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A D V E R TIS E MEN T. 

IN order to lIillke the expense of printing as cheap 

as posssible, I have omitted to put down chapter and 

verse, wheil I ha':~ used the words of scripture. And 

I ~=r;y::; ~ho omitted the name,s of those authors, to 

v,:horll I am indebted for various observations. 

IF what is said is truth ;-that is all any p:erson can 

want. If it is 110t truth, it ought not to be received, 

although it were recommended by an author of the 

first cLHr.:~er. 



To THE HONEST READER. 

THAT the reader of the following Dissertat ions may 
not mistake my meaning, I shall define some of the 
expressions which I have to make use of in this treatise. 

By the episcopacy, I mean, the government of 
the church by bishops, as established by the apostles. 

By the w(l~d presbytery, I mean. a nllmber of' pres­
byters embollied under an apostle, or bishop, without 
whom they cannot act as a body. 

By the word bishop, I mean, an officer in the church, 
iluperior to a presbyter, ~l1d that he is of the same of­
fice which the apostles sustained. 

By the word presbyter, I mean, an officer of the se­
cond order of the clergy. 

By the word deacon, I mean, an officer of the third 
order of the clergy. 

By the word ordination, I mean, the solemn setting 
men apart for the service of God in his church; and 
giving them a conI mission for the office they bear, ac­
cording to the laws of Christ. 

The subjects will all be thrown into distinct sections, 
that the reader may form a judgment lIpon one point 
at a time; which is the best way to find out the truth. 

AN INTRODUCTION. 

Section I. Giving the true sense qf several places qj 
scripture. 

Sect. II. An inquiry what the commission was which 
Cln'ist gave to the apostles. • 

Sect. III. An inquiry how the apostles exercised the 
commission given to them by Christ, in which, a direct 
proQf qf' episcopacy 'Will be exhibited jrom plain 
matter s of jact, recorded in scripture. 
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Sect. IV. Shewing that the apostl)lic qjJice is to continu~ 
to the end qf lime :-_4nd that the office qf the apos­
tles was distinctjro1l2 the evidence 'li.1hich was given to 
the 'Ii.'orld, that they Wel"e the chiif ministers qf and in 
the go.~]Jel kingdom. 

Sect. V. That the religion which camefrom heaven is 
divine-that th::: ordinances qf this religion are divine; 
alld the qifiars who are to adminis~er tllese ordinances, 
do it by a divint' commission. 

Sect. VI. That the dijJerent opinions if mankind about 
. religion, cannot alter the nature qf true religion. 

Sect VII Peoples' notions that they can serve God as 
'Ii.'ell, Lcit/lOut public worship, without the ordinances, 
and without a minister, as 'IX ith them; considered and 
refilled. 

Sect. V III. A fiw obserontions upfm the ne'a.' di'l)ini~lj, as 
it is called, ~1j 'Ii.'hich children (Ire prevented entering 
into CO'l.'enant u.'illt Cit, ist, because their parents are 
not so gpod as they should be. 

Sect. IX. Slte'li.'ing ~('Izat self-righteousness is, and what 
is inherent holiness. 

Sect. X. In 'Ii.,hich will be laid before the reader, a 
, pl(lin account qfjustification according to the tenor cif 

scripture. 

Sect. XI. In which 'Ii.'ill be given a short account qfthe 
excellenc"z; qf the common pra,z;er. 

~ec~. XII. AJ] exh~r~ation to engage J?eople ilz the prac~ 
itee qf every elmsttan duty. ' 

INTRODUCTION, 



INTRODUCTION. 

"THE most important qllestion that can emp10y tht}: 
mind of man, is this, Whether there i:-;, etLTNIlI/!('j)­

piness to be oJtaineri, and clt:rllalmiselY to /Ie fl'('oidt:dj' 
This naturally leads the 111an to inquire, whether there 
is any direction giver. hOl}} heaven COnCertlill,_: 1 t'ligion? 
'Vhen mankind are in doubt concerning this pomt, 
they ba\'e no ruling principle of action. But wilen they 
take a \-iew of what our blessed Saviour hath done; 
they see that he hatb brought lite alJd immolt;'I'~y to 
light through the gospel. In this, our .. ul"Jable He­
deemer, l1ath opened to IIlan the great futl;J l' selene of 
things, which will be \"ariolls in proportion to his be. 
haviour in tillS lite: by which, Chn~t hath given force 
to his laws, which wefe never felt beI()re. 

In this view I.;f the subject, mankind mllst see the 
advantages reiigion proposes ;-The pardon of:l>l ed­
their duty explained-the important doctrille taught­
the sections of virtue enlarged, and ascertained-a 
perfect example exhibited-and the terms ot ~:c(,l'pt­
anee before God, alLlpted to the present CirCUlll::itan­
ces of human nature. 

These things lead mankind L~ look back to the crea­
tion, and forward to the consummation of redemption. 

,In this \-iew, he sees, that God hath had a chtllch in 
the world ever since the covenant of glac~ was m«de 
with Adam, though at different times, under diflercut 
aclministratit>l1s. In this kingdom of God, there al,\ ays 
has been an order of men appointed by heav('il, to be 
governors and rulers, who had the sale right of aUlllin­
istering in sacred things, 

Vie need not inqu:r<: now, who these were in the 
patriarchal state, or under the levitical di "il(,l1c;.~iOl~ ; 

Rut it nearly concerns us to know, who are the lawful 
Plinisters in Cl1rist's kingdom. This 1 hope, faidy to 
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,decide, from scripture and.freason. Before I enter upon 
this, it may not be amiss, to observe a few-things, that 
may cast SOlfle light upon the subject; and also to give 
the tn'e'sense of some places of scripture, which have 
been strangely interpreted to raise .objection against 
the episcopal government of the chun;:h. 

This will be attempted, in the first section. 



Dissertations on various Subjects~ 

SECTION 1. 

Giving the true sense qf several places rif scripture. 

AS the scripture is the rule by which we are to be 
judged, it certainly is the rule by which we are to 
regulate our conduct: therefore it is of the utmost 
importance, that we have a true knowledge of what is 
revealed from heaven. 

The doubts and difficulties with which meli are fre. 
quently embarrassed in their spiritual researches, do, 
in a great meaSllle proceed from that general deviation 
from the primitive simpliCIty of gospel truths, and gos~ 
pel language, which so sadly prevails among ~he variQ 
ous denominations of Christians: in consec;uence of 
which, a multitude of useless, and Ill1scriptu~.11 distinc­
tions have been introduced into what are callet.:) systems 
of'divinity, which serve only to pt'rplex and co~f()l1:ld 
the minds of' n,nxious and well di:,;posed inquirers. Of 
this sort, are the sentiments of those who pretend th3t 
ordination was performed, in the time of the apostles, 
by presbyters only. Let us inquire whether this, 
claim can be supported, by anyone instance in the 
New-Testament. 

We are referred to the 13th cll of the Acts, to prove 
a presbyterian ordination. It is saiJ that the prophets 
and teachers there mentioned, were presbyters; and 
ordained St. Paul and Barnabas. Pro, ided this was 

" an ordination; then pcc,byters undertook to ordain 
those that 'Nere apostles before. A notion too absurd 
to be advanced by .. my gentleman who has the least re­
gard for his own character! Whatever is meant by 
this designation, it was not an ordination, to gire St. 
Paul the apostolic office. 
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St. Paul in declaring hov., he received his authority 
~s ali apostle, says, l)aul an 'apostle, not Qf me1Z, neithe'i 
by man, but hy Jesus 'Christ, and God tlte Father. Gal. 
1. 1. Here he asserts a'i plain as words can expre~s 
it, that be did not rt:,ceive his authority by ordination; 
tor if he did, it must have been conveyed by man. 
He hath told us, that. Christ gave him his commission 
in these words, For I have' appeared unto thee,jiJr this' 
~)Urpose, ~o make thee a minis~er and a "Witl~ess, di1i'l!er­
ulg' theejrom tile people, andjrom the Gentdes, to wltom 
I NOW sc·nd thee. Acts 26. 10. 
" The next place brought for the support of the preg.. 
byterian. ordination, is, that Timothy 'was ordained by 
prophecy, 'li:ith the layinfl on if tile hands Qf the pres. 
b:ytery. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 

To make this text say any thing in favour of the 
point, for which, it is adduced, there ought to be dear 
evidcllce, that those who ordained Timothy, were all 
mere presbyters: and that no apostle had any hand in 
the business. Can this be made to appear? No! ~(j 
far from any thing of this nature, ih~t we know, that 
5t. Paul ordained him. 

Suppose those who assisted St. Paul were all apostles, 
or all presbyters, it makes no alteration in the case; 
for St. Paul was the ordainer. He who gives the words 
of commission is the ordainer. And let who will assist, 
they only give their assent, but do not give any author­
ity to the person ordained; because there can be no 
authority given, without words, to specify what the au­
thority is, annexed to the oiTIce. for which the Ferson 
is ordained. 'if; St. Paul desin;~ '1'imotlty, to stir up tTi.e 
gilt 0/ God that is in thee, by the la:ying Oil of my hand~. 
q 'l~~' , I" I"' "d I"," 1 .'~ n 1 H I ,. !In. ~. U. t l~ S:~H , t us \\ as L1e gllt or 11e 0 y 
Ghm,t. I Jo not deny it. }-'vl' it was"pecessary he 

';\, III ll1~lly pbces of scr";),ui"e, preaching is called pl'ophecying. 
and tk're IS 11\) doubt, that the word prophecy in this place, means 
til~ WOrd8 that 'It. Paul usediD ordaining Timothv. To convey the 
hue ~enGe, .of tilis plnce, it Il:,ly be re~d thus. ·NC."c,ic':i not the gift 
Iilat zs 1:1 ili.Ct', tvhzch 'tVa.! gl'L:en thee, b~- the '.vold" t::.:tG2 use of in· 
thy ordlila~lOn, tv,,;, tlte lajJing on vI the lii/Il'!. qf the Jfesbyter!J. 



should have the spirit given to him, in his commission~ 
as he was an officer in a spiritual kingdom. 

If Timothy was ordainell by plOsbyters, tbm pres .. 
byters undertook to ordain an apostle; for he 1:£1.<1 tbe 
same power, (as I shall shew hereafter) with which the 
apostles were endowed. 

Some people are in great trduble, fearing that Epa .. 
pbruditus will be found to be an apostle. I hope all 
those who take St, Jerome's authority to be deci))ive,; 
will allow that he is on our side of the question, when 
they read what he hath said upon the 11 chap. 25 v. of 
the epis. to the Phillipians. "That Epaphrodit~s is 
" called an apostle because he had also received the 
"office of an apostle among them/' 

"Theodoret expounds the same place thus: St. Paul 
"called Epaphroditus an apostle, hecause to him the 
" charge of Phillippi was committed: wherefore it is 
"manifest, that those which in the beginning of' the 
" epistle were called bishops, were under him, having 
" the place of presbyters.""" 

The reader is desired to take notice, 6at there were 
three distinct offices in the church at first, apostles, 
presbyters and deacons. 

'If Euscbius, chron. Hieron. <. Th()ge vel'}' persOlU were c2Jled 
<, apeetl€S; whom, by US<lge of speech, the church 1I0W calls bisho 
"ops.:' T1reodol'et a~sertg. the same. 

" An<:iently dle same p~rsons were styled bishops and presbyters. 
H the name of apostles being then given to them who are now calle 
" ed bishops ~ but in process of time, they gave the neLme of bishop 
'''peculiarly to them who anciently were ealled apostles," Theod. 
llpon I Timothy ~. ~. .., 

Blondelly apologmpro sententla Iheronyml page 50, "hath de~ 
j, dared, that all the ancients constantly assert, \::1at James, our' 
~,' Lord's' 1)I'other, was or{lained bishop of the church Pot Jerusalem 
i, by tile 2l:postles." . 
. If what this gentleman hath asserted be trne, the very man, who 

in scripture is styled an apostle, is by the ancients ca!led a bishop, a 
plain pl'oof, that tllO'le who had the apostrilic power, ',;'e1'81 in aftet 
3gBS, called bishops. 

B 
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SECTION II. 

An inq iliry what t7w comrllission was, which Christ gave 
to the Apostles. 

THE design of religion is to fit and prepare man· 
kind to enjoy the regions of eternal bliss.-For this 
end Chris~ came into the world, that he might re­
deem us, and teach us the way to be happy in the next 
life, for this end he instituted a church, and appointed 
officers in it to officiate in his name, by the authority 
he O'ave in these words} As my Father hath sent me, even 
so J send you. And "wizen lle had said tit is, he breath­
ed on tltem, and saitTt unto them, Receive ye tlte' Holy 
Ghost; "dwsesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are re­
tained. John xx. 21, 22, QS. 

The pow~r that was given to Christ by his Father, 
was communicated to his human nature: for no addi. 
tion of power could be given to the divine nature. 

Therefore, the power he received fI'om his Father, 
was sllch, as might be communicated to ~he human na­
ture of those he sent. Christ declares he gave the same 
power to the apostles, which his Father had given to 
him. So .their administrations must be considered as 
done by theauthoritythey received in their commission. 

They were called apostles before this commission 
was given; but they were not invested with authoritvas 
chief ministers in the kingdom of Christ, till he gave 
them. this comn:ission. After ~hey received it, theY' 
were Ilwestecl WIth all the authOrIty that was necessary 
for the govt;unue.11t of the church, and to constitute all 
the CtiiC!lS in it, e~'en sllch as they themselves' were. 
Thus you see, what the authority of the apostles was. 
f~!l(~ it i" a m~tter of very great importance to every 
Uli":.:iU.'ll, to lqlOw by :,vhose authority it is, that their 
mml:-;kL:; teach, and With what a sanction they admin-
i~tt'r the hOlY sacraments of the gospel. • 

In the cOllJmission which Christ gave to the apostles, 
th<:y received power to ordain snch olficers in the 
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church, as the gospel constitution pointed out for her· 
and consequently stICh officers as they were themselves ~ 
they received p~)\yer to govern the olergy and the 
-chlirch-to admmlster the seals of the covenant-to 
teach and instruct those that enter into the church of 
Christ, what power he had given them; and he ac­
quainted them that the exercise of this power, was not 
to be confined to the Jew~ only, but tQ be extended to 
all nations. ' 

The ap@stles, and all others of the Same office to the 
end of the world, were to be regulated in the exercise 
of this po .... ver, by the laws which Christ gave to his 
church. 

It is said, the apostles governed the clergy and the 
church by divine inspiration. It is true: and we have 
the very same inspiration, to dirEct those of the same 
office, with the apostles, how to govern the church 
now: for the apostles committed to writing all the 
laws of' Christ respecting this point, and they have 
been safely handed down to llS. 

The apostles themselves neither ordained officers­
nor goverr.ed the clergy nor the church-nor did any 
thing as offic~rs in the gospel kingdortJ, but only what 
Christ in his life, and before his ascension, had taught 
them concerning the constitution of the church. For 
we have no account that the Holy Ghost was to inform 
them, aqy thing, but what Christ had taught them be~ 
fore., The Holy Ghost shall bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever' I said unto you. 
, . It is very clear and evident, that there is no charge, 
Q-r direction in scripture, giv~n tp mere presbyters, con­
cerning ordiniltion: And it is ;:tS clear that the apostles 
pid constitute &n officer to whom they gave particular 
4irectiQn_conchning ordination~ It is evident there. 
fore, that they gave a power to some ministers to or· 
dain, ~nd yet did not give it to all they ordained; for 
the former had orders to ol'dain, where there was a 
llUmber of presbyters in the sam'e church • 

. As to the doctrin~s, the apostles were to preach, 
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theM are a11 to be 1'eg111ate,d by t~e 1-aWs of Christ. AtJ4 
Chris', declares, that he himself~ (that is hls human n~ 
ture) was limited, as to what he should saY': f{)f'he:af. 
:,firrns, llrave not spoken -(')1' myself, but the Father tl!ho 
sent me ·he ga'V(' me c(')m'IJZandment what I should say, 
and wha't I ."hould speaifc. As to points of faith, they 
are all fixed; we are to hold fa~t? the foJ'1'fl of sound 
words, and notdepaii: (t.om ike faith once delivered to 
tbe saints. . 

This ieads me to take a view of another branch of 
authority given to the tIl-postles ; which consisted in cor~ 
tecting' the obstinate, by inflicting censure; ·and re· 
leasing and absolying the penitent. This authority i~ 
contained in these words, Whosesoever sins ye remit, 
they are 1'emitted unto them: and'WJwsesoelper sins ye 
retain, they are ~tained. What ye bind on earth, shalt 
b . b,mnd ill heaven; aud what ye loose on earth, sllall 
be loostd ill itea't}e1Z. . ~ 

Some peopl~ are offendeq. at these ex:pressions, as the 
Scribes were when our Saviour said unto the sick of 
the palsy, Thy sins beJorgiven thee . .our Saviour says~ 
this was done, fo let ,them knoZt', that the SON OF MAN 

Iwtirpo'IJ.'er on earth toJor{!,ive sins. The same power 
that Christ received from his Father, he gave to the a· 
posties. Ancl they are hoth to be Tegulated by the 
~~me rule. . 
. It people undel'stand, that this authorrty of Te~it. 

tmg ami ret,:,inrng sins. is no more than inflicting <:en­
sure UP?ll theowtin~te, and absolving andrelea:.fl 
tIle. pellltent ;. they woul? see plain]y~ that such a powt' 
erts necessanly lodged 10 the hands of the apostles. 

The instance of this pOWj;r,1S of equal use with any 
of the fornler; ror every society under heav'en, must 
have a pov,ler lodge,i in it, for'the protection and sa.. 
curity of it. 

£\:eJ'y society must have authorityte enc(}oragethose 
that do 'tu:lI, to check and punish those that do ill. 
They must have a power to callrnen to an account for 
such offences, as are Imrtful to -the community: andal .. 



so, rto determine wh-at offences lessen 01' forf~it. all pre,., 
~ensions to:the priVileges of the society. 

There.never was a com!Jlunity, where som~ did not 
peed encourag ~ment, and others reproof and correc;. 
tion~ 4nd this will happen, as well in church as state, 

Nor i!'l it less essential to any society, that its officers, 
and administrations shoul~i notbeleftopenandcommon; 
but ther~ must be $ome to administer who are solemnly 
set apart for that very purpose. Wit110ut this there calf, 
be nothing bllt COli fusion either in church or state. 

It shoLlld always be remembered in this affair, t1wJ 
the authority intrm;ted by Christ wah the apostles, and 
handed down to posterity, is of a spiritual nature.­
This is implied in the conveyance of it; Receive ye tlte 
Holy Gltost; to·govern my kingdom, tor my kmgdom 
is not 'If this world. It is a spiritual kingdom. 

To shew that his kingdom was by no means of this 
wor1d. he has ordered the whole frame of it so, that the 
lcingdoms of this world have nothing to fear ii'om it; 
but much to hope. For at the same time that the good 
christian is rendering all honour-glory-and domin. 
to the Great Head of the Church, he knows that he must 
render unto Ca:sar, the t/zings that are Ctesar$s. 

Again, by ChI ist's sending of the .apo.stles, as his Fa­
ther sent him, we arc to understand, That GOD will 
own and bless their labours, and ratify what they aD, 
according to the tenor of the gospel, by the authority 
they received from Christ~ When the sacraments are 
administered by the authority Christ gave, we are to­
view them as communicating and conveying the same 
grace, as they would, if Christ was here and adminis~ 
ten~d .thelTI himself. 

The ordinances of the gospel can lose none of their 
efficacy by length of time: and as Christ is not here tp 
administer them himselt~ they must be as effectual t 

they mustbeas efficaciolls, when administered by those, 
whom he hath sent, as if done by himself. Perhaps, 
many neglect the sacraments, for want of being fully 
convinced :.of, ttletre truths. Ministers are to perform 
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their sacred offices, in the nanle, and by the authority 
Christ hath given them; not by thei:r own autho-rity. 

It is milch to be lamented, that christianity is scarce­
ly allowed by some, to be a divine institu~ion. Its Of. 

dinances are viewed by mallY, as only pobtleal: and the 
ministers of Christ, as officers appointed and empowered 
by the people., Men who have no pretensions to a di­
vine commission, think they may, and actually do un­
dertake, to regulate thejiJith qfthe gospel; andfoshion 
and frame the church Qj Christ as they please. May 
they yet see the truth. Christianity, that is true, gfm­
uine christianity, is all divine. The ordinances of the 
gospel are divine; the authority by which the ordinances 
~rc admjnistered, is divine. If this is not the case, the 
religion of Jesus Christ, is all a delusion at the best. 

All the authority the apostles received from Christ, 
:is to be regulated by the tenor of the gospel. Their 
remitting and retaining sins, was to be ratified in heaven, 
provided it was done according to the spirit oftha~ law, 
given by Christ, for the regulation of his church; and 
ill no other sense. 

It is certainly the wisest and safest way to treat the au~ 
thority Christ gave to the apostles, witlt fespt:ct, rather 
than contempt. What is done by his autbority he will 
most assuredly own, as done by himself, and we sh!illl 
find it ratified in the court of heaven. He that despiseth 
his ambassadors, will be viewed as despising him; and he 
that dcspiscth him, as despising him that sent him. 

Again: Let it be obsen-cd, that as Christ gave this 
power of ordination to none besides_ the apostles, with 
a direction to them to convey it to others; it is plain, 
none can receive this power, but from those that have 
it themselves. 'I hat the apostles had such a power, as 
before described, cannot be denied. Was not tile 
church convillced hom the clearest evidence, that the 
nposties had SL1ch a commission; and is'there not in .. -
contestible evidence upon record handed down to this 
day, that this)s a divine commission; and that the 
very sa;ne office in the church of Christ is :to.continue 
to the el1l1 of time? 
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SECTION III. 

An Inquiry, how tlte apostle~ e(1'}ercised the commission 
given to tltem by Christ: in which, a direct prorj' rif 
episcopacy wilt be exhibited, from plain matters of 

jact recorded in scripture. 

IN the preceding section, I have shewed, that 
Christ gave the very same commission to the apostles, 
which he had received from his Father. I shall jn this 
section, bring into view the conduct of the apostles, in 
the use of the power, they received from Christ. What 
the apostles were empowered to do, we must judge 
from what they have in fact done. 

The first thing the apostles did, after our Saviour's 
ascension, in the exercise of the apostolic office, was to 
empower St. Matthias as an apostle, to supply the 
place of Judas. }'rom that time, he was allowed to 
be an apost1~, enuowed with the very same power~ 
which the eleven apostles had. This is an eminent in­
stance, in which the apostolic power was conferred 
upon one, that was constituted an "postle, by the au­
thority Christ gave to the eleven apostles. Which 
thing, the apostles wonld not have done, provided 
their commission could not be transferred to another. 
Another instaucewe have ofthesame kind in St.James. 
our Lord's brother, whom the apostles constitued an 
apostle, and placed him over the church of Jerusalem. 
It was very eviuent he was not one of the eleven apos­
tles. For James the brother of John was killed with 
the sword; and James the son of Alpheus was not allY 
relation to our blessed Saviour. But there is mention 
made of James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas, 
who are said to be our Lord's b!'ethren. And there 
can be no doubt, that i:his is th~ James orriail)ed by 
the apostles, and was placed as an apostle over the. 
church of Jerusalem. The very man, St. Paul men­
tiens when he says, I saw none of the apostles, sar.:(: 
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James our Lord's brother. This is another instance 
of conferring the apostolic power. 

It must be allowed by all, that St. Paul was an apos­
tle, appointed with the same power to be exerclsecl 
among the gentile christians, as St. James had, among 
the Jewish converts. Let us then inquire, in what 
manner St. Paul exercised the commission given to him 
by Christ: In which, a direct proof of episcopacy 
will be exhibited hom plain matters of fact recorded 
in scripture. 

This 1; shall do, by making inquiry, whether St. 
Paul has ROt given to Timothy a much more exten .. 
sive charge, or commission, to be exercised by him, at 
Ephesus, than he gave to all the elders, or presbyters, 
of the same church ?-And to make this plain, J will 
lay before you, the charg'~, that St. Paul gave to those 
elders in common with Timothy. 

It is certain, that St. Paul, sent ftom Miletus to 
Ephesus, and called the elders qf the church: And when 
they came, he gave them this charge, Take heed there-
jore unto yourselves, and all the jiock, over tlte 7.ohic/z the 
Holy Ghost hath made YOll overseers, to fled the church. 
f!f God, 7J.)hich he hath purchased with his own blood, 
This is all, and the whole charge given to all the el~ 
del'S of Ephesus. The same charge St. Paul gave to 
Tirriothy, Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy doc:. 
trine: continue in them,. fin' in doing this, thou sha/~ 
bot/i save thyself, and them that hear thee. 

Thus far the charge giycn to Timothy and the e14 
ders, is exactly the same: And provided Timothy.had 
no farther charges given to him, we might be apt to, 
imagine,. he ,vas not superior in office to the presbyters: 
of that Chl1rch,-But, I will 

Un~lertake to point o~t se\'eral pa:-ticn]ars of very 
great Impo~"ta.nce, tklt St. Paul g:wc III ch3rge to TI .. 
mothy, whIch he dId not so mnch as mention to alI­
the elders, or presbyters of the same church, 

H.e did ::ot mentH~n t~ those presbyters, what qua1i~ 
ficatlOl1'> Y~8~'C l'c<]Il I ':o!r l" tor t1)-:,' JY"1'''~.m·3 that ,,,ere to lw 
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ordained. But he informs Timothy very particularly 
concerning' ~he qualifications of those, he was empow­
ered to otdam, both for presbyters and deacons. It 
seems ",'ery strange, that St. Paul should send for the 
elders .of . Ephesus to come to him, to receive his last 
charge S and if they were empowered to ordain, that he 
s1'(ould say nothing to them, concerning that matter, 
"hen he expected never to see them again in this world~ 

Again: He charges Ti1uothy to lay hands suddenly 
on no 1lYln, to ordain him. But he does not acquaint 
the elders of that church, that they were to lay hands 
on any man to ordain him. 

Again: He charges Timothy. not to 'receive an ac­
cusation against an elder, or pres~yter, but bifure two 
or three witnesses. But he does not order the elders 
of the same church, to receive any accusation against 
their brethren. . 

When St~ Paul had given the direction to Timothy, 
how he should receive the accusa~ionagainst an elder, 
he next proceeds to give him orders how he should 
>execute the sentence; them (meaning the elders) that 
sin, rebuke bifore all, that others also mayftar. But he 
gave no direction that looks like this, to aU the elders. 
Indeed, it would have been inconsistent to have done 
so; for nothing can be plainer, than that the sole go. 
vernment of these elder!!~ and the whole church, was 
committed to Timothy. . 

The fact will apEear plain, from what St. Paul said 
to the ~lqers at Mlletus. He told· them, that some of 
themselves slwuld.arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
aWay disciples aft~ them. "Now, if they were to go­
vern both themselves, and their people, then was the 
pro'per time fQr St. Paul to. have t?ld theIll, that t~ey 
were to, receive the accusatIOn agamst those off~l<ldmg 
elders :..:..;And then that sin, that they should rebuke 
before aU. But St. Paul is so far from doing any thing 
of this nature, that he does not say any thiug that has 
the least app~ ata,nc;e of giving sllch a ch;uge. 

C 



IS 

St. Paul gives to Timothy ,one solemn charge rpore~ 
that is very remarkable" I give thee charge in the sight 
if God, 'It'JW quiclceneth all things, and bifore Jesus 
Ch1"ist, who bf[fore Paintufj Pilate, '{1Jitnessed a gpod con-

flssion, that tlzOlt keep this command11fent~~itllOut sP.ot. 
zenrebukable, until the appearingQj qur Lord JesusChrzst. 
, Timothy was not' }ike to live till Christ come to 

jlldgment :-Therefore the charge here'given by the 
apostle, was nqt merely to the person of Timothy, but 
to his office. This is of the like nature, with that pro­
mise to the apostles, tha,t Christ 'would be with them to 
ttze end Ql the 'tt'orld. ' . 

From hence we,may see, that those officers of Christ, 
whoh-a.d power to constitute other officers in the churcll, 
had charges g~ven to them, that were not merely per­
s'onal; but stIch as had relation to the office they sus~ 
taineq~ But the charge to the elders or presbyters was 
always personal: . Such as was to continue during theif 
lives :-Bnt as they h~~ not power to constitute others 
'in their room, so t11ere is no charge given to t1~el1l, to 
keep what 'tt'as rommitted to them, till the corning qfChrist; 
or to commit 'rf,hat they had recei'l'ed to flitlgul men. ' 

Could those who 0PP!Js~ the 'govern~nem of the 
church by bishops, find. as mucl~ said, qnd given in so~ 
lemn charge to aU the elders of Ephe~ps, as was plainly 
given to Timothy only; it would be, in, the opinion 
of all judicious !pen, a better proof of their authority 
to Qrdo-in, than all that hath been hitherto advanced 
lIpan the sllbje~t. " " ' , 

You may see evidently from wh~t hatp been said
f 

that Timothy is charged with the gov~rnment' of the 
elders, anJ of the church at Ephesus. , '_ 

St. Paul gives him excellent rules to be observed, 
both in choosing' men to be ordained, and governing 
them after they were ordained. ' ' 

There is no doubt but that there were elders in this 
church, before Timothy had the care oyer it. If the 
presbyters had pow~r to o:da~n, and· go 'Vern, what neea 
:was there, for semlmg Tlmothy?-Or why shouldH~ 
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only be directed in this weighty aft'ai.' ?-Wonld it not 
be more !il~el~ tha~ a number of presbyters should be 
charged nrthts pbInt, than one man, who is pretended 
to be only equal in office with them, should have the 
sale care of this most ilnpottant business ?-Those el .. 
der~ had a charge given ~o theln; that was proper to 
theIr office; but not havmg power to ordain or O'o'Vern 
the direction gi,'7en to them, Was only to take bcare ot" 
their own conduct, and to teach or jeed the people. 
over whom they are placed, for that very purpose,­
There is no mention made that they were to receive 
an accusation against any one ~ but there is an absolute 
rule given to Timothy how he is to receive an accusa~ 
tion against those very presbyters, if they qjJend: And 
he is ordered to pronounce sentence against them, that 
others may jear. I cannot see what they had tojear 
from him, unless he had that authority for which I 
'Contend. 

It is very strallge that when Timothy had so many 
fuore~ and those more important charges, given to him;, 
th~n all the elders of the same church had; that any, 
,vho have the Bible in their hanas; should ever doubt 
of his being superior in office, to those presbyters~ 

Bnt farther; St Paul was inspired when he gave 
the chai'ge to the elders of Ephesus, and when he wrote 
the epistles'to Timothy, in which he gives such an ex o 

tellsive commission: So that he could not be mistaken 
concerning the authority of Timothy, or the elders. 

And'since he; under inspitation, gave a power and 
authority td Timothy; which was never given to the 
elders; we inust conclude he was superior in office to 
them. No pains have been wanting to shift off this 
argument: But it is very evidently a just way of rea~ 
soning... . . 
.. St. Panl was inspired when he gave his charge to 
Timothy and the eldels; and if he actually gave Ti~ 
mothy the same authority that our bishops claim ; ill~d 
the elders the same power. only that the presbytei's 111 

the church of England exercise: Then episcopacy 15 of 
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divine right, and the whole dispute is at an end.. ls 
not this reaHy. so ? Is not this the very truth; if we 
are to be O'uided by the facts recorded in scripture, 
concerning Timothy and the elders?' Look into the 
scriptures: judge for yours~lves. . ' . 

If what I have advanced IS not fact, It may be easIly 
exposed :-If it is an undeniable truth, it is a truth of 
very great importance, if religion be so. 

For how can people believe, without they hear; and 
how can they /tear, without a preacher: And can they 
preach that are nat sent? For no man talceth this honour 
wdo Izimsel!~ .but he tflat is called Q[ God, as was Aaron: 
1)0 also <;hrist, glorified not Izimsey; to be made an high. 
priest: But he that said unto him, 1'hou art my Son, to 
day have I Degotten thee. ~ Heb. v. 4. 5. 

Christ appeared not as a public teacher of that reli .. 
gion he came to establish, till a voice from heaven de .. 
dared, TTtis is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am 'well pleas. 
ed,. after this, he is said, to teach and preach the gos­
pel q/ tlte kingdom. 

Thus he ,vas sent by his Father; and as his Father 
sent him, so he sent the apostles. If he had power to 
send them, he gave the same power to the apostles ta 
send others. And if the apostles, acting by virtue of 
that authority he gave them. COll'stituted two orders 
below themselves, that is, presbyters and deacens.; 
and if neither of these orders received the power to 
constitute others, (as it does not appear frf:>m sClripture' 
t1~at t~ey pretend to have it~ or that they received any 
(lirectlOll or charge about It) then there must have 
been another order, in which the pewer of ordination 
was lodged. 

"" .Lest anyone should fall into a mistake, and suppose Aaron 
was ImmedIately c~lled, and so was not consecrated; it may be well 
for them ,to ~ead Exodus, chap. 28 an~ 29, in which they may see, 
that by bod s command.' Aaron and IllS robes were to be consecra. 
ted by :VIoses, to .glve h.lm the .pow~r of high priest among the Jews. 
J:Ie was no~ t.he hIgh prIest untIl thIS was done, any more thaD chris­
tians arc rrumstell birfore they lU"e ordained. 
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Afold it is very .appar~nt from scripture, that 'timothy 
Was lllvested wIth thIS power, and placed over the 
church at Ephesus; while the elders of the same church 
w.er~ of the second order of the ministry. If people 
dIslIke the name of a bIshop, as a SllCCessor in the apos­
tolic office, and choose to call him president, I have 
no ,objectIOn; provided he is ordained by those who 
have power to ordain, and commissioned to ordain and 
govern the church according to the practice of the 
apostles. 

What I have asserted and proved, is, that the apos-, 
tles did give a power to some ministers, which they did 
not give to others. I do not contend for the name; 
provided he is invested with the commission which 
Christ gave to his apostles, he has all I contend for. 

It is very clear that there is no charge or direction 
in .scripture, given to mere presbyters, concerning or .. 
dination. The apostles did constitute an officer, to 
whom they gave direction concerning ordination :-It 
is evident therefore, that they gave a power to :wme 
ministers, which they did not give to others. For this 
assertion, I appeal to the practice of the apostles, as it 
is recorded in scripture; which is given hom heaven. 
- When any m~n wiH shew us anyone place in the 
scripture, where anyone presbyter, or number of pres­
byters, have the same charges given to him, or them, 
as plainly and as expressly as they are given to Timo­
thy, concerning ordination :-Then an appeal to the 
scripture may be of some service, in sllpport of the 
notion that presbyters have. power to ordain: Till this 
is done, we must think that the scripture is plainly on 
our side of the question. 

It will be of no avail to boast of this sect and. the 
other's being remarkably blessed in their administra­
t,ions: That they have grown numerous, and the like; 
this is not a sufficient proof that they are right, or of 
the validity of their ordination. What is justly de­
manded in this point is, that, they prove from some 
fact, recorded in scripture, that mere presbyters, by 



virtue of their office, as such, did ordain officers in the 
church of Christ. I have proved, that there was an 
order of men, in the time of the apostles; that did; in: 
fact, do this; and that they had orders to ordain, 
where there was a number of presbyters in the same 
church :-And that those presbyters had nO' direction' 
given to them about it. ,." . ' 

If a presbyter has power to ordam, he must, 1Il the 
first place, have received it from a bishop. The 
bishop used no expression in ordaining him, that Can 
possibly imply such a power,-the ordainer has no de.: 
sign to convey it-he that was ordained had no ex­
pectation of receiving such a power.-There is noth~ 
ing in scripture bj" which he' can prove that he has it~ 
From whence then did he obtain it? All power in the 
kingdom of Christ is of a spiritual nature, and musi 
be derived' either immediately from Christ, or from 
those, whom he hath appointed to convey it. The 
first, I suppose, few at this time will pretend to claim; 
the latter, none have a right to claim, till they prove 
the conveyance~' , ' 

By what I have now laid befote you, concerning 
Tinlothy and the elders of Ephesus, it plainly appears. 
that the episcopal government of the church, is as an­
cient, as the church itself. It LUllst be granted, fo1' if 
cannot be denied, that there W€l"e, in the :first days of 
the church, three distinct Ol'del's of officers, called 
apostles, presby tel's, and deacons. If these orders 
of officers were constituted under tnspiration, in the 
church at first, who has had an order fr0111 heaven, 
since that time, to alter it? If there has been an order 
from heaven, since that time, to·. change the constitu. 
tion of the church, let it be produced. If there has 
not been any such order, then aU that deviate from the 
practice of the apostles, have so far departed from the 
will of heaven. . 

Nothing is now claimed by our bishops, but the 
very.same tha.t ~t. Paul gave in charge to Timothy !:'< 
nothmg prohIb1ted to the presbyters of our church; 



that he commanded and charged the elders to do at 
Ephesus. 

The direct proof of episcopacy that I have laid be~ 
fore you, is taken from facts recorded in the sacred 
volume, concerning the state of the church at Ephe­
sus. The same ~vidence might have been produced 
in our favour, from the government of the church at 
Jerusalem, in Crete, and all other fully constituted 
churches; but this wou14 have interfered with my de. 
signed brevity. 

However, enough, I hope, has been said, to satisfy 
every Qne, that is willing to be determined in this 
point, by the practice of the apostles. 

Should anyone imagin.e, that I have perverted the 
scripture, let that be the judge betwixt us. I have 
made no forced constructions of any place, but have 
fairly argued from plain matters of fact there recorded. 
I appeal to the scripture for the truth of what I have 
advanced. Search the scriptures, and see if what I 
have said, is not first said in them ?-A fairer decision 
cannot be proposed :-And I hope it is so fair, that it 
will have a full, ~nd complete satisfaction, to the honest 
inquirer after the truth. Lastly, let it be observed, 
that Arius who lived in the fourth centurYi is the first 
presbyter that pretended to ordain. And all the an­
cients constantly afiirm, that the church univen;al, was 
under the episcopal form of government, when they 
lived and wrote, 



SECTION IV. 

(ilte'Wing that the apostolic qffiee is tn continue to the end 
qf time :-And that the qfliee Q[ the apostles 'Was dis. 
tinetji-om the evidence 'Whieh was given to tlte 1X,'orld, 
that they 'Were the chief ministers in the gospel king-
dam.· -

THE apostles when they first founded the church, 
,conformed exactly to the laws which Christ had "given 
for a rule to his church in every age. One law was 
not given for the aQ'e of the apostles, and another for 
after ages. If this ~as the case, let those different Jaws 
be distinctly pointed out. The apostles themselves 
were such officers as the gospel constitution prescribed. 
Therefore so long as the gospel constitution continues, 
there mu~t be such officers in the church, as the apos­
tles were; or the church has not such officers as the 
gospel constitution points out to her. Nor has she 
such officers as she had at first. And unless she has 
such officers she cannot "be like the church of Christ, 
when it w~s first founded. So far as any church deviates 
fi'om the order of the chur~h of Christ, when it was 
first founded, so far they have departed fi-om the rule 
given to the church from heaven. 

It must b~ ~llowed, that the apostles acquainted the 
world \vhat their commi5sion v~'as, and ii·om· whom 
they received it; and gave sufficient evidence that 
they had such a commission from Christ, as they pre­
tended to execute: And that this commission was re­
corded in scripture, that all the churches mjght know, 
what their commission was, and how far it" extended. 

There is nothing in the commission of the apostle~, 
that indicates their office to be temporary; but much 
to the contrary. Those, wh,) hold that the apostolic 
~fflce ceased with the apostles, have nothing to offer 
111:' 1l pP?rt. of their assertion, that has any manner of 

. \. l'li<ht mIt. 
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A proper llistinction ought to be made between the 
L'7)idence of the apostolic office, and the office itst:!j.­
The~e b<lS not .been such care taken in tillS pal ticular 
as might be wIshed .. If there ha~, it might have pre~ 
vented much altercatIOn. There IS a manifest distinc­
tion between the ~ce, and the evidence of the otlice­
Yet the presbyterians have not made the least dIstmc­
tion in the case. They sometimes take the evidence tor 
the qjJiee itself'; at othel: times they take it for part of 
the office :-But at all times they take the e'L'idence for 
the joundation of the office . 

.For they say, ~'the apostolic office has ceased, beG 
~, cause the extraordinary powers ha\'e ceased, on which 
~'it wasfounded." 

The working of miracles was not the Q/fiee of the 
apostles, nor the foundation of the qjfice. The com. 
mission given by Christ was thejiJundation of the f[ffice: 
A nd the working of miracles the eVldelice t hat lh~' reli­
gion they preached was the true religioll :-.-And that 
they were the chief ministers of it, under Christ the 
llead, who gave them their authority. 

If we enquire into the nature of the apostolic office, 
;md distin~uish that which helonged to the office, ii·c.m 
that which was an evidence to the world, that tJwre 
was stich an office in the church; we shall readily dIS­
cern that there is the very same reason why the apos­
tolic office should continue to the end of the world, as 
why it should be appointed at first. 

If' we recollect in what the essence of the apostolic 
office consisted, and remember that the working of 
miracles did not belong to the apostles as part of their 
office; it will appear that a man's reasonings are very 
weak indeed, who asserts that the apostolic office has 
ceas.ed because the working of miracles had ceased~ 
The p~esbyters and deacons wr~ught miracles in the 
time of the apostles :-Have theIr offices ceased, be­
cause the working of' miracles have ceaseu? Any man 
that reasons at this rate, confesses that he does not know 
ItOW to an~wer his op.-'onen~s argument. 



'Vhen OllrSftvioUf gave a charg~ to'the 9i,postles, 
t1l<1t one s/l'JUld Jiot be ab:Jve another, he meant, that one 
ap)~tle "h, ndd not be above another apm;tlt~; that one 
pro',byter SilOULlllot be above another pre,:bytcr;, tna~ 
one deacon sll)'lll not be above a~101 her deacon III of­
:fic~'. We have HI rem;,))] to think, that Christ had a 
design to forbid a sullordi :lation of offiucrs in bis church ~ 
l<'(jr~if he Iud, it is certam the apostles would not have 
assumed toth,"mseh'es a character Stlper10r to the prt'S~ 
by: ers; which they actually did. There certainiy wtre 
three orders ot' miai~:;ters in the church of' Chnst at first. 
81. Pa:d savs, Gud h([th set some in hisclllfl cit, first flpOS. 

t/,Js, seconaly prophets, thirdly teachers; qjter~ tfzat mira-
cle'S. - ' 

That 1.'1, afte:' God had appointed thre.e orders of 
officers in his ChUITh, he ga \'e to these officc;rs the 
power of woJ.l<i'lg miracles, c to evidence, among other 
things, to the 'Iv-odd, that he had appointed these three 
orders of ofiicers in his church. 1'he words q/ter that, 
were not :lccid.Blltally im,erted; bnt WIth dt'si~ll to (11so 

tillg'llish between the qiftcn, andi,the e'()irience of the of~ 
fices. H~re St. Palll has toll} LIS, as plain as words 
c.all expres:; it, that God hath apJioirilld three orders 
d' officers in IllS churcb. 'A.re Wt' the ChllTCh of God? 
Then we mtl::;t have the same prder, that is~ the apos. 
tobe Circler. as well tlS the other two, . Yet some say, 
the apostolic order ceas€'d with the apostles. Have 
the apostles told us that their office was to cease? They 
have not giVttll the least hints of this, which they ,vould 
l)~t have failed ,to have done., had they ~)een acqnainted 
With sllch a deSign. Therefore, lllliess It can be 'proved

J 

that the apostles, under inspiration, have abolished the 
a~ost(Jlic ?ffice, there must be three olders of gospel 
mlnlst~rs lJl gospel clmrches f1till. by .apostolicaJ, or 
WhICh IS the same, di\-'ine in,titution. 

Whenevl'r ,a rule is gillen from ,he:n en to the church· 
that rule remains in full force, till such time as it i~ 
set aside by the same authority which gave it at first. 
l'Jo lUi+U has h;td _auttlO~'i~y ~ince th,e time, (.If .the apos~ 



ties, to change the constitution O? the church, formed 
by the apostles. Or to say, the cllUl'CiJ is llOt to be go·. 
verned now, ill the same manner that it w<1s in the a'J'e 
of the apostles; unless heproduces an order from hea\-c~l~ 
sufficiently <luthenticated, to support his assl'rliol1. I 
conclude, therefore, that the law giren to the cllllrch 
in the age of the ~l:Ju:-;tlL':', lllllst be tlrst abroo'ated be .. . ~, b , 

fore the apostolic 01TIre can be supposed to have ceased. 
So long as tbe church is under the same \,nv, it must 
be under the 8;U11e lkcipline, and consl'qllen~'iy presLy .. 
tel'S must be bU:,j:::ct to the SllC'ce'M;ors of tk~ aposdes. 

'Vhen we see '~he constitution of the church in the 
days of the apostles is the \ery same wit h that (If the 
church of England; we mHsl conclude, that tIte chlltch 
of England in her constitution, is regulated by the 
same Jaws which were gi\'ell by.Christ to th(~ cilurch 
universal at first. And conseouentlv, that chlll'ch, ;~t 
11er cOlBtitutiol1, can be SUPP~I ted. . from ::criptlirt>.­
This must appear to be the case, in the judgment of 
{'\'ery Illall ,vilo is not blinded with preju,hce. \. e 
have scripture to support Ollr s€ntin1 ems lIjJon tllis 
point; for l :hrist's plOlliise to the apostles IIlIlS 1ill's, 
Lo! I um '«'ill! YOU ahc/;y, f7'tn lu the Old QJ I/!e HorM, 
Amen. How could he be wlth the apostles to theel'J. 
of the world, unless the ofiice was to contirHle to that 
period? As to the pretence tk1.t he wOlJld he with tbeir 
ordinary (1fice. but their C.ltl ({ui·dir.mJJ qifice was to 
cease; this is all the invention of Ulan. U they bad 
any office that was to redse, when they were dealt, they 
could ha\'e told us of it, and we could have undt:'i ~too(l 
it. The scripture b:1~ not gi\'cn us the least inLl1lati( n 
of it, theref"lre it is a matterwithollt fOlllldatiuJl; antl 
iUs a.great pity that any mall :-,bould be led Cl\Va.y WIth 
such a delusion. However, if ::my one bas any eVl(l~ 
ence, that the apostolic oHke wus to cease, let i1. be pro., 
duced. 



SECTION V. 

That ITle reliO'ion 'which carnefrom heaven is divine, thai 
the ordlJla~ces Qf !his religion are di?ine. alld th~ tjJi~ 
cers "a.-I/O are to administer these ordma1lCt:s, du zt by a 
d,vine commissiun. 

THE de<;ign of the christian religion is to bring men 
to happiness, by making them holy and virtuolls; that 
is, to make happiness, not the fate of men's nature, 
but the I eward for their duty. 

The duties which the chlistian religion requires, the 
]'ewards it pramiseS'. are sllch, as are plainly most 
agl eeable to our natlll al notions of God, and most 
c()nducive to the happiness and well-being of men.­
'1 his is a sufficient proof to convince anyone, that 
the relii1;ion we profess, actually came £l'om God:­
~lIch a religion has the character of God stamped up~ 
on it; and certainly comes directly fwm him. Are. 
ligion which rests upon snch a foundation, comes with 
aU the;authority necessary to command the attelltion of 
all men. That the gosp:l or doctrine of Christ, sepa­
rat;! from the mistake~, and corruptions, and Ul1cel'Q 
tail} comments of men, is such an institution; is evid 
dent from the whole frame ~~nd spirit of the gospel. 

Besides this evidence, from the excellency of it; it 
is moreover proved to be tallght and confirmed by 
God himself, which is most manifest, from the testi. 
mony gi\'en. The miracles whIch our 8aviour wrought, 
were a complete demonstration of the divinity uf his 
religion. The history of his life, death. and resurrecD 
Liun delivered down to LIS, testified by his aposties, are 
the most undeniable evidence of the same truth. 

In fine, ~he apostles saw him alive. after his passion 
by many mfalhble proofs, conversing with him Jor 
~ony days, and at last, beholding him ascend visibly 
mto heaven. These are sllch demonstrations of his 
being a teacher sent ii'om heaven, and consequently; 



that his doctrine was the express will of God; thatnd~ 
thing but the 1lI0.,t extreme malice anJ obstinacy could 
prevent our giving assent to these evidences. 

Thus you see the christian religion lays before you, 
the most striking c\'idel1ce of its divine ori~in; utter 
the belit'f of' the redt:l1lptiol'l plllchaserl by Jesus Christ, 
the ordinances become a p:ut, nay a chief part of \\ hat 
is required to be d .. ne, by thot,'e T,\ho expect to receive 
the benefits ot' redemption. 

These ordil1an~es of baptism anll the Lord's sllpper. 
come to you under the sanction of a divine coml1Jand. 
And hom hence you are reqnired to pay that nW;OJtion 
to them, the importance ot' the subject requires. 

Perhaps, many may imagine, if they had lived in 
our Saviour's time, bad heart! his preaching alid seen 
hi~ miracles, and C01Jid ha,'e received the sacraments 
fWIll his hand; they should have immediately, with 
cheerfulness, become his disciples; and that the l oeli .. 
gion he taught ,,,ould have had a powerful illfluence 
on their whole life.- This is all a mere fallacy; 

For when JeslIs Christ was about to leave the world, 
he tOGk care that his church should be supplied with 
proper .officers for carrying on the salvation of man­
kmd. Accordingly, before his a~ccnsion he f,avc the 
same power alld commission to tIlt apostles which he 
had received flom his .Father. And he told .them~ 
that what they did III his name, and by his authority • 
. should be ratified in haa'.l11. And this order of ofti. 
eers in the kingdom of Christ, has been preserved in 
hjs cbureh to this day. Ana \\ hueyer receives the or­
dinances of baptism and the LUI d's supper from the 
hands ot such ofiicerc; as ha\e been appointed according 
to the will of Christ, will recei, e the same hellefit from 
those ordinances, as they would have done, had they 
bt·en admin.slered by Cluist himsdt~ This is sufficient 
to take off a11 ubjections; for it is done by divine com~ 
miSSion. 

All schemes formed by the invention of men, conQ 
iri\'ing how men may make themsel"es holy and fit 
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for heaven, before they do what Christ has command .. 
ed to be dOlle for that end; is all self~righteousl1ess at 
the best. Obeying a law which we make ourselves, 
constitutes the selfngbteous man. . 

It would be well, for people to observe the conduct 
of the Centw'ion who sent the elders 0/ the Jews to our 
/)aviozir, bpseeching him to come and heal his servant;­
and 'wlzrn Jesus '{ws lIutjar from his hOllse, the Cenlztrion 
sent jiiends to lum saying, Lord, truuble not thyse!J; jar 
I am 7Iot wOI-il/!.J that dwu shouldest enter um/er my roof. 
Ne/tller thou~ht 1 myself ~ll'orth'l to cume unto thee; bu,t 
say ii' (( word, and my servant shall be healed. For I am 
a tJ/!UI, hm.-illg soldiers under me, and 1 say unto one~go, 
alld he guetlz; and to anotlier, come, and he cometh; and 
to nUl servant, do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus 
heard these things. he marvelled and said, 1 have not 

jound so great jaith, no, not in Israel.-Thus you see 
the Centurion, though _ he viewed himself as unwortby, 
believed tbat Jeslls had power to heal his servant. 

In this manner all men should come to Christ, and 
attend to do what he hath required~ and believe he 
will bless his own institutions :-Not for their wQrthiQ 
ness, but because it is done under the sanction of a di~ 
vine commISSIOn. If men can be persuaded to view 
religion in this light, we should soon behold the con­
duct of mankind, turning their backs to the vanities of 
tim\;:, and seeking after the riches of eternity. 
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SECTIO~ VI. 

That the different opinions (!f modi/'d aboul relifJion~ 
caltlwt al!t:r the nature qj trut: Jeli!:!,iull. 

ALL true religion must be conveyed to us by 
l'e\'elation fmOl heaven, in the first instance, dicta­
ted by ir:finite ,,'isdom-perfect goodness, and eter~ 
nal ](l"'"'. A re1i~jon recommended to liS, by a hl'i g 
oj' such tranf;cendent perfections, cannot possibl,\ Le 
altered by the difterent opinions of mankilJd; bUI l1lllst 

remain fixed., accordmg to the will of that beillg who 
gave it at fir.;t. In this view of the s"bjPct, can any 
one be so wea!~, as to fl)llow the advice of a poor jal­
!ib~e mortal, who is dictated by vile passions, and pri­
vate inte:t'st ; an~l disrt'gard the counsel of unenillg 
wj"dom? If any thing llJ llature deserves to be called 
tollyand madlless, it is the preferring human inventi(,n 
to the wi:,uol1J which comes from above. Are we yet 
to be taught ho \ ignorant we are-how silly in our 
choice-how apt to be ch'cE'J\;ed wltb false a]Jpf'arance~? 
How sha mefully mistaken in our vie",~, aild dlvvct),s dis~ 
appointed in our hopes? Then how ul1reas()n~)ble it is, 
for uS to undei'take to mend that religion v, lueh came 
fi'om a being' that cannot err? ' 

By our opposition_ to the religion of J(,SIlS Christ:, V:3 

shall ncithvr obtain one that Will suit 11' bl letl, \lur lc:l­

joy the ~Hhal1ta~t· of that which we !:ave. To refu~e 
to be governed by that rt'ligioll God hath gwen us, 
is to resoLe to be wicked wit hOll t COJI I' o.d, t ki t WP LLay 

be miserable without remer"I}. !f is to refllse to be COll­
dueled by unerriug wisdom, alld to ChOOSl~ to be gllided 
by the counsels of men as weak as ollrst:lves. 

Here, perbaps, it will be said, '1 here ;.Ire so many 
different opmions about religion, that. it is not \\'01' h 
while to trouble our heads about it: Since afi er all we 
may he mi:)taken, and it is as well to be ,,, ilhlJllt. any 
ij:'!li{;,ion, lJuless we can find the right. 1"01' 8()me ad. 



V:5e Ug to 10in with one sect of chri!'itians, and some 
with anoth~r: Each maintaining, in his turn, that the 
fife and power of religion is only to be found among 
those of his own particular society; in these divided 
t~Ollnse1s. which shall we emhrace? The anSW2r is rea­
tly. Take Rot that reli,\.{ion which is the ilJvention of 
men, but that which comes from beayen :-.-And hath 
all the evidence, to convince YOli of the truth of it, 
that the importance of the subj<ct requires. 

Here, it may be asked, where shall we find such a 
religion? I answer, in that sacred buok. by which YUH 

will be judged. You will not be judged by the opm~ 
ions or mell, therefore it mllst not be the rule of your 
(:onduct, but you will be jlldged by the word of the 
;'.~l'{:,at Jehovah. There you may see what the order of 
the church of Christ was, when it first began ~ And no 
man has had powe/' to alter it since. 

In that word of hte, you Tray see, what the faith 
wa~. given to the saints; and also, how the discipline 
of the. kingdom of Christ was exercised by officers 
Christ appointed for tb~t purpose. All tl,is will be 
plain, if you can he persuaded to lay aside all the in­
ventions of men, and take the word of the everliving 
God for your guide. Can there be any thing more rea"" 
c'on~\b!c than tD tak~ your direction ±rom infallibility 
st~'elf~ in matters that concern your etel nal welfare?--. 
The matters of fJ.ct recorded in the sacred volume, will 
inform yon how to regulate your future conduct ;-and 
! hese facts come to YOll recommended under the sanc­
tion of di\-inc truth. And is not this sufficient to com­
mand the attention of every creature, who believes he 
~lao. all j m mortal soul? 

It highly concerns all, very carefully to examine this 
affair, that amongst sllch a great diversity of opinions, 
~I!ey may know where the truth is. A thing, in which 
j,t concerns every [Tlun in the highest degree to be well 
j,uTormed; that his religion may be such as is according 
to the 'will of God, Hnd ba\ e its due influence upon all 
)jis 0\\';) cow~uct ;-0therwist:', his religion will be cone 



tinually changing according to the fashion of the day. 
-For it is very evident, that a religion formed by the 
invention of man is ever changing \vitll, and according 
to the humour of the times, and has its fashions as well 
as other things. 

But that religion which came ii'om heaven, is unchan .. 
geable; because it is designed to fit us for an unchan­
geable state of happiness, and prepare us for a region 
of uncreated light and glory, where Eternal Nature, in 
its essential and ul1changeable splendours, manifest the 
blessed presence, of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in 
their full, and undivided Trinity of Glory. 

'" hether the professors of a religion be many or few; 
whether they be influenced by the spirit of it, or not; 
whether they be sincere, or hypocrites; whether they 
be detecte.d, or not; the religion is still the same :-It 
does not change 1101' alter with the changing tempers, 
dispositions and interests of mankind, in different times 
and places; 110r is it to be charged with the guilt of 
practices, against which it protests in every page.­
Poor, unhappy man! how art thou tost upon the ocean 
of uncertainties, when you leave that rule which came 
from heaven, to follow the invention of man, which 
wiil always deceive you ~ 

E 



SECTION VII. 

Peoples' notions that they can sert~ God as '[Bell, :vilhout 
public 'Worship, "{(,itllOut the .on/manccs and wtthout a 
minister, as 'aith them; conszdcred and rifutcd. 

THERE are but few men that pretend religion i" 
useless. To believe there is a God, who is the first 
cause and creator of all things, implies that homage and 
adoration are due to him. The thoughts of his being 
the disposer of all events, natu.rally points him out to 
man, as the proper object of Ins address. Thus pub­
lic prayer becomes a dllty agreeable to the dictates of' 
reason and common sense;. , 

Before the dawning of christianity, \,;8 finel in the 
world h:mples l:aised, rites instituted; and in many pla­
ces a systelu of devotion established. Thus we see, 
i'eason taught men, that they could not live without re~ 
Egion :-But how could they find out the true religion? 
Here they were at a loss '-and well they might 8e so. 
For it was the business of the bright and Morning Sta:r 
to diffuse Ught through the world ~ This 'was the busi. 
ness of the Sun of Righteousness, who came with heal. 
ing under 1;1is '',lings to cure the superstition of the na­
tions,-to establish not only a divine and radonal system 
of morality, but also a pure and spiritual devotion ;-. -
to dispel the clouds of ignorance that overshadoived 
men's minds; and let in upon the soul those bright and 
heavenly rays, that are necessary to guide us into aU 
truth. 

No sooner did our blessed SaviQUl' begin to preach 
his gospel, but some were amazed and knew not what 
to say :-Otbers were charmed, and readily confessed, 
Thou art the Christ. Thou art that prophet that should 
come. Thou art the Son Qf the living God. l\:eoer man 
spake like this rn~n. Not one who heard him speak, 
put he found eVldent marks of his divine mission.­
~lany professed a desire to follow him; but some of 



these, like our modern christians, were for m~l.king their 
own terms. 

As there are some people who are much ene'aged to 
set up a private religion, in opposition to th~ public 
vvorship which Christ hath appointed :-1 would fain 
know what objections they have to be saved in the use 
of those means which Christ hath appointed. Perhaps, 
they will say, they have no objections on that head.­
But their notion is, that they can serve God as well at 
horne, by reading their bibles and praying in theic 
own hom .. 's, as at church. And as the yoke of Christ 
is easy, they think that they can serve God \vith more 
ease, than to be at the trouble to dress and go to church. 
And moreo\'er, they have it great concel~li about their 
domestic affairs ;-~"lHl accordingly are not able to at­
tend upon both, But in answer to these quibbles, and 
a thousand more, let it be observed, that God hath 
gi',-en to man, six days, out of seven, to be employed 
in the affairs of tbis ,,,orid :-But the seventh part of 
time he hath re:;,erved to himself, to be employed by 
us in public worship, and in receiving the ordinances 
of the gospel, from the hands of such ministers as are 
sent by God to instruct mankind in their duty, and to 
administer the seals of the covenant. 

But these people who wish to serve' God with that, 
which costs them nothing, will say, that they can wor­
ship God in private, and not be at any expence in pay­
ing a minister: Hang the law and the prophets, ay, and 
the priest too; we have no need of either. And pro­
vided we can't have a minister without giving our mon~ 
ey to him, we chuse to ha,\'8 none. 

Alas !-Is the~ral1-i objection to the religion of J~4 
sus Christ come out at last? 

Those who make this objection, either believe that 
the christian religion came from heaven, or they do 
not. If ~ cannot prove that the christi.an religion came 
£'om God, \vith aU the evidence so Important a sub­
ject requires~ I will give up the point.-But if it. be 
t,';lC, it hi,?-:hly concerr.::.; cp;'ry onr, to do every tiung 
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in his power to support it; and to give his attention to 
it, that he may not lose the benefit of it. For the fash­
ion of this wo~ld passeth away; and our continuance ~n 
it is momentary and uncertain. And the hope of a 
better state, is ~he only thing that can give us comfort 
here; and living according to thIs hope, the only 
thing, that can give liS a just ground to expect happI­
ness hereafter. 

And blessed be God, that he hath given ~s such clear 
evidence, tbat the christian religion came from Him, 
that no man can doubt of it, who makes evitlence the 
foundation of his conduct. If God raised Jesus Christ 
from the dead, it is certain the christian religion is trlle. 
And there is the ckarest evidence for this, of anyone 
fact, that has ever been since the world began. And 
no reasonable objection can be brought to contradict it. 

For the digr.ity of the body is such, that it ought to 
be raiseli ;-the power of God is snch, that it can be 
raised ;-the justice of God requires, that it should be 
ra1sed i-and the testimony of scripture is clear, that it 
J::;,til been raised ;-and the promise of scripturt is plain, 
that we shall be raised. 

Chri~t hath made a propitiation for mankind; and: 
Gael's raising Jeslls from the dead, is clear evidence to' 
the world, that God hath accepted that propitiation, 
as an atonement for sinful nlan. And that God, by 
Jesus Christ, is reconciling the world to himsdf. And 
it is certain, that God will in the last day, judge every 
man~ who has had the light of the gospel, according 
to 1m conduct, under the dispensation of' grace. 

The world was made, that we m-ight be born; we 
are born, that we might a-clmov:ledge God to be the 
crc~to. of ourselves and of the universe: 'Ve acknow .. 
]~t!~e nim, that \ve might worship him: We worship 
hUD, that \\-e may be fit to receive his favours ant! .,. ' 
manlrest our dependence upon his Provigence. Chtist 
recte~:il]('ri ~lS, ~hat \ve ~night inherit immortality: We 
r~cel~e t~11S . 1I11mortal~ty, that we may forever serve 
Ium. In 1m kmgdom ot glory. 



Can any man, who believes all these things, be 50 Uti .. 

grateful to God, as to refuse to support this holy reli. 
gIOll, according to the appointmellt of God himself? 
No :-It cannot be. Therefore, 1 shall close this sub­
ject by laying before you a few plnces of 5CUPurC 
which plainly enjoins It as a duty LpOll all to sllpport 
the clergy. And the pk1ces of SCi ipt me, shall be so 
plain to the points, that there can be no dispute con­
cerning the matter. 

" Who goeth a I';ad~u'e any time at his own charges? 
" Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the huit 
" thereof? Or ,,,ho feedeth a flock, and eateth 110t of 
" the milk of the flock ?"-1 Cor. ix. 7. 

" If we have sown unto your spiritual things, is it a 
H great thing if ''Ie shall reap your carnal things ?"-
1 Cor. ix. 11. 

" Do ye not know that they which minister about 
" holy things, live of the things of the temple? And 
"they which Watt at the altar, are partakers with the 
" altar ?-Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they 
" which preach the gospel, should live of the gospeL" 
-1 Cor. ix. 13. 14. 

" Let him that is taught in the word, communicate 
" unto him that teacheth in all good things." -Gal. ,,~. 6. 

A 11 these orders came from heaven, and are binding 
upon all chric;tians. And it is evident, men cannot serve 
their Maker, according to his appointment, without v, 
minister. 



SECTION VIIt 

A few obser>oations upon the ne'w di>oi1l~ty, lfs it is calledi, 
by which, children are pre'tJented enterzng mto covenant, 
'with Christ, because their parents are not so good a,s 
they should be. 

I MUST beg leave of the new divines to take a 
view !)f their sentiments. As far as I have been :ilile 
to learn, they prohibit children, entering into covenant 
with Christ, unless one. or both of' the parents are iii 
:tull communiono I will allow this subject to be new, 
but deny it to be divine. Whatever is received under 
the sanction of religion. must be as old as religion it~ 
self. Otherwise it wants the monuments, the marks 
and evidence of true religion. Where thet;e t11!'~e things 
are wanting in religion, it rests upon a very slender 
fouNdation. The honest man knows 110t how to proe 
ceed, 1101' can he find any place, whereon to rest the 
sole of his foot. 

But, when he takes the sacred scripture for the rule 
of his conduct; it is easy for him to find out what he 
must do. The religion of Jesus Christ is level to all 
capacities. 

Can you read the gospel and doubt whether Christ 
died for YOll? whether God will grant pardon to peni­
tents,-or his assistance to those who ask it? ,,,hethel' 
he will reward all such, as are listed under the banner 
of Christ, aDd are his faithful soldiers ?-Is there any 
difficulty in understanding these things? 

Perhaps, you may have many doubts cOl'lcerning the 
sacraments of the gospel, and how, and what grace they 
confer: But dispute as you will, this one thing is clea;, 
he that belie7)cs and is baptized shall be saved. Is there 
any promise you shall be saved, if you are not baptized? 
IS not baptism for the remission of sins ?-And cis not 
every SOI1 of Adam, in s~ch a state, that he wants par­
don,?-Yet the new divinity, as it is called, declares~ 



that .children shall not be admitted to this privilege ot 
baptIsm, unless one or both of the parents are so, and 
so qualified. 

~'he prophet Ezeki~l thought otherwise, upon thi~ 
pomt; and I suppose upon better evidence; for he 
declares, nnder the spirit of inspiration. That the son 
should not bear the iniquity qf the jather. He knew, 
that the children of the Jews, It:t their parents be what 
they would, were, by an order from heaven, to be enterc 
eel into covenant at eight days old. The iniquity of 
the parent was no bar in the way, to prevent the chil, 
clren receiving the benefit of the covenart. 

Our blessed Saviour has left this affair, both as tu 
the privilege and the subject, as he found it. He 
hath not 5aid, that children shall be deprived of the 
privilege of the covenant, if their parents are wicked; 
neither hath he said, that infants are not fit subjects to 
enter into covenant in the christian church, Provided 
they were in the Jewish, why not in the christian 
church? Some of our Saviour's forward disciples like 
our new divines, seem to think they knew better than_ 
their master, rebuked those who brought young childl'e1~ 
to Christ: ,But 7.t,hen Jesus sa'W it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Sidler the little chihken to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, jor rif such is the kingdom Qj 
God. And he took them up ill his arms, put his hand 
upon them, and blessed them. 

If the kingdom of God means the kingdom of 
glory; the little children are certainly proper sub­
jects for the kingdom of Grace: If it means the 
kingdom of grace, then it is a direct and absolute de­
cision, that all little children, let their parents be what 
they will, have a right to enter into the christian cove­
l1ant by baptism. 

Somet perhaps, will ask the question, Wha~ service 
.can it be, for the child to he baptized when It knows 
nothing of the matter? 

I answer, no one would ask this questio)1 unless ,)~ 
would be wiser than his Maker. For what could/-the 
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child of a Jew, understand in this affair, any more than 
a child of a christian. I 

Wlten a child is born into this world, it must have 
the spirit of life, or in other words, the breath of life, 
for the support of the animal life, otherwise, it cannot 
live. So, v.rhcn a child is born into the kingdom of 
grace, it must have the Spirit of God, for the support 
of the spiritual life; otherwise, it cannot live the life 
of a christian. The Spirit of ,God dwells with his 
church; to guide and direct the members of it-. to en­
courage all their good desires-to help them to over­
come all their infirmities :-In a word, to labour with 
~h'c::m, in the work of their salvation, to make their cal­
linCe' and election ~;nrr:, 

i'll order to obtain the:;8 benefits, we must become 
members of his cburch. How then can anyone lay a 
bar in the way? or pretend to offer any objection, by 
wbich any child should be debarred the privilege of 
baptism? 

It may be, some one will say, I was baptised when 
an infll1t: Bllt I wa.s not converted by the divine Spirit, 
till I (:ome to the years of matudty. I3e it so. What 
concl!lsion can be drawn from this? C:m you say; the 
Divine Spirit was not conferred upon you in baptism? 
Can you say, that the blessed Spirit hath not often been 
\Varnillg. you to avoid the vanities of time; and to view 
the importa!1Ce of eternity? Can you say, you should 
lwve had the same measure of divine assistance which 
you have received, had you never been baptiz~d?­
This, I imagine Bone \\'ill dare assert. Let it be ob. 
::;erved, that conversion is one thing, and our obeyino­
Christ, in receiving the sacraments of the gospel, is a~ 
other. 

Those who deny the efficacy of the ordinances of the 
gospel, act upon the same principles which Naaman 
the leper did, when he was advised by the prophet, to 
dip ltimsdf se,"en times in Jordan, and he should be 
('~(;,an. The proud Syrian turned a way in a rage. But 
Ins s('rr~~llt more wise than himself, said unto him,-



tC If the prophet had bid thee do some O'reat thinCl' 
would you not have done it? How much ~ather the~' 
when he only saith unto thee, Wash and be clean?" , 

This convinced the ma~ter, alld he obeyed tbe man 
of God, and was cured, Had he been cured when he 
had, dip~ed three times, he wO,uld not ha\'e dipped 
agam: But J?e, was not cured, tIll he had completely 
obeyed the dlvme order. ., Then his flesh returned 
I,111to him, as the flesb of a little child." 

It was not an etlicacy in the waters of Jordan, that 
pro,luced his cure; but it was efIt:cted by the Divme 
:Sp'irit, which the prophet declared should be the case, 
pro\-ided he did as he was ordered ;-and the event 
p,roved it to be true. Just so it is, with regard to bap­
tIsm and the Lord's supper. It is not any efficacy in 
the water of baptism, or in the symbols of the Lord's 
supper, that produces a change in the soul: But when 
we obey a divine com,mand, Goci blesses his pwn insti. 
tution to effect the end designed. 

Vie may, by partaking of these sacraments. receive 
as much benefit to our souls, as Naarpan did to his 
body, by dipping seven times in Jordan. And is not 
this a sufficient motIve to engage our attention in this 
affair? When we consider how great a favour~ is grant­
ed to us. by redenlption, we ought to have some strik­
ing mon'ument placed in our view~ to bring to our re­
collectillg minds, the advantages derived to us from the 
:1tonement Christ hath made for sinful man. What can 
strike our attention more powerfully than t9 receive 
these sacraments, which Christ hath commanded us to 
do, in order to fix in our souls, the remembrance of 
what he hath done for us ? 

The public will be great.ly obliged to th~ new divines 
provided they would be kll1d enough to ,l11form man~ 
kind, what their sentiments are concernmg the sacra­
ments of the gospel. If they believe these sacraments 
were appointed by authority from heaven.; a11l1 do con­
fer some favour and benefit to the receIver; why are 
they not, administered to all? that all may receive 
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these favours. But on the other hand, jf they believe 
these sacraments were 110t appointed by authority from 
l1eaven-... are of no advantage to the receiver-are no­
thing more than an insignfficant ceremony; why do 
they administer them to any person whatsoever? 

Thus the point is fairly stated; let then declare 
which of these opinions they embrace; then we shall 
know w here to find them. 

The fatal consequences of refusing baptism to infants, 
:is a matter, to which, \ve ought to give our most seri. 
ous attention. 

It is much to be lamented, that any children in a 
christian land, should be brought up in a state of hea­
thenism. None can be allowe~ to he christians, who 
have not entered into the christian covenant. Those 
who have 110t been baptized, will conclude that they 
are not unck'r the same obligation, to observe and obey 
the laws of the gospel, as those are, who have put on 
Christ by baptism. And the consequence which will 
flow from such an apprehension, is very mischievous to 
those persons, who have been debarred the privilege of 
the covenant. 

Another thing, to which, it may be well for the new 
divines to attend, is, the commission, if they have re­
ceived it; which runs thus, Go, disciple all nations, 
baptizing them in tlw name of the Father, and qj tlte/::ion, 
and qftilc Holy Ghost. Those men, who first received 
this commission, '~ere educated in the Jewish religion; 
and knew that chIldren were to be entered into cove. 
nant at eight days old. And provided, infants were 
not fit suhject8, :md were not to be members of the 
christian church, Christ would not have failed to ha"e 
told his disciples of it: As he knew that the children 
were th.e greatest part of. all nations, which they were 
to bapttze. And as he tlId not except the children in 
his commission, it is evident he designed they should 
be il:clll.dcd among those, whom the apostles were to 
baptIze III all nations. 

Is there any way, by which, the kingdom of Christ 
ran be more effectually destroyed, than 'by taking 



such method~, and fornl~ng such schemes, as WIll pre;... 
vent people trom becommg members of tltat ki11O'dom 
which is not of this worid ?-Can a mall, \\'ho bhas a 
proper value for the privileges of the gospel, remain 
an unconcerned spectator when he sees men e~lO'erly 
pU~'s~ing a I?lall directly opposite to the SpIrit otbtha't 
relIgIOn, whteh he knows to be true ?-It is not agreea~ 
ble to my (~i~positIOn, to ~n~ ialllt, with that whi~h pas. 
ses for rehglOl1, ll\)!(''iS It IS grossi,,>, erroneous. But 
when I see, th,tt true religion, suffers for want of ex~ 
planation. I believe it is my duty, to inform those that 
are in need of it. People should be informed better~ 
who make objections to inf,ll1t baptism ;-and say, that 
we must believe first; and infants are not capable of 
believing, therefore are not fit to be baptized. Our 
blessed Saviour has told LIS, that whoso shall qffend one 
of these little ones, '{.dlich believe in me, -%'c (Matt .. 
xviii. 6 ) I have 110 dispute with anyone, about the 
signification of the word believe, they mllst dispute that 
matter with Christ who used the term. 

After all, it is plain, that a child is as capable of en­
tering into covenant with God by baptism, as it could 
be by circumcision. The covenant in 'Horeb 'was made 
with the iTifcmts, as well as others. (Deut. v. 3. 4.) 
And the covenant in the land of Moab, was made, not 
only with the men of Israel, and their wives, but with 
their little ones.-(Deut. xxix. 10, 11.) 

The Jewish infants could. not have the circumcision 
of that heart, any more than the christian chIldren c~n 
believe. And provided in the gospel dispensation, chil~ 
dren are prohibited entering into covenant with God 
by baptism, they are in a ~orse condition than the .leWd 
ish children were. 

It'may be, some will say, if we are o01:n of the spir­
it it is no matter whether we are baptIzed or not.­
In answer to this, I gave St. Peter's opinion, Lan on,Y 
manjor6id water, that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the .flo(lf Ghost as 'alell as we? And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name if the Lord. 
-{Acts x. 47.) 



SECTION IX. 

!J'e{/rigltteoltsness and evangelical obedience explained.' 

ALL denominations of christians agree in exploding 
self~righteollsness; though ~ut few se~m to understand 
in what it consists. I shall 10 the plamest manner, lJn~ 
dertake to shew what· self-righteousnes is; and what 
evangelical obedience. is. . 

All righteousness IS obedIence to some law. Self~ 
righteousness is obeditnce to a law we make ourselves, 
and set it up in opposition to the laws of God. 

The ri.~hteollsness which exceeds tIie righte0usness' 
of the scribes and pharisees, is obedience to the laws of 
Christ. 

I have no dpsTgn to teach yon how you can be good 
christianf;, and nut believe in Jesus Christ. No, the 
til'st step in the christian religion, is to believe the 
Il'cord or the testimony which God hath given of our 
Lord Je<;us Christ. We l1Iust believe the history of 
pi'uphecies and miracles, before we believe our ~avi­
our's divine mission; we must believe our Saviour's' 
divine mls~ion, before we can believe his revelation, 
concerning a future state; we must believe he hath giv­
en us a Jaw lor the rule of our conduct, before we shall 
undertake a life agreeable thereto. This is the natural 
and necessary order, which precedes that righteousness, 
which exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and: 
pharisees. 

I shall now bring to your view, what the righteousQ ' 

ness of the pharisees was, in our Saviour's estimation. 
\Vhat om: saviour says, concerning their religion, is 

this, re devour zcido'Ws houses, and jor a pretence make 
lonp' prayers. I'e pray in the markets, and in the corners 
qf the streets, to be seen qf men. Which caused our SaQ 

viour. to say, In vain do ye worship God, teaching jor 
ductrmes, tftc commandments Qfmen. Full'wellyolt reject 
the c.o~nman;l~u~n~s if God, that YOlt may observe your oum 
ira ciltJons. lius IS the account our Saviour gives of them. 
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In the next place, let us enquife what aCColmt they 
give of themselves. And I believe the pharisee wben 
he went up w}th .the publican, to the temple to pray, 
represented Ius nghteousness to as much advantage as 
it would possibly bear. Let us attend to his account 
of it. What he undertakes, is first, with great pomp, 
and high swelling words, to tell God of his neo'ative 
holiness. "God, I thank thee, I am not as othe~ men 
~re, extortioners, unjust, adulterers or even as this pub­
h~an. 

Here you see the ph,~risce . .....:..lnstead of an act of hu~ 
miliation, in that awful presence before v;hich he stood, 
with an air of triumph, and self~sllfficiency, he says, 
GL'rl, l tltank t!tee, I am not like other men. The pra\er 
he made use of, is the true picture of the man's hea~·t ; 
and shews with what a disposition of soul, and frame 
of mind he came to worship God Almighty. 

He does not examine himself by the word of God, 
but by the conduct of some of his neighbours, and be­
cause, in his own fancy, he is not so bad as they are. 
he thinks himself very pio-us. If they were half as bad. 
as he seems to have an inclination to represent the,n; 
he might be better than they were, and yet extremely 
wicked. 

That I may do justice to the pharisee, I will consider 
the other part of his prayer. I fost t71:ice in a 7.ceek; 
1 give tythes qf all I possess. This was a law of his own 
making. For he was not commanded by the law of 
Moses to flst tu:ice in the 7.t'eek, nor pay any t!Jtlles cif 
mint, and other herbs; after he had vowed it to a sa­
cred use, our Saviour says he ought to pay it. Thus 
it appears he was a transgressor of the law of God; and 
all the religion he had, was obeying a law he made 
himself • 

. Let us hear what St. Paul says, concerning the right, 
eousness of the pharisee, who was educated among that 
sect 1 he declares, That he profited in the Je~'s religion, 
above man!J C!f his equals, in his fYWn nation: And then 
he declares in what it was that.he exceeded, Being mor·~ 
e,rceeding{y zealous 0/ the traditions rif thefatllers. 



Thus you see, from our Saviour's account of the 
pha~isee, and from the account he gives of himself, that 
he was not that good man, which he pretended; but 
was really a very bad man, making a pretence at piety, 
when he wanted every qualification of i.t. . 

I shall, in the next place, take a VIew of the true 
scripture account of that righteousness, without which, 
our Saviour says, we can in no case enter into the king­
dom of heaven. 

The righteousness which Christ requires in ils, is 
inherent ilUiiness. Or in other words, obedience to the 
laws which he hatJl given, for a rule, by which his 
church 2re to rep-ulc.te their lives. You have heard 
what the righteowmess of the scribes and pharisees was. 
You see it did not consist in obedience to the divine 
b-N; thel'1;:,to:'<:, it is easy to find Ollt, how we may have 
a righteou;Jm:ss, that exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and pharisee~, without supposing that we are 
justified by it ;-or. that it is the cause of our justificam' 
tion. The rigbttousness which Christ requires of us, 
is obedience to those very laws, which he himself hath 
given. And is not this far preferabie to the righteo us. 
ness which consists in obedience to lhe laws of men? 
Obeying the laws of Christ will qualifY the soul to en­
joy the happiness of heaven, and provided we are pre. 
pared to elljQy the happiness of those blessed abodes, 
the merits of Christ will give us a title to them. 

But how can this be done, if man has nothing to 
do? If when he imagines he is drawing nearer to God, 
i,n the use of hJs appointed means, he is really running 
farther from Ium; what must he do? must he sit stilt,. 
lest he run farther from God? The seripture gives us 
no such direction. And it would make a good chris­
tian's heart bleed, to think that any man, who has the 
bJbIe in his hand, should be led away in such a delu­
:lIon. I re~Uy, from my very heart, pity all persons, 
who suffer tnemselves to be led away, by evil men, and 
seducers, that 'Waa' 'Worse, and 'Worse:-Deceivi1l0' and 
being deceived. But continue, thou my brethren/~i~ the 
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filings [hat tholt hast learned, and hast been aS~llred qf; 
Knowing qf whom thou hast learned them, even from the 
"word Qj the e'l'erli'l'iJlg God. 

In the word of God, we are told, that Christ hatll 
tedeemed mankind; this is completely done by him 
alone. No man has any thing to do in this aiiair,­
After Christ had paid the price of our redemption, he 
gave a law, for us to obey, that "as calculatt'd for such 
beings as we were after the first sin; And he has told 
us, to observe all things, whatsoever he hath command. 
ed. And he hath pui'chased, awl gives to us, all the 
assistance we want to do this. 

Is this required to be done ?-Remedies appointed, 
by Christ, to be laid before mankind, and yet are they 
not required to use them t Did l:ot Christ know what 
remedies were proper, and what would prm'e eiiectual, 
on our part, to accomplish our salvation ?-If he did, 
and has appointed these means, then mankind are bound 
to obey these orders. 

And yet, after all this, is there nothing for man to 
do ?-It is~amazing to hear any christian talk at this 
rate; but such things have been said, by those, whom 
we caRnot but wish that they may inform themselves 
better. We charitably hop? t hey mean well; but we 
must say, they are very much in the wrong, and are 
greatly mistaken. 

This error would be easily rectified, and a thousand 
more which flow from it, provided people would blake 
a proper distinction between redemption and salvation; 
or, in other words, make a proper distinction between 
what Christ hath done to rede~m us; and what we must 
do, in order to obtain the benefits of' redemption.­
Thus I have explained what redemption is,-what self­
righteousness is,-and what that righteollsness is, with­
out which, you cannot be justified by the merits of 
Christ. Thus the merits of Christ is one thing; and 
inherent holiness another. 



SECTION X. 

lil 't~'!lldl, ,"Jill be laid bifore the reader, a plain account 
Qf justification according to the tenor qf scripture. 

AMONGST all the qnel>tions, of which the learn­
er! have treated, perhaps none are less understood by 
the generality of people, than this concerning j llstifica­
tion. The subject hath been handled by several great 
men on each side of the question; and it might possi­
bly be deemed presumption to differ fi:om any of them, 
had they not differed so widely among themse1ves.­
.Much hath been said, and various have been their con • 
.lectures :-Yet little hath been written, that can be of 
~ny service to those who want it most: Because these 
things have generally been published in large volumes. 
whicl1 most people either never hear of, or never see. 
And besides, manv of those treatises refer to authors, 
which the reader k"nows nothing of. And since all have 
the bible in their hands; I shall undertal~e, to lay be­
fore the reader, a plain account of jlls6fication as it is 
manifcsteu in the scripture. This :>hal1 be done, in a 
plain and artless manner, that every honest inquirer 
may be satified what the doctrine is. Most writers 
have had recourse to St. Paul's epistle to the Romans; 
in what they ha"e advanced upon this subject, and it 
may be proper for us to take a view of what is said in 
tbis epistle. 

P:'ri1<:ps there is no part of the New. Testament, 
which has been more misapplied by the ignorant, more 
''>Tested by the learned, and more falsely interpreted by 
the melancholy person, than the epistle to the Romans. 
All this mischief has been owing to a mistake of what 
was St. Paul's design in writing this epistle. People 
have fell intq this mistake, by picking out some de:' 
tached sentences from the middle of the epistle, with. 
out considerin!! their connexion with what went be~ 
fore, or foll()w~J after. And by that means, have lost 
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sight of the apostles argument, which is very clear and 
forcible, if rightly attended to. 

You kno\v, this epi$tle was directed and addressed to 
the saints at Rome, which at that time, was the most 
learned and polite city in the ""arid. AccordinglY9 
St. Paul makes use of all his art and address in writinO' 
this epistle. b 

In the i(we part of it, he takes notice, that Jews ancI 
Gentiles had embraced the christian relig;on. That 
the Gentiles by corrupting themselves, cmltrary to the 
law of nature; and the J e\\ s by disobeying' the law 
given them from hea\'en, were both bEcome liable to 
the wrath of God. Therefore, he says; As mall,1J as 
have sill ned 'li:itllUut the lilT~', shall alsu perish 'L£'ithuut 
the lmc,. as many as have sinned in the lcrJ), shull be 
judged by tlte law. (I: om. ii. 1 Q.) Then he proceeds 
to shew the insufficiently of both these laws, in point 
of justification. Since all have siuned, there mllst be 
an atonement, in order that God may be reconciled to 
man. 

This atonement cOllld not be effected by sinful men, 
for they could not redeem themselves. Redemption 
was completf.-d entirel) by Olll' blessed Saviour. WIlen 
this was done, Christ placed mankind under a new 
state of probation. In which, he told them what he 
had done to redeem tbem; and what they must do, in 
order to obtain the benefits of thai.: recfemption. What 
Chnst has done, is one thillg , and what is requirt"d of 
men to do, is another. We cannot be justified before 
God, by our obedience to any law wbatever; Lee are 
jl~stifiedfreely by the g"}',:ce r!.f God, !!:ruugh the redemp­
tion that is ilZ Jesus Omst. Rom. lll. ~H." " _ 

Notwithstanding o,the whole of the human--rnceare 
redeemed, none will obtain the be1l0{lts of that '1;e­

dempLion, but only' those, W~l? by theil~ obedien~~ to, 
the---laws of Christ, are qualified to -t.ecelve the gift ot 
eternal life. 
- Neither faith, nor obedience to the' ,laws of Christ, 

0. 
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nor both together are the cause of our being justified 
before God. 'Tis only the merits of Christ, that can 
avail before him, as the cause of our being received 
into his fa\'our. 

From this view of the subject; we shall see that St. 
Paul and St. James,-(who by some persons are sup­
posed to contradict each other) are perfectly consistent 
in what they say concerning justification.. Neither of 
them are treating of the cause of' justification, but the 
condition which is man's part to perform, in oruer 
that he may be justified by the merits of Christ. 

To make this point clear beyond· all dispute, let it 
be observed; that Goel proved the faith of Abraham 
two ways i-first he proposes to him certain things as 
lllatters of belief only: Such as these,.-that God would 
be his shield and great reward,-and give the land of 
Canaan to his posterjty: And last of alL that he should 
11:lVe a son in his old age, to inherit that land; and 
that the Saviour of the world should descend from that\ 
son. 

Abraham believed God in all these promises; and it 
'Was irnpuled to him fur Tigltteousness. This is what St. 
Paul asserts. 

Then the Almighty lays a command upon Abra­
ham to see if he would obe,lJ as well as believe. The 
command was to ofier lip his only son Isaac. l;:Iere' 
you may see, that not only faith wa~ required of Abra­
ham, but obedience to a divine command. This was, 
the good work, mentioned by St. James. He places, 
the argument in the same point of light. Was not, says 
l1e, Abraham our Jather justjjted by '(iJor/cs, 'when he had 
qffered Isa~s his son upon the altar'1 Seest thou Iwwfoitk 
·wrought 'l£'ltn Ius '(('()l/iS, and by ",corles was flith made 
per!l c~:' ,( Itomans i \'. 3.) In other words, it proved

t 
that IllS fanh, m tbe promises of God, was firm arid 
stedfast. 

St. Paul pr0\:ed Abraham's faith to be complete, 
lJecausc he believed what God had told hila. St. 
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James proved Abraham's faith to be complete, be .. 
cause he did what God commanded. 

I have prepared the subject now, to by before you 
a short and plain account of the doctrine of justifica­
tion, as cont:;line.d in the sacred scripture. J ustifica­
tion, not only signifies that our sins are pardoned, but 
we are entitled, through th(' merits of Christ, to the 
glories of a blessed immortality. The true state of 
justification, is briefly this,-That if we consider who it 
is that pronounces the sentence, it is Jeslls Christ only, 
as Judge of the hUl1lan race. If we consider what is the 
meritorious cause of our justification, it is only for the 
obedience,-the atonement and intercession of ollr bles­
sed Saviour, that we ar~ entitled to any favour, But 
if we have rt:~pect to what kind of (luahfications are 
to be found in us, before Christ will sufier us to be 
made partakers of the benefits of his atonement: Then 
we shall see, that we shall be judged, not by the law 
Adam was under before the first sin, but by the gos­
pel; for the covenant of grace, is the law designed for 
us; and our sinct re obedience to the new covenant, is 
the method appoinred by Christ to qualify us to be piu". 
takers of the benefits of redemption. In this view of 
the subject, it is plain, that in order to have a true 
knowledg~ of justification, you must take these three 
thin€?s into the account,-The sentence of the Judge­
The atonement and intercession of the Mediator-and 
the q~alificati~ns of the man. Take these distinctions, 
and YOLJ will make the scripture consistent. '''hen it 
means the sentence of the judge, It is God thatjustili. 
eth. (Rom. viii. ::33~) When it means the meritB of 
Christ are the cause of our justific::ttion, then It declares, 
That II!} him, (that is Jesus Christ) all that believe are 

justified. (Acts xiii. 39.) When it means the qualifi. 
cations in man, then it is expressed thus, Ey lIi.lj 'words 
shalt thou be justified, (Matt. xii. 37.) Justified by Jaith. 
{Rom. iii, ~8.) 

. Here it may be asked, provided our title to future 
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happiness depends entirely upon. the me~ts of Christ; 
why is every man judged accordmg to hIs works? 

In answer to this, let it be consid~red, that our title 
to happiness is one thing ?-<wd the degree of it is 
another. I suppose everyone will allow, that there will 
be difterent degrees of happiness in the state of bliss; 
And ther~ must be some reason why one will have a 
greater degree of' happiness than anotheL The merits 
of Chnst will be eqllally extended to ail that shall have 
auv degree of happiness :-Accordingly, if nothing is 
to 'be cOllsidered in jJ.ldgn.ent but tLe 111erits of Christ, 
then aJl the saints would ha,-e the very same degree of 
happiness. But St. Paul haq declared, That there is 
one glory of the sun,-another of the moon,-. and an­
otl1l'r glory of the stal S; for as one star dlfiereth ii'om 
another star in glory: So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. From which place Chrysostom infers, That 
though all the righteous shall be received into the king­
dOHl of heaven; yet they shall not all have the same 
degree of happiness. Though vessels of different di. 
mensions 111 11) be all fllll, yet they do not all hold the 
same quantity. Though everyone receive a crown, 
yet those crowns are not of equal, lustre.-Whereas 
some shall shine as the sun, others will be fainter, and 
others will only twinkle as the smaller stars. 

Our tItle to happine&s is founded in the ransom Christ 
paid to redeem LIS, and in his intercession for our accep~ 
tance before God; but then, each man will be judged, 
exactly accoroing to his conduct; that men and ang~ls, 
and an created intelligencies, may see that he is dealt 
with, exu~tly according to the design and spirit of the 
last dispensatioq, given by Christ. In this dispens~tion, 
Eternal life is thefree p)ji Qf God. But then, that man 
might be capable .to recive this gift, he must obey the 
gospel; wInch ~]ll produce a right ternper for the ce­
lestIal state. We are to be rewarded in a future state' 

- , 
bl~t the ~'e,,:ard is the free bounty of heaven, and yet' 
'~Ill be dIstnb~t~d e~actly according to our conduct.-. _ 
1'1-0111 hence, It IS eVldent we are saved by free grace 
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And mercy, and yet our own endeavours must be exef(­
ed, in order to be fitted to receive the fn'ollr. 

This plain account of justification must give you ~ 
clear view of what the doctrine is. That justification 
is the sentence of the Judge; and not the act of him 
that stands at the bar to be judged. 

l\1ay this view of the subject give you comfort and 
consolation, while you are here; and when you leave 
this world, and your state of probation is ended, may 
you by the merits of Christ, be entitled to the glorie~ 
pf a blessed immortaliti~ . 



SECTION XII. 

In 'lvlzich will be given a short account qf the excellenfJU 
Q[ the common prayer. ' 

THl!: design of public worship, is,-_ That we shou1q 
all, with one heart and with one month adore God, pe­
tit jon bim for those things we want, pray to him for 
the continuance of such as we possess, and praise him 
for the favours we er.joy, more especially for redeeming 
love. 

'We are required to do this, not under a view of in­
forming God of any thing, or of persuadiNg him to al­
ter his -measures :-But in order to alter us, and to bring 
our wills to a due submission to the will of God, that 
we may have slIch a temper of mind, as it may be prop­
er for him to bestow his favours upon llS. This is the 
end [or which prayer hath been enjoined. All the 
mod8s of religion should be so regulated as may best 
promote the piety and devotion of those who attend 
upon it. It is plain, there Gan be no such thing as pub­
lic worship without a form. Provided a minister has 
no form himself; yet the words he uses in prayer, are. 
a form to all those who join with him in their public 
devotions. And they cannot have any other public or 
social worship, besides those very words he uses, whethQ 
er they like them or not. 

And indeed all worshipping assemblies have forms 
printed, and make use of them. Is not singiBg of 
psalms a part of divine worship? an!! mankind cannot 
do this part of worship without a written form.-If it 
should be attempted, it is easy to see that the greatest 
eonfusion must ensue. And there may as great confu­
sion arise from extemporary prayer, as by !3inging ex­
temporary. 

There is sllch a thi~g as a man's being proud of his 
humility ;-and there is such a thing as a man's being 
proud of his praying extemporary. And pray 'tell me, 



which of the two things is most odious? When a man 
is proud of his gifts in payer as it is called, ve:'y illl~ 
properly, and it is discovered, as it often is, by the de~ 
vout person, it certainly spoils his devotion, and throws 
him into tne greatest cunfusion. 

lVhen a pious and devout sou], hath entered into the 
church of God, with a design to worship him in spirit 
and in truth ;-and considers in whose awful presence 
he is, and the congregation ready to join with him, and 
he with his knees bowed down to the earth, and his 
eyes, heart and hand lifted up to heaven :-And sup­
pose 3. proud' arrogant young man, ignorant of the 
world, of himself~ and of the religion of Jesus, should 
be the person to dictate the prayer of the congrega­
tion; and he should, instead of praying in a hllmble~ 
devout, and decent manner, spend the greatest part of 
what ought to have been' prayer, in telling the AI. 
mighty, in expressions proper to flatter the vamty of 
man, how great he is, what he is, what he can do, ana 
what he must do: J\nd in a commanding tone of VOice, 
dictate him how he shan do it. Under these circum­
stances, what would be the confusion of a devout eon­
gregation? That such things, or something similar, has 
happened, is too evident to be denied. 

I would by no means, be understood, that this is 
the case of ~ll those who make lise of extemporary 
prayer. I believe there are many worthy and judicious: 
men, who use it, and do the best they can to promote 
the devotion of the people. And perhaps many wish 
for a reform in the business, but are not able to bring 
it about. 

Under these circumstances, would it not be natural 
to inquire, Whether a form of prayer, well digested 
and properly worded, with such expressions, in which, 
a congregation might all unite, would not be prefera­
ble to extemporary prayer? If this should be the result 
of the enquiry, that a good form would be a great ad. 
vantaO'e to the sincere christian in his devotion : Would 
it not ~lat'ura.lly lead to enquire, \vhGther, all thingscon~ 



sidered, a better form of prayer for public worship Can 
be drawn up, than that of the common prayer of the 
church of England? This enquiry may be ans\\'ered 
best, by taking a view of the excellency of that. most 
edifying service. 

In this divine sel;vice, there is none of those vain 
disputations, and impertinent controversies, which have 
been raised to the great distnrbance of the church.­
There are no new opinions, or airy speculations, which 
only serve to tickle men's ears, and please their fan~ 
cies, and so divert tlleir thoughts fi:om the spirit of de­
votion. 

If you will take a serious view of this service, you will 
find llothing assert ed, but what is agreeable to God's 
w:).'d; nothing prayed for, but according to his prom­
ise; nothing enjoined as a duty. but what is agreeable 
to his co-mmands; nothillg' said or done, but what is 
t;'I'a\'e and sober, solemn alld substantial; nothing but 
"',l:1t is proper for the worship of the great Jehovah. 

There is nothing necessary to be kno'tlm, but we are 
tclltgltt it; nothing necessary to be done, but we are en­

joined it; nothing nece:)sary to be obtained, but we pray 
lor it. In tins service, we ask every thing in the name 
of Christ; which is the only way, by which we can 
obtain wb~t we llesire; and by consequence, the most 
proper ivay to'build llS up in our most holy religion.­
Let us suppose a number of sober and devout chris­
tians (slIetl as we all shonld be) met together to per­
form tbeir public devotions to Almighty God; evel,), 
one of which had lift up his SOIII to GoJ, implorinO' his 
assistance in the performance of so great a work,oand 
accordingly are now ready to set about it. 

After the minister ha; read some proper places of 
scripture, that may fit and prepare the minds of the 
congresatiul1 to ~ppl'Oach their Maker; and lest any 
sh.ou,ld 10 a thou~ll~less D:anner, nll~h into the pres~nce 
of (jod; the lTIlt11ster, ltl a very grave exhortation 
addresses the people to consider the importance of the 
business they ;~re about to enter upon. . . 



Our minds being brollght into a right frame and 
temper, we all, both hlinister and people, prostrate 
oUJ'sel ves before th~ Mos~ High God, conjessing, upon 
OLir knees, the mamfold SIl1S that we have committed. 
·Which c,mtession is &0 contrived, that the whole con. 
gJegaliOl~ may join in it. And while we are thus up­
Ol] our knees, tile minister rises up, a~ld pronounces 
and declares, that God will pardon all those who sin­
cerely r,epent and be.lieve the gospel. And according 
to ollr faith so shall It be done unto us. When this is 
done, we :l.lldress God as oLlr Father. in that divine 
form, which he hath taught us. And then we pro­
ceed to praise God, in hymns and psalms appointed to 
be used. 

lLn-ing thus praised God, ollr hearts are composed 
with all attention to hear what God hath told us in the 
sacred scripture; havin£; heard God speaking in his 
h )ly word, we then adore him in that sacred and hea~ 
venly hymn called the Te Deum. By using this hymn, 
our souls are upon the wing, and rised up to tl~e high­
est pitch of admiration, and are in earnest to hear, the 
mystery of Gur redemption, from the sacred gospeI.­
At the end of which, we praise God, that he hath re­
vealed these things to us; and acknowledge our belief 
of the scripTUre, by repeating the apostles' creed, which 
contains the sum of them. 

Thus ends the daily service, with proper collects and 
prayers, together with a general thanksgiving for all the 
farours we enjoy, spiritllal and temporal. 

But upon the Lord's-day, \Vednesdays, and Fridays, 
the litany is appointed to be used; a service that com­
prehelld; all, and every thing that we can possibly de­
sire of . God Alt?ighty, eithe,r for ourselv~s, or others. 
A s~rVlce, that IS the best calculated to faISe o.ur devo­
tion to ~he highest pitch of ardour, of any thll~g that 
the wit of man ever hath invented. Indeed It IS so se­
raphic, that it is zvident, the· images were taken from 
revelation. 

H 
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In tae next place, we proceed to the communion 
service' the excellency. of which, is sO great, and so 
plain, timt I need 110t say any thing in commendatio~ 
of it. 

That nothing may be wanting to build us up in om 
most holy 6jth, our church hath appointed a Senn011 
to h.e preacbed, which if found, plaill, and practical~ 
as it ought to be, emmot but .be very ~l.d vantageous, to 
the pions christian. Apd would be a means to. eXClte 
him to participate of that ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, as often as he .had opportullity. 

ThE' excellent:y of the liturgy of our chlJrch, iG so 
c:1lcubtcd, tInt the]';:' is nothing \\'~li,ting jo recom G 

mend it to every christian, but only a s:e~dy and con~ 
stant usc of jt. Those who find fault with it, never 
have \lscll it, and do not understand how to lise it.­
And hOT}' 1::1' then can their judgment Ot opinion about 
it. be reheJ upon ?-.For what can a man know con­
cerning tho,;' things of which ne l1ever had any trial; 
and iJ destitute of thaJ knowledge by which it is to be 
made. Tbe person who is qm.tlified to pass a judg­
ri1ent in this case, must be one, who hath used, both a 
set form ot.pr:1yer, and the extemporary mode of' worg 
ship. Such a nlan is able ami is q lIalified to determine 
which of the~ two modes of worship is the oest, and, 
l110st conuncive to raise devotion, to the highest degree 
tbat mortals are capable of 111 this imperfect stat~. 

And may all those who attend upon the service of 
our church, tut.:e care to worship God in body and 
minJ ~ tb;lt they always use those postures of the body, 
th., t are most exp:"essive .of' their reverence to. God, in 
that part of the service where it ifi enjoined. For the 
ttompel: of the soul may greatly be efiected by the pos. 
ture, oJ the body. We ~re to worship God with our 
bodies and om" Bouls, whIch are his. 

Anotl!cr ~hing which ought by no means to be for~ 
g?ttC~1, 1S th:s, that every person who is worshipping 
Go~ 111 publIc, should b~ careful to speak out with an 
f1w.hble, but 1lUlnble VOIce, ail the parts of the liturgy 
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enjgined. him to use. This is bodily worship, as much 
as kneeImg. And by a constant and pious practice of 
this excellent service, our souls will be raised above the 
world, and approach the regions of bliss, and be blesq 
sed by the God they worship. 

There is another observation, to which I wish every 
One might pay attention; alld that is, that everyone 
might observe in what mallner the scripture is read to 
them in the church through the year. In the method 
it is appointed to be done, constitutes the best mode of 
teaching pure, genuine christianity that can possibly be 
formed. For the scriptures appointed to be read ii·onr 
Chrlstm:13 to Triility Sunday, lay before llS, the various 
step, and the whole history of what Christ has done to 
redeem fallen man. And from Trinity Sunday to Ad. 
vent, the church hath wisely pointed mIt those scrip~ 
tllres to be read, which acquaint fallen man, what he, 
by the assistance of tbe Divine Spirit, must dOJ in or­
der to obtain the benefits of that redemption. And as 
at the close of this mortal SC€lle, we must all appear at 
the bar of Christ's judgment-seat, to receive a sentence 
according to our conduct :-:.-30 the church has provi­
ded, that in the close of the year, in the four .sundays 
in Advent, we are taught in the genuine language of 
heaven, that we must aH be judged hy that very law 
which Christ himself hath gi\<en to the church. 

80that in the compass of the year, we are taught,from 
pure scripture, read w us in the church, what Christ 
hath done to redeem us; and what we must do to Obd 
tain the beneHt., of that redemption. 

When all these things, so advantageous to pror.{)o~e 
piety and goodness, are to be f?und in the service of 
our church, and not to be found 111 any other mode of 
worship whatever; how much does it COl1cem all, tb~t 
they uever fail to give their attendance as often as It 
is llsed? For the time when they are absent, they lose 
that instruction from scripture which they might enjoy 
if thev were present and O':lVC· their attention to it.=--

.I - 'b 1 • {' II 
'('his f:1:.!<:.t. be sufficient to comm:mn thp. attenhon 0 a . 
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SECTION XII. 

An e.~11IOrtation tft} engage people iii the practice qf ever!! 
christian duty. 

THE great el'lc1 and desictD of true religion, is, to­
train mel! IIp in the practice gr every "irtue while they 
are in this world, that they may be qualified for the hap~ 
piness of that which is to come. 

This has been God's design in all his institutions of 
religion, f)'om the beginning of the wodo, that he might 
bring mallkina to submit to his will, and beeome a pe­
culiar people, zealous of good works. This was his 
purpose in calling the patriarchs to go out and leave their 
natl\'e land. Tbis was his design in giving the Jews a­
law, by which they were "listinguished hom all people 
upon earth. This was the end and intent of his send. 
ing his Son into the world, v,'ii:h the clearest evidence 
fo~' the truth of our most holy religion. 

There are so many errors crept into this religion, that 
it becomes necessary to point out in the plainest man­
ner, what true religion is. The apostle, under inspira­
tion, hath enumerated some of the most inf~tl1ible and 
positive characters of true religion, in these words,­
"Pure religion, and undefiled before God and the 
" :F~lt:ler, is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
" t[;e;r aftliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
" tbe worl(l." 

It is necessary for llS to understand what true religion 
is,-thc advantages that would accrue to us, if we 
practice it,-the assistance of the Divine Spirit to ena. 
ble us to do sO', and the obligations we are under, to 
fo!low '."here tbe spirit of the gospel directs us. 

There ar~ two tc xts of scripture, which are often 
used by unuelicvers,'and urged against the authenticity, 
of .tli:lt written revelation, in Which, they are cOlltaine~!. 
F?r my ll~·rt, says one, all my religion is contained, in 
'YI};:t O:1C of the .J cwish prophets says,-" In doing jus-
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"tiee, loving mercy. and walking humbly \vith W'Y 

G d " F ' . "0 or my part, says another, the apostle James 
has exactly hit upon my notions of religion, that it 
consists-" In visitin~ the fatherless and the widows, 
" and keeping myself unspDtted ii'om the world." 

Doubtless these texts contain the very wm and sub~ 
stance of true religion. But if the men saw the im­
port 0;' these text~" :ll1d how much is implied in them. 
I am I illy persuaclt::d, they would be ready to make as 
many new Objd·tious to these, :\.S any other trutbs con~ 
tained in t:,e ~cril)ture. At least, I am sure, that the 
temper of the \\-orld in general, is directly OHJosi,c2 tf. 
th~ spirit of these texts. . 

When St. James speaks of visiting the fatherless and 
widows, in their afI:l.iction, he doubtless includes, under 
thei>e, all the tenuer oftlces of sympathy and love which. 
we owe to one anotber. 

The fatherless and widows are named, as being gE'l1~ 
erally, the greatest objects of distress; but t1,e precept. 
taken in its true spirit, relates to that charitable, be~ 
nevolent, God-like temper of mind, which those han.:. 
who are governed and directed in all their actions, by 
the spirit of truth. 

True faith, is a meek, humble, self-denying resig~ 
nation of the whole man, £1'0111 a conviction of his own 
inability to save himself: He kno,vs he has done no~ 
thing~ nor ever can do any thing to redeem himself. 
This is done lw Christ. For which favour be is Lctad 
by the stricte~t ties and bonds of gratitude to shew 
every kindncs,> to his fellow creatures, which is in his 
power. 

From this divine union of faith and Jove, springs up 
that charity, which in its most enlarged and tmlimited 
'sense derives blessing to all that are within its reach; 
an,d from hence, in all its fair and beauteous branches~ 
it is cherished and enlivened. 
, The very essence of religion, is the love of God 
shed abroad in OUl' hearts, and flowing from thence, 
in cophus streams into the afflicted breasts of the poor" 
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the widnw and the fatherless. 'the o:nission of a.ny 
one of' the least of these duties of love, is an offence 
more hellious in the sight of heaven, than a thousand 
errors III uoct. ine. 

Let u;; bp. as orthodox as we can, let us hear as ma­
ny good sermons and cinversatiolls as po~sible :- Bu,t 
for heaven's sake, and for our souls' sake, let us not Vie 

olate, in the minutest instance, any thing of this eternal 
law of love. 

Thus you see the excellency of the laws of the 
christian religion: But in orotr that you may be ena­
bled to live a life agreeable to these laws, Christ has 
pmchased the assistance of the DivIlle Spirit, and gives 
it to the members of his church; not as a rule for their 
eO.Hiuet, but to assist them in obeying the laws of 
Cbnst; and warning them, to attend to those things 
contained in the written revelation. We should alo 
ways seek for, and cherish the assistance of this blessed 
spirit. 

Blessed be God, there is no man without the assist­
ance of the Divine Spirit, no sinner but he is reprov~ 
ed by this Spirit for his evil deeds. The Divine Spir­
it is a friend who speaks to mankind, at all times and 
seasons, in the hurry of the day, and in the silent 
shades of the night; amidst the anxiety of expectation, 
and the ardour of possession i-vigorously remonstra­
ting against every sinful suggestion, and sharply rebuk~ 
ing the mind for every sinful act. . " 

The pride of man, does not like the frequent apo 
pearallce of this Heavenly messen~er~ and treats him 
many times with disdain. Go thy way for this times 
was the language of voluptuous greatness, to an inspir .. 
cd apostle; go thy way for this' time, is still the land 
guage of every man of the world, when he is checked 
or interrupted in his vicious and lawless pursuits, by the 
voice of this inward monitor. His language is,-Why 
art thou perpetually intruding on my hours of business, 
pleasure, or repose? and teaz;ing and disquietincY me-
with thy ill-timed admonitions and rebukes? ::> 



-How many -instances are there, in ,,,l.:ch men havL 
giVl'U such ras!l ,11,(\ ilupati(:"ll' ,LlSWl'r.; to the Spirit of 
Gud? when some darling pas:--lOn hath importunatdy 
sOlicited fiJI' immediate iI1l1I:lc'l'llce? 

But VI ho is tll;" messeIJger~' this inward witness (-It 
is no other, than the eternal ~pirit of thy God and tby 
Redeemer, who by continually opposing the langu~!gt 
ot truth to the spirit of error, hath been endeavOLIri;,g, 
to free thy soul from the state of bOlidage, and to bring 
it illto a state of perfect libeny. 

I fear mally mIstake death for Lfe, misery for hap­
piness, time for eternity. Thy wili and :;\ft~ctiol1s have 
been fixed upon objects which cannot give the pleas­
ures; turned fr'm thy God, the true and only source 
of goodness and happiness, to 'work wickedness in the 
elements of sin and dal kness. When we follow the 
maxims of the world, all is darkness, disorder and dis~ 
quietude: But when we pursue the way the gospel hath 
pointed out, then ,ve shall, by the assistance of the 
Divine Spirit, have a clear and distinct vitw of those 
things that belong to our peace. 

Let us all remember, there is a time at hand, when, 
light as we may think of the blessings we nQw enjoy, 
we shall most ardently long for the support that religion 
afiords, and the consolation of the Holy Spirit. When 
hnguishing with sickness, and oppressed with pain, it 
1,3 God alone who softens our pillow, and supplies us 
with inward strength; when tottering with age, and 
bowed down with infirmities, it is he alone who can be 
our rod and staff. And when the lamp of life, is so 
near expiring, that we can scarcely see our passage to 
the verge of time, it is he alone that can light up the 
lamp of God in our hearts, and conduct us through the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, to the bright re:­
giOllS of celestial glory. 

Too many there are, that cannot bear to be told the 
necessity of a holy life; that they must have a right­
eous telllper, in some measure like to that of Christ's. 
~uch persolls w~lll'eply, they know o~ no righteousness, 
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;AJt UnlV tl'at imputed by Christ. Ifwe may judge from 
i he cOllver:iatioll of sllch a person, we mllst dunk, he es~ 
::::ems him!df absolutely perfect; if we judge from his 
';nacticc and actions, he i~ very far from It. These per. 
:,0i13 make no distinction between that righteousl1esc> by 
,,'hich we arc j l1&tified; and that inherent holiness which 
Ti,s us to It'cein: the gift of eternal 1it~. Our o!Jelti~ 
ence to the diviw; la~N, determines the degl ee, nul the 
title, to om huppill'c'so;,-Yet Hlany christmlls seem per. 
iecd'.' indifferent, ','.ilat degree of ti1;s hapl;iness "ildt 
be t!~ei!'s. If tile? can get to heaven, it matters not 
W;lat th~ir h:lFf,mess i,;, Sllch persol1~ !l.re putting off, 
11112 lHCjl,lr~tli-:::i, tcn the eternal world to a tuture (:ety • 
.il,llY tin}!!, n<l:el' the·,n the present, is generaHy allotted 
i(}l,this bu~,iness. Any means, rather than those which 
Chri~)t b.~h ~IFVJinted, are generally pitc;;cd upon--
1,~/b8n We cl));idcr wbat advantages we have; buw can 
we put off thi::; business one moment. when we know 
"il' are not sure of the next? r~'l1en we comider wlwt 
(·,ur bJ2:ic.c:d 1'3,:~·i;jc,,' iDS done for us, how can ','ie for. 
bc::ar clyilg out, O~ my bicssed Saviour! what do I see? 
Vlhat manifestations of thy desire of my happiness? 
\.';'L,t p2~ii1s bast thou Ecndured to make u:e happy for~ 
ever ?-.-What manner of love is this? 

The~e .contell1p!a.tioll~J whidJ are proper for us, must 
c;1rry our souls, ii'om earLhly objects, into the regions of 
glory; they leave tbis. world, arise till they get be:f()l"e 
the tbrone of God; they ta;-:e a view of that \vorJd, 
\vhere there i:; no noise, but that of hallelujahs. In 
that blessed place, there is no .discontent, no war, no 
disscnsians; there all agree, and are all one church, and 
live in love and harmony inexpressible. The pious 
soul, swallowed in admiration,-cries out, Lord Jesus, 
1:1ve me my portion in heaven, I desire no more; it is 
ail. I aim at. It is all Lha~ is uppermost in all my pur­
smts. 0 that I may obtalll that blessed state, by the 
atonement and intercesl>lon of my adorable Relicemero 

'Vhen millio,ns of ages are passed, the happiness and 
610ry to the nghteous will be as it were begi~nlDg.=-



All these favours are the effects of Christ's love to m~Uln 
kind. Can we then raise the ecstasies of our joy too 
high; or our acclamation of praise be too much exalt .. 
ed? Or, the manifestation of our gratitude be too COHM 

spicuous! No! Nothing that is infinite as these favour: 
are, can ever meet with an adequate retnrn from the 
praises of finite mortals. This is all that it required ~ 
and all that we can give, to acknowledge the favour re­
ceived. 

Thus I have laid before you some of those great ob. 
jects, whiL:l relate to your eterna.l state. I have en­
deavoured to introduce you, into a proper method, to 
understand the nature of true religion.-The design of 
God, in giving of you snch a religion, and the way to 
discover the true character of your own hearts. Let 
these sentiments fix your future conduct. Let your 
life be regulated by the will of Him who made and re.­
deemed you; and then you cannot fail of being eter .. 
llally happy. 

I 
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QUESTIONS, &c. 

I SHALL suppose my readers to have considered 
with care and candour what I have advanced in the 
foregoing sl~eets; arid I shall now propose a few plain 
material questions; which if honestly answered, may 
cast some light upon true religion, 

QUESTION I. \Vere not the apostles appointed by 
Christ, the first and chief ministers in his kingdom ?-. 
And did they not, by virtue of the commission he gave 
them, govern the clergy and laity during their lives, 
.(i,cconling to the laws given to the church? 

Q~;F~ST. II. Do not aU christians allow, that the apos .. 
ties cX\2[cised this power in tLe same manner, as it is 
hid down in the preceding question? 

QUEST. JII. Can we suppose, that the apostles acted 
contrary to the express direction of Christ, in the gov­
ernment of the church? If not, must not the govern~ 
ment they ~xercised be according to the spirit of the 
Jaws of Christ's kingdom ;-01' in other words, be of 
divine appointment? 

(~UEST. IV. Have the apostles acquainted u::;, that 
there was another rule given from heaven for the gov­
ernment of the church, that was to take place after th~y 
,,;ere dead,<diflerent from that by which they govern~d 
it, \'.l1en alive? 

CCEGT. V. If there has been no law given for the 
government of the church since the time of the apos­
tles, must we not tal,ze that law for the O'overnment of 

< b 

jt 1W'Zi" by 'wh:ch the apostles governed it i,l1 their time? 



QUEST. VI. Can any man, 11111('ss he has the S3mt~ 
office, which the apostles had, just1y claim the same 
authority in the gc,vernment of the chUJch, "hich the 
apostles exercised in the discipline of elders, or pres­
byters? 

QUEST. VII. If the apostolic Ottlcc died wIth the 
apostles, where shall we find in the church now, suei. 
an officer as has a right, according to the gospel COJl­

stitution, to discipline an offending presbyter ,., 

QUEST. VIII. ,Vas not the governrnent of the chmr'h 
exercised by the apostles, exactly the ~~amc with thClt 
of episcopacy? 

QUEST. IX. Must not episcopacy ol'iGll1atc, eith.::r 
from the ilZ'L'::nfton Qf men, or from diz'ine appointmcnt ? 
If from the invention of men, ','i):c:'e was the place, 
when was the time of its being done? Who were the 
men that invented it? Where are the laws by which it 
was constituted? '\Vbat ancient writer is ther~ that sup­
ports it? If none of these things can be speciiicll, mll".L 
we not then reject the notion that episcopacy, is the 
invention of men; and acknowledge it to be of divine 
appointment? 

QUEST. X, Can we conceive any possible ,,'ay or 
method by which episcopacy could be introduced into 
the church, but ollly by apostolical institut.ion ?~Or, 
which is tantamount, by the appointment of Christ 
himself? Was it not the form of the government of the 
church in the time of the apostles? Has it not been 
the form of the government of the church llnivend 
ever since? \Va~ there any other kn11 of go\'(.'rnnwnt 
known in ~my p;:ut of the christian churcll for HOO 
years after Christ? 

QUEST. XI. \Vhat do those, who 'deny episcopacy, 
object to this ?-!)on't they say, that the ap()stle~ left 



68 

the church nnder a presbyterian .fol·nz of government 
when they died; although it was episcopal when they 
were alive ?,~ 

QUEST. XII. If there was a time when there were 
no christians in the whole world, but only presbyterians, 
then if episcopacy was the invention of men, must it 
not be said, it was the invention of presbyterians? Will 
the presbyterians undertake to prove this to be a fact? 
And\. f this is not true, can they support their scheme? 

'10 Those who affirm that the apostolic office is not to continue to' 
the end of the world, but died with the apostles, ought to consider, 
that what they assert wdnts two things to render it creditable. One 
I, it wants the air of truth; the other, the evidence of the fact. 

THE .END. 




