or

THE HON. JOHN ROLPE, M. P.P.

DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION

or mie
LATE INQUIRY INTO CHARGES,
)

HIGH MISDEMEANORS

. AT THE
LATE ELECTIONS,
PREFERRED AGAINST HIS EXCELLENCY

SIR FRANCIS BOND HEAD,
BEFORE
THE COMMONS® HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
cr

UPPER CANADA.

TORONTO:
Paswyes sy M. Rersouns, Con. & Avv. Orrrce.

1887. |



THE POLITICAL UNION OF UPPER CANADA,

TO WILLIAM WARREN SALDWIN, ESQ., M. D,

DPresident of their Society, &e. &e. &e.

S 3

Dedications are not without their use. It is both proper and pleasant, on suit-
able occasions, to express thnse sentiments of esteem and gratitude, which are due to
public men £or their public services. Great is the debt we awe to you; -and both our
duly and inclination concur, on the present occasion, in oflering thls_Lnbum to your
privata virtues and undeviating patrietism. The seat wluch.you held for many years,
ia the ewrlier period of our history, in the Provincial I";\fh‘:mfnt, was devoted with
most hono.ablo consistency o the cause of civil and seligious liberty ; and when l!lO
exigencies of the country lately needed your manly and active interposition, we wit-
nessed tho readiness with which you (one of its brightest urn:nnlcnts) left‘lhe retlrcmr?nt
of private lite, and engaged in the viadication of the people’s rights against Ex.emmvv)
corruptions, which will be transnutted to the exceration of the same posterity that
will cherish your conduct in grateful remembrance.

Tor your manly and patriotic bearing you have fallen a victim to Exccutive
resentment—bnt Sir, tha utmost efforts of Executive ma.ll'gnity cannot lessen your
distinguislied reputation with the pcople who behold in you, in your advanced age, the
winter of time having already shed upon your head its prophstic snow,n champion full
of unabated affection for his country, nobly contending tor the inviolability of publie
liberty, Yonr name will be associated with that of the great Joseen Hume™ and other
illustrious bencfuctors of mankind, who for their uncompromising principles are a
constant thente of ealumny for a selfish and venal faction; and your memory will find
an honorable record in the histary of this unfortunate, because misgoverned, Province,
whil:t the name of its oppressors will be forgotten or only remnembered for their
injustice 10 yuu and general oppression of the country.

1t will be some consolation to us wha have been made to feel the baneful effects

of the present Adininistration, that the charaeter of the Venerable Dn. BaLowix will

not float down the stream of time towards a dishonorable alyss ““ in tho samne boat”

in which Sir Francis Head bas invited the Constituency of Upper Canada tv embark

their interoste. -
With the highest respect and consideration,

We have the honor to be, &c. &e.
On behalf of the Union.

T. D. MORRISON, V. D
WILLIAM LESSLIE, V. P,
PETER FREELAND, V. P
JOHN McINTOSH, V. P.

P

JAMES E. .V
[Py oxder,] JOHN ELLIOT, Secy. SMALL, V.



U. C. HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Monday, January 80, 1837.— The Hous; in Committee onthe Re i
day, 3 ¢ ¢ ; weport of the Se
Committee on the petition of Dr, Charles Duncombe, to the British .l}:z/sc oj’ Cl:mn;iiit

Dr. J. Roteu.—Mr. Chairman, Perlips
never did a day, wearing a more lowering
aspect than this, dawn upon a British Co-
lony!  The glory of previncial monazely,
subjected ignominiously to these proceci-
ings, is sullied bovoud the power of your
acquittal to redeem.

Kings arc sometimes tried.  Bat n:tions
ara their judges.  And wheea people, coa-
ded by injury, rise in their majesty to
occupy the judgment.seat,cvand is the s
tacle and vast is the resalct Papulai s
pathy gencrally mingles with ihe royal
fate, and an interest is tran=mitted widh the
very block, which is dyed with their blond.

But Kings even in Europe would dwindle
into shalows, were they arraigned and tried
before saberdinate tribnnals. Ounly imagine
it; King William the Fourth tried by a se-
lect commttee of the Iouse of Commons!
The proposition, Nir, shocks you. And
behold the treasury benches; their very
hair, at the thought, stands on end.  Yet I
charge them with a crime oflittle less atro-
city. For they have not decorously ap-
peiled respecting his Excellincy, to the
paramount authority of the parentstate, and
then humbly awaited from the King or the
Lords, or even the commons, their high
umpirage ; but, iatoxicated with power,
unconscious of its legitimate hounds, and
strangers to the due limits of the constitu-

ion, which they boldly vociforae others
"ﬂﬁ'inged, they have, with Tory temerity,
erected from among themselves, a little 1wi-
bunal of members, o propos= for ourady -
tion or rejection, the presumptuous sepience
“guilty,” or ‘*not guilty,” avainst the Vice-
Yoy, It has filled me wirth amazement !
When  first made acquainted with the
course thus pursucd by the honorable gen-
tlemen oppesite, 1 exclaimed, impossi-
ble! Can this be the offspring of their
monarchical professions? Are these the
,high-minded statesmen who would direct

the affuirs of a nation, and yvet thus throw
sucha mautle over the occopier of a throne ?
1k vethey so linls eredit in the vy com-
munity they aid in ooverning, as to stand
il convicted under the solitary petition of
(.'. Duncanibe, and so litte \\';-ight, or so
little gonerosicy of character, as to be jn-
contpatent to shichl even provincial majesty
from this humiliating predicamont 7 "[lad
Reformers a prevailing voice, T should be
sshared (o see the conn ry in this condi-
tion, and its local msjesty made dim with
i isopeachment,

Torpcachment, did I say 1 Ol no,

I
1hey

have doomcd their ilastrious personage to
drink the con 6f hwailiziion fo the very
dregs.  The trial has not been couducted

'

cven before the Leghlaive Council, our
provinsial House of Peers; who would per-
haps recard a guilty participation, litde less
than petit treason! It has not even been
conducted befure this hon, house, while the
chair, siv, was occapied by the Speaker, in
wham is embodied,besides his pa; liun;enmry
phylacieries, the azgrevatedignity of the As.
sembly, with the Mace, sermoun-cd with a
Crown, lying massively on the table, and
defended by the Sergeant-at-Arms, girded
with a sword and g'owing with a chi.a'rous
spirit. . Such inquisitorial p occedings tven
over Royaliy,have when cluthed with siateli-
ness and wrapt up in frmy, an imposing ef-
fect upon the cyes of the multiinde, who
are therefore the less likely to have their
l-abital reverence seriously impai.ed.  Dut
as if there were a conspiracy to biging His
Excellency to the very dost, 1o shadogy his
dignity, mortify his pride, and reputlicanize
the people, the investigadon was repadiated
by thie Hlomse, and insultingly wansierred to
an ordinary Commitice!!

Behold same gallant general, doomed by
an uacontroluble fare of war to justify his
unfortunate carcer before the jealous inqui-
ries of a wounded nation! Conscious of




his integrity, and proud to offer his honora-
ble vindication, he cheerfully appears befon:e
a court martial organized accordmg to hfs
rank. But tell him that such a tribunal is
denied him! Tell him he is ordered to a
drum-head court martial!! He no longer
wears his lofty mien or feels the buoyant
spirit of the soldier’s breast. He would in
prospect of such a fate, brea_k his sword in
fragments rather than return it to the scz{b-
bard. His very heart would be wrung with
agony, yea, rended and broken, before you
could consummate his degradation and in-
flict your sentence. He would command
the sympathy of the whole military world.

And were there no honorable gen-
tlemen opposite to sympathize with the
representative of Majesty, and save him,
and the constitation too, from the, perhaps,
mortal wound inflicted by this unprecedent-
ed humiliation? Do none of you, boast-
ing of your loyalty, and professing your
admiration of the man and devotion to his
service, feel conscious of shame for having
thus unceremoniously turned over the trial
of the Viceroy to (I mean no personal dis-
respect) two or three country attornies !—
He who is the depositary of the Royal
prerogative ; he who lately ascended the
Andes, traversed the mountains and plains,
and even explored the mines of Peru; he
who, enjoying ‘otium cum dignitate,” issued
his elegant Bubbles from the brunens of
Nassau; he who is covered with the stars
of knighthood, from the guelphic order, to
that of the Prussian order of merit; he
who is a co-ordinate branch of the provin-
cia! Legislature, and who, clothed in the
semblance of Royal robes, sits in the Le-
gislative chamber upon a throne ; he who
there nods our bills into laws or into noth-
ing; alis! even he is hers doomed by his
own unconstitutional majority, virtually to
atand at the bar, while you, sir,put the blush-
ing question *guilty,” or “not guilty 1"

“ Musa, mihi causas memora ; quo numipe lwso,

Quidve dolens reging Deum, tot volvere casus,

Insignem pietate viram, tot adire labores

Twpalerit."

What will the British Government say to
this impolitic proceeding? You who ought
to be the first 1o keep wtthin, at least, the

bounds of impeachment in the'mother coun-
try, have assumed to try,and either condemn
or acquit the representative of the King !
The Governor has been charged with inter-
fering, to an alarming "degree, with the
purity and freedom of the late generfil elec-
tions. It is a charge of treason against the
people.  You are this day teaching them a
lesson they will not easily forget. They
find themselves, through the persons of their
representatives, bringing under the ordeal
of this enquiry the head of the Executive
Government. If it is thought expedient to
exempt him from civil and criminal respon-
sibilities in the courts of justice, by what
law do you now assume a jurisdiction, of
which even the King’s Bench is ousted 2 If
found guilty,will you put him into the custody
of the Sergeant-at-arms? Will you as it were
dethrone him? or bring him to the block ?
You may have an authority from the British
Ministry to exercise this inquisitorial func~
tion ; but I cannot even then acknowledge
its wisdom. When you familiarize the
people with these summary proceedings
against Kingly functionaries, youmake them
compare their own strength and importance
with that of their rulers. There is a prevail-
ing opinion in favor of rendering the Legis-
lative Council elective. But although 1t is
easy to account for a belief that those who
obey the laws should elect the law makers,
and that qualifications to elect one house,
cannot be disqualifications to elect the other;
yet it is singular that you should invite po~
pular expectation a step higher ; for while
Yyou practically display your power in this
cursory manner to try the Lieut. Governor,
the people will say, if onr servanis ought to
try him, we, who are their masters, ought to
elect him. Heedless, however, of puklic
decoram, and constitutional boundaries, you
oblige this side of the house to engage in the
Rarliamen(ary adjudication. Under these
circumstances I am bound to put aside
vf'hat might, otherwise, be a becoming de-
licacy, and with that freedom, demanded by
the magnitude and justice of the case, closely
examine this report and the fearful events
out of which it hag grown,

The following js the language of the
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*“The committee having thus disposed of
“ the minor parts of Dr. Duncombe’s petition,
** will now advert to that portion of it that may
* justly be considered as of the greatest im.
* portance, viz, the accusation against His Er-
“cellency the Lieut. Governor; and it is with
‘““no cominon degree of satisfaction that the
‘* committee feel themselves justified in de-
¢ claring that every charge and insinuation
*“made against a man to whom the Province
“ of Upper Canadu awes so large a debt of
¢ gratitade, for firmness of principle and pa-
¢ triotic conduct, is wholly and utterly desti-
¢ tute of truth.”

By the adoption of this report you acquit,
and by the rejection of it, you convict Sir
Francis Head of the high crimes and misde-
meanors charged against him. But it may
be well for the house to pause for a moment,
and review the very peculiar situation in
which they are placed. The community
will certainly regard our judicial proceedings
in this matter with more than ordinary jea-
lousy, and it becomes us therefore to observe
more than ordinary circumspection.

Immediately after the late election, Sir
Francis openly boasted, as the public do-
cuments show,of his parliamentary majority,
and with singular prescience communicated
it to Downing-St.. By what method he made
his computation, by what unknown means or
unofficial intercourse, he possessed himself
of the views or pledges of members, I leave
among the arcana of government; but this
significant anticipation of our conduct, upon
whatever it was grounded, became the ge-
neral topic of animadversion, and by no
means indicated upon such a subject, the
dispassionate and dignified demeanor of a
man filling a throne either for himself or
another. And this prophetic spirit about
us, is the more striking when connected with
the unhallowed means, which were directed
against the freedom of election.

The very question before us, therefore,
involves the constitution of this Assembly.
If the potent influences which were so sys-
tematically put into active operation,did not
fail of their intended effect, this House has
no claim to the representative character.
On the other hand, if those inﬂuence_s were
really nugatory, the purity of parliament

is sustained. Hence the fate of this Houss
and of Sir Francis, is identified. If for in-
stance he employed the means,and we avaj]-
ed ourselves of them, there is not much to
chuse between the guilt of the two. He js

then, the principal,& we are the accessaries:'
tho’ in this sort of treason, perhaps lawyers
wo’d class all as principals. While the honse
is thus under the imputation of being ‘partic-
eps criminis,” it might have been more satjs-
factory had the trial been conducted by some
other tribunal, altogether aloof from this
unfavorable presumption. Take a vulgar
example, which is oftentimes the best ; if
one set of men should steal merchandize, &
another set should receive them, it would be
a singular arrangement to appoint the vne
to try the other. And if, to carry out the
illustration, we and Sir Francis combined
to defraud the people of their liberties, they
will not be satisfied wiih his praise of us, or
our acquittal of him,

This is not the only questionable condi-
tion of the House, and of its Select Com-
mittee ; for out of thirty witnesses, fifteen ars
honorable members. Now it appears to me
that the people (they are a shrewd people)
will not be satisfied, when they see the judges,
jury and witnesses principally selected from
a suspected source.

The Committee, too, from which this re-
port emanates, has, like the camelion,so of-
ten changed its color, and has been so sin-
gularly metamorphosed in the course of its
inquiry, that one almost needs a directory
to find one’s way. The committee first sate
on the 25th November, composed of Messrs.
McNab, Draper, Parke, Sherwood & Wood-
ruff.  On the first of Dec. Messrs. Jones und
Norton were added. And on the 22d, the
hon, & learned gen. for Toronto thought it
proper to retire, being succeeded by Messrs.
Prince and Burwell. I cannot but commend
the discretion of the hon. gentleman in
washing his hands of the whole transaction.
Some, indeed, hinted that his acceptance of
the office of executive counciilor, operated
as a point of delicacy, inducing him to aban-
don the investigation he had begun. But,
surely, the same delicacy, had such been the
case, would have led him to retira from the
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service of his constituents; for if it Frontnd
an incompetency upon this ma(ter:']n ml'JSl
equally have done so upon “”', ‘.: lien va-
rious motives are at the same time inflacne-
ing the mind with various degrees f loice,
it s often difficalt fur the wisest und best‘ot
men, so (o analyze their own nm_rul and in-
tellectonl opurations, as to ascrile iov (-a\:h
motive its specific effect anu} ( o:m-,!mnnn_ in
influencing their determination undertrying
circumsiances. I trosi it will net be deeined
an unparhiamentary or uncouiteous thing 1o
expivss my belicfthat while theee cibier Lon,
members of that comuiaee, as ticy have
here openly declared, regarded the pro-
cecdings partial and unsarsfactory. (witheut
hewever retiring,) the vigat hon. gentleman
aanongh prevenied, by tos faver ' L rejos-
sessiony, from aseriiing o dae foice 1o the
same objuctions, yeb reaily songht a dis-
charge frons what s honoralile 1aind conld
notapprove, and lis greater sensibiiity could
not longer exdure,

By tuis meeneuverin gwiih the structure of
the commitice, it is graced with many names
and yer has Leen vieuaily manased by
two!  The whole nowber of sitthos is
fourteen, and some of them obvion
shotr. Withia these norrow Hmits, e -
sty and freedom o aiitite elections i the
conintry have been estalilished, & 15
Head wholly aciaitied, sud Cloples Doy-
combe Esq. vholly condemned.  This is
exaeditions work, clegaed 1o, us it was, by
other multiplicd busines: v e Flouse, It
is like operations by steam. The hoast of
the tories et be true 5 it wust be the areats
est Lous with which the couiny w
blest, and the committ ¢ wore Am...“h e
Goliabs and Samsons sejcetd from it
From a hasty  computation, T fi
Mr. MeNab sate fourteen d
Slerwood 125

‘\'ly

wer

that
ays and poe
and more devoted servan s
and better MALACEFS, @ LaVernor neve
Mr. Draper baving sate nine duys 1ook
l':l's }e:xvc, of them; and wag replaced by
Sessiss Burwell and Proy <o, of whom the
former bestowedd four duy g and the latier 2 1
I‘.'ﬂ.-. Jn‘nes sate five days and ihen absented
lu.mse.zh on his judicial dutivs in the Eastern
Districts. Messrs. Parke, Woodruff aund

i had,

Norton were treated in a way f"hiCh ha.s
called from them the open expression of their
indignation ia the House. Hence the whol:z
«flair has been conducted by two warm, tho
Lonorable partizans, and the report is upen
the face of i1, the ofispring of untempered
2w ol, insuflicient evidence, basty conclusions
and cxecuiive devotion.

How Nir, could the report acquire any
oilwr eliaracter, when yvou consider the pe-
cebiar method purseed in its {furmation ac-
cording 10 the avow.! of the hon. & learned
chairman,  When the three liberal members
of that connnittee expressed, in their places,
their indignant dissutisfaction at the treat-
ment they had reccived, he (Mr. McNab)
frankly ey l.ined the novelwayinwhichit was
franied. he report Le pronouuced a month
old!  Lach of his frien:ds, it wus said, had
made a moisel of it, as the evidence came
in and the inquiy was goingon.  And iny
worthy fvicnds were openly rebuked for
being so couscientiovs, us to desire to hear
all the evidence, carefully determine its suf-
ficiency and compare it in all its parts
befure deducing their report from it.The
Lon. und learned chairman (Mr. Macnab)
deserves a patent for bis new method. It
is picec-mend fashion. It must have been
berivwed from tiie patch-work of old wo-
men.

It is not impossible that this very docu-
ment may claim something of a noble
birth, thoveh of an illeaiimate Kind. In
the S‘[:(-c(‘h frow the Threne, at the pro-
reation of the Jaie Parliament, Sir Francis

Bead indulged in a complaint agsinst the
t(l)e Scleet Commitice upon the Executive

vuncil question, because, as he
“eoutraryto formit made its existen
to him by dircetly
of thro> the House
wformation which

alledged,
ce krnown
applying to him, instead
,;‘ur other documents and
he immediately forward-
ed, witlzfmt ohjecting to 1:e irnél{;:zl/f?;‘zl/l if
the up]_;/zmt_iun.” This, Sir, was evidenliy
A acctation of delicacy, for (he pur-
pose of criminating the late Assembly, to
whom T desize to ofier the tribute of my’ad-
miration and respect. For since the success
of the various intrigues at the late elections

the above convenient delicacy hag vanished ;.
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it was of a transicot, perhaps, epliemeral
vature ; it was a sort of paroxysm, which
{Ja;sed briefty thro’ s moibid stagrs, and
eft the illustrious paticnt in bis naturaf wme
perueit. Redal, as evidenee of it, the sin-
gular seene which this Howsg presented
only a few daysazo. ‘I'he hon, and learned
gentleman for Weatworth (M. MeNal) ui-
der a lapsuslingua, velahed the Hon. and
leatned ol ttor-General for U‘w;]oxint_v a
paragrapliin the Roport of the Select Com-
mittee on the Land Grantine Deparint;
a paragraph, indeed, which lic denounced as
vicious and corrupt.  And whea the learned
gentleman for Wentworth. proceeded 1o ex-
culpate himself, and involve the Solicitor-
General in the crime of opposing the gov-
ernment, he (Mr. MeNal) expaciated with
eloquence wad warmth epon the fuct, that
the very paragraph so denounced was the
very one which, of ali others, Sir Francis
Head himselt maost particularly insisted up-
ou refaining ! Oly, that T could now imitate
the impassioned languaze and address of the
learned Solicitor-General!  With what in-
dignation he condemued this court-intrigue !
W ich what honest zeal hedenonnced 1his un-
precedentedcancus! With what sympathy he
spoke of the privileges of the House, the pu-
rity of its proceedings, and the untainted in-
dependence of its niembers, as well as of
lis own exemption from all participation of
such extra-parlizmentary combinations !—
But when we hear this innocent disclosure
of His direct interference with the dutics
assigned 1o select committees by 1hi_~: A
sembly ; when we discover Him to be in se-
eret communication with members, ani dic-
tating the terms of Reports which are to be
here introduced and hunied into Laws;
who can, under such appallingacircumstan-
ces, divest himself of the fear that a similar
interference and control have Leen exer-
cised over this Report 7—a Report, which
would in its rejection, cstablish such out-
rages against the liberties of the country, as
would dissulve the elemenis of saciety, and
even bring a King, guilty of them, to the
very block. He who would thus Ylolule thie
Constitution, in the very way which, at the
Iate brorogation. he exposed to public con-

demnation in order to criminate the late As-
SE'I!I[J]}', cannot be above suspicion of exer-
¢isimgr the sume influence on this occasion,
for liis own salvation. It is, too, a coinci-
denee worthy of notice, that the o, and
learn’d member fur Weantworth (Mr, M’Nab)
was Cliairsca of both commiittees, viz; the
onc on the Land Granting Department, nnd
the other on his Excelleney.  And he will
excuse my presuiming with those facts before
me, that if the commitice had no insupera-
ble repnenance in the former case to accom-
modate themselves to the views dictated
from Government-Tlouse, the latter com-
mittee would experience less rapugnance to
maintain similar connmunications wi h the
same quarter upon a subject, to which a
man of honor must be exquisitely alive. I
will not, in either case, hinpute this conduct
to the committee as « fault, however mo-
mentous the ervor. It is difficult 1o repel
the presumption or rebuke the encroach-
ments of men exalted in oflice and clothed
with power. It needs a high degree of mo-
ril courage and an extensive acquaintance
with the world, with dignity and effect to
correct the ambitious advances of a Gover-
nor, temper him with constitutional princi-
ples, and keep him within the vice regal
limits of his authority. The censure, there-
fore, must primanily be impated to him, who
seduced the committee from theirusual strict
duty and natural high-mindedness. This Re-
porl,imleod,bearsinicrlm]e\'idex)Ct'ot:illtgnse
partyfeeling and unjudicial L ke inves:igation.
It f-asno: the generosity andingenuousness of
youth, or tl.¢ temper and dispassionateness of
maturer yrars. 1ihasall the suspicious char-
actersthat would ascribeit in no smalldegree
to the same head and the same pen as gave
birth to the memorable addresses, Wh.il’h
must presently be the subject of humiliating
commentary.

It is matier of susprise and regret, that
this House negatived the motion, nmd_e by
the hon. and learned Mayor, immcdiately
to print the message and documel.ns bear-
ing upon the question: because it would
have been a practical assurance of a rhspo-'
sition to conduct the er]quiry bonaﬂe. to
acquaint the couniry with the details, and
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thereby apprize them of lhf: testimony re-
quired. The same end might have been
gained by adopting the course suggested to
the committee bv my honorable friend fro_m
Grenville (Mr. Norton) who, as appears in
the Appendix of this Report, moved that
a series of questions, necessary tolchclt the
desired information, should be printed and
circulated : afrank and honest course which
would have induced from various quarters,
both the complaints the people had to
make and the testimony in support of them.
But this proposition was unacconntably re-
jected! No official notification was to be
given the people of the facts alledged, and
no queries circulated to facilitate the ac-
quisition of proof. Surely, in a matter
comprekending the whole face of the com-
munity, and the alledged infringement,
more or less, of the whole elective fran-
chise, a coextensive mode of investigation
ought to have been pursued. The absence,
nay, the rejection of a course so obviously
suitable and just, exposes this Report to
much suspicion, and may well make us
pause before voting for its adoption. Ior
it is not a question of principle only, and
therefore determinable, like a constitutional
point, without an appeal to public testimo-
ny; but it was a matter of fact chiefly
within the Lnowledge of the great body of
the electors, and susceptible of no satisfac-
tory scrutiny without their co-operation.
It is, therefore, not so much the langoage
of justice, as of a parliamentary majority,
now to challenge us, s you do from the
other side of the House, * to disprove the
Report if we can.” An opportunity has
been asked and refused. Had you not felt
that the more freedom you gave to inquiry,
the more would the wickedness of late trans-
actions have been exposed, you would have
both silenced objection and satisfied the
defnands of truth, by giving a further scope
to investigation by those who, know the facts
which you doubt, and are aware of testi-
mony which you never sought?  When,
Sl}‘, i proposed the other day to refer
this subject for additional evidence, it was
n;.et and avoided by 2 motion for the orders
of the day, by the hon, member (Mr, Ro-

binson) from Simcoe, 8 county which is said
to have been, during the late elecllol{, spe-
cially deluged with executive corruption.—
Iiisa mockery of justice, it is an absoll!te
derision of the people t) invite us to dis-
prove, and, at the same time, deny us _the
means. Give even now a fair opportunity,
and it shall be done. But is it according to
the laws of lhonor, or of parliamentary
courage, for a majority to challenge a min-
ority into the field, and deny them the free
usc of the same weapons as they use them-
selves? Think not, however, that you
have even by these means achived a vic-
tory.  This documeat, like all its kind,
contains the elements of its own condem-
nation.

What is this? The opinion of the Select
Committee. But where, alas! is the evi-
dence comprising the Appendix? Oh, Sir,
that is not printed! If the Select Com-
mittee needed evidence to arrive at these
printed conclusions, do you think the House
can by parliamentary magic, or a sort of
hocus pocus conjure ocus, arrive at the
same conclusions without any evidence at
all?  Assuming solemn inquiry fo be the
object, and that we are bound by an obli-
gation scarcely less sacred than an oath, to
*“render a verdict according to the evi-
dence,” the duty becomes impossible by
the temporary suppression of the testimony
in the Appendix. To judge of this Report
every member ought to see that on which
itis fc?unded. Were there no intention of
}mposing upon us, the Appendix would have
been first printed and distributed ; and af-
ter the lapse. of a reasonable time for its
;::sg‘gde;‘:(’:'"a_“ﬁn, one or two resolutions
adoption l'{';:;g tdhave been Froposed f({r
invarted . and w:raer of truth, however, is
draw a c,onclusion ir:ei o called jben to
mises ! 4 hgnorance of the pre-

cnest farmers would

2;: testimony, It is equally preposterous
U"us to adop_t this Report without first care-
ally comparing jts allegations with the tes~

timony in the A H .
sure of businzs ppendix.  Amidst a pres-

$ occupying the House from



ten in the moruing till a late hour at night,
besides the duties of select commitiges und
the necessary examination of passing moa-
sures, it is impracticable for 62 members to
have‘ access in the course of a few days, to
a solitary manuscript of evidence, so as con-
scientiously to form an opinion.

But Sir, there is still further prima facic
objection to this report. It las several
times occurred during the present session
that chairmen of scloct committees have
made reports when members of them have
stated in their place that they never heard
a word about the reports till they were an-
nounced to the [louse. Upon one of those
occasions the hon. and learned wember for
Weuntworth ( Mr. NcNab) was the chairman;
and those instances (the first in the history
of Canalian Legislation) did not pass with-
out animadversion. It is to be regretted
that the exposure of those cases did not
correct so discreditable a practice. Butsir,
the same mceneuvre was resorted to on this
occasion. The report was prepared, com-
pleted and introduced into the House with-
out the previous knowledze of the three
liberal members (Messrs. Norton, Woodruff
and Parke.) They severally made their
statements to this House; and I then sub-
mitted the following motion;

+ That Mr. Woodruff has stated in his place
in this House, as 8 member of the select commit-
tee to which was referred the message of his Ex.
cellency the Lieutenant Governor together with
the petition of C. Duncombe to the House of
Commons~in England, that about 7 o'clock on
Saturday evening, he received a notice of u meet-
ing of the select committee on the following Mon-
day morning at 9 o'clock, but did not see the
chairman at the house till about halt past nine,
when observing him go_towards the Committeo
room, he followed him in about ten tinutes, and
found him there, with Messrs. Burwell, Prince and
Sherwood ; upon which Mr. Prince immediately
said,—** we have adopted the report ;*—that he
then said to Mr. Burwell, ** it must be a very short
report to go through it so quick” to which Mr.

Burwell answered,—* we read it over on Satur-
day"—of which meeting Mr. Woodruff had no
notice ; but that had he received any intimation
that the committee were about to preparet report
he would certainly have attended. That Mr.
Parke has also stated in his place, 382 member
of the said committee, that he had no notice or
knowledge of the preparing of the said report, nor

any opportunity of examining or knowing the
contents thereof’; that he received 2 notice, late
on Sqturdu.y night, to attend at nine o’clot;k on
e oy o e, o sy

g, and that he heard the
report was adopted a little befure 10, on the same
morning ; and that he was refused by the sard
coninsitice a viow of his evidenco, as tukon down
that ho might be satisfiod of its correctness, as
was always ullowed witnesses.  And that ,Mr.
Norton has stated in his place, as a member of
the suid committee, thut he attended cvery meet—
ing of the suid committes although to his mind
conducted unsatisfactorily, of which he received
any not_iue, which did not exceed three sittings,
not having been informed of any others ; that he
roceived no notice and had no knowledge of the
preparing of the said report, excopt a notice late
un Saturday night to attend at nine o’clock the
following Monday morning, not specifying the
object ; and that on 10 o'clock of the same morn-
ing the report wassdopted without his knowledge
or consent, and therofore that the said report be
referred back to a select committee, and the order
for taking it into consideration on Monday next
be discharged.”

This motion, Sir, was lost by the pre-
vious question; the hon. member for Sim-
coe (Mr. Robinson) moved the orders of
the day.

Admitting that these proceedings will be
“perfectly satisfactory” in Downing-street,
will they be so to the British House of
Commons, or the British nation,or the Ca-
nadian people 7 Would a verdict be re-
ceived by a Judge, unless as corrupt asa
Scroggs or a Jefireys, when rendered by a
foreman without the knowledge of three of
his fellow Jurors ? It appears as ifit had be-
come known that evidence had been quietly
collected with great trouble and expense,
as well as unavoidable delay ; that it was
about to pour in from all quarters upon them
with shaming and overwhelming force ; and
that utter discomfiture could only be avert-
ed by this bold meeneuvre; a course which
no martyrdom could induce my honorable
friends to sanction. Every appeal to the
honor, justice, candor and dignity of the
House was made in vain. The three
hon. gentlemen 1 have named, were doom-
ed to submit to the indignity ; the House
refused them its protection ; and the report
under all these circumstances was received,
and wiil undoubtedly be adopted.‘



But all this is in perfect harmony with
the proceedings upon the contested election
for the 2nd riding of the metropoliian Co.

Mr. Mackenzie in belalf of himself and
the electors of the Sccond Riding of this
District, petitioned the House against the
sitting member (Mr, Thompson.) By our
rule it is provided *that all petitions to be
introduced shull be brought in immediately
after the minutes are read, and that such
petitions shall be read by the Clerk, after
the third reading of any bills that may stand
for that purpese on the order of the day;
provided such petition shall have laid on tiie
table two davs.”

In this rule, to suit our modification of
English practice,ihe term presented is avoid-
ed. The petition * 10 be introduced” is
*hrong it in,” then “lies on the table o
days,” and is then “read.”  These stages
constitute its presentment.  Election peti-
tions have (properly or impropeilv is not
now the question) always been subjected to
this rule. Hence the one to be introduced
in the above instance of Mr. Mackenzic was
“brought in” ou the 20:h December, laid
on the table two days, and on the 22d was
read.

By the Provincial Act 4ih Geo. chap. 4:
it is enacted,—** Tliar whenever a petition,
complaining of an undue election or return
of a member or members to serve in Parli-
ament shall be presented to the House of
Assembly, a day and hour shall by the said
House of Assembly be appointed for taking
the same into consideration ; & uotice there-
of in writing shall be forthwith given by the
Speaker to the petitioner or petitivners, and
the sitting member or members or their res-
pective agents,”

By another act in amendment of it, the
petitioner is required to eater into recogni-
zances wilhin 14 days afier the petition is pre
sented. It appears, therclore, that both the
House and the pesitioner had a dutv to per-
form when the petition was presented,theone
being bound (0 appoint a day and hour for its
future consideration, and the other to cnter
into securicy for costs within fourteen days.
1 first ask the question, when did the house

onsider the petition presented 50 as to re-

quire them to name 4 da.y and l}ourl rWa‘s
it when-it was brought in 1—No. Was it
when put on the table 1—No; but after it
was brought in, and lad laid on the table
two days, aad had been read. Then, and
not till then, did the house act on It. But
if they did not consider it prese{n.ed under
the law till read, surely the petiioner was
entitled to the same construction, The pe-
titioner sceing them adopt this rule o_f com-
putation in their own conduct, a[)plm’d the
same rule for his own guidance, justly sup-
posing that if he regulated his proceedings
by those of the Assembly he could not Le
wrong. Bt althoush they didl not consider
on their owa part the peiition fully present-
et 1ill it was read, yet on the part of the
petitioner it was cousidered as presented
when it was broaght in, altho’ under a rule
of the House it was in abeyance till read.
One rule of law for the house, and a differ-
ent one for the petitioner ; one measure of
justice for onrselves, and another for the
prople praying us for relief!  Generous to
ourselves, ungenerous 1o others ! Excusing
our own omissions, & yet dezaling to our con-
stituents such rigidness as wo’d discredit the
sharpest and kecnest Aitorney. And this
sharp practice, too, under our unjust con-
struction of the law, for the improper pur-
pose of stifiing inquiry ! Calculuting the 14
days for Mr. Mackenzie, from the reading
of the petition, when the house themselves
acted on it, and it was unfolded and its
contents disclosed and thereby presented
to them, he lad the whole of the +th Jan.
to enter into the recognizance ; yet en that
very day this house struck the order, for
tahing the petition into consideration, off
.lhe order of the duy ; and, as it were, signed

Judg:.m‘nt; although it was notorious that the
petitioner was at the bar, anxious to avert
that course and give the required security, &
prosecate his complaiet.  Such conduet will

not bear investigation; and is calculated to

excite a distrust of the power and justice of
this house, and a belief of their fear to al-

low 1he alleged corruptions at the Jate gene-

r.al el_c:cuons to undergo a fair and full inves-

tigation, An_inquiry involving the charac-

ter and constitution of this Assembly, the



sonduct of the Exacutive Government and
the freedom of the elective franchise, ought
not to bo arrested by captious objections, or
a coavenient two-fold interpretation of the
law.  The act enjoins that notice shall be
immediately given to the petitiongr Ly the
Speaker upon a day being appointed for
taking the peiition into consil vation. From
the Journals of the English {Iouse of Com-
mons I find thatit is their practice in such
cases to introduce and read the petition im-
mediately, and appoint o day for taking it
into consideration, notice of which is forih-
with given o the petitioner. Tlis notice
instead of being given ferihiwiih on the 221
was omitted till tie 30:h December! The
negiivence of the Speaker is the negligence
of vurselves.  Every member must impute
to himself parliamentary laches; we are
individually convicted ofabridging 1he notice
which would otherwise hve put Ar. Mac-
kenzie and his Attorney on their gnard.
Having been thus guilty of laches oursclves,
ought we rigidly to have heid the petitioner
voexcused, even hLad he been guilty of
laches 00?7 We ought to have allowed him
14 days from the time the Spe ker actually
gave the notice in fullillment of tuclaw. So
rigidly do they adliere to the Statute in Lng-
land that they immediately upon reading tie
petition give notice to the petitioner of the
day appointed for taking it into consiclera-
tion. The law in force here is a copy of
that in force in England, and are we net as
much bound by itas they are in Enzluad ?
The only diferenco is thal a petitiva has
here to lie two days upon the table before
being read and acted upon, but when acted
upon, notice should be furthwith sent to the
party petitioning. .
Mr. Mackenzie, too, was fairly enmlgd
to 1 business days of this House. Butin
order to deal out 10 him the most scanty
and niggardly measure of justice, we re-
fused to give him the holydays which we
sumptuously bestowed upon oursclves. O.n
the 22nd of December, the day the peti-
tion was read and a time appointcd for tul.;-
ing it into consideration, we adjourned ull
the 2d January in order to eat roast beef

and plum-pudding. Amidst all the feastingR
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and convivialities of tl.xo soason, Mr. 8peak-
crand all! {'orgot to give the 14 days’ notice
to the petitioncr. It was pardonable. With
stomachs greeted with all the ricliest delica-
cies of\l}c scason, and widi heads and hearts
bathed i Madeira and Champaigne, you
could not rationally be expected to conde-
scend to smaller things, Granted. But the
epicurean philosophy of a Roman age shonld
bm"\lhr.a fienerosity towards oihers amidst
sclt-.cn]oymcnr. M. Mackenzie had his
pln'lslm'us velaxation amidst an amiable and
interesting family ; and wrapt up in the
christian duties of th: season, he was ab-
sorbed in the hope of seeing ushered in, a
uew and happier year, He might havo
thought the absei.ce of the Speuker’s notice,
interded to express the philanthropy of the
House extonding to him the same seasona-
ble reeication as they enjoved themselves.
Bui—will posterity ! clicve it 7—while you
were relaxing from all the cares of the coun~
try, and forgetting even the duty required
by the Law from you to Mr. Mackenzie,
you would allow no correspording relaxa-
tion for his still enfeebled health, no ape-
lozy for his supposed forghtiulness, and no
pardon for laches not greater than our own !
Hed Lie come bere for the Speaker to enter in-
to ih. recognizances during the vacation, he
would have found notking but the three-
cornerced hat! Our high court of Parliament
was closed, ourselves dispersed, and our
worihy  Speaker lost in city festiviiies and
flighiand bliss.  Tex pavs of the fourteen
allowed Mr. Mackenzie, were merged in our
holidays! !t Xf Hlis Honor went to his coun-
try-scat at Pcrth, was Mr. Mackenzie to
follow him? Oh, melaacholy display of
Parliamentary infatuation! History wiil re-
cord this injustice, and Sir Fraucis may
praise it, and Loid Glenelg may raiify i3
but posterity will rise in judgment asaiostit,
and transmit it with your unenviabic herals
dry to future gencrations!

Mvr. Mackenzic, it must be further re-
marl.ed, acted uvpon the computation of
time, which he learnt to be the proper one
from Mr. Patrick, an esperienced and in-
telligent officer of this house. Good faith
required that we should not allow wrong to



any individual acting upon iafermation ga-
<hered from such a source. - The House had
power under the act to enlarge the time for
enterinz into recognizances; the l."efusal to
exercise that power for the promotion of en-
quicy, affordsa ground of suspicion which
po explanation can do away. )
Supposing a full and satisfactory trial to
have been our sole and hearty desire; the
sudden arrest of all proceedings upon the
above petition, and the pertinacious refusal
to allow them to be continued or in any
way renewed, have defeated our own honest
views! We had an object to attain; we
forgot the most effectual means! I beg,
Sir, your pardon; we did not forget—the
means were in our hands, and we let them
go: they were in the very course of opera-
tion, and we stopt them : our inemory was
jogged and jogged again to recognize their
justice and importance, and we did not:
we were again and again solicited to revive
those proceedings, and we refused. By this
conduct we lost an oppartunity of taking
the evidence, affecting the charges against
Sir Francis, uron oaTH.  Had the trial been
conducted before a Grenville Committee,
the very members of it constituting the
judges, would also have been sworn to the
faithful and upright discharge of their duties.
1t would have beea a tribunal acting under
the solemnity of an oath, arnd receiving evi-
dence under the same sanction. It would
have been guarded, therefore, by those sen-
timents of honor, to wnich this House is
properly alive, with the supzraddition (not
i0 bo spared) of the higher motives of re-
ligion. Had tlis Select Committee been
held to their duty by the sacred obligation
of an oath, would they have met in so de-
sultory a manner? Would members have
80 unceremoniously retired from the judg-
ment-seat, and others as uncercmoniously
taken their place and duties without having
seen the earlier stages of the inquiry, and
scanned the deportment, appearance and
very physiognomy of the witnesses T Would
not all have foliowed the industrious and
punctuat example of the hon. and learned
members for Wentworth and Brocklile
(Mesars. Shewood and MeNab) who res-
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peciively sate 12 and 14 days, while others
sate 2, 8, 4 and 5days? Would they have
solemnly adjudicated upon the whole elec-
tions of the country in 14 days with as few
witnesses, except themselves and half-a-
dozen other members? Would they have
_drawn up this Report by picce-meal as
the cvidence was given?  Would they
have oftered the indignity which has been
received by my honorable friends (Mes-
sieurs Norton, Woodruff and Parke,) and
bave drafied, considered, and adopted this
report without their knowledge or cansent,
tho’ associate judges ! Would they have
acquitted Sir Francis of all undue influence
and executive corruption before and during
the late elections 7 Let the people answer
the questions.
1t is, therefore, one of my objections, Sir,
to this report, that it is an inferior substi-
tute for a more complete investigation. It
was forced upon us, when a far better was
at command. It has compelled us to ac-
cept the judgement of the judges and the
teslimony of the witnesses upon their Par-
liamentary honor, instead of their oath.—
The uncharitable world will say,we shunned
the clearer light because our deeds were
evil. We appear to have evaded the truth
as an enemy, with whom we dare not grap-
ple in his strength.  Pray, Sir, let us yet
take that course. It is not too late. Do it
out of justice to Sir Francis; for such an
inquiry as this, so conducted and so com-
pleted, will make him appear to be guilty,
even should he be innocent. ’
With these facts before us, is it matter
of surprise that so few petitions have been
presented against returns? What suitor
would institute a Jaw suit in a court which
he apprehended, or misapprehended if you
please, to be corrupt ? It is notorious that
there are l.oud and universal complaints of
.every species and degree of executive cor-
ruption ex_ercised atihe late contests. Now
the very cxrlc)ug).stance that those complaints
are n i iti
imp]igi :r([]]is?rl::td ;Lllr)et:llf;lllebef;c])re o
the constitution e,md ur?t l f Olun dr of
bly. Tn times punity of the Assem-
past there have been nume-
rous contested elections without a hundredth
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part of the dissatisfaction which I learn
from every section of tho country. Some
to my personal knowledgo reluctantly ab-
stained from taking this step from the appre-
hension that the House was so constituted
as to justify their fear ot being seriously and
unyusily involved in ruinous costs by an ar-
bitrary declaration that the complaint was
frivolous and vexatious. Such a fear was
of course, unfounded.  But what better fate
could they expect than Mr. Mackenzie?
What better fate than Messrs. Norton,—
Woodruff ard Parke ?

The select committec, as I before remurk-
ed, dispose of what they call * the minor
parts of Mr. Duncombe's petition” and then
ssadvert to that portion of it that may just-
Iy be considered as of the greatest import-
ance, viz : the accusation against his Ex-
cellency the Licatenant Governor.”—Very
true— This is the key to the whole proceed-
ing. Nota word of concern is there from the
beginning of the report to the end of itabout
the rights & liberties of the people,—or the
freedom of election. Here you at once
detect the bias of the mind. The grand
thing, the onc of greatest importance was
the “*accusation against Sir Francis.”  Are
we the representatives of the people or of
Sir Francis? In my apprehension with all
imaginable deference to the committee and
the House, the question of greatest import-
ance is, has the confidence of the people
been abused 1 Had they secured to tuem
a peaceable election? Had they extended
1o them every facility to exercise their fran-
chisel Were they protected {rom orange-
ism? ‘Were they unawed and uninfluenced
by the unduc and corrupt exercise of exe-
cutive power ? Sir Francis, onthe contrary,
is mentioned as their first care; the people,
the last!

Let me then, proceed to inquire from the
jnternal evidence of this report, and from
acknowledged focts, whether Sir Fl:ﬂm.'is is
or is not guilty of directing unconstitutional
means against the elections.

The allegations may for the sake of arran-
gement,be classed into Ist. Orangeism—.Qd
Returping Officers and places of election,
& new patenls,—Srd cvery species of mis-

collaneous influence whic. high station co’d
command aod corruption exercise.

Orange influence is moro easily felt than
proved. It is not unlike that oppressive
.condil.ion of the atmosphere, which is felt
in all its uneasy eflects, but is otherwise in-
tangible, undiscernable & beyond detection.
The very secrecy of these baneful societies
necessarily imparts to them this character.
Nine persous cut of ten in the Province wo'd
acknowledge the prejudice which sprang
from this Orange source, and exerted itself,
whenever it was deemed an expedient aux-
iliary, throughout the country.  Baut to put
your finger upon it, is the diflicolty.  The
existence of these combirations is known,
and many places of their meeting; but the
moment you attempt a closer inspection of
the composition and operation of them, you
are cluded and defied.  You might as well
try to grasp and examine globules of
quicksilver scattered on the ground. You
remember, Sir, the mysterious disappear-
ance of Morgan among the secret fraternity
of freemasons. The most exact, laborious
and protracted investigations were institut-
ed, but all fruitless; and bis fate up to this
hour is wrapt in dark conjecture and painful
surmise. To declare, therefore, that the late
eloctions were not pervaded by an Orange
influence, so universally experienced, be-
cause not specifically and personally prav-
ed, is not more unreasonable or untrue than
to deny the prevalence of a peculiar condi-
tion of atmosphere in the cholera seasons of
1832 and 1834, because the chemist could
not exhibit it in his laboratory.

Dr. Duncombe, therefore, might be cor-
rect in point of fact, and carry with him, as
he undoubtedly does, the belief of the great
body of the people, and yet be unabla to
demonstrate the Orange agency in detail.
And perbaps the Select Committee, even
had they really endeavored with the full
extent of their authority, to scrutinize the
thing to the utmost, would have failed.—
In England and Ireland the same Orange
Lodges long existed, and carried their ma-
chinations to such an extent as 10 endanger
the liberties of the people and the stability
of the Throns ; and when the British House
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of Commons instituted a searching inquiry,
itis evident that much remained uarcvealed,
though enough came to light justly to nlarrp
tha nation. Such, ani far worse, is our si-
tantion. We have the same latent evil
without an adeguate inclination to invesii-
gate on the part of those who have the posw-
er. The minority cannot.and the majority,
I believe,will not do it In the absence of
positive proof of Execulive countenance to
Orangasism, let e remind you of the signi-
ficant conduct of Sit Francis Head upon
this subject. ;

When he assumed the government of this
country, orange violence was bold in its po-
sition and disastrous in its operation. The
history of three successive clections ia Leeds,
cfiords a painful tostimony, upon which [
couvld, but must not dilate, The honorable
member for Lanark (Mr. Cameron) touched
upon that snlicet with much eficet. | And
who that entertiins an atom of respect for
the honest, worthy and peacefel farmers of
Upper Cuanada, did not fecl a haripilatio
upon hearing tiwt in approaching the husts
ings in 1833, they were insulted and beaten;
that their clothes were ript up in the crowd ;
their bodies pierced and lacerated with cut-
ting instruments 3 and their blood made to
fill the very boots they wore!  [Dr. Relph
then tarned to Mr. Cameron and said, is
this a trac picture 7 To which he answer-
cd affirmatively.]  On that occasion Deputy
Graind-Master Gowan and Attorney Gene-
ral Jameson were associzte candidates, Tt
was not without heaps of acrimonious scur-
vility and abuse, that the election was set
aside. Beverly, in Leeds, was the scenc of
these atrocitics : and the Returning officer,
high sheriff of the Johnstown district, swore
before the Greaville committee, that it was
in every respect an unsuitable place, one in
which he did not think a peaccable clection
covld be attained. The Exccutive govern-
went, however, again ordcred the same re-
turning officer to hold a second clection at
the same place. The same tragedy was
ro-enacled; the same cruelties werc practis-
ed, not without the loss of life ; plainly
revesling that we had a Government indis-

posed to protect the people in thé exercise
of the elective franchise.

Let me read the resolutions reported by
the Grenville committee upon these memor-
able occasions.  Upon the first trial I find
the following :—

¢ Regofved, That it isthe opinion of this com.
mittee that at the late election for the county ot
Leeds, insult, interfcrence, riot, force and vio-
lence, were used to so great an extent as to inter-
fere with and prevent the freedom of election, and
that the excitement had so increased by the mor.
nirg of the fourth day of the said election that it
appears to the committee to ]mvefb‘een‘conceizeg
by the Returning-officer and eivil ‘authorities on
the ground to he heyond their co;\trgl, and that
the supporters of Messrs. Buell and Mathew M.
Howard Fisquires, candidates at the said election,
were deterred and prevented from exercising the
clective franchise in peace and safety, and voling
at the said clection.”

Upon the second trial I find the follow-
inr:

“ Resolved. That in the opinion of the com.
mittee, violenee, riot, and intimidation were car—
ried on at the laic clection {or the county of Leeds
to so great an exient as to detsr peaceable and
quict electors from geing forward to give their
voles at the said eleetion, and to matenally in-
terfere with the freedem of election, and to pre-
went the voice of the clectors of the cointy frem
being taken, and that therefore the election and
return of Robert S. Jamcison Esq. and Ogle R.
Gowan Esq. to represent the said county be de-
clared void.

“ Resolved That in ihe opinion of the com-
mittee there isno probability that a peaceable and
quiet election will be held in the said county of
Leeds under the present excited feelings of a por.
tion of the inhabitants of the said county, and
under the present law for holding clections, and
therefore the committee decm jt prnpér to recom.
mend to your hon. House that no writ for a new
clection be ordeed untit steps arctakén to secure
the freedom of elections, and enable peaceable
ani quict electors of the said county Lo excercise
their elzctive franelise in peace and safety.”

An ardous duty devolved upon the late
House of As<cmbly, and they discharged
that duty with awisdom and firmness which
ought to endear their memory to all the
ciectors of the country, Satisfied by the
evidence produced at ilie trials, that the in-
habitants of the County of Leeds could not
Wlth?llts.ome remedy against the perpetratior;
of this violence, obtaina fair representation,
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they passed a bill which provided for the
conduct of the election at, I believe, 4 dif-
ferent places ; by which arrangement, the
canadian Deputy Grand Master of Oranve-
ism found his forces weakered by wubdi
ions, and obliged to array (hewselves at
places wheve they were not sn well rereiv-
ed or so sale in their operations, as at far
famed Beverly.

Thiz il so reasonable in jts provi-
sions and so paiiotic in ils Ghjet, was
at first rejocted by the Governwent, or,
which is virtually the sanie, by the Legisla-
tive Council.

At Farmersviils, o, iothe vicinity of
Beverly, ariot not iess shameivl and out-
rageous had taken place.  The farmers
were peaceably assembled at a public meet
ing, for the purpose simply of voting their
thanks to Earl Ripon, then [lis Majesiyv’s
principal colonial Secretary of State, for bis
celebrated despatch, and generally for Lis
benevolent deportment towards the people
of the Province, for his generous canidern-
tion of their wants and wishes, and for his
constitutional respect to the infant institu-
tions of the country throush which he ap-
peared desirous, as far as posuble, to ad-
minister their public affairs.  The Torics
and orangenien, hating Earl Ripon for his
liberality, made a violent attack upon the
chairman, dragged him from his seat, and
inflicted severe blows in addition to other
indiznities.

The existence of this kind of combination
for outrage, violence and intimidation, was
thus abundantly estallished ; and it became
the duty of the late Hounse of Assembly to
exercise their constitutional power and in-
fluence for the further and future protection
of the people.  Sir Francis Head professed
the character of a Reformer. Suspicionwas,
indeed, justly awakened by his evasively al-
ledging to (he late Assembly that * b had
better steadily look forward to the future
than he observed in occupyinghimself solely
m re-considcring the occarrences of the
past; and that although the latter occu-
pation was not useless, yet that to at'-
tend to both was impossible.”  This
lenguage showed but little disposition to

learn from the history of the colony its ex-
isting cendition 5 and if he shut his eyes to
the events of the past, how could he judge
of men and things for the fature? In the
same evasive manner he talked of redress-
ing “ only real grievances;” by which con-
venient poliiicn! formula, he armad himself
with a veady exeuse that any assignable
viiwanee was ot sufficientdly “real” to
demand redress ! While he wonld himself
searecly lup i the top of the most noxions
weeds in tie process of shedding their seeds,
he has in unmeasured terms denounced
the people who desire to take them up
by the rog Notwithstanding their dis-
trpst of liis sincerity, the late Hoase of
Assewbiy hoped atall events to obtain from
himsome relicf against this Orange combi-
nation, then s alarming in England, and not
loss so here.  They thercfore sent him the
following address :—

¢ That yrur Bxesilency will be pleased to in-
form this ifouse whether the goverminent of this
provinca have taken or determmed to take any
steps to prevent or discourage public processions
of Orango ~ncictios or to discourage the forma-
tion or continuance of such societies.”

To which address Sir Francis Head sent
the following answer.

«The government of this provinee has neither
taken nor has it determined to take avy steps to
prevent or discourage the formation or continu=
anco of such socicties.”

How, si, cou'd any man with the history
of this colony before him, give such an ans-
wer to such a request from the representa-
tives of an almost bleeding people, unless
he was, indeed, devoid of all sympathy
for the peopls he governed ; insensible to
the value of their dearest rights; indifferent
to their peaceful exercise of them; & abso-
lately steeled by his Poor Law Commis-
sionership amonr the poor in Kent, against
the essential sentiments of humanity. Here
an evil existed afleciing the peace, welfare
and good government of the country. He
was asked by the late Assembly, in the
wost delicate mauner, not to correct it, but
if ho intended to correct it ; and he answer-
ed in the negative. This pretended refor-
mer was pointed to a real grievance of the



He was asked by the re-

first maganitude.
He refused !

formers to redress it,

With these facts, sir, before e, can.l
justify myself to the couniry, i!‘.l vate lov
the adoption of this report, which acquiia
Sir Francis Head of directlv ov indirecily
countenancing the orange combinations bro’t

1o bear againsc the people at the late elec-
tions 7 Impossible !

What better encouragement conld orange
associations reeeive, than this perempio:y
refusal to precent them? What more effic-
tual countenance than this refusal even “to
discourage their tormation”  What mare
certain sapport, than this refusal to interfere
against their ** continnance”l e must Le
an orangeman himself!  He must Le one
of the initiated ! [le was conscious, unds r
this appeal for their suppression, of tender
sympathy for kis own fraternity ! His con-
duct admits of no other explanation ; it in-
volves a difficulty, which is susceptible of no
other salisfactory solution, And never will
I vote for this Report, which represents
him as the encmy of orangeism, when he
has thus professed ard proved bimself, it’s
friend and patron,

Tam aware of the apology offered for
him. He was not at that time apprised of
a similar request from the British House of
Commons to his most gracious majesty, and
his Majesty’s most gracious and patrioiic
answer. Let me consider it.  In the furst
place I observe a singular coincidence of
wisdom and patriotism between the Housc
of Conumans and the late House of Assem-
bly. Cowpare Sir, their respective address-
es,

The Mouse of Comm
Feby., 1836.

* Resnlved, That an humble address be presen.
le'(l to His Majosty, praying that Iiis Majesty
will be gracionsly pleased 1o tuke such measures
es to His Majesty may scem adviseable, for the
effectual discouragement of Orange Ludges, and
generally pf all political societies excluding mem.

ersof a different religious faith using secret signg
and symbols, and actions by means of associated
branches.»

This singularly comports with the
dress of the late Assembly.
and

ons on the 24th

ad-
) ly.  Each, careful
anxious for the publie tranqnility, ap.
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peals to the Throne for the attainment of
the same end ; the King is requested to do
it, while his Representative is simply asked
if he intends to do it.  Each was engaged
neaily at the same time in attempting to
secure the same redress of the same griev-
ance in the. same manner, and ncarly in the
same terms.

This fact alone confers a glory and dis-
tinction upon the fate Hounse of Assembly,
which history will record and perpetuate,
The mian who has traduced them, and se-
duced a guileless people unworthily to de-
ser. them, will live, indeed, upon the same
historic page; but it wiil be in the contrast
of alight and shade,which will for ever stri-
kingly exhibit each extreme. Compare,
sir, in the next place, the respective azswers
of his Majesty and his represeniative.

Ttis Majesty — Sir F. B. Head:—

“The Government
of the Province has
neither taken, nor has
it determined to take,
any steps to prevent or
discourage the forma-

tion or continuance of
such societios.”

“ I willingly assent to
the prayer ¢f my faith.
ful Commons, that [
would be pleased to dis
courage orange lodges
and other secret societ-
ies. It ismy firm do-
termination to discour-
age all such seerct so~
cieties in my dominions;
and I rely conficently
on the fidelity of my
Loyal Subjects to snp.
port me in this deter.
mination.”

Behold the contiast!
ence between being goverred by a King
ideatified with and living in the midst of
kis people, aud being governed by an un-
svmpathising stranger ! I spezks velumes.
The late representatives of tiro people (the
people will hercafter honor and revere them)
begged from Sir Francis, quarter for the
stabbed and wounded elecrors of Leeds.
There is his refusal, which may be said to
be written cooly in their blood ! Every
future outrage, every fife it sacrifices and
all the gore 1t may shed, must rest npon his
head. The inhabitants have already reco-
vered from theijr panic and delusion : they
a;,re already conscious of the impositions
;}at h:ve been practiced, the frauds that

ave been worked upon them ; and therg

Bebold the differ-



isnata Canadian by biith, by cduacation, or
byfeelmg, whodoes not ackuonlodge a pang
at the thoneht that ho was Leaisibed to be-
tray and deseet as honest servants as provi-
dence vver bestowd upon a free peopla,

Such was the answer of Siv Francis Head
to the Late tlouse of Assembly.  He was not
aware of 11 Majesiys answer: and thero-
fore we Know wliat he would dgq if he could.
When he was ignerant of the comine man-
date from Downing-Steeat, and when he
hoped to rule such matters in the plenitude
of his prevozative aud selt will, he resotved
to nourish these Orange Grievances, Fully
apprised o theie evil and waenitude in
Encland, whence he had lately come, he
cooly ant deliberately conemplated their
perpetaation in this devored lad, I he
should now redress thisreal ciievance, it will
be from necessity and not from choice s It
will be because the Kinr commands and he
must obey.  Yes, he will now do to retain
his office, what he would uot voluntarily
have done to protect the people.

Duricy the present session, the same sub-
ject has bieen brougut under his notice.  He
transmitted to usby message cevtain docu-
ments frum Lord Glenelg; and an address
drew from him some further information on
the same topic. Itis remarkable that on
either of those occasions did he voluntecr
one generous assurance to the people that
he would use his inflience and authority to
discountenance and put down these Orange
associations. We have seen enough of Co-
lonial Government to experience how fre-
quently instractions from Duwnipg-Streut
are evaded, delayed or openly disobeyed.
Now after chilling the country with the de-
claratiou that he did not intend to redress
this real and portentous grievance, surely
duty and good fecling required lum (if he
really intended it) to cheer us on such ap-
propriate occasions with an assurance of his
resolution promptly and r'.hevrful.ly w pursue
an opposite policy. But both his late mes-
sages are sullenly silent upen thiat most
interesting point. The House, indeed,
informed that he is ordered to doit, but he
accompanies his instructions with no inti-
mation of his readiness to comply. Was
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such significant silence intended to avoid a
pledue which his oppositedetermination wo’d
natallew to be re Jeemed? Was it to forbear
A promise which he knew he never would
fulill? Or for what other reason could he so
pointedly abstain from tendering on two
snitable opporiunities, an assurance which
wits needed to connteract the apprelicnsion
accasioned by his former answer,und convey
to all hands of Orangemen the expression of
liis displcasure, and the veto of his authori-
vl

But he did not chuse s9 10 exercise his
Majesty’s prerogative ; and with such facts
before e, can I justify myself to the coun-
toy if [ vate for the adoption of this report,
which acquits him of directly o1 indirectly
countenancing the orange vivlence and in-
fluence bronght to bear against the people
at the late elections 7 Impossible !

The extent of the influence exercised by
means of recent patents, will perhaps never
be fully ascertained. 1t isamong the secrets
of the government, and we have vpon this
occasion only as much information as they
chuse voluntarily to disclose.  Any such
suppression is not alledged as 2 complaint,
for the error must ke traced to ouseives.—
Whatever is imputed to Sir Francis, -:eces-
sarily attaches itself to this Assembly 5 and
vet we are assuming to ascertain the condi-
tion of the country, which, if the prevailing
outcry Le true, has been so flooded with
corruption, as to sap the very founlaiion of
public liberty, leaving no other unimplicated
saurce for redress, than the paramount au-
thority of the Parent State, or the original
and fundamental power of the people.

Application has been made to Sir Francis
hy address,for what you cqnsldcr the neces-
sary information respecting the [m:eqts.
This information is to acquit or convict him.
The charges must be true or false; for if
you refuse to admit the alternative, lhe‘ in-
vestigation is childish. But if rue ()’0“]"
own inquiry admits the question doubtful)
is he worthy of credit7 Would e not eyvc;g
be capable of making false returns .,“ 0
he not shelter himself under the maxim, "g
man is bound by law to criminate himself?
Self-preservation is the first law of nature,
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and although some men thercare, Who‘ “’I‘”d
yield office, emolument and lite ltse-lfz rat her
than sally their honor, yet such beroic mor-
ality cannot fairly be ;nsvsume‘xl for lholsC,fvho
are thought fit subj-cts for this new-tashion-
ed impeachment. Culprits have been known
to protest their innocence to (.!1-',- very lz}st.
The view of death; the certainty of ey
ushered after a biiet struggle into a fearful
eternity 3 and the prosnect oi'a final doon,
the duraiion of which no time can measure,
the pangs of whichno tyngue can tell, have
not been overwhilming enoughto awe some
men into repentant confession. But with
the most solemn protestations upon their
dying lips, you launch thew iato’ another
world,

Thisis your ordinary course of jusiice.—
It is founded upon the maxim, that the ac-
cused cannot be witnesses for their own ac-
quittal.  Yet with boasting and exultation
you spread out eertzin returns furnished by
a Government impeachied for Treason, and
call upon us to admit those returns as the
means of exculyation. The exculpation
too, which you so promptly and unhesi-
tatingly recognize, “ is also an exculpa-
tion of this House; for it cqually proves
on the one hand, that the government
inflicted no wound upon the liberties of
the people at the late clections, and on
the other hand, that we are the fice
and indepeadent representatives of a free
and uninjured constituency.  This kind and
source of proof (1o say the least of it) needs,
and ought 10 receive abundant corrabora-
tion; or the question never should have
bee}l agitated. 1t is impossible for me to
decide what furibes information misht be
collected from a vaticty of quarters; nor
would the House favorably entertain a my-
tion recentl_y made for the purpose of a
fmore extensive invesiigation, 1 am ohliged
to fonnAmy opinion {rom this Report and its
appendices, which § have had an ouportu-
Bity of cursorily reading only once.’

The evidence upon this subjeet, finnished
Py the Committee, is Open 10 SUsHIcion.—
Take the testimony of M. Richio as an ex-

::;sl:_:[.‘ It is not very long: and I wi]}

* WrrLrsny Ricaey Esq. Agent to the Commin.
sioner of Crown Lands lives at Barric on Lake
Simcoe, tock out some deeds for the persons set—
tled in that part of the country the settlement of
which he had been superintending—D>Many of the
persons for whom ke took out deeds had been on
their lands for four yours and upwards, and none
Tess than three—'i'hat he took out n» deeds ezcept
he wag anthoirand 1o daso by theoirners of t}lfa land
‘that he distributed th2 samo openly und without
reference to whem the pitenters would vote—
That he mentioned to the Licut Governor'that
the persons who wanted their decds were enlnlc@
to thew, and thought they would vote for consti-
tutional candidate:—That &ir F. B. Head strictly
ceminanded iciiness notin any mannero e rclore
as Goct, durnt or use any influcqce hig sitnition
cave kim at the election, but to hand the deeds
‘upcnly to them that were eptitlod to them, which
witness did —"T'hat out of a nuimber not cxceeding
130 potantswhich peivous residing in the country
were entitled to, and which were in witness’ pos.
session for them, only about thirty were called
tur, 2nd only part of' that thirly voted. Witness
states it was strictly his daty to get vut the deeds
for such 1 ersons as he had settlcd and were enti-
tled to them ; no deed was issued excepl uh the
conditions of the ;runt were cumplied with—At-
tended the claction of Simeoe~—Is an Orangeman
—Tiiere were no bands of orjanized Orangemen
at the clection, and if there had been witnoss
mus have known it

This witness presents himself in the two-
fold character of “urent to the commissi-
oners of crown lands,” and privato itgent
for other persons.  Tlus misture of public &
private ascacy, often produces conflicting
duties, Qe Lad in this case to scrve divers
musters : and if the allegations asiinst the
government are true, he had te accommo-
date a corrapt executive conspiring against
the frecdom of the clective franchise, and
nmeraus electors of all tempers and of
all creeds in religion and politics, The task
upon the .ﬁue ot it, would be indeseribably
chfﬁ.cull, i bot impracticable ; nd jt shews
e m‘\puhcx of thus blending duties which
may from tircumstances become inconipa-
tible, conflicting or compromising. But we
must tuke the wilness, as we fing him, with
the further honors, blushing on hin, as an
OrancEmaz.

He informs us % that Le took out no deeds
unless he was authorized to do so by the
owners of the lang.» We afterwards are

told he took oy 130 patents” i
& f :
* only 30 were called forl.)" o which




Thi is.ralher mystetious. One hundred
persons give special instructions to their
agont for their deeds; and yet are so indif-
ferent upon the matter as not to call for
them! T havo often remarked the eager~
ness with which our farmers lay hold of the

King's patent for their title.  The estate it
conveys is the support of themselves, and
the duberitenee of icie children, I cmbo-
dies the interesy and feelings of the whole
family. Tiireis alwaysa special place for it,
in their once happy homes ; & whon they do
grasp it in their hands, they lodge it among
their treasure. It transends beliof that one

hundred persons so anxious about their deeds
as specially to combine to employ a com-
mon agent, would not afterwards even call
for them !'!

This apathy ill aceords withthe evidence of
the Depaty Register, who represents the pub-
lic office sv prodigiously thronged by anxious
applicants for tidings about their deeds, as to
arrest all business, and blockade the buildings.
It1s strauge the good people shoald take a
pilgrimage to Toronto about Patents, which
were not, in their estimation, worth seeking
for, when brought almost to their homes.—
Mr. Jarvis is a man of honor. Tow, then,
can it beexplained ! Just, sir, as you explain
that condition of the mind, under which you
say, '*a minute seems (o me an hour.” It
w23 a2 delusion. Every welcome visitor of

Tory visage, made the impression of a hun- .

dred at another time: and with a head whirling
round with the intrigues going on, he
‘felt and believed every thing about him to
participate the same pressure and confusion.
It proves to mny mind, that Sir Francis and
bis sattalites were in busy motion ail the
while.

Suppose one hundred and thirty persons
of my good old friends in Middlesex, had
been on their farms three or four years; that
they had made the stubborn oaks, with their
bumerous rivals in the forest, to lay pros-
-trate at their feet under the sweat of their
brow ; that they had paid the fees and per-
formed the settlement duties; that they had
with all the labor and under all the priva-
tions incident to a new settlement, cleared
-a comfortable farm, erected a house, and
filled it with all which constitutes the charm,
called our kome ; and that lhc)}‘were then
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told lhf:ir deed would await them at London
on u given day. Dy you believe one hay.
dred of that number would fail with all ala-
crity and zeal punctually to obey the hap)
summons ?  And suppose further that they
had themaclves with previous solicitude, paid
the same agent to bring them. Do you not
feel it to be still more incredible that they
would stay away with indifference 7 And
supposo still further that the time and place
of their own arrangement and previous con-
cert with their agent, was an eventful gene-
ral election. Do you think jt possible that
one hundred would under )l these circum-
stances,forget or neglect their own arrange-
ment to secure their estates by putting their
deeds into their pockets? This defies my
credulity.  There must be some mistake,
The matter his not yet been sifted to the
bottom.

1t appears from the Report (page 12,)
that besides the above 130 patents, others
also destined for the election of Simcoe,
were placed in this witness’s hands, making
a total of 303!! Mr. Richie had delivered
to him “all the patents remaining in the
ofiice, some of them 10 and 15 years old,
and not knowing whether the grantee lived
in the county or pot;” aund of this number
170 were returned, the owners not having
applied for them.”

Those admissions are important, and force
a conclasion the very opposite to what they
were intended to induce. During the last
15 years there have been six elections; at
neither of which so much officiousness was
manifested by the public functionaries, as to
send these deeds “in a wild goese chase™
after their negligent owners. The very fact
that government patents were thus crowded
at the Simcoe poll at *hap-hazard” to find
voters, betrays a very suspicious activity :
it is, t00, an executive activity exerted on
this occasion only, and is inseparable from
the prevailing complainis of corrupt execu-
tive influence. Even the dusty deeds from
their dusty shelves were ca!led into play.—
They rumaged for every thing new and old,
known and uoknown, called and uncalled
for, in order perchance to hit upon salllfl"3
straggling claimants, who would gratefully
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reward an obsequious government with their
votes! Sir Francis and those who acce_pl_ed
his gracious invitation, “to embarlj their i
terests with his character in the sanie boat,
inust have trembled at an impending ship-
wreck, when, as a forlorn hope, they threw
over, as it were, every anchor at random,
without previous soundings or moorings, to
find for them a chance salvation.

Of the above deeds, 170 were returned.
For what purpose were thev sent! Let
any farmer in the country imagine himself
at the hustings, either as a candidate or an
elector, and that when the polling began, a
government land agent arrived, loaded
with 303 patents, direct from the exective
departments ; would not the announcement
produce an instantenesus panic?  Would
not the electors be immediately disposed to
retire from an unequal contest { And would
not the popular candidate withdraw from,
apparently, an unavailing struggle 7 There
is offcnce enough, to my mind, in exhibit-
ing at an election such an array of govern-
ment deeds in the significant custody of a
. vernment agent. It is no defence to say,
17, of them were useless; perhaps sham
d-eds.—A fictitions display is some times
made in the arg of war to deceive a superior
enemy. And it is remarkable that the very
effects, immediately ramoured to have been
produced at the Simcoe election, were pre-
cisely what you would a priori expect from
the operation of these acknowledged causes.
The law prevents a parade of 303 soldiers
at the Lustings, (though Sir Francis might
pretend them to be for the comfort of ?he
electors) and the parade of your govern-
ment patents was equally imimidnting and
discouraging to the voters, and equally
w1’;‘!411]ed and disgraceful in the executive.

£ witness states, that he diswributed the

same openly and without reference to whom
, the lfatenlees would vote”—This is singular
Phraseo]ogy. When the question is asked
‘tow h_om would the patentees vote™? Tilé
igs":;;';a"ca_‘ answer is, lhg returning officer. 1le
wht;ml;?lizm' who receives the vote, or to
given. But 'tis not said 1y have

o )

L'een ’r:one without reference to the voter to know

Sor what eundidates he would vote. Admitting
t=1

tha ' i
t tho' uot so expressed, it was so meant ;

itis loose evidenee from 2 commll}ee on
which have sate FIVE LAWYERs!!! Bue
concede to Sir Francis the benefit of giving
to the evidence in his favour an import
whichit does not really bear; still there is the
absence uf that cross examination which was
necessary to'elicit the t_ruth and the whol'e
truth clearly and unequivocally. Hence this
ambiguous sentence not qnly remains upex-
plained, but is rendeved Sl:lll more ambnguous
by the very next declaration qf the witness,
<’ that he mncotioned to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor that Lie thought the grantees would vote
for constitutional candidates.” The evidence
therefore, implies that he had previously e-
lectioneered for Sir Francis, and consequently
he needed oo repetition of such intrigne at the
hustings. True, perhaps, it was, that the
deeds were given at the election openly and
without reference to voters, as to the political
use they would make of them. Butol what
avail is such a declaration. if the point had
been previously concerted, or agreed upon, or
understood ?  And unless such a previous
canvas had been made for Sir Francis, how
could the witness tell the manner in which
they would exercise their elective franchise.
You will admit, sir, that while there is am-
biguous evidence of Executive influence at
the election, there is positive evidence of aun
antecedent ascertainment of their disposition
to vote for ‘ constitutional candidates,”” an
imposing title lately assumed by the Tories.
There is no sifting examioation by the com=
mittee, almost of lawyers too, respecting the
‘time and mode of getting this information.
H(? mxght have been previously employed and
palq (for uny thing that appears in the exam-
inatioa to the contrary) to peddle through the
settlement the viceregal appeals, to he pres-
ently noticed, to the hopes, the fears and the
passions of the electors; or they might have
L 0 s oy, il
o y Dave been elicited by a faithful
Sross examivation. The fact, vnexplained
and unsifted by so learned a committee, al-
lrg\rvzxr:lzm] for unfavorable surmises. Assume
mple, any county of the Province, and
where is the man who could vouch for 303
2€Cl0r51 The witness does not think that
m‘;i’;ysy"]:;t"ﬁg ;';os:egsfetsnem woulq vote l'o.r the
about all. Taa voamey e dualified opinion
divers: 0acountry like this, with t
versityof political opini . grea
Ohtical opinion, and no small share
of party feeling, it appears i i N
sible that 303 ale PP! incredible, impos-
o ctors could in an ioned
limits be found with this al y assigne
most miraculous



wnanimity. But _this unanimity, sir, misht
have been ascertained and insured by actual
commuaication with them,by a significant lee-
ture upon the value of their deeds coming

to the poll, and the matchless excellence of

Sir Francis’s ** bread and butter.”

The wilnes_s was of course, “ strictly com.
manded not in any mauner to interfere as wo-
verument agent or use any influence his situ-
ation gave him at the Election.” 'The whole
evidence, (loose, indeed, and unsatisiactory)
is without any dates or approximation te dates.
But no matter when the * commmand” was
given, why was it limited by the expression
¢ at the clection.” very man, much more
every government agent, knows that little mis-
chiet can be done ‘‘at an election,” when
compared with what can be accomplished
before an election. It really seems to me.
from this carbled evidence in the appendix,
that the witness had explained to Sir Francis
more in detail than we have it, the services he
hud readered, the deeds he had in a bashel,
& the votes he had secured ; when Sir I'rancis
fearing the witness might commit himself at
the huostings, cautioned him to suspend all
operations **at the Election.” Tt was good
advice as far as it went. But it did not go far
enough. The limitation might be taken by a
zealous partizan to give him every scope, ex-
cept the interdicted time and place, *“ at the
Eiection.”” Words are known to some men
in all their force and meaning—and in this
case we are not scanning the language of a far-
mer. or half-educated gentleman ; but of the
author of *the bubbles of Brunen” and
« Travels over the Pampas and the Aundes.”

A conversation between Sir Francis and
Me. Ritchie is partially related. T confess, I
should like to know the whole of i, and re-
gret it was not more fully elicited. It was no
doubt an interesting one; but how came it to
pass? Men may have a chance meeting in a
bar-room ; or a club : or, in a state of society
less civilized than in Toronto, a vulgar person,
assuming the door always to be open, might
violate its threshold and unceremoniously be-
take himself to a little chit-chat even with a
superior. 'This gort of obtrusion and unde-
fined intercourse, would be insufferable to a
persopage of monarchical refinement, and
wholly inconsistent with the deportment every
where conceded to Mr. Ritchie. This impor-
tant interview, therefore, must have been com-
manded by Sir Francis: and there must haye
heen a motive, an object, or a8 lawyers call it,
«n inducement to it. This inducement can
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only_bo co'llectefl from what tvanspired at this
gracious interview : and what wasit? The
whole conversation, the whole subject matter
and pumculurs of it, comprehended g freneral
clection, the number of deeds he had, qud the
cmuli:llees fur whom the grantees would vote H
to which s ".“'1"‘1 some demi-royal advice

uljter the fashngn of Lord Chesterfield, abuut
I:_s good bilaviour at the hustings. What,
Sir, is all this, buta clear, positive and definite
interlerence with our elections? The above
is but a peep into things as they are; & what
should we not see, if we had a full and fair
view 7—I cannot bring myself to Lelieve that
Mr. Ritchie v s the first to offend Sir Fran-
cis'sdelicacy vith so impertinent a topic. It is
incredible that as soon as he was ushered into

his presence,he volunteered as welcome news,

* 8ir Francis, I have got, do you know, a

parcel of deeds, aye, :10) uf thewm, all for Sim-

coe, and I'll tell you, they will all vote for the

tories.”

But for a moment suppose that Sir Francis
did not by any unconstitutional and undue in-
quiries and intrigues with My, Ritchie, draw
fromn him this unseasonable and indecorous
communication,—still it is singular he did not
give the witness a gentle rebuke! Suppose
the judges were holding a court, and a person
could be found with courage enough to get
into their presence and begin to tell them a-
bout the trial, the means he had at command,
the use he was about to make of them, and
the probable result; would not any judge we
have, indignantly repel Lim from his presence,
if not instantly commit him? And how can
we account for the fact that similar offence ta
Sir I'rancis was not similarly resented?  If.
Mr. any-one were now to wait on him and say,
« Sir Franeis, I have such and such * bréad
and butter” [whatever it might be] for so ma-
ny members of the Assembly; Iam going to
deal it out, and I think they will all vote for
your acquittal.” Itisimpossible he could re-
ceive or answer such an intimation with com-
placency : yet it does not essentially differ
from a like communication made to bim dur-
ing the late contests, when “his character and
their iuterests were embarked in thesame boat.’
Here is a case in which the vice-regal dignity
is insulted by a conversation, the very intro-
duction of which implied 3 confidence in his
corruption. And the mystery is,that there is
no rebuke. It can only be accounted for,upon
the supposition there was a good under-
standing about the whole matter between the
two—-S8ir Francis was the principal, Mr.
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/Ritchie truly the agent. Had the former
ueeded any official information within the
sphere of his duty,that mfnrma.llon could bave
been effectually and authentically obtained
from the head of the department, the hon’ble
Mr. Sullivan, Commuissioner of Crown Launds.
But when we see him going bevond this offi-
cial source, and engaged in close confabula-
tion about an election with a subordinate offi-
cer, a land agent, half public and half private,
it induces the presumption that their mutual
abject was equally unofficial, subordinate and
intriguing, .
According to this fragment of evidence,
“S8ir F. R. Head strictly commanded witness
not in any manner to interfere as governmeat
agent, or use any influence his situation gave
him at the Election.” I should like to know
what the witness had said to induce a suspici-
onin Sir Francis’s mind, that he would act
otherwise. To tell a man uot to steal,implies
that you think him a thief—and unless Mr.
Richie in his over zeal, tendered certain ser-
vices, which even Sir Francis thought of a
questionable character, he would scarcely
have insulted, evenan inferior, with such a
caution. If he thought him capable of cor-
rupt conduct, he ought immediately to have
dismissed Lim, instead of commending him
to an election. If he thought him incapable
of corrupt conduet, the needless prohibition
must have been wantonly cruel, and so lace-
rating to the feelings of an honourable man,
as to have wrung from him an expression of
wounded pride. On the contrary, Sir Francis
and Mr. Richie seem good friends about the
whole of it, Mr. Richie is eloquent about
the number of his deeds, and their virtue at
the approaching election ; Sir Francis seems
pleased with the music, and says, * you must
not interfere at the elections, you know, Mr.
Ritchie;” who perhaps responded with g
wink, and was then bundled off from the vice-
regal presence at government house with 303
deeds, for persons known and unkoown, to be
dealt out at the Hustings during the Simcoe
election to persons who, the agent though,
would vote for the tories !
The prohibition, too, merely restricted him
in the exercise of his influence, *as govern-
ment agent.” This would be latitude enough
for 99 men out of one hundred. Ag go-
vernment agent” he did nothing; as « My,
Ritchie” he’ did every thing! Of the «ipn-
fluence his situation gave him,” he made
1o use ; of the influence, which vanity ascrib-
ed to Mr. Ritchie, as Mr. Ritchie, he made
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every use! It wasa geat application of the
w Bond.” It is the discovery of a new.art;
viz :—to be and not to be, at the same time!
For instance ; when Sir Francis first organiz-
ed his present council, we have the evidence
of two of it's members, the Hon. Messrs.
Sullivan and Augustus Baldwin, that the hon.
Myr. Sullivan gave a writing, (the precise form
of which 1s still concealed) to the Hon. Mr.
Allan,that in the event of the death or absence
from the Province, of the Lieut. Gover'm.)r,
the former would resign, so that the adminis-
tration might pot fall on him by virtue of the
King’s instructions, but upon Mr. Allan. This
writing was drawn up by Sir Francis, in the
council chamber, or if you please, in the
clerk’s room adjoining it, and regularly sign-
ed, perhaps sealed too, and delivered in the
viceregal presence. It was, to be sure,decep.
tive and politically nefarious, to impose upon

a confiding community the belief that the pre-

siding councillor would upon the faith of the

Royal instructions, succeed upon a vacancy

to the administration of their affairs, while

there existed a secret document both to defeat

the Royal instructions and disappoint well

founded public expectation. It was natural

for the late house to desire, upon an uncertain

rumour of foul play being abroad, to learn

upon what footing the contingent government

of this country rested. They therefore ad-

dressed Sir Francis for,

‘* Copies of any bond or agreement between
your Excellency and any of your present Execu.
tive Council, or between any two or 1nore of the
said Council, by which it is stipulated in what
manner the Government shall be administered, or
who shall adminster the Government of this Pro-
vinee in case of the above named occurrence.”

Sir Francis replied :

I have entered into no bon

any sort with my present Exccutive Council and

Y do not possess, nor does ther i

any document of such

more of the said Counc;l,
This denial of

istence of such

d or agreement of

away. How wasit
2 modern system of logic,
ment, * to be and not to be.”
Tl'll‘;e:r:a::su 2‘}1,02 a bond, but not i counetl,

0 agreement, but 'twag ip 5
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state of aheyance; not in the clouds, to be
sure, but in an hon'ble cogncillor's breeches
pocket. Altho’ it affected the future govern-
ment and destinies of the country, yet being
off the file of the executive council office, it
became an official non entity; our public re—
cords may thus conveniently be made to vanish
in the twinkling of an eye!—It was an alien,
without cognizable rights, born in the clerk’s
chamber instead of the council chamber : and
althongh it avowedly spravg (perhaps as Mi-
nerva did from Jupiter's brain) from Sir Fraa-
cis's fingers, yet it was illegitimate! Thus
outlawed, the Assembly were assured ** there
was in council no such bond,” with a mental
reservation, however, that there was such a
bond out of the council. This, perhaps, wo’d
not have satisfied Lord Glenelg. But from
certain extracts, published from ao explavatory
despatch, it appears that this non descript do-
cumeat, this political hermaphrodite, had been
guilty of treason ! Yes; it had, we are grave-
ly told, assumed a part of the vice-regal name!
Bonp. Assuming it to have beeo intended as
an indignity, we are further gravely told, that
it justified an evasive answer, a denial of its
existence.—~Kindness, now a-days, will justi-
fy prevarication. It is perfectly satisfactory.
Very well. Were youto ask ‘for a state-
ment of the influence which Mr. Ritchie, gov-
ernment Land agent, used at the late election”
Sir Francis would reply “ Mr. Ritchie, gov-
ernment Jaad agent did not use his influence
at the late election.” In vain would you
prove, as in this case, every point and degree
of influence, of which an election is suscepti-
ble ; in vain would you prove that the agent
had a special interview with the Lt. Governor
upon the very subject of the election ; in vain
would you prove that by preconcert, he carried
out 303 deeds for persons who, it was thought,
would vote for the tories; in vain would you
prove that the Lieutenant Governor even con-
decended to prescribe the conduct of the agent
at the election ; in vain would you accumu-
late facts (only a few of which ever, canon
such occasions be brought to light) to mani-
fest the various kinds and degrees of influence
brought to play before and during the elec-
tion! The answer is simple; *‘It was not
done as government agent ;” that was strictly
true; and of what Mr. Ritchie did as Mr.
Ritchie T officially know nothing. This ex-
culpation Lord Glenelg would call * perfectly
satisfactory ;" and many an agent resting on
:he authority of a viceroy, and the hovor of
w English Peer, might work every species of

executive political corruption, and yet sustain
an all sufficient vindication! It really seems
that Sir Francis, as Sir Francis, and Mr.
Ritchie, as Mr. Ritchie, concerted a great
deal about the election; but respectively as
Lieut. Governor, and Land agent, they hold
themselves innocent of doing anything.

Much of the same character appears to be
the evidence of the Clerk of the Crown in
Chaucery. With due executive gallantry he
relieves Sir Francis, and declares that what he
did, was ** upon his own respousibility.” It
was dooe, not by the Clerk of the Crown in
Chaaucery, not by the Deputy Register of the
Province, butby * Sam’] Peters Jarvis, Esq.”
It is useless to press the Lt. Governor for fur-
ther explanatory information, because all he
knows on his part, is as Sir Francis Bond
Head ; and if you were to address him in that
character, you would be properly told “ I can
only communicate with you as Lt. Governor.”
If, Sir, this is Monarchy, it has sadly degene-
rated sioce I left England.

It is remarkable that Mr. Jarvis was not ex-
amined and cross-examined before the select
committee. His evidence is altogether epis-
tolary. This gentleman is a citizen, and
therefore every day within reach of a sum-
mons ; and yet he is exempted from viva voce
testimony, which might have elicited a great
deal more than can even be conjectured from
the evidence of Ritchie. When we have in
any investigation, two or three leading wit-
nesses, it is usual to make the most of them.
They form a prominent part of the proof ad-
duced ; and professional talent is often dis-
played in extracting from a witness what he
does not like to disclose unless the question
is put to him, or what from ignorance of its .
bearing and importance, he omits to relate.—
In this case, he had been in full communica-
tion with Mr. Ritchie uponthe subject of those
suspicious patents, had committed a heap of
them to his care and distribution, not surely
without instructions, and had destined 303 of
them for Simcoe. Under these circumstan-
ces, as Mr. Jarvis was a co-adjutor with the
agent, and must have Lad much to say and do
in what formed the res gesta, it would ob-
viously have been satisfactory and instructive,
had be also been favored with an opportunity
of being unburdened of all that had passed
upon this half examined subject between him-
self and the agent as well as Sir Fraoeis. It
is again remarkable that the hon. Mr. Sullivan
was also favored with a similar exemption. —
Yet he is the Commissioner of crown lands,
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to whom Mr. Ritchie was land agent ! Thus
while the principal actors in this political drama
keep their faces from the committee, the mi-
vor one is put forward, delusively to draw our
attention {rom the grand sources of convict-
ing information. This arrangement is noi in
conformity with the course pursued §v1th Mr.
Parke, who was subjected to questions and
cross questions, with an ability which only
increases one’s regret that the same talented
and sifting interrogation was not applied to
other witnesses, who necessarily possessed and
could give more important and positive intel.
ligence.

From the little evidence produced with res-
pect to the Simcoe electien, it may be col-
fectcd that there was the active interference of
& government land agent, [Mr. Ritchie] in
€xpress communication upon the subject with
his principal, dr. Sullivan, .the Deputy Reg-
ister, Mr. Jurvis, and Sir Franeis Head ; that
he received (rom them 303 deeds with an un-
derstanding about the candidates for whom, it
was thought, the patentees would vote; and
that he was allowed by the vice-regal instruc-
tions, personally given, to attend the election
and to use avy influence “ except as govern-
ment agent.” The people, Sir, will be the
best judges of what, in this limited communi-
ty, would be the effect of such a conspiracy
carried out into a mischievous detail, which
bas not by this committee been adequately in-
quired into, and which perhaps no human tri-
bunal could entirely scrutinize. [t is not, be
it remembered, a deduction {rom evidznce
taken in hehalf of the people injured in their
elective franchise, but from evidence taken by
a committee who confess “the accusation
against Sir Francis to have been by them con-
sidered as of the greatest importagce I Bt
let us take this confession, as it were, about
the Simcoe election as a standard, and then
estimate the amount of corruption, influence
and intrigue exercised in other sections of the
country.  The deeds issued betweep the pro.
rogation of the late Assembly and the close
of the late elestion amount [as far as they are
confessed] to 1478. Suppose these deeds to
be carefully classed, and subjected to whatever
nquiry led Mr. Ritchie 1o the conclusion that
the patentees *wonld vote for the coustituti.
onal candidates,” by which beguiling names
the tories have been ! ntised with numerouns

n !
dozens of wine on pumeraus oceasions,—sup-
to be duly armed with

pose a dozen Ritchie’s
these deeds, pufted up with a regular conning

over of the thing with Sir Prancis Head him-
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self, and by him personally ipaltucted in the
science of cautions non-committal deportment
vt the election.”  And suppose these official
partizans to transform themselves [perhaps by
a fresh patent] into free an_dl mdepeydent elee-
tors, and then with the spirit of knight erran-
try to wage war against the reformers in favor
of Sir Francis and the tories. Do you not
think, will not the people thiak, that it would
amount to a serious, alarming avd corrupting
influence? And with these deeds suppose
they disseminated the inflammatory appeals
published by 8ir Francis to the constituency.
Do you upon your honor believe such ia-
'rigues to be constitutional, consistent with
Jiart Ripon’s despatch, just to the elective
franchise, or void of effect ?

Tam aware the Committee in their Report
pompously declare © l.cw iiopeless would liave
heen the attempt to corrup:. the brave and loyal
Highlanders and other electors of tic Eastern
District ; and that bad anyon2 appeared among
them for such an object, he would have heen
met with universal execration.” i is not im-
nossible, thr, that this pre-judgiment in the
minds of the committee materially embarrassed
and restricted them in their pre cerdings. This
overwhelming convictionof ils uiter impractica-
bility, would not leave the mind in that inquir-
ing state, which wouid pervade it under a deep
sense of an alledged violation of public hiberty,
2nd 2 subduing consciousness of the high daty
which their accusing country expeeted from
them, It politically sounds to my ears a little
hombastical. 1t is of that highty.tighty nature,
Which i8 by no means suiteqd tg the subject ar
the occasion.  But this is in 1o derroe meant
as an objéction against the committee. | am
aware, Sir, that when I address you about cor-
ruption, and undue irfluence, and the inpair-
ment Ofpr!ncipl'",’ and the like, 1 ronder myself
wholly unintelligible, Yoy are sirangors to
those mentaj affections, the power of whigh,
lalu:inar: ?iarure. in the gencral, humbly confesses

nd studiously avoids,” [y j5, therctore, meta.
Flllysm”y 1mpossible tq bring to your know-
hen some hiloer g3 Wirs a watchful war,
some p 11_080phers alteapted to explain
to a man born blind, the natu; 2 of the co} ! d
he exclaimed, « it i just Tike thund 0T reds
Thave so far studied onancer - And
> udied metaphysical seience as to

appreciate the committee’s seeming unconseis

:)}:xzness of the frailties of huyman nature, and
€IS into which they betryy 1o "

) Y betray vs, ‘The

::no:l?;ry will, I trugt, under thege circumstances

mal edve;y allowanpg for this angelie condition

admit the futility of any men being ap,



pointed to inquire into the operation of moral
agencies, for which they have, indeed, a name,
but with the practical bearing and power of
which t!.cy have no acquaintance.

One word, however, to the Highlanders and
electors of the Eastern District,—The laneugeo
addressed to you, is not uulike what the sebrpe?n.
said when he beguiled Ev+! The committee
have julr-d you by themselves. I pray you,
on the contrary, to judge yourselves by your-
gelves: and when you lonestly and faithfuily
do 8o, you will not reseut the advice, tu be v
your guard against the corruptivn, intrigue and
influences, which have been, perhaps, not open-
ly, but in-ideously put into operation against
you. Remember the humiliating and instruc.
tive pages of recent history, from which we
learn that even in Engiand whole constitu.
encies have been by tie high court of parlia-
ment, convicted of bribery and corruption, and
punished with distranchizement. As your pub-
lic servant, 1 wish you may not be led into
temptat.on.

When, therefore, a government land agent
from 2ir Francie presents, himself among you
even with the sumplicity of a Ritchie ; when he
beguiles you with conversation about your elec-
tive franchise, and the manner you will exercise
it, soas to report to head quarters how he thinks
you will vote ; when he peddles about from the
public departments old dusty deeds for unknown
claimants, upon the eve of an eventful contest ;
when lie swarms among you passionate and vin-
dictive appeals blushing under the emblason-
ment of the Royal arms; when in winning
manner he enlarges on the gracious assurances
and commands trom Sir Francis, and vitupe-
rates your representatives for not prostituting
themselve to bgse policy ; when he unfolds to
your admiring mind, as political *bread and
butter” richer than Highland cakes,new govern-
ment patents by the hundred, but blinding you
with the assurance, that he is specially instruct-
ed not to use his influence as government agent
at the election; when you eee these bland
and masked intrigues abroad amongst you, shun
them *as pestilence and famine,”—These are
not the fruits of honest, upright and patriotic
government-—They are calculated to warp the
judgment, prejudice the choise, and poison the
very fountains of political justice.—They in-

" volve a conspiracy against your institutions, and
a plot for blasting the character of your uncom-
promising servants in the Legislature—Trust
not yourselves in such an infected atmosphere;
but ‘with the true dignity of the Highlander,
zenounce those “evil communications which
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corrupt good morals.” Send them to the im-
pregnable Committee !

Do you say, sir, that Sir I'rancis is not the
practical friend of Orangeism? 11 own land
agent, his man Friday for the Commissionor of
crown lands, his own emissary io Suicoe, was
an ORANGEMAN. This iw proof coough, -All
the power, all the majority, all the evidence.
ure on your side of the house. The cstablishing
of one case under «ll the circumstances of this
present liquiry, ought to shatter this report to
fengments.  \When you throw a pebble into the
stiliest water, one wave makes another upon
unather, spreading out into a circuinf rence far
and wide. And when BMr. Ritchie, primed
with Orangeism, was commissioned by Royal
autherity to Simcoe, it was one Orangeman
touching another and he another, diffusing their
fraternal commotions throughout the whole
constituency.

Judge of other elections by the outline which
I have gwen of the one for Simecoe. To review
the intngues and corruptions which transpired
at the hustings g-nerally, would occupy more
time than is usually assigned toa whole Sess.

ion of the Legislature ; and would require a
previous analysis and arrangement beyond what
my duty as an individual member could accom-
plish, or your patience under existing prepos-
sessions would indure.—1t is often necessary to
judge of the whole by a part.

1t is a hard case that I should in the existing
state of this ndignant country, be obliged to
prove its wrongs, wholly out of the defince
made by theaccused. There is no attempt in
this Report to prove the facts. It is a laboured
document to negative by testimony, what never-
theless would have appeared irrisistable under
an attainable but unsought demenstration.” Eve-
ry thing, therefore, we can deduce from this
report, must be taken most strongly against
the party, whose reluctant confession, indeed,
it is. 1 shall not therefore, advert to the abuses
which form the popular outcry in the land, or
relate, as might be done, the apologies of pub-
lic functionaries for admitted intrigues. This
vaunted report contaios the evidence for its own
gubversion. And when subjected to the criti-
cism of a discerning and impartial public, it will
not need, on this branch of the subject, the
much that might be added for its further confu-
tation,

Not satisfied with my own perusal of this
Report, I commended it to the careful perusal
of another, the more cdrtainly to ascertain what
notice the Select Committee had taken of the
numerous inflammatory appeals made, previous
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tothe late elections by Sr Francis Head, to
the hopes and fears, the passions and prejudices
of the people.—Not a word can be found relatI;
ing to them! At first the deficiency s'truc'
me, Iconfess, as impeaclung the good faith &
upright inquiry of the hon. and learned com-
mittee; because the object and tendency of the
vice-legal addresses, were notorious and un-
constitutional, detracting from the dignity of
the Crown and destructive of the freedom of
clection. But, on reflaction, I‘felt convicted
of an injustice towards them, which was readily
retracted, and replaced by an admission of their
candour. For they fraukly declare « that the
waccusation against his Excellency the Lieut.
 Governor may justly be considered as of the
« greatest importance ;” and under this open
confession, it would be idle and preposterous to
suppose they would add to the accusation which
“ with no common degree of satisfaction,” they
were about to falafy. Under these circum-
stances, however, we must be mindful to take
a correct view of the committee’s labours, and
not erroneously ascribe to them the character
of a general, impartial and rigid investigation
into the high erimes and misdemeanors of the
Iixecutive government against the lberties of
the people.

What was the state of things when these
fulminations were 1ssued?  What kindled in
Sir Francis this spirit of agitation, or rather
of Knight-errantry 7 What was the “bubble”
out of which he raised a whirlwind ?

Sir Francis upon his arrival found in the Ex-
ecutive Council, appointed under our constitu-
tional act “ to advise the Lieut, Governor upon
the affairs of the Province,” the hon Messrs.
Robinson, Markiand and Wells. This Coun.
cil are required to take the following oath :—

“ You do swear, that so far forth, as cunning and discretion
sufficeth, you will justly, truly and evenly counsel and advise
the Kiny and his Representative in the government of this Pro-
vince, in all matters to be d, treated, aud d
in the Executive Council, or by you as the King's Couneellor,
wnthqut partiality or exception of persons, not leaving or es-
chewing so to do, for affection, love, mede, doubt or dread of
any person or persons.

“ You ghall keep secrot the Kinf’s Council, and all thet shall
be communed, by way of counsel, in the same, and shall not
d):scover it by T"d of writiug, or in any othe;
the same conncil, or to any of the same council, if it toach b, o1 be b
theiparty thereof, You suall not for gifl,mede,gobd,or promise,'gobg,iy-n;
memor by promise of lelurﬁn Ay person, accept, of take, for any proma.

0, favouring, letting, or ering any matt. hil
doaé in the sard Goungil, "48 2ny maler, or hing, 10 be treated or

i You shal. with all your might and power, belp and str
Ring’s said Couneil, for the £00d of the King 2ad thiy rrovi;:fm and 'r:i

Peace, rest, and tranquility of the same. '

1. Youshall withstand any person, or persons, of
estate, or degree, that should intend or atiemps the
rally, you shell chserve keep and do all that o good
Qught o dounto his Sovereign Lord, or his Represt

rwise 10 any person out of

whatever condition,
coutrary, and gene.
2od true Councillor
entative in this Pro.

The counntry had ever assumed that the dutjes
which they were sworn to perform, they ac-
cordingly did perform. And therefore to their

bad advice had ever been ascribed ouracknow -
ledged misgovernment—To such an l(lexresn.t,
too, had this misgovernment feached,.t af ir
Francis himself has empharically said, ¢ the
grievances of this Provicce must l?e corrected;
impartial justice must be ad_mlmstere.ll; lt]he
people have asked for it; their Sovereign has
ordnined it; I am here to execute his gracious
comands; d-lay will only incre?seimpanence."
Indeed, one grievance of which the country
now most loudly complains, viz. the erection
and endowment of 57 rectories with exclq-
sive ecclesiastical and spiritual rights and pri-
vileges, according to the establishment of the

church of England, could not have been forc-

ed upon them without the consent of the

executive council ; because the coustitullon§l

act, in that case specifically requires their

consent,

The late House of Assembly impressed,
therefore, with the importance of an executive
council to guard the civil and religious inter-
ests of the people, sent to Sir Francis an ad-
dress, expressing amongst other things, their
dissatisfaction with its existing composition.

The propriety and justness of the views of
the House, respecting the constitutional duties
and importance of an executive council, were
recognized and approved by Sir Francis, when,
in accordance with their address, he added to
it, Merssrs. Dunn, Robert Baldwin and myself.

Alter etering the executive council and
taking the usual oath, which, as Sir W.Black-
stone in his commentaries observes, “expres-
*“ses the duties they have to perform,” I
felt that 1 had accepted the office under speci-
fic expectations by the country and with im~
portant duties to be discharged. To use, how-
ever, Sir Fraocig's subsequent language in
some of his popular appeals, * we were sworn
to bedumb.” The greatsecret was, that there
Was no secret. And the public affairs were
conducted by Him with the aid of irresponsi-
ble persons; the executive conncil being made,
what they have been since nickoamed, dumbics.

You, sir, must be aware that some of
tl}e immediate acts of Sjy Fraoeis's admi-
nistration, Jipon our taking office, excited
much and 1ncreasing dissatisfaction 3 and the

been heretofore heaped
18, If the council dig
affairs, tho’ sworn to do
uatry should kpow it 3

upon tl_xeir Predecesso
not .ad\nse Opon public
Bo, it was just the ¢
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not wouwid it hav: been excusable (aﬁér its
re gorstruction by the Lieut. Governar in
compliance with the wishes of the iate As-
sembly) to hold the office ag a sinecure in
the character of a cypher. 1q such case
the change would have been dlxcepti\'m—‘

*1t would in appearanc: have implied an acqui-

escence with the views and wishes of the
Representatives of the People, while at the
same time itin secret vricticallvdefeated them.
It would bave been a “frand n';wn the known
and avowe:d expectations of the euse, and
the country.

Justice,theretore,& honor required.ifthe peo-
ple,the Assemhly & the Council had entertain.
ed wrong notions of the patnre & extent of these
executive duties, that the error should be coe-
rected  The late exccutive council, under
these cironmstances, praved, ¢ that the affairs
*of the P:rovinee mizhit he ailowel to pass
‘“under their review for such advice as their
‘*consciences might suggost, preparatory to
‘“the final and discretionary action of the
“Kirg's representative upon those afiairs.—
* And that shounld such acourse not he deem-
“ed wise and admissible by the Licutenant
* Governor, the Council most respect{ully
* prayed that they might be allowed to disa-
*“ buse the public from a misapprehcnsion of
* the natare and extent of the duties confided
“to them.” 'To this request, ~quntly dictated
by justice to themselves and hnuor to the
country, Sir Francis veplied, * that should
* they be of opinion that the oath they had
¢ taken, required them to retire {rom his con-
* fidence, rather than from the principles they
** had avowed, He begged that on hiz acecount
* they would not for a moment hesitate to do
‘“30."”

It wonld have been discrediahle to adopt
(if it was not so to propose) this retraction of
sound and expedient principles. as the terms
upon which we might have held our offices &
salaries without the active performance of the
Executive fanctions upon which a confiding
commuuity justly presumed. :

The late Council, of course, tenderedtheir

’ . ¢ : i
resignations: which SirFrancis acceptel!. !hxf
request and Sir F's refusal to conduct his admi
nistration upon those principles were cornmu-
nicated by him to the Assembly : who, so far
from dissenting [rorn these views, even tvan—
scended them and passed the following reso-
lation :

"
Resolved.—That this Honse considers.the ap-
pointment of a responsible Executive Council to ad -
vise the Licutennnt Governor, or person administer-
ing the Governrent o9 the nffnies of this Provinee,
tobe one of the most happy »nd wise features in our
Constitotion; and essentinl in our form of Govern-
ment, and a8 heing one of the rfrongest seeurities
for a just and eqritable administration of the govern-
ment, and full enjorment of our crvil and religious
rights and priviteues

This was carried almost unanimously. The
following, sir, are the yeas and nays :

YEAS—Messra. Alway, Brown, Rruce, Caldwelld
Checer, Chisholm. Conk, Cornwall, Duncombe o
Oxfard, Doeomba ot No-folf, Durand, Dunlop
Gihson, Cilehirist, tlopkins, Jones, Lewis, Louant,
MeCrena, Melonell of Glengaray. MeDonell of Stor-
want, MeDonell of Northumberland, Meclntosh,
MeKaw, Mackenzie, McLean, MeMicking, Macuab,
Merritt, Morrison, Norton. Parke, Perry. Richard-
son, Robinson, Roblin, Rykert, Rymal, Shaver,
Shibley, Small, 8mith, Soliritor General, Stronge,
Thorhien, Thom, Wildh, Waters, Wells, Wilkin-
san, Wonlverton. Wileom, Yager—s33.

NAYS —Messrs. Bonlton, Malloch—2.

The manner in which the Tory members
soon afier abandoned the principlesin this res.
nlution, and *“emharked in the same hoat with
Sir ['raneis,” involves a question of political
inconsistency, which it is not necessary at
this moment to canvass,

The House of Assembly were thus almost
unanimonsly at issue with Sir Francis, who
in the most ungenerous manner at the expense
of candour and truth, heaped his abuse upon
the late IXxecutive Couacil for not being mnra
plinble in their consciences, more time « *rring
in their policy, and more accommodati g in
the maintenance of a public and legisl: ive
deception respecting the pature ard exten: ol
the datirs confiled to them. From the pa-t
copstitution of this body, the Lieut. Governor
had with their aid, established 57 rectories,
and might therefore ‘erect as maoy wore, and
as many other grievances as his arbitrary plea-
sure might direct. The i{ouse of Assembly,
therefore, declared that they would not out of
the taxes raised from the peuple, vote supplies
to support a system of goverument, which had
practically proved so detrimental in the past,
and would, in the nature of things, be equally
pernicions in the future. Sir Fravcis, by vir-
tue of the royal prerogative, dissolved the
Parliament, and thereby appealed ro the
country to determine,how far they wonld sus-
tain their representatives in their views of the
nature, extent, and importance of the duties
of the Executive Council. According to this
report, the people at the late election were fa-




milar with the whole detail of the question lbnt
Dad thus arisen upon this constitutiopal point,
and ** the interpretation placed npon !h.e con-
sticution by Mr. Baldwin and his politi-nl 8a-
sociates, was dznouneed and repodiated by
the peojle of Upper Canada, and the pr'mnul-
gation of their views was immeddiately tollow.
¢d by the signal overthrow of the party who
maintained them.”  Ihut so erroncous is this
statement that the repait of the late House of
Assembly could not be printed in |ime_ for
gvnernl cirenlation previons to the election
and Siv Francis in one of his popular appenls
criminates them for the d: falcation of the
Prister, {or the evident purpose of inducing
the electors, ignorant of its cubtents, to believe
that it contained what they were ashamed to
have disscmninated. And yetat the same lime
he stiemnpts to justify himseit to [lis Majesty’s
government thr refusing Uie amount requ.red by
the late Assembly for vheir contingencies, oa
the ground that £2700 of i1, was 1o be paid to
the printer for this very report. By thus with-
Dold.g the remumerat.on lie tried effeciually to
embarrass the publcation of the document ; &
perhaps m-de some iwpression at Downing-St.
by r-vresenting the amount to be £2700, instead
of £115 ; an « xagueration in character with [1is
other moral aberrations,  Ta the place of true,
temperate, und candid statemems of tlic cot-
stitutional question, e country was flonded
with the most false, persevted and exazgerated
misrepresentations from the pen of 8 r Fran-
cig, acd from Orange and ctler political asso.
ciations acting in harmeny with him. ‘The
Leeds electicn during the last Session of the
Tate Parliament, took place after the agitation
of the question 3 and although it was particu-
larly brought by the candidates to the know-
1-dge of the electors, yet so far were they
{rem denouncing and repudiating the dociriue
of having u good & efficient Exceuiive Coun-
cil, that even the tory candidates, [ Mr.Gowan
amongst the number}, were ubliged to concil-
iate public counfidence by averring their sup-
port of those very views. Two refurmers,
bowever, were returned 5 and a similar vesult
would lzuve attended the late contests, had not
the system of fulseheod and intimidation been
bro‘ngh( juto the field.

So m-ns\ci.ms was Sir Francis of the hope-
lessuess of hindling popular hostitity wganst
reformers by abusing the lare Executive Coun-
ciland e views, that he abaudened it in ol
his latex popular appeals, and dwelt in decep-
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live observations upon the wilbbolding of the
sapplies. The following is his language o
the Electors of Toronto :—

Gentlemen —No one ean be more rensilile than T.nm: n‘l?r::
he stoppage of the Supplies hes cancel a ge[mmt_l ?::gvlm'lho
ot business, which wi'l probably ent i the rmln "‘\lllv‘n'--oliaof
inhabitanis of thiseitys and in proportion s the 4 l. volinof
the Provinco is impe crislu-nl,vthc fiemers' miT 8 ] m l;low
lowered,—for how can he possilly receive maney, W Llllld‘lr o
who should consume his produce, u‘re reen ﬂy:m{,m al b‘l'ef
tions trom o laud from which incustry has been publicly

-d ? .
re?\(n”t‘lfl flourishing Continent of North Ameriea. the F'rovulm:
of Upper Canada uow stands like a healthy yqu:;; |lre't': tha
fas been girdied, its draoping branches mourntully neﬁ!uy.ng
thot its natucal nourishment hos been deliberutely cutoft.

Now the supplies, sir, which m'c_lhus falsely
maguified intoa regular electioneerirg hnmbug
against Reformers, consisted of about £9.000
one half not payable tilt July, 183G, {""l the
other Il not till six months after, which was
weeks after the commencemett of the present
Session ! Could this, withont a sacrifiee oi:
wruth, derogatory to the honot andl dignity of
Lhe Crown, be ai'eged as the canse of “*a gen-
eral stagnation of business.” likely to * end
in the ruin of wany of the inhabitants of this
citvs” to * impoverish the metropolis of the
Frovince,” to * lower the farmer’s narket,”
and eause the consumers of his produce ** (0
he seen {lying in a'l directions from the Tand”
as ilit were one * ol pestilence and famine”!
Sueh 2 fraud npon a confiding and credulous
people by the highest functiovary in the gov-
ernment, is so outrageous that although his
clevated station preserves him fromn the pune.
ishment awarded by the law against public
impositions, vet it will consign iim1e a mem-
orable page 1u the hisiory of North America.

You pereeive, sir, that while the committee
aseribe what they eall ** tlie reaction of the
public mind™ to a pretended “repndintion” of a
good and efficient executive council, (a thing
upon the face of it palpably absurd) they have
kept wiwally out of view ‘the vamious other
topics :l‘dnpl.cd I>y Sir Francis for the wilfnt
1l\nd artiud (!l.-semnmlmn of the ost agitating
.]u|?es uu-l~ le:lrs_ among the electors, Lot me
e low o s vt ot

act, that e elicited the addrease

lh.ro_u;_'h.lhe retiveand zealons instrinentality
of his Ritchies amd other

agents throughout
the coautry, and then enapatted upon them
these menorably rephes,

Suit dw_- Hing with afiected lamentation
aver the universal devastation cansed Ly thie
wnhhq,:ldmg ofLis supplies. Lie thns atempts
to work the electors up to the highest pitch E—-




Genfl 1 havono hositation in e
#uoh vistory woull ruin this country. 210, that another

But this opinlonis hourly gaining ground ; the good s~nse of
the country las bacu arvused; tho yeomnn hus caught a
ﬂlimpse of hia corlonamy 1 the Farmor boginy to ses who i

is bostitiond ;— n short peoals of sl duvominations, of u'|
relig oney wid of dflsnnt polttics, railying round the Sritish
Fiae, ar>now ludiy callag upan mo 0 graut thew Cousti
tational redeexs.

Whon the verd.ct of the country shall have boen sufficiontly
declarad, Lwilipromptly communicate my d eiston,

Ia what a pitiable cond tion, then, must be
the wealth and finances of Upper Canada '—
Were we ina stte, such as hie has shurving'y
and surcastically told us, uot better than, e
single Parish of St Mary-fe-bone in Londyn,”
Witn ** arevenue not equal to th: private for-
tune of many an Lashish Commoner,” 1his
pretended ruin from the suspension of the
paymen: of less than £3000in July and the like
sum in December last, could not have follow~
ed. This sir, was not the blowing of a hub=
ble; it was *‘drawing the long bow™! Aud
you observe he did not_draw his long bow in
vain.  Watching the eftects of this method of
vice-rexal agitat:on, and clorying in the spe=-
cess of this system of bowacing, he exultingly
adids, *this opinioy is hourly gaining ground™!
e rejoiced in his daily converts, quieting his
conscience with ilie worse than Pazan philo-
sophy, *1he end will sanetily my means'™t—
No Missionary zealot in effecting his proseli'=
ism with the p'ons frauds of false iniracles,
cver btrayed higher exultation than Sir Fraa-
csin thus humbugzing the people. * The
gond sease” suy- lie, ** of the country has been
AROUSED 7 Aud no wonder the Royal Agi~
tatur worked a panic, witen, without explato-
ig the nature and amonnt of these supplies,
he deplored the impoverisliment and rain of
the iund, sud likeneld it (beautitul simile ') to
a girdled tree.  Every back=woodsman, until
now accustomed to repose with confidence in
the assarances of the Vice-Roy, could not
walk into his fields without witnessing
Francis's mourn!u! picture of his countr
many a girdled baswood tree. looking naked
and pitiful. and scemingly watered with the
tears of a tender and sympathising Governor,
Oh, sir; no siation or title of rank or dignity,
should shield a man pursuing such a policy,
f.om full und well mer.ted exposure.

We learn, too, from himself the real object
he had inview. The proper object of the dis~
solution was to ascertain the dispassionate
opin on of the country, and when ascertained,
to ressect it.  But such was oot the purpose
of Sir Francis. He determined first to agi-

mn
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tate the country into a certaln excitement, &
then, ¢ striking the iron when it was hot,"
shapeand mould all things to suit his project.
** When the verdict of the conntry shall have
been suffciently declared, T wilt prompily com-
municate my decision.”  The House was not
10 be dissolved in order to obtain the verdict
at the Hustings; but the verdict, under this
conspracy by agitation,was to be ingi:red first,
and the dissolution to fu'low afterwards, "This
was putting * the cart before the horse,” and
withauhonest and discerning people,faizh thus
broken will indelibly stamp its author,

The objecr, then, wasto agitate the conntry -
il he “aroused it;” till he, a priori, got a
‘f verdict ;" and ssufficiently ;' for which sufe
ficieney, he no doubl, counted liesds, deeds,
hopes, fears and all.  When by his arithmeti
cal and maral calculation he thought things
were * suificiently” 1ipe for the elesing mas-
terpicce of policy, he would s promptly’
nake bis muvement, aad aull the country inte
a ‘Tory representation.  Bur, strange to say,
while there is this clear manifestation of the
abject songht and the means osed to attain ity
the select committee whotly acquit him er exe
ereising any inflaence or policy bearing upon
the late elections. It is impossible tor e o
vote for the adoption of a report, the truth of
which is nezatived by the numerons official
acts of the very person they unroserve thy ex-
onerate, |

Follow Him, sir, in the steps Lie took to
coustinmate this agitation. To accomplish
this object it was necessary to producc excite-
ment, and infase into the electors a high de-
gree of hostility azainst Refurmers.  There is
something contagtous in example, paisicularly
when itis recomwended in splendor from a
theone,  When, therefure, Sir Fraue's raised
his own stamdard, and iavited the clctors 1o
rally around it, and called upon them 1o share
with him his avowed vinthicriveness, hatred &
political anathenns aganst a large class of his
Majesty’s subjects, it is net strange that bhe
gathercd various partizans according to the
various joceotives which he brought to pl:!y
upon ali ages, sexos, characters and creeds in
religion and poisics. ** He is more or less
than man, who Lkindles ot in the common
blaze.” And when the blaze was kindled
from the throne, by lighting up into a fire the
strongest pissions and animosities .yiel(!ed by
the degeneracy of human natute, it will, by
posterity, be held a wonder that the virtue and
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intelligence of the people, even so well with-
stood the unhallowed flames.

‘[ will read you a specimen : .

Gl;nl]ulu»:n‘—le}’lll)ns and projects are nll_contmned'_und
publisicd w tho uisirnctions which I reccived from the I'xlrlzg.‘
Phey dusite e to correet, without partiuhity, the gricvances
of this couniry ; and it is because the agitators see | IIA,fzbr‘
grined 1o do S0, 1t ey are endeavoring to ebstruct me by
every artifice in their puwer. They declare me to be their
enemy, and the truth is, Jreally am.

{ Cheers from Mr. Sherwood.]—+ They declare
e to be their eneray, and the teuth is, [ really
am.” [Cheers from Mr. Sherwood.] How
strange 1t sounds! One voice breaks tl{u deep
silence, which hung on every other lip, and
hushed into unapproving stillucss every other
heart.—Melancholy exception ! He will not Je-
sert the sentiment while he serves the wman;
. and where 1 least thought could be found a har-
1nony for so repulsive and chithag a chord, there
issuzd a responsive cheer. 1t wis well rebuked
by the solitary echo of his own voice, which,
while it was reverberated from the indiguunt
walls, shocked into deeper stillues about 1ue, a
thous.nd minds. Learn from this occasion a
lesson which wisdom & virtue have ever taught,
and christian patriotism has ever breathed.—Be
an eneiny tono one.  And wheu rank or fortuue
may mix you with the intrigurs of a court, or
the angry motions of even a Royal breust, rise
in the majesty of only human nature, and scothe
and allay, if you can’t extinguish, the unhal-
lowed feeling, which, even now I think, he
could not mean to cheer.

But, Sir, when 1 see the greater facility
with which such a seatiment, wufted on the
Royal brezth, reaches, for even a transient stay,
the heart of the cultivated and the relincd;
when I see it for a moment insinvating itself
into a mind in which it can find nothing con-
genial, nor be allowed long to dwell ; when I
see it stealing even upon tiiose of learning and
rank, tho’.only hanging loosely as a cloud, which
the next generous thought wil chase away ;
when I see it,as an evil spinit, flzeting about
the author of this report, and reflect that it
was perhaps unconsciously hovering about hiu,
to taint, if possible, his inquiry into the truth,
and by it’s mysterious influence, divert him from
the sources of proof, ard prejudice his efforts at
fair deduction ; when I see the possibility that
an atom of its gall may have been slyly dropt
into the ink which has spread out this record for
our adoption ;—how, sir, can I subdue the fear
that this sume spirit, sent abroad among a
guileless people, cautioned by no suspicion, and
captivated by the lofty source from which it
came, must have infected every atmosphere it

Jassed through, deposited its unfailing 1_913"‘?"
among the electors, and broeded in it’s evil over
all the hustings, which furmed‘th_c special ob-
Jects of it’s wost envenomed inission. )

Imagine, Sir, and grieve as you do so; ima-
gine the electors ¢ wroused” by these addresses
aud banded together by the anomalous appeal
w10 embark their interests in the same boat with
his characier;” jmagine them maddened by his
fals: outery of rum und desolation, an_d hurry.
ing to the poll with worse than Buchanalian song
« Sir Francis for ever——qun with his enemies!
"I'hey declure me to be their enemy, and the truth
is, 1 really min;”’—and do you wonder that some
f e elections woie the character they did? or
can you upos your honor say by the adoption of
Lisis £eport, thut the Hero of it, stands innocent
of all unduc influence and intcricrence ?

In the very saawe document he says, “on the
other hund, not a sinrle address has reached me
from the opposite party, since the prorogation of
Purliament.”—Do you marvel atit? Che Indi-
ans, indeed, somctiaics offer u sacrifice to ap-
pease the ovil spinit.  Were we to turn Indians?
V/ere reformers to offer at the shrine of Sir Fran.
eis’s displeasure, their unwelcome remonstran-
ces? lie first declares himself the enemy of
the great body of Reforwers, and then lite-
rally reviles them for not appealing to his con-
sideration as a friend, to his honor as a man, to
his generosiiy as a statesman, and to his mag-
nan:mity as the unworthy Represeniative of a
noble Prince of the House of Hanover. Listen
to the rest of the same tirade—« In no instance
have the few individuals who have so unfortu-
nately been misleadiuz :he public mind, thought
it pradent openty to st to me ther objections,
lest T should ©xpose them to public view, but
their opposition, like their object, is dark, mys
terivus and d.screditable.” This isthe languate
of an agitator io the electors upon the eve of an
election ; and yet we are invited to acquit him
of all political agitation ! He shall not on this
:)nccasi:):: 'hogevle;r, charge me with a fear in
B o B e gt i
dacuricnts ; whils T ity s fom his own
which would b criticise his state papers,
Liliputians ; whilo from i 0800 of the
and produc’tions el o s own official acts
 his object Ay’ Ms position is reversed, and

8 object dark, mysterious and discreditabje”

:s held up in sad Perspeclive, to the consterna-
lon of Canada, the Judgment of North America
}a"“], th‘i astonishment of England, he will, T trust
\;;:'ifh;sle Magnanimity to remember, while he
under well” mernted animadversion
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that he wantonly taunted and challengpd the
few, thinking they were weak. And, Sir, un-
til now, no proper occasion presented itself, to
do him even this feeble justice.

- The Vice-regal address last quoted, proceeds
injthe following strain:—

Upper Canada has been so cruclly deceived by false state-
ments, that the Farmers’ juterests are neglected, whilo the
aghtators of the Province huve boen reaping 4 rich harvest

Gentlemen—I was asent hereby His Majesty on purpose to
correct the grievances of the Country. [sve quite clearly who
areitsenemics ; and I declare 10 you, that if the farmers will
assist me, 1 will assist them.

Tt is quite certain that Lean rendor this Provinco powerful
assistange ; and it is equally certaiu that I have been ordered
by His dajesty so to do.

We are to consider, Sir, the time and occa-
sion when thislanguage is used. It wasuponthe
eve,of an election. It continues in the sume
strain to represent the reformers as deceiving
the farmers by false statements, neglecting their
interests and reaping tor themsclves a rich har-
vest. I is scarcely possible to give the portion
"of the comimunity here scandalised, a worse cha-
racter; and the tendency and object plainly are,
to throw into the Tory scale the whole weight
of his influence, by reducing the friends of re-

. form to the lowest ebb of public estimation.—
They ere to be treated as encmies ; as decesi-
ers; as selfish reapers of a rich harvest: ax
fraudulent stewards of the people, to be hut’.
And to render this appeal to the basest passivuz
the more effectual, he assures them, in the ge-
nuine spirit of bribery, of the “'powerful as-
sistance he can render,” 17 the electors “will
assist mm.” Upon your hoaar, Sir, Task you
to say, what assisiance did he seek? Is it no
undue bias at such a juncture to infuse into the
public mind the vilest prejudices, and prostitute
the Royal name and station to embitter those
prejudices to the uimost,? Perbaps, Sir, you
would be shocked were Lo proveto your satis-
faction that Sir Francis had by specific bribes of
money, successfully tampered with the consti-
tuency, and secured a subservient Parliament.
Your abhorrence would be commendable, and
perhaps irresistable under the influence of pure
and honorable sentiments. But subsitute for
those tangihle means of gold and silver, appeals
under the sanction of official aathority, to inflame
the passions, kindle animosities, infuse hatred,
and blast the reputation of an opposing party ;
and will those substitates, in your honorable
estimation, be less availing in their operation,
or less detestable in their nature ? If you think
so. (I dare not presume you can think other.
wise) you cannotjvote for the adoption of this
report, which acquits this viceregal agitator of
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utidue and unconstitutional influence over the
lute elections.

In every address you discoverthe same con.
spiracy against the people. Let the one to the
electors of Londoa bear its testimony.

Gentlemen—There is no portion of your addruss of which
1 more cordiully approve thun thut in which you promise me
that vour * utwost eitorts shall bo cmployed to dissipate the
delusion under whieh oo miuy of your couniryuen lucve been
brought by the specious representation ol fuctivus and design-
ing men,”” for [ fecl very deeply thotif the inhabilants of this
Province only knew the truth they would then be senaible how
cruclly they have boen deceived by those whe undurteok to
promote their interests,

Gentlemen—I need hardly assure you that Y myselfam an
advocate for reform, because if you will but take the trouble to
red my Instructions, they will show you, that [ was seotto.
Ujper Cunada by our Gracious Buovereign for the express pur-
pv = of carrying reform into eflect—but the moment the agi-
ta e i this province read my instructions, they fel © what
i1 hnecome of us agitators if the grivvances of this country
o uld ever unfurtunately be removed 7—The King's In-
“ yiructions and Sir Francis Head are going to rain us; he or
e st fall, or it be should suecerd in cusrecting the
- rievances of this country, one oftwo atflictions must betall
41 —namely, we must either work houestly Lks ournuighbors
“uestarve.”

You can easily imagine to what * their wt-
must efforts against artful and designing men,”
wwst cordially urged on by the Lieut. Gover-
uur, wounld eventually lead. ‘The * artful and
designing men,” the Reformers, were to be

) o N ’

vun down. The most inflammable materials
in the country were to be incited to it’s ac-

implishment.  All he said and all he pub-
wshizd, were calculated, as it were to convert
his ¢missaries and partizans into blood hounds;
aud ne hied them on, to act the part of can-
pif:als.

Observe again how he tries to aronse the
electors of Johnstown.

1u the Mother Country [ have iuvariably found, that when
Ui, yeonenry 2re onco aroused from the lethargy in which
th,. » ure too upt to remain, their sturdy opinions lor one of
Uv berst cotrect verdicts in the land, and confidently believing
the.. el wilk prove to be the caso in this Provinre, T beg to
ash wose yeomen and farmers of the Johnstown District whosc
i wies aro subscribed to the documents L have just veceived,
th .+ owing plain questions.

Bt his address to the electors of the New-
casile district, if possible, transcends the rest,
... would alone be a solid foundation for his
i o..chment.

As vour District has now the important duty to porform, of
e-cting representatives for 2 new Parliament, I think it may
ully assist, if I clearly lay before you, what is the
. Lintend inflexibly to pursue, in order that by the choicc
new Members, youmay resolve cither to suppert mgor
. me as you may think proper.

1 .i; sider that my charaerer aud your interests are embarked
10 0w 1nd the same boat  If Ly iny administration Tincrease
S e . ealth, I shall claim for myself credit; which it will be
i 1., out of your power to withhold from me ; if I diminish
¥ lroulth, 1 fecl it would be hopelcss for any one to shield
= irom blame. .
we hyve therefore one common object in view, the plain
tion for us to consider, 15 which of us has the greatest
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powert to do good to Upper Canada ¥ or, in other words can
ou do ns much good for yourselvesas  candoforyou?
1t is my opimon that you canaot ! Itis my opinion that if
you choose to dizpute sith we, and live on bad terms with the
Moiher Country, you will to use u homely phrase, only quitr-
reb with vour own *hread ued but it you like tu try tha
expanmcut by 10 will igain stop the sup-
plies do »n uo oljecton whatever; on tho
othee hand, if you choose Teariessty 1o enbark your mterests
eharacter, dapend wyoa o 1wl take paternal care of

tnwed, T will by resson and mild conduct, begin
I'zihg tha country, and a5 soun as that
neid, 1 wid use ell my influence with ffia

Guvermnent 1o nake such aiteration in the land
o partmyents, asshallatteact into Upper Caneda the
int we ikh andg pupuittion of the mother Country. Ment
1 moucy are what you want, and it you w.ii send o
of moddrate palitics, who will cordiuly
assist me, depend upon it you will
can vo by hopelessly trying to iu-
su!t ine; for let your ¢ t be wlatit may, Lam quite de-
termined so long ws I wecupy ihie station 1 now do, nei-
therto give offence, nor o take it

Stugular preduction !

The avawed ohject was ** practically to as-
sist. "—Noue of your theories for ir Francs,
But for what ebject d d he tender  his prac-
tical as nee P’ He tells us fraukly, *“in
order to aid you in the choice of your new
members ;" the old ones would notdo. They
are nex' told what principle must govern theic
electipn=.  [le makes common cause with the
Newenstle clecturs, and trembling for the is-
sue of the approaching contest, he no longer
minces the atter, but ont it comes with.
out an if or a but, * 1 consider that my cha-
racter anil your interests ara embarked in one
and the sine hoat!!” It needs no oracular
penetration to unriddle his meaning. He fore-
saw, Sir, the position in which he this night
stimls before you ; and he hogs thew to send
members who woukl clear s * character.”
10 this principte so importunately pressed up-
on a symypathising people, had a general effect
at the poll, you liave been elected to adopt
what the setect committee have here prepared
and presented.

* My character and your interests are em-
barked 1 oue amd the sane boat.” 1t could
not have heen put better o stronger—one and
the same ! *no other chance for you, my
boys! I one goes, the vther gnes. Let us
1|:|vc a |\u!'. a long jull, wud a pull altogethier.
Fow for i35 nevk or nothing.”  How much
more it sounds like the linguage of a game-

W
Parliinut el
and devoul of
£-in more than you | oesib!

ster, than of & King. A boat, too! Jiis a
most desperate game of hazard. It is like
ane throw of the dice 1o decide it. Tt must

have filled the whole constituency with pity,
1o see a character (representing our most gra-

cious Sovereign) taking refuge in a skiff, and
tossed about upoa our troubled waters, Could
no larger cralt be found for such a cargo? No
better ballast, wmidst the indiguant waves?
Itis, Sinin unison with 1hese unparralleled pro-
(:eedings.—'l‘his conunittee is asuitable haven
for a were boat load.  But for the bonor and
glory of my native couniry, | would rather be.
hold in grand perspective, a ship of the first
magnitede, laden with richer treasares and
ploughing its way majestically throtgh the
boisterous deep. i
1 cuunot be borne,  Sir Francis in his Loat
tzlks of puttieg reformers down ! D, you seo’
Sir, kow firm we stand ?  Never dil we occuf
py betier or nobler ground.  Here, Sir, we ars
uaited in our purprse, cheerful in our co-onora.
tion, and onward in our career; secking ne
object but the public good, and 1o other reward
than the ulimate approbation of onr King and
country.—A boat upsetus ! Our pring pltjs are
the immutable principles of truth and just c:
resting upan the rock of ages.  Kind'v, Qi
steer thal frail bark a sufor conrse, lest )" i‘lul‘;]:
lussly wreek itself on our uncongenial shore
Put iReformers down! And with 2 boat<load LE‘
character and interests ! Fmposs bio .l‘m'r" -ot
!lle u_nd;nun!ed warriors about 'inlr.“ncll‘h":l
in a righteous causs, and girded fo: this duy’
:)Iall]e. L'] ht(_'y lovk like u Spartan by m};fn; ‘
1e'r patriotic post a ¥ o of
liverties nflhcilr countr;'l.]e I‘nermop) e of the
\‘Vuh what importunity he gaes oy
their embarkation in his bout, lIl‘ romj
¢ increase of wealth ;7 g templing 1) l{)"«?xmses
Iu'; greater ablity to insure it Wi ; u‘nd
withia!d his confidence, or re.‘usc-lhe \"lo St
partuership? “‘I'o differ from himn, he dlcoregal
blush 10 condemnnj and Lest (1o w s ot
as he calls our puoyle, shionid not c(?easnnts,
the elegant prose of the » bybbleg m-ri‘;ljrd‘e"fl.
!le graciously coadescends to -« funen,
in plainer and more homuly lan.;kf)mf;‘ himscif
ed by him 1o be better su.teq 1;?;20’ e T
of their plainer & more homel ‘}c lower Jovel
And therefore He te)s lhen}\’ n (e dings !
Enghish, « i yon hve oy bag ler“| lh‘e cotrsest
011!}}; quarrel }Vitlln your own hrca:lnsn‘rrt;tl';ull,:f );?l:
ow irresistible hig § i
he again, but “chuosesle‘:‘r[l)ggll:]ily y ; Do, rhys
1aterests with my character, ~,j',.» [tei“b"rk your
will take parental cqre of tixeuripi;.':l(, I:,")O“ mnI
prople couid withstang this solicit; t'.'
«rz_xahlu(eld n.i}ilmcliomry, clothed wnI‘: .;;we
iched wit, f en-
ith patronage and commanding' f}?@

to press




whole crown revennes of the Province. Toull
this he adds the highest induczments which
operate 01 human natuve,  ** Men” says he to
the Noweastleelectors, *“women and mb-loy are
all you want.”  Steange rewards are those to
tre= and independent Jectors crowding to 1he
poll. Bt lest this species of brbory should
fail (it ecarcely conld) of raging recrits for
embarkation into his boat, he closes with a
threat, “ while 1 occupy the station I now do”
(> of power) * [ am quite determined”’ (rrem-
Lle you refractory ones) #neither to give oft
fence nar to take 11" O ! nu.—An eye foran
ey, & touth for a tooth,

Having thus played upon the passions of
the electors by temptingly presenting to them
every thing ol a rich, alluring and lnxious
kind, which amodern Epicurean could dream
of, or wish lor, (rom a choice supply of ** men,
women and m ney."” down to homely * bread
and buiter;” and having reminded them, by
way of intitnidation, of his exalted station &
power, eitler for the dealing out of rewards
or the visitation of his resentment; hut stli
ﬁm!iug the jategrity of the people secmingly
iuvineible, he resorted to a further stratagem
by sounding, as it were, with the bugle an
alarm of war,

Addressing himself to the electors, he says.

They are perfectly aware that there exist in the Lowor
Provinco one or twu individuals who inculcate the idea, thit
this Proviace is abuut 10 b disturbed by the interference of

fnrleﬁgners, whose powers and whose nuinbars will prove invin-
cible.

In the name of every Regimant of Militia in Upper Canada,
¥ publicly pro:wulgate— Let them come if they dare.

'Thisis consummately arifal. He had learnt
haw much the good people of this Province
had suffered during the late war, when they
unsparingly expended their Provincial treasure
aud blood., to maintain the British Supremacy.
which has since rewarded 1heir lovalty and
valour with Sir Francis Head as a Governor;
hie knew that their losses had not even yet been
wholly redeemed, and that what had been paid,
was principally taken out of the sufferers to
pay the sufferers ; he knew, if he could spread
the alarm of an invasion, and fill the electors
with apprehensions of fire, sward and death,
that all ather considerations of public duty &
political liberty would, for the womeul, be
merged in the possible approach of slaughter
aud carnage throughout the fand. He theve-
fore announced an invasion, and **in the name
of every regiment of militia in Upper Canada,

- publicly promulgated let them come if they

dare."—And over this Balletin was disployed
the voyal arms, to increase its currency and
insure its effect,

The universal bus'l= and confusion produc.
ed by thisviceregal manaeavre, wre more earily
imagined than degeribed. [t reminded me of
scenes in early i, when it was said Nunoleon
wasabout to iwade Bnglind, The roelswere
thronged with vigilant citizens, the utmost
stretch of whose vision with a  telescoye,
swept the surlice of Oatario for hiostils flags;
and oor merclims were seen insolemn squadls,
here and there abont the sireets, talking of
confiseations of goods, and insurance against
the King's enemies, ‘F'he 12 0'clack gun, o
those unconscious of the bour, became the
signal for a transicnt alanm, and palpitated
even some of the stomest hearts,  The very
ladies, with all theiv heroism, theeatened their
appropriate testimoay of nerveus agitation, to
the horror of Malihus, as wel, one weuld
think, as ol Sir Fruncis Hlend. Red clah
fur the wartiors, and black clot!s fur almost
certain mourning, were raised in price many
per cent s and as the rustic in his evening pas-
sage thra’ tire v.ilage clurch yard, is heard
with forced courage whistling his saperstitions
fears away; so imany * heed and butter” men,
whio had rather live 1o fight another day, were
somewbhat faintly heard (o evy, s the gallant
Sir Franeis galloped by,—* Let them come if
they dare!” [a burst of Taughter.]

Mr. Chairman ! —Order! order!  What
means this laaghtzr! Do you, the framers,
advocates andysoan to be,the alooters of this re-
port, thugsignificantly charge Sir Feaneis widh
ahoax? Do yon mean 1o imply that at the
announcement of this invasion, and mnidst the
panic it ifhcied, Sir Fraucis was lavghing in
his sleeve 2 ON! shamefubmerriment ! 1 lve
heard of such things in the stork exchange in
Lomdon. Therr, itis trae, mea have been
found, who, alier spreading (ulse wews of &
defeat on land or sea, liave availed themselves
of a consequent fluctuation in the Tuns to
realize by their nefarious ineans u dishonces:?
fortune. They are there, sir, culled blucks
legs.

But I must return to the cons'ernation of
the city. Much perplexity seemed to arise
from the difficalty of judging trom what quar-
ter the invasion was twreatened. It could
not be fram Lower Carada. because tiey are
wot *foreiguers.” It could wet Le from the
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indians, who are few and weak, instead of nu-
merous and, powerful. And to ascrihe it to
the state of New Yark; to a sovereign and
independent state, professing amity and peace
with Great Britain and her depeudencies; to
a neighhonring people who had proved them-
selves humane in war. and hdnorable in peace;
to ascribe it to treachery and plot from such a
country,—seemed revolting ; and yet possible.
With the wisdom, therefore, and prudence,
which usually characterise the commercial
world, they thus addressed Sir Francis Head.

W, the nndersigned electors of the City of Toronto having
reatin Your Exceliency’s answer to the address of rertain
electars of the Home District the following langnag: :— They
{the people of Torento) are porfecrly aware that there exist
inthe Lower Province, one or two judividnals whn inenlrate
the idea that this Province is ahout to be disturbed by the in-
terference of forcigners whose powers 2nd whaose numbers will
prove invincible. In:he name of'every Kegiment of Militia in
i, €. 1 public’y promnlzate « Let them come ot they dare” ™
We do oot donbt the readiness with which would be answered
upon any emergency yourappeal to the Militia, which appeal
we ars <utistic] would not have been made withoat adequate
ennse. b omatter so seriously aflicting the peace and tran-
auility ni” the country and the security oi'its commerce, we beg
to lgarn o Your Eveelleney fram wiiat quarter theinvasion
is alledged to be threatened.

Expectation was now upor the tiptoe. Had
Toronto possessed a stock exchange, you
might have gambled in the finest style.

T'he
commercial deputation dressed in their hest
bib and tucker, and with visages singnlarly va-
ried 1o express thewr diversified emotions, pro-
ceeded to government house, and were usher-
ed into the viceregal presence. Sir Francis,
they say, did not sit, but stood with that per-
sonai oscillation which you witness in a man
so situated as not well to know what fo say or
what to do. 'The royal answer left them, just
where it found them! * Gentlemen—I have
no further observations to make to you on this
subject!” Never did men appear more cha-
grined. [A burst of laughter.] Bat time
dispelled their fears, and to their unspeakable
mortification.yet greatly to their comfort,it was
soon revealed that the war was over; the ene-
my was conquered ; the country was safe ;—
SIRT’HANCIS ZAD CARRIEDR TUE ELECTIONS ! !

Confining our attention within the range of
the most 11 varable matters of defouce, set forth
in this report with consummate skil and ad-
dress, with no other anxiliaries than the state
documents, which the committee in their exn-
herant zeal forgot to notice, we have found, Sir,
enouzh substamialiy to conviet Sir Francis of
the most serious and alartaing abuses of his high
station. It is not necessary to descend to p;r-
ticulars. We have seen the large scale and

systematic manner in which he has carrl,ed_ ou
his shameful policy to countenance angevsm
to martial government patents and instruct th_l
vearerof them.  We have reviewed some of hii
vicious and disreputable appeals to the clector:
before the g-neral election, and pointed out thei
unconstitutional bearing and corrupting tenden.
cy. The guilty policy used against the_peop]«
seems to me too apparent now to be denied, toc
extensive to have fuiled of its purpose, and toc
momentons to be hidden under titlc or station
[ shonld have betrayed the country had I not
more awed by the danger of our lLberties thar
by the rank of the violaior of them, thus broughi
Im into daylight, and exhibited in alarming
array the niture and magnitude of kis conspt.
racy.

=ume subordinate particulars might, indeed,
be shown from this report and its appendix ; as
the establishment, of the election ot Beverly
L-eds, the fatal inexpediency of which plaze
had been already twice recorded in the blood
and shronded with the mourning of the free-
holders ; the appointment of the Halton elec.
tion at a place within 12 miles of one end of the
connty and 30 or perhaps 40 of the other; and
the sclection in the Eastern District of a return-
ing officer, who was so incorrigible a partizan
as. presumptuously and indecently to condemn
the cho'ce the electors had made, and who with
a corresponding spirit of disaccommodation te
the electors and the memhers elect, refused the
execution of the indentures till another day and
place; and the like facts, which were, indeed,
too largely mixed up with the executive corrup-
tion, not incidentally to escape amidst the par-
tial and necessary disclosures for the defence.

Had you sent for Dr. Sinith, a late candidate
for.Wernt\vorth. he would have giver you an
insight into the mischievous operation of recent
patents, from 40 to 50 of which were unblugh—
ingly unpacked at the hustings, and brought
successfully to bear against him ; patents, Ziy,
for land in the Brantford tract, which had been
sold two years hefore upon the terms of four
annugl instalments; but which nevertheless
prematurely xssgf‘d for persons ¢ who would
vote for the Tories.”

It may be trne, that some i i
haveA been.alledged against Sirpﬁr:::lsciswg;;h
be either incapable of proof, or may huve, Erro}r
peously grown out of other corrupt and prolific
abuses. “He who collects together the various
complaints of an ill-governed ;eoplé. and makeg
2 catalogue of'the grievances which form the'
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outery of th2 land, will find, as in this enae,
some unfounded things amidst a mass of corrup.
tion. If Dr. Duncombe has fallen into this
error, it is a very venial one,

I have heard =om: of Sir Francis's devotees
extenuate his inflammatory conduct by protend-
ing all his errors to be the mere effTvescence
of an inexperienced man, But, Sir, inall these
transacitons; brs dos the pioar of the « quo ani-
ma"” deducible trom his public cuudnet und his
official papers, there is posuive and external
evidence to the same eilet, For instanee.—
He who kuew that it was eriminal to inflam»
the electorz at Lie clection, must ave knowa .t
to be equally eriminal to dn so upon the eve of
an election—DBut althoagh ho had provions ta
the late cout s'. most mdustrion.ly circulated
among the coustituenicy various paltieal app-.uis
ta the worst passious of the people, vot 55 coa-
scious was he of the impropri v of suchconduct,
that when the Weslovan Mothodist Conlirenes
waited npen hia afterthe comminencrment of the
eleetion with a pilous address, he suddenly b2
came most conscrent ens, heav by burd ned with
relirons seruples abouwt his duty, exquisitively
sensitive about influencing the clactive fians.
caise, and tendorly alive to the purity of the
hustings and the honor & dirnity of the crown!
Tuiting on a face &s Jony as the Reverend gen-
tlemen bofors him, he gave the following syeo.
phantic answer :—

CRENTLUMEY =S

¥y BDAUS I
1tlemen thanked him, ia the
presence «f tiee Maior, Yot his gracious reply,
and humbly boawing, rotired to praise him in the
columns of the Guardian for what they knew
to be bypoerisy.  Buch is the offepring of the
adulteroy a1 Church and
State.

But there is further evidence that the evil
course was wlfuly pursued. .

In Sir Francis’s answer to an alddress from
the late Assemb'v, he used the fullowing lan-
guage, which under a solemn impression of its
truth and importance, he repeated in his specch
at the prorogation :— To appeal to the people
is-unconstitutional as well as unwise ; to appeal
to their passions is wrong.” In the first place,
sir, no other than a sworn Orangeman would
think it uncons'itutional or unwise to appesl to
the peopLE. Ar they such cyphers, rucha
merz flick of “ Peasants,” (I had almost enid
Pheasants) as to be deemed unwortiiy of beirs
appealed to, upon matters transcendantly affec-

ting their hzppiness and libertiest Are the
people nothing, and Sir Francis every thing 1—
This implies the utmost contempt for the com-
munity at farge, resarving all honor and wisdom
to himselfand the few about him as instruments
for carrying on the government of the muny!
But why vug he, who taught this doctrine even
from the throne, himself’ guilty of such vncon-
stitutional and uwise conduct as to appeal to
the people throngh his var.ous mflammaiory
adilro Wiy did he, alter denouncing it
as wrong, op; to their passions ; ves, all
their passions ; yea more, their woest paesions ?
It waos, therefire, done wilfully. It was a vio-
lation of aknown du'y.  He preached from the
tirone the iniguity of maling “appeals to the
puaple’s puss.oue,” and yet to got * the electors
on brard one end the same boat with his cha-
racies,” and ther by carry the elections, he did
not soxup'e to sacnifize virtue at the shrine of
exnediency, and do the very deed, he bad for
another purpose pullicly condemnrd.  ft wo'd
m:ke a syllhgism—¢ Lo appeal to the passions
of the prople is wrone;” but Sir Francis bas
nruled to their passisos, and their worst paz-

Sir Fr 5 has done wrong,
then, con we vote for this
T wholly acquite him T Tmpossible.

Dr.buccombe inust not be eatively forgotten.
T: mast npon the whole be admitted, without
dini to detail, that his ollezitions agamst
Lis are very moacrate when compared
with even the Hede that has been as yet dis-
clos2d vesneeting his patronage of Oranseism,
his share of intrigues with jand patents, and
Ins poisnacus eddresses to the electors of the
country.

He must not expect a beiter fute than others
of past and present times, who have espoused
the cause of the many agiinst the arrogance &
injustice of the fow. It does not become a re-
former to desert the people because they desert
b:m. With the magnaninity, appropriate to
the claracter hie has won, he soars above the
virnlenes of party under opposition, and the in.
stabiliy of men under an unparalieled concate-
nation of exccutive delusions. Ifthere is any
martyrdom whichout of religion deserves the
name, 1t is martyrdom in your country’s service.
VWheu I hear and gee directed against the hon.
and learned member for Oxford (Dr.Duncombe)
all the reproachiul malice which the huwan
heari exn be made to dislil, or the tongue ta
uiter;—When I see the country robbed of the
nubiic services of the estimable Dr. Baldwin,
vonerable in years and exalted in every thing

oal
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honorable in man, because truth aud patriotism
constrained him to warn his ;unhappy country
sgainst the false and inflammatory app?als of u
reckless Goverror ;—When I see the Courts of
Justice violated by so rude a band s de-com-
missioned Mr. Ridout, and meauly stript him
of honors which he had meritoriously earned in
war~-honors, however, which, notwithstanding
the despoiler, are transmitted with the glonm;s
memory of the immortal Brock—and all this
degradation tov, aimed, not consummated, ag’st
him, either because he vuted for his brother-in-
law,a reformer,or because of false tales welcom.
ed by the vice-regal car from some low informers
or still lower eve droppers, under a dcsp@c:{ble
system of espionage ;—When [ see a similar
despotic bumiliation  attempted zgainst Mr.
Small, the irreproachable and honorable son of
one of the most accomplished gentlemen the
Province ever saw, and one of the most devuted
servants the crown ever had ;—When I see my
hon’ble and gallant friend from Stormont (Col.
McDonald) whose ancestor as well as himselt,
were devoted to the service of a Kiar, whose
representative has cruelly injured and insulted
him, without redress ;—When I see the similar
fate of a Scatchard, sustaining among all par-
ties, the honorable character of an intelligent,
upright and humane Justice of the Peace ;—
When——Dbut stay the catalogue of public
crime! The heart fills as this sort of massacre
goes on!—Canada! Was this the public jus-
tice and the public good, for which you lately
fought,and bled and cheerfully would have died?
Was this . the spirit which you ever thought
could possibly survive the flames which un.
der the law of retaliation in the late war, Jaid
waste your villages and your homes? Is this
the rightful fruit of that ubity of the empire for
which, many of you twice lost much, and haz-
arded all? “Shall this be the fate of your brav-
est comrades in the recent war, who would ra.
ther have fallen gloriously in the field, than live
to be the ignominious victims of this heartless
policy? Peace to the ashes of our dead, hap-
pily unconseious of the wounded honor and in-
sulted rank of their once companions in arms!
Sleep on, in blissful ignorance that you fell
in vain,

Dr. Duncombe is with singular malignity thus
charged ; « having some private business to
transact with the government in England, he
was desirous of advancing his claims, by repre-
senting himself as a person of some importance,
and with this view assumed the character of de.
legate of the Reformers of the Province, but with.

vut any authority whatsoever for doiqg 80, —
It weuld have become s selact committee, loss
seasoned with executive partizanship, to relate
the facts, and leave us to draw the inference.—
But as they lLave endeavoured to exercise
perhaps the most dispassionate  judgment
in their power, tho’ with singular tailure of
truth and justice, it is <ue to the honorable and
learned member #z; “*xferd (Dr. Dosvmbe.)
to shew the evil genius by which they were
unconsciously deluded.

This evil genius, the ghost of departing To-
ryism, haunied them inio the belief that Dr,
Dumcombe was a minor thing, while Sir Fran-
cis was “ justly of the greatest importance.”—
Thus possessed by this unequal view, Ltle wt.
tention was bestowed upon the testimony or the
inferences froim it, affecting the subordinate in-
dividual.—Hencc they sent for Hr. Bidwell,
who is known to be wholly unconnected with
the Reform Society, and so averse to personal
attendance at public meetings, as never to honor
them with his presencc. In this House, indeed,
he held as a public man the station of first com-
mouner of the land, reflecting upon it all the dig-
nity which learning, eloquence and virtue could
confer. But out of this lHouse, he was notori-
ously so estranged from political transactions,
as to render any application to him, = priori,
certainly fruitless. In the same manner they
applied to Dr, Buldwin, who is houorary Presi-
dent of the Reforin Society, but whose venera-
ble age and growing infirmities render him only
an occasional attendant upon anniversary ang
extraordinary seasons. The application to Mesrs
Shaver aud Cooke from the Eastern extremity
of the Province, and to others more or less dis,
tant from the metropolis, was also calculated to
keep up the appearance of inguiry, in a way,
however, which was sure to elicit nothing,—
And becauge it elicited nothing, the honorable
and learned committee from nothing deduced
something to prove Dr. Duncombe an impostor
in England. Surely, those hon. and learned
gentlemen will feel ‘the worsn than error into
which this evil genius has haunted them : for
had the subject of their malediction in preferting
his private claims at the Colonjal Office, pri-
vately intimated that he hag the honor (an honor
it was) to represent the Reformers in Canada »
and had Lord Glenelg written !
ther the character assumed
ther, Si1, there ‘might have been an apparent
ground for this invigious charge.  But when
a’;D“\‘)‘I‘“’mbe openly assumed this character

pubhic, not a private correspondence, and



did so in a petition to the British House of
Commons before the British nation and the
world, detection and disgrace were certain
to follow false pretensions ; and surely no ap-
ology [save thatof haunted imagination] can
be suggested for those, who under a knowledge
of «hese circumstances, charged him with
a fraud «to advance private ciaims’ which the
attempted imposition would certainly defeat.

1t is, Sir, n maxim in Law, that you must
produce the best evidence the nature of the
case admits.  Why did not the Lawyers upon
this select committee observe this rule founded
in reason and justice? Why did they forget
to send for the active Vice Presidents of high
and long established characters, as James 5.
Small, Esq. barrister at iaw, and late member
for this City ! ur for James Losslie, Eeq. one of
our most intelligent and wealthy merchants 1—
And above all why not send for the Secretary
of the Society ? and for the Secretary of the
Executive Committee of that Socicty, intrusted
by it and all its kindred branches in the country
with the active conduct of their affairs? Why
did they not send a subpena dues tecum, to
give the Truth as it might appear in the
minutes and records of this society? It
is not, sir, for me to state what might bave been
proved had they chosen to seek the facts from
the fountain head ; it is enough to show that a
Report characterized by such a epirit, and blind
to the clearer evidence within the very precints
of the City, is unentitled to our adoption.

This negligence of due investigation by so
jearned a body, is the less excusable, because on
the 30th of November, when the Sclect Com-
mittee had been but lately organizedand was bar
ely in operation,Dr. Duncombe had arrived, and
was justly greeted on histeturn with the wel-
come of the people. The following appeared
in the public papers :—

At a meeting of influential Reformers held at Thomas Eli

o12's Tavern, in the city of Toronto, on the evening of Wed-
nesday the 30th day of November, 1836, .
Janmes E. Smacy, Esq. in the Chair. 3

Mr. J. [, Price,scconded by Mr. ¥. Hincks, moves that it
be resolved—1. That the thanks of the Reformers be rendered
10 Dr. Charles Duncombs for the readiness with which he ac-
cepted, aud the fidelity with which he has exccuted the trust
of representing in their behalfto the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg,
the condition of this country.—Carried. .

Mr. Jamea Lesslie, seconded by Dr. 0'Grady, moves that it
be resolved—2ndly. That Dr. Duncombe be requested to fur-
nish the meeting, for the information of their fellow Rgformem
in the Province with an accountof his procecdings in England.
—Carried.

After the above resolutions wore adopted Dr. Duncombe
came forwnrd and after an eloquont_speeeh in which he de-
tailed his proceedings on behalf of the Reformers while in

England, read his corrospondence with the Colonial Mimister.
This was enough to put the commitice upon

their gunrd, particularly as it appeared almost
simultanenusly with the commencement of their
inquiry, and without the passibility of'anticipat.
ing this molignant insinuation against an hon.
and learned member. Guided by this meeting
into the tract of truth, why did not the hon.
and learned committee, send for Jas. E. Smali,
Esq.? James Harvey Price, Baq. Attorney at
Law? Trancis Hincks, Fisq. Cashier of the
People’s Bank ? James Lesslie,Bsq. President
of that Bank? The very Rev. Dr. W.J.0-
Grady ! The Secretary of that meeting with
his record ? and as many more as they pleased,
or as might be suggested by the testimony of
the above gertlemnen, more honarable than
whom, cannot be found in the community }—
It is not for me, following their example a-
gainst Dr. Duncombe, to scan their motives,
or the inexplicable nnd mysterions causes of
their superffcial investigation. But for the
adoption of such a report I cannot vote. When,
indeed, they were told by Messrs. Shaver,
Cook, McMicking, Thorburn, and I know not
at this moment how many others, from cuter
districts, with how much satisfaction Doctor
D’s mission was welcomed, an inquiry into
the metropolitan proceedings respecting it,
was both suggested by the evidence and by the
subject matter of it.

A party, lawvers used to say, shall not dis-
credit his own witness.  In this case, therefore,
I shall take as credible, upon their own admis-
sion, the cvidence of Sir Francis Head. Ac.
cording to a despatch, a copy of which hns
been transmitted to this House, but which es.
caped the vigilant and scrupulous 1abours of the
honorable and learned committee, Sir Francis
sent the following announcement to Lord
Glenelg, in a Despatch, dated 16th July, 1836 :

« The Republican minority of course feel that
‘“their couse is desperate; and asa last dying
¢ struggle, they have, ! understand, been assen-
¢ bling at Toronto, night after night, for the
¢ purpose of appealing for assistance to his Ma.
¢ jesty’s Government !

% Their convocations are so secret, that it is
¢ impossible for me to know what passes there,
¢ but I have been informed that they have actu-
“ ally despatched Dr. Duvcompe, an American
¢ and arank republican, with complaints of some
“ gort respecting the election.

« 1 feel confident that your Lordship wiil dis-
‘¢ countenance this dark, unconstitutional prac.
«tice of despatching agents from the Province
‘to His Majesty’s Govermnent, to make secret
 complainte. against the Lieatenant Governor,
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wyhich, of course, it is impossible for me to
« repel.”

Thus it appears that a fact which was g0 no-
torious as to be known to Sir Francis in Augnst
last, was unknown to the comnutice January
1837! And what Sir Francis at once ascer-
tained unior a system of cspionag?, could not
be fathomed by a groa.er uniiter of learncd
men than perhaps ever consticuied a siwilar
committee in the world !

The style of tho above Drsrateh needs no
comment, It came fiom the author of the ac
monious appcals to the people, as an uncon
tutional prelude to the late election. It is,
however, worthy to be recorded, that with all
this information before him, Lord Glencly, a
Peerof Encland and a Minister of Stute, in a
Despatch, datzd, 8:h Sept. 1856, cxpres-ly in
answer to the one from Bir Francis, dated 16th
July, tl.us welecomes and app:oves a couwrse of
conduct and policy, which would scarce’y fin!
aparallel or an apologist in the darkest Gover:.
ment in Europe :

“he King is pleased to acknuwledge with
* marked approbation the forcsight, cnergy, and
“ moral courage, by which ynur ccuduct on this
“ occasion has been distinmuished. Itis peculi-
“arly gratifying to me to be the clunned of con—
veying to you tiiy high &honorable testimony
“of 1lis Daj favorable acceptance of jous
‘¢ services.”

Ifit is «a dark & unconstitutional practice”
to send agents to His Majosty’s G vernmont
“to complain of such official cenduct as
ceded and attended the late elections,” 1f &
conduct is to be approved by thie very Gove:
munt from which the people ought to expect and
to receive protection ; if this couperation of
the Colonial Minister, is to perpriuate a system
sbhorrent to every well revnlured imind, repu,—
nant to the coustitution, zubversive of hibesty
and based in 1mmo ality ; the future civil axd
religious rights of :le’country are doomed to
extinciion. Salvation can, in such case, only
be expeeted from the subversion of such a sys-
tem fromn its foundations.

Unless the evil is now and effectually correc-
ted, 1t will equally infest the future, as it hus
the past Elections. The country must, there—
fore, remember that this execrable policy js not
to be viewed in a epeculative, but 11 a practical
point of view. Shull we ever again have o
free Election? This fearful inquiry must be
metby another. Wil this execrable policy ever
again be put into operation ? I answer, 1t will !
—The same government under the same sys~

tem will not hesitate to resort’to the same
means to gain the same end. I‘hzy do not
blush to call these means, “energy, . ¢ moral
courazs” and « foresight;” « serviv v, worthy
of * Inwh and honorable testimony™! ! Dy thesa
vinTues we are hewvafter to be goveruod t—
Canada must now meke her choice btwen: ‘the
manful redress of the grievance; ora lasiing
submission. 1t is the preseivation or the ex-
tinction of liberty. Roepetition will be held
corroboration ; and rencwed suceess will har-
den the workers of the iniquity.  Tiis a sulem
but uaaveidable alternative. If_you recognize
these Virroes, and desire thf:!_r transi ssion
ta your postenly, you havs x}olhmg TO DO, yon

vt ouly To sorrER.  But if yeur nobler feel-

fiec D arms ogainst 8UCH VIRTUES, and
the dire mberitance they will yicld to your
ch'lderen a1 d your children’s chiliven 5 it yeu

valie that purity of civl govercnecety which
is ileaven’s secoud best ¢t to mzn; 0 this

o
reg: bow las rot coverd your bouds of
sympathy witi jour insiituiions, civil and veli-
gious, and with all that endears a people to
their ceuntry ; if liberty shall not by this deudly
ouirage beceme extinet,but rather rise from the
pﬁ“ic \'»'](]l renew doererg al)d Q nwre l]ﬂ.]]ﬂ\v—
ed zeal j—Cuan st nerve themselves
Wit a tervent pusriotism and a christian spint,
to devise by all constitut onal means, redress
for the pust, and salvation for the futuze.

Mot less viruleut is the langunage against
Mr. Hume. 1n order to gratity the same
spinit agzainst Lim, they travel back to events
which transpired years ugo, and scem to feel
(as well they may) that it is an honor to throw
their mizsiles at'so greal a man. - While Mr.
Tienie is supperting the Ministry in Eogland,
their public (unctionaries here, and Sir Fran-
cis's partizans, are secking occasions to vilify
abuse and degrade im.  Put on what vccas.
ion did sir. Hume expressa wish for our relief
from  “ banefol domiuation”? It was, s'r,
when the “ domination” was not less “baneful”
than it is now. The liberal and bevioy jp-
tentions of Barl Riponwere defested,and those
who presumed to mect even to thank him, or
through him to thank His Majesty, were treat-
ed with a vielence and brutality which would
disgrace the least civilised gnve’m mentin Euy-
op2. Will you recoflect, sir, the treatment
that nobleman received upon the foor of
this Assembly ; and the changes which con-
sequently took place, changes which it would
be unnecessarily invidious more particularly




-~

37

to mention?  Will you remember, sair, the
celebrated address of remonstrance to the
Kiuog, which passed almost without a dissent-
jng voice, against the interference of his Min-
sters in our internwlaffaivs? [ A shamelul
document too,”—(rum the Solicitor General.)
and as unanimons, sir, as it is now suid to be
shamefut! And during this session (when
Lord Glenels's interdict arrived) the learned
Solicitor Geneml, and a'l hi's party, joiued in
simi‘er remonstrance, ewmbracing the very
same principle, only dressed in more subdued
and circumlocutory language ! ‘T'he mioister
who looks to the principle, and not to its en-
velope, will condemn yon ior the treason,
which you charge against a former, anda
franker Parliiument.  "When, sir, this sart of
distraction prevailed, and we were goaded
with mis-governmeunt, almostequal to its pres-
ent maximum (which, sir, exceeds what ush-
eved in the Amvrican Bovoludon) v, Hume
indignan at our wrougs, expressed the senti-
ment which you cherish aud preserve for his
accastonal malediction.

But what was your own language at that
very juncture?  \What was your loyalty when
Earl Ripon shook tories and their **hread and
butter,” into impending annihilation?  What
was your cutcry agaiost “the banelul domina-
tion of the mother. country,” when iis scourge
fell dtSEIVEdl) on yourselves?  What was
your pal.mu:m, wlr n your tory recklessness
pmced you in tire minority, which from exec-
utiv- corruption, I and my friends occupy to
pight 7 I will read it for your lumbling edi-
fication, {rom the columns of your own deml-
official Courier :—

SThis is a summary procedure most sssuredly—and as high-handed
and achitrary a suelch of cespolc power &+ bas been enacted before the
face of Ligh beaven, i any ol \be four quasters of this nether world, for
mauy and Mmany a lonz ca;

« Further marks ol s l,orv’dihlp J d.TIeumle‘:: :.l:ﬁinrf:.:;\':x‘dp;?:ﬁ.d:‘r:
e b e ot poThical ehper Jai polvicn] smbecile
may next enact. ‘The distotution of the Parbament ;ihe recall of the
Governor ; Uie dismissal ofthe Chiel Justice ; naul muny other equally mad
2ad ruinons projects ace said Lo be 1o the conemplation of this_foofish
Colonial i, Uae of the very worst effects of such a condition of
affairs is, 1bat il re luces every 110,20 the country 10 a -t of uncertain
ty: with the p-t acts ol this m “ter (e reat bulk of 1 ople are dis-

P
pleased or ws:uted ; and, with irlerence 10 his (1 wots, they
appr erend notum; hut mis Dbiefand di-aster hoth Lot colony aud to the

empi re. The wmus ol all tie well alleed froqle w the ooy (and
they moth verte s ltio et e on
zie, Gmknu., and tie Yo @ vuab sorgar w10 by
unlii £od. Anstead of Gl nd cols - their
Conn A w11 e gl e  with & toleoninationo
Suppoit that gome i, 55 neny b SpputLed WD their (r
tanes or 1he.r Lleci, their anedion Ly ore than half alicnored
from tie wnd 1a the apprebension Uit the
same incu preiicn U wards them is hhrly to
coutmy Hers S ends v’ log

some NEW STALE CE which bl et
ally put the Colouy leyond the erach ot nyury azdin-ult from sny and
Teery 1poramar, whon the political lottery o the day may elevate (0 the
ebair ol tise Colonial Ofice.

“eThis 1s stroag langua

1ie fools and the kogves of the ¥ankee re-
publican faciion, whom

wd Goderich delighterh to honour—and thefools

und hnaves of the Canadlun Republican Pres: (and they ar: allfools or

Kansest will wilect (o condermn and cdicule thal Jungnn wt [T 18
THUE! Tts ot the sece ccsn ianees of the disausal iom otice of Mr,
Ruultoa, or Mr, Hozu Dut st as the disprsitina whih this £, b

e Crdosiies Iuns evin ed 10 Comenee and proteet the odious, de meanle,
the ungrimenled, i Leony Fetion wlhicis b beea Laowring [or yeaes t
wasseve the Uolo s from Biritnin, andta sct up Domoeratie I publicani
nite stend 5 e equadly dcpieatte and npomenpied cinmissary o

AR Lo aming s e st w i b e s st G e s, 38 8 Gonse-
quenee, Shewn (0 aaney, ivsit, and bgme the G of the reat and
respectable majority Gf the Caniulio popwlatian who disavo . d and con-
demned the conduct and reg pventitimns of tna ewissary and that fwton;

E rely the sl of the seatt

Tesratment und the viere with regard (o the _fidare,
e bave deseribol

wols never bearn wedom : or ane imight have logel that the #yueris
ence which the resent taolt-h miwsiry bave had of the o equ 1
ting up their oppnets nod putsing dowi theic

enemies by the buud, and 1hiowinz vold water

would have ere this tanshit them 1he progivty of wbmdoning

ity 5 but the vunons poliey which bhas beew eo.ute

Jamnici it in the Maurdus, 1, @ appears, 10 be epacted i

ada, andthe Lord Kuows, perhaps in all the ather colanies ul \

ding with this wmberile poicy, the goe,

made dear'ly enemivs of 1l fix

5 have added tenfol

nd 20,000 adeiic

quently rrquuited 1o keep the people of Lreland fram wel

others blood, and frum angihitating cvery vistage of order, goverameat
and law

* In Jamaica, in parsuance of the same policy, they hove ctimutated the

a0

(h'\! desoted B

n Manr.tn—in aceordianee with a simitar policy, (he same e

bave beon puraied, azd the same neeessity for resortug 1o ad-itioual
nets has bern 1he concequeace

A B0 e same inb e exp

ke to deal wit’e, wilb b 100 o erful 16 be subs
Bued o ollient o by iy emoustintios of (his kvl

" We heque m vever, for the best——we bhope that thou 'y “fonls may not
learn wicn,” they oy, ut least, be arrested in the,r
and that the consl‘qm‘uces whbich no honourable or
contemplate without shuddertng, may therefore be averied,”

Such 18 the ]unn'uacfe of Giecree Gurnett,
Bsq. in the Courirr; a dcntlenun wito bas been
{or years the pillar of your party, and the able
editorial expoundcrof your cause ; a gentleman
who after ye.rs of ill requited services, has,
by yonr instreanentality, aided by the powerful
intercession of the Executive, been lately raised
for the soundness of his political principles and
the ability with which he has sustained them,
to the high and dignified station of Mayor elect
for the City of Toronto. Such was your lan-
guage when your interests were threatened,
and the power you bad so long abused, was
about to be taken away. It transcends the
boldest things that ever passed in the mind
or escaped from the lips of an American
Revolutionist under tue most intelerable
despotism.  To hear men of such a party
and guilty of such productions, indulging in
every kind of vituperation against an English
statesman, who breathes towards us good will,
& lends us the kindest offices, exhibits them in
no enviable or praiseworthy consistency either
for truth or patriotism.

Sir Francis, in his first appeal ftom the
throue to the passions of the people, as ** En-
glishmen, Irishmen, Scotchmen and U. E.




Loymists,” forgot, ves air, forgot the Caxa-
praxs!  Their name was oot found in his
vocabulary ! Wrapt up in European prejudices
and invidinns nationality, he dwelt only on his
eountrymen here, and those whom he should
empty upon ns from the worst sources of the
parishes at home ! Ile had no names, g2 he
has shown he has no sympaihy for the vory
people he came to govern! The emigrants
were thus significantly marshalled against our
hospitable natives! 1n behalf, therefure, of
Canadians, thas neglected, despised and over-
powered, I bea publicly to thank Mr. Hume
for his kindoess and urbanity towards them.
1t sinks, ke may be assnred, deep into their
heorts.and the decper. rae, through the recent
wotnds still open and sewsitive.  The inter-
change of kindness in the same commnunity ia
the ordinary course of life, awakens no suar-
prise, and commands vo nnusual commenda-
tion. It is based upon reciprocity. or is the
offspring of closer relations. I3n: in Mr. Hume
I see embodied the geverosity of the Knghsh
character, and the most estimable feelings of
the true ph:lanthropist, B
i1a receives us from a distant country: and
with a sympathy wide as the worid, exiensive
as the human family, he has ever treated us
with a bcnignily and patient consideration,

worthy of his nation. e listens to our repeat
ted and increasing complaiats with untiring at-
tention ; and his zeal in otir Lehalf 18 unsub-
dued by failure, and unchillegby your reproa—~
ches. Amidst the froth of your vituperation,
voo sce him dignificd and sincere. His beart
1s still open.  His [abors in the British Senate,
are st:!linlisted in our unequal cause ; and how
vainly do you hope with such a man, to drown
in his ears the complaints of the injured by the
louder and ruder railings of their oppressors.
Mr. Hame! In behalt of Canadians I grate-
fully thank vou: and’ there is not a Canadian
Leart which does not respond it,

I move that the committee rise.  Blot ont
this Report.  Let it not live to record the pub-
bic calamities, which 1t feebly affects to wipe
away. Hurden not yourselves against sensibi-
lity to wrongs which vou cannot but know, and
wnfractions of public liery which you must be
more or less than men not poignantly to feel.—
Qur country, is a call, which has not alt ogether
Jest ta charm,  Disemba rkf'rnm a hoat, ﬂoating
on corrupted waters; and bere on solid ground
It 1y retrieve the past and erect a nobler em.
blem for the tnture. ™ Let our honorahle con-;
demnation of what. 18 base and despotic, bhe g
enarantee of our devotion hercafter to what is
noble and patriotic. I move that we risa,



