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A 

SHORT STATE 
OFT HE 

COUNTRIES and TRADE 

o F 

North A MER leA. 

T is obvious, at firft View, that the 
Northern American Continent is more 
extenfive, and far exceeds the whole 
Continent of Europe; as it extends from 
the North ward of the Polar Circle, to 

8° of Northern Latitude, and Europe is bounded by 
the 35°th of North Latitude; and in Breadth, from 
Newfoundland to California, is above 70° of Lon
gitude. It is alfo obvious, that the Spanijh, French, 
and BritiJh Colonies, do not occupy the third Part 
of that Continent. But the Hudfon's Bay Com pan y, 
by their unlimited Grant, pretend to all the Re
mainder of it, much greater than the Half of Eu
rope, as they claim all the Countries and Seas be
yond the Entrance of the Streights commonly call'd. 
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Hudfon's Streights; and on the Eafr Coan: of Labra
dor, from Davis's Inlet in 560, in whatfoever La
titudes they lie, not poifeifed before the Grant by 
any of his Majefty's Subjects, or any other Chri
fban Power. 

This extenfive Country and Trade, they have, 
under that pretended Right, and exorbitant Grant, 
locked up from all his Majefty's other BritiJh Sub
jects, for about 80 Years; and alfo all the Coun
tries and Trade beyond it, that might have been 
difcovered and improved during that Time, under 
Pretence of their exclufive Grant of Trade, tho' an 
ill~gal Monopoly, being without Act of Parliament; 
and the Navigation to thofe Countries is confined to 
three or four Ships, tho' capable of employing many 
Hundreds; and the whole Trade is engroffed into 
the Hands of Nine or Ten Perfons, fcarcely known 
by People in Trade, who are perpetual DireCtors, 
or rather Dictators, having bought up near nine Iorhs 
of their pretended or imaginary Stock, never allow
ing it to come to publick Sale; and by that Means, 
as each has a Vote for every 1001. he has in Stock, 
the few others, who have any Shares in their Stock, 
have no legal Right of infpeEting into their Books, 
Qr enquiring into their Management of the Trade; 
but mui1: tamely fubmit, and accept of whatever 
Dividend is made to them, without having a Power 
to call them to Account for their Conduct. 

In order to prevent the Publick, or Merchants in 
Britai", from enquiring into the Trade of thofe 
Countries, they conceal it as much as poffible, and 
confine their Trade to a fmall Capital, their Exports 
not exceeding 3,600/. annually, at a Medium; 
and to difcour.lge others from enquiring into it, or 
attempting to trade to, or navigate thefe Sea~ they 
~ay and pretend, that the Countries adjoining Hud

J'Jii'S Bay are in 10 inhofpit.lble a Climate, and fo 
exceffi vely 
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exceffively cold, that no Perfons can be induced to 
inhabit it; that no Kind of Grain or Pulfe can grow 
there, for the exceffive Cold and Ice; that the Ri
vers are unnavigable, and for that Reafon no Trade 
can be carried on, in the inland Countries, up the 
Hivers, or Lands be cultivated there; that the Na
tives are fierce and inhofpitable; that the Seas are 
dangerous, and the Navigation thro' the Ice almoft 
impracticable; and further to conceal from the 
Merchants in Britain thofe large Countries, and the 
Navigation into thofe Seas, the Company alfo pre
vent their Captains and Servants from pubJifhing 
any Journals or Charts of their Voyages., or Difco
veries. (if any were ever made by them) or any 
Charts of thofe Seas; and alfo all Defcriptions of 
thefe Countries, or Knowledge of the Climates and 
inland Parts of that Country, by difcouraging their 
going into the Country, or navigating up the Ri
vers; and under Pretence of preventing their Ser
vants trading with the Natives, they confine them 
to their FaCtories during the trading Time in Sum
mer, whilft the Navigation is open, and afterwards 
employ them in preparing and bringing home Fewel 
for the Winter; and in Winter only allow them to 
trap and kill fome Martins and Beavers near their 
FaCtories, which they buy from them at a low 
.Price. . 

The Company, to engrofs this beneficia'! Trade 
to themfdves, and to prevent its being known, or 
enquired into by the Merchants of Britain, confine 
their Trade in this extenllve Continent, to the ex
porting'of Goods and Manufactures to the Value 
of 3.600l. annually, at a Medium, in which is in
cluded Provillons ~Neceffaries for their Servants 
at their FaCtories; ana for that Export, import an
nually Fqrs, Peltry, {jj':. to the Value of about 30 
Qr 40,0001. when if thefe COLlntries were fettled. 

and 
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and the Trade extended and improved, by civiliz
ing and incorporating with the Natives, allowing 
them a more equitable Trade, and carrying up our 
ManufaEtures into their Countries by thefe large 
navigable Rivers in Summer, and by Sledges in 
Winter, and by that Means employing more of the 
Natives in Hunting, and enabling them to become 
induftriom, our Britifh Exports might reafonably 
increafe to 200,000l. and our Imports from thence 
to above 400,000l. in a very iliort Time, as by 
prefumptive Proofs may be eafily made appear. 

As the Company fet up a Right to the Property 
of all thefe Countries, and an exclufive Trade to 
them by their Charter, I muft beg leave to obferve 
upon that Grant, and their Behaviour under it; and 
how far they have followed and fulfilled the Spirit and 
Intention of their Charter,uponPrefumption of its hav
ing been originally valid, and not a fraudulent Grant 
obtained from the Crown, and :10 Impofition upon 
the King; which, as it is a Grant of a Property of 
Lands without any Limitation or Bounds, is in itfelf 
a void Grant, and can't be claimed againft the 
CroW!1. The Grant of the Crown being in thefe 
Words-- " The fole Trade and Commerce of all 
" thofe Seas, Streights, Bays, Rivers, Lakes, 
" Creeks and Sounds, in whatfoever Latitudes they 
" iliall be, that iie within the Entrance of the 
"Streights commonly called Hudfon's Streights, 
" together with all the Lands and Territories upon 
" the Countries, Coafts and Confines of the Seas, 
" Bays, Lakes, Rivers, Creeks and Sounds aforefaid, 
" that are not already aEtually poffeffed by the Sub
" jeEts of any other Chriftian Prince or State; with 
" the Fifhing of all Sorts of Fifh, Whales, Stur
" geons, and all other Royal Fiilies, in the Seas, 
" Bayo, Inlets and Rivers, within the Premiifes ; 
" and the Fifh therein taken, together with the 

2 Royalty 
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,c Royalty of the Sea, upon the Coafis, within the 
" limits aforefaid; and all Mines Royal as well 
" difcovered as not difcovered, of Gold, Silver, 
" Gems, and precious Stones, to be found or dil
"covered within the Territories, Limits, and 
" Places aforefaid; and that the Land be from 
" henceforth reckoned and reputed as one of our 
" Plantations, or Colonies in America, called Prince 
.' Rupert's Land."-- By the next Claufe, the 
Company are made Lords Proprietors of all the afore
faid Country for ever; the Lands to be held in common 
Soccage, as of the Manor of Eajf Greenwich, pay
ing to his Majefty and to his Succeffors, two Elks, 
and two black Beavers, whenfoever, and as often, 
as they ihall happen to enter into thefe Territories; 
and, by a fubfequent Claufe, not only confirms their 
fole Trade and Traffick to the Countries aforefaid, 
but alfo to and from all Havens, Bays, Creeks, &c. 
into which they fuall find Entrance or Paffage, by 
Land or by Water, out of thefe Territories; and to 
all Nations inhabiting any of the Coafts adjacent, 
which are not already poffeffed by Chriftian Powers, 
or whereof the Trade and Traffick was not granted 
to any other of his Majefty's Subjects. 

So that the Grant of the Lands, Seas, & c. for ever, 
as well as the exclufive Trade, is unlimited, unlefs the 
whole Globe be the Limit, except what was in the 
Poffeffion of Chriftian Powers: For as all Countries 
are granted beyond or weftward of the Entrance of 
Hudfon's Streights, there are no Bounds wrftward; 
and as all is granted, in w hatfoever Latitudes they 
lie, wherever they can find a Paffage by Land Or 
by Water, then there is no Limitation from North 
to SoOth, but from Pole to Pole; only what was 
poffeffed by (:::hriftian Powers. So that all America 
beyond the Meridian of Refolution JIIand, the Eaft 
Entrance of Hudfcn's Streights, a within their Claim; 

. Md 
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and al[o all the Seas and IDe·s bey6nd it; and all 
Ajia, except what is in the R;tf!!an Dominions; and 
Africa, and the Eafl-Indies, except [6 much as is in 
Chrifl:ian Hands, as well as the Monopoly of the 
Trade. 

Except this extraordinary Charrer, there never 
was any proi-lrietory Grant from the Crown, without 
a limited Boundary; rome betwixt Parallels of La
titude Nonh and SOllth; from a fettIed Meridian or 
fix'd Point Eaftward, to another Meridian or fix'd 
Point VI,' (award; either by Degrees of Latitude, o~ 
by the Sp,ings of Rivers, or limited by the South
Sea, as Carolina was bounded, which is a Limit tho' 
a large one; but this Charter has no Bounds· but 
the Globe, confequcntly their Grant was a fraudu
lent I!l1pofition upon the Crown, obtained by Sur
prife, being not attended to by the Officers of the 
Crown, and'murt therefore be voicl frbm the Begin
ning; and an exclufive Trade fdr ever, without 
an ACl: of Parliament, it being a Monopoly, can't 
be granted by the Crown, is alfo a Certainty. 

But fuppofing either, or both, were originally 
good, then it is proper to confider what they have 
done to fulfil the Intention and Terms for which 
the Charter was granted. 

The Charter fets forth, "That whereag the Peti
" tioners for the Charter have, at their own Coll: 
" and Ch«rges, undertaken an Expedition for Eud
" Jon's Ba)', in the N orthwell: Parts of America, for 
" the difcovering of a New Pillage to the South-Sea7 , 

" and for the findin; of fame Trade for Furs. ,Mi
" nerals, 2nd other Commodities; and by fuch
" their Undertaking have made fuch Difcoveries7 

" as do encourage them to proceed farther in Pur
e< [U2\1ce of their faid Defigq, by Mean~ .. whereof 
" there may probasly arire $re~t . -,\dv~nt~ge to us 
" and our Kingdoms.' . , 

" And 
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" And whereas the faid Undertakers, for their 

" further Encouragement in the faid Defign, have 
" humbly befought us to incorporate them, and 
" grant to them the whole Trade and Commerce of 
" all thofe Seas, &c. in whatfoever Latitudes they 
" fhall be, that lie within the Entrance of the 
" Streight::, commonly called Hudfon's Streights, 
" together with all the Lands, &c. which are not 
" oow pofTefTed by any of our Subjetts, or by the 
" SubjeCts of any other Prince or State. 

" Now know ye, that we being deurons to pro
" mote all Endeavours that may tend to the pub
~, lick Good of our People, and to encourage the 
" faid Undtrtaking, have granted, &c." 

From this Preamble, and granting ClaufE', is it 
notevident, that it was granted to the Company to 
encourage them to find out the PafTage to the SoUl/;
Sea, and to find out and extend the Trade for Furs, 
Minerals, and other Commodities, by Means whereof 
great Advantage might arife to thefe our Kingdoms; 
and was it not exprefly granted to promote all En~ 
deavours that might tend to the Good of the Public? 
and in the Grant exprefly called it a Colony, as 
other Colonies of America, to be called Prince Ru
pert's Lend? Vvere not thefe the exprefs Terms 
and Intention of the Grant ? 

Doth it appear, fince that Time, that they have 
fulfilled any of thefe Terms? Have they done any 
thing effectually to c1ifcover the Paffage (,) the 
Southern Ocean; or can they yet afcertain, by au
thentick Charts or Journals, that there is no Paf
!age? If they fent any People, Ships, or Sloops 
upon the Search, inftead of making rnfcoveries, 
rhey have concealed fuch as they have made frem 
the Briti/h. Merchants; and if by their Search they 
lave afcertained there being none, but that all the 
Northweft Side @f the Bay -is a contim.1011S Coaft, 

B then 
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thtn they can produce Charts of the Coafl:, and au
thentick J oumals of fuch Voyages and Search; if 
they have none to produce, it is furely a Demon
il:ration they have made no filCh Search. As to the 
Company's extending the Britifh Trade into that 
North-weftern Continent, or fettling thofe Countries, 
and mZtking it a Colony, as intended and required 
by the Grant; if they have done fa, it is a1fo in
cun:bent upon them to ihew what Settlements they 
have eftabbihed, or what Difcoveries and Improve
ment of Trade they have made, up the Rivers and 
Lakes in that Continent, by authentick Journals 
and Charts of thofe Countries, with tbe Rivers and 
Lakes; which if they can't produce, it is evident 
they have made no Difcoveries, nor have extended 
theIr Trade within Land, nor upon the Rivers, any 
more than they have done by Sea. . 

It will alio appear upon Evidence, that the Com
pany have never [ettled any of thofe Countries, or 
allowed any other of his Majefty's Subjects to plant 
or fettle upon the Lands they claim by their Grant, 
except theIr menial Servants in their feveral Facto
ries ; which are but four large Houfes, under the 
l\ame of Forts, three of vvhich are of Wood, and 
two [mall trading HOllies. That in each of thefe 
large Houfes, they have from 25 to 30 Servants, 
m rime of Peace; and 7 or 0 in the two fmall 
Houfes; in the whole not above 120 ; and in Time 
uf'vVar, not above ISO Servants in the whole; and 
they have not improved or cuLiv:lt-::J above four 
Acres of Land about all their Factorits; nor have 
they extended their Trade b::yor.d thofe Factories; 
ta!(.ing only what Trade the Natives bring to tbem, 
WIthout going IIp the Rivers into the Country to 

trade with the Natives: And infl:c.ld of contradichnp
(his Account, they excuie and jUitify themftlves to~ 
not doing it, by alleging, that the Clim~te is fo fe-

vere, 
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"ere, and the Country fo cold, and Soil fo bad, that 
no Grain will grow near their Factories; and pre
tend that it is colder, and the Weather more fevere 
within Land. They alfo give out, that the Rivers' 
are fo rapid, and have fo many Falls, that they are' 
unnavigable, except with [mall Canoes made of 
Birch Bark; and this only barely afferted without 
Proof, having neither J o1.Jrnals nor Charts to pro
dllce to fupport that Aifertion. 

As to the Inclemency of the Seafons andColdnefs 
of the Climate, we may be Judges of that, by draw
inga Parallel of [he Latitudes there, with the Coun
tries in Europe in the fame Latitudes, and obferve 
the Diary of the Weather at one of their moO: 
Northerly Fact,nies; at York Fort, which is in 
about 57\} 10' North Latitude, which is annex'd to 
Ihis Account, and then fee what Foundation there 
can be for that Affertion. We fhall find Archang~l., 
and all Lapland above five Degrees more northerly 
than their moft northerly Factory at Churchill, which 
is fituated in 59°, and thefe Countries to northward 
of 65°.-- Drontheim in Norway three Degrees 
more northerly, and Bergen and Peterfburg in 
60 Degrees, one Degree to northward of it, and 
.tockholm about half a Degree to northward of it ; 
and yet all the(e Cities are in habitable Climates, 
;md moft of them Places of Pleafure and great 
Trade. 

Riga, in Livonia, a Place of great Trade, is in 
the fame Latitude with York Fort in HaJe's River; 
and Edinburgh, Copenhagen, and Mofcow in about 
56°, the Latitude of New Severn River, whi_ch the 
Company have neglected and defpifed.--Dantzic, 
Hamburgh, and York, in the fame Parallel with 
8lude River, on the Eaft Coaft of Hudfon's Bay, 
where'the Company have a fmall Houfe, and with 
;;quan upon the Weft Side of the Bay, which the 

B 2 Company 
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Company have not thought worth theil' Cal'e, tho· 
it be in 54 .-- Bremen, Bwtin, and Amflerdam are 
more northerly than Albany Factory, which is in 
52°, and London, Bruges, and Brejlaw, are in the 
Latitude of MooJe River Factory in 51° 30', andof 
Ruperts, Frenchmans, and Nodway Rivers, which 
the Company have deferted or neglected.-- Thefe 
furdy can't be called fevere Climates; and by 
fetling higher up thefe feveral Rivers, as they all 
have their Courfes from the Southward, the Cli
mate would frill improve, and the (ountries be
come more temperate by being cultivated, and by 
cutting down the Woods ; for the Climates at the 
Factories are more fevere than within Land, by their 
being fituated among Swamps at the Mouths of 
Rivers, near the Bay; which by reafon of fo much 
frefh Water, contim}es much longer frozen, and 
the Ice much thicker, than further within Land.
Nor does the Objection ufually made, that the 
Countries on the Eafr Coaft of America are much 
colder than the Countries in Europe, in the fame La
titudes, hold here: The ~·.eafon for that Objection 
is this, thar the great Mountains, within Land, and 
frefh Lakes, many of them frozen, and great Tract 
Qf Land to the Weftward, over whieh the North
wefrerly Winds blow great part of the Winter, oe
caGons a much greater Cold in Winter, whilft fro
zen, than in Europe where the fame Winds prevail, 
which comes off the Sea, which being not frozen, 
is much milder than from a frozen Continent; and 
the Coaft on the Eaft Side of Ajia, North of China, 
to Kamfchatki, where the Climate is as fevere and 
~oId, as in Amer:ca, for the fame Reafon, is caufed 
by the North-weft Winds blowing over fo great a 

. Continent covered with Snow. But this can't hold 
in the Countries on the Weft Side of Hudfon's Bay; 

fCl~ 
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for it is known, that the American WeO:ern Ocean 
is at no great Diftance from the Countries weft 
of the Bay; and as thefe Countries are not moun
tlinous, but abound with large navigable Ri
vers, and great Lakes, thcfe Countries from 
a like Parity of Reafon, muft be equally tem
perate, as the Countries in Europe .fituated at an 
equal Diftance from the Atlantic Oce(jn~ and where 
the Countries in Europe are mountainous, very mueh 
colder; as in Switzerland, Bohemia, &c.- But as 
the Journal of the Weather, taken at or near York 
Fort, from Auguft 1746, to the End of Ju.ne 1747. 
hereunto annexed, will prove this FaCt, I appeal to 
it; by which it will appar, tho' under the I nconve· 
nieney of being taken at the Mouth of a River near 
an Icy Sea, which continued long frozen after the 
Ice within Land was broke up, yet the Weather., 
the whole Winter, was as temperate as in the Conti
nent of Europe, in the fame Latitudes; no way 
tempeftuous, but generally ferene fharp Frott, which 
did not prevent any of the Seamen from going from 
the Houfe, and Huts built to fhelter them in the 
Winter, to York Fort, or to the Ships, or into the 
Woods, except fOJ; a very few Days, the whQle 
Winter. when th~re happened a Fall of Snow. 
February and March being generally intermix'd with 
thawing Weather, and by the 30th of March the 
Frefhes came over the lee in the River and Creek, 
which demonftrates that it was breaking up within 
the Country by the Middle of March. 

From this it may appear, whether any Credit can 
be given to their Accol1nc, that no Grain or Pulfe 
wiJl come to Maturity in that Climate, when the 
Country above York Fort, one of their moO: Nor
therly Factories, in st, the Ice broke up in March., 
at a very proper Time for Tillage; when Barley, 

:l ' Oats. 
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Oats, Beans and Peafe, have been tried at their 
more Southerly Factories, and fucceeded well, and 
Pulfi: and Roots, which they have only try'u at 
l"ork Fort, have proved very good; and where 
further within Land wild Oats, or rather Rice, 
grows without Culture in the M:J.r!hes; fo that it is 
evident they only aiIert this to difcredit the Country 
and Climate, and to excufe themfelves for not fet
ding and improving the Country higher up the Ri
vers, where the Climate is warmer, and the· Lands 
dryer and better, than in the Swamps about their 
Factories. 

As to the Company's Objection, that the Rivers 
are unnavigable, from the N_:l11ber of Sharps or 
Falls; fuch of the Company's Servants who have 
gone up NelJon River for feveral Miles, tho' con
trary to their Governors Orders and Inclinations, 
fay, that thofe Sharps, they call Falls, are only 
ftrong, !harp Currents like a Tide, which the Na
tives row up, againft the Stream, in their Birch C~ 
noes; and that our Boats could row up againft the 
Stream with great Eafe; and Monfieur Jeremie, 
who was many Years there a'i Intendant or Gover
nor, mentions nothing of any {uch Falls; and Jo
feph fa France, who came down from the firft great 
Lake to York-Fort. {aid, that the Stream was f6 
eafy, that loaded Boats, {ueh as ours, could row 
up againft it for above 60 Leagues, and fmaller 
Boats go e'i'~!1. to the Lake about 100 Leagues 
higher.- The Falls or Sharps upon the other [{i·· 
vcrs ai-e generally of the fame Kind; {o tlut there 
is feldom any Oecafion to make ufe of Land C ;(1"

riages, and where neceffary, they are not long. 
As ro the Danger of ililing in thofe Seas, it ap

pears to be lefs dangerous than moft other N aviga
tions. The Ships rent upon the Difcovery in 174I. 
and 1746. are L;i:;]r:;,~d fafe; and the Company's 
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Ships trading into Hudfon' j Bay, fince 1714. for 
35 Years, have made their Voyages, out and home, 
according to their Orders, each Year; except. two 
Ships, by the Careleffnefs of the Captain, which 
were loft in the Ice in fair Weather, when he might 
have avoided the Danger. Their pailing the Streights 
Outward-bound, when there is no Night, is a great 
Advantage; and upon their Return from the Bay; 
all the Ice is diffolved, and drove to the Southward. 
out of the Streight, except the large high Wands of 
Ice difperfed in the Streight, which may be avoided; 
and tho' Fogs are frequent near the Ice~ that is al
ways in calm Weather, when there is little Danger~ 
for any briik Gale carries off the Fog. 

From thefe Obfervations from FaCls, it plainly 
appears, that their ObjeClions are calculated to pre
vent Settlements being made up the Rivers in the 
Bay, and to deter others from navigating thofe Seas, 
which, if pudiled, muft certainly ruin their· illegal 
Monopoly, and open the Trade to the reft of the 
BritiJh Merchants. 

As thefe FaCts can't be conteited, if the Obferva
tions upon them are juft, it fhews demonitrably, 
that the Company have not aCled according to the 
Direchon and Spirit of their Charter, and that their 
Excufe for not doing it is lame, and has no Foun
dation to [upport it. 

If the Trade to Hudfol!' s Bay, and the Manner 
the Company carries it on, be next confidered, it 
will appear to be highly prejudicial to the Britifh 
Intereft, and calculated to do as little for the Pub
lick, and as much for their own Benefit, upon a 
fmall Capital, as they can pollibly contrive it. 

The exporting of the Manufactures and Produce 
of the Kingdom, for a reaionable Profit, is the 
greateft Benefit a Nation can have by Trade; by 
ufefully employing our induftrious Poor at Horne, 

and 
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and much more material than importing a great 
~antity of Goods; altho' they fhould prove of 
great Value to the Merchant upon Importation. As 
for Inaance, it is much more beneficial to the Com
munity to fend out 100,0001, value in Goods and 
Manufactures, to bring in 110,000, provided the 
Merchant has Profit fufficient to carryon his Com
merce, than to fend out only 10,0001. Value in our 
Produce and Manufactures, to bring in I 10,000/. 

For the cheaper we can fell our ManufaCtures abroad~ 
fo as to underfe1 other Nations, and yet have a fuf
ficient Profit to carry it on, by increafing our Sale 
Abroad, it mua increafe our Manufatl:urers at 
Home, and keep them fully employed, to the great 
Benefit of the State. 

Now let us obferve how the Hudfon's Bay Com"; 
pany manage their Trade. They make it a prin
cipal Point, to export as little of our Produce and 
Manufactures as they pollibly can, and thofe in the 
moa· trifling Things; impofing upon the Natives 
Ignorance Trifles of little or no Value; for Medi
cines to cure them of all Difeafes, or to make them 
fuccefsful in their Wars, or Hunting; and felling 
fuch Trifles, and the other Iron and Woolen Goods, 
with Tobacco and Spirits, at an unreafonable Price~ 
in Exchange for valuable Furs and Peltry; fame of 
their Exports .at :woo per (ent. Profit, as may be 
feen by their Standard for Trade given to their 
Factors to exchange with the Natives, at the Rates 
they're fix'd, which is annexed to this; yetthe Fac
tors, frill more exorbitant than the Diretl:ors, fell 
their Goods confiderably above the Standard, to 
fhew the Company how zealous they are in raifing 
the Price of Britifh Goods; this they call Gain upon 
the overplus Trade: And thus they import Cargoes 
of 30 or 4°,0001. Value, for a very few Goods ex
ported, !lot in Vahle above 3000/. annually, fo as 

to 
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to have a great Profit to the Company, upon an in
confideraqle Export from Britain, to the great Lofs 
of the Manufacturers of Britain. 

It is from this MifconduB:, that the French carry 
Goods from Canada by Land, and up Rivers, in 
which are many great Cataracts, to the Southward 
and Weftward of Hudfon's Bay, even to the Lakes 
beyond Nelfon River, and there underfel the Com
pany, by giving a greater Price for all the valuable 
light Furs of eafieft Carriage; fo that thefe Natives 
carry only Beavers, and the heavieft Furs to the Com
pany's Factories, which the French can't carry to 
Profit to Canada. 

The fmall Value they get in Britifh Goods for' 
their Furs, prevents many of the Indians from bring
ing them down to their F act:ories; nor can they 
carry down the fixth Part of the Furs they fave to 
their F aCl:ar~~ in their fmall Canoes; and a great 
many Beafts which have fine Furs are not hunted or 
killed, they getting little or nothing for them at the 
Factories, as Squirrels, Ermines, Hares, &c. nor 
can they carry down in their fmall Canoes any Deer 
or Buffalo's Skins, they being bulky, and getting 
little ,or nothing for them; yet many hundred thou-; 
fand might be had from that vaft Continent in a Sea
fon, the Natives, at prefent, killing them by Thou-, 
fands, and let them rot in their Skins; tho' they 
would, if well fav'd, make a valuable Cargo to' 
Britain, and are a great Trade in other Colonies in 
America: So that if [he Standard of Trade was 6x'd 
at a reafonable Price, and Settlements made up the', 
Rivers, and People were allowed to go into the In~ 
dian Country to trade, by the Rivers and Lakes in 
Summer, and upon Sledges in Winter, the Trade 
might be increafed Ten-fold; and inftead of 40,0001. 
value, now imported, we might, in Furs and Skins' 
alone, brjng home 400,0001. Value; and export!· 

C 200,0001. 
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200,0001. Value in our Produce and ManufaCl:ures-.. 
To {hew that this is no extravagant Computation" 

let the Nature of the Bay Trade, as it is now car
ried on, be confidered, and then it may be feen how 
much it may be increafed. A Beaver Skin gene
rally fells, by the Parcel, at the Company's Sale 
here, at a Medium. for nine Shillings. The Com
pany generally had 50,000 Beaver Skins from York 
Fort, 20,000 from Churchil River, and about as 
many from Albany and MooJe Factories, and from 
Slude River, until they loft great Part of that Trade 
to the French, by allowing them to fix a Factory at 
St. Germain, upon the Head of MooJe Ri'Vcr. By 
the Account given by Jofeph la France, a good 
Hunter can take 5 or 600 Beavers in one Winter? 
but can only carry down to the Factories one Hun
dred in a Canoe; [0 that above three 4ths, at leail:y 
are not brought to Market to the Factories. Thofe 
they can't carry down are made Coverings for the 
Natives, and fpread as Beds to lie upon, and. with 
Deer-Skins are Part of the Covering of their Tents ; 
fome of them are hanging as Efcutcheons Upon 
Trees on the Death of their Children; and frequently 
th~y bum off the Fur, and roaft the Beaver in their 
Skins at their Feafts, as being their moil: delicious 
Food; if they have more, they lie by and rot, hav
ing no farther Ufe for them, having no Conve
nieney of carrying them fo far to Market; and 
getting fo fmall a Price for them, moft Part in 
Tr~fies, at the FaEtory, as may appear by their fix'd 
Standard for Trade, hereunto annexed. 

From this. it is evident, that if our EngliJh Goods 
and ManufaEtures were carried up into the Country 
to the Natives7 by navigating the Rivers in Sum

: mer, or by Sledges in \\Tinter, and Families fewed 
ll.pon the Rivers, where there were any Falls or 
Sharp~, with Horfes and draught _Cattle to afiiJl in 

tranfporting. 
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tranfporting heavy Goods to other Boats built above 
thefeFalls, to carry our Goods into the great Lakes; , 
and the BritiJh Goods were bartered at more equitable 
Rates; and Duffields, Strouds, Blankets, and other 
courfe Woolen, and Iron and Copper Manufactures, 
which would ferve them for Coverings and Clo~ths, 
and for other Conveniencies, were carried to them, 
that then the remaining three 4ths, now loft to Bri
tain, would come to Market; and by fettling an 
.equitable StandaYd with the Natives, at different 
Places, according to the Merchant's Expence of 
Carriage, Trouble and Rifque, greater Numbers 
would be employed in Hunting, both of the Indians 
and Europeans, who would fettle ,-here; and by our 
obliging the Indian Nations to live in Peace with 
each other, and by civilizing them, and thereby 
enabling them to get Provifions with more Eafe and 
Certainry, by which their Children would be no 
Charge to them, they would breed and increafe bet
ter; their Want of Food, and erratick Way of Life 
at prefent, makes it a Prudence in them not to marry 
early, or to have many Children; [0 that by our 
Protection and Affiftance in procuring them Necef
faries cheaper, the Furr Trade, in a little Time, 
would be vaftly increafed. 

There comes at prefent near [00,000 Beavers to 
England from Hudfon's Bay, befides what goes to 
Canada from the Countries adjoining it; if there
fore we would underfe1 the French, as we eafily may, 
by a very modeft Computation, above 300,000 

might be imported annually in Beaver, above 
I30'000!. in Value: And as there are no Deer
Skins now imported, except a few Moofe, Elk, and 
Red Deer drefs·d; as there are immenle Numbers 
of Deer in thofe Countries, even as far North as the 
Polar Circle, which the Indians now kill, ufing fre
quently nothing but their Tongues, leaving them to 

C 2 rot 
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rot in their Skins, by giving a reafanable Price for 
them up in the Country, and bringing them down 
the Rivers in Boats, or by Sledges in Winter and 
Spring, at a mouerate Computation above 400,000 

might be imported annually, in Value above 120,000/. 

As the French give as much for a Martin as for a 
Beaver, and the Company infift upon three inftead 
of a Beaver, ail, or the great eft Part of thefe va
luable Furs, being light and of cafy Carriage, go 
to the French; bllt if we would give a proper Price 
for them, we might have the whole, and many 
more would be trap'd ; of thefe we might import 
annually 200,000 at leaft, which generally fell here, 
at a Medium, for above 7 Shillings each; but at 
5 Shillings would amount to 5°,0001. Of Ermines 
and Squirrels, which the Company don't make an 
Article in their Trade, of which there are great 
Numbers, and only a few brollght home by the 
Sailors clandeftinely, above ioo,ooo might be an~ 
nually imported, which are fold here to the Furriers 
at 2 Shillings each, and wOtjld amount to at leaft 
20,0001. To thefe, if we add Moofe Deer, Elks, 
Red-Deer, Wolves, Wolverines, Foxes, Black, 
Grey, Red and White, Cats, Bears, and Otters. 
which at a reafonable Computation wou ld amount 
to, in Value, 100,0001. By thefe Articles alone, our 
Imports would amount to above 4000001, annually, 

To thefe alfo may be added, great Numbers of 
white Hares, whole Furs are very good, and make 
excellent Hats; 36,000 having been taken in one 
Seafon near York Fort, when the French poffdfed it, 
as l\10nfieur ]eremie relates: alfo great N umbers of 
Buffaloes Skins, of great Value. The Mufi( Ox, 
whoie Wool is very long, and as fine as Silk, of 
which fine Hats have been made in France. All 
thefe Furrs and .Peltry are to be had in the Coun
tries adjoining Hudfon's Bay, even as far North as 

the 
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the Polar Circle, and on all the· Labrador Coaft, 
except Beavers, which only build and live in a mar
fuy, woody Country, the inner Rind of Poplars, &c. 
·being their chief Food. This alone, by fetding thefe 
Countries, and extending and opening the Trade, is 
of great Confequence, and would greatly increafe 
our Shipping, and employ a hardy Race of Sea
men. But we may frill further obferve what great 
Profit may be made by the Fifheries in thofe Seas, 
and what great Numbers of Ships and Seamen may 
be employed in purchafing and bringing home great 
Cargoes from the Bay. In all the N orthwefi: Side 
of the Bay are great Numbers of the Whalebone 
Whales, white Whales, Seals, white Bears, and Sea
Horfes with their I vary; and Seals, Sea-Horfes and 
white Whales, in all other Parts of the Bay; of thefe 
the EJkimaux Indians, at prefent, kill great Numbers 
with the bad Inftruments they have; but if they 
were [llpply'd from Britain with Harpoons, Lines, 
;md other Iron Tools for their Hunting and Fifui,ng, 
and coarfe Cloaths and Oi)verings for their Habits 
and Beds, they would e~change all their Skins, Fin, 
Oil and Ivory, for our ManufaCtures; and all thefe 
People would become Flfhers for \1S, and ConduCt 
1,1S through all their Streights and Inlets, without 
Danger or Expf:nce; and would fllrnifh us with 
thefe neceifary Cpmmodities in Exchange for OLlr 
ManufaCtures, which would greatly increafe our 
Shipping, and Seamen; and by vending a great 
~antity of our coarfe Manufactures, wCLlld te 
more beneficial to us, than gaining the Greenland 
Fiihery ; and by this Means we might find out, by 
the Natives for filots, the Paffage to t1le Weitern 
Ocean, or [oon determine that there is none. 

Befides this, the Inland Trade might be frill 
greatly increaied; for as the Fll1's and Skins are light, 
p.-!1d require much Bal1a,fl: to be brought home, the 

Shils 
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Ships may be ballafted with Pine, Fir, Larch, and 
other Timber, of which there is a va{\: OEantity, 
and may be floated down to the Places where the 
Ships load; and when Inhabitants increafe, great 
<JEantities of Pitch, Tar, RoGn, and Turpentine, 
may be made, fo cheap as to l1nderfel the Swedes 
and Danes, which would greatly increafe our Ship
ping: And as there are valuable Lead and Copper
Mines in thofe Countries, the Ore would alfo be· 
uled as BaJIaft; and when the Natives, who are a 
humane People, are civilized, and provided with 
the Neceffaries of Life, which may be done in a 
few Years, there may be other Commodities found, 
and Advantages that don't at prefent appear to us. 

But if befides all thefe Advantages, we fuould 
find rich, civilized Nations, near, or upon the Coaft 
of the Weftern Ocean, North of New Mexico, of 
which there are authentick Accounts from SpaniJh 
Authors, above a Century and half ago, when they 
had no Apprehenfions of other European Nations 
interfering with them in their Settlements or Difco
veries; who fay, that they abound in Silver and 
Gold Mines, and in Turquoifes, and live in large 
Cities and Towns; which is confirmed fince by 
French Accounts, by Jeremie, Lahontan; and ihong
ly hinted at by Charlevoix, and alfo by Cax, who 
had good Information and authentick Journals of 
thofe Countries; we can't compute how much our 
Trade may be improved in that North-weftern Con
tinenr, even without finding out a navigable Paffage 
to the Weftern Ocean : For if the Paffage be !hort 
over Land, from Churchill or Seal River, to that 
Ocean, as we are informed it is by the Natives, who 
have been at it, and returned to our Factories with 
Goods traded for there and have been alfo at the 
Copper-Mine, which is either upon it, or upon a 
Streight leading to it; which Sea is alfo confirmed 

to 
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to be at no great Diftance b.y Charlevoix, and by 
Bellin, the Engineer of the Marine in France, from 
original Journals and Charts he had feen, which 
were made upon the Spot; then, without a navi
gable Paffage, Britijh Goods might be eafily con
veyed by Sleds, in Winter and Spring, to the 
WeUern Ocean; and by making a Settlement upon 
the Coaft, in a convenient Harbour, Ships might 
be built there, and a Navigation carry'd on from 
thence to all the adjoining Countries, and the Re
turns be made over Land again to Httdfon's Bay, 
and from thence to Britain. But if there be a navi
gable Paffage to that Ocean, of which there is frill 
the greateft Probability, from the Tides, the Whales, 
the Openings feen and entered, and great N orth
weftern Current through thofe Inlets; which, from 
a Settlement to be fix'd at Seal River, might then 
be found without Expence, by trading with the 
Ejkimaux; the Increafe of Trade and Navigation 
through it can't be eafily computed. 

Upon the whole, fince fo valuable a Trade and 
Difcovery hath been fo long neglected by the Hud
fon's'Bay Company, and the Trade confined to fo 
fmall an Export, and kept lock'd up from all the 
Britijh Merchants, under Pretence of a Charter, 
which the Crown was by Surprife, and inadvertently 
drawn in to grant, for little or no Confideration, 
for Ever; Lands without Bounds, and an illegal 
Monopoly, which was originally an Impofition upon 
the Crown, as the Vafue of it to rhe Publick was 
not known; is it not an Object worthy of the 
Parliament to look into and redrefs, by examining 
into the pretended Rights and Privileges of the 
Company, by the original Grant, and the Validity 
of it; and alfo their Conduct under it~ fince that 
Time; and after examining into it, to make thefe 
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Countries and Trade to. them, which is now Ol.Jf 

undifputed Right, beneficial to Britain, by fettling 
thefe Countries, civilizing, and afterwards convert
ing the Natives, and extending our Trade into that 
Northern Continent; either by fixing a Company, . 
under proper Regulations and Reihictions, who 
fuall be obliged to fettle and fecure thefe Countries, 
and extend the Trade, by making Alliances with 
the Natives, civilizing them, and allowing them an 
equitable Standard for Trade, and determining the 
Practicability of the Paffage; or by opening the 
Trade to the Bay to all his Majelly's Subjects, and 
forming Settlements there at the Publick Expence, 
or by a {mall Tax upon their Trade, whichever 
Way may be moft advantagious to Britain? 

Standard 
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Standard of Trade. 

BEADS valued, One Pound as One Beaver. 
Kettles, one, as one and half Beavers. 

Powder, one Pound, as one Beaver. 
Shot, four Pound, as one Beaver. 
Tobacco, Brazil, three ~arters.of a Pound, as one 

Beaver. 
-- Virginia Leaf, one Pound, as one Beaver. 
--- Englijh Role, one Pound, as one Beaver. 
Vermillion, one Pound, as fixteen Beavers. 
Thread, one Pound, as one Beaver 
Brandy, Englijh, one Gallon, as four Beavers. 
Strong-V(aters, one Gallon, as four Beavers. 
Broad-Cloth, one Yard, as three Beavers. 
Ditto Red, one Yard, as three Beavers. 
Ditto Blue, one Yaru, as three Beavers. 
Fine ditto, one Yard, as five Beavers. 
Bays, one Yard, as one and half Beavers. 
Blankets, one Yard, as feven Beavers. 
Duffles, one Yard, as two Beavers. 
Flannel, one Yard, as· one and half Beavers.' 
Gartering, one Yard and half, as one Beaver. 
Lace broad Orris, one Yard and half, as one Beaver. 
Worfted binding, one Yard and half, as one Beaver. 
Awl Blades, eight, as one Beaver. 
Buttons Brafs Coat, four Dozen, as one Beaver, 
Ditto Waiftcoat, fix Doz. as one Beaver. 
Burning Glaffes, two, as one Beaver. 
Bayonets, one, as one Beaver .. 
Combs Ivory, one, as one Beaver, 
Egg-boxes, three, as one Beaver. 
Barrel-boxes, three, as one Beaver. 
Feathers Red, two, as one Beaver. 
Fifh-hooks, fourteen, as oneBeaver. 

D Files 
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Files valued, one, as one Beaver 
Flints, fixteen, as one Beaver. 
Guns, one, as fourteen Beavers. 
Piftols, one, as feven Beavers. 
Gun-worms, four, as one Beaver 
Gloves Yarn, one Pair, as one Beaver. 
Handkerchiefs, one, as one Beaver. 
Hats laced, one, as four Beavers. 
Hatchets, one, as one Beaver. 
Hawk's-bells, twelve, as one Beaver. 
Ice Chizzels, one, as one Beaver. 
Knives, four, as one Beaver. 
Looking-glaifes, one, as one Beaver. 
Needles, twelve, as one Beaver. 
Net Lines, one, as one Beaver. 
Powder-horns, one, as one Beaver. 
Runlets, one, as one Beaver. 
Rings plain, fix, as one Beaver. 
Ditto Seal. three, ,,,, one Beaver. 

Ditto Stone, three, as one Beaver. 
Scrapers, two, as one Beaver. 
Sword-blades, one, as one Beaver. 
Sciifars, two Pair, as one Beaver. 
Spoons, two, as one Beaver. 
Shirts, one, as two Beavers. 
Shoes, one Pair, as three Beavers. 
Stockings, one, as two Beavers. 
Sallies, one, as one and half Beavers. 
Thimbles, fix, as one Beaver. 
Tobacco-boxes, one, as one Beaver. 
Twine, one Scain, as one Beaver. 
Tobacco-tongs, two Pair, as one Beaver. 

Beavers being the chief Commodity, therefore 
it is made the Standard, whereby they value all other 
Furs and Commodities dealt for in the Bay, as on 
the other Side. 

One 
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One Parchment Moufe, as two Beavers. 
One drefs'd ditto, as one and half Beavers 
One Red Deer, as one Beaver. 
One old Bear, as two Beavers. 
One Bear Cub, as one Beaver. 
One Wolf, as two Beavers. 
One Cat, as one Beaver. 
One Black Fox, as three Beavers. 
One Grey ditto, as two Beavers. 
One Red ditto, as one Beaver. 
Two white Faxes, as one Beaver. 
Two Otters, as one Beaver. 
Two Vejacks, as one Beaver. 
Three Martins, as one Beaver. 
One ~iquehak, as one Beaver. 
Two Wenuiks, as one Beaver. 
Ten Pound of Feathers, as one Beaver. 

By Accounts, the French Trade, a Martin, as a 
Beaver; fo the Indians go more to the Frencb, 
upon that Account. 

Guns three Sorts, four Foot, three Foot and half, 
and three Foot; all valued alike. 

Beads [even different Sorts, viz. Large, Midling, 
and Small, W.hite; Large, Midling, and Small 
Blue; and large Pearl, any Sort, one Pound as a 
Beaver. 

Kettles eight different Sizes, viz. three quarters of 
a Pint, one ~art, two ~arts, 4 ~arts, eight 
OEans, ten ~arts, twelve ~arts, fourteen 
Quarts, fixteen OEarts; any Size, one Pound as 
a Beaver and half. 

Shot five Sorts, viz. Duck, Briftow, Partridge, 
Goofe Mould. Low Eaft India. 

Strong Waters, White and Red. 
Bays, Red and Blue. 
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Duffie1ds, Red and Blue. 
Hatchets, Midling and fmall. 
Knives three Sorts, large Long, large Roach, and 

Jack. 
Looking-Glaffes two Sorts, Book, and OCtagon. 
Powder-Horns three Sorts, one Pound, three quar

ters of a Pound, and half a Pound. 
Runlets three Sorts, two ~arts, four Quarts and 

eight ~arts. 
Stockings three Sorts, Red, Blue, and Colour'd. 
Tobacco-Boxes three Sorts, Oval plain, Japan'd, 

and lin'd Head. 

This is all the Standard. 

AN 



AN 

ABSTRACT 
OFT HE 

WEATHER 
Taken at Montague-Hozife, near rork

Fort, in Hay's-River in Hudfon's
Bay, in Latitude 57° 20; and on 
Board the California. As taken 
from a Log-Book, commencing Au
gufl the 16th 1746. when they were 
at Marble IJland, near the Welcome, 
and ending the 9th of September 
1 747. when they had got out of 
Hudfon's Streight, upon their Re
turn Home. 

AUG US cr, 1746. 

16th'F R ESH Breezes, interchangeably Fair and 
Cloudy. 

17th. Part of the Day little Wind, Remainder frelh 
Breezes and Cloudy. 

18th. Frelh Gales with thick Weather, Part of the 
Day cold, with Sleet and Snow; Remainder 
moderate, hazy, with [mall Rain. 

19th. A thong Gale, hazy, foggy with Rain. 
20th. Moderate, firft Part, and variable; then a 

frefh Gale with [mall Rain. 
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21ft. A frefh Gale till Noon, ramy and fqually ; 
then clear Weather. 

22d. A frefh Gale, fair and clear; then cloudy with 
Squalls. 

23d. A frefh Gale, cloudy and fqually, then mo
derate with Sleet and Snow. 

24-t':. The fame Weather. 
25l11. Small Breezes, fair and clear; then at the 

tntrance of Nelfon Riwr. 
26uJ. LlLtlC' Wind and fine Weather. 
2, Ln. Small Breezes and fine Weather. 
28ch. A fn:fh Breeze, variable, cold and raw. 
29Lh. A frefh Breeze, cloudy. 
30(11. A ±refh Breeze, fine Weather. 
31ft. Fine 'Neather. 

S E P cr E M B E R. 

1ft. Calm, fine Weather. 
2d. A frefh Gale, fine Weather. 
3d. Part a frefh Gale and fine Weather, Part mo-

derate and cloudy. 
4 tho The fame Wear her. 
5th. The fame Weather. 
6th. A freili Gall.:, part cloudy, part Rain. 
7th. The fame Weather. 
8th. A frefh Gale, cloudy, fome Thunder. 
9th. The fame Weather, with fome Rain. 
loth. A freili Gale with fine Weather. 
11th. A freili Gale, moft part fair. 
12th. A lhong Gale with [om€ Rain. 
13th. Little Wind, cloudy. 
14th. Little Wind, with clear fine Weather. 
I5th. Firft Part little Wind, then a freili Gale. 
16th. F dh Gales. 
9th. The fame. 

18th. 
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18. Frefu Gales, with fome Sleet and Snow, then 
little Wind and cloudy. 

J 9th. Firft little Wind, then a freill Gale. 
20th. A frefh Gale, then little Wind, again a frelh 

Gale. 
21ft. A frefh Gale, then little Wind and hazy. 
22d. Calm, at firft foggy, then clear. 
23d. Little Wind, calm and hazy. 
24th, Little Wind, and Rain. 
25th. a frefh Breeze, with fine Weather, 
26th. A frefh Breeze, part cloudy, part clear. 
27th. Varia19le [mall Wind, with fine Weather. 
28th. The fame. 
29th. Firft part a frefh Gale with fine Weather, 

then a {hong Gale with Sleet and Snow. 
30rh. A {hong Gale with Sleet and Snow. 

OCTOBER 

1ft. A ftrong Gale with Froft and Snow. 
2d. A ftrong Gale with Froft. 
3d. Moderate, with Froft and forne Snow. 
4th. A ftrong Gale, hazy. 
5th. A ftrong Gale, clear, with fome Snow. 
6th. A frefh Gale with fome Snow. 
7th. Froft. 
8th. Clear and froft, 
9th. Wind at South-weft, fiRe Weather. 
10th. Wind at ¥,T eft and moderate. 
I I tho The fame Weather. 
12th. Wind at Weft, pleafant Weather. 
13th. Variable Wind, with fome Rain, then clear. 
14th. The fame Weather. 
15th. A frefh Gale with fame Snow, then fair 

and Frail:. 
16th. Wind South-eaft, moderate and frofl:y. 
17th. Wjnd at South, and Frofty. 

2 11th. 
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18th. \Vind at South, fine Weather, and little 
Frail:. 

19th. Wind at North-weft, then at South. 
20th. VV ind at SoutR, fine Weather. 
21ft. A ftrong Gale at N orth-eaft with fome Snow. 
22d. The fame. 
23d. Calm, with fome Snow. 
24th. The fame. 
25th. Small Wind, Southerly. 
26th. Wind South-eaft, fine Weather. 
27th. The fame. 
23th. Firft Part a frefh Gale, then Calm with fome 

Snow. 
~9th. Calm, clofe v,~ eat her. 
30th. Wind wefterly, with fome Snow. 
31ft. Wind North-weft, with !harp Froft. 

NOVEMBER. 

dt. The fame Wind and Weather. 
2d. The fame. 
3d. The fame. 
4th. The fame. 
5th. Frefh Breeze, cold vr eather. 
6th. Wind North-weft, with !harp Froft. 
7th, Wind betwixt Weft and North, fine clear 

Weather. 
8th. Wind Northerly, fine mild Weather. 
9th. Wind V, eft, with Froft. 
loth. No Obfervation. 
IIth. Little Wind, with fome fmall Snow, then 

fine Weather. 
12th. Little Wind, Vvefterly, fine \Veather, with 

fome fmall Snow. 
13th. Little \Vind, at South-eaft, fine mild \Vea

ther. 
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"14th. Little Wind and fmall Snow. 
15th. Little Wind at North-edt, mild Thawing in 

. the River. 
16th. Wind Southerly, fine Weather~ 
17th. Wind Wefterly, fine mild Weather. 
I 8th, Rain~ Wind North-weft, then Sleet and Hail. 
19th. Wind Weft alild variable, clore W;:lrm Weather. 
20th. Wind at Weft, fine Weather. 
21ft. Wind at South, fine Weather. 
22d. A freili Breeze, cold Weather. 
;3d. Wind North-weft, cold, with fome Snow .. 
24th. The fame, 
25th. The fame, 
26th. Wind North-weft, with clear lharp Weather. 
27th. Wind North-weft, then South, lharp Weather. 
28th. Wind South, We:{t, fome Snow, cold Wea-
ili~ -

29th. Wind North-weft, lharp Weather. 
~oth. No Obfervation in Log-Book. 

1) E C EM Be R. 

1ft. Wind South-weft, cold Weather. 
2d. Wind Weft, lharp. 
3d. WiAd Weft, clofe and hazy, afterwards clear: 
4th. Wind Weft-north-weft, cold Weather. 
9th. Wind wefterly, with Drift and Cold. 
6th. Wind Weft, a frefh Gale, clear, lharp Weather:. 
7th,. Wind North-weft, with [orne drift Snow, not 

fo cold as before. 
8th. Wind North.weft, lharp Weather~ with fame 

Snow. 
9th. Wind North, lharp drifty Weather. 
loth. Wind Weft, a frefu Gale, moderate WtatherJ 
I Hh. Wind South, clear, fine Weather. 
! 2t11. Little Wind, variable, Eafterly. 
, -- E 13th.' 
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~3th. North-weft Wind, a frefh Gille, moderate 

Vveather. 
J4th. Wind North-weft, a frefh Gale, dear and 

fharp. 
15th. The {arne. 
16th. The fame. 
17th. A freth Gale, Weft, SOllth, and E. N. E. a 

thong Gale. 
18th. A thong Gale, clofe drifty Weather. 
19th. Wind North-weft, moderate and clear. 
20th. Wind at North, a freth Gale, Hazy and 

LaId. 
2 Iit. Wind North-weft, fbarp Weather. 
22d. \Vind South -South-weft, clear, fbarp Weather. 
23d. Wind North-weft, clear ;md fbarp. 
24th. The fame. 
25th. The fame. 
26th. Tho:: fame. 
2 7th~ The fame. 
28th. The fame;. 
29th. Wind North-weft, moderate Weather. 
30th. Wind at North-weft, clear and moderatei: 
3 1ft. The fame. 

1747· 1·1 NU.A R r. 
lit. Wind North-weft, a fre1h Gale, clear and 

tharp. 
zd. Wmd at Weft, lbarp Weather. 
3d. Wind at Weft, moderate, with [orne Snow, 
4th. Wind at \\ efl, moderate and Fair. 
5th. Wind at North-weft, fine Weather. 
~th. Wind at North-weft, a Gale and cold. 
7th. The fame. 
8th. The fame Wind, very cold. 
9th. The fame in .the Morning~ then SO-!-lth and 

plodera~e . 
• 
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roth. No Obfervation. , 
11th. Wind' North and NOfch.eaft, at Night North. 

weft with fharp SnoW. . 
12th. Wind at North, clofe, cold Weather. 
13th. Wind at North-wen, dear Weather. 
14th. Wind' at Weft, fine Weather. 
I 5th~ Wind at SOl1tl~, fine Weather, with fome 

Snow. 
16th. Wi11d Somh, a Gale with Snow, but mild. 
17th. No Obfervation. 
18th. Wind North-weft, a Gale, at Night mo-

derate. . 
19ti.. ,Vind North-weft, {harp, with fome Snow. 
20th. Wind Notth-Weft, with drift Snow. 
2 (ft. Wind North-weft, a Gale, then Southerly. 
~2d. WiridWeft a'nd va'riahle, moderate Weather. 
23d. Wind North-weft, fine Weather. 
24th. The fame. 
25th. Variable, and frefh Gales. 
26th. Wind North-weft, variable, with Snow and 

Cold. 
27th. A ftrong Gale with Snow, very fharp. 
28th. Wind1North-eaff, a freih .Gale, with thick 

Snow, very cold. ~ 
29th. Wind North-weff~. clear, fine, mild Weather; 
30th. Wind North, with Snow, but mild. 
31ft. Wind at Weft, with moderate Weather. 

FEBRUARY. 

1ft. Wind at Weft, moderate and cloudy. 
2d. Wind North-weft, to North-eaft, variable, 

clofe, and hazy. 
3d. Wind North-weft, clear, !harp Weather. 
4tlt Wina at Weft, !harp Weather. 
5th. Wind Eaft-north-eaft, hazy and mild, with 

(orne Snow. 
6th. 
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6th. Wind South·fouth-eaft, a mild· Drift with a 

Breeze till 5 at Night, then a thick Snow. 
7th. Wind at N orth-eaft-, little .Wind; with fome 

Snow. 
8th. Wind South-eaft, fine mild Weather. 
9th. Wind South-eaft, a light Breeze, fine Weather. r 
10th. Wif'ld South-eaft to North-eaft, thick, hazy 

Weather. . 
11th. Wind South.eafl, with Snow and Sleet, then 

North·weft and fair. 
1 zth. Wind South-weft, a frefh Gale, fine WeAther. 
13 th. Wind at Weft, fint Weather. 
14th. Little Wind, thawing a little. 
15th. Little Wind, at South, thawing and running 

off the Haufe. 
] 6th. Wind at Weft, fine mild Weather. 
17th. Wind at North, with forne Snow. 
18th. Wind South-weft, fine mild Weathel'. 
] 9th. Wind North-weft, a hard Gale, then mode

rate, but cold. 
20th. Wind South-weft, a frefh Gale, then North .. 

eaft and mild. 
21ft. Wind at Weft1 fine clear Weather. 
2zd. Little Wind at Weft, fine mild Weather. 
23d. The fame, fine Weather. 
24th. The fame, fine, mild and clear. 
~ 5th. Wind at Weft, and fharp. 
26th. 'Vind South-weft, fine Weather. 
27th. Wind South-weft, a frefh Gale, fine Weather. 
28th. Wind North-weft with ,Snow, then fair, but 

cold. 

l't'l ARC H. 

I fro Wind N orth-we(t, a freih Breeze, fine 
Weather. 
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2U. Wind North-weft, a frefh Gale, wi.th ,thick. 

Weather. 
gd. The fame Wind, dear and fuarp. 
4th; The fame, clear Weather. 
5th. Variable Wind, fine Weather. 
6th. Wind South·weft, clear and fharp. 
7th. Wind North-weft, and fharp. 
8th. Wind at Weft, fihe clear Weather. 
9th. Little Wind at eaft, fine clear Weather. . 
loth. WindNorth-weft,fharp, afterwards moderate. 
I !th. Wind North-weft, firft Part fharp, then mild. 
12th. Wind North-weft, tben South-weft and mild .. 
13th. No Obfervation. . 
14th. Wind at North, with fome Snow. 
15th. Wind at South, with fome Snow, but mild. . 
16th. Wind North, with Drift, and fharp, then Iefs 

and clear. 
17th. Wind at North-weft. with Drift, and fharp. 
] 8th. Wind North-well:, clofe and fharp.-
19th. Little Wind, variable, and fille Weather. 
20th. Wind South-weft, thawing, fine mild Wea-

ther. At Night freezing~ 
2 I ft. Small Breezes, variable, fine and pleafant. 
22d. Wind South·eaft, fine and pleafant. 
23d. Wind South-weft? a frefh Breeze, fine Weather, 
24th. Variable Wind, fine pleafant Weather. 
25th. Wind North-weft, with fame Snow. 
26th. A fmall Breeze, fine and mild. 
27th. Wind South-weft, a fine Thaw, Water on 

the Ice in the Creek. 
28th. A pleafant Thaw. 
29th. Variable Breeze, fine and pleafant. 
30th. Some Rain, with clofe Weather. 
3 1 ft. Wind at N orch-eaft, clofe, mild Weather; the 

Frefh came down upon the Ice in the Creek eight 
Inches deep. 

.! AP RIL . 
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:dt The :FreCh came down over tile Ice two' Feet 
deep. 

2d. Wind at North, With fome Snow. 
3d. Wind at North, a {hong Ga:le~ fi'eezing. 
~th. Wind at North, at firft clear and fliar'p, then 

South, warm and dear. 
sth. Small Breeze', fharp' and clear, 
6th. Wind at North-north-eaft, with' Snow and 

cold. 
7th. No Obfervation. 
8th. Variable and freili~ fharp weather. 
9th. Variable and pleafant. 
loth: Wind North-north-eaft, moderate. 
1 I tho Gentle foutherIy Breezes, mild and thawing. 
12th_ Wind F::IO: north.e"A-. frpfh, moderate, and 

clofe. 
13th. Wind North-weft, a frefh Gale, with Snow 

and Sleet. Weather uncertain. 
J 4th. Wind at Eaft, fqually and uncertain. 
J 5th. Fine Breezes, variable, warm and thawing. 
J 6th. The fame weather. 
17th. Wind South-weft, a fine G~le, thawing faft. 
18th. Little Wind, variable, with fome Rain. 
19th. Wind North north.eafr, Rain and Snow, then 

fine and pleafant. 
20th. Wind North-eaft, uncertain, raw and cold. 

Large Ice came down the Creek. 
21ft. Wind North-eait, a frefh Gale, warm, and 

thawing. 
22d. Wind North'-e~ft~ uncertain weather. Firft 

Goofe kill'd. 
z3d. Wind North~eafl-, a: freih Gale, c1ofe- and plea

fant. Frefh on the Ice fix Feet deep. 
. !4th• 
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24th. Wind Nor~h.eaft, clofe and, 1harp, tb~n~J<i>tlth,' 

.fine and pleafant. The Ice broke J,Jp ,f~0l,1:l tije 
Bottom; Water 7 or 8 Feet deep upon the Ice. 

25th. WiI)d Eaft, ,then South, fine mild weather, 
Great Ice coming down. 

26th. Wind 'South· and variable, with Snow. 
27th. Frefu Br..ee~s, raw and uncertain. 
z8th. Wind at Worth, with fome Snow, aod cold; 
29th. Wind North-eail:,fqually with Snow"free:z.ing. 
30th. W~nd North to Eafr, clo(e~ fharpweather. 

M /l r~ 

1 fl. Wind North·eail:, moderate and {barp: 
2.d. Variable and mild, then N0rth-eaft, and Sharp~ 
3d. Wind North-eail:, raw and cold. 
4th. Wind at North, a frefh Gale with Snow. 
5th. Wind Nortl;t-weft, Spow and hard Froft. 
(5th. Wind at North, !harp F roit, then variable and 

wafill. ' , , 

7th. South and South-weft, warm, then North ancl. 
North-weft, Hail and Rain, very cold. 

8th. Wind North.eaa, fair and 1harp, then Rain,' 
Hail and Froft. 

9th. Small variable Breezes, with Rain and Snow, 
raw and cold. 

loth. Variable with Snow, till Noon, then calm 
aQd pleafant. 

! !th. Wind Weft-South-w~ft, cloW1y [apd mild, 
, then fqually and cold. 
J 2th. A Gale at Eaft and cold, then Rain and Ftofl:; 
13th. A Gale ai.I: North, Rain, Sleet, Snow, and 

Froft. 
14th. A Gale at North and £harp, then calm and 

mild pIeafant weather. 
~ 5th. Wind N.orch.Nonh-,eafi, fine and moderate 

w.eathc;r. Ice broke lip in the River. 
16th! 
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.6th. Wind South-eall, fine pleafant weather: 
17th. Wind North-eaft, a finall Breezes mild, warm 

and clear. 
:18th. Wind South-eafl; to North-caft, Jine and 
" pleafant. 
19th; Wind North-eaft, dear but cold. 
20th. Wind North-eaft, fome Snow, and cold. 
2 i ft. A Gale at Eaft, and Eaft -north-eaft, Sleet and 

Snow. 
22d. The fame Weather. 
23d. Wind at North, a frefh Breeze, dofe weather. 
24th. Variable, then at North, fine and pleafant. 
25th. Wind North-eaft, clofe weather. 
26th. Wind South to South-eall', clofe and fqually. 
27th. A Gale at Weft by North, with Rain in, 

Squalls. 
28th. A Gale at North·weft, clofe weather.. 
29th. Wind North-weft, fqually and Sleel!, then, 

moderate. 
goth. Wiml frvll1 :t"v.t~-"",,"a LV l'''VHh-tafl~ then, 

South, fine weather. 
31 ft., Wind South-weft, fine warm weather~ 

J UN E. 

I ft. Wina North.wea-, a hard Gale with Rain. 
zd. Wind North.weft, Sleet and Snow. 
3d. Wind North-eall' to Eaft, clear, then foggy. 
4th. Wind at South, warm weather. 
5th. Wind South-weft, to North-weft, moderates. 

then fqually. 
6th. A Gale at North-weft, Sleet and Rain, fqually,., 
7th. Wind Eafierly, a Breeze, fine weather. 
8th. A Breeze at North-well, hot weather. 
9th. A frefh Gale at North-eaft. 
loth. Variable, fulery, and hot ~eather. 

lItru 
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'j !lh, Wind Weft-South-weft, then North-eaft, 

fome Rain. 
12th. From North-eaft, tD South-eaft, cold and raw. 
13th. From North, to North-eaft, Sqllalls, then 

moderate. . 
J4th. Moderate, then frelli, with Rain. 
15th. Wind at Eaft, fine Weather. 
16th. Wind from Eaft to North.eaft, pleafant 

'¥earher. 
17th. Wind at Eaft, fine Weather. 
18th. The fame. 
19th. Witld Sou~h-eaft, fine warm Weather, 
20th. NQ Obfervation. 
~ dt. Variable and calm. 
~2d. Variable and calm, extreme hot. 
23 d. A Bree~e at Weft l then a ftrong Gale, then 

moderate, 
24th" Light Airs, variabl~ Thunder. S~il'd from 

Stony River, Lat. 57° 27. Long., 92° 3··Weft 
from London. 

Z5th. A Bl,"eeze at North-weft, then Squalls, fome 
Rain. 

~6th. Light Bree21es at North-weft, faw fome Ice. 
Z 7th. A trefil Breeze, from South, to Weft-north

. weft, off Cape Churcbil, in Lat, 59' Long. 93°· 
Weft. 

28th. Variable, fair and clear. . 
29th. Fair and clear, then c10udyand hazy. 
30th. Variable, [mall Breezes, ":Par~ fOf2gy and 

doudy, fome j{ain. 

1f1:. U ncert.:tin Weather, Part clear, Part cloud y .. 
2d. Breezes, little Wind, then a Gale. , 
3d. Fine W~ather, th~n a hard ~ale. Set IO Miles 

South of hIS Reckol1lna , he beheved from an Inlet. 
. . °F 4th .. 
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4th. A Gale at North-weft, with Squalls, then fine 
, Weather. 
5th. Light Breezes, fine Weather. 
6th. elm, fine Weather, • 
7th. Warm, calm Weather, off MarMe Jj/a~d.3 lq 

Lat. 62° 48' o~ 37 Weft from NelJonRzver. 
8th. A frefh Breeze at North-weft, fine Weather. 
9th. Variable fine Weather. 
loth. Squally, then moderate. 
I I tho Small Wind) fine Vveather. 
12th. F rdh Breeze, fine Weather. 
13(h. Variable, fi'ne Weather. 
14th. Breezes, fine Weather. Sail'd from Marble 

jj.::lId. 
15th. A frefh Breeze, variable. 
16th. Little Wind, then frefh Breezes, dear. 
17th. LIght Bl'eezt:s, ,veather changeable. 
18th. Light Breezes. Part clear, Part toggy. 
19th. Almoft calm, with Fog . 
. 20tl1. Light Bret.zes, uncer,ain Weather. 
21ft. Vanable light Airs, and calm, and clear~ 
22d. Small Breezes, fine .nd clear. 
23d. Variable, and calm, hazy. 
24th. The fame. 
25th. Light Breezes, fine and clear. 
26th. Light Winds and hazy, then a Breeze, clear. 
27th. FreI?, then moderate and hazy. Off Cape 

Dobbs, 10 Lat. 64° 55'- 88° 42' Weft. 
23th. Light Breezes, with Fog. 
29th . Light Breezes, fine clear Weather. He makes 

Cape Dobbs, now in 65° 29' Lat. and 84° 3iLong. 
Weft from London. . 

30th. C~lm, going into Wager. 
31ft; W1Od.Sout~-ea~, fair and cl~udy. InDouglas 

barbour, 10 65 49 Lat. 88° 39 Long. Weft. 

4 AU",: 
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AUGUSt.T~ 

1ft. Little Wind, variable, then freih, then moderate 
and clear. 

2d. VYind South-weft, a fine Breeze and clear thell 
North-weft, fine and clear. ~ 

3d. Light Breezes, fine weather; then a frefh Gale 
fome Rain ' 

4th. Part fqually, Part moderate. 
5th. A freih Gale at North-weft, dear. 
6th. Freih Gales, leet and Snow. 
7th. Frelh Gales, fair and cloudy. 
8th. A frelh Breeze at North, then moderate. 
9th. Variable, clof(~, and fome Rain. 
loth. A Gale from North-north-weft, to North by 

Eaft, cloudy and hazy. 
I I tho A hard Gale, cloudy, fome Rain. 
12th. Wind- at North, fqually. 
13th. Little Wind, at North, variable. 
14th. Fine Northerly Breezes. Cloudy. 
15th. Freih Breeze and fqually. Sailed from Dou ... 

glas Harbour. 
I 6th. Variable and fqually. 
17th. Fine Weather, [mall Breezes. 
18th. A hard Gale, Squalls, with Rain, then mo~ 

derate and clear. 
19th. Frefh Gale and Clear) then a ftrong Gale and 

iliort Sea. 
20th. A ftrong Gale and clear, then moderate and 

clear. 
2 IiI:. Light Breezes,_ fair and clear, then calm and 

clear. 
22d. Frdh Gale and clear, then cloudy and Rain. 
23d. A ftrong Gale~ clofe and hazy, Sleet. 
24th. Moderate, variable and cloudy. 
25th. A F reih Gale, hazy, then a fi'e!h Breeze and 

cloudy. 
F 2 26ih. 



( 44 , 

26th. Mcderate Breezes, cloudy, then a hard Gal~t 
Sleet and Snow, then le[s and cloudy. 

27th. A frefh Br..;czc, cloudy, then lefs and clear. 
28th. Frefh Breeze and clear, then little Wind) 

variable, with fine Weather. 
29th. Hefh Breeze and clear, then little and hazy, 

then calm and Fog. 
20th. A fine Breeze, fine mild Weather. 
31ft. Small Breez,s, and fine Weather. 

SEP'J:EMBER. 

I ft. A fine Breeze and clear, then a frefh Gale and 
clofe. 

zd. Little Winds, and calm, then a frefu Breez(% 
and hazy. . 

3d. A frdh Breeze, then a ftrong Gale and hazy. 
4th. A ftrong Gale, then moderate, dril1ing Rain. 
5th. Moderate, with thick Fog, then ffelli. 
6th. Little Winds, doudy, 'then a fi'dh Breeze witll 

fl1,all Rain. 
7th. Little Wind, with fmall Rain, then a Breeze. 

uncertain VI eather. 
8th. Little Winds, hazy, then a Breeze. 
9th. A Frefh Gale, foggy and hazy. Got out of 

Hudfrm' J Streight. 

FIN [ S. 




