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ADV:.RTISEMENT.
Tzrs Letter with a few wverbal alterations forms the
loft of @ courfe of Lectures, which the Author has
drawn up for the ufe of his Scholars—Should this fpe-

cimen be favorably received, he may be induced at fome .‘

future period to publifb the whole. In ferzg/ing this
little awork the critical reader will recollect, that it is |
a kind of recapitulation, and therefore allows more ab-
rupt tranfitions and a greater rapidity of fyle than
ufualo—The fentiments muft fpeak for themfelves,




MR. STRACHAN’s

LETIER TO HIS PUPILS.

MY DEAR FRIFNDS,

YOUR love of virtue, and of truth,
the education you have alveady received, and your
excellent natural difpofitions are fo many pledges
to me that you will always in your practice and
opinions remain the fteady friends of {found mor-
als, and of true religion. The enemies of the
Gofpel by applying to the vanity of men, and
rendering irreligion fathionable have lately gained
thoufands of profelytes, who with all the zeal of
new converts are perpetually obtruding upon you,
their blafphemy, and their doubts. They are ea-
ger to tell you there is no God, no future retri-
bution or moral diftin&tion, and puffed up with a
few flender arguments got by rote they fuppofe
themfelves qualified to decide on all thofe impor-
tant points which enneble religion, and conttitute
her effence.

With fhallow men the fathion is every thing,
whether in their mode of drefs or of thinking,
On this principle we account for thofe furious en-
thufiafts of the prefent day for undefined liberty
and unreftrained licentioufnefs : a few centuries
ago they would have been the murderers of the
Albigenfes, and the promoters of the crufades. It
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was referved for them to exhibit in this enlight.
ened age the aftonithing Pheenomenon of men
preaching humanity, liberality, and toleration,
while they are perfecuting with violence, not for
believing too much, but becaufe fome men fill
prefume to belicve in demonftration, and for fear
of retaining any portion of Chriftianity, thefe en-
thufiafts have not only rejefted its doctrines, but
the moderation, the charity, the piety it enjoins.

Let me warn you not to be furprifed though
you meet with many in fociety who defpife and
ridicule Chaiftianity, the pureft, and moft {ublime
of all rligions.  DPerfons of vicious and corrupt
habics focl little anxiety to examine its evidence,
"1y are not much difpofed to liften to doé&rines
which refirain their wicked propenfities, and make
thern diiletisficd with themfelves.  Such people
arc not all cq\w“ly wicked, but they are all dan-
verous companions, and fhould always be avoid-
cd as the dotermined enemies of your moft pre-
cious futeretia, You will find them in general in-
capuble of raifing their thoughts to the contem-
plation of the Author of nature.  Their minds are
fo debafed, and their faculties fo obtufe that they
feel not the force of arguments in favor of relig-
ious truth, nor can they perceive the beauty and
the excellence of the morality which the Gofpel
incuiates, . Yet they will dare to fneer and laugh
at fericus things, and utter terrible blafphemies

witheut un leelanding them,
¢



(7]

If you meet with a few unbelievers of greater
abilities, and more improved intelledts, you will
find them proftituting their talents in the caufe of
?ice, and induftrioufly colleiting jefts and foph.
ifms againft religion which they are careful te re.
peat in the ears of the young and inexperienced,
to draw them from the truth. They know that
with young and uncultivated minds, ridicule has
frequently more weight than the ftrongeft argu-
ments. Befides to argue correctly is beyond their
ftrength, and againft their inclinations.

But though you meet with fome of thefe pro.
fane jefters well fupplied with puzzling queflions
which they propofe with an impofing air of liber-
ality, and affe® much candour and fincerity, be
not deceived by their falfe pretences, and never
let the fuppofiticn enter your mind, that religion
is not true bezaufe you are unable to anfwer their
queftions. For it does not follow that the proofs
of religion are weak, or that their objetions are
firong, becaufe you may not be able to refute
them. You never conclude when you cannot
anfwer a difficult queftion in Arithmetic, that no-
body can anfwer it, on the contrary you juftly
fuppofe that to others more advanced it is eafy of
folution. In the fame way when one of thefe dif.
ficulties concerning religion is propofed, you
thould refle® that though ycu may be unable to
folve it, people who have been at more pains ea-
fily may, or that it is captious and of no importe.
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ance. But that you may be more able to deteét
them, oblerve how thefe fceptics proceed.

It generaliy happens that their firft ftep to fap
the foundation of religion in the minds of the
young, is to calumniate it’s teachers and adherents
as a fet of dangerous men, direted by deceit or
blinded with fuperftition, to whom no principles
belong but intolerance, bigotry, and narrownefs
of mind. Thefe bold affertions, and fpecious in-
vedives, although at firft defpifed, begin at laft to
be credited. We hear the calumny fo often
united with it’s object, that the mention of the
one almoft mechanically introduces ihe other, and
we are betrayed into dangerous prejudices, rather
by a principle of affociation, than a decifion of the
judgment. If you love candour, freedom of dif-
cuffion, truth and univerfal benevolencé ; if you
defire an exemption from prejudice and advance.
ment in real mental improvement ; join your-
felves to us, fay modern fceptics, for we only pof-
fefs them. The unfufpeting youth look up to
them with admiration, and implicitly believe their
affertions, for not able fteadily to éxamine the
juftice of their profeffions or their imputations
againtt religion, they are fafcinated with the ap.
pearance of generofity and hating the artifice and
bafenefs, with which their new friends tell them
religion is defended, they become afhamed of be-
lieving it, and long to be numbered among thofe
confpicuous for liberality of fentiment and freedom
of refearch.



Lo ]

hink not however, that, in pleading the caufe
of religion, I defend the conduct of all its profefl-
-ors.  They have been guilty of much wickednels,
and with many of them bigotry and fuperitition
have ftill an aiylum j but [ contend that thefe have
nothing to do wich relirion herfelf. I.ct anyonc
prove that the dofrines of the Gofpel necceils-
rily tend to narrownefs of mind, perfecuting
zeal, or gloomy fuperiiivion, and I ihall be among
the firft to defert her caufe.
All the gifts of heaven are liable to corruption.
Vith greater propricty might we defpife reafon, v
becauf: 1t frequently direéts us wrong; or reject
many of the greate comforts of life becaufe under
certain aipects they appear evil.  Why fhould we
Le always told of the oppreflions of churchinen
during the middle ages ? It can have no weight
at prefent, fince ro perfon can deny that they are
now for the mofl part above artifice, and firangers
to bizotry, confpicucus for their liberality, thelr
moderation, their love of truth, and their charity.
Surely, acninft fuch men the evidence of people
oucht not to bereccived without much allowance,
who with moderation on their lips, perfecute witit
unreleating cruelty, ave bigoted amidft their 1lib-
erality, and furnious amidil their toleration, and
while they are fo anxious to pull down Chriftian-
ity, know of nothing to fubftitute in its room.

The fine fpun theories of the Metaphylician are

A



[ 1c ]
forgotten by hLimfelf in aétive life, ar.d over filans
kind they can never acquire any influence.

I mentioned fome time ago my intention of
tranfmitting you my fentiments on religion ; it is
now proper that a fulsect of fuch ireftimable im-
portance {hould occupy fome of your thoughts.
Yot you to examire the evidences of Chriflianity,
is at prcfent inmpoliible, on acccunt of your youth
and other avocations, take then the refuit of my
inquiry, ic:.etimes nearly in the words of my au-
thor, il your vnderftanding ripen and a time of
Ieifure arrive.  Tfhol! nothinder you from ftating
and refutingubiediions; bur olicrvehere in general,
that I will not make a fingle affertion, which I am
not ready if required, to prove to your fatisfac-
tion.

There is, however, one objeSion that I wifh to
notice, which, as it meets us in the very threfhold
ol our inquiry, feems to demand fi.me examina.
tion. It has much icfuence with many, and pre-
vents them from ever examining this interefting
icbjeft—Religion is faid to exclude her friends
from .1l the enjoyents of life. Never was there
% greater caluinny than this. ~Who have fo great
reafs)fx to bff ple:fzd and cheerful as thofe wio arc
Cgt;fcxouiof doing their duiy, 2nd zre enlighten-

10 . k] . o
f}m }r’nleéiilflsif:uthlq ': Is any ore ignorant that
CEe of the vistues Lot o oY fiom the exer.
¢ of » pleatures 1uiinitely fuperior to
any tha! the wicked ever €njoy.
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No my friends, religion will dctar you from no
innocent gratifications, the condemns not all kinds
of pleafures, the orly diftinguithes tle lawful
* from the fpurious. She poinis out which may be

which attend the reft, < I am anxious for your hagp-
pincfs, fiic fays to her friends, ani earnelily dofirg
to guard you from deception —plealures at ficft al-
ways produce agrezable fenfations, but they are
not always lawful. They are not alwzys coniill-
ent with the dignity of human nature, or th= pu-
rity of the heurt, many are defiru&ive boih to
body and mind. and even th= innocent, by too fre-
quent indulgence, chiange into pain, or oocupy that
time which might have been more ulefully em-
ployed. I debar you from no plzafures that really
contribute to your fclicizy. If I warn youagainit
thofe of 2 fenfual kind, it is bocaufe they are com-
monly p\ernif_ious, and arz forever promifing more
than they can perform. And if I «cli you to ulz
innocent pleafures with moderation, it is becaufe
their excels produces difguft. Inftead of con-
tralting, I will enlarge and elevate the circle of
your pleafures, and prefent fources of enjoyment
infinitely fuperiour to thofc of fenfe. I begin

with corredting all the diforders which the paffions .

and appetites may have engendered, and placiug
your heavenly Father before you, as the contino-
al object of your imitation. Defcend not to the
imitation of men wholz cxampic may controul
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v .ur exertions, and reconcile you to floth. Never
think that you have reached the pinnacle of wif-
dom, of virtue or of piety. Set not limits to the
good you perform; nor confider any degrce of
moral or intelleCtual improvement bcvond your
reach. Look upon what you have acquired s
only the beginning, the feed which fhouid [pring
up, and enzble you to reach to much greater de-
grees of perfetion.”

Such is the language of rclicion—She bids us
be perfed, as our Futher in hexven is perfect.
She improves 2ll our faculties, and elevates the
foul to the contcmplation of the mioft glorious
truths. She combines in the churacters of her
friends every thing that is amiable, dignified and
glorious. Such we thall diftover that religion to
be which we hear {» frequently condemned by
pretenders to knowledge who are loud and vehe-
ment in proporticn as they are ignorant—Indeed,
the calumny that rcligion d bars us from all th
enjoyments ¢f life may be taken as a fuir fpeci-
men of the implacable {pirits by which urbelicv.
ers arc actuated againft her, and although their
fophiftry and deceit, as in this inftance, may be eafi-
ly detected, it will be your beft method never to
enter into difputes with them, which feldom pro-
duce good. On the contrary you will find it
more ufeful when you meet with fuch perfons to
rccall to your minds a few of thofe eminent men
who have given the ftrongeft proofs of their be-
licf in divine revelation, at the fame time that they
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were the admiration of the world for their virtue,
their abilities, and their learning. Out of thou.
fands which have equal claims to notice, tor fince
the promulgation of the gofpel, the moft famous
men in every department of art and fcience have
been its adherents, I {hall fele&k a very few. Not
that I coniider the approbation of the meft dif-
tinguithed men a fuliicient proof of religion ; it is
only a prefumptive argument. Its truth refts on
principles independent of this affent, it is howev-
er gratifying to know that the moft eminent in
all ages have been firm believers.

Lerd Chatham, that great orator, ftatefman, and
patriot, whofe vigorous and commanding elo-
quence enforced thofe counfels to which Great Brit.
ain owed her precminence, 2nd glory, gives this
memoralls advics to his nephiew, Lord Camelford,
then a ftudent at Cambridge.

¢« 1 come now to the part of the advice I have to
offer to you, which moft nearly concerns your wel-
fare, and uron which every good and honorable
purpofe of your life will 2fluredly turn ; I mean
the keeping up in your heart the true {fentiments
of religion. If you are not rizht towards Ged,
you can never be fo towards man : the nobleft
{antiment of the human bre:l i “ore brought to
the telk. Is gratitude in the number of a man’s
virtues ? Ifit be, the higheft bencfadtor demands
the warme® returns of gratitude, love, and praife:
Ingratum qui dixerit omnia dixit. If a man
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wants this virtue, where there are infinite obliga-
tions to excite and quicken it, he will be likely to
want all others towards his fellow creatures, whofe
utmoft giftsare poor compared to thofe he daily
receives at the hands of his never failing Almigh-
ty friend. Remember thy creator in the days of
thy youth, is biz with the deepeft wifdom : The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wifdom ; and,
an upright heart, that is und:rftanding.  This is
erernally true; whether the wits and rakes of Cam-
bridee allow it or not : nay,I muft add of this
rclig?eus wifdom, ¢ Her ways are ways of pleafant-
nefs, and all Ler paths are peace,” whatever your
yourg gentlemen of pleafure think. Hold faft,
therefore, by this theet anchor of happinefs, Reli-
gion, you wil often want it in the times of moft
danger ; the ftorms and tempefts of life. Cherifh
true religion as precioully as you will fly with ab-
horence and contempt {uperftition and enthufiafm.
The firft 1s the perfection and glory of the human
nature ; the two laft the depravation and difgrace
of it. Remember, the eflence of religion is a
heart void of cznce towards Gad, and man ; not
fubtle {pectulative opinions, but an a&ive, vita]
prir.ciple of faith.”

Lord Bacon whofe mind embraced the whole
circle of the fciences, the greateft of men, and the
glory of his country was a fincere Chriftian—Sir
Ifaac Newton who penetrated the myfteries of na-
ture, was as eminent for his piety, as for his unri-
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walled talents. Tlie profound Locke, Miltori the
firft of Lnglith Poets, Addifon the enlightened and
amiable writer of the Spectator, Sir William Jones,
the friend of humanity, and the moft illuftrious of
Scholars, were Chrittians. 1 might felect myriads
of difticguifhed Perfons ir every age and country,
where Chriftianity was known, and in every de-
partment of knewledge, not only divines, but alfo
Philofephers, Poets, Moralifts and Phyficians,
Statefir:en and Lawyers, men whofe great talents
and exteniive information made them thc orna-
ments of human nature. Not fatisfed with givinga
bare ailint, they gloricd in their religion. Thcy re-
commended it to others as moft worthy their re-
g ard, the beft foundation of happinefs in this life,
and their confolation in death.

As then you are anxious to realize the ford
hopes of your parents, to become the fupport, and
glory of their age, *o repav them for the many
hours of uncifinefs which you have coft them ; As
you are {ulicitous to becoine refpeftable members
of {ociety, to taite the purelt of all pleafures, to
rife fuperior to the ftorms and misfortunes of this
life, to become the favoritcs of God, and the heirs
of immortality, f conjure vou to attend to this
fhort view of religion, that you may tecome her
determined friends, and that thefe happy profpedts
may never be dilzppointed.

To ask if you believe in Ted, weuld be to in-
fult vour underftanding ; Gratitude clings to the
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glorious truth, and reafon fan&ions the embrace.
The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, the inhabitants
of the land and water fo wonderfully {uited to their
different fituations, and habits of life, loudly pro-
claim a firft caufe of infinite power and wifdom.
Above all, the admirable form of our bodies, and
the aftonifhing powers of our minds. Is it credi-
ble that this intelligence that dweils within us,
which combines, which calculates which mount-
ing above the earth rifes to heaven, or defcends to
hell ; which brings the paft into revizw before us,
penetrates into the future, and forms conceptions
cf immortality, can hzve fprung from chance?
And is it credible tiiat it fhines only for a moment
and like a feeble taper is extinguithed forever ?
The cenfent of all nature proves the being of a
God, and in the belief of his exifience, that of re-
ligion is included, for as our benefaltor we owe
him thanks, but to offer up thank{ziving to Cod
is the firft act of piety.

Religion defcended from heaven at the creation,
and the breaft of Adam was her firft tzmrle, Ive
too enjoyed herineftimable bleflings. Their notes
of praife afcended together to the author of their
being ; the feathered tribes united their warb-
lings, Eden {miled with the bloom of innocence,
and Angels hailed the glorious concert. After
this happy ftatc of things was deftroyed, and fin
had deformed the Creation, a feries of holy men
ferved as guides to one another, in otferving the
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Yaw oF nature, which was the only religion at that
time pleafing in the fight of God.* Among the
pofterity of Abraham, one of thefe holy men, the
truths of natural religion remain improved, and
uncorrupted to this very day—DBut this people af-
~ fert that many truths have been revealed to them
by Ged himfelf, bef:des what were handed down
by their father Abraham, and the proofs they pro-
duce are certainly convincing. Nor can it be in-
credible that God fhould gracioufly reveal thofe
things to man, which are effential to his happinefs,
and which he could never difcover, after blefiing
him with exiftence, and giving him the Earth for
his habitation.

Our youthful fancies, delighted with the {plen-
dor of Greece and Rome, treat the Jews difref
pe&fully, and forget that this injured people were
~in pofleflion of truths infinitely purer than the
motit learned fages ever difcovered, when Rome
had no being, and the Athenians lived upon fhell-
fith, gathered on the Hellenic thore. So complete-
ly did fuperftition extinguifh every fpark of di-
¥ine knowledge, that had not the jews been fep-
arated from the reft of mankind, the precious
truths of natural religion had been forever loft.
To preferve thele facred principles they were fe-
leted, and not for any intrinfic merit of their
own. As proofs of their dire& communication
with God, they mention their deliverance from
Egypt, the numerous miracles wrought among
.

* Ses Gangaueli's Leiters.
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them, and the excellence of their law, and cotift
dent of their firength, they challenge inveftigations

Thefe proofs are moft genuine, and authentic;
but for the law its internal evidence is fuflicient.
Read with attention the opinions of ancient fages,
examine the principles of Zoroafter, the conjetures
of Socrates, the ambiguous fentiments of Plato,
loft in the vaftnefs of his own conceptions, and
Ariftotle preferring the intelle®val to the moral
virtues, and extraét from all thefe a fyftem of mor-
als like that of the Decalogue. Reflet with at-
tention upon this ineftimable fummary of moral
wifdom. Tell me whatis fuperfluous, or what is
wanting ; and fhew me in all Heathen antig-
uity a monument of wifdom with which it can be
compared. Here you have concentrated in a fin-
gie point of view the whole law of nature ; and is
this no proof of its being revealed ¢ In whofe pof-
fefion was :t found ? Not among a people exalted
by knowledge or eminent for wifdom, but among a
people inured to flavery, and debafed by oppreffion,
2nd whofe mafters were totally unqualified to teach
them truths fo comprehenfive and fublime.

After the promulgation of the law various reve.
Jaticns were {till granted confiffing chiey of
threatnings, and encouragements. For obedience
the Jews were promifed profperity, but if difobe-
dient, they were to become a proverb, an aftonith-
ment and ‘a bye-ward among the nations, whither-
focver the Lord fhould lead them. This latter

»
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prophecy has been moft remarkably fulfilled on
this fingular nation, and is even now fulﬁlling.
Their deliverer Cyrus is named by one of their
prophets, an hundred years before he was born,
and the deftrution of Buabylon is foretold in
the heignt of her glory, and while fiie cruelly tri-
umphed over proftrate Jcrufalem. ‘lhe coming
of Chrift is mentioned feven Centuries before he ap-
peared,and his biith,death, and {ufferingsareall de-
fcribedasminutely as if they had a Iready happened.

Thefe arguments for the truth of divine revela-
tion drawn from prophecy are moft convincing ;
by it God appeals to himfelf, as the great difpen{-
er of all moral events. When predictions, there.
fore, long made are verified in the event, the ar-
gument is final, and of equal force to all men, and
to all ages.

By the language of the prophets we difcover
that the Jewifh {yftem was only a thadow of what
was to follow, a preparation for a much more per-
fe@, and gereral difpenfation, It was limited ip
its nature, and not formed for the reception of the
whole human race, it was intended for the root of
a tree whofe branches fhould cover the earth. It
was indeed a ftrong light, and its moral precepts
were given to be obeyed forever, but it was not
fufficient to produce worfhippers in {pirit and in
truth. This grand diftin&tion was referved for
the Chriflian religion, to which every thing efteem-
ed holy before its publication Belongs, and much
- ggever before known.
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1f the Jews, although the keepers of a law writ-
ten by wifdom itfelf, were unable to reach thofe
pure and fublime virtues which fprang from the
miffion of Chrift, how much lefs were other na-
tions qualified to offer up a fan&ified \x;zorfh\p ¢
Among them the law of nature was obliterated,
cr difregarded, it poffefied no authority or fance
tion. The mafs of the people had little more
knowledge of divine things, than the beafts that
perith. The learned were little bgtter, fo that,
confidering the ftate of the world, infiead of think-
ing a revelation unneceffary, we may fee that ta
grant it was highly becoming the goodnefs and
mercy of God. No perfon believing in a firft
caufe, can deny the poffibility of a revelation, if
it pleafe the Supreme Being. Now what could
make a revelation neceflary ? Surely man not be-
ing able to fulfill the end for which he was creat-
ed, was a fufficient caufe, and that their moral de-
bafement prevented this hiftory abundantly proves.
The people knew nothing of God or of the wor-
thip that was agreeable to his nature. They were
{unk in the grofleft fuperftition and idolatry, and
prone to the moft abaminable crimes. What they
called religion inftead of purifying them, made
them much more wicked by giving a fan&ion toe,
tranfereflion. The pcrfe&i'ons of God, and his
moral government were hid from them under 3
cloud of darknefs, which they were unable to
penetrate. They had no clear notions of the im-
mortality of the foul, or a fate of future retriby-
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tion. 1 fpeak not of the vulgar only, whofe cor.
ruption was horrible, but of their learned Philofo.
phers, and oracles of wifdom. In fuch a fituation
it was furely more charitable to fend a revelation
than to give exiftence, more worthy of the good-
pefs of God, and as eafy to believe in it as in our
creation.

The wife of antiquity knew their wants and
confefled them. Socrates defpairs of making nen
better, unlefs a teacher thould defcend from heav.
en. Alas! he was ignorant of divine things, he
had no fanction by which to enforce the practice
of thofe duties which he fo glorioufly difcharged.
His pupil Plato, beholding the diforder of this
prefent ftate, thinks nothing is done right but by
the particular interpofition of God. Modern phi.
lofophers are not {o ingenuous ; they fteal their
fublime notions of found morals, and divinity,
from thofe very fcriptures which they revile. Let
me however confefs with Chriitian candour, that
fuch are the aberrations of human reafon, thatl
think it probable fome lovers of truth may not be
convinced of the truth of the Chriftian religion,
but their number is very {mall. The_-y are com.
monly moderate in their pretenfions, and treat
that religion with refpe&, which they are not fo
happy as to beligve. Such men deferve our pity,
and our prayers, againft them 1 do not fpeak. The
greater number prejudge the fubject without ex-
amination ; they px tend that all the truths of the
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gofpel- were known before its promulgation, o
that men could have eafily difcovered them.

But if religion has not brought them to light,
how came we to be fo much more knowing than
the ancients ? The writings af Plato, of Ariftotle,
and Cicera, are chiefly worthy of confultation up-
on this fubject. They make fome mention of the
immortality of the foul, but how confufed ? They
reject the fuperfitians of the people, but they are in,
capable of forming a rational worthip. Their no.
tions of virtue are ambiguous, and frequently falfe ;
Ariftotle believed nat the firft principle of all religion
natural and revealed —Jtis true they fometimes de-
claim nobly on particular virtues, but by what obv
ligation do they urge their practice ? And what ena.
bles us to deteét the errors of men fo wife ? Certaine
ly, thelight of revelation. By minutely comparing
the manners of the ancients with the di&ates of
enlightened realon, I might have eafily fhown the
neceflity of a revelation fill more ftrongly. But
as thelives of men are no proper teft of the truth
or falthood of principles, of their ignorance oF
knowledge of what is right, I forbear,

The Jews, with infinitely better opportunities
than the Gentiles, became equally corrupted about
the time our Saviour appeared. The fublime prin.
ciples of the law were covered with innumerable
traditions, Ceremony was added to ceremony,
till all was thadow and no fubflance. It the ftate
of the world was fo deplorable, and if it be admit.
ted on all hands that God could have no other end
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it view in creating the world, but the diffulion of
happinefs, it may be allowed that this end had fail:
ed, for mankind were igncrant of the things moft
effential to their happines. How the world fell
into this lamentable fituation we are not now en-
quiring, but the fact being fo, we might ask our
opponents whether it was more confiftent with
- the nature of God to reftore his creation to its
firlt intention, or to let it remain as it was. If
this queftion be allowed to be jufty as I think it
thould, few will fupport the negative. We affert
then that the reinedy was adminiftered at the very
time, that thefc evils appeared at their height.
When the world was in the difinal fituation we
have been defcribing, there was born in Judea
a pocr man named Jefus, {fuppofed to be the fon
of a Carpenter, who, afiifted by twelve coms
panions without learning, without education, with.
out the countenance of the powerful, or the ap-
probation of the wife, taught a fyftem of Theolo-
gy the moft fublime, and of morals the moft per-
fed, and which was diffeminated with a moft af.
tonifhirg rapidity, through all the regions of the
Eaft, in dire& oppofiticn to the power, the inter-
efts, the pleafures, the ambition, the prejudices,
and the Philofophy of the world, in fpite of prin-
ces and priefts, the force of fuperfition, and the
fury of blind zeal :—A religion which admits no
falfe virtue, however univerfally admired, and o-
mits £o true ong, though defpifed by all the world.
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A religion which paysno refpeét to the prejudis
ces of men, throws out no vain allurements to
gain profelytes, and admits no criminal indul.
gence ; but fills us with love and gratitude to God,
excites our ardent imitation of the Divine perfec-
tions, makes us fenfible of our natural weaknefs;
and dependence, opens our hearts towards all
mankind, fills us with {fympathy and benevolence
towards them, raifes our thoughts above the friv-
olous joys of this life, and prefents us with the
moft glorious profpeéts beyond the grave. In ev-
ery other religion, the good of the prefent life
was the firft object; here it is but the fecond—
They took ecognizance of external acts only ; it
peneurates to the heart, it demands internal purity,
and benevolent difpofitions. It i5 a mirror made
by the finger of God refle@®ing in his true char-
alter every perfon who louks into it. But to be
more particular, lét us notice a few of thofe vir-
tues it recommends, and doétrines it teaches, which
were never beiore known. Humility, the root
of all the virtues, though defpifed by the world,
is here warmly recommended. It deftroys pres
fumption and vanity, pride and envying, ambi.
tion and rivalthip, and fubftitutes in their place,
meeknefs, refignation, patience under injuries
moderate withes and expe@ations. To revenge
injuries, had always been confidered to a certain
extent, meritorious. It was a mark of fpirit ; to
omit doing it was difgraceful, and while ancient
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moralifts allowed and praifed it under certain re.
Rtrictions, it is condemned ; by Chriftianity with
more than ordinary folemnity, forto forgive others
is made the exprefs condition of our own forgivenfs.
A third precept is charity, or univerfalbenevolence.
This is a conftellation of all the virtues, the teft of
the Chriftian’s obedience, his nobleft mark of dif-
tinction, a virtue fo rational and fublime, and emi-
nently ufeful, that the general practice of it would
banith mifery from the earth.

Moreover this religion inculcates feveral duties
unknown to other religions. One of which is re-
pentance, or a hatred of evil, with a firm refolu-
tion of being wicked no longer—a care to make
every pofliblerecompence for former tranfgreflions,
and to change our nature and difpefition to a con-
formity with the Gofpel. Love not the world
is another duty enjoined, the reafonablenefs of
which is eafily difcovered, for worldly things are
vain and infufficient for happinefs; not that we
fhould adopt a mifanthropic feclufion from fociety,
but fuch a difpofition of mind as prevents the world
from engrofling the firft place in our thoughts and
affetions. This duty is therefore confiftent with in-
duftry,and innocent purfuits. The doctrines of this
religion are equally new with its precepts ; the ref-
urrection of the dead, the immortality of the foul,
" the laft judgment,and the triumph of the righteous.
" The chara&er of the illuftrious founder of this

religion is no lefs wonderful than the religion ittcls;
D
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indecd his excellence has never been difputed.
How infinitely beyond that of any other teacher !
The mildnefs, the dignity, the fpotlefs fandtity of
his mianners, fo utterly inconfitent with every
idea of eathuftafin or impofture: the fublimity of
his dc&rines, the confummate wifdom, and perfect
purity of his moral precepts. What ardent love
without the {malleft tin®ure of fuperftition does
he expref, towards God ! His devotion s always
rational, his obedience cheerful and refigned. His
example gives the moit full and perfedt illuftration
of his precepts. His whole employment is to do
good : Heis gentle mild and condefcending. He
goes about healing difeafes, correcting errors, re-
lieving infirmities, removing prejudices, promot-
ing piety, juftice, charity, and peace. In return
for all this goodnefs; he is treated with contempt,
and neglect. He feel, the infults of his enemies,
but he never allows refentment to harbour in his
breaft, all is patience and refignation, he returns
=cod for evil, kindnefs for infult ; hated and re:
preached, he pities and bleffes all his enemies, pray-
ng for thofe that thirfled “or his blood. Even at
his laft moments, when fufiering the moft excruci-
iny torments vpon the crofy, heightened by the
{ava ;¢ reproach of the furrounding barbarians, he
teels orly compaflion for them, he cries to his
heavenly Father to have mercy upon them.

Jetus made his fufferings and death a part of his
sriginal plan, and effential to its fuccefs=—He fore-
faw an. declared their neceflity ; neither he nor his
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followers derived any temporal advantage, on the
contrary, they cxperienced the moft cruel treat.
ment. They fought not, like all other religions, to
unite human polity with divine—to blend their
religious with theiv civil power ; they defpifed,
hono_urs, riches and pleafures. ‘They courted pov-
erty, ignominy and death. What then could {up-
port them, if not a confcioufnels of the truth ? They
knew that in this world they fhould have tribu.
lation, be hated of all nations, and even put to
death ; nor had they reafon to exped any bleflings
in the world to come, it they were propagating a
lie by the falte pretences of divine afiiftance. Mor-
alifts univerfally conclude that it is impofiible for
men to a¢t without the appearance of fome good
to be procured by the action, for a love of life, and
a defire of felf prefervation,are implantedin our ra-
ture; confequently, we avoid mifery and torments ;
but Jefus, and his dif.iples could not thus abandon
all the bleflings and expectations of this, and of an.
other world, and willingly {ubjed themfelves to
all the mifery and torments poflible to be endured
in propagating opinions from which t}}cy could ex.
pect no profit or advantage, unlels they were be.
reft of common fenfe, had renounced the natural
inflin@s of mankind, and were in love with ruin
and deftruéion.

We Chriftians are often unjuftly accufed of cre-
dulity, but here we retort the chafg‘e, and declare,
that thofe who reject our holy religion, {upported
as it is by the teftimony of Jefus and his followerg
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miuft believe things the moft incredible, and repug-
nant to human nature. They mutft believe that
perfons of the moft blamelefs lives, and Virtuoug
converfation, fhould, againft the cleareft dictates ot
their confcience, ftand up in defence of a viilainous
impofture. That men, whofe difcourfes and ac-
tions evidently tended to the promotion of true
holinefs, thould in their hearts defy the Supreme
‘Beirg, and deteft all goodnefs—that men wha
taughtdoctrinesthe moftfublime,and who wereems.
inent for their wifdom, as appears by their precepts
and writings, fhould be infinitely more zealous in
maintaining and difperfling a lie, than men have
ever been in confirming the truth. Our oppo-
nents muft farther belizve, that a few feeble men,
without any vifible afliftance, changed the face of
the world; that their weaknefs overcame the
greateft firength ; that their fimplicity baffled the
fharpeft wit, the fubtleft policy, and the deepeft
learning; that a ruflic eloquence equally void of or-
rament, of erudition, or of ftrength—forced men,
contrary tothe truth, thoughfupportedby the moft
brilliant eloquence, to believe a ftory unpleafant
and difrraceful ; and that all this was done by
men united by frand, without intereft, virtue
or truth. Laily, they muft believe that after
the death of Jefus, his difciples without and vifi-
ble advantage or future hopes, fupported his doc-
trine, patiently endured all that is diftafteful to
human nature, and facrificed their fortunes, their
reputation, and every thing that was dear to them,
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to the ghoft of a falfe prophet, and condemned
malefactor. If the enemies of the gofpel can di.
geR all this, why doth philofophy inform us that
felf prefervation, and the love of life, are laws of
our nature, and that 1t is not poffible for any man
deliberatelytochoofe tobe miferable, or refufe to be
happy, or not to defire to be {. Thefe philofophcal
principles muft be given up, or they muft believe.*

The hiftory of the chriftian religion isits ftrong-
eft proof. It thews it to be the perfedtion of nate
ural religion, as natural religion is the perfection
of reafon. Littleare they acquainted with it who
imagine that it contrads our views, while philofa-
pby extends them. The very contrary is the
truth, it gives a boundlefs range to all the faculties
of the foul, while Philofophy limits them extreme-
ly. To the mere Philofopher, the world is e ery
thing ; to the Chriftian nothing ; the former re.
gards as his happinefs, his end ; the latter, an at-
tom, a fhadow w hich pafleth away. Religionisa
golden chain, the fiift link of which is the Supren e
Being, and which reacheth to eternity. Without
its illuminating ray this world is ariddle, an inex-
plicable chaos, which bewilders us the more, the
deeper we enquire.

"The very objec of this religion is new, it is not
confined to the prefewt life, it poin°s to a future
ftate of exiftence, as the goal to which we fhould
dire& our fteps. Thisis ' he crown for which we
are to contend—the cement that unites all our

* See Wby,
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adtions clofely together, prevents any thing from
being foreign or indifferent ; takes cognizance of
the fmalleft as well as the greateft actions of our
lives ; and comprehends every thought, word and
attion. How glorious the object fet before us—
Take away a future ftate, and our lives are broken
and unconne&ed, variable and uncertain. This
explains and completes them., They no longer ap-
pear infulated occurrences, a few brilliant tranfac-
tions, by which we particularize certain days and
years, while all our other adtions are configned to
oblivion. All mankind are moving forward, wil-
ling, 3nd unwiiling ; fome groping their way in
the dark, others meafuing their fteps in the twi-
light ; but the fincere Chriftian walks with a firm
pace in the light of the Sun. How fublime to
know, and by this religion only is it known, that
tean fhall never die, that more than 8oo millions
of mortals are daily prefling forward to the tribu-
nal of Chrift, the wicked with tottering fteps,
through the mift of vice ; the heathen by the faint
glimmerings of the law of nature ; while the Chrif-
tian alveady fecs kis judz:, and patiently waits
his turn to be called. :

Already have we challenged any fyftem of mor-
als among the ancients equal to the Decalogue ;
how much njore may this challenge be repeated
when fpeaking of Chrift’s ferman on the mount,
and his comprehenfive, and fublime, yet concife
prayer to his Father. But what part of the Gof-
Pel contains not fuperior excellences, more origin-
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ality, and greatér fimplicity, than the books of the
fages of former times. Let me requeft you to per-
ufe with attention thofe ineftimable books that
contain our religion : in them you wili find no
appearance of artifice or of party fpirit ; noat-
tempts to exaggerate on the one hand, or depre-
ciate on the other ; no objetions anticipated. The
writers honeftly record their own miftakes, as well
as the other particulars, of their ftery. But a fingle
perufal wili fhew their excellence much better than
any thing I can fay in their favor.

Be not fatisfied with this faint and imperfeét
sketch of this rational and fublime religicr, which
addrefles itfelf to all orders of men, and maukes the
peafant better acquainted with the nature of the
Supreme Being, and the relation we bear towards
him than the moft renowned worthies of ancient
time ; a religionfrequently neglected by the proud,
becaufe preached to the poor, and hated by men
who would have been its moft paflionate admirs
ers, had it been wrapped up in 2 {yftem, and folics
ited the attention of the learned alore. What is
bne of its greateft perfections they dillike ; but it
is no refpeter of perfons, it enlightens the low as
well as the high; breaks down the barrier be-
tween the philofopher znd the peafant, and tells
them both what they ought to do. It tells us to
love, to worfhip, and obey God, and to be infpir-
ed with the noble emulation of imitating his di-
vine perfe&ions,fubmittingourfelves with patience,
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cheerfullnefs, and refignation, to the vicifitudes of
the prefent life. With the love of God it defires u
join the love of man, that univerfal charity,; which
is the foundation ot all the comforts of focial life
the bond of connexion between earth, and heaver. .,
This angelic difpofition foftens our paflions, ap:
peafes our refentments, extends our beneficence to
the miferies of inankind-——it tells us we are alf
brethren, all children of the fame father, and urges
us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, be a Fath.-
er to the Fatheilefs, a hufband to the widow, the
orphan’s ftiy, and the ftranger’s fhield ; that it is
our glory to be clothed with gentlenefs, humility,
brotherly kindnefs, moderation, and equity, It
tells us to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the world;
excites our warmeft gratitude to God for his un.
{peakable kindnefs ; exalts us to the confideration
of everlafting juftice, and moral excellence, to an
heavenly conneétion with the fpiritual world. Is
not this a religion worthy of our Saviour to pro-
mulgate, and of rational beings to embrace ? Be.
ings fitted by their nature to attain a perfeition at
preient inconceivable—who are called on here to
prepare for happinefs in another ftate exceeding
their limited conceptions, always increafing
through the immenfity of ages ; to them indeed

having a beginning, but which fhall never have
an end.
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