


TWQ 

SEn~IONS 

ON FAMILY FRAYERJ 

WITH EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS; 

AND A 

<!Collection of ~raptrg, 

SELECTED AND COMPILED 

BY THE HON. AND REV. CHARLEfl STEWART, A. M. 

Minister of St. Armand, Lower Canada, and Chaplain to the 
Lord B,ishop of Quebec. 

Take ye heed, watch and pray. MAIlK xiii. 55. . 
I say ~Ulto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching an, 

thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them. !VIA 1'1'. xviii. 19, 20. 

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and wa~ch,. 
iug thereunto with all per;erverance, and supplication for all saints. 

1Ir1l. vi. 18. 

f!0ontnaI: 
fRINTED BY NAHUM MOWElt" 

181i. 





CONTENTS. 

Letter to the Episcopa1 Congregations in St.-Armand, 
"Two Serll1.0flS on Family PraY'Cf, 
An EXtt'lct from a Sermon by Archbishop Tillitson, on 

the Efficacy of Prayer, - - - - Q 

On the duty of Public, family, and Private Prayer, 
An Exhortation to Prayer, 
A serious Ex,hortation to the great duty of ~amily Prayer, 
On Forms ot Prayer and the excellcilce of the Liturgy, 
On the duty of Kneeiing during the performance of Prayer 
Three Canons of the Church enjoining attenti'm to Di~ 

vine 5ervice, enacted in the reign of James the 1st. 
:Meditations and Ejacuktions to be used on gOIng to church 
An Extract from the \Vhole Duty of Man, shewing 

that it in every man's power to take that care of his 
50ul which the Gospel requires, 

- Extractsfi-om ~Mr. Nelson's PraGtice if True De'Votion. 

43 
45 
51 
55 
59 
67 

69 
7() 

On Pervency of Spirit, .. 7{' 
-On improving the Means of Religion, 79 
On reading the Holy Scriptures, 81 
On the danger of neglecting to <'eceive the Holy Com~ 
m~~ M 

An Exhortation to Family Prayer, by Bishop Gibson, ~ 

, Extractsfrom Bishop Wil..on's Parochialia, or Instructio~s to 
'. the Clergy. 

Concerning Family Prayer, 
Admonition proper for Parents, 
Instructions proper for Young People, 
On Worldly-Mindedness, 

,.'. 

Extractsfrom the Knowledge and Practice qf Christianity, 
by Bishop Wilson. 

I 

A seasonable Instruction on Prayer, 
The Duty and Benefit of Morning Prayer for any person 

in private, 
A Morning Prayer, 
The Duty and benefit of Evening Prayer for a person in 

private, - • 
A» Evening Prayer; .. .. • .. 

103 
ib. 



Morning Prayerfol' a Family, 
Parents for Chiluren, 

PAG~. 

106 
108 
ib: Evening l'rayer for a Family .' • .' • -

Select SCriptures, and Meditations upon them, which may 
tcach us how to profit by reading the Scriptures 110 ' 

A short and necessary In5trnction for the Lord's day in. 
, the Morning, d - , -.- -. 'Ill 

A short Prayer at your comIng Into church,.. 112 
A short Prayer before you leave the church, 113 
A Prayer for Sunday Mornmg ib. 
A plain and useful instruction for Sunday Evening, 114-

. A prayer for Sunday Evening, 115 
A short Admonition to all, and especialy to Masters of 

Fmmli;'s -' 116 
Grace before our Meals, and Grace after our Meals, 117 

Extracts from Sir James Stonhouse's Spiritual Directions for 
the Uninstructed 

Directions concerning Prayer, - - lI8 
Sudden or Ej:1culatory Prayer explained, ib. 
Solemn Prayer explained, ~ 119 
Inwanl Affections and outward Gestures while Praying, . ill. 
On Rising Early, '" a • '" • - 120 
A Prayer for the J'>'Iorning, ib. 
Behaviour after 'Morning .Prayer, 122 
How to perform Evening Devotions, ib. 
A PrEyer for the Evening-, - 123 
Order' and Method in Praying, 124' 
On the duty of saying Grace, 125 
Forms of Grace before and after :NIeals, 126 
A Prayer for a Child, 127 
:Benefits of rarhily Prayer, ib. 
_-of ihterc2ssion, 128 
Directions concerning our Conversation, 129 
Hints for Connrsation with the Afflicted ib. 
On the Influence and Regulation of it, • ib. 
How to discourse on God, our Neighbour, and Ourselves 130 
Remarks on points of Controversy, and our Charity' • 

. towards all De~omitlations of Christians,- 131 

AN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION. 

OF SELF-EXAMlNATION • . . 
It. Prayer before Self.Examination. 



" PAG:l:, 
Motives to Examination,'togethel''with some Rulesto qe 

observed tht!rein, . 135 
Heads of EXaluihation, JS.!t 
A Prayer consisting of Confession of sins, and imploring 

Pardon and Grace, which may be,us:.)d in·our p.f?para-
"tion fo 1', the Sacrament, or at any other time of extra-
'" ordinary devotion. " 141, 

Some short Prayers propel' tobe used for the eI)forci11g 
our Holy Resolutions, and for the assistance ot', Gou's 

. ?,race to ~nable us to perform rhem, - - '144,. 
A . ~oncludlng Prayer, - - - -.. - 145 
Anot,her Prayer to, be ulledbefore Self-Examination, ib 
The Convinced Sinnel:,s IJrayer, 146 
A Prayer to be lised by one newly awakened to a seDse 

of the Divine Life, . . 14~ 
A prayer for Ab~tjnence and Mortification duripg Lent, 

or any other season of particular Humiliation, ' lSI) 

AN 'OFFICE FOR CONFIRMATION. 

On the Rite of Canfirmation, l.~X 
, a Prayer, tobe used by a Ministe, or Parent, or any In-
. 'structor preparing young persons for Confirmation, ISS 
A Prayer to be used by any person pereparing for Con-

firmation, - ~ ,-" Q '. - - - 154.0. 
:A Prayer after Confirmation, -.- 155 
Another Prayer after Corifirmation, 156 

"An Exhortation to perseverance in the faithful discharge 
of our Christian Vows, - - - - - 15'1 

AN,,,oFFICE FOIt THE HOLY ,COMMUNION. 

A Discourse on the Nature of the Holy Communion, 159-
Advice and Direction abont receiving it, - \ 161 
A Prayer t() God that he would be pleased to ~assjst and 

accept oUr preparation .to receive the Holy Sacrament, 162 
,On Examining-ourselves before we receive it, . - - 163 
A Prayer before Self-Examination; , 16' 
Brief Heads of Self-Examination on each Commandment, 166 
A penitential Confession' of sins, wiih an humble supplica-
, tion for Mercy and Forgiveness, - - -

An Act of ContritiiJ!'l, 
A Resolutiotl't6 lead a New Life, 
-;A Prayer for Faith in Goo's Mercy through Christ, 
Another', form of Self-Examination, - -
A Prayer to be used after Examination • " .. 

168 
ib. 

169 
ib. 

nO 
171 



!"ASEt 
-/lpreparatdry M'edi~atfon to bring the ,Mind jnt~ a ~eri. ~" 

ous Frame, - - -.. - - - - }II 
A Prayer to be used before receIvmg the Holy Sacrament, 174 
Another Prayer bdiJre receiving, 175 
Ejaculations before receiving, 176 
___ and M,~ditatiolJsto he used at any time, but 

particularly after the consecration of the Elements, ib. 
Prayers at receiving, - - - - ~- -, ,- 17f! 
EiCiculations and hlevations of the Soul after recelvmg", ] 80 
,A" Prayer when the Conmiuniol1 Sel'vict: is ended, - lSI 
---- to be used ;lfter receiving the Hoi y Communion, lQ2" 
----In private' afta receiving the Holy COlnmunion, ib~' 
____ in our retirement after receiYlng the Holy Sa- .... 
~m~~ 1~ 

:Srief Rules for prepan)tion for the Holy Communion, 
and Behaviour both at and llfter it: with short Pray-
ers and Meditations suitable to. that oec.a:slUll, 184~ 

AN Ol'FICE FOR THE SICK. 

'Prayers from Dr, Pal~y's Clergyman's Cumpunion in Visiting the Sick. 

Prayers for the Sick, .' 
A Prayer for Thunkfulnl'!SS in Sickness 
----for a J::le&sing 011 the Means used fo.r a Sick 

PersOR's Recovery, 
A Prayer fo.r the grace/of Patience, 

191 
192 

ib. 
193 

• . . foJ' a pcrwn who. hath l;Jeen a No.to.rious '\Vick. 
ed Liver, - - - - _ _ _ _ _ ib. 

A Prayer fDr a Sick Woman with Child, 194-
--fo.r Grace and Assistance for a ,\Voman after 

Delivery, but stil in Danger, - 191 
Fo.rms of reco.mmending the Soul to. Go.d, in her Depar-

ture from the Body, - - - 196-
.A Prayer which may be used with the Friends or Rela-

tions o.fthe Deceased, 197 
A Prayer fora Person who. is Afflicted with Grievous 

Pains in his Body, - - - - 198 
,A Prayer for a Person in a Co.nsumption Gr any Linger-

ing Disease, , 199 
a ~ray~r, for one l:n,der Fenrli and Doubts cancerning 

hiS ,SpIrItual CondItIOn, oy unde}' l)crpiexing Thoughts 
and Scruples abo.ut his Duty, L :200 

A Prayer for Natural F.Jols, or Madmen ill • 
....... --- to. be used o.n the Deflth o.f II Friend, 201 
~ ... ---ofptepa~atio.\lfor Dea~b, ,...... ...... -~~! 



PRAYERS FROM DIFFERENT AUTHORS . 

.it Prayer to be used d~rlng Sickness, 
_--,_"_to be used at'tl'l" rec()very, 
.A short PraYl'r to b:: used. by thct:tck Person himself, 

2O~ 
- 203 

ib" 
f,.. Prayer to be used by any Friend in behalf of a Sick or 

Affiictcd Person, ' - 200-
A Pmycr to b~ used by any O:1e or more in ::t Family in 
; the presence of' a Sick pU'son; 1'11: i c It may be also. lIS­

eel by H. person ill private, in behalf nf Sick Friends; 
and luavbe added to the Morning [md Evening Pray-
ers in the Family, ' . ib .. 

"'- Prayer for H person under f.ny grievGus Pains, - 20" 
"'- short Praye~' to be used bJ' '" Sick per:;c'n \,,':len he takes 

Physic, " - 200 
A Prayer to be used by a Sick pelW~lI before the taking 

of PhYRic, . , ib. 
Another Prayer to be mied at taking Physic, - 207 
A Prayer to be frequently us~d by it Woman with Child, ib ... 
_ for a woman dl'l1wing-neal' tIl<;: ~imeof her Travail, 208 
---~. for a: IV oman in Travail, to be used by her 
: Friends, 209 

A Thanksgiving after a safe Delivery, ib. 
_______ to be med by a 'VV om~n after her safe 

Ddivery, when she is able. - 210 
A Prayer to be used by a Woman after her safe Delivery, 212 
.An Admonition to those who are recovl:riod frum Sickness, 213 
A Thanksgiving after recovery from Sickness, 217 
___ , --for recovery from Sickness, or an escape 

from Danger,- ib~ 
Prayers to he used by Sick or Dying p<:>rsons for trusting 

. God with their Wives and Children, - - 21S 
A Prayer [01; a Dying'1V[an, past Hope of Recovery, - 219 
______ to be used by a person at the HOlll' of Death, 22() 

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR THE LORD'S DAY, 
iU~D FOR ANY OTHER DAY IN THE WEEK, 221 

P:RAYERS FOR PERSONS IN PRIVATE, FOR 
THE LORD'S DAY, AND FOR ANY OTHER 
DAY IN THE WEEK, • 256' 

,fRA YERS FOR YOUNG, PERSONS AND SERu 
VANT&", ,-



PAG~~ 

PRAYEHS FGRVARIOUS OCCASIONS .. 

A Prayer for the DevoutObs(Orvance of theLord's Day, ~1 
, . for the Hight Obser~nce of Holydays, - 292 
----on any F~stival that relates to our Saviour, 293 
----on any Saint's Day, ;.' ,294 
.---- for a person in PrivC\te, upon any day of Public 

Pilsting and HumJli:1tioll; 'Yhich may b~ used after the 
Morning Servec€ of the day is over, 295 

On the Bv~me occasion; which may be used after the Eve-, 
ning Service; ... . / 298 

.A Prayer which may be properly added in Time of War, 300 
Ii Thanksgiving and Prayer in privf'lte on a day set apart 
, by Authority Jor Commemorating any National Bless-

ing or Deliverance, ib. 
A Thanbgiving for Victory over our Enemies, 30"2 
A Prayer and Thanksgiving for the Annivclsaryday'of 

our Baptism, 303 
A Prayer in Time of vV,w, 304-
----in public Commotions ann Distractions, ib •. 
Two PraY2rs for a day of public Fast;r,g and Humiliation 

in Time of ViTar, 306' 
A Prayer for our Enemies, sot 
---' -' - for Temporal Blessings,ib. 
-, ---- in Time of Prosperity, 308 
Two Thanksgivings in Time of Harvest, 'S09 
A Family Prayer fo," the Morning of a Fast Day, - 3] 0 
------for the Evening ora Thanksgiving Day, 311 
A Prayer for a Family in Time of VI at', . 3)2 
----to be used at the Close or Beginning of a Year, 313 
---- fol' the King, the Royal family, and for all Ru-

lers ond Magistrates, 315 
A Prayer for the Clergy, - . - SII') 
A Clergyman's Pyayer for himself, 317 
A Prayer by Lord Bacon, - ,. 318 
~--byPrjnce Eugene; -' 319 
'Two morning and evenint' Prayers for the use of Schools, 321 
A Prayer to be used before the Explanaticn of the Cute-

chi~m, 
A Prayer to be used'after the explanation of the Catechism 325 
~_-ro be used by parents for their Children, ib. 

326 
ik 

S').7 

_--- to be used by Masters of FamiL.'E. ot Tutors, 
__ --for our Patrons and Benef9ctors; ~ ' .. 
•• _____ - to be used by Parepts-for'their Children, '. ... 



¥n 
flljII.~ 

~' 

\.~' PraY~ t~ be ~ by one 5ntr\lited willi t.b.tt tdllQII.tio~QEl 
" of Children, • - ~ - • .. • S2a 
A Child's Prayer for better Ability to,pray, .'.. 330 
A Prayer that may be used for and with PriSj)net&, ., ib. 
';I, •. , that may be uSed with cOlldemne'd Prillonel'l by 

those ~'who visit them, ~ ,S31 
A Prayer for imprisoned Debtors, • ". • , ·i~ 
.. ~ Prayer to be used by Debtors and all Perllons Obliged, 

by Contract or otherwise, - • • - • 334 
APrayer to be used by a Prilioner for Debt,. 0 3Si 

" before a Journ'ey~ • _ • ,e, • 8si 
Two Prayers before a Journey, and two Thanksgivingsaf- . 

ter a Journey, ," -- - ,,;0 • .- '3~7 
III Prayer forV:te safety of a person, or persons, going to Sea, 300 
A.. Thanksgiving for a safe return from Sea" - '.. ib,. 

, A Prayer to be used by one eb.:gaged (or li-kely to be en-
gaged) in a Lawsuit,. - .. ..;. ib. 

A Prayer before making a Will, ..., ' sit; 
"""'-___ chiefly in Scripture Language, in which the 

fl.everal branchei of the chriiitian Temper are briefly 
, enumerated, •• - - ." ;. Mi 
The Meditation and PrayOr' of a Chriitian whOJ!e Heart is 
, warmed by the prospects of Death, • ~ 
A Prayer for the Troubled S()ul, - ,. .. .. 345 
----- for a Persl!n under Affiiqtion, .. M6 
~.-, for a Person in a State of Poverty, .. ~ SiB 
.' .' for Person uuder Doubts of the Lawf"ulness of' 

any Action, . • .'. .. ,-,. • JJ50 
A Thanksgiving for Deliverance from arty Trouble or Af-

fliction either in Body or Mind,:.. .. 551 
A Prayer for the Protection of AngelS', . , ;" 352 
1 for a right Use of the Means ot Grace, ;. 358 
\"" for a right Use of the Scriptures, ib; • 
.;,' after reading the Scriptures,:.. " 554-
---- for a right Use of our Timej" ib • 
..... ' --- for a right Use of our Speech, $55 
--__ for the right Exercise of Zeal, " 356 
--~~ 1'01' Acquit ourselves as we ought in ottr several 

Places and Relationa, -
A Prayer ot Divine Assistance, 
_____ for Sincerity 
----for H meek and 'l.uiet Spirit, 
"'-----'- fOf Chastity, 
---' --for Temperance, ~ 
---- against Covetousness. 
)~-f6r'Ch"stjty, 

,. 

ib. 
357 
358 
359 
360 

ib 
. 3<>1 

i\ll 



'v.iH 
'i'U. 

. . '11 to G d a" nd fi'oPr, A(>~ J. PrS:ler for Sulnniis6ion to the WI 01' 0" 

, Contentment, ~ 363. 
A PmY€f for C'l1l1ority, - ~. .. ..... 56.~ 
~ Devott Pr:f'cyet that m~y b,e used a~ any tiqW, S6q 
A short Prayer that may be u~ed before you ~ead the Bi~le, 

walk out, &c. _ .. _'. • .. 36S 
... Prayer that niay be ~il before going to Churcb. or ih 
. the Church, Q" - ." .. • • 37.Q 

A :Prayer af'te'r Divine Seryice,:c .," S71 
;Prayers before and aftei' Divine S~ice,.. il;J. 
Graces before and after Meal~, - .. .. .. ~7~ 
.EJaculations and ra.c;~agm ta~cJ? out oftlle Holy Scriptures, . 

to be used on several Occa~j(Jns,.. 37S 
An Alphabetical Table of the' Weekly Collect" in. the 

Book oiCo~lhon Prayer, re~uced u,nder proper heads, 580, 
An AlphabetIcal Table ~hew1l1g where to'find Psalms 

. gll.it"d to particular Subject! and Oc~ionil, '.. . 3~, 
The ci,..obt Beatit-udei'l,~. ! ~ ;.' ~.' - ~9.~ 



, , PXQ~ 

A PraYer til be w.el.\ by QD.e entruied wit!!l the Bd¥~ation 
of Children, S2S 

A Child's Prayer for better Ability to pray, ~ .; 3S0 
A Prayer that may be used for and with Pri~oners, ;, ib. 
;, , that may be used with condemned Pri,80~er,iby 

those who visit thenl, ~ ) 3~1 
A Prayer for imprisoned Debtors, ~ m Q -s~ 
A Prayer to be used by Debtors and all Persons O~liged 

by Contract or other\l'i,:;e, - • e ~ '. S~ 
APrayer to b~ used bya Pri~ciner for ;Debt,. ~33S 

, " before a Journey, ;' , - - - ; SSQ 
'fwo Prayers before a Journey, and two Thanksgivings af. . 

t,~r a Journey, ',. - .• - - - - '33~ 
A Pmyer for the safety of a person) or persons; gojpg to Sea;3~ 
~ Thanksgiving for a !lufe return from Sea, . . ib,. 
A Prayer to be usedby one engaged (or likely to be en-
, gaged) in a Lawsuit, - , e ,'" - • - ib. 

A Pray~r before making a Will, ~ ;:. ,;, , ,. S4G 
, chiefly in Scripture Langu9.ge, in which the 

lS2veral branches of the chril>tian Temper are briefly 
.. enumerated, • 341 
Tpe Meditation and PrliY6r of a Christian whose Heart is 

, w'lrmea by the prospects of Death, = - ~ M$ 
A Prayer for the Troubled Soul, =.. ,,345 
____ fdr' a Persr;n under Affliction, 346 
.i-.-.._-~ for a Person in a State of Poverty, .; ~ 34.8 
~ 'for Person under Doubts of the Lawfulness of 

Ilny Action, ,~ • ." G - - - ~50 
A Thunbgiving for Delio-erance from any Trouble or Af~ 

fliction either in Bodyor Mind, P S51 
A Prayer for the Protection of Angels, • ~S2 
. for a right Use of the Means of Grace, ... !ISS 
----for a right Uile of the Scriptures, ib .. 
___ after reading the Scriptures, - 35+ 
- for a right Use of our Time," ib • 

• ' for a right Vie of our Speech, 35$ 
___ '_' __ far the right Exercise of Zeal, - 3D6 
____ for Acquit ourselveli lUI we oughtin <lur ievexal 

Places and,Relations, 
A Preyer or Ditine Assistance, 
____ for Sincerity • 
____ for a meek and quiet Spirit, 
--.-for Chastity, 
____ for Temperance, 
--- against CovetousneBs. 
~-for Cl-ta6tity, 

,. 

ih~ 
357 
358 
359 
360 

ib 
361 

fb 



PAG:t'b 
.. ~ Prayer tor ~ubm;slJjon to the Will cit God, and for ' 

, Contentment, 363 
A Prayer for Charity. - _ M ~. 365 
A Devout Prayer that may be used at any time, BOO 
A Bhort Prayer that may be used before you read the Bible, 

walk Qui>, &c. • • -' - - - S68, 
~ Prayer that may be med before going to, Church or in 

the Church, '8 - • - _ ~ a 370 
A Prayer aftw Divine Service, 37 r ' 
Prayers before and after Divine Sen-ice, ib. 
Graces before and after Meals, - ~ 31Z, 
~jaculations and Pasllagffli taken out cf the Holy ScriptWas, 

to be used on several OccMions, _ . _ .. 373 
_"'n Alphabetical Table of the Weekly Collects i11tbe 

Book of Common Prayer, reduced under proper heads, 380\ 
~n Alphabetical Table she"'ing where to find Psalms 

6uited to particular SubjE;-cts and Occasiorn:, Sw.3\ 
T1te. cight .eootitu:dt~,~. ' , Co, 'I ~~ 



~ge 

EItRATA. 

10 Line twelve, erase I belief!<!. 
Li I1e nille, from the bottom, for 1'?O1'8 r~ad impr':Jve. 

Il u.ne eleven, f0r < .. re~d and. 
14 Line twenty, after least in1<ert a comma. , 
F Line ~r3t, for their read t:,em, and after them insert a full !ltol1,.> 
~l Line nin,e, from the hottom, after Sjltri/""l in~ert life an,!. 
40 Line fiifteen" €ra.e the full stop after p"r]'as,f!. 

Last line read Hebrews before CuIQ;siau:;. 
57 Last line for rJ1fii; read xx: viii. ' 
go' 1.i118 thirty, after was insert not. 
O'l Line thin,een, after spirit in~e;'t I will pray ",ilh the qndel"li\~n~. 

ing also. 
63 I~ne eight, for throl,;gi! read thou!1;h. 

Line fourteen, for other read others. 
69 Line five, fr' ... -: the hotto~, for cuifreaq coif; 

~OO' Last line read Luke l;iv. 
111 une fou" read Luke xi. 
11.9 Line eizht, from the bottom. for 25 read S'J. 
l~a Line lWO, for 'rulereat1, relief. 

Line five, for him rcad us. _ 
~'39 L~ile twelve, after though insert there m?J be some S~{. 
146 LIDe twenty, three [or 77!e read'man. 
175 Lill~ f"urteen, f"",!avilJ~T read .avo!!r. 
189 Line eleven, from the bottom, aft',r Aer.e jnserl: an!!! 
w,o! I.ine nine, from the h"ttom, for my read an. 
2£5 Line thineell lor and read "f. 
23::l Liae fitst, for praise read pl~asc. 
f,!37 Line thirteen, for under read i~ 
roo I.ine.3ix, cra8e a:n(l. 

Line eight, fur the read thy. 
~82 Line five, frO!il the-bottom, for ~iv. t~dd l;v,;', 
~jJS Line .even, from fhe battom, fo.- the r",\d:i, 
298 Lrl1c ncvcn, for condf,~.pt read ContemD. 

iloUD Line six, from the bottutn, erase J1()~I;.iltg Pi"l7yef',~. 
~14 Line sixleen1l from, the bOttUli.1~ re-ad. art('lU afc:; oqr'sdves, i.Q.at'e~ 

of b(lf~)ri: CO;i.lm~t. 
SIS L~ne si::nee:o, for prqfc.~s£,Jn r.ead ~1jt,eM.ion. 

'-.3]6 Lllle five, {rom tire bottmn, for r.rr:o"d I cad 8om.i]. 
cr19 Line five, eraoe ir •. 
3'20 Line twel1n\.for t -:1 re?..1 my. 
d':22 J .. ine.,fo,ur. for .'wnct£f\cati'l1t read satle-:f.:-..crion. 
~40 Line twd-ve~ from t'}te botton'l, for C:l:~;1i~ n:: ... d ~ntaH", 
3';41 Line 8il[tee~, from. th-.:- bottnm~ f~;r a ;·e;:·l :-1". . 
~ .. Line five, frOIT1' the buttoi'n, rp~ .~'''JIJ& read Bfih. 
6';~~E:.Lill€ n;ne, for Om~t'ntlim read Cor~\'''!.i·:l;OD • 

.. '1B-'3_.Line·£lve~ :for s(,,,crL'd read ~'ec.(Jli~'. . -
': Line ,thirt~e'n, froI!( th~ b~fttO~tl~ [0-;){':~P.{~>I~~ r,od hl13T.n.~35f 
~S4 Line fir9t~ fur ~5 r."~d ;J~~. . " ., " , 

tS~!e.t';v{~vc", i0: t~ f"f;ct q:L 





Page 

ERRATA. 

J 0 Lin~ t\velvp, erase 1 belietJ£. ' 
I,i?e ni,\e, fro~,the bottom, for.1JJ""ve read iIllPI'DVt'. 

11 Lme eleven, for a. read and. 
14 Line twenty; after [ea..t in,ert a com"'la. 
17 Line lirst, for their read them, and after them insert :t filii .tDP", 
~l Line nine, from the bottom, after .pirilual insert life ud. • 
40 Line fiifteen, erase the full stop after 171,r1'"':' . 

Last line read Hebrews before ColQ3'Sians. 
57 Last line for rx"i. read xxviii. . 

. '<:l Line thirty, after ..0:'" insert not. 
!:Jl Line thirteen, after spirit insert l will pr",y with the tlndcrst;tn~. 

ing al.o. ' 
~S Line eight, for through read thoqgh. 

Line fo~rteen, for other read others. 
69 Line five, from the bottom, f9r cu.ifread coi:' 

100 Last line read Lnke xiv. 
111 Lin~ four, read Luke xi. 
i 19 Line eight, from the bottom, for M read j':;. 
l~,S Line two, for ru.le read relief. ' 
'. 1'; ne fi ve.. for him read u.. , 
i'59 Line twelve, after thD1.gh ineert there "'''y he some .!u~, 
~46 Line twenty, three,f<>r me ~ead man, 
175 Line fourteen, for sa~iour re:td savour. 
189 Line eleven, from the bottom, '1fter here insert ana 
902 Line nine, from the bottom, filr my read <to. ' 
:iiJ!5 Line t11;lrteen Lor [l7~q read of; " ,." 
:252 Line fiist, for praise read please. 
~57 Line thirteen, for undn- read ill>: 
$0 Line "ix, erase C!,nd. ' 

Line eight, for the read thy. 
)1'82 Une five, from the bottom, for .,iv. read xv,i. 
5/85 Line seven, from the bottom, fur the read~, 
298 Line seven, 'for condemn read contemn, ' 
;;06 Une six, from the bottom, erase Morning Prayers. 
~14 Line ~ixteen! froni, th~ bottom. read a7;elC after ourselves il1stea~ 

of b~forc commIt. 
515 Line sixteen, for In:ifess~')1t read possession. 
{II!) Line fi'fc, (rom the bottom, for ser:ot"i read sound. 

,G19 Line five, erase ia. . . 
3£0 Line iwe/ve, for iily rc"d my. 
3':!.'l Line four, for ronc{.ijlcatif)'Tt fe-Lid ~"tti!'.f;'l.cljon. 
:'40 Line twclv€, from the bottolil, for d.olail read em:<!.~. 
~H Line sixteen, from the bOllom, for a re~d as. 
1,{.~O Line .five~ frOln the botton1. for si;r(~ n::ad fifi.i\. 
:lI~;z r.in" nine, for CmwnJicn read COllvenion. 
,::ffl5 Line five, for er;c"ed J,.,,,d Second. 

Line thirteen, from the hottom, far i>k~fi;r'd rt'ad bu')~ 
?'84 Line first, for 2.5 r~aj:3 i. , ~ " 

r~n,~ CW13} 7" for 6"iJ ~l!d V'g. 





ADDRESS 
TO THE EPISCOPAL CONGREGATIONS OF 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH AND TRINITY CHURCH; 

IN ST. ARMAND, 

:LOWER-CANADA. 

lifY DEAR FRIENDS .AND PARISHIONERS, 

I AM happy in presenting to you the book of Prayei't 
which I some time ago promised to prepare for you. Tho' 
I have taken considerable pains in compiling it, yet I am 
sensible that it is defective in many respects. But I have 
resolved not to defer printing it, that you may without' 
delay, have the use of it; and that this edition may faci­
litate my printing another one with improvements here .. 
after, if my years are prolonged to me. My two Sermons 
on family Prayer have been lengthened by several additions 
made to them since I preached them. The variety oftop~ 
ks embl;aced in them, and these being for the most part 
of a partial nature, must partly account for the plainness of 
the language; and my desire of affording, you useful in­
struction on the subject of them, must apologize for their 
not being treated of in a more free and interesting manner. 
At first I proposed Printing only a selection of Prayers in 
addition to the Sermons, but in making this selection, I 
found myself enabled, without much trouble, to furnish 
various extracts from pious works, suited to my subject and 
to the practice of true devotion. Persuaded that these 
would be acceptable to you, I have printed them. Some 
of them are chiefly explanatory of the service and system of 
our Church. This I am anxious for your thorough hlOW­

ledge of, confident that you will like it, and that you will 
cultivate Godliness in proportion to your increased under­
standing of it. Far be it from me to be prejudiced against 
any denomination of Christians, and I can venture to say, 
that I am not sa as far as almost any man can presume to 

B 
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a5sert it. My heart's desire and prnyel' is, that all peor;le 
and nations may worship God in spirit and in truth, and 
H hold the faith in unity of spirit; in the bond of peace, 
and in ri"hteousness of life." I would a\'oiJ hard questi­
ons, ahd ~olllmandments and docL1'ines bf men, fearful of 
encroaching on tlie purity and the liberty of the Gospel, 
aDu ob the love of Gou and man, whicL i; the bond of 
perfectness. But at the same time, I wouid walk in the old 
paths, amI point out the good way, which the Saints and 
heroes of the Reformation, and the llartyrs of our Church, 
were raised up by God to repair and establish; and stand­
ing in them. ~I would stri\'e to serve the Gospel of 
our lord Jesus Christ with zeal according to knmvledge. 

My sentiments on the snbjects treated of in the follow',:; 
ing extracts, hin'e been fi'equently heard by you. I al1l1l0W 

bappy in giving you them in a better ~lJ::lpe, and in tbe lane" 
guage of some of the best and greatest Divines t~lnt have 
ever liveu. It is not my speakillg or writing t.o you valua­
ble truths I care so much for, as for yOIl!' le:rrnmg them. It 
is a plain and humble b09k which I haT;'e puulished, intend­
eel specially for your good; and I hope, it will be profita­
ble to all,who use it. I have endeavmed to make it \1S use­
ful a Manual of its size as I could, and I haye therefore ex'­
tl'Ucted PrRyers and passages from the best auth(m; in my 
possession; but I have to regret the want of a few books 
'\vhich would have assisted me in making this collectiOl:l 
more complete. All the Prayers are selected from difteren't 
publications; and .as far as it has been in my power, I ha,~.e 
given the names of' the respective authors. None of them 
.are taken out of the Book ofColl1rl1on PrE\yel' of our Church; 
as most of yon are already supplied with that most excel,.. 
lent collecticm and valuable boely ofDiT~inity. I must ex­
hOlt. you to use this book (the best one in the world drawn 
IIp by uninspil'ed men) diligentl,r, in private as well as in 
fmblie worship; that you may)'rove this and all your tal~ 
ents to the glory of God, and to your growth in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Let me intreat your improvenaent of this book also. You, 
will find in it Prayers and short discourses or reflections 
suitecl to almost every exigence anll situation in life, and 
furnishing you with instruction and aid for your edification 
in knowing and doing your duty in all the worship and ser­
vice of God. The principal Qbject I h:we in "iew in prin-

I 
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inn- it is, to persuade yon to use Family Prayer, and to as­
sia you in the performance of it, certain, that this is a mos~ 
imperious duty, and that the prtlctice of it will contl"ibute 
D.lOr.e than any thing else can, to the increase ofreligion in 
yourselves and in those dearestto you; and to the enlarge­
ment of the kingdom of Christ in the Church, and in your 
neighbourhood in general. Heads of Families who are 
communicants in the Church here, and who do not perform 
it, must Dot any longer neglect it. They are withont ex:" 
cuse for such remissness in their duty. Ample dil'ections, 
instnictioJ:l;s,_ apd assistance,. ar\,!. a:(fcm:led them, and they 
must make improvem,entQ,(t"hem'ias t17-ey would be worthy 
partakers of the ~?ly GO~1Imtwiop. 

I shflll here oqseyve.tllat !post of theprftyers in this book 
itlayb~ easily adaptc:!d to family worship, by merely chang­
i~g the n umbel; of, the parts of speech in which they are 
eX'pressed, and using the plural inste,1d of the singular num­
ber, as for instans;e, saying, """Y e'~ instead, of" I," '4 our" 
instead of " my," and so forth .. 
: I commit the book to the Prc1ls ihhumble 'reliance ~ 

the !!raceof God,that it ~ill be profitable to the Q'Ood llf 
YOu~ souls, through his mercy and your diligen~ ll~ of it. 
YOll must work tog~ther with me in the c::\J;e o£,yo~l"r souls, 
cUld in the' service bf tile Lord; and you must pray for 
G.od's blessing on this little work, and on r..1l your and my 
labonrs in the, Loyd, that Godrp.ay give the increase, an~! 
that we may be blessing and blest .. by and with one &I:\othe:r. 
Pray for us, as we pray for you;. and let us as,sjst each 0-

tller ih worshipping God here on Earth, tha}: we may in fits 
good time, worship him together ,for ever and ever, in hi~~ 
perfect antI eternal kingdom. ' To. Him (.riv~ aU honor an<,l 
praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord,' .Amen, . 
, Beli~ve I?c in theba~ds oftheOospel of peace and love 

and Ul1l0n III Jesus Chnst. ' 

Dear Brethren, 

Your faithful Minister, 

and affectionate Brother, 

C STEWAIlT. 

Frelighsburg, St. Armand, 1813., 



SERMON 

JDSHUA, 24, O. 

AS ron ME AND MY HOV:;lE, WE WILL SERVE TH~ LOJ;tV,' 

THA T men in general are very deficient in doing thei:r, 
dutyto God, and themselves, and their neighbours, is an un~ 
questionable truth. This f~il m:e is in a great degre<~, to be 
attributed to their not consldermg the ways, and usmg th~ 
means which are particularly calculated to direct and assis~ 
them in learning and doing their duty. ' In preaching we 
~re too apt to neglect pointing out these objects; and our 
advice is often, therefore, very little effectual to the increase 
of <Yood faith and works. At present I have chosen for my 
su~ect the great duty of Family Prayer. It is an object of -
such importance, that I am persuaded you will be attentive 
to it, and I hope that yGU will reap benefit from considering 
the duty or performing it; and that you will resolve to 
practise it." , _ ' ' 

Prayer is the greatest duty of a Christian. It is the chief 
means of obtaining Pardon and Grace, which sum up our 
chief wants. 'It humbles us, and it glorifies God. It teach­
'es us our dependence on him; and it impresses us with a 
conviction of what we ought to do, and what we ought not 
to do-what we ought t6 desire, and what we ought to 
shun. It keeps up in US a remembrance of God's power 
and goodness, and our weakness and sinfulness. It can': 
tinues and supports our communion IYith God and Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Ghost ; and it sets our thoughts and 
affections on our .interests in Heaven and in eternity. 
Th:se and many more, are the a?va.ntages and the reasons 
urgmg us to the performance of tlllS duty.' 

Prayer in the Congregation, in the House of God, is the 
most pl:0!itable ,~ayof drmying nigh toh,im in worship. 
Prayer III secret, 111 ortr closet or chamber,ls a means con­
stantly at hand,and a duty always bindini:r on ti5, of per­
formi~g s~rvice to God; and it is a necessarypreparation for 
engagmg 111 any and all worship, and in duty of Hny kina~ 
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if we )Vould be blessed in it; indeed, it ought to be contin~ 
uaIlyexercised. Family Pmyer is a great and peculiar 
help to the due performance of the other two descrip-: 
tions of prayer: ,It is extensively proii.table on many ac­
founts, in promoting our conup-on and eternal interests, our 
dutiful and affectionate intercour,se in societYl ql~d our uni-: 
on and agreement tpgether in serving qod ~114 h\tving, our 
~onversation in Heaven. In speaking of th;e tbree de-: 
scriptions ofprayeJ:, I must here suppose theil~ being per-: 
formed in' spirit and in truth, for such worship only is ac­
~eptable to G:od,and profitable to ourselves. They aV help 
each other; and sCal'cely can we perform one of then~ 
,-vithout desiring to idd the others also to our devotion. 
But at present, I am to recommend Family Prayer. 
,. Let us consider the duty of performing Pamily Prayer; 
the ad vantages a:r;isinr; from it ; and the best manner of per-
forming it. " , 

Man is constituted by God a social creature. He must 
jaiH with his neighboUI=-, and stillmore with his family, for 
providing together with them, foi' earthly bJessings, and in 
enjoying them together, "He ought to do so, also, with re,. 
gard to Heavenly blessings', and spiritual things. These are 
qf the, greatest val ue, to him and his family. They ought 
therefore to work and sovy togethel', to them, that they may 
:r;eap together everlasting life, and haveooe treasurein Hea­
Vtin. They receive together ori'enly, and in common, mer­
cies and blessingsfrom the hand of God; and they should 
therefore thank hiln for his goodness; not oply secretly, but 
.also openly and together. ~n many things they all oficnd,'X 
. ~ften, and together, against God and against one another. 
They should therefore confess their sins together, andjoin 
in prayers for forgiveness. Jestls Christ took upon him 
~he~r Gommon natme, and died for them all. Therefore, 
surely and especially, they should ali uriitein acknowledging 
him, and praising him for redeeming them from evil and 
purchasing for them all good things in Earth and in Heaven. 
, The Apostle, after exhorting us fai'thfully to keep our 
)3aptismal covenaut, says, "Let us ~onsider one another to, 
provoke unto love, and to good works; Not forsaking the 
~ssemblillg ourselves together, as the manner of some is, 
\>pt exhorting one another."t This ad vice is as applicable 

II James, 3-2. t Hebrews, 10-25, 
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to the duty off::lmlly prayer, as it is to that of joining in, 
public wor~hip. It is enjoined on llS by the Apostle in sup-, 
port of pa,tience and perseverance in our duty; and it is of­
fered to us in the passage, in which he particularly caution5i 
~lS 3"ainst dmwing back to perdition. Family prayer is cer­
tainlyan excellent means to prevent those who join in it, 
from falling from their love and duty to God, amI to one 
~l.l1other; and it is a great help towards strengthening their 
faith to the saving of their souls. It will assist (,lem in 
every respect, in pressing fonyard toward the mark, of the 
prize of tbe high calling of Gocl in Jesus Cllrist, ancl therp­
iore also in drn:,ying near with faith and taking the Holy 
~;ucrament to their corniart. This ought to be received by 
all the faith ful in tlle Lord. It is the memorial of his cleath, 
,HIlU of all the henefits ,;..-hieh we receive thereby. It is the 
highest act of devotion, and the most blessed Communion 
of Saints '\vith Christ, and '\vith one another, in /, :-,ich we 
'PW join on Earth. It ought therefore particularly to be 
prepared for by all ''17110 partake of it; and as all men ought 
to lJe preparillg for it, at ,least all the members of every fu-: 
mily should join .together in this importnnt work of prayer, 
;llld especially they who commllnicate together. 

The Heae! and father of a family should call his house 
together, and direct amI lead them ·in the \yny of hqIiness. 
He should do this with more earnestness anel attention 
than that ,,,hich he applies to any otller object, pursuaded 
that none other is equally important. In this way he will 
~JlO"\Y his sincqity in pursuing it; and lIe 'will persuade 
tllO~e around him to press towards the same mark. With:" 
out his good example, his bCf;t precepts will not be attended 
to. I)e shoull! imtn,lcthis Children in the wayofrighteous­
ness, and train them up in the nurture and adr\1onition of 
the Lord; aud this nurture unlJ cultivation of good in them 
will be best promoted by their cultivatino- sl)iritual thin()'s 

I
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togct leI', pnl:nng together, and worshipping together, Il1 

0110 communion and sen-;ce., Praying together with him 
Jor grace to follow that which is O"oQd, ancI to avoid and 
l;'~('are evil; will teach themthei~ ~1 uty' anel she~\T then}/" 
their best interests; :llld daily seekino' to God and the rich-
c~ of his kingdoll1.' wil~ i~.struct· thE'~1 d(ligently to serve 
him and to sct then' aflectlOnr; on thllJ:rs above, ami da'ilv 
to lJru'~ccJ in all virtue and godliness ofJiv illg. FRthers rll~ 
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cominllhcied to teach their childrel~ the Commanciments or 
the J~ord, and to talk of them frequently, "when thOli 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walke;:;t by the waJj 
and when tllOu liest down, and when thou risest up;"* 
and we should speak often one to anothe::- of his power and 
goodness. Family Devotion "will enable us to perform these 
duties with care and profit, and pleasute,~ better than any 
other means can fit us for them; and they will be "slll1ctin-" 
cd by the word of God and prayer."-r 

In addition to these remarks on the c1utyofPamily Pray..: 
er, I shall observe, that Jesus Christ often prayed with his 
Disciples; and that the Prayer which he has commanded 
us to uset is expressed in the plural number, which is an 
intimation to usthat we should pray WITH 0l1e another, as 
w.ell as FOR one another. 

In considering the ad vantagesarisingf;'om Family Prayer, 
we must at the same t.ime see additional obligations to the 
duty. Indeed, they are so closely connected, that they can­
notweU beseparately distinguishe(l. TheaclYantagesaris­
illg h0\11 the performance of Family Prayer are certainly 
weat and J](llllerous. The principal benefits proceeding 
from it we shall endeavour to point out. ' 

l"amily prayer is a great checkrigainstfaUinginto evil, ahu 
it is a gt:eat help to pursuing geod. Praying to be keptfi'ol11 
wickedness, and to be strengthened in resisting it; must in' 
9ur heart, and understanding also, fortify us against it; and 
add to OI.H· spirit in the Lord. It must impress upon lisa 
sftl1::;e and rememberance, of the dangerous and perniciou3 
llature of sin,.and a fear of its consequences. 4fter praying 
bifore unO. with a -family against all unrighteousness of life 
rLpd conversation, could a illf!n be speedily guilty of excesS' 
ip inclulging his passions, or of injlistice in his dealings 
W,iQl his neighbour, in word, or in deed? After calling on 
the. name of the Lord with his family for mercy and grace;' 
could he soon profane that name, andtake it in vaint Af..: 
tel' praying to God with them, "Forgive us Ollr trespasses;' 
as we forgive them that tl'espass against us," could he bear 
inalice, or hatred, in his heart? Scarcely could a man who 
~orships God with all his hOllse be guilty of any ofthese 
thins.;s. Scarcely could any of the family fall into such sins, 
if th~ysincerel J Joined in p·rayer. But if he do fall, through 

,,: Deuteronomy; 6-7. t 1. Timothy, 4-1i. i Luke, 11-2. 
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~,' dessncss and the wickedness of our corrupt nature, w iJ~t 
an occasion anu opportunity has he for confessing and 
setting forth repentence, for seeking for pardon, and for 
confirming himself, aud all around him, in greater watch. 
fulness and resistance against sinin future, to the improve­
ment of all concerned, and joined in his humility and devo­
tion? In his family circle he will remind all his house, that; 
everyone when he thinketh he stal1deth, must take heelt 
Jest he fall; and that, except we all i'epent, We shall flU 
like.vise perish.. . 

St. Paul says, '~Let not tile ,sun go dm+n upon your 
wrath."'* If your families joined in evening prayer, this 
would tend more th::m-nny thing else to drive out this spirit; 
and every evil spirit, and to keep the Devil far oft; and all 
11 is host of wicked fancies or suggestions; and it would es-: 
pecially contribute to keep your soul happy and calm. For 
"resist the Devil, and he will flee from you: draw nigh to. 
God, and he \vill draw nigh to you."t And, the ways of 
true wisdom, or religion, "are ways ofpleasenH1ess, and all 
her paths are peace.":!: . 

Family preyer mnst help yon in pursuing good. It must ~ 
({ssist you in considering '1~l71at you ought to do, and what 
you ought to desire;, your state here, and your prospects 
hereafter. Praying that you may grow in love of God, and 
of his commandments, and of his promises/ to them who 
obey him, must increase your resohltions and endeavours to 
serve him, and to by hold on eternal Efe. Praying for thes~ 
good things v'Iith your family, must unite you all in one road 
and progress, and join you in a:;sisti?lg one another, not hin~ 
dering one another, (as is common in the world) in culti.;, 
vating good, as well as in checking evil. Praying for the 
spread of the Gospel, aJ;lcl the increase of Christ's Ch,urcb, 
must add toyourgratituclein partakingofthese blessed priv­
ileges and dispensations, and to your care not to despise 
oi' to neglect them. Praying for the King, and the govern..; 
ment under whi«:h you live, must remind you of the 1'1'0:­
tection, and the freedom and the aids, and bountiesj which 
are so remarkably eftonJed to you by them; and must con­
firm you in your love of them, and in your allegiance to 
them. Praying for your minister, and for aU your relations, 
must increase youi' regard for them, and your happiness in 

"Ephesians,4--21. t James, 4.-7. s. t Proverbs, 3-17. 
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t.sceeming them"and il). being:t:steemed by , .... ,P:ayer~ 
for tlfese objects, arid for these persons arid mterests In sd:. 
dety, and for the poor, ;ind the afflicted; and fot our ene..:. 
mies, not to mention others; inufl: contribute to the inctease 
of good affections, and to the discharge of gOdd pffices, in 

. ~Il i'hci join iUI them.· Of course, I mean prayers sincerely 
and devoutly offered, with a heart bound in lc;>ve to God 
and Ma:ri~ arid beIle~lrlg to righteousness~ ahdconfessing 
Jesus Ch'riiltourortly Mediator and Adv~)C~te:, 

Family prayer gives Clignity and importance of a sacred 
:ind fatlierly nature tb heads of families, and adds to their 
authority and influence in all their advice and commands; 
It contributes to, good order and regularity in a house iii 
many essential points, by Calling thein atJU bringing them 
together in ~ d~cent arid respectful inariner at appointed 
hours. Especially it is bf gteat advantage infllffhering the 
religious edtication of children :ihdbringing them up in the 
knowledge of God ·aild of their duty.; so much So, that ort 
this ttmsiqeration I must particularly dwelL , 

Bring up yoUr children in the nurture and adhioniHoh of 
{he Lord, is the c,ominand. of the Gospel. Attention to 
tHis, and prbviding.foi: their' daily bread, is the chief duty 
6f Parents; By keepirig the Lord's day holy, and By regu­
brly performing prayer in the family, Parents would pro~ 
vide for the religious education of their childfen tnore ef:. 
fectually than l'iy :myother means which can be pursued~ 
Family prarer is precept and example, instructipn and in­
cr'~ase ~r1 al righteousness, afforded and combined together 
luore perfectly tlia11 can be embraced il1 any other mode of 
shewing forth good faith and \vdrks. Beirigan example in 
all good things is the. first duty of Patents in: educating theiti 
children; Tb them especially they should" be an exam.;.' 
pIe of the bciIievers, in word, in COl1Versatjon, ih charlty, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity;""" In teathirtg"them knowledge, 
and in making them to understand doctrine, it should be 
precept upon precept, litie upon line, here a littIeand there 
a llttIe.f Prayer with them every morning and evening 
stippli~$ this instruction in aii excellent manner, and to '<1 

considerable degree; but particularly, it exhibits the exam­
ple of their Parents, and their faith and piety, iil it way 

* t Timothy, 4--<]:::, 
c 

f Yide Isaiu11, ~8"-'9, 10. 
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most beneS.cial to their children and to' fhemseives; Oh, 
that Parents would consider this; and that you would be 
an example to your children'. in prayer and <good. works! _ 

You will tell them, that, they m,ust worship God t and 
serve him only; that they must love him with all their 
heart, and seek first, and bdore all tlJings, his kingdom. 
But what effect will this have on. their hearts and understan­
di~gs and lives, if they see Y'im worki~g ~or the things. of 
this world only, and If they hear you talkmg of them wltlr 
more anxiety, ~nd care, and pleasure, ,than they hear you, 
converse about heavenly thing:;; if you speak to them with 
more earnestness and cleligence a\mut temporal things,than 
about eternal things; if you do not pray to God..,-pray with~ 
them-and teach them to pray also il If you do not turn 
to God and his heavenly kingdom in your life and conver.;. 
sation, in your words and works, in prayer, how can you' 
expect them~your children-to turn to him? If you do 
not pray to God with them, how can you, expect them to 
:pray without you? And without prayer, how can they be' 
blessed. They cannot. They will be the children of this 
world and of darkness, and of disobed'ienee to you and to 
God. If you would be blessed in them, or have them bles-' 
sed in you, you, must lead them in the paths of righteous­
ness; you must walk before them, and shew them the way 
to the cross of Christ, and to the thrown of grace, by pray­
er, and by the mediation that is in Jesus. Shew them 
Christ going before you, teaching you, leading you, draw­
ing you with cords of a man, with bands of love-with ev­
ery endearing motive and connecting tie of affection suited t'~ 
human nature and consistent with divine love and glory, 
which can induce you to follow. Shew them his love for the 
lambs. o~ his flock. (r.~oUow. his example in love, and be a-Ie.s­
son and example tbthem III all your conduct~ and he Will' 
draw them after you. When they see your humility, your 
faith in him, and love of him"they will be humble also, <indO 
they will believe in him, and love bim·truly. When they see 
your :religion is not w:ordsand precepts' only, but prayer and-. 
practice also, they will pray, " and go, and do likewise." 
~hen they hear your earnestness in building on the prom­
Ises of God, they will l<tY their foundation there also, and' 
trust only in God. When they know· that Jesus is your­
teacher on earth, and Mediator in HeaYen, they wiIllearn 
of Jesus, and look up to him for gifts and intercession at 
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:the right hand of God. When they observe YO/Jf' obedi ... 
end:, they will,obey God, and their Parents. also. When 
they join in prayer with you, ?ud are united. in your wor­
ship,. your pr~yer$ 'and intercessions will be an. instruction 
and. an example to them, and an earnest of your love for 
them.and your concern for their everlasting welfare, for 
your and their happiness and communion with God together 
for e·verand ever. This must bind them in love and duty 
to you and to God mote than any thing else can, and in~ 
crease ·.your love of them and happiness in them to an eter­
nal and infinite and unspeakable degree. Be .this your 
work . 'of piety and love, your exe·rcise of prayers and good 
deeds before God aud your children, and' your reward on 
earth and in Heayen; and so may they be blessed in you; 
and you in them. And to God give aU the praise. 

Simihr advantages to those accruing to the mutual inter­
ests of Parents and Children by the performance 'of Family 
Prayer will arise from it to the benefit of all the members 
of the 'family, aI1,d to the increase of their reciprocal regard 
~nd es~eem. This is so obvious that I need not enlarge on 
it; bU.t in recommending Family Prayer I must not pass 'o~ 
ver its blessed effects in sanctifying the union, increasillg 
i:he love, and confirming the happin1:SS of Husbands and 
Wives in their relatioI1,ship with each other, which is un" 
qu~stib~abhr t~e ~o?t imp?rtant, en~ea:ing, and p;erf~ct re­
latl!:mshlp In lIfe, If It be pIOusly mamtamed and unproved, 
Surely they should assist each other and pray together in 
support of their common duties, intere&ts~ happiness, and 
welfare, intheir. family and in the world. -Much more 
should they join together in providing for their spiritual 
welfare and their united happiness in Heaven and Eternity. 
What are all earthly ties in comparison with spiritual arid 
heavenly bands of affection! "\VMt is temporal life and hap­
piness with each other, in Gomparison with eternal com. 
m9Qion of perfect loveand joy! Oh ! that they would 
raise aljd fix and unite their affections in sefting thell). on 
things above, and in liv.ing to the glory of God and to their 
own eternal happiness. Let tllem then encourage and as­
sist each other in all godliness, "whi-ch is profitable to all 
things, having the promise of the life that now is, and ofth;lt 
which is to come."'" Let them join together in Pxayerf 

If< I. Timothy, 4-8. 
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wh~cp is th~ chief means to godline5s~ and to the ~ncrcas(j 
pf every bles$ing. Let ~hern be llnitedin .devotlOnantl 
Fraise to Gpd 0111y~ So shall. they ~e .wIth rc:g2rd ~o 
God and each other and an thmgs blessmg and blest 1!1 
this life and the pe~t) ~n time ?opd \!ternity; now: and for 

, ever. 
'St. Peter exhort~ Husbands to ~'.;"ell with their wives, 

?cco~ding to knowledg~l al1d the jnstnlction of the Gospel: 
~nd he re!llipds them,tqat they shp~ld regard e,.ch other as 
ljeirq t9,gd:her of the grac~ qf life;' and ~hat, thei~ c9~duc~ 
I\hould be SQ ordered to each other tlut their prayers should 
I].ot be hinqerecl. 'it- Here he in~irnates ;hat they shou~d przy .. 
t{)gether; and that this mmt havt: a good effect on, theii' 
hearts and Fyes. For their encour;igement, a11.4 for tJ~e: 
e~cou,ragc~ent of you all, to join toget~lei ;n prayer, I shall 
ii(um up Wy proofs pf the advantages arising from Family 
~Jrayer in the words of Jesus Christ to his Apostles .. "'If 
two of you shall agree oq earth as touching any thing: 
that they 511al! ask, it shall pe d!Jne for them of my f~the'r 
Which i~ in Heaven. For where tVfP or three are g"ath{:!red 
toge~her in PlY I~ame, there am I iq t~e midst of thcm.Pt 
No,thing ca~ add to the po,:¥e'rfpl rea~olls for uniting in 
pr:J.yer containeq in these' wqrpq; therefore ~cditate on ' 
~hem, and keep then1,and ponder then~ in your heart. Out 
?f it then, g,ocid things will proceecl,; <:\tld ypu will speak 
to the glory of God an4 your ~om~oll Ipppi\less in family 
pr:>ycr al!d wo~ship.' , 

We have considere~ the d~ty of performing FamiI 'f ' 
Prayer, and the ~dvantages fl.rising fro1'llit~ The best man ~ 
ne,r qf perforrrdng it we ~hall defer the coI1sicieration of tin 
<1 fut~\re opportunity. At present, ho~'ever~ let Us rccol,~ 
Jcct tlje principal reasons which have been mentioned to 
Ilcrs',lal\e you ,to ~he duty; and ~et me eX!lOrt yo~ to pro~ 
ce~d to the practIce of i\., . 
~ ~)l1.have j:onsidere? that <;lS y~)U joil1 together with your 

famIly 111 the prosec\,ltlOn of worldly works, and in the en­
joyment of temporal bies.sings, so you ought to unite 'in de­
;yote exercises of the heart and spirit, in gI,oi·ifyili.O' God' and 
11U~11blillg ,yourselves, in seeking first his kin~dol11 imd 
righteo1.jsness, ~nd i11; ~aying up treasure ~ogethcr i~l Heavcn, 

• 1. Peter, 3-7. t 'Matthew) 18-19, ZOo 
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and in praising him, and thanking him for many and gl'ea~ 
mercies and bounties, jOlndy received and shared by you" 
y" ou have considered that as you often offend together a~ 
gai:1st God and pne' another, so pu ought to join together 
in praying for pardon and grace~Pardon for the past, and 
grace to enable you to do better in future. You have seen 
that lilamily Prayer is a great check to falling into evil, and 
a great help topursping good; that sincerely joining in it 
111Ustrestrain you from malice, hatred, covetousness,. and 
~he indulgence.;of sinful passions; and from ~'Wearing, drink­
ing, and vicious habits in general; and that if you do fall 
into any sin it calls you to repentance and qonfession, and, 
renewed obligations of amendlllent of life and wa~chJulness" 
binding on all the family circle, and benefidal to all pre­
sent; . that it cherishes ev"ry virtue, promptes good faith 
and obedience towards God and man, and provokes to love 
ana to good works, to loyalty to your king and country, 
and lov:eand duty to all your i"elatio~~, anl', to all men, anq 
therefore ;11(;0' to your eJ1emie&~ 

You have seen that it i& a powerful me'lns to keep you 
fro~ falling from God, and to ;lssistyou in going on to 
salvatiol1~to the celebration of the Sacrament of Christ, 
and to the prize of his high calling, reserved in Heav,en 
for all who love him; and that the perfonnante of it will 
contribute more than any thing else,' to the religious ed u" 
cation of yOljr children, as it' is the very pest kind of in­
struction and example that can be aflorded to them ; lead.,. 
iug them into the ways of graq;, and knowledge, and of 
prayer and faith, to the cross of Christ, and to the thronG; 
of God. Last of an you .saw that it oompletes the happi., 
ness and the benefits of the conj\lgal union by improving 
that dearest relationship in life to the most godly purposea 
of mutual assistance in prayer and. praise in all the worship 
and service of God, and in cultivating 'on~ communion of 
~nterests and dfections in spiritual love~ and the" joy of 
treasure in Heaven, androf happiness in eternal Hfe, through 
one faith, one hope, one covenal1t, in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Be this then your care-the qre of your own souls of ev:.., 
ery thing dear to you, of your -duty to God and to one ar,,­
~tl:tcr~ and to your family, and especially to the childrql 
whom' God has graciously given you. Be this your labour 
of love, and e:x;an'lple of the believers. Let me then, fillal-_ 
l!, exhort you to. it~. and confirm you in it~ as l would. 



lPreaGh to your profit and improVC01ent,and as I would 
persuade you fO worship and serve God-with all your 
~~ \ ' . 

As YO.1l- wou/dlove life and see good days, .as you would '. 
be happy on e~rth and in Heaven, as you would be blessing 
and blest in yl1m! families, and be he~rs together of the 
grace of life, enter 1nto communion together with God, in 
Prayer, and jo~n together and assist 'one another in offer­
ing up the mo~ning and evening sacrifice of devotion. As 
YOll would briilg up your children in the nurture and ad­
I1lonition of thG Lord, and rejoice with them in the day of 
i1na1 judgment and reward; walk with them in the way of 
11Oliness, ask with them for pardon and grace, seek with .. 
. them for good things at God's right hand, and knock with 
them at the dobr and gate of Heaven. In your souls rise 
together to joy :and glory there; in your bodies humble YOllr-. 
selves together 'in the dust, OI) this earth, from whence you' 
came, and to which you shall return. But souls never die, 
n:quire Angels': food, heavenly ma~ma, if~hey wot,lld be as 
~he Angels are; and go where they are. The souls of you 
,mel your children will feed on the bread of life, come to 
fOlmtains of living water, be cloathed with the robe of the 
Reclee111er'~ righteousness, if YOll and your house will serve 
the Lmd. You and they are placed here to. ;a~quire these 
~hings, and notto take anxious.thought about what you shall 
.eat, or what you sh>all drink, or what you shall put on; or 
about the yani~ies "mel pleasures of m.ortal ~ife •. 1'!-ain'up 
your children in the way they should go; and whep they 
.arc oAd they will not depart from it. . \Vhen you are gone 
~hcy wiH fQHow you ~n the path of ):ighteousness ; and 
~laving finished their course, wjll join you in mansions of 
;bliss prepared before; for you and them in ol!rFather';:; 

. il'Jllse in Heaven-~jlar~d for all who ",:orship an~ serve 
the Lord. And dj"eir chIldren, your children's chIldren, 
f8110wing after v.,i11 add, to, and increase your praise and 
joy in HeavelJ, :ill1d in the glor,ious fiuaily of 04r Lord, and 
in the perfect communion of Saints above. Apd children 
Jet unborn; nations may spring.from you, 'and end with 
you) in serving the Lord in Heaven for ever apd evcr.*-

't., llise ~rovjn:l~ ;-vitl; li.gbt, imp~l';al Salem rise! 
,Exalt ttlj'; ,tow nng ~lC;!.q.i ~.u<J. 11ft th;r eyes: 
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*"'**** T'he father of a f~mily who ,serves the Lord with all hi£ 
nouse on earth, what a boundless~ glorious pi'ospect has he 
b<!fore him? Pastdescripti,ort! Past our comprehension! 
"Transported with theview we're l~st" "in:worider, ~ove, 
and praise !"* Can I add any thing to persuade you to serve 
the Lord with all your house? Surely I needI10t change the 
'"iew, reverse the prospect, 2lnd shew you what will beeOine 
of those who serve the world, the flesh, and ~he devil; the 
end of their followers; the misery and the tqrment of helL., 
Only think of going there, of children following after, of 
<iurses upon curses, and accusation upon accus,ation~pain ang: 
misery, without hope or appearance of dimunition or end, but 
expectation of increase; and everlasting punis1;lment. Only 
fern ember the rich man there, vlho wished t\l send to those, 
he had left,behind, lest they should -came ti;) the place of 
torment. , 'Take warning from him; and frollt what you 
haveheatd; ,.and be.persuadoed by,Moses and the Prophets. 
Eiyonewho has risen from, the dead, by Jesus' Christ; and 
by all his Apo~tJes and Ministers, fa worship the Lord, and; 
to serve him only. Agree together in prayer, in what you 
ll'sk. Gather togethef in the name of Christ., Joi~ togeth­
er and assisf one another in worshipping God, and serving 
h.im only. B~ing.up your children' in the nurture of the 
Lord. For his sake, for your own sake, for my sake,serve 
him. For your children's sake, and children's childl\.,"li, 
serve the Lord withaH your pause; that you, and they" 
al)d I, may rejoice together in the day of final judgmentaud 
l"eward, and worship and serve God togethel;: for ever and 
ever in Heaven above. Each, every head, of a family re­
solve, ,conclttde with me and Joshua," As for me and my 
house we will serve, the Lord." ,Let allfl'e~h be humbled,. 
and the Lord alone ex,alted this d,ay and forever, Amen.,.­
Blessing, and honor/and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sttteth upon the throm:, and unto the L'lmb forever' 
and ever. Amen. 

See a long race thy-spacious court! adorn; 
See future sons, ;md~ daughters yet unborn; 
In crowding ranks, on. ev'ry side arise; 
Demanding life, impatient for t/:le s~ies.-PQ]J<S Massidk. 

'" Addison's Hymn on Gratitude to Ged. 



SERMON II .. 

JOSHUA, 24-)5. 

AS FOR ME AND MY H01JSE, -\\'E 'WILL SERVE THE i.oRB. 

IN n1y former d.iscourse i set fcirth the duty of family 
prayer, and t,he advantages arising from it. I proceed noW 
fo consider the best manner of performing it. I shall add a 
few remarks ih aNswer to some objections which are soine.;; 
times made tci the use and practice of prayer in general ~ 
and I shail conclude with exhorting you speedily to -adopt; 
and diligentIy to perse",ere in the performance of so great 
and profitable a dtIty as family prayer; . 

The general qualifications reqliisite to the due perfbl'rh,;; 
~nCe of family prayer I shall not point out; neither shall I 
enlarge on the principal subject matter of family prayer 
'which ought to be used. The same rules with regard to 
these considerations apply to the several desctiptions of 
prayer.. Therefore, as it is my intentibn to treat bf farrfily 
prayer in particular, I shall hot expatiate on geri,eral topics; 
Eriefly, however, I shall observe that we shoUld aEvays draw 
111gh to God with humility and penitence of heart and mind, 
faithful in the merits and mercies of Jesus Christ, and de. 
sirous of being ~onforf!led to his holy.will, \"ith affediqns 
weaned from thlS world and set on thmgs above, and with 
charity towards all men. We shouHI confess our sins, an'd 
pray for pardon and grace. We should praise God fot his 
great goodness to us and all men; and we should thank 
him for his manifold mercies and his kind providence ex­
tended to tis throughtJlit our lives and especially we should 
thank him for spiritual blessings received through oUr Lord 
Jesus C4rist. We should pray for daily renewal in his 
holy spirjt, and that we may grow in newness of life, in 
righteou~ness and holiness, that we may serve God aH the 
time. of our abiding here, and that we may be rea:dy to go 
to hl111 V'~hcn we depart hence:. We should. pray for all our 
llOusc, a~d for our dearest relatives, wherever scattered, es­
pecially that they may fear and love God all their days. 
, , , 
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We should pray for the increasy of Christ's Church an~ 
khigdom here and every where; and yoltshould pray for 
qod s blessing on your rninistet and ort his ministry, that 
h,e may grow in faith,Julness and diligence and true devo­
tion, and that his lalx)urs may be blessed to you : and he 
should pray for his peopfe~artd for theit improvement ot his 
services, that he and they may have a joyful account to give 
in the day of judgment, and that they may receive a pet­
feet rew'ard together in the glorious kingdom of our Lord) 
which God of his mercy grant to you and ITle! . 

St. Paul says, let H supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving thanks be made for all :men: For Kings, and for 
211 that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet alid 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God ,our Saviour."'*' 
'.rherefore, in public, and in private, and in our' families, 
we should. pray for the King)2nd for all that are ·in author-
ity urider him. . 

Let us considet the best manner. of performing Family 
Prayer. 

First, as to the time of performing it.-In the morning 
'we should join together in the performance of this first and 
.r:llief duty as soon after rising as we ,can well assemble to­
gether, that 0\1r prayers may precede our work, and that 
they may be less liable to interruption from worldly occur­
rences. And here I must recommend early rising as a great 

. lneari.s of improving Time-that most valuablt; gift-and es~ 
pecially 011 the Lord's day, which day above all others ihould 
be precious to us, and improved by us, as we fhould care for 
our souls:md for heavenly and eternal riches more than for 
earthl)' thi.ngs or ani temporal treasure. Again; we should 
unite in Prayer in the evening. as short a time before any of 
the family retite to test as .::aD be made generally cortvenient. 
that we may ~Il, as far as possible, finish the day with a 
gweral blessing, and. lie down with hearts and minds set 

, llpOll God and Heaven. Further, on the Lord's day, if any 
circnmstance prevent several of the family from <'.ttending 
public worship, they should in the middle of the day, <'.t 
least, (in addition to morning and evening prayer) gather to­
get!ler in the name of Christ, and join together in family 
",;orship. Surely, they should Oll that day appeal' pefore 

"!. Timothy 2-1, 2,5. 
D . 
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******-God, and humble (h~rpse1".e;s a,nq. glqrify him, ~bout the 
hOUT in ~hich all good people, e\-ery where~ are \vorship­
ping, a~d scerving him only~ On tha,t d~y they should dil~ 
1gently improve every means or consldefmg on~ another to. 
provo~e unto love, andto good works, exhortll1g one an .. 
other not to forsake the asseIIlblinfof themselves together 
in the service of the Lord. This last remark and advice 
will also .apply to the celebration of the principal festivals 
and fasts of the church. They are <'lppointed in conformi~ 
ty to the practice of the primitive church, and of the church 
i nall ages ; and they are agree'able to Scripture in the gel'!.­
eral design of them for the promotion of piety, and to the 

.example of our Saviour himself, who kept the feast of ded~ 
ication ;1« which considerations make it superfluous, for 
me to speak of the plain reasonableness and advantage at 
their institution. 

The head and father of the family should be the minister 
of God in. prayer in his Qwn house, unless a watchman of 
the Lord, especially called and ordained to his service, and 
to that of his people, be present. The head of a family 
should be a king and a priest in his oiNn house, for he should 
ordet his people, and le~d them in the ways of righteous­
ness and holiness. l;'recious souls are under hIs care; and 
he should pray for them, and govern them, in the fear of 
God, .and in the love ef him; and he should unite them 
all together with himself in prayer and praise. He shouH 
with Joshua conclude, " as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord." It was the praise of Abraham that he 
would command his childr~n and his household after him, 
and that they should keep the way of the Lord, to do jus­
tice ancl Judgment.t Job, werea~, sent and sanctified his 
60ns and daughters after their feasting, "and offered burnt 
offerings according to the number of them 411:" for, Job 
said, " it may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God 
in their hearts. Thus did Job cOl1tinually. ''t His ofFer­
ings undoubtedly were acco~panied with prayers for them. 
He was aftaid that the gayety of their hearts, in their succes. 
~ive feasting ~ight have ~etrayed them into evil, and deny_ 
lllg God. DaVid after setting up the ark of God,and offering 
sacrifices, and blessing the people in the name of the Lord of 

;" Vide John, 10-22, ~o, and Doddridge on this text, and on Luke, 9-51. 
t GeneS16; 18--19. . :j: Job, 1-5, 
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},tosts, returned hometo·bless his hou~ehold.* These are 
signal examples of the duty offamily prayer, and that the 
head and father of the House.should. perf0Tl11it. At .the 
fame, tim.e the office of leading in,p~ayer nqed nat be confi; 
{led to him. Some t,in1es it may be exp~dient to depart' 
from this rule, indeed neCeifary; for the, ~egular perform~ 
anc~ of Frayer inthe family (whetherthel,lead of it be pre:' 
sent or not) iathe it?$,5 thing that sho.uh1 be d~:;pensed with. 

. Kneeling is tJ:.e pq£l:lJ,re in which prayer o~ght to be per:" 
forme4 ; and:~v~ry ~ead of a family should enjoin it .on all 
~l~S house. We should glorify God in o,.w- body.. and in 
pur spirit, which areFis :t and we. should E9tship him, 
and serve him, in thr whole ,m~n. " The mind.and b()dy 
~utua1ly act upon. ~l1d in~ue~ce each, other; and a :negll~ 
gent att,ifude,of thefctne will natur,.lly produce indifference 
and inattention ill the;' other.":!: COi::;sidering their union 
and sympathy, when we draw nigh toGod, we should or:­
de~ every gesture and poftureofthe body in such a manner 
;1.8 shall best express humility and reverence, and at the same 
tim,e promotec;;orrespondent thought5 and affection~ in th~ 

. $QuI. Kneel~rig mar~s ~urflity, signifies. supplicatio.n~ and 
hespe!lks earnestness 111 Ol,l..r prayers. It IS natural to the 
expression of all these feelings. . 'Vithout it, there is an ap;" 
pearance of the want of them, and lbi s . even sho~ld be a,.. 
yoide9, in serving the Lord. Accordingly, all nations have 
1{neeled in their worship, even thosej:hat have not known 
God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent: and, shall not 
'we humble our bodies as well as. our souls in the servi-c.o and 
adoration of him who" is the true Gad, and eternal life/'§ 
in unity with the Father and the Holy Ghost ~ Scripture 
calls on us to do so ; and we have the examples of Kif\gs 
and Pr9Pl1e~s, and Apostles and Martyrs, falling down on 
their knees in pl)-blic and private prayer. Jesus Ch1;ist, the 
Jon o(God as well as the fan of man, " Kneeled down~ 
and prayed."11 More I shall Dot say to persuaqe you to a. 
Jopt this posture in the p_erformance of family prayer, 
(which is tIle only one indeed, that. particularly marks de­
.votion to· God,) and to beseech you to do. as wedl a.s to 
¥:now these thinKS, and to {oHow David in deed as well as 

* II. Samuel, 6-20. t 1. Corinthians, 6-'-20. 
t Porteous' Letter to the Clergy of his Diocese. § I. John 5-20. 

II Luke 22-41. 
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in tongue; "0 come, let us wor$hip, and fall down:' and 
linee1 before the Lord our maker.""* ~ 

t The use of for~s of prayer is expedient for the best': 
. performance of family worship as weU as public\¥orship, 
at least in a general point of view. It contributlls to unite 
Us in hc::art and tinderstanding'in prayh, and in agreeihg in 
what we ask when we are gathere# together ill the Dame of 
Jesus Christ. A form of sou,nd words assists us in carry­
ing on our devotion decently and in vrder, according 
to the command of the apost~e;+ and it at the same' time.:, 
regulates and pra:notes our serving tbe Lord in fear, an(~ 
tejoicillg Ul1to him with reverence.' 'Prt'judl~e against the 
use of forms is certainly, in,m~ny im'hnces, a great check 
and hindral1ce ~o the perfol'lnance of family prayer; and 
therefor:e, it is ;i very mischievous prejudice It is not 
cQ,nsistent wIth Scripture, or with the opinion of many of 
the most pious men who have ever lived {atd many of these 
also belonging t~ different denominatio,ns of Christians. 
Th~ custom and law of the ancient J eW3 recommend the 

use of formr, of prayer, of which we have various exalTI}Jles 
,;i.nd proofs in Scripture. The Jewish Doctors taught thei,r 
disciples a particular form of' prayer. John the Baptist 
did the. same; and Jesus Christ has given his disciples a 
form ofprayer.§ Iri the book of N umhel1s we find in what 

,. Psalms, 95-6. 
t I shnl'l here observe, thattliere maybe som€' sentences in 'this part of 

m)' discourse borrowed from the writings of others, which I cannot ex­
,actly d}stingnish fr'o.!11: ~y o.'vn, a~a fc,v pag~s here ,were written by me, 
"ome time ago, But'm JustIce tomyself arid my subject, I must ~dd, that 
I had not read Bishop Gibson's exhortation to family prayer 'till after 
my two Sermons were ready fO.r the pr\,ss.. The coin~idence oJ many of 
th~ sen\iments i~ them \'(ith t\lOS~ of the Dishop, .cerns to me to call for 
thiS I'emqrk. ' 

t 1. Corinthians, 14-40. 'Let all things be done decentiy, and in order. 

, §W,e read in St. Luke, that, " one of hi. disciples saId uhto him, Lord, 
tea-ch ~l. to pray, as John also taught his disciples, And he said unto 
~hern, when ye pray, s;;y" the P!'ayer which St. Luke and St. ~l"'tthe,~ 
have l,anderldQwn tOU,s, and whIch has alwa,ys been called the Lord's 
:rray~r, On the occasIon o~ his rres,cri.bl;;g it recorded by St, 'Luke, it 

.18 plall1 that our Lord gave It to hIS d1sclples as a form delivered tl) tbeln 
for t!:>eir use, and that they were enjoined hy him: to say the words which 
he ,dIctated. On the other occasion of our Saviour.'s delivering this 
Prayer, as ~entiol;ed by St. ~\'lattllC:v, he. was giving gene.~al directions 
?n ~he subject of I. ran~r, at;d partl,cularly of secret praver, and in tbis 
Instance, perhaps, It, was c1uefly deslgned as a perfect example and les. 
~on for us to follow III the exercise of pI'ayel' and rightcot!sness in gellef~l, 



tri:mner and words the pyiests were com'1'land'!d to bless and: 
pray for the people;* and we have the form of prayer 
which Moses used when the Ark of the Lord set forwardD 

and when it rested.t 
In Du(;teronomy also we have two forms of prayer en­

joined for the use of God's people.t David by divine ip­
fpiration appointed the ,book of Psalms for the public fer­
vice, and some of them particularly for forms of Prais~ and 
Thanksgiving. Accordingly we read of Hezekiah'~ I com­
manding the Levites to use them,§ and of Ezr;t's renewing 
this Liturgy· after the return of the pC:lple from the Baby­
l-onifh captivity. II Our Saviour by joiniqg in communion 
with the JewifhChurch, which used forms, and especi3.11y 
by giving to his disciples the form of Prayer called the 
Lords Prayer testified in the strongest manner his appro­
bation of [lOt forms. Other instances might be adduced 
from Scripture in [upport of them. Also, we know that 
the primitive Church used them. The objeClions which 
opposers to them bring forward' eq~ally apply to the use of 
, ' 

, . , 
" Our custom is hoth tG place it ;n th~ front of our prayers ~s a guide', 

llnd.to add it in tlie end of some prin'cjp~l lim h. or parts, as a comrli~ 
ment which fully perfccteth ,y{hatsoc"~rmay be' defective in the rest." 

, Hooker. 
"That <lur Saviour did hut set men a bare -xample how to devis~ 

prayers of their own, and no way bind them to use. this, is no doubt an 
(:r1'or. John the Baptist'S Di,ciples, which had been always brought up 
ill the bOSqIp- of God's Church from the time of their first infancy tiii 
they came to the school of John, were not so bruti.h that tbey could be ig­
norant how to call upon,the ""me of G"d ; but of their Master they had 

. received" for'l1 of Pmver amongst themselves, which form none dId use 
');wing his Disciples,se, t,hat by it, as by a mark of special difference, 
they were known from others. And of this the Apostles having taken 
notice, they request that as John had ta"ght his, so. Christ would like­
wise teach 'them to pr"-y'''7"I-{aoker. 

" What Jesus Christ s~id to. his discip~e>l;$ undoubtedly said to ns also. 
'We are therefore here directed, n.ot only tp imitate this in all our pray-
ers, but to u,e this very form of prayer." 'Westy on Luke II. 2. 

"As tp the difference we find in the Lord's Prayer as delivered hy 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, 'tis to be observed that our Saviour spake in 
theSyriac or vulgar Hebrew,. and the Evangelists writ their Gaspels ill 
Greek. Now in the Syri~c, one and the s;:me word expresses bbth those 
different words which the j':l'angeljst~ use in the S1me petition, as Debt, 
,md Trespasses, /Xc. So that it is no real but a seeming difference be­
tween them; all the different '.vords beinl~ the same in tile original lan­
guage in wluch our S<lviour.soake." Bishop ll.'''!5's DiscQu1'seconccrnillg 
the invmtion Dj'me"'in th~ ",a"ship if GJd. 

.. Nu.mbers, 6-gg, 21. t NumLers, 10-"-55, 36 . 

t Deut. 26. §. n. ehron. S9~30. \I Ezra, 5-10, U. 
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f'he I,ol'cPs Pnryer, and; to the practice of singing Psalms, 
which are plainly enjoined upon us in the Gospel of OUI'­

Lord. The fact is, there may be too much partiality in­
dulged with regard to the exclusive use of forms of prayer, 
as well as too much obj<xtion made to them; but in this. 
country there i:s certainly, in general, too. much prejudice: 
entertained against them; and t.here is not sufficient dispo~ 
sition to henefit by the US~I of them. I would tht:refore ad­
vice you all tq take the help of the best comp:')sitions ofth~ 
~ind, drawn up by the very best of men for yonr aid and 
benefit, and for that of aU ,good Chirstians, ,Let not any­
factious or bigote.d p.ineiple, blind prejudice, or proud con .. 
ceit, or presuming on theextraot:dinary infl!lcnces of the 
HolJ' Spirit, deny you the use ar~d the- advantage of them ~ 
but make improvemen~ of other men'!> labors, and of all 
the aids and gifts granted yo~ by God. At the s .. me 
time I should not wish any head of a family to confil1~ 
himself to the use of one or more forms of prayer. Es,. 
pecially when extraordinaty circumstances' suddenly or un· 
expectedly occur, these ought to Ix: acknowledged and im­
proved upon in the fami)y, and made the subject of prayer, 

Signal dispensations of providence.}. either of judgment or 
of mercy, ollght to be followed by prayers suitedtothemp. 
and by words spoken in season,' and in conformity to the 
particular situation and duty of the family. On some o~­
casions forms of prayer at hand, tpay not sufficiently apply 
to particular cases, and then words especially adapted to 
these, and to the sentiments and feelings of the family at the 
time, would greatly contribl,lte to their offertng up an ef .. 
fectual fervent prayer. A person in the habi1; of perform­
ing regular prayer, and acqistomed to frequent reading o~ 
the word of God and pious books, is able in geaeral to make 
<I,n addition to his usual prayers suited to particular I;ircumq 
stances) especially if these are of an extraordinary and af~ 
iecting natq;re. A few plain words heartily offered up in 
:ipirit and in trlJ.t.h aIe sufficient in most cases. At any rate, 
~od is always kind and men;iful in no~ marking the number 
~r the imperfection of our words. " The Lord looketh on 
~he ~lea:t."* But for the most. part there is time for pr:e~. 
rpedltatlOn, and for thG·Leader: t.n J?rayer to prepare himsel~ .' 

• I.Samucl, 16-7. 
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in sottle degree, at le.ast in his mind, fQt eX11resslng himself 
in words adapted to the particular situation of the family. 
And it is not the use of anyone particular form of prayeir 
w,hich is here recommended, but the use of forms in general" 
of your own or othel' men's inditing.Besides,composi~g 
thym, acc,ording to the event of recent occurrences, or lrl 
supplication of new and desired mercies, is an excel1etlt 
practice, and will be found very b~neficial to the spiritual 
interests of everyone who will punt in execution. 

In Family Prayer, in general, c()nfession of sins ancl of 
faith, praise, and thanksgivi!ilg, intercession, andsupplicac 

tion for blessings 0'£ .n general nature should be offered UH9 
and interests common to all the house, and therefore also to 
the whole human family, should be prirwipally and con­
stantly attended to. As these canI)ot essentially vary, they 
are for the most part best expressed and comprised in forms 
of prayer. And on most occasions ef a parfiet/lar natu,re 
f9rmsmay be found suited to them. To pious men who 
are not in error and prejudice against them, they will be 
acceptable and profitable. It is pot, however, the exclusive 
use of forms which I recommend, but.! advise you ali to 
esteem them, and use them as excellent means and helps to 
the due perfot-mance of family prayer in general. For your 
a'sslstance in this respect, I propose printing a selection of 
them suited to a va~jety of occasions, and Iinust beg Y9ur 
improvement"of a work specially intended for your benelit. 
Before Jquit this part of my subject, I must request you of;. 
ten to pray to God in se.cret withput the assistance of form<: 
of prayer. In secret worship especially yo~ ought to ,en­
courage and practise free and confidential intercourse with 
God: and using this liberty in secret worship will prepare 
you for the exercise of it when necessary OJ: e:x:pedient be .. 
f?r~ yourfamily.. .. '. 
, Fur~her, It IS benefiCial to every- one to c{)mrtut to 
memory . sever"l good forms of prayer adapted to varioua 
,occafions i

; and I should advise the leader in Family Pray ... 
er to speak from memory in generai, . rather than, from. 

. book. This will assist him in confining his attention . to 
the duty he is engaged in, and it will insorne de .. 
gree contdbute to the freedom OItld fervency of his deva-



tion. '!" He should always use.'the Lord's Prayer;. 2nd in 
offering it up all the Family should join with their voi~~s 
as well as with their ~1earts, that they may all be earnest m 
their duty, and that they'" may with' one mind and one 
mouth, glorify God/i' at leaftin this part of their wor­
ship. I would guard you by 211 possible means, against. 
carelessness, forgetfulness, and coldness in worshiping Gad, 
and particularly I would caution you against the using of 
fOl'ms in an inattentive, hasty, and unprofitable manner, and 
falling into those "sins, negligences, and ignorances'. of 
word and spirit to which the use of them is certainly liable. 
At the same time I must beg the obj~ctors to them to re­
frain from reasoning from the abuse of them; wl1ich falla-· 
cious view of them must lead to error; arid to remembex 
that every method of Prayer is obnOXIOUs to abuse. 

Pn::vious ,to your family joining in, prayer a portion of 
{cripture should be read. This practice ~mbraces many of 
the advantageq arising from Pr;:yer, and the duty of it is 
built on liearly the same foundation; and it is an excellent 
means for preparing the heart and mind for the due per-

. formance of prayer. "It is profitable for doctrine, fbI' rc­
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,"+: 
It affords milk for babes, and strong meat for these who 
:areadva,nced in the statute of Christ-,nurture. and admoni­
tion for us. all, provided by the Lord. It shouid make 
part of our dail y support; and we should partake of it to­
gether. It is a special means of edification to all the fam­
jly who join together in hearing it or reading it. It assist" 
them in profiting at all times by the Word read or preached 
to them, and by hearing or readi l1g pious boob and instruc­
tion of evety descriptiun It helps education in many res­
peets; even theaptlless of children in learning any thingp 
and especially· chief things-religiouo, truths. And these 
are considerations of no small moment '; for many benefit 
but little by public instructions and divine service in the 
Church, or any to which they have access, owing to their 
little acquaintance with the first principles of Christianity), 
and to their ignorance of the beaUty and excellence of 

.. TIle abvi·ce here r.·j'len is nOt me~nt to appi;,· to famtlics which use 
the Liturgy or a "'lri et y of rra v ers and prajse in tJu:!ir dev oliol1 in which 
case the use of books is to be cClllmcnJed.' I ,.' 

t Rom. 15-0. t II Til11. 3", IG. 
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hol~ness in a11 its-parts. This wOllld not be the cfl.fe w.ere 
ihey conversailt with these things at home, and instructed. 
in the duties and pleas~res. of rdigion in, their respective 
families; And [orne would acquire ~nowledge and epuca.:­
tion, and religion~ in this way '!\Tho ,<{auld fi:arcefy get 
them in any other· way."" 11i addition to reading t:1e 
ScriptUres, the singing of a Ps:.lm or Hymn would be prof" 
hable, and pleasant· in the performance of Family wqrfhip; 
and I am happy to j;hink that rpany familits here are capa,­
bIe of performing this part of vyorship .. It enlivens and in­
creases devotioI,l and in a powerful and q:cellent manner 
it unites the memh~rs of the family in gloryfying God in 
their bqdy and in their spirit. Indeed it is the most per­
fect forln a~d exercife ... f wOl'ship ill which famili~s om 
earth can possibly join.t ' 

Families, as wdl as individuals, BJ,ould sometimes add 
. fa·sting to their prayers.' At least when Godsends great 
and awful judgments on th~ country or the community in. 
which they reside, and especially when a family is particu~ 
larly visited by a remarkable dispensation of Providence 

. they should join together in Fasting as well as in Prayer 
before God. Fasting is recommended by Jef;us Christ to 
all his follow-en. The whole of Scripture, and the prac­
tice of all nations) confirm it as a duty. We read jn the 
Gospel of an evil spirit which Jesus Christ said could 1:)): 

cast· f6rth py nothu1g but by prayer and fasting.:j: Hence 
w.e should learn that in extraordinary tri?ls, and when pe­
~uliar,assistance is needed, w" ought to add fas~ing to our 
prayers. Beside$, as we are too ready to indulge in Feast­
ing sometimes, we o.ught not to forego Fasting. Holy fasts 
are more profitable than the celebration of Festivals, in gen, 
tera1. They ought certainly to b~ kept ()ccas~onally as well 

.. After reading a portion of Scripture it is profitable to lise a short er,. 
position of 1t. Ostervald's argLiments of the books and ~hapters of the 
Old and New Testaments, with practkal observations, is a work better 
suited to the Uie of families, in general, ~ believe, than any o.her cern." 
mentary. 

, . t " T)1e Church triumphant, and the Chlrch heloV!, 
1n sbngs of pi'aiseilieir present uriion show. 
Thei, joys 'are full,. our expectation long; 
In life we differ, but we join' i., song'l 
AnlTels, and we, a,ssisted by tillS art, 
May sin~ ,ogether, though we dwell apa~t." 

Walle.,. 011 IJivil1~ .Fae$" 0 

t Mark,9.~Mauhew;, 17, . .. 
£ 
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as th« ot~era, IU\chhls aifo itf"famiIy deiotfortas weli as in 
publiGr devotion.. '. . . 

We have conSIdered now the best manner of performIng 
Family Praye~f and t ha~e exhorted .you in some degte~ al~ 
60 to tl1e duties of l"eadmg the Scnptures, and of fastIng, 
as t4c;se. duties ought to ,make p:ut of our worship. To 
complete this part of tl:te subject, I mu'st request you to sum. 
man all attention whenever you are engaged in Praye:,~ 
and to remember that . yoti are then in a particular fuanner 
in the prescence of God, and occupied in a most serious 
and .important duty, and that if you are negligent in the 
performance .of it your carelessness is of a most dangeroua 
lJature, anti YOlir prayers wiU be ttnpr{)fitable. After pray..: 
ing to God for any part'ieufar mercy or dispensation of hi~ 
Providence or grace yeu s-hould 100k to God fof an anfwei 
to your supplications in the events that {oHow, that you 
may see and acknGwlecfge his goodness in granting or blessa 
ing your prayers. At the same time, you must always faith.;.. 
fully cO'mmit yourself to his wHI, and patiently wait his 
good: time and pleasure. Not regarding the answer of the 
Lord to your prayers} not contessing bis goodness in grant:_ 
ing them or in blessing 1()u in them:,. greatly diminifhes 
t1u:ir profitableness, ay?-d hinders your growth in grace ana 
in the knowledge of him; ana it abridges your gratitude» 
and your trust in God and in the efficacy of prayer. Above 
all things, follow up your prayers' with-,-affectiOt':is con .. 
sistentwi.th thelll, and actions conformed to them, and' 
let your lire and' conversatIon correspond with the I'anguage 
()f your woribip, that you may bejusflfied in your works 
and words, and that you may do as well as know the word 
and will of God. "ff ye know these things happy are ye 
if ye do them."*" Then shall your religion be on a good' 
founda.tion, your prayers and reading the Scriptures be 
profitable to all things, and you ready for a Joyful judg~ . 
ment, and for an entrance to be ministered unto you apuno< 
dantly int0 the kingd0ffi of Heaven. May this be the ef .. , 
feet of your worship, an. the end of your perform:mce of 
family prayer, to all, who join in it, for the sake, of Tesus 
Christ. ,~ 

I said I should offer a few remarks in aUiwer to some 
objections which are sometimes made to the use and prac .. 
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~6r:-prayer. I sh~n briefly notice two objectiOns. "be­
one is, the observation that, as-God knows our wants, we 
peed no~ tt;U him ()f them, or ask fot his assistance. The 
fallacy of ihis reasoning, proceeds from representing prayer 
~s a du!)' 0)1' service performed to ,God for his sake, without 
~6nsjder~ng tha~ the ¢hiefdesign of it is to humble us before­
him, a;nd to bring ~s to a reliance on his goodness only. 
Weare pp~ qUedupon to Pl";lY to God for the sake of his 
inf6rmat~oq or profit, but to make us sensible of our own 
wants and interests, ;;nd of our dependance upon him. It 
is a means of copfirming"-us in the knowledge and remem­
?raIlCe of wqat;'we Q4ght to do, and what we ought not to 
do, what we ought ~o Jepent pf and avoid, al'ld what we 
ought t9 desire and p~rs~~e. It is a confession of nis powel' 
and goodness, and his loying kindness towards us,-and of 
our faith and gratitude and love towards him: and it leads 
us to IQok to him in all our ways, and- to the end of them 
in the wodd to come: Above all, i.tis commanded to us 
by the law of God, to be performed by us ~ "and the law 
h holy; nnd the commandment holy, and just, and good."'* 
:Doing his will'is the sum of our duty; and his will and 

_ ~lory, ancl our h'lppint!~s, in this !ife and i~ that wh}~h is to 
com:e,agr~e to,g,ediel'; and lookmg to thIS, and lIvmg to 
him, are" the design arid end of all faithful prayer; ~nd if 
we obey God, all things work together for our-egood as well 
as for his glory. These things are inseperllble, for this is 
his wiH al1P P!omise!t' , 

The other objection' which is $(lmetimes advanced against 
the performance of prayer i~ answer to which I shall say a 

'! ~o;nans, 7-1~. 

t II '17 e dQ. npt pray to infprm G9.~ of oU,r wants, b\1t to express ()ur 
~en3e of tlle want. whi<h he already knows. As he has :Qot.o much 
Plade his prcjini~e to ollr necessities, as to o~r request~ it is re<iSOJ1-
;lole (hat OIU requests should he made, before we can hOHe that our 
necessities will be relieved. God does not promise to thQ"e whe. want 
that they slut!! '.! have,'! but to thOSE: wh!l ,~ ask ~~, I,lo\, to thpse v.:Jw need 
that}hcl shaJI ~, find," but to tho&e who, "seek,," ~~ far therefor" from 
his prevIOus knowledge of our wants. being,\, ground of objectioD,!.c pray_ 
~r itis in fact th~ true gJ;:0und.for our applic:itioni Were'he not know~ 
[e<lge itself, our infb:r.mat·ion ~·.ould be of_a. li~tle use, as our application 
VToy.ld be, were he Dot g09Qne5~ itself." 

Hannah More on Practical Piety. 
" I aee the goodness of God in ap.pointing thtlt [prayelilaa a, dl!ty. 

",hie!) ~s m,Y greatest advantage. and, IJ;Iaking it t1~e condition op. which. 
I am to. expect His bencfitsa and be eutitled, through Christ, to his faa 
1iq~r." , ~lIide to. Jlal'~Jiness. 
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few word s, 13 i ourtded on the observatIon of the WIse mah~ 
that" the sJ,cn£.ce of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord."* 'Undoubtedly this tej;t is not intended to discou~~ 
age the wicked fr0111 turning to' Cod in prayer > but to re­
p .. esent that praying :>tEd worshipping God in form and ap­
p::aL'r1ce only,when the heart is far from him, is not accept. 
able to him. It i~ an abomination in anyone to be praying 
to God to be kept ffOm terrtptation and sin, and ~() be qided 
~n rtpentance, at the Sclme time that he does not sincerely 
resolve or endeavour to amend his ways, or to avoi.d and for~ 
$J ke sin and the incentives to it) bu.t persists in going all 

still in his wickedness, in follow-lng evil instead ofresistin~ . 
it) and in not denying but indulging slhftl propensities. It 
·~s an abomtnation to be praying for pardon of sin 'W·jthout 
entertaining a heJrty sormw for pazt ofFences, and a sil!Cere 
hatred of all iniquity. It is an abomination to be asking 
for mercy without shewing mercy-for any good or. bless­
~6 witnout endeavo\,l.ing after it-to be expressing love or 
glory to God, and riot to be striving to live in obedience and 
conformi-ty to his will. But, every wicked man .oughLi'O 
exert himself to act and live in i1 manner contrary to this, 
to renounce the world, the flesh, and the devH, and to mor­
tify his corrupt affections, At the same time he shaull! 
'Pray to God for assistance in coming to repentance, and ill 
brillging forth vlOrks wlJrthy of repentance, for pardon of 
his great and numcrous transgressions, and for a new heart 
:and a new spirit, created to righteousness and holiness. He 
must do all he can himself, to become a new creature; and 
trusting entirely in God's help, he must earnestly pray for 
it. Then his prayer v.'ill be a delight to the I~ord, and it 
will av;ail much-every way-and God will draw nigh .to 
~hjm, and bless his sacrifice. Restraining prayer before God 
]s spoken of in his word as a sign of great wickedness. }-!i 
5s tne effect of casting offfear of God, which ~3 the worst 
fruit of sin, and the last st~be of wickedness. I beseech 
you, depart from evil, and pray to God. In your heart 
:and mind abhor sin, and crucify it : then'i'ill your life and 
worship never be an abomin',\J;ion to the Lord, but a glorious 
sacrifice. and a praise to him: As a general observation it 
i.~a ~ood one; that a m~n. mus't leil.Ve off either praying or 
smmng. God has put It mto your power to come Unto him 
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. by Jegus, Curist-,-tocome to r:::pentance, arid the kno\\rle-dg~ 
bf hint'* He does not require 1m possibilities of you'~ ot' 
expect to reap where he has not sOyi'n. But if you do not 
-improve the- talents he has given you, the time will come 
when even that' grace which you have, will be taken aW<lY 
from you.f Prayer is the chjef appointed means for grow;;. 
'ing in a11 grace and godliness. It is the key to Heaven, to 
a11- amendment and blessing. . Esteem it as the greatest pri­
vilege. Cultivate it as your only way, through JeSus Christ, 
to any good thing. Family prayer is one great branch of 
it. It_has been largely col1s1de.-ed by us, and I hope it will 
be improved by us . 
. _ We have considered the duty cfperforming family pray .. 
er, and the advantages arising from it, a'nd the best mannel' 
of performing it .. Lastly, let me e'thort you speedily to a.;. 
dopt and diligently to persevere in the practice of so great 
and profitable a duty. 
_ You are sensible that as you Iivetogether in one family 
you ough~ to assist one aBother in good works, therefore, es~ 
pecially in drawing nigh to God and serving him. together. 
and in walking t')gether in the way of holiness; thatpa­
rents ought, above all things, to lead their children in the 
paths ofrighteousness ; and- thatjoi-nil1lg together in family 
~vorship w'iU contribv.te to all this, and to your hap~iness to­
gether on earth and 'in He«'Ven, more than any thing else 
can. Proceed then to the performance of so good a work;! 
~nd lose no tiIne in adopting and following up a practi.ce so 
profitable ~o aU who aty eng;lgeu in it. How to perform it. 
has been pointed out to you; ~,BEloing which ! have been 
):>articular in my\directions, owing to my persuasion of the 
great importance of the subject, and to my earnest desiit 
that you should improve it, and ~hat I may contribute to 
youreveJbs~ing \:velfare. Nothing essential; I believe, has 
been orni~ted,by me ; but I would caution you against eeL'!;" 

c1udin;~fr"Q~~l the length or the variety of my- advice xelatif:iir t.) .~\ . ~ 

to family p'r~'yer, that a great deal of duty in this respect. 
flr a . .hard fask and a heavy burden are imposed Up011 you. 
It is not much that is required of you. ·Almost all thathas~ 
b.een recommended by me is s~Tl1mcd up in my Dlheating 
you to joint9gether every morning and ev~ning in he:uing 
the word of God, and in prayer, with a little addition to, 01(' 
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variatipn in this $ervice, occasiop;tlly, sl'l~t~d ~e tEe pa:ttr-.~~ 
Jar circllJ,nStances of the famjly. Surely rhis' i~ not difficult, 
pr gT,ievou~ tp be done or bOple. A~ you;tre pe!s~aded of 
the <!uty ~nd the utility ()f it put it in practice, If it be a 
pew t4ing to yO'~J~till it is Hot a harcl thing. It may seem 
strange to Y0!i to make a qeginning, as the beginping of ev­
~ry pr,ofi~;l.ble wor~ }s po smllll matter. Tho!lgh~ I Plust 
C' speak Fhjs to y~)lr s~aw.e," with regard to 1;0 great a du,:, 
ty being strange to you, Become acquainted, fampiar wjt~ 
it, and yqu will s()pn find ~t pleasant and profitabJe. I; 
rpay re.quire some resolution at first to begin; btlt be fully 
persuaded in your own mind of the duty of it,and be sin'~ 
cere m seeking to God in the performanc\! of it, and you 
will speedily a<;cprppIi&h, it. If it be difficult, e~ert _ your~ 
self the mor~, and the L9rd will not fail yo~. I~Is a di~~ 
\Gulty which thousands have overcome ; a~q !he fruit of their 
labor in the Lord is " the kingdom of God~ righteousnessf 
;md peace~ and joy in the Holy Ghost.""" Never be back­
ward or ashamed to confess your Lord. If yo~ ~re asham.~ 
<ed of your dl1ty to him~ and if you do not confess him be~ 
fore men, h~ will be ashameC\ of you in the day of ju!-Ig .. 
merit. and he will not confess you'before his F'!ther wh~ch 
is in Heaven.t . 

The only obstacle to prayer, and the only reasonable ex-:­
euse for foregoing this, duty, is} indulgence in sin, and care~ 
!essness about overcoming it. I have shewn you that you 
must resis_t sI.n and temptations to it; and cultivate sincere 
repenta~ce, ~norder to oifer any acce?tab1e syrvice to God~ 
~ ou must avoid evi~, and purs~e good, i~ order to. draw, 
mgh to him. Therefore, heads of families who are living 
in any habit of sin and care~ess indulgence in it, are not fii 
to ~ead their house in prayer. Their sacr~fige, or offering 
9f It, canMt be acceptable to God, or profitabl~ to them-' 
selves or their families. Bl;It this is the only re'a'~bnabl~ ex~ 
euse for ab::;taining from it. And what a reaGoliit: i'S} . It is 
choos~ng to cantin.ue in sin, a~d it i? refushlJ? [(jOe!? It i~ 
<choosmg a curse, mstead of a blessmg. It lsd-tawing on 
towards hell. Oh, tb.at :mc~ men would consider thei~ 
ways a~d repe1'.t D1' them; that they would see their folly 
and wIckedness, and lead new lives, and turn to Ggd in 

_ ;If noraans, 1·l-18.' -
t Vide Mark, 8-58 2nd l"bt,he'r.', 10-::."2, ~5. , ' 
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Ding of wisd(iml, and depart from evil, w:hich is ull~erstand ... 
ing. '"' .Oh, th,at you would all cultiva,te repentance I Then 
prayer is:; part of it, a duty bf ii. It wi1l:bring down the 

'Spirit of Gdd to yotl~pardori and peace, and the cbmfor~ 
ter~ihe Holy Ghost. Rei will sanctify you, arid prepare 
you for all ,good things' on earth and in Hdwen, aildassist 
you in praying together, arid in bleSsing ydur nbusehold. 

Serve. the Lord \vith your, honse, and "begin this good 
work \vithout delay. Your time is short, ttIlcertain; "In: 
such an hour as ye think not the :;on orman cometh."f 
And " e'V'ery orie of us shall give account Of himself to God":/: 
of the time an,a talents he has bestoV'/ed en us, of our im­
provement of Ithese, and of our care of orir o".n souls, and I 
of the so-uls in any way committed to our charge. We 
must take care of them and ourselves while ".ve are in the 
body, in this world, for" the night cometh when no man 
can work."ft Th:en " there remaineth no mo're sacrifice 
for siris."§ There is no place of repentance in the grave; 
~< It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment'\i DeIaynot t11ea ani good work, and especially 
repentance and prayer. Without our own exertions and: 
prayer to God, and hill assistance, we cannot be blessed in 
any thing. Wifnout prayer with out f:unilies we negtect 
the chief means of blessing. on them and on omsdYes, of 
being ready for judgment or any trial, 2nd of being com~ 
forted ot happy in their Cilr our prospects in everlasting life. 
and in oUr common interests in eternity. AB you would 
die in peace, depart, and see salvati-ou near you and those 
around you, those dem"est to YOu', ej.;Jec yoer eyes on tbem 
full of hope of a joyful meeting in 2. happiet world; or, if 
~aIled upon to give them up in death before your departuTe~ 
as you would part with them fsithful h: having Otie inher­
itance in Hea;len, pray toget~er li'ith t!.lem, and work out 
your salvation together with them oil earth. As you would 
he righteous and pro~perous together in your habitation here~ 
and joined together in mansions of bliss hereafter, lovely and 
pleas'!nt in your liYes, and inY0l.lf intere~t3 In, death not 
divided ;**be united iri 'ijorshipping God in yenr hmilYi 

... l;'sal.. .. m, IH-lci.~Job, 5'S-93. t M"tthew, 24-44. 
t Romans, 14-1::, II John, 9--4. § Hebrews, ,iO-5',J. 

',.He1.Jr~w5, 9~,n. .~ II. r:;;)TC.ud. 1-;;5 .. 
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~nd i.n cultivating one corr.munion of SiJint~ il-1l the day~ qf 
your sojourni.ug here ~e.low. ~Jose n~ time i~ ~ultivatjl1g, 
these good thtrigs-spmtual thmgs-hfe everlasting. ,Re .. 
deem lost time by making the best improvement of the time 
that remains to you, and especially by serving God with all 
your house. Prosecute this good work, and you w,ill soo,n 
find the advantages of ito '} hough it should be but poorly. 
performt:.d by you at first, yet it wp~d~ g,reat good to your 
souls, and'to the souls of all that Jam In It; and persever­
ance in it will 500n accomplish proficiency, Only be sin~. 
cere in it, in worshipping God in spirit and'in truth; and 
:a short time spent in this way will be more profit,;ble to you, 
and, your family than any other improvement of yo~r tim-e 
Cah be. About ten or fifteen minutes only,mornirigand 
eventnl!, will answer every purpose. I have recolTImended, 
generally speaking, and \vill mc!ke you fruitful in every good 
work, and" rich toward God." 

Persevere in the work of the Lord, in the salvation of 
your soul, and of the souls committed to your charge', in 
serving the Lord with them. Watch, and pray, and fain~ 
pot. 'VVatcl,: for their soul.s~ " as they that must give an' 
~ccount."* "Do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; knowing, that of the Lord ye shall receive ,he rl!­
ward of the inheritance."t You are persuaded of the im­
portance of this duty, and of the advantages arising from it, 
Remember then that the greater the duty is, and tho:: profit~ 
ablenes of it, the greater will be your condemnation if YOll 
neglect it. And the greater the warning is which you have 
lreceived to turn away from evil and danger, .and the more 
large the helps and the encouragements are which have ~een, 
proffered to 'yoJ.l to persude you to pursue good, tbe more 
you wiH have to answer for ia the day of judgment. .Pre­
pre for that day by improving all your knowledge and time 
2.nd talents in doing your duty to God and your neighbour 
and yourselves, and especi.ally b.yperforming one chief 
branch of it in: serving the LQrd with all your house.. 1£ 
you neglect it, the heathen will rise ,up in judgment against 
yo~ ?for ~hey had thei: houst:hold Gods, and ,they paic;!. 
t,helf devotIOn to them With frequent prayers ancl sacrifices. 
Tyre l;1r;d Sidon will ~ise up in judgment against1~ou, yea~ 
Chorazm and Bethsalda also, for the works. of the Lord~ 

L; , 

1 Col. 5-2:1, 24. t I~cl"rews, 13-1 '7. 
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~is. will and, our duty, Bro~fsof 'this, ,~nd his, predictions 
~md' promises, have gor.e 'on 'unfolding ever since his appear~ 
in". on earth, and establishing- his word, that it must be 
~1,;f~lJed, more completely to us t!lan to any who have gone 
befor~us. From)liswor¢. !c;inl,Y0ur duty, and clair, lest 
a wars!! ~ente'nce com~ ullOllYoU than on those cities which 
,seryed n9t Gocl~ l~ememper the words of the Prophet, in 

, admonition to us as 'much ils the Church ill his tiine. "Pour 
OU~ t~yfury ;t.ipo~ the he~then that knov/"thee not, and up~ 
on ,theJamilies that <;all no! upon thy name,", ~hich is a 
denullcia60n of Go4~sanger 'an1 punishment on those who 
clo. not serve ,hin1. ,Bew:;tre of this prediction applying to 

, you. ICI}ow 90d nrw, and c~ll upon hi~ with your fam~ 
ily. ~n~ be ready WIth them for a, joyful judgment; and 
thi~ i$ ~apriness. and blessing 'to you and them, always in­
creasing~n tl~isworld and the next., 9h? that men would 
alw'aysp~ay and ll9t faint ;'1' and that all the members of a 
family would, pray together! Prayer is the chief means of 
ebtaining eyery blessing. There a\'l~ 'no bounds to the 
promises of God ma,de to dle prayer 'of faith offered ac­
cording to his will and word. , And if t\vo or thr.ee are u­
nited ini~, in the name andspiri't of Jesus} lts power is in­
'creased, and the blessing 011 the sacrince of it is enlarged. 
Believe the Gosp'el on thiS precious subject. Observe its 
fulfilment in the history of 'its servan,tB. Rather, be, ye fol~ 
lowers of them~ and so 'pilrtake'rsalso with them in the 
same power and,reward. 

Serve'the I .. ord with all your house, and all good things 
wiUbe added unto you, whatsoever is best for your and 
their happiness in this world and in that which;s to come, 
sufficiency of all good things here, and perfection of them 
hereafter. . He is a kind master, giving plenteously of his 
best gifts to those who serve him, and whocuJtivate his 
friendship~giving his holy spirit to those who ask him; 
~nd this is power to do all things, to overcome all thing;:., 
to poss.ess all things-every thing to the increase of his glo­
ry, and the happiness of tho'!)e who serve him. " He that 
. spared not ,his own son, bu t ddivered him up for us all, how 
s~aIl he not with him also freely give us all things?:j: Turn 
not away then from communion with him., Cultivate ac­
quaintance .with him. "Acquaint now thyself with him, 

• Je •. 10-25. t Luke, 18--'!. 
F 

f Romans, 8-.'32. 
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<lnd be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.'i' 
Join together in his worship and service, and you will grow 
in his grace, and trust ih his providence. You will be SJ,lre 
that he will do all tbings well; and that he wiH bring ali 
things right at last, in his good time. In this world you 
will be contented in whatsot:ver state you are; }T.OU will be 
filled with joy and peace in believing, and you wiil abound 
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.t And in 
the world to come you willllilve " suthgood things as eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither ha':e entered into the 
heart of man":j:-rivers of pleasure, arid fullness of joy--.;' 
given you at God's right hand forevermore. Press to­
ward this prize of the high caJIing of God in Christ Jesus

c 

with your family, with thr)se dear to you, and they also shall 
enter into the joys of heaven, and be for ever ,'"ith the Lord, 
and together with you be heirs of God; :fud joint-heirs 
with Christ; and a11 shall reign together for ever and eVyr in \ 
the glorious kingdom of God eternaL Serve the Lord then 
with your house, that he may make you rulers together" in 
his perfect a-nd everlastingkingdorri. "Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty bnd of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time."§ Consider y;'h?t ha& been said; and the 
Lor:d give you understanding in all thir{gs.n Now,' t unto 
hirn that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests to God and hilt 
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen."~ 

.. Job, 22-5]1. t Romans, 15-15. * I. Cor. 2-.9, 

§ I. Peter, 5-6. !I II, Timothy, 2-7, 
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AN EXTRACT FROM 

A SERMON, 

EY ARCHBISHOP TILLOTTSON, 

~VFICACY OF . PRAYER. 

WHEN we con:>.id~ the qrl'ruption of our' nature, the 
~rength of our l~sts, 3,nd the malice and power of the dew 
yil ; and compare our weakness with the strength of these 
rriighty enemie~ of our souIs~, we are zpt to despond in our 
.!,ninds, and our hearts are ready t9 fail within us. Like the. 
people ofIsrad when they, 'heard the report of the, spies, 
concerni:1g the strength of the 'land which they were to 
conquer, and the terror of the inhabitants) they wish the.m. 
selves almost dead, for feax; of d,eath. :.-" , Would tn God 
we had . died in the land of Egypt.; or ~>uld to God we 
had died in the. wildernes,s!' Wherefor~ hath the Lord 
broughtus.into this land to fall by ~he s\vord ?~Were it 
not better for us to return into Egypt ~ (Num, 1'4-2, &c.) 

'Thus we are ap;t to be disheartened when we look only to 
ourselves, and cons.ider the power of oul\ enemies; but 
when we look beyond ourselves, as Caleb and, Joshua did, 
to that p,resenee and strength of God, which, "o/as promised 
to go along with them; if we would but consjper those 
gra~iou,s and powerful assj,stahc.es of God.'.&.. HQ)¥ Spir~t, 
whIch are offered to us, and are ready t.o JOIn 'Y~th usm 
this holy warfare of fighting against sin, and .subduing and 
;pprtifying Qur lu ~;, we shouJ4' tben encourage ollrsehres as.. 
they did·. "Fear' ye not the. people of the land; for they are 
bread fQr us~: their defence is departed from them, the 
Lord is with us: fear them not." (Num. 14-9,) If we 
w.ould but apply ourselves to God, for the aids of his grace 
and HdIy-Spi"it, and make use ofthat assistance which he 
offers, we should (as the,apostle speaks in ianother case 
(Heb.II. 34.)outo~ weakn~$Sbe.made strong,. wax valiant 
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in fight, and be 3~~~ to rut. to flight . th~ armies of. a1ien3,. 
If we would but wIsely consIder our own strength, "h,0W' 
should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight?" All our spiritual enemies would fall be~or~ us, and 
as 'tis said of the Canaanites (Joshua 5-J.) "'1 heIr hearts 
would melt, and there wou,jd be no more spiri~ left in them." 
:2 Kings 6. 15. When Elisha's servant saw a hoft comp\1s-' 
sing tl~e city of Samaria with horses and chariots, he-wa~, in 
great fC;Jt md perplexity, and said" ,Master what shall we' 
do "? but wIlen upon Blisha/ls pray~r, ,:,the Lord had open­
ed the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and beheld the 
moUnt8ins wne full ofhotsesand chariots of fire round a­
bout Elisha ;" then he took heart, and his fears vanished, 
because" those that \\;ere with them, were more tqa~' tpey 
that Were <lgainft tLem:' Thus if our eyes w~:i-e op~ned by.' 
faith, to discern those' invisible aids and assi(ltflnces \fh.id~ 
$tand by 'us, how should ,this raise our courage and <;onfi­
dence, and make us to triumph with the A postle,(~oin, 8., 
41.) "If God be for us, v/ho can be against us "?: and t~ 
:rebuke our fears and the despondency of our spirits, a~ 1)a': 
vid does, " why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why-. 
:art thou disquieted within me'? Trust still in God": and to, 
say wit.h him, wbl:n "multitudes of el:emies compass u,s 
:about, In the na~ of the'!Lord·, we WIll destroy them. J. 

(Eph. 6. J 0.) When the Apostle represeQts to the Chri~, 
tians what enemies they had to contdl: withal, "we fight 
not" only" against flesh and bl(')od ":,that is, not only a­
gainst men who persecute us; but against Devils, who 
continual1y infest and tempt us, "againft principal~t~s an!} 
power5," &C'. heencourageth them against all these, by..tJ):'e , 
strength of God;' " Finally, my Brethren be strong in < the 
Lord, and in the power of his might." Thus we sho'qld 
encourage ourselves 1nGod; and animate out resolutions 
from the consideration of God's Holy Spirit, that Spiritof 
might and of power, which God. is ready to giv~ every one 
of us, to assist us to do 'whatever he requires of 'us. . And 
we have no reason to complain of weakness ,so h:mg as the 
strength of God stands by us, and, the powerfuLaids of 
God's Holy Spirit are ready to join tl1emselves to us • 
. Let us earnf:stly beg of God his Holy Spirit, seeinO' it is 

so necessary to us, and .God is ,so ready to bestow th~ best 
of gifts upon us. Bread is not more necessary to the sup. 
port of our natural life, than the l~oly Spirit Qf God is to 
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~ur ~piritual l~fe and strength : and there is no farther up<>R 
earth more ready 16 'gi"fehead to his children that cry lIf.! 
ter him, than God is to gIve his Holy Spirit t(} those who 
l,leartilyand earnestlybeg it Of him: Did we but know how 
gteat a gift the t:lpirit of God is,' and 1;lOw necessary to us, 
we would 110t l~sesu,ch a,'blessing, for want of asking: but 
we wou'ld be iml?o~tunate with God, arid'give him no rest, 
" ask,'~, and '" seek/,' and "knock,':' ana hdHress ourselves 
to him wi~h all earn~,stness, ahd never give over till our de;' 
sires~'er{; gra'n~ed.~' ' . 
- ~et~s ta~ehee'd .~r- "gri~.viJ;lg the S~irit of Qod", an<! 

provolnng 111m to wlthdrawlumselr ftorri' us. 'Ahd there 
are two things chif~fry which provoke God hereto; , " , 

I, If we resist ;lnd quench the' rnotions"of',hi~ Spirit, and 
Ire incompliant to the"dictates and suggest,ions 6f it, we af­
front the Spirir of God, which is ,give'll 'Us fOTout guidance 
and ,',irecti6ri,"wlien we will notbt: ruled, and governed, and 
l;ed by it; we thrust the Spirit of God, out of his office, and' 
make his pr,:sence useless' and unnecesfary to \IS; and :thi~ 
causeth ,him to go away gri-eved h:llTI us. 
, II. If 'we harbour ana entert?in an)' thing that is of 1'4 

contrary quality- ai1d nature 'to him, arid incollsi~tent with' 
nim; and of such a nature is every lust and corruption that 
i,s cheris4c:d in our souls. 'I'he Spi'ri~ o£ God is the best' 
friend in the world : but as friends h'ave the most tender re­
S~ntments 'of unkind usage, sci the Spirit of God is of a 
1110st ten,der and delicate sense, 'and cannot bear unkindl1ess~ 
e'S'pedalfy sl!ch an unkindness as t6 take into him the great~' 
est el1'em'1 he Bath 'ih ,the 'world: for there is no such strotlg 
antipathy in nature, ~~ there is between sin, and the .Holy 
Spiri.t of God. The. Spirit of God cannot endure to dwell 
in an impure soul. . 'If we i.'ould have' ~he Spirit of God a­
bide 'with ·us.! ~e must' g.ive t?;8l eptertainment to any lu~t ; 
we lUust bal1lsh the love of a1l sm for ever out of our hearts : 
for if we harbour an'y !\ist in .our bosom, 'it will lJe to us as 
Delilah was to Sampson, it will sensibly "bereave us of our 
strength:' the Spirit of God will depart from us, 'and we 
shall be like other men." . 

'And lastly, God's readill'ess to afford the, grace and assis­
tance of ilis Holy Spirit to ~s, to enabl~us to the ~erforman~e 
of our duty, and the obedlenc-e of hIS laws, makes,all wIl­
ful sin and disobed ienee inexecusable." Let us not pretend 
any longer the impossibility, or irtsuperable difficulty of our 
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.1C1tjf, '!.o/heq so pO"Nerful anassist~\1ce is offered -to us. 'If 
zmy man come short of happiness for ,vant o'f performing 
the condit~~m5 of the gospel, it is by his Qwn wilful fauIt~ 
and negligcJ.;ce ; because he would not beg Gods grace, 
imd because he wO,uId not make us'~ of it If aJ?Y ~an be 
wicked? and continue in a ~inful course, it is' D'ot' for want 
'Pf powel:, but of will to d(l. better. God i~. ahvays before 
hand with 1,1s in. the offers of his grace and assi~tJnce, and 
is wanting to no man in that wh~ch is necessary to make 
him good and happy.' No man shall be able to pIe,ad at the; 
day of judgmelit, y.ant::>f power to have done his dllty : for 
" God will judge the world in righteoU3nes~;" and then I 
am sure he will condemn no m:m for no~ haying done that 
which was impossible fo! him to d?,. . , 

God hath rlone enough ~o every man to leave him with",: 
out excuse. St. Paul tdls, us, that the blind heathens should 
have no apolQgy to m~ke foi~ th'~ll1selyes.· Next to the being 
?f God, and his goodness and j~slice. I dy, as verily be­
lieve it, as I do any thing in they;orld, that no man shall 
~e able k) say to God at the grea,tday, :J;.0rd, I would have 
repented of my sins, and obeyed 'thy la""s, but'I_\vanted 
power to do it : I was left destiture of ~he grace which was 
necessary to the performance and discharge of my duty: I 
did earnestly beg thy Holy Spirit, but thou didst deny me. 
No m,l11 shall have the face to say th;,s to Coq at the great 
day: every man's conscience will then acquit God, and hy 
~ll the fault upon his own folly and neglect:' for then 
~'every mouth shall be stopped," and -" God shall bejusti 
~ed in his saying, and overcome when we are judged." . 

'*'& 

ON THE DUTY OF 

J;>UllLIC, F AMIL Y AND PRIV ATE PRAYER. 

[FlW1\{ THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN] 

HAVING given you the several parts of praye~; the 
l1ext thing to be considered is, where we ought to pray: 
and here it will be found our duty to pray both in public ' 
~nc'l 'private. Those prayers are most acceptable to God, 
2ndn:ost necessary for us, wbich are offered in public as­
sembltes; because they have these advantages above privat~ 
devotion, that God, i~ most honored aD;d-glorified by sud!, 



addre5ses ; rthd, a sense of his Majesty is maintainect in the 
\vpdd" somewhat suitable to his m~sf excellent gre;ltness 
~md goodness, when by outward signs and tokens we pub:­
lish and declare the inward regard and esteem we have for­
his divine attribUtes: for private prayer is only piety confin­
ed within our breasts; but public prayer is pitty exeinpli~ 
fied and displayed- ih out outward actiuns : it is the beauty 
bf holiness made ~isible; our light shines out before 11-1en~ 
and in the eye of the world; it enlarges the interest of god­
liness, :ind Keeps up a face and sense of religion among inan~ 
kind. OUr Saviour promises his special presence td, such 
assemblies, anm hath appointed a particular order of meri 
to offe,r ~p our prayers in such places of worship,. B-esides; 
we may expect greater-successes, v,hen our petitions are 
made with the joint'and unanihl0US consent of our fellow':" 
christians, arid when our det'otions receive warmth and heat 
from the exemplary zeal of pious niinisters. "Whoever 
thinks justly ~l.1ust be se).1sible, that priv.ate religion never 
did in fact subsist, but ,where some public profession of it 
was regularly kept up: he must be se!1sible~, that if public 
ivorship was once discontinued, a universal iorgetfulness of 
that God would ensile, whom to remember is the strongest 
sense andpn:\servative against vice; and that the bulk of 
mankind Vlould saari degenerateinto,mere savages ,and bar~ 
l;Jarians, if there were not stated days to, call them oir from 
the common 'business of this life, to attend i:o what is the 
most iniport"nt business of all, their sah"ation in the 'next. 
These considerations shotlld' make-all good christians fre­
quently attend the public worship in the house of God. 
Therefor~ it is to be wished, that they who have opportuni~ 
ties, and are not lawfully hindered, $honid ,endea\'or so to 
regulate their time, as to be able constantly to attend on 
prayer at church; for, as those who have kisure cannot 

. better employ it, so they must have but little concern for 
the honor and glory of Cod, who neglect stich opportuni­
ties of declaring and publishing his praise before men. In 
a word, p!Jblic worship is the greatillstrument or _securing 
a 1J!=!11Se,of God's providence and of a world to come; and 3\ 

,sertse of God's providence and a world to come is thegreat 
basis of all social and private ,duties. One thing mOTG, I 

.. beg le~ve to mention. ' Though you should be a regular at­
tendant on the serVice. of the church; take care, that your 
deportment 0u;t of church becorresponcient to your behavi~ 
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'V,Uf iu it ; q,t}"eq'Visel you will do re1ig)on ,~ore disservic@"2 
than if you were its open and,avowed <;:nem)'o 
_ I The next christi:m duty is FAMILY PRAYFR. E"ery ~ast' 
~er of a family is answerable to God for the welf,lre Of't(lDS\! 
~ollls that are under his care. No'r .can I well understan~, 
ho~~ asens~of religion can be maint,{ined :p. a, family with::­
out theexer~ise of daily devotion in it: Farpilies Jre but 
little soci~ties, as 'societies are Iarge'r f;:,milies; and, there; 
fore r,el'jg'(o~, which is confessedly t~e ,best bond and ~emel}~ 
of tmion 'in s~ates and L .. rger coml!l~m;ties) is likewise so in 
little domestl~ g?v~rilrUents. It is then:fo're in'cumb,erit uPi 
0\1 'those, who preside over a family toimpr;_s'i a sense of 
relig'ion upon those ,:,11.9"are beneath tl-:em. By this ,met_ho~ 
We are best able. to conhnrt and establish chi'ldren and ser:­
va~ts in the p'ra~tice of their ,christian ohngati~ns. If eve~ 
then yeu would have yoqr chilclre,n to be dutiful) and your 
servants ,falthfu'r ; if ever you .d'es'ire your smaH cotpmunity 

there should Join her~after wi'rhthe "great, congregation of 
men ard angels i'n heaVen; be ~ure to c'ulti \ra~e the ~sppt pf 
ground cornmitted to your care; teach thel17- to look up to 
God in evi:ry step of 'thc:ir conduct; impress Up,Ol~ them~ 
and keep alive in them, by- repeated prayer's, a manly, seri~ 
ous, ,and dev-ou~ fr:ame of minp. Frorp ane~Iec't of doing 
this) it comes to pass, that our youth, JS ~,?on as they launcn 
out into the world~ fall an easy defenceless pr~y to 'those 
professors of iniquity, who go about seeking ~h'om~hey 
may devour; that they becomeproselytes.,"from the best 
religion the world was e;!t:r blesse'd with,tb no religion at 
all; and that those, who should be the flower of 'the na­
tion,are too often the ~ery c;li·egs of it, ,Thls'deviotion 
must be also remembered at OiJr meals: for \ve oUo·ht to 

. , . '. 0 

beg 'the blessing of God upon those good creatures pi"ovid. 
cd for our use ; since it IS by the \vord of God arid prayer 
thai: they are sanctified to us. Naturnal religion itself 
teaches us thankfully to ackrioyvledge the benefits we re· 
ceive; and tl1is particular instance of it hath sufficient 
ground from the eiample of Christ and !tis holy apostles, 
all the evangelists declaring that bur Saviour blessed and 
gave thanks before meat; the sa111e St. Luke relates of St. 
Paul; and evel1 St. Paul himself s~ieaks of it, as the known 
practice of the church among christians il1 his time. 

But'i:his perforn1ace of public prayer Can by no means eXd 

cuse aman from the other duty of l'RIVATIi: PRAYER, whioh. 
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Saviour; and to which In -particular he' has pr6misl"d a re­
\Vard,. And-when a marido~$ thus approach to ,God in 
private he ought to be inore particlllar,- according to .his 
pressing necessities, than it. may be cOl~yenient for h~l~l to ex­
press himself iripublic. This duty God hath established 
as a means, whereby we are to obtain whatever we waM in 
relation to our souls and bodies; we are to ask before it 
shall be giv~n,we must, seek ·before We shall find, we must 
knock before it shall beoj)ened unto us; .The mind of man 
naturally aifects irideflende11ce~ To check this temper, God 

, has obliged us to ask for lhe assistance of his holy spirit; 
and oUr bdngobliged to- ask) continl+ally, reminds us of 
(whatwNe are very apt to: forget) the de,pendence we .have 
9n him ,for our spiritual as>;''\Te:ll as natural abilities. 'V ere, 
indeed, what we receivearriatt~r of strict debt, .then ,ve 
inlght say, Who is the Lord; that we should pray unto him? 
But, as our enjoyments are the effects. of his undeserved 
mercy, it betomes tis to ask if We would receive;. vVhat we 
tdhld receive without ·petitioning for ii:, we should look up­
on as entirely out .own acqUisition, exclusively of our Ma;., 
ker. .Thisseems tei .be the- most obvious reason why God 
ha~ anncxed ·the ,promises of his grac.e to the perform­
ance of this conditi.oil: thatprayer mighi:be a perpetual 
memoria! ·ofour reliance on him, calling us t~ sl1ch a state 
of humility, thatwheneyll'l' we do well::we should in the 
words of the Psalmist acknowledge, Not unto us, not. unto 
tls,- 0 Lord; but unto thy name' be aseribed the g~ory. 
And whenev,er we do ill, "ve shouldih the words 'of Dani. 
el confess; To thee, 0 Lord, helongeth righteousness; _but 
unto us confusion of face;· Arid he hath promised the as­
sista,nceof his ,holy s'pirit to help udn the. performance of 
our pray.e,s; and hath appointed his Son to intercede by 
'Ilirtue of his merit for their admission; Therefore,. it is ab., 
301ute1y liece,ssary that we should live in the. ionstrl1lt exer­
c'!'se-of Fayer ; and in so doing we cannot fall of attaining 
t1Jeena we aim at, dur soul's salvation. None can be vir­
tuous that jive wivhout.praying. ,Let people boast ever so 
much of the great effect of ,a good res<;Jlution, they must at 
last confess, that th~re is rio getting such a victory oy,er their 
hlstg and corruptions, ,nd living such a christian life as the 
:,:ospel reqlhes of liS, without the practice of e<lrnest :md 
,Ixdeut r'rOl;'fi to God, at constant attenci;::;)'cc to reading and 

G 
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t:1ed:itatlol'l, and other devout exercises. Though we hav¢ 
formed our purppscs, as w;; think,ever so strongly,an~ 
doubt not but th'J.t we shaH be able to resist every temptac 

tion '; yet if we do l1bt daily apply mmelvesto t~e, throne 
of grace for strength and inf1tlCnCe, and suppqrt! there cal} 
be litt-lehopes that We shadd 'make any great ptogres~ o[ 
advancement in christianity; ,but on the contr~ry, It is 
much to be fcared that such a :lieglect will bring U3 insensi~ 
bly into a state of c;;relessness and indi£f~rency .t~ Lhes:~ ni'at- . 
ters, if not entirelY'~o a wo'rldly,sensual, or VICl~US hEe. ,I 

'Where, let it be remarked, our whole duty IS made t,tp 
bl:t ofthret: thin::;s; tbt a man live soberly, with respect t<;>" 
himself; rigb!eous!y~ vlit.~ respect to his Ileighbour; and, 

-pintsi)" ·with respect to Cod. SupPosing no.w, tkt a man 
takes Cl1'i:: of doing his duty to himself and his r.eighbour; 
yet, if he mal;:es no conscience of piety toward God, in what· 
sellse can h~ Ix: s")iJ to have dC',1< his duty, or'to.livc virtu­
ou~dy? truly in no< st.::e; tecCI'.lse, )2.3 to cne third part of 
his duty, he is a no'tc,ricu3 off:nder. For, though he be not 
unju,t, though ne,!:,~ no'! c.;::!;Juchcd; yc::t, wanting piety 
toward Cod, he is impioLls; anJ this wi,l ascertainl), can: 
demn him; as either of the other sins. Therefore; one of 
these t\VO things must be made app\'":aj, ~that fs to say, that 
there may be such virtue as wilL recommend us to God 
without piety, or that there may Le piety without ever pray~ 
iog to or ·worshipping God; neither of which I believ~ 
was ever imagin\::d: Or, it will follow, that wbere there, is n<;l 
praying, there 13 110 virtue; and consequently no salvation 
[or such as neglect that duty. Devotion is as necess;'.ry ~ 
means to preserve the union betl..veen the soul and God, ill 
which OUT spiritual Ek consists, as meat and d[inki:;; to pre­
serve the union between our souls ;'.nd bodies, by which, 
our naturalllie is supported. So we may every whit as 
reasonably eX!Ject to keep our bodies alive without the con-. 
. stant and daily use of c::i:ing arid drinking, ?s \ve can expect 
to keep our souls alive to God, without the constam and 
daily exercise of prayer. But as to the proper time in 
which this duty ought to be mo::e p;>.rticularly perfprmed,:' 
that must" be re,gulated ::lcc~rding' to the leisure every. one 
can Ii~d trom tne duty of hIS necessary business or calling i' 
yet tIllS duty must never be neglected at morning :md even­
'~ng) aml we may all lift up our hearts to God in some ~iod 

, ejacuhtiol1 in n cry \voxk throu;;hout t:'e \vhbl~ d<lj". • 
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AN EXHORT A TION rb PRAYER. 

lJ-'ROA( ],fl).. CROSSMAN;] 

PRAY-:3:R. is the '{ery life and soul ofreligi0!1, with~ 
out which it is, impossible, to, become holy in this world, or 
to attain' i:ci a life of happiness in the world to come. It is 
tor want orconsireratio~ tbt :ll?Y person or chl':istian family 
em live in i:he di'suse or" this necessary duty: The most u n­
lc::.rned must kh()W, that theydepend upon the goorlness of 
God'sprovid~n(:e_ f?r t]1eir health and str,ength, and for ~H 
~he comforts and' cqnveniences of life. Men may toil znd 
labom incessantly int~1e business of theircaIEng;' yet aU 
their ind ustry and care, wi~hout the divine blessing, will b® 
:lbortive: For exapt t!:reLo;'d,builrltbe h-Ql!Se, their 117/;0111' 
;rbut lost tbat build it. An.lit is hut lost labour, that 1't? 
haste to rise up earl)" andso lale, lake res!, and catth& bread 
of Cfl rt{ull1ess. Psalms, 127-I, 3· 

Many are our spiritu::tl;Js weli·asonr bodily necessities; , 
we are !lot able of Qursel\res to "y;thscand those. manifold 
tempt8tions, which are likely to beset us; we can do no 
good things without the assiAtance of the holy spirit :" we 
are not able," as our church express'es it, ",to wl1k in the 
'commandments of God, and to serve Him,' without His 
"pecial grace i" therefore it is meet~ right, and our bounded 
duty, toprayconstantly for p:wdon and peace; for strength' 
and a disposition to do i'liis will; for His blessing and prQ~ 
tection by dayap.d night; for an happy death, and a gI6~~:' 
ous resurrection, to life eternal.' . 

O! thatther~ ~¥ere such an heart in all of us, thatw€ 
would fear tIle Lord, and serve Him with our whole hoqses, 
that it might be well with us, and· our children forever.! 
'';I'he cwords' of the wise man are very striking in Proverbs, -
3-~3' The cur:e of the Lorrlis in t/;e house. of thq wicked; 
iiut he/;/rsseth the habitation oj the just~ 
, What an unsafe and dangerous condition must they be 
irt,who Jive as it were without God in the world : who do 
not seek for His aid and p1'Oteetiqnin this life, or shew any 
regard for their future anQ. et~J;'nal \~relfare ? Who have nOt 
in their houses so much as the (gr,m and appe3T?nCe of reo 
ligion; where cltildren;md servants, instead ofbei~1gcalI1ed 
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to daily prayer$ in tliefumily, h~ve hardly an example set 
them of retiring for privatedevoti(;m ( The state of such 
heathenish families must be truly deplorable; I know not 
how they can enjoy any peace or comfort or/hope. to thrive 
in any i£their. underta~ings :, Surely they have little:thbu~ht 
how they should be aule to answ~r. fOJ; sl,lchn,9tonous Im~ 
piety at the laSt day, when ~hey sha~l stand before the ju~g .. , 
ment-seat of Christ, there to glycan, aCCO\lfl.t how they have 
performed the pmmands of that gospel whkh teicheth 1,lS" 

that men Qught always to pray, ar;,d l1'ot tq fairt!, +.uke, 18....,.,. 
1. to pray without ceasing, and in every' thing to give thanks" 
1. The.ssalon~ans, 5-:-17, 18. 

On the other hand, they that daily worship God with 
sincerity of heart in their fCimilies, and in their closets, will 
find great comfort from such a practice even he~e, besides, 
those unspeabb1e rewards which they will receive hereaf~ 
ter. God will bless and give his angels charge over them ;, 
so that no evi,l shall bcfal them, neither shaH any plague 
come nigh their dwelling. .He- will gran~ them the contin~ 
ual comforts and assist<l(lce of his h91y spirit, to direct them 
in the way wherein they should go; and to bring them to, 
everlasting life and glory at the end of their jv~\rney, There­
fore" thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whosoever thouiart," 
that 11eglectes~ to serve thy God to the best of thy power 
and knowledge. 

Let none pretend they have not time to pray to God ev~ 
ery day in private, or with their families.-For, does not 
God give' u,s all the time' we have i ,Is it not His hand tha( 
keeps us in health, and upholds our souls in life? Does not 
the man of business, and ~h" poor la.bour~r, depend on God 
for <itrength to go through their daily round of l?bour ~ 
Therefore interest as well::ls gratitude calls upon, aU rpen, in 
f;yery st:,te, to atknowledgethe bounty of theirhe~venly fath­
er:, and continual dependence o.n His Fower ,and goodness. 

Abraham had aburidance of cattle" and a great deal of 
grou\ld to look after, bpt yet he made his children and his 
-wholehoushold serve fht; Lord. Gen. xviii. 19' 

.J?shua wa~ ruler ovel: ~ll Israel" ar~d had always a multi,-
1?~lclty of bus,mess u p~n hiS han{ls" and yet he deda,red this, 
plOustesolut1on, As/or me. and my hous.e,u'e will serve the 
Lord, Josh. xxiv. 15. ., . 

. fIoly D~vid though he had the careS,ofa cro~n: upon 
hlS head, yet conJlantly prayed /0 God, lnQo!in$, evening, ant!, 
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(1t 1100n day, Psal. Iv. 17. And in another place he tells USj! 

he was resolVl'rj to waik in his house with a pnfect heart, 
~hat none should be his servants but such as would be godly 
and relig/O'H, PsaL ci. 3.6. 

And Comelius, though a Soldier, was, yet a devout man) 
and found time to pray to God always wiih all his housci 

Acts x.' 2. ' 

, We may be assured of this, that it is not time ~ost which 
'We spend in God's service; for He will repay and make it 
J,lpto us ; and we shall, sooner or later, find to our comfort, 
that if we have been sled/as! and aboundi ng iii t he WOI'I~ of 
fhi' Lord, our labour shall not be in 'tain in the Lord. 

But were we sure to lose some wordly adYant1l-ge, or to 
incur any danger on account of doing our duty to God; 
yet under such circumstances, we must adhere ~o, and reso­
lULely persist in it. The history of Daniel to this purpose 
is worthy our serious attention, d. vi. when h~ was tllrea~ 
tened with the loss, of his life, if he offered allY petition for 
thirty days, yet he would not be deterred f1;'011'1 performing 
}lis duty to his great Creator and Preserver, but continueq 
according to his Custom, to pray to God three times a day, 
For this he was (3ast into the den of lions; but how won­
derfully did God preserve his faithful servant, by shutting 
c~p the lions' mouths, so that they did him not the least hmt; 
He who was with Daniel will be with all those who conscien", 
Jiously wait upon Him; that th,ey shall in the end sl)ffer no 
~oss or harm. And as Daniel, instead- of lofing his life, 
was by this means promoted I to higher honour, so those who 
make a conscience of serving 'God as. they ought, are high 
in Gael's favour, ~,nd shall certa~nly reap some great benefit 
and advantage by it. 

It has been ub.served by many good l;11en, that to begin 
the Lord's day well, and to spend it in a religious maRner», 
is the surest way to prosper in the following week; and 
~hat things can n,eyer go well with those, who profane and.­
mis-spend this holy day; and it is equally true, that they 
who begin and end cyery day with serious prayer, may hope, 
for God's blessing to prosper them day and night, and to, 
order all things so to gd, with them, as shall be hest and 
most for their good: But if any neglect this duty, and 
either go to 'work in the morning, or to rest in the evening» 
without having prayed to God, such may justly expect to 
fall into :;ome S,ill, or to have som,e unfQrtl,mare accident hap-. 
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pm, to tncm or their fan'",ilies ; for we :1Tc ne~'~r sqf; eitller: 
~rom sin 0:- danger. without the care of GOd'5 providence; 
anc!. pT:1yer is the' oell)' way to engage the AIT.ighty to take; 
(,;l.re of, and preservt; us,thzt no evil shall hefal us, neither, 
shall any plague come nigh our dwellings. . 

Besid(:'8, as all of us have 1111l11ortal souls, and an etern~l 
3t;:Jte to ·prov'jr.le tOT- we cannot surdy tl~inkit much to spend 
:J lev,," minut:::s evory day, in setting forw'ard the irr.portant. 
work of our s31vation.~ShalI we labom for the meat th~t 
perish<cth, and ytt take ~o pains 'for tIle meat that endurcth 
t.o ever bsti ng life? ' " . 
, Can vve he:::r orrcJd these words of our.blessed S;tviour, 
~md ,not be moved? rFJ;ct shr;ll it prefit a J71(],'1, if j,p .s./)oll 
z{!/'n ihe ';..(,/Jo/r ';..~'erlrl, ([17fi IOie his OU'P. S?1J!? l':hrk, 8-36. 

Let us consider the- bazard of goin;:; into an f":il worid, 
'without 11;1Vin7 implored'the iilc5si!Jg arid protection of H;m 
who keepct~ us from evil, who prcserveth our G'Jing cut and 
our coming in, 

Let us consider the 1118nifold danf:cT2 to which we nre 
exposed iIi t;~e ,night, when sleeping and di:fenceless: Who 
of us dare to slIffer. our eyt's to siC!'p. or t,~e /oJ1;1Jles of {)ur 
l;ead 10 tale al1y'Fnt, b~[ore we have sought andbeggecl for 
His protection, ,"v,honeit11cr. slumberetn nOr skepeth. J 
laid me down ane( slept, sai~ the ~salmist, and rore "jJ (':'.-,,;,~ 
/Jr the Lord sus/ahud me, Psal~, 3-5- - An'''- s;::;':, :n 
Psalm,4-9' I will 'Iny me dculn in peccI', l1ii(' ,,,i.,,,,y 
Ted: For it ii thou~ Lord, only,' that J7)ake.rf rri~ d1Dd! tn 
S~rf'l)'. -<' 

Ye tatJlcrs, and ye that are Masters of famjlies~~,: ;1,icier 
t110se terr~ble words 01 the'Prophet/ Pour Cld,iby /ur/ ,})~ 
0/1 de/al17i/it's Ihr,t calln~tupo/1 thy Name, Jeremiah, IO~ 
25. Ccnsider also how the Apostle exhorts you to bring 
1f/J YOlir (hilhen irl the nurture and ddlllonitio1z of the 'Lord, 
fcphesians, 6-4. 
An~ y~ th;1t are ),ct:ng, ~cquain,t ysmrseIves betimes with 

qod. 11) all the ways of holy address, and in all the duties 
of the sJnctuary and the closet: Be not so foolish and un­
wortby a~ to forgf't your maker and graciotrs 'iJi:eserver. 
when he is most mindful of you, "when thec~ndle of the 
I,ord shines about your tabernacle," and you ;:'l'e enjoying 
the health and strength and sweetl~ess of life. .:' , . 

Let othere" who, are thoughless and h;1te instruction, dote 
upon <\nd follow the. deceitful pleasures .. nd vanities of t!16 
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world: Let the~ rup into the arms of~ temptation, who 
tieglect to look Ul' to Cod,ancl seek ',Him not for the guid.: 
of their youth; but say you, a:nd adhe~e ~tedfastly to' these 
l'csolutjon~; "As for me, I will serve the Lord, a;1d will 
tnake it n~y principal caJ:~ and stt'ldy to keep Hiscori1mand. 
lnent from my yuuth uD.-Lord, I w'ill be ,thine-I have 
chosen thee fcit. my ,h3p'pipess an'd my po'r~lon tor .cv.cr '; 
i;Vhom have I in heaven but thee i there is none ujc,~ .;:ar,h 
that I desire in cCHTIp:.risonof :thee/' . ' 
. "La, they that Jorsake thee shall pe,rish, but It is goc":! 
for me to llraw ,near to God; ,\:0 beghl and Cild 111.y dty~ iLl 
His fear, and t6 His glory." . . ,. 

Finally; let i't be 'our const2nt\end~vour in ~very <lge 
and state of life, to [nind the ONE TH'IN'G NE'ED't<l)~", and! 0 

do the ff(.r~ a/Him that unt us"w!"ze it Is day. Let u;; 

,Y/atk in all the Grdillanccs of the Lord blaindess, not for5a;;'­
i2':; the assemblillg 'ourselves together as the manner of som~ 
is. Let;.ls strive above all things to please God, ,md (hily 
i~nplore: his favt;ml", direction, and blessing, while we live­
::tat when Vie di~,we maybe found meet, through the mer­
its of Christ our Sadour, to partake of those u:lojlc:abbk 
Joys, whic:1 he 'has plm::hased and prernrcd for :111 hi~ L,it;l';' 
ful and obedient servants. 

A SERIOUS EXHORTATION TO If HE GREAT DUTY OF 

FAThlILY PRAYER. 

TNs Ex/;orttdrm iJ'id:m from" SERloi1s EI:HoiTA'f'IOltS," pub­
lii,Sed by the Sor;icty Jar pr(mtotiTig Christian /;l:o,';'lcds,'~' 

DEc~hL Y BELOVED mtETHREN, 

As ~1any of yoit as ate 111asters of f~milies, you ought 
very ~criously to consider your duty in regard to thai: n::b.:. 
6011 yoil peal" to the several members. of them: For ~~~i b:ery 
~~mil y is a sm<ill society, united together in the. stricte~t 
tlands of Unity; EO each of yoti, as master of his CVvIl, must 
look upon himseL:' as answerable for the ddect$ tlut sha!1lx: 
f:5uhd in ii:: And therefore, UDan a religious account you 
must thin:..: yoursel';cs concerned not only to t"kc: care til'it 
your ,',hoL fil1ii::' be otdcred a~e3.bly to your most Loly 
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profession; but also that evety particular. member bf it be 
obliged to the constant performance of his duty to God: 
And to this end, Ie!: me exhort you to let no opporftu11ty 
slip of bringing your whole fa~ily, or at least as manf of 
them as, can conveniently be spared, to ""orship the Lord 
your God in the public ccngr,.egation. And this you should 
not Orily do every Lord's day; but even ", .. hen :1t other time!; 
there shall be prayers in YOllr parish church, you shoi1ld So 
order your afElirs as to be there yourselves, or otherwise en.:.' 
join one at least, if not mare of your respeeth'c fahiiIies, in 
their ,evera! turns, to be there; that by that Iileans the pub~ 
lie devotion of one member, may happily bring down a ble~.;. 
~ing upon the bbourious endeavours of tne rest: But be':' 

,sides this you must take especial care that morning and eveti:' 
ing prdyer be constantly used in your famllics. 

The great advantages that will attend t;,is holv prictice; 
:are altogether sufficient to recommend its performance; 
For jf you believe that God is infinite in power, that it is {-Ie 
that'" ,( kill~th and maketh alive; that bringeth down to the 
grave and Discth tip; again:st·whom-r there is no wisdom, 
nor cotins::,l, nor u::lderstanding:" For, as the \V'lse man::j: 
$p::ab, «even the hCJ.rts of kings art' in h is hand, as rivers 
of ,\V.ltcr, ~,nd he turns them which way soever he pleaseth." 
You must apprehend from hence, that he cannot wantiabil-' 
ity to ansWer .your petitions; so that if there remains any 
sCrLlple, it must relate to his will: but even of this you have 
ilOt so much as the least reason to doubt, besause you have 
his veracity and truth engaged to you for, his readinESS to 
do you good; and if you ask as you ought, you shall re'" 
ceive: For" aU things whatsoever ye ask in pr"yel", believ.< 
ing,ye shall receive :"n And agl'eeably to these most gl"Jci­
ous promises, you have many instances-,pf the great YC'C::1.Tr1 

Goel h;ts been pleased to vouchs:,fe to the petitions of his, 
f:l.ithful servants, even in things superior to ,lature; and 
therefore could not be slipposed to proceed from any otl1er 
but ~jod. himself: .T?us ~hen .tlitA.l§ .. prayed e;)r~estl:r 
that It rmght Hot ra111, It ramed not upon the earth fer the 
space of three years and six months ;" but upon his asl: iD7 . 
the c(ln~1'ary, " the heaiens gave raIn, and i.l:'i~ enth i:lro:,C!:'::-~ 
forth her fruit."o 

iff I. Samur.l, 2-6. t Proverbs, 21--;:1')4 * Ibid .• . '/,-<>:::,_ L 

II Matthew, n,--22. § ,k"'.I-<, 2~,-l'7· 
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Prayer, in general, is of fuch v~ft Advantage to the 'Sons 
ofMen,_ that it ill the Fbuntain of all the Good they en·' 
Joy; and as -one of the Ancientsobferves, the very End and 
Complement of all Bleffings; it opens the Treasury of 
Heavenly Favour's) that mak.es W;iy for them to 'defcend 
uron us Mortals here below;. and C3n ·any Duty' be more 
advantageous? Nay, fhatl wenot, upon our Neglect' of it" 
be utterly inexcusable? Especially since our God, in his 
infinite Goodness, has 'made our asking an* ihGlispensible 
Condition of obtaining his Blessing; so that yo'u will filld· 
no duty required in the whole Scripture, to which you are 
more closely and earnestly pressed, and' in which you are 
more sensibly encouraged, than this of Prayer: And Indeed, 
if we consider this Duty in regard to ourselves, andb'uI' 
Well-being, we cannot but esteem it the greatest advantage; 
as well as the greatest Honour to be thus admitted with free 
Access to the Throne of Grace. 

And because you. will most certainly find this DutYr 
when sincerely performed, productive of the most solid JoY' 
and Satisfaction, inasmuch as yo\!;, will find it adds Wings' 
as i~ were to the Soul; by Mean~ of which, she will easily 
rn0'!int into Heaven itself, the holy City of our Gcid; and'_ 
happily llJeet there with the most! tavishing Pleafures and 
'Transports of Delight: Fo,- this Reasoll. I most earnestly 
beseech 'you to be very diligent and ca.reful in this Duty'. , 

But farther: As you may have many Concerns to ma.n­
age in this Vf orId, for the comfortable Support of the res .. 
pective families you are Mas ters of; so you cannot possibly 
take any more effectuaJ Method to bring down the· Blessing 
of Heaven upon yqur honest Endeavours than by constantly 
calling your families together every Morning and Evening, 
to this important Duty of. Prayer; fot God alone being the 
sovereign t Disposer or aU . 1'hings in Heaven and Earth, 
how can you with any R,eafon look for the happy lrifluenc~ 
of his good Providence upon YOUT Labours', whilst yo.u pass by 
him u~regarded, and never implore his Blessingupon.the 
Work of your Hands? Nay, how can you it:I your sober 
Thoughts expect that you should' be "blessed in the Fruit 
af of,your:j: Body, and in tl1eFruit ofyouT Ground; in· the 
I( Fruit of your CaHle, the In(:rease of your Kine', and the 

• Mat', vij. 7. * Deue. xxiii. 4. 
t Pialmciii. 19; 



U Flocks of your Sherp ;" when; you mS71ifestly negkc~ 
to make Application, 'as you ought, to Heaven for it ? , and 
thneby provoke God to fend upon, you" CUTsing, V exat iail 
and rebuke"', in all t hat you set your h;md unto; because of the 
wickedness of your doing ,whereby you h;i've forsaken him.'~ 

And since it is most evident from h91y Scripture, th<lt God 
is the Fountain of our well.,.being t as well as being'itself; that 
it is to Him we owe O:1r t Lives, & the Precervation of them; 
that it is from him comes" every good and p'erfect Gift §;" 
that it is He alone who is the Giver of all those, Bk,ssiflgSt 

which we either do or can enjoy; how inconceIvably mif­
enllble must we apprehend tbat Man's ~tate who'by an ap­
paren~ Neglect of this gre;1t Duty of Prayer, does, as much, 
as in him lies. withdraw his Dependence upon Heaven and 
refuses t!1e most gracious Offers of those manifold Bles­
sings which are in God's Power alone tobestow ? All Tern:.; 
poral and Spiritual Mercies are entirely in his Hand; and 
em you with any just Reason expect ,-,:hat you will not fo 
much as pray for? Nay",,-vill not your neglect of praying 
for them be looked upon as a tacit Refusal of them? since 
Goo, as has bee>n already observed, has m_ade your asking 
in Prayer, an indespensj.ble Condition of receiving: And 
€al1 you possib-Iy desire a Condition that is easier? Nay, is 
it not neXt too impos~ibJe but you must embraoe,it, especial~ 
ly when ycu- duly Eortsider the terrible Threats and'Denun­
ciations of God's Fury ;1gai.nst those that will not call upon 
his Name; togetcher with the l-lwst desireable Happiness of 
those, who by a constant > diligent, and pious A pplicatiori 
to Him in Prayer, have prevailed with him to prosper their 
Endeavours, and to guide and direct them in all their 
Ways. " 

But there is yet another. Consideration Qfgreat '\'11 eight, 
to persuade to the constant Discharge of this Duty; and 
tha.t is, what will be the fatal C{)tlfcquence <?f the Neglect 
()f it when you come to ;>,nswer ill another "V orB for ali 
the Omissions of you-r Duty in tl;is: The Ter:ors that 
w.ill then siez.~ upon you will be so, very great, that YOIl 

Will most paSSlOJ1;ttely wish, when, alas ! it is too late, that 
y~ had been zealous and careful in yo~rDuty. Then YOlj 

wlll find that no Excu$es of any frivolous Nature will avail, 

.. Deut. xxviii. 20, * Acts, xvii. 28. 

• 
'~ Ver., II. 
§ James i. 1 ,. 
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Y9u; when. t4e lleve~ai Members of your F.amilies will an 
1!l.l1aniJnously testify your neglect,ancl bring Y0il. into unavoi~ 
dable condemnation. Let th·is Consideration therefort: have 

. its due Effect upon your Hearts, whilst it may be servicea­
ble to );OU, by bringing you to a .. due Sense, and, as the 
happy Consequence of that, ~o a eOl1staqt Practice of this 
Duey ; and by that Means enable, you ~ll w anljwer for 
your several ch<lrges here with' Joy, and not with Grid. 
And th;,ltthere may be nothing wanting for your Encourage. 
I1?-ent in tnis blessed -Work, }'OU will find Forms of Morning 
and Evening Prayer added to thi5 Exhortation; which I 
earnestly beseach you to make use of in your families, and' 
tpa~out of a due Regard to the ravollr and blt;sliirtg of God 
here, and the happiness oLyour immortal oouls hereafter» 
which, ,that you may happily obtain, is the fervent l\.;,j .. 
~~9n of, . , 

{our offtctio.'latc F,imd, &c~ 

ON FORMS o.F PRA,. Y~Rj 

AND ,THE 

EXCELLENCE. OF THE I,ITURGY~ 
[FROM MR. RICHARD HpOKER.] 

OF all helps tor the due performance of Public Prayer, 
~he greatest is that very set and standing o.reler itself, 
which framed witl;l common advice, hathbo.th for mattel;' 
and form· prescribed whatsoever is herein publidy done. 
No doubts, frorri God it hath proceded, and by us it must 
be acknowledged a work of singular care and providencc.l 
that tne Churc4 hath eve.m.ore held a prestcript form of 
Common'Prayer, although not in all things every where tIle 
S<tme,.yet for the p10at p.al't retaining fitill the &dme analogy, so. 
that if the Liturgies of all ancient Churches thl'oughout the 
world be compared <iITIongst themselves it may be easily 
perceived they had all one original mould, and that the 
p.ublic Prayer of the people of God in Churches t..~oro~ghly 
settled, did neveruse.to be volunt;,cry dictates, proceeding 
from any man's extemporal wit. 

No man hath hitherto been so impious. as plainly and di., 
reetIy to condemn prayer.' The pest stratagem that Satan 
k-l.thl w,11o ~nowGth his ki11gdoln to be no one way more 
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shaken than by the public devout pra-yers-Of God's Church 
isby tradu~ing the form and malln~r of them to bring them 
into .con~empt, and so to shake the force of all men's devo­
tion towards them. From this, and from no other forge, 
hatQ proceeded a ,strange conceit, that to serve. God with 
any set form o£Common Prayer is superstitious. As 
though God himself did not frame to his Priests the very 
speech wherewith they were charged to Qless the people; 
or as ifour Lbrd, even of Purpose to prevent this fancy of 
extemporal and voluntary prayers had not left llS of his own 
framing one which might both remain as a part of the 
Church Liturgy, and serve as a pattern whereby to frame 
all other prayers with efficacy yet without superfluity of 
words. 

'5""" S 'I' 

[From Bishop Kings Discourse {(mterning the ln1Jcntions of 
. Men in the Worship of G~d.] 

I think it is certain, that our Saviour and his apostles 
prayed by a forrh; for they joined in the worship of the 
temple and synagogues, which coti.sisted in psalms, as I hav-e 
:already shewn, and in some certain forms of prayers added 
to thel1j, and constantly used ill their daily serv-ice, as we, 
learn from those that give an account of the Jewish worship 
at that time.'" Now our Saviour and his apostles being 
frequently present at their serv'ice, both in the temples and 
synagogues, 'tis maflifest they approved the manner of ad­
dressing themselves to God in a set form of words. But 
our Saviour has put this matter out of all dispute with impar­
tial men, by prescribing a fOIm to his disciples, when they 
desired him to teach them to pray as John taught his disciples. 
For we find his way of teaching them "vas by direcing them 
to wait for the impulses of the Spirit, and immediate inspl-­
ration from God, of what they were to offer up to him~' 
We do not find him saying, When ye pray, speak whdt 
shall then come into your minds,- or what shall be given 
you in that hour, without taking trought about what they 
should say; as he .did in another case, that is, when they' 
should be brought before governors and kings for his sake, 
Mat. x. 19" n~t in addressing themfe1ves to God, he pre-

- :Muc~ to t~is purpose might be urged .out. of the Rabbins; but' the 
author thmks It fit to coufine himself to scriptul'e; 



scribed ther.1 a form of words, and commanded them to use 
it, LU,ke ~i"~. A:~d he said, Ul1.to' thel~) Vv'hen ye pray" 
saX, Our Father wl1icl) art in heaven, &Ci Here is anex~ 
pres.s sommal1d of. Chdst to his disciples, to use these warda 
whe'n they p.rey, Our Father, &c.-a command for the use 
of a fOFm, so phin, that it is impossible ~o e.xpres~ it in clear~ 
er terms. ' 

'No worship is accepta,bh; to God, ~Iat it. not offered 'to 
him in ~pirit and tI;uth, John iv. i4. and therefore the 
scripture fccommcilds tous prayersii'l and by the Spirit; 
but that praying with the Spirit, d--:th nu~ signify extempo­
rary, tt.nprcme:di,;~f~d prayers, or "xclu,de forms, will ap. 
,pear froin • Cor. xiv. IS ' I will pJay, with the Spirit, I 
~vill sing with th~ 0"i;it, I will sing with th~ understanding 
:also. Here We find sitigingwith the Spirit, as w&llas praying 
''I!vith it; and whosoe\er sings otherwise, doth not worship 
Gcd as he ollght; but though we arc: obliged to sing with, 
the Spirit) yet we must arid ought to sing in the congrega-' 
tion, with 'a set form 0,1 werds, and therd"ore for the same 
r::as~m. though we IJray with.the Spirit, we may pr'ay by. 
a s<::t and prepa~ed form of worJs: The most spiritual 
songs consist of a set form of imposed words, and so may 
tht: mosf .sp~ritual pt<1ycrs. Praying therefore with the 
Spirit in this place, is sq far from meaning, orbeingan ar:" 
g'.ment for 'the 'use 01 extemporary unpremidat~4 prayers, 
-th~t it is rather an argumcrlt against them; Fot: either· we 
. are obliged by it to sing' to God in exteniporary hymns" 
orw~ are tlor obliged to pray to him in ,extemporary pray~ 
ers; since it is unreasoriable to intei~prct singing with 
th,: Spirit, ill o~e s!,!l1se,an.d praying with the Spirit in a 
contrary ~ " . ' 

'Tis very observable tha( eve~,.those who composed their 
prayer' .and hymrs by immediate inspiration did not gen­
erally offer them to God in the coilgregation till they had 
first red uced them into a form. Thus 'David first penned~ 
his psalms, and then delivered them to be sung, I ehron. 
xvi. 7. and 'tis probable the prophet~, 'I 'Cor. xiv. 26, did 
,the same, for they are supposed, every oheta have a psalm,' 
adoctrlne, a tongue, a revelation, «c. that is, to have them 
'rea,dy, and reduced into form for the'useqf the church' 
wh~n they call1e)tog~ther: That th.is is the meal'l,ing,' ~f:, 
havu~g a psalm, &c. III thIS place, wIll appear very prdba~\ 
bIe-, not onlyfrbm the wOJ:ds, whic~ naturally import 
this, ').l1d Can hardly be c:therw!se interpl~ete(}, but like~ 
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Ijt,ew1se fram the apostles making a diff~rence bctwccq 
what th::se prophets had prr:pared, ano what Vi/as revealed 
immedi:ltely at the time of their being togtther, verse 30. 
If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the 
first held his peace. \"" hieh shews that these psalms~ 
&c. were t" giye place to such as were imme4iateJyins~ir. 
ed: So far were these inspi~t~d men from countenancmg 
,an eXlempor:~ry, unr;.emediated way of serving God; 
except ,,\-here there was an immediate re\'ela!ion for it~ 
Inasmuch as God has 110t expressly forbidden all extempo­
rary pDj'C'rs, I would not be 11l1qerstood by this, to can. 
demn ali s1Ich as unlawful. T11cre may be S'lme men~ 
(though not very many,) 3b1e to express themselves signifi. 
cantly ;md decently cxtel~'lpOrC; and ~here are some oc­
casions (hat reguire'it even in public; imd on thC'se oc­
casions, \vhen <l man 11 ;5 not tim,: allowed him to r::duce 
his desires into form before he offers them, he mJY dCi-,cnd 
<on the ilssist,mce of God's SDirlt, as we mav in all other 

, , j 1 

c~ses of necessity, or at least hope for pqrnol1 of course' 
to our infi~maties: But to de'pend on tint Spirit, and 
lleglect tLe mcam G:~d has given us~oprovid"ourselveSt, 
looks 50 like temptinp- him, tb~t we olIght qrefu]}y to a­
l:oid it, Good men ~vho l11a~e a' conscieIlce of secret pr"i'­
cr to God, and havegr'own up in a constant di~<:harge 'of 
this .auty, do by degrees ell! into <I form CVC-l1 wilh them-: 
~elves; for how l1'n~ch s'eve1' their prayers were extern­

'pore at first, yet havhg continl1~l oecasihn of praying t,), 
God for the S;lme things, they find in time tl1at th.::re i~ 
put on<:: best way of eXf,ressii1g the ~allle thipgs ;, which 
llccessarily leads to a form ~ : 

The dodrine, of t!le unlawfubess of praying by forms; 
1,5 110 s\lch indifferent thing, that we may safely indulge 
men in their cwn sense about it ; since it is verv apt to 
puff them up, and make them take fllse measures in judg.­
ing of their own condition and of t!1e 'infiuc::ce of God's 
spirit upon tbem. 

We knew t~~at all good men h,'e 1he spirit of God, 
;md are'.guided and infbellced by it in the whol,e tenor of 
their lives; we make no doubt but tbey are assisWd by 
Him in t~~eir r:-ayers, but flO less in forgi\'ing an inj llry, or 
l't'sisting a t:::mptJtion; and his influence on a good man's 
tnind is rather greater and more sensib~e in these aid oth~ 
er a<;:ts of rejir-inn th,l11 in pr'lyr. ,1 ,oye, jny. peace, long-; 
li.ufferi~:g, gen LnC'ss, goOdl1ebS~" fJith, meekncss,tempc:;--
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imce, are the ff>,its of the spirit, Gal. v. 22. And it is prien;. 
(:ipally by these we 'Jught 10 conc~ude that 'i.e b1ve -tha't 
spirit. But the opinion of the unlawfulllt:~s()f forms of 
pray,'r, on a fkrsudtion that the spirit of God en"ble every 
child of Goel to conceive with the, heart, ai1d thl'r:::ss, wit~ 
the mouth 5uiLtbk desire,s, 1;':i16fles everyone fo God ';;l 
fpirit in some meJ:;ure I th'at is able to ex llress himself in 
apt and ,fluen'~ words; through withoLl,t the other graces of 
the spirit, and exposes every one to despair, that is not able 
to do this, as looking on himself to, be d(:s~itute ", of the 
spirit; tholl,~h otherwise meek, l~un~b1e, Zlnd charlt"ble, an..} 
endowed with such gracesq,s are much more certain signs 
ofhisp.es:rice. Nay, so far~~e; many deluded ty thIS 
opinion, that' they judg'e t~s(~J~es or oti1cr cLilJren cf 
God, and iN his favour, a~ording as they are more or 
Lss endowed with this gift, ,without respect to other 1uaI­
iilbtions. Ana I dare appeal to yourse!'vcs, V:chethe'f 
~ome very immoral persens gi,lty cf gross and scan­

dalous '(ri,nes, have not been eminent for this gift' of pray .. 
er? And whether sllch persons are nat apt to flatter 
themselves that they are the childre'n of God, and endow­
e4 W;el his spirit, notwithstanding all their" wickedness? 
And it is impossible either to convince these persons of 
their mistake, or to comfort poor ignoi:ant people, dejected 
only for want pf this gift,whiI~t they are posse~sed with 
6isopinion cf the unlawfulnes-s of forms. 

Which opinion ought not to be count;?nancedor indulged 
as an indifferent thing bCCause it has been a great hindrance 
to s~cret d€votion : every ,Christian ought at least t"v/ice a 
day to ,address hims,elf to Go<l in secret prayer; but ~ 
great part of the world cannot dq it without a form; chi!. 
oren and ignor,mt persons are at" a loss for wOl;ds, and 
ev-en other IPfople a-re ,often not able te find t11em readily, 
especially when wearied, dull, or iilliispos'ed as is s0metfmes 
thecondition ofehe best Christians; tLis makes secret 
prayer, at least a, con'stailt regular cour~e of it, uneasy to 
most that are absolutely against all use of forms, and it oc­
casions too many to neglect ir, which' othe!'wise wouM not: 
And as for children and ignora1lt people amongst those 

) flf this persuation., I am well assured many of t!ieln never 
~ow their kn!=es rn secret to God; and" several- of those 
that are grown up are forced ,to speak aloll-d, or Icannot 

, pray at all, which is aiain~t the n~ture of secret prayer; 
and exposes not on ly the pet~pns that USt; it td the censure 



of hypocrisy, but the duty to co~tempto ,:Tis on this '3C~ 
~ount that the pious custom of training tip youvg people 
to a constant course of devotion, in their morning. and 
evening secret prayers, is too universally laid aside among 
you, as I have found by exprrience, aTJd for, the trutJi of 
the observation I dare appeal to an of the di'ssenters._ On 
the contrary. I am well as~ured tbt there cannot be a 
more effectual or e"3Y method to reyive and continue this 
regular and constant use of secret prayers. than to oblige 
everyone to some certain forms every morning and eve­
ning, which they may not omit, whatever otiler p~ayers 
they use; But this can never be done whilst the opinion 
of the unlawfulness of forms prevails; and therefore all 
good people are obliged to oppose it, as they would re­
trieve the constant u~e of secret prayers; which sLews 
that this is no indifferent matter as the objection woul4 
suggest, but of great weight, and fit to be' contended for. 

[FROM BIsaop NEWTONo] 

II A precomp9sed form of prayer-is so far from obstruct~ 
ing or,quenching our devotion, as is pretended, that it 
rather assists and inflames it; the matteT and the words 
are both prepared to our hands j we know before what 
is to follow that we may lawfully join in it; and na 
other attention is required but to raise our afFectionso 
And let me ask, is not the :lpirit of the congregation e­
qually stinted, whether the Minister pray in an extempo .. 
,ary, or in a composed regular form? And which is the 
more fit and proper for the people to receive" a form of 
prayer from the wisdor.1 and ;.1t\thority of the whole 
Church, or to depend upon the discretion of every single 
Minister ?" 

,t But a prccomposed form of prayer is not only liable to, 
no just objection, but hath besides; several advantages to 
re1::ommend it. It is more for the honor'of Almighty God, 
expresses more reverence and devotion; preserves greater 
propriety and dece,ncy of laMuage-It is likewise ~ore 
for the edifi~ation of "men, aso well as for the honor of 
God. For who can question '\IIrhich is likely to be most 
instructive and edifying, hasty conceptions or studied 
compositions ;" the productions of an individual, "Of 
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rl1ewrsdoffibf the church preparcj and <ligcsted into {onn 
and order? It is better not only for the people, but for 
the Ministers too; . for as it prevents ahy vain ootcntation 
of their' talents in the more learned, so· it ,supplies the more 
ignorant with "vhat .perhaps they could ill compose <!f 
thtmselves.-Moreo"er, it better dhbli{hes and secures the 
unity of fiith a.nd wtirship ;liinders the heterodox from 
infusing their~ p:1rricu!ar notions in their prayers, 
which is perhaps the most artful and plausible way of infu • 
sing them; .reduces 'an the I Churches to an uRiformity, 
prevents any disagreement or COl1tr<Jdiction in their pe­
titions, and instructs them, as tl1ey \\'orship the same God, 
to worship him with the same mind and voice," 

ON THE EXCELLENCE CF THE LITURCr. 

[FROM BISHOP NEWTOl'-L] 

" It is a great excellence of our service to 11:n-e so many 
short distinct petitions. They' are thus rendered more 
fit arid easy to be remembered and rtpeated. Ollr Lit­
urgy in this respect may be compared to a string of pcar:s, 
every ofl.e. valuable, but altogether almost inestih1able. 
If the whole was clisP9sed in 'one Continued prayer, though 
it should net 11e tedious, yet it would keep our minds upon 
the stretch "too long together; ,vhereas, these breaks and 
pa\lSeS give relief, our souls recover breath as it wei-e, and 
we return to \vorship again with new spirit and vigor." 

U The variety of our service is aoother. excellence in the 
composition of it, and contributes much to the keeping 
up of our attention and devotion.. A SJmcness in any' 
thing soon SJtiates and wearies us ; . and it is as difficult to 
keep ~he mind as it is the body' long in one· posture. 
But by the beautiful intermixture of prayer and, praise, of 
suppli<;ation<lnd thankgiving, of confession and absolution~. 
of hymns ;111(1 creeds, of psalms and lessons, our weari­
riess is relieved, our ;>ttentiolJ is renewed, and we are Jed 
on agreeably from one subject to another. 'fhe fr<lm~. 
of our Liturgy is somewhat like the frame of the world; 
it is order in variety, nnd though all the parts are dirT.:r­
ent, yet the whole is consistent and regular." 

" What renders it yet more excellent is its' compre-
1 



nensiveness,-There ,is nothing that i~~~tes. either! to our .. 
selves or others, nothi\1g that' concerns. I'S :either. as. men 
or members of society, nothing that conduces, to our 
happiness in this world or .~n .. tbe w.or\d to c<;>mt:,. butts 
comprehended in some or other of the petitions-cit is 
easy, while the: Ministe:r is readiLg it, to. appropriate and 
apply:any PJ3S;:l!C:~S to ourselvesanc;l (ltlr own c~se; A 
great deal is expressed, but n'JOte is impli~a; and I?ur 
devotions in, 0' r cl ,sets and i.n O1't j families, Y';\'!,cannot 
bette\, perhaps express than' in the words of our LitllTgy ; 
his 80 suited to all ranks and cO!Jdi~i!:ms, and ad~pted to 
all wants lind cccasions." , 

" The congreg;Jtim have particular rea$on to. be; pleas. 
ed, as they have a larger share in our service than in any 
other whatever: and the Minister and pe<"ple m1'tually 
raise and inflame each others delotion. It is a singular 
privilege, theldore, th<1t our people 'enjoy~ of bearing so 
large a part in our scorvice; and it is this that propeljly 
del1ominatesours, what really none else i~, a Book of 
Common Prayer." ' 

"In a word, our Liturgy is in every respect excellently 
contrived and fit' ed . to ,promote. true- devotion. The 
language is so plain as to be ljevel _ to the capacities of the 
meanest, and ye! the s(:nse i~ so nobleas to raise the con= 
ceptions of the greatest The mannl.r too in which our 
service is performed is worthy of the matter; our vest­
ments are suitable and becoming and the very emblem 
of holiness, for as St. J Ohl1 8aith "the fine linen' clean 
and white is the righteousness of the saints;" our cere­
monies neither to~' many, nor too few, such 'as may excite 
and cherish, and no~ such a& may dis.tract and dissipate 
our devotion. All things are done, as the Apostle would 
l1ave them done, " decently and in order ;" and if our 
piety is not eminent and conspicuous in propo.rtion t.o .our 
advantages, it is because we are wantirlg tD .oll [selves, 
not because our church hath been wanting in making prDp-
er provision for us." 'it . 

" It. has been uniformly observed by me that when penons not edu­
~ated In our (;hnrch h;{vt' COnf(lrnled to her ~ervice, and have joine,d in 
~l~ performance, t~ey have 8001\ become 'en"ble of the. advantages" of a 
L!l~lrgy a:ld, tll"t I;' pr'IF:0rtJOn to the good lise they have made of it 
~llClr pal'nah~y to It -h'''.' mc,:ea.cd .. Ar,J,l those only who r:iously join 
m the lise of rt ('an be acqllamted With Its excellence and with the ad, 
vantage. uf our system of \Vor.hip. THE EPITOll. 
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ON 'THE DU'Tr OF KIVEELING IJUZING' 'THE· P'ER'" 

F(;RMANCE oi Pp'.tJYER. 

The' lit~ e::cceIlent Bishop of London, D,r. Pcrteous, in 
aletter whichhe addr~8sed in May, 1804~' to th€ clergy 
of his 'diocese, thus enforces the dUly of kneellng.-
. "For ~any y.e;l.r~ past I h;,ve, (,bse1Vtd, with' extreme 
c';ucern,ifl difE:rent churches and chapels'~ both, in the 
metropolis, and in various parts of the country, where I 
happened to be present, a practice pn'vailing (a~d' evi~ 
dently gaining, ground every day) of a, considerable part 
of the,congregation sitting d~'ring those.part5 of di~ine 
worship where the rubric expressly enjoiri5 everyone to 
kneel. It may be thought, perhaps~ thatJhe posture of 
body in offering UP" om: prayers, is,a ciicumstanc,e too 
ttivaJ.to de~erve sllch ,~erious notice as this.: Bilt can any 
thing be trivial th"t rdates to the Almighty governor of 
th ' universe! DoeS, 'not every one ~now too, that the 
mind and the body mutually act upon and in,fluence' each, 

, other ,; and that a negligent ,attitu'de of the one will naCo 
turaHy 'produce, ind,iffrr,nc~ and inattention in the olh­
er? 'Loo,konly at t~e gen~ral deportment of those w'ho" 
sit at their,devotions, (without being compelled to it by 
~<:ces'ity}.and th',:n 5<1y whether this remark is not founded 
intmth and in fact.~I shall be tbld: perhaps, that there 
are some den'Jminations of ~hrist~ans that Si and, and 6th .. 
ers that sit at their devotions •. ' It is very true, and they, 
must be left to judge for themselves: ,but my concerll 
at present ~s with member? of the Church:-Our Chure h 
in her admirable form of public, prayer, allows, in differ­
ent parts of the service, the different postures both of 
standing and sitting ;,which with her usual wisdom and 
discretion she adapts to the respe<:tive circumstances of 
t40s~ particular parts; But where the soldnnity and im. 
portance of our supplications require it, there she posi­
tively enjoins the posture of kne~ling; and to, disobey 
that injun,ction, is u,nquestiop,ably an offence ?gainst the 
discipline and usage. of that, venerable Church' to which 
we have the happ~ness 'to belong." ' , 

'~Itis also co'nirary to the practice ?£ thebest,:md 
greatest, and, wisest men, both betore the, promulgation 
of thegospd and aftet; it.~ The exhortation of King 
David in th~ 95th Pealm'rwhich we hav.e adopted into 
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our liturgy, is, " 0 come let us fall down :jnd worship 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.'" V\""'en Solomon 
dedicated his magnificent tempie to' God, he kneeled 
down upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel. 
and Epread forth his hands towards Heaven, while he 
11Qured forth one of the most sublime and affecting pray­
t'rs that ever fell from the !irs of a man. It was the cus~ 
ttlm of the prophet Daniel to ~nees upon his kneeIJ three 
times a day, and pr3y and give thanks unto his God. 
Our Saviour himself in his last agony, kneeled down and 
prayed; bt. S~"phen in his last moine~tsknee1ed down 
and prayed for his mvrdcrers; and St. Paul, when he 
took his last solemn leave of his hrethnn,' kned,e,d qown 
even on tlle se:l shore; an~l off-ered up his petitions to, 
heaven for their ever18sting 'vdfare.'? "".' 

(( After tb,ese' injunctiOlls of the Church (lnd thes~ 
exampksfrom script un;, no one I think~ who falls him.~ 
self a christain, and a. member of the Church, will (unless 
prevc:nted by ill,J:1(;sS or in~rmit¥) '~eftlse to knee! down 
before the Lord his Maker. 13ut if you perceive any part 
of your c(;mgregation, habitually negle<:~'inS' S0. to' do)o l 
,mU'\_ request you to represent to th<;n:t In forcible tern~s, 
the gl;'eat impropriety and indecency of such a practice: 
It is very P9ssible that they r:nay 'hav~' fallen into it from' 
mer~ thoughtlessness at;l~ in,a.tt<;:ntion, and considered it 
;as a l?at~er of very little importance; bl,lt. you will; I hope, 
endeavor to qmvince them that ii is in reality a very se­
rious ofl:'erice against the Majesty cf Heaven,an~ the de­
corum and solernnity of public worship. It is ~vidently 
inconsistent with that profound reverence which is due 
to the g~eat Creat')r of th;: universe, and that deep hu­
mility an~ cO':ltritio11' ;'''hich become such wretched sin~ 
nexs as ~~e all are, in a greater 'Or less degree, in the sight 
of God. It strikes,in short in my' apprehension, at the 
very rOQt of aJl tru,e devotion; and ought therefore to 
be vigorously resisted 'before it has gained' too much 
strength to be ~ubdued. If it is not, ifit is suffered to go 
on ',Viihol}.t control, there is 'too much reason i:o' <lppre-~ 
hend, from the progreSs it' has made within these few 
years, tha~ itwill in a few years more beco,me an universal' 
pra:tice~ a~.~ tha~'you will see the ~h.ole of ,Your c~n~re~ 
gahon SlttlFlg dUr1!lg eve~y part of dmne servl~.'~ 
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THRJm'CA~~S'QF THE' CHUROH Ji'.NJOtNINt't 

ATTENTION TO DIVINE SER VICE. 
, . ~ . ,. ...', .' 

The (boire if Sid~men" and ih~i~ joi~t o..ffi(~ 'u,.!ith 
Churchwardqll;s.' ' 

The Ohurchwardens QrQ!lestmenof every Parish, "and. 
two or three or more discteet Fersons in every Parish tq 
be chosen for Sidqnen pr Assistants, by thf; lVlinis;er and 
Parishioners, if they can agr,;:e (o~herwise to be appointed­
b,y the ordinary of the Diocese) .sh~,ll diligently see tha~ 
all 'the Parishioners duly~ resOrt to the Church -upon all 
Sundays and Holy-days, and there continue the whole 
time of Divi\1c-scrvice ; and none to walk or to stand idle, 
or talking in the Church, or in tbe Church yard, or ~he 
Church-porch dllring th~t ti~le; and all such as sha~~ 
hi! fOl\nd slack or negligent ill resorting to the Church 
(having no great Or llrgent ~a~lse of ap,seIlce) they shal~ 
earnestly caJ! upon them: and after d)le monitjon (if 
the~ amend not) they shall presept them to the Ordinarr 
of tne place.. ' 

9AN9N ~603) I. lAMES I. 

4 Reverence and g,ttention to /;e used 'withm the 
. Clmrc/;, 'in time oj Di-vine Service. 

In the time of Divine Service, and of every part there­
of, a,ll due ,reverence is to be ~sed ; for it is according to 
the Apostle's Rule, " Let all things be done decently,'imd 
aecording to order." !\tlswerable to which Decency 
and Order, we judge these our directions following: No 
man sIlaU cover his head 1n the Church or Chapel, in time 
of Divine Service excCJ:~t he have some Infirmity, in 
which case, let him wear a Night-cJP pr caif, All mat;Inet;. 
of persons then p~esent, shall revereptly kneel upop their 
knees when the genet:al COlffe~&~on, Li~any an4 other 
prayers arc rClld; md shall stand up at. ~ht:l saying o£ 
:the Belief, ~cCl?rdi\1g tQ ~e rules in that behalf Fr escribe~ 
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in the"Book of Comn:'on. Prayer: And Hkfwise when' 
i.n time of Divine Service the Lord J e.c:us shall be mention­
ed, due and lowly Reverence shall be done qy all per. 
sons 'present, as it hath be~n accustomed; testifyiilg by 
these outward ceremon:cs and· GestureS, their inward, 
Humi!it,y, Christian Resolution, and due acknowledge. 
rne'nt that the Lord Jesus Christ is the' only Saviour of the 
'Vorld, in whom alone all the Me'rcies, graces, and 
Promises of God to Mankind, for this life and the life to 
come, are fully and wholly comprised. None, either Map» 
Woman, or child of what calling soeve'r, shall be other­
wise at such times busi,~d in the Church than in c:uiet at­
tendance to hear, mark and understand \ thet -~hich is 
read, Preached or Mill istered; saying in their due' p 'aces, 
audibly with the Minister ~ the Confession, the Lords pray­
er, and the Creed; and making such other answers Ito . 
tm.e Public prayers, as are appointed in the Book of Com­
mon Prayer: :Neither shall they disturb the Service or 
Sermon by walking, or talking, or any other way n6r de':: 
part out of the Church during the time of Service 'or 
Sermon, without some urgent or reasonable cause. 

loitirers not (0 b~ suffered near the Church m tinle 
r:/ Di·vine Service. 

The Church-"vardens or ~estmen, and their Assis., 
tants, shall not suffer any idle Persons to abide either 
in the Church-yard or the Church Porch during the lime of 
clivine service or Preaching; but shall cause them either to 
come in, or to depart. 

1vfeditations and Ejaculmions to. be used 'fJn going 
to Cburoh. 

~ 

[FROM DR. WARREN'S SELF EXAMINANT.] 

As you go to Church, meditate that you are now go .. 
ing to the CO\lrts of the Lord, and to converse with the 
Great God by Prayer, and to hear his l\hjesty speak to.' 
Y9u by his Word, and to receive his messillg on your 
Soul and Bod:y, an(,i. th~ honest Labour of the Week 
following", . 
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, Consider aJso w11at an iT1val~able Felicity it is fOf yoti 
to have thes~. excellent Opportunities of Religion afforded 
you to repent in, when others have been cut off sud.de:ll:Y, 
and by <inuntime1y Stroke o( Death 

Consider again, that it will not be long before you be 
called to give an Accottnt how, you hare spent. YOllf pre .. 
cious Time; whether you have \ se,rved God duly; and 
as you ought to have done. 0 how will you wish then 
that you had spent your Time better, ~hat every ()ne' ,of 
your Pr,lyers t.) God had, been ~ Thousand, and that your 
whnle Time and pains had beel} Jaid out, upon Religious 
Duties? ' 

You may consider again, how happy you are to bei~ 
Health and Strength, and capable of sc:rving God, when 
ynurpoor Neighbonr Jies ,irk 011 his Bed, and wan,ts ;his 
Limbs,. or his Senses, and is not capable of using these 
hl;::ssed oPP<lf.ttinities. , ' ' 

Say then with thyself by the way, with holy David, as 
the Hart brayet11 'Jar the Rivers of 'Vaters, so' pant\'!h 
my Soul after ti1joe, 0 God:' My Soul thirsteth for .God., 
'even for the Lidlng Gpd ; when shall I come and appear 
bdore the Presence of God? For a DilY in "his Courts 
is better than a Thousand elsewhere. I had nt.ther be ,a 
Doorkeeper in the I-louse of !ny God, than to dwell, ill 
the Taberna,je of V/ickedness: Thecfore I will come 
into thy House inthe Multitude of thy Mercies, and i~ 

, thy fear will I worship towards thine holy Temple. 
When you come into the Church- Yard, then consider, 

Here lies such a cj.eJr Friend of rriine. Time was when 
he was as healthful as myself, but now he is dead am!. 
gqne, and I must shortly follow. This should. put into 
your Minn a great many pious Thoughts .of your own 
Death, ot judgement and of Eternity, the consequences of 
Death; and should make you pray with the Psalmist, 
Teach me, 0 Lord, to numb:r my Days, and to apply 
my Heart unto Wisdom. 

When you enter into the Church, it is time. to recoliect 
the Preacher's Aclvice, Eccl.::s. v. I. 2.. Keep thy 'FQo't 
when thou goest to the House of God, and be more ready 
t? hear, than to give the Sacriii<;e of Fools; for they con. 
sldanQt that they do evil. . 

Be not rash with thy mOll! h, and let not thine lkart 
be hasty to utter any tl;ing lY~fore Geoc!; for· God is b 
He~ven;and thou upon Earth, ther..:fore let thy Words 
be few. 
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~n Extract from tbc rrlJOLE Du'n~ pF l/[A N, 'Shew­
ing, that it is in ('Very JIlan's pO'Lcer to take t/~at 

careif' bis Soul 'zJ.JJicl; tlie GOipd requircs. 

The great plea, th'at men db gebebiJIy malce fot' the 
wickedness or c,lrelcssncss of their Jives, is this; • It 
really is not in thEir power to Ii"l'e 1 p to sD,eh a state of 
holiness anJ virtue, as the Jaw of God obEges them to: 
grace is ill them too we;1k, ;mcl thtir naturd corruptions 
too stroflgJ for their eyer being in a capaCity, without more 
assistance from God, to live strict Dhd religious lives: 
(;onversion is the work of God, a!ld Clnnot be 'wrought 
by a man's sC'lf; ;ll1d tr.en:fore till God shall ple;;se to 
come upon thcm with ~,n irresistable pown of his holy 
, spirit, tlH:y must be cont,-TIted tel IiYe as they do; my, 
they mu~t unavoidiiUy lin: so.' Now it is readily granted, 
that w'ithout G,,(l's grace nom:m ,can do any thillg; and 
we grant likewioe, tklt it is very probable their circum .. 
stances may be stich, tkt it is net menlly possible, unless 
they had gr~'ater strength aud more grace than the,Y have 
on a sudden to live as they ought to clSX; for their bad 
principles are re;Jlly more powerful than their good ones; 
but yctin tlle menD time, we rr.ust needs tel1 them, that. 
they ;"lye not mC'l-c stocks and stones How much reason 
soevC!' they Lave to complain of the i11firmity or degene­
racy of their lldtuTcS, yft somt' things they em do towards 
the bettering of them: for instance, tbough they Call11ot 
on a sudden conquer the inward bent ,llld inclimtiol1 of 
their minds so as to hate all srn, and to delight in virtue'; 
yet tbey must needs cCllf<.:ss that they h:we a power oyer 
their O~!!W,1nl :lctions : t!;ey can as wfll direct their feet 
toware! tllC c!mrch, "s to the IJC'us,c of g:lming, or drinking 
or lewdness ,: their eyes will serve them as 'Nell to look 
UJ),911 a hiLle, or a serioHs l;j,wourse :Ihout religion, as to 
read a scurrilous ;'il~d a p'ofane Leok: it is a~ much in 
their po\ver to yield their e:;rs to the re3soTI<ILle advice of 
their sober fricl1(:s; as to the lTIJd harrallgucs of the disso­
lute company they keep. These things they mllst needs 
acknowledge they can do, if they will: nay. and they 
can do mor~ than ~his; for (if they please) they may give. 
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themselves time to consider arid thirik of \vhat they read 
or what is said to them, or what their. own expenence or 
oosel'vation of things will sc:ggest .1:0 their minds; and 
they can further (If they please) add 10 their consiJe,:.:tiVl1, 
their prayers to ahnii:';hty God to direct them, to as:;"t 
them, to stredgthen them, and though it, is certain 
that all this without God's especial grace will not be effec­
tual for their regeneration and conversion; y:::t, if they 
will but do as much as this comes to, we can assu;:.:: them. 
that in time they shall have this e"peci:l! grace, which 
they riO'*i 'vant. 111 the same proportion that they u,e and 
employ those g,ifts and powers, which they at present 
h~ve, God will increase and enlarge them. And the 
truth of all this is confirmed to tJ.. by thal memorable say­
ing of our Saviour, which we find in his mouth 
at several times and upon several occ sions ': To 
him that hath, to him shall be given, and he &h',~l have 
an abundance; but r~om hirri that hath not, shaH be taken a­
way that which he hath. Let it then, above all things, 
be our great and constant endeavour to make him our 
friend, who is the best of beings, the sovereign good and 
haJpiness of all his crtatures, and the fountain and foun­
dation of all our comforts and enjoyments.in this life, and 
of all our hopes and expectations in that w~lich is to come. 
Let us m~ke religion the great business of our lives, and 
while: we have tine awl opportunity, let us prepare our-

':selves by a life of virtue and righteousness, for that great 
account which we must one day give. Let not the pleas­
uresand vani~iesof this world, which will shortly have 
an end, make usunmmdful of the great and momenteous 
concers of eternity. There shaH in no wise enter into 
tha:: holy place any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abmonilion, or maketh a lie; b:lt they which_ 
are written in the Lamb's book~ of life, And those only 
are. the good and~ virtuous, who have kept themselves 
from the polutions of this wicked world, and have led a 
life of piety and renewer! obedience towards God,and of 
love and charity toward their neighbours. 

K-
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Extracts from/MR. NELSON'S Practice rf'[rue 
Eevotion. 

ON FERVENCY OF SPIRIT. 

«, BE FERVENT IN SPIRIT," 

In onter to this purp;se, I shall offer to you sorne t{)n~ 
itderations, which I beg you to make trial of, as necessary 
means to keep this holy fire bright in your minds. ' 

I. 'The hxerrist of God' s preJf~a. When a Soldier 
engages his enemy in the presence of his Prince, he fights 
with greater courage and bravery. When a chlistian· 
prays, converses, or follows his calling, \vith an act\lal 
sense that God sees him, and is privy to all bis thoughts, 
it is impossible he should be negligent or unconcerned. 
No ; the sense of God's all-seeing eye animates him with 
care and diligence, and with this prospect be endeavours 
to do every thing that may please him best. If you would 
be secure of a general and effectual me3ns t(') pray with 
devotion, to converse with reserve, to follow your profes, 
sian with diligence, and to govern your passions, and to 
resist the temptations that assault you; remember always­
that God is present with yo'JU; endeavour to pre~erve 
the sense of it upon your mind, and accustom yourself to 
the exercise of it. And if, when you have I aflY occasion. 
offerd of practising any virtue, or mortifying any passion, 
you h8ve not a sense of GOd'b presence upon your mind, im­
mediately rrflect u~on it and pl"c'~ God beJ@fe you, and 
you will quickly experience that fervour of spirit, and that 
readiness of mind, to serve God upon all occasions, which 
is so hiJportant in our spiritual life. 

II. In the ordinary actions of your life. and in the 
occasions of practising any virtue, 0t, avoiding ~.ny sin ;, I. 
Consider what God requires from you. 2.Pt'omise to 
perform it 3.. Put your resolution into execution 
without delay. Now all this may be done almost in a 
moment (,f time, and you must immediately, with'Jut put­
ting off, set about this practice. First then, I recommend 
to you to consider in all your actions, and in those oeea 
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~sions I have mentioDPd, what it is God requires from y~~_ 
:and what is most pleasing in his sight, Alas! how much ar« 
you to blame when you .aCt with rashness and precip.ita< 
tioD; when you pass hours and whole days .in differenf. 
ictions, whi.ch Sl,lcceed one another, without . considering . 
'o/ha.t it is God reqllire.s from you, without consulting his 
wi/) and ple4sur~, in order that the action ~ and the mall­
perot it, l;TIay be such as shall approve of? Let the exam­
pleoOlOly David prevail upon you for the future, to set. 
the l.m:.d always bef lre you. Froq! time to time lift up 
yO~Jr )leart to him, whose eyes run to and. fro throughout 
all the e;,trth; and Sly to him, Lord what wouldst tho11 
have me to do? Sped{ Lord, for thy, servant heareth 
In the second place, having thoroughly ~nderstood your 
d~uty, and the manr~er of performing' it; . that .. upo.!1such 
an occasior) patience pught to be exercised; that we ought 
~,ot to fix Ollr eye~ uponl such an object; and that we· 
<;>ught always to pray with reverence and ~itLntion, &c. 
Upon such convictions, we ought imfTlediately to resolve 
to practice what appe<!rs to liS mot acceptable to God. 
And then, in the third phce, we must, without delay, put. 
in "xecution whilt we have resolved. O! how impor­
tant is thiq ad, i<;e! Do not rest in the bare kno\:,ledge .of 
your duty i do not satisfy yourself with some fJint resa.­
lutions of Practising it; hut withont losing any farther 
time, perform what you have promised and practice what 
YOII haye resolved. . . 

_ If it is an opportunIty of doing ~ny g60:\ this opportu­
nity will quickly pass thro:lgh your hands; and if you do 
not take care you willIet it slip, and he apt to say, as ma­
ny other negligent christians do, I will do this good upon an­
other occasion. But alas! we ought rrotafter this man:lcr to 
abuse the grace of God .. and to. squander away thos€! op­
portunities he gives us for our improvement.. The pro­
verb says, We must strike the iron while it is hot,. and take' 
time by the forelock. 

You are well acq\1ainsed with your duty in this particl!_ 
lar, and you are engaged to perform it; why then alas! 
do you defer it? This oppor:unityvvillnever come aga:n 
and time slides away; your good inclinations may de­
crease, and your zeal may ab.ate; nay, the grac_e c;>f 
God may be withdrawn, if you do not make a present 
)se of it 
If the occasion rel~tcs to. any ~in, it is still more danger~ 
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ous, after know~[;g it, a,nd resoLved to ~void' it, to stand' 
still and do notlJ,ing In such circumstances let no time 
be lost. You have, it may be, enteret,i upon, a discours~ 
that reflects upon your neighbour; break off imlrnediate:y. 
You have resolved not ~o lO(lk upon, such an object; do 
not amusey(:mrself in thinkipg of it, arid dispute no longi 
er with your~e;f, ;whether you shall look upon it ?! no. 

And in t11e <arne manner put in execution the other 
resolves you have made. The longer y~ u defer: in 5uch 
cases, tble greater danger and haz:L d Y9u run: for the 
resolution being not at first put in practice, by degrees the 
strength of it deClines; the chsrms cf the obiect appear 
more tempting; the pleasure of it begins to creep into your 
heart; s.; that the temptation grows s~rol1ger, your ap­
petites re'_'d and your purposes stagger, and you are surprised 
to fi nel yourself in so little time l, pon the b~iIjk of ruin~ 
Now, whnce does all this proceed? ~ Why pu~ely from 
d.cferring to practice your good resolutions, f~om delaying 
immedilltely to resist the temptalion that attacks you.' 

III. Religious M ditation. It is found t,rue in expe:' 
rience, that they who apply thqnselves to' this method are 
most ualous and fervent in the diicharg_e of their duty, 
most faithful to God' in the day of trial and temptation, 
and most ready to emhrace all ()pl'or~';Iities of doing good: 
N( w whence doe3 this proceed?," The truth is, their 
minds being so frequently emplc'yed in meditating upon 
divine subj,'ct~, in considering the importance of everlasting 
S::llvation, the advantages of christian perfection, the folly 
of ~in, and the wisdom of being n ligious, these thoughts, 
which tl!ly h ,ve entertained them,elveswith, easily n:tum 
into their minds; and they find their hearts more warm­
ed with the same fervers they experienced during their 
exercise of devJtion. They then called to mind those 
great truths which fcrmerly have made S0 deep an impres­
sion in their Souls, which serve them as a bridle to restrain 
tl"!C:m from evil, <lnd as motives to animate them to every 
tlling that is good, and as a sovereign preservative against all 
the aWlckS cf 'th~ir spiritual enemies; which ought to 
make you sensible of the great advantage of rdigious med. 
it:ltion, in ,>rder to make you zealous in the service of God, 
and to keep your minds firmly bent to please him to - the 
utmost of yo'ur power. 

Farther; if you would keep a lively sense of God upon your 
minds, frequent the prayers of the church, ar.d r.::v~r~e-
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g'! ct t'he pe l·f;.)rn1<t-pce of them upon al~ 9.ccaslol's in your. 
f m::),; 2'CCl,J't0m yoursdf to divine Ljaculations, orbreath~ 
~ngs t. W"rdi> He~\Ven. All these instan~es of devotion 
are 8q m.:ny \elps ;0 beep the holy fbme bright in your' 
minc\$, whi~;, c,Jj(:rwioerr:ight cli:cal'J and by degrees gq 
out : for Y011 ruay ;. ssure youtsdf, that it i~ very diffi­
elllt arpidst that yarlety pf business al1d diver$ion which 
pappem d~ring the day, to preserve that fervour and zeal 
which pur morning meditations kindle in our souls. ' Some 
forbidden pleasure ,will be apt to steal intp)our hearts; . a 
nt of anger, or any other pa~sion, it is possible, may ruffle 
us.; am{ fhc variety of objo:cts may di'sipate and distract 
'our minds, and impirthc vigour of those resolutions we! 
m ,de in the morning. We must therefore fec d this f.lame 
and fortify it against tho~e storms of the world it ~s always 
exposed to ;' which qnnot be bettlr effected, ~han by 
embracing all opportunities of conversing with. God by 
praye~. ' ' 

It is with thi~ prospect we sho\lld enter into' the courts. 
!Of the Lord; ann OU;' prayers should partake of ~he nature, 
of fire, which 8.ho\.l1<1 warII1 and kindle devotion' in our 
minds, and ~ake US willing and g:ealous to serve God to 
the utmost of 011.1; power. And 'then when we go out of 
God's prcserlce, it w'l! be with lower thoughts' of all the 

. elljoym:n~s, of tbis life, and with a greateT reiish rf piety 
ana hol,iness and wi~h Plore eoger desires of being made 
such as h~ may love and approve of. ~Ve shall then find 
our cOilr:, p.;c and resolution increase and desire nothing 
more 'than \0 be made perfect in love. " 

., IV. IVIake frequent acts of mortification, of patience, 
of h,mility, or any othe~ virtue .. It is possibh: that you 
may not be a'\:Var~ how this dir~di-on can tend to the,pre­
serving that LrvouI of mind which is recommended: but 
let me advise you only to pl;actice i,t, and then experiel}ce 
will thoroughly convince you of the 'truth. of it. The 
great advan6.ge of it is, that by thus corres}:oncling to the 
grac~ of G01j you engage him to increase his favours to­
wards you. whereby you w ill become still more disposed 
to obey him in every thing. ll.::ides J these 2U', of virtu'e, 
frequently repe tC'd from time to tirqe, quicken and awa­
kenoui benumbed l11inds, and anirnatethem with fresh 
vigour and strength. The pains you take in' pr~ctisjl}g 
these virtues, and the victoty you, get over yourself upon 
;chCie oc(.asiolls, p::t you in mind of thClt. God,' whos~ 
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grace has enabled you '; and one victory gIves you new 
~ourage to und'ertake another, and thef(;!JY proceeds matter 
for fresh triumph. 

The huhful and constant practice of these means, and 
\'l steadfast purpose of pursuing your perfection, will no~ 
fail of Pleeting ~ith the desired success; for this ·fdvour 
pf mind, this constant disposltion uf soul to serve God to, 
the utmost of Olir power, consis: (j in constantly aiming all' 
being perfect as God is perfect, and desiring <\bove aH 
~hing:s to plea' e hi,m. ! 

}<'tfrther; Encleayot)r daily t) improve in all sorts of vir., 
tue. Men whpse minds are bent upon Heaven are alway~ 
advancing in tho-t' paths that lead to it. They are not can.,. 
tent anI y to their duty, but strive continually toperfcr~ 

,it after a more perfect manner. They catch at every op­
portunity , f doi:lg good to the bodies and souls of ~llen. 
They ar~ ahy'),s upon their gtl<11d, to keep their pas'sions 
under goverrJlU'~nt, and are ready to obey all the inspirations 
of God's holy spir;t, Tbeir met:,od must be thy imitation; 
for thy happin,:~" will depend llPon thy growillg in grace" 
upon thy improving in all christian virtues. 

Frequently cClll to mind the ccrtClinty of 2eath, and the, 
uncert;:inty of that time we h'lve to continue in the world., 
We oft n hear of some bod y or other that is taken off Ly 
~udden death; and that which befals one man teday, may 
befal thee tomorrow. qod, has, in great mercy to us, 
~ade the hour of 0\1r death u,ncertain, ~hat we might not 
~e tempted to abuse our time, but we might be always 
upon our guard, and ready prepar\!d wb\t-never he should 
~uml11orl us out of life. It is one of the great artifices of 
the devil, tJ conceal fromt;s this truth and to divert our 
thoughts from it, and'to insiI1U:1te, tha~ the~e is ~i~e enough 
pefore us to grow better, and ar;n~nd oux lives i, ~ great 
point king gain.,ed" when he prevails upon us to defe!; our 
~cpentcllce ; for though Qod has promised to pardon t.hose 
t,hat qincerely turn to h~m, yet he has not laid himsdf u,n. 
cler any obligati?l1 of lCl1b thening out our <,lay,s till, t<?,. 
morrow, 
, There is no m:::thod more C', rtain to know, whether we 
"ra1k up',ight 'before God, than to consider whether we are 
i,n sucl,i. a cO,ndition as to be ready to die whent;ver God 
~hi\lk~ fit: ;Inc! ~hc best w?y to clear this matter, is to re. 
jlect whether in our present circumstances, and in the COI1-

btan~c(.;~~',se o~ o4.r daily actions, death wc.uld not Sur!:l is~ 
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its approath~lt us quitit im'mediately, and do that now, 
"thich upon such anotcasion we should wish to have done. 
How eXJ.ctIy just would the tradesman be in buying and 
sellin?;, if he thought l it would be the last bargain he should 
make? Ho'", innotently and profitably would the geritle­
man converse, if he thought the present COmpaNY the "last 
he sho ld keep? How would the divine pray and preach~ 
and administer the holly sacremolL, if he wde then to 
take his leave for (ver of the (lesk, the pulpit, the altar? 
and how· would everyone of them err,brace an o'porhrni'ry 
of' doing good, if they were sute it would never b'e .ofFeied 
to them again? If once w·~ governed' a!t our actions by 
this fUre, death could never surpr10e 'us; but we n'light 
die with as great $ecu'rit'y to our eternal state, in ou.r shops 
and at our div~rsions, 38 i'n: th'e chuTch or at the ahat. 

ON) THE MEANS OF RELIGION. 

I, Their usefulness. There is no attaini'ng the end, 
without the practice of those means th<lt lead to i't. A 
man filay as well pretend to be learned without study, 
and rich without industry, as pious and virtuous without 
observing that method God has enjoined for becoming so. 
Besides, considering the weakness and impotency of OUT 

nature; we ate nOt of ourselves able to do any thing that is 
good; there is a law in our members warring against 
the law of our minds, and our sufficie!1cy is from Oexl. 
Now the means of religion are established, on purpose for 
the conveyance of that gface and assistance, which is ll'eCeS'4 
~ary to enable us to perform our duty; so that he who 
neglects the use o£,the means forfeits his share, of that su.; 
petJiatural strength, without which his neighbour will 
prove ineffec.tual: The &reat happiness a christi.all aims' at 
In the next bfe, IS the enjoyment of God, whIch,a' man 
~ust be q~alified for by;l. pious and virtuous dis-p'osition of. 
mind in this life; and in order to acquire thIS happy 
frame and temper of soul, he must frequently pray to God 
for his grace t9 effect it: he ,must take all occasions of ap­
proaching the altar, that he may be nourisbed with all 
goodness he must attentively read his word J that hem~y 



be thoroug"I;Y ir:stnicte(~ b ~.Il the particular!' of !,i~ dUfY, 
&c. Never codplain th,)t die discipline of (",ligion it br-
0",r,somF ; C ~.H the ;:,ollst.ad practice of the means lay~: ~ 
restraint upon OUr liberty; if it were much mor;. . £0, the 
necessity of them, in order to OUT happiness, sbould tnost' 
ildluence a Vt'ise man, than any difficulty that attends them, 
the great :idilantJge: we receive from them, should be ~tlf-
ficient to obEge iIS to }iractice them. . , 
. II. The abuse of them. Never, necehre yourself, as 
many ignprant christiats are apt to do. who ra:s'dy pe(-" 
suade themselves that their salvation is secure, thor'gh their, 
lives are stained with many scandalous vices, btcnise they_ 
constantly practice those means that are el1joit1ed fc,r the 
working (ut their salvation. They go to church, they 
pray, they heat sermons, and recrive the holy Sahemeut. 
~tich anabuse will as certainly d.:stroy thee; as it has al­
ready ruined many a thousand . Remember always that 
the goodntss of the means must be estimated by their ser­
viceableness to the end; iller are never enjoined: for tneir 
own sake, but in order to conduct us to the end propose'd ; 
so that he who rests in them, anH allows himself at the 
saine time, in any known iniquity, er,deavours to impose 
tlPonGoo, and betrays his own soul: 

. He that pretends to the perfection bf true piety with­
out the l'se of means, is presumptuous; and he that pl'aces 
all religion in su'ch performances, is weak and foolish. 
We mUst use the means bee uoe God has enjoined them, 
and our own weakness has made them necessary; and 
at the same time we must carefully avoid every thi'1g that 
is evil. And if we are so unfortunate, as upon any occa­
sions to transgress our duty, we mu~t !lot despair of the 
goodness of God, who, for the sake of our Saviours suffer­
ings, is ready to. receive. us uiJon our sincere repentence, and 
to en;;ble us by his grace't? resist the temptations for the 
time to come, 

Ill- The attention with which they ought to be per, 
formed. Vile must not only.use the means preRcribed but 
in such a way and manner, that they may become most ef­
fectual. They must have very odd notions of the Deity, 
who think to please him by drawing nigh to him with ih-eir 
lips, when their hearts are far from him. To multiply 
praye!<s and sacrements without attention, without minding. 
what we are about, is mere lip labour, and looks as if we 
thought God were to be reconciled to liS by the numb~r of 
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ou'rpra'Yef5,incire'than by the dispositions 'of those that of~ 
fe'i' :them. Besides, such sorts C8f devotion have as little ef­
,fect upon ourselves, a~ they have upon God; it not be­
ing likely that we shouM take much painstob!-!come what 
we ask to be made, whe'i1 we never attend to what we ask. 
ExceTcise therefore the means of 'grace with gt'cat serious­
ness, as in the presence 'of the great Gad , of heaven and 
earth ; and that he may be willing to 'grant thyp-etitio!ls, 
attend to them thyself; let 'them be offered with thy 
heart, as well as thy ,mouth ; and then, as God will be 
ready to bestow what thou desirest. so 'thou thyself witt be 
zealous in all 'thy actioifsto6btain ito 

ON READING THE HOLY ~:;CRIPTURESo 

, that the 'reading the holy scripttl'res may tarn to your 
'benefit arid advantage: 

Read with a sincere dtsire of practising what you klloW 
'to be the will of God~ 1he holy scriptures \vere not writ 
only to fill ani- llez.ds, but to ~varrii. 'O'o.r he:::its; not only 
'to give us a 'fight notion of God and ourselves, but to be 
a rule and guide for the conduct of our lives. "He that 
knows his Master's wil.!, and 'does it, not, ~haH bc: beaten 
'With many stripes." This hone'st simplicity of heart, is the 
tood ground, where the divine instructions thrive and 
prosper; ,and ·Christ has assured us himself, that "he that 
doeth God'swiU, shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God." This sanctification of our wills and affections 
nt5 and prepares us for greater"degrees of divine illumina­
tion '; "a good understanding have an they that do hi'S com­
mandincMS." This temper of mind ans.vers the ends for 
which the holy scriptures were designed; for though it is 
necessary to know the ;.'\ray and manncrof appeasing the 
wrath of God, upon which account, the gospel is called the 
"word of r-econciliation ;') yet exctpt we conform ourselves 
to the method prescribed, we shall never partake of the vir~ 
tueof the all-sufficient sacrifice. We must sincerely pur­
pose to perform the conditions, if ever we exp~ct to r-:ap 
the fruits and benefits of I:he gospel. God's thr;atenings 
should deter us from.sin and his promises stir u, up to ho­
lyobedience. The. ]iye.s recorded in scripture of God's 
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faithful servants should excite us to imitate their virtues; 
and all his precepts should direct our lives. It is bttterriot 
to have known the way of righteousness, than when we 
have known it to, neglect and despise it. . 

Beg the arsistance of God's holy spirit • . It is. to that 
blessed spirit that we owe the scriptures themselves; for 
holy men of God spake as they were inspired; and it must 
be from the influence of the same spirit that they become. 
effectual to our salvation. It is his property to work upoit 
our hearts, whereby we perceive and know th~se things 
,ivhich we. ought to do; and have power and strength faith-. 
fully to fulfil the same. This was David's practice; "Open, 
my eyes, 0 Lord, that Imay see the wondrous things of 
thy law." And if we ever design to read with profit we 
must copy after so great an example; and upon this occa­
sion we may very properly make use of that admirable collect 
of the church; Blessed Lord who hast caused all holy scrip­
tures to be written for our learning, grant ~hat I may in 
such wise read them, mark, learn and inwardly digest them I 
that by patience and comfort of thy holy word I may em­
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting li£<';1 
which thou hastgivenme inmy saviour JesusChri~t." Amen, .. 

Read the scriptures with particular attention. Men 
miserably impose upon themselves when they think they 
have discharged their· duty by reading so many chapters; 
when, alas! the main marter consists in such a c9mprehen .. 
sion of the sense of them as may influence our lives and 
dispose us to practice what is contained in them. We cari 
never receive any profit from any human writings,except 
'We keep our understandings close to the sense of them j 
but to read the scriptures carelessly and negligently is dan. 
gerous and sinfa!' To fix our attention, we must consider 
who 'it is that speaks to us, the great Majesty of h'1-aven and 
earth; and the importance of those things that are revealed, 
which concern no ·less than our eternal happiness. or misery. 
Were such thoughts thoroughly impressed upon our minds 
it is impossible we should suffer them to wander upon oth .. 
er objects. Such authority requires our particular regard; 
and matters of such.great moment justly challenge the ut­
m£lst intention of our souls. If any earthly prince conde­
scends to discourse with us we affront his dignity by not lis­
tening to what he delivers; but how much'greater an af.,. 
front is it to God, to whom the greatest tliillgS bear so lit-
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tIe proportion, to receive the words of his instruction after 

.. a careless and negligent manner? "Pardon, 0 Lord, that 

. little regard that I have hitherto paid to the manifestation of 

. thy will; for the time to comt I will attend with the great-
est seriousness to what thou deliverest. Spea~) Lord, for 
thy servant heareth." 

Apply what y~l{ read 10 your sOlll. The frequent calls to 
repentance so often addressed by St. J phn Baptist, by our 
Saviour himself and his apostles, to the generation to which 
they preached, were intended to awaken us to sorrow and 
shame for those sin~. we have committed, and to stir us up -
to hate and forsake them: for e~cept we repent, we shall cer~ 
tainly perish. It will little avail us to know that black cata­
logue of sins, .which St. Paul assures the Corinthians would 
exclude them from the kingdom of God, e~cept we secure 
our§elves by care and diligence to avoid them; for any of 
those crimes indulged wjIl as certainly shut heaven's gate 
f\gainst us as ~t d\d against them to whom that epistle is dedi­
cated. The promises and threatenings of the gospel equally 
concern us as they did them to whom they were delivered; 
and therefore it is reasonable they should affec~ our hopes 
and fears as they did theirs. To read scriptur~ without 
this application of it to the state of our own minds, is to 
make it very insignificant to the great purposes for whic4 
~~ was writ. . 

ON THE DANGER OF NEGLECTING TO RECEIVE 
THE HOLY C;ONU\lUNIONo 

WE must consider it not an indifferent thing whether or 
lila we approach the Lord's table ~ and by abstaining, we in 
vain think to secure ourselves. It is true when we do not 
receive, we cannot draw upon ourselves t.he pun~shment of 
unworthy receiving; but then we run into another extreme, 
which will be equally pernicious to lISo To neglect and re­
fuse the ad\'ant~ges that ~re provided for us .at God's table. 
and to which we are so earnestly .invited loudly, proclaims 
our contempt of them: we declare our resolution to. con-. 
~illue in our sins if we refuse an opportunity of procuring 
our pardon:. we are not m.uch COLceqled to do our dut}\ 
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when we. 3.'V.oid those, oc~sions of improving oUfstrengbh, 
and receiving that grace, without which it is impossible to. 
perform it. And can we, continu,e in thisJleglect without 
ojfendin~ Cod, whQ has ~lade it ou~ duty? C'atl we despise 
hIs grace without increasing our guilt and provoking his 
wrath ;lnd indignation against us ? We expose our eternal 
salvation by leaving undone the th~ngs which he has com", 
manded, as well as by doing those things he has forbidden. 
~q,ord I will come to thy table, that I may declare how nluch 
~ value those good thi.ngs that thou hast there provided for 
me; and tha,t I may avoid tha~ guilt which absence will eer., 
,~ainly yxpose tne ~o." 

A~ EXHORTATION TO FAMILY PRAYER. 

By the Right Rev. F"thfr in God, EDMUND GIBSON, D, D. Lord Bishop of 
+ondon. 

PRA YE,R is the service which is due to almighty God, the 
creator and preserver of all things, from mankind, his erea .. 
tures, who depend upon him for the comforts and neces­
saries of body and soul. This service is not only most rea"( 
sonab)e in itself, as it is an humble acknowledgment of God's 
dominion and sovereignty over us; but is in many places of 
scripture expressly enjoined by Christ q,nd his apostles, as a 
n\!cessary condition, a sure means of having our wants sup­
plied. Our SClviOl,lI (Matt. vii. 7.) makes our asking the on­
ly means of our receiving; "Ask, and it shall be given you ~ 
seek and ye shaH find." And St. James expressly saith, 
(James iv. 2 ) that "we have not. because we ask not ;" and 
St. Palll's precept is, (Phil. iv. 6.) that "in every thing by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, we must let our 
requ,ests be made known \1nto God.'> 

Now the reason why eod requires us to pray to him for· 
his blessing and assistance, ~s not, that he wants to be in. 
formed what our neces~itie1; are.· He undcTctands them 
much better than we do ourselves: ~~ our Saviour says, 
(Matt. vi. 8.) HGod knoweth what things we h,Jve need of 
before we ask him." But the des~gn of making prayer a 
,religious ordinance; ~nd 6f oql~girig christians to ask, that 
they may receive, is to preserve upon their minds a COll&tant 
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. sense of their depen4ance. UBon God. and of their manifold. 
obligations to him; that so these daily acknowledgments 
of ·the divine power and goodness may keep up iri men'a 

-due Jear and love oLtheir Cr~ator ; .and an habitl!;:tl reVe­
rence and obedience to him and his .laws. 

Helice appear the reasonableness and necessity of fervent 
prayer. God has no where promised to supply the da,ily 
wants of our souls an51·bodies, but 1;lpon our earneS.t prayer 
to him. The c:m:s and pleasures of this ~orld also are very 
apt to make us forget .the things of the riext life, unless an 
·heavenly temper and a sense of God's lx;ing and goodnes.s, 
be preserved upon our souls by the el'ercise of frequent 
llrayer, which is a conversing with God; and the nearest 
communion we can have .with him as long as wec.ontinue 
in this)Vorld. . 

The apostle commands us (I Thess. V.l 7.) to pray wi~~ 
out ceasing; and (Col. iv. 2.) to continue in prayer, and 
watch. in the same; and (Col. iv. 12 he speaks of labouring 
Jervently in prayer: from all which we learn, that this ser~ 
'vice must be performed by christians fervently and earnest­
ly. We read in scripture (Acts iii. 1.) of the hou~s .of 
.prayer; and we find particularly, Ps. Iv; 17. Dan. vi. 19-) 
that it was the practice of David and Daniel, two eminent-

. Iy good and holy men, to pray to God three times.in a day. 
A.s to .the public service of the church. and the times pf 

attending that, every christian is bound in duty to attend to 
it; and to join with his fellow christians in praying for the,ir 
commonnt:cess'lries as oft as health and busin.ess will per .. 
. mit him; and mClte especially on the Lord's day, which is 
set a part fpr thatpurpo~e. 

But as to that which I am now speaking of,namely. pri­
'/,late prayer, whether of single persons or families : although 
there is no express and po.sitive precept how many times 
a day it shall be performed, yet I think no person or fami • 

. Iy can ·be accounted religious who does not perform their 
duty of praying to God at least in the morning and evening. 
A true spirit of piety and devotion will move private chris­
,tians, who have time and leisure, to retire to prayer at other 
hours also ; especially when they find extraordinary occa. 
sions for the comfort and assistance of God. But I insist 
llpon prayer in the morning and evening, as ~hat which is 
not only reasonable in itself, but may also be made ,to sJ.lit 
the condition and business of mest persons and faf1lilies, if 
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they be but religio-qsly disposed; and have hearts willing 
:>Ind desirous to pray to God. 

In the morning, when they arise from rest, and before they 
enter upon their daily business, what" can become chris­
tians more than to fall down before God, to thank and praise 
him for the preservation of the past night; and to beg hi~ 
blessing upon the business of the following day, and his 
protection to body and soul, amidst the dangers and tempt­
ations of a wicked world? Again, in the evening, after they 
return from their worldly business' and conversation; an4 
before they go to rest, can any thing be more proper for de­
yout .. i1d serious christians than humbly to acknowledge the 
g00dness of God; and to make confession of their own, 
sins and unworthiness: and then, upon their sincere re~ 
pe!l~ance and humble trust in his mercy, to implort the con. 
tinuance of his favo1.'r and protection, es~ecially the follow .. 
i\lg night? 

They who can live in the daily neglect of so reasonable 
a service; and can lie down and rise again without thinking 
of God: and go about the bm,iness of their lives without 
imploring his direction and blessing; such persons can 
have very little religion, but may rather be said to live with­
out God in the world., By the omission of this part of 
their c1\1ty it cemes to pass, that they seldom have it in their 
minds either that there is sucha being as God, or that they 
Eve under his providence, or that he has given them laws 
to waikby. and will require an account in another world 
how they have observed them. And as no person who has 
not thos(~ and like thoughts frequently upon his mind can 
be said to think or live like a christian; so such thoughts 
':-211 be very little upon the mind of any person who lives in 
m habitual neglect of this duty of morning and evening 
preyer. For if men think not of these things at the most 
se3somble tim· s, before they begin theiI business, and after 
tl'7 haw; ended it, it is not likely they will fall into such 
tLoughts in the midst of their business or pleasures. . 
. J~!s to be f~aTc:d, that there are too many persons and 
ilnvhes who are sunk in this unthinking state, and this ha­
bitual forgetfulness of Almighty God. '-'This is a condition 
GO dangerous, that we who have the care of souls are bound 
to admoni,:h them of their danger, and to exhort them ear­
~e~t[y t,o the prop,er and effectual remedy: which is this 
rjfllly a(jdres~mg tl1emselves to qod; and as it were, con~ 
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o/etsing with him in prayer. The time it will take up is 
very small, but the benefit which it will bring is exceeding 
great; no less than the entitling ourselves to the constant 
assistance and protection of God and the keeping us in a 
dailY preparation for heaven. And surely no person who 
taIls himself a christian, and doth jn any degree desire,to li",'e 
as becomes the gospel of Christ, can be unwiIIii1g to cnter: 
upon a practice which will be the means of gaining such 
valuable benefits to body and soul; especially when that 
which will procure these benefits is a work so easy and rea­
sonable as the lifting pp our hearts to God for a short space~ 
before and after the business of this world. 

They have seen, by what has been hitherto said of family 
devotion, that this is a very reasona~le and easy duty; and 
that the daily neglect of it is the ready way to lose all sense 
of God and religion. The fonsiderations which I shall ~dd 
as a further inducement to the daily performanfe of it will 
show them that it is not smly a sure preservative against that 
forgetfulness of almighty God, but also an excellent help 
towards their growth and improvement in grace and good­
ness. 

To make them truly sensible of this let them consider 
the following heads. 

I. The great weaknnes and infirmity of body and soul, 
and the manifold dangers v'vith which both are encompassed; 
that the body is perpetually liable to disease within, and acci.,. 
dents without; and the soul always beset with the tempta.;. 
tions of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Now, our only 
security against these dangers is, God's protection to defend 
the body, and his assisting grace to preserve the soul. And, 
as there is no other way to obtain his protection and assis­
tance against these dangers but our prayers; so the dan .. 
gers being daily, our prayers must be daily too. 

The only sUre way to keep up daily devotion, is for every 
family to fix and appoint for that end the two most convelll­
ent parts of the day, morning and evening. Except the 
times of doing it be fixed and cerrain, the duty will be ei­
ther wholly neglected and forgotten, or at best, there will 
be many pretences to omit it. Whereas, when the times 
of prayer are settled in a family, they are reckoned before­
hand, and ill other business is laid and contrived according­
ly ; so that, by a little practice, morning and evening pray .. 
~r is accounted a necessary part of the business of the day; 
~ .. . 
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and no more to be omitted or forgotten than the provIsion 
for food, or raiment, and other conveniences of life. The 
members of any family who have been thus accustomed to 
'daily prayer, as the only sure means of obtaining God's dai. 
ly blessing, will be afraid to lay down at night, or go abroad 
in the morning, without first having made themselves sure 
()f his protection and assistance, by joining with their bre. 
thren in prayer; 01' where t~at cannot be conveniently done. 
by their own private devotions, or by both, where there is 
leisure and opportunity for both. 

II. It is a further encouragement to begin and carry 011 
this pious practice in families, that OUf Savionr Christ has in. 
an especial manner promised his pres.em;e with them. FOr, 
considering the circumstances of that promise (in the eigh­
teenth of 8t Matt. verses 19, 20,) it may be more strictly 
applied to family prayers; "I say unto you, that if two of 
you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them." Without 
doubt,; Christ is ready to assist and answer the devout pray­
ers of good men, in what place, or in what time soever they 
are made. But the. joint prayers of a family lUust be yet 
more acceptable awl more powerful, as they are sent up 
with an unity of hearts and souls; which unity is eminent­
ly becoming among christians, and especially among brethren 
ahd relations, and is, withal, pleasing in the sight of God. 

III. The practice of daily prayer settles in families th~ 
form and spirit of religion; so that no member thereof 
can wholly forget God and an?ther world, ,vhile they are 
every day reminded 6f both. By this practice children are 
trained from their infancy to an use and habit of devotion; 
and servants are sure of due time and opportunity to serve 
GOQ every day. For fathers dlnd mothers, masters md mis­
tresses, are enjoined by God to take care of the souls as weU 
as the bodies of their children and servants; and as it i~ 
their duty, so may it be their gre<\~ comfort to afford them 
this daily means of becoming and continuing the servants 
.:and children of God, Hereby they plant in their hearts 
a true sense of piety and devotion; and this prepares and 
disposes them, when they come to be parents and govern-

. ers, to train up their childretl and servants to the same meth­
od of daily devotion. And so they who settle and keep up 
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in their famities this practice of morrtlrtg and evening pray,. 
er, take the true and effectual way both to preserve in their' 
own houses 4 spirit of piety and religion, and also to con. 
'Vey that religious spirit to future generations. ' .' 

IV paily praya in any family is a great check and re~ 
straint upon any member of it who may be inciin.:d to sin 
and vice. It makes him remember, whether he will or no, 
that there is a God. and another world; and that they who 
would be happy hereafter must heartily use their own en", 
deavors and beg the assigtance of almighty God that they 
may live soberly and righteously hereo This is the great 
end and design of all our prayers. And though persons 
who are viciously inclined may not inwardly join with their 
brethren in prayer, yet if they be but present, they must of. 
ten consider that what the rest are doing is in order to a life 
~fter this; that they as well as their brethren have souls to 
take care of; and therefore, that it cannot bi: safe for them 
to live in sins from which they hear their fellow christiaui 
daily beseeching God to deliver them. Occasional admoni. 
tions or exhortations to this purpose may be easily forgotten 
Of neglected by wicked men; but when the thoughts of an­
other world are thus daily renewed upon their minds it 
must be a daily check to their wicked courses. And I 
doubt not but very many persons of evil and ,debauched in~ 
I;linations, have not only been much informed, but have be. 
~ome virtuous and religious, by falling providentially into 
such regular families as have kept up this most edifying and .. 
pious exercise of daily prayer. I 

V As the practice of daily prayer in families is the best 
way to restrain and reform the bad members of it, so it is an 
excellent means to make such of them as are well disposed, 
persevere in their good dispositions, and grow daily in grace 
and in purity of heart and affections; and to fit them more 
and more for the spiritual exercise of the next life. The 
heart of man is by nature carnal and earthly, set upon the 
business of this world and not easily brought to take delight 
in the things of the next. The work, therefore, which God 

, hath appointed christians in this world is to purify their 
hearts, and to bring them to a love of heavenly things. For 
the effecting of this, he hath enjoined the exercise of sevem 
ral means, as reading, meditation, and the like; but of those 
means, none is more effectual for that end than this of daily 
prayer. It is the only way we have of pr~vailil1i with God. 

1\1 
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~o send his holy spiril: into oUl'hearts. The daily pradit€ 
of lifting up our hearts to God in prayer, ad'ds wings to th€ 
30\)1 and makes it move towards herven every day more nat .. 
ll!~!Jy and easily; and b;-ings it to a nearer acquaintance 
with God and a better tas'! e an& reli,h of that· spiritual life 
which everyone that desires heaven tnust desire and obtain; 
Daily- prayer, as it contains in it a 501e111n confession of sins, 
gives good christians an oppnrtunity, or rather puts them 
under the necessity of eltamining their lives day by day, 
and of repenting immediately of the sins they commit By 
this daily confession and repclltaJlce, they are kept in a rlght 
knowledge of their spiritual estate, and have their account5 
in readiness whenever God shall please to call for them. 
Thus, all families who have settled 3.j'ct kept tIp this daily 
correspondence with God in prayer, do truly walk with 
God, and <lre constantly advancing towards heaven in the 
way that he hath appointed; arid are making themselve~ 
every day nlore fit for his immediate presence there. 

VI. When daily prayer is practised in any family, the 
members of it are accustomed to devotion; and by their 
appearing so frequently before God in a small congregation; 
they can much Inore readily frame their hearts to due at. 
tention and z: aI, when they come to appear before him in 
a larger. They will thus be qllalified for the public service 
of the church; • where christians meet, with mutual unity 
of hearts, and send up their joirH prayers to God for their 
common necessities. The same spirit of devotion makes us 
both fit for public and private prayer. Unless that spirit be 
kept up by daily exercioe, it \vill, of Course decay aBd lan­
guish.When christians come to church after the disuse of 
de,'otion for some days together, they are in a manner stran­
gers to the work about which they are to be employed; and 
their hearts ?aving bee.n en?aged only about earthly things, 
are not readdy and easIly rarsed up-to heaven. 1his is the 
true cause of that coldness, indifference, and w-andering of 
thou~hts and .eyes~ that is so common in the public wor~hip 
~f God. It 1S ~enerally .true, that they who use no clevo­
tleJ•l1 at home brmg very little to church. The practice of 
d:llly prayer at home trains up chri3tians to a spirit and habit 
of devotion, and keeps their minds bent to\vards God and 
heavenly things. These objects, by frequent exercise, be­
ing made familiar to their thou9"hts, their hearts and affec­
tions are easily framed and composed to that attention, de-
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votion,and zeal, which becoines the house of God. They 
are also armed against the temptations to w;"ndering, and. 
those disturbances to devotion, which frequently happen in 
great and public congregati(,ns .. 

The preceding exhortation may be thus briefly summed. 
up. Prayer to almighty God is an ordinance which he 
has appointed, as the condition of having our wants sup­
plied, and as one special means of keeping up in our hearts 
a constant sense of his mejesty :'ll1cl goodness, and thereby 
a due fear and love, and reverence of his name. Our ,wants 
are daily. and the temptations which draw our hearts from 
God to the things of this world are also daily; and upon 
both these ae:<Junts our prayers ought also to be daily. Dai­
ly prayer has been the practice of good and religious men of 
aU ages. They s'Carce deserve the name of christians, who 
can lie down to rest without praying for the protection of 
God, and rise again without thanking him f')r that protec­
tion, and begging his bkssing upon themselves and their 
undertakings the fiJliowing day. The only way to have 
the~e duties surely and effectually performed by christians, 
is to settle the 'practice of morning and evening pr:ly"~r in 
their flmilies; the members of which, at least the greater 
part of them, are supposed ordinarily to be together at these 
two s.easons. When the times of prayer art: thus settled, 
it will be accounted part of the business of the day. As 
the negleGt of family prayer occasions an habitual ~orgetful­
ness of God and the things of another life; so the daily 
practice of it kee~ up in families a face and spirit of reli­
gion;. and is the best means that fathers and methers, mas­
ters and mistresses, can use, to preserve in themselveB, their 
chilcl;-en and servants, such a religious and heavenly frame 
of soul as becomes a society of christians. It brings dowH 
upon families .he blessing of God, ar:id supplies of grace to 
"ssist aud direct tho5e members who heartily join with their 
brethren in daily prayer for it. If there be: any members of 
a family wicked, or- ill-disposed, this practice is the way to 
reclaim them and make them good, by bringing to their 
minds every day the thoughts of God and another world, 
qnd keeping their consciences awake. As to those of a 
family who are good and desirous to grow every day better. 
the practice of daily prayer makes them fixed and steadfast 
in their religioU3 dispositions. It keeps their souls bent to­
\vard~ hoven and heavenly things; it rilises them Plore and 
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more to such :t spirit of devotion, as both prepares. thel'n2: 

while they live, to be fervent and zealous amongst the faith. 
ful in the public service of God's church. and when they­
come to die, fits them for spiritual joys and exerci&es am{)ng 
the bles~ed in heaven. 

lxtracts fran! Bishop Wilson's Parochialia; or Instruc­
tions to the Clergy. 

CONCERNING FAMILY PRAYER. 

The very learned and pious Bifhop Pearson took oeea­
lion very often and publiekly to bless God, that he was born 
and bred in a family in which God was worshipped daily. 
And certainly, it is a duty which entails very many bless­
ings on posterity; for which reason, a pastor should Ja .. 
bO,lr with all his might to introduce it into every family un­
der his chalge; at least, he should give neither bim$elf nor 
his people any rest, till he has done all that lies in his pow­
er to effect so good a work, which if he does not do, this 
very intimation will one day rise up in judgment against 
him. 

And in truth, this duty is so reasonable and advantageous, 
that a man~ who will but set about it in good earm"st, will 
find people less backward than at first he would imagine. 

To acknowledge God to be the giver of all good gifts ;­
to' put a Ulan's self, his wife, his childrc:n, his servants, and 
all that belongs to him under God's protection i-to ask 
from him, as from a father, whatever we want, and to thank 
him for the favours we have received; these are duties 
which the reason of mankind closes with as soon as they 
are fairly proposed. 

And then the advantages of family worship will be evi~ 
dent to the meanest capacities. . 
. F~rst: To begin and end the day with God, will be the 

llkehest way to make servants faithful children dutiful 
wives obedie~t, an~ husbands sober, l;ving, and careful; 
everyone actmg as In the sight of God. 

Secon.dly: This .will be a mighty check upon everyone of 
the famIly, and vnIl be a means of preventing much wick-
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tdness ~-nt least, people will sin with remorse, (which is 
much better than witl;1 a seared conscience) when everyone 
knows he must go upon his knees before he sleeps. 

Thirdly: This is the way to entail piety upon the gene· 
rations to come. When children and servants, coming to 
have families of their own, cannot be easy till they fall into 
the same pious method which they have pe.en long used to. 
U Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it ;" nor perhaps his children 
~fterhim for many genera, ions. 

But if there are persons upon whom these motives make 
no impressions~ let them know the e,vii consequences of 
neglecting this duty: 

"That the curse of the Lord is in the house of the wick· 
cd."'" 

Pour out thine ipdignation, saith the prophet,t (that is, 
God will do so) upon the families that caHnot upon his 
name. 

I Add to this, that ignorance, profaneness, and a curse, 
must of necessity be in that family where God is lIot own­
ed; whae. as one observes, not a creature but is takett 
care of, not a swine but shatl be served twice: a day, and 
God only is forgotten, I say he must be worse than a hea­
then whom these considratiorlS do not influence, 

r know of no reason that C.in be offered, why every fami­
ly in this diocese might not be brought to observe this du­
ty, except this one: that very many cannot read, and are 
too old to learn the prayers Frovided for them; (though it 
would be wen if all that can read did conscientiously dis­
charge this duty I) Now where this is indeed the qse, r 
make no question, but that with half an hour's patience and 
pains, a pastor might bring the most ignorant person to 0lJ.. 
serve this following method of orderly devotion. 

Plrst: Let him speak to his family and say; Let us con .. 
fess our sins to God, saying: 

" Rernember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of 
OUr forefathers; neither take thou vengeance of our sins: 
spare us, good Lord, spare thy people whom thou hast re­
deemed with thy most precjous blood, and be not angry 
with us for ever." 

Then let him say to the family; "Let us praise God for 
all his mercies, saying: 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 1::0 the Holy 
(jhQst; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shaH be~ 
world without end Amen." 

Then let him say to the family; "Let us p.ray fm; God'& 
~lessing and protection, saying: . 

Our father; who art in heaven,' &-::. 
And then let him conclude the whole, saying :. 
"The g;ace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the lov eof Goel>, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost. be with us all ever-, 
l;Ilore. Amen.'" 

There is not one person b~~t can ~ay these prayers already. 
and only wants to be put into a method of sayi.ng them 
af~er this orderly mal)ne:r;; and 1 am sure the comfort and 
blessing of bringing all our people that cannot read to this). 
would be unspeakably great both to them. and to ourselves: 
~nd for the love of God, let it be attel)1I'~e;(1 in good earnes,t. 

_*J.-I ADMONITION PROPER FOR PARENTS. 

lVIosJ;' parents are concerned for their children's present 
welfare, and too often renounce a good conscience rather· 
than not provide for them, while few are careful to give 
them such instructions and examples as, by the grace of: 
God, may secure them an eternal inheritance. 

They should tht'l'efore he often pu.t in mind of thcir duty. 
in this' particular, that they may 11pt have the torment of 
~eeing their children forever ruined by their negligence . 
. It is a strange stupidity, and they should be told of it, for 

parellts to be much concg.rned to ha'le'their children dedi. 
cated to God in baptism, and yet utterly unconcerned hoW' 
they behave themselves afterwards. 

The least that parents can do is. to inst.rllct, or get their­
children instructed, in the principles of the christian reli­
gion; to pray for them daily, and to se'~ that they pray dai. 
ly for themselves; to POSfC:SS tbeir minds with a love of 
g~odnes5, avd with an abhorrence of every thing that is 
'NIcked; and to take care that their natural corruption be. 
!lot increJsed by evil examples. 
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It 'is a sad thing to see children under the ~'ery e)'e of their 
parents, and too often by their examples, getting habits of 
vanity, of idleness, of pride, of intemperance, of lying and 
pilfering, of tale-bearing, and often of uncleanness, and of 
many other sins which might be prevented by a christian 
education. 

Parents therefore should be made sensible of their gteat 
guilt, in suffering their children to take evil ways. They 
should be often told, that human nature being extremely 
corrupt, we need not be taught and be at pains to go tG 
hell; we shall go thither of course, if we do not make re­
sistance, and are not restrained by the grace of God, and 
our own care and endeavour. 

They should know (however loth they are to hear it) 
that they are their children's worst ~nemies, when they will 
see no faults in them-connive at what ought to be correct. 
ed,-and are even pleased with what ought to be reproyed. 

"He that spareth his rod, (saith Solomon,) hateth his 
son; (that is, acts as if he really did so;) but he that love 
eth his son, chasteneth him betimes ;""" that is, before he is 
corrupted by evil habits. " For a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame/'t 

In short, a parent, who has any conscience of his duty, 
will not suffer the least sin to go lInreproved or without 
due correction; but then he will take the apostle's advice, 
tnot to provoke their children to wrath, by> causeless or too 
great severity; lest they be discouraged, and thereby their 
children's love, both for religion and for themselves, be less­
ened. 
, When children are grown up to years of discretion, pa~ 

tents should be admonished to fit them for confirmation ;-
3 privilege which both parents and chil'clreFl would very 
highly value, if they were made to understand the worth of 
it, which of all things a pastor should take care to explain 
to them. 

In the next plate, it would be great charity for a clergy_ 
man to intc:rpose his good offices, (at least to offer his advice) 
when patent~ an~. about to dispose of their children in mar­
riage, upon mere worldly considentions, and very often 
for little conveniencies of their own, without any regard to 
their children's future ease and welfare, 

·PrQv. xiii. 24. tProv. xxix, 15. feat. ifi. ~L 
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It is ~e1cl.om th~t either parents or children l'ray .tor God's 

direction and );,Iessing upon an undertaking which is to 
last as long as life; but run on headlong, as h\:mour, or 
passion, or worldly interest, lead them, which is the tru~ 
occasion of so many indiscreet choices and unfortunate mar .. 
riages, which a pastor should prevent as much as may be, 
by admonishing christians of their duty in this particular, 
both publickly and in private conversation. 

And when parents are providing for their children, let 
this consideration be always present with them both, for their 
crwn and their children's sake ;-" Better is a little with 
righteousness, (that is, honestly gotten) than great revenues 
without right."'" 

Vlhen a cur,e goes along with a portion, . it is often the 
ruin of the whole family. These were the remarkable 
~ords of the pious Judge Hales to his children :_H I leave 
you but little, hut it will wear like ir<;:m." 

Lastly t a pastor's advice would be very seasonable, and 
should be often repe:tted to,such parents as are squandering 
away the inheritance which was left them by their forefa­
thers, and Lft them ill trust only, for those that should come 
after them; deprivilig their children of their right, expoS4 
ing them to hardships, to temptations, and to CUrse their 
memory. Considerations which should make their hearts 
to ache, and force them to put an end to that idlenes~ and 
intemperance, which are the occa"ion of so much sin and 
mischief. 

INSTRUCTIONS PROPER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, 

IT is the great misfortune of youth, that wanting expe. 
rience, judgment, and very often friends capable of giving 
them good advice, and following the bent of their passions, 
they love and seek such comp,myand pleasures as serve to 
strengthen I their natural corruption, which if not prevented 
by charitable adv,ice, will be their ruin. 

And certainly a pastor has much to answ("r for, who. does 
nat lay hold of every occasion of shew inn-· yo.ung people 
their danger and their duty. 0 

~l'r()v. l(')i. 8. 
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The first thing a youth should be made sensible of is th!~;­
That he h,l.S in himself the seed:> of all manner of sin and 

wickedness, which will certainly spring up and be his ruinp 

ifhe does not watch against it, and pray daily for God's 
grace to preserve him from it; 

That the wicked cst man he knows was once as capable 
of salvatiun as he thinks himself to be; but by provoking 
God to leave him to himself, sin and hell have got the do~ 
minioo over him: 

And that therefore it is the greatest jud~ment that can 
fall upon any man, to be left to himself. 

1'0 C0!11e to particu12.Ys ;-
Firs!: Young people art apt to be headstrong, and fond 

of th,:ir own ways, and should thdefore be told what God 
dec;~.res by Solomon: "'" Poverty and shame shall be to him 
t1at refLl'eth in~truction; but he that rcgardeth reproof 
shall be honored.-That there is a way that seemeth right 
to a man, but the ena thereof are t1).e ways of death." 

SccQIJdly: They love idleness ll:.lturally, and therefore 
should be put in mind,-That slothfulness casteth into a 
deep sleep; that is, makes men as careless of what will be~ 
come of them as if they were fast asleep; and that drowsi­
ness will cover a mar. with rags. Above all, they should be 
put in mind of our Lord's sentence, .. Cast ye the unprof~ 
itable servant into outer d;1rkness." 

Thirdly: T'his being the age of sensuality, libel'tainism, 
and vanity, it must be a great grace, and very frequent in· 
structions, that must secure young people from ruin. 

They should therefore b~ often told, that fool. (and on,c 
ly fools) make a mock of sin; it being too dreadful a thing 
to be laughed at : That whoredom and wine take away the 
heart; that is, make a man a brute: That lying lips are an 
abomination to the Lord, and that swear:ng and cursing are 
sins easily learned, but hard to be left off, and will be pun= 
i,hed most severely: That evil communications will cor~ 
rul)t good manners: That therefore young people should 
not at their peril, run into unknown company and tempta~ 
tions, depending upon their own strength and good resolu~ 
tions. They should be told, that nobody is very wicked at 
once; that there ::tre few but had some time good notions~ 
good purposes; and good hopes; and those that are prof!i:~ 

··Prov, xiii. 18. xiv. 1:2, 
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gateiy wicked Oec3n:e soafter thi~ manner: They took <'1le~ 
light in loose and wIcked company; then they neglected to 
pray for grace; then they cast off the fear of God; then 
1'1Oliness; aftt r that modesty; then cne of repu Luion ;­
dlnd so contracting evil habits, they btcome at last abandon­
doned of God. and kft to thcI1udves. 

Fourthly: A good pas to! "7ill not furget to exhort young 
people to flee yout;ifullust,. 3nd all ~ins of impurity, filthy 
songs, and filthy ~tories, which !cave cursed imprt:ssions 
upon the soul~ do grieve GOd.'s hdy spirit, which :-vas given 
them at baptism and at confirmation, and provoke him to 
forsake them; and th<:n <111 evil spirit most cnrainly will 
take them under his go\'ernmCl1L 

.F'ftUy: Such a~ ;1ave p3rents should be exhorted to love. 
honor, and obey them. Th8t 8S the apostle s8ith, "" It may 
be welI with tbem, and that they may live long on the 
earth." That they may escape that curse pronounced, 
Dent. xxvii. 16. c· Cursc:d is he that setteth light by his fa­
ther and mother ;" and' that of the wise man, tiC The eye 
that mocketh his father, and despiseth to obey his mother. 
the ravens of the vaney shall plucl:: it out;" that is, such a 
cone shall act in every thing he does as if he were blind. 

In short, childrenJ as they hope fot God's favour and 
blessing, should strive to pIe8se their parel'.ts ; be grieyed 
when they haw angered them; take their advice kindlyp 
and follow it cheerfully; and never marry without their 
consent, as they hope for happiness in that estate. 

Above all things,-young people sl10uld be obliged to 
observe the Lord's day: They should be taught to rever­
ence C"d's house, and God's mInisters, who pray for them, 
and are to give an account of their souls. 

Tbey should be exhorted to pray daily for them~e1veo, 
and against being led away by the violence of evil Cllstoms 
and the ways of the world, which they have renounced at 
their baptism 

And when they have run i'nto errors (which they are but 
too ap~ to. do) they should be made sensible of the ruin they 
are bnngmg upon themselves, that they may return to a 
better mind, and after the example of the prodigal in the 
gospel, beg God's pardon, and sin no more; bdng often 
forewarned, that God will, one time or Other, " make them 
to possess the iniquities of their youth."~ 

ItEph. vi. 3. tprov. xxx, 17. tJob, xiii. 26, 



OF WORLDLY.MINDEDNESS. 

A PASTOR will lind that worldly-mindedness is one of 
the mest univer5'.ll diseases of his flock} and the most d!ili.~ 
cult to be cured. 

Pc:opk s(~e an absolute necessity for taking care for them~ 
selves; and dt·ty obhges them to provide for their families" 

But then thi~' care very often in.creases beyond ne.cessity" 
and what was at first a duty becomes at la·;t a sin; when 
christians begin tv set their hearts upon the world, to place 
their ha'ppines~ in its favours, to dread its frowns, and to 
depend up,m it as a good security against future evils. 

Nuw, 6e consequence of such a love for the world will 
be, that many christian duties must gi.ve place to worldly 
business; the very commands of God shall often be broke~l 
to g~in worldly "nels; men shall m~ke a mere idol of the 
world; love, and fear, ana think, and depend upon it, 
more th::m upon God, and will at last be so bewitched and 
blinded with it, that they shall not: see the sin and vanity of 
all this, UTltil thcr appro'lch of death opens their eyes, and 
then they see the folly of their choice, but see too, that it 
is too late to make a better. 

In short it is hard to live in the world and not to love it • 
and nothing' in nature can prevent or cure this disorder, but 
a sincere belief of the gospel, <lIld a resolute pracrice of the 
duties of christianity.' . 

For the christian religion lets us know, that while we 
are in this world, we are in a state of banishment; that 
here we have no abiding place; that God has made our life 
short, on purpose that we may have no pretence to set our 
heans on this world; that it is a dreadful thing for a man 
to have his portion in this life; that a mau's true happiness 
dots not consist in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth; and that God hath ordained that all thing~ here 
shall be uncertain, Ztnd full of troubles, that we may be led 
more easily to set our affections OIl. things above, not on 
things on the e;lrth. 

And for as much as it is found by sad experience, that 
the more men have, the more fond they will be of the world: 
Christians should be often advised' to receive its favours 
with a trembling hand, and to remember, that the more a 
mall h~s) the more he must account for, the greater danger 
t~; is in, and the more pains he must take to preserve hime 
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self from ruin; for it was not for nothing that our tord 
said, U How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kinghom of heaven." . 

In short, there is no greater hindrance to piety than the 
Jove ·of the world; Goel therefore having made that and the 
!Care of' our sbuls the great business ;;f our' lives, he has 
bound himself to take care of us, and that we J3hall wanl 
nothing that is necessary for this life. >iF" Take no thought," 
saith our Lord, "for your life) what ye shall eat; nor for 
your body, what ye shall pu't on. Does not your heavenly' 
Father feed the fowls of the air ? Does he not know that ye 
are better than they, and that ye have Deed of these things r". 

Let not therefore christians flatter tbernselves with the 
hopes that worldly business wili excuse them from serving 
God: Our Lord has alrtady told us what sentence such 
people must expect. t" Not one of those men shall taste 
()f my supper ;" that is, those that were so ta~cll up about, 
their oxen, their fields, and their worldly business, that 
they would not mind their Lord's invitation. 

And indeed our Lord tells liS in another place, that the 
very word of God will be losi: on those whose hearts are 
full of the cares of this world, which choak the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful. 

But then christians have af)other way of deceiving them­
selves, and that is with (he 110pes of reconciling a love for 
the world with the love of God. '. 

And yet our Lo!d Christ aS5Ures us, that they are as ut­
terly inconsistent as light and darkness; that" no lTIan can 
serve two masters ;" . and th3t whoever will be H a friend 
of the world is the enemy of God." 

To concludii! :-All ch~istians are by their profession obli-
ged " not to love the world." . 

They are also obliged to use all proper means to prevent 
this love, which would otherwise ruin them. 

Especially; they are obliged to great w::ttchfulness' and 
earnest prayers for God's grace to keep them from becom­
ing slaves to the world; from placing their conf1dence or 
happiness in it;' from taking delight in the possess;on of it ; 
from distracting cares abollt it; from taking unjust ways to 
be~ter or secure their portion in it; from being extremely 
'gneved ;at the loss of it, or unwilling to part with it when' 
'God so orders it; from a hard heart an;! a close hand, when 

.... latt, "i. 25. Ku!;:e, xxiv. 24 . 
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tk~ necessities of the poor c;111 for it 1 A Dlllo,3tly; from 
being divert~, by the hurry of this world, h',"l the thoughts 
of the world to come. 

,. For what will it 'profit a man, if he shou.1d gain the 
whole world and lose his own SO ulf"-Rtli1t ",/;or Lot' ~ wifto 

Extracts frc!l1 th~ Knowl~dge rmd Practice (/ Christianity, 
, by BiJhop l1'ilson, 

A SEASONABI,E i,NSTRUCTION ON PRAYER . 

. PUBLIC an,d private prayers, and thanksgivings, are an 
homage and c1 uty, ,,:hich all, men ovve to God as their cre­
ator, thei~ Lord an,d KiNg; and by which they are to ac~ 
knowledge their obedience to, and their dependence upon 
him, for life and breath, and all thi,ngs \vhich t,lley enj9Y or 
hope for. ,.;;" , 

This, therefore, God hath m;]cie our indisp:r.sible duty: 
And it will br: a downright rebel Eon, for' any man to refuse 
his hom;,ge any day of hislife; the wilful ni;lect of this 
being in efrcct; to disown his power over us; his goodness 
to help us in our necessities; and his justice to punish such 
as trallsgress his commands; and to question the faithful­
ness of his promise to pardon the truly penitent sinner~ 
and to reward'such as sincerely strive to pleas" him. 

This neglect and disobedienl~e is very often punished by 
God's kOlving men to themselves, and to their own y{icked 
way,.; which ever did, and ever will, end in their ruin, 
oft~n in this world, but alw;ly~; in chI': world to come, with­
out a miracle of grace, which such jn;:.tUi have no reason 
to hope for. ' 

Tb'2 cause of which is plain :.The CCl1stc,nt and wilful 
omission of this duty is a sure W3Y to looe the knowledge 
and remembrance of God, of his 'Nord <:.nd promises; and 
then men will have no motives to fe;w or to love God, nor 
any reason to hope for any good from him. 

It will also very naturally lead such people to depend up~ 
ont!lcmselvcs on Iv ; to for,:'Ct their, OWl1Kld comiition and 
misery; that they are E~~~:lc to God's -,NLr11, ~nd even to 
llamn~tion; which k:1owiedge is necessary; and for this 
end \',<\5 r~\",:,alcd, eve1l t:J aw"keD a:ld humble sinn.ers, that, 
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1- • f' .' r hy .;. true ;:::,,:::·;t.i.l~CC they may escape tn~ Uitter paleS or tte!~ 
maJ miser~'.· 

Now tllC spirit of God threatens, that such as will not 
retain God in their knowledge (which C;111 be' done only by 
praying to him daily,) shan be given up oy God to a repro,. 
b2.te mind, that is) to a mind void of jUllgment-to do what 
.is right in ~heir o,-m eyes, let what will follow. 

And the event will certainly be this: They will fall Ull­

der the p6wer and gov;crllrnent of Satan,,!nd his evil angel~1 
who willlcad there, a& h~ cl.id the heathen world, to com. 
mit all iniquity \,':rh sreJiw:s~, till they are fit for no place 
but htil. . . . 

Now, if- these be tru ths of the gospel, as most surely they 
lare, one would hope. there would need no other words, to 
pcrs'laJe everyone who is in his right mind, and not already 
i.n the sad conditic.n before mentioned; to beg of God to 
keep him, by his grace, from falling ip.~o 51-1c4 ~readfd cir· 
t:umst::mces. 

The most sure way to avoid it is, to dedicate some tim~ 
every day of our !i,IC3 to the worship of God; humbly to 
ackuovvledge our dependance upon him; to confess our 
own weakness to heIr ;md govern ourselves; to beg pardolll 
for having offended him; to pray for his grace} and protec.,. 
lion, and blessing; ~nJ to giv\t him th;mks f9r h~s mercieo 
~nd favours to U~. 

By doing this, we shall retain God in our knowledge, 
This will be a true aud solid foundation of peace, and com,.. 
fort, and happiness; provided it be performed Ollt of a deep 
sense of our. own w;;nts and miseries ~ with a firm faith in 
God's promises to fdfiJ the desires.qf them that fear him: 
and with an eye to the blood of Jesus our Redeemer, fo.: 
whose sake, and tlu:ough whost:: sufferings, we a4'e rr.~con· 
ci!ed to God, and God to us. 

The following d.:votion::; are here added, that they who 
stand in need of $uch h,.lps, may be directed what to pray 
for every morning and evening of their lives. Not but that 
every serious chriBtlan will find occasion to ask many more 
favours arid blessings, t114n can b,e set down in any form ci 
prayer whatever. 

For this reason there are added some short instructions., 
as also proper tt'xts of holy scripture, with short me9.i~ations 
on them, for the deyotion of such -as are "veil-disposed; and 
:llso to le;:,d them into a way of profiting at an t\l11.es, by th~ 



h,oly scriptures heani or read by them or, ot~Crf" which \'11'; 

all too often heali withOl:lt being bettered by them. 

THE DUTY AND BENEFIT ot :i\TU:lNING :rn.AYJ~R Fon AX;: 
PERSON IN PHlVATE. 

VERY many are the evil consequences of baing witlJOut 
God into a world full of temptations and dangers, which of 
ourselves we can neither foresee nor esc'ape. 

Whoever considers this, and the infinite mischief whicll 
may follow, will never venture "broad, without praying for; 
God's guidance, protection, and blessing, every morning of 
his life. 

M orni'ng Prayer. 

BLESSTID be the Lord far his mercies rerre,~"Cd U'llto me 
every morning; for my preservation and refreshment, and 
for all the blessings of the night past, for which all tha11ks 
and glory be to thee, my God and Father! 

'Gracious God, continue to me these, :md all other thy 
blessinge, so long, and in such a measure as shall be tq th1 
glory, and my salvation. , ' 

Possess my soul I beseech thee, with a true and saving 
faith, and with such a sense I:'!f thy goodness fa me and my 
dependance upon thee, that it may be my delight, as it is 
my rn'terest and d wty. to' serve an'd obey thee. 

But that I may serve thee with a quiet mind, forgive me 
alImy sins, I beseech thee, for thy dear Son's sake, and with­
hoM lihe j.udgments of which my conscience is afraid. -

Keep it ever in the heart of tby servant, th3t it is an evil 
thing aod bitter, to forsake and offend the Lord. And above 
all things, keep me from wilful and d.elibernte sins, that I 
may never grieve thy Holy Spirit, nor provoke thee to leave 
meta myself. , 

let thy re'straining gra:::e preserve me from t;,c temrt::­
tions of the world, the flesh, and the Devi:J; that I may 
fait into no' srIT, nor tun into :1ny kind of danger; but thai: 
I may do always that which i~ ri6ht~'J'~" in dly 8ight. :;;,::,0. 
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that I may live and act as having thee, 0 God, the constant 
witness of all my thoughts, designs, words, and actions. 

!l'Iay I never render. myself, by new sins; unworthy of 
thy guidance and prutection! Suffer me lint to go astray, 
or bring me back to sn,:h ways as to thee shall seem meet. 

May I love thee with all my hellft, and an mankind for 
thy sake! And may I ever have this sure proof 'of thy love 
abiding in me, that I may study tD please thee, <ltld to keep 
thy commano.meliCq 1 and that! may fOlgive, and love, and 
do good to my neighboHrs, as becomes a disciple of Jesus 
Christ! 

Assist me; by thy Grace, hithfll1y to perform all the du­
ties of my ca.HilJg; and thankfully to recLive~ and patiently 
to bear whatever thy providence shall order fOf me. 

Preserve me from an idle and useless life; ever remem­
bering,-7 hat floe m:f(h caillet/; when no man can 'Work :­
And that no',v is the ti'11e in ,~'hich to pro'lide for eternity. 

And grant, 0 Lord, that no worldly pleasure, no worlda 
1y business, may evtr make me Jose f,ight of death. 

A.nd may the thoughts of death oblige me to be truly and 
sincerely gorJd: to mortify all pride and vanity,-covetous­
ness, hatred-~ envy, and malice; to be serious, sober, and. 
watchful, while I continue in this state of trial! 

Hear me, 0 heavenly Father, not according to my im~ 
perfect petitions, but ;)ccorciing to the full meaning of that 
holy prayer. \"hich thy only Son hathtatlght us, in compas­
sion to our infirmities: 

OUR Eather which art in heaven; hallowed be thy narne ; 
thy kingdoa come; thy will be. done in earth, as it is in 
heaven: give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasse~, as we forgive them that trespass against us) 
-:md lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kinghorn, and the power, and the g!ory, fo1.' 
ever and ever. Amen. 

THE DUTY AND FENEFI'I' OF EVENING rRA YER FOR A 
l'EliSON I.N I'lUVATE. 

SLEEP, said a great man, is so like death, that I c1are not 
;lIust it withouts-ljing my prayers. And indeed, for {..:af 
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of the Vv'brst, a thoughtful christian will take C::lre to make 
~is peace with God, before he goes to sleep; aild put .him­
self under God's protection every evening of his life, that 
he may be safe from fear oJ evil~ 

All Epening Pl·~ye'J·. 

o MOST graCiOl\S arid merciful God, I give thee thanks, 
that it has pt;ased thee to add another day to the years dE' 
my life,and that none of thy judgments to which for my 
sins I am justly liable, have fallen upon me; 

Accept, a Lord, I\1y unfeign,'d thank'S, for thi~ thy con­
stmt care over. me: for delivering me from the dangers of 
aU evil world; arid for the rpany undeserved blessings bi;)~ 
stowed upon me, day after day. 

Blessed be th y goodne;s that my sins and ingratitude have 
not prev~nted thee from bril1.ging me safe to the evening of 
this day! 

a God, jnfinit~ id niere}') pardort my sins of the day past, 
whether in thought, wordj 6r deed, which I have commit­
ted through the fraud and in'.llice of the devil, or through 
my own weakness and frailty; and grant that they may ne\'~ 
er ri5e up in judgment against me. 

, Prepare me, I beseech thee, fot the continuance of thy 
favours., by gi'ving me the grate of a true repentance, and 
a thorough amendment of life. , . 

. Make me truly sensible of the weakness and corruption 
of my nature; an(\ the need I have of thy graciolis help, 
that I may pray f()r it continually.. . . 

May I ever make a right use of the time which thy good~ 
ness may yet vouchsafe me, and not dare to abuse thy pa .. 
tience and long suffering._ 

.Make me ever sensible bf my latter end, thafdeath rna}' 
not Civertake me unprepared; and in .the hour of death. 
and day of judgment, good Lord, deliver me. 

a God aJl powerful, take me this night under thy proter; 
'tion: preserve me from the powers of darkness, and fran·. 
the dangers of the night; and, by that grace and p110vidence 
bring meat last through all the trials and temptatio'ns ohhi!. 
world to a blessed end; tha~ I may die in peaceJand rest iI4 
}"Jpe and rise in glory, through Jesus Christ: in whos~ 

0' 
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name, and <lccorciing to the fu llmea!ling of that boly pray~ 
er which he has tauL.:;ht liS, I most humb:y beseech' the!; to 
hear me, for myself, and for all cbristian people. 

Our Father, which art in he~ven, &c. 

jllorning Prayer for a Fctmily. 

Josh. xxiv. 15. As for me and my house, we will serve the IAlrd. 

THIS ought to be the sincere resolution, and constant prac~ 
tice of eve17 christian master of a family. Without this, 
none can reasonably expect to have dutiful children or faith ... 
ful servants; nor jU5t~y hope to have God's blessing iil this 
world, or in the world to c')me. 

Let one de't)~utly YUld or say what /v!/;weth, the rest of the 
fumiiy jCriously attending. 

THE I~ord hath brought us safe to the beginning of this 
day; let us give him thanks for this, and fot all his mercies. 

J.et us pray that we may live in the fear of God, and con~ 
tinuc in love and charity with our neighbour, : 

That his Holy Spirit 111<17 direct and rule our hearts, teach~ 
ing us what to do, aod what to avoid: 

That the grace of God may ever be with us, to sup;)ort 
us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations: 

That the Lord rmy bless all our honest endeaY<Jur~, and 
make us content with what his providence shall order for 
uc;: and that we may continue his faithful servants thi3' day, 
and ali the days of our life. 

For all which blessings let u:s devoutly pray. 

Then all devoutly kneeling, let one sa)'~ . 

o MOST gracious and merciful God, by v7hom the ,~rorld 
.is governed and presenred, we give thee humble thanks for 
th y. fatherly care over us_; in pres,rving u.s from the dangers 
of the night past, and bri-ngillg us safe this morning to see 
another day. , 

We gratefully acknowedge our dependence upon thee, 
for all the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of life; 
for all the means of our well-being here, and of our ever~ 

,lasting happiness hereafter. . 
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We give.thee thanks for the light of thy gospel, and the 

help of thy grace, and for the promise thou hast made us of 
rardon and forgivelless through thy Son JeSus Chri,;t, on our 
sincere· repentance and amendment. . 

Give ·us, we beseech thee, such a sense of these and aU 
other thy mercies to us, as J;l1ay make us trl.+ly thankful to 
tlJce for them. . 

Give us grace that. we may ever walk as in thy sight: 
make a cons .. :ience of all our ways; and fearing to offend 
thee, may never fall into, the sins we have repented of. 

Enable us to resist and overcome the temptations of the· 
world, the flesh, and the Devi! i To follow the motions of 
thy good Spirit; "to be serious and holy in our lives, true 
and just in our dealings; watchful over our thoughts, our 
words, and our actions; diligent in our business; Olrud tern. 
perate in all things. 

Give ~s grace honestly to improve all the talents which 
thou hast committed to our trust: and may noworld1y busi­
ne'r' no. worldly pleasures~ diver~ us from the concerns of the 
life to come! . 

May thy b1essing be upon our. persons~ upon our labours, 
tlPOI1 our substance; and upon a:l that belong to us : 'and 
may we never undertake any work, which we dare; not beg 
thee to. prosper! 

May thy garce defend \lS in all assaults of our enemies; 
and grant ·that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into 
any kind of danger; b,lt that aU our doings may be ordered 
by thy governance, to do'alwaysthaf which is righteous in 
thy sight . . 

Give us, gqcious God, what is needful for \is and grace 
not to ab~lse thy favours: Give us we beseech thee, content­
ed minds; and make us ever mindful of the wants of othe rs. 

Give us, in th~s world. the knowledge of thy truth, 
and in the world-to come, life everlasting. Amen. 

Hear liS, 0 merciful Qod, not accordi~g to our imperfect 
petitions, but according to the full meaning of that form of 
prayer which Jesus Christ has taught us, and for his sake.~ 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 
The grace of our Lord j es.tis Christ, aDd the love of 

God an~the fellow,ship. of the Holy Ghost, be with us aU 
ever mo~e. Ame!1. ' . 



J?(J?"O;:i. ~ Ye parents, bring up your child.en in the nurture and 2.d~ 
, .' nhi6n of the Loill:· . .' 

o GOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,' for. his sake 
bl'~s~ my children with healthful bodies, a'nd \lilderstandit;tg 
seuIs, and sanctified he<:lrts,. that th y may remember their 
creator all their days. Let thy grace preserve them frorn 
the temptations of an evil world, a11d m;,y I r~ever b~ want­
ing in any part of my duty to them; but instruct them in. 
the faith and duties of a christian life: Convince them of 
their faults, and correct them in reason and love. Obe 
thou, 0 God, their Father an~ their pot'Jion i,n this ""'or!d" 
~nd in the world to come! Amen. .. 

livening Pr.a!Jtirfor a Family. 

~t ()ne of the family read ()r say distinctly whqf followeth,. 
the rest senously atfendillg. 

By, the filvour of God, we. are come to the eveniI1g of 
this day; and we are so much nearer our latter end. 

Let us seriously consiq.er ~hislal)d pray G9~ ~o prer,are us 
tor the hour of d,ea~h~ . ' , ' 

Let us with peniten.t hearts, bes~e~h hirp to. pardon am; 
offences, and deliver. us from the evils which they have de",:. 
served. 

Let us resolve to a~nd whatever: we nave done amiss, 
~nd pray Qod, that. his grace 1)1IlY kcep u~ from returninK 
t,o those sins which we l)ave r:epeute~ of,: 

And then, we may. be safe 'j,mder hi,s protection whJ? alone 
can defend u.~ ftom the powers of darkness. 

For all whjch blessillgs lpt ~s q.evoutly pray. 

Th(n, all devoutly knefljng"let one dist/nct.Ix say, 

nLORD, and heavenly I;ather, we acknowledge thy great. 
good!].ess to us, in sparing Uli when we deserve punishrnent ~ 
in giving us. thenect!ssarreso~ this life, and insettin&before 
us the happmess of a better lIfe. . 

o merciful God, pa~don our offences, com~ct and' amend 
what is a,miss iJJ u,s, !;hat as we ~ro\y i!1 years, we may grow 
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In grace, and the: nearer we come tq o1,lllatte~ end, th~ bet>.;. 
~e+ we np), be p're~ard for it. 

In the midst of 10('e we are in death.. 

L:>rd, grant ~hat these thou'~hts may make us cardul how' 
we li,'e, that we may escape the bitter pains of etern::l! mis-, 
~ry. 

Take from us all ignorance,hardlWss of heart, <\I\d tOg 

much carefulne~s lor the thinrrs of this life. I 

'iVr~ke 'us a household f,~ari~g thee, 0 God, submitting 
o.:mclves to thy gooq pleasure, and putting our whole trust 
in thy mercy. . 

Give qs a trt~e Knowledge of outs~lves; of the corrup­
tion of our nature; and the neces~ity of thy gracious help 
to save us from ruin. . 

And may the spirit of Christ ever live, and rule in us, pos­
sessing our souls with a. sincere love of thee, 0 God, with 
an earnest desi~e to please thee, and. with a dread of offend­
ing thee. 

'Sanctify us wholly we beseech thee, that our spirits, and 
souls, and bodies, may be preserved blameless unto the com­
~ni oJ Olif Lord Jesu$ Christ. 

Conti lue to U', and to all chri~tian churches, the means 
of g_race and salv'atlan; and may the saving tn,lths of the 
r,ospel b,~ Fublished and received in all the world! 
. Vouch~afe unto I,lS an interest in ,.,11 the prayers of thy 

holy chi feh, ""rlltch have t.his day been offered to the throne 
of grace.. " 

Forgive all th:Jt have inJured us, ar,d forgive, our many of~ 
f~'nces against our neighbour. 

J3\es~, we beseech thee, 0 God, all those whom thy prov;o 
iJen,ce hath set over us, whether in church or state, and give 
us grace to honour and obey them fe'r conscience sake. 
, Defend us from all adversities whih may happen to our 

b,odies, and from' all evil tho~ghts which -may assault and. 
hurt our souls; and prepare us to receive with an humble 
resignation, whatever thy providence. shall think best for us • 

..And, finally, we beseech thee to give us grace, that we 
may lead and end our liyes'in thy faith and fear, and to thy 
glory, through J esusChiist our Lord. Ilmen. • 

Hear. usO merciful God, for ourselves and for all man­
kind, nat accord~ng to our w:;::k under~tandingsJ but C;C.COf-: 
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ding to the full meaning of that holy prayer, which thy. 
beloved Son h<ith taught us. 

Our Father which art in heavz'D, &c. 
Tbe grace of our Lord Je5us Christ, &co 

SELECT SCRIPTURES, AND MEDITATIONS GrON THEM; 

Which may teach 1,IS hew to profit /11 reading {he Scriptures, 

John, xvi. 25. Verily I sav unto you, w}]atsoever ye shall ask the Father 
. in my"name, he shall give it you. . 

EVERY thing is promised to this duty, when we pray as 
we ought to do; i. e. in tL: mme, and rhrough the merits 
of Jesus Christ; out of a sense of our own wants and I'lis­
eries; with the humility of sinful creatures; and with a 
Lill purpose of doing what we know will please God. 
. 0 l~ord, vouchsafe me these di,positions that I l"l18y never 
ask any thing in vain, 6r rendq mysr;:lf unw~rthy to receive 
thy blessings. . 

:flab. ii. 9. Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetOl1<ness to hi-s house, 
that he may set his nest on hig'il, :;lat fle 111"y be delivered from the' 
power of evil ! 

DELIVER us, 0 Lord, from COVf'totlsness, thE' roo~ of all, 
evil; which leads men to trust i:J themselves; to ~"orbct their 
dependence upon thee; and foolishly to bore to be O\lt of 
the reach of rr.iseries, and those evils and afHictiolls, w};ich 
a.re designed in great mercy, for the punishment of sin, and 
for the salvation of sinners. rr,~erve us, o Lord, from 
this too common, but damnaple sin of ~ovetousness, fo4" 
Jesus Chri::t's sake. Amen. . 

Lu~e, xvii. 26, 27, 28, 29" As it wos in the (l"ys of Noah ,hel T at. They 
did e~t, they drank, they bought, lhcyoso}d, they pl.lIltC"d, they loui.ld. 
ed; nil the day that Lot went out of "oGom, whell thev' were all de. 
stroyed. • " •. 

I.oRo, ~pen our .eyes before we are surprise~l by death~ 
as those miserable s!nners 'were in the oays of Noah, and of 
l,ot. May this. be a warning to us! And keep us, by thy 
grace, from settmg our hearts. too eagerly upon the business, 
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the cares, and pleasures, of this life, without consldering 
hO'.'V soon and suddenly we may be 'called out of it; anti that 
day overtake us unaware.r. 

Luk". i:r.. 15. If ye being evil, klloW how to gb'e good. gifts unto Y0Ut: 
children; how mllch more shoJI your heavenly Father gl vegood thmgs, 
and his Holy Spirit, to them t)lat ask him! 

o HEAVENLy Fat~er, let it be unto mi'accotding to thi3 
, thy Son's roost faithful promise For his sake give us thy 

Holy Spirit, to live ard act in us, to guide and assist u<; all 
our day, j and n~ay we ever ask and be content with such 
things as it shall please thee to give us! and grant that we 
may, never grieve thy Holy Spirit; never reject his godly 
motioris, or render ourselves unworthy his abode with us, 
by living in any kiiown sin. 

A short and necessary lnstructtnfor the Lord's day 
in the morning. 

THll: Lord, who has blessed one day in seven, blesseth 
all those who keep it holy: and very terrible have been his 
judgments upon them that have profaned it. 

It is your duty therefore, on this goild day, to lay aside 
as much as possible, all worldly business; all worldly 
thoughts; all worldly plea'ures; that you may honour your 
Creator to the best of your power; by owning your depen­
dence upon him; by he:lring his word, ~nd his command­
ments; by asking his blessings, and giving him thanks for 
his favours, , 

If then it is our interest and our happiness, to serve God, 
it is our d::ty to be at his house before: his sen·ice begins; 
to shew that we fear his majesty, and d;lre not offer him 
a lame sacrifice " to she\v that we do indeed desire' his bless~ 
ing, and take delight in serving him. 

When therefore y(m come into the house of God, an'd 
first kneel down say s':;cretly this short prayer. 
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A short Prayer at your coming into Clzufcll.. 

MAY the good Spirit of. God dispose me unto, and assist 
me in his service! The Lord give us all a true and lively 
sense of our wants, and bf hIs mercy and presenc~ again,t 
us, that we may serve him with our hearts as well as \vith 
Cur bodies, and that our frayersm~y be heard; fOf the sake 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord ! Mmho 

Aher this. attend diJi gedtly to \vhat is faid. ann pray~d 
for; remerilberlng that they are Jour prayets which are of. 
fered up td God; but that you have no share in them, if 
j'bu do not mind what i3 isked in your name; 

That your heart m~;y go along with your prayers; s't.y 
softly, Jimen, so be it, to every pt:tition. TLi c, i:, v;·hat the 
most unlearned may do, and it Inay be the most learned can· 
nettio better, to keep their h1indo inteht upon what they are 
about. 

~Nhen yO'll c~nffJS }'Ol!r sins, do it with great seriousness 
ii1d concern, remembei'ing that y611 ate fof ever undone, if 
you are not forgiven. And then hear with comfott upon 
what conditton God will pardon you: If you repent and 
believe the gospel. you J.re SUl;e to be forgiven. . . 

When. the word of GJd. is read or preached, be carefyl 
to mind it, that you may know your duty, and the reward 
of doing it; that you may obs~rvc tJle way of God's dealing 
with mankind, in punishing the wicked, and in protecting 
and r~wardjng the righteous; that you may know the malT· 
ner o( our redemption, and the gr~at love of God in bring­
ing it to pass; that you may ,,:ee the dang.ers set before you, 
@-ver, remembering, tbat "'faith, without which we cannot 
please God, cometh by helring, amI hearing by the word of 
God." Rom, x,, J7. , 

And-be sure to behave yourself with great reverence and 
~c:v("ti'-m. while you are in the house and presence of God; 
£lor it, when. you should be on your knees, asking God's 
pardon and blc%ings, ,orstandi:1g to praise the Creator ot 
heaven and earth 1 if insteJd of doing so, you sit and sleet' 
away the time, or, carelessly gne, and think of other m;]~ 
ters, tllcn you will return 1rorl1 God's house with a curse, 
and not with a blessing. . 
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And yet th.e very best of us, after all oUr care, have cause 

to beg pardon even for the faults of our devotions. There­
fore, be.fore you rise from your knees, say privately this short 
prayer. 

A shortPfaytr bifore .!Jou leave tlte Qhurch. 

THE good Lord accept our duty, and seryice; pardon 
our sins and infirmities; g~ve us what is needful for our 

. souls, and for our bodies; and keep us evermore under thy 
protection, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour! Amell. 

And now, God forbid that you should spend the remain­
der of this good day, so well begun, in sin artd vanity! 
Rather think how you may do most honour to your Crea­
.tor and Redeemer. 

If you can read, you can both instruct yourself, and them 
that will hear you. - . 
. If you have children and servants, you can teach them 
how to fear, and love, aHd to pray·to God. 

And if you· are unlearned, you can think of what you 
h.ave heard at church, and resolve to do, to the best of your 
knowledge, as you have been taught. 

Then will the Lord be with you, to bless you in the way 
you go, to preserve and to prospd you. For this is what 
he hath declared, " Them that honour me, I will honour ; 
and they that despise me, shall be lightly esteemed." I Sam~ 
uel, ii. 30, . 

A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 

, 0 LORQ, who hast consecrated this day to thy service, 
give us grace so to observe it. that i, may be the beginning 

, of a happy week to us; and that n0!Ie of thy judgments 
may fall upon us for profaning It. ( Fix in our hearts this 
great truth, that here we have no abiding pIau, that ,ve may 

..seriously and timely pl"dvide for another life.i- and grant that 
this great concern mai make- us very desirBus to learn our 
duty, and to do what thou requirest of us. And blessed 
be God, that we have churches to go to, that we have ,uch 
tirn~o set ~part for the more public worship of our Creator, . p 
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:ana tbat 'I¥e'have Pa&torsto t~~ch llS i The Lord prosper 
their labo"ijrs, and give us Grace to profit by them, that they 
and we may enjoy an everlasting Sabbath with thy sainfs in 
heaven, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.' , , 

_ ...... _z:«~ 

A plain and usiful Instruction for SundalJ Evening. 

Concerning the providence of God, or his wisdom and goodness in gov­
erning the world. 

THAT God is great, and to') be greatly feared, we krlow by 
the world he hath made, and from his dreadful judgments. 

That God is ,good, and to be loved and worshipped, we 
are eonvinc'ed from his care of the whole creation . 

. " For his tender mercies are over all his works," Psalms, 
cxlv: 9. Therefore have his creatures the comfort of the 
rain and su'n, of Jood and shelter; the earth yields increase, 
and the seas are stored with creatures innumerable. 

In the hand of God are these and all other blessings, 
which he Iwithholds, or giveth, according to his good pleas­
ure, to teach us that we wholly depend on him; that man 
liveth not by bread alone, nor by his own industry, but by 
the providence of God, who ordereth all conditions of life 
for the best, for those that cannot choose for themselves. 

;And if he suffers some to be poor, it is because that con­
clition is best for them now; but he will make them great 
amends in the next world for what they want in this, if they 
will be content and honest, neither murmur at their o. 
lot, nor envy that of others .. 

When God giveth riches, it is not to make them an oc­
casioN of ottr ruin, but to trv our vrrtue; 'for,· if we are not 
high-minded, if we t:-ust no! in uncertain riches, but in the 
living God,. if we do gLod with them, and readily dis/rib/de 
to the necessity of others-,- then are riches a real blessing~ 
and help to bring us to eternal life, I Tim. vi. 17-

If he bringeth us into afRiction, it is notthat he is pleas .. 
€d with .the miseries of his creatures, bUlhe is shewing 
l'hem their t ranrgression, he is opening their ear to discipline, 

. that they may return from iniquity, and save their souls from 
dedth eternal. Job l xxxvi. 9. , ' 
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**** If he suffers us to be tempt~d, it is not that we might fall; 
but to make US more sensible of our own weekness, thilt we 
may come to him for help, on whom we depend, whJ will 
,not suffir u; I, be templed "bove what weare able to bear " 
and who Vvill reward our poor endeavours with unspeakable 
happiness. , , ' 

If we have friends, it is the favour of God to us; and, 
if we have enemies, thGyare rods inJlis hands either to cor~ 
rect us, or to make us careful of our ways. 

'the Devil himself, that powerful spirit, is under God's 
command, to execute his judgments UPQn wicked men, 
while they that trust in the Lord hath nQthjng to fear, for 
he hath no power to hurt them. 

Happy are we, who know these things now; and we 
shall be for ,ever happy if :we live according to th~s belief., 

For then we shall trust in the Lord with all our heart, 
and not lean unto our own understanding. 

We shall call upon him for what we want, and thankfulc 
Iy receive what he is pleased to send. Eor ., shall we re­
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall we ll,ot receive 
evil? ' Job, ii. x Q. 

We shall hope for Iris favour when we mean well, and 
never expect his blessing when our designs are evil. 

We shall look upon God's time as the best, and ~ot grow 
impatient when our desires are not answered. 

We shall acknowledge his hand ill, every thing that be­
falleth us. and hope for his mercy eveu- when he is angry, 
knowing, " that all things shall work together for good to 
~hem that love God," Rorp. viii. 2B. Thu,s shall w'e dwell 
under the defence of ~he MoSt High, and shall Of: se,ure /rem 
fear of evil. 

A Prayerfor Sunday E'Of!ni'ng, 

ALMIGHTY God, by whom all things were made, and 
~represerved, make us tn,\ly thankful, for thy ,wonderful 
works of creation; for thine adorable providence in pre­
serving every thing that thou hast made: and for thine in­
finite ~Qwer, wisdom, and 'goodness, in the government of 
the world. But above all, we acknowledge tiline infinite 
love in the 7edemption Qf the world, by thy Son ou.r Lord 
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Jesus Christ:., and thy goodness in ~ending by him th1s 
comfortable message to thy distressed creatures.".....'That who­
soever receiveth and believeth in him,- shall not perish, but 
have eternal life . We bless thee for his holy doctrine and 
example; ';md for his precious death, and glorious resurrec­
tion, by which OdI sad cond~tion, and thine unspeakable 
love, have been wonderfully shewn to us. We give thee 
thanks for thy holy word, by which thy works of 'mercy 
and :providence have been preserved, and thy will made· 
known unto mankind. We bless thy holy name, for sanc­
tifying one day in seven to thy service, to keep, up the 
knowledge and remembrance of thee. and of our creation 
and redemption; and for appointing thy ministers to pub~. 
li8h these truths to us in thy name, that we mayrender un­
·to thee that honour, love, and obedience, which beccmeth 
creatures to pay to their Creator.. , And we beseech thee, 0' 
God, to give us a11 such a deep and lasting sense of thy: 
great and undeserved metTies to us, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful, and that we may' £hew forth thy 
rmtise, not 0111y with our lips. but in our lives; by giving 
up ourselves to thy service, and by walking before thee, in. 
holiness and righteousness all our clays ~ and as we often' 
hear how we ought to walk, and to please God, we may, 
continue to do so unto our lives end, through Jes.u,s Christ 
our Lord. Amm~ 

4 short Admonition to all, and especially to. lJ,fas.. 
ters qf Families. 

AMONGST the many growing yi.ces of this profane ~ge" 
one wretched apd ungodly custom is too common; viz. of 
people\ fa1lin,g, to their meals, as the beasts do to their fod.­
der, without any thoughts of God, or thanks for his bless­
ings.* And even too many of those who, have not qllite 

~ G1"a~e before meals, the ~ractice of the Romans. 

lrec prhls aUf 'Ep1lla.s, a7.(~ lIfunera grata L!lcfTi, 
Fas cuzq"arn tetigisse fuz't, qu"rn multa'l'recat1ts 
liz mensarn. Sit Italicus, 

¢ Nor tou.ch'd the meat. nor tasted was the wine, 
Till every gu~at imploc'd the P.OW'T8 div.in,e." 
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laid aside thIs chris.tian duty, perform it after such a sliglit: 

. and negligent manner, as nia~es it as sinful as the omission. 
When a man, like ourselves, bestows a favour, we natur­

ally give him thqnks. Are not food,and the supports of 
life and health, mighty blessings? Is not God thesolc giver 
of these? Are they not worth a~king, and giving thanks 
fgr? this shews plainly, that this sin, being against the very 
natur,ll notions 9f sense and gratitude, is of the Devil, who 
makes the table of too many to become a snare and a curse 
t{) them,' by intemperance, gluHony, and drunkenness~.. . 
. All chrjslians who have any regard to the example of their 

Saviour, who r1waysglorified God, and gave him public 
thanks for his blessings; or to the example of St. Paul, 
who would not omit this duty, though in bonds, and in the 
presence ob numerous company of heathens.... All chris­
tians, seeing the rqsonableuess of this duty, and the sin of 
emitting it, or of not performing it after a serious manner. 
will be inexcuseable before God~ if they neglect to glorify 
him at their daily meals. .. . 

Now, that the most unlearned. may not want words to 
e~press their thanks, and beg God's blessing upon them. 
selves, and their, daily food, these following may be made 
¥se of.· . 

Grace biforc our Meals .. 

o GOD who giveth food unto all flesh, grant that we may 
tec.eive these thy gifts with thy blessing, and use them with 
sobriety and thankful hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord,. 
Amm. 

Grace qfierour ]!rIeat. 

MAKE us truly thankful, 0 Lord1 Jor our daily hl'ead, 
and for all other mercies which we receive; and help us 
to love and serve thee, the giver of all good, for Jesus 
Christ's ~ake., 4~ne;i. . 

-Acts, xxvii. 3$.' 



Ex/ractI from Sir Jdmes Stonehousc'slSpirituql Direction, 
lor the Unconverted. * 

DIRECTIONS CONCERNING PRAYER, 

Pray without ceasing; t1,at is to say, he continnally in a di,lpositiont(l 
pray: Let your i'equcsts be made known unto God ,in the name of 
Christ, and ~raisehiQ1 for every blessing you have received. . 

PRAYER may with propriety be divided into sudden a~d 
$olemn • . By the former we offer up short and sudden petl~ 
tions atilie throne of Grace} on every occa?ion, in th.e· 
midst of our worldly employments. By the latter we qUit 
(Jur worldly employments, that we may in a more enlarged 
and 'solemn manner, address Ol,lr heavenly Father: The 
latter has appropriated the name of Prayer,to itself, though 
both are equally so, and equall yacceptable in the sight of God, 
if offered up in the name of Christ, according to his will. 

Sudden petitions are called Ljaculatims: The uninstruct. 
ed reader perhaps will best understand me, if I give some 
instances of this kind of prayer. Thus the first office of 
every mpming, should be thanksgivings, which may be ex. 
pressed in some such ejaculation as thi& .• 

Praised be thy holy name, 0 Lord, my Redeemer, for 
preserving me from the qangers of the past night, and for 
adding another. day to my past life. Give me I beseech 
thee, grace, that I may employ it to thy glory, and the sal­
vationof my immortal aoul. 

But besides the morning, there will other occasions offer 
for pious Ejaculations all the day long; and I would earf!-est­
Iy recommend them as the best means of guarding· against 
the first assaults of temptation, and of ~eeping up const;:nt 
communion with God. Thus on some remarkable deliver­
ance, you may say-" Blessed be thy name, 0 Lord, for 
this mercy." On some good work performed-" Thanks 
be to God who has enabled me to perform this work; lam 
nevertheless an unprofitable servant." I On some sudden . 
appearance of danger-" Good Lord, deliver me from this 

"'This exc~Ilent little book, and Friendly Advice to 3, Patient, by the 
sam~ autho~. ~re bound together. and published by the Society for pro-, 
~otmg Chnstlan Knowledge. 
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**** danger/I Or-" Take me,Q God, under thy protection.-
On 'wme sUdden temptatiot:l from Satan, the world, or the. 
flesh-" Guard me against tl}is temptation." On .some fali 
into sin through 'infirmity-" Pardon, I beseech thee, thl; 
my sin." On some sight of your own corruption ........ " Give 

. me a new heart, and, renew ji right spirit withi11 me •. , On 
hearing of the death of friends-" Tcath ineso to number 
my days, that I may apply my heart unto wisdom," and 
such like • 

. Every sentence of the Lord',s prayer likewise may.be con­
sidered and used, as a distinctejaculatioti ;as rna.., every 
petition, or thanksgiving in the Bible; (or in any prayer) 
if it suits your case: Endeavour therefore to becom~ "a 
scribe well instr)lcted in the kingdom of heaven :1l<jf. StUdy 
the word of God, and you will never wantt expressions to 
carryon this h~avenly correspondence, . 

Solemn praye~ may w.ellbe divided into two patts,(}ccao;. 
sit-mal and slated. Occasional, as in times·of affiictron, or 
sickness; the mind of man being then, Jike a weak plant, 
under pressure, and God its only support; and every im­
portantoccasion in life will furnish matter for prayers quit .. 
able to, it. Stated or fixed to certain times and propef op .. 
portunities, as morning and, evening prayers, 

AT morning prayer, offer up the following«(or some oth­
er to the like purpose,) before you are engaged in any world­
ly business. An awe of God on yqur hearts will direct you 
to use the most humble and devout postures. and jestul'es, 
when you are addressing him. Kneeling is undoubtedly 
the most decent, reverential and becomin g posture: Yet, 
when by sickness, weakness, or other unavoidable hindran­
ces, you f:annot kneel, pray as you sit, stand, ride walk, 
or lie in bed; remembering, that God at all times, (especial­
lyat such times) regards not so much the posture of the 
body, as the. disposition 'of the heart: And that (as 'the 
Psalmi9t expresses i9 "if any regard iniquity in their hearts, 

, "'Matt. xiii. 25. 

fNature directs every man, (even the most profligate) .to ,iItte~. sudden' 
ejaculations, 'in cases of surprise or imminent danger, where there can 
lie no time for preparation,'(such'as "Lord have mercy upon me," &c.) 
The natural language too of the illiterate, will readily express their own 
sincere and devout sentiments, on any emergency; and not the less accep­
table to God, for what we we,ak mOI"tal$ sheuld esteem an imprQpriety,ot 
defcel. .. 
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the Lord will not hear their prayers." Psal. lxvi. 18. Btilt

J 

in circumstances, where kneeling can be complied with, it 
would be downright laziness; and grea,t irrevcren£e, not to 
kneel. . 

Let me prevail on all my readers to rise early; for thepil~ 
low is a treacherous counsellor; and time is too pr,~cious to 
be lost in unnecessary indulgence; which may;in many cir­
cumstances, be more sinful than the generality of us are 
aware; For if they cannot comply with so small an instanc€ 
of self.;deniaI, how can they be expected to ~omply with 
others, which may be more difficult? Only consider how 
greatly the gain of an hour or two, every day from sloth and 
insensibility, really adds to the term of your lire; as well as 
conduces to the pre,servationof your health. For in eff~ct, 
he can scarcely be said to live who has no SWJe of his be .. 
img,nor use of his faculties; and the habit of more orles! 
indulgence, is known to make an astonishing difference in 
these last, when we are awake and capable of using them. 

A Prayer jbr the fiiIorningd 

When this and the following prayer are used for family prayers, read 
we instead of J, Our. for m!l, us for me, with such other alterations as cir'. 
cumstances may require. 

ALMIGATY and most merciful God; with my 
Thanksgiving. whole heart I thank thee for my preservaticiJll 

during the past night, and for adding another 
day to my life, while so many are cut off unprepared and 
unwarned. 

It is of thy mercies, 0 Lord, that I also am 
Confession and not consumed: for mine iniquitie,s have been 
Petition for 
pardon. more than the hairs .of my head; and shouldst 

thou enter into judgment viith me, ·thou 
wouldst be righteous, and I must-be condemned and misera .. 
ble. But do thou, 0 Lord, be merciful to me a sinner, 
through thy son Jesus Christ, the great propitiation, arid iet 
not" my sins.withhold good things from me.' J er v 25. 

.. To thee, 0 Lord, and to thy servi<;e, I here 

t
s. elfG-deddlcatiOn 'dedicate myself, both soul and body, to pro~ 
o o. hI' , mote t y gory and my own salvatIOn. 1 re-

s . .oIve, and will by the.grace of God S.o improve the time, 



121 

**** whi~h thou s~alt be pleased to grant me, that I may every 
day mcrease ill holiness, ,and persevere in it to the end of 
my life', ( 

'. Strengtherl me, t besee'ch thee, by the as­
Petition for as-
aistance. Slstance of thy Holy spirit, without which I 

• am unable to pursue these ~incere purposes: 
a~d secure ~e by thy grace against the snares and tempta-
tlOns to whIch I am daily exposed. , 

P 
'" Send thy glorious gos·pel to, the ,,,hole hu-

,etltlon In be- , d' ',' '1' ' hId ~ f half of others. man race, an give t lem t e ove an lear 0 

.. " "thee: Bless my relations and friends: Bless 
likewise aU those who remember me in t,heir prayers; and 
those who have desired my prayers for them. Pardon my 
enemies, and turn their hearts; and gtaht to aU whatever is 
needful, 6t profitable, either for the welfare of their bod­
ias,or the salvation. of their souls. 

, ,,' Enable me, IJord or all power, and good-
PGetd'~lObnl fo; ness, faithfully to' perform the several duties 

o s essmg. ",' • • • " 
belongmg to my station m thIS lIfe. Pro'per 

thou 'the work of my hands, and bless my honest endeav­
'ours. Guard my health and safety; and whatever I do, 
may 1 do it "heartily as to the Lord;" that I may be an 
)l~e£ul member of societ:y, and a faithful servant of Christ. 
May I jive all the day long in thy fear, under a sense of thy 
presenc~, in an humble trust in thy fartherly protection, and 
in a livdy hope of everiastingglory, through Jesus Christ. 
1lmen. 

. On Sunday morning, let what fonows betwen the hooks 
tthusJ be added, but at no other time. 

" [1 thank thee, 0 Lord, for setting apart a day for the no­
ble employment of joining with my fellow-christians in the I 
public worship and service of our great Creator and Re­
deemer. Teach me to remember this thy command; and 
to sh(!w my obedience in devoutly attending on thy worship, 
and fervently joining in the several parts of it, Let thy 
words delivered, and explained by the mouth of thy mihis­
ters, find a ready admission into my heart, and not be lost 
through carelessness, or ren}lered fruitless by the vain pur­
suits of the world.J 

o thou that hearest prayer, here these my imperfrct pe­
. petitions humbly ~resented· in thy Son's na,llle; by who,e 

, ~ 
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gospel I have been instructed, injoined, and encouraged thus 
to address thee in behalf of myself, and my fellow-creatures. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven; hallowed be thy name i 
thy kingdor:u come ~ thy will be. done in earth as i~ is in 
heaven; gIve us t1us day our dally bread; and forglv~ us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil j 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power,and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

At the conclusion of your devotions, it can never be im­
proper to add these important words of the apostle, which 
contain a summary of all the inestimable blessings which 
you have been imploring; and of all, which constitute the 
11appiness of a chri.;tian. 

2 Cor. xiii I4. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all, this day [or night] and forevermore!' Amen. 

When you arise from your kne~ be very thankful that 
God has allowed you, through the merits and intercession 
of his Son, the privilege (if prayer. Reflect seriously on 
the temper, in which you presented your addresses at the 
throne of Divine Mercy: as whether you prayed \vith un­
derstanding, sensible of your sins and wants; with ferven­
cy, with hope to succeed, and with love to your brethren'. 
Remember likewise that you live suitably to your prayers, 
a~d continue h_eavenly -minded an the day lo,ng. 

AT evening prayer be particularly watchful against drow· 
siness, and never fix the hour too late in your family, as 
they will then be unavoidably fatigued and sleepy. Go not 
thel"eflne to your knees in such a disposi'tlon, and with care­
lessness and indifference; merely out of custom, and to 
keep up the form of prayer, frequently gaping and half 
asleep; but be conscientious in this solemn duty, with an 
eye_ to the great God of he:lven and earth: always remem­
bering, that inattentive lifeless pTayer is an unacceptable of. 
fering, and all confidence in that is an abomination to the 
Most High. Consider too,' that one sentence issued from 
the heart, and sincerely aq;ompanied" by the affections, is of 
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more value than many pages carelessly read over, or the 
most complete forms inattentively repeated: Whether there­
£Ore your prayers be long, or short, keep your heaFt with all 
diljgence; -and be sure they are not shurt for want of fer­
vour. Lt;t everyone of you, when you pray, be slow in your 
utterance, and earnest in your affections: make a stop ~ 
the end of every petition, that you may ponder upon the 
inestimable worth of the blessing you implore; that it may 
. be the desire of your heart, as well as .the request of your 
tongue; and may the God of goodness .enable you, "in 
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, 
to. let your requests be made known to him.". Phil. iv.{i 

== 

A Prayer for the Evening. 

MOST gracious God, I humbly thank thee 
Thanksgiving. for having safely brought me to the conclusion 

. of this day; and for all thy past as well as 
present mercies; but above all for Jesus Christ thy Son, 
for his glorious gospel, and the hope of a far better life in 
thy eternal kingdom. 

. I acknowledge, 0 Lord, that I am a sinful 
Confession. creature; that I have made very ungrateful re-

turns to thine infinite goodness; and often 
transgressed thy commandments: For which, and for whatc 
ever sins I have this day committc:d in thought word, or 
deed, I desire to be sincerely penitent. 'if. 

Petition for 
pardon. 

Father of everlasting compassion, pardon 
for thy Soq Jesus Christ's. sake, all my sins 
both of omissioll and commission, "I have 

destroyed myself, but in him is my help !'t I rely on 
him, as my Saviour: I submit to him as my Lord; and I 
desire to comply with the reasonable, and gracious terms 
proposed in the gospel. 

"Here make a short pause for recollection, and secret confession of the 
~il15 and Jailings of the day: But a more particl1lar confes~ion milY be 
made ;;, p ivatc, eit:,er before or after prayer, as we have lime for fuller 
seli"e'A.'mi' latio.n~ 

l' i-loti, xiii~ 9. 
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Grant me1 0 Lord) the assistance of thy 

grace to supply the weakness of my endeavors, 
to reform my depraved will, and to govern all 

my affections. Preserve me from the sin ofunbe!ief in thy 
promises, and let me ever remember them, to my great and, 

Petition [Ol' 
assistance. 

endless comfort. ' 

Petition in 
behalf of 
others. 

Be merciful and gracious to the whole race 
of mankind; particularly those to whom I am 
more immediately related, as likewise to this 
family. I beg thy blessing on all those who 

pray for me; and particularly on the afHicted. Reconcile 
them, 0 Lord, to their sufferings, and all of us to thyself i 
and give them and me, whatsoever thine infinite wisdom 
knows to be necessary, both for our spiritual and temporal 
welfare. 

I commit myself unto thee, 0 God, this 
For rest and night, beseeching thee to give me rest, and to 
protection. 

keep me in safety:, Or, if my soul should be 
required of me before the morning light, receive me to thy 
mercy, through the merits and mediaj~:1ll of Jesus Christ, 
in whom thou art always well pleased. Amm. 

On Sunday evening let what follows between the hooks 
(thus] be added to this prayer, but at no other time. 

[Most gracious God, I lament, that I love tllee nO' better; 
and am grieved to think of my coldness and inattention, 
which has too of I en appeared during my attendance on the 
solemn service of this thy day. Accept of such imperfect 
offerings as I have made. Grant that I may meditate on 
thy law with' profit and delight; and that the good seed 
sown may take deep root in my heart, and bring forth abun­
dant fruits; that sO' my conversation may be such, as becom­
eth the discipline and follower of my blessed imtructor and 
master Jesus Christ. Amen.] 

o thou that heareth prayer, &c~ See Morning Prayer, 
Our Father, &c. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Chri5t~ &c. 

• THESE prayers I have divided r~g\llarly, as such divis., 
IOns may be of great use, by preserving order, and prevent-
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ing confusion in our addre'sses to God, .particularlyin re-
minding u~ of what we want, and for what we ough~ to aslf;. 
It is therefore hoped., that the sever"i heads, or divisioD$, 
will be carefully observeci and imprinted in our memories, 
with a view to which, I have i,-serttd these divisions in the 
margin on the sides of the prayers. By the blessing of God 
on the use of these means, we may be enabled in time to pur­
sue the same order and method both morning and eVening~ 
in our own words and expressions; namely, in thanksgivings 
and petitions formed ~:l\)t of our own hearts. A circum­
stance greatly to be desired, as it will bring the mind to an 
habit of regular prayer; but this can only be attained by a 
diligent use of our talents; that is to say, by devout and 
constant practice. 

The use too of these divisions, I think, may be extended 
still farther; as by this method, such as are young, may hap­
pily become ~cquaint-ed with the design, and meaning of 
what they repeat; so as more early in life t() anquire the 
inestimable habit of praying with the understanding, an~ 
p~rforming to their Creator, in their youth, a reasonable ser­
vIce. 

Nothing Can be of greater importance to your improve~ 
ment in a religious life, than turning your. morning prayers 
into questions tn the evening, to see how far you have en­
deavoured to be what you have pTayed to be. As for in­
Stance, a(ter having used the Lorcb pra.yer in the morning, 
ask yourselves these questions in thy evehing. Do I hal~ 
low God s holy name? Do I desire his kingdom of grace 
may come here, and his kingdom of glory hereafter? Do I 
desire hi·; will may. be done in me, and by me, and do lac; 
accordingly? &c. &c~ 

THERE is·a stated time of short address to the Almighty" 
when we sit down to our ,meals. Our Saviour, while on 
earth, glorified God~ by solemnly looking up to heaven, and 
blessing the loaves and fishes, before he distributed them to 
those who sat down to eat: (see Mark, vi. 41.) And St. 
Paul, though in bonds, in presence of a numerous company 
of heathens, '* would not omit this necessary duty. God 
intended we should use, with mod.eration, all his good 

~ Acts, xxvii. S/i: 
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things; but asking his blessing on them, and thanksgiving 
for them is the condition. That the most ignorant there .. 
fore may' not want proper words for this purpose, I shall 
add the following short forms. 

== 
Grace bifvre lI;[eals. 

B~E~S, 0 Lord, these thy good creatures to our use, and 
by them fit us for thy service, through Jesus Christ. Amen • 

.. Grace after 11.1 eals. 

ACCEPT our thanks, 0 Lord, for these, and all thy oth. 
er mercies, and may ,'Ie shew our gratitude by our lives, 
t.~rough Jesus Christ. Amen. 

AN address to God ought, doubtless, to be most serious 
and solemn; let me entreat you therefore to be very com­
posed and reverenlial in the discharge of this duty; since 
to perform it in a slight and n~gligel1t manner, must be 
shocking toaI! good men, and sinful before GQd; more sin­
ful, parhaps, than even the omission itself: And if he, who 
asks the blessing of, or returns the thanks to the Almighty, 
in the name of the rest, should presume to do it in an irrev­
erent manner; every one present will, I hope, remember, 
that he is as much obliged· to repeat the grace in his own 
mind as if nothing had passed at t .ble. This is easily done 
without appearing singuLr, or giving any offence, should 
you happen to be in the company of your superiors, whom 
it may not at all times be consistent with prudence to ad­
monis'h: For, in some cases, the very attempt would be pro;. 
ductive of sneer, ridicule, and perhaps profaneness. It is 
no man's duty, to give an ill timed or unbecoming repri­
mand; and it is the pwvince of reason to determine how 
fa. such admonitions are dc:cent, and likely to .do good or 
harm. 
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As little children are too often uninstructed at a time whe~ they are most 

.nsceptible of improvement, the following prayer, either morning' Or 
evening, will not, I hope be without nse. 

MERCIFUL God, and Father who art in heaven, look down, 
I beseech thee, on a helpless child. Incline my heart to re­
member, love, and serve thee, and keep me from every ,evil 
thought, word, and work. May I grow in wisdom, as I 
grow in stature, and be in favour with God and man. Make 
me dutiful to my parents, loving to my relations, obedient 
to my teachers, and always ~n a disposition to hear advice, 
and receive instruction. Keep me this day (or this night) 
from every danger, and grant all my humble petitions, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ my Saviour, in whom alone I can 
be "ccepted. 

Our Father, &c. 
The grace of our Lord', &c, 

As I cannot but be solicitous, lest anyone, (be his situa­
tion or capacity ever so mean) should be destitute of proper 
assistance for the performance of prayer: and as many 
stand in need of forms for this purpose, I have for the bene~ 
fit of such, added what I apprehended to be of the most ge­
neral use. Yet I am very sensible that no precomposed 
forms can be so compiled, as to suit the particular circum~ 
'stances of every I,man; consequently, he must, often lie 
under the necessity of doathing his own thoughts in his 
own language, when he approaches the throne of Grace; 
and_he is undoubteClly obliged (as far as he is able) to en­
deavour aft€f proper and reverential expressions; though 
it is not to be expected, that an uninstructed clown should 
pray any more than behave, with the same elegance as the 
gentlen'1an, who has had a liberal education. 

It is to be hoped, that such as are heads of families, (if' 
they have any regud to their own etennl salvation, and 
that of their domestics) will not fail to pray with them eve­
ry morning when it can be complied with, as well as every 
evening .. 

It is of small import· •. nce to us what such, or such a man 
does, or says; or wh~t.nlotiolls the world may entertain of 
outside appear;:mces. Is the gos/,e! true? If it be, (as it 
su.rely is) then the bad lives. n('gligence, or ignorance of 
others, will be no more an excuse for our disobedience l than 
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the extravag~nce of another in spending the means of his 
$ub:iist~nce, would be a rule to us, if we had been so indis­
creet as to- spend our own. 

The too general disuse therefore of family prayer. can~ 
not afrard him the least shadow of 'a pretence tocounte·, 
n,l11ce 9ur negJer::t of it. Consult the scriptures, ar.d emu­
late the heroic resoLtion vf the brave Joshua, when he 
said, even an the sUPFosi,ion of his being deserted by the 
w:'Jole nation. " As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord." Josh xxiv. J5- We will fa,ithfully retain, as .. 
sert, and adorn religion. Surely his ought to be the sincere 
re·-,olution, and constant practice of every christi"n master 
or mistr:;ss of a family. Without this, hone can reasona­
bly expect to have dutiful children, or faithful servants, not 
justly hope to have God's blessing in this world, or his fa­
vour and acceptance in that which is to come. The depravi­
ty of the world, in which we are about to enter, and the va .. 
rious temptations and dangers, which we are unable to fore-
5ee, or prevent, may well suggest to us the great propriety 
of imploring the grace, protection, and blessing of God be­
fore we go abroad; and will also afford a very strong arguD 

ment for uniting our petitions for it as a family, if provi­
dence gives us an opportunity 

It remains to be observed likewise (in order to render the 
influence of family prayer more lasting, and extensive) that 
were all the members of every family frequently and seri­
ously to recollect, that they are dai:y to join together i~ 
the solemn wor,hip of the living G04, and beg fcr each 
other the fullnes, of all heavenly blessings. the preivous and 
constant expectation of being so engaged. wo ld help to 
prevent bitter words, to suppress all instances of unkind­
ness, and to unite their hearts in love, that their prayers 
might nq/ be hindered. I Pet. iii. '7 ' 

~rid let it be recollected, on every prnper occasion, that 
to mtercede for each other, either as a family, or as a COm­

~unity in general (how little soever it 11iay how be regarded) 
1S one of the most important acts of christian charity; the 
mtans of bringing down on othe.rs blessings from on high; 
and of tilling om dwn hearts with extensive and brotherly 
love. It IS also an act of spiritual charity, which the poor­
~st.are so c~pable of exercising, that they may be even rich 
ill mterceSslOnary alms; and surely none can allow thel11.b.; 
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selves to de,piose such alms since the chietest of the a1'<1.5'" 
most earnestly and frequently solicited them.'" 

DIRECTIONS CONCERNING OUR CONVERSATION. 

Converse frequently on teiigiolls subjects,t and for that purpooe, he pat. 
ticularly careful m the choice oiyour company, and in keeping a strict 

: guard over ybur torgue. 

THAT your conversation may be edifying to yourself, and 
others, be watchful to prevent its turning on idle and im­
proper topics:. And, in order to prevent it, the best guard 
will be the introduction of some religious subjects, where 
it can be done with propriety, the particulars of which, be­
ing as numerous as those of heavenly contemplati<;m, I need 
not name. The things most worthy of your meditation, are 
mest w0Xthy of your discourse. I shall here add some cau­
tions with regard to the government of your tongue in 
general, which I must beg you carefully to observe; for, 
says St. James, "If any man pretend; to be r:ligious, and 
bridle not his tongue, that man's religion is vain. Jas. i. 26. 

"See Rom. xv. :3o.~coL i"l". 12.~I Tim. ii. 1. 

tThe foll<?wing hints wilt shew the use of writing down suitable mate­
rials fo\' conversation with the affiic!ted. As for instance: Ohserve to 
th~m, that affiictions are appointed by the wisdom and goodness of God, 
which is an argument for resignation and comfort: Remark the examples 
of Eli, Joh, and Christ:. Urge that at1lictions \are designed as blessings, 
and that (jod is out of kindness severe. If it be objected, that affiiction I 

is peculiarlv calamitous; it may be al1swered, God, the unerring GDd, 
prescribed it, and therefore it is proper. If it he enquired wha( benefits 
arise from it? Reply, that it weans us from the world, and may bring us 
to Christ, after whom, while he was on earth, not the rich and gay, hut 
the poor and a1ll.ictcc, sought, and still seek; that Christ has pardon of 
sin, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and eterIJallife to bestow; that we should 
thcri'fore be fervent in prayer: Recommend this by the examples of Dan­
iel, David, and Hannah: Assert, that prayer will not tend to deject, but 
to elevat~ the mind: Advise cheerfulness: Ohserve, that this disposition 
under misfortunes, or a release from them, is tiot to be obtaineQ by the 
visit, of worldly company, but hy fJrayer,' and consulting the scriptures, 
the treasury of comfort; that earthly friends cannot give it: Th"t 
God is both able and willing to bestow that peace which the world, and 
worldly things cannot give; a peace which surpasses all ul\gerscanding, 
and without which the greatest monarch 011 earth is an object; not of ell­
vy, but of coopassion. After the same mannec we may make memo­
r~'.ld;jms of suitable heads for cOllvef'atian on other religious subjects. 

k' 



j'>r_'f: Let the glorious naf!1C of Almighty God never be 
mentioned, unless on "",,eighty, ;md just occasions; and even 
then, let y(,ur heart alvvays be affected with the most serious 
consideration of that eternal Being before whom you speak. 
God is highly dishonoured, when his name is bandied ~o 
and fro in common conversation, without due respect of his 
incomprehensible greatness. 

Serondly: ",iVhen you speak of your ueighbour, speak all 
the good yeu kno'Vv of him truly and readily, whether he 
be friend or foe; yet alw3Ys \Kl1ind his back, rather than 
before his face. If any thing evil, or derogatory to his 
character must be published, be sure you speak not by here­
say, but according to your personal knowledge; nor even 
then, without a lawful calling, as when you are summoned 
before a magistrate' to bear witness to the truth, or when 
hurt has arisen, or may arise to others from the evil; or 
when you know of anyone, who has authority to redress it. 
In such cases, and to such persons, we ought to speak of 
the evil we know'of our neighbours, but not otherwise. To 
uncover the nakedness of ouu brethren, without a just call­
ing, is extremely unlawful, and exceedingly pernicious: It 
always begins in self love, aHd ends in contention. An 
impertment meddling in the concerns of others, is a direct 
breach of that admirable rule of the Apostle, "Study to be 
quiet, and mind your own business." (I Thess. iv. 11.)­
Aha it is well known what violent animosities, furious re­
sentments, and implacable hatreds arise from a disregard to 
it. Indeed, where you have authority, apprehend it may 
be well received, or are in any degree personally concerned, 
it will be quite proper to tell your neighbour hjmself of his 
faults. Our Lord's rule is; " If thy brother trespass against. 
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him." Luke, 
xvii. 3. 

'Thirdly: When you speak of yourself, let it be modestly, 
without vaunting, or boasting. Never praise yourself with­au: absolute necessity, or ~hen you are unjustly traduced, 
or m defence of your own mnocellce: It would, however, 
b: imprudent to speak a~y thing, which tends to your own 
dlsadvantag~, or proclarm your ?":ll faults. Let your 

. spee~h be Slllcere, honest, and edIfymg ; let it be fitted to 
the tlme, the place, the occasion, and to him, with whom 
you converse; and let it tend to the glory of God, the dis­
paragement of sin, and the defence of good men3 and go,,.' 



t1lings; and it will be an argument to others of a gracious 
heart, well store~ with wisdom, and replenished w!th virtue, 

Flee every temptation, which is likely to draw you into 
sin; and weigh well, and often, the precept given by St. 
John, as a tender father to his qear child under that beauti­
ful and expressive phrase, H Littl~ children, (too apt to be' 
pleased with every toy and trinket) keep yourselves from 
idols;" not only from those of the heathen, bllt from every 
sort which might alienate y(mr regard from God. Every­
allurement, by which the Devil entices you to sin, such a~ 
riches, honour, pleasures, company, and sensualities of any 
kind, are the several idols (toys or trinkets) which he pre~ 
sents as the objects of admiration and worship: It is just the 
same to him vlhich you take: yYhatever draws off your 
affections from God, \vill equally answer his ends. Be ever 
observant therefore of the directions here given, and then 
none of these idols can gain the ascendency in your heart, 

REMARKS ON POINTS OF CONTROVERSY, AND ON CHARITY 
TOWARDS ALL DENOMINATIONS OF CHRI,sTlANS . 

• 
I. As there are many points of controversy and specub­

tion, which frequently have been destructive of true piety, and[ 
preventive of the regular course of devotion, which I have 
described; I hope my readers will not perplex themselves 
about such points: Such I mean as relate to the counsels, 
decrees, or supernatural operatious of the Almighty, which 
He hasaot thought fit to reveal or explain in his written 
word; for~every contentious disputation about them, or cu-

Jious searching into them, may be looked on at least as the 
offspring of a vain ahd fruitless curiosity, if not suggested 
by" the tempter and enemy of mankind; and moreover 
all peremptory decisions of them, as a compound of human 
weakness, and arrogance. However important such points 
may seem to some, I am fuHy satisfied, they are of very lito 
tIe importance towards the great end of our blessed Saviour's 
coming into the world; namely, the salvation of mail;~ 
TI;is persuasion of mind is to me a preservative against all 
religious doubts; the great comfort of which, and the.hope. 
that others may reap the same invaluable benefit, make it 
necessary fOl· me to be more explicit on this subject. 
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2. I must likewise beg leave to recommend, in the strong. 

est mam.u, (what is indeed in a great measure the conse­
quence of my former position: I mean) very favourable 
thoughts of, and expreso:ions towards, those pious and sin. 
cere christians, who differ in their sentiments concerning 
the cerimonial part of religion, or any manner not expressly 
commanded, or clearly revealed in scripture. This, if not 
the, very essence of christian charity, ought, I am sure, to be 
inreparably connect(d with it, However, so far as the two 
particulars I have here mentioned may be distinguished from 
each other, I shall submit a few remarks on each, to the 
q:msideration of my readers. 

I. Firsu As to abstruse points, I freely own, that my 
daily use of the scriptures, and my steady attention to them, 
has greatly abated my regard to what is not there clearly 
revealed, or from thence manife~tly deduced; since many 
opinions fiercely contended for on one ~ide, and opposed 
with the greatest earnestness and zeal on the other, seem 
tci me (after what has, I hope, been a careful, and impartial 
examination) rather different in appearance, than in sub~ 
stance; and on the whole to be, as I have already observed, 
of very little signification, or use, in our Vl'2.y to} heaven. For 
ihese reasons I have studiously avoided whatever might lead 
to any of these peculiarities, which ban-: so unhappily div:d­
ded christians of diffi~rent denominations. The durch of 
Ch:is~ would more illustriously displajr the spirit, and con~ 
form to the n~les of its blessed founder, were these less 
~tudied or regarded. I have too often seen the understand­
ing so darkened by fYejudice in [;wour of precarious SY5.,. 

, tems, that the clearest, the mDst important" and il1\~ariable 
truths of holy writ, have been made to depend on such 
particular, and doubtful interpretations, as might best con­
duce to the support of those notions. A :l1ela~choly proof, 
t1:l~t the champions of controversy labour not so much to 
form their plan from scripture, as to WT(:st Scripture for the 
'suppor of their plqn. 

Our divine master himself has given liS an infallible rule 
for the direction of our judgment, in declaring that " the 
tree is known by its fruits;" and he has taught us by his 
.i\po'tIe, that "Faith worketh by Love." A due attention 
t.) this might certainly prevent a grcatnUl~ber of presump­
t ous inquil ks, and unnecesEary, if not unmeaning distir:c­
t ous. Fait h !Day (alas! it will) a~ord matter of COD,trover~ 
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sy: HQpe will be differently founded: but Charity (ded"ared 
the greatest, and most impor~ant of the three) can admit of 
no debate, or doubt; yet whilst we enter into curious re­
searches after, and endless dispute c about, the two former. 
how often do we disregard, and entirely lose sight of the 
latter! Thus perph;xing our minds, and souring our tem­
pers "with vain janglings," to the manifest detriment of 
that vital :lOliness, on which our peace depends; of that 
~line&s, I say, which it is the grand end of the gospel to 
prqmote; and ~hich is the only proof, th<l~ \ve actuillly are:; 
what We would be thought. 

Ye different sects, who all declare, 
Lo! h~re is Christ, or Christ is ther" l 
If re~l proofs ye mean to give, 
Slww me as cl.risliaf,'s how ye live. 

2. Secondly, as to the favourable thoughts, which I 
sincerel y entertain, and openly profess towards those, whose,­
o,_,inions are different from each other, or from my own" 
either re~ating to ceremonies, or other matters not ex. 
pressly commanded, or clearly revealed in scripture, (by 
which I more particularly mean Ihose, who in England 
conform to our ecclesiastical establishment, and those whQ 
dissent from it) I will only in a Fe~v words say, that as . 
s~ch a candid disposition ill the stat~ of imperfection, ap­
pears to me a necessary, and distinguishing characteristic of 
chri:tianity, I hope I shall always retain; and study to 
cultivate it. 

I am known to be. a member of the Church of England}' 
and think I have sufficient reasons for my adherence to it.­
I look not for perfection in any thing of mere hum:'ln insti~ 
tution: I am not taught by her to expect it in her own in~ 
stituti.ons, or decisiolls.-No !-Permit me to mention it 
to her honour, that in her articles" She acknowledges the 
holy Script\lres to be the only ruleof FJith ;- does not ar­
rogate to herself infallibility':-nor pranolJl1ce as 1:\opelesG, 
reprobate, and damned, those who are not within her pale.'" 
On these principles is founded my invariable attachment to 
the established church; which whilst I profess in thls publk 
m:mner, ,I scrupk not at the same time to dcclare~ th2t in 
Good will, Love and Charily, I account myself, and de~ire 
to be accounted the Fellow-l\lember and Brother of every 
re::l Christian; by w hirh I -,.'ould b:= under stood to mean 
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the candidlY re~gious, and truly good of aU denominations. 
Let us not forget the reprimand given by St. Paul to the 
Censurer, in these divine Vlords, "For who art thou that 
judgest another Man's Servant? One Man esteemeth one 
day above another :-Another esteemeth every day alike­
Let every man be fully persuaded in his o\vn mind. He 
that regarneth not the day, to the Lord lie doth not regard 
it. And we shall all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ." Rom. xiv. 4. 

But are we obliged to comply with all tenlpers, or pe­
culiarities cont.'ary to order, and to our own maturest judg­
ment? ']: answer-By no means,-I highly honour Piety 
and Virtue; ao-d I mo~t sincerely pity Enthusiasm, Error, 
lind Prejudice, wheresoever they appear; Yet when I ~p­
prehend that these concur, as they too often do, in the same 
persons, I would no more conform to thcOir ideas of public 
worship, or be incorporated with them, than I would make 
them the subject of scoffs and ridicule: And whilst \yh3.t I 
look upon as an error in judgment, is the object of my com­
passion, not of my resentment, it shail. by the grace of 
God, beiny constant endeavour, as it is clearly my duty, 
u if it be possible, and as much as lieth in me, to live peace­
ably with aU men." Rom. xii. 18. 

AN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION. '* 

or SELF-EXAMINATION. 

A Prayer btfore SeV-E,mmination. 

o T~~OU great searcher of hearts, who seest and knowest 
an my \;~ns; help me so to search every secret of my heart, 
that I r:i;J.)' leave no sin, if possible, unrepented of. Give 
me grace so impartially to judge and condemn myself, so 
humbly!' to repent and beg pardon, that! may not' be COllo 

"This bffice and the following prayers, and all the prayers in this hook 
whose all>thors' names are not give)}, are from" a New Manual of De'Vo~ 
[ion, in three parts," or from books published bv the Society for pro. 
mating Christian Knowledge. <, 
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demned, when I shall appear at thy tribunal, in the great 
and terrible day of the Lord Jesus. 

But, alas !. after the most strict examination we can make, 
. who can number his iniquities? Who can tell how oft he 
offendtth? Cleanse me, therefore, 0 Lord, I beseech thee, 
not only from my presumptuous and known sins, but from 
\'Ill secret and unknown transgressions, for his sake, who 
died for sinners; Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

_~otives to E,t'arrjination j together 'l£:itlt some Rules 
to be observed therein. 

Having devoutly prayed for God's assistance, doubt not 
but he will vouchsafe it you. And the better to dispose 
your heart to the duty of self-axamination ; 

Consider seriously with yourself, ,. That it is appoiNted 
for all men once to die, and after death to be call~ to Judg­
m~nt. That God hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ. At whose 
coming, all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall 
give an account of their own works: And they that have 
done good, shall go into life everlasting; and they that have 
done evil, into everlasting fire: For the books shall be open­
ed, and the. dead shall be judged out of the things written in 
those books according to their works. And then consider 
how much, how nearly it concerns you to judge yourself 
before that time, that you be not judged, that is, condemn. 
ed of the Lord. 

" Since then you must give an a~ount of yourself, of all 
your thoughts, words, and actions; and be acquitted or 
condemned at the last day, according as they have been con. 
formable to the law of God, or not; with what serioumess. 
with what sincerity. and religious awe ought you to set 
about this great work? so that by comparirJg your life with 
the law of God, you may perceive wherein you have done 
amiss, and heartily.repent of your sins; :md by the grace 
of God, ·resolve to lead a new life; in all things conform­
ing yourself to his holy will and pleasure, and then you 
shall not be condemned of the Lord. 

" Again: Consider with yourself, that now is the time 
of salvation: that Py the use of these rneall& of grace, you 
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~,1ay get an opportunity of reconciling yourself to your of~ 
fended God; of doing the work you are sent to do ; and Gf 
making yourself capable of salvation; which you know not 
how soon may be taken from you. 

"And that this consideration may have the better effect 
upon you, imagine yourself a while in the other world, 
among separate and departed spirits, whose season and op­
portunity of action is over; upon whom the sun of grace, 
as well as natural life, is gone down, and that night come, 
in which' no man can work; who are either happy or mis~ 
crable for ever. 

€( Consider with yourself seriously the cOhdition of I these 
spirits. ,,,hat thoughts and sentiments they have of things, 
what they think of a slnfr>!, and what sense they have of a 
holy and religious life; what inward rejoicings they have, 
\vho were so wise and happy, as to apply themselves to vir­
tue and piety: and how do they now justify and approve of 
their conduct, blessing and adoring the graee and goodness 
of Go~. And what anguish, rage, self-condemnation, and 
regret, those return upon themselves, who lived and indul­
ged themselves in sin and wickedness! How do they Ul1-

wish all their past thoughts and actions, their designs and 
undertakings, their business and employments, their pleas­
ures and their friendships, their vain conversations, and 
their meny meetings, their jests on religion, and upon good 
men, yea, and their very beir!g: too: I say h'-)w dothey un­
'Wish all these things; how passiomte1y do they wish again 
for those opportunities which they once had, but can never 
again recover; and which you now have, but ;)re too aptto 
misspend and trifle :1W3Y: m,t conSidering thi~ li.fe is the 
only opportunity for transacting the great affair of etfTnitn 
and that though it is now in your power to be heppy, yet it 
'will not be always so; for your day wiil end, and your night 
will come. And therefore, it highly concerns you, to employ 
the present time well, and to work 'whilst it is called to day, 
before the night cometh, when no man can work. Con­
Eider seriously of these things, and, by lhe gr,-ce of God, 
they will work upon your heart, and make it more hum. 
ble, more considerate, more disposed for rerentance and 
devotion and more susceptible of divine impressions. 

2dly: "After you have so 100ig considered of these things, 
as to b~ affected -witl;1 them, set yourself as in the presence 
Qf almIghty God(who knoweth all things, and carefully C~ 
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amine into the state and condition of your soul. For which 
purpo".e you may U5e the heads of examination that follow, 
or such other as you find better suited to your condition: 
and where you find you have offended God, you ought 
sorrowfully to conress and bewail your having so done, and 
re,;nlve by his grace to amend for the future ... 

" For you are to consider, examination is in order to at~ 
tain a true and distinct knowlelge of yuurself, and the ac-

• tions of your past life; and especially to bring your sins to 
remembrance, with all their aggravating eirc' Imstances : ·so 
that considering the folly of them, and the evil consequence 
thereof, you may be brought to a hatted and abhorrence of 
them; to a hearty sorrow for them, and thorough purpose 
of forsaking tl~em. And moreover, examination is in order 
to recollect what temptation~ have u5ually prevailed on you~ 
l\ud to consi&r before~hand, whether the ~ame, or what oth­
er, are, or may be most liable to prevail, so that you may 
arm YOllrself against tl\em by holy resolutiom, and watchful­
ness, and circumspection; and also to try the temper and, 
disposition of your mind and heart, whether you are so re- ! 

signed, contented, and humble, and have 5ueh love and" 
charity, and such other holy diO'positions, as the gospel re) 
quire~; that if you I'l.ave not, you may end~avour, by thq 
assistance of God's grace, to attain them: and also may 
take up such holy resolutions, that every thought (so far a~ 
human infirmity will admit) may be brought into subjectiol1 
to the will of God. And when you have in some measu:e 
attained to newness of life, you may endeavour to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chris~! 

" I say, self-examination is in order to bring you toJa true 
and sincere repentance; by which I do not mean, a wrrow 
for ,sin only. but also an entire change of mind; and an. 
eff~ctual reformation of life; so as hereafter to I deny all 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,/ighteous­
ly, and godly in this present evil world;' not allo\ving your­
self in the continuance of any known sin; but sincerely 
practising whatsoever you shall understand to be your duty; 
and to 'bring forth fruits meet for repentance' by ceasing 
'#0 do evil and lrarning to do g90d: That is, in short, to live 
a holy life, which consists in a constant and persevering 
obedience to all the commands of God, in a gospel sense; 
(allowing for human weaknesses and imperfections) which 
I take to be the proper meaning the holy scriptures give of 

S 



reperltance, and upon which only there is any promise of" 
salvation. 

" When therefore you have o.refully examined yourself, . 
and (as it may be proper) set down in writing what ~ins you 
fiud you have committed, and ~hat dutie~ you, have neg .. 
leeted; consic.ler them in all theIr aggra~atmg Clrcumstan~. 
ces; whether they have been done against the checks of 
conscience, against the motions of God's Holy Spirit, and 
perhaps some of them frequently, and against your resoluQ 
tions to the contrary. But there may be yet greater aggr. 
vations of sin; namely, ~hen the sinner has committed it so 
often, and lived in it. so iong, that it is become. habitual or 
customary, to him; and instead of being ashamed and con.;. 
founded for it, he makes a mock at it; and not only takes 
pleasure and delight, but boasts and glories therein. The 
necessity of considering tne several aggravations of our sins, 
appears from hence, because the circumstJlnces we were in; 
when we committed such or such a sin, may not a little en­
bnce and increase our guilt; and a sin attended with many 
aggravating circumstances in the. commission thereof, re­
quires a proportionable degree cf sorrow and humiliation, 
in order to our forsaking it, and obtaining pardon for it. 

"This being dorie, endc?vour to possess your mind with i;1 
~el\se of the great evil of sin; how contrary it is to God's hoIi~ 
l\GS~, to his will, to his commands, his gO(Jdnes c

, his justice, and 
e\p~ially to the great mystery of gOI :liness; how contrary 
al~? \t is to man, to his reason ~!;d conscience, to his inward 
pe~e\and satieJJction, and to his intere:,t temporal arid spir'.. 
!tu'll present and future; that this is the only evil, which 
was tM)lght worthy of the Son of God to deliver us from, 
who die? to redeem u, from the bondage of sin and Satan. 

"Endeavour to keep a constant remembrance of these 
things in your mind; for they will be of great use to you, 
not only to lead you to a true repentance for what is past, 
but prevent your falling into sin for the tuture. 

" It will be impossible to give such directions for the 
perf,)rmance of this duty, as will be proper for all persons; 
those who have led wicked lives, and have for a long time 
put off repentance, have to be sme a great account to make 
up; a~~ therefore must spend the more time and pains in 
reco~ClIIng themselves, considering their past lives, and 
f?r~lTIg good resolutiom. Those that began their duty be­
~inesJ and who; by the grace of God, have been kept in then:. 
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youth from. contracting vicious habits, or committing any 
grc;at sins, have less to do, when they set about this duty ~ 
nevertheless, self-examination, &c. being a duty so often and 
so plainly taught by God in holy scriptur', who best knew 
the nece,sity and advantage of it; no one that is a christian, 
~ught to neglect it, or perform it slightly. . 

" When you examine yourself, let it be chiefly about your 
willful sins, and sins 'of commission; and be not over scru­
pulous, either to accuse yourself of sin you never commit­
ted, or to reckon up all your infirmities; for that' would 
render your examination endless and impracticable; and 
though you may doubt whether you have committed, others 
you may fear you have forgotten, yet be not discouraged; 
for when you have acted honestly and sincerely, rest satis­
fied; it being all that religion requireth: But what sins you 
cannot recollect and find out, so as particularly to confess 
and bewail, you ought to conclude under a general repen­
tance for whatsoever you have done amiss; and to pray that 
God woqld cleanse you from your secret faults. 

"When you have once thoroughly examined your life, 
you must not think your work is at an end; but must fre­
quently exercise yourself therein; and the oftener you do so, 
the m()re easy and delightful you will find it. At such times 
~t may not he necess"ry that you should examine your whole 
life with that strictness you did at first; but chiefly cxamin,e 
},o.ursel£, how you have kt:'pt your good l't:solutions, wba't: 
progress you have made in a religious course of life, and 
wllat sins of commission ot:, o~nissifJn you have been guilty 
of since your l,ast examinatioI1, a1l(1, how you come to fall into 
them; what the temptations, what the circumstances and 
oc casions; that you may arm yourself against tht;m, and :0,0 

;l,V9iJ them for the tiHle to. come." , 

---~ ----
Short heads rfEJ.'amination for e'oery Evening. 

THAT your whole life m:ty, be more c;onformable to the 
gospel of jesus Christ, by wflich we mmt be judged; :md 
tha~ you lllay have less to do, when you set a time apart for 
n:'.J\'c sokml1 examin.ltion, it has been advised by wise and 
~ood mEn, t111t we shoultl every evening put some ·,uch 
u.I:,~~ti')q~· J8 til,:"!:: to ourselves) Y.'hich.are chidly trall3cribed 
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lOut of that excellent book, entitled, !C A Companion for 
the Festivals and Fasts of the Church," by R. Nelson, Esq. 

Ho~ have I spent the day past? What sins have I com· 
mitted? 

Have I performed my morning devotions? and how? 
Have I resigned myself to the all-wise government and 

disposal of God i to be ordered and ruled by him, and to do 
or sutter his will ? ~ 

Have I conversed with candour, affability, and sinceriy? 
Have I kept at a distance from detraction slander, and 

{:vil-spraking ? 
Have I had sufficient care in my commendation of others, 

so as to tive no encouragC'ment to any evil practice? 
How bave I employed or improved my time? 
'With what honesty and fidelity have I discharged the 

affairs in which I have been engaged? 
, If I have diverted myself, "have I done it innocently, and 
in such a manner and measure as is suitable to my christian 
,profession? 

Have I been'guilty of any excess in eating, or drinking, 
or sleep? 

What mercies have I received? How thankful have I 
been, and am I, for them? VThat teil1Ptatiqns have I re-
sisted ? • 

What ground have I got of the sin that doth most easily 
:beset me? 

How have I ~overned my passions? Have I not been too 
~asily provoked Dy little accidents which daily happen? 

What opportunities have I had of doing good? and how 
have I improved them ? ~ 

What opportunities have I had of discouraging evil, and 
how have I opposed it? 

« To these questiDns, you may add such others a~ you 
find useful. If you recollect the whole of the time of the 
day ~rom you~ rising (for which a few miflutes before your 
evemng devotIOns will suffice) yeu will very easiiy be en­
abled to answer the precedrilg questions; and when you, 
~ave done this, you m.ust heartily beg God's pardon for :my 
SinS you have been gmlty of and shew yourself thankful [or 
those blessings, respecting either this o. another life, ,,,,hich 
he hath bestowed on you. 



~, SOIJ/e have written down the sins they have been guilty 
of, that they might again humb),e themselves at the time of 
-their more solemn humiliation; which may be farther use. 
ful : for bycof!1paring one time with another, you will bet= 
ler discern the amendment of your life, and growth in-ehris4 
tian virtue; but for the usefulness and expediency of this 
method, every person is left to judge for himsdf." 

For more heads of examination for a time of particular­
devotion see the Office for the Holy Communion. 

A Prayer, consisting if conftssion if sins, and im= 
ploring pardo~ and grace, which may be used in 
our preparation for the Sacrament, or at any otlz.. 
er time qf extraordinary devotion. 

o MOST great and glorious Lord God, just and terrible in 
thy judgments to all obstinate and rebellious sinners, but 
of infinite mercy to such as truly repent, and turn untG 
thee: look down, I beseech thee, with the eyes of mercy» 
upon me, who now present myself L fore thee, acknowledg­
ing that I am nor worthy to lift up n,y eyes to the throne of 
thy glorious majesty. 0 Lord, my sins are so many and 
so gr~at, that it is owing to thy i.nfinite goodness and mer~ 
cy, that I have now an 0tlportunity of humbling myself l>(,~ 
fore thee, and begging mercy for my soul, which, I COIl'" 

fess has greatly sinned against thee. 
I acknowledge, 0 my God, that thou hast, by innumerable 

instances, manifested thyself to b<; a n:cost kind and indulgent 
Father; but alas! I have abused thy goodness, and made very 
ungrateful returns for thy exceeding kindnes$and mercy. 
Instead of loving and delighting in thee, and paying thee a 
filial and cheerful obedience, I find in myself many times a 
great proneness to offend' thee, and a great backwardness 

"and indisposition to do those things which thou requirest 
of me. ~ 

o Lord! I lament and bewail the corruption of my na­
ture,_ most sorrowfully conf~ssing before thee, that I have 
too great a .iI;:sire afta the things of this world; too great 



"fondnesG for the profits and pleasures of it: and though 
I :lm fully persuaded, that it is my happiness and privilege, 
as well as my duty, to love and serve thee, yet I am very 
apt to forget thee, and to grow careless and remiss in that 
{ireat and important work, which thou hast given me to do. 

o my God! I confess with sorrow that this world hath 
taken such hold of my affections, that I l1<;irher love thee, 
serve thee, nor obey thee, as I ought to do ~ my devotion 
$0 thee is many times cold and languid; my prayers are full 
of \vanderings, deadness, and destractions, ~nd the very be&t 
of my reli,;ious dutits are accompanied with so many fail­
ings and il~lperfcctjol1s, that I have great cause to humb~e 
myself befure thee. 

. . " How greatly, 0 God, have I offended 
• Thl5 " to he n- the:~ hy hlst ;wd intemperance by peevi~~-

TlCd 01" Ofm (ted, as ' .' . , 
everyone sees fit. ness, passIOn, and anger, by covetousness, 

and ambition, by pride and envy, by prejudice 
and ill-will towJrds my neighbol,H, by munnuriug and re­
pining at the disp',mations of thy providence, and by an un­
w:llingness to resign mysdf to thy di3pos:J.! in all things? 
H0\7;r fr'cq'"ently have I violated my baptismal engagements, 
by preferring the vanities of this wicked world before thy 
f!vour, and by s.dfering my heart, which has been so often 
dedicated to thy service, to be brougl1t under the bondig~ 
2nd dominion of sin and folly?" 

And what shall I n.ow SJY unto thee, Q thou preserver 
of men! 0 Lord, I have no hope h7clt in thy mercy and the 
infinite merits of my de;Jr red~C11,1er : and if thou reject me, 
I am lost and undone for ever, But, thou compassionate 
"over of souls! \vho J;~nowest whereof we are made, and re.­
rncmberest that we are but dust, turn not thy face from mG, 
nor cast thy servant a\ll:2.Y in displeas\1re; let the interces­
t>ions ef thy beloved $011 prevail in my behalf, and for the 
sake ef his mcr;tori:,ll; death and passion, for aU that he has 
C:on~, at,d all that he h2S suffered for me, have mercy upon 
rne; pardon and f)Tgive, I llV)f,t earnestly and unfeigncdly 
b,eseech thee, all the ,inr, and follies.of my life past, which 
arc me,': t11an I can number, and e-rear<:r than I am able to 
lY~r ; Jlld .moTc especiaily"O m~ G~d, by not to my clnrge. 
[Here d~;]m may be n;'mecl prtlcuLrs.J U dcmse me from 
a;l my sec~eL :md ud:nown tLlllsgressiol1s, and VClUd'SJfe, 0 
n:ercifu~ ]l3~her, t~ he reconciled to me, "\vho am sorry for my 

, 5lTI3, ,1l1(1 6fJt:ycd tb,lt I have oJkuckd thee, ~~ny mos~ gr,\ciol1s 
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Lord and master, to whom I owe all the returns o£ iove and 
duty that can possibly be paid by a creature to his Creator,; 

o Lord, leave not my sins to be punished in the clay of thy 
fierce anger; (for who cai1 dwell \vi;h everlasting burnings! 
who is able to abide the fury of tllY wr:lth !) but spare me, 
o most mighty God, and merciful Saviour; and grant that I 
may never fall into those evils, which inJ sins have jusHy 
deserved. Thy pr6perty is always to have mercy; to thee 
only it appettaineth to forgive sin: 0 tum away thy anger 
from me, who meekly acknowledge my vileness, and trt,lr 
repent me of my faults, and do now unfeignedly turn unto 
thee, with full purpose atJd resolution of heart tcj serve thee 
faithfully, and to make;, it the great care and endeav()ur o£ 
my life to please and obey thee; 

o Lord! there is nothing that I desire so much, as t() be 
of the number of thy faithful and obedient servants; Thy 
favour is better than life itself; thy service is the most per .. 
feet freedom. 0 enable me, by the assi:-,tance of thy bless­
ed Spirit, to forsake all my sins, and to reform whatever 
has been amiss in the temper and disposition of my mind,or 
ih any of the actions of my life. Open thou mine eyes. 
that I may see the vileness 'and deformity, as well as danger 
of siB; that I may fly from all appearance of evil, and 
... tlth an unwearied diligence follow after and pursue the 
things that ma!,e to my everlasting peace. Grant, that for 
tj1e time to come I may live only unto thee, in an awful fear 
of thy great name, an~ a constant regard to thy blessed will, 
keeping always a conscience void of offence, both towards 
thet, and all men, 

Give me grace to spend my time religiously, soberly, and 
usefully, in the subduing my passi,)ns, mortifying my cor­
rup't inclinations, and in the practice of all those duties thou 
requirest of me; that when thou shall think fit to take me 
out of this s~ate of trial and temptation here, I may b.~ re­
ceived into that IJlessed kingdom, where all tears shall b~ 
w;ped from rr.y eyes, aad sin and death shall be no more. 
Grant this, 0 merciful Father', through the merits and for 
the sake of thy Son, and my 0111y Saviour, Jesus Christo 
4!nCll, . 
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Some short Prt(ljers, prnJ7er to be user! for fhe en~ 
forcing; our HC(lj Resoluti(jns, and for the assis. 
tance qf God's grace, tv enable us to perform 
them. 

Y. 0 LORD Jesu! I.[live thee my body, my soul, my sub. 
ttance, my friends, my liberty, and my life; dispose of me, 
and of all that is mine, as it seemeth best to thee, and to 
the glory of thy holy name. Amell. 

n. L~)RD, I am not no'Vv mine, but thine; therefore 
claim me as thy right; keep me as thy charge, and love me 
a5 thy child: Fight for tne .... vhen I atn assaulted; heal me 
when I am wounded; artd revive me when I am fainting . 
.limm. 

III. 0 GOD who knowest us 1:0 be set in the miqst of so 
many and great dangers, that by re"son of the weakness of 
lOur nature, we cannot always stand upright; look, I be. 
!'leech thee, with pity and cOrilpassion, upon my frailties ami 
infirmities; and grant m~ such health of body, and sounde 
neSS of mind, that both in soul and body. 1 may evermore 
sen'e thee with all my strength and might, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. .A men. 

IV. GRANT me, 0 gracious Lord, a pure intention of 
hec..rt. and a steadfast resolution to despise all vanity; to 
tight the battles of the Lotd manfully, against the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil; to spend my time religiously and 
usefully; to walk always as in thy presence; to preserve 
my body and soul in holiness, fit for the habitation of tIre 
Spirit of God. Amen. 

V. 0 LOR D, increase in me faith and devotion; replen. 
ish my heart with all goodness, and of thy great mercy 
kepp me tn the same. Give me a peaceable spirit and a 
quiet life; a sober, patient, understanding, and religious 
heart; a soul full of devotion to do thee service; and do 
thou make my service acceptable to thee while I live, and 
my soul ready for thee when I die. Amen. 

VI. 0 LORD, make me humble to my ~uperjors, and 
friendly to my equals; thankful to my benefactors; kind 
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**** to my relations, and loving and charitable to aU men, eveft 
my enemies. Make me .gentle,. and, easy to be in treated) 
slow to anKer, ~n.d readily admonished; fully prepared, and 
thoroughly furnished for every good word and work. Ilmel1# 

.. VII. b ,LO~D, giv.e; me spiritual wisd6:'n, that I may 
dlscern wnat IS pleasmg to thee, and follmiv what belongs 
unto my pc::ke; ,and let the knowledge and peace of God, 
and of Jesus Christ our I"otd, be my guide and my protec .. 
tion all the days bf my life. Amen. 

VIII. To the King eternal, immortal, invisible, and 
only wise God, who is the ever-blessed and adorable Trine 
hy, be all honollr and glory, thanksgiving and praise, DOW' 
and for evetin6re. A71!e1~. 

A Concluding Prayer. 

lkEssED be thy naftle, o Lord, forthe opportunity tholl 
hjlst this day vouchsafed me of humbling myself befere thee. 
Pardon, I most humbly beseech thee, all my failings, and. 
defects at this time, the wanderings of my prayers, the 
c'oldness of my affections, and the disproportion of my re­
pentance to the heinousness of those sins which I have 
committed. 0 let thy mercy and goodness supply what is 
wanting in me, and be thou graciously pleased to pity my 
v/eakl1esses, and forgive my infirmities, through,the merits, 
and for the sake of thy beloved Son, and my only Saviour, 
Jesus Christ the righfeous; to whom with thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory a$cribed, . now and for 
evermore. Amen. 

Another Prayer to be used bifore Self-Ea:amination .. 
(Altered a little from Mr. Nelson.) 

ALMrCHTY God, th,e great searcher of hearts, who knOWd 
est all our secret thoughts, nothing being hid from thine all­
searching eye; dispose me frequently to examine my spirit­
u:tt character and state, and to compare my a.ons with the 
rule of thy laws, that t10thing contrary to thy holy will 
may ever find a settled abode in my soul. . Teach 1M so to­
consider my v/ays, that I may turn my feet to thy testimQ­
Jlies. G~nt that I may so i~partial1y judge and COl}.deron 

~. 
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myself, that I may not be condemned at thy awful tribunal. 
Let not self.:-Iove deter me from the faithful examination of 
my, soul. But do thou, 0 Lord, discover to me my sins 
and guilt; humble me under a sense of them; and dIspose 
me sincerely 'and heartily to renounce all the sms and follies 
whereby I have provoked thy wrath and indignation. May 
I earnestly solicit thy pardon and forgiveness, through the 
,merits of Jesus Christ the Son of thy love. And may I, 
by prayer and watchfulness, stand on my guard agains,t 
temptation, and secure the protection of thy grace, which 

, only can keep me from falling, and present me faultless beD 
fore the presence of thy glory, through Jesus Christ, my 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

The Convinced Sinnet'" sPrayer. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

HEARKEN to the voice of my cry, my King and my God, 
for unto thee will I pray'; but wherewithall shall I appear 
before the Lord, and bow myself to the most high God, 
whose holy laws I have broken, and whose just displeasure 
I have incurred, I acknowledge my transgression, 0 Lord, 
and my sin is ever before me. . My iniquities are gone over 
my head as a sore burden; they are too heavy for me to 
bear; when thou with rebukes doth chasten me for iniquity~ 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth. 
My sin now has found me out; and that which once I 
thought too little to be repented, seems now too great to be 
pardoned. I flattered myself in my own eyes, till my ini~ 
quity is found to be hateful. I thought I was rich, and in­
creased with goods, and had need of nothing; but nowl find 
that I am miserable, and wretched, and poor, and blind, and 
naked; so that there is nothing but disorder and ruin in my 
soul. I have undone myself; but to work my own recov. 
ery I have no sufficiency. 0 how wicked have I been to 
allow myself .in the way and mind which is enmity against 
God! How Ignorant, yet how confident! How vile, yet 
how arrogant! In what need of mercy, yet how unmerci. 
f~l! . How si~ful~ yet how impenitent! How bold in the 
SInS where conSCIence reproved me, but how cold in the 
c~a~se where the ~pirit er:couraged me! 0 the spoils, and. 
rums., and desolations whIch my sins have made in my soul! 
How have they darkened my mind, perverted my will, de .. 
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faced my affections, disordered my passion$, hardene!1my 
heart, and drawn it away from my most good ever bfessed 
God, to cleave unto the things displeasing in thy sight, and 
destructive to my soul. 

There is no hiding any thing from thee, the infinite God'~ 
who fiUest heaven and earth. What shall I say unto thee, 
Lord? I scarce know how to abase myself enough. 0 woe 
is me that I have done so foolishly and wickedly! Whither 
shall I betake myself, when against thee, 0 Lord, I have sO 

sinned, and done such evil in thy sight! Thou art the offend$ 
ed Majesty, out of whose reach I cannot escape, and under 
whose judgments r can never be able to bear up. A guilty 
consciousness makes me afraid to come unto thee; yet I 
know there is nothing but cer~ain destruCtion to k~ep away 
from thee; and though there IS no peace to the WIcked s'o 
continuing, yet if the wicked forsake his way, and the un .. 
righteous man his thoughts, and return to the Lord, thy 
promise then, 0 God, is to' have mercy upon him, and 
abundantly to pardon. I have none to seek to for remedy 
against my sins, but unto the just and holy God, against 
..yhom I have grievously sinned; and how shall I stand in 
thy sight, 0 Lord, who hatest and condemnest the work of 
darkness, and the workers of iniquity, whose wrath against 
sin burns as deep as hell, and as long as eternity. 

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majesty! and I 
have no hopeful prospect in looking any way, but to thy al­
mighty power, thy superabounding grace, and thy ever-en­
during mercy, who at the lowest can r<lise. and at the worst 
art able to relieve us. Nothing is too hard for thee to ac­
complish; the most wn'tched case is not past thy cure; 
though our sins be as scarlet, thou canst make them as white 
as snow, though they be red like crimson, thou canst make 
them as wool; yea, thou hast found a ransom, and laid help 
upon one mighty and abJe to save to the uttermost all that 
come to God by him. If Ihlld not sinned, I had no need 
of such a Redeemer; but they were sinners whom he Came 
to save;' and therefore, to the Lord Jesus 11001<; with the 
desire of my soul to find a healing for this sinful soul of 
minl:, in the precious blood of his cross. 0 good God! 
when my sins cry to thee for vengeance, be thou plellsed 
to hear his blood and merits pleading and interceding for 
my S()\t!, and speaking better things in my behalf th<ll1 I am 
able tv do for myselt in all my pr~lyers, 
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B~ho1d} 0 11;lerciful, Lot:d, a miserable object, on, WJ11qn. 
to glorify thy power and compassion, thy w~nderful work, 
indgreat salvation. 0 s]?eak death to my s~ns that my soul, 
may live, and for ever bless thy name. 'fl,lrn ~,way thy fac~ 
f~om my sins, and blot out all l:ny iniquities. for thy 
name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon my siil, for it is great; 100. 
great for any b1,1t the God of infinite goodness and love ever 
\0 di,scharge me from. 0 magnify thy all-suffi,ciency to 
help me oU,t of this my woeful mi~ry. Mak,e the happy 
proof upon my poor soul, how great things worthy of God 
thou canst do; that ',,,,here sin h:lth abouD,ded, thy grace" 
.may m1,1ch more abo\J,nd. Ret~unjO Lord, del~v~r my soul; 
o save me for thy mercy's sake; S~ve 1,11e from the guil~ 
and power, and cux:se of aU my sins. Alld thou, Lordthat 
lmowest how to, deliver, m;:ke me some. way to escape ou~ 
of the desperate straits and perplexities i.nto which ITly sins 
have cast me, that my iniquities may not hang UPOI;' m[, to, 

. be my ruin; but that they may b.etakenaway ar;d forgiv­
en, arid w2shed out with the b~ciod of Jesus <;;:hrise. 0 turn 
thou me, 1,ord God of r:ny salV<ltion, and! shall be t'lrned, 
from my s;,ns. and from this presen~ evil "yorld, mOre tEree.., 
tually and fully to thy blessed self. 0 give m,e such con­
viction as may end in sal 110. cQnversion; and let m,e expe­
flence in myself that gqce of God which bringd;h salva:­
tion I want thy grace, O.Lord ;, al1d wan\ it I 5h8,11 for ever, 
if thou be not pleased to look gr?ciously upon me in my 
blessed Redeemer. But f"GU will never h:wt the lcss, hm,v 
rn ,ch soever thou br:?stowe~t; and ~hO\l canst not bc:stow . 
'thy grace upon, ~ny one that more needs it, 0 God of an' 
gr~ce that ktepest' mercy for: thousand~, hast thou not a 
1:J1essing for me? a spicitu:d heavenly ol::ssing?, For thy 
dear ~011, my only Saviour S sZlke, L:t me ilnJs'..:,ch tLlCe 

in thy sight, 0 get tlle~ evcrLotil~:; I;lory in so Lvoui'ing 
the unworthy: that whatever I w li;~' 0 deny me no, tha~ 
saying grace which, t1lOut;h a pre~ious treasure that I am, 
b.old to ask, yet it i~ not too greitt or good for the God infi­
nitely great and good tv give. 0 do thJt '~'ork of thy grace; 
thOl:oughly upon my heart, for which I m;iY h",C ca;,s~, ,;) 
glonfy thy name fo.r evermor~., ;111:01, ' 



.dPraye>: to be used by one newly a'li:qkened to ({;. 
Sertse qf tl/IC Di'cine Life. . 

(From Mr. Whitefield.) 

o ALMIGHTY and everlasting Father, wbo in the begin .. 
~ljng sp,ake and it was done, :;"ying, Let there be ligh~ and 
there was light. 0 ~ost "dorable Redeemer, who ,;('hen 
.Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit was revealed as the see<\ 
Qf the woman, and did,t in the fullness of time, die an ae; 
cursed death to save us from the guilt and power of au); 
sins, and thercby brcak the serpent's head., 0 blessed and 
eternal Spirit, who didst once move upon the face of the 
great dtcp, who didst overshadow the blessed virgin, who 
diebt descend on the Son of God at his bapti'Sm; anc.\ 
didst come down after his assension in fiery tongues upon 
the heads of each of his apo,;tles. 0 holy blessed and glo .. 
rious Trinity, three persons and one God, by whose consul ... 
tation we \v ~re first made, and into whose name we ' have 
o.,en again bptizcd Accept of my humble and hearty 

. sacrifi,ce of ~rJi,se and thanksgiviug for ca lling me out of 
darkness into thy marvelous light; for quickening me when 
dead in trespasses and sino, and moving upon the face o,f 
my polutcd a11d disordered soul. 

Thou hast p,omised, 0 Lord, that thou will not quench 
the sm'laking flax, or break the bruised reed. And tho~ 
ha,t told, liS that thy Holy Spirit should he in us 0\ well of 
water, springing up unto eternal life. Finish therefore, 1 
peseech thee, the good work begun 'in my soul, and nov~­
thou hast caike! me, never let me turn away from thee. 

With shame and confusion of bee, 0 Lord, I confess I 
<1m unworthy of all thy mercies. For I have long since done 
~e5pite to the Spirit of Grace, cru~ifi_ d the 00n of God 
afresh, and put him to open shame. B: t do thou, who art 
~ich in mercy to all that call upon thee in faithfulm;ss, f0r­
gi\(c me \\:"hat is past'. and gram that I may from hence for., 
ward work oU,t my salvatIOn with fcar and trembling, since 
thou hast so graciol,lsly \\'rol>ght in me both to ",ill and to 
~o after thy g09d p,leasl,lre. 

o make me teachable like a little child. Convert my soul 
anti bring it lo,\'. Grant I may be wiDing to learn wha,t 
thing; ~ ought to do, and also may have power sufiicicntly 
t,o fullil the; saJ.l1e, Stn:ngthen lhc, l. Qescech ~ht:e, by the 
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Holy Spirit, to cut of! a right hand, tg pluck out a .right 
eye, lay aside every weight, especially the sin that doth most 
easily beset me; to forsake father and mother, brethren 
and sisters, yea, and my own life also, rather than not be 
thy disciple. 

o suffer me not to deceive my own soul by a partial re. 
formation. Search me and try me, and examine my heart, 
and let no secret un mortified lust or passion ever keep me 
from life everlasting. Lord, I am not my own. Thou hast 
bought me with the price of thy Son's most precious blood. 

rl hou hast often required, and 10! I now give thee my 
heart, to the best of my knowledge, without secretly keep­
ing back the least part. For whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and what is there on earth that I can desire in com~ 
parison of thee! 

o mould me into thy own most blessed image, my Lord 
and my God. Fill me with thy grace here; fit me for tby 
glory hereafter. Even so, Lord Jesus. Amen and Amen. 

A Prayer for Abstinence and Mortification during 
Lent, or for any other season if particular hurnil~ 
iation. 

(Frcm :]I.1r. Nr:lSQo.) 

ALMIGHTY God, give me grace to use such abstinence 
puring this season, dedicated to the exercise of repentallce~ 
that my flesh may be subdued to the Spirit, and my mind 
left free to approach thee wi'th Olrdour and fervency of af­
fection. Inure me by self-denial to bring my body iNto 
subjection, end to p-uni"h all those excesses I have been guil­
ty of in the use of thy creatures. Let my retirement from 
the world make me see the vanity and emptiness of it, and 
teach me to relish the pleasures of spiritual enjoyments. 
Let me spend those solit:uy hours in the improving my 
chri"tian knowledge, and do thou open my eyes thdt I may 
~ee tl;c wunderous things of thy law. Make me heartily 
to bewail my sins, and do thou work in me that godly sor. 
rov; not to be repented of. ~rant that! may sincerely ex:' 
amme the state. of my own mmd; and do thou search and 
try me., and lea? m~ i.n the way everlasting: that perceiving 
how bitter a t~lI1g It IS t~ depart from the living Cod, I may 
no longer :ontmue at ;2 dlstance from .the fountain of all joy 
aLd happmess; but that, byconfessmg and forsOlking my 
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sins, I may be entirely converted unto thee, and that they~ 
may be blotted out, when the ti~es of refreshing shall come 
fr9m the presence of the Lord through Jesus Christ, my 
only Saviour. , .limen. 

I 

AN OFFICE FOR CONFIRMATIONo 

ON THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION. 

(From Mr. Nelsen's Companion for the Fasts.) 

~ WHAT privilege, besides ordination, is peculiar to 
the character of a Bishop? 

.Ii. The solemn rite of confirmation, appropriated to the 
governors of the church by all the primitive records of 
christianity; wherein the Bishop by laying on of hands, and 
by fervent and authoritive prayer, conveys to such persons~ 
who in the presence of the congregation sincerely renew 
their baptismal vow, a proportionable degree of God's grace . 
and Holy Spirit. In the primitive times these effects were 
extraordinary gifts, as best fitted to the infant state of the 
church; but upon the settlement of it, the Holy Spirit 
guides it by secret and invisible communications; and these 
common graces are obtained by such as are qualified to re­
ceive them and seek them in a regular and ministerial way. 
The church of England hath thus declared her sense of this 
matter. "It hath been a solemn, ancient, and laudable cus­
tom, continued from the apostles' time, that all Bishops 
should lay their hands upon children baptised and instruct­
ed in the catechism of christian. religion, praying over them 
and blessing them." (Can. LX.) 

!t How doth it appear that this rite, according to the 
sense of the church of England, was an apostolical usage 1 

.Ii. We have the scripture itself for the evidence of the 
fact; for when Philip the deacon had converted and baP1" 
tised the men of Samaria; and the apostles at Jerusalem 
had heard that Samaria had received the word of God, the 
power of Philip being limited, they sent unto them Pet~ 
and John to confirm those new converts, to lay their hands 
~J.l0n themJ that ~ey mi&ht re,eive the Holy Ghoat. (Acts, 
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~/;ii.) '1his is ttrci'igthencd by a parallel oCQuTrerice to tht 
disciples ~t Ephesus, upon whom, after they had been bap~ 
tis~d in dIe name of Jesus, the apostle St Paul laid his 
hand s, and then the Holy Spirit came upon them; (Acts; 
:{ix. 5.) and tbe same apostle mentions as a fundamental, 
hot only the doctr\ne of baptism, but aLo the laying on of 
hmds, (Heb. "i. 2.) by which 811cient and mqdern interpre~ 
ters ,of a very gc)crl char~.cter un~erstand tonfirmation; 
'\vhich ;\ppeRred so plain to Calvin himself, that it was hilt 
opinion, that this one place evidently shews that confirma~ 
tion W;]s imtituted by the apo;;tles. (In Loc.) 

j). VI as not this rite of confirmation confined to th~ 
'1v,;toJical age P 

" C1'his solemn rite being highly useful and advantageotlS 
luT t\,,'. ,:DLritl:lal beces"ilies of christians, ,vas accor0'~,[;lt 
pr':h:d t::(/Il ;rJ ?ll the succeeding a~es d" the church; 
t;-,e a:"rD',l,:SL,'ltiOE whereof waCo tlnolved by the :\c;Jstl-:~ 1,p_ 
<0(, thdr stlCCeSS.lrs the bishcps of the catholic church: '",g 

appears by the testimonies of -f::tthers and co[;n61s, ,yho in 
this matter spake not only their own sense. but are witness­
es of <: catholic practice. Tertullian, who Is very c:ueful ~n 
l'ecounting the practices of the primitive church, tells us,' 
that after baptism succeeds laying on of h;]nds by prayer, 
calling for and inviting the Holy Spirit. (De Bapt c. S.) 
And St Cyprian (Epist. 23') hath t'!:i, remark upon the his..­
rory of the :Samaritan converts: "The same things (says he) 
is practised among us, that they who are baptised in the 
church, are presented to the governors of it, that by our 
prayers and imposition of hands they may obtai.n t\le HDlt 
Ghost, and be perfected with the seal of Chri::,t ;" that is (as 
one truly interprets it) " may by confirmation attain to the 
highest order -of christi3ns." (Dr Falkner.) St. Jerome's 
testimony is very considerable, who speaking of confirma­
tion) says, "If you a"k where it is \vritten? It is written 
in the Acts of the apostles; but if there were no authority 
of scripture for it, yet the consent of all the world upon this 
particular is instead of a command," 

~: 'V\ hat qualifications are necessary for the candidates 
of this sacred ordinance? 

. A;;." Since confirmatinn is an authentic renewal of the bap" 
tismal vow, and capacitates those that receive it to be ad .. 
mitted guests to the table of the Lord, and is an act not to 
bl: repe4eci, t;lw.<:andiclates ought to be thoroughly instruct,. 
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and of thJt obligation they lie under to perform them, 
They ought to be acquainted with the meaning of this holy 
tite, and whose office alone it i5 to adrr inister it. They 
ought to have a competent degree of knowledge in those 
christian duties that relate to God, their neighbour, and 
themselves. And they must furtherptepare themselves for 
this ordinance by prayer and fasting, and a serious resolution 
of living answerable t6 their obligations. And in order to 
these ends, it is adviseable that the candidate should fre. 
quently read over the office of baptism and confirmation. 
~ What are the great advantages of confirmation. 
A. It tends to preserve the unity of the church, by mak .. 

ing men sensible, that their obedience is due to such eccle­
siastical governors, who are endowed with all those pow .. 
ers, which were left by the apostles t') their successors. It 
is a new engagement to a christian life, and is a lasting. 
admonition and check" not to dishonour or desert our chris­
tian profession. It is a testimony of God's favour and good­
ness to those that receive it, when his lawful" minister de­
clares, tha,t God accepts their proficiency, and advances 
them to a higher degree in the church, by placing them 
among the faithful; and thereby giving them a title to ap­
proach the holy table of the Lord. It conveys divine grace 
to encounter our spiritual enemies, and to enable us to per­
form what we undertake. 

A P1'a;1jer to be used by a Nlinister or Parent, or 
allY Instructor prepaTing young personsfor Con-
firmation. . 

(From Bishop Wilson.) 

I 0 LORD graciously behold these thy servants, who,. ac· 
cording to the appointments of tI1Y church, are gOillg to 
dedicate themselves to thee and to thy service. 

"possess their hearts with such a lively sense of thy great 
mercy, in bringing them from the power of Satan unt.~ 
God; in giving them an early right to thy covenant, and 
an early knowledge of their duty; that, with the full con­
$ent of their wills, they may devote themselves to thee; 
that so they may receive the fullness of thy grace, and be 

U 
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'able to .wi.thstandthe temptations of the devil, the world; 
and the flesh.. .i 

Contl-n"ue them, 0 Lord, in the unity of thy church, and 
grant thitthey may improve all the means of grace vouch­
safed them in this. church, of which they are members. 

Pres6rve in their minds a constant remembrance of that 
love, which tlieyare going to renew before thee and thy 
church' ' 

• That' knOWIng they ate the servants of the living GO~J' 
they may walk as in thy sight, avoid all such things as are 
contrarr to their profession, and follow all such as are agree .. 
able to the same. ' 

o Lord, who hast made them thy children by adoption, 
hring them in thy good time to thine everlastIng kingdom, 
thropgh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer to be used b,y any person preparing flY" 
(k;njirmation; and tf:hich, during that time, may 
be added to their 1I1orning and Evening Prayers. 

(From Mr, Nelson,) 

MOST merciful God, by whose' gracious providence I was 
boni of christian pJrents, and early dedicated to thee in holy 
baptism, wherein I was made a member of the catholic 
church, whereof Jesus Christ is the head, adopted thy child, 
and intitled to the unspeakable happiness of thy glorious 
kingdom; I do most heartily thank thee, 0 Lord, for call­
ing me to this state of salvation, and for bestowing upon me 
such blessed privileges. 0, dispose my mind, by thy heav­
enly grace, carefully and diligently to perform those condi .. 
tions thou requirest to qualify me for such inestimable bene­
fits, and that I may continue in the same unto my life's end. 

And now, 0 Lord, that I am preparing myself to receive 
a further degree of thy grace and favour, which will advance· 
me into the number of the faithful, by being admitted to 
approach ,thy h?ly table; I humbly beseech thee to enfight. 
en my mmd with the true knOWledge and understanding of 
that solemn vow ~hich I made in my baptism, and whicli I 
am now about to ratify and co~fi:rm publicly in thy presence; 
that I mny constantly renounce the, devil, by avoiding all 
thos~ t:mptations by which he seeks to destroy me, and by 
abstalmng ffom all those sins which partake most of his diM 
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abOJical natur;~; that. I may resist all cove$OUs de~ires othon-­
Olff" fiches, and pleasure, and all those evil customs and 

'maxims of the world, which ali"!TIc:temen's 'minds from the 
love of God ~ that I ~ay mortify all the inordi'nate appetites 
Q.f 'my corrupt' nature; ~hat I may' believe all thy holy reve­
latjons,and Keep thy blessed ~vill ,;:md commandments all the 
days of my life. 0 !instruct me in all the particulars of 
my duty, ~hat I mc:y herein e#rcise myself, to keep a 'con­
~!;ience voiq of offence towards God and towards man. 

Give me, 0 Lord unfeigned repen~ance for all tne errors 
Qf my pagt life~ that my many and great sins,'which I have 
c.ommitted~ mar 110t deprive me of the asslst~nce of thy 
Holy Spir~t. whIch ~ aJIl ~bout to receive; bU't Iet my hearty 
s,orrow, through themerits of Christ, wash away: all that is, 
past, and let PQwer alld strength, communicated to me from, 
aQoye, mortify qn,d stlbdue them for the time to come. I 
am unable, o Lord, o( myself, 10 he1e myself;' rridrcifully 
grant, that thy blessed Spirit may in all tnings ruk and di­
leect, l11y heart, ~hat by his holy insp.iraticm, I may think thf)se 
things that are good, and by hig gracious guiding may per-

. fotm the same, through Jesus Chris~ our Lord. Ammo 

4 Pra.ycr qfter COJ!flhnat;ation~ 
(from, :Ur., N'ilson:~ 

, 1 BLESS 'Iud ~,qise th,y holy naI1le, 0 Lord God, for those 
renewed assurances that,thou hast vouchsafed me, of thy 
Llvout :.md gracio\ls gaodn,ess towards me; and though ~ in 
thy infinite wisdo~ tho\\ hast thought fit to withclraw the 
extra~rdinary g:ifts of ~h¥ Holy S.~irit, yet th?u ~~t pI,eased 
t6 gUIde thy faIthful servants by hIS S,ecrct and mVlslble com­
municatiolls, when they seek them in a regular and ministe-, 
rial way. ' 0 therefore t let t~e blessing which I have re­
ceived by the hands of thy servant the Bishop, heWlth me, 
and remain with me, and most powerfully assist and sup­
port me in, all trial,S ~l:d temptations, when I m~st need t.he . 
help of rl~y Holy .spmt. . 
.. Let him be unto me a spirit of sanctification, to purify. 
my corrupt nature; a spirit of counsel in all diCEculties, of 
direction in all doubts, of cour.lge in all dangers', of COll.., 

stancy ill all persecutions, of comfort in all trlJubies, espe­
dally' in times of sicl.:n'~ss, and at the hour of death i an.] of 



156 
**** 

rSubmissi~}1 and resignation to ;thy holy win anci pleas.ure il\. 
all afflictio'ns that are most gr'ievous to flesh and blood. 

Leayeme not a momerit to my own human frailty, with. 
out his. a~sistance; but let hi~ constantly inspire me with 
fear, love, and devotion towards the\!;. with truth, justice, 
and charity, towards my neighbour ; and with. abstinence 
a,od.sobriety towards myself. ,". ' ' , ' 
. O! make ltle sensible, 0 Lord, of that solemn and pub~ 

licprofession of my faith, which I have declared in the pres~ 
ence of God anJ the congr5"gation, and of those promises 
of endeavouring faithfull y to observe and keep thy holy 
commandment.s,.and of persevering iFl the sarhe. Make me 
always true to :these engagements of living according to the 
maxims of the christian religion; that walking upright be­
fore thee all my days. and being found watching when my 
appoiqted time. s~all come, I may fr~m a life of righteous­
ness be tramlated to a life of glory, through Je'sus Christ, 
my only Saviou,r and Rcdeeftler. Limen. . 

A Prayer qfter Conjil'-mation,. '{£)1tic/t mq¥ be said 
while others are corifinning, and may be added to 
the Evening prayer by the party cOJr/irmed. ' 

(From Mr. loIelson.) 

BLESSED and praised be thy holy name, 0 Lon!, for these 
fresh supplies of grace, which thou hast ,been pleased to 
communicate to me. 

Blessed. be thy name for these comfortable assurances thou 
ha&t given me of thy favour and goodness towards me. 
Blessed be thy name for that. privilege thou hast no.w be. 
stowed upon me of approaching the holy table, and of 
strengthening and refreshing my soul by partaking there of 
the body and blood of Chri,t. 

Increase in me, 0 Lord, more and more, the -gifrs of th r 
Holy Spirit, that I may be wise for eternity, and make it the 
chief business of my life to please thee in all my actions; 
~hat I may love and fear thee above all thiilgs; that I may 
be just and righteous in all my dedings, and really to com~ 
municate to the necessities of others: that r may keep a con.,. 
stant watch over myself, so as not to e:!{ceed the bounds of 
tem perance and sobriety. 

Grant, 0 Lord, that my corrupt nature may be daily re­
newed '!nd plJrified by the Holy :::>pirit~, that 110 daJ1~er or 
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p~rseclltion may affright me from my duty; that no pleas,:, 
ute may make me careless and negligent in the performance 
Qf it; ami that, under afflictions most grievous to flesh and 
blood, I may be entirely resigaed, and subnnt to thy holy 
",in and pleasure. Let thy Holy Spirit, 0 Lord, so guid~ 
:ind govern me through the whole course of my short life ill 
this world, that I may not fail to obtain eternal life in the 
i'orlcl to come, through Jesus Christ 01.U Lord. Amen. . 

A MEDITA~ION 

()~- TIm HAPPINESS OF'THOSE WHO PERSEVERE IN THE 

Faithful Discharge if their Christian Vows, 

.-\ND AN EXIIon'l1AnON" TO PERSEVERANCE IN THEM.-

THE happiness of those who persevere in the faithful 
d'ischarge of their ~hristian vpws is unspeakable; fO'r they' 
arc iii some measure restored to the primitive happy state o. 
m~ll, which was lost by sin. The wrath of God is tllJ:n­
ed away by a gracious RedeerIler, and the returning sinner 
is tclken into his good Father's bosom. TIle perSall that' 
was" alienated from the life of God" by his corruption and 
rebellion, is made a parta~er of the divine nature by spiritual 
regeneration, and is become" a fellow citizen with the saints» 
and of the household of God." God is now his adoptee! 
Father i the Lord Jesus Chri,st, who is Lord of all, is hi& 
Mediator and Advocate, his root, his head, his str"ngth~ 
and his life; tr..e Holy eternal Spirit is his divine guide, and 
hope, and comfort; the holy Angels of God are his con .. 
til1ual guard; the book of God is the charter of his ptiv­
ilges, in which it is said, "All is YOUTs, because ye are 
Christ's." (I Cor. iii. ~42 • .) For since" all things in heav. 

'This extract is the conclusion of a tract entitled" Pastoral Ad,·icc af. 
ter Contlrmatioi)," by a Minister t f the Ch\lrh of England, published by 
the Society for pro/noting Cnr<t:au Knowletlge. The whole of this tract 
and uf one entitled" Pastoral Advice before Confirm'ltion" is so exeei. 
lel,l that I pl'Ol"0se getting ail cuitlol1 ot' them printed in this country in 
th~ coarse of a shon time. Tn,; EDHoa. 
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Gft, in earth,. and in hen, are made subject to ChrIst," ait 
things ',in heaveIl and earth will be serviceable to Christ's.' 
members, who are his people; and nothing on, earth, or in 
hell, P!l'inany wise hurt th\'.'m. Theyhave a new,right te 
the enjoyment' of all God's creatures, yea to the enjoyment 
Qf God . himself for ever. 

And 0, how sweet and pleasant, my Brother,plust suc~ 
a· religious course oflife assuredly be ! in which thebkssed 
Spirit of God constantly bears you company, the holy An­
gels of God continually attend you, and ev.ery step YOll take 

,.dvances you nearer to God's heavenly kingdom !\IV hat 
an unspeakable comfort will it be to you, whenever you look, 
back upon a life Ithus happify ordered, and upon your talents 
thus advantageously laid out! Then every night will afford 
you the noble joy of a day spent in the service, and to the. 
glory of your Maker. The serenity of your mili.d, and the 
peace of your conscience, win be \,:onstant relief to yoq un.der 
any outward distress. And when the happy hour comes 
in ",hi~h you must die, your heart may t;ven leap for joy. 
to think that now your warfare is accomplished, and that 
yot,lF great work is not now to be begun, but to l;le concluded. 
Then you may wi~h comfort consider your Christian Can. 
nr-mation, wherein you soIemn.Iy devoted yourself to God~ 
as soon as yOll came to the use of your reason. You may 
with joy consider that you have conscientiously observed 
your engagements to God, in the chief bent of your heart j 

a-nd course of your life; or have trul}: repented, and eirce .. , 
t.ually return.ed to your duty, wherever {through the frailty 
of human ,nature) you have done otherwise. You rna y then, 
I say, very cheerfully shut your eyes from b.ll'hulding the 
things of this present world, in order to open theQ1 to see 
God, in a better state. . -

And though you will certainly meet with sundry tempta,. 
tions and diilieultics .111 your way to IH.avcn, and perhaps 
with cruel mockings, or more bloody perseclltions, whilst 
you sojourn amongst such as are enemies to God and bear. 
evil will. t.O Zion; yet be of good cheer; your Redeemer 
has Qver, ome the 7VorIJ, and wiil not suffer the meenest sheep 
of his fold t:) be 10 t. Keep steadfast to fhe Captain 1fyour 
Salvation, and all 'Nill be well. 

Aud n~w, my dear Youth, I here most solemnly cnarge 
'and .req'llre ybu, by th(~ authority of our Lord JesllS €hri:.t. 
and m l!he presence of God~ who searches the heart of all 
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iiten1 and whQ viiU speedily adjijdge us all to everlasting blxss 
or torment, that you carefully keep your christian vows in 
re'membrance; and that you seriously endeavol,lr to adorn 
ybii.r holy profession, and to b1:>nour the divine Author of it. 

Your hope of everlasting life, my brother~ depends upon 
your faifhful discharge of this your covenant with God, 
through -Hie f.oediation bf his Son, and sanctification of his 
Spirit. Wherefore" be strong in .the Lord and the power 
of his might." . . , , ' 

Be sure you look not back with a wishful longing after 
the impurities of other sinners; but flee all youthful lusts, 
with an holy indignation; and be sure that you never enter 
into a par1ey with the devil, about the commission of any 
sin. If you once corrie to doubt whether you had best pre­
serve your integrity, or accept the bribes of sin, YOll begiri 
to revolt from God; because the vigour of your resolution 
for God is slackened; and that which decays is going apac~ 
towards ruin. 

Wherefore be you ever assured, that there is death and 
destruction in all the ways of sin. For the loss of the divine 
favour no temporal enjoyments can make ahy amends. Keep 
firmly in this assurance, and with Job, "retain your integ­
rity till you die," The time of your labour can be but short, 
and you future recompence will be everlasting. . . 

And now my brother, "I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, whic4 is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified." 
And may "the grace uf our Lord Jesu~ Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
evermore. Amen. 

AN OFFICE FOR THE HaL Y COMMUNtON~. 

A DISCOURSE 

ON THE NATURE OF THE HOLY SACREMENT. 

, (From Mr. Merr;'k.) 

OUR blessed Saviour, in a discourse recorded by St.10lln, 
in the sixth chapter of his gospel, speaks of himself as the 
brGad of lifi (vi. 3S.) the bread zilhich cometh down Jrom 
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;'ta1Je1i; 2nd adds (vi, S 1.) "If any nian ea't of this bread 
he ;hall li~e for ever; .and the bre~d that I shall giV. c, is my 
:liesn, whIch I shallglVc for the hfe of the world. Ana 
(vi. 53, 54') "Except yeeat th.e flesh of the Son of Man, 
and drin,k his blond, ye have no life in you. Vlhoso cateth 
my flesh, and dril\keth my blood, b,flth eternal life, and 1 
",ill rahe him up at the last day." To' cat the flesh of Christ, 
and to drink his blood, signifies much more than to receive 
his doctrines; for these are never called in scripture, or 
seem capable of being called, his flesh and his blood. Christ, 
"\\,he;) he speaks of bread, and of eating, directs oUr thoughts 

, to that sptritual l1ourishm::nt, or that support of the spiritual 
life, ,trhich all true believers continually receive from hi» 
grace and influence. Our receiving of this grace is the 
consequence of Christ's having taken cur flesh upon him, 
and of bis having suffered in the flesh, and shed his blood 
on the cross"for oUr sins. Farther; as this spiritual grace, 
strength and support, are communicated to out souls froin 
the divine nature, Christ's human nature, (of which his 
flesh and blbCid are" part) by being united to the Godhead, 
is the means, or the chzmnel, by which these blessings are 
conveyed to us, and by which we are ourselves United to 
the divine n::;ture. The fle~h therefore and blood of Christ, 
as once offered in sacrifice for us, and conveying to us, 
by an union with God, that support on which our spir~ 
itual life depends, may be s?id, by a figure of speech 
which ancient writers use, to be eaten and drunken by us. 
Though Christ docs not appear, in the discourse related in 
the sixth ch~lpture of St. J ohl1, to ~peak of the sacrament of 
the Lord's supper, (which he had not then ordained) yet 
we learn from St Paul, that we receive an additional measure 
of grace and spiritual nourishment, when we, with a proper 
disposition of soul, eat the sacramental bread, and drink the 
wine which Christ has appointed as signs and memorials of 
his fle~h and blood. For thus we read} J Cor. x. 16. "The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it net the communion 
(that is, the partaking) of the blood of Christ; the bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ ?". We see then that, in the holy sacrament, we 
partake of the body and blood of Christ; that is, we re­
ceive that spirituall'lourishmcnt and support, which Christ 
l1imself has expressed by eating his flesh, and drinking his 
blood. The holy sacrm:l1cnt is therefore, as our church de~ 



181 
**** 

striDes it in het catechism, an ou/ward and visiUnign of 011) 
inward and -,piritual grace given unto us: And they who 
receive it constantly, with faith in Christ, and with true ree­
penta nee, will go on from strength to strength, in the spit­
ituOlI life; and will hereafter join with the host of heaven 
in that song of triumph and thanksgiving, which is a proper 
conclu.sion to all our meditations on this subject: " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
Blessing and honour, and glory and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the' throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Rev. v. 12, '13. 

Advice and direction about receiving it. 
By Archbishop TilIo:son. 

. THE holy sacrament, or last supper of oUr most blessed 
Lord, is the most solemn institution of our religion; and 
as we are christians, We are obliged to the' frequent recei.­
ing of it I arid we cannot l1eglect it, without a great con;' 
tempt of odr blessed Saviol'f and his religion. He hath ap­
poirited it for a solemn remembrance of his great love to 
\:lS, in laying down his life for us. and therefore he com­
mands us to do it in rrmt!tIlbrancl! of him; and St. Paul 
tells us, "That as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
tup, we do shew forth the Lord's death till he come." 

Boththe comfort and benefit of it ate great. The com· 
fort of it, because it does hot only represent to us the ex-

, ceeding love of otH' Saviour, in giving his body to be brok­
en, and his blood to be ,hed for us; but it likewise seals to 
us all those blessings and benefits which are purchased, and 
provided for us by his death and passion, the pardon of 
sins, ahd power against sin. 

The benefit of it is also great, because hereby we are con­
firmed in goodness, and our resolutions of better obedience 
are strengthened; and the grace of tGod's Holy Spirit to 
enable us to do his will, is hereby conveyed to us. 

And the best preparation for it, is by a sincere repentance 
of all our sins and miscarriages, which we remember our­
selves to be at any time guilty of; by daily prayer to God, 
that he would give us a sincere repentance for all our sins, 
and mercifully forgive them to us; and by a sincere and 
firm resolution to forsake our sins, and to do better for the 

W 



169 
*;j:.** 

future ; t~ be more careful of all our actions,·ai1d mbre coti .. 
stant in pt:ayer to God for his grace to enable Us to keep 
his commandments; by being ,in charity with all men; and 
by forgiving those who have injured us by word or deed, as 
we hope for forgiveness from God. 

And let none of us say, that we are not fitted and pre .. 
pared for it. It is our duty to be so; and if we be not pre­
pared to receive thE! sacrament, we are not qualified for the 
mercy of God, and for his forgiveness; we are not pre ... 
pared for the happiness of heaven, and can have no hopes 
to come thither f but if we prepare ourselves as well as we 
can by repentance, and resolutions of being better, and by 
praying heartily and earnestly to God for his grace, he will 
accept IJf this preparation, and will giv~ us the comfort of 
this holy sacrament. 

A Prayer to God that he 'Would be pleased to assist 
and accept our preparation. to receive the blessed 
Sacrament, 

(Frem the Pas'chal La:mb.) 

CAS't down thy eye of mercy and compassion, most .gra'" 
cious Father, on thy unworthy servant, humbly acknowledg­
ing my unworthiness and insufficiency of self, for any thin~ 

. that is good. I am sensible that without thee, I can do 
nothing; and therefore do humbly implore thy gracious as" 
sistance"and acceptance of my endeaVOl'r to prepare myself 
for the worthy receiving of the blessed S\lcrament of the 
body and blood of thy dear Son. 

Stir up, I beseech thee,. such pious affectiGns· and dispo.­
sitions in my soul, and fill my mind with such holy medi. 
tations as are suitable to this occasion. Grant me such a 
sense of my sins, and of the sufferings of my blessed Sav.l 
iour for them, as may affect my heart with a deep sorrow 
for my sins, and displeasure against them, and mayeffec­
tually engage me to love, and live to him who dyed for me, 
Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and Redeemer. .dmcn. 



On examining o~lrselves bifore receiving it. 
(From the Whole Duty of Man.) 

, As_we ought not, and must not neglect coming to thfs 
holy sacrament, so nobody must dare to approach that holy 
table without a due preparation; carefully weighing what 
is necessary to be done, before,. at, and after receiving the 
llacrament of the body and blood of Christ. And, first, 

Let a man epmine his life and conversation by the rule 
of God's word. For a life governed by the precepts of the 
gospel is the best preparation for this sacrament; because 
he that believes the christian religion, and makes it his col1-
stant business tq perform what our Saviour hath enjoined, 
has all that substantial preparation, which qualifies chris­
tians to partake of this ordimmce, and ought therefore to 
receive when any opportunities present: for this holy sa­
,crament does not so much oblige u3 to new duties, as it en­
ables us to make go(;d those obligations, which we in our 
baptism have prorni"ed and vowed to perform. I.et a man 
therefore examine hirnself ever so much, fast ever so strictly, 
and pray ever so fervently, if his life has not been pious to­
ward God, just toward his neighbour, and sober in reference 
to himself; without effectual resolutions, all those duties, in 
which he employs himself before he receives, will never be 
able to make him a,fit g\1cst at God's table: they are indeed 
good preparative helps, when they repair those bn;!aches sin 
has made in our souls; but, without steady purposes of 
amendment, they are of no value in the sight of God, and 
will 'not be able to qualify us for a worthy participation of 
the body and blood of Christ. If our lives prepare not the 
way for our offerings, we approach the holy altar in vain. 
We should hereby be deterred irom receiving only out of 
~u,tom, or in order to qualify ourselves for some temporal 
or worldly emplC?yment? but pious christians, who are ~in. 
cerdy wearied and grieved with the burden of their sins, 
ought not to be discouraged in their duty; because here 
they will find their propor remedy; here they will meet 
with that strength and assistance, which is so necessary to 
enable them to kad that holy life, which they purpo~e for 
the til:1e to come, beginning it with a strict exam illation of 
th~ st.lte of their own souls. Concerning which take these 
di:·;;~tion.s : -
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Recollect your baptismal vow, and endeavour to rivet ill 

your soul a just sense of those mercies promised on God's 
part, and tne particular duties to which you in common with 
all christians are obliged thereby : for our chief b~siness at 
the Lord's table is to renew our baptismal covenant with 
God. Then inqtlire by your <;onscience, the candle of the 
Lord, how you have broken that covenant made in your bap. 
tism, either by thought, word, or deed. "We transgress by 
our thoughts, when we are contriving and compassing any 
forbid<;len thing: but irregular thoughts which spring up 
in our minds, and are but little in our power, they are neith" 
er sins nor matter of punishment, <'my further than they are 
causes and principles of 11 sinful choiCe and resolution; be­
cause as we assent or dissent to those motions that are in 
our minds, so will our thoughts be virtuous or sinful. But 
it is not enough to know.What is sin: for we must also un .. 
derstand the true state and condition of our souls. Without 
s~lf-reflection, a man may have every vice under the sun, 
without knowing he has' any; provided he has it not in a 
high degree. For one, that perishes for want of knowing 
his duty', there are llumbers, who are lost forever, for want 
of seriously considering it, and laying it to heart. Our re· 
pentance must be ftlIl and complete, and extend to all those 
particulars whereirrwe have transgressecl the lav~'s of God; 
and till we discover all our follies and infirmities, ",-e can. 
not amend, or so much as watch against them. 

Our repentance by this means may in SOJ;TIe measure keep 
pace with our errors and fai1ings~ when t)J.is examination if; 
frequently repeated before the Lord's SlJpper ; and thus we 
may prevent the insupportable weight of the sins of a whole 
life falling upon us all at once, when we may neither have 
understanding nor leisure to recollect ourselves, much less 
to~exercise any fit and proper acts of repentance toward God 
or man. 'And, in this examination, let us consider the sins 
that most easily beset our weakest part, by nature. or'custom 
l,e~st defensible; for the devil, like a skilful general, \vill 
attack us whe~e w~ lie most exposed, hoping, by gaining 
that post, to make the town quickly surrender at his discre­
tion. For which reason, in surveying the st.-:te of our minds, 
we shoutd have an eye to those places that will le<lst bear an 
ass~ult; those appetites or passions that most frequently oc ... 
caSlOn om' fall from God's grace, A~;ain, we should can. 
sider the several aggravations of our fl;lE~s ; whether com~ 
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sent of our wills, and in despite of the checks of our oWll 
conscience: whether they have been often repeated; whe­
ther transient acts or habitual disorders, And we ought to 
observe all those previous steps that have made us transgress, 
which have been fatal to the corrupting of our innDcence, 
and the ocCasions of betraying our virtue. 

This makes us thoroughly acquainted with ourselves and 
our own corruption; a knowledge, which is of the greatest 
consequence. By this we are driven to repentance, as the 
only cure (or that guilt which oppresses our souls, and for 
which we lie at the'mercy of God's vengeance l we are 
disposed to humility; and gain a lively sense of God's 
power, and our frequent errors and miscarriages: we keep 
our accounts clear'and even; and it is an admirable means 
to advance us toward christian perfection, by making us 
careful to avoid those faults for the future, which we have 
discovered in our former lives and conversations, not only 
through fear of punishment, but because we have oftended 
so good and gracious J God. And 

'1 his duty should be accompanied with confessi,;n of sins, 
to God, which is the judgment a man passes upon himself, ei­
ther of approbat,ion ur of condemnation, whenever he delib­
erately weighs pis own actions: or it i, the sentence which 
his reason suggests that God, the judge of all the earth, will 
pass upon him. Yet it is not barely a repetition of the 
faults we are guilty of to almighty God; but it is such an 
acknowledgment of our faults, as is accompanied with 
shame for them, with hatred to them, and with resolutions 
to amepd them. 

lIE ADS OF SELF-EXAMINATION. 
) 

A Prayer bifore Seif-Eil:amination,* 

" 0 LORD, thou that ait the searcher of all our he:;rts, aml 
a c:J.~scerner of the very thoughts, and in dlOse sit:bt all 
~hings are naked and open," be ,pleased to impart a ray of 

-This Prayer and the the following Examination ond Prayers ;lfe toke", 
~r()m ," Companion tq the Alt~r. 
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thy heavenly light, tp discover all the sins and infirmitie~ 0.1 
my Pflst life, imd whatsoever els~ thou knowest wherem'I 
have done amiss, that henceforward no secret sin may lie 
undiscovered al,1q corrupted il,1 my soul; that by. examining 
my life and conversation by thy law, the ru,le and measur~ 
of my duty, I J;llay understand the true state and condition 
of my soul, and frOIll a just sense and sight of all my trans .. 
gressions, throllgh the assistance (lJ ~hy grac: -and heavenly 
benediqipn, I may b~ enabled t{) reform my l~fe, and to turn 
my feet \Into thy testiJ;llonies; s.o faithfully to. search and 
e)i:amine my own consci~l,1.ceJ that I may. com'e holy and 
clean to th y heaven\y feast, an.d be received as a worthy par., 
taker of that holy banquet which thou hast called me to~ 
Grant this for thy mercy's sake in Chr~st Jesus...dmm,. 

See Psalm cxxx.iJl;. 

Briif I-J~ads if Se!fE.:mminati~Jn upon eCl~h Cem ... 
mandment. 

COMMANDMENT 1;. 

THOUGH I have not atheistically denied thc being of a, 
Cod, or wickedly 'renounced him by apostacy, yet have] 
not loved, desired and delighted in other things more than 
in God ? Or have I not feared men, and dreaded the dis .. 
'pleasure of the world more than of God? ,Or, h"-ve I not 
trusted in men, and relied upon the world, more than upon 
God? Have I not despaired of God's mercy? Or, by pre~ 
suming too mw;:h upon it, encouraged myself in sin? Have 
Illot been unthankful for merGics re(:eived ~ Or, have l' 
not ascrIbed the glory and honour of what I now f!njoy to 
myself more than to God? (Say) Cod be merciful to me <\ 
sillner, and lay no't this (or these) sins to my cha~. [Re,. 
red the same at the end of every commandplelit, J . 

lI. Though I have not worshipped God by im;Jges, yet 
llave I not entntained gross and fabe con(:eptions of him? 
Or, have I not wilfully omitted coming to church, or to the 
public prayers, whet? I h~d no just occasion to hinder me f 
Or, have I not rudely, Irreverently, or wantonly behaved 
myself during the time of divine service? Or, have I not 
wilfully refused to come to the Lord's Supper, when, I hav\f 



been called to it ? Or,have I not rashly and unadvisediy f€.? 
teived the Sacrament without due preparation? Or, have 1 
bot bro~en my vows and resolutions \vhich I then made? 

III. If I have not openly blasphemed the name bf God; 
yet have I not lightly or irreverently spoken of him? 01', 
have I hot profanely jested upon, or abused his holy places or 
persons; or any thing else dedicated tQ his service? Or, have 
I not'taken God's name in vain, by common swearing and 
cursing ? Or, ha1fe I not taken false and' unlawful oaths? 
Or, have I notbrokt<n my own vows ai1d resolutions, espe-
cially my baptismal? .' . .. ' 

IV. Have I not negtected the worship of God on his 
sabbaths? Have I not spent part thereof in vain sports, idle 
discourBes, visits, and many other unnecessary affaits? Or, 
have I not Buffered others to profane the Sabbath; when it 
\Vas in my power to restrain them from so doing? 

V. Have I not been stubborn, irreverent, and undutiful 
towards my parents, rejectIng their counsels, despising their 
government, and {;oveting their estates before their death? 
Have I contributed towards their necessities when they were 
in want, and I had it in my power to help them? Or, have 
I not been disloyal to my prince, stubborn and unfaithful to 
my master, reftactory and unthankful to my ininister, peev-
ish and unkind to my friend and eompanion. ? . . 

VI. If 1 have not actually taken away the life of any per­
son, yet have I not made my neighbour's life grievous by 
oppression, rage, and violence against him! Or, have I not­
by fighting or quarrellibg wounded his person? Or, have t 
nottetnpted him, by any other vice or intemperance, to de­
stroy his health, and so shorten his days? . Or, have I, not by 
false or contumelious speeches wounded his good name and 
reputation? Or, have Inot, by my own luxury arid intem­
perance in eating and drinking, been accessary to my own 
death? . 

VII. If I have escaped the grosser acts of adultery and 
fornication, yet have I 'not conceived lust ill my heart,and 
neglected the means to preserve my own and others' chas­
tity? Or, have I not by gluttony and drunkenness, orb)" 
'any impure thoughts and words, defiled my soul? Or, have 
I not accustomed myself to filthy talking, Jesting and un;:. 
chaste behaviour in common converoation ? 

VIII. If I have not been guilty of common and public 
stealing, yet have I been true and just in all my dealings l' 



(Jr, bye i not c(}ntracted d<:bts,- when.I was conscious to 
myself that I was not aDle to pay, or make restitution? Or, 
have I not wasted my own or others' estates ,by riotous Iiv· 
ing P Or, have I not by violence or oppression exacted of my 
inferi.ors, or by unlawful usury taken advantage of their lle~ 
cessides P 

IX. If t have' liot before the magistrate sworn falsely 
tig;)in8t any man, yet have I not accdstomed myself to lying 
and slandering? Or, have I nOt accused my neighbour un· 
justly? Or, have I not concealed the truth of another whert 
justice and ch;rity obliged me to give evIdence of ~t? ,Or, 
have I not unjustly sought to uphold my own credit, or to 
blast any other person's? 

X. Have I not secretly complained against the providence 
of God, as if others had too much, and I too little? Or have 
I not by unlavyful means endeavored to deprive others of' 
their goods and prosperity? Or, have I laboured truly and 
faithfully to get my own living, and been content with that 
state of life unto which it hath pleased God to call me ? 

A penitential COiifession qf Sins j "ti.,itll an lzumile 
SuppZicationfor .ii-fercy and Forgh'eness . 

. ALMIGHTy and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that 
thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that 
·are penitent; create and make in me a new and c,ontrite 

" heart, that I. worthily lamenting my sins; 
lrere call to n;md and acknowledging my wretchedness may-
all yonr most gnev- t.. f h .' 
tlUS sins. 0 \ltam 0 thee, t e God, of all mercy, per ... 

feet remission and fotgivenes~, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. 

See Psalm vi. ~xxii. xxxviii. Ii. 

An Ad qfContritzon. 

(C FATHER, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. Wi) is me, 
o Lord, who was conceived and.born in sin:" the thoughts 
of my heart were inclined unto evil from my youth. Wo~ 
is me that I have sinned against thee, my Creator and kind 
benefactor. Lord, I have done evil continually in thy sight 
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'a'~Jd my iife hath been little else than orie continual course of 
impiety, unthankflilness, and of unworthy returns for aU 
thy goudness and loving-kindriess to me.·'v 0 is me that I 
should thm requite the Lord. 0 that my head were wa­
ters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
oayand night for my siri! 0 gracious Lord, look on me as 
thou didst on the apostle St, Peter, and let thy compassion­
~te look so pierce my stony heart, that I may weep bitterly 
for my sins, and may have that godly sorrow which worketh 
repentance unto salvation'riot to be repented of: for Jesus; 
sake. Amen. 

See Psalm xxv. xxxii xxxviii, 

A Resdlutio~ to lead a new Life . 
. ANti now, d Lord, I do ridt only with great shame and 

confusion of face confess and bewail the sinfulness and van~ 
ity of my Own life, but I do ,steadfastly resolve and purpose 
~through the assi;tance of thy grace and Holy Spirit direct­
ing me) to " renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts 
of the flesh!; Be pleased, 0 Lord, to strengthen and con­
firm: all these good resolutions in me. And I heartily thank 
thee, 0 heavenly Father, for calling me to this state of sal­
vation through Jesus Christ my Saviour, who died for my 
sins, and rose again for my justification; arid I humbly be­
seech thee, for his sake, to give me graCe to continue in the 
same unto l11y life's end, Amen, 

See Psalm i. xxiii, xxiv. xxv. cxix. cxxvi . 

... 4. Prayer for: Faith in God's mercy through Christ. 

ALMIGHTY God, our heaven1y Father, who, for the 
~reater confirmation of our faith and confidence in thy mer­
cy, hast, in thy holy gospel di:clared, that" whosoever be­
lieveth in thr Son Jesus Christ, shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life;" and that "this is life eternal, to know 
thee the. only true God and Jesus Christ, whom, thc:u ha,st 
sent;" Increase this knowledge, and confirm thIS faIth, In 

me evermore. 0 Jet me not rest in a dead faith, but grant 
that I may have such a lively faith as will shew itself by love 
and good works; such a victorious faith, as may enable me 
to overcome the world, and conform me to the image gf thy 

X 
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Son Jesus Christ, in whom I believe. 0 grant me such a 
due sense of thy infinite mercy, shewn to mankind in so 
much mercy, 'as may never depart out of my mind. 

1 steadfastly bdit've, 0 blessed Jesus, that thou didst suf .. 
fer upon the cross to save me and all the wo,ld from the 
guilt and punishment of our sins. 0 give me that grace, 
that I may die to sin. and rise again unto righteousness I 
Accept my imperfect sorrow, repentance, faith, and weak:; 
resolutions; and let thy precious merits, 0 my crucified, 
Saviour, supply all my wants and imperfections. Thou hast 
liaid, "Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are weary, 
:and heavy laden. and I will refresh you.' 0 blessed Jesust 
1 come unt(, thee In all humility, and deeply sensible of my 
grt:'at unworthiness: 0 do thou bear this burden of sin for 
me, and refresh me, with comfortable hopes of thy mercy 
and forgiveness, and the truth of thy salvation, 0 graeiouB 
Lord! To whom (with the Father and the Holy Ghost) be 
all honour and glory for ever, limen. 

See Psalm lvii. Eph ii. 6, 11. 

, ( 

J!. Form qf Se!fExamination to be used heflre rt:P 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament. 

(Fmm Mr. Merrick.) 

HAV£ t neglected to keep up in my mind the love of God, 
or the.fear of him? ~ 

Have I been unthankful for his mercies and blessings? 
Have I broken the Sabbath? 
Have I negkcted to attelld the public prayers of the 

church? 
Have I neglected to receive the holy sacrament? 
Have I neglected private prayer, or have I pray::d in a 

careless manna? 
Have I at any time takelJ an unlawful oath? 
H~ve I,been guilty of cursing or swearing in my discourse 

or of takmg the l,ord's name in vain? J 

Have I loved and sought after the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world? .. 

Have I fulfilled the lUllt3 of the flesh, in thought, word, 
or d~ed? 
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Have I been guilty ot pride, covetousness, discontent, and 
lmpatience, envy, hatri::d, malice, anger, or uncharitable;. 
ness l i 

H<lve I been guilty of drunkenness, or of glutton v, or of 
aloth and idlenes& ? • 

H1Ve I hurt my neighbollr ? 
Have I cheated, wronged. or oppressed him? 
Have I spoken e', il of ryim without cause? 
Have I neglected to perform such kind offices as he had a 

;,ight to expect from me? ' 
Have I been guilty of lying? 
Have I b-:en disrespectful 01 undutiful to my parents, or 

:0 any of those persons whom God has set in aut!lOrity over 
mel 

A Prayer to be used after E:camin.atior/'.o 
(From Mr. Merrick.) , 

o ETERNAL and aU-seeing Lord,' forgive the sins whicr. 
1 have now recollecteq, and all other offences which I have 
~t any time committed against thee. 'fake not thy Holy 
Spirit from me, but increase my faith and my repentance. 
;and make me go on from strength to strength, till thy work 
~e perfected)n me, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

For further help in self~examination see tr..e office of hu= 
wiliation, above. 

A Preparatory Meditation, to bring the ]J1ind into 
a serious Frame. 

(From the Paschal Lamb.) 

Is IT not fit, 0 my soul, thou shouldst pause a little on 
tllY Redeemer's death, before thou goest to remember it 
with the congregation? There are those charms in that 
death, which if rii!htly viewed, will be invincible motives 
to thee to die to a sinflll life» and to embrace the holy tiff:) 
of Jesus. 
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**** o that I had wings like a dove, that I might flyaway- te 
Golgotha, and behold the dreadful spectacle of God cruci. 
ned for th~ sins of the children of men. A !l1ighty myste­
ry this! To .the Jews a st~lmbling-block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness: What Clll the Jewish rabbins cOJ,!ld n6t see, 
what the greatest heathen sages c01,lld not find opt, tha~ 
hath Go& revealed. 0 God! thy ways are qot like our 
ways, nor are thy thoughts like our thol1ghts. When all 
mankind lay in darkness, and was covered with the shadow 
of death. -and the old serpent was going to swallow up their 
souls; behold! thy Son appears from heaven, frights th~ 
powers of darkness, and all immediately 6.11 dowq before 
him, and tremble 

Ah I Jesu, meekest of kings, and fairer than all the chil~ 
ciren of men; [ behold thee har.ging on the cross, blc\tting 
out the hand-writing which "vas against me -: How red were 
the characters! How bloody were \he lines! Yet thy pre~ 
ciou,s blood makes them as white as snow. 

o Lord, I hear thy words, sharper than any two-edged 
sword; I hear thy complaints, which broke the rclCks and 
shook the earth; and shall not my heart be moyed a~ them? 
For thee, the Son of the most High, to cry o_H, ll1] soul is 
(xceNing sorrowjid cve'1 un!? death; who can hear this, am\ 
not stanel confounded I For omnipotence to sink th\15 1 For 
infinite perfection to faint thus! For him that sat on die 
4;:ircle of the eal1th, thu< to weep, thl~s to mourn. Thou, 
criest to thy Father; and he seems deaf to thy lamentations. 
No showers from above come down; the st'lrs of l1eaven 
withhold their ~nf!uence,; and scarce an angel will stir to 
thy assistance. But what need I wonder, thou criest SQ 

loud under the heavy load? for when we, like sheep had 
gone astray, thou bearest the iniquity of US all : The arro\vs 
of God stuck fast in thee, and his hand pressed ~hee sore. 

o blessed Na:.r;arite! whiter than snow, brighter than the 
sky, purer than the sun; how is thy face disfigured with 
grief 1 how do thine eyes languish! is this the face that was 
~he perfection of beauty? Is this the face that was once the 
desire of ~ll nations! Is this the face. whIch so many prophG 
ets, and righteous men have desired to see? Is this the face 
that Abraha~ longed to behold, and the patriarchs were am~ , 
bicious to have a view of? Is this the face admired bv an .. 
gels, and dreaded by devils? Is this the mighty brideg~oom 
of the church, who was once tT2.llsfigllred· 1;')1 the h"l y 
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mount, and his face did shine as the SUtt) :md his ramentbe. 
~aine white as the light? Is this he whom God anointed 
"..,ith the oil of gladness above his feHows? Whose garments 
smell of myrrh, alloes; an-d cassia; and cast such a scent. 
~at the daughter of TyL cdrne with a gift, and the rich 
;amOJlg the people entreated hi 0 favour? - How is he al~ 
tered? How is his countenance changed ? Yet still thou art 
lovely to a soul that sees farther than the outside. btill 
·thou· art the Luntain of living waters. btill thou art 

. the joy of the whole e3rth, the light of heaven and the 
song of t>ion. My thoughts, 0 Lord. sha" follow thee to' 
the cross. Methinks, I see, how thou art going to die: Thou 
lookest back on thine enemies, and notwithsLtl1ding all their 
.affronts, offeresnhem mercy. 0 incomprehensible good­
ness! When thou art lifted up to the infamous tree, thou 
drawest and invitest all men unto thee; thou preachest on 
the cross, and thy very vlords are sermons to the children 
of men; and thy blood trickling down, is an exhortation 
to repentance. Surely it is good for me to adhere to thee, 
and to count it death to be separated from thee. 

Oh! Whether shall I go but to thee? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. Thou art th<1t lofty cedar, whose bough!! 
overspread the believing world. Under the shadow of that 
tree will I rest: It is for the healing of the nations. I will 
be glad ill the Lord, and rejoice in my bleeding Jesu. While 
the world despises thee. I will honour thee; while great 
men pass by and regard thee not, I that am poor and needy 
will wait to be refreshed by thee. 

Go ye fools, be ellamoured with trifles, dote on your sen~ 
fiual pleasures; here is bne th<lt looks d),Hming in his tears, 

• lovely in his blood, amiable in his wounds; and-is more 
beautiful in the midst of all his distre,;ses. than the bright­
est virgin's face, adorned with all the glittering treasures of 
the east. 

o my Jesus! who can hear thee cry, I thirst, and not 
wish for rivers of tears? What canst thou thirst for, but the 
salvation of mankind? Thou comest for that purpose from 
heaven, and left thofe brighter mansions to invite poor 
sinners to the mighty banquet there. For this thou didst 
travel up and down, and enduredst cold and hunger, and 
weariness; for t11is thou wroughtest rniricles; for this thou 
didst intreat, rebuke, and preach the word, in season and 
.\.It of season, for this thou couldst \:Ie content to want a 



ptace where ~o lay thy head; and taughtest daily in the 
temple, sometimes on the mount, sometimes in a ship, some­
times, in a desart; for this thou sufferedst, wast buffeted, 
beaten, bnllSed and wounded; and for this"thoudiedst. 

The drink offerings I bring TO thee, are insatiable desire. 
after thy gtace and favour. I offer thee no rivers of oil, no 
rams, no bullocks with horns and hoofs. Thou desirest not 
gacrifice, else would I gi~e it thee, thou delightest not In 

burnt offerinl!5. Thou choosest rather that I should obey 
~h/y will; I;m content to do it, 'yea, thy law is within m., 
hC;JTt: My soul flic:~~nd flutters about like Noah's dove, 
:.nd can find no rest, tiH it gets into thy a! k. Accept then, 
most gracious Redeemer, the vows I offer thee. Behold 
and visit this vine, which thy own right hand hath planted t 
Shine upon it good Lord, and let it bring forth pleasant 
grapes. .limeil, Jlmen. 

== 

A Prayer to, be used before ,-ece4'Vtng the l-Ioly 
Sacrament. 

(From Mr. Merrick.) 

o BLESSED Jesus, who didst suffer death upon the crosa 
for the sins of the world, and hast appointed the holy sacra .. 
ment (which I am about to receive) in remembrance of thy 
death, and as a means of strengthening and refreshing the 
souls oJ penitent sinners, prepare me by thy grace for th~ 
performance of this duty. '1 hou hast mercifully promised, 
that him who cometh unto thee thou wilt in no wise cast 
out: Unto thee, 0 Lord, I come, weary and heavy laden 
with the burden of my sins. Forgive the many and great 
offences which ][ have committed; clean"e and strengthen 
my heart by thy Holy Spirit; and make me an acceptable 
guest 'at thy table: enable me to approach it with a stead­
fast and lively faith in th, e, with :'\ deep apd' earnest rep'en­
tance, and with (ervent charity tbw;lrds ali men, Grant 
that I may re·ceive the full benefit of that atonement which 
thou hast made for me by thy precious blood; and that, 
walking henceforth in the way of thy commandments, I may, 
be prepared to meet thee with joy, when thou eomest in the 
glory of thy Father; to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour, praise, and thanks~iving, now aDd fct' 
evermore Amen. 



J,nother Prayer before Receiving. 
(FrElDi Mr. Jenks.) 

'0 GOD, that hast prepared a table in this wilderness, with 
heavenly provisions fof our souls, prepare my soul for these 
provisions; and give me spiritual appetites, as well as spit~ 
jtual sustenance; that, as the hart pants after the wateT_ 
brooks, my soul may pant after the~. 0 God; that witl~ de­
Bire I may desire to eat this pasSQver; and so open mymouthg 

that thou mayest fill my hungry soul with thy good thing~. 
and so lift up the everlasting doors of my heart; that the 
king of glory may cOp1e in; th,lt Christ may dwell in my 
heart by faith, and abide with my Spirit, as long as I am to 
abide here in the flesh. 

o make thy ordinance healing, and the saviour of life to 
my soul. And make it also a sealing ordinance, to clear up 
to me the pardon of my sins, and the assurance of thy love. 
And as thou sealest the covenant of grace, 0 let me seal the 
covenant of obed~ence; and in such a devout and accepta­
ble manner come unto thy table, that I may return from i~ 
with my conscience quie~ed, my corruption subdued, my 
graces encreased, and my soul encouraged, with an enlarged 
heart to run the way of thy commands. . . 

Ah! Lord, to whom should I repair but unto thee, my 
life, my strength, and my Redeemer; 0 thou that callest 
unto thee the labouring and heavy laden sinners, help me sa 
to come to thee" that in thee I may find rest to my soul. 
Thou that hast commanded us to break our bread to the 
hungry, 0 break the bread of life to all of us that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: and give us, 0 Lord God. 
our heavenly Father, ev.ermore give us this bread. As thou. 
art pleased still to continue to us the liberty and advantage 
of this ordinance, to nourish and Ttwive our souls, 0 work 
in our hearts a higher esteem for it, and a greater love to it. 
And in our preparations before we eat and drink at thy tae 
ble, in our communic.1ting there, and our conversation afterll o teach and help us to carry beseeming the holy, heavlnly 

~ feast; and as becomes the redeeml"d and obliged of the 
Lord, and the very living members of 'Je<;u, Chtist. 

Hear me, 0 Lo:d my God, and forgive me; bless and 
direct me, quicken and assh;t me. in the work now lying up­
oc me: and. be good. ~o me, anli deal graciously with me ; 
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that 1 may discharge all my offices heartiiy as to the Lotd f 
and with good acceptance in the sight of God, through tbe 

, beloved of my soul, the only Saviour of men. Amen. 

Ejaculations bifote Receiving. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

b THAT i may see thy power and thy giory, 50 as thave. 
seen thee in the sanctuary! that I may share in the heav .. 
enly entertainment of thy children, and eat and drink iri thy 
presence, that bread of life, arid that cup of blessing, which 
may be the life of my soul, and make glad my heart, even 
with the joy of thy salvation. . .. 

o how unworthy am I, Lord, that thou shouldst come 
under my roof; unworthy to eat the crumbs that fall under 
thy table; but thy infinite merits can overcome all my simI' 
and unworthiness, arid recommend me to the just and ha­
ly Majesty of heaven, even as if I had not sinned; 

o Lord! my soul is polluted and unclean! but thy pre. 
dous blood can cleanse me from all my sins and defilements; 
and make me fit to receive thEe, to my profit and comfort. 
o speak thou the word, and I shall be clean and whole} 
and my soul shall live, and for ever bless thy name. 

Ejaculations anil1vfeditatzons to be used at ctny tim~9 
but particularly ofter the Consecration qf the EI..; 
ements 

(From the Paschal Lamb.) 

o HOLY Jesu,1 adore thy unspeakable goodness; I delight 
in thy unmeasurable mercy; I rejoice in thy cross; I desire 
to know nothing but the Lb1"d Jesus, and him crucified. 
o let the po\ver/Of thyctoss prevail againstall the powers. of 
darkness; let the wisdom of thy cross tl-iake me wi,e unto 
salvation; let the peace of thy cross reconcile me to thy 
eternal Father. and bring me peace of conscience; let the 
victory of thy cross mortify.all my evil and corrupt affec .. 
fions; let the triumph of thy cross lead me on to a state of 
holiness, that I may sin no more; but in all things please 
thee, and in all things serve thee! an~ in all things glor.ify 
thee. 



Grc:al :lnd infinite are thy; glories, infinite; and glorious 
are thy mercies: Who is like'U:lt6 theLord9u'r G()"d, who 
rlwelleth on high, and yeth~ClJble;t~ hims~lf,to beh()ld the 
things that are in heaven an.d ea,rth:? H~<lxe,n itself doth. 
wholly minister to qur salvation. .G~~d takes c;ue of us; 
God loves u" first, .' God' will nol: ~uff}:r 48 to perish but 
employs all his attributes for our good.. The Son of Coq, 
dies for us; the Holy Spirit descends ~pol1U!-', and ~each~$.. 
us; the angels minister to u;, .thesfl~rament is our, food ;, 
Chlist is married to our souls; and heaven itself is, offered. 
to us for our portion. . 

o God, my God,. assist tj1e now and ever, graciously and­
greatly: Grant that I may not receive bread alone, for man' 
cannot live. by. that; but that I may. eat Christ; that I may 
n9t search into the secr'cts of nature,bu'r inquire after the 
tniricles of grace. I do admire; I worship, I love. Thou 
hast overcome, 0 Lord, thou hast overcome; rideontri .. 
umphantly, because of thy words of truth and peace; lead 
my soul in this triumph, as thy own purchase; thy love 
hath conquered, and I am thy servant forever. ' . 
" Thou wilt not dwell in a poluted house; make. my soul 

clean, and do thou consecrate it iilfo a temple, 0 thou gr~!lr 
Bishop of our souls, by the inhabitation of the HOI}"Spirit 
of pul'ity. . . . . 
. I alil nothing, I have nothing, I desire nothing ,but Jesus, 

and to be in Jerusalem the P101y cit}' from' above. Make 
haste, 0 Lord, behold my heart is ready: Come Lord Je~ 
aus, come quickly. ,. . 

tAM now before the i\1t;u of God, even the God of my' 
joy and gladness~ . " " 

I will offer thanksgiving unto my God, and pay my v:ows: 
Unto the most High. . ,. . 

o Lamb of God, that takest away the sins Of the world, 
grant me thy peace. .. . ' . i. 

o Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the worla, 
have mercy upon me. 
. Grant me gracious Lord, so to e.at the. f1e$h of thy Son, 
and to drink his blood,· that I11Y Hnful body may be made 
clean by his ~ody; and my ,soul washed through liis most 
precious blood. .dm,n. 

y 



BE pleased, 0 God,t6 accept this our bounden duty afi& 
service; and command, that ,he prayers and supplications, 
together wi,h the remembrance of Christ s passion, which 
we do now offer u:, to thy divine maje,:ty, may, by the 
ministry of thy holy angels be brought up int : thy heavenly 
lI:a~ernacle: that thou, not weighing our merits, but look~ 
ing upon the blrssed sacrifice of our dearest &aviour, which 
was once fully and l)etfectly made for us all, mayet pardon 
our offences, and replenish us with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction. Amen. 

rVhilst upon your knees you cast in your qjferings 
stop and say : 

BLESSED Jesu! who .didst accept the PO,)f widow's two 
mites, be pleased graciousl y to acceFt this from thy unwor­
thy servar:~. 

Then add, 
o LORD God! how I receive the body and blood of my 

most blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, the price of my redemp­
tiim, is the very wonder of my soul! yet my most firm and 
constant belief is liOrn the words of my Lord and n~aster. 
At this time they Jrc graciously tendered to me, and my 
faith: ;Lord make me it worthy receiver, and partaker of all 
the benefits of this blessed sacram<:nt. Amen. 

Immediately bifOre Receiving. 
THOU hast said, that he that eateth thy flesh, and drink~ 

eth thy blo.od, hath eter.nallife : . 
Behold the servant of the Lord, be it unto me according 

to thy word, . 

. At the Receiving Q/' the Bread. 
Ih thy crucified body> deliver me from this body of death, 

At the Receiving qf the Cup. ' 
b LET this blood of th,i:Qe purge my conscience from .d~ad 

works, to. serve the living God. . 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, 
o touch me, and say, I wili, be thou ch:an. 
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After Receiving. 

WHAT shall I render unto the Lord, for all the benefit:; 
he hath done unto me ? 

I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord.·' 

W ort!-J y is the Lamb that was slain, to receive. power, and 
ri~hes, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. . 

Therefore blessing, honrlUr, glory, and power, he to him 
that sitteth upon thl;;. throne, and to the Lamb, forever and 
ever Ilmen. 

I have sworn, :,md have steadfastly purposed to keep thy 
righteoui judgments. . 

o haLl thou up my going in thy pJ.ths, that my fot-steps 
slip not. . . 

== 

MORE PRAYERS 

(From .'\. Companion to the i\\tar and New Manual.) 

lVhen yrm Receive the Bread. 
LORD, I am not worthy of the crumbs which fall from 

thy table, and yet thou givest unto me the bread of life. 
Evermore give me this bread, that I may eat thereof and 
not die eternally. John vi. 34, 50. . 

Ajler Receiving the Bread. 
NOT unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 

give the praise, for thy loving mercy, and for thy "truth's 
sake. • 

Bifcre Rccei'ving the Cup. 
GRANT 0 merciful God, that this cup, which I am now 

about to receive, may be unto me a cup of blessing Sprin. 
klc me with the blood of the ever blessed Jesus~ that my 
soul being cleansed from all corruptions, it may be ever pre- . 
cious in thy si~ht, 0 Lord: my 6tlen~th and my Redeemer. 
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Afier Receiving the Cup" 
BLESSED be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 

his unspeakable gift, in whom we have redemplion through 
: his blood, even the' forgiveness of OUr sins. 

When !JOU Retire from the Altar. 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, &c. 

,Lu'keii. '29-32. H Bles:, the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that 
is within me bless.his holy name; bless the Lord, 0 my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine ini • 
. quities, andhe8leth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life 
froni destruction, and crowneth thee with loving kindness 
.and tender mercies." 0 let that heavenly food which thol,1 
hast so lately fed me with, transfuse new life and new vig­
our into my I'ooul, and into the souls of all those who hive 
been partakers with me of this holy communion, that OUi 

faith, hope, and charity, may daily increase, and that we 
may all grow in grace, and in the knowledge of oul\' Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen. 

See Psalm viii. xxiii. lxvi. ciii. 

Ejaculations and Ele'oatiO.J?s Qf the Soul qftcr 
Receiving •. 

(From j',ll-, Jenk6.) 

. Y bless thee, my God, for the mercies of a S~viour, with? 
out which all mercies else would be unavailable, and do me 
no good. I bless thee, that thou hast not withholden thy 
Son, thy only Son from us, but given him to be the propi:" 
tiation for our sins, and to be the life and food of our souls. 

Return to thy rest, 0 my soul, for the LQrd Ins ~ealt 
bountifully with thee. Thy life is given thee at his .llands~ 

_ who forgiveth all thy sins, and healeth all thy diseases; .at:d 
not only redeems thee from.:o,estruction, but crowns thee 
with loving kindness and tender mercies, and satisfies thy 
mouth with good things, and those the best of all things, 

.. even his pardon and peace, his Son and his Spirit, the ri~hM 
. es of his grace; and the pledges of his glory-. . 
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Blessed be my God for that bread which c~me down'fro~ 
. heaven to give life unto the world. And blessed be thy 
name, 0 gracious Lord, for my share in this highest e~ .. 

. pression of thy wonderful love and bounty. 
Thou hast loved us, and Tede~med us, and washed uS 

from our sins in thy own blood. And 0 how infinitely in= 
d-.:bted am I to thy mercy, that thou callest me to this heav­
ellly entc~Ttainmerit, wh~ch cost thee:: so dear to purchase a.nd 
provide for us ! . 
. 0 make me more sensible of thy love, and more thankful 
for all its blessed ffects; and .let me now find the happy 
fruits of strength and refreshment to my soul, even strength. 
against all the temptations that would pluck me from thee~ 
and engage me in rebellion against thee; and such refresh~ 
ment as lUay take my heart off all the pleasures of sin. and 
make it my meAt and my drinl. to do the will of my heav" 
enly Father. 

I will admire, and love, and praise my Lord: I will be~ 
lieve and trust in his tried mercy: I will rejoice and glory 
iin his great salvation. And who shall pluck me out of his 
hands! What shall separate me out of his love? My belov­
ed is mine, and I am his. Thine I am, 0 .Lord, and thine 
1 will be, while I have my being. 

Yet Lord of all power and love! I beseech thee to keep 
thy servant from falling; and preserve me in every time and 
case of danger. 0 do not suffer me to undo myself; but 
pity my frailty, and relieve my infirmity: and in thy hands 
let me be safe, and nevtr p.erish, but attain to everlasting life 
~hrou",h Jesus <;;hrist, my great Redeemer and only Saviour. 
ill1un, Ammo 

A Prayer to be used 'When the Communion SerziccC 
is cMlec'. 

PARDON, 0 God, all those imperfections that have aCd 
companied me at this time, in my atte::;,jo:1ce at t:1Y altar; 
forgive the deadness and dullness of my aifcc,ions,he wan­
derings of my thoughts, and the distractions of my mind. 

Let the sincerity of my holy purposes and resoluti,ons be 
accepted, notwithstanding my weakness and frailty. 

Oh! let this commemoration of my crucified Saviour~ 
influence all my thoughts, words, and actions, that my con­
versation may be as becometh th,e gospel of Christ. 
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Reward me not according to my deserts, but according to 
my great necessities, and . thy own rich mercy in Jesus 
Christ; to whom with thee, 0 God the Father, and God 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world:withollt 
end •. .limen. 

A PralleI' to be used after Receiving the ~Holy 
Sacrament. 

(From Mr. Merrick.) 

o ALMIGHTY God and heavenly Father, I return thee 
thanks and praise for all thy mercies vouchsafed unto me; 
and particu.larly for the opportunity which thou hast this 
day given me of receiving that holy sacrament, which thy 
Son:Jesus Christ. has appointed:n remembrance of his death 
and sufferings, and for the spiritual nourishment and sup­
port of our souls: I confess, 0 Lord, that I have not re­
ceived it with a suitable degree of love and devotion towards 
thee, nor feel myself sufficiently sensible of the greatness of 
those bkssings which the performance of this duty has call­
~d to my rem·cmhrance. Forgive, 0 Lord, the weakness 
and imperfection of this and all my other services; increase 
my faith, warm and enliven my heart with a constant and 
most thankful affection toward? thee, and enable me by the 
r;r:Jce of thy Holy c;pit-it to fulfil the promises of obedience, 
which I have now made to thee. Make me watchful (wer 
my thoughts, words, and actions; and grant that I may lead 
astrictlyhonest, sober, chaste, and godly life, following the 
example of my blessed master Jesus Christ, and placing my 
whole trust in his precious death and blood for the pardon 
of my sins, that, when he shall come to judge the world, I 
m;jy be found clothed with his righteousness, and be re­
cdved into thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this 0 merciful 
:Father, for the sake of the same Jesus Christ, thy only Son 
our Lord. .dlllen • 

.11 PralJer in private qfier Receiving the 1101U 
Communion. 

o HOw plentiful is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up 
, for them that ku thee, which thou hast prepared for them 

th;;.t put their trust in thy mercy, even before the sons of 
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tni:n! I ptaiseand magnify thy great and glorious !1ame;O 
Lord, for all. those manifold mercies and comforts which 
thou hast bestowed upon me, ever since I was burn. O· 
Lord God, thou hast been .my trust from my youth, by thee 
bv;. I been holden up from the womb; my praise shall con­
tinually be of thee; but above all, blessed, and for ever 
blessed be thy great and holy name1 for the manifestation 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, the fountain and foundation of all 
our happiness, and for feeding me this day (who am Ul1w{}r. 
thy o( the least of all thy mercies) with the spiritual food of 
his most precious body and blood, to my great <lpd endless 
comfort. Enable me, 0 Lord, thi'ough thy gr![cions assis­
tance, to p~rform the conditions of thar sacramental cove­
nant which I have this day so solemnly renewed and con­
firmed in thy presence, and at thy table; that through the 
strength and power of that heavenly food J have there been 
partaker of, I may daily grow in grace and in the knowl. 
edge of Christ Jesus, and abound in every good word and 
work; and subdue in me all those inordinate lusts and cor .. 
fupt affections, which 'liar against my soul; purify my 
mind from all evil, thoughts,' bad intentions, and fovil de­
signs; and suffer not pride, vain-gI"OrY, self-love, malice, 
hntred, or revenge, or any other evil whatsoever, to reign ill 
my mortal bod y ; . but do thou keep it for ever in the purpose 
of my heart, faithfully to fulfil my baptismal vows and' reso­
lutions, which I have now again renewed at thy holy table, 
that by persevering in all virtue and holiness of life, I may 
at length be an inheritor of that infinite happiriess and glo­
ry, which thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. Amino 

A Pra,yer in our retirement, after Reeehing the 
I-Ioly Sacrament; 'which may be used as, soon. as 
7L'C corne home, or be added to a person's Evening~ 
Prayer. 

WHAT thanks can I return, 0 most gracious God,totby 
divine majesty, for the opportunity thou hast this day given 

'me of approaching thy altar; for the sense thou hast given 
tne of my duty, and for that strengt1i and power whereby 
thou hast in some measure en:ibled me to perform it?, I will 
praise and magnify thy great and glorious name; and 1 wiIi. 
entirely devote myself to thy servi(;e as long as 1 have any 
being' . . - '" 
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l3!essed be thy name for those fre~h supplies ofgtace t 

have received at the holy communion; grant that they may 
, make me run the way of thy commandments with delight:· 
. and pleasure, that I may never any more faint, or droop, or 
tire iIi my duty. .' . 

Blessed be thy ria me for those comfortable assurances thou 
hast given me of pardon and fo'giveness. Let this thy 
compas5tonate goodness be a perpttual obligation to loire and 
gratitude. Let it put me upon my guard, that I may watch 
bver aU my ways, and do always tha~ which is well-pleasing 
in thy sight. .' . . 

Blessed be thy name for that peace and quiet thou hast 
restored to my soul; for those resolutions theiu hast wrought· 
in me to persevere in thy service to the end of my days. 
:Make them firm, vigorous 3I!-d constant; and never let any 
~inftil passions any more rume and discompose my mind. 

Blessed be thy name for that relish thou hats given me of . 
spiritual delights, that desire of possessing the eternal inher- . 
itance. Let the enjoyments of sense appear mean and can.;. 
teinptible; and let 'not the pleasures of the world any more 
prevail upon me to transgress thy holy laws. . . 

Grant, 0 Lord, that I may walk worthy of those thydis-. 
tinguishing mercies, and live as becomes the redeemed.of 
the Lord; remain therefore. 0 Lord, and abide Wiih me. 
for ever: I shall then be enabled to do thy will in this life, 
and thereby be qualified to partake of thy glories to all eter­
nity in the next, through Jesus ,Christ my only Lord and 
Saviour. Jim en. 

6# 

Briif Rules.for Preparationfor the lloly Commun" 
ion, and Behaviour both at and qfter it: 'with 
sho,:t Prayers and l.leditaiions suitable to the OC;. 

caszon 
(From Archbishop Synge.) 

OF GEN-ERAL PREPA:B.A TION .... 

. HE that would maintain and' keep himself in a constant' 
gener~l preparation for the. holy communion, so as always 
to be fi~ upon the shortest notice:, to partake cfit (which 
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~cttainly every _ christian ough t ever to endeavour after) mus.t 
be careful t11 the ooserv,ition of these following hiles: 
· t. He n1Ust be diligent in his ende<\vours to know and un., · , .,~,. . . , 

derstand all the several parts_ and branches of his/duty to 
God, to all other men, and to himself; for which end he 
~ust be, careful ,to ma,ke tl1e best use he can, ,of all those 
means of instruction and lmowledge which God has put into 
~is power; such as reading the.holy .scriI!tur~s~ and, other 
good books., or hearing them read; a~tel}~lIlgupon the pub,:, 
lie offices of preaching, catechi;ing, and the like, Provo iv.S-
John,v'39' 2 'Tim. iii. 15. John, xiii. 17." '" P-,' 

, 2. He must, upon all occasions, be industrious ana zeal. 
qus in the avoiding of every sin, and t1?-e practice and per­
forman,ce of every duty, according to his ability aM oppor­
tunity for the sa,me,' 'Tit, ii .. r 1-14. L~ke, xii 47. .' .-
· 3. He, must ,very often t?mk and meditate upon ;us way" 
ard all his particul;lT practices, and examine whether or no 
they are agreeable. to the rules Qf his duty; that w,hereso­
ever he fmds he has been deficient or don~ amiss, he may 
take the better care to rectifv and amend it for the time to 
come, Psalm, iv., 4 and cxix: 59' Lam. iii . .40. " 
· For which end ,ancl purpose I recommend this following 
easy, but, very profitable task, whi~/1 I would hilVe every man 
consta,ntly to impose upo!1hilllseif; riamely, two or three 
times in the course of each day, to carry his thoughts back, 
and seriously consi(kr what he has that day been doing" and 
how He h,as spent hi~ time, from the very min~te that he 
first. awaked from sleep; Asfor example: When first I 
awaked, ~id I think upon God, and recommend myself to 
his almighty care and protection; or did not worldly, or it 
may be sinful thoughts, first take possesion of my heart? 
Again, I was lately in such and such company: Were ,all 
my words al1d actions- ~nnocent, mildest, and decent? Did 
I give no offence to God, or scandal to the world, by any 
thing which there I either paid or did? &c. Such ques­
tions as these, if we would constantly and seriously put 
home to our consciences, while i:hings reIl)ain fresh in our 
memories, it is evident what a. mighty influence it would 
have upon us, to restrain us from evil, and excite us to Q@ 
~l;jt which is ~ood. 
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OF PARtICULAR' PllEPARATION"o 

Y. WHENEVER notice is given of the celebration of tIle 
hOly communion, let every sincere and devout christian im. 
mediately resohie, by no means to mis, that opportunity of 
commemorating thesllfferings and c,;mmunicating in the 
merits of his blessed Lor:d and Saviour. 

JI. And in the midst of ail his business (in th~ mean time) , 
let him very often call to mind, that such a day he must not' 
be absent trom God's holy table, and therefore must be very 
careful not to do any ~hing which may render him unfit for it., 

III. At SOme seasons it is very necessary that every man 
should'set a little time apart for the more strict and particu­
larexamination of his conscience; for which end and pur­
pose I earnestly recommend that catalogue of sins which IS 
drawn up' at the e,nd of that txcellent book, "The whole 
Duty of man," which I would have every man very dis­
tinctly to go over; and upon every particular to recollect 
his actions, and ask his conscience, Have I bt(n guilty of 
this? 

IV. But where a man very often receives the commun· 
ion, and never misses any opportunity for it, I do not con­
ceive that such a particular examination' is every time abso­
lutelynecessary; nor have all men, at all times, leisure 
enough for it. But however, ordinarily, I think no man 
ought t.o receive the holy communion without some previ;. 
ous examination of himself. For the more easy and regu­
lar performance of which, I would have it remembered, that 
the whole duty of a christian is reducible to these three 
heads, Matt. xxii. 37, &c. 

I. To love Godin the highest degree. 
~. Sincerely(and not corruptly or sensually)to love himself. 
3,. To love every man with the same sort of love (though 

not in the same degree) as he loves himself. 
V. Every time then; that a man receives the holy com. 

munion, I would have him before-hand, seriomly to put at 
least these three questions home to his conscience. 

I. Do I really and truly love God above all things? And 
do I effectually shew this my love, by a due honour and 
respect to him, in all my thoughts,,,words and actions? 

1. have I a sincere and upright love for myself? That is, 
do I love my soul better than my body; and am I 
more heartily con.cerned tQ se~u.re wy everlasting hapc 
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pll1e3s in the world to eome, than' to 'Compass my 
pleasure or p!!ofit in this life? . ' 

3' l-Lwe I a real and sincere love for all m~nkind withou( 
exception? and do I effectually shew' this my love, 
by hurting no man by w0id or deed (where I can pos­
sibly avoid it) and by being ready to do good to every 
mllfl whatsoever, in all ways and upon all occasions 
wherever I have ability and oppoitl,lnity ? 

And. if these three qlJestions are hlJt seriously meditated 
upon for a little time, there is scarce any sin that a man has 
been g ,ilty of, hut they will point it out to him. 

VI. When a man, by the examination of his conscience, 
has set his sins full in his view, then let him insert in his or­
dinary devotidns, this, or some such like confession of them 
~o God: 

o MOST gracious God! I, thy Ullworthy creature, here 
humbly ack1wwleclge my sins before thee. Anel besides 
those which I have now recolJecteel~ I cannot but own, that 
llie under the guilt of many more transgressions, although 
I am not able to recount or remember them. Nor C:111 I de­
ny, but that I have committed many sins, even contrary to 
~he motions of thy grace, and ~he light and conviction of my 
own conscience; and therefore do' most justly deserve the 
severity of thy wrath and indignation against me. But, 
,I~ord, I fly 'unto thee for meTcr; for ,the sake of Christ Je­
Sljs our blessed Redeemer, be merciful unto me in the p",r­
don of all my sins, known and lInknown; and so guide and 
assist me by thy grace, that, for the time to come, I may be 
duly cart;ful to abstain from every evil thing, may grow in 
grace and be zealous of good works, and ;naintain a COll­

science void of ofr"ence towards God, and towards men, 
thro1;gh the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Jimen. 

To ~i):lich let him add this sllo;-t Prayer. 
MOST merciful God, who hast given thine 'only Son Je~ 

. sus Chri~t to die for our sins: grant me thy grace, I hum­
qly b~seech thee, that I may never be unmindful, but always 
truly thankful for that inestimable bencfitvouchbafed unto me 
by J.i, death and sUJkrini5s: and so fit and prepare rPe, 0 
I AlTd, by the a s' .. bLlllce of thy Holy Spirit, that both at this, 
.~1d.dl v~h~r ti~)1l-s) I mJY be rightly qualifi<:d to commcm-



pr.ate tb,e pas,sion of my'blessed Redeemer, in that holy pr:r 
dinance which he .has appointed; and aJSo thereby effectu,:, 
;r1yto partake of that redemption which he has wrought for 
all mankind, through t~e same Jesu~ Christ our Lord .. Amen. . , ".- . 

Of Beha'Vi~ttr at? and qfter the FIo!:; 'Communion. 
I. At the holy cornm4nion, and at all other times in the 

worship Qf God, let every man strive, as m\lch as he can,i 
to keep his ;nind intent and fixed upon what he is abput; 
and to lay asjde not only all wicked thoughts, bp.t also all 
sUGh as are impertinent to the present business. 

2. Let him also take care ~o behave himself with such 
outward decency and composed~ess., ~s m~y be' a sufficien~ 
token of that inward devotion and reverence which he bears 
in his heart, withou,t gz,:;;ing about, or any way ~mnecessariJy 
moving his body, or whispering to anyone that is neJ.r him; 
or the li~e.· ' ... ' .. 

3' Whilst the service is performing, let him fiIraicng joil\ 
with the minister an.d congregation; with his heart and 
thoughts lifted up to God; and with his tongue too, where 
the liturgy requires that any thing should be spoken aloud 
by the people i as in the res ponce 51 the codcssioD, the 
Lord's prayer, and the doxology. '. " 

4. But le~ him take care, likewise, to avoid all rnanner of 
affectation, and not to behave hiqiseI( in such a manner, as 
if he had a mind to be taken notice of for a peT',on of ex­
traordinary ~evotion. For which reason, whatever private 
prayers" or meditations, he may have to oft'";:r up to God, 
let h~m p~t them into his thoughts alone, and let not his 
voice ~e heard, p}lt when the public office requires it. 

S' Wh~n he has received the bread, let birn cffer up this, 
or some other short ejaculation to God: ' " 

o GOOD God, grant that by the sufferings of my deal." 
~a~iour who 'Ya~ crucified for me, I may escape eterna~ ~uf';' 
fenngs, and be maM a partaker of everlaoting glory. 

. . '.' . 

And when he has received the cup, let him in hi, heart 
thus say: -

o GRACIOUS God; grant that by the shedding of the blood 
qr thy'dear Sou, I may obtain the remissio!; of all my sins, 
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6. While the bread and wine are distributing to the res~ 
'i1f the congregation, let him entertain himself with such 
sort 6f meditations and prayers as these; 

I. Let him again bethink himself what those sins are, to 
which he has· been most inclined; and let him in the pres­
ence of God, seriously and stedfastly renew his resolution 
of being careful to abstain from them for the time to come. 

2. Let him· also consider, what opportunities he ordina~ 
lily has for the doing of any good works" and let him stead­
fastly purpose ever hereafter to be diligent in making use of 
them. . . 

~. Arid let him hereunto add the following short prayer: 

MERCIFUL God, assist me with thy grace and Holy SpiT. 
it, that I may always keep those vows and resolutions which 
thou hast enJbled me to make; that I may ne. er return to 
any of my former sins, but ever hereafte,. serve thee faith­
fully, in the constant practice of virtue and religion, through 
Jesus Chriot our Lord. AmeJZ. . 

4. Allll here let him e"press his charity by putting up a 
prayer for all mankind, in this or the like fonn : 

LORD, if it be thy gracious will, extend thy mercy and 
compas,ion unto all mankind. Enlighten. the minds of those 
that arc ignorant, and move the wills of those that are 9be 
stinate, that they may all receive thy holy truth, and care­
fully Eve in the practice of it. P,(fdol1 all my enemies, 0 
Lord, and bring them, and all of us, all the world over, to 
~rue repentance, that we m::\y aU live holily and righteo!\sly 
here, all may. in the end, be ·happy with thee hereafte~jI 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. .Jimm. 

5. And then le~ him entertain himself with reading and 
meditating upon some select portions of the holy scripture~ 
until such time as the minister is ready to proceed 'Wfith the 
public office. I need npt here tr,lllscribt~ any particular textS i 

but will leave every man to m~I::c choice of such as are most 
agreeable to him; only if he be at a loss, let him read t~e 
hundred and nineteenth Psalm, where he will easily find 
proper matta enoug1

; to employ his devoutest thou¥hts up-
1)') tl:i3 occasion. 
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6. When the service is ended, and the congregation dis. 
missed, let him depart to his house or place'of abode; and 
as soon as he has a convenient opportunity of retiring into 
some privJ.te place, let him first look back, and consider 
whether or no, in the performance of ihis holy office, which 
he has so lately been at, he has behaved himself in all things 
as he ought to qave done; and if he finds tha~ he has been 
;my way short or defective therein, let him resolve to take a 
better care for the time to come. ' 
, '1' And then let him conclude with thiq, pr the like prayer: 

LORD, I desire to return my most hl,lmble and hearty 
tbanks to thee, for all thy blessings, (both spiritual and temM 
poral, which tho ll hast vouchsafed to me. At this time parM 

ticularly, I praise and bless thy holy name, for that oppor. 
tunity which thou hast this day given me of commemorating 
the death and passion of my blessed Redeemer, and also of 
p rtaking or his merits in the particip:ltion of that holy or­
dinance which he has appointed. Lord, parJon all the 
'..veaknesses and defects which I have been guilty of in the 
performance of that great duty; and assist me with thy 
grace, I beseech thee, that if.! the whole course of my life I 
may be ever careful to fulfil and perform these vows and. 
resolutions which I h'lve made to thee, through Jesus Chri~; 
our 1"ord. .Jimen. 

8. And h~;t of all, let him never, as long as h,e lives, be 
:fcrgctFul of what he h~s thout;htl and said and done, both 
hefore, alid at the holy communion: but let the remembrance 
:,f it be a constant restraint, upon him from all manner of 
l.vickedness; and Jet him upon the assaul~ of ~ny temptation, 
thus bethink himself. 

AT such a time I received the holy communion~ and then 
I seriously resolved, and solemnly promised to almighty 
God, that I woulJ heartily endeavour~ in all points, to live 
like a christian. Shall I then, \Ipon any account, cheat, lie, 
ctJrse, or swear, talk pro:allely or obscenely, orthe like? No, 
God forbid! I h;we engaged myself to God, to be another 
Wit of a man; and v.rhat can I expect but WI:ath and indig .. 
nation fron: him, if knowingly and wilfully I should violate 
those prormses whic,;h I so delibera~dy and steadfastly made 
~: hiil1 ? • 



AN OFFICE F9R THE SICR. 

Prayers from Dr. Paley's Clergyman's Companion in "isitil1g the $<;\t. 

Prayers for the Sick. 
(From Bishop Patrick.) 

o MosT gracious God, "/ho by thy Son 1es~~ Christ hast 
united us all in one body, that we should love one anothers 
'lnd if one member suffers, all the members should suffer 
with it; we humbly implore thy tender mercies towards this 
thy servant, of whose afflicted condition we desire to have <\ 
compassionate sense and feeling. . 

Look graciously upon himl a Lord, and visit him with thy 
salvation. Vouchsafe him such consolations from above7 

as we should desire for ourselves, were we in his extremity. 
Give him a true penitent heart for <III the offences that he hath. 
at any time committed; together with a lively faith in thySoll 
Jesus, who came into the wor'ld to save sinners. Give him the 
comfort of a holy hope, that thou acceptest his repentance. 
and faithful devotion to thee. Support him by this hope 
under all his pain, and enable him penitently to submit to 
thy faithful correction. Send him help now in time of need~ 
both for his soul and his body. Bless the meandor his re· 
covery; and, if it be thy good pleasure, restore him speed­
ily to his former health, and inspire him with a serious rtsO"i 

lution to serve thee more zealously all his days. 
Or if thou hast otherwise resolved in thy wise cot1nsels 

deliver him from the fear of death, assist him in his last ag_ 
ony, give him an easy and cheerfd passage out of this lifeJ 

and send thy holy angels to conduct him into rest and peace 
with our Lord Jesus Christ, for the same Jesus Christ'e. 
sake. Amen. 

(From Bishop Taylor.) 

GIVE thy servant, 0 Lord, patience iIi his ~otrow~, com~ 
£ort in his sickness, and restore him to health if it seem good, 
to thee. And, however thou shalt determine concerning 
him, yet make his repentance perfect, and his faith strong~ 
and his hope stedfast, and his passage safe; that when 
tIllJU shalt call his soul from the bod y, it may enter into ~h;; 
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Jest of the sons of God, 'and the bosom of biessedriess, an~ 
be with the HolJ Jesus. .Iimn1-. 

A Prayer JorTlianlifulness in 'Sickness; 

o GOD, wonderful both in thy mercies and judgment~j 
grant that the sense of thy servant's pr~sent af~Ections may 
not cause him to forget thy former merCIes, wh,lchthou hast 
bestowed upon him: 0 therefore, let the 1'emen1b:r.!nce of 
those many and great blessi~gsthat h~ hath so ~bng e~joye~ 
at thy hands, be now the proper motIves and Incentives to 
the virtues of patience and humility, causing him cheerfully 
to resign himself to thy blessed will under all the dispensa~ 
tionp of th y providence, though ever so hard; and patiently 
to wait fm." the return of thy loving~kindness in Jesus, which 
is better than life. .Iimm. 

A P1'ajJer for a Blessing. on the Means used fiW d 
Sicle Person's Recovery. 

(From Mr. KettlewelL) 

o GRACrOUS Lord, by whose word man lives, and not by 
:iny human means alone; direct we pray thee, the counsels 
bf those who prescribe to this thy SerVa!lt, and prosper the 
medicines which are used to procure him ease arid strength; 
hutlet not his confidence in them lessen any thing of his de: 
pendence on thee, butmake him sensible thai every good 
gift is from .thei:1, arid that it is'thou that give~t us help in 
time of need: To whom therefore, but to thee, . should we 
flee in the day of our visitation? since it is thy blessing only 
tbat maketh the means we use, effectual; and, however vain 
the use of them is without thee, if thou brddest them, the 
things or accidents which we do not think of, or regard. 
shall recover us. 0, theref~re, as their: part who administer 
to him is the care, so let thine, 0 God, be the blessing, and 
his the comfort: and as he regards them as thy instruments, 
so let him own thee for the author of his'mercies, and to 
thee give thanks, and pay his vows and services; through 
our Lord and !;;aviour Jesus Christ. .Amen. 



A Prayer for the grace of Pati~e, 
riEtr thy se:~vant, 0 i:~ou merciful Redeemer an4 16ver 

of soulsj· to undergo this load of affliction, which thou hast 
laid upon him, with patit:nce. . Lead him gently by the hand 
to the :Watei'sof comfort,afld let thy rod and thy staff sup .. 
port ¥i rn;· now that he is obliged to walk in the valley and 
shado\\' of death.· .. . 

Let him consider thee, .0 blessed Jesus, in all thy weary 
pilgtimatgeand sufferings here upon earth, before thou en­
~ertdst into glory that he be not weary and faint in his 
mind. 

If relief does not come from thee so sOOn as he expects 
or desires, enable hini still to hold out with long suffering, 
and to wait with patience for it. And whatsoever thou 
doest with him, 0 Lord, lei: him be dumb, and open not his 
mouth to milrmur or repine, because it is thy doing. Make 
him acquiesce and rest satisfied, even in the bitterest dispen­
sations of thy providence: And let no pains or suffering$ 
ever drive him from thee, considering that no temptation 
hath befallen him but ~'hat is common to men. Grant this, 
o God, for thy Son J eslis Christ"s sake. Amen. 

A Prayer for one "{oho hath been a notoriously 
, TVicked Liver. ' 

I . , 

o tORti Gdd, of infinite goodness and compassion, whose 
mercies are over all thy works; who makest the sun to 
shine, and the rain to descend upon the unjust as well as the 
just, and art kind even to the most unthankful: Vve hum­
bly beseech thee to look down in mercy upon this thy un­
worthy ~ervant, who hath so long trampled upon the rich. 
es of thy goodness, not knowing that it should lead to re. 
pentance. 

Let thy rod therefore, awaken him now to a sense of his 
~ondition, whom thy gtiodness hath not reclaimed, and let 
him still find mercy at thy hands, notwithstandidg his con· 
tinual abllse of it. 

Thou hast promised, o Lord, " that, when the wicked 
man turneth away from his wickedness which he hath com· 
mitted, and doth that wh,ich"is lawful and rightl he shall 
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save his soul alive." 0, make good this thy promise to tiq 
servant here, who stands in so much need of it; , 

Hide thy face from his eins and blot out all his iniquities: . 
though they be red as scarlet, yet do thou make tllel11 white 
as snow, by repentance; which we beg ot thee to give him, 
and to accept, tho~gh late" throu):;h t~lille infinite mercies'. 

SImon Magus, though in: " the gall ofbittei'ness, and the 
bond of iniquity," wasexhorted to repent, and to pray for 
pardon: and fherefore ,,'e h6pe the gate of life is' sti,l! open 
for our brother; though he h~th so lONg shut himidf out of 
it, by going on in a course that leadeth to the chambers of 
death. 

Blessed' Lord, let thy terrors at iengtb awa;{en him out ot 
this lethargical condition, before he, is overtaken by thy 
judgments. Afflict him here, that)hou mayest spare him 
hereafter .. Soften,his heart, that he may bewail his ill-spent 
life, like Mary Magdalen,- with tears I)f contrition. 

0, quicken him to a s(:nse ofhis duty, and of his dan­
ger, l:.;fore it be too late: And when thou hast brought him 
to his right mind', receive him, we beseech thee, ,as the com~ 
vassionate father did his prodigal son, or the shepherd his 
lost sheep. . . , 
. Thou3 0 Lord, who didst pardon tbe thief Mpon the 
tross, hear our prayers for our brother, in these his great, 
and, for any thing we know, his last agonies. 

And, as the fore-mentioned instances are lively significa­
tions of thine unbounded goodness, and. were written for 
our comfort and instruction, that none should despair of 11ar­
don; so with the greater confidence we now recommend 
this our distressed brother to thy divine protection, beseech. 
ing thee to forgive all that is past, and to receive hinl at last 
into thine everlasting habitation. Amen. 

A Pray_er for a Sick Troman tltat is 'Zt'it7i Child. 

o GOD, the help of all that put their trust in thee, the 
SD:PPOf: of the we?k, and the relief of the needy; look 
WIth plty upon thIS wOlUan, thy servant, who at best '3.C­
knowledgeth herself but a weak and helpless creature, but 
much lUore so now in her present conditio"n, when thou hast 
added weakness to we;)kness, and m;)de her to tnvail with 
much sickness, togeth~r with t.he burden of child bearing, 
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o Lord, be thou graciollsiy pleased to proportion" thy 
§tr~ngth to her weakn~ss, and as pains and S0ITOW take hold 
upon her, inspire her with fresh vigour and courage to rely 
upon thee, her Orily support in time of need, and the rock 01' 

. her salvation. . 
. Let ·her ~ot Qe disquieted with ~he fear of any evil, since 

nene can happ~n tj.nto her without thy permission; bur giv~ 
her grace patiently to resign herself to thy blessed will in all 
lhings, who knowest w\lat is beat for her, ~nd wilt lay nO 
P.lore upon her, w~ tr\tst,"than thou wilt ep.abl~ her to bear. 

J3ring strength, 0 Lor(h out of weakness, and health out 
of sic}:.p.~ss; and make heT, in thy good time, a joyful moth­
er:;of ~ h()pefu\ child, which ~ay do good in its generation, 
;lnd be an· instrument of thy glory here, and a bleesed in­
pabitant of thy heavenly king'dolll ~ereafter; through J~­
$J.JS Ghrist Qur ~ordf A171en! 

4 Prayer for Grace and Assistance for f1, TVoman1 

tifter Delivery, but still in Danger. 
(From rt~r. KettlewelL) 

o FATHE~ p£ mercies! whqt ~han!cs can we worthily 
give unto thee for thine tmspeakable goodness to this thy 

. servant, and her helple~s infant, and for the wondlOrous 
things which thoq hast dQne fpr her? Tile pangs of death 
~ompassed her, flIld ~he fognd tfo~lb.le and sorrow. The 
mouth of the pit was opened, and ready to shut itself \.lpOI~ 
her: bqt thou hast gracil;)l~sly ~S5lja~ed her pains, anq turn-
ed her sorrows into joy~ . . 

Lord, we will ever adore and magnify thy mercy, whieh 
P?S dealt so lovingly with her, and praise thy truth and faith­
fulness, which has not suffereq her hopes to fail. We will 
never forget how mindful thou hast been of th~ low estate 
of thy handmaid; f<;>r she has been Suppolted by thy pow­
er, 0 ble~sed God, in her greatest weakness. She has tast .. 
ed thy goodness in the midst of all her pangs and sorrows. 

Pt:rfect, 0 Lord, that deliverance to her which thou hast 
.1nost graciously begun, and let her not be lost, after the 
wonders which thou hast already done for hel\ 
"Gont~n\!-e her p~tit:nce, and her humble dependen:ce on 

~hee, under the pains and accidents to which she is still ex­
rosed. Support her spirits, ,\Od rais~ her up again in thf 
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*"'** Idue ~ime. Thy- m.ercy and. power are still the same,an~ will . 
be the s~me for ever.' 0., 'let them still be shewn for her 
re<:ov~ry, as they have ~en alr,eady for !'er: delivery ~ let 
them be shewn up.on her, that she may praise ~ee more and, 
ZQore ,I' 
" But if, in thy pate~nal providence" whereunto\y.e pray 
she may willingly commi~ h~rself; thou hast de~ermiIlyd cith~ 
erwisecom:erning he~, thy blesse~ will be ~one! dispose 
her either to life. or dea~h, as thou pleil:.est, ~:mly in bO,th to 
thy mercy: and whethe~ liv~ng or ~ying; l~~ per still pl~ase 
thee, and'he thou. her porti0t~. 'Oh •. perfect her~epentante, 
and give her. pattet;tce whilst ~h~ liv~s, ;In,dpeace when ,she 
d~esi and after that, the h;lppmess, %>f a bles,sed eteril1ty~ 
which thou hast prepare~ for ~V that ~ruly fea~. ~ee; thro~gA, 
Jesus ~hristo\l~ L~r4. Amw. . 

Tf the Child be l,ivlng this may be a~:ded. 

PR,ESERVR likewisehe:x tender infant, 0 father of mer. 
des, ~nd let' its o~n we~kness, . ~nd our 9ri~s, com,mend it'to, 
~hy care. ' 

Keep i~ afterwards in, health and s~fety, and as it increas,: 
es ~n years and sta~ure, let it \ncre.ase in wisdom, and i~ thy 
{ear. We beg IWt for it wealth or g;-eatness, but w~sdol1\ 
to know and to serve thee, For, 0 Lord, we 90 not de­
eire life, either for ol\rselves o~ it, b,!lt that we lllay live t~ 
thee, a~d grow daily in love and !hankf\Alness for all thy: 
mercie~, and in faith and patience, and all holy oPed~ence~ 
which tnay:(it us for the happiness, which thou hast prom,,: 
ised, through Jesus Christ our only Saviour an,d Redeernet:o 
.limen. " .... , 

Forms of Recommending tIle Soul to God, in lzer 
, Departure from the/Body_ 

(From Bishop Co.ins) 

iNTO thy merciful hands, 0 Lord, we commend the so~l 
qf this thy servant, now departing from the body. Receive 
him, we humbly beseech thee, into the arms of th'T mercy; 
into the glorious society of thy saints in heaven. 51men. 

GOD the Father, who hath created thee; God the Son, 
"t!Vho hath redeemed thee; Godthe Holy Ghost, who hatb,. 
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ittfused hIs grace into thee; be now, and evermore thy de~ 
fence! llss~st thee in this thy l,+sttrial, and bring thee to ev-.,. 
~rlastmg hfe. Amen.. . 

(From Bishop Taylor.) 

LOR D, receive the ~oul of this thy sen'a!!t: ]:nter not in~ 
to judgment with him~. spare him whom thou hast re­
dC(':h1ed with thy most precious blood, and deliver him fron~ 
all evil and mischief, from the crafts and assaults of the dev­
il; from the fc;ar of dea~h, and fro:ql ever1as~ing ~9'n~e~­
pation. Amen. 

LORD, impute not 1\nto him the follies of his you.th, nor 
any of the errors of his life; b\lt strengthen him in his ag~ 
~>ny, and carry him safely through the last distress. Let not 
his faid! waver, nor his hope fail, p!l1;his charity be dimin­
ished; let him die in peace, <\nd i '" in 1;lope, ~~d rise iq 
glory. Amen. . 

A Prayer r;p7tich may be used 'With ".l'e Frkn{ls 01' 

Relations qf the Deceased. 

, MOST just art thou, 0 God, in all thy dealings with u~. 
:jnd "our. pl\nishment is less than our :niquities deserve ;" 
2nd therefore we desire to submit with all humility and p~.­
tience to this dispensation of thy divine providence. Be 
pleaseq so to sanctify it to this family, that thy grace and. 
mercy may more abundantly flow upon thy servants. Thy 
vroperty jt is to bring good out of evil;. 0, turn that evil, 
whi~h ill now befallen this hOll:se, to the benefit of everyone 
pf us, that so we may be abl~ to ~ay, from h;lPPY e~perience. 
~hat ,. the house of mournmg IS better than the-house of 
feabtingt while ~he death of our brothtr, through thy bless· 
ing, shall conduce and minister to our spiritual advantage. 

Let the sight of his change make us the more mindful of 
.our own, and the sense of our loss make. us cleave more 
stedfastly to thee, 0 God. Let the remembrance of his vir­
~ues make us follow his example, and the hope we haveof 
his being blessed, cause us to press, with the more ea·rnest·~ 
ness, "towards tile m,!":" for the prize of our high calling 
in Christ Jesus." . 
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'rnou knowest, () Lord, the 'fe311le~s and frailtycof 0\11\ 
~ature, ancl therefore we be&eec? th~e t~ ?iv~ thy servants, 
tyvho are more nearly connected III this VISitatiOn, a constan~ 
~upply of thy good, Spirit, to enable, them to be~r i~ with 
h\lfl1ility, patience, resignation, and submissioq to ~hy divine 
,viU, as ~ecqp1eth the gospel of Je$l1s Christ: Q, !h~t no 
repining thoughts may riie in their hearts to discompos~ 
fhe~r d#ty towards ~heeJ or towards their neighbollr? 'but 
~elp ~em rather to think wherein they have offended thee'. 
~nd carefully to amend it; to place their affection~ more 
Iltedfastly on those immovable things which are above, and 
freely resign an their thoughts and desires unto thee; " say~ 
mg, wit~ holy JDO, " T~e Lord gave, apq the ~ord t?keth 
~way, blessed be the name of the L,ordr" Anq let the deat~ 
of thy servant strike us all with 54ch a liVely s~n,se of our 
mortality, as may cause us so thoroughly to die to sin, and 
live to gra~e, that~ ':'BC''" !We die, we may rest in him,as OU;­

hope is that, ou~ brotht$ doth. 
We evidently see, that death is the end of all men; grant 

~$ therefme grace to lay it to heart, to despise the world~ 
~, to abhor that which is ev~l, ~nd c;~eaye to that which ~s 
good ;" to delight in thy word. to stu~y thy will, to observe 
thy law, and to take all possibl~ care'to promote thy hon., 
our, ;m~ ol,lr 0"'{11 sflh:~tiol}; tllat when we go the way of 
{Ill the c(lrliJ, we may be comforted by thy pr(unce, and ad .. 
;nittctl into thy heavenly kin~dom: !imrm. 

;,1 Prayer for a Person .that is qffiicted with G'l'ie'V~ 
, 9US li>crins qf his Body~ 

,(From l\Ir. J~nfs.~ 

, 0 LOR~, thou ~rt a merciful God, anli dos~ not willingly: . 
afflict the childl en of men; but wher necessity requires, 
thou chast~sest u!> for our profit, that we may b~ par~ak~r~ 
pf thy holllless. Remove', we be~eec;h thee, thIS afflictIOn 
from thy servant, or enable him to bear what thou art pleas,­
ed to by upon hin)" Lord, all his ~esire,' is before thee, 
;md his groaning is not hid from thee~ Regard his affiic": 
tl~n, ~hei1 thou hearest his Cfy. Enter notintp judg11,1~n~ 
With. hIm, no~ deaJ with himacconling to hi~,siil:s} but ac~ 
C?rdl~g to thy mercy in Jesus Chriot. 0 gracious F,\theT, 
s<.nctliy to him- whdt thou hast laid upon hinl, that his pres-
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etJi affiiciion may work out for him an eternal weight is! 
~Iory. Support him under his pains, tiH it shall please the~ 
to grant him ease ~nd comfort, And, however thou shalt­
deal \;'ith him, let him not repine at thy correction, nor ~in 
in charging thee fdolishty. Make him Sensibte, that thou 
Mdt tlbthing but what is wise and just; nothing but what 
thy servant s~all one day ha~e cause to bless and praise thee 
for doing, And let this consideration, teach him to glorify 
thee in the time of his visitation, by a humble submission td 
~hr wll'l;aiid a siiicere--reformation uudei thy ptovidential 
dispensations; that thol,l marest visit hiQ'l :n meicy and love. 
and shew hIm the joy of thy salVation; through Jesns Christ 
Gur Lord. -lhnen.'-

A Prayer for a Person in a ConSlmption; or anll 
lingering Diseas(JJ 

(From 11k Jcnh) 

o MI;:RCIFUL God, tholt hast lOng kept tHy servant undei 
thy chastising hand; tho'll hast made him acquainted with 
grief; and his sickn:ess is even become J.1is familiar com.: 
pdnion; Yet, 0, blessed Lord, grant that he may not be 
impatient under thy chastisement, who art pleased to wait so 
long for the return of a sinner: but let him remember that 
thou hast kind intentions even in thy bitterest disJ!l't'nsatiom ; 
that thou chastisest him "whom 'llou lovest, and scourg. 
est every son whom thoo receivest." -Teach him, Glgra. 
cious Father, to see love in thy rod,: and justice in all thy 
deali1'lgs; that he may humble himself nnder thy migh1:1 
hand i' that he may think it good for him to have been af ... 
1iicted and patiently wait for thy loving kindness. 

Yet, that his faith may not fai:l, nor his patience be over .. 
tome, give him- ease and relax his pain; and a happ"y con­
clusion of this long visitation. In the mean time, grant 
that he may neither despise thy chastening, nor faint under 
thy rebukes; but employ the time which thou lendest, and 
improve the affi.iction which thou continuest, as a gracious 
opportunity _ for hiS' spiritual advantage; that, under the de .. 
cays of the body, the inner man may be renewed day by day: 
and that whatever appertains- to his everlasting salvation may 
be promoted and perfected, through the riches of thy graceJ 
and the multitude o£ thy mercies in Jesus Christ. Amln. 



if. Prajjer for one under Fears a1td DoubtS cond>1~~· 
ing his Spiritual Condition; OT under perple.vin: 
lYlOughts and Scruples about his Duty.' ' 

(Fio~ Mr. Kettlewell.) 

b LORD our God, \Ve offer up our humble supplicatioil 
to thee in behalf of this thy servant, whose soul is disquiet;. 
ed within him, by his fears arid anxiety, respecting the safe~ 
iy of his conditiori .. Remove from him, we entreat thee, ail 
frightful apprehen~ions, all perplexing doubts, ahd scruple$ 
about his· duty ... Make him satisfied ahd settled in a right 
tmdersbhding of all thy precepts, and careful in the obser­
Vance df thein; and dispel by the light of thy cOLlntenance,. 
21;11 that darkness, which obscures his soul, that he may not 
hI;: unnecessarily dejected, ant!. distrustful of himself, or dis,;. 
honourably jealous of thee. Deliverhim from all those of­
fences, which make him so much a stranger to peace and 

. comfort; and cause him to place his'chief satisfaction and 
delight in obeying thy commandments, and in meditating 
DU thy mercy ; through Jesus Christ our Lord~ 

A Prayer for Natur-al Foois Dr lI([admen~ 
(From Mr. Kettlewell;) 

O, . ..AbUGHTY and most rrlerciful Father, pify, w~ entreaf· 
thee, this thy unhappy creature, whb know's not his owii 
wants, nor how to ask for thy mercies. Compassionate, 0 
Lord, his infirmii:~es; ahd .supply his hecessities. Let thj· 
wisdom prevent those evils which he cannot foreste, or 
wants understanding to remove; but especially. keep him, 
from doing any thing that may be hurtful either to himself 
Qr others. 

Let his mind, on all occasions, be quiet and peaceable; 
ilnd as far. as.his faculties eXtend, eXercised in piety and de ... 
trout tnedltatlons. 0, hear our cry, when we call upon 
thee: I:Iear us for him, who is not ableto pray for himself t 
grant hIm thy fatherly care at present, and thy peace at last; 
through the mediation of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
{1mm. 
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)1 Prayer to be used on ·the Death wet Friend. 

·(FtomMi-. Merrick.) 

" 0 ALMIGHT.f God; whO clost Dot 'willingly grieve the 
~hildren of men, bu~ in thy visitations rememberest mercy, 
teach ni~ by thy grace to bear the loss of that dear person 
whom thou hast taken froIn .me with patience and resigna­
tion, • and . to make a right use of the affliction ,:,hich thy 
fathetlyhand has laid\ipon me. Thou hast given and thou 
hast taken away: Blessed be thy holy name. Make me 
thankful, 0 Lord, for the comforts and blessings which I still 
enjoy; ahd sandify to my soul all the sufferings, which in 
the course of this mortal life thou shalt appoint for me. 
~et the death of friends and relations help to keep me al­
ways l1iihdful Of my own mortality. And grant~ that by 
thy grace I may here apply my heart to wisdom, and may 
hereafter by thy mercy be rtceived into that everlasting 
kingdom, where all tears shall be wiped from all faces, and 
~<;>rrow and sighing shall flee away. Hear me, 0 merciful 
Father; f6r the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer qf Preparationfor Death. 

. 0 ALMIlniTY God, maker and ju~ge of all men, have 
hiercy upon me, thy weak and sinful creature; and if by thy 
most wise arid righteous appointment the hour of death 
be approaching towards me, enable me to meet it with a 
hIind fully prepared for it, and to pass through this great 
and awful trial in the manrier most proffitable for me. O. 
let me not leave any thirig undone, which may help to make 
tny departure safe .and happy, or to qualify me for the high­
tst degree of thy favour that I am capable of obtaining. 
Pardon the sins which I have committed against thee, by 
thought, word, and deed, and all my neglects of duty. 
Pardon the sins which I have committed :against my neigh­
bour; and if others have wronged or offended me, incline 

, my heart freely and fully to forgive them. Cleanse my soul 
from all its corruptions, and transform it into the likeness 
bf thy Son Jesus Christ; that I may behold thy face in glo­
ry, and be made partaker of thy heavenly kingdom. And., 
o merciful Father, give me that support of spiritlolal com-

2R 
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fort, which thou seest rieedful for me hl my present concil.: 

, tidn: . And grant that; wHen my change cQmes, I may die' 
with a quiet conscienc~~ with a well~g~ounded assurance of 
thy favour, and a jOyfui .hope of abl~ssed -resurrectiOn; 
~hr:ouih our Lord' an4 Sav~o~~ Jesus Chnst.Amm. 

" "! f 3 

PRAYERS FROM iHFFERENT' AUTHORS; 

A P:rayer to be used during Sl'c/cn~s$. 
(From Sir James 5tonh6use;,Bart. M. D.) 

'tv the, sfck person i's 50 very ill, that he o;ann~t read thiS: I~im8eI'f, he' 
, may desire some friend to rep'eat it to him;" bU~ he must be su:re dev~utl1 
to make Uhi!! 6\vn, by adding his Wearty amen to the conclUSion of It. 

A~MI(~H'TY, anti most' righteous Lord God,. in whose 
hands are the appointnients of life and death, give me grace 
to consider, that this my sickness is' of thy sending; alJ,d t<Y 
acknowledge the justice, as well as the mercy, of thy visita~ 
tion, and my sufferings. May I look up to thee for strength 
to bear, and grace to profit by it. It comes, 0 «Sod, as a 
scourge for my sins, which is to make me see, feel, and avoid 
them; as thy medicine to cure my spiritual disease; and as 
thy firey trial, which u; to prove me, and to purge away my 
dross. Let it no't fail, Lord, in answering these gracious 
purposes. Bring to my mind all such considerations as may 
revivC1, succour me, and raise me above all discouragements,. 
a,nd fear. Let my thoughts, under this visitation, be only 
those of love and thankfulness;, of resignation and obedi .. 
ence; of humility, and hope in thy mercy. Give me I be .. , 
seech thee a full trust in thy most gracious promises" noi 
let, me shew my indecent carriage in my afHictions, which 
would add to my guilt, if I die; or to my remorse and shame 
if! live., ' 

Father of mercies, pity thy sick servant and out of com .. 
p'assion to my weakness, lessen my sorrows. Pardon my 
restless complainings, .and support me under them by thy 
comforts. Direct and recompense the labours and kindness 
of those, who charitably, aFi~ f:iendly attend me in my sick­
ness; Keep me alwayssubmlsslvc and deVl8ut towares thee, 
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me. M'lythy blessing accompany all their endeavo~rs foi{ 
my good, and all the medicines directed. Put an end, in thy 
!!.u'e time, to my disease [or to my pains] and either restore 
me t() my strength, health, and ease, granting me the mer- . 
~ies qf a long life; or ehe prepue me more i~mediately for' 
;l blessed and comfortable death, forour Lord Jesus Ghrist's 
s~ke, 'Vho died for my sins, and rose again for my justifiea-
~"1On~ Amen~ . 

.4 Prayer to be used after Recovery. 
(From Sir James Stj:!nhouse, Bart. 111. D.) 

HAS God mcn:ifully r.estored YOll to health? Surely you cannot dout\t 
(,he obligations yo~ lie under tq be tl.ankful for it. Shocking indeed, that 
Dot of ten leapers cleansed, only one should return to give glory to God: 
But take care, that you follow not the example of the nine, for instances 
of such ingratitude are too·common. See Luke xvii. p. After recoHry 
!j!)erefprf' use *" f()ll()'Yin&"~ or S9~" ~'1ch pl'ayer. 

MOST gracious and merciful G04, the fountain oflile:t 
return thee humble and hearty thqnks for having spared the 
life of thy servant: I adore thee, as the a11thor af my cure~: 
and praise thee for the success thou hast gi\'en to t~lOse ap:'" 
plications, which were the means of effecting it. May I 
remember the chastisements, the instrur::tions, and the de~iy­
erances I have received; and may I be enabled to perform 
~he good resolutions I made in my sickness. As thou hast 
I:ondesccnded to hearken to the prayer of so sinful a creol­
ture, may I call ~pon thee, as long as I live. Being made 
whole, may I go away, and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto me. Having known the bitterness of affli-ction, 
may I pity and endeavour to relieve those, who hbour ~I\d<;r 
it. And may I never forget my obligations to thee, and the 
kindness of those about nie, wholl;1 I humbly recommend t() 
thy continued kindl\ess, and everlasting favo\.4r, through Je. 
~us Christ, my Lord an4 S~viour" AlI'/el~. 

A short Prayer to be used by tM Sick PerSOtt 
, himse!!: 

(From Mr. Merrick.) 

o ALMIGHTY God, whose Son Jesus Christ w;os hilnself 
made pCl!'fect through sufferings, look down with pity Oll, 
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I.'lC thy afflicted serya,nt. Pardon 1117 manifol~l Si:13 and neg~ 
leCts of duty, and grflnt that my present sIckness maYRe 
sanctified to the good of my soul, and to my jmprovement 
in all christian virtues.' Mortify in me all. siuf~l, qesires and' 
aifections, keep me from fretfulness and l):11patience 1 gran~ 
me true repentance;' and, if it be thy good pleasure; . bless 
the means which are ~sed for the r~covery of my healt~ i 
But if tb9u ha,st determined that this SICkl}e'S, bhall. be my 
last, enable me to die with comfort, and with an humble 
trust in thy mercy, through rny Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Jlmen • 

.A Pra!ler to be used by a'J1!j Fi>i~nd in lelw!! of a 
. Sick or AJflicted Person.' 

(From Wir.j\j'mi~k.) 
,,("', 

HEAR 0 merciful Lord, J[ b3seech thee, the prayerwhich1 

1 now o'ffer in behalf ot a person whom thy fatherly hand: 
has affiicted. Sanctify his sufferings? 0 J,ord, ,to the good 
of hIS soul ; strenghten his faith and trust in tJl(~e,-~Dd give 
him such a degree of comfort ane! relief, .is thou sees~ need~ 
fitl for-him; enable him to receive thy vdtationwilh rnee}~ 
11ess and patience, and grant that we may all pas, through 
1t~etrials which thou, in thy vvise providence, hast appoint­
'i;d for us, .with the humility. of silll1crS justly punished for 
our offences; yet with a CO)lstant and lively hope that these 
light afflictions, which last bl,lt for a'moment, will work for 
us a farrr,t,ore exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Gran~ 
tl.1is, 0 bl~ssed Lo~d, foll' the, sake of thySo'n Je5~sChrist; 
-'hnetl.., . . , < 

A Prayer to be used b"!J an;?/ one or mOl'e in a Fmn­
ity, in the presence qfa SickPeJ"Son; 'uJlich ma!} 
be also used by a Person in Pri'r.¥Ite, in behalf qf 
Sick Friends,. and may be ddded to tlw .. ZYlorning 
and E,vening Prayers in the Family" . . 

~JVIIEN this prayer;3 used by on;; person only, he must u.e I, ;nstc3d of 
we, me, instead of us. " . 

o ALMIGATY God, the helD of all tha~ Dut their trust in 
tbee, the relief of the need y, the sovereign 'good of all man­
!.:.1nd ; hear the prayer$ we nO':7 offer unto thy divi.ne m<Jjes. 
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hr,,.in the;~,l,1alfof thy s:ew~lj.t flOW' 11~ng uP.9Qthe bed of 
Sic~ness. ;;Look ~,poI) him; we pray thee,with thy tendere5~ 
pity and compacsi9n, and ~,thou gracious and favourable 
un~o him; a<;c01;ding tQtl1enecessity of his case, and accor~ 
ding to, themu\titude of thy tendermetcies in Christ Jesus. 

In subin!s~ipn to thy m()st Wise, 'disposal of thingo,we be~ 
seed) the,e, t,o, ?~ats: his dis~€~peJ ... to ease hi~ pains, and re';' 
~t9re him,.i,n thy due tim'e,,~ his fGf\l1er health \lnd5trength~ 
~b;lt he may.' l!,lVe ,a.lo~~Ij;J," t~mtj to ~o;t;k out his 'saly~tio~f 
an<;l bt; more useful m hIS s~tiOn, apd do more good III hIs 
generation : J~lJt h,qwey!jf thou shalt be pleased to deaLwith 
him,. as to, th,e, conq'r;n,s iClf his body" yet, 0 I,.prd, let hi~ 
so~l be everpreciousm ~by sight; w:a:,h and clean,se it, w~ 
beseech thee, in tne'p.!9QJ:lof thy de,ar "'on, that if 'may be 
delivered from 'all th,e,d0fjlem<:ntq it bath cOITqnitted in thi~ 
~inful life, and be p;t~sei:lted Il~re and spotle$S b;::lo~e t]lt 
throne of grace. ' 
, 0h! give, him a rig.h~~is<:erning of the things which be­
long to his peace, 'and let them riever be hid: from his eyes: 

Enable him to, finlsll 'the great work he has to do, give 
hi91. ,a, true and unfeigned repentance of all his sins, and a 
fin{l reliance on thy gracious promises ~ an.! grant til:,t' he 
may fin,Jth:lt pr::ace of Gr)d~ which pas'es all umkrstandingo 

:Fit'him) 0 Lord, [ai-Jiving and dying, anel for wh",tever. 
in thy wise-and righte,ous: p.rovjdcllce, thou ha<;t designed 
t)l" him.' 'And' if thouhas'fdclermined, that this sicknes!l 
9h;;l1 be <\ sickness l,lnto death, and this vi,it:ation his last vi3~ 
itation, prepare himJ 0 mercif~l G3d, h thy grace, fu'rthy 
blessed self, and grant him a safe and comfortable pa&S;1ge 
out of this world, to that which is ilifinikly better, through 
the merits and mediatioll of thy blessed i:ion» our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. ' " ' 

A Pra!;:er for a Penson under any Grievous Pains. 

o GOD, our refuge and, $tre~gth, who art a present help 
in time of trouble:' 0 look graciously upon me, I most ear­
nestlybeseechthee; and (if itb,' thy blessed'will) send me 

, ease and comfort in this time of my distress. I a<:knowl­
edge, 0 Lord, the justice of thy dealings to:wards me. i 
confess. that I have deserved much greater pams than I now 
feel: o let me then never murmur or repine under any af~ 
fliction thoulleest fit to lay upon me. Give me a meek and 
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quiet 5ubnlission to ,th.ywill, • t~at I tnaywait with pati~nee 
till thouseest fit to deliver me.' Suffer hot the extremity of 
my pains to transport me ihtoany. rash or unbecoming ex .. 
pressions, or cause me ~o entertain a hard thought of thy 
providence ~ but whatever evils or sorrows 1, may Jeel, lel 
me stilll<we thee, and ,believe thee to be a kind and merciful 
Fathe'r, even whilst thou art smiting and correcting me. 

And, o blessed Lord, that! maybe enabled so to do, be 
pleased, in tIly great mercy, to strengthen and 'support me 
with the consolations of thy Holy Spirit, and lay not more 
upon me than thou wilt enable me to bear~, I know thou ar~ 
able to deliver me, and therefore:in thee do I put my trust. 
Sanctify this affliction to me, that it may produce in me the 
fruits of a true and sincere repentance. ' 

o Lord, hear me; 0 Lord, help lne, for thy me~cy's sake 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 4men;'· LImen. ' 

4- short Prayer to be used vi f! Sick Person 'tt'hell 
" lte takes Ph!jSu:. 

o LPl}D, withollt whom all o1,lr endeavollrs are but in vai~. 
give thy blessing tc? the m~at1s now used for my recoverr~ 
a,lld (if it be thyq1e§sed will) ma~e them so effectual for that 
end, that ~ may live and be an instrument of thy glory, and 
pe better prepared for tpe ~oming of tnY LQr~Lan:d~aviour 
lesus Chnst. ,lirn,el1!, , . . 

4- PraYf::J~ to be used by a Sicle P~§gr? rifore th(: 
taking of Physict 

~Frp~ Dr. W'lr~en.) 

o LORD God~ the orily great and m~ghty physician both 
0f soul and body; w.ho hast created the physician, and gi¥\' 
en unto phisic whatsoever virtue alld goodness it has to work 
for either preservation of life, OJ: restoring the health of man; 
who didst heal Hezakiah's sore with a plaisture, the eyes of 
one born blind with ointment of clay and spittle, Na~man 
the Syrian'S leprosy with washing, who willedst thy children 
to use the means for the curing of sickness and recovering of 
he.alth. Let me not injure my soul, or dishonour thy ala: 
mIghty power, by doubting of thy sufficiency and goodness 
to restore by means, as I know thou canst without, and 
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~ai.rist, and above. lIi~an~;, 1. ;Let m'~ n~t tempt thee bi neg".!; 
lectmg those means, whiCh 1~ thy providence thou affordest; 
~Qr despair of thy goo'~n~~ ~~dpower if thou shouldst deny' 
1/. Let me seek for no ~nl~fu'l helps, but let me place my 
full trust arid c0nfidenc~ m t4y gpodness and mercy. beseech­
ing thee to sa~ctify that physic' I~m to t:ec~ive i and to di..;. 
teet unto and bless this and other wholesome remedies 
which may effect my recovery.. En}argt: my faith, encrease 
my patience, further my i-epentance, and let thy grac!,! and. 
mercy never be w~nting to me; bUt .rn the l?1idst of all my 
pangs an:d extre~ity, so assiSt: pte with thy Hofy Spirit, that 
I may freely resign up my soul and body into thy mostgra­
cious prot!,!ction a':1dc~stody. Grant this, 0 merciful Fa .. 
iher, for Jesus Christ his sake. . 

A Prayer ta be used at taking pjlys'ic. 
(From an office for the sick, boUnd in the same vol. with the Pa.schal Lamb.) 

o Mo'ST blessed and eferna1 Jesus, who :\rt the great phy. 
sician of souls, and the sun of righteousness arising with 
healing' in thy wings, to thee IS given; by thy heavenly Fa. 
t4et, the g'ovetnineI1t of the world, and thou disposes't every 
great and little accident to thy Father's honour, arid to the 
comfort Of them that love and setve thee ~ Be ptdsed to' 
bless the rriinistfy of thy servint, in order to my eJse and 
liealth; direct his judgment, prosper the medicines, arid dis­
pose the changes df my sickness fortunately, that I may feel 
the blessing and loving kindness of the Lord, in the ease of 
my pain, and restit!Jtion of my h~alth ;, that I, being tes~or~d 
to the society of the living, arid to the solemn assemblies, 
may praise thee arid thy gOodness sec'retly among the faith­
ful, and in the cOl1grt>gation of the redeemed ones,. here in 
the outer courts of the Lord, and hereafter in thy eternal 
femple' for ete r and ever. Amm; 

.A,. Prayer to be frequen~ty used by it JP'oman 'ldtlt 
Child • 

. . 0 GOD, who ar~ the author of our being; the fountain or 
life, and of- all blessings spiritual and temporal; thou art 
great and doest wonderolls cth~ngs, thou art God alone; I 
adore thy, glorious. majesty, whicn has begun an exce1h:rrt 
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Viork in me, which no eye but thine sees, and:nohand but 
thy almighty power can finish.. ' 
. Be pleased, I beseech thee, in thy great goodness to: per~ 
fect and -cpmplete that which ~ou hast now begun:in me' ~ 
give it its due shape and full groWth, and 'preserve me from 
all frights, or evil accidents, which may Cause ine to mis-
carry. . .,..' \, .',. . 

And .bless it, 0 God, in mind, as well as in pody;, eil.;. 
Que it with an understanding capable to ki1OW, thee~ with a 
heart strongly bent to feat thee, ;ind with all those holy and: 
good dispositions, that may maRe it always ami~hle in thy, 
sight. Oh! sanctify it, I beseech'thee, from the wbmb, and 
receive and reckon it for thy child, as soon 'as it is mine; lent 
to lIle for my comfort, but created: andh:setved by th~l for 
thy service and glory. .. . 

o Lord, I humbly ~ommit both' m:ys~f arid this babe 
which is conceived in me to thy mercy ~nd goodness: 
Strengthen aha enable tne, I beseech thee, to go thr!Jugh 
~1l the pains and uneabiness ot child,-bearipg, viith patience 
and submission to thy will; c0i13ideting" that they are the 
just punishinent of sin: Give me <In humble hustaild de~ 
Fendance Oil thy fatherly care and. good providence, and 
make me, in thy good time, a joyful mother of a hopeful 
!1;hild, which may live to .be an instru,ment of thy glory, and 
by serving thee faithfully, and doing, good in its generation~ 
may be received into thy everlasi:~ng ,kingdom, through J esui: 
Christ our Lotd arid only Saviour. .limen. 

A Praye1' to be used by a i UTothan drau:ing nea~ 
the tnne Qf h?r 'I'm'mil; to· be added to ,the Clos(:l 
~r Farnily Prayers upon sl~ch occ,asians. . 

o LORD, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and re"; 
lieve thy servant that draweth near the time of her travail; 
look upon her with}he eyes of thy mercy~ give her comfort 
and sure confidence in thee. Of thy goodness, 0 Lord, let 
her have strength and courage to meet her pains, patience 
~,nd submi~sior under them, andin thy: due time a safe de~ 
bv~ra;~e; that being ~re8erved from the great danger Of 
,"hl1d.-DJrrh, she may, through thy fatherly care and gool! 
pro.V1dence, become a joyful mother of a hopeful child. 
WhlCh may live to be .aninstruniel1t of thy gloryJ by serving-
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~hee ff\i~hful1y and doing,good,in :its generation, thi'ough Je .. 
su~ Chl.jls~QurLqr<.\ and(,mly,S~vlOur. limen. . 

A ,Pra.yer for, a }/Voma21 in Tr.J1!Vail, to jbe, uSt?d\ by 
ller. F'riends • 

. ,(Fl'onl'Mr, Jenks.) 

o l'.tMIGI-ITY ~-,6"d 'God, ,'\"Ihobringest to the birth, and 
,gives! strt;ngth.tO bri,ng for~h ; 'shew' mercy we beseech thee, 
to thy ser\l;<;tnt, in the f.irne of her ,need and distress;: and 
b,~ r)o~ ,rar from her when trouble is nigh to her, -and lies 
sore ,:illdheavy upon h:::r; bnt.h~t·lier e·xperiencethv help 
at hapd,' acc'Jrciing to the 'i1ecessit~, 'of her case. (j mIti­
gate ,tIl:,: pangs, and rriab~ i~eni·tolerable unto her ;:lnd sup­
por,ta.rid relieve her under the 'paill and pressure that ;1Te·SO 

grievous to bt;borne by her. Arid grant her Lord ,atiq>e­
ly,safe, and hapPY-deliverance of the 6ff'rring wherewith 
she travails, that she may see the fruit'of her womb with 
such comfort: and joy as may make her forget the past anguish 
aml sorrow; and with a truly thankful heart give thee the 
glory of stich thy mercy, who doest thin~s worthy of God, 
and.make,~t .thy servant9 a waydf escape out of the da.ngers 
lhat threaten to deStroy t1iem~ Or sh6uldst thou turn things 
''Contrar'y to our desires,whicl1 we humbly.preent before 
thee; shouldst thou refuse to hear. us begging for the life 
of thy handmaid, and mak~ this expected birth, prove her 
death; yet hear us, 0 Lord,. we.'earnestly pray,~hee,for her 
soul, ft \1:1t It n1ay bl~ safe- in:. thy blessed hands; that she mar 
be. prepared ror~ better life; 311ci find the bcst deliverance 
'of all from all sin and· misery , ir'lthe pedectiOll of holiness, 
:and.,the ,fullness ·of joy; ·there to live in thy love, and to 
sir.J.g thy prait:~forevcrin~re. .ilmetl • 

. (J;rom i\lr_>J~~ks,) 

: .1h,EssED ,forever b~ thy, name~ ,0 Lord,Pllt gracious Gdd~ 
~'hQ renv:mbere~,t us. in. ollr! low.,estate, and dost no(abhor 
lhe ;tiliictioil of rhe ~fH'cte.d ;bUt.he;lrest thy servant, ¢ty­
ing,to thee in their Jist/~ss,.aiid sehdest rcli-ef <lnd help in 
time 'of need.. ..0 that we I1):1Y pr:li,e tl,lee, Lord, as we 
':lught, for, ~u.ch ~h,y gQOd1lc:ss"a:mi wqlldcrtul w9rks, to ,t,he 

. ~ C -
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children of men! 'tnoti ;bdngest clown, and raisc&t up; thbu 
givest trouble, and send est comfort; throwest ~lown under 
fears and griefs, and again revivest our hopes and joys. 
Thou, a Gad, art good in all things, and worthy to be ad. 
mired anq"praised in every d~spemation of thy p~ovidence: 
but chieti:rwe are affected wlth thy sc:a50nable aIds of our 
misery, when thou givest tis beauty for ashes, the oil of 
gladness for mourningj ,and, the garments of praise fer the 
15pirit of.heaviness. So thou ha,t now,. blessed be thy name! 
refres~ed thy afflicted hand~aid, and rejoiced the souls of 
thy servants. And here we offer up unto thee, a gra~ 
cious Lor.d, all our devout acknowledgments of thy loving 
kindness; and the sacrificeo£'.. ollr unfeigned thanks and 
praise for this sweet -reviving mercy, which is as life from 
the dead. ,0 that thy handmaid, and all of us, m3Y be dil­
ly sensible of such favour from the Lord! and for all the 
greatgoodness,and these continual obligations from above, 
may we give thee all, the love of oUr hearts, and thesel'vice 
of our lives, and the glory due to thy blessed name, now 
and for evermorc. limen. 

A Than1csgiving to be used by a W01'ntl1i after her 
sqje Delivery when she is able. 

(Froln Bishop Patrick.) 

UNTO thee, 0 God~ do I give thanks: For that thou arf 
near, thy wonderous works declare. In my distress I called 
upon thee., and my cry came unto thee: I sought thee; 
o Lord, and thou heaf.{:lest me, . and deliveredst me from 
all my fears. In the day when I eryed, thou answeredst 
me, and guidest me with strength in my soul. Thou 
hast brought up my soul from the grave, thou hast kept 
me alive, that! should not go down to the pit. Blessed 
be God, which hath not turned away my:ptayer, nor his 
mercy from me. Blessed he God, who hath preserved the 
fr~it of my womb, and made me the joyful mother of a 
child; . thy vows are upon l1fe, 0 God, I will sing praises 
unto thee. I will sing unto' the Lord as long as I live: I 
will.sin~prai~e ~nto my G6d, while I have any being. ~ My 
medltatlOn of 111m "hall be sweet, I will be glad in the Lord. 

Accept, a IPerciful Father, of these thankful acknowl. 
edgmtnts, ,vltii;;h go not for~h out of feigned lips; and ge 
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pl<;ased gradou3ly to preserve such a lasting and fresh re~ 
membrance of thy great mercies in my heart, tnat I may al­
ways be joyful in thee, and fpeak good of thy name, and 
trust in thee at all times ~ and still cry unto thee, 0 God 
most high, who ltcrformest all things for me; make me in­
dust(ious likewise, and forw'lrd to bring forth all the fruits 
gf righteousnc:&s throughout the whole course of my life, 
which may witness the truth and sincerity of my thankful-
nezs to thee. ~ . 

o thiJt I may never be less earnest and fervent in the re­
turn of obtdi.nce, than I have been in desires and prayeu 
to receive thy blessing! Dispose me to have a kind and ten­
der care of this infant, which thou, hast committed to my 
charge; make mc;J willing to undergo to the utmost of 
my power, all the .paills that accompany its education: L":t 
not the love of ea&e and pleasure breed in me an aversness to 
any duty, to which both nature and religion incline me; or 
give me grace, by sober thougkts, and a thankful n;J11em­
\lrance of the lare pain from which thou hast delivere~ me, 
to ?VerCOlI~e it :. Especially endue ,me with the greatest love 
to ItS preqous Immortal soul, and help me so to grow and 
increase in christi,tn wisdom and goodn~ss, that I may be 
lIble to instruct it, when it is capable. in the fear of our 
I.ord i and by meek and gentle admonitions, together vvith a 
good example in all things, to win it to the love of true god­
liness. Or, if tholl art pleased to take it from me, who de­
serve not the lea,t of thy mercies, Lord, so moderate :ny af­
fections, and bring them into subjection to thee that I may 
not undutifully repine at thy providence; but irl an humble 
adoration of thy unsearchable wisdom, and a stedfast confi­
dence of thy good will towards me, resign it to thee, fro.m 
whom I received it. 

~ also beseech thy divine goodness, when thou shalt re­
store me to the publick assemblies of thy people again~ to 
give me grace to receive that mercy with exceeding joy. 
Prepare my heart with an enlarged affection, to offer unto 
thee not aqly th~ sacrifice of praise', giving thanks unto thy 
name, but all other obligations which ought to accompany 
such addresses to thy glorious majesty; that they m~y be: 
but an earnest of my future diligence and zeal in thy divine 
service, and of my rel\diness to do good, and communicate 
to uthers; whereby I may by up in ~tore for myself a gc:;~ 
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foundaHoll against the: time to, come, ~hat I ma y'hy h6~~ 
i;Jn eterna{ life-, ~hTo,~gh Jesl.\S- q~rist (),UrL6~d~.Amen. 

A Prayer to bellsed by a W()rnan 1Jfi¢1' 4er sqft, 
" 1)elivery. 

~Fr~;" JacC:l\>'~'La.dd~r, by :[0: Ha'n, B.D.1 ' 

o I\il~RCIl!UL God, and heavenly Father, who h3st fuost 
~fFe'ctually made known, unto me, thZtt thou art' 'able to do, 
more exceedinglyablhidahtlyabove all that we can ask or 
think; make me thankfully to rejoice ~n the workS of thy' 
love, and thy tender lperc'Y; thy favours, are great and won:' 
derful inspiring the Efeof myself and my i1:::-fant,:wd:free­
ing me from' my pangs~ an,d it frcim the darkness of the silen~ 
womb. ' , , 

Thine; 0, Lord is the power by which I ani delivered; 
thine is the mercy by which I amsafelyretur'ned into my 
bed; thine~s the work of the frame and fashion of this my 
babe; thine therefore shill 'be likewise t.he glory for ever 
and eyer: Grant,ble'ssed Father, that I may never forget 
thy goodness,but may express my thankfulness in nnv obe­
dience. Make me preful to perform what service I prom­
ised thee 'in thee4:tremity of l'l1ine anl!uish : As thou hast 
given me the fruit of my body, to theO JOY,of my heart, so 
give m,e the frqit of righteousness sown in peace. Give me 
wisdom· which is fromabu'\Te, that is full of good works 
without hypocrisy. Lord, make me thy servant by grace~ 
and make this child thy chUd by adoption, and mercy,; give 
me comfort in its life; for the sorr~nV5 which I endured at 
its birth. Give thy blessing on the means for the nom-lsh. 
ment of this child.· Give it st~ength) that it rh~:y live to re­
ceive the seal of thy mercy in the laver of b;:ptism; and do 
thou be p.resent with thy blessing, when the sign shall be ad­
ministred~ 0 let it live, if it be thy bltjs\led will,and grow 
up i11 wisdom, and in stat,ure, and in grace, both with thee­
and with men, that so I may magnify thy name, for making 
me nil instrument to propagate the n;;(Q'le of thine elect. 
Take pity upon all th~t suffer afflictions, especially?n<those 
women who are in labour with children; g~ve them comfort 
in the time of their miseries, ease from theiJ; torment, joy in 
their desired issue, and thankf~lness for thy blessings : LQrd, 
grant that bot.~ I and they m.ay sin~. praises to thr name, for 
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the greatness 6f our deliverance,'and ex;press our thanks1Q 
our goaly Jives, that when this painful life shall have 'an emf,; 
we may sing triumphantly in eternal glory, through Jesus 
Christ 'our'on!y Lord and Savi{)ur; in whose most blesseq 
p.a:me arid words,1 conclude my imperfect'prayers, saying.: 
as he hil:rselfhath'taught me: . . 

()ur' F?,thr:r1 '&;c, 

-
AN'ADMOjNITION 

TO TrioSE WIlO ARE RECOVERED FROM SICKNESS: 

(Prom the 'Whole Duty of l\Ian.) 

T!;EP.I: is nothing that proves more fatal to that dne ppeparalion we oug-JOt" 
to iJlake for allllther life, than our unhappy rni,", ke of the nature Clncr 
end of this. We arc hrOlln-ht into thcwodd children, ignorant and im. 
potent; Vile gr<?W up in v~nity, and folly; and, when :vt' come to lie 
rnen, wc are 'but very little more prudcllt and mn"e conSiderate. Thus 
our thuughts and our desires are wholly set npon this wp.rld; \"PC '~ajn_ 
Iy f>roJett an e,ubJ;,hmc(lt in i~, nor look we any further th:lI1 tile li~tle 
;!ltcreols aBd "mpJoyments thereof en,~.",c:e us, And I think it i3 not to 
be doubted that It is the placing our affections so much upon .hi., ',\, ,'rid 
that above any thing indisposes tIS to think of ·a'1"lbcr. Our liv,," <ir; 
uncertain, to he 3ure c~innQt be long here; and th erefore \'.:e oU

o
1;ht to 

hasten all we c:tn, before it be t('o late, to examine the stale of our solil, 
:l,"] to provide for futurity, For all the little ohjects we now purslle: 
for hii.lich our ease., our conscience, nay, our very r\Jligion itself, is sac­
rifil..'t"d by us, are hnt vanitil':s and trifles, neith.::'l" worthy in lh:,::!Onsdves 
nor s:lti"ying in their enjoyment. The only thing that CI') secure u; 
~gainst sin, anJ endear virl ue and religion to our practice, will b(~ ·l"O 
raise our atT~ction~ abc)ve this wortc1, by seriously considrin~ the exceJ .. 
Ience and certainty of another life, and how vain and transient, indeed 
huw trollblesome anJ unsatisfying, are the highest felicities of lhi,'. 

SEEHW then the almighty God has been pleJsed tore­
coyer you from your late sickness, and to vouchsafe you' a 
longer contiriuahcc in this world, it 'is your indispensable 
duty immediately to reflect upon the condition you h;!ve,been 
~ll; allj which, you could not be so well able to do under 
tl1e disol'das a:nd p::iins of a sick bed: and to endeavour to 
confirm the good dispositions which the sight of the grave 
has raised and, improved; but which a new prospect of life 
will be apt to d.::f:lce ~g:lil1, unless they be renewed upon the 
rr.i,:~J by your seriQus. consid(~ration. 
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In order th~n to reap the benefits which God designed in 

visiting us, we are to consider sickness pot SO~UCh in the 
natural as in the religious senSl;; we are to consider it, ;md 
the pains and agonies we felt, as a nearer view of death~ 
31ld a ~ensibk proof of the frailty of our nature: and the 
pains :md agonies we feel in sickness, are not to be consid. 
ered barely as an uneasiness to the body, but more especially 
as a lesson to the soul, to make it less fond of continuing 
in this painful state, and more willing to ~ave this world 
when it shall please God to appoint h.' Nor are we to can .. 
sider the continuance of sickness as so much time lost from 
the business and pleasures of this life, but n.ther as a chec~ 
given by God to our worldly pursuits, in order to make 
way for tho~ghts and considerations, of ill mOfe heaveilly 
nature. I, . 

I. t is tq,g, great unhappiness of our nature, that, whenca­
!amities f'll upon us, we are uneasy and dissatisfied; and 
our whole busine's and c;are is to remove them, not to con­
sider whence they come, But in the case of aickneS$ y01,l, 

must have you,r eyes chiefly upon God (whose providence 
ordet,5 all the affairs of this world) or else you will never 
make a right judgment, nor a right use of it, It is certain~ 
that, as God can do nothi.ng but for good and wise ends, so~ 
when he is pleflsed to visit us with sickness, it canilOt be thv 
only 01' chid end he aims at to pu;,ish the body, by reason 
this life is not the proper season for t~1e punishtilent for sin t 
and to imagine that God grieves and afflicts hi~ creat\1res fo~ 
no other purpose, but because it is in his power ~o do it" is 
by no means consistent with the divine goodness; for Goq 
assures us, that, "he does ,not afRict willingly" nor grieve 
the children of Web;" and if he then !lends sickness UI:\ .. 
willingly, this proves that he would not send it at all, if it 
were not to be th(,': ordinary means of conveying good to the 
soul; which shows that ~he thoughts of a sick bed <Ire not 
to be laid aside, as SOOll as we are restoTC;cl toqu.r heo,ltl'l and 
strength, - -

HavirJg duly considered the true end of ,qod's visiting 
mankind in general; then look i.lpOn YC}llr former life, and, 
you will likely find, that, till you were visited, you hag been 
careless and. luke warm in matters of r:::ligion, al~d wanted 
to be awakened into a sense of your d uti:· thot you encou\""" 
aged yourself in sin by setting death <lild a iuture state fal,' 
from you, and thtrefore stood in need of a nearer yiewand 
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:tppfehension of them: thatyol! had iong tcirgo'teh. God • 
. and had need to be thus brought to a sense of his power 
and justice: that ease artdhealth had betrayed. you intO' a 
fondness for rhe delights and inteFest~ of this world, and 
therefore it was become necess:.:rY for God to interpose, and 
$h?w. you the folly of settin~ your ~e<!rt on this life,br re­
mmdmg you of the uncertainty Cif It. Buch~ reflections as 
these upon the follies and failings of your fortner state will 
sh.aw ~ou thegoodnesr; and mercy.of God in visiting you 
wIth slclmess: and the sense of thIs goodness of God will 
convince you, that what you have felt· were the chastisements 
of a tender Father; to whose han9 therefore listen and sub­
mit with great humility and thanldulness, as sjid the royal 
Psalmist, on a like occasion: H I know, 0 Lord, that thou of 
very faithfulness hast caused rile to be troubled; and it is 
good for me that I have been afflicted, that I migpt learn thy 
statutes. " ..: , 

Having thus reflected what the state of yoUr sOill wa~ be­
fore sickness, and having made yourself sel1,ible of the good­
ness of God in sending it; consider seriously whether, be­
fore you was visited, you had not thought too little of an­
other life, and whether death, if it had then come, would 
not ~ave been a vety great surprise to you? Consider also, 
that if it had not pleased God to ~pare you, YOLl had beeu 
doomed ere this to eternal destruction. I say, the :;ense of 
this should oblige you to exert all the powers ·of the body 
and soul in praising and blessing G09 for his goodness, and 
it should also warn you never to run such a desperate hazard 
for the future. . 

Having seriously reflected on the divine goodness, first 
in visiting you with sickness, and then in lielivering. you from 
death; you must remember what were your own thoughts 
imd resolutions, while you lay upon your sick· bed: as you 
then thought it a gre.lt folly that you had let so much of 
your time pass away with so little preparation for the Ilext 
life; and 'as you then wished over and o\'er that heayen and 
its happiness had been your chief care; I say, since these 
have un'doubtcdly been your real thoughts, and sincere 'wish­
~s. and resoluti-ons when on your sick-bed, you have' now 
the greiltest reason to thank God for vouchsafing you an op­
portunity of making amends for these your former negleCts, 
by a future diligence in the work of your salvation. As yC'u 
UJ.en could gladly have been (;;ontent to have given all the 



;world, had it been. yoursj for alitthi time to con;;ider .better; 
and to J1ilake your peace with .God; and,as a langertillle 
is .now grant.ed you, you are riot to forge~:haw ~alllabley:OIi 
once thou;c:hE it,blltt6. improve :it far the emds far. which 
J.ou.then.s6eatl~estly;w.ish~d and desiredit~. As.you m:we 

.i-.epeated .resolutIOns, that If .God would .prolong:. you~ Jlfe, 
-yon. wj·lild live to serve him faithfully the remaimh~r:ofyour 
ilife ; seeing God has now graciously gran.ted~hat. you. 
;then desired, he nOv.l. expects; that you .p!!,:rfotffi iW;haLyou 
· then proinised.· Y ol,i are to consider "thatev:erYJ pioinis~e,and 
resoltltilJn yoU made hi sickness was in the mature, of a. sol. 
· emn vow unto God: for,. incase ·YOU had .d:ed, itiOne.bUt 
God cGmld have judged oLthesincerity;o[''y0ur intention; 
but noW you are recovered, if you forget.your .vow,this ~m 
,be a plain and opendeclaration·:that your resalutionswere 
.-()nlyproduce~ by thidearo£death ;.and; that you have 
profited nothing by the chastisen1erits of your heavenly Fa.;, 
ther. But I hope yourlale resoluhOnsare sO 'very .fresh ii\ 
your memory, that .yon are .hastening to ease your mind of 
every burden it laboured under in the tirneofyoursi'ckness: 
. 1;0\1 are to consider, that many things ,occur in time of 

sickl'iess to .raise pious .resolutions. in.men's. hearts. But, 
',vhen heahh fetux;ns, these .motives to serl'OtlSUess areFlot 
· only apt to cease, butto be. succeeded by the hopes of long 
life, the distance of a future account, ana adr::light in the 

(business and pleasures. of this life. It is therefor.e necessary, 
as God has;reitored 'ron to.health, :to ~onsider.yourself;not 

.asdischarged,. but .only.,asr.eprieved, from death; and .that 
as God granted the reprieve, .0 none but he .can tell how 
long or short it shalLbe. " . . . 

Be p·e.~suaded,.lik.e.vl'is€~tO consider, that this may possi. 
·bly be the laat merciful w~:r.ning, with. time for renenta.l1ce 
andam~ndment, that God will g.ive YQtt,;: and' thaty,Qur 

· next· si.cknessmay be.untodeath, or (whid:ds~mo.re tei'rible,) 
death may surprise yOU; sliddenly, without .any: warning- ai: .all; 

Be per.suaded then:, I beseech. you, not .to·,trifle w.ith y.our 
· :Maker ; bu~ while he gives youthis opportunity.;.be wise .un':' 
· to salvation •. God inhisgreat mercy hasgiven .. ynu new. life, 
· and he is.wi:lling to see if you willbecol1lG::,;i 'new: creature. 
If you do llotmake a right use of the short.titr,e now allow.;. 
ed, you may find the next .return of his hand changedfrotri 

· the correction of a lo~ing and tender FatlJ.,er, into the. V6U;' 
geance ofiju angry God. 



A Thttrlgsgiving after Recoveryfrom 8icknes-s~ 
(F'rom the whole Duty of Mart,) 

, I:"L~'~'GHTT God, the creator and preserver of ailm31l. 
kind, 1 unworthy servant, .whom thou hast raised from 
a dangerous sIckneSs, do now, present myself before thee» 
in a thankful sense of thy great mercy and goodness to. 
W::l.rd me. Thou hht chastened and corrected me. but 
thou hast not given me over unto death. Blessed be thy 
holy name for supporting me under the pain and anguish of 
a gick-bed" anti for restoring .me in thy good time to the 
blessings of str'ength ana health (and in case 'you have heen 
light headed, add, and to the perfect use of my reason and 
l.1'Uderstartdingj The pains and weakness, wherewith thou. 
hast visited me, I kn'ow, 0 Lord, were intended for the 
improvement of my soul, and not for the punishment of 
my body; to convince me of the frailty of my nature, 
<lrtd of the uncertainty of my abode here; to bring me to 
a sense of the evil of my doings, and to a serious 'conside­
ration 'of my future state. I am heartily grieved at the 
'clns and vanities of my former life, and do hereby solemnly 
renounce them all; and, in a just sense of my own weak. 
ness and frailty, I earnestly implore the assistance of thy 
Holy Spirit, to subdue my inordinate desires; and to keep 
me stedfast in every promise and resolution that I made 
be,fo~e . thee . i~ the day of r;t,Y distress. And. let t~y late 
glraclOUS warmng of mortalIty teach me the uncertainty of 
lily continuance here upon earth, and oblige me to live ill 
a daily preparation to die, that having profited by thy fa­
therly correction, and employing the remainder of my life 
to thy glory and the salvation. of my soul, I may be found 
worthy to enter into the joy of my Lord; to whom, with 
dice, and the blessed Spirit, be ascribed, a's is most due, all 
p.onouf, glory, power, and dominion, now and for ever. 
more. Amen . 

.& Thanlcsgivingfor Recovery from Sickness, or an 
Escape from Danger. 

(~'rom Mr. Merrick:.) . 

ALMIGHTY God, the giver of life, I bless thee for thy 
late m~rcy vouchs>lfed unto me, Let 1ihe remembrance ef 

2D 
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this Olnd ali my othet deliverances, 'Work ih tile a thahkfui 
sen~e of thy goodne$s towards lll~' a constant trust in thy . 
providence, and a ~incere and stedfast resolution to pass the 
remainder of my days, by the assistance bf thy grace, in a 
!obe~, tightt;0115J an<l godly manner; that wh~n thou shalt 
be ple~~~<l to talu; me; oilt of this world, either.by sIckness: 
Qr b()dily decay, or by a more sudden stroke of thy hand, I 
may Pe. f()ljnd p.repared fo~ !he summons, apd be received 
ip~Q (:hi~e eyerla~ting ~ingdom, thr~ilgh Jesus Christ out 
Lord. 4:m,n. 

Prayers. to be used hy Sick or Dying P{Jrsons flt, 
trusting God 'It'itk their "Vives and Childrffn. 

J. 0 LORD, ifi:hou seest fit to callme to thyself by thi& 
sickness, letmy dear wife and children, and all who, unge~ 
theedepebd on me, betake themselves to thee. I humbly 
bt:g leave to commend them to thy. mercy; fot: I know ~hCJ~ 
art the heIper of the friertdless, the father of the fatherless; 
and the husband of the widow; and therefore my heart is; 
at 'ease, when I considet that I leave them in thy handsJ 

where they are in'finitely safer, and will be'infinitely happieJ:;' 
than ever they cotildbe in mine, or in any other but in thin4;!~ 
.And I beg that they may ever have thy good providence foX; 
their support and stay in this world, and thy peace and lo~~ 
in that which is to come. Amen. 

U. When I am gQn¢, 0 my God, le~ not those I leave be­
hind me he de.stitute of thy care; but as thou art their Fa~ 
ther, b,e thou graciously pleased to pro\'ide for all their 
wa,nts" and pr.otect. them from all wrongs. Supplytl}em, 
by thy kind providence, with 'Wha~ever they shall want of 
01ltwar,d heJps. 

Et;tabIe them, 0 Lor.d, evermore to place their l()ve amI, 
delight ill thee, to fi.lI: their; trust and confidence in thy merQ 
cy, and to submit to all thy dispensatio'ns coricerning them; 
for then I know, that though they should have none t6l 
counsel them.) where they are unskilful; nor to do them 
ju'~ice, :where they ~ay be wronged; yet thy Spirit willht 
their ~uide, and thy blessing will make up all. Oh! that 
thy wtll and honour may always be their care, that so their 
n~~ds and: w.elfare may be always ~hirie: Keep th,em from 
dOlllg anythu},g thatmay forfeit thy fatherly care. and good 
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ProviJen:::c, and train themu~, good Lorcl, stedfasily in th~ 
fear; that being preserved from all the evils and tempta­
fions of this world, they may at last be brought in safetY. to 
the umpeakable jays of that which is far better, evert. the 
fruitiqq of thy blessed self, for the 5ak~ of thy dear Son Jesus 
'~hrist 9tlr L,ord. AmiiJ, 

.4 Prayer for- a J)ying Man; past Hop~ of Re­
covery. 

(Froni l\1r, Jenh) 

o 'I1HOU hope of Israel, th~ Saviotlf tbereof in titrie o!. 
trouble! When all other hope and help fails, ye~ it is not in 
vain to seek unto thee for succour, who canst bring back 
from the mOllth of the grave, and quicken the very 4ea4 ; 
and where thou art not pleased allY further to quicM:C;i1 the 
mortal life, yet canst deliver from eternal death, and bring 
safe to the blessed"life everlasting: for the sake of which no 
troubles or death should be though~ top much to be en~l,lredJ 
if by any i:llea~s we may a~tain to the .joyful resu:rrection of 
the dead al1d get safe to ~he heavenly Canaan; the land of the 
~ruly living; where death itself js S\v~Howed up'~f lify, a.nd 
thy samts are aqove ~he d,angq of dymg any more, and In-e 
full of joy to everla~ting ages; .. ' ,.' . _. . . 
, We think it too late tq qeg the ~ecoveryof thy servant, 0 
~ord t1;0w he See?1S to .4s ~o\ng ,~~e way o~ ~U flesh, and jl1st 
launchtng forth mta hIS evet~ast~ni1i qmdltlOn; but though 
the time of his departure appears to be at hatid, yet we can­
not think it too late to beg thy mercy far h~m, :l$ long as his 
life is in him; and as We are greatly.couc:erne\l for him, so 
we know not howbetter to express this 041' co~cein {or him, 
than in beseeching thee tci be good and ,gracio45to .him. . 

o Lord our God, leave him .not nor forsake hIm, bu.t 
sUpport :tnd assist him now in his last ago[llci. . Finish aU 
that is wanting of the work of thy g~~ce ~n his heart, free. 
ly and fully pardon, and deliver hiIll fro,~ all. his simi, .~nd 
£1" him to appear with comfort and reJolce 11'\ thy blessed 
presence. 0 make. his departure easy, and full of peace antt 
hope; ,carry him safe through the dark passage upon which 
l1e is entering, and let him ~nd it the gat~ of glory, and 
~ ~oor o~ened into the everlasting kingdom and joy of ~s 
Lor4~ . 
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.Into thy han~~, Lord, w~ ~omme?d his spirit: ? tha~ 
Father of merCies, be merclful to him, and receIve i1lS cre­
part~ng sO,ul; and ~hen he is numbered among, tl:r: r!::Jd~ 
l~t himaI~o be numb~red a~ong the. redeemed anG bles:,::d 
of the Lord, for his sake, who himself died for sinnCt3, J~,d 
r~~e ag~in, and liv'es, and IS alive foJ;' everm~ll;~, ::tWl 1m t;-ie 
l!eys of death and of hell. To thy ~ercy, I,n that b!'O,;,d 
Saviour of the world, 0 most merClful Father, we l1mv. 
huriibiyrw;:nnmend hiw. beseeching thee to be a.Jl in all to. 
him, and infinitely better than we are worthy or able to ask 

, for him; and let him be thine in life and death, and for ev",: 
ermore, 'through the all-sufficient merit and mediation of 
thy d~ar Son, our most prevailing Advo~ate and RedeeUler, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. . . 

~d' Prt;lyer tfJ, be used ~7j a Persoi( at the 1lour of 
J \ , Deatllo 

(From J,~,C9b'.g ~addcr, by Mr. H"ll) 

WE4-CO,ME b~,es,s,e.d hou,r, the period \(f my pilgJ:/l1(age, 
~he' ter~ of ljlY, bondage, the end of my cares, ~he close of 
my sighs, t,he bounds of my, ~ravel;s, ~he gOil] oJ m}:' ra<;:~, 
~nd the haven of my hopes.' ~ hav~ fought a long 11gh t In 

° much weakness ; I have °finishe(ll!lY 'col;lrs~, though ir' 
great faintness; a~p th.~ ~rown ?f my joy is~ that tfm;mgn 
the mercy of ~hy gtace I have ke1?t the trut~ 9f \hy.wo~d) 
. and I die in it. I 'willin{',Iy resi~~ ~y' fi,es~, I despise the 
world, au? I defy the devIl, who ~ath no pa~t nor ,s~are in 
me .. A!ld now, what is mY h,?pe? J\:1yhope, Loidjesus, 
is even in thee. For r~now ~hat my Redee'mp.: Ii'feth, an4 
thou wilt immediately receive my. soul, and rais~' ~p niy 
body at the last diq, and I shall Sf? ~h~e in JJiy ~,esh Wi~l 
~hose eyes, ~ncl no ?ther: My h~art fall1tetl1" my strengtn 
faileth, my tongue faltereth; Lprd let thy spirit of comfor;t 
n.e1p mine i~6rrt;liti;es,: and m,ake supplicatiori for me" y~'ith 
SIghs and groa,n~ that ranno.t be 1,1ttered:. I submit myself 
;wholly to t~y "fIl,l: I comml~ m~ soul ~o thee as my faiphf~l 
,~edeemer, who hast bought It WIth thy most precious blood. 
1 pn;>fess ~o all t}le world, that J ~now 110 name \lnder heav­
e? by wh,iCl;! I rna,Y be 's,aved, b?,~ ~hine, my Jes'us, my Sa­
~lOur: r renounce .a11 confidence In any merits save thine; 
I· tankfully acknowledge all thy blessings' I unfeignedly be--
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Ylaii ~n. my sins; l s«:df~tly believe all thypromisf!s; I 
h~artlly forgive aU ~y e?emies; I Williqgly leave all my 
fner;d,:; , J .. utterly Qesp,lse al~ earthly comfort; I entirely 
long for thy coming: Come, ~ord Je&l1S) come <.luickly~ 
L.o/.d Je~us r~Ct~V~ ~y ~piri~. Ame1J~ . 

" . 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES. 
: ~. ". -' ' 

A: M,orning j>r.ager for a ~amfty 0,12 {Iy:lkord's 
Dag. 

VirE praise and w.orship thee, 0 Lord, the Creator of 
heaven and earth; for thou spakest the word, and all thingli 
,vere made; thou commandedst, and they were created I 

We adm,ire and adore thy infinite wisdo~ and power iljl 
the things th9\1 hast made, and we acknowledge our aiso­
lute depcnde~ce upon thee, \loud ~hy g~ea~ g99d,ness and 
bounty to us and to all the world, ' 

B.lc~sed be thou, who didst so love the world, that tho", 
gayest thine only begotten Son to redeem it, who was de­
livered for our offences, and raised again (as on this day) t9, 
j.ustifyand, save all such as fear and obey thee. 

We give .tljanks to thee, 0 Lord, for all thy mercies to 
c1ur squls and bodk" and especially for appointing one day 
.in seve~ f9T t~y ~ore p,ecl.\liar worship and service. All 
possible praise and thanks be given to God, who created us; 
cO Jesus Christ who, rede:ewed' us; and t9 the Holy Ghost, 
who sanctiueth us. . ' , 
. Grant, 0 LO,r4, that by a w~se and religious use of the 
means of grace, we may grow up to a state of holiness and 
r.ighteousn~ss, and that our sQuls ma,y be prepared for those 
glorious and delightful praises, which hI heaven will be pa~t 
of the happiness and employment of thy saints to all eternity. 

o Lord, we confess that we have offended thee, by the 
I\tgligen~ p'erform~nc.e of ou .. holy duties, by our abuse ~f 
tliy grace, and mis-spending t~is thy holy day, and by many 
sins committed in the course of our lives. But let not this 
prQyoke thee to withdraw the a~.$istance of thy Holy Spirit 
from us, and to leave us to the vanity and folly of our own 
Ii:linds. We humbly beseech ~hee, 0 most mer&:iful Father, 
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to fdtgive us all our p~st offences. Do thou mer~ifully hear 
~\U prayers and ICtQ~r try c<:>me unto thee. 

Let our whole he4iviouf on this day be such, that ther~ 
may be twinmg th{j~ght, sa~d, of done by us, but irhat may 
best serve t'1 proqlote th~ en~ for which thou hast institu~ 
ted it f and, good God, make everyone of ~s diligent, no~ 
~mly to save our OW-fi soulsj but) as much as in us lies, the 
sou15 of others too. 

Bless thy ~nirer~a~ church: 13e thpu graciously present 
in all christian asseinbHes throughout the world; and hear 
the prayers ~hey shall this day put up, and make thy word ef .. 
fectual ~o the pUJiingdowri the kirigdom of Satan; and to 
the edifying the church of Christ in so"nd faith and real 
~oJli~ess.. . May thy, ,:"ord com~ with power into e~ery 
ponsclellee, and have a Que and savmg effect upon the minds 
'?f :ill the.\: hear it. . 

Bestow j plentiful porfion of thy gbod Spirit upon all that 
by sickness, imprisonment, or any other lawful impediment~ 
are kept froin partaking ofthemeans of grate, that we eli! 
joy; arid be plea~e~ mercifully to relieve and succour the~ 
in all rheh' straits and ~itIicllUles. Those that are troubled 
in rnipq, do thoq direct t~ proper means to obJain comfor~ 
and satisfaction. Gite all tl:ial have no sense of thy majesty, 
antI live as it were wi~l)p'!;t ODd ill the world, awakening 
l.:onvictions of the pa:~gers they are in, and the miserie~ 
they are eJ[p()sed to, that they may escape them. 

Pardon 01W sins arid imperfections, and relieve all OUf 
wants, for the sake of ]es,,"s Ch~is~ ~ ~n who~e ~(:}rli~ we 
further pray, . 

Our ~'athq, !k c~ 

.f.l C07;lCludmg Pr£l:yer~ 

THE grace Of onr Lotd Jesus Christ, and the l~ve 9f ~od~ 
arid the communion of the Ho]iG~9s~J b~ w~~ \is all~;""; 
jJmen. ' 

An E,()l!rnng fr(1!1'et for a l?amiJ.., 07J the Lord's. . pay. .~ . " , "" 

ETE.RNAi~Y bfm~!l, arid infinitely' glo~i,o\ls Lord G~" 
~ho keepest mercy fpr thousands, and 'forgivest the iniqui­
t(es of .aU truly penitent an~ returning sinners;, we presen~ 
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Durse1~es this evenirig before thee, acknowledging QUr maui" 
fold sms, whereby we have exposed ourselves to thy iust 
displeasure. J 

. We have been tinmhidful bdfh of our duty and interest; 
have brdken thy holy laws, dishonoured our holy reliCTion: 
and miserably rieglected the great salvation thy blcscel' So~ 
purchased and procured for mankind. VVe have come with­
out due prepara~ion to thy solemn worship, and been hed~ 
less a.nd inattentive in hearing.thy word. 0 how cold and 
fiat have we been in thy praises! how earthly, dull, ;md dis~ 
tracted in Our prayers; 

How seldom have we heeri seriously exercised iri holy 
meditatibns? How seldom have we recollected thy multi­
plied mercies to us, so as to become sensible of the many 
o.bligations We are uu.det to thee fOJ: them; or so thought 
on Our ways, as to turn OU.f feet to thy testimonies! 

But, 0 Lord, we humbly pray thee, for JesusChtist's sake, 
to forgive 45 all OUf past oLrenses· Ditect and guide·us in 
the ways of truth arid holiness: and that we may always fear 
thee our God, help us to set thee always before liS; and so, 
to ob~~rve and consider thy a~l-geeing eye; that we may dread 
to offend thee. 

Reform whatevt;f thoii seest amiss in the temper and dis.­
position of olir Il)in4s; arid, be thou graciously p'leased to 
conduct lis safe thro~gh all the temptations and troubles of 
this. world. To this end, enable us strictly to fol!o\y the 
example of Jesus Christ, and manflJlIy to fight tindcr his 
banner, against the w:odd, the· flesh, arid the devil, vigor­
(>~3Iy opposing. and valiantly co~quering all the enemies cf 
our souls. Help us in conformity to his death, to die daily 
unto sin, and in conformity to his resurrection, to rise to a 
life of holiness and obedience, that so \~"e may receive the 
prize of a glorious and incorruptable inheritance. 

o Lord, we render unto thee orir most humble and thank. 
ful acknowledgments, for thy many and undeserved f •• er. 
cies. It was thy hand that formed us. It was thou that 
gave us life, and breath, and. heing. Our food and raiment, 
ou,.health and strength, our ease and liberty~ the use of our 
limbs, and the exercise of our reaSon and understanding, are 
all derived from thee. We therefore render unto thee, 0 
thou bountiful giver of all good, our praises and th;mks~ 
givings for thy temporal mercies to us, which we arc utterly 
unworthy of. 
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mercies; for blessing Us in heavenly things in Christ Jesus, 
which tend to the renewing us after thy likenessiil this life; 
ahd to the sancl:ifying and preparing us for that which is tel 
come. " 

For ever blessed ~~ i:h Y name, ihat our cbIllpass,ioti,ai:e Rt­
deetiier took upon him oUr human flesh. We praise thee for. 
his ho'ly doCtrine 'and exemplary life: i:hat he gave himself 
to death, to purchase our redemption; that he completed 
that great -Work by his gloriotis resurrection. . We bless thee 
that he hath begotten us again to the lively hope of an iIi. 
heritarice incorruptiBie and undefiled; that fatleth not away, 
whiCh is reserved in heaven for all, who, by patient contimi~ 
<lnce in well doing, seek for glory, ahd honoilt, and immor­
tality~ We praise thee for his glorious asS~ns:on into 
heaven, there to intercede in thy presence for us; for send;; 
ing the Holy Ghost to comfod and assist us; for appointing, 
a succession of men to preach and propagate the knowledge 
and practice of his heavenly doctrine; and to administer Hie' 
holy sacraments, the seals of thy covenant. 

We thank thee, 0 heavenly Father, for ~ll the precious 
promises in the gospel of thy Son, and that thou hast made 
our duty sO necessary to out happiness. Oh! that we may 
an so effectuallt apply our minds to the cohsideratibn bf thy' 
manifold mercies, that they niay work in our souls all those 
~ivine virtues, dispositions. and affections, which they ar~ 
designed by thee to produce in us. 

Eiiend thy mercy, 0 God, to the whole vilorId, that thy 
mine may be great among the Gentiles, from the rising of' 
the sun mito the going down of the same: ' 

Bless thy universal church. Put an end to all schism. 
ahd division, strife and contention; jJlirify and cleanse it 
from profaneness and ungodliness, form superstitidn; here. 
sy, and false doctrine; anti make it the joy of the whole 
earth. I 

Be gracious to this sinful nation to which we belong; 
forgive our many and great sins; and particularly we pray 
t~ee, pardon bur abuse of time set apart for thy more imine':' 
dlate worship; out urithankfulness for the light of the gos­
pel, and walking cOritrary to its precepts. , Wash us thor. 
oughly from our iniquities, and cleanse us from orir sins; 
and grt:lnt, that by unity arid charity, and holiness of life; 
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~il'~ ITlayglorify thy great n~me~ ahd adorn the doctrine O! 
God our Saviour in all things;' , . 

Continue the light of thy Gospel among us: Defeat and 
overthrowthe desjgnsof evil meri, that would pervert the 
truth of it. . , . 

Be thou pleased bfurther *ith thy blessing all those 
good designs that are fot the idvarl'cement of true religion: 
and virtue. Let no artific~sof the devil, or wicked men, 
render them ineffectual-. -

, Guide and defend our most' gracioiis sovereign lord king 
George; let his days be many; his councils wise andreli­
gious, ~nd his reign happy to himself and people. Let a 
sense and the inestimable value of souls, inspire all bishops 
and pastors; exciting them to promote and further the salva­
tion of men, by soundness of doctrine, and holiness of life, 
and a due administration of thy holy sacramentsi . 

Lei: all magistrates; and other inferior 'officers maintain 
and deferid true religion, encouraging virtue and goodness, I 
and punish.ing and suppressing all profarteness and ungodli. 
hess; and lebll men folldw after peace and holiness, with­
out whiCh no rriap. shall see thee. 

o thou that art the father of mercies, relieve all that are 
in affiictiort, of any kind wha~sqcver; and grant that all may 
have calise to say, Ii: is good for them that they have been 
in trouble • 
. ,A3e gtacious ami favourable to uS that are here before thee 1 
forgive us all aUf sins, and· remember not the'iniquities of 
our hoJy thirigs.· Defend and protect us this night from all 
those. dangers and mischiefs that may justly overtake us: 
Refresh our frail bodies with quiet and moderate rest, and 
help us in the rene\\;ed strength thereof, vigorously to serve' 
thee in the faithful discharge of the duties of the following 
day. And in that and all othet days, enable us to live ~o 
thy honour and glory; that in the end of ~hem! we ,may 
live w:ith thee, through our Lord Jesus Chnst; In WD.ose 
prevailing name and words we sum up all our wants. 

Our Father, &c. 

A .. ~Iorning Prayer for a Family; 
(From Mr. Nelson.) 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of all merci¢s, we thy unwor­
thy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks, fQt 

.. 2E 
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'?rlI mt goodness and loving kindness to us and· to all metid 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, particularly, 
that thou hast vouchsafed to. deliver us from all the perils 
and dangers of the night past, and for all the blessings of 
this life; but above all, for thine inestimable love in the re­
d~mption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; Jor the 
Il1eans of grace, and for the hope of glory. And we be­
seeph thee to give us that .due sense of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may. 
s~ewforth thypraisc, not only with our lips, butin our 
lives, by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking 
before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days .. 

We acknowledge, 0 Lord, that our many great and cry­
ing sins have rendered us unworthy of any of thy favours; 
b!lt, 0 almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing 

I that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them 
that are pen~tent, create and make in us new and Gontrite 
hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins arid acknowI .. 
edging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of 
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness. Raise up thy 
power and come among us, and with g.reat might succour 
us, that whereas through our sins and wickedness, we are 
sore let and hindered in running the mce that is set before . 
us, thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and de .. 
liver us. And thou, 0 God, who knowest us to be set in 
the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of our natures we cannot always stand upright, gran~ 
to us such strength and protection, as ,may support us in all 
dingers, and carry us through all temptation,S. 

Give unto us, 0 Lord, the assistance of thy Holy Spirit, 
that for the ti.me to come we may think and doalways such 
things as be rightful ;, that we, who cannot do any thing 
that is good without thee, may by thee be enabled to live 
according to thy will; that thy grace may always so prevent 
and folloJY w, as to make us continually to be given to all 
good works. ~ 

Graft in our hearts the love of thy name,. increase i.n liS 

true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of thy gre·at 
mercy keep Us in clJ.e same. And thou, 0 God, whose 
never failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven 
and earth, put from us, we besee~h thee, aUlhurtful things, 
a.nd g.iv~-us those things which al'e profitable for us. And 
SUlce It IS thou only canst order the unrl.11y wills and aff'ec- . 
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thou command est, and desire that which thou dost promise. 
that so among the sllndry and manifold changes of the 
world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true 
joys are to be found. Dispose us, by-all the means of graee 
'we enjoy, to attain that everlasting salvation thou haSt pro­
mised; ~ha~ we may both perceive and know those thiilgs 
which he ol.lght ~o do, and may have grace and power faith.':' 
fully to ful,ql the same, ' 

Teach ~s, 0 Lord~ so to number our days, that we may 
apply Ollf hearts unto wisdom; and grant that neither the 
splendour of any thillg that is great) nor the conceit of :my 
thing that is good in us, may any way withdraw our eyes 
from looking upon ourselves as sinful dust and ashes; but 
that we may press forward ~owards the prize of the high call. 
ing that is before us, with faith ;lIld patience, with humility and 
meekness, with mortification and self-denial, with charity, 
and constant perseverance unto the end; that so when we 
(;hall depart this life we may sleep in the Lord ~ al}d at the 
general rl:::.urrection ~n the last day, may be found accepta­
ble in thy sight, and receive that blessing which thy beloved 
:)on shaH then bestow upon all those that truly love and 
fear thee. 

Charge thy holy provid~nce, 0 almighty God, we be­
~eeh thee, with us this day; and YO\.lehsafe to direct, sane­
~ify, and g9vel,"n both qur hearts and bodks, in the ways of 
thy taws, and in th~ works of thy commalldm<;nts, that 
through thy most mighty prot~ction, both here and ever, we 
Qlay be preserved ill body and :loul, through our Lord and 
~ayiour Jesus Christ, . 

Add t1,V.s Paraglaph on SunU"ys. 

~, ALMICH'rY and me\"ciful God, of whose only gift it. 
cometh that thy faithfu.! people Q.o. unto thee tru,e and lauda­
ble service; gamt, we bes~ech thee, that we may so spend 
this thy holy day in the exercisl;s of piety and devotioJ.l, tha.~ 
we may hear thy word with so ~1,lch atteFltion, and pray 
with so m4ch fcrvou.r, tha,t we fail not tinally to at~aill thy 
lteavenly prOl;llis~s, througl\ the llwrits of JCSI,lS Christ our 
Lord." . 

We make our prayers and sup,plicatio.ns to thee, 0 ever­
hsting .God I ill behalf uf all manli.wd.\V, humbly beseech. 
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spirit oftruth, unity and l;oncord; and grant that all they 
that do confess thy holy name, may agree jn the truth of 
thy h~ly -word, and live ill ~mity and godly lave. We be~ 
seech thee so to direct and dispose the hearts of all christian 
rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, 
to the punishme~t of wickedness and vice, ap'd to the main~ 
tenance of thy true religion and virtue. Ciive grace, 0 
-h,_eaven,Iy Father, to aU,Bish,ops 'and othq minister,s, that they 
~ay both by their life and doctrine set forth thy true and 

" lively word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacra~ 
ments. And of thy great goodness, 0 Lord, comfort and 
succour, all them, who, in this transitory Efe, are in ~rouble, 
sorrow~ l1eed, sickness, or any other adversity. Look upon 
them with the eyes of thy mercy, give them sure trust and 
~onfidence jn thee, and in thy due time a happy issue oU,t 
of all their afflictions. Assist all those who dr<:w near the 
time of their dissolution; so fit and prepare them for the 
hour of death, that after l:heir departure in peace, and in thy 
favour, they maT be received into thy everlasting kingdonlt 
through the merits and mediation of thy only Son J esu[" 
Christ our Lord; in whose blessed naJ;ne and words we 
conclude our imperfect prayersj saying, ' 

Our :Father~ &c. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, an';; 
the followship of the Holy Ghost, be wIth us this day, 
henceforth, and for evermore. Amen." '. 

An Evening Prayer for a. Fami-ly. 

(From lVIr. Nelson.) 

ALMIGHTY God, Father'of our Lord Jesu5 Christ, r~a, 
ker oLall things, j'udgeofall men~ we acknowledge and be. 
wail our manifold sins and wick'ednesses ~hich we from time 
'to time most grievously have committed,by thought, word, 
and deed, against t!ly divine majesty; provoking most just., 
Iy thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly 
repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; and 
the rememberance of them is grievous unto me. 

" The above Prayer and the rest of the Extrarts. from Mr. Nelson's 
PractIce of True Devotion, are copi€d fn:nn an American editiou.

o 
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lLvc mercy upon us, 0 Lord, after thy great goodness .j 
ilccording to the multitude of thy mercies do away our of .. 
fences; w;:.sh us ~horoughly from our wick-:dness, an4 
cleanse us from our sins., Spare all those who cop.fess thei'f 
,sins unto thee, that they whos!! consciences by sin are ac­
~used, by ~hy merClf\.l1 pardon may be absolved; and grant -
that Wi! may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness 
of life, to the honour and glory of thy name. 

And thou, 0 God, who art the protector of all ;who put 
their trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 
Is holy, increase and ml,lltiply upon \15 thy mercy, that thol1 
being our rr,ia nnd guide, we may so pas~ through things 
terr1poral, that we finally lose not the things eternal. And. 
because through the wea~ness of our mortal nature we can 
do no good thing' without thee, gr~nt us the heIp of thy grace, 
that we may withstand the temptations of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds follow 

. thee, the only God; and that in keeping thy commandment~, 
"Ie rmy· please th~e bo~h in will and deed. 

o Lord, who hast prepared for them that love thee such 
good things as pass man's understanding, pour ~nto our 
hea.ts such iove 'towards thee, that we loving thee above all 
t,hings may obtain thy proV1i~sc:s, which exceed all that we 
can desire. And thou, who hast ta\lght us tha~ all our do­
ihgs without charity are nothing worth, send thy Holy 
Ghost, anc! pour into our hea~'ts tliat mos~ e;:(cellent gift, the 
ve;ry hond of pe~ce and'of all virtues, without which whos~ 
ever liveth is counted deatl before thee. 

Gran t us, 0 Lord, so PCI fectly and without all doubt to. 
believe in thy son Jesus Christ, that our faith in thy sight 
;,l:1Y never be reproved; that bein~ not like children, carri~ 
cd away with every bI.."t of vain doctrine, we may be es­
ublished in the truth of thy holy gospel; and knowing 
our Saviour JeSl\S Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, and following the steps of thy holy apo~tles, we may 
stedfastly walk in the path that leadeth to eternal life ; So 
that we, who know thee now by faith, may, after this life, 
}l;)Ve the fruition of thy glorious godhead. Grant that our 
he:.\Tts and all our members being mortified from all world­
lyand carnal lusts, and forsaking all covetous desires, and 
inordinate 10Vl: of riches, we n1JY in all things obey thy 
bles~ed will, and continue Chri<t's faithful soldiers and ser. 
v;;nts to our livts end. And since thou hast ~iven us thy 
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only begot ton San, to be ~nto ,!S both a sacrifice for sin, and 
~so an exal11ple of godly hfe, gIve us grace most thankfully to 
receive ~his thine inestimable benefit, and daily to endea­
vour ourselves to foJIow the blessed steps of his most holy life, 

Grant, OLord, that as we are hilpti?=ed into the death of 
~y&{1 01-1-1' Saviour Jes\ls Christ; so by continually morti~ 
fying our. corrupt affections, we maybe buried with him; 
and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass te 
a joyful resurr~ction: beseeching thee, that it may please 
thee, of thy gracious goodness,shortly to accomplish the 
number of thine elect, and to hasten thy kingdom ~, that we~ 
with all others already departed in the true faith of thy holy 
name, may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both 
in body and soul, in thy eternal and everlaf!.tin~ glory. 

Add this P"ragraph on Sundays. 

H 0 Qod, we beseech thee mercifully to receiv{: those 
prayers, which we have this day offered up to thee in the 
public congregation, and h,tve compassion upqn our infirm­
ities~ that 0\lr blindness find ~nwonhiness may not deprive us 
of the aqvantage of them~ And graht, we beseech thee, 
that we may in mch ',Vise mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
'fhat we have this day heard, that by patience and comfor~ 
of t11y holy word, we' may efl1brace aJ"::I. eyer hold fast the 
ble,ssed hope of everlasting life, which ~ho~ h;:tst given us i~ 
illy Soq OlF Savio~r Jes4s Ohrist,'>' ' 

We commit Ol~rsel"es, 0 Lord, this night to tIly gracious 
ftrotq:tion; ~nd thou. who fleest we have no pow'et of our., 
:leives to help ourselves, keep us both outwardly in our bod ... 
ies, ~nd inwardly in our souls, ~hat we may \Je defended, from 
!lH adversities that may happen to the body, and frQm aU e­
vil thoughts which may assault and hurt the so~1. 

o God, the Creator, and Preserver of all mankind,w~ 
humbly beseech tIlee for all sorts and conditions of men, 
that it may please thee to make thy ways known unto them, 
and tby saving health unto all nations. L~t thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend thy church,; and because it cannot con~ 
tinue in safety without thy succour, preserve it ever,more 
by thy help and goodness. Receive OUT 5upphcatl0ns an~ 
prayers, which we offer before thee for all estates of men in 
thy holy church. that every member of the same, in his 
'~cation and ministry, may truly and godly serve th~e. 
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,Finally, we coriirflend to thy fatherly goodness all ,thbse 
who are'any ways afflicted or distressed in mind, body, or 
tstat€l : That it may please thee to comfort and relieve them 
according to their sevenl necessities, giving them patience, 
ur\der all their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions. 

We beseeeh thee mercifully. 0 Lord, to incline thine 
ears to u:>, that have made now lour prayers and supplica­
tions UlttO thee; and grant that those things that we have 
faithfully asked according to thy will, may effectually be ob­
tained; to the relief of our necessities, and to the ~etting 
forth of thy glory, through Jesus Christ our Lo'rd; i:l whose 
blessed name and words we conclude our imperfect devo­
tions, saying, 

Our Father, &c. , 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 

A Morning Prayer ]or a PamitiJ. 

6 MosT glorious and eternal God, thou art righteous in 
all thy ways, and holy in all thy works, infinite in mercy aud 
goodness to all that call upon thee in truth, and hast prom­
ised that where two or three are gathered together in thy 
name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Look doi,vn, we 
beseech thee, upon us thy unworthy servants, who are here 
before thee, to present unto thy divine majesty the morning 
sacrifice of our unfeigned praises: acknowledging, that in 
thee we live, and move, and have our being: and that 
form thy bountiful hand we have received all the good 
things we enjoy, and by thy providence are defended from 
all the evils we deserve. We desire, 0 Lord, in an humble 
sense of thy goodIfess towards us, to bless and praise thy 
holy name; particularly, we adore thy glorious majesty for 
preserving us the night past, for raising us up in health and 
safe~y, and giving, us this opportunity of calling upon thy 
naflleJ , 

Give \13 grace, d Lord, we humbly beseech thee, to make 
. a.right use and improvement of these, and all thy other 

mercies; and grant, that we may henceforward live as be­
comes the gospel of Christ, by denying all ungodlin~ss and 
worldly lusts, and living 30herly, righteously and godly in 
thiB present world. 
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**** Arid. because we are not able of o~rsdves to praise tilee; 
vouchsafe us, we beseech thee, the a~sistance of thy: Holy 
Spirit, enabling us to withstand all the enemies and hindran­
ces of our salvation. 

Enlighten our understandings, tbt we may know thee j 
~anctify our affecti~nsj that we may love thee; a.r!-d put thy 
fear into our hearts, that we may dread to offend thee. 
Convince us thoroughly, 0 I,ord, of the great evil of sin, 
that we may endeavour in all things to obey thy ·l:ilessed 
will, arid to walk before thee in all holiness and righteous-
ness all out days; . . 

Wean olir affections, 0 Lord, from the things of this 
world; and whatevet our state and condition may be here; 
give us grace therewith to be content: In all our passage 
through thi5 life, and our manifold concerns aboUt- it, grant 
that in doing our duty, we ri1ay make thee our only stay and 
confidence, our hope, arid our trust, casting all our care up~ 
on thee; arid entirely resigning ourselves to thy good plea~ 
Sure in all things. Let our chief aim' and endeavour be, to 
secure the salvation of our souls, and to _provide for that 
time, when an earthly comforts shall vanish away. 

A Prayer for GOD'S . Vie humBly commend ourselves and 
Blessing and Proree- '11 Ir. • h' - d h b-I .' -
tion the e(:isuing day; a our al1a!rS t hay, to t y essm~ 
to be said every d"y and protectIOn. Enable us, 0 Lord, to 
but Sztnduy. discharge the Duties of our several sta­
tions, and in all things to keep a conscience void of off-:nce 
towards thee, and towards-man. Be with us in our going 
out, and coming in, that no casualty or evil accident may 
come near to hurt us. Give us such a measure of health,' 
and othet temporal blessings, as thou seest be;st and most 
expedient for us ; but ab01le all thihgsgive us thy grace and 
favour, that our lives may be holy and comfortabk here, and 
our eternal state happy and ,glorious with thee nereafter ~ 
through the merits, and for the sake of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; in the fulle~t .sense of whose words, we 
commend the wants and necessities of aU mankind, to~ether 
with our own, saying, 

Our Father; &.:. 



TJds is to . be Used on Sundafj M ormng, tits/earl W 
the Prayer for {J-od's Blessing. 

, ~ND since tholi ha~t gracidusly brought us to this day, on 
whlch thou hastappolnted us to rest from the works of our 
calling, and td keep hOly to thy service, we beseech thee 
take Ui into thy holy protection arid guidance. Grant us 
grace to withdraw our'rhinds from the cares and business 
and p\J!aslires of thi,; life, and to s.et them on things above; 
lind on that life we must live for ever either in happines5 or 
misery, according as we demean our~elve5 in thi, world, and 
make use of the means of grace thou art pleased to afford 
us. Let U3 regularly attend thy worship in the public as. 
semblies of the church; not out of custom, but of true de­
votion and piety, lind with due regard to thy glory, and the 
salvation of our own souls. To which end, let thy holy 
spirit accompany everyone of 1:1S, and make us devout and 
serious in thy service, and attentive ip. hearing thy holy word 
read and preached. Let thy holy spirit direct him whom 
thou hast set over us in the Lord, that by soundness of doc. 
trine he may shew forth thy glory, and set forward our sal. 
vation. 

And while we are at home, let us employ our time iIi 
prayers and praises arid thanks -givings for thy works of cre­
ation and redemption, and for thy particular providence and 
inercies to us through the whole course of olir lives; and in 
readinG and meditating on thy holy word, in order to arne wI 
bur lives thereby; and in instructing alid furthering the sal-, 
vation of others t and in the exercise of all other works of 
tharity and devotion, as we shall have opportunity and abil~ 
ity to pcrfdrm them. 

And grant, that in the performance of these great ~nd ne. 
cessary concerns of our souls, no sourness or moroseness 
may mingle therewith; but that we may shew such a cheer­
fulness of temper, and even joy in the Holy Ghost, as may 
adorn the christian profession, and recommend th~ gospel to 
thQ.Se who are yet strangers to the power thereof. And 
mercifully grant, that by living holy in this and all the rest 
of our days we may be admitted into thy everlasting king­
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In whose name <\lld 
words we conclude our prayers. 

Our Father,. &~'. 
2F 
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An Evening Prayer for a E'ami{y~ 

o MOST gloTlous aurl ever bies5ed Lord' God, who IrJ. 
habitest eternity, and dwe!lGst i\i that light which no mortal 
eye can approach; we thy sinful servants, kneeling before 
thee, acknowledge that we are not worthy to appear in thy 
presence, nor so much as to lift up our eyes to that place of 
purity where thou dwdlest. " 

o Lord, though we are thus unworthy to speak unto' 
t11ee; yet so infinite and condescendIng is thy goodness as 
to encourage our addresses to thee, by many gracious pro­
mises of favour and acceptance: With humble confidence, 
then 0 Lord; We presume to approach the throne of thy 
grace; beseeching thee in the name, and for the sake of thy 
beloved Son, to be merciful unto us in the pardon and for­
giveness of all our stns. ,,\Ve ackn'owledge, OLord, that we 
have acted foolishly and wickedly, by doing those things 
which thou hast f\>rbidden, and by ntglecting to do those~ 
things which thou hast commanded: 0 let that mercy of 
thine, which has spared us so long, lead us to repentance, 
that we may forsake OUl: evil ways, and turn unto thee the 
Lord our God. 
,Give U3 grace, 0 Lord, seriously to consider the great 

work we _have to do, and the uncertainty of that t:me whidl 
thou hast given us to perform it in;" that we may not be so' 
foolish as to consume our days in vanity and folly, in grati­
fying our corrupt indinations, and indulging our vicious 
appetites. _. 

Shew us the foulness and deformity of sin, and possess 
our minds with such lively sense ef those dreadful threaten .. 
ings thou hast denounced against it, that we may abhot 
and forsake every evil way, and give up ourselves to the love 
and obedience of thy commandments, making it the great 
study and business of our lives to serve and please thee in 
all things; so shall we be daily growing in. grace, and con:.. 
tinually advancing towards an happy eternity. , 

Give us honest and upright hearts, such as nt) interest 
can seduce, no advanttge prevail upon to depart from the 
ways of truth and justice: And to that end, restrain us 
from .all immoderate desires of the things of this world, from 
all pnde and covetousnes~, from envy, hatred, and malice,· 
and from all evil speaking, lying, and slandering. 0 be 
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thou pl~as,;;d so to conduct us by thy good Spirit, througli 
all the business and employments, through all the calami­
ties and troubles cf this life, that (whatever our con'dition 
may be in this wodd) we may attain that happiness which 
thou hast prepared for them that truly love and obey thee. 
. We beseech thee to extend thy mercy to the whole race 
of mankind. Have pity upon all that know thee not, and 
neVer heard of thy name i make the light of thy glorious 
,gospel to shine among them, and visit them, 0 Lord, with 
thy salvation. 0 deliver us from all ignorance, error, pra.­
fanen:::s, and grant us grace and eternal life. 

Be more especially gracious to this church and nation to 
Which we belong; give us all grace seriously to repent 
pf the evil of ou,r ways; and grant that religion and vir­
tue, peace and charity, may for ever flourish and increase 
am(·Qg Ill. 

Bless ot\r sovereign lord king George, and all the royal 
family. Bless likewise all that are put in authority, both in 
church and state; may all their designs tend to the ad­
vancement of thy glory, and the happiness and prosperity of 
this mtion. 

Look with pity and compassion, 0 Lord, lIpon all in af­
fliction and tempLlti()l1 ; otrengthen and support them, and 
give them in tby good time a happy deliverance. 

Be merciful and gncious, 0 God, to all our relations, 
friends, and acquaintance, and to all that desire or need our 
prayer,;: Forg\ve our enemies, reward our benefactors; and 
grant, that we ~nd all thy people every where, qlay serve 
thee from the highest to ~lie lowest, and be qlaJe partakers 
of everlasting happinc,s. . 

To the·:e ,jur pr.1t:rs and intercessions, w~ desire likewise 
to atld the sacrifi..:e of Ol.\r unfti;;;r~ed praises to thy divine 
majesty, aclmowkdgiflg it to be our bounden duty and ser­
vice, at .111 tj'11L'S, and in ,lll places, to give thanks to thee, 0 
Lonl; to whose il tfinite goodness and mercy we owe all the 

, comforts of this life, and all the hopes and expectations of 
q better. Blessed be thy name', 0 God, for the continu.1I1ce 
of t!lY mercics to us tlli~ day ~ for ?ro:idi~1g for our bodies, 
;l"hd laking care of cur souls, and ddIVenllg us from those 
m.n1Y nib \\T h:we ju,t1y desef\'ed: Dut above all, we bless 
a;lCl prli'oL t'l), holr 1l.1me, fur thi!J~ inestimable I~< .. e in the 
fc'dcm:lt\l)!\ uf titL wurld by Ul:r Lord and SavIOur Jesus 
C!!rie~: ·~·,q·;'!ue ", ,1, (L y gr:lC:Oll.' favOi,lr and protection, 
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that nO nil acc~dent may cOI'{\e ~ear to hurt u.s. Gh'e \1;) 
~uiet and refreshing sleep, such as qlay fit us for the duties 
9f the day following: And if thou art pleased to add another 
pay tQ our \ive~, grant that we may improve itto thy glory, 
!lnd the benefit of ou,r precio\:1s so~ls, <\nd to the promoting 
t.he good of our neighbo~r as we ttave 0l'portu,nity, through 
Jesus Christ ou,r blessed Lord, and only Saviour, whoj~ 
¢ompassion to our \nfirI'{\~tif!&hath tau,ght us th\!s to pray: . 
O~r Fa:ther, $cG- . 

A Pra!jer for Sund(l:!j E'()ening~ 
(From Dr. Warren.) 

PRA~SH>. be ~hy name, a Lord, from the r~sing up of ~h.e 
sun, to the going down ~f the S<ll1,1e. . -

Thou art our God, and we will thank thee: Thou art au' 
God, and w~ ~ill prais'e thee., Blessed be thy name that 
~hou hast made us rational qea~u.resJ' capab~e to know thee~ 
and capable to enjoy thee. ' 

But ever blessed be thy name that we are chr~s~ians; that 
"\Ve were dedicated to thee in baplism,~ and have since been. 
made partakers oJ all those spiritual helps, which might ail! 
a,nd assist us to perfo,rm that vow we then made to thee. 

A,nd since our hearts are too apt ~o bl10vercharged with th~ 
care!! of tbis life ~ praised be thy na\De that thou hast com­
manqed us to set apart one day ~n seven, to lay aside all 
worl91y though~s and busi.ness, to consider eternity, and to 
take care of our souls. We thank thee for the happy 0Po'" 
port unity thou hast given ~s this day of assembling ourselves 
~'n thy house. Give a gracious answer to those petitions 
which have been put up in behalf of thy people. ' And gran~ 
¢at those instructions which have been given us, may have: 
a good effect ilpon us: That they \Day infiuellce our lives 
that we may some way or other be the better for them. 
That so being not only hearers, but 90ers, of ~hy word, wr; 
~ay be blessed in our deeq. 

Grant ,!S moderate and refreshing sleep, such ,as may fit 
\IS for thy service. Ahd, Lord, ma4c us ever mindful of 
,hat time when we shall lie down in the dust; and because 
V[~ know neither ~e day nor the hour of 0\lr Master's como: 
ing, grant us g~ace t118t we may never live in such a state, as 
~e shall fear to die. in; but that whether we live we may 
lIVe 'Jnto the LOJdJ or whether V{C; die we may die \luto ~~ 
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~rd ~ $0 that living and dy10g we may be thine, thloui1i 
Jesus Christ our Lord. ' 

Our Father, &c. 

4- Family Prayer for tiLe Lord~s Day Morning. 
(From Mr. Alleine.) 

MOST gracious God, 'and ouiFather in our Lord JesU;s 
Christ, it is good for us to draw near ~o thee, the nearer the 
better; and it will be best of all,when we come to be near., 
est of all in the kingdom of glory. 

We bless thee for ~he return of the morning-light, and, 
that thou ca1.lsest the day-spring to know its place and time: 
o let "the day-spring from on high visit our dark souls) 
and the sun of righteousnes ;lrise w~th healing under his 
wings." 

We bless thee, that the light we see is the Lord's; that 
~'this is the day which the Lord hath made," hath made for 
~an, hath made for himself, "we will rejoice and be glad 
~n it." 

We keep this day holy to the honour of thee, 0 God the 
father Almighty, the maker of heaven anu earth, in re~ 
(llembrance of the work of creation, that work of wonder, 
in which thou "mad est all thillgs out of nothing by the 
word of thy power," and all very good; and they continue 
to this day according to thy ordinance; for all are thy ser­
vants. "Thou art worthy to receive blessing, and honour. 
and glory, and power, for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. 0 thou who 
didst command the light to shine out of darkness," ,,,ho 
saidst on the first day of the first week, ." Let there be; !ight, 
and there was light;" we prJy thee shine this day into uut 

hearts, and give us more and more the light of the knowl. 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; and 
let us he thy workmanship, created ill Christ Jesus unto 
good works; a kind of first-fruits of thy creJtures. 

We likewise sancti£y this day to the honour of c~r Lor.1 
J.esus Christ, thy only begotten Son and our exalted Re­
oeemer, in remembrance of his resurrection from the dead 
on the fir.· t (Lty of the week, by whi<-h he was declared to 
be the Son of God with p0wer . We bless thee, th3t hov. 
iog laid dowrt his life to make aton.:ment for sin, he arose 
qgaiu for our justification, that he mi~ht bring in everlasting 
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**** ~lghteot1Sness. \Ve bless tpee, that he is nsen from th6 
dead as the first fruits of them that slept, that he might b~' 
the resurrection and the life to us. Now we pray, that while 
we are celebrating the memorial of his resurrection with 
joy and triumph, we may experience in Qur souls the power 
of his resurrection, that we may rise with him from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness; from the dust of 
this world to a holy, heavenly, spiritual, divine life. 0 
that we may be planted together in the likeness of Christ's 
resurrection, that as Christ wa5 raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, also so we may walk in neWl1e~s of life. 
, . We sanctify this day to the honour of thy Holy Spirit, 
that blessed Spirit of grace, the Comforter, rejoicing at the 
remembrance 0f the descent of the Spirit upon the apos~ 
tIes on the day of pentecost, the first day of the week like., 
wise. We bless thee, that whe{l Jesus Christ was glor,ified, 
the Holy Ghost was given to make up the want of his bod­
ily presence, to carryon his undertaking, and to ripen things 
for his secGnd coming; and that we have a promise that he 
shall abide with us for ever. And we pray, that the Spirit 
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead may dwell and 
rule in every one of us, to make us partakers of a new arid 
divine mture. Come, 0 blessed Spirit of grace, and breathe 
upon thes\,! dry bones, these dead hearts of ours, that they 
may live, and be in a spirit of faith, and loveJ and Iwliness,. 
a spirit of power and of a sound mind. 

P Lord, we bless thee for thy holy word, which is a light 
to our feet and a lamp to our p;).ths, and " which was Wi it .. 
ten for our learning, that we, thro~gh patiel;lce a,nd CO'ffi.,. 

fort of the scriptures, might have hope;" that the scrip.,. 
tures are preserved pure and entire to us, and that we hav~ 
them in <i language that we under5tand. We beg that we 
may not receive the grace of God in vain. We bless thee 
that our eyes see the joyfulligLt, and o11,r ears hear the joy ... 
ftll sound iJi: a Redeemer and Saviour, and,of a redemp,tiol1 
and salvation by him; that life and immortality are br OUb

1)t 

to light in the gospel. <:;;lory be to God in the highc,t, 
that in and through Jesus Chl is~ there is o,n earth peace ;l !lJ 

good-will towards men. 
We bless thee for the great gospel record, that "God 

hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." 
l"orct) we r~ceive it as :, faithful saying, and well worthy of 
1!l1 acceptatlOl1. 0 let him be m~,de of God to us wisCiorl1,} 



**'** tighteou~ness, ~anctification; and redemption}: Let us be 
effectually called into fellowship with him, and by faith be 
united to him, so that ChriSt may live in us, and we may 
grow up into him in all things, who is the head; that we 
may bring forth fruit in him, and whatever we do in word 
or deed we may do all in h~5 name. 0 let lis have the spir­
it of Christ, that thereby it may appear that we are his. 
And through him we pray that we may have eternal life, 
that we ~ay none of us come short of it, bloLt may all of 
us have the first.fruits 8t1d eOlrnests of it abiding in us. 

vVe bless thee for the new covenant made with us in Je­
sus Christ. Lord we fly for refuge to it, we take hold of 
it as the hope set before us. Thou hast declared concerninb" 
the Lord Jesus, that he is thy beloved Son, in whom thc)u 
<>.rt well pleased, we humbly beg, Lord, be .thou pleased 
with us in and through him. 

o that our hearts may be filled this day with pleasing 
thoughts of Christ, and his love to us, that great love where­
with he loved us. 0 the adorable dimensions of that lo\'cj 
the height, and depth, and length, aFld bre~th .of the love at 
Christ which passetll knowledge. I~et this love constrain 
Us to love him, and live to him who died for us and rose 
again. 0 that it may be a pleasure and mighty iatisfactic'l1 
to us to think, that while we are here praying at the throllC 
of grace, our blessed Saviour is sittin.g at the right hand of ti,e 
(hrone of glory, interceding fbr its: We earnestly beg that 
through him we may find favour with thee our God, aild 
may be taken into covenant and communion with thee. 

We humbly pray thee, for his sake, to forgive all our sil1~, 
known and unknown, in thought, word, and df,ed : Threugh 
him let us be acquitted of all our guilt. 0 let there be 110 

cloud of guilt to interpose between us and our God this day, 
:and to interccpt our comfortable communion with thee. 
And let our lusts be mortified and subdued, that our O"'ri 
corruptions may rtGt be as a clog to Us, to hinder the asccnt 
Of our souls heavenwards. 

We pray thee assist us in all the religious services of this 
thine own holy day: Go along with us, we humbly beseech 
thee, to the solemn assembly; for if thy presence go not up 
'With us, wherefore should we go up? Give us to draw nigh 
to thee with a true heatt, with a free heart, with a fixed 
heart, and in full assurance of faith. Meet us with a bless. 
ing: Grace thine OWl) orJinanc';; with t):ly prese-net', that 
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special presence which thou hast promised where two 6f 
three aregaihered t.?~ether in thy. name. Help us against 
cur mafiifcHd irrfirrilltJes, alId ti,e smsthat do most easily beJi 
set us in OUf attendance upon thee. Let thy word come 
with life and power to our souls, and be as good seed sown 
in good soil, taking foot, arid. bringing forth fruit t~ thy 
'praise: and ·let our prayers and praises be spiritual sacri~ 
tices,acceptable in thy sight through ChtistJesus. 

Let tllypresence be in all the asseri:1blies of christians this 
day. -!rl t"h~ charriot of the eve'rla6ting gospel let the.great 
Redeemer 'ride forth triumphantly; cohquering and to con4 
tler, and letevery thoUght be brought into obedience to him. 
Let many be brought to believ.e the report of the gtlspel, and 
to many ld the arm of the Lord be revealed. Let sinners 
be converted unto thee, a~d thysairtts edified and built.up 
in faith, holiness, and comfort tlilto salvation. . 

All which, with every other needful mercy, we humbly 
ll-$k, in the hattle and through the mediation of thy dear SOl!) 
ill whose words we further call upon thee, 
. Our Father,&c. 

Another Evening Prayer for Hie Loi'i!~$ bay. 

" 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

() tORD, thou art good to the soUll:hat seeks thee; thou 
flYt full of invitation, and all the endearments of love to draw 
and encourage poot sinners, t(j come unto thee .. ' Thou dost 
110t bid us seek thy face in vain, nor se~ve thee for nought; 
but art a Lotd that hath pleasure in the prosperity of thy 
servants, and payest Us not according to our poor iniperfect 
services, but givest like 1hy self infinitely good, and most 
rich in mercy: the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ out Lord. '. 

Cornman,,! a blessing, we pray thee, 0 tard, upon the 
word which this day we have heard, arid upon all the means 
of grace that have been used for the good of souls. It is 
not he who plantcth, nor he who watereth, but thou, ,out 
God, who givest the increase.. 0 be thou pleased to second, 
the preaching of thy word, with the powerful influences of 
thy grace and Holy.Spirit; that it may be the savour oflife 
to our souls, and the power of God to our salvation. 

We give thee thanks, as we are infinitely bound to thee, 
o Lor9 GOQ} OUr he,lvenly Father, for ihe mercies of this 
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day; and for thy great mercy and goodness that has hither-
to followed us all the days of our lives. 0 how wonderful 

, is thy patience and long-suffering, that thou shouldst all ::ay 
long stretch forth thy hands to a rebellious and gdins3ying 
people! And how unwearied thy kindness and love, tLt we 
stm enjoy so many comforts with our lives, who have taken 
the course to spoil all with our sins! yea, that thou shouldst 
not withhold the greatest mercies from such as canNot pre­
tend to deserve the least at thy hands! Blessed be thy 
name, 0 most merciful Father, that thou hast defended us­
from so many dangers in our lives, which threatened to de­
stroy us; and delivered us out of so many troubles, under 
which we should have sunk and perished, if thou hadst not 
been nigh unto us, and done grellt things for us. We bless 
thee for our health and plenty, peace and liberty; for the 
use of (JUr reason, limbs, and senses, for the comforts of Jll 
thy good creatures; for the kindness of our friencis, and 
safety from our enemies, for the benefits and refreshments 
of society, and the success and prospelrity of our affairs here 
in this world. But above all, we bless thee for the mercies 
and ble~sings respecting the world to come; for Jesu,g 
Christ, mld all spiritual blessing:; in heavenly things in him, 
tending to the salvation of our souls; for remembering us 
in our Jaw estate, and sending eternal redemption to us by 
the hands of thy dear SOl1; for the light and direction of 
thy word; for the teachings and strivings, the aids and con· 
sobtions of thy Holy Spirit; for all the means and helps 
which we have to do us good j for all thy grace wrought in 
us, and bestowed upon us ; and for all the discoveries and 
hopes of eternal glory which thou hast given us. 0 how 
infinitely are we indebted to the kindness and love of God 
olir Saviour! 0 that v'ITe may ever be sensible and thankful 
as we ought! and with all tIlat thou hast given us, blessed 
God, give us hearts filled with thy love, an.d lifted up in thy 
Iltaise, and devoted to thy honour and service. 

We can but acknowledge the vast debt that we are never 
able to pay. \Ve cannot praise thee according to the riches 
of t~y grace, and the. m ult~tude of thy m~r.cies: B~t. "'ye 
desire to bless and pr;use, With all the capaCltl(}S and abllItles 
wherewith thnu hast blessed us. Help us, 0 Lord, our 
God, to glorify thy name, not only in speaking to thy praise, 
but so entirely devoted to thy pleasure, that we may be thim:-

2G 
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in faithfulness, and the sincerity of our hear's, aU the dayll 
of our lives. 

o make us truly penitent and humbled for all which this 
day we have done amiss, and make us unfeignedly thankful 
for all the good that we have received: aild for all which· 
thou hast, in any manner or measure enabled us to do aright. 
The evil is from ourselves alone, and to us belongs shame 
and confusion of face for it: but all the good is of thy 
free grace, and mere mercy: and, to thy blessed name, 0 
Lord our God, be all the praise and glory rendered, with 
the most sensible and grateful hearts, now and fot evet~ 
more. .limen. 

Morning Prayer fir a Pamily. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

o Lord, the blessed God of our salvation f thou art the 
hope of all the ends of the earth,. upon whom the eyes of an 
do wait: for thou givest unto all life, and breath, and all 
things. In thee we ever live, and move, and are,; and up­
on thee we continually do depend for all the good, that ever 
we have, or hope for. Still thou takest care of us, and 
watchest for good over us; even in our rest. and. sleep, 
when we have not so much as any thoughts 0:1: carmg for 
ourselves: and daily thou renewest to u. our lives and thy 
mercies: every morning giving us new occasions stilI for 
thy praise, and our thankfulness. And thou hast given lis 
the assurance 9f thy word, that if we commit bur affairs to 
thee, and acknowledge thee in all our ways, thou wilt esta~ 
blish our thoughts, and direct our path. And therefore we 
desire, 0 Lord, still to put ourselves under thy gracious 
conduct, and thy fatherly protection; and to beg the hav .. 
cnly guidance, and bles5ing, and assistance of thy good Spit­
it, to chuse our inheritance for us; and to dispose of us, 
and of all that concerns us, to the glory of thy name. 

o Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies from us, not 
~e comforts of thy presence, nor the assi.tance of thy Spir­
It, for our great contempt and manifold abuses of all such 
grace and goodness. Never punish our sins, by giving u& 
?ver to~the love and power of our sins: but give us true pen­
Hent. hear.ts for all the evils committed by us ; and thy 
merCiful dIscharge from aU the guilt that lies upon us. And 
grant us, 0 good God, the comfortable sense and appreher.~ 
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~ion of thy gracious acceptance of us, and thy merciful in .. 
t,entions towards us, in the Son of thy love, the Lover of 
our souls! that our souls may bless thee, and all that is with­
ill us may praise thy holy name. 

And 0 that we may find the joy of the Lord to be our 
strength, to enable us against our sins; especially those sins 
to which we ar~ most addicted, and whereof we are in 
greatest danger; and to make us also more ready to every 
good work, and better disposed for all the dl:ties of piety, 
justicet charity, and sobriety, which we owe to thee, our 
Ood, to our neighbour, and ourselves: that herein we may 
eJi:ercise ourselves to have always the conscience void of of­
fence tQwards God, and towards men. 0 help us to walk 
drcumspe(.:tiy, not as fools, but as wise; carefully redeem­
ing the time that we have lost, and consciendously impro­
ving all those seasons and means of grace, which thou art 
pleased to Plft into ollr hands, for the best profit and advan­
tage of our souls. And while we are upon earth, 0 give us 
all things needful and convenient for our present pilgrim­
age; and sanctify to us aU our enjoyments, and all estates 
that we go through, alld all evepts that now befal us; till 
through the merits of thy SOIl, and the IPultitude of thy 
mercies, we are cond ucted safe to qe ever with the Lord. 
Amidst all our other affairs in this world~ 0 let us never for­
get or neglect the one thing needful ~ put be in greatest 
care so to demean ourselves every day~ flS may forward our 
joyful account in the great day of thy appearing and glory. 

o gracious father! keep us, we beseech thee, this day 
in thy fear ~lDd favour; and help us to Eve to thy honour 
and glory. If thou gu~de us not, we shall run into errors; 
if thou preserve us IIOt, We shall fall into dangers: 0 let thy 
good providence be our defence and security: and let thy 
Holy Spirit be our guide and counsellor in all our, ways. , 
And grant that ,we may take the ways and courses agreea- ~ 
hie to thy will arid acceptable in thy sight~ through Jesus' 
Chrift; in whose sacred name :md words we close these our 
imperfect requests to thee. 

Our Father, &c. 
tet thy grace, 0 Lord Jesus Christ; thy love, 0 heaven­

ly Father; thy comfortable fellowship, 0 holy blessed Spir-, 
it, be with us, and with all whom we ought to beg thy 
mqcy for in our vrayers, this day, and for evermore. Amm, 
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Evening Prayer .for a Familyo 

(From Mr. Alleiue.) 

o LORD our God, thy glory is above all our thougIlts, 2.nd 
thy mercy ia over all thy works. Weare stiU living monu­
ments of thy mercy. For thou hast not cut us off in our 
sins, but still givest us a good bope and strong consolation 
through gnce. Thou hast sent thy only son into the world. 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish -in his 
sins, but have everlasting life. 0 Lord, we believe. help 
our 'unbelief ; and give us the true" repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jeslls Christ," that we may be 
in the number of those who do indeed repent and " believe 
to the saving of the soul. Being justified by faitb," let us 
H have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; let 
us rejoice in him through whom we have now redemption 
in bi" blood ;" and let" the Love of God be shed abroad 
in our h~4i-ts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." 

And as we pray that thou wilt be to us a father of mer· 
cies, and a God of consolation, so we pray that thou wilt 
mCl],,:e us " followers of God as dear children," ever jealous 
over '~ur own hearts, and watchful over our ways; continuo 
ally fearing to. offend, and endeavouring to please thee. Thou 
know,:st, 0 Lord~ all our tempt'\tions, and the sin that doth 
,,0 easily beset us. Thou knowest the d~vices of the enemy, 
and the deceitfulness of our own hearts. VJ e pray thee, 
good Lord, that thou wilt arm us with the whole armour of 
God. Uphold us with thy free Spirit; and v:;::.tch over us 
for good evermore. 

Let our s!lPplications also ascend before thee, rer the whole 
race:ot: lpap-kind. Send thy word unto all the ends of the 
earth, and let it, be tl~e savour of life unto all that hear it. 
~e 'gracio'\ls.tq tl,lill our land. 0 do thou rule all our rulers, 
cO'rmsel all our cQullselIors, teach all our teachers, and order 
all the puplic affairs to, thy glory. Turn from us the judg­
ments which we feel or fear; continue thy blessings to our 
souls and bodies, and notwithstanding all our provocations, 
b~ thou Still our God, and Jet us be lhy people._ 

Have compassion on all children of affiiction,and s:J',cti~ 
fy thy fatherly <:prrec~ions to them. Be graciolJs to ~n our 
friends and nej&hbours~ Reward Ui.'.l' i;,~ndact9r::, 51,,-;-,5 



pur relations with the'best of thy blessings, with tt,y feZi~ 
:.nd love. Preserve us from our enemies, and r":':onciie 
them both to us and to thyself. Q that all the habitations 
of Christians may be houses <Jf prayer! and be thou espe­
cially kind to the several families where thy blessed name is 
called upon. Let thy blessing rest upon us of this family. 
Bless all our present estates to us; and fit us all for what­
soever thou shalt be pleased to call us to. 0 teach us 
" how to want, and to abound:" In every condition "tcu-;c 
our hearts to thyself; and make us ever to approve our~ 
selves Bineere and faithful in thy service. 

And now, 0 Father of mercies, be pleased to accept au!' 
evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 0 that thou 
wouldest imprint and preserve upon our hearts a lively S(:Dse 
of all thy kindness to us ; that our souls may bless thee, and 
all that is within us may praise thy holy name. Yea, let us 
give thee thanks from the ground of the heart, and praise 
our God while we have our being. For all thy I'J.ti:nce 
with us, thy care over us, and thy continual mercy to us;, 
blessed be thy name, 0 Lord God, our heavenly F:U:1C,' i 
And unto thee, with the Son of thy love and the Eririt o! 
o'tee, be all thallks and praise, now and for e',c ,iT' 0'·C: • 

.Amen. 

A Nlorning Pru.!Jer fa1' a Fami?~/. 
(From Mr, Crossman.) 

Let the Master of a Family begin with this sentence. 

" 0 come, let ns worship and fall do~n, and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker." Psalm xcv. 5." 

Then:111 devoutly kneeling, let the Master of the r~mi:y say • 

.. Let us pray." 

o M~l\!IGHTY and most merciful God, we give thee hun> 
ble thanks and praise for thy fatherly care over U', in p'c­
~erving us from all evil accidents the night pa"t, and t:, .. t 
another day is added to our lives; we here offer up oc;; 
souls and bodies to thy service. desiring to employ them t'J 
thy glory, and tile: working out our own salvation. 

But, L'J{d, thou kl1cw~St the wea-kness and corrup-jom of 
eur nature, and the manifold temptations we daily m.~,:,; 
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with. VIe beseech thee therefore to have compassIon up,; 
on our infirmities, to grant us the assistance of thy blessed 
Spirit, to restrain us from .sin, to stir us up to olir duty, and 
to enable-m to withstand all the enemies and hindrances of 
our salvation. Give us grace to walk in thy sight all the 
day long, making a conscience of our ways, and ~ot daring 
to do any thing to offend thee. . 
. Mak~ us serio!ls and holy in our lives, watchful over all 

our thoughts, words. and actions, temperate in meat. an~ 
drink, just and upright in all our dealings, quiet and peace~ 
<i91e amongst our neighbours ,!nd contented in every state 
and condition of life. 

But above all, keep in our minds a lively remembrance 
of that great and solemn day, when we must be summone4 . 
beforc the judgment seat of Christ, to give a strict account 
-of olAr lives, and to receive our everlasting doom, either tQ 

bli',5 or woe, according to what we have done in this body~ 
o let it be lOur constant care to fit and prepare ourselves fox 
the world to come, - . 

And now, 0 gracious Father, we humbly beg thy bless~ 
ing up~n all here present,. and all belonging to us : Let thy 
good providence watch over us, and preserve us, and, gran~ 
us whatsoever thou seest to be neeGful both for our souls and­
bodies, for the sake and through the merits of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, in whose most holy name and -yvords we sum up all 
pur w~_nts, saying, 

Our Father, &c. 
The gqce of our Lord, 8{c" 

An Evening Prayer for a Famib:, 
, v 

(From Mr. Crossman.) 

Let the Master of a family begin with this sentence. 

"0 come, let us worshipj and fa~l down, and kneel 
~fQre the Lord our Maker;" 

Then ali 4evGutly ;~lIecling let the Mastel' of the Family say, 

" Let us pray." 

() HO~l' glorious anci c,-er blessed Lord God) who dwell. 
est in the highe;'t heavens, yet YOlichsafest to regard the 
I~.' .. cst ':;,'.;3,;;;,'::5 :l~;·e::.;: e~::'~::, we thine unworthy servants., 
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How c'Orne before, thee upon our knees, Immbly beserdllrJS 
thy majesty, for the sake of thy beloved Son, to be n,;:rcifal 
to us and pardon and forgive us our sins; for we ad::1owl­
~dge, 0 Lord, that we have many times acted fer rlishiy. 
That we have done those things which thou hast forbidden, 
and have neglected to do those things which thou hast .com­
manded. 0 let that mercy of thine, which has spared us 
thus long, lead us to repentance; that we may henceforth 
forsake our evil ways, and turn unto thee the Lord our God. 

Give us grace, 0 Lord, seriously to consider the great 
work we have to do, and the shortness and uncertaint v of 
the time we have to do it in, that we may not consume 'our 
days in sin and vanity, nor set our heart:; so much upon thi, 
world, as to neglect the great concerns of our souls; Lut 
let us make it our chief care to serve and please thee, a;;d 
to provide for our eternal state. 

But, 0 Lord, we pray not for ourselves bhly, but for all 
chri~;tians; especially for this church and nation: Bless the 
king and all the royal family. Bles3 the minister whc'la 
thou hast set over us, and pro,;per his labours to the salv3-
tion of our souls. Bless all our friends, ann forgive all Olir 

enemies: Convert the sinner, cbmfort the sick and afHictccl, 
and be pleased to provide for the fatherless ~11d the wi:low. 

And now, 0 merciful Father, accept, we beseech thee, 
of our most humble and hearty thanks for all th y mercic< 
{rom time to time vouchsafed to us; for the fountain "f 
them all, the holy Jesus, ahd for all the benefits of Cdr re­
demption, for the light of the gospel, f,1r the comforts of 
thy blessed Spirit, and the hopes of eternal glory. "'.\' e 
ptaise thee also for the use of cm reasOll, for our food and 
raiment, for our health and strcllgth; and partieula: ly f07 

thy watchful care and good proyidence over us this day. 
And \\'e humbly beseech thee tef coiltinue thy mercies to llS, 

and to t.ake u~ this night into thy ca;'c and protect:p 'l De-
fend thiS habitatIOn, and all about It, from fire, \'{ and 
tempest; and from every sad accident. Deli], Ifr,rm 
~l.e powet~nd malice of evil spirits, and keep: pf, the: 
llati(~$ of wlck~d nll:n; and let us go to our I ~tcty, 

.and III rexc With one znother. • ir :0" 

Lastly, make us, 0 Lord, we beseech ']I':C, ;;n 're-
ligious hquschold, fe:\riilg thee, and loving c;" ',r ; 
and grant that we may Jive together such a P' r 'i'~ 
£o<1ly family <lll our d~I::S, that who d::c.!h ~l::;]" c,' 
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Fom e2sh other here on earth, W~ may meet again. in hea1~ 
en, ... nd there dwell together in joy and happiness for ever­
mo·~e. 

o Lord Ilear us, and accept of these our prayers and prais. 
es, for th,~ sake of our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus 
Cnri:~t, who hath taught us when we pray, to say, 

Our Father, &c. 
The grace of our Lord, &c. 

A 1tforning Prayer for a l?amity. 

GREAT aoel glorious Lord God f "the high and lofty 
one, who inhabitest eternity, and dwellest in that light 
vihich is !lot to be appro~iched ;" we pray thee to look down 
from h caven, the habitation of thy holiness and thy glory, 
up? ·.·.tS vile and sinful creatures. "Have mercy upon us, 
(j lIJrd, and according to the multitude of thy tender mer­
.:i<;s :)iot out all our transgressions :" And do thou keep it' 
for ever in the purpose and resolution of our hearts, ·to 
serve and fear thee for the future, and to keep all thy com­
mandments always, that it may be well with us, and with 
our chldren after us. We pray thee, to this end, to write 
thy laws in our hearts, and to put thy fear into our inward 
parts, that we may never depart from thee. 

Grant us the grace of thy holy spirit to become every day 
better j to refo~m and amend whatsoever is amiss in the 
frame and temper of our minds, or in the course and actions 
rlf our lives; to enable us to mortify our lusts; to govern 
ou:' passions, and to order out whole conversation aright; 
to assist us in <Jl that is good; to keep us from all evil, and 
to pr'fserve us to thy heavenly kingdom. We pray thee to 
instn\ctus in all the _particulars of our duty, which we owe 
to the&,;~nd our neighbour: " That we may herein exercise 
oursdJ x <- .0 have consciences void of offence towards God ' 
a~d t man ;" tha;t we .may love thee, the Lord our 
GOll"t :, onr hearts, wlth all our souls, and all our 
stren (' 'may love our neighbour as ourselves; and 
what! ouU that men should do unto us, that we 
m. .,e unto them. 

-"", ~r ... "e of God, which hath appeared unto aU 
rr:> l'llG" salvation, teach us, that" denying ungod-
~i,.l !~[\rldly lusts, we may live soberly, righteously; 
"n.f- 1.;1 tj1i$ present world, waiting for the blessed 



~ope, ancl glorious appearance of the gteat God and OUf 

Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

Arid we pray thee, make us sensible of our own frailty, of 
the shortness and uncertainty of this life" and of the eterni. 
ty of the next ... Make us careful so to live, as we shall wish 
we had done when we come to die Let" our loins al­
ways be girded' about, and our l,mps burning, and we our­
selves like urito men that wait for their Lord." 
. Extend thy goodness to t~e whole world: Let thy ways 
pe known upon earth, and thy saving health among aUna­
~ions. Bless, we pray thee, our sovereign lord king 
Ge?rge, and all that are in authority under him; that they 
may be liseful and serviceable to thy glory-and the public 
good. We implore thy mercy in the behalf of our rclations~ 
friends, and benefactors. Forgive our enemies; and teach 
us to return good for evil. .. .. . 

We offe.! unto thee oUr hearty praiBes for all thy mercid 
bestowed upon us from time tei time; for making u., chris­
tians; for rreseioving us the night past, and the rest of our 
lives frorh innumerable accidents and danger. Be gracious­
ly pleased to take us, and all things belonging to us, into 
thy fatherly care and P10tl-ction this day. Let all thy loving 
kindnesses have this effect upon uq , to make us better, and 
to lead Us to repentance; And all this we bEg for Jesus 
Christ his sake; in whose blessed name and ,vords we con': 
dude otir impcrfec, prayers, saying, 

Our Father, &c. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God t 

and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be witli us this day~ 
~rtd evermore. .limen. 

An Evening. Prayer for a Pamily . 

. d GOD, who art the giver of all good gift" 'and the fa-: 
ther of mercies, we. thine unworthy servants entirely desire 
to praise thy name for all the eXJ:lressions of t111 bounty to­
""<\fds lis, Blessed be thy love, that gave thy Son to dIe for 
Our sins, to put us in a way of being happy, jf we woul,l o­
bey thee; and after: all the wilful refus:!! of thy g;':lCe, . till 
hast patience with us, and hast added this one (lay more to 
all we have niis-spent illread y, to see if we would finiih the, 

2H 
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work thou hast set us to do" and fit ourselves for eternal 
glory. I' " 

Pardon, good Lord, all our former sins. and all our abu­
ses of thy forbearance, for which we are now sorry at OUf 

hearts; and give us grace to lead more holy lives, and to be 
more ~arefulin improving all future opportunities., Make 
thyself present to Our minds, and let thy lov,e and fear rule 
in our souls in ;'Ill places, and upon all occasions. 

Keep us chast:: in all our thoughts; temperate in aUour 
enjoymens; humble ih ail our opinions of ourselves; ~ha~ 
ritable in all our speeches of others; meek and peaceable 
under all provocations; sincere and faithful in all our pro­
fessions; and so just and upright in all our dealings, that 
no, n~c~~sity may force, no opportunity tempt, nor advan­
tage of ~ny kind may allure us to hurt any body, by word or 
deed 

When thou bestowest good on others, let us not envy, 
but rejoice in it; and when thou add est any to ourselves, 
let us own thy nierey, and humbly thank thee for it. Af­
ford us convenient supplies in all our reasonable necess:ties, 
and protect 'm against the approach of all dangers; make us 
diligent in all our business, and give such success to our en­
deavours, as thou f,eest Irc~t expedient for us. 

Teach us contentedly to submit, and not to repine at any 
thing that comes upon uS by the allotment of thy wise pro­
vidence. ABU whilst Wt are in this wor!d, and have mani­
fold concerns in it, suffer not our heart, to be too much set 
upon it, but always fix our eye upon the blessed hope of 
things above. And we p'ay thee, make all the things of 
this wor:d minister to it; m'lking us Lanful above <tIl things 
to fit our ~ouis for that pure and p;:rfect bliss, which thou 
h~st prep;lre~ for all that love and fear thee, in the glories of 
thy kir'Fdom, 

Ch2,rg< . thy holy prO\ idence with us this night; make 
our ~lt:e safe and rdreshing to us. Fit us for our great 
change, ,h'}t it may not surprise us unawares: but that 
having led holy lives we !11,1y be happy in our deaths, anrt 
have comfort and well grvunded hope in thee. 

,Exfend thy Grace to all men in all places; to our sove­
reIgn lord kin;,; Georf,e, and to all tllat are in authority 
under him, both in churc;h and state; to high and low, 
r~ch ald POOy; to <Ill who pray for it or need it in these 
~111gdoms. Bless all our friends, relations and benefactors. 

, I 
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Forgive all ollr enemies, giv'~ :I'iem hearts to fear thee, and 
~ Qe reconciled to us. 1')1I'1ply us and all others, with what­
lIoenr thou see,t proper for ,-,s, for Christ hi:; sake: In whose 
bIes.sed name and words wr;: stilt recommeqd ourselves unto 
thee, saying, ' 

Our Father, &c. 
lYIay the grace of our Lod Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

lind the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with US this night, 
Hpd everl1lo~e! ilmell! 

,ORMS Of fRAYER TO BE USED IN FAMILIES, 

Prom the Book o~ 9qmmoll Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
, in the United States. 

Mornin~ Prayer. 

'I'm>: Master or Mistress having- called together as many of the family 
3,scan con vcnie,ltiy be present; let one of them, Of any other whom they 
shall thinK proper, say as follows, all kn,eelill(\':. 

OOR Father, who art in heaven,. hallowed be thy n~me; 
thy kingdol11 come; thy will be done on earth, as it in heav­
en: Give U'i this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespas,es. as we forgive those who trespasslgainst us; 
and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us froql evil: 
Fur thil1c is the kingdom, and ~he power, l\nd the glory, for 
ever and ever. jhnen. ' 

ALMTGHTY and c>verlasting God, in Acknowledgment of 
, '. 1. "', d h. God'S l11ercy and pre-whom we tiV'_ .111<1 ,11,He _ll ave our servation, especially 

beill!!;; we. tit y needy creatures, render tbro' the ni&,ht pa,~. 
thee our humule praises, for thy preserva-
tion of us from the beginning of our 
lives to thi-; dar, and especially for having 
delivered us from the dangers of the: past 
night. "To thy watchful providence we 
owe it, ""(that no disturbance hath come - When ~isturbance 

. 'h us or our dwelling' but, that we are of ~ny. kllld bot'l. a 
nlg . • . ' . ' fl' fa'1uly,lnst."d 01 thIS, 
bwught m safety to the begmnmg 0 t 11S say, tllat not-v;':",an. 
day.) For these thy m<::rciclI, we bless mug OIU' dangers) we, 
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<l!fe brought, io"safety 3)ld magnify thy glorio~s name; humbly 
~o, tbe oegmmng of pelileeching thee to accept this our ~orn~ 
this day, .' 'fi' f ' d h k " : ' : lDg sacn llce 0 praIse an t an sgIvmg; 

for his sake ~ho lay down in the grave, and 
rose again for us, thy Son o~r Sav~our Jee 
sus Christ, Amen. 

Declication ot soul AND, since it is of thy mercy, 0 gra. 
an( body, to 'God's dous Father, that another day is addedtQ 
jEer,Vlce, wblth, a re,so- our lives; we here dedicate both our souls 
utlOll to e growmg ,'" .,', 

daily in goodneia, and our bodies to thee and thy serVIce, m 
, a sober, righteo~s, and godly life: In 

which resolution; do thou, 0 mercif~l 
Cod, confirm and strengthen us; that, as, 
we grow in age, we, may grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lqrd an~ 
Saviour Jesus, C1!rist.Amen. '" 

'-'-" ,I • 

Prayer for grace,_ BUT, 0 God, ""ho knowest the weak. 
ro enable us to per. d " f 'd 'h 
form thilt re,olutiof>, ness an corr'clptlOn 0 our nature, an t e 

manifold temptations which we daily 
meet with; we hl1mbly beseech thee to have compassion 
on our infirmities, alld to give us the constant assistance of 
~hy Holy Spirit; that we may be effectually restrained from, 
sin, and excited to our duty. Imprint upon our hearts 
such a dread of thy judgments~ and such a grateful senseo~ 
thy goodness to us, as may make us both afraid and ashamed 
to offend thee. And, above all, keep in our minds a lively 
remembran,ce of that great day, in which we mu"t give a 
strict account of our thoughts, words, and actions; an~ 
according to the works dorie in the body, be eternally re~ 
warded or punished, by him whom thou hast appointed the 
judge of quick and dead, thy Son Jesus Christ Qur Lord, 
,'J ' ,'. ' " ;umen. 

For grace to guide IN particular, we implore thy grace 
and keep us the fol. d' " 1: ' h ' " -,', 
l,owing day, and for an protectlO~ ror t e ensUIng day. Keep, 
God's blessing on the llS t~mperate III our meats and dril'lks, and 
¥.u,sines5 of the iame, diligent in our several call~ngs. Grant 

us patience' under any afflictions i:ho~. 
shalt see fit to lay on us, and minds al~ 
ways contented with our presen,t condi~ 
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tion. Give us grace to be j\lst and up~ 
tight in all our dealings; quiet an,d peace: 
a\>le; full of compas'ion; and ready to 
P" good to all men, according to our abi-. 1'0!1 Sunday Mor~~ 
1· . d' . . D' . 109 mstead of thIS, 
Itles au 9pportUl1lt1~S, lrect us ill all say, and let thy Holy 
our ways 'i('(and pro<:per the works of our Spirit accompany u& 
hands in the business of our several sta. to ltl~e plac1e. of th

k
y 

• ~ , ,puu IC wors lip, ms _ 
~lOns ) Defend us trom all dangers and ing us serious and at­
adversities; and be graciously pleased to tentiv~, and rai'ing 

k d II I' b' our mll1ds from the 
ta e us ~n a tml1gselongm~ to us .un- though\~ of thi. world 
~er thy Fatherly care and protectIOn. to thecoosideration of 
These things and whatever ehe thou the next, t~a~ we mo] 

, , '. fervently JOin In the 
shalt see necessary <\nd conyement to us, prayers and praises of 
we humb: y beg, through the merits and thy Church,al~d listen 

mediation of thy Son Jesus Chriilt our to °hur dutr wlthdhon
t

-

L "I • est earts, In or er 0 
, ord and SavIOur. ilmen practise it. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God~ 
:i1nd th~ fellowship 9f the Holy Ghost be with u, all ever­
more. ilm{f,rZ. 

Ever;ing Prayer. 

T!lF: family being together, a little before bed time, let the l\!?.ter M' 
Mistress or any other whom they shall think proper, say as follows, aU 
~necling. 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdOl~ come; thy will be done 011 earth, as it is in 
heaven: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
oUf trespasses, as we forgive ~hose who trep:l<s again t m; ; 

and lead us n,ot into temptation; but del:"er us from evil: 
for thine is ~he kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
~ver q';ld eve~. Amen,. 

MOST we,rciful Ood, who art of purer .Confes>ion of sins, 

h b h' Id .. .' . d I, WIth a prayer for COI1-
eyes t all to e 9 Imq Ult y, a.l 1.lst tritiul! "UU p~rJlJn. 
promised forgiveness to all those who con-
fess and forsake their sins; we come be-
tore thee in an humble sense of our I)wn 
unWltlrthiness, acknowledging (,';r mani- I' 
f Id . f 1 ~. 1 I ,*' Here, let t le one o transgresSIOns 0 t ly ngllteous aws. who r.,.ld, nlOkc a 
But, 0 gracious F"tller, \vho t!':oirc:st not ,hon pome, t~"t eY_ 

t,he death of a sinner look upon us we or,' ~,nc may ~cccctly 
.' .' C~':1j,·:·,s tht: "illS and 

~seech thee, 111 mercy, and forgtve us all failill!;S of that day 
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oor transgressions. Make us deeply sen.. 
sible of the great evil of them: and work 
in us a hearty contrition; that we may ob •. 
tain forgiveness at thy hands, who art ev-, 
er ready to receive humble and penitent 
sinners; for the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ,ol:lr only Saviour and Redeemer, 
Amen. 

Prayer for grace AND lest, through our own frailty, or 
t~t;ee:.orm 'lnd grow the temptations which encompass us, we 

be drawn again into sin, vouchsafe, us, 
we beseech thee, the direction and assis... 

tance of thy Holy Spirit: Reform whatever is ami$.s In tht< 
temper and disposition of our souls; that no uncle,!n, 
thoughts, unlawful designs, or inordinate des,ires, may rest 
there. Purge our hearts from envy, hatJ;ed" and ma.lice ~ 
that we may never suffer the sun to go down upon our 
wrath; but may always go to our rest in peace, charity, and 
good-w~ll, with a conscience. void of o,ttence tow~rds thee 
and towards men: That so, we may be preserved pure and. 
blameless, unto the coming of ol,lr LOl;d and SaviQ,ur J es\l,S 
Christ. Ameli,' . 

The intercession. AND accept, 0 Lord, our intercessions for 
all mankind. Let the light of thy gospel 

shine upon all nations; and may as many as have received 
it, live as becomes it. Be gracious unto thy church; and 
grant that ev(';ry member of the same, in his vocation and 
ministry, may serve thee faithfully. Bless all iI'1 authority 
over us; and so rule their hearts and strengthen their hands;, 
(ha~ they may punish wickedness and vice, and maintain thy­
Hue religion ~nd virtue. Send down thy blessings t~mpo­
rd and spiritt;al, upon all our relations, friends and ne.igh­
bours. Reward all who have done us any good, and par­
don all those who have done or wish us evil, and give 
them repentance and better minds. Be merciful to all who 
are inany trouble; and do thou, the God of pity, administer 
to them according to their several necessities, for his sake 
who went about doing good, thy Son our Saviour Jesus, 
Christ. Amen. . 
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To our prayers, 0 Lord, we join our iIti- Th I k ' '. 
feigned thanks for all thy mercies; for our e t Jan sglvmg-

being, our reason, and all other endowments and faculties 
6f soul and body; for our health, friends, food, and rai­
ment, and aU the other comforts and conveniences of life. 
Above all we adore thy mercy in sending thy only Son into 
the world to redeem uS from sin and eternal death, and in 
giving us the knowledge and sense of our duty towards thee. 
We bless thee for th y patience with us, notwithstanding 
our many and great provicatiuns; for all the directions, as­
:;istances, and comforts of thy Holy Spirit; for thy continu­
al 'care and watchful providence over tis through the -,,,hole 
course of our lives; a~d particularly for the mercies and 
benefits of the past day; Beseeching thee to continue these 
thy blessings to us; and to give us grace to show our thank. 
fulness in a sincere obedience to his laws through whose 
merits and intercession we received them all, thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

. IN partic~lar we bes~ech thee to. co~tin.. rtayer for God;s 
ue thy gracIOus protectIOn to u~ tillS mght. protection tl,rc,Ug[l 
Defend us from all dangers and mischiefs, the night folluw­

and from the fear of them; that we may Ing. 

enjoy such refreshing sleep as may fit us for the duties of 
the followi1lg day. Make us ever mindful of the time when 
we shall lie down in the dust; and grant us grace always 
to live in such a state, that we may never be afraid to die: 
So that living and dying We may be thine, through the mer­
its and. FatisLlction of thy Son Christ Jesus, in whose name 
we offer our imperfect prayers. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and.the love of Cod, 
and the fellowship of the HClly Ghost, be with us all ever .. 
more: Amm. 

On Sundays and on other day., when it m~y be convenient, it ,,,ill I". 
proper to begin with a chapter, Qr part of. cbpter from the New 1 c·,, 
rament. 
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PRAYERS FOR PERSONS IN PRIVATE 

A Preparatory Prayer'~ . 

13tEsSEt) Lord I who ha5t commartded, and invited. us to 
pray unto thee, 0 let thy Spirit help my infirmities; and <\c) 
thou so dispose my mind, arid prepare my heart; that my 
prayers and praises may: be acceptable in thy sight; througH 
the mediation, and for the sake of Jesus Christ: limeli. 

A Prayer flt Sunday Morning; 

o Coo, who art the giver of all good gifts, and the fa. 
ti.er of mercies, I thine unworthy servant a90re thy glori~ 
ousmajesty, for those marvelous instances of thy love, which 
thou hast in all ages shewiJ to the sons of men: In all thy 
dealings and dispensations towards us thou hast manife~ted 
thyself to be a most kind arid compassionate Father; - thou 
hflst provided for the comfort and support of our bodies, 
and snewn a most tender care and conceln for the welfare 
and happiness of our in-uTIortal souls: In great mercy til 
them, thou didst appoint one day in seven for thy more pecul~ 
iar worship and srr-vice, that so hy a frequent and religious 
observance of the christian Sabbath on tc\fth, we might Jj~ 
better fitted and rrep'lTed to celebrate that eternal Sabbath of 
everlasting ~est} which thou hast reserved fe" us l1ereaftd; 

For this, 0 Lord, coLd all the other teot:,;-r;Oilies of thy love, 
which thou hasi: sbevvn to il1e, al1Cl all m'lnkind. I desire 
with an humble and thankful heart to bl.:," "nd praise thy 
holy DZtnJe; and mote especblly for th.:t inexpressible in. 
:tancc of thy love, the sending thy ;;cn Ch-ist Jdus into 
the world, to be the propitiation for our o:ns.. .> 

I b1e;8 thee, ,) Lei-d, for thy great gOC>;ll1'~SS iii preoerv­
ing me the night past from 811 perils awl (] ,)DI',Cq, :md. bring­
ing me inhcalth and safety to the lx:gi:r::llllj.! ::f thi~. h.Jy ciay~ 
. 0 my God, give Ine grace to make a rig;.t ;Jbe und im;' 
provement of this ahd alJother- opportunities tlirm art pleas~ 
cd to put into my hands; pm-dun, I ,'Cot humbly beseech 
thee, noy unprofitableness tindcr de rYl':l1~S of grace; and; 
o mer~iful Father, let not my :ins provoke. thee so far., as 
to depnve me of the helps and advantages of thy divine in~ 
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s.titutions ; but grant, 0 Lord, that I may spend this and 
all other times set apart for thYJ:I1ore immediate service in 
such a holy and religious manner; as may prQmotethy h~Ii­
our and glory, and set forward the salvation of my soul: 
And that I may be enabled so to do, 0 let thy grace and 
Holy Spirit b:: alw;JYs present with me, for of myself! am 
not abk to pkase thee. 

Gile me awful thoughts of thy divine majesty, aad such 
;In humble serious and devout frame of mind, that when I 
attend upon the publick service of thy church no vain or 
tumultuous thoughts may distract my devotions, nor any 
dulness or weariness seize upon my spirits; but from a true 
sense of my own unworthin<:ss, and of my t:ntire depen­
dence upon thee, for the snpp! y of all my wants, r may 
pray unto thee, and praise th:::c "itll most devout and hear­
ty affections, and may otTer Ullto thee a lively sacrifice, holy 
and acctptable in thy sight. 

Su$~r n,e not, 0 merciful Father, to rest in a mere out­
ward form of gu,lliueso: but grant, that I may endeavour 
more and more to have my heart animated and enlivened 
with the spirit and power of reli!::ion, and to become a true 
disciple of the blessed JeslIs; by imitating his example; ob. 
serving his precepts; and making it the constant and prin­
cipal care and concern of my life, to promote thy honour, 
and my own and oth<.:rs salvation. 

Let thy good spirit, 0 Lord, be powerfully assisting to 
the labours and <.:ncLavours of those, to whom thou hast 
committed the c,(re of souls, parLicllbrly of him, under 
whose ministry thy providence has placed me. 

Give thy bkssing to thy holy wo,'d preached, and remOTe 
from me, ,lIlU ;Ill that attend thy holy ordinance3, all preju­
dices and indispositiollS of mind, th~ t nothing may hind;::r 
its due and saving etllcacy upon our souls. Give us that 
humble and t(;;Jh,lble spirit, which be'comes them that 
would learn of thee; and 0 let eyery good i!l truction that 
~,hal'l this day be given us, sink deep into our he~rts, and 
bring forth in LIS the fruits of a holy and r-cLgious life, that 
we may not be hearers of thy word only, but doers also, 
le~t we deceive our own souls. 

Be with me, 0 Lord, this day, in all places, and upon 
all occasions: Direct and guid'~ me, sanctify and pres",rve 
me. Keep me both outwardly i:ll:ly body and i~\\'~'r,"lY,in 
my wul.. D':f.:nd me from tht: power and mOlh\:c of me 

. ~ I 
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devil, from the corruptions of my own Sillfld nature, and 
form those sins espedaJl.y that do most easily beset :md en­
snare mt;:. Free my J!lind fron;t the disturbances of passion 
and anger, and all perplexing thoughts and cares; and so 
strengthen it by thy grace and Holy Spirit, that nothing 
may hinder or discompose me in my duty, or render me un­
fit forthy service. Let me no ways profane this thy holy 
day, eiLher in thought, word, or deed; but give me grace 
to spend it in such a holy and religious manner, that every 

. day of my life may be the better for it; and wbenI come 
to the conclusion of this day, I may look back with joy and 
co;nfo1't, in an humble: hope of thy divine acceptance, 
through the merits and mediation of my dear Redeemer, 
Jesus Chri.t the righteous. Amen. 

Om Father, &c. 

The master or mistress of a "family may very properly add chi .hort prayer. 

MAKE me duly mindful, 0 Lord, of all those who are 
under my care; and grant that none of my family may, 
through any neglect of mine, be ever wanting in their du­
ty towards thee. Let the Care of my own soul be exten­
ded likewise to a concern for theirs; and give me such a 
zeal for thy glory, such a true regard for the salvation of 
others, that I may endeavour (as much as in me lies) to 
promme religion and piety in all about me. Convince me 
truly, 0 Lord, how much it is my duty, as well as interest, 
that I and my house should serve thee; that we should dai­
ly offer up our qnited prayers and praises at the throne of 
grace, and especially upon this day set apart more partidar- . 
ly for thy service. Be in the midst of us, 0 Lord, when 
we assemble ourselves"together; send thy blessing upon all 
our religious duties; and grant that not only the form, but 
the power of true religion, may be visible among us, to our 
great comfort in this world, and our eternal happiness in 
that which is to come. Grant this, 0 merciful Father,{or 
Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate Anun. 

A Prayer for Sunday Noon or any intermediate 
- time qf flzeDoy. 

o GOD! who art rich in mercy to all t~at call upon 
thee; and hast bid us pray without (easing, and rejoice 
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(,Nermore: In obedience to that command, and encouraged 
by thy gracious promises, I again approach thy presence; 
to renew my requests unto thee; to bless thy holy name; 
to make professiun of my love to thee; and of my readi­
ness in all things to obey thee. ~ic~en my affections, O. 
Lord, that I may be excited to a more free arod jciy'f1l1 atten­
dance upon thee in all holy and religious duties; that no 
dulness nor weariness may seiz'~ upon my spirits; but such 
a perfect love to thee may possess my heart, as may render 
all the employments of religion pleasant and delightful to 
me, and the doing tby will my great joy and satisfaction. 

Pardon, 0 Lord, I humbly beseech thee, all my indispo­
sitions; accept my imperfect ,(;rvi~es; and grant that my 
attendance upon the pUL'lick s~rvice of the church, maydis­
pose me to be more circumspe( t and watchful in the ,vhole 
course of my Efe; more di;igf'J1t and industrious in thy ser­
'fice, and more forward and ze~df)t\s in the performance of 
every part of my dllty; that being led by tllY counsel, gov­
erned by thy Spirit, and preserved by thy gracious provi­
dence, I may at last be admitted into the company of the 
bkssed; thel'e to perfect my praises and acknowledgements, 
and to receive the reward of patient continuance in 'well. 
doing, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A ],{orlling Pmyer fir a Person in Pri'cate. 
(From J\Ir. Nelson.) 

ALMIGHTY and eternal God, who hast created me after 
thine own image and likeness; who hast made me capable 
of loving thee and enjoying thee eternally; I adore thee 
with all humility as my sovereign Lord; give me, I beseech 
thee, such a sense of thy infinite goodness~ as to return un­
to thee all possible love imd obedience. 

o my God, upon whom all things depend, I :l,ckl1owl­
edge that I have nothing but what is the effect of t4y boun­
ty; bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and declare his loving kind­
ness to all generations. I humbly and heartily thank tpee, 
for all the graces and favours thou hast bestowed upon me ; 
for riuking me a rational creature, and for securing my pres­
ervation by the constant effects of thy providence; for re­
det:min;,; me by the death of thy Son, and for J,lroviding the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit to sanctify my corrupt nature; for 
bl"inging me to the k1l0 ,I'll."oge of the chri.tiiln religion; fO'!: 
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blessing me wIth plen~iful melns of salvation t an\l for pre-
paring a glorious inheritance for those that lov_e thee" and 
keep thy commandments; for the many temporal blessings 
thou hast conferred .c;n me; for repaiTill~ the infirmities of 
my frail body with comfortable sleep; for the preservation 
of me thjs night, and th~ n;st of my life, ,md from innume­
~able accidents and dang~rs. 0 may I always delight to praise 
and -glorify thy-holy name, and above all the benefits to love 
thee~ my gre;lt benefactor., 
. 0 Father of mercies, shut not up thy bowels of compas· 
sion towards me, a vile and' miserable sinner. De;>pise not 
the work of thine own hands, the purchase of my Saviour'~ 
blood. I nwst humbly implore the pardon ilnd forgiveness 
of .<;lll my sins, whether of omission or commission. for the 
sake of Jesus Christ thy only Son our Lord. I am heartily 
sorry that I have offended thee; I detest my sins, because 
they ;lr~ displeasing to thee, who art infinite goodness; I 
am resolved by the assistance of thy grace, to retllrn no 
more to folly, to avoid all occasions of evil, and to live bet~ 
ter for the time to come. 

I dediqte t9 ehee,O Lord, my body and 80\.\1, and aU that 
I am; and because th:rough the wea].;.n:ess of my mortal 
nature, I can do no good thing without thee, grant that all 
I shall do or suffer this day, by the help of thy grace, may 
tend to thy glory, and the salvation qf my own soul. 

Enlighten my mind with a true and thorou.gh knowledge. 
of my duty, and enable me by thy Holy Spirit to perform it ' 
with care and diligence. Make me sensible of my own 
vileness and corruption, and let me never want thy gracious. 
~ssistanoe to cqrrect and reform it. Let me frJme a right 
judgment concerning the nuity and emptiness Qf .all tran­
~itory enjoyments, that they may never prevail upqn me to 
transgress thy holy laws; ,but that by the contempt of them, 
I may fix my heart upon those pleasures which are at thy 
right hand for e~ermore. And grant that all the afflictions 
of this life, which thou in thy wise providence shalt think 
fit to lay upon me, may turn to my spiritual profit and ad. 
vantage; that I mflY bear them with patience and submis­
sion to thy holy will, and thereby Jearn greater gratitude to 
thy g?~dnes5 fol." the mercies I enjoy. Let lIO am;io~s 
or SOhCltous cares ever disorder or distract my mind, but 
let me trust in thy providence to bless my 11on;;&t diligence i 
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place me; grant that I may honestly and diiigently discharge 
the duties of my calling; and without anxiety depend upon 
thy blessing for the success of my lawful endeavours. That 
however contemptible my profession may be in the eyes of 
some men, my fidelity and industry may be acceptable :n 
thy sight; that they may bring me in return a convenient 
subsistence for my family in this life; and in the next, the 
reward thou hast promised to all those that truly love and 
fear thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. /lmen. 

An Evc;·~in(J Prayer for a Person in Private . 

. MOST great and glorious Lord God; I desire to pros­
trate myself with all humility before thy divine majesty, 
under a deep sense of my own unworthiness. With shame 
and sorrow, and confusion of face, I confess and acknowl­
edge thy infinite mercy and goodness to me, and my own 
vileness and ingratitude to thee. I have, 0 Lml, ;:tbused 
thy gifts and blessings, despised thy goodness, neglected thy 
.service, preferred my passions and other creaturcs, before 
my duty and thy commands. I have neither believed in thee, 
o myGod, nor obeyed thee, nor loved thee as I ought, :md:1., 
I solemllly vowed I would. 0 Lord God, most gracious and 
reconcileable, pity and pardon me. I lament, 0 Lord, my 
dete,table impiety, for having so long, aild so often, and so 
obstinately off<=nded thee. I confess awJ will forsake my 
wickedness, and am sorry faT my sins. It grieves me, a 
most amiable goodness, it. grieves me that ever I ofFenc;:d 
thee. \V ith all my heart, 0 my God, do I now renew the 
sacred vow, which, alas! I have so often riolated. I ut­
terly renounce, , 0 Lord, all things that may any way dis­
please thee:; from them all let it be thy good pleasure to de­
liver me. I know, Lord, I cclonot love thec, but I !:11USt hate 
evil; and thereforc I rc:nounce and detest it. Turn tholl 
m..:, 0 Lord God, and so shall I be turned; turn the whole 
system of my afft.:ctions frum sensual love to the lo'l~ of thee. 
o my God, let thy heavenly lOve be ~he constJnt_ bJas of my 
soul: 0 mJY it be the natural spnng ~,~d weIght of my 
heart: that it n1;,lY always move towards thee. Father, I 
have sinn~d against heaven, ant! in thy sight, ;md am no 
morc worthy to be called thy son; but I return with the 
prodigal. 0 let thy patern;Jl bowels ye,lm over me, aIld 
':"r JesH~ Christ hio ~,.ke, graciol!lil), r'~cei':e me. Lol-d, O!c-



t1!tpt of illy imperfect l'epentance, and se-nd thy spirit of 
adoption into my heart, to instil true filial affections, that I 
may again be owned by thee for thy child, and call thee fa­
ther, and share in tI:e blessings of thy children, and at last 
become an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 

Omy God, fiIl my soul with so entire reverential a hive 
()[ thee, that I may love nothing but for thy oake, or in sub. 
mdination to thy love. Give me grace to study thy knowl. 
'tdge, that the more I know thee, the more I may love thee. 
Create in me a sincere obedience to all thy commands, a sub· 
missive patience under all thy chastisements, and an absolute 
resignation unto an thy pisposals. 

Make me, 0 Lord, sp tender of thy- honour, that I may 
shew a due regard to all the parts of thy worship; that I 
may always enter thy house with recollected thoughts, cOm­
posed behaviour, becoming reverence, and sincere intentions 
bf love; that I may hear thy word with a serious attention 
and inflameable heart, and a particular application; that I 
may frequent the public prayers, and apI;roach thy table 
with favent, and heavenly affections, and with holy impa­
tience for the blessings of thy love. Give me grace, for 
thy dearest sake, to pay a suitable veneration to all' sacred 
persons. or places, or things, which are thine by solemn 
dedication, and separated for the uses of divine love, <ll1d 

the communications of thy grace, or which may promote 
the decency and order of thy worship, or the edification of 
faithful people. 

May I ever, 0 Lord, have 3wful thoughts of thee; may 
! never mention thy venerable n;J,me, unless on solemn, just, 
and devout occasions; filay I never mention it on those oc· 
casions without acts of love and adoration. 0 let it be the 
great business of my life, to love and glorify thy holy name 
by all the possible ways I can; by my mouth, by my con­
versation, by my public confession of thee before men, even 
to death, -whenever thou art plt:Jscd to call me to it; by 
engaging aIr I can to glorify and love thee. Fix in my mind 
an habitual pure intention of thy glory in all my actions, 
that wbether I eat or drink, ot '\vhatever I do, I may do all 
1;0 the glory of thee, my_,Gud. 

o Lord, let thy umvc'a:'!<;(fand tender 10ve to me, make 
my love unwearied and ten'ae,rlto my neighbour, and ztal. 
DUS t? procure, promote, and preserve his health and safety, 
haPPllWSS "nd lif" ; al:d rc:;::d y to succour and relieve I to 
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comfort and rescue, and pray for all, whom thy love, or 
their own necessities or mi,eri.es, recommend to my charity. 
Make me p"aceful and reconClkable, always ready to return 
~ood for evil, to repay injuries with kindness, and easy to 
forgive; unless in those inst::mces, where the impunity of 
the cri,ninal would be injustice and cruelty to the public. 
M"ke me like thy own self, all meekness and benigni':', all 
goodness and sweetness, all gentleness and long-suffering. 
And, 0 thou lover of souls, let thy love raise in me a com­
passionate zeal to save the life, the eternal life of souls, and 
by fratem.:l, and affectionate, and seasonable advice, or ex­
hortation, or reproof, to reclaim the wicked, to win them 
to love thee. 

Create in me, 0 Lord, a perfect abhorrence of all impu­
rity, that I may purify myself, as thou, Lord, art pure. I 
know, 0 Lord, that I can never be partaker of the divine 
nature, unless I escape the pollution that is in the world 
through lust. 0 do thou therefore cleanse me from all fil­
fliness of flesh and spirit, that I may perfect holinc:sss in 
thy fear. Give me grace to possess my vessel in sanctifica­
tion and honour, and to keep thy temple holy, that thy spirit 
may always there inhabit. Give me grace, 0 Lord, to fly 
all incitements, opportunities or instruments of defiling ei­
ther my ncic:hbour or myself; to beat down my body, and 
bring it into subjection. Let me live ever watching or 
praying, or profitably employed, that I may leave no room, 
if possible, for any unclean spirit to enter into my soul, 
and tempt me. 

Lord, make me contented and thankful, and well pleased 
with that portion thy wise providence has allotted m~ ill this 
world, and to acquiesce in thy choice as best for me. 0 let 
the world never more have place in my heart; all my af­
fections I withdraw from that, to fix on thee. 

Be pleased, 0 Lord, to take me into thy protection this 
night, and defend me from all the dangers of it. Refresh 
my body with such comfortable rest and sleep, that in the 
mornillg with my renewed vigour. I may be the better dis­
po,ed'to do thee all Ltithful service;. Let not evil spirits or 
evil men approach to hurt me; let me lie down with holy 
thoughts of thee; and when I awake, let me 5ti11 be with 
thee. 

2K 



Add thls Paragraph on Sunday in the Evening. 

" PARDO::-<', 0 Lord, all those imperfections that have ac· 
companied me this day) in my attendance in t~y house; for­
give the deadness and dulne5s of r;!Y aff~ct1ons, the v:an-
d.erings of my thoughts, and tlle GlstractlO.ns of my nund. 
Sana~Hy to me all those means of grace, whIch by thy.boun­
ty I have this day bc<::n partaker of; and help me, 111 the 
week following, t" live according to my profession <Jnd my 
prayers, according to the instruc:tions and exhortatioris \Vh~ch 
I have received out of thy holy word; that my convel",atlOn 
may be as becometh the gospel of Christ. Let me not abuse 
these means by resting in them, but kt them bring forth the 
peaceable fruit5 of righteousness." 

Shew mercy. 0 I,ord, to the whole world. Let the gos­
pel of thy son run, and be glorified throughout all the earth; 
let it be made known to heathens and infidels; and let it be 
obeyed by all that are calLe:d christi,ms. Be merciful to this 
nation wherein we live; grant that we may be so humbled and 
reformed, tlJat we may be pardoned and spared. Multiply 
thy blessings upon our rulers; and make them signal in­
struments of thy glory, and of the public good. Be gracious 
to all those .that minister in holy things, that they may dili­
gently watch over those souls committed to their care, in­
structing them in saving knowledge, and guiding them by 
their own examples, pr::.ying for them, and blessing them, 
exercising spiritual di&cipline in thy church, and rightly and 
duly admini:~tering thy holy sacraments. Vi,it in mercy all 
the children of affliction; relieve all their particular neces­
s:ties of body and mind, and lighten all their burdens; give 
them patience and submission to thy blest'ed will, and in thy 
d~e time deliver ~hem from all their troubles~ ,Bless all my 
fnends and relatIOn,s; let them first :eek the kingdom of 
God and its righteouonecs, and then Itt all other things be 
added unto them. 

Adored be thy goodness, 0 Lord, for those mercies, both 
temporal and Epiritual, which thou from time to time hast 

, bestowed upon rr;e; that thou hast supported my body with 
the good things of this life, and that thou hast prepa: ed for 
my soul the happiness of the next; particularly I desire to' 
offer -to thee my humble and hearty thanks for the preser.c. 
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vation of me the day past from innumerable accidents and 
dange.rs: If I ha~e escaped anx sin, it is the effect of thy 
restrall:mg grace; If I have avoided any danger, it was thy 
band directed me, and to tby holy name for both be given 
all glory and praise. Let the sense of all thy blessings have 
this effect upon me, to make me better. and to lead me to 
repentance. And all this I beg for Jesus Christ's sake; 
ill' whose blessed name and words I contin ue to pray, ~aying, 

Our Father, ~c. 
The grace of oqr Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 

FORlVtS OF DAILY DEVOTION. 

(From Bishop Taylor,) 

A form: Qf Prayer for the Jl;Iorning. 

1 n the name of the Father, and of ~he Son, and of the Holy 
Gho"t-

Our Father, &c. 

I. MOST gloriou, an~ etem,l! Goel, Father of mercy atlli 
Ood of all comfort. J wors')ip and adore thee with the 
lowest humility of my ~oul and b ,dy, and give thee ;dl 
thanks and pr>lise for thy inh:lite and eternal glories and 
perfections; and for the continual demonstration of thy 
mercies upon me, upon all mine, and upon the holy catholic 
church. ' ' 

II. I ACKNOWLEDGE, 0 God, that I have deserved thy 
wrath and indigll:ltion. But thy mercy triumphing over 
thy justice and my sins, thou hast still continued to me life 
and time of rep~ntance; thou hast opened to me the gates 
of grace anJ mercy; and perpetu.llly called upon me to en. 
tcr in, and to walk in the paths of a holy life, that I might 
glorify thee, and be glorified by thee eternally. 

lIT. BiEIOLD, 0 God, for this thy great and unspl.~kable 
goodness, for the preserv;)tion of me this night, and for all 
thy graces ;llld ble~;il ~~" I Qfi~r up my soul and body, all 
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that I am, and all that I have, as a sacrifice to thee and thy 
service; humbly begging of thee to pardon ill my sins, to 
defend me from all .evil, to lead me into all good; and let 
my portion be amongst thy redeemed ones in the gathering 
together of the saints, in the kingdom of grace and glory. 

IV. GUIDE me, 0 Lord, in all the changes and varieties 
of the world; that in all things that shall happen, I may 
have an evenness and tranquility of spirit; that my soul may 
be wholly resigned to thy divine will and pleasure; never 
murmuring at thy gentle cha:;tisements and fatherly correc­
tion, never waxing proud and ir:'solent, though I feel a tor­
rent of comforts and prosperous successes. 

V. FIX my thoughts, my hopes and my desires upon 
heaven and heavenly things; te;1,ch me to despise the world, 
to repent me deeply for my sins; give me holy purposes of 
amendment, and divine strength and assistance to perform 
faithfully whatsoever I shall intend piously. Enrich my un­
derstanding with an internal tre~sure of divine truth, that I 
may know thy will, and thou who workest in us to will and 
to do of thy good pleasure, teach me to obey all thy com­
mandments, to believe all thy revelations, and make me par~ 
taker of thy gracious promises. 

, r 

VI. Teach me to watch over all my ways, that I m~y 
never be surprised by sudden tempta tions, or a careless 
spirit, nor ever return to folly and vani~y. Set a watch, 0 
Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, that 
I oife'1d not in my tongue neitl1er against pitty nor charity. 
Teach me to think of nothing but thee, and what is in order 
to thy glory and service; to speak of nothing but thee and 
thy glories; and to do nothing but what becomes thy ser­
vant, whom thy infinite mercy, by the graces of thy Holy 
Spirit, hath sealed up to the day of redemption. 

VII. LET all my passions and afFections be so mortified 
and brought under the dominion of grace, that I may never 
by deliberation and purpose, nor yet by levity, rashness or 
inconsideration, offend thy diviue maj sty. M'lke me such 
as thou wouldst have me to be; strengthen my faith, con­
fir.m my hope, and give me a daily increase of c1uTity; that 
thlS day and ev,~r X n'laY serve thee according Lo all my op-
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portunities and capacities, growing from grace to grace; till 
at last by thy mercies I· shall receive the consummation and 
p~rfection of grace, even the glories of thy kingdom in the 
full fruition of the face and excellencies of God the Father, 
the Son, and the H"ly Ghost; to whom be glory and praise) 
honour and adoration given by all angels, and all men, and all 
creatures, now and to all eternity. Amen. 

After which conclude with this Ejaculation. 

N ow in all tribulation and anguish of spirit, in ;,11 elan­
gers of soul and body, in prosperity and adversity, in the 
hour of death and the day of judgment, holy and mos~ bless­
ed Saviour, Jesus, have mercy upon me, save me and deliv­
er me. Amen 

A form qf Prayer for Noon. 

I. 0 ETERNAr~ Goel, merciful and gracious, vouchsafe thy 
favour and thy blessing to thy servant: let the: love of thy 
r..\~r,'i,_·s and the drc:ld and fe:lr of thy maj'~cty, nlake me 
c;}reful and inquisitive to search thy will, and diligently,to 
perform it, and to persevere in the praccices of a holy life, 
even till the last of my days. 

II. KEEP me, 0 Lord, for I am thine by cre;}tion; guide 
me, for I ~IYJ th;'IC by rurcll~'e; Ib"lI hast rcdun'ec. mc by 
ll,e blood uf thy Son, and lovell me with the love of a fa­
ther; for I am thy child by ad,,'ptioll and grclc'':. Lt:t thy 
mercy pardon my sin~, thy providc:nce SL'ClHe me frol11 the 
punishments and evils I hJve deserved, and thy care watch 
over me, that I may never any more ofFend thee. Tlt[clk,: me in 
ma:icc: to be a child; but in understanding, pi,~ty, anc! the 
Lar of God, Jet me be a perfect man in Christ, innocent 
and prudent, readily furnished and instructed to every good 
work. 

III. KEEP me, 0 Lord, from the destroying angel, and 
from the wrath of God. Let thy anger never rise against 
me; but thy'rod gently correct my follies, and guide me ill 
thy ways; and thy staff support 'f!C in a1\ sua:Ting" ,'<11<.1 

changes. Keep:-lll my senses emire till the d\v of Illy 
death; and let my d.eath b'~ neit1.lcr 5udJ<'l1, untimdy, nor 
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unprovided 1 let it be after the common manner of men; 
having in it nothing extra9rdinary, but an e~traordinary 
piety, J'ld tp!= maIlif~?tations of thy grea~ and 4Uiraculou&. 
mercy. 

IV1 'LE7 no riches make me ever forget myself, no poverty 
ever make me forget thee. Let no hope or fear, no pleas­
ure or pain, no accident without, no weakness within, hin­
der or discompose my duty, or turn me from the ways of 
thy commandments. 0 let thy Spirit dwell with me for 
ever, :::nd make \11y soul just and charitable, full of honesty, 
full of religion, resolute and constant in holy purposes, 
but inflex;ble to evil. Make me humble and obedient, peace • 
.. bIe and pious. Let me never envy any man's good, nor 
.\cserve to be despised myself; and if I be, teach me to 
bear it with meekness and charity. 

V. GIVE me a t<;nder conscience; a conversation discreet 
and affable, modest and patient, liberal and obliging; a 
body chaste and healthful; competency of living according 
to my condition; contentedness in all estates; a resigned 
will and roort\fied affections: that I may be as tholl woul~st 
have me, and that my portion may be in the lot of the 
nghteous, in the brightness of thy countenance, and the 
glories of eternity. Amell. 

HoLY ts our God.. Holy is the Almighty. Holy is the 
Imm')rt~l. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of ~osts) have 
::'llercy upon me. 

Our Father, &c, 

A form r!f Prayer for Evening. 

o ETERNAL God, great Father of men and angels, who 
hast established the heavens and the earth in a wonderful 
order, making day and night to succeed each other; I make 
my bumble address to thy divine majesty, begging or-thee 
mercy and protection this night and ever. 0 Lord, pardon 
all my sim, my light and rash words, the vanity and impie. 
ty of my thoughts, my unjust and uncharitah,le actions, and 
what:oeve~' sins I have committed against thee this day, or 
any tIme b:.:fore. Behold, 0 God, my soul is troubled in 
th~ remembrance of 411y sins, in the frailty and Sillf\llnes,.s-
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of my flesh exposed to every temptatiol1, anti of itself not' 
able to tcsist any. Lcrd God of mercy, I earnestly b~gof 
thee to give me a grcat portion of thy grace, such as may 
be sufficient and effectual for the mortification of all my 
sins, and vanities, and disorders: that as I have formerly 
served my lust and unworthy desires, so now I may give my­
s,elf up wholly to thy service and the study of a holy life. 

) II. BLESSED Lord, teach me frequently and sadly to re-
member my sins; and be thou pleased for Jesus my Re­
deemer's sake to remember them 110 more. Let me never 
forget thy mercies, and do thou still remember to do me 
~ood. Teat.:h me to walk always as in thy presence. En­
noble my soul with great degrees of love to thee; and im­
press on my spirit a great fear, and veneration of thy holy 
name and laws; that it may become the great employment 
of my whole life to serve thee, to advance thy glory, to root 
out all the habits of sin, that in holiness of life, if' humility, I 

'in charity, in chastity, and all the ornaments of gracc, I 
may by patience Wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

III. TEACH me, 0 Lord, to number my days th~t I may 
apply my h'~art unto wisdom; ever to remember my last 
end, that I may 110t dare to sin ltgainst thee. Let thy holy 
angels be ever present with me to keep we in all my ways 
from the malic'; and violence of the spirits of darkness, 
from evil company, and the occasions and opportunities of 
evil, from all the ways of sinful shame, from the bnds of 
all mine enemies, from a sinful life, and from despair in 
the hour of my death. Then, Oblessed Jesus, shine glori­
ously UpOll me; let thy mercies and the light of thy coun­
tenance sustain me in my agonies, "'CJhneSSes and tempta­
tions; give me opportunity cf a prudent and spiritual guide, 
and of rect-i\'ing the holy sacrament, and let thy loving 
Spirit so guide nie in the w,lys of peace a!ld s;lfdy, that witt. 
tllc testimony of a good cOllociel1l.:e and the sense of thy 
IIlcnics ant! grace, I may depart this life in the unity of the 
church, in the 10)'e of God, and a certain hope of salva:i·x, 
t.hrough thee my Lord anll blessed Saviour. Amm, 

IV INTO thy hands, most blessed Jesus, I commend n~y 
~'Jul and body, to.! tho~ h.st r(;deCU1,~J bt)th with thy mo~t 
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precious blood. .. So bless and sanctify my sleep unto me, 
that it may be temperate, holy and safe, a refreshment to 
my wearied body, to enable it so to serve my soul, that both 
may serve thee with a never-failing duty. 0 let me never 
sleep in sin or death eternal, but give me a watchful and pru­
dent spirit, that I may omit no opportunity of serving thee; 
that whether I sleep or wake, live or die, I may be thy 
servant and thy chi!d; that when the work of my life is 
done, I may rest in the bosom of my Lord; till by the voice 
of the archangel, the trump of God, I shaH be awakened 
and called to sit down and feast at the eternal supper of the 
Lamb. Grant this, 0 Lamb of God, for the honour of 
thy mercies, and the glory of thy name, 0 most merciful 
Saviour and Redeemer Jesus. Amen. 

OUf Father, &c. 

Psalm, cxxi. I. &c. I will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh of the Lord which made heaven and 
earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keep­
eth thee will not slumber. 

Behold he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 
sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, neither the moon by 
night. , 

The Lord ?hall preserve thee from all evil; he shall pre­
serve thy soul. 
• The L?~d ~hall preserve thy going out and thy coming 
In, from tms time forth for evermore. 

Glory be to the Father, &c: 

To your Evening Devotions add the following Act of Intercession. 

o GOD of infinite mercy, who ha~t compassion on all 
men, and n:lievest the necessities of all that call to thee for 
help; hear the pr"yers of thy servant, who is unworthy to 
ask any petition for himself, yet in hUl,llilityand duty, is 
bound to pray for others. 

o let thy mercy descend upon the whole· church; pre­
serve her in truth and peace, in unity and safety; th:at offer~ , 



l;lg to t~l~ 6\0;: the never-ceasing sacrifice of prayer and 
taanksglVlng, Slle may advance the honour of her Lord and 
be filled with his spitit, and partake of his glory. Am;n. 

Bless all chris~lan rulers, and grant them grace, wisdom, 
and unddstandmg, to execute justice, and to maintain 
truth. Amen; 

Bless those who minister in holy things, Clothe them 
with salvation, that the people may rejOice; Amen. 

Let all my family and kindred, my neighbours and friends, 
receive the benefit of my prayers, and the blessings of thy 
favour; the comforts and supports of thy providence, and 
the sanctification of thy Spirit., Amen. 

Reli-:ve and c6trifort all the persecuted and afflicted; 
speak peace to troubled consciences; strengthen the weak i 
c~nfirn~ the strong; instruct the ignorant; deliver the op­
pressed from him that spoileth him, andtelieve the needy 
that hath no helper; and bring us all, by the waters of com­
fort, and in the ways of righteousness, to the kingdom of 
rest and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jimen. 

T<l yl>ur Devritions on Sunday add the following. 

(From Bishop Andrew,,) 

TfIROUGH the tender mercy of our God, the day spring 
from on high hath visited us. 

Blessed be thy name, 0 Lord, for th2t light which no 
iarkness eve); overspreads, that sun which never goes down. 

o thou who, on this day; did5t rise again, raise ilp- my 
abui to newness of life; grant me repentance from dead 
works, and plant me in the likeness of thy resurrection. 

Arid thou, 0 Father and God of peace, who didst br;ng 
".gain from the dead our bard Jesus Chri~t, that great shqi.; 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cov­
~nant; make me perfect in every good work to do thy will, 
,,'orking in me that which is well pleasing iiI thy sight, 
lhrough Jeslls Christ. 

o thou, who did5t also on this day of the week; send 
OOWI1 on thy ~post1es thy most Holy Spirit; take not the 
.ame Spirit away from us: but grant to all thy servants who 
3S~, it of thee, that they may be daily renewed, and more 
plentifully enriched with the same. 

o Lord, who, by choosing this day Lt these most impor­
~ntl m06t be;1efiG i)' {\vents, didst dir~'t thy apoitles to call 

~L 
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it, and to make it thy haiy day; grant, that, by implo~in~ 
thy grace; and celebr~ting thy praise on this holy day; by 
praising and r~ading thy . wo~d; and by attepdll1g on the 
public assemblIes of thy saInts m the house where thy honour 
d\Velleth; I may be prepared fqr that ~ternaI rest which re­
maineth for the people of God, of whIch !h~ 7acre~ rest of 
this day is a figure and a pledge-a~d. fo~ JomI~g .xu the e­
ternal hymns pf angels and ble.ssed spmts 111 the Me.ro come; 
ascribing unto God !he Father. the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, honOUT and prai3e, ftJr e'ier and evet. Amm. 

A Morning Prayerfor a Pf;rson in Privated 

o M;0S"l' gracious God, who art the AuthOr of aU tb~ 
good things that I enjoy; in thee I live, and move, and 
haye my being; And to thy good providence I must ascribe 
it, that I aril now in health and safety; that I have enjoy­
ed the cOlrtfortab1e refreshments of the night past; and that 
none of those evils which I have justly deserved, have coine 
nigh me or my dwelling; for these, 0 Lord, ',ind aU th1 
other mercies, I desire, in an humble sense of thy great 
goodness, to adore and praise thy glorious naine~ 
. I confess, 0 Lord, that I am noi worthy of the mercies 

thou hast bestowed upon me. My transgressions are great, 
and have been uften repeated: But, 0 merciful Father, let 
not my sins provoke thee to leave me to my own folly and 
'Weakness. I lament and bewail before thee the corruption 
of my nature, and know not where to fly for relief and snc-
cour, but unto thee. ' 

Forgive, I humbly pray thee, whatever I have done aini~s ~ 
2nd so arm me for the time to come with the powerful a~­
sistances of thy grace, that I may be enabled to overcome ali 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
to w~lk worthy o~ that holy name whereby I am called; 
denymg all ungodhness and worldly lusts, and living ~O;,; 
berly, righteously, and godly in this present world . 

. Grant, C? Lord, that as I have devoted myself to the ser· 
vIce ot Chnst Jesus, so I may walk in his commandments~ 
and hav~ my cor:versation 2S becometh his gospel; that I 
~ay dally gro~ 111 grace, and be continually advancing in 
hiS way~ and nghteousness and trut holiness, t~lll be(;ome 
perfe(;t m every good word and WOlk. 
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"'-iIi** o ~ord, s1,fffer no affections to dwellinll'!e but what ai'~ 
,.leasing: in thy sight: End~ me with an lv.nest and up­
pght m1l1d, that I m'y ahstam from all 1FPearance of evil. 
Let no wqrldly inter~st or ac\vantage ever tempt me to the 
lc:;ast inju~tice, qr turn me aside to th~ w«ys of fraud and 
oppression; but, in the llse of honest and lawful means, 
give me grace to depend upon thy providence. and to rest 
contented under all the dispensations of thy infinite wi~dom 
~nd goodness., And though thoil shouldst see fit to de­
prive me of any, or even of all the comforts of this life; 
yet, 0 gracio4s Father, leave me not destitute, I beseech 
thee, of those things that accompany salvation, nor deny 
me thy favour, which is better than life itself: "\\'hatever 
thou see,t fit to deprive me of, 0 take not from me, I be­
seech thee, the comfoq:s of thy Hoiy tipirit ~ but in all the 
troubles and <1isappointments of this world, in all the calam­
Wes a~d trials I shall meet with here, be thou my only re. 
f~ge and support, my stay and trl!stj my Sav:iour and migh.i. 
ty deliv.:rer; stand by me in all trials, $uccour me in every 
temptation, supP'Jrt Il'\e in discouragements, and advise me 
i~ all difficult cases; but above all, 0 Lord~ I most earnest­
ly beseech thee, that when the time of my dissolution draws 
nigh., and all things here bf.gin to fail me, tho\! would,t 
~en vouchsafe to strengthen and support me, and at last 
receive me into thy blessed kingdom. Keep me, I most 
hUlT\bly beseech thee, this day from all evil; and grant, that 
being in safety under thy protection, I may be always holy 
and acceptable in thy sight, in and through the merits of my 
dear Redeemer, who, ill his holy iospel h<ls taught me to 
lIay, 

Our F~ther, &c. 

To be addj!d to the Morning frayer, on the. Lord'. Day. 

IN an humble and thankful sense of thy goodness, 0 Lord, 
I a~l goil~g to thy house~ there t~ present my soul and body 
to thee, ill the assembly of th y sall1ts. 
. Let thy Holy Spirit compose my min~ .to a seri?us and 
devout attentiQlI ~n all the parts of thy dlvme serVice: Let 
"l~ praise thy name with chearfulness, pray unto thee with. 
carnestne~s, hear thy\VorJ with reverence, and .practice it 
,:,'jth faithfulness; and vo,-:chs.it: more'fully to mform me 
?1 my d~ty, to com;~t .111(\ <lmend \'I'!lat is amis:i in me, t<l 
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encourarre and strengthen my g~JOd resolutiom, and to a~sist 
me in aU well doing for the time to come; that so growing 
every day better and better by my communion with thee, ~ 
may become such as thou canst love and delight in, ~md wilt 
reward at the great day, for the sake of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

" That your wholelife may be the more exact, and yOI'!, 
may have less to do when you set a time apart for more sol~ 
emn examination ~ I would advise you every night to put 
some such questions as these to yourself, which, for your 
use, I transcribed chiefly out of that excellent book, inti tied, 
A Companion for the Festivals and fasts of the Church," 

How have I spent the day past? What sin have I com.o 
mitted ? 

Have I performed my morning devotions? And how? 
Have I resigned myself to the all-wise government. and 

disposal of God, to be ordered and ruled by him, and to d9 
his Will? . 

Where other opportunities have offered ihem.dve~l ho\'l' 
Ipve I behaved myself in relation to them? 

Have I conversed with candor, affability, and ~lncerity ? 
Have ~ kept at a dist~nce from sLander and evil-speaking?: 
Have I had sufficient care, in rnycommendation of others, 

So as to give no encuuragement to any eva practices f. 
How have I employed or improved my time? 
If I bave engaged in ;<J{airs, with what honesty and fideli .. 

ty have I discharged them? 
If I have .divelted myself, have I done it i.nnocently, and 

within the bou,nds of christian moderation? ' 
Have I been guilty of any excess in eating, - or drinking, 

er sleeping?· ' " 
What me,cies have I received? How thankful have I been, 

and am I, for them?' , 
What kmptations have I resisted? 
Wh,lt ground have I got of the sin that doth mos~ easilr 

beset me? 
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How haye l goycrned my passions in the little acddents 
iliat daily h::tppcn to provoke me ? 

What opportunities have I had of doing g~)Qd? 'lnd how 
have I improved them? , 

What QPportunities have I had of discouraging evil? 
And how luve I opposed it ? 

H To theqe questions you may add such others as yrm 
find \lseful. If you recollect the whole time of the day 
from your rising (fo,r which a few minutes before your even­
inti devotions vyill suffice) you will very easily be enabled 
to answer the preceding questions; and when you have done 
!:his, you must heartily beg God's pardon for any sins YOll 

have been guilty of, and she'!N Y0!lrsdf thankful for those 
blessings; respecting either this or another life, which he 
hath bc"t()wed on you. For a more particubr examination, 
~,e': a book I:'ntitled A New Manual of Devotions, in Three 
Parts. P .lrt II. " " 

412 Evening l?r(lyerfor a Person in Priva(e. 

o ETERNAL and inflnitely glorious Gnd, the great Crea= 
tor, gracious preserver, and wise govel11or of the' world; I, 
thy sinful all:d unworthy servant, fall down before thee at 
this time, to p'~esent my prayers and supplications to thy di-
vine majesty: "',' , 

I admire and adore ~he inc{)mp,rel\ensible perfections of 
thy nature, and gratefully acknowleL\ge ~hy marvellous ant! 
undescrnd goodness towards me and all thy creatures; t 
have nothing, 0 Lord, but wh:lt I have received from thee: 
thou freely gavest me my being, and madest me capable to 
know, love, serve, and enjoy thee for ever; Thou hast con­
tinued to nie the being which thou at first gavest me, deliver­
ing me from a muLitude of evih, and bestowing mercies 
~mdfavours upon rile, both for my soul and body, more than 
t can numJcr: 0 th:lt I had made returns to thee in any 
me:lsure SUitable to the benefits I have received from tllee ; 
that I had e~lployed ail thy gifts to thy honour and. glory, 
and never abused any of [hMe talents intrusted to me.BL.t 
alas! I with sh,lIne acknowkdge, that I have been guilty of 
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6:eat ingl~titude towards thee; I have been an 1.lnpf9litahle 
:lnd unworthy servant; I have neglected my duty, followe4 
the inclinations of my corr~pt nature, and instead of Iov~ 
lng and delightil~g in thee, I have been eag~r a~d passion 
ate after the th~ngs of this world. ' ~. 

Let thy goodness and forbearance, Q Lord, lead me to 
repentance; and rhol~gh I ~ave rendered myself unworthy 
d th~ least of all thymerm;s. yet for the sake of thy be. 
b~'ed Son,in whom tho~ art well pleased, spare me, p gppd 
Lord spare rne, and be not angry with me for eyer. Was!) 
::J.W';l¥ ail my sin in that fountain ~hou ~ast op~ned for sin~ 
-ar,d uncleannecs, that there may be nothmg to lllterpose be~ 
tween thy J;l1crcy and my poor soul. . 

Lay not to rn y cr;arge, 0 merci~\11 9od, tl)e sins which l 
have this dav committed; [/lame them ill particular] and 
Dot only pardpn the~, but gi'l'e me grace from hencefor~ 
wal'ds entirely to leave and forsake \hern, and ~~ amend my 
life according to thy holy word. 
. Nfake me always 'mindful that thou art eVf.ry wllqe pre-:­
"ent, and knowest my most secret thoughts, that I may fea.' 
to offend thee, and bring every thought and desire to tht;: 
obedience of thy will. ' , 

Possess me, 0 Lor4, with a lively sense of the frailty or 
my life, the certainty of a judgment to come, the unspeak~ 
able gkries of heaven, and'the m06t dreadful torments of 
hell, that I may in good earnest, set ab9ut the great work o~ 
my salvatio\1, and never be so foolish as to prefer the pleau 
sures of sin, which are but for a season, before that ever~ 
1~,,;ting f~lnes3 of joy which is in thy p1:esence for eyer-
more. . 

Grant, 0 I~ord, that duly considering the vasJ dispropofo 
~ion which is betwixt this life, and my eternal state, I may 
1ive a3 bt;cornes the gospel of Christ, working out my ~alva. 
iion with the greatest ciue and circl.Ilnspectiim, that whe1'\ 
~he great and terrible day of the Lord sth!l come, I may be 
3cceptcd by him~ and admitte!,l. to the inheritance of the 
~<lints in ligk .. <, 

~ Cause the light of thy gI,orious ~osreI to s~in.e thr01;l,gh­
out the world, and the borders of thy Son's kmgdom to be 
enIargell, by a speed y conversion of Jews, Turks, and infi~ 
dels. 0 let the wickedness of the wicked co~ue to an enci~ 
and do ~hou es~ablish and increase the just. 

- , . .. \ ' ~ 



'i79 
.*"** 

Remove all dissentions and divisions among christiaR3) 
and bring in the practice of universal holiness, peace, 2.nd 
love. Be more especially gracious to this church and nation 
to which I bel~n~; .aNd herein. t? our sovereign lord king 
George; fill hIm with sound wIsdom, godly zeal, and all o. 
~her christian virtues, that he may be a t!,!rror to evil doers~ 
and a rewarder of them that do well. Bless our most gra­
cious queen Charlotte, and all the royal family. 

Extend thy compassion to all thai: labour under any aillic­
tion; send relief to those that are in want, ease to those 
that are in pain, and deliverance to the oppressed and per­
secuted, especially those that suffer for righteousness sake. 
'beg thy grace and mercy for all my friends and relations~ 
for all that pray for me, or have desired my prayers i parti. 
cularly- . 

Give me, 0 Lord, the cemfortable tefreshment of a quiet 
and undisturbed sleep. Defend me from all evil, and from 
the fear and dread of any. Keep me more especially frorr. 
the evil of sin, and the assaults of my spiritual enemies, aEe 
let thy goddness follow me all the days of my life, for JesJ~6 
Christ's sake, in whose name and words I continue to rr',;. 

Our Father, &c. . 

To be added on sUnday Evening. 

ACCEPT, 0 I.ord, of that dedication I have made of m r 
soul and body to thce, with prayers and praises in the pubJi..: 
congregation. Pardon all the wandering and evil thoughL: 
2nd all the unfit actions I may have becn guilty of in m i 
2ttendance upon thee. Preserve in me always a religious 
sense of thee, wherever I am, or whatever I do, that thy 
holy laws may be more deeply gnlVen on my heart. 

o that eve'1 truth I have at any time learnt, may hc 
faithfully rememb'ered by me, that I may be more diligent 
in my calling, mote dutiful to my relations, and more con­
tented in all conditions; that running the w:ly of thy com­
mandments, I may at kngth attain thy graciouli promises, 
and be made partaker of thy everlasting ki:1gdom, through 
Jesus Chrbt our 'Lord. ..lmcn. 



A lYforning Prayer. 
(From Mr. Merrick.) 

b ALlUGATY God, who hast made all things in heaven 
:and earth, and hast given thy Son' Jesus Christ to die upon 
the cross for me and for all mankind, make me truly thank­
ful for thy goodness towards me; sanctify me by thy Holy 
Suirit. and enable me to do all things which thou hast com­
h:anded. Glory be tothee for,having brought ~e to the be­
ginning of this day; Defend me in it froI!l all sin and, dan:: 
ger; let me not take thy holy name in vain. nor speak any 
words tlpt 1n1IY offend thee; let me not steal, nor cheat, 
rior any way hurt or grieve my neighbour; . but grant that 
I may do unto all men as i would they shou~J do unto me. 
[Grant that I may honour my father and mother] Keep 
me fron~ lying and evil speaking, from angEr, fretfulnessl 
and stubbornness, from strife and quar~elling, from envy, 
spite and malice, and from all uncharitableness; Make me 
modest in my behoviour and conversation; cleanse the 
thoughts of my heart; keep me from pride and sloth, and 
idleness, from gluttony and drunkenness; and grant me ali 
such tempers of mind as will make me happyin life and in 
death. Bless the king and royal family, and all our govern­
ors, pastors, and teachers. Bless my friends and relations, 
[particularly my father ~nd mDther, ll!y brothers and sisters] 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, Jimen; 

Our Father, &c. 
, 

An Evening Prayer, . 

o HEAVENLY Father, fqrgive whatever tholl hast seeI). 
amiss in me this day, and watch over me, I beseech thee,tl1is 
night and for evermore; Grant me quiet and refreshing 
sleep, and defend me from all dangers both of soul and 
body; and give me the promised grace ()f thy Spirit to lead, 
an innocent and holy life: Yet not to trust in my own right ... 
eOllsness, but wholly ill the merits of thy blessed Son; that. 
I m~:y die with well-grounded comfort and joy, whene­
ver thou shalt be plea,;ed to call me. Bless the king and. 
royal family, and all our governors, p<!tstors, and teachers. 
Bless my friends and relations [particularly my father and 
mother, my brothers and sister'.] for the "ake of JeslJ~ 
Christ our Lord and Saviour, /iI/un. Our Father, b::. 
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JJIorning Prajjej·; 
PONDEE iny words, 0 Lord, consider my meditaiton: 

my v?icesl:~tlt th.ou hear betiJhes, 0 Lord; early in the 
mornmg will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look 
up. Psalm, v. 1,3, Almighty God, who dwelling in the 
highest heavens, yet vouchsafest to regard the lowest crea­
ture here upon earth, I humbly adore thy sacr,,:dmz,j-::sty, 
and with all the powers of my soul and body do exalt and 
l'raise thy holy name for all the mercies and comforts of this 
life, and for the hopes and aSSUrances of a better; f.J!" }Jro­
tecting me from the evils and dangers of the night r:\st, ;,nd 
for bringing me safdy to the light of a new day; contin­
ue this thy mercy and goodncs3 to Ilie; and as thou hast 
awakened my body fruln sleep, so raise my soul fr6m the 
death of s!n. unto a life of righteoumess. Deliver me, 0 
God, from the evils of this d,lY, and guide myJeei in the 
paths of peace and holiness, arid strengthen my resolutions 
to embrace all opportunitic:s of doing good, arid carefully to 
avoid all occasions of evil, especially those 
sinsi< which by nature and inclinatiol~ I am ,.Here name such 
most likely to f"II into: and when, through ~'~:i?:c~are most 
trailty, or the violerice of any other tempt-
ation, I fall from my cluty, do thou in mercy restore me 
again with a dbuble portion of thy grace and Holy Spirit, 
to maintain a more vigorous defence agairtst Satan and his 
devices. Shower down thy graces and blessings upon all 
my rebtions, [on my father and mother, on my brothers 
and sisters,] on all my friends, and give thy holy angels 
charge over thC'm, to protect them form all sin and danger. 
Make me diligent in the duties of my calling, and that in 
all the change5 and chances of this life I may absolutely sub­
mit to thy divine provi~ence. ~et thy ~Iessin~ be upon my 
actions, and let thy vi'lsdom direct my mtentlons, that so 
the whole course of rily life, and all the designs of my heart 
may be orde!e~ hy ~hy goverilance, to do aI<;vays th:H which 
is righteous 111 thy SIght, through Jesus Chmt our Lord. 
Amell. OUr Father, &c. 

See Psalm, iv. xiv. xxiii. Ixxy.vi, 
"'hen you go out of your Chamber. 

THE bles~ing of God descend upon me and all belonging 
to me, and dwell in my heart for evermore,; and bless my 
going out and my coining in, now and for ever. Amen. 

2M 



E'C)erttng Prayer. 

Lt'i' my 'prayer, 0 tord, be ~et fm:th as In;ense, and tilt 
lifting up of my hands be as ari evemrig sac~l1lce. Psalm; 
cxli. 2. 0 Lord, our heavenly Father, aln'lIghty and ever .. 
lasting God, whose glory the heaven of he~vens cannot can .. 
tain, look down from the throne of thy majesty, and behold 
thy unworthy :erv:mt .. prostrate ~efore t?y. mercy-seat, 
humbly confessmg unto thee the vamty and smtulness of my 

whole life; especially the omissions" of my 
·Here name par- duty' and commission of sins this day, where-

iicularsinsandfail- . h I I' I" I' .0: d d tl:' ,,' fi 't ings of the day. WIt. lave 50 are y ouen e nn<;; l~ me 
majesty and goodness, and so grevlOusly 

wounded my own soul ~ of these, and all other my ti:ang;. 
.gressions, I most earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for 
these my misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous 
unto me, the burden of theIn is intolerable: have mercy 
upon me most merciful Father, for thy Son Jesus Chr:st'g 
sake, forgive me all that is past, and accept of these my 
prayers and supplications, throtigh the rnel"its and mediation 
of the same, our Mediator artd Redeemer., And although 
I am unworthy, through lIly manifold sins and iniquities, to 
offer unto thee any sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, yet 
I beseech thee to accept of this my bounden duty, with iny 
\l.ufeigned thanks for all thy gbodness and loving-kindness 

to me and all rnankind,t purely proceeding 
.tHere n"m~ par- from thy bounty and wholly intended for 

tlcular blessmgs. '. ' . '. ' • 
and mercies. my good, and particularly for preservlDg me 

this day in the midst of so marty dangers 
incident to my condition, and from so many calamities as are 
due to my sins. Thou art my cteator, 0 my God, and pro­
tector; thou. art the Ultimate end of my being, and su­
pr.eme .petfectlCih of mv nature; under. the shadow of thy 
wmgs is perpetual repose, and from the light of thy coun­
tenance flow eternal joy artt! felicity; to whom be glory and 
honour, world without end. Amen. 

AND thou, 0 Lord, by whom kings reign, and princeS' 
decree justice, bless 0111' !nOSt gratious sovereign lord kin~ 
Geqrge, and all the royal family; all my relations, friends, 

and kind benefactors;:1: let thy providence 
tHere name par- succour them and theirs from all evil and 

ticular perSOllS. 
danger, and do tho. reward them seven--



283 
•••• 

fold. into their bosom for all the good they have done to me, 
Be pleased, likewise, 0 Lord, (in whose hands are the is­
sues of life and death) to succour, help, and comfort all 
that are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, all that labour 
under any bodily pain, sickness,. or temptation, or are dis. 
turbed in mind;* relieve ~uch according 
to their several necessities, gilling them pa- '"Especiaily those 
. d" 1r,. '.. S L.I • for whom thy pray-bence un er theIr sUI!·.nng~. UUHue III en are rie.ired, 

me the evil tipirit of wrath :!TId revenge, 
and dispose my heart patiently to bear reproaches and 
wrongs, and to be ready not only to forgie, but also to do 
good for evil, that all mm may know that I am Christ's dis­
ciple. And finally, 0 Lord, since thou hast ordained the 
day to labour in, ahd the night to take our rest, as I praise 
thee for the mercies of the day bO I humbly beg tee contin­
ltance of thy graci9us protection over me this night. Let 
thy holy angels pitch their tents about my bed, that being 
safely delivered from all perils· and dangers Of this night, 
and comfortably refreshed with moderate sleep, I may be 
enabled to discharge the duties of my calling, and faithfully 
to persevere in holiness and purt:nes~ of ~iving all the days 
of my life, to thy honour and glory. throllgh OUT only Mo­
diator and Advocat~, Je~us Christ our Lorq. 4mm. 

Our Father, &c, 
• I , '" ~ •.• 

tv~'l!n you Fe down in your Bed. 

I WILL lay me dowli il) peace, and take my lest, for i.t 
is thou, Lord; only that makest me to dwell in safety; and 
into thy hands I recommend my spirit, my soul and my 
body, for tholl hast redeemed me, 0 Lord, thou God of 
truth! 

l'RAYERS FqR J;OUN~ PERSO~S ANP SERYANTSt 

A jl,Iorning Prayer for a Child. 

G~ORY be to thee, 0 Lord! for all the blessings I daily 
rccivc from thee; for thy particular preservation and re· 
;\C:o]lll1Lllt of me the night past. Incline me to believe iQ 
~h"eJ to fear thee, and love thee with all my heart; to wO!'-
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ship thee, to give thee thanks; to honou~ thy holy name~ 
and to serve thee truly all the days of my hfe. 
. Make me to lov(§ my neighbour as myself; and to do tQ 
all men as I would they should do to me. Make me obe. 
dient to my parents, and all my governors in chllrch and 
state. 

Grant, 0 Lord! that I may order myself lowly arid rev-
erently to all my betters; that I may hurt ~o ~.)dy by word 
Qr deed; th::lt I may keep my hands from plcklng and steel~ 
ing, and my tongue frqm evil-speaking, lying and slander~ 
ihg; that I may keep my body ill temperance, soberness and 
chastity; that I may never covet, nor desire other men's 
good,s, but Jearn and labour truly to get my o'Vn living, and 
to do my duty in that state of life unto which it shall pleaso'. 
thee, 0 Lord, to call me. A l1l1 all this I beg for the mer. 
its of Jesus my Saviour ;1n w~lO;e holy words I sum 'up all 
my wants) sa.ing:.. Our Father, I:"c~ 

All Evening Prayer for a Ohild. 

o LORP Goel, my heavenly Father, I humbly implore the 
pardon and forgiveness of all the sins I have committed this 
day, either in thought1 word ordeed. Cleanse me from all 
my wickedness, and strengthen IT\Y weakness~ 1hat I may 
overcome all the temptations that daily surrou.nd me. ' 

Assist me, good Lord, by tlly grace, that I may worship 
'thee, serve thee, and obey thee, as I ought to do. SVpply 
me with all things needf4! while I live in this world, anq 
fit and prepare my soul for the happiness of the next. 

Make me to av'oid all occasions of o/fcnLling thee, aJ1(~ 
suffer me not to be tempted above what I am able; but de~ 
fend me in all dangers both of body and soul: keep me es.­
pecially-: from sin and wickedness, from m\ ghostly enemy, 

. and from everlasting death. I • 

I I commend to thy divine providence (my father and moth~ 
er, brothers and sisters,) all my friends and relatiC!ns. 
Vouchsafe them all those graces arid blessing~ thou knowes~ 
most suitable for them. ' .. 

o thon that never slumberest nor sleepe~t, watch pyer' 
me this night, and refresh me with seasona4le rest, tha,t I 
may rise the next morning more fit for thy service. . 

I return, 0 Lord, to thee all praise and thanksgiving. for 
allthosemetcies which thou hast this day bes;owed upCJ4l. 
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**** me, .. As long as I live, fet me praise fllCilLord ; as long as 
I have any being let me ru.agnify .thy 301y name. Hear my 
prayers, and accept my praises, for the .sake of my Saviour 
Jesus Christ. In who~e holy words I sum up'all my wants. 
. Our Father, &~~. . 

-4 Prayer for aCJtild, to be used ¥orning ani! 
Evening. 

(From Mr, Burkitt.) 

ALMIGrrTY Qod,WhQ madest me, and hast preserved me 
t? this hour, I pz:aise and glorify thy name for a!l thy mer­
cIes. Loo.k graclously upon me and bless me, I numbly be­
licedt thee ~ pardon all my sins, and give me grace to re .. 
member and put in practice my baptismal vow, by " renoun­
cing the devil and. all his works, ~h~ pomps and vani~ie~ of 
this wicked world, and all the sinful IUSt3 oi the flesh." 0 
do thou incline my heart to that which i" good; and give 
me grace to fear thee and keep thy commandments; make 
me (duriful to my fllther and mother, loving to my brothers. 
imd sisters,) obtdient to my tqchers, hqmble and reveren~ 
to all my betters, meek and CO\mt:ous to all people, 

Prestrve \!J,e from bearing rnali,e or hatred in my heart, 
from lying and stealing, and from all evil thoughts, word!> 
and actions. Gui(k mt: hy thy Holy Spirit. that 1 may liva 
to thy glory, and hereby obtain everlasting life. 

Lord, bless llllmy relations and friends, and save andde~ 
fend them aqd me from all dangers [this d~y or night] and 
evcrmOl;e, ~hrough Jesl.ls Christ our Lord: Amen. 

A J.\1orning Pmyer for a. Young Person. 

o ET),l:RNAL God, and h~l\venly Father, thou art the kind 
,uthor of my being, be thou the gracious guide Qf my life i 
my age is simple and unexperienced, 0 be thou pleased: to 
inspire me with true wisdom from above, that it may guide 
,md direct me in all my ways. '1 am come into the world 
fflll·of snares and temptations, 0 do thou fill me with the 
knowledgf! and love of thy truth, that it may keep me fro~ 
the ways that lead to destruction. 

I render unto thee unfeigned thanks for all the blessings 
J daily receive from thee! iilnd for thy particular preservation 
and refreshment of me this. night past. 



~') Lord, have rpercy upon me, and forgive me all ~ysi~ ; 
<md give me grace to flee all youthful Illsts, ~n4 to remem­

'qer thee my Creator in the days of my youth. 
P posse,s my heart with the fe~r of thee, and depe~dan~e 

upon thee. Let me always walk as in thy presence, con­
sidering that I must one day die (I know not how soon) and 
tender an account uf all the actionq of ~y life. fosse,,~ 
also my heart, 0 my Goel, with thilt natural tenderness for 
my parellts, and those that hav~ the ~are of !Ue, and with 
that christian sense of my duty towards them, that my lan­
guage may be respectful, my actions d~tiful, anfl rpy :Fhple 
behaviour such, that I may not increase rhr: ~)lrden anq 
care of tlleir lives, b~t prove a con:fort and ble~sing ~o them. ' 

Bless me, 0 Lord, in my learning. and deliver me from 
sloth, and idkness, and bad COITlP:my, and fro'TI all dangers 
both of pour and soul; and helB . me daily ~o iI\crea~e iq 
knowledge~ and wisdom, and;J,F VIrtue. 

, I commend to thy divine providence [my father anq moth.,. 
er, my brother~ an<l sisters] all my fri~nds and relati?ns, all 
i~this family, and all mali kind. Vouchsafe us, 0 gacious 
L,.od, all tho~e graces and bles$ings which tho)! knowest t~ 
be most neeJful for us. . 

Unto thee, 0 my God, do I dedicate my soul and body, 
b'Cseeching thee to take them into thy care and protection, 
!lut tlKY m;,y be always employed in thy service, and to thy 
glory; that h.iving served thee faithfully in this life, I may 
;>t List attain life <.;,ferlasting, through the merits and media';' 
t'en of my bkssed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ our 
r~~l:d; in whose holy name and words I present my own, 
and. (he wants of, all mankind. saying. ' 

Our Father, &c, 

o ALMIGHTY God, and merciful Father, who winingly 
1tearest the praFr" of all that call upon thee faithfully, I hum­
~ly beseech thee to pardon whatsoever thou has.t seen amiss 
, , . this day in my thoughts, words~ OJ; act~on,s~ 
"Ilen~ mcntlon . ~. . r!j\. . l 

'><lniculc.rs. pal tIcularl), , 
Make me, 0 Lord, thoroughly semible of 

, the great weakness and corrl,lption of my nat ure, ::mel thy 
~:'1Jny errors of my lif~. . 
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Assist me, I pray thee, in making it my constant endea,< 
our to resist and conquer eve~y evil inclinatioa within me, 
and every temptation from without. 

Help me daily to increase in the knowJedge and love of 
thee, my God, and of my Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Shew me the way in which I should walk whilst I am 
young, and grant that I may never depart from it. 

Bless, I pray thee, whatsoever good instructions have at 
any time been given me; help me carefully to remember 
them, and seriously to practise them, that I may be ever 
growing in knowledge, in wisdom, and in goodness. . 

Bless, and defend,and save the king, and all the royal 
family, and all orders of men amongst us, from the highest 
to the lowest. Lord, give them all grace in their several sta­
tions, to be instrument:ll to thy glory and the public good. 

Accept, 0 Lord, of my humblest praise, and thanksgiv­
ing for all the goodness thou hast this day, or at any time, 

. shewed me; for all the helps of preventing or restraining 
grac~ thou hast vouchsafed me; for whatever I have done 
which is in any measure ·acceptable to thee; for' whatever 
progress I have made in my learning; for thy preservation 
of meJ~om all the miseri{ s and dangers which frail mortality 
., Every moment exposed to; particularly for 

I humbly commit my soul and body teIIere .mf,otion a· 
thy care this n.ight begging thy gracious nypartlCUlar mer~ , (y God has 10,,0 
protection and blessing. stowed upon you. 

And all these mercies and blessings which 
I ask for myself I heartily desire for all my relations and 
friends, and for all mankind: Let it please thee to guide uc; 
all in this present life, and to conduct us safe to thy heav ~ 
tmly kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our only Lord ani! 
Saviour; in whose most holy name and words, I cO:1dtlde 
rl1ese my imperfect pray€rs. OUf Father, &c. 

A Morning Prayer for a Servant. 

o LORD my God, the gteat Creator and preserver ~f a; [ 
Maltkind; I bless and praise thy hely name ['Ot all thy mer·· 
ties to my sOlil and body. Thou bast given me another 
day. 0 give me grate to spend it to thy honour and glory: 
enable me to work in it the work for which thou hast sent 
me il)to the world, before the night of dEath cometh wherc~ 
in I Cannot work. GraRt that I may not increase the l1!.4m-



288 
* ",,, .. :!(-

ber of my transgressions, by running heedlessly or kti:ow .. 
ingly into the commission of any sin. 

o GOD, thou witness of all my actions, and juilge of alt 
my thoughts and affections;, 'Nbat would become of rtle. if 
~hou shouldst t/·ter into strict judgement with me! How 
should I stand before: tLy tril>U:laI, covered with the guilt 
a,nd shafue of my sins? .Vrd, I repent, increase thou my 

repentance. I repent of*' -'- 0 be thou, reo 
.. Her.e menti.on conciled untom':::, and pardon me tor the 

those SInS wbJch sake of ]e~us Christ: And not only par~ 
most burden thy . " ., , .' 
conscience. don my 51115, but delIver me from the pow~ 

er and dominion of them: I am conscious 
to myself of great weakness and frailty; 0 do thou confirm 
and strengthen me. 

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God and renew a right 
spirit within me: Give me a true faith, and inflame my 
heart with a holy love, that I may delight in thy command. 
ments, and walk before thee in uprightness a'nd fear, in 
faithfulness and hoi1esty, constantly and cheerfully depend~ 
ing upon thee. _ . 

Enable me to do the duty or my place, not with eye-ser" 
vice, but with sil'!gleness of heart, as knowing that I shall 
be accountable to thee at the day of judgment, as well as for 
those 'duties which lowe my master and mistress, as for 
those which are mOl'e immedbtely to be paid to thee. 0 
Lord, keep me from all approbrious arid reproac4fullan­
guage, from all lying and slandp'ing, and from :lJI unjust 
and deceitful actions: make me al ways thankful, hal1'lble, 
and contented, neither withholdi!Jg from thee the praiSe 
due to thine infinite bounty and mercy; nor from man, the 
thanks due to him for any act of kindness or charity to­
wards me. 

Help me, 0 my God, so to walk before thee, that my 
soul niay enjoy true libeny, that my life may be full of 
comfort, my death of peace, and that I may attain eternal 
glory, throu;~h ]t'sus Christ our Lord. . ' . 

Bless thi" 'whole family to which I belong, and SOw in all 
bur hearts the seeds of lir:bgned charity; that we tliayall 
enjoy the comfort Of a mutual affection, and a mutual as.; 
sistalJee and aid in our several places; possess us with Ii 
just sense of our duty to thee and man; that we may be 
living members of thy blessfd Son; and grant, that being 
~rot(xttd by thy providence, directed by thy word, and as~ 
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listed Oy the influence of thy Holy Spirit, we may be ad-
mitted into thy glorious kingdom in heaven, where we shall 
tdOl'eand praise thee, love'and enjoy thee to all eternity, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in ""hose p.oly name and, 
words I continue to pray: . 

Our Father, '&c. ' 

An Evening Prayerjbra Servant. 

o t..n Goa, my strength, apd the rock of my salvation: 
how does my soul praise t~~e for thy great goodness, and 
for aI'1 the preciqus promis~s of thy go~peI. .. . . 

But, 0 my God, I have forgotten thee, tho~gh t~ou hast 
given me my being: I· have forgotten thee,' though thou: 
gavest thine own Son to redeem me, not only to free me 
from the 'punishment due to my sins, but from the slavery' 
and dominion of them, and to procure for me life eternal,' 
I have feared the displeasure of man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils, more than I have feared thi~e, 0 thou Just and ho­
ly judge ,of mankind:.· I have been more. solicitous for the 
bread that perishes, than for thy favoqr, which is better than 
life itself: I have sirtned against my knowledge, thy word, 
and the motions, of thy Holy Spirit. I have beell apt to' 
repine and murmur at thy providence, and to be discontent"­
ed in my conditioh, particularly'" - Bur I re-* '.. 
Pent 0 my God of all my sins an. d humbly' He~e ment~on 

, . , ...' particular SlllS 
beg the assistance of thy grace; that I may do .. 
works meet fdr repentance,and serve thee in truth and with. 
an upright heart all the days. of my life. 

Have mercy, 0 L~rd,have mercy upon me, and forgive 
me aU my offences, and give me grace"to keep upon my watch, 
and guard against'them forfhe future: Enable me sincerely 
to endeavour to reform and amend my life, that I may every 
day grow and jncrease in goodness, arid be so much the fitter 
for death, the nearer it approaches to m~; and whenever it 
comes, let it find me; 0 Lord, iii a disposition imd frame of 
spirit fit to die; having an unshaken faith, an humble re .. 
signa!l.on and submis~ion, a holy contempt of earth, and a 
devout love of heaven. ' 

Thou hast called me to be a servant, but thou llast called . 
me to be a son to~, and ~nheir of eternal life ; 0 give me: 
grace to be contented, and faithful to discharge my duty .. 
Do thou, who never tlumberest nor sleepest,. watch over 

,N 
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,rne, and this whole family: Let thine angels pitch their; 
tents about us this night; let Us lie down securely, and let 
our sleep be sweet and refreshing to us, for J~sus Christ's 
sake; in whose name and words I beg all thtrtgs needful 
both for myself and all mankind, particularly for all that I 
am any way bound to pray fat. Our Father, &c. 

Another Prayer for a ·Servant. 

o LORD God almighty, whose loving-kindness is better 
than life, and whose service is perfect freedom: 1t is the 
wise appointment of thy providence, that there should be, 
various orders and degrees of men, and that I should be 
disposed of in the ~tation where now I am. 0 Lord, l 
humbly submit to thy good pleasure, and desire with con­
tent and thankfulness to accept of iny portion, how low and 
mean soever in the world. If my blessed Redeemer, who 
is Lord of all, would take upon him'the form of a servant, 
for our sakes; 0 why should I refuse to be a servant to oth. 
ers? If I faithfully discharge the duties of my place, I know 
I shall be as acceptable to my God as any that enjoy the 
highest stations. If I be found in the way of righteousness~ 
I shall be exalted in the world to come to everlasting happi­
ness and glory. 0 let it not be so much my care to get 
higher in the world, as to get more in thy favour, wherein, 
is life. Suffer me not to be a servant to sin, or a slave to 
any lust; but grant me to enjoy the blessed liberty where­
with Christ Jesus has made us free, that I may serve thee, 
my God, faithfully, and run the way of thy commandments 
after thou hast set my heart at liberty. Be thou pleased, 0 
Lord, to fit me for and assist me in, the service to which r 
am called, that I may perform it to the glory of thy great 
name, to the satisfaction of those whom I serve, and to my 
own advantage and comfort. Make me true and faithful, 
careful and diligent, humble and obedient, doing the busi. 
ness of my place, "not with eye-service as a man.pleaser, 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God." Teach me to de­
ny myself, to be meek c and patient, not answering again to 
stir up wrath; but with silence and submission following 
th~things thatt:nake for. peace. Suffer me not to wrong or 
cl}eat my t:naster, or do him any damage for my own filthy­
lucre, ~r:~eshly pleasl.p,·e ; that I may be found faithful in the 
!light 01 ~y God, who evermore seeth in secret, and search .. 
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tththe very heart. Whose servant SQeverelse lam, 0 Lordp 

Jet me ever be f{lund in th.: number of.thinc; and make me, 
I beseech thee, such every way towards thee. that, thou 
mayest mercifully accept me, anl all my services. Pardon 
and forgive aU the sins of my life past alJd grant me the as­
sistance of thy grace al'ld Holy Spirit, that I may serve thee 
faithfully in this world, and at last be received into thy eter­
mil kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught 
us when we pray, to say, 

Our Father, &c. 

PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS, OCCASIONS. ' 

A prayer for the Devout Observation qf the 
L01:d's Day. 

(Fxolll Bishop Keno,) 

GLORY be to thee, 0 rr;y God, who in oompassion to hU$ 

man weakness, which is not capaq]e of an unint-,:rrupted 
contemplation of thee, such as the saints have ahQve, hast 
appointed a solemn day on purpose for thy rememberance. 
Glory be to thee, for proportion~ng a seventh part of ,our 
time to thyself, and liberally indulging us, w~th the remain­
der. ,Let me ever esteem it my privilege ancl my happin~ss, 
to ,have a dRy of rest ,set a part for thy service, and the con .. 
cerns of my own s0\11; to have a day free from distrac­
tions. disengaged from ~he world, wherein I have nothi11g 
to do but tO,praise and to love ~hee.' Give me grace to war .. 
ship thee in my closet,· and in the, congregation; to spend 
it in doing good, if.l work.s of neces,sity, devotio!1,and charI" 
tty, ill prayc:r, and'praise,. a~dmeditatipI:\. 0 let it be ever 
,to me 'a'daysacredto; dlvmeJove, a day,or he.avenly rest 
and fefteshment. .Grant, OLord. that I inay not only give 
thee due W:orship myself, but lIlay give rest and leisure also 
to my family, to all under my charge, to serve thee also; 
to ilJ(lulgeease to my very:beasts. since good men are mer. 
ciful even to them. 0 blessed Spirit, who ,on the first day 
. <1f the Vleck didst descend in mi:"aculous gifts and graces on 
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the apostles, descend upon me, that I may be always in tlit 
Spirit on the Lard's day. And since the blessing of ever. 
lasting salvation, which we christians on thy day cornmem •. 
orate, does wonderflllly exceed the. creation commemorated 
by the Jews! 0 let our love and praise, devotion and zeal, 
proportionably exceed theirs also; and this I beg for Jesus 
Christ hiss~ke, our Lord and Saviour. .limen. 

A PrayeTfor the Right Observation qf Holy Days. 
(From Mr. Nelson.) 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast established in thy church' 
pastors, and teachers, and governors, "for the perfecting of 
the saints, fpr the,work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ;" make me careful to observe all'thoae 
institutions, which are enjoined for these admirable ends; 
and ahvays to esteem days set apart for thy worship, and 
dedicated to thy service, as a great relief to the illfirmityof 
my nature, which is not capable of an uninterrupted con­
templation of thee. Let not the affairs of this life, nor my 
e,1ge~ness in obtaining the good things of it,' so far engross 
my thoughts, as to make me neglect those harpy opportu.­
nities of. werking out my own salvation. Let not the love 
of pleasure prevailllpon me to conmme them in sensual eu­
joyments; but grant that my rejoicing may be accompanied 
.with temperance and moderation, and dispose my mind,by 
aU the refre'ihments of my body, to serve thee with greatet 
diligence and cheerfulness all my days. Make me constant, 
at these holy seasons .. in attending thy public w@rship, and 
let me enter thy house with collected thoughts, composed 
behaviour, and with a thankful and devout temper Of mind. 
Let me hear thy word with serious attention, and with a 
particular application of it to the state of my own soul. 
Let me approach thy altar with fervent and heavenlyaffec­
tions, and with firm resolutions of better obedience.· 'let 
me commemorate the my&teries of my' redemption !with 
profound hUn1.ilicy, with exalted thoughts of thy wonderful 
goodness, and with thankful acknowledgments of thy great 
love demonstrated to the sons of men Let the mortified 
lives o( thy ~aintsraise me above the pleasures of sense; 
fl,nd let the pattern of their piety and devotion, their humil:' 
ityand charity" their meekness and patient sufferings, be a1-
1Vays5o lively imprinted upon my mind, that I may tran-
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scribe their example in my lifr.: and conversjition: ThatthuSi 
.ob<;erving these days of rest here below, I may celebrate a~ 
eternal rest with thee hereafter in thy heavenlykingdoI'll, 
tbro;ughJesus Christ our Lord. Amen. . 

A Prayer upon any Festival that rel(ltes to OU,T 

Sa'Viour~ 

I. 0 MOST gracious God, I acknowledge with all joy and 
thankfulness, thy great goodness manifested to the chiJdre!f 
of men in the wcmderful w;ork of our redemption. I adore, 
thy infinite Jove and compassion which took pity upon us; 
when we had lost and ruined ourselves, and didst send thy 
only-begotten SOIl into the world, that we might live through 
him. This day, 0 Lord, give me a h:lppy opportunity of 
remembering thy special and extraordinary kindn,ess to thy 
unworthy creatures; which calls for my highest aild exalted 
praises, to be joined With those of the blessed company. 
above, who are never weary of giving honour, glory, bless:" 
ing, and thanksgiving to thee,' not only in their own behalf, 
but even for thy wonderful goodness to the children of men~ 
Praise the Lord, therefore, 0 my soul; and all that is with"! 
in me, praise his holy name. 

Impress, 0 Lord,upon my mind, ~uch a sense, of what 
my defrest Saviourhas done for me, that I may celebrate 
all the mysteries of my redemption, especially that which 
'thy church this day suggest~tomy remembrance, with 
profound humility, with exalted thoughts of thine ineffa­
ble goodness, and with most thankful 'acknowledgments of 
thy great love demonstrated to the sons of men; that my 
heart and' life' being truly affected and influenced by the 
power of them in this world, I may, through thine infinite 
mercy, receive the,eternal benefit of them in the world to 
come, where thou, 0 Lord, livest and reignest with the Son, 
llnd Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

J 

II. Blessed Jesus, I adore with aU humility thine infinite 
condescention in being made man, in quitting the mansioll6 
of glory, to take upon thee the form of a servant, and in 
lubmitting to the IO,west condition of human life, in order 
to reli"ve our misery, antI to guide us in the way to ever. 
lasting life '; grant that I m,' it cheerfully submit to the rn~,an. 
est offices for the,gtlod and benefit of my fellow-diI:i5tians~ 
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:.nd that I may be·content, and resigned under al;l the most 
afflicting circumstances of· life, which the wise providence, 
of God shall think fit to by upon me. , 

Blessed be thy goodness, 0: my Saviour, in suffering thy.' 
aelf to be circumcised, and in being obedient to the law for 
man, whereby, in order to fulfil the will of GoQ., thou didst, 
take upon thee the form of a servant. Grant me the true 
circumcision of the spirit, that my heart and all my mem. 
bel'S being mortified froni all worldly and carnal lusts, 
I may in all things obey thy blessed will, and after thy ex­
ample, be readier to sacrifice my reputation, than neglect 
my duty. 

Adored be thy mercy, 0 blc:ssed Jesus, in communicating 
the glaJ tidings of thine appearance in the world to the; 
people ot Israel, by the ministration of angels; and'in re. 
'1ealing the joyful news to the Gentiles by a brigltt and un· 
'l.lsual 'star; that the harmoncous sound of the .gospel has. 
:',,:lchec! this land of my mtivity. Oh! may l always value, 
such an inestil.nah~e benefit, by walking as a child in the light; 
;jl1d by compaJionating and rc;lieving, to the utmost of my 
po\o\'cr, the \'11iseriesof tho;;e that still sit in darkness . 
.. How can I sufficiently praise thee,. 0 blessed Jesus, for 
thy glorious re~"Ilrrection, whereby thou hast m~deknown; 
thl::power of thy diyinity, and proved .thyself to be the; true 
Ivleosias ? Grant ~hat thy victory over the grave may strength .. 
r~~ me ag~linst the fear of. d.eath, that Irnay look upon it as a 
cielil'Cf"mce from sin and sorrow, and as a passage to a happy 
et(~t"ity; and that the inf,nite value of. thy sulftrings may 
~ul'rc'n me unc1er- the sellse cf those many follies, which.! 
L(··~,tiljc repent (,f. . 
," J ";Joice, 0 .blessed Jesu5; in .,thy triHmphantascension, 
",~hcn t~LOU dUst open t;lC ki,1y;t1orn of he;rvefl toea'll believ~ 
«;,'3, and:didst sit down at tIle right hand of thy Father, 
~!~~)!:ed by angeb, andinte1Teding for sir.ners .. ),oh! w~an, 
~'{:j' mind from the vanitic:s of this wodel:, and place my af,. 
Lct;OllS u,;,;-c1l' on things above: that I may spend the re~ 
:m:jiliiil" p:~!t of my life to secure an etnnal inherit.mee. 
A;IJt'n~ ,0 ~ . ". 

A Pre.v'c'" on (my Sailit's Day_ 

{)Lo'RD Goal rrecio-us in thy sight 'is t11e death of tll.y' 

$~;nts ~nd martyr,:, btcau,e they Lay~ ha~ the gn;.at happ10 
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ttess to give thee the utmost testimony of their unfeigned 
love and affection. Precious to themselves; 0 Lord, is the 
d1;:ath Of thy saints; because as .they have been partakers of 
Christ's sufferings, so when his glory shaH appear, they shall 
be made glad with exceeding joy. Let their death be al .. 
ways precious, 0 Lord, in thy sight; because their example 
has convinced me of the possibility .of serving thee under 
the greatest difficulties, and animates my endeavours with 
the prospect of their happy success. 

I bless and praise thy holy name, for all the apostles, 
saints, and martyrs, departed this life in thy faitk and fear. 
I congratulate their victories over the world, who overcam:e 
themselves, and led in triumph their own passions. I COln~ 
memorate with all thankfulness their heroic piety, who ser­
ved the Lord in. hunger and thirst, in prison and chains, on 
tacks and in torture, and who undauntedly encountered death 
armed with the greatest terror. Let that mighty grace, 0 
Lord, which enabled them to conquer all opposition, sup­
port and animate thy servant, who is surrounded with the 
same temptations, and exposed to the same unruly passions. 
Let their examples teach me to be humble and meek, and to 
submit all my desires to the will of God; to govern my 
senses by reason, ana my reason by the dictates bf revela­
tion; to hold fast thy true religion and worship, and neve!' 
to live unworthy thereot; to take up the cross, and to re­
sist unto blood, striving against sin. Let their mortified 
lives raise me above the pleasures of sense; and let the pat~ 
tern of their piety and devotion,of their purity and charity" 
of their patient suffering a'nd perseverance unto the end, he 
always so deply imprinted upon my mind, that I lIjay traU4> 
scribe their example in my life and conversation; and,there­
by inherit those promises they are now made partakers of. 
through the merits of Jesus Christ my only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amm. 

A Prayer for a Person in Private, upon any Day 
q/-,Publiclc Fasting and I-Iumiliation j '{£}hiclt ma~'l/ 
be used qfter the i}loming Sert'ice qf the DOll is 
over. 

o MOST great and mighty God! thou art a consuming 
fir.; to aU disoo.:dit:nt and· impenitent sinners, but a m:ost 
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tender and compassionate Father to such as truly repent :tnd 
turn unto thee: thou art a G0d of infinite power, holiness,. 
and purity: thou lovest righteousness, and.hatest iniquity, 
and who can stand in thy sight when thou art angry? 0 
Lord, when I consider the greatness of thy majesty, and 
teflect upon my own nothingness and vilc:ness, I am afraid 
to speak unto thee. But, 0 blessed God, thou hast vouch~ 
safed to deClare thyself a God gracious and merciful, for.; 
giving iniquity, transgression, aild sin . 

. Hear me therefore, 0 most merciful Father, and,look 
with pity upon me, who, in the behalf of myself, and the. 
sinful people of the land, fall on my knees before thee~ beg­
ging for mercy and pardon at the throne of grace. 

o Lord, I do most sorrowfully confess, th.lt we are a 
wicked and rebellious people, notwithstanding the manifold 
and often repeated mercies, which thou hast vouchsafed us. 
Thou hast shewn us wonderful things in thy goodness, 0 
God of our sa1.vation, and hast hitherto protected both our 
~hurch and nation from secret treachery and open violence. 
Thou hast continued to us the light of thy glorious gospel. 
the benefit of thyword and sacraments; thou hast preserved 
to us our holy religion, reformed from those errors and cor­
ruptions which prevail in many other nations; and hast 
blessed us with liberty, safety, and plenty; whilst so many' 
of our brethren abroad are persecuted and enslaved, and 
whilst orner countries have groaned under the miseries and 
calamities of tyranny, bloodshed, and ruin. ' 
, And now, 0 Lord, after all these obligations, all these 
blessings, what manner of persons ought we to have been 
in all holy conversation and godliness? But. alas! to out. 
s:hame and confusion it must be confessed, that We have 
shewn ourselves very unworthy of those thy mercies; and 
instead of making suitable returns for thy goodness and ' 
loving-kindness, have by a long course of sin and rebellion, 
greatly provoked thy wrath and indignation against us. 

I confess, 0 God, that I have grievously offended thee 
by [Here you may name your parfi:Cular sins] , 

It is of thy mercy, 0 God, that we are not con'sumed, 
and because thy compassions fail not; for shouldst thou 
tJave dealt with us after our sins, and rewarded us according 
to our iniquities, we had long before this been like as Sod. 
om and Gomorrow, or been swept away by .ome other sud­
den.and severe di:struction. 
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God gracious and merciful, ,slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance: thou hast spared us when we 
desl"rved punishment, and in the midet of judgment hast re. 
membei:ed mercy; 

In mercy, 0 Gbd; awaken us all to a true and deep sense 
bf our n1anifold and often repeated provocation~; and for 
thy nalne's sake and for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ 
bur Lord, pardon the great amI crying ~ins of this whole na. 
tion; mid in a more peculiar manner, I beseech thee to par­
Hon me, \vho now humble myself before thee, and forgive 
all my sins, which have helped to increase thy severe di:>-
pleasure aga,imt us. , 
. Wash avt'ay all olir sins in the blood 9f the ever-blessed 
lesu~: and Oh! be: dlOU reconciled unto us, who are now 
syeking unto thee in fasting and prayer: spare thy people, 
o good Lord, spare them; and grant that we may so turn 
from all our evil ways, that iniquity may not be our ruin. 

Make us, in this our day, to seek the things that belong 
to our peace, before they are hid from our eyes; lest that 
dreadful day come upon u3,\vhen all opportunity of re­
~onciling ourselves to our offended God shall be taken 
£i'oni lis. 

And dci thou so effecttially cohvince everyone of us of 
*he great evil of sin, and what dreadful punishments will 
inevitably fall upon those who persist in it, that we may for. 
sake all our sins and wickedness. 'and turn unto thee the 
Lord our God. Fill us with such a godly sorrow for our 
sins, as may work ill us a true repentance not to be repented 
of; and grant that we may now be so truly humbled for 
them; that this may be such a fast as tholl hast chosen: a 
fast that may Idose the bands of wickedness wherewith we 
have been so long tied and bound, that we may be set free 
from every evil way, and may no longer abuse thy mercies, 
nor despise thy judgments; but may become a peculiar peo­
ple zealous of good works; that so thou mayest turn from 
thy di~pleasure against us, and delight over uS to do us gqod, 
to build us up, and not to destroy us. 

liear. 0 Lord, and answer my prayers, that go not out 
of feigned lips: 0 let them prevail with thee for mercy for 
myself and all this people ; even such a' measure ot thy 

20 
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gnce as wi'll at length reclaim us,. through the merits ana 
intercession of thy dear Son Je~~s Christ our Lotd. Amm. 

A Prayer upon the same occasion; which may be 
used after the Evening Service. I 

o GOD, thou art great, and doest wonderous things, 
thou art God alone: Thou takest vengeance of those that 
condemn thy laws, but hast in all ages wonderfully conde. 
scended to the intercessions of thy saints, which have feared 
thee, and called upon thy name; behold with pity and com-' 
paision this church and nation, now humbling itself before 
thee; accept our humiliation, and hear the prayers which 
have been this day offered up at the throne of grace; and 
grant that they may be effectual, through the intercession 
of thy dear Son, to obtain mercy and pardon for the sinful 
people of this land. 

o Lord, I confess that thoumayest justly be displeased 
with us, for our great and manifold provocations, and that 
we are no more worthy to be called, or dealt with as thy 
sons or servants, whom neither thy judgments have driven, 
nor thy mercies led to repentance: 0 be thou graciously 
pleased to look upon us in the Son of thy love, and give 
us such a deep sense of the evil of our doings, that we 
may truly repent of, and so effectually turn from all our 
transgressions, that thou mayest be reconciled, and at peace 
with us; and that our humiliation and repentance may so 
effectually work upon everyone of us, thatwe may cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness both of flesh and spirit, perfect .. , 
ing holiness in thy fear; and that instead of those abomina .. 
ble and crying sins, which so openly now reign among us, 
religion, and all the blessed fruits of it, may flourish and in .. 
crease in this land. . 

Remove from us, 0 merciful Father, the evils which our 
sins have brought upon ~s, and avert those dreadful judg­
ments which we have just caUse to fear; and however thou 
mayest think fit to punish and correct us, yet take not:'from 
us, 0 Lord, I beseech thee, the light of thy glorious gas- ' 
pel; but grant that it may break in so powerfully upon all 
our hearts, that we ,may see the great danger we are in, and 
~ay resolve in g~od earnest to give up ourselve. to thy 000· 
'~hence. ' 
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&irup, 0 God, every soul among us, to root out of our 
,beartsa!l pride,and .wrath, and ,bitterness; all hatred, mal­
ice, and desire. of revenge; and whatsoev,er may hinder us 
from discerning or practising the things that belong to our 
peace ; and il):spireevery one of us with trul~ christian love 
~nd cha~ity, with. meekness of wisdom, lowliness of mind, 
pa.tience, long suffering and forbearing one another in love, 
that we may all henc~{orth he united in one holy bond of 
truth and peace, of faith and charity, aIjd may with one 
heart and one SQul, join together in promoting the honour 

. and glory of thy name, the interest. of religion, and the 
ftappiness and prosperity of this nation; that so thou who 
art 'the God of peace, mayest be our God, and dwell 
~m~ng us; and that we' may b~ thy ptople zealously <lea 
voted"to thv service and obedience. 
, To ihfs ~l):d~ 0 Lord, I beseech thee to bestow thy bless­
~ngs spiritU:.~i a:n,d temporal upon cur most gracious sovereign 
lord king GeC?rge1 :and all that are put. in <iuthority under 
p.im, both ~.q cFiur~h- and state; bless them wjth wisdom 
from aboye, \yhich ~s ~rst pure and then peaceable; and 
make all their consultations effectual to the glory of thy 

. great name, the preserva.t~ol1of thy church and true reli­
gion among us, the hono~r ;m4safety of his majesty, the 
~tability of o~r ti~esla~d th~ s~c~rity, peace, and prosper • 

. ity of all estates and c(lnditions of mC!}. amo!!g us . 
.. ' Mak~ ~ll !l!agis~rates a~d qth~r jnferi~r officers. faithful 
and conscientious m th<? dlscbarge of tha,t trust WlllCh thou 
hast reposed in them; and grant, that they being truly zeal;. 
ous for thy glory, If!ay constafitly employ t~at power which 
thou hast given them for the punishment' of wickedness and 
y~ce; that so the SiRS Qf par~icular persons may no~ become 
national, nor, throQg4 the c()l1uivaflce or encouragemept of 
those in authority, bring down thy heavy judgments up. 
on us." . 

Be gV<lciou~, 0 God, to thy holy ca~hoHc church, espe_ 
cially ~h!lt p,~rt of it which thou hast Flant~1i in this nation; 
~et no desigq formed against it ever Frosper i and grllnt th<lt 
all wlto name ~l~e qame of ~hr~st, may dcp,'1tt from iniqui • 
.ty, and live suitable to thelr h!>.~y profession. 

Look do~n with mercy anH Pfty upon th~ ~ad and mourn. 
ful estate 9f those who now. ~uffer for th~ truth of thy gos.­
pel, and the testimony of a good cOl~science ; strengthe~ 
their faith, a~d animate their (;ourag~ i ~!i ~rant that no 
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persecutiQrs may, ever drive ,them to a dCI11al of the truth. 
Shew thyself their mighty deliverer, that all men may fed 
it, and ,say, verily there ~sa God that j~dgeSct in t~e earth; 

LiJi2;hten ali thCls~ that are in darkne$s and errol', and 
bring them to the ligh~, and knowledge, anq practice of the 
truth, and g;:al1t that all the kingdoms of the world may be 
turned unto' the J,ord, and become one flock, under the 
great shefherd a~d bishop of Ollr 80\115, thy S'op Jes~s 9hrioi. 

W~at follows m<1y be properly added in ~i~e of War. 

Bless alld prosper the great undertaking whicn this natiort 
is now: en(Tdged in: Go forth with our fleets aQd armies; 

. ble;, th~\X wi;h yictory and success: and sufFer nQ~ our sin~, 
to provoke thee so far, as to deliver us I.\p, into th\! hands ot 
our enemies; but send US, 'in thy good 'time, s4ch a peace 
as may tend to the glory of thy gr,;,:at nam~, the preserva, 
tion of thy church and true rer~gion among us, a~d the hon~ 
our, safety, and prosperity of these kingdoms. 

Finally, 0 totd, l pray thee to extend thy melcy even to, 
those'~hat hate us,and who wiehou~ any jU5t ca1!se are our 
enemies: Disappoint their device~, and give them repen­
tallceand better minds; she~ abroad thy love in ~heir hearts, 
and endue them with a meek, humble, and charf~able spirit i 
~nd grant that V{e being delivered from the 11,ands of our en~ 
emies, may ~erve thee without fear, in holine9B and right~ 
~ousness before theeaIlou,r days, through lesus~hr~stJ o~~ 
plessed Lord ~nd on}y Saviour. Amm. - " " ' 

'A' Thanksgiving and Prayer in Pri:·cate on a Da!J; 
set apart by Authm'ity fi}r COTnrnemorating any; 
Nettforial Blessing or Deliverance. ' 

BLESSED and glo~ious God, the creator, governor, and 
judge of the 'world, and deliverer and continl,lal benefactol', 
I acknowledge thy great bounty and .goodness to these nao , 

'tlons, as well as to myself in particular. 
I adore thy infinite goodness, wisdom and power, where­

by thou sometimes pullest down one nation and settestup, 
another; and at other times makest one nation to be' a bless· 
ing and defence, or a plague 'Or scourge to another, in such 
a manner as serves best the interest of thy church~ lind most 
nlanifests thy providence over ~e w{)1'ld, and makest thJ 
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\c.iugdoms of it"; to the intent they shOuld not at any time; 
trust in the ann of ~csh, nor abuse thy blessings and f<l~ 
'lours; but fear and loye, serve andwors1}ip thee, who art 
a rewarder of them that seek thee. 

I render ~nfeigned thanks unto ~hee, 0 most gracious 
pod, thatthpugh ,for apr sins thou hast justly raised tip en­
-;mies, that see~ our ruin, yet thou hast not sl,l/fered them, 
so to prevail against us as to accomplish ~heir cn~el designs; . 
but hast hi~herto afforded Us counsel and s+rength to keep 
pif all, the dreadful calam\ties ~nA m;series of war, desola­
~lon. ~e~tractioni and slavery. . 

I tnank th~e for that !TIeOlsure pf tranquility, safety, and 
peace, we enjoy ~ that we are not disturbed 'by civil c;:om­
motions, b~t pqssess in safety, ~he many good things thou 
bestowestupop us i, and that we have a course of comq1on 
justice opel! ~o us ~. :l;ncl fo~ ~he wholesome ai~ and health of 
~ese countries. ' 
. I thaIl~ thee fat tIle grea~ p\enty a,nd fruitfulness of them; 
and the many good things we, by thy good providence, ob.1 
~ain from, other places; as well f~r hea,l~h a~d pleasure, as 
for food and nourish~ent. 

I thank thee, who "it the G(jd of aU orde~., an,d ~he sov~ 
reign good, happi~ess and ~efence of aU societies and states, 
for the e~cellent frame, and comtitution of 0llr C\vq gov~ 
~rnment and laws, <l;nd the V\'~~e and prllde~t admin~s~ra~i9n 
of them, for th,~ liberty and freeqom of our persons and es­
tat~s; whilst some people live under slavery, tyranny, atl~ 
oppression; and othe~s' ?re fOJced,to stJlange co~nt~~es {o~ 
~iberty <l;nd relief. 

B~essed be thy name, 0 mos~ merciful Lord God, that 
~hough for our sins thou hast frequently visited us, yet thou 
~ast always ~l,1 thy judgments rem~mbered mercy; and has~ 
~ot punished us acc9r~ing to o1;lr deserts, nor left us witho;: 
~ut some spesial marks of thr goo~ :providence, More par,;, 
t1c,ularly, 0 Lord, I ~lesll '\lld praIse ~hy holy name for the, 
mercies w~ich~we this day commemorate. _.' 

Fo~ ~hde and al~ o~herblessings thou, art pleased t9.'giv~ 
~nd <;;on~ill~e to us,bles$ed and praised be thy hot,y riame~ 
Ojlr Lord and goverllpr, who art excellent in !Ill ~he earth. 

And, 0 Lord, ~ he.seech thee to hear the prayers and ac­
cept the praises which, have been this qayoffered up unto 
&bee, by the people o( this land; all~ give us all iU"h, , 



500 

*".** 
.zense of thy' great goodness, as may engage us toa true arid 
suitable thankfulness; such as may appear in our lives by a 
poly and obedient walking befpre thee all our d~ys. . ' . 

Suffer us not to become proud or careless, and to forget 
thee the Lord our G?d, who has~ ,,?,rought such might)' 
works for us, and let this be the blessed fruit of 'all thy gra­
cious dealings towilids }is, that we fllay turn from the evil 
~f our ways, and liveasa people whom thou hast chosen, 
in so many remarkable instances, to be the peCl.lliar caFe of 
thy proviclenq:. ' . .. , '''"' 

Make us truly sensible, 0 Lord, that -it is thou, and thou 
O11,ly, that has done these great things for llS; and 0 let us 
never assume any thipg to ourselves; but from the consid~ 
eration of thy great georln~ss towards US, walk h~mbly be,. 
fore thee, and so behave ?ursdves in our several places and 
stations, with that love to thee, and charity to one another, 
with that dutiful subjection to his majesty, with that zeal 
for thy honour and glory, and with such a stedfast perse­
verance in thy pure and und,efiled religion, that thou may­
~st re~oice over us" to do lls go~d, an~ mayest. continue to 
LS, and our pos~enty, the blessmgs we now enJoy, and add 
to them such other mercies as thou in thy great wisdom and 
goodness seest needful for us, through the merits, and for. J 

t~le sake of thr Son, aI:!d ?~r on1r Saviour l,esus Christ: 
.ll'men. 

A Thanksgiving for 'I-"ictory ov~rour E'J!emies. 

o ALM.IGHTY J~ord, the most high God, who rulest i~ 
tl1c kingdoms of men, and dost whatsoever thou pleasest 
in heavtll and in earth! in lhy hand is power andmigh~, 
so that none is able ts withstand thee. It is thou that givest 
salvation ~nto kings, that deliyeres~ thy serv;)'llts from the 
lmrtfulsword.· . 

Thou hast' saved us f'fom our enemies, an,d put them to 
shame that hat~d us; It ""vas not by our ('}wn pO'wer and 
conduct that we have been so prosperous, nor did our.owll. 
3word or arm save us ; but thy right hand, and thy arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a' fa,;, 
your unto us. Thine, 0 Lbrd, is the greatnes~, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory. '. The LQrd is our 
'strength, and our song, and is become-our salva"tion;- ,Now, 
-therefore, our GQd; we thank thee,andp.raifle thyglorioiji 
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name. And, 0 what cause hast thou given us to rejd1t:£ 
in. dIy goodness, that though hast not given our enemies 
Clause to rejoice in our ruin! Great is thy mercy, 0 blessed 
Lord, and to thee alone be the whole praise and glory. 0 
makG us more sensible of this help at hand, in time of our 
need, and give us grace still to keep the memory of it in 
our greatful minds. 0 thou, I,.ord of hosts, who givest 
such safety and good success, wilt thou teach us also rightly 
to use thy great and marvellous kindness and love; that 
being delivered from the hands of 'our enemies, we may 
serve thee, in holiness and righteousIless all the days of our 
lives, and not fall into licentious condhct, as if we were de­
livered to comm~t ~bominations; so ,throwing ourselves ilito 
the hands of our spiritual enemies, after we have escaped the 
Other, but demeaning ourselves as the redeemed and obliged 
flf the Lord. 0 let us love and trust, and bless and praise 
the Reliever of our misery, the only giver of aU victory, and 
the God of all our J;l1ercies, for evenmd ever . 

.A Prayer and Thanksgiving upon the Anniversary 
Day 'If our Baptism. 

(From Bishop Cosin •. ) 

o LORD, heavenly Fathet, almighty and. evcflasting God~ 
who of thine infinu:e goodness toWards me, when. I Waiil 

born in sin, and was no other than an heir of everlasting 
wrath, didstvouchsafe that I $hould, as upon this day, be 
brirn again of water and the Holy Ghost in the blessed laver 
of baptism, being thereby made a member of Christ and 311 

heir of eternal life: For this thine inestimable favor I del 
here gratefully commemorate that happy day, and in most 
humble and hearty wise I do extol the riches of thy glori­
ous grace; in thy sight renewing that sacred VO\V which 
was then made in my name, to forsake this wicked world) 
and to live as a christian ought to do, in obedience to thj 
holy faith and commandments; most humbly beseeching­
thee of thy great mercy to pardon me all former breaches of 
my sotemn promise, and to endu.e me with the aSoistancc 
df thy Holy Spirit, that henceforth I may walk in newness of 
life, worthy of that blessed estate whereunto thou hast call­
ed me; and keeping myself UIlsp9tted from the world, the 
flesh and the devil, I may daily die unto sin, for which 
cause I W;\$ baptised into the t!tJath of Christ; and as I h~ve 
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had my pari: this day in the firstregenerati6n," so i m~Y:lt 
the last day have my part in the second and great regenera-" 
tion of the world, to live and reign with i:hee for ever» 
thro"ugh the merits of Jesus Christ olir Lfi)rd; Amelt; , 

A Prayer in time if Wah 
(from Jacob's Ladder, by l\Ir. Hall.) 

ALMiGHTY Lord God, thou art he on)y wblch givest 
victory; to thee it is aU one to save by many or by few: 
thou canst make one to ohase a tholtsand : thou canst caUse 
the hearts even of the l110st violent to ltielt, their hands to 
be weak, their minds to faint, ahd their knees to rall awat 
like water; if thou fight for US, we cahnot miscarry; if 
thou favour tis not; we must needs be discomnted: 0 be 
gracious unto us and be on our side, now that men are ris­
en rip against lis. Go olit, 0 Laid, with olir navies and ar- . 
rilies; give wisdom and courage to our captains; gird therrl 
with strength imio the battle; be thou i.vith our seamert and 
~oldiers, teaching their hands to war_ and their fingers to 
fight i Assist their cOhsuItations; prosper their policies~ 
crown. their enierprites with good sUccess; which, are un~ 
dertaken for the common good and comfort bf the state. 
Doubtless, 0 Lord, we deser<.re thine anger, andriur sins do~ 
cry aloud in thine ear for vengeance; and it were but just 
with thee, if thou shbuldst make us a prey and spoil unto 
bur enemies; but, 0 gracious God, let us now tall into thy 
hands, f01" thy mercies are great, and let~us not fall into the 
hands of men; let it appear that thou art in the i11.idst. bE 
US, and that we shall not b-;: mo+ed; that thou wilt help tiiJ~ 
3n"d that very early: And in thy due time set thou peace iri 
bu: borders, and make strong the ban; of mit gates; espe­
cially let the gospel 0'[ thy Son sound yet louder among us; 
th1lt by it many 50u1; may be gatherecf unto thee; so we thy 
people, and the sheep of thy pasture, shall praise thee for ever, 
and from generation to generation We will set forth i:hy'giory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayer in Public Comrnotions and Destractions. 
(From Mr. Jenks'.) 

ALMIGHTY I,ord, the righteous God! thy judgments are 
in all the earth; and it is no wonder if this wicked world 
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'Should be also-a troubles'orne world, where wars and iu~ 
mours 'of w-ar's are abroad, and the sword is making havock 
among -the nations:-; :ind t~qugh we pave hitherto been 
kept from such wasting calamities as have rwept away IIlUl­
titudes 'of our brethren1 yet thou, ~6r our sins, hast now 
broke a the, land, and made it tremble: 0 heal the ,breaches 
of it, for it shake'th. We have no sanctuary to fly to for 
refuge, but t~at mercy of thine, 0 good God, which we 
have so much and so often abused and despised; nor any 
help from trouble, but what we seek-at thy hands, who 
for our sins art justly disp,leased. 0 thou that waitept to 
be gracious, and whose mercy eudureth for ever; have 
£ompassion on us, and spare us, go04 Lord ; spare thr 
people whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood, 
and still signalisecl with thy wonderfu.l mercies; <,nd. turn 
us again, 0 Lord God of hosts; caUse thy .face to shine, 
and we shall be saved. 0 make us a way co escape out of 
those fears and dangers wherein our sins have involved us, 
that peace may be restored, and the gospe.l of peace in much 
mercy contiilued to us and our posterity, as long as the 
world endures. 0 that we may learn righteousness. ~ thy 
Ndgme:nts; artd nnt dare to go on .in our trespasses and re­
bellions against thee, when thou hast a €ontroversy with us, 
and art making inquisition fGr blood amongst. us; but iet 
us so turn to thee in the way of our duty, that thou mayest 
turn to us in a way of saving mercy; and seeing this is 
not our rest,' and little but alarms and commotions, and 
one deep calling to another, is to be expected in this uncer,. 
tain tumultuou, wolld, 0 that we may have our eyes fur,. 
ther thal1 the ends bf the earth, and lift them up to the Lord, 
from whom cometh cur help, and seek the continuing city 
to com',c, and lay up our rest !lnd oUT treasure in that king,., 
dam which cannot be mov",.1; that w<: may choose the 
good part which canpot be taken from us, and flee from the 
wrath to come, and have peace in our Lord,' and hope'in 
our death, even t11e hope of that eternal life, which is thy 
promise and gift, 0 blessed God, ihrdugh Jesus Christ.­
Amen • ./; -
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Two P1'ayersfora Day if PublIc Pasting and 
HumiZiation in 1'ime Q{ War."" 

o LORD, mast' good and powerful, we, thy sinrul peOkl 
pIe, assembled before thee, acknowledge it to be of thine 
uilspeakable mercr, that for our manifold and heinous pro. 
vocations, we are not utterly consumed, and given over for 
a prey to the enemy and avenger, .We confess, with sor. 
row and confu .. ion, our long unfruitfulness, under the 
means of grace, the light of thy Gospel, and the many 
wonderful deliverances, which thou, in thy great good~ 
n~ss, hath _ ~rF)uchsafed unto us. 0 Lord, shouldst thou 
enter imo judgment with us for our sins, for oUr profane.; 
ness and infidelity, our heresies and schisms, our exclu­
sive -pursuit of the business, or inordinate love of the 
1'1easures of the world, and our other numberless offences, 
thou mighrest justly inflict upon us the severity of thy 
wra-th, and deliv-u us ttp to the reproaches, and insults of 
our enemies. But there is mercy with thee, therefore 
shalt th('J~ be feared: thou art the Lord God, tender, and 
full of compassiun, not w:illipg that any should perish, but 
that all should repent and live. Look down therefore, we 
beseech thee, with an eye of pity, and loving kindness, up­
on thy servant" who with contrite hearts, bewail their. 
transgressions, and their wrytchedness. Let us, in this time 
of troubJ:e, still enjoy the light of thy countenance, and 
the btessing of thy bountiful hand ~ and so work upun our. 
hearts and minds, by the influences of thy Hol¥ Spirit, that 
being turned from the error of out ways, and created to 
newness of life, we may \v::>lkbeforethee, in: righteousness 
alld holineccs, in this world, and inherit thine everlasting, 
kingdom, in that which is to come, through the merits of 
J-esus Christ, our only mediator, and advocate. Amm. 

)J,forning Prayer. 

WE hum.b1y- beseech thee, most merciful God, tllat,by 
thy grace, thou wouldst keep alive in us, who have this day 
presumed to implore such great ble~sings' at thy hands, a 

, . 
"'This and the two followin.~ Prayers are taken out of the Form flf 

Prayer t:&ed on,the Fast-Day, l\:lay ~8. 1815. 
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constant sense of thy presence, and of 6ui' depertdence up· 
on thee. SUffer us not to fetllrn to our former sinfulness, 
·and disoqedience, nor again: to yield to those evil passions 
and desires, which h"ve brought down thy just judgments 
upon us: but save us, 0 God, both from our own cor­
ruptions, and. from forgbtfulncrss of thy great mer,cies to u.s 
for the sake of Jesqs Christ Cill,lr Lord. .dm~l1. 

A Pra~@r for. ow Enemies. 

. 0 LORD and heavenly Fathelt, who wouldst not that any 
should perish, but that all shoul,d come to repentance who 
hast commanded us to !oveout'enerriies, and to pray for 
'them which despitefully use us, have mercy we besee-ch thee, 
upon our adve.rsasies intlwpresent war. Deliver them 

.from the guilt of injustice, ohrfibition, and of blood; and 
dispose their hearts to equity arid peace. . Visit them, we 
pray thee, 'with thy spiritualbkssin g"; with reverellcefor 
thy holy name, thy word,and (jrd~nances; and gtantthem 

. to grow in grace, .and in the.'~now1edge of· our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Chri&t, z,nd ill' ~lr ~harity and godline~s of 
living. Let.all mutual olfenties; alld l}atred be reu10ved from 
our minds: and grant that, b~illgIeconciled one to anoth­
er, we inay un~te in striving to exart and magnify thy glo­
rious name,througl::. Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. 

A PralJer for Temporal Blesszngs,. 
(Fronl Mr. Nelson.) 

o GOD, heavenly Father, who by thy Son Jesus Christ 
hast promised to all them that seek thy kingdoin, and tqe 
righteousness thereof, all things necessary to their Qociily' 

. ~ustenance; send us, I beseech thee, such seasonable weath. 
er as may preserve to our use the kindly frtiits of ~he earth, 
and that in due time we may enjoy them. I acknowledge, 
o Loi1, that it ~s from thy gift the rain 90th fall, the earth _ 
is fruitful, beasts increase, and fishes do multi.ply; a.nd 
tho\l:gh for our sins we have worthily dese:ryed sqrcityand 
dearth, and have justly el'posed ourselves to be punished_ 
with grea~ s.ickness and mortality, and to be delivered into 
the hands of our enemies i yet for the sa:~e of thy ble!'sed 
Son, and upon ourONU tiue repentance, send us cheapness 
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and plenty, healthful' sea%)DS, unity, peace, and concord; 
ddiver us from lightning and tempest, from. pl'J:gue, pesti~ 
lenee, and famine, from battle and murder, and from sud .. 
den death. Increase the fruits of the earth by thy heavenly 
benediction, and grant that we receiving thy bouriti~ul li­
berality, may use the same to thy glory, the relief of tpose 
that are needy, and to our own comfort, through Je~l!s 
Christ .Qur Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer bl Time if Prosperity~ 
(From Jacop!s Ladder, byMr, Hall ) 

i-JE!1VENLYfa~her. Lon\ pf plenty, thou ~ho h~st,.cr(l­
ated the world by thy power, and continuest thy.love iri thf 
,providence and protection; to thee do l render t~anks' fo,! 
my plenty, and to theeda I dE::- th~ slcrifice of my store i 
whdt I have is thine, for the ~i\Tlh is tiline. and all that 
therein is, the compass of the worl~l, and they that dweil 
therein; it is thou only that givest a bJesf,ing t9 the fruits 
of the land, to the c@m, to the win,e, and to theoi!. ~t 
is thou only that comman~lest thy blessings,in th~ store­
houses) and in all that thy servants do ott their hands unto,: 
Lord, mai{e me one of thy faitLf,J serv,J~ts, that:whJt thou 
~ast sent Ire, may be it testimony pi thy iove,~I!d not of 
thy hatred ~ make me always to wagnify thq~ intb';tin'e 
of plenty, ar.d not to be high-minded,' nor trust in !ll1cer­
tain riches, hut ilj thee the living God; who' give'st me all 
things richly to enjoy: 0 suffer me not to treaS\lre up the 
deceitful riches of this siMul worlll, as thereby fo\'~ettillg to, 
b,e rich toward,S thee; but as from thy bci.~mty X n:'ceive 
these temporal hlessings,so in thy mercy make me ahound 
il1 grace;. 'that always havinKsufE~iency in all things, I m"y 
abound in every good work." . . 

In this my prosperity prepare me for adversity, if it shall 
please thef at any time to send it unto me ; give me a ~ense 
of the affiiLtions of many of thy saints and distressed set .. 
vants; and enlarge my heart, that I may be ready and for­
ward to contribute to their necessities; make me to shew 
mercy with cheerfuln,ess, and to possess with thankfulness 
what thou sendest unto me, that I m,lY neither foiget the{\. 
i'n thy poor members, no.; deny thee to be the giver ;, let me 
never stop mine ears' at the cries of the distressed who beg: 

'for relief in the name of thyself. ThouChri~tJ:who. wert 
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, rich, didst f.or my sake become poor, that so through thy 
poverty thou mightest make ,me rich: Lord; make me as 
willing . to k poor for thy sake, always considering tha~ 
the val~ities oftheearth are not worthy to be compared to 
the !~lnr'f t:ut shall be revealed. Make me labour for heav­
fIlly ric11cs and for the ornament of the hidden man of the 

. heart, iii d.~,t whicn is not corruptab1e, even the ornament 
~)f a meek an4 quiet spirit~ which is in ,thy sight of grea't 
price. Make me, 0 heavenly Farher, rich in thyselr rich 
in :~(lxlworks, and in faithJ .make Ine to buy of thee gold 
friedlrl the fire, th~t I may be rich; and white raiment, 
that I lnay be <;loqthed, that the shame of n,y nakedness 
m:1y rlOt appear, Let me always remember the great ac­
count which one day I Inust render to thee, the Lord of 
tJeaven 'and earth, that so I may serve thee here with my 
substance in my body, and ip my soul with zeal and de­
yotion~ and hereafter be received to thine everlasting glory, 
through the meri>s of the Son of thy bosom~ J.;:sus Christ) 
my only Lord and Saviour. limen;' 

Two Thanksgivings to be 'lIised in time qf Flar'cest. 

~From the ~ook of CO!;nmon Prayer of the Prot. Epis. Church in the U, S,) 

MosT gracious God, .. by .whose knowledge the depths 
are broken up and the c~uds drop down the dew; we yield 
thee unfeig~1ed thanks and' pta~e, as for all thy mercies" so 
e~pecially for the returns of seed-time and harvest, and for 
crowning the year with thy goodness, in the increase of the 
ground and the gathering in of thre fruits thereof. And 
we beseech thee, give us a just sense of this great mer­
cy; stich as may appear in our lives, by an humble, holy, 
and'obedient walking before thee all our days, through Je­
s.usChrist our Lord.1 to. whQm with ~hee and the Holy 
Chost, be all giory and honour) world without end. Amen. 

o MOST mer.ciful Father, who hast blessed the labours o~ 
the ~usbandman in the returns of the fruits of the earth; 
we. give thee hqmble and hearty thanks for this thy bounty ~ 
~eseechil1g thee to c'mtinue thy loving kindness to us; that 
our land may still yield her illcrease, to thy glQry and o-ar 
comfort) through Jesus Christ our Lord~ Amen, 



A Family f1'ayer for the morning of a Fast-Day." 

o TfIOU: supreme ruler, King of kings, and Lord oflords, 
';,ve would recollect penitently confess and humble' ourselves· 
before thee this day, for all our sins and transgressions; 
that we may earnestly implore the free and full forgivenes·s 
of them, and plead \Yith thee for the blessings of thy prov­
idence and grace. 

Help us, 0 Lord, to perform this reasonable service, iI\ 
such a manner that we may meet with thy approbation 
and obtain thy blessing. Blushing and confusion of face 
belong unto \IS, 0 Lor!i, fgr We have forsaken the Lon~ 
that made us, and lightly esteemed the rock of oursalva­
tion. We have all sinned, we have done foolishly, from 
the least to the greatest of us; neglecting our duty; doing 
~hat which we ought not to have done; We have ad4e~ sin 
to sin, till il1iquity might prove our ruiri~ 

Grant unto us, 0 L(1rd, this morning .. and t() thy· people, 
in general, a spirit of true repentance, that we may b.e the 
~etter prepared for the public humiliations of the day, and 
help us t~ confess our sins with such contrition of spirit, 
and such fixed n:s?lution to forsake them, that we may 
have ground to enco~rage ourselves in thy mercy; for 
though our sins, 0 Lord ~retob heavy to be borne, they are 
~ot too many or great t9 be fo:rgiven. For thou art the 
Lord God, who ddjghtes~ j~ mercy;. with thee there is for­
g:iveness that thou maytst he feared, and p\qlteo.us redemJ,J­
ilOn that thou mayest be had in re1[erence~ Le~ ~his l;>e aq 
~cc;:eptable day to thee our God; s\lch a fast ~,~ thou has~ 
Fh~en. Moy our souls be afHicted and hUl;nb,led, and bow­
:~d ao\vn, and we cast away our sins with such detes~ati01' 
:;;.nd abhorrence that we may never take thet:n \lP ag<t~n,. no~ 
41ave,any thing more .to do with idols. < 

May thy presence go w\lh us to the assembly 9£ thy' saints, 
lind with the deepest soIe~nity may we pres,cnt the sacr~~ 
~ce of a broken arid cO\ltrite heart. 
. W ~ thank th'ee, heave~Iy Father, that we are yet in a si~­
'\lation to perforw this reasonabk service, that thou hast not 
'Cast us out of thy villLyard, !Jor cut us dQ~n for our Ull,· 

~This and the two followlnj!: prayers are from a Pra.yer Book for the use 
llf Families, pu\llished iu New,Hampgj1ire., 
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frtiittulne~s. May thy long-suffering prove salvation -tn W'; 
imd the goodness of Gud lead us to repentance. 

We would humply refer ourselves and all our concer-ns 
to thee, and commit them 00 thy keeping, rejoicing in hope. 
that though in this world we have tribulation; in thee we 
shall have peace; and that,. being. conducted by thy good 
providence through the cllangesof life, thou wilt be met­
ciful with Us in the interesting change ofdeatn, and coit.;. 
duct us safely fo those blessed abodes from ~henct; sorrow 
and sighing flee away, where none of the inhabi~allts shall 
say they are sick, nor any need sympathy or compassion; 
where glory, honour, thanksgiving and I?raise~ win be in­
cessantly ascribed to Father, Son and Holy Ghost fot'ever~ 
Amen. 

A Family Prager for the Evening if ii . Tltllnlaj;;.· 
givingwDa!j. 

ALMIGHTY and most merCiful God, be pieased to accept 
the praise, and to hear the supplications that have been prew 
sen ted to thee, this day; .and may all our acts of publi8 
and private devotion be followed with a blessing. 

We give thee thanks, Father of mercies, in a particulat 
rtlanlu;r fot those blessings, which thou hast been pleased 
to bestow upon us, in the course of the present year. -Thou 
hast graciously cared for us; .and the year has been crown­
ed with thy goodness. Thou hast not left thyself without 
witness, in that thou hast ,done good, given us rain fmoo 
heayen, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food 
ana gladness. By the influence and blessing ~f thy: good 
providence the val lies have been covered with corn, and-the 
little hills have rejoiced on every. side; the tre.es have ridd­
ed their fruit, and we have wherewith, now ,at the cle5e-or 
the year to come before thee, our bountiful benefactor" w;itb 
a meat and a drink offeting _ 0 that the sweet incense.of 
praise might arise this day, (rom the aharof every hear.1'1, 

and come up before thee with acceptance, beillgperfumed 
wjth the meritorious blood of thy SOIl. 

Graciousty continue to us, we beseech thee, those mer ... 
ties we enjoy, both public a'nd private, and may we be dis-­
posed and enabJed wiseIy tQ Impwve them. Maj we~ and 
may thy people ever manifest the sincerity of,ourgratitu4e. 
~o thee, for thy great goodlil~ss by cheer.fuJly resigning our" 



s~lves to thy will, 
commandments. 

*'*'*';t 
and constantly living in obedience to thY' 

May the revolving seasons remind us of the rapid flight 
of our days: with seriousness may we be frequently contem~ 
plating their end: and while we necessarily labour for the 
meat that perisheth, let us not neglect that which endureth 
to everlasting life; but be laying up treasure in heaven; 
whither Christ \s gone to prepare mansions for his people; 
for those mansions may we be prepared, and in the end of 
our days receive the end of our faith, the salvation of our 
souls. 

To thy protecting care we commend all that we have thig 
night. Shield us from danger, and refresh us with quiet 
repose; and awaken us in thy goodness. ... 

This our evening sacrifice we o~~r in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for whom we thank thee, in whom we hope to be 
found, and to whom, with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be 
rendered everlasting praises. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Family in time qf TVar; 
o THOU, who rulest without control in the armies of 

heaven, and among the inhabitants of earth; thou givest 
. not account of t11Y wcys to men; nor may any say unto thee, 
what doest thou? Though tbou coverest thyoelf with lighi:~ 
as with a garment, yet as to us thou makest darkness thy 
pavillion round about. By terrible things in rightcoutness 
dost thou plead with men, and makest thyself known by the 
judgments which thou exec-utest. . 

Help us 0 Lord to exercise suitable affections of sour in 
our present unhappy and threatening circumstances. Thou 
hast permittedene.mies. to rise up ::gainst, to setk our hurt, 
and disturb olir peaceable, enjoyment of this good land which 
thou hast givtn us. 

We acknOWledge, 0 Lord, that we have forfcW'!d all.our 
mercies into thine hands and deserve thy severest rebukes; 
but what cause have we given to out enemies to justify their 
indignation P Judge between us and our adversaries, 0 thou 
governor among the 118.tioris, and direct us in defending our 
righteous cause. EspeCially give wisdom to those who are 
entrusted with the management of tl1e great affairs of the 
nation. May they be dIrected of the£, in ltilfiilihg thi! 
duties df their stations, particulatly at such a time as this. 
May integrity and uprightness ~reserve them, and wisdom 
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~e. beHer to therp, than weapons of war. '; Di$pos~ our erie .. 
nlles to reas~nable terms Of accomf!1odabon, and may our 
ways be 'So dtrected to please thee, that our enemies shall be 
at peace with us. For, 0 Lord, we deprecate the effusion 
~f human blood, and sincerely pray that thouwouldst scatter 
the people that delight in war. .,'" 
. But; 0 Lord, if thou seest it necessary further to ch~stise 
J,lS, ~nd to continue us under this awful calamity, preserve 
Us from dissensioIl;s, <:triimqsi:ti~s, a.nd divisions among our~ 
selves; . uni.te the hearts of. this people as one man, inspire 
them withfirmriess) magnanimity ~d patience; form our 
generals for counsel and for action;' go forth with our ar';' 
mies ;teaeh their hands to war, and their fingers 'to fight; 
that they may play the man for their people in the defence 
of their invaluable privileges; and do thou, 0 1,.od, cova 
their heads in the day of battle, crown them with \'~ctorYJ 
and make their enemies to be ashamed • 

. , . Sanctify to l1S"W~ ,beseech thee, 0 Lord, the awful ca.; 
lamity, arid prevent the usual immoral effects of such a state 
of things. May we, 0 Lord, from thy judgments learn 
r,ighteousness ; . and may we be prepared for a reign of per­
fect peace; and a society in perfect concord in thy immedi.;. 
ate pr~se~ceabove: '. .. .; ;. . " 

And, 0 Lord, we beseech thee, 111 the mIdst Qf all chas-
fening, whether it continue longer or shorter, or however it 
may terminate, remember us with spiritual ble.ssbgs, rain 
qo~n righteousness upon us; begin an9 carryon a work of 
reformation; and the more we see of troubles; distresses 
and disappointments hd·.e; the I?ore thankful may webl~ for 
that glorious, gOGpelwhi~~. enables us to look b.e~ond them 
to a world of perfect fehCIty, and the more SOhCltoUS, may 
we be, to heprepar~d to join the countless number, in the 

. regions of immortality, in ascribing blessing and honor, 
thanksgiving arid praise, to him that sitteth on the 'throne 
and to the Lainb, forever and ever. Amen. 

A Pifa{jer to be used at the Close or Beginning iff 
a Yeal";* . 

ETERNAi Jehovah, ,vh6se riature is unchangeable, arid of 
whose years there is no end; we bless thee that; amid:lt all 

J ".This pr~yer !~ taken 'from :t lirriall collecti~!l of praytrs publiahed ill. 
Ilr'i!.ttlebor"llgh, Vermollt .. 

2Q 
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the vicissitudes and dangers to which we are subject, tbou 
makest our lives thy care. Hitherto the Lord hath helped 
u,. Goodness and mercy have followed us all the'days of 
our lives. We would now particularly call to mind the 
lriercie:s of the last year. ,Blessed be God for all Qur mer­
cies, personal and relative, temporal and spiritual, with 
whicW the past year has been crowned. . 
- To thy care, directioh~ an~ blessing we co~mlt ourselves 

alid each other for the followmg part of o?r lives, and espe~ 
dally for the year ensu.ing. We know not what even a day, 
and much less what a year may bring forth; nor would we 
wish to know; It IS enough for us to be assured that our 
times are in thine hands. There we cheerfully leave our­
selves and all our concerns, praying and believing that thou 
wilt order all things wisely and graciously for us. 

We pray, with submission to thy sovereign will, that thou 
would;et continue our lives, and preserve our health and com- , 
forts to the c1oseof another year. But especially we ptay 
that thou wouldst prepare us for, arid sanctify to us the 
events of it, whatsoever they may be. ' 

We wou.ld humbly lament the sins of the year pastA as 
well as the former sins of our lives. We beseech thee, of 
thine infinite mercy, to pardon them; and grant us grace 
to watch and strive against the repetition of them. May 
:all old things pass away, and all things become new. 
\ We desire to begin the new year with God. W'e wouIc1 

anew commit ourselves to thy care, and consecrate ourselve~ 
to thy service. And having done so, we desire cheerfully 
to refer all future events to thine infinite wisdom, and fath. 
erly goodness. As every year which passes brings us 
neareI' to death and eternity, may it find us better prepared 
for our great change. We know not but this year may be 
our last: God grant that it may be our best. If thou hast 
so decreed that this year any of us should die, 0 grant that 
death may be no 1 errol" to us. May we be dying daity to sin 
,and the j:resent world, so that whenever we quit this mor­
tal life, we may enter upon that infinitely happy one which 
shaH never en~. May the close of every yea,!, and every 
day find us WIser and- better; mor~ happym oUHe1ves, 
more useful to others, and more meet for .that world where 
days and years shall be unknown, and time shall be no mora, 
ln, thy presence may we all spend a blessed etemity. 
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A Prayer for the King, the Royal Family, andfor 
- all Rulers and Magistrates. _ 

. (From the Whole Duty of Man.) 

ALMIGHTY Lord, by whom kings do reign and princes 
decree justice, and who hast commanded me to pray for 
kings, and for all that are in ,lUthority; I both in duty and 
inclination become a petitioner to t.hy divine majesty for 
George thy servant, our king .and govern9r. Give thy 
judgments, 0 God, unto him, that he may judge thy peo­
ple righteously, and brea'k their enemies in pieces. Bless 
him with the spirit of· government, to punish the wicked, 
and to reward the good. Make him sensible of his duty to 
thee, and his subjects obedient to him for thy sake. Fill his 
heart with thy fear'and love, that the righteous may flour­
ish in his days, and abundance of peace, with the liberty 
and free profession of the gospe1. Defend him frOin all 
secret conspiracies and open violence. Bless his arms Y/ith 
success and victory. Direct his councils, and pr0sper all 
his endeavours for the welfare of these nations; so that his 
government may flourish with happiness a!1d prosperity. 
And finally , grant that he may so rule in this earthly king­
dom, that he may come to live and reign with thee in thy 
heavt::nly kingdom tor evermore. I humbly beseech thee, 
o Lord, to bless our gracious queen Charlotte, and all the 
toyal family: endue .them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them 
with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happmess ; 
and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom. Bless all our 
rulers and magistrates with spirits suitable to their stations; 
and make all that are put in authority under the king truly 
and indifferently administer justice, for the punishment of 
wickedness and vice, and for the maintenance of thy true 
religion and virtue: endue them with wisdom to under~ 
stand, with hearts to consider, and with abilities to repair 
the bt:eache5 and to redress th'e grievances of all such a! 
come before them. And grant ~hat all rulers may 50 gov~ 
ern, find subjects so obey, that they may always deserve thy 
heavenly grace, assistance, protection, -an~ salvation; which 

- I ask in the name, and for the sake and nghteousness of thy 
son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. ~mm. 



, A Prayer for the Clergy. 
\ 

(From t~e Whole Duty of rrr<l,n.) 

o Gon, who of thy great gooClness hast set apart an OT-e 

der of men on purpose to guide and govern \lS,' ~o direc~ 
and assist us in matters of Ollr eternal salva~ion ; grant, that' 
ali those, who dedicate themselves to the servie;e of thy al. 
~ar, q1ay be inw~rdly moved by thy holy spirittd take upon 
fhem that sacred miniftration, ; that their c.on5ciences may 
~estify to them, that, by engaging in this holy <;:aUing, their 
c.hief de/ign is to serve thee, to promQty thy glory, and to 
edify thy people. For which end, I h~mbly pray tha,t they 
may make. thy word the chief subject of their studies; that, 
they may thencein&tl'uq thy people cOq1m~tted to their 
~harge, and silence gainsayers; that they may faithfully 
and d:ligently adtninister thy holy sacraments; that th~y may 
labourin season and out of season, by private and public ad~ 
monitions and exhortat\ons ; that they may mairJta~n peace 
and love among all christians1 ;In,(l frarn,e th;,:mseIves an~ 
their families, accordil~g to the precept~ of thy holy gospel. 
Grant also that I may always reverence and re~pect them" 
because they have a peclliiar re~ation to thee; tnat I may 
sincerely love them, because of the qenefits I receive by 
their administrations; that I may \e~diJy and cheerfully 
provide for their maintenance, because the Lbrd hath or­
dained that they who preach the gospel shold live 9f the 
gospel, and that he that is taught ~n the word ought to. 
communicate to him that teaches in .all good things; that 
I \1lay never rob them of their just rights, by the least sac· 
rilegious encroachment; that I may earnestly pray for them, 
becau~e thy divine assistance is so necessary to crown their 
labours. with success. And, above all, make llfC careful to 
obey those who have the rule over me; because they watch 
fl)r my soul~ as they that must give an account: that so, by 
a fai~ful discharge of my duty to my spiritual sljpyriors, I 
may contin~e a se~ond member of thy church, here upon 
earth, an,d may live fO.r ever in the society of the Churcl1 
triumphant in ~e,\van, ~inging praises. and halle1uhjahs to 
the blessed and glqrious Tr~nity, Father, Son, and Holy 

.. Ghost. ilmm. 
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. (From Mr. Jenks.) 

The :Author's Prayer for ltirnself a's'a ~liJ/istef'. 

o BLESSED Jesus, my Lord and my God! what Bigb. 
honour hast thou done me in calling me to the office which 
thou wast pleased to take upon thyself I who came.st not to 
be ministered to, but to minister, and to preach the gospel of 
thy kingdo~, and teach the way of salvation. All glory be 
to thee, who hast been pleased so to dignify me ; but as 
thou thy&elf, the head of the corner, are to 'some a stone of 
stumbling, and ll.rock of ofFence; ,so thy messengers are t~ 
them that perish, the savour of death unto death, as well z,s 
to theTll that are saved, the savour of life unto life. And if 

. thy wi"e and holy servant asked, Who is suf1,icient for these 
things? well may I, a \feak and sinful creature, tremble 
under the work of the ministry, lest the blood of those th,lt 
perish, through my neglect alid default, ,hould be required 
at my hands; and lest when I have shewed others thl;! way 
to heaven, I myself should be shut out ; but I look unto 
~hee, 0 Lord my life, my strength, and m'y ~edeemer, who 
hast appointee! nie in this station, to ~t me also for it. 0 t]:lou 
that ordainest str<::ngrh out of the mOl\ths of babes and suck~ 

l.lings, magnify tl1Y power in my weakll<::ss I and shew tbyself 
so graciou,Jy and mightily 0;'1 my behalf, th<1t I may do all 
thillgs.as I ought, through Chriot strengthening me. 0 h:t 
me learn from thee what I shall teach concerning thee. 
Open my understanding, 0 Lord, that I may well under~ 
stand the scriptures, aI!d rightly divide the word of trut h j, 

and be able, by souad doctrine, both to. exhort and conviI~ce 
the gain.~sayers. 0 make us wise to win souls, and watch_ 
ful OVer theTll.as one that must give an account of them; not 
entangling myself in the affairs of this life, put waiting 0.\1 
my min:istry , tal<.ing lleed to myself, and ~b my doctrine i 
studying to' shew myself approved to God, and'thorC\.lghly 
furnished to every good work.' Give me skill anq Cl,mducr~ 
prudently to steer my course through all the difficulties iu 
my way; and give me patienfe and courage to. withstand 
all tfiitUlts and opposition which I have to encouLter. 0 
my Lord, be with tne, and guide me, and help me, <:nd 
strengthen and sl.!ccour \TIe, nQw and alway~, in .. the gr<::;,t 
work lying upon me. Open to me a door 9f utteranc~, that 
I may speak thy word as l ought to speak; and make me 
faithful, and diljgen~, and successful in my sacr<::d caHill!;.; 
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doing thy work as thy workman, that need not be ashamed; 
:not preaching myself, but Christ Jesus the Lord; nor seek. 
ing the praise of men, but the honour of my. God; yea, 
make me an example pf aU the holy properties, and praise. 
'Worthy practices which I preach to others; that I may not 
lay upon them 'the burdens which I refuse to bear myself; 
li:t1t go before, them -in the ways which they are to follow:, 
hoId~rg forth the word of life in my conversation, as well 
as in my doctrine ;_ that I may shine with a convincing light 
tothem ; and not lay a stumbling block before them; neither 
making the heart of the righteous sad, nor strengthening the 
hands of the wicked; nor giving just offence to any, but 
approving myself, as far as I am able, u~eful and beneficia~ 
to all; keeping under my body, and bringing it into subjec­
tion, Jest that, by any means, when I have preached to oth~ 
en, .. I myself should be a cast-away. 

And, 0 thou that givest the increase, command a bless. 
5ng, I pray thee, upon all my studies and endeavours, that 
I may not spend my strength for nought, nor labour in vain; 
but that I may make full proof of my ministry, and be in. 
liitmmelltal, through thy grace, to convert the unconverted!. 
-and to build up them that are in any measure sanctified; 
;Inn so, to save myself, and those that hear me, that when 
I have finished my cou rse, I may give an account of my 
;;te\vardship with joy, and not with grief; and receive the 
crown of righteousness at thy hands, not for my merits, 
hut for thy mercy's sake. Amen. Amen. 

Lord Bacon/s Prayer. 

MOST gracious Lord God, my merciful Father; my Cre­
ator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. Thou,O Lord, soun­
der,t and searchest the depths and secrets of all hearts; thou 
admowledgcst the upright of heart; thou judgest the 
hypocrite; thou ponderest men's thoughts and doings as 
in a balance; thou measurest their intentions as with a 
line; vanity and crooked ways cannot be hidden from 
thee. Remember, 0 Lord, how thy'servant hath 
walked before thee; remember what I have first sought, 
and what hath been principal in my intentions. I have lov~ 
ed thy assemblies, I have mourned fer the divisions of the 
('ht\fch~ I have delighted in the brightness of thy sanctuary. 
The vine which thy right hand hath planted in this nation, 
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I have ever prayed unto thee, that it might have the firs! 
and the latter rain, and that it might stretch its branches 
to the seas, and to the floods. The state and bread of the 
poor and oJ~pressed have been precious in mine eyes; I ha'il~ 
hated all cruelty and hardness of heart; I have (tho i9crh itt 
a despised weed) procured the 'good of all men. ~lfanl, 
have been my ene)Jlies, I thought, I~otcf them, neithei''\lafh 
the sun set upon my displeasure, 'but I have been as a dove, 
free from superfluity of maliciousness. ,Thy creatures bve 
been my books, but thy scriptures fi"jiiclimore. l: ~e 
sought thee in courts, in fi, Ids, and in gardens; but I h;tve 
found thee in thy temples. ,,'~Th~tlsands have beepi 
my sins, and ten thousands my transgr~ssi0ns) but thy sane'; 
tifications have remained with me, arild n'ly'heart (thlrOugh 
thy grace) hath been an unqueuched coal lipan thine alta .. 

o Lord, my strength! I have since my youth met 
with thee in all my ways, by thy fatherly compassions, by 
thy comfortable chastisements, and by thy most visible prov~ 
idence. As thy favours have encreased upon me, so !lave 
thy corrections; yet thou hast been always near me. And 
ever as my worldly blessings were exalted, thy secret dartr; 
have pierced me; and when I have ascended before men, ~ 
have descended in humiliati()fi before thee. And now, when 
I thought most of peace and honour, thy hand is heJ"Y uF'" 
on me, and hath humbled me according to thy former loy.. 
ing kindness, keeping me still in thy fatherly school, not as; 
a bastard, but as a child. J list are thy judgment~ upon me 
for my sins, which are more in number than the sands Df 
the sea! Earth, heavens, and all these, are nothing to thy 
mercies. Besides my innumerable sins, I confess before 
thee, that I am a debtor to thee for the g~';H:io'Us talent of 
thy gifts and graces, which I have neither put into a napki!]~ 
nor put it, as I ought, to exchangers, where i.t might h"we 
made best pro nt, but mis-spent it in things for which I was: 
least fit; so I may truly say, my soul hath been a strange1" 
An the course of my pilgrimage. Be merciful unto me, 0 
Lord. for my Saviour's sake~ 2>l'!d receive m(! into thy bDSO~ 
or guide me in thy wap. 

Prince Eugene"s Pmyer, 

o MY God! I believe in thee~ do ~hou Gtre:;gthen :11.:1' b:­
lief; I hope in t.~~e" 10 ~;")M con5:rm ::elY ~,ope; I, hv,:, the,; 



vou.chsafe to redouble my love; I am sorry for my sins,d 
increase niy repentance; I adore thee as my first pcinciple, 
1 desire thee as my last end; I thank thee as my perpetuai 
b~l1efa<;tor, I call on thee as my supreme. My God! be 
pli·ase;.l to puide me by thy wisdom, rule me by thy ju.tice, 
¢cirrifi)tn-.I:: by thy mercy"and keep me by thy power; to 
th'~e I" dedicate all my. tho,tights, words. and actions; that 
her~1i;2:forth I m:ly~hihkofthee, speak of thee, act according 
{c) thy will, and $:ijffi£for thy sake; Lord, my will is sub­
j:.::ct to thine inwli#;t~:ver thou willest, becaupe it is thy will. 
Fbe.seech thee',t1iiITghien my understanding; to give bounds 
t9)thy will, ~o:~#rift!-:'rbody, to sanctify my soui; enable 
me, 0 my God I },?q'p\;;lte my past offences, to conquer my 
future telllptatio~15; tp':l;educe the passions that are too strong 
for me, and to· pr~ciice the virtues that be~ome me. d fill 
my heart with a t~nder remembrance of thy fai,'ours, an 
aversion for my infirmities, . a love for my neighbours, and 
a contf:l11pt for the world; let me also remember to be sub.:­
missive to ":y superiors, charitable to my enemies, faithful 
to my friends, and indulgent to my inferiors; d; my God! 
help me to over~ome pleasure by mortification, covetous­
ness by alms, anger by meekness, and lukewarmness by de~ 
votion. 0 God! make me prudent in undertakings, cour­
ageous in dangers, patient under disappoj'ltmenrs, and hum~ 
ble in success. Let me n;:v'cr forgr:'t, \) Lord! to be fer­
vent in prayer, temperate ia food, exact in toy employs; and 
constant iIi my resolutions. Inspire me, 0 Lord! with ,a 
desire to have always a quiet cOriscic:nce, and outward mod~ 
esty as well as inward; an edifying conv:CTs:l.t;C'rl, and reg~ 
ular conduct; let me always ~,prly my,,~lf to resist nature, 
to assist grace, to keep thy commands, and deserve to be' 
l'aved .. My God! do thou convince me of 'i1<: meanness of 
the earth, the greatness of heaven, the shortness of time, 
jnd the length of eternity. Gram that I may be prepared 
for death, that I lTIay fear thy judgment, avoid hell and ob-, 
tain paradise; for the sake and merits of my Lord aad Sav~ , 
lour Jesus Chritit. limen. 



PRAYERS FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS~ 

;..4 JJforning Prayer to be used by the Masters or 
Mistresses; and Scholars~ 

-(From Mr. Lewis.) 

PRAISED be the Lord, from the rising up of the sun to 
~he going down of the S'lme. ,Thou art our God, and we 
wil! praise thee: Thou art our Gcid and we will thank thee. 

Thou hast Hiade lis after thine own image; thou daily 
preservest and providestfor us: Thou hast redeemed us by 
the precious blood of thy dc:ar Son; thou hast given us thy 
holy word for our direction" and prcimi~ed thy Holy Sl,jrit for 
our assistance: Thou hast raised up to us friends and bene­
factors, who have taken care of our education and instruc­
tion; thou hast brought tis together again this morning, to 
teach and to learn that which may be profitable to us. 

For these an0 all thy favour, spiritu,ll and temporal, our 
souls do bless and magnify thy holy mrrie, humbly beseech. 
ing thee to accept this our morning sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
, And do thou, 0 Lord, who hast safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day, defend -us in the same by thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day vie fall into no sin, neither 
run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may 
be ordered by thy got'crnance, to do always that which is 
righteous in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Particu:arly we beg thy blessing upon oUt present under. 
taking. Prevent us, 0 Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most gracious f<\vour, and further us wi,h thy. continual 
help, that in these and all our works, begun,continued and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and finally by 
thy mercy obtain everlasting life, through JesuS Christ our 
Lor,!!. 

'Ve humbly acknowledge, 0 Lord, the great imperfection 
and disordet both of our minds, and of our lives; that we are 
'unable to help ourselve~, <llid unworthy thy as"i&tance: But 
we beseech thee, through the merits of our blessed R ed':'_~'1m 
er, to pard<Jn our off~nces, to enlighten OlJr understandings, 
to strengthen' Ollr memories, to sa;}ctify our hearts; and to 



gUIde OUT lives. Help us, we pray thee, to learn and to prac;; 
tlte those thirigs which are good. that we may become ser!;;' 
ous christians, and useful in the world; to the glory of thy 
great name; the s<lllctificalion of those who have 50 kinJly 
providc-d for our ,ouls and bodies, and our own present and 
future weil-being. , . . 

Bless and defend ,:we beseech thee, from all theIr enemies, 
our most gracious Sovereign Lord K.ing George, and ::dl the 
royal bmily. Let thy blessings be also bestowed upon ~1l 
those in authority under his majesty in church and state; 
as al~oupon all our friends and benefactors; particular'y 
those who are concerned in the care of this ~chool. Pros­
per thou the works of their hands: 0 Lord, prusper theu 
their hanoy-work. 

The"e prayers, both for them and oursehes, we humbly 
offer up in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ our RedeEmer, 
concluding in his most pt:rfcct form of ","ords. 

Our Father, &c. 

An Evening Prayer to be used by the lI-fasiers of 
ft1istres~es, and Sclzolars. 

(From Mr. Lewis.) 

ACi:EPT, we beseech thee', 0 Lord, bUr evening sacrifice 
of praise 2nd thanksgiving for all thy goodness and loving.; 
kindness to us; p~nticularly fur the blessings of this d:ay, for 
thy gracious protection and preservation, for the opportuni­
ties we have enjoyed, for the instruclion and improvement 
of our minds, for all the comforts of this life, and the hope 
of life everla.ting, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Vole humbly acknowledge, 0 Lord, that we are 2ltogeth .. 
er unworthy ,of the least of all thy favours; that we con..;. 
tinually fall short of our duty, and have too often trans" 
gre~sed thy hnly laws. 

Forgive, most n:erciful Father, we humbly pray thee, all 
the errors and tramgres:-ions ".:hich thou hast beheld in us 
the ddY F"st, and help \.5 to exp,ess our unfeigned sorrow 
for what has been amiss. by our c"re to amend it. 

"\Vhat we know not, do thou teach us; instruct I:lS all in 
the p:uticulars of our duty, both towards thee, and towad,s' 
men; and give us grace alw;:ys to do tllOse things which 
<Ire good .and wCll-ple"sing in iiJy sight, through J csus Chri~t 
pur Lord. 
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'Whatsoever good instructions have been here given us this 
~hy, grant that they may be carefully remembert.d, and du­
ly followc:d; and whatsoever good desires thou hast put in­
to an y of our hearts, grant that by the assistance of thy , 
grace they may be brought to good effect, that thy name 
may have the honour, and we, with those who are assistant 
to U3 in this work of our instrl.\ction, may have comfort at 
th> day of account, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
'. Lighten our darknessr we beseech thee, 0 Lord, and by 

thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this nig~'[; cu:itinuc: to. us tllc bkasings which we enjoy, 
and help \j~ to te;tify our tllJ.nkfulness for them, by a due 
use and imDrovem':!It of them. 

Bless ane! defend, we br::;r::cch thee, f., om all their enemie~, 
our most gracious SovC:l'eigl1 Lord King George, and all the 
ro~&~~ . 

Bless also all tho~e h amhrJriry in church and state, to­
gether with all our fl ie!ll\o and benefactors, particularly 
thl)se who are concerned in the Clre of this school, for 
whom we are hOllnll in "spc:ciaJ man,1c:r to pray. Bless this 
and all other schools for l'eii"i().li'i and .truly christian educa­
tion. And direct and prosper all pIOUS endeavours for the 
prop'lgatioll of thy gospd, and pr.o.moting christian knowl-
edge in the world.' > -

These prayer,; and prai~eq we humbly offer up to thy di­
vine majesty, through the mc:0.i;1tion of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; in whose holy name and words we sum up aI! 
our de~in.:s. 

Our Father, &c. 

JJIorning Pmyer, proper for a School; oj(, 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, Creator and Preserver 
of all m.mkinJ, be pleased to accept our thanks for every 
mercy, and especially for having preserved us through an~ 
other night: grant thy blessing up'Jn .the several tasks as­
~igAecl us this day: gralit that every eVil a~d corrupt affec­
tion may be subd ued in us, and that our l111nds may. be duly 
preparcJ to le;ml those thil1;!,s which for our profi.t may be 

'Thi, and the followillg pr"yer are fr0ID a short Catechism printed a~ 
JjJa>lbury (;onnec ticut. .. , 
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taught: give us a laudable ambition ~C\ excel in tho.se ;tudie% 
which shall make US honorable to our parents and friends, 
useful to ourselves and our fellow-creatures; ornaments of 
thy church and kingdom here on the earth, and meet par­
takers of everlasting happiness in the world to come. Thes.e 
thing,;, and whatever else thou shalt see ne{:essalT and con­
venient for us, we humbly beg. in the name and ~0r the sake 
of Jesu~ Christ our Lord, who in compassion to Oil! infir~ 
¢ities bth taught us to pr<1y~ sayillg, 

Our Father, &c. . 

An Evening Prayer fir [t School. 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, we implore thy 
blessing upon us this night, and thy gracious protection to 
defend us from evil. As it is from thee that every good 
and perfect gift cometh, so we implore the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit to enlighten the minds of the youth now 
assembled in this house, which is set apart for instruction 
in thy holy word, as well as in various branches of human 
learning. Endue them with a teachable disposition, a reten~ 
tive memory, clearness of judgment, sweetness of ten per, 
love for one another, and a desire to profit by all the means 
of acquiring ~nowledge afforded them by thy good provi­
dence And enable thy serv~nt, 0 Lord to do the duty of 
the office wherein he is placed, that so, the youth, commit­
ted to his cha:ge, may make progress in their several stud­
ies, and increase in favour with God and man, to the glory, 
of thy great name, and their own h3ppiness and comfort ; 
through Je"us Christ our Lord, who has taught us to pray 
in his prevailing name, and most perfect and acceptable 
form of words, saying, . , 

Our Father, &c. 

A Prayer to be used bfjOre the E:t'Planation of the 
Catechism. 

(From the J"iturgy of the Reformed Dutch Church.) 

o HEAVENLY Father, thy word is perfect, converting the 
soul, a sure testimony, making wise the simple, enlightening 
the eyes of the blind, and a powerful means unto salvatlOl1, 
for all those who believe. And whereas we are not only 
blind by nature, but even incapable of doing any good: and 
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also since thou wilt help none, but those who are of a broken 
and ,contrite heart; we beseech thee to enlighten our un­
derstanding with thy Holy Spirit, and give us a meek heart 
free from all haughtiness and carnal knowledge, that we 
may, hearing thy word rightly understal~d it, and regulate 
our life accordingly: ~e graciomly pleased to convert -all 
those who still stray from thy truth, that we may together 
with them, unanimously serve thee in true holiness and 
l'ighteousness all the days of our life. 

We ask all these things for Christ's sake, who hath thu!J 
taught us to pray in h~s naflle, and promised to hear us. . 

Our Fa~~er, &c. 

A. Prayer to be used after tIle Exp,!ana#on qf the 
Catechism. 

-0 GR!lCIOUS God, and merciful Father, we give thee 
hearty thanks that it hath pleased thee, not only tf) take us 
;.nto thy covenant, but also oU,r little children, wb icll thcu 
hast not only sealed unto them, by thy holy bdptism, but ye~ 
daily sheweth, when thou perfectest thy praise out of thci,­
mouths, thus to cause the wise world to bi <.1sh: Vie beseech 
thee, increase thy grace in them, that they may always Grow 
up and increase in Christ thy Son; till tLcy acquip~ their 
perfect manly age in all knowledge and riglitcou"less Give 
1.1S gqce, that we may educate them, as thou hast C01"\"\­

manded us, in thy knowledge and fcar, thilt by t~'eir godE" 
ness the kingdom of Satan may be destroyed, an,J the king": 
dom of Jesus Christ st~,~ngthen~J in this and other congre_ 
gations, to the glory of thy holy name, and their eternal sal­
vation, throughJesus Christ. .tImen. 

A Prayer to be used by Parentsfur their Children, 
(l'ro.m Bishop Ta yIor.) 

o ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, who h:1st prom~ 
lsed children as a reward to the righteuus, and hast giv­
enihem to me as a testimony of thy mercy, and an er.~ 
gagement of my duty; be pleased to be' a Father unto then>, 
and give them healthful bodies, understanding ~ouls, and 
sanctified spirits, that they may be thy servants, ana thy 
children, all their days. Let a great mercy and providence 
lead them through the dangers and temptations, and ignc .. 
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pnees of their youth, that they may never run into folly~ 
and the evils of an unbridled appetite. So order the acci­
~ents of their lives, that by good education, careful tutors, 
holy example, innocent company, prudent counsel, and thy 
!"estraining gr;Jce, 1heir duty to thee may be secured in the 
rnidbt of a crooked and untoward generation ~ and if it seem 
~O?~ in thy eyes, let me be enabled to provide conveniently 
tor the support of their persons, that they may not be des­
titute and miserabhc; at my death; or, if thou shalt call nie 
o.ff from this ',rorlc! by an eady summons, let their portion 
he thy care, mncy, and providence over their bodies and 
$Ouls, and m~:y they never live vicious lives, nor die violent 
'(JT untim~ly deaths; but let them glorify thee here 'with a 
free obediellce, and t~e duties of a whole life, that when they 
jlave scrvedthee in their generations, and have profited the 
fhristian commonwealth, they may be co-heirs with Jesus, 
rn the glories of thy eternal kingdom, through the same OUt 

Lord Jesus Christ. .dmCl.. ' 

By J..lfasters Q[ Families or Tutors. 
(From Bishop Taylor.) 

o Al.MfCI-lTY GOLI, merciful and gr"clolls, have mercy 
!trpon my f"mily, (or pllpils~) committed to my charge: sanc­
tify them with thy grace, pre~erve them with thy providence, 
sward them fro!',1 all evil by the custody of angels, direct 
them in the Vv;1YS of peace ~tl1d holy ~eligion by the cond \let 
of thy Holy ~)pirit, :lIld comigil them al~ with tile participa_ 
fion of thy blessi;lgs and grJces in this world, with healthful 
bodies, with good lllHlerstandings, and sanctified spirits, 1.0 

;n [,dl fruition of thy glories hereafter, thro\lgh thy bles5ed 
Son, out deal" Redeemer. Amen, . 

Pu1' OU)' Patrons aJid Benrji}ctol'~, 
(I\um Eishop Taylol·.) 

o AU\HGHTY God, fount;)in of all [ood, and all excel­
Ji~l1cy, [10th of mell al~d a;lge!s, extend '(hy abu_ndant favour 
and loviI1g~kindness to my·p:.rtron, to all my,friends and beJ). 
cfactors. Reward them, ;md make thcm plentiful recom­
pence for all the good :which, by thy merciful providence, 
~l,,,y have conveyed to mc. Let the light cf thy CO~IIJt~­
.nanC<:: ~J1i.n.e upon thnTI, and let them never (orne i.llto any 
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**** affliction or sadness, but such as may be an instrument of 
thy glory, and their eternal ,comfort. Forgive them all their 
sins; let thy blessed Spirit preserve them from all deeds of 
darkness: Let thy minisiei-ing arigels guard their persons 
from the violence of the spirits of darkness: And thou" 
who kllowest every degree of their neces:iity by thy infinite 
\vlsdom, give supply to all their needs by thy glorious mer-:­
cy, preserving their persons, sanctifying their hearts, and. 
leading them in the ways of righteousness by the waters of 
comfort, to the land of eternal rest and glory, through Je­
sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer to be used eitller by a j,-'alJ£er or l~Icthcr 
jor their Children. 

. d LORD, make me a kind and tender parent, tru!·y care­
ful and solicitous to promote the welfare and happiness of 
my children. Let thy good spirit a,5ist me to form in their 
tender minds the principles of virtlie and }:e1igion, to teach 
them to remember thee, their Creator, in the days of their 
youth, and to bring them up in thy fear and love: Let me 
make it my constant care and endeavour to wean them from 
all pride and vanity, and to set before them the example of 
a holy and religious life. . 

o let the powerful efficacy of thy good Spirit root out of 
their hearts all corrupt and sinful affections; and instead 
thereof, do thou sow the incorruptable seed of thy grace, 
that they may become p::trt:1kers of thy divine l1ctture, and 
inay bring forth in their lives the fruits of righteouslless and 
true ho1in':s3. 

Defend them, 0 L"rd, I beseech t1,ee ;lgainst the CYiis 
and temptations of this wodd, and ~rant that they lllay 
never be led away by the wicked customs ;lI1d Cl~al11ples, the 
lusts and vanities of it; but obediently keeping thy l;oly 
will and commandments, and w,tlling in the s",me all the 
days of their Jives, they mal' be iwtrU:11ents of thy glory, bj 
doiiig good in their gtntnttiolL; and after they have served 
thee faithfully in this world, they may hereotft(';r be ma.d~ 
i1artakers of everlasting bappiness in that which is to come. 
through Jesus Chri.5t our Lord. limen, 
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A Pral/er for one intrusted with the Eclucaiioll QJ 
Children. 

(From ]',It. Whitefield.) 

o BLESSED Jesu '.1;110 gatherest thy lambs iJithy bosorri~ 
:md didst solemnly command thy servant Peter to feed thy 
Lambs; gnmt 1 may shew that I love thee more than all 
things, by doing as thou hast commanded him. 

Lord, who am I or what is in me, that thou shouldst thus 
put honour upon me, in making ine any way instrumental 
to tlle preparing soUls for thee? 0 Saviour, I have sinned 
~gainst heaven, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son, much less to be employed in the service of thy chil­
dren. But since thou hast been pleased in me to shew 
forth all thy mercy, and ha,t called me by thy good rrovi g 

dence to this blessed work~ grant that I may always remem­
ber, that the little flock cOhlmitted to my charge, are bought 
with tbe price of thy own most precious blood. And let it 
therefore be my meat and drink, to feed them with the ein­
cere milk of thy \vord, th~t they m:J.Y grow thereby. 

To this end, I bebeech thee of thy free grace, first to 
convert my own soul, and cause me to become like a little 
child myself, that from an experiment;! knowledge of my 
own corruptions, I may hive my spiritual senses exercised, 
to discern the first emotions of evil that may at any time 
arise in their heart~. 

o give me, I bese<xh thee. a discerning spirit, that r may 
siOarch, anJ try, and enmine the different terripers of their 
sin ~5ick souls; :J.nd, li:,e" skilful physician, apply healing 
or c?rrosive mecii€ines, as their re:;pective maladies shaH 
reqUIre. 

Gr~lcious J esu., let punishing be a!yvays my strange work; 
2nd, if it be possii:.'c:, grant tInt they ma y be all drawn to 
their duty, as I would he drawn my ,tlf by the cords of love. 
And when I am obliged to correct them, grant that it may 
not be to ShEW my o.mhority) Of gratify a corrupt passion, 
blH purely out of the some m8tive from whlch thou clost 
correct us, to make them part:J.kers cf thy holiness. 

OJ!! keep [[",e, I Deseech thee, from being angry without 
~ause: l\:.rm.it me not rJ8111y to b", prove_ked by the innrm­

:1<::S of ~h?lr mLnt years; bLlt grant that I may shew :Ill 
ong-sufre:nng tow~rds them; ,~nJ by exercising such fre~ 



tj,upnt ~(t> of patienc:! and forbearance, grant, I myself rna' 
learn the mc::ekness and gentleness of Christ. 

o thou 'Nho taughtest thy disciples how to pray, pout 
down, I bc:seech thee, the spirit of grace and suppitcatir.n 
into their h.::arts; that at all times. :md in ,,11 place5, th~y 
may both desire and know how to, call up0n thee by dili.; 
gem prayer. " 

Father, into thy hands I commend my own and their 
spirits: 160k down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi­
ness, and bkss them from th y hoi y hill. 

Keep them. Oh keep them unspotted from the world; 
grant theym;1y fly youtnfJI Iu/;ts, ant remember thee, their 
Creator, in the days of tCleir youth. Train them, I beseech 
thee, in the way wherein they sbo'.lld go; and when they 
are old, let them not depart from it. 

o thou, who didt sanctify Jeremiah fro:n the womb, 
l~mJ calledst young Samuel betimes, to wear a lint'n ephod 
before thee, sanctify their whole spirits, souis and bodies, 
ane! preserve them blameless, till the second cOFning of our 
lord Jesus Christ. 

o ti10U, who didst endue Solomon with grace to choese 
wisdom before riches and honour, incline their hearts to 
make the same chOIce of thee, their only good; ancl may 
they always renounce and triumph over the lust of the u.::,b, 
the lust of the eye, :l'1d the pride of life. 

Finally, do thou, 0 bleessed Jesu. who at twelve years 
old was found in the temple, sitting among the doctors, 
both hearing them and asking them questions, grant that 
these children may love to tread the courts of thy house, 
and have their ears opened betimes, to receive the disciplip.e 
of wisdom, that so, if it be t;,y good .. pleasure, to prolong 
the time of the ir pilgrim:'lge here on earth, they may shine 
as lights in the world; or if thou seest it best, to bring down 
their strength in their journey, and to shorten their days, 
they may be early fitted by purity of heart, to sing e~ernal 
hallelujahs to thee, the Father, and the Holy Ghost, m the 

. kingdom of heaven for ever. 
GrO-ant this, 0 Father, for thy dear Son's sake, Christ Je .. 

.flUS, our Lord. Amell, Amen. 
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A Child's Prayer,for better avility to Pray. 
(From Dr. Watts.) 

BLESSED I.ord, most high and most holy, who dost not 
despise the langmge of children, but delightest to see them 
coming to bow before thy throne, and seek thy favor. 0 
may thy Holy Spirit instruct me to pray, and help all my 
endeavors to learn and pract:ce this duty. Let me know 
and adore thy m8jesty and thy mercy; shew me my sins, 
and help me to confess them. Give me a deep and hearty 
sense of my w"nts for both soul and body, and enable me to 
express them before thee. Assist me to plead with thee for 
mercies, and to trt15t in thy love. ltaise my heart to thank­
fulness for all the blessings I receive, and teach me to offer 
the sacrifice of praise. .Let the name of Jesus be my hope, 
who pleads in heaven for such poor children as I am, even 
when they know not how to pray f"r themselves. I desire 
to honour and love him, and give him everlasting praIses • 
. limen • 

. /1 "?:t ;yer tlwt may be used j(;r and 'With Prisoners. 

(From (11' Book of Common Prayer of the Prot. Epis. Church in the U. S.) 

o GuD, vlbJ' sparest when we deserve punishment and 
i.n thy wrath ;:ememberest mercy; we humbly beseech thee, 
<Df thy goodness, to comfort and succour all those who are 
under reproach and misery in the ho~se of bondage; cor­
rect them not in thine anger, neither chasten them in thy 
sore displeasure. Give the.m a right understanding of themd 

selv:os, and of thy threats and promises; that they may neid 
ther cast away their confidence in thee, nor place it any 
where but in thee. Relieve the distressed, protect the in­
nocent, and awaken the guilty: and forasmuch as thou a­
lone bring~st light out of darkness, and good out of evil, 
grant that the pains and punishments which these thy ser­
vants endure, through their bodily confinement, may tend 
to setting free their souls from the chains of sin; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Prayer that may be used with condemned Pris­

oners by those 'Who visit them. 

o GOD, who desirest not the cieath of a sinner, but rather 
that he should be converted and live, shew pity on 2.11 who 
neither pity nor pray for thems~lyes. Grz.nt that they may 
seriously consider their miserable condition, h. fore all oppor­
tunities of being reconciled to thee be removed far from 
~hem. 

W·ith the eyes of thy tender comp:tssiol1 look down on 
all those who are .kprived of'liberty, and s'.J!}~r th~ calami­
ties and hardships Slf impri,onment : Pity their distress, raise 
them llP friends, and scud them relief; and grant that thei! 
adversity may lead them itlto a serious c')!1sideration of their 
ways, and prove a happy means of their salvation. 

Especially, we entreat thee, 0 Lord, to regard in the mul­
titude of thy me,rcies, these poor creatures, whose sins have 
brought them to ;hame; and their transgression of thine 
and their country's laws has procured the sentence of death 
to be passed upon them. 

Be thou pkaed. 0 fountain of grace .. and al,lthor of aU 
good, powerfully to dEcr their consci'e;l1ce with a deep £ense 
of their gUllt, and awful apprehension of the vengeance 
they have deserved. Help them to consider, in this tirrle 
of their adversity. all the evil of their ways, to re+1:ct "'pon 
and call to mind all t~1eir past offences. 

Grant them true contrition and humiliation, and endue 
them with that godly sorrow, which workcth r.~p·::ntancc 
unto life never to be repented of. Hdp them to remember 
thy exceeding patience and long-sufFering, that they are 
hitherto spared) to the intent they might have space and en~ 
couragement to repent of their sins and amend their lives: 
Whereas hacLt thou been strict to mark their iniquities, and 
se~ere to puni,h, they might have been struck dead in the 
act of sin, and plunged in a moment into those dreadful tor­
ments, " which are' prepareci for the devil :md his angels," 
and are appointed for ungccily men in the invisible 'world, 
Cause them to admire this divine goodness? :md to moura 
that they have so heniously abused it. . , . 

May they think ~ot only of those,partlcular ~~ltlleS, '.vlllC~ 
brought ~hem to th:> I+:c:?) ?l':t t~.ts sad ,.condltlOn; but 01 
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"laU those steps, which1ed them on to, and pre-p:u-ed them 
for, this ruin. 

For all these things may they mourn and grieve with un~ 
feigned sorrow and penitent;;l te3r5, if peradventure the 
Lord will yft h:lVe mercy upon them- and grant, 0 gra­
cious God, that theIr gncf may not be so much for the mi. 
6t ry they end ure at prestnt, and the ~h2rneful death they 
are shortly to surrer, as for the greatness of their guilt, and 
the dangerous state of their precious souls: may thty be in­
finitely more coreerned about the soul that never dies, than 
about the frail ccrrup ible body. 

Help them sincc.rely, and from the heart, to forgive tiKir 
pro<;ecutors, anCl such as bore witness against them; to be 
III perfect charity with all men, and not repine at the instru­
ments, but own the j uftice of l'caven. 

Enable tbem with due patiente and submission, to endure 
what they have br"ught upon themselves, not eGmpbiniEg 
:md murmuring, but readily acknowledging, tbat whik they 
are out cf hell, their punishment is Jess than they have de· 
served, ' 

M"y they not harden their he~rts, or endeavour either ta 
conceal orkssen allY part of their crimes, but re~diiy and 
fully confe,s the vvho!e truth. And if they dli or eidJer of 
them have been pivy to :ll;y other wic;,,(dm:,;s, ,,;',lch h25 

hitherto been coneealt'd, I~,'y they now e"idtnce tl',e sillceri. 
ty of tkir repentance, by di;,covering any ~uch wickedness, 
and detecting their ccn;panions therein. TLuG 'Ne ptzy 
th8t thtir repentance /T,,,y be true and genuine, awl,· uch as 
shall be accepted to eternal salvaliuD. 

Awaken them to the duty of £,~rvent and carne,:t pr~yer, 
that so they who h~ve hitherto liVed witLout Cd in the 
world, and been strangers at the throne of gr" ct:, m;:y now 
with strong cries and incessant importunity solicit macy 
and draw down grace and forgiveness to the relief of their 
soul. 

Grant their repentance and faith to be such, as, through 
the merits of our Redeemer and Lord, shall be accepted to 
their eternal salvation. Work in them, we beseech tbee, 
such an abhorrence of sin, such an approbation and love of 
hol~ness) and such strong resolutions of obedience, were they 
agall1 to be put to the trial, as thou in thy great wisdom and 
m~rcy shall see fit to approve; that so their corrupt !1;Iture 
bemg thoroughly i.:lall~cd, and they become new cr~ature$>, 
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dtey may be capable of thy favour, and the blessings of e.­
ternal life. 

Give them a lively and effectual faith in t11y Son Jesus 
Christ. And tho' the remembrance of d,eir sins may fill 
their souls with dread and hurror, yet do thou, 0 Lord~ 
convince them that their sins are not gre;lter than thy mercy 
can pardon nor greater than tile blo"d (,f ;:ty Son can make 
satisfaction fUf, if they repent and turn umo ,hee. 

H~ve merci upon and comfort r:'clr unhappy relations" 
Awl make ,he ,~xec:ution nf jllf,tice 011 t:'?sc poor creatures a. 
terror to ot;las, tilat so nO<le may venture on the broad way .. 
which le~d:th to misery and destruction. 

Thus~ 0 Lord, 'we humbly beseech tl-,ee that their confine­
ment and sc;l1t'::Ilce to tl:is untimely aEd ignominious death 
mJY o'~ a btnefit to themselves, by preventing their progress 
ill sin, and administering motives to their effe,ctual repen~ 
tatlce; that so the deJth of the bod y may be the life of the 
soul, and tlletT sufferings in this world tLe means of their 
happiness in the other. And may it be a benefit to the world 
aI '0, \}y terrifying other sinners (Jut of the service of the de-

- viI, ;Jndpu!ting them on immedia.te and effectual ;lmend .. 
ment. 

To thy boundless compassion, 0 rich fountain of grace 
and-goodness, we commit them; h:lVe mercy upon them~ 
have !l)ercy upon th'~'11! Let them suffer all in this world, 
and accepr of their death as a jUit p:.mi,,lllnent for their sins;. 
a .d t~rough the precious blood and prevailing merits of the 
bksgell Jesus, who died fot' the chief of sinners} let them ~ 
delivered from suifc:rings in the other world. 

In his name) the ,duge of the guilty, and comfort of the 
di~trc;8~cd, we cry fc,r mercy, mercy! To \fhom with theel> 
o Fat11er, and the Holy Spirit of grace and sanctification, be 
ascribed, as IS mDst due, all glory, honour, o.cior.ltiul1) and 
prai,(', both now and for ever. Amen. 
O~r Father~ &G. 

A Prayer fir Imprisoned Debtors. 

(From the Bookof Common Prayer of the Prot. Epis. Church in the U. S.) 

MOST gracious God, look down in pity and compassion 
upon these thine affilct.::d servanrs, who are fallen under the 
~isery of a close rcsmi.nt. Give ~~em zhvays a dee:) sense 
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':1:' their s:u3,.?nd ofth~ fatherlylove and. correction ; l/l1d 
Ul(o mort theIr confinement presseth hard upon them, the 
more let the comforts of thy grace and mercy abound to­
',,-i';mls them. Give to their l creditors tenderness and com­
p,,;:;ion, and to theril a meek and forgiving spirit towards 
;Jl those who have confim;d them, and a full purpose to re­
pair all the injuries and lo.sses which others have sustained 
by them. Raise them lIP friends to pity and releavc them. 
give them the continual comfort of thy 1;0\lntenance here ; 
aDd so sanctify their af$ictious, that they may work for them 
an eternal weight of glory, through the merits and mediatio~ 
of Jesus Christ tl1Y Son our Lord. ilmen, 

A Prayer to be uSed by Debtors, and all Persons 
obliged either by Crime or Contract. 

(From Bishop !aylor.) 

o At.?vIIGHTY God, who art rich unto all, the treasure 
~nd fountain of all good, justice, mercy, and bounty, to 
·\l'1lOm we owe all that we are, and all that we have, being thy 
debtors by reason of our sins, and by thy own gracious con­
tDct made with us in Jesus Christ; teach me firs' to perfGnn 
;1·11 my obligations to the,e, both?f duty and thankfulness; 
and next, enable me: to pay my duty to all my friends,and my 
debts tp all my creditors, that none he made miserable, or less:' 
erred in his eotate by his kindness to me, or traffic with me. 
forgive me all those sins and irregular actions, by which l 
entll'ed into debt farther than rfly necessity required, o~ by 
which such necessity was brought upon me ~ Let not them 
~ufrer by occasion of my sin ... Lord, reward all their kind., 
ness into their bosoms, and make them recompence where 
I c<mnot; and make me very willing in all that I can, and,. 
;J!:,le for oIl that I am obliged to ; or, if.it seem good in thine 
(;y!~S to afflict [ne by the continuance of this condition, ye~ 
lIi:.lkc it up by some lYJe3.r1S to them, that the prayer of thy. 
,;crV:il1t n;:lY obtain of thee, at least, to pay my debt in pIes,: 
:::illgS. ..1,1;1'1(11. . . J 

. I,Qrd, sanctify and forgive all that I hav'e tempted to ·evil, 
by my discourse~ or my example; instruct them in the right 
way whom Ibz:ve led to error, and let me never run farther 
on the 5.C01'e of f,in; but do thou blot out aU the evils I have 
don.;;;, by the spunge o(thy passion, ~nd the blood. of t4y 
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cross; and give me a deep and excellent repentance, a free 
and gracious pardon, that thou mayest answer for me, 0 
Lord; and enable me to stand upright in jdgment; for in 
thee, 0 Lord, have I trusted, let me never be confounded. 
Pity and instruct me, guide and support me, pardon and save 
meJ for my sweet Saviour Jesns Christ's sake, Amen. 

A Prayer to be used by a Prisoner fin' Ddt. 

ALMiGHTY Cod, just and holy in all the dispensations of 
thy providence to the children of men; the difficulties and 
sorrows I labour under in this close coufinement, are per ... 
fectly known. to thee, who clost stlccour the miserable, and 
help the friendless. 0 Lord, I most sorrowfully confess, 
tEat I have deserved to suffer much greater punishments, 
and to feel the severities of thy wrath and displeasure. For 
I have abused my liberty, and neglected my duty, I ha\'e 
gone contrary to thy holy will,anJ refused to obey thy '-vise 
and righteous laws. I do therefore most humbly desire to 
submit to thy a1l- wise disposal, and patientl y to v{ait for 
that time, which thou shalt think best for my enlargement. 
Let me receive this melancholy restraint, as a just punish­
ment for my sins, and grant that others may be 'warned by 
my example. 

Let me in these disconsolate circumstances, have the 
comfort and direction of thy Holy Spirit. Assist me, 0 
God, in calling my ways to remembrance; in examining 
into the state of my soul; in repenting and humbling my­
self before thee; and in reconciling myself to thee my of­
fended God. 

Let me highly prize the holy scriptures, ~nd foHow the 
divine instructions to be learnt from them .. Grant th:lt t~e 
promises and lhreatenings there:n contaim:d, may p01ver­
fully work in my soul a firm and _vigorous resolution of 
obeying thee. 

Wean my mind from all r:1rnal and vain delights; ana 
be-thou pleased to suit my desirES to the straitness and diffi­
culty of my circumstances, and give me a perfect resignation 
to thy holy will. 

Thou, () God, "lovest righteousness, anc hatest i:1i1:J.ui­
ty;" and thy holy word makes it a part of the charac~er of 
the wicked, to "borrow and not tel pay 2gJin;" let it be 
therefore my study and c;lre tq cont·~nt ;;;ml ~afish my credo 



sse 

itors to the utmost of my power. 0 keep m~ from all 
thoughts of using a prison to conceal my dtbt c., and there­
by defraud my creditors of their just du=: for I know that 
by so doing. I shall ent8il a curse on myself and family; for 
how can I hope for a blessing from thee. when I make ust! 
of sinful methods to provide [',r myself and them. ? 

Touch the hearts of my cred ;tors "ith a sense of my 
misery and trouble, and uispose them to accept of such sat­
isfaction as I am able to ;:113ke, that I may be discharged but 
of this miserable confincme, t, if it be thy good pleasure. 

And after my discharge, let thy good providence direct 
me to such honest ways of getting, and so bless me in my 
lawful endeavours and undertakings, that I may be in a 
condition to pay them what shall be behind, and fully sat­
isfy their just demands; knowing that notwithstanding my 
discharge, and though I am out of the reach of hut11an laws 
in this respect, yet my duty and obligation in equity are 
still the same. But if thou shalt think fit to deny me this 
request, do thou,' 0 God, make up their Joss in such way 
and manner as thou pleasest. Hear me, 0 Lord, for the 
Sdk", of thy Son Jesus Christ, our only mediator and adyoe 
cate. .il.men. 

A Prayer 6ifore a Journey. 

(Frbm Bishop Taylor.) 

o AtMIGHTY God, who fillest all things with thy preM 

sence, and art a God afar off. as well as near at hand; thou 
didst send thy angel to bless Jacob in his journey, and didst 
lead the children of Israel through the Red ;)ea, making it 
a wall on the right hand, and on the left; be pleased to let 
thy angel go out before me,and guide me in my journey;. 
preserving me from danger of robbers) from violence of en~ 
emies, from sudden and sad accidents; from Llls and er­
Tors; prosper my journey to thy glory, and to all my inno­
cent purposes; and preserve me from all sin, that I may re .. 
turn in p::ace and holiness, with thy favour and thy bless­
ing, and may serve thee with thankfulness and obedience 
all the days of my pilgrimage. And, at last, bring me to 
thy cOUl:,ry, to the celestial Jerusalem, to dwell in thy house.~ 
and tosmg thy praises for ever. Amen. 
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A. Prayer btfore a Journey. 

(From Mr. Nelson~) 

" ALMIGHTY' God" in whom all things live, move, arid 
h~ve ~heir being; who clost govern all things by thy wise 
providence, and, whose protection is my only deie:1ce ::nd 
~ecurity; I humbly beseech thy diviiw 1Vbj~sty, t:> give t;lY 
flOly angels charge ov'.:l- me III the jurn;;:y I ,LTI now about 
to undertake. Let no temptation t!tat m;>y oiTer i::s::if, pre_ 
Vail upon me to tra1Jsgre-:s any of thy holy l<lws; Luc let 
the power of thy grace secure me in ;)ll those pi~ces :md 
«ompani:::s where my occ~si':'f1s shall lea',: me. Ld not t;le 
freedom and liberty of p111 \'er,ntion atsli,:h times, 'nai,e me 
(orget those rules which my chri,ti,:,n pro~espicin obli;2;cS me 
to; neither let Ihe kin(ltllCs~ cl;l:l ho;pitality of at,:er:, 0'tlav 
rile to the least excess, eith:r in e,ltins lIr drink:!l[; Defend 
me; from thieves,and robbers, that Ii:, In wait to cx::rcis'c ,~C'C3 
of violence; and protect me: from all dang.:rs and e":; ;'cci. 
dents wh;ch m ~y dic,turb or arinoy me" Preserve oq[oing 
out, and my comin'g in; let thy providence be my 6'Hrd; 
thy grace my defence, and thy blessed self my po,tion, both 
ilOW and for evermore, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Amen, 

A Thanksgivhig rUfer {{ Journey, 

• ALMIGHTY God, ~pori whomall things dep~nd, wh~ 
redeemeth our life from destruction, who crowncth u, with 
i,oving kinpn~ss and ten~er mercies, ~ho is greatly to be 
);lraised, and, whose greatness i, unsearchable; blessed be 
thy h?ly mme, that thou hast brought me safe to the end 
of my journey; that thou hast preserved me [rominnumer­
able accid,llts and dangers, t9 which I have b:>r.n eXFosed; 
It is of thy mercy that my health has been contin'Jed to me. 
rotw!t~st~ndinp; thos'f various circumstances that, might 
raV\! lInpam:J it. It 1, of t!1Y goodness tb,:t nc t:vll men 
have malk any assauit upon me, ""hen 'otiiers have suff..:r·:d 
~y their ':111just violence.. It is from thy provi,Lnce, . tha~ I 
have b:en protected from falls, so that not 011e bone is bra.,; 
ken. How many ,unforeseell dang::rs, 0 ~ord, hast thcll; 
delivered me from I And how many tlut have thrL.lCencA 
in,;; hast thou over-ruled I Lod, thou hast m"de me glad 
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through the operation of thy hands, and i will triumph in 
thy praise: and let my he;J.rt be always ready to express my 
thankfulness, not only by my words, but by my life, in be­
ing more obedlent to tl-.y holy commands. Continue thy 
goodness to me, that 1, whom thou hast preserved, may 
serve thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of my 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer befOre a Journey. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

o LORD, thou art the SJme God in all places, and M 
where can I go, but thou art there. Both at home and 
abroad, on my way ~,nd at the end thou art ever with me, 
by thy universal presence of gr~ce, and thy good Spirit to' 
conduct and gulde me ccntinuc]Jy; to protect and save me 
from all dangers and miscLid8; and to make my way pros­
perous, and all wy affair, successful. 0 let the blessing of 
the Lord follow me, and rebt UpOll me and preserve my going 
0ut and my coming in, and never leave me nor forsake me, 
but be my God and guide tl,)S U:1Y1 in all tllis jouriley, and all 
my life long, which i; but a pi;",rimage and pas'age through 
this wOlld, in which 1 all', COTltinU8liy hastening home to the 
period of all my travels, to th,,- place where I musl take up 
and dwell for ever 0 gm,d God, n1ake me continually 
mindful of that pasRage, alld of that journey's end; and 
keep me from sinful w:mcl, rings, end those worst of falls, 
to fall from my God. Take tare of me, I r)eseech thee, and 
lead n1e and keep me, and help me; and after all my mo­
tions here, 0 bring me safe at last to thy holy hill, and to 
thy heavenly rest, to the blessed end of my faith, the ever­
lasting salvation of my soul, through the greatness of thy 
mercy to me in thy dear Son, my gracious Lord, and only 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Upon your sqfo returnfrom (/) JOUTney. 
(From the PtOus Country Parishioner.) 

ALL glory be to thee, 0 God, ~ho hast preserved and 
kep,t me .from the perils of the way; from broken bones or 
brUlsed hmbs, and every evil accident: 0 fill my heart with 
a grateful SGuse of thy goodness, and er-able me so to pass 
tbroughaU the affairs of my lifel that my soul may have 
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peace, and thy name the praise, through Jesu3 Christ. 
Amen, . 

4. Prayer for the sc?/ety if a Person or Persons 
going to Sea. 

(From tqe ~oo~of Com~on Prayer oftll., Pr~t. Epis. Church ill the U. S.) 

o E'I'E~NAL Gqd, who alone spreadest out the heav­
¢ns, and rult:3t the Fsing of tIjt sea; we commend to thy 
;tlmighty protection, d;y servant, for whose preservation on 
the g(t~at de·c·p our prayns are desiree!. Guard him, we 
beseech thee, from the dangers of the sea, from sickness, 
from the vio1ence of enemies, and from every evil to which 
he may be expos~d. COnduct him in s'lfety to the haven 
where he would be, with a tSrateful sensr;: Q,f thy merciesp 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. . 

A Thanksgiving for a sqfo return fi'om sea. 

(From the Bo'ok of Common Pr"yer of the Prot. Epis. Chutch in the U. S.) 

MOST gracious Lord, whose mercy is over all thy 
works; we praise th y holy na me, that thou has been pleas­
ed to conduct in safety, 6rough the perils of the great deep, 
thy servant, who togeth~r with us desires to return his 
thanks unto thee: May he be duly sensible of thy merciful 
providence towards him, and ever express his thankfulness 
by a holy trust in thee, and obedience tc) thy laws, through 
Jesl~s Christ our Lord. Amen. 

4 Prayer to be used ~y ~ne engage~ (or likely to 
. ~e engaged) m a Lawslttt. 

(From the Whole Duty of l\lan.) 

A~MIGHl'Y God, to whom all judgments belong, to the'e 
1 subl'n,it m Y:lelf, in the cause wherein I ah1 [likely to be] en'; 
gaged: Convince me, if I am under any mistake; direct ana 
assist me under all the difficulti.:s and incumbrances which 
I may r~eet with;· and in· thy good time put a happy and 
peaceable end to the business whicl~ I [am about to under­
take, or] have begun. Grant me that wisdom from above, 
which is peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated; that 
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laying aside all fondness and partiality, I may contilHlally. 
practice that christian law, 9£ doing as I would that other~ 
should do unto me: 5() that, contending for right more than 
victory, nothing may be done through'malice, striL, pridi-;, 
or vainglory; nor may I be prev~\ikd upon to traIlSgress 
the la~s of justice and charity for any worldly acivam"ge ; 
submitting the event to thy f".therly wi"dt'TT) and dioposition: 
l,ct the remembrance of thy 1l1 ercies and forgiveness toward 
me fill my he'art with such a dll iotian love a1](1 compassicn~ 
thz,t I may never contend with my neighbour to grJtify my 
~wn corrupt mture, nor tah ddight in his sufferings: but 
let the oellS" of wbat ttn' beloved ~on h2th dOT), and 8Uff(f~ 
ed fur me, banish all rov'l-tous desires from my soul, and ex­
cite in' me a c.ompassion toward thy distressed members i 
for h is saLe forgiviilg my felio\v-servants, as Iho; e nlyself 
to b:: forgiven when he shall ceme to j\.'.dge the quick and 
the dead at the b-t Clay. And this I m'ost humbly beg for 
Jesus Christ's sake. limen. 

I 

A Prayer before maki'J1g a JFill~ 

(From the 'Whole Duty of Man.) 

GIVE me time, 0 I,ord, before I go hence and be nQ 
more seen, to make such a discreet and prudent settlement 
of my worldly affairs, that I may do no injustice to any, 
branch of my family.' Be thou gqciously pleased to detail 
a ble5sing upon the substance I shall leave behind m,e; and 
let those, to whom I give and bequeath it, rise up like oliv~ 
plants, and flourish under the protection of thy good provi-
4ence. Le~ them not, like s~othful serval'lts bury ~heir ta\~ 
ents in a napkin, or squal1:der away their inheritance by n-
9tous living; but let them endeavollT, by an honest indus­
try, in their several stations and employments, to support 
thef.\lselvt;s credital:ily in this world, and so wisely ~9 n1an,age 
their temporal co~cerns, as may most effectu~J1y conduce to: 
the eternal interest of their immortal souls throusrh Jesus 
-Christ, our I~ord. Ammo ' 9,' 
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.Ii Prayer, chir:fly in Scripture Language, in 'a'hicZ~ 
, the several br:anches qfthe. Chistian Temper, ar.; 

'~riefiy enumer.ated. 
(From Dr. Dopdridge.) 

BL E SSED God, I adore 'thee, as the great ' Father of 
lights, and the giver of every good and every perfect gift.' 
From thee, therefore, 1 seek every blessing. and especially 
those which ,nay lead me to thyself, and prepare me fat 
the eternal enjoyment of thee. I adore thee as 'the Got! 
who searches the heart, and tries the reins of the children 
of men.' (Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try 
me, and know my thoughts: see if there be any wicked 
yray in me, and lead me in the way everla;ting: M8Y I 
know what manner of spirit I am of; and be preserved 
from mistaking, where the error might be infinitdy fatal! 

May I, 0 Lord, , be renewed in the spirit of my mind!' 
« A new heart do thou give me, und a ne·w spirit do thou 
put within me! Make me partaker of a divine nature ;' and 
, as he who hath called me is holy, m8Y I be holy in all 
manner of conversation!' May' the same mind be in me 
that was also in Chri;t Jesm;' m.1Y I 'so WJlk, eVl;ll as lle 
walked l' , Deliver me from being carnally minoed, which 
~s death; and make me spiritLnlly minded, ,ince that is lift! 
and peace!' And m;1y I, while I pass throul)l this world 
of sense, ' walk·by faith and not by sight;' and be ' strong 
in faidl, giving glory to God \' 

May' thy grace, 0 Lord, which h<lth appeared unto all 
men,' and appeared to me with 5uch glorious tl'ictcncl.: and 
lustre, (effectually teach me to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, ri.shteously, and godly!' '\V 0';, ill 
mine heart thl1t godliness which is proiltable unto ;]11 things; 
and teach me by the influcllce of (hy bbsed Spirit, t~l love 
thee the Lord my Ood, with all my heart, and with all IT.y 

soul, and with all my mind, and with all my strength! 
~ay I yield myself unto thee as alive from the deJd; an,-1 
present my body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable ill 
thy sight, which is my most reasonable service. lVby I en­
tertain the most faithful and affecrionate regard to the ble5S~ 
ed Jesus, . thine incarnate :::0:1, 'the brightness of th y glo­
t:y, and the express image of (hy penon! Though I have 
not seen him, may I lo':e .him; alld in' him, though now 



342 

**** 1 see him not, yet believing, may I rejoice with joy unspeak" 
able and full of glory:' And \1lay , the life which I live in 
the flesh,' be daily' renewed by the faith of the Son of 
God!' May I ' be filled with the Spirit; and may I be led 
py it;' and so may it be evident to othq3, and especially to 
my own soul, that I am a child of God, and an heir of glo.: 
ry. May I' not receive the sl'irit of bondage unto fear~ 
but the spirit of adoption, whereby I may be enabled to cry~ 
Abba, Father!' May he work in me as ' the spint of love~ 
and of power, and ot a sound mind,' that so ] may' add 
to my faith virtue!' May I ' be strong and very courageous ;' 
and quit myself' like <\ man,' and like a christian, in the 
work to which I am called, and in that warfare which I ha<\ 
in view when I listed unde::r the banne~ of that great Cap.-
tain of my salvation! . 

Teach me, 0 Lord, seriously to consider the nature of 
my own soul, and to set a suitable value upon it !May ~ 
, labour not only, or chiefly, for the m~at that perisheth, 
but for that which endureth to eternal life !' May I ' hum": 
ble myself under thy mighty hand,' anri be clothed with lIU­
mility; decked' with the ornament of a meek and quieti 
llpirit, which in the sight of God is of great price! May ~ 
b.e pure in heart, tha~ I may see God, l1](;>nifyi!lg my mem~ 
bers which are on the earth, so that, 1f a right eye offend me, 
I may pluck it out; and if a right hand oft-end ~e, I may 
cut it olT!' May I be ' temperate in all things, content with 
;:uch things as I have, and infhucted to be so in whatsoeveF 
i'tate I am l' May' patience have also its perfect work iq 
me, that I may be,' in that respect, , complete, ~nd wa~lt-
~ng nothing !' ' 

Form me, 0 Lord, I beseech thee, to a' proper tempe~ 
toward my fellow creatures!' May I love' fnY nt}ighbour: 
as myself; and whatsoever I wOl\ld that others should do 
1,)nto me, m2y I also do the same unto them l' May I ' pUi; 
011 meekn~ss ' under the greatest injuries and provo€ations ~ 
• and, if it be possible, as much as lieth in me, may I live 
~)e:.u::,;bly with all men !' May I be ' merciful, as my Fathe~ 
111 l1eayen is rJlercif\lI!' May 1 ' speak the truth from my 
hea~t;' awl m:JY I ~. speak it in love;' gu:wding against ev­err mstance of a censorious and malignant disposition; and 
taKmg care not' to judr-c ' severely as I would' not be 
judged' with a severity,O which thO; Lord, k~owest~ ~ndo 
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:which mine own conscience knbws, I should not be abie 
to support! 
" I entreat thee, 0 Lord, to work in me ' all those qualio 
lications of the christiari temper,' which may render it pecu';; 
!iarly acceptable to thee, and may prove ornamental to my 
profession ~n the world. Renew,' I beseech thee, a tight 
spirit within me;' and make me 'an Israielite indeed, in 
whom there is no ' allowed' gUile!' And while I feast on 
'Christ, as my passover sacrificed for me; may I ' keep 
the feast with the i.mleaven,=d bread df sincerity and truth !' 
Make me, I beseech thee, 0 thou almighty and unchange­
able God, 'steadfast aad immoveable, always abounc',ing. 
in thy works, as knowing rriy labour in the Lord will not 
be' finally' in vain! May my , heart be tender,' easily im­
pres3ed with thy word and proviJences, touched with an 
affectionate concern for th y glory, and sensible of every im':­
pulse of thy spirit! May I be ' z:;alous for my God,' with 
a • zeal according to knowledge, and charity;' and teach 
me, in thy' service, to jc;in the wisdom oHhe serpent; 
with the-boldnes3 of the lion, and' the innocence! of the 
dove!' Thus render me by thy grace, a shining image of 
my dear Redeemer! and at length bring me to wear the 
bright resemblance of his holinESS and his glory in that 
wodd where he dwellu ; that I may ascribe everbsting hon­
ours to him, and to thee, 0 thou Father of mercies, whose 
invaluable gift he is, and to thine Holy Spirit, through 
whose gracious influences I would humbly hope I may call 
thee my Father, and Jesus my Saviour. Amen. 

The J.1feqitation and Prayer qf a Christian 'whose 
l-Ieart is 'Ulanncd '{lith the prospects if Death. 

(From Dr. Doddric;lge.) 

o BLESSED Lord! Mv soul is enkindled with these 
"jews, and rises to thee' in the flame. Judges xiii. ~O. 
Thou hast testified thou com est quickly; and I repeat my 
joyful assent. Amen, even so come Lord Jesus. Rev. 
xxii. 20. Come, for I long tv have done with this low life; 
to have done with its burtheno, its sorwws, and its snares! 
Come for I long to ascend into thy presence, and to see the 
court thou art holding above! 

Blessed Jesus, death is transformed when I view it in this 
light. The king of terrors is sent no more as such, but as 
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2, rrbsscnger [()' carry l1Ieho111<::, and place me near Hie kirig: 
Of glory and of grace. I hear with pleasure the sound of 
~hy feet, approaching still nearer and nearer; draw aside, 

. the veil whenever thou pleasest! Open the bars of my prj': . 
sari, that my eager soul may spring forth to thee; ':lud "cast 
itself at thy feet, at the feet of that Jesus, whonl, having 
not seen, I love; and in whom,. though now cI see thee 
not, ' yet belleving, I rejoice with joy Ulispeakable and full 
of glory!" ,€ Thou; Lord, shalt shew me the path of life :" 
thine hand shalt guide ni'i to that blissful <ibode, "when~ 
there is fulness of joy, and rivets of everlasting pleasure." 
Psa1. xvi. ! [. Thou shalt assign me a habitation with thy 
faithfUl setvants, \vhose s.eperate spirits are pow lying with 
thee, while their bodies sleep in the dust. Many vf the~ 
have been my companions in thy laborious work; and" In 

the patience ai1d tribulation of thy kingdom," Rev. i. 9, 
my dear companions, and my brethren; oh show mei 
blessed SavIour; how glorious and how l,lappy thou hast 
made them! show me t:) what new forms of hr:tter life thou 
hast cond ucted the:n, whom we C1.11 tne dead! In what no­
bler ~nd more extensiv,e services thou hast employed them 
that I may prd.ise thee better than I no'", can, for thy good­
ness to them!, and oh; give me to s'hare with them in thei~ 
blessings and their services; and to raise a song, of gTateful 
love, like that which they afe bre<ithin;! fJrth before thee! 

Yet, 0 lily bles,ed Redeemerj even Ulere \vlJ] my solil be 
aspiring to a yet nobler and: more gJori:)'!, hope; arld from 
this a yet unknown spkn'dor and felidry ,hall, I be drawing 
new arguments to look- and long foy the day of thy final ap~ 
pearance. Ther,e shall I long more ardently til'ln' I no"f 
do to see thy c\1nduct viadic.ated" and thy triUinph disp!ay~d ; 
to see the dust of thy S'c.fvants reanim,!ted; and death the 
last of their enemies and of thine, sw-allowed up in victory: 
I. Cor, lIlV. 26, 5 -1- , I shall long for th:"t superior honour' 
that tholf intendedst me, and that complete. bliss to which 
the whole Qodv of thy people sha11 b::: conducted. Come, 
Loid Jes~s, co'me quickly, wd! m;ngle it:oelf \vtt,h the_s~ngs 
of paradIse, <!'!ld,sound from tne tOIli':ues ot all the lrnlhons' 
of thy saints, whom thy grace has tra?lspLwteci thlthe'r. 

In the mean time, 0 my divine Master, accept the homage: 
,,:,hich a greatful heart no'\' pays thee, Ina.sellse 0'£ the gIo:' 
nous h()pes with 'which thou tla3t illsDireci It? It is tl1o'u' 
that hast put this jr,y into it, ar~J hast ;aisecl my soul to thi~ 
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'~brhHrs ambition; wherea!l I might otherwise have noVJo 
beeh groveling in the Jowest trifles of time and sense, and 
been looking with horror on that. hour which is now the 
obje,ct Qf my most .ardent wishes~ , 
, ,Oh"be ~ith meal~al's, eveH to the end of this immor. 
bl life ! and give·W.e, while wahng for thy salvation, to be 
d?ing thy cOll!m';ln,cimerits! May" my loins be girded about, 
and my lamp bt\ro.iI1g;" Luke xii. 3 ). and mine. ears be still 
wat<:llf(d fnr, the bkssed signal of thine ar:ival; that my 

, growing soul may,with p]e:.i?ure spring tb,mee.t thee, and 
be strengthened by'Jc!lth,tQ,bear those visions of glory, un­
der the extacies of which feeble mortality would ngW ex~ 
pib~; 

APrayerjbr the troubled Soul~ 
. (From Mr. Jeuks.) 

o GOD of the spirits of all flesh! thou IUlo\vest the 
grievom torment of a wounded spirit, and hast promised 
not tp break the bruised reed, hor to quench the smoaking 
flax: Have pity, Lord of love, upon thy disconsolate ser­
~ant, whose spirit is sore broken; alid oven\rhelriied within 
him; and relievejand heal, :lndtomfort hini with thy 
peace, a.nd some tokens for good, that thou hast thoughts of 
love .and everlasting mercy towards him. 0 blessed Jesus, 
who callest ,to thee the laboiiring arid heavy laden Binner, 
with a promise bf rest foi' their soul's, give some glimpse of 
thy mercy, and faith in thy merits and promises to this peor 
soul, ca~t d'own with the serise of his sin, and the fear of 
~hv wrath. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt licit despise. 
o hid~ not thy face ftom thy servant; nor cast him away 
from thy p~esence in displeasure; but speak peace to him, 
and cause thy grace to shine upon him. 

o God o£ consolation, be, thou pleased to cheer him tip 
with the hope and relief of thy pardon and acceptance, and 
gi'9'e him a comfortable affiance in thee, a.nd the witness bf 
thy Spirit with his spirit, to persuade him that he is the child. 
ef pod, whom thou lovest, though thou chasu:riest, and 
with thy tqrorsprepares him. for ihy comforts. 0 that he 
fuay see love in the rod, and take it as the chastisement of 
a father, and not the vengeance of an incensed judge; and 
that he may find this humiliation working for hiG ~verlasting 

2 U 
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Co,llSQlatioll; se.emg.theythat mourn a.re b1essed~ aM shati~ 
be. cotnfortf;d:; and: such. as sow in tears; shall reap in joy. 
0) that his ,so)".row,.may. be: the godly sorrow w:hich works 
repentance, not to be repented of: that it.may have such a 
happy issue, ;lnd end ill unspeakable glorious- joy; but let 
him notsotroW,aSOJle without he'pe, seeing the trouble for . 
gijl is a preseryativeJmm,the damnation of hell; and· such 
as are now in glory, went, this very war to heaven; working" 
ol.\t their salvation with: fear. and trembling; and so feeling' 
the hurden of sin here,that-they might no't lie under it for. 
ever. . Therefore, though he walk indarkpess, and has'no'~ 
light, yet let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay , 
upon his God. 

o Lord! rebuke him not in thy anger, neither chasten 
him in thy sore displeasure; but return and .. set him free 
from the heavy pre,sure navY upon him. Be pleased, 0 
J.ord, to ddiver him; 0 Lord, make haste to help him. 
~icken.him far thy D?me'S sake, andft.r .thy rightClousness' 
sake bring ,bis soul,0ut bf tro;uble. Thoulhastshewed him· 
gre:;tt apc!satt:: troub.les; be.thou. pleased to revive him ag<lin, . 
that he may reJoIce iruhee,... S!Jew bimthy mercy, 0 LOi-d i 
and grant him thy": Ivation, 0 freshen him early with, 
such· tl)ymercy t that he maybe glad, aDd rejoice in thee aU 
hi~ days, when tho.u hast. considered his trouble, as thou: 
hast blown hi~ soul jn ;;dversity, that. thy name may have 
the glory"and h~s.soulthe ~ol'nfort ofthy.sea8onabl" relief,­
and thy ewe,eUlbiun.d~nt mercies in Jesus Christ. Ariz'fn.· 

A Prayer for a Pers01'lunder .. Aifliction. 
, ' 

0, ¥OST g~q~~OUS God! wbQ: d05tnot amiCt willingly, not'· 
grieve the childrEn of men, I flee unto thee for wmfort and 
supportl:\nder, the troubles thQU hast laid,upon me: I know; 
assuredly, that this is thy hand,. .and that thou, Lord, hast 
dOl1tj it. . I achlOwledge ,thy judgments are right, thht thou 
of very taithfulJ}essha,t caused me to. be troubled, and that 
my sins havede5ery~d. more. greivous. punishments thal'l ,1 
no~ ~uffer. I am fullyconvinced,that the events of this 
life arenoUefti to chance or uncertainty, but are all under 
the steagy'~md wise disposal of thy good providence . 
. To: thee, the.rekr~, 0 my. God, do I direct my supplica: .. 

tlOm; beseechmg thee; 0 g.racious God, who hast a tender' 
lov~ ~or ~llthy. creatures, andrnoreespecially for thy faith-



ful serv:mts, who repose all their hope 'and confidence til 
thy mercy, to have pity upon me, and to deaf wich me not 
according to my sins, but a~t':r thine Own gl'e"t mercy. 
Pardon, U Lord, all my past s.ns; n;store me ,0 peace and 
favour with thee; consirier my weak:1ess, and let not my 
troubles be more he;1VY or hoting tha~ what thou seest prof .. 
itJ.bk "nd necessary for tLe gno.! of my soul. 

Make m~ truly anJ decply sensibl-.: of my condition, that 
t m"lY see th~ ron, and WIlD hath applil1ted it; that I may 
p,~ truly sensible of the evil of sin,as well as feel the smart 
of pqnishment. HumJie me u<ldd thycorrectilns; llwakell 
me thereby to a more cOrtscic:ntlOus and zealous performance 
of my duty, to a sen,e of my spiritual wants, to a hatred of 
~very thing that is dispJeasj'1g in thy sight; and so sanctify 
my present aHliction. th~lt by the help of thy good Spirit, it: 
may bring forth ill 1[1'" all the graces and virtues of a chris~ 
tian life, and a,;c:')mplish the end for which it was sent. 

J..et the e:'l:p'.:riellc(~ of t11 y love and favour towards me, 
throughGut the wJ\'.Jk coune of my life past, teach me to 
re;ign mysdf entirely to thee, to choose thee for my only 
Ilupeort and comfort; to rely s'edfa<;t1y on all thy promises; 
and to wait with patience till thou shalt see fit to deliver me. 

Direct <Ind erpbk .. fie to uoe all proper add honest mean .. 
for freeing myself from my present troubles; but however 
grievous they may pr0ve, 0 let me nOt dare to do any fraud 
or injl\stice, or to c<tstoffmy d~pendeqce on thee, by calling 
in the assistance of 1'1y unlawful means. 

And if, for r'~asollS b~Cit ];,10wa to th:ne infinite wisdom, 
thou shalt tllin;~ fit to cOL\tilEH:: this "t11iction to me, tht 
blessed will be done: endble mc p ,ticot:y to bear, and con­
~entedly to submit to the dispen5a~iol1s of thy gor,d provi~ 
dence, however contnry soever to £leon and blood . 
. S!,+ppreqs in me all murmuring c,n.i repining ~houghts : 

Remove from me all incl~nations and aversions, but such as 
agree with those of the b1esoed Jesus: Regulate my affec­
tions and desire~, and contine them to su,ch objects only, 310, 

are well-pleasing in thy sight. Thou knowest the surest 
way of rnaking n1C happy: thou art infinite in wisdom, lov­
ing,ki.\ldness, and mercy, therefore let thy blessed will, in 
every thing, be my; choice and s.1tisfaction: I humbly sub­
mit to thy fatherly discipline; for thou correctest in mercy, 
and for m,y prolit. If therefore thou takest not away the 
~od, yet t~~e aw'il'f thine anger~ Let me see a fatherly af-
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iecti{)n in, an thy cba;tisements; and raise in my soul an ar,;. 
tJent love and desire after, thee, which may fill me with ;HI 

inward satisfaction, with peace of conscience, and joy in. 
the Holy Ghost. Support and comfort me under all my 
trou,bIes; direct and counsel me in all difficulties; carry me 
t;hrough all trials and temptations; and in thy good time, 
take thy ~IfRict,ing hand from me: and grant that these light 
2ffi.ictions which (in comparison,) are but for a moment, 
may workfqr me an exceeding and eternal weight of glory~ 
Hear me, 0 Lord, fur thy mercy's sake, and for the sake 0(­
thy Son Jesus, our only Me~iator and Advocate. .iJmef/" ' 

A Prayer for a Ferson in a state CI'Po'l:erty" 

o MY God, infinite in goodness, pOV/er, and wisdom! 
on thee all things d<:pend ;" and thy prov;,knce over-ruledl 
all events: Riches arid plenty l;ome from thee; and pover~ 
ty and want are by thy dispensation. I believe that for just 
and wise reasons, theu hast allottCd to all nnnkind very diD. 
ferent sta~es and circ~mstances of life; and that thy good. 
providence hath designed my ber.efit and advantage in all­
the temporal evils, which have at any time happened unto me. 

I confess, 0 Lord, my sins };lave deserved much more se.' 
vere afflictions; and that thou art kind and merciful in an 
thy dealings with me. Thou ha,'t thought fit to place me' 
in a mean condition, t,o deprive me of many conveniences of. 
life, and to exercise me in a state of poverty: but th')u has~ 
hitherto preserved and supported me by thy good provi-

dence, and hast blessed me with advantages~ 
"IIerelEt the per- above some others, who labour under great 

son recollect the "I d fR' . d b 11 I ' . 
b' I ',. I, n'oys tna s an a, lctlOns, An aove a, enJoy 

e&SlDbS ee J ,. • • 
as the invaluahle the hght of thy g]onons gospel) and, the 
mercy '.'f health, means of grace,' when' many of my fellow":' 
the asslStance of h' . d b d f h 1 
friends liberty &c. c nstlans are e arre 0' t ese most va u-

, , able comforts, and lie groaning uuder pi'!r-. 
secutions, misery, and torments. 1 consider with humble 
acknowledgment and thankfulness that I am still alive, and 
have the opportunity of working out my salvation; where­
as many poor souls are given up to the just punishment of. 
sin, groaning out a sad' eternity under inexpressible pains, 
and inconceivable miseries. These, o Lord, are very great 
mercies towards me, and must silence my c~mplaints if tho~ 
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~ouIdst see fit to' try me with greater difficu1ties, than wha. 
thou hast hitherto laid upon me. . . 

But, 0 merciful Father, who h,ast commanded and invited. 
us to lay our wants and necessities before thee, help and re~ 
lieve me, I beseech thee, un.der my present circumstance.s ; 
and if thou seest fit, bless me with such a portion of the 
comfort'>, a,ld conveniences of life, that thereby I may bit 
enabled ~o go on more cheerfully in my station, to serve 
thee b,etter, to love thee more. and more, and more admire 
thy wonderful bounty, and loving-kindness tO,wards m~ 
Give me health and strength, and abilities suited to my cir~ 
cumstances; direct me in the use of honest means whereby 
I may obtain [for myself and family] a comfortable subsis:. 
tence; and do thou prosper my honest labours and endeav .. 
\/lurs. 
, .But, 0 Lord, if in this I know not what I ask; if great 
plenty, and the comforts that attend it, are not convenient, 
but would prove snares and temptat io.ns to me, thy blessed 
will be done:. support me that I fall not in,tQ extreme want, 
lay not m~reupon me, than thou, wilt enable me to bear. 

Supply the want of wo.J;ldly blessings, by the comfort and 
support of thy good Sp.irit, whereby I m~y be made perfect 
in every good work tOGO thy will; that I may become rich. 
in faith, and an heir of that kingdoin Which thou ha~t prom. 
ised to those that love thee: Nbke me devout, holy, and 
heavenly-minded; anJ so purify and cleanse my heart, that 
it may become an habitation for thy Holy Spirit. 
. ~nable me, likewise, 0 Lord, to qercise all those chris~ 
tiari graces and dl,lties which r~ly presen.t circumstances call 
for from, me: ~et the sharpness Of temporal wants put me 
upon consideri1g what misery m,us.t attend the lo~s of my 
soul: Let a sense of my poy.erty, sur up, eager deslres after 
the true riches: and the less, I have of this world, ~he more 
careful let me be to provide for the next; that 1 may seek 
a,n inheritance incorruptabl,e, and that fadeth not away: Let 
bodily hardships cOl1vince me of the great evil of spi~itual 
,wants, that I may hunger and thirst after nghteousness. 
Give me diligence and industry in my <;:alling; and when I 
have done. my endeavour, make m,e to cast all my care up­
on thee, and trust to thy fatherly goodne"S to provide for 
me. Let not the contempt. which some persons wrongfully 
cast upon poverty, or allY evil which I may endure, tempt 
~e to any dishonesty in getting wealth; but let me choose 
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~ather to be poor than wicked, and to want any thing rather 
than thy f:JVour. Clothe me with a meek, and quiet, ancl 
.bt\mble spirit, which in thy sight is of great price: GIve me 
a thorough contentedneSi in my present cirCllmstances: let 
me not dare to repine at my own condition, or envy the 
prosperity of others; but teach me to possess my soul ill 
p"tience: that I may acknowledge thy right and sovereign,. 
ty ()ver me, that tho~l art just, and wise and merciful in all 
~hy dispensations. Convince me of thy fatherly love, anq 
fnable il1e ch<:erfully to resign myself to thy all-wise provi. 
dence. TeilCh me to look unto Jesus, the author and fin!" 
isher of our faith; who to reconcile us to a state of paver.,. 
~y, chose to pe born and to live in a mean condition, en. 
auring hunger, and thirst, and cold, and not having where 
to lay his head: that by hill e::::ample, I may be encouraged 
to sit loo,e to the world~ and wean my affections from tem­
poral objects; that being convinced of the vanity and emp.,. 
iiness of th~s WOrI9. I may more and more ddight myself 
~h thy. love, and in the practice of true religion. 

And do thou, 0 God, quicken and enlarge my desires af" 
ter spiritual happiness, and,those pleasures which are at thy 
right hand for evermore; that through faith and patience, 
having fini"hed the race which tllOu h;,st set bdore me, I 
i113Y be received inte the joy of my Lord. Gra,lt this, 0 
merciful Filther, for the p;,lke of my Redeelllt~~ ;he ever 
ple5se~ Jesus. Amen. 

~4 Praye1'jor a PfJrson under Doubts if the Law"! 
. . fidness qf ally Actiort. 

o LORD Cod, thou art light, and in thee is no darknes& 
3t ;dI; thou art the instructor of the ignorant; the light df 
tl-to,e that are in darkness and error, and the fountain of all 
wisdc'm, and knowkdge, and truth! I desire above all' 
things to please thee, and to do thy will; and it is a trouble. 
and grief to me to comider that I have so often aqed con­
trary to it; 0 that I m;q never do so again. that I may nev­
er more turn aside to the dark paths of sin and folly! 0 
give me a wise an9 understanding spirit, that I may know 
my duty, and a heart fully bent and determined to practi~e it. 

More particularly; 0 Lord, I address mysdf to thee at 
this time to enlighten my understanding, and inform my un­
strttled judgmerit, how to determitle safely il'l ~he matter" 
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.'**-wllicfl' {ffpreserit hn6*not how to act lri. Show thou me 
the way that I should walk in; and leave me rrbt to the weak .. 
n'e~s(}fmyown'reason:ing, which without thy enlightenin~f 
grace will lead 'me into the vlaYs of error and confusion. 

Give me; 0 Lord r besee,cll thee, such an honest and up'i 
rigllt'heatt; that nothing in the ~orld may be ever able to' 
seduce rile from'my integrity. Let riot the example of It 
lrluhitude:p'etsuade me to do evil, par the most powerful 
aHuretnehtsofriches, honour or any wbrldly advantage turn 
me aside from thy commandments; but convince me more 
and more, how little it will profit me to gain the whole 
world. and lose my oWn soul; that being possessed with an 
awful fear of thy displeasure, I may never dare to do any 
thlngbut what thou :approvest, and of which I maybe able 
to give a comfortable account at the great day of the Lord ' 
Jesus. 

Ditectme; 0 my God, to those means which will inform 
my understandi'ng; and satisfy m'ydoubts ,and if it should 
be mpnisTottune; after aH my ehcpiiries, to fall into any un­
willing error ;Jnd mistake; 0 Lord~'lay il not to my chargeD 
Dor let it ever'provoke thy anger against me. 

B~t,O Lorp, if it be .thy good pleasure, thatIshould still 
remam undel doubts, glVe me grace, I beseech t11ee to sub:'; 
mit to,thy 'will, and to wait with patience, till thou seest fit 
to instruct me better; and whatever advantages as to this -
w0rld, I inay lose by it, yet let me still retain my innocence. 
and have the comfort and support of a good conscic'nce, 
Suffer me not', to be so r'egardless of my eternal' interest, as 
for the; sake of any temvoral adtantage, to forfeit thy fa= 
vour, which 'is better than all the enj0yments of this world. 

o Lotd, I leave myself in thy hands; and I most hum~ 
hly l,Jeseech thee to carry me thlolighrhis and all other dif~ 
fiwlties, and bri'ng me to' that blessed place of rest and peace, 
where I shall be out of all temptation, and danger of offend.; 
ing thee, and where I shall fove and praise thee throughout 
all ages. 

Grant this, 0 merciful Father, for the sake" and through 
fhemetits of my dear H.edcemer Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A 'Tharilcsgi'uingftr Dcli,)~raJlce.frompny Trouble 
. or~'Affiicti(jJl either in Body or Mind. 

OiryGod,:infinite-ing'ood:ness: I thy unwohhfservant~ 
who have so deeply tasted of thy fat."lerly love, desire with 
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9 greattul heart to speak of thy bounty and loving-kindires~ 
towards me •. I adore, and ble~s, and praise thy holy name, 
for all thy meicie~ both spiritual aJ:d temporal, f:orn time ~9 

, . time bestowed upon, fiG; partlc\11;trly, 0 
Tbis is to be alter- Lord t admire thy· goodness for delivering 

led according to the - ' ' h' . b ' .m" ' b' 
particular caRe. m~ trom [loS( oddy a'I'lc~10ns, troll ':,s of 

iJU"nd 9r state oj poverty, (;Ic.] wherewith l 
have i~tely been exercised: Thou, o Lord, ha~st perfected 
thy strength in my weakness: thou hast gracl~usly heard 
my prayer; thou hast considered my trouble, andknow~ 
my soul in adversity: therefore will I praise the, L?rd ~() 
long as I live; so long as 1 have any being, I will give thanks 
unto my God~,. . " . ' " , 

ArId I beseech thee, 0 my God, let the due remembrance 
of thy mercies so thoroughly affect my 50ul, that I may be 
ashamed as well as afraid to offend thee; that the remain­
der of my life: may be de,dicatet! ,to ~he sqvice of my God; 
who hath dealt so bountifully with me. Make me to place 
my chief joy and satisfaction in running the }Vay~ of thy 
commandments, n0W thou hast set my heart adiberty. , 

And, 0 Lord, I beseech thee to. pity and H;lieye ;111 thos~ 
who labour under the like difficuli:ies, £l·om which thou hast 
graciously delivereJ thy servant, or any other adverfitY. 
Give them patience arid comfort under their afflictions, and 
stich a reasonable trust and confidence in thee, as may be 
wdl-pleasii1g in thy sight, that they may not be discourag~d ; 
21iJ iri thy good time deliver th~m from all tl~eir troubles; 
arid let thy goodness excite ri,e to help sUe'h as I know are iIi 
any difficulty, according as I am able! that we m,ay all praise 
thy holy name, and speak of all thy marvelous lovin,g-kind'-' 
nesses, and glorify thee oy v/alking before lhee inholinc~s 
and righteousness all our days, that at Ia,t we may be ad. 
mitted into the glory of thy kingdom, through th<" merits 
arid mediation of our :-;a\'iour, to sing praises an~ hall:ilujahS 
to thee, and to the Lamb [or ever and ever; Amen. 

A Pray,er for tXe j)rotection if Angels. 
(CoHcct fot St. Michael's Day.) 

o EVERl.ASTING God, who hast ordained and bmsHtit­
ted the services of \Ingels and, men in a wonderful order; 
mercifully grant, that as thy holy angels always do thee 
service in Heaven, so by thy appointment they may sue ... 
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:c.ourand defend me on eartp, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Jimek 

. 
A Prayer, for a rifS.'lzt use qf the Jjlcans qf Grace. 

(From Mr. Nelson.) 

; . GRANT, 0 Lord, that I may constantly attend the public 
Institutions of thy holy religion, that I may neVEr neglect 
those means which thou h~st established for the purifying 
iriy corrupt nature, 'and for reforming whatever is amis, in 
the frame and temper of my mind: That I may approach 
thy presence with humility and devotion; hear thy word 
wjth revere.nce and attention, receIVe thy holy sacrament 
with faith, thanksgiving, and charity; that by these ordi. 
il~nces of thy appoint~ellt; my soul may be nourished with 
all ,goodneos, and in such a measure prepared for that sal. 
Vati')l1, which the blessed J eSlIs hath purchased, that I may 
dtpart in peace, and in the faith and fear of God's elect; 
through the same Jesus Christ bur Lord. Amen • 

.Ii Prayer for a right llse (JJthe Scriptures. 
(From I1lr. Ncl~on.) 

, AL~IIGHTY God, who hast not abandoned us to the dim 
light of our own reason to conduct us to happiness; but, 
when mankind had miserably mistaken the object of their 
w.orship, and the right manner .of performing it, wert gra. 
ciously pleased to rev,eal t'o us in the holy scriptures what. 
ever is necessary for us to believe aild practise in order to 
anT eternal salvation; grant that I may with care and diIi. 
genee apply myself to the reading of those sacred volumes; 
allu do thou open my eyes, that I may see the wonderous 
things of thy law.. Let me peruse them with that reverence 
alid resped which js .due to thy gracious manifestations; 
wit,h an entire ·submission of my understanding to thy divine 
authority, arid with a sincere a11d stedfast resolution of mind, 

I to govern my life by the maxims of thy holy gospel, and to 
bbey' and submit to thy blessed will in every thing. Let thy 
precious promises quicken my obedience, and make me 
fruitful and abundant in the work of the Lord. Let thy 
Qreaded tl1reatenings turn me from my sins, and make' me 
~peedily depart from all iniquity: And thou, who workest 
in m~ to will and to do of thy &ood pleItS~lre, teal;h me tv 

~Vv 
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obey all thy comm:mdments, to believe all thy revelations. 
and make l~le pari:ak'~r of all thy gracious promises, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. A me n. ' 

A Prayer qfter the reading if the Holy Scriptures. 

o INFINITELY holy and gbrious God, I render thee hearty 
thanks fflr tht: mad ifc:;tation of thy word, and for the 
means of grace therein described, pr!,'pofed and offered to 
us Thy word dj,covers to me the evil of sin, that hath 
overspread my ~nl;; and the evil of punishment, which 
will certainly be 1.,l1ictcd on the tran!;gn",sors. Sin hath 
corrupted my he,rt, ,hTk-:lled my undcrctanding, infected 
my will. It hath ;oluted my memory, defiled my imagina­
tion, r.lised my rt'ason again,t the obedience of faith, and 
h'lth made m'~ yield my m~mbers sel vants to iniquity unto 
iniquity. I have been mi,erably deceived by thinking my­
self innocent, for refrain;']g from gros:;er acts of impiety: 
Whereas tby law, diifuing its spiri:ual light through my 
soul, teacheth me, that the imaginations of my heart arc: 
evil, and continually evil. 

Let this w,)rd which I have now read, have a blessed ef. 
fect upon me! let it s:1ew unto me my fall in Adam, and 
my restoration in Christ. Strengthen my faith, that I may 
rely on the word of thy gospel, and b.:: thereby born again 
int.o a lively hope, and cleansed from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit. Let me never rest in an external perfor­
mance of a few religious Juties, but grant that I may in­
wardly digest thy word, and that the sanctifying effects 
thereof may diffuse itself through soul ani body, will and 
understanding, thoughts and desires, life and actions. 

Enable me by thy &pirit faithfully to do thy will, and to 
establiwh my whole religion upon the safe foundation of thy 
word. Have cOl?passion also upon all those tbt sit as yet 
in darkness, and III the shadow of death, and guide them 
by thy word into the way of life and peace'! Amen. 

A Pralfcrfor a right use oj Time_. 
(From the V{!101e Duty of Man.) 

MOST gracious God, I adore thy infinite goodness and 
fatience,. which hath not cut me off i~ the midst of my fol. 
,,1(;6 and SlllS. Grant therefore, graclOus Lord, that I may 
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nc longer abuse that precious time, which thoq' hast. alot, 
ted me to secure that h<lppin,ess, which is great in it­
self, and' infinite in its continuance. Call me from all 
those vain amusements, those trifling entertainments, and 
cruel diversions, which have robbed me of many valuable 
hours, and have endangered the loss of my immortal soul 
in the day of judgH1ent. . fea!;h me so to number my days. 
~hat I may apply ~y heart unto wisd(j\11 ; so that by dili. 
gence ar:d b{)f1e~\ y in my calling, by constancy and fervour 
in my devotions, by muderatiGP a!ld temperance in my 
pleasures and rttrrations, by jil~tice and charity in all my 
words and actiow., aBd by :'CCpitlg ;) conscience void .of of • 

. fence bot!; tPwa~d3 God ;;ud nJ;!,n, 1 may be able to give a 
good account ther-oof, who'\ ',ummoned before the judg­
ment seat of Chil-,,, w !.t'1'I.; I ('(?y th,,[ I may be accepted 
~hrough the merit~ of tlly Ron J e,us Christ, our mediatol' 
a.nd advocate. limen. 

A Prayer for Grace to use our Speech aright. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

o LORn, 01.\f gracious God, set a watch, before my mouthA 
lind keep the dClor of my lips, tbt nothing 1hence may pro­
ceed but what shall be, som.~ wJ.y or other, good for the use 
of edifying. Hdp me tc bo:.;, my m(iuth as with a bridle, 
when I am p~Gvoktd to'rc~j; wnadvi~edly with my lips; and 
let no profane vr 101.11 IJng,Llge P\v:,:,~d ullt of my mOl!th, 

I nor any thing be said by 1m:, that ought not to be named 
. among christians. 

o Lord, open tho1.\ tI1)' li(-,s, that my mouth may shew: 
forth thy prais;; make me forward to speak for thee, an<\ 
for the service of thy truth, and the glory cf thy nam'e i 
and as slow to speak evil, and to defile myself, or to hurt 
my neighbour. Give me, Lord, a considerate nlind to. 
weigh what is fit to be said; and make me wise and se­
rious. sober and modest, pious and charitable in what I 
speak, tha~ it may be without offence, but not without some 
pr~t to the partners in my conversation. Put such thoughts, 
into my mind, and such words into my mouth" that my: 
tongue may be as the pen of a ready writer, to utter things, 
seasonable and acc,eptable, for the benefit of my compan­
ions, and that I may never abuse the liberty of speech into, 
the li9mtiou,sness Qf vain or evil-speaking; but turn and 
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employ it to the wise, and good, a,nd worthy ends fur. 
which it wa'·' given; and speak of, and for thy testimonies) 
even hefore the greatest, without being ashamed. . 

~) let the lying lips be put to silence, that speak grievou$ 
tl'ings proudly and 'contemptuously against the righteou~ • 
./I nil let such as fear thee, and think upon thy name, speak 
often to one another of thy commandments and loving 
kindness; so as to promote and set forward their common 
edification and consolation, and eternal salvation, through 
thy gracious goo~ness to them in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the, right Exercise of Zeal. 
(From Mr. Nelson.) 

ALMIGHTY God, who art the first and chiefest good, en": 
gage all the powers and faculties of my,soul to lm'e and de',,: 
light in thee; and to place all affiance, trust and confidence 
in thee. Teach me to proportion my zeal to the value of 
t1;~ngs, that I may love thee, the Lord my God, with al1 my 
he;rt, with all my soul~ and with all, my strength ; and in 
the: fut place to seek the kingdom of heaven. Let myzea~ 
hwc: a re,pect unto :>11 thy commandments, that it may never 
degenerate into hypocri,y and faction but that I may always. 
PUFU':: it by just and proper means, and may never think to 
promote t!1Y honour, and the saferyof thy church, by ways. 
offen" i ve to thee, and which thou hast forbid. Let not a 
gOld end prevail upon me to use any unlawful means that" 
may advance it, but that tnlsting in thy providence, and de­
pending upon thy care of our most holy faith, I may never 
start from the way of my duty, in all those methods I shall 
at any time pursue, in order to preserve it. Grant this, a. 
Lord, for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen. . 

A Prayel'fir abili~1j to acquit ourselves as we ought. 
in our several pl{{c~s and relations. 

(From Mr. Jenks,) 
.. , 

o LORD, our Lord! thy word enjoi.ns us y;rherein we 
are called therein to abide with God. And this is the duty 

. which we are especially to take care of, next to the care of 
our souls, to study to be quiet, and to do our own business, 
that we may provide for ourselves, and for our dependants, 
arid render to all their dues, and not be burdensom~, but 
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helpful to others. 0 thou that givest skill and ability fo'!.' 
~he performance of those offices to which thou callest,.teach 
and enable me, I beseech thee, for the work of my place, 
and 2,1l the duties of my calling. Good Lord! pardon all 
my past lmfaithfulness anll negligence herein, and direct, 
and bless, and accept, and assist me in discharging it for 
the time to come. ·0 make me so contented with what I 
get by honest \TIeans, that I may never offer to go beyond, 
or defral.ld my neighbours in any matter, but be p\.1nctually 
just in all my dealings, and conscientiously perform my du. 
l:y in all my relationil, carrying myself as I ought towards 

, eVEryone with whom I am any ways concerned in the 
world, whether superior, eqllal, or inferior, OfftilSive to 
none; but as I have power and opportunity for it, good and 
useful to all. 0 let me not walk disorderly, nor be guilty 
of the impertinence and mischief to be negligent at home» 
and to busy myself abroad in other men's matters; but 
may I keep my own station, and with quietness work and 
pt my 0'/11 bread; 311d provide things honest in the sight 
of all men, following "ftn that which is lotTe1y and of good. 
report; and herein exercising myself, to have always the 
conscience void of offence towards God and towards men ;, 
yea, whatever allY may jmtly expect from me, help me, 0 
my God, to discharge it faithfully and acceptably; and 
command a blessing, Lord, upon all my honest labours and 
endeavours, and make them successful to promote my own 
and others real and eternal good, and to glorify thy blessed 
flame, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A PrDyeriar Divine Assistance. 
(Fr.om J\Ir. Jenks.) 

o LORD God Almighty, who givest power to the faint, 
and ~ncreasest strength to them that have no might ! With~ 
out thee I can <10 nothi;1g, nor so' much as will or think any 
good, nor keep myself from any evil; but by thy gracious 
pssistance it is that I am enabled for the performance of eve­
ry duty lying upon me : and my help ~s in the name of the 
lord, who made heaven and earth: and thou art able to 
keep us from falling, and to make us perfect in every good 
work, to do thy will; working in us that which is weil­
pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ. Yea, thou 
hast encouraged us to come boldly to the throne of gra€e, 
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~bt we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. Lord of power and love, I come, trusting in thy 
almighty strength, and thy infinite goodne:;s, and thy gra. 
cIOUS promise, to beg from thee what is wanting in myself; 
nen that grace which shall help me such to be, and so to 
do, ag thou wouldst have me. 0 my God! let thy grace 
be sufficient for me, and ever p;-esent with me; and let thy 
toed Spirit help my infirmitis, and strengthen me with 
might in the inner man, so as to enable me against my sins, 
and for thy :;ervlce, that I may be strong in the Lord, and 
iT: the power of his might, and do all things as I ought~ 
furcLcgh Christ strengthening rue. 

o tbou that hast shew'ed thyself still gracious on my behalf', 
:;tnt! brought me on hitherto, never cast me off, I beseech 
thee, nor abandon me over to rr.yself, who am a reed sha~ 
ken v{iLh the wind, a leaf driven to and fro; but ld me still 
experience thy help at hand, and my God performing all 
things for me. I will go forth in the strength of the L.ord 
God, and trust in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlasting 
strength. 0 my Lord! come in to my succour, alld be 
thou my helper, te carry me on beyond my own strength, 
;md to nuke aU that I think, and ;;peak, and do, acceptable 
in thy sight. 0 may I both put forth myself, to ,.tir up the 
grace of God that is in me; and also find such fresh supplies 
of grace, that I may see my desires. accomplished, and my 
tlHlcavours brought to good (,ff,·ccc: <lnd so rejoice in the 
Lenl, ami glory in thy holy name, ~hrou~}l Jesus Cllf~S~, 
Ollr strength and Redeemer. Amen. . 

A Prayerjbr Sincerit.}f.. 
(From Mr. Jenks.) 

() my I,orcl, the only wise God, whose unilerstandl'rlg. 
i, infinite, z:nd from whom no thought can be withhold en I 
Thou filkst the whole world with thy presence, and ha~t 
all tbings ever naked and open before thine ey~s. Thou 
tJnt te:lchest m:m all his knowledge, shalt not thou know! 
o LOl'd, let thy all-seeing eye, and not the eye of the world, 
be the star I steer my course by; and thy bles~ed favour, 
more than the liking of any sinful men, be ever my.study 
and delight. Search me, 0 God, and try me; and wha~­
ever unpardoned guilt, or unrepented wickedness; wll.ltev­
er unknown error, or countenanced lust lies in my soul, 0 
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help me to see it, and ot thy mercy ~e1i'ler me from It; anlt 
let me not regard iniquity in my heart, and let no presump­
tuous sins have dominion over me. Let me not allow my­
self in any WJYs of wickdness, nor go on in formality and 
hypocrisy to serve thee, but walk before thee with an upright 
heart. and do ali sincerely and h~artily to the Lord. 0 let 
me not be only almost, but :,ltog<:ther a christian; obeying 
from the heart all r',lY will delivered to us, to be done by us J 
and not S,) much .:onc(,rlled to seem religioU3 and good, Z! 

such to be in deed and truth. Make me willing w part 
with the dearest sins, and to perform the hardest duties, fur 
the sake of the Lord, who parted wiJ-l the highest glory, 

'and underwent rl~e sorest misery, for the sake of my soul. 
o make me true to my own convictions, and faithful in e:;(;", 

erting my own endeavours: yca, make me ever jealous ever 
my own heart. and co;'s~ientious in all my thoughts, and 
words, and ways. Thdt I may not go self-colldemned, f.nf 
walking in disguise and only appearing to be what I am not; 
that my praise may not be of men, but of God; ami that 
I may have continual rejoicing in the testimony of a good 
conscience, and that peace of God which passeth all un­
derstanding. 0 my F".ther, who seest in secret! let the 
pleasing of thy IlOly will, and the honouring of, thy blessed 
name, and the e.:joying of thy gracious fave,uT, be the great 
end, which I design ~,nd ;Jim at, in all my 2diol1s and un­
dertakings : that thou, the great and good Goc, mayest in 
all things be glorified by me, through Jesus Christ. Alllen. 

A Prager for a meek and quiet Spirit. 
(from the Whole' Duty of JI.lan.) 

o FATHER almighty, and God of all comfort, look with 
thy tenderest piry upon me, a weak and frail creature, who 
am encomp2.ssed 2botJt with many and great infirmities. 
My nature if: COHLpt, my passions are strong and violent, 
and I am so prone to peevishness and anger, that almost ev_ 
ery slight provoc:ltion dl'orders my mind. This is What I 
llewail and lament, humbly beseeching thee to pardon all this 
my sin and folly, and to give me a meek and quiet epirit, a 
patient and forgiving temper, and an humble, chHitable~ 
and christian disposition; tlJdt my mind may at all times be 
quiet and easy, my carriage gentle, kind and obliging unto 
all men; and the whole conduct Ilnd deportment of my life' 
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sus; to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honour 
and glory, for ever. Ii J!ltn~ 

A Prayer for Clwstity; 

(Fronl the Whole Duty of l'.lan.) 

HoLY, holy, holy Lord God of i10StS! who art of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, vvhose Holy Spirit delightetl) 
to dwell in pure and chaste hearts; I most hUnibly beseech 
thee to send thy Spirit of purity and holiness iflto my heart, 
and to preserve me chaste ahd spotless. clean and rlndefiled 
in thy sight; th~t my body m::Iy be a holy temple, and my 
soul a sa:1Ctuary fit for the reception of thy divine holiness; 
}"orgi"'~ me all my past impurities, _'{hether in thought; 
word, or deed; teprove in me the :pirit of hl.t ; kindle the 
fre of thy holy love in my he~rt, and let it consume all my 
dross; that I niay no more grieve thy blessed Spirit by any 
work of darkneso; but after a chiste and religious life here, 
I may be presented before thy tribunal, ~rashed and clcans~ 
cd in the blood of the Lamb, and reign with thee for ever; 
.Ammo 

A Frayer for Temperance; 

(From tLe 'Whole Duty of Man.) 

o GOD, who madest every thing good, and givest aU 
things richly to enjoy; give me the spirit of temperance 
and sobriety, that I may use thy creatures in the same meas';' 
l!lre, and to the same purposes, for which thou hast design­
ed theni.. Forgive that intemperance, which I have been 
guilty of in meat, drink, apparel, and pleasure [particu­
larly j'ere mention wr,i/ YOIl are mort guilty if] al1d nev::r 
L:t my botly any more be oppressed with surfeiting and 
drun kennes', or the luxuries of a sensual life. Subdue my 
app~tite to reason and to thy grace, that my table may be no 
more a (mare unto me, nor my food become a temptation, a 
5;1: or a dis::2se; but that I may henceforward hunger and 
thIrst after righteousness, and count it my meat and drink 
to do thy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Am;n. 
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A Prayer against Coveto~neSiS. 

(Froni the Whoie Dllty of Man;) 

, ALMIGHTY Gorl, the author and giver of all that :t en~ 
joy, govern my affections towards the things of this world, 
that 110 greatness of gain may tempt me to the least injus­
tice, either by fraud or oppression; but that I may commit 
myself to thy providence in the use bf honest endeavours; 
that, while I am supporting a dying body, I may remember 
I have, an irnmortal soul, which iminediately deserves my 
greatest care. Teach me to enjoy the good things thou 
hast given me, C,vith temperance, thankfulness, and charity; 
and readily to part with them, rather than h forsake thy 
huth, Or to make shipwreck of a good conscience toward 
God or man. Fix my thoughts, my hopes, and my desires up­
bn heaven ~rid heavenly things; that, having always in view 
that crown of glory, which thou hast laid up for me hereafter, 
I may press toward the mark for the prize of the high call­
Ing of' God in Christ Jesus; and being strengthened by his 
grace, and supported by thy Holy Spirit, I may run with 
patience the race thou hast set before m'~; that when the 
great day bf retribution shall come, I m3Y look up to my 
most merciful judge with joy and comfort, and may hear 
those blessed words pronouriced unto ine, Well done thou 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. And this I beg in the name, and through the merits 
~f lily Soh Jesus Christ. A'nien. 

A Prayer for Chastity. 

" eRE 1 T and glorious Lord God: thou art a being of in­
fJnite holiness, and unspotted purity, arid hast declared thy 
hatred and abhorrence of all impurity and uncleanpess. I 
fm;,setit myself be(ore thee at thi, time, beseeching thee to 
give me a ,heart full of sorro,'.' and concern, f?r that the tem­
per and dioposition of my mind are so opposite and contrary 
to thee, and that I am 80 far from that purity and lJOliness 
which thou reCluirest, and which is necessary to make me 
meet to relish' and p~utake of the joys <1nd delights of thy 
kingdom. 

2X 



rl'b is is to be used 
by such whose case 
re'luil'e, it. 
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***'* [1'1 come unto thee to beg relieiand as~ 
sistance from thee, and to beseech theeJ 
for 1he sake of thy dear Son, to pardon 
and forgive all th,~ impure and wicked 

thoughts, desires, and I~Jurposes, wbich I have ever entet:.: 
tained in my mind, and ,all the immodest and uncha5te be-; 
haviour and actibnS of rhy life. And, 0 merciful God, I 
likewIse implore pardon arid fbrgiveness for all who have 
tempted me, or been tempted by tne, cir have been partakers 
with me in any kind of impurity. Rescue them from the 
power and dominion of their lusts, arid grant that they may 
be converted unto thee."] 

o be thou pleased to purge and cleanse my soul from all 
filthiness of flesh and spir:t, and grant that riiy body may be 
a holy ter;llple, fit for thy Holy Spirit to dwell in. 

To this end, do thou enable me to mortify and tubdue' 
all fleshly lusts, which war against the soul, which \70und 
the concienc(, grieve the Holy Spirit, and render the tnind 
unfit for the perfon'nance of holy duties. 

Create in i'ne, 0 God, a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit ",'it'hin me. Put thy feat into my heart, and cause 
in my soul a steclfast resolution against, and detestation of 
all uncleanness. Let m'- ever remnnber that thou ait every 
where present, and that:::ll things how secret soever they 
may be kept from men, are naked and open to the ers of 
him with whom we have to do. Let me ever remember 
that thy holy word declares, that whoremongers, and :ldul.' 
teters, shall be j uclged and condemned by thel~, and that no 
unclean person shan enter ibM thy' kingdom, ar.d that fof 
the sake of these thirgs, the wrath of. God cometh UpOR 

the children of disob(:dience. 
And that I ma}' obtain the grace of chastity, make me, 

o GDd, careful and diligent in the use of those means that 
aTe necessary to this end. J know, 0 I,ord that purity is 
thy gift; but 1 kIlO'll· likt'w'ise, that thou wilt not bestow it 
on such as be slofhful and negI:gent, and will not use the· 
rneans which thou hast :'PPolnted for the attainmenf of it; 
Let me be diligent 3nd j'ndustrious in the place and sfatioIT_ 
wherein thy providence has set nlf:, considering that idle· 
ness is the occaoion of impurity. Teach me to keep a strict 
guard over my senses, to refnin from all evil aJid corrupt 
comn:1~n~cations; aDd grant that my sp€ech may be such, as 
may mWIster to the edification of those with. whom I con,,; 
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verser Teach me to be sober in my attire, moderate Ia my 

.. diet, temperate in the use of all things, prudent in the 
.choice of my company, dispo~ed to practise the necessary 
duties of monification and self-denial, watchful over my 
own heart, stifling ana suppressing the very first motions to 
i,npurity. 

Let me abstain from seeing all such sights, and refrain 
from reading all such books, as are apt to excite in me any 
looseness or levity of spirit; and let me be constant and dil­
igent in readil12: and meditating on the holy scriptures, 
which are apt to cleanse the heart, and to excite pious af. 
fections in my soul. 

Make me mipdful of the dlgnity and holiness of my pro. 
fe~sion, and to f't11tmba, that if anyone defile the temple 
of God, .him will Cod destroy. 

Give me a jUSf est, em <Iud value for the hon,'urable estate 
of marriage> whic: tilOLl h;]st ordained as a remedy against 
fornication; and brant that ,wIlen I enter into it) I m'iy 
nC',er abuse It, by allowing myself such liberties as are in. 
Gon.,i;tent with the purity of the christian religion. 

Grant that my coul and body m.1Y be preserved pure ancl 
undeiiled, tbt gl(1rifyin.~~ thee in my body, and in my spirit 
llOW, [ may herclftcr b~ glor;fi~d by thee, 

Give me a linn ;aith ill thy power for the subduing all 
impurity, and whenever is contrary to thy blessed -Nill, in my 
soul. Let no di.couragcmc:nts keep me from presenting 
frequent ar;d ferv:nt peti'inns to thee for this excel:ent and 
necessary ;;ift in the mme of our great mcdi,ltor Jesus 
Chist; to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be aU 
honour :Inc! glory, thanksgiving and praise, llOW and for 
ever. Amm. 

A Prayer for Submission to the Trill qf God, and 
jl)}, Contentmc7il. 

I. 0 ALMIGHTY and all-wise God, the creator, disposer and 
governor o£ al! tltings; fl (lin thee I have my being, and of 
thy fullness I have all that I possess and enjoy. 0 God, grant 
th~ltI m"y always adore ?-nd reverence thee as the supreme 
object of my love, my fear, my hope, and my trust; and 
th;Jt I may itnckr thee 3;1 those religiolls and devout affee­
t~OIlS) which arc l\l1;C to th<;e my maker <lnd sovereign Lord. 
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II. 'Whateyer tnou pleasest, that d cest thou ,i~ heaven and 
in earth; from thee cometh every gpod a~:o/rerfect gift, 
Dcithc,r is there any evil that cometh, that thou hast not ap~ 
pointed; thou makest poor, and makest rich; thou bringebt 
low and liftest u~,; grant therefore, I may reverence and ac­
knowle.:ge thy provicience in every thing that pefalls me, and 
LOIn thence adore thy goodness, and acknowledge thy jus~ 
tice, and pay all humble submission to. thy soyereign will 
and pltasure, out of a firm persllasion oC thy infini~e wis-
dom and goodness. ' 

III. 0 God who in thy wisdom hast ordailled the several 
ordErS, and degrees, the several different states and condi­
tions of men in this world; grant me full CO!1tentnient of 
p1ind in that state thou leat bC'en ple'lsed to place me, and 
humility to acquiesce ill t!1y dispoc:ll of me, and grace care~ 
fully and faitl:fully to discharge thoce duti(;s it requires of 
me:. Grant me patience under aU losses and disaproint­
ments, and remove all repining and envy far from me, 

IV. 0 God, I am th y creature; my entire dependence is 
0:1 thee; grant th::\t therefore my faith, my hope and my trust, 
may always be in thee, and that my hope aZ:lJ' my trust may 
not be in vain; and grant I may always fear and DOey thee, 
for then thou hast promised thou ,-,yilt never leave me nor 
forsake me.' . I will therefore take no anxious thought for 
my life, what I shall eat, or what I shall drink, or whefe~ , 
withal I shall be cloathed, (as a Gentile that knows thee not) 
seeing thou knowest I h:we . need of all these things, and 
tlut jf I seek thy righteousness, all these things, shall be ad­
ded unto me, out of thy great bounty and fullne',3. No~ 
will I be di,mayed at any calamity thou in thy wise provi­
dence shalt order for me, seeing all things shall work ~o,:: 
gether for good to tb'~111 tlut love and fear thee. . 

V. Take from me all sorrow, that the love of worldly. 
things may at any time raise in me, fr 0 111· rr,'y diiappointed 
hopes and designs in the world, or from any evils or·cabm d 

ities of this life. Let me not hereafter wish for prosperity, 
for health, or life; but witl1 the prospect of 5pending them 
with thee, and for thy glory. I pray not tll;:.t thou wouldst 
give me either prosperity or adversity, health or sickness, lif~ 
or death; but that thou wouldst dispose my prosperity and 
my adversity, my health, my sickness, my life, and my death, 
for thy glory, and for my own etaml welfare, Thou only 
In ·t" J' C h (~ owe~ V1a,~t 1S m')3t rxpe'.llcnt.or me; t eu art my save· 



(eigu master and Lord, guide and govern me at thy ple~surel. 
give me, or take from me, a$ s~eI?est best to thy providence, 

. fmd in all things conform my will to thine. And grant 

. that with an.humble submiss~on and holy confidence, I may 
~qually reverence and adore the different events which thou, 
~halt bring upon me. 

VI. 0 God, grant that I may with a constant evenneSlI 
of spirit embrace all thy disposals, for as much as I know 
not what to ask~ and cannot desire absolutely one event rarh. 
er than an.other without presumption, and without making 
myself the judge of all that train of future things which 
thy wisdom has so justly concealed from my view. I know, 
.0 Lord, my whole knowledge may lx! rediJceu to this one 
point; thdt it is good to ob-~y thee, and evil to oH;:nd thee. 
lIfter this, ~ know not what is be~t N worst amongst all 
things. I knO\i\' nc..t what is m03t profitable for me, health, 
or sickness, ricl .... t;:·. or poverty. any <;:ondition, any circum­
stances of thi:, wDrld ; .' uch a Judgment surpasseth the force 
and sagacity of ;"an, and Les hid amongst the secrets of thy 
good providence; whic'l I will reverence and adore, and 
humbly submit 0, but will never di'pt,tt Of murmur against. 
l"inally,O my God, I commit my life, and the dearest con~ 
cerns dlat 8ttend it, to tby di,posal, in the name (,1' JeClls 
~lui'>t my S3viour, bes'~eclling thee, for his sake, by such 
WJYs and means as ~11O~ sees~ fit, to brillg me to life eter­
md. limen. 

A Pra?jerjur Charit.!}. 
(From IIlr. Jenks.) 

o MOS"f gracious and mercifl,ll Lord our Gul, who art 
very goodness and love it,elf; thou h;;tst commanded, th<lt 
he who loveth thee, should love his brother also! yca, tb~t 
we should love our neighbour as ourselves. Father of mer­
cies, forgive ml: all my sins of Ul1chafitablenes. ; and give 
me a heart to abound with loving-kindness to all the par­
t~kt:rs of my nature, that are the work of thy hands, and 
sharers in my hope. Let me not despise any for their low 
estate, nor 11,\te any for their abusive c~,rriage, or cast offany 
as reprobate for their scandalous wickedneos; but be kindly 
ajf~ctio\1i.:d unto all; de~irous of their holiness and happi­
ness, and contributing what lies in me to prol1;ote it; S~l~W­
i11g the mercy '.dlil.:h thou knowest I need; and forglVlJ1g 
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others as I myself desire to be forgiven; yea, ready to dis~ 
tribute, and willing to communicate. As I would be 
glad to find favour and receive supply of my own wants~ 
give me, gracious God, a large heart and (according to my 
ability) an open hand, that I may give cheerfully, and sow 
plentifully while I have time, doing good unto all. men, es­
pecially to them that are of G\e household of falth; yea, 
loving th,: opportunities of such well doing; and blessing 
thy name, who hast so bloOssed <J.nd enabled me j and refresh­
ing myself, in making the poor to bless mf'. 

And 0 that we may all approve ourselves the disciples or 
our Lord, by the love we have for one another; and shew 
that we are passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren~' and bear the ~reatest kindness to the children 
of God; ever esteeming and l~vil1g them above all ; and 
holding 'such as pearest and dearest'to us, that are so to 
thy bl}':ssed seiL 0 let Q4~ love be wi~hout dissimula­
tion ; not only in word ~nd in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth; loving one another with a pure ~eart fervently; 
loving even the worst, so as to wish them ~vell, and seek 
thei: good! apd having our delight in the saints that are 
in the earth and the righteous that are more excellent than 
tlmT neighbo·urs! loving them for thy holy image and Spir­
it set upon them: and setting our hearts upon them, because 
thou art with them and hast a peculiar favour ~o thel11, ~nd 
with an everla~ting love ha;t loved them. -

o Lord of love, kee,p me from censoriousnes;s, ~n,d rash 
jurlging of any; that I may think and hope the best of all" 
'which their case \\lill admiI; and love everyone for his s~ke 
who has ~hewed the greatest love for us all, even our ~ear­
est Lord and only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A dc'(,'oz:[ Prayer tl/at may be used at any Time. 

01\:1"1' God 1 infinite in goodness and boundless in mer­
cy to rtll '/iho love and obey thee; grant me grace, I be­
seech thee, to love thee with all niy heart, with all my 
soul, and with all my strength, and for thy sake to love aU 
men as ~1yself: give me a ch;tritable upinion of them aU, 
wkther friends or en(;mres; sut1er me liot rashly to judge 
(Dr contemn any person of wh~t state or condition soever, 
and if it be my own lot to be despised and rejected bv 
others, teach me therewith to be content. " 
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"Tant tnat I may never study to please men in arty thing, 
whereby I may be in danger of displeasing thee; and that 
it may always be my chief and bnly desire~. to promote thy 
honour, and to fulfil in all things thy most holy will. . 

Give me grace, 0 heavenly fathet, to be entirely sub. 
missive and contented under all affliction$, disappointments 
and sufferings, which it is thy pleasure I should endu!."ej 
and which thy wi,:dotn snaH judge prbper and useful to ad­
vance me towards thee. And grant that by every tribula;; 
tion and adversity \fhich may befal me, whether directly 
from thy hand, or from men, as thy instrul11tnts, I may 
be weaned from the world, and more tloselr united to 
thee. . ' 

o heavenly father, I beseech thee, by the merits and 
death of thy son,' to give me grace, to have thee always 
Edore my eyes; and with a holy fear seriously to consider 
the hour of my death, which is so uncertain; the sh9ft,;, 
ness of my life, of v;;hich, alas! I have so unprofitably, 
for trifles, already lost so great a part j the dzy of juclg~ 
ffi<_nt, wh!ch is so awful to the good, aild,so terrible tei 
the wicked; and upon the infinite and eternal punishments 
which shall then be: illflicted upon impenitent sinneis. 

And filially grant, 0 inl1nite bounty, that I may never 
seek or find peace or pleasure in any thing without thyself; 
and that thy will may be the rule bf n1y conduct and of 
all my ad ions in this world, and thou thyself ffi'y eternal 
bliss and ha; piness in that which is to come, 

o most gracious Saviour! keep me from presuming 
~n my own sufficr.ency; from relying OIl my own actions, 
<J'nd my oWn conduct. Gnmt that.I may not trust in any 
thing, but in thte alone, and in thy all-su:-rcien~ nlerii:s, 
that all my hope, and all my confidence may be in them; 
yet so as never to make me neglect any opportunity of per­
form~ng that which thy grace hath ella.bled l1;e t? 09. 

Fill my heart, 0 bles'oed Jesus! With a lIvely sense of 
thy divine love; arid deliver me from .. ~ll the inclinations 
Of impure and deceitful self-love. Ral:;e l'ily desm:s, en o 

lighten mine eyes, arId touch n'y soul, in order to give me 
tne true knowledge and sense of thy love, of thy mer­
cres, of thy wisdol'1', and of thy power: as a.lso of my 
own nothingness; of my darkness and unfaithfulness; 
of my folly and wickedness; of my misery and of my 
iyeakness. 



o dearest Redeemer! Grant I may never lose the tne~ 
mary of thy passion and dpth, but may always have TC­

c'ourse to thy merits and sufferings, as to an assured refuge;. 
~nd as a blessed means of reconciliation to my offendeq 
God; and that I may look. on thy wounds, as an effectual 
remedy to cure all the defilements and corruptions of my 
sinful nature. ' 

o prince of love! fiJI me so ~'ii:h thy divine love, that 
for the ~ake thereof all toil artd travail, all dangers and diffi. 
culties may be sweet and easy to me ; and that iri compari­
Son of 'thy sacred love, I may louk upon all thy creaturesj 
all their comforts, all their joys andall their recreations, as 
mean and contemptible; that if at any time thy infinite 
;"visdom shall think fit to withdraw them from me, I may 
feel as great cheerfulness in submitting to the want of them, 
as I have sometimes found reluctancy to be deprived of 
them. limen. 

siioRT PRAYEri.s Fti.O:\I rin. WARllEN. 

Defore you tead the Dible, or other good book, pray thus ~ 

OPEN mine eyes, good tot-d, that I may read the truths 
contained in thi, holy book: Give me a good tinderstand~ 
iag, !lnd fJithful memory, to apprehend and retain them: 
Grant that I may follow the instructions, keep the preceptsJ 
='elieve the promises, and dread the thteatenings, that so 
they may be instrumental to my leading an holy life, and to 
my dying an happy al1d comfortable death; Amen, good 
Lord, limen. 

'iVh~o you \valk out of your llOuse; pray thus: 

o tORD, bless my going but; let thy holy ~.rigels go 
along with me, Iwd let thy Holy Spirit rest upon me, that 
I may be safe under thy most mighty protection. I leave 
:Ill my concerns in the world entirely to thy disposaL Di­
rect this fctmijy in all their ways ; keep. their souls in truth 
~lld purity, their bodies in hea:l~h and ease, and their goodS-
1n safety •. 
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llefore you b~gin your 'vo~1c: or study:. 

, THE Lord God of heaven vouchsafe to assist me with 
~lis Holy Spirit, and to drive away from me all sloth and 
Idleness, that I rrny ney~r neglect to do myduty, but that 
I may take pains while both health ~md strength continue. 
that when old age creeps UpOti me; and these are spent and 
consumed, I may enjoy in peace the restof my labours. 
B~ thou pr~sent with me, 0 Lord, in this undertaking. 
Grant that I may go about it with prudence, cheerfulness 
and due comideration; and when it is finished, I may rea~' 
the wished-for fruits and SUccess of fny labours. 

In your wtll'kiog, "tudy, or Imsiniiss, often lift up your .oul to God in thi~ 
or a similar prayer; 

DEAR Lord, vouchsafe me, thy grace and blessing, with­
out which all I take in hand will turn to no account. I be­
lieve I am now employed in, that honest calling and busi­
ness, '",hich thy providence ,hath been pleased t\'> alh?t me. 
Ihope therefore thJt thou ,wilt bless itto me: And let the 
glorious majesty of the Lord my Godbe upon me. Pros-, 
p,er thou the works of my hands upon mt!, 0 prosper thou 
my handy work. ' 

As' you' are waikingor' riding in the £cld~, pray thus: 

LET m'y body, 0 God, get strength by this innocent 
dercise ; and let my mind receive instructions, by he­
holding and contemplating these thy creatures; hearing 
their melody, smelling their sweetness, and observing their 
several properties and excellencies." , 

" 0 Lo'rd our governor, cow excellent is thy name in 
all the wodd; who hith s'et ihy glory above the heaven's." 

" Whed I consider the heavens, the works of thy fin­
gets, the moon and the s'tar3 which thou hast ordained; 
what is man that, thou art mindful of him; and the son of 
man that thou visitest him? Fot thou nath made him a lit. 
de lower tn\m the an'gers, and hist crowned him with glo­
ry and ho'no'tir; thou madesi him to have ~ominion ov~r 
the "iorks of thy hand; thou hast put all thmgs under hlS 
f~et; all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field, 
tae fowls of thy air, and the fish of the sea, and what600 

C) "­_ r 



Wl0 
ot,.H:·* 

ever passetll through t:1ci1aths of t.he waters. C ~otd, bur 
Lord, how excellent IS thy name III all the earth! 

At your return, home. 

I THANK thee, 0 gracious God, for my safe returnhbme~ 
that no evil hath befal-len my body; and no wilful sin hath 
polluted my soul: I e~treat tl'lee to pardon all n'y sins of 
jo-norance and mfirmlty, and to preserve me stdl by thy 
;raciouc; providence and protection, the remaining part of 
~his day, and for evermore. 

A Prayer that ma.lf be used b/[/iJre going to ChUTCh, 
or in the Chwc!t. 

(From Dr. Warren.) 

o God, let thy blesc;ed Spirit be present with me,. and 
his grace assist me in all thy heavenly ordinances, that I may 
duly exercise myself in tilem. to thy honour, and my own 
improvement. When I read thy word, let me do it dis~ 
cerningly, that I may underst~nd the scriptures, and that 
they.may give Jigbt and understanding to me. When I 
hear thy word, let me do it with meeknesc; and attention, 
and receive it with pure affection, and bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit, in my life and conversation. When I pray, 
Jet me do it with humility, faith, devotion, fervency, and 
perseverance, so calling upon the name of the Lord, as that 
I may he saved: "When 1 partake of the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper, let me do if worthily, with repentance, falth, 
hope and charity, and a due examinatIOn of my life, before 
I presume "to eat of that bread and drink of that cup.'" 
"When I fast let me do it religiously, not to make a noise, 
.. or to be seen of men ;" but" afflict my soul, and humble 
myself before God," to raise my affections, and quicken my 
devotions to him; vV-hen I give alms, let me do it with 
cheerfulness and according to my ability, with secrecy and. 
silence, "not seeking the praise of .men for my reward," 
but loaking up to God, to be rewarded by him. In all those 
services and good cmploym< nts which thou hast called me 
to, or put upon me, let me use. such faithfulness, care and 
diligence in the performance of them, as thou e:s:pectest 
from me, and will crown with acceptance, and a glorious 
recompence. That so thou mayest be glorified, and I edi-
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ned by what I do, and may be able to say fr()m experience" 
" That one day in thy courts i" better than a thousand else­
:where." Grant this for the sake, of Jesue) Christ our Lord, 
limen. 

4. Prayer to be used after Divine Service, 
(From Dr. Ilorneck.) 

B:(..ESSED L01'd, who livest for ever; I have prayed, I 
have heard thy Word, I have Joined with thy people in their 
S4Pplications ; If thou, I~ord, shQuldest mark ini9uities, who 
shall stand? pardon, I beseech thee, the iniqUities of my 
holy things, and what imperf,~ctions thou hast' seen in my 
devotions; cover them v".ith the unspotted righteou,ness of 
Christ Jesus, and cleanse them with his blood. Cast me 
not aw:J.Y from thy presence, neither take thy holy spirit 
from me., Accept oJ my imperfect services, and make me 
m<Jre circumspect in all my ways. Let thy word be written 
in my heart, and let neither the C:lres nOl- riches, nor plea­
sures of the world steal it away. And grant, 0 Lord, that 
the word which we have heard and read this day, may 
be so ingrJfted in our hearts, that it may bring forth in us; 
the fruit 9f good living; and give us thy grace to walk ac~ 
((ording to this rule, through J usus Christ our Lord. Ameno 

A Prayer at ollrjirst entrance into tlte Church. 

LORD, I am now in thy house; assist, I pray thee, and 
accept of my services. Enable me, and all who shall this 
day meet in thy ~ame, to wars;, p thee in spirit and in 
truth. 

Let thy holy spirit help our inRrmities, and disp.ose our 
hearts to seriousness, attention, and devotion, and grant, 
that we may improve this opportLlnity to the honour of -thy 
holy name, and the benefit of am souls, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amell • 

• A Prayar at church, {{fter the service is ended, 

BLESSED be thy name, 0 Lord, for thi~ opportunity of 
attending thee in thy hOllse and service. 

Grant that I, and all that profess thy name, may be 
doers of thy wonl, and nut hl;;arenl only. Par-ion ou;: 
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'Wanderings and imperfections; and accept both us ,and aUf 
~ervices, through our onl! mediator Jesus Christ. Amen • 

.Another Prayer. 

AF your first coming into ~he church, kneel down, and s'y. 

o LORD, let me behave myself here in thy glorious pre. 
sence with reVereliC:; and godly fear. « And let the wads 
of my mouth, and the meditations of my heatt, be alw!1Ys 
acceptable in thy sight, 9 L~ni, my strep~th and my re-
deemer/' jlmeno ' 

"Ute, sermon and the blessing, ~ay, 

THANK" be to thy holy name, most gracious God" wr 
this opportunity of attending thy public service. Accept 
of the services of prayer and prJ.ise I and all here h;)ve 
madeo Pardon our wanderings and' imperfections; wd 
deal not with us accordirig t6 our deserts. but according to 
our needs and thy rich mercies in Chri~t Jesus our savioul", 
limen. ,',,',' ,,'. ," .. , 

A Grace bifore llIeals: 

o GOD, the author of all good, bless these thy crea~ 
tures to our use. Give' tllei11 strength to nourish liS, :ind, 
1.\s grace to love and serve thee in all our thoughts, words: 
and actions, through Jesus Christ our-Lord. Amcno ' ' 

A Grace qfter l,leals. 

o GOD, relieve fhe wants of others; an(l give us thank-:­
ful hearts for these alid all thy mercies, tluough Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. ARlin, ' " 

Another Grace before J.11eal-s. 

BLESS, 0 Lord, we beseech thee, this refreshmef\t tcr 
(Our use, and us to thy service, for Jes1us Christ's sake. 
Ammo 

A Grace. ajter J.v!e.a!s. 
FOR this and every other mercy, 0 God, thy holy !1Jme 

e praised, through Jesus Chrift our Lord. AIllCJ!. 
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Ejaculations and Passages taken out if the Ho1}J­
Scriptures to be used upon several Dccasions. -

:; - , 

PIQUS EJACUL4TIQN~~ 

To be said in tpe mortling, when you fits~ awake. 

I~ ARISE, thou that sleepes~; arise my dull and drows? 
~oul, and Christ shall giye thee light~ 

II. To thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up mine eyes, my handij, 
my heart, from this bed where my body hath taken its night­
ly repose, towards thy heaven where mY soul expects her 
eternal rest 
, -HI. ·1VIy voice sha~t thou pe1r betiqles in the morning; 
in the morning willl direct my prayer \lnto thee~ and will 
}ook uf~ .' 

To be said when you ris~. 

I~ IN the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. who was cru~ 
cified for our sins, and rose again for our justification, I 
ari&e from this place of bodily rest, to fulfil ;hy will, 0 my 
Gqd! Save me therefore by thy cross and passion: blessg 

govern and keep me ~h+s day, and for ever •. Amen. 
II. I laid me down and slept, and rose again; for the 

Lord hath sustained me. 

T'l pe said when you put On your Clothes. 

I. Clotqe! me, 0 Lon~, with the ornament~ of thy heav4 

enly grace, and cover me with the robes of lighteo~sness. 
I~. Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pr~ 

vision for the flesh, to fulfil thi:: lusts thereof. . 
;,', ' , . . 

To be said when you wash your hands. 

1. W 4SH me, 0 Lord, fro~ my wickedness, and purge 
me from my sin. ... 
! II. Clean3e me, 0 q-od, by the bright fo~ntain of thy 
mercy, and water Ille with a dew of thine abundant grace p 
that being purified from my sins, I may grow up in good 
works, truly serving thee in~ hoJiness aI,ld righteousness 9li 
the (bys of my life, . 



To be said when yDIl lmrnbly commend yourselfto God's protection upOij 
your knees. 

Into the hands of thy blessed protection and unspeakabl~ 
mercy, 0 Lord, I commend this day my soul and body~ 
with all the faculties, powers and actions of them both; 
beseech~ng thee to be ever with me, to direct, sanctify and 
govern me in the ways of thy laws, and in the works of thy 
~ommandment ; .that through thy most mighty protection, 
both here and ever, I may be preserved in body and soul, to 
serve thee, the only tru<y God; through Jesus Christ OUf 

.Lord, /lInen. 

T<> be said when you go abroad. 

:L Show me thy way, 0 Lord, and teach me thy paths. 
n .. Lead me, 0 God, in the way of truth, and guide 

me for thy mercy's sake. 
HI. 0 give thine angels ~harge ove't' IDC, to keep me in 

~11 thy waysq . 

To be said whelil you hear the dock strik~ at any hour in the day. 

t Teach me, 0 Lord, to number my days, that I may 
apply my heart unto wisdom. 

II. Our time passeth away like a shadow, and we bring 
our days to an end, like a tale that is told. 

III. Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, now, and at the 
hour of dea,th. 

To be said when you enter your Bed. 

~n the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was cruciffed 
upon the cross, and laid in. his grave for me, I lay me down 
to rest: Bless me, keep me, and save me, raise me up 
again, and bring me at last to life eternal., Amen. 

To be said as you lie down to sleep. 

I. I will Jay me clown in peace, and take my rest; for it 
us thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 

n. Into thy hands I commend my spirit; for thou has~ 
redeemed me, 0 Lord, thou God of truth. 

III. Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, now, and at the 
hour of death, -

IV. Preserve me while][ aip waking, and defend me 
when I am sleeping} that m,Y soul may contil1u<llly watch 
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tor thee, and both body and soul may rest in thy pealZe foi­
ever. .Ihnen 0 .limen. 

For the Lord's Day . 
.. 

To be said as you enter the Church. 

1. As for me, i\vill go into thy house, 0 Lord, in the 
multitude of thy mercies; and in thy fear will I worship 
thee in thy holy temple. 

n. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thine house, and 
the place where thine honor dwelleth. 

III. My soul hath a desire and a longing to enter into 
the courts of the Lord, 

To be said when you enter your Pew. 

I. 0 how amiable ate thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts i 
One day in thy courts is better than a. thousand elsewhere. 

II. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will 
be always praising thee. 

To be said when you kneel down to worship and adore before the pre­
sence of God. 

HOLY, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, who was, and 
i.s, and is to come; we worship him that liveth for ·ever, 
and cast ourselves before his throne. Thou art worthy, 0 
Lord our God, to reteive glory, and honour, and power. 
for thou hast created all things; and for thy Will's sake they 
are, and they were created. 

To be said before you leave your pew, when divine worship is ended. 

B1esstd be thy name, 0 Lord, for the opportunity of at­
tending thee in thy house and service. Make me, I pray 
thee a doer of thy word and not a hearer only. Accept 
both our prayers and ourselves, through our only Mediator 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FJaculations 'i.vhen 'foe moake in tlie Night. 
(Fram Bishop Taylor.) 

STAND in awe, and sin not: Commune with your own 
heart upon your bed, and be stilI. I will lay me down in 
peace, and sleep. for tho1:1, Lord, only makest me dwell 
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in Gafe(y Blessed are they that dwellinthe he;l.Venly J~ 
yusalem, where there is 110 need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it; for the glory of God does lighten In 
it, and the Lamb is the light th,ereof. And there shall be 
no night there, and they need no candle; for the Lord 
God giveth them light, and they shall reign for evcr and 
~~~ , ,.',.' J " ' 

,The day (jf the Lord, will torpe as a tnief in th~ night, in, 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the element~ shall melt away with feryei1t heat, and the earth 
:lIsa, and the works tl~at are t,hereln shall be burnt up : see. 
ing then all these things shall be. dissolved, what manner of 
:persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godli, 
ness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the' day of 
Cod. 

~'Lord, .in mercy remember' thy servant in the day of 
judgment.". ,. , , '. ".' 

.. Thou shaltanswer for me, 0 Lord, my God." 
i, In thee, 0 Lord, have 1 trusted; let il1e neyer be con­

founded. A,IlCil. 

game Passages taken out Qf i11e Flo~/ Scriptures~ fa 
be used upon sCI'eral occasions. 

\Vhen JOU go abol!it your work, say") 

.-! PROSPER thou the work of our hands upon us, 0 
LQrd) prosper thou our h;:.ndy work." Ps·alm xc. last verse, 

If you find yourself inclined to anger or passion, say, 

~r Set ;l watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth,. and' keep the 
door of my Ep-s." Psalm c::di. 3. 

If any evil thoughts are. arising in your mind, say; . 
« Make me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spir­

a within me," Psalm Ii. 10. 

If you are tempted to sin, say, 

, "How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God i" Gen. xxvix. 9 . 
. " Lord, make a way for me to esc;]pe out of this ternpta;;; 

1tion:; I Cor. x. i 3-
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After any mercy recaved, say, 

,,\Vbt reward sflall I give Urito tIle Lord for all ~ 
he;nefit c, ti,;J.t he hath done unto me? 

" Praise the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me' 
'praise his holy name!" Psalm Cxvi. 12. and ciii 1. ; 

If you ;i:re t'Plnptedto omit YOUl:- daily prayers; say, 

It is written, "Pray without ceasing~" I Thesf. v. 17. 

Wheq you tallt of your business to-day, or to-morrow, you ought to saY. 

11, if th'e Lord \~;ill, w'e shall live and d'o this or that," 
{fames iv. 15. 

" When y,Ol! hlve 'd'on~ any good actlon, say, 

" Not unto us, D Lor'd; not linto us, but unto thy name 
give 'the praise." Psalm cxv. 1 

Ejaculations for Journeying Mercies. 
Lord keep me in 'the way I go, that no evil thing may be .. 

fal me. 'Gen. xxviii. zoo 
Grant that I may have 21 prosperous journey by the will 

'of God. Rvm. i. 10. 

And if thy presence go not with me, carry me not up 
h-enc'e. Ex,od. xxxiii J 5. 

Lord, I bless thee that thou hast said, ,my presence shaH 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest. Perse 14 • 

.I'.fter a JOU1'Tley. 
B1~ssed be the Lord God who hath kept me in the way 

that I go. Gen. xxviii. 20. .. 

So that I am come again to my hotise ih peace. TIre 
Lord shall b::: my God. Verse i 'I. 

Ejacultaions to be used by the Sick. 

LoaD I am justly affiicfed for my sins, 0 sanctify my bnd~ 
ily sufferings to the saving of my soul. 

Lord, have compassion, on nly weakness, and lay not mort; 
upon me than I am able to bear. 

Let thy grace be sufficient for me. 
n '7 
L.,. U 
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in taking any Tlleciic'neg. 

LORD give a blessing to the means which are used for my 
'J.ecovery. 

In the time or extreme Pain or Sickness. 

o Father of mercies, and God of all comfdrt, have mel'<· 
cy upon me and coinbrt m~ ! 

Lord, increase my patie,lce, or abate my pain. 
Blessed JesLls, have mercy on me. 
By thine aga,1Y and bloody sweat, by thy precious death, 

and surrerings, good Lord deliver me! 
o dear Saviour, he:.!r and help me. 
Graciously look upon my atflictions. 
Pitifully behold the sorrows of Iny hearto 
Mercifully forgive my sins. 

On receiving Ease or Abatement of Pain. 

GLORY be to thee, 0 Lord, for this ease and relief; be 
pleased to continue thy mercies to me ! 

"'!Jen the Sick Person w,ants Sleep. 

LORD, hear my gro?llings, and send me rest to ease my 
complaints, 

After a f:.lecp. 

BLESSED be thy name, 0 Lord; how have thy comforts 
tefr.::shed my soull 

'When in Danger. 

L:,!J, 1"Y time is inthine hand. Thou knowest what is' 
best .J!1ll fit test for me. 

Lord, f resign myself to thy will, either to live or die if 
but w!lethc:; 1 Jive Ot die, kt me be thine for ever. 

Lord, strengLhen nly bith, tIlat it may f1ever fail me to 
the last. 

'Vhen Death seems to be approaching. 

o BLESSED Spirit, wf']'ort and comfort: me in my pas­
sage through the valley al1d Sh3UOW of death. 

Sufff:r me not, 0 Lord~ for ally pains of deathp' to faU 
from thee. 



In the last Extremities" 

-+ORD, into thy hand I commen~ my spirit.t 
Lord Je<;us come quickly! .' .. 
l),ear Saviour, receive me tq thy mercy, 

l.1fore Ejaculationsfo:r Sick Pers(ms. 
J3.~ ·merciful untomy &ins,O~ord; 0 bring me out df 

-¥ly dIstress, . 
L~ok upon my adversity and misery, and forgive me all 

my SIUS. 

Lord, lift up the light of thy fou,ntenance upon me, :md. 
.4na~e lfle to rejoice in thy salvatiOI~. 

Fors~ke m,e not, 0 L.ord my God, be not thou far fro~l 
.me. 

Withriraw not thou thy mercy from me, Lord, let thy 
loving kindness· and t:,)' truth always preserve me. . 

Comfort the so III ')) thy servapt, for unto. thee, 0 Lord: 
do I lift up my 501\L 

(.Jot my will, bilL thy. will be:' (i;me. 
D'~al gently, 0. LOrd, w'ith thy servant, lay no more up .. 

on me than I am ;,ble tn bear. 
Forget not, a Lord, my soul in adversity, and let me 

never forget to tru,Gt in thy ll1.ercies". <J,nd t9 prai,::,: thy name~ 
for it is lovely., 

Make me to hear the Vf")tce of .foy and g}aJn.ess, that the 
bones which thou hust hrnkel1 may rejoice. 

o rernemb,er not :he sins and offe;nces ormy y6u~h, but 
according to thy mercy think upon me, 0 Lord for: thy 
goodlless. 

If thOll, Lord, ShOU),ist be e;.:;trel11e to mark wh~t I have 
. spoke, or thought, or done amiss, 0 Lord, who may a­

bide it? 
But,hou, 0 Lord Goel, ;lrt full of co:npassion and mer~ 

cy, long-su,fficring" plenteous in soaclness and truth. . 
Turn thee, 0 L,ord, and deliver my soul, 0: save me for 

_hy mercies sake .. 

Ejdculations to be used by. the ,D,z;ing, or to be read 
. to thcm as thei;r Souls are- departing. 
o LORD .• of whom may I seek for succau.r but of thee, 

who. for my sins are justly displeased? Y ct, 0 hoir ;mq 
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deliver me n,Ot into the bitter pai~ 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secret~ of my heart, shvt not 
up thy merciful ears to my Prayers, but hear me, 0 ~or<! 
most holy, 0 God! most mighty, 0 holy and merciful Sa­
viour, thou most worthy Ju,dge eternal, su~er I?c not at 
~y last hour for any pains of death to fall from thee. ' 

Lord, the Prince of this world cometh; 0 let him have 
nothing in me. Lord, the snares of death compass me 
round abuut, 0 let not the pains of hen take hold upon me; 
but though I find twuble and heaviness, yet, 0 Lord, I 
l>eseech thee, deliver my soul. . ! 

~ay unto my soul, to-day shalt thou be with me in Para,-
dise. '. , 

Dear Jesus, who hu,mbledst thyself ~o the death 9f tNe 
cross for me, lef that death of thine sweeten the bitterness 
of mine. 
, 0 blessed Jesus, who hast loved me, and washed me 
from my sins in thine own blood, receive my soul. 

Into thy hands I commend my sp'rit, for thou hast re~ 
deemed me, 0 Lord thou God of truth. Come Lord ]e .. , 
GUS, come quickly. ' 

AN ALPHABETICAL TABLE 

Ql' THB WEEKLY COLLECTS Ie< TIlE BOOK OF COMHO}; PRA YEI' •. 
I' (. ! 

Rcduce~ under pr01!er IIeads. 

AjJl£ction. Pn1.yers for deliverance from, and support und~r 
affiic;tion~, Collects for the third Sunday after Epiphany, 
~ighth after Trinity, and s'ixth Sunday in Lent. 

Alle:e{s, A prayer for the guard.ianship of angels. Collect 
tlor St. l\·Iich:ld. 

Charity. See Love. 
;:;hastity. A prayer for chastity. Collect for the lst Sun in Lent, 
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Cftri~.t. A pr~yer for the imitation of Glrist. Oollectsfbr. 

the~ Sunday next before Eclster, and the 2d Sun. after Easter. 
!,vr the benef:t of Christ'3 death. Collect for the Annunciation, 
Church. Prayers for the universal church. Collects for the 

firth Sundo.y ufter Epiphany, the third Sunday after Easter 
,St. J'Jhn the Evangelist, urtCi the two first Collect:> for Good 
Friday. 

For th; unityofthe church. Collect for St. Simon and St. Judt', 
For the pC'lce of the c1mrch. Collects fDr the fifth, sixteemh. 

and twenty-second Sundays after Trinity . 
.cOif!!ort. A prayer for spiritual comfort. Collect fo~ the 

Sunday afeu- Aseen;on. 
9ontrition. A prayer for contrition. Collect for Ash Wednesday. 
COt'etoume"s. A prayer against covetousness. Collect for ,sc 

~ Matthew's day. 
Co u.I-a,:ic: A prayer for christian courage. Collect for St" 

.J G,hn Baptist. 
J;;::,~mies. A prayer for deliverance from enemies.. Collect 

for the third S'unday in Lento " ' 
E.WlIlp!r:. Prayers tlwt we may follow the example of Christ. 
, ~oll ~cts f~r tl:2 Sunday next before Eilster, alid the second 

Sunday atter 1'.,aster. ~ 
Fait/I. Prayer,s for a right and firm faith. CoUect, for Trinity 

Sunday, St. 'thomas anll St.l'dark. 
for Faith, Hop,,~, :,iLl Cha:ity. (:ol].,,<':t for the fourteenth Sun~ 

day after Trinity. ' , 
Grace. Prayers for ;1;mee and assistance in our christian course. 

Col:eets for the fourth Sund:ty in Advent, second in LeL,t; 
Easter-d,:ty, third S<ll1cLty aft,s E<lster, and the rirsE, seventh 
ancl thirtl:enth ai'tl:l' Trinity. 

IIerwr:Jl. A pmyer for heavenly desires. Collect for Asseu-
8:0n day. 

For admittance to the enjoyment of God in heaven. ColJect5 
, for the Epiphliny, the sixth 'Sunday aftcr Epiphany, and tho 

Sunday UftCi' Ascension. , 
I/umilit.!f. .'" prayer for humility and patience. Cellect for 

the Sunday before E:lster. 
Illumination. Prayers for illumiliation, or a right judgment :'1 
, all things: Collects fo), \Y\lit-Sunday, firtit tiunday after 

Epiphany, and the ninth, after Trinity . 
. Judgments. Pray cds for deliverance from judgments. Collects 

tor Sentuagisima, Sexagcsima, and the 4th Sunday in Lent. 
Lowe. Prayers for the 10'f') ®f God m.J his law!'. Collects tSl' 

tle fourt'; Sunday after Enster, and the sixLh, seventh, and 
fourteenth after Trin:!}' 

PDr Loye a:d i.'lul'ity. Coilect for Quinql1asesimu Sunday. 
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JJiudsters. A ,prayer for ~he fitness of ministers. Collect foJ) 

St. NIatthias. 
That they may be diligent.. Collect for St. Peter's day. , 
That their la!:)Ours may be successful. Collect for the thlr" 

Sllnday in Advent. 
J.11ortific(ltion. Prayers fo.r mortification. Collects for Cir .. 
. cumcision and Ea$ter-Eve. 

Obedience. Prayers that \;e may obey and follow the lioctrine 
of the apostles: Collects for the Conve~1tion of' St. Pau~ 
and J o11n Baptist. See good works. 

Prayers. For the acceptance of O11.r prayers. CQllect fQ~ 
the tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

PTO'vidr;.nce. Prayers for protection by G.od's providence. 
CO,l!ects for the second, third, fourth, and twentieth Sundays. 
after Trinity. 

Purity. A prayer for purity of heart. CQllect for the Pu. 
rification. 

Rege}~er0tio.n., A prayer for it. Collect for Christmas-day, 
Religion. A p,aye1" that we may be truly r~ljgious. Collec~ 

for the seventh Sunday a~ter Tl'ini ty. . 
Saints. P~ayers for the Imitation of them. Collects for In, 

nocent;s day, St. Stephen, St. James, St. John Baptist, and 
All Saints. 

ScriZ)tu;:e. A prayer before reading the S~ripture. CollecG 
for the second Sunday in A <:1yent. 

Sin. Prayers for conver;:ion from Sin. Collects for the first 
Sunday in iI, avent, tb,e first Sunday after Easter, St. Andrew; 
ot . .James, and St. Matthew. 

For p[lrclon <,>f ;,in.. Collect for th,e twolfth, twenty-first, :::n<l 
twenty-foLlrth Sundays Rfter Tlinity. 

$iJ;C(,Tilp. ~ prayer tor it, Collect for the th;n1 Sunday 
after Easter. . 

Ho(y Szjirit. hayers fm: 1:,,'1,8 dit;ection of t1w Hcly Spirit. 
lolled for the nindcenth S\muay after TLnity, and-fifth 
after :Eastcr. 

T('I)7Jltatio~.~. Pl;nyers for lldiyerancc from, and support lJncle~, 
temptatlOns. Collects for the fourth Sunday after­
Epiphany and the second in Lent, 

1;' ouS!1ts A pr:lye,· cgainst evil thoughts. Collect fql~ the 
fifth f:lunuay deer EnGtcr.· . 

Unbplie\'e}~s.· A prayer lor Jell'S, Turks, Infidels and Heretics, 
The third COllect for Good Friday. . , . . 

Go(;d IVorh. Pray(,"rs for Fru;tfulness in !Tood works. Col­
lect~ for the h(th. Snnd>1Y after Ea~,t'(;r, a;)~ tbe firEt, 
H,m! n, elevenl b'n thntcenth, s(;yel1~eel1lh, and twenty filth. 
bl:!ldaJs after 'J.rmlty. 
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AN ALPHABETIC}lL 

TABLE 

'Shewing where to find Psalm, sll,ted to pitlicul2.r subjects :lnd occasion" 

Adoration of God, Psalms 8, 65. 95; 06, aricl-145. (See Praise.) 
---'--- of the sacred person in the Trinity, Psalm ,)',". 
At/ueili, Psalms proper for, 18, ven;.;; 0,50,89,96,97 (Yo and 

14G, Vt'fSe 6, &c. 
Ajf[;(/ed, prayer of, Psalm 13,42,91:, 102, 119. ver. 81, &c, 

and Psalm 143. 
----, comforts of, Psalm 119, Verse 4,9, &c. 
---' '-, complaint of, l\;alm 42,77, 102, 119, verse 81, &c, 

and l'~alm 14~ . 
.!fjflictcd, Psal'll proper for, 119. 
AJ/lic!ioflS, lh:lHcrrts of; P~aI1ll94', vcrS2S 12, 13, and 14, PGulm 

119, verses 65, G6, 67, 63, 71 arid 75 . 
.!ffJlictioIU, delivcl'U'lcefrom them cckbrated, Ps; 34 Cll1d 107; 
Aged S,'lid, prayer of, PSCl!ll1 71, ,,'noeS 17 and IS . 
.fILms !~'ivillg, Psalm 41, ven;es 1, ~ ,\nel:J, arid Psalm lIS. 
Angels, guunl uf the rightC!cus, P.,;alm :!4; YctT.e 7, aluli':;alm 

91, VL;!'>ee 11 lind 12 . 
.ill/geL, calJcu to praise the Lord) p.~. 103, vcr; 2<), 21, and 22, 
ASCClliioll, 1",;al1118.24., 47 <!uJ 6S, verses 18, .xc . 
.I1sh-1Yed'iesdu!J, Ps. proper for, IiI and 130 (:::il?~ Pel1iiclliial_) 
Assisintlce from Gael, l'sall:ls IJO and I-H. 
Alhei"ln pra·~tical, punishlllt'llt dc:rwunced rt;;ainst, Psalm H.' .. 
_--', prevalellcL; of lam~lIted., PsaLm; 10 and 12. 
AUriuutes of G ad,) Po, ~G, VL;r. 5,&c. 1'5. lll, 145, HG and 14,7~ 

Bles,in; of God oa temporal bless!ngs and comforts Psalm 127, 
Blc"lili'; of a family, l'S"jlll 128. 
___ '~_, tempora:l promis.:d, P~alm 14.4" verse 12 to th,.: end, 
____ , pr'JiIlised tu therJ,rhteous, r6illlw' 1, 32, l':!'~ cilia l::S. 
Bloc,.f A \":llliGt, cleansing hom sin, p·rtflgurecl by the cere-

Ii', ,,' cS 0;' the law, Psalm 51 .. 
Br<JilL· ... !!j love, Psaim IS:!. 

Care of Gael over his saints. Psalm ~H. 
Chm-it!J to th~ pOIH-. (Sec J

'
/;',,, p,i"Z:,:I;':') 

C/la1-ill,Uie mIn, obssings pron/'sed ta, Ps. 41. veres 1, g aad 3. 
C,'lilJrt,l, C'lillforts oj~' Ps.tlm 127, verSi)S 3, 4, aud 5. 
__ . ____ . L",tructed in God'~ 1;11";, Psalm 78, verse ''',. 8:(', p,,-

11:.1, \'i;.'r~e 9, &c. 
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1ihJ'ist, the true David PShlm 2.5 and 89. (See David.) 
' __ , COVt'nant made \vith him typified by pavid, Psalm 89'0 
___ , divinity of, Psalm 4.5, verse 6, &c. Psalm 1.·7 und ] 10:" 
__ , his iacnrnation, F~:llm /~O, ycrsc 6, &c. . . 
___ , Dayid in the pcn':m of, descLibcs his sorrows und t~e, 

malice c!nd pers p cutiol1 ef hi,s eneTllics, and prays for dehy • 
.. crnnC:e, 1---'s,i.1qls 22~ 35:j 4,1 and 58... I ;', J 

('III'isl, hi, death and 8t1i1erir'f!s set forth in the perwn. of D[l,~ 
viel, Psalms 22, 40, 4.-l, 35, 55, ard 69. 

Chisi, his r2~urrection p~ e(1il;teu, Psalm '2 16" verse 9, &c. 
Psalm 69, vCrSe 29, &c. Psalm 11 S, verse 22, &c. 

Christ, his ascension celebrated, P~alms 24,47, 69, &"c • 
. ,: __ , his e:9::1Itatioli in his hbman nature to his M'ediatorial 

Kingdo1ll, Psalm 2, verse 7 to the e,d, PS[lllhs 8, 21, 7'4 
139, 110, 110'. and IS:?, 

Chrisi, his fClcrific::ttion iD his hun1an nature, Fs[,!ril 3. 
___ , his love ~o his church ,~elehate'd, Psalm 45~ 
~ __ , his 10'fe to his enemies, Ps'alm 35, 'Terse 11, &c~ 
___ , his glory and power, Psalm 45, verse 2, &c. , 
---, his kingdom among the Gentiles,Ps:[2,87, 110 aild 132: 
-.:_-, a priest an'd a king, Psalm llO~ , '" 
_, oUt' str~ngth ~md \'; ghtC'onsncsG, P,. 'n) ller. ! 4" 15 & 16. 
-'--, Eis fi.rd und second c6miDg, Psalms 50, SG, 97, and 98: 
Clt?'istll!lls (by, l\:alm Ll:5', Psalm 85, thre'e last '-2r5('s, Plalu!. 

89, J 10 Dnel IB2; 
Clllnch, c~it0bli3hed by God, Psti1m 44; . 
~--, built on Jesus ('kist, P:'alm 118, verse ~2, &6. 
_' __ , ::athered nnd settled, Psalm 1:::2. 
_, its b('a\.\t)', \,"ors11:;1 ~md Ol'(l2T, Psalms 48 hl.'d 122~ 
_'_' --, th,.o bi rth place of s,l;,llts, 1'8011111 37. , 
____ , safdy and joy in it, l'F..27, V2r. 4, &t. ps. 18 and 84 • 
..i.-, dc,;tructioll of its encmies, Psalm 16~ 
---, Gcntiles gath?l'ed into it, 1'sal1113 '15 and. 47. , 
----', (3ud tlefcllds it and %hts for it, Psalms 2'0, 46, iz.:r 

amI 1%. 
G:hrcll, Chri"t's 10','e to it, Pso]m ~ :,; 
---, C od'~ presence in it, rmd delight in it; Ps. S4 anCl i32" 
~:-' -, the g;}raen of the Lord, P8:11m 92, verse 12~ 
,-~' --, the ~;pOU~,8 of Chri:;t, Fsalm 4.'5; , 
---, its incrcccst), P!:'a1m Gi. 
---, ill "miction, P~~llllJS 44, 80, and 89, verse 38, &c, 
'---, cOllii'orted, Pwlm 125. 
'---, the honcur ~_nr.l S~l.fcty of a llstion, Psalm 4-8. 
-' ----'-, its fcotin:ls joyfully l\t't~ncled, Psalm 122. 
COl1i/uri , ~:nd s,:pport ill GOt1, b;alm 4., Psalm 16, v~'se 5, &c, 

l'salw, 3:2, 2;4-, 4,6, and 9,1-, verse 12, &0. 
COllr!hrt an!l, wl'port in God from a view of his past mertid; 

l)o~~h:. 77, v~r8e 10, 8:c; 



C'!:';/JI1 and support in $adne;~, prRye,-l f('r, Ps. 102 and ]4,2, 
__ ' ______ ofGoll'swirit p,.H\red f()r,Ps.4/~ ,1,3and51! 
c.",/.lIlIlilion or Saints, P,'alno Hi and' 1 :l~l. 
Cr;iilplnint, of absf~llcA fl'(lm lVorship, Psalm 42. 
-----, of sicktle;c>,~, Pl3fllrn. G" 
----- of temptrtt;on 2.id ,,;);rit.unl amiction, Psalm 1'2. 
-.----uf t:'le prevalence ~.ii'; ~-\Jpicty (~: vvjck{-'(lncs~, ]?3~ 10&-13 .. 
. ------ or (rl~!l':"€1.c:.:~:nc neighbours, P'saltn 11. 
----of lwavy l1.tHicti,),);) in mind and bl}(\Y, P'" 1 02 & I,,"S. 
(1ompa:;sioJl of (:rou, }J~aln.1s 10;') and J li3. vc.:r"e 8 to ~he encl. 
COJ!f(~lisi()Jl of bin, rcpenl:alli.;1.:! aud pardull, P'saliils3'2, 38, .51, 1St) 

and U:i. 
Cf)I~finn(llion, Ps"j,\1S propl'r for, Ih, vel'. 7, &c. 2S,. "!{·Y. ;,'L:, 

~-j.'-1, y.:1'. 1.1, &c~ 51, vel' .. 9, 8:c. 119, vei~. 9, &:e. 1.';.!L 3~, (~~:L. 
verSL: 10.)., NC. 

Con.'ic,:encc, it.;.: ;lJ;u!lt rc1icv\..'d, PS011T18 32 and lSo.~ 
C'IIHcc,·([tion of:t cilllrc'il, {"in] m, :2'1', 27, 84, 100, 1 '32 an(1 1 ~-2, 
Crmiciltion, (:,)Jl1rla;llt'Ll of, P,~~tlm 1 SO. 
Contrition., a'l act of, J\;alllls:';6 and 51. 
Converse with God, Pou.lm 63. 
CO/1.'oersiol/. or Jews anLl Gentiles, Ps:.dms 87, 9G, 1''1'; "H,l, 1](;, 
CDITUIJtio.'l of ,nann':'l'S gCilcral, Psallll" II ami 1',:, 
Cr)Uil,-d ancl Su!,~)ort frnm God, P,mlms 16 ilnd 1l9. 
COu.rll'!f in dca-til, Psnlm lG. 
Covi'//,;mt ma:;,c; w;th Christ in the ncrson of DCl'.-i.d, P;.;alm 89. 
CrNltioll and proyidence, P:;alms 33', 10-1,,135, J 9,1], H.'7' c'nrl 148. 
C,'mtures, no t.ru.st.in them, mH1 God all-sufiicie,)t., l'~,-·lm 33) 

verse 10 to thc: enLl. l'sa.lms 6'2 and 14,6. 
Creatures praising God, P,mI1ll14ti. 

Da,~id, in his sufferings, dcliver.mces, kingdo:n, &:. [t t"pe of 
Christ, Ptiulms 2, 18, 21, :ZZ, 35, 4.,0, 44,,43, Sf;, 69, '7'2, 89, 
lOJ, 110, 118 and 132. (See C!zrid.) 

Deatll, ClJllragc in, Psalm 16, and 23, verse 1, &c • 
...:-__ delivemnce from, Psalms :31 ~tl1d 118. ' 
___ of Chri~t, Psalms 22 and 69. 
____ of saints and sinners, r~alms 37 and 1,9. 
___ the effects of sin, Psalm 90. 
Dr:fr:nce and saivation in God, Psalms 3, 18,61 a,.nd 121. 
Ddfl.'jinp; sinncrs warned, Psalm 95, ver,~e 7, &c. 
Dclip;M in God, Psulms 18, 4·2, 63, 7:3, a:ld 84. 
Deliverallce hegun and perfected Psalm 85. 
_____ from despair, Psalm IS. 
----- from deep distress, Psalms 3<:\- and 40. 

hom death, Psalms 31 aull 118. 
_____ from opp~essiori and falsehood, Psalm 56. 

from persecution, Psalms 5, 7, 53 and 96 
_____ from Sl~lll<.ler, Psalms 5 ami 31. 

SA 
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Deliverallce from- shipwI'eck; Psalm 107, verse 23;&c.' 
~ ____ by pwycr, l~$ablS 34. andfO. 
Deserti()n and Ilistl'8iiS of soul, Psalm 13, Psalm 25, verse 16~_ 

&c,. l'salms :38 and 1-1.3. 
Desire of know]')dg'c, Psalm 119, verse 33, &c. 
___ of holin=';s, 'P~al:n 119 \'erS8 36, &c. 
___ of co.ml'oft and SUCCOllr, Psalm 119, verse 39, &c" 
- __ (.If quickening grace, Psalm 119 verse 25, L~·C. 
Dt:I'oZ'iltuns, the chm-cll s,iJe in them, Psalm '1·6, 
DevQtion, Ps~jm 1 S,l,. 
- ___ in sicbH','! Pf;alrns 6 and 39. 
])irection, 1,ril,\'cd i'or, P.;alm ~Z6. 
Dislress rc1JI.'':~d, Psalnl:-l 34<, 4·0 mill] :3\). 
Divinii II of Chfi~lt, Psa!m 4'S,lvcrse 6, 0"C. Psalm 110. 
Ji)mniil2on of r::;u'" P~dm 8, verses 3, A" 5 and G. . 
Doubts awl fcars suppre<i;sed, Psalms 3, 31 and 42. 

Easter Ew;, Ps. proper for, 16, vel'. 9, 8,'c. and ,f.(), three] st Vel'. ' 

Easter, Psaln;s proper for, 2, verse 7, to the end. Psalm 3D, 
P~"Jm 57, sJ:{'last verses, and Psalm 118. 

Edaw,' iOil, religious, Psc,lm 3',1" verse 11, P&alm 78,verse 4, /fe. 
Psalm 119, verse 9, L)'C, , 

E~l'lIpt'S p],wue.q, Psalrn 105. ' 
B~,J of ri!!,'hteons and wicked, Psalms 1 and 3';". 
biil:mics ~f Christ and the church (typified by the enemies of 

David and Israd) Psalms 18, 4,8, 68, H, io, 83 and 102. 
yerse 13., (~·c. (See ('his!, Clmn:h, Da~'id.) , 

-'E'Iw.1J and unbelief cured, P::alms 37 and ":1,9. 
Epiplwl1,!j, 2.eafson of, Ptlt.lrn.s proper for, 2.2, verse 27, Psalms 

4,5,47,67, ?2, S7, 9?, (!t:. ,( See Gentile:;, Kinp;dom r;/ Cfll'i~t.) 
Equit.1J tlnd wls(hm of proy](lence, Psalm 9· \ 
Bt1enillg Psalms, 4, yeres 3, 8,'c, Psalm 63, 3d and 4th stanzas. 
Bvidtrlces of grace, Psalm 15 and 26. 
El'il times, Psalm] 2. 
Evil ncivhhounl, 1\;01111 l~O. 
Evill1lllgiotrates, Psalms 58 .and S,:t 
E:CClltation of Christ, 1's. 2, ver. 7 to the end; Ps. 8, 21, 72~'1 H'J, 
Examillation, Psalm 26, 139, two last,verses. . 

Faith in divine power and mercy, Psalms 57, 62, and 130, foUl' 
last verses. 

Fait!!.l)dnes:; of God. Psalms 89, 105, 111,,14<5 and,)46. 
Faist'huod, hbsl'lienlY, &c. Psalms 12 and 56. 
Fami!!/ love and wor~hip, Psalm 133. 
---, l}h~'ssing8, Psalm 128, 
.pear in !Jw, wor~,hip of God: Psalm 89, verse 7, &c. Ps. 99. 
"--; 8TH.l :rt'vel"~ne," of God, Psalm 33, verse 8, &..:c~ P$alm 1,2$. 

t fke God, IllS power and majest.!!.) . 
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Pears and (hubtssuppresBetl,Psalms 3. 31, 34 and 4S:l.' 
FtatbuJ amt deceit compiailled of, PSitLns 12 and 36 ' 
Form". wors;lip, Psalm 50, 4th stanz~,&c; 

, For,p;ivene.;s of sin prayed tor, Psalm 6, 38 and 51. (See Pe~, 
itential pa,rdoJi.) 

Frail~,! of man, Psalm 39, verse 7, &c, Psalm;Sg verses 47 and 
'16, Psalm 90, Hf{'l vei'ses 3 and 4. , 

Fretfulness discouraged, Psalm 37. , 
Pricltdohip its okssil1gs, Psalm 133. 
Puneral, Psalms prolJel' for, :'>9, verse 7 &c, Psalm 89, vef"e,,> 

47 aL1d '±1), Psalills 00, 144, verses 3 and 4. ' 

Gentiles given to Christ, Psalms 2, 22, 27 and 72. 
-'--- gathered into the church, Ps. 4,,5. 47,157, 87 and 96 
~ ol'Tlling the true God, Psalms SS.' 07, :0:6 and 93. >, 

Glor{fication of Christ in hjs iJUi!nn ,;,(U1(" ) P3alm 8. 
Glory of Christ, P,;alm 45, Vtr~0 ~. &c. 
Glory aLill grace promised, .p""',:(; ;)!' 97. la3t three verses. 
God, his greatnclss and glory, .l.\;Ui,'l '), ,:ollr lir:lr and last verses. 
-- his perfections and pr,jv_ucll',,'C: e.,tollea, 'PL,j.ll 36, verse 

5 &c . .Psalms 65, 105, 14'0 and 14,7. 
God, his goodness, &c. p~) lV, ,,:;":J, verse 7, &c. Psalm 14.7. 
-, - hi,~ omniscience, P;;~;L1l lS~. 
-- his omnipresenee, PSJ.ltlll J 9. 
-- his omnipotence, Psai.Tl Ce;; 69, verses 6, 7, Sand 9, Ps.-

93'a1lC196. 
God, his justice, Psalm 9:':. _ 

his !iovereignty and goodness, Po. "', 75,82,113 aI1l1141,., 
__ his compassion Psalm l03, 1",5, verse 8 to the end. 
-- his care of the, saint~, Psalm 3, verse 3, &c. Psalm 7, 

verse 8, &c. and;Psulm 34. \' 
God, our defence and salvation, Psalms 3, 33, 61 and 115. 

eternal, &c, Psalm 93. " 
eternal and man mortal, Psalms 90 and 102. 
faithfulness, Psalms 89' 105, lll, 145 and 146 .. 
goodness and mercy, Psalms 103 and 145. 
g()odness and truth;, Psalms 145 and 146. 
governing power and goodness, Psalm 66. 

__ greatness and goodness, Psalms 68, 114." 11<5 and 147., 
__ the judge, Psalm 9, v[~rse 7, &c. Psahus 50, 97, Psalm 

98, last verse, Psalm B,9, last verse. 
fJod, his majesty, Psalms f38 and 97. 

his condescension, Psalm 113. 
mercy and truth, Ps.36, verse 5, &c. Ps.IOS, 136 and 145, 
made man, Psahu 8, verse .5, &c. 
his p6l·fections extolled, Psallu 361 vep,~e 7. &c. Psalm 

111; ~4~, 146 aud 147. 
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God, our portion, Psalm 4" verse 6 to the end, Psalm 73, vene 
25 to the, end. 

God, his p01,\"er and w:cjesty, Ps. 68, 89, vcr. 6, &c. Ps. 93 & 96. ' 
OUt: preserver, P~aln;s 121 and 138, .. 
present in his church, P~alms 46 and 84. 
our shepherd, Psalm '23. . 
our support and comiirt, P8alm 94" verse 12, &c. 
~uprcme governor, Psalms 75, 82 and 95. 
his vel1geance and compaesion, Psalms 68 and 97. 

~ unchang(:able, Psa!lll~ 8~) and Ill. 
--worthy of all praise, PS::liiI1S 145, 14·6 ahd 150. 
Guod FTida,ll, P~alms proper for 22, ;,5, 40, Psalm 41, ver~e 

5 t'o th end, Psatn55":; auu 6D. (Sl:e Christ, his 87il/erillgs 
and death.) 

Good lrork,', J:'salm 4", ven'e 3, <'i'c. Pffllms 15,24·, ver:;e 3, &c. 
Psalm 101, verse 3, .xc. P:;ulms 112 and IH). 

Goodness of Goel .:f:'l.:brated, Psalms 103 and 147, (St·e Gnd.) 
GospeL, its bles6ingc, glory an~l SUCCl:8~, Psalms 19, 45, 89, S8, 

110 and 111, 
Govemment, ii'om Gqd, P~alm 75. 
Grace prayed for, Psalms 25, 4'2 and 43, 
--- its evidences, Psalin 26. 
---. without merit, Pwlms 16 and 32. 
--- of Christ, PSRhns 45 and 72. 
-- and providence, P~alms ;]3, 36,135 and 136. 
--- pl"eserving and restoring, Fsalm 57, 66, four last VeTses) 

Psalms 125 and IS8. 
Grace and glory, Ps. 84·, two laE~t verses Fs. 97, three IaBt vel'. 
Grace pardoning, quickening, and ~anctifying, Ps~dm 119, ver. 

25, &c. verse 33, &c. ver~e 57, &c. verse 73, Sec. 
. Grmtnes!: of God, anll his g00dness, Fs. 68, 144., 11:5 and 147. 
GuiLt of conscience removed, Psalms 32, 51 and 130. 

Harvest, Psalm 6[}, verl3e 9, Orc. Psalm 11·7, verse 8, &c. 
Health, sickncss find recovery, Ps. 6,30,38, 39, 90, 1O~ and 116" 
]-learing of pr"yer, Psalm 4, 65, first four verses and Psalm 66, 

last t\\'o verses. 
]-lem't known to Goel, Pr,alm 130, verse 11, &c, 
Jdea'VeJ1, Psalm Hi, verse 9, &c. Psalm 17, last vers(', Psalm 2ct, > 

verse 3, tfc.l\;alm 97, verse 11, tj"c. Psalm 106, verses 3 ulld4. 
HistoTical Psalms, "i3, 105 and 106. 
:Holiness, Psalm 4, verse 3, ':ye. Psalm 15, 24, verse 4, 0'C. Ps. 

106, verse 3, .5;"(;. Psalms 112 and 119. 
Hol.lJ Spirit,supplicationfor,Ps. '12,51, vcr. 10, &c. (See Grace) 
J.-lope and trust in God, Psalm 3, 16, last three verses, Psa.lril~ 

IS, 27, 51, 4G, 56, three last VeJ;ses, Psalms 62, 7], 86,115, 
~erse 9, &c. P~alm 125. 
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If'~m II IlItl.:":, (by of, Psalms proper for, 10 and 60. (Bee Pcn.~ 
itentillt P,;d,!~",) 

:Humifir,iJ, prof::sOlon of, Psalm 1:'.1. 
H,1j[!i!crites and hypocrisy, Psalm 1'2,50, verse 17 to the end. 

Idulatry ),C'],roverl, Ps. ] 15, verse 2, &c. Ps. 135, verse 15, &c • 
Incanwtiufl ,A' Chri~t, Psalm 40, verse 6, &c. 
Ins/me/ion, spiritual, Psalm 25, verse S, &c. Ps. 34, vcrse 11, 

&c. Ps:,tlm lEI. 
In·,,~itntioi2 of a Ininister, Psalms pnper for, 12'2, lS~?, verse 9, 

&e. Psalm lSS. 
Instructit,O l's.tlrm, displaying thedilFcrent c1mracters and (mel 

or' G'),)j a~d h::d men, 1, 5, 7, 9, 10, .11, 1 'J, ]4., l.S,17- 2-J" 
~ .. :, 22, 34j

, (~,f., :>'7, 50, 52~ 53, 58, 7:$, 7.~, 8:1'1 91,. 9i, ~:}, 11~, 
119, 121, l(~\)) 1~7, 12:j, 13~~~ 

LlteJ'cf"liull, Psair,ls of 20,67, 122 and 132. 

Jews, conver::ion of, Psalm 106, h,;t five verses and Psalm 1 ().) 
-- fav"d i'l'Otn ERypt, and broug-ht to Canaan, P:-:alms 6."), 

105, 107, ll~k 135, a!'·~d 136. 
Jews' travels in t{le wilderness, Ps. 78, 106, verse 6, &c. Ps. 114, 
JU1(",mwl Jay oi~ i".",]m I, three laEt verses, Psalm 50, ~Ii), t\\',_1 

Lost sta:1,o[l·;, ]Jsalm U7, ~)8 three last verses. (See Advelit.) 
,In'dice of God, 1',3<11111 9'Z. (See God, his perfections.) 
Ju,tijication Crom the fi'ee bra~e of God, Psalms 3~ and lSuo 

Kin:!:dom of Christ, Psalms 2, 7'2, 87, 39, 110 and 132. (Sec 
Christ, Rpiplmn,Ij.) . 

J.illgZ,; oHice of' CIH"ist, Ps. ::'1 and 110. (See ChTtt, Epiph. ) 
F;u:JluJe{<-,:c, spiritual, desired, P~alm 119, verse 5, &c, ver~c 3J, 

G.:c. verse I i9, &c. 

I,ow of God, its C'xeellence, eO\1~olations, delight in it, 8:C'. Ps. 
19, and 119, verse 5, &c. vel'S'" 33, &c. verse 97, Sec:. Yerse, 
105. &c, VCf.Qe 1 ':69, &c. 

J.rJlt, PSill1l13 Droner i()!", (See Penitential Psalms) 
Li~et'ali// to tile l~IJOl', Ps:tlm 41, three first ven'e:3, ?sfllm II~, 

verse ;3, &c. 
L!/i? its r;11Ortne.3S and frailty, Psdm 39, verse 4'1 &c. Psalm 89, 

verse 'i,7 GI1J 4H, Psalm 90. 
Lip, ufleerbinty of, .l:-'salm 39. 
Lonerill!' after Ucd, Psalm,; '1,2 and 63. 
Lor7l's cOrt,Y' PSQ1'l1S propel' fill", 6:5, 3 iirst sta~zas, 95, %,100 

and 118, verse 19, to the end. 
Love to om: neighbour, Psalm 1.5. 
Love of Christ to sinners, typtfied in the love of David to his 

enemie8. Psalm 35, verse 12, &0 
LU1:e, brotherly, Psal.ln 133. 
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j'J!a."isfrates war!1ed, P~RJm 58 and 82. 
~j1da:~·istrate, a good ont: describetl, L'o.lm 101., 
.11f(1jcstlj of God, Psalm 6.'). (S,ee God.) 
Jl.,Jan, his dominion, Psalm 8, 3d Had three following verses. 
"--, lli~ nrOl'tality, P:;alm 39, verse 4, &c. Psalm 89, verse 47, 

a;d 48, Psalm 90, ve~'se 3, &c. p~;[tlms 102. 
)11·arriage, mystical, and typical of the union between Christ 

c.rlU his Church, Poall1l 45, verse 9, &c. 
},!t!:ancho!!! reprpn,d, Psah;ls 4:2, and 77, verse 10, &c. 
jYitTCie" COl.m::lOl1 anl sp(:;cml, spmtual and telllJ!oral, Psalms 

103 and Wi'. 
ftlerc,lj, prayed for, P:;a;rns '25 and IS":}. 
lVIerC'. ot' God, celebrate:d. Ps;-'.lm 36, 5th and following verses~ 

Psalms 66, 89, 103, 13G ~md H.5. 
}'VLiradcs in EgYlJt ,md tile wilJerness, PsaJm 105, verse 23, &('. 

106 verse b, &c . 
. !IIiorTiing P~ah,1s, 5, V'Crse 3, &c. 19,0'3,130 ver"e 6, &c. and. 

HI. 
IHorttIlity of man. ( See }1,lan, hi:; morlalil!!.) 

Nation's safety is the Chnrch, Psalm 1-8, Yl'l,,°e 9, 8:c. 
---'8 prosperity, P~,dnl l~L"'-t fuur h~tlt verses~ 
-~---ble:'sed and pLllli:,;lH:~d, Fsalrn 107, vcrse 33, Sc. 
lVattonal deliverance, 1':'aJ\1·" iii, 124 aGu 1 ~:(;. 
National desobtiollS, tlre Church and people of God wfe ion 

them, Psalms 46. 

f)bedience, sincere, Psalm 32, four last verses, P£alm 139, three 
last verses. 

Old age, Psalm 90, verse 10, &c. 
fJmiujrJF<!sclice of bod, I\:alm 139. 
OillnijHAei/ce ot' God, P~alm. 09, 

(See God.) . 

(,'i).c~ God.) 
6th aml followillg versp;. 

Omniscz·ence of Gou, Psalm 139. (See God.) 

Pardrl1, mercy and grace pr2yed for, Psalms 6, 25, 32, 51, 
85, ItO, and 143. (See l'Ci!!lcnt,al FwLms, }Iepentancc.j 

Pacl,,·on.'i\!cek, :F:·"ir.cs proper f,)1', 22, 35,11. \t';'H: 5 tD thl> 
o end, 55 and 6s'. (::;C~ ('In isr, ill:; i>l!iJC?'i}/<,~s mat dealft.) 

PC!ir':ICe unJer [liiiictions am: perbC'cutiollS, Psalms 37, 39,130, 
vas: 3, .:1:,-, and [S:.dUl 13l. 

Peace and Jl(Jlil!u~, Ul"t '-'d, Psu.lm 34" verse .1<1" &c. 
Peace, return cf, uiter W,'/, :;',ah-ns 98 and 110. 
Penitwtial Ps21lmb, 6, S:c, J(, 51, 10~, 13(; and 143. 
PC'ljedions of God extu!lell, ("salm 36, verse 7, ~;'c. i'balms 11 I. 
, 14,S, 1{'6 and HI', (See God.) , 

f'ersecult:d Saints} r1!alms SD l 44" verse 9, <S'c. Psalms 74" (lud 80, 
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:persecution, pl'aye1' i,n time of, pfi.alms 7. 71 and 143. 
----courage in till1'e of, Psalms 4G, and 94:-, verse 16, ~rc. 
--' .. --deliverance tj'om, PS'alrns 9, lO-and 9:1. 
Persecutors of David as the type of the Messiah, and, of the 

. Church and people of God, PsaLus 7, ':!,,~, 4..4" 74,83, 129 
and 110. 

Pestilence, preservation j~ it, Psalm 91. 
Piet/h instruction in, Psalm 34., verse 1 L 0-c. 
Poor charity to. (Sile Alms {!:ivinp,") 
Portion, God our, Psalm 4" vcr. 6 to the end, Psalm 73, ver( 

2.5 to the end. 
Power of Christ, Psalm 4.5, vers'e 2, etc. 
Power of G,}d, Psalms 68. and 89, ycr~,~ 6, elc. (See GfJd.) 
Praise Psalms 0(', 66,100. 10:3, III 138, 14-5, 14.13 and 147. 
~for creation and providence, P,iaLns 33 and 104·. 
---from a,1I crootures, Psalm }c1,'l. 

-for temporal blessings, Psalms 68 a!1d 14,7. 
-fl)!' eminent deliverances. PSlllrm 34 and lIS. 
,---for the victories by whi~h God ()Lected our redemption, 

Psalms 98. . 
---'-for heatlth restored, Psalms :l(\ rind 116. 
__ for hearing prayer, Psalms G,.·;, four last verses •. 
---to the l\fessiah, Psalm 4":). 
---from all nations, f'sahm 117. 
---for protection, gl'ace, uad tr'Oth, Psalm 57, verse 7, &c. 
---for rai.n. PS(llm 65~ verse 9, &c. 
Pra.ljer', Psalms 4 and 6.5. 
Pra,yer in time of war, Psalm 20. 
Preservation daily, P,'alm 12l. 
Preservation in time ofpublic danger and calamity, Psalms 46, 

91, and 112, four lastviOr"cR. . 
Prescrvation from sin and it.s punishments, Psalms 19,. vel'. l~, 

&c. Psalms 25 28 and 4,0. 
Preserver (Sec Oc:l.) 
P"ide, impiety and ol?pression puni~hcd, Psal~s 10 and I Z, 
Priestly office of Chn:;t, Psalm 110. 
Propa[£ation orthe Gospel, Psalms 4-3, 4,7, 68 72 and 14,,'). 
PTopltelicat, Psalms, 2,16,2'2, 40, '~'5) 68, 72, 87, llO, 118, 
Prosperi~lj, dangers of, I)sa\m 73.. 
Prosperous sinners, their fearful ent1, !'sriJms 37, 4,9 and 73. 
Protection, of G'Jd extended to the ri-g;Jteous, Psalms 54, 7th 

• and following verses, P;;alms 37,81 and 125. 
Providence of God "saIm 1 04. 
-----, its wisdom·and equit::, Psalms 9, ver. 7. &c. 

Psalm 96 8.11d 97. 
-----ai\], :;r:.ce, Psalm ~8, Yt'l·. '\ 8:~.Ps!:!.lm 11:7. 
---I its rllystery unfohlc,J 1 h,tl.n 73. 
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J>r01.irienre, in the worb of creation, Psalm 33; 35,' 6.5, 89. 
1M, 107,135,136 andlA·7. 

Pumo<:hmtnt of' sinners. (See Pr'osperous sinners, Sinnen; 
wlilJ1.ed.) -

Q1Io!:ficolii)1!S of a Ch,isJian, Psalms 15 and 24. 
()uidct:ni,w grace. See Gmce.) 

... i:J \ 

Rnil1, Psalms 6.5, ,verse 9, &c. and 14,7, verse 8. &c. 
Rf'{hnption, the lllercies of celebrated, Psalms 103 and 107.­
Rccovery hom .siclme's" (See Sickness.) 
Rdath'e duties. Psulms 15 and 133. 
FelZIl.-iolCs education. (See Education.) 
Renot,ation, Psalm .51, vcr. 7, &c.l-'salm 119, ver. 3-3, &c. (See' 

Grace. 
Repr:nlrl1!ce, relative to, Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51,102, ISO and_ 

1 '1 ~~. 
Ji"cip;uo:iion; Psalm 39, 123 131. . 
Res/oriizp- gl'RCC, I's[1lrn 23, verse S, (See Grace 
Re.H:r1'CI~ii~11 of Christsnu of the saints predicted Ps.16, vel', 9 

.ie. Ps, 30, 4·9, verse 15, and 118, vcr.: 22, &c. (Set! Christ, 
E:tsfe1"-Eve, Easter.) 

Reverence in l1"orship. (See Worship.) 
Riches, vanity of~ Psalm 'i,9. 
Righteous, cllaractet of, Psalm 15. (See' Holiness.) , 
Rip;iltcon<, protected by God, Psalm 34.<, verse 7, &c. 37,91, 

and 14-4 verse 12 to the end. -
n~ahtro1l.g, blessings promised to, Psalms I, ~2, lSI and 128, 

(See Saii?fs,) c - • 

Ri2!tteousne~>8:ofChrist, trusted in, Ps. 71, verses 14,15 and 16. 
Rzghteous/tess, fi'om God, Psalm 71, verse 15, &c. 

Sqftty in danger, Ps~lms 61 and 91. (See Prese1·'Vation.) 
Saints, Ch81'l1Cctel' of, Psalms 15 and 24,. 
Saints, protection promised to, Psalms 34, verse 7 to the end, 

37,91 and 125. 
Salvrdion, and eternal joys, Psalms 19, 21, 27, 36; 50, 65Z 75, 

84.<, 85, 87, 97 and 126. 
Scripture, excellence of, Psalms J9 and 119. 
Seasons of the year, Psalm 65, verse 11, &c. and Psalm 147. 
Se?f-e;r:amination, Psalms 26, and 139, last ver2e. 
Seif-ng·hteousnessdisclaimed, Psalm 71, verses 14, 15 and 16. 
Shepherd. (See God.) 
Sincerity, Psalms'26, 139, verse 21, &c. 
'----proved and rewarded, Psalm 18. 
Sic,bless, Psalm 6, 30, 38, 39 and 116. 
Bin co~fess.ion of, Psalms 32, 38,51,130 -and 143. (See 

Penuentzal Psalms, Repentance.) 




