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EXPLANATIO;\". 

The duties of my calling requiring my presence:11 Broc\{ville a. few 

days since, a friend put into my hand, a Sermon (so called) by the Rev. 

E. Denroche, Episcopal Clergyman of that town, wh ich I attentively 

perused, I must confess, with minglcd feelings of grief and disgust. It 

professes to be, 'An Apology for the doctrine of Scriptural Temperar.ce, 

or the Church of Christ the true Temperance Society;' but is, in fac:, 

(despite the Rev. Author's laboured declaimer) a virtual 'Committal to 

Intemperance. And if I am not in error, is aptly illustrated by the 

fOllowing colloquy:-

Darby,-" I say, Paddy, that same drinkin's the ruination of ~uld 
Ireland, .,n' more nor that, I'll maintain-" 

Paddy,-" Bad manners to yes-now honld yer tongue-Arrah I 
what'd ye be at, at ail, at all, without the whiskey? \Y haed become of 
our Fairs) an' Palruns, an' our \Vakes. an our bllryin'sJ without tbe 
drop?" 

In my humble opioion, there arc sentiments and statements in the 

, Preach' referred to, which require considerable straitening-and foras. 

much as the Rev. Gentleman has honored his humble servant with a 

passing notice in Ihal same production, a number of Reasons press upon 

me (with a force amounting nearly to Moral obligation) the onorous duty 

of offering a few Strictures upon it, by way of ImpI'ovemt>ll, to be pre­

"en ted to the 'Candid Public,' as eircumstances may authoIize or dictate. 

Prescott, May, 1810. 
THE AUTHOR. 



TO THE CANDID PUBLIC, 

Shoulli an invading foreign foe madly Oarf' 
to cross our frontier boundary and murder, maim, and 
piunier, and otherwise mal· treat our countrymen and 
friend~, and attempt to drag others into hopeless captivity. 
what excitement and alarm would very properly obtain at 
once, throull'hout the whole community! The fearful tidings 
would fly as on the wings of the wind! Solemn assemblies 
would be promptly convened-Voluntary Msociations 
would be extensively formed-the entire mass of human 
intelligencies would be on the alert. and those persons who 
displayed the most honest zeal and made the greatest sacri· 
fices would be justly esteemed as the best [riend of the 
country. 

Under such circumstances there would be little danger 
of incurriflg the charge of fanaticism or undue excitement. 
On the contrary. eHry person who should be found lln~"­
cited would be both considered and treated as crim.inallll 
indifferent to the National weal, if not as very traitors iiI 
the Nation's bosom. 

But comparatively how very trifling would be the amount 
of real evil resulting from any such invasion, when contra~· 
ted with Ihe depredations committed on society by A In,· 
holic Drinks! To you, I need not enter into the detail".· 
It is now admitted (what it would indE'ed be weakness l~, 
deny) that no \jar was ever waged, half so bBrbarouA-5,) 
destructive of jftoperly, of morals. ,If liberty, of peace, (;" 
purity, of happiness, and of hfe.-none so E'xtensive and 
unrelenting, as is the Alcoholic crusade. The Army i~ 
well nigh innu'1lerable-its progress is marked with suner· 
ing, crime and blood, while desolation and death follow in 
its train. The subjects of its fearful but inhuman spolia. 
tions and butcheries are our own frif'nd~. ki"dre" Bn.J "l!ow 
beings, aDd their interests personal, social, pecuniary anc! 
spiritual, present, future, 'nd eternal; while anguish and 
loss, trouble and disgrace, more or less, are inflicted upon 
all, at the same time. Is it then 10 be wondered 8t, if the 
public should become alarmed 1 if they should concert meB-



sures for resbting to the utmost the potent foe? if they 
.. lllOuld associate together and resolve to dispute every inch 
of the enemy'd progress, by every lawflLl means within lhpir 
Dower? and if thHY should pn'ss upon aJllhe duty of r~fraill' 
ing from assistir:g the [De in any way; and of uniting ht'lIr: 
till' with them in eirecting his uller Ji.Judgment and OHr· 
th~ow? Assnredl~' such a c{)tlrs~ of conduc~ would be most 
reasona ble-would be a necessary JUly. Excitement there 
oUl(ht to be. And excitement must rise high indeed to be 
commensurate with the greatneFs of the el'il. To effect 
any thing important, the interest taken must be deep and 
I'raclkal, as well as extensive. What then mllst be thctJ.ght 
Ilf persons who in full view of the dread and accumulated 
evils inflicted and inflicting on mankind by tyrant Alcohol, 
manifest no excitement, and take no proper interest in the 
general safety of those who arc rath .. r disDo~pd to spf'ak fli' 
"orably of him and palliate his doings? h it not fair to 
argue from thesp facts that they afe in ",J,-rJe degree unot>r 
hi, influence? Therf' is certainh' much I!reater dall~er "f 
being too much inflUEnced by 'Wine and ~Irong Drink. 
than again.,! them ~ The history "f pvt>ry co!)test pruves 
titat there has always been those who ,idf'U with the enemy; 
and during the progress of the Grt'Rt Moral Enterprize 
which for twelve years past has been vigorously maintaimd 
in order to remove the awful curse of Intemperance frlJlII 
OIU world, its friends have never lacked for both masked 
and open enemies. In former years I recollect reading 
'Reasons fur not joining a Temperance Society, by a Cler. 
~yman. I have heard of another in the lan!ruage of exulta· 
tion boasting that himself and his flock hac! not joined 
themselves to a Temperance Society. (.A fact no doubt 
quite easily proved.) I have also seen 'Lectures' by a 
modern Bishop, in which the Temperaq,ce Association 
comes in for its full share of pious oppl,iLion; for the 
Bishop 8s~ures all who have ears to hear it. upon the faith 
of hi" lawn slppvps. that the snccp~q of tflf~ Tf'mppranc" 
Refllrmation, will be the triumph of Infidelity. And I had 
hardly recovered my wonted steadiness of nerves, after 80 

alarming an announcement, \l hen lo! another Revd., and of 
the same Anti·Temperance clique too, mounts the stage, and 
like an honest man, proclaims what he calls, 'the trlle slate 
of the Temperance movement,' affirmillg unhesitllltingly that 
'it is at 8 stand,' it moveth not, and then with his·next breath 
ralls loudly upon his 'ChristialL bretOren' to help him 'drag 
the wheels,' and Slop the mo\ionl ... maoh.ne !! But tbe 
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enterprize has lived and prospered notwithstanding. The~e 
pleaders for Baal have, one after another, failed in Iheir 
Opp05ilion, and so far a$ Ihe subject of Tl'mperaoce is con­
cerned, have sunk ioto their deserved obscurity. In Ihe 
glorions success of Ihe onward movement, they 'have been 
well nigh forgotten, for 

, Letheon gulfs receive them as they fall, 
And da"k oblivion soon dissolves them all.' 

Even the famolls Bull of Bishop Hopkins, seot forth to 
warn those of the wickedness (1 thei1' way, who werl', poor 
souls, in their igllorallce and impiety. ardu(lusl~' pursuing 
their work of Mercy, by saving a~ many human beings "~ 
possible from the Maelstrom of Intemperance; even tlJ1~ 
proved an abortion, and ha.iog 'deocended to the tombs 01 
Ihe capulets,' I bfgan to indulge the fOlll! hope, thaI the 
enterprize would in future be Ifft 10 pursue its kind and a,~· 
tive purposes, if unassisted, :Vl't unmolested, by high toned 
Clergymen and professors of the Saviour's Religion, llut 
it was a delusive dream. Another minister and some of 
his fiock are I!reatly, greatly disturbed at lhese ceaspless 
telforts against Intemperance. A 'strong one' ha" just sprung 
into the path, oul of his thicket at Brockville. His Wfar"!)" 
.,! war are fearfully displayed, and if the enterprize '!iHf"; 

to proceed the result must be of a most shudrlerill~ rhar3c, 
ter. This modern Samson, blind though .he be, is making 
a mosl desperate effort to get hold of the pillars oftne Tern· 
perance fabric; and should he in his I!ropings chance 10 

find them, and his strength prove sufficient for the tasl" 
ralher than nol succeed he will perish with ourselves be­
neath its ruins. If any inquire 'who is this deadly foe of 
the Temperance Sociely? Himself shall tell you in his 
'Sermon.' He is a 'Spiritllal Councillor,' a 'Divinely com­
missioned Ambassador' of Christ. But why is so sacrcd, 
so elevated a personage, so decidedly arrayed against so 
innocent, so useful and so scriptural a means of effecting 
!!"reat and unspeakable goot!? Ie it hecause there is neither 
Selfishness nor drunkenness in Ihe Parish of St. Peters or 
the world that he muet needs fall foul of benevolence nnel 
sobriety? Or is it because 'dancing' and other 'festivities' 
are much in vogue in tha~ parish, and as these 'sports' are 
usually in close alliance Wilh the use of 'Winp. and Stro.ng 
Drink,' if Dot dependant thpreon, therefore the Rev. Gt'ntle­
man's conscience will not allow him tu administer any other 
than the 'Saenmenlal Pledge? Or, bas the f:ncreasing 
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splendour of tile Temperance day, made manifest that Sl. 
Peter's incumbent and parishioners are not clear in thi~ 
maller, and feeling hke some of old when they said, 'Mas. 
ter, 80 saying thou reproache~t us also,' their ire is eltcil~d 
against the light that renders it 1111comfortable for a ')IIllIS· 
ter of Christ to send a few bottles of \Vine' to his parish. 
ioners upon Ihe occasion of their marriage, &c. in ord~r to 
a carouse or a modern 'merry making.' Be Ihis as it rnav, 
enmity rankles in his breast, and certain hateful Pamphlet~ 
from ;Perth' and 'Prescott' havin.g found their way into his 
Pari&h, and as it would seem 'touched him upon the Taw,' 
the result is an 'Opposition' '~ermlln'; and as it frequelllly 
happenF, 'like priest like pope,' so certain 'Church members 
and others,' earnestly 'requfst' that the 'Srrmon on Chris· 
tian Temperance,' be printed that the World may reap the 
hfnefit of Iheir Pastor's Anti· Temperance labours. The 
'Presbyterian (Kirk') and 'Presbyterian (Wesleyan) mini,· 
lers,' it seems have given huge ofl'<nce; the latter by speak. 
ing against Ihe 'great evil of Inlemperance' and the former 
by condem:1ing ·the customs, and practices through wl,ieh 
thaI Hi! is caIISet!.' My respeeted 'Kirk' friend rf'quins 
110 apolo~y to be made for him, by me, ancl his sterling sen· 
timenls evidently <'nly shine the urighter .by Ihe rubbi-Il{! 
they have received in the ·Apology.' So far as I am con· 
cerned, certainly nothing was intended les~, than to annoy 
a single individnal in the congregation at St. Peters, when 
I wrole lIgainst Drunkenness. Really, it did not once oe· 
cur to me that t~ere were intemperate pers{)ns connected 
wilh that Assembly. However, the Sermon is in print! 
A Sermon against tbe Temperance effol't!! And by a Cler. 
gyman ! !! The procluction has been abruptly noticed by 
'ACHISH,' who forming his own opinion of the author has 
ch05en to employ the weapon usually last resorted 10 in 
reaching an erring opponent . 

. 'For Ridicule shall frequently prevail, 

And cut the knot when gravel' reasons faiL' 

'",'hether T .hall slIcceed a~ wrll, or otherwise, I intenrl 
to adopt a r1ifferent method in this humble Notice of the 
Sermon. [conceive, it contains positions, assertions, and 
insinuations. so unstJl1n,', so untrue and so unjust, and with. 
al.so.mL.dearlin!! that a fe\V shpets o~ paper m.ust be occupi . 
.. d \\ Itil 81I',<'/"r,.:; tilpreon. III dOing 60 I cannot but reo 
gret that :\Ir. D. ha~ f<lullIl it necessary or convenient, to 
c~nnl.'ct witll the Temperance question such an unceasing 
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jingle about the, 'Church of Christ.' The fripnds of Intem­
perance do Dot so. They endeavour to avoid all Religious 
differences, and occupy the broad ground of Gentral Benev· 
olence in order to accomplish a universal benefit. If my 
remarks, should seem sometimes to bear hard on Mr. D's 
Church, the fault, if it be ont', is purely his own. He has 
originated the necessity. And I shall have no pleasure in 
that portion of my task. As I do not intend to row with 
muffled oars, or handle his paragraphs with furred gloves, 
to please the fastidiousness of any, when the interests of 
bleeding truth calls for a hearty friend and n firm defence. 

The 'Opposition' of Mr. D. to the Temperance Society, 
as it originated the sermon, and adorns every part of iI, is 
the first item to be noticed. And 8S a severe crusade was 
intended, so il 1V0uid seem in order to justify the attack. 
the usual method is resorted to. Accordingly the 'System' 
is ushered into the company of 'Heathen Error,' 'schism,' 
'Hertsv,' and 'DOErnons,' and as these are all feared and 
{earfufevils, which it would be 'Sin' in the 'Church' to 'let 
alone; and as the comrade 01 surh vile thinp;s, no matter 
how he got to be such, nor what his real character is, call 
be no better than they, thertforf'. ·non·opposition' to the 
Temperance Society, says Mr. D. is 'OUR SIN.' The 
character of the Society being thus summarily aDd logically 
settled, its desert is easily determined; it only remains 
then that the Broclnille Champion for strong drink brin~ 
his 'jawhone' fairly to bear upon it, smite il 'hip and thigh: 
end chase Ihe curse out of the world. The 'Apolol:'Y' is the 
mighty, the patriotic, and christian effort. The Church of 
Christ sinnir'g by not opposing the Temperance Society! 
If Mr. D. means the Church of England, as is obvious, a8 
he speaks of 'our sin,' and tht sins of the 'Chl1rch of Christ' 
as synonyrr.ous, then briefly he is abusing The Church.­
Surely the sin of nlln-opposion to Ih" Society has not lat. 
terly Jain at Her Iloor! But did Mr. D. ever attend Ii meet· 
ing of the Society? Did he ever examine its principiI'S, 
save with the guiding 'bull' of Bishop H. before him 1 Did 
he ever condescend to notice the effects of its kindly opera­
tion. on community, nr a single family or individnal? I 
suppose not: for in his estimation the Temperance SOl'iety 
is Ii most horrid monster wh~n compared with the trifling 
concern ofIntempernnce .• Hence 'oppoliition' to 'the error' 
is the '@ounder proor the Church of England gives of her 
'Jove nf 80uls.' I hopt, for her ~ake, this is gross slander. 
Genuine Apostles and Primitive Chridtians used to manifelt 
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their 'love of souls' by rejoicing when good wa. done br 
any lawfu( instrumenlality, and by being themselves 'reacl.'!· 
to co· operate in 'every good word and work.' liuta, if dt· 
termined 10 fasten Ih" sin of non-opposition upon hi. 
church, Mr. D. 'much questions,' the assertion tlla:. 'tIll, 
Society has met with opposition.' If our humble lestlm(}ny 
is wOl'ih anv thing, Mr. D. may rest assured that the stat,,· 
ment is co;rect. If he has been sinfully sleeping at hi~ 
post for twelve years while Ihe horrible Temperance Soci. 
ety has been s:lving thousands of drunkards, and dispell' 
sing priceless personal, social and public bles,ings in "very 
quarter of the globe; what he calls the 'true Church' ha; 
not. And I can assure him thht he is even now but awl>· 
wanJly brandi,hing the weapon, years ago wre~tetl from 
an Episcopal Bishop, somewhere near the 'head 4 uartn­
of Americlin Unitarianism, Universalism and Alheism.'­
The 'Reformation' has 'met with opposition' from hi,; 
church, from Distillers and Venders of Alcoholic tlriuk~. 
from Ihose who love 10 'tarry long at the Wine,' anti " 
whole host of the 'baser sort throughout Society. But it 
1\Ir. D. is really sinc€re in conceiving the Association sin· 
ful. who can account for his conlluct as a minister of the 
Gospel? Why has he allowed us to live in sin 'so IOllg l' 
Aud why is he well nigh inclined to let us sin on still I"u· 
ger? He lells liS, 'he would not have inlroduced the sull­
ject,' (though thousands are sinfull'l/ interested in it.) had 
1\ not been for the visits of Ihe no led pamphlets before r~· 
ferred to. 80 then, if thaI evil had nol happened-if the 
Pamphlets had not inlruded-if Ihe 'Kirk' anti' Wesleyall' 
had not rudely Irodden upon a gouty member, anll pro{a/ll" 
ly hinted at the 'duty of every Christian,' with regard to 
the sin of Intemperance, the palrons of Temperance might 
conlinue to 'do evil,' to 'contemn the Holy Spirit,' and 
'scandalize the Saviour,' until they had 'reaped curruption' 
in the world of final reward! 0 consistency! thou art a 
jewel, bUI unfortunately we Clergymen are nol all rich 
enough 10 possess thee! But why would not Mr. D.lift up 
his warning voice and give the Temperance Society limelv 
notice of the 'errors of their way l' Is the secret here, thaI 
the Rector is a falalist 1 He inquires very confidenlly, 'can 
the r;nove",Jents of the great Jehovah [be] accelerated by 
mlln 8 deVIce l' And assures us that, neither 'Salan,' nor 
'the drunkard led caplive of Satan, shall hinder the work of 
God.' And yet strange as it may seem, Ihe 'Anti-Christian' 
Temperance Reformation, which is v~t1y more uir'Ulefl.t 
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Ihan 'Satan' or Salan's pet, the 'drunkard,' is (raught wilh 
·tremendous evil to the cause of Christ,' and greatly no 
Ileubt, 'counteracts Christ's revealell will and pleasure !' 
It is of consequence then Sin, not to oppose this Anti-Chrb­
tiBn Temperance movement. As for 'Sa.tan' and 'drunl.­
ards,' they can do no harm! 

In my ignorance, however, (of course) I have been ac· 
customed to think that 'Satan' was sometimes permitted tu 
influence moral agents, and t"ereby, in an important sense, 
·the work,' and frustrate the designs 'of God. For instance 
Adam's residence in Pllradise, and i-rrspired Paul's visits to 
Rome. I have also read of 'Satan's dl:ViceE,' and of mPfL 

whose 'words eat as a canker and overthrow the faith ot' 
some.' And I have been taught that these could instru· 
mentally 'accelerate the movements oj the great Jehovah' 
upon earth, by being 'co-worl,ers together with him'-by 
being 'ready for every good work'-by letting their 'light 
~hille bt:fore men'-by 'abstaining from [even] the appear­
ance of evil,' and by imitating the blessed Saviour in self­
denial and personal exertion and sacrifice for the sake of 
tlur fellow men.-For instance, the sobriety of a drunkard 
j, secured, and his conversion to God in many cases greatly 
'accelerated, when bv means of the 'human device' of 
Temperance efforts he is persuaded to cease the evil of 
lirinking Alcoholic poison. But if I should chance to be 
wrong in this matter, and the fatalism of Mr. D. to be gos­
I'd, 'it strikes me' that 'the great Jehovah' does not stand 
1fI need of his 'Herculean shoulders, to shove' Temperance 
Societies out his way! Such, a 'human impetus' '10 lever' 
the benevolent movements where the lovers of "Vine ami 
~trong Drink' would gladly locate it! 'Alas, for such faith­
less expedients!' The character of sucla Religiou.~ 'opposi­
tion' can be fairly asrertained by any person who will be 
at the pains to consider that intemperance is a prevailing 
evil-at ence a physical and moral disease-an individual 
bane, and a public curse; that Alcohol is a poison, by 
means of which, a year or two since, one person in every 
twenty. six was converted into a confirmed drunkard; nine­
tenths of our world's pauperism is occasioned-four-fifths 
of all the C8@es of aggravated crime are broug ht about-and 
to whi'ch is owing three-fourths of all O'l( litigation, and 
a full share of the multitude of lunatics upon earth-Ihat 
thi~ vile drug costs IreJand Ten, Rnd the United Empire 
Fifty millions aDDually-that it fattens grave yards anti 
people. perdhioD with Yictims every day!! can language 
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be concocted into a form. to title, black el'ough, the dark. 
the deadning, the damning sin of Intemperance 1 And is 
there a Clergyman to be found. hardy enough. to become 
in faci. the 'Apologist' for this hydra monster! This great 
Hil. the Temperance Society is struggling to lessen-to 
remove; already One Thousand drunkards have been sa­
saved. One Thousand of dealer3 in the poison have aban­
dUnE>d the trade of blood, One Thousand of abused and suf­
fering families have fonnd a bliss unknown and otherwise 
c!espaired of, and Oue Thousand have been thus prepared 
for. and ha ve subsequently become truly religious; a re­
duction of Alcoholic drinks of one third has been effected. 
and most Important changes have been realized throughout 
the various ramitications of Society-all of such a character 
as are fOllnd to be greatly beneficial, and powerfully tend­
ing to universal good_ And is the professing individual to 
be found that can find the face to retain his profession and 
formally and openly oppose such an effort? It is even so. 
Read the 'Apology' I am noticing, and be convinced. But 
you ,viii say, surtly he has his reasons. He has, and you 
.hall hear them. It is somewhat difficult to gather and pre­
~ent in form the Rev'd Gentleman's reasons for his 'oppo· 
@ition.' but I conceive the main pillars on which it rests as 
they are, rather confusedly. to be seen in his Sermon, are 
these :-Scriptural precept and example, the 'Spirit and 
motive' of the Divine Saviour. The foreknowledge of God. 
The doctrine of expediency nnscriptural Temperance prin­
ciples reflect on our Saviour. Temperance Arguments 
a~ainst drinks bear equally against Food and Raiment. 
The Church of England is the only true Temperance Soci­
ety. Morality without Religion is worse than useles. Con­
~iderable misrepresentation. An important mis-statement. 
and finally, the Infidel character and rebellious tendency of 
the Temperance Association; 

Mr. D. has selected as his subject the Marriage at OCana 
of Gallilee as the commencement and prime of his scriptu­
ral evidence in favour of the 'common' and 'sacred' use of 
Alcoholic drinks and in order to exhibit our Lord and Sa­
viour as a shining example for all who desire so to use the 
precious commodity! I beg leave to repeat from the offen­
sive -Prescott' Temperance 'Address,' what Mr. D. has not 
a~ter.npted to disprove. that 'it cannot be proved that our 
SaVIOur countenanced the use of other tban pure wille,' or 
unalcoholic. It is very convenient to assume the contrary 
aDd argue accordingly, but such sermonizing will Dot en-
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dure the ordl'sl. If it can be fairly proved, it should be ; 
if it caDnot, the assumption is nothin~ worth. And as !\Ir. 
D. set Ollt with the promise of 'a close adherence to the 
\Vord and Spidt of the Divine volume,' it is to be inferred 
that we have all the scriptural proof the question is capa­
ble of. Then my statement is confirmed. It is really 
amusing to see how little attention he pays either to the 
'Word or Spirit of the Divine volume' in attempting to sus­
tain a favorite position. in the Alcohohc character of the 
Wedding Wine. After suca a promise of ' close adherence' 
&c. it is really too bad to hear him forthwith talk about 
probabilities. and directly to contradict the plain letter of 
Ihf' context before his eyes. He tells us there was 'proba­
bly dancing' at the Wedding feast. It may be a sulficient 
reply to say, from tbe perfect silence of the 'Word' o.n the 
subject, it is 'probable' there was not dancing of any kind 
there, ami certainly not such dancing as his sermon will be 
understoud in his parish to encourage, and as he is gener· 
allv understood to be an advocate for. He next informs 
us "that Jeslls 'changed the water into wiDe,' Dot to supply 
the actual wants of his entertainers-no. He 'manifested 
forth his Glory' in that miracle, iD order 'to minister to 
their innocent festivily,' in 'sports' and 'riddles, and in 'mil' 
sic' and 'dancing!' I turned to the passage when I cast my 
eyt:s upon tbis, and I certainly found no mention of such 
'festivities' but I read 'And when they wanted Wine,' &c. 
Not an over 'close aliherence' this Mr. D. If this is 1I0t 
'\I-resting' scripture in order to find a gospel precedent for 
8 modern carnal, frothing, tippling Wedding, then such a 
thing as 'wresting' a passage from its 'proper application' 
never occurrell. And suppose I grant that by this miracle 
Christ 'tall!!ht his followers 10 the end of time that every 
creatllre of God is good,' nOlhing would be !!ained. It fs 
yet to be proved that Alcohol is a creature of God. And If 
even this too were admitted the manner of its use is then 
to he determined. Fire is a good creature of God and yet 
it is not thought advisable to take it into our bosoms or 
our beds. AntI I am sure there are a great many good erea­
tltrp.s of God that ~Ir. D. would hardly advise us to take 
doul1l 0111' throats! Or that he would affirm it sinful for us 
to 'refuse' to swallow! No proof then as yet is furnished 
of the Alcoholic character ·of the Wedding Wine, nor of 
the guilt- of abstinence from intoxicating drinl(8. But we 
are told this was 'Good Wine,' and therefore Alcoholic.­
lIere assumpti~~aiain, The term '&,ood' will not eertify 
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tkat, Wine like cider may vary in quality according to the 
.. haracter of the fruit, the time of gathering iI, anll the care 
laken in obtaining it, 08 well as in manufacturing il into 
wine, And as the juice of the apple is known as eider, the 
moment it is pressed oul, so is thaI of the grape, denomina. 
ted Wine, And as all real wine is derived from Grapes, so 
tl.e single passage Mr. D. quotes from Num. 6th chapt. to 
prove that 'fresh juice was never 'accounted Wine in the 
Old Testament,' proves no such tbing. So far from that 
btin!!, true, if he will turn to Hosea 3d chap. and lst vs. he 
\i'ill lind that even 'Grapes' themselves are termed ·Wine.' 
It is 'flagons of Wine' in the text and 'grapes' in the mar· 
gin. And vice ursa our Saviour called Wine 'Fruit,' 'the 
fruit of the vine.' It is certainly fa!' less 'probable' that 
our Lord would convert the Water into intoxicating Wine, 
than into' what Mr. D. calls 'liqnor of grapes.' The latter 
is a natural substance, a wholesome nutritive bevern!!'e, 
while the former is an intoxicating agent, and as far as the 
Alcohol it contains is concerned, is wholly innlltritive and 
poisonous. To change the water into this last description 
of drink, he must of set purpose have passed over the n"tu· 
r~13tate of Grape juice, and fermented il,also, Ih'll it might 
possess intoxicating qualities! He that without evidence 
can believe this, let him do so. I serilJusly demur. As it 
relaks to the quantity, if the whole of the water WIIS 'chan· 
I(ed into Wine' there was above one hunrlred gallons of th~ 
liquid. This is hardly 'probable.' It is most hkely that 
the water was so changed no otherwise than as it was dn,wll 
(lilt; and that it was new and unfermented wine. The 
eha1'acter of the drink is certainly more important than the 
quantity; but assuredly there is nothing in the entire histo· 
ry of the event that even by 'probability' hints at the use of 
intoxicating drinks on that occasion. There is nothing (Ii 
this in the sentence, 'when men have well drunk,' though 
some fancy they can find drunkenness here. Such persons 
dre perfectly welcome to all the advantage they can gain 
with candid persons by intimating that the guests were al· 
ready tar Il'one towards intoxication, and that our Diville 
Saviour 'manifested forth his glory' by furnishing a pun. 
cheon of belter, or stronger, or more Alcoholic wine, to 
prolong a drunken revel! Mr. D. mal,es a parade of the 
'con8equences' of this miracle. But a child can compre. 
hend that these, whether we speak of his 'Supreme po"er,' 
'his mission,' or the 'Faith of his newly gathered Apostle8,' 
did nltt depend on the Alcoholic qualities of the converted 
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liquid. These importanl results were equally well sprnrl'd 
by the miracle of transforming water, into the simple j,Jice 
of the grape. I venture to repeat Ihat it cannot be proved 
thai our Saviour made intoxicating drink, and it is certainly 
rather a hopeless case to make out thai he used any. I\Ir. 
D. seems to consider it so, and hence adduces only une in· 
stance of his using wine, and that was at the sacramental 
service. But on that occasion what he used sacramentally 
and consecrated to that ordinance, he ca lis the 'fruil of the 
vinl',' which really sounds very much like Mr. D's 'liquor 
of grapes.-Figuratively 'fruit' for the juice of the fruit.' 
In conclusion I aver that il cannot be proved that the Wed­
ding Wine was other than the pure unfermented juice of 
the grape, and it may with safely be affirmed, the strong 
'probahility' i~, il was nothing more. Finding nothing in 
this notable Miracle condemnatory of our poshion with rp­
Ilal'd to Alcoholic drinks, I will now follow him in a few 
morll quotAtions from the New Tpstame!lt. Having a8~U' 
r~d !timselfthat the 'olr! wine' spoken of frpquemly in thp 
T"slament, 'possessed intoxicating qualitits,' he then would 
f,in establish the 'N cw' 10 be of the same character and 
thus secure his favorite position that all 'wine' WAS nlco­
h"lie, and therefore the u'aler made wine. WitS so, therpfore 
Je~lIs made Alr"~,ol. He quotes Acts 2d chap. vs. Hlth, 
'Thr,p men are filled with new wine.' On thi" verse Dr. 
A. Clarke, commenls thus, 'Re.ther, sweet wine, for (the 
"rir-inal cannot rr.ean the mllstl1m or new wine, as there 
COllI,) he none in Judea so early as Pentecost.' This dis­
poses of that pa'~8ge at a blow, and there is. no doubt but 
the verses from haiah and Joel refer to the ~ame kind of 
wine, 'new' in a certain sense" but not the 'muslum or new 
wine' which is only properly to be contrasted with the 'old.' 
Hence flew wine was 10 be Jrut into new bOlLles, or elastic 
skins, because it had yet to ferment, and all know that prior 
to that procl'~s the juice of no fruit is Alcoholic. lIis gran­
, .. ,I thp r: oriplhian" I!"ot drunk a'· the "lIcrament "pon winO', 
but that is rather in favour of the Temperance Society. 
This was a horri!>le crime, and had they in imitation of 
the Lord and Saviour, used only the pure 'fruit of the vine,' 
no such disgraceful irregulalities could have happened, 
And mark, no approval of &aeir use of illloxic:uing drink 
CUI be referred to. I am now prepared to pursue Mr. D. 
to the Old TeltMJIen~. To ,his he confidently refers, care· 
tuHy reminding us ai the outset 'th.t whu is maraHy wrong 
1191/1 waa i. und.rtbe old dispensation,' BDd flmh"'Hh quotes 
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Deut. 14,22-26. Num. IS. 27. Lev. 10,9. I have not 
time or room to insert these passa~es; I wish I had; but 
you can refer to them. To s!>ve time and lfCluble, however, 
I grant that the USB of "Vine and Strong Drink,' was al· 
lowed to the Jews, and umler certain rpstriction~ to the 
Priests. But does it unavoidably follow that we arp. undff 
ubligation, or thai it is proper to ""e them now, on that ac­
count. Is it a correct sentiment that any particular co1trs~ 
of conduct enjoined upon, or permitted 10 the Jews is lawful 
and Linding now for tbat renson 1 I trow ollr Anti·Tem­
perance friends, are hardly prepared for the consequence. 
of an alfirmative. I will take a case of illu~tration out of 
Deut. 21st chap. and fJlace it side by side with a case ;\1r. 
D. has selected from Ihe same clla rter, and on the above 
principle, we will see Ihe result. He say~, 'the injunclio!l 
to use wine and slrong drink 'before the Lord,' was /live;) to 
a generation rtS prone to excess 8S the pre8ent race of mell;' 
so milch so, that in Deut. 21, 'an express provision' i. made 
&c. for 'stoning a drulIkard.' 'Veil, what does that e~tab­
lish? Why, thllt it is now right and duty to u~e the same 
kind of drink that constituted him a drunkard and i~llomin­
iouslv shortened his days! Ah! well, n,au then vs. Hi. ]1; 

and i 7, and observe, 'an expres~ provision is millIe' fur the 
tlistribution of the property between two sets of chilurf>n 
born of Wives hving conjointly with one husband. On 
lhe sam" principle, therefore, it is nnw right and duty to 
adopt the requisite measures by which two sets of childrf'n 
are produced, viz. every man should possess at least two 
wives! Would ;\ir. D_ advise his parishioners to be trlle t., 
this principle? I believe not. Would he have us share 
with Israel in the use of that 'meat' which, 'while it wa~ 
yet in their mouths, the wrath of God came upon them and 
slew the fattest of them, and smote down the choseR men 
of Israe!? Must we imitate them in their exterminating 
Wars? Should we use their liberty now as to pUlling away 1 
Or because they were allowed to subject some of the Na­
tions to involuntary servitude, is modern slavery therefore 
right and our bounden duty? Perhaps in Mr. D's estima­
tion the Virginian Negro-Masters are free from the sin of 
rf'flecting on Jehovah by meddling with any 'merely human 
device,' such as emancipation efforts, or the Colonization 
Society, whereby the oppressed might be free!! What I in­
fer is, that admitting the Jews had full permission from 
God to use 'wine and strong drink' as a beverage, as they 
had mllny other licen~es, i& doel not foll.oJV that God ap-
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proves of the 'Common' use of intoxicating tlrinks in the 
present day, and in our present circumstances." If any ask 
'in what does our difference of circumstances mainlv can· 
sist?' I briefly answer.-First, Even Mr. D. is evidence 
that the immorality of the Jews was great, and was cantin· 
uallyon the 'increase'-that the 'extent of drunkenlles,' 
among them was 'awful,' and that a 'woe' was pronounced 
against the evil, even when caused by fermented drinks 
only. But since the invention of the Satanic art of distilla­
tion, the evil has assumed a form much more frightful. It 
has threatened to swallow np whole nations; to nndo the 
whole social fabric; and to sap the very foundations of 
both our liherties and religio~ In view of the dangers, 
'self love and social,' which are in fact the same united in 
uttering a loud and piercing cry, to awake all 10 the serious 
business of arresting the evil by every lawful means in their 
power. And surely any sacrifice required is cheaply made 
that may avert so tremendous a ruin. This is an important 
difference. Again.-It is a modern discovery that it is Ihe 
same substance which intoxicates in fermented or distilled 
liquors. This is now an establiihed fact in chemistry.­
The friends of Temperance. justly alarmed for themselves, 
their friends, their country, and their species, reasonably 
concluded that a successful war could not be waged against 
Intemperance by attacking a few of its thousand forms and 
mixtures-that its cure under our citcumstances demanded 
that Alcoholic drinks of every name and form be disUSE'd 85 

a 'common' beverage. Here then is a motive for absti· 
nence which a Jew could not be influencd by. Distilled 
liquors were then unknown; and the amount of evil result· 
ing therefrom is incalculably greater than could result from 
the wine drinking of the Jews. A third item of difference 
is still more important. It must possess weight with the 
candid. I refer to the demonstrable fact tbat Over Nine-

• Mr. D. has a Note on the word Sik<rIJ, or strong drink, spoken of 
Deut. 14, 22. The word, says Dr. Clarke, comes from the Hebrew 
Shaker, to inebriate.-He adds, from Jerome, 'Any intoxicating liquor 
was so called, from whatever fruit it was made.' This sustains the sen­
timent conveyed in the Prescott Address, where it is called 'Strong 
'Vine.' It was often wine drugged, and was designed to be used Nedi· 
tinally. The learned Dr. from the Rabbins remarks, "The Jews put a 
grain of frankincense into a cup of!Ioney wine, for the victims 10 be 
crucified, to disturb their Intel/ects, and thus destroy sensibility. g"onnd­
ing it on Prov,St, 6.-'Give Strong Drink to him that is ready to per­
ish.' See another proof. 'Woe unto tbem that rise up early that they 
may follow' Strong Drink, that continue nntil night, 'tm Wine infiame 
them.'-J.a. 5, 11. Wine and Strong Drf7lk here are synonymous terms 
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Tenths of (he wine in 'common' lise has no juice of tILe 
:{rape in it. It id manufactured out of distilled alcohol, 
sugar, cider, water, colouring matter, and various otber in· 
gredients to give it vari.ety. Our Wines in general, tb~re. 
fore, are in fact distilled intoxicating drinks, under various 
names, disguised to be sure by admixtures witb other sub· 
~tances. The 'common' use of such wines, of course gives 
universal license to llse all distilled drinb;s, whether disgui. 
sed or otherwise. Now such drinks ~re indeed a 'human 
device,' or If you please a diabolic invention; they are 'un· 
allthorised' bv Jehovah; were unknown to the Jews; and 
the eilect of their use, involves a tale of untold horror.­
\Vill any man hesitate now whether this great difference of 
circumstances, justifies us it refusing to imitate the drink· 
eu~toms of the ancient Jews? I believe but few persons 
will be so disposed. But says Mr. D. our Saviour must 
hal'e 'foreknown' that his 'miracle' at Cana of Galilee would 
be spoken of throughout thp. world. yel he performed it, 
and turned the 'water into wine.' Yes, and he also fore· 
knew the use that some persons, 'wise in their own conceit' 
would strive to mal,e of it. and yet be performed it. But 
until ollr oppnsition friends shall have proved that our Sa­
viour ever made or 1},sed Alcoholic \Vine. neither that 'mir· 
acle,' nur any other IIct of his life with regard to wine, will 
avail .hem in the jeast. If the wine made was not Alco· 
holic the difficulty has no existence. If they iniist there i., 
dilliculty, then let us have the proof, as to the Chancter 
of the wine. The Temperance public will wait for this 
with anxiety. But Mr. D. adds, our Lord, must have fore· 
sren the prevalence of intoxication down to our own day.' 
Yet he 'countenanced the use of wine as a beverage: 'He 
foresaw the sin of the Corinthians who got drunk at the 
holy Communion, yet be consecrated wine to that ordi· 
nance.''' Hero is assumptio·n again. I ask proof that Je­
sus either 'countenanced' or 'consecrat·ed' Alcoholic Wine. 
Here I might rpst the answ('r. I will go farther however, 
and show the perfect fallacy of the sentiment conveyed. 
It is in substance that, our Lord approves of every particu· 
lar practice or custom which he did not specificallv con· 

* Mr. D, assllres us on page 17 of the 'Apology' that the Jews never 
accounted fresh grape juioe as wine; in this pi ace he takes it for gran· 
ted that the '(rwit of the ville,' which our Saviour consecrated to the Sa· 
crame~tal ordinance was 'aooounted Wine.' 'Ira sait his purpose then 
wop. Jl~ice w!ls NOT, and to a.nswer his elKl' DI!)W, even W/lfle 'fr:uit' IS 
Alcoholic WIRe!! Slleh.lllmovgl and eelllWenl argumentillitm i. hucl­
I)' eapable of III 'uact p!\rallal' OnLy tnllfJ is' ~\lt!Wll:. 
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Materia Medica affirm the 8sme. Ask Ihe indell: for Ih. 
,yord 'Alcohol' and you will he referred to thl' class o( nar· 
cotic v"getable poison j and for results, ranked with hen· 
bAne, hemlock, and dl'ailly night shade. Will Mr. D. be· 
Iieve it is a poison, now 1 I suppose not, for 

, A man convinced against his will 

Is of the same opinion still.' 

Such, however, is thl' fact. and t.ence while 'food' and 'dreu' 
are absolutely necessary, and moderation in their use desi· 
rabie, and mosl for our eood j Alcoholic drinks are urtn"­
cessaryaud i1ljurious and to abstain from them is ollr boun· 
drn duty inasmuch as both our own and our neighbors in­
terest will be really advanced thereby. 

Mr. D. is 0p.10sed to the Temperance Society because II 
he frrquently asserts, 'the Church of Christ i~ the only trull 
Temperance Society.' Knowing as we do the exclusive 
yiews of the Brockville Rector, I understand him as saying 
'The Church of England is the only true Temperance So­
ciety.' I regr€t that I must so understand '11m. It plant" 
thorns along- my path, not s.) much to annoy me as them; 
though I must be the innocent cause of the uneasiness.­
Delicacy, however, forbids me uttering even a tylhe of the 
truth, though my delicate reference itself will no doubt be 
styled very 'shocking~' I will not enter into the question 
8S to why Ihe True Church (in fact) d not the True 'fern­
perance Society, nor poll that Church to the torture, by ask· 
ing how it c·.me to pass tI"t Intemperance has been on the 
increase fo: 1800 years, or until the Temperance Move· 
ment; or how it bas happened that the moveme1lt has done 
more to check that vice within twelve years than the Church 
effected durin/!: any givpn period of her pxistence? These 
are all important queries j but my hllsiness is with the 
Chu.rch of Er'gland. This, the only Tempera1lce Society 
&.c.! This Church a Temperance Society ~ Pray who 
would have thought it? Where is Ihe evidence? In itl 
Rules! I kno", of nothing there bnt common place de· 
nunciations against drunkenness_ The Bibll', I.aw Book" 
and Sermons have 0lwaY8 abounded with these, and with 
what effect 81 a general thi~? With wlJat effect in the 
Church of England 1 Comparatively none at all. In her 
'Sacramentlll pledges' in which Mr. D. parables so osten­
tatiously? I know of nothing peculiar in these, over otber 
Churcbes. Is it in the Ministry? I will force myself to b. 
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kind h,re. I will only refer 10 the 'Sermon' in quelltloll. 
Read the 'Apology,' which I venture to predici not ODe of 
the Clergy of that Church will oppose, and my question i. 
answered. Is it in the membership? Worse and worse. 
Look around. Inquire, What Church does that and thai 
dietiller belong to? That and that vender? that and that 
inebriate? There is in general but one answer. The fact 
is these classes of community cannot live io other Churchea. 
They would not receive th~m. or long retain them if all 
else were right, simply because of their connection with 
and prominence in the l'ile practice or business! and yel 
Mr. D's Church is the only Temperance Society! Could I 
believe him sincere in his farrago about his Church being a 
Temperance Society, I should think in sober sadness it wa. 
quile time our Province had a Lunatic Assylnm. A moat 
unpleasant volume might be composed on this subjPct; if 
need require it may yet be forthcoming; but for the preseot 
tbe above may suffice. 'A word to the wise,' &c. 

There is some strange and indigestible nonsense fOUDci 
on page 7, echoed 00 page 8, and re·echoed on page 22 of 
Ihe 'Apology.' The substance of all, if we can understand 
bim, is, that we cannot acceptably Jive soberly, or be really 
temperate in drinl{s, without being united to the COMIIl1l' 
NIOIII OF SAINTS, to the Church of Christ, or his Church, 
which is the 'une great and Divinely instituted Temperrnce 
Society.' If there is no other than this, alas for the world! 
0, my country! 'any thing short of this,' says he, 'is worse 
than useless,' &c, Any olher Temperance 'springs not oC 
faith' and is therefore 'sinful,' &c. It is 'merely changinJ: 
from one form ofiniqnity to another' &c. What specimen. 
of Wise and Charitable, not to say pious, inslruction Bre 
Ihese! Are we to understand then, that labour is worse 
than iJleness, honesty than injustice, chastity than fornlca· 
tion, sobriety than drunkenness, &c. because a man is not 
a 'true Christian l' I admit the doctrine of the 131h Article 
orthe Church of En~land to be soulld, that 'Works done 
before the grace of Christ' &c. 'not springing from faith' 
&.c. 'partake of the nature of sin;' but that is not Mr. D'. 
doctrine. He not only asserts their einfulness, but that 
they are 'worse than useless;' that is in fact, such Work. 
are Worse than the opposite sins! Cannot a man be a fair 
trader, generous to tbe poor, and an honest and Sober mall 
until he is united to the 'COM~1INION OF SAINTS,' Mr. D', 
Church, or, I will add, really experience converting grace t 
Who in hi. seosel will answer aegatively? BeUt:r indeed. 
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for balter to be 80 ezperienceJ-all should be lo-bOl till 
then, or should that unfortunately NEVER occur, is not II 
Mora) alld S:)ber life most desirable? yea, moat 'pleasinl' 
to God? 1 know all ought to be 'in the faith;' that 'whetheE' 
we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, should be done t .. 
the glory of God;' but would Mr. D. have U8 turn suicide. 
Bnd starve oUlsel"es to death, to avoid the worse SiD orcom· 
ing short 01 the glory of G(.d in takil!g our 'daily bread t' I 
admit that as sinners we are 'shut up nnto faith in ChrisJ,' 80 

completely that until we savingly believe in Christ all our 
works 'parlake of the nature of sin ;' but is it, on this ac­
count 'wone than useless,' for heads of families to l{)vtI 
.. ~ch other, to provide for thpir family, to fear oaths, to lin 
Suberly anti to patronize Ihe benevolent Associations 01 tho 
age, because Ihey have not yet so believed 1 That is "ery 
comfortable doctrine for thil drunkards and drunkard ma­
kers, and olher sinners in Brockville; but it is 'contrary ttl 
godliness' All agree that morality is ItOt saving holiness, 
but it has been lelt for Ihis 'Sermon' to teach that it is 'worse 
than useless,' that is practically 'Worse' than Immoralily!! 
In a former case the author's mollo is, 'Bad is the Best,' in 
this instance he adopts practically, the worse the better. 

The Sermon contains a few inslances of Mis·representa. 
tion of too gro~s a stamp to pass without 'Stricture.' I shall 
only notice tbree of the most glaring and unbeara~le char­
icter. 1. He insh ucts his readers that the Temperance ad-
1'ocates exaltthe 'System' above the Gospel; for they 'sup­
ply to rr.en a poor make shift morality in.~tead of presenting 
10 their acceptance the glorious Gospel of our 'Lord Jesus 
Christ.' 2. That the Temperance Reformation is not 
based upon Religious Principle; for 'God approves 
of no laws and pledges of morality not based upon Gospel 
principlf's,' and therefore 'r«'cognizes no Temperate Socie­
'y except his own Churcb.' 3. That owing to the opera­
tion of Temperance principles, 'Wine is withheld from the 
laity in the Sacrament' in Protestant Churches patronizinr 
Ihe Temperance Institution, for, inquires he very imposing­
ly, 'are we in duty bound to adopt the tenet, not of Chrisl 
bUl of Papal Rome, that because of the liability of the abuse 
of Wine in the Lord'~ Supppr, therefore the wine of which 
the Lord said, 'drink y" all of it,' is to be refused-to he 
withheld from the laity-the congregBtion of Christ's flock?' 

. Did Mr. D. promise himself that a Candid Public had nOlla­
(lcity enough to perceive that an assassins daggsr was half 
conCialed amil! the Colds of this lIoctirnooioui Rob, un-
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mfld (or the oecasion? Or did he suppose DO one but him· 
t!elf cared {or the honor of the Gospel, Ihe inlt'gri!y of Pro. 
testantism, or was acluated by Gospel prin.:iples? And 
cuuld he imagine that such libels on the innocent and use· 
ful Temperance cause would escape uncanvassed? I can 
assure all cono.:erned, thai Ihe institillion has never been 
($ave by its enerroies IIlr unworthy purposes) exalted aboDe 
the Gosp"l, nor to an equality therewith; it never professed 
10 be able to make men Christians,-to spirituaJizf' men,­
thai honour belongetll alone 10 the 'Gospel of the Grace of 
God j' but it has humbly claimed to be an auxiliary amon~ 
olher auxiliaries in doing good, as the 'fract and Sabbath 
School Societies, directiu,( of course its energies in ils Ilwn 
peculiar province against Ihe particular, the prolific and 
the universally prl'vailing vice of Intemperance-to be an 
handmaid to Religion; and it has nObly proved its efficien· 
cy in that respect, as numerous livil.g witnesses can testifv. 
Its operations also prove its professions genuine when il 
claims 10 be based upon the broad principles of Christian 
charity and Philanthropy. It plants all its 'Ie\'ers' on this 
8lron~ fountlation, and those 'levers' themselves are ob':,ill­
f'd fro"m ScriptlJre sentiments, precepts and examples, us 
well as from unJeni.hl" facts, from the well lested experi. 
ments of science, and candid observation as to the bendi­
cial effects of the 8. ciety amrJng men. It is paaier to cavil 
III than disprove the facts that it has, greatly 'tended In 
strengthl'n men's resolutions to abstain from their sin of 
intoxicalion'-prevt'ntell the formation of intemperate hab· 
its-lessened the sum of hurn~n misery (through intoxica­
ting drinks) upon a large scalt-reduced the positive agen· 
cies for the promotion of Intemperance-removed seriollH 
obstacles out 01 the way of the Gospel. and certainly reno 
dered the conversun to God, of many far more 'probable' 
unless we obstinately adopt the absurd conclusion that there 
is more hope of persons under the influence of intoxicating 
drinks, than of sober m~n. \Vith regard to the last calum· 
ny I will meTely say the implication is whollv' unfounde,J, 
and if Mr. D. wishes to avoid beinO' criminated un th .. 
charge of having 'borne false witness a"gainst his nei~hbor' 
he will haste to inform all whom he has instructed to the 
contrary, that though we believe it proper to obtain Ihe 
pllrest wine we can, for that solemn and sacred service, tbe 
''fenet' he ascribes 10 us is no part, nor result of the prin. 
ciples of the Society-tbat wine of the best character WB 

Ull get IS 'XE,ER WI'CUIiELD' from tbe 'flock of Christ,' I 
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have no fear, howenr, Lhal such misrepresentations win atrect any tbin~ 
important. The cause has now obtained a standing and a character 
that o,ly ",.ll substantiated truth can injure, and that is a rttrt article iOt 
Anti.temperance publications. Perhaps this will painfully appear now 
I am abou: to notice a palpable misstatement contained in the' Apology,' 
I eonless I cannot frame an' Apolo~y' for not using a .tronger .pithello 
dCBign>te It. I hlYe only to say, I will not. On page 18, Mr. D. 'ques. 
tions whether the Society has done good, even in the very lowest sense of 
the word,' in the the United Stntes; and then immediately e~hoes the 
!ame sentiment with regard to 'similar S lcieties in our Province.' Why 
is this c"lIed in question? 0, 'the much vaunted good claimed to have 
been done by lhe system was eontrddicted, point blank, at the Saratoga 
Temperance Convention.' Indeed! well, now for the proof;-Why it 
was there declarad 'Wine drinking is increasing in our country,'-'there 
i. more wine drank now than ever, and the fact of the great increase of 
wine drinking is undeniable.' What we ardently wish we often credu-
10usiV believe; and so on these sayings Mr. D. exultingly proclaims'tb. 
much vaunted good' tS a failure; for, 'since the formation of Temperance 
Societies in the United States, intoxication has fearfully increased !"­
Now, does the 'intellig-ence' from Saratoga (jour years old too) even in­
timate that. 'intoxicallon IuJs (or even had) increased l' No such thing. 
The misstatement is a perfect Oreation! Up to tI,at time the Temper­
ance war was Dilly waged agair.st .ardent Spirits; and in Convention the 
fact was developed, that whde they had been thus engaged, 'Wine drink­
ing had greatly increased.' 'Who b:llthe 'Apoligist' would venture I"s 
reputation, by forthwith publishing to the world, on such a development, 
't he good dOlle is a failure, and intoxication has fearfully increased!' Is 
there Ill) tlifftlienCe between an increase a/wine drinking and an increase 
Clf ln~oxil~atjon on the whoJe? It was very convenient but is very dis· 
credi~t\ql,... to the AopJogi~t,' to overlook 'he glorious conquests gained 
in the o'lly quarf.p.r in which any fighting had been done; and where 
,.,,", "f the watchful heroes in the Moral contlict, directed the attention 
of the ho,t to some new allies who are joining the enemy in another di­
rection, to flstCI! IIpon that simple fact, and thereon proclaim our defeat 
and di,comfi'ule! The facts of the case are at hand. A successful 
w"r had b,OIl \"~~ed for 7 or 8 years against 'Ardent Spirits' only. A 
vast rerl"erioll in the use of the articie, roused the cuptdity of Alcohol 
dellle,,; "nd '" Wi"" was not prohibited if they could but somehow fix 
.9,.d."t Spirits into Wine, a march would be stolen on the Temperance 
muvcme nt, and the trade in the horrid poison might yet survive. The 
\Oiley seheme wos, ho\vever, detected I but not until the country was 
11 ,oued with these Wines, which many drank who yet remained true to 
the old pledge. The utterances of the members of the Saratoga Conven­
tion are then easily accounted for, in this way; and the bold and 'unau· 
t hnrised' illfe/ence of the' Apologist' will force upon itself a name worthy 
of"o forced a corollary. Does Mr. D. exult in the difficulty tnat is thus 
occasioned 1 He oug-htto know it is one that ",.s-that conquest too i. 
Unt" -o:nf,C:"lnfittJlv \VO!,!. And with Quite as mnch rhRritv. patriotism. 
and PI'udence, might an Israelite in Egypt, opposed to the deliverance of 
hi. people, rejoice in the additional misery, which through the cupidity 
Qf Pharaoh the Redeeming efflltls of Jehovah for a time brought upon 
them.-Orthe Apologist himself, exult in the increased sufferings of the 
Southern Slaves, which by reason of their task masters, the strong effort. 
of modern Abolitionists, for a season is the means of occasioning! Th .. 
Convention in questioD originated the Total Pledge; for four years it 
has told IUItoniehmgly i and to comf.rt our opposing Church friends, I 
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Ia .... creat pleallUre in sayin~ the prospeol8 ",~re neYer brighter than, at 
present. The 'Apologist' lIext endea,vors to fix ,Ihe stain of Infidehly 
and Rebellion on the Temperance SocIety. HavlOg christened the cau&e 
'evil' and slated the efforts of ils patrons to be at best bUI 'doing evil' 
!.hilt 'good might come' he inSinuatingly ask", 'why is it that Infide,ls and 
.pen Blasphemers often gladly anu even ost<:fltatiously unite In thl. 
Moral work l' He proceeds to answer his own slrar.ge question, and telll 
liS in substance that they 'Join prolessing chri.tians, 10 m:,ke I:ttl~ "r 
Cbrist, and prove human plans more effectual than D,Vine Grace. 1 h,l 
lie attempts to prove hy affirming that Ihe Temperance Re!orm has ftour­
i.bed most in the New England States oi America, known as the head 
quarters of American Unrtariani:-m, Universalism, and AlhLisrn.' It 18 

nothing new for the Association to be slandered as infidel, political or 
Itbbeliious as the case happens and as will tell besl In dlffer.nt locollt .. o_ 
This wholesale slander is Imt an echo of lhat of Di,hop Hopkins, already 
mentioned. Any thing is too good t'l say of an instnution thaI render. 
it rather ullcomfortable to keep up old customs, and 'tar, y long at th • 
.. ilie,' or riot on the very vitals of the social good. Mr. D, seems!o 
have borne the old adage in mind, 'Ihrow dirt enough a]o .orne will 
Ilick.' But who are the 'Ilifideis' and 'open Blasphemers' who so espouse 
the cause and for suck reasons? The cau," knows nOlhill~ of them! The 
converse is most ploua"ly the fact. I "ppeal to all histury whether such 
characters have been nOled for Temperance or Intemp"r.nc('-" heth .. 
they have been on our side or on that ot the Apologist? Did such Infi­
dels a. Plline, Rosseau, Diderot, &c. &c. ostent.,iously UI,ile in Mor"1 
works; or did they, like 1\11'. f)" unite in the Immoral work (If dr.m 
drinking themselves, and in using their mftuence in favor of the practico 
becoming universal? But from such vituperation, I make my appeal IJ 

(llclS, and wi,h all possible kindlless I now challenge the 'Apo\ogi.t' to 
lelect any portion of Canada (where the state of things is knowalJle by 
all) and comp"re the Temperance and .\nti-Temperance pa.·ties in the 
communitv, as to Moral and Christian character, and conduct. I will 
~,heerfl1l1y' risk the cilnraCler of the cause on the r",ult of such a compar­
ison. I will even 'blard the lion in his den,' and name Brockville, or 
Perth, Or Elizauethtown, or Prescott or any other section of the counlry 
he may choose. Does not every person, but himself, know, that the So­
.iely embraces as its members or friends, Ihe great majoril y of the more 
actively christian, respectabie, and consistently moral portion of the com­
munily in most localities in Ihe land? so far, therefore, as Canada is hy 
implication concerned, I utterly cvntemn any sl1ch i,,,inuali,'ns, as wick­
ed, baseless and visionary. I am no Apologist for the ERRORS of the N. 
England states of America: however, they C3n well afford te 'elldura 
hardness,' now they have so gloriously shaken off the heavy yoke of AI­
eohol. All that know the history 01 the New England Churches, know 
'hat they were most awfully scourged with the common cUlse Intemper­
.nce; that they could do nothing effectual to save and purify themselvea 
10 long as distillation, vending, and using inloxicating drink., was ~en­
erally countenanced; and that it was by means of the Associntion they 
were enabled to casl of the loathsome incumbus. 'Viii Mr. D. affect Il 
.mile and cal! a Society that can do this, ;infidel?' and assume (as usual) 
Ihat the prosperity of the cause is a proof of tbe Infidel character of thaI 
'region of country!' Let him ratherlook at home, and at his earliest con­
Tenienre ~urnish us wilh si,milar and equally solid evidence of the aUlhor­
doxy of ~IS C,hurch, and hIS o:",n "eart, by stay ing the plague of Intem­
per~nce l!l hIS own cong~egatl,on, a~ effectually withoul the Temperance 
8eClely, iflo, CGn 1 LeL blm !;Irmg 10" True TempereDce Society wilb ita 
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arnple ator. o"requiaite pro.isions' of 'Bllptism' 'Collllr.lltion,' ~e. A: •• 
to bear on tho evil, antI if he succeed, the good deed sholl be fairly a.· 
knowledged. The c .... abound, I know, for I have lived in Brockville. 
Th. result will be anxiously watched for. Till something i. done III 
lome, by the ChuTell, il will be quite too soon to boast of her power. in 
Ihis respect. If the aUlhor of the 'Apology' will accomplish by hi. 
Church, in Canada, what the Temper.nce Society has done in New ~ng. 
land, and elsewhere, as an humble auxiliary 10 the Church, I will begin 
to believe she is of some service in the Province; Rnd be more tlan half 
<onverted to the opinion, that so far as the Chur~h of God is concerned, 
tbe Temperance organization is not ir.dispensably necessary in order t. 
,eneral sobriety. 

The amazingly rapid progressofthe ca.min England, Scotland, Wal .. 
and else_here, and especially in Ireland, disproves 'point blank' tbe 
heartless insinuRlion that it finds a congenial soil in unbelief and sin. 11 
would seem that the 'Apologist' was not without a de/:ree of siekishnt .. 
on this score, in view 01 the '&stonishing' advance of the Bociety in Ir~· 
land. But what is there so white that cannot be blackened? and wbe .. 
other meansof atlack cannot be found, the mulive can alwars be assailed, 
Ispecially in the nbsence of the 'charilY that thinketh no eVII,'wh.re non. 
appears. Ireland, the land of whiskey .of misery nnd of crime, that swal· 
lows annually 14 millions of gallons of Spirits at an expense that would 
furnish 28. 8d. per week, to each pauper in that country-Ireland-who •• 
every jrruTlh shop was a spirit shop, and who was always drunk,-Ir.· 
land, the 'puzzle uf puzzles' as to her pauperism, her diseases, her pre. 
mature mortality, her assassin carnage, and her foul murders-Whiskey. 
ridden Ireland at length has opened her eyes to the Grand Cause of all 
her degradation and suffc.-ing. And her Priests, too, with all their inllu· 
enee, really seem determined that she shall hereafter be free from so de· 
basing and damning a.vice. Is there a creature on earlh worthy th, 
Dame of a christian, or a man, bUI rejoices at the news ano is ready eVeII 
on his 'knees' to return thanksgiving to God on Ireland's behalf? Th. 
originators of the prinled Sermon are exceptions. And he who tells UI 

five 'pages' forward. that he has 'nothing to do with the motives of Tern. 
perance persons'-that he 'believes they are influenced for the most pari 
by the best intentions,' can find it in his heart to look coldly on HIS 0"" 
eountry struggling to escape the fiery fl lod, and fill ding nothing else II 
,.sl,n "pon save molive, insmuatin/:ly hints at 'Rebellion'! And for OIIto 
we will condescend to present a semblanc'J of support for his bolted inti. 
mations. He gives \IS what it is said a certain 'Priest' stated in '\Vater' 
ford,' viz. 'that if there had been a Temperance Society in 98, thing. 
would not have turned out as they did at Vinegar Hill,' &c. Admit thi. 
lilly tale to be true, and what does it prove 1 And what does it amount 
tD, with reference to the vast Moral Reform, so 'astonishingly on the ad· 
vance l' Does that petty remark freeze quite up lb. founlain ofbrolherly 
affection in ~is heart1 Would he on that account stay the further P"" 
Ilress of sobriety a. a plague, and blot out the sun of prosperity whicb i. 
onea more rising on his native land 1 Had he not bel,ter write forlhwith 
10 Lord Mounts~ndford, Prefessor Eagar, Mr. Parke, and others wh. 
are aiding in the ineipit1ll Rebellion 1 Or to the Queen's Government 
and inform against aU such trait~ous co.operations! Were his 'brother 
Clergymen' who he Informs us made such 'zealous exertions in the cause 
and in the 8ame part of the country' too, though 'in vain' a mind for a bit 
of a Rebellion 1 For I am Sure if they laboured in the Temperance caUM ,h,,., as the emigrated 'brother' does here, Iheir failure can be s'lisfao' ... 
nly aeOllWltcd for withoat any referellce 'e tl:cu 'orally! Is it ralhn 
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advis"ble to increase the 14 millions of gallons annually conBumed to 20 
Ihat Paddy might be yet more drunken; be as contented as a powder 
l.atrel, and utterly incapacitated ;or Rebellion? Cnuld it be that Mr. D. 
had in view the perpetuated loyalty of the Provincial., on the same prin­
ciple, when he wrote hi. 'Apology' for the 'Common' use ~f'Wine and 
!;trong Drink' 1 If so, yet another 'Sermon' wIll be reqUIred bllSed on 
Temperanr.e principles, for the Government of the Regular Ctrps; thi., 
however, can yet be done, as there i. quile an oper ing for a different dis­
course on the subject, and tor 'sanclion', &c. reference might be had to 
Scriptural characlers, as John Baptist, Dallip.!, and Timothy. Seriously, 
whalever may the fulure movements or political features ofIreland, or 
any other country under Heaven, sutoly it is the hone.t dictate ofbro­
therly love of our species, and of our God to do all we can to effect her 
complete disenthralment Ii'om the Anaconda pressure of Spirituous Li­
quors; and to rejoice in knowing that her suhjects are indee<l Moral 
Agents, unmanacled in body alld mind, sapable ofprotectin,g themselves, 
of defending their country, and of loving and servin~ their God. 

In thinking of an end to these Strictures, I ask your further indul,ence 
while I nvtice three things more, only, 

I. The Bible flatly contradicts the 'Apologist' when he says, 'the u.e 
of the creaturrs of God, (viz. Alcoholicdrinks) exposes us to no necessity 
of sin! I surrose this is contradicted when Inspiration condemns, not 
the U.", cr immoderate use of 'Vine and Strong Drink merely, but the 
Drinks themselve.; thus' Wine is a mocker! Strong Drin k is Raging. 
Can our opposition friends find 'ex"et parallel' scripture in favour cf those 
.. rtieles? Again in Lev. 10, we find that the Lord by a 'Statute' pro­
hibited 'forever' the A IIronic priesthQod from the uselof' Wine and Strong 
Drink' 'when they went into the tabernacle! Why? Bpcause Nadnb 
"nd Abih" 'erred through wine' and when under its evil influence offered 
'strange fire' befOl'e the Lord and died for their sin .. The cllre oy wily of 
preventive, which Go-J ordained, was I'otalAbstinence. Mr. D. would 
say the 'He exposes to lIO necessity of sin, therefore in future use it only 
III moderation-but the 'Statu'e' of Heaven speaks ora.ularly and says, 
such is the nat lire of intoxicating drink, and such is the weakness of hu­
man nature, that the use of it exposes you to the necessity of sinnin!!, 
therefore, in future, 'Do not drink Wine and Strong Drink,' &c. 1'S. 8. 
Facts are of evelY day occurrence too, that demonstrate the utter falsity 
of the sentiment. Thousands sin throug;l drink as necessarily as the 
negro slave plants his master's corn; nr the lover of "Vine and Strong 
Drink' sometimes, spews on all his glory, Or snores in the ,gutter. 

2. It IS not necessary to use 'Wine and Strong Drink' in order to 
avoid 'rellecting UPOI" or 'reviling' the Saviour. If Christ had ever by 
pleccptand example established their use as 11 duty, St. Paul seems to 
have totally forgotten it, when he said, ·it is good neither to eat flesh nor 
drink wine, or any thing' &c. Any thing will ir.clude 'Strong drink' of 
OilY name or aMY other offending 8rticle, I suppose, and so we see h. 
(O/ltd innocently be a ,ee.totaler. And Timothy seems to have been so 
Inveterate a 'Vater Drinker, th·,! it required the authority of an Apostle 
,,, indue.' him to lak~ a't.We Win,' medicinally. 'TempP'R"ce Ad.,,­
cates' will prescribe just as St. Paul did, in cases of necessity, and the 
members surely can innocently do as Timothy did, accordingly letit quite 
a.lone, or talle a littlc. m.dicinally, so that if St. Paul and Timothy did 
rt~ht, we cann?t be dO.In~ wrong. Weare 3180 informed that the early 
fUlthf"~ and eXIled christians who fled to Arabia and Egypt for the sake 
ofCh"st 'drank 'Vater onlyf It Dever Occurred to them that such. 
pmctice was a 'cellection' on their master and we are sure Joanllontl 
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II.nin, (for he (oresaw and foreknew every thing) and pjc, 

versa. If this sentiment is to be adopted, tbe consequence&­
are at band. I will illustrate by mentioning a few. He 
did not condemn the corrupt and cruel administration of 
tbe Roman Government in Judea, of tbe gladiatorial com­
bats, tbe public (!,ames, the races. aDd tbe theatrical exhibi­
tions of tbe age, demoralizing and unchristian as they were! 
Did he tben approbate them? With just as much rea­
.on might we agree, that thtl drinking customs of the age 
mel bis approval. If Mr. D. had nol furnished us in his 
'Sermon' ample proof of incapacity as a Cornmentater. al 
will yet more fully appear, one might wooder Ihat a Colle­
giate Divine s;hould look into his bible fur specific direction. 
a8 tu Ihe innucence or sinfulness of every particular prac· 
tice. It was among the earliest lessons instilled into our 
mind, that the great object of Scripture was to inculcate 
great Moral Principles, leaving them to be applied to indi­
viduals according ttl th~ir rharacter and peculiar circum­
IIances. JetiU8 and the Apostles did predeel}' so-they 
established general principles, but no more attacked every 
particnlar evil custom, than they established specifically 
every particular mode of doing good in all time to CO'lle. 
To be Bure he foresaw the 'prevalence of Intemperance,' 
&c.; but it does not follow that he approbated iI, hecBu.e 
he did not specialiy speak against it! Nur that he appro­
bated the use of intoxicating drinks in all time to come 
because he 'changed Water inlo Wine,' even if it were 
alcoholic, which, however, we will belive only, when il 
is fairly proved. He foresaw, also, Ihe 'sin of the Corin­
thians, &.c. and yet he consecrated wine, &.c. Yes, so he 
foresaw that Noah wuuld get drunk on wine, yet withoul 
any recorded warnlnj!: he allowed him to plant his vinevard ! 
He knew thai 'Nadab and Abihu' whn intoxicated ~ould 
offer 'strange fire' upon his altar and die; yet he directed 
the priesl to make an 'offering by fire unto the Lord'! He 
knew that Adam would taste the forbidden fruit, yet he 
made Ihal fruit the lest of his allegiance! The Saviour 
knew 'who should betray him.' yet he chose that mall to [,"' 
n .. Apostle! And he knew that Mr. D. would pmploy hi~ 
'One Talent' very unworthily in opposing Temperance 
Societies, yet be committed it hi him, and said, 'occupy till 
I come!' Certainly he knew too that the Temperance 
Society would exist in the present day and g,ive His Apo8 
tie at Brockville a great· deal of trouble, and yt't he did 
DotbiDg to prenD' all 'his! He foresaw Mr. D. billl •• lf 
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would be II 'Misslonary,' lind take lome Intereea in ahe Sah· 
bath School, and Bible Socil'ties, and yet he has no where 
enndemned the 'unauthorized' Mi~sionary, Bible and Sab· 
batb Schoul operations nor tbeir patrons; and tbat he would 
write an 'Apology,' yet seems to ha,'e paid no attention to 
h! Let us, on tbis subject hear no !lIore about fore· 
knowledge. 

MI'. D. seems to lay some stress upon the 'practice of 
his (Christ's) servants and the sanction of the Saviour in 
tbe days of ilis flesh,' respl'cting the 'common and social' 
U81' of 'Wine and 8tron~ Drink.' To shorten my task, I 
will at once ~lale Ihat Jesus and the Apostles generally in 
.heir intercourse with mankind. conformed to the customs, 
epinirJns, and prejudices of the age, as far as they could 
without sacrificing great principles of trllth and duty.­
Thus St Panl says, 'unto the Jf'WS I become as a Jew' Ike. 
1 Cor. 9, 19-22, under the influence of this sentimenl WCI 

lee him so far conform La Ihe ritual of the law as 10 take 
upon him Ihe VOIV of a Nazaritl', and attend to all the pre· 
.cribed solemnities. And on anolher occasioll, in order to 
loften Jewish prl'judices, and gain access 10 their minds, he 
yielded 10 them 80 far as 10 circumcisl' Timolhy, his 'SOD 

in Ihe Gospel,' because 'his father was a Greek.' And of 
our Saviour it is written, 'Even Christ pleased not himpelf.' 
Rom. 15. 3. In the exercise of this self·denying spirit he 
frequently accepted invitations to entertainments at place. 
Dot of the higheot repute a~ to Temperance. Surely no 
one will assume Ihal he approved of their customs of'eating 
and drinking' fully, or argue from the bare fact of his pre· 
sense at them Ihal he ~ave a universal 'sanction' to such 
enlertainments! or infer that such apparent 'sanction' IInti 
the corres;lOnding 'practice' of some of his Inspired 'ser· 
vants' are to be regarded as establishing the unvarying rule 
of conduct proper to mankind in all time to come, Sucb 
a conclusion would be worlhy of a fanatic or a madman 
only. This may be made to appear with clearness. For 
iDRtance the 'practice' of Joho, and Jesus, and the couree 
of conducl their examples 'sanctioned' are direct opposite •• 
'juhn came nehher eating nor drinkin!! j; the Saviour camCl 
IIoing both. Mr. D. may consider J,;ho, as he terms us a 
'gloomy religiGnisl,' bui Jesus approbated him. And ;n. 
,Iant Pl1arisaic doctors mighl denominate Jesus, 8 '(!lut. 
tonous man and a Wine bibber, but we know the 'Lamb of 
God' was 'free from sin i' and we know too, that he earn .. d 
,IIi. reDroach bv sllcrificinl!' eveD bis llood narn .. La ,I .. 'nul.. 
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lie.nl and ,Innerll' good. In the crmdud flf Jesus lind hi. 
rorerunner we perreive II design to benefit Ihe Jews 10 the 
0lm08t, and leave them perfectly without excuse. Whn 
Ibey were 'piped' to, they would not 'dance;' and whe. 
Ihey were 'mourned' for, Ihey would not'lamenl.' John 
had a 'devil' ill their estimation, and Jesus was a 'friend t'~ 
tinnen.' Surely all must see in these casps, contrasted, 
Ibe principle of conformily to existing cusloms carried OUI, 
II far as it coul,1 be, innocently, in order to 'save the more.' 
If 1\lr. D. will adopt the opposite sentiment, let him pro .... 
true thereto, and follow out Ihe 'pnctic!!' of ChriSI, and hi. 
',ervants' fully; let him imitate John Baptist in his appro­
tied abstemiollsness as well as those whom Jp.lIS 'sanctioll­
ed' in what Mr. D. calls 'seasonable mirth and innocent 
festivitv.' Let him imitate St. Paul, and submit to the so­
lemnities of the Nazaritish vow-and Jesus. when h. 
allowed himself to be led about and tempted of the Devil 
(orlY days, or when he 'sat down' to preach his sermon; 
Ind as Christ fed the people with 'barley loaves' and 'fish' 
let him live on barley bread and the meat thaI hath .~cales. 
These Ihings have the Divine 'Sanction,' and a .tickler for 
luch a precedent in so I'quivocal an item 8S intoxicating 
drinks. will render himself suspected if he hesitale in these 
palpable cases. If the 'practice ('f his servants' calono! in­
nocenlly be varied from, lei him calefu\ly 'breal. bread' 
e~ery 'first day of the week' and let that bread be 'unleap­
ened' cakes. In atlendin~ to all these duties he will be flJl­
lowing the 'practiCE> of Christ's servants' and be able to 
refer to authority as 'sanctioning' his conduct; while fM 
luch things as 'sending a few bOllles of Wine' in ortler 10 a 
'merry making,' for which nevertheless he pleads, we know 
of no 'sanction' higher than enslaving custom; and mU5t 
consider it a 'faithless expedient,' calculated to promo'" 
the 'laughter of fools' rather than of 'joy in the Holy GllOst.' 

Mr. D. next proceeds 10 attack the doctrine of 'Expedl­
eocy' as the friends of TemperaDce have for conveniency'. 
lake denominated the important principle under the influ­
ence of which christians (epl it to h" Ihpjr dulv tn ~"oiri or 
abstain from lawful indulj!encies for the good of others.­
He says the Apostle 'Paul was no admirer of such expedi­
eDcy.' Lei us see. According to Ihis Commentator, th • 
• piri! of self-denial and christian Philanthropy, which some­
times flamed so high in tbe Apostle's bosom, as to render 
him willing to be 'accurse!! for his kinsman's sake,' is cool­
ed dowA to 'his- temperature. 'The meats and wine.ojJertitl 
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to idols have suffered nothing by t'wl; they are elill pur, 
in themselves and if I chose 10 .I" 80, could partake of Ihem 
innocenlly; il would be 'lawful,' or I have a right In do 
SI) if I pleasf', bUI if my partaking of Ihem will make my 
brolher t" offend, I will never taste tbal identical meal Bn,t 
wine, for there is wine enough and meal ~nou!!"h to be Ilad 
Ihat has nol been so offered, and no tlwnks to the weak bro­
ther.' Further, Mr_ D. thinks It would be ullsafe to go be­
cause if the 'strong are to bear the infirmities of the weak,' 
by 'giving up lawful things' inst~ad 01 'pleasing themselve,' 
'tbe power' would soon be 'wrested from AposlOlic hands.' 
ADd it would never do to lose Ihe 'power' of minglin~ 'wine 
bu'd strong drink.' For thp honour of our holy religion 
aud Ihe sake of the Apostle I devoudy hope such a senti­
ment is not contained in the Bible as that sermon attributes 
to St. Paul. The passages refHrfd to in the sermon are 
three. I shall quote them in order awl give you the Com­
ment (in bri~f) of Dr. A. Clarke on each, hdore I add any 
rennrks of my own. See Rom. 14. ~I. ,It i, good neilher 
to eat Hesh,' &c. Tbe Doctor says, 'the spirit and self­
denying prinCIples of the Gospel teach us, that we shouM 
1101 only avoid every thing in ('ating and drinking which 
may be an occasion of offence or apo8lacy to our brethren, 
but even ta lay down aur lives for them should it be necessa· 
ry.' I will only add the word 'good' mt'uni right, proper, 
duty, &c. and the phrase 'any thin!:' goes a little farther 
than the identical meats and wines offered to idol~, for no 
reference is marle to idols in this whole Eristle.-The SlIb­
ject is ~iving offence.' Taken together they tl'ach us that 
a universal prinCiple is laid rlown by the A postle, designed 
to come into operation whenever our appetites and pili' 
sions chsh with the real interests of our fellow beings; 
and as Dr. Clarke shews, extends nOl merely to the forego­
ing of certain 'meats' or 'winl's' (provided I can have plen. 
ty of other thut is quite as good,) but to the 'life' itself 
which we should be willing to 'lay down' 'for the brethren.' 
AlsG in lst (;0(. 6, 12. 'All things are lawful for mt', b1Jt 
all thin!!"" arp n,)\ pX[ledif'nt.' The Dr. ren.arks,' '\llowinlr 
that they are lawful, or thaI thprp is no IRw MO"a;""t thpfn_ 

yet they are :lot expedient; there is no necessity for them.' 
I ~cho the la~t sentiment wilh reference to intoxicating 
~Tlnks, 'there IS no necessity for them.' Therefore, tho-ugh 
IQ the ab.Hract the use of them is right, abstinence from' 
them for good purpo!!es is laudable duty. See also, 1st COT. 
S, 13. 'Wherefore it meat make my brolher 10 offend, &.c. 
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The Dr. obserY~s, 'Rather than give any oeeasion to a ehri~· 
tian to sin against Christ lind so to harden his (onsciente 

·that he should return to il!olatry snd perish, I would not 
only ab~tain from meats o/fprpd to idol~, but I would eat no 
flesh (and drink no wine, Rom. 14, 21,) should I exist 
throuJlhout ti,e wholp cour~e of time, but live on herb~ &c. 
Is not this the 'rroper application' of these passagt's; most 
in accordance with the spirit and genius of 'pure -religion,' 
orSt. Paul, and esrecially of him, who thollgh 'he was rich 

.yet for ollr sakps became poor, that we might be made rich?' 
Is not any other 'application' of them forced? and i. not 
the meaning put upon the Apostles Word. in the 'sermon' 
a libel on the Christian Benevolence of the sdf denying 
Apostles? I will not say thpre are not even prufessinlr 
Ministers of Christ, whosl' self"lenlal could not hI' screwe<l 
lip a jot hi~her than Mr. D's Commenl, but stich should not 
force St. Palll to tit their iron bed stand. Uke his \'vIaster, 
the Apostle's expansive, burnin!! charity spurns sneh sordid 
limits, and sO"ring above all selfishness and inc!illerencp , 

pants to do an·'! sufi'er 'any Ihing' necessary f'lf the salvQ. 
tion of lost men. I cannot but think most serin,,"lv that 
with such view. ofscriptur!', Mr. D. woulll prove an i7l~'ubvs 
rather than olherwi.e s!JOuld he ev!'r prof~"s frier,dship lnr 
the Temperance Sodety. Suppose the i!eetnr shoul,1 
meet ODe of his parishioners, literally 'stumbling'throll/ih 
'3trong drink,' who, as politely as the nature of the ca~e 
would admit 0(, shollM invite his Rector to 'counten8nc~' 
the 'common' use of [intoxicating) wine or stronjE drilll,. 
by taking a 'horn' with him; 1 fancy 1 hear this kind of 
a reply,-'11 is lawful, and I have a right to drink with YOIl 
jf I chose to do so; bllt in this public place, and especillIlr 
as you are intoxicated, it is n0t expedient, as it might I'D, 

courage othen, and still .nore .~tumblc ron, I will therefore 
abstain from tasting the contents of that 'identical' ju!!", as I 
have several welJ primed decanters at home!!' 'Vhat mira­
cles of conversion from drnnkennes8 surh a shinin~ exam· 
pie of disinterested benevolence would accompli!ih! Such 
christian heroism is sufficient to entitle its I"Jssessor to 
immediate Cannonization! But to be seriOIlS, I am williDg 
to rest our causl' on this I!:rou~. the scriptural doctrine of 
expediency. The sum of all amonnts to this-rarlwr thnn 
offe1ld, St. Paul would abandon the use of 'any thing' nol 
a8sential to existence and duty, NOlv the 'offensive' char· 
acter of intoxicating drinks is palpable. The reason (or 
.bllin,nce then is very strong and it comes immedibtt'ly 
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h6me 10 !!Yery bearl. With less cause 81. Paul would 
eheerfu\ly renounce the 'COIl\mon' use o( things (as IlPBh) 
oonfrssedly useful; with greater cause we are required 10 

yield what we no more need while in health. than we need 
prussic acill or laudanum. Our duty is then bOlh plain 
and easy; and chriiltian patrioti~rr. and benevolence u· 
quire Ihal we honestly diilcharge it. 

On page 14. nolloo reverently towards our Saviour, hIIr 
with oVl'r much courtesy lowards the Rev. T. C. Wilson of 
Perth, Mr. D. has chosen to rllt some of that gentlelllan'. 
words, ('almost verbatim') into the mouth of 'Sanl of Tar· 
IUS,' who is supposed to addrl"ss them 10 Jesus, ojensi1Jeiy, 
in order 10 exhibit the anti· christian sentiments and 'strain. 
of the advocates of Temperance societies.' It is no doubt 
l'ery convenient for Mr. D. to (lvt'r1o"k the expediency 
Chllf8ctPr of some of our Saviour's movements-to forget 
the difference of circumstanct's, which has been bbove re­
ferred to. 8nll to beg the question as he continually does. a. 
to Ihe alcoholic character of the wine ollr Saviuur counte­
nanced. lind does not any candid mind perceive Ihal John 
Baptist might be pitted af:ainst the Saviour, 85 well as many 
"thM gooll men whose approved cond uct differed from his. 
on the same principle and \l.ith equal effect? After such I 

usage of a respectable author an-:l valuable Minister, Mr. D. 
coulc! not complain should severity be lIsed in shewing up 
his faulty sermon. I shall. however, calmly pursue my 
purpose unto the end. Allow me now, then, with no com­
punction of spirit, as to revere-nee. select ('almost verbatim') 
Sf)me sentpnces of the 'sermon' to be addressed to SataD, 
pleasurable, in order to exhibit the unity of sentiment. and 
the similarity of the 'strains' of Anti-temper8nce 8dvocates 
with thosp of the F311an Angel. I shall not employ a third 
(or pious) person; the' Author shall speuk for himself.-

"Thou enemy of all Righteouuess," 
'1 t strikeR me that our sin does not consist in an opposi· 

tion to the [temperance] System, hut in non.opposition;­
ill appllrent apathy. and that we are eulp&ble in having lei 
the error alone so long. lIenee the confusion. the dark­
uess. the perfect ignorancp of many professing christian. 
touching 7'rue Chllrch of Chri.',~ principles. God is [now1 
leaching her watchmen that the trumpet must NO LONGER 
'(live an uncertain sound.' The avowed enemies ofChri!1 
.. nJ. hi~ go.p~1 hl1ve often, and do still 1n many places pal. 
r<.ln,"e II ftl.e T. HociPly) as making fur 'heir infidel prin' 
ei~I~~. Tbey ,isw it [ae 1 ,lto(e&bu Anti·Cbril&iaa ia ill 
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t.ndency. [II \8 a] grnlau. error, [a] faithlu8 expedient, 
a bastard morality. Unjust and ungenerous charges shall 
neitber fright nor temp' me into countenancing or propa­
rating a poor ml'agre make shift morality. [1 assure thell 
that 'houl/h] He [Christ] must have fore~ef'n the SiD of 
the Corinthians who got drunk 'at the Holy Communion,' 
He yet consecrated the application of [intoxicating] wina 
to that most solemn ordinance; [that] the injunction to use 
Wine and Strong Drink 'before the Lord' was given to Ii 

«eneration as prone to excess as the present race of men; 
and St. Paul him~elf, [though] he would abstain from sllch 
meat and wine as had been o!fered to idols lest the faith of 
80me weak brethren might thereby be endangered, [could 
find] Wine enough, and meat enough. that had not been so 
offered, of which he might partake. [And] Du, Lord taught 
his followers that every [alcoholic] creature of God is good 
and not to bl' refused. He came eating and drinkmg, [al­
coholic wine.] He manifested forth his Glery, by changing 
water into [intoxicating] wine, not to supply the act'ual 
wants of his entertainers, but to minister to their innocent 
festivity in riddles, sports, and prohllbly in (lancing. Since 
the formation of Temperance Societies in the United States 
intoxication has fearfully increased!! There is no reason 
why we should suppose that similar societied in our Pro­
"ince should meet with more success. Suppose the asser­
tion true that the Temperance Reformation has Effected 
,reat good [Ihat is] no certain proof of the soundness of 
ahe principles. If this [the good done] be the best proof 
I say, Bad is the Best. [1 appeal to thee,] what infinitely 
greatp.r good would have been by this time effected bad 
the Missionaries of this moral excitement used the samll 
energy and zeal, in compelling their sinful fellow men to 
come to the one great and Divinely Instituted Temperance 
Society, [the Church of England, where are nu] pledges of 
10brielY [save] the sacramental pledge and other means of 
grace. [I shall continue to exhort] my Brethren to !rive no 
belping hand to the meagrf', aseelic Reformation [lVhich 
like] Papal Rome withholds wine from the con~regation 
of Christ's flock, and that has flourished most at the head 
quarters of American Uninlriani&m, Universalism andAthe­
ism. 

'Bravo,' said Satan, 'my Peer@, that's the Clergyman (or 
mil.' 

I will now proceed to notice a favorite remark of Mr. D. 
and other ADti-Temperance pueons. It is 8aid the arl:'" 
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ments of the Temperance advocates against drinks, bear 
equally against -meats. Mr. D. hd8 eVt'n 'he face to offirm 
that the one encourages drunkenness no more than the 
oth('r dOfs gluttony, and he in fact slates the inference Ih.t 
the use of the one is no more to be opposed than the othn. 
The whole of this is f'rror of the grrHset kind. Fir~I, &up· 
posp we admit that fOIJd 'encourages gluttonpy' as muc.h at 
int"xicating drinks dol'S drunkenness. What comparIson 
is there between existing gluttony and existing Intemper. 
IInre as to the ('vii effects produced! To ask the question 
is " .. rely enough. 

flut second.-AJmitting that evil pfi'PCls connect them· 
Ie/vI's with the use of meats, inasmuch as pating food is 
essentially nece~sary to ollr existence anrl support, thrse 
mll't be born with or remedied by attention to the quality 
anll qllantity. The 'Use of food cannot be innocently disu· 
Sl'rl. A person that should starve himself to dl'ath vlllunt6-
ril,' would be a suiride. Every body knows thk Bllt 
will any person say the same of intoxicating drinks? Is it 
rH'res-ary to life, or eHn h~Rlth ? No; but the f('verse.­
\v' " t then becomes of ~1r. D'~ 'exact 1'8r811"I?' That Bny 
mara rdt'able of reading a Serm"n should volunteer 8uch 110 

crlOcl, sion from conning the quotatifln he makl's from my 
panl: Idet. is without an 'exact para1Iel' withlll the circle of 
n',;" observation! 

Dnt Ihird,-l deny the truth of thp, assertion altogpther, 
and p ,Ii for proof. 'In the meantime, I wiIl remark," thllt 110 

~I'ris';.n actuate!l by the spirit of 8t. Paul, would cheer· 
Lily abstain even from any particular kind of meat, rather 
Ih ,n be the means of ruining an immortal soul. But Mr. 
n. knows that no special general danger exi~ts on that 
IIrfl\Jn" IIOW. If he does, then he should act accordingly. 
B-1! he floes know that such danger exists by means of in· 
toxicating drinks! IL.i~ too universally known that all AI· 
cnh"lic drinl{s are, to persons in health, never nst-ful, but 
always injurious. And 'shocking' as 8uch 'obst'rvations' 
\!OUlIrl t I "ars pnlile, forasmuch as they are incontrovertibly 
trup I mnst be alIolVl'd to repeat, that 'Alcohol is 8 poison.' 
And Mr. D. should not forget that it devolves upon him to 
prfJve that the consecratl'd 'fruit of the vine' was alcoholic, 
be/ore he repeats his slanderous remark!l about 'assailing 
thc Sal'inur and the Sacrament.' Does Mr. D. serioosly 
cl,,"ln whether Alcohol is a poison? Physicians, such IS 

Hu,h. Hossdck, Reese, and thousands more, will pronounce 
it poisun. Its effects ioterDally aod eKternally, on the hu· 
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.hem and manifested himself to th~m and prolonged the lives of some of 
them above an hnn"red years. It IS equally true, also, that thousands of 
Temperance members are 'his Jriends.' 

3-. God has set his seal of approbation on Total Abstinence. 
The Nazaritish vow included every description of those drinks which 

.others were tolerated to use, even to 'vinegar of wine.' These were 
total abstinence men. Now when God wanted a man for any difficllit 
and special service, he selected these very persons. Among these wor-

· thies, rank. Samson, Samu~l, Daniel, an~ John Baptist. Jehovah, too, 
f.rebuked the J elVa for temptmg the Nazafltes to dnck.' 'I raised up of 
yom' yO'Uflg menJor ."azarjtes, but ye gave them wine to drink,' 4-0. 'Be­
hold I am pressed und,r you.' ~c. Will Mr. D. imitate those 'rebuked' 
Jews and instil his 'Wine and Strong Drink' sentiments into the minds 
of the 'Students of Divinity' he speaks of? The history of the 'Resolu­
tion put into his hands by one' of them (with which history we happen 

· to be familiar) would intimate the affirmative and also that Less(}lIs on 
· the Temperanc~.subject are readily received and submissively attended 
to! It will be mere evasion for the 'Apologist' to repeat, with regard to 
the Nazaritish vow, what he says about the 'sm of shaving' &c.. I argue 
not so loosely. The case pl'Oves alii quote it to prove, viz. that it is not 
sinJul, but on the contrary acceptable to God, to abstain from particul •. r 
drinks. The case of the Rechabites nroves the same. But we are told 
in the Sermon, 'They were blessed because they had performed the com­
mandment of their father.' Granted. And what was that Command­
ment? Hear it.-'Ye shall drink no Wine; ye, nor your sons forever! 

· Jer. 35, ·fl. AnJ were they blessed in observing this Command? 'l'hen 
it was a lawJul command. 'Children are to obey their parents in all 
things in the Lord.' The fathers enjoined then what was right, and they 
were appr(}Ved in the persevering observance of the enjoined duty. Ab­
stinence Rules,'and Abstinence Practice are here seen to have the seal of 
Heaven's approbation stamped upon them; which we firmly believe is 
what cannot be as fairly shewn with regard to the common use of Alco­
holic Drinks. If any think differently, the Records are at hand. 'To the 
Law and to the Testimony.' 

In Conclusion, I have not taken the trouble to pen the above Strictures 
because I feared the 'Sermon' in question would do much harm. No. It 
is morally impossible now, for sueh men as its Author to make their 
tiny weigilt pel'ceptible, on the who~e, against the cause. It will never­
theless do some harm. It will be something for some Spirit malluJac­
IUTwa, and dealers to ease their consciences with, when 'Truth' has made 
,their business in blood, well nigh intolerable_ And the inebriate of every 
grade will find in that 'Sermon' all he needs to p.ncourage him to perse­
vere on, despite the efforts of fa,mily and friends, to take his 'social' and 
'common' glass, till the tale of woe is forever told. He' will also lind 
there missil .. ready at hand, and prepared by a Clergyman, which when 
winged with an oath or two will defy comparison in the Province of Up­
per Canada. I know well who must bear the fearful responsibility. 
But it is painful to witness such things, and these 'Strictures' are writtJn 
to correct the evil, as far as may lie, and to shew to all that we under­
stand our position, and our principles, and are able and determined to 
maintain them inviolate agaist every sort of opposition. I disclaim all un­
kind feeling towards the Writer or his Church; though I regard them 
both as 'committed' to the side of the Intemperate, as a part of the allied 
force against the temperance cause. There are honorable exceptions as 
to individuals, I am bappy to acknowledge. I have no disposition for 
~mbal; but if luch publications as the 'Apology' are thrown before the 
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public, that public must be better instructed at all hazards. If I know 
my own heart I take a part in the Temperance cause, not from fashion 
or from momentary excitement, but because I believe it to be a duty 
which lowe to God, ami to the best Il~terests of my fellow men. Apart 
from the Temperance Society I might be safe, and many individuals 
more, but unless the Society progresses, thousands on thousands will 
perish, and the cause of human happiness and of Religion, as well as tbe 
Glory of God, will be gr~atly re.tarded •. In view of these important facts 
and influenced by these ImpressIve sentIments, I make my humble appeal 
to one, to all, and affectionately ask them to consult their own hearts in 
SECRET PRAYER, and at the COMMUNION TABLE, and decide in view of 
the whole case whether they can do the most good by becoming consis. 
tent active members of the Temperance Society, or by standing aloof aDd 
it may be pleading for the moderale use ojthe poison! Let our position 
now be well understood. We press upon all, Abstinence from distilled 
liquors witilout exception, and Abstinence from Wine and Strong Beer 
as an habitual beverage, on the ground of expediency, moral influence, 
and as a preventive against the production of that artificial appetite for 
more and more still, which the daily use of these articles is at least quite 
apt to produce. 1 will only add 'we would hail' Mr. D. and his flock, 
and avail us of 'their help and labour of love' on right principles, in the 
good Temperance cause, 'with joyfulness.' Praying God to bless him, 
and to keep the public from imbibing his errors, and copying his exam· 
pIe, so far as Wine and Strong Drink is concerned; and also to sanction 
this humble attempt to sustain Truth,l will now lay down my worn out 
pen-for a season. 

FINIS. 

NOTE.-The Author of the foregoing, from absence, has not had liD' 

opportunity of revising the Proofs. On looking over tbe first sheet sines 
it was printed, a few slight errors have been discovered. One on the 7th 
Page, Top Line, needs more particularly to require notice, as the wl1rd 
"Intempercmce" is erroneowly printed. in place of "TemperCl1\"."-Pa. 


