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REM ARK S, €!c. 
SIR, 

I· Shall no~ enquire ~ho is the A.uthot 
of the PIece on whIch I am gOIng to 
remark. Your Opinions, and your 

Arguments are all that I fhall confider. 
Whether you are, or ever have been t 
penfioned and employed, \vhether you are 
merely a private Man, or a Perfon difiin­
guilhed in Rank and Fortune, you are 
to me and to the Publick on this occa­
ficn, only the Author of the Letter to 
1'wo Great Men; and you will give me 
leave to addrefs you in that and in no 
other Light. It is indeed a Light, in 
which you cannot be viewed to your 
difadvantage; your Piece is animated with 
the Spirit of true Patriotifm; it difcovers 
political and hillorical Knowledge; and 
it is written throughout \vith Fire and­
Energy. 

But, Sir, that anilnation of Language 
and Sentiment, which is allowed to the 
Orator in Political Conflicts ill Pul'z)ere 
et in Sole) has no place in a fober Ditcuffion. 
I write not to the Ear or to tht; Pafilons, 

A 3 I ai~ 
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1 aim at no SeduCl:ion of Judgment; and 
I afk for no approbation but what a calm 
Reflet'tion and unprejudiced· Reafon may 
afford me. My End is, rather to exa­
mine the jufinefs of your Plan, than to 
enforce any Plan of my own, and I !hall 
not affect the Flow, nor the Pomp, nor 
the high colouring of Parliamentary De­
clamation. If I can deliver a plain Ar­
gument in plain Language, it is all I aim 
at : for this I {hall make no Apology; that 
Freedonl with which you warn the lVli­
Iji~hy againll: falling "into l\lifiakes in 
the enfLling Treaty of Peace, will jufiify 
me to you, and to the \Vorld, if I {1)'uuld 
attempt to point out (Olne of thofe Mif­
takes, into \V hich I iU1agine you are your­
[elf fallen. 

You cannot he b'-Garant in what man .. 
ner Succefs operat~~ upon the Minds of 
Men; \vith what a blind and haughty 
Confidence it in{pires them; and in the 
infolent Elation of ViCl:o;y, how little 
they attend to Reafon, or Jufiice, and 
often to tbeir o\vn mca important Inte­
refts. People of all Nations imagine, 
that VI hen they are warfled, Succe[s gives 
theii" Enemy very litt~e Right to prefcribe 
fevere Terms; and 'conceive when they 

are 
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Ire themfelves fuccefsful, that there are 
no Bounds to their own Pl'etenfions. If 
this Difpofition lhould happen at this time 
to prevail amongfl: us, it may be attend­
ed with very perJ;1icious Confequences. 
It may raife fuch extravagant Expea:a~ 
tions, or excite fu€ll wrong.:..placed De­
fires, as will render a Negotiation for 
Peace a Work of infin~te Difliculty~ A 
virtuous and able Minifiry rnay in fame 
fort find the.ir Virtue and Ability brought 
to act againft themfelves, they nHly find 
that their ViB:ories anl~ Succeffes have 
excited fo much Arrogance in thofe who 
had no Share in acquiring them, as to de­
firoy all their EffeC1s; they may fitid their 
V~rtue and Muderation overruled by t~e 
Madhefs of the People, and be thus difa~ 
bled from availing themfelves of a fuccefs­
ful War, in the Attainment of an advan.;,; 
tageous Peace. 4 

.. . . 

I am afraid , Sir, that vour Letter tends 
to increafe and inflam~e this improper 
Difpofition. Yoil are not to be blamed 
for delivering your Sentiments openly. 
The Liberty of an Eng1i(hman, and your 
own Abilities, give you a right to do fo; 
What I blame is your exceffive Attach..;. 
ment to eertain Ohjeas, fo exceffiv;; that if 

A 4 they 
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they iliouldnot be infified upon by the Mi .. 
nifiry, with a Warmth equal to your 
own, you hefitate not to declare to the 
People~ '* that we jbalJ have a treacbtrrous 
ond delujive Peace. This, Sir, is {urely 
a mofi: unjuftifiable Method of proceed­
ing; it is to fow the Seeds of general 
Difcontent in favour of your particular 
Opinions; Opinions, which if they are 
not ill founded, are at leafi very pro­
blematical: I cannot help obferving, that 
your Refentment againfi: the Perfidy of 
the Enemy, has made you feenl oluch 
!no:-e intent upon affronting France, than 
providing deliberately for the Interefts of 
Britain. 

You fet forth with great Strength ofFaCl: 
and Reafon, the treachery of France and 
her frequent Violations of the moil: folemn 
Treaties. You infift particularly on the 
Cafe of Dunkirk: and I admit that you 
could not have chofen a more proper In­
fiance. But I am forry to fee that you are 
even here guided more by old Preju­
dices than by the true Nature of Things ; 
and that you have propafed fuch a Man­
ner of acting, that whilft we are in rea .. 

. ~ Vid. p. :49. of the Letter. 

lity 
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lityonly demanding our honeft and un­
que~ionable Rights, we may have all the 
Appearance of aCting with the moll: wan­
ton Infolence, with the moil: hateful Op­
preffion. 

You propofe to the Two Great Men, 
that, cc /I bifore they enter upon any new 
" ~reaty, or liflen to any plal/ji/}Ie Propo­
ec fal whatever, tbey ought to infyt that 
" Juflice may be done with regard to fir­
" mer Treaties, /hew France the (o/emn 
" Engagements foe elltered into at Utrecht 
" to demo/ijh Dunkirk. "Demand," fay 
you, " immediate Jzijlice on that Article, 
" as a preliminary Proof oj her Sincerity 
" in thi enfuing f..i"egotiation. Tell them 
" with the Firmnejs of 1JJiJe Conquerors, 
" that the Demolition o/Dunkirk is what 
tc YOlt are entitL'd to by '1rt'cties made 
" long ago and violated" and that it jhal! 
" not be fo much as mentioned in the tn .. 
" Juing Negotit:tioll) but complied with bc­
" fore that Negotiation jhall commence." 

Tho' this is a Sort of Language hith erto, 
I believe, unheard in Europe, why you 
confine' it to Dunkirk I cannot im­
agine. Why, v{ould you not have 

, Vide p. 24, 25. 

them 
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them in the fame previous Manner re"; 
nounce all Right to the difputed Parts of 
America? You will I hope allow, that 
the French Encroachments there, are as 
fl1uch againfl: the Faith of Treaties, as 
the Refioration of Dunkirk; and that we 
have full as good a right to expect every 
Reparation of In tereft and Honour with 
regard to the one, as to the other. But 
if all Points wherein the Violation of 
Treaties is charged, ought not, accord­
ing to your DoCtrine, to be fo much as 
mentioned in the enfLling Negotiation, 
but ought to be fettled before that Ne­
gotiation (Llll con1mence; the Bufinefs 
of the Congrefs will be fo very iliort, 
and fo very elfy, as to require no won­
derful Share of that Knowledge, that 
Adroitnefs, and all that Combination 
of Talents,' and Virtues, which you 
demand in a Plenipotentiary; but which 
you are almofi in Defpair of finding 
among our ~ol,dity. To fpeak and to 
act to 1:he Ldter of the InilruClions 
which you give him, intlead of all thofe 
~lifil'atiJns, he need only affume a de­
cifive and dictatorial Tone; to rail abun­
dantly at thofe employed by the Enemy to 
treat with him; to remind them of their 
amazing Fujid)'; *~ to teII th~m tha;theowes 

them 
* h 2~' c. ,. 
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thfm aDifgrace t; to tell them that he can 
have no Dealings with fuch a People; * and 
thus to go through the little that is left 
to be done with as great Airs of Arro­
gance and Superiority as he can polfibly 
affume. Thefe are Accomplilhments in­
deed not difficult to be found, and which 
we need not defpair to meet with at Ar­
thur's, or on the 'Turf. :t 

I do not, Sir, mean to infinuate, that 
the Demolition of Dunkirk is not an Ob­
ject worthy of our regard. It is indeed 
probably not of quite fo much Irnport­
ance, as you think it, and as formerly it 
was thought, whilll: in the Continental 
Wars of King IFilljam) and ~een Anne, 
we neglected our Naval Strength, and 
the due ProteCtion of our Trade. How­
ever, as it is frill an Object, there is no 
doubt but in the enfuing Negotiation our 
Minifiry will attend with proper Care to 
have it demolifhed, according to the 
Tenor of former Treaties. This, Sir, 
we may fay with fome A1furance, will be 
done. But 'that this be done before we 
condefcend to treat) that it is to be a Pre­
liminary to the Preliminaries of Peace, IS 

t P. 25· P. id;. t P. 6. 
an 



[ 12 '1 
an Idea altogether extravagant, and as litt1e 
jufiified by Precedent as by Reafon. That 
thole very Matters for which War was 
declared ihould not be fo much as men .. 
tioned in the N egoti:iltion for Peace, is a 
Principle entirely your own, and to which 
all the Writers on Politicks have to thi. 
Day be-en entirely Strangers. You {eern 
indeed aware of this, and therefore af­
[ert that fuch DemanQs as you propofe 
t" cannot be looked upon as the Info­
.• Ience of a Conqueror, but as the wife 
" Forefight of a People whom dear­
I; bought Experience hath taught the 
a propcr\Vay of doing itfelfJufiice. For 
you obferve fOlne few Lines before, that 
vIe ought cc § to take every Method in 
U our Power to fecure the Obfervance of 
" thofe Conceffions they may tnake; and 
u to infifi upon their giving us fuch 
" Proofs qf their Sincerity before any. 
H Negoiation is entered upon, as may 
" give us fame AjJitrance, that they mean­
cc to be more fait~jul to their future En­
"gagements." The way you propofe 
then of doing ourfelves J ufiice, is to in-
11ft UpO!1 there Demands, as the Compli­
ance with them by the French is fuppofed 

t Vid. p. 9. of the Letter. § Ib'id. 
to 
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to be a Security for their adherirJg to 
the Treaty. 

I {hould, Sir, moil willingly. concur 
with you in recommending any l\;Iethod 
which might fecure their Adherence to 
fochConceffionsas they fhallmake; which 
might draw from them any real Proof of 
their Sincerity, or which would give us 
flme AJlur.tuzce that they llU'an to be Jnore 
faithful to their future EngageJJ1roti: but 
I have confider-ed your Demand in. every' 
Light which I was capable of putting it 7 . 

and after all lam utterly unable to difcover, . 
if Fiance lhould fubmit to the humiliat­
ing Step you propofe, what additional 
Security this will, or can give us, that the 
will keep the Peace that is t.o. enfue. 
whenever fhe i11all find it her Int(j!refi: 
to break it. This Step may indeed be 
2, mqrtifying Confeffion of her prefent 
Weakne(s, but can be no fort cf Secu­
rity for her future Faith . 

. So far from having~ at,y fuch Opera­
tion, there is all the Reafcn in the 
World to expeCt that it would produce 
quite the contrary Effect. A Nation 
which through the N eceffity of its M­
fairs fubmits to T~rz;ns impo[ed [Dr. no· 

other 
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other purpofe than to infult her, feeks 
,he fidl: Opportun ity to wipe off the 
Stain. She will not iook upon fuch En­
gagements as a Treaty, but as an Op­
preffion; and fhe will find a fort of 
Excufe for the Infidelity of her Con­
duct, in the Infolence of ours. Nations, 
like Men, often refent an Infult more 
than an Injury. 

U nreafonble as this Demand may 
be, you however feem fond of it; for 
you again afk, " Can you have any 
" Dealings with a Power, who, if he 
"refufes this, at the very Time that 
"he is treating, affords you fuch a 
cc manifefi Proof that his Word is not 
cc to be relied upon, and that you can­
"not trufi to the Execution of any 
"Promifes ever fa folemnly made?" 
Why not? You may, Sir, undoubted­
ly J;ave Dealings with fuch a Power, 
notwithfianding fuch a Refufal; becaufe 
he only does what is extremely natu­
ral, and extremely reafonable, in refu­
fing to deftroy a Place which is of ufe 
to him in 'Var, before his Enen1Y has 
condefcended to treat for Peace. You 

! Vid. p. 25. of the Letter. 
do 
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do not fure imagine, that any Nation is 
fo ignorant and fottilh as not to know, 
that the voluntary Weakening its Hands 
before a Negotiation for Peace, is not 
the way to fecure it good Terms in 
that Negotiation; and that they may 
well refufe to comply with this igno­
minious and unfafe Condition, without 
manifefiing any Intention of fwerving 
from their Engagements. If it could 
be fuppofed for a Moment that our 
Adminifiration would adopt your Syf­
tern, might not France .in her turn afk, 
and very: reafonably too, \Vhat Security 
we propofe to give, if {he {hould fLlbmit 
to this extraordinary previons Prelirni­
nary,. that we fhall even then con Cent 
on our Side to an equitable Peace? Or 
that this firfr unreafonable Demand may 
not be followed by others frill .more un­
reafonable, whilft we have any thing to 
aik, or ilie any thing left to give? To an­
{wer J7 tZ ~~iClis would found firangely; 
to anfwer otherwife with Confiftency 
is impoffible; and it n1~fi be allowed, 
that fa extraordinary a Demand previ­
ous to a Treaty, would be·a very, bad 
Omen of our Moderat10n in the framing 
it. A Compliance with it would indeed 

mor .. 
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mortif·· the Enemy, but it would add 
nothing to our real Strengfl ; whilfi: it 
would 'alarm ,every Nation l:ear US, and 
affift France in exciting that Jealoufy 
of the Britifh Naval Power, which the 
has for a long Time been labouring 
with great Indufiry, and fame Succefs, 
to infufe into all the Nations of Europe, 
and particularly into the Maritime States. 
You have very well obferved upon the 
Terror which was excited by the Power 
of Lewis XIV. and upon the .gene­
ral Confederacy againft him, \V hich was 
the Confequence of this Power: but you 
have forgot to add, that the infolent 
nfe he made of his Greatnefs, alarm­
ed as much, and provoked much more, 
than that enormous Power itfelf: it 
was indeed the true Cau[e of his Fall. 
Other Nations alfo may be thought too 
po\verful; and they will be thought fo, 
whenever they exercife their Power with 
Haughtinefs. Without having recourfe to 
t a Montcfquieu, perhaps, Sir, it may be 
found that the Roman, the Spollijb, arid 

j: P. 38. And perhaps it might on Inquiry be 
worthy of another Montqquieu to afiiga the 
Caufes of the Rife and fall of the French Monar-
~,~ . 

the 
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the French Grandeur have owed their De .. 
~ienfion to il?-e (arne Caufe ; ,they h~q a~ .. 
~ined a greater Power tha~ th~y had. Wif~ 
dom fufficient to (~irea; for the fake of 
gr~t~fying ,the paffion of the .Day; they 
loft fight of their lalling Intereft . 

the utlnoft rational Aim of our Arn­
~ition, ought t~ be, to p0ffefs" a juft 
Weight, anq Confid,eratio~ in EZ{rope; 
and that the Power of the Nation lhould 
be r~th~r ~efpe~able ~han terrible .. ~o 
effeCt thIs, It mufi: not be employed InVl';' 

dioufiy; it m uft operate ~ifcre~ely and 
~uietly ~ then it will be ~appily fel~ in 
.t5 EffeCts, while it is little feen in viplent 
8x·ertions~ the Genius, and ,I?ifpofi­
:ion of Nations, as well as Men, is 
b~ft diCcerned by the ufe they m~~,e of 
Power. And therefore my, great Objec­
tion to this Part of your Plan, does, not 
trife fto,m the Nature bf the thing which 
,oli defire; my qbjection is t~ ~he Time 
lnd Manner in which you infifi: on hav­
,ng it done; which is as I, apprehend 
:0 outfelves of no kind of ufe, and 
:berefor~ arrogant and unreafonable to, 
wards the Enemy. 

After the Propofal con~~rnjng Dun-
~,. B kirk, 

- ~ . 
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Ilirk, you lay before the Two Great Men 
the other Parts of your Plan. Ana here 
you recommend it to them to difplay their 
Moderation by giving up Guadaloupe, Sene­
gal, and Goree; and their Wifdom by 

. keeping the Poffeffion of every Part of 
Canada. To keep Canada is the Point 
you have principally at heart; * " this is 
" the Point you fay invariably to be ad­
ee hered to, "this is to be the fine qua non 
cc of the Peace," and unlefs it is, we (hall 
~' have a treacherous and del1fiive Peace." 

Before I examine the jufinefs of thofe 
Motives that make you fo ftrenuoufiy at­
tached to this ObjeCt, and fo indifferent to 
every other; I {hall beg leave ro remark 
upon the Confequence you deduce from 
the Poffibility that Canada will be given 
up, " that we {hall have a treacherous 
cc and delufive Peace." 

The Views which every State ought 
to have at the making of Peace, may 
be reduced to two. 

1ft. To attain thofe Objeets for which 
file went to War. A'nd, 

"! Vid. p. 34. . . . 
2dly. To 
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,dly. To receive fame reafonable In­
lnification for the Charges Q)e has 
JCred in carrying}t on. Without open­
avowing fome :t Views oj Ambition, J 

Nation can pofllbly claim more. 

rhis admitted, Sir, I aIk upon the 
: Head; Whether the PofI"effion of 
rada, properly fo called, was ever one 
:hofe Objects for which we began the 
lr ? Was it ever mentioned as fuch 
any of dur Memorials or Declar3-
lS, or in any National or Publick Act 
atfoever? 

the true Cau[e of the War, our real 
l indifputable Right, is well known. 
r Claims were large enough for Paf-: 
ion and for Security too. And will 
1 fay, Sir, that if, in the beginning 
thefe Troubles, France influenced by 
)read of the Exertion of the Britijh 
wer, had acknowledged thefe Claims, 
I given up Nova Scotia, or Acadia, 

: P. 4. of the Letter. As his Majefry entered into 
War not fwm views of Ambition. 
'. 33. This Plan is perfeCtly agreeable to that 
,deration expreffed by his Majefiy in his Speech. 
J. The Poff~ffion of Canada is no view of AI71bition. 

B 2 with 
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with its ancient aDd true Boundaries, 
had demolilhed their Fort in the Pro­
vince of New York, had removed them­
{elves from the Ohio and renounced all 
claim to that Territory, and that on thofe 
Conceffions the Minillry had then ceafed 
from Hofiilities, without acquiring or 
even claiming Canada, will you fay that 
we fhould have had a treacherous and 
delufive Peace? You will hardly ven­
ture to affert that we lhould. And 
is a Peace made after France has felt 
the Force of Britain, and fubmitted to 
that Force, to be more treacherous and 
delufive than if {he had made it from 
an Apprehenfion only of the Confe­
quences? Is a Peace to be treacherous 
and delufive, if we do not get on that 
Peace, what we never claimed as our 
Right before the War? Is a Peace treache­
rous and delufive that puts us in poffef­
fion of a Territory larger than' feveral 
£ourifhing Monarchies? Is a Peace de­
lufive and treacherous only becaufe fome­
thing is left to the Enemy? 

But you do not aiTert that we have any 
original Right to Cl7J7ada; nor do you 
fay that the Conceffion of thofe Boun­

daries 
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daries which we have claimed do not 
give us a vail: Territory aQd an advan­
tageous Barrier. You go upon another~ 
which is indeed the only Principle which 
you make ufe of, but which you are of 
opinion is fo ftrong '*" as to filence the 
" French Plenipotentiaries, and to con­
ce vince all Europe of the juftice of your 
Ie demand." 

CC Aik the French what Security they 
" can give you if we refiore Canada, 
cc however refirained in its Boundaries, 
" that they will not again begin to ex­
ec tend them at our Expence." 

The French Plenipotentiaries, Sir, olufl 
be very extraordinary Advocates to be fi­
lenced, and Europe as extraordinary a 
Judge to be convinced by fuch an Argu­
ment. France, Sir, tnight anfwer, that the 
'can give no fuch Security. No Nation 
whilfi: independent can give it. And 
'therefore no fuch Security {bould be 
defired. To defire the Enemies whole 
'Country upon no' other Principle but 
that otherwile you cannot fecure your 

• P.~ 3. of the' Letter. 

B3 ()wn, 
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own, is turning the Idea of mere De,: 
fence into the moO: dangerous of all 
Principles. It is leaving no Medium be~ 
tween Safety and Conqueil:. It is never 
to furpofe yourfelf fafe, whilfi your 
Neighbour enjoys any Security. Indeed 
fuch a ~eilion, after the Matters dif­
puted in the War have been adjufied,. 
is an Avowal of fuch an unreafonable Am~~ 
bition, that I trufi you will never be fe­
~onded in it by any Englijh Man or 
Englijh l\1inifier. For it is a ~efiioQ 
that extends infinitely in its Con fe­
quences, extends (for any thing I can fee 
to the contrary), to the utter Del1:rua:io~ 
of Mankind. For whilfi ever we have 
FraJ7l-'e, or any other Nation on our Bor­
ders either in Europe or in America, we 
mull: in the nature of things have fre­
quent Difputes and Wars with them; 
"and we mult fuppofe, at leafi, as often 
'as we ar~ fuccefsful, that the Enemy is 
in fault; that is, we muil: Cuppofe the 
Enemy had provoked us to take Arms by 
the Violation of fome Treaty, or by the 
Invafion of forne undoubted Right. The 
Bufinefs ot a Peace is to, adjufi and to de­
termine thefe Difputes; but after the 
~nemy has agreed to our original, De-

mands~ 
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mands, if we. go on to den;land Security for 
the Frefervation of Pea\.-e; what lets do 
we demand, than that they lhould yield 
puanCtrlves ·bQund Hand and Foot· up 
to our Mercy? Let our Borders be ever 
fo e~tended~ as long as we have any 
N~tiQn near us, we muft have the fam,e 
pifputes, the fame Wars, and we muft 
den:tand, llpon your Principle, the fam.e 
Security at the Conclufion of a Peace. 

There was a Nation indeed, which I . 
. anl fure we refenlble more in COUf age, 
.~han in Ambition and Injufiice, whIch 
,frequently ufed to demand fuch a Cau­
·tion: and fuch a Caution they actually 
. did require from the Carthaginians, when 
Jhey intended it as 3. Prel;lninary to 
the utter DeftruCtion of that People, and to 
the molt notoriouG Breach of F;lith upon 
their own fide. Their Puetence was 

_ exattly yours; that the Enemy was a Nation 
_ perfidious to a Froyerb; a: People whom 
,no Tre~ty \. could bind. They ufed the 

. ,Punica in the facn~ malln~r that you d,? 
the Galliea Fides. 1· need not 'inform 
you, Sir, what followed: and indeed 
it was impoffible that fuch Principle~ 

. and . P{(;t§n.f~ns CQlJl~ epd:·ju any thing 
Of • 'B 4 but 



{ 24 ] 

but the total DefiruCtion of the Van1 
qui!hed . 

. I do not fee why th~ Arguments you 
· employ c~ncerning a Security for a peace-
· able Behaviour in Canada, would not 
.be . equally cogent for calling for the 
fame' Security in Europe. They are 
· our Neighbours and dangerous ones here 
as well as there; the Low Countries, 
Lorain, AlJa~e, !hew us that the French 
Monarchy has beeq, at leall, as intent 
upon extending its Dominion in Europe, 
as it can be in America; we know that 
they have tried all the Methods of War, 
of Treaty) and of Marriages, to en large 
their dangerous Empire. ~ut {Ell, dread­
ed as they are in Europe (and much 
more to be dreaded than ever they 
were in America) if we could be fo hap­
py to fee, what I fear we never thall fee, 
a Confederacy to reclaim their Ufur­
pations, what would we fay to the In­
folence of thofe who, on your Principle, 
thollid demand all France as a Security 
that they thould not make the like U fur~ 
pations for the future. 

~ut~ Sir, our real D~pendence for ke~p­
~ng 
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'lng Prance, or any other Nation, true to 
her Engagements~ mull: not be in de­
manding Securities, which no Nation 
whilft independent can give, but on our 
QWQ. Strength ~pd our own Vjgilance. 

To fay th~ Truth, we owe our Lo1res 
in America as muc~ to our own Supine­
nefs as to the Frenfh Perfidy. Our l\1i­
pifters have heretofore atted in regard to 
America, as if they expeCted from a 
Magic in the Contract, that it would 
perform itfe1f. They took no Steps to 
~nforce it. But from the Wifdom and 
Vigour of our prefent Adminiftration, I 
1hould expeCt another Cond uCt. As foon 
as Fra!1~e is happily reduced to cede us 
fuch Boundaries 'as may be thought pro­
per to ,demand, the fame Spirit that has 
conducl:ed the War, will maintain the 
Terms of the Peace. Inftead of leaving 
Fral1ce at liberty to build Forts at her 
pifcretion, 'Englijh 'Forts will be faifed 
at fuch Paffes, as may at once make us re­
fpectable to the French, and to the Indian 
Nations. God forbid that we {bould . . 
depend on the Sincerity of our Enemy. 
Every wife Nati~n will rely on its own 

, W~tchfuln~fs, ~nd on its own Strength, 
to 
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to ma.int~in the Terms, they opHge their 
Enemy to give theIp; and wh.oever ex­
pects aq.y Qt~e,r Dependence, will find 
lliQlfelf th~ Dupe. 

To fupply any Defect that may be in 
your own Authority to' perfuade this 
Meafure, your favourite Meafure of re­
taining Canada, you call in the Aid of 
our American Colonies; and tell us, 
" thoztgh Care fhould be taken to keep all 
," that we have claimed, flmething more 
,cc nzzifJ be done,' or our ,American Coloni~s 
c,' ~wiJI tell you, )'Olt have done nothing." 
On what Authority this is fo pqfitively 
,~fferted to be the Language of our Amerz'­
. can Colonies, you have not told us. ,1 hope 
JUld believe that you have been lnifinform-
ed. But if our American Colonies iliould 
1;>e fo abfurd and ungrateful to tell us, after 
all the Blood and Treafure e~pended in 
their Caufe, that we do nothipg, if we 
do not make Conquefts fqr them, they 
mull: be t'lught a Leffon of gIe_at¢r Mo­
deration. If with a Superiority of at leaft 
ten to one, with a vall: and·advan~g~ous 
Barrier, with the proper Precautions to 
ftrengthen it, under the Pro~e~on of a 
~reat N cwal Poyver, they 91nn~~ tpink 

them-

I 
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~bemfel ves fecure, they mull: bl~llle thei~ 
own Cowardice or Ignorance~ :~na_not the; 
'~eafures of their Mot~er Country; wh~ 
is bound to provide for their Happi~efs an4 
Security, and not for thei~ vail} A:mbi .. 
#00, or grQun~efs F ear~. 

The Idea of fecuring yourfelf, only by 
}.laving no other Nation near yo~, is, I 
~mit, an Idea of American ~xtrattion .• 
~t is the genqine Policy of Savages; and 
it is owing to this Policy, that England 
and Prance are able at this Day to difpute 
~he Sovereignty of Deferts in America, 
.to. which neither of us would otherwife 

~. • j,.. • 

'b~ve had any right. 

As we pretend no original Right to 
Canadp, that we can very rationaUy fecure 
ourfelves in North America without the 
.J>olfeffion of it~ will; I apprehend, need 
very few Argunlents to de~onfirate. I 
.hav~ already obferved upon the, vaLl: Su­
periority of Men that we hav~ thel:e ; fuch 
.~ SuperioritYJ that 1. anl alway,s. aftoniili­
ed when I think on the unaccountable 
Conduct that' has ever mad~ -Prance an 
J3nemy to .be apprehended on, th~t Con­
~ine.nt. We are in North Americfl not ' .... '-" .. ... -. -' '. - .~ ., . .o~IY 



[ 28 ] 

only a greater Naval, but a far greater 
Continental Power. Our Superiority in 
Point of· Situation is no lefs vifible. If 
added to thefe Advantages, we acquire ~ 
on a Peace all thofe important Pofts 
and Communications, by which alone 
Canada became in any Degree dangerous 
to us, I cannot fee why Canada, weakened, 
fhipped, confined, and I may fay bound 
down, will not be infinitely in more Dan­
ger, in cafe of any Rupture between the 
two Nations, from our Colonies, than ours 
can be from it. 

I cannot help ob{erving, that among 
all your Ideas of Security, and that in par­
ticular anxious as you are for the Secu­
rity of North America, you {hew little re­
gard to (hat of the Weft Indies. Our Ca­
ribbee Hlands muil: be ever infinitely in 
greater Danger fr0m Guadaloupe, than our 
North American Colonies can be from 
Canada circumkribed as it ought, and as it 
is prefumed it will be. The French have a 
real Superiority in the Wefl Indies, and they 
have once made it to be feverely felt. 

If, as it has been {hewn, we may beyond 
an,. rational Fear fecure ourfelves with­

out 
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Qut the intire Poffeffion of Canada, we 
can defire it in Preference to our other 
Conquefis only on Account of its fuperior 
Value. Though you have not at all infified 
on this, yetleft this may he thought one of 
your Motives to that great Preference, and 
it is fure the heft Motive you could have 
had, we will confider the Point fomewhat 
at large, and this will bring us to the fe­
cond of thofe leading Ideas, that ought 
to guide a Nation in a Treaty of Peace; 
that is, to acquire a proper Indemnification 
for the Expences of the War • You are 
not one of the Number of thofe who 
think we ought to give up nothing in a 
Peace. You do not claim Canada on a 
Principle of Right. We have examined 
it on the Principle of Security; the only 
~fiion that now remains to be difputed 
between us is, whether Canada be a better 
Indemnification for the Ex pences of the 
War, than all our other Conq uefis put 
together; for you give up all the reft with 
great Eafe, and infift on this only. 

Before w'e enter into a Comparifon be­
tween the Value of our Acquifitions in 
the WejI Indies and thofe in Canada, I 
muft beg leave 1'0 take forne notice of 

vour 
J 
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your Reafon, your only Reafon, foP 
giving up the Ifland of Guadaloupe'*j 
" that we have already fo many Sugar 
cc Iflands of our own." If any Argument 
could poffibly be drawn from our having 
Abundance of Territory, furely it holds 
much more firongly with regard to Nor!/) 
America, where one of our Provinces 
alone has more Land than ours, and all 
the French Sugar Lands put together. If 
we have in the Wt/t Indies Land enough 
for Sugar, furely we have Land enough 
in North America for the far lefs valu­
able Commodities, which are produced 
on that vaft Continent. On what Grounds 
you are pleafed to think the ke~ping a 
great Sugar Hland an Acquifition of little 
Confequence, I am unable to compre­
hend. You know furely that in one of 
our Hlands, the greateft of them, we 
labour under a fort of Monopoly, and. 
under other Difadvantages, hard, if not 

P. 33. The Pofreffion of Guadaloupe; an additional 
Sugar Ifland, when we have fa many of our own, ought 
not to be infified upon fa frrenuoufly as to make it a ne­
celfary Condition of the Peace; and though Senegal and 
Goree are of real Importance in the Slave ana Gum 
Trades,our own African Settlements have hitherto fup­
plied us with Slaves fufficient for our American Purpofes • . 

lm-
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impoffibl~ to be remedied., You know 
that another Ifland, I ti1ean Br!JaiJoe'S~ 
formerly one of our beft, is at prefeni 
much exhaufted; fb that the Produce; 
and the Profit made on that Produce, 
diminilhes daily; and that the reft, except. 
perhaps Antigua, are quite inconfider­
able; fo inconftderable, that the lfiarids, 
which ~s dependents ,on Guudaloupe ate 
fcarce mentioned, are much rpore valua­
ble. It Was no {ooner found that the King 
of Denmark was intent on fettling the 
Ifiand of Santa Cruz, than fome confi­
derable Planters immediately removed 
thither, and it is now almofl: \>vholly 
fettled by the Englijh. Many have aCtu­
ally Interefts in Martinico; and G!loda­
louIe was fcarce taken when our Plant~rs 
flocked thither, and immediately made 
conditional § Purchafes, fenfible of the 
Superiority of this Iiland and the Defects 
of our own. 

In Confequence of thofe .Wants, a,nd 

§ I (ay conditional, bee3u(e fheCapihIlation has 
rendered it impolJible to make an abfolute Purchafe; 
but they have already made Contratl:s to purcbafe, 
if the Inand remains to us, and have 'fab::n poffef­
.iaon of Plantations by virtue.of {acb ~.mr;i&'. ' 

Dif~ 
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Difadvantages, our Sugar lfiands prod Lice 
little more than what {erves the home 
Confumption ; and that too at a v~ry ad:. 
vanced Price. From the foreign Marke~ 
we have before this War been almoft 
wholly excluded. France fupplied all the 
Markets of Europe, and fupplied them 
in a great meafure from the Produce of 
ihis very Ifiand, which you efteem fa light...; 
Iy. When we confider Things in a Com..: 
mercial Light, it is the foreign Marke~ 
which ought certainly to have the greatefi: 
Influence. Thofe who fupply the home 
Confumption purvey to our Luxury; 
thofe who fupply the foreign Market 
adminifi:er to our Wealth and to our 
Power. 

To {hew you, Sir, bow much the 
Sugar Tra4e might contribute to the 
Wealth and Power of any. Nation, by 
what it formerly did contribute. to o~rsJ 
and what for a long Time pafi: it has 
contributed to t~at of France, I will lay 
before you fame FaCts, which are, Sir, of 
a Nature infinitely more convincing than 
the warmeft Sallies of the moO: lively 
Eloquence. About the time of the Tteaty 
of Utrecht wo fupplied the greateft part 

of 
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"fthe SugarConfumption throughout Eu­
rope. France, far from f:ontending with us 
in the foreign Market, took from us agreat 
part of what they ufed at 'home. From 
the year 171 5 to 17 I 9 we exported one 
Year with another J 858o Hoglheads of 
Sugar; but from 1719 to 1722 we fell to 
lefs than half.> for we fent abroad hut 9064 
tommunibus Annis. We continued regularly 
on the decreafe to 1739, inwhich Year our 
Sugar Export had fallen to 4078 Hog­
{heads. Since that time, it has fallen almoft 
to-nothing. No\v let us turn the other 
fide, and view the Sugar Trade of France 
fince the fame Period, the Treaty of U­
trecht. At that time the French exported no 
Sugars. But mark" Sir, the Revolution in 
1740, when the BritijhTrade in thilt Ar­
ti<;:le W~S in a manner annihilated; France, 
~'fter ferving her Home Confumption at 
a very eafy Rate, exported no lefs than 
80,000 HogGleads qf Sugar, which, with 
the Gains of the Commiffion, &c. ,vas re· 
puted to be worth to France more than a 
Million Sterling, to employ 40 Ton of 
Shipping; and 4.000 Seamen, f01ely in 
bringing from the Weft Indies to Europe. 
Thefe, Sir, are FaCts that proclaim loudly 
the Advantage of thore Hlands to Franee 
'whilft they were inher PoffeHion; and de-

o C clare 
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clare no lefs fl:rongly the Advantages 
which mufl: accrue to Britain, if the could 
attain the Poffeffion of one of the v.ery 
beft of them. EaCts thefe that ought 
not to be pafTed lightly, until you can 
1hew fomething like them in favour of 
the Plan you fo warmly en1brace, which 
cannot I believe be done. I therefore 
Sir, cannot help thinking that your Rea7 
fons for rejeCting Guadaloupe, on the Prin .. 
ciple oj ()ur ha~'ing Sugar Land enough, 
are not near fo thong, or the Matter fo 
well weighed, as the Importance of the 
~fiion deferves. 

But let us fee what the Value of this 
Canada is, in Comparifon of which you 
rejeCt all our other Acquifitions. ' 

Unluckily for your Argument, you 
yourfe1f inform * us at your;":; fetting out, 
that the French fet very little Value upon 
this Poffeffion, and that they have even 
deliberated, whether it !bould not be en­
tirely abandoned. 

If in the Hands of the French, who 
have no other Northern Colony, from 
whence to fupply their Iflands with 

., P. 30, and 33. 

Lum-
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Lumber, Corn,. and Provifion, Canizda 
was' of fo very: little Importance, what is" 
it like: to prove in ours, who have (uch>­
immenfe TraCts' fo much more conve­
niently fituated: for that-Trade, and who 
can eafily- fupply five times the Confump­
tion of ours, theirs, and all the other We)f 
lndia Iflands put together; and that tOOl 
at -a much -eafier. Rate than they can poC-­
iibly; have thefe Things at from fSanada. 
But I do not infift upon this Argument~ 
though it is ftrong againfi you, becaufe' 
I do not believe that -Franc!? has (uch a 
difregard for this their only confiderable· 
Po1Tel1ion in IVorth America. It is a great' 
while fince they thought of giving it up ;­
and they are long convinced that it is of 
fome ufe to th~in) independent of their 
Hopes of encroaching on our Poifeffidns. 
Aik tho{e, Sir, -who lately faw Ca/7ada, if 
it had the Face of a Colony which the 
Mother Country was \veary of holding? 
I believe, Sir," they will lell you that the 
Cultivation of the Lands, ·the N unlber 
and N eatnef3 of the Hourts, the wann 
Condition of the Inhabitants, by no Means 
feemed to ilnply that they were- negleCted; 
by France; but evinced rather that this' 
Colony was the Object of her very te,­
d¢r. .Concern. 

There 

• 
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There are, independent of the Opinion 
or Defigns of France, many Reafons why 
we {bould not think Canada a valuable 
Exchang~ for our Conquell in the Weft 
Indies. Canada, fituated in a cold Cli. 
mate, produces no COInmodity, except 
Furs and Skins, which ibe can exchange 
for the Commodi:ies of Europe; and con­
fequently ibe can have little Returns to 
make the Englijh Merchant. We know 
what trifling Returns we have, from fame 
of our own very flourilhing Colonies in 
America. The whole Trade of Furs 
and Skins, which Canada carried on with 
France, fell thort, in its moll flourHhing 
State, of 140,000 a Year. The reft of their 
Produce, with regard to the Market of 
Europe, is as nothIng. A very great Part 
of the Value of thofe Furs was returned 
from France in the Article of Brandy, 
without which the Trade with the In­
dians for their Beaver and Deer Skins 
could not be carried on. But as an En­
gliJh Plantation, Canada muft fupply itfdf 
as all the other Englijh Plantations do 
with Rum; eIfe they will be obliged in­
tirely to relinquifh the Fur and Peltry 
Trade, which is the only valuable Trade 
they have. But let it be confidered how 

they 
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they can come to the W'e/111Jdia l\;farket 
from the bottom of the River St. Laurence, 
with the grofs and cheap Article of Lum­
ber and Corn, on a footing with our Colo­
nies, many of which are not three Weeks 
Sail from the Leeward Iflands. They 
could neither trade with Europt, nor with 
the Wefl Indies, with any tolerable Advan­
tage; not with the Weft Indies, becaufc 
they muft be underfold in that Market; 
not \vith Europe, becaufe b~ing fo under­
fold they cannot have the Rum that is 
neceffary for the Indian Trade, which 
keeps up their Commerce with Europe. 

Indeed whilfi: Canada is in the Hands 
of France, the Skin 'frade may be kept 
up fo as to be an Object; becaufe the 
Return for thofe Commodities, brings 
back the Brandy with which they are 
purchafed: and thus the Trade is kept 
alive by a continual Circulation. The 
bulkier Articles of Corn and Lumber 
may likewife continue a Branch of their 
Trade, becaufe it is their Intereft to 
fupport by every Method the Vent of 
thefe Articles in their We.fl Indies in Pre­
ference to Foreigners. But Canada in 
our Hands can have no fuch Preference, 

C 3 and 



[ 38 ] 

and therefore from its Situation cannot 
be on an Equality in the _ Weft India 
Market; and fronl which Market alone 
it is that they, as a Britij,~1 PoiTeffion, can 
derive the Spirits, or thofe Matedals for 
Spirits, withom which the Fur and Peltry, 
their C?nly Trade, muil: certainly perilh. 
Thefe Principles appear to me fo well 
ground~d, that I think it no Prefumption 
to prophefy, cc if that Place fhould ever 
" be ours, the Fur Trade of Canada muil 
cc inevitably come to little or nothing .in 
cc a few Years. 

But let us extend our View a little far­
ther; let us fuppofe that if, infiead of 
aiming at the entire PoiTeffion of North 
America, we confine ourfelves to thofe 
Limits which \\-e have always claimed 
there; .~ nd that Canada is reftored to 
France, curt~ileJ i11 [nch a nlanner as 
to [ecure the Ohio Cour~try, and the COln­
munication of t~le u.1~e~~. The Country 
to the Southwaro ... ~ ~~ke Erie, and near 
the Oi7io~ is the greatefi Indian Hunting 
Country in f'.Torth America. If this Ter­
ritory lhould rerflain with us on a Peace, 
it naturally draws to us all that Trade 
which depends upon the Hunting of 
Deer and Beaver; and if this Country 

lhould 
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Jhould be further fecU'red to us) by the 
Poffeffion of Niagara, which is a .Poil: 
li)f infinite Importance, and intirely com­
mands the great Lakes of Erie and On­
tario, I cannot fee how it is poffible to 
keep the far greater Part of the Commerce 
of North America out of our Hands. 
The indians muil: every where be in­
tercepted before they can arrive at the 
French Colony, even fuppofing (what can 
never be) that the French could entice 
them thither by~l1ing cheaper than our 
Dealers. 

Thus without aiming at the total Pof­
feffion of Canada, by eftablilhin g proper 
Linlits, and by fecuring them properly, 
we may draw to ourfelves a great Part 
of that Trade which mull: give Canada 
itielf any Value, in the Eyes of a com­
mercial Nation. 

. So t~at the ~fiion, Sir, is not, whe­
ther Canada extended to the Ocean by 
a Poffeffion of the River St. 1ohn, and 
a great Part of Nova Scotia, encroaching 
upon, and menacing New rork and New 
England, commanding exclufively all the 
Lakes and Rivers, whether fuch a Coun­
try ought to 'be kept i.n Preference to 

. C 4 Gua-



Gutldaloupe, and our otherConqueft ; bu~ 
whether Cauoda, {hipped of thefe Advan'!" 
tages, and confined to its proper Bounds, 
confined to the Northward of thofe Lakes, 
and Rivers, be a better Acquifition than 
our rich ConqueH in the Weft IndieJ. 

If we compare the Value of the 
Returns of Canada, even whilfi it flourilh'!" 
ed mott by its Encroachments upon us, 
\vith thofe of Guadaloupe, we {hall find 
them in no J?egree of C~petition. The 
Fur Trade, whofe Value is before men":' 
tioned, is its whole Trade to Europe. 
But Guadaloupe, betides the great ~n­
tities of Sugars, Cotton, Indigo, Coffee, 
and Ginger, which it fends to Market, 
carries on a Trade \vith the Caraccris and 
other Parts of the Spanijh Main, which 
is a Trade wholly in the Manufactures of 
Europe, and the Returns Jar which, are 
almofl: wholly in ready Money. With­
out efl:imating the Land~ the Houfes, the 
Works, and the Goods in the Uland, the 
Slaves, at the lowell: Valuation, are worth 
upwards of one Million two hundred and 
fifty thoufand Pounds fterling. It is a 
known Fact that they make more Sugar 
in Gliadaloupe, than in any of our Iflands, 
~xcept Jamaica. This Branch alone, 

befide" 
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befide$ the Employment of fo much Ship­
ping, and fo many Seamen, will produce 
clear 300,000 per Annum to our Mer­
chants. For having fufficient from our 
own Iaands, to fupply our Home Con­
fumption, the whole Sugar Produce of 
Guadalfiupe will be exported: and will 
confequently be fo much clear Money 
to Great Britain. And, Sir, the whole 
Produce of Canada, though it were all 
exported from England, and exported 
compleatly manufaCiured, would not a­
mount to the Value of that tingle Ar­
ticle unmanufaCiured: nor would it em­
ploy the one twentieth Part of the Ship­
ping, and the Seamen. But this, though 
the largeft, is not the only Produce of 
Guada/ot:pe; Coffee, which in our l11ands 
is none, or a very inconfiderable Object, 
is there a very great one. They raife 
betides, great Qu~ntities of Indigo and 
Cotton, which fupply Materials for our 
beft and moll: valuable Manufactures, 
and which employ many more Hands 
than the Increafe of the Hat Trade; 
propofed by the keeping Canada can do. 
This Bland is capable in our Hands, 
gf being improved to double its prefent 
Yalue; whereas Canada in our Hands 

would: 
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would not probably yield half what it 
did toFlfance. 

There is, Sir, one Argument I. would 
ufe particularly to you, who are fo ftrong­
Iy fenfible of the Inconvenience Dunkirk 
is to us from its Situation. Surely there 
is not afingle Word you fay, in refpeCl 
to Dunkirk, that does not hold as ftrong­
Iy in regard to Guadaloupe, fituated in the 
very Heart of our Leeward lflands, and 
there infefting one of the moft advan­
tageous Branches of the Britijh -Com­
merce. It is not to be denied but that 
Ellglijh Coafier and the London Trader has 
fuffered by the Dunkirk Privateers; but 
their Loffes this War have not been near 
fo conilderable as that of the We.ft Indies, 
and above all of the North ,American 
Traders, whofe Interefi, I believe, you 
will not difpute to be of fome Importance. 
Aik, Sir, the North American Traders, 
aik the People of the Lee'lvard lflands, 
what -a vaft Security they thought it to 

their Trade, that Guadaloupe thould be 
in our Hands? Our Iilands were fo annoy­
ed from thence, that they fcarce confidered 
.it in any other Light than as a Neft of 
Privateers: they were furprifed on going 

there, 



:[ 43 ] 

_there, to find a Peoplerich6F ,than in 
:any of our own lfiands; and Land fo 
-muf;h better than their _own, tha,tmany 
-of -our rich 'Plariters -have aIr.eady ,ma.de 
:t conditional a>urchafes :thefe. 

Not to confine -our 'Views Calely -to a 
-CoQlmercial Point" give me leave to men­
tion on~ great Advantage, that in a po­
litical light ,mayarife from our PoiTcffion 
of Guadaloupe. It is very 'Well,~(lpwn 
that the Hand of -Government is heavy on · 
the Proteftants of France, many of thefe 
,Peqple are already efiablilhedin -this 
Ifland, and they have Connexions of every 
Kind with thofe of their own Perfuafion 

, at HOlne; and may we not hope and ex­
pea that this lnay be an Induceooent 
to many others to make this their Re­
treat, and that the Colony may be enrich­
ed by them? 

In ,iliort, Sir, in whatever light ;you 
view the Uland of GuadalO$tpe, yo.u ,will 

t I fay crmditiontll, beca.ufe th~ C~pjtulationrendered,it 
jmpoffiblefor them toma,ke abfoltttePurchafes; but they 
have poffeffed themfelves of -Plantations~ by Contract: 
to purchafe them if the Ifland remains to Great Britain. 

c - -. \ ..... 
find 
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find it a mofr valuable and a mon: dertre­
able Object. Do you alk to deprive your 
Enemy of an advantageous Poft, from 
whence he might materially moleft your 
Trade in Time of War? Do you with to 
extend your Trade in Tjme of Peace, and 
to have a new Market for all your Ma­
nufactures? From being fcarce able to 
fupply the Home Confumption with Su­
gar, do you defire to be foremoft at the 
foreign Market? This Ifland, Sir, of 
Guadaloupe, that you efieem fo little, will 
anfwer all thefe Ends; Ends fo material, 
that I truft, Sir, that the Stone you have 
rejeCted, will be made the Corner Stone 
in the Temple of Peace. 

Therefore, Sir, I muft repeat it, that 
I am not a little furprized that you {bould 
pafs over in a manner fo carelefs, and 
with fuch extreme Superficiality, a Point 
fo very material and interefiing as this, to 
tell us that*" thePo1feffion of Guadaloupe, 
cc an additional Sugar Ijland, when we have 
cc fo many of our own, ought not to be Jo 
" jlrenuoujly infijled upon as to make it a 
cc necdfory Condition of the Peace." Had 

• P. 33-
you 



[ 4S. ] 
you taken the Pains to -inform yourfelf of 
the Facts neceffary for making a J udg­
ment on this Matter, or had you duly at­
tended to them, you could not pollibly 
have {aid that it was not to be infified 
upon, and in the fame Breath afTert, that 
without Canada we £bould have a trea­
cherous and delufive Peace. 

You fay a great deal, and with Reafon, 
upon the Value of our * North American 
Colonies, and the great Increafe our Trade 
has had from that Quarter. But you pafs 
by with very little notice, how much 
both the Trade of England and the Trade 
of thefe very North American Colonies 
owes to the lflands. 

You look upon thefe Iflands only as 
an inferior dependent Part of the Britijh 
Plantations which you fcarce think worth 
while to mention j but becaufe I think 
you are under foole mifiake in this Point, 

• If notwithftanding our having loll feveral Branch­
es of Commerce we formedy enjoyed in Europe and 
to the LefJont, we have Hill mote Commerce than 
eyer, a greater Demand for our ManufaCtures, and a 
vaft Increafe of our Shipping, what can this be owing 
to but to the Trade of our own Am&rjean Coloniesl 
Vide the Letter. . 

J.~ 
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in addition to thofe Reafons, whicH· have­
been given to lhew the Preference of 
Guadalf)upe in particular to Canada, there· 
are fome Facts, which I beg leave to fub.: 
mit to your Obfervation, concerning Set .. · 
tlements on the Continent of North Am(­
rica and Plantations in the Well Indian 
Hlands. Though it Inay be a ne\v Idea,. 
I £hall not hefitate to fay, that an Ijland 
Colony, is always more advantageous than 
a Continental one, for the Mother Coun .. 
try. 

The Inhabitants of the Wefl Indian: 
Iflands never confider themfelves as at' 
hOlne there; they fend their Children to 
the Mother Country for Education; they 
themfe1ves make many Trips to the Mo­
ther Country to recover their Health or 
enjoy their Fortunes; if they have· Am ... 
bition, 'tis hither they come to gratify it. 
I need not, I fuppofe, obferve to you, how> 
many Gentlemen of the WeflIndies have 
Seats in the Britijh Haufe of Commons. 
I might I believe v-enture to fay, there 
are very few who have inherited Planta.­
tions in any of our Iflands, who have not 
had an European Education, or at leaft. 
have not fpent [orne Time in this King-

dom. 
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dpJ1\- .. Many who have Plantations reo­
c~veand.fpend .the. whole Profit'S of them 
~re~~ without ever- having even feen the 
Weft Indies. If the: Co'mmerce' w.ith the 
Weft Indian HlandS' had even been in fome 
r~p_ects.againn us, thisCircumfiance alone 
would. turn the Ballance in our favour; 
but- this in truth is very far from. being 
the Cafe~ The Trade we carryon 'with 
that. Part of the World is as happi~y,cir .. 
cumftanced as Il:nagination coulc\ form it. 
T.~,Wdl India' Iflands lie in. a. Climate 
different. totally from: ours. The natural 
P~o9uce therefore. io.terf€res- in·no refpect 
with that of England. . Their Produce is 

-only- fuch as, the Tafi~ and Turn of our 
Man.ners call for; but demand fo 

, . , . , 

frrongly, that if we had them not from 
our. own Colonies, we muft· purchafe 
from Strangt;rs. The COlnmerce be­
tween the Mother Country and a WqI 
Indian Hland is natural and eafy: it needs 
in no refpetl: to be forced or managed: 
ther are mutually formed for each other: 
nehher is there any fort of fear that: the 
Hlands·inthat part ot the World iliall ever 
make this Commerc~defs eafy 0.(. lefs ad­
vantageous. The extreme Dearnefs of Pro­
viUpl1 will never. fuffer ~l)em) hoW mpch 

foever 



foever they may be inclined, ta fet up any 
fort of Manufactar hich may interfere 
with o~r F.abri, 0 that .thef~ Colo .. 
nies, by theIr ve ture, SituatIOn, and 
ProduCts, by what they have, and by 
what they want, are kept necelfarily con .. 
neCted with and dependent upon Eng­
land, and muft ever be fa, as long as 
we are able ta protect them. Let us 
now examine, Sir, whether the greateft 
part of the Plantations which we poffefs 
or defire in North America, can come in 
competition with the Iflands, either in 
the Advantages we derive from them, or 
in the Certainty of holding thofe Advan­
tages for the future. With regard to the 
Eflates in North America fpent in ·Eng­
land, I may affirm that from Nova Scotia 
to Maryland and Virginia there are abfo­
lutely none; yet in this Tract are the 
four Provinces of New England, the great 
Countries of New rork, PenjyhJania, and 
the two JerJeys, Places highly fiourilhing 
in Commerce, and abounding with Peo­
pIe: even to the South ward of this Line 
there are few Efiates either in Number or 
Value fpent in England. 

In North America the Climate is not . 
III 



in general unfavourable to an European. 
Confiitution, and it is fuch in which Men 
fond of Rural Diverfions may pafs their 
time agreeably. The truth is tho' their 
Efiates fupply them with plenty to live at 
home, they do not furniili Money 
enough to (end them abroad. Excepting 
Proprietaries, I do not remenlber that this 
vail: Continent fupplies our Houfe of 
COlnmons with one fingle Member. 

To view the Continent of America in 
a Commercial Light, the Produce of all 
the Northern Colonies is the fame as 
that of England, Corn, and Cattle: and 
therefore, except for a few Naval Stores, 
there is very little Trade from thence di­
reCtly to Ellglalld. Their own Corynmodi­
ties bear a very low Price, Goods carried 
from Europe bear a very high Price; and 
thus they are of Neceffity driven to fet 
up Manufactures firnilar to thofe of Eng­
land, in which they are favoured by the 
Plenty and Cheapnefs of Provifions. In 
faa, there are Manufactures of many 
Kinds in thefe Northern Colonies, that 
promife in a iliort Time to fupply their 
Home Confumption. From New Eng­
'and they begin even to export fame 

D things 
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things manufaCl:ured, as Hats, for in­
fiance. In thefe Provinces they have 
Colle2:es and Academies for the Educa-.:-
tion of their Youth; and as they increafe 
daily in People and in Indu!hy, the Ne­
ceffity of a Connection \vith England, 
with which they have no natural Inter­
courfe by a Reciprocation of \Vants, will 
continually diminilh. But as they recede 
from the Sea, all thefe Caufes will operate 
more ftrongly; they will have nothing to 
expeCt, they 111Ufi live whol1y on their 
own Labour, and in procefs of Time will 
know little, enquire little, and care little 
about the Mother Country. 

If, Sir, the People of our Colonies 
find no Check from Canada, they will ex­
tend themfelves, almofi, without bounds 
into the Inland Parts. They are invited 
toit by the Pleafantnefs, the Fertility, and 
the Plenty of that Country; and they 
will increa[e i:1finitely from all Caufes. 
What the Confequence will be, to have a 
numerous, hardy, independent People, 
poffeffed of a {hong Country, communi­
cating little, or not at all with England, 
I leave to your own Reflections. I hope 
'we have not gone to thefe ilumenfe Ex-

pences~ 
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pe.nces, without any Idea of fecuring the 
Fruits of thenl to Poflerity. If we have, 
[ anl Cure \ve have aCted with little Fru­
gality or Forefight. This is indeed a 
Point that muft be the conaant ObjeCt 
Df the Minifter's Attention, but is not a 
fit Subje~ for a Difcuffion. I wiH there­
fore exp;ttiate no farther on this 'Topic; I 
lhall only obferve, that by ea~c:]y grafp­
ing at extenfive Territory, we Inay run 
the rifque, and that perhaps iil no very 
diftant Period, of lofing what we now pot-­
fefs. The PofTeffion of Cmwdt!, far from 
being necefTary to our Safety, IDay in its 
Confequence be even dangerous. A 
Neigh bour that keeps us in [ome A we, is 
not a1 ways the \Vorfi of N eighbours. ~~o 
that far fl:om facrificing GZilld .. -;::lfpe L) 

Canada, perhaps if V.fe might hare 
Canad,]' without any Sacrifice at all, we 
ought not to defire it. And, befides the 
Points to be confidered between us 2.nd 
France, there are other Powers ,,,,ho ~\vi;1 
probably think themfel yes intere n:~d in 
the Decifion of this Affair. There is a Bal­
ance of Power in Anuria: as well as ill 
Ellropea which will not be forgotten; and 
this is a J)oint I ftouid len.)£!- eXj>[{j,-:! 

D ' , 
2 ':':'C ~i:.~ 
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'l1)ozdd flmewhat have engaged your atten­
tion. 

With regard to Senegal and Goree, I 
concur with you in not making them the 
principal Object of our Negotiations at 
the Congrefs '* for a Peace; but it is upon 
Principles very different from yours. You 
defpife the Ajrican Trade, and confift­
ently enough, becaufe you feern to lay 
little weight on that of the Weft Indies, 
which is fupported by it; but the Re­
duCtion of the Price of Slaves, the whole 
Trade of Gum thrown into our Hands, 
and the Incrcafe of thofe, of Gold and 
Ivory, would make even thofe P1aces a 
far better Purchafe than Canada, as might 
I think be {hewn without much ditlicul­
ty. But I do not infifi: upon it, becaufe 
1 thin k \Jve ought to be as moderate in 
the Terms of Peace, as is confii1:ent with 
a reafonable Indemnification, and becaufe 

'* P. 33· Senegal and Goree, though of real Im­
portance in the Slave and Gum Trades, our own 
African Settlements have hitherto fuppJicd us with 
Slaves fufficient for our American Purpofes; and the 
Gum Trade is not perhaps of Confequence enough 
to make U:. amends for the annual Mortality which 
\VC already lament of our brave Countrymen to guard 
(Jdr .4ft i.ali COI.queib. 

too 



[ S3 ] 

too I know in the Nature of Things, 
that it is, impoflible to retain all. In one 
word, I will not venture, Sir, to fay, 
we have a treacherous and delu{trz..1{ Peace, 
unlefs the Peace is made in Conformity 
to ~y Ideas; for there may be Rea (on·s 
that neither you, or I, Sir, can poHlhly 
be acquainted with, which I may make 
this not proper to be infiO:,ed upon; but 
I will take upon me, Sir, to fay, that if 
by this War we gain Guadaloupe, vie gain 
as great an Acquifition as ever this Na­
tion gained by any Treaty or any War, 
and if it is pollible to retain this, we need 
not afk for lnore. 

At a Congrefs, Sir, in the Face of that 
Auguft Aifembly, formed by the Repre­
fentatives of the Chrifiian World, \ve 
1hall there exhibit ourfelves in our 
real CharaCter, and {hew all the Powers 
of Europe what they are to expeCt from 
us, and how far they oJJght to WiOl the 
Continuance and Increafe of our Great­
nefs. Therefore any (hew of arrogant 
Superiority, any unmeafurable Claim, any 
avaricious Grafping, though they nlay 
feern immediately to fall upon France, 
are in effett Menaces to every other 

D 3 Powe·r. 
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Po\\"et. But if Moderation is neceffary 
there, wIlt_'n the War is ended, and when 
~'e aCt as a Nation, how much more ne­
cefrary is it to p~ivate Men, whilfi the 
War fiiH continues with that Uncertainty, 
v .. hich mull: always attend the moll: proF­
perolls Fnrtune. You cannot forget In' 

this ve1"y Year, what an AfpeCl: our Af­
fairs in Clrn.'.171), ",,'ore, before the glQrious 
Battle of Milldtn; and you cannot be ig­
norant how much this mull: have affecled 
in a Negotiation for Peace. Things are 
not yet decided there; they look ind~ed 
favourable, but not favourab1e enough, 
either with regard to his Majefiy's Army, 
and 11ill lefs with regard to the King of 
Prujjio, to entitle you to prefcribe Terms 
in the Stile of a Roman Dictator, even 
if any Fortune could entitle you to do it. 
Let us, Sir, ufe a little Moderation in our 
happy Hour, that we may at all Events 
pre[erve an Uniformity' of Conduct, and 
~lot aCt meanly, if, contrary to our Wi(hes:, 
any reverfe of Fortune thould oblige us to' 
be moderate. I iliould indeed think it 
~he more neceffary in you to have been 
fo, as you have not, in my humble 
Opinion, chofen your Objects very pro­
perly. France, Sir, though beatcrn in all 

( " 
~arters 
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~~rters of the WorId, wodl:ed both by 
Sea and Land; though the Credit of her 
Arms and her Finances are impaired, the 
is not yet totally ruined: nor, as I con­
ceive, brought fo low as the was in the 
War of ~en Anne. Yet, Sir, you will 
be pleafed to remember) that by the 
haughty Detneanor, the unreafonable 
ExpeCtations, the arrogant, I may fay, 
ridiculous Demands of the AIres, the 
happy Hour for making. Peace on the 
moil: advantageous Conceffions ,vas fuf­
fered to efcape; until FaCtion had Time 
to raife its liead in England, the Pofiure 
of Affairs to change Abroad, and the 
Fortune of the "Var to vary in fo many 
Particulars, that the R.cfult of all our 
Succefs and Arrogance was - the Treaty 
of Utrecht. The M. de "Torey's lVleo10irs 
are a lively PiLlure of this ConduCt and 
its Confequences. 

I have, Sir, attentively, and I hope it 
will be allowed fairly, examined your 
principal Argulnents. You will give 01e 
leave now to obferve a little upon f0l11e 
Things of leis Confequence, which lye 
detached fron1 one another here and there 
in your Performance. 
. D 4 I refpect 
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I refpeCl: the Zeal which you {hew for 
the Intereft of your Country: but I think 
that Zeal has tranfported you much too 
far in your RefleCtions on the ConduCt 
and Capacities of our Nobility. If the 
.Eafinefs of their Fortunes hurries many of 
them into a Life of Diffipation and Plea­
(ure, that has ahvays been the Cafe, be­
caufe it is the natural Confequence of 
Youth and Affiuence. This, if we may 
truil: our W fiters, was the Grievance of 
other Ages and other Countries as well 
as ours. 

This vVa.r is principally, with regard 
to us at lea!!, it j.:;, an American War. 
When I confider this, I own my Eyes 
are involuntarily led, as I believe thofe of 
moft Perron:; are, to the few who from 
their Inclinations, their Studies, their Op­
portunities, and their Talents, are o1ade 
perfectly Mai1:ers of the State and In­
terefis of our Colonies. There cannot be 
many, therefore we cannot eaGly be mif­
taken. Nor can 've, when we cafl our 
Eye en the noble Perfon to whom we 

.I 

owe the judicious Settletnent of that 
frcntier COiOilY, whofe Capiral gratefully 
bears the Tide of its Founder, by any 

l\1eans 
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Means defpair of an able Plenipotentiary 
at a Congrefs, ,vhere for the firft Time, 
our own national Interefi ,,,ill be the 
principal Object of Negotiation. 

I admire, Sir, with you, the noble 
Struggle which that great Prince Ollr Ally 
in this War, has made againfi fuch a 
Combination of great Powers as meant to 
deftroy him. I could willi for his Vir­
tues, and profefs I almoft expect from his 
Abilities, that he will fiin extricate him­
(elf from all the Toils that furround him. 

It mull, however, be remembered, that 
it is not to his ConneCtion with us, that 
he owes his Difirefs. He has not, like 
the unhappy Prince of H~1Je 1011: his 
Country twice, by ~dhering nnnly to 
Great Britain, in a ~rrel intirely 
Britifh. We found him befet with Ene­
mies, our Interefis coincided) we made 
an Alliance, and I am [ure he has already 
found in Great Britain a moil: ufeftit 
Ally, and I believe he always will find in . 
her an Ally faithful to her Engagements. 
But, Sir, there is a bound to every thing, 
t Let us in your own 'Yords learn for the 

t P. 42 • 
future 
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future to prefer our O'lPJlt Intere/l to that ~f 
others; to proportion our Expenees on the 
Continent to the immediatt Expellees if our 
own Country, and never to aJIi{t a New Ally 
rw'ith:;ut remembering how mueh we did for 
our Old one, and wbat retZtrn we have had. 
We fee plainly, Sir, by the Conduct of 
Great Britain at this Hour, that the Mi­
nifiry is not inclined to let this Prince fall 
for \vant of a due Affifiance; but fure 
while \ve affift him fa m<'verially in Eu .. 
rope, we are not bound tD facrificc our 
Interefis in Od1l:! P<lr~-, ;)i- ~ he W orId. It 
D1ay be a popul~r DCCl:riLe, but I hope, it 
is not a Dc'(-!_rir.e thac will be received. 

t Enthufiafm, S:Il,. is a noble Princi­
ple of Action, but good Senfe and Know­
ledge only mufi direB: the f')lc Bufi­
nefs of a Negotiation. The Protefiant 

t P. 4c, 41. I would inculcate a DoElrine which 
I think will not be unpopular, and which therefore, I 
hope, will not be oppofed by our Minifters, that 
whatever Conque.fl we have made, and whatever Con­
quell: we may fiill make upon the French, except 
North America, which mt1J he kept all our own, 
lhould be looked upon as given back to France for a 
valuable Confideration, if it ((in be the MeallS of 
extrhating the King of Pruffia from any unforefecn 
DiHrelfes. 

Caufe 
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Caufe maintained itfelf before the King 
of Pn!lJia was confidered as its Protector; 
and I truft it will fiill be able to fupport 
itfelf independent of him; it will indeed 
always find a furer Support in the jarring 
Interefi: of the feveral Powers of Europe, 
which will certainly never ceafe, than in 
the Faith of any Prince, which will be 
~lways fubjeB: to change. 

The Circumfiances of that famous '* 
Oppofition in our Parliament to which 
you allude, are indeed but little known. 
It is, however, a Period about which, 
no man is uninquifitive. Your Defcription 
of the Medley which cOITIpofed that Op­
pofition, is fpirited, live t v, and I doubt 
not, jufi: : If you were YOllrfelf eL~',3ged 
in that Struggle, when you had driven the 
common Enemy to the lYall, whether you 
found it convenient at that Tilne to quit 
your Friends, or whether you thought 
yourfelf deferted by them, Tin1e enough 
is now elapfed to have forgotten political 
friend$ips, and perhaps too, to have 

worn 

'* P. 41. P. 35. vide Note. The true Hifiory of 
this Tranfatlion here alluded to, may pcffibly forne 
time or other appear; though, as yet, we are per­
f,1flded that the World knows very little of it. 
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worn out Party Refentments; and in an 
Age fo fond of Anecdotes J and fo Cll rious 
in Characters, affuredly nothing will be 
more acceptable than a true Hifiory of 
that whole Tranfaction. 

It was indeed no undefirable Time to 
have lived, when a Field was opened for 
every Man to difplay his Abilities, and ex­
ert his Talents; if we give the Reins to 
our Ambition, we fhould, Sir, regret 
that where 10 many Jkillful Champions ufed 
formerly to engage and jlruggle for Vitlory, 
{,llt' Mtm jhould at this Day remain Jingle in 
the Field qf Battle. But a1as, Sir, how­
ever mortifying this may be to us as Men, 
furelyas citizens we mufi rejoice that the 
grc:at :vlan, to whofe active Spirit vve in 
a great nleafure owe all our GloJY, our 
Succefs, 1 had almofi faid our very Safety, 
can elTIploy his whole time againfi the 
Enen1ies of his Country, \vithout giving 
a Moment's Care to provide for his own 
Safety. If we confider it, in this Light, Sir, 
{u!:e it mufi be a moil pleafing Contempla­
ti,.-,l' to think, that *" theExtinCtion of fac­
" tl~~S Oppofition, the Unanimity of 

~'every # 

:< P. 2. 
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" every Party, and the Acquiefcence of 
" every Connection, in whatever Scheme 
" is propofed by his Majefiy's Servants." 
fuffer the Speaker without the lea/i De­
bate or OppqJi'tion to take the Chair, only 
to 'vote Millions, and levy 'Ihoufands; 
.. but thefe Millions are voted, and thefe 
Thoufands are levied, for the Defiruction 
of the Enemies of our Country. 

Have a little Patience however; we {ball 
foon, I truLl, Sir, have beat all aUf Ene­
mies, and then we {ball perhaps again 
have leifure to quarrel among ourfelves; 
we may then fee more than one Chalnpi­
on in the Field; we may then lift und.er 
that Banner, which our Interell: or our 
Paffions may direct us to. 

In the nlean tinle, let us thank Pro­
vidence for the prefent happy Situation of 
our Affairs. EveryMan {bould, as far ashe 
can, endeavour to continue that Acquief­
cence, to cheri!h that Concord and U ni­
on, which is indeed fo advantageous to 
our Country; and every Head of a Party 
mufi in this have a [hare in our Acknow­
ledgments for their Acquiefcence. 

But 
* Vid. the Letter. 
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But the two great Perfons you addrelS, 
at prefent engrofs the public Attention. 
The noble Lord has great Merit both to 
his Country and hi5 Prince; his early 
Zeal cannot be forgotten. His extenfive 
Influence, his perfonal Authority, exerted 
as they have been, and as I truft they al­
ways will be, for the Good of his Coun­
try, will always challenge the good Opi­
nion of his Countrymen. Nor will our 
Country forget to do juftice to the attive 
Spirit of that great Man, to whofe un­
wearied Efforts Great Britain is fo much 
indebted for her prefent Glory; to whom 
you and I, Sir, owe it, that ip a War with 
fuch a Power as France we now debate 
whether our Country lhould ufe Mode­
ration. I mean not, Sir, to n1ake any 
Comparifon, for it is not now a Time to 
draw the nice Line between the Merits 
of great Men, or to afcertain exactly 
where the Merit of the one ends, and 
the other begins. Comparifons are always 
invidious, and might at this Time be 
hurtful, and tend to weaken the Bonds 
that unite fo many in the Service of their 

" Country. ' 



· It was no Spirit of Contradid:ion,· Sir, 
that made me take the pains of anf wering 
your Letter; therefore as I canvafs with 
Freedom thofe Points which appear to me 
to be miftaken, fo- with great Pleafure I 
join Han~s where I think what you fay 
is jufi: and reafonable. I agree with you 
inti rely in your Judgment of a Place 
Bill, which would, I believe, be more 
effectual, if not made too violent in its 
ffrft Operation like an Oli1Jeriall felf­
denying Ordinance. Your Judgment on 
Mediators is furely juft and fenfible; and 
\ve may believe the Miniftr.y think fo, 
who have' not employed any Mediation, 
though they have offered Terms to their 
Enemy. 

I might now a~ yours a,nd the public 
Indulgence for anyMiilakes. I have not 

, willingly perverted or miCreprefented any 
thing. I do not pretend to the Credit or 
a \Vriter, but I have endeav6ured to un­
derftand the ~eftion I write upon, as I 
think every M;tn is bound to do who. 
troubles the Public with his Opinions. If 
I am miftaken in what I advance, it does 
not much fignify who the Author of 

wron~ 



wrong Notions may be. If my Opinions 
ate well grounded, and my Remarks juft, 
my Country may receive fome Benefit 
from them; and if fue receives a Benefit, 
it is of little Concern what Hand admi. 

'. 

nifters it. 

I am, SIR, 

Yours, &c. &c. 

FIN I S. 

J ' .. ~ .... 
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I A~ obliged to the Publick fo~ the can- _ 
. dl~ and favourable receptIOn they 
have given to the foregoing Remarks .. I 
was fenfibl-e that Ioppofed& myfelf in 
fome Points, to the pre-vailing Paffions and 
prejudice.sof the People. I did not at­
tempt in point of Eloquence, and Spirit 
to vie with the Perfonnance I under­
took to examine. If therelore I have re­
moved any Impreffions raifed by that 
Letter, which every where tended to 
confirm thofe Prejudices, and to inflame 
thofe Paffions, I can only attribute it to 
the irrefiftible Force of Truth, and to 
the Equity and Moderation of the Sen­
timents I endeavoured to infpire. In thefe 
alone I can pretend to come into any 
Competition with the Author of the 
Letter to the Two' Great Men. 

Since the printing off this Edition I 
have been informed that a Gentleman) 
to w hofe Opinion I pay great Deference, 
does nof think I have· allowed fufficient 
Weight to the Lumber Trade of Canada; 

.. and again, that in confidering our Decay 
in the foreign Trade of Sugars, finee the 
Peace of Utrecht, I have, he thinks, not 
enqugh attended to the vail: Incrfaf.~ of the 
HomeCQnfu,mption J which he {uppo[es 

E to 
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to be the true Cau(e of the Decay of the 
foreign Tra8e. 

I am much obliged to the Gentleman· 
for the Obfervations; they are indeed 
Circumltances) upon which I ought to 
have been more explicit. That the In­
creafe of the Home Confumption is one 

. Caufe why we have loft the Foreign 
Market, I readily admit. I have not any 
"vhere [aid, th'lt our Sugar Produce {ince 
the Period I mentioned, is at all dimi­
niilied; on the contrary, I have reafon to 
know it is confiderably increafed; but 
then ~t has only increafed in proportion to 
our own Wants, and not at all in propor­
tion to the Foreign Demand. The Fo .. 
rei.;n Trade we have clearly loft. Nay 
to fpeak pbin, we do not entirely fupply 
our own l\Iarkets; a great Part, if not far 
the greatefi: Part of the Sugar confumed 
in lrc/aild, comes from Portugal. But 
France, from the Period I mentioned) has 
increa(ed her Produce not .only in propor­
tion to her Home Confumption, which as 
well as ours is rnuch enlarged, but in 
proportion alfo to the Foreign Demand, 
which has increafed in the fame manner 
all over Europe. From being unable to 
furniili her own, {be has fupplied all the 
Ivlarkets which were formerly in our hands. 

Iob-
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'Iobferved this FaCt, I iamented it, and 1 
propofed a Plan in fome meafure to re­
move it, a Plan which might make us 
fuare at leafi: fome Part of the Market with 
France. The Addition of a new Sugar 
Ifland, I do not fay probably will, but 
aCtually mufi: let us into this Market in 
proportion to its Produce. We can know 
if we pleafe to the utmoft ExaCtnefs, 
what the Sugar Produce of Guadaloupe 
was before the War, and then we may 
know with equal ExaCtnefs what we lhall 
have to export if we keep this Hland, 
and what Advantages Great Britain muft 
certainly reap by that Acquifition. All 
this depends on FaCts; any thing elfe 
is uncertain, and in Speculation at bell. 
We do not know, that by any Scheme 
for the further Culture of our own Iflands, 
we can produce 'more than Sugar enough 
for our Home Confumption : Nay, we 
know almofi: beyond a doubt, that they ne­
ver will produce much more, becaufe our 
Caribbee Iflands are cultivated to the ut­
moft Extent; and as for Jamaica, that 
Ifland has not near fo much Land fit 
for Sugar, and convenient for Exporta­
tion, as is generally imagined; and if 
it had, yet it i~. the 'lnterefi: of all the 
. Planters there, to keep things on their 

E 2 prefent 
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prefent Footing; for they avoid harra[:5-
ing, and wearing out their Land, they 
bring it gradually into Culture, they 
keep IIp the Price, and they gain a 
very br~e Prc·fit on their ?tock. That 
they rea[on in this manner is evident, 
becaufe the Produce of Jamaica has 
been many years nearly at the fanle 
Point. I believe we {hall find it very 
difficult to nlake any Change in this 

- Particular,; and I OV/!'l I do not ex­
r,~a: great Mauers ftom any Scheme 
which depends for its Succefs, on mak­
in~~ many People relinquifll what they 
ilnagine to be their Interdl:. 

As to Lumber, whoever confiders the 
Extent of our Colonies in America, their 
Situation, and the extreme Woodinefs of 
the Soil in mofi of them, will eafily fee 
that they can more than fupply all tge 
f//tlt Iildies \\' ith that Article, and will pro­
bably be ~lble fo to do for Centuries to 
<-orne. 'rho' it was the Interefi: of 
France by every means to encourage the 
'Trade of Luolber from Canada, yet Cn­
"'Jlzl/a, favoured as it was, never was able 
o fupply the French Hlands, \vhich are 
'~,lmoil wholly furnilhed with Lumber 
. ~'on1 our Colonies: ami if with all 
the Encourageolent of the lVlother 

Country, 
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Country, Canada was not able to [up­
ply the French Iflands, I lhould imagine 
the could have lefs chance of fucceed­
ing in that Trade, if in our Poffef ... 
fion, as {he could not then hope for any 
particular Indulgences. The Lumber is 
a very grofs A rtide, and attended with 
'very fmall Profits; and it is abfolutely 
neceffary the Freight !bould be extremely 
light, which from fuch a Diftance as the 
habitable part of Canada is from the 
Weft Indies, it could not poffibly be j and 
this is perhaps the reafon why we in Eng­
land .have never been able to fupply our­
fel ves with Deals and Naval Stores in 
any ~antity from our Colonies. 

Upon all thefe Confiderations taken 
together, my Opinion for keeping of 
Guadaloupe in preference to Canada was 
fou~ded; for having fecured thofe Bounds 
which were the primary ObjeCt of the 
War, I imagined that there was a Point 
in which, whiHl: we fecured an Indem­
nification from our Conqueft, the Frtnch 
and we might have Advantages in fome 
meafure· reciprocal, and that thus we 
might make a Peace agreeable at once to 
Equity and to our Intereft. For the 

. French abound, "and we are deficient in the 
\ Wifi Indies; the cafe is reverfed in North 

. - J1nle-
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America; and the Propofal of retainirtg 
Guadaloupe and leaving to them a part of 
Canada, is perhaps the on,ly Point in 
which, I [uppofed, and I hope proved, that 
the French can give us what they want 
lefs than we do, and receive in return what 
i.s far lefs advanJageous to us than it will 
be to them. I muft own it appeared to 
me tobethe happieft Groundin theWorld 
for a Peace, the way to which I tho~ght. 
and frill thinks ought to be as little per ... 
plexed with Difficulties as poffible. I 
thought this more expedient, equitable, 
and praCticable, than the Plan propofed 
in the Letter. 

I have thus attempted toanfwer thefe two 
ObjeCtions. For when Men of Knowledge 
and Candour do me the honour to obferve 
upon any part of my Argument, I .!hall al­
ways think myfdf bound to examine their 
ObjeCtions with the utmoft Attention; if 
they appear to me well grounded, I 
111all think it no Shame to retraCt my 
Opinions publickly; if they do not con­
vince me, Iafhall think n1y time cannot 
be better employed than in endeavouring 
to remove them. But it would be a 
very improvident wafie of my own and 
nly Readers leifure, to take the trouble 
of anfwering Objection; of another 'Stile' 

.nd 
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and Character; fuch are thore inferted in 
the Gentletnan's Magazine, which arife 
from a total Ignorance of the Subject, 
~nd from an entire Mifunderfianding or 
Perverfion of my Notions, from ,the Be-· 
ginning to the End of the Paper. 

When I' ventured to trouble the Pub­
lick with my Obfervations, I W3S perfuad­
ed that in deliberating a Plan for Pacifica­
tion, nothing could be at once more ufe­
lefs and illiberal than thofe Arguments 
for exorbitant Terms, which are drawn 
from Confiderations of the Enemy's Per­
fidy. For they tend to increafe that na­
tional Partiality, which is eVer the great­
eO: Obfi:ruCl:ion to a fair Agreem~nt, and 
{erve to no other Purpofe,' than that bad 
one, "of leading our Attention from our 
Interefis to our Refentments; and how­
ever' they make a Performance popular 
for a Day, they will inevitably difgufi: all 
PeaRle '~f Judgement, who know that 
fuch Topicks never can be admitted in 
the Mahagenlent of publick Bufinefs, and 
~llat they are wholly remote from the 
Stile which civilized Nations ufe towards 
each other when they come to negotiate. 
There are indeed manywarm, and perhaps 

~ well-meaning People, but certainly very 
much deceived, who imagine, that a 

, Man's 



, Man's Zeal for his Country is to be efH­
nlated by the Paffion with which he 
expreffes himfelf againft the Enemy. 

• They confider an inflamed Declamation 
as the Language of Patriotifm; and hav­
ing heated their Imaginations with hor­
rid Pitlures of their Enemies, they come 

, at laft to think it' no Injufiice in then1-
[elves to do thofe very things, for which, 
they fo abhor and abominate others. 
But for my part, as I never thought it 
right or prudent arrogantly to demand 
what we filay be obliged 1hamefully to 
renounce, I have always thought that 
Moderation, Moderation at Ieaft in Lan­
guage, was what becarne every Condition 
of Fortune; and that without it, Prof­
perity in particular, is never refpeCtable, 
and not always fafe: and I rejoice from 
my heart that we are now in fuch a State, 
d:~!t I may with Propriety apply to my 
Co~ntrymen thefe beautiful Lines, which 
if they were not written, were at leafi re~ 
vifed and approved by one of the gr{!atefi: 
Captains of Antiquity, ~.nd one who con­
tributed the moft to the EmbeIHG1!r.2n.taS" 
well as the Grandeur of his Country. 

~(am eJtis moxume , 
") 

Potentes, Diles, Fortunati, 'Nobile!, .. ". 
7fam maxume vos ~quo aniJno requa nofcth~ 
Oport(t ; ji vos r4.'o!tis perhiblri probos. " 

FIN I S.," .~ .. 
• ~, A 
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