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s T A T E 
OFT H E 

Britifh and French Colonies 

I .N 

NORTH AMERICA. 

SIR. 

T HE French having, Gnce their forcible 
entry into Nova Scotia, greatly aug­
mented the caUle of our complaints. in­

fiead of removing them, by feizing tile weftern 
pal t of f/irginia, a much larger and no lefs va­
luable COlJoOtry ; you defire to have my fentiments 
on their deflgns hy their preCent encroachments, 
and on tbe meansof frllftrating them, as well as 
pl'evenring the like for the fULUre: you likewife 
expeCt from me an account of the ftate both of 
rhe Englifh and French Colonies, with refpeCl to 
their. exte nt, number of people, forces, forts, In­
dians and (rade. This is a difficult, and perhaps 
an invidious tafk; fitter ro be undertaken by one 
who, having been long refldent in north America, 
is thoroughly acquainteJ with the feveral nations 
of Indial1s and the COllntries which they inhabi", 
as well as with the affairs of the BritiJh colonies. 
However, as you· Geore ir, for real~lOs of a na­
(jonal confideration, I fball cnclea VI)Llr ro oblige 
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you to the beft of my power: on which occa£ioh 
I fhall premife, that the prefent unhappy fitua­
tion of our American colonies, is owing to a fe­
ries of bad management, as well on this as on 
the other fide of the ocean: and altho' I !hall 
touch them as gently as pomble, yet as a remedy 
cannot be properly applied without knowing the 
caufe and circumftances of the difeafe, I promife 
you not to difguife or wilfully mifreprefent mat­
ters, but give them impartially juft as I find 
them, on good authority, under certain heads. 

I. 
Importance of the Ohio (ountry, and views of the 

French in their preftnt proceedings. 

THE patience with which the French were fo 
long fllffered to fettle and fortify themfelves 

in Nova Scotia, withom doubt emboldened them 
to enter and drive us out of the country of the 
Ohio: but heavens be thanked, this fecond auda­
cious fiep has opened the eyes of the whole na­
tion, and made fome people think of American 
affairs more than ever they intended, altho' others 
remain deeply regardlefs and infenfible as ever, 
and perhaps would continue fa till the nation was 
no more, were they to live long enough [0 peri!h 
with it. But their infenfibility does not make 
the extreme danger which now threatens our 
American colonies one jot the lefs; and which in 
threatening them threatens their mother country~ 
fince, in whatever fate betides them, !he muft 
herfelf inevitably be involved. 

Altho' the French are vaftly increafed .in north 
America finc~ t~e peace of Utrecht, and have by 
far the fllpenonty of the EngliJh as to numbers 
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in the iOand~, yet ill the Continent they are niU 
much inferior to the EngliJh. N or is it for Wclnt 

of being fenlible of this difparity that [hey have 
dared to atcack us, tho' fo mllch inferior in num­
ber. They know this defect on their own fide 
perfectly well, h>ut depend for their fuccefi upon 
what they know to be more advanta&;eous than 
a f'uperioriry in numbers, and that is, the divilion 
which rf'igns among the colonies, their defence­
lees frate, and Oownefs in aCtion; as they did not 
fcruple to declare to Major IVaJhington, w ht!n he 
went to their fons on the lakes. 

Of what great impo; ranee the country of the 
Ohiois to our Engli/h colonies will appear, from 
conlidering the vaft conveniencies which, by irs 
firuation on Iy, (independent of its other ad van -
tages mentioned hereafrer) it would <1£ford the 
French of [ecuring and improving their own co­
lonies, as well as annoying ours. 

This country lying in rhe middle [pace between 
their [ettl,ments in Canada and LouiJiana ([0 
which laft [hey prerend it belongs) and at the 
back alfo of our middle colonies, wlJu:d give them 
an opporruniry no, only of joining their two very 
diflant pLmtarions, whenever they lhouJd be in a 
condition to do it, but alfo of prevencing us from 
ex ending our fc:trlements backward beyo lei [he 
great mountains towards the Miffiffippi, ar d of 
arracking them on that fide. Ie would farcher 
frrengthen them and weaken us, by purting it 
in their power to gain the Inditlns of chat large 
country over to their intereft, fome of whom, 
~s the 'Twigtwees or Mrymnis, now in friendfhip 
with the Engltfh, are vay numerous and wa like, 
This would be a very large addition to their 
ilrength, and enable them [0 give gl e.n dIfturh­
ance to the Indians in alliance with [he EngliJh, 
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as well In the northen as the [outhern colonies: 
while,by theIr intermediate fituarion,they will pre­
ven~ their affiO:ing e,Kh other beyond the great 
mountains, by cutting off all communication be­
tween them. 

Their having poffeffion of this country would 
be of i1:ill more ptrnicious confequence to us; 
as by the conveniency of the Ohio and its branche~, 
they wou!d have it in their power at any time to 
attack, to greaL advantage, either our northern or 
fourhern provinces. By means of the Ohio they 
might come with their Indians into the country 
of the five nations, and alfo the provinces of 
New York and Pen/J'h:ania ~ while the river of 
the C0arokees, one of its branches, which falls in­
to it near its mouth in the Mi.JJijJippi, would give 
them an eafy pafTage into the countlY of thofe 
Indians, and both Carolinas, which would lie 
open to their attacks. In reality, were they {hong 
eneugh, they might at prefent invade us on that 
fide by this laO: river, l-.aving fecured admiffion 
into it by the forts which they have ereCted at the 
mouths of the Ohio and the WabaJh. 

From what has been faid it [eems but too evi­
dent, that if the French had this country, they 
would in time be mai1:ers of all the Britijb colo­
nil'S. This province is as necdfary a barrier 
agairft them in the middle parts of our fetde­
ments, a~ rhofe of Nova Scotia and Georgia are 
on the north and fouth; and {ioee their defign 
is fo apparently to hem us in, and contract our 
bounds as much as poffible, it lTands U~ upon to 
keep them at as great a diltance as we can. The 
French are very len{ibie, that in cafe we iliould 
onCe become mafiers of this important country, 
by [rttling and fortifying it, that they could 
never hope to unite their rwo colonies, at leafl: on 

this 
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this fide of the Mi.f!zjfippi : one of the grand 
points which t~ey have had in viewever [inee chey 
entered that river and fettled at New Orleans in 
169Y; and this makes them fa very earnefl: to 
get the Ohio country out of our hand~, which, 
for that rearon, was it aU a rock or fandy defart, 
we ought by no means to permit. 

From their mann".r of proceeding, in forcibly 
wrefting from the Britz/h dominions in dmerica, 
two fueh confiderable province" and buiLling 
forts all along our frontiers; it looks as if [heir 
intention was not only to cut off Ollr inland trade 
with the Indian nations, but alfo to attack our 
Colonies on all fides, when once they have effec­
tually furrounded them with a chain of forti6ca. 
rions, if not before: and I fancy, from whJ.t I am 
going to offer in in fupport of this opinion, that 
you will be inclined to think there is nothing at 
all chimerical in it. 

Altho' Lewis XIV. had in the year 1686, en· 
tred into a treaty of neutrdlirywith England for 
North America, yet in 16~ 8 he embarked in a 
project, which, in violation of the fa·ld treaty, 
his fubjeCts had formed to fubdue [he Bri:ijb Co­
lonies in [hat part of the Cootinelt, and to be­
gin with [he conquefl: of New York. 

The chevalier de Calljeres, who had contrived 
the fcheme, pofted into France to propofe it, and 
folicit affifl:ance. The King approved of the 
plan, and the Count de Frontenac, lent OVl"r Go­
vernor to Canada, was charged wi~h the com­
mand of the expedition. He was EO march 
his troops by land to New York, while the S·It'Llr 

de CCJjfi1tiere wa<; to ply with his lhips befure th~ 
port, till the lignal fhould be given for him [Q en­
ter. Matters were fa to be ordered, that bll[h 
forces fhould appear before the place at the fame 
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time: but thro' fome mii1:akes in the execlltion, 
they Wert~ obliged to give over the defign for 
that time; and a dreadful irruption of the five 
nations, which happened immediately after, would 
have effeCtually ruined Canada, in cafe they had 
bem [upported by the Englijh. 

But altho' their deCign mifcarry'd that time, 
they did not lay it aCide; and the late irruption 
of the five nations only [purred them on to exe­
cute it, in order to prevent another from the fame 
quarter. However, they were frui1:.rated a fecond 
tIme in their defign: for while they were prepar­
ing in Canada to defhoy the Englijh, the latter 
were preparing to fubdue Canada; fo that they 
were obliged to keep their forces (0 defend them­
felves. 

The next year a new plan was fet on foot by 
Mr. Denonville, governor of Canada, who de­
clared it as his opinion, " that the only way to 
" terminate the war in America (for war was now 
" proclaimed in Europe) was to take Manhatte, 
" (fo the French call New York) (hat it might 
" be done with fix frigates and 1200 land fol­
" diers; tha~ 3000 men, conCifting of the troops 
" and militia of the country, would ealily make 
" themfelves mafters of the fort Orange (or 
" Albany): that after the capital was taken, 
.. it would be abfolutely neceffary to burn ir, 
" and ruin the country as far as Orange: that 
" by means of this poft, which it wou ld be 
" eafy to keep, they fhould break off all com­
"munication between the EngliJh and IroqUOIs 
" (or the five nations,) compelthefe latter to have 
" recourfe to the French, and hinder the French 
" allies from making alliances prejudicial [0 the 
" Colony of Canada: in fine, that fort Orange 
" would ferve to keep in awe all the coaft of 
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" New England, which tho' very well peopled, 
" was quite defencelefs." 

This was the well-concerted plan of the Mar­
quis Denonville, which Charlevoix, who inferts the 
Whole in his fpurious hiftory of New France, 
imagines could not have failed of fuccefs, in cafe 
it had been fupporced, and expreffes great con­
cern that it was not: but as forces could not be 
fpared at that juncture for the expedition, they 
were obligeQ} to drop the defign once more. 

The reafons which were alledged in the faid 
plan, for the intended conqueft, were, 

I. To prevent the ravages of the five nations, 
by reducing their fupporters. 

2. To get the commerce of the Indians into 
theirr hands, of which the EngliJh deprived them. 

3. For the benefit of Canada, which cannot be 
fecure fo long as the EngliJh are its ntighbours. 

..... Becau[e the intereft of the Englifh and the 
Frenih are utterly incompatible. 

It was upon thefe principles that the French 
undertook, in time of peace, to conquer the En­
gl!fodominions in America; and Qelieved thefe ar­
guments would fufficiently juftify their proceed­
ings to alI the world. 

Now, as thefe reafons will always fubfift:, it i~ 
plain that they will never forgo their project. 
The things they complain of are to them infup­
portable evils; and therefore they will be fure to 
have recourfe to the remedy whenever they think 
themfdves in a condition to apply it: And con­
fidering their prefent proceedings, joined to the 
fteps they have been taking for feveral years paft 
preparatory thereto, would not any body believe 
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that they are 1CluJlly about executing their long­
concerted fcherne? 'Tis (rut', one might be apt 
to douht it, when he rditCts on the number of 
people now inhabiting the BritiJh Co~onies, and 
that one of them might be a outch for Canada. 
This gives a handle [Q vain, ignorant, and difaf­
feeted perfons to make flight of what has ~aft, as 
if it was not worth the government's takmg no­
tice of: buc, does not the great and fudden pro­
crefs which the French have already made evince, 
~hat a handful of men may do againft many 
hundred thoufand, when difunired, and under 
no proper regulation? 

'Tis true, they have not yet attacked New 
York: but, mull not every body in the world, 
who is acquainted with this (cherne, concludt', 
that fort Frederic at Crown· Point (or rather Scalp 
Prnnt) on the iomh end of Champlain lake, 
was built by them for this very delign ? It is 
only to be wilhed, that we may be in a condition 
to reCi!1: them befere they attempt it: for they 
never had [0 [lvourabJe a juncture as this, when 
the exceffive debts of the nation might be thoug-ht, 
in fome meafure, to difable us from relenting our 
wrong', or affording our plan'ations the requifire 
affiftance; and the difunion which fubfift:s arJ,1ong 
the Colonies renders them unable to help rhem­
felvts; at a time when we are t, Id they are with­
out fons, wi[h<-Iut arms, without ammunition, 
and without money! 

Their fcttling at New Orleans abput nine years 
a~ttr they had fU,rtl!ed the {cherne of conquering 
f.ew York, put It IOta their heads to go a marc 
Oow, ,but fmer way co w~rk, by int::nflbly en­
croachl~g ~pon our ColOnies, and furrounding 
them WIth tom. Before that time', tho' always 
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very troublefome, they feemed to confine them­
{elves within moderate limits, and had only three 
forts, excepting thofe of ~ebek ann Montreal, in 
the neighbourhood of our nonhern Colonies; 
namely, (hofe of Chambly, 20 miles fomh-eaft of 
Montreal, Frontenac on the north-eaO: end of lake 
Kadarakui on Ontario, and Denonville on che fouch ... 
weft fide of the fame lake, near (he talls of Niaw­
gra ; which feemed to be built rather to defend 
[heir own fronciers chan encroach on thofe of the 
Englijh, and the la(t was almoft as roon deftr;:>yed 
as built: but from the above-mentioned period. 
they began to entertain vaf!:er deOgns. How­
ever, they were prevented by the war till after 
the peace of Utrecht in 17 I 3, which is the :;era 
from whence the growing fiate of Canada may 
be dated; and in propor tion as the Frencb took 
care to extend their territories, (he Eng!ijh ne­
gleded, or ratber feemed utterly (0 abandon the 
care of {heirs: as if (he great ftruggte at the 
treaty of Utrecht, in b::half of their American do­
minions, proceeded rather from the glory of 
having their title acknowledged by France, than 
any real va!ue they had for, or dellgn of preferv­
ing, them. 

The French began their encroachments about 
17'5, by building fort 'Touloufe on the river Ali­
ba1fla, in or near the country of the Creek Indians, 
and the back of Carolina; a place which the En­
glifh had been in polfeffion of 28 years before. 
Their next attempt was to try the pulfes of the 
minifiry, with regard to Nova Scotia, by denying 
our title to it; which they had, in {he molt fo­
Jemn manner and f lrmal tel ms, given lip but u¥ 
years before. Finding cht'm ea(y enough to coo­
{ent to a negotiation, ill(teacl of refenting the in­
fulc, and the people of the Colonies wholly taken 
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up with their own private interefts and quarrels, 
they watched their opportunity; and in I 7l J , 

tlfurped from the province of Newrork all the lands 
for above 120 miles to the fouth of St. Law­
rence's river, by building fort Frederick at Crown 
Point. In 1750 they feized two parts in three of 
Nova Scots, by building forts at Shegnekto and 
Baye Verte; {ince when they have built two others 
at the mouth of St. John's river. In 1726, they 
encroached on PenJj/vania, by ereCting, or rather 
reftaring a fort call'd Denonville, near the falls of 
Niawgra above-mentioned. Thofe forts and that 
'Of de '1roite between the lakesErri and Hurons were 
built, that by their means the French might com­
mand the Straits, on which they ftand, and open 
orfhur themjutt as theythemfelves!hould think fit. 

Fort de '.froite in 17 I 2, the Outegamis promifed 
to burn, and bring in the Englijh; but they mif­
carried. " Had this place been loft, fays Charlevoix, 
" and the Englifh taken paffeffian, it would quite 
c, have ruinCid New France, as 'cis the center and 
'" {ineo- part of all Canada, and it would have 
" been impoffible to have the leaft communica­
" (ion with the favages above, or with Lfluijiana." 

This proves what I have obfened as to the 
defigned obftruetion; and !hews how many ways 
there were, and opportunities we have had of put­
ting a frop to the progrefs of the French, and pre­
venting them from uniting their two Colonies. 

Thefe forrs, therefore, appear to have been 
built to limi t our northern Colonies on the weft, as 
'.foulouJe was, with defign that it lhould be our ne 
plus ultra on the fame ~de af Carolina and Georgia: 
laftly, they have blllit forts on Lake Erri, and 
?riven us out of ours on the Ohio near Logftow1t, 
111 order [0 let llS know that they will not fuffer us 
to poffefs an inch of ground to the weft of the .dlli­
gane)' moun rai ns. By 
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By there limits, which the French have pre­
fcribed us by their forts, they have ftript llS of 
more (han nine parts in ten of North America, 
which they may be faid now to be in porreffion 
of; and left llS only a ikirt of coall: along the At~ 
lantic fuore, bounded on the norch by the river 
St. Lawrence, and on the weft by the Appalachian 
or Alliganey mountains, which are no where above 
280 miles diftant from (he coaft, and .in fame 
parts not more than 120. 

In confequence of thefe proceedings they have 
already prevented us from extending our fettle­
ments beyond their prefent bounds; cut off all our 
intercourfe with the Indians; and farther reduced 
the fmall !hare they had left us of the Fur trade~ 
having gotten into their parrellon fix or felen 
eighths of it before. But if left in porrellon of 
fuch great advantages, it is not to be imagined 
that our good neighbeurs will flop there: they 
who have unjufily ufurped fo much from us, 
would not long be content without ftizing the 
whole, if it was in their power; and this moll: 
cercainly they intended in a iliort time to attempt; 
nor could it have been in the power of (he united 
force of our plantations to withftand them. 

It was, doubtlefs; not without a view to this 
defign, that in 1750, Mr. Chaubert, a lieutenant 
in (he King's fieet, was fent to furvey rhe pen in­
fula of Nova Scotia, from (he gut of Canfo quite 
round the coaft as far as Port Royal, under co­
lour of doing fervice to Geography and Naviga­
tion. It was cercainly doing both a very import­
ant fervice; and that gentleman has executed his 
plan (the more meritorioufly, as the voyage 
was undertaken at his own requeft) with an 
add refs which does him extraordinary honour; 
yet this is a work, which, at a time when the French 

. had 



[ I Z ] 

had invaded our vrritories in that very part, the 
EnzliJb,' I think, ought not to have fuffered. 

Luckily for the Colonies, they have difcovered 
their dellan cefore their chain of forts was com-

o . 
pleted, and they were fufficlently prepared for 
putting it in execution: for doubtlefs their in­
tenrion was firft [0 have deprived us of all Indian 
affiftance, efpecially in the northern colonies~ 
where they propored to attack us, by either cut­
ing off or fubduing the fix nations and their allies. 
This as a memorial before me, written by an 
American about that rime, fets forth, they threa­
tened to do in 1732, theyearafterthey had built 
[heir fort at Crown-point: (0 much did the gain­
ing that point embolder.l them, and fo much had 
the colonies chiefly concerned reafon to repent 
their having {uttered [0 dangerous an incroach­
ment. After fubduing the fix nations, their next 
motion probably would have been to build a fore 
or forts in the country of the Cbarokees, as r hofe 
Indians informed the Governor of Carolina they 
hAd often threatened: then perhaps they might 
have attempted to erect one at the head of the 
rivers Kennebek and La Cbaudiere, in a place here­
afrer-mentioned. But, for fear of alarming the 
colonies too much, in all probability they would 
not have thought of feizing the Obio in the bor­
ders of Virginia, rill they found matters ripe for 
execution: for as their end in this was to leave 
(he nonhern colonies no Indians to affift them, it 
feems (0 have been defigned for their lan ftep. That 
they rook it fo prematurely, was doubtlefs to pre­
vent the Englijb; who, they apprehended, or ra­
ther were informed, were making preparations 
for ftttllOg that country: for it appears now, that 
the intentions of the colonies on that head were 
betrayed to "he French; and the fecret of the 
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Q,bio grant, to the Indians. Ie was this which 
brought the former fooner than they intended io­
to thofe parts; and made the latter debt or turn 
againft the Jlirginians, which occalioned their de­
feat in the battle of (he great meadows. 

As the French in 168 ~ fet on foot their project 
during the peace, in expectation of a war foon 
breaking our, they are dOllbtlefs at prefent in a 
like expeCl:ation: it is liktly too that their intent 
was, as they feem [Q have done, to begin the war 
in America; which according to fame is the mofr 
proper place for them to begin it in. 

That the French were not far off from putting 
th:::ir old fcheme in execution, might be inferred 
'from [he conduCt of their geographers; who of 
late have been more than ordinarily bufy at cur­
tailing the BritiJh territories in their maps; by 
which they lay claim to a great deal more than 
th::ir countrymen have taken poffeffiol1 of. For 
they cut off from us near one half of Hudfon's 
river, which belongs to New York, and the who!!! 
country of the five narions, tho' exprefsly yielded 
by the treaty of Utrecht. Altho' by the original 
grant of our Kings Penfylvania is ext.:nded five 
degrees, or about 260 miles weft of Delawar ri­
ver, yet they for the general retrench three of 
thofe degrees; and fome make (he Sufquehanna 
its weftern bOllndary, contraCting that province 
ro the breadth of 70 miles~ and· depriving it of 
all the wefiern branches of [hat gre.lt river. Vir­
ginia they limit by (he Appalachian or Alliganey 
mOlln{ains; and curtail 200 miles of it [outh­
ward, making dJhley river its bOllndar~', under 
prerence of their fettl:lTJents in 1:')62: but the 
late Mr. Del Ijle went fiill farther on a worre 
foundation; for in his map of New France, pllb­
lilhed 1718, he [ran,fers the whule povince 0\'er 

co 



[ 1+ J 
to his own nation, by making it a part of Loui· 
fiana, under the falfe fuggeftion thac the name of 
Care/ina was given· to it by the French in honollr 
of their King Charles; and now at length, to 
make ilion work of it, one or- their prefent geo­
graphers, Mr. Robert, has run away with all the 
Briti/h colonies at once, and carried them into 
Canada *, doubtlefs under the lame pretence of 
Perazzani's difcovery in 1524, tho' 27 years po­
fierior to that of the CabolS. 

Can any thing be more evident from all thefe 
inftances, than that the French refolve never [0 

give over their encroachmeRts on our territorie!5, 
but to gain upon them by degrees, till they have 
accompli1hed their long concerted defJgn of fwal­
lowing up the whole. In that cafe, what a moft 
formidable power would France arrive at! "For 
" when become mafters of all our American trade, 
" our fugars, tobacco, rice, timber, and naval 
., ftores, they would [oon, faith the above-men­
" rioned memorialift, be an over match in naval 
" ftrength to the reft of Europe, and fa in a 
" condition to give laws to the whole." 

II. 

State of the French and Engliih colonies compared. 

IF a foreigner, unacquainted with lhe affairs of 
America, was to hear in what manner they have 

driven us, a~ it were, into a corner and blocked 
us up, he would conclude that the French are 
vaftly more flumerous there than the Englijh ; 
whereas the very reverfe of this is the cafe. From 
an exact enquiry made on the fpot laft year, by 

.. See the ConduCt of the Frtnch, P 45. 
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ill very capable perfon, it did not appear that the 
whole inhabitants or French of Canada exceeded 
45,000 fouls, of which 15,000 are fighting men. 
This tallies with the account given by Colonel 
L~vingflon in 1732, as to the laft artic! e, altho' 
he obferved, that the French themfelves made 
their number amount to 18,000. But we are 
affured from another hand, chac in J 747, all 
their militia or fenfible men, capable of march­
ing, did not exceed 12,000 men, with' about 
1000 regular troops, and as many Indians; who 
may be prevailed on to march. As for Louifiana, 
the number of French throughout the whole pro­
vince, which they thus extend from the Mexikan 
gulf [0 the Ilinois river, in about latitude 40 de­
grees, the fpace of 800 leagues, is very fmall : 
bur fuppofing it contains 6 or 7000, with auxiliary 
Indians, the province of either New York or of 
Conneflkut in New England has more men in it 
than both their colonies together: fo that, on a 
moderate calculation, the number of French in 
thtir two fetclements, tho' greatly increafed fince 
the peace of Utrecht, holds a proportion to (hat 
of the Englijh in theirs, which very little exceed. 
one to twenty. "Bur (as a memorial now be­
" fore me obferves on this occafion) union, fitua­
" tion, proper management of the Indians, fu­
" perior knowledge at the country, and conllant 
" application to a purpofe, will more than ba­
" .lance divided numbers, and will eafily break 
" a rope of fand." 

The French have but one town in Louifiana, 
that is New Or/eam, near the mouth of M1JiJ­
fipp! river; and only three of any note in Canada, 
i2.!febeck, Montrea/and :frois-Riviere r, which lies 
between the other two, and all fituated on the 
river of Sr. Laurence: of thefe three pb,ces allo, 
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the two fidl only are of any coniideration. f!!..t­
hek the capital lies about I 10 leagues fro, \) tbe 
mouth of the river St. Laurence, is pretty f1:rongly 
fonified with a forr, four reJoubts, and as many 
batteries on the river, hut weak towards the land. 
Its inhabitants are variouOy computed, from 
10,000 to t 5,000, being more than what are 
found in the other two, bdides 500 foldiers. 

Montreal, fixty leagues higher up the river, is 
more pleafantly feared, and has three fourths the 
number of inhabitants, but is not fa weJl for­
tified. Between thefe two towns are included all 
the fettlements in Canada of any note; that of 
Cf'rois-Rivieres, in the midway, is [mall and a 
trifling forti6cation. 

The climate of Canada is fo cold, that the 
river St. Laurence is not navigable from Oflober 
to May, by reafon of ice, and the earth fa long 
covered with fnow, that the inhabitants have great 
difficulty to maintain their fmall ftocks of cattle 
thro' the winter; and the Indial'l tr .. de, which is 
ail the bufinefs of the country, takes fuch num­
bers of men from labour, that they raife very 
little grain more than is m:ceffary for their annual 
fubGrtance, which frequently falls fhort. The 
forces maintained by the King in this country are 
dif1:rib:.Jted amongll: the finall forts in the inland 
pans, lome to the diftance of above 1000 miles. 
Befides thofe already ment:oned, there are four 
of note. Fort-fore/, where the river of the iro­
quois or Richelieu, which is the dilcharge of Lake 
Champlain, enters St. Laurence river, a little be. 
low Montreal. For t Chambli, before· mentioned, 
half way between Sorel and Lake Champlain, and 
100 north by eaf1: fr.om Crown-point. Thirdly, 
fort Frontenac, menlloned alfo before, on the 
lake Kadcrakkui or Ontario, almoft due north of 
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cur fort of Of we go, and about 60 or 70 milesdifltanr. 
Laftly,Denonvill forr at Niagra and that of Detroit, 
on the canal of communication between the Hu­
rons and Erri lake. They have a few other ftac­
kado forts, and one called St., Ignace, on the 
fo~th fide of the patrage between the Ruron! and 
MiJhigan lake, not far from Tieodonderaghi or 
Mifjilimakinak, where they had one formerly. 

From what has been raid with refpea to Ca­
naJa, the reader may perceive a reafon why the 
French are fo earneft to encroach on the poffef­
fions of their neighbours; and tho' Louijiana 
might make them lome amends, yet it lies at fo 
vaft a diftance, that Canada, for many ages to 
come, can reap bue little benefit from it; that 
is, till the two colonies, by the increafe of their 
refpeClive inhabitants, fball draw do fer together. 

The diftance by land between [he two capitah, 
going, as they are obliged to do, by lakes and 
rivers, is at Ie aft 700 leagues: altho' the di­
rta diftance, could it be traveled for woods and 
moraffes, would not be above 450. It is a jour­
ney by water of three months, from ~.{ebe,~ to 

New Orleans; and three times as much from New 
Orleans to S'<!febek, going againft the ftream of 
the MiJfijJippi, and other rapid rivers. In all this 
fpace there are no more than a few flackado forts, 
at a great diflance from each other, and without 
any fettlements. The diftance by fea is equa.! to 
that thro' the continent: for to their colonies they 
have no more than two inlet~, the mouth of the 
Miffiffippi, and that of the river St. Laurence, 
near 1000 leagues afunder ; whiift the El1g1iJh find 
admiffion into theirs by an infinite number of ri­
vers, which fall into the Atlantic ocean within that 
fpace, and afford them fo many advantages of 
trade. 

c But 
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_ But altho' the FrC11ch colonies arc far illferior 

to the Elly.lJh, witll rerred to number of inha­
bitants, cdm'11odious fituJtiJn, and quality of 
foil; yet tbey far exceed them in other advan­
tages. IrJ the firO: place, the country to the 
welt of C,nnada is the bell country f(lr furs in all 
America; fur beaver or caftor, the farther fOllth, 
hath ltfs fur. (lnd more hair. This valuable trade 
they have engroffed almoft wholly to themfelve~, 
by having all that Imn1fn(e tract of country open 
to them; while they exclude the EngliJh, by in­
doring them, and ihutting up all paffages except­
ing one or two, by which the Indians can l:ave 
accers to them. As their whole bulintf<; al1l10ft 
is their trade with [he Indians, their young men, 
for fake 0[- g.lin, travel and refide among them: 
nay, they become acquainted with the woods, 
whence named Coureurs de Bois, or wood-ran­
gus; are inured to hardihips, become entcrpri­
zing, and are as good at bulb-fighting, as the 
IndiC!11S thnllfelves: at home they are mul1ered 
and exercifed; all excepting ecclefiaftics and fome 
others, m:ly be accounred fo many foldiers, who 
are better fvr the krvice of that country than 
thei r beO: veteran troops, and even the Indians 
tr.cmfelv,s. For Ihis real(JO, that fort ot life is 
ei.collrageJ in Cml(!da; and it is a qualification 
for a yuung man 10 make a toUr on the lakes, 
as it is in EUi'OpC to make a campaign. 

The country is divided into fignories, and the 
lands held in foccage, by tht tenants, who are 
thtreby obliged, on any occauon, to rake up 
arms for their defence. The whole bein a like~ 
wife under one general command, the people 
obey \V,[h !uch aldcrity, "That (.to ufe the words 
" of a memorial before me) in cafe of any at­
"tack, they all Oy, on the firft notice, to the 
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C( place of danger, as readily as In it garrif,')n' 
" on be-acing or J0110ding a cail." 

The French fortify alto whert:ver they come, 
but above all rake care to gain the Indians; and 
are now mafi:crs, fays the fame memorial, of all 
the Indians in the ealtern part of the continent. 
For this purpo[e they conftantly keep pridls, or 
other emifLries among[\: them; and [0 naturally 
cOi",form themfelves to the Indian ways, as [carce 
to be diftinguiihed. In fine, they frequently in­
termarry with chern, by which methods they 
ihengthen their inrerefr, and endear thl:mJelves 
to the Indians, who are very true ro them. 

This is the general !late of the French in dmc~ 
rica, while that of the Britijh colonies is too much 
the rtverfe. Each is a di[\:inct: government wholly 
independent of the reft, pLllfuing its own intereft 
and fubjeCl: to no general command. If we con­
fider their fiate as to force, we !hall find rhem, 
for the moa part, very weak and defencelefs. 
Above two pans in three of Nova Scotia are in 
the hands of the French, who have feized all the 
north main, and left us only th~ peninfuJa: how­
ever, we have there dnnapolis, Halifax, and fome 
otht:r thriving fettlements, which begin to put on 
a very good afpeCl:. 

New England is {hong and indifferently well 
fortified, particularly northward, where it has 
a chain of forts reaching to Alban.,v, which de­
fend a line of 300 miles. Irs eaftern frontier 
al[o, which was tolerably well [ecured before, has 
been lately reinforced by tht; addition of twO forts, 
built Jal1 fummer, on the banks of the river 
Kennibek. 

New York, the princip.11 frontier againO: Ca. 
nada, is provided with no very (hong fort in its 
capi ral, and wants fome to [ecure the entrallce of 
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its harbour. Albuny has another fort fiill 1;:[5 de­
fenllblr, and at 150 miles diftance, There are 
[INO regular companies in Britifh pay in <:achJort; 
but they are too far afunder for murual defence, 
0r even affiftance. 

Thefe are all (he forts to be found on the Bri­
Ilb l1lain to the [outh of Port-Royal: and to the 
t~uth of New lork, for 600 miles together, the 
(oaft is unfortified, t'xc{'pting by its natural fhoa­
linefs till you come to Charles-'Fown; but lower 
down we find a few poor ones in Georgia, the 
fOllthern frontier of (he Brilijh territories. 

If we confider the ftrength of the colonies, 
in .. efpeB: to military forces, altho' fo full of 
people, we !ball find them almoft deftitute of 
flghting men, In lome colonies there is no ap­
pearance at all of a militia; and in fame others 
there may be an appearance of fuch, but none of 
[ervice ; whatever there are being poorly armed. 
'the found of war or enemies, fays the memorial, 
efpecially the Indians, is terrible to them. But 
when we come 10 enquire for thefe Indians, who 
were fo numerous formerly in the country, and 
would have been their fureft defence, we fcarce 
find any in moft of the colonies in the parts in­
habited by the EngliJh; who have made it their 
bufinefs every where, by degrees, to root them 
our, either by making war on them, or felting 
their feveral nations or tribes at variance among 
themfdves. It may not be amifs, therefore, to 
fet forth the defencelefs ftate of the colonies in 
this particu lar. 

The inland parts of the nonhern main of No­
'i'a Scotia, and the country between that and the 
river Kemzebek, bounding New England, having 
never been fet[led by either French or Englijh, is 
poffeffed by the feveral tribes of the Abenakki or 
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Abnakki I~i(Jns, who were the natural inhabi­
tants of Nqw England, and are inveterate ene­
mies [0 it, (~n aCCOllnt of former quarrels; which 
has reduced them to the number of abom 640. 

In the peninfula there are a few tribes of Mik­
maks, called formerly by the French Souriquois. 

In New England chere are but a very few In­
dians left, alrno(t all 11lving been deilroyed by 
the wars, or driven out; part into the counery 
ealtward, which are choie juft now mentioned, 
and part into the territories of the French, [0 

whom they are firmly attached; excepting the 
tribes who in 17+9 came voluntarily, 'ris laid, 
and fubmitted to rhe governor of New York. 

This laft province has very few Indians b::-Iong­
ing co it, unIers we reckun for !uch the Six Na­
tions, who are faid to be fetrled within [he pr,)­
vinct', and more properly under irs proteC1::ton : 
thofe were formerly a numerOllS people, 10 or 
J 2,000 {hong, but at prefent it is thought that 
they do not exceed 1500 fighting men. 

New Jerfty has very few Indians, and none 
who could be of fervice in war. Penfy!vania has 
6 or 700; but half of them are Shawanons; who 
to avoid moleibtion from their neighbours, leav­
ing their habitations along the river which is called 
by their name in the French maps, and falls into 
the Ohio, removed to the river Sufquehanna in 
that province: but being menaced by the flx na­
tions for mifchief done on Delaware river« ill 
1728 returned to the Ohio, where many Dela­
wares had gone before for fake of hunting; and 
two years after, by the perfuaGons of a French 
emiffary, put themfelves wholly under prmeEtion 
of the French ~ which they fignified at their re­
turn, by hoifting a French flag at their town: 
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however, at prefent thty for the general are, or 
pretend [Q be, friends to the E 1lg1iJh. 

In Mar)lland there are a tew Indians called Nan~ 
tikoks, on {he eafl: fhore; but on the other (ide 
{caret any at all. In Virginia they have none in 
the parts inhabited by the Eng lijh , but live in fe­
parate towns. In Carolina lh::-y were formerly 
wry numerous; but the El7g!ijh, l"dys the memo­
ria! of ! 732, m:1cle i r [heir po.ic y to piay one nation 
again)t a;;ctb,'r, till th('y all beca:ne exceedingly r~­
d Ucl d, altho' confideLlble num \,lers {bll remain Mr. 
Neal lal S * the EnyliJh were 10 wife as to do the fame 
by the I,deills of New En;Jand, By [his {alft fl:ep, 
as wrll as horrid policy,t!H7 have greatly ciil1rdTed 
infl:ead of relieving themfdvts; for, as the country 
backwards, :\:; wtll a' torwards, lies open to an in­
vader, ill ofe the' French fhould pour in their nu­
merous tribes cf Indians on them, what devafta­
tion a nd ruin would be made, for want of other 
Indians acquainted with their way of making war 
to oppol;: them? So that it is to be feared, that 
upon [uch an inv,\uon, the firil: thing they would 
have oecalion to repC'nt, would be the dtftrllCl:ion 
cf their own Indians. Bdides; as there are in the 
[ollthern Colonies three or four blacks to one 
whit{', what danger might not be apprehended 
from thefe poorllnhappywretcheo,(who, provoked 
by even a worfe than Egyptiall l1avery, have two 
or three times formed dangerous confpiracies to de­
{hoy their mafters.) in cafe of f lJch an invauon,efpe­
cially if their matters W:ie obliged to march to de­
fend their frontiers, and leave their fdmilies behind. 

'Tis true, the memoria:lift, to plJllate [he bar­
barity of his neighbour countrymen, fays, that 
thde hdianJ are, for the general, an unjieady faitb­
lefs people: yet acknowledges, "that they may 

" be 
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~ be governed by their intereft, ano may be llfeful 
,~ while-they can be kept friends." Whore fault 
then is it if they be not friends? And, if " by 
" their barbarity, infidious attacks, and f..viftnefs 
" in the woods, they are terrible enemies;" are 
not thefe reafans why they fhouJd b~ made our 
friends? What is more in [heir favour, he owns, 
" that the French fully underftand their import­
" ance; and managing for them in their enter­
" prizes, will have very great deper,dence on 
" their amftance." I am forry the Hng!ijh do not 
unclerftand their importance, and how to manage 
them as well as the French; but it is a fatal truth, 
that they either do not, or will not; t'xcrpting 
thofe of Pmjjlvania, who never experienced any 
treachery from their Indians, but have always 
lived in harmony with them. And, how comes 
that? the rearon is phin ; becaufe the inhabitants 
of that province, who are for the moO: part 
Q1akers, aB:ing ftriB:ly up to their own and true 
cluifl:ian principles, never deprived them of their 
lands without paying for them, defrauded them 
of their goods, or gave them any other gro[s 
provocations, as the EngliJh of other provinces 
have done to their Indians. 

'Tis trlle, the Indians never forgive very grie­
vous injuries rill fatisfachon be made them. The 
fame principles influenced the ancient Greeks and 
Romans. It is, indeed, the nt'celfary refult of li­
berty, and fo infeparable from it, that wherever 
it is wilnting in any natil'n, once poiTeiTcd of it, 
it is a fure fign that they have degr:ner~ted. aod are 
h::dlening to their downfal. But aI, ho' a jufl: feole 
of llberty makes the IndianJ impJtienr of wrongs, 
the fimplicity of theii manne:>rs, and ftriCt atrach­
ment to juftice, renders them cautious of giving 
pffences. In reality, if we look into the Lif1:ory 
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of the Colonies, which comes to our hands, tho' 
very imperfeCt, and often partial in favour of the 
Englijh, we fhall find that all rhe confiderable 
wars or {laughters made by the Indians in the Co­
lonies, have been owing to the provocations given 
them, eilher by feiziog their lands, or mal-treat­
ing them In trade or Olherwi[e. 

Capr. We)'1noutlA
, who [ailed for Virginia in 

1606, landed on Long Jjland, ,I nd found (he na­
tives more atfable and courteous thJl1 thofe (0 the 
foLJt:lward; but the adventurers, rhro' grtedinefs 
of gain, over-reaching the Indians in their traf­
fick, it begat a jealouiy, which, we are told, was 
the fource of the many murders and maIfacres 
which happened aftel wards; of which two had 
like to have rllined the Itttiement in its infancy, 
the firft in 1622, when near '1-00 EngliJh were 
fiain, the fccond in 1639, wherein they lolt above 
500. This laft was on account of lands taken 
from them. The enterprizes of the Virginia fet­
tiers afterwards, in 1670, for making difcoveries 
to the weft of that province, in the Ohio country, 
greatly alarmed [hem; and believing their defign 
was to extirpate them, they cN\:avoured to cut 
them off hv way of preven:ion. 

The Engti/h were in danger of being defrroyed 
at their Ddt feetling in New England in 1620, on 
on account of tbe villainy of one Capr. Hunt, who 
had carried away 20 of the natives but a little be­
fore: however, they became reconciled when 
convinced that Huitt was declared a villain by the 
Englifh. This {hews that they are not implaca­
ble, but content with reafonable amends: yet the 
diforders of (orne of the firf( felt/ers renewed 
their difguft; and the violences commitred by 
their po(lerity, when they grew Hronger, brought 
t he Colony to the brink of ruin more {han once, 
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witnefs there two dreadful wars of the Pequots and 
King Phil,p, the firf\: in 1637, the latter in 1676. 
About the lame time the Englijh, who had feCtled 
in the country, eaft of Kennebek river, drew a war 
on [hemftlves, in which many were cut off by 
(he AmonoJkoggin and Penobfoot Indians. Mr. 
Neal fays'" "they cheated the natives in the moil 
~, open and barefaced manner imJginable, and 
c;, treated them like Oaves." 

The Indians, efpecially thofe of Sako and Amo­
nojkoggin complained, that the Englijh refufed co 
pay the yearly tribute of corn agreed on in the 
late articles of peace: that they not only had 
taken away their bnds, but obftmaed their filh­
ing in the rivers, and lent their catele into their 
fields to deflroy their corn: that the governor had 
granted away their lands, and that the (raders 
made them drunk al!t\ cheateci them. "Abufes. 
" fays Mr. Neal, which thofe who (race much 
" with them, are [ddom innocent of," t and there 
intollerable grievances were retaliated with the moLl: 
1hocking cruelties, mofl:ly on the innocent. As al­
moLl: all (he calami:ies of this kind which have: af­
fliCted the Colonies, were brought on them chiefly 
by the in[o]ence and knavery of the [l aders, ought 
not tho[c people to be laid under [he firiCtdl re­
gulations to prevent [uch evils for the future? 

In 168o, Carolina Colony was on the point of 
being ruined by the council abufing [he Indians, 
" whom in prudence, fays Mr. Archdale, (afler­
" wards himtelf of [he council and governor) chey 
" ought to have obliged, in the hlgheO: degree; 
" and [0 brought on an Indialz war, like thac in 
" the firft planting of Virginia, in which many 
~, Engl~J; were cut off." Yet chis did not hinder 
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others from purfuing more injurious meafures ; 
for about the YCJr 17°0, the praCtice of frizing 
and felling lndulns for naves became mOre com­
mon than ever in rhis province; nay, gO'lernor 
Moor gave commiffiuns to ptOple to kill, deftroy, 
and tJke ali Indians they couid for his own pro­
fit, which had like to have brought on another 
Indian war. This Colony frili cuntlnued to acufe 
the Indians by fraudulent anJ compulflv.: dealing 
in tLlde, which, at length, about 1718, provoked 
the Spani/b Indians to bl ~in a new war, cutting 
off many EngliJh in the uut fl..'tdements ; who, 
tho' affifted by other Colonies, were forced 10 

give up their chuter, and pur themfelves under 
the protection of Englalld before they COllid quell 
them. ThiS war continued ttll 1732, when peace 
was made. I lould, from good authority, men­
tion fame pranks committed by the traders of 
South Carolina among the Cherokees in 1744, 
which caured a great tumult, and might have 
proved the lofs of tbofe numerous allies: in !hort, 
if we may believe Co!. Beverly, in his hiO:ory of 
Virginia, "the Englijh found the Indians (in that 
.. country) as in all other ptaces, very fair and 
" courteous at firfr, till they gOt more knowledge 
" of them, and, perhaps, thought themftlvt:5 
"over-reached." From all which, I think, it 
appears belt too pLlinly, that the extirpation of 
the Indiam, thro' the Colonies, is to be impured 
to the faults or the El1g1ifh rather than lh,)fe of the 
Indians. 

In fhorr, we have fcaree any Indians left with·· 
in the Colonies who are able to be of any fervice 
to us ; and of thofe numerous narive" who fur­
round them without, we can reckon on none in the 
northern iJms but the fix nations and their de­
pender,ts, "."ho are yet the chief dtflnce of the 
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northern Co:onies againft [oe other Indium; and 
in the fouthern the Katawbahs about 300, the 
Cherokees 3 or 4000, the Cbikefaws 300, and the 
Creeks 1000; all the reft are either in the inrerelr. 
or under reftraint of the French; fuch as the 
114ingos or Delawars, the Shawanons and 'Iwig­
Iwees or ]'vli)'ilmis, who inhabit the country of the 
Ohio. 

To the difadvantages abov::-mentioned, which 
the Colonies labour 'under, Itt us add another, 
namtly, that of their large rivers and w~ttrS, over 
which there is no pailige, except by ferrys ; [) 
that the lands between may be entered, eit!1er 
from {he fea or b.lck parts, and the inhabitants of 
one part plundered before thofe of another could 
be able to affill: them. Of this No;-th Carolina, 
in the late W.1r, felt an inihnce; for, in 1748, 
two Spa;liJb privateers running up Cape Fear river, 
plundered tfie town of Brunfwick, and carried off 
fix veffels. Another atCended Delawar river to 
within a few miles of Philadelphia. What mif­
chief might not h,lVe betn done, had they been 
daring fellows? 

If we pafs from the cO:ltinent to the iO,lI1ds in 
the fVeft Indies, we Olall find matters ftill worfe. 
for (he power of the French has grown to a fur­
prizi ng degree, by their encroachmen ts on Hi­
/paniola, and fortifying their iilands; which they 
have in greater number tban the Englijh, whore 
ftreng[h is every where as much decreaCed. 
lviartinico, which, about the beginnin;; of rhi, 
century, was invaded at pL:afL,re by the El1g11jh, is 
now grown exceeding ftrong both in forts and 
fighting men, which lall: are faid to be I woo ; 
While Barbadoes, the chief of the Caribbee iftlOds, 
js as much funk in its ftrength as the other is 
grown. \Vhen du Ruyter came again 0: it in 167'" 
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the inhabltant~ had 10,000 men in arms, beGdes 
fufficient numbers to take care of (he plantations. 
" Since then, fays a memorial before me J by 
" ficknefs and thtir praCtice of employing as few 
" whites as pomble, their miliria became reduced 
" to 6000 and 200 horfe. which for many years 
" was reckoned their complement; but now [in 
" 173 2 ] they [carce exceed half that number, 
" yet frill they continue very opulent and tempt­
" ing to an enemy: for, from that iOand alone, 
" on a conquefl of it, might be had a booty in 
" Negroes, which, if trallfporred, wOllld yield, 
" among (he Spaniards, one million jierl. befides 
" all ocher riches." 

" The other BritiJh iOes feem to languiili like 
" ir, not thro' poverty, bur that fatal canker 
" luxury, and a lawlefs adminifhation. which 
" have too generally plOved the forerunners of 
C;' deftruction." -- After obferving that their 
forts and magazines are not only neglected but 
fuffered to nm to ruin, the memorialift adds, 
" that if the iOands are to be preferved, without 
" remarkable providences in their favour, it muft 
" be by meafures very different from thofe which 
" have been raken of late years." 

The rear on why fuch (hange diforners have 
fo long fubfifted in the Colonies is, by the Ame­
ricans Il.lppofed to be their not having come [0 

the knowledge of the government here, thro' 
the ignorance of forne men and craft of othels, 
whore intereft it was to conceal them. 

In a memorial, now before me>, wri{ten about 
t he year 1732, by a gentleman of the northern 
Colonies, after fetting fonh how improbable it 
is for the people of Great Britain to come ac­
quainted with American affairs by the common ca­
nals of informarion, " Upon the whole, fays he, 
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n it will evidenrly appear, if we may judge from 
" the conduct: and management of American af­
" fairs, that they have been very litrle under­
" flood, otherwife it is fcarce pamble to imagine 
" that they would be fuffered ro run into their 
" prefent condition." 

This is the flate of the Britijh Cobnies in Ame­
rica; by which it appears that every thing which 
tends to their fecurity has been neglected, and 
every thing which tends to their ruin, or to 
give the French advantage of them, purfued. 
This has been obferved by the French writers 
themfelves. Charie'voix takes notice *, that tr,e 
EngliJh furpafs all other Europeans in the art of 
eftablifhing Colonies: but adds, " that they take 
" very little care to fecure them againfl: a ful'­
" prize, or the attack of an enemy. So that, 
continues he, "if the French had as much perre­
" verance, and were as well {killed in preferving, 
" as hardy and quick in making their conquefts 
" in the new world, the crown of England would 
" not by this time, perhaps, have a lingle inch of 
" ground in North America." Would not one 
imagine that the French have profited by this au­
thor's reflection, and are firmly refolved to correct 
the fault which he finds in their former conduct ? 

However that be, he finds another error in the 
management of the Englb7:J, already taken notice 
of. He fays, "that being mixed with foreigners 
" of all nations, they apply themfelvcs wholly 
" to the cultivation of lands and their commerce, 
« which renders them unfit for war: 3.:1d hence, 
" continues he,proceecis the contempt which 
" the favages have for them; a handful of whom 
" hath for a long time kept in awe their moil: 
" populous ~nd fiollriihing Colonies." He adds, 

(, All 

" Vol. II. P 197. 



[ 30 ] 

" All their fecurity Jay in our inconfbrlcy, out 
" levity, our negligence ancl want of harmony 
" among our commanders. It is by this meam, 
" concludes Charie'lJoix, thJt they have remained 
" md1ers of fa many imporrant pofts; out 
" of w;lich we h.we driven them as often as 
" we have attacked them." There has been 
bur too much ground for this bravado fillce that 
author wrore, whatever there might have been 
before: whlt is more, he has had not only 
the fatisfatlion to fee his remark confirmed by 
his countrymen driving us our of almo!t all 
thofe imporrant pafts ag,lin; but alfo the pJea­
[ure to find that rhey hwe mended of the fault 
with which he accufed them about thirty years 
ago of nr t preferving their Colonies: for to our 
fhame be it fpoken, they have kept every im­
porrant place which they had taken, and likewife 
greatly improved their advanrages by building 
forts, not only upon, but far within our fronriers. 

This is their glory; this is our difgrace. Ttle 
point now in queflion is how to wipe off the 
ftain and retrieve our aftlirs. The proper way, 
indeed, to remove the external evils, would be 
to Cllre the internal one, which was the caufe of 
them: but as there is not time fufficient for that, 
while the enemy is already at the gates, our firfr 
care muft be to drive them from thence, and re­
cover our loft trade as well as territories: after 
which let them apply 1eriouOy to reform abufes 
within, and put the Colonies on a footing, which 
may prevent their falling into the fame unhappy 
circumftances any more. Unlefs the laO: of thofe 
two expedieDts be ftedfaftly re[(Jlved on we had as 
good look on Hill without concern, and (uffer the 
French to continue their encroachments! for, to 
'" hat pur po[,~ will it be (0 put the nation to a great 

expence, 
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expence, both of blood and treafure, only to do 
what Charlevoix upbraids his coun:rymen with 
having clone, lofe in a little time again what may 
be with great difficulty acquired? A s the French 
have mend\.d of that fault, it is hoped their ex­
ample will prevail on liS to mend too. 

III. 

Means of fru/irating the French de.figns, without 
going to war. 

T o defeat the deligns of our good neigh­
bours, we have choice of two method" 

either (I) to drive them out of their unjufl ac­
quifitions by force of arms, as they have entered, 
or (2) to fetde and built forts upon them. 

If the firft courfe be purfued (and fu rei y we have 
provocations enough of all kinds to chure what 
courfe we p\eafe) we cannot do better than fol­
low the rules of their own fcheme; that is, to 
rake their capital If<Jtebek, and finilh the war at 
once. Preparatory to which, the prope;r way 
would be to fweep all (he country [outh of the 
river St. Lawrence, clear of the French, and de­
mo.\i{h their fettlemenrs ! This is the fih,rtelt, 
molt effeCtual method, and what will put the na­
(ion to leaft expence. Each place affords almoll: 
the fame convenienry of being attacked. We 
may as eafily conduc11hips 10 ~uebek, a<; the French 
can to New 1"'ork. The expeditions of Kirk, and 
Phips {hew this; and then an E1Zg1ijh army mull: 
rake the very fame rout thro' the country from 
New York [0 f!l.:Jebek, which the French mult take 
from f?<!.Jebek to New York. 

The 
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The ErJZ!i/h always looked on the French por~ 

fellio.,,, in Canada, aq well as Acadia, to be an en­
croJchment on their rights, This appears from 
Q.lem Ailn's manifefto, publilhed in Canada in 
17 J I, as well as from the EngliJh conql1eft and 
attempts againft Ihat country, fet forth in a late 
pamphler.* 

An expedition of this nature might be effec­
tllated with fewer iliips and men, than were fur­
nifhed towards the intended expedition in 1747. 
" and if rightly calculated, well and truly exe­
" cuted, in all human probability, to l1fe the 
" words of a propofal now before me, on this 
" fubjeCt, could !lot fail of fuccefs, and would 
" acquire to Britain _all the wants on [he conti. 
" nent of North America. The whole fea coaft 
" on the Atlanticoeean, and fithery, from Florida, 
" as far north as it is habitable, as wellasall the in­
" land country throughout its now unknown ex­
" tent, would be hers: every Indian would be 
" c10athed with her manufaCtures; and every 
" beaft be her property: all his majefty's fub. 
" jeCts, in that part of the world, would dwell in 
" peace; and, by their natural encreare, become 
" fueh a nur[ery of people to him, and his fuecef­
" fors,that from thence they may raife a force (per­
" haps in lees than half a century) which, by a 
" right direCtion, might' be able to put them io 
" poffeffion of any fouthern colony, now in the 
.. hands of our enemies." After removina the 
inhabitants to Europe, part of the country t::> may 
be cantoned am in property to the foldiers who 
ferved in the expedition, or otherwife difpofed of; 

fur 

.. See the ConduCt of the Frencb with regard to NOVR 
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and the fur and peltry trade alone, in a few year~, 
would defray the expence of the expedition with 
interefT: 

In cafe Canada was attacked, the fettied inha­
bitants or planters, who having been originally 
Huguenots, are ftiH fufpeCted, are obliged to rill 
the ground and undergo other hard labour, would 
probably join the EngliJh. The French troops 
themfelves are fo rniferably kept, and fa weary 
of the country as well as of the drudgery they 
go through, that with proper encouragement of 
places to fettle in they might be brought to 
debt [0 us in great numbers; as they did in the 
late war, and have done alfo unce the prefene 
bickerings began, by 20 or 30 at a time. For 
this realon, in care an expedition i1lOuld at any 
time be refolved on, it would be proper to dif­
perfe manifeftos among the Frmch; promifing 
them good land:; and the privileges of EngliJh­
men, if they would come and fettle amongft us: 
ihould this take effeCt, it woule! be an eafy way 
of putting an end to the wa~, and the French 
colonies ar once. 

The French commanders at Q.,uebek, to prevent 
the defertion of their foldiers, have at times pro­
pored to the colonies not roreceivedeferters ; or elfe 
to give them up afterwards in exchange for other 
prifoneni: but they have always wifely rejected a 
meafure which tended only to benefit the French 
and burt themfdves. Indeed no propofal made 
by the French oughc to be accepted till it be firft 
maturely wtighed and confidered; for it is a 
maxim with them never to mal<e any by which 
they do not gain jbundantly more than they lole. 

The Englifb in /lmeriul have loft many oppor­
tunities of taking Canada, and driving the Frencb 
quite our, when they were not the fixthpan fo 
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thong as they are now. In 1688, whenCherr' 
whole force was {carce 2000 men, the Six Na­
tions, (then only five) to be revenged on the 
Marquis de Nouville, who had invaded the Sen-
7!cka's country the year before, furprized the il1and 
or klon/real, which they entered on the fouth fide, 
they burnt all the plantations, and maiTacred above 
1000 French people, Lefides carrying away 26 
prilontrs, the greater part of whom were burnt 
alive. The five nations loft no more than three 
men in this expedition, who got drunk and were 
Itfe behind. In Oflober following they invaded 
1vlontreal a fecond time, and having deftroyed. 
the lower part of the il1and, carried away many 
prifoners. If only New Tork had performed her 
engagements at this time to the five nations; or 
they had underftood the method of attacking 
forts, 1688 would have been as memorable in 
America for the deftruEtion of Canada, as it is in 
Great Britain for the banifhment of arbitrary 
power. 

The revolution which happened at the time 
when the fiv~ nations triumphed over Canada, 
feemed to be a favourable conjunction for them. 
It is but rea(onable to think, that having been 
too powerful for the French when ailifted by all 
the weflern Indian nations, and the EngliJh ftood 
nruter, (hat now when thofe nations had made 
pl:ace with them, and the Englifh joined in the 
war, the Frencb would not be able to fiand one 
campaign: but the party diviGons which enfued. 
at J. time when harmony might have been ex­
}e/~t(d, occa(]oned by the bad choice of gover-
1~(,rS Lot (NCr, loft [hem that opportunity alfo *. 
l'Lere were feveral other opportunities of difiref-

, Coldfll's Hifl:. of the Five Nations, p. 9T, 9l. 
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flog, and perhaps of d&bling, if not of qtJ:te 
1l1bduing the enemy, had the {authern colonies," 
as by treaty obliged, affifl:ed, between that: 
year and the peace of Ryfwick in 1697, during 
which time the five nations continued the war 
alone againft Canada, and often ravaged its bor­
ders as Cdr as the river Sr. Laurence. kerping the 
French all the while in continual alarms and in­
expreffib!e terror. They had fo great an anti­
pathy to them at that time, r hat tho' great Iy re­
duced by the war they would hav~ had the En­
glijh co continue it till they had completed the 
conquefl: of Canada, in which they affirmed there 
was no manner of difficulty. But the colonies 
were then blind to thei r interefi, and thofe times 
are no more. If we would drive out the French 
at this time of day, we mull: employ a very large 
force, and expeCt great oppofition. 

'Tis true great forcts, even more than necef­
fary were employed in the expeditions of 1690 
and 1710, the firll: under Sir William Phips, the 
fecond under General Nicholfon; yet both mif­
carried, one by very filly, tbe other by very bad, 
if not, as fome will have it by very wicked ma­
nagement: for the force which Was in the Aeet~ 
in the opinion of the bell: jLldges, was fufficiem 
not only to have taken f23ebek, but to have driven 
the French out of all theIr fettlements in America. 
The New England hill:orian fays, this expedition 
failed "by the treachery of thofe who were at: 

" the head of it;" and Mr. Harley in his letter 
to ~een Anne, accufes the managers with. fettin~ 
it on foot partly to put 20,000 pounds 10 theIr 
pockets; which fccrct he fays was difcovered 011 

the fleet's return. With refptl'1 to Phips's con* 
du&~ La H011/(m, who was then at fi2.!!ebek, fays, 
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::; Ie was fo bad, that he could not have dot1e Ief:J 
~~ than he did if he had been hired by the French 
" to ftand ftill with his hands in his pockets: 
~r. th)t if they had come direa.Iy aglinft the town 
" it would have furrendered, having had only 
" J 2 great guns, very little ammunition, and 
" few forces: but they were fo dilatory in their 
" conLltations at a diftance, that [he French had 
" time to reinforce the place, which· Sir William 
"' bomblrded with four veiTds and did damage 
~, to the value of five or fix piftoles." The mif­
carriage was owing like wife to his fetting out too 
late in the year, and the 2500 land forces, from 
Albany, who were to attack Montreat in order to 
divide the French forces, not proceeding. 

How the late expedition, fet on foot in 1746, 
would have fucceeded in cafe it had gone for­
ward, there is no pombility of determining: bllC 
ln all probability the reduction of Canada was not 
really intended at this time, by the government 
here. However, fome amends would have been 
niade for the great expence which this ftrat:agem 
pllt the nation [0, in cafe the colonies had taken 
the French fon at Crown-point, as was intended, 
with the forces which they had raifed: but as it 
owed its foundation to mifllndedlandings among 
the governments; 10 the fame caufe prevented its 
being demolifbed, when there was a fair oppor­
tunity for doing it: and this muD: generally be 
the cafe til! tbere is a union eftablilhed amonO' 
thein, at leJf[ for their mutual defence. t> 

If the fecond method be chofen, in order if 
pamble to prevent an open war, our bufinefs will 
be to follow the example of the French in this 
alfci; and build forts on our own frontiers as well 
as they, and at a fmall diG:ance from theirs (in 
(he fame m.lnner as they have done at Sbegnik!a 
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in Nova Scotia) in all places where they have in. 
<Toach~d on our territories: but this mu(t be 
done llnder cover of {hong forc?s; for to be fure 
they will not fuffer ie, if they can poffibly pre­
vent it. But (tlppofing the thing pollible ro be 
cffetl:ed without coming to blows, we mlla not 
fiop here, but muft go on fetding and building 
fhong forts in all [he countries which we lay 
claim to, and intend to keep: barely making 
fettlements will not do, as fome have imagined, 
however able we may be to out· fettle them. The 
weaknefs of this notion has been proved to our 
cofl:; fioce we find ,[he French have in ODe feafol1) 
broken up above 160 families of fettlements anel 
refidents whicb we had in the well:ern parts of 
Firginia, along the Ohio and other riv,ers, and 
even taken the fort which we had railed. But 
it is not to be imagined that they would have 
ventured to attack. thofe fettlements had they been 
well fecured by forts erected in proper places; 
much lefs have made fa great a progrefs in fa 
iliort a time. 

If therefore we would fecure our American do­
minions againll: the French, we mull: out-fort, as 
well as out-fettle them. Our colonies are in a 
worfe condition by far than is generally believed, 
or can well be conceived, unable to hurt their in­
vaders or defend themfdves; while [he French 
have forts every where, and we have forts, in a 
manner, 00 where. 

The number of forts ncceffary to be built for 
fecuring the colonies muft be dtimatecl by the 
number of forts already built by the Fre1lch on 
our frontiers, and {he places proper for! f1rt:fy in§,;, 
which they have left unoccupied, which are in­
deed very few; fo in duftriolls they ha\Te been to 
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anticipate llS in an article of filCh infinite concern 
to our plantations. 

As the country of the Ohlo is in fa much dan­
ger of l:,eing wrefted from us; and its being well 
it'cured of 10 much importance to all the colonies 
in general, north, fouth and middle, as hath 
/:;een already fet forth: if ever it comes into our 
hands again, it ought to be well fortified by 
building forts in can venient places along the ri­
ver, e!pecially at each exrremity ; that is, one at the 
mouth of the Ohlo on the MijJzjJippi, and another 
at Niaw7ra near the lake Ontario: this laft will 
prevent ~he communication of Louijiana with Ca~ 
nada by that lake and the Erri, and obi ige the 
Frellch to abandon their forts on the (omh eaft 
fide of thi3 laft bkt', by rendering them ufelefs, 
as well 3S fave us the expence of ereaing a fort 
at 'Iierondoquot, on the lake of Ontario, about 60 
miles to the eaft of the Niawgra frrait: a place 
which they have long,had their eye upon for build­
ing a fort, and which we might be under a ne­
ceHity of fortifying in cafe the French remain at 
Niawgra, in order to prevent their taking pof­
{eilion ot it, as they did once already in 1687, 
altho' it was but for a !barr time: and [his doubt­
le(s was the rearon which made governor Clarke 
of New York [0 earneft to have that place for­
tified. 

In eEfea a French fore there would prove no 
}ers dangerous to New York, than that at Crown­
Point; as it would give them admiilion into the 
country of the Sennekas, the moO: powerful of 
[he fix nations: among whom they have already 
gotten rome footi~g by means of the Niawgra 
tOlt and their priefts; and whofe defection, con­
ficlering their influence, might be a means of our 
lofing the frienJfhip of the other five. 

The 
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The fort at the mOllth of the Ohlo, ought t1 

be ftrongly built and garrifoned, and a co;fider­
able fertlement made abom it: after Ih;s [ettle­
ments might be gradually carried on between the 
Mif!!lJippi, and [he Alliganey mountains, b.lCk­
wards and forwards, at the fame time. Nor can 
too much encouragement be given to [('ale this 
country, efpecially on the fide of the Miff!lfiPPi, 
as quick as pollible, by allowing people libtrry to 
fettle how and where they pleafe, without making 
Jarge grants to any company; an obftacle w bich 
has hindered fettling more than any other thing, 
and on many accounts proved grtatly detrimemal 
to the colonies; by raifing the price of lands £0 

an exorbitant degree, which befides the danger­
ous evil of enriching a few and impoverifhing 
many, has been attended with one [lill more per­
nicious, that is of weakening the colonies by 
leaving near half of fome of them unpeopled. 

This fort and fettlement would effeEtLl.lll y ex­
clude the French from palling into the wenero 
parts of Virginia, by (he OhZo and its branches: 
Bur as they have two forts on the rf/abajh, one 
at its mourh on the Ohlo, and another about the 
middle of that river, it would be proper to have 
two others built in oppofition to them: the ft­
cond in the part where it draws near the river of 
the Ilinois or Chiktagbiks. Should we go a little 
farther and ereEt another on this lan river, in the 
neighbourhood of the former, it would entirely 
cut off their communication this way between 
LouiJiana and Canada; and oblige them to go [0 
far about, as to difcourage them, with all their 
fanguine views and perfeverance, from ever hop­
ing to compa[s their fo much defired project of 
joining their two colonies, on this lide of the 
MiJ!!lfippi. 
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The country to the iouth of the Ohto, would 
be in g00d meafure fecured by the fon built at 
the mouth of it, which will hinde~ their paIfage 
into the Hogebege, or river of the CharoKees, di­
viding the country of thefe Indians on the north 
from lIirginia. However, more effechlJ.Jly to 
iecure it; and at the fame time cover the country 
of tbe Cbarokees, it would be proper to build one 
at the fails a little below the place where the Pe­
lejipi or Clinches river joins it, in the north weft 
borders of the Cbarokees; and another efpecially, 
in the heart of the country poffe!fed by thofe 
people, who have long applied with great earneft­
nef, to the governor of Carolina for that purpofe, 
reprefenting the danger which otherwife there was 
of the French doing the fame: and it is well, 
if thro' this unpardonable neglea, the French in 
cafe they ihOtl1d be forced out of the back parts 
of l'irgmia, do not in their return to New Or­
team, put that delign in execution: as to be fure 
they will in cafe they keep poifeffion of what they 
have already ufurped, in order to prevent any 
attempts on our fide to fecllre that country to us. 
By a lIke pernicious remiifnefs, or fomething elre, 
were they fuffered fince the year 1715 to build 
the fort 'foulouJe on the river Alibamous, not far 
from the country of the Creek Indians, and the 
borders of Georgia; which frontier, tho' not yet 
fufficient fortified, has balked their views of car­
rying on their chain of forts on that fide to the 
Atlantic ocean, which before that colony was 
founded th:>y thought themfelves fure of effecting 
wher:ever they pleated, and therefore made the 
Iefs haf1:e to accomplifh ir. 

Theft forts might ferve at prefent to fortify the 
follthern provinces of our American dominions: 
with regard to our northern~ the firft thing which 
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demands our attention is the fecmity of New 
York and its province. This will be, in good 
meafure, done by the fort to be built at Niawgra, 
and that already built at Ojweg(}, in the country 
of the fix nations, at the fOllth ea(t end of the 
lake Kadarakai or Ontario, almoil due fouth of 
the French fort of Frontenac, on the north eaG: 
corner of the fame lake about 70 miles di(tant. 
But this fort, which is the only one we have for 
defence of our back fettlements for many hun­
dred miles, till we come to Georgia, ought [Q be 
much enlarged, ilrongly fonified, and turniD1ed 
with a pretty numerous garrifon, as it is of great 
confequence by its fituation, (0 both the fecurity 
and trade of our nonhern colonies; it being our 
north weftern fromier and the only place or open­
ing left by which the Iadians can come to us Wllh 
their furs. For this reafon, till fuch time as our 
neighbours fhall be obliged by either fair means 

, or foul to ailow them a free paffage thro' the 
lakes, it will be neceffary to build a veffel or two, 
capable of mounting guns, for the conveniency 
·of calrying them backwards and forwards acrofs 
the lake; which expedient will go a great way 
to frufrrate the defign of the French and recover 
our trade. 

And here it is worth obferving that this fort 
of a Jwego) buil t by governor Burnet in 1727, 
by favour of the Indians, frood unmolefted all 
the laG: war; and altho' the garrifon ufually con­
fiils of no more than an officer and 23 Cnen, has 
been of more fervice and benefit than all the reft, 
altho' now it muil be in imminent danger. This 
is a demonfrrative proof of the great importance 
and advantage of fuch forts, on the number of 
which fmall garrifons, properly pla{:ed, the in-
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tereft and fupport of the French almofr wholly 
depend. 

However more effectually to {ecure New York, 
a {l:rong fort ought to be built in view of (he 
Frwch fort at Crown-Point. By means of this 
poft they may be enabled to intercept, or at leaft 
difturb the trade from Albane) up the Mohoks ri­
ver, a branch of Hudfon's, to the fix nations, by 
fending a force on that fide; and could they de­
firoy the commerce of (hofe Indians with the 
province of New York, they would oblige them 
fO depend wholly on Canada; a thing which they 
threatened to have done in 1732. 

During the late French war from 1744- to 48, 
Cruwn-Point was the rendezvous of the Canada, 
ri'e;zch and their Indians, from whence they at­
tacked New York and the north weft corner of 
Nfaffachuftt's bay. From this place in 1745 they 
deftroyed Saratoga fettlement on HudJon's river, 
about 30 miles above A/bamy. In which parts 
during that and the two following years they killed 
and captivated above 300 of our people *; de. 
firoying moft of the inhabitants and plantations 
on the north eaft branch of that river. In for­
mer wars the attack on New England was from 
the north eaftward, in the war of 1746 it was 
from Crown-Point. New York government in 
former French wars did not ftlffer, but in this laft 
they fuffered much t; that is, they were pu­
nifhed for fuffering that fort to be built. Befides 
building this counter forr, Albaney ought (0 be 
put in the beft pofture of defence imaginable, in 
order to feCllre it againft any attempts on that 

~ Doug!. Summary, North Amer. vol. ji. p. :q6. 
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fide. This quarter requires the {hongen: barriers, 
becaufe the French have declared it to he [he 
chief o~iect of [heir views; and it lies fo nc ar 
Qyebek the center of all their ftrength in Canada, 
from which they have a moft convenitnt paffJge 
all by water, excepting a [mall fpace of about 
12 miles by land. 

Mr. CalHeres who firfl: propofed the projeCt for 
the conquen: of this city, to induce Lewis XIV. 
to comply with their earneft defires, lays in his 
Memoirs to the French minilters, "That this. 
" conqueft would make the king mafter of one 
" of the finefl: ports in America, which they 
" might enter at all times; and a molt bt'lutiful 
~, couotry, in a mild and fertile climate!" No 
wonder fo inviting a defcript"lOn as this, fhould 
fet the French of Canada a longing for New York: 
but ought not that longing of theirs to make us 
more earn eft to preferve i[ ? 

By thefe fortifications New England will be 
pretty well fecured on the weft fide, as it will on 
the eafl: by thofe already built, and the two now 
building on the river Kennebek, one by the pro­
vince,the other by the proprietors of the Kennebek 
purchafe; whofe generous example it is hoped will 
animate others to do the like, and not let [hem 
fiop, till they have erected a fortrefs on the very 
banks of St. Laurmce river, which is within [hei r 
limits. Mean rime, as the laO: of the two new 
forcs, has been founded fo high as the 'fakonnek 
faJl~, and the north part of New England lies 
wholly expofed to the ravages of an enemy; it 
is not to be doubted but that [hey will not delay 
to build a third at the head of the Kennebek itlelf, 
in (he carrying place; not above fmlr miles over, 
where it locks with (he river called by the French 
J,,4 Cbaudiere; which falls into the St. Laurence 
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four or five leagues to the [ourh weft of fi(,uebek. 
This fort lhould be flrongly built, and furnilhed 
from Britain with a garriion of 500 flour men: 
tmlefs this be done, th@ building thofe two forts 
will only ferve to put the French in mind of do­
ing it. And from (heir condua it may be judg. 
ed, that a fmaller oecaGon would ferve them for 
a pretence. 

The building a fort here is the more neceffary 
on three aeeount~; (I) as it will bridle the Abenak­
ki Indians in the intereft of the French, and hin­
der them from ever attempting any thing againft 
New England; this having always been the place 
of rendezvous for both on fuch oecaGons. It 
will alfo prevent their going on the Oh1o expedi­
tion ; and thofe reftraint~, by degrees, be a means 
of their coming over to our irltereft. (2) As it 
lies near the heads of the rivers St. Francis and 
St. John, as well as of the Kennebek and La Chau­
tliere before-mentioned: fo that it • will have the 
command of four very itrlportant rivers, two of 
which fall into the St. Laurence; the Chaudiere 
towards Kebek, and the St. Francis towards Mon­
treat. (3) As it will help to cover not only the 
northern borders of New England, but a1fo thofe 
of New York, from which it will not be far dif­
ranee. I may venture to fay, that the good ef. 
fea of this fort will extend as far as Annapolis 
Royal, and the town of Halifax in Nova Scotia; 
by cutting off all fupplies of men and il:ores to 
the French in that country, by St. John's river, 
which will oblige them to abandon their forcs 
lately built at the mouth of it. The Kennebek 
co:npany in full expeaation of this defirable event, 
have already given land to 100 men and their 
families) to fettle ~he country ther~about, under 
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of the two forts newly built upon that 

How different is the practice in fame colonies 
to this generous publick-fpirited conduct of the 
Kennebek proprietors! The affembly of New York, 
in their add refs to governor de Lancey, the 20th 
of Auguft laft, complains, " (hat other colonies 
" make themfelvcs {hong and defenfible, by fet­
c, tling in town(hips, or fome other clore order. 
" While our frontier lands are granted away in 
" patents almofl: without bounds or number, re­
" gardlefs of [ettlements, or the publick welfare." 
And in a {tate of [he Britifh fetdements, now in 
view, we are told, that even" the lands between 
" New York itfelf and Alban)" on both fides of 
" Hudfon's river, by an abufe which ought to be 
" remedied, viz. tbe old exorbitant grafl!S, are but 
" thinly inhabited; altho' lands for fettlement in 
" that colony are extremely wanted, and thofe 
" tracts would foon be purchafed, if [hey could 
" be had at any tolerable rates." 

This unpeopled fiate of the country is of fo 
much the worre conrequence, fince in cafe the 
French GlOuld attack Albany and New York at the 
fame time, one by fea and the other by land, 
conformably to their plan, from whence, could 
Albany be reinforced? the country has not men to 
fupply it, nor could York, in fuch a cafe, be able to 
fpare any. On this occafion the memorial of I 732, 
ob!erves, "that when the prefent fiate of New York 
" and the power of thofe neighbours [the French] 
" is well underftood, it will too evidently appear, 
" tllat they will, on a rupture, be under unhap­
" py circumftances ; and with them the other co· 
" lonies mufi be deeply involved." Such en­
feebling grants therefore are of pernicious ten­
dency every where) but no where 10 ml.lch :lS in 
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province of ~Vew York; which being the key of aH 
[he other colonies, and moil: expofed to our northern 
neighbour:,who for thefe reafons covet ir,all means 
which can be thoughc of conducive either to its 
improvement or fecurity, ought to be applied; 
and every the leaft ooftacle to either ought to be 
ren~oved. 

After the words cited from the affembly's ad­
d refs, they juil:ly remark, " we can erect forts and 
" block-hopfes, but to what end? woods and 
" uncultivated traCts are not the objeCts of fecu­
"rity. Induftry is to be proteCted, and mens 
" perfoDS [0 be defended; otherwife little good 
" will accrue to the publick, be the expence what 
" it will." 'Tis trUt, there Cl.n be no profpeCl: 
of fettling a country while fuch difcouraging grants 
are in the way: but were thofe obftacles removed, 
under the protection of fuch forts as have been 
propofed, in a very !hort time we might hope to 
fee this part well inhabited, and confequently the 
firongeCt bcurier (as it ought to be) in the Englijh 
American dominions againft the French. 

V,lith regard coN()va Scotia, including the country 
to the eaft of Kennibek river, it will require fe­
verai forts and fettlements to [ecure ir, not only 
at the mouths of the three principal rivers Penob­
/kot, La Croix, and St. 7ohn'~, at which laft there 
are two French forts: but alfo at certain pofts along 
thofe rivers, particularly this laft; which begin­
ning not far from the head of the Kennibek, and 
palling with a circular courft', encompalfeth the 
greater and moil: valuable part of all the country; 
fo [hat thofe fortS will keep both French and Indi­
ons in awe; as they will have an eary commu­
nic.ltion by water among themfelves, and wirh 
the fettL::ments on the other rivers, travelling only 
a lide way by land. 

Above 
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Above all, care mull: be taken to build a {hong 

fort at'Shegnikto on fome elevated ground to the 
north of the French fort, which may both COI11-

mand and exceecl it in force; for the prefent fort 
is fo weak, and ill fituated, that {he garrifoTl 
would be obliged to fur render almoft at ,the firft 
iliot; fa that in cafe of a war we {honld have no 
chance there. Nor will this be enough: it will b:! 
necefTJ.ry for fecuring it to have two forts more; 
one at Bay Verte to prevent our neighbours from 
invading the country at pleafure, that being their 
landing place from Canada; and one of the tv<;o 

ways by which they enter and correfpond with 
Nova Scotia. : St.John's river, as before-mentioned, 
is the other, by which (lays La Hontan) [he inha­
bitants of thofe two countries may hear from each 
other in 10 or 17 days, tho' not in a month by 
[ea. 

The [econd fort ought to be ereCted at the en­
trance into Shegnikto baion or harbour; for, iliouJd 
the French build one there, they would exclude 
all acce[s to it by fea. 

But, as the erecting fo many forts at once in 
this province (of Nova Scotia) may be thought 
too expenfive a work, it may be fufficient for the 
pre[ent, only to build fome along the river St. 
John and thofe at Shegnikto. 

By fuch a number of forts and fettlements as I 
have mentioned, may the BritiJb territories be ef­
fectually fecured, the French kept at a diftance, 
and our trade in good meafure recovered by paf­
fages opened for the Indians to come and trade 
with the colonies; which willlikewife be at liberty 
to extend their fettlements on all fides, in {pite of 
any oppofition which the French can give them; 
or rather without danger of any from them: for. 
by means of there forts:l much ftronger line .of 
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circumvallation will be formed againll: them, than 
they at preCent have againft us. 

You will fay, perhaps, that I have cut out a 
fine ex pen five ",,,ork for the colonies. It will be 
expenfive, ther<t is no doubt of that: bur, what 
can be done, fuppofing fewer forts will not be ruffi. 
cient {Q iecure them? If therefore the burthen 
falls heavy, they may thank their own mifma­
nagements. Had forts been gradually built on 
their frontiers, and as they extended their out 
fettlements, after [he example. of [he French, a 
thing which ought to have been done, the charge 
would not have been felt. As this has been ne­
gleCted, that muft be done at oncf', which fhould 
have been done at different times. Befides, the 
expence is greatly augmented by their having fuffer­
cd [heFreneh to build upon them, every where. At 
firft a few forts ereCted in proper places would 
have ferved the purpofe, and their neighbours 
finding the poifeffions fecured, might never have 
thought of difrurbing them: BUl feeing the coun­
tries lie open, and the colonies carelefs thro' a 
vain recurity, or worre, eovetoufllefs, they were 
invited {Q enter, and puniIh their negleE!: in the 
manner they have done. 

The French too unwilling tither to quit the 
poifeffion of what they bve gotten, no matter 
how unjuft1y, or lore the great expences which 
they have been at to build fo many forts, will 
doubtlefs difpute every inch of ground as long as 
Ihey can, and when driven out of one place fortify 
another, with a view, if pomble, to rire us out. 

No wonder, then, that the expence to the co· 
lonies of feeuring themfelvts, fhould be very 
great; but if it was to be the double of what it 
may be', they ought not to repine, but undergo 
lt with chearfulnefs, fince they have brought it all 

llpon 



[ 49 ] 
upon them[elves; in iliort, if they would pre­
ferve their po{femon~, they have no other alterna­
tive, but either to ereCt a fufficient number of 
forts, or go to war. If this method fucceeds, it 
will not only be much better than a war~ which 
is attended with numerous hazards and calamities, 
but we {hall be great gainers by it, fince we ilull 
bve the expence of a war, whereas an expenfive 
war, altho' iuccefsful, would not fave us this ex­
pence. F or forts would then be as neceffary to 
preferve the colonies, as they are now. It will 
fignify nothing to drive the French out of a 
country, if we do not kcure it; for, as they never 
give up the thoughts of what they have onCd 
poffeiTed, they will certainly return to it whenever 
they fit1d an opportunity. Witners their frequent 
returns into Nova Scotia, as often as they have 
been forced out. That method then is moO: elen 
gible, which would fave us one of thofe expences. 
However, we had belter be at both, thaD lofe 
fuch valuable colonies, which are the prmcipal fund 
of wealth [0 England. 

After all, (he expence will not be fo very great 
as may at firO: fight be imagined. I have been 
informed by genllemen, knowing in thefe m.lt­
ters, that fuch forts might be built at the rate of 
a thoufand pounds tach, one with another. So 
that fuppofing their number amounted to 30 or 
even 40, what is that expence to put the co!onies 
in a good pofl:ure of defence? But perh.tps, at 
prefent, or at fidt, it may be fufficic:nt to fecure 
the norther n bordtrs of our colonies, flom the 
mouth of the river Gf.,zo to the he.ld of the Km­
nebek, and then about nine forts mig lit do ; two on 
the Ghlo, one at its mOllth in the Nli/lzf!ippi, and 
the other at the IT,Iouth of the /J7abajh: a third 
higher-up on the Wabajb, a fourth at Niawgre, a 
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fifth a~ Cn:u:z Point, and a fixth at the heacl of 
the Kcnmbek ; a feve-nth at the mouth of St.John's 
river, and an eighth at Shegnikto: to thefe let us 
add a ninth in the country of the Charokees. Thus 
for about 10 or I 1,000 pound<, allowing the 
fu: pi JS towards bui ld i ng lome {honger than ord i­
nary, may the colonies be tolerably well de­
fended with forts aglinft any attempts of the 
French to hinder them from comple:lting their de­
fign of gradually fortifying their frontiers effec­
tually: which ought to be done as foon as pom­
ble, beginning at the faille time at the two extre­
mili( s of the Northern line, where the ftrongeft 
forts of all ought to be built, under the protecti­
on of ftrong bodies of forces. 

To fupport what has been advanced concern­
ing the txpence of building fans, I {hall cite the 
words of an American gentleman well verfc:d in 
the affairs of the colonie~, in a letter written a 
few Yea's ago to his friend in London. "The 
" charge', Lys he, of building forts neceifary for 
" the above purpores, if eftimated by the ex­
" pellce and fize of (hofe of Eurcpe, or thofe on 
" the fea-coafts of the principal towns in America, 
" which may be attacked by !hips and cannon, 
" may mJke thefe propo:als kem impraCl.icable. 
" ThereforC', it may be proper to fbew what the 
" forts already bui!t there coft the Englifh and 
" Frelu-b, with how many men they are ufually 
" garrifcned, from which their maintenance may 
" be computed; and that fuch have generally 
" been fufficient for the intention. In 1734, 
" New rork built a fort at Skenetladi, with 
" eight pieces of f[nall cannon, well contrived for 
" defence againft fmall arms (the only weapons 
" Indians can have) and capable of containing 
" above 200 men, which coft lefs than one thou-
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" rand pounds. The year after, another of the 
" fame modd and uze was built among {he Ma­
" quas [or Mohawk] Indians for as fmall a fumo 
" That at Of wi go, by reafonof {he diftance, coft 
" a trifle more. Fort Moor, in South Carolma, 
" and Fort Augufla in Georgia, by no juft means 
" could exceed either of the other, as rhey are 
" not fa well built, and are worfe planned. The 
" French forts at Niawgra, Detroit and Alba­
" hamy, are much like tbem; and (he number 
" of private men of both nations, in each of tbefe 
" garrifuns, are nearly t;qual, from 20 to 30. 
" But the French always have moft officers. 
" Crown Point, as it is deGgned for a perpetual 
" barrier between rhe Englijh and French, as well 
" as to cover Canada and Mont Real from inva­
" uons which may be atrempt~d on that fide, is 
" fironger, and built in a different manner." 

What number of forces may be neceffary on 
this occafion, I will not pretend to prefcribe : But 
whatever it may be, tbey ought to be furni!hed all 
at Once for carrying on (he work in different pares 
at tbe fame time', and preveming any attempt of 
Ollr bad neighbours (for we muft not call (hem 
enemie5 yet) in one place, while we are employed 
in firengthning another. We fhould have regu­
lar forces in the country much fllperior to chafe 
of the French, that in cafe of a lo(s on our fide, or 
recruits on theirs, our people may be q uickJy 
reinforced and fupported. The colonies chem­
[elves will, no daube, chearflllly furnifh the greater 
part of thefe forces, efpeciall y if they be officered 
by their own people; a meafllfe the more proper, 
as it would prevent mifunderftandlDgs (always 
fatal to military expeditions) which might happen 
to arife between officers and troops of different 
countries: for foldiers will more readily obey 
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their natllral commanders; and this regard fhewn, 
the latter ~ill make them more zealous to repulfe 
th-: French, againfl: whom they are highly exaf­
perated. They are likewife betcer acquainted 
viith the utuarion of the country, as well as with 
the difpo(]rion uf [heir people, and with the man­
ner uf proceeding againfl: their enemies of both 
kinds. 

1n thefe preparations the utmoA: diligence is 
abfolutely neceffary, confidering what alarming 
accounts arrive every day of the difrreffed condi­
ridn of [he colonies, their apprehenfions of the 
French, who are drawing out forces on every fide, 
and of the little which hath been yet done, or 
prepJrations made to oppofe them: fomething 
[herefore ought to be undertaken this winter, to 
give a check to their proceedings, whether it be 
by building two or three forts of our own, or de­
moli!11ing fo many of theirs. For, confidering 
the en:erprizing fpirit and indefatigable diligence 
uf thOle people (which deferve both our praife 
and imitatiun) if nothing can be done till next 
fummer, as fome would pretend, it will give the 
French, who are already very {hong, leifure 
enough to fortify themfelves fa effectually, that 
it may require at leaA: five times the force and ex­
pence which it wOllld at prefent, whether we only 
proce~d to fortify our colonies, or are obliged t() 
enter mto an open war. 

IV. The 



[ 53 ] 

IV. 

The defencelefs condition of tbe col~i1ies, to '[O,:'"1t 

owing. 

sue H meafures clofdy pur[ued and well exe., 
cuted, will, dOllbtlef:., procure a temporary 

relief: But, in order to make [he feeu ri ty effec-­
tual and lafting, two things muft be antecedently 
done. 

The 5rft is to bring about a union of the co­
lonies among themfdves, for their mutual fupport. 
And happily at laft, the danger whieh now 
threatens them has opened their eyes, and dif­
pofed tht'm to unite: fo that [his initrUDon of 
their neighbours, whatever it may coft them, in 
cafe they can get over it, will, in (he end, prove 
a bleffing inftead,of a curfe. 

On this occaDon I cannot forbear obferving, 
that the eonfternation which the prefent bold in­
yaDOn of the French into the country of the Obio, 
has thrown the colonies into, ought to be a per­
petual warning to them how they act for the fu­
ture; {inee they muft now be convinced that by 
neglecting the proper means of uniting for their 
mLHual defence, and fortifying their out-fettle­
ment" as well as frontiers, they may be reduced 
at length to the neceffity of fubminiIlg to either 
a foreign or a domeftic yoke. 

A ftate may be ruined by the ill conduct of ei­
ther the people or their governors: which mufl 
be the cafe, when one party, led by corrupt prin­
ciples, and regardlefs of the admonitions or dif­
contents of the other, act wholly in conformity 
to their nvvn felfifh or rapacious view:::, and obth­
narely refufe to do what is necdTary for the good 
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of the whole. It is thus that governments are 
overturned or nations enOaved. 

A union of the colonies has been recommended 
tJy none more zea~ouny than the American gentle­
men themfelve;, who have wil11ed their wtlfare. 
Withom one, they never can be fecure from fuch 
incompatible: neighbours as the French; and '[is chief­
ly to the want of [his union that [hey ow.e their pre­
fent calamitous otllarjon: for, being Ir. a ftate of 
feparation, and each actlDg folely for its own in­
tereft, without regard to the welfare or fafdyof 
the reO:; this naturally b':gat jealoClues, en vy­
ings, animoori('s, and tven a difpou[ion to do one 
another mifchitf rather than good. Thus at va­
riance, as it were, like enemies among themfelves, 
one province beheld, without concern, a neigh­
bour provillCe atracked and ravaged by the ene­
my, and refufed lending any aid of tither men or 
money, under pretence, that the danger did not 
aff:ct them; that the other provinces had more 
trade than theirs; and that every province ought 
to t ike care of itfelf. 

Some of the provinces imffiedi:ltely dependent 
on the crown have refufed to affi(t the charter go­
vernments, which has given thofe colonies a kind 
of anlipathy, and made them averfe to affift fuch 
bad relations. New York efpecially has been 
guilty of this unneigbbourly and unnatural part. 

" Ne:v York, fays Mr. Dummer, in his repre­
" [entation, has alwaY5 kept itfelf in a ftate of neu­
" trality, contrIbuting nothing to the common 
" fafety of the Briti/h colonies; while the Canada 
" Indians joined by parties of the French, uftd to 
" make their rom by the borders of Ne·w York, 
" without any moleftation from the Engli}h of 
" that pro\'ince, and fall upon the out-towns of 

" New 



[ 55 ] 
" New England. This behaviour was the more 
" unpardonable in that govern men " becau :-e they 
" have 400 rt'gul.lr troops maintained among 
" them, at the King's charge, and have five na­
" tions of (he Jroquois on (heir confines, who 
" are emi.ely dependent on them; and might 
" eafl!y, had they been engaged in the common 
" (.lUre, have intercepted (he French in their 
" marches, and thereby prevented the depreda­
.. rions on his majefty's fclbjed:s of Ne·w England. 
" Solemn and repelted applications wcm made 
" to the government of New York, by the: go­
" vernors of rhe A1affacbuJels, COl1ne{t;cu ', and 
" Rhode Jjland, in their letters on this lubjed:, 
" bur in vJin: the anfwer was, 'They could not 
" think it proper to engage their Indians in atlual 
" war, left they jhould endanger their OWIZ fron­
" tiers, and bring on themJelves an expence which 
" they were in no condition to prOVide for." 

However, this facrificing of their brethren did 
not fave themfelves; for (he French, after they 
had done harraffing the borders of New England, 
and deftroying many of [he inhabitants, then fell 
on New rork; and that government which re­
fuftd to fuccour their neighbours, for fear of pro­
voking the French, as they pretended, by no 1e[s 
bad a Hep, proceeding from the fame real cauie, 
which was covecoufne/s, brought tbat very evil 
on the province which (hey [eemed fa careful to 
avoid: for by fufiering the French to budd the 
fort at Crown- Poiil', within their frontiers, in 
173 I, as hath been mentioned, they in effect: 
gwe up tbeir chief [ecmity on that fide into their 
hands. This they experienced to their colt [hree 
years after: when being jenfibly alarmtd wlfh 
[he motions of the French and Indians on thtir 
frontiers, they fOUlid themfelves obliged (0 be 
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at near 12,000 pounds charge at once, to provide 
towards their defence; which they might have 
favec by on:y laying out a few hundreds to pre­
vent the enemy trom falling on New England, 
and budding that dangerous forr. Ever Gnce 
whic h time tbey have been under (he gre,lteft ap­
pre hen lions; and none cry out lot1clt'r now for aid 
frum [heir neighb'mrs, [han they who {o lately 
refuftd to lend them any. A jure punifhment 
which is always the confequence of a~ling a§!ainft 
the efiabliihed m2xims of obligation and lafety. 

That falne felfi{}j {pirit which induced them to 
difregard their brethern, at length 10 far poffeffed 
them as to make them forget themfelvcs, and not 
only negleCt (0 [eCtne their refpeCtive frontiers, 
but eV,D to [L1ffer the French to build forts in 
thole vtry places where they ought to hlVe ereCted 
them for their own [ecurity. So that it may be 
in a manner [aid that all the encroachments which 
they now complain of were made with their own 
(on{ent. 

But I cannot better fet forth the pernicious 
eff"et1s of this difunion than in the words of the 
Gentleman quoted before, to his friend in London~ 
a few years ago. "The Britifh colonies are with." 
" out union, are difconcerced, are jealolls of each 
" other, and act on different principles as well as 
"interefts. Some colonies have borne the bur­
" thtns of all wars, whi!rt orhers have ha.d peace 
" and protection withom e"pence: f)n1e have 
" even grown rich by fupplying the enemies of 
" its neighbour in actual war. V try few colonies 
" know their own bounds. In 173 I New Eng­
" land and New York, for that r,:afon, tamely raw 
" Crown-Point fortified, the conf~quence of which 
H has very larely been felt. In 17 26 New Yo,.k 
" and Penfy/vania permitted Nia'Wgra to be po[-
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" fdred and garrifoned, and very probably will 
" fulfer cnerondoq!lot to underao the [arne fate o ~ 

" as it is n"t known to which province it be­
" longs." 

That the colonies have contribllted much to 
their prefenr unhappy fituation, is a faa acknow~ 
lec1ged by all the /lmericanwrittfs I have mtt 
widl who treat on this fubj::a. They charge 
them with jealouues and animofities on account 
of trade and private intereft, and alledge tha.t 
thelt felfilh view5 enter into their aiTemblies, and 
prevent the public wei fare ; with not afiWing one 
another, when attacked; with Cuffering the Frencb 
to encroach on each other, and build forts with. 
out any oppoficion; with taking no care of the 
public fecurity, and even negletling to fecure 
their frontiers, tho' earneitly recommended to 
thnnby the King, This occafioned Mr. Kennedy 
(Q fay, " I cannot help thinking, from upwards 
" of forty years obfervations upon the conduct 
H of our colony affemblies, and the little regard 
" paid by them to infhuaions, that if it be left 
" altOgether to them, the whole will end in al­
" tercation and words." 

The colonies have, in reality, in many cafes, 
aaed as if they thought themfelves fa many in­
dependent frates, under their relpeaive charters, 
rathtr than as provinces of the fame empire: 
which conGderarion necelfarily requires a llnion 
of the parts, for fecurity of the whole. And with­
out doubr, in cafe they will not unite of their 
own accord, it is in the po.rver of the BritiJh par­
li:tment to unite or incorporate them in [uch a 
manner as mJ.Y appear moft conducive to the wel­
fare of the colonies in general, conOftent with 
the privileges and immunities which they enjoy 
from the royal grants. 

Indeed 
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Indeed this difunion among the provinces ha~ 

been kept up ill good mealme by a pernici<;us 
maxim, which in (orne former reigns prevailed 
in their mother country, like [hat which teems tf) 

prevail there ftill, of ruling by parties, or di­
viGon. The bad effc:t1:s of which may be feen in 
(he prerent diftreffed and di:lempered {tate of [he 
colonies, by which the maxim divide et impera, 
a?pears to have opE'r:ued more for the interett of 
the French thdn of Great Britain: former go­
vernments might likewife have had another pre­
tence for keeping ~p this difuniofl among the co­
lonies, namely, the danger, in an united flate, of 
their throwing off dependence and ferting up for 
themrelve~. Bm this can never reafonably be 
fllppofed to happen, were they ever fo rich, as 
well as flrongly united, unlefs they were driven 
to that extremity, by ufage which would make 
Britons themfelves impatient of fLlbjection. How­
ever, to fuppofe any fuch danger at prefent, or 
for many ages to com(", is rid iculous; Gnce they 
can never do any thing while they want a fleer, 
and Britain has one to reflrain {hem. So long as 
this {ball be the cafe, if ever they !bould revoir, 
it would never be with defign to fet up for them­
felves: they would be under a neceility to feek 
the protection of fome other power. A fiep 
which would be much more pernicious to Britain 
than barely {haking off [heir dependency, as there 
could be no hopes of their recovery. And where­
as in one cafe !be might flill be fLlpplied from 
them, with their produce of fugars, timber, na­
val fiores, and other commodities; in the other 
cafe fue would be intirely deprived of thofe rich 
branches of commerce, and both their wealth and 
power would be turned agaillft her. . 

The 
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The colonies from fame hard urage~ received 

in former times, had entutained an opinion that 
Britain was refolved to keep rhem low, and re­
gardlefs of their welfare. They fetmed con­
firmed in this opinion by noth!og more than the 
governors and other officers fent among them. 

In reading the hill:Gry of Americal1 affairs, one 
would imaginr, that at certain times the ac1mi­
niftration here had entered into a confpiracy by 
that method, either to ruin the coI0nit~, or give 
them lip to France: for they employed needy 
periom, generally withollt eithtr prlncipks or abi­
lities; who, flLldiolls only to make the moll: of 
[htir time, minded no-hing but how to fill their 
purfes: too often intent likewife on enriching 
themfelves by trade, they h:we n~)t only neg­
leCl:ed the affairs of the plantations, but have en­
couraged mealur:s prejudllial to the colonies, and 
therefore miOed the government here by falfe re­
prefcntations of thtir condition. This was the 
cafe of colonel Moor, governor of Carolina, at 
[he beginning of [he prefent century, who had 
formed a deGgn to engrols the whole traoe of 
that province to bimfelf, by a bill drawn up for 
that purpore. On being difappointed of hi5 aim, 
he fer on foot other meafures, which occafioned 
many troubles; and thefe were continued by eli:, 
fllbfequent governors, till, on the people's petitic)!', 
(he cbarter was vacated, and the governmtm rc­
fumed by the crown. Indeed f[(lm tradi'lg g()­
vernors a genuine reprefentation of colony-affairs 
is never to be expeCted. This W;1S the colonel 
Moor, who, on appearance of twO f.'1iall fr igates 
off at fLa, mC).de a precipitate retreat from hefore 
the caftle of St. AuguJiin, which he had befieged ; 
,leaving all his tranfports, with a great quantity 
pf Il:ores, ammunition and provifions, to the ene-

my 
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my. On this occ:1Gon it is worth obhrving, that 
the Indian chitf retired with (he reft to his Pe­
riawga', and flept on his oars, with much un­
concern. The governor's foldiers unea(y to be 
gone, ddlred him (() make haf1:e away: bm he re­
plied" No: altho' your governor leaves YOll, 
" I will not ftir till I have (een all my men be­
" fOI-e me." What more noble could the grecHeft 
general of Greece or Rome have faid? Several 
of thefe governors, by rheir arbitrary proceedings 
and rar_,inC', have almoft ruined the colonies which 
thq were ftt over: fome have (0 provoked rhe 
ptople as to oblige them to feize their p::rfons and 
fend them over hither; others have been re­
called and profecuted: bur rarely the/ fufferers 
reaped any advantage from fuch proCecutions; or 
any of the offenders were made examples of, as 
they ought to have been, in (error to others. 

There have been, 'tis true, bad charter as well 
as crown governors; of which firfl: kind was Moor 
above-mentioned. But altho' their actions were 
much alike, there was a va[\: difference as to the 
confequence ; once the colonies wtre generally pu­
nifhed for the faults of their own governors: but 
it does not appe,lf (hat they had any amends made 
them for [he violences and oppreffions committed 
by thofe fent from hence. 

The welfare ur ruin of provinces almoft en­
lir~ly depends on the choice of governors who 
are ient. Mr. Colden fpeaking of (he weak and 
deceitful counfds which prevailed in the northern 
culonies, about the year 1690, and which had 
brought the five nations almoil: to deltruction, 
and faved Canada from it, c:'xpreiTeth himfelf thus: 
" We {hall fee by the fcquel how a public fpirir, 
" directed by wife cOllnfel c , can OVercome all 
~, l~i:~jcLllties, while a fe]fi(h lp:rit lofes all, even 

" natural 
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.t natural advantages. In the preCent cafe the 
" turn which affaIrs took (eems to have been en­
" tirely owing to one thing. The French in 
,. making the Count de Rrontenac governor of 
" Canada," chofe the man every way the bei1: 
" qualified for this fervice: the El1g1ijh feemed 
" to have had litcle regard to the qUJlifications 
" of the perron [hey fent, but to grati fy a rela­
" tion or a friend, by giving him an opportunity 
" to make a fortune: and as he knew that he 
" was recommended with this view, his cOllnfels 
" were chiefly employed for [his purpoft *." 

Elfewhere t ipeaking of the divifions and dif­
orders which reigned in New l~ork on the revolu­
tion, fays, " that fome imputed all the misfor­
" tunes to the want of care in the choice of go­
" vernors; and thar the minifiry had the f .. lVJng 
" of money chiefly in view, when [0 gratify fome 
" fmall fervices they gave employments in Aile­
" rica to thole who were not capable of much 
" meaner offices at home." 

The abjeCt fiate of the colonies in thofe times, 
with refpeB: to governors, was fo gLll'ing, thil[ 
the Frmcb themfelves took notice of it. Cbar­
levoix fpeaking t of the three faults which be 00-
ferved in the Britifh colonie', two whereof ha.-e 
been already mentioned, fays the greatei1: of [hem 
was "the bad choice commonly made of thole 
" to whom the command either of particular 
" poi1:s, or intire province~, was intrufied. Thefe, 
" co.llinues he, were almoit conihntly men i:1-
" kilt on making a fortune, who knew norhing 
" of iT':iI', nor had ever fo much as feen a battle; 
H ana whofe whole merit confined if} having pro-

<I> Rift. of the Five Nations, p. 120. 

t P. 94-- t VoL ii. p. U"7· 
((, cur.:,l 
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~~ cured riches by ways incompatible with tr..e 
" qualifications nece1IliY to fupporr the ranks to 
H which they were advJnced; and which ruch 
" kinds of perlons never do acquire." 

Ir is to this evil conduCt, which in thofe times 
was purfued by (he g"wrnment here, that Mr. 
Colden alCribes (he jealouues and mlf'JnJerlland­
jngs which h.lve happened between the people and 
their governors, if fuch men defervl: rhe name; 
for he goes on, "By this means an Engli?J go­
" vernor generally W.wts the efteem ut the 
"people. While they think that a governor has 
" not the good of th~ people in view, but his 
" own, they GO all ('ccaoons are jealous of him: 
,; fo that even a go:)d governor with more dif­
" ficulty purfues generous purpofe) and public 
" benefits: becaufe the people furpeCt them to 

" be mere prnences to cover a prIvate defign. 
" It is for this reafon that any man oppofing a 
" governor, is fme to meet with the favor of 
" the people, almoft in every cafe. On the other 
" hand, [he opinion which the French had of the 
" Count de Frontenac's public fpirit, and of his 
" wifdom and diligence, made them enter into 
" all his meafures without hefitating, and chear­
" fllily obey all his commands *." 

The people of the colonies, finding themfelves 
oppreifed by their governor, who aCted as if they 
thought the provinces were delivered into their 
hands not to take care of, but to plunder and 
ruin, complained to their mother country; and 
their mOl her country neither regarded their com­
plaints nor redrdfed their grievances. Want of 
care in the parents begar W.1Ot of care ill the chil­
dren: and this was the rife of the prefent difor-

• Ibid 

ders 
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ders in the colonies, which by degrees have re­
duced them to fuch a weak condition, that it has 
not been in the power of the governors, of late 
years, with all their abilities and endeavours, to 
reil:ore them. 

However, this delirable work may, in a little 
time more, be effected, provided Britain conti­
nues to fend over men of condition and integrity, 
capable of applying remedies to the evil" and 
zealous for the weliare of the colonies. It could 
be wifhed aHa, to prevent any difference which 
might happen between the colonies and their go­
vernors about their falaries, that the government 
here would take the payment on themfdves. A 
fund fufficient to defray this and feveral other ex­
pences relating to the plantations, might be raifed, 
we are told, by only laying a halfpenny per gal­
lon duty on the moloffes and rum imported into 
the northern colonies. 

There ought to fublift a perfett harmony be­
tween Great Br:itain and them. They both ought 
to think their interefls to be the fame, as they 
really are: and on that right principle Great Bri­
tain ought not only to ftrengthen and fupport 
them to the utmoil:, but encour:tge and promote 
their commerce, in as extenfive a manner as ihe 
does her own. A good mother ffldom fails to 

have good children.· The inhabitants of the co­
lonies do not think tbemfelves alic:r.s, or the ltfs 
a-kin to thofe of Great Britain, becaufe feparated 
by a vail: ocean, and dwelling ill a difhmt part of 
the globe: they infiil: that they are branches of 
the fame Britifo tree, tho' tranfplanted in a dif­
ferent foil; that they have not torftited [heir BY/­
lifo rights by tbat removal, becaufe tbey removed 
with conient of the government, and fincerely 
acknowledae themfelves to be fubjects of (he f.1me 

o K" 109 : 
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Kina: That they daily extend the pov"rer and 
dominion of Great Britain, by e:aending their 
fettltments and commerce; 10 (hat in fupporting ~ 
them Great Britain in effect fupports itfelf, and 
adds to its own wealth: That their indlll1:ry is em­
ploy'd not more for their own than their brethren's 
advant;]ge, who are enriched by their labour and 
the valuable prod uce of their feveral colonies: 
that for this reafon. they think themfelves intitled 
both to their love and affiftance, which it is no 
lefs their interefl: than it is their d my, as brethren, 
to afford them: that in iliorr, they fpeak the fame 
language, and are of the fame religion with them; 
fo that they ought not to be thought prefumptuOllS, 
if they confider themfelves upon an equal footing 
with us, or treated the worfe, becallfe they will 
be Eng!;jhmen. 

From what has been faid, I think it appears 
evident, that for fecmiry of the cololonies, a 
general tlOion is abfolutely neceffary; and the ra­
ther, as in all emergencies or cafes of danger 
like the prefent, the utmoft unanimity and dif­
patch is requifite; which yer, from the conftitllti­
OilS of fome of the colonies, is not always to be 
hoped for. 

Of all the colonies on the continent, there are 
only the Virginia, New York, New HampJbire, 
Carolinas, and Nova Scotia, the property and 00-

vernment of which are in the crown. The c~n­
fiitlltions of the reD: are· of a mixt kind. In 
fome, the government and jurifdicrion only are in 
the crown, and the property in particular perfons, 
proprietors, or the people; in others, both go­
~ernment and properry are in the people: lafi:ly, 
10 fome, botb government and properry are vefted 
in private perfons. 

Out 
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Out of the provinces, therefore, the crown m~y 

be [aid to have authority in only five or fix on the 
continent, to raife money, and levy men for their 
defence. 'Tis true, thofe colonies where the people 
have the property, will naturally be induced wde­
fend themfelves when attacked, 'or in danger, be­
caufe the land is their own: But then as they em't 
be compelled to do this in the prefent frate of dif­
union, if they fhould be affeel:ed with the felSib 
contagion, which has prevailed in [ome colonies, 
they would help none but thcmfelves. On the 

-other hand, the proprietary colonies are not likely 
to help either their neighbours or themfelves ; for 
the proprietor or proprie:ors covtting, perhap!', 
to make the moil: they can of their lands, pocket 
all the quit-rents, without exptnding any thing 
confiderable for the defence of the country; and, 
when war comes, leave rhe people in the lurch: 
either thro' unwillingnefs to palt with what they 
had been hoarding for many years, or their not 
being able to affifl: them, having tquandered in 
high living, what they uught to have laid up 
againfl: fuch emergencie~. 

This was the cafe with many of the proprie­
tors of Carolina, who, in the war which the Spanijh 
Indians made on that colony, about 1718, to re­
venge the frauds committed by th~ traders, were 
not able to affifi- the people. This obliged them 
to have recourf-: for {uccour to the other colo­
nies ; which not being fufficienr for the purpore, 
they applied to the government here to take them 
under their protection. This, joined to the ar­
bitrary proceedings of the governors for near. 20 

years before, gave fo great offence to the Krng 
and council, that in vacating the Carolina charter, 
with ref peel: to all the proprie[Qr~, excepting one, 
they were on the point 9£ refuming all rhe Awe­
ricaN charters. This recent example, methin',s, 

F oDghc 
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ought to be a warning to the colonies, not ,to 
omit doing what is reafonable and neceifary for 
defence of themfelves, and indeed of one another. 

The people of Carolina had certainly a juft and 
lawful pretence for what they did: for, fince the 
proprierols did not defend them, (whether thro' 
difability or covecollfnefs it matterednot) as they 
were obliged to do by their charter, they had no 
right to jurifdiCtion or authority over either the 
country or the inhabitants; both which were for­
feited to the crown, from whom they received their 
conditional grant. 

Whether all the other colonies have the fame de­
mand on the crown for their defence, which the 
people of Carolina, (fince then divided into two 
pro 'inces) had on their proprietaries, I will not 
tmdertake to determine. They fay, indeed, that 
they ought to be confidered as the " liege 
" people of tne crown of England, and to have 
., right to all liberties, franchifes, and privileges 
<. of Englijhmm, as if they were born within the 
" kingdom of England," in the [arne manner as 
the people or Carolina were declared to be, and 
have, by their charter; and that fince they pay 
taxes and duties, as other fubjects of England do~ 
they ought to be intitled (0 the defence of the 
government as much as the people of England, 
and to be at no farther expence on that occaGon. 

This is a very delicate poiut, and requires to 
be touched with great caution: I (ball, therefore, 
content myfeJf with citing (he opinion of a cer­
tain all thor cn the like occaGon, who made it his 
bufinefs to enquire into the affairs of the colonies. 
" We cannot help taking notice, faith he, that 
" in everyone of the governors fpeeches there 
" are great complaints of the bad ftate of [heir 
" fortifications; and as thefe complaints have 

~ long 
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,,~ long continued, and yet remain witl:ollt redtef~~ 
" it really feems high time to put thofe affairs 
" upon fome different footing: for tl~is nation 
" reaps too great a benefit from our colonies in 
" the Weft Indies [America] to be qUite unCOll­
" cerned, whether or no they keep themfelves in 
" a proper ftate of defence. If the people of our 
" refpeCtive colonies can bear taxes, and will 
" not tax themfelves in a proper ftate for fo ne­
e, ceffary a purpofe. the Itgiflative authority of 
" Great Britain might interpofe: And if they 
U already pay as many taxes as they are able to 
" bear, which are all appropriated to other more 
" neceJ!ary purpofts, if any more neceJ!ary can be; 
" this nation ought to affill: them: But it looks a 
" little odd, continues the fame writer, that while 
" Ollr governors are moil: of tll~m reaping their 
" annual thoufands, their refpeetive governments 
" fhould remain without the neceffary fortifica­
" tions for fcores of years." 

Altho' on confidering the premifes, I can't fee 
how the colonies can be fecure, or long fubfift, 
without a union among themfelves; yet the fame 
principles which render a coalition abfolutely ne­
cefrary, mure render it alfo very difficult to be ob­
tained. For individuals have been always found 
very backward to give up any thing for the good 
of the whole; and [his is the very age of reten­
tion, in which every man's benevolence is center­
ed in himfelf, and publick fpirie is abfurbed by 
pri, ate intereft: fo that this affair could not hav(! 
happened, perhap5, at a more unlucky rime. How­
e-ver, in cafe a union of the colonies cannot b(! 
brought about at all, or is not likely to take 
place quickly; yet, if the rule propofed in [he 
above quotation be deemed a prop::r one, the 
whole American dominions may br.: effectually ft-. 

F 2 curd 
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cured againfl the French, notwithftanding the un~ 
willingnefs of any part to contdbute towards the 
defence of the whole. 

As the opinions of judicious perfans, on this 
intricate, as well as important, point, cannot be 
unacceptable, I {hall infert another method pro­
pofed by a ~ntleman already quoted, who is very 
well verfed in the affairs of the colonies. "Every 
" Englijh colony, fays he, in the prefent difcon­
" certed frate, on the lean: danger, feeks affiftance 
" from its mother country, and encreafes her bur­
" then, tho' already oppreffed. Some colonies 
" are rich, bm fcanty of white inhabitants: fome 
" abound in wealthy people and a fuperfluity of 
" every thing. Ochers, tho' populous, are poor, 
" fcarce of proviiions, and for a century have been 
" feverely harraffed by wars with the French and 
"Il1di{!n~. All of them have aCted feparately 
" . and u nconneCtedly, as tho' they were not mem­
" bers of one body but different nations. May 
" it not, therefore, be worthy of Britain and a 
" BritiJh parliament, to coniider how thefe colo­
u nies may defend one another, and fuppon the 
" Brit:fh interdl: in America? Would they not 
" in a very f110rt time be able fo to do, if the Je­
" giOature of Britain (no ids power can do it) 
" ihould oblige each colony, in proportion to its 
" ability, yearly to raife and lay by a proper fum 
" of money as a common fund; folely applicable 
" to the defence of any colony attacked by French 
" or Indians, and [0 the building fmall advanced 
'" forb in all proper places, every where to fecure 
" the new out.[eltlemenrs, and encreafe the In­
" dian ~rade (fLleh as that at Of wi go before­
" mentloned) fince the Englijh can always fup; 
" ply the l11¢ians better and cheaper than the 
"French. By doing this, and by beftowing half 

" th~ 
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C1: the prefents now given, in a proper manDer 
(, and place, fhould we not abr;dge and lCparate 
" the valt'extenuve claim which the French pre­
" tend to, by comprehending all the inland 
" parts of North America. under the names of 
" Canada and Loufiana ? Would not both French 
" and Indians be deterred and awed into a pro­
" per behaviour, when they found that an injury 
" done to one colony would be refented by all 
" the rtit? Would not this be performed with­
" out the leaft prefent expence to Britain, lerren 
" what fhe is now at, finally take off the whole, 
" and much encreafe her future trade and wealth? 
" All proportions, and every thing neceffary may 
" be eafily calculated and adjuf1ed, when fuch a 
" [cherne is approved and carried into execi.ltion." 

Mr. Kennedy afks, why cannot the Britifh co­
lonies unite as well as the the five nations? the 
anfwer is eafy: becaufe their way of living is not 
fo fimple, their condition fo equal, and their pur­
fuits, as well as plan, of happinefs confined to fa 
few things. Their mother country was in the fame 
difunited fiate in the time of Gee/ar: But it ought 
to be remembered, that difunion was her ruin; 
and that they ought to be warned by fa home an 
example., 

V. 
~he neCfJfity of ujing Indians hi 'War, and of gaining 

their friendjhip. 

T HE next preliminary point to be efflded, is 
to fecllre the Indians in our intereft ; on ac­

count, as well of recovering and extending our 
trade, as of fecl1ring our colonies ~againll the at­
tack either of Frend~ or Indians. 

F 3 Their 
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Their way of lTI:lking war and fighting is quite 

different from th~ European. They do not draw 
into the open field but fuoot from behind trees; 
and are exceeding dextrous both at hitting 
their mark and fhe1tering themfelves from the 
tnemies fire or purfuit: for, there is no rcom for 
hade in countries overgrown with woods, 
which g;].ve occafion to this, way of fighting; 
and there is no overtaking them on foot they run 
10 [wifely. 

Therefore, in cafe of any war, either with In­
dians alone, or where they are auxiliaries, we muft 
h:lVe Indians to oppofe Indians. They mu(l: be 
fought with their own way. Regular forc~s be­
ing wholly unacquainted with their way of making 
war can be of no fervice againft them : they are 
only of ufe to defend a fort, or to fupport Indian 
forces againft regular troops. Befides, being 
ufed to 6re from walls, they {corn to {boot from 
behind trees; and would rather die than go out 
of their own road to p~aCl:ife fuch a low kind of 
military art. Not confide ring that the natme of 
the country, which is, as it were, one continued 
wood, requires that way of going to war, and 
that of all the methods of fighting that is beft 
which is fafefr. -

The French of Caneda know the importance of 
Iildial!S on this accounr, and therefore never tln­
dertake any expedition without them. A me­
morable deliverance taught them this caution. In 
! 687 the marquis de Nonville, governor of ~e .. 
hI;., having landed 2 100 men at'Tierondoquot, 300 

of them Indians, with defign to furprize (he chief 
village of the Sennekas, whom he intended to de­
firoy ; v.; as furprized himfelf in the woods, within 
a fl~:l;:: of the place, by 500 cf chat nation :'who 

ftarting 
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Hartillg fuddenly from the ground where they had 
lain flat, raifed the war !hout, and difcharged 
their mufquets. This put his troops into Juch a 
confiernation, that they began to run on every 
fide; and in the confuCian fired on one anothe:. 
while the Sennekas fell on pell-mell. So that had 
not the French indians, acquainted with their way 
of fighti!lg~ come up, all muft have been defrroy­
ed; and the French, very likely~ driven out of Ca­
nada, for the whole force of it was employed in 
this expedition. 

The French, !ince that time, make ufe of In­
dians more than ever: and !ince they make ufe 
of them, there is frill th.e more reafon why we 
1houId; unlefs we had men enoUO'h of our own 
trained to their manner of makioryl:> ar 

Be!ides; the advantage of having the Indians 
our friends, may be inferred from the mifchiefs 
they have done ourfelves as well as the French; 
and the danger they have put the colonies in, 
both from within and without, when our enemies. 
Altho' the Englijh, by dint of numbers, were able 
to fupport the wrongs which they did the Indians, 
and either deftroyed or fubdued them within the 
colonies; yet it coft them much blood and labour 
before they effeCted it, particularly in Virginia and 
New England; efpeciaJly this laft colony: where 
made fuch vigorous efforts at fever.Il times, and 
continued the war with fo much obftinacy, even 
tho' much reduced by them; that theEnglijh, not­
withfranuing their great fuperiority in numbers, 
were {caret able to withfrand them, and but for 
certain lucky incidents, might have been driven 
out of all their fettlements. Thofe who left the 
country, preferve to this day their ancient animo­
fities; and being joined by the other eaftern tribes. 
continue to harrafs the borders of the El1g1;fb, 
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and do them aH the mifchief they can. They are 
n'ow the more able to take revenge with more 
[afeey to themrelves ; as, having a large country to 
-retreat in, they cwnot be fo eaGly furrounded by 
the Ellg1ijh, and oppreffc:d by numbers as they 
were when inclofcd within the colonies, where it 
would have been better to have kept them by good 
ufage. 

Notwithftanding the advantage gained over 
the Pmobfcott Indians, in the war of 1675 be­
fore-mentioned, it was found impracticable to 
fubdue them: for the EngliJh having negleCted to 
build either towns or forts in the country, the In. 
dians could make their incurfions into the open 
lands, and retire again into the woods be­
fore the army could come up with them. So that 
'cis certain, fays Mr. Neal '*, that the EngliJh were 
fick of the war, and glad to embrace the firll: of­
fer of peace, which was concluded the next year, 
whereby they obliged themfelves to allow the -
dians a certam quantity of corn yearly, as a kind 
of quit-rent for their lands. 

Mr. Neal treats the concdEon in this article 
., as not very honourable to the EngliJh;" as if 
there was any difference between taking their lands 
from them by force, and treating them as naves, 
which he blames them for but a few lines before. 
For my parr, I think nothing more honourable 
than to do jullice, or make fatisfaction for an in~ 
~!lrv done. 

h ;. 687, the Englijh Indians, to revenge fame ill 
\J[.,;f, by the inftigation of the French, invaded 
the frO:Jriers of New England, and commenced a 
war, which all the powers of the country could 
\0'; ~ : \to n ;;uifh in ten years t. 

I lhal1 
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I !hall produce but one inftance more to fhew 

what mifchief the. Indians may be able to do us, 
when our enemies. 1 In the war, carried on about 
1718, by the Spani/h Indians againft Carolina (the 
two provinces th,:n being in one) this 'colony un­
able to defend itfelf againft them, either by their 
own force, or that of the other colonies joined 
with them, were obliged at laft to crave affift­
ance from England, before they could do any good 
againft them, as hath been mentioned before~ 
Does not this confirm what has been already fug­
gefted of the danger the colonies would be in for 
want of Indians, 1hould the French at any time in­
vade them with their confederate Indian nations? 
In iliort, an Indian war has always been dreaded, 
as it has always been fatal to the colonies. 

All the colony writers recommend the gaining 
the Indian friendihip, as a matter of great import­
ance to them. One of Carolina fays, that the pi 0-

vince is much ftrengthened by them ; and that if 
trained to fire arms they would be very ufeful to 
that province, not only in cafe of an invaGon to 
repel the enemy, but alfo by drawing other IlZdi­
ans to the Englifh inrereit, or elfe delhoyiog thofe 
who were not to be gained. 

It muft be confdfed, that they are of great 
ufe, in either defending or invading a country. 
Theyare extremely ikilful in the art of fi.1rprizing, 
and watching the motions of an enemy: they al­
ways know where to find YOLl ; but you never 
know where to find them: they difperfe tnemfc:lves 
thro' a country Gngly, or in very fm]ll parries, 
and lie on the lurch, to pick up {hagglers, or pro­
cure intelligence: in which they act with an aflo­
nilhing patience and indefatjgabkner.~, beyond 
any thing which an European could undergo; re­
maining in one place, and often in one pofiure, 

fo1' 
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for whole days and weeks together, tiJ] they find 
:'tn opportuniry to {hike their {hoke, or compafs 
their defign, whatever it may be. 

" Every Indian, fays Mr. Kennedy,· is a hunter; 
" and as their manner of making war, by fkulk­
" iog, furprizing, and killing particular perfons 
" and families, is juft the fame as their hunting, 
" only changing the o~jett, every Indian is a dif­
~, ciplined [oldier. Soldiers of tbis kind are al­
" 'way wanted in the colonies in an Indian war [or 
" when Indians are employed] for the European 
" military difcipline is of little uje in theft woods." 
There is, therefore, an indifpenfible neceffity of 
rna 1~ing ufe of Indians in our wars, unlefs we 
had men enough of our own trained in thac fort 
of military exercife. 

The French, indeed, have a great number of 
fuch people called Courieurs deBois, as expert in the 
indian way of fighting as the Indians themfelves, 
as hath been taken notice of before; and there­
fore might be able to do without Indians, altho' 
they make ufe of them. Bu~ this is an advantage 
which the colonies have not; for, altho' in the 
fouthem provinces there may be a good many 
men, as expert in the Indian way of fighting, as 
the French Courieurs de Bois, yet they are under 
no kind of difcipline or command, except thofe 
of the confiderabJe Indian traders, their mafters ; 
and therefore cannot properly be confidered as 
any pllblick force or real ftrength. In the northern 
colonies New England being fllrrounded with hof­
tile Indians, and having ftiIl fome within itfelf of 
the fame race, neceffity has produced rangers 
among the inhabitants, without whom there could 
be no dealing with fuch enemies. But New York 
depending on the neighbourhood of the five na-

* In his importance if de Indians, p. 43. 
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tions for its fecurity, and making the French their 
faaors with the Indians, by felling their goods to 
them, had few or no rangers at all before that il­
licit traffic at Albany wasprohibited, and the trade 
laid open in 1720 ; fince which time the young 
men being encouraged to go among the Indians, 
the only way of breeding rangers, [hat province 
begins to be furoifhed with rhem. A:tho' ran .. 
gers are fo numerous among the French, th~it they 
might do without the Indians, yet they not only 
cheriih thofe who live in the country inilabited 
by themfelves, but feek ::he friendfhip of ali the 
nations round about them, far and near. On the 
contrary, the El1glijh do neither. efpecially i;1 the 
northern colonies: for r hey have not only exter­
minated all lndian nations who formerly dwelt in 
the countries now poffeffed by them, but inftead 
of making friends of thofe who live in the neigh­
bourhood of the colonies, are at variance with 
them all, excepting the fix nations and thei r al­
lies, whom yet they feem indullrious rJther to 
difoblige than keep in their intereft; altho' they 
have been all along the chief, and to New York 
the only defence againfl: the French, and their ru­
merous tribes of Indians. 

The fix nations who dwell at pre/ent to the 
fouth of the Kadaraktti or Ontllrio lake, and from 
lake Erri eaftward to within a little way of Al­
bany in New York; formerly inhabited the coun­
try to the fomh of the river St. Laurence, in the 
parts about Montreal and the river Sorel or Rich­
lieu, which iffuing out of Cor/ear or Champlai12lake, 
fallsintotheSt.Laurenceriver; and was thef), aswelJ 
asthelake, namedaftertheIroquois: but were forced 
by the Adirondah, who then inhabited, as they do 
frill, tothe north of St. Laureltce river, to leave their 
country and fly to the lakes where they now live. 

After 
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.l'Hter this, by the.ir good conduCl: as well as cou~ 
rage, theyredllctd the Adirondaks to a fmall num­
ber, and by degrees conquered the ff<.!!atoghis or 
HuroJtJ, t:le Cbiktaghiks or Ilinois, and other na­
tions as f2.r as the river Mefchafebe or Mi.f!zjJippi. 

And hen', becallfe fame people thro' ignorance 
or {elf. conrt:it (I will not fay treachery) would 
reprefent (h(;fe fix nations, and indeed the Indians 
in general, of no confequence to the colonies; it 
may be proper, before we proceed to the me­
thods of fteuring them, to give you the fenti­
mentj of fome American gentlemen, who have 
much the intereO: of the plantations at heart, and 
hZl\'e written on this fubjeCt. 

Mr. Colden, in his curious Hillory of the five 
Nations *, after mentioning [hat a number of 
.li:dim;s to march with an army which was to at­
tack Canada, would be of great ufe in difcover­
ing and defeating the ambufhers of the French 
Indians; and that by their incLlrfions into the ene­
my's country they would terribly harrafs them, 
and keep them from joining their forces in any 
great body to oppoie [he defign, he adds, " thefe 
" are not the moll: confiderable ad vantages which 
" might be gained from the affection of the Six 
" Nt/tions at this time, or any time of war. For 
" if the inland exrent of [he colonies from Nova 
" Scotia to Georgia be confldered, and at the fame 
" time the numerous Indian nations on the con­
" tinent of America, who may by the artifices of 
" [he Freilcu be induced to make incurlions every 
" where: if we confider alfo the cruel methods 
" by which·the Indiam make incmfions in [mall par­
" ties, from the va[\: forell: which every where covers 
" the Continent, and Wh;cri in many places isim-

" penetrable ~ 



[ 77 ] 
" penetrable;. it muft evidently appear, that a!­
" tho' the EngliJh colonies be of much fuperior 
" force in numbers of men, yet their number 
" would not be fufficient to protect their fron­
" tiers from the incurGons of the Indians in every 
" place; and, that while their forces mufr in this 
" cafe be divided and fcattered all over their 
" frontiers, it may be in the power of the French 
" in Canada, to invade, with fuccefs, any p,l~t 
" of the EngliJh colonie~. On the other hand, 
" if a proper attempt were to be made by the 
" . northern colonies alone, without the affiftance 
" of their mother country, but with the affit1:­
" ance of the Indians, it would, in all appear­
" ance, be [ufficient to reduce Canada: but if 
" the Indian nations can be perfuaded to join 
" heartily (as from what.is above related feerns 
" probable Ihey may) it will beimpoffible for the 
" inhabitants of CalZada to defend themfelves from 
" the incurfions of thefe numerous Indian nation<, 
" and from a body of regular troups at the Cm1e 
"time. As the French are very JenGble of theJe 
" advantages to be gainrd from the friendfhip of 
" the Indian nations, they neglect no means in 
" their poweI to procure them; and it is to be 
" hoped that the northern colonies will be no !efs 
" affiduous in a malter on which the-ir well-being, 
" at leafr, depends." 

The fix nations border on the provmces of 
New rork and PenJYlvania, to which they are a 
very {hong defence. "Their dependants and 
" confederates, fays another American writer, lie 
" near the French iettlements; forne in the midfl: 
" of, and fome beyond them. The wifdom of 
" the chiefs, in thefe united cantons, has gained 
" them no lefs reputation (han their courage. 
" which indeed has ftruck [error into the re-

" motclt 
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C, motefl: nations of north America, and forced 
" tl~em to court the friendlhip and protection of 
" fuch a formidable power." 

" The Fretfch (who know the importance of 
" thefe people's friendfbip) are perpetually la­
" bouring to debauch their faith to the EngliJh. 
" Their emiffaries the priefi:s, an indefarigable, 
" artful, infinuating race, are cona-andy endea­
" vouring to gain admittance amongft them: 
" they affume all iliapes, try every fpring: they 
" magnify the power and grandeur of France: 
" they fiudy to render the Englifh diminutive and 
" contemptible: they foment every little occa­
" fion of difguft, and leave no (tone unturned 
" to prejudice us in (heir efteem." 

" Hitherto the honour of the fix nations, and 
" the experie nced good intentions. and probity of 
" the Englijh, have been a fufficient barrier againft 
" all their intrigues. But it cannot be impru­
" dent to cOllntermine the intended mifchief, 
" by giving fuitable encouragement to proper 
" perfons to converfe with the Indians and ftudy 
" their geniL1s. An open-hearted generojity wins 
" them effettually. The temper of the EngliJh is 
" happily fuited to this; and th,:, additional qua­
" lifications of integrity and prudence muft, in 
" time, pave the way to an afcendency in their 
" councils; and by this means the fubtilty of 
" the French would be utterly defeated." As on 
the contrary it feems to gain ground among them, 
'{is to be feared the qualifications of integrity and 
prudence have not made that progrefs in the co­
lonies which our author fo earnefrly recommends. 

" One fees, continues the fame writer, in all 
" the treaties of the Indians with the EngliJh, 
" ftrong traces of good Jenfe: a nice addrefl in 
" the conduct of their affairs; a noble /implicity, 
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" and that manly /wtitude, which is the conftant 
" companion of integrity, The friendfhip of a 
" nation like this, tho' under the appellation of 
" favages or barbarians, is an honour to the maft 
" civilized people, I fay nothing of [he advan­
" tage which is derived from commerce with 
" them: and the French well know, by dear ex­
" perience, how terrible they are to their enemies 
" in war," 

" When we fpeak of the five nations in France, 
" (fays La Po/erie in his hiftary of north Ame­
" rica) they are thought, by common mi!.l:ake, 
" to be mere barbarians, always thirfting after 
" human blood: but (heir true character is very 
"different, They are the fierce!.l: and moft for­
" midab~e people in all north America: at the 
" fame time as politic and judicious as well can 
'" be imagined, This appears from the manage­
" ment of the affairs which they tranfatl:, not 
" only with the Frmch and El1g1ijh, but likewife 
" with almoft all [he Indians of this vafl: Conti· 
" nent," 

This teftimony in their favour is the more to 
be regarded, as it comes from a Frenchmal1, whore 
nation in Canada have fuffered greatly from time 
to time, once almoft to extirpa~ion, by the incur­
fions and £laughters made by thofe brave people 
in the year 1688, as hath been already mentioned~ 
As to the cuftom which they have in common 
with a few other nations, of burning their pri­
foners who are not adopted by them, it ought 
to be confidered as done by way of retaliation, 
rather than from a principle of revenge or blood­
thirftinefs; from which lafl: Mr. Po/erie has ac­
quitted them, 

The confequence of thefe expeditions was, thac 
the Frencb were obliged to burn [heir two barks 

On 
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on the Kadarakui lake, and abandon theit fort 
there; that aImoft all the Indian nations, except. 
ing two, dderred their intereft and made peace 
with the fi·ve nations: that they loft [everal thou­
fands of their inhabitants by the continual incur­
flons of fmall panies; and that the remainder not 
daring ro plaw, fow, or even go from one town 
[0 another, for fear of being [caIped, a famine 
enfued, which had like to have put a miferable 
end to that colony. What muft have become of 
Canada at this time, if only New York had per­
formed her engagements to the five nations ? 

The five nations would have purflled their 
blow and quite exti rpated the French, when the 
governor of New York flopt them from going 
on: for which that province feverely fmarted 
foon after; for in FebntalY 1690, the French with 
their Indians furprifed S,~enektadi, near Albany, 
burnt th~ town, murdered 63 per[ons in cold 
blood, an? carried away 27 prjlaners. This war 
was begun by {he French, with a defign to dellroy 
the five nalions (as they were then) and la11:ed 
tillihe peace of RfjW)'k in 1698, during which 
time the people of Canada were in the dreadful 
circllmfiances we have juft now related. 

This noble ftand and fuccefs againft the French 
and their Indians is the more remarkable, as the 
five nations were then divided in their femiments 
and meafures: three of the five, the Onondawgas, 
KaJugliws and One)'ots, by the influence of Jefuits, 
were diverted from profecuting the war againft 
Cmzada, and turned their arms againft the Vir­
ginia Indiafls; the Sennekas had a war at the 
jame time on their hands with three numerous 
nations, the Utawawas, the Chiktaghiks or Ilinois, 
and the ,[,wigtwis or Miyamis *. Since tben the 

'\' C: IJen's Hill:. p. go and feq. 
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French have made feveral attempts to deflroy or 
fubdue them, by various methods. La Honlan 
fays, that he propofed a fcheme to Lewis XIV. 
" for building forcs on the lakes of Canada, 
" which would force the JorfJ.uoife, [or the five 
" nations] either to abandon their country or 
" fuumit to the French, who would then, as he 
" told the King, with their other Indian allies, 
" be able to beat the Englijh out of all their: 
"plantations." But this fcheme was never tried; 
and if praCticable, might not the Englifo, by 
building forts, be able, with the affiltance of 
the five nations, [0 dlive the French out of 
Canada? 

The fix nations, from a [mall beginning, have 
made themfelves formidable likewi~e throughom 
the Indians of all nonh America. By their victories 
.. lid conquefts northwards, they [lIbdlled the Adi­
rondaks. by the French called Algonkins, the moft 
powerful nation of all, when the Hench feeded 
in Canada in 1603; togerher with their allie, the 
Utawawas or Dewagunbas, the It,tatoghis, by the 
French Huron.', and the NipeJerin.r, nOl much in­
ferior in power to the Adirondaks. Then turning 
their arms fomh weftward, they conquered the 
Sattanas or Showanons, who dwelt in the country 
now poffdfed by the five nations; [he Cbiktaghiks 
or Ilinois, as far as the river Miffiffippi; and would 
have fubdued the rwigtwls or Mtjamis, the moO: 
powerful nation at prefent in the Ohio country 
(great numbers of whom they deftroyed) if thGY 
had not been diverted by an inva!1on of the French. 
In {hort, they brought the Indians under their 
fubjeB:ion as far as fOllth Carolina; extending their 
dominion over a vaft country above 1200 miles 
in length from north to fomh, and 7 or 800 in 
breadth from eail. to weft. 
- . G In 
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In fhart, thefe people are conlidered by the ju­

dicious Ilmericans, both EngliJh and French, as 
equal, if not fuperior to either the antient Greeks 
or Romans, for generality, integrity, juftice', po­
licy in government, firmnefs of mind and COll­

rage; particularly intrepidity and contempt of 
death, in which their behaviour, and linging their 
death fong, in the midft of the mof\: exquilite tor­
ments inflicted by their enemies when taken pri­
toners in war, fhews them to furpafs all mankind 
befides. 

However, the generality of our vain unthink­
ing countrymen, for want of the Indian under­
[tanding, look on them as a defpicable people, 
becaufe they are content with poverty, and do 
not make a figure like other nations, things for 
which they more ju!tly hold the Europeans in con­
tempt: for they rightly place the happinefs and 
dignity of man, in living according to the lim­
plicity of nature, and cultivating political and 
1acial virtues; ju!tly concluding from what they 
obferve in the practice of Europeans, that riches 
and parade ferve only to make people luxurious, 
difhonefl: anq effeminate: nor do they [cwple to 
declare the opinion which they have of us, when 
it comes handfomel y in their way. As the !It­
di"ilS know how to be even with us in point of 
contempt, they would doubtlefs forgive our Ame-
1'ira11 brethren [hofe airs offuperiority, which they 
place to the account of their vanity and [elf-con­
ceit, if [hey would behave to them in O[her re­
Ipetts confifl:ent with the rules of juftice and ho­
nour. But their neighbours have given them 
great caufe of ofience, chiefly on three occafions; 
firO: by drawing them into wars, and then leaving 
them in the lurch. This was particularly the cafe 
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during all the long war which they had with the 
French from 1687 to 1697. 

" In the year 1690 they were deferred, fays 
" Mr. Colden, by the people of New York, after 
" they had engaged them in a wa~ againfr the 
" French of Canada." They triRed with them 
again in 1692. At a meeting of the five natiom, 
with colonei Ingo!jby at Albany that year, one of 
the Sachems amana olher home thinas faid, " Bra-D Q 

" ther Corlear (or New York) YOll deure us tb 
" keep the enemy in perpetual alarm.-Is it not 
" to f.:cure your own [mnciers, why then not one 
" word of your people who are to join us ?­
" How comes it that none of our brethren, fait­
" ened in the fame chain with us, offer their 
" helping hand in Ihis general war, in which (,ur 

(C grt'Jt king is eng:lged again8: the French? Pray 
" how come Maryland, Ddaware river, and New 
" England, to be> difeng3ged from this war? How 
" comes it that the enemy burns and defl:roys 
" the towns in New England, and tbey make no 
" refiftance? How comes our great king to 

" make war and not to de8:roy his enemies?· 
" when if he would only command his lubjech 
" on this fide of the great lake to join, the de­
" firuCl:ion of the enemy would not mJke one 
,. fummer's work." 

However, rhe five nations being invited to join 
in the war, real~ily agreed, and m<iking an in­
curuon to the very banks of the river St. Lau­
rence between Montreal and S?2Jlebek, put both 
thei.f places, with the wbole country belwem, in 
continual alarms. Next year the French, to be 
revenged, furprifed three cal1:Jes of the Mobawks ; 
and would have done much greater mifchief, if 
colonel Fletcher, then governor of New York, 
had not flown to [heir afiifl:ance. On which oc-

G 2 cauuo, 
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caGon they honoured him with the name of Kay­
engttirago, or [he Great Swift Arrow. But as they 
had never received futh a blow in the memory of 
man, [hey were qui:e dilheartened. "They faid 
" their ilrenglh was quite broken, by [he conti­
" nuance of the war: However they added, that 
" if all the Engli/h northern colonies would join, 
.. [hey could Hill eaGly take Canada; and that 
" their being [0 ill armed, was the rearon why the 
<, FrelJch had then efcaped. The French (conti­
" nued they) arm their Indians compleatly, and 
" furnilh them with every thing neceffary for war, 
" as we find to our coft every time we meet with 
" them." 

In 1694, Joon 4ter, the fix nations hearing that 
the }trench had received a confiderab!e force from 
France, began to hearken to fome propofals of 
peace; and being queftioned about it by Col. 
Fletcher, told him, the" only reafon was the low 
" condition [0 which they were reduced, while 
" none of their neighbours fent them the leaft 
" affiftance; fo that the whole burr hen of the 
,. war lay on [hem alone: that their brelhren of 
" New England, Connetlicut, Penjjlvania, Mcr)'­
" land, and Virginia, of their own accord, thrufr 
" their arms into our cbain [of peace and alliance:] 
" but (ince the war began we have received 00 

" affiflance from (hem. We alone cannot con­
-, tinue [he war againft the French, by reafon of 
" the daily recruits which they receive from 
" the other fide of the great lake*." 

Upon this Col. Fletcher gave notice to the 
above~mentioned provinces of the danger which 
might arife froin fuch a treaty; and that then~ 
was no preventing it but by the Indians ceing a[­
fured of more effeCtual affiftance than they had 

i8 Colden's Hift. p. 167. 
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hithert0 received. Commiffioners from thofe pro­
vinces met at Albany, where one of the Sachems 
in his {peech after repeating what had been [aid 
before [0 Col. Fletcher, added, " Our brother 
" Ka),enguirago's arms and ours are ftiff, and tired 
" with holding faft the chain, whilft our neigh­
" bours, fit frill and fmoke at their eafe. 
" The fat is melted from our flelli and fallen on 
" our neighbours, who grow fat while we grow 
" lean. They flouriih whli!l: we decay. This chain 
" made us the envy of the French; and if ali 
" had held it as faft as Kayenguirago it WOtdd have 
" been a terror alfo. If we would all heartily 
" join and take the hatchet in our hand, our com· 
" mon enemy would foon be de!l:royed, and we 
" fi10uld for ever after Jive in peace and eafe. 
" Do jon but your parts a1zd thunder itftlf canWJt 
" break our chain *." .. 

This r::H~,ting after all came to nothing; and 
CoL Hetcher nN being able to give the five na· 
tions any a!1urances of a vigorous affiitancf', al­
lowed them to make a feparare peace: which, 
yet in ;,fF aio:> to the Englijh, they did not. How­
ever, in 1695, the French re-poifdf:d themfcl yes 
of Kadarakui fort; which the fiv'/! nations would 
have prevented, had SC?o men been fent them 
from Albany as they defired. 

From this bc:haviour the five nations began to 
think that the EngliJh were lavifh of Indian lives. 
and too careful of their own. The Mohawks, 
fays Mr. Colden, who lived nearefl: them, having 
from fuch behaviour, entertained a mean opinion 
of their conduct and courage, as well as integrity, 
were prevailed on by their brethren the Kahnuagd 
or Prayil7g Indians, to make peace with Count 
Frontenac, which they did. It was, doubtlefs, 

* Coldel/, p. J 70. 
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from a reBeCl:ion on the timid COncilla of the En­
glijb 'in thofe times, as well a, in thefe, with refped: 
to the French, that when lately one of our neigh­
bouring co10nies Ceot to Onondawga, the chief town 
of the iix nations, inviti:,g them to fend their 
children thither f:>r education ; they excufed 
themfelves, by alledging, that the education 
would not fuit rhe genius of their youth; but 
in return for their f:ood' will, fem them word" 
that if they would fend lome of their youth to Onon­
dawga they would reach them to b~ men. 

Tbefepoor faithful Indians have the more reafon 
to complain of the EngliJh on occaGon of fo 
many difappointment<, as they were terrible fuf­
ferers by them: for, altho' they ofcen came off 
with glory, and always with honour, yet being 
obliged to maintain the war alone for fa many 
years, not only againfl: the French and their con­
ftderate Indians, but alfo againft feveral other 
pM,erfLlI nations at the l101e time, as hath been 
hefOIe oblerved, their ftrength was greatly weak­
ened ; fa rhat from IO or 12,000 fighting men, 
which they were formerly, they are at prefent re­
duced to 1000 or 1500 at moil:: and as the French 
power has encreafed while their own declined, 
they are become much afraid of them, and the 
more as (hey think they cannot with certainty de­
pend on the promifes or treaties of the Englijh. 

In a conference which rhey had not long ago at 
A/bane)', I hey declared, " that they were almoft 
" brought on their knees to the French; and that 
" unlds they were better fupported than they had 
" been, they muft expect foon to be all cut off ;" 
Was not fuch infinctrity enough (0 change their 
affeCtions and fidelity from the Englijh; who, per­
haps, wanted to ha'ie them all deftroyed, as they 
almoD: were in that long and terrib~e war, from 

the 
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the fame falfe policy which made them defhoy 
their own Indians. 

Their next reafon for being offended with the 
Englijh, were certain fteps taken, which feemed 
to confirm [he jealoufy which the French were al­
ways very induHrious to infufe into them; that 
~he EngliJh, for all their 'fair pretences, in reality 
Intended to deprive them of their lands, and en­
Dave them. Their firft caufe of jealoufy, on this 
account, was their being called fubjeas by the En­
glijh, which at a meeting in 1684 they refented, 
affirming, that they were not fubjeas but bre­
thren* • 

Not long afrer this; King James, a little before 
llis abdication, fent over Sir Edmund Andros with 
arbitrary powers; and he, in imitation of the 
French, changed his ftile in fpeaking to the In­
dians, calling them children in !lead of brethren, 
the term formerly ufed. This they complained of 
atA/baney in June 1689, and infi!led that rhe old 
form of treating with them might be refrored. 
They were much more alarmed and irritated a few 
years afcer, by the indifcretion of Capt. Schuyler, 
who, after the peace of Ryfwick inI697, beingfent 
to Canada in behalf of the five nations, by Lord 
Bal/amont, then governor of New YIJrk, in aff'ert­
ing the dependency of thefive nations on that pro· 
vince, faid, that theft people we're their jlaves. 

This was fo aggravated by the Frencb, glad of 
every opportunity to fet the five nations againft 
the EngliJ;J, that thefe Indians, more jealous of 
their liberty than ever were the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, in J 699 fent their moll: confiderable Sa­
chems toAlbaney to complain of it; and at the fame 
rime depuries to Canada to conclude the peace 
independently of the Englifh: in !bore, they took 

G 4- care 
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care on a1\ occafions evt:r {inee to affert their in~ 
dependency, declaring, that they are born fn::e, 
and fubject to neither the French nor Englijh. 

A third cau(e of difguft to (he EngliJh has arifen 
on account of taking their lands from [hem, which 
has been the (ource of many troubles. In 1639, 
500 Englijb were at one time eut off in Virginta 
by [he Indians, whofe lands they had taken away. 
The man; wars carried on by the New England 
IndirIns were for the fame I e,lfon; and tho' 
driven out of the country. their hatred ftill fub. 
fifts. Not many years firJCe quarrels arofe about 
the Sufquehanna lands; anel now lately the grant 
of the Ohio lands gave new difcontent : but it is 
faid that all difputts were terminated at Albaney 
!aft July, and that the Indians went away per­
fectly fatisfied. Howtver that ne, they do not {pare 
to reproach both French and Englifh "with 
" ufurping the lands of fo many Indian nations, 
" and chacing them from their own country," as 
one of their Sacbems did in a fpeech made to 
the governor of Canada in 168.-1,. 

The laD: article of complaint concerns trade; 
in which they always have been, and to this day, 
are abufed in a mof! fcandalous degree. "The 
" original treaty, or commercial contract, with 
" the five natIons went on tolerably well, fays 
" Mr. Kenmd)l, for fame years, till [he execution 
" of it was committed to [he care of a number 
" of commiffioners, mflftly Anglo-Dutch traders 
" in Indian goods; who together with a tribe of 
" harpies, c;;!Jled Handlers, their relations and un­
" dedlrappers, have [0 abufed, defrauded, and de­
" ceived thofe poor, innocent, weJJ-meaning peo­
" pit, that at pre[ent we have very fewlndians left 
~, who are fincerely in ollr intereft, or who can 
" be depended on. The fatal confequences of 

" thill 



[ 89 ] 
" this management were fevere1y felt in many 
" inftances laft war, particularly in tbe cafes of 
" Saragtoga, ·Skeniktadi, &c. which could not 
" poffibly have happened, had our Indians been 
~, fincerely our friends." 

The frauds of tbofe handlers are not confined 
to tbe common manufactures; they have even 
the audacity to frullrare the royal bauDty, and 
cheat them of the King's pre[ent~. On this oc­
caGan Mr. Kennedy fays, " I believe I may ven­
" ture [0 affirm, that the greater part of the pre­
" fents made them upon thofe folemo occafions, 
" feldom go farther than Albaney or Skcnektadi ; 
" bue are bought up by the Handlers for rum, and 
H afterward fold to them when lober at adc,r rale." 

The poor Indians, it feems, are abufed in every 
thing; for altho' guns are in effeCt their whole 
dependence or enate} as well as fecurity, yet it 
is complained, that thofe which the Engljh fell 
them are the worft which can poffibly be made. 
This ol)liges them to go to the Frencb, who take 
care to ferve them well, and thus they become at­
tached to them: for they muil: naturally think, 
that they who for lucre would impo(e on them in 
an articJe of (uch importance to both their (ubfifl:­
cnce and defence,can have no true regard for them. 

In the conference with CuI. Ingolcljby, at A!baney, 
in 1692, the fpeaker for the Indians tells him, in 
a (neering way, "We thank YOll for the powder 
~, and lead given to u~ : But, what !hall we do with 
H them withoutgllns ? Shall we throw them at the 
" enemy? We doubt they will nor hurt them that 
H way. Before this we alway~ had guns given to 
" llS. It is no wonder that the governor oj Ca~ada 
" gains upon us: for be fupplies his Indians with 
~1; gum, as well as powder. He fupplies them plen­
~" tifully with every thing which can hun us." 
. At 
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At one time there has been powder and, lead 

given to them, but no guns, At another time~ 
tho' preffed to go to war with the French, they 
complained the powder was fold dearer to them 
than ever, and when they bought their guns [hey 
were not fit for fervice. Ma.y I not fay, as the In­
dians did themfelves, on the occaGon, " It is no 
" wonder the governor of Canada gains upon 
" them?" h is no lefs a wonder, methinks, 
how tlu: governor of New York could fiand 1'0 
bi rter a reproach. 

Commerce ought to be encouraged to the ut­
man, and be freed from all clogs: but to make 
it thrive, as weJI as prevent the bdians from de­
ferting us, it will be abfolwely neceifary to re­
firain the frauds and licentioufnefs of traders, un­
der the ievere1t penalties. It is not only in New 
York that they have abufed the tracie, and loft us 
the affecbons of the Indians on that fide, but thty 
have done the famein Carolma: for, althcl that pro­
vince, which is Currounded with numerOllS Indian 
nations, had been frequently harraiT::d by fame or 
other of them; not more by the idligation of 
the Frencb or Spaniards, than by the mal-practices 
of the EngliJh traders: yet, not warned by experi­
ence, or rather not regarding the welfare of the 
colony, fo they gained themrelve~, which is it 

maxim with all traders in generdl, th~y defrauded 
and otherwife ill treated the Spc1nijh Indians. 
the mofr reftlefs of them, all to {uch a degree, 
that no longer able to bear it, they broke 
out into war about rhe year 171 S ; and falling by 
furprize, as ufual, on the out-[ettlements, cue off 
many Englijh, who were unprovided for defence. 
Thus generally the innocent fuffer for the guilty, 
who efcape; and a whole nation tor the villainie. 
of a few, who go unpunilhed. 

The 
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The war became fo fierce, that Carolina, not 
able to defend itfelf, called in the affiftance of the 
other colonies: but as even this would nor do, 
and they could obtain no {uccour from the pro­
prietors ; the people addrdfed the crown [0 take 
them under its proteCtion. Forces were rent over 
who repelled the Indians, and the chaf(cr being 
refumed, the King purchafed feven eighths of 
the proprietors, and appointed a governor in 
J73 r. 

The fix nations would, doubtlefs, put up with 
many things which give them caufe of d ifguft ; 
would the colonies but de:.l honcfily by them in 
their traffick: bm it raifes their indig~ation to Ice 
that they rake all opportunities to tndz and im­
pofe on them. This gives them ftrong animu(i­
ties, as well as diftruft. They cannot be preyail­
ed on to believe that the men who cheat them, or 
thofe who fuffer them ro be cheated, in the moft 
vile and fcandalom manner, are at all to be con­
fided in, or can poffibJ y be fincerely their friends. 
The firft thing to be done rhen is to remove their 
diftruft, by wholly altering the prefent way of 
treating them, and making fome new laws in 
their favour which may fecllre [hem againft any 
future ill ufage. 

With regard to the injuries they receive from 
the abufe of trade in parricuJar, the method pre­
pofed forredreffing them is; to take the manage­
ment of the Indian trade from the pwpJe of AI. 
bany, who are mof\: of them, if not all, traders or 
handlers, and put it under the direction of fome 
perfon of capacity and integrity, ~o be appointed 
by the King; in the nature of a Juperintendant of 
Indian affairs, who ihould be debarred, under 
fevere penalties, from trading either direCtly or 
mdireaIy with the IndialZS: as fhould Iikewife the 
• ' truck· 
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truck-mafteis or agents, to be annually ch')fen at 
the places where rhe goods are lodged; which 
goods are to be fold to the Indians at a ftt rate, 
without any advance thereon; and the Incii<'!,lzs al. 
lowed a market price for their furs. This me­
thod is praCtifed in Canada by the French; and in 
New England, to the great fatisfaCtiJf\ of the}ndians 
there: and, why tbould they not be as well dealt 
with at New York, where their good treatment is 
of far greater importance? 

'romo Cbichi, when here in 1734; in behalf of 
the Creek Indians, and [0 prevent for the future their 
being cheated by the Englifh traders, ddired of the 
truitees for Georgia, that the weights and meaulres, 
with the prices and qlJalities of the goods to be 
exchanged for deer-fl:ins might be fetrled and 
fixed: that none tbollid be allowed to trade with 
the Indians in that country, without a licence from 
(he trufiees ; that fo thdndians, in cafe of injury or 
fraud, might know where to complain: that there 
mighr be but one 1{nrt-houfe in each Indian town, 
frem whence the traders tbolllcl fupply them with 
goods at the fixed prices. Becaufe, he [aid, the 
traders had ohen, in an arbitrary manner, not 
only raifecl the prices of their g::lOds, bue alfo 
given (i1em {hort weight and meafure; and thac 
by their impofitions they had frequently created 
animolities be~ween the Englijh and Indian!, which 
had often eooed in wars prejudicial to both. There 
matters "vere regulated according (0 hi5 eleGre ; 
and both the importation a:1d ufe of fpirit!Jo~lS li­
quors prohibited in Georgia, by aas I)f the King 
and council. vVhy might not the f.lIne benefits 
be allowed the fix nations, and other indian.; who 
are in alliance with LIS? why are not [he traders 
of other colonies laid under the fame reflraints? 
However, the making of laws fignifles nothing~ 

unkfs 
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uniefs care be taken to have them put in exeeu· 
lion: for in 1739, when '.lama Chichi, and other 
chiefs of the Creek nations, came to comFlimelit 
general Oglethorp at Savannah, they complatneq ; 
that notwithftanding (he regulation in 34, the 
/tufian traders, who came among them from Ca­
ro.'ina, ufed bad weights and meafures. He there­
fore defired that the general would order them 
brafs weights and fealed meafures, to be lodged 
with each of their kings. The fame likewife 
might be done for the fix nations. 

The chief rcafon why the French h:l.Ve fo far 
fucceeded in their enterprizes beyond the Engli(h, 
is, in the opinion of Mr. Coldm *, becaufe "the 
" Indian affairs are the particular care of the go­
" vernor and other principal officers in Canada, 
" who have the greateft knowledge and amho­
" rity: whereas thofe affairs in New York are 
" chiefly left to the management of a few traders 
" with the Indians, who have no care for, or 
" fkill in public affairs, and only mind their pri­
" vate interefl:." 

In {hart, Mr. Kennedy is the more earnefl: to 
have the method he propofes for a remedy to take 
place, as " being well allured, he fays, that there 
" is no law whicbcan be contrived, or oath framed, 
" co bind a handler." 

Should a few knavifh individuals of one colony 
be fuffered to ruin all the colonies? for Mr. Km­
nedy t rightly obferves, " that if ever New York, 
" Albany, and Hudfon's river, tbould get into the 
" hands of an enemy, every other colony would 
L{ [oon follow." And his obfervation ought (0 

be the more regarded, fince the French are of the 
very fame opinion, as appears from their kheme 
of 16~ 8, which was grounded on that principle. 

If 
* p, 35· 
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If we expeCt any affiftance in our wars from 

thefe Indians, I fhould think that above all things 
care would be taken to furnifh them with good 
fire-arms.. Mr. Kemledy is cf opinion, "that if 
" thie; lingle abufe was reCtified, it might be fuf­
" ficient to keep the fix nations in Our inttreft." 
And cannot fo much be done to fave the colo· 
nies? yet fomething more than this is necdfary 
to be done: for as the whole fubfi(tenee of thefe 
people depends on keeping their guns in order, 
a fmith ought (0 be rent to refide among them, 
that they might not be obliged to travel two or 
three hundred miles (0 an Engl~fh fettlement to 
get a lock mended, which might oeeation the 
101s of their hunting feafon. Since therefore he 
would be a moil: ufeful and necdfary man to them, 
" A Imilh, fays Mr. Kemzedy's friend *, is more 
" likely to influence them than a Jefuit; efpe­
" cially as they think much more of their tem­
" poral than fpiritual affairs." Thefe fmiths, if 
men of tolerable underftanding, might be of tar­
ther ufe, as they and their fans might become in­
terpreters; nothing bf·ing more ufeful and want­
ing in [he colonies [han good and honeft ones. 
They might all0 be employed (0 fupply the li/­
{lians with goods. In 1734 the aiftmbly of New 
Fork voted an allowance for maintaining a fmith 
among the fix nations; but it does not appear 
th:lr any perron of that trade was fent. 

" In my opinion, fays Mr. Colden t, the go­
" vernmer;t of New York have, on all occations2 

" been exceedingly to blame, in nor having fame 
" men of experience among the five nations to 
" advife and direCt them on all emergencies of 
"Importance. The French, continues he, are 

'if P.15. t P. 162. 
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,. very careful of this,; and the officers of the 
~, regular troops are obliged to take their tours 
" among [heir Indians, while the captains of the 
" independent companies of fufiliers at New York, 
" live like military monks, in idlenefs and !uxu­
" ry." 

Since the time in which the French fuffered fo 
much by the incurfions of the five nations, they 
have endeavoured, by various methods, to draw 
them off from the Englifh intereft, and attach 
them to their own: but at the fame time are con­
rr'lving under hand how eieher to de(lroy or fub­
due them; and fhould they ever fall under their 
power, their firft bufinefs, in all probability, 
would be to CUt them entirely off. For thde 
people have brought on them (0 many difgraces, 
and been fuch a perpetual toorn in their fides, 
rhat they can never fincerely love or forgive them. 
The five nations, very likely, think the lame 
themfelves ; and this may be one rearon why, 
notwithflanding 311 rhe ill ufage they have re­
cei ved, that they frill incline to hold witl! the 
Englijh. 

It is a matter of the greateft importance to our 
colonies net only to pre[erve the fi'itndfhip of tbe 
few nations who are in our intereft, but a-Iro to 
cndeavcur all they can to gain others over. They 
will be of eITer.tial ufe to ftop the progrefs of the 
Fi ench thro' the back COllntJ ies ; and fave as 
advance guards to the colonies; while furround­
ing them witham, like a fhong waH, they will 
prc:vent thofe dangerous neighbours from break­
jng into them. On the other hand, If rhey be­
come our enemies, the colonies will not only lofe 
th It fme defence which [hey v.ould prove againft 
the French power, but joining with them they 
wOlJld enter together on all fides; and in thac 

care 
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cafe what calamities would enfue may more ea!iI1 
be imagined than defcribed. 

" What to me is molt furpriling, fays Mr. 
" Kennedy *, that altmo' there IS hardly a colony 
,. on tht continent but what is a match for all 
" Caflada, yet hy a proper management of their 
~, Indians they [the French] keep us all, both in 
" tlme of peace and war, in a conltant dread and 
"terror." While we take care to keep [he In~ 
dians on our fide, they will not only keep the 
French in awl", but by their means we might, 
whenever we pleafed, ruin their two colonies, by 
taking from them not only their trade but (heir 
country: for they could not hold out three munths 
agair;ft the power of the Englljh, fupported by 
the Indians. 

Some think that by uIing proper meafures, not 
only the Indians who have deferred us may be 
gained back again; but even many of thofe na­
tions brought OVer who have always been in the 
French intereft. Both thefe things may be pof­
fible: but it muft nor be thought that this is be­
caufe the French ufe them worfe than we do: on 
the contrary, chey [I eat them infinitely better. 
They do not fell them fpirimous Jiquors to de­
[troy their health and confume them; nor make 
them drunk and then cheat them cf their goods, 
as our traders have done. Nor are thefe abufes 
committed only in {(!me of the northern colonies. 
I could mention fame late pranks of the fouth 
Carolina traders among r he Charo~ees, which had 
involved many Ocher El1glijb befides the aggref­
fors, in imminent danger of being maffacred; 
and might have ccrafioned the revolt of that nu­
merous nation to the French; who prohibit the 
1ide of fpirituous liquors among the Indians, (tho' 

forne 
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fome may be conveyed by ftealth) and in matterS 
of trade they deal very honeftly by them~ How­
ever they may be the gem de mauvais foy to U!', 

not they, but we, are the gens de mauvais Joy to the 
Indians. What difference is there between the 
French feizing oUr lands, and our defrauding the 
Indians (I will not fay of their lands bilt) of their 
furs? Some of the letters from l7irginia ex­
claimed againft the Indians for deferring their 
troops in the late engagement: but can we blame 
them if they are treated by their EngliJh in the 
barbarous man her before-mentioned? They fee 
by long experience (hat We make ufe of them 
only as tools to fetve a prefent purpofe: court 
them when we have need of them, and when the 
bufinefs is over I1eglett and defpife them, cheat 
and leave them in the lurch. Do not we fet [hem. 
an example of infincerity? can we expect they 
fhould be more faithful and kind to us than we 
are to them? 

The French, befides ufing the Indians better 
than do the Englijh, attach them to their interelt, 
by conforming to their ways of living, by inter­
marrying with them, and by bringing chern over 
1i0 (heir religion. Thio, which they know to be 
their fureft game, is managed by their artful and 
indefatiaable priefts, who difpetfe themfdves for 
the purpofe among their tribes wherever they dare 
venture, and have tbe Ieaft profpeCl: of fuccefs ; 
while the Englijh ratber avoid than feek (0 make 
convens of them. A negligence which muft 
prove f.lcal to us in every part of the world where 
popery prevails; char inhuman manner which, 
if it had power, would let nothing live but ie­
fdf. 

If the-refore the Indians feern inclined to take 
parr with us rather than the French, it is wholly 

H out 
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om of inter eft, They know that the greater 
pa'rt of {he goods which they buy of [he French 
come from the EngliJh ; and that therefore they 
can trade to more advantage with our colonies, 
by having them there at a cheaper rate than in 
Canada. The journey Iikewife to Of we go Or New 
York, is much nearer and lefs inconvenient than 
to Montreal or I?J.gebek. This is the chief, if not 
only motive, which can incline (hem to an al­
liance with us rather than the French; whore man­
ners and way of proceeding with them, in mort 
other refpeCts, (excepting perhaps the article of 
government) mlla needs be more agreeable to 

them. 
Hence many are- of opinion, it mull be only 

when the feveral Indian nations, efpecially [he 
more remote, fee they can no longer be fup­
plied by the French with the goods they want, 
that they will be inclined to rerort to our colonies, 
and become our friends. The fira fiep, there­
fore, which to them feems neceffary to be taken 
in order to draw the Indians thither, is abfoilltely 
to prohibit that illicit trade which has been fo long 
carried on at Albany, of furnilliing the French 
with El1gliJb manufaCtures. Others on the con­
trary fay, that by putting a flop to that trade we 
mould only oblige (he French to fetch the fame 
kinds of goods trom France anel other European 
countries, and fo 10fe a very profitable branch of 
trade without gaining our ends with the Indians. 
To which it is anfwered, th.lt if this could be 
~Jont the French would have done it before now; 
and that was j·t done, their markets would be 
dearer than they are at prdent; which would in­
taJlibly bring the moft difla-nt Indians to ollr co­
lonies. Thi~,they fay, has been confirmed by 
experienc.; of kveral years; ,.ai1d would in timr, 

of 
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of i&Jf, fecure as well as enrich the northern co­
lonies. The fix nations, who always remonihated 
againft this trade as ruinous both to their own 
and the Englijh intereft, in a conference at Al­
bany in 17 I 9 alledged, that " if the Englijh do 
" not fllpply the French with goods from that 
H place, they cannot furni/h the far Indians with 
" what they want, and hardly thofe who live 
" near them: f,)r they get but little goods them­
" felves from France." This feemsro be con­
firmed, in fame meafure likewife, by the letter 
fem by Mr. Vaudreurl, governor of Louifiana in 
I74.t., to count de Maurepas then fuperintendent 
of the marine; complaining of the benefit which 
the Errglijh reaped by the inability of the French 
to furnith the Indians with the goods they wanted, 
either as to quality or quantity; therefore defires 
an augmentation of 80,000 livres worth, and fends 
a lift of Englijh trading goods for patterns. In­
deed if the French can have the fame commodi­
ties as eallly from home or elfewhere, their pur­
chafing (hem from the Englifb fhould feem to be 
foldy with a view to keep the Indians from re­
forting to the Britijh colonies; and their prohi­
biting this trade with Albany, at the fame time 
that they feem wholly to depend on it, without 
fllbfiiruting any other in its place, looks like a 
difguife, tho' a very odd one, to conceal their 
deGgn. If this be really the cafe, it would be a 
fufficient reafon of iUelf for fuppreffing the Al­
bany trade: and fuppofing the Fre11cb fhould im­
port goods to Canada immediHely from Europe,~ 
it might be proper to confider, whether the In­
dians<gaioed by fuch a ftep would not over-ba­
lance the lofs which we iliollld fllft-ain in (rade. 

'Tis certain the governor of Canada might 
eaGly put a fiop at once to that illicit trade; and 

H 2 why 
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why does he not? we are cold if he did the Kab· 
nuaga or pra)'ing Indians. whQ fubfifl: by it, would 
prdently quit the country and return to the five 
nations from whom they dererted. But is it like­
ly he would deprive the French company of filch 
confiderable advantages, by letting the prime 
beaver {kins be c.mied to the Englif!J, for fake 
only of retaining 100 or 150 Indians ac moft, in 
hi, intereft, when he has enough wichout them 
ready to ferve him on all occafions? The true 
reafon therefore after all for fuch conduCt, feems 
to be either the impoffibility of fupplying [he 
Indians in any other manner with the goods [hey 
want, or to prevent the northern Indians from re­
Janing to the Eng-lifo colonies: but in cafe thofe 
praying Indians, as they are called, are really of 
fa much value to them as it is alledg,ed, why 
might they not be of equal value to us? 

The decifion of the point here in difpute is of 
'.'aft moment to the Britijh intereft, and very well 
de1efves the niceft fcrutiny of the board of trade. 
As it depends on a fact which is to be afcertained 
only by experience, I will 1I0t off~r my opinion: 
but this I think 1 may venture to fay, chat if the 
.-ilban) illicit trade was delhayed, and (he navi­
gation of the lakes was made free by ddhoying 
1 hf:' forts of iV","u:gi-.Z and De-troite, before-men­
tlonec, or erecting Olhers in their neighbourhood, 
",:e lhould (oon iliare the fur trade of (he north 
31,d \I:~fl:ern IiJdialls Wilh the FrcuS; and that 
1'1 ofe the Hudfo-:l's b.1y trade was laid open, we 
l1lOulJ r.ave it almoft wholly to ourfelves; eveQ 
::!l,ho' the Frel;c/:; CQuld get Indian goods from 
Frm!ce or elfewhere, to pm off at the: fame rates 
[bey do now: but while the company fell their 
goods fo fxceffively clear to the Indians, and (he 
B.ivi;atiun of {he lakes is (hut up by thofe two 

fort', 
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fOrts; no wonder fo much of the fur :1nd peltry 
go to [he French, who fell them much cheaper 
than the company, and fo litle to the Englijh of 
t he colonies, who ftll them one half cheaper than 
the French. 

When a firm peace and friendfhip is eftablifh­
ed with the fix nations, endeavours ought to be 
ufed to bring back their brethren the Praying In­
dians, who, provoked by the villainous treatment 
(as Mr. Kennedy calls it) of the handlers, went 
over to the French. This was fo long ago as be­
tween the years 1670 and 80. Thefe are converts 
feuled at Kahnuaga, a village on the river St. Lau­
rence, a little to the north of Montreal, and are 
greatly cheri!hed by the French, they being their 
principal fighting Indians. Ir is by them alfo that 
the trade is carry'd on at lilbaney: and bLJt for 
them in all probability the fix nations would have 
been deftroyed before now by the French: for they 
not only refure going to war againft them as their 
brethren, but have given them intelligence of de­
iigns formed againft them in Canada, for which 
and other rearons it is judged, that by proper me­
thods they may be recovered. 

Now, lhe moll: proper method that appears is 
to deftroy the A/baney illicit trade, which is their 
only fubfil.lence; at leall:, it is certain, that before 
they can be recovered, it mull: for that purpofe be 
deftroyed. This rrade is, doubtlefs, the greateft tic 
on them to theFrencb intert'ft; bur rheFrench em­
ploy them iA it chiefly as fpies, to gain intelligence 
how matters go in New I"ark, with which province 
they are as well acquainted as the inhabitlOts 
themfelves; and to carryon any feeret correfpon­
dence with the Mohawks, from which tribe chiefly 
they are the deferters. Mr. Kennedy fays, * " they 
H muft be brought back, coft what it will." 

H 3 1\(r. 
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Mr. Colden, fpeaking of an opportuni~y of re­
covering the Praying Indians, loft for want of be­
ing purfued *, fays, " it might have been of great 
" confequence: but fum matters, continues he, 
" where th:;re is not an immediare private profit,are 
L' feldom purfued by the Englijh with that care and 
" affiduity, \\ ith which they are by the French." 

, How indefatigable rhe French are to gain the 
Iwliam, and fet them againft the Englijh, as if 
their friendfhip w~s thefine qua non, is evident 
from the letters of Mr. Vaudreuil governor of 
Loujiana, to his friends in France in J 744, found 
on board the Golden Lyon prize, taken by Capt. 
Aylmer, commander at the Port-Mahon man of 
war t; wherein is ibewn the artifices which he 
made ufc of to imfore on, and drawover, the Chi­
keJaws, who duped him after all. 

There is the more rea fan to believe that the Kah­
nuagas might be induced to return, if what Dr. 
Douglas fays be faa, that the AnfeguntookotJs 
and UTeweenoks, two tribes of the Abenakki Indians, 
the moft inveterate of all the Englijh enemies, 
fubmitted to the crown of England in a congrefs 
held at Falmouth in Kajka bay, the 27th of Sep­
tember 1749. Thefe are by the French called the 
Mlfjions of St. Francis and Bekancourt ; and dweH 
on the fomh fide of the river St. Laurence, on ri­
vers of the fame names, one 40, the other 30 
leagu~s above fZuebek. t 

If I fay (fur lawn I much doubt it) thefe Abe­
nakki tribes have {ubmitted, why (if proper means 
be ufed) may not the refl:? wholefriendfhip, next 
to that of the fix nations, is of moft importance 
to the northern colonies. Thefe indians, aitho' 
fcattered and few, like all the northern Iltdi. nati­
ons (for they do not exceed 650 fighcing men) 

having 

.. P. 199. t See the pre[cnt fhte of Louijiana, 1744. 
t Doug!. Summ1ry.1J'i:r. Vol. II. p. 4- . 
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!laving the whole country, from the boroers of 
New England to the gulf of Sf. Laurence, in their 
poifeffion, would be of vaft tlfe to prevent the in­
croachments of the French in that part of the con~ 
tinenr, and favour any attempt which we might 
have occaflon to make againft Canada. The forts 
built aiong the river of St. Jol:m, and particularly 
that at the head of the Kennibek, would grearly 

, help to comp3.ls Ihis defign: bur norhing of this 
kind can be hoped for, fo long as that almoll: im­
placable aflimollty fubllils, which reigns between 
the peop~e of New England and thtm, on account 
of ancient qll:lrrels. Some methods, therefore, 
lhould be taken to make them forgo their mu­
lUal refentmems; and if pollible (tor fame wi!1 
not allow it to be pollible) elfectuaily reconcile 
them. As the Cherokees are a good barrier to Ca. 
rolina againll: the }'rench of Loui/iana, Co fnight 
the Abenakki, by good management, be made a 
thong one between New England and Canada. 

Atter all, there items hue little hopes yer of 
fllcceeding in this dellrable end: for, inllead of 
gaining over any of thofe Indians, fince the French 
began hofiilities, we h:lVe lofl: Indians: for r:nofl: 
of [he tribes on the OMo ftood neuter", and the 
feft deferred as in the barrie of the meadows. 
\Vhat has a werre afFect, (he larl: newS from New 
Tork brings advice that the Mehikander or River 
Indians, who dwelt on Hudfon river above Al­
bany, are gone over to [he }'rench. This mtln:: 
be owing to tither refentment for fome former, or 
fome late ill ufage, particularly in trade. If the 
latter be the cafe, what can we fiy, but tbat the 
people who are kvo!ed to unjufl lucre, are devoted 
to rttin ? 

. " 
VI. Some 
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VI. 
'Some remarks OIZ Nova Scotia, and the Ohio affair. 

N OW we are upon Nova Scotia, I muO: take 
notice, that it is by this province only that 

[he French can be hindered from furrounding all 
OUr cGlonies: fdf they have [ettled and built fares 
to the [outh of Canada river, in all oth~r parts bllt 
this; from which they may always be exc!u.led on 
the land {ice, in caf<: [he chain of fOlts on the ri­
ver Kemz:bek, i110uld be carry'u on to the river 
St. Laurence Jlong the Chaudiere. B I means 
Df one fon built at the mOllth of [his 1J0: river, 
ancl anoth::r at the mouth of the St. Francis, or 
,one of thofe b,(\veen i he Ot her (WO, we might be 
able at any time to obitruCl: [h~ commtlnic.ltion 
by water, between Q!/etek and ]I,folltreal, as We II 
as annoy them. This could be done the more 
convenitntly, as thole forts might be readily (up­
t,!Iec with every thiolb by a third [0 be erected, 
as btfore-mentior.ed, at the heads of [hof~ two ri. 
vers; which might itlclf be leadily furniihed with 
all kinds of necdTarits from both New 'York and 
New Eltgland, by the river Albauy and KOlJluktckut 
("hich riCe in its n.:igbbolJrhood) as well as the 
Kennibek. With regard [0 which laft, it is worth 
cbferving, that {he diLlance from the mouth of 
it to ::aebek is not half fo great as that flOm Bofton 
[0 fl.!,tebtk, and but one third of [hat from New York 
to f~(ebek; a circum fiance which ought to make 
llS more tarndt both to fetde and fortify this river. 

I hope we ihall not be afraid to build upon our 
own frontiers, left it ihOllld di[oblige the French, 
who have laken the liberty to build within them. 
For my part, I think we ought not to forbear do­
ing any thing which may difguft or offend them; 

finee 
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{inee they have done every thing which they could 
think of to difguft and provoke us. In ilion, to 

make ourfelves amends, we ought to erect a few 
forts within their fertlements, none fitter for {he 
purpofe [han the laft-mentioned three, and then 
let them take their remedy: for they cannot do 
wOlfe than they have done; and, perhaps, this 
would be the readieft and lean: txpen~ve way to 
make them quit our territories and withdraw 
within their own. 

The province of Nova Scotia, befides being a 
firong barrier againft the French, as well as defence 
[Q our nonhern colonies, is of importance to us 
on many otheraccoonts; buton none moretban that 
the French think it would be of importance to 
them. That they do fo is evident from {he unwil­
lingnefs with which they gave it up at the treaty 
of Utrecht; and the extraordinary methods which 
they have been taking ever fince CO get it out of 
our hands again. This will appear alfo from the 
character which their writers give of ir. 

Denys, in his defcription of North America. 
fpeaking of Acadia, in his oedication to Lewis XIV. 
recommends it "as tbe principal part of all Ne\\' 
" France: the mofl uJeful, and eojj to be pe@pled." 
Another writer, in a memoir publilbed at the 
time of the intended conqudl: of our colonies, in 
1688, fpeaks thus of it: "Acadia fo ufeful, on 
" account of the beauty and fecurity of irs pores. 
" {he fertility of its foil, the ad vantage of its 
" mines, the abundance of its nih, and [he faci. 
" lily of making rhe filbery fedentary." To thefe 
may be added the vaft plenty of excellent timber 
which j. affords for building lbip" 

Thefe ar-e the confiderations which make the 
French fo fond of NOV.1 Scotia, and the fame con. 

fidera-
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fiderations ought to endear it no Iefs to Britain .. 
whofe riches and power confifrs in irs commerce 
and fhipping. 

There are cwo expreffions in the la11: quotation, 
which I /hall take an occafion to explain. One is 
what he caUs a fedentary fifhery, by which is meant 
no more than a fixe or fettIed fifhery; and to be 
fure almofi: every pare of the coafts of Nova SC(J­

tia affords conveniency for fuch fettlemento, e[pe­
dally the coafts of the Penil1fttla from Cape St. 
lvJary to Canfo. 

By the beauty of its ports is to be underfiood the 
great conveniency as to depth, capaciou(nefs, 
wood and water, in which they are to be exceed­
ed by no country in the. world. The flood in 
fome of them, particularly Port-Ro)'al, rifes 23 
feet, which qualifies it for receiving the largeft 
fhips: and altho' that port is not [0 conveniently 
fituated for trade as Halifax and other ports on the 
fouth.eail: fide of the PenilzJula, yet it is capable 
of holding the whole navy of England; and what 
is very remarkable as well as of great importance, 
is almoft the only place in all America, excepting 
Sbtgnikto (where the fea rifes above double that 
height) in which men of war may be conveniently 
docked. 

The proceedings of the French in Nova S(otia, 
from its firft [ettlemenr, having been treattd of at 
large in the pamphlet above- mentioned; I £hall 
pafs from the~ce to Virginia, and fpeak a few 
words concerning their prefent proceedings in the 
country of the Ohlo, and the title which they fet 
up to ir. 

This river runs with a very rapid and winding 
courfe, thro' one of the moil fertile and beautiful 
countries in the world; confifting moftly of fpaci­
ous plains covered with trees of various kinds, 

1; fuch 
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fuch as large walnut and hickery, mixed frequent­
ly with poplars, cherry -trees, fugar -trees, and the 
hke. So that whether we regard the finenefs of its 
ftream, or the lands thro' which it paffes, it well 
defelves the name it bears of Ohio or Hobio, which 
fignifies the Fair River. It rifes from two or three 
little lakes at {he back of New York province, a 
little to the weft of the Alliganey mountains, to the 
fouth of the country of the five nations, and to 
the eaft of lake Erri. It is for the general very 
broad, efpecially towards the mouth, and has a 
courfe of above '600 miles thro~ a country fuch as 
we have defcrib~d, fo many miles [quare. Ten 
or a dozen large rivers fall into it, befides an in­
finite number of fmaller {heams ; all abounding 
with excellent filh of fevera'l kinds, like the Ohio 
itfelJ, which breeds the cat-filh, of a prodigious 
fize. Formerly divers nations dwelt along this 
river and its branches; among the reft were the 
Showanongs, or Sattcanas, a very powerful people, 
who had more than 50 towns in their poffeffion : 
Bm about the year 1685 they were all either de­
firoyed or driven out of (he country by fome of 
their neighbours ; and the Twigtwis, with other 
nations, came and fettled in the-ir room, altho' 
fame remains of thofe difrerenttribes a,e {till to 

be found) particularly of the Sbcwanongs. 
As this country belongs to f/zrginia, bc:ing with­

in its grant, (which includes all the inlands of 
America between certain latitudes, from the At­
lantic ocean to the fouth fea) rhe inhabitants of 
that province began pretty early to viiit it. Col. 
Wood particulady, who dwelt at the falls of 
James's river, in 1654, fent proper perfons; who 
pailing the Alleganey ~ountaIn5, entered the coun­
try of the Ohio, and In ten years fpace dIfcovered 
feveral branches, not only of that river, but alfo 
of the MiJl1/fippi itfelf. 

The 
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The Virginians, invited by the fertility of the 

country, and friendly behaviour of the Indians, 
continued their vifirs thither; and altho' they 
made no fettlements, yet they traded with the 
natives, and many private perfons went and relided 
among them for the greater conveniency of car­
rying on that trade: efpecialIy after the five na­
tions had conquered the Itinois and all this coun­
try of the OhZo, as far as the river Ilinois and the 
MijJzjJippi; to which the Englifh became farther in­
titled, in right of the conquerors, who about the 
fame time became allies of Great Britain. Meall 
time, the French having, in 1699, made a fettle­
ment at the mouth of the Mij]ijjippi, and opened 
a communication between that place and Calzada, 
(by means of the Ilinois river, which enters the 
lvlijJtjJippi, in about the 40th degree of latitude,) 
began to form a delign of joining thore two colo­
nies together. They affigned the river Ilinois the 
bounds bttween them; and denominated all "the 
country from thence fouthward to the gulf of 
j\,fexico, by the name of LouiJiana, in honour of 
their King Lewis XIV. Their view in this was 
to give themfe;ves a title to all the country on 
both fides the MijftjJippi (on which river !ikewire 
they conferred the name of Louis) and to feize it 
under that pretence, whenever they fOl1nd them­
felves {hong enough to effect it. They began in 
the infancy of this fouthern colony LO build forts 
along the lvlijJifJippi, and by degrees to enter into 
the Ohlo, at whole mouch they built a fort aJ[o; 
by which river, and the Wabajb, {hey found a 
fhoner and more convenient rout to and from 
.f!(uebek, than by that of the Ilinois. Mean while 
the Englifh continued {heir in{{'fcourfe and traffic 
wi{h the Indians of the Oblo country, fo mllch to 
their advantage, Jbat in 1716, Col. . Spot/wood chen 

governor 
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governor of Virginia, got a law paft there for 
eretting a company [0 trade with them. This 
trade was fetrled fa greatly to their fatisfaction, 
that confiderable numbers repaired to Chrijfiana 
forr, which was built by the company for that 
purpofe. He likewire laid an excellent I~heme for 
extending that trade, and raifing fortifications 
even on the banks of rhe lake Erri: nor wa~ there 
any perfon in America, fays our memorialifl: of 
1732, better qualified (0 execute fuch a fcheme. 
But, becaule it was" managed by a company, 
" continues the fame writer, it was oppofed in 
" England, and a repeal of the law procured, to 
" the inexprdTIble lofs of all thefe colonies: altho' 
" without a comp"ny (he de!ign was imprattica­
" ble; ulllers it had been made the bufinefs of 
" the whole government." 

Ifeol. Spot/wood's [cherne had been followed, the 
Ob'o might have been fetrled before this, and the 
prefent diftraaions prevented; but, when was (here 
ever a right rneafure taken till lately for the ad­
vantage and fecuri ry of the colonies? 

Things ftood thus till about the year 1725, 
when the French being no longer able to fupply 
the Indians of this country with the goods they 
wanted; the rwigN.oees or Miyamis a nation inde­
pendent, and much more numerous than the fix 
nations, repaired directly [0 New York and Alban)', 
there to trade with the EngliJh. This brought 
on an alliance with thofe Americans, and a 
grearer interc:ourre of the Eng1iJh than before, in­
vited by (he trade and beauty of the country. 
It like wife begat a defire of reviving Spot/wood's 
[chf'me. Accordingly, in 1730, endeavours were 
ured ro obrain a grant from the crown of thofe 
pxcellent land~; and propofals made to trJn[porc 
j,lrge ra;ml:,~:s of Palatines co fc:crle it. Bue thi5 

g00d 
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good attempt was alJo fruflrated: perhaps, by 
[he fame bad policy which frLlftrated the former. 

However, at length, in 1749, when it was too 
late, as appears by the event, a grant was 0btain. 
ed of 600,000 acres in this country, to certain 
merchants and others, of Virginia and London, 
who affociated under the title of'Ibe OhIo compan),. 

Mean time the governor of Canada difgufled 
to fee the French deprived of fuch a confiderable 
nation of Indians as the 'I'wigtwees, with (heir 
trade; and confidering too, that in cafe the Englifh 
were once firmly fettltd in the country, that the 
hopes of poffeiling it, and even of pailing that 
way to Louijian(l, would be entirely cut off from 
hi~ nation, in the year 1750 wrote to the gover­
nOrs of New York and Pc'l'r.fdvania, acquainting 
[hem that our Indian traders had inc~oached on 
their territories by trading with thtir indians; and 
that if they did nor defift he fbould be obliged to 
1eize them wherever they were found. Mighr not 
one have thought, that on filch warning as this 
thofe colonies would immediately have taken the 
alarm, raifed forces, and under their protection, 
with the indi(!ns leave, fet about building fortS 
for fecuricy of their traders? ioftc:ad 0f this they 
went on feeding without taking any precamions 
for their fecurity. 

Perhaps they imagined th::, Fre:zch were in jeft : 
tlOr did this mdfage divert the Ob:o company 
hom their ddlgn of hlving a furvey made of the 
country as far as the falls in that river. Belt while 
Mr. Gift, employed fo," that pc:~}ore, was in his 
progrtls in fpring 175 I, [orne .1<i~e1Zch panies with 
their Indians (for they do noth:ng without ilt­
dJam) ieized three Englifb traders lnd carried them 
to a fort which they \v::re then building on one of 
the branches oflake Erri ;'having before built an-

other 
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other at the mouth of the river Waba/h. On this 
the Englijh, who were fcattered thro' the country, 
retired [0 the Indian towns for {belter; and the 
~wigtwees refenting the violence done to their al­
lies, affembled to the number of 5 or 600, and 
froured the woods till they found three French tra­
£lers, wl:om they fent to PenJ5'lvania. 

While thefe things were doing, the French were 
making preparations for building a fort on rhe 
[ourh fide of the lake Erri; of which proceed­
ings Mr. Hamilton, then governor of Penfylvania, 
having received ajvice, he laid before the affem­
bly of that province the neceffity which there was 
to have fome places of ftrength and fecurity built 
on the Ohio, under the name of trading or truck. 
houfes, which might ferve for retreats [0 their In­
dian traders: the propofal was approved of and 
money granted for the purpofe; but as the means 
propofed for raifing it were not complied with, 
nothing was done, and an opportunity given to 
the French to finilh their [econd fort. 

Repeated complaints of thefe encroachments 
being made to the governor of Virginia; at length; 
towards the end of the year 1753, major WaJh­
ington was rent to the commander of thofe forts 
to demand a rearon for his hoaile proceedings, 
and required him to wirhdraw with his forces. 
The commander denied chat any thing like hof­
tilities had been committed, but refufed to obey 
the fummons; and the officer of the near fort 
being aO{ed a reafon for making feveral of the 
El1glijh prifoners, told him, "that the country 
" belonged to them; thac no Englijhman had a 
" right to trade on thofe waters; and that he had 
" orders to ftize everyone who fhou!d attempt 
H ro rr:lc.k on the OMo or its branches." 

At 
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At the rame time (hac major Wajhinglon was 

difpatched towards theFrencb forts, a re!olLH~on w'as 
taken to build a fort near the forks of the QUo; 
and as the major was on his return, ht' met the 
flares and other materials on their way thither. 
But next fpring the French coming down from 
their forts, as they had declared the year before, 
took that fort ere it was fini!hed, and purfuing 
their defign drove the Englijh quire out of the 
country, back into the more fettled part of Vir­
ginia, in the manner as hath been related in the 
public papers: nor was this to be wonGtrtd at, 
conGdering how unprepared we were to refill 
them. 

The undertaking to make thefe [('tdements 
and build fom, without any force to fupport 
them, was the more extraordinary, if the memo­
rialift of 1732, in fpeaking of the former at­
tempt, hath reprefenred the ftatt of things rightly. 
" It were truly to be wiihed, faith he, thar this 
" project was praB:ieilble: for fLlCh a frpntier 
" on that part would be highly ufeful : but as it 
" is prefLlmed thlt they mllfl firil aik leave of 
" thole who will never grant it, ,,';Z. the French, 
" who are extremely jealous of extended fetde­
" mcnt~, it would be in vain, under the prefene 
" [bte of affairs, to attempt ir." 

This !hews that the French had, even then, 
either taken poifeffion of the cour.try, or at leaf!: 
declared that the Englijb fhould noc make any 
fertlem~nts in it; and [hat it was genC:'rally be­
lieved they were able to make good their decla­
ration. And if it was in vain to artempt fuch a 
thing at that jllnCture, it certainly was more in 
v,lin to attempt it at pre[enr; I mean without a 
i'ufficient forc., w hen the Freach were become 

con-
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tonfiderably fironger, had acb.lally bllilt forts iq 

[he country, and threatened to bring troops to 
oppore our deflgns. 

However, ; [is probable the French would not 
have been able to compaf~ their purport-, had not 
the Indians either fro ad nellter or delerted our 
party. That they behaved in this manner, was 
owing, 'lis faid, to the building of that fort, and 
the Ohlo grant being made without their privity 
Of confent. 

They were greatly incenfcd to think, th:lt the 
EngliJh ihould take upon them to diJpofe of their 
lands without any title ta them, either by gift or 
purchafe. If this be 6, it isno wonder that they 
flwuld rather take part with the French, who 
openly declared their deGgn of efiabliihing them­
felves in the cOllntry, than with {he Engli/h, who 
were clandeftinely depriving them of their lands, 
at the fame time they profdfed friendfhip. Such 
dealing like wife [crves the French anorher way, 
as it helps to confirm the [ulpicions which they 
are continually ioftilling into the minds of the 
indians, that the EngliJh covet their lands; and 
thar, whatever they may profers with their motlth~~ 
they are contriving how to ruin them in their 
hearts; and thus they g,tin grollnd among the 
Indians, while the EngliJb lofe ground. 

That the Indians gave no confenr, either to 
the grant of their lands or building of the forr, 
Cecms evide.nt from many circuml.tances. When 
Mr. Gift or Ghifl in 175 I went to furvey the country 
along the Ohio for the company, he was vny 
careful to conceal his clefign from the indians, 
who were no lees fufpicious and inguifitive about 
it. At Logflow~~ particularly, the Delawares want­
.ed much to kno w his bUllnefs; and he not an­
.fwering them readily, they fufp.:Cted he came 
to fettle their laj1ds, and made ufe of many threats; 
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but at length it feems they were pacified, on be~ 
jng told that he came with a meifage to them 
from their king, meaning the king of England. 

'Tis certain too from the fpeech of Sbingis, 
the half king, to the French commandant, which 
he repeated to Wajhington at this place, that the 
Indians alIerted " their right to the lands againft 
" both French and Englijh: that they threatened 
" the French for daring to come and take their 
" land by force and build on it; declaring that 
" the land belonged to neither of them; and 
" that they had already told the Englijh fa." Ma­
jor WaJhington faid nothing to contradict this; 
nor did he mention any thing about building 
a fort in the council which was held concern­
ing the French; " he even concealed the real in­
" tent of his journey to the French forr from the 
" Indians, putting them off with fame excufe," 
as if he was conrcious that to fummon the French 
to withdraw, implied a tlcit claim to the COlln­
try. Neither is there in all the relation of his 
journey any intimation of the Indians confenting 
to build a forr, any more than of the company~s 
defign to build one. The affembly of Penfyl­
vania, indeed, were informed by one of their 
agents, that the Indians had given conrent for 
building a fort on the Ohlo: but in this they 
found, upon due enquiry, that they had been 
deceived. On calling that perf on to an account 
for impoling on them, he pleaded the orders of 
a certain principal man: this principal, man de­
Tiying the fact, the other fent up his letter or in­
ftruCtions to the alIembly. But altho' the letter 
proved what he alledged, yet they did not think 
it any excufe for the deception; and therefore 
took, what they thought, a proper method to 
make him fenfible of their refemment, by con-

9 fifcating 
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JUcating a round fum of money, which was due 
to him. The fufferer (who deferved no lefs pu­
nifhment for being infrrumental in burning out 
a great number of fetders on the river Suf 
quehal1na, not long before) finding he could have 
no indemnification from the governor, whofe tool 
he had been, in revenge went and difcovered the 
fecret of the OUo grant to the Indians, and fpi­
fited them up to call in the French to drive oue 
the Englijh. . It was from a principle of revenge 
al[o, in another difglll1ed proprieror under the 
new grant, that the impofition we are fpeaking 
of came to be difcovered. In thort we are told, 
that the prefent French invafion had its rife from 
the OUo company's building [he l1ore-houfe at 
Will's Creek. For the Indian trade, which before 
was carried on with Penj)lvania by the river Suf 
quehanna, was by means of that ftore-houfe and 
a waggon-road, opened thro' the country, car­
ried into Virginia by way of the Potomak: thaC 
[he Penfylvania traders confidering this as an in­
jury done to them, in revenge infufed jealoufies 
into the minds of the Indians, that the EngliJb 
were going clandel1inely to feize their lands: that 
the clamor among the Indians alarmed the French: 
and that the building the fort on the OUo con­
firming the informacion which they had received 
of the grant, they in refentment joined with the 
French to defeat the Englijh defigns. 

This is the account given by fame who were 
acquainted witn the whole tranfacrion: by which 
the affembly at Philadelphia, and feveral worthy 
members of the Ohio company, were abufed by 
fuch unworthy ones. 

The reader may judge from fuch proceooings 
as thefe, what it is which bath 10ft us the warm 
hear(s of the Indians; and how difficult it mull be 
to recover our credit with them, after having deale 
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fo deceitfully. Such proceedings as the fe, which 
tend to ruin the colonies, ought (0 be made 
known, that a flop may be put to them for the 
future. 

The beft way, therefore, to avoid contefts and 
animoflties, would be to drop all fuch claims to 
the lands of Indians; and purchafe them gradu­
ally, as we advance in our fettlements, which 
may be done at a [mall expence .. For it would 
be better to buy their friendfhip, tho' dear, than 
to 10fe the affiftance of people without whofe good 
will we cannot poffibly maintain our footing any 
where. I would advife this method particularly 
with refPeCl: co the OUo country; for if we fuould 
negleCt ir, the Frmch may do ir, in order to make 
the Indians their friends, and perplex us. It 
might become the Fronch and Spaniards, or fuch 
arbitrary people, to cake the Indian lands by 
force, but not the Englijh, who fhould be as ten­
der of the liberty and property of other nations 
as lhey are jealous of their own. 

This miftaken, not to flY unjuft, way of pro­
ceeding with the Indians, ftems to arife from a 
notion that we are intitled to the polTeffion of all 
their lands, in right of our difcoveries: whereas 
thore difcoveries give us no more real right to any 
part of America, than the difcovery of our coafts 
by an Indian would give thofe of his tribe a right 
to Great Britain. The difcoverits of one nation 
ferve only to e.xclude any other from fettling in 
the parts fo difcovered by them: So that this 
forr of argument can be of force only with Eu-
1"Opeans againft Europeans, who make u[e of it to 
fupport their feveral pretenflons. It is in this 
fenCe only therefore, that either the French or we 
can pretend any right originally to our Ameri­
can fettlements; and in this [tnfe I am co be UI1-

dtrftood, in examining the Frcuch claim to their 
Ameri-
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./11J1ericiln poifeffions in general, and to that of 
the Ohi~ country in particular. 

VII. 
Exorbitant claims of the French examined; and an 

expedient propofed to prevmt future diJPutes. 

THE French claim the country of the Obt(J, 
as part of Louijiana: which name Mr. De la, 

Salle, in his pa{fage from Canada dQwn the Mif­
ftjJippi in 1683, gave to the lands on both fides 
of it, from t~e river llinois to the gulf of Mexico. 
They claim it likcwife, as b~ing the firft who dif­
,covered and entered rhe mouth of the Mi/!!lJippi 
in 1699, under Mr. Iberville. If 'tis true that they 
firft failed down the MilJilJippi, yet the Engli/h were 
the firit who difcovered and entered the mouth 
of it. This they did one year fooner chan the 
French, on the following oecaGon. Dr. Daniel 
C(j~ refolving to revive a claim which he had to 
the lands of America, from 31 to 36 degrees, 
granted in 1630 by King Charles I. to Sir Rober.! 
Heath, under the name of Carolana; in 1698 fent 
two fhips under captain William Bond (late ftore­
keeper of Fort George in New York) to take pof­
femon of tbe country: and as the eaftern coaO: 
was already fettled by Englijh, deriving under 
fubfequent grants, they had orders to find out 
the mouth of the Mi/!tjJippi, (w hich La Salle had 
in two <voyages fought for in vain) and entering 
into it 'IT:Ia~e .a fe~tlement there. The ihip5 went, 
and having' ~ifcovered the * river, one of them 
paft up it ~.bove 100 miles; but as the other fhip 
deferred he.r, t,hey made np fettlement. Howe,ver 
they .took po$fd1)on of the country on both fides 

* Captain Bond brought from .thence fevera~ c.uriolli 
draughts which he had made of the coall: an~ nver, .and 
w hien are frill in be~p~ ~n,~he po[,,~o.p. of captal!) R. Riggs. 
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of the river in king William's name; and left in 
feveral places the arms of Great Britain affixed 
on boards and trees, for a memorial thereof: but 
while the proprietor was applying in England for 
a new grant, Mr. Ibervilfe the next year found 
the mouth of the river, and entering it made a 
fettlement there. Charlevoix allows, that three 
:fhips were fent from England on the difcovery of 
this river, and that one of them did enter the 
mouth of ie: but pretends t that this was in Sep­
tember 1699, and chat there was then aCtually a 
French fort, whofe commander Bionville ftop­
ed her paffage. However he fays the Englifb 
claimed the country, faid they had been there 
above 50 years before, and would return to drive 
them out. 

H therefore priority of difcovery gives a right, 
the EngliJh are intitled to all the country in quef­
tion: for they not only firft difcovered the mouths 
of MiJ1zjJippi, but travelled over the countries on 
the eaft fide of it, particularly that thro' which 
the Ohio and its branches paffes for many years 
together, a long time before La Salle failed down 
the Mi.JJzjJippi. Colonel Wood of Virginia, in the 
year 1654, fentone Mr. Needham, who fpent ten 
years in this employment, as we are informed, 
in the defcription of Carolina, by Dr. Cox, who 
bad his journal. Alfo in 1674 captain Botts made 
another progrefs thro' the fame country. And 
furely travelling over and viewing a country with 
a view to fettle ie, muft give a better title to it 
than failing down a river, even fuppoGng La 
Salle had navigated it before the- EngliJh: but that 
is not likely, fince the latter were acquainted with 
both it and the adjacent ,countries long before that 
adventurer had any thoughts of the voyage. 

yYhere-: 
t Vol. IL p. 259; 
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Wherefore, fuppofing the Englijh had no other 

right or claim [0 thefe countries than what they 
derive from the faCts above-mentioned, they have 
a far betcer title than the French, who want co 
invert the order of things; and fince they were 
not the 6rft difcoverers, will ground their claim 
on being the laO:. This prepoO:erolls method 
feems to have become a rule with them: for they 
follow the fame in their pretended claim to all 
north America, which they ground on the dif­
covery of 17erazzani in 1524, twenty-feven years 
later than that of the Cabots in 1497; and now 
they would have the difcoveries of La Salle~nd 
lberville to take place of bach. But the EI1g1ijh 
not liking to confound things, and put the cart 
before the horfe, are refolved to adhere to the old 
eO:ablifhed cuO:om, and found their pretenfions 
on the difcovery of the Cabots, becaufe jt was 
antecedent to all the others. 

Altho' our kingshave made grants of lands in 
north America no lower down than the lat. of 29 
degrees, yet it feerns evident even from [he con­
feilion of the French themfelves, that the Englifh are 
intitled to the whole, as far as the cape of Florida. 
Peter Martyr counfellor and hiO:oriographer to 
the emperor Charles V. relates from the words 
of Cabot, whom he entertained in his houfe for 
fome time; that he failed along the coaft: of Ame­
rica fo far [0 [he fouth and to the weft, that he 
had the ifiand of Cuba (which lies to the fouth 
of Florida) on his left hand. Cabot in his letter 
fays he failed fouthward: but as he does not men­
tion the precift degree of latitude [0 which he 
failed, the Spaniards pretend that he paired no far­
ther than the 38 eh degree . Yet /lnlony Golval1o, 
a' perf on noted for his integri.ty. and I?over~or of 
crcrnata, one of the Molucco lOands; m a hdl:ory 
which he wrote of difcoveries aboutthe year 1550., 
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reciting the common opinion adds, that ,fame fay 
he Jailed as low as the cape of Florida in the lat. 
of 25 degrees. The French for the general do 
not difpute the extent of Cabot's difcovery: on 
the contrary, their authors of maft reputation carry 
it to the end of the peninfula of Florida. crhua. 
nus in particular, their celebrated h iftorian, in his 
forty~firft book, fpeaking of the firO: difcovery 
of Florida, fays " it is a matter in difpute; for 
" that the Spaniards afcribe the glory of it to 
" their countryman Johlz Ponce of Leon, who 
" gave that name to it, becaLlfe he landed there 
" on Eafler-day: bur, continues crhuanus, it is 
" more certain, what many affirm, that Sebaflian 
", Cabot had been there before him in the year 
"1496." Accordingly Richelet, a late amhor, 
who publifhed a tranflation of [he hiflory of Flo­
rida at Paris in J 709. in a note at chap. 3, fairly 
acknowledges that Florida had been difcovered by 
Cabot before John Ponce of Leon failed thit,her. 
N ow this was in the year 15 12, 15 years after 
Cabot's difcovery; and as Ponce landed in tha~ 
part which according to Hel rera is properly the 
country called Florida, extending from the Cape 
oppofite to Cuba for 100 leagues northward, (drat 
is from 25 to abollt 30 degrees of lat.) confe­
ql1ently Cabot's difcovery will com prize not only 
all what Perazzani difcovered, from 34 [0 56 de­
grees of lat. or [he Whole of w hat his country­
men affect: to call New France, (as the author of 
the condufl of the Flench 'With re-gal'd to Nova Sco­
tia hath juflly obferved) but likewife all the conti­
nent to. the !o~'th ?f 34 degrees, asfar as the cape 
of Flmda, which 'lndudes a great dea-l more Ihan 
theFrt!1Zch ia ydaini Ito by the ,preit:ended dikovery -of 
La Salle arrdlberville. In [hort, the French.ha.veno 
ti,tle to any part 'of North America il'l right or a 
difcovery ; not even to Canada., in whic-h (hey,in-

truded 
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truded by connivance or negleCl: of the EngliJh. 
The only title which they ever had being by ceillon 
mad~ by llS in treaties; and that tide they have 
forfeIted by their prefent infractions. 

But, whether [uch difcoveries give the EngliJh 
a better tide or not to the country in queftion, or 
whether they derive any right from the conquefts 
made by the five nations, whom France, by the 
treaty of Utrecht, has acknowledged to be the fub­
jeCl:s of Great Britain; yet, certainly the French, 
by that acknowledgment, not only have no right 
to it, but they alfo violate chat treaty by laying a 
claim to it; much more by entering it in a hoftile 
manner to aifert that claim; fince, by the 15th 
article of it, France obliges herieIf not to give 
any hindrance or molefl:ation to the five nations, 
or the other nations of America, who are friends 
to the EngliJh. 

If a nation hath a right to countries by pof­
femon, the EngliJh have a {hanger right to the 
Ohio country, or thofe to the wtir of Virginia, as 
far back as the fouth (ea, than to any other part 
of their dominions. They have, if I may fo ex­
prefs it, a double right to all toat vaft traE!: of 
America from fca to rea lying between rhe 36th 
and 44th degrees of north latitude: for they not 
onlydlfcovered it 00 both fides of the continent; 
but had form:!1 ,ceffions of it, and took poifeillan 
a great number of years before the French thought 
of fetding in the 1I1i!!z}fippi, or even knew there 
was [nch a river. By this double poifeffion, I 
mean -[B'e difcovery and poifeffion of ViI'ginia 00 

one fide of the c{mtinent. and of the kingdom0f 
New Albion 01'1 the other fIde, io the pacific ocean 
or fluth fea,lyingunder the fame parallels of la­
(oitllde. 

This country was not only fidl difcovered by 
Sir l"';"rrmcis J)i"t;kr, in J578, but the Kins made a 

formal 
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formal furrender of it to the crown of Great Eri';' 
tain, and Sir Francis [Ook formal poffeffion of it, 
fettinO' up the arms of England as a memorial. 
Let ilie French Ihew fuch a ~itle as this to any 
of their fettlements in North America. 

This traCt, therefore, from fea to fea, between 
Pirginia and New Albion, ought at leaft to be 
deemed indifputably ours, as we are intitled by 
the double claim. Shall they, after another nation 
hath difcovered both extremities, or fides of a 
region, thruft in between and feize all the middle 
parr, under pretence that they found it open and 
unlettled? If this be allowable, what objeCtion can 
they have to our entering into the middle of their 
letrlements, and fixing ourfelves in any place: not 
only on the JvlifNJippi, where their fettlements are 
fa far afunder, but alfo wherever we can find the 
leaft vacancy between twO [Owns or plantations 
of theirs, tho' at ever fa fmall a diftance from 
each other? Let them confider, if private pro­
perty can be fecure upon fuch rapacious princi­
pIes; and if one man may not intrude into the 
poffeffions of his neighbour, to the confufion of 
all right and title to the lands? 

The French pretend non occupancy of North 
America from rea to fea, becaule they found (he 
MijJil/zippi unfetded by (he EngliJh. All the con­
tinent was granted as low down as 29 degrees; 
ftnd nearly all the fea coMt fa low down divided 
into colonies, and all the fea coaft or eaftero parts 
fetrIed. If any part of land granted or farmed 
be fettled, is not that fufficient to fccure a right to 
the ~hole? Is every farm granted in France ~­
tled In every pan? is it not enough if a houfe be 
built in fame part of it? and, fince North Ame­
rica Ihould be confidered as a great farm, or 
nUf!lbe~ of Englijh farms, why Ihould not that 
which IS a law in one cafe be a law in the other? 

Does 
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Does any power difpute with England her right to 
the countries to the north and weft of Hudfoll's 
Bay, altho' lettled only in two or three places at 
the bottom of that bay? Does not Frcmce pretend 
a right to the countries on both fides of the river 
Mijfzjfzppi, as far as its fource, tho' ferrIed in very 
few places, meerly, by right of difcovery? why 
then will {he not allow the fame right to England? 

The river Mijfzjfzppi, by means of its wide 
firetching branches, embraces, as it were within irs 
arms, all the middle and mofl: valuable parts of 
North America. On the eaft, all the rivers proceed­
ing from the weft fide of the dppalachean or Alli­
ganey mountains, fall into it, fame of which, as the 
Oh'io, have a courfe of at leaft 1000 if noc 1200 

miles (rel!kon ing the windings) while the lenglh of 
fuch as rife on the eaft fide of thofe mountains 
fcarce exceed 300. So that fuppofing we were to 
yield to them all the country to the weft!of thofe 
mountains, or which is the fame, (0 make thofe 
mountains the boundary between the Frmch and 
Englijh dominions; what a vaft fuperiority thc-y 
would have of us with refpeCl: to extent of territory, 
{even fuppofing they were to be bounded wefl:ward 
by the MiJlzjfzppi,) will appear on a bare infpeCti­
on of the map£. For the fpace between the At­
antic ocean and the Appalachean mountains, is 
[carce one third of the country bounded on the 
north by the great lakes and river St. Laurence, 
and on the weft by the MiJ!zjfzppi: fa that in care 
theFrench are fuffered to po{f(!fs, betides what they 
have already ufurped, all the country within thor!! 
bounds between 'the faid mountains and that great 
river, which amounts to more than two thirds of 
the whole, they will be mafters of a dominion 
laraer than all Europe: Bur, when it is confidered 
tha~ the MijJiffippi itfeIf and fome of its branches, 
as the MijJour;, extendftill farther within the body 

of 
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of Nortb America on the wefl: fide, than thofe 
which fall into it in the eaft, tbe immenfenefs 
of the power which may one day arife from the 
poffeffion of fa vaft a region, lhould be enough 
to frighten the nations, either Englifh or Spaniards, 
who are to be their neighbours; and, who there­
fore ought to join in putting an early fiop to its 
growth. 

I mention tbefe things, becaufe it is faid thac 
commiffioners are going to meet for fettling Ame­
rican limits. This was to have been done in 17 19, 
but France then declined it, with a view to ex­
tend her boundaries as far as lhe could before lhe 
began to treat; that file might be in a condition 
to make the larger demands, and to put us to de­
fiance, in cafe they were not complied with: and, 
as !he hath been obliged to unma!k a little before 
fhe was fully prepared for a rupture, fhe will, 
dOLlbtlefs, endeavour to amufe us here as long as 
fhe can with fair declarations, and offers to adjuft 
mantrs amicably, to gain time for fecuring what 
they have already gotten from llS, and fanher ad­
vancing their fcheme. But 'tis prefumed our mi­
nifters are too well acquainted with French artifices, 
to be diverted one moment from profecuting the 
proper meafures to make them withdraw from aU 
our frontiers, under pretence of a negotiation. 
King l-Villiam, of glorious memory, in his decla­
ration of war againfi France, takes notice, that 
Lewis XIV. hld invaded his dominions in Ame­
,-ica, {poiled his fubj.etts of their goods, fe,iz,ed 
their forts, burnt their lhips" irnprifoned fome of 
his Englifh {ubjects, and caured others to be ililhu­
manly killed, as if he had been the greatefl: ene­
my; "and ¥et was fo far from declaring hiIT:lfdf 
" fuch, that at the fame time he wasnegr}tiating 
c, htr:e inEnglalzd, by hisminifte.rs, a ,tr~aty of ~u· 
" trality and go.od cor.refp§l'odenceio fimeric;a." 

I did 
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I dia not put negotiation among the methods 

of recovering what the French have furreptiti. 
ouny deprived lIS of (if that epithet can be appli­
ed to what was done before our eyes) as long and 
dear experience has {hewn we can get nothing 
that way from our dextrous neighbours. Befides, 
after contro"erting the ceffion of Nova Scotia, 
made in the moO: explicit terms imaginable by the 
treaty of Ut;oecht, to what purpofe can treaties 
with them ferve us? The French, if hard pref­
fed, make treaties: but if they are obliged to give 
up any thing which they have a defire to keep, or 
don't care [Q part with, they endeavour to recover 
it afterwards by collufion or force. Both thefe me­
thods they have ufed with regard to Neva Scotia, 
and the country of the Ghlo. 

On the other hand, as lhey have gotten a kind 
of poifeffion of all the country, and fecured their 
footing by forts, it feems difficult to conceive how 
limits can be fettled to the fatisfaction of both par­
ties: for the French will fcarce be prevailed to 
give up amicably even thofe territOries on which 
they have encroached: and the Englijh, for their 
·better fecurity, ought perhaps to have fomewhat 
more: For, {ince the French declare their views to 

be incompatible with thofe of the Englijh, and 
have avowed it by the encroachments which they 
have made on our territories, contrary to the moil: 
folemn treaties and engagements; there feems no 
way left to prevent e{ernal difputes, but to fepa­
rate them by certain natural boundaries; which, 
being fixed and permanent, can neither be COntro­
verted nor eafily forced~ [uch as rivers, lakes, or 
mountains. 

I am inclined, for your particular amufement, 
to give you my opinion in what manner the limits 
ought to be fettled on this fide of the Mil!zj)ippi, 
between the Britifh colonies and New France or 

Canada, 
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Canada, conodering thefe two na'mes as equivocal 
and convertible terms. The line {hould begin at 
the mouth of the riverSt.Laurence, and be drawn 
from thence thro' the middle of its ftream to the 
Jake Katarakui or Ontario: from thence to be car­
ried duo' the length of the faid lake to a place on 
the north-wefl: lide called rejaiagon, and fo by the 
carrying place to a river falling into the lake 'ra­
ronto. T hro' the fame, and thence by the rivers 
and lake St. Mary of the Hurons, into the ff<ga­
loghe or Huron lake: thro' this lake and thro' the 
mouth of the MiJhigan lake (to the fouth of the 
illelcaJ led Mifhillimakinak) down the fame, to a little 
river on the weft lide ; and thence over land ro a 
fmall lake, inro which falls the river flUX Renards 
or of the Foxes: up this river and thro' the lakes 
to the carrying place, into the lake and river of 
Wijkufing; and down the fame, thro' the middle of 
the (hearn, to the river Mi.f!t!fzppi. 

This bounding line, I think, cannot bejuftly 
objeCted to: for, firft our northern colonies, by 
right of their grants as well as difcovery, all ex­
tend as far at 1ea(1: as the river St. Laut;ence; efpe­
cially as we have a right by the treaty of Utrecht, 
as before-mentioned, to the country of the Iroquois 
or five nations, which originally was about the lake 
Champlain and Richlieu river; called on that ac­
count by the French themfelves, as well as the Dutch, 
the Iroquois lake and river. Belides, this country be­
longs to llS by the fubmiffion (if fact) of its prefent 
inhabitants the Arefiguntikooksand Weweenoks to the 
crown of Geeat-Britain, at Albany in the year 1749. 
Then [he country of the ~atoghi's or Hurons be­
tween [he lakes Ontario, Erri and 5?2!,tatoghe, with 
the counery between the Erri and MiJhigan, to the 
fourh of the ff<gatoghe : and alfo the country of the 
Chiktaghiks or Ilinois, between the lake MiJhigan 
and river Miff?!fippi, were all conquered by the fi'TJC 

nations; 
'"' 
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nat£ons ; \.n right of whom we claim them, in vir­
tue of the faid treaty. So that we could not take 
in thefe conquered countries without drawing the 
line in the manner we have done. According to 
which partition we leave our neighbours all to the 
north fide of the river St. Laurence; we divide with. 
[hem the lakes Ontario, Hurons, and MiJhigan: 
we keep to ourfelves the lake of Erri; and give 
them that very great one called the Upper Lake. 
This may compenfate for any little of the coun­
try to the north of the river ilinois, which for the 
fake of making natural boundaries, we may, in the 
opinion of the French, have taken more than our 
due, on account of the Iroquois conquefts: nor is 
it our intention that they fhould be debarred the 
free navigation of any of the lakes, but that it 
ihould be open tu both nations; only neither of 
them thould build forts on any part or p<trts of 
thofe lakes, excepting fuch as fhall fall to their re­
fpective thares. 

In like manner may the limits be fixed between 
Canada and the Hudfon Bay colony, as well as be­
tween the fouchern provinces of the EngliJh and 
Loufiana, on this fide of the Mi/!zj!ippi : if rather 
the Frenchought not to relinqui!h all to the eaa of 
that river, on account of ours being the prior 
difcovery, and confine themfelves to the weft 
fide; where the boundaries may be carried on, 
for adjufting the claims of both panies to the 
countries on that fide of the great river, and 
beyond its fprings to the north and weft, as far as 
the South Sea coaft, where the EngliJh have already 
one fpacious country called New Albion. 

For drawing up the agreement care ought to 
be taken to defcribe the boundaries with the great­
eftexactnefs and precifion; by fpecifying the courfe, 
fituation, and different names of the feveral rivers, 
lakes, mountains and other places; in fo diftintt and 
. ac~ 
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accurate a rnt),nner, that n() room, if pomble, may 
be left for objeCl:ion or difpute. To do this the 
more effectua-lIy, the line fhould be furveyed; and 
the latitudes obferved with the greatef!: accuracy 
at the mof!: remarkable places, by per[ons fent 
from each court. Then maps fhould be drawn, 
ljgned and delivered to each other by the re(pec­
rive commiffioners, as coumer-parts of deeds, that 
there might be no pretence for cavil. If the lands 
in difpute are not worth fa much care, they are 
nor. worth contending for. 

It lliould likewiJe be agreed by both nations to 
abolifh the tlfe of all names 911 either fide, which 
clallied with their refpeCl:.ive interdts fo fetded, 
and had been before employed to keep up the ti~ 
tIe of one nation to lands or territories belonging 
to the other. Thus, as it may be prefumed, that 
France will acknowledge the right which Great­
Britain has to her ~1merican colonies, on the fcore 
of priori ty of difcovery a~ well as long and actual 
poffeffion, and will quit claim co [he £une ; it will 
be proper that llie fhould forbear giving to them, 
or comprehending thrm under, the name of New 
France or Canada, which fhould foldy be confined. 
to the countries agreed by fuch treaty to belong 
(0 her, and be in her divifiQn. In like manner 
Great-Britain lliould ceafe to give the name .of 
Britifh colonies to any lands or countries acknow­
ledged by the treaty to belong to France. .A nd 
the geographers and hiflorians of each nation 
iliould be obliged, under certain penaltie&, to con­
form themfclves to this regulation; in order to re­
move all prejudices, errors and doubts from the 
minds of people, with relation to the dominions of 
each nation, and their refpeCtive juft boundaries; 

10 Dec. 
1754· 

I am, &c. 
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sEc 0 N D LET T E R. 

SIR, 

SIN eEl wrote you my long· letter in De­
cember laft, I have received feveral more let­

ters, remarks and traCl:s relative to the colonies~ 
from correfpondents perfeCl:ly well acquainted 
with the affairs of America; particularly two, whofe 
obfervations I !hall at prelent communicate to 
you. The firft contains a general view of the Bri­
tifh plantations on the continent, with a curious 
calculus ofrhe number of whites inhabiting each of 
them. The fecond animadverts on various points, 
worthy the attention of our minifters ; particularly 
thofe which refpect raifing a fund, on terms agree­
able to the inhabitants of the colonies, fufficient 
for carrying on the preCent war, and for their fu­
ture defence. I !hall give you their fentiments in 
different articles. 

I. 
General view of tbe Briti!h colonies, and number of 

inhabitants in each. 

B R I:r A IN the political parent of her colonies 
(like a nat mal one, who intends to raife a pro­

geny for advantage, ftrength and power) in their 
infancy (bould indulge, nouriih and fupport them. 
As they encreafe and become capable of helping 
themCelves and benefiting their mother country, 
they fhould be taught the obligation they owe her: 
That all their panicular and hereditary rights and 
privileges, are derived from her: that they are 
bound to obey her laws; and that refiraints laid 
on them are intended for mutual advantage; 
Their produce and induftry !hould be encouraged 
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and dirtt.red to the good and fervice of both. 
They fhould be governed by the laws of England 
in aeneral, and by their own allowed particular 
on~ : their force ought to be uniled to ftrengthen 
their parent, and affilr each other; and if invaded 
by a fuperior power, they fhould be effectually 
protected. 

Colonies thus prudently and legally managed, 
would rejoice in their fitLl3rion, and flourilh: 
would add numbers, flrength, and riches to the 
general cummon-wealth; and enable this king­
dom to meet the enemy in the gate. But, can 
any government or miniftry act properly with re· 
gard to colonies, unlefs they know their flare, by 
the numbers of people they comain, on which the 
whole depends? Tbe colonies on the continent 
of America are by fome Jeffened and depreciated : 
efteemed the occaGons ofunneceifary and expen­
five wars; depoplliacors and weakeners of Britain. 
By others they are aggrandized and over-rated 
monftrotJi1y beyond truth. Towns are magnified 
and multiplied; the inhabitants made incredibly 
numerous; and their power averred to exceed tbat 
of large European kingdoms. Such falfe repre­
[entations may occaGon the deflfllCl:ion and lofs of 
the colonies (if not more.) To what can [uch ex­
travagant exaggerations tend? what can they pro­
duce but inartention to their prefent cirC!.lllJ {lances; 
neglect or delay of relief? They may likewife 
raife and inflame a jealoufy, already kindled in 
the minds of many; from which fource a harfu 
government, and the bad confequences attending 
it, hereafter may refule. 

No~'a Scolia, the fira colony Britain poffeffed 
on the north-eaft part of the cominent, has lhift­
ed the property between the French and EngliJh 
feveral times. The firft made (he greater progrefs 

111 
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in fettling this country; and it is {aid at prefent 
(0 contain upwards of 15,000 fouls, improperly 
called neutral French. The E11glijh by great ex­
pence and encouragement, according to the laft 
account" have in Halifax, Lunenburgh, and other 
places, about 5000 men, women, and children; 
and thefe are all the fubjeCts whom this govern­
ment comprife~, exclufive of the military forces. 

Altho' the province of Main interferes between 
Nova Scotia and New Hampjhire; yet, as it is an­
next to the MaJJachuJets Bay, New Hampjhire is 
mentioned as the next colony. The whole go­
vernment is but one county : Port/mouth, a ftrag­
ling incontiguous [own, is the capital. With 
the addition of territory and peopfe it received 
from the ~1a1fachuJets Bay, the number of inhabi­
tants in 17+2, were 26,000 whites, bdides 500 

negroes. The late war was prejudicial to the trade 
and cheked the natural increafe of this colony, 
which has not been countervailed by foreign in­
creafe : Therefore at pre/ent 30,000 fouls muft 
be the utmoft amount of its inhabi tants at pre­
fent. 

MaJ/achuJets Ba,)" a few years fince, was of 
larger extent and had more inhabitants than at 
prefent; fome towns and a large traCt of land be­
ing adjudged to New HampJhire on one fide, and 
fame fettled towns [0 Rhode ljlilnd on the other. 
It is divided into I I counties, in which are 153 
towns. The names of to many towns have mined 
ftrangers as to rhe number of people. Many of 
them are but infignificant pariihes ; and when in 
the middle of a town perhaps you may not fee 
three houfes. The property of all the JaOlds in 
this colony are by charter in the people. The ge­
neral court, as their rrull:ees difpofe: of them on 
fettled c0nditions. Grants are generally made of 
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four, five, or fix miles fquare; which i's always 
called a town, and a name given it in the grant. 
A few inhabitants fettled within its limits may fend 
a reprefentative to the general court. When 80 
are qualified to vote, they muft fcnd one or be 
fined. When 120 are qualified, they may fend 
two reprefentatives; and a [mall freehold qua­
lifies. In 1749, thro' poverty, or paucity of in­
habitant<, fifty-eight of thefe towns refufed to fend 
members. Newberry, Ip/wich, Salem, Marble­
head, Charlejlown, Cambridge, and poffibly a few 
more have the appearance and contiguity of 
towns: the reft confift of houles built on each 
man's plantation. Each of thefe diftricts has a 
form of town-government. Boflon is the capital 
of the whole. In 1722, by an order of the fe­
lect men (magiftrates) of the town, the number 
of louIs was taken: it then contained 10,670. 
By a like order in 1742, there were found in it 
1719 d welling- haufes, 166 ware-houfes; 16,382 
white people, of whom 1,200 were widows; and 
15 14 negroes. Togetber with the province, this 
town futi'ered much by expeditions and preifes in 
the late war. A ger.leral fmall-pox has gone thro' 
it unce; and much of its trade is diverted. For 
thefe rcafons its increafe can't be very great from 
that time; and at prefent it is difficult to allow 
it 20,000 inhabitants. The colony in 1735 con­
tained 35,4-27 white males from 16 and upwards; 
in 174 I they were 41,000. From that time there 
has no real numeration been made; but the af­
fembly, in a meffage tent by them to governor 
Shirley in 1747, declare, that 3000 men are a 
12 (h part of the militia. Upon the whole, from 
the lo£fes fufrained by preifes, pri vateering, taking 
and garrifoning LouiJburg; by decay of trade and 
by defertions occafioned by [he extraordinary in-
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creafe of taxes, more than in other colonies ; (the 
poll, the faculty, the per[onal eftate of all who 
refide here but a few months, being taxed, and 
lately an univerfal excife on all liquors taking 
place) therefore 220,000 fouls muft be a very 
ftretched affignment for this colony. 

Rhode JJland and Prf/Vidence plantations, with 
the additions from the Ma.ffachufets Bay are di­
vided into four counties; which c:omprize 24 
townlhips. By an exaCt cenlus takell in 1748, there 
were in this colony 28,439 whites, 3077 ne­
groes, and 1257 Indians. Newport the capital 
in 1749-,-LOlltained 5335 whites, 1105 negroes, 
and 68 Indians. So that allowing for the increafe 
of the colony from thole times, 35,000 white in­
habitants are full as many as can be afcribed to it. 

The colonies of Connetlicut and Rhode ffiand 
above-mentioned, are the only colonies who, as it 
were, govern themfelves. The people annually 
chufe their governors, councilor affiftants, and 
affemblies. The crown appoints no officers in 
either, but judges of admiralty, and thofe of the 
cuftoms. Their limits are confined by other co­
lonies; and, as all their lands are private property, 
they can admit but little foreign increale. Five 
counties and 68 towns are comprehended in the 
colony of Connecticut. It has no particu:ar capi­
tal. Hartford, a good inland town: New London, 
and eight or nine more, make a pretty figure for 
their fize, to thofe who fail thro' Long Jjla/1d 
found. But it would be very difficult for any 
perf on who travels tbro' this colony to find a 
market in any of its towns. 18 of them are too 
fmall and poor to fend reprefentatives to the ge­
neral a£fembly. All males from 16 to 70 pay a 
poll tax; and their militia from 16 to 50, in 174-9, 
were 16,000. Allowing them a very large num-
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ber for exempts and increafe, one hundred thou­
fand will more than tantamount the people this 
colony contains. , 

The advantageous fituation of the city of New 
York, in the colony of that name, marks it for the 
capital of the EngliJh g'Jvernments on the American 
continent. The number of inhabitants in this co­
lony, in 1732, was taken by the conftables of 
every town, pariili, or diftritl:; and they were found 
to be near 65,000. At rhe fame time the houfes 
in the city were counted by the alderman of each 
refpetl:ive ward, ancl they were found [0 be fome­
thing linGer 15°0. Since that time the town 
has encreafed in wealth and inhabitants. Many 
families remove(~ to it from Albany, and the fron­
tiers, in the late French war: yet, by loffes from the 
Indians and French in the exoofed back fettle­
ment, ; by the Carl[J(lgena expedition, enliflments, 
prdTes, and privatecring, the natural encreafe of 
the colony was in fome meafure retarded by that 
war. It has received li[tle foreign encreafe fince; 
and t:1~ redundance of LOI'l Jjland, forced out by 
the barrennefs of its inland pam, maftly remove 
to New Jerfey. So that allowing to (he city as 
many inhabitants as are allowed to Bo/lon; and 
fupporing thewhole cvlony at pre[ent to be 1 00,000, 
that number will be fully adequate. 

Altho' the proprierary colony of New ]erfey is 
divided into twelve counties, it has but a few in­
fignificant towns; Ambo)', Brunfwick, ,[,rent-town, 
Burlington, and Elizabeth-town, are all which can 
bear even the name. New York on the eaft, and 
Philadelphia on the weft, draw off the produce, 
and fupply it with other neceffaries. A curious 
author who informed himfelf of (he flare of rhis, 
and the other colonies, fays it might comain, in 
l749, nigh 50,000 fouls. The litigated uncertain 
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titles to lands, occafioned by the iniquity of the 
proprierors, has, without doubt, prevented its en­
creafe: 60,000 inhabitants muft therefore be a 
fufficient allowance for ,it. 

The rapid encreafe of the colony of Pen/ylvanja 
has occafioned various opinions about the number 
of its inhabitants. Here is 110 poll-tax, no militia­
rolls to compute by. The city of Philadelphia irs 
capital is rhe only competitor wirh New York for 
fuperiority. Both colonies piOduce in general the 
fame things; both have vall: qclantities of fine un­
cultivated JaClds: but when the grear run of fo­
reign encreafe is over; (and the emigrations of 
the Germans into other colonies (hew thac it won't 
long be confined to Penjjlvania) 'twill fhnd no 
chance in competition. One fing!e circum!tance, 
if there was no other, namely, tbat the river or 
harbour of Philadelphia is frozen up commulzibus 
annis nigh three months, muil give New York the 
preference. In 17-4-9, the houfes in every ward of 
this city were counted exaCtly by a fer of curious 
gentlemen, the united fum was 2076 private ones, 
and 1 J houfes of worlhip. In the ddcriprion wri,ten 
under a very handfome profptCl: of it, taken in 
1753, the number of houfes are {aid to be nigh 
2300. It is therefore certain that it can't far exceed 
Bojlon or New York in people. 

By [orne IOC,OOO, by others 125,000 fighting 
men are affirmed to be in the colony ; a number far 
exceeding the fO~lr governments of New England. 
A late pamphlet penned to thew the mifapplica­
tion, or rdther non-application of the great num­
bers and it rength of P enjjlvania, at this cri­
tical junCture, fays it comains 220,.000 [OllIs, half 
of whom are Germans. An enqlJiry into the ftate 
of this colony was made by order of King IVilliam 
a l:ttle before his death, and the inlubiranrs at 
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that time were fcarceJy 14,000. By an agreement 
fettled between ~een Anne, in the laO: yea r of her 
reign, and the then proprietor, all the properly 
and rights he had were to be furrendered to the 
crown for J 3,000 I. The deeds were drawn and 
20001. of the money paid; but the proprietor 
died (it is faid) the day appointed for his execut­
ing them. 

The Germans were firO: fent to America by the 
bounty of this nation, under the proteCtion of 
~een Anne. Every thing neceffary was provided 
for them. They were convoyed to New Tork there 
to be fettled on the crown lands; and if this in­
tention had been executed, the French in Canada 
had been for ever effeCtually confined to their pro­
per bounds: but by the villainy of [hofe in power, 
this national charity and benent was defeated. 
Thefe Germans, cheated, abufed, and deceived in 
the grants of lands aligned them, and made the 
property of avaritious defigning men, were forced 
to feek new habitations. They found their way 
thro' the woods to good lands in the colony of 
Penfylvania. Here they were ufed weIJ, and 
grants made them bonafide. They reprefented the 
fraudulent ufage of one government, and the juf­
tice of the other to their brethren in Europe; 
which determined all future German emigrants to 
prefer this colony. The ways and means of 
tranfporting themfelves, was not found out, by 
any confiderable numbers, for fome time: but 
the perfecution at '.Ihorn in Poland, obligedtthem 
to look for an afylum. From that time a proper 
canal of conveyance bas been found; and thou­
fands have gone over yearly. 

From 1728 to 1729, 6200 foreigners of all 
forts arrive~ at Philadelphia. In 1750, tfr3 I 7 
Germans arnved, and about 5000 in 1754. The 
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Spiinijh war interrupted this tra'nfportation: the 
French war almoft flopt it: So that upon an ave­
rage, if 3000 Germans were imported annually 
for 30 years paft, in all 90 ,009; and 30,000 be 
added to them for 'their increa[e from the different 
times of their arrival; and 10,000 bededuB:ed 
for the difperfion into other colonies, the com­
putation of 110,000 Germans for this colony may 
be right; and that they are half of the people is 
not difputed. The 220,000 are fuppofed to be in 
the five countries of proper Pe1t/),lvania, to which 
add 30,000, a large number for the three lower 
c{)unties; then the whole of the inhabitants of 
the colony and its jurifdiCtion, will frand at 
25°,000. 

The colony of Mar)'land has been compared to 
rirginia. for number of white inhabitants, on ac­
count of its receiving moft of the tranfported 
convicts; but this comparifon can hardly be true. 
Virginia from priority of fettlement, equality of 
foil and fituation, and by a far fuperior extent of 
country, mufr needs exceed it. Neither of them 
have any large towns; but thofe in Virginia are 
lUore in number, as well as more populous, than 
thofe in Maryland. By governor Dinwiddie's re­
port of the militia in Virginia, the inhabitants 
{bouid not exceed 7°,000: but as this account 
has, thro' the courfe of it, made large allowances 
for exempts of a:l forts, the!e:two colonies, Ma­
ryland and Vtrginia, are by us fllppofed to be on a 
par for people; and to each of them are allowed 
85,000 Whites: befides, Negroes are very numer­
ous in both. 

The counties of North Carolina, in lord Gran­
'Ville's difrrict, are inhabited equivalent to the 
neighbouring pam of Virginia. The counties to 
the fouthwardand the pares ne~t to South Caro-
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lina, are but thinly peopled. Edenton, Bath, 
New-Bern, Johnflon, (a county town with one in­
habited houfe) Beaufort, Wilmington and New 
Brunfwick, in any other country would be called 
villages of little or no note: however, this co­
Jony has more white inhabitants than South Ca­
rolina, whofe number fame have raifed to 45,000. 

South Carolina, a colony extremely advantage­
ous to Britain at prefene, by its productions of 
rice and indigo, probably will in time be more fa 
by filk ; bur has not a fufllcient number ofWhitesto 
the Blacks. In 1739 before the great fire, Charles­
crown [he capita}, had 450 dwelling houfes, with 
800 warehoufes and kitchens. In 1:-'42 the pro­
vince militia were 5500: the naves q,}.'Joo. By 
it'; vicinity to Sr. Augufline and the I{~;.,mnah, as 
well as for want of proper protection, uis coun­
try fuffered extremely by the Spanijh :.nd French 
wars: fa that, if they had cOf,tinued, .J. few years 
would have determined the fate of the planter 
and merchant. Since the peace it hai more than 
recovered its former circumftances: the town is 
increafed and better built, and may now be able 
to COllnt 600 houfes. O~e benefit it received 
from the war: necemty obliged the planters to 
attempt indigo, rice being roo bulky to pay the 
then high freight. They now make it fit for any 
market; and it is hoped, by a longer continllance 
of the bounty, wiU be able in a few years to fup­
ply Britain. But as the pre[ent militia do not 
exceed 5000, the number of fouls in this moft 
improveablt colony cannot be efl:imated at more 
than 30,000. 

Georgia as yet is fcarce eftablifhed; however 
6000 people may at prefent inhabit it. 
o This account of the number of [he Britifh fub­
Jdh, men, women and children in the above-

men-
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mentioned colonies, is not the produCl:ion ofwhirri 
and conjecture. Militia rolls, poll taxes" bills' of 
mortality, re!Urns from governors, late hiftories~ 
and pamphlets publifh'd in the colonies, as well 
as actual numerations, are the authorities on which 
jt is built: but as none of thefe come quite up 
to the prefent time, large additions are made to 
each colony for its late increafe. If the compu­
tation for the reft of the colonies is to be regu­
lated by the cenfus of Rhode Jjland in 1748, which 
makes its inhabitants 28,439, (and items to have 
been taken with great preciGon and exactnefs) 
the number of Whites in the colonies, in general., 
is here over-rated, a5 Maryland certainly is. Thefe 
J 3 colonies extending ~rom Cape KanJo, the molt 
eaftern extremity of No'va Scotia, fO the fouthern 
limits of Georgia, the fp:J.ce of 1500 miles along 
the Atlantic ocean, comain 1,05°,000 fouls. This 
is the number, this the ftrength, which by a late 
author is preferred, and affirmed t~ exceed any 
power or flate in Europe, excepting the Germanick 
body, France, and perhJPs Britain: Thc'fe the 
towns which he compares with Brijlol, and others 
in England; when Briflol alone contains more 

'people than all the capitals of thefe colonies put 
together. 

I lhalt clofe this account with a word or two 
concerning the mililia of the plan rations. All the 
colonies, Nova Scotia, Penjjlvania and Georgia 
excepted, have a militiJ, confifiing of the genrle­
men, merchants, yeo;11en, freeholders, and other:, 
in each colony; who have confenred by their re­
prefentatives to be inrolled and trained Jor the de­
fence of rhe particular colony or corporation to 
which they be:ong. The militia laws of the fe­
veral colonies differ from each mher ; nor can 
lhe laws of one colony extend to or operate in 
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another, any more than the laws of London can at 
Briftol, or vite verJa. Such is the militia of Ame­
rica: oat of whom it would be as difficult to form 
an army to march to the unappropriated frontiers, 
as it would to make the gentlemen, &c. of Lon­
don to march to oppofe an invafion in any remote 
part of Britain. Loofe idle people, thofe with. 
Ollt property, are the only people who muft com· 
pofe a ftanding army in America, as they do in 
Europe: but the number of tbefe can nor be very 
great in a part of the world w here property is fo 
eafily acquired; and where confequently there are 
many mafters and but few fervants. 

II. 

In what time the people of the colonies double them­
felves; and how a fund may be raifed in them 
fufficient for their defence. 

M y other correfpondent, who computes the 
number of people in the colonies on the 

continent to be a million, (altho' I fhould think 
900,000 their amount to the full) fpeaks to a 
point which the former has not touched upon. 
He has taken into confideration the increafe of (he 
plantation inhabitants, and how often they double 
themfelves. This event,by his computation, how­
ever large it may feem, he f~ys, for certain happens 
every 20 years; and that altho' the eftimation of 
their increafe cannot be made from that either of 
great cities or well inhabited countries in Europe, 
yet there are other principles from whence a to­
lerably exact calculation may be raifed. Any man 
may have land given him in North America for 
fixing himfelf and his family, particularly in New 
England; which province he thinks has the ad. 
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vantage in almoft every thing over the other pro­
vinces; efpecially as to healthy climate, pienty 
of natural productions, -trade, navigation and 
fiJhery; good laws, liberty, and few taxes. In 
this land fuch a perf on may with eafe plentifully 
fubfift a family, fa that he is not afraid to mar­
ry; and if he looks fo forward as to £onijder hmV' 
children, when grown up, are to, be provided 
for, he is not difcouraged, as he fees more land 
is to be had either for nothing or at very ea[y . 
rates. This makes marriages more general, as 
well as more early in life, in North Awerica, by 
three to one, than in Europe. But fuppofing they 
are only two to one·; this conformable to the com­
putation ufed in Europe of one to a hundred., will 
give two marriages tor every hundred perfons: 
fuppofing alfo that in EemJpe from three (0 five 
births are the iffue of a marriage; as thefe mar­
riages are later in life, from {even to ten birtl:is 
may be allowed to a marriage in the colonies ; 
and as thefe marriages may be computed to hap­
pen one with another, at 20 years of age, it may 
be feen how foon the people there are doubled:; 
many years under 25: but fuppoflng they did 
not double in fewer years than 25, confider how 
much their increa[e will exceed ours in 100 years. 

But fa great is the country of North America, 
that notwithftanding this increafe, yet till it is 
fully fettled (which will require feveral ages) la­
bour cannot be had cheap: for no m:lO will be '" 
fervant whilft he -can be a maQ::er ; that j" Com :;r:t 
~land eafily and fettle for himfelf: fo thac labom 
is as dear at prefent in New England and P,n./j'i­
'Vania, as it was thirty or forty years ago; noc­
withftanding the number of pwple in the lattc:r 
(accordin a to the Brief fiate of PenCylvania lately 
publifhed) has been increafed by [he arrival of 

6 100,000 
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100,000 foreigners. Hence the danger appre~ 
hended by fome of North America interfering with 
England in branches of trade which d~p-:-nd on 
Jabour, mLlfr be at a very great difrance. Inftead 
of being terrified with this bugbear, it ought to 
be confidered that <is our colonies inc reale, (he 
demand for Britijh manufactures will increafe, in 
a market where foreigners cannot interfere with 
us: and if by proper laws this trade be kept to 
ourfelves, England will fcarce be able co fupply 
her plantations, even tho' her whole trade thould 
be confined to them. Ought not (his fingle COD­

fidera[ion to remove our apprehen[lOns, and, in­
duce us to act, like a good mother, not 10 much 
to rdlrain manufacrures in our colonies? 

No labouring man in any part 'Of Europe, who 
knew the advantages of living in our colonies, 
would work for others for fix pence and twelve 
pence per day, when he can get much more than 
double that fum on his own land in America, 
which he may have given him. This is fo well 
known in Germany, that all the la ws which can 
be made there are not able to reftrain thoufands 
from going over yearly to PenfJlvania, to the 
great benefit of that colony and many others; 
notwi(hHanding the pamphlet jufr before men­
tioned has reprefenttd both them and the quakers 
,in a very untrue light. 

What has been faid on this occaGon by the 
gentleman who wrote there remarks, more fully 
accounts for the difficulty mentioned by (he for­
mer at the clofe of his, of forming an army out 
of the mili[ia of America; and in how wrong a 
light that matter is univerfally underilood on this 
fide of the water. For altho' the people of the 
colonies are properly all militia, and obliged [0 

defend their refpective territories, yet thofe of 
one 
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one province cannot be compelled to march out 
of ir, or to defend any other frontiers than their 
own. If they affift their neighbours, the motion 
muft be voluntary; and as, for the generals, they 
are mafters of families, and obliged to obey none 
but their natural leaders, chofen by their own af­
femblies, they muft be dealt with mildly, not with 
military rigour. This is the reafon why they may 
be averfe to put themfelves under the commandof 
officers fene from hence; and why I have in my 
firft letter recommended placing fame of their 
own over them. 

This gentleman earnefrly recommends feveral 
things as necdrary for the fecurity of the colonies 
which I have meneioned in that letter; as the 
augmenting fome of our forts already built, par­
ticularly that of Orwego; the building of two vef­
fels to be kept on the Kadarakui or Ontario lake, 
and opening the HudJon Bay trade. Thefe mea­
fmes he fays, if purfued, " would at once get us 
" into the diret!: fur trade wich the Indians 
" (which we are now forced to carry o,n in a 
'.' fmuggling way, and at (econd-hand with the 
" French traders) and in iliort ruin Canada with­
" out fighting." 

In the mean time, as things now fhnd he is of 
opinion, that we iliould greatly diftrefs them, if 
all the colonies would follow the example of the 
MaJlachufets; .... hi,ch is to keep publick ftore-houft:s 
on their frontiers, and to fupply the indians with 
goods at the firft coft: "for the private traders, 
" fays this gentleman, ofcen cheat I hem, and treat 
,. them ill; which drives them over to [he 
"French." He likewife recommends building 
new forts in proper places; and above all one at 
the head of the river Kinnebek, a fpot which he ha~ 

long 
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long had his eye upon, as the moft convenient 
imaainable, for the purpofes already mentioned in 
Let~r 1. art. 3. In iliort, he fays, " it is -the 
" very beft ftroke which at prefent can be made 
" againO: the Fremh, and Cuch as will Ihike a 
" terror into the gates of !f(gebek. This fort he 
"would have garrifoned by one independent 
(" company of 100 men, to be raifed either here 
" or in New England, or eIfe fent from the regi­
~, ments at Halifax. If our government here 
" would but fa far countenance and fuppert chis 
,~ undenaking as to maintain [uch a number of 
" men, in cafe of an atrack, he is fUle that the 
" whole force of New England would chearfully 
" join to defend it: nay, he makes no doubt but 
" that the New England people would build the 
"fort, provided it was furniilied with guns, 
" powder and ball from hence." 
_ Hejudges this propofal may be the more readily 
complied with, as he is of opinion, " that from 
" henceforth foldiers mllO: always be kept in the 
" colonie~, as well to defend them againfl: the 
" French, as to prevent their fmuggling trade fo 
" prej udicial to England: alfo, becaufe they ought 
" to be ready at hand co be fent on any occauon, 
" either to affiO: our fugar ifiands, or [0 invade 
" the French or Spani/h Wands. He likewife 
" thinks that it is neceffary to begin to ufe the 
" people of North America to foldiers, wh~ch 
., may by degrees introduce difcipline among 
" lheir militia: and no time feems to him more 
" proper for it than this, while their [houghts are 
" taken up with military affairs and they are pre. 
" paringforwar. Sometimehencewhentheirmar­
" tial fpirit fubGdes, and calm-er difpoutions take 
" place again, the fending foldiers among them 

" may 
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" may not be fo well reliilied." 'Tis certain; 
that almoil: any thing may be brought about by 
well timing ir. 

This gentleman proceeds to confider the num­
ber of ioldiers neceifary for putting on the Ame­
rican eltabliiliment. "There ought always; con­
" tinues he, to be two regimems in different 
" parts of New England; one in New rork ; all­
" other in Penjjlvania: one [mall regiment or a 
" few companies in Marylaizd: a large regiment 
" in Virginia; laftly, one [0 be dil1ributcd among 
" the tWO Carolinas and Georgia. Thefe regi­
" ments ought to be raired in and at the expence 
" of the [everal governments, and the taxe's 
" (which he propores) will, in a few years, pay 
,. for fupporting them: in the mEan time what­
" ever they may fall iliorr, muD: be fupplied 
" from hence. His fcheme requires likewife 
" that arms, ammunition, and clcathing for 
" fome few years, !hould be Cent to them: and 
" that the chief officers of all fortS, llnlefs fome 
" very few, fhould be appointed out of thG na­
" rives of the rc:fpec\:ive provinces, when the re­
" gimencs are raifed." 

On this occafion my friend propofes a thing 
which may ftem as ftrange, as new, to fome ptO­
U pIe. This is to "raife a regiment out of [he 
,. French neutrals mentioned in the preceding lr­
" ticle, tr) be commanded by their own officers; 
" a thing which hI:! is convinced mighc be 
"brought about with proper management." 
The only qudlion is, how f3.r they may be de­
pended on, as they are papifts, and Jeemingly in 
clofe union under hand widl the ren of their na­
tion ? as appeared from their b~haviour in the 
late W.H; However, in cai~ L1Ch a regime-nt wac; 

L r ;;'!fed 
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raifed for a trial, the fear of endangering the 
fafety of {h~ rea: of their countrymen fettled in 
NO'l)(l Scotia, might be a chrck upon them; and 
in cafe they fhould turn tailor debt, it would be 
a good way of getting rid of them. However, 
their pofts might be affigned in fome other pro· 
vince,and at a diftance from any French fettlemenr. 

What feerns [0 have led this gentleman to 
make fuch a propofal, is the great inclination 
which he obftrves in the French foldiers to de­
[crt and fettle in oLlr colonies, where they call live 
with more cale and liberty than in the cold and 
b men country of CaNada. On this oecauon he 
fpeaks of a tbing as being actually done, which in 
my former 1 have given a eaution againft,fuppofing 
it had never been intended; namely, the lurren­
dering clef rteTS on each fide. "An agrement, 
" fays he, which our officers at Halifax in Nova 
.. Scotia, hJVe been duped into by the French." 
" Some of our men, continues he, may indeed 
" de:ert: bur for one the French would have 
" 'from us, we f1)Quld have 100 from them. 
" Thefe too would gladly nay and fetrle in our 
" colonies; but none of (ilur deferters would ever 
" flay long wirh the Frmch. Ni.oe temhs of 
" :111 tht French Elropean loldiers, or others fem 
" to Cl11wda, might be induced (0 come over to 
" Ottr pJant.ltiOoi. In [hart, the bell: and onlv 
" inhabirants which the Frencb have to depend 
" on, are (he ii1dir.ms, and the breed they have 
" from the Indian womeo and French folJiers; a 
" me:,dLlre, lays he, \vhich we ought to encourage 
H in our colonies." 

Aftn having laid down t1is plan, my corre­
fpondent turns hi; thoughts on the means for car­
rying on the WeIr, (which h\: feems to think ine­

vitable 
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virable) and keeping the colonies in a good con­
dition of defence. With regard to this point he 
propofes three things: firfi, that the duty on all 
fugars frQm our fugar iDands, which is now paid 
in the i£lands themfelves, and (as Mr. Pelbam 
faid in the Houfe of Commons) now raifes but a 
trifle, fhould be made payaole in North America; 
to which might be added a duty of one penny 
per gallon on molaffes, and two-pence per gal­
Ion on all rum imporred in:o North America; 
or elfe a tax not exceeding tl,lventy fhiliings to be 
laid on every thoufand acres of land. None of 
thefe taxes, he affures me, WOL)lJ be much dif­
liked in NfJrth America, from whence he ha, lare­
ly received fame propofals to the fame purro: t : 
but is of opinion that thfy lhould be paid by 
way of excife, or by the purchafer, and not by 
the importer; that the merchants might not be 
diftreffed. , 

The tax on fugar (tranDated as above) and 
that on molaffes particularly, would r"ife a large 
fum annually, and be an encreaGng fund. Ancl 
there can be the lefs objeEtion to theft>, btClUfe 
they arife chiefly from French produce: for the 
duty on fugar, as it fiands at prefent, beiog paiJ 
in the iflands, encourages the inhabitanrs to g.:r 
it from t he French: and to my correfpondtI1t' s 
" own knowledge, not one twentieth pan of 
" the molaffes, imported into NorLh .;i;;,r.a:, is 
"Englijh. So that one penny per ga!;url would 
~, be a tax <:hiefiy on French produce; and the 
" importer pays as much as that in order to gee 
" it run, or elfe compounds with the port officers 
" to permit its being en rered as from our £I:,:;t/;h 
" plantations;" and this likewife he knows to b~ 
faCt, particularly ox Rhod.,e Jjland. The fund raikd 

L 4 frofll 
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from the duties laid on the aboV'e-mentionecl 
commodities, our correfpondent is politivewould 
be -{ufficient to anfwer all (he exigencies of the 
feveral American governments, particularly the 
governors {aJarie~, after being fixed here, fhould 
be firft paid out of it; thtn thote of all their 
port-officers: The reft to be applied for carry­
ing on the war, or maintaining foldiers. 

But in order to reap the full advantage of'fuch 
taxe o, it will be abfollHely neceffary to ddlroy 
the illicit trade whi<!h all the colonies have run 
more or ltfs into; but none {o much as Rhode 
Jjland, which has carried it on to the highefi: 
pitch, and in the moft audaciolJs manner. 

At this noted place fur fmuggling, all {arts of' 
French as well as Dutch produce and manufaELures 
are imported in the mort public manner; and 
from thence exported to all parts of America as 
ElllJi/h produce, fo much t~at in one year 14 fail of 
vdiels have arrived there directly from Hollmzd; 
and ma"y veffcls do the fame to New England and' 
.Z\'e'LCJ Tork. This is well known to every indivi­
dual in thofe countries; and whilfl their gover­
nors are fa dependent on the people, and the port 
officers make fLjch immenfe pront by fuffering it, 
he cannot fee how it can well be prevented~ but 
by laying fome revere penalties on the tranfgref­
fors, and keeping fame fmall floops of war with 
{oldiers, particularly at Rhode Jjland, [0 protea 
the port officers in doing their dUlY. But as 
t:linQ,s now fiand thofe officers would rifk their 
JivesLin atttmpting it; for there is {carce a man 
in all that country who is not concerneu in t.he 
rmLlggling trade. 

I luw before me a particular piece written by 
~he ;lLlthor cf the preceding tract:, on the illicit 

trade 
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trade of the colonies, particularly that of Rbod4 I 

ljiand, and the means of fuppreffing ie. Running, 
or fmuggling is ~here fanttified with the name of 
naturalizing foreign goods; and in their more: 
than hofpirable and free pOTts, the moO: forbidde!l 
commodities receive the benefit of naturalization. 
But to pur[ue this fubjeCl: .would carry me too 
far. 

To return to our correfpondent's letter. He 
fays an entire ftop ought to be put (as it eafily 
might) to the trade from Cape Briton to our co­
lonies; for from thence all forts of French goods 
to an immenfe value, are yearly imported by our 
nortnernAmeric(Jn veffels to every part of that conti­
nent. He Iikewife takes notice, by way of preven­
tion, in cafe a war fho1..l1d break out, of a wicked 
pratl:ice fet: on foot la!1: war in North America, of 
fupplying the Frmch iQands with all forcs of arms, 
ammunition and provifions, by veffds which by 
management they procured to be licenred as car­
tels; and with only one or two Frenchmen (for 
whom they have given as far as 40 I.) would go 
backwards and forwards between the French iflancis 
and North America, thus keeping on a cooHant 
trade during the.whole. war: fa that [here have 
been no fewer than 20 of them feen at a time in 
one port of HiJpaniola. This fraudulent and perni­
cious praCtice ought to be prevented by fame law 
made here for the purpore; and no veifds fuffcred 
to go as cartelo~ with fewer than 50 or 100 pri­
foners: or rather they fhould be obliged to fend 
all their pri(oners to England. 

Thus, Sir, I have made you up a fecond letter 
out of the remarks of two public-fpirited gentle­
men, zealous for rhe Britijb glory anel p~ ,) !periry 
of the colonies. As YOll are one of t;-;e lime 
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charaCl:er, and curious to enquire into the affairs 
of the plantations, (a difpofition which 'is be­
come pretty general in the nation) I fend them 
to you, believing they will be at leaft as ac­
ceptable to you as thore contained in my former 
letcer. 

E· 

14th March 
J755· 
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I am, &c. 




