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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T.- H E author of the following fueets hath e?dea­

. youred, to the lltmoll of his abilities, to give 

the Public a fuccinCt and impartial Hillary of th(l 

prefent war.--No nave to faction, no dupe to pre­

judice; he hath reprefented faCts as they really hap. 

pened. It is the bufinefs of hiftory to record; not 

ro flatter. The con dour of the public is requefted 

for_ a work, the defign of which is certainly com. 

,nendable : How it is executed the reader muft de';" 
~ermin~. 





A 

H I s T o R y 

OFT HE 

w A R. 
C HAP. I. 

Origin 'of the war. Af1s of hoflility committed by 
France in America. The french incroachments there. 
'['he engliJh ambaffador remonflrates againfl their pro. 
{eedings.' Mojor Wajhington's expedition. Monckton 
r~duces Beaufejour, and other forts in Nova Scotia. 
Other tran/aftions in America, till the end of Ii 54. 
General Braddock appointed to command in chief, and 
arrives in Virginia. He marches againfl Fort du 
ff<gefne. Is defeated by the fre11ch. Conjequences of 
his defeat. .Rejletlions. 

T
o enquire into the origin of the war, it 
will be neceffary to look back almoft 
to the· peace of Aix Ia Chapelle, in the 
year 174-8; for we fhall find, that very 

foon after that neary, the french laid the foun­
dations for a future war. In order to perceive this 
more clearly, I fhall take a particular view of the 
proceedings of Fra.nce in North America (the country 
in which the late commotions firft began) from the 
abovementioned time. 
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In the year 1749, fame enpliIh american traders 
commenced a traffic with the indians, on the banks 
of the river Ohio. The french knowing the im­
portance of that country, were deun;ms to prevent 
us from trading, or having any communication with 
thofe indians; they threatned them with the confiJ­
cation of their goods, and imprifonment of their 
perfons, if they did hOt retire, from what, they were 
pleafed to call, their mafter's territories. Many of 
the traders immediately withdrew, on receiving this 
infolent menace; but feveral others, knowing their 
own juft right, had more fpirit; and continued their 
trafflC as ufual, notwith£landing the threats denonnced 
again£l them: and accordingly in 1750, the marquis 
de la Jonquiere, at that time governor of Canada, 
fent feveral detachments of troops to the Ohio, to puc 
their former threats in execution; which they did by 
feizing four englifh traders, and confifcating theil' 
goods, fending them prifoners to ~lebec, from whence 
they were brought to Rochelle in France, am;l there 
detained in prifon. Thefe engliihmen foon after their 
arrival at Rochelle, wrote to the earl of Albemarle, 
our ambaffador at Paris, complaining of the ill ufage 
they had received: upon which, that minifter wrote 
a letter to the earl of Holderneffe, fecretary of £late 
to the king of England; of which the following is 
an extract. 

" P . h ans, marc J, 1752. 
I mu£l acquaint your Iordfhip, that in the month 

of november I received a lett~r from three perfons, 
figning themfelves, John Patton, Luke Irwin, and 
Thomas Bourke; reprefenting to me, that they were 
englifhmen, who had been brought to Rochelle, and 
put into prifon there, from whence they wrote; hav­
ing been taken by the french fubjeCts, who feized 
their effects, as they were trading with the engli!h, 
and other indians on the Ohio, and carried prlfoners 
t:o CQlebec; from whence they have been fent over to 

Rochelle, 
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Rochelle, where they were hardly ufed; Upon this 
information, I applied to M. St. Contefr, and gave 
~im a note of it; claiming them, as the king's rub­
Jects, and demanding their liberty, and the refritu­
tion of their effeCts that had been unjuftly taken 
from them. 

Thefe three perfons, I find by the paper your lord­
!hip has fent me, are of the number of thofe demand­
ed of the french by Mr. Clinton, and named in M. 
de la Jonq'uiere's letter. I have wrote to a merchant 
at Rochelle to enquire after them, and to fupply them 
with money, to make their journey hither, if they 
are not gone; that I may receive from them all the 
informations neceffary. On my feeing M. St. Con­
teft next tuefday, I will reprefent the cafe to him, in 
obedience to his majefty's commands, that la Jonquiere 
may have pofitive orders, to defiO: from the unjufti­
fiable proceedings complain~d of; to releafe any of 
his majeftfs [ubjects he may frill detain in prifon; 
and make ample reftitution of their effects. And I 
!hall take care to !how him the abfolute neceffity of 
fending inftructions to their feveral governors, not 
to attempt any fuch encroachments for the future." 

And on the 8th of march lord Albemarle further 
writes to the earl of Holderneife. 

" I am now to acquaint your lord!hip, that I faw 
M. RouiIle yefterday; and that having drawn up a 
note of the feveral complaints I had received orders 
to make of la Jonquiere's conduct, 1 delivered it to 

him, and told him, in general, the contents of it; 
infifting on the neceffity, for preferving the good un­
derftanding be~wixt his majefty and the moft chriftian 
king, of fendiQg ~fl!.ch pofitive orders to all their go­
vernors, as might effectually prevent, for the future~ 
any fuch encroachments on his majefty's territories~ 
and committing fuch violence on his fu'bjects, as had 
been done in the paft. 
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I added to my remonftrance, that I hoped they would 

be taken into confideration quickly; that he might 
be able to give me an anfwer next week, or as foon 
afterwards as he poffibly could. This minifter told 
me, he would ufe his beft endeavours for that pur­
pofe; affured me it was the intention of his court to 
prevent any difputes arifing, that might tend to alter 
the prefent correfpondence between the two nations; 
and that I might depend upon fuch orders being fent 
to their governors accordingly. 

Of the three men I mentioned to your lordlbip in 
my letter of laft week, that had been brought prifon­
ers from Canada to Rochelle, whom I fent for to 
come to Paris, two of them are arrived, and the 
third is gone to London. I will take fuch informa­
tions from them, as may be neceffary for my own in­
ftruthon, to fllpport their receiving fatisfaCtion for the 
injuries that have been done them.". 

At the fame time that my lord Albemarle men­
tioned the above affair to M. de ROllilIe, he delivered 
to him a memorial containing his complaints, of which 
the following is a part. 

" As to the fort which the french have unctertaken 
to build on the river Niagara, and as to the fix englilh­
men who have been made prifoners; lord Albema.le 
is ordered by his court to demand, that the moft ex­
prefs orders be fent to M. de la Jonquiere, to defift 
from ruch lInjuft proceedings, and in particular, to 
caufe the fort above-mentioned, to be immediately 
razed; and the french a~d others in their alliance; 
who may happen to be there, to retire forthwith: as 
likewife, to fet the fix englifhmen at liberty, and to 
make them ample fatisfaCtion for the wrongs and 
loffes they have fuffered; and laftly, that. the per­
fons who have committed there exceffe~, be punilbed 
in fuch a manner as may ferve for an example to thofe 
who might venture on any like attempt." 

It 
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It is necefI'ary here to add a remark or two on this 

perplexed and intricate affair; concerning which, fo 
much falfhood has been propagated. It is very plain 
that, although feveral juft demands were made by 
lord Albemarle to the fr-ench minifter, yet none of 
them (except the releafing the three men at RochelleJ 
were complied with: even to this day the fort at Ni­
agara has not been demolifhed. No fatisfaction was 
made to thofe engliihmen who were taken prifoners, 
for the loifes they fuftained; nor any reftitution made 
for the effects that had been feized. And as to the po­
tltive orders which were to be fent to all their go- , 
vernors in North America, and to de la Jonquiere 
in particular, for them to defift from any the like at­
tempts or encroachments for the future, everyone 
Jmows the frenehnever thought of complying with 
this demand, finee they continued without interruption 
,their encroachments; and were fa far from defifting 
from the fame, that they even carried them every day 
further -'lnd further, till at laft it came to an open war 
between the two nations. 

It is one of the firft and beft of political maxims, 
for every nation to refent the wrongs done. them vi­
gorouOy and without delay. But, to the misfortune 
of their country, the miniftry in England did not 
follow that method to have its injuries redre{fed. 
'Tis true, my Jord Albemarle demanded every thing 
that it was reafonable to expect the french equId 
grant. But there certainly is a wide. difference 
between demandil1g, and having thofe demands 
granted. . The only article complied with was, the 
releafing the threeengliihmen at Rochelle. Now 
it is natural here to enquire into the reafon, why 
the britiih miniftry did not infift upon having the 
pther articles, mentioned in the lord Albemarle's 
memorial, complied with inftantly, and a !top put 
fO the many ~ncroachments which the french were 
making in America. ,We know this 1hould have been 
¢one: and we ~now it was not done. To enql.lire 
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into the recret [prings and caufes of this negleCl:, muft 
be left to thofe who are more acquainted with the 
affairs of ftate: but thus much I may ventu,re to fay, 

'that one of the principal ones was the dread and 
fear which the minifhy in England had, of being 
drawn into a war with France; the reafons for this 
fear, I think, are very evident. 

The marquis de la Jonquiere, governor of Cana­
da, died in march, 1752, juft as he was preparing to 
march a confiderable body of troops to the Ohio, 
with defign to continue their encroachments on that 
river. The marquis du Quefne, fucceffor to Jonquiere, 
no fooner arrived at ~lebec, in the middle of the 
year, than he haftened to continue what his predecef­
for had begun; and gave the command of the troops 
defigned for the Ohio, to the fieur de St. Pierre, 
who began his marc h in the latter end of 1753, and 
wintered in a fort which he built on the Beef River. 
In the month of october, during his fray at this 
Foft, he received a letter from Mr. Dinwiddie; lieu­
tenant governor of Virginia, dated the 3 I ft, com­
plaining of fundry late hoftilities; and defiring to 
know, by what authority an armed force had marched 
from Canada, and invaded a territory indubitably 
the right of his britannic majefty. Major Wafhing­
ton was the bearer of this letter. He returned with 
the following anfwer from Monr. Legardeur de St. 
Pierre, dated at the fort on Beef River, the 15 t4 
of december, I753-

" SIRo 

As I have the honor to command here in chief~ 
Mr. Wafhington delivered me the Jetter, which you 
direCted to the commandant of the french troops. 
I fhouJd hilVe been pleafed if you had given him or­
ders, or if he himfelf had been difpofed, to vifit Ca. 
nada and our general; to whom, rather than to me, 
jt properly appertains, to remonfrrate the reality of 
the king my mafter's rights to lands fituated along 

the 
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~e Ohio, and to difpute the pretenfions of the king 
of Great-Britain in that refpeCt. I 

I ihall immediately forward your letter to- Monf. 
le'marquis du ~lefne. His anfwer will be a law to 
me: and if· he direCts me to communicate it to 
you, I affure you, fir, I ihall neglect nothing that 
may be neceffary to convey it to you with expe .. 
dition. -

As to the requifition you make (that I retire with 
the trdops under my command) I cannot believe my­
felf under any obligation to fubmit to it: I am here 
in virtue.of my general's orders; and I beg, fir, you 
v{ould not doubt a moment of my fixed refolurion to 
conform to them, with all the exaCtitude and ftea­
dinefs that might be expeCted from a bener officer. 

I do not know that, in the courfe of this campaign, 
any thing has paffed that can be efteemed an aCt of 
hoftility, or contrary to the treaties fubfifting between 
the two crowns; the continuation of which is as in., 
terefting and pleafing to us, as it can be to the eng.,. 
li!b. If it had been agreeable to you, fir, in this re­
fpeet, to have made a particular detail of the faCts 
which occafion your complaint, I !bould have had 
the honor of anfwering you in the moft explicit man­
ner; and, I am perfuaded you would have had reafon 
to be fatisfied. . 

I have t~ken particular care to receive Mr. Wafu­
ington with all the diftinCtion fuitable to your dig~ 
nity, and to his quality and great merit. I flatter 
myfelf that he will do me this juftice, and join with. 
with me in teftifying the profound refpeCt with which 

I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble 

-!\nd moft obedient ferv-ant, 
LEGARDEUR DE ST. PIERRE." 

On receipt of this refolute anfwer, Mr. Dinwiddilt 
made inftant complaint to the court of Great-13ritain; 
and laboured what he could to rouze the Virginians 
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loto a vigorous oppofition. He wrote allo to th~ 
neighbouring governors, importuning the aid of the 
other colonies, for repelling the invafion, and erect­
ing a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monan­
gahela. An immediate JunCtion in [uch meafures 
became abfolutely requifite /;01" the common fecurity. 
But the colonies, inattentive to the inconveniencies of 
an endlefs frontier, co·ntemned the power of Canada, 
and confided in the number of their inhabitants. 
They were fa entirely ignorant of the fituation and 
importance of the inland COllnrry; that when appl,i­
cation was made to Virginia for fuccours, conformable 
to diredions from the miniftry in England, fame of 
our provincial a{femblies, particularly thofe of Pen­
filvania and New York *, feemed even to queftion 
his majefty's right to the lands ufurped by the french. 
Others, to avoid their fhare in the burden, framed 
the moft trifling excufes. New York, however, voted 
50001. currency in aid of Virginia; which, confider­
ing her own utuation,.and approaching diftreifes, was 
no ungenerous contribution. 

But the Virginians proceeded in their refolution 
of marching a body of troops to the pr0tection 
of their frontiers: and pailed an aCt in Februa­
ry, J 754, for the raifing 10,0001. and 300 men. 
The command was given to col. Wafhington, a young 
gentleman of great bravery- and di:(bnguifhed merit. 

He 

* ExtraCt of goverl}or Morris's melfage to the a{[embly of Pen­
iiIvania, 22 November, 1755. 

You would not admIt, that the french encroachments and for .. 
tifications on the Ohio were within our limits, or his majefty's do: 
minions, then by feeking an excufe to avoid doing what was re. 
quired of you. '. -
, Extract of the addrefs- of the general alfembly of New York to 
lieutenant governor de Lancy, 23 Ap.rit, 1754. 

It appeajs, by other p::.pers, your honor has been pleafro to 
communicate to us, that the french have built a fort at' a place 
called the French Creek, at a confiderable diftance from the river 
Ohio, which may, but does not by any evidence or information 
appear to us to be all invafion of any of hi, n' l}pfl,', COIO~lit,_ 
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He began his march at the head of his little army, 
~bout the 1ft of may. On the 28th he had!1 fkirmifu 
with the enemy, of whom ten were nain, and 
~bout twenty wer,e made prifoners. But col. Wafh­
\ngton finding himfelf too weak, waited for further 
reinforcements; during which time he was alarmed 
~ith the news, that, a great body of french and in­
dians were ma.rching againft him, It feems the 
marquis du ~lefne, governor general of Canada, 
had appointed the fieur de Contre-Cceur to command 
the french troops on the Ohio, who being acquainted 
with the !kirmifh which col. vVafhington had with .a 
party of french, refolved to fend the greateft part of 
his forces, under the fieur de Villiers, to diOodge col. 
Wafhington from his little camp, which, he had 
formed, and which was called fort Neceility. In 
obedience to thefe_ inftruCl:ions, Villiers accordingly 
marched at the head of near 1000 french and 200 

indians againft the englifh. On the 3d of july, he 
came in fight of fort Neceffity. The englifh troops 
not amounting to above 200 men, were a handful 
compared to the number of the enemy; but they 
fought bravely for upwards of three hours, nor did 
they give over before they had flain near 200 of 
the enemy; but col. Wa01ington, obferving their 
great fllperiority, who began to hem him in on all 
quarters, found himfdf under the abfolute neceffity 
of fubmitting to the difagreeable terms that were 
Qffered him. 

In this action we had 30 killed and 50 wounded. 
The french, as I have faid before, were affifted by 2-

confiderable number of indians, who had been long 
in the engIifh alliance. And many of them wen: 
known to be of the fix nations. On the furrender 
of 'our camp, they fell at once to pillaging the bag­
gage and provifions; and fhot feveral of the hades 
and cattle. 

Againft this cOnd(lct col. Wafhington remonftrat­
e.d; but all his arguments made little impreffion upon 

them. 
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them. 'Thus the french remained mafters of the 
field; the indians were rive'fted in their defeetion; 
and the frontiers of the colony expofed, through the 
ill-timed parfimony of the provinces. The enemy on 
the other hand wifely improved the prefent advantage, 
and erected forts to fecure to themfelves the quiet 
poffefiion of that fertile country. To fhew the ne~ 
gligence of the province of Penfilvania, we need only 
take notice, that foon after Wafhington's defeat, a 
thoufand of the back inhabitants prefented a petition 
to the affembly, praying, that they might be furnifhed 
with arms and ammunition for their defence; but the 
petition was rejetted with fcorn. Our indian allies 
have often defired us to build forts, to which their 
wives and children might fly in time of danger; and 
fent down to the governor of Penfilvania, begging 
he would dirett the building a ftockade, or wooden 
fort, in which they offered to defend themfe1ves and 
the engliih from the incurfions of the enemy; but 
the affembly, to be confiftent with themfelves, and 
to ihow that they were religioufiy bent on the ruin of 
their country, refufed to give any money to this pur­
pofe, and gave the indians for anfwer, that if they 
were afraid of the enemy, they might retire further 
down, and come within the fetded parts of the pro­
vince. Thus the nobleft opportunity was loft that 
cou Id have been offered, of keeping our indians fieady, 
and for building a fort at a fmall expence, in a pars 
fo commodioufiy fituated between the mountains, that 
it would have effettually covered and defended two 
of our frontier counties, from the inroads of the 
french and their indians. 

I fhall here take notice of an inftruttion fent from 
his majefiy to the feveral governors of North Ame­
ric",; whereby the earl of Holderneffe fignified his 
majefiy's commands, that in cafe the fubjects of any 
foreign prince fhould prefume to make any encroach;,. 
ments in the limits of his majefty's dominions, or to 
eretl: forts on his majefty's lands, Qr to commit any 

other 
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'other act of hoftility; and ibould upon a requifitiorr 
made to them to defift from [uch proceedings, perfift 
in them, they fhould draw forth the armed force of 
their refpeCtive provinces, apd ufe their beft endea-
vours to repel force by force. -

It was in confequence of this Ineff'age, that the go­
vernor of Penfilvania in particular, urged the aff'em­
bly of that ptovince, to raife the neceff'ary furns for 
their own defence, with fa much warmth, but which, 
as I have before faid, they refufed to do; althoug.h at 
that time the province was in the utmoft danger. 

At the beginning of a war, every tranfacrion and 
affair, which at another time would be reckoned im­
material, is of great importance to be known. It is 
for this reafon that I have, and fhall continue to 
be, very particular' in giving diftinct accounts of 
all our american affairs; as this war, contrary to 
all others, has been more critical and important 
there, than any where elfe. I lhall now mention 
the affairs of Nova Scotia, in which province we 
find the french committed repeated hoitilities ; and 
with their ufual impudence feized all that part of 
Nova Scotia, beyond the bay of Fundi, from the 
river Chignecro, to that of St. John, making the 
firft the limits of that province. Mr. Cornwallis was 
at that time governor of it; and M. de la J onquiere 
commanded in chief in Canada, who openly and rea­
dily avowed the unjuft proceedings of the french. 
But this affair will be much clearer laid open by the 
following memorial, which contains a recapitulation 
of the conduct of France in that province; ftating 
many interefting particulars in a juft and clear light. 
It w~s d.€livered to the marquis de Puyfieulx at Paris, 
by the earl of Albemarle, the 7th of june, 1750. 

" The underwritten ambaffador extraordinary and 
'plenipotentiary, from his majefty, the king of Great­
Britain, has orders from the king his mafter, dated 
Hanover, the 26th of liloft month, to reprefent to the 

court 



( 12 ) 

court of France, how much he is furprized at hear­
ing the violent proceedings of the french in Ame­
rica, under the authority and dire¢l:ion of M. de la 
Jonquiere-, who has readily avowed them. 

M. Cornwallis, governor of Nova Scotia, inform~ 
the duke of Bedford, by a letter dated the firft of 
may this year, that the french have taken poffeffion­
of all that part of Nova Scotia, beyond the bay of 
Fundi, from the river ChigneCto to that of St. John, 
making the firft the limits of that province. 

They have reduced Beaubaffin to ailies, and ~ar~ 
ried to the-other fide of the river the inhabitants with 
their effeCts; compelled them to take up arms, and 
formed them into companies; fo that the fieur La­
corne, a french omcer has at that place under his 
command, a body of 2500 men, made up of regular 
troops, canadians and indians. 

The fieur de Lacorne and father Loutre, a french 
miffionary, have made ufe of repeated and innu­
merable protnifes and menaces, ~n order to per..,. 
fu:;de all the inhabitants of the province to leave the 
country. 

The inhabitants declare openly their abhorrence of 
thefe proceedings; but the fieurs de Lacorne and 
Loutre, threaten them with a general maffacre from 
the indians, if they remain in the province. They 
fupport and proteCt openly the indians, our declared 
enemies; who inlift under the banners of France. 
They detain the king's fubjetts, his officers and fo1-
diers, prifoners. They excite the king's french fub­
jects to a rebellion; and thofe who remain loyal, 
they threaten with deftruction. They fend their in­
dian flaves all over the country, where they a~e guilty 
of all forts of outrages. 

They have fet fire to the towns acknowledged by 
rhemfelves, to appertain to his majefty. 

Governor Cornwallis fent the fieur Lawrence, ma,­
jor of foot, with a detachment to ChigneCto ; where 
he arrived the 20th of Iafr april. They faw the 

french 



( 13 .) 
french ret fire to the town of Chignea:o, french co~ 
lours planted on the ditches; and the fieur de la Corne 
at the head of his detachmf:}1t, braving major Law­
rence . .; and declaring, that he would defend to the laft, 
that ground as belonging.to France. 

The fieur de la Corne having fent to defire a con­
ference with the fieur Lawrence, the latter, accom­
panied by two captains of foot, went to meet him, 
and demanded by whofe orders he had thus come into 
his majefty's territories, and committed fuch acts of 
violence. The fieur de la Corne anfwered ; it was by 
thofe of M. de la Jonquiere, who had aifo com­
manded him to take poffeffion of Chippodi, John~s 
River, Man-rem, Cooke, Pitcordiack, and of all 
that country, as far as the river, which was on the 
the right hand of major St. Lawrence, as belonging 
to his moft chriftian majeUy; or at leaft, that he was 
to k~ep and. defend it as fuch, till fuch time as the 
limits were fetded by commiffaries appointed for that 
purp6fe. 

Though the fieur Lawrence had under his com­
mand a detachment of regular troops, very littl€ in­
ferior to that commanded by the fieur Lacorne, he 
forbore committing any hoftilities, in obedience to the 
king's orders for that purpofe. 

The king cannot perCuade himfelf that thefe acts 
of violence have been committed with the knowledge 
of the court of France, and he is fo fully convinced 
of his moft chriftian majefty's equity, an'd his de fire 
to, maintain a good underftan'ding between the two 
crowns, that he affures himfe1f the moft chriftian 
king will readily fhow his difapprobation of fuch 
condua:. 

Governor Cornwallis has never made, nor defigned 
to make any fettlement? out of the limits of the pen .. 
infula, which the french before cever precenMd to be­
long to them: The king having had no intention, in 
forming a fettlement in his province of Nova Scotia, 
to encroach on the rights of his molt chriftian Ina-

jdty, 
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jefry, or to take forcible poffeffion of a country, of 
which the king had referred the right of propriety to 
the decifion of the commiffaries appointed for that 
purpofe; before i~ was pollible for them to have met 
in order to proceed to the fettling of the limits. 

The under written ambaffador has orders to de­
mand, that the conduct of M. de la Jgnquiere be 
Jifavowed: that pofitive orders be fent him immedi­
ately to withdraw his troops, 'and the indians under 
his authority from the places which belong to Great­
Britain ; that amends be made for the acts of vio­
lence which have been committed, and the damage 
which the king's fubjects have fuffered: and his ma­
jetty is perfuaded that the court of France will make 
no difficulty, to give the underwritten ambaffador 
the duplicate of the orders, which will be fent to 
the governor of Canada, that he may tranfmit them 
to his court. Done at Compeigne the 7th of july, 
1750. Signed, 

ALBEMARLE." 

In anfwer to this memorial, the marquis de Puy­
fieuix wrote the following letter to the earl of Albe­
marle, dated Compeigne, july 23, 1750. 

" SIR, 
In the memorial, which your excellency has 

given me concerning the complaints of M. Corn­
wallis, governor of Arcadia, are contained many 
facts, fo contrary to the equity of his majefty, 
the in(tnictions of M. de la Jonquiere, and that 
jf they are found to be fuch as they are repre­
fented, the king will take care jufrice !hall be done 
to his britannic majefty's fubjects, and will give fuch 
frefh orders, as will prevent the rife of any difpute of 
what, kind foever between the two nations; his ma­
jerry being thoroughly perCuaded his britannic ma­
jefry will glve, on his ~de, orders to the fame 
purpofe. 

Give 
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Give me leave, fir, to tell you I cannot be prevailed 

upon to believe, but that the facts are expofed with 
too much exaggeration, and from my knowledge of 
M. de la J onquiere's prudence, and the infiruClions 
which he has, J am forry M. Cornwallis has not ap- ' 
plied for redrefs, before he had made complaints to 
his court. I fent your memorial, as foon as I received 
it to M. Rouille, and defired he would take the 
proper fieps, to be informed in a fpeedy and precife 
manner, of what has pafTed at Canada, fo as I may 
be enabled to give your excellency a more p'ofitiV'e 
anfwer. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Signed, PUYSJEULX. 
P. S. Might not M. Cornwallis have attempted to 

form fettlements on the places that are in difpute, or 
even on the king's territories ?" 

Soon after the earl of Albemarle received this letter, 
the french minifiry gave him a copy of a letter wrote 
from M. Rouille. to M. de la Jonquiere ; in which 
he was directed to forbear committing hofiilities on 
the fubjects of England. 

But Mr. Cornwallis had not force enough to drive 
them from their encroachments; and it was very 
plain that they would remain in them, in fpite of 
all the remonfirances and memorials, that the englifh 
ambaffador might make at Paris; for we find the 
french made no motions with defign to quit the 
country they had feized; till they were drove out by 
the New England troops in I 755 ; of which more 
hereafter. But before I take my leave of the affairs 
of this province for the prefent, it is neceffary to take 
notice of a memorial delivered at Paris to my lord 
Albemarle, (as a further anfwer to the complaints 
of England) the 15th of feptember this year, in 
which they deny moil: of the facts laid to their charge; 
and fpeaking of the limits of the province in the molt 
eva five and quibbling manner. 

To 
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! To return: I left col. Wafbington, juG: defeated1 
returning home (after having been obliged to fubmit 
to the di[agreeable terms impofed on him) and he ar ... 
rived fafe at Williamfburg, after a moG: tedious and 
hazardous march. 

As yet the affairs of North America had gone on 
,but very badly, and wore a difmal countenance ... 

The french were every where advancing, and al­
ways with fuccefs; our frontiers were all open to the 
enemy, and nothing to defend them; in fuch a cala­
mitous condition, fomething muft be done, but what 
to determine on, "was difficul~ to know: our c.olonies 
were, fingly, fo weak, that a junction was at that 
time abfolutely neceffary, and accordingly refolved 
on. By his majefty's orders, the 14th of june wa.s 
appointed for a grand congrefs of commi£faries from 
the feveral provinces to be held at Albany, as well to 
treat with the indians of the fix nations, as to con­
cert a fcheme for a general union of the britifh colo­
nies. Meifengers had been difpatched to the indian 
chiefs to regueft their attenoance; but they did not 
arrive till the latter end of tbe month; and the Mo· 
hawks, who lived but 40 miles diftant, came in laft. 
This occafioned various fpeculations; fome imputed 
it to fear, leaft the french in their abfence, fhould 
fall upon their countries. But -the mof!: probable 
realon of it -was: that the indians imagined, that by 
exciting our jealoufy of their wavering difpofition, at 
fo critical a jllnCture, the more liberal would be the 
prefen.ts made them by the feveral governments. But 
they arrived at laft, though in fmaller numbers than 
was expecced, or had been ufual on thofe occafions : 
though they had been very well pleafed with the pre­
fents made them, which were much more confider­
able than had been ever known: in their fpeech to 
Mr. de Lancey, the lieutenant governor of New 
York, they fpoke with great vehemence, and very fe­
verely upon our negligent and indolent behaviour; 
extolling the better ccndl1l:t of the french in fortify-

109 
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jng and m'aintainilig their garrifons. And recriminated 
upon us the defertion of Ollr fort at Saraghtoga the 
1aft war; lamented the defencelefs condition, of our 
frontier ci.ty of Albany; and earneftly exhorted us 
for the future to defend ourfelves with more fpirit. 
The indians being difluiffed, the conferences were 
(:ontinued till the I Ith of july: the commifIioners 
being, both for abilities and fortune, fome of the 
moft confiderable men in North America: in the <;on­
clufion of their debates, a plan was concerted for a 
general union of the britifh colonies, and creating a 
common fund to defray all military expences; and a 
reprefentation of their prefent ftate drawn up; which 
wa~ agreed to be laid before the king's minifters. 
But this [cherne was never put in execution. 

During the fitting of the congrefs at Albany, Mr. 
Shirley, governor of Mafi'achufet's Bay; a gentle­
man, of whom I fhall have much to fay in the fe­
quel; propofed to the affembly of that province the 
building a thong fort near the head of the river Ken­
nebeck, in order to proteCt the province from the 
incIJrfions of the french, and the indians; which the 
affembly agreed to ;, and provided pay and fubfiflence 
for 800 men, to be raifed on that account. Ac­
cordingly in the [ummer, Mr. Shirley proceeded to 
the eaitern parts of the province, with the troops 
raifed for that purpofe; and with t~e confent of the 
indians~ built fort We!l:'ern and fort Halifax upon 
the river Kenebeck, the former about 37 miles 
from the mOllth of it; and the other, abo1}.t 54. 
Of this fervice, Mr. Shirley tranfmitted an.account 
to England, and at the fame time reprefel1ted the 
imminent danger, which he apprehended the neigh~ 
bouring province of Nova-Scotia was expofed to from 
the fortifications, and other encroachments of the 
french upon the iftmus, and the peninfula there, and 
St. John'S river in the bay of Fundi; as alfo, from 
the fudden attacks, which might be formed againft it 

,from St. John's Wand, Louiiburg and ~ebec. In 
C . anfwer 
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anfwer to which Mr. Shirley received a letter from 
fir Thomas Robin[on, one of his majefty's principal 
fecretaries of frate, containing his majefty's approba­
tion of the fervice upon the river Kenne,beck, with 
orders to communicate it to the affembly. And f0011 
after Mr. Shirley received his majefry's com!nands, 
to concert meafures, with Mr. Lawrence, lieutenant 
governor, and commander in chief of the province 
of Nova Scotia, for attacking the french forts in that 
province. Accordingly, by his majefty's commands~ 
Mr. Shirley raifed 2000 new england men, and re­
ceived 2000 frands of fmall arms from England; 
with which force he marched, in conjunCtion with Mr. 
Lawrence (with the troops under his command which. 
were in Nova Scotia) attacked, and reduced the french 
forEs at Beaufejour, and at Gafpereau, near Bay Verte, 
making the garrifons pi'ifoners: and in a fhort time 
after, upon two of his majefry's fhips of war appear­
ing before the french fort, fimated on the river of St. 
John's, about three miles above the mouth of it, the 
garrifon there burfr their cannon, demoliIhed theit 
works as much as they could, evacuated the fort, and 
retired up the river, to their other fettlements upon it. 
By reafon of the time that was neceffary to prepare 
for this expedition, the fervice was not executed till 
the 19th of june, 1755. 

The remainder of the year 1754 was fpent prin" 
cipally in repeated reprefentations to the miniftry in 
England, laying before them the bad ftate of the 
colonies; together with feveral fchemes for their 
general union; affuring them, that if fpeedy and 
powerful affiftance was not adminiftered, the colonies 
in America would inevitably fall a prey to the am­
bitious defigns of the court of France. 

In this manner ended the year I 754. As yet both 
courts continued to give the moil: folemn affurances 
of maintaining the peace between the two nations in­
violably; when at the fame time an open and bloody 
war was carrying on between them in America. It 

was 
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,va's very palpable, that the pretended peace (which in 
faa had not a being) would not Iail: long, but that 
the war would foon fpread into Europe. In Ame­
rica there happened no affair of great confequence ; 
but, as in the beginning of a war every thing is of 
forne confequence, becaufe it is at the breaking out 
of one, I have been obliged to purfue the thread of 
affairs in America il:ep by ftep, and to give the moil: 
particular accounts of, even fome matters which at 
firft fight the reader will imagine but of little mo., 
ment, which he will find by the fequel, were of im­
portance enough to have a place in hiftory, as they 
tend very much to the dearer underftanding of what 
follows. This was the firft war, in which Great Bri­
tain may be faid to have engaged purely for the de­
fence of her american colonies; they certainly well 
deferve all the expence, pains, and care that their mo­
ther country can take of them. Since ihe will, in the 
end, be repaid with an hundred fold for whatever ihe 
can expend in their defence. Although Great Bri­
tain finds, that its very being as a nation, depends 
upon her colonies, frill we fee (or at Ie ail: we have 
good reafon to think fo) that the french know the 
value of them much better than us. They make 
(comparatively fpeaking) more of Canada, which is 
a mere barren rock, in comparifon with our colonies, 
than we do of all our noblefetrlements in North Ame­
rica. Nor can we here confider their fituation at the 
clofe of the year 1754, without b~ing afronifhed at 
the negligent remiifnefs of the engliih miniftry, to 
fuffer thefe valuable territories, which make fo con­
fiderable a part of his majefty's dominions, to remain 
in fo open and defencelefs a condition. They may fay 
in Juftification of themfelves, that the colonies have 
ftrength enough to defend themfelves: but then they 
ought to remember, that, it is not in their power to 
make ufe of the ftrength they have, finee everyone 
knows, that while they all continue in fepcrate pro­
vinces, without any connection with one ::ll1other, 

C 2 they 
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they may eafily fall a prey to the combined and mor~ 
formidable ftrength of the french and their indians. 
Is it not furprifing, that, while the french were ad­
vancing on all fides, after they had defeated the' 
troops under Wafhington ; and feized all that valu­
able traer of country; fituated on the Ohio and its 
branches; and were continually receiving reinforce­
ments from old France; after all this, it is not, I fay, 
a mark of the utmoft negligence, treachery or ftupi­
dity in the e-' -h m~ y, never yet to fend any 
troops or forces to America, to defend his majefty's 
rights againft the unjuft ufurpations and invafions of 
the french? 

We find that the french began the new year in 
America, with their ufual diligence and aerivity; 
and having the advantage of great reinforcements 
from old France early in the year"'; bid very fair 

to Extract of a.leHer, dated Philadelphia, jan. z, 1755. 

" SIR, 

for 

Since my I aft, we have five days ago recei'ved certain intelli­
gence, that a body of nigh 6000 men, of the beft troops of France, 
feleCted and fent over upon this particuJar fervice, are juft arrived 
at the lower fort on the Ohio, and are employed, even in this ri­
gorous feafon, in fortifying that country. In feptember laft, the 
french men of war that brought them over, were feen not far from 
the entrance into the river St. Lawrence, into which, we are now 
certain they all went, and landed at ~ebec. After a iliort flay in 
that city, they were feen by our indian traders pailing the lakes 
Of we go and Erie, in a prodigious number of battoes, of which 
the feveral governors received notice, though we did not then can. 
jeCture that it was an armament from old France; till now that we 
are too certain of it. 

Notwithflanding this, our affembly continues as obflinate as ever; 
nor have we as yet any probability of their giving any money for 
our defence, although we hear they are to adjourn in two days. The 
governor has befeeched them to confider the defencelefs flate of the 
province, and eflabli!h a regular militia, but in vain. He alfo ob­
ferves, that the activity of the french at this rigorous feafon can­
not but convince the world, that they have formed fome grand de:.. 
iign with regard to this continent, and that they have made theit 

firft 
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for pufhing our colonies much further, efpecially as 
they had not a fingle regjment from Europe to defend 
them; and their enemies were continually receiving 
fupplies; which together with their advantageous 
fituation for a war, having little or no frontier to 
defend, made them much more than a match for the 
englifh I colonies, who have fuch an immenfe one, 
without any thing to defend it with. Thus we find 
the french advancetl with fuch hafty fhides, that at 
the beginning of this year, their camp and forts upon 
the Ohio, and the parts adjacent, were not more than 
225 miles, horizontal diftance, from the city of Phi­
ladelphia, and only about two days march from fome 
of our back fettlements. 

At laft we find that a general was appointed to 
command in America; his majefty conftituted g~­
neral Braddock generaliffimo of all the troops which 
were in, or fhould be fent to America; and accord­
ingly this general arrived in Virginia in february; 
and as foon, as he poffibly could, fent expreffes 
to the feveral governors to meet him, in order to 
have a confultation on the bufinefs of the approach­
ing campaign. This convention, by appointment of 
the general, was held at Alexandr,ia in Virginia. Af­
ter much debating it was agreed, that for the prefer­
v:ltion of Of we go, and reduction of Niagara, Shir­
Jey's and Pepperel's regiments ihould proceed to lake 
Ontario; on which lake, one or more armed veiI"els 
of about 60 ton each ihould be built, to command 
it. This part of the fervice was committed to Mr. 
Shirley's care; while general Braddock attacked 

firft attack upon Penfilvania, as being in the center, and being not 
only the moll plentiful, bqt the moil: defencele{s and unwieldy of 
all his majefty's colonies. Baving once got footing here, they will 
iifue forth upon the other colonies on either fide; and as they have 
{uch a large body already in the field, we apprehend it is their de­
fign, early in the {pring, to fortify the paifes in the mountains; aI¥l 
if tney accompliih this, and can find provifions, they will be able to 
,(la~<;i againft three times their numbers.': 

. C . 3 fo~t 
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fort du GEefne; and the provincial. troo}1s, com­
manded by general Johnfon, marched to invefr Crow~ 
Point. 

Purfuant to thefe refolutions, general Braddock, a~ 
the head of 2200 men, began his march againft fort 
du QJefne, and arrived at fort Cumberland in his 
way thither, the loth of may; from then-ce to fort 
riu ~efne is not lefs than 140 miles: Mr. Braddock 
began his march from the former on the loth of jun~ ;, 
leaving the garrifon under the command of col. Innes. 
From the time the general marched from fort Cum­
berland, we may begin to date the mifcarriage of the 
expedition, which proceeded from a thoufand diffe­
rent reafons, which it is now my builnefs to ihow. 

Innumerable were the difficulties he had to fur­
mount, in a country rugged, pathlefs, and unknown, 
a-crofs the allegheney mountains, through,unfrequent­
ed woods, and dangerous defiles; but thefe dangers 
were doubly encreafed, by the difappointments which 
the general met with inalmoft every thing he had to 
do with the provinces. We find he complains very 
much of this in his letters to the miniftry in Eng~ 
land, efpecially in one, wherein he particularizes all 
that had been promifed him; amongft which was the 
quarter-mafter-general, who affured him that he might 
depend on 2500 horfes, and 200 waggons from Vir­
ginia and Maryland; of which he only received 20 

waggons and 200 horfes. In like manner did all his 
expeCtations come to little, merely through the difaf. 
feaion and negligence of all the perfons with whom 
he had any dealings. We may conceive the difficul­
ties which Mr. Braddock met with in this terrible 
march, when we confider that he was obliged (to ufe 
his own expreffions) to be continually emp~oyed in 
making a road, as he proceeded with infinite labour 
a-crofs mountains and rocks of an exceffive heigllth, 
vihich are fleep, and divided by torrents and rivers. 

In 
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In fpight of all thefe difficulties, general Braddock 

was obliged to fet forward,. on his march againft fort 
dll ~efne, which he did, as I have faid, on the 10th 
pf june, with his little army in two divifions: at the 
head of the firft, confifting of 1400 men, was the 
general himfelf, with the greateft part of the ammu­
nition and artillery: the fecond, with the provifions, 
fro res , and heavy baggage, was led by col. Dunbar, 
(a man of great prudence and military judgment) 
with about 800 men, with orders to follow the gel1e­
ral as faft .as the fervice would admit. The general 
having by this means leffened his line of march, pro­
ceeded with great expedition, in hopes of being able 
to attack the enemy before they were joined by a de­
tachment of 500 regular troops; infomuch that he left 
the rear near forty miles behind. On the 8th of july 
he encamped within 10 miles of fort dll QEefne ; 
and on the 9th, in his march through the woods to., 
wards that fort, was attacked by a body of french 
and indians; the former in the front, and the latter 
on each fide, in ambufcade, which began with a quick 
and heavy fire upon the vanguard, under lieut. col. 
Gage, from the indians. Immediately the main body, 
in good order and high fpirits, advanced to fuftain 
them. Orders were then given to halt and form into 
battalia. At this juncture, the van falling back upon 
them in great confufion, a general pannic feized the 
whole body of the foldiery, and all attempts to rally 
them proved utterly ineffetl:ual; but being tallied by 
their officers, with much difficulty they gave one fire ~ 
and even after they had fell back on the main body ~ 
they were with unfpeakable difficulty Qnce more ral­
lied hy their officers, and ftood one fire from the ene­
my, but then without returning it) both regiments 
fled with the lltmofr terror and precipitation, deferting 
their officers; all of whom, and the general, exerted 
t~eir utmoft activity, to relieve the troops from their 
univerfal furprife and diforder: but they were egually 
p~~f ~o inqeaties and commands.. Duri~g this fc~ne 
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of confufion, they expended their ammUnition in 
the wildeft, and moft unmeaning fire. Some dif-; 
charging their pieces on aUf parties, who were ad-: 
vanced from the main body for the recovery of the 
cannon. After three hours fpent in this melancholy 
fituation, enduring a terrible Daughter from (it may 
be faid) an invifible foe, orders were given to found 
a retreat, that the men might be brought to cover the 
waggons: thefe they furrounded but a {hort fpace 
of time; for the enemy's fire being a.gain warmly re­
newed from the front and left flank, the w hole army 
took to immediate flight; leav:ing behind them all the. 
artillery, provifions, ammunition, baggage, military 
cheft, together with the general's cabinet, containing 
his infi:rufcions, and other papers of confequence *. 
So great was the confternation of the folcliers, that 
it was impoffible to ftop their career, flying with the, 
utmofr precipitation three miles from the field of ac­
tion; where only one hundred men began to make a 
more orderly retreat. 

What the real ftrength of the enemy was, is to this. 
day uncertain; but it has been very confidently re­
ported, that they had upwards of 2000 regular forces, 
including the canadian militia, .which in that country 
is equal In ufefulnefs to the regular troops from old 
France; befides confiderable numbers of indians, who. 
were planted in ambufcade, and from whom our men 
fuffered by far the moft. On our fide the 10fs was 
very great; but more particularly fa, in the death 'of 
feveral officers of great merit, who facrificed their 
lives for the fervice of their country, with fingular 
and heroic bravery. The general, after having five 
horfes {hot under him, received a wound in his lungs 
through his right arm, of which he died in four days. 
His fecretary, eldefi: fan of major general Shirley, a 

* The french fometime after publilhed a large memorial, con. 
taining the conduct of the britilh miniftry; and as vouchers to the 
faCts advanced in the memorial, they publilhed all the papers 
which they found in Mr. Braddock's cabinet. 

gentleman 
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gentleman of a very good character, was killed on 
the fpot, by a fhot through his head. Sir Peter Hal.,. 
ket, colonel of the 44th regiment, was killed, with 
feveral other officers of diftinction. Mr. Orme, capt. 
Morris, both aid-de-camps, were wounded; as was 
lieut. col. Gage and Burton; befides many other offi­
cers both killed and wounded, who, if it had pleafed 
God to havefpared their lives, would in all probabi­
lity hereafter have been ufeful ornaments to their 
country. 

To what caufes this unhappy defeat is to be afcribed, 
has been matter of much inquiry, and animated ma­
ny debates. Some of the officers charged the defeat 
to the cowardice of the men; but iN a reprefentation 
they made to Mr. Shirley, by order of the crown, they 
in fame meafure apologize for their behaviour; al­
ledging, that they were harraffed by duties unequal to 
their numbers, and difpirited through want of provi­
fions: that time was not allowed them to dre[s their 
food: that their water (the only liquor they had) was 
both [carce and of a bad quality: in fine, that the 
provincials had difheartened them, by repeated fug­
geftions of their fears of a defeat, fhould they be 
attacked by indians; in which cafe the european 
method of fighting would be entirely unavailing. 
Thefe were fome of the many mutual complaints on 
both fides; but there were fome partial and ill-de­
figning perfons, who, contrary to the general know­
ledge and opinion of all that were in the lean: ac­
quainted with the general's conduct; laid the ill fuc­
cefs of the day to his door; but when we come to 
confider well the difficulties he met with, together 
with the pofitivenefs of his orders, it will clearly ap­
pear, that very little of Mr. Braddock's conduCt was 
through his own choice, but aCtual neceffity. Many 
inconfiderate people have attacked the general's mi­
litary capacity, alledging that the lofs of the battle 
was owing to his rafhnefs; but I have been affured 
by feveral creditable gentlemen, who were ere-wit-

neires 
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nents of Mr. Braddock's #lions that day, that he dia 
moil: incomparably well in every order which he gave, 
and in all his management of the march over the 
mountains to the moment he was killed, no man 
co~ld pollibly {hew greater military !kill, or even 
more knowledge of the nature of the ferviCe on which 
he was fent: and as to the clamours that were raifed 
againft him in England, it was no more than would 
always attend a general who commanded in North 
America, that was attended with ill fuccefs, by rea­
fon of the predominancy of theJpirit of party, which 
breathes throughout all the englifh colonies, more, if 
pollible, than in their mother country. 

On the death of this brave though unfortunate ge­
neral, the command of the troops devolved on cot 
Dunbar, who commanded the rear party, feveral 
miles fhort of the place of aCtion. ·When the routed 
troops joined Dunbar's meo, the terror diffufed itfelf 
through the whole army. In this fcene of dreadful 
confllllon, the commander nor any of his officers 
were liftened to or regarded; infomuch, that the men, 
fearful of anunpurflling enemy, had wafted all thei~ 
ammunition, and fo much of their Drovifion, for ac­
celerating their flight, that Mr. Du~bar was obliged 
to fend for 30 horic loads of the latter1 before he 
reached fort Cumberland: where he arrived in a 
few days, with the fhattered remains 0f the engli~ 
troops. 

In this melancholy manner ended fo important aI\ 
expedition. This defeat had the worft confequences 
imaginable; as it gave fo much fpirit and alacrity to 
our enemies afterwards; and went a great way in 
keeping the jndians firm to their new allies: fo on 
the contrary, we fuffered by the battle, as much as 
the enemy gained; from that tim~, the indians in our 
intereft, defpifed us as not able even to proteCt our­
felves, and much lefs them; and that in a country 
where we were fo much more numerous than the 

french. 
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french. But the indians were not the only people ter­
rified by Mr. Braddock's defeat; an univerfal pannie 
feized on all our colonies, out of which they did not 
foon recover, and which confequently muft have been 
of the greateft diifervice to our caufe. Many perfons 
in England have taken great pains to find out by 
whofe ill conduCl: this battle was 10ft. But with a 
very little refleCl:ion it will appear plain, that no fingle 
perf on was the reafon of it; but a chain of a thoufand 
different accidents, and blunders in the minifters who 
planned the expedition, and the difaffeCl:ion of the 
provincials to the fervice. The capital miftake of al1, 
was the landing the troops at firft in Virginia, whereas 
they ought certainly to have been landed in Penfil­
vania; fot Mr. Braddock could get neither provifions 
nor carriages in Virginia, both of which he might 
have had in great plenty in Penfilvania; and what was 
as material, the fhortnefs of the rout to fort..du Quefne, 
by way of Penfilvania, which would have fhortened 
their march at Jeaft fix weeks, and might have been 
performed with half the fatigue and expence of that, 
by way of Virginia. But in every fcheme which was 
planned by the then miniftry in England, we find fo 
much fhort-iightednefs and fuch manifeil: weaknefs, 
that we cannot at all wonder at the ill fuccefs which 
attended their adminiftration. 

Let me alk any impartial perfon, in what manner 
he thinks the affairs of England could be carried 
on, when one minifter had the fupreme direct-ion of the 
cabinet, and when that minifter's only pretenfions for 
the high employments he pofteifed, was a parliamen­
tary intereft; without being acquainted with the trUe 
interefts of the nation he governed, or pofielling abi"". 
lities to promote them. ' 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

Affairs in Europe. Preparations for war. King's me!­
fage to the parliament. AddrcjJes. Commons grant the 
king one million on account. Ki1Jg's fpeech. Parlia.., 
men! prorogued. King goes !f} Hanover. Mirepoix, 
the french ambtlffador, Jets out for Fra.nce. King lands 
in England. Parliament meets. King's jjJCCch. Ad­
dreJ!es. cI'reaties with HeJ!e Calfel and RuJlia. Changes 
in the mil1ijlry. RefeCtions. 

A T the beginning of the year 1754, the ftate of 
affairs in Europe was much different from what 

it was in America; where war in reality was as much 
carried on as ever it was afterwards; but in Europe 
peace was avowed between the two nations; and 
while both kingdoms thought of preparing for that 
war, which moft able men faw was nigh, frill the 
minifters of ,each protefted to each other, that war 
was the furtheft from their thoughts; which affuran­
ces, on the part of England, I believe were extremely 
true; for though the proceedings of the french, even 
at that time, ought to have roufed the britifh mini­
nifl:ry to refent it in the moft enforfive manner; yet 
they knew very well, that to _keep themfelves in the 
power they enjoyed, it was necefiary that the nation 
fhould not be led into a war with France; for then 
(as always was the cafe) the miniftry in England muft 
confequently fall in pieces. 

In purfuance of fuch a plan, we find them prac~ 
tiLing the loweft arts, and putting up with the great­
eft injuries, fooner than refent in a j uft and rigor­
ous manner, the wrongs their country had received. 
The french took notice of this defpicable behaviour~ 
and refolved to turn it to their good: infomuch, that, 
no fooner did they find who they had to deal with, but 
they continued their encroachments in America with. 
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double diligence. At laft, however, thefe peaceabi~ 
minifters were obliged, whether they would or no, to 
fee the preparations that were making in all the ports 
of France, which they could not pollibly do, with­
out being alarmed; they as u[ual, applied to the french 
ambaffador at London; but his anfwers to their ap­
plications being too frivolous and quibbling, to be 
depended upon; they were obliged for fafety fake to 
arm, in their own defence. This meafure, though 
too late, was certainly right, and might have been 
more effeCtual, had it been made ufe of earlier. 
. At this time, the duke de Mirepoix was employ­
ing all his abilities, to prevent the juft refentment of 
Great Britain againft his nation, for the hoftilities 
committed by the french in North America; with the 
moil: religious affurances that his court was fincere­
Iy inclined to adjuil: finally and expeditioufly all 
difputes fubfifting between the two crowns in the new 
world *. 

By fome trifling preparations which they made at 
Calais, Dunkirk, &c. they endeavoured to perfuade 
us, that they intended an inva[lOn of England; but 
I think nothing in the world can be plainer, than 
that the french at that time had as much thoughts of 
of invading the moon, as ever they had of invading 
England. The nation was greatly alarmed; and 
twenty fifhing boats on the co aft with a camp in a 
maritime province of France, we found fufficient to 
affrighten us into an immen[e expence to guard againft 
that danger which never was to come. 

On the 25th of march, his majefty fent a mef­
fage to the houfe of commons, in which he 
obferves, That the prefent fituation of affairs 

* Vide the memorial which the french ambalfador delivered to 
the britifu miniftry, the 5th of january, and the an[wer to it. This 
and many other curious pieces which I have quoted, are to be [een 
in the memorial publi1hed by the court of France, under the title of 
~~ The conduct of the englith minil1rr." 
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Jlaving made it neceifary for him to augment his forceil 
by fea and land; and to take fuch other meafures, a~ 
might beft tend to preferve the general peace of Eu­
rope, and to fecure the juft rights and' poifemons of 
his crown in America; as wen as to repel any at-_ 
tempts whatfoever that may be made to fupport or 
countenance any defigns which may be formed againff 
his majefty and his kingdoms; his majefty did not 
doubt of the concurrence and fupport of that houfe, 
in making fuch augmentations, &c. as the honour of 
his crown, the true intereft of his people, and the 
fecurity of his dominions might require, in the pre­
fent critical conjunCture of affairs. 

In anfwer to this meifage, the lords and commons 
both prefented moft loyal, dutiful and affeCtionate ad­
dreifes to his majefty. 

But what was of more confequence, was the follow­
ing refolution, which paIred the houfe of commons on 
the 26th, in confequence of the above meifage and 
addreIres: " That the fum of one million be granted 
to his majefty upon account, towards augmenting 
the forces by fea and land; and taking fuch meafures 
for the fecurity of his majefty's dominions, as may 
be neceifary in the prefent conjunCture." 

No other material bufmefs was tranfaCted this fef­
fion. On the 25th of april his majefty came to the 
houfe, and having given his confent to fuch bills as 
were ready; he made a gracious fpeech to both houfes; 
after which, the lord chancellor, by his majefty's 
command, prorogued the parliament to the 27th of 
may. 

In this manner ended this femon of parliament; 
in my account of it I have been as brief as pomble ; 
and indeed I fhould have omitted faying any thing 
of it, but I could not with propriety have made fuch 
omiffion, as it had a manifeft connection with the war. 
For the future I defign to give no further account of 
the affairs of the parliament of England, than has 

any 



( S I ) 

any materiai conneCtion with the miiitary part of this 
hiftory. In the feffion, of which I have juft fpoke, 
we find much unanimity and fteadinefs in following 
his majefty's will; and the grant of one million on 
account, fhows that the commons had a very good· 
opinion of his majefty's defigns and meafures (at this 
time) in repelling the encroachments that were mak­
ing in his dominions. It was very remarkable in this 

. feffion, to fee the loyalty and affeCtion of thofe mem­
bers in the haufe, from whom no fuch extraordi­
nary fidelity was expeCted; mon: particularly at this 
time. 

His majefty having formed a defign of vifiting his 
german dominions this year, fet out from St. James's 
on the 28th of april, about five o'clock in the morn­
ing: he went over Weftminfter bridge in a poft chaife, 
through St. George's fields, over London bridge, and 
proceeded for Harwich, where he embarked; and in 
a little .. time landed fafe at Helvoetfluys in Holland; 
in his way to Hanover. Before his majefty's depar­
ture, he appointed feveral noblemen and others lords 
juftices for the adminifhation of the ,government. 
during his majefty's abfence ; at the head of whom 
was his royal highnefs the duke. 

The only aCt of importance they did, was the ar~ 
dering the duke de Mirepoix, the french ambaffador, 
to depart the kingdom in 24 hours: he received thefe 
orders on the 22d of july, and fet out for France on 
the 24th, at four o'clock in the morning, for fear of 
being infulred by the mob. Matters between the two 
nations were come to fllCh a crifis, that it would 
have been a jell: for the ambaffador to have ftayed 
any longer. 

On the 16th of feptemoer his majefty landed at 
Margate from Holland, and the fame day arrived 
fafe at Kenfington; being convoyed in his paffage by 
my lord Anfon, with the following fhips : 

Ships 
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Ships. Guns. Men; 

Windfol' 60 40 0 

Falmouth 50 350 

Romney 44- 280 

GreyhQund 24 160 

Centaur 24- 160 

Wafp 10 70 

Wolf lO 70 

I have before faid that the parliament was pro.; 
rogued to may 27; after feveral adjournments, it met 
the 12th of november. In his majefty's fpeech he 
mentioned two treaties which he had concluded with 
the emprefs of Ruffia and the land grave of Heff~ 
Caffel, which foon after occafioned a warm debate in 
the houfe of lords; for the duke of Marlborough 
frood up and moved for an ado refs of thanks; in 
which motion ~here were feveral expreffions which 
feemed to imply an approbation of thore treaties: 
this was, by feveral, objeCted to; but the motion 
was feconded by the earl of Marchmont: many 
amendments were propofed, and it occafioned a long 
deqate, in which the duke of Marlborough, the 
earl of Marchmont, the duke of Bedford, the duke 
of Newcaftle, the lord chancellor, and the earl 
of Granville, fpoke for the motiol1; and the earl 
Temple, the earl of Pomfret, and the lord Tal .. 
bot againft it: alfo, the earl of Hallifa'x fpoke 
particularly againft the treaties; but upon the que­
flion's being put, the motion was agreed to without 
a divifion. 

In the add refs of the commons were thefe expref. 
fions, " And we think ourfelves bound in jufl:ice and 
gratitude to affift your majefty againft infults and at­
tacks that may be made againft any of your majefty's 
dominions, though not belonging to the crown of 
Great Britain," which occafioned a very long debate; 
but it was agreed to at laft, though not without be­
ing thought by many, a little extraordinary. The 
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aIfurances.of affiftance which were rpacie his majefty; 
the reader will find hereafter were fuHy made good. 

I am now come to give the reader an account of a 
tranfaction which occafioneq much difcourfe; I mean 
the treaties with Hefre Cafrel and Ruffia; a meafure 
as much praifed by fome, as it was condemned by 
others. The following is an extract from that with 
Heffe Cafre], figned at Hanover june 18. 

I. The prince of Heffe engages to hold in readi­
nefs 8000 men, of which 1400 are to be horfe, dur­
ing four years from the figning this treaty, for the 
fervice of his britannic majefty, to march immediate­
ly after being required, if for the defence of the low 
countries; and within two months, if for the defence 
of England or Hanover. To be commanded by 
heman officers, and to fwear fidelity to the king of 
Great Britain, upon their being firft muttered by an 
englifh commiffary. 

II. Each battalion of foot to have two field pieces. 
III. His majefty engages to pay for every trooper 

or dragoon 80 crowns banco, and for every foot 101-
dier 30 crowns banco. 

IV. The king engages to pay, during this treaty, 
an annual fubfidy of 150,000 crowns banco, the 
crovm reckoned at four fnillings and ninepence three 
farthings, englifh money, from the time of figning 
the treaty, till the troops fhall be required to march, 
and 300,000 crowns from their being required to 
march, till they enter into the pay of his majefty ; 
and from their entering into fuch pay, the landgrave 
to enjoy an annual fubfidy of 150,000 crowns. When 
the troops fi1all be again fent back, the fubfidy fhall 
be again raifed to 300,000, which fhall be annually 
paid from, the time of their entering the landarave's 
territories to the expiration of the treaty. . b 

V. If thefe troops are required to ferve in Germany, 
they flull be put on the fame foot with his majefty's 
forces; and if in England or Ireland, on the fame foot 
with his britifh forces. 
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VI. If any of thefe troops fhall be cut off, or the ar­

tillery loft or deftrayed, his majefty fhall defray all 
expenees of recruiting and remounting them, and 
make good the 10fs of the guns. 

VII. The king fhall keep thefe troops in his fervice 
during all the time of the treaty, and employ them 
where he pleafes, provided it be not on board the fleet, 
or beyond the feas. 

VIII. The king !hall fend back thefe troops if the 
landgrave !hould be attacked, paying them a month's 
pay, and furni!hing them with tranfport veffels at 
his o\VI1 expence, affording him the fuceour of fuch 
other troops as' the cafe !hall require, to be conti­
nued till entire fecurity is obtained. The landgrave 
of Heffe alfo ene;agEs, that if his majefty !hall be 
attacked, he will yield him all t~e fuccour in his 
power, and continue it till an advantageous peace !hall 
be concluded. 

IX. To claim the fl1ccours ftipl1lated by this treaty, 
it !hall fuffi.ce, that either of the parties are attacked 
by force of arms, without having ufed open Iorce 
againft him who attacks him. 

X. This body of Sooo fhall be augmented to 
12000, if his majefty !hall require it, on the fame 
conditions; the additional body of 4000 men to be 
ready fix months after demanded, and the fubfidy 
for them to commence from the time of the de­
mand. 

XI. This treaty !hall fubfift for four years. 
XII. The ratifications to be exchanged fix months 

after the fignature. 

Such was the treaty with Heffe Carrel, and, the 
better to make my remarks upon it, I fhall give the 
reader an abftraB: of that with Ruffia, figned at Pe­
tedburgh 30 feptember, N. S. when by comparing 
them together we !hall be the better able to judge of 
the wifdom of the englifh miniftry in concluding thefe 
two treaties. 

Treaty 
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T'reaty with Ruffia. 

. t Recites, that the emprefs has, for the mutual de· 
fence of herfelf and his majefty, at all events marched 
to the frontiers of Livonia, adjoining to Lithuania, 
55000 men, of which 40000 are infantry of her re­
gular troops, and 15000 cavalry; and ftipulates, that 
they fuall continue there as long as the prefent con­
vention fuall fubfift. 

II. The emprefs engages to hold in readinefs on 
the coafts of that province, durir.g the fame time, 40 

or 50 galIies with their crews, in condition to act on 
the firft notice. 

III. Thefe troops and gallies {hall not act, except 
his britannic majeftyor his allies are attacked, and 
then the commanding officer, as foon as he {hall re­
ceive his majefty's requifitions, fuall make a diver­
lion with 30,000 of the infantry, and all the 15,000 

cavalry, and at the fame time {hall embark the other 
10,000 infantry on board the gallies, in order to 
make a defcent, according to the exigency of the 
ca~. . 

I V. If his majefty's german dominions {hall be at­
tacked, the emprefs will regard it as a cafe of the 
alliance of 1742. 

V. His majefty engages to pay 500,0001. fterling 
per annum, in confideration of this fervice, from the 
time the ruffian troopsfhall, in cOhfequence of his 
reqllifition, pafs the frontiers of their country. The 
payment to be always fbur months in advance, the 
firft to be on the day the troops pars the frontiers. 

VI. The emprefs takes upon herfelf the fubfift­
ance and payment of thefe troops both by fea. 
and land. 

VII. The emprefs engages not to recall thefe troops, 
even· thOL1gh fhe herfelf fhould be attacked by any 
other p(}wer; and his majefty promii"es, that in. fuch 
cafe, he will immediately furnifh the fllccourftipulated 
in t.he treaty of I 742. 
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VllI. If, contrary to all expeCtation, a war 1ho.L1Id 

break out,. his majefty 1hall fend into the Baltick a 
fquadron of force fLlitable to the circumftances, to act 
in concert with the ruffian army, as long as they fhaH 
be within reach of each other. 

IX. A briti1h commiffary and admiral 1hall always 
affift in councils of war, with the ruffian commander 
of the auxiliary troops. 

X. The ruffians fitall be entitled to all plunder. 
XI. The king engages to procure a paffage fer 

thefe troops through Poland, if neceffary. 
XII. This convention to fubfift four years. 
XIII. If peace be made, or the objeCt: of the di­

verfion ceafes within four years, the ruffian troops tben 
to return and enjoy the fuccour agreed on three months. 
If no peace, the parties to agree on the prolongation 
of the convention. 

XIV. The convention to be ratified within two 
months. 

A feparate and fecret article. 
His majefty engages to pay 100,000 1. per ann. al­

ways one year in advance, from the ratification of this 
treaty to the- march of the troops beyond the frontier, 
when the payment of 500,0001. per :.nn. is to com­
mence in its fiead. 

Without confide ring the neceffity, if there was any, 6f 
thefe treaties, and the goodnefs of them, we ihould ob­
ferve, that by the fifth article of the treaty with HeDe, 
it is agreed, that every trooper 1hall firfi: be purchafed 
at about 20 I. fterling, and every foot foldier at about 
71. which in all l)1akes about II 2,000 1. levy money; 
befides this, the land grave is to have about 37,0001. 
annually before the troops march; and as foon as they 
march, he is to receive 74,0001. annually, till they enter 
into pay, according to that of Hanover or England; at 
which time the fubfidy returns to about: 37,000 1. an­
nually; which again, when the troops are fent back, 
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is; to return to 74,0001. a year, during the whole du~ 
ration of the treaty. 

By the compact with Ruffia, the empre(s is to affift 
England with 55,000 troops, and to tranfport and 
maintain them for the annual lubfidy of 500,000 I. 
without any further confideration for death of men 
and horfes, or lOIs of military frores, and no return 
of them is to take place during ,the duration of the 
treaty, even though the emprels herfelf fi10uld be at­
tacked. The re<,der need not be told how infinitely 
more advantageous the treaty with Ruffia was, than 
that with Heffe Caifel, for it explains itfelf: who 
would have imagined, that we fuould ever have pre­
ferred the affifrance of 8000 heffians, before a fupply 
of ruffians, when the former was ten times as ex~ 
penfive as the latter; but frill this amazing folly 
(if I may be allowed the expreffion) afterwards ap­
peared in the britifu councils, as we fi1all fee here­
after. 

If we confider the treaty with Rullia, it will appear 
very plain that it was intended againft the king of 
Pruffi<J.; for it is agreed by the fecond article, that 
thefe troops are to be held in readinels on the fron­
tiers of Livonia, and the gallies cruizing on that 
coaO:: and that, on his majefty's requiGtion, the com­
manding officer fual! make a diverfion with 30,000 
infantry, and 15,oOO cavalry, which fpeaks in fo many 
words that they were c;1efigned againft his pruffian ma­
jefty. It feems that the britiih court, was at this 
rime very jeqloqs of that monarch's intentions; they 
were feflrfL)l he intended to attack Hanover, and to 
guard againft this danger (whether or not it was a 
real one, I am not able to fay) they thought it ne­
ceffary to conclude the trea.ty abovementioned with 
Ruffia. Againft what other power could this treaty 
be defigned? It was impoffible that the ruffians were 
to attack France, or defend us againft the french, 
for g;lllies are quite unfit for the ocean; beGdes which, 
the articli! of th~ir making a defcent with 10,000 
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men fufficiently fpeaks that they were intended to 
further the operation of the land army. In !hort, 
from every article of this treaty, it appears to be 
manifeftly intended to defend the eleCtorate of Ha­
nover againft the fuppofed ill intentions of his pru{­
fian majefty. But the . affairs of Europe took fuch ~ 
courfe afterwards, as made this treaty (for that pur­
pofe at leaft) ufetefs. But let the merit of them be 
ever fo much extolled, they will appear to me to be 
but a very fhort- fighted remedy for the mifchief they 
were intended to prevent. And I freely own the ma­
nagement in making them, is to ointricate for me to 
pretend to unravel. 

In the middle of november, there happened feveral 
changes in the miniftry. Sir Thomas Robinfon re­
figned the fcals, and was made keeper of the rolls, 
in the room of lord Barrington, who was made fecre­
tary at war; Mr. Fox being removed from the war 
office and made fecretary of ftate. And foon after 
appeared a new commiilion for'the treafury, confifting 
of the following lords; the duke of Newcaftle, firit 
lord commiilioner, the carl of Darlington, fir George 
Lyttleton, Thomas Hay, and Robert Newgentefql·s. 
at the fame time, fir George Lyttleton was made 
chancellor of the exchequer, in the room of Mr. 
Legge. But this new fet of minifters did not holq 
together long, for we find, that on the 16th of de­
cember, the earl of Darlington, and Mr. Hay, re­
moved from the treafury, and were appointed pay­
mafters general in the room of Mr. Pitt; and earl 
Gower fworn of the privy-council, and keeper of the 
privy ftal; and the duke of Marlborou,uh made ma­
Her general of the ordnance: the fa~e day, lord 
1\nfon, fir 'William Rowley, William Ponfonby, 
Thomas Villiers, Edward Bofcawen, Richard Edge~ 
cum be. efg rs. and lord Bateman were conftituted lords 
of the admiralty. ' 

Such were the men, who were at this time fet at 
the head of atI1irs; but only a few of them were 
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concerned or confulted in theadminiftration of the moft 
material affairs of the fiate. \ 

From the face ollr affairs wore at the beginning 
of this war, we fhall not have great reafon to exult 
in our fuccefs. The reader has [een the begin­
ing of a war between the two nations; and if we 
confider what the french made the aim and end of 
all their proceedings, namely, that traEt of land in 
America, on the river Ohio (of which I haveipoke fo 
particularly in the former chapter) or as the french 
were pleafed to term it, for a " few barren acres," 
we fhall certainly conclude, that they in a manner got 
their defires accompIiihed. Indeed I have i110wn how 
loyal and unanimous the parliament of Great Britain 
was in their refolutions to fupport and defend his ma­
jefty's right to the utmoft; but J believe the reader 
will join with me in being of opinion, that all the 
neceiTary meafures to hinder a rupture with France 
from taking place, were not exerted. Bm this we 
fhall be able to judge of clearly by and by, when we 
come to be further acquainted with the ftate of the 
qlJan;el, when it waS more advanced, from its infancy, 
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C HAP. III. 

Naval affairs in Europe, during the year 1755. Great 
diligence ufed by both nations to equip feveral/quadrons, 
IVlacnamara Jails Jrom Bre.ft ; and Bofcawen from Port[­
n'clfth Alcide and LJ taken. Holbourn Jails from 
Spi,b:ad. Du Gtta} arrives at Cadiz. Hawke fails 
to intercept him. Returns without doing it. Byng 
(ails from Spithecd. Court martial on lord Harry' 
Powlett. Bcfcawm arrives at Spithead. Refletlions. 

T HE naval affairs of the two nations were not neg­
lecred. And indeed the englifh were more for­

ward by [eathan by land, that is naturally their element'; 
and, if that nation would more confine its military views 
by land, and exert them more by rea, they would [oen 
convince their neighbours how impolitic it would be to 
break with them. But we find that both nations at this 
period were extremely diligent in preparing their ma­
ritime forces for any exigency of affairs that might 
happen. So early as january 1754, in England, im­
preis warrants were iffued by the lords of the admi­
ralty; and in two days time upwards of 2000 [earn en 
were taken on the river Thames; to man- (as it was 
then given out) a [quadron for the Eail:-Indies: and 
the pre[s continued with great violence in moil: of 
the ports of England, feveral thoufand able hands 
were picked tlP, and many entered themfelves vo­
luntarilv. 

Neither were the french -indolent; but with their 
u[ual diligence were very vigorous in their naval pre­
parations ; and in the beginning of 1755, laid a ge­
neral embargo on all the ports of France, to man 
with the utmoil: expedition, a fleet which was fitting 
out in Breft; and 10 early as the firil: of january, fir 
Thomas Ro.binfon, one of his majeil:y's principal 
fecretaries of Hate, was informed by de Cofne, the 

fecretary 
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fecretary of the embaffy at Paris, that feventeen men 
of war were ordered to be equipped at Breft:; the ad­
miral's !hip to be of 70 guns, and that the greateft 
part of this fleet was deftined for America. In the 
fequel we !hall find, that de Cofne's advice proved 
true; but he was not the only one that fent this in­
telligence to the miniftry in England, for it wa$ re- , 
peated from many places, particularly from Paris, 
with many additional circumftances. And indeed the 
truth was, that the french exerted at this time all 
their diligence and induftry to forward their prepa­
Tations for getting a ftrong fquadran to fea, which at 
that time was advancing very' faft ,at Erell, where 
they worked night and day to fit the !hips for fea. 
Nor were thefe armaments confined to Breft only, 
Rochfort and Toulon were filled with workmen; 
but matters were not fo forward there as at Breit" 
the fquadron at which port was expeCted to be ready 
to fail by the middle of april; but in this calcula­
tion, the french were miftaken. Many of the !hips 
that were to compofe this [quadron, wer~ to carry no 
more than 20 or 22 guns, as they were defigned 
for the tranfporting a large body of land forces. 
However, although the orders from court were po­
fitive, the wind would not permit this fleet to fail till 
the third of may; at which time it did with fo fair a 
wind, that it was Ollt of fight in a 11lOrt time. This 
grand fleet ~onfifted of 18 fail of the line and 9 fri­
gates, carrying 1532 guns. 
. On the 20th of may Macnamara the admiral, re­
turned to Breft, with nine !hips of the line, having 
convoyed the tranfports beyond the capes; and left 
them to proceed to C<j.nada, according to their inftruc­
tions, with a fair wind. 

N ow we have feen the french fleet to fea, it is ne­
ceffary to return, and take notice of what had been 
doing in England by fea during that time. The mi­
niftry here, were very aCtive in their naval prepara­
~ip!1s, to get the englifh fleet to fe~ as fpon as that of 

. France; 



( 42 ) 
France; and indeed they were before the french 
by a fortnight; for admiral Bofcawen failed from 
Portfmouth the 19th of april, with 13 fail of the 
line, and one frigate, carrying 738 guns, and 5300 
men. 

The reader only need compare the force of thefe 
two fleets together, and he will at firft fight perceive 

,the great overfight in the minifuy's fending fourteen 
{hips to intercept twenty-feven. And yet this egregi­
ous omiffion in britifh politicks, was ftill out-done by 
the remedy which was applied to fupply the former 
defeCt. That of fending fix fhips of the line and one 
frigate, under admiral Holbourn, to follow Mr. Bof­
cawen; who did not fail till the I Ith of may, when 
it was fcarce pollible for him to efcape Macnamara's 
Heet, which had failed but eight days before. And 
yet, this was the only effort made by the britifh 
miniftry for feveral months, to counteraB: the vi­
gorous armaments of the whole naval power of 
France. 

His orders were to join Mr. Bofcawen as foon as 
pollible; but this he was not able to perform, till 
the 21ft of june, when he met with admiral Bofca­
wen's fquadron, formed in a line before the river St. 
Lawrence, cruifing on the banks of Newfoundland ;, 
the fame iliip which brought the news of this junc­
tion, alfo acquainted the miniftry with the capture of 
the Lys and Alcide, two french men of war in de la 
Mathe's fquadron: thefe fhips having parted from 
the reft, fell in with the englifh fquadron, the admi­
ral of which ordered the Dunkirk, Torbay, and 

-Monarque to chace; and the Dunkirk coming up 
Brit with the Akide, hailed the c:1ptain, requiring 
him to put back, and come under the admiral's 
ftern ; the frenchman in reply, afl.;,ed if it was peace 
or war; captain Howe (the commander of the Dun­
kirk) faid he did not know, but repeated his orders; 
the frenchman again afked, if it was peace or war; 
and captain Howe again replied, he knew not, but 

would 
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bave him prepare for the worft, as he every moment 
expeCted a fignal from the admiral to fire upon 
him for not corning to. At the fame time, ob­
ferving fome foldiers, and land officers, with feveral 
ladies, ftanding very thick upon deck, be admo­
niihed them to go down; they foon complied, and 
the frenchman, not waiting for captain Howe's broad­
fide, immediately fired upon him. The other frc:nch 
man of war ftruck to the Torbay and Monarque. 
This is tpe moft probable account we had of this 
aCtion; many people doubted whether there was any 
(:onverfation at all between the tWQ captains; but I 
have been aifured by undoubted authority that there 
was *. \ \ 

In the mean time the french were in fame pain for 
their fquadron in America, left it ihould be nlet with 
and intercepted in its return from thence: to remedy 
which, in the beft manner they were able, they fent 

, the nine ihips with which M. de Macnamara returned 
to Breit, under the command of M. du Guay, a 
french admiral to favour their return, who fet fail 
from Breit on the 4th of june. 

His orders were to cruife on the coaft of Portu­
gal, to favour the return of M. la Mathe and Sal­
vert, in cafe of bad news from America; du Guay 
cruifed in the Atlantic ocean, near the iheights of 
Gibraltar; but not meeting with the other french 
Heet, which did not return till [orne time afterwards, 
put into Cadiz; and during his ftay in that place~ 
the englifh miniftry difpatched fir Edward Hawke on 
the 24th of july, with 21 ihips of the line, and five 

* 'The Dunkirk's guns in this fight were all double-Ihotted every 
round, and being yard-arm and yard-arm, did fuch terrible exe­
~ution, that the officers of the Alcide could not keep the men to 
their quarters, and ran one of them through in order to deter the 
others; but all would not do, the frenchmen not liking fuch 

_ warm work; and M .le commodore himfeIt~ when he was brought 
prifoner on board the DunI~irk, told the brave captain Howe, that 
it was cruel to engage fo v~ry clore. 

frigates 
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frigates to intercept him, in his return to Breft, or 
any other french 1bips that might efcape Mr. Bof. 
cawen. But this meafure was much condemned by 
thofe who were knowing in fea affairs; for, accord. 
ing to the advices which the miniftry received con· 
cerning the naval armaments of the french, it was 
probable, that Hawke might fall in with du Guay's 
[quadron of nine !hips, joined by five lhips fmm 
Rochforr, and ten from Breft, (both which were ready 
to iail from that port;) and ten 1bips in their return 
from America. By which it appears, that Hawke 
with 2 I 1bips might very pollibJy have fell in with 
35 french ones; and I believe the miniftry that 
planned his expedition, had not fo very great an opi­
nion of engli!h courage as to fuppole that Hawke 
would (in cafe of a battle) have come off con­
queror. 

Sir Edward Hawke's orders were to cruife off cape 
Finifterre, till the french 1bips ihould appear, If we 
are to judge of the wifdom of thefe orders by the 
fuccefs they met with, the reader, I believe, will not 
admire the prudence of them; for M. du Gual', as. 
foon as he heard where Hawke was ftationed, and 
"vhat was his bufinefs, failed from Cadiz for Breft ; 
but not in the ufual tract, which he did to avoid the 
engli1b fleet; he fteered directly weft from Spain into 
the Atlantic ocean; when, being at a great diftance 
from the coan:, he changed his courfe, and ftood 
directly for the land's end of England; by this pre­
caution of failing weft to a great diftance, before he 
freered towards the channel, he paiT;:d on the outfide 
of all our fleet, cruifing at cape Finifterre, and arriv­
ing fafe in the channel, fell in behind it with his 
fquadran, and got fafe into the harbour of Breft, 
havjng left Cadiz the beginning of auguft. Sir 
Edward Hawke not having been [uccefsful in the 
(fuife he was fent upon, was called home, where" 

however 
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however he did not arrive till the 29th of fep­
tember *. 

As to admiral Byng's expedition, or rather cruife, 
which he went upon the 14th of october, with ten 
fail of the line, being the weftern fquadran ~ it did 
not afford much fpeculation for hiftory. It is enough 
to fay, that he returned the 22d of november, not 
having done any action of confequence. , 

I fhall here prefent the reader with an affair, that 
reflected no great honour on the perf on chiefly con­
cerned. I mean, the court martial on lord· Harry 
Powlett. It feerns lord Harry commanded his ma­
jefty~s (hip the Barfleur, one of the [quadran with 
which fir Edward Hawke was fent to intercept the 
french admiral, du Guay. The cafe was this; in 
confequence of verbal orders from fir Edward Hawke 
on the the 2 3d of auguft, in the morning, lord Harry 
Powlett in the Barfteur, gave chafe to a fail in the 
fouth eaft, which he purfued all night, and next 
morning was unable to find the fleet; and finding 

. his rudder in a very bad condition, was obliged to 
put into port, without orders. for fo doing from the 
admiral. And for this action capt. Pow lett was tried 
by a court martial, held on board the Prince George 
in Portfmomh harbour, the 20th, 21ft, and 22d of 
october. 

The following' were the members that compofed 
this court, viz. 

H~nry Ofborne, efq. vice-admiral of the red. 
prefident. 

CapL Roger Martin, 
Hon. capt. John Hamilton,. 

'* t lhould here mention a pretty extraordinary inftance of the 
feigned politene[s of out enemies the french; or rather of their 
pretended janice: I mean the capture which M, du Guay's ['lua­
dron made, in its return to Brel1:, of the Blandford man of war of 
20 gllns, having governor Lyttleton on board for Carolina, and 
which was afterwards reaored by order of the french court; I 
leave my readers to reflect on this piece of politenef •. 
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Capt. George Bridges Rodney:!' 
Capt. John Montague, 
Han. capt. George Murray, 
Capt. Thomas Fowke, 
Capt. Richard Tyrrel, 
Capt. William Lloyd, 
Capt. R. Edwards. 

Ihe court having heard the evidence, and alfo 
",·hat the prifoner had to offer, were of opinion, that 
he did not judge and act right in giving chace on 
the 2+th of auguft, to a fail feen in the fauth-weft; 
when three fail were feen in the north-eail, which 
might probably be part of the fleet; but it having 
dearly appeared to them, that his intentions were up­
right towards the fervice, as he had before ufed his 
utmoft endeavours to rejoin the fleet, on the itation 
it was in, when he feparated from it, and did after­
wards ufe the like endeavours to join it on the ren.,. 
dezvous, they do not think (his error deferving of 
punifhment, and do therefore unanimouOy only judge 
it proper to admonifh him, as he is hereby admo­
nifhed to be more cautious in his future conduct. 

As to his returning into port, the court are of opi­
nion, that, confidering the defects of the ihip's rud­
der, his proceeding therein was very juftifiable, and 
therefore they do unanimou!ly acquit him of all blame 
upon that account; and he is hereby acquitted ac­
cordingly *. 

It requires mnch caution to reflect on fuch unlucky 
affairs as thefe. It is impoffible for any perfon to be 
able to fay, whether the court martial on lord Harry 
Powlett acted juftly or not; but a private man is not 
to find fault with the proceedings of a court of juftice : 
thus much I may be allowed to fay, the nation was 
not pleafed with their fentence, with how much rea­
fan, I will not determine; but only obferve, that 
lord Harry Powlett has never been employed finee, 
in any fration of importance. 

Such 
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Such was the determination of this unfortunate af~ 

fair. The nation, in general. at this time, was eager 
to have every military offender feverely punifhed. At 
the eve of 'a war, examples .of a juft feverity are, 
certainly neceifary; but'more partieularly fo, when a 
conilant train of ill fuccefs had baffled all our mili­
tary undertakings. . At the beginning of every 
war, it is neceifary to rOllfe the englifhfrom that fatal 
confufed inacrivity, which fa diilinguifhes their coun­
cils frol1-i thofe of many other nations. But when 
once the fpirit of the people is raifed, it is then that 
englifh courage becomes fuccefsful, to the terror of 
their enemies. 

C HAP. 



C HAP. IV. 

American affairs to the end of the year 1755. The chiiJ 
command in North America falls on major general Shir­
ley. His march to O/wego. Dunbar marches to Phi­
ladelphia. Battle at Lake George. TranJaftions at 
New York. Grand council of war. Plan of opera­
tions for the en/uing year agreed on. Rejleflions on the 
fruitlefs campaign of 1755. 

I Left (at the end of the Brft chap.) general Brad. 
dock utterly defeated by the french, and Dain-; 

on his unfortunate cataftrophe, the command of his 
majefty's forces in North America devolved on major 
general Shirley, who having left New York, arrived 
at Albany in the beginning of july. This city was 
then the grand theatre for all the preparations, for the 
northern expedition againft Crown Point, as well as 
that to the weftward, for the reduCtion of Niagara. 
The general, on his arrival here, did not find the mi­
litary preparations in fuch forwardnefs as he had rea­
fon to expect; in[omuch, that he was obliged to 
wait at Albany on feveral difagreeable accounts; but 
his own troops were, in the mean time filing off, 
in different divifions ftom Schenactady, towards Of­
wego. 

Of we go has long been the accuftomed route, it is 
computed to be about 300 miles weft from Albany, 
was formerly garrifoned by twenty-five men; but on 
the commencement of the late difputes the number 
was augmented to fifty; and early this [pring fifty 
more were ordered up: and at the latter end of may 
capt. Bradftreet arrived there with two hundred, be­
fides workmen to be employed in the naval prepara­
tions, purfuant to the [cherne concerted in the con­
grefs of commiffioners at Albany the lail: fummer .. 
On the 24th of july, general Shirley arrived at Sche-

nactady, 
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neCtada, where he found lieut. cof EIlilon had em~ 
barked the day before, with the 5th divifion of the 
50th regiment, for Of we go ; and that lieut. coJ. Mer­
cer with five companies of the 5 I ft, and one of the 
50th, were ftiH remaining for want of battoe-men. 
On the 29th, the general embarked with 97 battoes, 
loaded with military ftores; provifions and other ne­
ceffaries for the expedition; together with about 200 
regular troops, J 50 battoe men, and 40 indians, for 
Of we go, leaving orders for lieut. col. Mercer to fol­
low him as foon as.poffible. 

At laft, on the 18th of auguft, Mr. Shirley arrived 
at Of we go. He found the works there in a very bad 
condition; the chief ftrength of the fort, was its 
being mounted with five fmall cannon, three or four 
pounders; it confifted of a ftone wall, and was fitu­
ated on the fourh edge of lake Ontario. 

As foon as he arrived there, he took a [ur .• 
vey of the fortifications, and the adjacent coun­
try; and gave orders for ereCting on the point, a 
fhong log pallifaded fort; capable of mounting large 
cannon, and containing barracks for 300 men, which, 
from the dimenfions of its logs, might be defenfible 
againft three or four pounders; and, if it ihould be 
thought requifite to have a ftrong, regular fortifi­
cation built round it another year, it would be of fer­
vice whilft the new works were ereCting; and for fe­
curing the place to the fouthward of the old fort, 
he determined, as foon as hands and time could be 
fpared for it, to have a fmall fquare fort of earth 
and mafonry, with four baftions, a rampart, parapet 
and ditch, containing barracks for 200 men, built 
on the other eminence. 

C~neral Shirley, during his fray, received feve­
ral accounts of the ftrength and defigns of the 
french at Niagara, which made him reCalve upon an 
expedition thither; and the works of the new fort 
which he was building at Of we go, were fo far ad­
vanced,. that. he hoped it might be ready in a few 
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days to receive its artillery, he propored'to proceed 
to Niagara, with 600 regulars, befides the albany' 
men and indians, and a fmall train of artillery; and 
having ordered the preparations to be forthwith made 
for the intended attempt; the 600 troops were drafted, 
and held themfelves in readinefs to embark. One 
great inducement for Mr. Shirley to perfift in the re­
folution he had taken to attack. Niagara, was the ar­
rival of eight battoes at Of we go, on the 27th of 
feptember, containing forty barrels of flower, and 
thirteen of bread, which were the fpecies of provifions' 
wanted. 

The reader will no doubted be furprifed when he 
hears, that for all the advantages attending the Nia­
gara expedition, yet it was laid afide by the general· 
till the next year. The confiderations which had the 
greateft weight with him, to induce him to take this 
l'efolution, were thefe: that nothing more could have 
been dOHe that year (fuppofing he had got the troops' 
and artillery fafe before it) than to difiodge the french" 
and demolilh the works, as the ftate of his provi­
fions would nO{ admit of his leaving a garrifon there~ 
during the win~er, for its defence; fa that an effectual 
poffeffion of that pafs could not have been taken that 
year; whereas, in the mean time, during the abfence' 
of the veifels from Of we go (all of which, it was ne­
ceifary fer Mr. Shirley to have taken with him upon 
his attempt againft Niagara) it would have been in' 
the power of the french to have tranfported a train' 
of artillery without oppofition, a-crofs the lake to' 
fort Frontenac, and have landed them near the emi­
nence, behind the old fort of Of we go, where the. in­
tended new fort was not begun to be built; in whieh­
cafe, they might not only have made themfelves rna­
frers of Of we go, but muft have cut off Mr., Sliidey's' 
return from Niagara; which would have been fatal! 
likewife to the troops. 

, Such were the reafons given by Mr. Shirley and his· 
fnends, for not proceeding trgatnfr Niagara; certainly 

the 
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the argument nred to per[uade us, that the [cherne 
was really impoffible to be executed [uccefsfully, is 
entirely fallacious, and its very foundation is fapped, 
when we tome to enquire, why the works which Mr. 
Shirley ereCted at O[wego were not finiilied, or at 
leaft fo far in fowardne[s, as to permit him to at­
t.empt the expedition: nor can I conceive, that it was 
[0 utterly impoffible to leave a garrifon in Niagara 
during the winter,_fince by the fituation of that fort 
the french would not have been able to make them­
{elves mafters of it in that feafon, with the force 
which it was in their power to ufe againft it. But 
one of the greateft objeCtions to this change in the 
general's opinion is, his pretending that he could not 
leave the garrifon in Niagara, by reafon· of the 
fcarcity of provifions; for it will be very palpable to 
the reader that the general did not ufe his urmoft care 
in that article of providing provifions, at leaft in fo 
great a degree as is pretended by his friends: it 
is very plain by the other parts of his conduCt in 
this expedition, that he was well provided with every 
thing but plOvifion; and that he was not fo very 
badly off in that regard as is pretended. 

The difficulty which the general met with in for­
warding the two forts, he was building, was certainly 
great; but not in fo great a degree as has been thought: 
It ihould be confidered, that they were ereCted without 
any regular engineer, (an officer though, I ihould 
fuppofe Mr. Shirley might have procured) at the di. 
fiance of 300 miles from any engliili fettlement, 
where a larger fupply of proper workmen and ma­
terials for fhong fortifications could not be had; and 
the bad weather retarded his expedition confiderably ; 
befides which, part of their time was taken up in 
finiihing a veffel then building for his majefty's fer­
vice, in order to pre[erve the command of lake 00-
tario.§ together with a large hofpital and barracks for 
winter quarters, to "contain upwards of 900 men; 
the timber for all which, was to be cut from thCi: 
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fiem, and the ground 6n which the forts were build­
ing, to be cleared of the trees and underwood, with 
which it was covered. 

The general having fettled thefe matters at O[wego, 
and finding a great acceffion of bufinefs advance, 
upon the death of general Braddock, began to think 
of leaving Of we go, and pro,ceeding to the colony of 
MafTachufet's bay, of which he was governor. 

Upon his departure, he left orders with the 
commanding officer of the garri[on to finifh the 
two forts in his abfence; for although Mr. Shirley 
had fpent fa much time at Of we go, yet thefe forts 
were not near complete; but to affifi: the command­
ing officer in furnifhing and ftrengthening them, and 
the other works, he fent two engir eers as early in the 
[pring as he could. 

I remarked before, that Mr. Shirley calculated thefe 
forts more for defence againft mulketry and fman 
cannon of two or three pound ball, than large bat­
tering ones: for fecuring the forts againfi: fueh as 
might be conveyed by the french on the lake, he de­
pended upon having a fuperior naval force on the 
lake Ontario; on fuppofition that, if his majefty's 
veffels kept the command of the lake, it would be 
impracticable for the french to attack Of we go. Hav­
ing fertled thefe matters, the general fet out on the 
24th of OCtober, in a whale boar, attended by 
fome battoes; and arrived at Albany the 4th of 
november. 

Such was the end of the O[wego expedition: thil! 
fervice which the general did there, had its ufes; but 
he completed nothing; more might have been ex. 
peCted, confidering the time he fpent there; he cer­
tainly might (from the feveral accounts which we 
have of this tranfaCl:ion) have left Of we go in fuch a 
condition, as to have had nothing. to fear from a 
french invauon; the great difficulty of rranfporting 
cannon in that wi.ld country, did indeed, in fom~ 
meJli.lre, infure) the [aflY of the forr j but then we 

find 
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£nd that the general was ftrangeJy out, in his imagin­
ing, that he rendered the lake fecure by his naval 
force; he ought certainly to have left Of we go in fuch 
a condition, as to have been able to relift any force 
that the french could bring againft it, by any road 
whatever, whether by land or the lake; and this furely 
the general might have done, in the titTle he fpent 
there. 

I !hall now purfue the account I gave of the mi­
litary tranfactions under colonel Dunbar, in the 
fouthern colonies. Having reached fort Cumberland, 
he d:fpatched an indian exprefs to general Shirley, 
with an account of the defeat, and the neceifary re­
turns refpecting the troops under his command; ac­
quainting him, moreover, with his intention of march­
ing to Philadelphia, and his hopes of meeting his orders 
at Shippenfuurg. About the fame time Mr. Din­
"'viddie wrote to Dunbar, propoling a fecond attempt 
on fort du Quefne; but a council being thereupon 
held, the members of which .were co!. Dunbar, lieut. 
col. Gage, governor Sharpe, major Chapman, major 
Spar/.;:e, and fir John St. Clair, it was unanimouf1y 
conceived. that Mr. Dinwiddie's fcheme was imprac­
ticable. The very next day, being the 2d of auguft, 
Dunbar began his march towards Philadelphia, with 
1600 men, four fix pounders, and as many cohorns ; 
leaving behind him the Virginia and Maryland com­
panies, and about 400 wounded. At this fudden 
departure of the forces, the Virginians were extreme­
ly difobliged, as not only expofing their frontiers and 
occafioning the daily defertion of their provincials; 
but becaufe the enemy in flying parties, penetrated 
into the province, and on many of the inhabitants 
committed robberies and murder. Dunbar certainly 
acted right in retreating to Philadelphia; for this rea­
fon, becaufe in that province was feated one of the 
mort confiderable cities in all our plantations, which 
would have been of greater confequence to the french 
~o conquer, than ten tim~s the numbet of fcattered 
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fettlements in Virginia, of which that whole province 
confifrs. 

Upon the advices receiv.ed from Dunbar~ Mr. Shir­
ley gave orders, for renewing the attempt; if the 
fouthern colonies would readily afford him a compe­
tent reinforcement: governor Morris having convened, 
the Penlilvania affembly, he informed them of the 
retreat of the englifh army, and in a well drawn pa­
thetic fpeech, preffed them to vigorous meafures for 
the defence of their borders. They proceeded fo far, 
as to vote the railing 50,000 1. but offering a bill for 
taxing the proprietary eftate, an immediate rupture 
enfued; and in this manner broke up an affembly of 
as obftinate v------s, as any fellons that ever were fen~ 
over from Great Britain thither for naves. Virginia 
being almoft equally open to the irruptions of the 
enemy, four companies of rangers were ordered out, 
and the affembly voted 40,0001. for furnifhing looq 
men for the defence of their frontier. About the 
fame time the council and aiE:mbly of New Jerfey 
met, and the latter voted 30,0001. for the public 
fervice; but as the houfe propofed to prolong the 
currency of the bills for nine years, to which Mr. 
Belcher (the governor) not being able to affent, 15,0001. 
only, was raifed, and its ufe reftriCted to keeping 
on foot her regiment at Of we go, commanded by col. 
Schuyler. At New York, the houfe of reprefenta-:­
tives affembled on the 5th of auguft, and fet out with 
a generous fpirit. They refolved to reinforce the 
provincial army deftined for Crown Point with 400, 
'the bill was actually paffed the houfe for that purpofe ; 
but it afterwards dropped. 
~bout a month before _the departure of general 

Shu-ley from Of we go, major general Lyman being 
advanced with the troops to the carrying place, about 
60 miles from Albany, was waiting the arrival of ge­
neral Johnfon, who fet out from thence the 8th of 
augufl:, with the train of artillery, Lyman had be­
gun a fort at the landing, on the eaft fide of Hud-

[on's 
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fun~s river, now called fort Edward. About the latter 
end of the month, general Johnfon, with the main 
body, moved forward, 14 miles more northerly, and 
pitched his camp at the [outh end of lake George, 
before called lake Sacrament. By fome indians, who 
had been fent as fcouts, he received the following 
advices : that they had difcovered a party of french and 
indians at Ticondqoga, fituated on the ifthmus be­
tween the north end of lake George and the fouthern 
part of the lake Champlain, 15 miles on this fide 
Crown Point; but no works were then thrown up. 
To have fecmed this pafs, which commanded the 
route to Crown Point, through the lake, had been a 
meafure extremely advifeable. Mr. Johnfon, informed 
of its importance, on the 1ft of feptember, wrote to 
general Shirley, that he was impatient to get up his 
battoes ; propofing then to proceed with part of the 
troops, and feize upon that pafs; the french however 
took advantage of this delay of general Shirley's, and 
cut out work. enough for him at his own camp. 

The french Heet, which admiral Bofcawen failed 
in the [pring to intercept, carried over, as I have elfe­
where mentioned, the troops deftined for the defence 
of Canada, with MonC de Vaudreuil, governor ge­
neral, and the baron de Diefkau t commander of the 
forces. The french court well apprifed of the fingu­
lar confequence of Of we go, had determined to re­
duce it. Such being the baron's infrruCtions, he im­
mediately proceeded to Montreal, from whence he 
detached 70Q of his troops up the river, intending 
himfelf fpeedily to join them with the remainder. 
J uft before he had made the neceifary preparations, 
Montreal was alarmed with the news of our form­
ing a numerous :;lrmy near lake St. Sacrament, for 
the reduction of fort Frederick, and perhaps to pe.,. 
netrace into the heart of Canada. \Vhereupon,:t 
grand council being held, the baron was importuned 
~o proceed through lake Champlain, for the defence 
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of that f-ortrefs: nor was he without great difficulty, 
prevailed upon to alter his intended route. 

lt feems that the baron de Diefkau, waited in e,,~ 
petration of our army coming up to give him battle; 
but being difappoinied therein, he refolved to advance 
againft J ohnfon; defigning, if he proved viCtorious, 
to lay waite all our northern colonies, lay the towns 
of Albany and ScheneCtady in a~es, and cut off all 
communication with Of we go. For the execution of 
which deGgn, he embarked at fort' St. Frederick, with 
2000 men'in battoes; and landed at the (outh bay, 
aoout 16 miles from the englifh encampment; his de7 
fign was, Brft to attack and make himfelf mafter of 
fort Edward, and then attack Mr. Johnfon in his 
camp; this he propafed to his troops, and was heard 
with pleafure by the regulars of his army; but the 
canadians and the militia were very much averfe to 
that plan, they agreed to the attack of the general 
in his camp, as they expeCted to meet with no can": 
non to oppofe them; in this however they were mi­
Haken, for the englifh artillery was got up to the 
camp from fort Edward a day or two before the 
action, and of which the french had no intelligence: 
Diefkau, thus difappointed in his principal defign, 
changed his route, and began to move againft the 
main body at the lake. General Johnfon had re­
c<:~ived advice by his indian fcouts, that the enemy 
was marching towards fort Edward, where 250 of 
the New Harnpfhire regiment, and five companies of 
the New York regiment were pofted, under the com­
mand of col. Blanchard; this 'was on the 7th of fep­
tember, and the next morning a council of war wa$ 
held, in which it was agreed to detach 1000 men, 
in order, either to fuccollr fort Edward, or meet the 
french general in his return from that poft, whether 
he was vitl:orious or not. Accordingly this body of 
men marched about nine o'clock, under the command 
of col. Williams, an officer much efreemed for his 
perfona] bravery and good conduCt. . 

The 
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The fituation of the engliih was this: they were 

~ncamped on the banks of lake George, being co­
vered on either fide by a thick wooded fwamp; in. 
the front, the general had thrown up a breaft work 
of trees felled, to which he drew up his cannon, that 
were afterwards of great fervice to him. The de­
tachment under col. Williams was beat back by the 
french, about an hour and half after tneir departure; 
being much inferior to the enemy. 

About eleven, the enemy appeared in fight; they 
marched in a very regular order towards the center 
.of the englilh army, till they were within I SO yards 
,Of the breaft work; when, to the utter aftoniih­
ment of the englilh general, Didkau made a halt for 
[orne time, which proved his ruin; the engliih army 
)Vas in [orne confternation, and had the frenchman 
then began the attack, the fortu ne of the day might 
probably have been otherwife ; but when they found 
the french army made this ill-timed halt, their fpi­
fics recover~d, and they prepared to refift the enemy 
with an alacrity, which forboqed the approaching 
victory. Howeyer, pieikau began the attack, at the 
center of the engliih army, in good order, with his 
regulars: the canadians and indians were concealed 
among the fwamps, on the flanks of the engliih army. 
and maintained an irregular and fcattered fire. The 
firft regular fire from the french were their regular's 
platoons, but did no great execution, being at too 
great a diftance; on which the englilh artillery, com­
manded by capt. Eyre, began to play, when the en­
gagement became geperal on both fides; the french 
regulars behaved well, and kept their ground and or­
der for fome time, with great refolution and good 
conduCt; but the conftane fire from the englifh ar­
tillery, difordered them, when their fire became very 
faint: they then moved to the right, and at~acked 
col. Williams, col. Ruggles, and col. Titcomb's re­
giments, where they maintained a very warm fire for 
near an hour, frill ~eeping up their fire in the other 
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parts of the line, but not very f!:rong; the three re! 
giments on the right, fupported the attack fa bravely, 
that the enemy was repulfed with confiderable lofs» 
at which time the englifh troops and indians leapeq 
the breaftwork purfued the enemy, fiaughtered num· 
bers, and took feveral prifoners; among whom, was 
the baron Die1kau, the french commander in chief, 
which made the victory on the fide of the engliih 
complete; the purfuit of the enemy ended about feven 
o'clock. The lofs of the french was upwards of 1000 

men; that of the conquerors did not exceed 130 kill­
ed and 60 wounded; coL Titcomb was killed, major 
Johnfon and major Nichols were wounded. Our 
greateft 10fs was in the detal:'hment un(:1er col. Wil· 
Iiams, who was killed, together with major Afhley, 
captains Ingerfal, Purer, Ferral, Stoddert, M'Gimes 
and Steevens, all indian officers, with 40 indians anq 
old Hendrik, the famous indian fachem. 

It is to be remarked, that in this engagement, th~ 
indians (fome of the Mohawks excepted) retired from 
the camp, and did not join the army till after the 
battle; this ihows us very plain, that our good friend!; 
the indians were ready to join the conqueror, whether 
french or engliih; which I wonder at the more, a& 
Mr.Johnfon was allowed to have an univerfal influence 
over thofe with him in this expedition. But the 
general's conduct was impeached of a much greater 
miftake than that he was guilty of, in putting too 
much confidence in his indians, his not following the 
blow he had gained; it was objected againft him, 
that had he purfued the enemy clofe, with fpirit, he 
might with little difficulty have made himfelf mafter 
of Crown point, the chief object of the expedition. 
It muft be allowed that if we confider feveral expref.., 
fions in the general's letter to the goverpors of the 
colonies, we ihall find reafon to believe, that he di4 
not make the moft of his advantage; and his feeming 
to be fo much afraid of a " more formidable attack," 
makes us think that he had conceived much too great 
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potions of the enemy he had conquered: as to' hi$ 
.own perfonal bravery, I never heard the leaft flur 
~hrown upon that. 

Governor Shirl~y, as I mentioned before, arrived at 
New York, from Of we go, the 2d of december; 
~aving, before he left Albany, wrote circular letters to 
the feveral governors upon the continent, as far weft­
ward as Virginia, fummoning them to meet him 
there, in order to form a council of war, confifting 
(purfuant to one of his majefty's inftruCtions to him) 
.of fuch of the governors upon the continent, and 
field officers of his majefty's troops, as could attend 
it. The council met the 12th, and although the 
invitation was general, it confifted but of few mem­
bers. 
, Mr. Shirley opened the conference, by laying be­
fore them, his majefty's inftruCtions to general Brad­
<lock; and then delivered his own fentiments to the 
board; who declared their opinion in favour of Mr. 
Shirley's fchemes; and, in particular, that it was 
moft effentially neceffary, at all events, to fecure the 
pavigatiop of the lake Ontario; but they were of 
opinion, that 6000 troops !bould be employed in the 
expedition againft the french forts upon that lake, 
~nd 10,000 in that againft Crown Point; and as to 
the propofed attempt againft fort du QEefne, and ope­
rations upon the river Chaudiere, they were of opinion, 
they !bould be carried into execution, provided it could 
be done without interfering with the two principal ex­
peditions: and after confidering the points propofed to 
them by Mr. Shirley, they declared it to be their una­
nimolls opinion that, an additional number of regu-
1ar troops to thofe his majefty then had upon the 
~ontinent, would beneceffary for effectually recover­
ing and fecuring his juft rights there. The refult of 
the council was, that Mr. Shirley, as he had received 
~ntelligence, that the french were building veffels of 
force at Frontenac, ordered a fnow, a brigantine, and 
a floop to be built, as foon as pollible at Of we go ; 

and 
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and determined to make preparations for carrying 
jnta execution the before-mentioned plan of opera~ 
tions in the enfuing year, as far as the forces he then 
ihould have, would permit him. 

Such were the refolutlons taken in this council of 
war; who adopted Mr. Shirley's opinion in every 
thing, and indeed with great reaion; for certainly 
the plan of operations which he framed and laid be­
fore them, was drawn up in a mafterly manner, and 
ihowed that the author of it was perfectly well ac· 
quainted with his bufinefs, in the theory at leait ; 
what he was in the praCtice of it, I fhall have fur­
ther occauon to meption hereafter. 

Bllt although the deb;ates and refolutions in the 
cabinet were guided by wifdom, prudence, and 
forefight; the operations in the field, afforded but a 
melancholy profpeCl:. How fruitlefs was the cam~ 
paign of 1755! It was the misfortune of the en gliih 
colonies to defpife their enemy: they knew their own 
~ountry was populous, fertile, and great part of it 
well cultivated; on the contrary, Canada was barren, 
and uncultivated, and had not a fiftieth part of the 
inhabitants, which were in their own; the parallel fo 
advantageo.us to the engliU1, proved almoft their 
ruin; exalted with thefe notions of their fuperiority, 
they did not confider, that the french knowing their· 
own inferiority, were refolved to make up, by the 
mof!: unremitting diligence, what they wanted in 
point of numbers; for fame time the event anfwered 
their expeCtations; for fUfely no country was ever in 
a more pitiful condition, than the engliih colonies 
were reduced to, by means of the innlruons of the 
french and th~ir indians; the defencelefs country was 
one continued fcene of all the horrors of war, ren., 
dered more terrible by the barbarous manner with 
which the indians make it. General Braddock, in 
whom their greateft hopes were centered, was de.,. 
fcated, and their enemies pouring in upon them, like 
an irrefiftible torrent, without any thing to oppore. 
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them: and in full poffeffion of all their formidable 
encroachments: all the engli!h could boaft of having 
done (to the fouth of Nova Scotia) was the building 
two paltry forts at Of we go, and they not co~eplete ; 
and the fine fpeeches made in the council of war by 
the commander in chief: I am fpeaking of what con­
<:erned general Shirley; Mr. J ohnfon indeed, gained 
a viCtory over the enemy, which had very great con­
fequences; but as to Mr. Shirley's expedition to Of­
wego, in which he fpent fo much time and money; 
I cannot refleCt on it without regret. The manner 
in which the year 1755 ended, will be remembered 
in the annals of America, with forrow. The weak 
efforts made by the engli!h nation to recover its juit 
rights, which were fo fcandaloufly trampled upon by 
the french; will be a laiting dilgrace to the politics 
of a people who make fo confiderable a figure in Eu­
rope, and. who were fo able to proteCt their fellow 
fi.l~ieCts in America. Indeed, with the bleffing of 
God, they have fince had better fucceis in fo juft a 
caufe ; and have exulted, with reafon, in their turn ; 
but under different generals, directed by very dif­
ferent councils. It will be my bufineis to .fhew this 
hereafter; in the mean time, it is neceffary to take 
a view of the tranfaetions in Europe; which iball be 
the ii.lbjeCt of the next chapter. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

'i'ranJaflions in England in the beginning oj ihe year~' 
Rouilli's letter to Fox, and his anfwer. 'Treaty witli 
PruJlia. Col. York, at the Hague, demands the 6000 

troops. Parliament meets. King's me.fJage. AddrejJes, 
and king's anfwers. Parliament addrefs the king to 
bring over the Hanovefiaits. King's mejJage and Jpeech. 
Parliament prorogued. Hanoverians mtd Heffians ar­
tive. Declarations of war. Affairs in the Eajt-In.:. 
dies. Fort Geriah taken. Reflections. 

FEW years ever opened the dawn of their can':' 
tents, at a more critical time than the year 1756. 

The difputes between the kingdoms of England and 
France, was come to fuch a height, that a war wa~ 
inevitable: although neither party chofe yet to de~ 
dare themfelves openly, frill it was very plain from 
the general circumfrances of the two nations, that 
matters were come to fuch a crifis, as to be impof.· 
fible to be healed. In America the war was become 
open and avowed, and it was expected to be the 
fame in Europe every day; for all intercourfe was cut 
off. Many difcerning people were mifraken in their 
conjectures, when they thought they perceived a 
reconciliation between the two nations, near at hand, 
fo far from it, that it was never further off. The mini· 
ihy, who at this time prefided in the conncils of 
England, would have been glad to have procured a 
lafting peace between the french and englifh, could 
they have been able to do it without forfeiting their 
own honour, or what perhaps they efreemed a areater 
lofs, their places. Thefe gentlemen forefa:' very 
plain, that as foon as an irruption took place be­
tween the two courts, their power would fall to 
pieces, by reafon of the multitude of factions 
and parties, which always [pring up in the englifh 
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court at the beginning of a war: urged by t1~efe' 
reafons, they would have patched up matters with 
the french court, more fpeedily than the intereft of 
their country required; if the nation had not had a 
truer [enfe of the inj uries received from the french. 
In this ticklifh fituation, was the court Of England, 
at the beginning of the year 1756. 

This year, fo remarkable' in the annals of Britain, 
was uihered in: by the ftrange letter *, wrote by MonC 
RouiUe, minifter and fecretary of ftate to the king 
Of France, to Mr. Fox, fecretary of ftate to the king 
of England; it contained a pompous juftification of 
the french kihg's conduct, and complaining of the 
hoftilities committed by the englifh ; turning the 
whole blame of the war on the king of England. 
Mr. Fox's anfwer was wrote with the fame deugo, 
,comphining of the cpnducr of the french court., 

Before I make any obfetvations on the french me­
morial, I fhalljuft add a remark on Mr. F-'s ma­
magement of this affair, fo far as it concerned his 
anfwer; and that is, the fcandalous manner in which 
the nation was difgraced by the beggarly french, in 
which Mr. F -,,-'s letter was compofed, and as fuch was 
printed in the Paris gazette. I leave the reader to' 
judge, whether it is becoming the honour of the eng­
lifh nation, for its firft minifter to talk to a foreign.: 
court in any other language but that of his own nation. 

Never did the chicanary of the court of France 
appear more glaringly, than in the above memorial;· 
nothing is more iLlfceptable of the moft mathemati­
cal demoftration, than that Britain was, in her own 
moft juft defence, forced into this war with France: 
ftabbed at her vitals in America, fhe was either 
obliged to acquieJi;:e fupinely in the french manifold 
invafions there; or to put a ftop to them by repelling 
the aggrefiion with a commencement of hoitilities. 
An immediate declaration of war would, perhaps, 
have been more confonant to the eftablifhed forms; 
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of praCtice; hut !inee the french themfelves had noe 
paid any regard to them, in their own procedure; 
they could, at leaf!:, with the worfe grace complain of 
our having followed the bad example they had fet us ; 
which was not the Ids real, for its being the lefs ma­
nifeft to the ref!: of Europe. 

But to clear up beyond doubt the faUlty of the 
allegations contained in this memorial, vie need but 
confider the following matters of faCt, rehfting tO'it. 
It fhould be remembered, that in' january 1755, the 
french ambaffador returned to London, and made 
great proteftations of his court's fineere defrre, fin'ally 
and fpeedily to adjuf!: all difputes between the fwo 
crowns concerning America: and notwithf!:anding 
the extraordinary preparations which were at that 
time making in the ports of France, her ambaffador 
propofed, " That before the ground and circum­
" frances of the quarrel !bould be enquired into, 
" pofitive orders fhould be immediately fent to our 
" refpeCtive governors, forbidding them to under­
" take any new enterprife, or proceed to any aCt of 
" hofrility; and enjoining them, on the contrary, to 
~, put things without delay, with regard to the lands 
" on the Ohio, on the fame footing that they were~ 
" or ought to have been before the war; and that 
" the refpeCtive claims !bould be amicably referred 
" to the commiffioners at Paris, that the two courts 
" might terminate the difference by a fpeedy accom­
" modation." 

The briti!b court immediately declared its readinefs 
to conient to the propofed ceffation of hoft.ilities, and 
that all the points in difpute might be difcuffed and 
terminated by the minifters of the two crowns; but 
on this condition, that all the poffeffions in America 
!bould be previouOy put on the foot of the treaty of 
Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix la Chapelle ; there­
fore, the king of England propofed, " That the' 
.~ poffeffion of the land on the Ohio fhould be re­
" ltored to the footing it was on at the conc1u-
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t~ doh of the [aid treaty, which was renewed by that 
~, of Aix la Chapelle; and moreover, that the other 
~, poffeffions in north America ihould be reftored to 
" the fame condition in which they actually were, at 
" the figning of the faid treaty of Utrecht, and 
" agreeable to ceffions and ftipulations therein ex­
e, preffed: and then the method of informing the 
tc refpective governors, and forbidding them to un­
" dertake any new enterpriie, or act of hoftility, 
" might be treated of; and the claims of both par­
'"' ties referved, to be fpeedily and finally adjufted, 
" in an amicable manner between the two courts." 
That is to fay, that France fhould repay the injury 
done by open force, before the parties ihould enter 
into treaty about the claim of right, after which the 
poifeffions of both parties might be fettled on th.e 
foot of a definitive agreement. 

The reafon fOl' the french court's proceeding in this 
manner, is very palpable: nothing would have ferved 
their turn fo well, as referring the cate to be agreed 
on by the commiffioners at Paris; and the reaion is 
very plain; ho fooner ihould we have ordered our 
american governors to defifr from any aCts of hofti­
lity, and referred our cauie to negociation; but the 
french would have fet about ftrengthening themfelves 
in America, by 'fupplies from Europe, in fueh a 
manner~ that they would at this day have been fupe­
rior to the engliih in that country; and not only 
have fecured to themielves, the encroachments they 
had already made, but would in all probability have 
conquered all the back fettlements belonging to the 
engliih colonies; or, to ufe the words of a french 
writer, have" drove the engliih into the fea." 

Negotiations at this period extended further than 
juft between the two crowns of Great Britain and 
France; the two kings of England and Pruffia, at 
this time, thought it neceffary for each other's welfare 
to enter into a negotiation for a treaty to keep all 
foreign troops from entering the empire; which were 
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fpeedily brought to a conc1ufion; for a treaty waj 
figned between thefe two powers, on the 16th of ja../ 
nuary, this year: the reafons given by the britiili 
miniftry for taking this meafure, were chiefly cen­
tered in the defign, to keep the french from in­
vading the eleCtorate of Hanover; which it was very 
natural to expeCt they would really do, after they had 
threatened it in all the courts of Europe. The fub. 
france of this treaty was as follows: 

I. That Great Britain with her allies; and Pruffia1 
fhall mutually affift each other, in endeavouring to 
keep all foreign troops from entering the empire. 

II. That Great Britain ihall pay 20,0001. as an }n~ 
demnification for the captures of that merchandize. 
which was taken on board pruffian bottoms, and fold 
during the laft war, and in return, that Pruffia fhaU 
pay the Silefia loan. 

The reader will perceive,. that the moft important 
article of this treaty is, that Great Britain and her 
allies, and Pruffia, .fhall mutually affift ea£h other in 
endeavouring to keep all foreign troops from enter­
ing the empire. And here it is neceffary to recall to 
mind, the treaty concluded the lail: year with Ruffia~ 
by which, as I before fhewed, the Ruffians were to 
aCt in Germany, agreeable to the directions of his 
britannic majefty. From this it appears, that thefe 
two treati~s with Ruma and Pruffia are, at leaft,. 
feemingly contradiCtory to each other; for by the 
ruffian treaty, the ruffians are to march into Germa-' 
ny, for the purpofes of that treaty; and by the pruf­
£Ian treaty, they are excluded from entering the em­
pire, being foreign troops. I know to this, many 
fpecious political arguments are ufed by the friends 
of the englifh miniftry" to perfuade the world, that 
thefe two treaties are not in the leaft oppofite and 
contradiCtory to one another, being folely defio-ned 
for the protection of Hanover againft the french ~ but 
I muft c;:onfefs, that ill: my humble opinion, nothing. 
can be more feemingly inconfiftent;. I fay fe~mingly~ 
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'for we know riot what private reafons, (there certainly 
tan be rio public ones) might induce the englifh mi· 
hiftry to have concluded this treaty. In ihort, this 
is one of thofe furpriGng turns in the political world, 
which aftonifhes everyone, as .it leaves everyone in 
the dark, and which nothing but time can make ap­
pear in its true light, 

The Gtuation of affairs in Europe were at this time 
'extremely critical; every day produced fome new 
reafons to believe, that a war was become inevitable 
between Great Britain and France; and it was much 
feared, that the quarrel between the1e two nations 
would involve the reft of Europe in the war; by 
teafon of the open declarations, which France every 
where made of her intentions, to march an army into 
the electorate of Hanover; which it was thought 
would engage fame of the german princes in the 
quarrel, as foon as any french. troops invaded the 
empire. In the North, matters did not bid fo fairly 
for war, as every thing was peaceable in thole king­
doms; but the fcenc of negotiations on the con­
tinent of Europe at this time, was the Hague; 
where the minifters of the two belligerant powers 
were ufing their utmoft endeavours to procure an in­
tereft in the republic, for their refpective mafters. It 
was then (the 13th of february) that col. York, the 
king of Great Britain's ambaffador at the Hague, 
delivered to their high mightineffes an important me­
morial, importing, " That although his mafter had 
convinced all Europe of his defire to maintain the 
general peace that had lately fubfifted; yet he found 
himfelf threatened with a war being kindled in his 
own dominions. That France was at that time mak­
ing immenfe preparations of all kinds, particularly 

"on the northern coafts, which were evidently defigned 
againft Great Britain; and which the french minifters 
at the feveraI'courts of Europe had ~onfirmed, by their 
declarations. That thefe motives had obliged the 
king to demand the 6000 men, to be fent over to his 
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affiihnce, which the rep~lblic was bound to do by 
treaty; and that the neceifary ihipping for their em"" 
barkation, would be got ready immediately." 

This memorial gave a clear and juft account of 
the great preparations which France was at this time 
makinO' on all fides. It is true, their deftination was 
not th~n known; but, they were certainly very alarm~ 
ing to the court of Great Britain; there were at leaft 
40,000 men aifembled in Flanders, under the com­
mand of t\"vo marfhals of France, thefe troops were 
pofted there, for two reafons; the firft to be ready to 

annoy England, and fecondly to awe the dutch; 
for the french ambaifador at the Hague, threatened 
the ftat~s general with an invafion, if they complied 
with the demands of Great Britain, in relation to the 
6000 men. All the ports of France at this time re­
iounded with the noife of preparations, which tended 
to invade Great Britain: troops from all the inland 
parts of the kingdom were continually iwarming 
towards the northern co aft. Indeed, in this cafe, it 
is natural for the reader to afk how it came about, 
that England was at this time 10 deftitute of national 
force; for really it does not appear, but that the 
kingdom was not fo very weak, as to make it necef· 
fary to call in the affiftance of the troops, which 
Holland was by treaty obliged to furniih; but ftHl 
as the dutch were bound to fuccour us, it was judged 
a neceffary meafure to demand the fupply of 6006 

men, as we might by that means perceive how they 
frood affeC::ed towards the englifh. 

The truth was, thefe phlegmetic friends were fo 
much under the influence of France, that upon the 
french ambaifador's prefenting a memorial to the 
fiates general, on account of the demand made by' 
England, they refufed to fend the fuccours,. although 
they were bound fa to do by treaty; nor will they 
iurprife us much, when we confi.der the quantity of 
french gold that was made ufe of to procure this re­
folve, which refleCted to much difhonour on the !tates 

of 
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of Holland; but France is never without her pen~ 
fioners at the Hague. 

Matters were become fo warlike between the 
two nations, that many in England really believed, 
that the french intended to invade us ; it is very plain 
that the miniftry did not think themfelves perfectly 
fecure, from a meffage which his majefty fent to the 
parliament, in which he acquainted them, that he 
had received fure advice of a defign formed by France 
to invade his kingdoms, which his majefty had great 
reafon to believe true, from the immenie prepara­
tions making on the coaft of France: that his ma­
jefty had, with their advice, augmented his forces, 
and made a requifition of a body of heffian troops, 
to be brought over, as they are obliged to be by 
treaty: that his majefty doubted not, but he ihould 
be fllpported on this occafion by his parliament, in 
oppofition to any fllCh daring attempts~ 

Never did any parliarnent ihew more unanimity 
than was difcovered on reading this meflage; it was 
agreed, without any oppofition, that an addrefs of 
thanks ihould be prefented to his majefty, affuring 
him of their inviolable attachment to his perfon and 
government, againft the hoftile 'attempts of France. 

In return for fo much loyalty and affeCtion, his 
mCljefty aniwered, " That he thanked them for their 
"repeated aifurances of their unalterable zeal, 
" duty, and affection to him, on this occafion, and 
" has the utmoft confidence in their vigorous fup­
" port." 

As I have feveral times mentioned the alarm that 
prevailed in England, to fo great a degree, of a , 
french invafion, it will be neceffary to acqllaint the 
reader, that the parliament was now fo much of opi­
nion that the nation was really in danger, as to ad­
drefs the king, to bring over a body of the hano­
verian troops, for the protection of the kingdom:l 
again(\: the defigns of France; to which his majefty 
r~turned the following anfwer. "I am always very 
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" glad to do any thing that is agreeable to my parH ... 
" ament, and for the benefit and fecurity of my peo­
" pIe; and as both houfes defire that a body of my 
" german troops fhould be brought over hither, tQ, 

" affiit in defence of this kingdom, in the prefent 
" critical conjuCture, I will give immediate orders 
" for that purp01e." 

I cannot pafs over an affair which made fa great a 
noife half Europe over, as the addrefs of the briti1b, 
parliament. It 'is difficult to fay) what coulq poffefs 
the nation with fuch an univedal dread of an inva~ 
fion, as at this time ran through all degrees of peo­
ple, from the higheft to the lowe ft. Every true brj~ 
ton, that loves his country and efteems its honour, 
will look back upon it with deteftation~ Will it 
not be recorded to the diihonour of the britiih na~ 
tion, that ihe was forced to aik the affiftance of the 
eleCtorate of Hanover, to defend herfelf againft an 
imaginary danger; for it is well known, that all 
the mighw preparations of France, were, at this time, 
defiined for a different expedition, which afterwards, 
fully appeared: and this difgrace is yet more fully 
diJplayed, when we confider, that at this time, very 
few cnglifh troops were abfent in the Eaft or Weft-In­
dies, or the american colonies. \Vould it not have 
been more honourable in the nation, to have raifed 
an army of the natives to defend their own country, 
than to call in the affifiance of foreigners; and after 
all the noj(e and bume that was made in trumpeting 
out the danger the nation was in, when it was pre~ 
tended that a concatination of events foretold this 
danger, that after all, it fhould turn out a mere fira­
q,gem of the french cou~t, to deceive the engliih mi­
niftrv. 

As I am now mentioning the affairs of the parlia­
ment this [eillon, for the fake of perfpicuity, I will 
continue my account till the end of the fellon; firft 
taking noti~e of the meffage which his majefty fent 
to both houies, the I I th of may, fignifying, "That 
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.' his rnajefry being defirous to be -prepared againft 
H all attempts and defigns whatfoever, that may be 
H formed by his enemies in the prefent critical con-
4' juncture, and confidering that fudden emergencies 
~, may arife, which may be of the utmoil: import­
" ance, and be attended with the moil: pernicious 
~, confequences, if proper means ihould not be im­
~, mediately applied, to prevent or defeat them; hi~ 
f' majefty hoped, that he {hall be enabled by his par­
~, liament, to concert and take fuch meafures as may 
" be neceffary to difappoint or defeat any enterprifes 
~, or defigns of his enemies, an(1 as the exigency of 
~, affairs may require!' To this meifage both houfes 
prefented the moft loyal and dutiful addreifes; but 
what was much more conducive to the defign in 
his majeftis meifage, was the famou~ refolution of 
the houfe of commons, in confequence of this mef­
fage, whereby they granted his -majefty one million 
upon account; a generofity 4ardly to be paralleled; 
and this vote was in fact the moil: important piece 
of bufinefs performed this fefIion of parliament. On 
the ~ 7th of may, his majefty made a fpeech to both 
houfes of parliament; the following is them oft ma­
terial paffage : 

" The injuries and hoftilities, which have been for 
fome time committed by the french againft my do­
minions and fubjects, are now followed by the actual 
invafibn of the Wand of Minorca; which ftands gua­
fantied to me by all the great powers of Europe, and 
in part~c\ilar by the french king. I have therefore 
fOUild myfelf obliged, in vindication of the honour of 
~y crown, and of the rights of my people, to de .. 
dare war in form againft France. I rely on the 
divine prote~ion, and the -vigorous afIiftance of my 
faithful fubje~s, in fo juft a callfe." 

After this fpeech, the lord chancellor fignified his 
~aj~y's p'leaf~lre, that both. houfes ihould fev~rally 
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adjourn themfelves until june the 18th, which they 
accordingly did; and on that day they again ad. 
journed themfelves to july the 15th; but on the 7th 
~hey were prorogued to allguft the 17th, which 'put 
an end to the femon. 

Thus ended this feffion of parliament, that had· 
been even more generous than any former ones, of 
late years at leaft. I have given the reader this ab­
fhaEt of parliamentary affairs together for the fake of 
brevity; as to the affair of Minorca, which his ma­
jefty mentions in his fpeech, I muft defire the reader's 
patience for a little while, before I can give an ac­
c:;ount of an affair equally inglorious to my country 
and difagreeable to me. I iliollid remember to ob" 
ferve, that ciuring this feffion, that is on the 3d and 
8th of may, the following votes were paffed : 

That there be granted to his majefty, for the charge 
of 6544 foct, with the general officers and train of 
artillery, of the heffian troops, from february 23d, 
1756, to december 24 following, together with the 
fUQfidy purfuant to treaty, 1633571. 9 s. 9d. 

May 8. For the charge of 8605 foot, with the ge.., 
neral ofEcers, train of artillery and hofpital, of the 
I-hnover troops, from may I I, 1756, to decembef 
2+ following, 1214471. 2S. 6d. 

In c011f~quence of thefe votes, we find that on the 
13th of may, two men of war, with 45 tranfports, 
having 8000 heman foot and 900 horfe on board, 
anchored in l'vr~rgate road, and on the 15th landecl 
at Southampton; with a large train of artillery, 
They were divided into eight regiments, ten com­
panies in a regiment, eighty men in a company ~ 
each regiment having ninety engineers. eighty-feven 
horfes, and eight field pieces. The principal officers 
were, the lieutenant general, count Ifenburg, knight 
of the teutonic order, who was the firft in command; 
lieutenant general baron Diebe, knight of the fame 
order, who commanded the artillery; and haron Fl,lr­
ftenburg, brother to the count, m;1jor generals. The 
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troops made a fine appearance, being generally fireight, 
tall, and ilender; their uniform was blue, turned up 
with red, and laced with white, in imitation of fil­
ver. The officers, who were all well made, were 
richly dreifed in blue, laced with gold, with that on 
their hats remarkably broad. They were quartered 
in the neighbouring towns, where they obferved the 
ftrittefi difcipline. 

On the 2 I ft, the hanoverians landed at Chatham, 
to the number of 10,000 men, and began their march 
in two divifions; the firft for Maidftone, and the 
other for Canterbury. They were received with great 
civility, and behaved with remarkable regularity. At 
Maidftone, fome little difturbance happened, and 
complaint being made to the commanding officer, 
4' Ppint m.e out the man," faid he, ,~ and prove him 
" the aggrdfor, and you ihall fee him hanged im­
" mediately;" put this was thought too fevere, and 
no particular man was pitched upon. Thefe hano­
verians, and the heman troops were thought at that 
time to be fame of the beft foldiers in Europe; and 
we have fince found them to behave with the great­
eft honour and bravery. 

Amidft all thefe preparations for war, which had 
really brought on an open rup.ture between the two 
nations; all Europe was furprifed that neither of 
the belligerent powers had yet declared war in due 
form. It was a matter of aftonifhment to the gene­
ralityof mankind, to fee two powerful kingdoms at 
open war, without any public univerfal manifefto con­
cerning the reafons for their -attacking one another. 
At laft however, his britannic majefty thought it ne­
ceffary to obferve this ufual decorum, and accordingly 
declared· war againft France on the 17th of may; 
o:ll1d that of France againft England was on the 
9th of jt)ne, . 

Such were the fiate of affairs between the two na­
tions in Europe, at the time war was declared. In 
tne Eafr-Indies, matters went on much fafter, and 

more 
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more profperoufiy to the engIifh; it was the pet. 
ginning of this year, that the famous pyrate Tu~ 
}aaee Angria was conquered, and rooted out of hi. 
ft~ng hold at fort Geriah, by the englifh forces un­
der colonel Clive. But .before we can give any 
account of the action itfelf, it will be necelfary tQ 

:lay fomething concerning fo extraordinary a man, a$ 
him we are fpeaking off. It feems that fome year~ 
ago, the anceftors of Angria wel'~ viceroys to the 
great moghul, and governed a fine country on the. 
Caromandel coaft, where they lived with great fplen~ 
dor and opulence; and by means pf the great riches 
they amaffed, were enabled for a confiderable time 
to throw off their allegiance to the moghul; but were 
afterwards reduced to obedience by a fovereign prince" 
whofe dominions lay to the fouth of thofe of Angria, 
who was called the fouth raja; this prince impofed 
a tribute on Angria, which was regularly paid fo~ 
fome years, till Tulagee Angria refufed, about the 
year 1754; at which, the fourh raja was highly pro­
voked; and to chaftire the infolence of Angria's be- -
haviour, marched an army into his country, anq 
blocked up all his towns; the moft confiderable of 
which, were the ports of Zivanchi, Antiguria, Da.., 
bul, and fouth Rook. And to enable himfelf the 
more readily to deftroy his enemy, he fent to the eng.,. 
1iili at Bombay, to defire them to affift him, in hi~ 
conqueft of Angria. 

With this requeft the engliili complied; and admi­
ral Watfon commanding at that time in the Eaft­
Indies, he affifted at a council of war held at Bombay: 
on the 6th of february. The land forces were uncle~ 
the command of colonel Clive. The admiral at­
tacked Geriah on the 12th, and it fllrrendered on the 
13 th . 

In the fort were found 250 iron and brafs cannon of' 
an fizes, and a prodigious quantity of ammunition of 
all forts, provifions, rich goods, and many other com­
modities. The garrifbn confifted of about 300 men, 
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~hough ther~ were above 2~00 in the fort. In fiIver FU .. 

pees were found about 100,000 1. and in other effea~ 
near 30,0001. The admiralleft about 300 of th~ Eaft~ 
Indiacompany's troops, as many reapoys, and 3 or 4 
of the company's armed veffels in the harbour, for 
the defence of the pla~e, as it was judged to be ex­
tremely well fituated for the intereft of the company, 
~nd very tenable~ 

In this fuccefsful manner ended the expedition 
~gainft Angria; which was of infinite fervice to the 
~aft-India company's affairs, as it rooted a notorious 
pyrate from his fonrefs of the greateft confequence 
to him. It is thought that col. Clive got above 
~oo,ooo 1. by this affair, and the admirals and other 
pfficers were equally fortunate in this important con­
que ft. The french in this part of the world looked 
with a very envious eye upon this fuccefs ; as no doubt 
they did not care to fee the exaltation of a company, 
who were the enemies of that nation, and who were 
~very day excelling them in their trade. This was 
~he firit warlike expedition of cpnfequence in the Eaft~ 
1Ildies this war. 
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C HAP. VI. 

Naval affairs in the beginning of 1756. Hawke fails 
from St. Hellen's. Rumours of a french inv(Jjion. Hol· 
bourn fails Jor mrth America. BoJcawen from St. Hel· 
len's. Hawke with his fleet arrives at SpitJJead. Pre­
iarations at 'Toulott. State (1f the-affairs of Europe. 
'The french fleet fails from 'Touloll. Siege of St. Philip's. 
Byng Jails from St. Hellds. Battle off Minorca. Fort 
St. Philip's Iurrenders, Rf'}leflions. Hawke takes the 
command from Byng. Lord 'lyrawley arrefls general 
Fowke. B)'ng and Fowke (lrri7;e in England. 

I T has with great realon been made a matter of 
wonder, that the french monarchy has been able 

for near a century paft, to produce at the fame time 
fuch powerful armaments both by fea and land. No 
other nation in Europe has been fa powerful at fea 
and land at the fame time as France, except England; 
and the naval firength of England has never frood 
fuch fevere trials as that of France. The power and 
refources of a nation are beft difcovered by its loffes ; 
every war that has happened between France and 
England, finee Charles the firft's time, has never 
failed to be more ruinous to the former than the 
latter; and many times has been entirely deftroyed, 
more particularly at the end of the war of 1740. 
The arms of Great Britain were not fa fuccefsful the 
beginning of this war, neither by fea nor land, as the 
grcatnefs of our preparations might have infpired u~ 
with the hopes of. At the beginning of this year 
particularly, all the ports of England refounded with 
the noife of naval armaments; the rigorous method 
of preiling men to man the fleet was now adopted 
with the utmofi: feverity, and many thoufands of 
able hands were picked up throughout all England; 
infotl1uch, that mofi: part of the month of january 
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we had a noble fleet riding a.t Spithead, befides (e~ 
veral ftrong fquadrons at fea, to protect out own 
trade and annoy that of the enemy. The naval af­
fairs, though they are always of importance, and he­
ce{fary to be known, towards a perfect underftanding 
of the prefent quarrel between the two nations, yet, 
during the beginning of 1756, we meet with few 
fquadrons, that failed from britifh ports, whofe mo­
tions are any ways inftruCl:ive to the reader; the moft 
material one at this time was, fir Edward Hawke's 
expedition. The lords of the admiralty having been 
informed that fix french men of war had failed from 
Breft, ordered admiral Hawke on the 27th of fe­
bruary to put to fea immediately, but he was de­
tained till the 12th of march by contrary winds, on 
which day he failed with the Eaft-India fhips, to con­
voy them 150 leagues weftward of U fham. He was. 
then ordered to return to cape Ortega), and cruife 
in the bay, to prevent the french fhips putting to 
fea from Breft or Rochfort, or to intercept the afore· 
faid french fquadran. This fquadron confifted of 
eleven iliips of the line and one frigate. 

Sir Edward Hawke, according to his inftructions 
cruifed till the beginning of may, for the french, 
but unluckily was not able to effect any thing. 
He returned to Spit head thl: 8th with part of his 
[quadran. 

During the firft part of this year, the french had 
by all the arts and means in their power endeavour~ 
ed to perfuade the englifh, that they really intended 
to invade them. It is even to this day a doubt, whe­
ther the french, at the time we are fpeaking of, had 
ever really determined to attempt an invafion. The 
preparations they made were certainly confiderable ; 
and it was confidently talked of, at moft of the courts 
of Europe, that England was in great danger. If, 
was at this time the common topic of converfation ; 
thofe who were· molt perfuaded of the reali~y of the 
french defigning to invade us, [aid even in a pofitive 
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fuafmer, (and the advices that were received from 
the Hague on this head corroborated exacrly with 
that opinion) that the plan for invading Great Britain 
was propofed by M. de Belleifle, who offered to un­
dertake the execution thereof; but that he had been 
violently oppofed by M. de Seychelles. The mar­
fhal's plan, was not to attack any of the powers on the 
continent~ and particularly to leave Hanover quiet; 
but at the fame time to affemble three large armies 
on the frontiers of Alface, Flanders, and Languedoc~ 
in order to keep, the powers in Europe in awe and 
fufpence. Then ferioufly to attempt an invafion of 
Great Btitain or Ireland, or both, by getting together 
as many veffelsas pOilible in different ports, with 
every thing neceffary for an embarkation. And he 
further advifed the french king, not to fend out any 
large fquadrons of men of war, but only fome light 
cruifers to cover the arrival and departure of their 
tranfports; to give notice of the motions of the eng­
liih, and to carry fupplies to their colonies; however, 
at Breit he thought it neceffaty to have a very large 
fleet ready to give umbrage to the engliih, and to 
{erve as occafion fhould require. This was Belleifle's 
plan, and although we find that it, in general was re­
jected, frill fome motions of the french looked as if 
they had adopted part of it; the marfhal, and the 
prince de Sou bife, foon after began their circuit at 
Dunkirk, and from thence went from port to port 
quite to Breit, forwarding the preparations that 
were making all along the co aft, feemingly to in­
vade us, 

Whether they really intended to pm their threats 
in execution or not is unknown, yet they certainly 
gained one point of importance by thefe means; 
they deceived the attention of the britifh miniftry, and 
were thereby enabled to render fuccefsful their defign9 
againft another quarter; befides which, the ~expencc 
their preparations put the englifu to, in counteract-

ins 
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lng their detJgns, was to be fure of great c.onfe .. 
tIuence. 

It was on account of thefe preparations on the coaft 
of France, that, we were always obliged to keep a 
{quadron of men of war in the Downs; and for the 
greater fecurity, commodore Keppel failed on the 7th 
of april to ctuife off Cherbl1rgh with a fquadron of 
five fhips, to burn the flat bottomed boats, which 
the french were, building, and to pick up any {hag­
gling tranfports that might fall in their way, the 
latter of thefe ends was pretty well anfwered by the 
commodore's fuecefs. 

The naval ihength which the englifh had at this 
time in America, was very fmalI, in proportion to 
the great importance of that ftation: and the mini­
ftry in England was much blamed for not keeping 
regularly and conftantly a thong fquadron of men of 
men of war in that part of the world, to refift and 
annoy the 0R~r:ations of the french. At 1aft, how­
ever, adminiTHo1bourn failed from Plymouth, with 
feven fail of fhips to convoy the tranfports, contain­
ing the reinforcement of troops that were juftly 
thought necdfary to repair the bad itate of the britifh 
empire there, by checking the progrefs of France. 

But in Europe, the naval equipments were more 
confiderable; admiral Hawke, as I have before men­
tioned, was before Breit with a confiderable fleet, to 

relieve which, admiral Bofcawen failed from Spithead 
with twelve fail. 

50 formidable an armament failing to the coaft of 
Fr.ance, would naturally lead us to expett fome at­
tempt of importance. But this was not the cafe, the 
french miniftry, by alarming us with the fear of an 
invafion, pUt us to [uch an immenfe expenee, to keep 
their fleets in harbour, and even this, we were fek 
dom able to perform, for the french feveral times 
flipt thrql1gh the englifh fle~s lying before Breil. 
'I'he principal reafon that has been given by the britifh 
miniftry for putting the nation to 10 great an expence 
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merely to coop our enemies up in their harbotll;S, 
was, to hinder them at this time from ft;nding fue..: 
cours to America. Admiral Hawke, as I faid be­
fore, foon after arrived at Spithead with a fmall fqua.; 
dron. 

Several other fquadrons were fitte'd out, and 
failed as cruifers, convoys, or fquadrons of obferva­
tion; but as their deftination was not fa important, r 
have for brevity fake omitted mentioning them. But 
I muft now begin to take notice of a much .more im­
portant affair, and which will require a more minute 
enquiry into the firft appearances of the defigns of 
our enemies: I mean the cOl1'queft of Minorca by the 
french. 

It will be here neceffary fbr me to trace out fame 
advices which the miniftry in England received con­
cerning the preparations of the french in the port of 
Toulon; for from thence we muft afterwards con­
elude, whether they had reafon to believe that the 
french intended an invafion of the iiland of Minorca,. 
or whether they only meant it as a feint to draw the 
attention of the engliih from the channel, that they 
might thereby be able to effeCt their grand defigll' 
againft Great Britain itfelf. 

So early as the month of auguft 1755, the miniftry 
in England had intelligence, from different pam, of 
the armament at Toulon. They were exprefsly inform­
ed, that orders had been lent thither, to equip with 
expedition, all the new fhips, and to get the. old 
ones alfo in a condition for fervice: that thefe orders 
were then purfued with great diligence, and that they 
were to take on board feveral companies of land forces,. 
befide3 marines. That fince the arrival of two ex­
preffes at Toulon, which had callfed the holding of 
two extraordinary councils, attended by the principal 
officers of the marine, the hands which were at work 
in fitting out nine fhips there, were doubled, and fix: 
other !hips of th€ line put in (ornrniffion~ and or-
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8.ered to be equipped with the former nine, fa as to 
be able to put all the 15 fail to fea before the 18th 
or 20th of auguft, and to be vit1:ualed only for three 
months. This intelligence was in part confirmed by 
the earl of Briftol, the englifu ambaffador at Turin, 
who informed the miniftry, that all the mafter 
builders were commanded to repair immediately 
from the ports of Provence, &c. to Toulon; and 
that a body of 20,000 french troops were pre­
pared to form a camp at Valence in Dauphine: 
thefe advices were exadly confirmed by conful 
Birtles, from Nice. Bm conful Banks, in his letters 
from Carthagena, dated the 20th and 27th of au. 
guft, is frill more explicit; "Mafters of french 
veffels from Toulon," fays he, " report, that there 
are in that port 26 men of war of the line, viz. 18 
new ibips built fince the peace, and 8 old ones, which 
are all fitting for fea; alfo 12 frigates, and a great 
many fmaller veffels, which are in like manner fitting 
out; befides fix fuips of the line on the frocks; 
fame of which are ready for launching: that he had 
received intelligence of 180 battalions of foldiers 
marching into Rouffillon with great diligence; and 
that thefe troops were defigned againfl: Minorca, to be 
tranfported thither in merchant ibips, now at Mar­
feilles, and to be convoyed by all the men of war in 
the port of Toulon." 

Thefeadvices were confrantl y repeated: not a month 
paffed, without innumerable affurances being received 
at the fecretary of frate's office, from lord Briftol, ge­
neral Blakeney, general Fowke, fir Ben. Keene, and. 
in ibort, all the confuls in the Mediterranean, con­
cerning the great preparations which were carrying on 
at Toulon. Sir Ben. Keene wrote to Mr. Fox, par­
ticularly affuring him, " that the french de!lgned to 
invade Minorca." Nothing could be more circum­
ftantial than the repeated advices which the englifh 
miniftry- received of the defigns of France. Em let 
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us fee what were their meafures FO oppofe fueh fOf" 
midable preparations. \ 

There were at this time in the Mediterranean a fmall 
fquadron of three ihips of the line, and five frigates, 
under commodore Edgecombe; but no fleet was or­
dered to fail from England, for the proteCtion of 
Minorca, till the 8th of march; when a fquadron was 
direCted to be under the command of vice-admiral 
Byng, and to be ready by the I I tho It is impoffible 
to account for the negligence of the engli!h miniftry, 
in not thinking of this valuable iOand before fo late a 
date: it is alfo as unaccountable, that they 1hould not 
believe any of the advices, which their correlpondents 
all over Europe gave them, of the reality of the de­
fign of the french, in making fuch immenfe and early 
preparations at Toulon. Had they believed the truth 
of thefe ad vices, they certainly would have takelil 
care that their adminiftration ihould not be tarniihed 
with the 10fs of fa important a fonrefs as that of 
St. Philip's: it is very.well known, how lightly they 
treated the notion of an invafiQo of the i!land of 
Minorca; they did not think it pollible, that the 
french could procure failors fufficient tQ man their 
fleet; if they had fuppofed it pollible for the french 
to put fa ftrong a fleet to fea from Toulon, as they 
afterwards fatally found to be the cafe, why did they 
not fend admiral Ofborn's fquadron, of 13 ihips of 
the line, and one frigate, into the Mediterranean, 
who failed the 30th of january (and returned the 16th 
of february) to convoy a fleet of merchantmen. By 
fending this fquadron into the Mediterranean fa early, 
the french would naturally have been deterred from 
attempting the invafion; their fuccefs in which ex­
pedit!on, entirely depended on the negligence of their 
enemIes. 

At Iaft however, they exerted themfelves fo far,. as 
to fend a fleet uRder admiral Byng to thlt Mediterra­
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neah, confifting of ten !hips of the line *, which fltil· 
ed tHe 7th of april. 

However, in France more expedition was ufed; 
The mar!hal duke de Richelieu was already fet out 
from Paris for Toulon, with the officers who were to 
ferve under him; and arrived there the 25th of march~ 
finding every thing in gre:it readinefs. The fleet t 
failed the 12 th of april, confifting of 13 fail of the 
line and 7 frigates . 

.. Ships. 
Ramilies, 
Buckingham, 
Culloden, 
Revenge, 
Captain, 
Trident, 
Intrepid, 
Kingll:on, 
Lancall:er; 
Defiance, 

t Ships. 

Foudroyant, 

Couronne. 

Redoutable, 

Temeraire; 
Guerrier, 
Lion, 
Sage, 
Orphee, 
Content, 
Triton, 
1!ippopotame; 
Fier, 
Junon. 
Rofe, 
Gracieufe, 
Tbpaze, 
Nymphe, 

Guns. 
90 Byng; 
70 Well:. 
74-

Captains. 
Gardner. 
Everet. 
Ward. 
Cornwall. 
Catford. 
Durell. 
Young. 
Parry. 
Noel. 
Andrews. 

70 

70 

64-
64-
64-
60 
60 

Guns. 

So I 
70 } 
74- } 
74-
74-
64-
64-
64-
64-
64 
50 
50 
46 
26 
24-
24-
24 

Captains. 
M. de Ia GaIiffonierc. 

Lieutenant General. 
Capt. M. Forger de I' Aiguille. 
M. de la Cllie, chief d'Efcatde. 
Capt. M. Gabanous. 
M. de Glandeves, chief d 'E[carde~ 
Capt. M. de Marconville. 
M. Beaumont I'Maitre. 
M. Villars de la Broffe. 
M. de St. Aignanl 
M. du Revell:. 
1\1. du Raimondis. 
M. Sabron Grammont. 
M. Mercier. 
M. de Rochemaure. 
M. de Herville. 
M. Beauffier. 
M. de CoilebeIle. 
M. Marquezan. 

, M. de Corne-Montelet. 
M. de Callian. 
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The troops on board it, including a detachment of 

marines, in every .!hip of war, amounted to about 
16,000 men, in 25 battalions, embarked in 200 traof-' 
ports: M. de Richelieu, his fon, and his fon-in-Iaw ; 
M. de Maillebois, M. du Mefnil, M. de Lannion, the 
prince de Beauveau, the prince de Wirtemberg, and M. 
de Caufons, embarkecLon board the Foudroyant. The 
troops were all in merchan t ihips; the grenadiers 
alone were in the men of war. The fleet and con­
voy contained at a moderate computation, near 30,000 
fouls, including about 600 women; a prodigious 
quantity of provifions of every kind, above 800 oxen, 
and 300o,iheep, 100 horfes, and as many mules. 

The report of thefe immenfe preparations, which 
threatened to overwhelm the little jfland of Minorca, 
without a blow, did not in the leaft terrify the brave 
commander of the engliih troops in the fortrefs of 
St. Philip: no fooner did the information of the 
defigns of the french reach general Blakeney, but he 
difpofed ail things for a brave and vigorous refifrance ; 
he prepared 40,000 fafcines, and demoli111ed all the 
trifling buildings which obftrucred the open com­
mand of his cannon. The french landed at Cieuta­
della the 18th of april, from whence part of a regi­
ment retired, evacuating the place to the enemy: 
Forty men, who belonged to the regiments at Gi­
braltar, and all the marines which were on board 
the men of war, then in the harbour, were commanded 
into the garrifon, as a reinforcement; and the britifh 
fqudron, fix in number, failed out; capt. Scroop 
having firfr, with 140 of his men, joined the garri~ 
fan, and fent his !hip, the Defiance, to fea, under the 
command of the firf!: lieutenant. 

I cannot omit taking notice of a patriot-like aCl:ion 
performed by capt. Cunningham, a fcotch gentleman, 
who being fecond engineer of St. Philips, when Mr. 
Armfirong left it, he was thereupon appointed by 
general Blakeney to fucceed him, pro tempore, tilt 
a commiffien for that purpofe ihould arrive from Eng-
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land, of which .no doubt was made; but being fu~' 
perfeeded, he begged Mr. Blakeney's leave to retire 
to his regiment. The gener~l could not refuf~ fo 
reafonable a requeft, and Mr. Cunningham embarked 
for Nice, together with two children and his lady; 
who was there brought to bed; when Mr. Cunning­
ham, hearing of the french defigns againft Minorca, 
and recolleCting that the platforms of the batteries 
in fort St. Philip's were in fuch a ruinous condition, 
that they could 'not ftand any hot fervice, inftantly 
laid out all the money he was mafter of, about 16001. 
in purchafing timber fit for repairing them, hired a 
a veife1, put it on board, and failed directly with it 
himfe1f for Port Mahon, leaving his lady and chil­
dren at Nice. His arrival with fuch a fllpply, in [uch 
a critical conjuncture, gave general Blakeney infinite 
pleafure. He told capt. Cunningham, that the fer­
vice he had done his country, was fo confiderable~, 
that he did not know how he could be fufficiently 
rewarded for it; that in the mean time, to !how his 
own {enfe of it, he would venture to take a very ir­
regular ftep, by fuperfeeding the gentleman, who was 
fent to fucceed Mr. ~rmftrong, as fuperannuated and 
unfit for duty, and appointing him in his place, not 
only as a teftimony of his approbation of what he 
had done, but to engage a man of his known abili­
ties, to exert them ftill further i-n defence of the place. 
We !hall find hereafter that capt. Cunningham very 
well deferved the confidence Mr. Blakeney repofed in 
him; but the public fpirited action which I have juft 
now given an account of, is of itfelf fa !hining a 
proof of the merits of this gentleman, that any fur-­
ther attempt to make them confpicuous is unne­
ceifary. 

After many difficulties, the french being mafters of 
all the forts in the ifiand, except St. Philip's, and 
thofe adjoining to it, at length erected a battery of 
five 24 pounders, and five morters, over againft St. 
rhilip's~ at cape Mola, near Sandy bay, on the fide 
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oppofite St. Philipet fort, which was ready to play 
~he 5th of May, but was left mafked till others were 
ready alfo: this battery was well contrived, for by 
means of it the french commanded the harbour fo 
much, that it would be difficult to Jand any fuccour, 
but within fire of it. For feveral fucceeding days 
the enemy continued to erect batteries without inter­
million, and the befiged continued to 'defend them­
felves with as great bravery. 

But I muft here return to the motions which Mr. 
Byng made) to relieve the diftreffed garrifon of St. 
Philip. I left the admiral proceeding to Gibraltar~ 

'where, after a tedious paffage, he arrived may the 
zd; and directly demanded of lieut. gen. Fowke, the 
governor, according to his inftruCtions, a detachment 
from his garrifon, equal to a battalion; but this de­
mand Mr. Fowkedid not think proper to comply 
with (although he had orders for that purpofe from 
his majefty) till he had called a council of war, to 
demand the officers of his garrifon's opinion on that 
point. . 

The council meeting on the 4th of may, took 
into their confideration three letters "* from lord 
Barrington, his majefty's fecretary at war, to th~ 
governor of Gibraltar, of the 2 I ft and 28th of march, 
and I fl: of april laft; as alfo an order from the lords 
of the admiralty to admiral Byng of the 31ft of 
march; and having confide red the ftate of affairs 
in the Mediterranean, were of opinion, that the lend­
ing a detachment equal to a 'bimalion would evi­
dently weaken the garrifon of Gibraltar, 3nd be no 
way efFecrual to the relief of Minorca; for which 
opinIon they gave feveral reafons, relatinO' to the 
oifficlllty of landing them at Minorc::l, and its weak­
ening the ganifon of Gibraltar. 

. * Containin 2: an order for general Fowke to make a detachment 
Hom his g"rnk,r, to be {ent OIl bO:lrd the fleet, equal to a battalion, 

This 
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This opinion of the council of war we fuail after­

wards find made a very great noife. But of this we 
muir defer fpeaking, till other tranfactions naturally 
lead us to it. Admiral Byng having been delayed 
by watering, failed the eighth from Gibraltar; he 
was afterwards accufed of protracting this time longer 
than was needful. He arrived off Minorca the 19th, 
having been joined by his majefty's fuip Phoenix, off 
Majorca, two days before. He difpatched the Phoe­
nix, Chefterfield, and Dolphin a-head, to reconnoitre 
the harbour's mouth, and capt. Harvey to endeavour 
to land a letter for general Blakeney, to let him kno w 
the fleet was come to his affiftance; but the enemy's 
fleet appearing to fouth eaft, and the wind at the fame 
time coming {hong off the land, obliged the admiral 
to call thofe fuips in, before they could get near enough 
the. entrance of the harbour to make the neceffary 
obfervations. There being little wind, about five 
the admiral formed his line, on which the enemy ftood 
towards him in a regular line; but tacked about fe­
ven, endeavouring to get the wind of the engliih 
fleet in the night; to avoid which, Mr. Byng tacked, 
in order to keep the weather gage, as well as to 
make fure of the land wind in the morning, be­
ing very. hazy:, and not above five lq.gues off cape 
Mola. At day-light, on the 20th, the two fleets 
were not within fight of each other. But foon af­
ter the enel'ny began to appear from the maft head, 
on which the englifu admiral cal;ed in the cruifers, 
and when they had joined him, tacked towards the 
enemy, and formed the line a-head, while the french 
were preparing to form their's to the leeward, having 
unfuccefsfully endeavoured to weather their antago­
nift; but as 1<>00 as he judged his rear to be the 
length of the enemy's van, they tacked all together, 
and ordered the Deptford to quit the line: the reafoR 
which the englifh admira.lgave for thisftep, was, that 
~he englifh fleet might become exactly equal to the 
enemy's, which confiftedof 12. ihips of the line and 5 
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frio-aWl, At two, admiral Byng made the fignaI to 
engage, on which, rear admiral Weft inftantly bore 
down on the enemy's !hips oppofed to his, and in go­
jng down received the fire of the freQch !hips againll: 
him, three times, before he returned it, and then he 
foon obliged the two !hips fuccefTI,vely to !heer off~ 
who were oppored to him. The admiral bore down 
upon the fhip ftationed againft him, for fome little 
time, but the Intrepid having his foretop-maft.ihot 
away, this, as the admiral gave out, obliged him 
and all his divifion to fall a-back; by this unac­
countable management, the enemy's center was left 
unattacked, and the rear admiral's divifion quite un­
covered; by which the french were enabled to bear. 
flown on admiral Weft, with the rear of their fleet, 
but they declined coming to a clofe engagement t 

f.!l_d at laft the feveral !hips that were oppofed to 
,weft's divifion !heered off, and bent their endea­
'\tours to deftroy the rigging of the englifh fbips, 
at a diftance, while the englifh admiral was lying 
a confiderabJe diftance a-ftern of his rear. Next 
Iporning the two fleets were out of fight of each other, 
and Mr. Byng fent cruirers out to look for the In~ 
trepide and Chefterfield, who had parted in the night 
from the fleet, and they returned and joined them 
the next day. 

Such was the event of this famous engagement; 
)t is equally furprifing, that Mr. Byng fhould thew 
{nch great condua: and knowledge in management 

f the fleet before he threw out the fignal for battle; 
d that he fhould then [eern to have 10ft all the 
erit he had gained by his former proceedings. Ie 

allowed by thofe who are underftanding in fea 
airs, that from the time he came in fight of the 

: ench fleet, till he hung out the fignal to enaage, 
he managed his fleet with infinite dexterity and ~dg~ 
rne~t, by which means he preferved the weather gage 
agamft the enemy, who were not able, during the fue. 
ceeding engagement, to recover it. 
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On the 24th of may, the admiral delired the atten~ 

dance of the rear admiral, &c. &c. at a council of 
war held on board the Riunillies, to aik their opini­
ons concerning the future operations of the fleet; at 
which were prefent the admirals, and all the cap­
tains of the fhips, and general officers of the land 
forces. The queftions which were debated and the 
council's refolutions are'as follows: 

1. Whether an attack upon the french fleet gives 
:any profpect of relieving Minorca ? 

4nf. It would not. 
II. Whether, if there was no french fleet cruiling 

off Minorca, the englifh fleet could raife the fiege ? 
Ani, It could not. 
III. Whether Gibraltar would not be in danger by 

any accident that may befall this fleet? 
Anf. It would be in danger. 
IV. Whether an attack with our fleet in the prefent 

flate of it upon that of the french, will not endanger 
the fafety of Gibraltar, and expofe the trade of the 
Mediterranean to great hazard? 

Anf, That it would. 
V. Whether it is not moft for his majefty's fer~ 

.vice that the fleet fhould immediately proceed for Gi~ 
l:>raltar? 

An( That it fhould proceed for Gibraltar. . , 
Thefe refolutions were unanimouOy agreed to, and 

figned by all the members of the council. And to 
the aftonifhment of all Europe, a fleet in every re­
fpeer equal to that of the enemy, and, confidering 
the fuperior courage and dexterity of the common 
failors, much fuperior to it, fhould fly from that of 
the enemy, leaving them all the cc>nfequences of a 
vierory, riding triumphantly before Mahon. and gain­
ing refpeer to the french flag throughout all the 
ports in the Mediterranean. Admiral Byng, on the 
~sth, fet fail, and on the 19th of june arrived atGi .. 
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braltar. As I {ball have ample occaGon to treat fur­
ther of this affair hereafter, I {ball not determine on 
it at prefent. It is now time to return to the gover­
nor of St. Philip's, bravely defending himfelf againft 
the attacks of the french army. 

For feveral days after the engagement of the 20th, 
the fire of both the befieged and befiegers continued 
very brifk ; but the befieged had always the advantage, 
owing to the fuperior weight of their cannon, and 
:fkill of the engineers *. During the fore part of the 
fiege, this was conftantly the cafe, but after the french 
general changed his plan of attack t, the garrifon fuf-

. fered 

* The 13th in the morning, a very fin&ular accident happened. 
In the fort, fame guards parading in an under-ground gallery for 
fafety, where, in the center was a hole to let in light, and receiv· 
ing wood from a neighbouring magazine; through this hole a 13 
inch fhell made way, and burn among the guards without the leaft 
.hurt to one man. During the whole liege, the garrifon did not meet 
with fo providential an efcape. Another extraordinary accident 
happened in the like providential manner: a ten inch fhell falling 
:into a barrack, the habitation of capt. Lind, in the came, and 
breaking every thing before it, forced its way through the floor, 
and burH without hurting any body, though a piece of the fhell 
even alighted on th(1 bed where capt. Lind an~ his lady then lay. 

t The 27th M. de RicheJieu, having altered his attack, had fame 
time before pitche¢ upon this day for the general one, the eve\l­
ing before he called a council of war, at which were prefent all the 
general oJncers, to whom he imparted the whole project, which 
was unanimoufly approved: M. de Richelieu then proceeded to 
give them their refpeCtive charges. 
. The plan of the whole attack being made known to the army. 
M. de Richelieu refolved that his own poll fhould be in the centel 
of the attacks on the l~ft, and that the count de Maillebois. the 
the marquis du Ivlefnil, and the prince de Wirtempurg, fhould at. 
tend him to give the nece{fary orders for the fupport and 'fuccefs of 
the attacks. ' 

It was agreed, that the fignal for beginning the attack, fhould 
be given by firing a cannon and four bombs, frum the battery near 
the fignal houfe. All things being thus ordered, the artillery con­
tinued to batter the forts, till the 27th, at ten o'clock in the even­
ing. when they all ceafed firing: and then the battery near the fig. 
llal houfe fir~d a cannon fhot, and threw four bombs into the fort; 
IJPon which, M. de Monty immediately marched againQ Strugel\ 

and 
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..fered very feverely; and in a little time moft of the 
principal works in the fortifications were ruined; un­

der 

and Argyle, and (uc.ceffively Meffrs. de Briqueville and de Sades. 
advanced to the attack of Kane, and the ~een's redoubt. Thefe 
attacks were furious, and the defence as brave. The befieged 
maintained their ground for a long while, and the firing en both 
fides did great execution; but at length fort Strugen was taken by 
affault ; and Argyle and the ~een's redoubt by fcalade. Here 
thj:: englilh fuflained a great lofs; for Mr. Jefferies, lieutenant co­
lonel of the regiment of Effingham, who was coming to their affill:­
ance, between Strugen and Argyle, with 100 men; arrived too late, 
the french being mall:ers of the forts; and whilft he q.ttempted to 
retire, was taken prifoner with 15 men. Mr. Jefferies was the 
principal acting man in the garrifon. 

Thefe three forts being taken, with feveral pieees of cannon and 
mortars, the french made infl:antly a lodgement in that part, which 
was the principal attack; mean while the other attacks were car­
rying on with vigour. The prince de Beauveau, having at the 
{arne time marched with his brigades againfi the \Vefiern and Ca­
roline lunettes; he took poffeffion of the covert way, and nailed 
:up I z pieces of cannon there; but as Kane's lunette was not taken, 
he could not make a lodgement here, bllt contented himfelf with 
.cutting down the palJifadoes, defiroying the gun carriages, and 
maintaining for fame time this attack, in order to favour the prin­
cipal, which was making with great bravery. 

The diverfion caufed by all thefe firings, and the combination of 
all thefe various attacks gave that on the left time to enfure fuc­
~efs; and by break of day, the french being totally mafiers of the 
~een's redoubt, and the forts Strugen :lnd Argyle, they pofted 
400 men in the former, and 200 in the latter. M. de Richelieu, 
M. de Maillebois, M. du Mefnil, and the prince de Wirtemburg, 
were all this time, as they had concerted, in the center of the at­
tacks on the It;ft. Several of the mines were fprung under the 
glacis of the Anfrruther, the Qyeen's re90ubt, and Kane's lunette, 
and likewife one under the gorge of Argyle, while a confiderable 
party of the enemy were in it, 'moll: of whom were defiroyed. 
. During thefe furious attacks, the brave governor and garrifon de­
fended themfelves with al\ the intrepidity that was natural to eng­
lifhmen. The Weft, and Caroline's lunettes difiinguiihed them­
felves particularly: with fuch exalted courage, and. exerted bravery 
did this fatigued part of the garrifon maintain their ground, againll: 
unequal numbers, each officer and {oldier emulous of glory_ 

The z8th, py break ~f 9<1Y, the befiegers beat a parley, on 
which immedi~tely a ceffation of arms enfued; this ga\'e them an 
pp,P0rtunity, which they took the advantage of, tQ fecure thl! lodge-

. ment~ 



( 92 ) 

der there difadvantages, it was amazing to find the 
brave and vigorous defence made by the englifh gar­
rifon; fa that, although the french batteries began 
to play on the 5th of may, yet we find that the in­
trepidity of the brave general Blakeney, and the cou­
nigeous garrifon, the french were not able to make 
themfelves mafrers of it before the 28th of june, on 
which day the garrifon furrendered on honourable 
terms. 

The next day, june the 29th, early in the morning, 
the duke de Fronfac, fon to M. de Richelieu, was dif­
patched by him to carry to the king at Compeigne the 
news of the fuccefs of the laIt attack againit fort St. 
Philip's, but not the articles of capitulation, general 
Blakeney, not having at that time returned his anfwer, 
to the alterations the marllial had made to the con­
ditions he had propofed. M. de Fronfac was 6 days 
going from Minorca to Toulon, the winds having 
proved contrary almoft the whole time. However, 
he came to Lyons the 7th of july, dined at the arch;. 
billiop's, wilh the cardinal de Fenchion's, and fet out 
immediately after for Paris, where he arrived the 9th, 
late in the evening, and early the loth at Compeigne j 
where, after having acquainted the king with all the 
particulars of the furrender of fort St. Philip's, he was. 
promoted by his majeUy to the poft of brigadier of 
his armies. 

The articles of capitulation being figned, and the 
hoftages given, M. de Richelieu entered fort St. Phi­
lip the 29th of june at noon, and found 240 pieces 
of cannon fit for fervice, befides 40 that had been 
either ruined or nailed up during the attack; about 

ments t~ey had made, by pouring in a confiderable number of 
troops, lOto ~ fubterranean pallage, that ha.d been opened by a 
fhelI, an~ whIch was not difcovered till the day cleared up. On 
the ce{fatlOn of arms, a capitulation took place, wherein aIm oft, 
all that was de fired was granted, in confideration of the brave 
defe~ce made by the gallant general Blakeney, and hi~ intrepid 
g;arnfoR. 
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70 mortars, 7bo,000 1. of gunpowder; 12,000 can­
non batls, and 15,000 bombs. The garrifon confifted 
of 2963 men, about 2300 whereof were military. 
The englifh 10ft during the fiege only 400 men either 
killed or wounded, by reafon of the galleries and 
cafefTIattes cut in the rock and bomb proof, in which 
they were fheltered. So that the garrifon confifted, 
at the time of the french landing at Minorca, of 
about 800 labourers, &c. and 2600 fo1diers, mak­
ing four regiments, viz. Rich's, Hulk's, Cornwal­
lis's, and Effingham's; but their colonels were not 
there; 60 of the inferior officers were alfo wanting, 
though expected from day to day; infomuch, that 
the befieged were commanded by three liem, colonels 
only, 23 captains, and a very few fubalterns. 

The 8th of july, M. de Richelieu embarked 011 

board the Foudroyant, with fame of the principal 
officers; and the fame day the whole french fleet 
hoifted fail, with feveral tranfports, carrying troops 
ahd artillery, and arrived fafe at Toulon the 16th; 
where as foon as M, de Richelieu landed, he was fa­
luted fllcceffively by the cannon of the whole fleet, 
and thofe of the forts. Some days after, all the 
troops arrived at Toulon and Marfeilles, except thofe 
that were left at Minorca, which confifted of I I 

battallions, with a detachment of royal artillery, con­
fifting of 100 men, and 'three engineers. The com­
mand of thefe troops was given to the count de 
Lannion, who was foon after made governor of the 
iOand. 

The king of France, to reward the bravery fhown 
by his trqops in the fiege of Minorca, made feveral 
promotions, as a reward for the fervice of the offi­
cers at the fiege, 

Such was the 10fs of the iOand of Minorca: a 10fs 
Iwhich cenainly ihins the annals of Britain, -in an in­
delible manner. Had the iOand been conquered by 
the french, in fpite of the united efforts of the eng­
Jifh fleet and garrifon ; or had not the englifh poiTdfed 
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a more powerful naval force than the french ~afioii; 
the cafe would have been altered; but it is with equal 
grief and concern, that I am obliged to own ande:x:~ 
plain (if it wants explanation) how much the politi~ 
cal charaCter of Britain foffered by this unfortunate 
lo[s. The miniftry in England were extremely 
blameable in not fending a ftronger fquadron fooner 
into the Mediterranean ; had a flout fleet been fent 
thither to cruife off Toulon, before the french fleet 
failed, it would ha've been quite out of theit power to 
tran[port an atniy to Minorca. For although they 
are able now and then to Dip by a fuperior fleet lying 
before their harbour's mouth, yet, it would have beell' 
equally impoffible to have effeCted that, and abfurd 
to have endeavoured to do the fame, when they had 
300 fail of tranfporrs to convoy. As to the cafe and 
merits of Mr. Byng, they are points fo very undeter­
mined, and fo much difputed, that their confideration' 
muft be deferred till I come to fpeak of his trial *. 

General 

• AbJ1:ract of all the ammunition expended in the fiege of Mi. 
norca, from the 30th of april, to the 30th of june, 1756. 

Shells. 

197z 
1385 
J 5 51 
<;73 8 

16572 
1032 hand gren::tdes. 

Total 28250' 

Carcalfes of 
Ditto of 
FirebalIi 

Inches. 

Inches. 

"rotal zoo 

Round 
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General William Blaken6!Y, the brave defender (jf 

St. Philip's, was born at Mount Blakeney,in the county 
of Limerick in Ireland, an no 1672, the feat of his an ... 
ceil:ors. He went early irito the army in the beginning 
of the queen's war, and was an enfign with lord Cutts 
at the fiege of Venlo. He was long overlooked and 
neglected for want of friends, till at lail: by the duke 
of Richmond's good offices, he was promoted to a 
regiment. He afterwards ferved againft the fpaniards 
at Carthagena, and commanded in Stirling came 
againft the rebels, in the late rebellion, when they 
laid fiege. to it, and wherein his courage and condua: 
gained him great applaufe. He was a long time lieu­
tenant governor of Minorca; and confidering his 
great merit, and unblemifued charaCl:er, was always 
put into the moft fevere and difagreeable employ­
ments. On his arrival in England, after his brave 
defence of St. Philip's, his majefty received him in 
the moft gracious manner; and he was foon after 
created a baron of the kingdom of Ireland, by the 

Round !hot. 
Weight. 

32 pound 
24 
18 
12 

9 
6 
4-

No. 
4001 
2061 

17600 
6059 
1940 
4~9 
556 

Double headed ihot. 
Weight. No. 

32 pounds 152 
18 155 
12 3 
9 13 
3 9 

Total 332 

Grape !hot. 
Weight. 

32 pounds 
18 
12 

9 
6 
4-
3 

Ii 
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49° 
17 1 

19 
37 

148 
IJ 
28 
53 

Total 959 

Pounds of powder expende.d. 

Barrels. 
3157 

Weight. 
49 

Ounces. 
IJ 

Reduced 'into pounds, 
make 

353639 pounds, and 13 ounces. 
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name and title of lord Blakeney of Mount Blakeneyt' 
in that kingdom. . 

I fhall conclude all what 1 have to fay on this fub. 
ject, with a few hints on what Minorca might have 
been, had the condua of Britain been (uch, in regard 
to that iOand, as might have been expected from the 
politics of a nation famous for their love of arts and 
fciences, and the improvement and cultivation of all 
their extenlive dominions. The natives of Minorca at 
prefent, are computed at about 28,000 ; but I leave the 
reader to judge, how much tha~ number would have 
been encreafed, had the whole ifland and every har. 
bour and creek in it been declared a free port, as 
foon as ever they fell under the ill~jea:ion of Eng. 
land; withom any fort of duties or fees, either upon 
importation or exportation, nor any tax upon goods 
of any kind, until they came into the retailer's or 
confumer's hands. Even then the taxes ought to 
have been as moderate, and collected in as eafy a man­
ner as poHible, in order to have made living in· the 
ifland both cheap and convenient; for very moderate 
taxes of this kind, with a land tax of two fhillings 
in the pound in the time of peace, and four in the 
time of war, always fully and equally, and for that 
reafon frequently affeffed,. would have probably pro­
duced as much as would have paid all the troops we 
ihould have been obliged to keep within the ifiand 
in time of peace; and perhaps would have fpared a 
confiderable fum yearly for maintaining and improv­
ing the fortifications of all thofe places, which could 
by nature have been the moft eafy fortified. 

And as this ifland lies fo conveniently for trade, 
and communication between the richeft parts of Eu­
rope, Alia, and Africa, it would certainly foon have 
become a general magazine, and mart for the trade 
of all thofe countries, if we had at firft eftabliihed 
the civil government and laws of England, for all 
britifh fu~jeCl:s and foreigners, who fhould come to 
fettle in, or trade to the ifland; and this would have 
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~ncrealeC1 conhderably the number of inhabitants. 
For this purpofe, it would -have been neceffary to 
have eftabliihed a civil as well as a military govern­
nor, and to have made the former abfolutely .inde­
pendent of i:he latter, unlefs when the inand was in 
danger of being invaded, and inartia11aw proclaimed 
with thi'! confent of a counfd and an affembly, the 
former appointed by the crown, alid the latter chofen 
by the people, with t~e approbation of the crown, 
or of fome officer appomted by the crown, for fuch 
a~ approbation wo'uld be neceffary to keep fatHous 
and feditious men oUt of the affembly. 

Another improvement which certainly ought to 
have been put in execution, was the erecring more 
fortifications in the Wand than one fingle citadel, fome 
of the cities, particularly Cituda.della ought to have 
been as completely- fortified as the nature of the 
ground would admit. The fort of St. Philip's ought 
not to have beeh fo large, nor works fa very ex­
tenfive, for at prefent they reqllire 8000 men to 
mart them: the length of the late fiege is no argu­
ment to the contrary, fince the duke de Richelieu's ' 
conduct at the fiege was fa extremely faulty, that it 
was reported another marllial of France was ready to 
fet out from Paris, to take the command from him, 
when the hews came of its furrender. And as the· 
ground on which Marlborough redoubt frands is 
very high, it ought certainly to have been included 
within a regular and ftrbng fortification: for the fur­
ther fecurity of the harbour of Port Mahon, the in­
tended fortification of cape Mala, ought to have been 
finifhed, and Phili.pet little redoubt very much en­
larged: and for the fecurity of the naval fi:ores, 
Bloody Wand ihould have been completely fortified 
a~l round, and filled with magazines, cafematted, and 
bomb-proof. 

With regard to the natural produce of the ifland, 
there are two n.eceffary materials for our manufaB:o­
ries, which it is furprifing wep; never yet produced 
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in c0p1t110n in the i!1and; either by. the riatlves, or 
by fending people thither for that purpoft, theie are 
cotton and filk; the planting of the cotton !hrub has 
been tried here with fuccefs, and the Maltefe produce 
fnch quantities of it, that they export I 5,000 quin~ 
tals of cotton wool yearly; therefore it ieems cer· 
tain, that it might be produced as freely at Minorca, 
and as the i!1ana is fo much larger thari Malta, we 
might have expected by this time to have had large 
quantities of cotton 'wool exported yearly, had we en· 
couraged the producing of it by allowing it to be im­
ported duty free. As to filk, it is very probable that 
mulberry trees would have done very well, if planted 
in Minorca, as great numbers grow in the countriesori 
all fides of it; if that. had been the cafe, it would cer­
tainly be a very fine place for breeding filk worms, 
as they feldom have any froft orfilOw, and never of 
any €ontinuarice; therefore the planting of [uch trees 
qught at leaft to have been tried; and if they had 
fucceeded (which is extremely probable) the pains 
and coft which might have been expended in the at­
tempt would very amply have been repaid us; but 
fuch was the ill-management of the engli1b miniftry 
from the time it came into our poifeffion, to the mo­
ment it was taken, that not one of thefe fchemes were 
ever trIed. But it is now time to return to the mo­
tions of. Mr. Byng's fleet. 

The latter end of may commodore Broderick had 
been fent from England to the Mediterranean with 
five !hips of the line to reinforce Mr. Byng's fleet; 
and .fome dg.ys after his fa.iling, advice having been 
receIved byway of France of that admiral's behaviour 
in the engagement of the 20th of may; fir Edward 
Hawke, with Mr. Saunders (who had been made an 
admira~ fome days before) and feveral captains, toge­
ther ~lth the earl of Panmure, and lord Tyrawley 
(appolllted goven~or of Gibraltar, iq the room of 
Mr. Fowke) were orgered to repair immediately to 
Portfmouth, there to embark on board the Antelope 

man 



( 99 ) 
man of war of 5® guns, and proceed to Gibraltar, 
where admiral Hawke had orders to take upon him 
the command of the fleet, together with Mr. Saunders, 
and fend Mr. Byng and Mr. Weft, and fome of the 
captains home immediately; lord Tyrawley had orders 
to fend Mr~ Fowke home at the fame time, under ar­
reft. They accordingly failed from Por'tfmouth in 
the Antelope, on the 16th of june, and arrived at 
Gibraltar" the 3d of july, when ilr Edward Hawke 
took the comman:d of his majefty's fleet; and the 
Antelope failed from Gibraltar the 9th, with Mr. 
Byng on board~ and arrived at Portfmouth after a 
iliort paffage; Mr. Weft repaired ,immediately to 
London, and was received by his ;najefty in the moft 
gracious manner. Mr. Byng on his arrival, was im­
mediately put under arreft. 

H 2 CHAP, 
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C HAP. VII. 

Affairs in England. In North America. Council of war 
at Albany. Plan of operations. Major general Aber­
crombie takes the chief command. Gallant allion un~ 
der Bradflreet. Of we go taken by the Jrerzcb. Reflec­
tions. Affairs in the Eafl-Indies. Nabob of Bengal 
takes Cahutta. Rejleftions. 

T HE. lofs of Minorca haJ thrown the nation ;nt-o 
a flame. The clamour againft the min~ftry 

was very great throughbut the whole kingdorit ; all 
the <;orporations in England prefented addrelfes to 
his majeHy, petitioning in the ftrongeft terms for a 
change of minifters and meafures: and indeed, the 
general defpondency which appeared in all ranks of 
men, from which, even the miniftry themfelves were 
not entirely free, owing to the 10fs of Minorca, and 
the dread of a french invafion, which had for fame 
time rooted deep in the minds of the people, was nOE 
altogether without fame reafon ; for without doubt, 
the nation was at this time in a very melancholy con­
dition, for though the war had not continued long 
enough for her refources to be exhaufted, yet the mean 
figure which we then made in the eyes of all Europe, 
was very mortifying to thofe engliihmoo, who had a 
true fenfe of their country's honour. The infulrs, 
the contemptuous llfage"and the hadh aCts of oppref­
fion, put llpon the engliih in general, throughout all 
the Mediterranean, were they not known faCts, would 
at prefent appear incredible. At this unhappy pe­
riod, the glory of our name was fullied, not only 
in Europe, but wherever eIfe they had to com­
bat with the viCtorious french: In ihort, the priva­
teers were the only viCtors which then belonged 
to llS'; and thefe were almoft ballanced by the num-
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ber of fuips taken by thofe of the french. The af­
fairs of North America wore the fame gloomy afpeCt 
that diftinguiihed the appearance of its mother 
country in Europe. 

There the french were ftill viaorious, at leafl: they 
were quite fuccefsful in their pl~n of operations in that 
country, which was by any means to feeure to them- . 
felves the fole trade and navigation of all the great 
lakes and rivers, on the hack of the englifu fettle­
menrs; to effect this, they had already made very 
great advances; thelY had ufurped all the immenfe 
traCt of 'lands on the river Ohio, and fecured it for 
the prefent by the important fortre[s of du ~efne ; 
they had fecured another traa by building the fort at 
Crown Point, and fort Cohairer; they had erecred a 
multitude of fmall forts on all the paires of the lakes 
to awe the indians and command their trade, thofe of 
Niagara and Frontenac, were the molt confiderable; 
the frontiers of the Carolina's were awed and curbed 
by fort Conde, befides many other forts of lefs con­
fequence flngly, but Of great importance an together, 
as they connecred the chain, which commanded an the 
frontiers of the englifu fettlements, from Nova Scotia 
to Georgia. And what added greatly to the ftrength 
andformidablenefs of the french in North America, 
was the dividedftate of the englifu colonies, whereas 
thofe of the french were al1 connected in one gene_ 
ral government, under the abfolute military controul 
of the governor general of Canada. It was under 
thefe great and manifeft difadvantages, that the new 
year, 1756, was opened in North America. 

Gener,al Shirley ftill continued commander in chief. 
I left him at New York, having fettledwith the 
grand council held there, the plan of operations, 
Which the reader may remember in my 4th chapter; 
he fet out for Albany and arrived there the 7th of 
may, a~d continuing his preparations till the 25th, 
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called a council of war, to adviCe on his fqture mea­
fures, and 1:.::: took their opinions jn every article, few 
of whirL were of importance. 

E: had heard fome time before, that there was ~ 
defign in England to fnperfede him; but this was un­
certain, till col. Webb arri ved at New York from. 
England, bringing two letters from his majefty'-s 
principal fecretaries of State, dated the 13th and' 
3 dl: of march; in the latter of which, he received 
his majefty's orders to repair'to England, On th~ 
20th of june, major general Abercrombie arrived at 
New York with Otway's, and the highland regi­
ments, from whence he went to Albany, in company 
with col. Webb, and the day following took ~lpon 
himfelf the chief command of all his majefty's forces 
in North America. Mr. Shirley gave general Aber­
crombie a very particular account in writing, of the 
flate of every part of his majefty's fervice under his 
care, with the ftrength of the regiments, garrifons~ 
and work:.; and alfo gave him his fentiments and 
advice in regard to the expeditions which were then 
in agitation, againfl the french. One of them, as it 
difpJays a great piece of bravery, I muft be more par­
ticular in mentioning. It was a very gallant aCtion 
under captain Bradftreet. That officer command. 
ing the battoes in their way to Of we go, was at­
tacked by a party of french and indians in ambuf­
cade; finding himfelf between two fires, he letired, 
with 'great dexterity to a little iOand on the river, 
where, for fome time, he defended himfelf with fix 
men, againft forty of the enemy, and obliged them 
to retire; being reinforced, he attacked a large body 
jnf1nitel y fuperior to his own, and gained a complete. 
viEtory over them, which was owing intirely to his 
own admirable conduct" and the aftonifhing bravery 
of his men. . 

In march laft the earl of Loudon had been appointed 
commander in chief of all his majefty's forces in 
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North America; and general Abercrombie rent over 
to affume the command,. till his lordfhip's arrival, 
which was on the~3d of july, at N~w York. 1\1r. 
Shirley having arriy!!g th~re tlie 4th, his lordfhip 
regardlefs of his eafe, jJnq the fatigues of a tedious 
voyage, refted there but three d<l.Ys; and on the 29th 
of july, reac~eel his head quarters at Albany) when 
he took upon himfelf the cQm mand Qf the army. 

Soon after his lordfhip's arrival, capt~ Bradfl:reet' 
difpatched itltel1igence~ that he was informed the 
french were preparing to attack Of we go, having 1200 
men for that purpofe encamped, not far from the 
eaftermoft fort. Upon receipt of this intelligence, 
general Webb was ordered to hold himfelf in readi­
pefs to march for its defence, with the 44th regiment; 
~nd on the 12th of auguft, the troops embarl~ed for 
that expedition, at Albany. . 

In the mean time, lieutenant colonel Mercer, com­
manding officer at Of we go, rece~ved repeat~d intell~­
gence, that the enemy had fome pla\e or camp -tQ 
the eaftward of Of we go, about 30 miles from it; 
and particularly on the 6th of augllfr, that there was 
a large encampment of french and indians about J 2 

miles to the eaftward of that fort; on thefe intel­
ligences, Mr. Mercer difpatched an exprefs boat 
~o the commanding oflker upon th~ lake, who was 
~hen out upon a cruife to the weftward, with a bri­
gantine and two Doops; letting him know that he 
intended next day to fen.d 400 men i~ whale boats 
to vifit the enemy, and defiring him to keep to the 
~afrward as much as he could, in order to cover the 
men ·In the boats, and hinder the enemy from ap­
proaching nearer; but by fome ftrange neglect, or 
fame othe-r private reafon, infread of complying there­
v,:ith, they '~etu~ned next day to Of we go, and in en-. 
geavouring to enter the harbour, the brigantine was 
driv.en ~y a gale- of wind upon rocky ground, where 
~"e lax bea_tipg a.bout 18 hO<Llfs, and was .. after-
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wards forced to heave down, ~n ~rder to have a. 
fa1fe keel. 

MonGeur Montcalm, the french general, having 
intelligence given him of the fituation of the englifh 
veffels, that the brigantine was ftranded, and the 
other two returned into harbQuf, took the opportu~ 
nity of tranfporting .. and landing ht:; artillery and 
troops in boats, within a mile and half 9f fort On-: 
tario; which, as a french officer declared after Of­
wego was taken, }:1e could nQ~ h<1.vc; 'q9,ne, had our 
veffeJs been out to the eaftward. ..., 

Their artillery, for drawin~ which they tranfported' 
35 horfes, confifted Qf abQpt 32 pieces of cannon, 
from 12 to 24 pounders, feveral large brafs mortar~ 
and hoyets (among which was the artillery taken from 
general Braddot~ at Monongahela) I and were all 
brought in battoes from Portland Point, as they coulq 
not have been mmfported by land from thence, on 
account of the great number of fwamps, drownec\ 
l;lnds, and creeks in the way; their forces confifted 
of about r800 regular troops, 2500 canadians, and 
500 ipdians. The french troops began to fire upon 
Of we go on the I I th of auguft, which was returned 
with [mall arms, and ~ight cannon fpm the fort, 
and !hells from the other fide the river. 
. In iliort, the force of the french amounting to up­
wards of 3000 men, after a few days defence, the 
garrifon was obliged to furrender; but not before 
their governor col. Mercer w<l;s killed by a cannol\ 
ball. 
. During the whole fiege, the foldiers be~aved with 
a remarl).able refolution and intrepidity againft the 
~nemy, exe'rting themfelves in the defe~ce of the 
place in every part of duty; and it was with great 
reluB:anc~, trat they were perfuaded by their officer~ 
to lay dQ\vn their arms, after the garrifon had capi-
tulated. . 
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Jmmediately after the furrender of Ofwego, the 
french demolifhed the works there~ and embarked 
w~~h their prifoners, provi60ns, artillery, and bOQty 
for fort Frontenac, in their way back to Montreal, 
~nq frpm thel1ce to OEebec, where the garrifoll was 
Fpt on qpard a merchant filip, , which fet fail directly 
for Portfmouth in England, and exchanged them 
for the fame number of french prifoners. 

Frpm wh.~~ I have faid, concerning the £lege of 
Of we go, the reader will perceive, that the lofs of that 
fortrefs.,- in all probability would not have happened., 
if they haa not brought a train of artillery againft it., 
and that was impracticable by any other means, than 
by water carriage on· the lake; and it appeared by 
the behaviour of the french veifels, and from the 
confeffion of the french officers themfelves, that 
ire f englifh veffels fitted out upon the lake were 
of fufficient' ftrength to have prevented the french 
froIl?- tranfporting their artillery, &c. by water; and 
c.onfemlently, if the ne'w noop and noop Of we go-had 
been in a ,$=ondition to have acted upon the lake, it 
would have rendered it quite impracticable for the 
enemy to have brought their artillery to Ofwego, even 
without the occafional affiftance of the whale boats. 
In regarcj. to the fhength of the forts at O[wego. 
for re£lQiQg an army furnifued with cannon, it was 
very infufficient; and the moil: particular partifans of 
general Shirley are forced to nur over this affair, in 
tre moil: plauilble manner they were able, as the argu­
ments they ufe for that end, are founded too much 
upon the general's intentions, and expectations of the 
fervice of the indians; furely he might have placed 
~he fafety of fo irl'lportant a pail: upon ftronger foun­
d'}tiprs, efpecially, as he had all along made Of we go 
one pf tpe principal articles of his management~ 
whilft ~e Ipd the chief command, and fpent fo much 
~ime there in perfon, in forwarding the fortifications; 
and, as I have fai~ before, had almoft finifhed the 
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tranfportation of provifions,. enough for 5000 meq for 
feveral months, to that fort; one would have thoughE 
that Mr. Shirley might have known, that thefe me­
thods muft all be tried in vain, uniefs he put the for,:, 
trefs itfe1f in fuch a ftate of defence, as to have 'no­
thing to fear from any arm'1-ments which the frend~ 
~ollld make againft it. 

I obferved before, that general ,Vebb was ordered 
to march to the relief of Of we go : he was. advanceq 
;l,S far as the german Batts, when he received an ex­
prefs from the commanding Qffi~e~, at th.e great Car­
rying-place, auguft the 17th, acquainting him, that 
Of we go was in the hands of the enemy. In anfwer 
to which, he received orders from gener;d Webb to 
employ as large a party of men as he could fpare, 
in obfrructing the paffage of the Wood-creek, for 24 
miles, by felling of trees a-crofs it; a~d in a few 
¢ays the general arrived there himfelf, and immedi­
ately fent out frefh parties to am[\: in ftopping up the 
paifage of the Wood-creek. Upon his arrival at the 
Carrying-place, there were about 1500 regular troops, 
there, which, together with the feamen, battoe-men, 
&c: made upwards of 2500 fighting men, and fir Will. 
Johnfon was then marching thither, with the albany 
militia. As general Webb was entirely ignorant of 
t.he ftrength of the french forces that had taken Of­
wego, or the rout they had marched, he encamped at 
the great Carrying-place, a.nd threw up an entrench­
ment and breaft-work round his camp, l,1POf\ which 
he mounted 28 pieces of cannon. 

But foon after, repeated intelligence be~ng brought. 
to the genera], that the french had evacuated Of we­
go, ~nd were marching horne again; he ordered all 
the battoes he had with him, to b.e loaded with all 
the frores, can.non, ammunition, and provifions that 
were there, and proceed back again to Alb~ny: and 
as to the forts at the Carrying-place, he ordered them 
to be pulled down, burnt, and defrroyed. This was 
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of very bad' confequence; for the indians ,inhabiting 
the country round thefe forts, 'were no fooner left 
unprotected, than they wavered in their alliance with 
the englifh; and this meafure was alfo neeqlefs in 
another refpect, as the french who conquered Of we go 
had ma"rched back again; whereas, general Webb 
:ftopp~d up the Wood-creek, and demolifhed the forts 
at the great Carrying-place, in expectation of the 
cl1emy's marching againft him. 

This was the laft affair in which Mr. Shirley was 
;my ways concerned, as commandcr- in chief; I mean 
the 10fs of O[wego. . It is very difficult to pronounce 
decifively on the abilities of ~ man, from the tranf­
actions he is concerned in during one year's command; 
at leaft this is the cafe with regard to general Shirley: 
with great juftnefs,· and the ihicteft impartiality one 
may venture to pronounce, that he was an able man, 
though unequal in appearance to the weight of pub­
lic- care, ,vhich he a{fumed when he und,ertook the 
chief command; the greateft flaw in hi~ conduCt 
was the 10fs of Of we go, the prefervation of which 
place, he had many times declared to be the chief 
point he had in view for a long time; and it is na­
tural to fuppofe, that when a general himfelf l~nder­
takes to fee any poft fortified, that fuch a fortrers 
:Q1ould at leaft be {hong enough to refift a an ene­
my a reafonable time; at leaft this was certainly to 
have been expected in regard to Of we go : but after 
all the objections which have been raifed againft his 
conduCt, yet we fhould remember, that if, upon the 
moft {triCt enquiry, we find he was in his com­
mand very faulty,. thofe minifters in England, who 
permitted him to continue in it, were alfo faulty, 
in a like proportion, for not being acquainted with 
the merit!1 of the man they prom'oted. It was in­
deed _ a little unuf\lal to find a private perfon, who 
had been originally bred to the law, at the uni­
verGty in Cambridge, -and feeking his fortune in the 

manner 
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manner Mr. Shirley did, rife almoft at once to be 
generaliffimo in America, with the appointments and 
pay of the great duke of Marlborough. 

Such was the bad fuccefs of his majefty's arms in 
Amerita; and in the Eaft-Indies, affairs wore a 
frill worfe afpect: the company, by the bad rna," 
nagement of their affairs, which is juft what one 
would expea from the dominion of a company of 
traders, loft their valuable fettlement at Bengal. 
It feems that Alvedeikam, nabob of Bengal, having 
died in the beginning of may 1756, his nephew, 
Saradjot Dollah fucceeded him. This fucceffion oc~ 
cafioned much difcontent, and trou ble. Saradjot 
proving a moft abomin<l.ble tyrant, his fubjects many 
Qf them confpired againft him, and being difcovered.~ 
took refuge in the englifh fettlernent at Calcutta. 
The nabob marched againft that place with an army, 
and after making fome enormous demands, laid 
J1ege to it; governor Dr-k- pretended to be a quaker, 
perfuaded many people to fend their tfeafures on 
board a fhip in the river with him to fave them, which 
many did; the governor then, with the officer next 
in command, fet fail, and left the garrifon, \mCom­
manded, to take care of themfelves. They, dif-, 
pirited by this behaviour, foon fur rendered, and 
were treated with the gre'lteft cruelty; what 200 of 
them fuffered in the black hole is too iliocking anc\ 
too frelli in everyone's memory to be forgot. h 
was expected that the governor would have been 
called to account for his bad behaviour at Calcutta; in 
leaving the garrifon to take care of themfelves ; 
but he efcaped without fo much as a trial; it wa~ 
{aid for his excufe, that he was a quaker, and con.,. 
fequently his confcience would not allow him to 
fight; but fuppofing that was the cafe, yet there re­
mains a query that will be difficult to be anfwered; 
and that is, why did the next commanding officer 
follow fo bad an example and go away with h~rp., 

that 
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that gentleman was no quaker by religion, although 
he !hewed himfelf to have the fame averfion to 
fighting. It is equally a difgrace to the engli!h 'Eaft­
India company, the appointing a quaker to be com­
mander of a place of fuch importance, and the lea"," 
ing it in fuch a defencelefs condition: but fuch 
overfights and weak management is generally to be 
found in the affairs of a company of traders, who 
as [uch may be con[picuous, but as warriors con­
temptible. ' 

C H.A P. 
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C HAP. VnI. 

Affairs in Europe. Court martial on lieut. gen. Fo'wke: 
Ref/eftions. Recapitulation of the Affairs of Germany. 
Negotiations in Germany, from 1744 to 1756. Mea­
jitres of the courts of Vienna, Peterjburg, and DreJden. 
'fhey prepare for war. King of PrujJia's memorial to 
the empreJs queen, and her anJ'wer. COJzduft of the 
court of Saxony. Of his prujJian majefly. Reflec~ 
tions. 

I N Europe, the affairs of the britifh nation wore 
but a gloomy afpect, proceeding from the fenCe of 

thoCe difgraces, which that brave people met with in 
other parts of the world; and w4i,ch tould not but 
damp the fpirits of every engliihman, who had the 
leaft regard for the honour and welfare of his coun­
try. During the courfe of the unfortunate year, 1756, 
England was ftripped of the valuable ifland of Mi­
florca, and fuffered a revere difgrace under admiral 
Byng. In North America, the important fortrefs of 
Ofwego was conquered by the french ; and a general 
unfLlccefs fullied the britifh arms. In the Eaft-Indies 
indeed, the pirate Angria was conquered, and there­
by the india company received great advantages, their 
trade was more [ecLlre and lefs interrupted; but 
this good fortune was [oon after followed by the lofs 
of Calcutta; fo that in this country, the englifh were 
far from being fuccefsful; and then adding to thefe 
inftances, the fuccefs which the french met with in 
their fmall fquadrons, alw!1 ys efcaping the fuperior 
ones of the englifh, we may jufl:ly conclude, with re­
peating how much the martial credit of the nation 
fuffered by the events which happened from the be­
ginning of this war, to the period I am now fpeaking 
of. But to return. 

The 
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The reader may remember, that when Admiral 
13yng arrived at Gibraltar, in his way to the telief of 
Minorca, he, purfuant to his inftruCl:ions, demanded 
bf lieut. gen. Fouke a detachment from his garrifon, 
equal to a: battalion, to take on board his fleet and 
carry to reinforce the garrifon of St. Philip's; and 
that Mr. Fowke had. received his majefty's orders to 
comply with fuch demand; but he, in confequence 
of the weakne[s of his garrifon, called a council of 
war at Gibraltar, to confider whether it was expedietlt, 
as the ftate of affairs then frood in the Mediterra­
nean, to obey thefe commands; arid that it was re­
[oIved by this coun~il of war, not to fend fuch a de. 
tachment on board Mr. Byng's fleet. It was for dif­
obedience to thefe orders, that lieut. gen. Fowke was 
brought before the following board of general officers, 
appointed to enquire into his behaviour, and who met 
the loth of auguft, 176o, viz. 

Gen. fir Robett Rich, prefident, 
Ge-n. fir John Ligonier, 
Lieut. gen. Hawley, 
Lieut. gen. lord Cadogan, 
Lieut. gen. Guife, 
Lieut. gen. Onflow, 
Lieut. gen. Pultney; 
Lieut. gen. Huike, 
Lieut. gen. Campbell, 
Lieut. gen. lord de la Wart, 
Lieut. gen. Charles duke of Marlborough, 
Lieut. gen. Wolfe, 
Lieut. gen. Cholmondeley, 
Major gen. LafcelIes; 
Major gen. Rockland, 
Majorgeo. lord Geo. Beauclerk. 

The members of this court being fworn, and the 
neceifary papers read, the judge advocate opened the 
l'rofecuoon, -by accufing the general of difobedience 

to 
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to his majefty's orders. The nature of this COUrt 
martial, did not require that many witneffes fhould 
be examined, the principal part of the proceedincrs 
was the general's defence. Having prepared it, it w~s 
tead, and was as follows; 

" That he received thefe three Jetters together; by 
the fame han'd, and muft therefo'te take them toge­
ther. That his orders wer::: confufed at leaft, if not 
contradictory: tliat if they were tonfufed, then he 
could not know how to execute them; and if tlley 
were contradictory, they could not be execlltea at all. 

My orders being confufed and contradictory, I calle"d 
a council of war, not to deliberate whether I fhould 
obey my orders or not, but only to take their fenfe, 
what was the meaning of them. 

The whole number which I had then in garrifo'n, 
was but 2'700 men; I had fpared to Mr. Edgecomb's 
fhips 230, which, with 40 of my men' which he had 
left in St. Philip's, made 270. The ordinary duty 
of the garrifon re'quired in workmen and guards 800 

men, fo that I had then only 130 meri more than 
three reliefs. If I had made the detachment of a bat­
talion, and put it on bOard the fleet, I iliould not 
then have had much more than twO reliefs, and this 
at a time, when I believed the place was in danger 
of being attacked, for good reafons, which I do not 
think myfelf at liberty to mention." 

When the judge advocate had finiJPed reading the 
general's defence; Mr. Fowke made a fpeech to the 
court, by which he enforced what he before infifted 
'upon, that the orders delivered to him were confufed 
and contradictory, and that in every fenfe that could 
be put upon them, they were diicretionary, that is to 
fay, to be complied with, or not to be complied 
with, according as the admiral and he ihould, from 
the then circumftances of affairs, judge [0 be moft 
for his majefty's fervice. 

The reader perceives, that the general's defence 
confifts in the fuppofition of his order's being dif­

crerionary 
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ctetionary, and thefe certainly were (orne queftions, 
which would make one think. they either were fa, 
or contradictory. The judge advocate being ordered 
to read a letter from the fecretary at war to general 
Fowke, began it thUs: 

" I wrote to you by genera] Stuart; jf that order 
" is not complied with, then you are," &c. &c. 

Upon which the general very naturallyalked, hC1W 
,could his lordfhip write, " If that order is not corn­
u plied with," if he had thought it an abfolure order, 
and not difcretionary. 

Another" very odd anfwer was m~de, during the flt­
ting of the court, which is very worthy of being re­
membered to the credit of its author. 

General Fowke alked the fecretary at war, " But 
c, is it not the cuftom of your office, when fecond 
" orders are intended to fL p~rrede the firft, to men­
u tion that they do fa?" In reply to which, my lord 
Barrington faid, " I had then been but about four 
" months in my office." This imfwer, I think, needs 
no comment. 

When the queftion came to be pt.lt, to acquit or 
to fufpend for one year, the court was equally di­
vided, there being eight for acquitting, and eight for 
fllfpending; and as, in fuch cafes the prefident has a 
cafting vote, he gave it for fllfpending. , Which fen­
tence being reported to his majefty, he thought fit to 
difmifs him from his fervice. 

Such were th~ refollltions of this council of war. 
I ~uft make a few remarks on the evidence that ap­
peared on the trial, which I ihall do with the ftriCl:eft 
impartiality. General Fowke received two orders 
from the' fecretary at war, the firft to receive lord 
Robert Bertie's regiment into his garrifon, and to 
fend a detachment on board the fleet; the fecond 
faid nothing about lord Robert Bertie's regiment, 
but repeated the other order. On the receipt 
of them, he directly called a cOllncil of war, and 
kid befoE~ them theftate of his own garriion, and 
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.the difficulty of throwing fuccours into MillOrca, and 
deured their opinion concerning the expediency of 
obeying his orders, whether it was for his majefty's 
iervice. The general afterwards in his defence de­
clared, that he called this council of war, not to con­
fIder whether he ilionld obey his orders, ,or not, 
but to know the meaning of them: if this was really 
the cafe, would it !1ot have been natural for him 
to lay his orders before them, and, in one word to 
afk their opinions, whether they were difcretionary 
or abfolute; but fo far from this, there never pa1Ted 
a doubt about his orders, the point in difpl1te amongff 
them was, whether they iliould be obeyed, or no. 

One point, indeed, fpoke for him, which was the 
beginning of lord Barrington's letter, of the uth of 
may. "I wrote you by general Stuart; if that or­
" der was not complied with, then/' this was in' 
one {enfe faying, that the order by general Stuart was 
difcretionary, for his lordfhip muft know, or had at 
leaft great reafon to think, that Mr. Fowke had re­
ceived thofe by· general Stuart. But what con­
demns him moft of all was, his letter to the fecre­
tary at war, dated the 6th of may, whereih he telIs, 
him, " That he had, with the advice of a council of 
., war, difobeyed his order, and that he had been in­
" duced to act f01 on the confidetation of the weaI~ 
" fiate of his garrifon ;" but never once mentions 
that he had aCted according to his judgment in obe­
dience to his 10rdfhip's dilcretionary orders; whieh 
he certainly would have done, had he really thought 
they we-re difcretionary. If the general thought his 
orders to be fo undoubtedly difcretionary, what oeca­
lion was there to call a council of war, to know 
their meaning? as be fays in his defence he did. III 
iliort, it was that fatal letter to lord Barrington, which 
convinced the court martial of the genetal's difobedi­
fnee; had h~ not produced it, many have thought, 
that he would have been acquitted.; but that letter 

convinced 
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~onvrrked thein, that he himfelf thougl1this orders 
abtolute. / 

But to leave the gloomy: affairs of England for a 
. fnoment', and turn our eyes on thofe of more re· 
fplendent and magnificent, eclat; we muft accompany 
'the reader through the principal courts in Germany, 
and point out ~he feeming fecret caufes of thofe great 
'events, which fat fome years held all Europe equally 
in fufpence, and aftonifhment. As the courts of 
Berlin and Vienna were the principals-in this famous 
conteit, it will pe neceffary (for t'he information of 
the reader) to pretent him with a--fempirulation ofihe 
general affairs of Germany, antecedent to the period 
I am fpeaking of: and more particularly of the two 
courts abovementioned. 

Everyone, who is the Ie aft verfed in the hiftory 
of Germany, muil: know, that Frederick William 
the lId, eleaor of Brandenburg, was one of the 
greate(t and. moil: diftinguiihed princes of his time, 
both for wifdom and courage; wh.ich were always 
properly employed for his own fecurity, and the be:­
nelit of his people. He entered upon the government, 
in the year 1640, a time when the affairs of Germany, 
and his own, were In a very difficult and embarraffed 
firuation. In the year 1687, this prince came to an 
amicable conclufion with the emperor Leopold, in 
relation toa difpute, which had long fubfiil:ed, con­
cerning the principality of J agerndorff in Silefia; the 
inveftiture of which had been conferred on the mar­
graves of Brandenburg, by Lewis, king of Bohemia, 
about the year 1523 i which duchy had afterwards 
been'refumed by the houfe of Auftria, under [eve­
ral trifling pretenfions, at times when the. power of 
the auftrian· family was undifturbed, and that of 
Brandenburg involved in theconfufion of war. In 
,-;ompenfation for this principality, the eIeaor had 
the territory of Schwibus, in the northern part or 
Silefia. yielded up to him, which the emperor afterwards 
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fuund r'l1eans to obtain back from his fon and illc­
ceiror. 

Frederick III fucceeded his father in the eleCl:orate 
of Brandenburg,. in april, 1688 ; and, like feveral ot 
his predeceffors, entered upon the adminiftration of 
affairs, at a conjunCl:ure, which required a prince of 
great parts to conduct them to advantage. 

This great and magnificent prince died in the 
56th year of his age, and was fucceeded in all his 
dominions by Frederick William, prince royal of 
Pruffia, and electoral prince of Brunfwick, whofe 
reign was no lefs glorious, than that of his father'sj 
ihewing, in every tranfaCl:ion of his life, that he was 
in every inftance careful to maintain and fupport his 
own dignity, to fecure his dominions, to make him-. 
felf reipeCl:ed by his neighbours, to keep his troops 
and fortreires conftantly in filch a pofture, as might 
prevent his being hurt by \lny unforefeen accident; 
and give him an opportunity, where the circumftan­
ces of things would pennit it, of turning any fuch 
accident to his advantage. It was with this view, 
that he kept always on foot, between 80 and 100,000 

regular troops well paid, and perfeCl:ly well difc!­
pEned; at the fame time that he was no lefs careful 
of his revenues, as being thoroughly fenfible, that 
if ever a war became neceifary, treafure would be to 
the full as needful as troops. 

Charles Frederick, the prefent king of Pruffia, and 
elector of Brandenburg, was born january the 24th, 
17 I 2, and confequently was in the 29th year of his 
age, when he mounted the tllrone. I ihall be more 
particular in what relates to this great monarch, an­
tecedent to the period I ihall attempt to write the 
hiitory of, as he afterwards ihone forth with fo diftin­
gllifuing a lllftre, in the late war. 

The· very dawning of this young monarch's go­
vernm~nt d:ew the attention of all Europe, and 
gave hIS neIghbours very jllft ideas of what might 
be expeCl:ed in the progrefs of it. He had been but 
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tndifferently treated in his father's life-time, and 
there copfequeI;ltly were many who dreaded his re ... 
{entments; but he puni1h~d c no body except the 
coun(eUor Eckard, whom he ordered to depart his 
dominions, becaufe he had been a confrant devifer 
of taxes, and the principal infrrument of the late 
king, in laying burthens upon his fubjee;s ; fo that 
in his manner of ~reating him, the nGw monarch 
fhewed that he could avenge the wrongs done to his 
people, though he was at the fame time patient un"" 
der his own. He was no fooner poffeffed of the 
crown, than he declared himfelf a proteCtor of learn.­
ing; and by a letter written with his own hand, in::­
vited the famous Mr. Maupertuis fronl Paris, to tak~ 
upon him the direCtion of the ~c;J,dcrmy c;>f Berlin; 
or, as the king himfelf elegantly expreITed it, to graft 
the flips of true fcience pn the wild ftocks in the 
north *. 

This young J,11onarch, ip the difputes he had con,. 
cerning ,the barony of Herfr,all, and principality of 
Neufchatd, with the bi .. fhop of Liege, :lnd the duke 
of Chevreufe, manifefted to his neighbours, the firm., 
nefs and vigour of his governmeut. The~e however, 
were but as preludes to ~he grc;at frroke of all, by 
which his majeJ1:y add,ed a, great part of the rich and 
fruitful country of S\le~. tc;> h~s domiqions: which, 
as it has been confidered as the c;>ccaGon of the gene­
ral war of 1741, ~d bore a confiderable ihare in. 
tha~ of w.hi~h I am giving the hiftory; the reader 
will naturally expeCt, that we ihould be a little 
more. p;J.rti<;:u.lar in th,e accovnt of th.is fi.ngular tranf­
~Ction. 

I have already ihowl1, that the;, ho.ufe of' Branden­
burg had a very fair title to the principality of J;1-
gerndorf, and other, territories in that country, which 

• Vide PreCent State of Europe, frol,ll which ingenious work 1-
~ave taken great part of this accouut of the king of Pruflia1. pre-
~e~in¥ the war. . . 
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the emperor, notwithftanding united to the kingdom 
or Bohemia; but as the eleCtor ftill kept up his claim, 
and the houie of A ll(l:ria had great need of his amfl'­
anee, it was found neeeffary to give him fome fatis­
faCtion; abd accordingly a treaty was fet on foot at 
Berlin, in 1686, whereby it was ftipulated, that,the 
elector fhould renounce all the pretenfions of his. 
houfe, to the principalities of Jagerndorf, Lignitz, 
Brieg and \Vohau, upon condition that the emperor 
fhotlld yield to the eleCtor, the territory of Schwibus., 
The baron de Fry tag, who managed this negotia­
ation for the court of Vienna, with the elector Fre­
derick II, fet on foot at the fame time another clan-. 
defrine treaty with the electoral prince Frederick, whq 
was afterwards Frederick III, eleCtor of Branden­
burg, though he is generally called Frederick I, be­
caufe .he was the firft king of Pruffia. 

The nature of this fecret negotiation was. very 
dark; for there were fome family difputes, in which 
the emperor threatened to take part againft the 
prince, if, at the fame time his father fu~fcribed the 
treaty abovementioned, he did not fubfcribe an obli: 
gation to give up, as foon as it fuould be-in his power 
the territory of Schwibus, for a fmall fum of money. 
Accordingly, when he became elector of Branden­
burg, the money was ofrered, and the territory de­
manded; but all the counfellors of the new eleCtor 
advifed him not to part with it, as he had been com-: 
pelled to' make this agreement,. which, in its own 
nature therl;fore was void; but the emperor Leopold 
infifting upon it, and threatening to ufe force, he 
yielded up the territory; hut refufed' to confirm 
the renunciation made by his father, of his for~ 
mer right. 

Thus the reader fees, in a, few words, the nature of 
the king of Pruilia's claim; he reprefented both 
~rederick II, and ~re~erick III, confeq~ently the 
nghts ot both were m hIm; and, as the houfe of Au~ 
ftria had taken away the equivalent, he conceived he 
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had a jufr right to the territories formerly in th~por· 
feffion of his family, viz. the principality of J agern­
~orf, and other countries, of which he refolved im­
mediately to take. poffeffion. Be had two reafons for 
ilcting in this manner, without any previous decla­
rations made to the court of Vienna; the firft was, 
that the male line of the houie of Aufrria being ex­
tinct, and the power of that family thereby weakened; 
he thought this a favourable opportunity of doing 
himfelf juftice; ;md that h~ fhould be wanting to 
hitnfelf and his pofterity, or fucceffors, if he neglect­
ed it.· His fecond, that the eleCtor of Bavaria and 
the king of Spain forming pretenfions upon the em­
peror's fucceffion, he was defirous of reconciling his 
view of doing himfelf jufrice, to the .inclination he 
J"lad of affifting Mary The~efa queen of Hungary, 
in maintaining her rights to her father's dominions~ 
;a.greeable to the pragmatic fanction. 

At the fame time therefore, that he ordered his 
troops to march into Silefia, which was in december, 
1740, he declared toh e court of Vienna, that not­
withftanding this ftep, he was difpofed to promote 
fhe election of the duke of Lorrain to the imperial 
dignity; that he was willing to advance the queen 
of Hungary two millions of florins; and that he was 
ready to ~mploy all his forces in defending her do­
minions, agaiI4ft ~ll her competitors. But thefe pro­
politions wer~ a.bfo1utely rejected, upon which a war 
enfued. It is to be obferved, that in this article I 
am ftating the claims, pretenfions, and' meafures of 
his pruffian maje~y, as matters of fact; and am very 
far from taking upon me to decide, whether the for­
.mer were well or ill founded, and confequently whe­
ther the latter were right Qf wrong; but thus much. 
1 think, -I may be allowed, to fay, that if the court 
of Vienlila had accepted of this propofal, the war in 
Germany had been prevented,· and the emprefs 
queen had not yielded more to the king of Pruffia, 
~l~an fue was obliged to do afterw~rds, after all the 
. . I 4. bloo~ 
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blood and treafure fpent on both fides in this fatal 
quarrel. . 

His pruffian majefty carried his point in the firft 
inftance; that is to fay, he made himfelf mafter ot 
Si~efia, without much oppofition; and the auftriaps 
.having brought a great army into the field, under, 
the command of the ,field marihal count Nieuperg; 
in the beginning of the next fpring, his pruffian rna­
jefty gave that army battle, the loth of april, .1741, 
at Molwitz, in which, though with great effufion of 
blood, he gained the viCtory. In may, 1742, he 
fought the famous battle of Czafiau, in which he 
alfo claimed the victory; but both parties being now 
weary of the war, a treaty of peace was-negotiatec! 
between his majefty on one part, and the queen of 
Hungary on the other, which was concluded apd 
figned junt the I I th, at Brefiau in Silefia; by which 
the greateft part of that duchy, and the whole coun­
ty of Glatz were yielded to his majefty. 

But this valuable cefIion did nor hinder him from 
enteri~g into the league of Frankfort, in fupport of 
the emperor Charles VII, in confequ~nce of which~ 
he invaded Bohemia, and took the city of Prague, 
in june, 1'744, won the uncontefted victory of Fried-­
burg in june, 1745, and drat of Stadent~ in the fep­
tember following: Yet, the auftrians ftiU perfifting 
to continue the war, prefuming on the diverfion to 
be made by a great body of ruffian auxiliaries, which 
it was fuppofed would have marched through Poland 
into his territories. But his pruffian majefty took 
advantage of the feafon, and while his enemies were 
pleafing themfelves, with the hopes of invading and 
ruining his country, the old prince of Anhault Deffau, 
with a pruffian army entered their's. The king of 
Poland was obliged to abandon his here,ditary. domi­
nions, and to retire to the frontiers of Bohemia for 
fafety. Leipfick op<med her gates to the conquer0r, 
and though a numerous army of faxons and auftrians 
tnterpo[ed, to pref~rve Drefden, yet, december the 
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4th, 1745, they were totally defeated by the prince 
of Anhalt Deffau, with half their number of pruffian 
troops. , 

The king entered Drefden in triumph, and having 
O\1'ercome all his enemies, on' the 14th of the fame 
month, overcame' his provocation and refentment; 
and in the full warmth of victory, gave them a 
fair and equitable peace. By which, Silefia was 
again folemnly yielded to him; the faxons gave him 
one million of crowns for the expence of the war; 
his majefty acknowledged the emperor, guarantied 
the domii1ions of the emprefs queen, and included' 
his ally, the elector Palatine, in the fame treaty~ 
which was negotiated under the mediation of his bri­
tannic majeily, and the conclufion of which, once 
more fettled the tranquility of Germany. 

I now come to the negotiations, which gave rife 
more immediately to the war, of which I am giving 
an account; but the more dearly to do this, it is ne­
ceffary to look back, a little before the peace of 
Drefden, which I have juil mentioned. I fhall here 
acquaint the reader, that moil of the faCts mentioned 
in my account of that feries of projects, confpiracies, 
treachery of the courts of Vienna, and Dreiaen. 
is feleCted from the authentic pieces publifhed by 
his majeily of Pruffia, when he poffeffed himfelf of 
Drefae,n. 
, To come at the fource of all thefe dark negotia­
tions, which afterwards threw the greateil part ot 
Europe into a flame, we muft look back as far as 
the war that preceded the peace of Drefden. The 
f{)nd hopes that the two courts of Auilria and Saxony 
had conceived, upon the fuccefs of the campaign, ill 
1744, gave occafion to a treaty of eventual partition, 
which they concluded the 18th of may, 1745, agree­
a~1ty to which, the court of Vienna was to have the 
duclly of Silefia, and the county of Glatz; and the 
king 'of Poland, elector of 'Saxony, the duchies of 
Magdeburg, and Crofien, the circles of Zullichow~ 
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:).nd Schwibus, together with the pruffian part of Lu,. 
fatia; or only part of thofe provinces, .in proporti~n 
to their conquefts. . 

Soon after the peace of Drefden, which was figned 
the 25th of december, 1745, there was no further 
room for a treaty of fo extraordinary a nature, as 
that of an eventual partion, with regard to a power, 
with whom the two contracting parties lived in peace; 
but yet the court of Vienna made no fcruple to pro­
pofe to the court of Saxony, a new treaty of alliance, 
in which they fhould likewife renew the treaty of even~ 
tual partition, of the 18th of may ~ 1745. 

The court of Saxony thought it neceffary, in the 
firfl: place, to give a greater confifl:ency to their plan, 
by grounding it upon an alliance between the court~ 
of Ruffia and Vienna. Thefe two powers did in fact 
conclude a defenfive alliance at Peter{burg, the ~2d 
of may, 1746. But it is eafy to perceive, .that the body 
or ofl:enfible part of this treaty was drawn up merely 
with a view, to conceal the fix fecret articles from 
the knowledge of the public; the fourth of which is 
levelled fingly againfl: Pruffia, according to the coun­
terpart of it, found by his pruffian majefl:y amon~ 
the other fl:ate papers, in the cabinet at Drefden, 

In this article, t;he emprefs queen of Hungaryanq 
Bohemia, fets out with a protefl:ation, that fhe will 
religiouily obferve the treaty of Drefden ; but ih(l 
fays a little lower, " If the king of Pruffia fhould 
.. , be the firfl: to depart from this peace, by attacking 
" either her majefl:y, the emprefs queen of Hungary 
" and Bohemia, or her majefl:y the emprefs of Ruffia, 

"(C or even the republic of l'oland, in all which cares~ 
" the rights of her majefl:y, the emprefs queen to. 
" Silefia, and the county of Glatz, would again take 
" place, and recover their full effect; the two (on­
" tratting parties fhan mutually affifl: each other 
" with a body of 60,oQO men, to reco~lquer Silefia, 
.. , &c," 
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The reader will at once perceive the unjuft ten­

~ency of this article; and thefe were the titles, by 
which the court of Vienna propofed to avail itfelf of, 
for.the recovery of Silefia. Every war that could 
\lrife between the king of Pruffia and Ruffia, or the 
republic of Poland, is to be looked upon as a mani­
feft infraCtion of tbe peace of Drefden, and a revival 
of the rights of the houfe of Auftria 'to Silefia; 
th()ugh neither Ruffia nor the republic of Poland 
were at all concerned in the treaty of Drefden; a,nd 
though the latter, with which Pruffia otherwife lived 
in the moft intimate friend!hip, was not then even in 
alliance with tlie court of Vienna. From this it feerns 
very manifeft, that the 4th fecret article of the treaty 
of Peteriburg, is fo far from being a defenfive alli­
ance, that it contains a plan of an offenGve alli­
ance, tending to wreft Sildia from the king of 
Pruffia. . 

From this article it [eems obvious, that the court 
.pf Vienna had prepared three pretences for the re­
covery of Silefia; and by comparing it with her con­
duCt frbm that time, it is very vifible that !he thought 
to attain her end, either by provoking the king of 
Pruffia to commence a war againft her, or by kind­
ling one between hIS majefty and Ruffia or Poland, 
by her fecret intrigues or machinations; confidering 
which, it is not a matter of any wonder, that this 
treaty of Peteriburg i110uld have been the hinge liPon 
which all the auihian politics have turned, from the 
peace of Drefclen to this time; and that the nego­
tiations of the court of Vienna have been principally 
direCted to ftrengthen this alliance, by the acceffion 
of other powers. 

The court of Saxony was the nrft that was invited to 
this acceffion, in the beginning of the year, 1746. 
They eagerly accepted the .invitation, as foon as 
made; furni!hed their minifters at Peterfburg, count 
de Vicedom, and the Geur Pezold, with the neceifary 
full powers for that purpofe; and ordered them to 
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declare, that their court was not only ready to accede 
to the treaty itfelf; but alfo to the fecret article againft 
Pruffia: and alfo, that if, upon any frefh attack from 
the king of Pruffia, the emprefs queen fhould, by 
their affiftance, happen not only to reconquer Silefia. 
and the county of Glatz, but alfo to reduce him Within 
narrower bounds; the king of Poland, as elector of 
Saxony, would ftand to the partition ftipulated between 
his polifh majefty and the emprefs queen, by the 
convention figned at Leipfick, the 18th of may, 1745. 
Count Lofs, the faxon minifter at Vienna, was charg-. 
ed, at the fame time, to open a private negotiation.,. 
for fetding an eventual partition of the conquefts, 
which fhould be made on Pruffia, by laying down, 
as the bafis of it, the :partition treaty of Leipfick, of 
the 18th of may,I145. 

Throughout this unaccountable n~gotiation, it was 
affeCtedly fuppofed, that the king of Pruffia would 
be the aggreifor againft the. court of Vienna. But 
what right could the king of Poland draw from thence, 
to make conquefts upon the king of Pruffia? Or, if 
his polifh majefty, in the quality of an auxiliary, 
would alfo become a belligerent party; it could not 
be taken amifs, that his pruffian majefty fhould treat 
him accordingly, and regulate his conduct by that of 
the court of Saxony. This is a truth that was aGo! 
knowledged, even by the king of Poland's own privy 
council; for being confulted upon their mafter's ac­
ceffion to the treaty of Peterfburg, they were of opi­
nion, that the 4th fecret article went beyond common 
rules; and that his pruffian majefty might look upon 
the acceffion to it as a violation of the peace of. 
Drefden. 

Count Bruhl, prime minifter to the king of Poland~ 
being, without doubt, thoroughly convinced himfelf 
9£ this truth, did all in his power to conceal the ex­
i{\ence of the [ecret articles of the treaty of Peterfburg. 
For, at the tIme that he was eagerly negotiating in 
RlIffia~ upon his court's acceffion to it, and to its fe-
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~ret articles, he caufed a folemn declaration to be made 
at.Paris, " That the treaty of Peterfburg, to which 
" his polifh majefty . had been invited to accede, did 
c'c not contain any thing more than what was in the 
r;, german copy," as appears from the count de 
Bruhl's letter to ~ou!1t Lofs of the 18th of june, 1747 ; 
and by a memorial, which count Lofs delivered in 
confequence of it. . 

It is true., that the court of Saxony did yet defer, 
fFom one time to another, their acceding in form to 
l.he treaty of Petedburg; but they did not fail to let 
their allies know, again, and again,. that they were 
ready to accede to it, without refl:riCtion, as foon as 
it could be done without too evident riil<:, and their 
fuare of the advantages to be gained ihould be fe­
cured to them. This principal is clearlyeX"preifed, in 
the infl:ruCtions given the 19th of february, 1750, to 
general d' Arnim, when he was going to Peterfburg~ 
'as minifl:er from Saxony. This court being invited a­
freIb, in the year, I 751, to accede to the treaty of 
Peterfburg, declared its readinefs to do it, in a me-

. morial delivered to the ruffian minifl:er at Drefden, 
and even fent full powers, and other neceifary papers 
for that purpofe, to the fieur Funck, their minifl:er 
at Peterfburg; but required at the fame time, that 
the king of England, as elector of Hanover, fhould 
previoufly accede to the fecret articles of the treaty 
of Pererfburg ;-And as his britannic majefl:y would 
never be concerned in this mifl:ery of iniquity, count 
Bruhl found himfe1f obliged to wait the iffue of the 
proj.eCl:, which had been formed, to make another alli­
ance, of fQ innocent a na~ure as, to be producible; 
the courts of Vienna and 'Saxony thought it neceifary 
to put on thefe o\.ltward appearances of moderation, 
dlat -they might not yvound the delicacy of fueh of 
their allies, as were ftaggered at the feeret views of 
the alliance of Peterfburg; but for their part, they 
never loft fight of their darling plan, to div.ide. the 
fpoils of the king of Pruffia beforehand, in keeping 
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confrantly to the fourth article of that treaty as their 
bafis. 

The reader will clearly perceive, from all the prbof~ 
t;,hat have now been produced, that the court of Sax­
ony, without having acceded to the treaty of Pe­
teriburg, in form, was not lefs an accomplice in the 
dangerous defigns, which the coure of Vienna had 
grounded upon this treaty; and that, having been 
difpenced with by their allies, from a formal con­
currence, they had only waited for the moment when· 
they might, without r~nning too great a rifk, concur 
in effect) and thare the fpoils of their neighbour. 

In expectation of this period, the auftrian and faxon 
minifters laboured in concert, ahd underhand) with 
the more ardour to prepare the means of bringing the 
cafe of the fecret alliance of Peteriburg to exift. In 
this treaty it was laid down as a principle, that any 
war whatever between the king of Pruffia and Ruffia, 
would authorife the emprefs queen to retake Siltfiai 
There was ncthing more, then, to be done, but to 
taife fuch a war. In order to bring this about, no 
means were found more proper, than to embroil the 
king of Pruffia irreconcileably with her majefry, the. 
emprefs of Ruffia, and to provoke that princds.; by 
all forts of falfe infinuations, impoftures, and the moil: 
atrocious calumnies, in laYlng to the king of PrufiiaY 
charge, all fans of deogns againft R ufiia, and even 
the empfer.s's own perfon; and then upon Poland with 
regard to Sweden. 

The infhuctions which the court of Saxony gave, 
in 1750, to general d' Arnim, when he was going to 
Peterfburg, as their minifter plenipotentiary, contains 
one exprefs article, by which he is charged to keep­
up dexteroufly the diftrufl- and jealoufy of R uffia with 
regard to Pruffia, and to applaud every arrangement 
that might be taken againft the latter. But no body 
executed thefe orders berter than the oeur de Funck, 
the faxon mini!ter at Peterfburg, who was the Iif~ and 
foul of th,c whole party. This miniiter never let an 
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. bpportl1rlity efcape him, of infinuati.ng, that the king 
bf Pruffia was forming defigns upon Courland, Po­
lilh Pruffia, and the city of Dantzick; that the coilrtS 
of France, PruiIia, and Sweden, were hatching vail: 
projects, in cafe of a vacancy of the throne of Poland ;' 
and numberlefs other falfities of the fame kind; 
which his pruffian majefty has fufficiently contradicted 
by his fubfequent conduct, which he has followed to 
the republic of Poland, and by the caution he has ufed 
never to intrude himfelf into the domeftic affairs of 
Poland and 'CourJand, notwithftandiog the example 
other powers had fet him. 

It would be tedious to mention all the infinuations 
of this nature, which occur in the correfpondence of 
the faxon minifters. But more particularly in their 
difpatches of the 6th of december, 175.3; 6th and 
. 13th of february; 28th of july, and 1ft of december. 
1754; wherein, among other infinuations, are men­
tioned, the commercial arrangements, the erection of 
mints, and of armaments in Pruffia; and in one ot 
the difpatches is faid, that the king of Pruffia's views 
of aggrandifement upon polifh Pruffia, and his pro­
ject to tuin the commerce of Dantzick, were well 
known., Thefe minifters even gave out in a private 
manner, that France and PfufHa had been bufied a 
iong time at the Ottoman Porte, in rai~ng up a war 
againft Ruffia; and that, if they fucceeded therein, 
the king of Pruffia would not fail to execute his de. 
fign upon Courland. They next infinuated, that the 
king of Pruffia had found a channel in Courland by 
which he came at all the fecrets of tile' court of R uffia. 

By th~ concurrence of fo many calumnies and im­
pbftureS., they at length fucceeded, in enfnarina the 
emprefs of Ruffia's good faith and equity, and ih
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judicing her againft the king of Pruffia, to fuch a. 
degree, that by the refuIt of the affembJies of the [e­
nate of Ruffia, held on the 14th and 15th of may, 
1753, it was laid down for a fundamental maxim of 
the empire, to oppo[e every further aggrandifment of 
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that monarch, and to crufh him by a fuperior force 
as Coon as a favourable opportunity (hould occur, of 
reducing the houfe of Brandenburg to its primitive 
flate of mediocrity. This refolution was renewed in 
a great council, held in the month of oB:ober, 1755, 
and was extended fo far, that it was refQlved, " With­
" out any father difcuffion, whether that prince fhould 
c, happen to attack any of the allies of the court of 
'" Ruffia, or one of the allies of that court fhould 
" begin with him *". 

In order to form an idea of the joy, which COllnt 

Bruhl conceived upon this refolution of the court of 
Ruffia, . and how well he was difpofed to bring his 
own to concur it; I fuall produce the following paf­
[ages. In the difpatch of the J I th of november, 
1755. He anfwers the fieur Funck; that, " The 
" deliberations of the grand council are fo much the 
c, more glorious to Ruffia, in that there can be no­
c, thing more beneficial to the common caufe, than 
" previoufly to fettle the effeB:ual means of deftroy­
" ing the overgrown power of Pruffia, and the un­
" bounded ambition of that court." 

The convention of a neutrality in Germany, figned 
at London the 16th of january, having filenced alJ 
count Bruhl's calumnies, and 'fhaken his iniquitous 
fyftem; he redoubled his efforts in Ruffia, in order 
to prevent the re-eftablifhment of a good underftand­
ing between the king of Prllffia and the court of 
Peteribllrg. In his letter of the 23d of june, 1756, 
he explained himfelf upon this fubjeB: in the follow­
ing terms: 

Of In the fame letter is the following paiTage, " To tl'rts end the 
" court of Ruffia will erect magazines for 100,000 men at Riga;' 
" Mittau, Liebau, and Windau; and they have found for this 
" fervice a fund of two millions and a half of rubles, and another 
" annual fund of a million and an half, to maintain thefe arrange­
" ments." 

Extracted from a letter from the fieurFunck, to count de Bruhl. 
Peter1burg, odober 20, 1755. 
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c, A reconc1liation between the courts of Berlin and 

c, Peterfburg, would be the moft critical and the 
., moft dangerous event that could happen. It is 
" to be hoped, that Ruflia will not heark~ to fuch 
" odious propofaJs; and that the court of Vienna 
" will be able [0 thwart fo fatal a union." 

The court of Vienna having perfecrly fucceeded in 
this refpect; and imagihing, after the new COl}nec­
tions they entered into this year, that they had caught 
the opportunity <?f recovering Silefia withom ob­
ftrucrion; they 10ft no time in taking their meafures 
accordingly, all Europe faw with furprife, the arma­
ments tlie court of Ruffia made in the [pring, both 
by rea and land, without any apparent object; they 
gave out that thefe preparations were made in confe­
quenceof the Itreaty concluded with the court of Eng­
gland, in 1755 ; but it was very plain, that this de ... 
claration was a mere pretence, fince England had 
made no reql1ifition for fuccours. Soon after this, 
Bohemia and Moravia were crowded with troops; 
magazines formed-; and all the preparations made 
for an immediate war. The defigns of the king of 
Pruffia's eneII\i~s were vaft and unbounded. The 
difpatches of count Fleming, which his pruffian ma­
jefty afterwards publifhed, with other important pa­
pers of the fame nature, are filled with a great num­
ber of curious paffages. Amongft others, he relates, 
that count Kayferling had received orders to fpare nei­
ther pains nor money, in order to get an exacr know­
ledge of the ftate of the revenues of the court of Vi­
enna; and he affures, that this comt had remitted a 
million of florins to Pet~rfbl1rg. He very often ex­
preffes his own perfuafion of an eftablifhed concert 
between the two courts of Vienna and Ruffia ;-that 
the latter, in orper the better to difguife the true rea­
fon!> of their 'armaments, made them under the appa­
rent pretence of being thereby in a condition to fulfil 
the engagements they had contracted with England; 
_And that when all the preparations ihould be finifhed, 
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they were to fall unexpecredly on the king of Prudial: 
This perfuafion runs through all his difpatches; and 
it is reafonable to give credit to a minifter fo intelli­
gent, fo well informed, and fo much in the way of 
being fo. 

Upon combining thefe circumf1:ances together, vii: 
-That treaty of Peterfburg, which authorifes the 
the court of Vienna to recover Silefia, as foon as a 
war breaks out between Pruffia and Ruffia ;-The 
refolution folemnly taken in Ruffia, to attack the 
king of Pr,uffia upon the firft opportunity, whether he 
1bould be the aggrdfor or be attacked ;-The arma­
ments of the two imperial courts, at a time, when nei- ' 
ther of them had any enemy to fear, but when the 
conjuncrures feemed to favour the views of the court 
of Vienna upon Silefia;-The ruffian minifters for­
mally owning, that thofe ,armaments were clefigned 
againft the king ;-Count Kaunitz's tacit avowal;­
The pains which the ruffian minifters took to make 
out a pretence for aCGufing the king 0f Pruffia, of 
having endeavoured to flir up a rebellion in Ukraine ~ 
-From the combination of all thefe circumflances, I 
fav, there refults a 'kind of demonftration, of a: fe~ 
cr~t concert entered into againfl: his Frllfiiari ma~ 
jefty, 

That wife monarch could not fuut his eyes againff 
meafures pf fuch a tendency as thefe, which were 
likely to become fo fatal to himfdf, as his II].ajefty 
had been fo long informed of all thefe particulars; 
from good quarters. The immenfe preparations of 
the court of Vienna, at leaft obliged him to order M~. 
Klinggrafe, his plenipotentiary minifter at the impe* 
rial court, to demand of the emprefs queen~ whethet 
all thofe great preparatiofts of war, which were mak ... 
ing on the frontiers of Silefia, were ,defianed againft 
the king, or what were the intentions of her imperial 
majefty? To this equitable demand, the eroprefs 
queen a~fwered i.n exprefs terms, '" That in the pre­
~' rent Juncrure, ihe had found it necelfary to make 

" armaments, 



"( 13 1 ) 

t:i: armaments, as well for her own defence, as for that 
c, of her allies, and which did not tend to the preju­
~, dice of any body." _ ' 

So vague an anfwer at fo critical a time, requirec1 
a more precife explanation. \Vherefore M. Kling­
grafe received frefh orders, and reprefented to the 
dnprefs, that after the king, his mafter, had diuem­
bled as long as he thought confiftent with his fafety 
and glory, the bad defigns which were imputed to 
t~e emprefs, would not fuffer him longer to difguif~ 
any thing; that he had orders to inform her~ that the 
king was acquai,hted with the offenfive projects, which. 
the two courts had formed at -Petedburg; that he 
knew, they had engaged to attack him together un­
expectedly; the emprefs queen with 80,000, and the 
emprefs of ruilia with 120,000 men; that this defign. 
which was to' have been put in execution in the fpring 
of this year, was deferred till, next' fummer,- on 
actount of the ruffian troops wanting recruits; 
their fleet mariners; and Livonia, corn to fupport­
them; that the king, !!lade the empre!s arbiter of 
peace or war; that if ihe defired peace, he required 
of her a clear and formal declaration, confifting of a 
pofitive ,afrurance, that !he had no intention to attack 
the king either this year or the next; but that he 
fhould look on any ambiguous anfwer as a declaration' 
of war; and that he called heaven -to witnefs, that 
the emprefs alone would be guilty of the innocent 
blood that !hould be fpilt, and of the unhappy con-, 
fequences of war. , 

To fa juft and reafonable a demand was given an 
anfwer frill more haughty, and lefs fatisfactory than 
the former, the purport whereof will be fufficient to 
convince the public of the ill intentions of the court 
of Vienna. 

This antwer conveys, In fo many words,-" Tha,t 
" his majefty' the king of PrufIia had already been 
" employed for fame time, in all kinds of the moll: 
~, confiderable preparations for war) and the moft 
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ct: difquieting, with regard to the public tranqtiility; 
" when on the 26th of laft month, that prince had 
" thought fit to order explanations to be demanded 
" of her majefty, the emprefs queen;upon the mili~ 
" tary difpofitions that were. making in her domi­
" niohs, and which had not been refolved upon, till 
" after all the preparations which his pruman rnajefty 
" had already made. 

" That thefe were faCts known to all Europe .. 
" That her majefty the emprefs queen, might there­

H fore have declined giving explanations upon ob· 
C, jeCl:s which did not require them; that however fhe 
" had been pleafed to do it, and to declare with her 
" own mouth to M. Klinggrafe, in the audience ihe 
" grantedbim on the 26th of july, 

" That the critical ftate of public affairs made her 
" look upon the meafures which !be was taking, as 
" neceffary for her fafety, and that of ~1er allies; and 
" that in other refpeCts they did not tend to the pre.;. 
." judice of anyone. 

" That her majefty the eroprers queen had un· 
.. , doubted!y a right to form what judgments !be 
" p!eafed on the circumftances of the times; and t~at 
~, it belonged likewifeOto none but herfelf to eftimate 
s, her dangers. 

" That befides her declaration was fo clear, that 
" :the never could have imagined it could be thought 
.. , otherwife. 
- gg That being accuftomed to receive as well as to 
" praCtife, the attentions that fovereigns owe to eacli 
" other, fbe could not hear, without aftoniihmerrt 
" and the jufteft fenfibility, the contents' of the me~ 
" moria! prefented by M. Klinggrafe the 2,oth in­
c~ ftant, an acwunt of which had been laid before 
~' her. 

" That this memorial was fnch, both as to the 
" matter, and the expreffions, that her rpajefiy the 
" emprefs queen~ would find herfelf under a neceffity 
~' of tranfgreffing the bounds of that moderation, 
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.;, wl1'l.ch fhe had prefcribed to herfelf1 were fhe to an:';: 
~' fwer the whole of its contents."" :'tJ."" _ 

But yet in anfwer to it, 1he was pleafed'that M. 
Klinggrafe fhould be further acc.fuainted, 

" That the informations. which had been given to 
~, his pruffian majefty, of an offenfive alliance, againft 
~, him, between her majefiy the emprefs queen, and 
H her majefry the emprefs of Ruffia; as alfo, all the 
~, circumfrances and pretended fiipulations of the faid 
" alliance, were abfolutdy falfe and invented; ane! 
" that. no Tuch treaty againft his pruffian majefty did 
" exift, or ever had exifted. 

" That this declaration would enable all Europe 
~, to judg(! of what weight and quality the dreadful 
~'events are, which M. Klinggrafe's memorial an­
" nounces; and let them fee, that, in all events, they 
~' can never be impllted to her majefry the emprefs 
" queen." . 

Such was the anfwer of the court Qf Vienna, to the 
king of Pruffia, as incongruous as it wa,s illfufficlent ;. 
and as to the matters of 'fact, which relate to his pruf­
nan majefty's meafures, nothing is fa far from truth 
~s what the emprefs queen advances, Thofe facts 
which that court would have to be looked upon, as 
known to all Europe, are fo different from wha.t it 
declares them to be, that it will be neceffary, for the 
reader's inftruction. to fet that affair in a clear light. 
Up~~. the- r.uffian armament -in the month of june, 
the' king of Pruffia caufed four regiments to pafs out 
of his electorate into Pomerania; and gave orders 
thflt his fortreffes. fhould b~ put into a irate of de­
fence; this, and a few other very trifling mov:ements 
is what gave fa great umbrage to the cou,rt of Vienna~ 
that an army of above 80,000 men was ordered to af.,. 
femble in Bohemia and Mor~via. If the emprefs had 
detached tti;>ops out of Bohemia into Tufcany, would 
th,e king of Pruffia have had room for apprehenfions. 
fo'r Silefia, and for a1fembling a numerous army there? 
frqm th~s it is plain, that the march of the four re .. 

K 3 giments 
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Clnents to Pomerania, only ferved the COurt of Vi~ o • 

enna as a pretext to palliate her ill intentions. 
On ~h;s prufilan majefty's hearing of the great mi­

litary preparations carryi;~g on in Bohemia, he ordered 
three regiments of foot, which had been in quarters 
in Werjprdi~ towards Halberftadt; but did not fend 
a fingle legiment into Sile5a; the troops remained 
qu:et i!l their garrifons, without even hoi-fes, a.nd the 
other [,eceffiwies for an army which is to encamp, 
or which ha~· defigrts of invafion. During this tim~ 
the. com, of Vienna continuing, on one hand, "to hold. 
the language ot [-,eace, and, on the other, to take the 
moit fcT10US r ' lfures for war; not content with thefe 
demonftrati,~!tls, ':aJlfed another camp to be marked 
om, near? tc "In, named Hotzenplotz, fituated on a, 
fpclt, belonging incieed to them, but which lies di­
reed y bftween the fortre:(fes of N ei.{fe and Cofel; 
and pref,ared a great army in Bohemia to occupy the 
camp cf J aromers, within four miles of SiJefia, Thefe 
'mOLons "f the court of Vienna obliged the king of 
) '.I uGJa to confider his own fafety, efpecial1y, as it 
',",'a', c;~afonable to [urpea the ddlgns of tha,t court, 
wh~) he kn\\' V:dS not altog~ther very w~lI int~ntionect 
i":'.\1 lrds him: wherefore he thought it high tim.e tQ 
mJke the difpofitions which hisfafety and dIgnity 
re~uired ; he gave orders for his a~my to provide 
themrelves with horfes, q,nd to be in readinefs t() 

march. 
Had his pruffian majefty formed any defign in pre'7' 

judIce to the emprefs queen, everyone who is at all 
acquainted with the formidable power of that mo· 
narch, muLl: be fenfible, that he would have had it 
in his power to execute them many months before the 
time ill queftion, and no~ having ftaid for her affem­
bling ~uch formidable forces for her defence. Bu~ 
that monarch was negotiating whilLl: his enemies were 
arming. Such is the manifeft weaknefs of the princi­
pal foundation, whereon all the arO'uments of 'the au-
!trian court, are founded. 0 

But 
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:Sut this is not the only paffage of the emprefs 

queen's anfwer that lhows fuch a formed deGgn of 
equivocating in her negotiations,.-.:.!he mentions her 
fo clear declaration to M. Klinggrate. This declara­
tlon, though called fo clear, is certainly on the whole. 
unintelligible, who are the allie:. of the emprefs, that 
were threatened with war? Was it the court of 
France? Or that of Ruffia? One ffililft be ftrangely 
blinded, to attribute to his pruffian majefty a defign. 
of ~ttacking either of thefe two courts, and fuch an. 
enterprize, would furely require fomewhat more than. 
four regiments being fent into Pomerania. The court 
Qf Vienna, in this memorial, fay, they did not in­
tend to attack any body; might not they as eaGly 
have faid, that they would not attack the king of 
fruffia by name? 

But the article in this memorial, on which the court 
of Vienna infifted moft, in her anfwer, was, her alli­
ance with Ruffia, the ftipulations of which, as they 
faid, were abfolutely falfe and invented. To be fure 
it was very eafy for the auftrian minifters to deny this 
~onvention; but befides the facts which were pub­
bli!hed about it, there were circumftances which 
feemed fufficiently to indicate, at leaft a concert. 
In the beginning of june, the ruffian troops ap­
proached the frontiers of Pruffia.. An army of 70,000. 

men was formed in Livonia, at the fJ,me time that 
they were prepadng at Vienna to aifemble a ihong 
~rmy in Bohemia, which was to appear there under 
the name of an army of obfervation. Thefe inftan­
ces, befides many mare that might b.e produced, was 
~t neceffary, are fufficient to !how in the deare-it light" 
the defigns of the court of Vienna. " , 

In ihort, it plainly appears, that count Kaunitz 
propofed to !hut th~ door againft all means of ex­
plaining and conciliating matters; and, at the fame 
time, to purfue the prepara~ion~ of his. dangerous., 
pefigns, in tne expectation that the king of Pruffia:. 
'W.uld be fo far provoked) as tp. take fame ftep~ 

~ 4, which\. 
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to make him pars for the ag .. 

The conduct of the court of Drefden fquared ex­
actly with that of Vienna; under the feigned ch~­
ratter of a neutral power, count Bri.ihl refolved, th'at 
his country fhould be equally forward with his allies, 
in their defigns againft his pruffian majefty. It is 
eafy to judge of this, by the counreI, which count 
Fleming gives count Bruhl, in his difpatch of the 
14th of july. "To grant the paifage to the pruffian 
troops ; and afterwards to take fuch meafures as iliould 
be moft proper." 

By a letter from count Fleming of the 18th of, 
augufl, the emprefs queen explained herfelf to ~hat 
minifter in the following terms: 

" That fhe required nothing for the prefent, from­
the king of Poland, as fhe was very fenfible of his 
tiGkliill fitUation; that however, 'fhe hoped he wOllld~ 
in the mean while, put himfelf in a good pofture, in 
orJer to be prepared at all events'; and that, in cafe 
any breach fhould happen between het majefty and 
the king ofPrlli1ia, fhe would, in time, not be averfe 
to concur, in cafe of need, in the neceifary ~meafures ' 
for their mutual fecurity." 

But not to detain the reader longer than is n~ceifa.,. 
ry, on producing fuch a concatination of fatts, tQ 
prove that his pruffian majefty was not the aggreifof' 
in thofe troubles that enfued this train of dark and 
feeret negoeiations; it evidently appears, that the 
faxon coqrt had a ihare in ~ll the dangerous defigns 
which were formed againft that monarch i-their 
minifters were the authorS'1 and chief promoters of 
them ;-and though they did not formally accede to 
the treaty of Peteriburg, they had however agreed 
with their a11i~s to fufpend their concurrence therein, 
till fuch time only, as the king's f!lrces fhould be 
weakened and divided, and they might pull off 'the 
mafk without danger. 

The l<ing of Poland had adopted as a principle, 
that ar.y war, between the king of Pruffia and one 

of 



( 137 ) 
of his polifu majefty's allies, furnifhed him with a, 
title [0 make conquefts upon Pmffia. And it was in 
confequence of this principle, that he thought he 
could, in time of peace, make a partition of the do~ 
minions of his neighbour. 

Count Bri.ihl entered very eagerly into the plot with 
t:le court of Vienna, by the inj"lltious reports he under­
took to propagate :'~and I think I have made it ap· 
pear very clearly, that there was a feefet concert ex­
ifbng' between the courts of Vienna and Saxony; in 
confequence of which, the l,atter did intend to let the 
king's army pafs, in order to act afterwards, accord­
ing to events,either in joining his enemies, or in 
making a diverfion in his dominions, unprovided 

,with troops. _ 
Sueh were the defigns of the fecret enemies of his 

majefty the king of pruiIia; and in fuch a caufe, let 
any man put himfelf in that monarch's place, would 
he not have drawn upon himfelf an everlafting re­
proach, in the opinion of <1-11 equitable and impartial 
judges; would he not have rendered himfelf account­
able to all his pofterity; if he had not made ufe of 
every expedient, that divine and human laws had put 
in his power, to prevent, in good time, thofe defigns, 
that tended to deprive him of the greateft part' of his 
dominions, and to plunge him into' abfolute deftruc­
~ion. 

For an inftance of the bad defigns of Saxony, we 
need but confider the warlike preparations made in 
that country, at the fame time that her majefty the ern­
prefs queen was doing the fame in Bohemia and Mo­
ravia; large magazines were every where formed, and 
the king of Poland refolved to put' himfelf at the 

. head of his army, and poft himfelf in the moft ad­
vantageous manner for facilitating his junction with 
the auftrian army in Bohemia: an immenfe road was 
cut through the mountains of Bohemia, and marked 
at certaiq diftances with pofts bearing this remarkable 
infcription THE MILITARY ROAD; all thefe are to 
P1any circumftances, that completely open the defigns. 

ot 
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of the court of Saxony to a full view. This new 
MILIT AR Y ROAD, in particular, could never furely 
have been made in order to facilitate the paffage of 
the prullian army'; and thofe pafts, which actually 
remain to this day, are fo many fpeaking proofs of 
the concert, which had long been forming betweeQ 
the courts of Vienna and Saxony, and were but tOQ 

ftrong a juftification of the reatons his pruffian ma~ 
jefty had to prevent the effeCts of it. , 

Before I proceed to trace that monarch in the 
meafures which he thQught it neceffary, in thi$ con. 
juncture, to take; I fball, for the reader's affiftance, 
in recolle~ing precifely all tl1at train of negociatiol\ 
between the courts of Vienna, Drefden, and Peterf ... 
burg, juft curforily recapitulate thefe affairs in a~ 
!hort a compafs as pallible; and then proceed in 
giving an account of. the military affai~s iN this, 
part of the world, whICh, drew the <tttentlOn of al\ 
Europe. 

In the Brft place, he is tp remember, that t~e em"" 
prefs queen having ceded Silefia to the king of Pruffia" 
by the treaties of BreDau and Drefden, foon began. 
to envy that monarch the poffeffion of fo valuable a, 
part of her former dominions. The defire of repof­
feffing herfelf of that country, and, of revenging 
herfelf againft the king of Pruffia, induced her to at·.' 
tempt at any rate to gratify thofe two favourite dec. 
fires; but fearful of the power and, enterprifing ge. 
nius of the pruffian mOriarch, ihe, although fuperior; 
in her forces, fought for fotpe ally to join with her~ 
in thefe ambitious defigns: fhe caft h~r eyes on the 
elector of Saxony, king of Poland, who anfwered, 
her with all pallible cordiality, and fimilitude of no-. 
tions.: thefe two power:; formed a fecret concer~, and: 
invited ~he emprets of Ruffia to acced(;! to the fame· 
defign; that princefs was more cautious, and as !he 
had not at that time the leaft glimpfe or' difpute with) 
the king of Pruffia, was not 10 eafily drawn into the 
kheme. The courts of Vienna and Drefden findino: . b 

t~is difficulty, contrived and propagated a thou[and 
calumnies 
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calumnies, tending to depreciate that monarch, and 
infufed intimations to the,emprefs of Kliffia of many 
bad defigns formep by Pruffia againft her; and in 
time, by this means, and by gaining over [everal of 
the empreis's minifters to their party, they perfuaded 
her to come fully into their iniquitous fchemes, which 
concluded in the treaty of Peterfburg, between the 
court of Vjenqa and Peterfburg: Saxony by reafon 
of her fituation fa much in the power of Pruffia, was 
~xcufed from formally acceding to this treaty before 
matters were brought to fuch a crifi!!, as fhe might 
do it without aqy great danger to herfelf. By this 
treaty, the emprefs queen was entitled to retake pof­
fion of Silefia, in cafe his pruffian majefty fhould at­
tack her, or anyone of her allies, or even the repub­
lic of Poland. 

The plan for the part which Saxony was tQ take in 
the war, which was inevitably to follow; was, in cafe 
Pruffia demanded at any time a paffage for his troops 
through that electorate, in his way to the dominions 
pf the emprefs queen) in [uch cafe to grant that de­
mand; and, as foon as his pruffian majefty ihould 
have his hands full in Bohemia, or elfewhere, to 
march with all the forces of the electorate, into th.e 
very heart of the prufilan dominions, which would 
then be deftitute of forces for their defence. The 
better to enfure [\.fccefs in thefe meafures, the emprefs 
of Ruffia made immen[e prepimHions for the fubfift­
ing ,an army ·of 120,000 men, which, by the treaty 
of Peterfbut g, were to march againft Pruffia. The 
emprefs queen in Bohemia and Bavaria, on the fron­
tiers of Silefia, formed camps of 80,000 men, and 
the whole fa~e of thofe ~ountries wor<:: the al?pear­
ance of an approaching war. The king of Poland, 
deaor of Saxony, on his part affembled an army, 
in his electorate, of 3o,qoo men, and formed maga­
:zines for tqeit: fllbfifteqce ; and cut an immenfe road 
through the mount'ains into Bohemia; and called it 
the MILITAR Y ROAD. 

Such 
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Such were the preparations and meafllres of hi$ 
pruffian majefty's enemies, when he thought it no~ 
fafe to continue any longer without being cerraiQ 
that they were not defigned againfr him. He ac­
cordingly ordered his minifter plenIpotentiary at the 
imperial court, to dema.ncl againft whom thefe grea~ 
preparations were making; but receiving an equivo­
cating anfwer, he again demanded a folemn promife 
of the emprefs that fhe would not attack him in the 
courfe of this year, or the next; but being alfo re., 
fufed a catagorical anfwer, and having good intelli­
gence of all the above partic~llars, and the bad de­
figns of his enemies; he very juftly thought that i~ 
would be inexcufable in him not to avert the blow, 
which hung in fa formidable a manner over hi~ 
head, by itriking at the bofom of his enemy, to, 
difable him froq} executing the bad defigns he had. 
formed. Such was the cafe of his pruffian majefty" 
and all Europe muft allow, that he was at liberty 
to attack any of the three powers in confederacy. 
againft, him without violating in the leaft degree, the" 
laws of nations: and although, he began hoftilities,. 
yet his enemies were the aggreifors. * in the war., 

* By aggreffion, is U11derl1:ood every afr, which is diametrically. 
oppofite to the fenfe of a treaty of peace. An offenfive league ~ 
-the flirring up of enemies, and prompting them to make wax: 
upon another power ;-:-defigns of invad~.t:lg another prince's domi­
nions ;-a fudden irruption :-,-all thefe different circumflances are 
in many aggreffions; although the Iail, only, can be properly called 
an hoftility. 

Whoever prevents thefe aggreffions, may com!p.it hoftilities. 
but is not theaggreffor.-In the fucceffion war, when the troops of 
Savoy were in the french army in Lomba'rdv, the duke of Savoy 
made a treaty with the emperor againft Fr~nce, :-.the trench dif-. 
armed there troops, and carried the war into Piedmont :-it was 
therefore the t;luke. of Savoy, who was the agg~effor; and the 
french, who commltte~ the nrll: holl:iliti<:s.-The league of Cam­
bral' was ~n aggreffion :-if the. Venetians had, th~n; prevente~ 
their enemies, they would have committl;!d the tirft hoftilities ; but 
they would not have been the aggrefiors. 

C H Af. 
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King of Pru/Jia demands a paJ!age for hts Iroops through 
Saxony~ King of Poland's anfwer. King of Pru.lfia 
enters Saxony. :fakes poJfeffion of the electorate. Pruf­
jian army blockades the faxon camp at Pirna. Moti-
ens of the auJirians. MarJhal Schwerin enters Bohemia. 
Marjhal Keith marches into Bohemia. Battle of Lo­
twoJchutz. C£he faxon army capitulates. King of Po­
land Jets out for Warfaw. Pru.lfian army retreats into 
Saxony. And goes into winter quarters. Sad Jiate of 
Saxony. Auflrians go into winter quarters. Affairs 
in Ruf/ia. . Defigns -of France. Preparations of tb~ 
king of PrujJia. RejleClions. Mmjhal Kei/h. 

HIS majefty the kihg of Ptuffia, dearly foreree­
ing that a war was inevitable, and that a paf­

rage through Saxony was abfolutely neQeffary for his 
army, ordered M. de .Malzahn; his minifter at the 
court of Drefden, to demand fuch a paffage. On 
the 29th of auguft, he accordingly demanded a pri~ 
vate audience of the king of Poland, and made the 
following verbal declaration to his majefty, on the 
part of the king his mafter : 

" His majefty the king of :Pruffia finds himfelf 
bbliged, by the behaviour of the emprefs queen to 
attack het, and to march through the territories of 
Saxony into Bohemia: he accordingly demands a 
paffage thtough the electoral dominions of his po­
Hili majefty, declaring, that he will caufe his troops 
to obferve the ftricteft difcipline; and take all the 
tare of the country that the circumftances will permit. 
His poliili majefty, and his royal family, may at the 
fame tim.e depend tlpon being in perfect: fafety, and 
of having the greateft re[peCt paid them, on the part 
of his pruffian majefty. As to the re~, after reflect­
ing upon the events of the year 1744, there is no 

. reafon 
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feafon to be furprifed, that the king of Pruffia fhou1d 
take fuch meafures" ,as may preyent a return of what 
then happened. Moreover, he defires nothing fo 
1TIuch as a fpeedy re-eftablifhment of peace" in order 
to give him the happy opportunity, of reftoring the 
king of Poland to the quiet poifeffion of his domi-' 
nions, againft which he has not, in other refpetts, 
formed any dangerous defigns." 

M. de Malzahn added, " That the neceffity which 
,the king his mafter was under of acting in this 
manner, could only be imputed to the calamity of 
the times, and the behaviour of the court of Vienna." 

The king of Poland, in the furprife which this de­
c1aration'threw him into, an[wered M. d,e Malzahn, 
~, That he fhould not have expeCted a requiBtion in 

, the form that it had juft been made to him; that be­
ing at peace with all the world, and under no en-, 
gagement relative to the prefent object with any of 
the powers aCtually at war, or thofe about to enter 
into it, he could not conceive the end of making 
fuch a dec1arati(:m; but that he fl10uld give anfwet 
upon this fubjeEt in writing, and hoped his pruffian 
majefty, contenting him[elf with a quick paffage, 
would neither forget the refpect due to a fovereign, 
nor that which all the members of the germanic body 
reciprocally owe to each other." 

Soon after this verbal an[wer, the king caured ano­
ther to be delivered in writing to M. de Malzahrl, 
which imported much the fame as the other, but was 
more explicit. 

Befides lord Stormoht, the britiih rninifi:er, who 
went on the part of the king of Poland, to wait on 
the king of Pruffia, his poliih rnajefty likewife fent 
the count de Sal mont, one of his minifters. Hrs 
pruffian majefty received them very politely, heard 
their propofals, and told them, " That he himfeff 
wifhed for nothing more thart to find the king of 
Poland's fentiJ;Tlents acquiefce with his declarations: 
that the neutrality which his polifh majefty feemed 

defirous 
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dehrous to obferve, was exaCtly what he required of 
him; but that in order to render this neutrality more 
iecure, and lefs liable to variation, it would be proper 
for his polifh majefty to feparate his army; and fend 
the troops he had aifembled at Pirn~ back into their 
quarters; that a fiep of this nature would be a full 
proof of a neutrality not to be doubted off; and that 
after this he fhould take a pleafure, in fhewing by an 
equal condefcention, his difpofitiCiin to give r~al marks 
of his friend1hip for his poli1h majefty, and concert 
with him what meafures might be proper to be taken, 
according to the fituation of affairs." 

Rut to comply with thefe terms was not the de­
fign of his polifh majefty; he had raifed an army of 
30,000 men for other explbits, than to march back 
again into their quarters. As to his pruffian majefty, 
forefeeing that war was become inevitable, and that 
the king of Poland, by his aCtions, was refolved to 
eontinue his military preparations; at laft refolved to 
enter Saxony, and by firiking fo effeCtual a blow, 
diffenable, his enemies from executing the formidable 
{'Cherne they had projected. 

This great monarch having prepared with the ut­
moft diligence, a powerful army, found it ready for 
aCtion by the end of auguft. His fituation at this 
critical cdnjuncture was alarming; the power of the 
hO!Jfe of Auftria, of itfelf an overmatch for him; he 
knew he had to cope with befides a vaft army of ruf­
fiaris, who were upon their march for Pruffia; add to 
thefe, the king of Poland, at the head of 30,000 

men; nor was his majefty without fears from the 
part which France might take, in the fituation which 
11er new ally the emprefs queen then was in. 

Bur, being prepared for the worft that could happen, 
he refolved to begin hoftilities by attacking Saxony; 
having firft conferred the chief command in Pruffia, 
on madhal Lehwald, an officer of the greateft cou­
rage and abilities; and that in Silefia, on marmal 
Schwerin, a [oldier grown old ilil the pruffian fervice, 

and 
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arid a particular favourit~ of the king;s, having taught 
his maJefty the firft rudiments of the art of war; re­
ferving t() himfelf that of the principal army, i~tended 
to act in Saxony and Bohemia. _ 

The fa~on general had made choice of th€ poft of 
Pirna, for the rendezvous of their troops, as the moil: 
convenient, either for deceiving the pruffian army. 
in cafe of its advancing into Bohemia, or for receiv­
ing ·fuccours from the auftrians. - Upon the firft 
motion of the pruffian troops, for marchil1g into 
Pomerania,or, in cafe of neGeffity, for joining mar­
ilial Lehwald, the faxons a1;>andoned all their garri­
fons bordering on Brandenburg, and took poit be­
tween the Moldaw and the Elbe. They afterward! 
returned to their quarters ; and, a fecond time, broke 
up and repaired to their refpe.tl:ive captonments; The 
motive on which they acted being known, proper 
meafures were taken; and the king of Pruilla; en­
tering Saxony on the- 29th of -auguft, marched with 
his troops, divided into three columns, towards Pirna. 
The firO: fet out f.om the duchy of Magdebur~ 
under the command of prince Ferdinand of Brun(-: 
wic, d!reB:ing their route to Leipfic, Borna, Kern" 
nitl, Frey berg, Dippoldfwalde, to Cotta, The fe­
cond command by the king, and under him field 
marfhal- Kieth, marched through Pretfch, Torgau, 
Lonmat[ch, Wilfdruff, Drefden, and Zehift. The 
third commanded by the prince of Brunfwi<,:,k Be· 
vero, crofJing Lufada, ,took its route through EHler .. 
werde, Bautzen, Stolpe, to Lohmm. Thefe three 
(:olumns arri ved the fame day at the camp at Pirna, 
which they invefted, The diviDon commanded by 
the king, took poffeffion of Drefden, and cut off all 
communication between that city and the faxon 
camp ; ~and on the 8th his majefty took up his quar" 
ters at Wilfdruff. On the loth, a great part of the 
pruffian army marched in, order towards the faxo!\ 
camp, and the head quarters were placed at Sei,d­
litz, not much above half a german mile diftant 

from 
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from Pirna. And the fame day one regiment of 
cuiraffiers, and three of dragoons, marched through 
Drefden into the camp at Wilfdruff, where a body of 
I 6000 men were ftillleft. 

The divifion under prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic, 
amounting to about 15000 men, entered LeipGc on 
the 20th. And fa impenetrable are the councils of 
his pruffian majefty, that even prince Ferdinand, when 
he fet out upon his march, did not know what courfe 
he was to take further than Gros-Kugel, where, upon 
opening his inftrutl:ions, he found the king's orders 
to advance to Leipfic, and take poffeffion of it. , 

Notice was given the fame evening to the deputies 
of the (:otporation of merchants, that they were to 
pay all taxes and cuftoms only to the order of his 
pruffian majefty; the deputies waited on prince Fer­
dinand of Brunfwic, next morning at I I o'clock, who 
received them very politely, and repeated to them, 
that from that day, all contributions were to be paid 
to the order of the king of Pruffia, and not to his 
polifh majefty; and affured them that they might 
depend upon his friendfuip, protection, and care to 
maintain good order. The fame day the prince took 
poffeffion of the cuftom-houfe and excife-office; and 
ordered the magazines of corn and meal to be opened 
for the ufe of his troops. 

Whilft his highnefs ,prince Ferdinand tranfatl:ed 
thefe affairs in fo refolute a manner at Leipfic, his 
rnajefty the king of Pruffia did the fame at Drefden. 
The king of Poland, on the news of the irruption of 
t'he pruffians, left his 'Capital, the city of Drefden, at­
tended by his tWO fons, prim;e Zavier, and prince 
Charles, 'on the 3d of feptember, and put himfelf at 
the head G{ his troops, encamped at Pima, refolving 
to defend hitnfelf to the laft. The queen, and the 
teftof the royal family, remained in the city, and 
were treated in the motl: polite manner by the king of 
Pruffia, who took poffeffion of it the 8th. That 
monarch efra.blifhed all the offices for the execution of 
. L public 
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public bufinefs belonging to the pi"uffian army, :if 
Torgau, which was the place where contributions and 
duties of all kinds were paid: and as the calli and 
treafure of the army were kept here, 1500 peafants 
were fet at work to throw up entrenchments round 
the place, to prevent its being attacked or furprifed. 
The deputies from Leipfic were conduCted hither~ 
and detained as a fecurity for the obedience of the 
regency of that city, and the payment of its duties 
and contributions. A pruffian commiffary was left to 
take care of thefe payments, but what is extraordinarY1 
not one foldier. 

I have already obferved, that the three columns of 
the pruffian army met at Pima the fame day. They 
were no fooner encamped round this poft, than it was 
perceived, that notwithfianding the inferiority of the 
faxon army, the advantageous fituation of the ground 
it poffeffed, was fa great, that it was not to be at­
tacked without confi'derable 10fs. It was therefore 
determined to turn the attack into a blockade, and to 
treat the [axon army rather in the manner of a: town 
bef,eged, than like a poft, which might be attacked 
according to the cuftom of war carried on in an open 
€ountry. 

The fituadon of the faxon camp, which made it 
almoft impregnable, was as follows, viz. The plain be­
tween Pima and Koenigftein, where the faxon camp 
was pitched, is a continued rock, with a diclivify 
down to the Elbe on one fide, and into a valley on 
the other. This declivity ends on one fide of Koen­
igftein, from w hence begins a thick foreft, in which 
the faxons cut down trees, and barricaded themfelves. 
On this fide of Pima is a narrow paifage, where, as­
well as in the town itfelf, they made intz:~chments, 
and raifed in and about their camp" near 60 redoub~s, 
which w<!re well provided with a great number of 
(!;annoo. But this advantageous fituation did not re­
medy the want of ~ater, provifions, and forage; the 
f.lxon generals omItted nothing that might induce 
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tne prumans to proceed on their march for Bohemia; 
f.\rid leave them behind, without attacking them. 
But former experience had given the king of Pruffia 
~ifdom, with regard to future tranfaC1:ions. If, on 
the one hand, no direct attack was thought advife­
able; fo, on the other, no enemy was to be left be· 
hil1d. Befides ftriCUy blockading the faxons, it was 
alfo refolved to form an army of obfervation, to pre .. 
vent any fllccollrs being fent from the auftrian army. 
IIi confequence of this re[o!ution, the prulllans took 
poifeffion of the pofts of Leopoldfhain, Marckerf· 
dorf, Hellendorf, Cotta, Zehift, Sedlitz, as far as 
the Elbe, where, by their bridge, they had a com­
munication with the pofts of Lohmm, WeJen, Ob­
refwaden, and Schandau. In thefe different places 
were diftributed thirty-eight battalions, and thirty 
fquadrons. Seventy-nine battalions and feventy 
fqlladrons, were deftined for Bohemia, which entered 
by detachments; moving to Peterfwalde, Aufig, and 
Jonfdorf. This body was commanded by marihal 
Keith, by whofe orders general Manftein made 
himfelf mafter of the caftle -of Ketfchen, taking 
an hundred auftrians ptifoners. The marfhal en­
camped at Jonfdorf, where he ibid till the end of 
the month. 

Hitherto marihal Brewn . had kept clofe in his 
camp at Kolin; which was almoft completely form­
ed by the 21ft of auguft, moft of the artillery for 
that purpofe being arrived; but the troops were not 
all complete then; the marfhal had under him prince 
Piccolomini, feven lieutenant field marihals, and fix­
teen major generals; befides this, the auftrians were 
then affembling troops at Ol1ifchall. The. court of 
Vienna drew all the forces of her imperial majefty's 
immenfe dominions, into Bohemia: all the officers 
in the auftrian Netherlands received orders to join 
their regiments directly, and hold themfelves in rea­
dinefs to march on the firft notice2 and were very 
foon detached into Bohemia; and orders arrived at 
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13ruffels, to raife feveral independent companies ot 
100 men each: parties of 5 or 6000 croatians were 
continually marching through Vienna for their camps 
in Bohemia and Moravia. 

Marfhal Schwerin, as I before obferved; was ap­
pointed by his pruffian majefty to command in Si­
leila; that general, after paffing through the county 
of Glatz, had advanced to N achot, afterwards to 
the banks of the Mettaw, and laftly to Aujet, where 
he routed a detachment of huffars, and dragoons, 
commanded by general Bucof, and took 200 prifon­
ers. Afterwards the madhal took polfeffion of the 
camp of Aujeft, and foraged under the walls of Ko­
nigfgratz, where prince Piccolomini was encamped. 
Near Hoenmaut the pruffian hulfars defeated 400 

auftrian dragoons, and took many of them in their 
flight. This was all marfhal Schwerin could do. 
The camp at Koningfgratz was iltuated at the con­
flux of~he Adler into the Elbe: the enemy were 
entrenched, and this poft in its front too difficult to 
be attacked. 

When his pruffian majefty took poffeffion of Dref­
den, he rent an officer to the queen to demand the 
keys of the cabinets, the archieves, and treafures of 
her hufband: her majefty unwillingly complied; and 
when the pruffian officer received the keys of her, 
he requefted further, that her majefty would alfo put 
him in poifeffion of a certain caiket, containing fome 
particular papers, and defGribed it to her: the queen 
denied having any knowledge of fuch a caiket, and 
told the officer fhe knew not what he meant. Ma­
dam, replied he, (pointing to a cabinet) the caiket 
I am ordered by my mafter to demand, is in that 
cabinet.-The queen in fome coniuffion affured him, 
h ~ was miftaken, for the cabinet contained no fuch 
papers. But the pruffian officer infifted upon hav ... 
ing it opened, and finding that the moft p€remp· 
tory de.mands. would not be complied with, by 
her pohfh majefty, he broke it open himfe1f in her 
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prefence, and took out the very cafket he had de': 
manded, and which contained all the original con­
ventions, and letters which paired between the courts 
of Saxony, Vienna, and Peterfburg. 

His pruffian majefty finding himfelf poffeffed of ff) 
invaluable a treafure, inftantly publifh~d them, that 
all Europe might be convinced of the neceffity there 
was for his beginning hoftilities in his own defence. 

Great efforts were only to be made in Sa~ony; the 
fituation of the faxon camp, made it neceffary for 
the auftrians to advance to their relief, and the pruf.,. 
flans found it neceffary to keep thefe enemies off, as 
well as to continue the blockade of the faxon camp 
in the clofeft manner. The condition of the elec­
torate was certainly at this time on the verge of de. 
ftruction, the pruffians had taken poffeffion of all the 
towns and fortreires, and had demanded about a fort­
night after their entrance, to be delivered in the fpace 
of three weeks at fartheft, I! 00 oxen, 2500 fheep, 
200,000 meafures of oats, l50,000 quintals of hay ~ 
and 20,000 truffes of ftraw; the value of them aU 
was fuppofed to amount to 625,000 crowns. 

In the mean time the emprefs queen, found herfe1f 
obliged in honour, to relieve her ally the king of 
Poland; accordingly fhe ordered marfhal Brown to 
difengage the faxons. His army was encamped at 
Budin, near the conflux of the Egra with the Elbe » 
and for the executing thefe orders, he had the choice 
of. three ways; one by attacking and defeati.ng mar., 
ilial Keith's army, which was no eafy taik : the fecond~ 
by marching to the left, through Belin, and Teop.., 
litz, to enter Saxony, which laid hi.m under the ne~ 
~effity of expofing his flank to the pruffian army, and 
even of being deprived of 1;1.i5 magazines at Budin 
and Welfern: the third, b.y fending <\ detachment 
through Leutmeritz, and. proceeding to the faxons by 
the way of Bohmifch2 Leipe and Schandau. Thi~ 
~aft meafure could not produce any thing deci(ive ~ 
~he ground in the neighbourhPoq. of Sch.andatl. anc\ 
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Ober-Raden, being fo difficult, that a fmall body 
of troops may ftop an entire arn:y~ But his pruffian 
majefty, in fo critical a time, Judged his prdence 
was neceffary in Bohemia. Accordingly, he left the 
camp at Setlitz, on the 28th of feptember, and the 
fame day reached marthal Keith's camp at Jonfdorf. 
On the 29th, the army in Bohemia was ordered to 
march: the king going before with ~ight battalion~ 
and twenty fquadrons, encamped at Jirmi~z, where 
the fcouts of the army brought advice, that marthal 
Brown was, the next day, to pafs the Egra. His 
majcf!:y now judged, .that the beft way was to draw 
near the enemy; in order to obferve all their -lJ.lotions. 
On the 30th, all the troops followed the ~ing in two 
{:olurns, the one by the way of Profcobot, 'and th~ 
other by the way of Jirmitz. From Jirniitz he 
marched with his van, towards Welmina, where he 
arrived that evening, an hour before funfet. Then~ 
he faw the auf!:ri.an army, with its right wing at Lo,,: 
wofchutz, and its left towards the Egra. That even­
ing the king, himfelf, occupied, with fix battalions, 
a hollow, and fome riling grounds, which commande~ 
Lowofchutz, and which he refolved to make ufe of,the 
next day, in order to march out againft the auftrians. 
The army arrived, at night, at Welmina, where th~ 
king only formed his battalions behind one another, 
and the fquadrons in the fame manner, which remain": 
cd all night in this pofition; the king himfelf fitting 
up all night, and having no other covering but his 
cloak, before a little fire, at the head of his troops.' 
On the firf!: of october, at break of day, he took 
with him his principal general officers, and !hewed 
them the ground he intended to occupy with his army, 
viz. the infantry forming the firft line, to occupy twc) 
high hills, and the bottom betwixt them; fome bat­
talions to form the [econd line; and the third to b~ 
compofed of the whole cavalry. The ground where 
the pruffians formed themfelves in order of battle, 
contained only the fix battalions of the van, the 
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ground continuing to widen towards the left. The 
declivity of thefe mountains was covered with vine~ 
yards, divided iDto a great many inclofures, by ftone 
walls, three feet high, as belonging to different per­
fons. In thefe vineyards, marihal Browne pofted his 
pandours to ftop them, fo that, as every battalion of 
the left entered the line, it was obliged to engage the 
enemy. But their fire being faint and unfteady, it con­
firmed his prullian majefty in his opinion, that mar­
fual Browne was retreated, and that the pandours and 
bodies of cavalry feen in the plain were his rear. This 
opinion appeared the more 'plallfible, from the im­
pollibilityof feeing any appearance of an army; a 
thick fog hiding every thing, and did not difperfe till 
paft eleven. His majefty ordered his artillery to play 
on the cavalry in the plain, upon which it feveral 
times altered its form. Sometimes it appeared nu­
merous; fometimes drawn up chequer-ways; fome .... 
times drawn up in three contiguous lines; fometimes 
.five or fix troops filed off to the left, and difappeared. 
After the king had found that the battalions were 
poffeffed of the hollow 1 in the manner he had ordered 
it, he thought, that the Brft thing to be done, was 
1;0 drive back the enemy's cavalry, which flood in 
the front.. Accordingly he ordered twenty fquadrons 
of horfe to charge them; who, having fanned them­
felves at the foot of the eminence, where the pruman 
~nfantry was pofted, charged and broke the auftrian 
horfe. But, as the auftrians had placed behind their· 
cavalry in hollow places and ditches, a great body 
of infantry, with feveral pieces of cannon, the pruf­
fian cavalry, th,rough the briiknefs of their attack, 
found themfelves expofed to the fire of this cannon 
~nd infantry: which obliged them. to return and form 
q,gain, under the proteCtion of their own infantry and 
(annon, and this without being purfued by the au­
ftrian cavalry. It was not till now, apprehended, by 
his prllffian majefty, tha,t the auftrians. were facing 
him w.ith theif wh()Ie army. The kjng a.t. that titre 
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was for placing his cavalry behind in a fecond line; 
but before this order could be brought, his horfe, 
pw n lpted by their natural impetuofity, and a defire 
of difringuiihing then-Jfelves, charged a fecond time, 
bore down all oppofiticn, paired through the fame 
flank fire, as at the firft charge, purfued the enemy 
above 300 paces; and, in the excefs of ardour, croifed 
a ditch J 0 feet wide. Beyond this ditch, at the di­
fiance of 300 paces was another; behind which ap­
peared the auftrian infantry, drawn up in order of 
battle. Immediately 60 pieces of cannon played upon 
the prullian horfe, which therefore repaffed the ditch, 
and returned to their infantry, at the foot of the 
mountain, without being followed. The king then 
ordered his cavalry to poft themfelves behind the in­
fantry. About this time, the fire on the left wing 
began to increafe. Marlhal Brown had fuccef­
lively brought on 20 battalions, who, palling by 
Lowofchutz, lined the banks of the Elbe, to fup­
port the pandours in the vineyards; and the ene­
my ufed all pollible efforts to flank the left of the 
prullian infantry, the king perceived the necellity 
of fllpporting it, and ordered the battalions of the 
firft line to turn to the left; the battalions of the 
fecond line filled up the intervals, which had been 
occafioned by this motion; fa that the cavalry fo.rined 
the fecond line, which fupported the infantry. At the 
fame time the whole left of the infantry, march­
ing on gradually, wheeled about, and attacked the 
town of Lowofchlltz in flank, in fpite of the prodi­
gious fire of the enemy: the prullian grenadiers fired 
in through the doors and windows, and roofs of the 
hOllfes, in the burning of which, the battalion of 
Kleift and Bornfl:adt chiefly difl:inguiihed themfelves. 
In this aCtion, though only the attack of a poft, 
every pruffian foldier of the left wing fired ninety fuot. 
They had no more powder nor ammunition for their 
cannon; notwithfl:anding which, the regiment· of 
Itzenblitz and Manteufel entered Lowofchutz, with 
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their bayonets fixed, and drove before them nine 
frelh auftrian battalions, which marfhal Brown had_ 
juft pofted there. The battle concluded with a dif­
orderly flight of the auftrians. What hindered the 
pruffian cavalry from taking advantage of it was, 
firft, the broad ditch mentioned in defcribing the fe­
cond gallant attack made by them; and fecondly, 
the mafterIy difpofition of marfhal Brown, in tak­
ing all the left of his infantry, which had not been 
attacked, to cover his broken troops which were fly­
ing in the utmoft confufion. In this order marfhal 
Brown waited the approach of night to retreat. At 
an hour after midnight he began his march towards 
his camp at Budin, breaking down all his bridges 
Qver the Egra. The next day, the prince of Bevern 
was detached by the king of Prufiia, with a body of 
8000 men to Schirkowitz, which was on their right; 
and from thence he fent out parties along the Egra, 
to reconnoitre the paffes. The auftrian army amounted 
to 60,000 before the battle, which lafted feven hOlm, 
during which, the cannonading was inceifant on both 
fides. The lofs of the auftrians was computed at 
about 7000 men killed or wounded; 500 taken pri­
foners; amongft whom was prince Lobkowitz, four 
pieces of cannon, and three ftandards. The lofs of 
the prufiians did not exceed 6 or 7000, among whom 
was general Ludritz, an officer of great merit and 
experience. The pruffian army encamped on the field 
of battle, where it continued without moleftation, 
foraging within cannon-fhot of the auftrian army. 

On the 6th, his pruffian majefty received advice 
that marfhal Brown had made a detachment, in which 
was his own regiment; and that thefe troops had moved 
to Raudnitz, and were advancing towards Bohmifch­
Jeipe, in their way for Saxony, and confifted of about 
6000 men. Although the weaknefs of this detach­
ment could caufe little apprehenfion, his majefty 
thought that his army in Saxony, confifting only of 
thirty fquadrons, might want a reinforcement of horfe; 
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efpedally if the faxons fhould attempt to force' the 
pars of the Hellendorf, where the cavalry might be 
pfeflllly employed, particularly in the plains of Pe­
terfwalde. Thefe confiderations determined the king 
to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, fetting ou~ 
from Lowofchutz, on the 13th, with 15 fquadrons of 
dragoons, he arrived at his other army, on the 14th, 
at noon. 
, The reader may now perceive that the battle of 
Lowofchutz was not entirely decifive. For although 
l1is pruflian majefry, in the account which he pub]jfhe~ 
of this campaign, pretends, that his army in Bohe­
mia was intended merely to cover the blockade of 
the faxoi1 camp; yet we may perceive that his in­
tention, when he fet out for Bohemia, was, in cafe 
he got a decifive victory. to march direCtly to Prague, 
to facilitate the conquefr of all that kingdom: every 
impartial man, will, 1 believe, agree, that this mo­
narch, had he gained fuch a vi¢tory as I am fpeaking 
of, would no~ have <;lireB:ly marched back to his 
army in Saxony; his bufinefs would in every refpect; 
have been more completely done, had he got poffeffion 
of Prague and thereby bee.p enabled to extend h~s win­
ter-quarters into the very heart of Bohemia. ~ut I 
would not be thought from hence to derogate from 
the real greatnefs of this viCtory, ~1though difputed 
by the aufrrians, that his pruffian majefry gained it ;, 
we may find by marihal B{own's inability to relieve. 
the faxons, on which account he engaged the pruffian, 
army; and the advantage the viCtor's caufe i;eceivec\ 
from it, was very confiderable; it was th,e I:irft action, 
of the war, and the foldiers looked on it as ~ good: 
omen of future fuccefs. His pruffian majefry in this; 
viCtory found the happy effeCts of that exquifite di[ .. 
cipline to which he had inured his foldiers; the fire: 
of the pruffian [oldiers, as well as their artillery was, 
fa- extremely heavy and unintermitting, that it was 
almofr impofIible for any troops to ftand unbroken, 
befo~e it. 
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In the mean time great changes happened in the 

camp at Pirna, fince the loth of october. The fax­
ons had that day attempted to throw a bridge over 
the riv.er at Wilftead. The pruffians had there a re­
doubt, from whence a captain with 50 grenadiers 
fired on tbe faxon's boats. He took feven or eight 
of them, and others he funk with their cannon; fo 
that the defign of the faxons mifcarried. They now 
filtered their defign, and, feeing the difficulty of 
.~ranfporting their boats on the Elbe, where they 
pad the fire of three pruffian redoubts to pafs, they 
~herefore loaded their pontoons on horfes, and carried 
them t):lus by land to a place near Konigftein, op­
p'ofite to the village of Halbftadtd. This outlet of 
lheir camp had excited the attention of the faxons, 
as being the moft eafy, on account of the fuccours 
~hey expeCted from the aufirians. For the better 
underftanding of this relation, it will be neceifary to 
break here the thread of the narrative, in order to 
defcribe the nature of the ground, which is known 
to be the bafis of military difpofitions. The defcrip­
tion which I before gave of the poft of Pima, has 
fhewn its firuation to be very ftrong; but with this 
defeCt, that it is as difficult to come out of it as to 
force it. According to the fituation of the ground, 
the faxons could attempt to force a paifage only by 
Hermfdorf and Hellendorf. This would certainly 
have been attended with great 10fs, though there was 
~ probapility of faving by this attempt a part, at leaft, 
pf their men~ It cannot but be thought, that they 
were entirely unacquainted with the fituation of 
Halbftadt, Burgearfdorf Zeigenruck, Schandau, and 
with the difpofition of the pruffians in thefe pofts. 
The pruffian general Zefchwitz, with ~leven battali­
ons and fifteen fquadrons, was pofted between Schan­
dau, and Wendifchefere; and oppofite to him in the 
villages of Mitteldorf and Altendorf) encamped mar~ 
ilial Brown with his detachment. Lefchwitz was 
much ftrunger than Brown. The impracticable fitu-
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tfpecially if the faxons fhould attempt to force' the 
pars of the Hellendorf, where the cavalry might be 
llfefully employed, particularly in the plains of Pe­
terfwalde. Thefe confiderations determined the king 
to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, ferting out 
from Lowofchutz, on the 13th, with 15 fquadrons of 
dragoons, he arrived at his other army, on the 14th, 
at noon. 
, The reader may now perceive that the battle of 
Lowofchutz was not entirely decifive. For although 
l1is pruffian majefty, in the account which he publi1he~ 
of this campaign, pretends, that his army in Bohe­
mia was il1tended merely to cover the blockade of 
the faxon camp; yet we may perceive that his in­
tention, when he fet out for Bohemia, was, in cafe 
he got a decifive victory. to march directly to frague~ 
to facilitate the conqueft of all that kingdom: every 
impartial man, will, 1 believe, agree, that this mo .. 
narch, had he gained fl,lch a viCtory as I am fpeaking 
of, would not have 9irectly marched back to his 
army in Saxony; his bufinefs would in every refpet!; 
have been more completely done, had he got poffeffion 
of Prague and thereby been enabled to extend h~s win­
ter-quarters into the very heart of aohemia. Uu( I 
would not be thought from hence to derogate from 
the real greatnefs of this v~ctory, although difputed 
by the auftrians., that his pruffian majefty gained it ;, 
we may find by marihal Brown's inability to relieve. 
the faxons, on which account he engaged the pruffian; 
army; and the advantage the viCtor's, caufe ~eceivec\ 
from it, was very confiderable; it waS th,e ~rft actionl 
of the war, and the foldiers looked on it as q., good: 
omen of future fuccefs. His pruffian majefty in this. 
victory found the happy effects of that exquifite dif .. 
cipline to which he had inured his foldiers; the fire.. 
of the pruffian foldiers, as well as their artillery was-; 
fo extremely heavy and unintermitting, that it was., 
almoft irnpoilible for any troops to frand 1,mbroken, 
before it. ' 
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In the mean time great changes happened in the 

camp at Pirna, fince the loth of october. The fax­
ons' had that day attempted to throw a bridge over 
the riv,er at Wilftead. The pruffians had there a re­
doubt, from whence a captain with 50 grenadiers 
fired on tbe faxon's boats. He took feven or eight 
of them, and others he funk with their cannon; fo 
that the defign of the faxons mifcarried. They now 
f11tered their defign, and, feeing the difficulty of 
~ranfporting their boats on the Elbe, where they 
pad the fire of three pruffian redou'bts to pafs, they 
~herefore loaded their pontoons on horfes, and carried 
them tpus by land to a place near Konigftein, op­
p,ofite to the village of Halbftadtd. This outlet of 
fheir camp had excited the attention of the faxons, 
as being the moft eafy, on account of the fuccours 
~hey expected from the aufl:rians. For the _ better 
underftanding of this relation, it will be neceffary to 
break here the thread of the narrative, in order to 
pefcribe the nature of the ground, which is known 
to be the bafis of military difpofitions. The defcrip­
tion which I before gave of the poft of Pima,.. has 
fhewn its fituation to be very ftrong; but with this 
defect:, that it is as difficult to come out of i~ as to 
force it. According to the fituation of the ground, 
the faxons could attempt to force a paffage only by 
Hermfdorf and Hellendorf. This would certainly 
have been attended with great 10fs, though there was 
~ probapility of faving by this attempt a part, at leaft, 
pf their men. It cannot but be thought, that they 
were entirely un::tcqqaintml with the fituation of 
Halbftadt, Burgearfdorf Zeigenruck" Schandau, and 
with the difpofition of thepruffians in thefe pofts. 
The pruman general Zefchwitz, with ~Ieven battali­
ons and fifteen fquadrons, was pofted between Sch,aQ~ 
daq, and Wenqifchefere; and 0PP9fite to h~m in the 
villages of Mitteldorf and. Altepdorf~fI1campedmar~ 
fhal Btown with his detachmenff ,,' Lefchwit~ was 
~uch ftronger than Brown., The .impracticable ~.tu .. 
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ation of thefe rotks hindered the aufrrians from ad~ 
vancing to Bugerfdorf. This could not be done with­
out a body double their number, or filing off, two 
a-breaft, in fight of general Lefchwitz towards AI­
ftadt. Where the faxons intended to pafs, is a fmall 
plain, in the center of which frands Lilienftein, a fl:eep 
mountain. On both tides of this rock, in the form 
of a crefent, qve battalions of grenadiers guarded 
an impraCticable barricade of felled trees. Behind 
them at the diftance of 500 paces, two brigades. 
of foot were placed in the defile of Burgerfdorfi, 
fupported by five fquadrons of dragoons; and behin~ 
this defile is Ziegenruck, a perpendicular rock, 60 
feet high, and which forms a femi-circle round thefe 
difficult pofts, joining the Elbe, at its two extremi­
ties. From this inconvenient place, however, it was, 
that on the I I th the faxons began to form their 
bridge. The pruffian officers, inftead of difl:urbing 
them, fuffered them to finifh it. The defcent from 
Tirmfdorf, towards the Elbe, is tollerable praCticable i 
but, after they had finifhed their bridge, the great 
difficuty remained of climbing up the rock, from 
whence they could go only by one foot-path to Al­
ftadtel. It was on the 12 th, in the evening, that 
they began their march. Two battalions of grena­
diers, after infinite difficulty, got on the other fide. 
On the 13th, this road was intirely deftroyed by the 
continual rains; fo that there was no poffibility of get~ 
ting their cannon from their entrenchments; and ac,,_ 
cordingly they left them behind. This day their ca­
valry, their baggage, and their rear found themfelves 
confufedly embarraffed, one being ftopped by ano~ 
ther. The difficulty of the paffage hindered too 
march of their troops, the van could only file off one 
by one, whilft the main bod)l and the rear were obliged 
to remain motionlefs on the fame place. On the 13th, 
very early in the morning, prince Maurice of An­
halt received the firft advice of the retreat of the fax .. 
ons. The pruffion tl'OOpS wit~out delay,. marche~ in 
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fevep. columns. It was with great labour they climbed 
thofe rocks, during which" however, they met with 
no oppofition. Upon gaining the height, they form­
ed; the pruffian huffars fell upon four faxon fqua­
drom, which compofed their rear-guard, and drove 
them to their infantry, near Tirmfdorf. The pruf­
fian companies of hunters, lodging themfelves in a 
~ood, on the flank of thefe troops, extremely galled 
them with their fire. At the fame time, prince Mau­
rice ordered the foot regiment of Pruffia to advance 
on an eminence, to the right Qf the faxons; and two 
pieces of cannon being brought to play on their 
rear gU,ard, a general flight enfued. The huffars 
'threw themfel yes on the bag~ge of the army, and 
plundered it; and the, hunters conveyed themfelves 
into the woods, near the Elbe; from whence they 
galled the rear guard in its retreat. The faxons now 
10ft all prefence of mind, and cut down their bridge, 
~hich wa~ carried away by the current to the poft of 
Raden, where it was flopped. The pruffian army 
'encamped on the eminence of Stuppen, its left join­
ing to the Elbe, and the right extending along a large 
hollow way, terminating near Hennerfdorf. Such 
were the fituations of the pruffian, auftrian and faxon 
troops, when the king of Pruffia arrived on the 14th, 
with his dragoons, at the camp at Struppen. 

Marfhal Brown had arrived on the 11 th, at Lich­
tenfdorf, near Schandau, and immediately acquainted 
the faxons with his arrival, letting them know, that 
he would fray the:e all the next day, but no longer; 
and, in the mean time, waited for the notice of a cer­
tain fignal, to begin the attack on the pruffian pofts, 
which fignal was not given. The faxons were in a 
cui de fac, or place, through which there was no 
palfage, where it was impoffible for them to act, and 
they laboured under unfurmouotable difficulties; fo 
that, though the king of Poland, who was at Ko­
nigflein, waS :\rdem, for making an attack, his ge­
nerals convinced him of the utter impoffibility of it. 

Marlbal 



( ISS ) 
Marfual Brown perceiving all the dariger of the fttu; 
ation he was then in; retreated on the 14th towards 
Bohemia. '''hereupon; a pruman officer, with a body 
of huffars fell UPOIi the rear of the auitriC1ns, con­
lifting of 300 huffars, arid 200 pandbufs, and, rout­
ing them, the hungarian infantry was put to the fword~ 
This affair, which gave rife to fo many deba:tes and 
reproaches among the auftrian and faxon generals, is 
very eafily decided; the cafe was, that neither party 
had a fufficient knowledge of the ground which the 
faxons had pitched upon for their retreat, and to 
which alone was owing the furrender of the faxon 
army. The king of Poland, who was yet in the 
caftle of Konigftein, feeing his army in fuch a fitua­
tion, that it could not force a paffage by the [word, 
and without all hopes of provifions or fuccours, per.; 
ruitted his troops to furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war. Count Rutowfki was appointed to draw up the 
capitulation "*. The king of Pruffia made no diffi" 
culty of reftoring the colours, ftandards, and kettle­
drums, which were carried to the king of Poland at 
Konigftein. According to the capitulation the faxons 
marched out of their camp. On the 16th, in the 
morning, bread was fent to the foldiers, as foon 
as the capitulation was agreed to. On the 17th 
they paffed the Elbe, preceded by their general offi~ 
cers, at a place called Raden, where the pruffians had 
a bridge of boats ; from thence they marched into 
a plain in the neighbourhood, and after pamng be-

'" His pruffian tnajefiy's anCwer to the )th article of capitulatiol'l/ 
is conceived in thofe fpirited terms, which the prince was fo wont 
to ufe. Rutowlki demanded that the life and grenadier guards 
fhould be excepted in the capitulation; to which his majefty an­
fwered, " There is no exception to be made, becaufe it is known 
" that the king of Poland did give orders for that part of his troops 
" which is in the faid kingdom to join the ruffians, and to march 
" for this purpofe to the frontiers of Silefia; and a man muft be a 
" fool to let troops go which he holds faft, to fee them make head 
" again!!: him a fecond time, and to be obliged to take them priCo­
" ners again." 
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tween two battalions of pruffian guards, they were 
teceived by two battalions of the prince of Pruffia's 
tegiment, drawn up on the right and left; they there 
formed a hollow fquare, and had the articles of war 
tead, and the military oath adminiftered to them. 
As there was but one bridge laid over the river, and 
the roads from the faxon camp were extremely bad; 
and as every regiment took the oath feparately, this 
ceremony lafted all that day and the next. The fol­
cliers were all armed; and moft of them entered into 
the fervice of his pruffian majefty, and the officers 
were permitted on their parole, to go to their place~ 
of refidence. 

The whole faxon 3Irmy confifted of 16,000 men; 
3000 of which were horfe and dragoons. The fol­
diers were extremely well looking, robuft young men, 
and had not fuffered for wa.nt of provifions during 
the blockade of five weeks. But the cavalry was al­
moft ruined. 

On the 18th, die king of Poland fet out for Wat­
raw. The troops of Pruffia were withdrawn from all 
the places in this road; and the fame regard fhewn to 
his perf on, as crowned heads reciprocally obferve to­
wards each other, in the moft profound peace. The 
queen of Poland, together with the royal family, con­
tinued in their capital; and had the fame honours paid 
them from their enemies that furrOllnded them, as 
they were accuftomed to receive from their own fub­
jetl:s; 

It was expetl:ed by many, that the king of Pruffia; 
after gaining fuch an acceffion of ftrength, as the 
faxon army, would again march into Bohemia, and 
face marillal Brown on a more equal footing than be­
fore. But that wife monarch, weighing the difadvan­
tages that might accrue to his army by hazarding a 
winter's campaign, in a country, where the [everity 
of the weather is generally more deftrutl:ive than the 
moft defperate battle; againft the advantages that 
might be gained by a fecond viEliory, at a [eafon when 
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it was impoffible to improve it, prudently refolved td 
withdraw his army into quarters of cantonment, and 
there to wait the motions of the enemy. Accord­
ingly, marfhal Keith was ordered to fend off the bag­
gage of his corps on the 21ft of October, the horte 
and heavy artillery on the 22d; which was accordingly 
executed. 

His pruffian majefty left Struppen the 20th, ac­
companied with 10 battalions; to cover the retreat of 
his bohemian army, and lay that night at Peterfwalde; 
and the next at Lenai; on the 22d, in the morning 
(leaving his battalions at Lenai) went to Lowofchutz, 
but returned that night to Lenai. On the 23d, early 
in the morning, the camp at Lowofchutz broke up ; 
they formed into two columns, the firft commanded 
by marfhal Keith, the fecond by the prince of Pruf­
fia. Marfhal Keith detached four battalions by the 
banks of the Elbe, t~ guard the right of the army; 
and, at the fame time, to pick up the detachments 
placed along the river: they joined the army at Lenai. 
The prince of Bevern commanded the rear guard, 
which confifted of eight battalions, five fquadrons of 
dragoons, and five of huffars. On the left of the 
rear of the army, but at fome diftance, was pofted 
part of the regiment of leithen huffars, to prevent 
the auftrian irregulars from acting; they lay that 
night at Lenai, the 23d, where they refted the 24th 
and 25th. 

In the mean time, madhal Brown could not well 
penetrate into the defigns of his pruffian majefty; but 
thinking it probable, that he was making his difpo­
fitions for retreating, he fent a detachment of 3000 
men, under general Haddick, with a defign to har­
ra[s the rear of the pruffian army; but he found his 
pruffian majefty had made fo mafterly a difpofition; 
that it was in vain to attack him. He accordingly 
retired. 

That monarch had occupied with his ten battalions 
all the high grounds about Lenai, and his army con­
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tlnlled to retire in perfect fafety, his battalions frill 
marching on, and keeping poireffion of the heights. 
The army advanced on the 26th to Teutfch Neu­
dorff, encamped there, and the next day to Schoen­
walde, and re-entered Saxony on the 30th, where it 
was cantoned between Pirna and the frontier along 
the Elbe. General Zaftrow, with his brigade, was 
pofted at Giihi.ibel and Gottleube, where he was at­
tacked by the auftrian pandours; but they were re­
pulfed with lofs, and purfued beyond Peterfwalde; 
after which, diiheartened by the warm reception they 
always met with, they no longer difturbed the ad­
vanced pofts of the pruffian army. 

At the fame time the army at Lowofchutz 
was quitting Bohemia, marlhal Schwerin was or­
dered to return into Silefia. He had paired the 
Elbe at J aromitz: and, after procuring all the fo­
rage pomble, he marched towards Schalitz; to which 
place fome thoufands of hungarians followed him, a 
body of his troops attacked them, and drove them as 
far as Stnirfitz; after which, he continued his march 
unmolefted. On the 2d of november, he entered 
the county of Glatz, and put his army into places of 
cantonment. 

His majefty the king of Pruffia, entered Drefden 
in triumph, on the 2 I it of november, accompanied 
by the princes of his houfe, and feveral general offi­
cers, on horfeback, followed by his reginienr of life­
guards. and took his refidence at count Bruhl's 
magnificent palace. He rode every day, 'and im­
mediately on his coming, examined the fOitifica­
tions of the city, as well as the provifion and ammu­
nition, with which it was ftored: ten thoufaod of his 
troops were quartered in the city and tlli~ neighbour­
ing villages. The number of mouths this occafioned 
to be at Drefden, enhanced the'price of corn fo 
much, that a bllihelof wheat coit five crowns. And 
what enhanced this fcarcity was, a monopoly, one 
fingle man having farmed all the mpls in Saxony, 
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and the bakers were aU obliged to have their corn 
ground at thefe mills; and although three memorials 
were prefented to his poliih majefry, requefring a re­
medy to fo great a grievance; yet, fuch was the inat­
tention of that court to the good of its fubjetts, 'that 
they rejected them, and the mills continued farmed. 

The king of Pruffia, during his fray at Drefden, 
in order to keep off the enemy's irregular troops 
from making incurflons into Saxony, ordered ditches 
to be made ten ells broad, and five deep; and by 
laying trees acro[s, made a fort of barricade. His 
majefty alfo ordered the fortifications of the city of 
Drefden to be confiderabl y repaired and augmented, 
and formed a very confiderable magazine there for the 
llfe of his troops. That monarch alfo fent advice to. 
the lords of the regency, at Leipfick, that they mufr 
prepare quarters for 6000 prufiian foot, and a regi­
ment of horfe, who Joon after made their appear­
ance in that city, to the great impoverifhment of the 
inhabitants. His pruffian majefry this winter raifed 
9000 men in the eleCtorate of Saxony, to recruit his 
forces with. 

The reader cannot but frop here one moment, to 
pitture to himfelf the difmaI ftate of Saxony. With­
out a fovereign; and his pruffian majefty governing 
the whole elettorate as abfolutely as he did in Bran­
denburg; obliged to maintain, and even recruit an 
army of near 100,000 men; befides the enormous 
contributions every where demanded. It is true, the 
feverity of the pruilian difcipline was fuch, that the 
country fuffered lds from them than they would 
have done from any other army in the world; but 
then the hardfhips which the poor peafants and burgh­
ers fdt, were very terrible, from the licentious dif­
poGtion of the conquering foldiers, which, though 
difcipline greatly difcouraged, yet it could never per­
iealy fubdue it. 

In this general [cf'ne of misfortunes, the only place 
of tranquility was Drtfden, where the queen of Po­
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land and her family ftill refided; and though a paper 
war continued at the Hague, and feveral other courts, 
between the kings of Poland and Pruffia, yet nothing 
was to be feen at Drefden, but the greateft politenefs 
and complaifance. The king of Pruffia admiring a 
very fine fet of piCtures in the royal palace; her po. 
lith majefty being informed of it, ordered them to be 
immediately carried to that monarch. On the other 
hand, nothing was wanting to alleviate the difagree­
ablenefs of her prefent fituation. The pruffian offi· 
cers were always prefent at the operas and balls, in the 
royal palace, which paved the way to feveral marriages 
between them and her polith majefty's maids of ho· 
nour; and his pruffian majefty, whenever any birth­
day in the royal family happened, always fent marthal 
Keith to compliment the queen in his name. 

Marthal Brown, in the mean time, finding that he 
had nothing more to fear from the pruffians this win­
ter, fent all his troops into winter quarters in Bohe­
mia, fixing the head quarters at Prague. 

His pruffian majefty having feen every thing in 
proper order, throughout his winter quarters in Saxony, 
returned to Berlin, from whence he diCtated many of 
thofe memorials which were publithed, in anfwer to 
thofe of his enemies, particularly of the houfe of 
Auftria. His imperial majefty, in quality of head of 
the empire, iifued a multitude of decrees againft his 
pruffian majefty, fome addreifed to himfelf and others 
to the empire: but all tbefe threatening matters 
were regarded in the moft contemptible light, by that 
monarch. 

What gave him much more uneafinefs, were the 
great preparations carrying on in Ruffia; the 
czarina openly declared them to be defigned 
againft the king of Pruffia, under the pretence of 
fuccouring her allies, as !he was bound by the treaty 
to do: for this. purpofe, fhe made very confider­
able preparations, and that monarch was threatened 
with having at leaft 100,000 men on his ba,k from 
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that quarter. The french alfo gave out, all over Eu~ 
rope, thatt they intended marching a formidable army 
to the affiftance of their ally the emprefs queen; and 
the preparations they made on the frontiers of France, 
indicated fame great defign in hand. 

To defend himfelf againft fa formidable a confe­
deracy, this great monarch was obliged to let his own 
prepartions for war keep pace with thofe of his ene .. 
mies. He made levies all over his dominions, that 
his troops might bear fome equality in number to 
thofe of his antagonifts. In ilion, he fhowed, that 
bis refources encreafed in proportion, as his dangers 
multiplied. 

Such was the end of the firft campaign in Germany; 
glorioul1y finiilied on the part of his pruman rna­
jefty. He bad difcovered the unjuft defigns of his 
enemies, and he did as much as the greateft king 
could have done, to prevent their execution. He 
drove his enemy, the king of Poland, out of his he~ 
reditary dominions, and took polieffion of them him­
felf, making his whole army prifoners of war. He 
carried the war into countries belonging to the emprefs 
queen, and gained a viaory over her troops. In the 
paper war which was carried on between his, and his 
enemies minifters, at moft of the courts in Europe, 
he was equally victorious. In ilion, his pruffian ma­
jetty appealed every where, and conqueft always for 
his attendant. 

I iball conclude this chapter with fome account! 
of field marilial Keith, fo often mentioned in it. 
This great man was a native of Scotland, that 
country having the honour of giving him birth 
in 1696. He is defcended from one of its moft 
antient and noble families. He was drawn into the 
rebellion againft his majefty king George the Jft,. 
in 1715, and behaved with great refolution and 
bravery, at the battle of Sherriffmuir. At the 
fupprehion of the rebellion, he went into France,. 
where he fiudied mathematics under the celebrated 
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M: de Mtlupertills; he alfo made himfelf perfect ma": 
fier of the military part of geometry. From Paris 
he fet out on his travels into Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
and Switferland. On his return to that city, the czar 
of Mufcovy, who was then at Paris, invited him to 
enter into his fervice, which Mr. Keith then refufed. 
He was a voltmteer in the french army at the ftorming 
the harbour of Vigo, in the year 17 I 9, when he re­
ceived a dangerous wound. From Paris he went'tQ 
the court of Madrid, where, by the i-ntereft of the 
duke of Liria, he obtained a commiffion in the irifh 
brigade, then commanded by the duke of Ormond. 
He accompanied the duke of Liria, in his embaffy 
from the court of Spain, to Mufcovy, which intro­
duced him into the fervice of the czarina, who gave 
him a commiffion of brigadier general, and foon after, 
that of lieutenant general, and was invefted with the 
order of the black eagle. In this quality he ferved 
under count Munich againft the turks, commanding 
a body of 8000 men, at the liege of Oczakow, with 
great reputation, and receiving a wound in the thigh, 
for the cure of which he made a journey from Pe­
terfburgh to Paris; as fo.on as he recovered he came 
over to London, and was very weJl received by his 
britannic majefty, who knew that he. was forced into 
the rebellion, by a bigotted mother. On his return 
into Ruffia, peace reigned for fome time through that 
empire; but a War breaking out between the ruffians 
and fwedes, they came to the battle of Wilmanftrand, 
wherein the former got the viaory, owing to the good, 
condua of ma,dhal Lacy and general Keith. He af­
terwards commanded an army of 30,000 men near 
Peterfburg, when the amazing revolution in the ruf­
fian empire was brought about, which placed the 
emprefs Elizabeth, daughter of Peter the great, on the 
throne of Ruffia. He alfo commanded an army 
againft the fwedes, in the war which took place foon 
after the revolution. On the conclullon of the peace 
with Sweden, the emprefs fent him ambaffador to. 
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Stockholm; and (oon after created him field marlbaI 
in the ruffian armies. ,But taking fome difguil: to the 
ruffian fervice, whofe pay is very fmall, he entered 
into the fervice of his pruffian majefty, who received 
him in the moil: gracious manner, made him governor 
of Berlin, and a field marfhal in the pruffian armies; 
enjoying a large revenue, and the moil: gracious 
treatment from the king of Pruffia. The firft occa­
fion for a difplay of his abilities, in the fervice of his 
new mafter, was the invafion of Saxony by that mo­
narch: and of which I have juft been endeavouring 
to prefent the reader with a clear and diftinCl: view. 
His genius in the art of war, will appear more fully 
in the fubfequent tranfaCl:ions. 

CHAP. 



C HAP. X. 

Affairs in England and France. Recapitulation of the 
affairs of France. Rife and progreJs of french power. 
Changes in the englijh minijiry. Parliament meets. 
King's Jpeech, and addreJ!es. Board of enquiry on 
Stuart, Cornwallis, and Effingham. French kingjhlb­
bed. Meffage to the houfe of commons. Naval tran} 
aflions. Affairs in the Eafl-Indies. Court martial on 
Admiral Byng. Its refolutions and fentmce. cthe 
members of it examined by the houJe of turds. cthe 
admiral executed. Rejleflions. 

N o part of hiftory is fo extremely difficult to 
write, as that which prefents us with an account 

of the tranfactions performed in our own time. It is 
almoft impoffible en,tirely to difpel the cloud of ob­
fcurity which cover the motives, and feerer fprings 
that occafion many rem;:trkable events. An hiftorian 
ought to be in the cabinet of princes, and at the 
head of their armies; yet, even with thefe advantages, 
the prejudices of religion, and partiality towards his 
own country, will be apt to taint the truth of his 
narrations. In iliort, fo many great and noble qua­
lities are requifite to adorn the mind of a complete 
hiitorian, that very few fince the creation of the world 
have advanced near to the higheft pitch of hiftoric 
excellence. But in the latter ages of the world, we 
have never found that anyone, who ventured into 
that part of hiftory I juft mentioned, ever gained a 
great rep\ltation; owing to the difficulty of judging 
clearly on the aCtions of our cotemporaries. The 
reader muft pardon this iliort digreffion. To re· 
1:urn. 

H.itherto the britiili nation had been engaged in at"). 
unfuccefsful war 2 g 1inft France. The advantages 
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which the enemy had gained, were not of very great 
confequence in them1elves; but as they brought a 
reputation on their a~m5; and yet more, as they funk 
and depreffed the fpirits of their adverfaries. The 
englifh pined with difcontent, on their not being 
viaorious in a juft and neceffary war. The only 
confolation they received, was from the eclat of 
the king of Pruilia's fucce[s; and the hopes of a 
change in the englifh miniftry, and, confequenrly, of 
one in the meafures of the nation. The difcontents 
of the people ran very high throughout the kingdom; 
they could not forget Minorca: one may perceive 
how imbittered their minds were, by reading the ad­
dreffes which were prefented to the king on that oc­
calion, from maft of the boroughs and corporations 
in England. 

Bad iuccefs, in the beginning of a war, under fuch 
a government as fubfifts in England, is the neceffary 
confequence of a war. France, from the nature of 
her government, conftantly keeps up a great force 
both by land and fea; fo th~t, no fooner has fhe re­
folved on a war with any of her neighbours, than 
her forces are ready to march againft her enemies. In 
England the cafe is quite different: let a war be ever 
1'0 neceffary, a king of England can take no fteps to 
profecute it, before its neceffity and confequences are 
debated in parliament; and, even when they are ap­
proved of, the forces to carryon fuch a war are all 
to be raifed, (a very few excepted) and difciplined; 
it is always fome time before fuch troops as thofe 
can be brought to a clear knowledge of their manual 
exercife; without which, everyone knows, they can 
be of but little ufe ; and when they have acquired a 
competent dexterity in that part of the art of war, 
they are not then, by any means, on an equality with 
veteran troops. 

From thefe reafons it is very evident, that France 
rn uft, almoft in the nature of things, have a great 
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advantage over England, in the beginning of every 
war: not only reafon, but the remembrance of paft 
events will teach us this piece of political knowledge. 
But it is neceffary for the clearer underftanding of 
this work to take a view of the ftate of France at 
this period. 

The reader muft not here expeCl: to find this potent 
kingdom confidered in the fame light, as it was dur­
ing the reign of her late monarch Lewis XIV, who 
approached almoft as near to univerfal monarchy,' as. 
the emperor Charles V did in Germany and Spain. 
It was a general concatination of events that rendered 
France fa extremely formidable. 

That monarch fucceeded Lewis XIII in the throne, 
in 1643, at a time when France was neither in a very 
fiouriiliing nor a very feeble ftate. Ann of Auftria 
obtained the fole regency of the kingdom; and made 
cardinal Mazarine, her chief minifter, mafter of 
France and of herfelf. He had obtained that power 
over her, which an artful man will acquire over 
a woman, born without ftrength fufficient to go­
vern, yet, with conftancy enough to perfift in her 
choice *. 

This minifter, who governed France with variety 
of fuccefs, for 18 years, was formerly a mere adven­
turer, without any great pretences to family, credit 
or fortune; by birth a gentleman of Rome: his firil: 
patron was cardinal Sachetti; then he became a cap­
tain of horre; but being taken notice of by cardinal 
'Antonio Barberrini, he laid afide the military, and 
affumed the ecc1efiaftical habit. He was agent for 
the french, at the peace of Cafal, and behaving with 
courage and dexterity, recommended himfelf to car­
dinal Richelieu, who took him entirely into his con­
tidence, and procured him a hat from Rome. He 

~ Vide Voltaire's Works. 
had 
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had a fine perron, an eafy and infinuating add refs, was 
poffdTed of all genteel accompli!hments, had an air 
of courtefy, and kindnefs, fpoke fenfibly of affairs of 
importance, agreeably and pleafantly on all other to. 
picks. In !hart, he was an able ftatefman, and a 
finiilied courtier; but as for religion, virtue, honour, 
probity or regard for the people, they were (to fpeak 
without envy or prejudice) things out of his way; he 
did not either pretend to them himfelf, nor was he 
furpected of having any acquaintance with them by 
others. 

On his death the adminiftration of affairs fell into 
the hands of Tellier, Colbert, and de Lionne, who 
had addrefs enough, by flattering their mafier, to keep 
their pofts for a confiderable time. Colbert was comp­
troller general of the finances; a man of great parts, 
and mofi extenfive genius: the war which preceded 
the treaty of Aix 1a Chapelle, concluded in 1668, 
was carried fuccefsfully through the abilities and ad­
vice of this minifter; who always kept the revenues 
of France in moft excellent order: by that treaty 
France gained feveral important towns in Flanders. 
But the gre-atnefs of Colbert's genius is beft feen in 
the great encouragement he gave to trade and manu­
faCtures; it was through his management, that France 
became a maritime power. It was really aftoni!hing 
to behold the fea-ports, which before were deferted 
and in ruins, now furrounded by works which were 
at once both their ornament and their defence; cover­
ed alfo with fbips and mariners, and containing al­
ready near fixty large men of war. New colonies un­
der the proteCtion of the french flag, were fent from 
all parts into America, the EaH:-Indies, and the coans 
of Africa. Thefe were the great effects of that able 
minilter's adminifiration, more for the advantage 
and glory of France than all the foundina conquefts 
of Lewis XIV. - 0 
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But the affairs of that nation took a very fatal change. 
in the war that monarch went into to fupport his 
grandfon on the throne of Spain. His able minifters, 
who had formerly conducted his affairs with fo much 
glory, were now all dead, and in their room none 
were placed .but youths of no experience: Conde, 
Luxemburg, and Turenne, no longer commanded 
the armies of France; military difcipline, the very 
foul of armies, was utterly neglected; the marine 
was ruined, and all trade was at a ftand. The peace 
of Utrecht faved the nation from entire deftruction. 

During the regency of the duke of Orleans, France 
recovered herfelf confiderably ; that prince's admini­
ftration was certainly the beft calculated for the inte­
reft of the kingdom, of any he could poffibly pur[ue ; 
and his plan for foreign affairs was the beft laid, and 
beft conducted, that the french had ever feen. He 
found the kingdom burdened with an immen[e na­
tional debt, by fome calculated to be near three 
hundred millions fterling: everyone knows the rife 
and progrefs of the famous Miffifippi [cherne, by 
which the nation annihilated fa many millions. As 
deftructive as fuch a fcheme might be to individuals. 
yet the nation in general gained confiderably by it; 
and from that period, we find France continually re­
gaining her credit, commerce, and power. At the 
beginning of the war of 174 r, !he was again much 
too powerful for the repofe of Europe; by fea indeed, 
that power was not fo formidable as it was by land; 
fince it is very certain, at the beginning of it, the 
whole naval power of France did not confift of quite 
forty !hips of war of all fizes, which, though it be 
very !hort of what it was at the opening of the pre·. 
fent century, yet is much fuperior to any force the 
french had of that nature, before the reign of Lewis 
XIV. And the commerce of France, though it was 
much inferior to what it had been, was yet certainly 
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v~ry confiderable; for France loft by that war, 10 Its 
trade, two hundred millions of their money, which 
makes above nine millions three; hundred thoufand 
pounds of ours: by which we may perceive, that 
their trade was arrived at a furpriling height; but 
then we alfo find that it was reduced by that war to 
nothing. 

After the condulion of the peace, the french mi­
niftry continued to load the kingdom with exorbitant 
taxes, to pay thofe debts they had contracted during 
the war; but the miferable condition of the nation 
at that time, was fuch, that they could not afford fo 
larg.e a part of their property, as was neceffary to 
difcharge them; fa that France at the commence· 
ment of the late war was burdened with very near 
the fame debts, as ilie was at the conclufion of the 
preceding one. 

With England the cafe was different. This nation 
indeed, was burthened with a very heavy national 
debt; but then ilie enjoyed a more extenfive an<l 
fiouriD1ing commerce than France, and her naval 
power infinitely exceeded that of her enemy. Yet 
thefe advantages we find were ball anced at the be­
ginning of the war, by the advantages which the go­
vernment of France has over a limited one in military 
proceedings. This was the cafe in the war of whi'Ch 
I am fpeaking; hitherto, very indifferent [ucce[s had 
crowned the attempts of the britiili nation; Europe, 
Alia, and America, were equally the unfuccefsful the ... 
atres of our military affairs. 

This bad [uccefs, although it depended in part on 
the natural confequences of the war, yet the miniftry 
then at the helm of affairs in this kingdom, certainly 
did not iliew thofe abilities, and refolution, that were 
neceifary to carryon [0 great an undertaking as a war 
with France. In England a minifter always makes a 
very bad figure at the eve of a war. It is the nature 
of our conititution, to have an oppofition to every 
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minifter's meafures, carried on in parliament: this 
tan extremely high at the beginning of this war; 
ever fince the 10fs of Minorca, which reflected [0 
much difgrace on the britiili nation, the kingdom in 
general wifhed ardently for a change, both of mini-, 
frers and meafures. 

The effects of this general difcontent were foon 
perceived; for we find, that in the begin,ning of no­
vember, his majefty was pleafed to make the follow­
ing alterations in the miniftry; the duke of Devon­
fhire was made firft lord commiffioner of the treafury, 
in the room of the duke of N ewcaftIe, who was cre­
ated a duke of Great Britain by the title of the duke 
of Newcaftle under Lyne, in the county of Stafford. 
The other commiffioners were, the right hon. Henry 
Legge, Robert Nugent, efq. the lord vifcount Dun­
cannon, and the hon. James Grenville. The right 
hon. Henry Legge, was alfo appointed chancellor and 
under treafurer of the Exchequer. The right hon. 
the earl of Ilchefter, and James Creffert, eig. were 
made comptrollers of the accounts of his rnajefty>s 
army. The new commiffioners of the admiralty 
were Richard earl of Temple, the hon. Edward Bof­
cawen, Temple Weft, and John Pitt, efqrs. George 
Hay, L. L. D. Thomas Orby Hunter, and Gilbert 
Elliot, efqrs. The right hon. George Grenville, was 
made treafurer of his rnajefty's navy. Earl Temple, 
lord Mansfield, John viicount Bateman (treafurer of 
his majefty's houfhold) and Richard Edgecombe, 
efq. (comptroller of his majefty's houiliold) were 
fworn of the privy counei}. John lord Berkeley 
was made captain of his rnaJefty's band of penfioners. 
The right hon. Wills Hill, earl of HiHborough, in 
Ireland, was created a baron of Great Britain, by 
the title of lord Harwich. Sir George Lyttleton was 
created Baron Lyuleton. The 4th of december t"6l­
lowing, his majefty appointed the right hon. V\'il­
liarn Pitt, to be one of his rnajefty's principal ~e-
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cretaries of ftate, in the room of the right hon; 
Henry Fox, who refigned. This principal, amongft 
the party who were new pu!hed out of the miniftry, 
finding the current run fo ftrong againft him, thought 
it prudent .to refign, with hopes that he might have 
an opportunity to regain his power, and eftablifu him­
felf more firmly in his loft teat. 

Private adventurers by fea, met with more general 
fuccefs in their undertakings than the royal fquadrons. 
That of the antigallican privateer in particular; it 
was fitted out by the focietyof antigallicans; it was 
formerly the Flamborough man of war, then a mer­
chant's verrel, and afterwards the antigallican priva­
teer; !he mounted 28 guns, and carried 208 men; 
was commanded by captain William Fofter. She 
failed from Deptford the 17th of feptember. About 
100 leagues weft of Lillion, !he met with the Ma­
ria Therefa, a french !hip from the Weft-Indies, 
mounting 14- carriage guns, and carrying 30 men; 
after a brifk engagement for a quarter of an hour {he 
ftruck, and was valued at upwards of 20,0001. A 
little further fouth, the antigallican took a fnow, of 
180 tons, from Bourdeaux, laden with wine, bale 
goods, pitch, and diftilled waters, valued at near 
15,0001. A little north eaft of Madeira, !he was 
chafed by two french men of war, but efcaped by 
means of a calm. 

They next cruifed off the coaft of Galicia in Spain; 
and on the 26th of december in the morning, di[· 
covered a fail; they gave chace under fpanilli colours; 
at 12 got within gun-ihot, when {he fired a gun, 
upon which the antigallican took down fpaniih and 
hung up engliih colours, on which the enemy gave 
them a broad-fide, and killed three men, but had no 
return till the englifh captain was clofe along-fide, 
where he engaged till three, when {he ftruck. She 
proved to be the duke de Penthievre Eaft-India man, 
bound laft from Madagafcar, and commanded by 
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captain Villeneuf, was upwards of I 000 tonsbur~ 
then, mounting 50 guns; the french captqin and 12 

men were killed, the fecond captain fhot through the 
fuoulder, and 27 more were wounded. Capt. Fofter 
loft 12 men and 26 wounded. The captain proceeded 
for Cadiz, where he met with very diiagreeable 
treatment, for the fpaniards in the french intereft, 
together with the fi-ench conillls infifted that the 
duke de Penthievre was taken within gun-iliot of the 
coaft of Spain; the truth of this did not appear al­
togeth~r fo clear; but if it was fo, the behaviour of 
the fpaniards . in the affair was unprecedented, and 
contrary to the laws of nations: a rupture with Spain 
at that time, would have been of very bad confe­
quence; fo the reftitution of the prize was agreed 
to by the engliili miniftry. 

Such was the iiTue of an affair which made much 
noife, and occafioned very j uft obfervations on the 
partiality of the fpaniards to our enemies the french; 
which fome were pleafed to attribute to the diilionour 
which the nation fuftained in the lo{s of Minorca; 
and that certainly with fame reafon; for the (paniards. 
were the Brit nation who expofed their furprife at fo 
ftrange an affair as the congueft of Minorca: It ap­
peared very ftrange in their eyes, that the mort pow­
erful maritime nation in the world, ihou1d fuffer [0 
ignominious a 1ofs. Even at this day, it is not 
clearly proved, whether the indiaman was a lawful 
prize or not; bur thus far we may affirm with certain­
ty, that the irregularity with WhICh the fpaniards 
conduCted, or .rather obJCured the traniaCtions in this. 
affair, was illegal, and fully proved how partially they 
aCted towards the french. 

But it is now time to give the reader [orne <l:ccount 
of the proceedings in parliament, for we m·.lft look 
into them to perceive the important fpr:ngs that move 
the great machine of the britifh power. That au­
guft affembly met on the 2d of december) when his 
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majefiy came with the u[ual fiate, and made a moft 
gracious fpeech to both houfes; and received as duo 
tiful and affectionate addreffes. 

His majefty mentioned his having fent the hano­
verian troops home, and in the lords addreis he was 
thanked for bringing them over; but it occafioned a. 
warm debate in the houfe; however, as his majeftv 
had fent for them at the requeft of his parliament, 
the thanks were at laft agreed to by the majority of 
the houfe. But in the addrefs of the commons, nO' 
fuch paragraph of thanks appeared. 

In purfuance of what was mentioned concerning 
them, in his majefty's· [peech, we find that the ha~ 
noverians were fent home; and in that manner ended 
part of a meafure which reflected fo much diilionour 
on the nation; and will always be remembered in 
the annals of Britain with regret. But it was not 
yet thought feafonable to part with the hefIians. They 
were ordered into winter quarters. 

Indeed there was nothing in England at this time 
but wore a gloomy appearance. It is a very great 
prefumption, that the affairs of a nation does not go 
well, when there are many court martials and boards 
of enquiry; this was the cafe in the beginning of 
this war in England. His majefty by a warrant dated 
november the 22d, directed fir John Ligonier, ge­
neral Hufke, and general Cholmondeley to enquire 
into the conduct of major general Stuart, and the 
colonels Cornwallis, and the earl of Effingham. The 
charge againft them, was their not joining their re­
:lpet1:ive commands in the iOand of Minorca. The 
board met december the 8th, and were alfo to en­
quire, whether they had u[ed their utmoft endeavour 
to _throw themfelves into fort St. Philip's; and why, 
being only pa:lfengers, they affifted at the fea council 
of war, which advifed Mr. Byng to return immedi­
ately to Gibraltar. 

The 
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The three officers made much the [arne defence; 

they proved that it was not in their power to be at 
Minorca before Mr. Byng's fleet, and that they could 
hot throw themfelves into that ifland; that as to their 
taffifting at the council of war, they fuppofed them­
felves under the command of the admiral; and affift­
ed, as they thought they were bound to co-operate 
",ith the fea officers, to the utmoft of their power, 
for the advancement of his majefty's fervice. Gene­
ral Cornwallis added verbally, " May I be permitted 
H to fay, that I have been now upwards of 26 
" years in his majefty's fervice, and employed in 
" more fervice, and greater variety, perhaps, than 
" any officer of my years and ftanding in the army; 
,~ that it has been my good fortune, during the 
" courfe of my fervice, never to 'have had a repri­
'" mand, or even a rebuke, from any fuperior officer; 
" and, that I have had the honour to ferve under 
" the feveral general officers apr Inted for this en­
" quiry; I flatter myfelf they will bear teftimony of 
" my zeal for, and forwardnefs in, the king's fervic~ 
" upon all occaGons." On the whole, the board 
humbly fubmitted it, to his majefty, as their unani­
mous opinion, that the conduct of the faid major 
general and colonels was clear from any fufpicion of 
difobedience of orders, or neglect of duty. 

In France, the winter was fpent in the ufual pre­
parations for war; but every thing was Illddenly 
ftopped on the 6th of january, by one of the moft 
defperate attempts recorded in hiftory. As the king 
was going from Trianon to Verfailles, to vi fit ma­
dam de Victoire; about fix in the evening, as his 
m<l:iefty was juft ftepping into his coach, to return to 
Trianon, a man, who had concealed himfelf between 
the hind wheels, rufhed forward, with his hat on, 
made his way to the king's pedon through the guards 
(one of whom he ihoved againft the dauphin) and 
frruck his majefty on the right fide, of which how-
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ever, he only complained, by faying, " That mati 
" has given me a violent blow, he muft be either 
" mad or drunk." But having perceived that his 
hand which he clapped to his fide, was Uoody, he 
faid, " I am wounded; ieize that fellow but don't 
" kill him. His tnajefry was immediately carried to 
his apartment. . The wound, C:vhich from the firft 
was not thought dangerous) was given with a iharp 
pointed knife, which glanced upwards between the 
fourth and fifth rib, but was not of any confiderable 
depth; and at the firft dreiling, it was even judged 
that the cure would be fpeedy. That night the king 
Dept an hour and a quarter, and every day recovered 
inore and more. The day after the king received the 
wound, the dauphin was charged with the admini­
ftration of the kingdom, and prefided in the council 
of ftatedUl'ing the king's illneis. The ,next day, all 
the prefidents and counfellors of the parliament, 
affembled, and deliberated on the event; and in the 
evening they carried to Verfailles the deliberation. 

The wretch, Robert Francis Damien (for that was 
his name) was born in 1714, at Arras; in 1738 he 
married, and had a daughter by that marriage. His 
brother was immediately taken into cufrody: His 
father was frill living, in the 85th year of his age. 
The proceis againft him was begu'n at Verfailles, and 
the conclllfion of it was, that his father, wife and 
da1Jghter, !hould quit the kingdom for ever;. but as 
for himfdf,--humanity won't permit. me to recite 
the barbarous !hocking cruel ties which were made ufe 
of at his execution, to torture a poor wretch, who 
plainly appeared, by his trial, to be mad. 

The preparations which were making by France, 
convinced the briti!h miniftry, that the war England 
was engaged in, would prove a continental one. 
The french were drawing their troops together from 
all parts, into twO camps on the frontiers of FI'anders, 
which feemed, by their fituation, to contain armies de~ 
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ninea to. aCt in Germany. Iildeed it was believed, 
in all the courts of Europe, that France would, early 
in the fpring~ march an army into the electorate of 
Hanov~r, to involve an innocent people into the hor­
rors of a bloody war, becaufe their fovereign was 
king of England. In fact, this defign of the french 
was io much regarded in England as to occafion the 
following meffage being fent by his majefry, by Mr. 
fecretary Pitt, to the houie of commons, the 17th of 
february, 1757, viz . 

. " George R. 
It is 'always with reluctance that his majefry ails 

any extraordinary fupplies of his people; but as the 
united councils and formidable preparations of France, 
and her allies, threaten, with the mofr alarming con­
fequences, Europe in general; and as thefe mofr un­
jufr and vindictive defigns !Ire particularly and imme~ 
diately bent againfr his majefty's electoral dominions, 
and thofe of his good ally. the king of Pruffia; his 
majef1:y confides in the experienced zeal and affection 
of his faithful commons, that they will chearfully 
affift him, in forming and maintaining an army of 
obfervation, for the jufr and neceffary defence and 
prefervation thereof; and enable his majefty to fulfil 
his engagements with the king of Pruffia, for the 
fecu'rity of the empire, againft the 'irruption of fo­
reign armies) and f'Or the fupport of the common 
cauie. 

G. R." 

This meffage was referred to the committee of 
fupply; and on the 21ft it was refolved to grant his 
m<1:iefty 200,0001. for the purpoJes therein mentioned 
in it. Let us for ~ moment enquire into the utility 
of this meafure; and we ihall find, for all what (ome 
pretended politicians a're pleafed to tell us to the con­
trary, that it was aneceffary onr: ; \Vc might be very 
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ever, he only complained, by faying, " That mad 
~, has given me a violent blow, he muft be either 
" mad or 'drunk." But having perceived that his 
hand which he clapped to his fide, was tloody, he 
faid, " I am wounded; ieize that fellow but don't 
" kill him. His majefty was immediately carried to 
his apartment. 'The wound, C:vhich from the firft 
was not thought dangerous) was given with a fharp 
pointed knife, which glanced upwards between the 
fourth and fifth rib, but was not of any confiderable 
depth; and at the firO: dreiling, it was even judged 
that the cure would be fpeedy. That night the king 
fiept an hour and a quarter, and every day recovered 
more and more. The day after the king received the 
wound, the dauphin was charged with the admini­
ftration of the kingdom, and prefided in the council 
of !tate dUl'ing the king's illneis. The ,next day, all 
the prefidents and counfellors of the parliament, 
aifembled, and deliberated on the event; and in the 
evening they carried to Verfailles the deliberation. 

The wretch, Robert Francis Damien (for that was 
his name) was born in J7I4, at Arras; in I738 he 
married, and had a daughter by that marriage. His 
brother was immediately taken into cuftody,. His 
father was !till living, in the 85th year of his age. 
The procefs againft him was begll'n at Verfailles, and 
the conchlfion of it was, that his father, wife and 
daughter, fhould quit the kingdom for ever; but as 
for himfelf,--humanity won't permit. me to recite 
the barbarous ihocking cruelties which were made ufe 
of at his execution, to torture a poor wretch, who 
plainly appeared, by his trial, to be mad. 

The preparations which were making by France, 
convinced the britifh mini!try, that the wir England 
was engaged in, would prove a continental one. 
The french were drawing their troops together from 
all parts, into twO camps on the frontiers of Fl'anders, 
which feemed, by their fituation; to contain armies d€4 
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jl:ined. to, aEt in Germany. Iildeed it was believed, 
in all the courts of Europe, that France would, early 
in the fpring, march an army into the electorate of 
Hanov~r, to involve an innocent people into the hor­
rorsof a bloody war, becaufe their fovereign was 
king of England. In fact, thisdefign of the french 
was fo much regarded in England as to occafion the 
following meJra.ge being fent by his majeil:y, by Mr. 
fecretary Pitt, to the houfe of commons, the 17th of 
february, 1757, viz . 

. " George R. 
It is always with reluctance that his majefry afks 

any extraordinary fupplies of his people; but as the 
unit~d councils and formidable preparations of France, 
and her allies, threaten, with the moil: alarming con­
fequences, Europe in general; and as thefe moil: un­
juil: and vindictive defigns are particularly and imme­
diately bent againil: his majefty's electoral dominions, 
and thofe of his good ally. the king of Pruffia; his 
majefry confides in the experienced zeal and affection 
of his faithful commons; that they will chearful1y 
affiil: him, in forming and maintaining an army of 
obfervation, for the juft and neceifary defence and 
prefervation thereof; and enable his majefty to fulfil 
his engagements with the king of Pruffia, for the 
fecurity of the empire, againft the irruption of fo­
reign armies, and for the {LIpport of the common 
cauJe. 

G. R." 

This meffage was referred to the committee of 
fupply; and on the 2,lft it was refolved to grant his 
majeil:y 200,0001. for the purpofes therein mentioned 
in it. Let us for a. moment enquire into the utUity 
of this meafure; and we {hall find, for all wI!ladome. 
pretended politicians are pleafe'ci to tell us to,the,con;­
trary, that it was a;neceffary om: ; 'Ye might be',very 
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fure, when firit the britilh _niiniftry teized the /hips of 
France, that that nation would revenge itfelf by at­
tacking Hanover, and it certainly was confonant with 
laws, human and divine~ to refolve to defend it, con­
fidering the unhappy hanoverians were forced into a 
deftruchve war, on our account, without having more 
to do with the troubles then in Europe than the in­
habitants of Lapland; and, as the rheafure was juil: 
and neceffary, it/was alfo neceffary to form an army 
of obfervation, for that purpofe. His royal highnefs 
the duke of Cumberland was appointed by hi-s ma­
.lefty for that command; he embarked at Harwich 
the 9th of april, in his way to Hanover, where he 
arrived fafe: and where I !hall leave him till I come 
to gi ve an account of the operations of the troops under 
his command. 

The naval affairs of England at this period, were 
not of great eclat. The french were extremely bufy 
in fitting out two great fleets at Breft, and port 1'0ri­
ent; the engliih miniftry had taken care to have a 
fuperior one lying off Breft harbour, under the com~ 
mand of fir Edward Hawke, who, in that ftation, fue­
ceeded Mr. Bofcawen, and had difpatched admiral 
Weft with I I fail of the line on a cruife to the weft­
ward: But all thefe precautions did not hinder a french 
fquadron getting" out of Breft, and the other likewife 
from port l'Orient. The one convoyed troops for 
the weft, and the other fer fail for the~ Eaft-Indies. 
The former was under the command of M. de Beau­
fremont, and confifted of fixteen fail of the line, and 
five frigates, carrying between 5 and 6000 men on 
board. Another french [quadron, under the com­
mand of M. de Reveft, a french admiral, alfo failed 
from Toulon for America;, admiral Saunders was then 
at Gibraltar, with an engliih one; and was informed 
that the french appeared off Malaga~ upon which he 
went, with five ihips, in pur[uit of them; the 5th of 
april he faw the french, and, being to leeward, formed a 
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line, as did the enemy, and fome of the {hips began 
to engage at a difrance; but before the reft got up, 
they loft fight of the french, and could meet with 
them no more: what was peculiarly unfortunate was, 
Mr. Saunders's not being able to prevent Reveft pafT­
ing the Streights, which he did, in his way to America. 
The englifh Weft-India fleet, under admiral Town­
fhend, at this time, confifted of four fhips of the line 
and three frigateg: it 'was very furprifing that the 
britifh miniftry had not fent a greater force to that 
ftation, efpcially as there were fo many french fqua­
drons ready to fail. 

In the Eaft-Indies a much brighter fuccefs at­
tended the briti!h arms. Mr. Warfon, the englifh 
admiral, who commanded in the Eaft-Indies, failed 
from Madrafs, on the 16th of october, with three 
fail of the line and fame frigates" for Bengal, and 
after a tedious voyage arrived, december the 5th, 
at the pott of Balafore, in the kingdom of Bengal2 

where ftrengthening his force with what recruits he 
could draw together, he entered the Ganges, and ' 
after a iliort refiftence, on the 30th of january, 
made himfelf mailer of Buibudgia, havin,g landed 
colonel Clive to attack it' by land: the conqueft 
of this fort opened a paffage to Calcutta, the late 
principal fettlement of the company in Bengal, and 
the [cene of the deplorable fUfferings of fa many of 
our \lOfortunate countrymen: The troops and [ailors, 
at tbe very fight of the place, were animated with -re­
venge, and attacked it with fo much bravery, that 
they 'became mafters of it the very day it was ap­
proached, a,nd found in it four mortars, 9 I guns of 
different fizes, and a confiderab1e quantity of all kinds 
of ammunition. In a few days afterwards, they burnt 
and deftroyed the city of H~lghley, together with the 
granaries and ftore-houfes of faIt, fituated on the 
banks of each fide the river, which was- of great pre-
judi<;e to the nabob's army. - . 
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The nabob, in the mean time, finding how viEl:oTiou$ 
the eng1ifh arms were, whenoppofedonly by garri., 
fons of indians, marched down, on the zd of february~ 
1757, with his whole army, confifting of 10,000 

horfe and 12,000 foot, with a defign to drive the 
engliih from their late conquefts. Col. Clive imme­
diately demanded of the admiral a detachment of 
failors, to come to tpe arnftance of the land forces; 
accordingly.the admiral-detached capi:. Warwick with 
a party. On receiving this reinforcemet, the colonel 
determined to attack the nabob in his camp, although 
he was fo mnch fuperior to him in numbe~s. On 
the 5th, he put this bold deilgn in executi0'l ~ the 
vit10ry was complete, the nabob being obliged to 
quit the field of battle, £lnce none of his troops 
COUld. ftand againft the. defperate bravery of thei~ 
enemies. 

The confequence of this battle was, that the nabob 
made propofalsof peace to col. Clive, which were agreed 
to. By this treaty the eng1ifh Eaft-India company 
were re-eftablifhed in the patTernan of all its {ettle­
l11ents and privileges, an immunity from all taxes 
was granted, and a reftitution promifed of all that 
the co~pany had fuffered at the taking of Calcutta. 

The war with the indians being thus for a while 
concluded, the admiral thought he could not better 
employ his forces than by attacking the fettlement of 

. the french at Chandemagore, £ltuated feveral miles 
higher up the river than Calcutta, being a place of 
con£lderable ftrength and importance, and one of the 
greateft which the french had in that part of the Eaft­
Indie~. Col. Clive, for this expedition, put himfelf 
at the head of 700 europeans, and 1700 blacks, and 
the admirals Watfon and Pocock commanded the 
Beet, which ·was to fecond the operations of the land 
forces. ~o prevent an attack from fhipping, the 
french funk feveral large, vetTeis in the river; but 
this intended precaution was of no fervice, for Mr~ 
, Watfon 
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Watron having diligently founded the river, found a 
fafe paffage, without weighing up any of the ihips ; fo 
that on the 24th he failed up, and fired fo briikly on 
the place, the fame being done from .col. Clive's bat.,. 
teries 'on the ihore, that it capitulated in three hours. 
They had in the fort 1200 men, 500 of which were 
europeans, and 700 blacks; 183 pieces ,of <;annon, 
from 24 pounders and downwards; three fmall mor~ 
tars, and a confiderable quantity of ammunition. 

This great fuccefs paved the way for more confider­
able operations. The engliih had found that the na­
bob, although he had figned a peace with them, was 
not to' be trufted; and would break it on the 'firft good 
opportunity. Mr. Watfon and col Clive having re." 
eftabliihed the Eaft-India company in their poffeffions, 
and things being quiet, confulted the moft confider­
able of their body which were the wifeft meafur,es to 
be put in execution againft the nabob, fo as to enfure 
themfelves in fafety; That prince had ihewn his bacl 
intentions, I by not executing the late treaty, on fri., 
volous pretences. It was refolved, that the moil: ex­
pedient manner of bringing him to reafon. was by 
forc~ of arms; accordingly they prepared to attack: 
him, a [cheme full of the moft dangerous difficul­
ties; but thefe were in great part removed, by ~ 
moil fortunate incident, which they had not the leail: 
reafon to expect, when they took the re(Oh,ltioI;l to at-
tack him. . 

The nabob, as I have more fully (aid before, was 
one of the moil: horrid tyrants that ever affii~ed any 
n1J,tion; his fubjects, as well as his enemies, had ex­
perienced the violence and perfidy of his temper; they 
were all difcontented with his government, part,icu­
larly the moft confiderable Qilicers in his army 1 who 
had entered ipto a confpiracy againft him, at the head 
of ~hich was Jaffier Ali Cawn, a man of great power 
imd llltereft. No fooner were their defigns ripe for 
C'~~clltion, than they communicated them to the eng-

N 4: liili 
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lii11 government in Calcutta, deflring their affift. 
ance. Nothing could better agree with 'their de­
fJgns; they were too weak to encounter ~lone, al­
though the fpirit of their leaders had overlooked the. 
numbers of their enemies; but being aided by thi~, 
confpiracy, they did not doubt of punifhing, the ,na-. 
bob, in [uch a manner 2S his perfidy deferved. ' Th,ey 
did not hefitate a moment, but entered into a treat~ 
with J affier Ali Cawn, and the reft bf the confpira­
tors; and in confequence of that aCtion, the englifh 
troops marched under colonel Clive. That none of the, 
landmen might be kept at home, the admiral garri­
foned Chandernagore with his fai,lors, and moreover. 
detached 50 of them to join the army, to ferve as, 
gunners. All thefe fieps be~ng taken, in order to 
enfure [ucce[s in their ~ttempt; they qdvanced up 
the river, with defign to bring the nabob's army to a, 
battle; they effeCted this in a few days, and the victory 
was decided in favour of the englifh, being fought 
on the the 2zd of june. A confiderable part of the 
nabob's army, under the command of Jaffier, re­
mained inactive during the engagement; and the na:­
bob finding himfelf deferred by his' own bfficers, fled 
with the few thett remained faithful to him, leaving 
the field of battle to his enemies. The battle was 
no [ooner over, than Jaffier Ali Cawn openly declared 
him[elf, a'nd entered Muxadavat, the capital of the 
kingdom, with an army of his friends, and viCtori­
ous allies. .By the affiftance of col. Clive, he placed 
himfelf in the ancient [eat of the nabob's, and re­
ceived the homage of all ranks of people, as fuba 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa: he [oon after put to 
death the depofed nabob. . 

By the alliance which colonel Clive concluded 
with Jallier, and by the reduCtion of Chanderna­
gore, the french were entirely driven out of Benga.l, 
and all its dependencies, this being one of the arti­
cles of the treaty. By the refi a perpetual alli-

ance, 
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anf!e, Qffenfive and defenfive, w,a,~ 11)ade between the 
parties, the territories of the t;:Qmpany were enlarged, 
and upwards of 2,000,000 fte~1ing was ftipulated to 
be paid, as an indemnifi~atipn to the. Eaft-India com­
pany, and the fufferers in the takmg of Calcutta. 
The new nabob, through gratitu~~ to thofe who had 
placed him in his thione, gave, befides the above 
large fums, about 600,0001. as a gratuity to the 
fea fquadron and troops. 

In this wonderful manner was the eng1i!h fucce[~ful 
i[1 the Eaft-Indies. In thirteen pays they effected fo 
great a revolution,. with fuch an inconfiderable num­
ber of troops, giving away a kingdom near as big as 
france, a kingdom more fertile, more popuJol1s, and 
~npnitely more rich. All this was the I reft;l1t of that 
prudence, conduct, and courage, with which the ad­
mi raJ and colonel, fes:onded by' the intrepidity of their 
men, formed and executed fuch noble and darinO" 
projeCl:s. Indeed. the joy of the nation, 'on hearing 
thefe fignaJ (ucceffes, )'Vas'much damped by the death 
pf admiral Watfon, who loft his life bv the unwhole­
fomenefs or the climate, having gained a great and 
~afting reputation. ' " 

Ip Epg;l,!nq, t,he· face of affairs had not fuch a 
l:>right afpeCl:~ The nation, at this time, was entirely 
held in fufpence, about the fate of Mr. 13yng. By 
~is majefty?s command, lignified to the q>mmiffioners 
oft4e admiralty, that unfortunate admiral Wi:j.S brought 
before a ~ourt marriaJ~ which met on the 28th of de­
~ember, I756, o,n board the S~. George !hip in 
PortfmQqth harbQur, anc~ confifted of the following 
P1~~bers : 

'thomas Smith, erq~ vice-admiral of the red, 
Francis Holboutne,e{q. rear-admiral of the red, 
J1arry Norris, efq. rear-admiral of the white,: 
Thomas ~roderick, efq. rear-admiral of the blue. 

Captain 
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Captain Charles Holmes, 
Captain William Boys, 
Captain John Simcoe, 
Captain John Bentley, 
Captain Peter Denis, 
Captain Francis Geary, 
Captain John Moore, 
Captain J ames Dougl~fs, 
Han. Auguftus Keppel. 

The admiral's inftrutl:ions, letters, and other ne~ 
ceffary papers being read to the court, they proceeded 
to examine their witneifes. Thefe examinations would 
be tedious to the reader; and befides, every paragraph 
fo abounds with naval terms, underftood only by 
fea officers, that not one man in twenty would be 
able to underftand a fyllable of it; for which rearon, 
I fhall only give the fubftance of the refolutioris of 
the court martial, and make fuch remarks upon 
them, in particular, and on the fentence in general, 
as will enable the reader to form fome judgment on 
an affair, concerning which, opinions are at this day 
divided. 

The 26th of january it was found, that the court 
had come on the three preceding days to the follow-
ing refolutions, viz. . 

I. It does not appear the admiral made any unne­
ceifary delay in his way from St. Hellens to M~­
norea. 

2. It appears, that on the fleet's getting fight of 
Minorca, on the 19th of may, the adiniral detached, 
capt. Harvey with three frigates, to endeavour (0 

land a letter for general Blakeney; and to reconnitre 
the enemies batteries~ 

3. I t appears, that thofe frigates were got near to 
Mahon, endeavouring to execute the orders, till they 
were called off by fignal from the admiral~ 

4. It. 
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4. It appears that the fleet ftood towards the enemi 

the remaining part of the day. 
, 5. The court are of opinion, that the admiral" pro­

ceeded properly, upon di[covery of the french fleet, to 
ftand towards them. ; 

6~ It appears, that major general Stuart, lord Ef­
fingham, and col. Cornwallis, and 200 men, with 
their offic~rs, belonging to the garrifon, were on board 
[he fquadron. 

7. The court are of opinion, that as fa great a 
"number of officers were on board [he fleet, [he admiral 
ought (0 have put them on board one of the above­
mentioned frigates, to have landed them, if found 
rraCl:icable; and if not l~nded before he f<!.w the french 
Beet, to have left the fngates to have effeCl:ed 1t.not­
withftanding. 

8. It appears, that from the morning of the 19th, 
when the admiral firft faw the french fleet, till the 20th 
at poon, the admiral (Oak proper meafures to gain and 
1{eep the wil'ld of the enemy, and to form and clore 
the line of battle. I , 

13. It appears, that the admiral made thelignalfor 
battle about 20 minutes after two o'clock. 

14. It appears, at the time the fignal was made for 
battle, our van was confiderably nearer to their van, 
than our rear was to their rear. 

15. It appears, that upon lignal being made for 
battle, the iliips of our van divihon bore down pro­
perly, for the iliips oppo[ed to them, in the enemy's 
line, and engaged them, till the five headmoft iliips 
9f the enemy went away out of gun-iliot. 

16. It appears, that the Intrepid having engaged 
10 minutes, or a quarter of an hour, 10ft her fore­
topmaft-. 

19. It is the opinion of the court, that the admira1, 
in the Ramillies, after the lignal was made for battle, 
feparated the rear from the vandivifion, and retarded 

, 'the 
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the rear divifion of the britilh fleet from elating with' 
and engaging the enemy, by his fhortening fail. ' 

20. It is the opinion of the .court, that inftead of 
fhortening fail, the admiral ought to have made the 
Trident and the Princefs Louifa fignals to make more 
fail; and he ought alfo to have fet fo much fail him­
{elf, as would have enabled the Culloden to have kept 
her ftation, in order to have got down with as much 
expedition as poffible to the enemy, and thereby have 

'properly fupported the van diviiion. 
23. It appears, that when the firing had been con­

tinued a little while in the Ramillies, an alarm was 
given, of a iliip being clofe under her lee-bow, which 
proved to be the Trident; upon which the admiral 
:thortened fail, ~nd ordered his men to ceafe firing till 
they iliould fee french colours. -

24. It appears, that the Princefs Louifa was alfo 
feen about the fame time, upon the wea,ther-bow of 
the Ramillies. 

25. The court are of opinion, that while the Ra­
millies was firing, in going down, the Trident, and 
:fhips immediately a-head of the Ramillies, proved an 
impediment to the Ramillies continuing to go down. 

26. The court are of opinion, that the admiral 
aCl:ed wrong, in direWng the fire of the Ramillies to 
be continued, before he had placed her at a. proper­
diftance from the enemy; as he thereby not .only 
threw away iliot ufeJefsly, but occafioned a fmoke$ 
which prevent<;:d his feeing the motions of the enemy, 
and the pofition of the Jhips immediately a-head of 
the Ramillies. 

32. The court are of opinion, that after the fhips~ 
which had received damage in the aCtion, were as 
much refitted, as circumftances would permit, the 

-admiral ought to have returned with the fquadron off 
St. Philip's, and have endeavoured to have opened a 
communication with that ca{l:le; and to have ufed 

every 
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tvety means in his pOwer, for its relief, before he re~ 
turned to Gibraltar. . 

33. The tourt are of opinioh, that admiral Byng 
did not do his utmoft to relieve St. Philip's callie, in 
the ifland of MinQrca, then oefieged'by the far£es of 
the french king. 

34. The court ate of opinion, that admiral gyng; 
tIuring the engagement, did not do his utmofi: to take, 
feize, and deft roy the fhips of the french king, which 
it was his duty to have engaged; and to affifi: futh of 
his majeity's fhips as were engaged in fight with the 
french fhips, which it was his duty to have affifted. 

35. It appears, by the evidence of lord Robert 
Bertie, lieutenant colonel Smith, captain Gardiner, 
and by other officers of the {hip, who were near the 
perfan of the adll)iral, that they did not perceive any 
backwardnefs in the ?dmiral, during the attion, or 
any marks of fear or confurion, either from his coun­
tenance or behaviour; bur, that he feen:ed to give 
his orders cooly and diftinttly, and did not [eem want­
ing in perfonal courage .. 

36. Refolved, that the admiral appears to fall un­
der the following patt of the 12th article of war, to 
wit, " or !hall not do his utmofi: to take or deft roy 
every fhip, which it fhall be his duty to engage; 
and to affift and relieve all and every of his majefty's 
fhips, which it fhall be his duty to affift and re­
lieve." 

37. Refolved, as that article poffitively prefcribes 
death, without any alternative left to the difcretion of 
the court, under any variation of circ'umfi:ances, that 
he be adjudged to be fhot to death, at fuch time, and 
ori board [uch fhip, as the lords cammiffioners of the 
admiralty {hall dirett. But as it appears by the evi­
dence of lord Robert Bertie, lieutenant colonel 
Smith, captain Gardiner, and other officers of the 
iliip, who were near the perfon of the admiral, that 
they did not perceive any backwardnefs in him d.uring 

the 
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the aaion, or any marks of fear or confufion, eithef 
from his countenance or behaviour, but that he feemed 
to give his orders coaly and diftintl:ly, and did not 
[eem' wanting in perfonal courage, and from other 
circumftances; the court do not believe, that his mi[­
conduCt arofe either from cowardice or difaffection· 
and do therefore unanimou!ly think it their duty moil 
earneftly to recommend him as a proper object of 
mercy. 

At the fame time that thefe refolutions were tranf~ 
mitted to the lords of the admiralty, the members of 
the court drew up a reprefentation to that board j 

which, as it is a very remarkable paper, 1 {hall prefent 
the reader with it at full length. 

" We the underwritten, the prefident and members 
of the court martial, affembled for the trial of admi­
ral Byng, believe it unneceffary to inform your lord­
ihips, that in the whole courfe of this ~ong trial, we 
have done our utmoft endeavours to come at truths, 
and do the ftriCl:eft juftice to our country and the 
prifoner; but we cannot help laying the diftreifes of 
our minds before your lordlhips, on this occafion, in 
finding ourfelves under a necemty of condemning a 
man to death, from a great feverity of the 12th ar­
ticle of war, part of which he falls under, and which 
admits of no mitigation, even if the crime fhould be 
committed by an error in judgment only; and there~ 
fore, for our confcie-nces fakes, as well as in juil:icc 
to the prifoner, we pray your lordfhips, in the moil: 
earneft maimer. to recommend him to his majefty's 
clemency. \Ve are, &c. Dated jan. 27, 1757. 

Such were the refolutions of this court martial; 
and fuch their reprefentation to the admiralty. The 
reader, no doubt, in his perufal of them,has been much 
furprifed to find the admiral's judges condemn him 
to death, for his falling under part of the 12th article 
of war, and moft earneftly recommendina him to his 

o majefty~ 
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majefty, as a propet objeB: for mercy ~ and their 
reafOD for this fentence is, the feverity of that article 
of war. But here I muft warn the reader, not to ex­
peCt certainty or demonftration in what I ihall advance 
9n this fubjeB:; I !haH only make a few remarks, fuch 
as naturally arife from a due confideration of the whole 
affair. 

The 12th article of war runs,-" Every perf on in 
the fleet, who, through cowardice, negligence, or 
difaffection, fhall, in time of action, &c.1&c.-and 
being convicted thereof, by the fentence of a court 
martial, iliall fuffer death." On this, Mr. Byng, 
(in his ,defence,' which is penned with great art 
and judgment) jufty obferyes, that, in order to 
bring any perf on within the peril of this article, he 
muft be conviCted of cowardice, negligence, or dif~ 
affection; for though· he ihould fail to engage or 
affift, &c. unlefs this failure apparently proceeds from 
one of thefe caufes, he is not guilty.-Negligence 
cannot be taken in fo large a fenfe, as to mean every 
fort of negleB: or omiffion; but fuch grofs negli­
gence only, as evidently indicates cowardice or dif­
affection. 

Let me in the next place obferve, that the court 
martial, in their 37th refolution, acquits him from 
cowardice or difaffeCtion, in thefe words, " The court 
donot believe, that his mifconduB: arofe either from 
cowardice or difaffeB:ion." Confequently they could 
thell condemn him only for his negligence; that 
word equally means the negligence occafioned by 
cowardice or difaffection, and that occafioned by er:. 
ror in judgment; the former of thefe, the court ac­
quits him of; and, as to the latter, they formed a very 
juft opinion of it, when they reprefented to the admi­
ralty the great feverity of the 12th article of war, 
which admits of no mitigation, even if the crime 
fhould be committed by any error in judgrpent 
only. 

In 
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in tlle 7th refoiutlon bf the court martial) they are 
of opinion, that the admiral ought to have,put the 
officers 011- board one of the frigates he fent a-head 
to be landed. But it ought here to be remembered, 
that when the fleet arrived off Minorca, feveral of 
the ihips were difperfed; and the officers belonging to 
the garrifon ,,\rere diftributed throughout the different 
.£hips of the fleet ; and could not have been put on 
hoard one of the frigates at that time, without fome 
hours delay; when,. at the fame time, the fleet was 
advartcing with a freih gale of wind, and fa:it for the 
harbour. Would it not have been very injudicious 
in the admiral, when the enemy's fleet appeared fteer­
ing towards ours, and was known to be fuperior to it, 
to weaken his own force '*; efpeclally as his fleet was 
badly manned, and fickly; for the men belonging to 
the frigates w<;.re neceffary, and were actuaally cli­
ftributed to reinforce the line of battle .£hips : the 
enemy were at that time mafters of the harbour, and 
it lJlight have been regarded as an imprudent ftep to 
hazard fo many officers in a lingle frigate, under that 
circumftance. 

In the 37th refolution of this court martial, they 
are of opinion, that the admiral ought to have re-' 
turned, after the action off St. Philip's, and have en­
deavoured to open a communication with the ca1l:1e, 
before he returned to Gibraltar. I muft, on this re­
[olution, remark, that after the action, the enemy's 
fleet was [een feveral times lying between the engliili 
fleet and the harbour, fo that it was impoffible to a,t­
tempt it, without coming to a fecond battle. The 
fi-ench fleet had not, to appearance, [uffered any cli-

.. Mr. Weft, in his evidence, fays, that the garrifon of St. Philip's 
was to look on the englilh fleet at that time as...its protection, as far 
as it might be fuppofed able to protect it; therefore, the weakenil)g 
the force of the fleet would have been highly inexcufable, under tbe 
circumftance of feeing the enemy's fleet, as well as by, expo£ng 
the «ngliili. fleet to that of the enemy) who was at that time, in my 
opinion, iuperior to it. 

minutioll 



( 193 ) 
hlinution in its force; whereas four of our lhips were 
rendered incapable of action, the Intrepid was obliged 
to be towed with jury matts to Gibraltar, and when the 
Portland arrived there, it could not be hoved down; 
and was reported unfit for fervice: further, the ad­
miral called, on the 2 3th of may; a general council 
of war, of all the fea and land officers, who were 
unanimou!ly of opinion, that it was for his majefty's 
fervice to proceed directly to Gibraltar. And what 
is very remarkable, this council of war was taken no 
notice of in the refolutions of court martial *. 

As 

• I ihall here beg leave to give a few ihort extraCts from the 
trial. 

Admiral Weft was aiked, 
Q:eft. Do you apprehend, if it had been praCticable, and the 

land forces had been throwil in to reinforce the garrifon, that the 
fhipB would have been fit for aCtion, to engage the enemy's fleet? 

Anfw. No, I think not. ' 
Q:e{t. Do you apprehend that the throwing in fuch an inconfi­

c:'Ierable reinforcement, as one hundred offi'cers and recruits, had 
there been a probability of effecting it, would have been a fufficieht 
reafon for loofing time, and delaying to attack the enemy's fleet, 
when in fight? 

Anfw. I have faid of how little ufe it appears to me, thefe offi. 
cers and foldiers would have been to the garrifon; and though. 
t!ven they might have been of more ufe than I imagine, the men 
were at that time very necefliuy to the fervice of the fleet, an,d 
therefore not to be parted with} independent even of the delay 
which it might have occalioned. , 

Q:eft. Do you apprehend it would hay:e been proper for the ad_ 
miral to have, left any of the frigates. and by that means to have 
Ieff'ened his force, and deprived the Reet of the ufe of any of the 

, fhips or men, when upon the brink of coming to an aCtion? 
Anfw. As fome fhips of the fleet, from fj,;knefs, or being !hort 

of complement, wanted men to fupply the deficiency, I do appre­
hend, that the leaving any frigates behind, would have been im­
proper, as their men would have been taken away from fupplying 
fuch deficiency in part, for which they were neceflary. 

Captain Gardiner was aiked, 
Q:eft. Had you any men killed in the action! 
Anfw. No; nor do I look upon her to have been engaged as the 

admiral could have wiihed, and expreff'ed his inclination to, do, 
baving fcveral, times faid in our going down, while the /hot, w~re 

o flylllg 



( 194 ) 
As {oon as the fentence was known, the lords of 

the admiralty received a petition from the lord vife. 
Torrington, nephew to the admiral, importing, that 
himfelf, and the reft of his afflicted family, being 
advifed that many material things might be offered to 
their lordfhips, to ihew, that the fentence of the 
court martial ought not to be executed; prayed the 
permiffion to Jay before them by council, to be ap­
pointed on behalf of the admiral, [uch reafons as 
might be offered for not executing the fentence. Ill' 
anfwer to which petition, the lords of the admiralty 
appointed the next day to receive the reafons in writ­
ing, mentioned in the petition. 

It being towards the clofe of the term, the cOllncil 
applied to could not; by reafon of their indiipenfible 
attendance on the feveral courts of law and equity, 
be prepared fa foon to advife and affift his Jordfhip 
and family; accordingly they prefented a fecond pe­
tition, praying an indulgence of a few days longer. 
But on the 9th of february, the lords of the admi-

flying over us, and hitting us, that he did 1'lOt intend to throw hi~ 
filot away, till he came near the enemy. 

Lord Robert Bertie was alked, 
Q~efi. \-Vas you near to the admiral's perron before. and durin~ 

the time of the action, and did you obferve his behaviour? 
Anfw. I was near him the whole day of the aCtion in general. 
~ell:. Did you perceive any backwardnefs in the admiral during 

1!he action, or any marks of fear pr confufton, either from his coun­
tenance or behaviour? 

Anfw. No; he feemed' to give his orders cooly and difiinB:ly. 
and I do not apprehend, that he was in the Ieait wanting in per· 
fonal courage. 

~eft. Did the admiral appear follicitous to engage the enemy, 
and to affifl his majelly's /hips, that were engaged with the enemy r 

Anfw. Yes. 
OEeft, Did your lord/hip on, or after the day of attion, hear any 

murI?uring or difcontent among the officers or men, upon allY fup­
pofitlOn, that the admiral had not done his duty? 

. Anf\~. I neyer heard ~ny one of the Ramillies fpeak the leaf!: 
difrefpettfullyof the admml-l, or ever hint that the admiral had not 
done liis duty. 

fait:' 
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ttlty' prefented a memorial to his majefry, of which 
the following is an extract : 

" The proceedings of the court martial on admi­
ral Byng, have been reported to us, and we have taken 
them into mHO moft ferious and deliberate confidera­
lion, and doubts having arifen, with regard to the 
legality of the fentence, particularly, whether the 
'Crime of negligence, which is not expreffed in any 
part of the' procee<lings, can, in this cafe, be fllP­
plied by implication, we find ourfelves obliged moil: 
humbly to befeech your majefty, that the opinion of 
the judges may be taken, whether the faid fentence 
is legal." 

In confequence of this memorial, his majefty laid 
the [entence before the judges; who gave their opi­
nion, that it was a legal fentence; which opinion be­
ing tranfmi~ted to the commiffioners of the admiralty, 
they figned a warrant the 16th of february, directed 
to vice-admiral Bofcaweh, at Portfmouth, direCting 
him to have the admiral iliot, on board what iliip 
he thought proper, on the 28th, by a platoon of 
marines. 

But he was tefpited for fame time; for on the 26th 
his majefty fent a meirage to the houfe of commons, 
from which I have made the following extra'tt : 

" Being informed, that a me:nber of the houfe of 
commons, who was a member of the coun martial, 
has, in his place, applied to the houfe, in behalf of 
liimfelf, and feveral other members of the faid court, 
praying the aid of parliament, to be releafed from 
the oath of fecrecy impofed on courts martial, in or­
der to difdofe the grounds, whereon fentence of death 
paired on the faid admiral; the refult of which dif­
co very may iliew the fentence to be improper; his 
majefty has thought fit to refpite the execution of the 
fame, in order that· there may be an opportunity of 
knowing,_ by the feparate examination of the mem-
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bers of the faid court, upon oath, what grounds thete 
is for the above fuggeftion." . 

In confequence of this meffage, a motion was made 
for bringing in a bill, to releafe from the obligation 
of the oath of fecrecy, the members of the court 
martial, purfllant to the exception contained in the 
faid oath; and accordingly the .. bill was prepared, 
prefented, read, amended, and ordered to be engroffed 
all in one day. The 28th, it was read the third time 
and paffed, and carried up to the lords for their con­
currence; but that houfe examined the members of 
the court martial on oath: the principal queftions 
afked them were, 

I. Whether you know any matter that paffecl, pre­
vious to the fentence pronounced upon admiral Byng, 
which may iliew that fentence to have been unjuft? 

U nanimouDy anlwered in the negative. 
2. Whether you know any matter that paffed, pl'e~ 

vious to the fentence, which may fhew that fentence 
to have been given through any undue praCtice or 
motive? 

U nanimouDy an1wered in the negative. 
3. Whether you are defirous, that the bill now un'; 

der the confideration of the houfe, for difpenfing with 
the oath of fecrecy, iliould pafs into a law? 

This and the next queftion were anfwered in the 
negative, by admirals Smith, H.olbourn, and Brode­
rick; captains Holmes, Geary, Boys, Simcoe, Doug..; 
lars, Bentley, and Denis. But admiral Norris, and 
the captains Moore, and Keppel, anfwered this que­
frion in the affirmative. 

4- Whether you are of opinion, that you have any 
particulars to reveal, relative to the cafe of, and the 
fentence pailed upon, admiral Byng, which you judge 
neceffary for his majefty's information, and which 
you think likely to incline his majefry to mercy? 

Admiral Norris's anfwer to this quefiion was, at 
the time I faid I was defirolls the aCt fhould take place, 
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I underftood that we fhould have an opportunity of 
'delivering our particular reafons) for figning the fen~ 
tence, and letter of recommendation. Capt. Moore's 
was, I do not think myielf at liberty, while I am un­
der this oath to anfwer that queftion. Capt. Keppel's 
was, I think that I cannot anfwer that queftian with­
oUt particulariflOg the reafans for my vote and opinion. 

The houfe as foon as this examination was fini£hed, 
unanimoufly rejeCl:ed the bill: and the fentence was 
executed on the admiral the 14th. 

On this unfortunate affair, concerning which, opini­
ons are fo much divided, I thall only obferve, ,that 
many quote paffages in the trial of the admiral which 
fhew, that admiral Weft, and feveral of the captains 
in the van, knew no reafon why, Mr.l3yng in the rear, 
fhould, not come to a' clofer engagement; but this 
proves only that the admiral was faulty; but does it 
from thence appear, that this fault proceeded from 
cowardice or difaffeCl:ion, might it not as well be at­
tributed to an error in judgment. I have made this 
remark only in anfwer to a fet of abfurd people, who 
will produce a few anfwers in the trial to ftrengthen 
their argument; but as to regarding the refolutions 
of the coUrt martial, they will pretend that no confi ... 
dence is to be placed in them. 

It thould alfo he remembered, that Mr. Byng's 
fleet was fent out to proteCl: or relieve Minorca: Now 
let it be afked, did thofe who fent him apprehend, 
that Minorca could be invaded before his arrival, and 
the defcent covered by a fuperior fquadron, when they 
fent him out with an inferior one-If they did, their 
condLlCl: is unjLlftifiable-,-If they did nOt, their igno­
rance is inexeLlfable. 

It is very plain, from the conduct of the britifh 
miniftry, that they never expeB:ed Mr. Byng could 
meet with the french fquadran ; his inftruCtions the 
leaft intended fighting of any fervice. But indeed he 
was pofitively afIured; before his departure from Eng .. 
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land, by the higheft naval authority, that the enemy 
could not fit out more than fix or feven fhips of the 
line at the moLt. We need only read the admiral'll 
inil:ruEtions to be convinced, that this was the real 
opinion of the admiralty; for he is ordered-If on 
his arrival at Gibraltar, he ihould hear that a french 
fquadron had paired the Streights, to difpatch admi­
ral \Veil: wi [h a fuperior fquadran after them to north 
America, and repair with the remainder himfelf to 
Minor-ca. By this it is very evj~ent, that the mini­
firy in England did not l~now the french force; or 
elie, how was Byng to difpatch a fuperior fleet after 
them, when the whole fleet he commanded was in­
ferior to [hem. \\That epithet lhall we beftow on an 
adminiftration, no better informed of the en~my's 
motions than this conduCt evinces? 

But if we confider the whole affair with that at· 
tention it de1erves, fhall we not· evidently perceive, 
that the admiral fell a facrifice to cover the guilt of 
others, who were more powerf\.ll than himfelf. Let 
me afk againil: whom the fury of the populace would 
have di(tEted itfelf, if contrary winds had kept Mr. 
Byng a week or a fortnight longer at Spithead, or 
at Gibraltar; and if, at the fame time, the french 
had had a Dzilful general at their head (for then 
Blakeney, inftead of holdit~g out eight or ten 
weeks, would not have been able to defend himfelf 
three) under thofe circumftances, it would have been 
jmpoffible for Mr. Byng, even to have endeavoured 
any thing; for it would have been taken before he 
got tbere. Had this been the cafe, I fay, who would 
have been the objects of the public rage? Mr. Byng, 
or thofe who lent him? It was neceffary to throw duft in 
the eyes of the people; or elfe, why was the Gazette 
(a paper fuppofed to be publifhed by authority) pro­
fiituted to fpread a falfe liil: of the ftrengthof both 
fleets among the people. not only by undervaluing 
the enemy's force, of which it is pomble the writer 

might 
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might be ignorant, but by overating Mr. Byng's, in 
which it is impoffible he fhould be innocent. Why 
was the admiral's letter mangled and curtailed in the 
manner it appeared in tha,t paper? 

To fay more on this fubjetl: will, I fear, be tedious 
to the reader. But thus much every honeft man will 
allow, that it was a fatal feverity to execute an admi­
ralof a noble family, whofe anceftors had rendered 
fuch fervices to the crown, under fuch an infamous 
charge, when the very court martial that condemned 
him, declared him innocent, either qf cowardice or 
difaffeCtion; and for the fake of their own confcience 
recommended him in the moft earneft manner as a fit 
pbjett for his majefty's clemency. . 
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C HAP. XI. 

Change..s in the minijiry. Naval tranJaftions. Affairs in 
north America. Earl of Loudon appointed genera!i!Jimo~ 
He prepares to attack Louisburg. Affairs in Germany. 
Situation of the belligerent powers. Motions of the 
prujJian and auflrian armies. King of PrujJia enters 
Bohemia. Battle of Richenl:erg. Battle of Prague. 
Prague ifZvejled. Marjhal Daun takes the command of 
the auflrian army. fJattle oj 'Colfin. King of PrujJiL; 
'K'etires into Saxony. 

N OTHING can be of fuch great confequence I to the welfare of any nation, ai5 to have one 
fettled plan of action (efpecially in time of war) to 
direct the fteps of thofe who fit at the helm of affairs. 
Let great genius's form fine plans of operations; yet 
if they are n<)t in power long enough to direct theil,' 
execution, all their [chemes will moft probably prove 
abortive. The 'ftate of Great-Britain at this conjunc­
ture, was really deplorable; the miniftry which nad fo 
lately been eftablifhed, and which the greateft part of 
the nation wifhed to fee firmly feated in power, could 
no longer hold their feats. On the 5th of april, Mr. 
Pitt, by his majefty's command, refignedthe office of 
fecretary of Hate, and Mr. Legge was moved frdm 
being chancellor and ul)der-treafurer of the Exche­
quer; a new commiffion for the admiralty appeared, 
with the earl of \Vinchelfea at their head. The 
party of the duke of Newcaftle, and Mr. Fox, 
who had been fo lately obliged to quit their places, 
now refl1med them. This faction, which was now 
uppermofl:, differed v:~ry much in their plan of 
action, from that of the late miniftry; their chief 
characreriftic was the great fear they were conftantly 
in, of the overgrown power of France; they thought 
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it eligible to bridle this at any rate, but principally 
by maintaining the ballance of power, which they 
propofed to effect, by raifing up enemies to France, 
on the continent, with britifh fubfidies, and even by 
fending over britifh troops to join the belligerent 
powers in their alliance. The late miniftry's fcheme 
when they were in power- was different; they were 
equally of opinion, that the power of .I<'ranc~, was to 
be curbed, but thought the means of doing this, was 
more natural by our naval power; a conduct which 
-the infular fituation of their country dictated to them. 
It is furprifing to find how great a degree of popu­
larity this party poifeifed in the nation; no fooner 
were they out of power, than they had the freedoms 
of almoft all the corporations in the kingdom pre­
fented to them, in gold boxes, which !hewed how 
much the nation regretted their difgrace at court. 

The naval affairs of the two nations were at this 
period, of but little confequence; the latter end of 
.march and beginning of april, feveral fquadrons were 
equipping at Portfmomh and Plymouth; one under 
admiral Weft, defigned for Ireland, in its way to 
America, confifting of I I fail of the line, one fri­
gate, a bomb, and a convoy of 50 tranfports, failed 
from St. Hellen's, the 16th of april; we had a fmall 
[quadron at this time in the Downs, and another to 
the weftward, cruifing; and admirals Weft and Bro­
derick had been cruifing fame time in the bay; but 
with little fuccefs. The french were hard at work in 
their ports, but fent no fquadron to fea. 

In north America our affairs had for fame time 
wore the fame difmal appearance as they had done 
from the beginning of the war; but the earl of Lou­
don, having in the latter end of the year 1756, laid 
before the miniftry a plan for carrying on the war in 
that country, and which being approved of, his lord­
fhip was named by his majefty to command there in 
Fpief; better fuccefs was expected for the future, 
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efpecially as a large body of troops was rent over to 
reinforce the army there. The plan his lordfhip was 
defirous to have executed, was the conqueft of Cape 
Breton, and after that to proceed towards bringing 
all Cartada under fubjection, by the conqueft of ~e, 
bee. To facilitate the undertaking this fcheme,. the 
tranfports with troops from England, arrived at New 
York, in january 1757,. Lord Loudon finding the 
men much fatigued with the hardfhips of a long voy­
age billetted them, by reafon of their number, indif­
criminately on public and private houfes ; this oecafion­
ed a great heat between the magifirates and his lord.., 
iliip, who afked them, if they thought that men who 
had fuffered a long winter's voyage, to come to their­
defence, were to perifh in the ftreets for want of pro­
per accommodations; and alfo, whether they thought 
that the indians would frand upon rights and privi­
leges, if thefe men were ordered back, and they were 
to come in their room. After [orne ferment the bil­
letting took place, as it certainly was a, neceifary mea­
fure. 

As foon as his 10rdfhip heard that the tranfports, 
were arrived, he a1Tembled the governors of the fe­
veral neighb01,.uing colonies, to confult with them o~ 
the means of protecting their frontiers, during his, 
abfence on the expedition; nothing was required, 
of them, but to remain on the defenuve: and ac­
cordingly the plan was fettled with the number of 
troops which each colony was to furniih, and thei~ 
deftination fixed. Having difmi1Ted them, his ex­
cellency left Philadelphia the 27th of march, hav­
ing frayed there ten days. But before I proceed" 
it is nece1Tary to take notice of a general embaro-o 
which lord Loudon Jaid on all outward bound fhip~: 
his lordfhip thought this was the mofr likely way to 
hinder th~ enemy from getting any intelligence of 
his defigr.ls; and a1fo, that the tranfoorts would then 
the more ealiJy find men to navigate them. The em-
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lJ.lJ,rgo might certainly be productive of thofe good 
C9.ofequences; bj.Jt as it was detrimental to the inte­
refts of many privat;e people, particularly the mer­
thanls, it occafioned a great clamour; for at that 
time corn was exceffively fcaree in England, owing 
in part to a bad crop the lail: year, and the infamous 
vjllainy of ~he-farmers, many of whom kept uP. large 
quantities in expeCtation of a higher price, when the 
poor were ftarving round about them; the mer­
chants in England wrote over to thofe in America, to 
fhip off large quantities for them, as there was plenty 
in the colonies, they accordingly did; but before the 
veifels could fail, the embargo took place: it occa­
lioned fo much difguil: in England an~ the plantations, 
that an eJi:'prefs was afterwards ient to put it out of 
the power of the commanders to embargo veifels for 
Great Britain or Ireland. Although the embargo 
was of fome ufe, yet, as lord Loudon muil: know 
how preiling the wants of England were for .com, it 
has been thought by !Dany, a bad fiep, although he 
had the full authority to do it. 

During the month of april, his lordihip was em­
ployed in preparing the tranfports at Bofron, New 
York, and Philadelphia, thofe for the two former 
.amounting to 90 fail. On the 5th of may, being all 
met at .New'York, they received orders to be in 
readinefs to embark the forces; and fir Charles Hardy, 
governor of the place, having received his majcil:y's 
commiffion as rear admiral of the blue, hoifted his 
flag on boai-d the Nightingale. It was now about 
the time, when they expeGted 'admiral Holbourn's 
fleet at Hallifax; but the commander in chief was 
very impatient that the men might embark, at laf!: 
he ordered that ferviee to be performed, whieh was 
done between the 22d and 25th, and then failed 
down to Sandy Hook, where they came to an anchor. 
On the 5th of June, his excellency embarked on 
bord the Sutherland, but determined not to fail with-
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out further intelligence, becaufe he had learned before 
fte left N ew York, from the prifoners of fome french 
prizes, that they were part of a french merchant fleet, 
under a convoy of five fhips of the line, deligned for 
Louifburg. This intelligence was confirmed by an 
exprefs from Bofton, informing, that five french men 
of war and a frigate had been feen cruiling off Hali. 
fax. It was impoffible to proceed to that port with 
the tranfports, while fo confiderable a force was in 
their road, and yet to remain any longer at New York, 
would be lofing fo much time, that the expedition 
againft Louifburg would become very uncertain; his 
lordfhip therefore difpatched two men of war to view 
the coaft, and fee if they could hear any thing of th6 
french fleet: they foon after returned, but had feen 
nothing; lord Loudon then finding that to wait any 
longer, would almoft put it out of his power to do 
any thing that campaign, ventured to f~il from New 
York, with the tranfports. This was the critical 
time as it were, on which depended the fate of 
all our fchemes, for had the french fell ill with the 
tranfports, the confequences would certainly have 
been dreadful; fa that all depended on admiral Hal;.. 
bourn's being arrived, and by.that means having the 
coaft clear, or elfe lord Loudon's efcaping the ene~ 
my; however, he arrived fafe at Halifax the 30th, 
his lordfhip would never have run fa great a rifk, had 
bad it not been for faving time, which became !o 'ex,:" 
ceeding precious, on account of the fleet's not ar­
riving from England, till fo late in the feafon. The 
forces were foon landed, and encamped at Halifax; 
but as the ground was rough and incumbered, they 
were employed in making a parade for exercifes and 
reviews; and a large garden for furnifhing vegetables 
for the lick and wounded that might happen to be 
fent home from the liege, in cafe the intended expe­
dition fhould take place: parties of ranget;s were alfo 
fent to patrole in the woods, and feveral prime fail-
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1ng veff'els were difpatched to look int? the ~arbour 
of Louilburg, and to make what dlfcovenes they 
were able; in ihort, the general took all pollible me­
thods in his power at this interval, to keep the 
troops properly employed, and to gain the necef·· 
fary intelligence of the ftrength of the enemy. At 
laO: admiral Holbourn, with the fleet and forces from 
England, arrived at Halifax in the fecond week in 
july, having been waited for with the utmoft impa­
tience by lord Loudon; and where I ihallieave them 
for the prefent, and return to lay before the reader 
what had been tranfaCl:ing in Europe. 

The war in America, and by fea, was at this time of 
but little eclat; it was in Germany only, where thofe 
great actions which furprife mankind were performed: 
at the clofe of the preceding campaign, the king of 
Pruffia had made the faxon army prifoners, and took 
up his winter quarters in the heart of Saxony. That 
monarch was threatened with the immenfe number of 
enemies which he expected would attack him this 
campaign; nor were his expectations groundlefs, for 
the queen of Hungary having found by the battIe of 
Lowofchutz, that ihe had to deal with an enemy truly 
formidable, refol ved to have more powerful forces 
againft him this campaign; ihe accordinglyaffembled 
an army of 100,000 men, in Bohemia, under the 
command of prince Charles of Lorrain, affi{ted by 
marihaI Brown; nor did the emprefs truft entirely 
to her own preparations; during the preceding win­
ter the procefs in the emperor's aulic council was con­
tinued againft the king of Pruffia; and alfo in the 
diet of the empire. We may eafily conceive with 
how much impartiality and juftice the proceedings 
in this court were carried on, when thofe who feared 
the king of Pruffia were glad of an opportunity to 

; humble him, and when the greatefl number of them 
were awed by the power of the houfe of Auftria. 
Bis pruffian majefty was condemned for his pre­
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tended obilinacy; and the fifcal had orders to i'jQ-, 

rify to him, that he was put under the ban of 
the empire, and adjudged fallen from all the digni­
ties and poffeffions which he held under it. The cir­
cles of the empire were ordered to furnifh their con­
tingents of men and money, to put this fentence in 
execution; bt.lt thefe were collected very nowly~ 
the troops were badly compofed, and moil probably' 
they would never have been able to act, if it had 
not been for the affiilance they received from France. 
The inveteracy of her hungarian majefty did not ftop 
here, fhe made requifitions to her allies for the affi.ff~ 
ance they were obliged by treaty to furrtifh her with. 
The czarina had prepared a great army of 60,000 
men, under the command 'of marilial Apraxin, who 
had began their march in the winter through Lithu­
ania, to attack ducal Pruffia, and equipped a fttong 
fleet in the Baltic, to co-operate with her land forc6s. 
The french refolving to convince the emprefs queen 
how advantageous to her, her connection with the 
houfe of Bourbon would be; formed· two great at'''' 
mies, which had beert drawing together for a confi­
derable time; the fir'ft was compofed of 80,000 

troops, under the command of marilial de Eilrees~ 
which was defigned againil the king of Pruffia'§ 
Weftphalian dominions, in q\lality of allies to the 
emprefs queen, and guardians of the liberties o( 
Germany, and to no other intent, as they pretended; 
but it was really defigned to reduce Hanover alfol. 
The other french army was commanded by the prince 
de Soubife, confifting of about 25,000 men; and 
was defigned to ftrengthen the army of the empire. 
Thefe were not the orlly enemies of the king of 
Pruffia: the king of Sweden, though allied both in 
blood and inclination to his pruffian majefty, was 
yet obliged by the fenate to fend troops againft him; 
they were infpired with the hopes of recovering their 
ancient poifeffions in 'Germany, and what made them 
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pllIh the defign of making war againft that monarch 
the more briikly, was the fubfidies of french gold 
which circulated amongft them plentifully~ The 
duke of Mecklenburg alfo d<:c1ared, thar he would 
join the fwediih army with 6000 men; for which con­
duB: he has fince paid' very feverely. 

This was the flate of the enemies of the king of 
Pruffia, a mighty confederacy, confifting of five of 
the moft powerful kingdoms in Europe; let us next 
fee the meafures which that monarch took to fave 
himfeIf from being -cruihed with their numerous 
forces; 

The ruffians had brought no forage with them, 
trufting to what they ihollId find in their march 
through Poland; but his pruffian majefly, who was 
informed of the condition of his enemy, bought up 
all the corn and forage in their march towards Pruf­
fia, which put them to inconceivable difficulties, and 
retarded their march extremely,; it certainly was a 
fine-flroke of the king of Pruffia to diftrefs them. 

-His majefty appointed general Lehwald £0 command 
an army of 30,000 men againft Apraxin. But it was 
againft the auth-ians that the greateft efforts were to 
be made ~ his pruffia:n majefty commanded one army 
himfelf, in Saxony; the prince of Bevern another in 
Lufatia; and marihal Schwerin, a third in Silefia. 

But before his majefiy made the grand attack upon 
13ohemia, he took the wifeft meafures in Saxony, in 
cafe of bad fuccefs in his expedition againft the au­
flrians. New works were added to the old ones at 
Drefden, and the greateft diligence ufed to put it in 
a refpeB:able pofture of defence; all the burghers 
were difarmed, and their arms depotlted in the arfe­
nal. The auftrian detachments began i.n april to ap~ 
pear on the frontiers of Saxony, to obferve the mo~ 
tions of the pruffians, but many or them were taken 
prifoners; thefe trifting matters did not take orr the 
attention of the pruffians; ev(~ry thing was preparing 
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with the greateft expedition to begin the campaigni 
and troops were in motion throughout Saxony, Voigt­
'land, and Lufatia .. 

About the middle of april, three great bodies of 
his pruffian majefty's troops entered Bohemia by dif­
ferent routs. Marihal Schwerin penetrated into it 
from Silefia, through the county of Glatz, on the 
18th, at the head of 5~,000 men. His highnefs the 
duke of Bevern did the fame, from Zittau in Lufatia 
the 20th, entering Bohemia at Graenftein, taking the 
rout of Reichenberg. His majefty him[elf, at the 
head of a third army, marched towards Egra. 'The 
auftrians imagined, that his pruffian majefty had fome 
diftinCl: plan of action, independent of his other ar­
mies; and accordingly prince Charles detatched 20,000 
men, under the command of the duke d' Aremberg, 
to watch his motions. 

The march of the prince of Bevern foon brought 
on ari action; in his march towards Reichenberg, he 
drove away the enemy from all their pons. The fame 
morning, .a party of his huifars defeated fame hun­
dred of auftrians, commanded by prince Lichtenftein,. 
who were pafted before Kohlig. The 2 I it at break 
of day, the pruffians marched in two columns by 
Habendorf, towards the auftrian army, pofted near 
Reichenberg, 28,000 {hong, and commanded by 
count Konigfeg; as fo.on as the pruffian lines were 
formed, they marched towards their enemy's cavalry, 
which was ranged in three lines; of about 30 fqua­
drons, their two wings were fuftained by the infantry, 
which was pofted among felled trees and' entrench­
ments. .The pruffians immediately cannonaded the 
auftrian cavalry, who received it bravely, having on 
their right a village, and on their left a wood, where 
they had entrenched themfelves with felled trees and 
pits. But ~he prince of Bevern having caufed 15 
fquadrons of dragoons of his fecond line to advance, 
and ordered the wood on his right to be attacked by 
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fbme battalions of grenadiers, entirely rO.med the ene": 
my's cavalry: the generals Norman, Katt, and the 
prince. of Wurtemberg fignalizing 'themfelves ex­
tremely. The pruffian huirars diHinguifhed tl~em­
[elves by the warm reception they gave the auftrian 
horfe grenadiers; notwithftanding their artillery took 
them in flank. Lieut. gen. Leltewitz, at the fame 
time attacked with the pruffian left wing, the enemy's 
redoubts, which covered Reichenberg; though there 
were many defiles and rifing grounds to pafs, which 
were all occupied by the enemy; yet the regiment 
of Darmfradt forced the redoubt, and put to flight, 
and purfued the auftrians, after fome difcharges of 
their artillery and fmall arms, from one eminence to 
another, for the difrance of a mile, as far as Roch­
litz and Dortfel. In {hort, the pruffians gained a 
complete victory; the battle began at fix o'clock in 
the morning, and continued till eleven. His high­
nefs the duke of Bevern, ihewed great courage and 
military frill. The lofs of the auftrians was confi­
derable; three ftandards were taken, and all their 
cannon and ammunition waggons. 

Nor was marihal Schwerin lefs fuccefsful. He en­
tered Bohemia with his troops in five columns, driv­
ing the auftrians before him, as he paired the defiles, 
marching with incredible celerity, he reached Konigf-

. hoff on the Elbe, the 20th. At Tradtenau, two a1.1-
ftrian generals, and the princes Xavier and Charles 
of Saxony narrowly efcaped falling into his hands. 
He made himfelf mafrer of the circle of Buntlau with­
out oppofition, feizing a great magazine of corn and 
meal, belonging to the aufrrian army. Hefoon af­
ter joined his body of, troops to thofe of the prince 
of Bevern, who, after. the battle of Reichenberg, 
had advanced towards Prague" by the king's orders. 

I left his majeLly himfelf near Egra, oppofed by 
the duke of Aremberg, with 20,000 men ; by a 
mafterly (hoke of generalfhip, he made a movement 
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to the left, which cut off all communication betwe~11 
d'Aremberg's detachment, and the main army of the 
auftrians; and pufhing his advantage, he advanced 
with prodigious expedition towards Prague, where he 
joined marfhal Schwerin, and the prince of Bevern. 

Prince Charles of Lorrain's army confifted of about 
95,000 men, being joined by an army from Moravia, 
the remains of that corps which was beat by the prince 
of Bevern, and by feveral regiments of the garrifon 
of Prague. I t had taken poft on the banks of the 
Moldau, near that city, in a camp almoft inacceffible, 
with his left wing inclining to the mountain of Zifcha1 

and his right towards Sterboholi, where he waited on 
the hill the approach of the pruffian army. But the 
king, who had paifed the Moldau, with defign to 
attack them, refolved to turn the enemy's camp; 
for which purpore, his army defiled by Potfchernitz, 
towards the left, which count Brown perceiving, de­
filed by his right, to avoid being taken in flank. 
The pruffians marched beyond Bichowitz, traverfing 
defiles and mor,aifes, which feparated their infantry a 
little: this infantry having made its attack too pre­
cipitately, was the firft time repulfed; but they made 
a freal attac,k, and forced the enemy on the right. 
The pruffian cavalry on the left, after three charges 
obliged the auftrian cavalry on the right of their army 
to fly. The pruffian centre routed the infantry, 
and pu!hed quite through the auftrian camp. The 
left of the pruffian army then marched directly 
towards Michelly, where it was joined by the ca­
valry and cut off the auftrian army, whote right 
was running away towards Safzawa. The right of 
the pruffians immediately attacked the left of general 
Brown, and fucce!Iively feized on three batteries on 
different eminences. From every advantage of fitua­
tion the ardour of the pruffians in this battle drove the 
enemy, encouraged by the prefence of their fovereign, 
and filled with a noble enthufiafm of bravery, which 
generally enfures fucce[s. The filefian army, which 
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was lead to aCtion by marilial Schwerin,' had a very 
rude iliock to fufrain; having moraffes to pafs, pre­
'dpices to climb, arid batteries to face, nothing but 
the prefence of the king could have animated his troops 
in general to have performed fuch prodigies of valour. 
Some regiments of pruffian horfe, in the beginning 
of the action, fuffered feverely. The foot had frill 
greater difficulties to furmount than the horfe; many 
generals followed the example of the firfr field mar­
ThaI, by difinounting, and leading their regiments 
fword in hand, through marihes, over precipices, and 
and acrofs 1000 fires. It was here that the brave 
rnarlhal Schwerin was killed, at the head of his regi­
ment, with the colonel's frandard in his hand: The 
10fs of fa experienced a [oldier, was almoft a balance 
to a victory; yet the enemy alfo fuffered a great lois, 
in the death of marfhal Brown, who was wounded, 
but not mortally, had not his regret made his 
wound fatal. Never was victory more complete than 
this of Prague; 40,000 of the enemy threw them­
felves into that city, and the reft fled towards Benne[­
chau; a vaft Dumber was nain, and near 10,000 

taken prifoners; the camp, military cheft, 250 can­
non, and all the trophies of the completeft viCtory 
fell in~o the hands of the conquerors. This famous 
battle was fought the 6th of may. 

His pruffian majefty having gained fo decifive a 
victory, convinced the world that he knew how to 
improve it: he inftantly invefted Prague, and an 
army within its walls: the king divided his forces 
into tvlO bodies, marihal Keith comm<1.nded one, 
which invefted the little town on this fide the Mol­
dau; and. the king in perfon with the other, blocked 
up the old city, on the other fide the river. As it 
was defended by a complete army, it was impof­
fible to take it by affault; yet the immenfe garrifon 
m,ade it probable, that famine would oblige them to 
furrender; Lut the king of Pruffia rdo]ved not to. 
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truft folely even to this, but made great preparations 
to bombard the city; the redoubts and batteries be~ 
ing in good forwardnefs by the 23d of may, the 
aufhians made a well condlll'1ed :.md' defperate fally 
with 10,000 men: they attacked a battery which 
was not finifhed, but were repulfed feveral times, the 
aCl:icn lafting three hours; but at day bre:11~ they re-. 
tired into the city, in fome confufion, not being abl~ 
to make any impreffion on the pruffian pofts; their 
defign was., alfo to have burnt the bridges of com­
munication on the Moldau. His highnds the prince 
of Bevern commanded, during the fiege, an army of 
20,000 men to cover it. On the 2~!th of may, at 
night, after a moft dreadful ftorm of rain and thun­
der, on the fignal of a rocket, four batteries, which 
difcharged every 24 hours, 288 bombs, befides a 
vaft multitude of red hot cannon balls, began to 
pour deftruCl:ion on that unfortunate city, which was 
foon in flames in every part; we may conceive the 
horrors that reigned in Prague, from this bombard-. 
ment, when 12,000 horfes without forage ,;vere ranged 
in the ftreets and fquares. This terrible bombard­
ment continued without intermiffion; on the loth of 
june, a red hot cannon ball fet the city on fire near 
the Moldau, burnt five hours, and entirely confumed 
the fecond quarter of the new city. In the evening 
the fire broke out again, and the wind blowing hard, 
fpread very faft, ievelling every thing for feveral 
hundred yards. The bombardment continued incef­
fantly nigh[ and day, fo that the fire was nO fooner 
quenched in one part, than it broke out in another; 
the befiegers often feeing it burning in feven or eight 
places at once. The principal magiftrates, burghers, 
and clergy, feeing their city on the point of being 
reduced to an heap of rubbiih, made the moft mov­
ing fupplications .to the commander to liften to terms. 
But he was deaf to their prayers, and hanaed lip 
two of their [cnators, who were more impo~tunate 
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t~an the reG:. On the 6th of june, 12,000 ureler., 
mouths were driven out of the city; and the pruf­
flans forced them in again. The fury of .the bom­
bardment continued, and it was thought that th:! 
city could not hold out much longer. Let us here 
for a moment confider the fituation of the affairs of 
the emprC'is queen. By gaining two battles, her 
enemy was in poffeffion of half Bohemia; a whole 
army, and the capital of that kingdom was on the 
point of furrendering to him; to conclude all, her 
remaining troops were terrified with former de­
feats. Such was the ftate of her affairs, when a ge­
neral, till then unknown, began to turn the fortune 
of the war. 

This was Leopold count Daun, who never had 
commanded in chief before. One thing remarkable 
concerning him, was, that although he was of a very 
noble family, yet his rife in the imperial fervice was 
owing merely to his merit, wi~out being obliged to 
any court favour for his promotions. HI': had gained 
experience in various parts of Europe, under the 
greateit generals, and in the moft illuftrious [cenes of 
action. 

This commander had for fome time been collect­
ing the fcattered remains of the auftrian army; and 
brought them within a few miles of Prague, always 
taking care to encamp on fuch inacceffible eminences, 
that it was impoffible to attack him; at the fame 
time, he made [everal falfe attacks on the outward 
poils of the pruffians, with his huifars, which were 
oppofed by detachments from the prince of Eevern's 
army. At Ian: marfhal Daun drew into the important 
camp at Colin, with defign to embarra[s the pruflians. 
The king knowing how much that fituation \'. c uJd 
accomplifh Daun's defigns, fearing that he would cut 
off the prince of Bevern's communication with the 
army rOLlnd Prague, and hearing that he was actually 
near 60,000 ftrong, refolved to diGodge him; with 
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this intention, he left the camp before Prague, the 
13th of june, to take the command of that corps, ill; 
his road he was joined by feveral detachments, f6 tha.t 
the whole number of his army was about 32,000 

men. On the 18th, about three in the afternoon, his. 
majefl:y attacked the auftrians, fo much fuperior in 
numbers to his own troops, and entrenched in one 
of the moft advantageous fituations that could be 
chofen, defended by an immenfe artillery. Let it be 
fufficient to fay, that the king of Pruffia did every 
thing on this oeeailon, that the moft impetuous and, 
beft regulated courage, affifted by that noble emula­
tion, inipired by the remembrance of fo many victo­
ries, could fuggeft. The pruffians returned to the 
attack feven times, and never fought with greate( 
bravery. Both the king's brothers "vert in the field, 
and did every thing that eould be expeCted from them. 
At 1aft his majefty, at the head of his cavalry, made 
one furious and conduding charge; but all was un­
fuccefsful. In iliort, his majefty was obliged to draw. 
off his troops; having fuffered very feverely in' the 
aEtion, but more fo from defertions, and all the ill 
confequeDces of a defeat. \Ve muft attribu te the lofs 
of this battle to the want of infantry and artillery, 
and fighting on a ground, where the foot could not 
be fuftained by the horfe; beildes thefe, the advan­
tageous fituation of the enemy, fo much more mImer­
ous than the pruffians, their va{l: artillery, the great 
bravery -they ihewed in the aCtion, and the courage 
and ikill of marfhal Daun, all confpired to render the 
great efforts of the pruffians ufelefs *. 

<I< Soon afte. this battle, his pruffian majefty wrote the following 
billet to one of his generals: 

" I have no reafon to complain of the bravery of my troops, 
" or the experience of my officers. I alone was in the fault, and I 
" hope to repair it." This noble and candid manner of owning his 
faults, raifed the king's character as an hero mpre than ever. 
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Although the king of Pruffia was defeated, yet his 

troops retired in excellent order and unpurfued. His 
majeil:y was obliged to raife the fiege of Prague di­
rectly; marfhal Keith decamped from his fide the 
20th, and the whole army prepared, with expedition 
to retire·into Saxony. By the 16th of july the pruf­
fian a~my was encamped at Leitmaritz, and the head 
quarters of the auftrians at Nifmes ; the pruffian army 
were mafters of the Elbe. On the 21ft he quitted this 
camp, croired the Elbe, and encamped at Lowofitz ; 
in its way to Linai ~ the 24th, he took poil: at NoIlen­
dorf, leaving marihal Keith at the head of 25,000 
men, to guard the paires that lead from Bohemia to 
Saxony. During the retreat of the pruffian army, 
their rear and out parties were continually infefted 
with the auftrians; but fuffered little from them. 
The 26th, the king and his brother prince Henry 
arrived with the army in the neighbourhood of Pima, 
where ,they encamped. The prince of Pruffia had 
retreated into Lufati<l. with another part of the army. 
The auftrians followed him, and the latter end of 
ju1y, laid the town of Zittau in aihes, by a dread­
ful bombardment; obliging the garrifon to furren­
der. The prince of Pruffia was then in danger of 
being furrounded by the enemy, who were increaf­
ing in Lufatia every day; but to prevent this, his 
pruffian majefty left the camp near Pima, the begin­
ing of auguft, crofi'ed the Elbe, and marched with 
part of his army to his affiftance, leaving the remain­
der under marihal Keith, to guard the paffes of the 
mountains of Bohemia. By making· this forced 
march, the prince's army was relieved, and the au­
(trians obliged to retire to their pofts on the right: 
here I fhallieave his majefty for the prefent. , 

The battle of Colin was fought at a moft critical 
moment. The king, who before that expected to 
be mailer of Prague, and all Bohemia. in a few days, 
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was obliged to raife the fiege with lofs, and was 
driven out of that kingdom, which, a little time be­
fore he expeCted to conquer. Had his majefty only 
continueci the liege with vigor, and let the prince of 
Bevern have watched Daun ; or, had he but taken a 
more numerous army to fight him, how different a 
face would this campaign have wore. 

CHAP. 



( 21 7 ) 

C H A F. XII. 

Motions of the French. Cfheir army pafs the Rhine and 
Weftr. Army of obftrvation marches. Battle of Ha-­
flenbeck. Convention of Clofler-ftven. RujJians enter 
PrujJia. Battle of Norkitten. King of PrujJia marches 
into LuJatia. Offers the auflrians battle. lVIarches 
into Saxony. Auflrians attack general Winterfeldt. 
Swedes enter Pomerania. General Haddick lays Berlin 
under contribution. RujJians retire. Swedes retire. 
Schweidnitz taken. Battle of Brejlau. Brejlau taken. 
Badflate of the king of PrujJia's affairs. 

I Obferved before, that the french court had refolved 
to fend two armies into Ge-rmany, in quality of 

allies to the emprefs queen. The principal one was 
really defigned againft the electorate of Hano'ver, 
confifting of 80,000 of the choiceft troops of France, 
commanded by marfhal de Eftrees, having under 
him M. de Conrades, Mr. Chevert, and the count de 
St. Germain, officers of reputation; Munfter was 
fixed upon for the head quarters, and the army was 
in full march in the latter end of april, when it crolTed 
the Rhine. The other body of french troops was­
commanded by the prince de Soubife, which, as I 
before faid, was defigned to ftrengthen the army of 
the empire. But bHore it palTed the Rhine, it made 
itfelf mafter of Cleves, Meurs, and Guelders, be· 
longing to the king of Pruffia, laying the country 
under heavy contributions. In the mean time, the 
army under maril1al de Eftrees continued its rout by 
flow marches towards the electorate of Hanover; and 
to oppofe him, the army of obfervation, which his 
britannic majefty raifed, commanded by his royal 
highnefs the duke of Cumberland, was alTembled by 
the beginning of may, and confined of about 40 ,00:) 
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hanoverians, and heffians; the part of Weftphalia be~ 
tween the Rhine and the Wefer is rough and barren 
and very difficult to fubfift an army in, efpedaU; 
fuch a one as d' Eftrees'~, which W'lS encumbered 
with a vaft quantity of baggage, and a multitude of 
uielefs mouths. The duke of Cumberland threw all 
the obftacles in his way that was poffible, but they were 
overcome by the abilities of the french general; who, 
by his fuperi6rity of numbers, obliged the duke to 
pafs the Wefer, and paffed it after him the beginning 
of july. D'Efrrees was no fooner on the other fide 
of the Wefer, than he laid all the neighbouring ftate~ 
and country under exceffive contributions:" the land­
graviate of Helfe Calla was the firft that fuffered. 
Minden on the Wefer, and Gottingen on the Leine, 
teceived french garrifons, without oppofition. The 
french general, from his camp at Stadt-Oldendorf1 

fent to the regency of Hanover a requifition, dated the 
21ft of july, demanding, that deputies fhould be fent 
to their head quarten, to treat about contributions, 
&c. About this time, the duke of Cumberland, who, 
was encamped near Hamden, marched from thence 
by Vorenburg, and Haftenbeck towards Halle; and. 
the better to obferve the motions of the enemy, and 
if pomble, to ftop their progrefs; his royal highnefs, 
on the 19th of july, detached lieut. general Zaftrow, 
with 12,000 men, to feize the important pafs of 
Stadt-Oldendorf; but he came too late, the french 
being already in polfeffion of it: Zaftrow then by a. 
forced march rejoined the duke's army, at Latford, on 
the "Vefer. On the 20th, d'Eftrees advanced with 
his whole army into the fine plain at Stadt-Oldeldorf; 
and the next day encamped at Halle; on the 24th, 
the french drove the hanoverian parties from the vil­
lage of Latford; and the duke perceiving it was the 
intention of the enemy to attack him, drew up his 
army on the height between the Wefer and the woods, 
with his right towards that river, and his left clofe to 
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~he wood, the village of Haftenbeck being in his 
front. In the evening he withdrew all his out pofts, 
and the army laid on their arms all night. The 
25th in the morning, the enemy appeared, march­
ing in columns, a~ if they intended to attack the 
hanoverians, anel cannonaded them very feverely the 
whole day, I with an artillery much fuperior to the 
duke's: tbat night the army alfo l~id on their arms. 
At five the next morning, the cannonade began again, 
with great fury, upon a hanQverian battery, fupported 
by the neffian infantry and cavalry, who frood the 
brunt of the fire with incredible bravery, and freadi­
nefs. At feven in the evening, the firing of fmall 
arms began on the hanoverian left; the cannonading 
continuing for 6 hours, all the while without inter­
million. The duke had placed fome gJ;enadiers in 
the wood, who finding that great numbers of the 
enemies troops were marching about them, retired 
and joined the left of the army, on which the french 
poffeffed themfelves of the hanoverian battery on 
the Jeft, without oppofition. It was here that the 
hereditary prince of Erunfwic diftinguilhed himfelf, 
by attacking and repulfing a fuperior force of the 
enemy, and retaking the battery. The french being 
in poffellion of a height that flanked both the duke's 
Jines of infantry, he ordered the army to retreat, 
which was done in good order, to Hame1en. It was 
confidently faid, that his royal highnefs had won the 
battle, but did not know it; thus far is certain, that 
the french who marched into the woods of Lauen­
frein, were feized with a pannie, fuppofing they were 
ready to be attacked by the hanoverians, and fired on 
one another; and if their confternation had been 
known, and a well regulated attack had been made 
on that part of their army, it wo~ld probably have 
been defeated. It was afferted pofitive1y, that de 
Eftrees had word brought him from all quarters, that 
the enemy appeared on the right and left, and were 
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going to flank him, which determined him to alter his 
difpofition. . 

The duke of Cumberland, from Hamelen, retreated 
to Boya, where he encamped; bllt moved to Verden, 
on the 12th of au guft. On the 6thof that month, 
marihal d' Eftrees refigned his command, to marfhal 
duke de Richelieu, who fuperfeded . him, by means 
of madam de Pompadour's intereft with the king of 
France. Richelieu ad\'anced faft upon the hanoveri­
ans; the duke of Cumberland retreated towards 
Stade: and Bremen opened its gates to the conque­
ror. By the beginning of feptember, the duke was 
encamped under the canaon of Stade. 

By his royal highnefs's retreating after the battle of 
Haftenbeck, into the dutchv of Bremen, he was 
cooped up without a pollibility of efcaping from the 
french, unlefs there had been a fleet of ihips ready 
at Stade, to have embarked his army for England, 
where they would have done no good; but if the 
duke had retired towards Magdeburg, his army would 
have been of great fervice to the caufe, by joining 
the troops of the king of Pruffia, and once more 
oppofing the french; for it was to be expeEl:ed, that 
they would not content themfelves with the poffellion 
of Hanover, but would march againft the king of 
Pruffia, as foon as pollible. The plan which his royal 
bighnefs followed, had very different confequences. 
Under the mediation of the king of Denmark, the 
remarkable convention of Clofter-Seven was ilgned, 
the 8th of feptember, by which 38,000 hanoverians 
laid down their arms, and had quarters afiigned them 
by the french general, in, and round about Stade, out 
of which they were not to move. The troops of 
HefIe, Brunfwic *, and Saxe-Gotha, were fent back to 
their refpeEl:ive countries, and difpofed of as it was 
agreed between their fovereigns, and the king of 
France. 
\ * Vide appendix. 
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Hifrory, I believe, can hardly produce a cafe pa­
rallel to this. That an army of above 40,000 iliould, 
by a convention, and without fighting, lay down their 
arms, and become prifoners of war, (only under a 
different name) is really to me afronifl1ing. All the 
remarks I iliall add on this unaccountable affair are, 
that the king of Pruffia this campaign, with 32,000 
men attacked maribal Daun with 60,000 and fought 
that de11)erate battle I have before [poke of: with 
2. 5,000 the fame monarch afterwards gained the battle 
of Rofbach, againft 50,000 french, &c. and laftly, 
the battle of Minden was gained by 40,000 men 
againft 95,000 french. So much depends on the 
commander of an army! But to quote more infl:ances 
of this nature WOL1ld be tedious; his royal highnefs 
the duke's abilities have before been difplayed in the 
plains of Fontenoy, more conipicuoufly than it is in 
my power to paint them. 

The french army having thus glorioufly ended the 
campaign in Hanover. Marfhal Richelieu marched 
his troops towards the dominions of the king of 
Pruffia. I before obferved, that befides this army, 
the french fent another into Germany, under the 
prince de Soubife; which joined the troops of the 
empire, and were in full march to attack the king of 
PrufTia. I iball leave the operations of thefe two ar­
mies for the prefent, and turn towards another quar­
ter, where we iball find new enemies advancing againft 
his pruilian majefl:y. 

The rui1ian army of 80,000 men, had been ad­
vancing by dilatory marches for fome time, under 
the field marilial Apraxin. They had got no further 
than Wilna, by the 6th of june, in their way towards 
Kowno, the general rend~zvollS. And at the fame: 
time, f()I11e ruffian cruifers blocked up the ports of 
Konigfberg, and Memel. However, in the begin­
ing of july, the ruffians made themfeIves mafl:ers of 
Mtlllel; tlley then divided their forces, one body be-

mg 
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ing commanded by Apraxin himfelf, and the other by 
general Fermor. Maribal Lehwald, at the head of 
about 30,000 pruffians, commanded in Pruffia; the 
14th of july he quitted his camp at Infl:erburo-, and 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Welaw, with de­
fign to cover Konigiberg. The ruffian general fent 
numerous detachments over mofl: parts of Pruffia, 
burning and defl:roying the country with the moil: 
horrid barbarity. Lehwald finding himfelf not {hong 
enough to cover the country, and protect it from the 
favage enemy, refolved to attack their main army, in 
its entrenchments; which he did on the 30th of au­
guft. The ruffian army amounting to 80,000 regu­
lars, was entrenched in a mof\: advantageous camp~ 
near N orkitten. It was compared of four lines, each 
of which was defended by an entrenchment, with· a 
numerous artillery. and ba.tteries placed on all the 
eminences. Lehwald's army hardly confifted of 30,000 

men. The attack began at 5 in the morning, and 
was carried on with fo much vigor, that the pruffians 
entirely broke the whole firft line of the enemy, and 
forced all their batteries. The ruffian cavalry was 
routed, and a regiment of grenadiers cut in pieces. 
But when mar1hal Lehwald came up to the [econd en­
trenchment, feeing that he could not attempt to carry 
it without expofing his whole army, took the re[o .. 
lution to retire, which he did in excellent order, with­
out the enemy's ever ftirring out of their entrench­
ments to purfue him. The 10fs of the pruffians did 
not exceed 3000 men; but it was very evident, that 
the ruffians muft pave 10ft four times as many, al­
though conquerors; the pruffians 10ft I I pieces of can­
non. Lehwald, after the battle, returned to his camp 
at Welaw; but in a few days changed its pofition, en­
camping at Peterfwalde. That great general, though 
defeated, was more formidable, after the battle, to the 
ruffians, than they were to him; he maintained his 
pofts, and kept them from advancing. 

In 
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In the mean time the king of Pruffia was very hard 

pufhed himfelf. I left him juft retired into Saxony, 
after the unfortuaate battle of Collin. Finding that 
the auftrian army made the greateft efforts towards 
Lufatia; the prince of Pruffia, at the head of his 
army, had pofted himfelf near WalterfdQrf, to cover 
the country; but, as marillal Daun advanced very 
briikly towards him, he was in danger of being fur­
rounded: upon which, ~he king, who was near Dref­
den with his army, croifed the Elbe, the latter end of 
july, and advanced to the affiftance of the prince his 
brother, whore army, with this reinforcement, then 
amounted to 45,000 men; leaving 25,000 men under 
marfual Keith, at Lenai, on the other fide of the 
Elbe. The king marched to Bautzen, where he join­
ed the prince. By his majefty's orders, marihal Keith 
marched from Lenai through Drefden, with 20 bat­
talions and 40 fquadrons, croiTed the Elbe, and joined 
him at Ba.utzen, leaving prince Maurice of Anhalt 
Deifau, with 12 battalions and 10 fqlladrons encamp­
ed at Pima, to check the incurfions of the allftrian 
regulars. The Icing's army, after the junction with 
Keith, confifted of 60,000 men, he marched the 
30th of july from Bautzen, towards Garlitz, upon 
which, the auftrians retired from Labau, encamping 
between Gorlitz and Zittau. The king having made 
feveral motions, took poft on the 15th of auguft at 
Budin. It was here that he had continual advices of 
the approach of the army of the empire, and the 
french under Soubife, towards Saxony; as they :j.d­
vanced very faft, he re{olved to leave Lufatia, and 
march his army againft them; but as he wanted ex­
tremely firft to fight the aufi:rians, he endeavoured 
by all polli ble means to bring them to a battle; on 
the 16th, he drew up his army within fight of the 
auftrians. The next day he reconnoitred their fiwa· 
tion; and, to leave notl;ing undone that mio-lit brina' 
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men, on the other fide of the Neiffe, to try to tale 
them in flank. Finding it impoffible to draw them 
to a battle, he fuddenly decamped, leaving the prince 
of Bevern, prince Ferdinand, and general Winter..; 
terfeldt, with 30,006 men near Gorlitz, to obferve 
the auftrians. His majefty took the road to Drefden, 
where he arrived ,the 29th, in his way towards Er­
furth, with defign to fight the french and imperia­
lifts. 

No fooner was his majefty gone, but the auftrians 
. came out of their camp, and began to {hew them­

felves every where. On the 17th of feptember, 15,000 
aufhians attacked two battalions of Winterfeldt's ar­
my, which they cut in pieces; and, as the general 
was marching to their affifiance, he received a wound 
of which he foon after died. The 10[<; of fo brave a 
general, was the greateft which the pruffians fllftained 
on this occafion. Indeed, the king of Pruffia was 
at this time very hard prefi'ed by his enemies; in the 
beginning of this month, 22,000 fwedes penetrated 
into pruffian Pomerania, and laid the neighbouring 
country under contribution. Berlin itfelf was alia in 
danger, from another quarter. General Haddick with 
a large detachment of troops from the auftrian army 
at Garlitz, by forced marches pierced through Lll­
faria, part of Brandenburg, and prefented himfelf be­
fore Berlin, on the 16th of oCtober; the next day, 
the city paid him a contribution of 200,000 crowns, 
on which he retired precipitately, on hearing that 
prince Maurice was advancing againft him. The. 
prince fet out from Torgau the 15th, and arrived at 
Berlin on the 18th, only one day too late. 

The fuiIians, in the mean time, after exercifing 
fuch barbarities, as would iliad: humanity to relate 
them, made a mofi precipitate retreat out of Pruffia; 
they began their march the 13th of feptember, leav­
ing their lick and wounded to the amount of near 
10,('00 men; they gained three marches on Leh wald, 
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,to that, although he difpatched prince George of HoI­
frein, with 10,000 men to purfue them, they were 
got too far. They took their rout through LithL1a­
hia, towards Ruffia. This retreat enabled marfhal 
Lehwald to turn his arms agairift the fwedes; he not 
only recovered that part of pruffian Pomerania which 
the enemy had conquered; but alfo, all fwedi!h Po­
merania, except the town ofStralfund; leaving their 
ally, the .duke of Mecklenburg, to feel the weight ·of 
the pwffian arms. This nation did nothing to make 
them worthy of their warlike ancefiors, who had fa 
often been the terror of Germany. 

His prllffian majefiy's affairs' wore a more melan­
choly face in Silefia. The king was no fooner gone 
into Saxony, than the auftrians poured into that pro­
vince, from all quarters. One body of them had 
opened the trenches before Schweidnitz the 27th of 
october; and it did not capitulate before the I I th of 
november. The prince of Bevern was encamped near 
Breflau, to watch the motions of prince Charles, with 
the main army, who was near him. On the taking 
of Schweidnitz (with a garrifon of 4000 men) the 
army which beGeged it, joined prince Charles and 
madhal Daun, near Breflau, when it was determined 
to attack the prince of Bevern in his intrenchments, 
under the walls of that city, which was executed the 
z2d of november, with a treble fuperiority of num­
bers. The pruffians fuftained their attack with amaz­
ing intrepidity. The aufhians loft near 20,000 ~en. 
A great part of their army had retired from the field 
of battle, and the reft were preparing to retire; \vhm 
all at once the pruffian generals took the fame rtio­
lutions. A part of their nrrpy had fuffered a great 
deal in the engagement. They became apprehenfive 
of a total defeat, in cafe their intrenchments fhould 
be forced in any part. Accordingly they retired be­
hind the Oder. Soon after the auftrians returned, 
and with amazement faw themfelves mafters of the 
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field of battle, which they had but juft been obliged 
to relinquifh. There certainly wa~ fomething very 
ambiguous in the condua of the pruffian generals in 
Silefia; the king found the want of old marfhal 
Schwerin more than ever. One thing, to appearance, 
was very remarkable, and gave rife to a thoufand 
conjeaures ; the prince of Bevern, two days after the 
battle, as he was reconnoitring without efcort, and 
attended only by a groom, was taken by an advanced 
party of croats, a fmall body of whom had paired 
the Oder. The auftrians immediately improved their 
vi40ry ; their advantage, though very dearly bought, 
was followed by many others; Brefiau capitulated 
the 24th; and here they found, as at Schweidnitz, 
vaft quantities of provifion, ammunition, and mo­
ney. Almoft all Silefia was on the point of falling 
into their hands. Indeed, the fituation of his pruf­
fian majefty at this time, was terrible. Part of Pruf­
fia laid wafte by the brutal ferocity of the ruffians; 
part of Pomerania by the fwedes: all his weftphalian 
dominions, together with Halberftadt, and part of 
Magdeburg, in the poifeffion of the french, who were 
making incurfions even into Brandenburg: Berlin i~ 
felf laid under contributions ; Silefia conquered by the 
auftrians; and laftly, Saxony and Lufatia partly em: 
up by the auftrians, and the army of the empire, join­
ed with the french. Such was the ftate of this mo­
narch's dominions. For the prefent we muft leave him, 
marching to defend Saxony,againft the prince of Sou-: 
bife. 
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C H A·P. XIIL 

:Affairs :in England. Parliamentary affairs. 'I'ranf 
at/ions at fea. Secret expedition againfl Rochforl. 
Mifcarries. Court Martial. Affairs in north Ame­
rica. Troops embark for Louijburg. The Ex­
pedition laid ajide. Holbourn's fleet flattered in a 
florm. Fort William Henry taken. Affairs in Germa­
ny. Battle of Rofoach. King of PrujJia marches into 
Silf(/ia. Battle of LijJau. Brfjlau taken. Schweidnitz 
·Uockaded. Silejia conquered. PruJlian and auflrian 
armies go into winter quarters. Fiolent exceffis of the 
french in Hanover. Hanoverian army refumes its arms. 
'Siege of Harbourg. They go into winter quarters. 
Recapitulation of the events 0/ the year 1757. 

I, :N the meim time, the engIifh were pluming them­
felves with the viCtories of their illuftriolls ally; 

they won none themfelves. The miniftry was dif­
liked, and their adminiftration weak and confufed; 
j n iliort, we muft not rank the year 1757 as glorious 
in the anna'ls of Britain. Several fleets had been or­
dered out to cruife, in expectation of meeting with 
french iliips; but they were generally unfuccefsful~ 
Admiral Bofcawen in june, commanded one, which 
cruifed at cape St. Vincent; admiral Towofhend ar­
ri ved from Jamaica, where he had been very fuccefsful 
againft ~he [mall craft of the french. But thefe attions 
are oat of any great eclat, nor of any great confe­
quence in themfelves. The tranfacrions in the britifh 
parliament, were indeed, of more importance. In 
confequence of feveral [peeches and mefTJges from his 
majefiy, they had at different times, between january 
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and may, granted his majefty, fat the year 1757, up. 
wards of 8,350,0001.*. . 

In the month of june, there happened an unex­
peCted change in the englifh miniftry, which willjuftly 
be reckoned a remarkable a:ra, in the englifh hiftory. 
A coalition of parties was hardly hoped for; but yet 
it was brought about. Mr. Pitt was again reftored 
to the office of fecretary of flate; the duke of New­
caftlewas placed at the head of the treafury, and 
Mr. F?x was appointed pay-mafter of the forces. 
This arrangement gave very general fatisfaB:ion: the 
nation were fanguine in their hopes of better fuccefs 
in the war, now the violence of parties were extill­
guifhed, and the new miniftry formed a fcheme to gra­
tify this eager defire. It is now time to give fome 
account of it. 

As one captain Clerk was returning from Gibraltar, 
in his way to England, in 1754; he came along the 
weftern coaft of France. And by the politenefs of 
the governor of Rochefort, was 1hewn the dock, for­
tificarions, and every thing elfe in that city. In july, 
1757, he was ordered to communicate, to fir John 
Ligonier, what obfervations he had made there; he 
accordingly wrote him an account of the fortifications, 
reprefenting them fo bad, that the miniftry refolved 
to undertake an expedition againft it; and were de­
termined in this refolmion, on feeing an authentic 
account of the military force of France, which they 
alfo received in july, By this it appeared, that the 
french army, in the beginning of the war, confifted 
only of 157,347 men, including militia. In auguft, 

* For the navy 
For the army 
For the h'effians 
For the halloverians 
Sandrys 

3,5°3,94° I. 
2,398,197 
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1755, an augmentation was made of 29,000 foot, 
and 2500 dragoons. In december following, 5500 

horfe were further raifed. It alfo appeared by this 
memorial, that, in july 1757, the whole french army 
(without reckoning the militia and invalids, which 
were about 67,000) was under 200,000 men. The 
ifiands of Minorca, Corfica, with America, and the 
Weft-Indies, took up 30,000 men. Mallial d'Eftree's 
army, if the regiments were complete, would amount 
to 92,000; Richelieu's to 32,000; a body of 6 or 
7000 in garrifon at Toulon, Marfeilles, &c. By 
which it appears, that there were 160,000 regular 
troops employed, 40,000 then remained for garrifons, 
from Sedan to the frontiers of Switzerland, without 
fpeaking of Flanders, and the coaft, 20,000 from Sr. 
Vallery to Bergue, and 10,000 more from St. Vallery 
to Bourdeaux. 

From this memorial, it appeared to the miniftry, 
that the particular ports on the weftern co aft of France 
muft be very weakly garrifoned. A confiderable in­
ducement to undertake the expedition. Sir Edward 
Hawke received his orders in the beginning of au­
guft, and in confequence repaired to Spithead, to col­
lect the !hipping together. In the fecret inftructions 
to him, and fir John Mordaunt, the general of the 
land forces, they were directed to make their attack 
upon Rochfort; -and in cafe it fucceeded, or failed, 
port l'Orient, or Bourdeaux were next to be confi­
dered, as the moft important objects of their arms. A 
camp had been formed in the ifie of Wight, ever 
flnce the beginning of auguft, confifting of the old 
buffs, the king's, Kingfiey's, Hume's, Hadron'S, 
Brudenel's, Loudon's, Cornwallis's, Amhurft's, and 
Bentinck's regiments of ifoot, containing 700 men 
each <:omplete, which in all was 7000, with two bat­
talions of marines, and one troop of light horfe. 
Thefe forces were emb;uked on board 45 tranfports, 
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convoyed by a grand fleet * c;>f men of war. This 
noble armament fai.1ed the 8th of feptember. On the 
20th, they made the ifle of OlerQn, in the bay' of 
Bifcay, over againft: Rochfort. The 23d, they came. 
in fight of the little ifland of Aix, which lies in the 
mouth of the river, leading up to Rochfott. Capt. 
Howe, by order of the admiral, in the Magnanime, 
attacked lhe fort on this ifiand. Lord B --m,' 
who went a volunteer t, in another fhip of the {qua-' 
dron, has fince told me, that although the objeCl: of 
Mr. Howe's attack was but inconfideri!-ble, yet l)is con~ 
duct in it was admirable. The french, whern he came 
within gun-iliot, fired ineffectually at him; he received' 
their fire, and continued to bear down with the great­
eft compofure, till he dropt his anchors clofe under 
the walls of the fort, and then began fo terrible and, 
inceffant a fire, that his fhip feemed to be one conti­
Dl,.led flame; ip about an hour, the governorfhuck 
his flag, when the fmoak cleared up, . and difc;overed 
not a fort, but a heap of rubbifh. ' '. 

On the 25th, a council of war was called, by de~ 
fire of general Mordaunt, to confider of the expedi-, 

'" Con lifting of th~ following fhips ; 
. Guns. 

Royal George 100 

Ramilies 90 
Neptune 90 
Namure 90 
Princefs Amelia 80 
Barfleur 80 
Royal William 84 
NI:;~nanime 80 
To,~ay 74 
1)ubb 74 
Burford 74 

Intrepid 
Medway 
Dunkirk 
Achilles 
America 
6 Frigates 
2 Bombketches 
2 Fire Ihips 
2 Hofpital fhips 
6 Cutters. 

Guns. 
64 
64 
60 
60 
60 

t This amiable young nobleman, has fince attended the army 
under prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, as a volunteer, in two cam­
paigns. He was taken very ill at the latter en\l of the firft, at Caffel, 
fo that lord Granby delired him not to rilk his health by venturing 
on a fecond campaign; but his lordlhip's great bravery, and ea­
ger inclination to ferve his country, rendered him deaf to all in­
treaties. 
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ency of landing to attack Rochfort, in which it was 
granted by every body, that landing could be effeCted; 
but that the place could not be taken by efcalade. The 
general then defired another, which was held on the 
28th, and wherein it was alfo unanimouOy agreed, that 
it was advifeable to land the troops with all poffible 
difpatch. Immediately the difpofition was made for 
the 1anding, under admiral Broderick, and all the 
captains; part of the troops were in the boats; when 
on the 30th, the admiral received a letter from Mr. 
Broderick, importing, that the generals were come to 
a refolution not to land that night, but to wait till 
next morning. Sir Edward Hawke then fent to know 
of fir John Mordaunt, whether the general officers 
had any further military operations to propofe; that 
if they ha'cl not, he intended to proceed to England 
with the fquadron without lofs of time: in anfwer to 
which., fir John informed him, that having TALKED 

IT OVER with the general officers, they all agreed in 
returning direCtly to England; and accordingly, this 
moil: formidable armada arrived at St. Hellen's the 
6th of october .. 

Never did there appear fo general a difcontent, as 
fpread throughout the nation, on the failure of this 
expedition; it was. equalled by nothing, but the ar­
dent expectations of [uccefs before the fleet failed. 
One parcy threw all the blame on the minifters, who 
planned the fcheme. The other laid all the fault 011 

the commanders, who ought to have executed it. 
But his majefty, by his warrant of the Ifl: of novem­
ber, appointed a board of general officers, to enquire 
into the caufes of the failure of the expedition; they 
met the 12th, and by their report, affigned feveral 
reafons, why the expedition failed; which rea[ons were 
fo many abfolute cenfures on the conduct of the com­
mander. The general officers were, the duke of 
Marlborou~h, lord George Sackville, and gen. Wald­
grave, 
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This determination of the board of enquiry, was. 
far from being fatlsfacrury to his majefry; by another 
warrant, dated the 3d of december, a general court 
Ir:wfbal * was appointed to fit upon the trial of fir 
John Mordaunt, which met the 14th, and continuec! 
fitting till the 20th; when they all ul'lanimoufly were 
of opinion, that fir John Mordaunt was not guilty of 
the charge exhibited againft him, and did therefore 
acquit him. 

To determine where the fault of the expedition's 
faiJir;g, really laid, is a matter very difficult. We 
found, that a board of officers cenfured the comman­
der, on account of his behaviour, and a court martial 
acquitted him; the greater number of the publica­
tions, (many of them very ftupid ones) we read on 
this affair, the more we ilialI be perplexed. Thus­
much, I thi:-J{ feems pretty plain; that [he fcheme 
of making a diverfion on France, with defign to affift· 
the king of Pruffia, by drawing the french troop~ 

II: And confifted.of the following members. 
Lieut. general Lord Tyrawley, prefident. 

Lieut. general Charles lord Cadogan, 
Lieut. general John Guire, 
Lieut. general Richard Onllow, 
Lieut. general Henry Pulteney, 
Lieut general fir Charles Howard, 
Lieut. general John Huike, 
Lieut. general John lord Delawar, 
Lieut. general James Cholmondeley. 
Major general Maurice Bockland, 
Major general William earl of Panmure. 
Major general William earl of Ancram, 
Major general William earl of Harrington, 
Major general George earl of Albemarle, 
Major general Henr~' Holmes, 
TI'[ajor general Alexander Drury, 
Major general John Moyttyn, 
Major general Edward Carr. 
Colonel William Kinglley, 
Colonel Alexander Duroure, 
Coionel Bennet Noel. 

Charles Gould, deputy judge advocate general. 
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out of Germany, was a good one; provided there 
were not troops enough in every part of that coaft, 
to defend itfelf. It did not appear that this was 
not the cafe at Rochfort; I fhould alfo fuppofe, 
that the month of feptember was too late for fuch an 
expedition, efpecially in the boifterous bay of Bifcay. 
In fhort, the defign was not planned in a perfea man­
ner, by the miniftry: and we muft fay the fame of 
the execution; there were fame miftakes, whieh joined 
to the former, rendered it ineffeauaL But the mi­
niftry certainly deferved praife in one particular (al­
though in fame others, the plan might be defeaive) 
in forming a defign to employ with advantage our 
naval force, in an expedition, which, had it fucceeded, 
would have been of great eonfequence, if not by af­
fifting the king of Pruffia, at Ie aft in defrroying the 
fouree of the naval power of France. 

The operations of the britifh arms in north Ame­
rica were not more brilliant. I left admiral Hol­
bourn juft arrived at Hallifax, in the beginnino- of 

july, from England with a grand fleet *, and ~rd 

'" Confifting of the following £hips, including thore which wer.: 
in north America, viz. one £hip of the line, and 12 frigates. 

Shipr.. Men. Guns. Ships. Men. Guns. 
Newark 700 80 Port Mahon 150 22 
Invincible 700 74 Nightingale IS0 22 
Grafton 590 68 Kenningwn 150 20 
Terrible 630 74- Elphingham 150 20 
Northumberland 510 68 Ferrit floop 120 16 
Captain 580 68 Furnace bomb 100 16 
Orford' 520 68 -- ditto 100 16 
Bedford 480 64 Vulture lIoop 100 14 
Na1fau 480 64 Hunter 100 14-
Sunderland 400 64 Speedwell 90 12 
Defiance 400 64 Hawke ) 00 12 
Tilbury 400 '64 Gibraltar's prize 80 12 
Kingfton 400 60 Jamaica roo 14-
Windfor 35 0 54 Lightning fire £hip 50 
Sutherland 306 50 - -
Winchelfea r 60 24 J 0,200 1350 
Succees ) 50 zz 

Loudon 
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Loudon waiting there for him with great impatience: 
The armament confifted of 17 fhips of the line, 14 
frigates and floops, two bombs, one fire fhip, with 
179 tranfports, making 18,000 tons englifh fhips~ 
and 15,6 I 6 north american; 100 pieces of brafs 
cannon, in 10 large fhips, horfes, fteers, &c. in foul' 
others, and feveral more loaded with facines, gabions, 
&c. The army confifted of 15 regiments, 500 men 
of the train, 500 rangers, and 100 carpenters, mak­
ing all I 1,000 effeB:ive land forces. The firft thing 
which the commander did, was to difpatch fome vef­
fels for intelligence of the enemy's fituation and 
ftrength. And in the mean time, the troops were 
exercifed in attacking a fham fort, according to the 
rules of war, lord Loudon very rightly judging, that 
this was a proper employment for them till he failed *. 

When the veffels returned, they brought advice of 
a fleet's being arrived at Louifburgh; and, on the 
4th of auguft, a french prize was brought into Hali­
fax, by whofe papers it appeared, that there were then 
in the harbour, 17 fail of the line, 12 frigat-es, 4000. 
regulars, betides 3000 belonging to the garrifon. This. 
news immediately fufpended the preparations which had 
been made to embark. Councils of war were held one 
after another. The refult of the whole was that as the. 
place was fo well reinforced, the french fleet fupermr to 
ours, and the feafon fo far advanced, it was moft 
prudent to defer the enterprize till a more favourable 
opportunity. I do not fee any great rearon to find 
fault with this decermination, confidering the circum­
frances abovementioned, although it was much found 
fault with in England. Lord Loudon returned to 
New York, and the admiral fet fail for Loui{b,llrg, 

'II! It was on this account, that lord Charles Haycondemned lord 
Loudon's conduCt, as " Keepin.g the courage of his rnajefty's fol­
e< diers at bay, an~ expending t~~ nation's ~ealthJ in makingfham 
" fights, and plantmg cabbages. For whIch he was, with the ad. 
vice of a council of war, ordered under arreft. - . 4i 
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in hopes to bring the french fleet to a baule; but 
with what reafon, he ihould fllppofe, that they woi.lld 
hazard one, I know not, as their only bufinefs w~s 
to proteCt: the town. The englifh fquadron ftayed 
off the harbour, till the 25th of feptember, when 
they were fhattered in a moft terrible ftorm, in which 
one of our fhips was loft, eleven difmafted, and the 
reft returned to England in a very bad condition. 

This was the end of the expedition againft Louif­
burg; in which fa great a force was fa ineffectually 
ufed: we attribute the bad fuccefs to the long delay 
of Holbourn's fleet in England, it ought certainly to 
have been ready to fail fooner, and then fo much 
would not have depended upon the wind and weather. 
Lord Loudon's conduCt has been very much blamed, 
with what reafon, I confefs, I cannot fee. 
T~e re:tder may remember, that before general 

Johnfon's viCtory over the french, there was built a 
fort, called William Henry, on the fouth edge of lake 
George, in order to command that lake, and cover 
our frontiers. The fort was fhong at prefent, gar­
rifoned by 2500 men; and general Webb with 4000 
men was pofted at no great diftance. The french, 
when they were informed that lord Loudon was gone 
on the Louiiliurg expedition, made great preparations 
to attack this fort; the marquis de Monq::alm brought 
againft it 8000 regulars and indians1 with a very good 
artillery to befiege it in form. It is here neceffary to 
enquire, whether Montcalm could do all this fa near 
Crown Point, without general Webb's knowing it. 
If he was flat informed of it, where were his fcouts. 
fo neceifary in that country: if he was informed of 
it, which is the common opinion, why did he not 
colleCt: the neighbouring militia, and put the fort in 
the beft pofture of defence, he would have been of 
equal, perhaps fuperior force to the french; but this 
not being done, the confequences were, tflat the french 
~fter a fix days fiege, took the fort the 9th of au­
.. . guft; 
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guil:; it furrendering by the advice of general Webb. 
The garrifon marched out with their arms, and en. 
gaged not to ferve during 18 months; the french fa­
vages paid no regard to the capitulation; but com­
mitted a thoufand outrageous barbarities. And aU 
was fuffered by 2000 men, with arms in their hands, 
againft a diforderly crew of barbJrians. The ehemy 
having demolifhed the fort, carrieJ off every thing 
with the veffels on the lake, departing without mak­
ing any further attempts. There 'is fuch an intricate 
darknefs in this afFair, that were it cleared up, I fear 
a ftain would fomewhere be difcovered. This was, 
the end of our third campaign in north America, we 
had atl:ually near 20,000 regular troops, and a navy 
of upwards of 20 fhips of the line, and yet our forts 
were taken from us, and our indian allies left de­
fen celefs , to the mercy of the enemy; and without, 
our doing anyone atl:ion, that could repay us for a1\ 
this load of bad fuccefs and difhonour. ' 

It is in Germany only we muft look for more bril­
liant and decifive aCtions. I left his pruffian majefty 
returning from Lufatia, in his way to Saxony, with 
defign to fight the imperialifts and french, who were 
advancing towards Mifl1ia. His majefty reached Er­
furth, the 14th of feptember, by the rout of Pegau, 
N aumburg, Frankenau, Btlttleftadt; from Erfurth, 
the king detached prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick 
with feven battalions and ten fquadrons, and fome ar­
t.illery, towards Halberftadt; to watch the motions of' 
marihal Richelieu's army. The combined army lefe 
Erfurth the I I th, on the approach of tl-'e pruffians, 
and retired to Eifenach, where they were enc~tpped 
during the king of Pruffia's ihy at Erfurth; but be­
ing reinforced confiderably, they then advanced, and 
his majefty retired in his turn: the reafon of which 
was, he wanted to fight them as near Mifna, and as 
deep in the winter as he could, becaufe, if he was 
vitl:orious, a defeat at that feafon, would difenable his 

enemy 
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enemy from aB:ing any more, at leaft that year: On 
'the contrary, if he failed, Saxony was at hand for 
him to retire into, and which the enemy could make 
make little impreffion on in winter. ~On the 28th, 
he marched back to Buttleftadt; on which the com­
bined army fixed their quarters at Gotha. His pruf­
fian majefty finding that the enemy advanced with 
fpeed, thought it time to fight them: he took that re­
folution the 24th of october, when his army hap­
pened to be divided into feveral ~orps, fome of them 
at the diftance of 20 leagues afunder. Marfhal Keith 
was in Leipfick with [even battalions, and his ma­
jeay, on being informed that the enemy were march­
ing directly towards that city, colleCl:ed his whole 
army together, with fuch expedition, that it was 
united by the 27th, remaining at Leipfick the 28th 
and 29th; it was then imagined, that the bat­
tle would be fought on the plains of Lutzen. On 
the 30th, the king drew nigh that place; and paired 
the Sala with his army at Weiirenfels, Merfeburg, 
and Halle, and joined again the 3d, over againft the 
enemy. On the 5th, intelligence was brought 'Lhe 
king, that the combined army wa~ in motion; in 
iliort, the two armies met at the village of Rof­
bach. The latter was commanded by the prince of 
Saxe Hilburghau[en, and Soubife, and coniifted of 
50,000 men complete. The prL1ffians did'not amount 
to 25,000 *. 

His 

'" Jull before the battle began, which was to decide the fate of 
fo many nations, the king of Pruffia addrelTed his troops in the 
foll,?wing words: 

" My dear friends j the hour is come, in which all that is, and 
all that ought to be dear to us, depends upon the fwords which 
are now drawn for the battle. Time permits me to fay but little; 
nor is there occafion to fay much. You know that there is no la­
bour, no hunger, no cold, no watching, no danger, that I have 
not ihared with you hitherto; and you now fee me ready to lay 
down my ]jf~ with you, and for you. All I aJk is the fame pledge 

of 
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His pruffian majefry had determined to make the 

attack with one wing only, and the difpofition of the 
enemy made it neceffary, that it fhould be the left 
wing. All the cavalry of his right, was marched to 
his left, and formed over againfr that of the enemy. 
Upon which the pruffian cavalry moved on immedi­
ately, the french cavalry advanced to meet them, 
and the charge was very fierce, feveral regiments of 
the french coming on with great refolution. The 
advantage however, was entirely on the fide of the 
pruffians. The french cavalry being routed, was pur­
fued for a confiderable time, with the greateft fpi-
rit. But having afterwards gained an eminence~ , 
which gave them an opportunity of rallying, the 
pruffian horfe fell on them afrefh, and gave them 
fo thorough a defeat, that they betook thernfelves to 
flight in the utmoft diforder, which happened at four 
in the afternoon. ~hilft the cavalry charged, the 
pruman infantry opened themfelves, enduring a very 
briik. cannonade from the enemy, which did fame 
execution; and in about a quarter of an hour fhei'r 
fire began. The french could neither frand it no'r 
refift the valour of their enemies, who gallantly 
marched up to their batteries, which being carried 
one after another, they gave way in the gr,eateft 
confufion. As the left wing of the pruffians advanc­
ed, the right changed its pofition, and meeting wit~ 
a fmall rifing ground, they planted 16 pieces of heavy 
artillery, the fire of which taking the left wing of 
the enemy in front, galled them extremely. At five 
the victory was decided, the cannon ceafed, and the 
french fled on all fides. The king of Pmffia ex:-

of fidelity and afFetlion, that I give. And let me add, not as an 
jgcitement to your courage, but as a teftimony of my own grati­
tude, that from this hour, until you go into quarters, your pay 
!hall be double; Acquit yourfelves like men, and put your confi­
dence in God." The efFetl this fpeech had upon the men, amounted 
almojl t9 aJI heroic phrenJy, a good prognofticatioll of [ucce[s. 

pofeli 
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pofed himfelf to the hotteft of the fire, in leading on 
his troops. The french left 3000 men dead on the 
field of battle; 63 pieces of cannon, a great many 
colours; eight french generals, 250 officers of diffe- -
ren,t ranks, and 6000 private men were taken. The 
darknefs of the night, alone faved from total de­
ftruB:ion the fCiHtered remains of an army, fo numer­
ous and formidable in the morning. The 6th, the 
conquerors purfued the run-aways to Freyburg, and 
the 8th and 9th to Erfurth. 

His prufilan majefty no [ooner had purfued his 
enemy as far as Erfurth, than he turned back, and 
began a march of upwards of 200 miles, with that 
very army, which had before the battle been collected 
from places above 100 miles diftant from each 
other. The king made a rapid march through Thu­
ringia, Mifnia, and Lufatia, in his way to fight the 
auftrians in Silefia. He fet out from Leipfick the 
12th of november, with 19 battalions and 28 fqua­
drons. Whilft this corps was on their march, mar­
ilial Keith, with another, got into Bohemia, through 
the defiles of Pafsberg; and marched towards Prague, 
taking a confiderable magazine at Leitmeritz. The 
two auftrian generals Baddick and MarihaI, who 
were pofted in Lufatia, to obftruct his majefty's 
march, fled before him. He arrived the 24th, at 
Naumburg, on the Qgeifs, and by making forced 
marches entered Silefia, and arrived at Parchwitz, 
near the Oder, the 28th. The prince of Bevern's 
army joined the king here; and foon after the garri. 
fon of Schweidnitz, which were conduCting to prifon 
by the auftrians, being but weakly guarded, and 
hearing by accident of the viCtory of Rofbach, it ao­
nimated them [0 much, that they rofe upon the ef'Corr" 
difperfed them, and by the greateft chance joined the 
king's army in its march, adding a confiderabk: 
ftrength to it. The royal army having reft~d a dayj, 
marched on the 4th to Neumarck. 

The 
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The auftrians, in the mean time, confiding in their 

numbers, on his prullian majefty's approach, aban­
doned their fhong camp (the f\tme which the prince 
of Bevern had before occupied) and advanced to meet 
the king, with a refolution to give him battle. The 
two armies met the 5th of december, near the vil­
lage of Leuthen: the aufl:rians were commanded by 
prince Charles of Lorrain, affifted by marfhal Daun, 
the latter of whom had taken all pollible precautions 
to throw a multitude of impediments in the way of 
his prullian majefry; the ground which they occupied, 
had all the advantage of natural fituation, improved 
to the utmoft with great diligence and ikill; the 
army was drawn up on a plain, except in forne parts 
it had fmall eminences, which count Daun had fut­
rounded with artillery; fome hills on his right and 
left were alfo covered with batteries of cannon; in 
his front were many thickets and caufeways; but to 
tender the whole as impenetrable as pollible, he had 
felled a vaft number of trees, and fcattered them in 
the way. In this formidable fituation was pofted 
70,000 aullrians, excellent troops, and commanded 
by count Daun; the only general who had fnatched 
a victory from the prullian hero. 

His majelly hellitated not a moment; a1th~ugh 
his troops did not exceed 36,000 men, he refolv­
ed to attack the enemy, fa much fuperior. From 
the nature of the ground, the pmffian horfe could 
not act; but by a moft judicious movement of the 
king's, that difadvantage was overcome; general Na­
dafl:i, with a corps de referve, was pofted on the au­
ftrian's left, with defign to take the king in flank; 
but his majefty, in making his firft difpolitions, had 
forefeen, and guarded againft that deugn, he placed 
four battalions behind the cavalry of his right wing. 
N adafti, as the king expected, attacked him with 
great fury,. but received [0 fevere a fire from thofe 
four battalIons, that he retired in the greateft diforder; 

by 
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by which means the king's flank being well fupported 
and covered, aCl:ed with fo much order and vigor, 
that the enemy's right gave way. The pruffian artil­
lery was excellently ferved, and having filenced that 
6f the auftrians, enabled the king to maintain thofe 
adva'ntages, which he had gained. Never was battle 
fought with more obftinacy; the attacks of the pruf­
flans were incredible; and the auftrians made a moll: 
gallant defence during the whole battle; they drew 
up all their forces again about Leuthen; which poll: 
was defended on all fides with redoubts and entrench­
ments: but nothing could ftop the impetuofiry of the 
pruffians; they made reiterated attacks with the llt­

moll: bravey, which their enemies fuftained a long 
time with great firmnefs, but at laft the poft was 
gained, and the auftrians fled on all fides, the battle 
ending in an entire rout. The king purfued them 
to Liffa; 6000 were flain, 15,000 taken prifoners, 
~oo pieces of cannon, 60 colours and ftandards, and 
4000 waggons of ammunition and baggage were 
taken. It is remarkable, that this glorious battle was 
fought juft a month after that of Rofbath. 

The fulnefs of the victory was foon feen in 
the gteatrrefs of its confequences. The aull:rians 
were putfued the day after the battle to Breflau; 
and that city was immediately befieged. Schweid­
nit!Z, although it was in the depth of winter, was 
blockaded: and the pruffian parties over-ran all Si­
lefia, recovering not only that part of it, which be­
longed to the king, but conquered even the auftrian 
divifion, reducing the garrifons of Jagerndorf, Trop~ 
pau and Tetfchen. In ilion, the emprefs queen re­
mained poffeffed only of the garrifon of Schweidnitz, 
in all Silefia; the whole of which country, but a few days 
before was in the poffeffion of her victorious troops. 
His majefty the king of Pruffia, having thus glorioufly 
ended the campaign, diftributed his men into winter 
quarters. The auftrians retired into Bohemia, with 

R the 
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tne f'hattered remains of thtir troops, where they afro 
went into winter quarters. But it is time to turn Our 
eyes towards an.other profpeCl: equally advantageous to 
his pruffian maJefl-y. 

The french army in Hanover; from the very fign­
ing the convention of eIofier-feven, had been guilty 
of a million of unheard of exceffes, and had violated 
the convention almoft in every article. They [eized 
the cafile of Schartzfels, and pillaged it, making the 
garrifon prifoners of war. They refufed to deliver 
up the prifoners they had made before the con­
vention, though this was a point exprefsly fiipulated 
between the generals that fetrIed the detail, and was 
exactly fulfilled on the part of the hanoverians, by 
the releafe of the french prifoners. They fummoned 
the bailies of thofe diftricts, into which the french 
troops were by no means to enter, under pain of mili­
tary execution, to appear before the french commif­
[ary, and compelled them to deliver up the public 
revenue. They appropriated to themfelves part of 
thofe magazines, which by exprefs agreement were to 
be left to the elettoral troops. They feized the houfes, 
revenues, and corn belong to the king of England, 
in the «ity of Bremen, in fpight of the recipro­
cal engagements entered into, to confider that 
city, as a place abfolutely free and neutral. The 
duke de Richelieu, the commander ill chief, whO' 
came to lofe all that the ikill of d'Eftrees had won, 
(being promoteq to the chief command merely by the 
favour of madam de Pompadour, who hated the mar-
1halefs d' Eftrees) was the author of this behaviour, 
fo injurious to the honour of his country 1 his fortunet 

by his extravagance and vices, was very much iliat­
tered; and to repair it, he plundered the whole elec­
tOl-ate of Hanover, with the moft inflexible feverity; 
he levied the moft exorbitant contributions; and even 
that did not exempt the unhappy hanoverians from 
the infolent and brmal liccntioufncfs of the french 
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Ioldiery. the capital of the eleC\;orate, was. the only 
place which ~fcaped from the univerfal rapin~, by the;! 
juftice, generofity, and moderation of the duke de 
Randan its governor, who kept up the ftriCieft dif­
tipline; and behaved with the utmoft humanity. 
Such inftances as thefe, as they happen very rarely, 
fo they ought to be trarifmitted to poftetity to the ho­
nour of thofe who perform them. 

There never was a more flagrant inftance of what 
importance a regular and exact difcipline is to the 
very being of an army, than in this under the duke 
de Richelieu. That general, intent only on plunder­
ing the coUntry, relaxed every kind of military difci­
pline; fa that the numerous army, which the conduct 
of d'Eftr'ees had preferved in excellent order and good 
fpirits; through all thedeferts of Weft ph alia, and againft 
an enemy's army; now it was in poffeffioh of a plen­
tiful country, without any enemy to oppofe it; was 
reduced in its numbers, the foldiers decayed in their 
health and fpirits, in vile order, without doaths, and 
even without arms. Such was the condition of this 
once formidable army, when his majefty, the king of 
Great Britain, refolved no longer to bear the indig­
hities whiC,h the infolence of the enemy was every 
day increafing. The french even went fo far as to 
attempt taking their arms from the hanoverian and 
heman troops; but this was not fuffered. I have be­
fore [aid, that the king of PrufIia had detached prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick with a fmall army, into the 
country of H;rlberftadt, to watch the motions of 
marfhal RicheJieu; the prince finding what order the 
french army was in, penetrated through the northern 
parts of the eleaorate, and joined his body of pru[­
nan troops to the army of hanoverians and hemans, 
who inftantly refumed their arms, and began to aCt 
againft the french, under prince Ferdinand's com­
mand. The king publifhed a memorial, containing 
the motives which obliged his troops to tlke arms, 

R 2 fetting 



( 244 ) 
fetting forth in the cleareft light, how palpably the 
french had firft broke every article of the convention 
of Clofter-feven. ' 

The prince took the command about the middle 
of november; by which time the army was wholly 
affembled. On his lirft motions, marihal Richelieu 
threatened the whole country, of which he was in 
poifeffion, with fire and fword, to which no reply was 
made. However, on the prince's approach, the 
fuburbs of Zell was fet on fire, the bridge of the 
Aller burnt, and many houfes reduced to aihes. His 
ferene highnefs having reprefented to marihal Riche­
lieu, the confequences of fuch a proceeding, the mar· 
fhal alledged, . that it was done my mere accident. 
The lirft operation of importance, which the hano· 
verian army undertook, was the fiege of Harbourg, 
they became mafters of the town, the 28th of no­
vember, but the french governor with the garrifon 
retired into the cafrle; and defended it with the great­
eft bravery, till the 29th of december, when he ca­
pitulated. Marihal Richelieu, in the mean time, was 
colleCting his troops about Zell. The 6th, the ha· 
noverian army began their march to dinodge him, 
and arrived within a league of Zell the 13th; but find­
ing that the french were too ftrongly intrenched to 
he attacked, he ftaid till the 2 dt, when he broke 
his camp, and returned towards Ultzen and Lunen­
burg, to put his troops into winter quarters. 

The wonderful events, which diftinguiih in fo re­
markable a manner, the year 1757, are fuch, that 
the like is hardly to be met with in hiftory. The 
king of Pruffia had once more the happinefs to fee 
himfelf freed from all that imminent danger, which fo 
lately furrounded him; he now felt the effects of his 
councils, and his labours; all his enemies were driven 
out of his dominions, defeated, broken, and flying 
every where before him; himfelf in quiet poffdlion 
of Silefia, and his viCtorious troops ready to fall on 

their 
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enemies in the next campaign, with redoubled bra­
very. Animated with the prefence of their fove­
reign, what labours are too great for pruffians to per­
form? What a wonderful reverfe of fortune did this 
monarch fuftain, in fo iliort a fpace of time, as a 
fingle campaign. Triumphant at firft; the auftrians 

. fly before him, totally defeated, and half a kil'lgdom 
conquered. The lofs of one battle turns the fcale, 
the king of Pruffia is defeated, the affairs of the au­
ftrians re-eftabliilied, their armies vitl:orious, and their 
enemy on the very brink of deftrutl:ion, abandoned 
by his allies, his dominions plundered, and laid 
waite by his enemies, and himfelf at the very edge 
of defpair. Another battle raifes him again, and in 
a month's time, the auftrians, imperiliafts, french, 
ruffians, and [wedes, all retire before him; his domi­
nions are freed from all his enemies; and the force of 
one fmall potentate baffies all the endeavours of a 
confederacy of five or the greateft powers in the uni­
verfe. How will pofterity be amazed to hear, that 
above half the power of Europe was united, and ex­
erted in vain, to reduce the king of Pruffia, unaffifted 
by allies! fuch are the events that happened; fuch 
the atl:ions that were performed, qot in an age, but 
in a fin~le camJ?aign. 
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Affairs in England. 'I'ranjafii01ls at /ea. Senegal! taken. 
War in the Eafl-Indies. Battles between Pocock and 
d' Ache. Fort St, David's taken by the french. French 
bejiege MadraJs . . 'rhe jiege r~ifed. Affairs in France. 
In Germany. Convention bet'wem Great Britain and 
Prujjia. French retire out of Hano'lJcr. Prince of 
Clermont comiJwnds the french army. Hoya and Mindc?I 
laken. Generous behaviour (Jf the duke de Randan. 
French army drove beyoll~ the Rhine. Embden taken, 
by commodore Holmes. Schweirlnitz taken. King Of 
Prt1Jia enters Mor?lvia. Lays jiege to Olmutz. ''Ihe 
jiege raifed. Retreats into [3opemi(J. Arri-veJ tit fran~~ 
fort (J11 tpe O~er. 

T H.E year 1758, opene~ at fo qiticaI a ~onjunc~ 
ture, that it was very rea[op<l:bly expe¢ted! i~ 

would be remarkable for great and important a&ions. 
The belligerent powers of Europe, fpent the wipter 
in making the moil: formidable preparations, for the 
enfuing campaign. The immenfe confederacy againft 
the king of Pruffia ftiJl fubGfted; and everyone of 
fhe powers that formed it, feemed to be emulous who 
lhould be morc forward to cruih an enemy that wa~ 
found more powerful, than they at firft"imagined: 
England ,\'as his o~ly ally, and one whofe affiftance 
11e Iud reaion to hope would be very advant~geou$ 
to him. The army which the king of England haq 
under th~ command of prince Ferdinand 0( Brunf· 
wick, was of infinite fervice' to his pruffiar majefty; 
for the french army vvhich oppofep-' it, it is very na: 
~uraI to fuppo[e, had it had no antagonift in Hano­
yer, would have marcheq againft that monarch's do­
minions. It. was refolved in England, to keep it 
~r. 'play, ~g:unft the french, which gave occafio~ 
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to a meIrage from the king, the 18th of january, 
to the commons, importing, " That having ordered 
the a-rmy, formed laR year 1n his electoral dominions, 
to be put again in motion, and to act with the ut­

.nlOft vigour againft the common enemy, in concert 
with his ally the king of Pruffia; and the exhaufted 
and ruined ftate of the eleEtorateand its revenues. 
having rendered it impoffible for the fame to main~ 
tain and keep together that army, until the further 
neceffary charge of it, &c, could be laid before the 
houfe; his majeUy found himfelf under the abfolute 
neceffiry of recommending to them, the fpeedycon~ 
fIderation of fuch a prefent fllpply, as might enable 
him to fllbfift, and keep together the faid army." Ifil 
confequence of this meifage, the houf~ on the 23d? 
'Voted 100,000 1. for the end therein mentioned. 

In England, we find very few events that the 
compafs of this work will ._dmit my fpeaking of. II} 
parliament were many refolutions, which had a mani~ 
feft connection with the war; of thefe I fual! at dif~ 
ferent times take proper notice, The on1 y military 
preparations of great importance in this kingdom 
were naval. At fortfmouth, Plymouth, ChathalD~ 
&c. feveral armaments were getting ready with gr~ac 
diligence. A fquadron of eleven fuips of the 
line, and nine frigates, had been fame time in tCle 
Mediterranean, under the command of admiral Of­
born, to block up M. de la Clue, who was in CaJ'~ 
thagena, with a french [quadran. On the 28th of 
april, Mr. Ofuorn fell in with another fmall fqLladro:1: 
of french {hips, in their way from Toulon, to reiE­
force de la Clue's fquadron, commanded by M. C(' 
~lefne, in the Foudroyant of 80 guns, the Orpheus 
of 64, the Oriflamme of '50, and the Pleiade of 24. 
While the chief part of the englifh [quadran con.> 
fiued off Carthagena, to watch the french ihips there", 
~apt. Storr, in the Revenge of 64 guns, fupported by 
~flpt. Hughes, in th.e Eerwick of 63, and capt. EV2.n.s~ 
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in the Prellon of 50, took the Orpheus, commanded 
by M. de Herville with 500 men; capt. Gardiner, 
in the ry~onmouth of 64, fupported by capt. Stanhope, 
in the S·.dftfure of 70, an,p captain Hervey, in the 
Hampton-court of 64, took the Foudroyant with 800 
men. Capt. Rowley, in the Montague of 60, and 
capt. Montague, in the Monarch of 74, ran the Ori­
flamme on {hare, under the caftle of Aiglos; but was 
not deftroyed by reafon of the neutrality of the coaft 
of Spain. The Pleiade got away by out-failing the 
engliih !hips. The greateft lofs fuftained by the vic­
tors, was in that of the brave capt. Gardiner; lieute­
nant Carket commanded his [hip on the captain's 
death, and fought the Foudroyant, with great con. 
duct and courage; as a reward for which, admiral 
Oiborn conferred on him the command of the £hip 
he had conquered, and M. de QEefne, when he ftruck, 
refufed to give his fword to capt. Stanhope; but gave 
it with great politenefs to lieutenant Carket. The 
fleet in Carthagena confifted of one !hip of 84 guns, 
three of 74, two of 64, two of 50, one of 36, one of 
24, one of 16, and one of 14. 

The engliih cruifing fquadrons, in the beginning of 
this year, were very fuccefsful in taking a great num­
ber of french merchantmen and privateers. We 
had one under vice-admiral Smith in the Downs, 
another under rear-admiral Cotes, in the Weft-Indies, 
who had done the englilh trade in thofe parts great 
fenice, by his conduCt and bravery. Another ftrong 
[quadran, under admiral Boftawen, failed from Spit­
head, for north America, the 19th of february. The 
12th of march, fir Edward Hawke failed with feven 
Blips of the line, and three frigates, from Spithead, 
to cruife in the bay of Bifcay; the 4th of april he 
fell in, off the ine of Aix, with a french fquadron, 
of five fhips of the line, feven frigates, and a convoy 
of 40 merchantmen, to which he gave chace; the 
n'.en of war fled, and the merchantmen, many of 

them 
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them were ran on fuore out of the reach of the eng .. 
lifu fuips, and only two or three taken. On the 7th 
of april, the Effex of 64 guns, and two frigates, in 
their way to join fir Edward Hawke, fell in with 
12 fail more of french merchant's fhips, efcorted by 
a frigate of 22 guns, which the Effex took, together 
with five or fix of the merchantmen. 

In the beginning of march, a fmall fquadron, con­
fILling of the N affau of 64 guns, the Harwich of 50, 
the Rye of 24, a floop and two bum·s, under the 
.command of captain Marfh (having on board a body 
.of marines, under major Mafon, and a detachment of 
artil1ery, under captain Walker) failed from Ply­
mouth for the coaft of Africa. On the 24th of 
april, this fquadron arrived off the river Senegall, 
got over the bar the 29th; and the next day landed 
700 marines and feamen, with defign to attack the 
french fort Lewis; but deputies arrived with articles 
on which they propofed to fLlrrender, and thefe being 
agreed to, the englifh forces were put in poifeffion of 
this mof!: important fettlement; where they found 
232 french officers and foIdiers, 92 pieces of cannon; 
with treaiure, flaves, and merchandize to a very can· 
fiderable value. The fuccefs which this fmall force 
met with, was of the greateft importance to the eng­
lifh nation, and of equal prejudice to the french; I 
fhall fpeak more fully of it hereafter *. 

The Eaft-Indies, fince the beginning of the war, 
had been a theatre fruitful in events. The year 1758, 
in that country, was difringl!ifhed by many aas of 
jmportance. Vice-admiral Pocock, !ince the death 

~ The king of the country about Senegall, was fo defirous of 
feeing the men of war, that he fwam on board, thouah the di­
france was upwards of an englilh mile. The officers ~f the fhip 
treated him with great civility, with which he feemed vall:ly pleaied. 
At parting. he told the captain, he fhould be extremely fond of 
feeing the king of England, which he thought he might do, as he 
had {hips at his command, for if he had lhips, he would go and 
fee him. 

of 
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()f Mr. Watro.n, had commanded in chief there. Be. 
ing joined by .commodore Stevens in Madrafs road 
on the 24th of march, with reinforcements fro~ 
England, he· put to fea with his fquadron It the 27th, 
with defign to intercept a french [quadran in thofe 
parts, under the command of M. d' Ache. The 
20th be came in fight of them; the french admiral 
(whore {quadron confifted of three fhips of 74 guns, 
two of 64, two of 60, two of 50, and one of 36) on 
feeing Mr. Pocock's fleet, formed his line, as did the 
engli!h admiral, and bore down on the enemy; the 
engagement lafted but a very fhort time, before M. 
d' Ache broke his line, and bore away; whenPocock 
hung out the fignal for a general chace; but night 
coming on, he continued the purfuit without any ef· 
feCt. The firO: of may, he came to an anchor near 
Madrafs, and was informed, that one of the french 
Ihips of 74- guns, was fo much damaged in the action, 
that its captain had ran her on !hare. This victory 
would have been much more complete, had the cap· 
tains who commanded in the rear of the englifh fqua­
dron, done their duty; for when the admiral threw 
out the fignal for a clofe engagement, they kept back, 
and would not bear down, even after repeated fignals 
had been made. In admiral Pocock's letter, he be· 
flows great encomiums on commodore Stevens, capt. 
Latham, and capt. Somerfet in the van; alfo, capt. 
Kempenfelt, the commodore's captain, and cart. Har~ 

'it Confifling of the following [hips: 
Ships. Guns. Men. 

Yarmouth 64 500 Pocock. 
Elizabeth 64 595 Stevens. 
Cumberland 66 520 
Weymoth 60 420 

Tyger 60 400 
Newcafile 50 350 
Salitbury 50 300 
Q!leenborough frigate 
Protector l1QreQJip. 

riC on, 



( 25 1 ) 

rifon, with the refl: of the officers and men on board 
the Yarmouth. The admiral, on his arrival at Ma­
drafs, ordered a court martial to affemble, to enquire 
into the conduct of thofe captai[ls, whofe behaviour 
had appeared fo faulty. In confequence of which~ 
~apt. Nicholas Vincent was fentenced to be difmiffed 
from the command of the Weymouth: capt. George 
Legge of the N ewcaftle, to be cafhiered from his 
majefty's fervice ; and capt. William Brereton to loofe 
pne year's rank, as a poft captain. 

Mr. Pocock having repaired the mofl: material da­
mages his fquadron had received, put to fea the loth 
of may, with an intent to get up to fort St. David's, 
put was not able to effect it; he fufpected the french 
defigned to attack it, and knew, that if his fquadron 
was there, fuch an attempt would be impracticable. 
Bis fufpi~ions were but too true; the. french army 
under M. Lally, had befleged it, with the affifl:ance 
9f fome of the french lhips, and it furrendered the 
zd of june. The 30th of may, Mr. Pocock was in 
fight ofPondicherry; and fame days after hearing 
~hat fort St. David's was taken, he returned imme­
J3iatelt to Madrafs. He put to fea again, the 25th 
9f july, in quefl: of the enemy, and on the 3d of 
auguft, by taking advantage of a fea breeze, he got 
~he weather gage, and brought on an engagement. 
In ten minutes M. d' Ache bore away, keeping a very 
irregular line, and continuing a running fire till three 
I)'clock, when the englifh admiral made the fignal 
for a general chace; and purfued them till it was dark, 
when they efcaped by out-failing him, and got into 
Pondicherry road; where they continued till the 3d 
9f fept~mber, when they failed for their iOands to clean 
~nd refit; two of their !hips being in a very bad con­
dition, and others confiderably damaged. 

M. Lally, as foon as had taken fort St. David's. 
marched with 2500 men, into the king of Tanjour'$ 
~ollntry, to ~ry) if pomble, to procure a fum of mo-
.. nell 
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ney from him; being refufed, he plundered a trading 
town on the coaft, and befieged his capital, but meet­
ing with a more refolute defence than he expected, 
he retreated about the middle of auguft, in great 
confufion, to Carrical, a french fea-port fettlement ; 
and from thence to Pondicherry, at the end of fep­
tember. About the middk of december, the french 
army again moved from their quarters, .and marched 
to lay fiege to Madrafs: colonels Lawrence and Dra­
per commanded c-i,ere, and fuflained all the attack~ 
of the french, with the greatefl: condua and bravery, 
making feveral fuccefsful fallies: but a reinforcement 
arriving in the port the middle of february, 1759, 
the enemy raifed the fiege, anL; retreated with the ut­
moft precipitation, leaving behind them feveral bat~ 
teries of cannon and mortars; having fuffered very 
feverely during the fiege. General Lally was efteemed 
an officer of abilities, he had ferved many times with 
reputation in Europe; and was of greater rank than. 
the french court ufually fend into this country. The 
bad fucce[s he met with was entirely owing to the 
miferable troops he commanded, and the want of the 
neceifary fupport from Europe. The want of a 
firmnefs in the adminiftration of the government of 
France at home, occafioned that manifeft weaknefs 
which fo evidently appeared in all her colonies. There 
were feveral other expeditions undertaken on both 
fides, in the beginning of 1759; but I ihall give an 
account of them hereafter. The chain of affairs in 
India, during the year 1758. was fa connected, that 
I could not avoid giving a hiftory of the whole year 
at once. It will alfo appear more perfpicuous to the 
reader. 

The continent of Europe at this time, bid more 
fair for being the theatre of great events. Half Eu­
rope, as I before mentioned, was employed in mak­
ing preparations for the enfuing campaign. The 
french were very diligent in putting their army on 
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the Rhine, on a better footing. It will not here be 
amifs to take a flight view of the court of France; 
for then the caufe of the defpicable figure, which the 
french army in Hanover made, the latter end of 
the laft campaign, will more clearly appear. ' 
. Madam de Pompadour, miftrefs to the king of 
France, had governed that monarch and his kingdom 
for 15 years, with the moft abfolute fway. A quar­
rel between her and the marlhalefs d' Eftrees was the 
occafion of recalling the marfhal, indifputablyone of 
the greateft generals in France, from his command 
in Hanover. The duke de Richelieu, who iucceeded 
him, bought his promotion by an immenfe bribe to 
her. This woman fet every thing, in the gift of the 
crown, up to fale ; commiffions in the army and the 
navy, were at her difpofal. Little artifices, and 
petty paffions could never make great minifters. 
Yet, fhe afpired ftill higher, and affumed all the au­
thority of a defpotic miftrefs, that gave what motion 
The pleafed to the ftate machine.. Mean fpirited 
councils naturally enough coming from her, and not 
the lefs followed for their being fo; minifters dit:· 
graced, generals recalled, and appointed at her im­
perious nod, and all of thefe for the worft, fignalized 
her power and her want of judgment. In the mean 
time, this fubverfion of all order and dignity threw 
a general languor into the adminiftration of affairs. 
The fubjects of the greateft rank, merit, and abili­
ties, were either driven into corners, or' voluntarily 
fhrank from the indignity of places, that could only 
be held on the fcandalous terms of paying court to 
a woman, conftantly jealous of not having enough 
of that refpeCt: fhewn her, to which fbe muft have 
been confciou~ of having fo little title, and but the 
more intent on hiding that meannefs of her's, by an 
infolence fo much fitter to prove and expofe it. The 
confequence of this muft be, the filling the places, 
thus vacant, with petty characters ~ whore greateft 
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merit could only be the having none, as tio merit 
could there exift, but what muft be incompatible 
with a fubmiffion to her, or with fubminifterinO' to 
the will and meafures of a woman, that vifibly f~cri­
ficed to her own private paffions, the king who W~ 
governed, and the kingdom that was diihonoured by 
her *. Under f uch an adminiftration, could it be 
wondered at, that France made fo pitiful a figure in 
the war {he carried on. But the neceffity of the 
times called loudly for a change of minifters and 
meafures, and indeed the court found themfelves 
obliged to make fome alterations in their conduct. 
The duke de Bellifie, whofe abilities and condutl: 
had gained him fo great a character, was placed at 
the head of the military department t; in which h« 

endea-

• The hill:. de Pompadollr, Vol. II. p. t 3 I • 

t On the duke's taking his place in council, as fectetary of war, 
he made the following fenfible and animated lpeech; which as it 
fets the bad Il:ate of the french army in a very clear light, I ihall 
infert it here: 

." I know, faid he, the flate of our armies. It gives me great 
grief, and no lefs indignation: for befides the real evil of the dif.: 
order in itfdf, the difgrace and infamy which it reflects on our go. 
vernment, and on the whole nation, is frill more to be apprehended. 
The choice of officers ought to be made with mature deliberation, 
I know hut too well, to what length the want of difcipline, pil. 
laging, and robbing have been carried on, by the officers and com. 
mon men, after the example fet them by their generals. It morti. 
fies me to think I am a frenchman; my principles are known td 
be very different from thofe which are now followed. I had the 
fatisfaClion to retain the efreem, the friendlhip, and the confidera" 
tion of all.the princes, noblemen, and even of all the common 
people, in all parts of Germany, where I commanded the king's 
forces. They lived there in the midll: of abundance; everyone 
was pleafed; it fills my foul with anguilh, to find, that at prefentj 
the french are held in execration; that every body is difpirited, and 
that many officers publicly fay things that are criminal, and highly 
puniillable. The evil is fo great, that it demands immediate redrefs. 
I can eafily judge by what pa1Tes in my own breafr, of what our 
generals feel from the fpeeEhes they mull: daily hear in Germany, 
concerning our conduct; which indeed wo~ld 10le much to be 
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endeavoured to make a thorough reformation. The 
involving the french nation in a german war, was a 
meafure againft which this minifter had before given 
his advice: but as it had been embraced, and his 
country was engaged too far to recede, he refolved 
to put the army in Germany gn a good footing, and 
to profecute the war with vigour. 

Indeed the ftate of France, at this time, was truly 
deplorable; the great effort which it was refolved to 
make in Germany, drew off the attention of the mi­
niftry from their marine, and confequently from the 
due protection of their trade. The royal navy ran 
to ruin, and the trade of France, the finews of their 
power, was cut off by the englifh fhipping; in this 
condition, it was impoffible to fuppon the war vi­
goroufiy in America, and the Eaft-Indies ; nay, it 
was afterwards found, that even the very coait of 
France was far from being impenetrable. 

(:ompared with that of our aIlies. I mull: particularly complain of 
the delays and irregularity of the pofts; a fervice which is very 
ill provided for. I am likewife 4ilifpleafed at the negligence of OUf 

generals, in returning anfwers; which is a manifeft breach of theif 
duty. Had I commanded the army, a thoufand things which are 
done, would not have been done, and others which are negleCted, 
would have been executed. I would have mlolltiplied my commu­
nications ; I would have ll:rong pofts on the right, on the left, 
and in the center, lined with troops. I would have had ma­
gazines in every place. The quiet and fatisfaCtion of the coun~ 
try fhould have beea equal to theif prefent difaffeClion, at be. 
ing harraffed and plundered; and we /bould have been as much 
beloved, as we are at prefent abhorred. The confequenccs 
are too apparent to need being mentioned. I muft infift on thefe 
things, becaufe late redrefs is better than the continuation of the 
eviL" 

This fpeech is a fenfible and juft one. But how can we- recon­
cile the expreffions of humanity and tendernefs for the conquered~ 
and other countries in Germany, which it contains, with thofe we 
meet with in the marfhal duke's letters, found among the papers 
of mal'/bal Contades, at the battle of Minden I-It is in his letters 
we are to look for his real fentiments, not in his fpeeches. 

The 
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~he :niniftry. in En~land refolved to ftrengihen 

theIr alliance wuh PrufiIa, by another treaty with his 
pruffian majefty. Finding that the good agreement 
between the courts of Verfailles and Vienna was eve­
ry day growing more firm, they wifely regarded the 
fafety of that monarch, as neceifary to preferve the 
ballance of power in Europe. Purfuant to this plan:, 
a fecond convention was ilgned the I I th of april, be­
tween the kings of Great Britain and Pruffia, by 
which it was agreed, that the king of Gn~at Britain 
fuould pay, on demand, to his pr~ffian tnajefty 
4,000000 german crowns, (670,0001. fterling:) 
which fum, that monarch engaged to employ in aug­
menting his forces, that were to aCt for the good of 
the common caufe. The two kings alfo agreed, not 
to conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, 
&c. with the powers at war, but in concert, and in 
mutual agreement, wherein, both fhould be by name 
comprehended. On the 20th, the commons voted 
that fum for his majefty's fervice. 

I left prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick with the ha­
noverian army under his command, juft retired into 
winter quarters, without meeting with any interrup­
tion from the french, having gained feveral advan­
tages over them. Count Clermont now commanded 
the french army, the third commander in chief ic 
had obeyed within a year *. Prince Ferdinand di­
vided his troops into two bodies, the principal one' 
under himfelf, marched on the right, to the country 
of Bremen, whilft a fecond body, under general Za­
ftrow, kept on towards Gifforn. The prince made 

* It was faid, that foon after his arrival at Hanover, he wrote 
to his mailer, that he had found his majefiy's army divided into 
three bodies, one above ground, the other under ground, and the 
third in the hofpitaIs. Therefore he defired his majeily's inilrutl:ions, 
whether he Ihould endeavour to bring the firft away, or If he Jhould 
fray till it had joined the other two. 
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'himfelf mafter of Rottenburg, Otterlberg, Verden, 
and Bremen, by the middle of february, with little 
or no oppofition ; during his ftay at the latter place. 
being informed, that the french general, the count de 
Chabot, with a ftrong detachment, was pofted at 
HQya, upon the Wefer, a poft of fuch importance, 
that the prince refolved to diOodge him. He pitched 
upon the hereditary prince of Brunfwick, his nephew. 
to execute that fervice, with four battalions, and fame 
light horfe. The young prince, not 20 years of age, 
full of ardour to diftingui!h himfelf, took the com­
mand of thofe troops, and in executing his uncle's 
orders, difplayed fa much conduB: and bravery, as 
would have done honour to the maturity of the 
moft experienced general. 

Before he came to Hoya, there was a deep and 
broad river to pafs, without any means of crolling it, 
but a fmall float of timber, and two or three fmall 
boats, which carried about eight men each. One 
battalion of foot, and a fquadran of dragoons ,,{ere 
deftined to ~nake a feint attack on the left fide of 
the Wefer: the three other battalions were to pals the 
river, and enter the back part of the town. The 
palling the river on a fingle float took up fa much 
time, that a long while was fpent in getting lefs than 
half the corps over; by the time the firft half was 
over, a high wind aro[e, which rendered .the float 
unferviceable, and feparated the prince from the greater 
part of his men, when the enemy he was going to 
attack, were more numerous than his whole party 
were they joined. In this dilemma, (out of which 
nothing but the fpirit and genius of the prince could 
have extricated him) he took a refolution worthy 
of Crefar himfelf; he refolved not to fpend any more 
time, in endeavours to get over more men, but to 
march brifkly on againft the enemy, in fa bold a 
manner as to poffefs them with an opinion of his 
ftrength, and attack them before they could unde· 
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graviate of Hefi'e, which they evacuated the 2 dt 
During their whole march they were clofely purfued 
by the pruffian hufi'ars, and the hanoverian hunters, 
who killed and made prifoners numbers of their men. 
At laft this once formidale army paired the Rhine, only 
1eaving on the other fide of it a ftrong garrifon in 
Wefe) , where the prince of Clermont fixed his head 
quarters. 

A conftant train of fuccels at this time attended 
the hanoverian arms; and every where throughout 
the whole circle of Weftphalia, the french met with 
the levereft rebuffs. Embden was in the middle of 
march recovered by commodore Holmes, with a. 
fmall lquadron of men of war. The french garrifon 
of 4000 men, as foon as they difcovered the com­
modore's fieet, evacuated the place. As foon as Mr. 
Holmes perceived their defign, he fent his armed 
boats to purfue them, they took too or three of the 
enemy's veirels; and in one of them was found the 
fon of an officer of diftinCtion, and a large fum of 
money. Mr. Holmes immediately reftored the youth 
to his father, and offered to return the money, upon 
receiving the officer's word of honour, that it was 
his private property; a conduct which does honour 
to the commodore. But we muft leave the opera­
tions of the armies on the Rhine, for the prefent, and 
take a view of the meafures which his pruffian maje­
fiy took to diftre[s his enemies the auftrians. 

That monarch opened the campaign with the fiege 
of Schweidnitz, which had been blocked up all the 
winter; and after 13 days fiege, it furrendered the 
16th of april, with its garrifon, (which at the begin­
ing of the blockade was 7000 men, but reduced by 
ficknefs, &c. to 3000) prifoners of war. By the 
taking of this important poft, the king of Pruffia. 
cleared all Silefia of the auftrians. His majefty 
himfelf, in the mean time, marched with a part of 
his -army towards Gruffan and Friedland, and fent a 
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detachment as far as Trantenau, in Bohemia, where 
was an aullrian garrifon, which after a warm refift­
ance, was obliged to abandon the place, and fall 
back to their grand army at Konigfgratz, where it 
had been pofted fince the arrival of marihal Daun, 
who fet out from Vienna the 9th of march. By this 
the pruffians opened themfelves a way into Bohemia, 
where they immediately poured in detachments of 
light troops, to raife contributions, and to harrafs the 
out-pofts of the enemy. At the fame time, general 
Fouquet, at the head of another detachment, marched 
againft the auftrian general J ahnus, who was pofted 
in the county of Glatz, and obliged him to abandon 
the pofts he had occupied in that county. 

Befides the grand army in Silefia, his majefty formed 
another under his brother prince Henry, of above 
30,000 men, in Saxony, to oppofe the army of the 
empire, which by means of the immenfe diligence 
that wa~ ufed in collecting the troops, and by join­
ing a body of auftrians, was again in a condition to 
act. Count Dohna commanded another on the fide 
of Pomerania; and a confiderable body was pofted 
between Wolal! and Glogall, to cover Silefia from any 
inroads which the ruffians might make into it. All 
thefe armies were pofted in fuch a mafterly manner, 
;is to keep open a communication with one another; 
and were admirably fituated for their deftined pur­
pofes. 
. But the king of Pruffia's defign was very different 
from what the auftrians imagined; he had placed his 
army in fuch a pofition, that his enemies thought he 
would open the campaign, by marching into Bohe­
mia. That mon;Hch's feint took; whilft the auftri­
ans were preparing to oppofe his march, he fuddenly 
made a rapid march towards Moravia, which country 
he entered the 3d of may. He had fome time be­
fore collected his army, amounting to about 50,000 

men, near Neifs in Silefia, and marched in three days 
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to Troppau; he divided it into two columns ; marfhal 
Keith at the head of the firfr column, fet out the 25 th 
of a:-·ril, and took the road to J agerndorf; and the 
king himfelf with the fecond, on the 27th. Thefe 
tW8 bodies entered the plain of Olmutz, one by 
Sternberg, and the other by Gibau. General de la 
Vill~, who commanded a body of auftrian troops in 
Moravia, retired on the approach of the pruffians, 
who advanced by fwift and rapid marches; de Ville 
threvi' part of his corps into Olmutz. The king had 
left general Fouquet in the county of Glatz, to watch 
the motions of marihal Daun; but finding that the 
aufhians were beginning their march for Moravia, 
this general went to ~ eifs, and took under his convoy 
the artillery and frores that were requifite for befieg­
ing Olmutz, and arrived at Gibau on the 12th of 
may: the king advanced that day as far as Ollfchau, 
and drove away a body of auftrians, who retired from 
thence to Profrnitz, near which place the prince of 
Vll1,temburg fixed his camp of four regiments of 
dragoons, one of huifars, and fame battalions of fu­
zileers. The king opened the trenches againft 01-, 
mutz, the '27th. 

In the mean time, marfhal Daun left his camp at 
Konigfgratz, and advanced by Skalitz, near N achocl 
in Bohemia, to Leutomyffel, where he encamped; 
but quitted it the 2 3d,entering Moravia by Billa, 
and marched to Gewicz :. general Harfch commanded 
his vanguard, and pitched his camp at Allerheiligen 
oppofite to Littau; and 5 or 6000 more of them ad­
vanced to Proitnitz. This fituation of the auftrian 
army did honour to mar1bal Daun. The country 
from Gewicz to Littau, in which he took his pafts, 
was fo mountainous, that it was impoffible to attack 
him. He had the fertile country of Bohemia, from 
which h,e eafilyand readily drew fupplies, in his back. 
He wa~ alfo from this pofition enabled to harrafs the 
pruman army before Olmutz, and to intercept the 
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convoys which were brought to them from Silefia. 
His pruffian majefl:y found a great difficulty in the 
fiege, from the extent of the works round the city; 
for this obliged him to have his pofts in many places 
very weak. Marfhal Daun made the moft of this 
advantage. In the night of the 8th of june, he at­
tacked one of the pruffian pofts, penetrated through 
the camp, and threw fuccours into the city, whofe 
garrifon at the beginning of the fiege confifted of 
6000 men, under general MarfhaI. This advantage 
encouraged the auftrians, fo that fcaree a night paffed 
without fome fuch attacks. Another circumftance 
which retarded the king's operations very much, was 
the want of forage; the aufhians had deihoyed all 
there .was in the king's rout to Olmutz, fo that his 
horfe was obliged to forage at a confiderable diftance ~ 
which harraffed them extremely. The king of Pru[­
fia endeavoured by every art in his power to provoke 
Daun to a battle; but that able general knew too 
well the advantage of the game he was playing, to 
throw it out of his hands. 

The marihal being informed that a gre~t pruffian 
convoy was to leave Troppau the 25th of june, re­
folved by attacking it to endeavour to force the pru[­
fians to raife the fiege. The forces who e[corted this 
convoy, confifted of eight battalions, and near 4000. 

recovered fide Daun detached general J ahnus, who 
was at Muglitz, towards Bahrn, and ordered a de­
tachment to march from Prerau to Stadt- Liebe, that 
the convoy might be attacked on two fides; and in 
order to deceive the pruffian army, he drew near to 
them, very near Predlitz. But the king was too ex­
perienced a general to be deceived; he rent out gene­
ral Zeithen with a ftrong corps to meet it. The 
convoy was attached on the 28th, before that gene­
ral could come up with it; but the enemy were re­
pul[ed, and routed. Marillal Daun having reinforced 
his detachments, the convoy was again atracked, on 
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the 29th, between Bantfch and Dornftaclt. Part of' 
it had fcarce paft the defiles of Dornftadt, when 
the auftrians fell upon it with their whole force. 
The bead of the convoy was cut off from the rell:: 
and though general Zeithen did on this occafion, 
all that could be expeCted from the mof\: experienced 
officer, yet he was obliged to abandon his waggons, 
and retire to Troppau. Only the head of the convoy 
arrived in the pruilian camp, the reft was taken by the 
enemy. This was a fatal Choke; for had it arrived 
fafe, the place would nOt have held out above a fort­
night longer. 

The king of Pruffia direCtly found himfeIf under 
fle necemty of raifing the liege: and this necemty 
was augmented, by the news which he every day re­
ceived, of the near approach of the ruffian army to 
his dominions. Marihal Daun had made an excellent 
movement, whereby he advanced hirnfelf to Pofnitz, 
in fuch an advantageous fituation, that he was able to 
fupport Olmutz in the moft eff'eaual manner. But 
by this movement, he left the frontiers of Bohemia 
uncovered. The king of Pruffia in an infrant faw 
this advantage, and refolved to make his retreat into 
Bohemia: had he fallen back into Silelia, he wifely 
forefaw, that he fhould draw the whole auftrian army 
into his own dominions. To deceive marlhal Daun, 
he kept up an exceeding brifk fire the day before the 
liege was raifed : but in the night of july I, the 
king and his whole army took the road to Bohemia, 
and gained an entire march upon the enemy, fa that 
for all the utmofl: efforts which they made to overtake 
him, be entered Bohemia without any lofs. Marfhal 
Kt:idl marched by Littau to Muglitz and Tribau; the 
Jong's column marched by Konitz. The vanguard, 
unoer the prince of Anhalt DdTau, feized at Leuto­
miffd, a conflderable magazine. Marfhal Daun de­
tached a large body of troops, under the generals 
Buccow, and Laudohn, to harral's the kino-'s march; o 
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but they did not incommqde him in the leaft. The 
pruffian army proceeded by Zwittau to Leutomiirel, 
where it halted a day, and from thence to Hohemauth. 
Marihal Keith difperfed a body of auftrians at Holliz, 
while the king marched by Leutomiirel, and arrived 
the I Ith at Konigfgratz, where general Buccow was 
with 7000 men, who were pofted behind the Elbe~ 
and in the intrenchments they had thrown up all round 
the city; but he retired in a few days with his little 
army towards Clumetz ; upon which his pruffian maje­
fiy immediately took poireffion of that important poft, 
and laid all the neighbouring country under contribu­
tion: but as provifions grew very [carce, and his pre­
fence was wanted more and more in his own domini­
ons, he rent lieut. general Fouquet with 16 battalions 
and 15 fquadrons, to occupy the poft of N achod : 
the king himfelf marched to Oppotfchna; and mar­
ilial Daun's army was encamped the 22d of july, on 
the hills of Libifchaw. As the king had refolved to 
retire into Silefia, he left the camp of Konigfgratz~ 
the 25th, and having paired the Mettall the 28th, en­
camped at Jaffin:l; from whence he difpatched gene­
fal Retzow, towards the hills of Studnitz, from 
whence he drove the auftrian general J ahnus. His 
pruffian majefty directed his courfe through the county 
of Glatz, and towards the northern part of Silefia; 
he arrived the firft of auguft at Skalitz, and after a 
rapid march of 2 f days, by Wifoca, Politz, and 
Landihut, encamped the 22d at Frankfort on the 
Oder; where we muft leave him for the prefent, to 
take a view of the military operations between Great 
Britain and France. 
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C HAP. XV. 

Expedition to the coaft of France, under the duke of Marl. 
borough. Stores and }hipping at St. Maloe's burnt~ 
Campaign of 1758 in America. General Abercrombie 
filcceeds lord Loudon aJ commander in chief. Defeat at 
c.ticonderoga. Lord Howe jlain. Expedition ag'ainfl 
Cape Breton. LouiJburg capitulates. Remarks on it~ 
impartance. Fort Frontenac taken. Fort du ~uefne 
abandoned. Rejletlions on the fucceJs of the campaign 
in America. Second expedition to the coaft of France, 
tmder general Bligh. Cherburg taken, and its fortifica­
cions, &c. demoli,fhed. Cjohird expedition. '1roops lalld 
at St. Lunar bay. Action at St. Cas. Re-cmbark •. 
Rejletlions. 

T HE miniftry in England were divided in their 
opinions, as to the manner in which it was· 

heft to profecute the war againfr France. Some 
were for making the great pufh in Germany, and 
improving to the utmoft thofe advantages which 
prince Ferdinand had already gained. Others were 
alfo for fending fome englifh troops thither; but not 
for making it the principal theatre of our military 
operations, they thought that ollr great navy might 
be employed to advantage, in convoyil~g an army 
over to the coaft of France, and affifring it in the 
attempts it fhould make. The latter opinion pre., 
vailed, and in confequence of it, a fhong fqua­
dron of fhips being prepared at Spithead, with a futE­
cient number of tranfports, orders were iffued for 
afiembling a body of troops on the iOe of Wight; 
and in the beginning of may,' all the corps :hat 
compofed this body were in motion. A battering 
train of artillery, and all the ordnance proper for 
fuch an armament, had already been embarked at 
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the tower, and conveyed to Portfmouth in 9 tranfports. 
On the 16th, the army, confifting of fixteen batta- . 
lions, and three companies of artillery, was formed 
on the ine of Wight; but nine troops of light horfe 
defigned for this ENTERPRIZE, were left on the 
Portfmouth fide, for the convenience of eafier em­
barkation, The duke of Marlborough was com­
mander in chief; lord George Sackville was fecond 
in command, and under theie was another lieutenant 
general, befides five mcUor generals *. Lord Anfon 
and fir Edward Hawke commanded the grand fleet; 
and commodore Howe a fmaller, 'who was entrufted 
with every thing that related to landing the troops in 
the enemy's dominions :- for this purpofe, a confider­
able number· of flat-bottomed boats, of a new in­
vention were provided, and nothing was wanting 
that could be deemed neceffary to forward the exe­
cution of the enterprife. Lord Downe, fir James 
Lowther, fir John Armitage, Mr. Berkeley, and Mr. 
Delaval, perfons of diftinction, rank and fortune, 
engaged as volunteers in the fervice. And the 
whole nation formed the moft ardent hopes of fuc­
cefs in it. 

The fleets t fet fail the firft of june; that under 
lord Anfon feparated from the reft, and bore off to-

* Lieutenant general, Earl of Ancram. 
Major general Waldegrave, 
Major general Moftyn, 
Major general Drury, 
Major general Bofcawen, 
Major general Elliot, 
Brigadier Elliot, commanding the light horfe, 
Lieut. Col. Hotham, adjutant general. 
Capt. Watfon, quarter mafter general, with rank of lieut. coL 

t Lord AnCon's confifted of one /hip of 1 10 guns, four of 90, 

two of 80, three of 64, two of 60, one of 50, three of 36, and 
two of 20. 

Commodore Howe~s of one of 70, three of 50, four of 36, 
three of 20, nine of 16, one of 14, and ten cutters of 10. One 
hundred tranfports, 20 tenders, and ten ftorefhips. 
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wards the bay of Bifcay, with defign to fpread the 
alarm down the whole coaft of France; and to watch 
the motions of the fquadron in Breft harbour. The 
fleet under commodore Howe, with the tranfports, 
having on board the troops, amounting, as I faid be­
fore, to fix teen battalions, and nine troops of light 
horfe, was deftined for the bay of Can calle, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Maloe's, where they landed on 
the 5th, and directly feized the pofts and villages, 
and the next day marked out a piece of ground for 
a camp, in order to fecure their retreat. The com­
mon foldiers and feamen plundered every thing that 
came in their way, and even murdered many of the 
old inhabitants in the villages, to the reproach of 
difcipline, and difgrace of humanity. The difem­
barkation being finifhed; on the 7th, the duke of 
Marlborough, a'nd lord George Sack ville, with the 
fir£t column of the army, began their march towards 
St. Maloe's: lord Ancram with the fecond column, 
advanced towards the fame place, by the village ot 
Doll. The next day and night a detachment of the 
army burnt above 100 fail of fhipping, many of 
them privateers, from 2,0 tq 3,0 guns" together with 
a great number of magazines, filled wlth naval feores, 
at St. Servan and Solidore, a faux bourg to St. Maloe's, 
with a large and open ha,rbour. The trooJ?s a1fo to.ok 
poifeffion of a fort which the enemy had abandoned., 
During thefe tranfaB:ions, there was a brig:ade left 
in the intrenchment at Cancalle, who continued to 
ftrengthen it, which was very eafily done, for there 
never was a finer fituation for a fmall army to make 
a frand againft any fuperior number. In the mean 
time, the light horfe and out parties fcoured the 
country, and brought in a confiderable number of 
priioners; but the town of St. Maloe's was too frrong 
for them to attempt taking i~. The loth, the troops 
marched back to the landing place at Cancalle, and 
encamped within the intrenchments and redoubts juA: 
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fini!hed; and they were re-embarked the IIth. The 
next day the town of Granville was reconnoitred, by. 
a gentleman who had been' formerly in that place. 
He perceived a camp before it, and received intelli­
gence, that there was a confiderable body of troops 
there under the marihal de Harcourt, commander of 
the french troops in Normandy. The 2Bth, they 
direCted their courfe to Cherbourg~ the bay of which 
is open to the fea~ without affording any fecurity to 
fuipping. Here it was refolved to land, and a difpo­
fition was made accordingly. The generals deter­
l11ined, that the forts ~erqueville, Hommet, and 
Gallet, ihould be attacked in the night, by the firft 
regiment of guards. The men were atl:ually diftri­
buted in the flat bottomed boats, when a very high 
wind arofe, and obliged them to poftpone the attack; 
and the weather continuing to be unfavourable, it 
was judged proper to put to fea immediately; accord~ 
ingly the fleet failed towards the iile of Wight, and 
anchored at St. Helen's the 1ft of july. The duke of 
Marlborough and lord George Sackville fet out for 
London, where the king received them very graci­
Quily, leaving the command of the troops to the earl 
of Ancram. The 5th, orders came to difembark 
the troops, till the tranfports ihould be revitl:ualled. 
They accordingly landed at Cowes, and marched into 
their old intrenchments. 

Such was the refuIt of this expedition to the coaft 
of France. Concerning the [ucce[s of it, we ihould 
obferve, that the defign which the englifh miniftry had 
in making the attempt was, to deftroy the enemy's 
fuipping and naval ftores, to fecure the navigation of 
the englifh channel; and to alarm the king of France 
in fuch a manner, as would oblige him to employ a 
great number of troops for the defence of his own 
coaft ; to hamper him in the proiecution of his defigns 
upon Germany, and to fcreen Great Britain and Ire­
land from the danger of any invafion or infult. It 
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1bould alio be remembered, that the fucters which 
attended the expedition, was oQtained with little or 
no 10fs. But whether we may reafonably pronounce. 
that the good refuIting f~om th~ expedition, p~id 
for the expence we were at In fonTIlng and execmino: 
it, is a point I will not pretend to decide. Indeed th~ 
french king, while an englifh fquadron of !hips, and 
a {hong body of troops were employed in attacking 
the maritime parts of France,could not fend fuch pow­
erful reinforcements to his armies in Germany, as if 
his own dominions were entirely free from fuch infult. 
Befides, this fuccefs convinced all Europe of the reat 
fuperiorityof the englifh naval power, which attacked 
the coafts of France, while other fquadrons blocked 
up their fhips in their own harbours. 

In America it was reafonable to expeB: better fuccefs 
than our arms had hitherto met with, for the force 
which was employed was very formidable. Three 
grand expeditions were undertaken; one againft Lou­
iiliurg, another againft Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, and the third againft fort clu OEefne. Ge­
neral Abercrombie fucceeded lord Loudon in the 
chief command, his lordfhip being recailed in the 
winter; and he refolved to command the expedition 
againft Ticonderoga, himfelf. Having colleCl:ed the 
troops together, he embarked them to the number of 
6000 regulars, and 9000 provincials, with a· good 
train of artillery, in 900 batteaus and 150 whale 
boats on the lake George, the 5th of july; and 
landed at the deftined place the 6th; the aeneral 
formed his troops into four columns, and m~rched· 
againft Ticonderoga. The enemy's advanced guard 
fled on his approach, deferting a logged camp, after 
burning their tents, &c. The country was all a 
wood, through which the englifh army continued 
their march; but found it impaffible with any re­
gularity for fueh a body of men, and the au ides 
were unfkilful, the troops were bewildered, and the 
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columns broke~ falling in upon one another: Lord· 
Howe, at the head of the right center column, be­
ing fomewhat advanced, fell in with a party of french 
regulars, of about 400 'men, who had likewife loft 
themfelves in their retreat, from their advanced guard: 
a fkirmilh enfued, in which the french party were de­
feated, with fome lofs. This advantage coft the eng­
gliili very dear, their 10fs was inconfiderable in num­
bers, but great in confequence. The gaI1ant lord 
Howe was the firft man that fell. This brave young 
nobleman wa~ an honour to his country: his genius, 
courage ·and Judgment difplayed themfe1ves in all his 
aEtions. His regiment was oUe of the beft in Ame­
rica, owing entirely to the care which his lordiliip 
took of their difcipline; and his inftrutting them 
particularly in the nature of the fervice, in that woody 
country. His death fpread tbe greateft grief and con­
fternation ,throughout the whole army, as he was de­
fervedly and univerfally beloved and refpeEted in it. 
Commodore Howe fucceeded him in his title and in 
his virtues *. 

General Abercrombie had taken feveral prifoners, 
who were unanimous in their reports, that the french 
had about 6000 men encamped before their fort at 
Ticonderoga, who were intrenching themfelves, and 

* There is fomething fo noble and pathetic in the following ad­
vertifement, that any apology for infertirg it is needlefs. It ap­
peared in the public papers Coon after lord Howe's death. 

" To the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders and burgeifes of the 
town, and county of the town of Nottingham, 

As lord Howe is now abfent lipon the public fervice, and Iieut. 
colonel Howe is wi~h his regiment at Louifburg, it refts upon me 
to beg the favour of your votes and interefts, that lieut. colonel 
Howe may [up ply the place of his late brother, as your repre[en­
tative in parliament. 

Permit me therefore, to implore the protetlion of everyone of 
you, as 1Ihe mother of him, who,le lifl; has been loft in the [en"ice 
of his coontry. 

Albemarle-ftreet, 
Sept. 14,1758. 

CHARLOTTE HOWE. 
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throwing up a breaft-work; and that they expected a. 
reinforcement of 3000 canadians; befides indians: on 
this intelligence, he thought it moil: advifeabJe to lofe 
no time, but attack them direEl:ly. Accordingly, on 
the 8th, he fent Mr. Clerk the engineer, a-crofs the 
river, oppofite to the fort, in order to reconnoitre the 
enemy's intrenchments; on his return, he reported, 
that an attack was practicable, if made before the in­
trenchments, &c. were finiihed: the gener~l then de­
termined to ftorm it that very day, without waitincY 
for the artillery, which was not yet come up. Th~ 
rangers, light infantry, and the right wing of the 
provincials, were pofted in a line out of cannon iliot 
of the intrenchments, in order that the regular troops 
defrined for the attack of the intrenchments might 
form in their rear. The picquets were to begin the 
attack, fufrained by the grenadiers, and they by the 
battalions: the whole were ordered to march up brifkly, 
ruth upon the enemy's fire, and no~ to give their's till 
they were within the enemy's breail:· work. 

Thefe orders being iifued, the whole army, except 
thofe left at the landing place, for the defence of the 
batteaus, &c.were put into motion, and advanced 
againft the fort, which the french had made as frrong 
as pollible. It is fituated on a tongue of land between 
lake George, and a narrow gut, which communicates 
with the lake Champlain. On three fides, it is fur­
rounded with water; and for a good part of the 
fourth, it has a dangerous morafs in the front; where 
that failed, the french had made a very thong line 
near eight feet high, defended by cannon, and fe­
cured by 4 or 5000 men. They had alfo felled a 
great many trees for about an hundred yards, with 
their branches outward. Such was the poil: which 
the engineer had reported to be fo weak, that it was 
praCticable to attack it without cannon. 

The englifh army advanced boldly towards it; 
When they came up, they not only perceived, how 
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much ftronger the enemy's intrenchments were, than 
they had imagined, but alfo felt it very feverely. 
The troops behaved with the utmoft (pirit and gal. 
lantry; but found themfeives fo entangled amongft: 
the felled trees, and fo uncovered for want of artil­
lery, that they fu ffe red mofr terribl y in their approaches; 
and made fo little impreffion on the intrenchments. 
that the generals, feeing their reiterated and obftinate 
efforts fail of fuccefs, and the troops having been 
upwards of four hours expo[ed to a moft terrible 
fire, thought it neceifary to order a retreat, to fave the 
broken remains of their army. Near 2000 men were 
killed or wounded in this precipitate and bad con­
ducted attack. General Abercrombie ihewed that he 
could retreat as faft as he could advance; for after 
a moft fpeedy flight, the army arrived the 9th at 
their former camp, to the fouthward of lake George, 
which was the evening aftC'r the action. 

In all military expeditions; but particularly thofe 
in fuch a country as north America, the greateft cau­
tion, prudence, and circl1mfpeCtion, are abfolutely 
neceffary in the conducting them. What mllft that 
general feel, who accepts employments without abi­
lities to execute them; who receives the public mo­
ney in his pay, and in return makes a f:lcrifice of the 
death of thoufands of his fellow fubjeCts, by his blun­
ders in the field. 

Bur the moft important enterprize in north America, 
was the attack on LOlliiburg; it had been concerted 
by the miniftry in England very early in the year; 
the fleet was preparing at Ponfmouth fome time, and 
confifted of 2 I !hips of the line, and 20 frigates '*. Ad-

miral 

'" Ships. Guns. Ships. Guns. 
Nam~re 90 Terrible 74 
Royal William 84 Northumberland 70 

Princefs Amelia 80 Vanguard 70 

Dublin 74 Orford 70 

T Burford 
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Admiral Bofcawen was commander in chief by rea, 
having under him, fir Charles Hardy, rear-admiral, 
and Philip Durel, efq. commodore. Major general 
Amherft was commander in chief of the land forces, 
and under him, brigadier generals Whitmore, Law­
rence, and Wolfe. Colonel Baftide, chief engineer, 
col.' Williamfon, commander of the train of artillery. 
Admiral Bofcawen failed from England, with part of 
the above fleet, the 19th of february, and having 
joined the north american forces, at Hallifax in Nova 
Scotia, failed from thence the 28th of may. The 
land forces aboard the fleet (which confifted of 157 
fail) amotfnted to I 4~OOO men. The fleet anchored 
in Gabarus bay, in the ifiand of Cape Breton, the 
ad of june. That evening the general, with briga~ 
diers Lawrence and Wolfe, reconnoitered the fuare 
as near as he could, and made a difpofition for land­
ing in three places. The enemy had made entrench­
ments along the fhore, mounted with cannon, and 
lined with a numerous infantry, where-ever there was 
any likelihood of the englifh attempting to land. It 
was the eighth before they could land their troops, the 
furff on fhore had beel1 [0 great, that no boat could 
pofiibly live. During the intermediate time, the 

Ships. 
Burford 
Somer[et 
Lancafter 
Devonlhire 
Bedford 
Captain 
Prince Frederick 
Pembroke 
Kingfton 
York 
Prince of Orange 
Defiance 
Nottitlgham 
Centurian 
Sutherland 

Guns. 
70 

70 

70 

66 
64 
64 
64 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
54 
50 

Frigates. 
Juno 
Diana 
Boreas 
Faent 
Grammont 
Shannon 
Hind 
Portmahon 
Nightengale 
Kennington 
Squirrel 
Beaver 
Hunter 
Scarborough, Hawke, lEtna, 
Lightning, Tyloc. 
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french had been making their entrenchments as frrong 
as poffible, they had cannonaded 'and threw fueHs, 
though ineffectually, at the fuips. But on the 8th, 
the admiral finding that .the furff was fomewhat 
abated, the troops were affembled in the boats be­
fore break of day, in. three divifions. The Ken­
nington frigate was ilationed on the left, and began 
the fire upon the enemy, followed by the Grammont, 
Diana, and Shannon frigates in the center, and the 
Sutherland and Squirrel upon the right: when this 
fire had continued about a quarter of an hour, the 
boats upon the left, rowed into fuore, under the com­
mand of brigadier general Wolfe. The divifion on 
th'e right, under the command of brigadier general 
Whitmore, rowed towards the White Point; as if 
intending to force a landing there. The center di­
vifion, under brigadier general Lawrence, made at 
the fame time a !hew of landing, at the freih water 
cove, Thefe two laft divifions, which were only in­
tended as feints, drew the enemy's attention to every 
part, and prevented their troops, pofted along the 
coail, from joining thofe on the right, where the 
real landing was to be made. 

The enemy, in the mean time, were not idle; as 
they had for [orne time expected fuch a vifit, they 
were fully prepared to refift it. They had thrown up 
breail-works, at every probable place of landing, for­
tified at proper diftances with cannon; be fides an im­
menfe number of [wivels of an extr:l.Ordinary calibre, 
mounted on very {hong perpendicular frocks of wood 
driven into the ground: they had a1[0 prepared for 
flanking, by erecting redans, mounted with cannon, 
in the moft advantageous firuations. Nothing of 
the kInd was ever [een perhaps mote complete, con­
fidering the number of men employed on them, than 
thefe fortifications. Befides, all the approaches to 
the front lines were rendered extremely difficult, by 
the trees they had laid very thick upon the !hare, 
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round all the cove, with their branches lying towards 
the rea, for the difl:ance of 20 or 30 yards. Nor 
could this firatagem be fufpected at any great diftance, 
as, the place had the appearance of one continued 
green of little fcattered branches of fir: and but 
very few of the guns on their lines were to be di­
ftinguifhed out of the reach of their metal; the reft 
were artificially concealed from view, with fpruce 
branches. 

The french acted very wifely, did not throwaway 
a iliat, till the boats were near in iliore, and then un­
mafl.::ing the latent de!huction, by the n-moval of the 
fpruce branches, they directed the whole fire of their 
cannon and muiketry upon them. The furff was fo 
great, that a place could hardly be found to get a 
boat on iliore. But notwithftanding the fire of the 
enemy, and the violence of the furff, brigadier Wolfe 
purfued his point, and landed juft at their left of th~ 
cove, took Foft, attacked the enemy, and forced 
them to retreat. Many boats ovedet, feveral broke 
to pieces, ar:d all the men jumped into the water 
to get on fuore, among the £lrft of whom was gene. 
ral W oIfe. As fcon as the left divifion "vas debarked, 
the center rowed to the left, and landed. After that 
brigadier Whitmore with the diviIlon of the right 
wing, gained the {1lOfe amidft a continual difcharge 
of ihot and ihells from the enemy's lines. And laft 
of all landed the commander in chief, major general 
Amherit, in the rear, full of the higheft fJtisfaction, 
from feeing the refulmion, bravery, and fuccefs of 
the troops, in furmo8nting difEculties and defpifing 
dangers. A noble fpecimen of the fpirit he had to 
depend on in the rem8ining part of the enterprize. 

The moment the troops were landed, they attacked 
a {hong battery near them in flank, with fo much 
vigor, as foon forced the enemy to abandon it. And 
they fled on all fides; they were purfued ~jll they got 
within canmm ibot of tbe town. In a few days after 
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the landing was effeCled, the garri[on took the [ea-

,fonable precaution of feHing fire to the barrac ks, and 
deftroying in one general conflagration all their out­
buildings ; and left nothing ftanding within two miles 
of the town walls. 

General Amherft having traced out a camp, rent 
brigadier Wolfe with a ftrong detachment, rou;-:J the 
north -eaft harbour, to a point of land; fi '7e or fix 
fhips of the line, and as many frigates, which were 
in the harbour, could bring all their guns to bear 
upon the approaches of the engli!h, beGoes a battery 
on the ifland in the harbour, which did the fame: to 
filence thefe, general Wolfe was l~etached. to the light 
bOLlfe point; where, on the 12th, he too~~ poffifijon 
of all the enemy's pofts, alld by his fire, he filenced 
the enerny's ifland battery on the 25th; but the [hips 
ftill continued to bear upon him. 

Ie was with infinite difficulty and labour, thJt a road 
was made from a proper landing place, for the bring­
ing up the artillery to the camp, when landed. The 
ruggednefs of the ground was fuch, that it was near 
a month before it was finifl)ed. The 2 Iil of july~ 
one of the !hips that had continued firing on general 
Wolfe's batteries, took fire, and blew up, and the 
flames communicating to the fails of two oth~rs, they 
were alfo burnt to the water's edge. This was a fad ac­
cident to the enemy, as it was not to be rfp2ired. The 
fiege, dming the. firft part, went on very il)wly ; 
but by the middle of july, the grear abiLties of the 
generais Amhedl: and \AT olfe, had got the better of 
innumerable difficulties, and by a well concerted and 
continual fire, great part of the town was reduced to 
allies The admiral was alfo extremely attentive to 
employ his fhips to the beil advantage, and gave all 
the affiftance in his power on every occafi')l1, to the 
land forces: he had the 24th of july acquainted the 
general, that he intended fending 600 failors in boats, 
Into the harbour, to deftroy, or bring away two french 
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men of war, that yet remained. The 25th, he ac. 
cordingly rent them in, under the command of the 
captains Laforey and Balfo~r; they put off about 12 

o'clock at night, and by the advantage of the foggy 
darknefs, and the inviolable filence of the people, 
paddled into the harbour of Louifburg unperceived. 
It had been before concerted, that there lhould be a 
prodigious brifk fire kept up from the trenches all 
night, to draw the enemy's attention from the har­
beur, which had a good effect. In their feeming fe­
Cluity, after the boats had pufbed almoft as far as the 
grand battery, left the iliips ihould be too much 
alarmed by their oars, they took a fweep from thence 
towards that part of the harbour, where they knew 
the ibips were, and prefently difcovered them. Each 
divifion of the boats was no fooner within fight 
of the two .!hips, captain Laforey's of Ie Prudent, 
and captain Balfour's of Ie Bienfaifant, than the 
centine1s hailed them in. vain, and began to fire 
on them; and the two captains ordered theif boats 
to give way along fide their refpective iliips, and to 

board them immediately. In iliort, the men gave 
three cheers as they pulled up along the fides, boarded 
them with . the greateft bravery and took them; 
Ie Prudent being on ground, they burnt her, and 
towed off the Bienfaifant in the midft of a moft for­
midable fire from the mortified enemy. One of the 
braveft and beft concerted attempts that ever was 
undertaken; and does equal honour to the admiral 
who planned ir, and the captains and common men, 
who executed it. 

The 26th, the admiral came on iliore, and ac­
quainted general Amherft, that he aefigned fending 
fix of his men of war into the harbour the next day, 
to batter the fortifications on the rea fide. He was 
but juft come on £bore, when Mr. Amherft received 
a letter from the governor, offering to capitulate, 
much on the fame terms as were granted to the gar.:: 
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rifon of Minorca; but, in anfwer to it, admiral Bof­
cawen and general Amherft returned the following 
anfwer: 

" In anfwer to the propo[al I have juft now had 
the honour to receive from yom excellency, bv the 
fieur Loppinot, I have only to tell Y0U, excellency, 
that it hath been determined by hiS excelltncy admI­
ral Bofcawen and me, that his fhips fhall gu ,)' to­
morrow, to make a general arrack upon the t"wn. 
Your e!,cellency knows very well the fltuation of the 
army and fleet; and as his excellency the admiral, as 
well as I, is very deflrous to prevent the erruficn of 
blood, we give your excellency one hour, after re­
ceiving this, to determine, either to capitulate as pri­
foners of war, or to take upon you all the bad con­
fequences of a defe,nce, againft this fleet and army. 

BOSCAWEN, 
JEFF. AMHERST." 

To which letter, the governor returned the follow­
ing refolution : 

" To anfwer your excellencies in as few words 
as pomble, I !ball have th,e honour to repeat to you, 
that my refolution is' ftill the fame; and that I will 
fuffer the con[equences, and fuftain the attack you 
fpeak off. 

Le chevalier de DRUCOUR." 

However, M. de Drucour changed his opinion; 
for as foon as Meffrs. Bofcawen and Amherft's letter 
was received into Louifburg, M. Prevot, commiffary 
general, and intendant ot the colony, brought him 
a petition from the traders and inhabitants; which 
determined him to fend back the officer, who had 
carried his former letter to make his fubmiffion to 
the law of force: and accordingly the articles of ca-
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p~tulation "* were agreed on, whereby the garriron be­
came priloners of war. 

On 

* I. The garrifon of Louiibllrg, fhall be prifoners of war, and 
fllall be carried to England, in the {hips of his britannic majell:y. 

II. All the artillery, ammunition, provitions, as well as the arms 
of any kind what/oever, which are at prefent in the town of Louif. 
burg, the illands of Cape Breton and St. John, with their appur. 
tenances, 1l1all be delivered, without the leaft damage, to fuel! 
commiuaries, as {hall be appointed to receive them, for the ufe of 
his britannic majelly. 

III. The governor fhaJl give his orders, that the troops which 
are in the iiland of St. John, and its appurtenances, fhall go on 
Loard fuch ihips of war, as the admiral ihall fend to receive 
them. 

IV. The gate called Por~e Dauphine, {hall be given up to the 
troops of his britannic majelly, to-morrow at eight o'clock in the 
morning, and the garrifon, including all thole that carried arms, 
drawn up at noon on the Lfplan;:.de, where they frjalliaydown their 
arms, colours, implements, aed ornamenls of war. And the gar­
rifon tbal1 go on board, in order to be carried to England in a con­
venient time. 

V. The fame care fhall be taken of the fick and wounded, that 
are in the hofpitals, as of thofe belonging to his britannic ma­
jefty. 

VI. The merchants and their clerks, that have not carried arms 
!han be fent to France, in fuch manner as the admiral fhall think 
proper. 

Louiiburg, july 26, 1758, 
Le chevalier de DRUCOUll. 

An account of the guns, mortars, fhot, 
Louifburg. 
r 3 6 pounders 

Iron ordnance mounted I :~ 
on ftanding CarriageS) 1 Z 
with beds and coins, 8 

6 
L 4 

I 12! inches Mortars, brafs with • 
d II 

be s, 6f 

S 12f inches 
Mortars, iron with beds. 7. 1 ; 

{hells, ~c. found in 
Number. 

38 

97 
Z3 
19 
10 

28 
6 
6 

, 
6 
4 
I 
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On the Z 7th, three companies of grenadiers, under 
the command of major Farquhar, took poffeffion of" 
the weft- gate; and general Amherft fent in brigadier 
Whitmore, to fee the garrifon lay down their arms. 
and poft the neceffary guards in the town, on the 

Mulkets with accoutrement!, 
Powder, whole barrels, 
Mufket cartridges, 
Ditto balls,-tons, 

Round /hot, p~ 
Grape /hot, { ~! 

IZ 

6 
Cafe /hot 2+ 
Double-headed /hot, J 13 112 

Shells, 
{ 

13 inches, 
10 

8 
6 

Lead pig, { tons, 
Ditto {beet, 
Iron of forts, tons 
Wheelbarrows, 
Shovels, wood 
Ditto, iron 
Pick-axes, 

Iron crows, 

Iron wedges, 
Hand mauls, 
Pin mauls, 
Mafon's trowels, 
Hammers, 
Axes, 

{
large 
{mall 

Number. 
75,000 

600 

80,000 

13 
161 9 
1658 
4000 

233 5 
13 2 

134-
33 0 

53 0 

53 
85 0 

153 
85 0 

38 
13 B 
27 

27 
6 

600 

760 

900 

822 

22 
12 
42 
18 
12 
36 
36 
18 

State of the garrifon. 
Number of officers, 214. Of [oldiers fit for duty, 2374·. Of 

lick and wounded, 443' Of the rea ,officers, 135. Of pnv,ate 
men and marines fit for duty, 1 124. SIck and wounded belongmg 
to the /hips, 1357- Total taken prifoners, 5637. 
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flores, magazines, &c. All the french men of war 
that were in the harbour, were taken or deftroyed. 
The Prudent, 74 guns, was burnt. by the boats of 
the fleet: Entreprennant, 74 guns, blown up and 
burnt; Capricieux, Celebre, of 64 guns each, burnt 
by the Entreprannant; Bienfaifant, 64 guns, taken by 
the boats; Apollo 50, Chevre, Biche, and Fidelle 
frigates, funk by the enemy acrofs the harbol,lr's 
mouth. Diana 36, taken by the Boreas. Eccho 
26, taken by the Juno. 

In this advantageous and glorious manner ended 
one of the moft important enterprizes of the whole 
war; and with fo trifling a lofs on the fide of the 
eng1ifh, as about 400 men. The britifh miniltry 
difplayed their judgment in planning tl~is attempt. 
The genius, conduCt, and bravery of the commanders 
who executed it, was equalled by nothing, but the 
noble emulation and arduous perfeverance, and the 
defperate courage of the troops they commanded; 
in particular, admiral Bofcawen, and the generals 
Amherft and Wolfe, gained immortal honour: the 
former received the thanks of the houfe of commons. 

The conqueft of this valuable iDand was of the 
greatefl advantage to the north american colonies: 
Louifburg, by its fituation, was a conftant tepofitory 
for the french privateers, who came out from thence 
in great numbers, and continually infefled the coafts 
of the englifh fettlemenrs. But its importance to 
Britain in general, is !till clearer; it was the only 
place at which the french could cure, or from whence 
they could catch their cod, the fifh which is taken 
in fuch great abundance in thofe feas. This fifhery 
has many times been computed to bring France in 
upwards of 1,0000001. fierling yearly, be fides 
maintaining near 20,000 feamen in conftant em­
ployment. This article alone fufficiently fpeaks 
its real importance. LO~lifburg was alfo the key 
to their fettlements, on the continent of north 
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America; all the !hips that went from France to Ca­
nada touched here; before they ventured into the ri­
ver St. Laurence; the french foon found how great 
this part of their lofs proved, it being very eafy for 
the poffeffors of Cape Breton and Newfoundland to 
intercept moft of the {hips that go from Europe to 
Canada. 

In the mean time general Abercrombie, to repair 
the misfortune he met with at Ticonderoga, dif­
patched lieutenant colonel Bradflreet, with 3000 

troops .to make an attack upon fort Frontenac; a for­
trefs which the french had built on lake Ontario. 
Mr. Bradftreet, after a difficult, but well conduCted 
march to Of we go, embarked his troops there, and 
landed them within a mile of fort Frontenac, the 
25th of auguH:; the garrifon made little oppofttion, 
furrendering prifoners of war the 27th. It was a 
fquare fort of 100 yards, having 60 cannon, but 
only half of them were mounted, and 16 [mall mor­
tars. Lieutenant colonel Bradfheet found in it 120 

men, befides fome indians, and women and children. 
There was an immenfe quantity of provifions and 
goods, defigned for their troops on the Ohio, and 
their weftern garrifons, which the french valued at 
800,000 livres. The lieutenant colonel alfo took 9 
veffels, from eight to eighteen guns, which were all 
the french had upon the lake, two of them (one rich­
ly laden) were brought to Of we go, and the reft, with 
all the magazines, he burnt and deftroyed; together 
with the fort, artillery, ftores, &c. agreeable to the 
inilructions the lieutenant colonel received from ge­
neral Abercrombie, finifhing his expedition with equal 
honour to himfelf, and advantage to J::tis country. 

But I muft here make a few remarks on the gene­
ral's ordering Mr. Bradftreet to deftroy fort Frontenac. 
That poft is [0 ftrong by nature, that had he ordered 
it to be fortified, a garrifon of 3 or 400 men to be 
left in it, and the veffels to be preferved and kept 
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cruifing on the lake, it has been very juftly thought 
that the french would have fuff'cred much more fe­
verely. It could then .hav~ refifted an~ force they 
could have brought agamil: It; and, by ItS fituation, 
would have cut off the communication between Ca­
nada and all their fetdements on the Ohio and adja­
cent country, which would foon have proved a fatal 
fhoke to the french empire in thofe parts. 

The fuccefs which lieutenant colonel Bradfrreet met 
with at fort Frontenac, was of great affiil:ance to the 
expedition which had been undertaken againft fort du 
~efne, under brigadier general Forbes. That gallant 
officer, with about 6000 men, after having taken the 
greateil: pains to colleCt them at Philadelphia, marched 
from thence, the latter end of june, by Carline, Rayf­
town, and fort Cumberland. It is inconceivable what 
difficulties he met with in this tedious march of fome 
months, through an unknown woody country, Con­
tinually harraffed by the enemy's indians; nothing 
but the moil: prudent circumfpeCtion in the general 
could have conducted the army fate, through fuch an 
almoil: impracticable rout. The l4th of feptember, 
major Grant, with an advanced guard of 800 men, 
came in flght of furt du ~lefne, having marched [0 
forward with an unaccountable defign of taking the 
fort by a coup de main; and the party being very 
badly conduCted, was defeated by the enemy, who 
fa11ied out of the fort, and attacked him, killing a 
great many, and difperflng the reft. However, the 
french found the indians wavered in their obedience, 
in proportion as the englifh army advanced, for ge­
neral Forbes had previouOy engaged them to act a 
neutral part, after thoroughly convincing them in 
feveral ikirmifhes, that all their attempts upon his 
advanced pofts, were vain: this determined the french 
to abandon the fort, which they did: having deftroy­
ed all the works, they fell down the Ohio the 24th of 
november, towards their more northern fettJements, 
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to the number of 4 or 500 men; and the next day 

. general Forbes erected the englifh flag on fort du 
~efne, which he named Pittiliurg. He direCHy fet 
about re-fortifying it, as well as circumftances would 
permit, and left it too ftrong to be attacked by any 
force which the french had in thofe parts. The gene­
ral's health was [0 ext,·emely bad, as would permit 
him only to give the neceffary orders, and lafted juft 
long enough for him to fee the effects of his conduct 
and courage. He died on his return to Philadelphia, 
beloved by his friends and regreted by his enemies. 

In this manner we became mafters of that imoor­
tant fortre[s, which was the occaGon of a deftruB:ive 
war being kindled, and fpread from one end of the 
world to the other. The lors of it was a terrible 
ftroke to the french in north America; the whole 
country bordering on the Ohio, and its branches was 
dil'ectiy reduced to the obedience of the engliili, 
as the indians, as foon as ever the french abandoned 
the fort, came and made their fubmiffion to the ge­
neral. This conqueft, in a manner divided their fet­
tlements of Canada and Louifiana *. On 

• It is not confifl:ent with the !hortners of the plan of this work. 
to give an account of all the brave actions performed at rea by our 
ptivateers and lingle !hips of war; but there is fomething fo ex­
traordinary in what captain Forrefl:, of his majefl:y's !hip Augufl:a, 
of 60 guns, dfected, that it would be unpardonable to omit it; 
that gentlem<\n, with the above lingle !hip, attacked and took the 
following fleet: 
Ships names. 

Le Mars, 
Le Theodore, 
Le Solide 
Le Margarite, 
St. Pierre, 
M:lUrice Ie Grand, 
La Flore, 
La Brilliant, 
La Mannette, 

Total 

Tonnage. 

500 

65 0 

35 0 

35 0 

300 

300 

300 

200 

120 

Guns. 

12 

12 

14 
12 

12 

10 

o 

lIZ 

Men. 
108 
70 

44-
51 
40 

36 
35 
20 
12 

4:.\6 
This 
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On the whole, although general Abercrombie failed 

in his attempt .on Ticonderoga, yet t~is campaign 
in north Amenca was extremely glonous. That 
moft valuable and important fortrefs of Louifburg, 
with the Wands of Cape Breton and St. John conquered; 
fort du Quefne abandoned; and fort Frontenac de­
ftroyed: thefe are events which will adorn the annals 
of Britain to the lateft pofterity. No fuccefi"es were 
ever more highly advantageous to Great Britain, than 
thefe; they were entirely national, and tended to fe­
cum our american fettlements, in the greateft degree, 
thofe natural fources of our naval ftrength and power. 

The french felt the weight of the englifh power in 
every part of the world. It was now directed and 
put in motion by minifters of capacity and genius. 
The coaft of France itfelf had been infulted; and it 
was refolved in the britiTh cabinet to continue thofe 
expeditions. Accordingly, on the Iit of Auguft, 
commodore Howe, with his fleet and tranfports, fet 
fail from St. Hellen's, having on board the little army, 
which had before been under the command of the 
duke of Marlborough, but was commanded now by 
lieut. general Bligh; with his royal highnefs prince 
Edward, who came down from London, to be pre­
fent at this expedition, in quality of midfhipman, 
and whofe prefence diffufed an univerfal joy amongft 
the fleet and army. In a few days they came before 
Cherbourg, the object of the expedition; and perceived 
that the french had entrenched themfelves by a line 
running from Ecceundeville, thatftandsabout two miles 
fro~l Cherbourg, along the coaft for four or five miles; 

This is fo very amazing, that one would think it impoffible for 
tlne lingle ihip, without a friend in view, to take [0 many; but how 
much more furpri[ing is it, when we know that this was performed 
within three leagues of one of their principal harbours, Pitit Guave 
in St. Domingo. This brave captain had before, in the fame fia­
tion with three men of war, attacked eight french ones, and got 
the victory, though not with the fame advantage as is difplayed 
above. 
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with feveral batteries~ at proper diftances. Behind 
thefe intrenchments the french troops appeared) both 
horfe and foot; they did not advance to the open 
beach, as their defences did not reach fo far. The 
bomb-ketches lying in fuore) played upon their in­
trenchments, not only in the ufual way, but alfo 
with ball mortars, which threw a great quantity of 
balls; thefe were well directed, and feemed greatly 
to difconcert the french cavalry. On the adjoining 
fields was a great number of peafants, reaping the 
corn; and, in a meadow directly oppofite to the for­
ces, there was one man employed in making hay 
with great compofure, as if the landing was not worth 
his notice. Prince Edward went on board the Pallas, 
one of the iliips intended for batt~ring the forts; 
afterwards vifited the bomb-ketches, that he might 
fee the manner of working the mortars. 

On the 6th, the landing was effected; the flat-bot· 
tamed boats rowing towards the iliore, with more 
regularity than appeared in the former difembarkation 
in the bay of Cancalle. Commodore Howe had 
placed the ketches and men of w~r fa judicioufly, that 
they covered the landing in fuch an effectual manner, 
that the enemy durft not advance beyond their in­
trenchments. The troops leaped into the water, and 
were foon formed on the beach, with a natural breafr­
work before them. Never did an enemy behave in a 
more daftardly manner; they retired with only firing 
a few iliot, and left the englifh to finiili their land­
ing in the utmoft fecurity. As foon as the greatefr 
part of the troops were landed, it was expected that 
they would have marched to the village of ~erque­
ville; but the general thought proper to remain at 
Ervi11e, near the place where they landed. The 
troops were there encamped at night, in a very irregu­
lar manner, on a fpot of ground, not more in extent 
than 400 paces; fo that had the enemy attacked 
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them in the front and on the left, they would have 
been obliged to fight with infinite difadvantage. This 
ftrange condua was quite contrary to the maxim in 
war, never to occupy any ground, but where you can 
exert your whole force to the beft advantage; and no 
good apology can be made, for hampering an army by 
a confined fituation, in the face of a retiring enemy *. 

The next day after landing, the forces entered 
Cherbourg without oppofition, the town being open 
towards the land, they proceeded to dearoy the forti­
fications, bafon, mole, &c. all which had been built 
with excellent materials, and at a vail: expence. But 
this fervice was not performed in the moft regular 
manner; the difcipline of the troops was much vio­
lated, and the inhabitants of Cherbourg, with reafon 
complained very much of the foldiers marauding; 
they were courteouOy heard, but received no relief. 
D nfortunately the troops had difcovered fame maga­
zines of wine, which occafioned much delay in the 
demolition of the works, by the drunkennefs of the 
foldiers. But in this fcene of dilfolute behaviour, the 
foot guards exhibited a laudable example to the 
reft of the troops, by the ftriB:nefs of their difcipline. 
All the !hips in the harbour were burnt; and the 
town and country round it laid under contribution, 
and hoftages taken for 18,000 1. of it. All the can­
non t were put on board a danifh fhip in the harbour, 
and rent under convoy to England. As foon as thefe 
feveral operations were executed, the troops re·em­
barked the 16th, with great expedition and equal 
rafety. 

Although this expedition to Cherbourg did the 
french fa much damage, and was confequently fa ad-

'" Vide general Elliot's campaign on the coaft of France, p. 77' 
t About 15 0 pieces. Above 6000 cannon {hot wt:re found ID 

Cheroourg, 50,000 lb. of gunpowder, bdides a large quantity.of 
fldls cartriJgo:s, finall {hot, flints, t.:c. &c. &c. . 
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vantageous to us; frill the MAN N ERin which it was 
conducted, reflected no great honour on the nation. 
Difcipline, the very foul of armies, and more efpeci­
ally fmall ones, was very much neglected. Many 
very falfe fteps were committed; ooe I have infranced:' 
another was, the creating a delay for the fake of 
marching towards Cherbourg in one body, when 
there was no enem y to fear. The tedious manner 
in \\'hich the' works were demolifhed, owing to the 
neglett of difcipline, is fo well known, that I need 
not repeat it. The fuccefs which attended the expe­
dition, was much more owing to bad condLltt, and 
cowardly behaviour of our enemies, than to any me­
rit that can be difCovered in the conducting it *. But 
I fhould here, in juftice to the commodore and fea 
officers, obferve, that they gained great honour, by 
their ikill in embarking and dif-embarking the troops. 
After having been two days in the harbour without 
feeing an enemy, the fleet fet fail the 18th, and the 
23d arrived in Weymouth road; being driven there 
by contrary winds. 

• One inllance of mifmanagement I mull be allowed to quote: 
" The general, att.:nded by fome of the commanding officers, go­
ing out to reconnoitre with a detachment of grenadiers, and a 
party of light horre, fame of the french cavalry appeared at a di­
ftance. Captain Lindfey, of the light horre was immediatelyor­
dered to attack them; at the requefl: (as it is faid) of [orne young 
gentlemen, who were defirous of feeing the horfe engage: he ac­
cordingly advanced ~t a bdk pace, without detaching from his 
front and flanks; and falling in with a body of infantry, polled 
behind a hedge, received a revere fire, which obliged the light 
horfe to wheel about, and retire. Captain Lindfey was mortally 
wounded by a mulket iliot, and died, univerfally regretted, as a wor­
thy young man, and one of the moil intelligent, aCtive, and jn~ 
du/l,rious officers in the fervice. What pity fo much merit lhould 
have been unnece1Tarily thrown away, to gratify the ralh imperti­
nent curiofity of thofe, who had nO right to dictate on fu(;h an oc~ 
eafion." Elliot's c;aI\lpaigA, p. 8z. ' 
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It was his majefty's initruB:ions, that this arma~ 

ment, iliould proceed in their attempts on the coaft 
of France; when they fet fail from Cherbaurg, their 
defign was to proceed on the coaft of St. Maloes; 
but the contrary winds detained them fame time: 
on the 25th of auguft they made the french {hore ; 
and two days after anchored in the bay of St. Lu­
nar, about two leagues to the weftward of St. Ma­
Ioes, and there landed without oppofition. As foon 
as that was effeB:ed, a party of grenadiers was de­
tached, who burned 14 or 15 veffels in the harbour 
of St. Briac. The 27th, 28th, and 29th were fpent 
in reconnoitring and deliberating on what could be 
done. In one of thefe excurfions, prince Edward 
advanced fo near St. Maloes, as to expofe his perfon 
to fame iliot from the town. A ball grazing, en 
ricochet, near the place where he frood, a ferjeant 
fprung before him, to defend his royal highnefs with 
his body; the prince was fo pleafed with this un­
common mark of courage and attachment, that, 
he rewarded the man with a handfome gratifica­
tion. 

Nothing could give greater furprife, than the choice 
that was made of St. Lunar bay to land in; by it' 
fitu~.tion, it was very plain that St. Maloes was the 
objet1 of the expedition; and it was very remarkable, 
that now their force was weaker than when under tbe 
duke of Marlborough, they fhould thInk of attack­
ing that town, which before was too ihong for more 
numerous forces; but there was fomething fo ex­
tremely abfurd and unaccountable in the whole ma­
nagement of this affair, that I cannot pretend to form 
any judgment on the defigns of the commander. 

The army was landed but a few days, when an 
attack on St. Maloes was found utterly imprattica­
ble; it was therefore refolved to penetrate further 
into the country; moving however, in fuch a manner 
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as to be near the fleet, in cafe it 1hould be neceffary 
to re-embark. What the troops were to march into 
the country for, was very difficult at that time, or 
even at this, to know; for there was no other object 
of importance enough to be attackecl, in the neigh­
bourhood befides, St. Maloes. The march was begun 
the 8th of feptetnber; and the commodore finding 
the bay of St. Lunar extremely dangerous for the 
fhips to ride in, moved ·up to the bay of St. Cas, about 
three leagues to the wefrward. The loth, the troops 
had reached the village of Malignon, being continu­
ally engaged in fkirmifhing with parties of the ene­
my, and with fame 10fs. For by this time the duke 
d' Aguillon, who commanded the french troops in 
Britanny, with an army of J 2 battalions and fix fqua­
-drons of regulars, and two regiments of militia, with 
a train of artillery, was advanced within fix miles of 
the engli1h army: and, although the enemy was fo 
near, frill the englifh encamped with as much fecu­
fity an.d as little precaution, as if the enemy had been 
at the diftance of 20 leagues; and although the de­
ferters had a!fured the general of their being fa near 
him. • 

Thebay of St. Cas, being diftant about three miles, 
was reconnoitred for re-embarkation. The Coldftream 
regiment of guards had already poffefTed the ground 
to the right of the village of St. Cas, by the wind­
mill. The bay was covered by an intrenchment, 
which the french had made to prevent the engliih 
landing; it was propofed that this fhould be turned 
againft the enemy, and fome progrefs was made in 
that work; but it was interrupted for want of tools. 
In iliort, the bay was found a very improper place 
for embarking troops; and a propofal was made, that 
it fhould be performed from an open fair beach on 
the left, between St. Cas and St. Guildo. This advice 
was moil unfortunately neglected; and the ill confe-
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quences foon appeared. It was determined on the 
loth, in a council of war, that they fhould re-em­
bark with all expedition. 

Early in the morning on the I Ith, to the aftonifu­
ment of every mortal, the GENERAL was beat; th~ 
ASSEMBLY following as ufual; this conduCt aCtually 
feemed as if the greateft pains was taken to inform the 
french of their departure. Had the troops decamped 
in the night without I.oife, they would in all proba­
bility have arrived at the beach before the. french had 
known of their motions. The englifh were imme­
diately in motion; yet, though the diftance did not 
exceed three miles, the halts and interruptions were fo 
frequent that the army did not arrive at St. Cas, be­
fore nine o'clock. The enemy did not appear till 
they had reached the fhare: the embarkation of the 
troops was immediately begun; but by fame miftake 
in orders, they were rowed too far in queft of their 
refpeCtive ihips; fo that an unneceffary fpace of time 
was loft ;' and when they did return, they were moll: 
infamoufly employed in carrying away horfes and 
cows, inftead of men; notwithftanding all the at­
tention and care of the SEA -OF FI C E R s, who behaved 
extremely welJ. The french firft appeared by a wind­
mill to the left; and played on the troops embark­
ing, from a battery of ten guns, and eight mortars. 
They [oon after marched down a hollow way, to at­
tack the englifh ; but as foon as they were on the 
beach, the ihips of the fleet played on them fo fevere­
Iy, as to put them into great confufion; but they 
formed in a long Ene againft the engli!h, as they 
came down from the hollow way. All the grena­
diers of the army, and one half of the firO: regiment 
of guards, remained on ihore, under the command 
of major general Dury; who was advifed to attack 
the enemy with bayonets fixed, before a confiderable 
number of them had arrived on the beach; but .this 
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advice was negleCted, and the opport~nity loft.-. The 
engagement began with an irregular file from right 
to left; and after a fhort, but unequal conteft, the 
ammunition ol tre englifh foldiers, which was far 
from being complete, failed; the men were then feized 
with a pannic, they were foon broke and fled in the 
utmoft confufion. Sir John Armitage was fhot thro' 
the head at the beginning of the action; many of 
the officers fell; and a great number of men were 
1lain. It foon became a dreadful carnage: fome ran 
into the fea, and endeavoured to fave their lives, by 
fwimming towards the boats, which were ordered to 
give them all pomble affiftance. Some officers fwarn 
near two miles before they were taken up; general 
Dury peri1hed in the fea. The men were bl.ltchered 
both on the iliore and in the water, many in fwim­
ming were killed by the iliot and fuclls from the 
french cannon and mortars. Several of the fri­
gates continued, during this time, to fire on the 
french army, and great part of the carnage was owing 
to that; for they being filenced by a fignal from 
the commodore, the french officers and foldiers be­
haved inftantly with the greatert generofity and mo­
deration, in giving immediate quarter and protec­
tion to the conquered; fuch a noble behaviour as the 
englifh had very little rearon to expect, in return for 
their m;tral)ding, pillaging, burning, and other ex­
ce1fes~ We had a thoufand choice troops killed, 
wounded, and taken prifoners, and confideri ng the 
iliot lrom the frigates, which made lanes through 
the enemy, their 1Ms c(,lUld not be much leis. One 
inlhnce of heroic bravery, I muft be allowed to quote. 
Commodore Ior4 Howe, perceiving that the failors 
in the boats were a little ftaggered by the enemy's 
fire, e~hibited a remarkable ioftance of intrepidity, 
lJy ordering himfelf to be rowed in his own boat 
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through the thickeft of the fire, and bringing off as 
many men as it would carry. 

Such was the unfortunate end of this expedition 
to the coaft of France. The lofs was but triflinO'. 
but then it caft a difreputation on our arms; a~d 
difpirited the people, as much as it exulted thofe of 
France. It might have been more fuccefsful; nay, 
we may almoft fay it would have been fo; had the 
army been conducted in a different manner; but ne­
ver was fuch weaknefs difcovered in any military ex­
pedition. What could the general continue his ope­
rations for after the defign upon St. Maloes was laid 
afide? Why did he not re-imbark immediately, and 
proceed to a more proper place for making an at­
tempt? What rearon can be given for negleCting 
every piece of intelligence that was received of the 
enemy's force and motions; for communicating to them 
all thofe midnight motions by beat of dru'm, when 
all pollible care ought to have been taken to prevent 
them from procuring that knowledge? For what 
rearon did the troops loiter away feven hours in a 
march only of three miles! And why were they re­
imbarked at a place where no meafures had been 
taken for their cover or defence..? Thefe queries, I 
believe, will be very difficult to anrwer. In ihort, 
fuch folly and indifcretion appeared throughout this 
expedition, that it is with concern, I am obliged to 
confefs, neither Britain nor her general gained any 
great honour by it. Such military enterprizes, in 
a country intirely unknown; and in the face of a fu­
peri or enemy, will never be attended with either ho­
nour or advantage to t~e nation, unlefs conduCted 
by a commander of approved valour, conduct, and 
e'xperience. In thefe expeditions· every moment is 
critical; and the whole army ought on fuch occaGons 
to go through all their manceuvres with the fame 
alerrnefs and circumfpeClion as if an enemy was in 
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fight. It fbould be remembered, that oftentimes 
every peafant in the country proves a dangerous one; 
and that nothing will ballance all the difadvan~ 
tages, which an invading army lies under; but the 
greateft caution, the ftricteft difcipline, and the ne­
ver omitting to catch the decifive moment, in which 
every movement and action- can only with propriety 
be made. 

U4 CH A P. 
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Campaign on the Rhine. Army under duke Ferdinana. 
palfes that ri-ver. Battle of Crevelt., Battle of San­
derbauJen. Battle of NIeer. General Inhoff joins 
the engli./h forces under the duke of Marlborough. 
Hanoverian ar'my rCJoffes the RUne. Occupies the 
pcfts on the Lippe. Battle of Lanwerenhagen. The 
two armies go into winter quarters. Remarks on the 
campaign. 

T HE war this campaign contained many great 
aEtions, in every part of the wqrld; but par­

ticularly iJ1 Germany. I left duke Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick at the head of the hanoverians driving the 
french army, under the marlhal prince de Clermont, 
before him, which had already paffed the Rhine. 
The duke prepared with all expedition to pars it after 
them: and to the aftonifhment of all Europe he ef­
feCted it in the face of a fuperior army, and without 
lofs. 

The 25th of may, the greateft part of his army 
was encamped at Notteln ; they marched from thence 
to Coefvdd, and the head quarters were fixed at Dul­
men, the 27th. A detachment of [everal battalions 
and fquadrons, under major general Wangenheim, 
affembled the 26th at Dorften, with orders to ad­
vance himrelf to tbe gates of Duffeldorp; and to 
caule a corps under general Scheither to pafs the 
Rhine at DuyfboLlrg. This paffage was executed ifl 
the night, between the 29th and 30th, with [uch [uc­
ce[s, that Scheither having attacked with bayonets, 
three battalions of french w 110 oppofed him, entirely 
deftated them. On the 29th, the grand army marched 
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early in' the morning from Dulmeri towards Dorften, 
and encamped at Limbeke, from whence lieutenant 
general Wutgenau was detached towards Weife!, with 
a body of infantry and cavalry, he advanced by Ra­
efveld and encamped at Ringenburg. In the mean 
time, his ferene highnefs the duke himfelf, went to 
Boecholt; and the advanced guard of the army 
marched on the 30th to Emmerick, being followed 
by the reft of the army, which was encamped at 
Vraffelt; and in the evening of the 31ft, the whole 
army was in motion to pafs the Rhine. The duke's 
defign was to crofs it at Lobit, but an unforefeen ac­
cident prevented him: however, in the night of the 
I ft of june, the paffage was fuccefsfully effected near 
Herven. 

The main army having thus paifed, the prince 
ordered the bridge to be carried up the river to Rees, 
and there laid on the 6th, whilft a corps under ge­
neral Durchtlechen croifed the river in boats; as 
foon as the bridge was finifhed at Rees, the detach-' 
ment under general Wutgenau alfo paifed the river; 
and next day, another under general Sporken croifed. 
On the 7th, the whole army marched from Goch. 
and encamped at Wees. The next day it proceeded 
to Uden, and marched to attack the enemy, who, as 
foon as the duke had patTed the Rhine, retired into 
a very ftrong camp on the eminences at Zanten; and 
on the loth, the two armies were in fight of each. 
other; the next day the prince reconnoitred the 
french camp, and found it acceffible only on the 
left, towards Guilders; by a mafl:erly motion, he 
obliged the prince of Clermont to quit this advanta­
geous camp at Rheinburg, and to retire towards 
Meurs, in the night \ of the 1'2th. The duke then 
gave a new poifeffion to his army, by occupying 
fame height!;, commonly called St. Anthony's moun­
tains, having the town of lYIeurs in his front, 'at two 
leagues diftance, and the right towards the village of 
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St. Jannig1berg; by the 14th of june, this politioo 
was effeCted; and the next day the duke was informed 
that the french army was advancing in four columns 
on his right; on which intelligence', the whole hano­
verian army was immediately drawn up in order of 
battle. His highnefs i went himfelf to reconnoitre, 
anctdiftinCtly faw a large body of french coming over 
the plain of Hulfte, and marching towards Crevelt ; 
but not knowing whether it was the whole army, or 
only a detachment, he halted till towards the even­
ing, when he received certain information, that the 
french army had marched towards Nuys, and that 
the troops which he faw was a detachment fent to 
take poffeffion of the poft of Crevelt. 

His ferene highnefs was furprifed to find that the 
prince of Clermont fhould fend this detachment at fo 
great a diftance from his grand army; he wanted to 
penetrate into the defigns of the french general, whe­
ther the prince would advance towards Crevelt, or 
whether the detachment there would fall back on tht: 
prince of Clermont. His highnefs,that he might 
be perfeCtly acquainted with the defigns of that ge­
neral ; ordered the prince of Hotftein, with three 
battalions and fifteen fquadrons, to march early in 
the morning of the 18th, towards Hulfte; and ge­
neral Wangenheim, with four battalions and four 
fquadrons, to crofs tbe Rhine at Duyiliourg, and 
,advance towards Meurs; he alfo detached the heredi­
tary prince of Brunfwick, with 12 battalions and 12 

fquadrons, the 19th, towards Kempen, whilfl: the 
prince of Holftein advanced towards Bulfte. The 
hereditary prince was alto ordered, that in cafe he 
perceived no change in the difpoGtion of the enemy's 
army or detachment, he ihould march the next day 
direCtly towards Ruremond, and endeavour to poffefs 
himfelf of a magazine there. Duke Ferdinand him-, 
felf then reconnoitered the enemy at Kempen the 
next day; and perceived fome movements in the 

camp 



( 299-) 
camp of M. St. Germain, who commanded the de­
tachmeat at Crevelt, which inclined him to believe, 
that general intended to march againft the prince of 
Holftein at Hulfte ~ and was foon after informed, 
that the whole french army had quitted Nuys, and 
were advanced to Crevelt; this motion of the enemy 
was made in confequence of the duke's detachments; 
and he inftantly took fuch meafures, as the plan he 
had formed required. All the troops he could difpofe 
of were united the 20th in camp, the right of which 
extended towards Kempen, and the left towards 
Hulfte. On the 2 1ft, M. de St. Germain's corps de­
camped, and marched towards Aurad, where it joined 
their grand army. In making this motion, they 
abandoned the town of Crevelt, which the dLlke im­
mediately took poffeffion of. The 22d he reconnoi­
tered the enemy on the fide of St. Anthony, and re­
folved to march the next 9ay to attack them in their 
camp. His ferene highnefs gave the command of 
his left wing, confifting of 18 battalions and 2 S 
fquadrons, to lieutenant general Sporken: The right 
wing, confifting of 24 fquadrons and 16 battalions, 
he entrufted to the prince of Holftein and general 
Wangen heinl, and the infantry was commanded by 
the hereditary prince. 

The french army was ftrongly fituated, their right 
wing extended towards a very thick wood, having in 
its front the village of Ravenfgaet, and the town of 
Crevelt; its left bordered on another thick wood,' 
near the town of Amad, having before the front of 
the whole army a .ihong retrenchment, with a foife; 
behind which was placed their cannon. 

The 2jd, at four in the morning, the hanoverian 
. army began to move; its right advanced in two co­
lumns; one by the village of St. Anthony, and the 
other croffed the wood, and took the rout of Such­
velen. Its left advanced in one column, a little to 
the right of Crevelt. The ·ftrength of the enemy's 
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front, determined the duke to make his attack at 
th"e village of Anrad; but to rife doubts in the ene­
my, he ordered general Sporcken, who commanded 
the left of his line of battle; and general Oberg, 
who commanded the center, (as foon as his highnefs 
himfelf began the attack at Anrad) to attack the front 
of the enemy, and do their utmoft to penetrate it; 
recommending to them to make good ufe of their 
heavy artillery, in order to oblige the french to em­
ploy their attention as much on their right wing and 
center, as on their left, and to engage and divide 
their attention equally in three different places, which 
would prevent them from fending any reinforcement 
to the real attack, for fear of weakening themfdves, 
in fame part or other, where he might make im~ 
preffion. 

Thefe difpofitions being made, his ferene highnefs 
put himfe1f at the head of the gren~diers of the right 
wing; and having arrived at Anrad, drew the whol~ 
wing up in order of battle~ in the plain before that 
villabe. It was one o'clock at noon before the enemy 
began to act. The duke's artiilery being greatly fu" 
perior to that of tbe french, facilitated the means of 
his infantry's forming themfelve£ in greater fecurity ; 
bm this was not effected till after a cannonade, as vio­
lent as it was well fupported, and the enemy's refift­
ance was very brave: but the duke found that he 
mufl: ufe fmall arms, to drive the enemy entirely from 
their intrenchments; wherefore tbe hereditary prince 
put himfelf at the head of the firfl: line, and advanced 
with the whole front directly towards them; the fire 
then became extremely hot on each fiJe, and neither 
difcontinued, or in any degree diminiibed for two 
hours and an half; and about five o'clock in the af­
ternoon, the prince affifred by the generals Kilman­
fegge and Wangenheim, forced two ditches in the 
front of the enemy, that were in a wood; and the 
other regiments of infantry did the fame, all along 
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their front; upon which, that part of the enemy's 
infantry retired in the greateft confullon; but was 
covered by their horfe, although the hanoverian ar­
tillery kept a terrible fire on them all the while. Dur­
ing the whole affair, the artillery of the left and cen­
ter, under generals Sporcken and Oberg, had done 
great execution; but as the diftance they were from 
the duke himfelf, made 'them uncertain what turn 
affairs had taken with him, they never ventured to 
attack the enemy's front oppofite to them; fo that 
the enemy's right wing and center retired in the greateft 
orq.er towards N ueys, which was the rout of the reft 
of their army in the flight. 

Seven thoufand of the beft troops of France were 
either killed, wounded, or taken Drifoners in this 
battle: and to the g/r~at concern both of the french, 
aFld even of their enemies, the count de Gifors, only 
fon of the madhal duke de BelliOe, not above 25 years 
of age, newly married to the heirefs of an illufirioLls 
haufe, himfelf the laft l;(;fe of a mon: noble family, 
was mortally wounded at the head of his regiment, 
which foll~wed his heroic example, in making incre­
dible efforts. This amIable young nobleman, who 
fell in his firft campaign, was one of the beft and 
moft accompli/hed men that did honour to his country 
in the prefent age *. 

One capical miftake in the difpofition of the prince 
de Clermont, and ,},,"hich we have reafon to believe, 
in great parr, occafioned his defeat, was his not pofl­
ing a ftrong corps at the entrance ,into the wood, on 
the left of Anrad. Had the flank of his left been 
as fhong as his whole line of front, duke Ferdinand 
would never have dared to attack him. 

The manceuvres of that commander, preceding 
the battle, were excellent; and his conduct in it, 
fuch as did the greateft' honour to his military capa­
city, and the bravery of his troops: but ftill the 
victory. though great, was far from being either 

entire 
.... ViC!~ appendix. 



( 3°2 ) 
entire or decifive: the french army being near their 
own frontiers, were very foon futongly reinforced; 
fo that they were enabled foon to oppofe the hano­
verian army again, in a defenfive manner; and even 
fent a confiderable reinforcement to their army under 
the prince de Soubife, on the other ilde of the Rhine, 
which was ravaging the landgraviate of Heffe. 

In the mean time, duke Ferd.inand followed his 
blow; and having paffed the Rhine with: a large 
detachment, appeared, on the 28th of June, before 
Duffeldorp, a city of great importance; fitllated on 
that river. The garrifon of 2000 men, marched 
out on honourable terms, the ,8th of July, after 
fuftaining a very fevere bombardment. * The prince 
left a garrifon in it, and threw a bridge of boats over 
the river; which he knew would be of great [ervice 
to him, in cafe of being obliged to repafs it. The 
army of France, with its reinforc~ments, received 
a new commander; the prince of Clermont was re· 
moved, and marfhal Contades appointed commander 
in chief. 

Duke Ferdinand was in hopes that the prince of 
Yfenburg, who commanded the heffian troops againft 
the prince de Soubife, would find him employment 
for fome time. He refolved therefore to transfer 

'. the feat of war, from the Rhine to the Maes, think· 

.. ExtraB: from a letter of the duke de Belleifle's to marlhal Con­
tades, july 15,1758. 

" You tell me, that you cannot bring yourfelf to imagine, that 
a town, fuch as Duifeldorp, fhould furrender without being hefieged. 
We, are fEll more furprifed, that the count Clermont fuffer'ed it, 
l1aving it abfolutely in his power to have prevented it, by making 
nfe of the means which he had at hand; (and it will ibll be the 
more grievous, if, what I am af aid of, we have left our artillery 
and military ftores of an kinds there) the enemy having no troops 
on the right fide of the river, while we had always a free commu­
nication with that city. The confeguellces of the lors, or keeping 
of Duifeldorp, were fo eifential and decifive, tha~ they could not 
efcape the general, or even private men. It was cafy to forefee 
tht: cmbarrafs it would occafion. 
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lng, that by carrying the war into the enemies cQun­
try, he might draw the french from the Rhine, and 
oblige the prince de"Soubife to come to the affiftance 
of the main army, under the marfhal Contades. To 
execute this plan, the duke marched towards Rure­
mond, the latter end of july; but the long and. 
heavy rains, whi<;:h had" fell for fome time paft, re­
tarded his motions extremely; and in the mean time 
an unfortunate piece of news arrived, which obliged 
him to change his plan of operations. 

The duke de Broglio had been fent by marfhal 
Contades, with a ftrong detachment, to reinforce 
the prince of Soubife in He£fe. Prince Yfenburg 
commanded 7000. Heilians againft him. The french, 
amounting to 120.0.0 men, attacked the prince on 
the 23d of july, and after a moft obftinate fight, 
gained a victory. This affair was attended with very 
bad confequences; for it gave the french the pof­
feilion of the Wefer, and opened them a road into 
Weftphalia; where they might attack the reinforce­
ment of englifh troops, under the command of the 
duke of Marlborough, which was marching to join 
prince Ferdinand. In this fituation, the prince had 
no other option, but a victory over the french, or to 
repafs the Rhine. The former was extremely diffi­
cult to attempt, for Contades declined coming to an 
engagement, in the moft careful manner; and it 
was dangerous to remain long in a pofition, where 
he had the french army on one wing, and the fortrefs 
of Guelders on the other, befides feveral pofts, 
within reach of obftruCting the convoys and iub­
fiftence of his army. His highnefs determined to 
march back to the Rhine. 

In the mean time, general Inhoff had been fome 
time pofted on the right of the Rhine, in a ftrong 
camp near Meer ; with a defign to cover the bridge 
at Rees; to fecure a confiderable magazine; and to 
keep open a communication between the engliih re-

inforcemen ts, 
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inforcements, and the duke's army; his corps did 
not amount to quite fix battalions, and four fquadrons, 
too-ether about 3000 men. M. de Chevert, oneof 
th~ greateft generals at that time, in the french army, 
had alia fome time before, pafJed the Rhine, with an 
intention of making himfelf mafter of Duifeldorp ; 
but the heavy rains, and fome other crofs accidents, 
having fruftrated his fcqeme, he inftantly formed 
another, of more irr.portance. It was to drive ge­
neral Inhoff from hIS ftrong poft; to burn the 
bridge at Rees ; to make himfelf mafter of the ma­
gazine; and to cut off the communication of the 
engliih troops from the duke's army. A moil: noble 
and judicious projeCt, and worthy of the general 
who formed it. He colleCted fome ftraggling de­
tachments, and his whole corps amounted to 12000 

men. 
Duke Ferdinand would have reinforced Inhoff, 

had it been praCticable; but his army was to() 

much fatigued, to begin fuch a march, as would 
have been neceffary; and the extraordinary over· 
flowingso of the Rhine, which rendered the bridge 
at Rees impaffable, was an additional difficulty; 
fo that the general had no refource, but in his 
own good conduCt, and the great bravery of his 
troops. On the 4th of auguft, he received in­
telligence that the enemy was to pafs the Lippe, 
and would march to Rees direCtly. As he knew 
they might get thither by turning his camp; he 
refolved to decamp, to cover that place; which 
he accordingly did; but hearing nothing farther of 
the enemy, and believing his former advices falfe~ 
he returned to his old camp at Meer; where he had 
no fooner placed his advanced guards, but they 
found themldves engaged with the enemy, who had 
advanced from Wefel. 

Inhoff's front was covered with coppices and 
ditches; with a rifing ground on his right, from 

- whence 
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whence he perceived that the french were marching 
into that difficult ground; he refolved to attack them 
as foon as they entered it, well knowing the great dif­
ference there is in attacking and being attacked. He 
accordingly placed a regiment upon his right, in a 
coppice, in order to fall upon the left of the enemy 
when quite uncovered; and gave orders to the other 
regiments to march, with drums beating up to the 
enemy, and to attack them with bayonets, as foon as 
they fhould hear the fire of that in the coppice on the 
right. Thefe judicious orders being executed by the 
whole corps, with the utmoft fpirit, had fo great an 
effeCt, that after a refiftance of about half an hour, 
the enemy left the field of battle, eleven pieces of 
cannon, many prifoners, and moft of their ammuni­
tion and baggage, to the hanoverians, w,ho drove 
them under the cannon of Wefel. General Inhoff 
delayed not a moment purfuing this viCtory, fo glo­
riouily won over fo great a fuperi06ty. He direCtly 
took proper care to fecure his magazines, and then 
quitted his poft at Meer, and marched with the ut­
moft diligence, towa!rds the rout of the englifh forces, 
and joined them fafely; an event, which had hitherto 
been attended with fo much difficulty. 

During this interim, prince Ferdinand marched his 
army ftill nearer the Maefe, and encamped between 
R uremond and Schwalm, the latter end of july; the 
enemy continuing in their camp at Dalem. The 
beginning of auguft, he marched towards Dulcken, 
and finding it neceffary to attack the poft of Watch­
tendonck, the hereditary prince prepared to execute 
that piece of fervice. This place is an iiland, fur­
rounded by the Niers, of a very difficult approach, 
although without fortifications. That gallant young 
prince, not being able immediately to get down the 
bridge, the enemy had drawn up, without giving 
them time to recolleCt themfelves; threw himfelf into 
the river, and paired it with [orne companies of gre-
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nadiers, who followed his example, and drove the 
french away with their bayonets; and in th~ evening 
the army paIred the bridges there. On the 4th, it 
marched to Rhynberg, and in two days it reached 
Santen. Prince- Ferdinand intended to have pafted the 
Rhine at Rhynberg, but the prodigious flood in the 
river, occafioned by continual rains, rendered it imprac­
ticable; and the fame reafon made it impoffible to ufe 
the bridge at Rees. It was therefore found neceffary 
to march further down; and in the night between 
the 8th and 9th, a bridge was laid over the river at 
Grietbuyfen. The french forefeeing the duke's de­
Egn, had prepared fame boats, of a particular inven­
tion, to demolifh it, which they fent down the river 

, from W efe I ; - but they were all deft rayed by fome 
armed barks, before they could put their defign in 
execLltion. In iliort, prince Ferdinand paIred this fa­
mous river the Iorh, without the leaft oppofition 
from the french; fo admirably had he laid his plan. 
• The prince, as foon as he was on the other fide 
of the Rhine, withdrew his garrifon from Duffel­
dOfp; of which place the french took immediate 
poifeilion. Marfbal Contades alfo paIred the Rhine, 
at Wefe!, the 12th and 13th. The prince took 
poifeilion of all the pofts on the Lippe, and was able 
to keep the french army from attemp.ting to pene­
trate any further on that fide. Contadeswas encamped 
for tome time between Recklinghaufen and Dortmund; 
and the prince b:::twe'n Coesfeld and Dulmen. The 
other djvifion of the french forces, under the prince 
de Soubife, had made but little progrefs in Heffe 
CaIrel, _ where the prince of Yfenburg Hill kept him 
at bay; but, on the Iorh and I I th of feptember Sou­
bife took poifeffion of Gottingen, and advanced as far 
as Eim beck, near which place, the prince of Yfenburg 
was encamped. This general's bulinefs was to pro­
tect the courfe of the Wefer, and to cover the eletl:o-
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rate of Hanover. It was here that the hanoverian 
pofts were, weakeft. The french had no hopes of pe­
netrating into Hanover by the Lippe, whith prince 
Ferdinand guarded himfelf; but it appeared more 
ptatl:icable to drive the prince of Ylenburg from his 
pofts. To accomplilh this, marfhal C ontades fent' a 
ihong detachment to the prince de Soubife, which 
augmented his army to 30,OCO men. Prince Ferdi- . 
nand aware of the enemy's defign, detached general 
Oberg, with a thong reinforcement to join prince 
Yfenburg; but notwithftanding this, the whole force 
of the-allies in Heife did. not exceed 15,000 men. 
Soon after Oberg's arrival near Caifel, he encamped 
near Lanwerenhagen, behind Lutternberg; and find­
ing that t.he french were preparing to attack him, he 
drew up his troops in order of battle; with his right 
to the Fulde, and his left to a thicket upon an emi­
nence :. In this fitnation he was attacked on the 30th 
of feptember, by the whole french army, and after 
a vigorous refiftance was obliged to retire, with the 
]ofs of 15°0 men to Munden; but in fuch good or ... 
der that his defeat was far from being total. 

Had any but the moft ikilful general commanded 
the allied army; this unfortunate affair would, in 
all probability, have been of fatal confequence: but 
prince Ferdinand, by having eftablilhed the moft ready 
communications all along. the Lippe, deprived the 
french of an opportunity of 'making ufe of their ad­
vantage: He marched witb the utmoft expedition to­
wards Rheda, and prince Y fen burg falling back, joined 
him with his troops, and by this junC:l:ion covered 
the Wefer, without lofing any thing on the fide of 
the Rhine. The prince \\I,ell knew, that thefe move­
ments rather uncovered the electorate of Hanover: 
but he alfo forefaw, that the french would not be 
able to make any eftablilhment in it ; ,they onl y in~ 
fefted the country with thei-r light troops, who were 
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fent by the marfhal Contades *, to carry- off and de­
fhoy all the provifions and forage in that country, 
as well as all Weftphalia. This condutt: of the 
french general was in confequence of a plan formed 
between him and the duke de Belleifle, to reduce all 

• The marlhal duke de BelleiIle, fecretary at war to the french 
king, in a letter to marlbal Contades, of the 26th of feptember, 
writes, 

cc You mui1:, at any rate, confume all fort of fubfii1:ance on the 
higher Lippe, in the neighbourhood of Paderborn, and in the 
country which lies between the Lippe, Paderborn, and Warfbourg; 
this will be fo much fubfii1:ance taken from the enemy, from this 
day to the end of oaober. You mui1: dei1:roy every thing that you 
cannot confume, fo as to make a defert of all Wei1:phalia, from 
Lipi1:adt and Munfier, as far as the Rhine, on one hand, and on 
the other, from the higher Lippe and Paderborn, as fa'r as Caire! ; 
that the enemy may find it quite impracticable to direct their march. 
to the Rhine, or the lower Roer; and this with regard to your 
army; and with regard to the army under M. de Soubife, that they 
may not have it in their power to take polfeffion of Calfel, and 
much lefs to march to Marpurg, or to the quarters which he 
will have along the Lohn, or to thofe which you will occupy, 
f,om the lower part of the left fide of the Roer, and on the right 
fide of the Rhine, as far as Dulfeldorp, and at Cologne." 

On the 30th of oaober, he again writes: , 
" -- Firfl:, You are acquainted with all our political views. 

Secondly, You know the preCent fituation of all our allies. Thirdly, 
you know the necdlity of confuming, or dei1:roying, as far as is 
poffible, all the fubliHence, efpecially the forage, betwixt the 
Wefer and the Rhine, on the one hand; and on the otht!r, be­
twixt the Lippe, tte bilbopric of Paderborn, the Dymel, the Fulda, 
and the Nerra; and fo to make a defert of Wefiphalia and Helf~;' 
that the enemy may not be able by any means, to march, with any 
confiderable force, either towards the Rhine or the Lohn; and 
that our troops m:J.Y pats -the winter quietly in their quarters: for, 
as it is now unquefiionable, that we cannot make any advances 
into Germany this year, our principal objeCt mufi be to refrelh our 
troops, as L,.Jn as flollible, thc{t we may be able to make war the 
following year with more vigor, and ~ake the field very early: it 
will be no {mall matter, if we !ball be able, with a great deal of 
pains, connant Gare, and ceconomy, to find the means of fupport­
jng all our horfe of every kind, until the month of june." For 
fcveral other e),traCts fi-om there notable letters, Vide the 
appendix. 
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Weftphalia, Herre, and the neighbouring countries 
to a defert, in order to prevent prince Ferdin~nd from 
marching in the beginning of the next campaign to 
the Rhine, or the Lohn, and to keep their own quar-, 
tel's undifturbed in the winter. But this infamous 
[cherne was in a great part defeated by the vigilance 
good conduct. of that gallant young prince. 

J n this fuccefsful manner ended the campaign on 
the Rhine. I have not interrupted my narrative of 
it, to make way for the other military tranfactions in 
Germany, in their chronological order, as that would 
have rendered it more obfcure, the operations of 
which, 1 have given an account, being fo blended 
together, that they could not with propriety b,e fe­
perated. Seldom has the conduct of any general ap­
peared more confpicuouOy great, in a defenfive cam­
paign, than that of prince Ferdinand in this. Thofe 
admirable movements, which enabled bim to pafs the 
Rhine without lofs, . in the face of a fuperior army; 
to gain a fignal victory over it ; to maintain his ground 
againft it, when reinforced, and rendered frill more 
fuperior; to repafs the Rhine with the utmoft fafety ; 
and lai1:ly, to chufe his pofts in fa judicious a manner 
on the Lippe, as to prevent the enemy from pene­
trating further than that river, and this even after 
they had gained a victory over a large detachment of 
his army. In {hort, thefe feveral actions, with a 
thoufand fkilfLll manreuvres that muft in confequence 
attend them, are together jufily reckoned a perfect 
model of a defenfive campaign. 
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C 'H· A P. XVII. 

Eing of PrujJia marches agai17fl the ru.ffi4.ns. Conduct ()f 
marJhal Daun. Battle of Zorndorjf. King of PruiJia 
marc8es mto Saxony. Battle of Hcchkirchen. Pim 
march of his pruiJian 11Zejejfy to l'eiie've Silejia. Raifes 
the jieges of Neifs and Cofel. Motions of marJhal 
Daun. CrojJes the Vbe. Marches towards Dre/den. 
InvcJis that city. Leipjick and '7orgau befitged. 
Brave conduct of count S{hmettau. Suburbs of Dre[ 
den burnt. King of PruiJia marc/;es into Saxony. 
Raifcs the jieges of Dre/den, Leipjick, and '7orgau. 
Aujlrians and imperialifls retire out of Saxon)'. Ruf 
jians and Swedes retire into winter quarters. Reflec-
tions. Affairs in England. Goree taken. Reflections 
on the events of the )'ear 1758. 

T HE affairs of the king of Pruflia were now 
greatly cha.nged. At the beginning of the 

campaign, he aCted offenlively, in the mmoft extent 
of the word; but now he found himfelf obliged to 
aCt on the defenlive: every moment was to him cri­
tical. The ruffians, who had been for feveral months 
marching through PolaI)d and Pruflia, bent their 
courle at laft, as if they deligned to enter Silelia; but 
they fuddenly turned towards Brandenburg, and laid 
liege to Cufrrin, a little town on the Elbe, almofi: 
without fortifications; but which, an army of near 
90,000 rufilans were not able in fome weeks to re­
duce. We may compare their operations at this liege, 
with thofe under Peter the Great at N arva. The ruf­
fians at this day, are little better than barbarians, in 
point of military ikIll, except feveral general officers, 

- many of them foreigners; but as men they are worfe. 
Thefe 
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Thefe wretches, whofe actions are a difgrace to human 
nature, had marked their road through Prufiia and 
Brandenburg, by the moft horrible barbarities; to 
make up for their want of fkill in fieges, they had 
brought all their formidable train of artillery to bat-

. rer this little town. Thev threw fuch an immenfe 
quantity .of bombs and red" hot balls into it, that it 
was foon on fire in every quarter; they fell like hail 
in the ftreets, and the miferable inhabitants, every 
where meeting danger, but no where fafeey, left their 
ruinous. habitations, and fled many of them naked Out 

of the town, on that fide which was not invefted. 
But the brave governor, with the greateft courage and 
fidelity, defended the. ruins of the place, with the 
utmoft firmnefs. The pruffian general, count Dohna 
was pofted at Francfort; but all he could do, againft 
a force fa much fuperior to his own, was only to ob~ 
ferve their motions. 

Never were the affairs of his prufiian majefty more 
critical. An army of 90,000 ruffians, was within 
three days march of Berlin: in Pomerania, the fwedes 
were greatly fuperior to the generals vVeedel and Man­
teufel, who commanded the pruffian troops in that 
province: the army of the empire, which had been 
reinforced with a great body of the auftrians, under 
general Haddick, had. ad vanced into Saxony, and 
every day approached nearer to prince Henry; who 
was ftrongly intrenched at Dippolfwalde, with 20,000 

men to cover Drefden, and commanded the courfe of 
the Elbe. Marfual Daun, forefeeing many,difficul­
ties in purfuing the king of Prufiia, refolved to march 
into Saxony, and in conjunction with the army of the 
eml)ire, under the duke. of Deux Pants, and endea­
vour to drive prince Henry from his {hong poft, 
ahd get poffefiion of Drefden; and by that means 
drive the king of Pru1fia. entirely out of Saxony, 
which would be depriving him of the only refource 
for carrying on' the war. There reafons determined 

X 4 him. 



( 3 12 ) 
him., He left a large body of troops under the ge­
nerals Harfch and de Vil1e~ in the fouthern part of 
Sileua, to draw [he attention of the pruffians that 
way, and marched himfelf towards Saxony; through 
Lufatia, by Zinau, Garlitz, and Bautzen; however, 
he was not able to make prince Henry change his ad­
vantageous poGtior... 

In the mean time, the pruffian monarch being ar­
rived at Frankfort, loft not a moment's time to march 
againft the ruffians" On the 23d of auguft ne paffed 
the Oder, at Gatavife; and after their prodigious 
march, refted his army the 24th, and in the even­
ing advanced to Dirmitzel, where he encamped, and 
made his difpoGtions for attacking the enemy the next 
day; early in the morning, he broke up his camp, 
and marched forward, in order to wind round the 
enemy's left flank; in its way, the army paffed the 
fmall river Mitzel: afterwards it fild off by the fo­
reft of Maffin, and the village of Bazels into the 
plain, where both infantry and cavalry fpreading 
themfelves on the left flank, till they arrived at Zorn­
dorff; the king then thought that he was come on 
the back of the enemy, and gave orders for the at­
tack. 

The ruffian generals forefeeing his deGgn, had. 
broke up the fiege of Cuftrin, and marched towards 
the villages of Z wicker and Zorndorff, where the 
ground not admitting them to extend in front, they 
had drawn up their army very judicioufly in four lines, 
forming a front on every fide, and furrounded by 
cannon and chevaux de frize: the village of Zwicker 
covered their right flanks, beyond which their ca­
valry reached. Prince Maurice of ·Anhalt Deffau 
commanded the firft line of the prufilans, under the 
king; lieutenant general Manteufel, the left wing of 
infantry; and general SeydIitz conducted the cavalry 
of that wing. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were the pofitions of the two armies; when 

the king gave the word for the attack. The ruffians 
were an enemy he had never perfonally engaged be­
fore; but his troops faw every where fucb horrid 
marks of their cruelty, as fpurred them on with the 
moft animated ardor to engage, and be revenged 
on thofe barbarians. Every thing that was dear to 
the king of Pruffia depended on this day; if he loft 
it, the confequences muft be fatal, confidering the 
vaft fuperiority of his enemies in Saxony. In ilion, 
all his dominions were at ftake. 

The battle began on the 25th of auguft, at nine 
o'clock in the morning. The pruffian infantry began 
to attack the village under cover of an uninterrupted 
and terrible fire of cannon and mortars, which rained 
on the right wing of the ruffians for two hours with­
out the leaft intermiffion. Never was there a more 
dreadful cannonade; the ruffian foot, which although 
raw and unexperienced, fLlftaned a moft fhocking 
Daughter; whole ranks fell, and their places were in­
ftantly fupplied by new regiments. Their firft line 
continued immoveable, till they had fired away all 
their charges, and then ruihed forward on the pruffian 
infantry; which fuddenly, and with an unaccountable 
panHic gave way, in the prefence of their fovereign, 
before the broken battalions of the Mufcovites, and 
after their own cannOl~ade had in a manner already 
gained the victory. This was' now the critical mo­
ment, on which every thing depended; the battle was 
in fufpence, and the pruffian infantry retreating. The 
event of that great day depended on an inftant; it 
was neglected by the ruffian general; bur the king of 
Pruffia improved it: Had general Fermor directly 
brought on his horfe, to difperfe the retiring batta­
lions of his enemy, this day had been fatal to the 
pruman greatne[s; but the king, by a mafterly and 
rapid motion, brought all the cavalry of his right 
wing to the center, which, with general Seydlitz at 

their 
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their head, made a mof!: f,Urious attack upon the Muf­
covite foot, uncovered' by their horfe, and drove them 
back with a moft miferable fiaughter: this gave the 
repulfed infantry time to recolleCt and form them­
felves; returning to the charge with a rage, exafpe­
rated by their late difgrace, they very foon changed 
the fortune of the day. The ruffians being thrown 
irto the moil: terrible confufion, plundered their own 
baggage, which was between the lines, and intoxi­
cated themfelves with brandy, they rio longer diftin­
guiilied friends from foes, but fired upon each other; 
and being crammed together in a narrow fpace, a 
horrible and undiil:inguiihing carnage enfued, as well 
by [word and bayonet, as by the pruffian artiltery, 
charged with cartridge iliot, which fired continually 
on them, at not 20 yards difrance. Still they obili­
nately perfiil:ed in not quitting the ground; but one 
of their generals towards the evening, with a chofen 
corps made a judicious attack on the right wing of 
the pruffians; that officer loft moil: of his men, but 
by drawing the king's attention that way, the broken 
remains of their infantry had leifure to withdraw to a 
new poft in the night for rallying the reft of their 
army. 
• The lofs of the pruffians did not exceed 2000 men, 
killed, wounded, and prifoners; bur tbat of the fuf­
fians amounted to 10,000 dead on the fpot; 10;000 

wounded, moft of them mortally; and about 2000 

pr!foners: of two particular regiments, which befor~ 
the battle confifted of 4600 men, only 1500 were 
left. Their lofs in this dreadful day, amounted in 
the whole to upwards of 22,000 men. 

The next day, the king of pruffia renewed the at­
tack, by a very briik cannonade; but the ruffians find­
ing no fafety in any thing but a retreat, marched to 
Landfperg on the frontiers of Poland. Never was 
viEtory more complete. An immenfe 'train of artil· 
lery, 37 colours, five frandards, and feveral kettle-
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drums, and their mi1itary cheft, containing 200,0001. 

frerI. were taken. Yet, the aLlftrians warmly afferted. 
that the ruffians gained the viCtory; but nothing [poke 
fo plainly on whofe fide it fell, as its confequences ; 
the king cleared that part of his dominions from his 
enemies, and was enabled to march to the ailiftance 
of the other; general Fermor's aiking leave * to bury 

- his 

• As Coon as the battle was over, general F~rmor wrote the fol­
lowing letter to count Dohna. 

" As this day's battle hath left many dead to be buried, and rna. 
ny wounded men to be drefied on both fides, I have thought proper 
to alk your excellency, \vhether it would not be lit to conclude a 
fufpenfion of arms for two or three days? General Brown, who is 
extremely weak by realon of his wounds, having need of a room 
and other conveniences, which are necefiiuy in his prefent fituation, 
moil humbly entreats his majeily to fend a paiI'port for him and his 
attendants, that he may r~move to a proper place. I have the ho­
nour to be, &c. 

Camp, aug. 14, 
(z5 N. S. 175 8.) 

Count DOHN A'S an[wer . 

Count FERMOR.'~ 

.. I have the honour to an[wer the letter which your excellency 
was pleafed to write to me yellerday; and in confequence of it to 
inform you, that the king, my maller, having gained the battJe, 
and remained maller of the field, his majelly will not fail to give 
the neceifary orders for burying the dead, and taking care of the 
wounded on both fides. His majefty thinks that a fufpenfion of 
arms is ufual in the cafe of a fiege, but not after a battle. His ex­
cellency general Brown, if trill alive, /hall have the paffports he 
alks man-readily; and all pollible relief /hall be given to the other 
generals who are prj[oners. 

The cruel burning of all the villagesrwhich is not yet difconti­
nued, /hews an intention not to [pare the king's efiates in any /hape : 
but I /hall not now enter into repetitions, on a fubjeCt I have to 
often mentioned. I {hall only defire your excellency to confider, 
what confequences fuch cruelties may have, if a fiop be not put to 
them. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Camp, aug. z6, Count DOHNA." 
175 8. 

Concerning what's mentioned in tl1is letter of the cruelties of the 
ruffians, the following extraCt from the Berlin Gazette will fet it in 
a true Jight. 

Of The 
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his dead; the number of pri[oners of rank that 
were taken; all concur, in fufficiently fpeaking who 
was victor in this bloody engagement. Among the 
prifoners of rank, were the generals de Soltikoff, 
deChermicheaux, Manteuffel, Tieremhau[en, Chievres, 
&c. 

In the mean time, marihal Daun, to put his defign 
in execution of doing his utmoft to drive prince Henry 
from his advantageous poft at Dippold[walde, en­
camped his army at Stolpen, to the eaftward of the 
Elbe; he chofe this pofition to cut off all communi­
cation between Bautzen and Drefden; it al[o favoured 

" The Konigfberg gazette denies the cruelties with which the 
ruffians are charged, and pretends to juftify thofe which are too 
notorious not to be acknowledged, by faying, that the pruffians 
themfelves have fet fire to the villages to cover their march. But 
a reafon of war ought to be diflinguifhed from an unneceifary cruel­
ty. The former obliged the pruffians to burn the fingle village of 
Schaum bourg ; but what colour can the ruffians give to their burn­
ing the villages of Zorndorff, Zicher, Wilkerfdorff, Blumberg, 
Kutzdorlf, ~artfchen and Birckenbufch,. all which were in flames 
at the fame time, and of which, the greateil: part of the inhabitants 
were fome killed, and others thrown into the flames. The public 
hath already been informed"of the cruelties committed lail: june, by 
general Demikow, in Pomerania, and the New Marche. Above 
an hundred towns or villages were pillaged, and many women car­
ried off and ravifhed. The ruffians alfo fet fire t9 the village of 
Furl1:gnau, and killed the farmer's wife: Vorbruch, and the fuburbs 
of Driefen, were likewife reduced to afhes. In the beginning of 
july, they pillaged the town of Friedeburgh, burnt the mill of AI­
tenflies, and wounded the gardener of the bailiwic cf Driefen. 
On the approach of the pruffians, they turned the environs of Cu­
firin into a defert, burnt the feven villages abovementioned, killed 
the farmer of Tamfel, and at Blumberg and Camin maifacred ma­
ny peafants, and even infants with their mothers, whofe mutilated 
bodies were found in the houfes and barns. The churches have 
not been fpared; they opened even graves and vaults, to firip the 
dead; which they did particularly at Camin and Birckholtz, where 
they ftripped the bodies of general Schlaberndorf, and general 
Ruitz, who were buried there. It will not be thought firange, 
that the name of barbarians ihould be given to perfons capable of 
fuch cruelties." 

the 
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the operations of the army under general Laudohn on 
the confines of Brandenburgh ; and of generals Harfch 
and de Ville, in the fouthern parts of Silefia; as he 
drew the-3.ttention of the pruffian forces to the northern 
parts of that duchy. ' 

To defeat all thefe excellent fchemes, his pruffian 
majefty had no fooner fought the battle of Zorndorf, 
than he began a rapid march to fuccour prince Henry: 
never did general make fuch long and fiying·marches 
in fa fmall a fpace of time; the king moved with fo 
much celerity, that he reached Groffen-hayn on the 
9th of feptember, and Drefden the 11th. As his 
majefty advanced, the auftrians withdrew from the 
frontiers of Brandenburgh, and even of Lufatia ; and 
general Laudohn, who had employed himfelf in pil­
laging the circle of Cotbus, with the utmoft licenti­
oufnefs, precipitately abandoned all the lower Lufatia, 
and even the fortrefs of Peitz. Marihal Daun him­
felf retired from the neighbourhood of Drefden, and 
fell back as far as Littau. Indeed the duke of Deux 
Ponts, who commanded the army. of the empire, 
poffeffed the ftrong poft of Pi rna, and kept his ground; 
on the 5th of feptember, the ftrong fortrefs of Son­
nenftein furrendered to him moft unaccountably, after 
a cannonade of only one day; but this army under­
took nothing further againft the king. 

As foon as that monarch was abfent, with the 
greateft part of his army, the ruffian general made 
a halt at Lanfberg, where he entrenched his army, 
iJ;1 an inacceffible camp. Count pohna commanded 
the pruffian troops; which the king left to aEt againft 
the ruffians; his head quarters were fixed at Blum­
berg, two leagues beyond Cuftrin. But on the 21 ft 
of feptember, general Fermor quitted this advan­
tageous camp, and marching by Sold in and Peritz, 
arrived on the 26th at Stargard in Pomerania, leaving 
wherever it paffed, the ufual and difmal marks of its 
prefence. Dohna followed them directly; he ad-

vanced 
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vanced by Necidamin, and arrived the 29th at Soldin. 
General Fermor left a garrifon in Landfberg, but it 
evacuated the town on the approach of a detachment 
from the pruffian army., 

The fwedes no fooner found that the king of 
Prufila was marching to defend Saxony againlt the 
aufrrians, and the army of the empire, than they 
thought it a proper opportunity to pu!h the war with 
vigor. They began to advance very brifkly, into 
the pruffian territories. Count Hamilton who com­
manded their army, took up 'his head quarters at 
Fehrbellin, fo that fome of their advanced parties 
came within 25 miles of Berlin. Bu t the king, being 
informed of their motions, immediately detached 
general Wedel, with a body of troops from Drefden, 
whic~ when augmented by fome troops that joined 
him on the road, amounted to J 1,000 men; he arrived 
at Berlin the 20th of feptember, and in two days left 
that city, to march againft the enemy. Upon the 
approach of thefe troops, the f wediih army retreated; 
without defending any place; they lett in Fehrbellin, 
a garrifon of 1400 men, who were driven out after 
fome refiftance, the 28th. The prince of Bevern 
(who had been exchanged for an auftrian general 
taken by his pruffian majefty) governor of Stetin, 
defended that town againft [hem; and general Wedel 
continued to advance againft them. 

The pruffian monarch himfelf, in the mean time, 
was profecuting the war, in perfon, with his ufual 
aCtivity. Marlhal Daun continued in his camp at 
Stolpen, from whence he had a communication with 
the army of the empire; the great defign of this 
general, was to prevent ,the king from fuccouring 
Silefia, where the auftrian generals were making 
great progrefs, and had formed the liege of Neifs. 
The king marched his army from the neighbour­
hood of Drefden, to Bautzen, a poft equally ad­
vantageous for preferving a communication with 

prince 
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prince Henry's army, for covering Brandenburg, 
and for throwing fuccours into Stlefia. Marthal Daun 
moved to the right, and encamped among the moun­
tains of Wilten; and foon after occupied the camp 
of Ritlitz. The king's army marched to Hoch­
kirchen, from whence he difiodged the auftrians, 
and pofted himfelf upon the eminences, which lie 
between Hochkin:hen and Gorlitz. And during all 
thefe different motions, the two armies kept the moO: 
watchful eye on each other. It was by this time 
found, that nothing but a decifive engagement would 
anfwer marthal Daun's projeCts; he foon perceived, 
that if the king kept poifeffion of his prefent advan­
tageous fimation, he fuould be obliged to retreat into 
Bohemia. 

The neceffity of a battle was fo urgent, th:1t Daun 
-refolved to attack his pruffian majefty. He communi­
cated his defign to the prince Deux Ponts, and having 
fettled meafures with him, marched in the dead of a ve­
ry dark night, in three columns, towards the right of 
the l~ing of Pruffia's camp. Nothing could be better 
contrived than this enterprize, of inarfual Daun; 
and it was executed with equal vigor and prudence. 
So wifely, that, notwithftanding the great numbers 
of the auftrians, the badnefs of the roads, thro' 
which they marched; and the darknefs of the night; 
yet the three columns at the fame time arrived at the 
pruflian camp, without being difcovered, and without 
confufion. 

At five o'clock in the morning, of oCtober the 4th, 
they began the attack, with the utmoft ardour and 
refolution. The pruffians had not time to ftrike their 
tents, before the enemy was in themidft of their 
camp, and had began a furious attack. The fur­
prifed 'troops ran half naked to their -arms; and in 
the beginning of the engagement, marfual Keith was 
killed by two mufket balls; and prince Francis of 
Brunfwick had his head 1hot off by a cannon ball, as 

he 
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he was mounting his horfe. The lors of two fuch 
able officers was irreparable to the king of Pruffia, 
who now had every, thing on his own hands, at the 
moment when he moft wanted affiftance. But even 
in the dreadful confufion which mllft unavoidably 
have enflled in his army on fuch an occafion, his 
great prefence of mind, his activity, and valour, an­
nimated his troops. Every where prefent, and in 
the hotten: of the fire, he, in fome meafllre remedied 
the unfortunate blow he was likely to receive. Find­
ing himfelf very hard preffed, he ordered a large de­
tachment from his left to reinforce his right wing; 
but at that inftant, general Retzow, who commanded 
the left, washimfelf ,vigorouOy attacked by the au­
ftrians: fo that little or no affiftance c:ould be afforded 
to the king, who was obliged to bear the brunt with 
his right alone, of the grand attack of the allftrians 
where mafhal Daun himfelf was prefent. 

That general had ent'rufted the attack of the vil­
lage of Hochkerchen, and its eminences, to general 
Laudohn, who attacked them witht he greateft fury. 
As it was a poft of fuch importance, that the fate of 
the day depended on it; the difpute was hotteft there. 
Laudohn 1tlCceeded; but he, no fooner was in pof­
feffion of it, than he was attacked with the utmoft 
fury by the pruffians; he repulfed them; a iecond 
attack was made with equal bravery; and a third, 
but both were aHo unfuccefsful; the fourth attack, 
after a moft bloody difpute they carried it; but mar­
fual Daun determined to make every poffible effort, 
by continually pouring frelb troops on that poft, 
drove the pruffians out of it, after reiterated attacks, 
and a prodigious Oaughter. His majefty then de­
[pairing of the victory, ordered a retreat, which, to 
the aftonifhment of all, who knew not the excellency 
of the pru1Uan difcipline, was performed in good or­
der, under the cover of a great fire of artmery placed. 
in the center of his camp. They loft about 7000 

men 
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men in this bloody battle; killed, wounded and pri­
foners. The auitrians; by their own confeffion, 5000 ; 

who took a great number of cannon, fome colours, 
and a large quantity of baggage. 
. It was very juftly a matter of wonder, that his pruf­

fian majefty, who had (uch a numberof excellent gene­
rals under him, il10uld be furprifed in fLlch a fatal man­
ner; and that his out guards iliou Id not have difcovered 
the enemy time enough to have prevented the difmal 
confequences that followed. As fatal as the firfl: part 
of the day proved, it ought in the eye of the world, 
to be retrieved from diIhonour, by the excellent re­
treat, which the pruffian army made. Hiftory, I be­
lieve, can produce but few inltances of an inferior 
army being furprifed in their Oeep; running hJlf 
naked to their arms; recovering their order; fighting 
defperately for five hours; and at laft making fuch 
an orderly retreat, without their enemies daring to pur­
fue them. Nor did the greatnefs of ,the king's gene­
ral!hip ever appear more confpicuous; and he ne­
ver found fuch great want of it as in this aEtion; 
to have a wing of his army at a diftance from his 
own quarters, attacked; the two commanders of it 
nain, in the firft onfet; the principal generals of it 
wounded; and the whole wing on the point of flight: 
to come himfelf in this crit:cal moment, from the 
other wing, to reftore his confufed troops to order; 
twice to repulfe the enemy; four times to attack. 
them; and at laft to mak~ fo orderly a retreat, over­
born only by numbers and fatigue: thefe, I fay, 
are actions which difcover fuch a greatnefs of genius, 
fuch an admirable prefence of mind; as was hardlv 
ever equalled by any general. • 

His prufiian majefty, after the aCtion, fell back with 
his right wing to \Veiffenbourg; his left ftill con. 
tinued at BautzEn; and the head quarters were at 
DoberfchLltz. He had been in this poiition but 
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a Thort time, before he perceived, that martha! Daun's 
view, was to prevent. his marching into Silefia; 
and that, that general had laid' afide his defigns on 
Saxony; this determined him to fend for a large 
detachment from prince Henry's army; (which the 
prince brought up himfelf) and to march into'Sile­
fia, to raife the fiege of N eifs, which the generals 
Har(ch and de Ville were profecuting with the ut­
mon: vigor. 

His majefly found many difficulties in putting 
this fcheme in execution. MarThal Daun lay with a 
fuperior army jun: in his road, whofe only bufinefs 
was to obftruCt his march. Saxony, would be left 
uncovered, and prince Henry, whofe army was re­
duced by the late detachments, could make but in­
effeCtual efforts againft the united arms of the auftri­
ans and imperialifts, if marthal Daun Thould turn his 
arms that way. On the contrary, if the king was 
to remain in his prefent fituation, and neglect to re­
fcue Silefia, that province would be greatly over-fun by 
the auf1:rians, whereby his afI'airs' would fuffer equally, 
with uncovering Saxony. It is for great genius's only 
not to be difconcerted by fuch dilemma's as thefe ; in­
ftead of rendering him inaCtive, the king of Pruffia's 
ferved only to quicken the fpeed of his refolution, and 
the vigor with which he executed it. He determined 
to march into Silefia. 

On the 24th of oCtober, he broke up his camp, at 
Doberfchurz; and fetching a great compafs, arrived 
on the 26th in the plain of Gorlitz: marthal Daun, 
had endeavoured to feize this poft before the king; 
but could get no further than Landfcron; their 
granadiers and carabineers, drew up oppofite to the 
pruffian van-guard, bur were defeated with the lofs 
of 800 men. By this admirable march, Daun at once 
10ft all the advantages which he had before gained, 
from the victory at Hochkirchen, and from his ad-

vantageous 
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~antageous pofts; an open road lay before the king 
into Silefia, and all he could now do was to harra[s his 
rear. His majefty purfued his march with the great­
eft rapidity; general Laudohn, with 24,000 men fol­
lowed him with little fuccefs. 

On the 28th, his majefty marched to Lauban ; and 
in two days after entered Silefia. The 6th of novem­
ber he arrived at Noffen. The fiege of Neifs was 
carrying on with the utmoft vigor; and defended with 
the greateft bra very; it com menced the 4th of augllft, 
and was completely inve11:ed the 3d of october. The 
pruffian army arrived in fight of Neifs the 7th of no­
vember, general Harfh having raifed the fiege, and 
repaffed the N eifs, leaving -a confiderable quantity of 
ammunition and 11:ores behind him; general Trefkow, 
the brave governor, fallied out upon them, and cut in 
pieces a body of 7 or 800 pandours. The king's 
prefence every where relieved the whole province; a 
large body of au11:rians, who had been fome time em­
ployed in the blockade of Corel, raifed it on the 9th; 
the auftrian general fell back on the army of general 
Harfch, and the united corps retreated into Bohemia 
and auftrian Silefia, with great precipitation. 

Never did any general plan his fchemes and exe­
cute them with greater refolution, vigor, and celerity, 
than his pruffian maje11:y; this rapid march from Sax­
ony, by whi,ch he entirely drove the auftrians out of 

-Silefia, is a remarkable in11:ance; the pruffian foldiers, 
with reafon, expected that this would be their laft 
operation for that campaign; but theif iovereign was 
of a different opinion; Saxony was in danger, and it 
muft be refcued. 

Marfbal Daun, foon after he had gained the ad­
vantage at Hochkirchen, determined that his greateft 
efforts during the remainder of the campaign, fhould 
be on the fide of Silefia; and confequently his firft 
point' was, to prevent the king from marching into 
it: but as his majefty had entirely defeated his whole 
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project, by th;s rapid, march, he thought it proper 
to change his plan of operations, and take advantage 
of the kng's abfence to fall on Saxony. His defign 
was to make himfelf malter of the three cities of Dref­
den, Leipflck, and Torgau: for this purpore he fol­
lowed the king no further than Gorlitz; and when he 
had detached general Laudohn to harrafs his rear, 
he marc hed himfdf with all expedition tmvards Dref­
den, h:r"ir;g paffed the Elbe at Pirna, the 6th of 
november. Prince Henry's army, weakened conG­
derably, by the large detachments which he had car­
ried to the grand army, after the battle of Boch­
kirchen, was obliged to retire from its advantageous. 
poft before Drefden, to the weft ward of that city; 
Daun endeav<;llIred to cut off his communication with 
it; but the prince threw himfelf into Drefden, and re­
tired on the other lide the Elbe. The duke of Deux 
Ponts then marched, and invefted Leipfick; whi]i'c 
marJ11al Daun did the fame to Drefden, with 60,000 
men. That city was but meanly fortified, of very great 
extEnt, and defended only by 12,000 men, which was 
a very pear garrifon for fo large a place, commanded 
by the cOllnt de Schmettau. The auLhian general 
appeared in fight of the city, the 6th of novembn; 
by a motion on the 7th, the governor was convinced 
that his deGgn was againit the capital. 

The fublllbs of Drefden were fo extremely weak, 
that Schrr;ettau found it would be impoilibJe for him 
to prevent tlie enemy;s polTeiling himfelf of them by 
a coup de mai n. An enterprize of this nature, would 

I have been the more eary, as moft of the boufes of 
the fuburbs, from the gate of Pima to that of Wilf­
druff, abfolutely commanded the body of the town, 
90th by their prodigious height, being fix or [even 
f~ories high, and by their proximity to the ramparts. 
This laid count Schmettau under the difagreeable ne­
celli.!' cJ burning them, for that end he filled the 
h:gheil: houles with combufl:ibks, and alfo thofe next 
to the ramparts, that his orders might be the more 
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fpeedily executed, whenevenhe reafons of war obliged. 
him to iffue them in his own defence: the governor 
made a declaration to this effect, to M. de Bofe, chief 
cup bearer to the court of Drefden, adding, that as 
foon as the enemy fhould make a fhow of attacking 
the city, he fhould be obliged to fet fire to the fuburbs. 

The fuburbs of Drefden compore one of the findl: 
cities in Europe, much fuperior to the part witb:n the 
walls; where the moft confiderable of the inhabitants 
refide, and is alfo the feat of thofe curious m,~n_~fac­
tures, for which that city is C-, famous. Mal1nal 
Daun well knowing the neceffity the governor wuuld 
find himfelf under, endeavoured to intimidate him 
from this meafure, by threatening to rr,ake him per­
fonally anfwerableforthe fieps he fhould take. Schmet­
tal], with all the firmnefs of the bravell: foldier, re­
plied, that he would anfwer whatloever he fhould do, 
and would not only blJrli the fl'burbs, in cafe marflul 
Daun advanced, but would likewife defend the c:ty 
itfelf f1:reet by £b-eet, and at laft even the cank, which 
was the royal refldence, if he [hould be drl vell t" ir. 
The magiftrates of the city no fooner were acqtc.intld 
with this refolut;ion, but they fell at the feet of count 
Schmettau, imploring him to change his minJ; the 
part of the royal "family that remaIned in Drefden, 
joined in thefe fupplications, praying him to rpare that 
laft refuge of diftreiftd royalty, and at leaft to a 1low 
a fecure refidence to thofe who had been deprived of 
every thing elfe. But the governor COritinlleu firm in 
his refolution; he anfwered, that their fafety depended 
on marfhal Daun, that if he attacked them, the ne­
ceillty of war would oblige him to aCt quite contrary 
to the lenity of his difpofition. 

Schmettau had thrown up fame fmall redoubts to 

cover the fllburbs; thefe the .al.lfhians foon forceel, 
.and penetrated a good way into them; during which 
attack, their artillery played imo the to:.'m. Gentr~,l 
Meyer, who was pail:ed ill the flit'll! b~, ~~lve notice 
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to the governor the next day, that the auil:rians I were 
ereCting batteries, and making other preparations to 
attack the city. Whereupon, it was abfoluteIy necef­
fary no longer to delay deftroying the fuburbs. 

At three o'clock in the morning, of the loth of 
november, general Meyer gave the fignal, and, im­
mediately, a place, fo lately the feat of plea[ure, arts, 
and trade, was all in flames. Dreadful as this con­
flagration was, yet the good order of the pruffian 
troops, and the care of the governor, prevented it 
from being more iliocking than was neceffary; very 
few loft their lives. General Meyer retired into the 
city; and the gates were direCtly barricaded *. 

The Saxon and auftrian minifters t made the moil: 
aggravated complaints all Europe over, of the bar­

barities 

'* Vide Schmettau's memorial concerning the burning the fuburbs 
of Drefden. 

t Vide M. Ponickau the Saxon refident's memorial to the diet of 
ilieemp~e. _ • 

" By the violence of the flames, which was kept up by red hot 
balls, fired into the houfes and along the fireets, the whole was 
inftantly on fire. "-" A ilioe-maker, who was running away with 
his infant on a pillow, to fave it from being burnt to death, was 
met by a volunteer, who fnatched the pillow away from him, and 
threw the babe into the flames."-" One-man had got his thing~ 
into a waggon ; the pruffians fiopt it, covered it over wi th pitch, and 
fet it on fire." -" By this means a multitude of people of all ages, 
who inhabited thofe populous fuburbs, perifhed amidfi the flames. 
The number of thofe who were killed in the fingle inn, called the 
Golden Hart, amounted to 90. "-" The aufirian army beheld thefe 
horrible acts, filled with indignation and rage. Its generals melt. 
ing with compailion, tried every method to remedy them. They 
fent 300 carpenters into the fuburbs, to endeavour to extinguifh the 
flames." All thefe falfities are abundantly confuted in the follow­
ing authentic papers. 

Letter from M. de Bofe, chief cup. bearer to the court of Drefden, 
to count Schmettau. . 

I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, in anfwer to what 
you wrot.e me this day, I mufi own, that ever fince you had the 
government of Drefden, I informed you of all that his royal high. 
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barities exercifed by the pruffians in this affair. Never 
were there fuch infamous falfities trumped up, as 

they 

nefs charged me to tell you in his name, and I have likewife re­
ported to his highnefs, your excellency's anfwers. 

As to the firft point, I alfo remember very well, that your ex­
cellency charged me, in the month of july, to reprefent to his 
royal highnefs, that if marfhal Daun fhould attack the d y, you 
muft fet fire to the fuburbs, particularly the houfes that adjoined to 
the ditch; into which houfes, your excellency immediately ordered 
combuil:ibles to be put. I alfo remember, that upon the follicita­
tions, which his royal highnefs made, by me, to your excellency. 
you ordered them to be removed when marfhal Daun retired; and 
of this I alfo made an humble report. 

It is alla true, that when marfhal Daun was at Lockowitz, on 
the 18th of november laft, your excellency charged me to ac­
quaint his royal highnefs, in your name, that; if marihal Daun 
fhould approach near the town, and attack it, you ihould be obliged 
to burn the fuburbs, and the houfes adjoining the town ditch. Al­
though I made feveral remonftrantes to your excellency from the 
court, you declared, that you was ordered by the king your ma­
fier, to defend yourfelf to the laft extremity, and that you could not 
change your meafures, unlefs marihal Daun lbould be prevailed 
with not to attack the town. To which I anfwered, in his royal 
highnefs's name, that he knew nothing of marihal Daun's defigns ; 
that he could not intermeddle in the operations of war, and would 
confequently be obliged to endure what he could not hinder. 

Laftly, it is weI! known, that your excellency, during the fire, took 
every poffible meafure in the town, to prevent thefe exceiTes and 
diforders, which might have been apprehended; and his royal 
hi~hnefs charged me to return you his thanks for it. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Dec. 4, 175 .. 8. JOACHIM FREDERICK de BOSE. 

Certificate of the magiftrates of Drefden. 

In confequence of orders received from his excellency count 
Sehmettau, lieutenant general and governor, we certify what we 
know concerning the burning of the fuburbs. Two perfons were 
burnt to death, two killed, three hUft, by the fire, and two wounded 
by the foldiers. . 

We, never heard, in any ihape, of a waggon full of goods, 
which they were endeavouring to fave, and which it was pretended 
was covered with combuftibles, and fo fet on fire; nor of ninety 
perfons faid to have perifhed at the Hart, nor of the auftrian troops, 
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they fpread about in their memorials. They made no 
fcrllple to invent and alter faCts in fuch a manner, a! 
to move the gr~atdl: pity towards the fufferers, and 
t:quc~l indignationagainft his pruffian majd1:y. But all 
thefe vile falfities were fullv removed, by the 3ljthemic 
certificates of the magifhatts, &c. of Drdden, _who 
were perfcctiy acqu,linred wirh the tranfa<1ion ; and all 
the hCJp of inventions that had been palmed upon all 
Europe for truths, Were infiantly overthrown. 

who, it is pretended, a,ffifit.d in extinguilhing the flames. Drefden, 
dec 4, 175 8. 

.(L. S.) The magifirates of Drefden. 

Certificate of the judges of the fuburb of Drefden. 
\liTe th~ judges of the h.burb of Drefden, certify, and atteft, 

that at the time of the calamity that hath jull: happened, things 
palfed in this manner. The combuHibles were replaced on the 7th 
of november; and the m~gjjhates ordered all the judges to attend 
them: accordingly, Simon ~tcl~,ner, judge; John Ch;iftian, alder­
man; John Mich:;el Faber, and John Chrjf1ian Kretfchmar, judges, 
a~tended, and were told, (being enjoined ?-t the fame tIme, to ac­
acqu:J.int the other judges with it) to provide ~.he houfes with warer, 
to give notice to the landlords, and keep the pump,5 ready, and en­
ceavour to affiIt one another; becau{e, if any misfortune ,ihould 
hcPFen, the people of rhe town could not come to our aiIifl:anc~, 
nor could we go to theirs; and of this, we informe~ a~l tht: 
DUf(>;hers . 

. On the 8th and 9th the auftrian army approached the town; and 
on rhe 9'h, the auihian hu[Jars forced thc::ir way to the fuburb of 
Pirna, and to Zinzendorf houie. 

On the loth, at two in the morning, fire was fet to the quarters 
of Pima, R~m, and WJlfdorf, which con[urned z66 houfes in all. 

There have;: been then:fort: in ail, two perfons burnt, a man and 
a woman grearly advanced in years, and Vvhorn it was irnpofiible 
to f'tve; two killed, and two w::llmded. 

What has been {aid of a waggon is falfc::; and it is equally' 
falfe that ninety per[ons perifhed at the Hart; only fOllr perJons m 
all having loft their JiVtS, as we have juli mentioned. LaftIy, it 
is fMe, that the aufirian carpenters atlified us in extinguiiliing the 
bre. We ntver raw one of them. 

We certify, tlLlt alJ the above is HriCtly conformable to truth. 
Dec 4. Signed by the ten judge6 

1758. of Drefc!en. 

Marillal 
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Marlhal Daun now found that it was impoffible to 

take Drefden by a coup de main; and befides the 
king of Pruffia was marching back from Silefia, with 
great fpeed to fuccour it, he continued the liege !lowly 
for about a week; but as regular operations took up 
too much time, he raifed it the 17th. 

1 before mentioned, that his plan was to attack Leip­
fick and Torgau at the fame time that he himfelf 
befieged Drefden. The duke of Deux Ponts com­
manded before Leipfick; and general Haddick, with 
10,000 men before Torgau. No fooner had the king 
of Pruffia notice of the fcheme, which marfhal Daun 
"had formed, to polTefs himfelf of thofe cities, than 
he ordered count Dohna, who commanded againft 
the rufiians, to march with 12,000 men, to the re­
lief of Torgau ; general Wedel, who, with a fmall 
army o'bferved the motions of the fwedes, received 
the fame orders. The latter general threw himfelf 
into Torgau, before Haddick arrived there, and when 
he made his attack, he repulfed him with lofs; and 
count Dohna being come up foon after, the two ge­
nerals having joined their forces, purfued the auftri­
ans to Eulenburg. The enemy, terrified at the ap­
proach of the pruffian armies,alfo raifed the fiege of 
Leipfick. 

In the mean time, his pruffian majefty was march­
ing with the greateft fpeed from Silefia; fa, that by 
the r 5th of november, he arrived at Lauban; and 
having afterwards joined his army to the corps under 
the generals Dohna and Wedel, he arrived trium­
phantly at Drefden, the 20th. The auftrian armies, 
commanded by mar!hal Daun, and that of the em­
pire, fell back on the king's near approach, into Bo­
hemia, without attempting any thing furrher. The 
mar!h.al placed his troops into quarters of canton· 
mem, in fuch lituations as to form an immen[e chain 
of troops all along the frontie~s of Silefia, and Saxony; 
where the imperial army Joined, and continued it 

through 
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through Thuringia and Franconia, where it was united 
to the quarters of the. prince de Soubize, extending 
weftward, along the courfe of the Main and Lahn, 
to meet thofe of marfhal de Contades, which ftretched 
to the Rhine, and continued the chain along it quite 
to the Maefe, fa as to command. the whole courfe of 
of the Rhine, on both fides, both upward and down­
ward. 

I left the ruffian army retreating after the battle of 
Zorndorf, to Stargard in Pomerania. General Fer­
mer forefaw that he fhould be unable to keep his 
ground in that province during the winter, unlefs he 
could feeure fome fea port, by which means he might 
receive the neceifary reinforcements from Ruffia by 
fea. In purfuance to this plan, he refolved to attack 
the little town of Colberg on the Baltick; expeCl:ing 
it would be an eafy conqueft, as it was but meanly 
fortified. On the 3d of oCtober, 15,000 ruffians 
formed the fiege; but what with their incapacity in 
that part of the art of war, and the bra\Te defence 
made by major Heydon, the governor, this little town, 
fa poorly fortified, and fa weakly garrifoned, held 
out againft them 26 days, and then obliged them to 
raife the fiege, the 29th of oCl:ober: and this with .. 
out receiving any fuccours whatfoever from without. 
The ruffians, without enterprifing any thing elfe, re­
tired in fa difgraceful a manner out of Pomerania, 
without having been able to mafter one place of 
ftrength, in either Brandenburg or Pomerania. But 
they deftroyed all the country as they paffed, with the 
moft favage fiercenefs. Nor were the ruffians the 
only enemy whic~ carried on an inglorious war againft 
his pruffian majefty ; the fwedes were driven back into 
their own territories, with great 10fs; and feveral of 
their important pofts taken, before they went into 
quarters of cantonment. About the time that the 
aufrrians retired into winter quarters, the french did 
the fame, without any moleftation from prince Ferdi-

nand j 
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nand; his army was too weak for offenfive-operations, 
and the feafon too far advanced: fo that the britifh 
troops were not employed in this campaign;. but 
they loft their leader, the duke of Marlborough, who 
died of a fever at Munfter, the 20th of october, 
contraCted by the fatigues of the campaign. The 
prince difpefed his troops in the moft advantageous 
manner, in the biihoprics of Munfter, Paderborn, 
and Hildefheim, and in the landgraviate of Heffe. 

Before I difmifs the affairs of his pruffian majefty, 
for this campaign, I muft take notice of the change 
which that monarch made in his conduCt, towards the 
uhfortunate electorate of Saxony. When £irf!: he en­
tered that country, at the beginning of the war, he 
declared, that he had no defign to make a conqueft 
of it, but only to hold it as a depofit in his hands for 
the fecurity of his own dominions, until he could 
compel his enemies to agree to reafonable terms of 
peace; but upon his return to Drefden, after having 
forced marfhal Daun once more to quit Saxony, he 
altered his refolution: he ordered his direCtory at war 
to fend a decree to the deputies of the eftates of the 
electorate, which, at the fame time that it enjoined 
them to deliver a certain quantity of flower and for­
age, fignified in exprefs terms; " That though the 
king of Pruffia had hitherto treated the electorate of 
Saxony as a country he had taken under his fpecial 
protection; the face of affairs was now changed in 
fuch a manner, that his majefty would confider it 
for the future, only as a conquered country, out of 
which he had driven his enemies, by force of arms." 
This declaration was no fooner publifhed, than the 
revenues of all the faxon minifters of confequence 
were fequeftered; and as the ruffians had feized in 
Pruffia, all the rents of the eftates in that country, 
belonging to pruffian officers, the fame was done by 
the king in Saxony, ill regard to the eftates of faxon 
officers in the ruffian fervice. His majefty alfo or-

dered 
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ordered feals to be put on the papers of 20 perrons 
of confequence belonging to th.e court of Drefden, 
who were, at the fame tim.e enjoined to fet Out for 
Warfaw, in 24 hours; i~ !hOft, the adminiftraticn 
of the government was thrown entirely into the hands 
of pruffians. It has been very juftly remarked on 
this; that as foon as the king of Pruffia had declared, 
that he confidered Saxony as a conquered country, 
the people had from that time a right to exprtt to be 
governed in fuch a manner as became a ju!l prince; 
more efpeciall y w hen the conqueror's affa irs are not 
in fuch a dangerous fituation, as to require a very ri­
gorous behaviour. \Vhen we confider the ufe which 
this monarch made of his conqutft; we are no longer 
dazzled by the heroic qmJirics of his mind. He 
continued to exaCt the moft [e,'ere contributions of 
the inhabitants; and in a manner very little becom­
ing a lawful fovereign. He not only furrounded the 
exchange with foldier), but confined the merchant. 
to narrow lodgings, on ftraw beds, and by the ex­
tremity of their fufferings obliged them to draw bills 
on their foreign correlpondents fer very large fums. 
Drefden had been quite exhaui1ed by fonner contri­
butions, and had even fufftred military execution long 
before: fa that but little excufe can be made for 
thefe unjuft and violent proceedings. What could 
be more unreafonable, more odious, or more cruel. 
than to retaliate on the unhappy taxons, fame parr of 
the excelfes commitred by the ruffians on his domi­
nions. Such a proceedillg is not confiftent with that 
greame[s of fiml which one would think !hould at­
tend fuch vaft abiLties , as are poffdred by his pruffian 
majefty. Eut let us review his aCtions this campaign, 
we !hall there fee his brighteft fide. 

In the laft campaign, he gained the moft refpJendent 
viB:ories; but in this he formed and executed the 
moil: ufeful defigns. The retreating out of Moravia 
in the face of a fupC'1-ior army, in that mail:erly man-

ner, 
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ner, in which it was executed; his rapid march ,to 
drive the ruffians from his dominions; his gaining the 
battle of Zorndorf, merely by his own prefence of 
mind; his marching from thence to relieve Saxony, 
when in the mean time, the aufhians over-run Sile­
fia; defeated at Hochkirchen, and yet acting as if he 
had been vitl:orious ; marfhalDaun's whole plan being to 
prevent his entering Silefia; he takes a gr~at compafs 
round all his forces, and marching unpurfued, in the 
fwifteft manner, raifes the liege of ~eifs, and clears 
all Silefia of his enemies; from one corner of his 
dominions, he flies to the other; Saxony is again in 
danger; above an hundred thoufand of his enemies 
b~fieging three great cities in it; they no fooner 
invade, than he refolves to refcue; from the extre­
mity of Silefia, he makes forced marches into Saxony, 
raifes the lieges of its capital, Leipfick and Torgau, 
drives the two armies of the auftrians and the empire 
entirely out of the electorate, and arrives triumphantly 
at Drefden; four armies, containing above two hun­
dred and fifty rhoufand men, endeavour to over­
whelm h:5 dominions, they are defeated, and drove 
back wirh difgrace; his terr:tories are cleared, and he 
keeps pOlleilion of Saxony itfdf. In !hort, whether 
we confider the rapid and vigorous marches, the art­
ful movements, and judicious choice of pofts, in par­
ticular, or the greatmanagemenr, the deep laidfchemes, 
or the ftudied and refii1ed conduct in general; we 
mufr certainly allow this campaign to dilplay on the 
part of that monarch, very grelt abilities, and gene­
i-alfhip; grez-ter than ever he had fhewn before. 

The fingular fituation of England guarded it from 
thofe terrible ravages of W:1r, which laid wafte the 
reft of Europe, confequendy we. can find but little 
for the fubject of a military hiitory there. Several 
fquadrons had been equipped, and failed in the win­
ter, but their operations were too minute to be com­
prehended in the narrow plan of this work. In par-

liament 
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liament, every thing went fmoothly; the voice of 
the minifter was that of the nation; the houfe of 
commons had granted his m~efty, for the war and 
other ufes, upwards of eleven millions fterling, in the 
courfe of the year *. Nothing could have enabled the 
kingdom t6 raife fuch immenfe fums, but the flour­
i!hing and extenfive commerce it enjoyed. This re­
ceived a great addition by the fuccefs which commo­
dore Keppel's fquadron met with on the coaft of 
Africa. 

Mr. Keppel, having been fent out from England, 
with a fmall fquadron of fhips, to attack Goree, 
came in fight of that place the 28th of December. 
The Dunkirk, the Naffau, the Torbay, and the FOil­
geaux anchored againft feveral batteries, on the ifiand 
of Goree, and at the fame time covered two bomb­
ketches by their fire. The action began with a fmart 
cannonade from the ifiand on the !hips, as they bore 
down, which was not returned, till they came ex­
tremely near, and then began a moft dreadful fire, 
which in a few hours filenced the french batteries; 
and made fuch a terrible havock among their garrifon, 
that M. de St. Jean furrendered the fortrefs and ifiand, 
with his garrifon, prifoners of war; in it was found 
110 pieces of cannon and mortars. 

The ifiand of Goree confifts of a low narrow piece 
of land, near cape Verd in Africa, Weft long. 17. 
40. lat. 15, in the river Senegal, about half a mile 
long, but very narrow. Though it is in the torrid 
zone, yet it enjoys a cool and temperate air almoft 
the year round; which is owing to the equality of the 
days and nights; and its being continually refrefhed 
by alternate breezes from the land and fea. M. de 
St. Jean had embelli!hed it with feveral fine buildings; 
and added fome fortifications to it. 

The conqueft of thefe fettlements on the coaft of 
Africa, were of inf1nite importance to the briti!h nation, 
and of near as much advantage to its commerce, as 

* Vide appendix. 
any 
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any of the numerous acquifitions we have made this 
war. France, by means of them, brought her fu­
gar iflands to that high pitch, which they arrived at 
before the war. 'The fugar trade, and that to the 
coaft of Africa, are fo blended together, that the for­
mer cannot fubfift without the latter, on account of 
the negroes brought from thence; the french, by 
means of their' fettletnents of Senegal and Goree, 
raifed the price of negroes upon-the englifh, on many 
parts of the coaft, from 6 and 71. per head to 20 and 
301. And, although this great rife in their price af­
fected the englifh Weft-indian trade fa very fenfibly, 
yet their own fuffered not the leaft by it, by reafon 
of their' extraordinary bounties, privileges and im­
munities, which the french government allows for 
the encouragement of their african commerce. The 
gum Senegal is another article of great confequence, 
which falls into the hands of the englifh, by this im­
portant conqueft. The african gum is exceeding ufe­
ful, in feveral french manufactures; fuch as their filks, 
and other fabricks, which require a gloffy luftre to 
recommend them to foreign nations; and this gum 
is no lefs ufeful in feveral englifh manufactures. So 
advantageous is it, that Mr. Poftlethwait * informs us, 
tha~ we have a recent inftance of two merchants in 
the city of London, who gained above 10,0001. by a 
loading of gum from Senegal, which they obtained 
in the year 1757, on this coaft; the firft coft of which 
cargo, on the outfet, did not amount to 10001. There 
are alfo feveral other very material articles of trade, 
which muft be chiefly in the hands of the poffeffors 
of thefe important fettlements. Gold duft, ivory, 
&c. are very beneficial trades; but the vaft advantage 
of the negroe trade is unbounded; the whole Weft­
indies muft depend greatly on thofe, for negroes, who 
poifefs Senegal and Goree. 

.. Importance of the african expedition confidered, p; 4. 
Never 
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Never was any year more glorious to Great Britain 

than 175-8. We have many times triumphed over 
France, perhaps with greater eclat; but never with 
fuch real advantage to the nation. Thofe conquetl:s: 
which promote our trade, and confequently our naval 
power, are the moft beneficial to us. The poifeffioll 
of Louifburg threw into our hands the whole cod­
fiiliery, by which France maintained yearly in time 
of peace, near 20,000 feamen, and tbe ptofits to that 
nation were calculated at upwards of a miUion fierl­
ing; fuch an article, I think, to englifhmen, can want 
no heightening. It is jufily agreed, that our navy 
depends in great meafure on our north american com­
merce; had the french been abJe to put thofe deep 
laid fchemes in execution, (which I have before treated 
of more fully) and which depended in a great mea­
fure, on the poffeffion of the forts Frontenac and dll 
~efne; our colonies would have been in the utmofi: 
danger. The conqueft of thofe fons broke the chain, 
with which they had 'confined us, within fuch very 
narrow bounds, and threw a great part of the furr 
trade into our hands. The conqueft of Senegal and 
Goree, as I have jufi: mentioned, deprived the french 
of thofe valuable branches of commerce, the negroes 
gum, gold dllft, and ivory. The expedition to the 
coaftof Franceconvinced all Europ~ that that kingdom 
was vulnerable, even at home; and the mifchief it 
did to their trade was very confiderabJe. Lall:ly, if 
we add the advantages gained in the Eaft-indies, by 
admiral Pocock, and the vall: fuccefs our iliipping met 
wi~h, in dell:roying the french com merce, by the cap­
ture of their merchant iliips and men of w,'.r, we may 
jufl.ly conclude, that there never was a year, wherein 
the forces of Britain were exerted in a more glorious 
or advantageous manner, than that of 1758. 

To what Can we attribute this vall: fuccefs, but to 
that union and har:mony which fubfifted in our coun­
cils? Did ever any former miniftry in England carry 

on 
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on ruth an extenfive war as the prefent, without hav­
ing a thong oppofition in parliament to ftruggle with 
at the fame time? The coalition of parties w,as the 
original caufe of our fuccefs ; had one miniftry been 
in power for a few months; and then another, whofe 
maxims were entirely oppofite to thofe of the formers 
in what a confufed manner muft the war have been 
carried on ? But the two parties united have triumphed 
o~er faCtion, ,perhaps more dangerous than the ene­
my; ,cheyhave employed the forces of their country 
to the beft advantage; the navy, that glory of Great 
Britain, ,has been exerted in the moft formidable man­
ner; and, what is unufuaJ, we have ~t the fame time, 
been equally viCtorious at land. They fent a britifh 
army to Germany, and at the fame time another to 
to the coaft of France, without in the leaft negleCting 
the marine. In iliort, Britain, this year found herfelf 

, alike victoriolls in every quarter of the world. 
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Situation ~r the belligerent powers at the op}1izng of the 
year 1759.' State of the 4ffairs of his prujJian md­
jefty. Of the emprefs queen. Of the .emprefs of Ruf 
jia. Of the republic of Holland., Cafe of the dutch 
Jhips conjidered. Affairs .in England. 'In Frdnce. 
Expedition to the Weft-indies, under HopJon and Moore. 
Unfuccefsful attack on Martinico. BaJ!e 'I'erre in GuP­
daloupe deftroyed. 'I'he forces land. BaJ!e 'I'erre taken. 
General Hop Jon dies. Grande crerre conquered. 'I'be 
ifland capitulates. Remarks on its importance. 

T HE events of the year 1758, convinced all the. 
belligerent powers of Europe, that the fortune 

of the war was not to be obtained by anyone victqry, 
however confiderable; but would be won by thofe 
w hofe refources 'enabled them to fuftain the horrors 
of it longer than their enemies. It was plain, at 
the conclufion of the laft year, that that general, 
whofe genius furniihed him with the greateft refources, 
was mof!: likdy ~o prove, in the end, victorious. It 
was really aftonilhing to fee fo many great victories 
gained by the pruflian troops, without being abJe to 
procure a fafe peace; when many of them would in 
former times, have' been fufficient to transfer the ,em­
pire of the world from one faction to another. 

Nor was it lefs furprifing, that the three campaigns, 
wherein the king of Pruffia had met with. fuch great 
fuccefs, did not exhauft him more. Thofe fucceffes, 
great as they were, often times were dearly purchafed ; 
and befides thefe, he had met with fome checks ; part 
of his dominions had been pom~jrcd by his enemies; 

the 
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the kingdom of Prufiia was in the hands or the rum..: 
ans, part of his weftphalian territories in thofe of the 
french. Many of his greateft generals were dead; 
and great part of thofe brave veterans, who had per­
formed [uch unparralleled aCtions under him, at th~ 
beginning of the war- were no . more: add to this 
his coffers, which had been fo long a filling were 
drained. But yet, for all this mtl,'nc:hoiy catalogue~ 
his prufiiah majefty was far from being ,=xh2.ufted~ 
at the clofe of the laft campaign. Had that b:·-n 
his fituation, 1et me aikthe intelligent reader, \vhe­
ther he would have been able to drive fuch formid­
able and numerous enemies out of his german domi­
nions. At that period, he entirely poffetTed the.elec­
torate of Brandenburg, Pomerania, SileGa, l\;bgdeJ­
burg, and Halberftadt of his own dominions, Saxo­
ny, part of Mecklingburgh, and part of fwediih Po­
merania of his enemy's; add to this, he frill received 
a fllbfidy of 670,0001. fterling, from Great Britain; 
add alfo thofe great re[ollrces which he found in his 
own fuperior genius; and in the abilities of his bro­
ther Henry, feronded by,a long lift of able generals, 
who frill remained to command his armies. Thde 
advantages enabled him to finifh the lail: tampaign 
in fo glorious a manner, and to prepare with the ne­
cetTary vigor for opening the approaching one. 

The emprefs queen, during the courfe of the war, 
had met with much greater fhocks than the king of 
Prufiia; and the ,'Val' felt equally heavy on her: but 
the refources of her power, as they are more natural 
than thofe of her enemy, fo they ate the more vifible to 
the reft of Europe. Her immenfe territories; n1J.ny 
bf them equally fruitful and populous, erv.bkd her 
to recruit all her 10tTes. It mnft be a very long war 
that would entirely exhauft the houfe of Auftria; her 
dominions are of furh an immenfe extent; the fub­
jeCl: fo llfed to fupply free quarter and endure military 
licence; her fubjects [0 numerous, fo hardy, and 
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make fuch good foldiers; that it is not to be won­
dered at, that the emprefs queen was able to recruit 
her armies, on every thock they received: In fact, 
marfhal Daun, very early in the new year found that 
he fhould be at the head of an army as formidable 
as ever. 

The emprefs of Ruffia was drawn into the war by 
the envy which the always had to her formidable rival 
in the north, the king of Pruffia. Never did any 
power enter into a war upon more unjuft motives 
than the court of Peterfburg! It was meer envy of 
the riling greatnefs of the pruman monarch. But as 
1he had engaged, fhe refolved to perfevere. The 'ex­
pence of the war fell more heavy on her enemy and 
the republic of Poland, than it did on herfelf; and, 
as it was an opportunity of forming her troops to fer­
vice, fhe refolved to continue in. her prefent fyftem. 
The britifh minUter made the greateft efforts to de­
tach her from her alliance; but all his endeavours 
w'ere vain; the court of Peterfburg, notwithftand­
ing the bad fuccefs it had hitherto met with, conti­
nued refolutely bent on the ruin of the king of 
Pruffia. 

Holland, during the greateft part of the preceding 
year, had been filled with nothing but remonftrances, 
memorials, and complaints, concerning the capture of 
her merchant fhips by the engliih men of war and 
privateers. France, foon after their !,hips were feized 
by the englifh, at the beginning of the war, finding 
that, their trade would oe entirely ruined; endeavour­
ed to obviate that ihoke by her policy. She took 
off the tax of 50 fous per ton, which fhe always 
chufes to keep On foreign freight age : fhe opened even 
her american ports, and admitted other countries to 
that choice part of her commerce, which by her 
maritime regulations, fhe hath at other times fo ftria­
Iy kept to herfelf. Neutral nations feized at once on 
the advantage, and opened to the enemy new channels 

for 
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for the conveyance 6f thofe riches, by which the war 
was to be nurfed and protracted : Under the banner 
of friendfuip they thus ferved the caufe of the ad. 
verfary, whofe wealth fecured by that protection would 
have paffed fate and unmolefred through the englilh 
fleets. Britain refolved, th:1i: her naval power fhould 
not be rendered ufelefs, and feized on the property 
of her enemy, which !he found on board neutral 
fhips *. 

The dutch were moftly concerned in this contraband 
trade; and they made terrible clamours at thl" rap. 
ture of their fhips. The merchants of the foincipal 
ci~ies in Holland prefented feveral memorials to the 
fta~es general for redrefs of their grievances, offering 
to arm themfelves and protect their trade. The fr~tes 
remonftrated to the court of Great Britain againft 
this proceeding, but they met with a very cold re. 
ception. In fact, their claim was founded neither on 
the law of nations, nor on that of nature. 

Holland, whenever fhe was engaged in war, almofr 
conftantly purfued the fame conduct: fhe fometimes 
even prohibited the commerce of neutral nations, be­
yond all juftice and moderation. In the year t 1599, 
when the government of Spain firfr prohibited the fub­
jects of the united provinces, from trading to the ports 
of that kingdom, a liberty, which had unaccountably 
been allowed them, from the commencem~nt of their 
revolt to that period; the flates general in revenge, 
'publilhed a placart, forbidding the people of all na· 
tions to carry any kind of merchandife into Spain. It 
is declared in the 41 ft article of the treaty of 1674, 
between Great Britain and Holland, and aifo in every 
other commercial treaty, " That all goods are con· 
traband, which are carried to places blockaded or in-

• Difcourfe on the condutl; of the government of Great Britain, 

p. 6., .. h·4 • l'b .. t Grotl~ h~onarum, 1 • o. 
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vefl:ed/~ , To /hew what opinion the dutch had of it 
naval blockade in 1630 *, when they pretended to 
have blockaded up all the ccait of Flanders, and 
openly: av.ow~d, tha,t they would take and condemn al\ 
neutral {hips, which had the moft· diftant appear,,:, 
anc~ of being bound to the ports of that country, 
lri 1689 t, they aIfo declared publicly, to neutral na­
tions, that they defigned to block up all the ports of 
J<rance. Now a blockade may be confidered as com,,:, 
plete. by fea as la:nd; and were not the french weft­
indian Wands as completely blockaded, as it was pof­
EbIe for the dutch to blockade the ports of France? 
And much more; their diftrefs and famine, for want 
of a communication with their mother country, fully 
declare, that they were inverted. But befides thefe 
feveral.eafons, I could produce many others founded 
intire1y on the letter of the treaties fubfifting between 
Great Britain and Holland, to lhew that they have 
not the Ieaft right to carry the property of the enel11Y 
in tlieirfhips ; but the bounds of this work will not 
permit me to be more particular; I mJ.lft refer the 
yeader to a very ingenious work, which canvatfes the 
affair to the very bottom, entitled, " A difcourfe on 
~, the condutt of Great Britain, in refpett to neutral 
~, nations.'~ . 
, If we turn our eyes towards England, and com­
pare the ftate of that nation at this period, with the. 
ftate it was formerly in, during the war, we lhall find 
that the very maxims of government were changed; 
the confiitution wore a difff'rent face. That unprece­
dented union, \,rhich reigned in both houfes of parlia­
ment, enabled the miniftry, who lived in the greateft 
harmony with one another, to concert thofe great plans 
pf actions againfr the enem y, and by their penetrl\­
i~on in the choice of commanders to enfure their . '. . , . 

'.~ Convention between Enghnd ;;nd Holland, 1689. 
t Placan of jU"~ 26, 1630' 
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fuccefs. France, during the year, had every day 
found the power of the englifh in America. to eX~~t 
itfelf more. and more: it had been like an almoa 
fmothered flame, which, when it broke thiough the 
fmoke that had covered it, blazed forth with r.enewed 
violence. . Thofe fbocks, fo fatal to the traoe of 
France, which the had received in Amer;ca that year, 
had convinced her, that it would never be pOllible'to 
retrieve thofe loffes, by her operations in that part of 
the world. Her great efforts muft be made in Europe. 
Hanover was her aim on the continent, if fbe could 
keep poffeffion of that eleCtorate till a peace, the 
doubted not of being able to conclude an advanta­
geous one. But to effect this, it required that their 
army in Germany fhould be recruited, and reinforced, 
that the fubfidies which had been paid to Sweden, Au­
ftria,o and Ruffia, thould b~ regularly continued; that 
the king of Pruffia might gain no refpit. Nor was 
,the plan which France determined to purfue, confined 
to Germany, fhe refolved to fet about in real e"'.melt, 
invading Great Britain; for this end,immenfe prep.l­
rations were)o made in feveral of the ports of tnat 
kingdom: by this means, the peace did not del:c1Q 
on a fingle fiake, they had two fchemes, and it ei­
ther of them fLlcceeded, their defign would be entOIL:ly 
anfwered. But all thefe great points could not be 
put in execution, without great funds. It was the 
misfortune of the french nation at this time, to be 
governed by a weak and divided minitt,·y, and a 
ravenous miftrefs, who fleeced the kingdom of im~ 
menfe [urns every year. The ddhuttion of their 
trade made money very {carc:", and the necefIities of 
the !tare being urgent, they were obliged to adopt a 
new plan of raifing the revenue. Moreover Silho;:,1Jte 
was made comroller of the finances; and heim:!le­
diately removed the farmers of the revenue from 
finding the fuppli~s ; and new methods were devifed 
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for railing money; but the great want 6f it inll ap_ 
peared; thefe were only temporary expedients. 

But as the face of affairs in England was fo much 
changed, fo thefe fchemes of her enemies no longe; 
had that effect which ufed to attend them. At the fame 
time that an army was maintained in Germany, and 
fuch numerous forces were kept in att:ion, in America, 
the Eaft and Weft indies, Britain, by the good con­
dua of her government, was enabled to guard' againft 
any attempt that France might make to invade her. 
The militia act, fo well known, had armed fevetal 
thoufand men for the defence of the kin g.ao·m , , the 
regular troops were augmenting both in number and 
fpecies; and for the firft time we faw light horfe and 
infantry. Our navy was more formidab~e than ever, 
and feveral fquadrons were generally blocking up the 
ports of France, and cruifing on their trade, whilft 
others were carrying deftruction to the french colo .. 
nies in every part of the world. In this fituation, 
Britain had little to fear at this period, from the de­
figns which that nation had formed to invade her. 

One of the moft confiderable .expeditions that' was 
undertaken by the englifh miniftry, in the beginning 
of the new year againft France, was that to the Weft­
indies. About the latter end of october 1758, com­
modore Hughes, with a fquadron of eight fhips of 
the line, a frigate, and four bombs, with fixty tranf .. 
fports, fet fail from Spithead, having on board the 
following regiments, the old buffs, Duroure's, Elliot's, 
Barrington's, Warron's, and Armiger's, with a de .. 
tachment from the artillery at Woolwich; 8GO ma­
rines were alfo diftributed on board the men of war. 
The general officers employed were, major general 
Hopfon, commander in chief; major general Bar~ 
rington; colonels Armiger, and Haldane; and lieu~ 
tenant colonels Trapaud and Clavering, brigadiers. 
The 3d of january, 1759, they came to an anchor 
in Carlifie bay, in the ifiand of Barbadoes. Commo-
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dore Moore~ who was lying in that bay, with an~ 
ther fmall [quadran, nook upon himfelf the command 
of the united fleet. Having watered at Barbadoes, 
they fet fail from thence january 13th, their armament 
Ilot exceeding 5000 men complete olI<. 

The grand object of this expedition was the ifland 
of Marcinico, the firft of the french fugar iilands-, 
the feat of the government, and the center of all the 
trade wh4;h France carries on with the Weft-indies: 
It is very ftrong both by nature and art. The !hore 
on every ftde indented with very deep bay£ ; the many 
~nds round the ifl~nd which are to be feen only at 
low water3 r€ncier an approach very dangerous with­
out good pilots, It is very fruitful, well cultivated, 
and watered, abo,unding with plantations and villages 
along the rea eoaft. :port Royal is the principal place 
in the ifland, which is confiderable for its fize, trade, 
and ilreng,th. s.t. Pierre is the fecond town which 
is of near as much confequence as Port Royi41. The 
french had at this time a good number of regular 
forces here ~ befides a numerOllS and well armed mi­
litia, alid not contemptible for their difcipline. 

The 15th of jl1nuaiy, the troops were landed with­
out ,ol'pofi,tion, on the we.fi: fide of :port Royal har-

• ,ShillS that ~ompo(ed the fquadron. 

Line of battle. 
Ships,. Guns. Men. Captains. 

Berwick 64 488 Harman. 
Winchefter So 350 Le Cra[s. 
Rippon 60 430 Jehkyll. 
Briftol 50 350 Leflie. 
Norfolk 74, 6po Hughes. 
Cambridge 80 667 Burnet. 
St. George 90 750 Gayton. 
Panther 60 420 Schuldham. 
Lyon 60 400 TrelawneY. 
;Burford 64 520 Gambier. 

four frigates, four bombs, ~d lixty tranfports. 
bour, 
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bour, after the men of war had driven the french' 
from their qatteries and intrenchments ;' they had fre­
quent fkirmifhes with the enemy,_ but thefe did'not 
prove fo great an obftruCiion to the fuccefs of the 
troops, as the nature of tlie country. A multitude of 
deep ftreams of water, inc10fed by fteep and almoft 
perpendicular precipices, proved a great obftacle to 
the march of the troops; the roads broken up, and 
they had five miles to march before they could g;t 
·to Port Royal. General Hopfon, finding thefe diffi-
culties unfurmountable, fent on board the Cambridge, 
to acquaint the commodore, that he found it impoffi­
ble to maintain his ground, unlefs the fquadron could 
give him affiftance, by landing fome heavy cannon, 
&c. at the favanna, near the town of Port Royal, or 
that the commodore would attack the citadel in the 
bay, at the fame time that he did it on the fhore. A 
council of war having judged this to be impracti-, 
cable, the general gave orders for the troops to r~tire, 
and they were re-em barked on the 17th.. One can­
not help obferving ia the account-of this tranfaction, 
which was publifhed in the Gazette, and which I 
apprehend was extracted chiefly from the commodore's 
l€tters, that there did not feem to be fo perfect a har" 
mony between the general and the commodore as is 
always neceffary in fuch expeditions as thGfe, and on 
which their fuccefs entirely depends .. 

The next day the general acquainted the co01 mo­
dore, that the council of war was of opinion, it wOl,lld 
be mof!: for his majefry's fervice to go .~o fort St. 
Pierre with the troops, in order to make an attack 
upon that place, and that no time fhould be loft., It 
was hoped that more might be done there; and ac­
cordingly the fleet came' in fight of that town the 
19th; forty merchantmeQ. were then lying in .,the bay, 
and the commodore ordered two bombs to fail in near 
enough to do the prOper execution; he fent a man 
pf war iQ to fo~md, <l,nd ordered the Rippor to filence 
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11 battery, about a mile and a half north of the town; 
;lind threw out a fignal for the tranfports to comt 
under his ftern. All thefe difpofitions feemed as if 
thf! attack was refolved on; and in faa:, the commo­
dore had affured the general, that he could deftroy 
the town of St. Pierre, and put the troops in poffef­
flOn of it; but as the fquadron might be confiderably 
damaged in the attack, and the whole armament un­
able after it to proceed on any other material fervice, 
he reprefented to the general, that it would be better 
to proceed to the town of Baffe Terre, in the Wand 
of Guadaloupe. The general concurring in this opi­
nion, the bombs were forbid to play, the founding 
1hip recalled; and to the aftoni!hment of every body, 
the merchantmen were left without any attack being 
made on them; as it was the opinion of feveral offi­
~ers, that they might have been, at leaft deftroyed 
without damaging the !hips, fa much as to difenable 
them from proceeding on their fervice. But it looks 

. as if the commodore had forgot he had ordered the 
Rippon to engage a battery; that fhip proceeded 
down to her ftation, and in a few minutes filenced 
jt; but before ihe could difengage herfe]f~ four 
batteries more were opened, to play on the ihip, which 
damaged her mail:s, fails, and rigging very much, 
and the captain obferving the commodore above two 
leagues aitern of him, with the reft of the fieet, and 
no ihips but his own in the harbour, nor any coming 
to his affiftance, conclucieu th9.t the attack was laid 
afide,. aqd his own !hip being in great danger, ordered 
his boats to be manl,1ed, and towed heron. 

Purfuant to the refolution agreed on at the council 
of war, to attack vljadaloupe, the fquadron itt fail, 
and arrived off the town of BatTe Terre, the 23d of 
january; they found the J?b;:-e very formidably forti~ 
'ped towards the lea, as thl~ enemy had ralfed feveral 
batteries at all the conVC\il~nt places· along the !hore; 
~l)d. the c!tad~l, was thQL1L~:-'~ bY~'lh.::,,:l. Cunr.ingham9 
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. the chief engineer, on account of its great height to 
be impregnable to the {hips, but in this opinion he 
proved miftaken. The fame day the commodore Of­

dered the attack to be made in the following difpo­
fition: the St. George, Norfolk, and Cambridge to 
lay along fide the citadel, mounting 47 guns; the 
Lyon, a battery qf nine guns; the Panther and Bur­
ford, a battery of 12 guns; the Berwick, a battery 
of feven guns; and the Rippon another of 6 guns. 
He ordered them to filence, if pollible, their refpec­
tive batteries, and to lie- by them till further orders; 
having fhiftedhis broad pendant from the Cambridge, 
and hoifted it on board the Woolwich of 40 guns. 
The fuips having all taken their ftations, the can­
nonade began at nine <lclock, and continued with the 
moO: unremitting fury till night; as foon as the fe­
veral patteries were filenced, the four bombs frood 
in for the lliore, and threw fhells and carcaffes into 
the town. The hOlifes and churches were every where 
foon in flames, the magazines of powder blown about 
the enemies ears, and the whole about ten o'clock 
blazed out in one general conflagration. It burned 
all night, and the following day; when it was almoft 
totally reduced to allies. The 10fs was immenfe, 
from the number of wilrehoufes in the town, full of 
rum, and other rich, but combuftible materials. It 
is furprifing that the [quadron fuould fuffer fo little 
as it did, in fuftaining fuch a terrible cannonade. 

The 24th, the troops landed without oppofition, 
and took pofi'effion of the town and citadel of Baffe 
Terre; the fire frill continuing in the former. M. 
d'Eftreil, the governor, behaved very daftardJy; in­
ftead of exerting himfelf in the time of danger, vi­
fiting the feveral engaged batteries, and by his pre­
fence infpiring his people with redoubled ardor; he 
retired to a plantation out of gun-fhot, and remained 
an inactive fpeCl:ator of the deftruCl:ion of the day. 
Had he atl:ed as becll.me a. brave man, fighting for 

his 
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his honour and his country, he would the next mora­
ing have taken precautions- to prevent the landing ci. 
the troops, who had a" difficult fhore, to deal with, 
attended with a violent furff from the fea, and de­
fended by entrenchments and lines every where throwll 
up. But this pretended fonof Mars, retired with 
his troops to a rifing ground, about fix miles from 
Balfe Terre, where he ftrongly intrenched himfelf, 
the fituation being very thong by nature. The 
afcent to it was very fteep. The road from the 
camp of the engliih troops, interrupted by broken 
rocks; and the ground interfeCted by a variety of 
gullies, very difficult to pafs; all which rendered an 
attack on it very hazardous. While the governor 
remained in this fituation, ,general Hopfon and com­
modore Moore fent him an offer of terms; but he 
returned them a very gallant anfwer, which would 
have done him honour, had it fucceeded as gallant 
behaviour. 

The latter end of the month was employed in fcour­
ing the country; and as the enemy in fmall parties 
were continually laying ambufcades among the fugar 
canes ; orders were given to fet them on fire, which 
was very foon executed. And commodore Moore 
confidered, that the eafternpart of the ifiand, called 
Grand Terre, which is the moft fertile of the whole, 
might be attacked with advantage, if the fort Louis 
was taken; refolved to detach fome men of war 
from the fquadran for that purpofe; accordingly the 
Berwick, with three frigates, three tenders, and two 
bombs, failed the 6th of february, and the 13th at­
tacked the fort and the batteries near it; when, after a 
fevere cannonade, which lafted fix hours, a large de­
,tachment of marines, and the highlanders, landed, 
who drove the enemy from their intrenchments, and 
hoifted the engliih colours at the fort. 

General Hopfon died at the camp near Balfe Terre 
the 27th, and the command Qf the army then de­
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volved on major general Barrington, who on th~ d1: 
of march, brought off all the troops, re-imbarking 
them on board the tranfports by the break of'day, 
leaving colonel Deibri(ay in the citadel, with Wat~ 
fon~s regiment, and a detachment from the artillery. 
It-was the general's fcheme to make the attack qn the 
fide of Grande Terre; accordingly the ~ommodore 
with the fleet failed. It was the I I th before the fleet 
came to an anchor off fort Louis. It was here that 
Mr. Moore received intelligence, that Monf. Bom­
part, with a fquadron of eight fail of the line, and 
three frigates, with a reinforcement of troops, was 
arrived at Port Royal in Martinico. The commo­
dore directly perceived, that the french fquadron 
might be able to throw in fuccours into Grand Terret 
if he attempted it, without his being able to pre­
vent it, as the fquadron then lay; he took are ... 
folution to fail immediately to prince Rupert's 
bay, in Dominica, as he fuould there have it more iIi 
his power to proteCt Guadaloupe. The privateers of 
the french took advantage of this movement; and 
above eleven weeks, while the two fqildrons were 
watching one another in the two bays; they failed 
out, and took above 90 fail of englifh merchantmen, 
and carried them into Martinico. Thefe captures oc~ 
cafioned heavy complaints from the britifh ifiands; . 
for they faid, (and I believe, with a good deal of rea" 
fon) it was equally practicable for the englifh fqua­
dron to have anchored at Port Royal, as at prince 
Rupert's bay; by which, two ends might have been 
anfwered, the french men of war could not have got 
out, nor the privateer prizes have got in, and of 
courfe the latter muft have been fe-taken; no other 
harbour being then open to them except St. Pierre's 
or Granada, either of which, was at that time to be 
blockaded by a fingle frigate *. Had Mr. Moore 

III Vide capt. Gardener's account of this e;:pedition, p. 42. 
made 
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W!ade his appearance off Port Royal, M. du Bompart 
mUf!: have been reduced t6 the alternative of fighting 
a [uperior force, or of retiring behind the citadel into 
the carenage to avoid it. 

General Barrington took all the precaution in his 
power to ftrengthen the fort at St. Louis; and, find­
ing that the war in the ifiand, was not to be profecuted 

, with all the troops in a body; he detached colonel 
,Crump, with 600 men, in fome of the tranfports. to 
-endeavour to land between the towns of St. Anne, 
and St. Franc;:ois; colonel Crump executed this with 
the greateft bravery, deftroying the batteries of can­
non which the enemies had raifed there. And as the 
general expected, that the enemy would weaken a 
ftrong poft they had at Gofier, to reinforce St. Anne's 
and St. . Fran'rois, he went with another detachment 
and made himfelf mafier of it. 

In the mean time, colonel Defbrifay *, who was left 
governor of the citadel of Baile Terre, 10ft his lite 
by an unfortunate accident. A cannon being fired 
too near a powder magazine, the return of the wad­
ding blew it up, and with it the governor, major 
Trollop, a lieutenant, and feveral men. Major Mel-

'* Lieutenant colonel' Defbrifay, was captain of foot at the bat­
tle of Val, near Mafiricht, in '747; heing wounded, and ly­
ing on the ground, a french oelcer, contrary to the rules of war, 
and every generous fentiment ran him through, which unmanly ex­
ample was immediately followed by the party he commanded, all 
of them planting their bayonets in his body. He received J 5 
wounds, and eight of them were judged mortal. He was after­
wards in company with marfhal Saxe. whofe politenefs in war was 
fa well known, and who prc{[ed him firongly to declare, who the 
officer was, that had u[ed him in fo bafe a manner; threatening to 
difgrace him, at the head of the regiment; but Defbrifay, though 
well acquainted with his name, the commiffion he bore, and the 
corps he ferved in, had fo much greatnc[s of mind as to decline it ; 
he contented himfelf with letting his excellency know, that he 
was not a firanger to his perron, but begged he would excufe him, 
from being obliged to point him out. . 
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viI was a,ppointed by the :general to .fucceed him ,in the 
government of the citadel. 

The moft confiderable force the enemy had'- -w •• 
collected on the mountain called Dos d'Afne. It isa 
~poft 'of great ftrength and importance, as it .forms 
theoIily communication there is between the town ,0£ 
BaifeTerre.and the capes Terre, thepleafanteft a~ 
moft fruitful ,part of the lifiand. It was not juqged 
practicable to break into it this way; and ,all ,the ,reft 
of the ,Balfe Terre part of the Wand was in ~he ene .. 
mies potfeffion. The 'general therefore formed a 
plan to furprife the towns of ,Petit Eourge, St. MJ .. 
ry's, and Guogave ; but the fuceefs of this:prqject, 
,though well concerted, was, thr.oqgh'the darknefs of 
the -night, the roughnefs of the weather, and theig­
Iloranceand fear of the :n~groes, who wereguid~J 
entirely fruftrated. This obliged general BarringtQl1 
to a~tempt that by force, which could not be ~ffetted 
upon a fafer plan; but as he was then laid up with a. 
fevere fit of the gout, he fent brigadier Clavering 
and Crump to reconnoitre the co aft near ArnoviUe, 
and upon their report, rent them with 1400 !Den to 
land there, which they -effected the 12th of april. 
The enemy made no oppofition to Mr. Clavering's 
landing, but as his troops advanced, retired to very 
fhong intrenchments behi.nd the river Ie Corne. Tnis 
poft was to them of the utmoft importance, as it 'co­
vered the whole country to the bay Mahaut, where 
their provifions and fupplies of all forts were landed 
from St. Euftatia, and therefore they had very eady 
taken poffeffion of it, and had fpared no pains to 
ftrengthen it, though the fituation was fuch, as re­
quired very little affiftance from art. The river was 
only acceffible at two narrow paifes,on acc;:ount of a 
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Ii very deep morafs; and thofe places they had occu­
pied with a redoubt, and well pallifadoed intrench­
ments, defended with cannon, and all the militia of 
that part of the country. The englifh could only ap­
proach them in a very narrow contracted front, no 
wider than the roads through which they marched; 
and thefe were defended with deep and broad ditches. 
The artillery, confifting of fix pieces of cannon, kept 
a conftant fire on their intrenchments, to cover the 
awick made by Duroure's regiment, and the high­
landers, who behaved with the greateft coolnefs and 
refolution, keeping up, as they ad vanced, a regular 
platoon firing. This behaviour fo intimidated the 
enemy, that they abandoned the firft intrenchment on 
the left. Into which the highlanders threw themfelves:o 
with part of Duroure's regiment, f.Nord in hand, and 
purfued the enemy into the redoubt. The french ftill 
kept their ground in their intrenchments on the right, 
but on being attacked they fled, and 70 of them were 
made prifoners. 

As foon as the ditches were filled up for the paffage 
of the artillery, 'Mr. Clavering marched towards Petit 
Bourg; in his way, he was to crofs the river Lizard; 
behind which, at the only ford, the enemy had thrown 
up very ftrong intrenchments, protected by four pieces 
of cannon, on a hill behind them. The brigadier 
having reconnoitred the river, found it would coft him 
very dear to force a paffage at the ford. He therefore 
kept up the attention of the enemy, by firing all night 
in their lines; during which time, he got a couple of 
canoes conveyed about a mile and an half down the 
river, where, being launched, a fufficient number of 
men were ferried over, to attack them in flank, while 
the remainder did the fame in front; bur the enemy 
foon perceived their danger, and left the intrenchments 
with the greateft precipitation. 

9- Z When 
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Wl1en the brigadier arrived at:Petit Bourg;('~ 

fou'nd it fortified with lines, and a redoubt filled wHY!. 
cannon; but the enemy abandoned it and the pe)r:t to 
tbe conquerors. On the 15th, brigadier Crump was 
deta:ciled with 700 men to the bay Mah~ut;he' foun'd 
the' batteries ahd the town ab'andoned. 'Thefe he 
burnt, with an immenfe quantity of provifions thai:: 
had been landed there by the dutch, and redu.ced the 
whole country as far as Petit Bourg.' The fame day, 
Me Clavering detached capt. Steel with 100 men to 
Guogave, to deftrt:>y a battery there: the pani~ \of 
the enemy was ftlch, that they only difcharged: their 
cannon at him, and deferted a poft that might have 
been maintained againit an army. He na~led: up 
{even pieces of cannon, and returned the fame 
evening. 

In the mean time, the french were drawing all theit 
force to St. Mary's, to oppore the engli1b, and had 
thrown up intrenchments to ftrengthen the poft. The 
brigadier immediately formed a defign to get into 
their rear, by roads which the enemy thoughf),m­
practicable; but they, perceiving his defign, made a. 
movement to oppofe hiin, which made. himref'Olve, 
without further delay, to attackthern directly in front, 
and it was accordingly executed with the greateft vi­
"aciry, notwithftanding the conitanc firing, both ~f 
their cannon and. mufl<:etry. They abandoned all thelr 
artillery, and fled in fuch confunon, that they never 
afterwards appeared before the 'brigadier. He took 
uphi~ quarters at St Mary'S, and the' next day ente~­
ed Grande Ter,re, Which, is the richefl and moft beautI­
ful' P\irt of this, . or any ifland in :the \Veft-lndies. No 
Ids than 870 negroes,' belonging ta one man only, 
furrendered that·day. .,,' . '.. . 

The goverricr'of the i£1and, findi'ng himfdf (overy 
dore pre!.Tcd on all fide~, fent a flag of truce to ge­
neral B.lrrin,gton, to demand a cdfation of arms, and 

to 
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to know what terms he would grant. On the firfr )of 
may the capitulation was fign<;d,; t,heir po1ft;ffions. 
and their civil apd religious lipe(t~~: were gt~l}.il\:d 
them.* (,f;;;;' 

The capitl,llatidnwas hardly £gned, when the fr.ench 
fquadron, under monr. Bompart" appeared before the 
ifland, and landed at, St. 4nne's, in the,Grande Terre; 

.. Extratl:' from the capitulation, pe~we~n, the gQverl\or and; the 
'engliih general. ' , ' , ' , , , . 

It The gar-rifon Ibdl1 ee rent to Ma.rtiruco. " 
-,J VI. ,All t'he officerswh,o have eHates-in the col{)ny {except the 
governor, unl~fs the king permit-s him:} /hall' be allowed to appoint 
attorniedo aClforth"m until" the p,ellce; ,and if the illand is not 
then ceded, they thall have le'ave to feU their e1lates, and c,ury oiF 
the produce. -

'Between the inhabitants, the ehgliih general, and commodote. 

III. The inhabitants are allowed the free and public exercife of 
their r.cligion; the priells and religi{)u9 ,/hall be preferved' in their 
,pari'fues, conventsJ and all other poJfeffions . 
. V. 'rhe inhabit'ants are allOwed their civil government, th~ir 

laws, culloms, and ordinanccq jUitice to be auminiilred by lh<:: 
fame per(ons nowin office; but when any vacancies han~n, the',' 
are to,be filkd up by the fuperior coullcil, and rec,ci\'e their com .. 
miffipns from his britanllic majefty, If the Wand is ceded to the 
king 9f Great.Britain, the inhabitants /hall have their choice, ei­
ther to keep' their own political government, or to accept that which 
ile(l~blifhed at Antigua. and St. Chrillopher's. 

VlI. If the i1Iand is ceded to his britannic majefiy at the peace, 
it is to be {ubjeCl to, tht: fame duties and impofis, as tqe other englifh 
leeward iUands the moll favoured: 
; XI. No other but the inhabitants reliding in the il1and, !hall 

poff,,{s any lands or houfes before a peace; but it is ceded to the 
king of Great H.r.icain, then. the inhabitants thall be permitted, if 
they. ~hufe it, to fell thei~ poffeffions (but to none betides... [ubjects 
of Great Britain) and reti':e where they pleafe. 

XXI. The Inhabitants 'and merchants of this ifland, included in 
theprefent capitul:uion,' {ball enjoy all the privileges of trade, and 
upon the fame conditions as are granted to his biitannic majel1:y'~ 
{ubjeCls, throughout the extent of his domi~ioDs • but without af­
feCling the privileges of particular companirrs in England, or thl! 
laws of the kingdom, which prohibit the carrylng on of trade in. 
any other than engli/ll: bottoms. 
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the general of the french Carribbes, with a relnfbrce .. ' 
meoc, fromM~rtinico of 600 regtif~r~;"2ooo-lnie~ 
neers, and 2000 ftanc1 of [pare armS' fot the inhabiOi 
rants, with artillery and mortars: had this fupport 
ar~ived an hour fooner, the conqueft of the iOand 
muft at leaft have been very difficult, if hot impof~ 
fibk. As foon ;IS he heard' that the capitulation WitS 
figned, he ~e-embarkedagain. , 
- On the figning of the artic1es J of capitulation, the 

inhabitants quitted the Dos d'Afne, and returned 
. to their plantations and houfes; they began alfoto 
repair the ruins of Baffe Terre; where, foon· after 
.fbops were opened, and the produce of the country 
fold as ufual, unmolefted by the troops in camp or 
garriron, general Batrington caufing the ftritl:eft dif­
cipline to be obferved. 

The conquen of the fmall ifland of Marigalante, o~ 
the 26th, and thofe of Defeada, Santos, and Petirz 
Terre, completed the bufiriefs of the 'expedition; they 
furrendered on the fame terms as Guadaloupe. So that. 
now the french have no fOoting on the leewardiOands, 
Thus was this valuable ifiand reduced under fubjetl:iori 
to the britifh crown, by the bravery of the land forces 
employed in the expedition. It was very odd to find 
how feverelv our Weft-India trade fuff-ered from the 
privat~ers of th~ enemy, while commodore Moor-day 
with a fuperior [quadron in thofe feas. Monf. Born': 
part was generally very near the englifh; fquadron, and 
effectually protected the french trade. " . 

Gaudaloupe lies in lat. 16° 6/, long. 62°. and 
is about ~o leagues in compafs; divldedinto two" 
parts by a channel, no where above 300 feet over; 
the one called Grande Terre, and' the other. Baffe 
Terre. Its chief produce is fugar, cotton, indigo., 
coffee, ginger, tobacco, caffia, . bananas; pine aFf"" 
pIes, rice, maize, mandioca, arid potatoes. The air 
is very clear 'and wholefome, and not fo ,hot as in 
rvlartillico. Grande Terre is deftitute of water, and 

\' I.' pot 



( 357 ) 
not thoroughly ~ultivi1ted; but the Cilfe. is the very 
reverfe 'in -Balfe Terre, the water being as ,good there~ 
as the foilis rich; rit, is very near ~.s p~pUl611s as Mar­
tinico. ' In iliort, there is nothing in this iOand want~ 
ing, for the convenience and ddight of life, in an 
air Qlore tempora~e ilPd falubrious tha~ is cqrnmon] y 
breathed between the tropics. . 

As to the importance of this acquifition, I need 
poly ftate a few particulars before the reader, and 
every intelligent perfon mGft allow it to be infinite. 
G-uadaloup makes annually 40,000 hogfheads of fu­
gar, which is a larger quantity than any of our fugar 
ifiands produce, except Jamaica. Befides this, the 
articles of fotton, indigo, coffee, and ginger, are very 
confiderable; it alfo carries on a trade with the Ca~ 
racca's, and other parts of the fpaoifh main, which is 
a trade wholly in the manufaCt:ures of Europe, and the 
returns for which are made almoft entirely in ready 
money. Without intimating the land, the houfes, the 
works, and the goods in the iOand, the naves, at the 
loweftefthnation, are worth llpwards of 1,250,0001. 

fterling. ".fhe fingle branch of their trade, the fugars, 
befides the employment of fa much {hipping, and fo 
many [eamen, will produce clear 300,0001. per ann. 
to the merchants of that nation who polfdTes it. 
Coffee, a very inconfiderable object: in the britifh co­
l~nies, is here a very great one. They raife alfo great 
quantities of indigo and cotton, which fupply materials 
for the beft and moft valuable manllfaCt:ures. Another 
a.rticle, which makes the poiTeffion of this iUand fo 
very defireable,is the conveniencyof its fiwation, if 
~n the hands of the french, for being a harbollJ;" for 
their privateers in this part of the world, as it is in 
the very middle of the englilh Leeward-iOands ; which 
made it the Dupkirk of the 'Veft-Indies.* 

~ Vide remarks on a letter addre[[\:u to two great me~, P.42. 
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I think, thefe points confidered, everyone muft 

allow, that the conqueft of guadaloupe was of infi­
nite importance to this nation;. and was a particular 
inftance, how aCtive and enterprifing. a miniftry, at 
this time, guided the affairs of England, who, al­
thougl;1 they made futh great efforts in every other 
part of the world againft the enemy, ftill forgot not 
this, but attacked them here with equa1 wifdom and 
fuccefs. 

END of VOL. I. 




