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GENERAL ORDER.· 

HORSE GUAR»:;;, 

1st September, 1834. 

WITH reference to the System of Field Exercise 
and Evolutions, established by The King's 
Command, and published to the Army by His 
Majesty's authority, the General Commanding
in-Chiefha~ deemed it expedientthat the fCi)llow
ing Abstract should be prepared from the said 
work, for the use, information, and guidance of 
the Non-commissioned Officers of the Army. 

HIS Lordship therefore commands,that every 
Serjeant of Cavalry and Infantry shall be pro
vided with a copy of this Abstract, and that the 
Rules and Instructions therein contained shah 
be strictly adhered to. 

By command of 
His Lordship, 

'rhe Commander-in-Chief, 
JOHN MACDONALD, 

Adjutant General. 
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RUL E S AND RE G U L ATIO NS. 

PART 1, 

INSTRUCTION OF THE RECRVIT. 

T HE Instructor, to whom this duty is intrusted, alld 
who are to be answerable for its execution, must pos
sess an accurate knowledge of the part each has to 
teach, and evince such a clear, firm, and cOlllcise man
ner or conveying their instructions, as will command 
from the men a perfect attention to their directions.
They must allow for the weak capacity ofthe Recruit; 
and be patient, not rigorous, where endeavour and 
good-will are apparent; for quickness is the result of 
much practice, and ought 1;10t at first to be expected. 

Recruits must be carried on progressively; they 
should comprehend one thing before they proceed to 
another. In the first circumstances of p0sition, the 
firelock, fingers, elbows, &~., are to be justly placed 
by the Instructor; when more advanced, they should 
not be touched; but from the example shewn, and the 
directions given, be taught to correct themselves. when 
admonished. Recruits should not be kept too long a.t 
any particular part of their exercise, so as to fatigue 
or make them uneasy, and marching without arms 
should be much intermixed with the firelock instruc
tion. Neither fife, nor music, must on any account be 
used; it being essential to confirm the Recruit by hab
it alone in that cadence of step which he is afterwards 
to maintain in his march to the enemy, amidst every 
variety of nQise and circumstance that may tend to de
range him. 

The habit here adverted to, is ~cquired by impress
ing the time upon the Recruit's mind by tap of drum, 

B 



2 PART 1. 

and no Recruit or squad of Hearuits must therefore be 
permitted to exercise in marching without the con
stant use of plummet, drum, and pace stick; the dnml 
to beat the time only when the squad is halted, never 
when in motion: whenever the supetintendent of the 
drill sees it necessary to give the time, every squad 
will instantly be halted at the first tap of the drum, 
and the recruits be required to give their whole atten
tion to the proper cadence. 

In the manner hereafter prescribed, each Recruit 
must be trained singly, anJ in successive squads; and 
until he is perfect in all points of his duty, he is not to 
join the battalion i-for one awkward man, imperfect 
in his march, or distorted in his person, will derange 
his division, and, of course, operate on the battalion 
and line in a still more injurious manner. Every sol
dier on his return from long absence, must be re-drilled 
before he is permitted to act in the ranks of his com
pany. 

Short and frequent drills are always to be preferred 
to long lessons, which exhaust the attention both of the 
Instructor and Recruit; and too much pains cannot be 
taken by those intrusted with the instruction of Re
cruits to move them on, progressively from squad to 
squad, according to their merit, so that the quick, in
telligent lad may not be kept back by those of inferior 
capacity. To arrive at the first squad should be made 
an object of emulation to the young soldier, by dimin
ishing the number and duration of its drills. 



RECRUIT. 

WITHOUT ARMS. 

SINGLE RANK, AT OPEN ORDER. 

OPEN ORDER is taken by each recruit stretching out his 
right arm and keeping that distance from his right.halld 
man. 

S. 1. Position of tile Soldier. 
THE equal squareness of the shoulders and body to the 

front is the first and great principle of the position of a sol. 
dier. The heels must be in a line, and closed j-the km:es 
Btraight j-the toes turned out, so that the feet may form 
an angle of 60 degrees i-the arms hanging close to the 
body j the elbows turned in and close to the side i-the 
hands open to the front, with the view of preserving the 
elbow in the indispensable position, as above described, and 
thereby of preserving fOlI::;e distances when marching iu 
line i-the little fingers lightly touching the seams of the 
trowsers, with the thumb close to the fore.finger i-the belly 
rather drawn in, and the breast advanced, but without con· 
5traint; the body upright, but inclining forward, so that 
the weight of it may principally bear on the fore part of the 
feet i -the head to be erect, and the eyes straight to tne 
front. , 

in order to supple the recruit, open his chest, and give 
freedom to his muscles, he will be practised in the three 
first movements of the extension mations as laid down for 
the Sword Exercise. 

Too many methods cannot be used to improve the car· 
riage of the recruit, and banish the air of the rustic. But 
the greatest care must be taken not to throw the body back. 
ward instead of forward, as being contrary to' every true 
principle of movement. 
, N. B. The words in the 'margin, which are printed in 
Italics, are the words of command to, be given by the in
itruclor. 

All words of command, and,. particularly the words Hal~ 
!!ond March, must be given distinctly and JOl.ld. 

, »2 



PART I. 

S. 2. Standing at Ease. 

Stand al Ease. On the words Stand at Ease, the right 
foot is to be drawn back about six inches 
and the greatest part of tbe weight of the 
body brought upon it; the left knee a little 
bent; the hands brought together before the 
body; the palms being struck smartly toge. 
ther, and that of the right hand then slipped 
over the back of the left; but the shoulders 
to be kept back and square; the head to the 
front, and the whole attitude without con· 
8traint. 

Attention. On the word Attention, the hands are to 
fall smartly upon the outside of the thighs. 
the right heel to be brought up in a line 
with the left; and the proper unconstrained 
position of a soldier immediately resumed. 

When the recruit falls in for instruction, he is first to be 
taught to place himself, on the word Attention, in the posi. 
tion above described, to remain perfectly steady, and to give 
his whole attention to his commander. Before the word 
Attention is given, and occasionally during the time of drill, 
the recruit may be allowed to rest by Standing at Ease, as 
above explained. 

When standing at ease for any considerable time in cold 
weather, the men are permitted to move their limbs, but 
without quitting their ground, so that upon the word 
Attention, no one shall have materially lost his dressing in 
the line. In this case the Stand at Ease is given .io the 
tona of a permission and not of command. 

S. 3. Eyes to the Right. 

Eyu Rig1a. On the word Eyes Rigltt, glance the eyes 
to the right with a slight turn of the head. 

Eyu Left. At the wotds Eyes Left, cast the eyes in li~e 
4EJIU Fronc. manner to tbe left. On the words Eyes Front, 

the look and head are to be directly to the 
front, the habitual position of the soldier. 

l'he~e motions al'(I useful o( the wh'eeling positionll,-
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or in closing to a Hank,-or when dressing is ordered after 
a halt; and particular attention must be paid, in the several 
turnings of the eyes, to prevent the soldier from moving 
his- body; which must be preserved perfectly square to the 
front; but in all marches to the front, the recruit, at open 
order, must be taught to select objects in his front, and to 
march straight upon them j-at close 'order, the touch, with 
the preservation of a uniform and propel' cadence, must 
form his only guide in marching. 

S. 4. The Facings. 

In going through the facings, the left heel never quits 
the ground; the body must rather incline forward, and the 
knees be kept straight. 

1st. Pla.ce the hollow of the right foot 
To the Riald smartly against the left heel, keeping the 

-r: b' shoulders square to the front. 
J ace. 2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the right 

on both heels. 

1st. Place the right heel against the hoI. 
To the Left, low of the left foot, keeping the shoulders 

face. square to the front. 

To the Rigllt 
about, face. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the left 
on both heels. 

1st. Place the ball of the right toe against 
the left heel, keeping the shoulders square to 
the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the right 
about on both heels • 
. 3rd~ Bring the right foot smartly back in 

a line with the left. 

1st. Place the right heel against the ball 
of the left toe, keeping the shoulders square 
to the front. 

2'0 the Left 2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the left 
about~ face. about on both heels. 

Srd. Bring'up the right smartly in a line 
with the left. 
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Right, or Left, On the word of command Right, or Left 
half [ace. Half Face, each man will make an exact half 

face, as directed, by drawing back or ad. 
vancing the right foot one inch, by which
the whole will stand individually in echellon. 

iVhen it is intended to resume the original 
Front. front, the word of command Front, will be 

given, and the whole will face, as accurately 
as possible, to their former front. 

When it is necessary to perform the dia. 
gonal march to the rear, the recruit wir reo 

Right or Left ceive the word Right (?r Left) ~bout, three. 
about, three. quarters face, upon whiCh he bnngs the ball 

quarters face. of the right foot (not the ball of the t<)e) to 
the left heel, or the right heel to the ball of 
the left foot, and make a three~quarters face 
in the given direction. U pan the word 

Front. Front, if he has faced to the right he fronts 
to the left; and if he has faced to the lefr, 
he fronls to the right. 

The feet in the first of the above motions are to be 
slipped back or brought forward without a jerk; the move· 
mel1t being from the hip, so that the body is kept perfect. 
ly steady until faced: ' 

The greatest precision must be observed in these facings, 
for if they are not exactly executed, a body of men, after 
being properly dressed, will lose their dressing on every 
small movement of facing. 

S. 5. Position in }YIal'chi7lg. 
In marching, the soldier must maintain the posItIOn of 

the body as directed in Sect. 1. He must be well balanced 
on his limbs. His arms and hands must be kept perfectly 
steady by his sides, and on no account be sufferred to move 
or vibrate; care must be taken that the hand does not cling 
to the thigh, or partake in the least degree of the movement 
of the limb. The body must be kept erect and square to 
t~e front. The movement of the leg and thigh must spring 
from the haunch, and be free and natural. The foot must 
ue raised sufficiently high to clear the ground without graz. 
ing it, carried straight to the front, and, without being drawn' 
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had{, placed softly on the ground, so as not to jerk or shake 
the body in the slightest degree. The head ,to be kept well 
up, and straight to the front, and the eyes not to be turned 
to the right or left. 

Balance Step. 
The recruit being placed in the position of the soldier, as 

"have described, is instructed in the balance step, the object 
of which is to teach'him the free movement of his limbs, pre
serving aUhe same 1 ime perfect squareness of shoulders, 
with the utmost steadiness of body, and no labour must be 
spared to attain this first and most essential object, which 
forms indeed (he very fi)undation of good marching. The 
illstructor must be careful that rile recruit does not contract 
n habit of drooping or throwing back a shoulder at these 
Illotions, which are intended practically to shew the true 
principles of marching, and that steadiness of body is com
patible with perfect freedom in the l~mbs. 

1st, Without gaining Ground. 
Caution. 'Balance step without gaining ground, 

commencing with the left Joot. 

Front. ,The left root is brought gently forward 
with the toes at the proper angle to the left, 
the foot about three inches [rom the ground, 
the left heel in line with the toe of the right 
foot. 

R-ear. When steady thEil left foot is brought gen. 
tly back (without a jerk), the left knee a lit
tle bent, the left toe brought close to the right 
heel. The left foot in this position will not 
he so flat as to the front, as the toe will bill 
a little depressed. 

Front. 'When steady the word Frent will be given 
as above, and repeated to the Rear three or 
four times; to prevcnt the recruits being fa-

Halt. tigued, tbe word Halt will be given, when 
the left foot, cither advanced, or to the rear. 
will be brought to the right. 

The instructor will aftel"wirds make the recruit balance 
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upon the left foot, advancing and retiring the right in the 
same manner. 

2ndly. 

Front. 

Forward. 

Pronto 

Gaining Ground by the word Forward. 
On the word Front, the left foot is brought 

gently to the front without a jerk j tire knee 
to be gradually straightened as the foot is 
brought forward, the toe turned out a little 
Wthe left and remaining about three inches 
from the ground. In this posture he reo 
mains for a few seconds only in the first ill. 
stance, till practice has steadied him in the 
position. 

On this word of command, the left foot 
is brought to the ground, at ao inches from 
heel to hee:, while the right foot is raised at 
the same moment, and continues extended to 
the rea;; The body remains upright, but 
inclining forwards; the head erect, and nei: 
ther turned to the right nor left. 

On the word Front, the right foot is brought 
forward, and so on. 

S. 6. Slow Step. 
On the word lIfarch, the left foot is carried 

30 inches to the front, and without being 
Jlarcll. drawn back is placed softly on the ground 

80 as not to jerk or shake the body; the reo 
cruit is to be taught to take 75 of these steps 
in a minute. 

The recruit must be carefully trained, and thoroughly in. 
structed in this step, as an essential foundation for arriving 
at accuracy in the paces of more celerity. This is thu 
illowest step at which troops are to move. 

S. 7~ The Halt. 
llalt. On the word Halt, let the rear foot be 

brought upon a line with the advanced one; 
so as to finish the step which was being 
taken when the command was given. 
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N. B. The words Halt, dress-to be considered as one 
word of command. 

Three or four recruits will now be formed in one rank 
at open distance, and instructed as follows. 

S. 8. Stepping out. 
Step Out; The squad marches, as already directed, 

in slow time. On the word Step out, the 
recruit must be taught to lengthen his step 
to 33 inches, by leaning forward a little, 
bllt without altering the cadence. 

This step is necessary, when a temporary exertion in 
line, and to the front, is required; and is applied both to 
/!Iow and quick time; and at the word (slow or quick step) 
the pace of 30 inches must be resumed. 

S. 9. Stepping Short. 
Step Short. On the word Step Short, the foot advanc. 

ing will finish its pace, and afterwards each 
recruit will step as far as the ball of his toe, 
and no farther, until the wOl'd Forward be 
given, when the usual space of 30 inches ifal 
to be taken. 

This step is uSl'ful when a momentary retardment of either n 
battalion in line, or of a division in column, shall be required. 

S. 10 Marking Time. 
llark Time. On the words, ~"'I'Iark Time, the foot then 

advancing completes its pace, after which 
the cadence is continued, without gaining 
any ground, but alternately throwing out the 
foot and bringing it back square wi~h the 
other. At the word Forward, the usual 
pace of 30 inches will be taken. 

This step is necessary when a column, division, &c., on 
tbe march, has to wait for the coming up of others. 

S. II. 'Th~ Side or Olosing Step. 
The side or closing step is performed from the halt in 

quicl~ time, by the following commands: 
Right Close-Quzck March. 
Left Close-Q",ick March. 
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Right Close, In closing to the ril!ht, on the wO.rd Quick 
Quick March. March, eyes are turned to the l"Ight, and 

each man carries his right foot about 10 
inches directly to his right (or, if the files 
are closed, to his neighbour's loft foot,) and 
instantly brings up his left foot, till the heel 
touches his right heel, and proceeds to take 
the next step in the same manner; the whole 
with perfect precision of time, shonlders kept 
square, knees not bent, and in the true line 
on which the body is formed. At the word 

Iialt. Halt, the whole halt, turn their eyes to the 
front, and are perlectly steady. (Vide S. 
:3, Part If.) . 

NOTE-In closing on rough or broken ground the knees must 
necessarijy be bent. 

Step Back, 
Jlfarch, 

Halt. 

S. 12. Stepping Back. 

The Step Back is performed in the slow 
time and pace of 30 inches, from the halt. 
On the command Step Back---lIfarch, the 
recruit must be taught to move straight to 
the rear, preserving his shoulders square 
to the front, and his body erect. On the 
word ~fIalt, the foot in front must be brought 
back square with the other. 

A few paces only of the Step Back can be necessary at 
a time. 

s. 13. Changing the Feet.. 

To change the feet in marching, the ad
vanced foot completes its pace, the ball of 

Change Feet. the .other is brought up quickly to the heel 
of the advanced one, which instantly makes 
another step forward, so that the cadence 
may not be lostl 

.This ~ay be required of an individual, who is stepping 
WIth a dlffe~en! foot from the rest of his divislon; in doing 
which he wll!m fact take two successive steps with the
same foot. 
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S. 14. Oblique Step. 
When the recrnit has acquired the regular 

length and cadlmce of the slow pace, he is 
To the Left to he taught the oblique step. At the words 

obliqu6~If[arch. To the Left oblique-March, without altering 
his personal squareness of position. he will, 
when he is to step with his left foot, point 
and carry it forward 19 inches in the diago. 
nalline, to the left, which gives ahout 13 
inches to the side, and about 1 a incllf's to 
the front. On' the word Two, he will Ilring 
his right font 30 inches forward. so that the 
right heel be placed 13- inches directly be. 
fore the left one. In (his position he will 

Two. pause, and on the word Two, continue to 
march, as before directed, by advancing' his 
left foot 19 inches, pausillg at each step" till 
confirmed ir.l his pOfJition ; it being essentially 
necessary to take the greatest care that his 
Fh@ulders be preserved square to the front. 
F"rom the combination of these two rilOve. 
ments, the general obliquity gained will 
amount to an angle of about 25 degrees.
When the recruit is habituated to the lengths 
and directions of the step, he must be made 
to continue the march, without pausing, and 
with firmness; when he has been made 
perfect in the oblique step in slow time, he 
must be instructed in quick time on the 
same principle. 

As all marching (the side step excepted) invariably be. 
gins with the left foot, wbether tbe obliquil~g commences 
from the halt or on the march, the first diagonal step taken 
is by the leading foot of the side inclined to, when it comes 
to its turn, after the command is pronounced. 

The squareness of the person, and the habitual cadp,nced 
&tep, in consequel:ce, are the greatest directions of the 
oblique, as well as of the direct march. " 

Each recruit sh6uld be flcparatelyand carefully instrllcted 
in the principles of the forego"ing sections of the d_rill.-" 
They form the basis of all military movements. 
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S. 15. The Quick Step. 
The cadence of the slow pace having become perfectly 

habitual to the recruits, they are now to be taught to marcil 
in quick time, which is 108 steps in a minute, each of 30 
inches, making 270 feet in a minute. 
Quick, lIIarch. The command Quick, March being given 

witb a pause between them, the word Quick 
is to be considered as a caution, and th6 
whole to remain perfectly steady. On the 
word March, the whole move off, conforming 
to the directions given in Sec. 5. 

After the recruit is perfectly grounded in marching tv 
the front in quick time, all the alterations of step, as above, 
for slow time, must be practised in the quick time. 

This is the pace which will be applied generally to all 
movements by large as well as small bodies of troops j and 
therefore the recruit must be trained and thoroughly in. 
structed in this essential part of his duty. 

S. 16. The Double March. 
The directions fol' the March, in the preceeding section, 

apply in a great degree to this step, which is 150 steps ill 
the minute, each of 36 inches, making 450 feet in a minute. 

Double March. On the word Double March, the whole 
step off together with the left feet; keeping 
the heads erect, and the shoulders square to 
the front; the knees are a little bent; the 
body is more advanced than in the other 
marches j the arms hang with ease down the 
outside of the thigh. The instructor will be 
carefnl to habituate the recruit to the full 
pace of 36 inches, otherwise he will get into 
the habit of a short trot, which would defeat 
the obvious advantages of this degree of 
march. 

Ha7t. As directed in Section 7. 
Th~ w?rd jliarch, given singly, at all times denotes that 

,lOle ttme IS to be taken; when the Quick or Double March 
is meatlt, the words Quick or Double, - as a caution, will 
precede the word March. . 
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The great advantage attending the constant use of the 
plumf!let must be obvious; and the several lengths swinging 
the times of the different marches in a miuuhl,are as follows: 

Slow time ••••••••••• 75 steps in the minute 
In HUD. 

24, 96 
12, 03 Quick time •••••• · ••. 1 08 •••••••.•••.•••• 

D·ouble march .•••••. 150 ..•.•••.•• • ' ••••• 6, 26 

A musket.ball suspended by a string which is not sub. 
ject to stretch, and on which are marked the different reo 
ql.liJ'ed lengths, will answer the above purpose, may be 
easily acquired, and should he frequently compared with an 
accurate standard in the arJjutant's possession. The length 
of the plummet is to meal'ured from the point of suspen. 
ilion to the centre of the ball. 

SINGLE RANK AT CLOSE ORDER. 
\ 

~ix or eight recruits will now be formed in rank at close 
files, having a steady weIl.drilled soldier on their flank to 
lead, and will then be carefully instructed in the touch, 
which in close order constitutes the principal guide and 
regulator in marching. Each man, when properly in line, 
should feel his right or left.hand man (towards the point of 
direction) at the tbick part of th~ arm immediately below 
the elbow, which must continue turned in and close to the 
side. The fingers are kept straight, the thumb close to the 
fere.finger, the thumb and fore.finger in a small degree 
turned out (in order to keep the elbows close), the edge of" 
the hand very slightly touching the thigh, and a little be. 
hind the seam of the trowsers. The touch must be light, 
and crowding carefully avoided. 

Dre". 

S. 17. Dressing when halted. 
Dressing is to be taught equally by the left 

as by the right. On the word Dress, each 
individual will cast his eyes to the paint to 
which he is ordered to dress, with a slight 
turn o(the head, but preserving the shoulders 
and body square to their front. The wholo 
person of tbe man must move as may be 
Ilecessary, and bending backward or forward 
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is not to be permitted. He must tuke short 
quick steps, thereby gradually and exactly 
to gain his position, and on rio account ,be 
sutIered to attempt it by any sudden or VlO. 

leut alteration, which must infallibly derange 
whatever is beyond him. The faces of the 
men, and not their breasts or fect, are the 
line of dressinO'. Each man is to he able 
just to disting;ish the lower part of the face 
of the second man beyond him. 

In dressing, the oyes of the men are al ways turned to the 
ofrlcer who gives the word Dress ; and who is posted at the 
point by which the body halts; and who from that point 
corrects his men, on a point at or beyond his opposite fiallk. 

The faults to be avoided, and gtmerally committed by the 
liIoldier in dressing, are, passing the line; the head too for. 
ward. and body kept back; the shoulders not square; the 
head turned too much. 

With a view to establish more exactly the principles on 
whicb all dressing depends, the following instructions in 
the drill of Reeruits will be observed. 
By the Right The right hand man will be moved ut> Ii 

(or Left) puce and quarter ~or half), and another Bol. 
forward Dress dier, as a second point, four paces to his 

right, while the left.hand man, or any other 
person, serves as a corresponding point for 
the instructor, upon the left. The instmctor 
will then give the word, No.2, by the right/or. 
ward Dress,when the second recruit wiJl take 
a pace to the front with the left foot, and shut".. 
fie up into line with the two points on his right, 
taking up his touch and dressing at the same 
time i the instructor, standing clear to the 
right of the two points, when he sees that the 
recruit is properly dressed, and the touch per. 

Eyes front. fect,gives the word Eyes front,that heads may 
be replaced and remain square to the front. 

By the Right When every recruit individually has prac. 
(or Left) back. tised and is perfect in his dressing up, both by 

lIJard Dress. right and left forward, he must be taught to 
dress back by the right and lett in the 2iUDe 

manner. 
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The instructor will then cause two or three recruits tl!' 
dress up and back together, taking care that the touch il;l 
always preserved, and afterwards the whole squad together., 

No rank, or body, ought ever to be dressed, without the 
person on its flank appointed to dress it, determining, or at 
least supposing a line, on which the lank, or body, is to be 
formed, and for that purpose taking as his object the distant 
flank man, or a point beyond such flank, or a man thrown out 
on purpose; dressing must then be made gradually, and pro. 
gmssively, from the fixed point, towards the flank one; and 
each man successively, but quickly, must be br0ught up inlo 
the true line, so as to become a oew point, from whence the 
person directing proceeds in the correction of the others ; llnd 
he himselt~ when so directing, must take care that his person, 
or his eyes at least, be in the true line which he is then giving. 

S. 18. File Marching. 
The recruits must first face, and then be . 

instructed to cover each other exactly in file, 
so that the head of the man immediately be. 

1i the fore may conceal the heads of all the others 
o -- in his front. The strictest observance of 

face. all the rules fi)l' mal'ching is particula.rly 
necessary in marching by files, which is 
first to be taught at the slow time, and 
afterwards in quick time. 

Marck. On the word March, the whole are im. 
mediately to step off together, gaining at 
the first step, 30 inches, and continuing 
each step without increasing the distance 
betwixt each recruit, every man locking or 
placing his advanced foot on the ground, 
before the spot from whence his preceding 
man had taken up his. No looking down, 
nor leaning backward, is to be suffered, 011 

any pretence whatever. The leader is to be 
directed to march straight forward on some 
distant objects given him for that purpose, 
and the recruits made to cover one another, 
during the march, with the most scrupulous 
exactness; great attention must be paid to 
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prevent them from opening out and losing 
their compact formation. 

S. 19. Wheeling of a single Rank, in Slow Time, 
from the halt. 

Right wheel. At the word, Right wheel, the man on the 
right of the rank faces to the right; on the 

March. word March, they step off together, the wh.ole 
turning their eyes to the left (the wheehng 
or outward fll\nk), except the man on the 
left of the rank, who looks inwards and, duro 
ing the wheel, becomes a kind of base lille 
for the others to conform to, and maintain 
the uniformity offront. The out ward wheel. 
ing man steps the usual pace of aD inches, 
the w hole observe the same time, but eacn 
man shortening his step in proportion as he 
i8 neirer to the standing flallk OB which the 
wheel is made. During tre ,,.heel, the whole 
remain close to the Rtanding flank; that is, 
they touch, without incommoding their neigh. 
bour; they mllst not stoop forward, but reo 
ma\n upright; opening out from the stand. 
ing flank is to be avoided; closing in urOll 
it, during the wheel, is to be resi",ted. On 

Halt, Dress. the word. Halt, Dress, each man halts im. 
mediately, without pressing forward. Tho 
dressing forward. The dressing being com· 

EyesJront. pleted, the squad receives the command 
Eyes front. 

When the recruit"! are able to perform the wheel with 
accuracy in the slow time, they mUI~t be practised in quick 
time. 

Nothing will tend sooner to enable the recruit to ac. 
quire the proper length of step, according to his distance 
fro~ the pivot, than continuing the wheel without halting 
for IiIcveral revolutions of the circle, and also giving die 
word Halt, Dress, at instants not expected and when only 
a 6th, 8tb, or any smaller proportion of the circle is com. 
pleted. ' 
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S. 20. Wheeling backwards, a single Rank. 
On the Right, At the words On the Right, backwards 
backwards Wheel, the man on the right of the rank 

Wheel. I fa.ces to his left. At the word Quick lIfarch, 
Quick 11'larch. the whole step backward in quick time, 

, dressing by the outward wheeling man; 
those nearest the pivot man making thGir 
steps extremely small, and those towards the 
wheeling man increasing them as they are 
placed nearer to him. The recruit in this 
wheel must not bend forward, nor be suffered 
to look down; but, by casting his eyes to the 
wheeling flank, preserve the dressing of the 

Halt. rank. On the word Halt, the whole remain 
perfectly steady, still looking to the wheeling 

Dres:;. flank till they receive the word Dress. 
The recruits should be first practised to wheel back. 

wards at the slow step; and at all times it will be neces· 
sary to prevent them from hurrying the pace; an error 
soldiers are very liable to fall into, particularly in wheeling 
j;;lckwards. 
S. 2L Changing the Direct'ton by the 'Wheelof a single 

Rank on a moveable Pivot. 
When the rank is marching to the front, 

and is ordered to change its direction to eith. 
Rigltt (or left) er flank, it receives the word Right (01' Left) 

Shoulders Shoulders forward; upon which the outward 
J;jTward. file of the named flank continues to step out 

at the full pace, and the wheel is performed 
(according to the principle explained in Sec
tion 20) upon the inner file of the other fiailk, 
which brings the shoulder gradually round
a,nd gaining ground sufficient to circle round 
the wheeling point (where such is given,) 

Forward. mal'J-.s time, until it receives the word FOT-

'1JJard: but the wheel on the moveable pivot.is 
aiways made at the same time at which the 
body may be moving. The commander gives 
the word Forward, when he sees that the 
. lank has gained'the ftont on which he intends 
it to move in a perpendicular direction •. 

. C 
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S. 22. Oblique Marching in Front. 

When the squad is marching in f,'ont and 
Ri aht oblique. receives the word To the R(ght oblique; 

o each man, the first time he raises the right 
foot, will, instead of throwing it straight l'or. 
ward, carry it in the diagonal direction, as 
has been already explained in Sec. 14, taking 
care not to alter the position of his body, 
shoulders or head. The greatest attentiull 
is to be paid to the shoulders of every man in 
the squad, that they remain parallel to the 
line on which they first were placed, and that 
the right shoulders do not fall to the real', 
which they are very apt to do in obliquing (0 

the right, and which immediatdy changes 
Foru·ard. the direction of the front. On the word For. 

ward, the incline ceases, and the whole march 
forward. In obliquing to the }efl, the sallie 
rules are to be observed, with the difi'erellce 
of the left leg going to the left, and attention 
to keep up the left shoulder. 

The s~me i.nstructions that are given for slow time serve 
also for q:lick time. 

In obIiquing to the right, the touch must bo preserved to 
the left, and vice versa, excepting in the obliquing of a bat. 
talion, when the touch must always be to the centre. 

S. 23. Diagonal .lHarch. 

This march will be commenced from the 
Right (or left) halt, by giving the command Right (or Left) 

half face. halfface, as described in See. 4, and on the 
March. word March, the men move on the diagonal 

lines upou which they are individualJy placed 
~Halt, Front. in echellon. Upon the command, Halt,Front, 

the original front is resumed. When the' 
squad is marching to the front and it is de. 
sired to take an oblique direqtion the word 

Right (orleft) Right (01' Left) half turn, is given, and the' 
half turn. men move as above prescrihed,-and when 
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it is intended to m~'ve to the original front 
El·om tUfll. without halting, the word Front turn is given, 

when each man will again turn his body (0 

the front and move forwards without check. 
ing the pace. 

When the movement is performed to the 
left,· the reverse of the foregoing instructions 
will take place. 

During the diagonal march the leading flank will be the 
pivot for the lime being; for instance, when a squad or 
company is moving by the right half turn, the right.hand 
man must pay particular attention to the length of pace, 
and to move perpendicular to the line he took up when he 
made his half turn, as the accuracy of his movement may 
assist very much in preserving the division in its proper 
position. The other files must be careful that their right 
IlfmS do not get beyond the centre of the men's backs who 
precede them in echellon; and if they keep this position, 
llJeir right feet will just clear the left of the preceding file. 

WITH ARMS. 

s. 24. Position of the Soldiel·. 

When the firelock iR shouldered, the person of the sol. 
dier remains in the position described under the head of 
Close order, except that the wrist ef the left hand is turned 
a little out, the better to embrace the butt. The firelock is 
placed in the hand, with the two first joints of the fingers 
grasping the inside of the butt, the thmnb alone to appear 
in front. The piece must be carded at the full length of 
the arm, the butt a little forwarq, the fore part nearly even 
with that of the thigh; the hind part of it lightly touching 
the thigh, when -stationary, without being in the least de. 
gree affected by it when in.,lDotion. The .firelock will 
rest upon the hoilow of the shoulder,and be held firm and 
steady. 

c2 
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S. ;25. Different lJ:lotions of the FireZ{)ck. 

The following motions of the firelock will. b~ taught a~d 
practised as here set down, until each reCr~lt.ls per~ect ~Il 
them; they being necessary for the ease of tM soldIer 111 

the course of exercise. 

As mentioned 
in the manual 

Exercise. 

Supporting arms. 
Sloping arms. 
Canying arms. 
Ordering arms. 
Standing at ease. 
Attention. 
Shouldering from the order. 

The recruit must be accustomed to carry his arms' for a 
considerable time together; it is most essential he should 
do so, and not be allowed to support or slope them so often 
as is. practised, under the idea that long carrying them is a 
l'0sition of too much constraint. 

A company or battalion is never to come to the HALT, OR 

FORM IN LINE, or to dress, (which are situations where the 
greatest accuracy of front is required,) but with carried 
arms. 'When troops are in motion, arms may be sloped 
by word of command; and it must here be observed, that 
,,:hen this is the case, the touch to the fil:elock arm must 
hB kept by the elbow. It is to be understood, as a general 
rule, that in the double march, as the men make the first 
step, they slope arms, without any separate word of com
mand; on being halted, arms are instantly carried in the 
same manner. 

s. 26, Attention in forming the 8quttd. 
'When the SQUAD or division (consisting of from six: to 

eight files) falls in, each man, with carried arms, w ill tak~ 
his place in his rank. beginning from the flank to which he 
is ordered .to form; he will dress hin1self in line by the rule 
already gwen, assume the ordered position of a· soldier} 
and stand perfectly steady. Attenti.on must be paid tb.t 
the files are correctly closed; that the men in the rear rank 
cover well, looking their file leaders in the middle of the 
ned~; that the rear rank has jts proper dlstance of one pace 
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(30 inches) from the front ranl{, and that both ranks are 
equally well dressed. 

Rear Rank, 
talee Open 

Order. 

March. 

Rear Rank, 
lake Close 

Order. 
j~Jarch. 

S. 27. Open Order. 

The recruits being formed in two ranks 
at close order, 011 the w()rd Rear Rank, take 
Open Order, the flank men on the right and 
left of the rear rank step briskly back one 
pace, face to their right, and stand covered, 
to mark the ground €In which the rear rank 
is to halt, and diess at open order; every 
other individual remains ready to move. On 
the word March, the dressers front, and the 
rear rank steps back one pace, dre~sing by 
the right. 

S. 28. Close Order. 

On the word Rear Rank take Close 
Order, the whole remain perfectly steady; 
a.t the word ~jyfarch, the mnk closes within 
one pac(). 

S .. 29. THE MANUAL E'KERCISE. 

].st. 1st, Bring the right hand briskly up, 
·ecure Arms. and place it under the cock, the fore.finger 

touching the back part of it, the thumb 
placed between the stoc.k and barrel, and 
pointing to the muzzle, l{eepin~ the fire. 
lock steady. 

2nd. Quit the.butt with the left hand, and 
seize the firelock with it· at the swell, 
bl'ingillg the elbow close down upon 
the lock, carefully avoiding to raise 01' 

lower the shoulder ; . the right hane! kept 
fast in this ~motion, and the piece ~till 
vpright. 

3,rd. Quit t:he right hand, givi.!1g the' piqcc 
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2nd. 
8houlde! 

Arms. 

PART 1. 

a cant with thEl' fore.fingers and bring it 
down to your riO'ht side, ,bringing the fire-

o f' lock down to the secure, under the Ie t arm, 
the elbow thrown a little to the rear, the 
guard just visible, the thumb on the sling, 
the fingers grasping the barrel, and the 
hand rather below the hip bone. 

1st. Bring the firelock up to the perpendi. 
cular line,seizing it with the right hand under 
the cock, as the first motion of the secure. 

2nd. Quit the left hand, and strike the butt 
with the palm, grasping it at the same instant. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, and bring it 
smartly down to the right side. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand 
Order Arms, at the lower loop, just at the swell, the elbow 

close to the body. 
2nd. Bring it down to the right side, to the 

trail, allowing the little finger to slip bet ween 
the stock and barrel, the butt as low down 
as the artn will admit without constraint. 

3rd. 

3rd. Drop the heel of it on the ground, 
placing the muzz~e against the hollow of the 
right shoulder, and the hand flat upon the 
side of the stock; the thumb ollly to appear 
on the sling; 

4th. 1st. at the word Fix, place the thumb 
Pix Bayonets. of the right hand, as quick as possible, 

behind the barrel. 

5tlt. 
Shoulder 

Arms, 

2nd. As soon as the word of command is 
fully given, take a gripe of the firelock, and 
push the muzzle a little forward, grasping 
the bayonet with_the left haud, the elbow 
kept well forward so as not to interfere with 
the left.hand man, and fixing it with the 
utmost celerity. The instant this is done, 
return, as quick as possible, to the order as 
above described, and stand perfectly steady. 

1st. As soon as the word Shoulder is 
given, take a gripe of the firelock with the 
right hand, as in fixing bayonets. 
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7th. 
Shoulder 

Arms. 
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2nd. At the last word, Arms, the firelock 
must be thrown, with the right hand, in one 
motion, and with as little appearance of 
effort as possible, into its proper position on 
the left shoulder. The hand crosses the 
body in so doing, but must instantly be with. 
drawn. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand, 
under he guard, turning the lock to the 
front, but without moving it from the shoul.
der. 

2nd. Raise the firelock up from the shoul
der to the poise, by placing the left hand 
(sma-rtly and with a tell) upon the sling, fin
gers pointing upwards; the wrist upon the 
guard" ana the point of the left thumb of 
equal height with, and pointing to the left 
eye: the piece to be kept perpendicular in 
this position, the Jeft elbow close to the butt, 
and right elbow close to the body. 

3rd. Bring down the fire lock with a quick 
motion. as low as the right hand will admit 
without constraint, making it lell with the 
left hand, drawing back the right foot at 
the same instant, so that the hol!0W of it 
may touch. the left heel. The firelock in 
this position, with the guard to the front, to 
be totally supported in the left hand, and 
opposite to the left thigh; the right hand 
lightly holding the small of the butt; the 
fingers pointing rather downwards; the body 
to rest entirely on the left foot; both knees 
straight. 

1st. By a turn of the right wrist, bring 
the firelock to its proper position on the 
left shoulder, making the motion tetl, the 
left hand grasping the butt, and bringing up 
the right foot at the same instant to its ori~ 
ginal position;· 

2d. Quit the right hand brillldy, and bring 
it down to the right side. 
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8th. 
Port Arms. 

9t1l. 
Charge 

Bayonets. 

lOth. 
81wulde, 

.1.rms. 

PART I. 

At one motion throw the firelock from 
the shoulder, across the body, meeting it 
smartly with both hands l/-t the same instant, 
to a diagonal position, in which the lock is 
to be turned to the front, and at the height 
of the breast; the muzzle slanting upwards, 
so that the barrel may cross opposite the 
point of the left shoulder, with the butt pro. 
portionably depressed. 

The right hand grasps the small of the 
butt, and the left holds the piece at the 
swell, close to the lower pipe; the thumbs 
of both hands pointing towards the muzzle; 
both elbows close to the body, the fingers of 
the left hand between the stock and the 
balTel. 

Make a half-face. to the right, the right 
toe straight off to the right, and the left toe 
full to the front, and bring down the firelod:, 
to nearly a horizontal position, with the 
muzzle inclining a little ~pwards, and the 
right wrist resting against the ho1l0w of the 
thigh below the hip. 

1st. Throw the firelock up tQ its proper 
position on the left shoulder, the left hand 
falling smartly on the butt, and grasping it, 
and at the same instant coming to yo.ur 
proper front. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly, and 
bring it down to the right side. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand 
under th~ guard, turning the lock to the 
front,but without moving it from the shoulder. 

2nd. Raise the firelock up from the shoul. 
der to the poise, by placing the left hand 
upon the sling, fingers pointing upwards, the 
wrist upon the guard, and the point of the 
left thumb of equal height with l and pointing 
to, the left eye; the piece to be kept per. 
pendicular in this position. 

~I'd. Bring the fil'elo~k down to' th~ righ.t 
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12th. 
Or'der Arms. 

13th. 
Advance 
Arm.s. 

14th. 
Shoulder 

Arms., 

N. B.-In 

side with the right hand as low as it wi!! 
admit without constraint, at the saine time 
striking it smartly with the left hand at the 
swell, the guard between the thumb and 
fore.finger of the right hand, the three last 
fil'lgers unrler the cock, with the guard to 
the front. 

4th. Quit the left hand. 
1st.' At this word the left hand is brought 

smartly across the body, and seizes the fire. 
lock, with the fore-finger in the line with 
the point of the right shoulder. 

2nd. Bring the firelock down as low as 
the left arm wil' admit to the right side; at 
the same time let the right hand seize the 
top of the ramrod, between the second joint 
of the fore.finger and thumb, the whole of 
the fingers shut in the hand. 

3rd. Let the firelock drop on the ground, 
and the I;ight hand be smartly brought to 
the position of ordered arms, quitting th~ 
left hand short away, at the same instant. 

1st. At the wInd Advance, the thumb of 
the right hand is slipt quickly in real' of the 
barrel. 

At the word Arms, it is brought to the 
advance bya sharp cant of the .right hand; 
the left arm is brOlilght across the body, to 
steady the fireloek to the shoulder. 

2nd. Quit the left hand. 
1st. Bring up the left hand and seize the 

piece at the swell,raising it about one inch; 
at the same i.nstant slip the thumb' of the 
right hand under the cock, by a turn of the 
right wrist. 

~l'ld. Throw it s.martly to its proper posi Q 

Hon.on the left sho.\llder, .the left hand fall. 
ing smartly on· the butt, grasping it. 

3r.d.· Quit lJle right hand, and briug it to 
the right Side. 
(1(C2G 1Itotirm~ great care must be taken if!! 
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p,.eserve the sqllareness of the body, and to avoid raising or 
sinking the shoulder. 

15th. • 1st. Seize the small of the butt, under 
Support Arms. tbe lock, with the right hand, the thumb 

16th. 
Stand at 

Ease. 

17th. 
Attention. 

pointing upwards. 
2nd. Bring the left arJll under. the cock. 
3rd. Quit the right hand. 
At this word of command the right hand 

is brought smap!!y across the body, and 
seizes the firelock at the small of the butt, 
close up under the left arm, with the thumb 
of the right hand poi-oting tlpwards, the 
right foot dm wn back, the left knee bent, 
and the fil'elock a little slopecl. 

At t!,is word of commal1d the right hand 
is dropped smartly tf) the right side, and 
the right foot brought in line with the left. 

13th. 1st. Seize the small of the butt under the 
CarTY Arms. left arm, with the right hand. 

2nd. Smartly place the left hand grasp
ing the tutt, the firelock kept steady. 

:.lrd. Quit the right hand. 
At the same instant allowing the left arm 

to sink to the full extent. 
19th. III sloping arms the upper part orthe arm 

Slope Arms. is not to move, the guard of the firelock is 
to be raised so as gently to press against 
the hollow of the shoulder, the hand in a 
line with the el\)ow, the toe of the butt in a 

20th. 
Stand at 

Ease. 

21st. 
A.ltentio11. 

line with the centre of the left thigh. 
On the word Ease, bring the right hand 

smartly across the body, placing it on the 
len hand, both thumbs on the fore part of 
the heel of the butt, that of the left hand 
uppermost, and drawing the right foot back 
at the same instant, the left knee bent. 

At this word of command resume the atti. 
tude of attention, by bringing the right hand 
smartly to the right side, and the riO'ht foot 
in line with the left. C 



22nd. 
Carry Arms. 

. 23rd. 
Order Arms. 

24th. 
U'Rjix 

Bayonets. 

25th. 
Stand at Ease. 

RECR UIT - 'With Ann.). 

1st. Drop the left arm to its extent, and 
bring the right hand smartly across the boclr; 
the fore part of the fingers to meet the small 
of the butt, as in the first motion of the 
" Secure." 

2nd. Quit the right band . 

As prescribed in page 22. 

At the word Unfix, slip the thumb of the 
right hand ill rear of the barrel; at the 1(!..:;;t 
sound of the word Bayonet, force the muzzle 
a little forward, bring the left halld smartly 
to the upper loop, the thumb pointing up. 
,,·ards. ·:::;trike the bow of the bayonet with 
the heel of the right hand, so as to Ullfix it; 
let the bow fall over the thumb, and the two 

fore.fingers on the top of the socl,el, with 
the left hand f0rce the muzzle of the firelock 
back to its proper position, at the same in. 
stant bring the thumb of the left hand on the 
top of the scabbard, f0r the purpose of guid. 
ing the bayonet into it; and bring the right 
hand smartly to the position of ordered arms. 

As before directed. 

It is to be understood that whenever a battalion in line 
charges with bayonets, the whole are in the first instance 
to advance at a firm quick step. with shouldered arms; at 
the word Prepare to Charge, the firelocks of the fi-rlut rank 
will be brollght to the long trail, and those of the rear rank 
to the slope j-at the word Charge, the firelocks of the 
front rank will be thrown smartly to the charging position, 
and the race increased to double march, caretiIlJy avoiding 
too much huny. The enemy being routed, it will depend 
on the officer commanding to give the word lIalt, when 
,both ranks will shoulder arms, !lnd proceed as may be 
afterwards directed. 

In marching any distance, or in standing at ease when 
supported, the men are allowed to bring their right hand 
across the body to the small of the butt, which latter must, 
in that ca,se, be thrown ~ little forward j the fingers of the 
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left hand being uppermost, must be placed bet\~eel1 the 
body and the "ight elbow; tbe right hands are to be ll1stantly 
removed when the division halts, or is ordered to dress by 
the right or left. 

TIME. 
Tho motions in the Manual Exercise are to be performed, 

leaving one pause of the slow time of march between eacb 
motion, except that of fixing bayonets, in which a longer 
time must be given. One pause should also be made be
tween the first and last parts of the words of command; 
for instance, shoulde?' (one pause) arms, both in manual and 
platoon. 

The mar;ual is not to be executed by one word, or signal, 
hut each separate word of command is to be given by the 
officer who commands the body performing it. 

SENTRIES. 
Sentries, posted with shouldered arms, are permitted 

afterward~ to support, but not to slope them. On the ap
proach of an officer, they immediately carry their arm>:, 
and put themselve~ into their profJer position, which is not 
to be done at the instant he passes, but by the time he is 
within twenty yards of their post, so that they may be P\;I'_ 
fectlysteady before he comes up. 

Sentries are to port arms when challenging any persoLl 
approaching their posts. 

CORPORALS. 
Corporals marching with reliefs, or commanding de. 

tachments or divisions. are to be on the right, and will earry 
their arms advanced, with bayonets fixed. 

JfETHOD OF PILING ARMS. 
Pile ilr.'ns. The ccmpany standing in close order with 

ordered arms, and told off by threes, the 
word Pile is then given: the whole of the 
:2ompany slip the thumb of the right hand 
in real' of the barrel of the· firelock, at the 
~a.me time drawing back their right D1C'!, in 
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order to face to their right, with the excep. 
tion of numbers two in the rear rank; thev 
advance their right feet in the hollow of th~ 
left, in order to lace to the left. The word 
Arms is then given, the whole of the front 
rank, and one and three of the rear, face to 
the right; one and three files of the ii'ont 
rank turn the firelock on the heel of the 
butt with the sling towards them. One and 
three files of the rear rank ,turn the firelock 
on the heel of the butt with the, sling from 
them, which brings the lock outwards: hav. 
ing done this, they lock their ramrods toge. 
tber, still bearing them well up so as to shew 
an interval. Number t,vo file of the front 
rank throws his fit'elock to tbe rear as he 
then stands, and brings his left hand on num· 
ber one muzzle, and completes that pile; 
having done that, he remains perfectly steady 
faced to the right; in piling with number 
three, the front and rear ranks have already 
locked their ramrods. Number two of the 
rear rank thro~s his firelook off to his own 
rear as he then stands, and completes num. 
bel' three pile by briqging his left band on 
the muzzle of the firelock; haviug dGne this, 
he faces to his right ab<mt, and remains 
steady. 

UNPILE ARMS. 

Unpile Arms. At the word Unpile, the whole advance 
their right feet in the hollow of the left, and 
seize their fil'elocks at. the top brass, thumbs 
pointing vpwards; the files numbered two 
of the rear rank must work well round on 
the hips to reach their firelocks: at the 
word Arms tbe whole ~match their fire. 
locks toward8 them, and front at the same 
till)e. . 
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FUSIL EXERCISE. 

THE Fusil at the shoulGcr, or when carried, is to be 
placed in the left hand to the full ex lent of the arm; the 
Imrrel to the front, the cock resting upon the fingers, and 
the thumb over the hammer. 

lst. 1st. Raise the left hand to a height that 
Secure Arms. will Hdmit the fingers of the right hand 

being placed under the cock. 

2nd. 
Sholilder 

Arms. 

2lJd. Seize the fusil with the left hand at 
the swell, with the elbow clo»e. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, giving the piece 
a cant with the fure.fingers, and bring the 
fusil to the secure, under the left arm, 

1st. Bring the fusil up to the perpendicll. 
lar line, seizing it "'ith the right hand under 

,the cock. 
e· 2nd. Quit the left hand, and seize the cock 
and hammer, at the same time allowing the 
fusil to sink to the full extent of the left 
arm; the right arm remaining across the 
hody, with the points of the fingers on the 
barrel, to steady tbe piece: ' 

3rd. Quit the right hand and bring it 
smartly down to the right side. 

3rd. 1st. Bringthe right hand across the body, 
Order Arms. and seize the piece below the top swiyel. 

2nd. Bring the fusil down in front of ' the 
body within two inches of the ground; lock 
full to the front,--Jeft hand seizing the 
fusil,--thumb as high as the muzzle. 

3rd. Drpp the butt to the ground close 
between the toes. In this position the fusil 
i.s to be light Iy held between the thumb and 
finger;;; of the right hancl/ which are to poinJ 
downwarCs. 
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41h. Seize the bayonet with the left hand and 
Fw., Bayonets. fix it. and resume the position of " Ordered 

AnTIs." 

5th. 1st. Grasp the fusil with the fingers of the 
Shoulder arms. right hand. 

~lld. Throw the fusil ioto the . left hand 
aod quit the right. 

6th. At one motion throw the fusil across the 
Port Arms. .body, in the manner directed in the l\lanuul 

Exercise. 
7th. 

Charge 
Bayonels. 

8th. 
Shoulder] 

Arms. 

As laid down in the Manual Exercise. 

1st. Thr0w the piece into the left hand, 
seizing it as directed at the" Shoulder," the 
right hand straight across the body, the 
points of the fingers on the banel to stea. 
dy it. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly. 
9th. 1st. Slope the fusil on the left shoulder, 

S,l.Ippol1 Arms. till the guard presses against the front of 
the shoulder j at the same time seize the 
small of the butt with tbe right hand. 

2nd. Seize the butt with the left hand. 
3rd. Quit the right hand. 

IOt". The same as in the position of" Slope 
Stand at Ease. j,rms" in the Manual Exercise. 

11th. 
Attention. 

12th. 
Carry Arms. 

,~. 

13th. 
Slope Arms. 

As laid down in the Manual Exercise. 

1st. At the word Arms, seize the small of 
the butt with the right hand. 

2nd. Slip the piece to tbe full extent of 
the left arm, seizing the cock and hammer 
as directed in "Shoulder Arms j" the point 
of the fingers of the right hand slip along 
the barrel to steady it. 

3rd. Quit the right hand: 

The same as directed for the" Support," 
without any pause between the motions. 



14th. 
Stand at Ease. 

15th. 

PART I. 

AS laid down in the Manual Exercise. 

As laid down in the Manual Exercise. 
Attention. 

16th. 1st. At the word Arms, seize the small of 
Carry Anns. the butt with the right hand. 

The 2nd and 3rd molions the same as 
the " Support." 

17th. Raise the right hand to the swell of the 
Trail Arms. fusil, and bring it down to the trad on the 

right side. 
18th. Throw the fusii into the left side, seizing 

Shoulder arms. the cock and hammer with the left hand, 
and quit the right at the same time. 

19th. 
Order Arms. 

20th. 
Unfix 

Bayonets. 

In three motions, as before directed. 

Slip the left hand down to the right, strike 
the bavonet oft' with the ri ·:rht hand, and r~. 
turn it; and resume tl1e-po~~ion of " Atten. 
tion." , 

21st. Slip the'right hand up to the left, draw 
Stand at Ease. the right foot back, and bend the left knee. 

2:!nd. Bring the right foot. up to the left, an.d 
Attention. slip the right hand down to thE) full extent of 

the arm. 
Serjeants in line wiiI remain steady at "Shoulder Arms" 

during the peKormullce of the tA"anual and Plato!}!! Exer. ' 
elses. 

In taking up an alignement, the i"Gsil is to be raised with 
ti,e left hal'.d, the small of the butt being seized with the 
right, and the piece brought before the body, the barrel to 
the front, the left hand on the butt. 

S. 30. Platoon Exercise, and different Firings. 

The recruit having a thorough knowledge of the differ. 
ent motiofls of the fil'elock, as shewn in the Manua! E:,.;el'. 
eise as follows: 

£ight or ten recruits being formed in a single rank, at 
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elose files, and shouldered firelocks, will be thus taught to 
tire before they are formed in two ranks. 

1st. As a front rank standing. 
2nd. As a rear rank standing. 
3ed. As a front rank Imeeling. 
4th. Alii a rear rank kneeling. 

Asfront Rank. 1st: Upon the command make a quarter 
Prime £),ZfJad. face to the right, which will bring the left 

toe direct to the front, the right foot to be 
drawn back six inches in a diagonal direction 
to the right, at the same time bring down 
the firelock to the priming position, with 
the left hand at the swell, the elbow close in 
front of the left hip, the side.brass touching 
the right hip, the thumb of the right hand 
placed in front of the steel with the fingers 
clenched and wrist a little turned out, the 
firelock nearly horizontal. 

Handle 
Cartridge. 

!,rime. 

'Bol,tt. 

2nd. Open the pan by closing the elbow 
to the side, fingers straight along the lock 
plate pointing towards the muzzle. 

1st. Draw the cartridge from the pouch. 
2nd. Bring it to· the mouth, holding it 

between the fore-finger and the thumb, and 
bite off the top of the cartridge. 

1st. Shake some powder into the pan, 
and place the three last fingers on the steel. 

2nd. Sh4t the pan by closing the elbow. 
3rd. Seize the small of the btllt with the 

above three fingers. 

1st. Turn the- piece nimbly round to the 
loading position, meeting the muzzle with 
the heel of the rigl1t hand, the butt within 
two inches of the ground and the Bat of it 
against \he left ankle; at the same time 
bring up the righ~ shoulder to th!'! front, and 
equare the heels. 

2nd. Place the butt on the ground without , D 



Dra'/lJ 
Ramrodi. 

Ram down 
Cartridge. 

Return 
Ramrods. 

PART I. 

noise, raise the elbow ~quare with the shoul. 
der, shake the powder into the ~arrel, put. 
ting in after it the paper and the ball, after 
which the fingers are straight, with the 
second joint of the fore-finger re~ting on the 
head of the ramrod and thumb pointing 
downwards, elbow square with the shoulder. 

In this position each recruit must feel tho 
guard against the centre of the left shin, the 
thumb of the left hand pressed against the 
centre, and in front of the left thigh, the 
muzzle of the firelock to be brought in front 
of the breast-plate, and the barrel to the frollt. 

:~rd. Drop the right elbow close to the 
body and seize the head of the ramrod with 
the second joint of the fore-finger and 
thumb. 

1st. Force the ramrod half out, and seize 
it back handed exactly in the middle, with 
tbe elbow square with the shoulder. 

2nd. Druw it entirely out with a straight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it at the 
same time to the front, put it one inch into 
the barrel; the ramr. d is thus held between 
the two fore.fingers and thumb, with the two 
last fingers shut in the hand. 

1st. Push the ramrod down, holdillg it 
as before exactly in the middle till the se
cond finger touches the muzzle, elbow close. 

2nd. Press the ramrod lightly towards 
yOll, and slip the two fore.fingers and thumb 
to the point, then grasp it as before. 

3rd. Push the cartridge well down to the 
bottom. 

4th. Strike it two very quick strokes with 
the ramrod. 

1st. Draw the ramrod half out, catching 
it, back.handed, with the elbow square. 

2nd. Draw it entirely out with a straight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it to the 
front i put it into the loops, and force it as 



A..f Frollt 
~ank. 

Ready. 
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quickly as possible to the bottom, the fore. 
finger and thumb holding the ramrod as in 
the position immediately previom; to draw
ing it, and after a pause of one pace of the 
slow time bring the firelock with one motion 
to the same position as at the word prime 
and load, at the same time resuming the half 
face to the right, and carrying the right foot 
diagonally to the rear. 

Place the thumb of the right hand on the 
cock, and fingers behind the guard, and cock 
the piece; then take a graRp of the butt, 
fixing the eye stedfastly upon some object 
in front. 

P',cnt. Bring the firelock up to the present slowly 
and independently until in line with the ob. 
ject the eye had fixed upon; then pull the 
trigger WIthout a jerk, and when fired, reo 
main. looking on the aim until the word load 
is given. 

'foo much pains cannot be laken to pre. 
vent the recruit from raising hill firelock 
with a jerk, it must be deliberately raised 
until aligned with the object that the eye is 
fixed upon, and so that he may lay the right 
cheek on the butt without too much stOOD. 
ing of the head; particular care must be 
taken that the recruit in this position shuts 
the left eye in taking aim, looking along 
the barrel with the right eye from the breech. 
pin to the muzzle. 

Lopa. Bring down the firelock to the priming 
position, and take hold of the cock with the 
thumb and fingers behind the guard, and 
draw it back to the half cock; the loading 
will be performed as befo·re directed. 

~Mu1der arms. Seize the small of the butt and place the 
nreloek on the left shoultler, bringing the . 
.shoulders and heels square to the front. 

2D 
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As Rear Rank. Make a half £ilee to the right, which will 
Ready, brinD" the left toe direct to the front, and 

step ~vith the right foot as far t<!> the right a8 
will bring the right toe of each man close 
to the toes of the left foot of his right. hand 
man and pointing to the right; at the same 
time bring down the firelock to the right 
side, seizing it with the left hand at the 
swell; the side.brass to be four inches above 
the right hip, and cock the fire lock, fixing 
the eye on some object in front, as before 
directed. 

P'sen'. Bring up the firelock to the present slowly 
and independently, and pull the trigger when 
the object is covered, as before directed for 
front rank. 

Load. Bring down the firelock to the position 
described for making ready as rear rank, 
and half cock, as before directed. 

Handle . As before directed. 
Cartridge. 

Prime. 
, .Bou.t. 

Draw 
Ramrods, 

Ram DOWA 

Cartridge. 
Return 

Ramrodl. 

As before directed. 
Turn the piece nimbly round to the load. 

ing position, meeting the muzzle with tHe 
heel of the right hand, butt within two inches
of the ground and the flat of it against the 
inside of the left ankl€, bringing the right 
shoulder square to the front, and keeping tht) 
right foot fast. 

2nd. Place the butt on the ground without 
noise, inside the hollow of the left foot, and 
proceed as before diFected. 

.As before directed. 

As before directed. 

As before directed, and after n "';'pause of 
lOne pace of slow time, bring the firelock to 
the position of prime 811d ·loau

6 
r6sumin'g 

the right half face. 
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TO FIRE KNEELING. 

37 

As Front Rank Sink down smartly on the right knee, 
kneeling. which is to be drawn back about six inches 
/leady. from the left heel, the left leg to be perpen

dicular, the head and, body erect, the fire
lock to be brought down to the priming 
position, the side.brass in line with the 
haunches; then cock the piece, and grasp 
the small of the butt, at the same time fixing 

P'sent. 
the eye stediastly on some object in front. 

Raise the firelock slQwly until in line 
with the object, and fire as already Ilirected 

. for front ralik standing. 
Load. Handle 

Cartridge. As before directed. 
Prime. 
'Bout. With the left hand pass the firelock round 

in front Qf the left knee, and bring it to the 
left side close to the thigh, the butt to the 
rear, the sling upwards, the muzzle about 
three inches farther back than the left knee. 

Load. Draw . 
Ramrods. 

Ram down 
Cartride. 
Return 

Ramrods. 

As before directed, and bring the firelock 
round in front of the left knee to the priming 
position by shifting it through the left hand. 

N. B.-When the word Order Arms is given, the men 
are to spring up to the standing position, bringing the fire
lock to the order . 
.As Rear Rank Sink down smartly on the right knee, 

kneeling. which is to be drawn, back about six inches 
Ready. diagonally to the right of the left heel; the 

left leg to be perpendicular, the head and 
body erect, the firelock to be brought down 
to the priming position, the side. brass four 
inches above the haunches; then cock the 
piece and grasp the small of the butt, at the 
same tjrr.e fixing the eyes sterilfastly 011 tome 
object in front. 



P'sent. Load. 
Handle 

Cartridge. 
Prime. 
'Bout. 

PART 1. 

As before directed. 

Turn the body to the right and lean to the 
rear, and with the left hand reverse the fire. 
lock, bringing the butt to the front, the sling 
upwards, the muzzle about the same height 
as the right elbow. 

"rhe recruits being thoroughly grounded in the foregoing 
instructions, may now be practised in two ranks at cluse 
order, in the different firings as a company in line, as a 
wing of a battalion, as a battalion firing a volley, file 
firing, &c. &c. 

From twenty to thirty files may now be formed into two 
ranks at close order, with shouldered arms and fixed bay. 
onets. 
-4.$ a Company, The front rank and rear rank as described 

prime in the foregoing directions, each man doing 
and load. his motions with the greatest celerity, and 

as correctly as shewn in slow time, after 
shutting the pan, a.nd placing the hand 011 

thl: small of the butt, the right.hand man 
will, as soon as he hears the division has 
done, cast about, the division taking the 
time from him; after casting about, each 
man will- load and work his ramrod, 1).8 

shewn in slow time, but the motions to b;} 
done without pause between them. 

Company. 
Ready. 

P'senl, 

After returning ramrods, the whole reo 
main perfectly steady, with the fore.finger 
und thumb grasping the he"ld of the ramrod, 
and after a pause of one slow pace, come tu 
the pl'imillg position. 

This serves as a caution only. 
As shewn before, both rank; keeping the 

feet fast. 
As tefore directed :-" P'sent"-At tho 

close of the General, or at the word Cease 
firing, the company, if mad a ready, receives 
the words Half-cock Arms. 



Half·cock 
Arms. 
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Placethe thumb of the right hand in front 
of the Cock'flcrew, and the fore.finger at the 
same time upon the trigger; the cock is 
then to be drawn a little back, and the trig. 
ger to be drawn so as to disengage the 
catch; the cock to be gently let down till 
the edge of th~ flint touches the hammer; 
then quit the trigger and draw back the cock 
to the catch of the half.cock ; the small of 
the butt to be seized with the right hand, 
and the right foot brought up to the left. 

Shoulder Arms. In the usual manner, and stand perfectly 
steady. 

But-if the company should be in the act 
ofloading, it will go on, and come to the prim. 
ing p~sition when done, waiting for the com. 
mand of the officer to shoulder. 

Firing as a wing or as a battalion, is per. 
formed precisely as laid down for a ~om. 
pany. 

When a battalion fires a volley, and it is 
not intended to reload, the caution will be 
given to fire a volley and half·cock (at the 
priming position.) The battalion will then 
Shoulder Arms and Shut Pans, by word of 
command from the commanding officer. 

N. B.-A company, wing, or battalion, can prime and 
load, or make ready from the order, with the same ease as 
ftom the shoulder. 
. For instance, at the words Prime and slip the thumb be
bind the barrel, and at the word Load according to direo. 
tion. 

Any movement can take place from • Ordered Arms,' as 
occasions may require, in the following manner :·-U pon 
the first word of the caution, bring the fingers round the bar. 
reI, and raise the butt about one inch from the ground, I with 
the muzzle close against the hollow of the shoulder j and at 
the word Halt, resume the position of "Ordered Arms." 

The long trail. for the ease of the soldier, may be used OD 

a liT.e of march, or, in marching to and from the place of 
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parade, or exercise, or with guards marching to and from 
their posts. . . 

Trailed arms must never be used 10 field movements, as 
upon such occasions it will cause loose marching, and 10sI!l 
of distance. 

Row perJor171.ed at tile Halt. 

Trail Arms. Slip the right hand down to the swell of 
the stQck, and lower the muzzle to a hori. 
zontal direction; at the same time the rear 
rank will fall nimbly back a short pace, so 
that the muzzle of the firelock shall touch 
the cuff of the front-rank man's jacket. 

Change Arms. Change from one hand to the other, as 
often as may be necessary. 

The short trail must never be used in any instance, 
except the second motion of the order, and fixing and un
fixing bayonets on the march, as such motions tends to 
cramp the muscles of the arm_ 

At the word Halt, arms are to be ordered, without the 
word Order Arms, when the rear rank will close to thl> 
froQt. 

INDEPENDENT, OR FILE FIRING. 

Independent or file firing may commence fmm the right 
or left of companies, or from any particular part of the line, 
as may be directed, and should be done as follows :-

At the close of the preparative. the first file will begin, 
the caution having previously announced at what part of the 
line the firing is to commence; when the first file comes to 
the present, the next file makes ready, and so on for the 
;first fire, after wbic:h each file will fire as soon as loaded, 
the rear-rank man keeping his eye on his front· rank man, 
and preserving his fire until his front-rank man has fired, 
and at the close of General thev will come to the shoulde-r 
independently, after loading. • 
. "rhe ~ecruits hav.ing a thorough knowledge of the preced
leg porholl of the dnll, may now be formed in four ranks, a.lld 
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-TactIcs to receive cavalry with two ranks kneelillg, as it 
~ necessary to do so in square foul' deep. 

~repare to reo The first rank kneel as front rank, the 
ist Cavalry, second rank kneeling Rei rear rank, both 

Ready, bringing at the same time the butt of the 
firelock in front of the right knee, the lock 
turned uppermost, the right hand lightly 
grasping the small of the butt, holdillg tho 
firelock firm with the left hand at the middle 
of that part between the third loop and the 
swell, the lower part of the left arm resting 
upon the thigh, the muzzle of the firelock 
slanting upwards, so that the point of tha 
bayonet will be about the height of a horsij'ii1 
nose. 

The third rank make ready as a rear 
'. rank, with this difference; they will carry 
the, right foot only six inches to the right; 
the fourth rank make ready as rear rank; ill 
this the kneeling ranks do not cock, the two 
.standing ranks will commence file firing at 
the close of the Preparative, or at the word 
Commence Firing,-and at the close of the 
General, 01' at the word Cease Fh'ing, they 
will load, and come to the front with ordered 
arms (at the right side) and shoulder by 
'\vord of command, with the kneeling ranks, 
who will also shoulder from the right side; 
tile kneeling ranks may be fired if necessary, 
for which the Commander will give the 
words Kneeling Ranks, ready, p'sent. and 
which they do as directed in the foregoing 
instructions; then with a quick motion bring
the firelock down to resist cavalry as before, 
and remain perfectly steady till the word 
Load is given. 

N. B.~ When the word Load is given, after firing in a 
.equare, the kneeling ranks will load as front ranl,i, 
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S. 31. Firings. 

When the recruits have acquired the management OJ 
their arms, and are perfect in the motions of the manua 
and platoon exercises, they will be instructed at close 
ranks in firing. 

Direct to their front and both ranks kneeling. 
By files. 

S. 32. fflarching to the Front and Rear. 

The squad, or division, lS to be partiCUla~ 
well dressed; files correct; arms carrie i 
the rear rank covering exactly, aud each in i. 
vidual to have bis just attitude and positi n 
before the squad is ordered to move. T e 
march wi!! be made by the right or left flank, 
und a proper trained man will therefore con· 

Sqltad or duct it. The word Squad or Division, to 
Pivision be given as a caution; upon which the rear 

rank will on all occasions lock up; and at 
March. the word Nlarch, each man steps forward a 

full pace. The recruit must not turn his 
haad or eyes to the flank by which he is 
marching, as a turning of the shoulders 
would undoubtedly follow. His elbows must 
be kept steady, his proper touch maintained, 
and his whole movement, both as to cadenc~ 
and length of pace, must be regulated in 
conformity with that of the man next to ,him, 
towards his pivot flank; and without refer. 
ence to the man uponhis reverse flank,whose 
business again it is to conform to him. :011 
the word Halt, the rear rank will make /I. 

short pace, so as to resume its distance of 
one pace from the front rank. 

Halt, Pront, Turning to the right or left, or about, in 
][arch. march, is Dot to be at first practised; but 

the squad is to Halt, front, by command, 
and then March. 

01\ many occasions, where a body, great or small, after 
a movement to the rear or in file, is immedialely to resume 
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its proper front, instead of the words to halt, and face about, 
the words halt, front, with a slight pause between them, 
will be given, when it is instantly to face to its proper froilt 
in line. It is after fnmting, that the dressing, if necessary', 
is ordered to take place. 

To march straight forward is of the utmost consequence, 
and he 'l1?ho commands at the drill will take the greatest pai1l.r 
to make his squad perfect in this essential object ;-fur this 
purpose. he will often rlace himself behind the flank file by 
which the squad is to move in marching, and take a point, 
or object, exactly in front of that file, and another in its . 
tear j he will then command ]jfarch, and remaining in hi:; 
place, he will direct the advance of the squad, by keeping 
the flank file always in a line with these objects, Great 
care mUf,t be taken to prevent the leaning back of the sol. 
dier, and the bringing forward or falling back of a shoulder, 
as they are faults which, ifnot instantly rectified, will create 
confusion in a line, where one man, by bringing forward a. 
sho:.Jlder, may change the direction of the march, and oblige 
the wing of a battalion to ruo, in order to keep dressed. 

In short, it is impossible to labour too much at making 
the soldier move straight forward, ke~ping always the same 
fiOnt as when he commenced his march. This is effected 
by moving solely from the haunches, keeping the body 
steady, the shoulders square, and the head to the front; 
and it will be attained without difficulty, by a strict atten· 
tion to the rules given for marching, and a careful observ. 
ance of an equal length of step, and an equd cadence or 
time of march. In all of which he must be guided by the 
correct touch to the pivot flank. . 

The recruit must be practised in changing the pace, 
without halting, from slow to quick and double, and from 
q.u;ick to slow time ; as well as from quick to double, alJd 
from double to quick time: but never from double to slow 
time, without a previous halt. 

Right Turn. 

Left Turn. 

Tllrning on the march, in oJder to con· 
tinue it, is necessary when companies, or 
their divisions, are moving in file, and that, 
without haItidg, it is eligible to make them 
move on in front i 01' when moving ill 



Ritjht About, 
turn. 

Left AbDul, 
t61rn. 
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front, it is proper without halting to make 
them move on in file. 

This movement is applicable to compan. 
ies, whereby the front. is changed Otl the 
march without halting; On the word Turn, 
each individual soldier, without changing 
step, or cadence, comes to the right or left 
about on his own ground, and in his own 
person performing the movement in the time 
prescribed for three distinct paces, then 
marking time till he receives the word For. 
ward, when he resumes the full pace to the 
front. 

Strong taps of the drum, regulated by the plummet, will 
be given immediately before the word 1I1arch, to imprint the 
required measure on the mind of the recruit j bnt the word:il 

. left,right, are never to be used. 

S.33. 

Rear Rank, 
take Open 

Order. 

Rear Rank, 
take Close, 

Urder. 

Open and Close Order, on the March. 

The squad, when moving to the front in 
slow time, receive" the word Rear Rank, 
take Open Order; on which the front rank 
continues its march, without altering the 
pace, and the rear rank marks the time, OIlQ 

pace, and steps off at the second step. 
On the word Rear Rank, take Close 

Order, the rear rank steps nimbly up to close 
order, and instantly resumes the pace _ at 
which the front rank has continued to march. 

S. 34. March in File to a Flank. 

The accurracy of the march in file is so essential in aU 
countermarches, file movements, and all deploymenls from 
dose column, that the recruit cannot be toa much exer. 
cised in it. 

To the -face, After facing, and at the ~ord March, the 
March. whole squad steps of at the same instant, 

each replacing, or rather overstepping"the 
foot of tl;le man before him j that is, the right 
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foot of the second man comes within the left 
foot of tIle first, and thus of everyone mora 
or less overlapping that of his preceding 
man. The front rank will march straight 

. along the given line: each soldier of that 
rank must look along the necks of those 
before him, and never to right or left, 
otherwise a waving of the march will take 
place, and of course, the loss and extension 
of the line and distance, whenever the body 
returns to its proper front. The men of tho 
rear l'ank must regulate themselves by their 
leaders of the front rank, and always dress 
in their file. Although file marchi~g is in 
general made in quick time, yet it must alISO 
be practised and made in slow time. The 
li!ume position of feet, as above, takes place 
in all marching in front, where the rear rank. 
is <}losed, and locked up. 

The Instructor must take care that every man takes at 
onee his full length of pace at the word March. 

S. 35. Wh.eeling in File. 

Squad. The squad, when marching in file, must 
be accustomed to wheel its head to eithet 
flank; each file following successively; with. 
out losing or incressing distance. On this 
occasion, each file makes its separate wheel 

RiCht Wheel. on a pivot moveable in a very small degree; 
. but without altering its time of march. 

The front.rank men, whether they are 
pivot !)len or not, must keep up to their dis. 

:Lef' Wheel. tance alld the wheeling men must take a 
very extended step, and lose no time iD "_ 
moving on. 

The head ot a company marching in file, must change 
direction in the same manJler on the moveable pivot, by 
;gradiially gaining the new froin the old direction, and there. 
by DVoidil;lg the sudden stop that otherwise would take place. 
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S. 36. Wheeling forward jromthe Halt. 

The directions already given for the wheel. 
ing of a single rank (vide Sec. 19) are to be 
strictly attended in this wheel of the squad. 

Right Wheel. On tbe wprd Right (or Left) WhPel, the rear 
rank, if at one pace distance, locks up. At 

Quick March. the word Quick iWarch, the whole step toge. 
ther in the quick time, and the rear rank, 
during the wheel, inclines so as to cover thG 

Halt. proper front rank men. At the word Ball, 
the whole remain perfectly steady. 

S. 37. Wheeling backward. 

The squad must be practised in wheeling backward in 
quick time. In this wheel, the ranks may preserve the 
diSitance of one pace from each other. Great attention 
should be paid to prevent the recruits from fixing their eyes 
on the ground. (Vide Sec. 20.) 

S. 3S. TYheeling on a halted and moveable Pivot. , 

The directions for wheeling on a halted, and on a motle. 
able pivot. haye already been given in Sects. 19 and 21. 
The squad should now be practised in both, until the reo 
cruits are thoroughly confirmed in those movements. 

S. 39. Stepping (')ut,--Slepping short,-Marking 
Time,-Vhanging .F'eet,-The Side Step,-Stepping 
back,-The Oblique Stepl-The Diagonal March. 

The squad must likewise be practised in stepping md, 
depping short, marking time, changing jeet, the side step, 
stepping back, the oblique step, and the diagonal march, th6 
instructions for which have been fully detailed in the fore. 
going sections. 

N. B. -In closing by the side step, the touch will b{t 
kept to the closing flank. 

It cannot be too strongly inculcated, thaIevery just move. 
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ment and manc:euvre depends upon the correct equality of 
march, established and practised by all the troops of the 
same army. When this is not attended to, disunion aHo 
confusion must follow, on the junction of several battalions, 
nltl10ugh, when taken separately, each may be well trained. 
It is in the original instruction of the recruit, and squad, 
that this great point is to be attained. The time and le11gth 
of slep are prescribed: the TIM.E is infallibly ascertained by 
the frequent corrections of the plummet, which, when 50 

applied, will soon give to each man the habitual measure so 
much desired; and the LE::-IGTII of step is acquired by 
repnted practice alJd the constant use of the pace stick. 
'When a squad marches by files, by threes, or by fours a 
man should be placed upon the flank of the leading files to 
whose !;Itep the pace sticl{ can be conveniently applied to 
correct the length of step of the whole. 

In closing the elementary part of the soldier's instruetiol\ 
it cannot be tOQ strongly stated, that where the task of tbe 
drill serjeant ends, there the task of the company's officers 
and non.comissionerl officers commences. The recruit hus 
indeed been taught the rudiments of his profession in the 
drill squad, but it is only in the ranks of his company that 
the lessons he has received can be so applied and rigidly 
ell forced, as to ensure that the acquired positions and move. 
ments of the soldier shall become the natural habit of the 
man. Under the eye of thoroughly-instructed superiors, 
who will give their scrupulous attention to the object here 
insisted, on, the transition, from the recruit to the perfect 
soldier, will not be very tedious, when it will be awkward for 
Ii. man so trained to do wrong; and his drill may then bEt 
said to be over for life. In order, however, to arrive at this 
great end of all military training, no slovenly habits must be 
suffered to creep in at private parades. The serjeant ill 
inspecting his section, and the copomi in marching his re
lief, must exact as much attention and precision from those 
under him, as the drill serjeant invariably requires from his 
squad. By practice, what was at first constrained, will be. 
corne natural and easy. Thq soldier thus trained, whether 
under the eye of the reviewing general or the fire of an 
el.lemy, will perform his part with facility and correctnelis. 

END OF PAR'!.' I. 
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OF THE COMPANY. 

S. 1. Formation of the Company. 

Tn: Recruit being thoroughly grounded in nllthe pre" 
eeding parts of the driB, is HOW to be instructed in the 
movements of the company, as a more immediate prepara
tion for his joining the battalion; for this purpose from 10 
to 20 files are to be assembled, formed, and told off, in the 
following manner, a!! a company in the battaliDIl. 

The company FALLS IN at close order, with shouldered 
arms; the files lightly touching, but without crowding; 
eaeh man will then DCCUpy a space of about 21 inches.
The commander of the company takes post on the right 
of tnefl'Ont rank covered by a serjeant in the rear rank. 
Tile other serjeallts will form a (bird, or supernumerary 
rank, three paces from the rear rank. 

When a company is thus singly formed with its officers, 
the captain is 011 the right, and the other officers in the 
rear, as also the drummer Dr piDneer in a third rank, at 
three paces dist1!.nce. In this formation companies are to 
assemble on their private parades, being sized from flan/is 
to centre. ' 

The company will be told off in suh.divi§ions, and four 
Ilections. If four officers are present, the captain, when 
the company is in columll of sections, takes the leading 
section, the next in seniority the third seC' lion, the third ill 
rank the fourth section, and the junior officer the second. 
The covering serjeant will cover the second file from the 
pivot of the leading section. When there are but three 
officers, the coverillg serjeant will take the second section 
from the head of the column. The company will also be 
told off oy threes from the right, numbered 1, 2,3. 

Should there be a bla,~k file in telling off the company ill 
line, it will iuvariably be the fourth file from the left. 

E 
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When thus formed, the eompany will be practised i~ 

Opening ~ 
and Ranks.' (Sect. 27 and 28, Part 1. I 

Closing of 

t 
to the front, ~ 

Dressing to the rear, . by the right and let~;: 
in an oblique direction, 

and be exercised in the several motion::; of the firelock. 
Close Order is the chief and primary order ~!l whiell' 

the battalion und 'its parts at all times assemble arId form .. 
Ope-n Order is only regarded as an exception from it, al1tl 
occasionally used in situations of parade and show. 1[1 
dose order, the rear rook is closed up to, within one pace, 
the length of which is to be taken from the heels of one 
:rank to the heels of the other rank. in open order they 
are two paces distant from each other j when for inspec-
tion, ~hJ'ee paces. ' 

In order to distinguish the words of command given by 
the instructor of the drill (who represents the commander 
of'the battalion) from those given by the commander of tho' 
company, or its divisions, the commands of the former are 
iu OAPITA:!. leiters, those of the latter in Italic. 

S. 2. Marching to the Front~ 
1:. In the drill of the company, the person 

instructing mUfit .always consider it as a 
company in battalion, and regulate all its· 
movements upon that principle j he will 
therefore, before he puts it in motion to front 
or rear, indicate which flank is to direct, tly 

BY THE iUGRT giving the word BY THE RIGHT, LE'FT, OR: 

(OR LEFT), CENTRE, MARCH, on which eyes will be di-
)lARCH, rected ful! to the front, nnd the touch pre-

or, served to the named flank, or to the centre, 
Q.utolt llLa.RCI[. as required. Should the right be the direct. 

ing flank, the commander 0f the company 
himself wiU fix on objects to march upon in 
a line truly perpendiclliar to the front of the 
company; and when the left flank is ordered 
to .direct, he and his covering serjeant will 
shlft by the rear to the left of the front rank, 
and take such objects to march upon. Tbe 
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conductor of the company, before the word 
HAROH id given, will remark some distinct 
object on the ground, in his own front, and 
perpendicular to the directing flank: he will 
then ob:serve some nearer and intermediate 
point in the same line, such as a stone, tuft 
of grass, &c.; he will move upon them with 
accuracy, and as he approaches the nearest 
of those points, he must, from time to time, 
choose fresh ones in the original direction, 
whieh he will by this means pres~rve, never 
having fewer than two such points to move 
upon. 

~ As the MARCH of every body, except in the case /(If 
inclining. is made on lines perpendicular to its front, each 
individual composing that body must remain perfectly squaT?! 
to the given line; otherwise he will naturally and insen. 
sibly move in a direction perpendicular to his own person, 
and thereby open out, or close in, according to the manner 
in which he is turned from the tme point of his mnrc~
If the distortion of a single man operates in this manner, 
and all turnings of the head do Sf) distort him, it may be 
easily imagined what that of sel'eral will occasion, each of 
whom is marching on a difi't)rent front, and whose lines of 
direction are crossing each other. 

The company, during its march in line, will occasionally 
be ordered to 

Step out • ••••••••••••• ' •• vide Sect. 
Mark, Time. . . . . . . . . . . • . " 
Step Short . ••••••••••••• 
Open and close ranks • •••• 
Oblique . . . ', .••••. I,' •••• a 

Diagonal, Marcl&. ~ ••••••• 

" 
" 
If 

S. 3. The Side Step. 

8) 

l~ I 
33 ( 
221 
23 J 

PA.RT J, 

I The side or Closin.g step must also be frequently prac o 

till~d; it is very neeessary and'useful on many occasions, 
~I}en halteq, and, when \l very 'smail distance is to be moved 
t() 'either flank, 
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When the whole company is to clo!le to a 

flank, if supposed to be a division of a. co
iumn, its commander remains in his pilice 
upon the flank and ~Ioses with his company; 
hut if the company is to be considered as the 
division of a line, and no stated number of 
paces is mentioned, its commander will in 
that case step nimbly forward on the co¥tion 

'lM TIIi!l RIGHT TO TIlE RIGHT (OR LEFT), CLOSE, and place 
OR LEFT.. himself three paces itl front of that flank 

CiLoSE. whic~ is supposed the inner one, or that 
which is nearest to the centre of the line, in 
order that he may be prepared to halt hig 
company at the proper time, as well /,is to 

take a general Buperintendunce of ill:'! move· 
ment. 

~lJWK At the word QUICK KARCH, the men step Qfi' 
~A.;V!L together. 
uu,~o . On the word HALT being given, the officer 

i'nl8tantly resumes his place in the line by tho 
rear. 

n'l'l'" BACK 

-IU.ECE. 

S. 4. The Back Step. 

The company must be accustomed (rom 
tbe hlj.lt, at the word STEP BACK-MARCH, to 
slep back any ordered number of paces. 

S. 5. To Form Four Deep. 

1. The company will be t{)!d off, from the 
right by alternate files right and lelf; and 
when it is intended to form four deep, pre. 

VDa.n Fon serving the same front, the wor-d FORM i'oVn 

DEEi'. DEEP will be given, upon which the rear ra~k 
will step bac!( one pace, and on the word 

JaAE&' -:HARCH, the len files wi] double behind the 
right files, by taking one pace to the rear 
'W~th the !er" feet, and one pace to the right 
with, llie nght. feel,which forms four deep, 
leavmg theinter·vale which, the· Left tiles: bad 
~~~ . . 
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~ltAll, FORM 2. When four deep is to be formed to the 
'II0URDEEP. rear. On the same caution the rear rallk: 

llA.P.CII. will step as before, and on the word :MARCH, 

the whole go to the right about, and th.e left 
files will then dOll ble as before, in the proper: 
real' of the right files. 

3. lVlten the ground is to be taken to tlJe 
ll.IGl'lT,· FORM right in the formation of four deep. On 

FOUR DEEP. the caution the rear rank steps. back as be

LEVI', FORM 

lrOtJR DEEP. 

HAReR. 

fore, and on the word MARCH, the whole face 
to the right, and the left files at the Barno 
instant, form on the right of the right files, 
taking one pace to the right with the right 
feet, and one pace to the front with the lett 
feet. 

4. When ground is to be taken to theleJt. 
The rear rank steps back all before, and on 
tl.J.e word MARCH, the'whole face to the lef&, 
and the left files, at the same instant, form 
on the left of the right files, by taking one 
pace to the Jeft with the left feel, and one 
pace to the rear with the right fe6fi,. 

III all these fo;'malions two deep is re·formed from each 
of tnfJm by the word F1'ont, upon which the files move up 
(0 their respective intervals into line, the rear rank imme. 
diately closing on lhe front rank: the word flalt will pre
eede the ,word Front if the company has beer) in movement. 

10 moving to a flanl{, file marching maybe adopted, if 
lIecessary, by the files leading out in their proper order 
.upoP the word FORM FOUR DE!oJP ,; and, at the word IlIa· 

'PullS FOUR DEEP resuming their ftlrmer places. 

S. G. File, lI1.arching. 

In marching hy fjles, the commanaer of 
thcoompany will lead on the inward flank: 
of the, frol,lt raull, his coveripg serjeant lead. 
ing the front tank; t,herefore when ·tn'll 
movement is by the left, 011 the word TO the 

.; ..... .,. "'ACE. LEFT FACE, lIe wiJl instantly shift to the lefl 
flllDk 01 the company, py :the fronl l and hii 
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covering serjeant by the rear: nt the word . 
QUICK MARCH. QUICK MARCil-, the whole step ()ff together 

(vidn Sec.IB, Part 1.); and 011 the word 
.Halt, Front. Halt, Front, the leader and his seljeant will 

. return to their posts on the right by the rear. 
The company will also be taught to-advance in doublt: 

Jiles from the centre, receiving from the instructor of the 
drill the command by SUB-DlVlSIONS INWARDS FACE; upon 
which the two centre files disengage by the side step, bring
ing the shoulders forward at the words QUICK MARcn, aud 
lead straicrht to the front, the front and rear rank men in line. 

The officer and his covering serjeant will lead, in their 
relative situationo! as above prescribed, the left or right 
centre file of the pivot sub-division. 

On the command FRONT F'ORH COMPANY, the leading 
files mark time and close in, their rear-rank men falling to 
the rear; the remainder turn their bodies a whole face 
outwards, and wheel inwards looking to the outward flank, 
Rnd feeling to the centre. 

As soon as the quarter ci rcle is completed, the word 
Forward is given, if the march is to be continued. 

If the company from double files is to be formed to n 
flank (s!lppose the right), the instructor gives the caution 
'1'0 THE RIGHT, FORM COMPA:NY, when the commander of 
the company will give the command, Right Sub-divisian, 
[lalt, Front. 'fhe remainder of the company march on 
in file, and form on the left of the halted sub. division ill 
succession, halting as they come into line. 

When the advance in double files from the centre i3 
made on the march, the command is Sun-divisions inwards 
turn, Right and Left wheel, and the movement proceeds a.'iI 
before directed. 

S. 7. Wheel£ng from a Halt. 
In wheeling either forward or backward· 

from a halt, the commander of the com. 
RIGHT WHEEL, pany, on the word RIGHT (or LEFT) WHEEL, 

QUICK lIlA.RCH. moves out, and places himself one pace in 
f~'ont of the centre of his company: dur~ng 
tne wheel, he turns towards his men, and 
inclines towal'ds that flank which has been 
named as tile. directing, or pivot one, giving 
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Bali Dreu. the wor~ Halt, Dress, when his wheelin.g 
man has just completed the required degree
of wheel: he then squares his company, 
but without moving what was the standing 
flank, and takes hIS post on the directing 
flank. 

11. s. Wheeling forward by Sub-divisions from Lina .. 

BY SUB·DIVI. 1. On the caution,BY SUB-DIVISIONS, RIGHT 

IHONe, RWHT WHEEL, the commander of the company 
WHEEL. places himself one pace in front of the centre 

of the right sub-division, ut the same time 
the men o~ the right of the front rank of 
each sub.dlvision face to the right. 

QUICK .HARCH. At the word QUICK 1IIARCH, each sub.drvi. 
sion steps off in· quick time, observing the 
dire~tions given in Sec. 19 and S6, Part I. 
The commander of the company turning 
towards the men of the leading sub.division, 
and inclining to its left (the proper pivot 

Halt lJre3'. Banli), gives the word Halt, Dress, fol' both 
Bub. divisions, as his wheeling man is taking 
the last step that finishes the wheel square; 
and instantly posts himself on the left, the 
pivot flank. The covering serjeant shifting 
by the rear to the proper pi vot flank, aSSllml>B 

his plac~ in column, one pace in rear of the 
second file from the pivot, the senior sub. 
altern taking post on the pivot flank of the 
second sub.division.; the commander of the 
company always leading the first. 

2. The company marching to the front may be wheeled 
into open column of Bub.divisions on the moveable pivot, 
to either flank without halting; the instructor giving the 
word FORWARD, when the sub.divisions have wheeled 
~uare into column • 

. The proper pivot flank in column is that which, when 
wheeled up to, prl)serves the divisioDs of the line in tbe 
natural order, and to their proper front:· the othor is tbe 
rever$#l Bank. 
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In column, divisions ~over anci dress to the proper pivot 

flank: to the left when the right is in front; and to the! 
right when the left is in front. 
S. 9. Wheeling backwards by Sub-divisions from Line_ 

OAUTION. 

The company will also break into open 
column of sub.divisions by wheeling back
wards. When the right is intended to be 
in front: at the caution BY SUB·DIVISION!! 

ON THI<: LEF'I', BACKWARl> WHEEL, the com-
iuander of the company mrwes out briskly 
and places himt>elf one pace ill front of the 
centre ofille right sub.division. The mall 
Oll the left of the front rank of each sub
division at the same time faces to the righl~ 

QUICK M.UWH. On the word QUICK MARCH, en.ell sullo 
division wheels backward, as directed in 
SectiolJs 20 and 37, Purt I. During the 
wheel, the commander of the company turns 
towards his men, inclining at the same time 
to the left, or pivot flallk, and on completing 

Hali., Dress. the wheel gives the word Halt, Dress, to 
both divisions: he and his covering serjeant 
then place themselves in their proper sLa. 
lions, as directed in the last Section. 

s,. 10 . . 11.farching on an Alignement, in Open Column 
of Sub-divisions. 

The company having wheeled backwards, 
by bub~divisions from linfl, (as directed in 
the foregoing Sectioll,) and a distant marked 
object in the pl'Olongation of the two pivot 
flanks being taken; the commander of tho 
compan)" who is now on the pivot flank of 
the leading Bub.division, immedi::tely fiH!8 

on his intermediate points to march on.
(Vide Sec. 2, Part n.) On the word MARCH, 

given Ly the instructor of the drill, both 
divisioos step off at the same instant i the 
leader of the first division marching with 
the utmost steadiness and equality of pace· 
en the points he has taken; I;\ud th@ 
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commander of the second division preserv. 
ing the leader of the first in the exact lin6 
with the distant ohJect; at the same time he 
keeps the distance necessary for forming_ 
from the preceding division, and which di~. 
lance is to'be taken from Ihe front rank.
These objects must occupy the whole attcu· 
tion of the leaders of the two divisions .. 

S. H. 'Wheeling into Line from Open ()ol~mn of 
Sub-divisions. _ 

1. The company being in open column 
of sub.divisions, marching on the alignc. 

HALT. ment, receives the word HAI.T from the ill

structor of the drill; both divisions instantly 
halt, and the instructor sees that the leader;! 
of the divisions are correct on the line iR 
which they have moved; he then gives the 
word (supposing the right of the company 

1.l'JFT WHEEL to be in front) hy sub.divisions LEF'r WHEEL 

INTO LINB. IN'fO LINE; on which the commander of t.he 
company goes to the centre of his sub.c:livi. 
sion, the two pivot mell face. to their left 
exactly square with the alignement, the rear 
rank men covering off, and a seljeant runs 
out and places himself in a line with them, 
so as to mark the precise point at which the 
right flank of the leading sub.division is to 
halt, when it shall have completed its wheel. 

~UICX r,UJ:CH. A t the word Q.UlCK MARCH, the whole wheel 
. up in quick time; during the wheel, the 

commander of the company, turning towards 
bis men, inclines to the wheeling flank, and 

Balt, Dress. gives the word Halt, Dress, at the moment 
the wheel of the division is completed; tho 
commander of the company, if necessary, 
com'cts the .interQal dressing of the com. 
pany on the serieant and pivot men: this' 
dressing must be quickly made, and, when 
done, the commander of the company givclI 

E1/(1$ frmt. the wOl1d Eyes front, and takes POBt in liuc, 
WI directed in. Sec. I, Part H •. 
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, 2. The company may he wheeied into line 011 the march. 
O'fl tbe moveable pivot, receiving from the instructor the 
(~ommand SHOULDERS FORWARD, then FOUWARD, or B,ALT, 

TlRESS, when the wbeel is complete. 
III all wheels of the divisions of a column that are to be 

mado on u halted pivot ill order to form line, the flank meo 
of the front rank on the hand wheeled to is such pivot. 

Al! wheeEngs by sub-divisions, or sections, from line 
Into column, or from culumn into litle, are performed 011 

the word given by the commander of a battalion, when the 
whole of u bat1alion is at the same instant so to wheel; or 
on the word given by the commander of rhe compully, when 
companies sillgly, or successively, so wheel; they are not 
to be repeated by the leaders of its divisions. 

When the company is in open column of Rub.divisions, 
it must be occasionally practised to wheel into line upon 
the reverse flank of the column; and in shewing a front 
line also to that reverse flank by wheeling backwards on 
the regular pivots. On the caution to wheel into line by 
companies, pivot men face and raise their right arms from 
the elbow horizontally. 00 the word Eyes front, the hand 
resumes its usual position •. 

S. 12. In open Column of Sub-divisions entering into 
a new Direction on a moveable Pivot. 

Rif!ht 
Slwulders 
j,'orward. 

P~rward. 

The commander of the leading Buh.divi
sion, when it arrives at the new direction, 
will give the word Right (or Left) Bhoulder8 
Forward, (Vide Sec. 21, Part 1.), and when 
his sub.division has wheeled square to that 
direction, he will give the word Forward_ 
The leader of the second sub-division, when 
he arrives at the ground where the first be • 

. gan to change its direction, will give the 
same words, following the exact track, and 
always preservillg his distance from the 
division in his front. 

1. If the proper pivot flank is to be made the wheeling 
one, each commander of a division gives his word Shoulderl1 
forward as he successively arrives at such a distance from 
the point on which he has moved, liS that, at the completion 
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of the wheel, his division may receive the word Fortiard 
when perpendicular to the llew line, but with the gi\,(~Q 
point, of course, behind the proper pivot i and thnt he n:so 
in his own person be on the new direction, prepared to 
give his word Forward, and to proceed. 

2. The sub.divisions must take care that they continue 
their march correctly upon the point where the leading 
one wheeletl, aod that they do not shift to either flaIlk, 
which, without much attention, they are apt to do. 

S. 13. Counter-marching. 

The company, when it is to counter.mIlTch, mnst alway" 
be considered as a tlivision of a battalion in column; tbe 
instructor of the drill will therefore, previous to his gi,ving 
the caution to counter-march, signify whether the right or 
left is supposed to be in front, that the commander of the 
company, and bis covering serjeant, may be placed on tho 
pjvot flank before such caution is given, as It is an inva
riable rule in the counter.march of the divisiolls of a co. 
lumn by files, that the facings be made from the flank, llWll 

the pivot one, to the one which is to become such. 

Counter-march by Files. 

'2lGllT (OR 1st. On the word RIGII'I', OR LEFT, FACJ'l, 

-J.I';FT) FACE. the company faces, the commander of it 
immediately takes one pace outwards, und
faces inwards ready to halt his company; 
and his covering serjeant faces to the right 

QUICK IU.RCR. about, and covers.·- At the word QUICK 

MARCH, the whole, except the commander 
and his covering serjeant, step off together, 
nnd the leading file wheeling short round 
the front rank, proceeds, followed by the 
company in file, till it has reached the cov
el-iug serjeant, who has remained immove
able i when the commander instantly give!!! 

Halt, Front, - the word [Ialt, Pront, Dress, squares, and 
Dress. closes his company au his serjeant, and 

then -replaces him. 
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Countm'-march by Ranh. 
RIGHT AND 2nd. On the word FACE, whether tbe 
LEF'I' !o'ACE. right or left is in front, the froot ral!!!. face .. 

to the right, the rear rank to the lett; com. 
manders place themselves on the outwurd 
llank of their setjeants facing inwardll, fI.nd 
the covering serjeants to go tu the right 
about. 

RIGHT COUN· The whole step off together, the two T:lnk!! 
TER MARCH. severally wheeling in single lite, l:n the 
QUICK ?rARCH. pi vat man of the front rank comet) clOBC to 
I-Ialt, Front, the covering serjeant; they thell receive 

Dress. the word Halt, Front, Dress, from the offI
cer who replaces the serjeant. 

All counter.marches by files necessarily tend to (In e~. 
tcaGion of'the files; u,lity of step is therefore absolutely 
indispensable, and the grelttcst care must be taken that the 
wheel of each file be made close, quick, and nt an increased 
length of step of the wheeling mall, 60 as not to retard or 
lelJgthen out the march of the whole. 

Companies, or their divisions, when brought up in fi:e to 
11 new line, are not to stand in that position til! tbe men 
cover each other minutely; but the instant the leatling 
mall is at his point, they will receive the word llalt, Front, 
a.nd in that situation c!o~e in and dress c;)rrectly. 

S. 14. Wheeling on the Centre of the Company. 
The company must be accustomed to wheel upon it" 

centre half backward, h,alf forward, and to be pliable iut" 
every shape which circumstances can require of it; Lut 
always in order, nnd by a decided ~ommand. 

The words of command are,' 
fRIGHT 1 

COMPANY, I LEFT. I 

ON TilE CEN'rRE i RIGHT ABOUT, ~ WHEEL. 

l LEF'r ABOUT, J 
When the wheel is to the right, or right 

about, the right half company wheels bad,
ward, and the left forward. In this case 
the right-hand man of the left.subdivision. is 
tbe pivot man; he fac~ to his right, or rigbt 
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llbout,. the covering serjeant springs out and 
nlignes himself with him, but to the flank 
which is to become the pivot. The reverS6 
will take place, when the wheel is to be 
made to the left, or to tbe lelt about. Tha 
left·hand man of the right. subdivision is 
then the pivot man, who will face to hili 
left, or left abeut; the covering serjeant 
alignes himself with him, as in the ",'heel to 
the right. On the word MARCH, the whole 
moye off together in quick time, regulating 
by the two flank men, who, during the wheel, 
preserve themselves in a line with the centre 
of the company; as soon as the required 
degree of wheel is performed, the commander 

HaJ.t, ·DrulJ, of the company gives the word Halt, Dress, 
and instantly squares it from that tlank 011 

which he himself is to talce post. 

S. 15. Diagonal March • 
. The instructor of the drill will have the diagonal marcb 

rr{lquently practised, in company, and in sub.divisions; 
(vide Sec. 22 and 23, Part I.) He' will see that the rear 
rank locks well up, ~nd covers exactly; that the exact 
~iBt.aIlces are preserved between the files;' and that the 
pivots. or outward files, mar,~h in the direct line to which 
they have faced, the olhel's conforming to them. 

S~ Ht Increasing and Diminishing the Front of an 
Vpen Column halted. 

FORM cou-
l'ANll'. 

Left Sub. 
division. 
Ltji H~lJ 

Face' 
.' ' 

IncreaS'tll g. 
The company standing in open column of 

sub.divisions (suppuse the right in front) fe., 

ceives from the instructor of the drill a cau· 
tion to WOUM COMPANY; upon which the 
covering seljeunts will run out to mark the 
pivot flank. The commander of the com. 
pany, turnirtg round, instantly orders, Left 
Sub.diuisioll, Left Half lace; Quick March; 
and the leading (or pivot) file wil1 march 
straight on the covering serjeant. When 
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Quick llIarch. the left sub.division has obJiqlled 'so as to 
gain the line of the right sub.division, th., 

Halt, Front. commander gives the woru Halt, Front r 

Dress up. 'Dress up; urid takes post' on the left, the 
pivot flank of the company. 

Diminishing. 

PORlIl SUB· On the cautionary command from the in. 
DIYISIoNS. structor of the drill to FORlII SUB· DIVISIONS, 

the senior suoult'3rn instantly falls back tr) 
mnrk the point where the left flank of tho 

&ft Sllb.divi. sub.di vision is to rest. The commander of 
SiOfl, Right the company, advancing one step, orders, 
about three. Lift Sub.division, Right about three-quartera 

quarters Pace, Pace, Qu.iclc i1tlarch; and the leadillg file of 
Quick lWarch. the left sub-divi"ion marches in the diagonal 

direction, until the pivot file reaches the offi. 
cer who has taken up its distance and covers; 

Halt, Front, and who, when it shall reach him, gives the 
Dress. word rIalt, Front, Dress. 

The commander remains on the Jeft flank 
of the right sub-division, and the next ~fficer 
on that of the left. 

In increasing and dimillishing the front of an open co. 
lumn halted, upon the usual caution, the rear-rank man of 
the pivot file of the reverse sub.division falls back and 
covers the third file of his sub.division, in order to leave 
room fol' the flank of the other sub.division, resuming his 
place as soon as the flallks are clear. , 

It is to be observed as a general rule in diminishing the 
front of a column by the doubling of sub.divisions or sec. 
tions, whether the column be halted 01" in motion, that the 
Bub.division or section on the reverse flank is the one be. 
hind which the other sub.divisions or sections double.
Thus, when the right ill in fl'Ont, the doubling will be in 
the rea,1" of the right sub.division; and vice versa when the 
left is in front. And in increasillg the front of a column, 
the rear sub.divisions, or sections, oblique to the hand the 
pivot flank is on j so that, when the. right is in front, the 
obliquing will be to the left, and the reverse when the lea 
is in front. 



COMPANY. 

S. 17. Increasing and Diminishing the Front of U1l 

Open Column on the March. 

1"O1l1ll COM-

Increasing. 
The company marching at quick time il\ 

open column of Bub.divisions (suppose right 
in front), receives from the instructor vf the 
drill tho cautionary command, FORM COM. 

PANY. PAN~: the commallder of the company, in. 
Left Suo. stantly turning round, gives the words Left 

dioision, Left Sub.division, Lpft half turn, Doub,'e, and it 
half turn, instantly move;, off at the Double 1I1arch; 
Double, and as soon as its inward flank is open, it 

Front Turn. receives the word Front Turn, and when itl 

Q'uick. line with the reverse suh.divi,gion, Quick, the 
commander taking post on the pivot flank, 

. towards which he has been moving. 

Diminishing. 
When the instructor of the drill gives the 

FORM BUB. cautio'l to IWRM BUB.DIVISIO:\,S, the com. 
nIVISWNS. m:J.nder of the company, advancing olle 
l.eft Sub. step, immediately orders, Left Sllb.divisio'fl 

division mark marie time: right half turn.; and when it has 
time; Right doubled properly behind the right one, the 

half turn. seniol' subaltern gives the word Front turn. 
placing himself on the pivot thnle. 

The sarno directions that apply to increasing (}r dimin-. 
iBhtng bv Bub.divisions, apply equally by sections. 

If the- column is moving in slow time, when its front iR 
to be increased, the division moving up will do 80 in quick 
time; but when the column is marching in quick time, 
the rear sub.division will in that case move ul> ill double 
time as directed. 

S. 18. The. Company in Open Column of Sub·divi~ 
pions to pass a short DefiLe, by breaking (1J Files. 

The company is supposed ill open column 
of sub.divisions, wit h the right in ftont. 
when the leading division is arrived wtthin 1\ 

few paces of the defile, it receives from the 
instructor of the drill an order to break off lJ, 
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~JUaK OFF certair. numbers of files (suppose three.) 
3 PILES. The commander of the leading division 

Three files, 
right tum, 
iej"t wheel. 

instantly gives the words, Three files on the 
left, right turn, left u·heel; the named files 
immediately turn to the right, and wheeling 
to the left follow in file in rear of, the Il~ft 
flank of the sub.division. W hen the second 
sub.division comes to the spot where the 
first division contracted its front, it will 
receive the same words of command from its 
own leader, and will proceed in lilw manner. 

Should it be required to diminish the 
front of the column one or two files more, 
the commander of the leading division will. 
as before, order the desired number of files 

,TtCO files, to turn; on which those already in the rear 
right ttlrn. will incline to the right, so as to cover tlw 

files now ordered to break off; and which 
turn to the right and wheel to the left in the 
manner already prescribed. 

In this movement, the files in the rear of the sub.divisions 
must lock well up, so us no! to impeCle tbe march of the 
lIucceeding division. The coveling serjeant will cover his 
Gfficer until all the files are again brought up. 

, As the defile widens (or the instructor of 
the drill shall direct), the commander' of the 
leading suh.division will order files to move 
up to the frollt, by giving the word, One, 

Three Jiles to two, or three files to the f1"Ont; on which the 
the front. named files turn to theil' front (the left), 

and lengthenillg their pflce, march up, fila 
by file, to the front of their subdivision, and 
immediately resume the march. Those files 
which are to contiuue in the rear will oblique 
to the left, lengthening also their step,ti.Jl . 
they coyer, and are closed up to the right 
flank of their sub-division. 

It is to be observed thut in passing a gefi1e, the rule is 
that Lhe files break off from the pivot flank; but inter
ruptiOIlii may in some cases present themselves, requiring 
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that files be broken off from the reverse flank. The same, 
instructions apply in both cases, 
S. 19. The Company Halted or on the Mm'ch moves to a 
, Flank in Column of Sections, or of Sections of Threes. 
SECTIONS, OR The company from line will be practised 

THREES, in forming sections and sections of threes, 
RIGHT ORLEFT bOlh when halted and in motion, by the 

SHOULDERS command, SECTIOXS, OR THREES, RIGHT OR 
FORWARD- LEF'!' SHOULDERS FORWARD-~UICK MARCH, 
'if halted, FORWARD; and the only exception to this 
QUICK MARCH, rule will be, when pivots are required to be 

. FORWARD! accurately dressed, or when the alignement 
SECTIONS, OR of the company is to be preserved; in this 

THREES, ON case the command will be, SECTIONS, OR 
THE RIGHT OR THREES, ON THE RIGHT OR LEFT BACKWARDS 

LEFT llACK. WHEEL, QUICK MARCH, Halt Dress. 
WARDS WHEEI" 
~UlCK lI!ARCH, 

Halt Dress. 
mGHT OR LEF'£ In re.forming company, the command 

SHOULDERS will be RIGHT OR LEFT SHOULDERS FORWARD 
J<'ORWARD- -FORWARD, if the march is to be continued; 
FORWARD, otherwise, Halt, Dress. 

or Halt, Dress. When pivots are required to be accu
RIGHT OR LEFT rately dressed, or when the alignement is to 

WHEEL INTO be preserved, the command wil! be, RIGHT 
LINE, OR LEFT WllEEL INTO LINE, QUICK MARCH, 

Q.UICK llIARCH, Halt, Dress. 
rIalt, Dress. 
The word Forward, or Halt, must be given just as the 

outward men of threes are completing their third pace. 
Should the telling off by threes leave either one or two 

files over, they will be placed on the right of the left sec
tion of threes, which is al ways to be complete. If there 
is one file over-on the word, TaRlilES, SHOULDERS FOR· 
WARD, the fl'ont.rank ml1.n wheels up, and places himsell 
in rear of the pivot flank of the section in front of him; 
his rear.rank man-placing himself in the rear of its reverse 
flank, both men locking up; but if the odd file is a blank 
!)ne, the reverse flank of the prec£ding section must neces
sarily remain uncovered. If there are hvo files over,-

. F 
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they wheel as ordered, and forma se~tionof th~mselves, 
covering the outward flanks of the sectwn precedlllg them; 
but if one of these two files is a blank file, the three men 
will form a single rank, the two front-rank men covering 
the flanks of the preceding section, and the rear-rank man 
stepping up between them. 

In formirw threes from line to the right or to the left by 
the shouldeJ; forward, the leadillg section must frequently 
be practised to wheel upon the centre man of the three, as 
they will often be required to do so, in disengaging to the 
rear, when formed as a division of a line. 

The company at any tin:e may form THREI<;S to a flank, 
after the telling off has been deranged, if the men nre 
practised to do so rapidly in succession. The first three 
is formed at once; the fourth man in the front rank then 
sees that he is the pivot for the next three, and turns or 
faces into the new direction: the seventh file then follow, 
nud so on to the reverse flank of the company: when on 
the march, the company may mark time utltil the threes 
are formed, when they receive the word FORWAnD. 

In changing the direction of a column of threes, the 
command will be the same as in file marching, right wheel 
-left wheel. 

Should it be required to form company upon the leading 
three, the commander will order FRONT FORM COMPANY, 

upon which the leading three will mark time, the remaindel' 
will ~ake a half turn to the proper hand, and moving uf> ' 
to their proper places in line will mark time, until the word 
FORWARD OR HALT is given. 

If from sections of threes it be required to form sub-divi. 
sions or sections, the commander will order RIGH'r (OR 

LEF'r) TUIIN, RIGHT (OR LEFT) WHEEL, and when in file
J 

FRO~T r.(lRM SUB ,DIVISIOnS {or SECTIONS), upon which the 
leadtng file of sub.divisions (or sections) will mark time' 
the remainder tU~1l their ?o.cl~es a whole face to the prope; 
hand, and wheel I~ sub.dlvlslOns or sections to the right Of 

left as may be ~eqlllred. During these formations the com
pany leader wIll move by the front to his proper station • 
. The company mu:ching to a flank in threes will be prac. 

tIsed t? turn to the fight and left, and to the right about, 
wheelmg forward, afterwards, rear rank in front: the com. 



COMPANY. 67 

pany may also be inverted by wheeling the threes forward on 
their reverse flank, as the inversion can at any moment be 
corrected. 

S. 20. Forming Company, Suh.divisions, Sections, or Sec. 
tions of threes, from File lYlarching. 

FRONT FORM At this word of command, the leading file 
COMPANY, marks time, the remainder turn their bodies 

SUB. DiVISIONS a whole face to the left, and wheel to the 
OR SECTIONS. right, looking to the outward flank and feeling 

inwards (that is to say) if right in front, tUfll 
to the left, and if left in front, turn to the 
right- the officer, if not already in his place, 
passing along the front to it during the wheel. 

As sooq as the quarter circle is complete, 
the word FORWARD is given, if the march is 
to be continued. . 

The company marching in file (suppose from the right) 
has only to halt and front to be formed to the left flank. 
ON 'l'HE LEAD. At this word of command, the front.rank 

ING FILE TO man of the leading file will turn to the right, 
'i'H!l HIGHT, take one pace to the front, and halt, the rear 
FORIII COM. rank moving round and covering; the reo 

PANY. mainder of the company form on the left of 
the right file, by files ill succession. 

ON THE LEAD· At this word the leadillg file wheels to 
ING FILE TO the right about, taking one pace to the front 
'!'HE RIGHT after wheeling; the remainder of the com. 

A.BOUT, FORM pany march on in file, wheeling round the 
CO!IPANY. halted, file, and forming on its left by files in 

succession, each file, as it comes into the 
line, taking up its dressing from the standing 
flank. 

S. 21. To form to either Flank, from Open Column of 
Sub. divisions • 

The company marching in open column 
HALT, LEFT of sub.divisions,' to form to its left, receives 

WHEEL IN'!'/) the words HALT, LEFT WHEEL INTO LIl\'"E, 

LINE, QUICK MARCH, &c., and . proceeds as has 
Q.UICK MARCH. already been shew,n in S; 11, Part II. 

F2 
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To form the company to its right flank, 
TO THE RIGHT the instructor of the drill gives the cautionary 

FORM COM. word of command, TO THE RIGHT FORlll 

PANY. COllIPANY; on which the commanders of the 
several divisions shift to the right flank, and 
the commander of the leading sub.division 
instantly gives the word to his division, Left 

Lift Shoulders Shoulders forward. When it has wheeled 
forward,- square, he orders, Forward; and having 

forward, Halt, gained three paces he gives the word Halt, 
Dress. Dress, and dresses it Oll the intended line of 

Lf'ft, or right formation. The second sub.division 'must 
oblique. gradually incline to the left by the oblique 

Fgrward. step, by word of command from its com. 
mander, in order to be able to march clear 
of the first, and when it is arrived at the left 
flank of the first, its commander, fallirig to 

Left $houlders the rear, gives the word, Left Shoulders 
forward. forward,-forward: then Halt, dress up; 

Ilalt, Dress. on which the division moves up into the line 
'with the one formed; and the commander 
of the company dresses it from the outward 
flank of the first formed sub.division, and 
resumes his proper place. 

S. 22. The Company moving to the Front to gain 
Ground to a flank, by a l1farch in Echellon, by 
Sections. 

The company, marching to the front, reo 
SECTIONS ceives the word SEc'rIONS RIGHT; the right. 

RIGHT. hand men of the front rank of each section 
turning in a sinall degree to their right, mark 
the time two paces, during which the sec. 
tions ~re wheeling on their pivot men; at 

FORW ARD. the third pace, and at the word FORWARD, 

the whale move on direct to the front that 
each section has now acquired: and the 
company· continues its mar~h in echellon. 
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FORM COM. On the word FORM COMPANY, the, pivot 
PANY. men mark the time as before, turning back 

in a small degree to the left, the original 
front, and the sections instantly wheel back. 

FORWARD. ward into line; on the word FORWARD, the 
whole advance in line. 

S. 23. To form the Rallying Square. 

1. The instructor of the drill having 
caused the company to disperse to a certain 

FORl\[ THE distance, will give the word FORM THE RAL. 

RALLYING LYING SQUARE, at the same time placing him. 
SQUARE. selffacing the supposen enemy; the men has. 

ten to the person so posted, fixing bayonets 
and ordering their arms as they reach him. 
The two fir~t who join him fo!m on his right 
and left, facing outwards. The three next 
place themselves in front of those posted, 
and three others to the rear facing to the 
rear, thus forming a square of three. The 
instructor will cause the next four men to 
take post at the several angles; and others 
as they come up will complete the different 
faces between these angles, which wiII form 
a square of five. 

2. A square thus composed of twenty
four men (besides the person who is to rally) 
and formed two deep, may be augmented to 
a square of seven, three deep, by four more. 
men taking pos~s at the angles, and others 
coming up to complete the faces as before; 
the square will then consist of forty. eight 
men, and may be augmented in' the same 
manner to a sqnare of nine, four deep, by 
the angles being occupied by four more meIl, 
and the faces filled up as before; and the 
square will then be composed of !;lighty 
men. 
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'l'HE S~UA-:1E 3. When the square is to march.-In order 
WILL ll10VE 'ro to move with the llecessa ry regularity pre. 

'IHE FRONT, viously to putting the square in motion, the 
RE_,m, IUGHT, instructor will cause the faces to be dressed; 

OR LEFT. and after the caution, he will give the words 
INWARDS FACE IN',',',\RDS FACE, and it will face in the nameq 
QUICK ]lARCH. dire.r.tioD, and step off accordingly at the 

word QUICK llIARCH. 

4. To Resist Cavalry,-Upon the word 
HALT. HALT, tbe square will halt and face out· 

PREPARE TO wards, and when it is to PREPARE TO RESIS'!' 

RESIST CAY. C,l.VALRY ;-upon the word READY, the front 
ALRY. rank only (if the Rquare is hyo or three 

READY. deep,) will kneel; if foUl' deep, the two front 
rar:ks will kneel. If ordered to fire, the 
standing ranks only will commence an inde. 
pendent fire, bringing the firelock gradually 
up to the present. _ 

Reduce the When the square is to be reduced, two 
Square, non.commissioned officers will mark the 

Quick lJiarch. aJignement facing the supposed enemy.
On the word Quick Jl.'Iarch, the men open 
out, and fall in, in their proper places. 

In this manner small dispersed parties, from eight to 
eighty men, may be formed to resist an attack of cavalry 
in an open country, where from whatever cause, soldiers 
may have separated from the column of march. 

When a company, or other small body in close fiies, 
requires to form to resilit cayalry, it may be wheeled for. 
ward into column of sections, and closed to the front.
'When halted, the tH'O rear sections face to the right about, 
and the two outward files of the second and third sections 
face'to their right and left, so as to present a front in all 
directions. The men on their angles also face to their' 
right and left. 

END OF PART II. 



PART III. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
FOR THE MOVEMENTS OF A BATTALION. 

Commands. 
ALL words of command must be given short, quick, and 

loud, so as to be heard and understood from right to left of 
a battalion in line; or from front to rear of a battalion in 
column. The confidence and prompt obedience of the 
soldier can only be in proportion to the firm, decided, and 
proper manner in which everyone gives his orders. 

Degree.,: of :March. 
General inten. 1. All military movements are intended to, 

tion. be made with quickness, consistent with or. 
der, J'egularity, and without hurry or fatigue 
to the troops. 

Slow March. 2. The slow step is particularly applicable 
to purposes of parade, and occasionally to 
the march of extended lines. 

Qllick March. 3. The Quick March is the usual pace to 
be applied to all general movements of ba. 
tal ions, or greater bodies, in column or line. 

DOllble March. 4. The Double March is only to be applied 
to the movements of the divisions of a batta. 
lion; that is, to the interior movements of. the 
divisions of a battalion when forming on any 
of its fixed parts. It cannot be applied to the 
movements of greater bodieFl, without ex· 
hausting the men, except upon peculiar oc. 
casions for a short distance; as in charge or 
where a post or position is to be seized, or 
the wheel o(a column to be performed. In 
echellon movements the Double March may 
be safely applied to sub.divisions or se~tions, 
when. used in rapid formations from lme. to 
square, and from square to line, or for quick. 
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Iy threwing ba~k or forwar~ a flank; b~t 
not to the march of compames or strong dI
visions in echellon changes of front or posi
tion. The double march must never be ap. 
plied to file marching except in the formation 
of square on the two centre s';lb.divisio.ns •. 

Oblique March. 5. The instruction for the oblique step IS shU 
necessary,in the drill of the recruit, for the ob
vious purpose of giving him theessenti.al habit 
of moving obliquely without affectll1g the 
squ(ue position of his body to the fron~; and 
this is highly useful to prevent crowdmg, or 
opening out, and to preserve correctness in 
line marching. 

Directing 
Scrjeants. 

-",'{arching in Line. 

1. The march in line, either to front or 
rear, is the most important and most difficult 
of all movements, and requires every e-xer. 
tion of commanding officers and every atten. 
tion of officers and men for its true attain. 
ment. The essential points to be observed, 
are the perpendicular direction of the march 
to the front of the battalion as th':!n standing; 
-the perfect squareness of shoulders and 
body of each individual i-the light touch 
of the files to the directing point; and the 
accurate equality of cadence and step given 
by advanced serjeants. -

2. Everv individual should therefore be 
well prepa;ed for this movement. But to en. 
sure its correct execution, three directing ser
jeants must be formed in the cenre of the bat
talion; upon whose exactcadence,step,square. 
ness of body, and precision of movement, de. 
pendence can be placed. They will be postsd 
as follows: one, between the colours in the 
front rank, covered by another in the rear 
rank, and again covered by a third ill the 
supernumerary rank. 
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3. At all times when the battalion is formed 
in line, and direcled to advance, the front di. 
recting serjeant,ofthethree who lead the line, 
take six paces to his front and halts; the two 
other serjeants who were covering' him p~ss 
through the interval, and move upun each 
side of him; an officer or serjeant from the 
rear replaces the leading serjeant in. the 
front ranI., and is again covered by the ser. 
jeant.major six or eight paces in rear of the 
line. These three points being corrected by 
the adjutant or a monnted officer, a fourth 
point in prolongation is easily obtained. If 
a distinct and visible object should present 
itself in the true line, the mounted officer 
will order the directing serjeant to march 
upon it. If this be not the case, the direct. 
ing serjeant, (after being assured by the 
mounted officer that he himself is perfectly 
and squarely placed,) will, by casting his 
eyes down to the centre of his body, from 
the junction of his heels, take up and prolong 
a line perpendicular to himself and to the 
battalion; for thiE purpose he will observe 
and take up any accidental small point on 
the ground within 100 or 150 paces. Inter. 
mediate ones cannot .be wanting, and their 
renewal, is easy, as he successively ap
proaches them in his march. 

4. These preparatory arrangements being 
made, the mounted officer will give the word 
" Steady," as a signal that the line of l:Iirec. 
tion is determined. 

5. When the battalion advances, the ser· 
.1eant.inajor will remain steady in the rear of 
Ihe line for 20 or 30 paces, to ascertain un· 
der the directions of the mounted officer, 
the squareness and correctness of the line 
of march. If no waving or crowding in the 
line appear, the direction is certainly true, 
and the seljeant-major will then follow in 
the rear, covering as before. 
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On a halted 
pivot. 

On a moveable 
pivot. 

PART Ill. 

6. Upon the caution thaI the battalion is to 
retire, the directing serjeants will face aboll,t, 
and the sarrie arrangements are [Hade as dl
rected for the advance. The rear.rank men 
must avoid closing their files more tban usual, 
otherwise the front men, who are in general 
larger will be crowded in their ranks. 

Wheeling. 
1. The manner ef performing the wheels 

of a division is sufficiently explained in the 
first and second Parts, (S. 21, Part I. and S. 
7, Part, II.) It is shewn that they are made 
on halted and moveable piYots; and it may 
only be necc,essary to add an explanation of 
the circumstances under which each descrip
tion of wheel is re~pectivcly adopted. 

2. Wheels are made on a halted pivot, 
from line into column, and from column into 
line. ' 

3. The principle of the moveable pivot 
(Vide S. 21, Part L) must always be applied 
to the wheel of divisions marching in column. 
And in eolumn of route and manreuvre, when 
ut less than full distance, the new direction 
should be taken at an angle, so obtuse with 
the former line of march as not to require 
more than a wheel of one-eighth (for half 
distance,) and one .sixteenth (for quarter dis
tance) of the circle; otherwise the arc of 
the circle to be wheeled would so much ex
ceed the distance between divisions, that 
crowding must be the consequence. [f the 
change of direction in such columns is to be 
made at an angle more acute than the above 
proportions, or at a right angle with the line 
of march, it must be performed gradually, 
(unless performed by battalions at once, vide 
S. 1 O,N o. 5, Part III. )--the word" Foru:ard" 
being always given when the wheel of the 
above-named extent has been completed; 
and then the wheel to be repeated, if neces. 
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snry,when a few paces more advanced.
A nd if the leaders of each dil'ision tollow 
with scrupulous attention, {he changes of di. 
rection of the division in their front--givillg 
the word "Right (or left) Shoulders forward" 
at tbe same spot, and then "Foru:ard" at 
the moment when the division is square ,,,illl 
the one preceding, the distances, and the 
whole regularity of the march, will ue pre. 
~crved. It may be observed, however, that 
a column of very small divisions may follow 
and cOnfOr!11 to the windings and turnings 
of the head, without repeating (he word, 
Shoulde1's fOTlllard, which should be given by 

, . the head division upon all occasions. 
Wheel of dlVl. 4. VI heels ofdivisiolls may ue made either 
sion,s ~lay bde forward or backward. In pro,!;ressive move. maue .orwar t.' , 
or backward. ment they are made forward, but parllcular 

occasions require that they should be made 
BACKWARD, Oil the pivot flank. III this man· 
ncr the line may wheel illto open column of 
companies, sub.divisions, or sections, and be 
prolonged when necessary to either fiank, 
the pivots being thus preserved. The wlIcel 
bad,wards is also advantageously used in 
marching off parades, where guards are of 
different strengths, and is often ef'sentially 
necessary in narrow grounds. By this means, 
although dil'isiellls should be unequal, eitber 
in the same battalion, or in a line, yet all 
their pivot flanks will, after the wheel, reo 
main trulv dressed; of course, the distances 
will be ju'st, the line of marching accurately 
preserved, and each divison, by afterwards 
wheeling up, will exactly occupy the identi. 
cal ground it quitted. The backwards wheel, 
however, nee4 not be practised where the 
ground is uneven, and the divisions strong~t 
than 15 or 16 files; where this is the case, 

How perfornlOd, the command will be FORiII OPEN COLUMN 

. RIOU'J.' (01' LEFT) IN FRONT; upon which tho 
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pivot men face as required, and the divisions 
are FACED TO THE RIGHT ABOUT-RIGHT (or 
LEF'r) WHEEL; and are halted and fronted 
by the leaders of each when the wheel is 
performed. 

5. If the divisions of a battalion are kept 
equalized (which they ought always to be 
for the purposes of manreuvre), they may 
wheel in succession upon the reverse as wel~ 
as the pivot flank, without deranging the 
line of covering; but where ciivisins happen 
to be nnequal, and that they are to w hed 
successively on the reverse flank, a strop-g 
division must wheel at a point short of the 
preceding one, by the space of as many files 
as the strength of the latter is exceeded, and 
a weak division must overpass the wheeling 
point of its preceding stronger one, by the 
space of as many files as it is deficient. 

Necessary recol- 6. It appears that the number of paces of 
iectlOns. 30 inches, comprised in the front of any di. 

vision or body, is nearly 3-4ths of the num" 
ber of files of which it is composed; and 
that the number of files being once ascer. 
tained in each division,.the officer command. 
ing it must on all occasions recollect the 
number of paces that are equal to his front. 
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Covering S8r. 
jeants. 

PART 111. 

The Alignement. 
1. To march in an ALIG"'EME"'T i9 to 

make troops march in any straight line 
which joins two given points,-or to form 
upon allY such given line. 

Points of Formation. 
1. A serjeallt will be placed, upon all 

occasions of formation of lines, in [root of 
each flank 111e of the company named a3 the 
base, facing to the right if the formation is 
on the right company, to the left if on tbe 
left company, and inwards if Oll allY other 
compl1ny: and a covering serjeant will run 
out from each company as it arrives within 
twenty paces of the point of furmation, alld 
will cover at the distance of the division in 
the line estahlished by the seljeants in front 
of the base, who will remain steady until 
the third company from them receives the 
words Eyes j7'Ont, when they will pass to 
the rear. The covering serjeant of the next 
company will also remain steady until the 
third compauy from him receives the worcl:J 
Eyes front, and so on until the line is fOl'med. 
In this manner each covel'ing serjeant will 
have two points to cover upon; atld eae:1 
division will always have two poiuts UpOll 

.which it will be brought parallel to the 
general line, and illdependent of the divi. 
sions already formed; and if the points are 
well taken up, and the divi:>ions properly 
conducted, little dressing will be necessary. 

Points to be al. 2. It is most essential that these serjeants, 
'W~y'B kept clear. who are so many intermediate points, con. 

necting the flank of appui with the outer 
flank point of the battalion, should be always 
kept clear for the view of division officers. 
Divisions must therefore "dress up" to 
them upon all occasions (Vide Deployments 
and EchelLon Movements, S. 36, 40, and 41, 
Part III.) 
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3. Whenever a company is named as tbe 
base of a. formation, two serjeants oeionallig 
to it will immediately--spring Ollt and ~ive 
the lJase for the covering points. Whert 
fOl'matiolls are made upon the centre, the 
intermediate points of each wing will coyer 
the central base; and upon change of frollt 
on the l1olours, one of the supernumerary 
serjeants of the centre will place himself ia 
the new front before the colours, and the 
covering serjeants of the two centre COIl1. 

panies will change places and cover him, 
the coverers of each wing aligning on them 
as before. 

~overi?-g Ser. 3. When a line changes its front in any 
Jea.nts.l?cha.nge directi011, hy means of the open colun1:l, It 
ofposltlOn by . . f· I d· . . . ·11 
tile open column covering serjeant rom eac 1 IV!SlOll WI 

always run out twenty paces before the di\·i. 
sion reaches the new alignement, to mark 
its distance;. and he will cover, at the proper 
pi\'ol flanl" upon the point of formation. 

Formation of 
Dpen columll 
frolll line. 

5. When formations to line or changes of 
position are made by sub divisions or sec
tions, the covering serjeants of companies 
are sufficient to take up points. 

Dressing. 
The officer or non.commissioned officer, 

in dressing, is placed Oil that flank of his 
division to which the men's eyes are turned; 
and from the second file from the flank of 
the company towards which his wheeling 
flank moves from column, or his inward flank: 
from echelloo, he makes his corrections on 
his intermediate point, and the battalion 
point, which is previously marked by the 
adjutant, or some other person placed in the 
true general line. 

Open Column. 
1. When a column is to be formed from 

line, it may be done by the wheel of divisions, 
either backward or forward; Upon the cau-
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Covering of 
pivots. 

PART III. 

tion; the leaders of divisions place themselves 
close before the centre of thpir companies, 
facing to the front; the pivots face, and a 
supernumerary serjeant of the right or left 
company (according to which flank is to be 
in front) runs out and places himself at the 
point where the wheeling flank of that com· 
pany is to rest at the completion of the wheel; 
the covering serjeants of the whole fall back 
one pace; and the supernumerary rank closes 
up within one pace of the rear rank. When 
the wheel is performed, the covering serjeant 
covers the second file from the pivot flank. 

2. When divisions march by threes, in 
order to take up a new alignement in open 
column, either to the front or rear, the ser. 
jeant of each, successively, as it arrives at 
20 paces from that line, runs out, takes his 
distance, covering in the alignement, and reo 
mains as a point on which his officer will 
eon duct his division and afterwards accupy. 
When such change of front is made from 
line to the front, each covering serjeant, in 
taking distance for his own company,becomes 
the point upon which the divi8ion next in 
. front must be directed, and he resumes his 
station (by the reverse flank) in rear of his 
own company as sonn as his place is taken 
by the officer. In changes to the rear, the 
serjeants in like manner take distance for 
their own company, which in this case will 
also form npon t~em. 

3. In column, divisions cover and dress to 
the proper pivot flank; to the left when the 
right is in front; and to the right when the 
left is in front. The proper pivot flank in 
column is that which, when wheeled up to, 
preserves the divisions of the line in their 
uatural order, and to their proper front· the 
other is called the reverse flank. ' 
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Posting of Ser
jeants, 

4. The covering serjeant accompanies and 
assists the leader of a company in all his 
movements, and preserves his place when
ever the officer's duty requires him to quit it. 

5. V'i'hen the column marches, if the 
officer is in frollt of the company, the ser
jeant is on t.he pivot of the front rank, and is 
answerable for the division distance.' If the 
officer remains on the pivot flank, the ser. 
jeant then falls back behind' the rear rank, 
alJd c01itfrs the second file ti'om the pivot. 

Column of sub- 6. When the battalion is ill column of sub. 
divi.ions. divisions, if t.here is no second officer, (Le 

covering serjeant takes tbe flank of (be 
second mb·division. 

C?lumn of sec- 7. In column of sections the covering SCI'. 

tions,& ;hree~. jeant takes the flank of tbe second seclirlr., 
and :lIes. if there is not a third subaltern (0 command 

it. If there is a third subaltern, giving an 
officer to every section, then the covering 
serjeaut will covel' tbe second file from the 
pivot flank of the leading section. In the 
march by threes, the officer commanding the 
dlvisioll is placed Ol;t the inner fb.nk of the 
leading section of threes. The covering ser· 
jeant leads the centre file. In file marching 
the covering serjeant leads the front rank. 

In counter. S. When divisioIls countermarch in col
mfLl'ches. umn, the position of the covering S8Jjeant is 

the same as thut laid down in tbe countel'
march of a single company. (S. 13, Part 2,) 

g, The same obsel'vation applies to the 
couutermul'ch by ranks. (S. lao Part 2.) 

F<)rmation of 10. On the caution, officers move to the 
line from opeu centre of their companies, one pace from the 

column. fi I I' , . t I I'ont ranK; t Jell' coyermg serJean space 
themselves on the right of each, if the wheel 
is to be to the left, or behind the pivot file, 
jf the wheel is to be to the right, and a ser
jeant of the leading company of tbe battal. 
ion runs up and places himself in the new 

G 
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aliO'nemcnt, to mark where the wheeling 
fla~k of that company is to rest. Pivot men 
of the front rank face square into the new 
direction, and the rear rank locks up to the 
front rank. The whole wheel up and halt. 
Officers dress the interior of their compa. 
nies, and then replace their serjeants, who 
are now in the front rank. 

Column of march. 11. The rear divisions ofa column, either 
of march or mallffiuvre, will constantly fol. 
low every turning which the head may make; 
each successively changi'lg its direction at 
the same point with the leading division; 
and although in route marching the files of 
a division may be permitted to loosen, and 
move with freedom, yet the pivot files must 
carefully preserve their place and distance, 
at all times, under the constant superintend. 
ence of an officer of each division. 10 long 
marches, officers and pivot files may be fre. 
quently relieved in these essential attentions. 
Preparatory to any relaxation in route march. 
ing, the words MARCH AT EASE should be 
given, when the soldiers may be allowed to 
open their files, carry their arms as they 
please, and converse. The officers may 
march likewise at ea~e, and with the excep. 
tion of the officer charged with the superin. 
tendence of the pivot files, they will be found 
most useful in the rear of their companies. 
At the word ATTENTION, files are closed, 
the step taken up, silence preserved, and 
arms sloped. In this restored order aU 
alterations of front, formations, &c., should 
be executed. 

Music, Drum. 
mer.s, &c. 

12. In passing in Review Order, the 
drummers are with the music, in front: in 
Field.Movements the drummers and music 
are in the rear, w hen the battalion is in line, 
and on the reverse flank when in column. 
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Close Column. 
1. When close columns are formed, the 

companies, or divisions, are one pace dis
tant, measuri:ng ti'om the heels of the rear 
rank to the heels of the frollt rank. On the 
caution being given, the covering serjeant 
of the named company, places himself in 
front or rear of the officer, who will shift, if 
necessary, to the flank which is to become 
the pivot one of the column. The cSlVering 
serjeants of the remaining companies, when 
within 20 paces of the proper pivot flank, 
will step out to take up the distance; and 
the covering in column. The covering ser. 
jeant will remain steady until he is replaced 
by his officer, when he will cover his officer 
in the real' rank. All supernumeraries take 
post on the reverse flank of the column, and 
in deployment will halt with their respective 
companies. If a close column is formed 
:from any rhore open columns, the covering 
serjeants will not run out, but remain during 
the march in rear of their respective com
panies, and when halted cover their officers. 

Column at quar- 2. The column at quarter distance par-
ter distance. takes of all the properties, and is capable of 

all the formations and' deployments, applied 
to close column, but the covering serjeants 
and supernumerary rank are posted as laid 
down for open column. 

Wheel in close 3. Upon the caution for the column to 
column. wheel, the covering seljeant of the front 

company will move out to mark where the 
outer flank of the column will rest w hen the 
wheel is complete; and, in order to perform 
the wheel without crowding at the inner 
flank, the flank file, whether officer or man, 
must be the pivot~upon which the wheel is 
made, and thus the whole column wheels as 
a division, under the direction of the com. 
manding officer. 

02 
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PART III. 

4. In order, also, to avoid crowding in the 
wheel of a close column, it is necessary 
that, upon the wheel being ordered, all the 
real' divisions make a half fuce to the reo 
verse flank, each file, on the word Quick or 
Double ]}Iarch, and during the wheel, cir. 
cling round alJd covering the relative files of 
the divisions in front; the officers alld coV. 
ering serjeants will circle in tbe same way 
round the officers in their front, and confiue 
their attention to the covering. 

Special alton- 5. In the same manner the rear divisions 
tions to the will make a half face to the reverse fianl{, 

wheel of a bat_ I I' d d' 
t /

. t t when the W lee IS rna e at quarter lstance: 
a IOn a quar Ill" . 

Jistance. but in order to preserve the quarter dlstauce 
accurately, the leading division will advance 
six paces on the word Quick or Double 
lJIw'ch, and will wheel at a shortened pace 
round the pivot man (who instantly faces in 
the new direction), while each succeeding 
division will advance in circuling round to 
quarter distance, which will leave room for 
the divisions of the rear wing to circle into 
their relative positions at that distance.
Thus, in all such wheels at quarter distance, 
the battalion must gain six paces to its front. 
III wheeling on the moveable pivot, the rear 
di"isions make a half turn towarJstheshoulder 
brought forward, and the front division wheels 
and advances at a shortened pace in ,he new 
direction, the rear divioliollS circuling round. 

Deployments. 

From cl~se and If from close column the covering and a 
;~;::::~~lS!~nc= supernumerary . serjeant from the named 
central com_ company move m front of the flank files of 

pany. the leading division and face inwards, thus 
giving the base for the new line. 

Iffrom quarter distance column,by sections 
of threes, the. c\>vering and supernumerary 
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ge,rjeants act as laid down for the close 
column; but take up the points three paces 
in fi'ont of the leading division. 

Echellon. 

Direct ec11ellon. The direct echellon is where the divis~ons 
of a battalion march off successively from a 
flank, at equal distances from one another. 

Oblique echellon. 2. The oblique or wheeled echellon is 
where the divisions of a battalion are pre. 
viously wheeled into an oblique direction, 
for the purpose of gaining ground to a fim:)k. 
, 3. 'Whenever the divisions of a battalion 
are cautioned to wheel forward or backward 
any named number of paces in echellon 
positioll, the covering serjeants post them. 
selves before or behind the centre of the 
eighth file from the standing flank, and take 
the ordered number of paces on the circum. 
ference of the circle. When the divisions 
have been respectively wheeled, and reo 
ceived the word Eyes front, these serjeants 
place themselves on the outward flanks.
Great accuracy is required from serjeants 
in taking these paces, as upon them depends 
the correctness of the echelJon. 

4. When divisions, wheeled into echel. 
lon, form line upon a division already formed 
in their front, the covering sel'jeants will 
run out to take up the distance and c0vel'ing 
in the intended line, when the divisions in 
march shall respectively approach to twenty 
paces from the division already placed, cov
ering from the point on which the formation 
is made. 

FiI·ings. 
1. When the battalion fires by divisions, 

the serjeants ,take the places of the officers, 
who have moved to the rear. 
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FORMA TION OF THE BATTALION. 
Formation of the 'When the companies join, and the bat. 

battalion. talion is formed, there is to be no interval 
between any of them, grenadier, light com· 
pany, or other; but every part of the front 
of the battalion should be equally strong. 

Each company which makes a part of 
the same line, and is to act in it, must be 
formed and arranged in tho same manner. 

Position of the The companies will draw up liS follows 
companies in from right to left, viz.-grenadier>l on the 
battalion. ~ fi h I right, light company on the Ie t, t e ot ler 

Divisions. 

Companies 
equalized. 

Formation of the 
battalion at close 
order. 

companies 1, 2, 3, &c. from right to left. 
The battalion will be told off as follows, 

viz., into right and left wings. By compa. 
nies divided into right and left sub-divisions, 
into four sections numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 
into sections of threes .. 

The companies may be equalized in point 
of numbers when the battalion is formed for 
field movement; but it is also desirable that 
they should be accLlstomed to exercise in 
companies of unequal strength, as must often 
be the case on service. 

Ranks are the distance of one pace. 
All the field officers and the adjutant are 

mounted. 
The commanding officer is the only officer 

advanced in front, for the general purpose 
of exercise when the battalion is single; hut 
in the march in line, and in the firings, he 
is in the rear of the colours. 

The lieutenant-colonel is behind the co· 
lours, twelve paces from the supernumerary 
rank. 

The first major is six paces in the rear 
of the second battalion company from the 
right flank: the second major at the- same 
distance in the rear of second battalion com· 
pany from the left flank: the adjutant at the 
same distance in rear of the colours. 
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One officer is on the right of the front 
rank of each company, and one on the left 
of the battalion; all these are covered in ' 
the rear rank by their respective serjeants ; 
and the remaining officers and serjeants are 
in a third rank behind their companies. 

The colours are placed between the two 
centre companies, both in the front rank, 
and each covered by a non· commissioned 
officer, or steady man in the rear rank.-
One serjeant is in the front rank betwixt the 
colours; he is covered by a second serjeant 
in the rear rank, and by a third in the super. 
numerary rank. The sole business of these 
three serjeants is, where the battalion mov\3s 
in line, to advance and direct the march as 
hereafter melltioned. The place of the first 
of those serjeants, when they do move out, 
is preserved by a named officer or serjeant, 
who moves up from the supernumerary rank 
for that purpose. 

Uee of the third, The supernumerary rank is at three paces 
or supernume. distance when in line: when in column, it 
ruy rank. is at the distance of one pace. The cssen. 

tial use of the supernumerary rank is, to 
keep the others closed up to the front during 
the attack, and to prevent any break begin
ing in the rear: on this important service, 
too many officers and non· commissioned 
officers cannot be employed. 

The pioneers are assembled behind the 
centre· of the grenadier company, formed 
two deep, and nine paces from the super. 
numerary rank. 

The drummers, fifers, and buglers of the 
battalion are assembled in two divisions, 
nine paces behind the supernumerary rank 
of the first and last battalion companieiil. 

The musicians are nine paces from the 
supernumerary rank, in rear of the centre of 
the battalion, formed two deep and at loose 
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files,. only occupying no more space than is 
118eeSsarv. 

The ;taff, consisting of the paymaster, 
surgeon, aflsistant.surgeon, Rnd quarter.mas. 
ter, are three paces behind the music. 

III general, officers remain posted with 
their proper companies; but commanding 
officers will occasionally make such changes 

Replacing 
jeants. 

as they may find necessary. , , 
Ser. Whenever the officers move out of tne 

front rank, in parade, marching in column, 
wheeling into line, or otherwise, their places 
are taken by their serjeant coverers, or senior 
subalteroer as may be ordered, and preserved 
until the officers again resume them. 

JVhen the Battalion takes Open Order. 

Rear Rank 
take Opetl 

Order. 

March. 

At the word Order, officers recover swords, 
and move at once close in front of tbe files 
opposite which they are to stand,-that is, 
the captain in front of the second file from 
the right of the company, the senior subal. 
tern in front of the second file from the left, 
anti the third subaltern in front of the centre 
file-if there i3 a fourth officer the distance 
between the Hanks will be divided. The 
serjeant coverers take a pace to tlw left to 
allow the officers to pass, and theu move up 
to the front rrlll/;: to preserve the intervals 
left by the officers. The flank men on the 
right of the rear rank of each company step 
briskly back one pace, to mark the ground 
npon which the rallk is to halt; they face 
to the right, and cover as pivots, corrected 
by the serjeant. major on the right. 

At this word, the rear rank steps back one 
pace, dressing by the right; the officers of 
companies march three paces direct to the 
front, glance their eyes to the right. COI'rect 
their dressing, and port their 's'ltords at th 
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word Steady fro~ the major, ,,,ho uresses 
them. The officers with the colours march 
forward thre,e lengthened paces, add dress 
in the line of officers. ' 

The music, drummers, and poineers reo 
main as posted at close order. The first 
major places himself on the right of the liue 
,of officers; the second major o(} their leti; 
the adjutant on the left ot' the front ra[Jk. 
The staff, viz. the paymaster, surgeon, m;
sistant-surgeon, and quarter. master, plnce 
themselves on the right of the front rank of 
the grenadiers, at one pace distance. The 
colonel and lieutenant-colonel advance ten 
and six paf'es before the colours. 

The whole thus arrive at their several posts, and the bat
talion remains formed in this parade order, to receive a 
sllperior, officer. When the battalion is reviewed singly, 
th61 division of drummers will be moved up and formed two 
deep on each flank of the line: the pioneers will be formed 
two deep on the right of the dl'ummers of the right, and the 
staff will form on the right of the whole. 

TVhen the Battalion resumes Close Order. 

Rear Ranl. 
tuke Close 

Order. 

llfarcl!. 

The officers recover swords, and, with the 
colour and staff, face to the right. 

The drummers and --pioneers (if on the 
flanks) face to the centre. 

The scrjeants (if in the front rank) fnco 
to the right. 

The covering seljoants tal,o three side 
8Iep,~ to the right, and one full one to thl) 
rear, to allow the officers to pass. 

The rear rank closes within (mc pace. 
The serjeants, drummers, pioneers, &c. 

&c_ resllme thei? places, each as in the ori
ginal 'formation of the battalion in close 
ordol'. 

The officers move through and into their 
respective intermiB, and each individuul af· 
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rives and places himself properly at his post 
in close order. ' 

When the battalion wheels by companies 
or sub.divisions to either fiank into column, 
both colours and the directing serjeants al. 
ways wheel to the proper front, and place 
themselves berlind the third, fourth, and fifth 
file from the new piyot: 

END OF PART III. 



PART IY. 

LIGHT INFANTRY. 

Signals and Sounds for regulating Movements. 
1. Signals and saunds are necessary in 

various situatians; they are intended as 
substitutes far the vaice: but as they l\re 
liable to be misunderstoad, they shauld never 
be resarted to, excepting when the voice 
can nat reach; 0.1' for the purpases af drill 
and instructian. 

To?e as few and 2. For this reason, and as the same saund 
a~ simple as pos. upan a different key, or in different time i" 
sIble. , 'k h I b apt to. occasIOn mlsta 'es, t ey oug It to. e 

as few and as simple as passible. 
3. No mavemeut should ever be executed 

No movement to until the bugle sound is perfectly finished; 
h,e executed un· and in the combinations of the sounds with 

, ~I}l~~l:~~~:.und the" Fire," tJ/~t sound should a!~ays, be 
, the last, otherwIse the company mIght 1m· 

mediately commence a fire upon the spot; 
and if the march 01' retreat were to follow, 
it would not be heard. 

4. The following sounds appear sufficient 
for every situation in which light infantry 
can be emplayed :-

~ 
as established. and 

THE OFFICERS' CALL, therefore not num· 
bered. 

I. To EXTEND-from that part of the line 
where the bugle sounds, except preceded 
by the distinguishing G. 

II. To CLOSE -to the spot from whence 
it proceeds, and for skirmishers to run in 
upon the supports except preceded by the 
distinguishing G. 
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III. To ADVANcE-in order of the pre. 
sent formation. 

IV. To HALT-in the same order; except 
in retiring by alternate ranks, in which case 
they form up to the front. The halt annuls 
all previolls sounds except to fire. 

V. To FIRE.-If when halted, they fire 
upon the spot, skirmishers selecting their 
ohjects. If on the mar..:h, whether advanc. 
ing in a general line, or retiring by alternate 
ranks, the men of a file fire alternately, one 
being always loaded. 

VI. CEASE FIRING.-Every man to cease 
firing and joad. 

vn. To RETREAT.--When not firing, to 
retire immediately in quicklime. The line, 
reserves, and skirmishers, facing to the right 
about, if no other order or rate is specified. 

VIII. ASSEJIBLy .... This sOllnd may be 
used on many occasions, viz., tl) turn out a 
eorps, or company, at any time by day or 
night: to repair to a place of rendezvous 
previously appointed, when extended as sl{ir. 
mishers, and surprised by cavalry in open 
ground. Fer ski rmishers, with their supports 
and reserves, to run in upon the battalion. 

IX. bCLIi\'E TO THE RIGHT.-If on the 
march, Left slto'uldersforward. Hha lted, the 
skirrtlishe:.:s will take ground to the right in file. 

X. IXCLINE TO TIlE LEFT •••• Right should
ers forward, or Left face, according as the 
skil'mi~hers may be in motion or halted. 

XI. THE AL_\R,.,I. 

5. The following signals being repetitions, 
or combinations of the preceding sounds are 
not numbered. 

The ADVANCE and RE'rnEAT ..•. Sounded 
when inclining to a flank, indicate that suffi. 
cient space has been gained to a flank, and 
that the original direction is to be resumed. 
When a line of skirmishel's,or an advanced or 
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rear guard, is required to occupy more space to 
the right and left, the bugle will sound from 
tbe centre extend,upon whicb they will open out 
to one half mOl'e than their origiual extensioll. 

Distinction 6. If when the batt<tlion or company is de. 
between the tached the skirmishers have to close they 

assembly and ' . . ' 
the c;jase. always run 1Il upon the supports In the fij'st 

place, and the assembly ~"ill atl:erIVurds be the 
signal for the whole to close in upon the bat. 
talion j but if the assembly sounds first, \,"ith. 
oul any close, it is a signal for the whole to 
make the best of their way to the rear of dle 
battalion; in which case they must move as 
rapidly as they can, as this implies the neccs· 
sity of greater expedition: the supports fall 
back in steady double time. If skirmishers are 
pursued when the assembly is sounded, they 
should be taught to keep wide of the battalion. 
7. The ADVANChl-RETRlHT-HALT-FIRE 

-CEASE FIRING, are the only sOllnds which 
should be repeated by all the buglers on every 
occasion. 

How the use The use of the bugle may be considerably 
of the bu~le increased by adopting the use of three simple 
may be 1Il. G '01 as distinD'uisiJinD' s0unds. 

creased ' c b 
. Olle G. to denote the right of the line. 

Two G's, the centre. 
Three G's, the left. 
This preceding any sound, denotes the part 

of the line to whidl it applies. For instflClce, 
two G's before the Ex'rEND, signifies 10 extend 
from the centre. One G followed by the C.LOSE, 

siglJifies to close to the right. When no G is 
prefixed to the EXTFND, it will moan from that 
part of the line where the bugle sounds . 

. 9. There should be a pause of three seconds 
betweell all orders by sounds; 

HI. Signals by bugle sounds do not apply to 
bodi("il of troops in reserve. 

Timo of move· 11. When no particular time is specified, light 
mont. illfaalry movements, in close order, will ul'lljally 
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be in quick time, formations from file or on the 
march excepted. F0rmations from extellded 
order, and extensions on the march, are in 
double time, subject always to the discretion of 
the commanding officer, who will never apply 
it so as to harrass or exhaust the men unneces· 
sarily. There are, however, occassions of con· 
stant occurrence upon service where no other 
time will suit,-such, for example, as to seize 
all advalltageous point; and in formations on 
the march, when it is desirable that the leading 
comrany (or section) of a column should con. 
tinue to advance while the line is rapidly formed 
upon it, by those ill the rear 'bringing shoulders 
forward, and moving up in double time, each 
company following and conforming to the 
movement of the olle in front of it, without 
waiting for the word of command. 

Detail of Formation. 
1. When soldiers are drilled by word of command, they 

move at the last word, \yhich should be given short:
PACES-FROM THE RIGHT-EXTEND. 

PACES-Fr.f>l,I THE CENTRE-ExTE"'D, &c. 
To THE RIGHT-CLOSE, &c. 
A DVANCE-HALT-FIRE-RETIRE, &c. 

Light companies should often be practised in judging their 
own di.~t<lnce of' files; the points on which the flanks are 
to rest being previollsly notified. 

'1'0 eXlend As soon as the order is given, (either by word 
jromthe halt of' command, or by bugle,) the officers drop to 

the rear: the captain places himself in rear of 
the centre; the first lieutenant is in rear of the 
right, the second in rear of the left; the third 
subaltern remains with the captain, ready to 
receive his orders. The serjeants fall likewise 
to the rear. At the last sound of the bugle, the 
named file stands fast; the remainder trail arms 
face, and extend in quick time, unless ordered 
to move at the double march. 

2. The front-rank men of files move straight 
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hefore them, covering correctly on the march; 
their respective rear.rank men cast their eye 
over the inward shoulder, and tap their front. 
rank men, at the distance of two, four, six, 01' 

any other given number of paces, as a signal 
for them to halt, ffont, and order arms. 

Di~tances of 3. The paces are indicated by the previous 
files. caut.ion of the commanding officer; but if nil 

number is specified, six paces is the regulated 
distance between the files. If the left.hand file, 
who leads on this occasion, be a steady man, 
and has moved correctly on bis front, the line 
will require little dressing; to much attentlOn 
to which, in extended order, is to be carefullv 
avoided. If the distance between the files be not 
correct,it mnst not be altered by closing or open. 
ing out: this can only be done upon the march. 

To jire in 4. So soon as the" Pire" has sounde.d, the 
extended front.rank men fire and commence loadtng, and 

order on the the rear.rank men (when it is their turn to fife) 
spot. take a step of ten inches to the right with the 

right foot, and as soon as they have fired, they 
will again cover their front.rank men and load. 

To ce.aseji. 5. In this manner the firing is continued, 
ring. until the bugle sounds the "Cease." Afterthis 

sound, not a shot must be heard; the unloaded 
men re.load as rapidly as possiblc,and the whole 

To jil'e 
kneeling 

on the SPf:)t. 

then remain steady and ready to move. 
6, This caution is repeated by the officers; 

and where there is any deficiency of them, by 
the serjeants along the line. The bugle sounds 
the <I Fire," and the whole drop instantly on the 
knee. The right knee is on the ground, and 
the right leg to the rear, The rear.rank man, 
in coming down, disengages to the right, so as 
to be able to fire clear of his front. rank man. 
The firing proceeds as before, with this 
difference, that the rear.rank men retain their 
place, and continue disengaged, to flvoid the 
awkward movement of covering and uncover· 
ing upon their knees. 
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Tojire lying. 7. The caution to Lie down is given as 
above, and at the ,. Fire," the whole drop all 

both knees, (the rear-rank men disengaging,) 
and throw themselves on their bellies ;- .. the 
firiug proceeds as before; the meo load 00 their 
knees, or they may 10ac1lying, though the latter 
is an objectionable position, and very liuble to 
accident. Riflemen may fire on their backs in 
fayorable si~\Iatioos; in tilis positioo, the feet 
are crossed, the right foot passing through the 
sling of the rifle, alJd the piece supported by it ; 
but this position is 001 suited to the musket of 
light infantry companies of the line: it fur
nishes a steady aim with a rifle. If, in a very 
exposed simati::m, the soldier attempls to load 
lying, he will, after priming roll over on his 
back, aud, placing the butt between his legs, 
the lock upwards, and the muzzle a little ele
vated, draw his ramrod, and go on with his 
loading without exposure, rolling over on his 
breast again when ready to fire. 

The line will 8. At the last sound of the bugle to "Ad. 
advance. vance," the whole step off in quick time, keep

ing their distances. from the centre. -
The line will 9. At the sound of the bugle the "hole go 

retire. -to the left about and retire together, rear rank . 
leading. 

'1'0 fire ad. 10. At this signal the front.rank man of each 
va'Rci1lg file fires, and instantly drops to the rear, by the 

left of his comrade, and loads upou the march; 
and as soon as he i3 loaded, he will give the 
word "Ready" in an under tone of voice, and 
the other man fires and proceeds in the same 
manner, taking care that both men are never 
unloaded at the I!ame time, The men must 
cover their file leaders, who, without withdra w. 
ing their attention from the object in their 
front, can ,,-jtll a glance of the eye avoid los. 
ing distance, or getting before or behind the 
file next' to them towards their centre. 

NOTE •••• When any difficulty is experienced in loading on 
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t~e march, [with riflemen for example,] the men, after firing, 
may drop to the real', and ha,lt to loa!il, running up to their 
fHe-leaders (who, continue moving on) when loaded, and 
giving the word" Ready" as before--so on alternately. In 
parade practice, however,on open ground, it is desirable that 
.the men should always go through the motions on the march, 
as it tends to make them expert and handy with their arms. 
To fire reo 11. Ii'in motion, the whole halt; the front. 

tiring. rank men give their fire, and move straight to 
the rear, loading on the march: when their 
loading is completed, they will halt, front, and 
kneel down, ill the position of making ready. 
Then the rear-rank men (who had Imeeled 
dowtI when theil' front.rank men retired) will 
fire and retire smartly in the same manner, 
passing to the proper left of their front. rank 
men, and commencing their loading as soon as 
they have passed, hpJt, front, und kneel when 
loaded, as before :--thus the ranks continue to . 
retire alternately, as soon as they hear the ram· 
rods working of the rank that has retired. In 
the field, however, the distance to be taken by 
each rank in refreating will depend upon. the 
movements of the enemy, the nature of the 
ground, and other circumstanc.es; but when 
cover presents itseff at hand, the men should 
always avail themselves of it. 

Halt. 12. At this signal, if advancing, the skir. 
mishers kneel down, take advantage of any 
inequalities of the grouud in their neighbour: 
hood, and continuing to fire until the Cease 
firi1ig has sounded. Irthe skirmishers are reo 
ti1'ing, the rank next the enemy will stand fast 
(01' face about if not already fronting towar?s 
the enemy,) and the other Tank closes up to It, 
kneeling .down; and the whole contipue firing, 
taking cure that botl! ranks are nevel," unloaded 
at the same time. 

To close. 13. On the signal being sounded, the m~n 
trail arms, face to the point required, ~lose 10 

quick time, and order arms. If on tke marcl:, 
H 



98 PART IV. 

the named file moves steadily on, the remain. 
del' make a half.turn and close in double time. 

'10 extend 14. In all these cases, the files from which the 
while a divi. extensi0Cl takes place, move straight forward in 
sion is ad. qui<;k time; the others make a half turn to the 

vancing; flank to which they are ordered to extend, and 
from the move off at double time. As soon as each file 
centre- has got its regular distance, it will turn to the 

frum the front, and advance, resuming the quick time; 
right-or, rear.rank men covering their froet.rank men, 
from the left and keeping in line witb the directing file. 
To incline 15. The skirmishers make a half.tnrn to 
to the rig,':t. the flanks to which they are ordered to incline 
IneZ-ine to (rear. rank men covering their front.rank men,) 

the left, and continue in the diagonal direction, until 
Advance. the" Advance". is sounded, when they will re· 

[um to their original front, and move forward 
as before. If, wben the skirmishers have 
made the half.turn, the bugle sl10uld sound the 
" IneZ-ine" a second time, the men's shoulders 
should be brought up, so as to complete the 
face, and march in file. 

To fire, in. 16. To fire wben inclining to the right or 
cZining to a left, the front.rank men halt, take steady aim 
flank. and fire, then drop to the rear, passing behind 

their rear.rank men, and loading on the march; 
the rear· ranI. men halt and fire as soon as their 
front.rank men are loaded, and drop to the rear 
of their front rank, and so on alternately. 

To halt from 17. At this signal, the whole front, and kneel 
the incline. down, continuii!g to fire until the signal for 

,. Cease firing" has sounded. 
Change 13. The right file faces to the right, kneeling 
front: the others rise up and trail: at the word Double 

to the right, ~~Iarch, they bring tbe left shoulders forward, 
on the right and form on the right file. The distance will 

file. be preserved from the halted flank. Each file 
Double rnarch\vill move in the shortest line to its situation in 

the new position, and instantly kneel down. . 
Rightorleft 19. But in throwing a wing backward or 

ShoUlders forward, the distance of files must be preserved 
forward. 
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from the inward flank, and they must look to the 
outward flank for dressing,and bringing forward 
the shoulders gradually, conformably to its pro
gress. 

Change front 29. The left.hand files faces to the right, 
onthelejt kneeling. The other,., rise up, trail, and face 
file, right to the right about; step off at the double march, 

tI!1'o1L'n back and, when in line, face about and kneel. 
DOll,ble march 21. The movements and formations laid 

General down in this secti"On comprise the elementary 
remark. part of light infantry drill in extended order, as 

taught the soldier on parade. The application 
of the drill to field purposes, comprising the 
instruction of the soldier in the value of ground, 
&c., will be treated of in the next and subse. 
quent sections, which have for their object the 
training of the soldier tt) a practicalknowled'ge 
of his duties in the field before an enemy. 

SkiTmishing. 
1. A company, or companies, may extend 

by files from any part of the line, and at va. 
rious distances, as may be ordered; and it is a 
rule that the men of a file invariably act to. 
gether, to inspire confidence, and to afford 
mutual protection and support. 

Detached 2. Detached skivmisners are governed by 
SkIrmishers. circumstances and situation: they must never, 

however, get too far in advance, so as to ex. 
pose their flanks, but must regulate their move. 
ments by the files upon their right and left.
They will fire either standing. kneeling, or 
lying, as the case may require, ever bearing 
in mind that the grand requiAites in skirmish. 
ing are a sure, quick, .and s!e~dy aim, toget~er 
with that ready tact 111 selzmg, at a glance, 
tbose local advantages which enable a man to 
do the utmost injury to his enemy, with the 
least exposure tl) himself~ 

General line 3. In the field, skirmishers advance in a 
qf skirmish. general line, pushing on, or falling back from 

ers. post to post, and never standing exposed, even 
2H 



100 PART IV. 

for an instant, when there is cover of any kind 
at hand. It is therefore alwa.ys proper, when 
oblirred to advance, across an open space, upon 
an e~emy posted ul1der cover, to make a quick 
and sin;ultaneous rush towards the point: a reg
ular and systematic advance ar.rosssuch groun~ 
-however resolutely conducled-,.\'ould entail 
a great and very useless sacrifice of lives. 

To ad'\"ance in 4. At the siO'nal TO FIRE, the front-rank man 
a ~eneral line of each file fir~s and instantly drops to the rear 
fi1'lng. by the left of his comrade, and loads as qu ickly 

as he can upon the 1I1ARCH, giving the word 
READY when loaded, as tbe signa! for his file 
leader (who has continued leading 00, in a 
threatening all itude) to tire. As often, how
ever, as cover of any kind presents itself within 
reach, each file, in mutual concerl, 'Nil! make 
for it, one man running on while his comrade 
covers his advance, by aiming at the enemy, 
'and distracting his attention: he then in turn 
runs forward, when the cover is secured, and 
both continue to fire from the spot as many 
shols as circumstances and the general move
ments of the line may sanetion, always remem
bering, that the great object in advancing is to 
drive back the enemy's skirmishers, rapidly 
and in confusion, on their reserves, giving them 
no time for rallying, or making a stand. It i'l 
by individual intelligence and judgment in the 
Imowledge of ground and choice of cover,
by the combination of individual exertion, di. 
rected to a general end, rather than by the 
semblance of unifo~mity,-that the proficiency 
and excellence of light tt·oops must be judged 
and estimated. 

To retire 
firing. 

5. On a plain the skirmishers may retire by 
alternate ranks, as prescribed in last section: 
but whenever the country is in the least degree 
wooded, broke;], or inclosed, it will always be 
found advisable to retire in a general line; 
trusting to the skill of the officer, and the firm· 
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~ess nnd intelligence of the men, for disputing 
I t successfully. By this method the well-trained 
s~irmisher, whose eye is formed by practice, 
will often find cover and cle!ltroy his enemy, 
where bis inexperienced comrade would stand 
exposed. Before moving, the skirmisher is 
taught to scan the ground he is to traverse in 
falling back, and having selectea his next sta
tion, he will make for it with the utmost expe
dition. When a line of skirmishers is hard 
pl'essed in retreating, there is no better way of 
giving them relief,ano at the same time of offer
ing' an obstinate resistance to the enemy, than 
by extending the supports as often as an eligible 
line of defence presents itself, the old skirmish
ers passing quickly through the new line form. 
ing into supports; 'again in turn extending, and 
so on alternately. Even on a plain. this will 
be found to be the best mode of disputing the 
ground; the supports, after extending, shOuld 
lie down until the old skirmishers have passed 
thr0ugh them. 

, AClJul'ate,Iy 6. Accurately dressed lines are not an ob-
cresse,d hl:1es ject in skirmishing: the men must be guided 
IlkO, ob~~hC~n'gn entirely by the nature of the groLmd they are 
S Hrnl" 1" 'I h b d 'd I' I d a,ctmg on; aJ t at can e eSlre on t lIS lea 

is, that the files should be so placed us to sup
port, and fire clear of each other. 

Skirmishers 7. Cover, as already observed, being the 
to ~e carefully great object to be attended to, skirmishers, 
tjrame]ddto a f whether advancing or retiring, must be taught 
,now e ge 0 , d I 
ground and carefully to ex~mll1e the, wroun t ley are to 
distances, pass over, prevIOus to QUlttlJ1g shelter; and to 

select some eligible spot f(!)r their next halting 
place. Any open space to be traversed ~n R?
vancing should always be rUll oV,el'; whIle, 111 

retiring, they should endettv0ur, If the ground 
is open, to get bey'ond the accurate range of 
musketry from the spot they quit; before com_ 
ing to a stand, thereby rendering the shelter 
they are leaving, Ilseless to the enflmy; and 
obliging them, in coming OD, to pass ove 
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such open sPace, exposed to the destructive fire 
of men who are both sheltered and prepared. 

Gener;].l rule 8. It is a rule that both men of a file are 
t'c·r loadlllg. never unloaded at the same time; that they 

al ways load, when practicable, under cover, pre. 
vious to moving in advance, and after falling 

, back in retreat, from one spot to another. , 
All unnec.cs. !J. [t will often be prudent to communicate 
sary bugl.mg orders to a line of skirmishers, by passing them 
to be aVOIded . d f' . . d d along the rear, mstea 0 oetraYlOg an lnten e 

movement by the bugle. For the "retreat" 
to one party is the "advance" to their OP/J')' 
nents, who are generally well acquainted with 
the sounds and are prepared to act upon them. 
Too much bugling under any circumstances is 
to be avoided, as tending to distract the atten· 
tion of the soldier, and to cause confusion. 

Ge eral rule 10. The supports e.dvance and retire gene. 
for~he move. rally in line, except when threatened with ca. 
ment of ' sup. valy, when they will move ill close column of 
ports. sections; and skirmishers, in running in on a 

support, form up iE secctions in its rea.r. Sup. 
ports move to a flank in column of sections. 

Skirmishers 11. In covering the advance of lines, skir. 
to overlap. the mishers will take care to protect and overlap 
flanks ofimes the flanks. 

~di~ving 12. In relieving a line of skirmishers, the 
sklrmlshers new line extends in the rear out of reach of 

w hen halted. 1 ' fi d fi . ' d t 1e enemy s re, au a terwar s run up to the 
old line; each file of the former proceeding 
rapidly to the rear, under the protecting fire of 
the new line, and, when out of reach of the 
enemy's fire, they close in upon their spports. 
But should au immediate advance be intended, . 
the relieved skirmishers ought to remain in the 
line lying dowfl, instead of exposing themselves 
to a fire whilst retiring. 

When advan. 13. If the relief takes place while advancing, 
cing. the new skirmishers will run up in the same 

way, and pass briskly in front of the others j 
the old skirmishers lie down till they are out of 
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the enemy's fire, after which they close upon 
their supports as before. 

When retiring 14. If relieving while retiring, the new skir. 
mishers extend a considerable distance in the 
rear, and each man looks out for a good situation 
The old skirmishers continue to retire in their 
usual order, until within 20 or 30 paces of the 
former, they then run through them to the real', 
until they are out of reach of the enemy's fire, 
after which they close. 

SU'pp~rts and 15. Those which have been acting as supports 
skl,rmlShers to may relieve their own skirmishers in this way, 
reheve each, h' h h I fi d i.' ' th III w lC case t e atter a terwar s lorm 10 as 
o er, many parties of support as the ~ther consisted of, 

closing to the right and left accordingly, when 
out of reach of the enemy's fire, and always 
when practicable,completing their ammunition; 

The whole 16. But if the reserves and skirmishers are 
relieved

h
, or

d 
all relieved by freeh parties, each of the sup-

strengt ene 'h l' , . . I 
01' diminished ports preserves t ere alIve posItion WIt 1 respect 

to their own skirmishers, until the two lines 
have relieved each other. Any part of a line 
of skirmishers may be relieved in the same 
manner: it may also be strengthened by throw. 
ing forward one· or more companies or sections 
til particular parts of the line; in that case they 
must mix with the others. and divide the clis. 
tances, or it may be weakened by calling in one 
or more sections; in which case the remaining 
skirmishers will extend to the right and left, so 
as to COVill' the vacancies of those who retired. 

General rule 17. If a .company be directed to skirmish at a 
to be obs~rvec! distance,detached from the timely support of the 
'Y"lh.en skltrm. colnmn or line,one general principle must be ob. 
1S ung a a d I h h b If' distp.l'lce from serve , name y, t at never more t an one a· 
the column must be sent forward to skirmish at a time; the 
or line. other half remain formed and ready to support. 

Flanking 18. The company to perform this duty wil ex-
parties. tend its subdivisions, so as to cover the entire 

flank, or flanks, of the column with intermediate 
supports if necessary. The whole will move in 
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fi!e parallel to the column, and the leading file 
will take the outside flank sl;irOlishers of the 
advanced guard for his general line of march. 
'When the column halts, the flankers and sup. 
ports face outwards to the ellemy. 

HolV the un:ty 19. 'When more than one company is em. 
of compa.nios plo"ed in skirmishioO', one company shoulL! 
when slurm. .J. I d h 0 U . I . . b t skmTIls 1 an anot er support. nlJecessary 
IS llng IS es ... " b' I.) 
preseryed. divIsion of parts IS always 0 '~ectlOnau e. 
Skirmishers to 20. When a company is skirmishing in front 
clear the fl'ent of a battalion, and the AS8EllIl1LY sounds, it is 
?f thehbatttfl,l. of the utmost consequence tbat the ffont of 
10n w en Ie • 

assembly the battalIon should be left clear as soon as 
saunas. possibb. 

H.ow to run in 21. The skirmishers, therefore, if detached 
on. the bat. to any distance, must endeayor instantlv to dis. 
tallOn. .1 h ., fIb l'~ d coyer t e exact SituatIOn a t Ie a~ta lOn, an 

Formation 
of sqn:ne. 

decide in what direction to run in, adopting 
that mode which will least impede, and soonest 
leave it in a situation for firing or advancing. 

22. 'When the battalion forms square, they 
will take the most direct and short way to the 
rear, and close up and compose the rear face. 

23. If the skirmishers are not called in while 
the battalion performs any movement, tbey 
must, with the utmost rapidity, change their 
situation, so as· to correspond with the new 
order of the battalion; and their attention .and 
activity are chiefly required in protecting it 
during the change. 

24. The ALARM followed by the ASSEllIBLY 

will be sounded on the first appearance of the 
enemy's cavalry, when, if there is no cover 
within reach, a~d not sufficient time to form on 
the support, the skirmishers will form the U.;\L-

Rallying. LYING SQUARE, the officer on ,,·hom it forms 
square. taking care so to station himself for its forma-

, tion, as not to cloud the front of the support. 
Rallymg d 25. But when there is cover near; such as 

square nee h d d' I & h k' . l.~ not be formed a e ge, ltC 1, copse, c., t e S lrmlSuprs 
when cover is should at once make for it, and aid the sup_ 

at hand. ports by a cross fire. 
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26. Even in the most sudden rush of cavalrv 
that can happen, when their is neither eover 
nor time, to form the rallying square, the id. 
dividual firmness and intellio-ence of the men 
should ellable them to prot:Ct each other.
They should be taught to make formations for 
defence, however small,against contingencIes of 
this nature; two files uniting in the first in. 
stance back to back, then three and four files, 
and so on: this practice will teadl them to 
make the best use of their numbers, whatever 
they may be; and a skirmisher should be 
taught to know and feel that, individually a 
man on [.)ot, with a loaded musket and bayonet 
ill his hand, ought to be a match for any horse
man. To' face the danger with firr'llH?SS and 
steadiness is, in the smallest bodies, and in the 
worst eme,rgencies, the safest course. 

A.dvanced Guard. 
1. Advanced guards are formed for the 

purpose of feeling the way through a country 
in front of a column, or the columns of an 
army-to gain intelligence of the enemy, and 
to give fimely notice of his vicinity or approach, 
in order that the main body may have time to 

, prepare either for making or repelling an. attack. 
Gene~al rulos 2. The general rules and principles, however 

appllCablo tOwhich should govern the one, are, with a few 
all. obvious exceptions, applicable to all. To guard 

against surprise or unexpected collision with 
the enemy,-to watch his motions or t9 gain in
telligence of his situation,-and to cover and con. 
ceal the movements arid formation of the main 
body,-are manifestly the great leading prin
ciples upon which advanced guards ,shLuld be 
conducted, whethel1. the object be to fall sud. 
denly on the enemy's piquets, ,to dislodge him 
from a post, or merely to give warniHg of his 
vicinity. Vigilance, and a carefu'i study oflocal
ities, are in every case the mainsprings of 
success. 
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Precautions to 3. An advanced guard, on approaching a 
be observed ia village, must proceed with great pn~caution 
apprca.clung if feeling to I' an enemy" The reserve and 

l.t. v ill age. ~. 

Similar pre
caution~ to 
be observed 

advanced parties on the road must be halted 
beyond the reaeh of musketry from the village, 
while strong flanking parties are sent round 
the outskirts so as to threaten the rear. The 
cOrrJoral's pUlty on the road mny then move 
on, 'in single files, with a cOllsderable interval 
between them, followed by as many files in 
succession from the support, as may 1;>e deemed 
expedient; and the supports and reserve will 
move fvrward when it has been ascertained 
that the phlce is not in the occupation of the 
enemy. The leading files should be instructed 
that the first object to be sought for in a village, 
is the church, from the belfry of which a view 
of the surrounding countr.y may be gained. 

4, The head of an advanced guard must 
never commit itself by entering a defile, or 
hollow way, without previously occuPyinbfr the previous to 

entering a heights on either side by flanking parties.-
defile or hoI. Wben the heights are thus crowned, the lend. 

low way. ing party on the road will send Oll a single file, 
which will be followed by others in sliccession, 
near eriough to keep the pre~eding one in 
view-the flanking parties on either band con_ 
tinuing to proceed the centre until the defiie 
is passed, when they will gradually fall back 
to their former stations, and the whole nlOve 
forward in tbe original fell'mation. 

~enerul mle ~;; 5. That woods, villages, and generally, every 
~n aP?foach. object capable of affording concealment to all 
lllg vIllages, . '11 . . bl b d 1 h wood- &c enemy, W1 lllvarlU y e turne ,ane t e real' 

"' .' threatened previous to being felt in front. 
Bogsbalnd 1m 6. Should the advanced guard meet with bogs 
pn.ssa egro'nd h' bl d f h of every kind or ot er Impassa e groun 0 any extent', t oy 
to be careful. must not leave it between themselves and the 
1y examined. column, without careful examination; other. 

wise they might leave an enemy concealed 
within the chain, and not only risk being cut 
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o}f themselves, but compromise the safety of the 
column. 

The com.. 7. The commander of an advanced f1uard 
mandel' of an h 1 d d b I' "'. advanced s all. en eavo~r to a serve every tung him. 
guard to ob.· self, tuke special care tbat any reports he 
serve every rnayhave to make are clear,decirled,and cprrect. 
thing himsGlf, 8. No specific rules can be laiel down for 
Il:lld to he dIS. the conduct of an advanced guard in every case 
tmct and ac· f" II' . . I cnrate in his o' Ia lllg In WIt 1 an enemy. It cannot, how. 
reports. - ever, bfl too strongly impressed on all em. 

ployed on services of this nature, tbat nothing 
Conduct of is more dangerous or re'prehensible than often. 
d.etached par. sive or defensive measures undertaken in an 
ties and pa. . °1 d d d . d troles in fal. ISO ate manner: a vance parties an patroles 
ilJg in with should never, therefore, be suffered to engage 
the enemy. of their own accord, if it can possihly be 

avoi{]ed; but as before remarked, they should, 
on the first appearance of all enemy, either fall 
back under cover or hide themselves on the 
spot (making a signal to the rear) according 
as he may be coming on, or stationary,-in 
eithe~ case securing all the advantages of a 
surprIse. 

The advanced 9. No advanced guard or detached party 
!ruard. should of any kind, after canying a post, should ever 
~nvarlafLbJy d~()· be permitted to advance without reforming. ""rm a er IS. ~ 

lodging thil The men should on no ac~ount pursu~ the 
enemy from flying enemy, but reform rapidly, and walt for 
any post. further orders. . 

PATROLES. 

Utility of pa. 1. The object of a patrole is to obtain intel. 
trolos. ligence, and to ascertain the presence of an 

enemy. They are detached to examine houses, 
copses; inclosures" &c. near the line of march, 
capable of affording concealment to the enemy, 
and too distant to be inspected by the advanced 
or flanking parties. All heights from which a 
view of the surrounding countrycan be obtained, 
should also be ascended by patroles, precaution 
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being used to see every thing, if possible, with. 
out being seen. 

!. patrole 2. It is a rule, therefore, that a patrole never 
ll~vel: como. commits itself in action, if it can be avoided, 
nllts Itself 10 but retires (under cover if possible) as soon as 
u.ctlOli. (he requisite information is obtained. 
The rules htid 3. The rules laid di)wn for the conduct of an 
CO\':ll for ad- advanced guard, in approaching places capable 
vanc~d I of concealing a!l enemy, apply with t>qual force, 
guarus app y II 1 I 
cqualy to althougll upon a ~ma el" sca e, to a patro e.-:-
patrole8. The house, or object to be searched sbould, III 

the first place, Le turned by one or two files on 
.either side, and beyond the certain mnge of 
musketry; and this movement of itself will, in 
most ca"ses, induce the enemy to leave it; 
whereas, if the approach were made in front, 
it could only be at the certain ri:sk of losing 
men without an object. When the flanking files 
have passed the house, so as to command 1 he 
rear, a file of the patrole advances to examine 
i:, another file remaining behind will wateh its 
Illotions, and be ready to give aSi;istance, sup
ported by the reserve if required. As soon as 
the file in advance is satisfied that there is no 
enemy in the place, one of the men will make 
a signal by bolding up his firelock above his 
head, in a horizontal position, and the rear file 
will join and mrwe forward as before; the 
flanking files falling back at the same time to 
their former places. 

To aEcend a 6. On coming to a hill the same caution will 
hill. be observed. 'fhe patrole haltin.g at the bottom 

will detach a file or two, in both directions round 
the base, before anyone is permitted to ascend .. 
A file is then sent to the top with instructions 
not to show itself upon the summit, but to make 
its observations from behind the brow, creep
ing 00, or lying down, acco .... ding to circum
stances and the nature of the ground. If no 
enemy is in sight, a signal as above directed 
will be made. 
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Rear Guard. 
General intone 1. A rear guard is an aDvanced ernard reo 
lion of rear d·t th . I'" f 

d verse : I covers e retreatmg co lllnn rom 
guar s. d ) I· h any fiU uen assau t 10 t e rear, and it prevents 

the enemy from stealing round, alJd gaining on 
the flanks at" the main body. The prevention 
of straggling is also an important part of the 
duties of a rear guard. 

J?egree ofre.· 2. The object being that of securing the reo 
sls~ance re- treat from interruption or annoyance resistance 
~U1red from a ·11 '. . rear guard. WI generally cease when that end IS gamed; 

but when the pursuit is close and vigorous, every 
he.lge.row, copse, or defile becomes a pO<4t, 
which a rear guard must defend with obstil1ucy 
to tbe last. 

Piquets, and their Sentries. 
Necessary 1. An officer ordered upon piquet must take 
~recautlOns a close and carefill survey of the country he 
for an officer . h· i' I " h ordered upon passps over, 1U n: urc lll~ ,fom l1e camp or t e 
piquet. cantonment to hIS post, 10 order that he may 

defend it properly if attacked and driven back. 
The strongest points, in his line of retreat, 
ought to be selected, and note~l down if ne. 
cessary; and the officer's mind should be 
previously made up, as fiu as possible, upon 
the best mode of disputing the ground he must 
retire over. 

How posted. 2. The officer intrusted with the posting of 
a piquet must select its situation near the prine 
cipal road to be guarded, and behind, if prac
ticable, all cross roads leadiog into it. and take 
ing especial care to leave no road unguarded 
on its flanks, by which it might be surprised 
in its rear. The piquet should as much as 
possible, be concealed from observation and 
where the ground naturally affords neither 
coyer nor protection, the defect must be reme. 
died by artifi.c~al means, and the employment 
of such materials aSlllay be proc11l'uble on the 
:spot. 
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3. As soon as the piquet arrives on the ground 
it is to oceupy, sentries will be tbrown out ill 
elevated situations upon its flanks and front, 
fi)r immediate security, and the officer com. 
manding, having reconlwitred the neighbourhood 
of his post, with a strong paI1'ole, in person, will 
proceed to form a chain, covering his frollt and 
fianks, and communicating with the piquets on 
his right and left. 

Lines flf Sen. 4. In selecting the line for the chain of 
tries. sentries, care must be taken not to extend it 

too mi.1ch,-to post the men inlhe most adviln. 
tageous situations for obserring the l'oads and 
country in front, and to keep them as much 
concealed from the view of tbe enemy as the 
nature of their duty will admit. It is very 
desirable that every elevn.ted spot, which over. 
looks the communications in the rear, should 
be taken within the chain of sentries; but if 
tbis ~u.;)not be effected without extending tbe 
sentries too much, a party must be sent to oc· 
cupy the height during the day, and care must 
be taken to support and ensure the retreat of 
tbis party if attacked. Sentries must be so 
placed, moreover, as to secure one another 
from being Cllt off, and at such distances as to 
prevent any enemy from passing unperceived 
between them during the night. Sentries never 
should be posted near any copse or cover frem 
which a sudden rush might be made upon them; 
but all '\'{Oods, ravines, &c. in the neighbour. 
hood of the post, must be watched, and occa. 
siona!!y visited by patro\es, to prevent the ene· 
my from assembling, unobserved, a body of 
troops in the vicinity. No sentry should be 
placed at such a distance from the piquet, that 
the report of his musket may {lot be distinctly 
heard from it; and he should always have the 
sentry on his right and left in view, as well as 
the intermediate ground between them, to pre. 
vent the enemy from passing through the chain 
unnoticed. 
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5. In order to guard against surprise of 
e~ery k~nd, t,he sentries of an advanced picluet 
will be Invanably posted double, and at nio-ht 
or. in thick or foggy weather, one of them~\'ili 
be always walking to the right, till he ap. 
proaches the adjoining file. while the other is 
looking vigilantly out to his front. In this 
mode they alternately relieve each other.
During the day an Qfficer, or non.commissioned 
officer, should always be kept on tbe look.out, 
in the best situation for commanding a view of 
the,country occupied by the enemy. 

Advanced .pi. 6. All advanced piquets must have three 
quets re~Ulre reliefs. 
three rehefs. 7 WI h' '1' b d ' When any • ~en any t mg partlcu ar IS 0 serve III 
thing particu. front durmg the day, such as any change III the 
~ar ~s observed enemy's sentries or piquets, the disappearance 
l~, tro~t, or of any sentry of our own, any unusual bustle or 
firlJlg IS heard, 'f r 'r ,. acceSSlOll 0 torce 10 lront, troops In mollon, or 

the appearance of a cloud of dust indicating 
that troops are on the march, or when firing is 
heard by any sentry, one of the sentries will 
instantly run in, ano report to the officer what 
he has noticed, taking care to mention the 
circumstance at allY post he may bappen to 
pass ou his way. 

When piquets 8. When piquets are attacked, the same rule 
are attaclte,d, will be observed as in all oLher skirmishing, 

and the detached oificers' parties will not rUll 

in on the main body, but support the skirmish. 
ers; and when compelled to retire, they wiU, 
if possible, retreat on the flank of the main 
body, and thereby afford mutual support to each 
other. When a sentry is satisfied that the 
·enemy is moving on to the attack, he should not 
hesitate to fire at once, although the enemy may 
be far beyond the runge of his musket. 

When posted 9. If a piquet should be posted in a village, 
in a village. the main body must be placed so as to be be. 

hind the junction of all the roads that lead 
to the enemy's position, the entrances' from 
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which must be blocked up, or dug across, 
with the exceplinllof a small retiring path for 
tbe sentries placed in observation ill front • 
. Small parties will be placed behi;;d each 
barricade for its defence. 

-lf irst duty of 10. Tbe first care of all officer ought to be 
an ,,:7!r;u Ol~ the strer:gthenillg of his post, by CODi:i~ructtng 
lli'lue.. ubbatis, breast. works, &c. j and pH.l'tlcularly 

where the defence of 11 bridge or ford is in. 
trusted to him he ought, never to omit to 
throw up -OiJmctiJing of the kind to protect his 
r:'):,:l. alit! impede the advance of the enemy. 
An ollir.er ought Ilut, however, without permis. 
SI011. to biock up a main road with other mate. 
rials than such as are easily removed. 

A piquet mus~ 1]. A piquet ought not to shut itself .up 
not 6hut ltech in a bouse, or an inclosure, with the intentIOn 
~:) Without Of- of defendinO' itself to the last extremity, unless 
uer~. ." d I' partIcularly ordered to a so, or t UtI cIrcum. 

stUlh.:es may render it necessary at the mo· 
ment, for the preservation of the party, in the 
expectation of support. 

(1nuer "hat 12. A piquet may with safety dfilfend its 
Clrcums~an_ front as long as its flanks are not attacked, 
ces 11 pll[llet I, h 
should retire uut as soon as t e enemy attempts to SUI' • 
. , round the post, the piquet must begin to retire. 
~lgn"ls by day. 13. Signals may be established by sentries 

during the day ;-for instance--one man 
holding up his cap on the mlizzle of his fire. 
lock signifies that the enemy's plltrole is ad. 
vancing j and hoth men holding up their cap~ 
in the same manner, signifies that the enemy is 
advancing in force. .-

Flags oftruce. 14. 0<1 the approach of a flag of truce, one 
sentry will advance and halt it at such distance 
as will prevent any of the party who compose it 
from 0verlooking the piquet posts. The other 
sentry will acquaint the officer commanding the. 
piquet of the circumstance, who will,accordin~f 
to his instructions,eithel' detain the" iiag of truce 
at the outpost, until he has reported to the 
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field officer of the day, or he /will forward the 
party blind.folded to the camp, under an escort. 
If the flag of truce,is merely the bearer of a 
Jetter or parcel, the piquet officer must receive 
it, and instantly forward it to head.quarters,
Aner having given a receipt, the flag of truce 
will be required forthwith to depart, and none 
of the piquet must be suffered to hold any 
conversation with this party. 

Night Dutie!. 15. At night the situations of the sentries 
ought to he changed, and drawn back from 
elevated situations, so as to have the highest 
ground before them; as an object is more 
easily discerned at night from a low situation, 
than when looking from a hill. Night sentries 
will patrole alternately to the front (as well as 
to the flanks) to a distance of twenty or thirty 
yards, lying down also with the ear to the 
ground for the purpose oflistening. The tread 
of men or horses on the march, the noise of 
artillery in motion, the neighing of horses, &c. 
are heard at a great distance in the stillness of 
the night; and not unfrequently the knowledge 
of nn intended attack at day.light may be 
gained in this way. 

'frccaution to 16. To prevent sentries from looking in a 
b? use,d for wrong direction during the night, two forked 
lluectl,ng the sticks ,,.ill be placed in the ground, and a hori. 
sentry B I 'k b I 'd h ' attentioli to zonta stlC e al across t em, so as to pomt 
the proper out by looking along it, the situation of the 
quarter. enemy's posts. This precaution is also par. 

ticularly useful to the sentries of reserve and 
inlying piquets, directing their attention to the 
proper quarter. 

17. The sentries ought to be relieved every 
hour during the night. 

!jIhe Munter. 18. When a sentry is posted, the countersign 
sign only only is given him; and no person under the 
g\ve~ to the rank of a nnn.commissioned officer is usually 
.entnes. ' I h· h intrusted with the patro e, w Ie selTcs as a 

test for passing armed bodies inside the lilll,}. 
1 
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Challenging 19. The moment a sentry sees or hears any 
of a double person, he calls out" Halt,"-" Who com~s 

'I sentry. ' there 1" and at the same time brings his fire. 
lock to the charge, fronting the party j his 
comrade instantly retires a few paces be. 
hind him, uncovering to the right, cocks his 
piece, and also comes to the charge. This 
will ensure support to the sentry in advance, 
and prevent both men from being committed 
at the same time, as well as the piquet from 
being surprised. If the answer is not satis. 
factory, the leading sentry instantly fires aDd 
retires behind his comrade. 

20. If more than one individual approach 
the post, the sentry will, on all occasions, 
command them to halt, and ODe man only to 
advance. If there is the slightest hesitation, 
or more than one attempt to move, the sentry 
wiB instantly fire. 

D_ners. 21. Sentries must be very distrustful of 
people who answer the challenge by saying 
" Deserters j" they must be immediately or· ' 
dered to lay down their arms in the rear, and 
not suffered to approach the sentry, until a 
party arrives from the support to receive them, 
and then singly. If the suspected person hesi. 
tate, the sentry will instantly fire. 

22. When a piquet is permitted to have a 
fire, it should always be as much as possible 
concealed from observation; and the alarm 
pest of the piquet, in the event of an attack at 
night, should invariably be fixed at a short 
distance in the rear of the fire, so as to pr~. 
vent the piquet from being seen, when drawn 
up, and compelling the enemy to expose them-

. selves while passing the fire in coming on. 
Advftllccd pl. 23. Piquets will get under arms in the mom. 
quedts to be ing an hour before day.light; and if every thing 
un er arms . . fi . 
an hour be. appears qUlet m ront, the officer W111, as soon 

J fore day.light as he can discern objects distinctly, proceed to 
occupy the same posts that he held the day 
before j but he must previously send forward 
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patroles to feel his way, and should anyehancre 
be remarked in the enemy's posts or positio~, 
he will report it immediately to the officer of 
the day. 

Wh~n advanc. 24. A~ attacks are most commonly made 
e~ Pl~~ts about day.break, a desirable accession of force 
;el~:ved.6 will be always Gbtained by relieving the piquets 

at that hour. 
Arriv~l of the 25. When the new piquet has arrived, the 

rehef. officer com.manding it will accompany the 
officer of the old piquet along the chain of 
poets, and this officer will point out the situa. 
tion and strength of all the enemy's posts, and 
afford every other information to the relieving 
officer, in his power. 

Duty of the 26. When the sentries are relieved, and the 
OffiC6.f oftha weather is sufficiently clear to ascertain that 
old ulquet. h . . d·· f I h ffi • t era IS no III lcatIOn 0 an aUac., teo cer 

who has been relieved will forward a written 
report to the field officer of the day, fall back 
upon the reserve piquet, and march to camp in 
the same order as when he advanced; but if 
the advanced piquets should be attacked before 
he arrives in camp, he will consider it his duty to 
face instantly about, and march to their support. 

PatroIliDg. 27. One of the most necessary and effectual 
methods of preventing surprise, and of gaining 
information, remains to be noticed, viz. pafrol. 
ling, without which, however active and alert 
the sentries,the service of the outpost never can 
be properly flilfilled. The mode of conducting 
these patroles, their strength, and the distance 
to which they may be sent, are all necessarily 
dependant on the ever varying local circum. 
stances in which piquets may be placed; but it 
mny be laid down",as a good general rule, that, 
when near the enemy, a patrole should be sent 
out Ollcebetween every relief during the night. 

Vigilance, si. 28. Vigilance, silence, and ci"reumspection, 
\~nce, and must be strictly enjoined upon all patroles ; no 

tC~.fCU~S~~c. noise must on any account be made, and when 
lon, lD.dS. 

l2 
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ponsab~e in any thing is to be communicated, it should be 
patrollmg. done in a whisper. 

It is not pretended to lay down exact rules for conducting 
patroles in every case that may occur on service. but one 
or two of the most usual modes of carrying on this import. 
ant duty may be briefly adverted to. 
Patrolling in 29. The patrole, on leaving the piquet, should, 

l~ront °rfthe when practicable, communicate in the first in. 
me 0 sen. . h I h . ht ( tries. stance Wlt t 1e next post upon t e rig or 

left,) aud patrole cautiously along the whole 
fron~ of the line 0f sentries, just near enough 
to see them, and communicating with the next 
post upon the left (or right) return again to the 

~
i uet by the rear of the chain. The sentries 
ust not be thrown off their guard by the fre 

uent appearance of these patroles, but be 
taught to expect an enemy in all who may ap. 
proach them; some preconcerted signal, or 
interchange of countersign in a low tone, 
should be used, and which should be changed 
at every relief. Should the patrole, in return. 
ing along the rear of the sentries, fall in with 
the enemy, who must in this case have passed 
through the chain, a continued fire should be 
kept up to alarm the piquet and prevent surprise. 

When the ~O. Patroles must also be sent along the roads 
enemy's posts in the direction of the enemy's posts, to such 
are dlstant. d' b d d· d" Th - lstance as may e eeme expe lent. ese 

patroles must be preceded by feelers, quick in. 
telligent men selected for that duty, whom no 
sound will escape, and whose experienced ears 
will detect the approach of danger long before 
it reaches them. A patrole must above all 
things avoid unnecessary firing, or, in other 
words, false alarms: on hearing the approach 
offootsteps the feelers should instantly fall back 
to the patrole: and flhould the sounds indicate 
the advance of a larger body than a· patrole, 
Olle or two men should be sent back with all 
haste to inform the officer of the piquet, who 
will make immediate preparations for defenee. 
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The .Ilatrole retires steadily and unobserved, if 

possible, upon the piquet; but if perceived and 

overtal~en by the enemy, an incessant fire must 

be maintained, in order to apprise the camp 

~hat the enemy is coming on in force; although 

It may safely be inferred, that if the piquets 

know their duty, and are judiciously drawn up 

for the defence of the roads, it will be extremely 

difficult for an enemy, however strong, having 
failed in his planfor taking the advanced post~ 
by surprise, to make head, under all the disad

vantages of a night attack, when resolutely 

opposed by men who know the ground. and 

Whose plans have been previoutlly concerted 

for disputing those points in their line of re

treat, where the disparity of numeers must, in 

the dark, be in a great measure neutralized. 

31; III falling in with an enemy's patrole i.n 
advance of the chain of sentries, it will always 

be most prudent to retire at once withom ex. 

changing shots, which could only tend to harass 

and dis~urb the troops. 
A strong pa.. 32. A strong patrole wiil always be sent 

trole to ~e some distance on, towards the eI)emy's posts, 

~:~:r~ut Just just before day -light, and ~his patrole, above 

day.light. all others, must proceed With redoubled cau-

tion. for fear of falling in with the enemy's 

colums, waiting for day.light to attack. 
33. In the e:vent of an attack, the;commander 

of a piquet mus~ ever bear in mind, that the 

great object of his eff?rts is t? g~in sufficient 

time to enable the main body m Ius rear to get 

under arms and prepare for action. The points 

he is to dispute in fulling back having been 

previously selected, few cases can occur in 
which it will be impossible to attain that end, 

without endangering the safety of his piquet j 

but even in an extreme case, he must remem· 

ber that ii is his duty to sacrifice himself, 

rather than be driven in upon the main body~ 

before it has had time to form. 

END OF PART IV. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mode to be observed in dismissing a OomJ4ny off 
Parade. 

Recover Arms. Bring the firelock to the recover, by throw. 
ing it briskly out of the left hand, ~if with 
shouldered arms,) the guard to the front, the 
cock resting against the left breast; the left 
hand seizes the firelock above the lock, and the 
right hand grasps the small of t[1e butt. 

Ease Springs. At this word the firelock is kept steady at the 
recover, the p\ln thrown open with the thumb, 
of the right hand, and the cock let easy down 
with the fore-finger and thumb of the same hand. 

Right Face. In the manner prescribed by Regulation. 
Lodge Arms. At this word, the whole drop their firelocks, 

smartly to the port, the front rank springs off to 
the left, the rear rank to the right, break off, 
and quit the parade without noise. 

N. B.-In turning in a Guard or Piquet, the same mode 
is ta be I!Ibserved with the e:vception of easing Springs. 

Manner of Inspecting a Oompany on Parade. 
Attention. As per Regulation. 
Fix Bayonets. As directed in page 22. 
Shoulder Arms. A I d d' d Rear Rank take S a rea y lrecte . 
Open Order March,As already directed. 

Open Pa.ns. 1st. Bring the right hand a~ross the body, 
place the fore-finger bn the face of the pan. 
o 2nd. Force the pan open with the fore-finger, 
turning the back of the hand against the barrel. 

3d. Quit the right hand. 
Slope Arms. As directed in page 26. 

The Inspection of arms is now to take place. 
Carry Anns. As directed in page 27. 

Shut Pans. 1s t. Bring the right hand across the bodYi-'" 
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place the fore. finger on the back of the pan
cover, elbow close to the body. 

2d. Force the pan down. 
3d. Quit the hand. 

Order Arms. As already directed. 
Examine Arms. At the word "Examine," slip the thumb in 

rear of the barrel; at the word " Arms," face 
to the right, bringing the butt between toe feet, 
sling towards the body,holding the firelock with 
the left hand at the full extent of the arm; draw 
the ramrod, let it down the barrel, and quit the 
right hand; When the officer comes within a 
pace, draw the ramrod and place it on the upper 
brass, nine inches to the front, fore.finger one 
inch in rear of the brass, elbow sq\lare, and arm 
above the ramrod. 

Return Ram. Return the ramrods, shifting the firelock on 
rods. the right side. 
An inspectian of the appointments, clothing, &c., is now 

to be made .. 
Unfix Bayonets. As directed in page 27. 
Rear Rank take 

Close Order. As before directed. 
March. 

Stand at Ease. As before directed; 

Posting of Sentinels. 
The instructor will now post his recruits as sentinels, 

giving each of them some particular orders to attend to, 
and instruct them, while on their post, not to allow those 
orders to be infringed ;-that they are not ta quit their 
arms, or walk more than ten yards on each side of their 
post ;-that they are never to converse, Joiter, or lounge 
UpOll their post, 110r remain in their sentry.boxes in good, 
)Jor even in moderate weather, but are to move about briskly 
in a soldier.like manner ;...£;.that on the appearance of an 

. officer, they are to stand firm on any part of their walk 
paying the compliment due, until the officer has passed 
taking care to front the point specially recommended to 
their 9bservance i-that to all field officers and to officers 

..(){ a superior rank, they must present their arms j to all 
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other officers, they are to carry arms. That all guards and 
sentinels must pay the same compliments to officers of the 
royal navy and marines as are directed to be paid to the 
officers oftne army, according to their relative ranks. That 
although guards do not turn out after sunset to pay compli. 
ments, yet sentinels, whenever officers approach their posts, 
must pay them a proper attention, by standing steady witl~ 
carried arms, facing to their proper front, nor must this be 
discontinued until the evening is so far advanced, that they 
begin challenging and demanding the couFltersign. 

Whan sentinels are directed to challenge, the recl'uit must 
be instructed to do it in a clear, sharp tone, pronouncing 
his words as distinctly as possible. On anyone approaching 
his post, he must chaIlenge them by the words" Who comes 
there," and at the same moment port Arms; but if posted 
where a sud,den rush might be made upon him, he will at 
once corne to the charge,-if the person approaching gives 
a satisfactory reply, the sentinel will direct him to pass ;
after the cha:Ilenge, "Who comes there," should the reply 
be " Rounds," he must inRtantly demand" What Rounds?" 
if answered "Grand Rounds," and he is posted at the 
guard house, he must turn out the guard, by calling out 
., Guard turn out," remaining steady on his post till the 
officer has received them, and they have passed. 

If he is posted elsewhere than at the guard house, after 
the reply of" Grand Rounds," he must say, Stand, Grand 
Rounds, advance one and give the countersign," immediately 
coming to the "port," in which position he will receive the 
countersign, after which he must desire them to pass, by 
saying, "Pass Grand Rounds, all's well," shouldering his 
a:ms at the same time, and presenting as the rounds pass 
blm. 

Visiting rounds are received in the same manner by 
sentinels. 

When double sentries are posted, the front one, on ehal. 
len~ing, will come t~ the charge, and the rear OtIe to the 
port. 

The duties (If sentinels on outpQsts before an enemy, 
beyond that of vigilance on their posts, and a strict attention 
to th~ orQers that are given them, can only be learned hy 
practice j--th{)y never pay any compliments. 
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COMPLIjiENTS. 

TO BE 

Paid by Non.commissioned Officers and Soldiers to Officers 

of the Royal Navy, Al'my, and Marines. 

IT is considered essential, that, in the case of the non. 
commissioned officer and soldier, as in the case of the offi. 
eel', there should be one uniform mode of saluting a su'perior. 

The recruit should accordingly, when at his ordinary 
drills,be taught to salute his superior in a soldiel'like manner. 

The following instructiaos are to be inculcated under this 
head. 

When approaching to speak to an officer, they shonld be 
taught to raise the arm to its full extent, at right angles 
with the body, and when horizontal (the fingers and thume. 
being kept together), to bring the hand to the peak of the 
cap, keeping the elbow square, the fore.finger amI thumb 
feeling the edge of the peak. 

When passing an officer they bring the hand in like 
manner to the peak of the cap, commencing when about 
foal' paces from him, turning the head and looking the offi. 
eel' in the face, and retaining the hand at the peak until he 
has passed him two paces, when the arm will be brought 
gradually to the side. 

The ~alute is to be given with the opposite hand to th~ 
sid~ on which the officeI' may be ; consequently it will be 
necessary to practice the salute wi;h the left hand as well 
as the right. 
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TO FIRE A FEU DE JOIE. 

THE line drawn up at open order (double distance),with 
shouldered arms, and bayonets fixed. 

With Bla.nk ~ 
Ga.rtridge, In quick time, as per Regulation. 
'Prime and Load. 

Ready. As per regulation. 
Present. Elevated in the air. 

The right.hand man of the front rank com. 
mences the fire, which will run down the 
front and up the rear, as quick as possible. 
When the right.hand man of the rear rank 
has fired, the whole will glance their eyes 
to the right. to bring the firelock to the 
priming position, and when loaded they 
will remain steady, wating for the word. 

Roady Present. As before directed. 
The same to be repeated a third time. 
After the third fire, the whole will 

glance their eyes to the right, to bring 
the firel~cks to the position of prime (,md 
load, and half cock together. 

Shoulder Arms. 1 
Shut Pans. 
Present Arms. } As per RegulatioDs. 
Shoulder Arms. I 
Order Arms. ) ... 

Three cheefs. 

---
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DIRECTIONS 

FOR 

FUNERAL PARTIES. 

, THE party appointed for the escort, according to the 
rank of [he deceased, ~s to be drawn up two deep, with 
open ranks and unfixed bayonets, facing the house, or 
marquee, where the corpse is lodged; and when it is 
brought out, the officer commanding will give the follow
ing words of command: 

PRESENT ARMS. 
REVERSE ARMS. 

EXPLANATION FOR REVERSING ARMS. 

The right hand strikes the bntt of the firelock, which' 
is turned upwards; the guard turned towards the 
body j the firelock is then placed under the left arm, 
seizing the cock and hammer with the left fore.finger~ 
and thumb. The right hand is thrown behind the 
body and grasps the firelock j the right heel at the 
same time is bnlUght to its original position. 

'lhe officers' sVj'ords are reversed under the right 
arm: the point ofthe sword downwards, grasping the 
hilt with the right hand. 

The serjeants' Casils are reversed alBa under the left 
arm. 

REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE ORDER. 

The party will then wheel forwards or back. 
wards by divisions, or sub-divisions, as circum
stances may require, and will stand a column, 
the left in front until the procession is ready, 
when the ranlts w~ll be opened by word of 
command. 
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MARCI-I. 
The party moves off in slow time, foJlowed 

by the music, with drums muffied, p!aymg the 
Dead March. 

THE CORPSE. 
PALL.BEARERS OF EQ,VAL RANK WITH THE 

DECEASED. 

CHIEF 1I1OURNERS. 

OFFICERS 'rwo AND TWO, 

According to rank, the juniors next to the 
body of the deceased. 

When the first division of the funeral party 
arrives near the burial ground, the word of 
command, "Halt," is given, aHd the officer 
commanding will order the ranks of the divi. 
sions to wheel to the right and left, having 
been previously told off for that purpose, and 
facing inwards, forming a lane for the corpse 
to pass through. 

REST UPON YOUR ARMS REVERSED. 
EXPLANATION. 

The firelock is quitted by the right hand and brought 
to a perpendicular position; the muzzle placed upon 
the toes of the left foot. The right and left hands open 
are placed upon the butt.end of the firelock. 

The soldier's head leaning on the back of the left 
hand so as to lopk towards the corpse. 

The corpse, &c., having passed through 
the lane the word "Attention" is given, on 
which the soldiers raise their heads. 

REVERSE ARMS. 
The ranks are then wheeled up, and at 

"Open order" move in ordinary time, and 
form in line iIi the same order, near to and 
facing the Grave. 

The command will then be given, 
REST UPON YOUR ARMS REVERSED. 

After the performance of the Funeral Ser .. 
'v~ce, the following words of command are 
gIven: 
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ATTENTION; 
PRESENT ARMS; 

by seizing the firelock with the left hand at 
the swell, the right hand shifted, and both hold. 
ing the firelock in the position of presented 
arms. 

SHOULDER ARMS. 
PRIME AND LOAD WITH BLANK 

CARTRIDGE. 
FIRE THREE VOLLIES IN THE AIR. 

ORDER ARMS. 
FIX BA YONE'rS. 

SHOULDER ARMS. 
REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE ORDER. 

Wheel backwards by divisions on the left, , 
and march to camp or barracks, the !'ight in 
front, quick time. 

In marching back, the music are not to play, 
or the drums to beat, until the party is entirely 
clear of the burying-ground . 

. N. ·B. In the funerals of General Officers, tlte arrange. 
ment of the prescribed number of pieces of cannon, and of 
the different trliJops, must be made under the superintendence 
of the General. Officer commanding the whole, and must 
necessarily depend on local circumstances. 
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FIRING. 

WHEN the recruit has attained a perfe~t knowledge of 
the Platoon Exercise he is to be carefully habituated in 
TAKI~G AIM: to this great object too much care and atten. 
tion cannot be devoted; it is the means by which the soldier 
is tauITht to fire with precision, or, in other words to kill his 
enem;; and it cannot be too strongly inculcated, that every 
man, who has no defect in his eyes, may be made a good 
shot at a fixed object. The fire lock is placed in the sol. 
dier's hands for the destruction of his enemy; his own 
safety depends on his efficient use of it, and no degree of 
perfection he may have attained in the other parts of his drill 
can, upon service, remedy any want of proficiency in this: 
indeed all his other instruction in marching and manreuving 
with perfect steadiness and precision, can do no more than 
place him in the best possible situation for using his weapons 
with effect. The true principles upon which correct shooting 
may be taught are extremely simple: they are to be found 
in the natural connection that exists between the hand a.nd 
the eye: the eye is the guide and regulator of every action 
of the hand which can only act the part of a subordinate 
agent; and constant practice must therefore be employed 
to perfect the connection and enable them so to act together 
that the hand will readily raise the firelock in a line with 
any object that the eye is fixed upon. In training the 
recruit to the use of his mm,ket, the following instructions, 
are to be carefully attended to. ' 

Aiming at an Objact. 

The recruit is next practised in aiming at an object. He 
is to be taught to fix his eye steadfastly on the bull's eye, or 
any other object, and. with the left. eye shut to raise his fire. 
loc~{ ~r~dually and ho.rizontally from the priming position, 
until It IS accurately alIgned. As often as a squad of recruits 
assembles, this practice will be rigidly persevered i~ for a: 
least a qua~te~ of ll;D hour previous to being dismissed; aD(' 
the. men wIll III thiS way be as well instructed in levellinf 
as if they were actually practising with bail cartridge i and. 
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in~tead of only tak.ing aim fifty or sixty times a year (when 
finng ball) they wIll go through the very same motions, 
and with equal advantage a thousand times a day. 

The Traversing Rest. 
A traversing rest will be found most useful in teaching 

the recruit individually the principles of taking aim, and it 
will also enable the instructor to ascertain at once whether 
the recruit has any defect in his eye.sight. The rest is a 
scooped piece of wood placed on a stand, which receives the 
firelock, and is made to elevate, depress, or traverse at will : 
several small bull's eyes being painted on the barracks, or 
wall, the recruit at 100 yards is ordered to aim at one of 
them. Having done so he leaves the firelock on the stand 
and removes himself, in order that the instructor may take 
his place and look along the sight, to point out, and correct, 
if necessary, any error. The recruit thus taught to level 
&ccurately, the stand is set aside, and is on no account to be 
afterwards used as a rest from taking aim from. 

Fixing Flints. 
The recruits must be individually taught the true prin. 

ciples which direct the fixing the flint. In fixing flints, no 
uniform mode should be attempted j the flat side must be 
placed either upwards or downwards, according to the size 
and shape ef ~he flint, and also according to the propnrtion 
which the cock bears in height to the hammer, which varies 
in different muskets j this is ascertained by letting the cock 
gently down, and observing where the flint strikes the ham. 
mer, which ought to he at the distance of about Ol'le.third 
from the top of the hammer:-most diligent observation ought 
at the same time to be maGe whether every part of the edge 
of the flint comes in contact with the hammer, so as to strike 
out the fire from the whole surface. A flint will often appear 
.to the eyes to be carefully and skilfully fixed, and to stand 
firm and square, yet on trial being made as above directed, 
it will prove to have been very ill fixed, inasmuch as the sur· 
face of the hammer in some muskets, does not stand square, 
but stands a little aslant to the cock. Each particular flint, 
therefore, requires its own particular mode of being fixed,so 
as to accommdate itself to the particular proportions and 
conformations of each particular lock. In whateverposition . 
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the flint should be, it must be screwed in firmly,'" and the 
cock should be let dlJwn, in order to observe whether the 
flint passes clear of the barrel. . 

Whenever a piece has been fired, the first opportumty 
should be embrace~ of examining whether the flint remains 
good, and fixed as it ought to be, arid no t.ime sh?uld be lost 
in correcting whatever may be found amISS, whICh may ~e 
done without the recruit falling out of the ranks, by his 
facing to the right if he belongs to the front rank, an~ to 
the left if belonging to the rear rank, .at the same time, 
seizing the stock at the small with the right hand, and l~t
ting it fall into the hollow' of the ieft arm, the left. hand Will 

then hold the firelock at the lock, and at the same time 
assist the right in any alteration which lTlay be reqUIsite 
with the flint. In this position, the recruits lTlay also be 
practised in taking off and putting on their locks. 

Burning Priming. 
The recruit having acquired the habit of readily aligning 

his firelock with any ohject selected by the eye, he wilt 
next be taught lo burn priming without winking, or in the 
slightest degree altering the composure of his countenance. 
The instructor will give the commClnd slowly, "READY," 

"PRESENT," and when the 'recruit has covered his object, 
he will pllll the trigger by the steady pressure of the finger 
and without the smallest jerk, continuing to cover the object 
after snapping with the cheek down on the butt, until the 
word "LOAD" is given. The sltghtest motion of the arm 
or wrist in pulling the trigger must be carefully avoided, 
as it would, in firing, completely change the direction of 
the ball, and the more accurate the aim, the smaller would, 
in consequence, be the chance of hitting the object aimed at. 
The instructor must watch the recruit minutely in this 
pra.ctice, which must be continued until the eye is perfectly 
mdlfi"erent to the flash caused by the ignition of the powder. 

Blank Ca1,tddge. 
The recruit in loading is to be instructed to shake the 

pOWd~l· well out of th: cartridge, and to ram the paper as 
waddmg home. The Instructor will fire each recruit singly 

.. Two pieces of very soft Jead, which will embrace the flint are 
recommended to ensurll this. ' 
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'by word of command, minutely observing that he fires with 
perfect composure of countenance and,steadiness of body, 
wrist,and eye; the cheek is not to be removed from the 
butt, or the least motion to be permitted until the word 
" LOAD" is given. ~Vhen several recruits are steady in 
their firing singly, they will be placed first in single rank, 
that every man may be observed, aod two or three meu 
fire together by word of command, each man bringil!g up 
his firelock slowly at the word "PRESENT," and when he 
has covered his object, pulling his trigger, without reference 
to the man upon his right or left: afterwards a couple of 
files will fire two deep, occasionally changing ranks; then 
the files will be increased by degrees until the platoon fireg 
together. 

The rear· rank men m1lst be most particularly attended 
to, to observe that they lock well up and take a steady and 
deliberate aim at some object in the front. The centre 
part of a man at 150 yards, is perhaps the best general 
rule to lay down for aim. Riflemen and Light Infantry 
firing at long distances, will, of course, receive particular 
instructions, regulated by the different description of sights 
in use. The practice with blank cartridge must be con
tinued until the recruit becomes perfectly firm and motion
less at the explosion and recoil, without which it would be 
a mere waste- of ammunition to commence firing with ball. 

Ball Firing. 
Firing at a target being one of the most essential parts 

of infantry inctruction, it is important that all ranks shall 
be perfectly acquainted with the the@ry. 

The ball cartridge is scrupulously reserved for the pur. 
pose of proving the recruit's progress or proficiency in 
shooting; with this view three or four ball cartridges are 
given to him, and he is placed before the target, which in 
the first instance should be round and eight feet in diameter, 
at the distance of thirty yards or even nearer, so that it 
will be almost impossible for him to miss it. This method 
is intended to produce confidence in the young soldier, and 
to shew him that his firelock will carry true if accurately 
aligned: should the recruit prove by his practice that he 
has not acquired the habit of taking aim correctly, he must 
on no account be permitted to go on with the useless ex. 

J 



130 FIRING. 

penditure o~ ammuniti~n? but be sent ba~k to aiming drill, 
and be contlllued practlsmg to level until he ha!'! got .over 
the deficiency; his whole attention should be exclusIvely 
directed to this obJect; and he will soon find it to be for 
his own interest and advantage to become an expert marks. 
man, for no soldier should ever be considered as dismissed 
from drill, or fit to take his place in the rallks, until he 
has shown himself to be a good shot. 

Should the recruit, however, prove that he understands 
the princil)les of taking aim, the range will be increased 
by degrees to fifty, eighty, one hundred yards at the same 
target; and when the recruits can individually shoot well 
at these distances, the instructor will fire them by files, 
increasing the distance from fifty yards upwards, changing 
ranks occasionally, then by sections, and lastly by platoons. 

The recruit will now practice at a target six feet by two 
as the last of his drill. This target will be divided by' 
black lines into there compartmellts, upper, centre, and lower 
divisions, (the centre division having a bull's.eye of eight 
inches diameter in its centre, surrounded at two inches dis. 
tance by a circle of an inch broad,) and be placcd at a 
range of eighty yards, which distance will be increased, as 
improvement takes pJace, to one hundred, one hundred and 
fifty, and two hundred yanls; the instructor taking care to 
point out the necessity of the gradual elevation of the mus. 
ket, as the distance beyond its point.blank range isincl'eased. 

In the beginning of the practice the recruit is to be made' 
to fire two or three times running, due care being taken to 
correct the faults which mav have heen remarked in the 
position of the body, or in th~t of tbe musket. 

'fhe rank and file of each company to be divided into 
three classes: the first dass will cOlnprehend the best 
marksmen; the second class the Iwxt best j and the third 
aU the rest. 

No man to be returned as sufIiciently instrncted, until he 
shall have been admitted into the first class. 

The above division of the target is necessary, in order 
to correct any soldier's general line of fire, hy referring to 
former. practice reports where his shots have been inserted; 
as for mstance, "always fire low," &c. 'l'he reports must 
be correctly copied into a book kept by each company for 
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the purpose, and signed by the officer who superintended 
he practice, according to the following form :_ 

Report of the Target Practice oj Captain -'s Com. 
pany on the ._- day 0/---. 

Di,tancl' OistallcclDblallCP I 
150 ycls 
........................ 

Hits. Hils, Hits. 
1st. clas< 2tl class I~,l class. ., 

,." 
REMARK8. 

No Rank and Names. ~.~ .. ~. ;I'~C ~ .. ~ .. ~. ~ ~ ~ 
, t~~&=I~~~~SEc 

f:=-O.:l.,!Eo;=..wc ":100 , .,' ... , ... , ., ......... , ':". :-'. :-. ::'f" ':'. 7. ~. ~. ~. :-. ~ ................. . 
1 Corp. James Day •• 1 •• 2 '" .1

1

" .. .... ~ 2 5 5 ~1;\~~,UKr:J D!; 
l200 yards. 

1 Do. John Boyle ..... '. ,. .. ~ • ? 5 Outer Circle, 

1 ~riv.RCarter ...... " .... :: .. I.: 1 .... 1 4 5 

0' 
2 Do. John Cole ...... ,.. •. .. 1 1,;2 

: __ 1 ___________ /1 I 

Total ......... 1~2 132 I .... 1111020 

(Signed) J. D.--, Captain, 
N. B. This Form will enable any Commanding f!fficer 

to judge of the proficiency of his Companies, and any 
General of his Battalions, by Comparisons with others. 

It is most important that soldiers should be accllstom~d 
to judge of distances correctly j that they should know how 
far their firelocl{s will carry point blank, and also the exact 
degree of elevation that is required in order to hit objects 
at different di~tances beyond that point. blank range. They 
should therefore, be traine~ to a knowledge of distances on 
every ldnd of ground, and,be at all times prepared to answer 
correctly the following simple questions :-

1. What is the point.blank range of your firelock or rifle? 
2. Does it carry to the right or left 1 
~. How many yards distant are you from such an object 1 
4: What is the requisite degree of clevation in order to 

~nllble you to hit the body of a man at 120, 1M, 200, &c. 
)'Iudd 1 
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THE MANUAL EXERCISE. 
Of carrying THE rifle is to be carried in the right hand" 
the Rifle. at arm's length, as in advanced arms, the cock 

resting upon the little fiilger, the thumb upou: 
the guard, and fore.finger under it, the upper; 
part of the barrel close ill the hollow of the 
shoulder, and the butt pressing upon the thigh. 

Present Arms. 1st. The rifle is to be raised about two inches, 
Three motions by the right hand, and brought forward a little 

from the shoulder, at the same time the left 
hand is brought briskly across the body, and 
seizes the rifle with a full grasp, even with the 
shoulder. 

2nd. The right hand brings the rifle even 
with the face, and opposite the left eye, grasps 
the small of the stock,' turning the lock out· 
wards; the left hand seizes it by the stock, so 
that the little finger touches the h~mmer.spring, 
on a level with the chin, the left elbow close 
to the butt. ' 

31'd. The rifle is brought in a straight line 
to the present, the cock turn~d inwards, and 
even with the bottom of the waistcoat, the right 
foot at the sartle instant is drawn back, so that 
the hollow of it may touch the left heel, the 
right hand holding the small of the stock. be. 
tween the fore.finger and thumb, the knuckles 
upwards, the three other fingers shut in the 
hand. 

2.1 
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, Shoul~er 1st. The ,rifle is hrought quickly across the 
Arms. rwo b d ( tl "I t 'd h 'I h d ' , M t ' 0 Y 0 1e Ilg 1 Sl e, t e I'Ig 1t an shppmg o IODS. d ' h .. . 

roun Il).tO t e orIgll1al position, when should. 

Order Arms. 
Three Mo •. 
tions. 

ered, the left quits its hold, and seizes the rifle 
again !3martly, even with the right shoulder, at 

,the same time the right foot is brought up in 
a line with the left. 

2nd. The left hand quits the rifle, and is 
brought as quickly as possible to the position 
of attention. 

1st. At the word "Arms" the left hand seizes 
the rifle even with the right shoulder; the rifle, 
as in the first motion of the present, is raised 
about two inches. 

2nd. The right hand quits its hold. grasps the 
rifle r01.jnd the muzzle, and brings it gently to 
the grou.nd, even with the toe of the right foot, 
the wrist pressing against the side, ' and elbow 
as close as possible. 

3rd. The left hand is brought as before on 
the left thigh. 

Shoulder Arms. At the word "Arms," the rifle is thrown 
, at once into the right shoulder by a jerk of 

the right hand; the left catches it till the right 
seizes the rifle in the proper place, and is then 
'instantly brought to its original position on the 

, left thigh; but this must be done with the 
quickness of one motion. 

In the performance ,of this, as indeed of 
every other motion, the greatest care is to be 
taken to prevent the rifle falling to the ground, 
as it is an arm easily damaged. 

Support Arms The rifle is brought across the body with 
the guard upwards, by bending the right arm j 
the left hand isil'aid acr@ss the right. 

Carry Arms 'rhe rifle is brought smartly on. the right 
side, and the left hand on the left thigh. 

Trail Arms. The left hand seizes the rifle at the second 
pipe, the right close over the sight, and trails 
it on the right side at arm's length, the left 
falls back on the Jeft thigh. 
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Shoulder Arms The rifle is brought to the shoulder, as from 
the order •• 

From the Order to Trail Arms. 

Tra.il Arms. The right hand seizes the rifle as low as 
possible, without constraint, then raises and 
catches it just above the sight. 

From tlte Trail to Order Arms. 

Order Arms. The rifle slides gently through the right 
hand to the ground; when even with the right 
toe, the right hand again grasps the muzzle. 

Fix Bayonets. The rifle is thrown six inches to the front, 
the bayonet brought back.handed from the 
scabbard, locked by the thumb and fore.finger 
of the left hand, and the rifle brought ba~k 
quickly to its place. 

Shoulder Arms. As before. 
Charge Bayo. The rifle is brought smartly into the hollow 

nets. of the right hip, the left han(l firmly grasped 
One Motion. round the barrel with the thumb in the rear of 

the sight, the right hand clear of the guard, 
and grasping the small of the butt, the right 
toe to the right, and the left toe to the front: 
the rear rank to remain at the shoulder. 

Shoulder Arms 1st. The rifle is thrown smartly into the 
Two Mot~ons. shoulder and steadied as before by the left hand. 

2nd. Quit the left hand. 
Order Arms. As before. 
Unfix Bayonets. The rifle is brought briskly between the 
One Motion. knees, the lock in and gnard out; the bayonet 

unlocked by the thumb and fore.finger of the 
left hand, and knocked off by the right, at 
which time it is returned to the scabbard, di
rected by the thumb of the left hand on the 
top of the scabbard, when the ritle and left 
hand are brought to their proper position. 

Stand at Ease. The muzzle i!'l brought to the front at the" 
extent of the right arm, the elbow resting on 
the hip, the hollow of the right foot brought ill 
rear of the left heel, and the left knee bent. 
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'Prepare to 
Load. 

To 

One. 

'l'wo. ' 

Three. 

Four. 

PLATOON EXERCISE. 

1st. Is the same as the first motion in the 
present arms. 
. 2nd. T?e soI?ier halffac~s to the right, and 
In the motion bnngs down the rifle to a hori. 
zontal positipn, just ahove the right hip; the 
left hand supports it at the swell of the stock, 
the elbow resting against the side, the right 
thumb against the hammer, the knuckles up. 
wards, and elbow pressing against the butt, 
the lock inclining a little to the body, to pre. 
vent the powder from falling out; The officer 
now warni the men, in going through the load. 
ing motions. 

Wait for the JV01'ds of Oommand. 

At the word, 
The pan is pushed open by the right thumb, 

the right hand then seizes the cartridge with 
th e three first fingers. 

The cartridge is brovght to the mouth, and 
placed between tho two til'st right double teeth, 
the end twisted off and brought close to the ran. 

'The priming is slwken illto the pan; in do
ing which, to see that the powder is properly 
lodged, the head mnst be uf'nt: the pan is shut 
by the third and little finger, the right hand 
then slides behind the cock, and holds the small 
part of the stock between the third and little 
finger; and ball of the hand. 

The soldier half faces to the lefi: the rifle is 
brought to the ground,.with the barrel outwards, 
by sliding it with c.are through the left hand, 
which then seizotit near the muzzle, the thumb 
stretched along the stoek; the butt is placed 
between the heels, the barrel between the 
knees, which must be bent for that purpose: 
the cartridrre is put into the barrel, and the 
raml'od sei~ed with the fore-finger and thumh 
of the right hand. 
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Rod. The ramrod is drawn quite eut by the right 
band, the left quits the rifle, and grasps the 
ramrod the breadth of a hand from the bottom, 
which is sUlik one inch Into the barrel. 

Home. The cartridge will b,eforced down with both 
hands giving two distinct strokes with the rod 
to ensure its being SQ; the left then seizes the 
rifle about six inches from the muzzle, the 
soldier stands upright again, draws out the 
ramrod with the right haml, and puts the end 
into the pipe. 

Return. The l'llmrod will be returned by the right 
hand, which then seizes the-rifle below the left. 

Shoulder. The right band brings the rifle to the right 
shoulder, turning the guard outwards; the left 
seizes it above the hammer.spring till the right 
has its proper hold round the small of the stock, 
when the left is drawn quickly to the left thigh. 

Ma.ke Rea.dy. Bring the rifle with on~ brisk motion in the 
same position as at the word "Prime and 
Load," placing the thumb of the right hand on 
the cock: cock the rifle, then grasp the small 
of the butt, and place the fore-finger on the 
swivel nail, three fingers grasping the guard, 
right foot drawn back. 

Present. Raise the rifle to the present with the fore-
finger within the guard ready to fire; in this 
too much pains cannot be taken to prevent the 
recruit from raising his rifle with a jerk, it 
must be sufficiently raised so high that he may 
lay the right cheek on the butt, without too 
much stooping the head; particular care must 
be taken that the recruit in this position shuts 
the left eye in taking aim, the use of the sights 
being previously explained, and takes his 
object. . 

No word of command given to' fire. 
FINIS. 
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