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No. I. 

COPY of a Note from Mr. Canning to 
Mr. Monroe; dated Foreign Office, July 

25 th , IS07· 

MR. CANNING prefents his Compliments to 

Mr. Monroe, and, with Sentiments of the 
deepen Regret, has the Honour to inform him, that 

Il\telligence has jufl: been received of a TranfaCtion 

'\\ hich has taken place off the Ctlafl: of America, be· 
tween a Ship of War of His lVbjeHy's and a Frigate 
belonging to the United States; the Refult of which 
has been the Lor, of lome Lives on board the Arne­
l;can Frigate. The P.lrticulars of this TranfaCtion, 
and the Grounds of the lufl:ification of the Britilh 
Officer, and of the Admiral under whore Orders he 
aCted, Mr. Canning is not at pre/ent enabled to 
communicate tr. Mr. Monroe. If Mr. Monroe 
:1hould have recei\'eJ ;my Accounts of it, Mr. Can· 
ning trufts that he will :o~'c no Time in communi. 
catin~ them to l\1r. C~nning. But whatever the 
feal Merits and Charatter of this 1'1 anfaction m:ly 

turn 
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tum out to be, Mr. Canning could not forbear ex­
prtlIing, without Delay, to Mr. Monroe, the fine ere 
Concern and Sorrow which he feels at its unfortu­
nate Refult; and afTuring him, both from himfelf, 
and in Behalf of His 1\ 12.jtfl:y"s Government, that if 
the Britifh Offictr fhould prove to have been eul~ 
pable, the moft prompt and eff'eCl:ual Reparation 
!hall be afforded to the Government of the United 
States. 

-------------- .,----_ .. 

NO.2. 

COpy of a Notc from Mr. Monroe to 
Mr. Secretary Canning; dated Portland 
Pbce, July 27th, I ~07' 

}\viR. MONROE prcfents his Compliments to 
Mr. Canning, and is much obliged to him 

for the Information communicated in his Note of 
Saturday. Mr. Monroe has heard with extreme 
Regret, the account it contains of a Rencounter be-. 
tween a Britifh Ship of War and an American Fri­
gate off the Coaft of the United· States. He has no. 
Knowledge of the SubjeC1: except \Vha~ i\Ir. Can­
ning's Note has furnifhcd, but will not fail to com­
municate the earlielt Intelli,~ence which he mav re­
ceive of an Event fa deeply to be lamented .. fvir. 
Monroe derives, in the mean TimC', much Satisfac­
tion from the friendly AiJ"urallcc of Mr. Cannin" 

, D" 

1 that 
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that this unfortunate Occurrence \\'as not autho. 
rized by His lVIajd1:y's Governm.:nt, and that fuit­
able Reparation will be made for the Injury, if on 
Enquiry the Britifh Officer fllall be found the Ag­
grelfor. 

Sir, 

NO·3· 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Monroe to 
Mr. 3ecretary Canning; dated Portland 
Place, July 29th, 1307. 

ALTHOUGH I have no Infl:ruB:ion from my 
4 Government on the SubjeCt, it is my Duty to 
requelt the Attention of His Britannic Majefl:y's Go­
vernment to a late AggrdIion on the Sovereignty of 
the United States, of a very extraordinary Nature. 
The Circumfl:ances of the 'fran faCtion are too dif­
tina! y marked to lea\'e any Doubt of the Extent of 
the Outrage, or of the Reparation which it obvi. 
oufly claims. By r\ccounts which a~'e entitled to 
full Confidence, it appears, that on the ;J 3 d of] une 
lafl:, Hi" Majefl:y's Ship the Leopard attacked an 
American Frigate off the Coafl of the Unitt'J States, 
with a View to aifert and enforce the unfuunded and 
mofl: unjufl:i!!able Pretenfion to fearch for Dderters, 
and after having killed and wounded a Number of 
h.;'r Men, entered on board, and carried away 
forcibly f~\'eral of the Crew. The Conducl: of the 
Britil11 Offi"l'l", which, in irfdf, fon:ls an 1\.:1 (,f 

complete 
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complete Hofiility, is rendered more reprehenfible 
from the Confideration that jufi before this Aggref­
fion he held a Station within the Jurifdit1ion of the 
United States, in the 'Vaters of the Chefapeake, 
where, while he enjoyed the Rights of Hofpitality, he 
projected this Attack againfl the Ship of a Neutral 
Power, whofe Commander, relying on the good 
Faith of His Majefly's Government, and the friendly 
Relations fubfifiing between Great Britain and the 
United States, could not have fufpecled the Delign. 
I might fiate other Examples of great Ind ignity and 
Outrage, many of which are of recent Date, to 
which the United States have been expofed, off their 
eoafi, and even within feveral of their Harbours, 
from the Britifh Squadron; but ir is improper to 
mingle them with the prefent more ferious Caufe of 
Complaint. I have called your Attention to this 
SubjeCt, in full Confidence that His Majefly's Go.­
vernment will fee in the ACt complained of, a fla, 
grantAbufe of itsownAuthoriry, and that it will not 
hefitate to enable me to communicate to my Go­
vernment, without Delay, a frank Difavowal of the 
Principle on which it w~s made, and its Affurance 
that the Officer who is refponfible:for it, fhall fuffer 
the Punifhment which fo unexamplcdan Aggreffion 
on the Sovereignty of a NeutraL Nation iuflly de-
lerves. -

I have the Honour to be, 
with great Confideration, S,c. 

(Signed) James NIC!~,.u. 
The Right Hon. George Callni:~g, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 
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No,4· 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Canning to 
Mr. Monroe, Auguft 2d, 18°7. 

I HA VE the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your official Note of the 29th Ult. which I 

have loft no Time in laying before the King. 

As the Statement of the TranfaCtion to which 
this Note refers is not brought forward, either by 
the Authority of the Government of the United 
States, or with any precife Knowledge of the FaCl:s 
on which it is founded, it might have been fufficient 
for me to exprefs to you His Majefty's Readinefs to 
take the '\Thole of the Circumftances of the Cafe, 
when fully difcl0fed, into His Confideration, and 
to make Reparation for any alleged Injury to the 
Sovereignty of the United States, whenever it 
fhould be clearly fhewn that fuch Injury has been 
actually fuftained, and that fuch Reparation is 
really due. 

Of the Exifience of fuch a Difpofition on the 
Part of the Britilh Government, you, Sir, cannot be 
ignorant: I have already affured yau of it, though 
in an unofficial Form, by the Letter which I ad. 
dreffed to you on the firIl: Receipt of the Intelli. 

.B 3 gence 
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gence of this unfortunate Tranfacrion; and I may 
perhaps be permitted to exprefs my Surprife, after 
fuch an Affurance, at the Tone of that R6prefenta­
tion which I have juft had the Honour to receive 

from you. 

But the earneft Defire of His Majefl:y to evince 
in the mofl: fatisfacrory Manner the Principles of 
Juflice and Moderation by which He is uniformly 
aCtuated, has not permitted Him to hefitate in cum­
manding me to affure you, that His Majefl:y neither 
does, nor has at any Time maintained the Pretenfion 
of a Right, to fearch Ships of War in the national 
Service of any State for Deft:rtus. If, therefore, 
the Statement in your Note fhould prove to be 
correcr, and to contain all the Circumfl:ances of the 
Cafe, upon which Complaint is intended to be made, 
and if it fhall appear that the ACt of His Majefl:y's 
Officers refl:ed on no other Grounds than [he fimple 
and unqualified Affertion of the Preten:J.on above 
referred to, His Majefiy has no Difficulty in dif­
avowing that ACt, and will have no Difficulty in 
manifeHing His Difplea[ure at the ConduCt of His 
Officers. 

With refpecr to the other Caufes of Complaint 
(whatever they may be) which are hinted at in your 
Note, I perfeaIy agree with you in the Sentiments 
which you exprefs, as to the Propriety of not in­
volving them in a Qucftion which is of itfdf of 

fuilicient 
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fufficient Importance to claim a feparate and mon: 
ferious Confideration. 

I have only to lament that the fame Sentiment did 
not induce you to abfl:ain from alluding to thefe 
Subjects, on an Occafion which you were yourfe1f 
of Opinion was not favourable for purfuing the Dif­
cufIion of them, 

I am, &c. 
George Canning. 

No. 5. 

COpy of a Note from Mr. Monroe to 
Mr. Canning, dated Portland Place, 
Augufl: 6th, I S07. 

:;\IR. Monroe prefents his Compliments to Mr. 
1 Canning, and has the Honour to acknQw. 
ledge the Receipt of his Note of the 2d Infl:ant, in 
reply to that of Mr. Monroe of the 29th Ult. 
Mr. Monroe has the Honour to inform Mr. Can· 
ning that he has already tranfmitted to his Govern· 
ment a Copy of Mr. Canning's NOie. 

Mr. Monroe requefl:s Mr. Canning to accept the 
Afrurances of his high Confideration. 

B4 
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No.6. 

COpy of a Letter from Mr.Canning to 
:Mr. Monroe, dated Foreign OfficeJ Au­
gufl: 8th, 1807. 

Mr. Monroe, Sir, 
HAVING received from His Majefl:y's Minifl:er 

in America an unofficial printtd Paper, pur­
porting to be a Cupy of a hoclamation of the Prefi­
dent of the Un;ted States, I have to rtquefl: that 
you \,.ill be pleafcd to acquaint me, whether you 
have recei\'cd any Communication from )our Go­
vernment v.hich enables Y0tl to pronounce if fuch 
Paper cc aUfhentic. ;n the Event of )our being 
empowered t" alll.,it it Authenticity, I have farther 
to req\'eft of you, that yeu will inform me, whether 
you nre alfo authOlized [0 announce it to be the 
Intention of the Government of the United States 
to carry into Erfea the Meafures fiated in the Pro­
clamation of the Prefident, without requiring, or 
waiting for any Explanation on the Part of the 
BritHh Government, wilh refpeCt to the late unfor­
tunate TranfaCtion, upon which the Ddermination 
~o rcfort to thefe Meafures is profeffed to be founded. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) George Canning. 

P. S. I have the Honour to indofe an Americ~n 
Newfpaper, contalUlUg a Copy of the Paper in 
Quefl:ion. . 



Sir, 
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NO·7· 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Monroe to 
Mr. Secretary Canning, dated Portland 
Place, Auguil: 9th, 1807. 

I HAVE the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your Note of Yell:erday, and fhould not hefi. 

tatc to communicate the Information which you 
have ddired, if I pofTefTed it; but as I have not 
bead from my Government on the Subject of the 
unfortunate Occurrence alluded to, it is not in my 
Power to Il:ate to you any Thing on the Part of my 
Government refpecting it. I have no Doubt that 
I fhall De inll:ruaed in a very few Days to make a 
Communication to His Majefiy's Government on 
that highly interefiing Event, in which I fhall be 
enabled to furnifh a full and jull: View of all the 
Circumfl:ances attc:nJing it. As foon as I receive 
~nfiruaions 1 {hall hdllen to apprife you of it. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) James Monroe. 

The Right ~ 'on. George Canning, 
&-:. &c.&c. 
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No.8. 

COpy of a Note from Mr. Monroe to Mr. 
Secretary Canning; dated Portland Place, 
September 1ft, 1807. 

MR. Monroe prefents his Compliments to Mr. 
Canning, and has the Honour to inform him 

that he has jufi receIved Infhucbons from his Go­
vernment relative to the late Attack on the United 
States Frigate Chefapeake, by His Majefiy's Ship 
Leopard, off the Coafi of the United States. 

Mr. Monroe requefts that Mr. Canning would 
have the Goodnefs to give him an early Interview on 
that SubjeCt. 

Mr. Monroe requefts Mr. Canning to accept the 
AfTurance of his high Confideration. 

Sir, 

No. 9. 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Monroe to 
Mr. Canning; dated Portland Place, 
September 7th, 1807, 

BY the Order of my Government, it is my Duty 
to requefl: your Attention to the Aggreffion 

lately committed on the Peace and Sovereignty of 

the 
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the United States, by His Britannic Majefl:y's Ship 

of \Var Leopard, in an Attack on an American Fri· 

gatc-, the ChelJ!-lcake, all' the CarL's of Virgillia. 
'fhe Object of this Commu!lication is to obtain of 
His l\Iajdty'" G, J\'l"i1l1leilt a fuitable Reparation for 
that Outrage, and fllch an Arr~lllgement of the great 
Interdl \1 hich is cOllneded with it, as will place 

the future Rdations of the two Powers on a fa lid 
Foundation of Peace and FriendOlip. 

In brill;.;ing this Subject Jgain to the Vicw of His 
l'.bjdty'~ GC1vcn:iIlc:llt, it is l'Illlt\'l'tLry to dwell on 
CiICUEI1~~.I1CLS which are already fa well knuwn to 

)uu. .0; the Documents which 1 h~l\e the Hunour 

to lranfmi[ yuu, it i, {hewIl, that while! !-.e OutrJge 

IV:)S Un?f. '\'okl'J 2.nd unexpected on one ~:,je, there 

\'.i:; n;tl!::1~ tu extenuate it all the other. Tile 
l>J:1l;11a:~Jcr (,~ I-lis ~\,iajeny'~ ;)(lllJ.dr'~'ln on the 
C,.~I~ uf tilt: CLice:d St.t:lS <IP!'i.,H:' to lL:n:' a':,'lcd on 
a i'rc:lIli1p,i(111 thilt he rdfLikd til': Power to make 
\V .. r. ,,;,J to dtciJt un the Cauft.s of \Var. It will 
h: d:ilicult t· explain the: Con.1uEt of that OBJctr on 
a:ly othCf l'li!ll;l'l~, and equally fa to find an Exam­

pIc of all ,~-:~:-, ;'d1in marked \':i, 11 fuch high Indignity 
<[llJ I[I~u;b:c: tL; a frielldly ~),J'.\c:r. 

The Pretext f,lr Lh!, A"';riciTiOTl could not fail to , ,~ 

h(jc::~tt:n the Sen\' of rpiu~'\ which the Act itfelf was 
fo fignally calcubtC'd t~ excite. My Government 

w.!S ,au~'1t to infer from it, that ther.! was no Limit 
to 
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to a Pretenfion which had already produced fo much 
Mifchief, ami againft which fo many Remon!1.rances 
had been prefentcd in its Application to Merchant­
Veifels. But I find with great Satisfaction, that this 
Pretenfion forms noTopic for Difcuffion between us 
in refpect to Ships of War; and I truft that the ju!l 
and enlightened Policy which produced the Decifion 
in one Infl:ancc, will [urmOUl1t the Obfl:acle which 
has hitherto embarraifed it in the other. 

The national Character of the Men who were 
taken thus violently from on board the Chefapeake, 
makes no Part of the Quefl:ion. It is impoffible 
that it ihould come into View, in efl:imating the In­
jury which the United States have received. The 
Outrage involv~s a great and urlcontefl:ed Principle, 
which ought not in any View to .be aftccted by ap­
pealing to national Senfibilities on either ~ide. I 
have, however, the Honour to tranfmit you Docu­
ments, which will, I prefumc, fatisfy you that they 
were American Citizens. 

With refpeCl: to the Reparation which my Go­
vernment ought to receive for this Outrage, it will 
only be necelTary to appeal to thofe Sentiments 
which Great Britain would be fure to indulge under 
like Circumfl:ances: to that Senfibility to national 
Honour which has diflinguiihed fo many Epochs of 
her Hifl:ory. It will be recolleCted that the Injury, 
which in itfelf was great, was much aggravated by 

the 
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the Circumftances which attended it: that the 
peaceful Rehttions of the United States were vio­
lated, and their unfufpeCting Confidence furprifed_ 
But I forbear to recite Details which it is p3illful to 
contemplate. You will, I am perfuaded, be fatis­
fied, that in every Light in which the SubjeCt can be 
feen, the Honour of my GovernlJ1'.cnt, and of the 
whole Nation, has been greatly outraged by the Ag­
greffion; and thJ.t it b~comes the Honour of His 
Majefty's Government to make a uiltinguilhed Re­
paration for it. 

In prefenting, in this friendly Manner, the impor­
rant SubjeCt to the Confideration of His IVIajefty's 
Government, I am particularly infl:ruCted to requefl: 
its Attention to the great Cau[e to which tIllS and fa, 

many other Injuries of a like Kind, may be traced, 
the ImpreiTment of Men from the Merchant Vefids 
of the United States. In many c,iLnt::d Circum­
{laIJces, the Objections which are applic:lble to 1m­
preiTment from Ships of 'Yar, arc equally applicable 
to thore from ;\ll';',:Lwr \'ctlcis. To t!l~ Indivi­
Juals who fulfer by the PraCticl':, the Injury i, tbe 
fame in either Cafi~. Their Claim on their Goven:­
ment for Protection, is in both Cafes equal: every 
Maxim of public Law and private Right which is 
\'iolated in the one, is equ"lly viobted in the other. 
rbe relation of the Belligerent to the Neutral 

Power, extends to certain Ubje,:':s only, and is de· 
i1ned in each by known L1\\C,~ Beyond that Limit 

{he Rights of the Neutr::tl are here.l, and cannot bl.: 
ci,'~roacht'd 
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encroached on without Violence and Injufl:ice. Is 
there a Que!l:ion of contraband? Is the Yelfel defl:ined 
to a blockaded Purt, in violation of e!l:ablifhed Prin­
ciples, or does !he contain Enemies Property, the 
greatefl: Extent to which the Maritime Law is car­
ried by any Nati,m? In thefe Cafes fhe is conduCted 
to Port fur Tri~J; the Parties ~re heard by an impar­
tial and ;-erponfibll' Tribullal, and are heard again by 
Appeal, if they d,.fire it. An: any of the Palfcngers 
on board the Neutral Verrel in the Naval or l\Iilitary 
Service of the Enemy? 1fLl:=11 are found, they are 
made Prifoners ; but, as Frifoners, they have Rights 
which the oppofite Eelligerent is bound to refpefr. 
This Pradire, however, looks to other ObjeCts than 
are here recited. It involves no Queflion of Belli­
gerent on one Side, and of Neutral on the other. It 
purfues the VeITel of a Friend for an unlawful Pur­
pofe, which it executes in aM;mner equally unlaw­
ful. Every Commercial Velfd of the United States 
that navigates the Ocean, is liable to be invaded by 
it, and not :lll Individual on board any of them is fe­
cure w:lile the PraCtice is maintained. It [ets up 
every Of5cer of His Majefty's Navy as a Judge, 
from whore Decifion there is no Appeal. It makes 
him a Judge, not of Property, which is held more 
facred; nor of the Liberty of his Fellow SubjeCls 
only, howe\"cr great the Trult, and liable to Abuf:- on 
the Main Ocean; but of that of the Citizens of ano­
ther P(J\''t'r, whore Rights as a Nation are trampled 
on by the Dccifion; a Decifion, in rendering- which, 
every Rule of Evidence is violated. as itnutts the Proof 

, ! 

of 
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of Innocence on the accufed, and is further hi~hlr 
objdl.ionable, as there is too much Reafon to believe 
that it has been often guided more by the Fitnds of 
the Party for Service, than any other Circumfbncc. 
Thedifl:reffing Examples of thisSyfl:em of Aggrefiioll, 
as it has affected Individuals, on aScaleof vaftExteEt, 
it is unneceifary to recount here. '1 hey may be 
eafily imagined. V"luminous Documents \\ hich 
prove them are in the Poifeffion of both Govern­
ments. 

It is poffible that this PraCtice may, in certain 
Cafes, and under certain Circumfl:anc<:s, have been 

extended to the Veifels of other Powers; but with 
them there was an infallible Criterion to prevent 
ElTor. It would be eafy to diftinguifh between an 
Englilhman and a Spaniard, an Italian or a Swede; 
and the clear and irrefifl:ible Evidence of his National 

Character, and, perhaps, of his Defert:on, would 
eftablifh the Bri:ifh Claim to the Individual, and 
reconcile the Nation into whofe Service he had 
entered to his Surrender. But the very Circum­
lbnces which would conilitute an infallible Criterion­
in thofe (ares, would be fure to produce endler., 

Error in the other. Who is fo ikilful in Phyfiogno. 
f{lY as to difl:inguifh between an American and 3n 
Englifhman, efpecially amon~ thofe whofe Profeilil)Jl 
and whofe Sea Terms are the fame? It is evident 

that this PraCtice, as applied to a Foreign Nation to 

,my great Extent. ha5 grown out of the American 

lh:yolutioll, and that it is impofIible-fQr t:lC UI:iteJ 
S[:.t:l~ 
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States not to fee in it the Affertion of a Claim which 
is utterly incompatible with thdt great Event. When 
the CharaCter of this Claim, and the pernicious Ten. 
dency of the PraCl:ice, are maturely weighed, it 
muft be caufe ofSurprife, that fome jull: and friendly 
Arrangement has not long finee been adopted to 
prevent the Evils incident to it. 

My Government is aware that Hill Majell:y's Go. 
vernment has alfo an Interell: of Importance to 
attend to in this Concern; and I am inftruCted to 
frate, on its Part, That the bell: Difpofition exifts to 
provide for it. The United States are far from defi. 
ring to profit of a Refource which does not belong 
to them, efpecially to the Prejudice of a friendly 
Power. In fecnring them againll: a PraCtice which 
is found to be fo highly injurious to their deareft 
Rights and moft valuable Interell:s, every fuitable 
Provifion will be made to give equal Security to 
thofe of Great Britain. On this Point I am autho. 
rized to enter into fuch an Engagement, as will, I 
am perfuadcd, be adequate to the ObjeCt. 

This great lnterell: of Imprerfment has been blend. 
ed in all its Relations, as you will'-perceive, by no 
ACt of the United States. Its ConneClion with the 
late difaf1:rous Incident has been produced by an 
extraordinary Act of Violence, of which they were 
the Victims only. That ACt, which exhibits the 
Pretenilon in its wic!efl: Range, has become identi. 

fied 
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tied in the general Prat1:ice in the Feeling~ and Sym­
p::thies of the Nation, and in the Sentiments of the 
Government. I truft, therefore, that His Majefty's 
Government will be c::qually difpofed to take up the 
whole Subjet1: at this Time, and in making the 
R;?l'aration which the particular Injury claims, pro­
yiJt: a Remedy for the whole Evil. My Government 
looks to this complete Adjllflment with Confidence, 
as being indifpenfabl y neceffllry to heal the deep 
\\\'l'l'J. which has been ilitliCted on the National 
HOrlour of the United States, by fo great and unjuf. 
tifiable an Outrage. 

I avail myfelf, with great SatisfaCtion, of the 
Opportunity which thi;; Communication affords, to 
acknovdedge the prompt AiTurance which you gave 
me of the Difpofition of His IVlajefly's Government 
to m~.~~e a fuitable Reparation to the Government 
of the United States, for the Indignity of which, by 
its Oreer, it is now my Duty to complain; and for 
the frank Difavowal of the Pretcnflon on which it 
was founded. I haflened to trlJf)llit Cc'pies of thore 
Documents to my Government, by whom, I trufi:, 
they are by this Time received. 

I have the Honour to b~, &c. 
(Signed) James Monroe. 

Right Honourable George Canning, 
&c. &c. &c. 

c ( l'h 2. ) 



Sir. 

( IS } 

(No.2.) 

The Secretary of the Navy to Commodore 
James Barron. Wafhington, 6th April, 

18°7· 

IT has bee~ repref~nted to me, that "\Vil.liam 
Ware,Damel Martm,John Strachan,John Little, 

and others, Deferters from a Britifll Ship of War at 
Norfolk, have been entered by the Recruiting 
Officer at that Place for our Service. You will be 
pleafed to make full Enquiry relative to thde Men, 
(efpecially, if they are American Citizens) and 
inform me of the Refult. Yau will immediately 
direct the Recruiting Officers in no cafe to enttr 
Deferters from Britifh Ships of War, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Robt. Smith. 

Anfwer of Commodore J. Barron. 

\V1LLIAM Ware, prelfed from on board the Brig 
Neptune, Captain Crafts, by the Britifh Frigate 

Melampus, in the Bay of Bifcay, and has ferved 
15 Months on board the faid Frigate. 

He is a Native American; born at Bruce's Mills 
on Pipe Creek, in the County of Frederick, Mary­

land, 
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land, and ferved his Time at faid Mills. He alfo 
lived at Ellicot's Mills, near Baltimore, and drove 
a Waggon feveral Years between Hagerfton and 

Baltimore. He alfo ferved 18 Months on board 
the U. S. Frigate Chefapeake, under the Command 
of Captain Morris and Captain J. Barron. He is 
an Indian looking Man. 

Daniel Martin was impreffed at the fame Time 
and Place; a Native of Wefiport in Maffachuffets, 
about 30 Miles to the Eafiward of Newport, lthode 
Wand; ferved his Time out of N ew York with 
Captain Marrowby of the Caledonia; refers to Mr. 
Benjamin Davis, MerCHant, and Mr. Benjamin 
Coree of Wefiport. He is a coloured Man. 

John Strachan, born in Queen Ann's County, 
Maryland, between Centreville and Queen's Town; 
failed in the Brigantine Martha Bland, Captain Wy­
vill, from Norfolk to Dublin, and from thence to 
Liverpool. He there left the Brig, and {hipped on 
board an Fnglifh Guineaman; he was impreffed on 
board the Melampus off Cape Finefierre; to better 
his Situation he confented to enter, being deter­
mined to make his Efcape when Opportunity offer­
ed; he ferved on board faid Frigate two Years; re­
fers to Mr. John Price, and --Pratt Efq. on Kent 
Wand, who know his Relations. He is a White 
Man, about 5 Feet 7 Inches high. 

c a. William 
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William 'Vare and 10hn Strach;m have Protec­
tions. Daniel Martin fays that he loft his after 
leaving tIle Frigate. 

10hn Little,. alia£ Francis, and Amhrofe 'Vatts, 
efcaped from the l\1e1ampus at the fame Time; are 
known to the above Perfons to be Americans, but 
have 11. t been entered by my Recruiting Officer. 

'Villi:1m 'Vare, D.miel Martin, and John 
Strachan, fi.ate, that fome Time in February laft 
tl" rc W:l, an f.ntertainment on board the lVlelam­
pus, then lying in Hampton Roads. That while the 
O:kc:r3 wac cnga;',ed, and all the Ship's Boats 
except the Captain's Gig huifi.ed in, they and the 
two other Men mentioned availed themfelves of the 
Opportunity to feize the Gig and row off. That as 
foon as they were got into the Boat, they were 
hailed to know what they were going to do; they 
replied they were going afhore; a bri ;; fire ot Muf. 
quetry il1fl:antly commenced from the Ship, but in 
Defiance of the Dmger, and at the Hazard of their 
Li Yes, they continued to row, and finally efFeCl:ed their 
Efcape to bnd at Sewell's Point. That they 
then carefully hauled the Boat oa the Beach, 
rolled up the Coat, and placed that and the Oars 
in the Boat. &c. 

(Signed) J. Barron. 

Com. 
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Commodore ]. D,rr,lll to the S'cC 1?t;1l'Y of 

the~' ,"", on l;O~l.J the ll. :.:i. l,',i:"':l~e 

ClkL'l',lL ; 

Sir, Ch"f:';lC:11:c B:lY, Tune 2 -d, 18')7. 
VESTER~):\ y ;~t -.j:: ,\. :II. :h,· \Vi J beeline 

f<tV0ul,1~'!C:, and blllWillf. yl1ur ,\nxiely !::dt the 
Ship fhoulJ L;il \\;,h :.111 p')i~i~ i~ l>i'r .lch, we: \\'-,',11-

ed from our :)(;1, ion in Hampton R, lJds anll 1[I,utl 

to S,~.1. In Lynnh~\"':1 B.1Y we p'lil~,1 'j WI) l):';!i1h 
S~::)S of '''ar, one of th:::l the: B i;')II;!, ':,e 
oth(.r tl-je i\L:lampLls, thc:i,' CuJO.Ci:i "yill,~, ;",,1 
thth· ApDt~lrance hi, H,'I;., Sl)!ne Ti,u,: "LeT',I'. rds 
,~'~ obf.::rvc'd O;le of the Two L:ne of Battle: :,,,i,'3 
th.H by <'F Cape I Ie:!"\, t.) gd ,:;!',~r \·.l·i,-;h :ltd 
fl:and to Sea. l\t this Tlil:c' the \\~;l!l~ tCGlInc : );r, 

and it \1.\ not until ne~lr Four in [he 1\I,,,":<),!l 
th:tt the Ship u:d:r \\,,;?:h C~'lle \I·it!j:,! hlil, ( ,':)2 

H.I::·)' then b~J:'in,~ :so \v. Ly "\.\:. (";'fal t Ti.",'e 
Iczgucs, The l~o:rl;!luLj(, ~l,i, 11 \~, h:ch it .'r~i)L'·_lrL~! ;'0 

be her Command.o:r's O:jl~'c fix f..:a~"l:;" ~Il'': U':;­

fapeak.:-He Lli : he would ftncl on b,,;<,l, on \,.:1" h 
I orJered the 6hip to be have t,l fi')!' hi, Co;;\,,~'!i_ 

ence. On the Ani,'d ,)f tile (·"E,:· r he pr..:r.~jLJ 

the indofed Paper (No. I.) from the Captain cf t'le 
Leopard, and a Copy of an Oder fr..-,nl [\ci:l::"( 

B2rkeley, which :l!l,.th,r ()~"I'Il" :\I't:'I\',,;",:; [u,,1: 

back, to which I gave the indo led Allr\\~;·~,J,). c.) 
and was wditin;; fur his Reply. Ab,)U[ Ih,' ii ,;.: 
Iobfelved fome APJlC"ldllC,~ of a hollilc J:\d,.'i', 

c 3 and 
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and faid to Captain Gordon that it was poffible 
they were ferious, and requefl:ed him to have his 
Men fent to their Quarters with as little Noife as 
poffible, not ufing thofe Ceremonies which we 
fuould have done with an avowed Enemy, as I fully 
fuppofed their Arranb"ements were rather Menace 
than any Thing ferious. Captain Gordon immedi­
ately gave the Orders to the Officers_ and Men to 
go to Quarters, and have all Things in Readinefs ; 
but before a Match could be lighted, or the Quar­
ter-bill of any Divifion examined, or the Lumber 
on the Gun.deck, fuch as Sails, Cables, &c. &c. be 
cleared, (he Commander of the Leopard hailed: I 
could not hear what he faid, and was talking to 
him as I fuppofed, when {he commenced a heavy 
fire, which did great Execution. It is dif­
treffing to me to acknowledge that I found from the 
Advantage they had gained over our unprepared 
and unfufpicious State, I was not warranted in a 
longer Oppofition; nor fhould I have expofed this 
Ship and Crew to fo galling a fire, had it not been 
with a Hope of getting the Gun-derk clear fo as to 
have made a more formidable Defence. Confe­
quently our Refifl:ance was but feeble. In abElut 
Tw~nty Minutes after I ordered the Colours to be 
ftruck, and fent l.ieutenant Smith on board the 
Leopard to inform her Commander that I confidered 
the Chefapeake her Prize; to this l\Idfage I receiv­
ed no Anfwer. The Leopard's Boat foon after 
came on board, and the Officer who came in her 
demanded the Mufier-book 1 I replied the Ship and 

Book~ 
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Books were theirs, and if he expeeted to fee the 
Men, he mull: find them. They called on the Pur­
fer, who delivered his Book, when the Men were ex­
amined, and the Three Men demanded at 'Valli­
ington, and one Man more, were taken away. On 
the Departure from the Ship, I wrote the Com­
mander of the Leopard the inclofed, (No.3') to 
which I received the Anfwer (No·4.). On find­
ing that the Men were his only ObjeCt, and that he 
refufed to confider the Ship his Prize, and the Offi­
cers and Crew his Prifoners, I called a Council of 
the Officers, and requefted their Opinion relative to 
the ConduB: it was now our Duty to purfue. The 
Refult was, that the Ship lhould return to Hamp­
ton Roads, and there wait your further Orders. 

Inclofed you have a Lifl: of the unfortunate kil­
led and wounded, as alfo a Statement of the Da­
mage fufl:ained in the Hull, Spars and Rigging of 
the Ship. 

I have fent this Letter to you by Captain Gor­
don, in order that you may have an Opportunity 
of getting fuch further .Information as you may 
willi. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) J. Barron. 

c 4 (No.1.) 
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The Commander of H. B. Majei1:y's Ship 
Leopard to the Captain of the U. S. Ship 
Chefapeake; dated at Sea, June 22d, 
I S07. 

THE Captain of H. B. M:ljefly's Ship Leopard 
h3s the Honour to indore the Captain of 

the U. S .. Ship Chefapeake, an Ord<.:r from 
the Honollr~e Vice Admiral Berkeley, Com­
mander in Chief of His Majefly's Ship, on the 
North American Station, refpeCl:ing fome De­
ferters frq,m the Ships (therein mentioned) under his 
Command, and fuppofed to be now ferving as Part 
of the Crew of the Cheafapeake. 

The Captain of the Leopard will not prefllme to 
fay any Thing in Addition to what the Commander 
in Chief has flated, more than to exprefs a Hope 
that every Circumflance refpeCl:ing them may be 
adjufted in a Manner that the Harn10ny fubfifting 
between the Twa Countries may remain unJif­
turbed. 

No. i. 
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Ccmmodore l:",'c ~~ ','",:1 to the Com­
ll::'.;Lier of l ~i 'i ]" '.~'./l y', Ship Leopard; 
l~c"~_': ~t~ :~_,~ .~~l;:t: .:: J, 1~;07. 

I p"TnTTr ( . "" f l ,,' "', as ... '" ~ c .... :, e The Of '~lo.'.\,' ,', )1 ~ v I ~L· 1, __ ,~ .) ":ol, .... 1.1... __ • .. 

il·..:::rs tbat \\-,_ (e ('ll dt..:' ~'~':Cl L.·.Li_l~j :::t:~4viLe fur t!lis 
Sh:p \'·c!"c r~l't;,-U:'-l:-!~\' i:._~:·!.:, ... > __ .l by my Govern­
nY-i', th:"Jl1gh :n·:, r/Jt to '::'1L~ ~llly Defert.:rs from 
I'. 13. 1'..1 ;j.;:~: '~~ S:1ip3, :-.. ~)r ~o L; .... ,tV of any being 
I._re. I am ~ll~J i;.:h"dc·,! lie,'er to F~ml;t the 
C;-c':; of ,ur ::;~,ip Ul,:.l-:i· 1;'IY C:" :It;J:,nu to be mu[. 
tered by any other tka t!,ccir 0',',:1 Owcer3. It is 
n:': l;if?d:tio'1 tu i)(~;'c]""~ ~Lr.'l:''';f, and I hope 
th;s Anf,;,'er to your D:i; c.tC11 ',I',ll pro\'(; Jat c .. c. 
tory. 

Co,-::' .... 1" c~.,::·c, ;::1"1'='- :0 the Commander 
of I I. l:, .";,ljeav's Ship =.:op:ml; dated at 
Sea, lUll( lcd, 1~'::7' 

I cOX':-;'f)rR the f,::.-::"-L.: c: r :~~ Jee your Prize, 
a;111 an ready to ll~,! \'er L . .1' t·) ,.: 'Y Officer autho­

~ized to rt.'ccillC he'l', rythc Ect!.!;'n of the Boat I 
:!hall expect ycu: Ad·:. 'J. 

LIST 
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LIST of Dead and Wounded on board U. S. 
Frigate Chefapeake, Commodore James 
Barron; 

KILLED. 

John Lawrence, 
James Arnold, 
John Sheckley. 

.llADL Y WOUNDED. 

John Haden, 
Cotton Brown, 
John Parker> 
Geo. Percival, 
Peter Simmons, 
R. IVl'Donald, 
Fra. Courhoven, 
James Eppes. 

(Signed) 

SLIGHTL Y WOUNDED. 

Come Ja' Barron, 
Mid" Ja' Broom, 

Peter Ellifon, 
W. Hendricks, 
Tho. Short, 
W. Moody, 
Dav. Creighton, 
In. Martyr, 
Eman.Fernandes, 
John Wilfon. 

J. G. 't. Hunt, 
Surgeon of the U. S. 
Frigate Chefapeake. 

SURVEY on the Hull of the Chefapeake. 

SIR, 

A G REEABL Y to your Requifition of this 
Date to us direCted, we have taken a firia: 

and careful Survey on the Hull of the U. S. Frigate 
6 Chefapeake, 
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Chefapeake, and find it as follows :-Twenty-two 
round Shot in the Hull, viz. Twcr:.r"-C'll'':: on the 
Starboard, lind One on the L,lrboard Side. 

Given under our Hands on board the late 
U. S. Frigate Chefapeakc, June 23d, 
1807. 

(Signed) Benj. Smith, Ifl:. Lieut. 
Sidnl'J Slilitb, 5th Lieut. 
Sam. Brooke, Mafl:l:r. 

To Captain Charles Gordon. 

SURVEY on the Mafis and Standing Rig­
ging of the Chefapeake. 

SIR, 

AGREEABLY to your Requifition of this Date 
to us directed, we have taken a firic1 and care­

ful Survey of the Mafts and Standing Rigging of the 
late U. S. Che[apeake, and find them in the follow­
ing State: 

The Fore and Main-mafl:s are incapable of b:.:ing 
made fea-worthy; the Mizen-mafi badly wounded, 
but not incapable of being repaired on Shore; Three 
fl:arboard and Two larboard Main-fbrouds, Two 
fiarboard Fore-lhrouds, Two fiarboard Mizen-

lhrouds, 



flw,ud~, :'I1ai'1-tr)C'-mlrl:-!lw Cap-bobfl:ay, anJ (hr­
bO,ld :,l.lin-lift cut awJ.Y; LL\\Jit: th~ l\lludlt:: ',)'<lY­
faii-ilay. 

Given under our Hands on board the 1, te 
U. S. Frj~:1te Chefapeake, Jun~ 23d, 

18°7· 
(Si.;ned) Benj, Smit), I fl: l;eut. 

Si</,/l v SJllltb, Sih L!Lut. 

Sam. '1>fov/.:(', 1\laitl\", 

To Capt;<in Charks Gordon, 

SUR VEY on Sails, fpare Spars, and :::'.-'z,t,; of 
the CherJP<'::~I.~-...e. 

SI'1., 
.A GREEA~~LY to YO\1;- Requifition of t);;s Pate 

A. to us J:rt;d~d, we h,l\'e taken ~. fl, I-::t ",:lJ ("re· 
ful Survey on the S,d::;, [jure "!,,,r', and lk,:rs uf 
the late U. S. frigate Chtfapt::akt::, and fmd them in 
the fullowing State: 

In the Fore-fail 4 Round-that Holes, 12 Grape­
fllOt Holes, and th12 ilarbuard Leech cut away; in 
the Main-fail 3 ROllndthot Holes, full of Grape 
ditto, and the Foot-rope cut away; Main-lop-fail 
1 Round-l1lOt hole; Fore-tap-mail Stay-fail much 
injured by Grape-that; in the fpare Fore-tlJp.maft 
2 Twelve-pound that Roles, which have rendered 
it entirely unfit for Service 1 main Sky-fail· mail cut 

1ll 



in t'W!); the I ft Cutter f1;ghtly injured; the 2d 
Cu"er much ;Hjuru.i by a Shot \\hich went through 
her, cut bOlil of her l\l.lfi:s and Three of her Oars 
in Two. 

Giwn undel' our Hands on board the late 

U. S. Frigate Che[apeake, June 23d, 
IS J7. 

(Signed) Benj. Smith, I ft Lieut. 
SUII,y ::imith, 5th Lieut. 
Sam. Broo!.:e, Mafier. 

To Captain Charles Gordon. 

TRU:': CO!7, taken from the U. S. Frig1te 
ChdJi-'-:Jk,,'s L 'g b"0k. 

Jame~, Barron, Ffq Commander; 
Chz's. Gild lll, Efq. Captain; and 
Samut.! B),juke, Sailillg Malter. 

MONDAY, June 22J, commences with light 
Ercu;'s from the S. and \V. and clear V,'c:,~tht.:r. 

At 7 A. 1\1. hoified out d:c Jolly Boat, and hoifid 
in the 2ll Cutter; run the Jolly 1>:;1" up a·fiem. 
At a quarter pafi Seven, wtighed Anchor, made 
Sail with a pleafant BreEze frGm ~~V. -'. 'lV. and 
flood out for ~; 2. At y, paired Two of H. B. r. Ta­
jd~y'" bhips at Anchor; flowed the larboard An­
ch, ,r, and lec urtd the Ik; ts. At Meridial~, the 
Light-huufe on Cape St. Henry bore S. W. by S. 

People 
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People employed in clearing Ship for Sea. This 
Day ended at Meridian, and contained 17 Hours. 

Tuefday, 23d, commences with light Breezes 
from the S. and W. and clear Weather. A Ship in 
Sight, apparently fl:anding for us. At I P. ;\.:1. the 
Wind h~uled to the N. and E.; in fl:udding Sails" 
and hauled upon a Wind. At Half pall: 3, the Ship 
came up with us; backed the Main-top-fail, and 
{poke her-was boarded by her: She proved to be 
the Britifh Ship Leopard, of 50 Guns. They came 
on board to demand fome Men who had deferted 
from the Britifh N~vy. The Commodore refuiing 
to give them up, the Boat returned. They ranged 
alongfide of us, and ccmmenced a heavy Fire. We 
being unprepared, and the Ship much lumbered, it 
was impollible to clear her for ACtion in proper 
Time, though every pollible Exertion was made. 
Not fufpeCting an Enemy fa near, did not begin to 
clear the Decks until the Enemy had commenced 
Firing. In about Thirty Minutes, after receiving 
much Damage in our Hull, Rigging, and Spars, 
and having Three Men killed; viz. John Arnold, 
Peter Shakele.r, and John Lawrence, and Sixteen 
wounded, viz. Commodore Barron; R. Broom, 
Midfhipman; John Hadden, Cotton Brown, Peter 
ElliffJll,John Parker, GeorgePercival, Peter Somers, 
William Hendricks, Robert M'Donald, Fran~ 
Courhoven, Thomas Short, James Eppes, lolri..· 
Wi~fon, William Warren,. and John Bates i ~. 
havmg One Gun ready, fired~ hauled- lII.~_our 

Colours. 
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Colours. The Leopard ceafed firing, altd fent her 
Boat on board. Muflered the Ship's Company. 
At Sun·fet they left the Ship, taking with them Four 
Men; viz. John Strachan, Daniel Martin, William 
Ware, and John Wilfon. At the fame Time Lieu­
tenant Allen went on board the Leopard, and re­
turned at Eight o'Clock. The Leopard left us, and 
flood. 

We then made Sail, and flood in Shore, having 
3~ Feet Water in our Hold. Crew employed in 
pumping and working Ship in for Hampton Roads; 
got the Anchors clear for coming to. At Six A.M. 
took the Third Reef in the Main-top-fail, and fet 
Top-gallant-fails. Held a Survey on the Mafis and 
Rigging. At Eight A. M. Cape Henry bore S. W. 
difiant Four or Five Miles, employed working the 
Ship in for Hampton Roads. At Half paft Me­
ridian came to with the ftarboard Anchor in Seven 
Fathom Water in Hampton Roads. 

I Benjamin Davi~, of \Vell:port in the County of 
Briftol, and Commonwealth of Malfachufetts, Yeo­
man, being legally qualified to give Evidence, do 
depore and fay, that about Fourteen or Fifteen 
Years ago William Howland, late of faid Weftport, 
Mariner, deceafed, brought to Weftport with him a 
coloured Boy, then abom Six Years of A gc; that the 
Name of the faid Boy was Daniel Martin; tha[ he 
was bound tc the faid William as an Apprentice or 

Servant" under the Authority of the Laws of this 
Com-
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Commonwealth, by the SeleCt Men and Overfecrs 
of the Poor of the Towll of \'1' efl.port, and the In. 
dentures were execLlted at the Il()\;(c of this De­
ponent ; that the [aid Daniel was afterwards. OIl 

his Arrival, at the Age of Fourteen Yea~s, an Ap­
prentice or Servant (If Nancy Howland, ~w idow 
and Relift of faid \\' ill iam How land; and it is 
now about Seven Years finee I have [een the [aid 
Daniel; he was lLell of com:r.on Stature, fin'.ight 
built, and without any FOil;i:1C:ilt 1\larks by which 
to defcribe his Fcr:on. It was al\\':1)5 ll!h~c;n()[\d 

by me that the fJiJ Daniel was from fome Spanifh 
Settlement in America. 

U. States of AmeriCa,} On this J 3th Day of July 
Commonwealth, Bnnul. 

(L.s.) 1307, before me, EIil:-I~:iLt, 
Notary Public, duly ele8:ed and Cj,,:,ji!lnl, and 
dwelling in the To· ... n of New Bedford, pcrfollally 
appeared BeDj.Il11;;l 2'~·:is Efqui:-e, and l11<1de fo­
lemn Oath tJ the Truth of the fllregoing Afficia;it 
by him fuHclibed. In T,_·I~imolly whereof I have 
herc:·.:nto fet ;1'Y I-:~\!;d and Nvlarial Seal, the D;ly 
and Year f.rL ".: i:ccn. 

(~ .. \ 
I Seal. \ 

(Signed) Eli Haflet, 
Not. Pub. 

I, Nar.c1 
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I, Nancy Howland, of New Bedf.rd, in the Coun­
ty of Brifl:ol and Commonwealth or I\'1a!1dchufetts, 
·Widow and ReliD: of VfilIi~ll1l Howland, late of 
Wefiport, in faid County, l\IariEu·, do depofe and 
fay, that in the Month of Au!;ufl:, A. D. 179:2, ac­
cording to the beft of my Recollection, my faid 
Huibaml brnu:ht with him on a Voyage from Buen 
Aira, Daniel M:utin, a coloured Boy, then in the 
Seventh Year of his Age, who was bound to him 
as an ~',.pprentice or S~rvant by his !\lather; that 
after the Death of my faid Huiband, and at the 
Arrival of the [aid Daniel at the Age of Fourteen 
Years, he bound himfelf by a L::.w of this Com­
mun w ~;J til to me, the Deponent, and after living 

with me about One Year, left me, and finee that 
Tim:: I have never fetn or heard from the [aid 
D.miel until the Application to take this Tcfl:i­
mony. At the Time the [aid Daniel left me, he 

was about a common Stature, and I do not now re­
collect any particular Marks by which he could be 
readily defcribed; he was very flraight "t the Time. 
The Indenturc:s by which he was bound, by Aeei­

dellt and Length of Time, are miflaid or loft. 

(Signed) Nancy Howland. 

U. States of America, } On this l';l11 Day of July 
Commonwealth of 

Malfachu[etts, Brillol. 1807, before me Eli I-laiket, 
(L. s.) Notary Public, duly elected 

and qualified, and dwelling in the Town of New 

BedfOl·d, perfonally appean:d Nancy Howland, and 
D mad~ 
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made {olemn Oath to the Truth or the foregoing 
Sr.temc;:nt of Affidavit by her fubfcribed. 

In Tellimony whereof I have hereunto fet my 
Hand. and affixed my Notarial Seal, the Day and 

Year above written. 
(Signed) Eli Haflet, 

Not. Pub. 

Stale of :vrarvland, } William M'Nair, being du1r 
All ,lOy County, &c. [ h h I l' I'll 

I worn on t· e 0 y '.vange 1 S 

of Almighty God, depofeth and faith, it is ~1bout 
Twelve Years ago, when he was employed as an 
Overfeer by Upton Bruce, Son of Normand Bruce, 
who then lived with his Father on the Farm at Pipe 
Creek, of which he then had the Management, 
his Father giving it into his Hands; and that among 
the Lads under his DireCtion was one of a very 
bright Colour, like a very dark \Vhite Man, and 
plainly fhowed the !._ixt .... rc, and as dercending from 
White and Black Parents; that among the Female 
Slaves was one called Phillis, who acknowledged 
this Boy as her Child, and no Doubt could be of 
the Fan, and was fo univerfaJly known by the 
whole Family and Neighbourhood. His Mother 
was a dark Mulatto, and his Father, as was well 
underllood, was Andrew Ware, who I knew well. 
This Boy was as mu-ch a Slave to Mr. Bruce as 

any 
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nny other he had, and no Doubt was fuggefied to 
the contrary that ever I heard; nor was his Ol'igin 
or Birth queflioned. That he is by guef, Five Feet 
Seven Inches high, rather flencler made, his I-lair 
tathe:- curiy, and his Age, to the befl of this Depo. 
nent's Knowlt:dge, is nolV about Thirty Years. That 
he underflood he made fome Agre~ment with his 
Mafler, by which he was fuffered to go at large; 
and the lafl Time this Deponent recolleCts to have 
feen him was driving a Team on the Baltimore 
Road, between Six and Seven Years ago; that he 
then paffed by the Name of Romull15, and this De· 
ponent underfiood he afterwards took to the Sea. 

(Signed) William M'Nair. 

The within fworn to this 17th Day of July 18°7, 
before me one of the Juflices of the Peace for AI. 
legany County aforefaid. 

(Signed) And. Bruce. 

State of Maryland, } I hereby certify that An. 
Ail~gany County, to wit. drew Bruce Efq. before 

whom the.Depofitions hereunto annexed appear to 
have been taken, and who has thereto fubfcribcd 
his Name, was at the Time of taking and fign. 
ing the fame one of the State of Maryland' 
Juflices of the Peace in and for Allegany County 
aforefaid, duly commiffioned and fworn, and to all 
his ACts as fuch, due Faith and Credit is and ought 
to be given, as well in Courts of Juflice as thereout. 

D 2 III 
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In tefiimony whereof I have hereto fubfcribed my 
Name, and affixed the Seal of Allegany County 
Court, this Eighteenth Day of July, in the 
Year of our Lord .Eighteen hundred and feven, and 
Thirty-fecond Year of the Independence of the 
United States of America. . 

(Signed) John Lynn. 
elk. of All. Co. Ct. 

State of Maryland, } Sarah Lewis, bcin~ duly 
AllegallY County, &c. fworn on the Holy Evan~e-
li!1:s of Almighty God, depofeth and faith, that fhe 
lived many Years iR Frederick County. of this 
State; that fhc lived in the Neighbourhood of Nor­
mand Bruct's Family, was well acquainted there, 
and that among his Servants fhc well recollects hav­
ing noticed a very bright Mulatto Child, approach­
ing nearer to \Vhite than any Mulatto fhe t:ver faw. 
That at the Time {he firf!: noticed this Child he was 
about Four or Five Years old; (hat his Birth or 
Origin fhe never heard doubted, his being the Child 
of Phillis, a dark Mulatto Woman Slave to N or­
mand Bruce, who lived on Pipe Creek, by Andrew 
Ware, a White Man. That !he knew the faid 
Child from that Time until he grew up and reached 
near the Age of Twenty; that during that Time he 
remained in the Family of the faid Bruce, as his 
Slave, upon the fame Footing, and treated as his 

other 
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other Slaves; that when he grew up he was not a 
large Man, being fpare, a round or flattilh Face; 
that he muf1: now be about Thirty Years of Age, or 
upwards; that then he palfed and was called by 
the N\lne of Romulus; that his Mother had a 

Daughter by the fame Father, as was acknowledged 
and appeared from her Colour and Refemblance to 
her Brother. He left the Service of his l\Ialler by 
his Permiffion, or fome Agreement I fuppofe, and 
as I underf1:ood afterwards went to Sea. 

her 
Sarah >'1 Ltwis, 

Mark. 

Sworn to this 17th Day of July 1307, before me, 
one of the Jufl:ices of the Peace for Allegany 
County afortfaid. 

(Signed) And. Bruce. 

State of Maryland, } William Brucebeing {worn 
Allegany County, towit. on the Holy Evangelif1:s of 

Almighty God, depofeth and faith, that about the 
Age of Twelve Ye:us he went t-1 Frederick County, 
and lived with his Uncle Normand Bruce, on Pipe 
Creek, for feveral Years, going occafionally to 
School; that among the other Servants he well re· 
members a remarkably bright Mulatto Boy; or he 
might pafs for a very dark [warthy white one. This 
Boy I always und,rf1:ood was the Son of a Slave 

D 3 named 
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named Phillis, by a white Man, called Andrew 
\Vare; I never heard to the contrary, nor can I 
doubt it, the Boy acknowledging this Phillis as his 
Mother, and !he receiving him as her Child; and 
it was fo admitted and ullderftood by the whole Fa­
mily and Neighbourhood. I knew this Boy for 
feveral Years afterwards, and until he grew up. He 
was in Height about Five Feet Five or Six Inches, 
his Hair dark and fomewhat curly, and his Make 
thin; he went by the Name of Romulus; and I 
kRow of no particular Mark to di!linguiih him, 
except a Scar on one of his Thumbs, I tl:d,k occa­
fioned by a Bite in fome Fight he had, .md is now, 
I fuppofe, about Twenty.eight or Thirty Years of 
Age; and further this Deponent faith not. 

(Signec\) W. Bruce, 

Sworn and fubfcribed to this Eighteenth Day of 
July ,807, before 

(Signed) George Riz.er. 

State of Maryland, } I hereby certify that George 
Allegany Co""n", to wit. Rizer Efq. before whom the 

within Depofition appears to have been made, and 
who has fubfcribecl his Name thereto, was at the 
Time of fa doing one of the State of Maryland's Juf­
tices of the Peace in and for Allegany County afore­
[aid, duly commiffioned and [worn; and to all his 

Afis, 
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ACl:s, as {uch, due Faith and Credit is and ought 

to be given, as well in Courts of Juflice as there­
out. 

~~\ ( ~ In tefiimony whereof I have hereto 
\ Stal) fubfcribed my Name, and affixed the 
" Seal of Allegany County Court, this I,th 

Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 1807, and 
Thirty-fecond Year of the Independence of the 

U. S. of America. 
(Signed) John Lynn, 

Clk. All. Co. C. 

State of Maryland, l. Upton Bruce, being duly 
Allegany Cuunty, &c. ~ fworn on the Holy Evangelifls 

of Almighty God, depofeth and faith, that among 

the Servants belonging to his Father (Normand 
Bruce) is a Female Slave named Phillis, a dark Mu­
latto; that at an early Age fhe became the Mother 

of Two Children, as was univerfal!y admitted, by a 
white Man named Andrew Ware. This Faa was 

never qucfiioned, and Ware himfelf, to my Know­
ledge, never denied it. The Children paffed for and 

were admitted to be his, and auumed his Name; 
one was a Boy, and being myrelf viJcr than either 
of them, and brought up as it were in the fame 

Family, nothing like Doubt rells upon my "lind as 
to his Birth and Parentage; I am as well aifured of 
it as I can be of any Fate of the Kind, and no one 

D 4 tboat 
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that I heard ever prcfumed to think otherwife. This 
Boy was raifed upon my Father's Farm, on Pipe 

Creek, at the Mills, in Frederick County, and being 
the Child of a Slave, was reared with the Childcen 

of other Slaves, and flood upon the fame footing, 

'HIs r,lother is flil! living, the it was that nurtun.:d 

him in his Infancy, and fhe he confidered, acknow­

ledged, and treated as his Mother. When I 
engaged in the Management of mv l'::i1:u's Pro. 
per:)" which I did on reaching theY ears of Manhood, 
tlJis Boy was then about Twel\'e or Fl~urteen Y tars 
old, and he remained aLng with the other Sr:rY:lnts 
until about the Age of Twmty; when, in Confider­
ation of his Celour, the Regard I had for bis Father 
(then dead) and t lJ~ Dellre expreD'c.J. by that Fa. 
ther to have thefe ChilGrm liberated, this Boy was 
fuffered to go at IJrge, he promifing to make fome 
Compenfation, which Dever has been delle; :lfter 
leaving me be was \-.uri;.ing about the Country 
fome L:w Years, employed fometimes as a "V· g­
goner, driving a Team to and from Baltimore, until 
at Le:;gth I l-::arnccl he entered on board fome VdrJ, 
and had gone to Sea, and this Life I had rearon to 

b~lievc he perfevered in, uEtil for fome Time pan, 
hearing nothing of him, I fuppofed it probable he 
might be dead. His Appearance may hal-e changed 
fince ! lail knew him; he then had his Growrh in 
Height, and was, as near as I could now gue[s, about 
Five Ftet Six or Seven Inches high, of {lender 
Make, a thin Foot, and he bent or !tood rather back 
lIpon his HaUls; his Face fomewhat round, Nofe 

not 
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not brge, Lips not [hick, and a Chin rather fndl ; 
his Colour was fwarth), or Indian-like, remarb'oly 
bright though for a Mulatto. and woulJ pafs for 
fnmethi'L'; nearer \Vhite; 11:' Hair wa, or a d:.ubfh 
Cede',!!". illclincd tel curL which he !()mctimes kept 
tid, aEu \"ll:(h upon InfptB.ion would {how to be 
different from the ILli:- of a \?hite hbn, aml y,'t 
t:li' n.:r:wn:J fi'om the \\' od of an 1\Cric.I;1. l!e 
went L'y the Na:ne of R,-,ml,;llC~~, 2nd is, l {h:lUIJ 

imagine, now about the Ag:.: of Twc;r::y-e:.;ht or 
'1 hirty. 

( Si:;ned) UptOIl Bruce. 

Sworn to and fllbfcribed hefDre mO', a Jllil:ice of 
the P'_'~lC: f.lf AIll:g:my COU:llY, this 18th of July 
I S07. 

(Signed) 

State of lI~c:-"ll"d, I I beL'1',' ccrtifv that T. 
Allcg::.:y Count):, to \, .. it. f 'l~hi:~l.' ":~'ll bc::f':r:. \VhO"'l} 

& .... 1. ~, ~ .... d 1" ., L 1 

the aforegoin,; Dcpofitioa app'::~1 rs to 11:.lV<.:: b.:Cll 
1::,.1"" and who has l::d'd() fubrcrib~J his l-;'ame, 
\\'~~<; at [he Tilne of r::Lin:; aid i1'2,l:a,; th: iime: One 
of th,~ State of l\Lryla!ld's j,.:';i::, of ,h;; Pe:lce ill 
and fJr :\l1~:_~,.l!1y C,}l!ll'Y aL))'diiJ, du\ c.m;mii'. 
fion.:J :'.i'.,j [wor;l, :l!L: to ail his .'<do, as iU~:l, due 
Faith ,mt! Credic is anu OU[,,:-.t to be S!\'i.:ll, as wdl 
in Courts of JJiticc ~:s t'lClc:,JUl. 

!:1 Tdlimony whereof I have h,,:rcto fubfcribed 
J1W N.lm~, and affixed the Seal of AlIeg:l.l1Y G,ulIty 

, Court, 
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Court, this 18th Day of July in the Year of our 
Lord rQ07, and 3zd Year of the Independence of 
the U. S. of America. 

(Signed) John Lynn, 
Clk. of All. Co. Court. 

Perronally appeared before me, WiIIiam Thorn~ 
ton, ( )ne of the Jufl:iees afligned to keep the Peace 
in <l!.1d for the Di/hid of Columbia, duly appoint­
ed ;md commifIiontd by the Prefident of the United 
,c:Ltc:i, liedor }:m Bullus, Conful of the United 
Statts fn]" the liLnds of Minorea, i\i "jorca, and hica, 
;:GJ Navy .Agcllt to the U. S. Sq\i;,Jron in the l\le­
'itnr<l.llC:,m, \vbo Lcing foJem!'ly 1\\, rn on the Holy 
:E\','n:,~cLfh of l\lmicilll y Cod, doc s depofe and 1,lY. 
that h~ \',a8 on board the U. S. Fr:,~,te Chefapeake, 
on i\':u::l1-.y Jafl:, ilJ:;: 2~i' "'I:\y nf this prefenr MOnlh 
(June), lb':'l lying.to, ~ ilr~:,' Le~gucs dlnant from 
CClpe Hen;'y, or then ah,u~o. T:·at abollt rour 
o'Clock:'1 the r\J'tcr',oOIl ot t1:at Day {he was hailed 
from the Britiih 50' ,,;un Ship. Le0r<,~J the FjJ~­
{h!? of Admiral E"r!>,k,', by Capr<li .. H. Hum. 
phreys, ,\ he> 1j: "i r~ c'.j Cnmn:odore Barron that he 
had a Difp~tch tu .je!;ve,' to [lim from Adm'fal 
Berkeley. Vc:::y [ron after ~, Lit:utenant from the 
Leopard came on h oa:u of tl1e Chefap,~"k:>, <:ml Ge­
livered to Commodore B:lrron <1, Lett.:r f1,',,7'l 

Capl.,!;. Humphrey;, :nciUilP?; a' 0, ,;c;- of Adminl 
Bed;. ',y, 0)11 the Sub

J
,.} of ~ 1lne c: ,;nen fdill to 

have ULe') ,c:! fr~m "n board the lJ,'it;jl, Frigate Me. 
lampus, and to be thw in l:.e Ch~lat~ake. Corn. 

S modore 
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modore'.Barron, in the Prefence and Hearing of this 
Deponent, then flated to the Lieutenant of the Leo­
pard, that a fair and full Inquiry had been made 
into the Cafe of the Seamen whom he demanded, 
and that after a minute Invefligation into all the 
Circumflances, the Britilh Minif1:er, Mr. Erlkine, 
was perfeCtly fatisfied on the SubjeCt, inarmuch as 
they were native American Citizens, impreffed by 
the Officers of the Melampus. Commodore Bar­
ron then pointed to this Deponent, and flated fur­
ther to the Lieutenant of the Leopard, that this 
Deponent was particularly acquainted with all the 
FaCts and Circumfiances relative to the TranfaCtion; 
and that he had received his Information from the 
Honourable Robert Smith, Secretary of the Navy 
of the U. S. This Deponent then informed the 
Britifh Officer, that he was ready to go on board the 
Lt:opard, and to give to Captain Humphreys all the 
Information he poffeffed; but the Lieutenant replied. 
that they did not know Mr. Erlkine in the Bufiners. 
All this Converfation was had, and Explanations 
~;\'en, before a Gun was fired from the Leopard. 

(Signed) Johll Bullus. 

Sworn before me at the City of Wa01ington, in 
the Dil1:riCt of Columbia, this 27th Day of June ill 
the Y <:<11' J S07. 

(Signed) 1I11/iam Thorntoll. 

Perronally C:J.me before me, Vfilliam Thornton, 
.one of the J ufl:ices affigned to ketp thl;! Peace in and 

. for 
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for the Difl:riB: of Columbia, dulyapyointed and 
commiilioned by the Prefident of the United States, 
Charles Gordon, Efq. M:tf1:er Commandant in the 
Navy of the United States, and Captain on board 
of the Frigate Chefapc<,ke, who being duly fworn 
on the Holy Ev:tngelifl:s of Almighty God, does de· 
pofe and fay, that he was on board the United States 
Fri~atc; Chehpeake on Monday laft, the 2zd Day 
of this preftnt Month (June), when the Britifh se­
GUll Ship [,;"cd illlo her Four or Five Broadfides ; 
that after the Chcfapeake fl:ruck her Colours, feveral 
Officers of the Leopard came on board of her; that 
this Deponent ill formed the fenior Britilh Officer, 
that the Seamen he was taking hom theChefapeake 
' .... ere native American Citizens; that one of them 
in particular he knew himfelf to be a Citizen of the 
;:tatc of Maryland, from his OW11 r-ieighbourhood. 
The Briti!h U:!iccr replied, if thev were native Ame­
ricanCitizens, they had received ~he King's Bounty. 

(Signed) Charles Gordon. 

Sworn before me, at the City of \Valhington, in 
the Dif1:riB: of Columbia, this 27th D:1y of June, in 
the Year J807. 

(Signed) TVilliam Tbornton. 
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No. 10. 

NOTE frum l\Ir.l\'Ionrue to Mr.Secretarv 
Canning; dated Portland Place, Septem­
ber 9th, 1807. 

MR. l\lonroe pre[ents his Compliments to Mr. 
Canning, and has the Honour to inform him, 

that he called at his Office Yeflerday for the Purpore 
of making fame Remarks on the SubjeCl: treltcd in 
his Note which was fent to Mr. Canning. Mr. 
Monroe regrets that he had not the Pleafure of [eein~ 
Mr. Canning at that Time, and requefls that he will 
be fa good as to give him an Interview To-morrow, 
at fuch Hour as may be convenient to him. Mr. 
Monroe will be happy to attend Mr. Canning ill the 
Country, fhauld it be more agreeable to Mr. Can­
ning to receive him there. 

No.1 [. 

NOTE from Mr. Secretary Canning to 
Mr. Monroe; dated Wednefday, Sep· 

tember 9th, 1807' 

MR. Canning prefents his Compliments to ~.Tr. 
Ivlonroe, and will be happy to have the HonoUl' 

of feeing him at the Foreign·Office, To-morrow, at 
Twelve o'Clock. 

Mr. Canning has but this Moment rece;vcd Mr. 
Monroe's Note. 



Sir, 

No. 12. 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Canning to Mr. Monroe ; dated Foreign 
Office, September 2ld, 1807. 

I HAVE laid before the King my Mafl:er, the Let­
ter which I had the Honour to receiYe from you 

on the 8th of this Month. 

Before I proceed to obferve upon that Part of it 
which relat.:!s more immediately to the Quefl:ion 
now at Iffue between our Two Goverr.ments, I am 
commanded in the firfl: Infl:ance, to exprefs the ~.'.lr­

prife which is felt at the total Omiilion of a S,bjeJ: 
upon which I had already been commanded to al ply 
to you for Information ;-the Proclamation purport­
ed to have been ilfued by the Prefident of the United 
Stales. Of this Paper, when lafl: I addreffed you 
upon it, you profdfed not to have any Knowledge 
beyond what the ordinary Channels of public Infor­
mation afforded, nor any Authority to declare it to 
be authentic. 

I feel it an indifpenfable Duty to renew rry In­
quiry on this SubjeCt. The Anfwer which I may 
receive from you is by no Means unimportant to the 
Settlement of the Difcuffion which has arifen from 
the Encounter between the Leopard and the Chefa-

peake. 



'Peake. The whole of the Queflion arifing -out of 
that Tranfaetion, is, in Faa, no other than a ~uef­
tion as to the Amount of Rep:ll-ation due by His Ma­
jelly for the unauthorized .\et of his Officer; and 
you will therefore readily perceive, that in fo far as 
the Government of the United States ha' .. e thought 
proper to take that Reparation into their own Hands, 
and to re[ort to Mc;)Jurcs of Retaliation, previoufly 
to any direll: Application to the Britifh Go\"em­
ment, or to the Britifh Minifler ill America, for R c­
dr·:[s, in [0 far the Britilh Governmtnt is cnr!,kJ 
to take fuch lVIea[ures into Account, aml to ~()l,;;Jcr 

them in the Eflimate of Reparation y.luch 15 ac­
knowledged to have been originally due. 

The total Exclufion of all Ships of War belong­
ing to One of Two Belli).{crent Parties, while the 
Ships of War of the other were proteCted by the 
Harbours of the Neutral Power, wadd furniill no 
light Ground of Complaint againfl: that Neutral, if 

confidered in any other Point of View than as a 
Meafure of Retaliation for a previous Injury; and 
fo confidered, it cannot but be necdfary to take it 
into Account in the Adjullmenr of the origim.l Dif­
pute. 

I am therefore diflinCtly to repeat the Inquiry, 
Whe. her you are now enabled to declare that the 
Proclam::tion is to be confldered as the authenti.: 
AB: of your Government? And if fo, I am furthc:r 
to inquire whether you are aucnorized to llotif y the 

IntC:fJti.,n 



Intention of your Government to withdraw thar 
Proclamation on the Knowledge of His Majdly's 
Difavowalof the A Ct which occafioned its I'u blila­

tien. 

The Light in which you are direCted to repre(ent 
Admiral Berkeley's ConduCt, and the DefcriFtion 
which you give of the CharaCter of the Meafure im­
puted to him-that "he aCted as if he had the 
Power to make 'Var, and to decide the Caufes of 
'\':11'," fufficier:tly evince the Neceilityof compre­
hCfic.ing in this DJcufilon all the CircumHances 
which lnve L:cl [0, or hav.: followed, the ACtion with 

the CiLb?e~kc. 

Undoubtcllly the Attack upon a Naiional Ship of 
'Var is an r\Ct of :I()~Llily; and the very EJfence of 
the Charge ~gain!l Admiral Berkeley, as you repre­
f:.nt it, is the having taken upon himfelf to cOf.i1mit 
an tl,.Ct of lIufl.ilitj' without the prev;ous Authority 
01 hi:.; Guvcrnmtnt. 

The Provocation which may have led to fucn an 
ACt being cO;11Iuittcd without fuch previous il.utho­
rity, if it cann')t jLlni:y, Eny poilibly extenuate it; 
as tilt: Steps which have 1::2en taken in Reprifal, 
thour:\ thc:y cannot alter the CharaC1:er of the origi­
n,!l Xd, u;ay, anu do materially atted every Qu~[. 
lion concerning the Reparation claimed for it. 

On this Ground it is, that whiI,~ I am command­
ed to rcpc:lt to you (what you confider as fo fatis­

faCior: ), 
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faC\:ory), that the general and unqualified Prctenfion 
to fearch Ships of War for Deferters is not ;;{ferted 
by this Coumry, I am precluded from concurring 
in the Inference, that therefore" the national Cha­
radcr of the Men who were violently taken from on 
board the Chefapeake makes no Part of the prefent 
Queflion." 

If the Right to fe:-trch Slii~s of\.'hr for Deferters 
is not inl~f1:ecl Up':1 b:: this Country, i~ i; J10t be­
caufe the E:E;:byme_lc ;n:d th~ r; :!t:Et:c~:l of BritiOl 
Mariners on board the X;ltiornl Ship of any State 
ar~ coniick~c'd as ]efs injmi::ous toware's Great Bri­
tain than their ::::ill!)L'yment on LGJ:-J of r,Ierchant 
Veffds (a I\"o;~C:{!Li;'a which wouH be illani:dl \ 
abfuni). It is not intendeu to .:1,,-,\" that the Sailors 
of Great Britain may be juflly employed againfl 
their Confent in Foreign Ships of \V;\]"; but merely 
that Redrers is, in that Cafe, to be fought by Govern. 
ment from Governme:nt; and not to be fummarily 
enforced by the unauthoriz::d Officer of any of His 
Majefly's Ships of War. 

It follows, from this Reafoning, that not only the 
" national CharaCter" of the Men taken out of the 
Chefapeake is Matter forConfideration, but that the 
Reparation to be made by the Britiili Government 
to that of the United States would depend, among 
other Circumflances, on the Q;;H::flion whe!h(.r an 
AU, which the Britiili Government would be jufli­
fiedin confidering as an AU of Hoflility, had been 

E committed 
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comm;,,~'; :'i the Government of the United States 

(in refufing to difcharfc Britiih Seamen in their }\' a­
tional Servicc) previoully to the Commiffion of an 

AU of Hofrility by an O;,icer of His Majefry. 

The At\: of the Britilh Officer would frill be an 
unauthorized Acr, and, as fuch, liable to Complaint 
and Difapprobatiun; L _,t the Cafe, as between Go­
vernment and Governmellt, would be materially 
varied. 

At the fame Time that I afTer to you this ExpIa­
r,~l_ti. ,n of the Principles upon which His Majefly has 
authorized me to difcu!s with you the :';ui-jd:( "f 
your Rtopl-:r"n(JtjCl~, and that I rcnew to you the 
YTnrancc of the Difpofition to coEduEt that Difcuf. 
fion in the morc amic:;ble Form, and to bring it to 
a ConcluDon Lt'iisbd,ry to the Honour ZIlU to the 
Feelings of both Countries. It is Matter of Regret 
that you ihculll have been infrruGcd to al,ncx to 
the Demand of Repararion for the Attack of the 
Lr'{)pard u;,on the Chef::1;'Glk_e, any Propofitioll 
\\ !-l,ltCYCr r,Jpc-J_ing the Search for Britifh Seamen 
in l'.lf"fcbm Vefiels--a Subject which is wholly un· 
C('Yl;1t(~:J with thc Cafc of the Leopard and ,he 
Ch,E,:x:·].c>; nn,l which em only knJ to compli­
ok and cn,],;:rra:;' aI::ifcuL:on, in itfdf of JUffil.H .. llt 

Dt.licacyand Irnpurt::mce. 

In frafirg the C;-nl'll,1s upon \' h:e!"> y()l'~ Govern. 
rnu,t expect~ y, ;~ll COl1fidence I hOI " l~:e: ",1,< ,L> Sub. 
jeCt of ImprcC:lwt ihall be taken LF ,,~ th,:, Tw.e," 

and 
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and that in making the Reparation which is claimed 
for the particular Injury alleged to have been [ui~ 

tained by the United States in the latc unfortunate 
Tranfaaion off the Capes of Virginia, "a Remedy 
{hall be provided for the whole Evil," you appC1t" 
to have been direaed to atTume that this'Act of Vio­
lence (fuch as you Je[cribe it) is the natmal Zi'd 
almof!: necelTary Refult of the Praaice of Impn:if­
ment of B,itiili Seamen from the lVlcrchant \'dIds 
of other S;~l ~'es, ",ud to repr:cfent the partictdar 
Tranfacb)l1, and the general Q1I2:1ion of fmprei1:' 
ment, as "identified in the Feeiillgs and Sympa­
thies of your J';:alion, as well as in the Ser.:iment,; 
of your GOVt'r:11~~'::-:t.-' 

\'\i,ll ever:: "\.ttention due to the Feelings of 
the T-'cu;J:c of the United Sl"tes, I am fur.:: you 
will readily allow, ~:!at thole h:c1ir<;";s cannot pro­
perly be cOllfiL!6red as a,;~dill:; tL: Merits of the 
Cafe. 

The tirf!: Ebullitions of natioml Senfibility may 
very naturally have communicated an Implllfe to 
the Proceedings of the American Government, but 
it cannot be expeCl:ecl that they iliould guide the 
deliberate Opinions and Conduct of the Govern­
ment with which you have to treat. I would fur­
ther obfen·e to you, that your Government cannot 
reafonably claim any Advantage in ~'\rgument from 
the expretTed Senfe of its own People, unlefs it be 
prepared at the fame Time to t~ke upon itftJf a 
Refponfibility, which there is no Ddlre of attributing 

Jt 2 to 
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to it, for the Outrage and Indecency with which, 
upon the late Occafion, that Expreffion has in too 
many Infl:ances been accompanied. It is better foe 
temperate Reafoning, and aifuredly it is more ad­
vantageous for the Government of the United States, 
that the Confic!eration of popular Feeling fhould be 
v.holly omitted from this Difcuffion. 

The R;~ht an~ the Pratl:;~e of which you 2re in. 
fl:rucred to complain, as irreconcileable with Jufl:ice, 
and intolerable in ail their Parts, have been exer· 
cifed by Great Britain fr.11l the earliell: Ages gf the 
Britiih Naval Power, even without any Qualifica· 
tion or Exception in Favour of national Ships of 
War. 

The Grounds upon which fuch a Difl:intl:ion has 
been admitted in laterTimes, and upon which, for the 
Courfe of nearly a Century, the Crown has forborne 
to in!l:ruCl: the Commanders of its Ships of War to 
fearch Foreign Ships of \Var for Deferters, I have 
already had the Honour to explain to you; and you 
-will have perceived that thofe Grounds are wholly 
inapplicable to Ships in the Merchant Service. 

That :l. Foreign Power will not knowingly retain in 
its national Service. Mariners the natural.born Sub. 
jeds of His Majefl:y, who have been recalled by 
puhlic Proclamations, may be regarded as a PIe. 
fumption arifing out of the hofl:ile Nature of the 
Afr, and out of the probable Confequences to which 

fuch 
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[uch an ACt ofHoftility mull: lead; but with refpett 
to Merchant Veffels there is no fuch Prefumption. 

When Mariners, SubjeCls of His Majefiy, are em­
ployed in the private Servite of Foreign Individuals, 
under private Civil ContraCts, the King's SubjeCls, 
and the Foreign Individuals with whom they con­
traCt to ferye, enter into Engageme,:ts inconfifient 
with the Duty of His Majefty's SubjeCts towards 
Him: but to thofe Engagements the Government 
of the Foreign Nation has not made itfelf a Party. 

In fuch Cafes the Species of Redrefs which the 
PraClice of all Times has admitted and fanCtio:led, 
is that of taking thofe SubjeCts at SCl out of the Ser­
vice of fuch Foreign Individuals, and recalling them 
to the Difcharge of that previous and paramount 
Duty \1 hich they O\ve to their Sovereign and to their 
Country. 

That the Exercife of this Right invhes fome of 
the dearefi Interefb of Great Britain your Gl.,'cril­
ment is reaoy to acknowledge, and has accordhgly 
authorized you to propafe cCitain ReguLlti'ms 
which you apprehend would be equi·.':;\lent in their 
EffeCt for the Prefervation of the Interefis con­
cerned. 

There will be no Indifpofition here to entertain, 
at a proper Time, the Difcuffion of fuch propofed 
Regulations. But when you recoJ:eCt that many 
PIopofals to this EffeCt have already been brought 

E 3 forward, 
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forward, aDd hwe been found wholly inadmifLble, 
whea YOU have yourfdf recently had C:CC:l[icH to 

.- h D·r.:; 1 f ," r • r n 
experl~-'ncc t e l.TICU ty o· !c-;"':::'lg :~!ly ]ati.~~fa..:<.or:.,r 

A,';'1;J::e'llcnt upon the::; "~ic'"t" \,i[L all : llC .'L:~;C't i 
.... hid. is properly felt by both Cu; :::i';,nl(;n~, 101' tll:: 
f?eedy Adjufl:ment of tIte r;jiitrc2.cc betweeu t:1,'ill, 

anu roj' die "hc:cli;:g of tint deep Yl<:lUnd \"hieh 
" you {bte to halt; b:tl1 i:c lLJ:c·:l on t:,e national 
" Il')(;l'Ul' of the (TniLJ Stdtes," furely it is not 
· .... dl ",l-:i:ed to m:.::e the Termimtion of that lH,cr­
('.'ce, a,it!. the Ii.'ajillg of [hat VloUI1r1, dlpen,blt 
wLr:liy en the complete Sueed's o£ an Attempt y,ljic;l 
has )r,:,dy been !llu.:e fo oLe:'. aJ:u '" llich bs 
Lit:1tllO llilifurmly £.:ire.l. 

""~""our o:~'n ~e,=:.fl)l:i~~g D~:::::~~~ls tLat )';'I'J are~l~:\'~~rc of 
t:.2 1,1):':; l'~::.i Ul ,Ll;a:')' lY :'; :Lllty y:hieh muit attenL! 
ar..y Al ra:1gcIYt :-!lL for the Prtv\:~'1t:un of l)cfcr .loa 
b(:L'V:_~-.: '1\'10 ~J,11.!0n~ \'<.' ~~c ~)irrlil,~rity of l\Ll~l1~_rS 
and I'L,JC" aad '\.;.~);;~ Idc.ntityof Lmgu;',t',c in­

terp,);~ iu ll'::':'y bTC'uinenLs tu the Difcrimination 
of;· N.:'u'.:ai Cln:.'.cLr." 

To l;lefe Ci:'cumf1:anees, and not (as you [eem 
<,b:uiL to in!l!'.l!;:k) to any Feculiar Harfhnefs to. 
w;l"ls the U.l:l.:d States, it is o\·.ing, that thoe Ex­
cl'cife cf this Ri~,ht, ,.s with rcfpuJ: to thc:1.1, is ncccf. 
farily more frequent than y;ilh rerpett to any o:I1:or 
l\ati:,!l, and is felt by t)lLtn to be marc rigid and 
VC::2t;,.US. Eu, th~rc Circu:,~;;::nc(;s cannot furnifh 

an Ar::;liment for ,h(; Sufpenfion of the Exercife of 

Ri,ght with rdlx\:1 to .L'..il1cricJ, unlefs it be con-
tended 
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tended that Multiplicity of Fraud~ and Dill1culty of 
Detetl:i')U are Reafons ag,,:Il,l :) .... JplCj,)]1, or Motives 
for Acquiefence. 

As little Foundation :.is there for the Complaint, 
that the PraCtice is grown out of the RecognJtion of 
Amtrican Independence, and thlt the Charad;;r of 
that Event is aileded by its Continuance. 

It is needlefs to repeat that thefe Rights exifled, 
in their fuUdl: Force, for Ages previous to the ElLa­
blilhment of the United States of America as ali in­
dependent Government; and it would Le l1ifficult 
to contend that the Recognition of that Independ­
ence can have operated any Change in this Refpecr, 
unlefs it can.be {hown that in acknowledging the Gc­
vemment of the United States, Great Britain virtu­
ally abdicated her own Rights as a Nav,,} Powe"; .1r 
unlefs there were any exprefs Stipulations by which 
the ancient and prefcriptive Ufages of Great Bri. 
tain, founded in the foundefl: Principles 01 ,;:l4ural 
Law, though ftill enforced agaidl: 0 11 'r i,! '4 - nd. 
ent Nations of the 'World, were to b~ fui;· ... !ckd 
whenever they might come in conta':t "vit:1 the In. 
terefl: or the Feelings of the American People. 

I would now recall your Attention to the Can. 
fideration of the Quefl:ion refpeCting the l;>.te Tr;,nf· 
aCtion between the Leo>lard and the Chdapeal~e, 
which till the Rec€ipt of your Letter, I imagined to 
be the only Quefl:ion a ~uaJly in Difcuffion between 
us; and in Confideration of th.: Delicacy and 

E 4 preffing 
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prefiiilg Importance of which we had, by common 
Con[ent, received the Confideration of all other 
Matters pending between our Two Governments. 

Into the DifcuiIion of this Qi!efl:ion I am pre­
pared to enter; with what Difpoiition, on the Part 
of His Majefl:y'sGovernment, to confult the Feelings 
and the Honour of the Government of the United 
States, it is not neceffary for me here to L1..:cbr..:, for 
you have yourfelf done J~lflicc to th;; Sincerity of that 
DiJp"C,i011. 

Tl>c I~;rr:cult;es in the VJay of fuch an Adjufl:­

ment are already fmoothed by t:;e Di[avow:ll, vGLn:­
tarily ofLrec!, at the very Outfet of the Dikuffion, 
'Of the gc"u- .1 a1:J unqu~'li;lccl Preteniion to fearch 
Ships nfl,\::.r for Deftl ters. There re;:-,;,ined only 
to afcerwin the ra~h of the ncrticular Cafe, and to 
propo;-t:on [he Reparation [0 the W-rong. 

Is th:c j;r:tJh G _'v~"'nn;eilt now to underfland, 
thctt you, Sir, are not ctuthorized to enter into this 
QL!(:li'J!1 fcparately and difl:incl:ly, without having 
obtained, as a preliminctry Conccffion, the Confent 
of this Country to u:tcr into DifcuiIion with refpeCl 
to the PraCtice of fearching Merchant Veffels for 
Deferters? 

'Whether any Arrangement can be devifed b'V 
which this PraCtice may admit of Modification, with­
out Prejudice to the e:tential Rights and Interefls of 
Great Britain, is a QueI1:ion which, as I have already 

[aid. 
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raid, the Bri~i{h Government may, at a proper Sea­
fon, be ready to entertain; but whether the Confeut 
of Great Britain to the entering into fud1 Difcuffion, 
{hall be extorted as the Price of;;m amicable Adjufl:­
~ent, as the Condition of being admitted to make 
honourable Rep~Ha,ion for an Inj~'ry, is a Qudliou 
of quite a different S"rt, and one which can be 
anfwered no otherwife than by an unqualific:d Re­
fufal. 

I earnefl:ly recommend to you therefore to con­
fider, w!1ether the Inftrucrions \vhich you have re- . 
ceived from your Government may nat leave y 'u at 
Liberty to come to an AJjuflment of the Cafe of the 
Leopard and the Chefapeake, independently of the 
other Quefiion with wbich it appears to have been 
unnecefTarily cOlll1ecred. 

If your Infl:rncrians leave you no Difcretian, I can­
not prefs yau to aCt in Contradicrion to them. In that 
Cafe there can be no Advantage in purfuingaDifcuf. 
fion which you are not authorized to conclude; and 
I {ball have only to regret that theDifpofition of His 
Majefl:y to terminate that Difference amicably and 
fatisfacrorily is for the prefent rendt:red una­
vailing. 

In that Cafe His Majefl:y, in purfuance of the 
Difpofition of which he has given fuch fignal Proofs, 
will lofe no Time in fending a Miniller to America, 

furnilhed with the necefi"ary Infiruaions and Powers 
for bringing this unfortunate Difp01te to a Conclu. 

fion, 



fion, confi{!:ent with the Harmony fublif1ing between 
Great Britain and the United States. But, in order 
to avoid the Inconvenience which has arifen from the 
mixed Nature of yourInftruaions, that Minil1tr will 
not be empowered to entertain, as connecred with 
this Subjecr, any Propofition refpecting the Search 
of Merchant Veifds. 

It wiII, however, be far more fatisfaaory to His 
Majefly to learn that upon Re-conlideration, you 
think yourfelf authorized to feparate the Tw(') 
Qutftions. 

I hope you will allow me to expre(s, at the fame 
Time, the fincere Pleafure which I fhould feel in 
having to treat with you, Sir, perfollally, for the Re­
eftablifhment of a good Underil:andillg between our 
Two Countries. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Gcor,se C(mning. 

To James Monroe, Efq. 

No. 13. 
COpy of a Letter from Mr. Monroe to Mr. 

SIR, 

Secretary Canning; dated Portland Plac€, 
September 29th, 1807' 

I HAVE had the Honour to receive your Letter of 
the 2zd of this Month, and fhall tranfmit it with. 

out Delay to my Government. 
I perceive 
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I perceive by it, with great Regret, that His Bri. 
tannic Majefly's Government is nct difpofed to enter 
into an Arrangement at this Time, of all the Dif­
ferences that have arilen between our Governments 
refpeCting the Imprelfmcnt of SCJLL n from American 
Vetfels by Britilh Cruizers; that it is willing to look 
to One SubjeCt only, the late Agc:~'d1ion, and pro­
vide for it, while the other is left to depend on fu­
ture Adjuflment. My Government had prefumed. 
that His Majdty's Government would have feen in 
the recnt and grcJter Injury a {hong Motive for 
bringing the whole Subject into One View, and pro­
viding for it at thc fame Time. The Excefs of the 
htter Outrage could not fail to rl, ... iv:: in the Mind 
of the fulfering Party, a high Senfc of former In­
juries; and it was reafonable to infer, that the great 
Injuflice infeparable from the PraCtice of whic;1 that 
Incident furni!hed fa firiking- an Example, would 
have produced becwec" our Gov::rnn1ents the man: 
prompt and friendly Co-operation in the r\~e"r:s d 
fupprdIing it. That the United States h:1Yt: fUilered 
a greater Illjury by a recent Occu:rcncc than they 
had done before, cannot be ~ good Rcafon, and 
ought not to be a l\Iotive, for debying Redrefs of 
the oEher-, efpecially when it is confidered that ,11ey 
were alr'cody :n a Tr:1in of amj,,,~lc Acco:nmoda­
tiOIl and A'·lll~:.;m';:nt. Since, however, you in­
form me, 'i'lt His vl~jefly's Government is unwil­
ling to take up f!e SubjeEl: in a combined View, it 
ilt unnecelfary for me to pre!'s it. 

You a{k, Whether I am authorized to fepa"ate this 
latter Incident froql the general PraCtice, and to treat 

it 
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i: as a diflinCt topic? On thi,; Pei" l I have to fiate, 
that mv ldlruair,ns. which are explicit, enjoin me 
to confider the V,'hoit of this Clars at Injuries as an 
entire Subject; 'lI1d, indeed, fo i;ll:i;,:~~tl)' are they 
conneaed in their NOlture, that it fecrr;s to be eifE. 
cult, if not impolIible, to feparate lhe:C1 for any 
ufeful Purpofe to cililt'r Party. l'Iy C~:','cr::mtnt, 

being finccrely defirous to place the :;'_cLltions of the 
Two Powers en the [ol:d E~I;s of permanent Friend. 
{hip, is fatisfied, a~ well by \,h~t has occurred in the 
general Practice, as by the more awful Admonition 
derived from the late Incident, that t b ~ can only be 
done with Effet1 by mounting to the Source of the 
Evil, and providing an adequate Rc,nc'_~y for it. In 
purfuing this great C',jcCc, it is my Duty to repeat 
that my Government lhes not feek to confine the 
Remedy propofed to the Injuries which the United 
States have fuffered, and continue to fulTer, but is 
defirous to extend it to thofe alfo which ale com­
plained of by Great Britain. Experience has 
{hewn, that both Parties complain of Illjuries, though 
certainly of a very different ChaL,(li.:r, and lefs ur­
gent Nature. How much more advifable is it not 
then, in every View, for them to enter into an Ar­
rangement which Ihall provide an adequate Remedy 
for their refpeaive Injuries, which {hall bind the 
Honour of each Government to do Wh:lt is jufl: and 
right with r<,fpeet to the other, and enEfl: the Feel­
ings of ,::ch X:lt:<111 on its Side, than to fuiTerThinr>'s 
to remain longer in their prefent State? Ho"'~v 
much more auvantageous would not fuch an Ar~ 

r,lngcment 
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rangement be likely to prove to Great Britain, ill 
the particular ObjeCl: which fhe has in View, than 
her Adherence to a PraCtice whi;:h I'tjeCl:s a Mean 
which could n0t f~il to be lllOi e produCtin:; a Prac­
tice which cannot he maint;lined in Prjncip!.~, which 
leads by immutable Callies that ought to infpire 
different Sentiments in l h .:: Parties to r.ach other, to 
great and crmfbm Abut:, and which i, alfo conG­
dered by tile United Slates as fubverfi ve of their 
Rights, and d'-',~'~:J!;l;; to th,ir Character as an in­
dependent PO\\'Ci'. 

So much I h,'.\'e [h,)\i:,~it it proper to frate, ill 
order to place in a jufr Light the Conduct of my 
Government on the pi'eltnt Occafion, on this grc:at 
and very interef'ring (~ubjd: of Itnprcffment. \\' ell 
knowing its Defire to cultivate tbe mofr friendly 
Relations \'::rh Great B~itaill on jll:f and honour­
able ConJitions, it wodd bc hi.c,~Jy improper that 
any Doubt fhould be fuffereJ to exill 011 that 
Point. 

You inform me, that His ~,hidly h::ts determined, 
in cafe my Inflrlil:lic;:s do not permit me to feparate 
the late AggrdTi:)n from the general Prauice of 
lmpre!fment, to transfer the Bufillefs to the United 
States, by committing it to a Miniiler I~ho fhall be 
fent there with full Powers to conclude it. To that 
Meafure I am far from being difpofed to raife any 
Obfracle, and fhall immediately apprize my Govern­
ment of the Decifwn to adopt it. Under fuch Cir-

cumflances 



cum!hnce~ I perfeCtly agree with you in the Opi­
nion that it would be ufdefs to purfu.: a DifcutIion 
w~lich it would b.: impoilible for me to bring to a 

btisfaCl:ory Conc1ullon. 

It is [till my Duty to give the Expbnation you 
k,Ye ddireJ, of the f,~()tives which have iuduced the 
Pre:ide!:.t to adopt the l\Jea[ures announced ill his 
I'r,xb;1~;tion of tile' d of July laft. Eowe,'e~ great 
the bjury which the United States had rLcivuj by 
the l\:::~l'c}ion complained of, it is jun: th:lt it /hould 
be Ihco\\'ll t:l;;t the Prefidcnt GiLl 11,)t lo[e Sight, in 
tlL' ,;: r.!c:1fl;rc:, of the fri:::ndl y Relations fubfil1ing 
bct\\'ecn the Two Powers. vVhen the hoHilc Na­
t;11"e of the Attack of the Chdapcake is taken into 
Vic"':, and the gener:1l Conduct of the Britifh Squa­
d] ,lll \vilhin the \tVatc; s of the United States, befJre 
and Ater the Attack, I am pcrfuaded that there WJS 

no Limit to which the Pr~L,:(:;lt ,'.'ould Hot have 
been junificd in going, which he might have thought 
euentil\ to the lI(),~';ur and Safety of the Nation. 
Bc:forc the At'~1Ck, the Dr;,;fh Squadron had vio­
lated the Jurijli;l~;";! of tLc Unitd States by the 
ImprcfTment of J\Iu \\i[lJin ;r, whom the Com­
mander had refllfed to [lIE'mder; and after the 
Attack, the Attitlicie which he affumed continued 
to be of a very menacing and hofiile Char<>.crer. An 
An of Hofti!ity, it mull: be admitted, jufiifies any 
.. 'Jl of a like Nature towards the Party who com­
mit1; it. The Prefidcnt, however, did not believe 
that His M~\jefl.:y·s Government had authorized the 
Conduct of the Br:tifh Squadron, and his Meaftlres 

were 



,,.ere evidently founded on that Belief. They were 
marked by no Circumflaace of Hofl:ility or of Re­
taliation towards Gr;;:at Britain, but \'.',;·e intended 
fimply to pre[crve Order \"jrhin the JurifJiaioll of 
the Vnitl'd States, to \i ild1 End the Removal of 
the Bririfh Squadron w,' hout thc'i: Limits, Iud be­
come indifpenfable. Afrer the Ads of Violence 
committed by that SquaJron, it was impo/Iible t:l~,t 

it fuould remain longer there u'ithout incrc;::ung tr,': 

Irritation. and widenins the Breach between the 
Two Nation:::, wh;ch it was the eamefl: ObjeCl of the 
Prefident to preven~. There certainly exifled no 
Defire of givin.; a Pref~rence in Favo'Jr of the Ships 
of "\v~,\r of One Bell:gercnt Party to thofe of a:1O­
ther. Before this Ag(l.-reHion, it is well known that 
His Britannic .1vbj:,:ly'sShips lay within the \-Vaters 
of the Chefapeak, and enjoyed all the Advantages 
of the mofl favoured Nation; and it cannot be 
doubted, that my Government will be ready to re­
flore them to the fame Situation as foon as it can 
be done confiftently with the Honour and Rights of 
the United States. 

I cannot conclude this Com::nunic,ltion without 
expreffing my earnefl Hope that the Differences 
which have unhappily arifen between our Govern­
ments may [can be fetrIed on Conditions honourable 
and fatisfaCl:ory to both the Parties. To have co­
operated with you in the Accomplilhment of fo 
great and ufeful a vV ork would have been highly 
gratifying to me. The Difpofition which you 
brought to the Difcu!Iion, and the Sentiments which 

YOLl 



you communicated on the principal Tnm.b2ion, 
Vihe:! the i~l fc Intelligence of it was received, in­
fpired rn~ \vi:11 :,;,'C<lt Confidence that ,,'e {hould foon 
have been :::ble t,", bring it to [uch a Co;]cluuon. 
To ha",~ btcn a P"rtv to it WGuld h:""I.' t;.:;'n:iL~(cd 
mv I\li;:ir"l to His ~11Jien:y in the J,2ode which I 

, J 

have long and finccrch defied. 
I ha\c the honour to be, ~xc. 

The Right Hon. George C:.E:ning, 
&c. &c. &c. 

No.q. 

'JLiiiio'S A!onrce. 

C 0PY of a Note from Mr.l'vIonroe to 
1\Tr. Sccrc;:~lry Ca;;n:!rg, G.'.tcd Portland 
Place, 0 ~',;bt:r 9th, £ 807. 

]\II R. Monrc.e pr('[ents Ls Complil'lents to Mr. 
"::I!lllill;' , and requdls that he \",;[1 be fo good 

as to inform him wile! hc:r it is intended that the Mi­
nifl:er whom His Bri: ,:);li;.~ ~,lajC!ly propofes to fend 
to the GOVUU:",lClit of the United States fhall be 
employed in a ;:)Xi.ll r-liffion, without having any 
ConneCtion, il;;:,;c.kl'~ or eventual, with the ordi. 
nary Legation. Mr. Monroe has infcrr·,;d from 
Mr. Cm!::ll(s Nl,[C lhat the Million will be of the 
fpecial Nature aboyc dtfcribed, but he will be much 
obliged to Mr. CtEnin:; to inform him whether he 

has 



hali taken a correCt View of the IVleafure. Mr. Mon­
roe would alfo be happy to know at what Time it 
was expeCted the Minifter would fail for the United 
States. Mr. Canning will be fenfible that Mr.lVlon­
roe's Motive in requefting this Information is, that 
he may be able to communicate it to hi, Govern­
ment, the Propriety of which he is perfuaded Mr. 
Canning will readily admit. 

~o. 15. 
COpy of a Note from Mr. S;;cretary Can­

nin.; to !\Ir. 1\Ionroe, dared Forei)!n 
Office, OCtober 10th, 1807, 

(Private.) 

:VIR. Canning prefents his Compliments to Mr. 
... Monroe, and in acknowledging the Honour 
of his Note of y.,fterJay, has great Pleafure in af­
furing him, that he is at all Times ready to anfwer 
any Inquiries to which Mr. Monroe attaches any 
Importance, and which it is in Mr. Canning's Power 
to anfwer with Precifion, and without Dublic Incon­
venience. But it is not in Mr. Canning's Power to 
ftate with Confidence what may be the eventual De­
termination of His Majefty, in refpeCt to the penna­
nent Miffion in America. The Million of the Mi­
nHler whom His Majefty is now about to fend, will 
certainly be limited in the firfl Injhnce to the Dif­
cuillon of the ~eftion of the Chefapeake. 

F No. 
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No. 16. 

Cl \1'",- of a Letter fmm Mr. Secretary 
Canning to Mr. Monroe, dated Foreign 
Office, 22d Oaober 1807. 

HAVING feen in the American Newfpapers an 
.Ii. official Article, (of which I have the HonoLlr to 

indofe a Copy) prohibiting all Intercourfe between 
the Inhabitants of the United States and His Ma­
jef1:y's Ships of War lmi'IJeljaliy, I have the Honour 
to requef1: that you will have the Goodllefs to in­
form me, whether this Prohibition will extend to a 
Ship of War in which a Mininer, accredited from 
His Majef1:y, anrl charged with a Million to the 
American Government, {hall arrive in any of the 
Ports of the United States? Or whether you, or 
Mr. Pinkney, can undertake to furni{h Mr. Role 
with fuch Documents as {hall enfure his Admillion 
into the American Ports, and a Reception therein 
fuitable to the Charaaer with which he is invefied? 

I have the Honour to be, with great Confidera­
tion, 

Sir, &c. 
(Signed) George Canning. 



Sir, 

1\0.17· 

COPY of a Letter frOill IVlr. Monroe to 
Mr. Secretary Canning, dated PortbnJ 
Place, Oaober ::! Jd, 180;. 

I HAVE the Honour to fiate, in reply to your 
Lt:tIer of Yellerday, that the Cafe to which 

you alluded is f~ecially provided f, ,,' by the Pro­
clamation of the Prefident. You will obferve on 
a View of that Document that an Exception is 
made, from the Pronibition it contains on other 
VefTels, in favour of fuch Ships of His Majdl:y as 
may enter the Ports of the United States w.th Dir­
patches from His Majefiy's Govermnt>r;(. EJJ 
the cafe of a public Miniller eml'loyed 1:1 a fpecial 
Million to my Government not been comprifed 
in that Exception, as it clearly is, I hav.:; no I-Iefita­
tion in flating that he would be received \\oithout 
Delay at any Port at which he might arrive. I have 
the Honour to add, that Mr. Pinkney anu myfdf 
will be happy to give to His Majelly's Minillers 
every Facility in our Power to fccuTe him the Re­
ception at the Port of his Dellinatiun which IS due 
to his public Charafrer, and promote his lp~eJy 
Arrival at the Seat of the Government of the 
United Slates. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) James MonrDt. 

11'2 
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No. 18. 
COpy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 

Canning to Mr. Monroe, dated Foreign 
Office, October 23d, 1807. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the Honour of your An-
fwer to my Letter of Yefl:erday Evening. It 

appears to me to be fo important to have a clear 
Underfl:anding on the Subject to which that Letter 
refers, that I cannot forbear requefl:ing you to have 
the Goodnefs to call at the Foreign Office To-mor­
row at Two o'Clock, if that Hour lhould fuit your 
Convenience. 

I have the Honour to be, with great Confidera-
tion, 

Sir, 

Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) George Canning. 

:\'0. I y. 

COpy of a Letter from I'I1r. Rofe to Mr. 
Madifon. Walhington, January 26, 
1208. 

HAVING had the Honour to f!:ate to you, that I 
am exprdsly precluded by my Infl:ructions 

from entering upon any Negociation for the Adjufl:. 
mem 
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ment of the Difference arifing from the Encounter 
of His Majcity's Ship Leopard and the Frigate of 
the United States the Chebpeake, as long as the 
Proclamations of the Prefident of the United States 
of the 2d of July 1807, {hall be in Force, I beg 
Leave to offer you fuch further Explanation of the 
Nature of that Condition as appears to me calculated 
to place the Motives under which it has been en­
joined to me thus to bring it forward in their true 
Light. In whatever Spirit that Inftrument was iifued, 
it is fufficientlyobvious that it has been productive 
of confiderable Pr~judice to His Majefl:y's Interefts, 
as confided to his Military and other Servants in the 
United States, to the Honour of his Flags, and to 
the Privileges of His Minifters accredited to the Ame­
rican Government. from the Operation 0f this 
Proclamation have unavoidably refulted EffeCts of 
Retaliation and felf-aifumed Redrefs, which might 
be held to affect materially the Queftion of the Re­
paration due to the United Sates, efpecially in as 
much as its Execution has been perfevered in after 
the Knowledge of his Majefty's early, unequivocal, 
and unfolicited Difavowal of the unauthorized Act 
of Admiral Berkeley. His Difclaimer of the Preten­
fion exhibited by that Officer to fearch the National 
Ships of a Friendly Power for Deferters, and the 
Aifurances pf prompt and effectual Reparation, all 
communicated without Lofs of Time to the Miniil:er 
of the United States in London, fo as not to leave a 
Doubt as to His Majefty's juft and amicable Inten-

p 3 tions. 



tions. But His Majefly, making every Al10wance 
for the Irritation which was excited, and the Mifap· 
prehenfions which exifled, has authorized me to 
proceed in the Negociation upon the fole Difconti­
nuance of Meafures of fo inimical a Tendency. 

You are aware, Sir, that any Delay which may 
have arifen in the Adjuflment of the prefent Differ­
ences is not imputable to any Intention of Procrafli­
natiun on the Part of His Majefly's Government; 
011 the contrary, its Anxiety to terminate, as expe­
ditiouily as poffible, the Difcuilions of a Matter fo 
interefting to both Ndtions, have been evinced by 
the Communication made by Mr. Secretary Canning 
to Mr. Monroe, before that Minifler of the United 
States was eV'en informed of the Encounter; and 
now, by the Promptitude with which it has difpcltch­
ed a Sptcial Million to this Country for that exprefs 
Purpofe. 

I can have 110 Difficulty in flating anew to you, 
with RefpeCt to the ,'rovifions of my Inlhu8ions, 
calculated as they are to enfure an honourable Ad­
jufl:ment of the important! Point in Qt1eflion, and to 
remove the Impreffions which the late Caufe of Dif­
ference may have excited in the Minds of this Na­
tion, that [ am authorized to exprefs my ConviCtion, 
that they are fuch as will enable me to terminate the 
~regocidticn amicably and fatisfa":tory. Having 
\car,:t fro'n you, Sir, that it is folely as a Meafure ef 
Precaution the Provifions of the Proclamation are 

now 
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now enforced, I mull: perfuade myfelf that a due 
Confideration of His Majell:y's condua in this Tranf­
aaion, will remove, as well any Mifapprehenfions 
which may have been entertained rerpeA-ing His 
Majefly's Difpofitioll towards the United States, as 
the Grounds upon which that Enforcement reils, 
and the more fo, as it has long been a Matter of No­
toriety, that the Orders ilflled to the Officers of Hi, 
Majell:y's Navy, in His Proclamation of the 16th 
Oaober 1807. afford an ample Security that no At­
tempt can be made to alfert a Pretenfion which His 
Majel1y from the firll: difavowed. I may add, that 
if His Majell:y has not commanded me to enter into 
the Djfcuffion of the other Caufes of Complaint, 
Il:ated to arife from the Condua of I-lis Naval Com­
manders in thefe Seas, prior to the Encounter of the 
Leopard and the Chefapeake, it was becaufe it has 
been deemed improper to mingle them (whatever 
may be their Merits) with the prefent Matter, fo 
much more interell:ing and important in its Nature, 
an Opinion originally and di!l:inaIy exprelfed by 
Mr. Monroe, and alfented to by Mr. Secretary Can­
ning. But if, upon this more recent and more 
weighty Matter of Difcuffion, upon which the Pro­
clamation mainly and materially rell:s, His Majell:y's 
amicable Intentions are unequivocally evinced, it is 
fufficiently clear that no holl:ile Difpofition can Le 
fuppofed to exifr on His Part, nor can any Views be 
attributed to His Government, fuch as requiring to 
be counteraaed by Meafures of Precaution, could 
be deduced from Tranfaaions which preceded that 
Encounter. 

In 
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In offering thefe Elucidations I Ihould obferve, 
that the View in which I have brought forward the 
Preliminary which I have fpecified, is neither as to 
Demand, Concel1ion, or Redrefs, as for a Wrong 
committed, into fuch, the Claims to a Difcontinuance 
of hoftile Provifions cannot be conftrued, but it is 
fimply to require a Liberation from, and a Ceffation 
of Enactments injurious in their Effects, and which, 
if perfifted in, efpecially after thefe Explanations, 
mufl: evince a Spirit of Hoftility, under which His 
Majelty coule not authori:.:e the Profecution of the 
pretent Negociation, either confifl:entlywith His own 
Honour, or with any well. founded E,,-peBation of 
the Renewal or Duration of that good Underftand­
ing betwet n the Two Cc untries, which it is equally 
the luterell: of both to foller and to ameliorate. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
G. H. RoJe. 

~O.20. 

LETTER from Mr. Madifon to G. H. 
Rufe, Erq. dated Department of State, 
lil March 1808. 

I HAVE had the Honour to receive and lay before 
~he Prefident your Letter of the 26th January, in 

whIch you fiate, that you are" exprefsly precludeq 

" by 
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., by your Infiructions from entering upon any Ne­
'" gociation for the Adjufimellt of the Difference!! 
" arifing from the Encounter of His Britannic Ma­
"jefiy's Ship Leopard, and the Frigate of the 
" United States the Chefapeake, as long as the Pro­
" clamation of the Prefidellt of the ld July 1807 
" thall be in Force-" 

This Demand, Sir, might jufily fuggefi the fim­
pIe Allfwer, that before the Proclamation of the Pre· 
fidem could become a Subject of Confideration, Sa­
tisfactiollthould be made for the a.:knowledged Ag· 
greffion which preceded it; thi3 is evidently agree­
able to the Order of Time, to the Order of Reafon, 
and, it may be added, to the Order of Ufage as main­
tained by Great Britain, whenever in analogous 
Cafes Ihe has been the complaining Party. But as 
you have fubjoined to the preliminary Demand cer­
tain Explanations, with a View doubtlefs to obviate 
fuch an Anfwer, it will bell accord with the Candour 
of the Prefident, to meet them with fuch a Review of 
thlt whole Subject, as will.prefent the folid Grounds 
on which he regards fuch a Demand as inadmif­
fIble. 

I begin with the Occurrences from which the Pro­
clamation of 2d July rt:fulted. Thefe are in general 
Terms, referred to by the InfiruRlent itfelf; a more 
particular Notice of the mell important of them, 
will here be in Place. 

Paffing 
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Pailing over then the habitual, but minor Irregu­
laritie:-: ,f His Britannic Majefty's Ships of War, ir, 
making the Hofpitalities of our Ports fubfervient to 
the Annoyance of our Trade, both Gutv,ara and in­
ward, a Pr:lCtice not only contlary to the Principles 
of public Law, but exprefsly contrary to Britifh Or­
dinances enforc.ed during Maritime Wars, to which 
fhe bore a neutral Relation; I am confirained, un. 
welcome as the Tafk is, to call your Attention to 
the following more prominent Infianccs. 

In the Summer of the Year: 804, the Britifh Fri­
gate the Camb] ian, with otherCruizers in Company, 
entered the Harbour of New York. The Com­
mandfr, Captain Bradley, in Violation of the Port 
Laws, relating both to Health and Revenue, caufed 
a Mercbant V fifel jufi arrived and confeifedly within 
the Limits, and under the Authority of the United 
States, (0 be boarded by Perfons under his Com­
mand; who, after refilling the Officers of the Port, 
in the legal Exercife of their Fl:lnCtions, aCtually im­
preifed and carried off a Number of Seamen and Paf­
fengers into the Service of th~ Ships of War. On 
an Appeal to his voluntary RefpeCt for the Laws, he 
firfi failed to give up the Offenders to Jufiice, and 
finally repelled the Officer charged with the regular 
Procefs for the Purpofe. 

This Proceuure was not only a flagrant Infult to 
the Sovereignty of the Nation, but an. InfraCtion of 
its Neutrality alfo, whkh did not permit a Bellige­

rent 
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rent Ship thus to augment its Force within the Neu­
tral Territory. To finith the Scene, this Command. 
er went fo far as to declare, in an Official Letter to 
the Minifier Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majefry, 
and by him communicated to this Government, that 
he cOllfidered hi~ Ship, whilfr lying in the Harbour 
·of New York, as having Dominion within the Dif. 
tance of her Buoys. 

All thefe Circumftances were duly made known 
to the Britifh Government, in juft ExpeCtation of 
honourable Reparation; none has ever been offer­
ed. Cap;ain Bradley was advanced from his Frigate 
to the Command of a Ship of the Line. 

At a fubfequent Period, feveral Britith Frigates, 
under the Command of Captain Whitby of the Le­
ander. purfuing the PraCtice of vexing the Inward 

. and Outward Trade of our Ports, and h~vering for 
that Purpofe about the Entrance of that of New­
York, elofed a Series of Irregularities, with an 
Attempt to arreft a Coafting Veffel, on board 
of which an American Citizen was killed by 
.a Cannon Bali, which entered the Veffel whilfr the 
was within lefs (han a Mile from the Shore. 

The Blood of a Citizen thus murdered m a 
Trade from one to another Part of his own Coun. 
try, and within the SanCtuary of its Territorial Ju­
IifdiCtion, could not fail to aroufe the Senfibility ot 
the Public, and to make a folemn Appeal to the 
Juftice of the Britith Government. The Cafe was 
a>refented moreover to that Government by this, 

ill 



in the Accent which it required; and with due Con­
fidence that the Offender would receive the exem­
plary Punifhment which he deferved; that there 
might be no Failure of legal Proof of a FaCl: fuffici­
ently notorious of itfelf, unexceptionable Witneifes 
to e1l:ablifh it, were fent to Great Britain at the Ex­
pence of the United States. 

Captain Whitby was, notwithf1:anding, honoura­
hly acquitted; 110 Animadverfion took Place on any 
other Officer belonging to the Squadron; nor has 
any Apology or Explanation been made fince the Trial 
was over, as a conciliatory Offering to the Difap­
pointment of this Country at fuch a Refult. 

A Cafe of another CharaCl:er occurred in the 
Month of September 1806. The Impetuenx, a 
French Ship of 74 Guns, when a-ground within 
a few Hundred Yards of the Shore of North Caroli· 
na, and therefore vifibly within the 'l'erritoriallurif­
diCl:ion and hofpitable ProteCl:ion of the United 
States, was fired upon, boarded, and burnt from 
the Britifh Ships of War under the Command of 
Captain Douglas. Having completed this Outrage 
on the Sovereignty and Neutrality of the United 
States, the Britifh Commander felt no Scruple in 
proceeding thence into the Waters near Norfolk; 
nor,in themid1l: of the Hofpitalitiesenjoyedby him,to 
add to what had pafTed, a Refufal to difcharge from 
his Ships imprefTed Citizens of the United States, 
not denied to be fuch, on the Plea that the Govern-

ment 
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ment of the United States had refufed to fur~ 
render to the Demand of Admiral Berkeley, certain 
Seamen all edged to be Britilh Deferters ; a Demand 
which, it is well underfl:ood, your Government dif. 
claims any Right to make. 

It would be very fuperfluous to dwell on the Fea­
tures which mark this aggravated Infult; but I mu{\; 
be permitted to remind you, that in fo ferious a 
Light was a fimilar Violation of Neutral Territory, 
by the Defl:ruCtion of certain French Ships on 
the Coafi of Portugal, by a Britifh Squadron under 
the Cemmand of Admiral Bofcawen, regarded 
by the Court of Great Britain, that a Minif­
ter Extraordinary was difpatched for the ex­
prefs Purpofe of expiatillg the Aggreffion on the 
Sovereignty of a Friendly Power. 

Laftly prefents itfelf the Attack by the Britilh 
Ship of War Leopard, on the American Frigate 
Chefapeake; a Cafe too familiar in all its Circum­
fiances to need a Recital of any Part of them. It is f uf­
ficient to remark, that the conclufive Evidence which 
this Event added to that which had preceded, of 
the uncontrouled Exceffes of the Britilh Naval Com. 
mander, in infulting our Sovereignty and abufing 
our Hofpitality, determined the Prefident to extend 
to all Britilh armed Ships, the Precaution ):1ereto. 
fore applied to a few by Name, of interdiCt­
ing to them the Vfe and Privileges of our Harbours 
and Waters. 

This 



Thj~ W::IS done by his Proclam~.ti·,n of the 2d 
July I be 7, referring to the Series of Occurrences 
ending with the Aggreffion on the Frigate Chefa­
peake, as the ConfiJeraliom requiring it: and if 
the Apprehenfion from the licentious Spirit of the 
Britifh Nav .. .! Commanden, thllS de·,eloped, and 
uncontrouled, which led to this Meafure of Precau­
tion, could need other lufl:ification than was afford­
ed by what had patTed, it would be amply found in. 
the fubfequent Conduct of the Ships unlier the­
Command of the fame Captain. Douglas. 

This Officer, neirher admonifhed by RefleEtions. 
on the Crifis produced by the t\ ttack on the Che!a­
peake, nor controuled by Refpet1 for the Law of 
Nations, or the Laws of the La'~d, did not ceafe, 
within our Waters, to bring too by firing at Veifels 
purfuing their regular Courfe of Trade: and in the 
fame Spirit which had difplayed itfelf in the recent 
Outrage committed on the American Frigate, he not 
only indulged himfelf in hofiile Threats, and in In­
dications of an hoftile Approach to Norfolk, but ac· 
t"ally obfiruCted Citizens in the ordinary Commu­
nication between that and neighbouring Places. His 
Proceedings confiiruted, in Faa, a Blockade of the 
Port; and as real an Invafion of the Country, ac­
cording to the Extent of his Force, a~ if Troops had 
been debarked, and the Town befieged Oft the Land 
Side. 

Was it poffible for the Chief Magi/l:rate of the 
Nation, who felt for its Rights and its Honour, to 

do 
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do lefs than interpofe fome Meafure of PI:ecaution, 
at leaft, ag3infl: the Repetition of Enormities which 
had been {o long uncolltrouled by the Government 
whofe Officers had committed them, and which had 
at lait taken the exorbitant Shape of Hoftility and 
of Infult feen in the Attack on the Frigate Chefa· 
peake? Candour will pronounce that lefs could not 
be done; and it will as readily admit that the Pro­
clamation comprifing that Meafure, could not have 
breathed a more temperate Spirit, nor fpoken in a 
more becoming Tone. How far it has received 
from thofe whofe Intrufions it prohibited, the Re­
[pea due to the National Authority, 0:' been .. dde 
the Oecailon of new Indignities, needs no Explana­
tion. 

The Prefident, having interpofed this precaution­
ary Interdia, loft no Time ill infl:ruCling the Minif. 
ter Plenipotentiary of the United States, to reprefent 
to the Britifh Government the fignal Aggreffion 
which had been committed on their Sovereignty 
and their Flag; and to require the Satisfaaion due 
for it, indulging the Expeaation that His Britannic 
Majefl:y would at once to be 
the trueft Magnanimity as well as the ftriaeft Juf. 
tice, to offer that prompt and full Expiation of an 
acknowledged Wrong, which would re-eftablilh and 
improve, both in Faa and in Feeling, the State of 
Things which it had violated. 

This ExpeCtation was confidered as not only ho­
nourable to the Sentiments of His Majefty, but was 

fupported 



80 

fupported by known Example, III ·;.'i1ich, being the 
complaining Party he had required and obtained, as 
prelin.inary to any Counter-comphints whatever, a 
precife Replacement of Things, in every praCticable 
Circumll:ance, in their pre-exifting Situation. 

Thus, in the Year 1764, Bermudians and other 
Britith SubjeCts, who had, according to annual Cuf­
tom, taken Poffeffion of Turks Wand, for the Searon 
of making Salt, having been forcibly removed with 
their Veffels a,nd Effetrs by a French Detachment 
from the II1and of St. Domingo, to which Turks 
Wand was alledged to be an Appurtenance; the 
Britifh Ambaffador at Pal;s, in purfuance of In­
Il:ruCtions from his Government, demanded. as a 
SatisfaCtion for the Violence committed, that the 
Proceedings fhould be difavowed, the Intention of 
acquiring Turks Wand difclaimed; Orders given 
for the immediate Abandonment of it on the Part 
of the French; every Thing rell:orcd to the Con­
dition in which it was at the Time of the Aggref­
fion; and Reparation made of the Damages which 
any Britifh SubjeCt fhould be found to have full:ain­
ed, according to an Ell:imation to be fettled between 
the Governors of St. Domingo and Jamaica. A 
Compliance with the Whole of this Demand was 
the Rcfult. 

Again, in the Year 1789, certain Englilh Mer­
chant3 having opened a Trade at Nootka Sound on 
the North-well: Coall: of America, and attempted a 

Settlement 
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Settlement at that Place; the Spaniard~, who had 
long claimed that Part of the World as their exc1u­
five Property, difpatched a Frigate from Mexico, 
wh:ch captured Two Engliih Ve/feJs engaged in the 
Trade, and broke up the Settlement on the Coafi. 
The Spanifh Government was the Firfi to complain, 
in this Cafe, of the Intru(lolls committed by the Bri­
tith Merchants; the Britiih Government however, 
demanded that the Velfels taken by the Spanifh Fri­
gate fhould be re{tored and adequate Satisfaction 
granted p,.,'"ia:ls to allY o:ber Difcr!lfion. 

This Demand prevailed; the Spanifh Government 
'agreeing to make full Refioration of the captured 
VelTe1s, and to indemnify the Parties interefied in 
them for the Loffes fuil:ained. They rcfiored alfo 
the Buildings and Tracts of Land, of which the 

'Bririfh Subjects had been difpo/fdl~d. The Britifh, 
however, foon gave a Frollf of the little Value they 
fet on the Po/fellion, by a voluntary Dereliction, 
under which it has fince remained. 

The Cafe which will be noted Ian-, though of a 
Date prior to the Cafe of Nootka Sound, is that of 
Faulkland's Iflands. Thefe Iflands lie about 10:1 

Leagues Eaflw:\l"d of the Strai2:hts of Magellan: 
The Title to them had been a Subject of Contro­
verfy among fcveral of the M;:tritime Nations of 
Europe. From the P011tion of the Iflands and 
other Circumfl:anccs, the Pretenfions of Spain bore 
an adv:mtageous Comparifon with thofe of h€J" Com­
petitors. In the Year T 770, the Britifh took Po{fef~ 

G {ion 
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flon of Port Egmont in one: of the Wands; the 
Spaniards being in PofIeffion of ar.other Pare at the 
Time. and protefling ag<'.l11fl a .settlement by the 
13ritj{]u. The Proteft being withuut Effect, Ships 
.and Troops were fent fronl Buenos Ayres by the 
Governor of that Place, which forcibly difpoffeffed 
and drove off the Brltiih Sett 1:.:rS. 

The Britiih Government, looking entirely to the 
Difpoffeilion by Force, demanl:,J as a fpecifick Cone 
dition of preferving Hanncny between the Two 
Courts, not only the Dila\'()w~ll of the Spaninl Pro­
ceedin~s, but that the Ali:lir:; of that Settlement 
fhould be immediately rdlored to the: precife State 
in which they were, previous to the ;,(t ot Difpof­
feilion. The Spallif1J Gu\',mment made fame 
DifFicullies, rc:quiring particularly a Difavowal on 
the Part of G!e~\l Britaill, of the ConduCt of her 
Officer at Falkland's Wands, which it was all edged 
gave Occdion to the Steps taken by the Spaniih 
Govtj'j\',T. and propo!i.ng an Adjuflment by mutual 
Stipubi, r;~ In the ordinary Form, 

The Reply WdS, that the Moderation of His Bri­
tannick Majcr.:y ha\'ing Jimit~u IIis Demand to the 
[n«,'ldl Reparation he could accept for the Injury 
done, nothing \\ ;;s hJ· tor U;(cllffion bllt the Mode 
of carrying the Dif Hlw:.l allJ RLil itution into Exe­
cution; Rcpard i iGl1 iqf'/.'g its V"hIC ijit be LOlie/ii/Jlla/, 

and to be, :_,<'!ned by any Stipulation whatever from 
the farty injured. 

The 



The Span i~ Governmer..t yielded; the violent 
Proceedin~s (>f its Otlicers were dihvowcd; the 
Fort, the Porr, and everyThing c:re were ~\:;rl'"l [Q 

be immeJi~ltely ,~r1:()l'l"j to the precife Situation 
which had ken diilurbc,:; ai1J ~)urlicate~ of ;Jr­
del's, ilTued ;~'r t;:t> l'urpofe, to the 3panifh OtT!':LT", 
were delivcrC'd into the Hands of One of the Britiil} 
Principal Secrdari,s of Stat~. 

Here again i' ;~ to be remarked, that Sati"El(~ion 
havir'g bem mad::: for t.k f"rcib!e D;:i),)il:~llilm, the 
Inands loft their Importance in the Eye~ or the Bn­
tjfh Government, were in a {hart Time finally eva­
cuated, and Port Egmont remains, with every other 
Part of them, in the Hands of Spain. 

Could flronger Pledges have been given than are 

here found, t~;!t an 1:< 'nour;;hlc and illftanr Repar;1,­
tion would be ma.j,~, in ~1 Cafe .ji!L m;:~' no otherwife 
from thofe recited, than as it fllrniil1ed to the fame 
Monarch of a great Nati·,'l1 an (\ pLlrtunit'y (0 rl'O'iit, 

that adhering always to the f~me immlltabl~ Princi· 
ple, he was as n,aly to do Ri,;ht to others as to re­
quire it for himfdf. 

Returning to the Infl:ru8;nns given to the Mini. 
fier Plenipotenriary of. the UI.ited St2tes Jt .; .. ;pdon, 
I am to obJerve, that the Prefidtnt thcl'gH it juft 
and expedient to infert as a ncee!hry 1!J~:":(!;er:[ j:l 

the Adjufl:ment of the Outrage committed on the 
American Frigate, a Security againll the future 



Pr~aice of Britilh Naval Commanders, in imprdr. 
ing frolll Merchant Ships of the United States on 
the Hit,h Seas, fuch of their Crf.ws as they might 

lllldertake to denomillate Britilh SubjeCts. 

To this Alfociation of the Two SubjeCts, the Pre· 
{ident w~s determined, firfi, by his regarding both 
as relling on kindred Principles, the Immunity of 
private Ships, with the known Exceptions made by 
the Laws of Nations, being as well efl:ahlifhed as that 
of public Ships; and tLere being no Pretext for in­
cluding in thefe Exceptions, the Imprelfment (if it 
could be freed trom its eIlfll"mOUS and notorious 
Abufes ~ of the S ubj'~Cts of a Belligerent, by the Offi­
cers of that Bellip;ere,'lt. The Rights :)f a Bellige­
rent againfl: the Ships of a N Lutral Nation, accrue 
mel elv from the Relation of the Neutral to the other 
Bellignmf, as in conveying to him Contraband of 
War, or in fupplying a blockaded Port. 

The Claim of a Belligerent to fearch for and feize 
0:1 l~('~,d Nentral Velfe]s on the High Seas, Perfons 
unJc," his~;!c·:~iance, doe~ not th..,refore refl: on any 
B~lji::crent Ri!Jll under the Law of Nations, bllt 
('Il a Pra(),~~'!1 ive derived frm Municipal Law; and 
i:lVolves the' c,travagam Suppofition that one Na­
tion has a Right to execute, at all Times and in all 
Ca[e~. its mUnicipal Laws and Rew!lations on board 
the- hips L'f another Nation not being within its ter­
ritor:al Limits. 

The 



'The Prefident was led to the b11e Determination; 
Secondly, by his IL'Gr' of con\'l~ning a panicuI'ar 
Incident into an 0(cai1(111 for rl'm"vill,~ a;lothcr ;ollld 
more extcnfi ve ::iource of D:lllga to the Harmony 
of the Two Cnunt;,ic',;. And, Thirdly, by his Per­
[uafion, that the Li!xr~J;ty of the Propofiticns au­
thorized with this View, \i'Ould not Lil to induce 
the ready Concurrence of I-lis Brit~nnic j\bj,~!ly ; 
and that the more extenfive Source of Irritation .Hld 
Perplexity being removed, a fatiefat10ry Auju!l:ment 
of the particular Incident ,,"uulLI be the Ids diflicult. 
The PrefiJent flill thinks that fuch would have: been 
the Tendency of the Mode. for which he had pro­
vided; and he cannot therefore but n:;~rct, that the 
Door was {hut againft the Experiment bv the pe­
remptory RefuLI of 1\lr. Canning to aclmit it into 
Di1Cuilion, even in the moft inforn,al :\'1. nner, as 
was fuggefted by 1\lr. !viunroe. 

The Preficlent felt the greater Rcn:rt as the Step 
he had taken t,)\\:Li",L, a more enlarged and bfiing 
Accommodation, became thus a 2~'r to the AdjuH:­

ment of the particular and recent _A<~,rd1iCJn ,,-hicIl 
had been committed aQ;ainft the l In,t "::i:,t(s. ll,~ 

foand, however, an Alleviation i;l the !ic;n;f[cd Pnr­
pofe Qf His Britannic ~,;aidty, to diJr'~c \v;;h this 
Adjuftment a Special Minion tC' the 1, jiil.'J SUL::", 

which, reflriB:ed as it \\":l:;, r,:i::r c! te indicJk a 
Difpofition from which a lihu,! and conciliatory 
Arrangement of one great Object, at leafl:, mi.c:;ht 

be confidently effected. 
In 
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In this Confidence, your An-ivaI was awaited with 
every friendly Solicitude, and our fira Interview 
having opened the "\V:1)', by an .-\quiefcence in the 
Separ:ltion of the two Cafes infiaed all by His Britan­

nic I\Tajc:l:y, 110( \",i(hfbnd;:l~~ the {hong Grounds on 
,Yhi~h they bad been unite,l by the Prdident, it was 

not doubted, that a Tender of the Sati~faaion 
cL:;;~,ed by the United States for a dilhnguif.hed and 
~u ;ccl:nowledged LJ{ulr by one uf His Officers, 
,,(.:,lj immediately follow. 

It \'.-as notthuc:\,~ey"jth()uta n;;-yp:!inful Surprize. 
t"~ ~ tLe Error of this ESFLtt~Hio~~ \";~~s difcovere:d. 
L.~~d of the Sal;~12.d[c'il due {IC;;l the original 
.~gi;n-!l'"r, i: \\:'') al;:;cune,c~ that the fira Step to­
\. ::rC:s [';t;: At;julbuent mu;]: proc~cLl from the Party 
i:lj<.:rcJ ; and your Letter now krore me formally 
;"TtaL, that as 1r,:F'; as the i':cLullation of the 

[i,iide]:t, \"Lie!, i;"'ltc(~ en the 2d July IS':)7, {hll 
b~ in force, it will be an idup~,,,Llc Obfiacle to a 
Hegociation even on the S,·i;i<~'t of the Aggreffion 
",chich p·tc . .=dcJ it; in other \"fords, that the Pro­
cL'.:'~li:u" 11mfi be rut Gl:[ of r-,,":~, before an Ad­
jufunwt of the A~.:;;·Lfji(;a G\I1 l;c; taken into Difcuf­
fien. 

I 1 •• 'C' d r: j" 11 c.':p,::,lt::ng t,1e ,roun S 01 t IlS ;;;xtrao!"dinary 
DelH<\lld, it i" ,:l;d:;Ld to be fU:'j,,_,l'ted by the Coil: 
flderJtions, that the Proceeding and Pretenfion of 
tbe cJ{;~.:ndin::,; Officer has been difavowed; thaI 
g'_:,u~l .'."u,ar.ct's were given of a Difpofition and 

IntentioIl. 



lntention in Bis Britannic Majefl:y to make Satis­
faction; that a Special Minifl:er was difpatched with 
Promptitude, for the PUl"pofe of carrying into Effdl: 
this Difpofition, and that you have a perfonal Con­
vifrion that the parricular Terms, which you are 
not at Liberty previoufly to difclofe, will be deemed 
by the United States fatisfaCl:ory. 

With refpeCt to the DifavowaI, it would be unjuft 
not to regard it, as a Proof of Calldour and , ll~ity 
towards the United States, and s i()me Prei"age of 
the voluntary Reparation which it implieth to L-' ,: ,,:. 

But the Difavowal can be the leis coafoundeJ :':h 
the Reparation itfelf; !lncc it ''''<is futliciently reo 
quired by the Rt'fptCl: '.\~1i;.:h Great Bri~ain OWc"d to 
her own Hunour, it being i,.npo;:ible that an en· 
lightened Gc,vcrn;;;e:Jt, bad Hoflility been medi. 
tated, WOLllJ have commenced it in fuch a Manner, 
and in the midfl of exiiliL:; Prufeffions of feac~ 
and FriendHlip. She owd it ~.lC:) to Confifl:ency 
with the Difavowal,'n a former Occal1on, in '.' \i.-h 
the fam:': Prete-nDoll ha,l been enrorr :l; by a Britifu 
Squadron oS:lin!t the Sloop of "-V,lr BJ.ltimvre be. 
lopging to the United ~:;ltcs, and finally to the In­
tereft which Grear Britain h<!s, wore than ~~'ly other 
Nation, in difclaiming a Principle which w;)uld ex· 
pofe her fupe. ior N Ilmb~r (If Ships of "Val' to [0 

many Indignities from inferior i"Javies. 

As little can the general AfTurances that Repa­
ration would be made, claim a Return which could 

C4 plOJlCrly 
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properly follow the a8:ual Reparation only. They 
cannot amount to more than a Difpofition, 0r at 
moft a Promife, to do what the Aggreifor may deem 
a Fulfilment of his Obligation. They do not 
prove even a Difpofiticn to do what may be fatisfac­
tory to the injured Party, who cannot have lefs than 
~n equal Right to decide on the Sufficiency of the 
Redrefs. 

In difpatching a fpecial Minif1:er for the Purpofe 
of adjulling the Difference, the United States ought 
cheerfully to acknowledge all the Proof it affords on 
the Part of His Britannic Majefty, of his pacific 
Views towards the United States, and of his RefveCl: 
for their Friendfllip. But \\ hilft they could not, 
under any Circu m {lances, allow to the M eafure 
more than a certain Participation in an honourable 
Reparation, it is to be recolleaed that the avowed 
and primary Objea of the Miffion, was to fubftitute, 
for the more e:tended Adju!lment propoJed by the 
United State& at London, a Sfparation of the Sub­
jech, as preferred by His Britannic lVIaje!ly, and 
you well know, Sir, how fully this ObjeCl: was 
accompliilied. 

With refpt8: to the perfena! ConviClion which 
you have expreifcd, that the Terms, which you 
decline to difdofe would be fatisfactory to the 
United States, it is incumtent on me to obfL"rve, 
that with the highe!l re[peCl for your Judgment, 

and the moft perfeCt Confidence in your Sincerity, 

an 
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an infuperab!e ObjeCtion manifefl:ly lies to the Ac. 
ceptance of a perfonal and unexplained Opinion, in 
place of a Difclofure which would enable this Go­
vernment to cxu-Life its own Judgment, in a Cafe 
affecting fo effentially its Honour and its Rights. 
Such a Conrfe of Proceeding would be without Ex­

ample, and there can be no Hazard ill faying, that 
one will never be afforded by a Government which 

refpetl:s itfC\f as much as yours jufl:ly does, and 

therefore can never be reafonably expeCted from 
one, which refpeCts itfelf as much as this has a Right 
to do. 

I forbear, S!,', to cnlar;c: on the intrinfic Incon­
gruity of the Ex?cdient propofed; but I mull be 
allowed to rC:j·,::d~, as an <1cl,]:ci,)nal i\dmonitioll of 
the fin:::u!ar Jl1d f'lortifying Pe~plexity in which a 
CCIY';:,iianc'; llli)it involve the l';·~h.;c:~t, that there 
are in the Letter of 1\lr. Canning, communicating 
to Mr. i\T:)TIr0e the f?ecial A1d:ion to ~he Uniud 
States, pre:;nant Indications tIc:,t (ltber Q:.drions 
and Conditi(Jl1s may h,\\'e been c~~tcmplateJ, which 
would be fClli'.:] utterly jrrcC')~~ci:( ,.Ue w;th the 
Sent:ments of this f'b,:m. 

If neither any nor all thefe Conudtrations can 
fufl:ain the Feliminary Demand Jl,:\ue in your Com. 
munication, it rem:1ins to be fem \\ hether fuch ~ 

Demand refl:s, with greater Advanta~e, on the more 
precife Ground on which you finall] feem t\l 
place it. 

The 



The Proclamntioll is confidered as a hollile Mea~ 
fure, alld a Difcontinuance of it, as due to the Dif­
continuance of the AggrelIion which led to it. It 
has been fufficiently {bewn that the Proclamation, as 
appears on the Face of it, was pn,duced by a Train 
of Occurrences terminating in the Attack on the 
Amt:rican Frigate, and not by this lall alone. 

To a DC'land, therefore, that the Proclamation be 
revoked, it would be perfectly fair to oppofe. a De­
mand that Redrefs be fl:-:t given for the numerous 
Irregularitie;; which preceded the AggrdIion on the 
American L':gatc, as well as I;)r this particular Ag­
greilioll, and that effectual Controul be interpofed 
;',l':ail1fl r~ CF' titions of them. And as no fuch Re­
IlnJs has b Ul givcrt fur tIle' pil, Ilolwithftanding 
the Lapfe of Time which has taken place, nor any 
fuch ~eCl;ril\' :01' the future, notwithflanding the 
t1l1dimiuilhed l~ealonablenefs of it; it follows, that 
:\ (ontinuancc of the Proclamation would be con­
fiHent W:l!1 an entire Difcontinuance of one only of 
tile O,Clirrt:;,C~~ from which it proceeded. 

But it is not ncct£fary to avail the Arguments of 
this View or the Cafe, although of itfdf entirely 
conclufivc. Had the Proclamation been founded 
on the fl:1g1c ;~,rdlioll committed on the Chefa­
peake, ar!J. \',::;'-: it admitted that the Difconlinu­
;;lIce of th,:, 1\.~;sr(5on merely, ga\'e a Claim to the 
;Di,l.,~;t;;il:~,nce of t1:e Proclamation, the Claim 
v, '" .:;J. be defeated by the incontellable FaCt, that 

til,,: Aggl'dlion ha;; l!ut been difcontinued. 

[~ 



It has never ceared to exill:, and is in Exill:ence ~t 
this l\Iomcat. Need I remind you, Sir, that the 
Seizure and Ai"port<ltion of the Seamen belonging 
to the Crew uf the Chefapeake elUered into the 
vcry FiLr,(~ l'; that "'-~o,rcHion; that with an E:l::­
ccpti(';1 of the Vi(lim to a Trial, forbidden by the 
moil: foL.:mn Conlideraliolls, and Greatly aggravat­
ing the Guilt of its Author, the Seamen in Queflion 
are flill rd:\i;,~d, :1r.li cOllfc:qt!ently tlut the Ag­
gr-.:Ji.):1. if in llJ other RefpeCt, is by thatACt alone 
,UI c 'nl;;H' d in for :c. 

If t':::: \,'i~ws which na\'e been taken of the Sub­
jt~'c, have the Ju{'meCs \\hi,\ they claim, they \\ill 
nre {hewn, that ~q no Ground ·,';h:,[('va can an 
i\"nuii:~~;,t of lll'~ Froclan1<!tion of :::J July Lc: rca­
f0~.l,-'~~ly !"cqui"~',-i, ;:.~ a Prt·!iil1i~1~--.ry [0 the Negocia­
tion with ,::hi:;! you are charged. On the contrary, 
it clearly refults from a ::Lcml'c?:lCC: to tlie Caufes 
J.l~"i ObjeCt of thePrt·clJ.mar:rn, thr, as \\'JS at firft 
intimated, (he fTnl"geit S~,!1di()n~ of Great Britain 
bC:l,;'elf would [llr.r)O~t i h·~ Dcrn:l!~d, tInt previous to 
a DifcufIion or :l,e i\"'C IJG1:::;·.:1 due SatisfaCtion 
{hauld be li1,",;C to the U".il,~d ~tates: that this Sa­
ti3Lu]il;1l ough: to extend tel all the \,'.'r('l!'~~.'; \' .. l~;ch 

preceded and i ,:"' J':!'1u:d tL,t .\.""~ aIld that C\'en Ii. 
miting the ?,lr:;'its of the ()!:~!r>';l t3 the lingle ]~> 
latioa of the P;oc!amati·.ll:-ro the \\'ro:',; c~mmi,­
tI;;.J in t11e Att.~=k on ::IC A!11~lican Yrj~a"''::, :1' d d~­

ciding the QU::i1:iJ'1 oc the Pr;"riple ['tat a Di[con­
tinuance of the latter required 01 Ri,sht a Difccnti. 
nuance of the for:n'2r, nO!,hi!lg J:;r:,;,\r~ th~:t l1l'('S 



not leave fuch a Prdimieary defiitute of every 

Foundation which couid be affumed for it. 

With a Right to dra," this C:onclufion, the Pre­
.fident might have inflruc1ed me to clofe this Como. 
munication with the Reply iblccl in the beginning 
of it; and pcr:13ps il: Ll~:.il~g this Courfe, he would 
only have confulted a S~nftbility to which maft Go­
Yernments would, in fl" h a Cafe, have ~'ielded. 
But adhering to the ~\l()Jlnli(;n by which he has 
been invariably guidLd, and anxious t,) refcue the 
Two Nations from the Circum{(clDces under which 
an abortive J{fue to your l\UEOll necdEtrily places 
them, he has authorized me, in the Eve'lt of your 
difclofing the Terlll~ of R~IL1ratioi!, which yuu be. 
lieve will be fa6factory, and on its appearing that 
they are 1'0, to confider this Evidu:ce of the Juftice 
of His Britannic Majtfly z.s a Pledge for an effec­
tual Inttrpofition with refpcCl: to all the ALd:~S, 
againft a Recurrence of which the Prociamation 
was mcant to provide; ar:ci to proceed to concert 
with you a Revocation of that Aci, bearing the fz.me 
Date with the Act of Rcparatiun to which the 
United States are entitled. 

I am not unaw.lre, Sir, that according to the 
View which you ;!ppcar to h2.ve Llken of your In­
n fucl ions, [lich a Courfe of Pr, )ceeding has not 
becI1 contt'lllPJattd by them. It i~ pallible, never­
thelefs, that a Re-examination of the Spirit, in which 
I am \\-:11 perfLladed it will be made mav dilCover , . 

them 
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them to be not inflexible to a Propofition, in ro 
high a Degree liberal and concili:ttory. In every 
Event, the Prefident, in authorifing it, will have 
manifef1:ed his Willingnefs to meet your G wern­
ment. on a Ground of Accommodation, which 
fpares to his Feelings, howe\'er mifapplied he may 
deem them, every Concefiion, not effentially due 
to thofe which muil be equally refpeCted; and 
confequently will have de;'l.Jl1i~raled, that the very 
ineligible PoPmre giv'2Jl td fo important a SubjeCt, 
in the Rdations of the two Countries, by the un. 
fuccefsful Termin~~ion of your MilIion, can b~ reo 
ferred t.) no ('t1<<o::< Source: than the rigorous Re­
Ilrii:l:ions under wllich it \VJS to be executed. 

I make no Apology, Sir, for the long Interval 
between the Date of your Lett"'\" :'ilJ that under 
which I write. It is rendewl unnecdTary by your 
Knowledge of the Ci!"cumflances to which the De­
lay is to be aiCribed. 

'Vith high Confideration, &c. 

G. H. Rofe Efquire, 
&c. &c &c. 

(Signed) James Jvladi./on. 



Sir, 
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LETTER from Mr. Rofe to Mr. Madifon, 
dated "\Vafllington, 17th March lSc8. 

BEING deeply impreffed with the Senfe of I1::; 
l\Iajefly's Anxiety, that full EfFeCt flloulJ be 

given to thofe Views of Juftice and Modtration, by 
'\!,'hich His ConciuCt h:\s been l\.'~lllatcd through tile 
\'v hole of the ul'h: tunate TranfaCl:ion "hence the 
prefent Differences have arifc1; ~,nd of the l:ciLip_ 
poinlment of which be woulJ lnm the Fruftration 
of His jufl and (qu;t~Lle Fllrpo[cs; I have felt it 
iEct:l'lbent UFC~l me, on the K,~~,~ir,t of the Letter 
'which y()U did me ,he II, 111')Ur to aJJn:[s to me on 
the 5th LJilant, to ar:'iy ,U1C,,," (0 this Matter the 
moft ample and feriolls Conilderation. It is with 
t:~e mofl F,inflll Stllfatiolls of Regret that I find 
myfelf, on the Reful" ~nder the N eceGity of de­
ciiniJ'g to critc:l" into the Terms of the Negoci;"ion, 
"h:ch, by r;'i;,:['(ion uf the Prdiuellt of (he United 
St:\te~, you i:: .. rc:in offer: Ido not feel myLlf com· 
petent in lhctcr~fent Infbnce to dcpart 1':'~][J1 tho[e 
InfiruCtio;}s which I flated in my LWer of the 6th 

of Janu:lry lafl, and which preduJe me frm,1 ac­

ceding to the Condition tbus propofed. I fhould 

add, that I am abfolutdy prohibited from Clltering 

u}X)!1 IVlatters ul1conn('Cl:cd with the fpecific Obiea 
1 am authorized to difcu[s. much Ids can I thus 

give 
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give any Pledge concerning them. The Condition 
rug.'~dlcJ, moreover, lc"lis to the direct Inference, 
that the Proclamation of the Prefident of the United 
States of the zd of July I::; 07, i,. ,:.;,ltai!lcd either 
as an Equivalent for Rq·:::·.·tion f;)r the Time being, 

or as a Compul/joll to make it. 

It is with the more profou:1d R:~!"et, i}]~t I feel 
myfelf under th.: Neceflity of '.:e'lOlriL;:':, tint I :!I1l 

unaHc to J':[ upon the Terms thu~ propoJ(;d, "s it 
bee"!'les my DUlY to int.!I";n you, in (,o1lturmity to 
my hl~lrucl:tons, that on the Rtj:,i.m of the De­
maud Hated in my former Letter on the Part of fIis 
Majefl:y, my Miflion is l';;":;lin:.tcJ, And, z.s 'lis 
Majefl:y's Government, in pro\·irling me with ('jure 
Initrudions, did not CIW':l\',', til:lt :II't: the Decla­
ration of his S-:ntimC:ilLs r,. ;:), Ctin,C; the Afi~irs or: 'l(! 

Chefapeake was made klllll'.;, (0) tt:is Govt:mmenr, 
the State of my rrdl1l~1l'1 ;')JlS ,.:.:ilcF ':,-:; or unter­
minated between the Two Nat:u'::; C 'JU jufl:ify the 
Perfeycrance in the EnforcclUC'll: u!" [he Piciident's 
Proclamation, I can exercifc no "'.;:cn,:lLUIl on this 

Pomt. 

As on a former Occafio!1 r dct;;ibl, though mi. 
nutely, the Motives for that de;" .ad on the Part 
of His lVIajefl:y, wr.:ch I with [J much COl1cem 
learn to be deemec. inacimii1ibk by [he GO\'trn­

ment of the United States ; I ihould h_'re ab· 
{lain from an Expoiltion of them, wliic1l vifiHy can 
have no further EffeCt upon the Nc",,)'~ial;ouJ If I 

did 



did not ,1,(", it effential that they {honld not be left 
under' any T\Iib)prehen{!on which I might be able to 
remove. I fhall therefore take a {hon Reyiew of 
the TranLltl::)Jl which has given Rife to thc:;'c Dif­
cuiIions, in order the more correCtly to derermine 
t1;;: Souildnefs of the Prin~ji-'!:; on w11i(;1 that De­
mand is made. 

Certain D~[aters from His M:\jdly's Navy, many 
()f them His natural-born Subjects, having entered 
into the Service of the U nited'-L"t':s, were repeat­
~d~:; and fruitlefsly demanded by the Brilifh Officers 
of the Recruiting Officers of the United States, but 
were rei aii'ed in their new Service. As it was a 
Maller of N otoriet)" that feveral of thefe Deferters 

were on board the Fi:r>;;j'C of the United States the 
Chcfapc':1kc, they w·cr:: dcE1anded of that Frigate 
on t!:,: High Sas by Hi, ]'I';ajd~y's Ship Leopard, 
and ;dl Knov.ledge of their Pn:::tnce on hoard being 
lJellied, ih? was ::ttxl:eJ, and Four of them, One 
avoy;-::cil:: a native En;C;li!:m1an, were tak~n out of 
hc'i'. Y/ilbol1t hci!1g dcklTl'ti by the Confideration 
('; how far (~ir(limft.\I'C,-~ hoHiic: i,l [IJ,~ii" Nature had 
prow'ked, though the:, \lL~ollUed!y by no Means 
5Idt;~,:, this Aft of the B!:Ldh O:llcer; His Ma­
jd~y':; G',\I,_:w;,r>m dirccl::J, th2t 2. pufitive Difa­
vowa! of the Rii-iht of Search ~!,(;rted in this Cafe, 
and of the /0_,:1: of the l~ritifh Officer as being unau­
thoi'i;-iCc:, ;\:ld ~ Pt'Omife of r: c ~'~i.r,:li,m, {hould be 
conveyed to tbe American ;"Iinifler i;l Lundon, be­

fo re he had jLl.:''':~ any Repre1'ellt;.:tion by on;ler of 

the 
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the United States. This Difavowal, made on thl!: 
2d of Augufl Ian, was tranfmitted by him to hIS 
Government before the 6th of that Month. But 
before Mr. Monroe ha.i received his Orders to de­
mand Reparation, His Majefty learnt, with what 
Surprize it is needlefs to dwell upon, that the Prefi. 
dent of the United States had interdiCted by Procla­
mation, bearing Date the 2d of July 1807, ~he En­
try of all their Ports to the Whole of His Navy. 
This Surprize was certainly increafed, when, in the 
Letter delivered by that Minifler to require Redrefs 
for the \Vrong, although it went into DetaiL; un­
conneCted with it, not only no Concern was expreffed 
on the Part of the United States, at having felt them­
felves compelled to enaCt Meafures of fo much In­
jury and Indignity towards a friendly Power, but no 
Mention was made of the Caufes of fuch Meafures 
being reforted to, or even of the FaCt of their having 
been adopted. In Addition to the Embarralfment 
arifing from thefe Circumftances, and the Infuffi­
deney of the Explanations fubfequently given to 
Mr. Canning, the IntroduCtion of a SubjeCt foreign 
to that of the Complaint became the main Impedi­
ment to the Succefs of the Difcuffions which took 
Pla.ce in London. \Vhen I had the Honour to opell 
the Negociation with you, Sir, as I had learnt tha. 
the Prefident's Proclam. was fiill in Force, it 
became my Duty, conformably to my InflruCtions, 
to require its Recall as a Preliminary to further Dif. 
cuffion; had it not hen in Force, I was not ordered 
to have taken it into Confideration in the Adjufi-

H ment 



ment of Repal"ation, and it was confidered as hardly 
pollible, that it fhould not have been recalled imme­
diately upon the Knowledge of His Majefi:y's Dif­
avowal of the Attack upon the Chefapeake, as an 
unauthorized Aa. But His Majefi:y could not {uffer 
the Neg0ciation to be carried on in His Behalf under 
an lnterdia, which, even if jufi:ifiable in the FirIl: 
Moment of Irritation, cannot be continued after the 
Declaration of His Majefi:y's Sentiments upon the 
Tranfaaion, except in a Spirit of Hofi:ility. 

It might have been fairly contended, that, in th& 
Firfi: lnfi:ance, the Exercifeof f~ch an Aa of Power 
before Reparation was refufed or unduly protraaed, 
was incompatible with the Purpofes and Effence of 
pacific Negotiation, and with a Demand of Redrefs 
through that Channel; but fuch have been His Ma­
jefi:y's conciliatory Views, that thii Argument has 
not been infified on, although it might now he the 
more forcibly urged, as it appears that the Govern­
ment of the United States was from the Firfi fenfi­
hie, that even had the Hofi:ility heen meditated by 
the Britifh Government, it would not have com­
menced it in fucb a Manner. .But the Exception 
taken, is to the Enforcement rontinued up to the 
prefent Time, of Mea[ures .• highly u!lfriendly in their 
Tendency, perfifi:ed in; JI<n" only after the Difavowal 
in Quefi:ion, the Promife of the Proffer of fuitable 
Reparation, and the renewed Affurances of His 
Majefiy's amicable Difpofition, but after Security has 
been given in a publick Inftrument, bearing bate 
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the 16th of Oaober 1807, that the Claim to the 
Seizure of Deferters from the national Ships of other 
Powers, cannot again be brought forward by His 
Majefty's Naval Officers; it is unnecelfary to dwell 
upon the Injury and Indignity to which His Majcfl:y's 
Service is expofed, both as touching the Freedom 
and Security of Correfpondents of his Agents and 
accredited Minifl:ers in the United States, or as re­
fl1lting from a l\Ieafure which, in Time of War, ex­
cludes the Whole of His Navy from all their Ports, 
which Ports are completely open to the Fleets of His 
Enemies; it will be fuflicient to obferve, that even 
where Exemptions from it are granted, they are 
made fubjeCl: to fuch Conditions, that of the Three 
laft Britilh Ships of Vlar which have entered thefe 
Ports upon Publick Bufinefs, Two of them, His 
Majefty's Ship Statira, having on board a Minifl:er 
fent out for the Adjufl:ment of the prefent Differ­
ences, and a Schooner bearing Difpatches, in con· 
fequence of their Inability to procure Pilots, were 
obliged to enter thefe Waters without fuch Affifl:­
ance, and were expofed to confiderable Danger. 
Great Britain, by the Forms efl:ablilhed, could re. 
pair the WlOng committed, even to the SatisfaClion 
of the United States, no otherwife than by the 
Channel of Negociation; yet the avowed diftinClly 
that a Wrong was commial. and that the was ready 
to make Reparation for if; i[ cannot therefore be 
contended, that the unavoidable Dela.y of aClual 
Reparation fubjeCl:ed her to the Imputation of per­
filling in an Aggreffion which was difclaimed from 
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the firll; if this is true, however' much !he will 
regret any Impedimtnt in tile Adjaftment of a, Dif. 
terenc« ill which the Feelings of a Nation are (0 
materially interefted; can lhe confif1:ently with a 
due Care of her own Honour and lnterefts, allow it 
to be concluded on her Part, under an Adherence 
to a Conduct which has a decided Character of En­
mity in the Proceedings held towards her by the 
other Party. 

I know not iri what View the Perfeverance in the 
Prelident's Proclamation up to this Moment can be 
confidered, but in that of a Meafure of Retaliation, 
or of felf-atfumed Reparation;, or a Meafure in­
tended to compel Reparation; unlefs if it be that, 
which, if I rightly underfiand, you define it to be, 3, 

Meafure of Precaution. 

If, when a Wrong is committed, Ret:>.liation is in­
fiantly reforted to by the injured Party, the Door' to 
pacific Adjuf1:ment is cloffOd, and the Means of Con­
ciliation are precluded. The Right to demand Repa­
ration is incompatible with the Affumption oNto 
\Vhen Parties are in a State of mutual HL,fiiliry, they' 
are fo far on a footing, and as fuch they may treat; 
but a Party difclaiming every unfriendly Intenrion,' 
and giving unequivocal Proofs of an amicable Dif. 
pofition, cannot be expected to troo.t with another 
whofe Conduct toward~ it has the direct Effects of 
actual Hofiility. If then the: Enforcement of the 
Prefident's Proclamation, up to the prefent Moment, 
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is a Meafure of felf-affumed Reparation, it is di­
realy repugnant to the Spirit and Faa of amicable­
Negociaticn: if it is a Meafure to compel Repara. 
tion it is equally fo; and by the Pe&verance in it, 
Great Britain is difpenfed with the Duty of proffering 
Redrers. But, if it is a Meafure of Precaution, in 
order to fecure Reparation, or in order to compel it, 
it falls under the Objections I have juft ftated. If 
it is a Precaution adopted as a Guard againft ACl:s of 
Violence apprehended on the Part of His Majefty's 
Naval Officers, it furdy cannot be confidered as be­
ing as effectual a Security as that arifing from the 
renewed Affurances of His Majesty's friendly Difpo­
fition, which imply a due ObferY"ance of the Rights 
of Nations with which Great Britain is in A,mity, 
by all Perfons holding Authority under His Ma­
jefty's Government; fru'l the Difavowal of tlle 
Pretention of theSearch of national Ships; and from 
the further Affurance of that D; .. lvowal given in His 
Majefiy's Proclamation of the 16th of October laft ; 
neither under thefe concurrent Circumfta~ces can 
the Plea of Neceffity be maintained; and it fuch a 
P-toceeding has not the Plea of Ncceffity, it affumes 
the Charac1er of Aggreffion. If thefe concurrent 
Securities againfi fuca. an Apprehenfion havf; any 
Value, the Neceffity no longer exifts: if they are 
of no Value, Negociation cannot be atteulrted, as 
the Balis upon which it refts, the mutual Confidence 
of the two Parties, would be wholly wanting. 

From the Moment after the unfortunate Affair of 
the Chefapeake, that His MajeUy's Naval Com. 
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mandel's in there Waters had afcertained that they 
were fafe from the Effervefcence of that popular 
Fury, and under which the moIl: glaring Outrage& 
were committed, and by which they were very na­
turally leed to the Suppofition that they were ObjeCl:s 
of particular Hoflility, and that a State of War 
againfl them, requiring Precautions on their Part, 
had commenced, no ConduCl: has been imputed to 
them which could vindicate the Neceffity of main.., 
taini!lg in force the Prefident's Proclamation. Since 
that Time, fuch of thofe Officers as have been ne~ 
ceffitated by the Circumflances of the War to re­
main in thefe Waters, have held no Communication 
with the Shore, except in an Infl:ance too trifling to 
dwell upon, and inflantly difavowed by the Com­
mandi~g Officer; and they have acquiefced quietly 
in various Privations, highly prejudidal to the Ser­
"ice they were upon, and in confequence of an In­
terdiCl:, which had they been regardlefs of their Du­
ties towards a S~ate in Amity with their Sovereign, 
and had they not carefully repreffed the Feelings, 
its Tone and Language had a direCl: Tendency to 
provoke in theul. would have rather excited than 
have averted the Evils it was flated to be intended 
to prevent; were they regardful of there Duties it 
was unneceffary : -hOld they felt themfelves obliged 
completely to evacuate the "Vaters of the United 
States, efpecially whilfl: an Ent;my's Squadron was 
harboured in them, they could have done it; but 
under the Admiffion of hoflile Compl,llfion, and 
v.nder fuch Compulfion calTiedinto full Effect, His 
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lVIajefry could not have dilfembled the Extent of the 
Injury received. 

In the fevcral Cafes adduced, in which Great 
Britain required certain Preliminaries, previoufly to 
entering into Negociation, /he regulated her Conduct 
by the fame Principles to which fhe now adheres, 
and refufed whilfr no Hofrility was exhibiteu on her 
Part, to treat with Powers whofe Proceedings de­
noted it towards her; and who maintained their 
Right in what they had alfumed. 

From the Confiderations thus offered, I tru(\: that 
neither the order of Reafon or that uf Ufage are in 
Contradiction to the Demand I have urged, nor am 
I aware how the order of Time oppofes the Revoca. 
tion, in the firfr lnfrance, of that ACt, which affects 
injuriouily one of the Parties, and is ftill avowed by 
by the other. 

The Subject is thus p-c[ented to you, Sir, in the 
Light which it was natural that it {houlu offer itfelf 
to His Majdly's Government. It c€rtainly con· 
ceived the Prefident's Proclamation to reft chiefly, 
and mofr materially, upon the Attack mace upon 
the Frigate of the United States, the Chefapeake, by 
His Majell:y's Ship [he Leopard, although other 
Topics were adduced as Accelfaries. In this Ap· 
prehenfion it may be held to have been fufficiently 
warranted, by the precife Time at which, and th~ 
Circumftances under which it was iiTued, and by its 
whole Context, and the more [0, as the lmpulfe 

II t ].Imler 



( f04~ ) 

under which it was drawn up,'appears·toh:rVe been 
fo fuclden as to have precluded a due Examination 
of all the Grounds of Allegation contained in it. 
And here I beg Leave to affure you, tnat with reo 
fpea t<l the Spirit and Tone of that Inflrument, it 
would be highly fatisfactory to me, if I could feel 
myfdt juftified in exprdIing, on the Part of Hi 
Majdl:y, any Degree of Coincidence with the 
Opinions YOll have anounced, or when thus ap­
pe-aled to, and making ev~ry t\llowance for th(: 
Irritation of the fVloment, I could diffemble 
the extreme Surprize experienced by Great 
Britain, that the Government of a friendly Nation. 
f:ven before an amicable Demand of Reparation was 
made, and yet meaning to make that Demand, 
fhould have iffued an Edict direcring Meafures of In­
jury very difproportiomte to what it knew was an 
unauthorized Offence, and both ill its Terms and itll 
Purport fo injurious to the Govemment to which 
that Demand was to be addreffed, and tending to 
call Lrth, in both Nations, the Feelings under WhiCR 
a friendly Adjuftment would be the moIr difficult. 
But if, as I learn from you, Sir, the Proclamation 
refts fuhftanti3lJy on other Caufes, it is then pecu­
li~rly to be regretted, that together with theDemand 
fo)" R.;urt:f8 made in September laft, the Govern ... 
ment of the United States did not think fit to offer a 
:N egociation, or an Explanation of fo momentous a. 
Meafure,or to declare that its Recall mull be more or 
lef's connected with the Adjufiment of other al/edged 
Wrongs. Neither did it think it neceffary to return 
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any .Aftr~r to the Remonftrance given in by Hig 
Majefty's Envoy at Wathint/'n on .he l)th July 
1807, in which he reprdentt'.j "that he c"nfi:lered 
~, that Interdiction to be 10 unfriendly in i,~ Object, 
"and fo injurious in its Confequences to His Ma­
"jefl:y's Interefl:s, !hat he could not refrain fran, 
"expreffing the mofl: fineerC;' Regret that it ever 
" lhould have been ii1llid, and moil earne!Uy depre­
" eating its being enforced." 

It could not be fuppofed that a CircumJhnee of 
fo great Weight could b~ overlooked by His Ma­
jefl:y's Government, in determining the Line of Con­
dua to be held in the N egociation: and as little 
could it be expected to pafs it over, when on the 
Failure of the Difcuffion with Mr. Monroe, it direct­
ed a Special Miffi@ to be fent to the United States. 
It had the lefs Reafon to ima)ne that any other 
Grievances could be connected with that for the 
Adjufi:ment of which I am empGwered to negociate, 
as Mr. Monroe, in his Letter to Mr. Canning of the 
t9th July lalt, had fl:ated with refpect '0 other Sub­
jects of Remonflrance, that it was improper to min­
gle them with the prefent mor~ ferious Caufe of 
Complaint, an Opinion to which Mr. Canning de­
clared his perfect Alrent in his Letter to that Mi­
nifl:er of the 2d of the fubfequent Month, fo that 
this ACt was left as tingle and dillinct, to be tingly 
and diflinaIy confidred. - Hs Maje::y't: Go\'ern­
ment, therefore, could not comiflently with any View 
pf the Subject then before it, or indeed with the jull: 
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Objea of my Miffion, direCt or empower me to en· 
ter upon Matters not conneCted with that of the 
Chefapeake; and they could with the lefs Propriety 
do it, as in order to render the Adjufiment of Dif. 
ference3 of fm:h a Nature the more eafy and the 
more confpicuous, the Minifiers charged efpeci~lly 
with fuch Offices have been, with few if any Excep­
tions, refiriCted to the precife Affair to be nego.. 
ciated. With refpeCt, therefore, to thofe other Caufes 
of Complaint upon which YOll inform me that the 
Prefident's Proclamation refts, I cannot be fmniihc:d 
'With Documents enabling me either to admit or to 
controvert thofe Statements of Crievance, foreign 
to the Attack upon that Ship, contained in your Let­
ter, or authorized to difcufs the Matters themfelves.. 
I lhall therefore not allow myrelf to offer fuch Com­
ments as my perfonal Knowledge of fome of thofe 
Tranfaclions fuggcft to me, aithough their Tendency 
would materially affeCt both the marked MaImer in 
'which thofe TranfaCtions are pourtrayed, and the 
difadvanrageom Lights in which ms Majdl:y's Go­
'Vernment is reprefented to have aCted refpeaing 
them. I am moreover led to the Perfuafion that 
my Government will be the more eafily able to ref­
cue itfelf from Inculpation, by the Inference arifing 
from Paffages in Mr. Monr..:.e's Letter to Mr. Secre­
tary Canning of the 29th of September laft, that 
the Differences unhappily exifting between the two 
Nations were in a Train of Adjuftment. 

If His lVIajefty has not permitted me to enter into 
the Difcuilion of the Search of Neutral Merchant 
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Ships for Britifh Seamen, together with the Adjufl­
ment of the Amount of Reparation for the Attack 
upon the Chefapeake; it was no wife with the View 
of precluding the further Agitation of that Queflion 
at a fuitable Time; but it was that the NegociJtion 
might be relieved from the Embarraffment arifing 
from the ConnectIOn of the prefent \ I atter with the 
One fo foreign to it; and, as it was but too well 
known, fo difficult to be ddjufled, of a Right dif­
tinctly difclaimeJ, with one which Great Britain has 
at all Times afTerted of enforcing her Claim to the 
Services of her Natural.born Subjects, when found 
on board Merchant Vefrels of othEr Nations; a 
Claim which !he founds on the hinciple of Univer­
fal Law, which gives to the !)tate the Right of re­
qUirIng the Aid and AlIifl:ance of her native Citi­
zens. 

The Recurrence, therefore, to that Courfe of Ne­
gociation which had been originally fettled between 
Mr. Secretary Canning and Mr. Monroe, and which 
had been alone broken in upon by the Orders fub­
fequently received by thal Minil1er, can only be 
confidered as a Refumption of that Courfe of Things 
which Great Britain ftrenuoully contended there.was 
no Ground to depart from. I may obferve, that 
this Purpofe might have been effected without the 
Illtervention of a fpecial Minift!f. 

It will be in your Recollection, Sir, that in our 
firft Interview 1 {tated the Conditions which m~kes 
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the Subject of the prefent Letter, before I was in­
formed by you, that the Prefident of the United 
States would confent to the Separation of the two 
SubjeCts. 

I had trulled thJt the ExpoGtion which I added 
in my Letter of the z()th of January to the Terbal 
Explanation I had before offered, of the Grounds 
of His Majelly's Demand, WtlS both in its Purport 
and in the Terms in which it was couched, fuch as 

to prevent a Sufpicion that they were in their Inten­
tion derogatory to the Honour, or calculated to 
wound the jull Senfibility of this Nation. I may 
add, that fuch a Suppofition could not be reconciled 
with the various of len fib Ie and unequivocal Demon­
nralions of His Majclly's good Faith and Anxiety, 
that thi~ TranfaClion fhould be brought to an ami· 
cable Termination, which were exhibited even prior 
to any Remonflrancei on the Part or by Order 
of this Government. The other Topics whicb I 
felt myfdf authorized to advance in that Letter, in 
Illufll'ation of that amicable Difpofition on the Part 
of the King, were brought forward from the Con­
viCtion I entertained that they mull be of a Nature 
to be fatisfatlory to this Government, and therefore 
[uch as it was particularly my Duty to enforce; but 
uot with a View to rell upon them the Right to ad­
'Vance the Claim which I have Hated. 

I may here remark, it is obvi0UI that far from 
requiring that the full Step~ towards_ an Arrange­
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meht of Reparatiol1 fllOUJd be taken by the United. 
States, Great Britain has ulready made them openly; 
and diilinCtly; they are indl1bit~ble Tcil:imonilOs to 
the Refpe8: borne and decidedly marked by Great 
Britain, to the Ties of Amity fubfifl:ing between 
the two Nations, and of her cordi:!l Deflre to main­
tain them unimpaired, an'.\ as [nch alone they were 
urged. 

As His Majefl:y woulJ have derived lincere Satif­
faBian from the Evidence of correfponding Feelings 
on the Part of the United States, fo it would be the 
more painful to me to dwe!lupon a Series of Infults 
and Menaces which, without any Provocation of 
w:1rlike Preparation on the Part of Great Britain, 
have been for Months accumulatt:d upon her through 
the United States, and but too frequently from 
'Quarters whore Authority neceffarily 'Jnd powerfully 
commanded Attention. 

I ought, perhaps, to apologize for adverting to an 
incidental Expreilion in your Letter, if I did not 
think it right to remove any Ambiguity rcfpe8:ing 
'the Nature of the Claim which Great Britain main­
tained to her Seamen, native Citizens of the P.cai::l, 

. who have derated from bel' Service to that of othel' 
Powers: i. is, that on Dem:md they {hall be dif­
charged forthwith, and confequently they {hall be 
.freed from their newly contracted Obligations, 
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Before I clofe this Letter, allow me to l1:ate to you, 
that I have felt it my Duty to tranfmit to His Ma­
jel1:y's Government, the Expofition contained in 
your Letter of the 5th Inllant, of the various De­
mands on the Honour and good Faith of Great Bri­
tain, on which the Complaint is made, that Satisfac­
tion has not been afforded to the United States, and 
on which, conjointly with the Affair of the Chef a­
peake, you inform me that the Proclamation of the 
Prefidentof the United States of the 2d July 1807, 
is founded. It will be for His MajeHy's Govern­
ment to determine, on the Pal t of Great Britain, 
whether any, and what, Obligations remain to be 
fulfilled by her. i,Vhether any Denial, or fuch Pro­
trafl:ion of Redrds have occurred on her Part, as to 
render necelTary or jufiifiable the Perfeverance in an 
Edifl:, which, when not necelTary or jullifiable, af­
fumes a Charafl:er of Aggreffion; and whether, on 

-the Refult of thefe Confiderations, the prefent Ne-
gociation can be refumed on the Part of His Maje11:y, 
with a due Regard for his own Honour, or with a 
ProfpcCl: of a more fuccefsful Termination. 

I have the Honour, &c. 
(Signed) G. H. RtJft. 
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PAPE RS. 

No. I. 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Canning to Mr. Pinkney; dated Sep­
tember 23d, 1308. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 23d, 1308. 
IN laying before the King your Letter of the 23d 

Augufl:, and in communicating to you the ac­
companying An[wer," which I have received His 
Majefl:y's Commands to return to it, I confefs that 
I feel lome little Embarrailinent from the repeated 
References which your Letter contains, to what has 
pa !fed between us in Con verfa tion: An E m barra!fment 
arifing in no Degree (as you are pi!rfectly a ware) 
from any feeling of Difl:rufl: in you per[onally, but 
from a Recollection of the Mifreprefentation which 
took place in Americaof former Conferences between 
us. You gave me, on that Occafion, the moll: fa­
tisfatl:ory Proof that fuch Mifreprefentation did not 

• This Allfwer was laid before the Houfe, and ordered to be 
printed, on the ill of February 1809. 
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ongmate with you, by communicating to me that 
Part of your Difpatch in which the Conferences par­
ticularly referred to were related, and related cor­
reB:ly; but this v<:ry Circumflance, while it efla­
blifhes your perfonal Claim to entire Copfidence, 
proves at the fame Time, that a fuithful Report of a 
Conference on your Part, is not a Security againfl 
its Mifreprefentation. 

It was for that Reafon principally, that, after 
hearing with the mofl refpeB:ful Attention all that 
you had to flate to me verbally on the Subject of 
the prefent Overture, I felt myfelf under the ]'-:: ecef­
fity of requiring, as "indifpenfable," a written 
Communication upon the SubjeB:. 

It is for that Reafon alfo, that as in your written 
Communication, you refer me to our late Converfa­
tions for the" Bearings and Details" of your Pro­
poral, I feel it necelfary to recap~tulate, as fhortly 
as I can, what I conceive to have pailed in thofe 
Converfations beyond what I bd recorded in your 
Letter. 

The principal P0ints in which the Suggeflions 
brought forward by you, in perfonal Conference, 
appear to me to have diflered in fome Degree from 
the Propofal now flated by you in \~lriting are,­
the firfl, that in Converfation, the Propofal itfelf 
was not diflinCl:ly ftated as an Overture authorized 

by 
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'by your Government ;-the fecond, that the benefi­
cial Con(equences likelv to refult to this Country 
from the Acceptanc<': of that Pr('p<lral, \vee" pur­
fued" through m0r~ ample" lIlultrations," 

In the fid!: of our Conferences, I undedl:ood you 
to fay little more, on the Authority of your Govern­
ment, than that you wer::- in!l:ructed to remonfl:rate 
againfl: the Orders in Council of the 7th January 
and of the I Jth of November 1307, but to add, as 
from yourfdf, an Fxprefiion of your own Convic­
tion, that if thofe Orders were repealed, the Prefi, 
dem of the United S~~;~r" would fufpeml the Em­
bargo with refped to Grc:at l:iritai:l. Upon !(;e 
Confequences oHuch a Sufper.fion of the Ellll)~ :·,c,n, 

while it would Hill continue to be enforced ag:::i;·1t 
France, you expatiated largely, Hill (pd::l", h"".,­
cver, as I underfrood, your own individual b,~;!ti­

mente. 

It was fuggefl:cd by you, that America, in that 
Cafe, wou1J probably arm her Merch,nt Ships 
againfl: the ~'.ggrcCons of France, an E-:pedi,:,nt to 
which, you obferved, it would be perfectly idle to 
refort againfl: Great I.rit:::n. The Collefion of 
armed Veffels would probably prodnce \Var, and 
the United States would thus be brought into the 
very Situation in which we mufl: with to place them, 
that of Hofl:ili~y to France, and virmal, if not for­
mal Alliance, with Great Britam. 

J 3 In 
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In our fecond Conference, you rep6ated and en· 
forced thefe Arguments, as calculated to induce the 
Britilh GovernmeI,t to conftnt to the Repeal of the 
Orders in Council, and in this Conference, though 
not fl:ating yourfelf to be authorized by your Go. 
vernment formally to offer the Sufpenfion of the 
Embargo as an immediate Confequel1ce of that Re­
peal, yet you did profers, as I underfl:ood you, 
a Readinefs to take upon yourfdf to make that 
Offer, provided that I lhould give you before hand 
an unofficial Affurance, that, coupled with that 
Offer fo made, the Dem:llld of the Reptal of the 
Orders in Council of JJ.nuary and Novelllber I 8Gl7, 
would be favour~(b!y r<..ccived. 

I of courfe declinedto give any fuch previous Affu­
rance; but as you appeared to attach great Impor­
tance to this Suggellion, and as I was led to think 
that a Compliance with it might relieve you from 
a Difficulty in executing the Infl:ructions of your 
Government, I cOl1fenled to tak.e a few Days to 
confider of it, and to refcrve my definitive Anfwer 
until I ihould fec you again. 

I never doubted in my own Mind as to the Inex­
pediency and Impropriety of encouraging you to 
take an unauthorized Step, by an unofficial Pro. 
mife, that it fhould be well received. 

Bm in a Matter of fuch Delicacy, I was defirous 
of either confirming or correcting my own Opinion 
by the Opinions of others. 

The 
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The Refult was, that in a Third Interview which 
took place ihortly after the Second, I had the Ho­
nour to inform you, that after the mo!l: mature De­
liberation, I found it impoffible to yield to your 
Sugge!l:ion, and that it therefore remained for you 
to frame your Propofition according to the In!l:ruc­
tions of your Government, or £0 your own unbiaifed 
Difcretion. 

My own Share in thefe feveral Conference., be­
yond what is implied in the above Statement, was 
very [mall. 

1 have, as you know, always rather wilhed to re­
fer the argumentative Difcuffion of the Subject of 
the Orders in Council to the official Correfpondence 
which lhave more than once been taught to expect you 
to open upon it, than to engage with you in a verbal 
Controverfy, which, if confined to ourfelves, would 
be ufelefs ; if afterwards to be reduced into Writ­
ing, for the Purpo[e of being communicated to our 
refpeCl:ive Governments, fuperfluous. 

But in anfwer to the Reprefentations which you 
have repeatedly made again!l: the Orders in Council 
of January and November, as violating the" Rights 
" of the United States, and affecting mo!l: deltruc­
" tively their be!l: Interefl:s upon Grounds wholly 
" inadmiffible both in Principle and in Fat1," I have 
uniformly maintained the unquefiionable Right of 

14 H~ 



( 120 ) 

His Majefiy " to refort to the fullefi Meafures of 
"Retaliation in confequence of the unparalleled 
" Aggreilion of the Enemy, ~.ld to retort upon 
" that Enemy the Evils of hi; ()".vn Injufiice;" and 
have uniformly contend~c: that ,. if Third Parties 
" fuffer from thofe Meafures, the Demand of Re­
" paration mull be made to that Power which firll 
"violates the ellabliihed Ufages of War and the 
" Rights of Neutral States." 

There was indeed one Point upon which 1 was 
particularly anxious to receive precife Information, 
and upon which, from your Candour and Frankntf..." 
I was fortunate enough to obtain it. 

The conneCting together, in your pro pored Over­
ture, the Sufpeniion of the Embargo and the Re­
p',al of the Orecrs in Council, as well thofe of No­
vemter :1S tile prtceding one of the 7th of Janmry, 
n.igk ~Ipp,ar to :mply that the .embargo had bet.:n 
the im,neciiate C IJec;' .. ,nce of ,Lofe Orden, and I 
\\'a, therefore defiro"s to afccrt ::n whether in FaCt, 
t],·~ O:cTS in Con·,,;; in November had been 
k"v\\T to the \~. ver roc ,t of the United States pre­
\'i(lu~; :0 :> .J.:~Z~!:~ of the Prefident propofing 
the ~;jljkq:r,' fo as ~o be a movmg Confideration 
to that hiti;, ge, 

I h~d the SatisfaCtion to learn from yr.u, Sir, that 
fuch Vi .. :, ;,·~,t the Faa; that Rumours nlic;ht indeed 
have reaciled America of forne Meafure '~f further 

4 Retaliation 
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Retaliation being in the Contemplation of the Bri. 
tilh GO\l::;rnment; that perhaps (as I underllood 
you) fame more fe\'5~ and [we-:ping l\L:afure might 
have been expead :-but that of the Orders ill 
Council of the I ICh of November, 2S having be en 
aCtually iifued, there was no certain Knowledge ill 
Alc'fri'-cl, or ~,t leafl no.c in the Poifdlion of the 
American Government, at the Time of propofing 
the Emb~lr;;o. 

Such, Sir, j" ",ccorGi;, ~ to the beft of my Reeo!. 
ledion, cC';'[L(Liy the S~j'u;t;::;]C~ of what h~ls paired 
betW"[""1 r:~ ~,t ('llr fevcral Interviews previous to the 
Pr('LnL~,j 11 of y'".1r Offieicd Leiler, and fuch I have 
repr",f,_:;tcJ te, ,nvc: been the ,:;llbi[cl\lCe of what paired 
0<- La:" rcl":nl Ocr:afions, in tbe Reports of our 
CCJ:l[l;renc,s \\'~':C'l il has bt::21! ;;;)' Duty to make 

to the j"~;'2:. 

If i:l this Rt.::c~,r;;:ubtion there i~ any Thing mif. 
taken or any fhi;l,c; omitted, you will do me the 
Juitice to helieve the Error un:nt'_ntional, and you 

may rely upon my Readinefs to fet it right. 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 

W, P·'1rn~y. Efq. 
&c. ,-"l,. &c. 

Gco. Canning. 



Sir, 

12.2 

NO.2. 

COpy of a Letter from "William Pinkney, 
Efq. to Mr. Secretary Canning; dated 
Great Cumberland Place, loth OCtober 

1808. 

1 F my Reply to the Letter which you did me the 
Honour to add refs to me on the 23 d of lafl 

:iI.mth, fhould be of greater Length than the Occa-
1!:."1 may be th:)lI:~ht to rcquire, you will, 1 am fure, 
impute it to its re;.l Caufe, an earnefl Defire on my 
P.ut, arifing from a l''c'"ling of fincere RefpeCt for 
you, that the Statement which I am to give of Facts 
deemed by you to be important, fhould be full as 
\'- ell as accurate. 

I will not fatigue you, Sir, with Affurances that 
no Perron could oe Ids difpofed than I am to find 
Fault wilh the Object of your Letter, which appears 
to be to guard againft all IYIifreprefentation of 
" what has paffed in our late Intenitws beyond 
<. what you find recorded in my Note!' 

You have told me that I have perfonalIy, no Con­
ecru in that Oojxl:, and I did not require to be told 
that my Government has as little. I underfland, 
indeed, that the Circumflance which has fuggefted 
a peculiar Motive for this Proceeding, was one of 

thofe 
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thofe Ne\' :l)ap~, IVG:~t,J'1tations which every 
D~.y produces where the Prefs ,~; free, which finu 
no Crdit :;"J beget no Confequence, .. '"lei for which 
it is greatly to be feared your Expedient will pro­
vide no Remedy. Of my Condutt, when that Cir­
cumfiance occurred, in giving you unfolicited Proofs 
that I haJ tranfmitted (0 Mr. Secretary l'vIadifon a 
faithful Report of our Conferences, mifl:aken by 
pUblic Rumour or private Conjecl:ure,it is not need­

fary for me to fpeak; for you have yourfelf done 
Juflice to it. 

The Motive to which I am indebted for the Ho­
nour of )our Letter, app~ars to have been inflru­
mental in producing anothtr Effett equal'1y unex­
ceptionable. But you will all \V me to fay, that 
until the Receipt of that Letter, I had not been ap­
prized by the fiightefl Intimation, that it was in any 
Degree owing (0 fuch a Caufe that you declined, 
on the Part of His Majefly's Government, after 
Two Conferences, in which I had been fuffered, if 
not encouraged, to unfold myfelf individually as 
well as officially, at great Length, and with perfett 
Franknefs, to give an Anfwer to my verbal Over­
ture. 

At our firfl Interview (on the 29th of June) 'ferbal 
Communication was not difcountenanced, but com­
mended: For, after I had made myfelf underfiood 
as to the Purpofe for which the Interview had been 
requefl:ed, you <liked me if I thought of taking a 

more 
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more formal COUl-[e, but immediately added, that 
you prefumed I did not, for that the Coune I had 
adopted was well fuilcd to the Occauon. My Re­
ply was in Subilance, that the Freedom of Conver­
fation \yas better adapted to our Sl'cjeCt, and more 
likely to condud us to an advantageous Con..:luuon, 
than the Con!l:raint and Formality 01 written Inter­
courfe; and that I had not intended to prefent a 

Note. At the fecond Intervi,'w (on the 20th July) 
it did not occur to me that I had any Reafon to con­
clude, and certainly I did not conclude, that verbal 
Communication had not comillu<:d ,u be :lcccptable 
as OJ. preparatory Cour[e; and it was not until the 
third Interview (on the 29th of J ul v) that it was re­
jected as inadmiffible. But even then I was not 
told, and had not the fmalleil Sufp:(;on, that this 
RejeCtion was to be afcribed, either wholly or par­
tially, to the Motive which yoUI' Letter has unee an­
nounced to me. That this Motive had, neverthe­
lefs, all the Influmee now imputed to it, I am 
entirely confident, and I take Notice of it only 
becaufe, as I have not mentioned it to my Govern­
ment in my official Account of our Conferences, 
I can no otherwife jufiify the Omiffion either to it, 
or to you, than by fhewing that I had in Truth no 
Knowledge of the Fact when that Account was 

tranfmitted. 

I may take Occauon to fet forth in the prefent 
Letter, the Import of all that can be material of our 

feveral 
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feveral Converfations, according to my R ecolletl:ion 
of them; but there are fame Points to which I ought 
to pay a more particular Attention, becaufe you have 
thought them entitled to it, although I fhould my­
felf, perhaps, have bEm inclined to think that they 
had loft much of their Importance by the Prefenta­
tion of my Note, and the Receipt of your written 
Anfwer, I ('en of which ..;re perff'a1y intelligible, 
U[k!l thc:fe P"i;,'s at It<llt wit!lc;ut the Aid of the 
Conrer.:nces ri-,j, preceded them. 

You obren'e, that" the principal Points in which 
" the Su;..:,!';' l1:i:ms brought forward by me in per­
" fonal C:lk:-cne'c', appeared to you to have dif­
" fered in fome Degree: from tb:: Pi opofal flated 
" by me in \Vrj,in:;. are Ty:" ;-the Firl1:, that in 
" Converfation. the Propofal j,felf was not difl:inCtly 
., flateJ as an 8v,~,·tur~ aathorized by my Govern­
" ment; -the S'::C,;ll-i, that the beneficial Confe­

" quences likely to refult to this Country from the 
" Acceptance of that Propofal, were "purfued" 
" through more ample Illuflrations." 

With Regard to the Firft of thefe fuppofed Dif. 
ferences, I feel perfuaded, Sir, that upon further 
Recolletl:ion it will occur to you, that at our Firft 
Conference I toldyou explicitly, that (he Sub flance 
of what I then fuggefted, that is to fay, that your 
Orders being repealed as to us, we would fufpend 

the Embargo as to Great Britain was from my Go-
vernment ; 
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vcrnment; but that the Manner of conduCl:ing and 
illuflraring th:: Subjet:l:, upon which I had no precife 
Orcler~, \\;\s my own. I even repeated to you the 
\Vords of my bll:ruEtions ;,s they were upon my 
Memory; and I did not lind, rfla'ld, either then or 
afterwarJs, th~t there was a y Doubt as to their 
'Exill:ence or their Sufficit:ncy, or any Defire to have 
a more exaCl: and fUI mal Communication of them, 
while the Refult of our DifculIion was diftant and 
uncertain. I faid, '.I1Hloubteclly, that I r.1d been di. 
rc:cl:cd to require the l~evocation of the Brililh Or­
Jen. in Council; but I faid al[o, that, alrhough the 
Govcrnmtnt of the United States fiill [uppofed it­
fdf t,) be authorizeJ to eXf'efl: their Repeal upon the 
Ground of I: ight as it exilled, from the firfi (a 
SubjeCt, ho\\,'hr, which I informeu you I did not 
winl at that Time to agitate) I was notwithll:anding 
cmpuwcreJ to give you the above-mentioned Af· 
furances, which woulJ, <I, I pre[umed, hold out In· 
ducements to Great Britain, as well on the Score 
of Policy as on that of lull:ice, to fulfil that Ex.. 
peCtation. 

I fhoulJ fcareLI), have undertaken to offer fuch 
AITurances as fr0111 myldf, or llpon my own" Con­
viCtion" that the l'rellJent wonld act in Conformity 
with them. And I fhou 1 d il:illle1s (if that were poffi. 
ble)have ventured to afk ot you that you would make 
them, in that Form. the Subjti!ct of repeated Con. 
ftrences, and even of Reference to others, as placing 
the Queftion of a Recal or Continuance of the Or-

den. 
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ders in Council upon n:!w Grounds of Prudence and 
Equity. 

If it is merely intended (as I doubt not it is) to 
fay that I did not make, or declare my Intention to 
make, my Overturein Writing before 1 had ende a vour­
ed to prepare for it by perfonal Explanations, fuch 
a Reception as I felt it deferved, and before I could 
afcertain what Shape it would be mof!: proper to give 
[.C it, or how it would be met by this Government, 
nothing can be more correa. 

It was my fincere Wifh that my Propofal, which I 
believe to be advantageous to Great Britain, as well 
as honourable to the United States, ihould be ac­
cepted; and accordingly I preferred a Mode of 
Proceeding which, while it was calculated to avoid 
unprofitable Difcuffions upon Topics of fame De­
licacyand great Difficulty, would furnifh Opportu­
nities for frank and friendly Communication upon 
all the Bearings of my Propofal, and lead to the Re­
fult at which I aimed, if that Refult fhould be prac­
ticable, in fuch Way as upon mat1.lre Refleaion, 
and after a liberal Interchange of Sentiments, fhould 
be found to be moft for the Honour of our refpec­
tive Governments. Thefe Views were laid before 
you withou~ Referve, and feemed to be approved; 
and I confefs to you, Sir, that when I was afterwards 
informed, that if I would obtain an Anfwer to my 
Overture, I muft make it in 'Writing, and that I 
mull not look out for any previous Intimation of 
the Nature of that Anfwer, I did not allow myfelf 

any 
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any longer to anticipate with mLch Confidence 
fuch an Iii"ut ,t:; I deIireJ. 

The Second Difference which your Letter fup­
pOfC5 to e:dl between my 1';ote and verbal Suggef­
tions, cannot, I think, in any Yiew be very material. 
I will fay fometl-ling upon it, howeVEr. 

l\1y Note declares, that ifI forbear to purfue cer­
tain U,as through all the IlIuflrations of which they 
are fufceptible, it i:; bccau[e our perronal Confer. 
ences, as well as tl:,: (,Ly;ous Nat~re of the Ideas 
themfdves, render it unnecdfary. This implies un­
douhtedly, that m, rc had been faid in our Con­
fcrei1ce~, explanatory of there Ideas, ihan is to be 
found in the Note itfelf; and that Implicati0n com 
icarccly be olhcrwife than true, if I "expatiated 
" brgely," as you very ju/l:ly fay I did, " upon the 
" ConfcquCl1ces of a Sufpenfion of the Embargo as 
" to Great Britain while it llill continued to be en­
" forced ::tgainfl France." 

Tre general Idea to which the Note refers, is, 
tint Iuflice and Interefl: confpired to recommend 
that you fhould take Advanrage of my Propo[al. 
The particular Pofitions are, that if your Orders and 
our Embargo !hould be refcinded in the Manner 
fuggefl:ed, our commercial Intereour[e would be 
immediately revived; that if France followed your 
Example, and retraCted her Decrees, the avowed 
Purpo[e of your Orders would be accompli!hed ; 

that 
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that if France refufed to rt:trafr .• the American Em­
bargo continuing as to her, wvuld occupy the Place 
of your O .. ders, and perform thdr Ogjce even 
better than they could perform it themfelves, with. 
out any of the Difadvantages infeparable from fuch 
a Syflem. 

It is certain, that in our Converfations I endea­
voured to prove that thefe general and particular 
Notions were founded in Truth by a Variety of Ar­
guments, thrown out in a very defultory Vvay, wi:h 
more Zeal than Precifion, and with that entire Free­
dom which unlimited Confidence in your Candour, 
and a firm Opinion that the Views of my Govern­
ment would derive new Titles to Refpefc from a 
full Examination, were calculated to produce. 

I /hould not deal ingenuoufly with you, Sir, if I 
were to pretend thad think myfelf able to recapitu­
late thefe disjointed Arguments as they were aCtually 
delivered; and I am quite fure that I /hall confule 
your Gratification, as well as my own Credit, by 
declining fuch an Undertaking. But I think 1 can 
fiate in a condenfed Form what I intended you 
/hould underfland, and I prefume that what I did 
fay was no~ very wide of my real ImprelIions. 

Upon the Footing on which my Overture would 
place the Juflice of the Dritifh Orders, I did not go 
into much Detail at anyone of the Three Inter-

K views 
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views mentioned in your Letter. But combining 
my ur.conneCted and occafionalObfervations on that 
Point, as they were made at different Times, and 
more efpecially as they were afterwards given and 
enlarged upon when I had the Honour to fee you 
on the 26th of Augufi (of which however it is 
prope~ to fay I have only a very fcanty Memoran. 
dum) their Import will not perhaps be found to be 
muc\ if at all miflaken, in fuch Parts of the fol. 
lowing Statement as relates to that Branch of the 
SubjeCt. 

I meant to fuggefl:, then, thaI upon your own 
Principles it would be extremely difficult to decline 
my Propofal; that your Orders inculcate, as the 
Duty of Neutral Nations, Refinance to the Mari. 
time Decrees of France, as overturning the public 
Law of the ·World, and profeffedly rely upon that 
Duty, and an imputed Abandonment of it, for their 
Inducement and their Jufiification; that of thefe 
OrJers, that of the 7th of January 1807 (of which 
the fubfequmt Orders of November are faid in your 
official Reply to my Note of the 23d of Augufl:, to 
be only arl Extenfion, an Extenfion in Operation 
not in Principle) was promulgated and carried into 
EffeCt a few \-Yeeks only after the B~r1ill Decree 
had made its Appearance, when the American Go­
vernment could not pollibly know that Cuch a De­
cree exified, when there l:ad been no Attempt to 
en:orce it, and when it had become probable that it 
would not be enforC<.:d at all to the Prejudice of 

Neutral 
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Neutral Rights; that the other Orders were Ufued 
before the American Government, with Reference 
to any practical Violation of its Rights, by an At­
tempt to execute the Berlin Decree in a Senfe dif­
ferent from the Stipulations of the Treaty fubfil1ing 
between the Unitt:d S:ates and France, and from the 
Explanations given to General Armfhong by the 
French Minil1er of Marine, and afterward, implied. 
Iy confirmed by General Champagny, as well as by 
a correfpondent Practice had any fufficie'1t Opper­
tunity of oppofing that Decree, otherwife than it did 
oppofe it; that your Orders thus proceeding upon 
an affumed Acquiefcence not exifting in Fact, ret:l­
liated prematurely, and retaliated a thoufand fold, 
through the Rights of the United States, Wrongs 
rather threatened than felt, which you were not au­
thorized to prefume the United Slates woulJ not 
themfdves repd, as their Honour and their !nteref!:s 
required; that Orden fo iffued were, to fay the leaf!: 
of them, an unfeafonable Interpofition betwew the 
injuring and the injuredParly in a Way the mof!: fatal 
to the latter; that, by taking J ul1ice into your own 
Hands before you were inti tied to do fo, at the F>.:. 
pence of every Thing like Neutral Rights, and even 
at the Expence of other Rights, jufl:ly the ObjeCt of 
yet greater Senfibility, and by infliCting upon 

Neutral Nations, or rather upon the United States, 
the only Neutral Nation, Injuries infinitely more fe­
vere and extenfive than it was in the Power of 
France to inflia:, YOll embarrafi'-::d and confounded. 
and rendered impracticable that very Rdifl:ancc 
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which you demanded of us ; that my Propofal de­
ftroyed all imaginable Motives for continuing, what­
ever might have been the Motives for adopting, this 
new Scheme of Warfare; that it enabled you to 
withdraw with Dignity, and even with Advantage, 
what lhould not have come between France and us ; 
that its neceifdry Tendency was to place us at Iffue 
with that Power, or in other Words, in the precife 
Situat;on in which you have maintained we ought 
to be placed, if it lhould ptrfifl: in its obnoxious 
EdiCts; that the Continuance of our Embargo, fo 
modified, would be at leafl: equivalent to your Orders, 
for that in their mofl: efficient State your Orders 
could do no more, as regards the Uilittd States, 
than cut off their Trade with France and the Coun­
tries conneCted with her, and that our Embargu roo 
maining as to France and thole Countries would 
do exaaIy the fame; that if the two Courfts were 
barely or even nearly upon a Level, in point of Ex­
pediency, Great Britain ought to be forward to 
adopt Ihat which was confifient with the Rights and 
refpettful to the Fte!ings of others; that my Pro. 
pofal, however, had powerful Recommendations, 
\\hich the Orders in Council had not; that it wuuld 
re-efiablilh, without the Hazard of any Difadvan­
tage, before r.ew Habits had rendered it difficult if 
not impollible. a Traffic which nourifhed your lllOll: 

effential M~nufat1:ures, and various orher important 
Sources of your Profperity; thatit would not only 
fl!fl:ore a Con!'lectio!1 valuable in all its View", but 
prepare the Way for the Return of mutual Kind. 

ne[s, 
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nefs, for Adjull:ments greatly to b~ defired, and in 
a Word, for all thofe COnfeqUenCes which follow ill. 
the Tra'n of Magnanimity and Conciliation afro. 
ciated with Prudence and Juflice. 

Am"ng the Obferva~ions intended to iIIuflrate 
my Upinion of the certain probable and poffible Ef. 
feCt~ of the concurrent ACts which my Propofal had 
in vie .v, were thofe to which you allude in the 6th 
Paragraph of your Letter; having flated that reo 
newed commercial Intercourfe between Great Bri. 
tain and the U niced States would be the firft EffeCt, 
I remarked in the Progrefs of the Converfation, 
that the Edicts of France could not prevent that In. 
tercourfe, even if France fhould adhere to them, 
although Great Britain by her fupcrior naval Means 
might be able to prevent the Converfe of it; that 
the Power of France upon the Seas was in no de. 
gree adequate to fuch a Purpofe, and if it were 
otherwife, that it was not to be fuppofed that the 
United States, refuming their lawful Commerce 
with this Country after a Reol of the Britifh Orders 
in Council, would take no M~afures againft fyile­
matic Interruptior.s of that Commerce by Force and 
Violence, if fuch fhould be attempted. 

If, when I was honoured with the different Inter. 
views before-mentioned, t have been able to conjec­
ture the Nature of the Arguments which-were to have 
an Influence againfl my Propofal, as I now nnd them 
Rated in your Anfwer to my Note, I fhould probably 

K 3 have 
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have vmturcd to fuggefl:, in addition to the Re­
marks aaualh- ft:bmittcd to your Confidc:ration, that 
ii' ti'e mod.aue of the European Cominent by 
France, and the r 0'\"';-, fubE rvient to or in Combi­

na.tion w:th her, tJ which your Orders, as a tempe­

rate but detcrrninedR"r.Jiation, were opp"fed, has 
been railed e\'cn b. forc it h;;d been weil tftabli{h, d, 
~nd ;f that Syilcm fo oppobl, of which Extent and 

COl],i::uity w~re the vitJ Prii1liple~, has bet:1l broken 
up int,) Fr,lgments utterly h:tnnlcfs and contemprible, 

1 ;;crc f("f'll1s fcarcely t') be left, in Y-:lut own View of 
t: ,c S'.,: jL,:t, any i::[d;;,;ib:e.i " iL:::"lion f, 'r Perr"ve­
rance: in fuch of the rct;iii?",! y Mn.fll],(S of GTe,t 
:~ri::'if1 as 0ih .. :l'C thr,'U.,)1 tbe acknowl<:d;:c;ed Ri~hts 

of d /,w.'cr C',~",r:!Ld '! no [',nly t() th:n Combination, 

;lllJ rc:tdy to fulfil her fair neutral Obligations if you 
",;11 ruB::r h.:r to el, fo. Under fud1 Circu:dtailces, 
to ;10:.idGil \'.h~,t is aumilted to h;;\'e loa its only Ie. 
girim.:tc ObjdJ:, i, not Conceili,m, it is {imple Jur. 
tl'::.:. To France, in·Ltd, it might be C onceilion ; 
l"lt it is not fr~nct', it is the Government of America, 
licilher iubfcl'V!cnt to France nor combined with 

I'r~\I]rC', a third brry, whofe Rights and Interefls 
your ().l~':r, deeply alle0, without any adequate Ne. 
cellity, accorLin,c;to your own 01ewing, that requires 
their Recal; and that too upon Terms which cannot 
but promote the declared Purpofes of thefe Orders, 

if any remain to be promoted. I fay, without any 
adequate N ~c(:ffity, according to your OW11 {hewing; 

for lam perfuadcd, Sir, you do not mean to tell us, a~ 

up0ll: 



upon a hafl:y PeruCal of your Anfwer to my Note 
mi,~ht be imagint:d, that thofe Rights and Interells 
are to be Cd at nought; lell a Doubt OlOu:d remain 
to d:f1:ant T;m~:; of the Dt:termi.]ation and the Abi. 
lity of Great lkui.l to have continued ht:r Refill:. 
~, :c'e, or I h:!t ~'our 0, ,lers may indefinitely give a 

new Ll,V to tht OL:m, I~ll the Motive to tht.ir reo 
peal thnuLi l-e miiLk'~n by your Enemy; if this 
mizht ill,j:-;!J be fll, YOll w:Il, p:;rhaps, permit me to 
fay, 111,;t h:~hly '1S we may be difp',[ed to prize the 
firm AL~i{[Hle and vall: Means of your Country at 
th:s eventful ;\IDmcat, it would pollibly fuggell to 
fame r.li,1Js a rdut(,mt Doubt on the SubjeCt of 

your Obtervation, that the Strength and Power of 
Great Britain are not fOf herfdf only but for the 
World. 

I might alfo have been led to intimate, that my 
Propofal coulJ apparently lofe nothing by admitting 
that, " by fo:nc unfnftunate COr!CUlTenCe of Cir. 
" cumfi:ancts, wi !lclut any holtile Intention, the 
" American E.ubargo did come in aid of [he" be· 
forementioned " Blockade of the European Conti. 
" nent, prt:cifdy at the very Moment when, if that 
" Blockade cou!.:l have fucceeded at all, this Inter. 

" pafilion of the AmericanGovernment would molt 
" elfeCtually have contributed to its Succefs." Yet 

I lhould probably have thought myfelf bound to reo 
n'lind you, that, w:1atever may be the Truth of this 
Speculation, the fame Embargo withheld CUT Ton. 
nage al:d uur Produdions fr'::>m that Communication 

K -+ "ith 



wi'.h the Colonies of your Enemies and with the Eu­
ropean Continent, which you had afferted your 
Right to prevent; which, as a direCt Communica. 
tion (with the Continent) you had in faCt prohibited; 
which, even through Britifh Ports, or in other qua· 
lified Forms, you had profdfe:l to tolerate, not as 
that which could be claimed, but as an Indulgence 
that could at any Time be wilhdr,nvn: which, <IS a 
Tr:imc for the United States to en.g;age in, you had 
<it leaf} difcouraged, not only by Checks a:1d Di.h­
culties in the Way of its Profccution, but by mani­
fcll:ing your Intent!0ns to mould it into all the 
Shapes which the belligerent, fi:cal, or Glher peculiar 
Pliey of Great Dj il,:in might require, and to fubjeCt 
it to the exclufiveJurifdidion of her municipal Code, 
armed with all the Prerog8.tives of that univet fal Law 
to which Ndtions are aecuftomed to look for the 
Riohts of Neutral Commerce. 

In giving :m Account of our fecond Conference, 
you f"y, th.lt though not flating myfelf to be autho­
rizd by my Government furm<llly to offer the Suf­
p~nfi,m of the Embargo as an immediate Confe­
qu :nce of thc Repeal of the Ordt.rs in Council, yet 
I did profe(s my Readinefs 0 take upon myfelf to 
make thJt Offer, provided that you would give me 
befor'c-hand an unofficial Aifurance, that coupled 
with thai Oi;;J fo made, rhe Demand of the Repeal 
of the a.-lidS would be favourably received; that 
you of courfe tkclined to g-ive any fuch previous Af­
furance; but, as I appLared to attach gre;at Import. 

ance 
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ance to this Suggeflion, and you were led to think 
that a Compliance with it might relieve me from a 
Difficulty in executing the Inll:rutlions of my Go­
vernment, you confented to take a feW Days to con­
fider of it, and to rcferve your definitive Anf\,:cr 
nntil you (hould fee me again. You then obferv,:, 
that you never doubted in your own Miud as tl) the 
In expediency and Impropriety of enccuraging me to 
take an unauthorized Step b; an un-offici;:;l l'rom:fe 
that it 1110uld be wtll received. I am [ure you did 
not, Sir; but I mull take the Liberty to flY, that I 
am equally fure that I never thougbt of ar~ing you 
to give me Encouragement to take an unauthorized 
Step of any Kind. I am, indeed, truly mortifi-:d 
that my Conduct h:ls appeared [-) you in that L: ,ht; 
and I 1110uld Dot be readily confoled, if I did Ilot 
reflect that in condefcending to lill:en even for a ;\10-

ment, to what mull have {huck you as all Irregu­
larity, as vain and nugatory in its Purpafe a~ 

reprehenfible in its Principle, you mull: at leaft have 
given me Creqit for good Intentions, and for a 
{hong Defire fincerely felt, although erroneoully 
obeyed, that our Countries Ihou'ld find themfelves 
in that relative Pofition which fuits the Intere!ls and 
tends to the Happinefs of both. 

When I profelfed a Readinefs to m;,.ke my Pro­
pofal in Writing, it wa~, :JS you Hate, provifiollOllly; 
but I did not intimate that I was acting without 
Authority, nor did I comprehend that fuch was, as I 
pow know it to have been, your ImpreJIion. The 

. provifional 
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provifionJI Nature of my Offer aro[e out of Circum­

fialxe<, and was afterwards prdied upon Conviaion, 

that if it was meant to adopt the Views of the Pre­

fidem nothing more could be necelfar),. I unJer­
fiood yeu to be defirous of afcertaining whecher I 
was empowered and difpofed, with a View to a final 
Arrangement, to pre[ent what I had fUQgdled in a 

written Form, as an Overture origir.ati, 'g '\ ;,11 my 
Government. I faid, of c()urfe, tbt '_VC'Y -j 1::1.3" 
beirg fir:lIl1:1:urnl, :l Nelte (h,wLl l,,~ r.-·,i, ,11,_,.1, Lut 
tbt I,Y()uld, \,:;Ih your PeJ,lliC;,) '. t \,_ " :"k 
Time to CCii::,it'r cf I-;e hli1'::1 1' ~,'''_l TCi:_ s. j cil 
l'rJ~ ~.~ ,~. ,t -i :nl:': f";~rc,~ t:-::'t \','\...: \\" r-- (' l "J:{lr~g 

(1~,(- u" ~, Y.r~·:~t::;l. I 1""j1\ ,(3.1: \", >,: J1 Y/:;S t •. l be p.-La~e 

cd:, I" ~.~ r'_I((LJ, ct C:_'I[.;;·thePu'i,o[eof Ddi. 
!' ;" ,~~, "!~ 2::1d cCjAfc'Tl::'i1l:Y : 1 pn~r('[T;;l~ my ',\Yil. 
Iingl~(r~ li) I1-I:~~::"': ,it ~-I~ [oon ~~s \·~·e \";'~:·C pi tpclr..::d f.Jr 

z:, T prL~u:1)cd t:-:.t i. 11 ld l'.):~t> ~II ~h It y.ll! clulr~d ; 
;1l~1.: I -"as (,·:diil~,:J in this 0l,i:-,i .. ;:, not only by 

your L »:~ l\,;,!;i:'g, as I fUi'Pl.f,J, to thecoi:trary, 
bllt:;y yell,' rcqllc[lir.:; mc, as I v,as about to leave 
;lIe n'h):-,;, t·) c:I,lu)' l},yfclf before the 1;(:xt Inter. 

,>-; i:;'(')1 L1C~; a r!(,:~ as we /.::d bllCn talking of; 

,\1).1 ,;:cn rccraCting tL: Rqucic by cbfcrving, that 
I \\C':lLt (hLbilll~, fidl: de/Ire to know what were 

your L:",;\s and In:c:l1lirl",lS upon the SubjeCt of­
if, \\;:,1 Villi.:}; I was given to underfl:and I lhould 
be made z.cql:~inted at another Conference. 

At the Thi:-J Interview, after fpeaking of a 
TranfaCl:ion upon the Lakes, of which your Traders 

complained, 
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complained, and of another Occnrrence in the Bay 
of P,tiTamaguddy, you obferved that you had thought 
loud and anxiou!1y upon what I had fugC;dLll to 
you; that the SU8;':Cl: had at firfl- {huck "(>11 as 
b~i:l; much lw'rc: f: ,n;)lc t~lall Il l')[1 c:lreful E'~ l':li­
nation it had been C:Ul~J to be; th~,t in t:1<.~ actual 
State of the '\\'arld it behoved both ),()ll and me to 

move in this Ai;"ir '.1;,:1 every po;1iLlc nl.'~rCe of 
Circumfpc,l:ion; that with cut fome explicit Propnf:tl 
on my PJ.rt in \\Tritmg, upt'n w:lich tbe c:'iti:t Go­
vernment could tl::liberate and aCt, nothing cnulJ be 
done; and finally, that you muft leave n~c t,) ("n­
fult my O\'lll Difcretion wilc:rhe:" 1 \\uulJ make fULl-. 
a PropoL!. 

It appeared to me, that if this Determination 
fhould be perfifted in, my Overture was not likely 
to be fuccefsful, and I urged accordingly the Pro­
priety of going on in a Courfe which would levd llS 

to a better Iirue; that Courfe was, that we fhould 

underfl:and one another as to our refpeCtive Vie\ys, 

and that a concife Note, which I had in faa pre­

pared fince the lafl: Meeting, fhould then be prefented 
and aCted upon. You informed me, thatmy \;Vifh 
in this Particular could not be acceded to; that if 
I prefented a Note you mufl: be left at perfeCt Liber­

ty to decide upon what it propo[cd; that YOll could 
not give me even :,;1 Intimation of the probable Con­

fequences of it; and in a \Vord, th:lt you would 
neither invite nor di[courage fuch a Proceeding. 
You added, that there were fame Points belonging 

to 
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to the Subject which it would be prr-per to difcu[s 
in Writing, One of which was, the Connection be­
tween our Embargo, and your Orders of November, 
fuppofed to be implied by my Propofal j I remarked, 
that with an actual Refult in View, and with a Vvifh 
to arrive at that Refult without Dehy, j[ could not 
be advifable to entangle ourfelves in a written Cor­
refpondence, undefined as to its Scope and Duration, 
upon Topics upon which we were not likely to 
agree; and that if I were to frame my Note with a 
Knowledge that it was to provoke Argument, in­
fiead of leading at this Critic; to a [arutary Change 
in the State of the "\Vorld, you mufl be confcious 
that I too mull: argue i-and where would this end? 
To what wholefome Cc,;,fequence would it conduCt 
us ?-At the Clofe of the Lilcni,:w Iobferved, that 
as the Footing upon which the Subject was now 
placed, made Delay of no Importance, I fhould take 
Time to prepare fuch farther Proceeding as the Oe­
fwn required. 

On the 16th of Augull:, I had the Honour to fee 
you again; and after entering more at large than I 
had before believed to be proper, into a Confidera. 
tion of tbe EfteCt of my Propofal on the Equity of 
adhering to your Orders jn Council; and after read­
ing to you Part of my Inll:ruCtions, I delivered an 
official Note, in which the Propofal WaS made in 
the Form required. 

Something was faid at this Interview of the Affair 
of the ChefaiKake, and the Prefident's Proc1amatioJl, 

which 
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which it is not, I prefume, necdTary to repeat; it 
will be fuflicient to f!:ate, that you alked me what 
was to be done with thefe SubjeCts? And that my 
Reply was, that they had no CunneCtion with the 
prefent; but that 1 could fay ,',';,:1 Confidenc~, that 

my Government had every Difpnfition to attend to 
them, with a View to fuch an Acljufl:ment as would 
be honourable to both Parties. I diJ nd fuppofe 
that it was expeCted (for you lE,~ not intimate fuch 
an Exrc:Jati'Il) that renewed Hegociation ul)')!} 
thefe Points !hould, as well as the Repeal, upon 
Terms of your Orders in Cound, be invited by a 

a formal Overture from the Government of 
America. 

I will not trouble you with many Obfervations 

more. 

You fl:ate in your Letter, that "there W:lS one 

" P,,!r:l upon which ~",'~l were particularly anxious 
" tv rec:ire precJe Informatio:1, and upon w~1ic!1. 
" from my c.\iJJour and Fr:lllknc[s, you w~re for­
" tunate <.:nnu,jh to "b ai!1 it." -This was, " ,Vhe­
" tha, in F .la, the OrJers in Council of NO\'ember 
" had becn known to the Government of the United 
" States prtviouil y to the Mtffage of the PrdiJent 

" propofillg the E:11bargo, fo as to be a moving 
" Confideration to that ]\lc:~a.~e?" -1 quote thi's 
PafTage, principally, that I may rc:cal to your Re~ 
collettion that my Suggefl:ions upon the Slllje~t of 

it were not made officially, or as being :luthur:zcd 
or 
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or furniihed by any Communication frO'll my Go­
vernment, or in Anfwer to any direct Enquiries en 
your Part. They were very briefly made, near the 
Clofe, as I think, of our third Interview, in confe­
quence of your Intimation (intended, perhaps, to 
amount to an Edquiry) that my Propofal implied 
that the Embargo had been produced by the Orders 
of November; to which you added, that this could 
not be admitted, and (as I comprehended what you 
faid) that it even required to he made the Subject of 
fame Notice of Difcuilion iii \Vr;ting, as intimately 
connected \I':,il my Propofal, if it ihou!d be brought 
forward in that Sh~~)e. And I underftood you to 
allign thi, ,:s olle of the Reafons why a written Over­
ture was inLlifpt:nLbk. 

In replying to that Intimation, and the Remarks 
which fe,llowed it, I profdleu. to fpeak, as I did in 
Fact fpeak, fro:n general Information only, and dif­
claimed, as it was III i Dllt;, to do, all AuthOl ity to 
fay more, upon the Nature and Cii:..;in of the Em­
bargo, than 1 had fome Til>1C before communicated 
to you, in Obedience to the Orders of the Prefident. 
The Purpofe of my Ob!cr\"~;! j(,T18 W~ chiefly to !hew 
that there w::s no Inducement for embarking- in for­
mal Dii'cuiliolls upon this Poi!it; and I allured you 
that it was not in mr Power, eith"r as re pected In­
fl:rutl:iom f.-om my GOI'ernment or Knowledge of 
Facts, to do fo. My Opiniull was, and I fpoke ac­
cordingly, that it W;15 Oll~ of thore: ~lt'!lions which 
might be left completely at rea, without the i leaft 

Injury 
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Injury to the Wifdom or the Jufiice of our Conelu­
fions upon the great Object of our Conferences. 

There could be no Objecti'JI1, h0wever, to my 
givin~ you on this H~ad [uch cOlljeduJ al Informa­
tion as I was able. On the contrary, by fully dif. 
doling to you my own Materials for forming all 
Opil:ion upon it, you would be elDbled mor'" dif­
tinWy to iee, that I could take no Part in any Dif­
cuffion which you might prnpofe to apply to it. 
And I could not but ue alfured that any iiI1xiety you 
might feel to obtain a Knowldge of the FaCl:s in 
Quefiion, fprung [rom Confiderations which had 
every Claim to my Rcfpecl:; for I knew that your 
Mind was far above th~ Reach of Prejudices which 
would afcribe the American Embargo to Participa­
tion in the Councils or Views of your Adverfary, (;r 
of any Foreign Power whatfoever. 

My Suggefiions were to the follow-ing EffeCt; that 
I believed that no Copy of your Orders of Novem­
ber had arrived in t;;e United St<:tcs at the Date of 
the Prefidtnt's Melfage; that a recent Chanf,e in 
the Conduct of France to our Prejudice did appear 
to be known; that Intelli;;Lilc,: had been received, 
and a Belief entertained, of your Intcnti()n to adopt 
fome further Meafure, as a 1Ilea[u:'1C of Retali~ltio!i 
again!l: France by whidl our Commerce allLI cur 
Rights woulJ be affected; that there .vas RC1~C'i1 ;0 

conclude that you had anually adopted fuch a :,L"a­
fure; that (as I colleCted from" \.mel iC,'ll L';~·.\ 11);).­
pers) this kd ,~pp~:tlnl frolll rr:r,1"2 L'_t~2n, «::J th~ 
, 5 Nev;:ii 1p 1:; 
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Newfpapf'rs of this Country received in the Unite& 
States fome Days before the MelTage of the Preh~ 
dem, and probably known to the Government; that 
in a Word, vJ.ri, "JS information concurred tt) !hew 
that our Trade was likely to be alfailed by the com­
bined r 1T,)rts of both the Belligcrent Parties; a'.d 
that the Embargo was a Meafure of wife and peace­
ful Precaution, adopted under this View of reafvn. 
ably anticipJted Peril. 

You obferve, in another Part of your Letter, 
" that yoa have always rather wi!hed to refer the 
" argumentative I'ifcuffio!l of the tiubjea of the 
" Orders in Council to the Official Correfpondence, 
" which you ha'ie more than once been taught to 
" expect me to ollen upon it." If I fhould obiea 
to any Part of this Statement, of which the Sub­
fiance is undoubtedly corred, it would be to the 
vVords" more than once." Your Wilh has always 
appeared to be fuch as you now reprefent it; and 
you had Reafon to ex pea t~lat I would commence 
a written Difcuffion of the Orders of November foon 
after thl::ir Publication, I had told you that I !hould 
do fo, and you [aid that there coulJ bo no Objection 
to it But you were afterwards informtd, that upon 
Reflection, I had determined to leave the Subject. 
where it was, until I fhould know the Plea[ure of my 
Guvernment. 

The Orders had been officially communicated, 
not to me, but to Mr. Madifon through the Britilh 
l\lir.if1:t:r at 'Vafhingwl1. It fcemed therefore to be 

proper 
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proper (unlefs my Infl:ruC'tions fhould make it other­
wife) that the View which the Government of the 
United States took of them fhould find its Way to 
you through the fame Channel; and accordingly, 
the Letters of Mr. Madifon, to which I have referred 
in my Note of the:: 3d of Augufl:. did open at great 
Length a Difcuffiorl which I could have no Induce­
ment to fhare, although I did not continue to think 
myfelf authorized to commence it. 

It only remains to add, that your Share in our fe­
veral Con verfations was what you reprefent it to 
have been, not confiderable, and that your Manner, 
although referved, was as it always is, perfealy 
friendly. 

I need not fay, th:l.t if in this Letter, written un­
der the Influence of fine ere Concern that the Propo­
fal I had the Honour to lay before you has been un. 
fuccefsful, any Thing is to be found which you could 
wifh to be otherwife than it is, I fhall be the firfl: to 
regret that I have not been able to do Juilice to my 
own Feelings and Intentions. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Pinkney-
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COpy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Canning to Mr. Pinkney; dated Novem-. 
ber 2. 2d, 1808. 

Sir, Forei~n Office, Nov. 22d, 1808. 
I REGRET exceedingly that an unu[ual and un­

intermitting Preffure of official Bufine[s has pre­
vented me from finding an earlier Opportunity to 
reply to your Letter of the l()th of lafl Month. 

The Ob[ervations which I have to offer upon 
fome Parts of that Letter are not, indeed, of [uch a 
Nature as to make it Matter of any great Impor­
tance whether you receive them a Week [ooner or 
later, as they refer lefs to any Point of Public 
Interefl to our two Governments than to what has 
paff'ed, perfonally, between ourfelves. 

But I fhould have been much mortified if you· 
could have been led to believe me deficient in At. 
tention to you; the Manner as well as the Sub­
ftance of the Communication which I have had the 
Honour to receive from you, entitling it to the mofl 
prompt and candid Confideration. 

Your underfl:anding of the Motives which in­
duced me to accompany my official Note of the 
23d of September, with my Lett~r of the [amI,! 

Date, 
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Date, is fa far imperfeCt as that you feem to imagine 
that the Wifh to ~uard againft Mifreprefentation 
was the only Motive which iaduced m.: to write that 
Letter; and that, from dlat Motive alone I fhould, 
in any Cafe, have troubled you with it :-Whereas 
I mufi have expreifed myrelf very incorreCtly in. 

deed, if I did not convey ro you the Aifurance, that 
if what paired between llS in Converfation had not 
been referred to by you in your official Letter of 
the 23d of Auguft, I certainly fhould not have 
thought it neceifary or proper to preferve any writ­
ten Record of your verbal communications, which 
I underftood at the Time to be confidential, and 
which I certainly was f<if far from attempting or in­
tending to " difcountenance," that I have no Doubt 
but I expreifed myfelf, as you fay I did, in Favour of 
,;( the Courfe which you adopted, as well fuited to the 
" Occafion." But you fiate at the fame Time, moft 
correctly, that it was a" preparatory" courfe, that 
I underftood and encouraged this ..-erbal and confi­
dential Communication. I never did nor could 
underftand it as being intended to fuperfede or fup­
ply the Place of an official Overture. I never did 
nor could [uppo[e that the Overture of your Go­
vernment, and the An[wer of the Britifh Govern. 
rilent to it, were intended to be entrufted folely to 
OUl"refpeB:ive Rt'colleCl:ions. Accordingly, w'hen 
the Period arrived at which you appeared to be pre­
pared to bring forward an official Propo[ai, I did, 
no Doubt, exprefs llIy ExpeCtation that I fhould re­

ceive that' PropoEd in \Vriting~ 
L 2 It 
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It is highly probable that I did not (as you fay I 
did not) a1lign to you as the Motive of the With 
which I then expreffed, my Perfuafion that written 
Communications are lefs liable to miHake than ver­
bal ones, becaufe that Conlideration is fufficiendy 
obvious, and becaule the whole Courfe and Practice 
of Office is in that Refpect fo eltablillied and inva­
riable, that I really could not have fuppofed the 
A1lignment of any fpecific Motive to be neceffary 
to account for my requiring a written Statement of 
your Propofals previous to my ret\lrning an official 
Anfwer to them. 

I had taken for granted all along that fuch 
would, and fuch mufl: be the ultimate Proceeding 
on your Part. however you might willi to prepare 
the .... Vay for it by Preliminary Converfatiom. 

In framing your N0te, I did not pretend to antici· 
pate how much of what had been flated by you in 
our feveral Conferences, you would think it proper 
to repeat in Writing. But whatever the Tenor of 
your Nare had been, I fhould have fdt it Right to 
conform fl:riCtly to it, in the official Anfwer; 
avoiding any Reference to any Part of yom verbal 
Communications, except fuch a~ by repeating them 
in Writing, I fhould fee that it \Va~ your Intention 
to record as official. 

I confefs, however, I was not prepared for the 
mixed Courfe which you actually did adopt, I am 
perfuaded (I am fineerely perfuadedi without any 

Intention 



Intention of creating Embarralfment ; that of refer. 
ring generally to what had paffed in our Confe­
rences, as illullrative of' your official Propofition, and 
as tending to fupport and to recommend it, but 
without fpecifying the particular Points to which fuch 
Reference was ir.tended to apply; a Courfe which 
appeared at firll Sight te leave me no Choice except 
between the two Alternatives, of either recapitulat­
ing the \Vhole of what you had llated in Converfa­
tion, for the PUl'pOre of comprehending it in the 
Anfwer, or of confining myftlf to your written 
Note, at the Hazard of being fufpt:Cted of fup­
preffing the moll material Part of your Statements. 

The Expedient to which I had Recourfe of ac­
companying my official Note with a feparate Letter, 
fiating, to the bell of my Recollection, the Sub­
fiance of what I had heard from you in COilverfa­
tion, appeared to me, afrer much Deliberation, to 
be the mofi refpeB:ful to you. 

Such having been the Motives which di8ated my 
Letter, I canuot regret that it was written; fince it 
has produced, at a Period fo little dillant from the 
Tranfa8ion itfelf, an Opportunity of comparing the 
Impreffions left on our Minds refpeB:ively of what 
palfed in our feveral Conferences, and of correcting 
any erroneous Impreffion on either Side. 

There are two Points in which our Recl)lleCtions 
do appear to differ in fome Degree. 

L 3 The 
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The fm'!: relates to the Authority which you h"d, 
and that which I underltood you to {tate yourfclf to 
have:lt the Time of o'ur firfl: Conference, for bring­
ing forward a direct Overture in the Name of your 
Government; the fecond to the ExpeCl:ation which, 
I {tated myfelf to have entutained "more than 
once," of your opening an official Correfpondence 
on the Subject of the Orders in Council. 

\VitlI refpect to the firD: r";:lt, you wiII give me 
Credit \yhen I alfure you l that my lJ:,.;u;Lmding 
of what was [aid by you not only in our firfl:, but in 
our [ecoml C0nLrcnce, \n~ prcr:i:c:-,' what I have 
{tated it to be in my Letter; and pu will (1 hope) 
forgive me, if, after the Illl.:: ;;ttej:ti\'e "eruLd cf 
your Letter of the I cth of Cc(uixr, :u,d ab-r a 
careful Comparifon of JirLn:LL Pan~\~C; j:1 il, \\ Li!e 
I am compclleJ by your ~·l.iru:"Ece to ackno .'. :~d,cc 
th,at 1 m,ult h<.:\'c mii'lJ'prc:,c:nded you, I l: .. d 
Ground~ in y, .. ur Statement to cxcu[e, if not to ,\C­

count lC:> my ;\IiCapprc!lcn!:,;' .. 

According to your Rc:coL, .. iOI1, you toU ll'e 
explicitly in our ~irfl: Confe, Llh'( , "that the Sub­
"Q:auce oEy,b.lt you [lidl rug: .. ~:2d, that i$ to L,u, 
" that nur Orders being !CPC::i;, 1 ao. to the Ullil~d 
-, Stat<:s, the United St1tes wOl,jj 1l.lipu>ll the Em­
" bargo as to Great Britain, \\ ~:s [fom your Go­
" vernment: that the Manner of condufring and 

". illuAr.ating ~he S~bjGfr (upon \', 'I:CI1 you ha.dt 110 

" precife Orders) was your own;" and you even 

quoted 



quoted Part of your Infiructions to me, which wa~ 
to that Effea:. 

In a fubfequent Paragraph you fiate, that" n(j)­

" thing can be more correa: than my Apprehenfion 

"that you did not make, nor profefs to intend 
"making an Overture in \Vriting, before you 
" had endeavo~Jred to prepare for it fuch a Recep­
" tion as YJU fdt it deferved, and before you could 
" afcertain what Shape it would be molt IJroper to 
" gi\'e to that Overture, and how it would be met 

" by the Britilb Government.·~ 

And i:~ another Part of your Letter, yon admit, 
that" when you exprefTed your R-:adinels to m"ke 
" your Propofal in \Vritin'.!, if was (as I have (idled) 
" provijiQllally; "and you infunn lIle "thatthe pro vi. 
" Gonal :--Jdture of your O'f~r arofe out of Circum­
" fiances;" the Nature or which Cl ·.Ulnftances 
you dJ not explain, nor hlVe 1 any R ioht to req .lire 
fuch an E:-..planation. 

But comparing the fever;).! St ,t,:m~l't, together, 

feei-~ tLt in our fir,L Ltt,;i~w you ,1~~llI·e.l no 
Inter;rion of mak: Ie; a ",O)() ,: in 'V: ;·'11';; tha, in 
OUI recond Interv,:, (:1 \li ~l or fi ,; \ r c"ks Ft'r­
v:a;'I,) you dt[cr:bt,1 th it I"tel~~; " :l~" C',QVIG.I ' II" 
an,\ contim:ent; arol ,r >len'n! at the fa r:~ rime 
(a I do ;n 'th:c mc"t "1,,n:1 ",I mill': th, r I ,:1, ·)t 

find any j'r.lC If'my l::m,ry 01" Y (:."11''''.11'(\­

tion whatt:vt;r of any Part of your lnfi:ructul>, 
L 4 corn-
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communieated to me as Juch ;-feeing alfo that, 
whatever might be the Nature and Extent of your 
Inf!:ruCtions from the Prefident of the United States, 
as to the Subf!:ance of the Overture to be made to 
the Britilh Government, the Manner, the Time, 
and the Conditions of that Overture were evidently 
confidered by you as left to your own Difcretion; it 
furely may be pardonable in me to have mif!:aken 
(as I mof!: unqueftionably muf!: have done) the pre­
eire Limits at which the Authority of your Govern­
ment ended, and your own Difnetion began; and 
to have imagined (what I very innocently dio) that 
a Propofition, over which you appeareo to have a 
Power fo nearlyabfolute, was a Propofition in a 
great Meafurc of your own Suggefiion. I do not 
mean that I fuppofed you to bring forward fuch a 
Meafure without Reference to the Knowledge which 
you muf!: of courfe have had of the general Feeling, 
Difpofition, and Intentions of your Governmeut, 
but without its fpecific Inf!:ruCtions for that Purpofe 
at that Time. 

In attributing to you this Exercife of Judgement, 
in Addition to the many others which it is con­
tdfed you were at Liberty to exercife, I really in­
tended to convey no Imputation difrefpeCtful to 
you; I can conceive Abundance of Cafes in which 
it would have been not only excufable but highly 
meritorious. 

My Mifiake was at leafi a very harmlefs one, as 
whether the Faa were that you had no precife Au­

thority 



( 153 ) 

thority to give in an official Propofal, or that you 
had fuch an Authority, but fubjeCt to Contingencies 
which had not occurred, the practical Refult muft 
be of Neceffity the fame. 

What thofe Contingencies might be it is not for 
me to enquire; but if they were of the Nature of 
which I now cannot but conjeCture they may have 
been; if the Overture which you were authorized to 
make to the Britifh Government, was to be lhaped 
and timed according to the Re[uit of any other 
Overture to any other Goy.:rnment ; I am then at 
once able to account for thefe Appearances which 
mifled me into a Belief of the Want of a preci[e 
Authority on your Part. 

This Confideration leads me to the other Point on 
which alone there appears a Difference betweeD us 
upon any Matter of FaCt, but a Difference by no 
Means [0 wide as it appears. 

A dmitting the general CorreCtne[s of the State­
ment of my ExpeCtation which I was taught to en­
tertain} of a written Communication from you on 
the Subjet1 of the Orders in Council, YOll add, that 
it was however only in November laft, and imme. 
diatelyafter the Publication of the Orders in Coun­
cil, that you had diredly announced to me your 
Intention of opening a Correfpondence upon them; 
an intention from which you afterwards defift. 
ed, " until you lhould receive the Plea[ure of your 
" Government:" The Correcrne[s of this State-

ment 



" iage," does not appear to differ in any material 
Degree, from my Statement of it. That your An. 
fwer to fuch an Enquiry was official, or authorized 
by your Government, I did not alfert nor prefume. 
I have already faid, that it was not I ill you had ill 
your official Letter of the 23d of Auguft referred to 
what paffed in Converfation, that I lhould have 

thought any fuch Reference allowable on my Part; 
and even then, the generality of your Reference pre­
cluded me from judging correcrly how much of 
what you had ftated in Converfation was from offi. 
cial Authority, how much from your own perfonal 
Information or Opinion. 

You inform me, that your An[wer to this Quef. 
(ion was of the latter Defcription only; but even if 

it were only from your individual Authority, it was 
very material, and was highly gratifying to learn 
that the Embargo, which had been fometimes repre. 
fented both here and in America, as the direcr and 
immediate Confequence of the Orders in Council 

of NO\"ember, and as produced folely by them, was, 
in your Opinion, " a Meafure of Precaution againft 
" reafonably anticipated Peril." 

The,Purpofe of this Letter is not to renew the 
Difcuilion upon the Subjecr of your Propofal, but 
merely to clear up any Mifunderftandingwhich had 
exifted between.us in the Courfe of that Difcuilion. 

I cannot 
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1 c.mnot conclude, however, without adverting 
very !hortly to that Part of your Letter, in which 
you argue that the Failure of France in the Attempt 
to realize her gigantic Project of the Annihilation 
of the Commerce of this Country, removes all Pre. 
text for the Continuance of the retaliatory Syfl:em 
of Great Britain. 

This Impotency of the Enemy to carry his Pro­
jects of Yi,)~c'ncc and Injufl:ice into Execution might 
with more PrclpridY be pleaded with him as a 
Motive fOJ" wil hdrawing Dtcrees at 0":(C [0 indefen. 
fib Ie and j"" EttL.: <.:If.,,'lCiou~ for [he:,' Purpofe, than 
repre[ente,l as creating an Ob1ig-,llion upon Great 
Britain to ddjfl: from the r,Teaiures of defenfive Re­
taliation which thofe Decrees have necelfarily occa­
fioned. If the Foundation of the retaliatory Syftem 
of Great Britain was (as we contend it to have 
been) originally juft, that Syfl:em will be juftit1ably 
continued in force, not [0 long only as the Decree~ 
which produced it are mifchievoufly cperative, but 
until they are unequivocally abandonee; and if it 
be thus confiftent with Juftice to perfevere in that 
Syftem, it is furely no mem Motive of Policy for 
fuch Perfeverance, that a premature Departure from 
it, while the Enemy's original Provocation rem aim 
unrepealed, might lead to falfe Conclllfions as to 
the Efficacy of the Decrees of France, and might 
hold out a dangerous Temptation to that Power to 
refort to the fame Syftem on any future Occafion ; 
a Refult, which not Great Britain alone, but all 

commercial 



commercial N acions are deeply interefl.'ed in pre­
venting. 

I have now, Sir, only to exprefs my Senfe of the 
Candour and Liberality with which this Difcuffion 
has been conduCted on your Part, and my Acknow­
ledgments for the JuHice which you render to my 
Difpofition to treat you at all Times with reciprocal 
RefpeCl:, and to liften to you with the Attention to 

which, perfonally as well as officially, you ha·ve 
every Claim. 

I cannot forego the Hope, that it may yet fall to 
our Lot LO be inftrumental in the Renewal of thai! 
good U nderftanding between our Two Govern­
ments which is as congenial to the Feelings as it is 
clfential to the Interefts of both Countries; which, 
nothing but the forced and unnatural State of the 
World could have interrupted ; and which there is, 
on the Part of the Britifh Government, the moft 
anxious and unabated Defire- to reftore. 

I have the Honour to be, &c .. 
(Signed) George Canning. 

William Pinkney Efquire, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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NO·4' 

COPY of a Letter from Mr. Pinkney 
to Mr. Secretary Canning, dated No­
vember :2 8th, 1808. 

Great Cumberland Place, 
Sir, Nuv. 28th, 180l8. 

I HAVE had the Hono"r to receive your Letter of 
the 22d lnfl:ant, and to tranfmit a Copy of it 

to my Government. 

Without de firing to protratl a Difcumon, in the 
ConduCt of which neither your Sincerity nor mine 
will I feel aiTured be doubted by anyone, I may be 
permitted to fay that the Authority under which I 
aCted in our late Communic2.tions was not contin­
gent, as you now appear to conjeCture; ar,d that the 
Remark contained in my Letter of the I ::,th of Oc­
tober, "that the provifio\laJ Nature of :'1y 011:"1" to 

" make my Propofal in \Vriting, aro[e out of Cir­
"cumfl:ances," will be found explained in the 
fame Letter by PaHages \'. hich immediately follow 
the Remark. 

I ha ve f~lilJ tn my Letter of the lorh of Oaober, 
that "I had no precife Infh,di,)lls" as to the 
" Manner of condu3in n • and illuflrating the Sub­
" iea" confided to my ~hr;~,::;c mUll; b:t you will 

[uffer 
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fuffer me to enter my friendly Protefl: againfl: all 
Suppofitions that" the Manner, the Time, and the 
" Conditions of the Overture" were " left to my 
" own Difcretion;" that I had a Power" nearly 
" abfolute" over it; or that it was "in a great 
" Meafure of my own Suggrfl:ion." 

I will trouble you no farther, Sir, on this Occa­
fion. than to affure you, that nothing could give me 
more fine ere Pleafure than to fee fulfilled the Hope 
which you exprefs, that it may yet fall to our Lot tQ 
be infl:rumental in the Renewal of good Under­
fl:anding between our Governments. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) IFm. Pinckney. 
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Sir, 

P .AP E R S. 

No. I. 

COpy of a Difpatch from Mr. Secrelary 
Canning to the Honourable D. ~'1. 
Erikine; dated Foreign Office, 23d Ja­
nuary 1809' 

I F there rcall y exia in thofe Individuals who a--e 
to have a leading Sh:ue in the new Adminiilra­

tion of the United States, that Difpofition to come 
to a complete and cordial Undcraanding with 
Great Britain, of which you have recei-,cd from 
them fuch pofitive Affurances; in meeting that Dif­
pofilion, it would be ufelefs and unprofitable to re­
cur to a Recapitulation of the Caufes from which 
the Differences between the two Governmt::lts have 
arifen, or of the Arguments already 1'0 often repeated 
in fupport of that Syftem of Retaliation to which 
His Majeay has unwillin!!;ly had Recourfe. 

That Syaem His Majet1y mua unqueaionably 
continue to maintain, .unlefs the Object of it can be, 
o~herwi[e accomplirned. 

M 3 But 
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But after the Profeffion on the Part of fo many of 
the leading Members of the Government of the 
Uuited States, of a fincere Defire to contribute to 
that ObjeCt in a Manner which fhould render the 
Continuance of the Syll:em adopted by the Britifh 
Government unnecdfary, it is thought Right that a 
fair Opportunity fhould be afforded to the American 
Government to explain its Meaning, and to give 
Proof of its Sincerity. 

The Extenfion of the InterdiCtion of the Ameri­
can Harbours to the Ships of War of France as well 
as of Great Britain, is, as ll:ated in my former Dif­
patch, an acceptable Symptom of a Syll:em of Im­
partiality towards both Belligerents; the firll: that 
has been publicly manifell:ed by the American Go­
vernment. 

The like Extenfion of the Non-importationACl: to 
other Belligerents is equally proper in this View. 
Thefe Meafures remove thofe preliminary Objec­
tions, which mull: otherwife have precluaed any ufe­
ful or amicable Difcuffion. 

In this State of Things, it is poffible for Great 
Britain 10 entertain Propofltions, wkich, while fuch 
manifeft Partiality was fhewn to her Enemies, were 
not confiftent either with her Dignity or her Ia~ 
terefr. 

From the Report of your Converfa:tions with Mr. 
LMadifon, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Smith, it ap .. 

,piars;-
1ft. 



rft.-That the American GO',',criiP,lC1L :,: rrCj1:1~','J, 
in the Event of His J\lajefh's Cllllfc:,:il:<T to ,. .. ::11-
draw the Order, in Council 'of Janu:1ry a~d Non:ln­

b:?r 1807, to ,,-ithdraw contemporancouf1v 0:1 its Part 
the lnterdidi'lll of its Harbou-rs to Ships of \IT

:"" 

and all Non-illtercourfe and Non-importation i\~l:·o, 
fa far as refpccl:s Creelt Britain: !c::w;ng them in 
Force \yith refpeCl: to France, and the Po"wcrs which 
adopt or ad unGer her Decrces;-

2diy. (\:Vhat is of the utmort Import:1ncc, as pre­
cluding a new Source of i\Lundcr!landing, which 
might arife after the A,~jufll11ent of the other Que!­
tions), That America is \\ illin;; to rcnocn.:e, during 
the !lrL[Cllt \I;ai-, the rrctc:lil"n of canyin::; on in 
Time of '.Var all Trade \" .. ;th the EllCr.1Y'S Colunies, 

frol11 \vhich Jhe ,i"aS excluded during Peaee;-

:~dly. Grot Britain, for tLe Pm'pofe of fecurin;:,: 
the Operation of the Embargo, and of the bon:L fide 
Intelltion of America to prevent her Citizens from 
trading with France, and the Powers adopting and 
aaing under the French Decrees, is to be confiden;d 
as being at Liberty to capture all f uch American \' cr­
fds as may be found attempting to trade wilh the 
Ports of any of there Po\\-ers; without \\ h;ch Secu­
rity for the Obfervance of the Embargo, the raifin;.; 
it nominally with refpea to Great Britain a:lJl~C. 

would, in Faa, raife il with refpea to all the '\YorlJ. 

On thefe Conditions His Maj::,fly would eonfcnt 
110 \vithdraw the Orders in Council of January and 
November 1807,fo far as refpeEtsAmerica. 

to! -+ As 
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As the Firll: and Second of there Conditions are 
the Suggell:ions of the Perfons in Authority in Ame­
rica to you, and a~ Mr. Pinkney has recently (but for 
the firll: Time) expre{fed to me his Opinion, that 
there will be no Indifpofition on the Part of his 
Government to the Enforcement by the Naval 
Power of Great Britain of the Regulations of 
Ameriq with refpeCl: to France, and the Coun­
tries to which there Regulations continue to ap· 
ply, but that his Government was itfe1f aware, 
that without fuch Enforcement thore Regulatiolls 
mull: be altogether Nugatory; I flatter myfelf that 
there will be no Difficulty in obtaining a difiinCl: 
and official Recognition e>f thefe Conditions from 
the American Government. 

For this Purpofe you are at Liberty to communi. 
cate this Difpatch in extenJo to the American Stcre­
tary of State. 

Upon receiving through you, on the Part of the 
American Government, a difiinft and official Re­
cognition of the Three above-mentioned Conditions, 
His Majefiy will lofe no Time in fending to Ame­
rica a Minifier fully empowered to confign them to 
a formal and regular Treaty. 

As, how~ver, it is poffible that the Delay which 
mufi interyene before the aCtual Conc1ufion of a 
Treaty m!i.y appear to the American Government to 
deprive this Arrangement of Part of its Benefits, I 

am 



am to authorize YOLl, if the .... mcri,·;-m G,)ycrnmt'11t 

fuould be dcfirous of aCting up 111 t:1C '\, ;l'ccm-":lt 

before it is reduced into a 1",,,,,d,(1" Fc'T1.J, (~ilh~r by 
the immdiJtc: Repeal of the Embargo, and the' nc;1cr 

ACts in Qud1:iull, or by cnga~il\i! to repeal the:ll ',ll 

a particular Day) to alrure the American (;()\'dll. 

ment of His l\bjefl y'g Readinds to meet fLlch a nii:' 
pofition in the 1bnner bell calculat..:d to :;iv,;.it 
immediate Effect. 

Upon the Receipt here of an official !\'ote, con­
taining an Engagement for the Adoption by the 
American GC'vernme:nt of the Three Conditions 
above fpecified, His Majelly will be preplreJ, 0;1 

the Faith of fuch Engagement, either i[lJenediately 
(if the Repeal {jdl have been jn}111c,J:,l'C in Americi) 
or on any Day fpecified by the American Govern­
ment for that Repeal, reciprocally t::> recal the Or­
ders in .councii, without waiting for the Conclufion 
of the Treaty; and you are ~J.thorizcd, in the Cir­
cumllances herein defcribed, to take fuch reciprocal 
Engagement on His Majtfly's Behalf. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) Ge~rge Canning. 



Sir, 

NO.2. 

COpy of a Note from Mr. Erlkine to the 
Secretary of State of the United States; 
dated Wafhington, April 17th, 1809-

I HAVE the Honour to inform you, that I have 
received His Majefty's Commands to reprefent 

to the Government of the United States, that His 
Majefty is animated by the moft fincere Defire for 
an Adjuftment of the Differences which have un­
nappily fo long prevailed between the two Countries, 
the Recapitulation of which might have a Tendency 
to impede, if not to prevent, an amicable Under .. 
{landing. 

It havi~g been reprefented to His Maje fty ~~ 
Government, that the Congrefs of the United 
States, in their Proceedings at the opening of the 
laft Seffion, had evinced an Intention of paffing cer· 
tain Laws which would place the Relations of Great 
Britain with the United States upon an equal Foot­
ing, in all RefpeCts, with the other Belligerent 
Powers, I have accordingly received His Majefty's 
Commands, in the Event of fuch Laws taking place, 
to offer on the Part of His Majefl:y, an honourable 
Reparation for the AggrdIion committed by a Bri. 
tifh Naval Officer in the Attack on the United States 
Frigate, the Chefapeake. 

Confidering 



Confidering the } •. Ct palTeJ. by the Congn{, of the 
United St:<c.c.;, 0,1 the Firlt llt March (ufually term­
ed the Non-iiltcrcollrfe Ac1) as having produced a 
State of Equality in the Relations of the t\\n Bdli­
gerent POWl r8, \vith rcfpec1 to the Unitell States, 
I have to fubmit, conformably to my Infl:ruCtionb, 
for the Confideration of [he Amcricln Government, 
fuch Terms of SatisfaCtion and Reparatillll as Hi;. 
Majell:y is induced to believe will be accepted in tbe 
fame Spirit of Conciliation with which they are pro­
pofed. 

In addition to the prompt DifavowaI made by His 
Majell:y, on being apprifed of the unauthorized ACl 

committed by His Naval Officer, whofe Recal, as a 
Mark of the King's Difpleafure, from an highly itU­
ponant and honourable Command, immediately 
enfued, His Majefty is willing to refl:ore the Men 
forcibly taken out of the Chefapeake, and, if accept. 
able to the American Government, to make a fuit­
able Provifion for the unfortunate Sufferers on that 

Occaficn. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) D. M. ErjliJle. 



Sir, 

NO'3' 

COpy of a Letter from the Secrftary of 
State of the United States to the Ho­
nourable D. M. Erikine ;-dated De­
partment of State, April 17th, 1809' 

To HAVE laid hefore the Prcofident )'our Note, in 
': ..... which you have, in the Name and by the Order 

(,r His Drita:mic l\'lajefly, declared that His Britannic 
l\bjefly is defifOus of making an honourable Repa­
ration for the Aggrdlion committed by a Britifh 
Naval Ollicer in the Attack on the United States 
:Frigate the Chdapeake; that in :o.ddition to this 
prompt Difavnwal of the Act, I-lis .Majefl:y, . as a 
Mark of his Difpleafure, did immediately recal the 
0ffenJing Officer from an highly important and ho­
nourable Command; and that He is willing to re­
.. Lort the Men forcibly taken out of the Chefapeake, 
.md, if acceptable to i; ll~ American Government, to 
make a fuitable l'i"c)\'!!l(,;l for the unfortunate Suf­
ferers on that Occafion. 

The Government of the United States, having, at 
;,.] Times, ellt:',: <lined a finL'~;-c Defire for an Adjuf\.. 
ment of the Differences which have fo long and fo 
unhappily fubfifled between the two Countries, the 
PfcGdent GlIlnot but receive with Plea!ure, A{fur­
anccs th:tt His I3ritmnic Majefl:y is auuated by Lhc 
fame: DiiiJof!tion,and that he is ready, in. Conformity 

to 



to this Difpolition, to make A:or.ement for the Tnfl:lt 
and Aggrefiion committed by one of IIis Naval Oili­
cen, in the Attack OIl the United Stales Fri.;;cr.: the 
Chefapeake. 

As it appears at the ['line Time, that in making 
this Offer, His Britannic Majefly derives;]. Motive 
from the Equality now exil1:ing in the Relations of 
the United States with the Two Belligerent Powers, 
thePrefident owes it to the Occafion, and to himfdf, 
to let it be underflood, that this Equality is a Refult 
incident to a State of Things growing out of dillinCl: 
Confideratiolls. 

With this Explanation, as requilile as it is frank, 
I am authoriz~d to inform you, that the Preildcat 
accepts the Note delivered by you, in the Name and 
by the Order of His Britannic M;j <fly; and w:il 

confider the fame with the Fn;::;':,,,ment lllercl:l, 
when fulfilled, as a Satisfaction for the bfult and 
Injury of whi.:h he has complaineJ,-l1ut Ihavc i[ 
in exprefs Charge from the Pr .. !:cic!1t to fl:lt", that, 
while he forbear3 to infiil on a further Fuoiihmcnt of 
the offending Officer, he i:; not the' Lls fenilble of 
the Juflice and Utility of fuch an Example, nor the 
lefs perfuaded that it would beft comport with what 
is due from His Britannic Majelty to his own 

Honour. 
I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) R. Smith. 
The Honourable David Montague l->/kine, 

&c. &c. 



Sir, 

( 174 ) 

NO·4' 

COpy of a Letter from l\Ir Frfkine to 
Mr. Smith, dated Walhington, April 

18th, 1809-

I HAVE the Honour of informing you, that His 
Majefly having been p::rfuaded that the ho­

nourable Reparation which he had cat.:fed to be 
tendered for the unauthorifcd Attack on the Ame­
rican Frigate Chefapeakc would b:: accepted by the 
Government of the United State~' in the fame Spirit 
()f Conciliation with which it \\ ciS propofed, has in. 
ftruCted me to exprefs His Satisfaction {bould fuch 
a happy Termination of that AfiJ.i~· take place, not 
(lnly ;!.s having removed a painful i.. aufe of Differ­
ence, but as affording a fair ProfpeCt of a complete 
and cordial Underfbnding being eflablifhed between 
the Two Countries. 

The favourable Change in the Relations of His 
Majefly with the Unitt-d States, \\hich has been 
produced by the ACt (ufualiy termed the Non-in­
tercourfe ACt) pa{fed in the !aft Seillen of Congrefs, 
was alfo anticipated by His Majtfly, and has encou­
raged a further Hope that a Reconfideratioll of the 
exifting Dilferences might lead to their fatiofaClory 
AdjuCullcnt. 

On 
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On thefe Grounds and Expectations I aminlhuCt­
ed to communicate to the American Government 
His Majefl:y's Determination of fending to the 
United States an Envoy invefl:ed with full Powers 
to conclude a Treaty on all the Points of the Rela. 
tions between the Two Countries. 

In the mean Time, with a View to contrib'lte to 
the Attainment of fo defirable an Object, His Ma­
jefl:y would be willing to withdraw His Orders in 
Council of January and November ISo7, fo far as 
refpeCts the United States, in the Perfuafion that the 
Prefident would iifue a Proclamation for the Re­
newal of the Intercourfe with Great Britain; and 
that whatever Difference of Opinion ihould arife in 
the Interpretation of the Terms of fuch an Agree­
ment, will be removed in the prefent Ncgocia. 
tion. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) D. M. Er}1rinl. 

The Han. R08. Smith. 



~­

NO·5' 

CO?'! of a Letter from Mr. Smith to tIlt: 
1 inClur.1Ue D. 1\1. Edkine; dated Depart­
l~ll.:nt ()f :).ale, 18th April 1809. 

SIR, 
T :.": r;;,:te, ,,;~:ch I had the Honoul" of receiving 

rru·.\ y,)t! t(J;3 D,lY, 110ft no Time in: laying be-
Lt: the; "f!':C;)t, who, being fincerely ddirous of 
u .. ',; O)y '\iflmcllt of the Diflerences unhap­
Viy [uL;l;li,:C; b(;(\'.' .. (n Gre..tt Britain and the United 
~ila'fc, Lil:; au';,·.,;·;zcd me to "lfLlIe ,OU, th.lt he will 
);:-::tt, ""ilh a DifpoJ1tion COiT(rl" l.ei.:]!t wi:h that of 
His Brit:J.lll!ic I\i .. jd1:y, the Dc:Uil~i,jat;on of His 
ltiajc:fty to fend to the United States a Special En­
,'oy, invefted with fulllJowers to conclude a Treaty 
,!l all the Points or tile; Rei.uions between the Two 
Co l.;11tries. 

r am further ::ui horizeci to aiTure you, that in cafe 
11is Britannic Majef1:y il]()uld, in the mean Time, 
\',i',;d,<tw His Orders in Cow1cil of hnuary and 
November J 807, fo fIr as refl;el'ts the United States, 
the Prefident will not fail to ilfue a Proclamation, 
by virtue of the Authority and for the Purpofes 

fpecified in the Eleventh SeCtion of the Statute com­
mOllly calleu the Non-Illtercourfe ACt. 

I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, &c. 

(Signed) R. Smith. 



Sir, 

No.6. 

COpy of a Letter from Mr. Erlkine to 
Mr. Smith, dated\Vaihington, April 19, 

18°9· 

IN confequence of the Acceptance by the Prefi-
dOlt, as ftated in your Letter dated the l1.'th 

Inftant, of the Propofals made by me on tte Part 
of His Majefry, ill ;m" LClV:r of the fame Day, for 
the Renewal of the Intercourfe between the refpec­
tive Countries, I am authorized t:) declare that His 
Majefty's Orders in COlmci; of January and No­
yember 18°7, v!ill iuve I:;_en \'.':th+~lwn, fo Lr as 
ref peets the United States, on the loth Day of June 
next. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) D. M.1irjkine. 

The Honourable Robert Smith, 
C.c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 

NO·7· 

COpy ,,f a Letter from the Honourable 
Robu Smith to the IIon()ur~t,le D. M. 
Erfkine ;-_·",itcd Cepartment of State, 
April 19ih, 1809. 

H A VIN G ! :;J before the Prefident your Note of 
.ll. tl:is Day, containing an Affurance that His 

Britani;c lV;j~ny will, on the loth of June next, 
have withdraw!,] His Ord~rs in Council of January 
and Novembt'r 1807 fo far as refpet1s the United 
States: I have the Honour of informing you, that 
the Prefid: ( will accordi:1gly, and in purfuance of 
the Eleventh Set1ion of e,le Sta~ut", commonly called 
the Non-intercourfe A~t, i{fut:! a :>lochmation, fo that 
the Trade of the Uni'cd St"t~ ,yith Great Britain 
may on _'.: fame D<1y be: re:,ewcd, in the Manner 
prorided in tIle faid Settion. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. Smith. 

The Honourable D. M. Erikinc, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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