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ADV L. R TISEMENT. 

rHIS Letter with a few 'Verbal alteration.r forms the 

lafl of a courft of LeEiures, fu)hich the Author hfll 

drawn up for the ufe of his Scholars-Should this fpe. , . 
eimen be favorably received, he may be induced at flm8 . 

future period to publiJh the uhole. In perujing tb~s 

little work the critical reader will reeolltE!, that it is ' 

a kind of recapituilltion, and the'efor~ oJ/ows more ab. 

rupt tranjiti~ns (l,1zd (l grfifter rapidity of }lyle than 

uJual.-'ihefintimcnts mufl Jpeak for themJelvq. 
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MR. STRACHAN's 

LETIER TO HIS PUPILS • 

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ~ ..... 
J!Y DEAR FR7F.srS. 

YOUR love of 'drtue, and of truth, 
the education you have aheady recei,'ed, and your 
excellent natural difpofitions are fo many pledges 
to me that you will always in your praEti-:e and 
opinions remain the neady friends of found more 
als, and of true religion. The enemies of the 
Gofpel by applying to the vanity of men, and 
rendering irreligion fafhionable have lately gained 
thoufands of prufelytes, who with all the zeal of 
new converts are perpetually obtruding upon you, 
their blafphemy, and their doubts. They are ea. 
ger to tell rou there is no God, no future retri­
butiop or moral diftinetion, and puffed up with a 
few {lender arguments got by rate they fuppofe 
themfelves qualified to decide on all thofe impor­
tant points which ennoQle religion, and confritute 
per effence. 

With {hallow men tIle f ... fhion is every thin61 
whether in their mode of dref3 or of thinking9 
On this principle we account for thofe furious en­
thufiafts of the prefent day for undefined liberty 
J.nd unreftrained licentioufnefs : a few centuries 
ago they would have been the murderers of the 

Albigenfes, and the promoters of the crufadei. It. 
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was referved for them to exhibit in this enlight .. 
ened age the aftonilhing Phrenom'cnon of men 
preaching llumanity, liberality, and toleration, 
whilc they are perfccuting with violence, not for 
believing too much, but becaufe fame men frill 
prefume to believe in demonfl:ration, and for fear 
of retaining any portion of Chrifl:ianity, thefe en .. 
thufiafis hav(! not only rejected its doc1rines, but 
the moderation, the charity, the piety it enjoins. 

Let me warn you not to be furprifed though 
)'OU meet with many in fociety who defpife and 
ridicule elu aUanity, the purefl:, and moil fublime 
of all n.1ir,if1ns. I'erfons of vicious and corrupt 
habirs f· .. d little anxiety to examine its evidence .. 
'1 hi:)' arc not much difpofed to liflen to doctrines 
which rdh:lin their wicked propenfities, and make 
tht,tn din:!t h IicI.1 with themfclves. Such pe()ple 
arc not all cqu~~lly wicked, but they are all dan­
g\~r()us COll1P;Uliol1s, and ihould always be avoid. 
cd as t!'c di.:;t.:l'll1ined enemies of your moil pre .. 
ciOllS iHtl:rclL. You will find them in general in .. 
clp;lble (J raiil'l[; their thoughts to the contero. 
pLtlliil of the Author of nature. Their minds are 
fa l'kb;~:(:J, and their faculties fo obtufe that they 
Lcl not t Lc furcc of arguments in favor of relig­
l\ iWi t ruth, nor can they perceive the beauty and 
the (' ~;ccll..;nL·I~ of tLe morality which the Gofpel 
int:,u!,·;\tc~. _ Yet they will dare to fneer and laugh 
at fcrinus things, and utter terrible blafphemies 
\.\ if Lout un Jcdb.nding them. 

t 
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If you meet with a few unbdie"ers of greatel' 
abilities, and more impro\'ed intellcas, }OU will 
find them profiituting their talents in the caufe of 

Yice, and indufirioufiy colle(cing jefis and foph. 
Ifms againfi: religion which they are careful tG re. 
peat in the ears of the young and inexper ienced, 
to draw them from the truth. Thev know that 

• I 

With young and uncultivated minds, ridicule has 
frequently more weight than the ftrongeft argu­
ments. Befides to argue corre(Hy is beyond their 
firength, and againfi their inclinations. 

But though you meet with fome of thefe pro­
fane jefters well fupplied with puzzling queftioD3 
which they propofe with an impofing air of liber­
ality, and affect much candour and fincerity, be 
not deceived by their falfe pretences, and never 
let the fuppofition enter your mind, that religion 
is not true be:aufe you are unable to anfwer their 
'luefiions. For it does not follow that the proofs 
of religion are weak, or that their objeCtions are 
{hong, becaufe you may not be able to refute 
them. You never conclude when you cannot 
anfwer a difficult quefrion in Arithmetic, that no­
body can anfwer it, on the c~)ntrary you juftly 
fuppofe that to others more advanced it is eafyof 
folution. In the fame \va}" when one of thefe dif. 
ficulties concerning religion is propofed, you 
ihould reflect that though you may be unable to 
folve it, people who have been at more pains ea· 
my may, or that it is captious and of no import-
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ance. But that you may be more able to deteCt 
the::n, oblerve how thefe fceptics proceed. 

It generally happens that their firft ftep to rap 
the fou ndation of religion in the minds of the 
young, i~ to calumniate it's teachers and adherents 
as a fet of dangerous men, direcred by deceit or 
blinded with fuperftition, to wllOm no principles 
belong but intolerance, bigotry, and narrownefs 
of mind. Thefe bold a!fertions, and fpecious in. 
ved:ives, although at firft defpifed, begin at laft to 
be credited. We hear the calumny f-o often 
united with it's objecr, that the mention of the 
one aYmon mechanically introduces the other, and 
we are betrayed into dangerous prejudices, rather 
by a principle of alfociation, than a decifion of the 
judgment. 1£ you love candour, freedom of dif. 
euffion, truth and univerfaI benevolence; if you 
defire an exemption from prejudice and advance .. 
ment in real mental improvement; join your. 
felves to us, fay modern fcepties, for we only pot .. 
fefs them. The unfufpeCl:ing youth look \ip to 
them with admiration, and implicitly believe their 
affertions, for not able fieadily to examine the 
jufiice of their profeffions or their imputations 
againfl: religion, they are fafcinated with the ap­
pearance of generality and hating the artifice and 
bafenefs, with which their new friends tell them 
religion is defended, th~y become afhamed of be­
lie .'ing it, and long to be numbered among thofe 
confpicuOU5 for liberality of featiment and freedom 
of refeareh. 
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Tlt~nk not bowever, tInt, in plead:ng the caufl! 
of religion, I defend t~1C conduct of:111 its profeif. 

·ors. They hJ.YC b'-::C'Ll K~lilt}' of rnuch wick'2dnci~;, 
and with many of them bigotry J.lld fllpcrftition 

have frill an :lCylum ; Lut I (l)nten:1 that thefe have 

nothin; to do wit!; re:ii~ion herfe1f. I,(t any onc 
prove that the doC-trines of the Gofpcl necceiL.­
rily ten j to narrO\Vnef:3 of mind, per[ecutinl; 
7.ell, or gloomy fuperiiili:..m, :md I ~h:1.l1 Le among 
the fira to dcfert her cauf~ . 

.All the gifts of heayen are liable to corruption. 
'Vith ;;rel.ter propriety might we defpife reaJon, " 
becauf.: it frequcr.tly direCts us ~Tong; or rejeB: 
m1ny of the greate8: comforts of life becaufe under 
certain aiped;:; they appear evil. Why fuould we 
L~ alwJ.ys told of the oppreflor.s of churchrr.en 
duriI~~ the I1.iddle ages? It c:n have no weig;ht 
at p!"dent, finee eo perfon can deny tInt they are 
no ..... L:r t:l~ mo:: p~"rt above artifice, and firange"') 
to L~:;t\try, confpicu0'.ls for their liberality, thc!r 
moderltlu:1, thc:r love of truth, a!:d the::- cnarit:.y

• 

Surely, ag:l~r;{l fuch men the evidence of people 
oug-ht not to be re..::ci \"cd withou:: mu~h ::lUowan~e, 
\vho with moderation on their lips, perfecute witli. 
unrelenting cruelty, are bigot . .-:J amidfl: thtir li~­
erality, and furiou~ amidtt thcir to!erat~on, 3.nd 
while they are fa anxious to pull down Chriilian-

e ity, know of nothing to fubfiitl1te in its room. 
J 

1 The fine [pun theorieJ of the Mt:~aphyficlln Jr~ 

A 
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forgotten c? hinifelf in active life, al~ d ovet man",­
k~nd they can llever acq'.lire any idluence. 

I mentioned forne tlrne ago my intention of 
tr;.tnfmitting you my fendments on religion; it is 

DOW propr::! that a D.! L0t:cr of l1.:ch ir:efiimable im­

portance fh,·uld occupy f~)nle of your thoughts. 
Fe'l you to eXJ.mir:e the evidences of Chriilianity, 
is at jJj-c[cnt in.pdIiblc, on aCCCl.'llt of your youth 
and OLtler aV~.lCations, take then the': refult of my 
inquiry, L:':'!.ettmcs nearly in tLe \,,-ords ()f my au-
thor, li~l )'OU1- underfianding ripen 2.n<il :l time of 
Idfuic arriYe. i !2i:lll not hinder) ou from fiat ~ng 
and refutinguL~e(ii~):ls; bet oUcn'e here i'n general, 
thlt I '\"ill not make a lingle aifertion, wllicn I am 
::ut re~dy if required, to pn:Ye (0 your fa~isfac­
tiort. 

There ~s, however, one objeDlon that I y, iili to 
notice, \<.hich, as it meets us in tL: yay thrdhold 
Gf our inquiry, fcerns to dClTIJnd C_,me examina­
tion. It has much ir.a~cnce with ma~y, and pre­
V'':::l:ts tl:em from ever examining this interefiing 
LbjcEt-Religion is [aid to exclude her friends 
from ,- H tile enjo) n:cnts of liFt:. Never was there 
:i g: ~:lter calumny than this_ ... \Vho have fa great 
reaf')Il to be ple:;.[:::d and cheerful as thofe wi~o arc 
confciOl1s of doing their dUl y, .::nd :lrc enlighten_ 
ed by reli[;,Ious truths? Is an)' or..:: io'norant that 
f:-~ rur,{l eo' 'lu'{ite 1" fl . b 
-<! - -J ,,>'1; 1 P C;L U res C\': frem tl.e exer • 
. r fl' 

c; lC 0 t ne Virtues, pIc}! :;rc's i ~~l:.l}:tdv [uperior to 
a L' 1 . k d .. ny ll'L.l': t le WIC ~c - ever enjoy. 
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No my friends, religion v;~ll d~~~:lr you from no 

innocent gratifications, {he condemns ·not all kind:; 
of pleafures, {he only difii!~gliiilies tLe lawful 
from the ifmrious. She points out which may be 
enj(')yed \Vit:lG,;'~ danger and the perniciou; ~.-,:fl~X!::; 

which attend the reft, " I am anxin'cls for Y'.lur h,lG-
,I c 

pinef.;, -a ... ..:: fays to her friends, :It:. J t.::lr:1>...:f:.lj' ·:i::0.~e 
to guard you fr'llT. deception -pL:.lfurl:s :.it fira al­
ways produce agreeable fen{ations, but they are 
not always b.wful. They are not alwz..y3 \.~·mfiLt­

ent with the di;:;nity of humJ.n nature, or t h~ pu­
rityof the he..lft, m:lI1y are defiruB:h'e botll to 
boJ:: and mind. and e\Ten th~ innocent, by too fre­
quent indulS;c'n'.~e, dnn:·:e into f'J.in, or o:cupy th;o,t 
time which might have been more uiefully em­
ployed. I debar you from no f'L~J.fures that really 
contribute to your f':~ici~y. If I '.r,~·.:-n you :1gail.fi 
thofe of J. fenfual Lind, it is G,:cud.~~ they :lr~ com-, 

, monly perni(.lous, and ar:~ forever promi1i.D 6 more 
than they can perform. And if I tell you to uG~ 
innocent" pleafures with moderation, it is becau[e, 

their exce[s produce3 difgufi. Inftead of con­

tracrin«:r, I '\vill elliarge and elevate the circle of 
'-' 

your plea[ures, and prefent fources of enjoyment 
infinitely fuperiour to thofe uf fenfe. I begin 
with correCting Ztll the diforders .'" l~ich the paffir;ns I 

and appetites may have engendered, ~'ld placill:'; 
your heavenly Father before Y')U, as the. continu-
al objeCt: of your imitation. Def..::end not to th~ 
imitation of men whof.:: cX:lmple n-;ay C':J~:trol.Al 
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V ..Iur exertions, anel reconcile you to {loth. Never 
think that you have re::tched the pinnacle of wif­
dam, of virtu~ or of piety. Set not limits to the 
good you perform; Dor confider :-my degree of 
moral or intelleCtual improvement b~yond your 
re:.lch. Look upon what you h(\ve acquired :::"5 

only the beginning, the {,:oed v,;hic~1 {hou;,l [pring 

up, and en:lble. you to reach to mudl g:relter de­

grees of perfeetion." 
Such is the bngtnp;e of rdi~-ion-She Lids us 

be perfeCt, as our Fdther in he.: \en is perfect. 
She in:proy;:s all Ollr hcult:es, and elevates the 

fuul to the cor: tc mpbtion of th.:: r.-;ofi glorious 
truths. She combines in the ch~~raaePi of her 
friends every thir'g that i:i amiabk, Gignified and 
glorious. Such \'.e flull dii:"()ver that r e!igion to 
be which we he~r (;) frequently ccmdemped by 

Pretend~rs to knowlec1g-e who 8.re loud and vehe-
,) 

ment in proportio11 as they are ign(Jrant-Indeed, 
the calumny that f(Ji'J-ion d· 1)[11':; us from all t:-;e 

0' 

enjoyments cf :ifc may be ,bken as a Llf [F~ci-
men of the implacable fpirits by \vhich urbeliu.-. 
ers a~c actuated againfi her, and althou~h their 
fophHhy and deceit, as in this infb.nce, mOlY be eafi­
ly deteCted, it w~ll be your heft method never to 
enter ii'tto difputes w:'th them, which fe1dom pro­
duce good. On the contrary you will find it 
more ufeful when you meet \vith fuch perfons to 
recall to your Ininds a few of thofe eminent men 
who h:lve given the frrongefi: proofs of their be­
lief in divine revelation, at the fame time that they 
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wet'e the admiration of the world for their virtue, 
their abilities, and their learning. Out of thou. 
fands which have equal claims to notice, for flnce 
the promu! gation of the go[pc1, the moil: famou:~ 
men in every departmt'!1t of art and fdence have 
been its adherents, I ihall kleB: a very few. Not 

that I coniiJtr the approbation of the muil dif­
tinguiihed men :l luLll'..:ient proof of religion; it is 
only a pre[umptive ar~lJmcnt. Its truth reGs on 
principlc~ independent of this alrcnt, it is howev­
er gratifying to know that th:! moft eminent in 
all a~'-es ha ve bC~ll firm beli.:-vers. 

.) 

Lord CLJ.th:!.~li, tint gr:::J.t orator) fiatefman, and 
patriot, '\vhofe yi;orous and commanding elo­
quellce enf0rc~d thofe counfe1s to \yhich Gn·atBrit. 
ain o\"'\'ed her pre~~1inencc, :!nd glory, gives this 
memoraL;~ advic'3 to his ne?hew, Lord CarneIford, 
then a fiudent :It C~~~bridge. 

"I come now to the part of the advice I have to 
offer to )'ou, '-,vhi::h mort nearly concerns your wel. 
fare, and ul""on Vi;hich every good and honorable 
purpofe <Df your life will ~druredly turn; I mean 
the keeping up :n your he<irt the true fentiments 
of religion. If you are not ri;~ht towards God, 
you can never be fo tGwards llnn : the nobleft 

c-, - "'., b h r::ntim~~t 01 U.e II U:'.: ~ 11 IJrI~:,_j.:::~ 'f"';e roug t to 

the tdl. Is !1Tatitude in the number of a man's 
u 

virtues? If it be, the higheft ben£faB:or demands 

the warmeR returns of gratitude, love, and praife : 

Ingratum qui dixcrit orr.~ll dixit. If a ma.n 
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wants this virtue, where there are infinite obliga­
tions to excite and quicken it, he will be likelJ to 
want an others tow'ards his fellow creatures, whofe 
utmoil gifts are poor compared to thofe he daily 

receives at the hands of his never f.liling Almigh­
ty friend. Remember thy creator in the d.ays of 
thy youth, is big with the deepeft wifdom: The 
fear of the Lord is t he beginning of wifdom ; and, 
an upright heart, that i'; und.;rfrand:ng. This is 
eternally trueh whether the wits and rakes of Cam­
brid2"e allow it or not: nay, I mull add of this 

v 

religious wifJom, 'H~r ways are \va)'s of pleafant-
ne[s, and all her paths are peace,' whatever your 
your.g gentkmen of p:eafure think. Hold fail:, 
therefore, by this fheet anchor of happinefs, RelL 
gion, you VI. ill often want it in the times of moft 
danger; the !torms and tempefts of life. CheriIQ. 
true religion as preciouily as you w-ill fly with ab­
horence and contempt fuperil:ition and enthufiafm. 
The firfi is the perfection apd glory of the human 
nature; the t,.vo Iaft the depravation and difgrace 
of it. Rcmer.1ber, the eiI"ence of religion is a 
heart voil of cE":::nce towards God, and man ; not 
fubtle fpecrulati ve opinions, but an active, vital 
prir~ciplc of faith." 

Lord :aacon 'whore mind embraced the whole 
circle of the fdences, the greateil: of men, and the 
glory {)f his c()l:ntry was a fincere Chrifiian-Sir 
Hale New~on who penetrated the myfteries of na. 
ture, V:3,S as ~minent for his piety, as f-or his unri .. 
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.alled tal~nts. The profound Locke, Milton: the 
firfi: of t-nglifh Poets, Addifon the enlightened and 
amiable writer of the SpeCtator, Sir William Jones, 
the friend of humanity, and the moa illuftrious of 
Scholars, were ChriHians. I might felect myriads 
of difiir:guiihed Perfons in e\'cry age and country, 
wh.?re ChriHianity ,vas known, and in every de. 

partment of knc\yledge, not only ci\ines, but 3.:f~ 
Philofophers, Poets, l\Iloraliils and Phyfidans, 
StateL!t:en and L:1\vyers, men whofe great talents 
and extenu\'e information made them the orna .. 
ments of humJn nature. Not fatisfi:..d \yith giving a 
b "... h 1" l' h" 1"" 1~' are :1il,'nt. t ev IT,UrIC::' 1n tell' re iglOn. !lCY f,',· . • b • 

commended it to others as mon: worthy their re-
g ard, the beft foundation of happinefs in this life, 
and their confolatioll 1n death. 

As then you ar<! anxious to realize the fond 
hopes of your parents, to become the fupport, and 
glory of th~ir ?.ze, :0 r:~~)ay them for the many 
hovrs of unclfinefs ,,\'hich you have coil them; As 
you are Ldicitous to become refpecrable members 
of foeety, to t:1:tc the purefi: of all pleafures, to 
rife fJ pc-ior to the flonns alid misfortunes of thi~ 
life, to b'~come the favoritci of God, and the heirs 
of immortality, I conjure yo:! to attend to th:s 
fhort vi~w of religion, th,1t you may cecome her 
determined friends, and that thefe happy profpecrs 
nlay never be difJppoiI1ted. 

To ask if you believe in God, '\vcldd be to ina 
fult ~our underftanding; Gratilude clings to the 
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~lorious truth, and reafon fanctions the embrace. 
The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, the inhabitants 
of the land and water fo wG~derful1y fuited to their 
different fituations, and h;lbits of life, loudly pro­
claim a firft caufe of infinite power and ,vifdom. 
Above all, the admirable form of our bodies, and 
the afronifhing po·,v..::rs of our minds. Is it credu­
ble that this intel1igence that d wells within us, 
, .... hich combines, which calculates which nlount. 
ing above the earth rifes to heaven, or defcends to 
hell; which brings the paft {nto rev~,~\v before us, 
penetrates into the fc.ture, and forms conceptions 
cf immortality, can h;:ve fprung from chance? 
And is it credible tInt it fhines only for a moment 
and like a feeble taper is extinguifhed forever ? 
The confent of all nature proves the beinz of a 
God, and in the belief of his exi::cilce, that of re­
ligion is included, for as our benefatror we o\ .... e 
him thanks, but to offer up t::.anl.:C.-idnO' to Cod 

Q 0 

is the firft act of piety. 
Religion defcended from heaven at the cr~:ltion, 

1nd the breaH: of Adam was her firfr t:::rr!{-'le. Eve 
too enjoyed her ineflimJ.ble bleffings. Their notes 
of praife afcended together to the author of their 
bclng; the feathered tribes united their warb­
lings, Eden fmiled with the bloom of innocence, 
and Angels hailed the glorious concert. After 
this happy £tate of things was defiroyed, and fin 
llad deformed the Creation, a feries of holy men 
fen'ed as guides to one another) in obferving the 



law of nature, which WJ~ the only religion at that 
time pleafing in the fight of God.· Among the 
pofierity of Abraham, one of thefe holy men, the 
truths of natural religion remain improved, and 
uncorrupted to this very day-But this people a[· 
{crt that many truths have been revealed to them 
by G~d himfelf, befides what were handed down 
by their father Abraham, and the proofs they pro­
duce are certainly convincing. N or can it be in· 
credible that God fllOlJld gracioufly reveal thofe 
things to man, which a~e dfential to his happinefs, 
and which he could never difcovcr, after bIeRing 
him with exifience, and giving him the Earth for 
his habitation. 

Our youthful fancies, delighted with the fplen­
dor of Greece and Rome, treat the Jews difrer­
pecrfuI! y, and forget that this injured people were 
in poffcffion of truths infinitely purer than the 
molt learned fage!i ever difcovered, when Rome 
had no being, and the Athenians lived upon fuell. 
£ili, gathered on the Hellenic {hore. So complete. 
ly did fuperfiition extinguiili every fpark of di. 
vine knowledge, that had not the Jews been fep. 
arated from the reit of mankind, the precious 
truths of natural religion had been forever loft. 
To preferve there facred principles they were fe­
lected, and not for any intrinfic merit of their 
own. As proofs of their direCt communication 
with God, they mention their deliverance from 
Egypt, the numerous miracles wrought among 
.fl 
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them, and the excellence of tht»lr law, and confi­
dent of their firength, they challenge inveftigation~ 

Th<.:fe proofs are moil: genuine, and authenticj 
but for the law its internal evidence is fufficient. 
Read with attention the opinions of ancient fages, 
examine the principles afZarbafier, the conjectures 
of Socrates, the ambiguous fentiment:; of Plato, 
loil in the vafinefs of his own conceptions, and 
Arifiotle prefcrrins the intelleCtual to the IT'oral 
virtues, and extract from all thefe a fyfrem of mor­
;-cIs like that of the Decalogue. ReHed with at­
tention upon this inefiimable fummary of moral 
'wifd(lm. Tell me 'N hat is fupedluous, or what ii 
'·~vanting ; and !hew me in all Heathen antiq­
uity a monument of wifdom with which it can be 
compared. Here you have concentrated in a fin­
glc point of view the whole law of nature; and is 
this no proof of its b'eing revealed? In whofe pof­
feffian was :t found? Not among a people exalted 
by knowledge or eminent for wifdom, but among a; 

people inured to £lavery, and debafed by oppreffion, 
2-nd whofe mailers were totally unqualified to teach 
them truths fo comprehenfive and fublime. . 

After the promulgation of the law V:irious reve~ 
htiG~S were frill granted confining chiefiy of 
threatnings, and encouragement". For obedience 
the Jews were promifed profperity, but if difobe­
client, they were to become a proverb1, an afionifh .. 
ment and 'a bye-wQl"d among the nations, whither. 
foevel' the Lord lliolLld le:ld them. 'l'h:s latter .. 
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prophecy has been mof.{ remarkably fulfilled on 
this fingular nation, and is even now fulfilling. 
Their deliverer Cyrus is named by one of their 
JJrophets, an hundred years before he was born, 
and the deftruB:ion of Babylon is foretold in 
the height of her glory, and while {he cruelly tri­
umphed over profirate Jcrufa1cm. '} he comi!'lg 
of Chrift is mentioned [even Centuries before he ap­
peared,and his bil th,de:lth, and [ufferingsareall de­

{cribedasminutely as if they had a lrCJ0} happened. 
Thefe arguments for the truth of divine revela. 

tion dray/n from prophecy are moft convincing; 
by it God appeals to him[elf, as t1le great difpenf. 
er of all moral events. Vvhen predic1ions, there .. 
fore, long made are verified in the event, the ar· 

gument is ~nal, and of equal force to all men, anc;I 

~o all ages. 
By the language of the prophets we difcover 

that the Jewifh fyfiem was only a !hadow of what 
,\vas to follow, a preparation for a much more per ... 

feet, and ger.eral difpenfatio"~ ~t was limited in 
its natur~, and not funned for the reception of the 
... ;hole human race, it was intendeq for the root of 
a tree whore branches {hould cover the ~arth. It 
was indeed a {hong light, and its moral precepts 
were given to be obeyed forever, but it was not 

fuffici~nt ~o produce wor~h i l'pers in fpirit and i~ 
trutll. This grand difrint1ion was referved for 
the Chrifiian religion, to which every thing efieern­
ed holy before its publication belongs, a,nd much 

. .ever befo;re known. 
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If the Jews, although the keepers of a law wrh", 

ten by wifdom itfelf, were unable to l·each thofe 
pUfe and fublim~ virtues which (prang fr~)m the 
miffion of Chriil:, how much lefs were other na­
tions qualified to offer up a fanqified ,~odhip ~ 
Among them the law of nature WClS oblIterated, 
tr difregarded, it poffeffed no authority or fanc~ 
tion. Th<; mais of the people had little more 

ltnowledge of divine things, ~han the beaUs tha~ 
perifh. The learned were littk bt:tter, fo that, 
confidering the flate of the world, infiead of think­
ing a revelation unneceifary, we may fee that to 
grant it was highly becoming the g,oocinefs and 
werey of God. No perCon believing in a firft 
caufe, can deny the poffibility of a rcve1a,tion, if 
it pleafe the Supreme B,eing. Now what cou1q 
make a revelation necdfary ? Surely man not be­
ing able to fulfill the end for which h~ was (reat­
ed l was a fufficie~t caufe, and that their moral de­
b:;l.fernent prevented this.hiil:ory abundantly proves. 
The people knew nothing of God or of the \\'or~ 
ihip that was ~gT eeabl(! to his nature. They were 
funk in the groffeil: fuperftition ancl idolatry, and 
v.rone to the moil: abcminable crimes. Wh.at they 
called reli:-;ion infiead of purifying them, made 
them much more wicked by giving a f~naion t~. 
tran(~reffion. The perfeafo:ps of God, aud his. 
moral government were hid from the~ ~nder a. 
doud of darknefs, which they were \lnO;lble to 
'Penetrate. They had no clear notions of the im­
UlOrtality of the foul, or a nate of f\ltuJ;C' :retril>ljo 
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don. 1 (peak not ()f the vulgar only, whore cor. 
ruption was horrible, but of their learned Philofo. 
phers, and oracles of wifdom. In fuch a fituation 
it was furely more charitable to fend a revelation 
than to give exiftence, more worthy of the good­
pef$ of God, ~nd as eafy to believe in it as in our 
creatiun. 

The wife of antiquity knew their wants and 
confeffed them. Socrates defpairs of making n en 
better, unlefs a teacher {hould defcend fron1 heav­
en. Alas! be was ignorant of divine things, he 
had no bndion by which to enforce the praCtice 
of thore duties wh\ch h~ fa glorioufly difcharged. 
His pupil Plato, beholding the diforder of this 
prefent frate, thinks nothing is done right but by 
the particular interpofition of God. Modern phi­
lofophers are pot fo ingenuous; they fieal their 
fublime notions of fo~nd Dlorals, and divinity, 
from thofe very fcriptures which they revile. Let 
me however confefs with Chriftian can dour, that 
(uch are the aberrations of huma,n rea(on, that 1 
think it probable fome lovers oJ truth may not be 
convinced of the truth of th~ Chrinia~ religion, 
but their number is v~rr fmall. Ther are com .. 
monly lIloderat~ in their pretenfions, and treat 
that religion w! th refpeq, which they are not Co 
happy as to believe. Such men delerve our pity, 
a.nd our prayers, againft ~hem I do not {peak. The 
greater number prejudge the fubjeCl: 'without eX:· 
iminatio;l ; they F~eteJld that all the truths of the 
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goCpe1' were known before its promulgation, or 
that men could have eafily difcovered them. 

But if religion has nat brought them to light, 
how came we to be fo much more kno\ving than 
the ancients? The writings of Plato, of Ariftotle, 
anq Cicero, are chiefly worthy of confultation up­
on this fubjea. They make fame mention of the 
immortality o£ the fout, but l10w confufed ? They 
reje8: the fuperftitians of the people, but they are in", 
capable of forming a rational worfhip. Their no­
tions of virtue are ambiguous~ and frequently falfe ~ 
.Ariftotle bel'ieved not the firft principle of all religioI\ 
Ilatpral and revealed-It is true they fometimes de­
claim nobly on particular virtues, but by what ob .. 
ligation do they urge their practice? And what ena. 
bles us to detea the errors of lpen fo wife? Certain. 
ly, the light of revelation. By minutely comparing 
the manners of the ancients with the dictates of 
enlightened reafon, I might have eafily fuown the 
neceffity of a revelation frill more firongly. But 
flS the:: H·oes of men are no proper teft of the trutq 
or faHhood of prin ciples, of their ignorance or 
knowledge of what is right,l forbear. 

The Jews, with infinitely better opportunities 
than the Gentiles, became equally corrupted about 
the time our Saviour ~ppeared. The fublime prin­
ciples of the law were covered with innumerable 
traditions. Ceremony was addeQ to ceremony, 
till all was fhadow and no fubftance. It the ftat~ 
pf the world was fo d~plorable, and if ~t be. ~dmit" 
ted on all hands that God could have no other end 



r 2,3 J 
;0 view in creating the world, but the dHfunon of 
happinefs, it may be allowed that this end had fail. 
cd, for mankind were igncrant of the things moft 
dfential to their happine[3. How the world fell 
into this Iamen table fituation we are not now en. 
quiring, but the faa being fo, we might ask our 
opponents whether it was more cor.fiUent with 
the nature of God to reftore his creation to its 

firft intention, or to let it remain as it was. If 
this queftion be allowed to be juft:; as I think it 
fhould, few will fupport the negative. \Ve affert 
then that the rewedy was aclminifiered at the very 
time, that there evils ~ppeared at their height. 

When th~ world \vas in the difmal fituation we 
have been defcribing; there was born in Judea. 
a poor man named Jefus, fuppofed to be the fon 
of a Carpeilt er, who, affified by twelve com .. 
panions without learning, without education, with .. 
out the {ountenance of the powerful, or the ape 
probatiDn of the wife, tailght a fyfiem of Theolo ... 
gy the mofi fublime, and uf morals the molt per­
fefr, and "\,v hich .~·as diffeminated with a moft 3,£ .. 
tonHhin g rapidity, through all the regions of (he 
Eaft, in direCt oppofition to the power, the inter ... 
ens, the pleafurcs, the ambition, the prejudice3', 
and the Philofophy of the world, in {pite of prin­
ces and priefts, the force of fuperRition, and the 
fury of blind zeal ;-A religion whi.ch admits no 
falfe virtue, however univerfally admired, and 0-

mits.n~ true on., though defpifed by all the worl~. 
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A religion which pays no refpe8: to the prejudili 

ces of men, throws oUt no vain allurements to 
gain profelytes, and admits no criminal indul­
gence ; but fills us with lo'Ve and gratitude to God~ 
excites our ardent imitation of the Divine perfee .. 
lions, makes us fenfible of our natural weaknefs, 
and dependence, opens our hearts towards aU 
mankind, fills us with fympathy and benevolence 
towards them, raifes our thoughts above the friv­
olous joys of this life, and prefents Ui with the 
moft glorious profpects beyond the grave. In ev­
ery other religion, the good of the prefentlife 
was the firft objecr; here it is but the fecon d-­
They took cognizance of ext€rnal acts only; it 
penetrates to the heart, it demands internal purity, 
and benevolent difpofitions. It is a mirror made 
by the finger of God refleCting in his true char­
acter every perfon who louks into it. But to be 
more particular, let us notice a few of thofe v ir­
tues it recommends, and doctrines it teaE:hes, which 
were never before known. Humility, the root 
of all the virtues, though defpifed by the wodd, 
is here warmly recommended. It deftroys pro­
fumption and vanity, pride and envyIng, amb~. 
tion and rivaHhip, and fubfiitutes in their place, 
meeknefs, refignatioll, patience t.ind~r injuries 
moderate willies and expecb.tions. To reveng~ 
jnjur~es, had always been eonfidered to a certain. 
extent, meritorious. It was a mark of fpirit; to 
omit doin& it was difgraceful. and while ancient 
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morallfis allowed and praifed it under certain rea 
firic1ions, it i3 condemned; by Chrifrianity Wilh 
nlore than ordinary fLJlemnity, forto forgive others 
is made the exprefs condition of ourown forgivenfs. 
A third precept is charity, or univerfalbenevolence. 
This is a conflellation of all the virtues, the teft (If 
the Chrifiian's obedience, his noblefi mark of dif­
tinction, a yirtue fo rational and fublime, and eU'i­
nently ufeful, that the general practice of it would 
banilh mifery from the earth. 

Moreover this religion inculcates feveral duties 
unknown to other religions. One of which is re­
pentance, or a hatred of evil, with a firm refolu­
tion of being wicked no longer-a care to make 
every poffible recompence for former tranfgreffions, 
and to change our nature and difpofition to a con· 
formity with the Gofpel. Love not the world 
is another dut"c enjoined, the H'1funablenefs of 

" .J 

which is eafily difcovtred, for wClrlJly things are 
vain and infufficient for hafpinefs; not thlt we 
fuould adopt a mifanthropic feclufion from fociety, 
but fuch a difpofition of mind as prevents the world 
from engroffing the firfr place in our thoughts and 
affections. This duty is therefore confifientwith in­
dufiry, and innocent purfuits. The docl:rines of this 
religion are equally new with its precepts; the ref­
urrec1ion of the dead, the immortality of the foul, 

. the laft judgment,and the triumph of the righteous. 
, The dlaraCIer of the illufirious founder of this 

religion is no Ids wonderful than the religion i tee If; 
D 
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1ndec'd his excellence has never been difputec,t 
How infinitely beyond that of any other teacher! 
The mildnef." the dignity, the fp{)tlefs fanc1ity of 
his rrtmncrs, fa utterly inconfiitent with every 
idea of e:1.thufiafm or impofiure: 1 he fublimity of 
his dcCtrines, the confummate wifdom, and perfea: 
purity of his moral precepts. '.tV hat ardent love 
without the fmallefi .tinaur~ of fuperlHtion does 
he expr~f) towards God! His devotion:s always 
rational, his obedience cheerful and refigned. His 
exarnpl~ giv~s the molt full and perfeCt illufiration 
of his precepts. Hi~ \\/hole employment is to do 
good: H-:: is. ger:tle mild and condefcending. He 
goes abo'lt healing difeafes, correaing ~rrors,. re'. 
lieving infirrnit ies, removing prejudices, promot. 
ing piety, juHice, charity, and peace. In return 
for all this goodnefs) he is treated with contempt, 
and neglect. He feel., the infults of his enemies, 
but he never allows refentment to harbour in his 
breaU, all is patience and refignation, he returns 
:~C'od for evil, kindnefs for infult; hated and re..; 
p;-elC'hed, he pities and bleffes all his enemies, pray. 
:P.g for thofe that thirfied ~')r his blood. Even at 
his !ail moments, when fuf'~~ring the moll excruci. 
'ltin,?; torments "'pon the ern!;., hei~htened by the 
fav'l;c reproadl of the furrour:d~ng barbarians, he 
feels or.ly cOJllpailion for them, he cries to his 
heavenly Father to have mercy upon them. . 

Jei''.!s made hi" fufferings and death a part of his 
;-:,dginal lJbn, and eilcntial to its fuccefs ...... He fore­
ia'\.\T (tn, ~ deLhrcd their necdIity; neither he nor his 
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followers d~rh'ed any temporal ~dv.1nt:1ge, On tile 
contrary, they experienced th~ moil crud treat .. 
mente They {(mght not, like all other religions, to 
unite human polLy with divine-to blend their 
religious ~ith their ci\'il puwer ; they defpifed, 
honours, riches and pleafures. They COUT ted pov. 
erty, ignominy and death. 'Vhat theft could -{up­
port them, if not a confcioufne;., of the truth? They 
knew that in this world tllev ihould hl"e tr~tJL. . -
lation, be hated of all nations, and even put to 
death; nor had they reaf(m to expecl: any bldlings 
in the world to come, it they were prOFJgatin2: a 
lie by the fllie pretences of divine ailiilance. rdor. 
alifis univerfally conclude tlllt it is impoftible for 
men to aCt \,-ithout the appe:lrance of forne good 
to be procured by the aaion, for a !o,-e of life, and 
a defire of felf prefervation,are implanted if: our 1":::'.­

ture; confequently, we avoid mifery and torments ~ 
but Jefus, and his diLiples could not thus abandon 
all the bleffings and expe2:1tions of this, and of an­
other world, and willingly fubjeCl; themfelves to 
all the mifery and torments poffible to be endureJ. 
in pr0pagating opinions from which they could ex .. ,r . , 
Fea no profit or advantage, cn ... .:ls tney v,'ere D::!~ 

reft of common [enfe. had renounced the natural 
inflincrs of mankind, and \vere in love with ruin 

and defirucrion. 
We Chrifiians are often unjuUly accufed of cre~ 

dulity, but here we retort the charge, and declare) 
that thofe who rejeCt our holy religion, fupported 
a.s i~ is by the teftimony of Jefus and his followGr~ 



[ ~8 ] 

~nuft believe things the moft bcredible-, and repug .... 
nant to human nature. They rtluH: believe that 
.perfons of the moil blamelefs lives, and virtuous 
converfation, fhould, againfi the c1eareil diCtates of 
their confcience, frand up in defence of a villainous 
impofture. That men, whofe difcourfes and ae .. 
tions evidently tended to the promotion of true 
holiner." fhould in their hearts defy the Supreme 

'Beir.g, and detefi: all goodnef:,---:t'hat men who 
taught doCl:rines the moflfublime, and who wereem~ 
inent for their wifdom, as appe:us by their precepts 
and writings, fhould be infinitely more zealous in 
maintaining a:1d difperfing a lie, than men have 
ever been in confirming the truth. Our oppo­
nents muft futher beli.;ve, that a few fee'.lle men, 
without any \'iiilJlc affiftance, changed the face of 
the world; that their weaknefs overcame the 
greateft fir~ngth ; that their firnpEcity baffied the 
fharpefr wit, the fubtlefi policy, and the deepen: 
learning; that a ruflic eloquence equally void of or· 
J1ament, of erudition, or of firength-:-forced men, 
contrdry to the truth, though fupported by the moil: 
brilliant eloquence, to believe a aory unpleafant 
and difbraceful; and that all this was done by 
men united by fraud, without iutereft, virtue 
or truth. Ll~lly, they mua believe that after 
the death of Je[us, his difciples without and vifi­
ble advantage or future hopes, fupported his doc­
trine, patiently endured all that is diftafteful to 
human nature, and facrificed their fortunes', their 
reputation, and every thing that was dear to them, 



[ 29 ] 

to the ghoft of a falfe prophet, and condemned 
malefacror. If the enemies of the gofpel can die 
geft all this, why doth ph~lof()phy inform us that 
felf prefervation, and the love of life, are law!) oE 
our nature, and that It ~3 not pollible for any man 
deliberatelytochoofe to be miferable, or r~fufe to b~ 
happy, or not to de fire to be f). Thefe philofo?hcal 
principles mufi: be given up, or they mufi: believe •• 
. The biilory of the chrit1ian religion is its {hong­
en proof. It fhews it to be the perfec1ion of nat. 
ural religion, as natural religion is the perfeaion 
of reafon. Little are they acquainted with it who 
imagine that it contracts our views, whil~ philofo .. 
phy extends them. The very contrary is the 
truth, it gives a bOlilldlefs range to all the facultie. 
of the foul, while Philofophy limits them extreme­
ly. To the mere Philofopher, the world is e ;ery 
thing; to the Chrifiian nothing; the former re. 
gards as his har-pinefs, his end; the latter, an at. 
tom, a fhadow \\ hich paff~th away. Religion is a 
golden chain, the 11dt link of\vhich is th~Supren e 
Being, and which reacheth to eternity. \Vithout 
its illuminating fay this world is 4 riddle, an inex-
plicable chaos, which bewilders \lli the J;nore, the 
deeper we enquire. 

The very objeCt of this religion is new, it is not 
confined to the prefeLt life, it poin·s to a future 
ftate of exifience~ as the gOJI to which we fuould 
direct our fieps. Tbis is, he crown for "'hich we 
are to contend-the cement that unites all oUt' 

... . 
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alUnns clardy together, prevents any thing from 
being foreign or indifferent; takes cognizance of 
the fmalleft as well as the greateft aCtions of our 
Jives; and comprehends every thought, word and 
afrion. How gloripus the object fet before us~ 
Take away a future frate, and our liv.es are broken 
and unconnecred, v.uiable and uncertain. This 
explains and completes them. They no longer ap­
pear infulated occurrences, a few brilliant tranfac­
tions, by which we particularize certain &lYS and 
years, while all our other actions are configned to 
obli viop. All mankind are moving forward, wil~' 
ling, ~nd unwilling ~ fome groping their way in 
the dark, others meafuing their fieps in the twi. 
light; but the fincere ChrifiLm walks with a firm 
pace in the light of the Sun. How fublime to 
know, and by this religion only is it known, that 
man {hall never die, that more than 800 millions 
of mortals are daily preffing forward to the tribu. 
nal of Chrift) the wicked with tottering fieps, 
through the mill: of vice; the heathen by the faint 
glimmering~ of the law of nature; while the Chrif. 
tian already fees hi3 jud,;!, and patiently ,Yait3 
his turn to be called. 

Already have we challenged any fyfteln of mor. 
als among the ancients equal to the Decalogue; 
how much nlOrc may thii challenge be repeate<l 
when fpeaking of Chrift's fermQo on the mount, 
and his comprehenfive, and fublime, yet concife 
prayer to his Father. But what part of the Gor. 
pel contains not fU,tlerior excellences, more origin~ 
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~ llity, and greater fimpHcity, than the books of the 

fages df former times. Let me requefi you to per­
ufe with attention thofe inefiimablc books that 
fontain our religion : in them you will find no 
appearance of artifice or of pa.rty fpirit; no at. 
tempts to exaggerate on the one hand, or depre .. 
ci;ite on the other; no objeaions anticipated. The 
writers honefUy record their own miftakes; as wen 
as the other particulars, of their fiory. But a lingle 
perufal wiIi fhew their excellence much better thaD 
any thing I can fay in their favor. 

Be not fatisned with this faint and imperfect: 
sketch of this tational and fublime religion, which 
addreffes itfclf to all orders of r::en, and m~es the: 
peafant better acquainted with the nature of the 
Supreme Being, and the rela.tihn we bear towards 
him than the mofi renowned V'Jorthie;:; of ancient 
time; a religion frequently neglected by the proud, 
becaufe preacbed to the poor, and hated by men 
who \~"ould have been its mott paffionate admire 
ers, had it been wrapped up in a [ynero, and folic .. 
ited the attention of the learned alone. \Vhat ~ 
one of its greatcfr perfections they difEke ; but it 
is no refpeCler of perfons, ~t enlightens the low as 
well as the high; breaks down the barrier be­
tween the philofopbcr and the peafant, and tells 
them both what they ought to do. It tells us to 
love, to worlliip, and obey God, and to be infpir .. 
ed with the noble emulation of imitating his di. 
vine perfeltions,fubmittingourfelves with patience;? 
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cneerfullnefs, and refignation, to tile viciIitudes 01 
the pre[ent life. V\7ith the love of God it defires u:.· 
join the love of man, that univerfal charity, which 
is the foundation ot all the comforts of fociallife'.)\ 
the bond of connexion between earth, and heavel. ,:; 
This angelic difpofition foftens our paffions, ap" 
peafes our refentments, extends our beneficence to 
the miferies of inankind-it tells us we are all 
brethren, all children of the fame father, and urges 
us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, be a Fat h. 
er to the Fathellefs, a hufband to the widow, the 
orphan's fray, and the firanger's fhield; that it is 
our glory to be clothed with gentlenefs, humility, 
brotherly kindnefs, moderation, and equity. It 
tells us to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the world, 
excites our warmefi gratitude to God for his un­
fpeakable kindnefs; exalts us to the confideration 
of everlafiing jufiice, and moral excellence, to ali 
heavenly connection with the fpirituai world. Is 
not this a religion worthy of our Saviour to pro. 
mulgate, and of rational beings to embrace? Be­
ings fitted by their nature to attain a perfection at 
pre[ent inconceivable-who are called on here to 
prepare for happin<!fs in another £tate exceeding 
their limited conceptions, always increafing 
through the immenfity of ages ; to them indeed 
having a begiIlning, but which iliall never have 
an end. 
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