praises and thanks-
givings for thy temporal mercies to us, which we arc utterly
unworthy of.
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But above all, O Lord, we praise thee for thy spiritiia]
riercies; for blessing us in heavenly things in Christ Jesus;
which tend to the renewing us after thy likeness in this life;
and to the sanctifying 4nd preparing us for that which is te
come. g

For ever blessed be thy name, that our compassionate Re-
deetiier took upon him o{lr human flesh. 'We praise thee for,
his holy dotctrine and exemplary life : thdt he gave himself
to death, to purchase our redemption; that he completed
that great work by his glorious resurrection. We bless thee
that he hath begotten us again to the lively hope of an -
heritarice incorruptible and undefiled; that fadeth iiot away,
whichi is reserved in heavén for all, who, by patierit continu-"
ance in well doing, scek for glory, and honotf, and immor-
tality. We praist thee for his glorious . assénsion into
Keaven, there to intércede in thy presence for us 3 forsend:
ing the Holy Ghost to comfort and assist us j for appointing
a succession of then to preach and propagate the knowledge
and practice of his heavenly doctriné, and to administei the’
holy sacraments, the seals of thy coverant. '

We thank thee, O hcavenly Father, for all the precious
promises in the gospel of thy Son, and that thou hast made
ouir dtity so necessary to oiit happiness. Oh! that we may
all so effectually apply cur minds to the consideratitn of thy
manifold mercies, that they may work in our souls all those
divin€ virtues, dispositiohs, and affections, which they are
designed by thee to groduce in us. ’

Extend thy mercy, O Gat, to the whole vorld, that thy
noime may be gredt among the Gentiles, from the rising of -
the sun urito the going down of the same: ‘

Bless thy universal church. Putan end to all schism
and division, strife and contention ; purify and cleanse it
from profaneness and ungodliness, form superstition; here-

sy, and false doctrine ; a#d make it the joy of the whole
earth, ‘ : ‘

Be gracious td this sinful nation to Which we belong ;
forgive our many and great sins; and particuldrly we pray
thee, pardon our abuse of tiihe set apart for thy more imines
diate worship § out unithankfulness for the light of the gos-
pel, and walking coritrary fo its precepts. . Wash us thor~
oughly from our iniquitics, and cleanse us from otir sins
and grant, that by unity anid charity, and holiness of life;
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we may glotify thy great name, alid adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things.” - o

Continue the light of thy Gospel among us : Defeat and
overthrow the designs of evil men, that wduld pervert the
zruth of it. o : : '

Be thou pleased to' further with- thy blessing all those
good desigris that are fot the ddvartcement of true religion
and virtue. Let no artificés-of the devil, or wicked men,
render them ineffectuak. - T » :

. Guide and- defend our miost graciois sovereign lord king-
George 5 let his days be many, his councils wise and reli-
gious, and- his reign happy to himself and people. Leta
sense and the inestimable value of -souls, inspire all bishops
and pastors; exciting them to promote and further the salva-
tion of mien, by soundness of doctrine, and holiness of life,
and a due administration of thy holy sacraments.”

Let all magistrates, and other inferior officers maintain
and defend true religion, éncouraging virtue and goodnéss,:
and punishing and suppressing all profanieness and ungodli-’
ness 3 and let all men folldw after peace and holiness, with-
out which no mian shall see thee,

O thou that art the father of mercies, relieve all that are

in affliction, of any kind whatsoever; and grant that all may
have cause to say, It is good for them that they have been
in trouble. ‘ .
_/Be gracious and favourable to us that are here before thee ;
forgive us all our sins, and- remember not the iniquities of"
our holy thirigs.” Defend and protect us this night from all
those dangers and mischiefs that may justly overtake us:
Refresh our frail bodies with quiet and moderate rest, and
help us in the renewed strength thereof, vigorously to serve
thee in the faithful discharge of the duties of the following
day. And in thatand all other days, enable us to live to
thy honour and glory 3 that in the end of them, we may
live with thee, through our Lord Jesus Christ; in whose
prevailing name and words we sum up all our wants.

Our Father, &c. ‘

A Morning Prayer for a Family.
(From Mr, Nelson.)
AruicrTY God, Father of all mercies, we thy unwor-

thy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks, for
’ 2K
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¥l ¥ goodness and loving kindness to us ‘and-to all meti,
‘We bless thee for our creation, preservation, particularly,
that thou hast vouchsafed to deliver us from all the perils
and dangers of the night past, and for all the blessings of
this life ; but above all, for thine inestimable love in the re-
demption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And we be-
seech thee to give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may
shew forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our
lives, by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking
before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days..

We acknowledge, © Lord, that our many great and cry-
ing sins have rendered us unworthy of any of thy favours ;
but, O almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing
that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them
that are penitent, create and make in us new and contrite
hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sius anid acknowl.
edging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God o
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness. - Raise up thy
power and come among us, and with great might succour
us, that whereas through our sins and wickedness, we aré
sore let and hindered in running the race that is set before -
us, thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and des
liver us. And thou, O God, who knowest us to be set in
the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason of the
frailty of our natures we cannot always stand upright, grant
to us such strength and protection, as may support us in all
dangers, and carry us through all temptations.

Give unto us, O Lord, the assistance of thy Holy Spirit,
that for the time to come we may think and do always such
things as be rightful 5 that we, who cannot do any thing
that is good without thee, may by thee be enabled to live
according to thy will ; - that thy grace may always so prevent .
and follow us, as to make us continually to be given to all
good works. . : -

Graft in our hearts the love of thy name, increase in us
true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of thy great
mercy keep us in' the same. And thou, O God, whose
never failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven
and egnh, put from us, we beseech thee, all’hurtful things,
and give-us those things which are profitable for us. And
since it is thou only canst order the unruly wills and affec-
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tgone of sinful men, grant that we may love the things which
thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise,
that so among the sundry and manifold changes of the
world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true
joys are to be found. Dispose us, by-all the means of grace.
we enjoy, to attain that everlasting salvation thou hast pro-
mised, that we may both perceive and know those things
which he ought to do, and may have grace and power faiths
fully to fulfil the same, '

Teach us, O Lord, so to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom 3 and grant that neither the
splendour of any thing that is great, nor the conceit of any
thing that is good in us, may any way withdraw our eyes
from looking upon ourselves as sinful dust and ashes ; but
that we may press forward towards the prize of the high call-
ing that is before us, withfaith and patience, with humility and
mcekness, with mortification and self-denial, with charity,
and constant perseverance unto the end ; that so when we
shall depart this life we may sleep in the Lord ; and at the
general resurrection in the last day, may be found accepta.
ble in thy sight, and receive that blessing which thy beloved
Son shall then bestow -upon all those that truly love and
fear thee. v

Charge thy holy providence, O almighty God, we be-
seech thee, with us this day ; and vouchsafe to direct, sanc-
tify, and govern both our hearts and bodies, in the ways of
thy faws, and in the warks of thy commandments, that
through thy most mighty protection, both here and ever, we
may be preserved in body and soul, through our Lord and
Haviour Jesus Christ,

Add this Paragiaph on Sundays,

s¢ AumicHTY and merciful God, of whose only gift it.
cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee true and lauda-
ble service 3 gaint, we beseech thee, that we may so spend
this thy holy day in the exercises of piety and devotion, tha:
we may hear thy word with so much attention, and pray
with so much fervour, that we fail not finally to attain thy
li’éavenly promises, through the merits of Jesus Christ cur
Lord.”’

‘We make our prayers and sup,plications to thee, O ever-
asting God, in behalk of all mankind,  'We humbly beseech
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thee to “inspire continually the yniversal church, with the
spirit of truth, unity and concord 3 and grant that all they
that do confess thy holy name, may agree in the rruth of
thy holy -word, and live in unity and godly lave. We' be-
scech thee so to direct. and dispese the hearts of all christian
rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice,
to.the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the main-
tenance of thy true religion and virtue. Give grace, O
heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other ministers, that the
may both by their life and doctrine set forth thy true ang
- lively word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacra-
ments.  And of thy great goodness, O Lord, comfort and
succour all them, who, in this transitory life, are in trouble,
sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. . Look upon
them with the eyes of thy mercy, give them sure trust anc
confidence in thee, and in thy due time 2 happy issue out
of all their afflictions. Assist all those who draw near the
time of their dissolution ; so fit and prepare them for the
~ hour of death, that after their departure in peace, and in thy
favour, they mav be received into thy everlasting kingdonm,
through the merits and mediation of thy only Son Jesu
Christ our Lord ; in whose blessed name and words we
conclude our imperfect prayers, saying, ' -
 Our Father, &c. . = -

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, anc
the followship of the Holy Ghost, be with us this day,
hénceforth, and for evermore. = dmen* B :

! G ;: : ;.
An Evening Prayer for a Fanzg{y,
(From Mr. Nelson.)

AvmieraTy God, Father of our Lord Jesus Chrict, ma-
ker of all things, judge of all men, we acknowledge and be-
wwail our manifold sins and wickednesses which we from timc
10 time most grievously have committed, by thought, word,
and deed, against thy divine majesty’; provoking most just-
ly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly
repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; and
the rememberance of them is grievous unto mé,

* The above Prayer and the rest of the Extracts, from Mir. Nelson's
Practice of True Devotion, are copied from an American edirian.
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~Haye merey upon us, O Lord, after thy great goodness j
according to the multitude of thy mercies  do away our of«
fences 3 wash us thoroughly from our wickedness, and
cleanse us from our sins., Spare all those who confess theix
sins unto thee, that they whose consciences by sin are ac-
cused, by thy merciful pardon may be absolved ; and grant
that we may ever hereafter serve and please t thec in newness

hFe, to the honour and glory of thy name.

And thou, O God, who art the protector of all gwho put
thcu‘ trust in thee, w1thout whom nothing is strong, nothing
is holy, increase and multiply upon us thy mercy, that thou
being our ruier and guide, we may so pass through things
temporal, that we finally lose not the things eternal. And
because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can
dono good thing without thee, grant us the help of thy grace,
that we may withstand the temptations of the world, the
flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds follow

, fhce, the only God 5 and that in keeping thy commandments,
w¢ muy please thee both in will and deed.

O Lord, who hast prepared for them that love thee such
good thmgs as. pass man’s understanding, pour into our
i rearts such love ‘towards thee, that we loving thee above all
things may obtain thy promisses, which exceed all that we
can desire,  And thou, who hast taught us that all our do-
ings without chamy are nothing worth, send thy Holy
Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift, the
vary bond of peace and ‘of all virtues, without which whoso-
ever liveth 1s counted dead before thee.

Grant us, O Lord, so perfectly and without all doubt to
believe in thy son Jesus Christ, that our faith in thy s:ght
may never be reproved 5 that bemg not like children, carri-
ed away with every bl.ﬁt of vain doctrine, we may be es-
tablished in the truth of thy holy gospel 5 and knowing
our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the
life, and following the steps of thy holy apostles, we may
stedfastly walk in the path that leadeth to eternal life; So
that we, who know thee now by faith, may, after this llfe,
have the fruition of thy glorious godhead Grant that ouy
Kearts and all our members being mortified from all world-
Iy and carnal lusts, and forsaking all covetous desires, and
inordinate love of riches, we may in all things obey thy
blessed will, and cortinue Christ’s faithful soldiers and ser.
vants to our lives end.  And since thou hast given us thy
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only begotton Sen, to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and
also an example of godly life, give us grace most thankfully to
receive this thine inestimable benefit, and daily to endea-
wour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life,
Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of
thy Sem our Saviour Jesus Christ 5 so by continually morti-
fying our corrupt afféctions, we may be buried with him;
and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass te
a joyful resurrection : beseeching thee, that it may please
thee, of thy gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the
number of thine elect, and to hasten thy kingdom ;_that we,
with all others already departed in the true faith of thy holy
name, may have our perféct consummation and bliss, both
in body and soul, in thy eternal and everlasting glory.

£da this Paragraph on Sundays.

« O God, we beseech thee mercifully to receive’ those
prayers, which we have this day offered up to thee in the
public congregation, and have compassion upon our infirm-
ities, that our blindness and unworthiness may not deprive us
of the advantage of them. And grant, we besecech thee,
that we may in such wise mark, learn, and inwardly digest
what we have this day heard, that by patience and comfort
of thy holy word, we may embrace ar< ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which thoy hast given us i
thy Son our Sayiour Jesus Christ.™ co

We commit ourselves, O Lord, this night to thy gracious
srotection 3 and thou. who seest we have no power of our-
selves to help ourselves, keep us both outwardly in our bod-
its, and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from
alt adversities that may happen to the body, and from all e-
vil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul,

O God, the Creator and “Preserver of all mankind, we
humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men,
that it may please thee to make thy ways known unto them,
and thy saving health unto 2ll nations. Let thy continual pity
cleanse and defend thy church ; and beeause it cannot con- -
tinue in safety without thy succour, preserve it evermore
by thy help and goodness. Receive our supplications and
prayers, which we offer before thee for all estates of men in
thy holy church. that every member of the same, in his
wocation 2ad ministry, may truly and godly serve thee.



31

Pinally, we commend td thy fatherly goodness all thase
Who are ‘any ways afflicted or distressed in mind, body, or
estate : That it may pledse thee to comfort and relieve them:
according to their several necessities, giving them patience-
under all their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their
afflictions. . .

We beseech thee mercifully, O Lord, to incline thine
ears to us, that have made now ‘our prayers and supplica-
tions urito thee 5 and grant that those things that we have
faithfully asked according to thy will, may effectually be ob-
tained; to the relief of our necessities, and to the setting
forth of thy glory, threugh Jesus Christ otir Lord ; in whose
blessed name and words we conclude our imperfect devo-
tions, saying,

Our Father, &c. .

The grace of our Lerd Jesus Christ, &c.

A Morning Prayer for a Family.

O mosT glorious and eternal God, thou art righteous in
all thy ways, and holy in all thy works, infinite in mercy and
goodness to all that call upon thee in truth, and hast prom-
ised that where two or three are gathered together in thy
name thou wilt be in the midst of them : Look down, we
beseech thee, upon us thy ianworthy servants, who are heré
before thee, to present unto thy divine majesty the morning
sacrifice of our unfeigned praises : acknowledging, that in
thee we live, and move, and have our being : and that
form thy bountiful hand we have received all the good
things we enjoy, and by thy providence are defended from
all the evils we deserve.  'We desire, O Lord, in an humble
sense of thy gooddfess towards us, to bless and praise thy
holy name ; particularly, we adore thy glorious majesty for
preserving us the night past, for raising us up in health and
safety, and giving us this opportunity of calling upon thy
name. . .

Give s grace, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, to make

- aeright use and improvement of these, and all thy other
mercies ; and grant, that we may henceforward live as be-
comes the gospel of Christ, by denying all ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously and godly in
this present world.
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And because we are not able of ouiselves to praise thee,
vouchsafe us, we beseech thee, the assistance of thy Holy~
Spirit, enabling us to withstand all the enemies and hirdran-
ces of our salvation. o

Enlighiten our understandings, that we may know thee ;
kanctify our affections; that we may love thee ; and put thy
fear into oiir hearts, that we may dread to offend thee,
Convince us thoroughly, O Lord, of the great evil of sin;
that we may- endeavoiir in all things to obey thy blessed
will, and to walk before thee int all holiness and righteous-
niess all ous days: , o :

Wean our affections, O Lord, fiom the things of this
world ; and whatevet our state and condition hay be here,
give us grace thefewith to be content : In all our passage
through this life, and our manifold concerns about-it, grant
that in doing our duty, we may make thee our only stay and
confidence, otir hope, afid our trust, casting all our care up-
on thee; atid eritirely fesigning ourselves to thy good plea-
sure in all things. Let our chief aim'and ehdeavour be, to
secure the salvation of our souls, ang to provide for that
time, when all earthly comiforts shall vanish away. -

A Prayer for Gov’s  'We humbly commend oursclves and
Blessing e;géngrgz‘;c; all our affairs this day, to thy blessing

to be said every day and protection.  Enable us, O Lord, td

but Sunduy. discharge the Duties of our several sta-
tions, and in 21l things to keep a conscience void of offunce

towards thee, and towards:man. Be with us in our going

out, and coming in, that no casualty or .evil accident may.®
come near to hurt us, Give us such a measure of health,
and othet temporal blessings, as thou seest best and most

expedient forus; but above all things give us thy grace and

favour, that our lives may be holy and comfortable here; and

our eternal state happy and glorious with thee Hereaftery

through the merits, and for the sake of thy dear Son Jesus

Christour Lord ; in the fullest sensé of whose words, we

commend the wants and necessities of all mankind, together

with our own, saying, -

Qur Father, &e.
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This s to be used on Sunday Morning, instead of
the Prayer for God’s Blessing,

Axp sirce thou hast gracigusly brought us to this day, on
tvhich thou hast appointed us to rest from the works of our
calling, and to keep holy to thy service, we beseech thee
take us into thy holy protection ard guidance.  Grant us
grace to withdraw our'midds from the cates and business
and pleasures of this life, and to set them on things above,
4nd on that life we must live for ever either in happiness or
misery, according as we demean ourselves i this world, and
imake use of the means of grace thou art pleased to afford
us. Letus regularly attend thy worship in the public as-
semblies of the church 5 not out of custom, but of true de-
votion and piety, and with due regard to thy glory, and the
salvation of our own souls. To which end, let thy holy
spirit accompany every one of us, and make us devout and
serious in thy serviee, and aftentive ir hearing thy holy word
read and preached. Let thy holy spirit direct him whom
thou hast set over us in the Lordj that by soundness of doc-
trine he may shew forth thy glory, and set forward our sal-
vation.

And while we are at home, let us employ our time in
prayers and praises and thanks. givings for thy works of cre-
ation and redemption, and for thy particular providence and
mercies to us through the whole course of our lives ; and in
teading and meditating on thy holy word, in ordet to amen-
our lives theéreby § and in instructing and furthering the sal-
vation of otherst and in the exercise of all other works of
charity and devotion, as we shall have opportunity and abil-
ity to perform them.

And grant, that in the performance of these great and ne-
cessary concerns of our souls, no sourness or moroseness
may mingle therewith ; but that we may shew such a cheer-
fulness of temper, and even joy in the Holy Ghost, as may
ddorn the christian profession, aud recommend the gospel to
thase who are yet strangers to the power thereof. “And
mercifully grant, that by living holy in this and all the rest
of our days wc may be admitted into thy everlasting king-
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In whose name and
words we conclude our prayers.

Qur Father, &c.
ar
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An Evening Prayer for a Family.

O mosT glorious and ever blessed Lord God, who ins
habitest eternity, arid dwellést in that light which no mortal
eye can approach ; we thy sinful servants, kneeling beforg
thee, acknowledge that we are not worthy to appear in thy
presence, nor so much as to lift up our eyes to that place of
purity where thou dwellest. S

O Lord, though we are thus unworthy to speak unto
thee ; yet so infinite and condeseending is thy goodness as
to encourage our addresses to thee, by many gracious pros
tises of favour and acceptance. 'With humble confidence,
then O Lord; we presume to approach the throne of thy
grace ; beseeching thee in the name, and for the sake of thy
beloved Son, to be merciful unto ws in the pardon and for-
giveness of all our sins. We acknowledge, OLord, that we
have acted foolishly and wickedly, by doing those things
which thou hast forbidden, and by neglecting to do those
things which thou hast commanded : O let that mercy of
thine, which has spared us solong, lead us to repentancey
that we may forsake our evil ways, and turn unto thee the
Lord our God.

- 'Give us grace, © Lordy seriously to consider the great
work we have todo, and the uncertainty of that time which
thou hast given us to performit inj that we may not be so
foolish as to consume our days in vanity and folly, in grati-
fying our corrupt inclinations, and indulging our vicious
appetites. \ o

Shew us the foulness and deformity of sin, and possess
our minds with such lively sense of those dreadful threatens
ings thou hast denounced against it, that we may abhof
and forsake every evil'way, and give up ourselves to the love
and obedience of thy commandments, making it the great
study and business of our lives to serve and please thee in
all things ; so shall we be daily growing in grace, and con-
tinually advancing towards an happy eternity. '

Give us honest and upright hearts, such as ne interest
can seduce, no advantage prevail upon to depart from the
ways of truth and justice:. And to that end, restrain us
from all immoderate desires of the things of this world, from
all pride and covetousness, from envy, hatred, and malice,’

anvd from all evil speaking, lying, and slandering. O be
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thou pleased so to conduct us by thy good Spirit, through
all the business and employments, through all the calami-
ties and troubles of this life, that (whatever our condition
may be in this world) we may attain that happiness which
thou hast prepared for them that truly love and obey thee.
. We beseech thee to extend thy mercy to the whole race
of mankind. Have pity upon all that know thee not, and
never heard of thy name; make the light of thy glorious
gospel to shine among them, and visit them, O Lord, with
thy salvation. O deliver us from all ignorance, error, pra-
fanenes, and grant us grace and eternal Jife.

Be more especially gracious to this church and nation to
which we belong; give us all grace seriously to repent
of the evil of our ways; and grant that religion and vir-
tue, peace and charity, may for cver flourish and increase
amcng s,

Bless oyr sovereign lord king George, and all the royal
family. Bless likewise all that are put in authority, both in
church and state ; may all their designs tend to the ad-
vancement of thy glory, and the bappiness and prosperity of
this natian.

Look with pity and compassion, O Lord, upon all in af-
fliction and temptution ; strengthen and support them, and
give them in thy good time a happy deliverance.

Be merciful and gracious, O God, to all our relations,
friends, and acquaintance, and to alj that desire or need our
prayers : Forgive our enemies, reward our benefactors 3 and
grant, that we and all thy people every where, may serve
thee from the highest to the lewest, and be made partakers
of everlasting happiness. .

To thesg our prayers and intercessions, we desire likewise
to add the cacrifice of our unfeigned praises to thy divine
majesty, acknowledging it to be our bounden duty and ser-
vice, at a}l times, and in all places, to give thanks to thee, O
Lord ; to whose infinite goodness and mercy we owe all the

" comforts of this life, and all the hopes and expectations of
a better.  Blessed be thy name, O God, for the continuance
of thy mercies to us this day j for providing for our bodics,
hd waking care of our souls, and dclivering us from those
mauy evils we have justly deserved : But above all, we bless
and praise thy hely name, for thine inestimable love in the
redemption of the world by ovr Lord and Saviour Jesus
Chrise, Cortinue tous chy gracions favour and proteciior,
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that no evil aceident may come near to hurt us. - Give ys
guiet and refreshing sleep, such as may fit us for the duties
of the day following : And if thou art pleased to add another
day to our lives, grant that we may improve it to thy glory,
and the benefit of our precious souls; and to the promoting
the good of our neighbour as we have opportunity, through
Jesus Christ our blessed Lord, and only Saviour, who.ig
compassion to our infirmities hath taught us thus to pray;. .

Our Father, &¢. '

A Prayer for Sundgy Evening, -

(From Dr. Warren.)

Prarsep be thy nime, O Lord, from the rising up of the
sun, to the going down of the same. - )

Thou art our God, and we will thank thee ; Thou art cur
God, and we will praise thee. . Blessed be thy name that
thou hast made us rational cyeatures, capable to know thee,
and capable to enjoy thee. ‘

But ever blessed be thy name that we are christians ; that
we were dedicated to thee in baptism, and have since been
made partakers of all those spiritual helps, which might aid
and assist us to perform that vow we then made to thee.

And since our hearts are too apt to be overcharged with the
cares of this life ; praised be thy name that thou hast com-
manded us to set apart one day in seven, to lay aside all
worldly thoughts and business, to consider eternity, and to
take care of our souls. 'We thank thee for the happy op~
portunity thou hast given us this day of assembling curselves
in thy house.  Give a gracious answer to those petitions
which have been put up in behalf of thy pecple. " And grant
that those instructions which have been given us, may have
a good effect upon us: That they may influence our lives
that we may some way or other be the better for them.
That so being not only hearers, but doers, of thy word, we
may be blessed in our deed. ‘

Grant us moderate and refreshing sleep, such as may fit
us for thy service.  And, Lord, make us ever” mindful of
that time when we shall lie down in the dust ; and because
we know neither the day nor the hour of oyr Master’s com=
ing, grant us grace that Wwe may never live in such a state, as
we shall fear to die in ; but that whether we live we may
live unto the Lord, or whether we dic we may die unto the
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Bord ; so that living and dying we may be thine, thioug
Jesus Christ our Lord, ! ’ B
Our Father, &c. ’

A Family Prayer for the Lord’s Day Morning.

(From Mr. Alleine.)

Most gracious God, and our Father in our Lord Jesus
Christ, it 1s good for us to draw near to thee, the nearer the
better ; and it will be best of all, when we come to be near-
est of allin the kingdom of glary.

We bless thee for the return of the morning-light, and,
that thou causest the day-spring to know its place and time 3
O let <« the day-spring from on high visit our dark souls,
and the sun of righteousnes arise with healing under his
wings.”

‘We bless thee, that the light we sce is the Lord’s ; that
% this is the day which the Lord hath made,” hath made for
man, hath made for himself, ¢« we will r¢joice and be glad
inic”’

‘We keep this day holy to the honour of thee, O God the
Father Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, in re-
membrance of the work of creation, that work of wonder,
in which thou ¢ madest all things out of nothing by the
word of thy power,” and all very good ; and they continue
to this day according to thy ordinance ; for all are thy ser-
vants, ¢ Thou art worthy to receive blessing, and l:onour,
and glory, and power, for thou hast created all things, and -
for thy pleasure they are and were created. O thou who
didst comimand the light to shine out of darkness,” who
gaidst on the first day of the first week, ¢ Let there be fight,
and there was light ;” we pray thee shine this day inte cur
hearts, and give us more and more the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; and
let us be thy workmanship, created in Christ - Jesus unto
good works ; a kind of first-fruits of thy creatures.

We likewise sanctify this day toe the honour of cur Lord

esus Christ, thy only begotten Son and our exalted Re-
deemer, in remembrance of his resurrection from the dead
on the fir:t duy of the week, by which he was declared to
be the Son of God with power.  We bless thee, that hav-
ing laid down his life to make atonzment for sin, he arose
again for qur justification, that he might bring in everlasting
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righteousness, We bless thee, that he is risen from the
dead as the first fruits of them that slept, that he might be'
the resurrection and the life to us. Now we pray, that while
we are celebrating the memorial of his resurrection with
joy and triumph, we may experience in qur souls the power
of his resurrection, that we may rise with him from the
death of sin to the life of righteousness ; from the dust of
this world to a holy, heavenly, spiritual, divine life. O
that we may be planted together in the likeness of Christ’s
resurrection, that as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, also so we may walk in newness of life,
. We sanctify this day to the honour of thy Holy Spirit,
that blessed Spirit of grace, the-Comforter, rejoicing at the
remembrance of the descent of the Spirit upon the apos-
tles on the day of pentecost,. the first day of the week like-
wise. We bless thee, that when Jesus Christ was glorified,
the Holy Ghost was given to make up the want of his bod-
ily presence, to carry on his undertaking, and to ripen things
for his secend coming ;5 and that we have a promise that he
shall abide with us for ever.  And we pray, that the Spirit
of him that rajsed up Jesus from the dead may dwell and
rule in every one of us, to make us partakers of a new.and
divine nature. Come, O blessed Spirit of grace, and breathe
upon these dry bones, these dead hearts of ours, that they
‘may live, and be in a spirit of faith, and love, and holiness,
a spirit of power and of a sound mind.

O Lord, we bless thee for thy holy word, which isa light
to our feet and a lamp to our paths, and ¢ which was writs
ten for our learning, that we, through patience and coms-
fort of the scriptures, might have hope’;” that the scrip-
tures are preserved pure and entire to us, and that we have
them in a language that we understand.  'We beg that we
may not receive the grace of God invain, We bless thee
that our eyes see the joyful light, and our ears hear the joy=
ful sound v a Redeemer and Saviour, and of a redemption
and salvation by him ; that life and immortality are brought
to light in the gospel.  Glory be to God in the highet,
that 1n and through Jesus Ch.ist there is on earth pcacé angd
good-wiil towards men, :

We bless thee for the great gospel record, that ¢ God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.*
Lord, we receive it as 2 faithful saying, and well worthy of
all acceptation, © O let him be made of God to us wisdom,
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fighteousness, sanctification; and redemption, : Let us be
effectually called into fellowship with him, and by faith be
united to him, so that Christ may live in us, and we may
grow up into him in all things, who is the head ; that we
may bring forth fruit in him, and whatever we do in werd
or deed we may do all in bis name. O let us have the spir-
it of Christ, that thereby it may appear that we are his.
And through him we pray that we may have eternal life,
that we may none of us come short of it, but may all of
us have the first-fruits and earnests of it abiding in us.

We bless thee for the new covenant made with us in Je-
sus Christ.  Lord we fly for refuge to it, we take hold of
it as the hope set before us.  Thou hast declared concerning
the Lord Jesus, that he is thy beloved Son, in whom thou
art well pleased 5 we humbly beg, Lotd, be thou pleased
with us in and through him.

O that our hearts may be filled this day with pleasing
thoughts of Christ, and his love to us, that great love where-
with he loved us. O the adorable dimensions of that love,
the height, and depth, and length, and bredth of the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge.  Let this love constrain
us ¢o love him, and live to him who died for us and rose
again. O that it may be 2 pledsure and mighty satisfaction
to us to think, that while we are here praying at the throuc
of grace, our blessed Saviour is sitting at the right hand of tlie
throne of glory, interceding for us i We earnestly beg that
through him we may find favour with thee our God, and
may be taken into covenant and communion with thee.

We hurnbly pray thee, for his sake, to forgive all our sins,
known and unknown, in thought, word, and deed ¢ Threugh
him let us be acquitted of all our guilt. ~ O let there be no
cloud of guilt to interpose between us and our God this day,
ind to intercept our comfortable communion with thee.
And let our lusts be mortified and subdued, that our own
corruptions may not be as 4 clog to us; to hinder the ascent
of our souls heavenwards. ) ) )

We pray thee assist us in all the religious services of this
thine own holy day : Go along with us, we humbly beseech
thee, to the solemn assembly 3 for if thy presence go not up
with us, wherefore should we goup ? Give us to draw nigh
to thee with a true heart, with a free heart, with a fixed
heart, and in full assurance of faith., Meet us with a bless-
ing : Grace thine own ordinancss with thy presence, that
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pecial presence which thou hast promised whete two of
three are gathered together in thy name. = Help us against
our matiifold infirmities; and the sins that do most easily bes
set us in our atteidance upon thee. Let thy word comeé
with life and power to our souls, and be as good seed sown
in good soil, taking roct, and bringing forth fruit to thy
praise : and let our prayers and praises be spititual sacri
fices, acceptable in thy sight through Christ Jesus.

- Let thy presence be in all the asseriiblies of christians this
day. -In the charriot of the everlasting gospel let the great
Redeeiner ride forth triimphantly, coliqueting and to conq
uer, and letevery thought be brought into obédierice to him,
Let many be brought to believe the report of the gospel, and
to many let the arm of the Lo#d be revealed.  Let sinners
be converted unto thee, and thy saints edified and built up
1t faith, holiness, and comfort unto salvation, e
. All which, \vith every other needful metcy, we humibly
gsk, in the name and through the mediation of thy dear Som
in whose wotds wé further call upon thee.

Our Father, &e¢.

Another Evening Prayer for the Lord*s Day.

Py (From Mr, Jenks) :

O Lorw, thois art good to the soul that seeks thee 3 thou
art full of invitation, and all the endearments of love to draw
and encourage poor sinnéts, to come unto thee. . Thou dost
not bid us seck thy face in vain, nor serve thée for nought ;
but art a Lord that hath pleasure in the prosperity of thy
servants, and payest iis not accotding to our poor imperfect
services, but givest like thy self infinitely good, and most-
rich in mercy : the gift of God is eternal life through Jesud
Christ out Lord. ' -

Command 4 blessirig, we pray thee, O Lord, upon the
word which this day we have heard, and tpon all the means
of grace that have been used for the good of souls. Tt is
not he who planteth, nor he who watereth, but thou, ouf
‘God, who givest the increase. O be thou pleased to second
the preaching of thy word, with the powerful influences of
thy grace and Holy Spirit ; that it may be the savour of life
to our souls, and the power of God to our salvation.

. We give thee thanks, as we are infinitely boind to thee,
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, for the mercies of rhis -
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day 3 and for thy great mercy and goodness that has hither-
to followed us all the days of our lives. O how wonderful
§s thy patience and long-suffering, that thou shouldst all <'ay
long stretch forth thy hands to a rebellious and gainsaying
people ! And how unwearied thy kindness and love, that we
still enjoy so many comforts with our lives, who have taken
the course to spoil all with our sins ! yea, that thou shouldst
not withhold the greatest mercies from such as cannot pre-
tend to descrve the least at thy hands! Blessed be thy
name, O most merciful Father, that thou hast defended us”
from so many dangers in our lives, which threatened to de-
stroy us; and delivered us out of so many troubles, under
which we should have sunk and perished, if thou hadst not
been nigh unto us, and done great things for us.  'We bless
thee for our health and plenty, peace and liberty; for the
use of our reason, limbs, and senses, for the comforts of all
thy good creatures ; for the kindness of our friends, and
safety from our enemies, for the benefits and refreshments
of society, and the success and prosperity of our affairs here
-in this world. But above all, we bless thee for the mercies
and blessings respecting the world to come; for Jesus
Christ,and all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in him,
tending to the salvation of our souls; for remembering us
in our low estate, and sending eternal redemption to us by
the hands of thy dear Son; for the light and direction of
thy word ; for the teachings and strivings, the aids and con-
solutions of thy Holy Spirit ; for all the means and helps
which we have to do us good ; for all thy grace wrought in
us, and bestowed upon us ;3 and for all the discoveries and
hopes of eternal glory which thou hast given us, O how
infinitely are we indebted to the kindness and love of God
our Saviour | O that we may ever be sensible and thankful
as we ought ! and with all that thou hast giv.en us, blessed
God, give us hearts filled with thy love, and lifted up in thy
ptaise, and devoted to thy honour and service.

We can but acknowledge the vast debt that we are never
able to pay. 'We cannot praise thee according to the riches
of thy grace, and the multitude of thy mercies: Butwe
desire to bless and praise, with all the capacities and abilities
wherewith theu hast blessed us. Help us, O Lord, our
God, to glorify thy name, not only in speaking to thy praise,
but so entirely devoted to thy pleasure, that we may be thine

2G
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in faithfulness, and the sincerity of our hearts, all the days
of our lives.

O make us truly penitent and humbled for all which this
day we have done amiss, and make us unfeignedly thankful
for all the good that we have received : and for all which:
thou hast, 1n any manner or measure enabled us to do aright,
The evil is from ourselves alone, and to us belongs shame
and confusion of face for it: but all the good is of thy
free grace, and mere mercy : and to thy blessed name, O
Lord our God, be all the praise and- glory rendered, with
the most sensible and grateful hearts, now and for ever-
more. . Amen. ‘

Morning Proyer for a Family.

(From Mr. Jenks.)

O Lord, the blessed God of our salvation | thou art the
hope of all the ends of the earth, upon whom the eyes of all
do wait: for thou givest unto all life, and breath, and all
things. In thee we ever live, and move, and are ; and up-
on thee we continually do depend for ali the good that evet
we have, or hope for. Still thou takest care of us, and
watchest for good over us; even in our rest and sleep,
when we have not so much as any thoughts of caring for
ourselves : and daily thou renewest to us our lives and thy
mercies : every morning giving us new occasions still for
thy praise, and our thankfulness. And thou hast given us
the assurance of thy word, that if we commit our affairs to
thee, and acknowledge thee in all our ways, thou wilt esta
blish our thoughts, and direct our path. ~ And therefore we
desire, O Lord, stifl to put ourselves under thy graciou$
conduct, and thy fatherly protection ; and to beg the heavs
enly guidance, and blessing, and assistance of thy good Spit-
it, to chuse our inheritance for us; and to dispose of us,
and of all that concerns us, to the glory of thy name.

O Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies from us, mnor
the comforts of thy presence, nor the assistance of thy Spir-
1t, for our great contempt and manifold abuses of all such
grace and goodness. Never punish our sins, by giving us
over to'the love and power of our sins : but give us true pen-
itent hearts for all the evils committed by us; and thy
merciful discharge from all the guilt that lies upon us.  And
grant us, O good God, the comfortable sense and apprehen-
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ston of thy gracious acceptance of us, and thy merciful in=
tentions towards us, in the "Son of thy love, the Lover of
our souls ! that our souls may bless thee, and all that is with-
in us may praise thy holy name.

And O that we may find the joy of the Lord to be our
strength, to enable us against our sins; especially those sins
to which we are most addicted, and whereof we are in
greatest danger ; and to make us also more ready to every
.good work, and better disposed for all the duties of piety,
justice, charity, and sobriety, which we owe to thee, our
God, to our neighbour, and ourseives : that herein we may
exercise ourselves to have always the conscience void of of-
fence towards God, and towards men. O help us to walk
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise ; carefully redeem-
ing the time that we have lost, and conscientiously impro-
ving all those seasons and means of grace, which thou art
pleased to put into our hands, for the best profit and advan-
tage of our souls. And while we are upon earth, O give us
all things needful and convenient for our present pilgrim-
age; and sanctify to usall ovr enjoyments, and all estates
that we go through, and all events that now befal us ; till
through the merits of thy Son, and the multitude of thy
mercies, we are conducted safe to be ever with the Lord.
Amidst all our other affairsin this world, O let us never for-
get or neglect the one thing needful 3 but be in greatest
care so to demean ourselyes every day, as may forward our
joyful account in the great day of thy appearing and glory.

O gracious Father ! keep us, we beseech thee, this day
in thy fear and favour ; and help us to live to thy honour
and glory. If thou guide us not, we shall run into errors;
if thou preserve us nor, we shall fall into dangers : O let thy
good providence be our defence and security : and let thy~
Holy Spirit be our guide and counsellor in all our ways.
And grant that we may take the ways and courses agreea--
ble to thy will and acceptable in thy sight, through Jesus'
Chrift : in whose sacred name and words we close these our
imperfect requests to thee. :

Our Father, &ec.

Let thy grace, O Lord Jesus Christ ; thy love, O heaven-
ly Father ; thy comfortable fellowship, O holy blessed Spir-.
it, be with us, and with all whom we ought to beg thy
mcrcy for in our prayers, this day, and for evermore,  Amen.
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FEuening Prayer for o Family.
) (From Mr. Alleine.)

O Lorp our God, thy glory is above all our thoughts, and
thy mercy is over all thy works., "We are still living monu-
“ments of thy mercy. For thou hast not cut us off in our
sins, but still givest us a good bope and strong consolation
through grace. Thou hast sent thy only son into the world,
that whosoever believeth in him should not Wn&xnhs
sins, but have everlastmg life. O Lord, we believe, help
our-unbelief ; and give us the true *¢ repentance towards
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” that we may be .
in the number of those who do indeed repent and ¢ believe
to the saving of the soul. Being justified by faith,” lét us
¢ have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ; let
us rejoice in him through whom we. have now redemption
in bis blood ;" and let ¢ the Love of God be shed abroad
in our hzaris by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.’

And as we pray that thou wilt be to us a father of mer-
cies, and a God of consolation, so we pray that thou wilt
make us ¢ followers of God as dear children,” ever jealous
over aur own hearts, and watchful over our ways 3 continu-
ally fearing to offend, and endeavouring to please thée. Thou
knowest, O Lord, all our termptations, and the sin that doth
50 easily beset us. Thou knowest the devices of the enemy,
and the deceitfulness of our own hearts. We pray thee,
good Lord, that thou wilt arm us with the whole armour of -
God. Uphold us with thy frec Spirit, and w .wtcl over us
for good evermore.,

. Let our supplications also ascend before thee, for the whole
race.of mankind. . Send thy word unto all the ends of the
edrth, and et 1t,be the savour of life unto all that hear it.
Be ‘gracious.to thxs our land. O dothou rule all our rulers,
counsel all ourCOLnseHors,teacllaH our teachers, and order
all- the public affairs to thy glory. Turn from us the judg-
ments which we feel or fear ; continue thy blessings to our
souls and bodies, and noththstandmg all our provocations,
be. thou siill our God, and let us be thy people.

Have compassion on all children of 2ffit ctlon, and g0 mhn
fy thy fatherly corrections to them. .Be gracioss to all our
fnenda and neighbours, Reward vir e nefactors,  Blews
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our relations with the best of thy blessings, with thy fear
and love. Preserve us from our enemies, and r=zenciie
them both to us and to thyself. O that all the habitations
of Christians may be houses of prayer ! and be thou espe-
cially kind to the several families where thy blessed name is
~talled upon.  Let thy blessing rest upon us of this family.
Bless all our present estates to us 3 and fit us all for- what-
soever thou shaltbe pleased tocall us to. O teach us
¢ how to want, and to abound :” Inevery condition secure
our hearts to thyself ; and make us ever to approve our-
selves sincere and faithful in thy service.

And now, O Father of mercies, be pleased to accept our
evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiviug. O that thou
wouldest imprint and preserve upon our hearts a lively sense
of all thy kindness to us 5 that our souls may bless thee, and
all that 1s within us may praise thy holy name. Yea, lct us
give thee thanks from the ground of the heart, and praise
our God while we have our being. For all thy pati:nce
with us, thy care over us, and thy continual mercy to us,
blessed be thy name, O Lord God, our heavenly Father !
And unto thee, with the Son of thy love and the Srivit of
gice, be all thanks and praise, now and for cvermorz,
HAmen.

A Morning Prayer for @ Family.

(From Mr. Crossman.}

Let the Master of a Family begin with this seatence.

O come, let us worship and fall down, and kneel before
the Lord our Maker.”  Psalm xcv. §.°

Then zll devoutly kaceling, let the Master of the Family say,

* Let us pray.”

O ammieuTY and most merciful God, we give thee hum-
ble thanks and praise for thy fatherly care over us, in pre-
serving us from all evil accidents the night past, and tfat
another day is added to our lives; we here offer up our
souls and bodics to thy service, desiring to employ them ¢
thy glory, and the working out our own salvation.

But, Loid, thou knowest rthe weakness and corruprions of
our nature, and the manifold temptations we daily mest
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with. We beseech thee therefore to have compassion ups
on our infirmities, to grant us the assistance of thy blessed
Spirit, to restrain us from sin, to stir us up to our duty, and
t6 enablewus to withstand all the enemies and hindrances of
our salvation. Give us grace to walk in thy sight all the
day long, making a conscience of our ways, and not darmg
to doany thg to offend thee.

Make us serious and holy in our lives, watchful over all
our thoughts, words and actions, temperate in meat, and
drink, just and upright in all our dealings, qulet and peaces
able amongst our neighbours and contented in every state
and condition of life.

But above all, keep in our minds a lively remembrance
‘of that great and solemn day, when we must be summoned‘
before the judgment seat of Christ, to give a strict account
of our lives, and to receive our everlastmg doom, either tq
bliss or woe, according to what we have done in this body.
O let it be,our constant care to fit and prepare ourselves for
the world to'come, '

And now, O gracious Father, we humbly beg thy bless-
ing upon all here present, and all belonging to us : Let thy
vood providence watch over us, and preserve us, and grant
us whatsoever thou seest to be needful both for our souls and
bodies, for the sake and through the merits of thy Son Jesus
Christ, in whose most holy name and words we sum up all
pur waints, saying,

Dur Tather &C.

The grace of our Lord, &c.

An Evening Prayer for ¢ Family.
© ‘(From Mr. Crossmasn.)

Let the Master of 3 Family begin with this sentence.

“O come, let us WOrSh]p, and fall down, and knecl
hefore the Lord our Maker.”

Then ali devcatly knecling let the Master of the Family say,

“ Let us pray.”

O 0. glorious and ever blessed Lord God, who dwell-

st in the highest heavms, vet youchsafest to regard the
Towest greasires here on ezrth, we thine unworthy SEIVaIlts,
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fiow come before thee upon our knecs, humbly beseeclung
thy majesty, for the sake of thy beloved Son, to be mercifut
to us and pardon and forgive us our sins ; for we acknowi-
edge, O Lord, that we have many times acted feulishiy.
That we have done those things which thou hast forbidden,
and have neglected to do those things which thou hast com-
manded. O let that mercy of thine, which has spared us
thus long, lead us to repentance 3 that we may henceforth
forsake our evil ways, and turn unto thee the Lord our God.

Give us grace, O Lord, seriously to consider the great
work we have to do, and the shortness and uncertainty of
the time we have to do it in, that we may not consume our
days in sin and vanity, nor set our hearts so much upon this
world, as to neglect the great concerns of our souls; Liit
fet us make it our chief care to serve and please thee, and
to provide for our eternal state.

But, O Lord, we pray not for ourselves only, but for afl
christians ; especially for this church and nation : Bless the
king and all the royal family.  Bless the minister whora
thou hast set over us, and prozper his labours to the salva-
tion of our souls. Bless all our friends, and forgive all our
enemies : Convert the sinner, comfort the sick and afflicted,
and be pleased to provide for the fatherless and the wilow.

And now, O merciful Father, accept, we beseech thec,
of our most humble and hearty thanks for all thy mercics
from time to time vouchsafed to us; for the fountain of
them all, the holy Jesus, and for all the benefits of cur re-
demption, for the light of the gospel, for the comforts of
thy blessed Spirit, and the hopes of eternal glory. “We
praise thee also for the use of cur reason, for our food and
raiment, for our health and strength ; and particula: ly for
thy watchful care and good providence over us this day.
And we humbly beseech thee td coiitinue thy mercies to us,
and to take us this night into thy care and protect'n:,  De-

fend this habitation, and all about it, {rom fire, \, and
tempest; and from every sad accident.  Deli, from
the powet and malice of evil spirits, and keep . ot the
hatids of wicked men; and let us go to our | rlzfcty,
,and in peace with one another. o b
Lastly, make us, O Lord, we bescech flice, an rea
ligious hqusehold, fearing thee, and loving o.. N
and grant that we may live together such a pr, il

. v}
godly family all our davs, that when dearh chal™ T
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From coch other here on earil, we may meet again in heay.
en, «nd there dwell together in joy and happiness for ever.
mo-e,

O Lord hear us; and accept of these our prayers and prais.
es, for the sake of our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus
Carizt, who hath taught us when we pray, to say,

Cure Father, &c.

The grace of ouf Lord, &c.

A Morming Prayer for a Family.

GREAT and glorious Lord God ! ¢« the high and lofty
one, who inhabitest eternity, and dwellest in that light
which is zot to be approuched 37 we pray thee to look down
from h:aven, the habitation of thy holiness and thy glory,
up’ . us vile and sinful creatures. ¢« Have mercy upon us,
G Laord, and according to the multitude of t‘ly tender mer-
«izs biot out all our transgressions ©* And do thou keep it
for ever in the purpose and resolution of our hearts, “to
serve and fear thee for the future,-and to keep all thy com-
mandments always, that it may bc well with ‘us, and with
our children after us. We pray thee, to this end, to write
thy laws in our hearts, and to put thy fear into our inward
parts, that we may never depart from thee.

Grant us the grace of thy holy spirit to become every day
better ; to reform and amend whatsoever is amiss in the
frame and temper of our mirnds, or in the course and actions
~f ourlives; to enable us to mortify our lusts; to govern
~ou: passions, and to order our whole conversation aright;
to assist us in all that is good 5 to keep us from all evil, and
to pr‘\serve us to thy heavenly kingdom. We pray thee to
ingt rlfct'us in all the particulars of our duty, which we owe
to ther},.;;nd our nexghbour ¢« That we may herein exercise

oursel “o have consciences void of offence towards God
and “man;” that we may love thee, the Lord our
God,'y -, our hearts, with all our souls, and all otir
stren | ‘may love our neighbour as curselves ; and
whatt ould  that men should do unto us, that we
moe "€ unto them.

= grace of God, which hath appeared unto all
gy salvation, teach us, that ¢ denying ungod~
)orid}y lusts, we miay live soberly, righteously,
in this present world, waiting for the blessed
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hope, and glorious appearance of the gteat God and oug
Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and punfy unto himself
a peculiar people, zealoiss of good works.”

And we pray thee, make us sensible of our own frailty, of
the shortness and tncertainty of this life, and of the eterni-
ty of the next. * Mike us careful so to live, aé we shall wish
we had done when we come to die  Let ¢ our loins ale
tways be girded'about, and our Limps burning, and we our-
sclves like unto men that wait for their Lord.”

Extend thy goodness to the whole world : Let thy ways
be known upon earth, and thy saving health among  all na-
tions. Bless, we pray thee, our sovereign lord king
George, and all that arein authorxty under him ; that they
may be useful and serviceable to thy glory and the public
good. We 1mplore thy mercy in the behalf of our relations,
friends, and benefactors.  Forgive our enemies; and teach
us to return good for evil.

We offer unto thee our bear ity praises for all thy mercies
bestowed upon s from time t6 time 3 for muking us chris-
tians 5 for presetving us the night past, and the rest of our
lives frorh innumerable accidents and dangei. Be gracious-
ly pleased to take us, and all things belonging to us, inte
thy fatherly care and protection this day.  Let all thy loving
kindnesses have this effect upon us, to make us better, and
to lead us to repentance. And all this we beg for Jesus
Christ his sake 3 in whose blesscd name and words we cons

elude onir imperfect prayers, saying,

Qur Father, &c..

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Chyist, the love of God,
and the fellowshlp of the Holy Ghost, be with us this day,,
and evermore. Amen.

An Evening. Prayer for a Family.

O Gob, who art the giver of all good qxftq, ‘and the fa-
ther of mercies, we thine unworthy servants entirely desire
}.o praise thy name for all the expreasmns of thy bounty to-
\ha{ds us. Blessed be thy love, that gave thy Son to die for
our sins, to put iis in a way of being happy, if we would o-
bey thee ; and after, all the wilful refusal- of thy yrace, -uill
hast patience with us, and hast ad ided this one day more to
all we have niis-spent already, to see if we would finish the

2 H
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work thon hast set us to do, and fit ourselves for eternal
glory. , _ o

Pardon, good Lord, all our former sins, and all our abu-
ses of thy forbearance, for which we are now sorry at our
hearts'; and give us grace to lead more holy lives, and to be
more careful in improving all furure opportunities. Make
thyself present to our minds, and let thy love and fear rule
in our souls in all places, and upon all occasions.

Keep us chaste in al{ our thoughts ; temperate in all our

enjoymerts ; humble in all our opinions of ourselves; cha-
ritable in all our speeches of others; meek and peaceable
under all provocations 5 sincere and faithful in all our pro.
fessions ; and so just and upright in all our dealings, that
no necessity may force, no opportunity tempt, nor advan-
tage of any kind may allure us to hurt any body, by word or
deed ’ .
When thou bestowest good on others, let us not envy,
but rejoice in it 5 and when thou addest any to ourselves,
let us own thy mercy, and humbly thank thee for it. Af-
ford us convenient supplies in all our reasonable necessities,
and protect us against the approach of all dangers; make us
diligent in all our business, and give such success to our en-
deavours, as thou seest mest expedient for us. :
. Teach us contentedly to submit, and not to repine atany
thing that comes upon us by the allotment of thy wise pro-
vidence. And whilst we are in this world, and have mani-
fold concerns in it, suffer not our hearts to be too much set
upon it, but always fix our eye upon the blessed hope of
things above. And we p-ay thee, make all the things of
this werld minister to it ; making us cavcful above all things
to fit our souis for that pure and perfect bliss, which thou
hast prepared for all that love and fear thee, in the glories of
thy kingdom. _ ,

Chorge thy holy providence with us this night ; make
our sice . safe and refreshing to us.  TFit us for our great
change, that it may not suvprise us unawares: but that
having led holy lives we may be happy in our deaths, and
have comfort and well grounded hope in thee.

Extend thy Grace to all men in all places; to our sove-
reign lord king George, and to all that are in authority
under him, both in church and state ; to high and low,
r{ch aird poor 5 toall who pray forit or need it in these
kingdoms. Bless ail our friends, relations and  benefactors-



Forgive all onr enemies, give them hearts to fear thee, andi
%0 be reconciled to ws.  Sunply us and all others, with what-
soever thou seest proper for us, for Christ his sake : In whose
blessed name and words we still recommend ourselves unto
thee, saying, S ’

Our Father, &c.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us this night,
and evermore, Amen. ‘ '

FORMS OF PRAYER TO BE USED IN FAMILIES,.

Prom the Book of Common Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal Church
" in the United States.

Morning  Prayer,

Tur Master or Mistress having called together as many of the family
asca convenieatly be present ; let one of them, or any other whom they
shall chink proper, say as follows, all kneeling: ’

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name g
thy kingdom come 3 thy will bz done on earth, as it in heave-
en: Give us this déy our:daily bread ; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agninst us;
and lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil :
Tor thine is the kingdom, and’ the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever.  Amen. ‘

AryvicuTy and everlasting God, in Acknowledgment of
whom we live and move :nd have our f;;’g:tl':fcis’*p‘ﬁg‘[’fy‘
beinis ;. we, thy needy creatures, render thro’ che night pass.
thee our humble praises, for thy preserva-
tlon of us from the beginning of our
Tives to this day, and especially for having
delivered us from the dangers of the past
night. * To thy watchful' providence we
owe it, *(that no disturbance hath come * When distarbances
nigh us or our dwelling ; but, t'hat we are ?.;f ??Yigslgfldbfg}l,-?
brought in safety to the beginning of this aa;‘, ot oo b
day.) For these thy mercies, we bless ding our dangers, wa
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are brought in safety and magnify thy glorious name ; humbly
?l)n ;32 beginnisg of beseeching thee to accept this our morn-
s €Y ing sacrifiice of praise and thanksgiving ;
for his sake who lay down in the grave, and
vose again for us, thy Son our Saviour Je-
sus Christ. Amen. ‘

Dedication of soll  AND, since it is of thy mercy, O gra-
and body to’ God’s cioyg Father, that another day is added to
gervice, with. a reso- . - .

{ution to be growing OUT lives 3 we here dedicate both our souls

daily in goodness.  and our bodies to thee and thy service, in
a sober, righteous, and godly life: In
which resolution, do” thou, O merciful
God, confirm and strengthen us ; that, as
we grow in age, we may grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesug Christ. Amen. =~

Ry

Prayer for grace  Byr, O God, who knowest the weak-
to enable usto peér- > - LG Weak-
form that resolution. NESs and corruption of our nature, and the
T manifold “temptations which we daily
© meet with ; we hqmbly beseech thee to have compaiss'ioxi
on our infirmities, and to give us the constant assistance of
thy Holy Spirit ; that we may be effectually restrained from
sin, and excit:d to our duty. Imprint upor our hearts
such a dread of thy judgments, and such a grateful sense of
thy goodness to us, as muy make us both afraid and ashamed
to offend thee. And, above all, keep in our minds 2 lively
remembrance of that great day, in which we must give a
strict account of our thoughts, words, and actions; and
according to the works done in the body, be eternally e~
warded or punished, by him whom thou hast appointed the
Judge of quick and dead, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For grace to guide  In particular, we impl :
and keep us the fol- P ular, we implore thy grace.

lowing day, and for 214 protection for the ensuing day. Keep.
God’s blessing on the US temperate in our meats and drinks, and
business of the same. diligent in our several callings, Grant
us patience’ under any afflictions thou,
shalt see fit to lay on us, and minds al-
ways contented with our present condi-
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tion. Give us grace to be just and ups
right in all our dealings; quiet and peace-
able; full of compas<ion; and ready to
do good to all men, according to our abi-
lities and opportunities. Direct us in all
our ways *(and prosper the works of our
hands in the business of our severa] sta-
tions.) Defend us from all dangers and
adversities ; and be graciously pleased to
take us and all things belonging to us un-
der thy Fatherly care and protection.
These things, and whatever else thou
shalt sce necessary and conyenient to us,
we humbiy beg, through the merits and
mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord and Saviour. Amen

. *On Sunday Morq.
ing instead of this,
say, and let thy Holy
Spirit accompany us-
to the place of thy
public worship, mak-
ing us serious and at-
tentive, and ralving
our minds from the
thoughts of this world
to the consideration of
the next, that we may
fervently join in the
prayers and praises of
thy Church,and listen
to our duty with hon-
est hearts, in order to
practise it.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be
more.  dmen. . :

FEwvening Prayer.

with us all ever-

Tur family being together, a little before bed time, let the Master of
Mistress OF any other whom they shall think proper, say as follows, all

knecling.

Ovunr Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on earth, asitisin
hcaven : Give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass again:t us;
and lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil :

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
ever and ever, Amen. '

Most merciful God, who art of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity, and hast
promised forgiveness to all those who con
fess and forsake theirsins; we come be-
fore thee in an humble seuse of our own
unworthiness, acknowledging cur mani-
fold transgressions of thy righteous laws.*
But, O gracious Futher, who dusirest not
the death of a sinner, look upon us, we

beseech thee, in mercy, and forgive us all

and the glory, for

Confession of sins,
with a prayer for con-
trition and pardon.

*Here, let the one
who reads make z
short pzuse, that eve
ery vne may sceretly
confrss the sins and
failings of that day



254

R :
gur transgressions, Make us deeply sen.
sible of the great evil of them: and work:
in us a hearty contrition ; that we may ob.”
tain forgiveness at thy hands, who artev-
er ready to receive humble and penitent
sinners ; for the sake of thy Son Jesus-
Christ, our only Saviour and Redcemcr
Amen.

Prayer for grace  AND lest, through our own frailty, or
fo reform 4nd g1OW the temptations which encompass us, we
. be drawn again into sin, vouchsafe, us,

‘ we beseech thee, the direction and assis .

- tance of thy Holy Spirit. Reform whatever is amxss in the
temper and disposition of our souls; that mo. unclean
thoughts, unlawful designs, or inordinate desires, may rest
there.  Purge our hearts from envy, hatred, and maice
that we may never suffer the sun to go down upon our
wrath ; but may always go to our rest in peace, charity, and
good-will, with a conscience void of offence towards thee
and towards men : That so, we may be preserved pure and
blameless, unto the coming of our Lord and Sanour ]esus’

Christ,  Amen,

Axp aceept, O Lord, our intercessions for
all maokind. Let the hght of thy gospel
shine upon all nations ; and may as many as have received’
it, live as becomes it.  Be gracious unto thy ehurch ; and
grant that every member of the same, in his vocation and
ministry, may serve thee faithfully.  Bless all in authority
over us 3 and so rule their hearts and strengthen their hands,
rhat they may pumsh wickedness and yice, and maintain thy
riue religion and virtue.  Send down thy blessings tempo-
rzl and spiritual, upon all our relations, friends and neigh-
bours.. Reward all who have done us any good, and par-
don all those whe have done or wish us evil, and give
them repentance and better minds. Bé mermful 10 all who
are many trouble ; and do thou, the God of plty, administer
to them according to their several necessities, for his sake

who went about doing good, thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ. . dmen.

The intercession.
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To our prayers, O Lord, we join our un«
feigned thanks for all thy mercies; for our
being, our reason, and all other endowments and faculties
of souland body; for our health, friends, food, and rai-
ment, and all the other comforts and conveniences of life,
Above all we adore thy mercy in sending thy only Scn into
the world to redeem us from sin and eternal death, and in
giving us the knowledge and sense of our duty towards thee.
‘We bless thee for thy patience with us, notwithstanding
our many and great provications ; for all the directions, as- .
sistances, and comforts of thy Holy Spirit ; for thy continu-
al ‘care and watchful providence over us thtough the whole
. course of our lives; and particularly for the mercies and
benefits of the past day ; Beseeching thee to continue these
thy blessings to us; and to give us grace to show our thank-
fulness in a sincere obedience to his laws through whose
merits and intercession we received them all, thy Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen,

The thanksg}vin‘g'-

‘ In particular we besc?ech thee to coptin- Prayer for God's
e thy gracious protection to us this nights protection through
Defend us from all dangers and mischiefs, the night follows
and from the fear of them; that we may "%

enjoy such refreshing sleep as may fit us for the duties of
the following duy. Make us ever mindful of the time when
we shall lie down in the dust; and grant us grace always
to live in such a state, that we may never be afraid to dic :
So that living and dying we may be thine, through the mer-
its and satisfaction of thy Son Christ Jesus, in whose name
we offer our imperfect prayers.  Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever-
more. Amen.

On Sundays and on other days, when it may be convenient, ig w:'lyl be
proper to begin with a chapter, or part of a chapter from the New Yes-
tament.

»
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PRAYERS FOR PERSONS IN PRIVATE

A Preparatory Prayer |

Biessed Lord | who hast commanded, and invited us to
: "'przy unto thee, O let thy Spirit help my infirmities ; and d¢
thou so dispose my mind, and prepare my heart; that my
prayers and praises may be acceptable in thy sight, through
the mediation, and for the sake of Jesus Chiist.  Amen.

A Prayer foir Sunday Morning:

O Gop, who art the giver of all good gifts, and the fa.
ther of mercies, I thine unworthy servant adore thy gloria
ous majesty, for those marvelous instances of thy love, which
thou hast in all ages shewn to the sons of men: Inall thy
dealings and dispensations towards us thou hast manifested
thyself to be a most kind and compassionate Father ;- thou
hast provided for the comfort and support of our bodies;
and shewn a most tender care and concern for the welfare
and happiness of our immortal souls ¢ In great mercy to
them, thou didst appoint one day in seven for thy more pecul-
far worship and service, that so by a frequent and religious
observance of the christian Babbath on earth, we might be
better fitted and prepared to celebrate that eternal Sabbath of
evetlasting test, which thou hast reserved fcr us hereafter

For this, O Lord, ~rud all the other testimonies of thy love;
which thou bast shewn to ime, and all mankind, I desire
with an humble and thankfu) heatt to bless and praise thy
holy name 3 and more especially for thui inexpressible in-
stance of thy love, the sending thy Son Cheist Jesus inté
the world, to be the propitiation for our sins. )

I bless thee, O Lotd, for thy great gondricss ifi preserv- -
ing me the night past from all perils aud dangers, and bring-
ing me in health and safety to the beginmuog of this holy day:

O my God, give me grace to make a right ase and ime
“provement of this and all other opportunities thou art pleas
ed to put into my hands ; pardon, I reost humbly beseech
thee, my unprofitableness under the moans of grace; and;
Q mer(‘:lful Father, let not my :ins provoke. thee so far, a
to deprive me of the helps and advantages of thy divine in-
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stitutions 3 but grant, O Lord, that I may spend this and
all other times set apart for thy'more immediate service, in
such a holy and religious manmner; as may promote thy hon-
our and glory, and set forward the salvation of my soul:
And that I may be enabled so to do, O Iet thy grace and
Holy Spirit bz always present with me, for of myself I am
not able to please thee.

Give me awful thoughts of thy divine majesty, aid such
an humble serious and devout frame of mind, that when I
attend upon the publick service of thy church no vain or
tumultuous thoughts may distract my devotions, nor any
duluess or weariness seize upoti my spirits ; but from atrue
sensc of my own unworthinzss, and of my entire depen-
dence upon thee, for the supply of all my wants, I may
pray unto thee, and praise thee voith most devout and hear-
ty affections, and may offer unto thee a lively sacrifice, holy
and acceptable in thy sight.

Suffer e not, O merciful Father, to rest in a mere out-
ward form of golliness: but grant, that I may endeavour
more and more to have my heart animated and enlivened
with the spirit and power of religion, and to become a true
disciple of the blessed Jesus; by umitating his example ; ob-
serving his precepts ; and making it the constant and prin-
cipal care and concern of my life, to promote thy honour,
and my own and others salvation.

Let thy good spirit, O Lord, be powerfully assisting to
the Jabours and c¢ndcavours of those, to whom thou hast
committed the cure of souls, particularly of him, under
whose ministry thy providencc has placed me.

Give thy blessing to thy holy woud preached, and remove
from me, and all that attend thy holy ordinances, all preju-
dices and indispositions of mind, thet nothing may ninder
its due and saving eflicacy upon our souls. Give us that
humble and tea-hable spirit, which becomes them that
would learn of thee ; and O let every good in:truction that
shall this day be given us, sink decp into our hearts, and
bring forth in us the fruits of a holy and rsligious life, that
we may not be hearers of thy word only, but doers also,
lest we deceive our own souls.

Be with me, O Lord, this day, in all places, and upon
all occasions : Dircct and guid= me, sanciify and preseive
me. Keep me both cutwardly 1 my body and inwerdly in
my soul.  D+fond me from the power and malice of the

’ “1 ‘
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devil, from the corruptions of my own sinful nature, and
form those sins especially that do most easily beset and en-
snare me.  Free my mind from the disturbances of passion
and anger, and all perplexing thoughts and cares; and so
strengthen it by thy grace and Holy Spirit, that nothing
may hinder or discompose me in my duty, or render me un-
fit for'thy service, Let me no ways profane this thy hely
day, either in thought, word, or deed; but give me grace
to spend it in such a holy and religious manner, that every
“day of my life may be the better forit; and when I come
to the conclusion of this day, I may look back with joyand
comfort, in an humble hope of thy divine acceptance,
through the meérits and mediation of my dear Redeemer,
Jesus Christ the righteous.  dmen.
Our Father, &ec.

The master or mistress of a family may very properly add chi short prayer.

Maxe me duly mindful, O Lord, of all those who are
under my care; and grant that none of my family may,
through any neglect of mine, be ever wanting in their du-
ty towards thee. Let the care of myown soul be exten-
ded likewise to a concern for theirs; and give me such a
zeal for thy glory, such a true regard for the salvation of
others, that I may endeavonr (as much as in mé lies) to
promote religion and piety in all about me.  Convince me
truly, O Lord, how much it is my duty, as well as interest,
that I and my house should serve thee; that we should dai-
Iy offer up our united prayers and praises at the throne of
grace, and especially upon this day set apart more particlar-
Iy for thy service. Be in the midst of us, O Lord, when
we assemble ourselves'together ; send thy blessing upon all
our religious duties ; and grant that not only the form, but
the power of true religion, may be visible among us, to our
great comfort in this world, and our eternal happiness in
that which is to come.  Grant this, O merciful Father, for
Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate  Amen.

A Prayer for Sunday Noon or any intermediale
: . time of the Day.

© Gop ! who art rich in mercy to all that call upon
thee; and hast bid us pray without ceasing, and rejeice
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evermore : In obedience to that command, and encouraged
by thy gracious promises, I again apprdach thy presence;
to renew my requests unto thee ; to bless thy holy name ;
to make profession of my love to thée; and of my readi-
ness in all things to obey thee. Quicken my affections, Q.
Lord, that I may be excited toa more free and joyful atten-
dance upon thee in all boly and religious duties ; that no
dulness nor weariness may seizc upon my spirits 5 butsuch
a perfect love to thee may possess my heart, as may render
all the employments of religion pleasant and delightful to
me, and the doing thy will my great joy and satisfaction.

Pardon, O Lord, I humbly beseech thee, all my indispo-
sitions 5 accept my impertect scrvices 3 and grant that my
attendance upon- the publick service of the church, may dis-
pose me to be more circumspect and watchful in the whole
course of my life ;5 more diligent and industrious in thy ser-
vice, and more-forward and zealous in the performance of
every part of my duty ; that being led by thy counsel, gov-
erncd by thy Spirit, and preserved by thy gracious provi-
dence, I may at last be admitted iqto the company of the
biussed 3 there to perfect my praises and acknowledgements,
and to receive the reward of patient continuance in ‘well«
doing, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.

. A Morning Prayer for a Person in Privale.
(From Mr, Nelson,)

ArLmMicHTY and eternal God, who hast created me after
thine own image and likeness; who hast made me capable
of loving thee and enjoying thee eternally ; I adore thee
with all humility as my sovereign Lord ; give me, I beseech
thee, such a sense of thy infinite goodness, as to return un-
to thee all possible love and obedience.

O my God, upon whom all things depend, T acknowl-
edge that I have nothing but what is the effect of thy boun-
ty ; bless the Lord, O my soul, and declare his loving kind-
ness to all generations. I humbly and heartily thank thee,
for all the graces and favours thou hast bestowed upon me ;
for n?mking me a rational creature, and for securing my pres-
ervation by the constant effects of thy providence; for re-
deeming me by the death of thy Son, and for providing the
gracc of thy Holy Spirit to sanctify my corrupt nature ; for
bringing me to the kno vicage of the christian religion ; for
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biessing me wlith plentiful means of salvation, and for pre-
paring a glorious inheritance for those that love thee, and
keep thy commandments ; for the many temporal blessings
thou hast conferred on me; for repairing the infirmities of
my frail body with comfortable sleep ; for the preservation
of me this night, and the rest of my life, and from innume.
rable accidents and dangsrs. O may Ialways delight to praise
and glorify thy holy name, and above all the benefits to love
thee, my great benefactor. 3

O Father of mercies, shut not up thy bowels of compas-
sion towards me, a vile and ‘miserable sinner.  Degpise not
the work of thine own hands, the purchase of myegaviour’s
blood. I most humbly implore the pardon and forgiveness
of all my sins, whether of omissien or commission, for the
sake of Jesus Christ thy only Son our Lord. = I am heartily
sorry that I have offended thee; I detest my sins, because
they are displeasing to thee, who art infinite goodness; |
am resolved by the assistance of thy grace, to. return no
more to folly, to avoid all occasions of evil, and to live bet.
ter for the time ta come, :

1 dedicate to thee, O Lord, my body and soul, and all that
Tam; and because through the weakness of my mortal
nature, I can do no good thing without thee, grant thatall
I shall do or suffer this day, by the help of thy grace, may
tend to thy glory, and the salvation of my own soul.

Enlighten my mind with a true and thorough knowledge -
of my duty, and enable me by thy Holy Spirit to performit |
with care and diligence.  Make me sensible of my own
vileness and corruption, and let me never want thy gracious
assistance to correct and reformit. - Let me frame a right
judgment concerning the vanity and emptiness of all tran-
sitory enjoyments, that they may never prevail upon me to
transgress thy holy laws ; . but that by the contempt of them,
I may fix my heart upon those pleasures which are at thy
right hand for evermore. And grant that all the afflictions
of this life, which thou in thy wise providence shalt think
fit to lay upon me, may turn to my spiritual profit and ad-
vantage ; that I may bear them with patience and submis-
sion to thy holy will, and thercby jearn greater gratitude to
thy goodness for the mercies I enjoy. Let no anxious
or solicitous cares ever disorder or distract my mind, but
- et me trust in thy providence to bless my honest diligence ;
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place me ; grant that I may honestly and diiigently discharge
the duties of my calling ; and without anxiety deperd upon
thy blessing for the success of my lawful endeavours. That
however contemptible my profession may be in the eyes of
some men, my fidelity and industry may be acceptable in
thy sight; that they may bring me in return a convenient
subsistence for my family in this life ; and in the next, the
reward thou hast promised to all those that truly love and
fear thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen,

An Lvening Prayer for a Person in Private.

‘MosT great and glorious Lord God; I desire to pros-
trate mysclf with all humility before thy divine majesty,
under a deep sense of my own unworthiness. 'With shame
and sorrow, and confusion of face, I confess and ackrowl-
edge thy infinite mercy and goodness to me, and my own
vileness and ingratitude to thee, I have, O Lord, abused
thy gifts and blessings, despised thy goodness, neglzcted thy
service, prefcrred my passions and other creaturcs, before
my duty and thy commands. I have neither believed in thee,
O my God, nor obeyed thee, nor loved thee us Lought, and as
I solemnly vowed I would. O Lord God, most gracious and
reconcileable, pity and pardon me. I lament, O Lord, my
detestable impicty, for having so long, aid so often, and sc
obstinately offended thee. I confess and will forsake my
wickedness, and am sorry for my sins. 1t grieves me, O
most amiable goodness, it grieves me that ever I offendad
thee. \Vith all my heart, O my God, do I now renew the
sacred vow, which, alas | T have so often violated. T ute
terly renounce, O Lord, all things that may any way dis-
please thee 5 from them all let it be thy good pleasure to de-
liver me. Iknow, Lord, I cannot love thee, but I must hate
evil ; and therefore I renounce and detest it.  Turn theu
me, O Lord God, and so shall I be turned ; turn the whole
system of my affuctions from sensual love to the love of thee.
O my God, let thy heavenly love be the constant bias of my
soul : O may it be the natural spring aad weight of my
heart, that i may always move towards thee.  Father, I
have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no
morc¢ worthy to be called thy son; but I rcturn with the
prodigal. O let thy paternul bowels yearn over me, and
‘or Jesus Christ his sake, graciously roceive me.  Liord, zc-
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eept of my imperfect vepentance, and send thy spirit of
adoption into my heart, to instil true filial affections, thatI
may again be owned by thee for thy child, and call thee fa-
ther, and share in the blessings of thy children, and at last
become an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.

O'my God, fill my soul with so entire reverential a love
of thee, that I may love nothing but for thy sake, orin sub-
ordination to thy love. Give me grace to study thy knowl-
edge, that the more I know thee, the more I may love thee.
Creite in me a sincere obedience to all thy commands, a sub-
missive patience under all thy chastisements, and an absoluie
resignation unto all thy disposals.

Make rae, O Lord, so tender of thy horiour, that I may
shew 2 due regard to all the parts of thy worship; that]
tnay always enter thy house with recollected thoughts, com-
posed behaviour, becoming reverence, and sincere intentions
of love; that I may hear thy word with a serious attention
and inflameable heart, and a particular application ; that I
may frequent the public prayers, and approach thy table
with fervent and heavenly affections, and with holy impe-
tience for the blessings of thy love.  Give me grace, for
thy dearest sake, to pay a suitable veneration to all’ sacred
persons, or places, or things, which are thine by solemn
dedication, and separated for the uses of divine love, and
the communications of thy grace, or which may promote
the decency and order of thy worship, or the edification of
faithful people. ‘

May I ever, O Lord, have awful thoughts of thee ; may
¥ never mention thy venerable name, unless on solemn, just,
and devout occastons 5 may I never mention it on those oc-
casions without acts of love and adoration. O let it be the
great business of my life, to love and glorify thy holy name
by ali the possible ways I can; by my mouth, by my con-
versation, by my public confession of thee before men, even
to death, whenever thou art pleased to call me toit; by
engaging all I can to glorify and love thee.  Tix in my mind
an habitual pure intention of thy glory in all my actions, .
that whether I cat or drinik, ot whatever I do, I may do all
to the glory of thee, my God.

O Lord, let thy unweaiisd and tender love to me, make
my love unwearied and tcnd;e‘r\»to my neighbour, and zeal-
©us to procure, promote, and preserve his health and safety,
happiness and life 3 and ready to succour and relieve, to
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comfort and rescue, and pray for all, whom thy love, or
their own necessitics or mixeries, recommend to my charity.
Make me peaceful and reconcileable; always ready to return
good for evil, to repay injuries with kindness, and easy to
forgive ; unléssin those instances, where the impunity of
the criminal would be injustice and cruelty to the public.
-Make me like thy own self, all meekness and benignivn, all
goodness and sweetness, all gentleness and long-suffering.
And, O thou lover of souls, let thy love raise in me a com-
passionate zeal to save the life, the eternal life of souls, and
by fratern.:l, and affectionate, and seasonable advice, or ex-
hortation, or reproof, to reclaim the wicked, to win them
to love thee.

Create in me, O Lord, a perfect abhorrence of all impu-
rity, that I may purify myself, as thou, Lord, art pure. I
know, O Lord, that I can never be partaker of the divine
nature, unless I escape the pollution that is in the world
through lust. O do thou therefore cleanse me from all fil-
tiiness of flesh and spirit, that 1 may perfect holinesss in
thy fear. Give me grace to possess my vessel in sanctifica-
tion and. honour, and to keep thy temple holy, that thy spirit
may always there inhabit. ~ Give me grace, O Lord, to fly
all incitements, opportunities or instruments of defiling ei-
ther my ncizhbour or mys.lf ; to beat down my body, and
bring it into subjection. Let me live ever watching or
praying, or profitably employed, that I may leave no room,
if possible, for any unclean spirit to enter into my soul,
and tempt me.

Lord, make me contented and thankful, and well pleased
with that portion thy wise providence has allotted mz in this
world, and to acquiesce in thy choice as best for me. O let
the world never more have place in my heart ; all my af-
fections I withdraw from that, to fix on thee.

Be pleased, O Lord, to take me into thy protection this
night, and defend me from all the dangers of it. Rt_efresh
my body with such comfortable rest and sleep, that in the
morning with my renewed vigour. I may be the better dis-
posed to do thee all faithful service. Let not evil spirits or
evil men approach to hurt me; let me lie down with holy
thoughts of thee; and when I awake, let me siill be with
thee.

2K
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4dd thils Paragraph on Sunday in the Evening.

«« Parpoy, O Lord, all those imperfections that have ac-
companied me this day, in my attendance in t_hy house ; for-
give the deadness and dulness of my aﬂ’e‘ctlons, the wan.
derings of my thoughts, and the distractions of my mind.
Sanctafy to me all those means of grace, which by thy boun-
ty I have this day been partaker of ; and help me, in the
week following, t: live according to my profession and my
prayers, according to the instructions and exhortatioris wh}ch
I have received out of thy holy word ; that my conversation
may be as becometh the gospel of Christ.  Let me not abuse
these means by resting in them, but let them bring forth the
peaceable fruits of righteousness.”

Shew mercy, O Lord, to the whole world.  Let the gos
pel of thy son run, and be glorified throughout all the earth s
let it be made known to heathens and infidels ; and let itbe
obeyed by all that are callgd christians. Be merciful to this
nation wherein we live; grant that we may be so humbled and
reformed, that we may be parjoned and spared.  Multiply
thy blessings upon our rulers; and make them signal in-
struments of thy glory, and of the public good. Be gracious
to all those that minister in holy things, that they may dili-
gently watch over those souls committed to their care, in-
structing them in saving knowledge, and guiding them by
their own examples, praying for them, and blessing them,
exercising spiritual discipline in thy church, and rightly and
duly administering thy holy sacraments.  Visit in mercy all
the children of affliction ; relieve all their particular neces-
sities of body and mind, and lighten all their burdens ; give
them patience and submission to thy blessed will, and in thy
due time deliver them from all their troubles. Bless all my
friends and relations 3 let them first :eek the kingdom of
God and its righteousness, and then Iet all other things be.
added unto them, :

Adored be thy goodness, O Lord, for those mercies, both
temporal and epiritual, which thou from time to time hast

“bestowed upon me; that thou hast supported my body with
the good things of this life, and that thou hast prepa:ed for
my soul the happiness of the next; particularly. I desire to”
offer to thee my humble and hearty thanks for the preser-
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vation of me the day past from innumerable accidents and
dangers. . If Thave escaped any sin, it is the effect of thy
restraining grace 3 if I have avoided any danger, it was thy
band directed me, and to thy holy name for both be given
all glory and praise.  Let the sense of all thy blessings have
this effect upon me, to make me better, and to lead me to
repentance,  And all this I'beg for Jesus Christ’s sake ;
i whose blessed name and words I continne to pray, saying,
Our Father, &c. '
‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &e,

————— —————

FORMS OF DAILY DEVOTION.

(From Bishop Taylor.)

A form of Prayer for the Morning.

1n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Haly
Ghost—
Our Father, &c.

I. MosT glorious and eternal God, Father of mercy and
God of all comfort, I worship and adore thee with the
lowest humility of my soul and b.dy, and give thee =l
thanks and praise for thy infinite and eternal glories and
perfections 5 and for the continual demeonstration of th
mercies upon me, upon all mine, and upon the holy catholic
church., '

IL. I acknowLEDGE, O God, that T have deserved thy
wrath and indignation.  But thy mercy triumphing over
thy justice and my sins, thou hast still continued to me life
and time of . repentance ; thou hast opened to me the gates
of grace and mercy 3 and perpetually called upon me to en-
ter in, and to walk in the paths of a holy life, that I might
glorify thee, and be glorified by thee eternally.

1. Benoup, O God, for this thy great and unspeakable
goodness, for the preservation of me this night, and for all
thy graces and blessin_s, [ offer up my soul and body, all
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that [ am, and all that I have, as a sacrifice to thee and thy
service 5 humbly begging of thee to pardon all my sins, to
defend me from all.evil, to lead me into all good; and let
my portion be amongst thy redeemed ones in the gathering
together of the saints, in the kingdom of grace and glory,

IV. Guwe me, O Lord, inall the changes and varieties
of the world 5 thatin all things that shall happen, 1 may
have an evenness and tranquility of spirit ; that my soul may
be wholly resigned to thy divine will and pleasure 3 never
murmuring at thy gentle chastisements and fatherly correc.
tion, never waxing proud and insolent, though I feel a tor-
rent of comforts and prosperous successes.

V. Fix my thoughts, my hopes and my desires upon
heaven and heavenly things ; teach me to despise the world,
to repent me deeply for my sins ; give me holy purposes of
amendment, and divine strength and assistance to perform
faithfully whatsoever I shall intend piously. Enrich my un-
derstanding with an internal treasure of divine truth, thatl
may know thy will, and thou who workest in us to will and
to do of thy good pleasure, teach me to obey all thy com-
mandments, to believe all thy revelations, and make me par-
taker of thy gracious promises. (

VI. Teach me to watch over all my ways, that'1 may
never be surprised by sudden temptations, or a caveless
spirit, nor ever return to folly and vanity. Set a watch, O
Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, that
I offend not in my tongue neither against piety nor charity.
Teach me to think of nothing but thee, and what is in order
to thy glory and service ; to speak of nothing but thee and
thy glories 5 and to do nothing but what becomes thy ser-
vant, whom thy infinite mercy, by the graces of thy Holy-
Spirit, hath sealed up to the day of redemption.

i

VII. LeT all my passions and affections be so mortified
and brought under the dominion of grace, that I may never
by deliberation and purpose, nor yet by levity, rashness or
inconsideration, offend thy divine maj: sty.  Make me such
as thou wouldst have me to be: strengthen my faith, con-
firm my hope, and give me a daily increase of charity 5 that
this day and ever X may serve thee according o all ‘my op-
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portunities and capacities, growing from grace to grace ; till
at last by thy mercies I shall receive the consummation and
perfection of grace, even the glories of thy kingdom in the
full fruition of the face and excellencies of God the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; to whom be glory and praise,
honour and adoration given by all angels, and all men, and ali
creatures, now and to all eternity.  Amen.

Afier which conelude with this Ejacufation.

Now in all tribulation and anguish of spirir, in il dan-
gers of soul and body, in prosperity and adversity, in the
hour of death and the day of judgment, holy and most bless-
ed Saviour, Jesus, have mercy upon me, save me and deliv-
er me, Amen

A form of Prayer jor Noon.

I O ererrnaL God, merciful and gracious, vouchsafe thy
favour and thy blessing to thy servant : let the love of thy
ricreics and the dread and fear of thy majesty, make me
carefu] and inquisitive to search thy will, and diligently.to
perform it, and to persevere in the pracices of a holy life,
even till the Last of my days.

II. Keer me, O Lord, for T am thine by creation 3 guide
me, for Lam thive by purchases then hast redecned me by
the blood of thy Son, and loved me with the love of a fa-
ther ; for Iam thy child by adoption and grace.  Let thy
mercy pardon my sins, thy providence sccure me from the
punishments and evils T have deserved, and thy care watch
over me, that I may never any more offend thee. Muke memn
maiice to be a child ; but in understanding, piety, and the
foar of God, let me be a perfect man in Christ, innocent
and prudent, readily furnished and instructed to every good
work.

III. Keep me, O Lord, from the destroying angel, and
from the wrath of God.  Let thy anger never rise against
me ; but thy'rod gently correct my follies, and g}ligie mein
thy ways; and thy staff support ree in all suilermgs and
changes. Keep all my senses cutire till the diy of my
death 5 and let my death be neither sudden, untimely, nor
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unprovided 3 let it be after the common manner of men,
having in it nothing extraordinary, but an extraordinary
piety; and the manifestations of thy great and miraculous.
mercy.

IV, LEeT noriches make me ever forget myself, no poverty
ever make me forget thee. Let no hope or fear, no pleas-
ure or pain, ne accident without, no weakness within, hin-
der or discompose my duty, or turn me from the ways of
thy commandments. O let thy Spirit dwell with me for
ever, and make my soul just and charitable, full of honesty,
full of religion, resolute and constant in holy purpeses,
but inflexible to evil.  Make me humble and obedient, peace-
able and pious. Let me never envy any man’s good, nor
deserve to be despised myself 3 and if I be, teach me to
bear it with meekness and charity.

V. Give me a tgnder conscience 3 a conversation discreet
and affable, modest and patient, liberal and obliging; a
body chaste and healthful ; competency of living according
to my condition ; contentedness in all estates ; a resigned
will and mortified affections : that I may be as thou wouldst
have me, and that my portion may be in the It of the
righteous, in the brightness of thy countenance, and the
glories of eternity. 4men.

Hovry is our God. Holy is the Almighty. Holy is the
Immortal.  Holy, hely, holy, Lord God of Hosts, have
mercy upon me. i ‘

QOur Father, &c.

A form of Prayer for Evening.

O eTERNAL God, great Father of men and angels, who
hast established the heavens and the earth in a wonderful
order, making day and night to succeed each other ; I make
my bumble address to thy divine majesty, begging of thee
mercy and protection this night and ever. O Lord, pardon
all my sins, my light and rash words, the vanity and impie~
ty of my thoughts, my unjust and uncharitable actions, and
whatsoever sins I have committed against thee this day, or
any time before. Bebold, O God, my soul is troubled in
the remembrance of my sins, in the frailty and sinfulness
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of my flesh exposed to every temptation, and of itself not
ablc to vesist any.  Lerd God of mercy, I earnestly beg of
thee to give me a great portion of thy grace, such as may
be sufficient and effectual for the mortification of all my
sins, and vanities, and disorders : that as I have formerly
served my lust and unworthy desires, so now I may give my-
self up wholly to thy service and the study of a holy life.

II. BLessep Lord, teach me frequently and sadly to re-
member my sins 3 and be thou pleased for Jesus my Re-
deemer’s sake to remember them no more.  Let me never
forget thy mercies, and do thou still remember to do me
good. 'Teach me to walk always as in thy presence. En-
noble my soul with great degrees of love to thee ; and im-
press on my spirit a great fear, and veneration of thy holy
name and laws ; that it may become the great employment
of my whole life to serve thee, to advance thy glory, to root.
out all the habits of sin, that in holiness of life, ir humility,
in charity, in chastity, and all the ornaments of grace, I
may by patience wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus.

Amen.

III. TeacH me, O Lord, to number my days that I may
apply my huart unto wisdom; ever to remember my last
end, that I may not dare to sin against thce.  Let thy holy
angels be ever present with me to keep nie in all my ways
from the malice and violence cf the spirits of darkness,
from evil company, and the occasions and opportunities of
evil, from all the ways of sinful shame, from the kands of
all mine enemies, from a sinful life, and from despair in
the hour of my death. Then, O blessed Jesus, shine glori~
ously upon me ; let thy mercies and the light of thy coun-
tenance sustain me in my agonies, weaknesses and tempta-
tions ; give me opportunity cf a prudent and epiritual guide,
and of receiving the holy sacrament, and lct thy loving
Spirit so guide me in the ways of peace and sufety, that with
the testimony of a good con:cience and the sense of thy
mereies and grace, ¥ may depart this life in the unity of the
church, in the love of God, and a certain hope of salvaion
through thee my Lord and blussed Saviour.  dmen.

IV. Into thy hands, most blessed Jesus, I commend my
goul and body, tor thow hast redecmed both with thy most
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precious blood. - So bless and sanctify my sleep unto me,
that it may be temperate, holy and safe, a refreshment to
my wearied body, toenable it so to serve my soul, that both
may serve thee with a never-failing duty. O let me never
sleep in sin or death eternal, but give me a watchfulland pru~
dent spirit, that T may omit no opportunity of serving thee;
that whether I sleep or wake, live or die, I may be thy
servant and thy child ; that when the work of my life is
done, I may rest in the bosom of my Lord ; till by the voice
of the archangel, the trump of God, I shall be awakened
and called to sit down and feast at the eternal supper of the
Lamb. Grant this, O Lamb of God, for the honour of
thy mercies, and the glory of ‘thy name, O most merciful
Saviour and Redeemer Jesus. Amen. : T

Qur Father, &c.

Psalmy exxi. 1. &c. T will ift up mine eyes unto the
hills from. whence cometh my help. .

My help cometh of the Lord which made heaven and
earth.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : he that keep-
eth thee will not slumber. - :

Behold he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep.

The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shade upon thy
right hand. o

‘The sun shall not smite thee by day, neither the moon by
night. . o

‘The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; he shall pre-
serve thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
in, from this time forth for evermore: '

Glory be to the Father, &ec.
To your Evening Devotions add the following Act of Intercession,

O Gop of infinite mercy, who hast compassion on 2li
men, and relievest the necessities of all that call to thee for
help ; hear the prayers of thy servant, who is unworthy to
ask any petition for himself,” vet in humility and duty, is
bound to pray for others.

O let thy mercy descend upon the whole church ; pre-
serve her in truth and peace, in unity and safety ; that offer-
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ing to thy gloiy the never-ceasing sacrifice of prayer and
thanksgiving, sic may advance the honour of her Lord, and
be filled with his spirit, and partake of his glory.  Amen.

Bless all christian ralers, and grant them grace, wisdom,
and undefstanding, to execute justice, and to maintain
truth,  Amen:

Bless those who minister in holy things, Clothe them .
with salvation, that the people may rejoices  Amen.

Letall my family and kindred, my neighbours and friends,
reccive the benefit of miy prayers, and the blessings of thy
favour; the comforts and supports of thy providence, and
the sanctification of thy Spirit.  Amen.

Relizve and cotifort all the perseciited and afflicted ;
speak peace to troubled consciences 3 strengthen the weak ;
eoniirmt tlie strong ; instruct the ignorant § deliver the op-
pressed from him that spoileth him; and felieve the needy
that hath no helper; and bring usall, by the waters of com-
fort, and in the ways of righteousness, to the kingdom of
rest and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.

T¢ your Devstions on Sunday add the following.
(¥rom Bishop Andrews.)

Tarovcn the tender mercy of our God, the déy Spring
from on high hath visited us.

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for that light which no
darkness ever overspreads, that sun which never goes down.

O thou who, on this day; didst tise again, raise up my
soul to newness of life 4 grant me repentance from dead
works, and plant me in the likeness of thy resurrection.

Anid thou, O Father and God of peace, whodidst bring
2gain from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cov-
enant ; make me perfect in every good work to do thy will,
veorking in me that which is well pleasing in thy sight,
through Jesus Christ.

O thou, who didst also on this day of the week; send
down on thy apostles thy most Holy Spirit; take not the
same Spirit away from us : but grant to all thy servants who
ask it of thee, that they may be daily renewed, and more
flentifully enriched with the same.

O Lord, who, by choosing this day fur these most impor-
tant, most beneficia events, didst direct thy apostles to call

2L
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it, and to make it thy hofy day; gi’-ant, that, by 1mp}ogmg
thy grace; and celebrating thy praise on this holy day; by
 praising and reading thy word; and by attending onthe
public assemblies of thy saints in the housevwhere thy honour
dwelleth ; I may be prepared for that ?tcrnal rest which re-
maineth for the people of God, of which the sacred rest of
this day isa figure and 2 pledgc——an‘d. foy joining  in the e-
ternal hymns of angels and blessed spirits in the life to come 5
ascribing unto God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, honour and praise, for ever and eveti Amen,

A Morning Prayer for a Person in Prevate;

O MosT gracious God, who art the‘ Author _of alt the
good things that I enjoy 3 in thee I l'xve, and move, _a.nd
have my being ; And to thy good providence I must asgnbe
it, that I am now in health and safety ; that I have enjoy-

‘ed the comfortable refreshments of the night past 5 and that
none of those evils which T have justly deserved, have come
nigh me or my dwelling ; for these, O Lord, and all thy
other mercies, I desire, in an humble sense of thy great
goodness, to adere and praise thy glorious name.

" I confess, O Lord, that I am not worthy of the mexcies
thou hast bestowed upon me. My transgressions are great,
and have been often repeated : But, O merciful Father, let
not my sins provoke thee to leave me to my own folly and
weakness. I lament and bewail before thee the corruption
of my nature, and know not where to fly for relief and sgc-
cour, but unto thee. .

Forgive, I humbly pray thee, whatever I have done amiss 3
and so arm me for the time to come with the powerful ase
sistances of thy grace, that I may be enabled to overcome all
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and
to walk worthy of that holy name whereby I am called ;
denying all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and living so=
berly, righteously, and godly in this present world.

Grant, O Lord, that as I have devoted myself to the ser-
vice of Christ Jesus, so I may walk in his commandrhents,
and have my conversation as becometh his gospel ; that I
may daily grow in grace, and be continually advancing in
his ways and righteousness and tru: holiness, tiil I become
periect in every good word and woiks -
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O Lord, suffer no affections to dwell in me but what are
pleasing in thy sight: Endue me with an honest -and up=
right mind, that I mzy abstain from ali appearance of evil,
Let no worldly interest or advantage ever tempt e to the
least injustice, or turn me aside to the ways of fraud and .
oppression 3 but, in the yse of honest and lawful means,
give me grace to depend upon thy providence. and to rest
contented under all the dispensations of thy infinite wisdom
and goodness.. And thoug’h thou shouldst sec fit to de~
prive me of any, ofr even of all the comforts of this life 3
yet, O gracioys Father, leave me not destitute, I beseech
thee, of those things that accompany salvation, nor deny
me thy favour, which is better than life itself : Whatever
thou see:t fit to deprive me of, O take not from me, 1 be-
seech thee, the comforts of thy Holy Spirit; but in all the
troubles aud disappointments of this world, in all the calam-
i;ies and trials Ishall meet with here, be thou my only re-
fuge and support, my stay and trust, my Saviour and mighs
ty deliverer 5 stand by me in all trials, succour me in every
temptation, support me in discouragements, and advise me
in all difficult cases ; but above all, O Lord, I most earnest-
Iy beseech thee, that when the time of my dissolution draws
nigh, and all things here begin to fail me, thou wouldst
then vouchsafe to strengthen and support me, and at last
receive me into thy blessed kingdom. Keep me, I most
humpbly beseech thee, this day from all evil; and grant, that
being in safety under thy protection, I may be always holy
and acceptable in thy sight, in and through the merits of my
dear Redeemer, who, in his holy gospel has taught me to
63y,

Qur Father, &c,

To be added to the Morning Prayer, on the Lord's Day.

In 2n humble and thankful sense of thy goodness, O Lord,
I am going to thy house, there to present my soul and body
to thee, in the assembly of thy saints, _
" Lgt thy Holy Spirit compose my mind to a serious and
devout attentian in all the parts of thy divine service : Let
e praise thy name with chearfulness, pray unto thee with
carnestness, hear thy word with reverence, and practice it
with faithfulness ; and vouchs.fc more’fully to iaform me
»i my duty, to correct and amend waat is amiss in me, ta
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encourage and strengthen my geod resolutions, and to assist
‘me in all well doing for the time to come 5 that so growing
every day better and better by my communion with thee, [
may become such as thon canst love and delight in, and wil
reward at the great day, for the sake of the Lord Jesus.
Amen. ‘

‘¢ That your whole life may be the more exact, and yog
may have less to do when you set a time apart for more sol-
emn examination 3 { would advise you every night to put
some such questions as these to yourself, which," for your
use, [ transcribed chiefly out of that excellent boek, intitled,
A Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church.”

BHORT HEADS OF EXAMINATION FOE THE EVENING

How have I spent the day past ? What sin have I come
mitted 2

Have I performed my morning devotions 7 And how ?

Have I resigned myself to the all-wise government and
disposal of God, te be ordered and ruled by him, and to ds
his Will ? ' '

Where other opportunities have offered themsclves, how
have I behaved myself in relation to them ?

Have T conversed with candor, affability, and sincerity ?

Have ¥ kept at a distance from slander and evil-speaking ?

Have I had sufficient care, in my commendation of others,
§0 as to give no encouragement to any evil practices 2 ‘

How have I employed or improved my time ¢

If I have engaged in aflairs, with what honesty and fideli-
ty have I discharged them ? ,

If T have divested myself, have I done it innocently, and
within the bounds of christian moderation 2 ‘ "

Have I been guilty of any excess in cating, or drinking,
ersleeping ? : o '

What raercies have I received ? How thankful have Ibeen,
and am I, for them ? ' ‘

What temptations have T resisted ?

‘What ground have I got of the sin that doth most easily
beset me ¢ '
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How have I gaverned my passions in the little accidents
that daily happen to provoke me ?
What opportunities have I had of doing good ? 3nd how
have Iimproved them ? ' _ ‘
What qpportunities have I had of discouraging evil ?
4.nd how have I opposed it ? '

¢ To these questions you may add such others as yoa
find useful. 1if you recollect the whole time of the day
from your rising (for which a few minutes before your even-
ing devetions will suflice) you will very easily be enabled
to answer the preceding questions ; and when ydu have done
this, you must heartily bég God’s pardon for any sins you
have been guilty of, and shew yours.lf thankful for those
blessings, respecting either this or another life, which he
hath bestowed on you. For a more particular examination,
see a book entitled A New Manual of Devotions, in Three
Parts. Part 1L, T ‘ ‘

An Evening Prayer for a Person in Privale.

O eTERNAL and infinitely glorious God, the great Crea-
_ tor, gracious preserver, and wise goveinor of the world 5 T,
thy sinful and unworthy servant, fall down before thee at
this time, to present my prayers and supplications to thy di-
vine majesty. C :

I admire and adore the incamprehensible perfections of
thy nature, and gratefully acknowledge thy marvellous and
indeserved goodness towards me and all thy creatures ;
have nothing, O Lord, but what I have received from thee :
thou freely gavest me my being, and madest me capable to
know, love, serve, and enjoy thee for ever 5 Thou hast con-
tinued to me the being which thou at first gavest me, delivers
ing me from a mulitude of evils, and bestowing mercics
and favours upon me, both for my soul and body, more than
I can number: O that Thad made retarns to thee in any
measure suitable to the benefits I have received from thee;
that I had employed ail thy gifts to thy honour and glory,
and never abuscd any of these talents intrusted to me. But
alas | I with shame acknowledge, that I have been guilty of
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areat ingratitude towards thee ; I have been an pnprofitable
and unworthy servant 5 ‘I have neglected my duty, followed
the inclinations of my corrupt nature, and instead of lov-
ing and dehghtmv in thee, I have been eager and passxan
ate after the thanrrs of this world.

Let thy goodness and forbear'mce, Q Lord, lead me to
Fepentance ; and though I bave rendered myself unworth
of the least of all th “mercics, yet for the sake of thy be«
toved Son, in whom ¢ ou art well pleased, spare me, O good
dmd spare me, and be not angry with me for eyer. Wash
Wi ay all my sin in that fountain thou hast opcned for sms
erd uncleanness, that there may be nothing to mterpose bes
tween thy mercy and my poor soul. |

Lay not to my charge, O mcr(:lful God, the sins which I
have this day commlttud Tname them in par!zcular] and
not only pardon them, but give me grace from hencefor-
wards entirely to leave and forsake therp, and to amend my
Iife according to thy holy word.

Make me always 'mindful that thou art every where pre=
sent, and knowest my most secret thoughts, that I may fear
to offend thee, and bring every thought and desire to the
obedience of thy will.

Possess me, O Lord, with a lively sense of the frailty of
my life, the certainty of ajudgment to come, the unspéak-
able glories of heaven, and the most dreadtul torments of
hell, that I may in good earnest, set about the great work of
my salvation, and niever be so foolish as to prefer the plea=
sures of sin, “which are but fora season, before that evers
;»t,ng ful_ness of j joy which 13 m thy presence for eyer.
more.

Grant, O Lord, that duly considering the vast dlspropora
tion wlnch is buthxt this life, and my eternal state, I may
?we as becomes the gospel of Christ, working out my salva-
sion with the greatest care and circumspection, that wheq
the great and terrible day of the Lord shall come, 1T may be
zcceptcd by him, and admitted to thc mhentancc of the
gamto in hg}m : ‘

Cause the light of thy glorious gosgel to shine through-
out the world, and the borders of thy Son’s kingdom to be
enlarged, by aspeedy conversion of Jews, Turks, and infi-
dels. O let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end,
and do thou establish and increase the just.
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Remove all dissentions and divisions among christiazs;
and bring in the practice of universal holiness, peace, zud
love. Be more especially gracious to this church and nation
to which I belong ; amd herein to our sovereign lord king
George 5 fill him with sound wisdom, godly zeal, and all o
ther christian virtues, that he may be a terror to evil doers,
and a rewarder of them that do well. Bless our mast gra-
cious queen Charlotte, and all the royal family.

Extend thy compassion to all that labour under any aflfic-
tion ; send relief to those that arein want, ease to those
that are in pain, and deliverance to the oppressed and per-
secuted, especially those that suffer for righteousness sake.
I beg thy grace and mercy for all my friends and relations,
for all that pray for me, or have desired my prayers ; parti-
cularly— i

~ Give me, O Lord, the comfortable tefreshment of a quiet
and undisturbed sleep. Defend me from all evil, and from
the fear and dread of any. Keep me more especially from
the evil of sin, and the assaults of my spiritual enemies, and
let thy goodress follow me all the days of my life, for Jesne
Christ’s sake, in whose name and words I continue to pr-;.
Our Father, &c. )

To be added on Suriday Evening.

Aceerr, O Lord, of that dedication I have made of my
soul and body to thee, with praycrs and praises in the public:
congregation, Pardon all the wandering and evil thoughts,
and all the unfit actions I may have been guilty of in my
attendance upon thee. Preserve in me always areligious
sense of thee, wherever I am, or whatever 1do, that thy
holy laws may be more decply graven on my heart.

O that evesy truth I have at any time learnt, may be
faithfully remembered by me, that I may be more diligent
in my calling, more dutiful to my relations, and more con-
tented in ali conditions ; that running the way of thy com-
mandments, I may at length attain thy gracious promises,
and be made partaker of thy everlasting kingdom, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.
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A Morning Prayer.
{(From Mr. Merrick.)

O avmicaTy God, who hast made all things in heaven
and earth, and hast given thy Son Jesus Christ to die upon -
the cross for me and for all mankind, make me truly thank-
ful for thy goodness towards me 5 sanctify me by thy Holy
Spirit, and enable me to do all things which thou hast com-
manded. Glory be to thee for having brought me to the be-
ginning of this day ; Defend me in 1t from all sin and dan-
ger; let me not take thy holy name in vain, nor speak any
words that may offend thee ; let me not steal, nor cheat,
nior any way hurt or grieve my neighbour; but grant that
I may do unto all men as I would they should do unto me,
[Grant that I may honour my father and mother 7 Keep
me from lying and evil speaking, from anger, fretfulness,
and stubbornness, from strife and quarreliing, from envy,
spite and malice, and from all uncharitableness: Make me
modest in my behoviour and conversation ; - cleanse the
thoughts of my heart ; keep me from pride and sloth, and
idleness, from gluttony and drunkenness ; and grant me all
such tempers of mind as will make me happy in life and in
death. . Bless the king and royal family, and all our govern-
ors, pastors, and teachers.  Bless my friends and relations,
[particularly my father and mether, my brothers and sisters]
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.
~ Qur Father, &c.

4
An Evening Prayer.

O nuravexry Father, forgive whatever thou hast seen.
amiss in me this day, and watch over me, 1beseech thee, this
night and for evermore;  Grant me quiet and refreshing
sleep, and defend me from all dangers both of soul and
body ; and give me the promised grace of thy Spirit to lead
an innocent and holy life : Yet not to trust in my own right+
cousness, but wholly in the merits of thy blessed Son; that,
I muy die with well-grounded comfort and joy, whene-
ver thou shalt be pleased to call me. Bless the king and
royal family, and all our governors, pastors, and teachers,
Bless my friends and relations [particularly my father and
mother, my brothers and sisters] for the suke of Jesus
_ &hrist our Lord and Savionr.  Amen.  Qur Father, &c.
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Moramg Praijer.

Porpis tny words, O Lord, consider my meditaiton :
my voice shalt thou hear betisnes, O Lord ; early in the
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee; and will look
up. Psalmyv. 1, 3. Almighty God, who dwelling in the
highest heavens, yet vouchsafest to regard the lowest crea-
ture here upon earth, I humbly adore thy sacrzd majesty,
and with all the powers of my soul and body do exalt and
fraisc thy holy name for all the mercies and comforts of this
ife, and for the hopes 4nd assurances of a better 5 for pro-
tecting me from the evils and dangers of the night past, «wnd
for bringing me safely to the light of a new day; contin-
ue this thy miercy and goodness to ndc; and as thou hast
awakened my body from sleep, so raise my soul from the
déath of sin, unto a life of righteousness. Deliver me, O
God, from the evils-of this day, and guide my feei in the
paths of peace and holiness, ald strengthen my resolutions
to embrace all opportunitics of doing good, and carefully to
avoid all occasions of evil, éspecially those
sins* which by nature and inclination I am *Here name such
most likely to full into: and when, through jradar oo
frailty, or the violerice of any other tempt-
ation, 1 fall from my duty, do thou in mercy restore me
again with a double portion of thy grace and Holy Spirit,
to maintain a more vigorous défence agaidst Satan and his
devices. Shower down thy graces and blessings upon all
my relations, [on my father and mother, on my brothers
and sisters,] on all my friends, and give t}_xy holy angels
charge over them, to protect them form all.sm and danger.
Make me diligent in the duties of my calling, and that in
4ll the changés and chances of this life I may absolutely sub-
mit to thy divine providence. Let thy b.les‘smg be upon my
actions, and let thy wisdom direct my intentions, that so
the whole course of ity life, and all the designs of my hqart
may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that which
is righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amep. Qur Father, &c. )

See Psalm, iv. xiv. xxiil. lzxzvi.

‘When you go out of your Chamber.

Tue blesting of God descend upon me and all belonging
to me, and dwell in my heart for evermore, ; and bless my

going out and my coming in, now and forever. Amen.
2 M
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Evening Prayer.

LeT my prayer, O Lord, be set forth as incense, and the
lifting up of my hands be as an evening sactifice.  Psalmy
cxli. 3. O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and ever-
lasting God, whose glory the heaven of heavens cannot cona
tain, ook down from the throne of thy majesty, and behold
thy unworthy servant, prostrate before thy mercy-seat,
humbly confessing unto thee the vanity and sinfulness of my

whele life ; especially the omissions® of my
._’Hle’ ¢ name par- duty and commission of sins this day, where-
E“;‘ i‘,?;ﬂ“’;“é‘ay_“‘ * with I have so lately offended thine infinite
majesty and goodriess, and so greviously
wounded my own soul? of these, and all other my trans-
gressions, I most earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry fot
these my misdoings ; the remembrance of them is grievous
unto me, the burden of them is intolerable: have mercy -
upon me most merciful Father, for thy Son Jesus Christ's
sake, forgive me all that is past, and accept of these my
prayersand supplications, through the tnerits and mediation
of the same, our Mediator arid Redeemer.. And although
1 am unworthy, through my manifold sins and iniquities, to
offer unto thee any sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, yet
I beseech thee to accept of this my bounden duty, with iy
unfeigned thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to me and all mankind,t purely proceeding
ti.l;: Iu‘Il‘j;rre pame par- ffom thy bounty,. and v_v'h‘cﬂly intended for
and mercies. © MYy good, and particularly for preserving me
this day in the midst of so mary dangers
incident to my condition, and from so many calamities as are
due to my sins. Thou art my creator, O my God, and pro-
tector 3 thou art the ultimate end of my being, and su-
preme petfection of ny nature ; under .the shadow of thy
wings is perpetual repose, and from the light of thy coun-
tenance fow eternal joy and felicity 3 to whom be glory and
honour, world without end.  Amen.

Axp thou, O Lord, by whom kings reign, and princes
decree justice, bless our most gracious sovereign lord king
George, and all the toyal family ; all my relations, friends,

{Here name par- and kind benefactors 51 let thy providence’
sicular persons,  SUCCOUT them and theirs from all evil and
danger, and do thow reward them seven~
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fold into their bosom for all the good they have done to me,
Be pleased, likewise, O Lord, (in whose hands are the 13-
sues of life and death) to succour, help, and comfort all
that are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, all that labouz
under any bodily pain, sickness,. or temptation, or are dis-
turbed in mind ;* relieve such according )

to their several necessities, giving them pa- f'ES%“ﬁ”}Y those
tience under their sufforings.  Subdue in erg are gesiind 2
me the evil spirit of wrath. and revenge,

and dispose my heart patiently to bear reproaches and
wrongs, and to be ready not only to forgi-e, but also to.do
good for cvil, that all men may know that I am Christ’s dis-
ciple. And finally, O Lord, since thou hast ordained the
day to labour in, and the night to take our vest, as I praise
thee for the mercies of the day so I humbly beg the contin-
yance of thy gracigus protection over me this night. Let
thy holy angels pitch thejr tents about my bed, that being
safely delivered from all perils' and dangers of this night,
and comfortably refreshed with moderate sleep, 1 may be
enabled to discharge the duties of my calling, and faithfully
to persevere in holiness and pureness of living all the days
of my life, to thy honour and glory, through our only Me-
diator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord,  dmen.

Qur Father, &c;

When you lie down in your Bed.

T wiLy lay me down in peace, and take my rest, for it
is thou, Lord, only that makest me to dwell in safety ; and
into thy hands I recommend my spirit, my soul and my
body, for thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of
truth ! S

S ——
PRAYERS FOR YOUNG PERSONS AND SERVANTS,

« A Morning Prayer for a Child.

Grory be to thee, O Lord ! for all the blessings I daily
rec-ive from thee ; for thy particular preservation and re-
{vcshiacat of me the night past.  Incline me to believe in
thee, to fear thee, and love thee with all my heart ; to wes-
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ship thee, to give thee thanks; to honour thy holy name,
and to serve thee truly all the days of my life. ’ '
" Make me to love my neighbour as myself ; and to doto
all men as § would they should do to me. Make me obe-
dient to my parchts, and all my goyernors in church and
state.

Grant, O Lord ! that T may order myself lowly and rev.
erently to all my betters ; that I may hurt no bady by word
or deed 5 that 1 may keep my hands from picking and steel.
ing, and my tongue from evil-speaking, lying and slander.
ihg ; that I may keep my body in temperance, soberness and
chastity ; that I may never covet, nor desire ot.hf.:r men’s
goods, but learn and labour truly to get my own living, and
to do my duty in that state of life unto which it shall please:
thee, O Loxd, to call me.  And all this I beg for thq mer-
its of Jesus my Saviour ; ‘in whose holy words I sum up al}
my wants, sa;ing,d'_ Qur Father, &¢, .

An Evening Prayer for a Child.

0 Lowrp God, my heavenly Father, T humbly implore the
pardon and forgiveness of all the sins I have committed this
day, either in thought, word or deed. ~Cleanse me fromall
my wickedness, and strengthen my weakness, that I may
overcome all the temptations that daily surround me, ‘

Assist me, good Lord, by thy grace, that I may worship
thee, serve thee, and obey thee, as I ought to de.  Supply
me with all things needfyl while I live in this world, and
fit and prepare my soul for the happiness of the next.

Make me to avoid all occasions of offending thee, and
suffer me not to be tempted above what I am able ; but de-
fend me in all dangers both of body and soul : keep me es-
pecially; from sin and wickedness, from m&f ghostly enemy,

_and from everlasting death. ’ g .

. I commend to thy divine providence (my father and moths
er, brothers and sisters,) all my friends and relations.
Vouchsafe them all those graces and blessings thou knowest.
most suitable for them. ’ R

O thou that never slumberest nor sleepest, watch oyer
me this night, and refresh me with seasonable rest, that I
may rise the next morning more fit for thy service.

1 return, O Lord, to thee all praise and thanksgiving, for
all those. mercies which thou hast this day bestowed upoa.
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me, - As long as T live, let me praise the Lotd ; as long as
1 have any being let me magnify thy holy name. Hear my
prayers, and accept my praises, for the sake of my Saviour
Jesus Christ. In whose holy werds I sum upall my wants,
Cur Father, &c. ' '

4 Prayer for a Child, to be used Morning and
- Bvening.
(From Mr, Burkitt.)

AvmicrTy God, who madest me, and hast preserved me
to this hour, I praise and glorify thy name for all thy mer-
cies.. - Look graciously upbn me and bless me, I humbly be-
seech thee ; pardon all'my sins; and give me grace 1o res
member and put in practice my baptismal vow, by ¢ renouti-
ring the devil and. all bis works, the pomps and vanities of
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh.” O
do thou incline my heart to that which is good ; and give
me grace to fexs thee and keep thy cominandments; make
me (dudiful to my father and mother, loving to my brothers
and sisters,) obedient to my texchers, humble and revereng
to all my betters, meek and courtcous to all people,

Prescrve me from bearing malice or hatréd in my heart,
from lying and stealing, and from all evi] thoughts, words
and actions. Guide me by thy Holy Spirit, that 1 may live
to thy glory, and hereby obtain everlasting life.

Lord, bless all my relations and friends, and save and de-
fend them and me from all dangers [this day or night] and
.evermore, through Jesus Christ our Lord, =~ Amen.

A Morning Prayer for ¢ Young Person.

O crErRNAL God, and heavenly Father, thou art the kind
author of my being, be thou the gracious guide of my life 3
my age is simple and unexperienced, O be thou pleased to
inspire me with true wisdom from above, that it may guide
and direct me inall my ways. T am come into the world
falll-of snares and temptations, O do thou fill me with the
. knowledge and love of thy truth, that it may keep me from
the ways that lead to destruction. ‘

I render unto thee unfeigned thanks for all the blessings
T daily receive from thee, and for thy particular preservation
and refreshment of me this night past.
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3 Lovd, have mercy upon me, and forgive me all my sm 5
an;} give me grace to flee all youthful lusts, and to remem-
‘her thee my Creator in the days of my youth
O possess my heart with the fuar of thee, and dependance

upon-thee. Let me ;;xlwalyc walk as in thy presence, con-

sidering that I must one day die (I know not how soon) and
tender an account of all the actions of my life.  Posse:g

~also my heart, O my God, with that natural tenderness for

my parents, and those that have the care-of me, and with
that christian sense of my duty towards them, that my lan-
guage may be respectful, my actions dutiful, and my whole
behavieur such, that I may not increase the burden and
care of their hw-s2 but prove a comfort and blessmg to them, -

Bless me, O Lor d, 1 my leammg, and deliver me from
sloth, and idleness, and bad company, and from all daugers
both of body and soul; and help me daily to increage in
Lnowh.d;oc, and wisdom, and 2ll virtue,

"I commend to thy divine providence [my father and moth.
er, my brothers and sisters] all my friznds and relations, all
in this fam;)y, and all mankmd Vouchsafe us, O gacious
£30d, all those graces and blessings which thop knowest ta
Bz most needful for us.

Unto thee, O my God, doI dedicate my soul and body,

,b”secching thee to take them into thy care and protection,

that they maey be always employed in thy service, and to thy
glorys that having served thee faithfully in this hfe, I may
at last attain life u/erlastmg, through the merits and media-
rion of my blessed Saviour and Ra.dcemer, Jesus Christ our
Lord; in whose holy name and words I present my own,
and the wants of :all mankind ; saymg

Our Father; &c,

An Icening Prayer for a Young Person..

O auvicuTY God, and merciful Father, who willingly
hearest the praycrs of all that call upon thee faithfully, T hum-
bly beseech thee to pardon whatsoever thou hast seen amiss
this day in my thoughts, words, or actions,
particularly,*

Make me, O Lord, thoroughly semsible of
the great weakness and corruption of my nature, and the
aany errors of my life,

#I{ere mention
particulars,
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Assist me, 1 pray thee, in n\laking if my constant ehdeav-
our to resist and conquer every evil inclination within me,
and every temptation from without.

Help me daily to increase in the knowledge and love of
thee, my God, and of my Saviour Jesus Christ,

Shew me the way in which I should walk whilst I am
young, and grant that I may never depart from it.

Bless, I pray thee, whatsoever good instructions have at
any time been given me; help me carefully to remember
them, and seriously to practise -them, that I may be evexr
growing in knowledge, in wisdom, and in goodness.

Bless, and- defend, -and save the king, and all the royal
family, and all orders of men amongst us; from the highest
to the lowest. Lord, give them all grace in their several sta-
tions, to be instrumental to thy glory and the public good.

Accept, O Lord, of my humblest praise, and thanksgiv-
ing for all the goodness thou hast this day, or at any time,

‘shewed me ; for 2ll the helps of preventing or restraining
grace thou hast vouchsafed me; for whatever I have done’
which is in any measure acceptable to thee; for whatever
progress I have made in my learning ; for thy preservation
of me from all the miseries and dangers which frail mortality
is every moment exposed to; particularly for

I humbly commit my soul and body to -Here mention a-
thy care this night, begging thy gracious f}'f’ér;:f”;;;mif

protection and blessing. stowedupon you.

And 2ll these mercies and blessings which
I ask for myself I heartily desire for all my relations and
friends, and for all mankind : Let it please thee to guide us
all in this present life, and to conduct us safe to thy heav-
enly kingdom, thirough Jesus Christ, our only Lord and
Saviour; in whose most holy name and words, I conclude

these my imperfect prayers. Our Father, &c.

A Morning Prayer for a Servant.

O Lord my God, the gteat Creator and preserver of all
Markind ; I bless and praise thy hely name for all thy mer .
cies to my soul and body. Thou hast given me another
day, O give me grace to spend it to thy honour and glery :
enable me to work in it the work for which thou hast sent
me into the world, before the night of death cometh where-
in I cannot work, Grant that I may not increase the num-
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ber of my tr'msgressxons, by runnmg heedlesaiy of ko
ingly into the commission of any sin.

O Gop, thou witness of all my actions, and ]udge ofall
my thoughts and affections; what would bécome of e, if
thou shouldst enter into strict judgement with me | How

should I stand before thy tribunal, covered with the guilt
and shatne of my sins ? Lerd, T repent, increase thou m
repentance.. [ repent of* — O be thou re.
., *Here mention conciled untome, and pardon me for the
f_[l:g:te tf\l;r:sée:h;}c:}; sake of jesus Christ: And not only par-
conscience. ~don my sins, but deliver me from the pow:
er and domision of them : I am conscious -
to myself of great weakness and frailty, O do thou confirm
and strengthen me.

Create inme a cléan heart, C God and renew a right
spirit within me: Give mea true faltfi and inflame my
heart Wwith a holy love, that 1 may delight in thy command-
ments, and walk before thee in uprightness and fear, in
faithfulness and honesty, constantly and cheerfull ly dependa
ing upon thee,

“Ensble me to do the duty of my place, not with eye-ser-
vice, but with smglene% of heart, as knowing that I shall
be accountable to thee at the day of judgment, as Wwell as for
those duties which I owe my master and mistress, as for
those which are more immediately to be paid to thee. O
Lord, keep me from all approbrious atd reproachful lan-
guage, from all lying and slandering, and from 31l unjust
and deceitful actions : meke me always thankful, humble,
and contented, neither withholding from thee the praisé
due to thine infinite bounty and mercy ;3 nor from man, the
thanks due to him for any act o‘f kindness or charlty to-
wards me, » ‘

Help me, O my God, <0 to walk before theg; that my
-soul niay enjoy true liberty, that my life may be full of
comfort, my death of peace, and that I may attain etcrnal
glory, through Jesus Christ ¢ur Lord.

Bless this whol(, family to which I belong, and gow in all
our hearts the seeds of unfeigned charity’; that we miay all
enjoy the comfort of a mutual affection, and a mutdal as-
pistance and aid 1n our several places; possess us with &
just sense of our duty to thee and man, that We may be
living members of thy blessed Son; and grant, that being
protected by thy providence, directed by thy word, and as-
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sistéd By the influence of thy Holy Spirit, we may be ad-
mitted into thy glorious kingdom in heaven, where we shail
adore and praise thee, love and enjoy thee to all eternity,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose holyname and.
words I continue to pray : ‘

Our Father, '&c. -

An Evening Prayer. for a Servant.

0O my God, my strength, and the rock of my salvation :
hotw does my soul praise thee for thy great goodness, and
for all the precious promises of thy gospel. ~ )
~ Bat, O my God, I have forgotten thee, though thou hast
given me my being : I-have forgotten thee, though thou

avest thine own Son to redeem me, not only to free me
rom the punishment due to my sins, but from the slavery,
and dominion of them, and to procure for me life eternal,
I have feared the displeasure of man, whose breath is in hig
nostrils, more than [ have feared thine, O thou just and ho-
ly judge of mankind: I have been more solicitous for the
bread that perishes, than for thy favour, which is better than
life itself : I have sirined against my knowledge, thy word,
and the motions of thy Holy Spirit. I have been apt to
repine and murmur at thy providence, and to be discontente
ed in my conditioh, particularly® -~ But I re.- -
pent, O my God, of all my sins, and huﬁibly‘;i':{ful",;if‘z‘i:’l?
beg the assistance of thy grace, that Imaydo = . ~~
works meet for repentance, and serve thee in truth and with
an upright heart all the days of niy life. o

Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy upon me, and forgive
me all myoffences,and give me grace to keepupon my watch,
and guard againstthem for the future : Enable me sincerely
tb endeavour to reform and amend my life, that I may every
day grow and increase in goodness, and be so much the fitter
for death, the nearer it approaches to me ; and whenever it
comes, let it find me; O Lotd, iti a disposition and frame of
spirit fit to die ; havirig an unshaken faith, an humble re<
signation and subrhission, a holy contempt of earth, and a2
devout love of heaven.’ o C :

Thou hast called me to be a servant, but thou hast called
me to be a son too, and an heir of eternal life ; O give me;
grace to be contented, and faithful to discharge my duty,
Bo thou, who never slumbert;s%t nor sleepest, watch over

2
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.vie, and this whole family : Let thine angels pitch theig -
tents about. us this night 3 let s lie down securely, and Jet
our sleep be sweet and refreshing to us, for Jesus Christ’s
sake ; in whose name and words I beg all things needful
both for myself and all mankind, particularly for all that
am any way bound to pray for. Our Father, &c.

Another Prayer for a Servant.

O Lorp God almighty, whose loving-kindness is bette
than life, and whose service is perfect freedom: It is the
wise appointment of thy providence, that there should be
various orders and degrees of men, and that I should be
disposed of in the station where now I am. O Lord, I
humbly submit to thy good pleasure, and desire with con-
tent and thankfulness to accept of my portion, how low and
mean soever in the world. If my blessed Redeemer, who
is Lord of all, would take upon him the form of- a servant,
for our sakes; O why should I refuse to be a scrvant to oth-
ers ? If I faithfully discharge the duties of my place, I know
I shall be as acceptable to my God as any that enjoy the
highest stations. If I be found in the way of righteousnessy
T shall be exalted in the world to come to everlasting happi=
ness and glory. O let it not be so much my care to get
higher in the world, as to get more in thy favour, wherein
is life. Suffer me not to be a servant to sin, or a slave to
any lust; but grant me to enjoy the blessed liberty where-
with Christ Jesus has made us free, that I may serve thee,
my God, faithfully, and run the way of thy commandments
after thou hast set my heart atliberty. Be thou pleased, O
Lord, to fit me for and assist me in, the service to which T’
am called, that I may perform it to the glory of thy great
name, to the satisfaction of those whorh I serve, and to my
own advantage and comfort. Make me true and faithful,
careful and diligent, humble and obedient, doing the busis
ness of my place, ¢ not with eye-service as a man-pleaser,
but in singleness of heart, fearing God.” Teach me to de-
ny myself, to be meek and patient, not answering again to
stir up wrath ; but with silence and submission following
the things that make for peace. Suffer me not to wrong or
cheat my master, or do him -any damage for my own fithy
tucre, orfleshly pleasure ; that I may be found faithful in the
sight of my God, who evermore secth in secret, and searche
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eth the very heart. Whose servant soever else Iam, O Lord,
let me ever be found in the number of thine ; and make me,
I beseech thee, such every way towards thee, that. thou
mayest mercifully accept me, and all my services.  Pardon
and forgive all the sins of my life past and grant me the as-
sistanice of thy grace and Holy Spirit, that [ may serve thee
faithfully in this world, and at last be received into thy eter-
nal kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught
us when we pray, to say,

Qur Father, &c.

PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS.

A Prayer for the Devout. Qbservation of the
: Lord’s Day.

(From Bishop. Kenn.)

Grory be to thee, O my God, who in compassion to hu.
" man weakness, which is' not capable of an uninterrupted
contemplation of thee, such as the saints have abgve, hast
appointed a solemn day on purpose for thy rememberance.
Glory be to thee, for proportioning a_seventh part of our
time to thyself, and liberally indulging us with the remain.
der. Let me ever esteenxit.my privilege and my happingss,
to have a day of rest set apatt for thy service, and the cone
cerns of my own soul; to-have a day free from distrac-
tions, disengaged from the world, wherein I have nothing
to do bur to praise and to love thée. ' Give me grace to wor.
ship thee in my closet, and. in the. congregation ; to spend
it in doing good, in works of necessity, devotion, and char,
ity, in prayer, and-praise, and meditation. O let it be ever
to me a'day sdcred to. divine love, a day .of: heavenly rest
and gefréshment.  Grant, O Lord, that I may not only give
thee due worship myself, but may give rest and leisure also
to my family, to all under my charge, to serve thee also;
1o indulge ease to my ver,y,beasts, since good men are mer-
ciful even to them. . O blessed Spirit, who on the first day
-of the week didst descend in miraculous gifts and graces on
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the apostles, descend upon me, that Fmay be always i rhe
Spirit on the Lord's day.  And since the blessing of ever-
lasting salvation, which we christians on thy day commenm..

- orate, does wonderfully exceed the. creation commenorated

by the Jews | O let our love and praise, devotion and zeal,
proportionably exceed theirs also; and this T beg for ]esus
Christ his sake, our Lord and Savlour Amen.

A Pmyer Jor the Rig ht Observatzon of Holy Da_ys.

(From Mr. Nelson.)

AcMicHTY God, who hast established in thy church
pastors, and teachers, and governors, « for the perfecting of
the saiats, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christy’ make me careful to observe all'those’
institutions, which are enjoined for these admirable ends ;
and always to esteem days set apart for thy worship, and
dedicated to thy service, as a great relief to the infirmity of
my nature, which is not capable of an uninterrupted con-
templatlon of thee. Let not the affairs of this life, nor my
eagerness in obtaining the good things of it, so far engross
my thoughts, as to mal\e me neglect those happy opportus
nities of- wo*l\mv out my own salvation. ' Let not the Jove
of pleasure prcvaxl upon me to consume them in sensual en-
joyments 5 but grant that my rejoicing may be accompanied
with temperance and moderation, and dispose my mind, by
all the refreshments of my body, to serve thee with greater
diligence and cheerfulness all my days. Make me constant,
at thest holy seasons, in attending thy public wership,. and
let me enter thy house with collected thoughts, eomposed
behaviour, and with a thankful and devout temper of mind.
Let me hear thy word with serious attention, and with 2
particular application of ‘it to the state of my own soul,
Let me approach thy altar 'with fervent and heavenly affec-
tions, and with firm resolutions of better obedicnce.. - Let
me commemorate the mysteries of my’ redemption iwith
profound hum:hty, with exalted thoughts of thy wonderful
goodness, and with thankful acknowledgments of thy great
dove demonstrated to the sons of men - Let the mortified
lives of thy saints'raise me above the pleasures of sense
and let the pattern of their piety and devotion, their humil
ity and chatity, their meekness and patient sufferings, be'al-
ways 5o lively imprinted upon my mind, that I may trane
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seribe their example in my lifz and conversation : That thus
-observing these days of rest here below, I may celebrate an
eternal rest with thee hereafter in thy heavenly kmgdom,
through Jesus Chnst our Lord.  Amen.

A Prayer upon any Festival that relates to our
Saviour.

I. O mosT gracious God, Iacknowledge with all joy and
thankfulness, thy great goodness manifested to the chx]dreq
of men in the wonderful work of our redemption. I adore
thy infinite Jove and compassion which took pity upon us,
when we had lost and ruined ourseives, and didst send thy
only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him. = This day, O Lord, give me a happy opportunity of
remembering thy special and extraordinary kindness to thy
unworthy creatures 3  which calls for my highest and exalted
praises, to be joined with those of the blessed company
abovc, who are never weary of giving honour, glory, bless-
ing, and thanksgiving to thee, not only in their own behalf,
but even for thy wonderful goodness to the children of men,
Praise the Lord, therefore, O mysoul; and all that.is thh-
in me, praise his holy name.

Impress, O Lord, upon my mind, such a sense, of what
my dearest' Saviour has done for me; that T .may celebrate
all the mysteries of my redemptlon, especially that which
‘thy church this day suggests to-my remembrance, with
profound humility, with exalted thoughts of thine ineffa-
bie goodness, and with most thankful acknowledgments of
thy great love demonstrated to the sons of men; thatm
heart and- life’ bemg truly affected and influenced by the
power of - them in this world, I may, through thine infinite
mercy, receive the.eternal beneﬁt of them in the world to
coine, where thou, O Lord, livest and reignest with the Sony
and Holy Ghost; one God, world without end. Amen.

: : ,

IL. Blessed Jesus, I adore with all humility thine infinite
condescention in bcing made man, in quitting the mansions
of glory, to take upon thee the form of aservant, and in
submitting to the lowest condition of human life, in order
to relicve our misery, and to guide us in the way to ever-
lasting life 5 grant that [ meoy cheerfully submit to the mean.
est offices for the,good and bencfit of my fellow-chr.stlans,
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aad that I may be-content, and resigned under all the most
afflicting circumstances of-life; ‘which the wise: provxdence '
of God shall think it to lay upon me.

Blessed be thy goodness, O: my Saviour, in suﬂ”ermg thy.
self to be circumcised, and in being obedient to the law for
m;m, whereby, in order to fulfil the will of God,; thou didst
take upon thee the form of a servant.  Grant me the true
circumcision of the spirit, that my heart and all my mem-
bers being mortified from all worldly and carnal lusts,
¥ may in all things obey thy blessed will, and after thy ex-
ample, be readier to sacrifice my reputatxon, than neglect
my daty. !

Adored be thy mercy, O ulwssed ]esus, in commumcatmg
the glad tidings of thine appearance in the world to the
people of Israel, by the ministration of angels ;- and'in re-
wedling the Joyﬁ,l news to the Gentiles by a brxght and un-.
usual star; that the harmoncous sound of the .gospel has,
reached this kand of my nativity.  Oh'! may I alw(ays value:
such an inestimable benefit, by walking as a child in the light,
and by conﬂpa’Fonatmg and rehevmg, to the utmost of my
powery. the miseries of those that still sit in darkness.

How. can I 'sufficienty praise thee, O blessed Jesus, for
thy glorious resyrrection, whereby thou hast made known.
"hc power of thy div mty, and proved thyself to be the true
Messias ? (Grant that thy victory ovér the grave may strengthe
¢t me ageinst the fear of death, that I'may Jook upon it asa

deliverance from sinand sorrow, and asa passage to a happy
etérnity; and that the infinite value of thy sufferings may -
crr.ane under the sense of those many folhes, whxch I
}g artil y repent of. ‘

2 1o K)lu,, ‘O blessed: ] ou:, in thy tnump"tant -ascension,
\1*3 en thou didst open the kingdom of heaven tosall believ-
€3y and didst sit down at the right hand of thy Fathey,
azored: by angels, and intevceding for sinners. - Oh! wean
nuind from the vanitics of this world, and place my afs
etions cwgizely on thin{rb above : that [ may spend the te-
Aumm pavt of my life to secure an eternal sm eritance,
A/.‘»J/IL FZ I

A Proyer on any Sain?’s Day.

O Larp God, precious in thy s ght is the death of thy
ssints and m“xtyra, because thcy Laye had the great happis
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fiess to give thee the utmost testimony of thei unfeigned
love and afféction.  Precious to themselves; O Lord, is the
death of thy saints ; because as they have been péi‘takds of
Christ’s sufferings  so when his glory shall appear, they shall
be made glad with exceeding joy. Let their death be als
ways precious, O Lord, in thy sight ; because their example
has convinced me of the possibility of serving thee under
the greatest difliculties, and animates my endeavours w1th
the prospect of their happy success.

I bless and praise thy holy nime, for all the aposties,
saints, and -martyrs, departed this life in thy faith and fear
X congratulate their victories over the wor |d, who overcame
themselves, and led in triumph their own passions. I come-
memorate with all thankfulness their hereic plety, who ser-
ved the Lord in hunger and thirst, in prison and chains, on
tacks and in torture, and who undauntedly encountered death
armed with the greatest terror.  Let that mighty grace; G

" Lord, which enabled them to conquer all opposition, sup-
port and animate thy servant, who is surrounded with the
same temptations, and exposed to the same unruly passions.
Let their examples teach me to be humble and meek, and to
submit all my desires to the will of God; to govern my
senses by reason, and my reason by the dictates of revela-
tion ; -to hold fast thy true religion and worship, and never
to live unworthy thereot ; to take up the cross, and to re-
sist unto blood, striving against sin.  Let their ‘mortified
Tives raise me above the pleasures of sense; and let the pat-
tern of their piety and devotjon, of their purity and charity,
of their patient suffering and perseverance unto the end, be
always so deply imprinted upon my mind, that I may wran-
scribe their example in my life and conversation, and there-
by inherit those promises they are now made partakers of,
through the merits of Jesus Chnst my only Mediator and
Advocate, A/mm.

A4 Prayer for a Person in Private, wpon any Day
of*Fublick Fasting and Humiliation ; which nay
be used after the Vit 0rning Serwce Q]‘ the Day is
over.

O wosT great and mighty God ! thou art a consuming
@re to all disobedient and impenitent sinners, but a most
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tendet and compassionate Father to such as triily répent and
turn unto thee : thou art a God of infinite power, holiness;
and purity : thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity,
and who can stand in thy sight when thou art angry ! @
Lord, when I consider the greatness of thy majesty, and
reflect upon my own nothingness and vileness, I am afraid
to speak unto thee. But, O blessed God, thou hast vouch-
safed to declare thyself a God gracious and merciful, fors
giving iniquity, transgression, and sin.

‘Hear me therefore, O most merciful Father, and look
with pity upon me, who, in the behalf of myself, and the.

sinful people of the land, fall on my knees before thee, beg- .

ging for mercy and pardon at the throne of grace.

O Lord, Ido most sorrowfully confess, th.t we are a
wicked and rebellious people, notwithstanding the manifold
and often repeated mercies, which thou hast vouchsafed us.
Thou hast shewn us wonderful things in thy goodness, O
God of our salvation, and hast hitherto protected both our
church and nation from secret treachery and open violence,
Thou hast continued to us the light of thy glorious gospely
the benefit of thy word and sacraments ; thou hast preserved
to us our holy religion, reformed from those errors and cor-
ruptions which prevail in many other nations ; and hast

blessed us with liberty, safety, and plenty ; whilst so many '

of our brethren abroad are persecuted and enslaved, and
whilst other countries have groaned under the miseries and
calamities of tyranny, bloodshed, and ruin.
. And now, O Lord, after all these obligations, all these
blessings, what manner of persons ought we to have been
in all holy conversation and godliness ? But, alas! to our

shame and confusion it must be confessed, that we have.

shewn ourselves very unworthy of those thy mercies ; and
instead of making suitable returns for thy goodness and
loving-kindness, have by along course of s and rebellion,
greatly provoked thy wrath and indignation against us.

I confess, O God, that I have grievously offended thee
by [Here you may name your parficular sins. ] .

It is of thy mercy, O God, that we are not consumed,
and because thy compassions fail not: for shouldst thow
bave dealt with us after our sins, and rewarded us according
to our iriquities, we had long before this been like as Sod
om and Gomorrow, or been swept away by some ether sud-
den.and severe destruction. :
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. But, O merciful Father, thou hast shewn thyself to be 2
God gracious and mercifuly slow to anger, and of great
kindness, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance i thot hast-spared us when we
deserved punishment; and in the midst of judgment hast re-
membeted mercy. ; : .

In mercy, O God; awaken us all to a trie and deep sense
of our mianifold and often repedted. provocations 3 and for
thy name’s sake and for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, pardon the great and crying sins of this whole na-
tion ; and in a more peculiar manner, I beseech thee to par-
don me, who now humble myself before thee, and forgive
sll my sins, which have helped to idcrease thy severe dise
pleasure against us. _
~ Wash away all olir sins in the blood of the ever-blessed
]esus : and Oh! be thou reconciled unto us, who are now
seeking unto thee in fasting and prayer : spare thy people,
O good Lord, spare them § and grant that we may so tuin
from all our evil ways, that iniquity may not be our ruin.

Make us, in this our day, to seek the things that belong
to our peace, before they are hid from our eyes; lest that
dreadful day come upon is, when all opportunity of re-
‘,c_oﬁciling otirselves to our offended God shall Lbe taken
fromi yis. , -

And do thou so effectdally convince every one of us of
the great evil of sin, and what dreadful punishments will
inevitably fall upon those who-persist in it, that we may for-
sake 21l our sins and wickedness, and turn unto thee the
Lotd our God.  Fill us with such a godly sorrow for our
sins, as may work il us a true repentance not to be repented
of ; and grant that we may now be so truly humbled for
them, that this may be such a fast as thou hast chosen: a
fast that riiay loose the bands of wickedness wherewith we
Have been so long tied and bound, that we may be set free
from every evil way, and may no longer abuse thy mercies,
nor despise thy judgments ; but may become 2 peculiar peoa
ple zedlous of good works ; that so thou mayest turn from
thy displeasure against us, and delight over us to do us gaod,
to bdild us up, and not to destroy us.

Hear, O Lord, and answer my prayers, that go not out
of feigned tips : O lct them prevail with thee for mercy for
myself and all this people ; even such a-measure of thy

20
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grace as will at length reclaim us, through the merits-and

intercession of thy dear Son Jesus Christ our Lord,  Amen,

A Prayer upon the same occasion ; which may be
used qfter the Evening Service. \

O Gov, thou art great, and doest wonderous things,
thou art God alone: Thou takest vengeance of those that
condemn thy laws, but hast in all ages wonderfully conde.
scended to the intercessions of thy saints, which have feared
thee, and called upon thy name ; behold with pity and com-'
passion this church and nation, now humbling itself before
thee ; accept our humiliation, and hear the prayers which
have been this day offered up at the throne of grace; and
grant that they may be effectual, through the intercession
of thy dear Son, to obtain mercy and pardon for the sinful
people of this land.

. O Lord, I confess that thou mayest justly be displeased
with us, for our great and manifold provocations, and that
we are no more worthy to be called, or dealt with as thy
sons or servants, whom neither thy judgments have driven,
nor thy mercies led to repentance: O be thou graciously
pleased to look upon us in the Son of thy love, and give
us ‘such a deep sense of the evil of our doings, that we
may truly repent of, and so effectnally turn from all our
transgressions, that thou mayest be reconciled, and at peace
with us; and that our humiliation and repentance may se
effectually work upon every one of us, that we may cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness both of flesh and spirit, perfects .
ing holiness in thy fear ; and that instead of those abomina«
ble and crying sins, which so openly now reign among us,
religion, and all the blessed fruits of it, may flourish and in-
crease in this land. , ) S

Remove from us, O merciful Father, the evils which our
sins have brought upon ws, and avert those dreadful judg-
ments which we have just cause to fear ; and however thou
mayest think fit to punish and cerrect us, yet take not from
us, O Lord, I beseech thee, the light of thy glorious gos-"
pel s but grant that it may break in so powerfully upon alt .
our hearts, that we may see the great danger we are in, and
may resolve in good earnest to give up ourselves to thy obe-
dience. ’
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Beir up, O God, every soul-among us, to root out of our
RBearts all pride, and wrath, and ‘bitterness ; all hatred, mal-
ice, and desire of revenge ; and whatsoever may hinder us
from discerning or practising the things that belong to our
peace ; ‘and inspire every one of us with true christian love
and charity, with meekness of wisdom, lowliness of mind,
patience, long suffering and forbearing one ancther in love,
that we may all henceforth be united in one holy bend of
truth and peace, of faith and charity, and may with one
heart and one soul, join together in promoting the honour
.and glory of .thy name, the interest of religion, and the
happiness and prosperity of this nation 3 that so thou who
art the God of peace, mayest be our God, and dwell
among us; and that we may be thy people zealously dew
voted to thy service and cbedience. ' ,

To this end, O Lord, I beseech thee to bestow thy bless~
ings spiritual and temporal upon cur most gracious sovercign
lord king ~Geq;‘gle and all that are put, in authority under
him, both in church and state; bless them with wisdom
from above, which 1s first pure and then peaceable; and
make all their consultations effectual to the glory of thy

. great name, the preservation of thy church and true reli-
gion among us, the honour and safety of his majesty, the
stability of our times, and the secprity, peace, and prosper-
ity of all estates and conditions of men among us. :
" Make all magistrates and other inferior officers faithful
and conscientious in the discharge of thattrust which thou
“hast reposed in them ; and grant, that they being truly zeal
ous for thy glory, may constantly employ that power which
thou hast given them for the punishment of wickedness and
vice ; that so the sins of particular persons may not become
national, nor, through the connivance or encouragement of
those in authority, bring down thy heavy judgments up-
on us, ; E - : ‘

Be gracious, O God, to thy holy catholic church, espe-
cially that part of it which thon hast planted in this nation ;
let no design formed against it eyer prosper ; and grant that
all wito name the name of Christ, may depart from iniqui~
ty, and live suitable to their holy profession. \ :

Look down with mercy and pity upon the sad ahd mourn.
ful estate of those who now suffer for the truth of thy gos-
pel, and the testimony of a good conscience ; strengthen
their faith, and animate their courage ; and grant that no
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persecutions may ever drive them to a denial of the truth,
Shew thyself their mxghty deliverer, that all men may fcel
it, and say, verily there isa God that judgest in the earth

Eulizhten all those that are in darkness and error, and
bricg them to the light, and knowledge, and practice of the
te uth and grant that all the kingdoms of the world may be
turned unto' the f.ord, and become one flock, under the
great s‘uepherd and bishop of our souls, thy Son Jesus Chrigg,

What follows may be properly added in time of War.

Bless and prosper the great undertaking which this natio
is now Pngwbd in{ Go forth with our fleets and armies ; ;
bless thew with victery and success : and suﬂer ndt our sing.
to provoke thee so far, as to deliver us up into the hands of
our enemies ; but send us,in thy good time, such a peace
as may tend to the glory of thy great name, the preservas
tion of thy charch and true reﬁglon among us, and the hone
our, safety, and prosperity of these kingdoms.

Finally, O Lord, T pray thee to extend thy mercy even tq,
those that hate us, and who wwhout any Just cause are our
enemics : Disappoint their devices, and give them repen-
tance'and better minds ; shed abroad thy love in ghexr hearts, :
and endue them with 2 mee k, humble, and chantablc spmt,
and grant that we being del ivered from the hands of our en-
emies, may serve thee without fear, in holiness and rxght-
eousness before thee all.our days, through Jesus Chnst, our
blessed Lord and only Saviour. dmen.

A leanlcsrrwmg and Prayer in Private on a Day
set apart by Authority for Commemomz‘mg zm_y
N atwnal Blessing or Deliverance.

BLE?SED and glorious God, the creator, governor, and
judge of the 'world, and deliverer and continual benefactor,
1 acknowledge thy great bounty and goodness to these na-
tions, as well as to myself in particulur.

I adore thy infinite goodness, wisdom and power, Where-
by thou sometimes puliest down one nation ‘and settest up,
another ; and at-other times makest one nation to be a bless~
ing and defence, or a plagueor scourge to another, in such
a manner as serves best the interest of ‘thy-church, and most
- manifests thy providence over the werld, and makest thy
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goadness, thy justice, and.thy power, to be known to.the
kin'gdoins of it3 to the intent. they should not at any timg -
trust in the arm of flesh, nor abuse thy blessings and fa-
vours ; but fear and love, serve and worsh'p thee, who arg
a rewarder of them that seek thee. . /

1 render unfelgned thanks unto “thee, O most gracxous
God, that. though for our sins thou. hast justly raised up en-
gmies, that seek our ruin, yet thou hast not suffered them.
80 to prevail against us as to accomplish their cruel designs ;-
but hast hitherto afforded us counsel and strength to keep
off all the dreadful calamities and miseries of war, desola=
tion, glcstractmn, and slavery '
" 1 thank thee for that measure of tranquility, safety, and
peace, we cnjoy ; that we are not disturbed by civil com-
motions, but possess in safety, the many good things thou
bestowest upon us ; ; and that we have a course of common
justice open to us ; and for the wholeSOme air and health of
these countries.

I thank thee for the grcat ‘plenty and frultfulness of them
and the many good thmgs we, by thy good providence, ob-w
tain from other places; as well for health and plcasure, as
for food and nourishment.

Ithank thec, who ait the God of all order, and the sove
. reign good, happiness and defence of all societies and states,
for the excellent frame and constitution of our civil govs
ernment and laws, and the wise and prudent admmxstrattqn
of them, for th. liberey and freedom of our persons and es-
tates ; wh1lst some people live under slavery, tyranny, and
oppression 3 and others are forced to stmnge countries fo:
liberty and relief.

Blessed be thy name, O most merciful Lord God, that
though for our sins thou hast frequently visited us, yet thou
hast always in thy Judgments remembered mercy ; and hast
pot pumahed us according to our deserts, nor left us withs
“out some specjal marks of thy good provxdencc.[ More par.
ticularly, O Lord, I bless and praise thy holy name for the
mercies which we this day commemorate.

For these and all other blessings thou art pleased to gwe}
and continue to us, blessed and pralsed be thy holy name,
our Lord and governor, who art excellent in all tﬁe earth.

~ And, O Lord, I beseech thee to hear the prayers and ac-
cept the praiscs which. have been this day offered up unto.
thee, by the people of thzs land ; and gwe us all such.a
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aemse of thy great goodness, as may engage us toa true and
suitable thankfulness ; such as may appear in out lives bya
holy and obedient walking before thee all our days. ’

Suffer us-not to become proud or careless, and to forget
thee ‘the’ Lord our God, vwho hast wrought such mighty
works for us 3 and let thxs be the blessed fruit of all thy gra-
cidus dealmgs towards us, that we may turn from the evil
of our ways, and live as a people whom thou hast chosen,
in so many rcmarkdble ms‘éances, to be thc pecullar care of
thy providence.

Make us truly sensible, O Lord, that it is thou, and thoy
onlyy that lias done these great thmgs for us; and O let us
mever 2ssume any thipg to ourselves ; but frém the consid~
eration of thy great oeoanss towards us, walk humbly be-
fore thee, and so behave ourselves in our several places and
stations, with that love to thee, and chanty to one another,
with tlnt dutiful subjection to his majesty, with that zea)
for thy honour and glory, -and with such a stedfast perse-
verance in thy pure and undefiled religion, that thou may-
est rejoice over us to do us geod and mayest continue to
g, ard our posterity, the blessings we now enjoy, and add
to them such other mercies as thou in thy great wisdom and
goodness seest needful for us, through the merits, and for.
ai’xe sake of thy Son, and our only Saviour Jesus Christ,
HBmen.

A7 /’sz sgroing  for Viclory over our _Enemzes.

O srwvicaTY Lord, the most high God, who rulest in
the Lmbdoms of men, and dost whatsocver thou pleasest
in heaven and in earth | in thy hand is power and ‘might,

so that none is able te withstand thee. It is thou that givest’

galvation unto kmgs, that dehverest thy servaats from the
hurtful swoerd.

Thou hast saved us from our enemies, and put them to
shame that hated us.’ It was not by our ewn power and
conduct that we have been so prosperous, nor did our own,
sword or arm save us; but thy right hand, and thy arm,
and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a fa-
wour unto us.  Thine,” O Lord, is the  greatness, and thc
power, and the gloty, and the victory. - The Lord is our
‘gtrength, and our song, and is become our salvation: ‘Now,
»thcrmorc, our God, we thank thee, and p;alae thy glonous
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name. And, O what cause hast thou given us to rejdice
in thy goodness, that though hast not given our enemies
eause to rejoice in our ruin | Great is thy mercy, O blessed
Lord, and to thee alone be the whole praise and glory. O
make us more sensible of this help at hand, in time of ouw
need, and give us grace still to keep the memory of it in
our greatful minds. O thou, Lord of hosts, who givest
such safety and good success, wilt thou teach us also rightly
to use thy great and marvellous kindness and love ; that
being delivered from the hands' of our enemies, we may
serve thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of our
lives, and not fall into licentious condlict, as if we were de-
livered to commit abominations ; so throwing ourselves inte
the hands of our spiritual enemies, after we have escaped the
othier, but demeaning ourselves as the redeemed and obliged
of the Lord. O let us love and trust, and bless and praise
the Reliever of our misery, the only giver of all victory, and
the God of all our mercies, for everand ever.

A Prayer and Thanksgiving upon the Anniversary
Day of our Baptism.
(From Bishop Cosins.)

O Lorp, heavenly Fathet, almighty and evetlasting God,
who of thine infinite goodness towards me, when I was
born in sin, and was no other than an heir of everlasting
wrath, didst vouchsafe that T should, as upon this day, be
born again of water and the Holy Ghost in the blessed laver
of baptism, being thereby made a member of Christ and an
heir of eternal life : For this thine inestimable favor I da
here gratefully commemorate that happy day, dnd in mose
humble and hearty wise I do extol the riches of thy glori-
ous grace ; in thy sight réenewing that sacred vow which
was then made in my name, to forsake this wicked world;
and to live as a christian ought to do, in obedience to thy.
holy faith and commandments: most humbly besceching
thee of thy great mercy to pardon me all former breaches of
my sofemn promise, and to endue me with the assistance
of thy Holy Spirit, that henceforth I may walk in newness of
life, worthy of that blessed estate whereunto theu hast call-
ed me; and keeping myself unspotted from the world, the
flesh and the devil, I may daily die unto sin, for which
cause I was baptised into the death of Christ; and as T have



S0%

Heseoh
had = my part this day in the first regeneration, 5o I tidy i
the last day have my pait in the second and great regenera.’
tion of the world, to live and reign with thee for ever,
throligh the merits of Jesus Chrxst otir Lord: A’meﬂ '

A Prayer in time of War:
(From Jacob’s Ladder, by Mr. Hall)

Aimicitt Lord God, thod art hé onfy which givest
victory ; to thee it is all one to save by many or by few :
thou canst make one to chase a thotisand : thou canst cause
the hearts even of the miost violent to mielt, their hands to
be weak, thfcir minds to faint, 46id their knees to fall awa}7
like water ; if thod fight for us, we cdinot miscatry; if
thou favour iis not, we must needs be discomfited: O be
graciolis unto us and be on our side, now that men are ris-
en up 1gamst us.  Go out, O Loid, with our navies and ar- -
fnies ; give wisdom and courage to olir captams 3 g‘rd them
with strength unto the battle ; be thou with our seamef and
soldiers, teaching their hands to war and their ﬂngers to
ﬁght Assist their cohsultations; prosper their policies,
crown their cnterprlzes with good sticcess; which are uns
dertaken for the common good and comfort of the state.
Doubtless, O Lord, we deserve thine anger, and ‘Sur sins db-
try aloud in thine edr for vengeance ; and it were but just
with thee, if thou shouldst make us a prey and spoil unto-
our enemies 3 blit, O graclous God, let us now tall into thy
. hands, for thy mercies are great, and let-us not fall into the
hands of men; let it appear that thou art in the midst of
us, ahd that we shall niot be moved ;5 that thod wilt help us,
and that very early : And in thy due time sct thou peace iri
bur borders, and make strong the bars of ouf gatesy espe~
cially let the gospel of thy Son sound yet louder among us;
that by it many souls may be gathered unto thee; so wethy
people, and the sheep of thy pasture, shall praise thee for ever; |
and from generation to generation we will set forth thy.glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lotd and only Saviour. Amen.

A Prayer in Public Commotions and Déstractions.
(Fron’l Mr. Jenks.) -

ArwicuTy Lord, the rxghteous God ! thy Judgments are
. all the carth 5 and it 1s no wonder if this wicked world
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should be also-a troublesome world, where wars and fu.
mours 'of ‘Wwars are abroad, and the sword is making ‘havock
among - the nationss and though we have hitherto been
kept from such wasting calamities as have swept away mul-
titudes of our brethreny yet thou, for our sins, hast now
broken the land, and made it tremble : O heal the breaches
of it, for it shaketh. 'We have no sanctuary tofly to for
refuge, but that mercy of thine, O good God, which we
have so much and so often abused and dGSPlSEd nor any
help from trouble, but what we seek-at thy hands, who
for our sins art justly displeased. O thou that waitest to
be gracxous, and whose mercy endureth for ever, have
eompassion on us, and spare us, good Lord ; spare thy
people whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood,
and still signalised with thy wonderful mercies ; «nd turn
-us again; O Lord God of hosts; cause thy face to shine,
and we shall be saved. O make us a way 0 escape out of
those fears and dangers wherein our sins have involved wus,
that peace may be restored, and the gospel of peace in much
mercy continued to us and our posterity, as long as the
world endures, O that we may learn righteousness by thy
mdgmcnts, and not dare to go on in our trespasses and re-
bellions against thee, when thou hast a controvcrsy with us,
and art making inquisition for blood amongst uss but let
us so turn to thee in the way of our duty, that thou mayest
turn to us in a way of saving mercy 3 and seeing thisis
not our rest,~ and little but alarms and commotions, and
one deep calling to another, is to be expected in this uncer-
tain tumultuous world, O that we may have our eyes fur~
ther than the ends of the earth, and lift them up to the Lotd,
from whom cometh cur help, and seck the contmumg city
to come, and lay up our rest and our treasure in that king=
dom which cannot be moved; that we may choose the
good part which cannot be taken from us, and flee from the
wrath to come, and have peace inour Lord, and hope'in
‘our death, even the hope of that eternal life, which is thy
promise and gift, O blessed God, thidugh Jesus Christ.—
Ametisa

2P
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Two Prayers- fora Day of Public Fasting and
Humiliation in Time of War*

O Lorp, most good and powerful, we, thy sinful peos
ple, assembled before thee, acknowledge it to be of thine
unspeakable mercy, that for our manifold and heinous pro--
vocations, we are not utterly consumed, and given over for
a prey to the enemy and avenger. We confess, with sor-
row and confusion, our long unfruitfulness, under the
means of grace, the light of thy Gospel, and the many
wonderful deliverances, which thou, in thy great goods:
ness, hath wouchsafed unto us. O Lerd, shouldst thou
enter into judgment with us for our sins, for our profane:
ness and infidelity, our heresies and schisms, our exclus
sive pursuit of the business, or inordinate love of the
pleasures of the world, and our other numberless offences;
thou mightest justly inflict upon us the severity of thy
wrath, and deliver us up to the reproaches, and insults of
our enemies, But there is mercy with thee, therefore
shalt thou be feared: thou art the Lord God, tender, and
full of compassion, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should repent and live. Look down therefore, we
beseech thee; with an eye-of pity, and loving kindness, up-
on thy servants; who with contrite hearts, bewail their.
transgressions, and their wretchedness.  Let us, in this time
of troubie, still enjoy the light of thy countenance, and
the biessing of thy bountiful hand j and so work upon our,
hearts and minds, by the influences of thy Holy Spirit, that
being turned from fhe error of our ways, and created to
newnessof life, we may wolk before thee, in righteousness
and holiness, in this world; and inherit thine everlasting..
Kingdom, in that which is to come, through the merits of
Jesus Christ, our only mediator, and advocate. Amens

Morning Prayer.

Wz humbly beseech thee, most merciful God, that, by
thy grace; thou wouldst keep alive in us, who have this day
presumed to implore such great blessings at thy hands, 2

*This and the two following Prayers are taken out of the Form of ‘
Prayer vsed onsthe Fast-Day, May 28, 1817,



307
Aok ’

_gonstant sense of thy presence, and of 6ur dependence up-
onthee. Sufferus not to feturn to ouf former sinfulnéss,
dnd disohedience, nor again to yield to those evil passions
and desires, which have brought down thy just judgments

“upon us : but save us, O God, both from our own cer-
Tuptions, and from forgetfulness of thy great mercies to us
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, dmen,

A Prayer for.our Enemics.

., O Lorp and heavenly Father, who wouldst not that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. who
“hast commanded us to love ‘our enemies, and to pray for
“them which despitefully use us, have mercy we beseech thee,
upon our adversasi¢s in the present war. - Deliver them
. from the guilt of injustice, of ambition, and of blood ; and
dispose their hearts to equity and peace. - Visit' them, we
pray thee, with thy spiritual blessings 3 ‘with reverencefor
thy holy name, thy word, and ordinances ; and grant them.
“to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, and in-dll charity and godliness of
living. Letall mutual offences, and hatred be remaved from
“our minds ; and grant that, beéing reconciled one to anoth.
er, we may unite in striving to exalt and magnify thy glg-
“rious name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

- A Prayer for Temporal Blessings..

(From Mr. Nelson.)

O Gob, heavenly Father, who by thy Son Jesus Christ
hast promised to all them that seek thy kingdom, and the
righteousness thereof, all things necessary to their bodily

“sustenance ; serd us, I beseech thee, such seasonable weath-
er as may preserve to our use the kindly fruits of the earth,
and that in due time we may enjoy them. I acknowledge,
O Logd, that itis from thy gift the rain doth fall, the earth _
is fruitful, beasts increase, and fishes. do multiply ;- and
though for our sins we have worthily deserved scarcity and
dearth, and have justly exposed ourselves to be punished
with grear sickness and mortality, and to be delivered into
the hands of our enemies; yet for the sake of thy blessed
Son, and upon cur 0wn tyue repentance, send us cheapacss
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and plenty, héalthful seasons, unity, peace, and concord 3
deliver us from lightning and tempest, from.pligue, pestis
lence, and faminé, from battle and murder, and from sud-
den death. ' Increase the fruits of the earth by thy heavenly
benediction, and grant that we receiving thy bountiful li-
berahty, may usc the same to thy glory, the relief of those

that are needy, and to -our own comfort, through ]e;;us
Christ our Lord. Amen.,

A Prayer in Tzwe of Prosvcr'z{/
(I‘rom Jacob’s Ladder by Mr. Hall )

HEesvenry fagher, Lord Qf,plenty, thou who hast, ¢re-
ated the world by thy power, and continuest thy love in thy
providence and proteciion 3 to thee do I render thanks for
my plenty, and to thee do I cffer the sacrifice of my store 3
what I bave is thine, for-the carth is tnine, and all that
therein is, the compass of the world, and they that dwell
therein ; it is thou ouly thaa givest a blessing to the fruits
of theland, to the corn, to the wine, and to the oil. It
is thou only that commandut thy blf*mngs in the store-
houses, and in all that thy. servants do set their hands unta:
Lord, make me one of thy faithfl servnts, that ‘what thou
hast sent me, may be a tesnmoxy of thy love, qnd not of
thy hatred ; make me always to ﬂagmfy thee in the time
of plenty, and not to be high-minded, nor trust in urcer=
tain riches, but in thee the living God ; who givest me all
things richly to enjoy : O suffer me not to treasure up the
deceitful riches of this sidful world, as t}mreby forgr,ttmg to
be rich towards thee; but as ﬁom thy boynty [ receive
these tempora} blescmgs, so in thy mercy make me abound
mn grace “that always havmg suH c1ency in all thmgq I may
abound in cvery good work.

In this my prosperity prepare me for ad versnty, if it shall
please thee at any time to send it unto me ; give me a sense
of the afffictions of many of thy sidints md distresscd get.
“vants; and enlarge my heart, that I may be ready and for-
ward to contribute to their necessitics ; make me to shew
mercy with cheerfulness, and to possess with - thank{ulness
what thou sendest unto me, that I may neither forget thes
in thy peor memberQ, nor dcry thee to be the giver ; let me
never stop mine ears at the cries of the distressed who beg*
‘for rf:hefm the name of thyself, - Thou Lhnst; 'who, wert
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 rich, didst for my sake become poor, that so through thy
poverty thon mightest make me rich : Lord; make me as
willing to e poor for thy sake, always considering that
the vamt. s of ‘the earth are not worthy to be compared to
‘the Tmy that shall be revealed. "Make me labour for heav-
(nly riclics and for the ornament of the hidden man of the
heart, i that whick is not corruptable, even the ornament
of a meck and quict spirit, which is in thy sight of great
pnc Make me, O heavenly Father, rich in thyself, rich
in goad worm, and in faith 3 make me to buy of thee gold
tm:d in the fire, that I may berich; and white raiment,
that I may b\, cloalhcd that the shame of my nakedness
may not appedr,  Let me always remember the great ac-
count which one day I must render to thee, the Lord of
heaven and earth, that so I may serve thee here with m
substance in my body, and in my soul with zeal and de-
votion, and hércafter be received to thine everlasting glory,
through the merits of the Son of thy bosom, Jesus Chnst,
my onl/ Lord and Saviour. ﬁmer

Two Tkmzﬁsngngs fo be used in time of Harvest.

(From the Book of Common Prayer of the Prot Epis. Church inthe U.8)

'Most gracious God,.by whose knowledge the depths
-are broken up and the cbuds drop down'the dew ;3 we yield
thee unfeigned thanks and' prate, as for all thy mercies, so
cqpecmlly for the returns of seed-time and harvest, and for
crowning the year with thy goodness, in the increase of the
ground and the gathering in of the fruits thereof. And
we beseech thee, give us a just sense of this great mer-
cy; such as may appear in our lives, by an humble, holy,
and ‘obedicnt walking before thee all our days, through Je-
sus Christ our Lord ;i to whom with thee and the Holy
Ghost be all glory and honour, world without end.  Amei.

O mosT mezciful Father, who hast blessed the labours of'
the *husbandman in the returns of the fruits of the earth;
we give thee humble and hearty thanks for this thy bounty H
besceching thee to continue thy loving kindness to us ; that
our land may still yicld her increase, to thy glory and ouy
comfort, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  dmen,
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A Family Prayer for the ‘morn'z'ng of a Fust-Day.*

O THou supreme ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords,
we would recollect penitently confess and humble” ourselves -
before thee this day, for all our sins and transgressions ;
that we may earnestly implore the free and full forgiveness
of them, and plead with thee for the blessings of thy prov-
idence and grace.

Help us, O Lord, to perform this reasonable service, in
such a manner that we may meet with thy approbation
and obtain thy blessing.  Blushing and confusion of face
belong unto us, O Lord, for we have forsaken the Lord
that made us, and lightly estcemed the rock of our salva-
tion. We have all sinned, we have done foolishly, from
the least to the greatest of us; neglecting our duty; doing
that which we ought not to have done ; we have added sin
to sin, tifl iniquity might prove our ruin.

Grant unto us, O Lord, this morning, and to thy people
in general, a spirit of true repentance, that'we may be the
better prepared for the public humiliations of the day, and
help us to confess our sins with such contrition of spirit,
and such fixed resolution to forsake them, that we may
have ground to encourage ourselves in thy mercy; for
though our sins, Q@ Lord are too heavy to be borne, theyare
not too many or great to be forgiven.  For thou art the
Lord God, who delightest in mercy 3 with thee there is for-
giveness that thou mayest be feared, and plenteous redemp-
tion that thou mayest be had in reyevence.  Let this be an
acceptable day to thee our God; such a fast as thou hasg
chasen. May our souls be afflicted and humbled, and bow-
2d down, and we cast away our sins with such detestation
and abhorrence that we may never take them up again, nor
have any thing more to do with idols. v ‘

May thy presence go with us to the assembly of thy saints,
and with the deepest solemnity may we present the sacri-
fice of g broken and contrite heart.

We thank thee, heavenly Father, that we are yet in a sit«
ation to perform this reasonable service, that thou' hast not
cast us out of thy vincyard, nor cut us down for our un-

- #This and'the two following prayers are from a Prayer Book for the use
of Families, published in New:Hampshire, .
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friiitfulness. May thy long-suffering prove salvation to uZ,
and the goodness of God lead us to repentance,

We would humbly refer ourselves and all our ¢ohcerns
to thee, and commit them to thy keeping, rejoicing in hope,
that though in this world we have tribulation, in thee we
shall have peace; and that being conducted by thy goed
providence through the changes of hfe, thoi wilt be mer-
ciful with us in the interesting change of death, and ¢ons=
duct us safely to those blessed abodes from whence sorrow
and sighing flee away, where none of the inhabitants shall
say they are sick, nor any need sympathy or compassion;
where glory, honour, thanksgiving and praise, will be in-
cessantly ascribed to Father, Son and Holy Ghost forever:
Amen. :

A Family Prayer for the Evening of & Thimks-
guving-Day.

ALmicETY and most mer¢iful God, be pleased to accept
the praise, and to hear the supplications that have been pre-
sented to thee, this day ; and may all our acts of publig
and private devotion be followed with a blessing.

- 'We give thee thanks, Father of metcies, in a particular
manner for. those blessings, which thou hast been pleased
to bestow upon us, in the course of the present year. Thou
hast graciously cared for us; and the year hasbeen crown-
ed with thy goodness. Thou hast not left thyself without
witness, in that thou hast done good, given us rain from
heaycn, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness. By the influence and blessing of thy good
providence the vallies have been covered with corn, and the
little hills have rejoiced on every.side ; the trees have yield-
ed their fruit, and we have wherewith, now at the close.of
the year to come before thee, our bountiful benefactor, with
a meat and a drink offeting. O that the sweet incense of
pfaise might arise this day, from the altar of every heart,
and come. up before thee with acceptance, being perfumed.
with the meritorious blood of thy Som. ' '

Graciously continue to us, we beseech thee, those mers
¢cies we enjoy, both public and private, and may we be dis-
posed and enabled wisely to improve them. = May we, and
may thy people ever manifest the sincerity of our gratitude.
to thee, for thy great goodmess by cheerfully resigning our-
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gelves to thy will, and constantly living in dbedience to thy*
‘commandments. o g

May the revolving seasons remind us of the rapid flight
of our days : with seriousness may we be frequently contems
plating their end : and while we necessarily labour for the
meat that perisheth, let us noi neglect that which endureth
to everlasting life; but be laying up treasure in heaven,
whither Christ is gone to prepare mansions for his people;
for those mansions may we be prepared, and in the end of
our days receive the end of our faith, the salvation of our
souls.

To thy protecting care we commend zll that we have this.
night. Shield us from danger, and refresh us with goiet
repose 3 and awaken us in thy goodness. .

This our evening sacrifice we offcr in the name of Jesus

- Christ, for whom we thank thee, in whom we hope to bé
found, and to whom, with the Father, and Holy Spirit, b¢
rendered everlasting praises,  Amen.

A Prayer jfor a Family in time of War.
"~ © rTHOU, who rulest without control in the armies of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of earth ; thou givest'
-not account of thy ways to men ; nor may any say unto thee,
what doest thou ¢ Though thou coverest thyself with light
as with a garment, yet as to us thou makest darkness thy
pavillion round about. = By terrible things in righteoutness
dost thou plead with men, and makest thyself known by th
judgments which thou executest. s
Help us O Lord to exercise suitable affections of soul id
our present unhappy and threatening circumstances. Thou
hast permitted enemies to rise up :gainst, to seck our hurt,
and disturb our peaceable enjoyment of this good land which
thou hast givén us :
We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have forfeitéd all our
rercies into thine hinds and deserve thy severest rebukes 3
but what cause have we given to out enemies to justify theif
indignation ? Judge between us and our adversaries, O thot
governor among the nations, and direct us -in defending ouf
righteous causé. - Especially give wisdom to those who are
entrusted with the management of the gieat affairs of theé
nation. May they be ditected of thee, in ‘ilfillihg the
duties of their stations, particulatly at such a time as this.
May integiity and uprightness preserve them, and wisdom
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be betfer to them than weapons of war. - Dispose our eres
inies to reasonable terms of accommodation, and may our
ways be so directed to please thee, that our enemies shali be
at peace with us.  For, O Lord, we deprecate thé effusion
of human blood, and sincerely pray that thou wouldst scatter
the people that delight in war. A

But; O Lord, if thou seest it necessary further to chastise
i1s, and to continue us under- this awful calamity, preserve
s from dissensions, animosities, and divisions among our-
selves ; unite the hearts of. this people as one man, inspiré
them with firmriess, magnanimity and patience ;- form our
generals for counsel and for action’; * go forth with our ar=
mies ; teach their hands to war, and their fingers to fight ;
that they may play the man for their people in the defence
of their invaluable privileges ; and do thou, O Lord, cover
their heads in the day of battle, cfown them with victory;
and make their enemies to be ashamed. |
" Sanctify to us, we "beseech thee, O Lord, the awful ca-

lamity, and prevent the usual immoral effects of such a state
of things. May we, O Lord, from thy judgments learn
fighteousness ; and may we be prepared for a reign of per-
fect peace; and a socicty in perfect concord in thy immedi-
ate presence above. ny L
And, O Lord, we beseech thee, in the midst of all chas-
tening, whether it continue longer or shorter, or however if
may terminate, remember us with spiritual blessings, rain
down righteousnéss upon us; begin and carry on a work of
yeformation, and the mdre we see of troubles, distresses
“and disappointmients here, the more ,jthankf»ul may we be for
that glorious gospel which enables us to look beyond them
to a world of petfect felicity, and the more solicitous, may
we be, to be prepared to join the countless number, in the
- fegions of immortality, in ;iscribing blessing and’ (bonor,
thanksgiving and praise, to him that sitteth on the throne
ind to the Lamb, forever and ever.  dmen.
A Paageér to be used at the Close or Beginning of
. - @ Year:* o
Ereriat Jehovah, whose nature is unchangeable, afid of
tvhose years there is no end ; we bless thee that, amidst gll
*This prayer s taken From # émiall collection of prayers published in

2Q

Ef’attleborough, Vermont.
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the vicissitudes and dangers to which we are subject, thou
makest our lives thy care. Hitherto the Lord hathu helped
u-. Goodness and mercy have followed us all the days of
our lives. We would now particularly call to mind the
mercies of the last year. . Blessed be Ged for .al.l our mer-
cies, personal and relative, temporal and spiritual, with
whick the past year has been crowned. ) (

- To thy care, direction, and blessing we commit ourselves
and each other for the following part of our lives, and espe-
cially for the year ensuing. 'We know not what even a day,
and much less what a year may bring forth; nor would we .
wish to know: It is enotigh for us to be assured that our
times are in thine hands. There we cheerfully leave our-
selves and all our concerns, praying and believing that thou
wilt order all things ‘wisely and graciously for us.

‘We pray, with submission to thy sovereign will, that thou
wouldst continue our lives, and preserve our health and com.
forts to the close of another year. But especially we pray
that thou wouldst prepare us for, and sanctify to us the
events of it, whatsoever they may be. ; :

* We would humbly lament the sins of the year past, as
well as the former sins of our lives. 'We beseech thee, of
thine infinite mercy, to pardon them ; and grant us grace
to watch and strive against the repetition of them.. May.
all old things pass away, and all things become new.

* We desire to begin the new year with God. We would
anew commit ourselves to thy care, and consecrate ourselves
to thy service.  And-having done so, we desire cheerfully
to refer all future events to thine infinite wisdom, and fath-
erly goodness.  As every year which passes brings ‘us
nearer to death and eternity, may it find us better prepared
for our great change,  'We know not but this year may be
our last : God grant that it may be our best. If thou hast .
so decreed that this year any of us should die, O grant that
death may be no terror to us. May we be dying daily to sin
and the present world, so that whenever we quit this mor-
tal life, we may enter upon that infinitely happy one which
shali neverend.  May the close of every year, and every
day find us wiser and better; more happy in ourselves,
more useful to others, and more meet for that world where
days and years shall be unknown, and time shall be no mora.
In thy presence may we all spend a blessed eternity,
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4 ’Prdysrjbr the King, the Rdyal Family, and for
: - all Rulers and Magistrates. ,
(From the Whole Duty of Man.)

ArmicHTY Lord, by whom kings do reign and princes
decree justice, and who hast commanded me to pray for
kings, and for all that are in authority ; I both in duty and
inciination become a petitioner to thy divine majesty for
George thy servant, our king and governor. - Give thy
judgments, O God, unto him, that he may judge thy peo-
ple righteously, and break their enemies in pieces. Bless
him with the spirit of government, to punish the wicked,
and to reward the good. Make him gensible of his duty to
thee, and his subjects obedient to him for thy sake, Fill hig
heart with thy fear'and love, that the righteous may flour-
ish in his days, and abundance of peace, with the liberty
and free profession of the gospel. Defend him from all
secret conspiracies and open violence.  Bless his arms with
success and victory.  Direct his councils, and prosper all
his endeavours for the welfare of these nations; so that his
government may flourish with happiness and. prosperity,
And finally, grant that he may so rule in this earthly king-
dom, that he may come to live and reign with thee in thy
heavenly kingdom tor evermore. I humbly beseech thee,
O Lord, to bless our gracious queen Charlotte, and all the
foyal family : endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them
with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happiness ;
and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom. Bless all our
rulers and magistrates with spirits suitable to their stations 3
and make all that are put in authority under the king truly
and indifferently administer justice, for the punishment of
wickedness and vice, and for the maintenance of thy true -
religion and virtue : endue them with wisdom to under-
stand, with hearts to consider, and with abiliries to repair
the breaches and to redress the grievances of all such as
come before them. And grant that all rulers may so gov-
ern, 4nd subjects so obey, that they may always deserve thy
heavenly grace, assistance, protection, and salvation ; which

"I ask in the name, and for the sake and righteousness of thy
son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, dmen.
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| A4 Prayer for the Clergy.
(From the Whole Duty of Man.)

© Gon, who of thy great goodness hast set apart an or.
der of men on purpose to guide and govern ps, to direct
and assist us in matters of our eternal salvation ; grant, that’
ali those, who dedicate themselves to the service of thy al.
tar, may be inwardly moved by thy holy spirit td take upon
them that sacred miniftration ; that their consciences may
testify to them, that, by engaging in this holy calling, their
chief defign is to serve thee, to promote thy glory, and to
edify thy people. For which end, I humbly pray that they
may make thy word the chief subject of their studies ; that;
they may thence “instruct thy people committed to their
charge, and silence gainsayers ; that they may faithfully
and diligently administer thy holy sacraments j that they may
labour in season and out of season, by private and public ad-
monitions and exhortations ; that they may maintain peace
and love among all christians, and frame themselves and -
their families, according to the preceprs of thy holy gospel.
Grant also that I may always reverence and respect them,
because they have a peculiar relation to thee ; that I may
sincerely love them, because of the benefits I receive by
their administrations ; that I may readily and cheerfully
provide for their maintenance, because the Lord hath ox-
dained that they who preach the gospel shold live of the
gospel, and that he that is taught in the word ought to
communicate to him that teaches in all good things ; that
1 may never rob them of their just rights, by the least sac-
rilegious encroachment ; that I may earnestly pray for them,
because thy divine assistance is so necessary to crown their
labours with success.  And, above all, make me careful to
obey those who have the rule overine ; because they watch
for my soul, as they that must give an account: that'so, by
a faithful discharge of my duty to my spiritual syperiors, T .
may continue a second member of thy church here upon
earth, and may live for ever in the society of the Church
trinmphant in heavan, singing praises and hallelubjahs to
the blessed and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost,  dmen.
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> (From™ Mr. Jexks.)

The Hztﬂzor’s Prayer for himself as a Minister,

0 BLESSED Jesus, my Lord and my God ! what hxgh
honour hast thou done me in calling me to the office which
thou wast pleased to take _upon thyself | who camestnotto
be ministered to, but te minister, and to preach the gospel of
thy kingdom, and teach the way of salvation. Al glory be
to thee, who hast been pleased 6 to dignify me ; but.as
thou thyself, the head of the corner, are t6 scme a stone ‘of
stumbling, and a rock of offence ; so thy messengers are to
them that perish, the savour of death unto death, as well as
to them that are saved, the savour of life unto Irfe. Andif

.thy wise and holy servant asked, Who is sufficient for these
things ¢ well may I, a weak and sinful creature, tremble
under the work of the min‘istry, lest the blood of those that
perish, through my neglect and default, should be required
at my hands’; and lest when I have shewed others the way
to heaven, I myself should be shut out 3 but I look unto
thee, O Lord my hfe, my strength and my Redeemer, who
hast appointed me in this station, to fit me also for it. O thou
that ordainest strength out of the mouths of babes and suck-

" lings, magnify thy power in my weakness ; and shew thyself
so graciously and mightily on my behalf, that I may do all
things as I ought, through Christ strengthening me. O let
me learn from thee what t shall teach concerning thee:
Open my understanding, O Lord, that I may well under-
stand the scriptures, and rightly divide the word of truthj
and be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convince
the gain-sayers. O make us wise to win souls, and watch.
ful over them .as one that must give an account of them ; not
entangling myself in the affairs of this life, but waiting on
my mmxstry 3 taking heed to myself, and to my doctrine ;
studying to’ shew myself approved to God, and thorcughly
furnished to every good work.  Give me skill and conducty
prudently to steer my course through all the difficulties in
my way ; and give me patience and courage to withstand
all affaults and opposition which I have to encourter. ©
my Lord, be with me, and-guide me, and help me, and
strengthen and succour me, now and always, in the great
work lying upon me. Open to me a door of utterance, that
I may speak thy word as [ ought to speak; and make me
falthful and diligent, and successful in my sacred caliing 3
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doing thy work as thy workman, that need not be ashamed ;
not preaching myself, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; nor seek-
ing the praise of men, but the honour of my God yea,
make me an example of all the holy properties, and praise-
worthy practices which I preach to others ; that I may not
Iay upon them-the burdens which I refuse to bear myself ;
But go before, them in the ways which they are to follow :
holding forth the word of life in my convcrsatxon, as well’
s in my doctrine ;- that I may shine with a convincing light
to them ; and not lay a stumbling block before them ; neither
making the heart of the righteous sad, nor strengthcnmg the
hands of the wicked ; nor giving just offence to any, but
approving myself, as far as I am able, useful and beneficial
to all 3 keeping under my body, and bringing it into subjec-
tion, lest that, by any ieans, when I have preached to oth=
ers, 1 myself should be a cast- away.

And, O thou that givest the increase, command a bless-
ing, I pray thee, upon all my studies and endeavours, that
¥ may not spend my strength for nought, nor labour in vain;
but that I may make full proof of my ministry, and be in-
strumental, through thy grace, to convert the unconverted,.
and to build up them that are in any measure sanctified ;
and so, to save myself, and those that hear me, that when
I have finished my course, I may give an account of my
stewardship with joy, and not with grief; and receive the

-crown of nghteousmss at thy hands, not for my merits,
by for thy mercy’s sake, Amen.  Amen.

Lord Baconw’s Prayer.

MosT gracious Lord God, my merciful Father ; my Cre-
ator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. 'Thou, O Lord, soun-
dest and searchest the depths and secrets of all heéarts; thou
acknowledgest the upright of heart; thou judgest the
hypocrite ; thou ponderest men’s thoughts and doings as
i 2 balance ;- thou measurest their intentions as with a
Ene; wvanity and crooked ways cannot be hidden from
thee. Remember, O Lord, how thy servant hath
walked beforé thee; remember what I have first sought,
and what hath been principal in my intentions. - I have lova
ed thy assemblies, I have mourned for the divisions of the
chureh, I have delighted in the brightness of thy sanctuary.

The vine which thy right hand Hath planted in this nation,
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I have ever prayed unto thee, that it might have the first
and the latter rain, and that it might stretch its branches
to the 'seas, and to the floods.  ‘The state and bread of the
poor and o, pressed have been precious in mine eyes ; I hive
hated all cruelty and hardness of heart; I have (tho! /:h i
a despised weed) prowred the good of all men. ‘if anyg
have been my enemies, I thought not of them, nexthe& ‘ﬁath,
the sun set upon my displeasuré, but I have been as a dove,
free from superfluity of maliciousness.'. Thy creatures have
been my books, but thy scriptures muthH more. I haxm
sought thee in courts, in fi:lds, and i n gardens ; but T hay
found thee in thy temples, .“Thousinds have bcen
my sins, and ten thousands my trancgreqsmns, but thy sané=
tifications have remained with me, dnd. my’ heart (through
thy grace) hath been an unqueuched coal upon thine altar.

O Lord, my strength ! 1 have since my youth met
with thee in all my ways, by thy fatherly compassions, by
thy comfortable chastisements, and by thy most visible prove
idence.  As thy favours have encreased upon me, so have
thy corrections ; yet thou hast been always near me. And
ever as my worldly blessings were exalted, thy secret darts
have pierced me ; and when I have ascended before men, §
have descended in humiliation before thee. And now, when
I thought most of peace and honour, thy hand is heavy up-
on me, and hath humbled me according to thy former lov-
ing kindness, keeping me still in thy fatherly school, not as
a basrard, but as a child. ]ust are thy judgments upon me
for my sins, which are more in number than the sands of
the sea ! Earth, heavens, and all these, are nothmg to thy
mercies. Besides my innumerable sins, I confess before
thee, that I am a debtor to thee for the nmciom talent of
thy glfts and graces, which I have neither | putintoa napl\..h
nor put it, as I ought, to exchangersy where it might have
made best profit, but mis-spent it in things for which I wae
least fit; so I may truly say, my soul bath been a stranger
in the course of my pilgrimage. Be meiciful unto me, ;G
Lord, for my Saviour’s sake, and receive me into thy hosoe
or guide me in thy ways,

Prince Eugenc’s Prayer,

O Mt God { Ibelieve in thee, do thou strengthen my be-
Lief 5 Thope in thee, 4o thoy comﬁrm oy hope 5 1 love thes
¥ P ; y 0L
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_'imuchsafe to redouble my love'; I am sorry for my sins, O
increase my repentance ; I adore thee as my first principle,
I desire thee as my last end ; 1 thank thee as my perpetual
benefagtor, 1 call on thee as my supreme. My God! be
vpicjase\ to guide me by thy wisdom, rule me by thy justice,
¢omfay, me by thy mercy, and keep me by thy power; to
thc;l dedicate all my. thought;, words, and actions; that
heng¢forth I may think of thee, speak of thee, act according

to thy will, and suﬂr for thy sake ; Lord, my will is sub.

ject to thme in wh ever thou w1llcst, becaus» it is thy will,
1-baseech thee: ighten my understanding, to give bounds

to thy will, to: ‘unfy may. body, to sanctify my soul ; enable :

ine, O my God}?l o expidte my past offences, to conquer my
future temptattous, to 1;:duce the passions that are too strong
for me, aud to practlce the virtues that become mé. O fill
my heart with a tender remembrance of thy favours, an
aversion for my infirmities, a love for my neighbours, and
3 contempt for the world ; fet me dlso remember to be sub:
missive to my superiors, chautable to my enemies, faithful
to my friends, and indulgent to my inferiors: Oy my God !
belp me to overcome pleasure by mort1ﬁmtxon, covetous-
ness by alms, anger by ‘meekness, and lukewarmness by de-
votion. O God! make me prudent in undertakings, cour-
ageous in dangers, patient under disappointments, and hums
ble in success,  Let me never forget, ¥ Lord ! to be fer-

veitt in prayer, temperate in food, exact in iny employs, and

¢onstant in rhy resolutions.  Inspire me, O Lord | with a
desire to have always a quiet corscicnce, and outward mod-
¢sty as well as inward ; an edifying conversation, and rege
ular conduct 3 let me always apply my:el to resist nature,

to assist grace, to keep thy commands, and deserve to be’

saved. My God ! do thou convince me of a2 meanness of

the earth, the greatness of heaven, the chortness of time,

and the l"nrrth of ctem.ty Granr that I may be prepared

for death, t that I may fear thy judgment, avoid hell and ob-.

hm paradise ; for the sake and merits of my Lord and Sav-
tour Jesus Christ.  Amea.
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PRAYERS FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS:

4 Morning Pmyef fo be wsed by the Masters or
Mistresses; and Scholars., '

(From Mr. Lewis.)

Praisep be the Lord, from the rising tp of the sun to

the going down of the same. Thou art our God, and we
will praise thee : Thou art our God and we will thank thee.
. Thou hast made us after thine own image; thou daily
preservest and providest for us : Thou hast redeemed us by
the precious blood of thy dear Son; thou hast given us thy
holy word for our direction, and promised thy Holy Syirit for
our assistance : Thou hast ralsed up to us fricads and bene-
factors, who have taken care of our education and instruc-
tion ; thou hast brought us together again this morning, to
teach ahd to learn that which may be profitable to us. _
~ For these and all thy favours spirinial and temporal, our
“souls do bless and magnify thy holy name; humbly beseech-
ing thee to accept this our morning sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. '
~ And do thou, O Lord, who hast safely brought us to the
beginning of this day, defend us in the same by thy mighty
power ; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither
run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may
. be ordered by thy goVernance, to do always that which is
righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Particuiarly we beg thy blessing upon out present under-
§aking. Pievent us, O Lord, in all our.'domgs, Wltl:l thy
most gracious favour, and further us with thy continual

help, that in these and all our works, begun,.continued and
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and ﬁqally by
thy mercy obtain everlasting life, thiough Jesus Christ our
Lorgd. .
We humbly acknowledge, O Lord, the great imperfection
and disorder both of our minds, and of our lives ; that we aré
unable ‘to help ourselves, and unworthy thy a‘ssistanf:e‘. Rut
we beseech thee, through the merits of our blessed Red\.:v.m-
er, to par‘don,our offences, to enlightep our understandings,
te strengthen our memorics, to sanctify our hearts, and to

£R
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guide our lives, Help us, we pray thee, tolearn and to pracs
tice those thifigs which are good, that we may become seri=
ous christians, and useful in the world ; to the glory of thy
great name, the sanctification of those who have so kind1y
provided for our souls and bodics, and our own present and
future well-being. .

Bless and defend, we besecth thee, from all their enemies,
our most gracious Sovereign Lord King George, and all the
royal family.  Let thy blessings be also bestowed upon zll
those in authority under his majesty in church and state ;
as also upon all our friends and benefactors; particular'y
those who are concerned in the care of this school.  Pros-
per thou the works of their hands : O Lord, prusper thou
their handy-work.

These prayers, both for them and ourscllves, we humbly
offer up in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
concluding in his most perfect form of words,

Qur Father, &c.

An Evening Prayer to be used by the Masters of
Mistresses, and Scholarss
(From Mr. Lewis.) -

AccerT, we beseech thee, O Lotd, our evening sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving for all thy goodness and loving.
kindness to us ; particularly for the blessings of this day, for
thy gracious protection and preservation, for the opportuni-
ties we have enjoyed, for the instruciion and improvement
of our minds, for all the comforts of this life, and the hope
of life everlasting, through Jesus Christ our Redcemer.

We humbly acknowledge, G Lord, that we are altogeth
er unworthy of the least of all thy favours; that we cons
tinually fall short of our duty, and have too often transs
gressed thy holy laws,

Forgive, most merciful Father, we humbly pray thee, all
the errors and transgres:ions which thou hast beheld in us
the day pust 5 and help us to express our unfeigned sorrow
for what has been amiss. by our cure to amend its _

What we know nct, do thou teach us ; instruct us allin
the particulars of our duty, both towards thee, and towards |
men; and give us grace always to do those things which
are geod and well-pleasing in iby sight, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, “ ,
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Whatsoever good instructions have been here givenus this
day, grant that they may be carefully remembered, and du-
ly followed ; and whatsoever good desires thou hast put in-
1o any of our hearts, grant that by the assistance of thy
grace they may be brought to good effect, that thy name
may have the honour, and we, with those who are assistant
to us in this work of our instryction, may have comfort at
th- day of account, through our Loxd and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Lishten our darknessy we beseech thee, O Lord, and by
thy zreat mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night continue to us the blessings which we enjoy,
and helP ts to testify cur thankfulness for them, bya due
use and improvemsat of ther. '

Bless and defend, we bescech thes, £-om all their enemies,
our most gractous Sovereign Lord King George, and all the
royal family, ' '

Bless also all those i authority in church and state, to-
gether with all our fiiends and benefactors, particularly

“those who are concerned in the care of this school, for
whom we are bound in especial manaer to pray.  DBless thig
and all other schools for religivus and truly christian educa-
tion. And direct and prosper all plous endeavours for the
propagation of thy gospel, and promoting christian knowl-

- edge in the world. ) : )

These prayers and praises we: bumbly offer up to thy di-
vine majesty, through the mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ
our Lord ; in whose holy name and words we sum up all
our desires. '

Our Father, &c.

Morning Prayer, proper for a School*

ArmvicuTY and everlasting God, Creator and Preserver
of all mankind, be pleased to accept our thanks for every
mercy, and especially for having preserved us through an-
other night : grant thy blessing upun the several tasks ase
signed us this day : grant that cvery evil aqd corrupt affec-
tion may be subdued in us, and that our minds may be duly
prepared to learn those things which for our profit may be

*This and the following prayer are {rom a short Catechism printed ag
Panbury Connecticut, - r
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taught : give us a laudable ambition to excelin those studieg
which shall make us honorable to our parents and friends,
useful to curselves and our fellow-creatures ; ornaments of
thy church and kingdom here on the earth, and mect par-
takers of everlasting happiness in the world to come. Thesg
things, and whatever else thou shalt see negessary and cone
yenient for us, we humbly beg. in the name and j; pcr the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in compassion to our infir-
miities kath taught us to prays saymg,
Gur Father, &ec.

An Evening Prayer jor a School.

ArmicuTy God, our heayenly Father, we implore thy
blessing upon us this night, and thy gracious protection tg
defend us from evil.  As it is from thee that every good
and perfect gift cometh, so we implore the illumination of
the Holy Spirit to enlighten the minds of the youth now
assembled in this house, which is set apart for instruction
in thy holy word, as well as in various branches of human
learning. Enduc them with a teachable disposition, a retena
tive memory, clearness of judgment, sweetness of ter pet,
love for one another, and a desire to profit by all the means
of acquiring knowledge afforded them by thy good provi~
dence  And enable thy servant, O Lord to do the duty of
the office wherein be is placed, that 50, the youth, commit-
ted to his charge, may make progress in their several stud-
ies, and increase in favour with God and man, to the glory
of thy great name, and their own happiness and comfort 3
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught us to pray

in his prevailing name, and most perfca,t and acceptable
form of woxrds, saying,

Qur Father, &c.

A Prayer o be used before the Explanation of the
Caltechism. '
(From the Liturgy of the Reformed Dutch Church.)

O ueavency Father, thy word is pe;fecs, ceaverting the
soul, a sure testimony, making wise the simple, enlightening
the eyes of the blind, and a powerful means unto salvation,
for all those who beheve. And whereas we are not only
blind by nature, but even incapable of doing any good : and
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alsa sinice thou wilt help none, but thoze who are of a broken
and .eontrite heart 5 we beseech thee to enlighten our un-
derstanding with thy Holy Spirit, and give us a meek heart
free from all haughtiness and carnal knowledge, that we
may, hearing thy word rightly understand it, and regulate
our life accordingly : Be graciously pleaséd to convert -all
those who still stray from thy truth, that we may together
with them, unanimously serve thee in true holiness and
righteousness all the days of our life.
We ask all these things for Christ’s sake, who hath thus
taught us to pray in his name, and promised to hear us. '
Our Father, &c.

A Prayer to be used afiler the Explanation of ihe
Catechism. '

O cracious God, and merciful Father, we give thee
hearty thanks that it hath pleased thee, not only to take us
into thy covenant, but also cur hitle children, which theu
hast not only sealed unto them, by thy Loly baptism, but yet
daily sheweth, when thou perfectest thy praise cut of their
mouths, thus to cause the wise world to biash : We beseech
thee, increase thy grace in them, that they may always grow
up and increase in Christ thy Son s till they acquire their
perfect manly age in all knowledge and righteousness  Give
‘us grace, that we may educate them, as thou hast com-
manded us, in thy knowledge and fear, that by their godli-
ness the kingdom of Satan may be destroyed, and the king.
dom of Jesus Christ strengthened in this and other congre-
gations, to the glory of thy holy name, and their etcrnal sal-
vation, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

A Prayer to be used by Parents for their Children,
) (From Bishop Taylor.)

O aumicaTy and most merciful Father, who hast prom-
ised children as a reward to the righteous, and hast give
en them to me as a testimony of thy mercy, and an e~
gagement of my duty ; be pleased to be a Father unto them,
and give them healthful bodies, understanding souls, and
sanctified spirits, that they may be thy scrvants. and thy
children, all their days. Leta great mercy and providence
lead them through the dangers and temptations, and igne-
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rances of their youth, that they may never run into folly,
and the evils of an unbridled appetite. So order the acci-
dents of their lives, that by good education, careful tutors,
holy example, innocent company, prudent counsel, and thy
restraining grace, their duty to thee mav be secured in the
midst of a \ crooked and untoward generation ¢ and if it seem
good in thy eyes, let me be enabled to provide convenient):
or the support of their persons, that they may not be des-
titate and miscrable at my death 3  or, if thou shalt call nie
off from this world by an early summons, let their portion
be thy care, mercy, and providence over their bodies and
souls, and mzy they never live vicious lives, nor die violent
or untimely deaths; but let them glorify thee here with a
free obedience, and ¢ Pe duties of a whole life, that when they
Tave scrvedthee in their generations, and have profited the
christian commonwealth, they may be co-heirs with Jesus,
in the glories of thy eternal kmgdom, through the same oug
Lord _]csus Christ.” Amene

By NMasters of Families or Tutors.
’ (From Bishop Taylor.)

O srmrerTy God, merciful and gracious, have mercy
zpon my family, (or puplls )commltted to my charge : sanc-
my the m with thy grace, preseryet them with thy provxdcnce,

ward them from all evil by the custody of angels, direct
mew in the ways of peace and ho]y religion by the conduct
of thy Holy opmt and conqga them all with the participa-
tion of thy blessings and graces m this world, with healthful
Bodies, with good unugrstandmfrs and S’lﬂCtlﬁF‘d spirits, to
afull fruition of thy glories hf-'reatter, throuch thy blessed
Smn, our dear Redeemer.  Amer, ,

For cwr Pairons and Benefuctors,

(Irom Eishop Taylor.)

- O armrcaTy God, fountaim of all good, and all excel-
Jency, both of men and mwels, extend hy abundmt favour
and loving-kindness to my patron, to all mygfncnds and bez=
efactors. Rcwam them, and make them plentiful recom-
pence for all the good svhich, by tHy merciful providence,
they have conveyed to me.  Let the light of thy counte-
pance shine upon them, and let them never come into any
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affliction or sadness, but such as may be an instriment of
thy glory, and their eternal comfort.  Forgive them all their
sins 3 let thy blessed Spirit preserve them from all deeds of
darkness : Let thy mmlstenng angels guard their persons
- from the violence of the spirits of ddrkness: And thou,
who knowest every degree of their necessity by thy infinite
wisdom, give supply to all their needs by thy glorious mer-
cy, preserving their persons, sanctifying their hearts, and
]eading them in the ways of righteousness by the waters of
comfort, to the land of efernal rest and glory, through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer to be used cither by a Father or Iother
Jor their Children.

" O Lorp, maké me 4 kind and tender parent, troly care-
ful and solicitous to promote the welfare and happmess of
my children. Let thy good spirit assist me to form in their -
tender minds the prmmples of virtue and 1e1wlon, to teach
them to remember thee, their Creator, in the days of their
youth, and to bring them up in thy fear and love : Let me
make 1t my constant care and endeavour to wean them from
all pride and vanity, and to sct before them the example of
2 holy and religious life.

O let the powerful eflicacy of thy good met 100t cut of
their hearts all corrupt and sinful affections ; and instead
thereof, do thou sow the incorruptable seed of mygrace,
that they may become partokers of thy divine nature, and
fnay bring forth in their lives the fruits of rrrnteousness and-
true holiness.

Defend them, O Lerd, Tbeseech thee against the evils
and temptations of this world and grant that they may
never be led away by the wicked customs and examples, the
* Justs and vanities of it 5 but obediently keeping thy Loly
will and commandments, and walking 1 the same all the
days of their lives, they may be i inctruments of thy glory, by
doiig good in their generations 5 and after they have s served
thee faithfully in this world, they may heresfter be madé
partakers of everlasting lmppin%s in that which is to come,
through Jesus Christ cur Lord.  Amen.
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A Prayer for one intrusted with the Educaiion of
Children.
(Trom Bir. Whicefield.)

O sLessED Jesu who gatherest ¢hy lambs i1 thy bosom,
and didst solemnly command thy servant Peter to feed thy
Lambs; grant I may shew that I love thee more than all
things, by doing as thou hast commanded hirn.

Yord, who am I or what is in me, that thou shouldst thus
put honour upon me, in making ine any way instrumental
to the preparing souls for thee 7 O Saviour, I have sinined
against heaven, and am no more worthy to be called thy
son, much less to be employed in the service of thy chil-
dren.  But since thou hast been pleased in me to shew
forth all thy mercy, and hast called me by thy good Provie
dence to this blessed work, grant that I may always remem.
ber, that the little flock committed to my charge, are bought
with the price of thy own most precious blood. And let it
therefore be my meat and drink, to feed them with the sin-
cere milk of thy word, that they may grow thereby.

To this end, T bescech thee of thy free grace, first to
convert my own soul, and cause me to become like 3 little
child myself, that from an experiment:]l knowledge of my
own corruptions, | may have my spiritual scrises exercised,
to discern the first emotions of evil that may at any time
arise in their hearts.

O give me, I beseoch thee, a discerning spirit, that I may
¢earch, and try, and examine the different tcmpéfs of their
sin-sick souls 5 and, like @ skilful physician, apply healing
or corrosive medieines, as their respective maladies shall
' require. ’

Gracious Jesu, let punishing be always my strange work ;
and, if it be possit'e, grant that they may be- all drawn to
their duty, as I would he drawn my clf by the cords of love.
Jind when Iam obliged to correct them, grant that it may
not be to shew my =othority, or gratify a corrupt passion,
but purely out of the some motive from which thou dost
correct us, to miake them portakers of thy holiness.

Ob 't keep me, I beseech thee, from being angry without
acause: Fermit me not rashly to be proveked by the infirm-
itics of their infant years; but grant that I may shew all
fong-suffering towards them: and by exercising such fre-
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qurnt acts of patience and forbearance, grant, I myself ma#
Jearn the meekness and gentleness of Christ

O thou who taughtest thy disciples how to pray, pout
down, I beseech thee, the spirit of grace and supplicaticn
into their hearts; that at all times, and in all places, they
may both desire and know how tg, call upon thee by dili=
gen prayer. o :

Father, into thy hands I commend my own and their
spirits : ook down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi-
ness, and bless them from thy holy hill. v

Keep them, Oh keep them unspotted from the world ;

grant they may fly youtnfual lusts, an:d remember thee, their
Creator, in the days of their youth.  Train them, I bescech
thee, in the way wherein they should go; and when they
are old, let them not depart from it.
- O thou, who did-t sanctify Jeremiah from the womb,
and calledst young Samuel betimes, to wear a linen ephod
before thee, sancuify their whole spirits, souls and bodies,
and preserve them blameless, till the second coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. '

O thou, who didst endue Solomon with grace to choose
wisdom before riches and honour, incline their hearts to
rnake the same choice of thee, their only good 3 and may
they always renounce 2nd triumph over the lust of the fiesh,
the lust of the eye. and the pride of life.

Finally, do thou, O bleessed Jesu, who at twelve years
old was found in the temple, sitting among the doctors,
both hearing them and asking them questions, grant that
these children may love to tread the courts of thy house,
and have their ears opened betimes, to receive the disciplire
of wisdom, that so. if it be thy good . pleasure, to prolong
the time of their pilgrimage here on earth, they may shine
as lights in the world ; or if thou seest it best, to bring down
their strength in their journey, and to shorten their days,
they may be early fitted by purity of heart, to sing eternal
hallelujahs to thee, the Father, and the Holy Ghost, in the

- kingdom of heaven for ever.

Grant this, O Father, for thy dear Son’s sake, Christ Jes

sus, our Lord. Amen. Amen ‘

o]
R 2
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A Child’s Prayer, for betier ability to Pray.
(From Dr. Watts.)

BLESSED lord, most high and most holy, who dost not
despise the langusge of children, but delightest to see them
coming to bow before thy throne, and seek thy favor. O
may thy Holy Spirit instruct me to pray, and help all my
endeavors to learn and practice this duty. Let me know
and adore thy majesty and thy mercy; shew me my sins,
and help me to confess them. Give me a deep and hearty
sense of my wants for both soul and body, and enable me to
express them before thee.  Assist me to plead with thee for
mercies, and to trostin thy love.  Raise my heart (o thank-
fulness for all the blessings I receive, and teach me to offer
the sacrifice of praise. l.et the name of Jesus be my hope,
who pleads in heaven for such poor children as I am, even
when they know not how to pray for themselves. T desire
to honour and love him, and give hima everlasting praises.
Admen,

A Troyer that may be used for and with Prisoners.

vl

(From e Book of Common Prayer of the Prot. Epis. Churchin the U. 8)

O Gop, who sparest when we deserve punishment and
in thy wrath rememberest mercy 3 we humbly beseech thee,
of thy goodness, to comfort and succour all those who are
under reproach and misery in the house of bondage ; cor-
rect them not in thine anger, neither chasten them in thy
sore displeasure.  Give them a right understanding of thema
selvee, and of thy threats and promises ; that they may nei-
ther cast away their confidence in thee, nor place it any
whezre but in thee. Relieve the distressed, protect the -
nocent, and awaken the guilty : and forasmuch as thou a-
lone bringest light out of darkness, and good out of evil,
grant that the pains and punishments which these thy ser-
vauts endure, through their bodily confinement, may tend
to setting free their souls from the chains of sin ; through
Jesus Christ cur Lord.  dmen.
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A Prayer that may be used with condemned Pris-
oners by those who wisit them.

O Gob, who desirest not the death of a sinner, but rather
that he should be converted and live, shew pityon 2l who
neither pity nor pray for themszlves, Grant that they may
seriously consider their miserable condition, b- fore all oppor-
tumities of being reconciled to thee be removed far from
them,

‘With the eyes of thy tender compassion look down on
all those who are .feprived of liberty, and suffer the calami-
tics and hardships of imprisonment : Pity their distress, raise
them up friends, and seud them relicf 3 and grant that their
adversity may lead them iuto a serious consideration of their
ways, and prove a nappy means of their salvation.

Especially, we entreat thee, O Lord, to regard in the mul-
titude of thy mercies, these poor creatures, whose sins have
brought them to shame; and their transgression cof thine
and their country’s laws has procured the sentence of death
to be passed upon them,

Be thou plea ed, O fountain of grace, and author of alf
good, powerfully to aifscr their conscicnce with a deep sense
of their guilt, and awful apprehension of the vengeance
they have deserved. Help them to comsider, in this time
of their adversity, all the evil of their ways, to reflzct upon
and call to mind all their past offences.

Grant them true contrition and humiliation, and endue
them with that godly sorrow, which worketh rzpentance
unto life never to be repented of.  Help them to remember
thy exceeding patience and long-sgﬂ’cringy that they are
hitherto spared, to the intent they might have ‘space.anfi en-
couragement to repent of their sinsand amex}d‘ th_e_lr lives:
Whereas hadst thou been strict to mark thelr iniquities, and
severe to punish, they might have begn struck dead in the
act of sin, and plunged in @ moment 1ito t'hose dre_adful tor-
ments, « which are’prepared for the devil and his angels,”
and are appointed for ungedly men in the invisible world,
Cause them to admire this divine goodness, and to mourn
that they have so heniously abused it. ) “

May they think not only of those particular crimes, which

brought ¢hewm to this place, and this sad "Condition; but of
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all those steps, which-led them on to, and prepared them
for, this ruin.

For all these things may they mourn and grieve with un.
feigned sorrow and penitental tears, if peradventure -the
Lord will yer have mercy upon them—and grant, O gra-
cious God, that their gricf may not be so much for the mi-
scry they endure at present, and the shameful death they
are shortly to suffer, as for the greatness of their guilt, and
the dungerous state of their precious souls : may they be in.
finitely more concerned about the soul that never dies, than
about the frail cerrup ible body. 7

Help them sincerely; and from the heart, to forgive their
prosecutors, and such as bore witness against them ; to be
1n perfect charity with all men, and not repine at the instru-
ments, but own the juftice of hcaven.

Enable them with due patience and submission, to endure
what they have brought upon themselves, not complaining
and murmuring, but readily acknowledging, that while they
are out cf hell, their punishment is less than they have de-
served. ' )

M.y they not harden their hearts, or endeavour either te
conceal orlessen ary part of thewr crimes, but readily and
fully confess the whole truth.  And if they all or either of
them have been privy to any other wickedness, which hes
hitherto been concealed, meay they now evidence the sinccri-
ty of their repentance, by discovering any such wickedness,
and detecting their conipanions thercin.  Thus we pray
that their repentance may be true and genuine, and such as
shall be accepted to eternal salvation.

Awaken them to the duty of fervent and earnest prayer,
that so they who have hitherto lived withour Ced in the
world, and been strangers at the throne of gr.ce, may now
with strong cries and incessant importunity solicit mercy
and draw down grace and forgivencss to the relief of their
soul.

Grant their repentance and faith to be such, as, through
the merits of our Redeemer and Lord, shall be accepted to
their eternal salvation. Work in them, we beseech thee,
such an abhorrence of sin, such an approbation and love of
holiness, and such strong resolutions of obedience, were they
again to be put to the trial, as thou in thy great wisdom and
~ mercy shall see fit to approve ; that so their cerrupt uature
being thoroughly (ranged, and they become new creatures,
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#hey may be capable of thy favour, and the blessings of e-
ternal life.

Give them a lively and effectual faith in thy Son Jesus
Christ.  And tho’ the remembravce of their sins may fll
their souls with dread and horror, yet do thou, G Lord,
convincs them that their sins are not greater than thy mercy
can pardon. nor greater than the blond of thy Son can make
satisfaction for, if they repentand turn unro thee.

Have mercy upon and comfort their unhappy relations.
And make the cxecution of justice on ri2s2 poor creatures a
terror 0 oters, that o noae may venture on the broad way,
which leadzth to misery and destruction.

Thas, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee that their confine=
ment and senrence to this untimely and ignominious death
may be a benefit to themselves, by preventing their progress
in sin, and administering motives to their effectual repen.
tance 5 that so the death of the body may be the life of the
soul, and their sufferings in this world the means of their
happiness in the other. Aad may it be a benefit to the world

_al:o, by terrifying other sinners out of the service of the de-
vil, and puiting them on immediate- and effectual amend-
ment.

To thy boundless compassion, O rich fountain of grace
and goodness, we commit them ; have mercy upon them,
have mercy upon them ! Let them suffer all in this world,
and accepr of their death as a2 just punishment for their sins 3
a..d throuzh the precious blood and prevailing merits of the
blessed Jesus, who died for the chicf of sinners, let them be
delivered from sufferings in the other world.

In his name, the refuge of the guilty, and comfort of the
distrzesed, we cry for mercy, mercy ! 'I'o whom with thee,
O Father, and the Holy Spirit of grace and sanctification, be
ascribed, as 1s most due, all glory, honour, adeoration, and
praise, both now and for ever.  dmen.

Our Father, &c.

A Prayer for Imprisoned Deltors.

(From the Book of Common Prayer of the Prot. Epis. Churchin the ¥1. 83

MosT gracious God, look down in pity and compassion
upon these thine afflicted servants, who are fallen under the
misery of a close restraint.  &ive them always a deep sense
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af their Lm, and of thy fatherly love and - correction ; and
the more their confinement presseth hard upon them, the
smore let the comforts of thy grace and mercy abound to-
wards them.  Give to their creditors tenderness and com-
pm,xon and to them a meek and forgiving spirit towards
uil those who have confined them, and a full purpose to re-
pair all the injuries and lgsses which others have sustained
by them.  Raise them up friends to pity and releave them,
gve them the continual comfort of thy countenance here 3
and 50 53 anctify their afflictions, that they may work for them
an eternal weight of glovy, through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord.  Amen,

A Prayer lo be used by Debtors, and all Persmzs
oblized either by Crime or Contract.

(From Bxshop Taylor )

O ALMIGHTY God who art rich unto all, the treasure
and fountain of all good, justice, mercy, and bounty, to
whom we owe all that we are, and all that we have, bemg thy
debtors by reasen of our sing, and by thy own gracious con-.
iract made with us n ]esus Christ 3 teach me firss to perform
“2jl my obligations to thee, both of duty and thankfulness ;
and next, enable me to pay my duty to all my friends, and my
debts to ali my creditors, that none he made miserable, or less-
ened in his estate by his kindness to me, or traffic with me,
Forgive me all. those sins and irregular actions, by which I
entered into debt farther than my necessity required, or by
which such necessity was brought upon me + Let not them
suffer by occasion of my sin. Lord reward all their kind-
ness into their bosoms, and make them recompence where
¥ cannot, and make me very willing in all that I cdn, and,
able for oll that Iam obliged to 5 or, if it seem good in thine
eyes to afflict me by the continuance of this condition, yet
wake it up by some means to them, that the prayer of thy.

servant n.:Ly obtain of thee » at least, to pay my debt in bles-
.mz-’ A 51€31.

- Lord, s.mctuy and forgive all that T have tempted to evil
by my discourse, or my example 3 instruct therm in the rxght
way whom I have led to error, and let me never run farther
on the score of sia 5 but do thou blot out all the evils L have
1onc, by the spunge of thy passion,  and the bleod. of thy
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cross 3 and give me a deep and excellent repentance, a free
and gracious pardon, that thou mayest answer for me, O
Lord ; and enable me to stand upright in judgment ; for in
thee, O Lord, have I trusted, let me never be confounded.
Pity and instruct me, guide and support me, pardor and save

me, for my sweet Saviour Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.

A Prayer to be used by a Prisoner for Deli.

ArmicuTy God, just and holy in 2ll the dispensations of
thy providence to the children of men ; the difficulties and
sorrows 1 labour under in this close coufinement, are pers
fectly known to thee, who dost succour the miserable, and
help the friendless. O Lord, I most sorrowfully confess,
that I have deserved to suffer much greater punishments,
and to feel the severities of thy wrath and displeasure. For
I have abused my liberty, and neglected my duty. I have
gone contrary to thy holy will, and refused to obey thy wise
and righteous laws. I do therefore most humbly desire to
submit to thy all-wise disposal, and patiently to wait for
that time, which thou shalt think best for my enlargement.
Let me receive this melancholy restraint, as a just punish-
ment for my sins, and grant that others may be warned by
my example. _

Let me in these disconsolate circumstances, have the
comfort and direction of thy Holy Spirit:  Assist me, O
God, in calling my ways to remembrance ; in examining
into the state of my soul; in repenting and humbling my-
sclf before thee ; and in reconciling myself to thee my of-

, fended God.

Let me highly prize the holy scriptures, and follow the
divine instructions to be learnt from them. . Grant that the
promises and threatenings therein contained, may poiver-
fully work in my soul a firm and vigorous resolution of
obeying thee.

Wean my mind from all carnal and vain delights; and
be-thou pleased to suit my desires to the straitness and diffi~
culty of my circumstances, and give me a perfect resignation
to thy holy will.

Thou, U God, ¢ lovest righteousness, and hatest inigui-
tys” and thy holy word makes it a part of the character of
the wicked, to *¢ borrow and not to pay 2gain ;" let it be
therefore my study and care to content and satisfr my crad-

>



886

#kn
ftors to the utmost of my power. O keep me from ali
thoughts of using a prison to conceal my debts, and there-
by defraud my creditors of their just duz: for I know that
by so doing, 1 shall entsil a curse on myself and family ; for
how can I hope for a blessing from thee, when I make use
of sinful methods to provide for myself and them. ?

Touch the hearts of my creditors with a sense of my
misery and trouble, and dispose them to accept of such sat-
isfaction as I am able to make, that T may be discharged out
of this miserable confineme. t, if it be thy good pleasure.

And after my discharge, let thy good providence direct
me to such honest ways of getting, and so bless me in my
lawful endeavours and undertakings, that I may bein a
condition to pay them what shall be behind, and fully sat-
isfy their just demands; knowing that notwithstanding my
discharge, and though I am out of the reach of huinan laws
in this respect, yet my duty and obligation in équity are
still the same.  But if thou shalt think fit to deny me this
request, do thou,- O God, make up their Joss in such way
and manner as thou pleasest.  Hear me, O Lord, fer the
soke of thy Son Jesus Christ, our only mediator and advo-
cate.  Ldmen.

A Prayer before a Journey,
(From Bishop Taylor.)

O stmreuTy God, who fillest all things with thy pre-
sence, and art a2 God afar off, as weil as near at hand ; thou
didst send thy angel to bless Jacob in his journey, and didst
lead the children of Israel through the Red Sea, making it
a wall on the right hand, and on the left; be pleased to let
thy angel go out before me, ‘and guide me in my journey 3
preserving me from danger of robbers, from viclence of en-
emies, from sudden and sad accidents ; from fills and er
Y018 5 prosper my journey to thy glory, and to all my inno-~
cent purposes ; and preserve me fromall sin, that I may re-
turn in peace and holiness, with thy favour and thy bless«
ing, and may serve thee with thankfulness and obedience
all the days of my pilgrimage.  Aud, at last, bring me to
thy country, to the celestial Jerusalem, to dwell in thy house;
and tosing thy praises for evers Admen.
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A Prayer before a Journey.

(me 1dr. Nelson:)

. ArMicHTY God, in whom all thmgs hvc, move, and
bave their being; who dost govern all thirigs by thy wise
p\owdence and whose protection is my only deience and
security 5 I humbly beseech thy diviae Majusty, to give thy
holy angels charge over me m the j urazy § am now about
to undertake. Let no tumptatxon that may offer itszif, pre-
vail upon me to transgre:s any of thy holy laws; Luc let
the power of thy grace sccure mein ali those places and
companiss where my occasivns shall lead me.  Let not the
freedom and liberty of conversition at suvn trn\,s, make me
foxgut those rules wluch my ehriiian profesrion obl'ws me
to; neither let the kindness and nospitality of others bitra
me to the least excess, either in eating vr dnnking. D ﬁ,nd
me from thieves and robbbrs, that liz 11 wait to exerei
of violence ; and protect me from all d‘m'“rs and evi accle
dents which m: y d1 turb or afinoy me. Preserve iy Lolng
out, and my coming in; let my p\cwlduuc, be my yuard,
thy grace my defcncc, and thy choqeu self my pomon, both
now and for evermore; througl jesus Christ our Lord:
Amen.

275

A Thanksgioing after a Journey.

ALMIGHTY God, upon whom all things depend who
r\.deumcth our life from destructlon, who crowneth us with
Yoving kindness and tender mercies, who is greatly to be
praiscd, and whose greatness is uwsearchable ; blessed be
thy holy name, that thou hast brought me safe to the ead
of my journey ; that thou hast preseived me from innumer-
able accid nts and dangers, to which I have been ¢ xposed:
It is of thy mercy that my health has been continued to me,
noththstandm tho% varluus cnrcumftir‘ces that mu\nt
have impaired it. It 1s of thy goodness that nc evil med
have made any dssault upon me, when otiiers have sufforad
by their unjust violence. It is from thy providince, . thur I
have b-en pxotccted from falls, so that not one bone is by ‘04
ken. How many | unforeseen dangers, O Lord, hast theu
ddxverud me from ! And how many that have threacen d

hast thou over-ruled | Lord, thou hast nude me glai
27T
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through the operation of thy hands, and I will triumph in
thy praise : and let my heart be always ready to express my
thankfulness, not only by my words, but by my life, in be.
ing more obedient to thy holy commands. Continue thy
goodness to me, thatl, whom thou hast preserved, may
serve thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of my
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer before e Journey.
(From Mr. Jenks.)

O Logrp, thou art the same God in 2ll places, and no
where can 1 go, but thou art there. Both at home and
abroad, on my way «nd at the end thou art ever with e,
by thy universal presence of grace, and thy good Spirit to
conduct and guide me centinuzlly 3 to protect and save me
from all dangers and mischicfs 5 and to make my way pros-
perous, and all my affairs saceessful. O let the blessing of
the Lord follow me, ard rest upou me and preserve my going
out and my coming in, and never leave me nor forsake me,
but be my God and guide this day, in all this journey, and all
my life long, whick is but a pii rimage and pascage through
this woild, in which Ian: continuzlly hastening home to the
period of all my travels, to the place where I must take up
and dwell for ever  © yocd God, make me continually
mindful of that passage, and of that journey’s end ; and
keep me from sinful wand: rings, snd those worst of falls,
to fall from my God. Take ¢are of ine, I neseech thee, and
lead me and keep me, and help me ; and after all my mo-
tions here, O bring me safe at last to thy hely hill, and to
thy beavenly rest, to the blessed end of my faith, the ever-
lasting salvation of my soul, through the greatness of thy
mercy to me in thy dear Son, my gracious Lord, and only
Daviour Jesus Christ, Amen.

Upon your safe return from o Journey.
(From the Pious Country Parishioner.)

ALL glory be to thee, O God, who hast preserved and
kept me from the perils of the way 3 from broken bones or
bruised limbs, and every evil accident : O £ill my heart with
a grateful sense of thy goodness, and erable me so to pass
through all the affairs of my life, that my soul may have
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peace, and thy name the praise, ,through Jesus Christ.

Amei,

A Prayer for the safety of a Person or Persons

gomg to Sea.
(;F;'om the Bookof Common Prayer of the Prit. Epis. Churchin the U.S.)

O rrErNal, God, who alone spreadest out the hedv-
¢ns, and rulest the yaging of the sea; we commend to thy
almighty protection, by servant, for whose preservation on
the great decp our prayevs are desired.  Guard him, we
beseech thes, from the dangers of the sea, from sickness,
from the violence of enemies, and {rom every evil to which
he may be exposed. Conduct him in safety to the haven
where he would be, with a yrateful sense of thy mercies,
through Jesus Christ our Lerd. Amen, ‘

A Thanksgiving for a safe return from sea.
(From the Book of Common Prayer ofthe Prot. Epis. Churchin the U. 8%

Most gracious Lord, whose mercy is over all thy
works ; we praise thy holy name, that thou has been pleas~
ed to conduct in safety, through the perils of the great deep,
thy servant, who together with us desires to return his
thanks unto thee: May he be duly sensible of thy merciful
providence towards him, and ever express his thankfulness
by a holy trust in thee, and obedience to thy laws, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Prayer to be used by one engaged (or likely to
' be engaged ) in a Lawsuit,
(From the Whole Duty of Man.)

AvmicaTY God, to whom all judgments belong, to thee
1 subMit myself, in the cause wherein I ami [Jikely fo b¢] en<
gaged : Convince me, if Iam under any mistake ; direct and
assist me under all the ditliculties and incumbrances which
I may mect with; and in thy good time put a happy and
peaceable end to the business which I [[{m about to under-
take, or]have begun. Grant me that wisdom from above,

which is peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated ; that
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laymg aside all fondness and partiality, I may Lonm\uaHy
practice that christian law, of doing as I would that others
should do unto me: so that, contendxrg for right more than
victory, nothing may be done through’ ‘malice, strife, pride,
or vainglory ; nor may I be prevailed upon to transgress
the laws of justice and charity for any worldly advantege §
<ubm1ttmg the event to thy f"therly wisdem and dispositien.
Let the remembrance of thy mercies and xorgwmeks toward
me fill my heart with such a chiistian love and wmpasvlcn,
that I may never contend with my nughbour to gratify my
OWT: COTT upt nature, nor take de hght in his sufferings : but
fet the sensc of what thy beloved Son ‘hath done and suffer-
ed for me, banish all covetous desires from my soul, and ex-
cite in me 2 cempassion toward thy distressed members ;
for his sake for mvmq my fellow-servants, as I hoje myself
to be forgiven when he shall come to judge the quxcl\ and

the dead at the la.t day.” And this I most humbly bcg for
Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.

[
A Prayer before making a Wil
(From the Whole Dury of Man.)

Give me time, O Lord, before I go hence and be no
more seen, to make such a discreet and prudent settlement
of my worldly affairs, that I may do no injustice to any.
branch of my family. = Be thou graciously pleased to detail
a blessing upon the substance I shall leave behind me 5 and
let those, to whom I give and bequeath it, rise up like olive
plants, and flourish under the protection of thy good provi-
dence. " Let them not, like slothful servants bury ther tnla
ents in a napkin, or squander away ‘their inherifance by -
otous living 5 but let them endeavour, by an honest indus-
try, in their several stations and employments, to.support
themselves creditably in this world, and so wisely to manage
their temporal concerns,  as may most effectually conduce to

the eternal interest of thelr immortal souls through Jesug -
Chuist, our Lord. Amens ‘
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4 ijer, ch zrjﬂ/ in Scnm‘ure Language, inwhich
the several branches of the C/n istian T emper, are
briefly enumerated.

(¥rom Dr. Doddridge.)

Bressep God, I adore thee, as the great ¢ Father of
hghts, and the ¢ giver of every good and every perfect gift.”
From thee, therefore, 1seck every blessing, ‘and especially
those which may lead me to thyself, and prepare me for
the eternal enjoyment of thee. I adore thee as ¢ the God
who s\_arches the hzart, and tries the reins of the children
of men.” «Search me, O God, and know my heart; try
me, and know my thoughts: see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” May I
know what manner of spmtI am of 3 and be preserved
from mistaking, where the error rmght be mﬁmt\,ly fatal |

May I, O Lord, ¢ be renewed in the spirit of my mind !*
¢ A new heart do thou give me, and a ncw spirit do thou
put within me ! Make me partaker of a divine natare 3 and
¢ as he who hath called me is holy, may I be Lolyin all
manner of conversation P May ¢ the same mind be in me
that was also in Christ ]»suc Y may I¢so0 wal:\, even as he
walked I’ ¢ Deliver me from being carnally minded, which
is death ; and make me spiritually mmded, vince that is life
and peace * And may I, while [ pass through this world
- of sense, ¢ walk: by faith zmd not by sight;’ and be ¢ strong
in f‘utu, giving glory to God I’

May ¢ thy grace, O Lord, which hath appearcd unto all
men,” and appeared to me with such glorious evidence and
lustre, “cffectually teach me to deny ungodliness and wor dly
lusts, and to live soberly, rlHntuously, :md godly " ¢« Wik in
mine heart that godliness which is profitable unto all things ;
and teach me by the influence of thy blessed Spirit, to levc
thee the Lord my God, with all my heart, and with all wy
soul, and with all my mind, and with ali my strength!
May I yield myself unto thee as alive from the dead ; and
present my body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable in
thy sxght, ‘which is my most reascnable seryice. May Ien-
tertain the most faithful and aJectionate regard to the bless-
ed Jesus, thine incarnate Son, *the brightuess of thy ylo-
1y, and the express image of ;by person | Though I have

not seen him, may I'love him ; aud in ¢ him, though now
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¥ see him not, yet believing, may I rejoice with joy unspeak.
able and full of glory 7 And may ¢ the life which I hve in
the flesh,” be daily ¢ renewed by the faith of the Sen of
God I May I ¢ be filled with the Spirit ; and may I be led
by it ;* and so may it be evident to others, and especially ta
my own soul, that I am a child of God, and an heir of glo-
ry. May I ¢ not receive the spirit of bondage unto fear,
but the spirit of adoption, whereby I may be enabled to cry,
Abba, Father I’ May he work in me as ¢ the spirit of love,
aud of power, and of a sound mind,’ thatso T may ¢ add
to my faith virtue” May I ¢ be strong and very courageous 3’
and quit myself ¢ like 3 man,’ and like a christian, in the
work to which I am called, and in that warfarec which T had
in view when I listed under the banner of that great Cap-
tain of my salvation | '

Teach me, © Lord, seriously to consider the nature of
my own soul, and toset a suitable value upen it} May [
¢ labour not only, or chiefly, for the meat that perisheth,
but for that which endureth to eternal life ' May I ¢ hum-
ble myself under thy mighty hand,” and be clothed with hu-
mility ; decked ¢ with the ornament of a meek and quie
spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price ! Mayl
be pure in heart, that I may see God, mortifying my mem-
bers which are on the earth, so that, if a right eye offend me,
I may pluck it out ; and if a right hand offend me, I may
cut it off ' May I be ¢ temperate in all things, content with.
such things as i have, and inftructed to be so in whatsoever
state Lam I May ¢ patience have also its perfect work iry
me, that I may be,” in that respect, ¢ complete, and want-
ing nothing I’ '

Form me, O Lord, I beseech thee, to 2 ¢ proper temper
toward my fellow creatures!” May I love ¢my neighbour
as myself; and whatsoever I would that others should do
unto e, may I also do the same unto them I’ May I ¢ pue
on meekness ” under the greatest injuries and provoeations :
“and, if it be possible, as much as lieth in me, may I live
peaceably withall men I May I be ¢ merciful, as my Fathey
i heaven is werciful I’ May I ¢ speak the truth from my
heart ;” and may I ¢ speak it in love;’ guarding against ev~
€ry 1stance of a censorious and malignant disposition ;- and:
taking care not ¢ to judge * severely, as 1 would ¢ not be
Judged ” with a severity, which thou Lord, knowest, and:
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which mine own conscience knows, I should not be ablé
to support ! ,

. T entreat thee, O Lord, to work in me ¢ all those quali-
fications of the christiani temper,” which may render it pecus
liarly acceptable to thee, and may prove ornamental to my
profession in the world. Renew, ¢I beseech thee, aright
spirit within me 3’ and siake me ¢ an Israielite indeed, in
whom there is no ’ allowed ¢ giiile I’ And while I feast on
¢ Christ, as my passover sacrificed forme,” may I ¢ kéep
the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth ¥
Make me, Ibeseech thee, O theu almighty and unchange-
able God, ¢steadfast aad immoveable, always abounding
‘in thy works, as knowing my labotir in the Lord will not
be’ finally €in vain! May my ¢ heatt be tender,’ easily im-
pressed with thy wotd and providences; touched with an
affectionate concern for thy glory, and sensible of &very im<
pulse of thy spirit ! May I be ¢ zzalous for my God,” with
a ¢ zeal according to knowlédge, and charity 5 and teach
me, in thy ¢ service, to jein the wisdom ofthe serpent,’
with the-boldness of the lion, and ¢ the innocencé of the.
dove !’ Thus render me by thy grace, a shining image of
my dear Redeemer ! and at length bring me to wear the
bright resemblance of his holiness and his glory in that
world where he dwells 5 that I may ascribe everlasting hon-
ours to him, and to thee, O thou Father of mercies, whose
invaluable gift heis, and to thine Holy Spirit, through
whose gracious influences I would hiambly hope I may call
thee my Father, and Jesus my Saviour. Amen.

The Meditation and Prayer of a Christian whose
Heart is warmed witl the prospects ¢f Death.
(From Dr. Doddridge.)

O pressep Lord! My soul is enkindled with these
¥iews, and rises to thee in the flame. . Judges xiil. 20.
Thou hast testified thou comest quickly and I repeat my
joyful assent. Amen, even so come Lord Jesus. Rev.
¥xii. 20, Come, for I long to have done with this low life ;
to have done with its burthens, its sorrows, and its snares !
Come for I long to ascend iato thy presence, and to see the
court thou art holding above !

Blessed Jesus, deathis transformed when Iview it in this
Light, The king of terrors is sent no more as such, but as
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J magaenhe‘ t6 carry tie honie, and place me near the kmv
of glory and of grace. Thear with pleasure the sound of
_thy feet, approaching still nearer and riearer; draw amdek
the veil whenever thou pleasest I Open' the bars of my pri--
son, that my eager soul may spring forth to thee; atid « cast
itself at thy feet, at the feet of that Jesus, whom, haying -
not seen, I love; and in whom, .though now I see thee
not, , yet beh\,vmg, I rejoice with joy unqpeakable and full
of glory I «¢ Thou; Lotd, shalt shew me the path of life
thmc hand shalt guide me. to that blissful abode, ¢ where
there is fulress of joy, and riters of everlasting pleasure.”
Psal. xvi. 11. Thou shalt assign me a habitation with thy
falthful scrvants; whose sepérate spirits are now lying with
thee, while their bodies s]cep in the dust. Many of thém
have been my companions in thy laborious work; and ¢ 1n
the patience and tribulation of thy kingdom,” Rev. 1. g
rdy deaf companions, and my brethren § oh show me;
blessed Saviour; how glorious and how happy thou hast
made them | show me to what new forms of better life thou
hast conducted them, whom we call tlie dead ! In what no-
bler and more extensive services thou hast cmploved them
that 1 may praise thee b(“ttcr than I now can, for my good-
fiess to' them ! and oh; give me to share with them in their
blessings and their servic es; and tb raise a song.of grateful
love, like that which. they are breathing forth before thec !
Yet, O my blessed Redeemer; even there wd’ my soul be
aspxrmm to a yet nobler.and more glorna“ hope :wd from
this a yet unknown eplendor and feliai ny shall Ibe drawing
New arguments to look and long for the ny of thy final ap-
peavance.  There shall lonb more ardently than I now
do to see thy conduct vindicatedy and thy triwmph dlsplayed
to see the dust of thy sexvants veanimyted 3 and death the
last of their enemies and of mme, swallowed up in victory.
1 Cor. xv. 26, 52. - T shall long for that supeuor honour
that thou intendedst me, and mat completp bliss to which
the whole bodv of thy peopie shall be conducted. Come,
Lord Jesys, come quickly, will mingle itself with the songs
of paradlsv, and sound from the tong ues of all the milliong
of thy saints, whom thy grace has tmnsphnted thither. '
In the mean time, O my divine Master, accept the homage
which a greatful heart now pays thee, in asense of the glom
Tious hopes with which thou nast mbmnd iwd It 15 thou
. that hast put this joy into it, and hast raised my soul fo this
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‘gloriows ambition’y whereas T might otherwise: have- now
been groveling in the lowest trifles of time:and sense, and
been looking with- horrdr on that. hour which is now the
object of my mostardent wishes.= - L 0 ,
~, Oh, be with mé always, even to the end of this immora
tal life | and givethe, while waising for thy salvation; to be
doing thy commandimerits | May ¢ my loins be girded about,
and my lamp burning,” Luke xi. 35, and mine ears be still -
watchtul for, the blessed signal of thine arrival 5 that my
- glowing soul may, with pleasure spring to.mect thee, and
be strengthened by'death to bear those vitions of glory, un-
der the extacies of which feeble mortality would now ex-

pire: :

A Prayer for the troubled Soul.
B (From Mr. Jenks)

~ O Gob of the spirits of all flesh ! thou kiowest the
grievous torment of a wounded spivit, and hast promised
not to break the bruised reed, nor to quench the smoaking
flax : Have pity, Lord of love; upon thy disconsolate ser-
want, whose spirit 1s sore broken; and overwhelmed within
him; and relieve, and heal, and-tomfort him with thy
peace, and sdme tokens for good, that thou hast thoughts of
love and everlasting mercy. towards him. O blessed Jesus,
who callest to thee the labouring and heavy laden sinner,
with a promise of rest for their'souls, give some glimpse of-
thy mercy, and faith in thy merits and promises to this pcor
soul, cast down with the sense of his sin, and the fear of
thy wrath. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and contrité heart, O God, thou wilt riot despise.
O hide not thy face from thy servant; nor cast him away
from thy presence in displeasure 5 but speak peace to him,
and cause thy grace to shine upon him,

O God of consolation, be thou pleased to cheer him up

with the hope and relief of thy pardon and acceptance, and
give him a comfortable affiance in thee, and the witness of
thy Spirit with his spirit, to persuade him that he is the child
of God, whom thou lovest, though thou chastenest, and
with thy terrors prepares him for thy comnforts. O that he
thay see love in the rod, and take it as the chastisement of
a father, and not the vengeance of anincensed judge; and
that he may find this humiliation working for his everlasting

2U
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consolatioft 3. seeing.they. that moutn. are blessed, and shalfz
be comforted ;. andisuch.as sow in tears shall reap in. jove
©.that his sorréw. may be: the godly sofrew- which works
repentance, not to be repented of:: that it-may have such a
happy.issue, and end ‘in unspeakable glorious joy ; but let
him not sofrow:as one without hope, seeing the trouble for
sin is.a pre,seryat{i\‘/c‘fr,om\the damnation of hell; and: sqch"
ag are pow in.glory, went this very way. to heaven, working -
out their salvation. with: fear and trembling ; and so feeling-
the burden of sin here, that they might not lie under it for-
ever. - Therefore, though he walk in darkpess, and has-no-
light, yet let him trust in the name of the Lord, and-stay-
upon his God. o

O Lord! rebuke him not in thy anger, neither chasten
him in thy sore displeasure 5 but return and.set him frec
from the heavy pressure now upon him. Be pleased, O
Tord, to deliver him; O Lord, make haste to help him,
Quicken him for thy pame’s sike, and for thy righteousness’
sake bring.his soul out of trouble. Thouhast shewed him-.
great and sore troubles 3 be thou pleased to revive him againg
that he may rejoice in.thee., Shew him thy mercy, O Lotdy
and grant him thy s:lvation. O freshen him early with-
such-thy mercy, that he may be glad, and rejoice in thee alk
his days, when theu hast, considered his. trouble, as thow
hast known his soul in adversity, . that. thy name ‘may-have-
the glory, and his; soul.the comfort of thy seasonable reliefy
and thy sweet abundant mercies in Jesus Christ. Aniek.-

A Prayer for a Person under. Afftiction.

© mosT gracious God | who: dost not affliet willingly, nor"
grieve the children of men; 1 flee unto thee for comfort and
support under the troubies thou hast laid upon me : Tknow,
assuredly, that this is thy hand, and that thou, Lord, hast
dong it., ' I acknowledge thy judgments are right, that thou
of - very faithtulness hast caused me to be troubled, and that
my sins have deserved mors. greivous punishments than T
now suffer. I am fully-convinced, that the events of - thig
life are not left to chance or uncertainty, but are all under
the steadyand wise disposal of thy good. providence.

To. thee, therefore, O my. God, do I direct my supplicd-
tions ; beseeching thee, O gracious God, who hast a-tender-
love for all thy. creatures, and more especially for thy faithe
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ful servants, who tepdse all their hope'and confidence in
thy mercy, to have pity upon me, and to dcal wich me not
according to my sins, but after thine own great mercy.
Pardon, U Lord, all my past sins s restore me 1o peace iand
favour with thee ; cousider my weakness, and let not my
troubles be more heavy or lasting than what thou seest prot=
itubiz and necessary for the good of my soul.

Muke m= truly and deeply sensible of iny condition, that
¥ may see the rod, and who hathappointed it; thar I may
b= truly sensibte of the evil of siny as well as feel the smart
of punishment. Humble me under thy correctinng ; awaken
me thereby to a more conscientious and zealous performance
of my duty, toa sense of my spiritual wants, to a hatred of
every thing that is displeasing in thy sight ; and so sanctify
my present affliciion, thut by the help of thy good Spirit, 1t
may bring forth in voc all the graces and virtues of a chris-
tian life, and aceomplish the end for which it was sent.

Let the experience of thy love and favour towards mie,
throughout the whole course of my life past, teach me te
resign myself entirely to thee, to choose thee for my only
support and camfort 3 to rely sredfastly on all thy promises ;
and to wait with paticace till thou shalt'see fit to deliver me,

Direct and enable e to use all proper and honest means
for frecing myself from may present troubles ; but however
grievous they may prove, O let me nor dare to do any fraud
or injustice, or to cast off my dependence on thee, by calling
in the assistance of 1ny unluwfel means.

And if, for r=ason: bzst kaowa to thine infinite wisdom,
thou shalt think fit to coatinue this sffliction to me, thy
blessed will be done : epable mc p.tiently to bear, and con-
tentedly to submit to the dispensarions of thy good provie
dence, however contrary soever to flesn and bload.

- Syppress in me all murmuring snd repining thoughts ¢
Remove from me all inclinations and aversions, but such as
agree with those of the blessed Jesus: Regulate my affec-
tions and desires, and confine them to such objects only, as
are well pleasing in thy sight.  Thou knowest the surest
way of making me happy : thou art infinite in w1sdom, love
ing-kindness, and mercy, therefore let; thy blessed will, in
every thing, be my choice and satisfaction : T humbly sub-
mit to thy fatherly digcipline 3 for thou correctest in mercy,
If therefore thou takest not away the

and for my profit.
Let me see a fatherly af-

rad; yet take away thine anger.
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fection in all thy chastisements 3 and raise inmy soul an are
dent love and desire after thee, which may fill me with an
inward satisfaction, with peace of conscience, and joy im
the Holy Ghost.  Support and comfort me under all my
troubles 3 direct and counsel me inall difficulties ; carry me
through all trials and temptations; and in thy good time,
take thy offlicting hand from me : and grant that these light
afflictions. which (in comparison,) are but for a moment,
may work for me an exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
Hear me, O Lord, for thy mercy’s sake, and for the sake of
thy Son Jesus, our only Medlator and Advocate. Amm.

. :
A Prayer_for a Person in a state ¢f - Poverty,

O my God, infinite in goodnecs, power, and wisdom¢
on thee all things dcpend ;° and thy providence over-ruleth
all events : Riches arid plenty come from thee ; and pover-
ty and want are by thy dispensation. - I believe that § lOTJUSt
and wise reasons, thou hast allotted to alt mankind very dif-
ferent states and circumstances of life; and that thy g good
providence hath designed my berefit and advantage in alk
-the temporal evils, which have at any time happened unto me,

I confess, O Lord, my sins have deserved much more se-
vere afflictions ;- and tbat thou art kind and myrcxful in alL
thy dealings with me. Thou hast thought fit to place me
in a mean condmon, to depnve me of many conveniences of-
life, and toexercise me in a state of poverty: but thou hast
hitherto preserved and supported me by thy good provi-

dence, and hast blessed me with advantages*
*erelet theper- ahove some others, who labour under great,
son recollect the 11000 d afflictions.  And above all, Ienjo
blessings heenjoys, jOY.
as the invaluable the light of thy glorious gospel, and the
mercy of bealth, means of grace,’ when many of my fellow-
the assistance of
friends, liberty, &c. Christians are debarred of these most valu-
able comforts, and lie groamng under per-.
secutions, misery, and torments. I consider with humble
acknowledgmem and thankfulness that T am still alive, and
have the opportunity of working out my salvation ; where-
as many poor souls are given up to the just pumshment of'
om, groaning ‘out a sad’ eternity under inexpressible pains,.
_ and inconceivable miseries. These, O Lord, are very great.
mercies towards me, and must silence my cqmplamtq if thou
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strouidst see fit to try me with greater difficulties, than whag
thou hast hitherto laid upon me.

But, O merciful Father, who hast commanded and invited
us to lay our wants and necessities before thee, help and re«
lieve me, T beseech thee, under my present circumstances ;
and if thou seest fit, bless me with such a portion of the
comforts and conveniences of life, that therebyI may be
enabled to go on more cheerfully in my station, to serve
thee better, to love thee more and more, and more admire
tl*y wonderful bounty, and loving-kindness towards me,
Give me health and strength, and abilitics suited to my cirs
cumstances ; direct me in the use of honest means whereby
1 may obtain [ for myself ana family]a comfortable subsis
tence ; and do thou  prosper my honest labours and endeave
purs.

But, O Lord if in this I kuow not what Iask; if great
plcnty, and the comfortb that attend it, are not convenient,
but would prove snares and temptations to me, thy blessed
will be done : support me that I fall not into extreme want ;
lay not more upon’ me, than thoy wilt enable me to bear.

‘Supply the want of worldly blessings, by the comfort and
support of thy good Spml, whereby I may be made perfect
in every good work to do thy will; that I may become rich
in faith, and an heir of that kingdom which thou hast proma
ised to those that love thee : Make me devout, holy, and
heavenly-minded 5 and so purify and cleanse my heart, that
it may become an habitation for thy Holy Gpirit.
~ Enable me, likewise, O Lord, to exercise all those chris-
tian graces and dqties which my present circumstances call
for from me : Let the sharpness of temporal wants put me
upon considering what misery mpust attend the loss of my
soul : Let a serfse of my poverty, stir up, eager desires after
the true riches : and the less I have of this world, the more
careful let me be to provide for the next; that I may seek
an inheritance incorruptable, and that fadeth not away : Let
bodily hardships convince me of the great evil of spiritual
wants, that I may hunger and thirst after righteousness.
‘Give me diligence and ndustry in my calling 3 and when I
have done my endeavour, make meto cast all my care up-
on thee, and trust to thy fatherly goodness to provide for
e, Let not the contempt. which'some persons wrongfully
cast upon poverty, or any evil which I may endure, tempt
me to any dishonesty in getting wealth ; but let me choose
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gather to bie poor than wicked, and to want any thing rathee
than thy favour. Clothe me with a meek, and quiet, and
bumble spirit, which in thy sight is of great price :. Give me
2 thorough contentedness 1n my present circumstances: let
me not dare to repine at my own condition, er envy the
prosperity of others; but teach me to possess my soul in
patience : that I may acknowledge thy right and sovereign.
ty over me, that thoy art just, and wise and merciful inall
thy dispensations. Convince me of thy fatherly love, and
enable mme cheerfully to resign myself to thy all-wise provi.
dence. Teach me to look unto Jesus, the author and fin.
tsher of our faith ; who to reconcile us to a state of pover-
ty, chose to he born and to live in a mean condition, en-
during hunger, and thirst, and cold, and not having where
to lay his head : that by his example, I maybe encouraged
to sit loose to the world, and wean my affections from tem-
poral objects ; that being convinced of the vanity ard emp-
tiness of this world, I may more and more delight myself
inn thy love, and in the practice of true religion.

And do thou, O God, quicken and enlagge my desires afs
ter spiritual happiness, and those pleasures which are at thy
right hand for evermore ; that through faith and patience,
having finished the race which thou hast set before me, I
may be received intc the joy of my Lord. Grant this, O
merciful Father, for the sake of my Redeemer, the ever
blessed Jesus.  Amen, ’

A Prayer for a Person under Doudts of the Laws
- fulness of any Action.

O Lorp God, thou art light, and in thee is no darkness
at all; thou art the instructor of the ignorant; the light of
thove that are in darkness and errory and the fountain of all
wisdom, and knowledge, and truth! I desire above alb
things to please thee, and to do thy will ; and it is a trouble
and gricf to me to consider that I have so often acted con-
trary to it; O that I may never do so again, that I may nev-
er more turn aside to the dark paths of sin and foily | O
give' me a wise and understanding spirit, that I may know
my duty, and a heart fully bent and determined to practige it,

More particularly; O Lord, I address myself to theeat
this time to enlighten my understanding, and’inform my un-
settled judgment, how to determipe safely in the matter,
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which at fresent Tknow not how to act i Show thou me
the 'way that I'should walk in; and leave me not to the weak«(
ness of my own’ rtasonmg, which without thy enlightening
grace will lead me into the ways of error and confusion.

Give me, O Lord I beseech thee, such an honest and ups
tight’ heaTt, that nothing in the world may be ever able to
seduce’ rive fronr 'my integrity. Let not the example of 2
nultitude perstiade mie to do evil; por the most powerful‘
aHurements of riches, hofiour of any worldly advantage turn’
mie aside from thy commandments ; but cofivince me inore
and more, how little it will profit me to gaini the whole
world, arid lose foy-oWwn soul § that being possessed with aa
awful fear of thy. dlapleaqurc, I may never dare to do any
thmg but what thou approvest, and of which T may be able
to give-a comfortable account at the great ddy of the Lord-

esus.
! Direct 'mé; O my God, to thos¢ means which will inform
my- understanding; and satlafy my ‘doubts 5 and if it should
be my-misfottune; after alt my ehqumeq, to fall into any un
willing errot and mistake, O Lord; lay it not to my charge;
nor let it ever provoke thy anger against me.

But, O Lor '/d if it be thy good pleasule, that I should still
remain-under doubts, give me grace,’ I beseech fhee to sub-
mit tothy will, and to wait with patience, till thou seest fit
to instruct me better; and whatever advantages as to this -
world, I may lose by it, yetlet me still retain my innocence,
and have the comfort and support 6f a good conscience:
Suffer me not fo be so regardless of my eternal interest, as
for theisaké of any temjporal advantage, to forfeit thy fa-
vour, which'is better than all the enjoyments of this world.

O Lotd, T leave myself in thy hands; and I most hume
bly beseech thee to carry me through this and all other dif-
ficulties; and bring me to' that blessed place of rest and peace;
where I shall be out of all temptation, and danger of offend=<
ing thee, and whete I shall love and praise thee throughout -
all agess ‘ ,

Grant this, O mer¢iful Father, for the sake,and through
the ‘merits of my dear Redeemer Jesus Christ.  Amen:

A4 Thanlksgiving for Deli terance from any Trouble
or Aﬁzctzon either in Body or Mind.

OMY God,infinite in good—ness : Tthy unworthy servant,
who have so deeply tasted of thy fatherly iove, desire with
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# greatful heart to speak of thy bounty and loving-kindiress
towards me, I adore, and bless, and praise thy holy name;
for all thy mercies both spiritual and temporal, from time to
time bestowed upon.me ; particularly, 0]

Jhi“sﬁf’.b‘*fa“-eﬁ’ Lord, I admire thy goodness for delivering
f};ar‘:iccc‘?grﬂéi@i?t ® me from [those bodily aflictions, troubles of
v ‘ mind or state of poverty, &c.] wherewith I
have lately been exercised. Thou, O Lord, hast perfected
thy strength in my weakness : thou hast graciously heard
my prayer ; thou hast considered my trouble, and known
my soul in adversity : therefore will I praise the Lord so
long as Ilive 5 s0 long as 1 have any being, I will give thanks
unto my God: | L e
~ And Theseech thee, O my God, let the due remembrance
of thy mercies so thoroughly affect my soul, that I may be
ashamed as well as afraid to offend thee ; that the remain-
der of my life may be dedicated fo the service ¢f my God,
who hath dealt so gounﬁfully with me..  Make me to place
my chief joy and satisfaction in Tunning the ways of thf}
commandments, new thou hast set my heart atiiberty.
And, O Lord, I'beseech thee to pity and relieve all those
‘who lakour under the like difficulties, from _i»yhich thou hast
graciotisly delivered thy servant, or any other adversity,
Give them patience and comfort undet their afflictions, and -
such a reasonable trust and confidence in thee, as may be
well-pleasing in thy sight, that they may not be discouraged ;
anid il thy good time deliver them from all their troubles :
arid let thy goodnéss excite te to help such as i know are in
any difficulty, accordihg as Tam able | that we may all praise
thy holy name, and speak of all thy marvelous loving-kind-
nesses, and glorify thee by walking before thee in holincss
and righteousness all our days; that at last we may,_jbe ad-
mitted into the glory of thy kingdom, through the ‘merits
and mediation of our Saviour, to sing praises and hallalujahs
to thee, and to the Lamb [or ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer for tie Protection of Angels:
(Coltect foi St. Michdel’s Day.)

O rVErrasTING God, who hast ordained and constiti-
ted the services of angels and men in a wonderful order §
mercifully grant, that as thy holy aiigels always do thee
service in Heaven, so by thy appointment they may suc-



853
cour and defend me on earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, dmen. :

A Prayér, for a right use of the Means of Grace.

(From Mr, Nelson.)

.. Grant, O Lord, that I may constantly attend the public
institutions of thy boly religion, that I may never neglect
those means which thou hast established for the . purifying
my corrupt nattre, and for reforming whatever is amiss in
the frame and temper of my mind : That I may approach
thy presence with humility and devotion; hear thy word
with reverence and attention, receive thy holy sacrament
with faith, thanksgiving, and charity; that by these ordi-
nances of thy appointment; my soul may be nourished with
all goodness, and in such a measure prepared for that sal-
vation, which the blessed Jesus hath purchased, thatl may
depart in peace, and in the faith and fear of God’s elect

through the same Jesus Christ our Lotd.  Amen.

A Prayer for e right use of the Scriptures.
{Trom Br. Nelson.)

ArmicHTY God, who hast not abandéned us to the dim
light of our own reason to conduct us to happiness ; but,
jwhéﬁ mankind had miserably mistaken the object of their
worship, ‘and the right manner of performing it, wert gra-
clously pleased to reveal to us in the holy scriptures what-
ever is necessary for us to believe and practise in order to
onr eternal salvation 5 grant that T may with care and dili-
gence apply myself to the reading of those sacred volumes
and do thou open my eyes, that I may see the wonderous
things of thy law. Let me peruse them with that reverence
and respect which is due to thy gracious manifestations ;
with an entire submission of ‘my understanding to thy divine
authority, and with a sincere anid stedfast resolution of mind,
to govern my life by the maxims of thy holy gospel, and to
bbey and submit to thy blessed will in every thing. Let thy
precious promises quicken my obedience, and make me
fruitful and abundant in the work of the Lord. Let thy
dreaded threatenings turn me from my sins, and make me
speedily depart from all iniquity : And thou, who workest
in meto will and to do of thy good pleasure, teach me to

2w
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obey all thy commandments, to belie_ve all thy revelations,
and make me pariaker of all thy gracious promises, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmea.

A Prayer after the reading of the Holy Scriptures.

O 1xrinrTery holy and glorious God, I render thee hearty
thanks for the maaifestation of thy word, and for the
means of grace therein deseribed, proposed and offered to
us Thy word discovers to me the evil of sin, "that hath
overspread my scai; and the evil of punishment, which
will certainly be wflicted on the transgressors.  Sin hath
corrupted oy heart, Aarkzned my undersranding, .infccted
my will. It hath roluted my memory, defiled my imagina~
tion, riised my reason against the cobedience of faith, and
hath made ms yield my members servants to iniquity unto
iniquity. I have been miserably deceived by thinking my-
self innocent, for refraining from grosser acts of impiety :
Whereas thy law, diffu-ing its spirirual light through my
soul, teacheth me, that the imaginations of my heart are
evil, and continually evil. ‘

Let this word which I have now read, have a blessed ef-
fect upon me! let it shew unto me my fall in Adam, and
mny restoration in Christ.  Strengthen my faith, that I may
rely on the word of thy gospel, and be thereby born again
into a lively hope, and cleansed from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit. Let me never rest in an external perfor«
mance of a few religious duties, but grant that I may in.
wardly digest thy word, and that the sanctifying effects
thereof may diffuse itself through soul and body, will and
understanding, thoughts and desires, life and actions.

Enable me by thy spirit faithfully to do thy will, and to
establish my whole religion upon the safe foundation of thy
word.  Have compassion also upon all those that sit as yet -
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, and guide them
by thy word into the way of life and peace! Amen.

A Prayer for a right use of Time,
(From the Whole Duty of Man.)
MosT gracious God, Iadore thy infinite goodness and

patience, which hath not cut me off in the midst of my fol -
liesand sins.  Grant therefore, gracious Lord, that [ may
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no longer abuse that precious time, which thou” hast alot-
ted me to secure that happiness, which is great in it-
self, and infinite in its continuance., Call me from all
those vain amusements, those triﬂing entertainments, and
cruel diversions, which have robbed me of many valuable
hours, and have endangered the loss of my immortal soul
in the day of judgwent. ‘each me soto number my days,
that [ may apply my heart unto wisdom 3 so that by dili-
gence and honesty in my calling, by constancy and fervour
in my devetions; by moderaticy and temperance in my
pleasures and recreations, by justice and charity in all my
words and actions, and by kecplag 2 conscience void of of-
fence botli towards God and man, 1may be able to give a
good account thereof, when swmmoned  before the judg-
ment seat of Christ. where [ oy that T may be accepted
through the merits of thy Son Jerus Christ, our mediator

and advocate. 4men.

A Prayer for Grace touse our Speech aright,
{From Mr. Jenks,)

O Lorp, our gracious God, set a watch, before my mouth,
and keep the door of my lips. that nothing thence may pro-
ceed but what shall be, some way or other, good for the use
of edifying. Hrlp me to keep my maouth as with a bridle,
when [ am provoked to speak unadvisedly with my lips ; and

“let no profane ur toul langaage prucesd vat of my mouth,
 nor any thing be said by me, that ought not to be named
-among christians.

O Lerd, open thow my lips, that my mouth may shew
forth thy prais: ; make me forward to speak for thee, and
for the service of thy truth, and the glory cf thy name;
and as slow to speak evil, and to defile myself, or to hurt
my neighbour. Give me, Lord, a considerat.e mind to.
weigh what is fit to be said ; and make me wise and se-
rious, sober and modest, pious and charitable in what I
speak, that it may be without offence, but not without some
praﬁt to the partners in my conversation. Put such thoughts
into my mind, and such words into my mouth, that my
tongue may be as the pen of a ready writer, to utter things
seasonable and acceptable, for the benefit of my compan-
ions, and that I may never abuse the liberty of speech into.
the licentiousness of vain or evil-speaking ; but turn and
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which it wa+ given ; and speak of, and for thy testimones,
even before the greatest, without being ashamed. ‘

t let the lying lips be put to silence, that speak grievoug
things proudly and contemptuously against the rightecus,
And let such as fear thee, and think upon thy name, speak
often to one another of thy commandments and loting
kiudness 3 so as to promote and set forward their common
edification and consolation, and eternal salvation, through
thy gracious goodness to them in Jesus Christ. Amen,

4 Prayer for the right Exercise of Zeal.

_ (From Mr. Nelson,)

AimrcuaTy God, who art the first and chiefest good, ens
gage all the powers and faculties of my-soul to love and de-
light in thee ; and to place ali afhance, trust and confidence,
in thee.  Teach me to proportion my zeal to the value of
things, that I may love thee, the Lord my God, with all my
heart, with all my soul, and with all my strength ; and in
the fisst place to seck the kingdom of heaven. Let my zeal
have a recpect unto ali thy commandments, that it may never
degenerate into hypocrisy and faction but that I may always
pur<ue it by just and proper means, and may never think to
promote (hy honour, and the safety of thy church, by ways
offensive to thee, and which thou hast forbid. Let nota
good end prevail upon me to use any unlawful means that
may advance it, but that trusting in thy providence, and de«
pending upon thy care of our most holy faith, I may never
start from the way of my duty, in all those methods I shall
at any time pursue, in order to preserve it. Grant this, O
Lord, for Jesus Christ his sake. dmen, ’ '

A Prayer for ability to acquit ourselves as we ought.
in our several places and relations.
(From Mr. Jenks.)

O Lorp, ocur Lord! thy word enjoins us wherein we
are called therein to abide with God.  And this is the duty
“which we are especially to take care of, next to the care of
our souls, to study to be quiet, and to do our own business,
that we may provide for ourselves, and for our dependants,
and render to all their dues, and not be burdensome, but
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helpful to others. O thou that givest skill and ability: for
the performance of those offices to which thou callest, teach
and enable me, I beseech thee, for the work of my place,
and all the duties of my calling. Good Lord ! pardon all
my past unfaithfulness and negligence herein, and direct,
and bless, and accept, and assist me in discharging it for
the time to come. 'O make me so contented with what I
get by honest means, that I may never offer to go beyond,
or defraud my neighbours in any matter, but be punctually
justin all my dealings, and conscienticusly perform my du-
ty in all my relations, carrying myself as I ought towards
'every one with whom I am any ways congerned in the
world, whether superior, equal, orinferior, offensive to
none ; but as I have power and opportunity for it, good and
usefol toall. O let me not walk disorderly, nor be guilty
of the impertinence and mischief to be negligent at home,
and to busy myself abroad in other men’s matters; bug
may I keep my own station, and with quietness work and
eat my own bread 3 and provide things honest in the sight
of all men, following after that which is lovely and of good
report 3 and herein exercising myself, to have always the
conscience void of offence towards God and towards men ;
yea, whatever any may justly expect from me, help me, O
my God, to discharge it faithfully and acceprably; and
command a blessing, Lord, upon all my honest labours and
endeavours, and make them successful to promote my own
and others real and eternal good, and to glorify thy blessed
name, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer jor Divine Assislance.

(From Mr. Jenks.}

O Lorp God Almighty, who givest power to the faint,
and increasest strength to them that have no might ! Withe
out thee I can do nothing, nor so much as will or think any
good, nor keep myself from any evil; but by thy gracious
assistance it is that T am enabled for the performance of eve=
i’y duty lying upon me : and my help 1sin the name of the

ord, who made heaven and earth': and thou art able to
keep us from falling, and to make us perfect in_ every gcgd

- work, to do thy will; working in us that .whxch 15 weil-
pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ. Yea, thou
hast encouraged us to come boldly to the throne of grace,
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that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need. Lord of power and love, Icome, trusting in thy
almighty strength, and thy infinite goodness, and thy gra.
zious promise, to beg from thee what is wanting in myself ;
even that grace which shall help me such to be, and so to
do, asthou wouldst have me. O my God ! let thy grace
e sufficient for me, and ever present with me; and let thy
good Spirit help my infirmiti-s, and strengthen me with
might in the inner man, soas to enable me agamst my sins,
and for thy service, that I may be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might, and do all things as I ought,
through Chrise strengthening me,

O thou that hast shewed thyself still gracious on mybehalf,
and beought me on hitherto, never cast me off, 1 beseech
thee, nor abandon me over to myself, whoam a reed shae
ken with the wind, a leaf driven 1o and fro; but lct me still
experience thy help at hand, and my God performing all
things for me. I will go forth in the strength of the Lord
God, and truse in the Lord Jehovab, in whom is everlasting

O my Lord ! come in to my succour, and be

strength,
trength,

thou my helper, tocarry me onbeyond my own s
zind to make all that I think, and speak, and do, acceptable
in thy sight. O may 1 hoth put forth myself, to stir up the
grace of God that is 1n me; and also find such fresh supplies
of grace, that I may see my desires accomplished, and my
endeavours brought to good effect: and so rejoice in the
Lerd, and glory in thy holy name, t,hroug{h Jesus Curist,
our strength and Redeemer.  Awmen. o

A Prayer for Sincerily,

(From Mr, Jenks.)

© my Lord, the only wise God, whose understanding
iz infinite, and from whom no thought can be withholden !
Thou fillest the whole world with thy presence, and hast
all things ever maked and open before thine eyes. Then
that teachest man all his knowledge, shalt not thou know !
G Lord, let thy all-seeing eye, and not the eye of the world,
be the star I steer my course by ; and thy blessed favour,
more than the liking of any sinful men, be ever my study
and delight.  Search me, O God, and try me ; and what-
ever unpardoned guilt, or unrepented wickedness ; whatev-
er unknown error, or countenanced lust lics in my soul, O
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help me to see it, and of thy mercy deliver me from it ; and
let me not regard iniquity in my heart, and let no presump-
tuous sins have dominion over me. Let me not allow my-
self in any ways of wickedness, nor go on in formality and
hypocrisy to serve thee, but walk before thee with an upright
heart, and do all sincerely and heartily to the Lord. O let
me not be only almost, but :ltogcther a christian ; obeying
from the heart 21l thy will delivered to us, to be done by us 3
and not so much voncerned to seem religious and good, =s
such to be in deed and truth.  Make me willing to part
with the dearest sins, and to perform the hardest duties, for
(the sake of the Lord, who parted wich the highest glory,
and underwent the sorest misery, for the sake of my soul,
O make me true to my own convictions, and faithful in ex«
erting my cwn endeavours : yea, make me ever jealous over
my own heart. and covscientious in all my thoughes, and
words, and ways. That I may not go self-condemned, fof
walking in disguise and only appearing to be what I am not ;
that my praise may not be of men, but of God; and that
1 may have continual rejoicing in the testimany of a good
conscience, and that peace of God which passeth ali un-
derstanding. O my Father, who scest in secret! lct the
pleasing of thy holy will; and the honouring of thy blessed
name, and the eajoying of thy gracious favcur, be the great
end, which I design und aim at, in all my actions and ug-
_dertakings : that thou, the great and good God, mayest in
all things be glorificd by me, through Jesus Christ.  Awmesn.

A Prayer for a meek and quiet Spirit,
(From the Whole Duty of Man.) ‘

O Farrer almighty, and God of all comfort, look with
thy tenderest pity upen me, a weak and frail creature, who
am encompassed zbout with many and great infirmities,
My nature is corrupt, my passions are strong and violent,
and Y am so prone to peevishness and anger, that almost ev.
ery slight provocation dr-orders my mind. This is what I
Bewail and lament, humbly beseeching thee to pardon all this
my sin and folly, and to give me a meek and quiet epirit, a
patient and forgiving temper, and an humble, charitable,
and christian disposition 5 that my mind may at all times be
quicet and easy, mv carriage gentle, kind and obliging unto
all men ; and the whole conduct and deportment of my life:
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such as becomes the disciples of the meek and blessed Je-
sus; to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost; be honout.
and glory, for ever.  dumem .

A Prayer for Chastity.

{From the Whole Duty of Man.)

Hotv, holy, holy Lord God of hosts ! who art of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity, twhose Holy Spirit delightetl
to dwell il pure and chaste hearts ; I most humbly beseech
thee to seud thy Spirit of purity and holiness into my heart;
and to preserve me chaste and spotless, clean and dndefiled
in thy sight ; that my Body may be a holy temple, and my
soul a sanctuary fit for the reception of thy divine Foliness.
Yorgive me all my past impurities, whether in thought;
word, or deed § teprove in me the spirit of lust 3 kindle the
fire of thy holy love in my heart, and let it cousume all my
dross 3 that I nay no meore grieve thy blessed Spirit by any
worlk of darkness 5 but after a chaste and religious life here,
1 may be presented before thy tribunal, washed and cleans-
ed in the blood of the Lamb, and reign with thee for ever:

Amieits
A Frayer for Temperence:
(From the Whole Duty of Man.)

G Gop, who madest every thing good, and givest ail
things ri'chly to enjoy ; give me the spirit of temperance
and sobriety, that I may use thy creatures in the same meas=
ure, and to the same purposes, for which thou hast design-
ed them. Forgive that intemperance, which I have been
guilty of in meat, drink, apparel, and pleasure. [particu-
larly here mention what you are most guiity of ] and never
Iot my body anvy more be oppressed with sarfeiting and
drunkenness, or the luxuries of a sensual life:  Subdue my
appriite to reason and to thy grace, that my table may be no
DoIe a snare unto me, nor my food become a temptatien, a
sin or a disease 3 but that I may henceforward hunger and
thirst after righteousness, and count it oy meat and drink
to do thy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  dmsn.
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A Prayer against Covelousness.
(Fromi the Whole i)hty of Man,)

ArimicHTY God, the author and giver of all thit I en-
joy, govern my affections towards the things of this world,
that no greatness of gain may tempt me to the ledst injus-
tice, either by fraud or oppressioni 3 but that I may commit
myself to thy providence in the use of honest endeavours 3
that, while I 4m supporting a dying body, I may remeiber
I have an immortal soul, which immediately deserves my
greatest care,  Teach ‘me to enjoy the good things thou
hast given mie, with temperance, thankfulness, and charity ;
and readily to part with them, rather than to forsake thy
truth, or to make shipwreck of a good conscience toward

Godor man. Fix my thoughts, my hopee, and my desires up-
on heaven and heavenly things 3 that, having always in view
that crown of glory, which thou hast laid up for me hereafter,
1 may press toward the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus 5 and being strengthened by his
grace, and supported by thy Holy Spirit, I may run with
patience the race thou hast set before m=; that when the
great day of retribution shall coine; 1 may look up to my
most merciful judge with joy and comfort, and may hear
those blessed words pronounced unto ime, Well done thou
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord. And this I beg in the name, and through the merits
of thy Soh Jesus Christ. Anien.

A Praijer for Chastity.

. GreaT and gldriods Lord God : thou art a being of in-
finite holiness, and unspotted purity, arid hast declared thy
hatred and abhorrence of all impurity and uncle'anr.'ess. 1
preserit myself before thee 4t this time, beseeching thee to
give me a heart full of sorrow and concern, ff)r that the tem-
per and disposition of my mind are so opposite and contrary
to thee, and that I am so far from that purity and holiness
which thou requirest, and which is necessary to make me
meet to relish and partake of the joys and delights of thy
kingdom.

2 X
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f“ I come unto thee to beg relief and 432

Thisisto be wsed gigeance from thee, and to beseech thees
by such whose case £ he sake of thy d Son. tc dost
requires it. or the sake of thy dear Son, to pardon

and forgive all the impure and wicked
thoughts, desires, and purposes, which I have ever enter-
tained in my mind, and all the immodest and unchaste be..
haviour and dctions of my life.  And, O merciful God, ¥
likewise -implore pirdon and forgiveness for all who have
tempted me, or been tempted by tne, or have been partakers
with me in any kind of impurity. Rescte them from the
power and dominion of their lusts, and grant that they may
be converted unto thee.”]

O be thou pleased to purge and cleanse my soul from all
filthiness of flesh and spirit, and grant that iy body may be
a holy temple, fit for thy Holy Spirit to dwell in.

To this end, do thou enable me to mortify and subdue
all fleshly lusts, <which war against the soul, which wound
the concience, grizve the Holy Spirit, and render the mind
unfit for the perforinarice of holy duties.

Create in e, O God, a clean heart, and renew aright
spirit within rae.  Put thy feat into my heart, and cause
* in my soul a stedfast resolition agzinst, and detestation of
all uncleanness. Let m~ ever remember that thot art every
where present, and that 2ll things how secret soeves they
may be kept from mien, are naked and open to the eyes of
him with whom we have to do. Let me ever remember
that thy holy word declares, that whoremongers, and adul-
teters, shall be judged and condemned by thee, and that no
unclean person shall enter info thy kingdotn, and fhat fof
the sake of these thirgs, the wrath of God cometh upon
the children of disobedience. )

And that I may obtain the grace of chastity, make me,
O God, caraful and diligent in the use of those means that
afe necessary to this end. I know, O Lord that purity is
thy gift ; but I know likewise, that thou wilt not bestow it
on such as be slothiul and negligent, and will not use the-
means which thou hast uppointed for thie attainment of its
Let me be diligent and industricus in the place and station
wherein thy providence has set me, congidering that idle-
ness is the occasion of impurity.  Teach nie to keep a strict
guard over my senses, to refrain from all evil and corrupt
communications ; and grant that my speech may be such, as
may minister to the cdification of those with whom I cons
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‘werse:  'Teach me to be sober in my attire, moderate in my
diet, temperate in the use of all things, prudent in the
.choice of my company, disposed to practise the necessary
duties of moriification and self-denial, watchful over my
own heart, stifling and suppressing the very first motions to
inpurity,

Let me abstain from seeing all such sights, and refrain
from reading all such books, as are apt to excite in me any
Iooseness or levity of spirit; and let me be constant and dil-
igent in reading and meditating on the holy scriptures,
which are apt to cleanse the heart, and to excite pious af-
fecrions in my soul.

Make me mindful of the dignity and holiness of my pro-
fession, and to remember, that if any one defile the temple
of God, him will Cod destroy.

Give me a just esteem and value for the honourable estate
of marriage, whicl theu hast ordained as a remedy against
fornication 3 and grant that {(when 1 enter into it) 1 may
never abuse it, by allowing myself cuch hiberties as are in-
gonsistent with the purity of the christian religion. :

Crant that my =oul and hody may be preserved pure and
undefiled, that glorifying thee in wy body, and in my spiri
now, { may hereafter be glonfied by thee,

Give me a firm jaith in thy power for the subduing all
impurity, and whatever is cantrary to thy blessed will, in my
soul.  Let no di-couragements keep me from presenting
frequent and fervent peti‘icus to thee for this excellent and
necessary gift in the nume of our great mediator Jesus
Christ 3 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all
honour and glory, thanksgiving and praise, vow and for

ever.  dAmen.

A Prayer for Submission to the Wil of Ged, and
Jor Conteniment, ‘

I. O armrcaTy and all-wise God, the creator, disposer and
governor of all things ; fiom thee I have my being, and of
thif fullness I have all that 1 possess and enjoy. O God, grant
thut T muy always adore and reverence thee as the supreme
object of my love, my fear, my hope, and my trust; and
that T may fender thee ail those religious and devout affec-
sions, which are due to thee my maker and sovereign Lord,
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II. Whatever thou pleasest, that dcest thon it heaven and
in earth; from thee cometh every good andfperfect gift,
reither is there any evil that cometh, that tlicu hast not ap-
pointed ; thou makest poor, and makest rich; thou bringest
lew and liftest up 5 grant therefore, I may reverence 3nd ac-
‘knowle.ge thy providence in every thing that befalls me, and
from thence adore thy goodness, and acknowledge thy juss
tice, and pay all humble submission to. thy soyereign will
and pleasure, out of a firm perfuasxon of thy infinite wis-
dom and goodness.

IIf. O God who in thy wisdom hast ordained the several
orders, and degrees, the several different states and condi-
tions of wmen in this world 5 grant me full contentment of
mind in that state thou ha-t been pleased to place me, and
humx]lty to acquiesce in thy dispo:al of me, and grace care-
fully and faithfully to (m.harcre those duties it requires of
me.  Grant me patience under ail losses and dxsap oin-
ments, and remove all repining and envy far from me.

IV. O God, I am thy creature ; my entire dependence is
onthee; grant thdt therefore ny faxm my hope and my trust,
may alwayo be in thee, and that my hope and my trust may
not be in vain 3 and grant { may always fear and obey thee,
for then thou hast promised thou wilt never leave me nor
forsake me. I will therefore take no anxious thought for
my life, what Ishall eat, or what I shall drink, or where. -
withal I shall be cloathed, (asa Gentile that knows thee not)
sumg thou knowest I have need of all these things, and

that it Iseek thy rlghteousueas, all these thmga, shall be ad-
ded unto me, out of thy great bounty and fullness.  Nor
will T be dismayed at any Cellafﬂlfy thou in thy wise pxovx-
dence shalt order for me, seeing all thmgs shall work to-
gether for vood to them thar luve and fear thee.

V. Take from me all smrow, that the love of worldly
thmo' may at any time raise in me, trom rr‘y cuappomted
hopea and dcxxgns in the world, or fro a my evils or calam-
ities of thislife. Let me not hereaftcr wish for prasperity,
for health, or life ; but with the prospect of spending them
with thee, and for thy glory. Ipray not that thou w ou‘dst
give me either prosperity or adversity, health or sickness, life
or death; but that thou wouldst dispose my prosperity and
my adveruty my health, my sickness, my life, and my death,
for thy glory, and for my own eternal welfare. hou only
knowest what is most expedient for me; thou artr my sove-
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jeign master and Lord, guide and govern me at thy pleasurey
~give me, or take from me, as seemest best to thy providence,
and. in all things conform my will to thine. = And grant
-that with an humble submission and holy confidence, I ma
-gqually reverence and adore the different events which thou
~ghalt bring upen me. ' ‘

VI. O God, grant that I may with a constant evenness
‘of spirit embrace all thy disposals, for as much as I know
_not what to ask, and cannot desire absolutely one event rathe
er than another without presumption, and without making
myself the judge of all that train of future things which
thy wisdom has so justly concealed from myview. 1know,
& Lord, my whole knowledge may be reduced to this one
point ; that it is good to obey thee, and evil 10 offend thee.
After this, I know not what is best or worst amongst all
things. Iknow nct what is most prefitable for me, health,
or sickness, riche: or poverty, any condition, any circume-
stances of this world 3 ruch 2 judgment surpasseth the force
and sapacity of ia.an, and Les hid amongst the secrets of thy
good providence 3 which I will reverence and adere, and
humbly subinit to, but will never dispute or murmur against.
Finally, O my God, I commit my life, and the dearest cons
cerns chat attend it, to thy dicposal, in the name of Jesus
Christ my baviour, besceching thee, for his sake, by such
ways and means as thou seest fit, to bring me to life eter-
nal,  diyen.

\

A Prayer for Charily.
(From Mr, Jenks.)

O wmosT gracious and merciful Lord our God, who art
very goodness and love itself ; thou hast commanded, that
he who loveth thee, should love his brother also | yea, that
we should love our neighbour as ourselves.  Father of mer-
cics, forgive me all my sins of uncharitableness ; and give
me a heart to abound with loving-kindness to all the par-
takers of my nature, that are the work of thy hands, and
sharers in my hope,  Let me not despise any for their low
estate, nor hate any for their abusive carriage, or cast off any
as reprobate for their scandalous wickedness 5 but be kindly
affectioned unto all 5 desirous of their holiness and happi-
ncss, and contributing what lies in me to promote it 5 shew-
ing the mercy which thou knowest I nced : and forgiving
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athers as T myself desire to be forgiven ; yea, readyto dis
mbute, and willing to communicate. As I would he
glad to find favour and receive supply of my own wants,
give me, gracious God, a large heart. and (according to my
ability) an open hand, that I may give cheerfully, and sow
plentfully while I have time, doing good unto all men, es-
pecially to them that are of the household of faith ; yea,
loving tha opportunities of such well doing ; and blessmc-
thy name, who hast so blzssed and enabled me ; and refrcsh-
ing myself in making the poor to bless me,

And O that we may all approve oursclves the disciples of

ar Lord, by the love we have for one ansther 5 and shew
tbat we are passed from death unto life, because we love
the brcthren, and bear the greatest kindness to the children
of God; ever esteeming and loving them above all 5 and
holding such as nearest and dezuest to us, thatare so to
thy bl,.ssed seif. O let our Iove be without dissimula-
tion ; not only in word and in tongue, but in deed and in
truth ; loving one a'lother with a pure heart fPrvently ;
lovmc even the worst, so as to wish thcm well, and seck
theis rfood 3 apd having our delight in the saints that are
in the earrh and the righteous thnt are more excellent than
their neighbours ! lovmg them for thy holy image and Spir-
it set upon them : and setting our hearts upon them, because
thou art with them and hast a peculiar favour to them and
with an everlasting love hast loved them.

O Lord of love, kcep me from censoriousness, and rash
judging of any; that I may think and hope the best of all,
which their case will admit; and love every one for his SALC
who has shewed the greatest love for us all, even our dear-
est Lord and on}y Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.

4 devout Prayer that may be used at any Time,

O My God ! infinite in goodness and boundless in mer-’
¢y to all who love and obey thee ; grant me grace, I be-
scech thee, to love thee with al niy heart, with all my
soul, and with all my strength, and for thy sake to love all
‘men as myself : qrve me a charitable opinion of them alk,
whether friends or enemies ; suffer me riot rashly to Judge
er conternniany person of whar state or condition soever,
and if it be my own lot to be despised and rejected bv
sthers, teach me therewith to be content,
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- @rant that T may never study to please men in ahy thing,
‘whereby I may be in danger of displeasing thee ; and that
it may always be my chief and only desire, . to promote thy
honour; and to fulhl in all thingg thy most holy will,

Give me grace; O heavenly fathef, to be entirely sub-
missive and contented under all afflictions, disappointments
and sufferings, which it is thy plcasure I should endure,
and which thy wisdom shall judge proper and useful to ad.
vance me towards thee. And grant that by every tribulas
tion and adversity which may befal me, whether directly
from thy hand, or from men, as thy instruments, I may
be weaned from the world, and more tloscly united to
thee, ( . . '

O heavenly father, I beseech thee, by the merits and
death of thy son, to give me grace, to have thee always
Before my eyes ; and with a holy fear seriously to consider
the honr of my death, which is so uncertain ; the short:
ness of my life, of which, alas! I have so unprofitably,
for trifles, alrcady lost so great a parts the day of judg:
mont, which is so awful to the good, aid so terrible to
the wicked ; and upon the infinite and eternal punishments
which shall then be inflicted upon impenitent sinnexs.

And fiually grant, O infinite bounty, that I may never
seek or find peace or pleasure in any thing without thyself ;
and that thy will may be the rule of my conduct and of
all my actions in this world; and thou thyself my eternal
bliss and hapiness in that which is to come;y ,

O most gracious Saviour! keep me from presuming
en my own sufficiency 5 from relying on my own actions;
and my own conduct. Grant that I may fot trust i any
thing, but in thee alone, and in thy all-suf.cient merits
that all my hope, and all my confidence may be in them ;
yet so as never to make me neglect any opportunity of per-
forming that which thy grace hath enabled me todo.

Fill my heart, O blessed Jesus ! with a lively sense of
thy divine lové ; and deliver me from 2ll the inclinations
of impure and deceitful self-love. Raise iy desires, en<
Tighten tine eyes, and touch my soul, in order to give me
the true knowledge and sense of thy love, of thy mer-
&es, of thy wisdom, and of thy power: as also of my
own nothingness; of my darkness and unfuithfulness §
of my folly and wickedness ; of my misery and of my
weakness.
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O dearest Redeemer | Grant 1 may néver Tosé' the fhe-
mory of thy passion and death, but may always have re-
course to thy merits and t;uﬁinngq as to an assured refuge;
and as a blessed means of reconciliation to my offended
God; and that T may lock on thy wounds, as an effectual
remedy to cure all the defilements and corruptions of my
sinful nature.

O prince of love ! flme so with thy divine love, that
for the sake thereof all toil and travail, all dangers and diffi-
culties may be sweet and easy to me 5 and that in compari-
son of thy sacred love, Imay lock upon all thy creatures;
all their comforts, all their joys and all their recreations, as
mean and contemptible; that if at any time thy infinite
iwisdom shall think fit to withdraw them from me, I may
feel as great cheerfulness in submitting to the want of them,
as I have sometimes found teluctancy to be deprxved of
them. Amen.

SIHORT PRAYELRS TFRCM DR. WARREN.
Before you tead the Bible, or otber gbod bosk, pray thus ¢

OpEN mine eyes, good 1.okd, that | may read the truths
contained in this holy book : Give me a good understand-
ing, and faithful memory, to apprehend and retain them :
Grant that I may follow the instructions, keep the precepts;
selieve the promises, and dread the thteatenings ; that so
they may be instrumental to my leading an holy life, and to
my dying an happy and comfortable death: Amen, good
Lord, Amen,

When you Walk out of your house; pray thus:

O TORD, bléss my going out; let thy holy anigels go
along with me, and let thy Holy Spirit rest upon me, that
I may be safe under thy most mighty protection. I leave
all my concerns in the world entirely to thy dlsposal Di-
rect this family in all their Ways }«.eep their souls in truth
and purity, their bodies in health and ease, and their goods
in safety. .
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Before you begin your work or study.

. THE Lord God of heaven vouchsafe to assist me wit;
his Holy Spirit, and to drive dway from e all sloth and
Ydleness, that I may never neglect to do my duty, but that
Y may take pains while both health znd strength continue,
that when o)d age creeps upon mey and these are spent and
consumed, I may enjoy in peace the rest of ‘my labours,
Be theu present with me, O Lord, in this undertaking.
Grant that [ may go about it with prudence, cheerfulness
and due consideration ; and when it is finished, I may reap
the wished-for fruits and success of my labours.
f
In yodr working, study, or businéss, often lift up your soul to God in this
or a similar prayer,

Dear Lord, vouchsafe me thy grace and blessing, with-
out which ali I take in hand will turn to no account. I be-
licve I am now employed in that honest calling and busi-
ness, which thy providence hath been pleased to allot me.
I hope therefore that thou wilt bless it to me : And fet the
glorious majesty of the Lord my God be upon me. Pros-
per thou the works of my hands upon me, O prosper thou
my handy work. '

As you are v»;'al‘king:or' riding in the ficlds, pray thus': .

Let my body, O God, get strength by this innocent
_ekercise 5 and let my mind receive instructions, by be-
holding and contemplating these thy creatures; hearing
their melody, smelling their sweetness, and observing their
several properties and excellencies. ,
¢« O Lord our governor, how excellent is' thy name in
all the world ; who hath set thy glory above the heavens.””
« When I consider the heavens, the works of thy fin-
gets, the moon and the stars which thou hiast ordained ;
‘what is man that, thou art mindful of him; and thé son of
man that thou visitest him ? For thou Hath made him a lit-
tle lower tHan the angers, and hast crowned him with glo-
ry and henoir ; thou madest him to have dominion over
the works of thy hand ; thou hast put all things under his
feet 5 all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field,
the fowls of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatse-
o7y
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ever passeth through the paths of the waters. O Lord, our
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth ?”

At your return home.
, :

1 Teavwk thee, O gracious God, for my safe returnhome,
that no evil hath befallen my body 3 and no wilfal sin hath
pollutcd; my soul. T entreat thee to pardon all y sins of
ignorance and infirmity, and to preserve me still by thy
gracious providence and protection, the remaining part of
this day, and for evermore.

A Prayer thai may be used before going to Church,
or in the Churcl
(From Dr. Warren.)

O God, let thy blessed Spirit be present with me, and
his grace assist me in all thy heavenly ordinances, that I may
duly exercise myself in them, to thy honour, and myown
improvement.  When I read thy word, let me do it dis-
cerningly, that I may understand the scriptures, and that
they may give light and understanding to me. When I
hear thy word, let me do it with meekness and attention,
and receive it with pure affection, and bring forth the fruits
of the Spirit, in my life and conversation. When I pray,
let me do it with humility, faith, devotion, fervency, and
PErseverance, so calling upon the name of the Lord, as that
I may be saved: When 1 paitake of the sacrament of the
Lord’s supper, let me do it worthily, with repentance, fa:th,
hope and charity, and a due examination of my life, before
1 presume ¢ to eat of that bread and drink of that cup.”
When 1 fast let me do it religiously, not to make a noise,
¢ or to be seen of men 3 but ¢ afflict my soul, and humble .
myself before God,”” to raise my affections, and quicken my
devotions to him: When I give alms, let me do it with
cheerfulness and according to my ability, with secrecy and
silence, ¢ not seeking the praise of men for my reward,”
but looking up to God, to be rewarded by him. In all those
services and good employmsnts which thou hast called me
to, or put upon me, lct me use such faithfulness, care and
diligence in' the performance of them, as thou expectest
from me, and will crown with acceptance, and a glorious
recompence.  ‘That so thou mayest be glorified, and I edi-
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fied by what T do, and may be able to say from experience,
¢« That one day in thy courts is better than a thousand else-

where.” Grant this for the sake, of Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.

A Prayer to be used after Divine Service.

(From Dr. Horneck.)

Bressep Lovd, who livest for ever ; I have prayed, 1
have heard thy Word, I have joined with thy people in their
supplications ; If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, who
shall stand ? pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquities of my
holy things, and what imperfections thou hast' seen in my
devotions ; cover them with the unspotted righteousness of
Christ Jesus, and cleanse them with his blood. Cast me
not away from thy presence, neither take thy holy spiri¢
from me. Accept of my imperfect services, and make me
more circumspect in all my ways. Let thy word be written
in my heart, and let neither the cares nor riches, nor plea-
sures of the world steal it away. And grant, O Lord, that
the word which we have heard and read this day, may
be so ingrafted in our hearts, that it may bring forth in us
the fruit of goad living 3 and give us thy grace to walk ac-
cording to this rule, through Jusus Christ our Lord,  dmen.

A Prayer at our first entrance into the Church,

Logp, I am now in thy house; assist, I pray thee, and
accept of my services. Enable me, and all.who s.:hall this
day meet in thy name, to worsivp thee in spirit and in
truth.

Let thy holy spirit help our infirmities, and dispose our
hearts to seriousness, attention, and devotion, and grant,
that we may improve this opportunity to the honour of thy
holy name, and the benefit of our souls, through Jesug

Christ our Lord. Amen.
" A Prayar at chureh, afler the service is ended,

Bressep be thy name, O Lord, for this opportunity of

attending thee in thy house and service.
Grant that I, and all that profess thy name, may be

1

doers of thy word, and not hearers ouly, Pagion our
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wandcrmgs and imperfections ; and accept both us and owy
services, through our only mediator ]esus Christ.  Amen,

Another Prayer.
Ay your first coming into the church, kneel down, and say,

O Lorp, let me behave myself here in thy glorious pre-
sence with reverence and godly fear. ¢« And let the werds
of my mouth, and the meditations of my heatt, be always
acceptable in thy sxght, O Lord, my strcngth and my re-
deemer.”  Amen.,

After sermon and the blessing, say,

Tuanks be to thy holy name, most gracious God, for
this opportunity of attending thy public service.  Accept
of the services of prayer and praise I and all here hove
made. Pardon our wanderings and’ imperfections; and
deal not with us according to our deserts, bur according to
our needs and thy rich mercies in Christ ]esus our savxour,
Amen.

A Grace before Meals.

O Gop, the author of 2all good, bless these thy crea-
tures to our use. Give thein atrength to nourish us, and,
us grace to love and serve thee in all our thoughts, words.
and actlons, through Jesus Chnst our'Lord.  Amen.

A Grace after DMleals.

O Gop, relieve thc wants of others ; and give us thank-
ful hearts for these and all thy meréxcs, through ]csus
Christ, our Lord. = Amen.

Another Grace before Meals.

Bress, O Lord, we beseech thee, this refreshment tor
our use, and us to thy service, for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.

A Grace gfter Meals.

For this and every other mercy, O God, thy holy name
¢ praised, through Jesus Chrift our Losd.  dmen
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E_]aculatzons and Passages taken out of the Hoky-
Ser zptwes 1o be used upon several occasions,

PIQUS EJACULATIONS,

To be said in the morping, when you first awake,
LY

I. Armsg, thou that sleepest ; arise my dull and drowag
soul, 2nd Christ shall give thee light.

L. "fo thee, O Lord, do Ilift up mine eyes, my hands,
my heart, from this bed where my body hath taken its night-
Iy repose, towards thy heaven where my soul expects her
eternal yest
~ III. My voice shalt thou hear betimes in the morning ;
in the morning will T direct my prayer wnto thee; and will
- look up.

To be said when you rise.

L. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was cru-
cified for our sins, and rose again for our justification, I
arise from this place of bodxly rest, to fulfil thy will, O my
God ! Save me therefore by thy cross and passion : bless,

overn and keep me thlS day, and for ever,  dmen.

IL I laid me down and élept, and rose again; for the
Lord hath sustained me.

To be said when you put on your Clothes,

I. Clothe me, O Lord, with the ornaments of thy heava
enly grace, and cover me with the robes of rightéousness.

IL. Put ye on the Lord ]csus Christ, and make no pro-
vision for the flesh, to fulﬁ’l thc lusts thereof.

To be said when you wash your hands,

I Wisn me, O Lord, from my wickedness, and purge
me from my sin. -
 IL Cleanse me, O God, by the bright fountain of thy
mercy, and water me with 2 dew of thine abundant grace;
that being purified from my sins, I may grow up in good
works, truly serving thee in, holiness and righteousness afl
the days of my life,-
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To be said when you humbly commend yourselfto God's protection upog
vour knees.

Into the hands of thy blessed protection and unspeakablg
mercy, O Lord, T commend this day my soul and body,
with all the faculties, powers and actions of them both g
beseeching thee to be ever with me, to direct, sanctify and
govern me in the ways of thy laws, and in the works of thy
commandment 3 that through thy most mighty protection,
both here and ever, I may be preserved in body and soul, to
serve thee, the only trug God; through Jesus Christ ouy
Lord, dmen.

To be said when you go abroad.

I, Show me thy way, O lLotd, and teach me thy paths,

II. Lead me, O God, in the way of truth, and guide
me for thy merey’s sake,

Iil. O give thine angels charge over me, to keep me in
all thy ways, '

. To besaid whea you hear the clock strike at any hour in the day,

L. Teach me, O Lord, to number my days, that I may
apply my heart unto wisdom.

II. Our time passeth away like a shadow, and we bring
our days to an end, like 2 tale that is told.

III. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, now, aud at the

. hour of death.

To be said when you enter your Bed.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was ctucifred
upon the cross, and laid in his grave for me, I lay me down
to rest : Bless me, keep me, and save me, raise me up
agam, and bring me at last to life eternal. Anen.

To be said as you lie down to sleep. )

I. T willlay me down in peace, and take my rest; for it
1s thou, Lord, ounly, that makest me dwell in safety.

II. Intothy hands I commend my spirit; for thou hast
redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth. ' :

HI. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, now, and at the
Lour of death. ) ‘

IV. Preserve me whileI am waking, and defend me
when I am sleeping, that my soul may . continually watch
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Yor thee, and both body and soul may rest in thy peace for
aver.  Amen. ﬂmen.

For the Lord’s Day.
.
To be said as you enter the Church.
. 1. As for nie, I will go into thy house, O Lord, in the
multitude of thy mercies; and in thy fear will I worship
thee in thy holy temple.’
. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thine house, and
i.he place whete thine honor dwelleth.
III. My soul hath a desite and alonging to enter into
the courts of the Lord.

To be said when you entet your Pew.

I. Ohow amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts ! !
One day in thy courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

II. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will
be always praising thee.

To be said when you kneel down to worship and adore before the pre-
sence of God.

- Houvy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, who was, and
i5, and is to come ; we worship himn that liveth for every
and cast ourselves before his throne.  Thou art worthy, O
Lord our God, to receive glory, and honour, and power;
for thou hast created all things 5 and for thy will's sake they
are, and they were created.

To be said before you leave your pew, when divine worship is ended.

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for the opportunity of at-
tending thee in thy house and service.  Make me, I pray
thee a doer of thy word and not a hearer only. = Accept
both our prayers and ourselves, through our only Mediator
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Ejaculations when we awake in the Night:
(From Bishop Taylor.)
STAND inawe, and sin not : Commune with your own

heart upon your bed, and bestill. I will lay me down in
peace; and sleep; for thon, Lord, only makest me dwell
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i cafety  Bléssed are they that dwell in the heavenly Jei
vusalem, where there is no need of the sun, neither of the
moon to shine in it; for the glory of God does lighten in
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And there shall be
no night there, and they need no candles for the Lord
God giveth thent light, and they shall reign for ever and
ever. : o { .

The day of the Lord will ¢éome as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt away with ferveat heat, and the earth
also, and the works that are therein shall bé burnt up : See-
ing then all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of

God. .

« Lord, in mercy rcmember thy servant in the day of
judgment.” L C

¢« Thou shalt answer for me, O Lord, my God.”

é In thee, O Lord, have I trusted ; let me never be con-

faunded. Amen.

e s

&ame Passages taken oui of the Holy Seriptures, to
be used upon several occasions.

‘When you go about your work, say,

* Prosrer thou the work of our hands upon us, O
Loxd, prosper thou our handy work.” Psalm xc. last verse.

If you find yourself inclined to anger or passion, say,
e Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the
door of my lips.” Pralm cxli. 3.

If any evil lhongﬁts are.arising in your mind, say, _
¢¢ Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spir-
it wichin me.” Psalm K. 10.

1t you are tempted to sin, say,
“How can 1 do this great wickedness, and sin against
God 7 Gen. xxvix. 9. ’
_ “Lord, make a way for me to escape out of this temptas
gon.” 1 Cor. X. 13.
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. After any meréy received, say,
¢« What reward shall I give unto the Lord for all tha
benefits that he hath done unto me ?
« Pralse the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me;
‘praise his holy name " Psalm cxvi. 12. and ciii 1.

, If you are tatnpted to omit your daily prayers, say,
It is written, ¢ Pray without ceasing.”” 1 Thess. v. 17,
W}'leE} you talk of Youf' bu‘sinesé to-day, or to-morrow, you ought to say,
s If the Lord will, we shall live and do this or that,”
James . 15.
When yoil have done any gnod action, say,

. ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name
give the praise.” Psalm cxv. 1

Igjaculations jor Journeying Mercies.

Lord keep me in the way I go, that no evil thing may be-
fal me. ‘Gen. xxvills 200

Grant that I may have a prosfncrous journey by the will
of God. Kom. i. 10. ,

And if thy presence go not with me, carry me not up
hence. Exod. xxxiii 15. _ .

Lord, I bless thee that thou hast said, my presence shall
go with thee, and I will give thee rest. Verse 14.

Afler a Journey.
Blessed be the Lord God who hath kept me in the way
that I go. Gen. xxviii. 20. S
So that I am come again to my house it peace. The
Lord shall be my God. Verse 21.

Ejacultaions to be used by the Sick.

Lorp I am justly afflicted for my sins; O sanctify my bod-
ily sufferings to the saving of my soul.

Lord, have compassion on niy weakness, and lay not mors
upon me than I am able to bear. A

Let thy grace be sufficient for me,

A
de L
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Tn taking any Dledicines,
Lorp give a blessing to the means which are used for my
YECOVETYs

In the time of extreme Pain or Sickness.

O Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, have mex-
¢y upon me and coinfort m= |

Lord, increase my paticoce, or abate my pain.

Blessed Jesus, have mercy on me.

By thine ageny and bloody sweat, by thy precious death.
and sufferings, good Lord deliver me !

O dear Saviour, hear and help me.

Graciously look upon my afflictions.

Pitifully behold the sorrows of my heart.

Mercifully forgive my stus.

On recciving Ease or Abatement of Pain.

Gurory be to thee, O Lord, for this ease and relief 5 be
pleased to continue thy mercies to me {

When the Sick Persen wants Sleep.

Lorp, hear my groanings, and send me restto €ase my
complaints.

After a Slecp.

Bressep be thy name, O Lord; how have thy comforts
tefrcshed my soul!

When in Danger.
Lord, iny time 1s in thine hand, Thou knowest what iz
best and firtest for me. ‘
Lord, resign myselfto thy will, either to live or die 5
but whether 4 live ov die, iet me be thine for ever.
Lord, strengthen my faith, that it may never fail me to
the last,

When Death seems to be approaching.
O Bressep Spirit, support and comfort me in my pas-
sage through the valley and shadow of death.
Suffer me not, O Lord, for any pains of death; to fall
from thee.
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In the last Extremities,
AoRD, into thy hand I commend my spirit |
Lord Jesus come quickly'! R
'D_ﬁgr Saviour, receive me to thy merey.

- More Ejaculations for Sick Persons.
Be ‘merciful unto my sins, O Lord; O bring me out of
my distress. ' o
.Lo'o.k upon my adversity and misery, and forgive me all
.my sins. ‘

Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance upon me, and

maake me to rejoice in thy salvation. '

Forsake me nog, O Lord my God, be not thou far from

.me, . }
Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, T.ord, let thy
Joving kindness and rhy tvuth always preserve me. ‘

Comfort the sou! »f thy servant, for unto thee, O Lord,
do I lift up my soul,

Wot my will, bat thy will be done,

Deal gently, O Lord, with thy servant, Iay no more ups
on me than I am zbhie to bear.

Forget not, O Lord, my soul in adyersity, and let me
never forget to trust in thy mercies, and tq praise thy name,
for it is lovely,

Make me to hear the vnice of jovand gladness, that the
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

O remember not +he sins and offences ‘of my youth, but
according to thy mercy think upon me, O Lord for thy
gondness.

If thoa, Lord, shouldstbe extreme to mark what I have

- gpoke, or thought, or done amiss, O Lord, who may a.
bide it ?

But <hou, O Lord God, art full of compassion and mer.
<y, long-su\fﬁiring,‘ plenteous in goodness and truth, »

Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul, O save me for

why mercies sake.
Ejaculations to be used by ihe Dying, or to be read
. to them as thegr Souls arc departing.

O Lowrp, of whom may I seek for succour but of thee,
who fer my sins are justly displeased ¢ Yet, O holy and
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most merciful Saviour, deliver me not into the bitter pamQ
of eternal death.

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of my heart, shut not
up thy merciful ears to my Prayers, but hear me, O Lord
most holy, O God'most mighty, O holy and merciful Sa-
viour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer me not at
my last hour for any pains of death to fall from thee. '

Lord, the Princeé of this world cometh; O let him have
nothing in me. Lord, the snares of death compass me
round abuut, O let not the pains of hell take hold upon me;
but though I find trouble and heaviness, yet O Lord, T
beseech thee, deliver my soul.

3ay unto my soul, to-day shalt thou be with me in Para.
dise.

Dear Jesus, who humbledst thyself to the death of the
cross for me, lef that death of thine sw ccten the bxturness
of mine.

O blessed ]ecus, who hast loved me, and washed me
from my sins in thine own blood, recelve my soul.

Into thy hands I commend my sp'rit, for thou hast re-
deemed me, O Lord thou God of truth Come Lord Jes
sus, come qmcldy : :

She ‘;&"i—,’nf

AN ALPHABETICAL TABLE

!
OF THE WEEKLY COLLECTS IN THE BOOX OF COMMOXN PRAYEE,

Reduced under proper Heads.

Affiiction.  Prayers for deliverance from, and support under
afffictions.  Collects for the third Sunday after Epi phany,
eighth after Trinity, and sixth Sunday in Lent.

A/welv A prayer for the guardianship of angels.  Collect
for St. Michael. i

Charity. See Love.

L/zasith A prayerfor chastxty. CoHe"t for tnel 3t Sun in Lentf'
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Christ, A prayer for the imitation of Christ. Collects fo;.
the Sunday next before Baster, and the 2d Sun. after Laster.

For the benefit of Christ’s denth. Collect for the Annunciation,

Church., Prayers for the universal church.  Collects for the
firth Sunday aftor Epiphany, the third Sunday after Laster,
St. John the Evangelist, and the two first Lullcct; for Géod
Friday.

For the unity of the church. Collect for St. Simon and St. Jude..

‘or the peace of the church.  Collects for the fifth, sixteentl,
and tw enty second Sundays after Trinity.

Comfort. A prayer for spiritual comfort. Collect for the
Sunday aftcr Ascersion. -

Contrition. A prayer for contrition. Collect for Ash Wednesda y.

Covetousness. A prayer against covetousness. Collect for
MMatthew's day.

Couraze. A prayer for chrlstmn courage. Collect for St,
Iohm Baptist.

Ernemies. A prayer for deliverance from enemies. Collect
for the third Sunday in Lent.

Ecample.  Prayers that we may follow the example of Christ.
Col l"Ctb for the Sunday next before Eastex and the second
Sunday after Easter.

Fath.  Prayers for aright and firm faith,  Collect.for Trinity

~ Sunday, St. Thomas and St. Mark. .

For Faith, Hope, and Charity. Colleet fm the fourteenth Sun-:
day atter Trinity,

Grace. Pmyels for grace and assistance in our christian course,
Coliects Tor the fourth Sund: vy in Advent, second in Lert,
Easter-day, third Sunday after ¥ aster, and the tirss, beventh
and thirteenth after Lrinity.

Ieaven. A prayer for heavenly desires.  Collect for Assen-
sian day.

For admittance to the enjoyment of Godin heaven. Collects
for the Lmv)llaily, the sixth'Sunday after Epiphany, and the
Sunday aiter Ascension.

Humility. A prayer for humility and patience, Cellect for
the Sunday betore Easter.

Tllumination. Prayers for illumiliation, or a right judgment in

* all things. Collects for W hit-Sunday, first Sunday a itc
Epiphany, and the ninth after Trinity.

" Judgments.  Prayetfs for deliverance from judgments. Collects
fox‘ Septuagisima, Sexagesima, and the 4th Sunday in Lenr

Love. Playus for the lov“ of God and higlaws. Collects f5v
the fourth Sunday after Easter, and the sixth, seventh, and
fourteenth after Trinity

For Love and Charity, Loﬂoct for Quinquagesima Sunday.
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Dinisters. A prayer for the fitness of ministers. Collect fon

" 8t. Matthias.

That they may be diligent. Collect for St. Peter's day.

That their labours may be successful. Collect for the third
Sunday in Advent.

Mortification. Prayers for mortification. Collects for Cir-

- cumcision and Easter-Eve.

Qbedience. I’rayers that we may obey and follow the doctrine
of the apostles. Collects for the Convegtion of St. Paut
and John Baptist. See good works.

Prayers. Tor the acceptance of our prayers. Collect for
the tenth Sunday after Tumty

Providence. Prayers for protection by God’s providence,
Collects for the second, third, fourth, and twentieth Sunda}"

after Trinity.
Purity. A prayer for purlty of heart. Collect for the Py

rification.

Re elwmtwm A prayer forit. Collect for Chrlstmw -day,

Be‘;{azon A prayer that we may be truly religious. Collect
for the seventh Sunday after 'lmmy '

Saints. Prwy ers for the Imitation of them, Collects for Ina
nocents day, St. Stephen, St. James, St. John Baptist, and
All Saints.

Scripture. A prayer before reading the Seripture. Collect
for the second Sunday in Advpnt.

Sin.  Prayers for conversion from Sin, Collects for the first
Sunddy m Advent, the fivst Sunday after Easter, St. Andr e,w,
St. ]ames, and St. Matthew

For pardon of sin, Collect for thc twelfeh, gwenty-first, and
twwtﬂy -fourth Sundays after Trinity,

Sincerity. A prayer for it, Collect for the thlrd Sunday
after Taster. ’ '

Holy Spirit. Prayers for the direction of the Holy Spirit,

" Collect for the nineteenth ‘wun(ny after lnrntw, andg mth
after Faster.

I(mm'(zi?owv. FPrayers for deliverance from, and support under,
*‘rmptauon ‘Collects for the fomth Suuuay after:

Epiphany and the second in Lent, .

Tioushts A prﬂm against evil thoug‘m CoHect for the
fifth bunduy frer E'(Ct(l A

Unbelievers.” A prayer for Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Iferetics,
The third Coilect for Good Friday. T

Good Works.  Prayers for Fr uitfulness in good works. Col-
lects for the hith Sunday after Easter, and the first,
uinih, elevenih, thirteenth, seventeenth, and twenty filth
Sumdays after ﬁﬂn‘t}'
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AN ALPHABETICAL
TABLE

Ghewing where to find Psalnis suited to pzrticular subjects and occasions.

Adoration of God, Psalmi 8, 65. 95, 96; and145. ( Bee Praise.)
~—— of the sacred person in the Trinity, Psalm 47
Advent, Psalms propar for, 18, verse 8, 50, 89, Y6, §7 U8
146G, verse 6, &¢s
Aflivied, prayer of, Psalm 13, 42, 04, 102, 119. ver. 61, &c.
and Psalm 143. :

and

-, comforts of, Psalm 119, verse 49, &c.

~~, complaint of, Fsalm 42, 77, 104, 119, verse 81, &c,
and Psabu 142,

Afflicted, Psalm proper for, 119,

Ajfliciions, beunedits of, Psaln 94, verses 12, 13, and 14, Psalm
119, verses 65, GG, 67, 63, 71 and 75.

Afliciions, deliverance from them celebrated, Ps: 34 and 107

Aged Baiut, prayer of, Psaln 71, verses 17 and 18.

Alms griveng, Psala 41, verses 1, 2 and 8, and Psalm 112

Angels, gudrd of the righteous, Psulm 84y verse 7, angd ’sahm
9i, veree 11 and 12.

Angels, called to praise the Lord, Ps. 103, ver: 20, 21, and 292,

Ascension, Psalms 24, 47 aud 68, verses 18, &c.

Ash-Wediiesduy, Ps. proper for, 51 and 139 (Hee Penliential.)

Assistance from God, Psalins 158 and 144.

Atheism practical, punishment denounced against, Psalm 14

;, prevalence of lamented, Psulins 10 wnd 12,
Attridutes of God, Ps. 36, ver. 5, &c: Ps. 111, 143, 146 and 147+

Blessing of God oni temporal blessings and comforts Psalm 127,

Blessing s of a tamily, Pealm 128.

, temporal promised, PsahnMM%, verse 12 té 'Lh’.i‘ end,

———, promised to the righteous, fsahus 1, 82, 127 and 144,

Bloo! of Christ, cleansing from sin, prefigured by the cere-
woneos of the law, Psalin 510

Bro:herly love, Psainy 138:

Care of God over his saints. Psalm 34.

Charily to the poor. (Sec olns gloiag.)

Charifeble man, blessings pronfsed to, Ps.41.veres 1, 2 and 3.

Childre., comtorts of, Psalm 127, verses 2, 4, and 2.

e e structed in Gods lavw, Vsalm 78, verse 8, &e. P
119, verse 9, &c.
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&hrist, the true David Psalm 25 and 89. (See.Davz'a“.) )

ey cOvenant made with him typmed by D David, Psalm 89.

divinity of, Psalm 45, versz 6, &c. I“salm 47 and 110,

———, his incarnation, Fsalm 40, verse 6, &c¢.

e, Ttvid in the pub on of) desuabes his sorrows and t‘xe/

malice and persecution of his enemics, and prays for deliv-
,erance, Psulms 992, 58, 41 and 5&, .

Chr ist, his death 2 and sufrer Jrés set forth in the percon of Dn~
vid, Psalms 22, 40, 41, 35, 55, and €9,

Clum, his r"surlect'on predicted, Psalin 2. 16, verse 9, &c..
Psalm 69, verse 29, &c. Psalm 118, verse 92, &c.

C/’ms his ascension celcbrated, Psalms 24, 47, €9, &e.

, his e#altation in his human nature to his J\”edzaiorml
Ixznrr(wm Psalm 2, verse 7 to the end, Peahis 8, 21, 72,
50, 110 11& and 132, »

(Vms[ his glcrlﬁmtlon In ms human nature, Psalin 3 3.

—— l.ml to his church celefirated, Psalm 45

~Z——, his love o his enemies, Pszlm 35, verse 11 &c.

, bis glory and power, l’salm 45, verse 2, &c.

— hml«.nwdom among the Gentiles, Ps. 72,87, 110and 182

~—, a priest and & king, Psalm 110,

——, curstrength .ll"‘dl)[ hteovsness, Pr. 71, ver. 14, 15 & 16

.-‘_.-—_, I is firsh and gecond coming, Psalms 50, ¢C, 97, and 9

Clristas oy, Péalm 4%, Psalm 85, three last verses, Péului

59,110 and 15

Church, (‘stabhahed by God, Psilm 44,

built on Jesus Christ, Psalm 118, verse 2 22, &c.

gathered and settled, Psalm 122,

its beanty, worshin anrl 01(‘( r, Psalms 48 and 192,

i, the birth ])lfica of somts7 ualm 7. )

———, safety and joy init, s, 27, ver. 4, &ec. Ps. 48 and 84,

by destruction of s enemiecs, Psalm 76, .

» Gentiles gathered into it, Psalms 45 and 47,

, God defends it and ﬁvghts for 1t, Psalims 20, 46, 1 5
'md lw. .
Church, Christ’s love to ity Psalm 4
» God's presence in it, and dr‘ light in it; Ps. 24 and 132.

i, the garen of the Tord, Psalm 62, verse 12

¢y the spouse of Christ, I ali 45,

———, its Incrense, Psabu 67,

ey 11} dfumtlon Psalws 44, 80, and 89, verse 48; &c.

e, coniforted, I‘ alm 125.

, the houour and safety of a nation, Psalm 48.

-, its fustivals joyfully attu\dcd Psalm 122.

Comfort and s;ppuzt i God, P Psalm 4, Psalm 16, verse 5, &c.
Paluis ¢ 34,84, 46, and 94, verse 12, &c.

Comfort and support in God from 2 view of his past mercies;
Pualay 77, verse 10, &o.
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Comfint and support in sadnese 'v'ayefl for, Ps. 102 and 142,

NS ———SY o € TV72 I prayed for, Ps. 42 43 and 514
Caamnnion o{' Saints, Pealm 14 an \1 194, :
Complaint, of absence from p - worship, Psalm 42,

e, of sickness, Psalm 5,

S of tunpmt’on and spivitual afliction, Psalm 42,
e ——vf the prevalence oiimpioty & wickedness, Ps. 10812,
e e o guarrelsome 11f>"rno(\uxs, Fsaln 11,

SRS — ] hi‘avy offlictians n yind and body, Ps, 109 & 145,

Compassion of (zed, Psalms 103 and 145, verse 8 to the end.
Ca/L/{wsim/ ot s, rupentance and parden, Psalns32, 58,51, 150
and 140,

Confirmation, Psalins prover for, 1Y, ver. 7, &ec. 25, ver. 7, Sc,
&, var, 11, &e. 51, ver. 9, &o. 119, ver, 9, &ce. ver. 3%, &c.
verse 105, &

Consclence, 148 g

Consecration of o

Contention, cm.nz;m',ued of, I’:

Contrition, an act of, Psalne 25 and 51.

Converse wi‘th God, Psulm 63,

Conversion of Jews aund Gentiles, Psalms 87, 66, 107 and 12

Corruption of snanners general, Psalms 11 and 1+,

Connsel and sapoort lmm (ch Psalms 16 and 110,

Couraze in death, Psalm 16.

Covenant nmadie W‘Eh Christ in the person of David, Psalm 89,

Creation and prov uknuz, Psalms 39, 104,185, 156, 147 and 148,

Creatures, no trust in Lbc'n, and God a]l au[.m'(‘:wc, Pselm 83,
verse 10 to the end.  Psalms 62 and 146.

Creatures praising God, Psalm 148.

i V‘Hieved Pealms 92 and 180.
ms 24, 27, 84, 100, 122 and 122,

Dawvid, in his suf"crings, deliverances, kingdom, &r. ot
Christ, Psalms 2, 18, 21, 22, 35 44, 44, 45, 55, 69
109, 110, 118 ana 182. (Bee Chris z.‘.)

Death, courage in, Psalm 16, and 23, verse 4, &c.

— dehvuance from, Psalms 41 and 116,

——— of Christ, Psalms 29 and 69.

s of saints and sinners, Psabus 37 and 49,

—-—— the effects of sin, Psulm 80.

Defence and salvation in God, Psalms 3, 18, 61 and 121.

D Zm/mo sinners warned, Psalm 95, verse 7, &c.

Delight in God, Psalms 18, 42, 63, 73, and 84.

Deliverance begun and peltccted Psalm 85.

from despair, Psalm 18.

from deeyp distress, Psalms 34 and 40.

— trom death, Psalms 31 aud 118,

—————— from oppression and falsehood, Psalm 56.

— from persecution, Psalms 5, 7, 53 and 94,

= ——— {Tom slander, Psalms 5 and 31,

3 A
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Deliverance from: shipwreck, Psalm 107, vérse 23, &c.
" emtem— —— by prayer, Psabins 34 and 40.
Desertion and distr'ess of soul, Psalm 13, Psalm- 23, verse 16,
&ec. Psalms 88 and 148,
Desire of knowledge, Psalm 119, verse 83, &e.
— of holiness, Pralm 119 verse ¢ 26, &c.
e of comiort and succour, Psalm 119, verse %9, &e.,
——- of quickening gracs, Psalm 119 verse 25, §c..
D’.’S(}[’lll()na? the c‘uu ch safe in them, Psalm 46,
Devation, Psslny 1594,
—~—in sickness, Psals 6 and 39, .
Divection, 1 'cd ior, Psalm 25.
Distress rchievyd, P sahms 34, 40 and 130,
Bivinaty of Cheist, Psalm 45,tverse 6, Sc. Pralm 11().
PBominion of man, Psalm 8, verses 3, 4 ,«, 5 and 4.
Doubts and foars s.xppkwsud Psalms 3, 81 and 42.

Euaster Eve, Ps. proper for, 16, ver. 9, §c. and 40, throe 1st ver, '

Easter, Psalms proper for, 2, verse 7, to the end. Psalm %0
Pasolm 57, six last verses, and Psalm 118,

Ldzt( m/);l YLhUIOLw, fsulﬂl 3‘1‘ VErse 1} P .‘.lh‘ﬂ 78 Ver;e4_4 (%'C. .
Psalm 119, verse 9, §c.

Eoypt's lvpuuu Fsalm 105. .

Fid of r th cous and wicked, Psalms 1 and 3%.

Lsiemics of Obrist and the church (typified by the enemies of
David zmd Israel) Psalms 18, 48, 68, 74, 76, 83 and 102,.
verse 13, &e. (See Christ, Church, David.)

Enuy and unucuc" cured, P:alms 87 and 49.

Epiphany, season of, Putilme proper for, 22, verse 27, Psalms
485,47, 67, 72, 67, 85, D8, (See Gentiles, Kingdom of Chyrist.)

Fguity and wisdom of providence, Psaln 9

Fwenrng Psahios, 4, veres 3, &¢, Psalmr 63, 8d and 4th stanzas.

Fuidences of grace, Psalm 15 and 46,

Foedl times, Psaln 12

Ewil neighbours, Psalm 120,

Ewil magistrates, Psalins 58 and 82,

Exaltation of Christ, Ps. 2, ver. 7 to the end, Ps. 8,21 72& 116,

Ezamination, Psalin 26, 139, two last,verses,

Faith in divine power and mercy, Psalms 57, 62, and 180, four
Iast verses.

Fuithfulness of God, Psalms 89, 105, 111, 145 and 146. -

" rtlsefu%, blasphemy, &e. Psalms 12 and 56.

Family love and wors‘np, Psalm 138.

b”’SSlﬂC‘s, salm 198,

Fear in the worship of God, Psalm 89, verse 7, &c. Ps. 99.

~—— and reverence of God, Psalm 33 ., verse 8, &c¢, Psaln 122,
(8ee God, lis power and majesty. ) I 4
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- Fears and doubts. suppressed -Psalms 3, 31, 34 and 42, .
Liaitesry and deceit complained of, Psal, ns 2 and 36
Lormui worsaip, Psalm 50, 4th stanmp&c.
- Forgiveness of sin prayed tox, Psalm 6, 88 and 51. (See Pen.
ibential pardo;z J ' e
Frailty of man, Psalm 39, verse 7, &c, PsalmiB9 versés 47 and
" 43, Psalm {-)O, 144, vetses 3 and 4.
Fretfulness discouraged, Psalm 37. .
Ariendship its DiLaSl'l"S, Psahin 133, .
Funeral, Psabns proper for, 59, verse 7 &, Pﬂlm 89, verzes
47 aad 48, Psalous 90, 144, verses 3 and 4,

Gentiles given to Christ, Psalms 2, 22, 27 and 72.
gathered into the charch, Ps 45, 47. 67, 87and 95,

owning the true God, Psalms 5. 67, 24 and 93,

Glorif; .Lfcatwﬂ of Christ in his human ¢, Pasalm 8.

Gilory of Lhust, Psalm 45, verse 2, &c.

Glory and grace promised, Poniia iy '5'7, last three verses.

God. his greatness and glory, Psalia s, foar drst and last verses.

his 1)61bethllS and prov.descy expoiled, Psaln 86, verse
' 5 &c. Psalins 65. 105, 145 and 147

God, his goodness, &c. Ps, ti - “)‘..VCI'SB 7, &c. Psalm 147,

his omniscience, Psuiin 15

— his ommpresbnw, Psaha 1.}9

his omnipotence, Psain §5, 89, verses 6, 7, § and 9, Pa.-
93and 96.

God, lllsjusmce Psalm 92.

" e his sovgrcwnty and ooodness, Ps.s, 7.). 82,118 and 144..,

——— his compassion Psaun 103, 145, verse 8 to the end.

his care of the saints, Psa.lm 3, verse 3, &c. Psalm 7y
verse 8, &c. and Psalin 34, °

God. our ‘defence and salvation, Psalms 3, 83, 61 and 115.

eternal, &c, Psalm 93.

eternal and man mortal, Psalms 90 and 102.

faithfulness, Psalms 59’ 103 111, 145 and 146

~—— govdness and mercy, Psalms 103 and 145.

~——- goodness and truth, Psalms 145 and 146.

— governing power and goodness, Psalm 66.

greatness and goodness, Psalms 68, 144, 145 and 14%..

_ the judge, Pbalm 9, verse 7, &c. Psalms 50 97, Psalm
98, last verse, Psalm 149, last verse.

Bod, his majesty, Psalms 68 and 97.

his condescension, Psalm 113.

mercy and truth, Ps.36, verse 5, &c, Ps. 103, 136 and 145:

—— made man, P:.alm 8, verse 5, &c.

— his perfections extolled, Psalm 36, verge 7. &ci Psalm
111; 145, 146 and 147,
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God, our portion, Psalm 4, verse 6 to the end, Psalm 73, verce
25 to the end.
God, his power and majesty, Fs. 68, 89, ver. 6, &c. Ps. 93 & 96.-
——— our preserver, Pralms 121 and 138,
——— present in his church, Psulms 46 and &4,
——- our shepherd, Psalm ‘)5,.
—— our support and comifort, Psalm 94, verse 12, &c.
——— supreme governor, Psalms 75, 82 and 95.
—— his vengesnce and compassion, Psalms 68 and 97.
S unch;uw“abie Pealma § L) and 111,
worihy of all praize, Psalins 145, 146 and 150,
(;uod Friday, Psalms proper for 22, 55, 40, Psalm 41, verse
5 to the end, Psalins 55 and 69. (Sce Christ, his wﬁermga
ana’ death.)
Good Work:, Psalm 4, verse 8, &e. Psalms 15, 24, verse 3, &c.
I'salm 101, verse 3, &e. Psalms 112 and 110.
Goodness of God celzbrated, Psalms 108 and 147, (See God.)
Gospel, its blessings, glovy and saccess, Psalmis 19, 45, 89, U8,
110 and 111,
Glovernment, from God, Psalm 75.
Grace prayed for, Psalms 25, 42 and 43,
—a—1its evidences, Psalin 26.
—— without merit, Psalms 16 and 32.
of Christ, Psalms 45 and 74.
and providence, Psalms 23, 36, 135 and 136.
preserving and restoring, Psahm 57, 66, four last verses,
Psalms 125 and 148,
Grace and glory, Ps. 84, two last verses Ps, 97, three last ver,
Gmce pardoning, qmcnenmb, and sanctifying, Psalm 115, ver,
5, &c. verse 98, &e. verse &7, &c. verse 73, &c.
'Grmtness of Gad, and his goodness, Ps. 68, 144, 145 and 147,
Guilt of conscience removed, Psalms 32, 51 and 120.

Harvest, Psalm 65, verse 9, &c. Psalin 147, verse 8, &e.

Health, sickness and recovery, Ps. 6,30, 88, 39, 90,10¢ and 116.

Hearing of prayer, Psalm 4, 65, first four verses and Psalm 66,
last two verses.

Heart known to God, Psalm 189, verse 11, &c

Fleaven, Psalm 16, verse 9, &c. Psalm 17, last verse, Psalm 24,
verse 3, &¢. Psalm 97, verse J.l, &c. Psalm 106, verses 8 and 4.

Historical Pealws, 73, 105 and 106.

Holiness, Psalm 4, verse 3, &c. Psalm 15, 94, verse 4, &c. Ps.
106, verse 3, &n Psalms 112 and 119,

Holy Spirat, supplicationfor, Ps. 42,51, ver. 10, &c. (See Grace)

Hope and trust in God, Psalm 3, 16, last thxee verses, Psalms
18, 27, 31, 4G, 55, dure ce last verses, Psalms 62, 71, 66 118,
wverse 9, &c. Psalm 125,
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Fumitiatizs, day of, Pucﬂmc s proper for, 10and 60.  (See Pen-~
1 ) "

dtential P
Humiliry, profession of Psalm 121.
Hypacrites and hypocmsy, Psalm 12, 50, verse 17 to the end.

leth reproved, Ps. 115, verse 2, &c. Ps. 135, verse 15, &c .

Incarnation of C hrist, Psalm 40, verse 6, &c.

dustruction, spiritual, Psalm 25, verse 3, &c. Ps. 94, verse 11,
&e. Ps-:dm 113, N

Insiztution of a minister, Psalms proper for, 122, 152, verse 9,
&e. Psalm 153,

Tnstructive Psaims, displaying the different characters and end
of gand and ’“ﬁimen 1,5,7,9,10, 11, 12, 14, 15,17. 24,
2, ‘JS. 34, 98, 97, 50, 52 53, 56,773,775, 84, )1 92, us, 119,
119, 141, 1‘3\) 127, 145, 134.

Inleroes;iuw, Psalias of 20,67, 192 and 152

Jews, conversion of, Psalm 106, last five verses and Psalm 195
~—— saved irom Igypt, and brought to Canaan, Psulms Gs,
105, 107, 114, 135, and 136.

Jews’ travels in the wilderness, Ps. 78, 106, verse 6, &c. Ps. 114,
Judmmment day of, Psalm 1, three last verses, PsalmaO 935, two
Jast stunsas, Psalm 97, 95 three last verses. (See Advent.)

Justice of God, Pralm 92. (See God, his perfections.)
Justification ron the free grace of bod Psalms 32 and 130.

Kinadom of Christ, Psalms 2,72, 87, 89, 110 and 182,  (8ee
Chiist, ]L/‘m//rm// )

Ringly office of Christ, Ps. 21 and 110, (See Chrid, ,E])Zj)/’

uw‘L”/ e, spmtual desired, Psalm 119, verse 5, &c, vevse 53,

ge.verse 129, &,

Law of God, its excellence, consolations, delight in it, &o. Pa.
19, and 119, verse 5, &c. verse 53, &e. verse 97, &c. verse,
105. &¢, verse 199, &c

Tent, Psalms proper for, (See Penitenticl Psalms)

Libes n/zl,/ to the poor, Psalm 41, three first verses, Pealm 112
verse 3, &c.

Life. its shortness and frailty, Psalin 39, verse 4, &c. Psalin 89,
\’Clue 47 and 48, Psalm 90.

Life, uncertainty of, Psalm 39.

Longing after God, Psalms 42 and 63.

Lord’s Day, Psalms propu for, 63, 3 first stanzas, 95,96, 103
and 118, verse 19, to the end.

Love to our neighbour, Psalm 15.

Love of Christ to sinners, typiﬁed in the love of David to hig
enemies, Psalm 85, verse 19, &a

Love, brotherly, Psaln 133,
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Alagictrates warned, Pralm 58 and 89,
Magistrate, a good one described, Fralm 101,
Majesty of God, Psalm 65, (See Gool.)
Jdan, his dominion, Psaim 8, %d and three foHowing verses,
~~—, Lis nrortality, Psalm 39, verse 4, &c. Psalm 89, verse 47,
and 48, Psalm 80, verse 8, &c. Psalms 102, :
Barriage, mystical, and typical of the union between Chrigg
ard his Church, Psalm 45, verse 9, &c.
Melancholy reproved, Psalms 42, and 77, verse 10, &c.
Meycigs, common arel special, spiritual and temporal, Psalms
103 and 107.
Mercy, prayed for, Psalms 25 and 193,
of God, celebrated. Psalm 86, 5th and following verses,
Psalms 66, 89, 103, 136 and 145.
Airacles in Egypt and the wilderness, Psalm 105, verse 23, &c.
106 verse 8, &c.
Morning Psalias, 5, werse 8, &c. 19, 63, 150 verwe 6, &c. and
141,
Mortality of man. (See Man, his mortality.)

Nation's sefety is the Church, Pralm 48, verse 9, &ec.
s prosperity, Peaim 144, four last verses,
blessed and punished, Psubm 167, verse 88, &c.
T P ) 9 y
National deliverance, Paalvs 76, 194 and 1¢4.
National desolations, the Church and people of God safe
) m
them, Psalms 46.

Bbedience, sincere, Isalm 52, four last verses, Psalm 189, three
last verses. '

Old age, Psalm 90, verse 10, &c. ,

Omiipresence of God, Psalm 149, (8ece God.)

071:;@.70776;105 of God, Psalw. &9, 6th and i‘ollowing versgs.
(See God.) ,

Omaiscience of God, Psolm 129, (See God.)

P&fffﬁn, merey aAnd grace prgyed f'o;, Psﬁ.lms 6, 25, 82, 51,
€5, 18C, and 148, (8ec feniential Fsulis, Hepentance. )
Pacsion. Week, Pralms proper for, 22, 35, 41. verse 5 to the
_end, 55 and €. (bee Chodar, fus sufferings and death, )
BPuatience under olliictions and persecutions, Psalns 57, 59, 150,
verse 8, &o.and fsuha 151,
Zfeace and holivess, vrged, Psalm 84, verse 14, &c.
Feace, returmn of, after war, Sradms 98 and 118,
Ifen:ittn?za[ Pralms, 8, 3%, 5¢, 51, 102, 150 and 149,
Pegfections of God extolled, Vsalm 36, verse 7, §e. Psalms 111
A ~ ¥ g ) e N v ke
145, 346 and 147, (See God.) "
Persecuted Saints, Pealms 30, 44, verse 9, &c. Psalms 74 and 80,
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Porsecution, prayerin time of, Psalms 7. 71 and 143,
——courage in time of, Pbﬁ,lﬂl& 46, and 94, verse 15, &c.
w~—deliverance from, Psalms 9 16-and 94
Persecutors of David as the type of the Mesaaa-], and of the
Church and people of God, Psam.; 7, 83, 44, T4, 8 2, 129
and 110.
Pestilence, preservatmn in it, Ps'dm
Piety, instruction in, Psalm 34, verse 11 &e.
Poor charity to. (See Abms giving.)
Portion, God our, Psalm 4, ver. 6 to fl‘e end, Psalm 73, ver,
25 to the end.
Power of Christ, Psalm 45, verse 2, ete.
LPower of God. Psalms 68, and 89, versz 6, ete.  (See God. )
Praise Psalms of, 66,100, 103, 111 138, 143, 146 and 147.
for creation and providence, ])B.Ju)h 33 and 104.
from all creatures, Psalm 14 ,
for temporal blessings, l"a‘ ns 08 and 147.
for eminent delive ram,oq Psulms 34 and 118.
, for the victories by which God cfiected our redemption,
PsaAms 8. .
for heatlth restored Pgalms 30 .tnd 116. .
-+—for hearing prayer, Psalms 60, four last verses,
to the Messiah, Psalm 4.35.
———from all nations‘ Psalms 117.
for protection, grace, and traih, Psalm 57, verse 7, &ces
—for rain, Psalm 65, verse 9, sec.,
Prayer, Psalms 4 and 65.
Prayer in time of war, Psalm 20.
Preservation daiy, Pealm 121,
Preservation in time of public danger and calamity, Psalms 45,
91. and 112, four last verses. .
Preservation from sin and its punishments, Psalms 19, ver. 12,
&c. Psalms 25. 28 and 40.
Preserver (See Gedl.)
Pride, impiety and oppression punizhed, Psalms 10 and 12
Priestly office of Christ, Psalm 110.
Propagation of the Grospel, Psalms 45, 47, 68 72 and 145,
Prophetical, Psalms, 2, 16, 22, 40, 25, 68, 72, 87, 110, 118,
Prosperity, dangers of, Ysatm-73. :
Praosperous sinners, their. fearful end, Psalms 37, 49 and 73.
Protection, of Grd extended to the righteous, Psalms 84, 7th
* and {'ollowmv verses, Psalms 87,61 and 125.
Providence of God Fsalm 104.
———, its wisdom-and equity, Psalms 9, ver. 7, &c...
Psalm 96 =nd 97.
—————anl grace, Psalm 38, ver, 9, &2 P Psalm 147,
ey its m/stexy u!unlu(u; Py Ln 73,
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Pron ir[zm‘e, in the works of creation, Psalm 33, 35 65, 89,
104,107,185, 156 and 147.
Punishment of sinners. (See Prosperous sinners, Sinners
warned. ) ‘ ‘

Qualifications of a Christian, Psalms 15 and 24,
Cuickening grace. See Gmce. J

Rain, Paalins 65, werse 9 &c. and 147, verse 8, &¢.

Rrdemption; the mnfm% oi celebrated, Psalms 103 and 107

Recovery from sickness.. (See Sickness. )

Relative duties, Psalms 15 and 133,

Religious education. (See Education.)

Henovation, Psalm 51, ver. 7, &c. Fsalm 119, ver. 53, &e. (See”
Grace. '

L‘e])mz’ﬂwce, relative to, Psalms 6, 82, 38, 51,102, 130 and’
s ) ang

Pesignaiion, Psalm 89, 128 181,

Resto g orace, Ioalth verse 3, (See Grace

Resurrection of Clnlbt and of the saints predicted Ps. 16, ver. 9
&c. Ps. 30, 49, verse 15, and 118, ver.. 22 &e. (See Cﬁrzs.,.
Easter JZ'Z/C, Easter.) -

FReverence in worship. (See W'omﬁzp )

Riches, vanity of, Psalm 49,
Righteous, character of, Psalm 15. (See' Floliness. )

Righteous, pretected by God, Psalm 34, verse 7, uC. 37, 41,
and 144 verse 12 to the end.

I?g/].tno7L,¢ blessings promised to, Psalms 1, 52, 121 and 128 '
(See Sai '-122"..;.)

an/z!eousfﬂaa ‘of Christ, trusted in, Ps. 71, verses 14, 15 and 16,

}?zv/zteozzmm, from God Psalm 71, verse 15, &ec.

}

Safety in danger, Psalmq 61 and 91. (See Preservation. )

Saints, characcter of, Psalms 15 and 24.

Samtv, protection pxom;sed to, Psalms 34, verse 7 to the end,

%7, 91 and 125.

Sa]»urlzon, and eternal joys, Psalms 19, 21, 27, 36, 50, 62 75,
84, 85, 87, 97 and 126. :

Scnpwre, excellence of, Psalms 19 and 116.

Secasons of the year, Psalm 65, verse 11, &c. and Psalm 147.

Sel examination, Psalms 26, and 139, la,st verse.

Self-righteousness disclaimed, Psalm 71, verses 14, 15 and 16,

;S]zep/zerd (See God.)

Sincerity, Psalms'2g, 139, verse 21, &e.

—proved and rewarded Psalm 18,

Sichness, Psalm 6, 50, 38, %9 and 116.

Stn confession of, Psalms 82, 88, 51,-130 and 148, (See
Lenitential Psalms, Repentance.) '







