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ADVERTISEMENT.

FE\HE author of the following fheets hath endea-

voured, to the utmoft of his abilities, to give
the Public a fuccin& and impartial Hiftory of the
prefent war.

No flave to fation, no dupe to pre-
judice; he hath reprefented facts as they really hap-
pened. It is the bufinefs of hiftory to record; not
to flatter. The condour of the public is requefted
for a work, the defign of which is certainly com-
mendable : How it is executed the reader muft de-
termine.






H 1 ST O R Y

OF THE

W A R.

CHAP L

Origin of the war. Afs of boflility committed by
France in America. The french incroachments there,
The englifb ambaffader remonfirates againfp their pro-
ceedings.© Major Wafbingtonw's expedition.  Monckton
reduces Beaufejour, and other forts in Nova Scotia.
Other tranfaiions in America, till the end of 1%54.
General Braddock appointed to command in chief, and
arrives in Virginia.  He marches againft Fort du
Quefne. Is defeated by the french.  Confequences of
bis defeat.  Reflettions.

O enquire into the origin of the war, it
will be neceffary to look back almoft
t0 the peace of Aix la Chapelle, in the
year 1748 ; for we fhall find, that very
foon after that tredty, the french laid the foun-
dations for a future war. In order to perceive this
more clearly, 1 fhall take a particular view of the
proceedings of France in North America (the country
in which the late commotions firft began) from the

abovementioned tirme.
B . In
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In the year 1749, fome englith american traders
commenced a traffic with the indians, on the banks
of the river Ohio. The french knowing the im-
portance of that country, were defirous to prevent
us from trading, or having any communication with
thofe indians ; they threatned them with the confif-
cation of their goods, and imprifonment of their
perfons, if they did not retire, from what, they were
pleafed to call, their mafter’s territories. Many of
the traders immediately withdrew, on receiving this
infolent menace ; but feveral others, knowing their
own juft right, had more {pirit ; and continued their
traffic as ufual, notwithftanding the threats denounced
againft them : and accordingly in 1750, the marquis
de la Jonquiere, at that time governor of Canada,
fent feveral detachments of troops to the Ohio, to put
their former threats in execution ; which they did by
feizing four englifh traders, and confifcating their
goods, fending them prifoners to Quebec, from whence
they were brought to Rochelle in France, and there
detained in prifon.  Thefe englithmen foon after their
arrival at Rochelle, wrote to the earl of Albemarle,
our ambaflador at Paris, complaining of the ill ufage
they had received : upon which, that minifter wrote
a letter to the earl of Holdernefle, fecretary of flate
to the king of England; of which the following is
an extract.

¢ Paris, march 1, 1752.

I muft acquaint your lordfhip, that in the month
of november I received a letter from three perfons,
figning themfelves, John Patton, Luke Irwin, and
Thomas Bourke ; reprefenting to me, that they were
englithmen, who had been brought to Rochelle, and
put into prifon there, from whence they wrote ; hav-
ing been taken by the french fubjefts, who feized
their effets, as they were trading with the englifh,
and other indians on the Ohio, and carried prifoners
10 Quebec 5 from whence they have been fent over to
Rochelle,
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Rochelle, where they were hardly ufed: Upon this

information, T applied to M. St. Conteft, and gave
him a note of it; claiming them, as the king’s fub-
Jects, and demanding their liberty, and the reftitu-
tion of their effets that had been unjuftly taken
from them.

Thefe three perfons, 1 find by the paper your lord-
thip has fent me, are of the number of thofe demand-
ed of the french by Mr. Clinton, and named in M.
de la Jonquiere’s letter. 1 have wrote to a merchant
at Rochelle to enquire after them, and to fupply them
with money, to make their journey hither, if they
are not gone; that I may receive from them all the
informations neceflary. On my feeing M. St. Con-
teft next tuefday, I will reprefent the cafe to him, in
obedience to his majefty’s commands, that la Jonquiere
may have pofitive orders, to defift from the unjufti-
fiable proceedings complained of ; to releafe any of
his ‘majefty’s fubje¢ts he may ftill detain in prifon;
and make ample reflitution of their effeéts, And I
fhall take care to thow him the abfolute neceffity of
fending inftructions to their feveral governors, not
to attempt any fuch encroachments for the future.”

And on the 8th of march lord Albemarle further
writes to the earl of Holdernefie.

¢« I am now to acquaint your lordfhip, that I faw
M. Rouille yefterday; and that having drawn up a
note of the feveral complaints I had received orders
to make of la Jonquiere’s conduét, 1 delivered it to
him, and told him, in general, the contents of it;
infifting on the neceflity, for preferving the good un-
derftanding betwixt his majefty and the moft chriftian
king, of fending fuch pofitive orders to all their go-
vernors, as might effeCtually prevent, for the future,
any fuch encroachments on his majefty’s territories,
and committing fuch violence on his fubjelts, as had

been done in the paft. ‘
B2 1 added
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I added to my remonftrance, that I hoped they would
be taken into confideration quickly; that he might
be able to give me an anfwer next week, or as foon
afterwards as he poffibly could. This minifter told
me, he would ufe his beft endeavours for that pur-
pofe ; affured me it was the intention of his court to
prevent any difputes arifing, that might tend to alter
the prefent correfpondence between the two nations
and that I might depend upon fuch orders being fent
to their governors accordingly.

Of the three men I mentioned to your lordfhip in
my letter of laft week, that had been brought prifon-
ers from Canada to Rochelle, whom I fent for to
come to Paris, two of them are arrived, and the
third is gone to London. I will take fuch informa-
tions from them, as may be neceflary for my own in-
ftruction, to fupport their receiving fatisfaction for the
injuries that have been dene them.”.

At the fame time that my lord Albemarle men-
tioned the above affair to M. de Rouille, he delivered
to him a memorial containing his complaints, of which
the following is a part. '

¢ As to the fort which the french have undertaken
to build on the river Niagara, and as to the fix englifh-
men who have been made prifoners ; lord Albemarle
is ordered by his court to demand, that the moft ex-
prefs orders be {ent to M. de la Jonquiere, to defift
from fuch unjuft proceedings, and in particular, to
caufe the fort above-mentioned, to be immediately
razed; and the french and others in their alliance,
who may happen to be there, to retire forthwith : as
likewife, to fet the fix englifhmen at liberty, and to
make them ample fatisfattion for the wrongs and
loffes they have fuffered ; and laftly, that the per-
fons who have committed thefe excefles, be punifthed
in fuch 2 manneras may ferve for an example to thofe
who might venture on any like attempt.”

It



( 5)

It is neceffary here to add a remark or two on this
perplexed and intricate affair; concerning which, fo
much falthood has been propagated. Itis very plain
that, although feveral juft demands were made by
lord Albemarle to the french minifter, yet none of
them (except the releafing the three men at Rochelle)
were complied with : even to this day the fort ar Ni-
agara has not been demolifhed. No fatisfation was
made to thofe englifhmen who were taken prifoners,
for the loffes they fultained ; nor any reftitution made
for the effects that had been feized. And asto the po-
fitive orders which were to be fent to all their go- -
vernors in North America, and to de la Jonquiere
in particular, for them to defift from any the like at-
tempts or encroachments for the future, every one
knows the french never thought of complying with
this demand, fince they continued without interruption
their encroachments; and were fo far from defifting
from the fame, that they even carried them every day
further and further, till at laft it came to an open war
between the two nations.

It is one of the firft and beft of political maxims,
for every nation to refent the wrongs done_ them vi-
goroufly and without delay. But, to the misfortune
of their country, the miniftry in England did not
follow that method to have its injuries redrefled.
*Tis true, my lord Albemarle demanded every thing
that it was reafonable to expe&t the french cauld
grant.  But there certainly is a wide difference
between demanding, and having thofe demands
granted. "The only article comphed with was, the
releafing the three englifhmen at Rochelle. Now
it is natural here to enquire into the reafon, why
the britith miniftry did not infit upon having the
other articles, mentioned in the lord Albemarle’s
memorial, complied with inftantly, ‘and a ftop put
to the many encroachments which the french were
making in America. We know this fhould have been
done: and we know it was not done, To enquire

B3 into
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into the fecret fprings and caufes of this negle&t, muft
be left to thofe who are more acquainted with the
affairs of ftate: burt thus much I may venture to fay,
‘that one of the principal ones was the dread and
fear which the miniftry in England had, of being
drawn into a war with France ; the reafons for this
fear, I think, are very evident. '

The marquis de la Jonquiere, governor of Cana-
da, died in march, 1752, juft as he was preparing to
march a confiderable body of troops to the Ohio,
with defign to continue their encroachments on that
river. The marquis du Quefne, fucceflorto Jonquiere,
no fooner arrived at Quebec, in the middle of the
year, than he haftened to continue what his predecef-
for had begun ; and gave the command of the troops
defigned for the Ohio, to the fieur de St. Pierre,
who began his march in the latter end of 1753, and
wintered in a fort which he built on the Beef River.
In the month of oftober, during his ftay at this
poft, he received a letter from Mr. Dinwiddie, lieu-
tenant governor of Virginia, dated the 31ff, com-
plaining of fundry late hoftilities ; and defiring to
know, by what authority an armed force had marched
frony Canada, and invaded a territory indubitably
the right of his britannic majefty. Major Wathing-
ton was the bearer of this letter. He returned with
the following anfwer from Monf. Legardeur de St,
Picrre, dated at the fort on Beef River, the 15th

of december, 1753.

« Srr,

As T have the honor to command here in chief,
Mr. Wathington delivered me the letter, which you
dire¢ted to the commandant of the french troops.
I fhould have been pleafed if you had given him or-
ders, or if he himfelf had been difpofed, to vifit Ca-
nada and our general ; to whom, rather than to me,
it properly appertains, to remonftrate the reality of
the king my mafter’s rights to lands fituated along

the
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the Ohio, and to difpute the pretenfions of the kmg
of Great-Britain in that refpedt,

I fhall immediately forward your letter to- Monf.
le'marquis du Quefne. His anfwer will be a law to
me: and if he dire¢ts me to communicate it to
you, I aflure you, fir, I thall negleét nothing that
may be neceffary to convey it to you with expe-
dition.

As to the requifition you make (that I retire with
the troops under my command) I cannot believe my-
felf under any obligation to fubmittoit: I am here
in virtue of my general’s orders ; and I beg, fir, you
would not doubt a moment of my fixed refolution to
conform to them, with all the exactitude and ftea-
dinefs that might be expected from a better officer.

I do not know that, in the courfe of this campaign,
any thing has paflfed that can be efteemed an a&t of
hoftility, or contrary to the treaties fubfifting between
the two crowns ; the continuation of which is as in-
terefting and pleafing to us, as it can be to the eng-
lith. If it had been agreeable to you, fir, in this re-
fpelt, to have made a particular detail of the facts
which occafion your complaint, I fhould have had
the honor of anfwering vou in the moft explicit man-
ner 5 and, I am perfuaded you would have had reafon
to be fatisfied. )

I have taken particular care to receive Mr. Wath-
ington with all the diftinétion fuitable to your dig-
nity, and to his quality and great merit. T flatter
myfelf that he will do me this | juftice, and join with
with me in teftifying the profound refpet with which

I am, Sir,
Your moft humble
And moft obedient fervant,
LEGARDEUR DE ST. PrErre.?

On receipt of this refolute anfwer, Mr. Dinwiddie
made inftant complaint to the court of Great-Britain;
and laboured what he could to rouze the Virginians

B4 into
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into a vigorous oppofition. He wrote alfo to the
neighbouring governors, importuning the aid of the
other colonies, for repelling the invafion, and eret-
ing a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monan-

ahela. An immediate junétion in fach meafures
became abfolutely requifite for the common fecurity.
But the colonies, inattentive to the inconveniencies of
an endlefs frontier, contemned the power of Canada,
and confided in the number of their inhabirants.
They were fo entirely ignorant of the fituation and
importance of the intand country ; that when appli-
cation was made to Virginia for fuccours, conformable
to dire¢tions from the miniftry in England, fome of
our provincial affemblies, particularly thofe of Pen-
filvania and New York *, feemed even to queftion
his majefty’s right to the lands ufurped by the french.
Others, to avoid their fhare in the burden, framed
the moft trifling excufes. New York, however, voted
zoool. currency in aid of Virginia; which, confider-
ing her own fituation,.and approaching diftrefles, was
no ungenerous contribution.

But the Virginians proceeded in their refolution
of marching a body of troops to the protettion
of their frontiers: and pafled an act in Februa-
1y, 1754, for the raifing 10,000l. and 300 men.
The command was given to col. Wathington, a young

gentleman of great bravery-and diftinguithed merit.
He

* Extralt of governor Morrjs's meflage to the aflembly of Pea.
filvania, 22z November, 1755.

You would not admit, that the french encroachments and fors
tifications on the Ohio were within our limits, or his majefty’s do-
minions, then by fecking an excufe to avoid doing what was re«
quired of you, . ; '
- Extra& of the addrefs of the general aflembly of New York to
lieutenant governor de Laney, 23 April, 1754.

It appears, by other papers, your honor has been pleafed to
communicate to us, that the french have built a fort at a place
called the French Creek, at a confiderable diftance from the river
Ohio, which may, but does not by any evidence or information
appear to us to be an mvafion of any of his miirfle’s colonies,
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He began his march at the head of his little army,
about the 1ft of may., On the 28th he had a fkirmifh
with the enemy, of whom ten were flain, and
about twenty were made prifoners. But col. Wath-
ington finding himfelf too weak, waited for further
reinforcements ; during which time he was alarmed
with the news, that a great body of french and in-
dians were marching againft him. It feems the
marquis du Quefne, governor gencral of Canada,
had appointed the fieur de Contre-Cceur to command
the french troops on the Ohio, who being acquainted
with the fkirmith which col. Wathington had with a
party of french, refolved to fend the greateft part of
his forces, under the fieur de Villiers, to diflodge col.
Wathington from his little camp, which. he had
formed, “and which was called fort Neceflity. In
obedlence to thefe. inftruétions, Villiers accordingly
marched at the head of near 1000 french and 200
indians againft the englith.  On the 3d of july, he
came in fight of fort Neceflity. The englith troops
not amounting to above 200 men, were a handful
compared to the number of the enemy ; but they
fought bravely for upwards of three hours, nor did
they give over before they had flain near 200 of
the enemy ; but col. Wathington, obferving their
great fupcnonty, who began to hem him in on all
quarters, found himfclf under the abfolute neceflity
of fubmitting to the difagreeable terms that were
offered him.

In this action we had 30 killed and 50 wounded.
The french, as I have faid before, were affifted by 2
confiderable number of indians, who had heen long
in the englith alliance. And many of them were
known to be of the {ix nations. On the furrender

of -our camp, they fell at once to pillaging the bag-
gage and provifions ; and fhot feveral of the horfes
and cattle.

Againft this condoct col. Wathington remonftrat.
ed ; but all his arguments made lictle impreffion upon

them.
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them. Thus the french ﬁémained mafters of the
field ; the indians were rivetted in their defeCtion ;
and the frontiers of the colony expofed, through the
ill-timed parfimony of the provinces. The enemy on
the other hand wifely improved the prefent advantage,
and ere@ed forts to fecure to themfelves the quiet
pofieflion of that fertile country. To thew the ne-
gligence of the province of Penfilvania, we need only
take notice, that foon after Wathington’s defeat, a
thoufand of the back inhabitants prefented a petition
to the affembly, praying, that they might be furnithed
with arms and ammunition for their defence ; but the
petition was rejected with fcorn. Our indian allies
have often defired us to build forts, to which their
wives and children might fly in time of danger; and
fent down to the governor of Penfilvania, begging
he would dire¢t the building a ftockade, or wooden
fort, in which they offered to defend themfelves and
the englifh from the incurfions of the enemy ; but
the affembly, to be confiftent with themfelves, and
to fhow that they were religioufly bent on the ruin of
their country, refufed to give any money to this pur-
pofe, and gave the indians for anfwer, that if they
were afraid of the enemy, they might retire further
down, and come within the fettled parts of the pro-
vince. Thus the nobleft opportunity was loft that
could have been offered, of keeping our indians fteady,
and for building a fort at a fmall expence, in a pafs
io commodioufly fituated between the mountains, that
it would have effeually covered and defended two
of our frontier counties, from the inroads of the
french and their indians.

I fhall here take notice of an inftruion fent from
his majefty to the feveral governors of North Ame-
rica ; whereby the earl of Holderneffe fignified his
majefty’s commands, that in cafe the fubjets of any
foreign prince fhould prefume to make any encroach-
ments in the limits of his majefty’s dominions, or to
erect forts on his majefty’s lands, or to commit any

other
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other a& of hoftility ; and fhould upon a requifition
made to them to defift from fuch procéedings, perfift
in them, they thould draw forth the armed force of
their refpective provinces, and ufe their beft endea-
vours to repel force by force.

It was in confequence of this meffage, that the go-
vernor of Penfilvania in particular, urged the affem-
bly of that province, to raife the neceffary fums for
their own defence, with {o much warmth, but which,
as I have before faid, they refufed to do ; although at
that time the province was in the utmoft danger.

At the beginning of a war, every tranfaétion and
affair, which at another time would be reckoned im-
material, is of great importance to be known., Itis
for this reafon that I have, and fhall continue to
be, very particular in giving diftinét accounts of
all our american affairs; as this war, contrary to
all others, has been more critical and important
there, than any where elfe. I fhall now mention
the affairs of Nova Scotia, in which province we
find the french committed repeated hottilities ; and
with their ufual impudence feized all that part of
Nova Scotia, beyond the bay of Fundi, from the
river Chignecto, to that of St. John, making the
firft the limits of that province. Mr. Cornwallis was
at that time governor of it; and M. de la Jonquiere
commanded in chief in Canada, who openly and rea-
dily avowed the unjuft proceedings of the french.
But this affair will be much clearer laid open by the
following memorial, which contains a recapitulation
of the conduct of France in that province; ftating
‘many interefting particulars in a juft and clear light.
It was delivered to the marquis de Puyfieulx at Paris,
by the earl of Albemarle, the yth of june, 1750.

¢ The underwritten ambafiador extraordinary and
“plenipotentiary, from his majefty, the king of Great-
Britain, has orders from the king his mafter, dated

Hanover, the 26th of laft month, to reprefent to the
court
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court of France, how much he is furprized at heéar-
ing the violent proceedings of the french in Ame-
rica, under the authority and diretion of M, de la
Jonguiere, who has readily avowed them.

M. Cornwallis, governor of Nova Scotia, informs
the duke of Bedford, by a letter dated the firlt of
may this year, that the french have taken pofieffion-
of all that part of Nova Scotia, beyond the bay of
Fundi, from the river Chignecto to that of St. John,
making the firft the limits of that province.

They have reduced Beaubaffin to afhes, and car-
ried to theother fide of the river the inhabitants with
their effects ; compelled them to take up arms, and
formed them into compariies ; fo that the fieur La-
corne, a french officer has at that place under his
command, a body of 2500 men, made up of regular
troops, canadians and indians.

The fieur de Lacorne and father Loutre, a french
miffionary, have made ufe of repeated and innu-
merable prosifes and menaces, in order to per-
fuade all the inhabitants of the province to leave the
country. \

The inhabitants declare openly their abhorrence of
thefe proceedings ; but the fieurs de Lacorne and
Loutre, threaten them with a general maffacre from
the indians, if they remain in the province. They
fupport and protect openly the indians, our declared
enemies 3 who inlift under the banners of France.
They detain the king’s fubjeéts, his officers and fol-
diers, prifoners, They excite the king’s french fub-
je€ts to a rebellion; and thofe who remain loyal,
they threaten with deftru&ion. They fend their in-
dian {laves all over the country, where they are guilty
of all forts of outrages.

They have fet fire to the towns acknowledged by
themfelves, to appertain to his majefty.

Governor Cornwallis fent the fieur Lawrence, ma-
jor of foot, with a detachment to Chigneto ; where
ne arrived the zoth of laft april.  They faw the

french
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Trench fet fire to the town of Chignefto, french co-
lours planted on the ditches ; and the fieur de la Corne
at the head of his detachmcnt, braving major Law-
rence; and declaring, that he would defcnd to the laft,
that ground as belonging to France.

The fieur de la Corne having fent to defire a con-
ference with the fieur Lawrence, the latter, accom-
panied by.two captains of foot, went to meet him,
and demanded by whofe orders he had thus come into
his majefty’s territories, and committed fuch acts of
violence. The fieur de la Corne anfwered ; it was by
thofe of M. de la Jonquiere, who had alfo com-
manded him to take pofieffion of Chippodi, John’s
River, Man-rem, Cooke, Pitcordiack, and of all
that country, as far as the river, which was on the
the right hand of major St. Lawrence, as belonging
to his moft chriftian majeﬁy or at Jeaft, that he was
to keep and defend it as fuch, till fuch time as the
limits were fettled by commiffaries appointed for that
purpdfe.

Though the fieur Lawrencé had under his com-
mand a detachment of regular troops, very little in-
ferior to that commanded by the fieur Lacorne, he
forbore committing any hoftilities, in obedience to the
king’s orders for that purpofe.

The king cannot perfuade himfelf that thefe acts
of violence have been committed with the knowledge
of the court of France, and he is fo fully convinced
of his moft chriftian majefty’s equity, and his defire
to maintain a good underftanding between the two
crowns, that he affures himfelf the moft chriftian
king will readily fhow his difapprobation of fuch
conduct.

Governor Cornwallis has never made, nor defigned
to make any fettlements out of the limitsof the pen-«
infula, which the french before never pruended to be-
long to them : The king having had no intention, in
forming a fettlement in his province of Nova SLoua
to encroach on the rights of his molt chriftian ma-

?C/f) »
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jefty, or to take forcible pofleffion of a country, of
which the king had referred the right of propriety to
the decifion of the' commiffaries appointed for that
purpofe ; before it was poflible for them to have met
in order to proceed to the fettling of the limits.

The under written ambaflfador has orders to de-
mand, that the conduct of M. de la_Jonquiere be
difavowed : that pofitive orders be fent him immedi-
ately to withdraw his troops, ‘and the indians under
his authority from the places which belong to Great-
Britain ; that amends be made for the ats of vio-
Ience which have been committed, and the damage
which the king’s fubjets have fuffered : and his ma-
jelty is perfuaded that the court of France will make
no difficulty, to give the underwritten ambaffador
the duplicate of the orders, which will bs fent to
the governor of Canada, that he may tranfmit them
to his court. Done at Compeigne the 7th of july,
1750. Signed,
ALBEMARLE.”

In anfwer to this memorial, the marquis de Puy-
fieulx wrote the following letter to the earl of Albe-

marle, dated Compeigne, july 23, 1750.

¢ Sir,

In the memorial, which your excellency has
given me concerning the complaints of M. Corn-
wallis, governor of Arcadia, are contained many
falts, fo contrary to the equity of his majefty,
the infiructions of M. de la Jonquiere, and that
if they are found to be fuch as they are repre-
fented, the king will take care juftice fhall be done
to his britannic majefty’s fubjects, and will give fuch
frefh orders, as will prevent the rife of any difpute of
what kind foever between the two nations; his ma-
jefty béing thoroughly perfuaded his britannic ma-
Jefty will give, on his fide, orders to the fame

purpofe.
Give
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Give me leave, {ir, to tell you I cannot be prevailed
upon to believe, but that the facts are expofed with
too much exaggeration, and from my knowledge of
M. de la Jonquiere’s prudence, and the inftructions
which he has, I am forry M. Cornwallis has not ap-
plied for redrefs, before he had made complaints to
- his court. I {fent your memorial, as {foon as I received
it to M. Rouille, and defired he would take the
proper fteps, to be informed in a {peedy and precife
manner, of what has paffed at Canada, fo as I may
be enabled to give your excellency a more pofitive
anfwer. I have the honour to be, &c.

Signed, Puvsreurx.

P. S. Might not M. Cornwallis have attempted to
form fettlements on the places that are in difpute, or
even on the king’s territories ?”

Soon after the earl of Albemarle received this letter,
the french miniftry gave him acopyof a letter wrote
from M. Rouille, to M. de la Jonquiere ; in which
he was directed to forbear committing hoftilities on
the fubjects of England.

But Mr. Cornwallis had not force enough to drive
them from their encroachments; and it was very
plain that they would remain in them, in {pite of
all the remonftrances and memorials, that the englith
ambaflador might make at Paris; for we find the
french made no motions with defign to quit the
country they had feized ; till they were drove out by
the New England troops in 1755 ; of which more
hereafter. But before I take my leave of the affairs
of this province for the prefent, it is neceffary to take
notice of a memorial delivered atr Paris to my lord
Albemarle, (as a further anfwer to the complaints
of England) the 15th of feptember this year, in
which they deny moft of the facts laid to their charge 3
and fpeaking of the limits of the province in the moft
evalive and quibbling manner.

To
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I Toreturn: I left col. Wathington, juft defeated,
returning home (after having been obliged to fubmlt
to the drfagrecable terms impofed on him) and he ar-~
rived fafe at Williamfburg, after a moft tedious and
hazardous march.

As yet the affairs of North America had gone on
but very badly, and wore a difmal countenances
The french were every where advancing, and al-
ways with fuccefs ; our frontiers were all open to the
enemy, and nothing to defend them ; in fuch a cala-
mitous condition, fomething muft be done, but what
to determine on, ‘was difficul: to know : our colonies

‘were, fingly, fo weak, that a junftion was at that

time abfolutely neceffary, and accordingly refolved
on. By his majefty’s orders, the 14th of june was
appointed for a grand congrefs of commiffaries from
the feveral provinces to be held at Albany, as well to
treat with the indians of the fix nations, as to con-
cert a {cheme for a general union of the britifh colo-
nies. Meffengers had been difpatched to the indian
chiefs to requeft their attendance ; but they did not
arrive till the latter end of the month ; and the Mo-
hawks, who lived but 40 miles diftant, came in laft.
This occafioned various fpeculations ; fome imputed
it to fear, leaft the french in their abfence, thould
fall upon their countries. But -the moft probable
reafon of it-was : that the indians imagined, that by
exciting our jealoufy of their wavering difpofition, at
fo critical a junéture, the more hberal would be the
prefents made them by the feveral governments. But
they arrived at laft, though in fmaller numbers than
was expected, or had been ufual on thofe occafions :
though they had been very well pleafed with the pre-
fents made them, which were much more confider-
able than had been ever known : in their {peech to
Mr. de Lancey, the lieutenant governor of New
York, they fpoke with great vchemﬁ'nce, and very fe-
verely upon our negligent and indolent behaviour ;
extolling the better conduét of the french in fortify-
ing
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mg and maintaining their garrifons. And recriminated
vpon us the defertion of our fort at Saraghtoga the
laft war; lamented the defencelefs condition, of our
frontier city of Albany; and earneftly exhorted us
for the future to defend ourfelves with moye fpirit.
The indians being difiniffed, the conferences were
continued till the r11th of july: the commiffioners
being, both for abilities and fortune, fome of the
moft confiderable men in North America : in the con-
clufion of their debates, a plan was concerted for a
general union of the britith colonies, and creating a
common fund to defray all military expences ; and a
reprefentation of their prefent ftate drawn up ; which
was agreed to be laid before the king’s minifters.
But this fcheme was never put in execution.

During the fitting of the congrefs at Albany, Mr.
Shirley, governor of Maffachufet’s Bay ; a gentle-
man, of whom I fhall have much to fay in the fe-
quel ; propofed to the affembly of that province the
buxldmg a ftrong fort near the head of the river Ken-
nebeck, in order to prote@ the province from the
incurfions of the french, and the indians ; which the
affembly agreed to 5 and provided pay and fubfiflence
for 800 men, to be raifed on that account. Ac-
cordingly in the {fummer, Mr. Shirley proceeded to
the eaftern parts of the province, with the troops
raifed for that purpofe; and with the confent of the
indians, built fort Weftern and fort Halifax upon
the river Kenebeck, the former about 37 miles
from the mouth of it; and the other, about s54.
Of this fervice, Mr. Shirley tranfmitted an_dccount
to England, and at the fame time reprefented the
imminent danger, which he apprehended the neigh-
bouring province of Nova-Scotia was expofed to from
the fortifications, and other encroachments of the
french upon the iftmus, and the peninfula there, and
St. John’s river in the bay of Fundi; as alfo, from
the fudden attacks, which might be formed aoainf’c it
-from St. John’s ifland, Louifburg and Q_]ebec In

C

an{wer
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anfwer to which Mr. Shirley received a letter froni
fir Thomas Robinfon, one of his majefty’s principal
fecretaries of ftate, containing his majefty’s approba-
tion of the fervice upon the river Kennepeck, with
orders to communicate it to the affembly. And foon
after Mr. Shirley received his majefty’s commands,
to concert meafures, with Mr. Lawrence, lieutenant
governor, and commander in chief of the province
of Nova Scotia, for attacking the french forts in that
province. Accordingly, by his majefty’s commands,
Mr. Shirley raifed 2000 new england men, and re-
ceived 2000 ftands of fmall arms from England;
with which force he marched, in conjunétion with Mr.
Lawrence (with the troops under his command which.
were in Nova Scotia) attacked, and reduced the french
forts at Beaufejour, and at Gafpereau, near Bay Verte,
making the garrifons prifoners : and in a fhort time
after, upon two of his majefty’s thips of war appear-
ing before the french fort, fituated on the river of St.
John’s, about three miles above the mouth of it, the
garrifon there burft their cannon, demolifhed their
works as much as they could, evacuated the fort, and
retired up the river, to their other fettlements upon it.
By reafon of the time that was neceffary to prepare
for this expedition, the fervice was not executed till
the 19th of june, 1755, ‘

The remainder of the year 1754 was fpent prin-
cipally in repeated reprefentations to the miniftry in
England, laying before them the bad ftate of the
colonies ; together with feveral fchemes for their
general union; affuring them, that if {peedy and
~powerful affiftance was not adminiftered, the colonies
in America would inevitably fall a prey to the am-
bitious defigns of the court of France.

In this manner ended the year 1754. As yet both
courts continued to give the moft folemn aflurances
of maintaining the peace between the two nations in-
violably ; when at the fame time an open and bloody
war was carrying on between them in America. It

was



( 19 ) ,

was very palpable, that the pretended peace (which in
fa@ had not a being) would not laft long, but that
the war would foon fpread into Europe. In Ame-
rica there happened no affair of great confequence ;
but, as in the beginning of a war every thing is of
fome confequence, becaufe it is at the breaking out
of one, I have been obliged to purfue the thread of
affairs in America ftep by ftep, and to give the moft
particular accounts of, even fome matters which at
firft fight the reader will imagine but of little mo-
ment, which he will find by the fequel, were of im-
portance enough to have a place in hiftory, as they
tend very much to the clearer underftanding of what
follows. This was the firft war, in which Great Bri-
tain may be faid to have engaged purely for the de-
fence of her american colonies; they certainly well
deferve all the expence, pains, and care that their mo-
ther country can take of them. Since the will, in the
end, be repaid with an hundred fold for whatever the
can expend in their defence. Although Great Bri-
tain finds, that its very being as a nation, depends
upon her colonies, ftill we fee (or at leaft we have
good reafon to think fo) that the french know the
value of them much better than us. They make
(comparatively {peaking) more of Canada, which is
a mere barren rock, in comparifon with our colonies,
than we do of all our noble fettlements in North Ame-
rica. Nor can we here confider their fituation at the
clofe of the year 1754, without being aftonifhed at
the negligent remifinefs of the englith miniftry, to
{uffer thefe valuable territories, which make fo con-
fiderable a part of his majefty’s dominions, to remain
in{o open and defencelefs a condition. They may fay
in juftification of themfelves, that the colonies have
ftrength enough to defend themfelves : but then they
ought to remember, thart, it is not in thieir power to
make ufe of the ftrength they have, fince every one
knows, that while they all continue in feperate pro-
vinces, without any conneétion with one another,

C 2 they
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they may eafily fall a prey to the combinéd and moré
formidable ftrength of the french and their indians.
Is it not furprifing, that, while the french were ad-
vancing on all fides, after they had defeated the
troops under Wathington ; and feized all that valu-
able traé of country, fituated on the Ohio and its
branches ; and were continually receiving reinforce-
ments from old France ;. after all this, it is not, I fay,
a mark of the utmoft negligence, treachery or ftupi-
dity in the e——hm y, never yet to fend any
troops or forces to America, to defend his majefty’s
rights againft the unjuft ufurpations and invafions of
the french?

We find that the french began the new year in
America, with their ufual diligence and activity ;
and having the advantage of great reinforcements
from old France early in the year * ; bid very fair

for

* Extra& of a letter, dated Philadelphia, jan. z, 1755.

<« S1R,

Since my laft, we have five days ago received certain intelli-
gence, that a body of nigh 60co men, of the beft troops of France,
fele@led and fent over upon this particular fervice, are juft arrived
at the lower fort on the Ohio, and are employed, even in this ri-
gorous feafon, in fortifying that country. In feptember laft, the
french men of war that brought them over, were feen not far from
the entrance into the river St. Lawrence, into which, we are now
certain they all went, and landed at Quebec. Afier a fhort flay in
that city, they were feen by our indian traders paffing the lakes
Ofwego and Erie, in a prodigiovs number of battoes, of which
the feveral governors received notice, though we did not then con-
je€ture that it was an armament from old France; till now that we
are too certain of it.

Notwithftanding this, our affembly continues as obftinate as ever ;
nor have we as yet any probability of their giving any money for
our defence, although we hear they are to adjourn in two days. The
governor has befeeched them to confider the defencelefs ftate of the
province, and eftablith a regular militia, but in vain. He alfo ob-
ferves, that the altivity of the french at this rigorous feafon can-
not but convince the world, that they have formed fome grand de-
fign with regard to this continent, and that they have made their

firft
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for puthing our colonies much further, efpecially as
they had not a fingle regiment from Europe to defend
them; and their enemies were continually receiving
fupplies; which together with their advantageous
fituation for a war, having little or no frontier to
defend, made them much more than a match for the
englith ' colonies, who have fuch an immenfe one,
without any thing to defend it with. Thus we find
the french advanced with fuch hafty ftrides, that at
the beginning of this year, theircamp and forts upon
the Ohio, and the parts adjacent, were not more than
225 miles, horizontal diftance, from the city of Phi-
ladelphia, and only about two days march from fome
of our back fettlements.

At laft we find that a general was appointed to
command in America; his majefty conftituted ge-
neral Braddock generaliffimo of all the troops which
were in, or fhould be fent to America; and accord-
ingly this general arrived in Virginia in february;
and as foon, as he poflibly could, fent expreffes
to the feveral governors to meet him, in order to
have a confultation on the bufinefs of the approach-
ing campaign. This convention, by appointment of
the general, was held at Alexandria in Virginia, Af-
ter much debating it was agreed, that for the prefer-
vation of Ofwego, and reduction of Niagara, Shir-
ley’s and Pepperel’s regiments fhould proceed to lake
Ontario ; on which lake, one or more armed veflels
of about 6o ton each fhould be built, to command
it. This part of the fervice was committed to Mr.
Shirley’s care ; while general Braddock attacked

firft attack upon Penfilvania, as being in the center, and being not
only the moft plentiful, but the moft defencelefs and unwieldy of
all his majefty’s colonies. Having once got footing here, they will
iffue forth upon the other colonies on either fide ; and as they have
{uch a large body already in the field, we apprehend itis their de-
fign, early in the fpring, to fortify the pafies in the mountains ; and
if they accomplifh this, and can find provifions, they will be ableta
ftand againft three times their pumbers,”

C3 fort
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fort du Quefne; and the provincial _troops, com-
manded by general Johnfon, marched to inveft Crown
Point.

Purfuant to thefe refolutions, general Braddock, a¢
the head of 2200 men, began his march againft fort
du Quefne, and arrived at fort Cumberland in his
way thither, the roth of may; from thence to fort
du Quefne is not lefs than 140 miles: Mr. Braddock
began his march from the former on the 1othof june;
leaving the garrifon under the command of col. Innes.
From the time the general marched from fort Cum-

-berland, we may begin to date the mifcarriage of the
expedition, which proceeded from a thoufand diffe-
rent reafons, which it is now my bufinefs to thow.

«  Innumerable were the difficulties he had to fur-
mount, in a country rugged, pathlefs, and unknown,
a-crofs the allegheney mountains, through unfrequent-
ed woods, and dangerous defiles ; but thele dangers
were doubly encreafed, by the difappointments which
the general met with in almoft every thing he had to
do with the provinces. We find he complains very
much of this in his letters to the miniftry in Eng-
land, efpecially in one, wherein he particularizes all
that had been promifed him ; amongft which was the
quarter-mafter-general, who affured him that he might
depend on 2500 horfes, and 200 waggons from Vir-
ginia and Maryland ; of which he only received 20
waggons and 200 horfes. In like manner did all his
expectations come to little, merely through the difaf-
fection and negligence of all the perfons with whom
he had any dealings. We may conceive the difficul-
ties which Mr. Braddock met with in this terrible
march, when we confider that he was obliged (to ufe
his own expreflions) to be continually employed in
making a road, as he proceeded with infinite labour
a-crofs mountains and rocks of an exceffive heighth,

* which are fleep, and divided by torrents and rivers.

.

In
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- In fpight of all thefe difficulties, general Braddock
was obliged to fet forward,, on his march againft fort
du Quefne, which he did, as I have faid, on the 10th
of june, with his little army in two divifions : at the
head of the firft, confifting of 1400 men, was the
general himfelf, with the greateft part of the ammu-
nition and artillery : the fecond, with the provifions,
ftores, and heavy baggage, was led by col. Dunbar,
(2 man of great prudence and military judgment)
with about 8§00 men, with orders to follow the gene-
ral as faft as the fervice would admit. The general
having by this means leffened his line of march, pro-
ceeded with great expedition, in hopes of being able
to attack the enemy before they were joined by a de-
tachment of 500 regular troops ; infomuch that he left
the rear near forty miles behind. On the 8th of july
he encamped within 10 miles of fort du Quefne;
and on the gth, in his march through the woods to-
wards that fort, was attacked by a body of french
and indians ; the former in the front, and the latter
on each fide, in ambufcade, which began with a quick
and heavy fire upon the vanguard, under lieut. col,
Gage, from the indians. Immediately the main body,
in good order and high fpirits, advanced to fuftain
them. Orders were then given to halt and form into
battalia. At this junture, the van falling back upon
them in great confufion, a general pannic {eized the
whole body of the foldiery, and all attempts to rally
them proved utterly ineffe€tual ; but being rallied by
their officers, with much difficulty they gave one fire s
and even after they had fell back on the main body,
they were with unfpeakable difficulty once more ral-
lied by their officers, and ftood one fire from the ene-
my, but then without returning it, both regiments.
fled with the utmott terror and precipitation, deferting
their officers ; all of whom, and the general, exerted
their utmoft activity. to relieve the troops from their
univerfal furprife and diforder : but they were equally
deaf to intreaties and commands, Duripg this {cene

C 4 of
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of confufion, they expended their ammunition in
the wildeft, and moft unmeaning fire. Some difs
charging their pieces on our parties, who were ad-
vanced from the main body for the recovery of the
cannon. After three hours fpent in this melancholy
fituation, enduring a terrible {laughter from (it may
be faid) an invifible foe, orders were given to found
a retreat, thar the men might be brought to cover the
waggons : thefe they furrounded but a fhort fpace
of time; for the enemy’s fire being again warmly re-
newed from the front and left flank, the whole army
took to immediate flight ; leaving behind them all the
artillery, provifions, ammunition, baggage, military
cheft, together with the general’s cabinet, containing
his inftructions, and other papers of confequence *.
So great was the confternation of the foldiers, that
it was impoffible to ftop their career, flying with the
utmoft precipitation three miles from the field of ac-
tion ; where only one hundred men began to make a
more orderly retreat.

What the real firength of the enemy was, is to this
day uncertain ; bur it has been very confidently re-
ported, that they had upwards of 2000 regular forces,
including the canadian militia, which in that country
is equal 1n ufefulnefs to the regular troops from old
France; befides confiderable numbers of indians, who
were planted in ambufcade, and from whom our men
fuffered by far the moft. On our fide the lofs was
very great; but more particularly fo, in the deach of
feveral officers of great merit, who facrificed their
lives for the fervice of their country, with fingular
and heroic bravery. The general, after having five
horfes fhot under him, received a wound in his lungs
through his right arm, of which he died in four days.
His fecretary, cldeft fon of major general Shirley, a

* The french {fometime after publithed a large memorial, con-
taining the conduét of the britith miniftry ; and as vouchers to the
fats advanced in the memorial, they publifhed all the papers
which they found in Mr. Braddock’s cabinet.

gentleman
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gentleman of a very good character, was killed on
the {pot, by a fhot through his head.  Sir Peter Hal-
ket, colonel of the 44th regiment, was killed, with
feveral other officers of diftinction. M. Orme, capt.
Morris, both aid-de-camps, were wounded ; as was
lieut. col. Gage and Burton ; befides many other offi-
cers both killed and wounded, who, if it had pleafed
God to have fpared their lives, would in all probabi-
lity hereafter have been ufeful ornaments to their
country.

To what caufes this unhappy defeat is to be afcribed,
has been matter of much inquiry, and animated ma-
ny debates. Some of the officers charged the defeat
to the cowardice of the men ; butin a reprefentation
they made to Mr. Shirley, by order of the crown, they
in fome meafure apologize for their behav1our, al-
ledging, that they were harraffed by duties unequal to
their numbers, and difpirited through want of provi-
fions: that time was not allowed them to drefs their
food : that their water (the only liquor they had) was
both fcarce and of a bad quality : in fine, that the
provincials had difheartened them, by repeated fug-
geftions of their fears of a defeat, thould they be
artacked by indians; in which cafe the european
method of fighting would be entirely unavailing.
Thefe were fome of the many mutual complaints on
both fides ; but there were fome partial and ill-de-
figning perfons, who, contrary to the general know-
ledge and opinion of all that were in the leaft ac-
quainted with the general’s conduét 3 Jaid the ill fuc-
cefs of the day to his door; but when we come to
confider well the difficulties he met with, together
with the pofitivenefs of his orders, it will clearly ap-
pear, that very little of Mr. Braddock’s conduét was
through his own choice, but attual neceffity. Many
inconfiderate people have attacked the general’s mi-
litary capacity, alledging that the lofs ‘of the battle
was owing to his rathnefs ; but I have been affured
by feveral creditable gentlemen, who were eye- Wﬁl‘t-

nefles
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nefles of Mr. Braddock’s aitions that day, that hedid
moft incomparably well in every order which he gave,
and in all his management of the march over the
mountains to the moment he was killed, no man
could poffibly fhew greater military fkill, or even
more knowledge of the nature of the fervice on which
he was fent : and as to the clamours that were raifed
againft him in England, it was no more than would
always attend a general who commanded in North
America, that was attended with ill fuccefs, by rea-
fon of the predominancy of the {pirit of party, which
breathes throughout all the englith colonies, more, if
poflible, than in their mother country,

On the death of this brave though unfortunate ge-
neral, the command of the troops devolved on col,
Dunbar, who commanded the rear party, feveral
miles fhort of the place of aftion. When the routed
troops joined Dunbar’s men, the terror diffufed itfelf
through the whole army. In this fcene of dreadful
confufion, the commander nor any of his officers
were liftened to or regarded ; infomuch, that the men,
fearful of anunpurfuing enemy, had wafted all their
ammunition, and fo muchof their provifion, for ac-
celerating their flight, that Mr. Dunbar was obliged
to fend for 30 horfe loads of the latter, before he
reached fort Cumberland : where he arrived in a
few days, with the fhattered remains of the englifh
troops.

In this melancholy manner ended fo important an
expedition. This defeat had the worft confequences
imaginable ; as it gave fo much fpirit and alacrity to
our enemies afterwards; and went a great way in
keeping the indians firm to their new allies: fo on
the contrary, we fuffered by the battle, as much as
the enemy gained ; from that time, the indians in our
intereft, defpifed us as not able even to proteét our-
felves, and much lefs them; and that in a country
where we were fo much more numerous than the

french.
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french. But the indians were not the only people ter-~
rified by Mr. Braddock’s defeat ; an univerfal pannic
feized on all our colonies, out of which they did not
foon recover, and which confequently muft have been
‘of the greateft differvice to our caufe. Many perfons
in England have taken great pains to find out by
whofe ill condu& this battle was loft. But with a
very little refle@tion it will appear plain, that no fingle
perfon was the reafon of it; but achain of a thoufand
different accidents, and blunders in the minifters who
planned the expedition, and the difaffetion of the
provincials to the fervice. Thecapital miftake of all,
was the landing the troops at firft in Virginia, whereas
they ought certainly to have been landed in Penfil-
vania ; fot Mr. Braddock could get neither provifions
nor carriages in Virginia, both of which he might
have had in great plenty in Penfilvania ; and what was
as material, the thortnefs of the rout to fort.du Quefne,
by way of Penfilvania, which would have fhortened
their march at Jeaft {ix weeks, and might have been
performed with half the fatigue and expence of that,
by way of Virginia. But in every {cheme which was
planned by the then miniftry in England, we find fo
much fhort-fightednefs and fuch manifeflt weaknefs,
that we cannot at all wonder at the ill {fuccefs which
attended their adminiftration,

Let me afk any impartial perfon, in what manner
he thinks the affairs of England could be carried
on, when one minifter had the fupreme direction of the
cabinet, and when that minifter’s only pretenfions for
the high employments he poflefled, was a parliamen-
tary intereft ; without being acquainted with the true
interefts of the nation he governed, or poflefling abie
lities to promote them.

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

Affairs in Europe.  Preparations for war. King's mefs
Jage to the parliament. Addreffes.  Commons grant the
king omne million on account. King’s fpeech, Parlia-
ment provogued. King goes to Hanmover. Mirepoix,
the french ambaflador, fets out for France. King lands
in England. Parkiament meets. King’s [peech. Ad-
dreffes. Treaties with Heffe Caffel and Ruffis. Changes
in the minifiry. Refleftions.

T the beginning of the year 1754, the ftate of
affairs in Europe was much different from what
it was in America ; where war in reality was as much
carried on as ever it was afterwards; but in Europe
peace was avowed between the two nations ; and
while both kingdoms thought of preparing for that
war, which moft able men faw was nigh, ftill the
minifters of each protefted to each other, that war
was the furtheft from their thoughts ; which affuran-
ces, on the partof England, I believe were extremely
true ; for though the proceedings of the french, even
at that time, Ought to have roufed the britith mini-
niftry to refent it in the moft enforfive manner ; yet
they knew very well, that to keep themfelves in the
power they enjoyed, it was neceflary that the nation
thould not be led into a war with France ; for then
(as always was the cafe) the miniftry in England muft
confequently fall in pieces.

In purfuance of fuch a p]an, we find them prac-
tifing the loweft arts, and putting up with the great-
eft injuries, fooner than refent in a juft and rigor-
ous manner, the wrongs their country had received.
The french took notice of this defpicable behaviour,
and refolved to turn it to their good : infomuch, that,
no fooner did they find who they had to deal w1th but
they continued their encroachments in America w1th

double
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double diligence. At laft, however, thefe peaceable
‘minifters were obliged, whether they would or no, to
fee the preparations that were making in all the ports
of France, which they could not poflibly do, with-
out being alarmed ; they as ulual, applied to the french
ambaffador at London ; but his anfwers to their ap-
plications being too frivolous and quibbling, to be
depended upon ; they were obliged for fafety fake to
arm, in their own defence. This meafure, though
too late, was certainly right, and might have been
more effe€tual, had it been made ufe of earlier.

At this time, the duke de Mirepoix was employ-
ing all his abilities, to prevent the juft refentment of
Great Britain againft his nation, for the hoftilities
committed by the french in North America; with the
moft religious affurances that his court was fincere-
ly inclined to adjuft finally and expeditioufly all
difputes fubfifting between the two crowns in the new
world *,

By fome trifling preparations which they made at
Calais, Dunkirk, &c. they endeavoured to perfuade
us, that they intended an invafion of England; but
I think nothing in the world can be plainer, than
that the french at that time had as much thoughts of
of invading the moon, as ever they had of invading
England. The nation was greatly alarmed ; and
twenty fithing boats on the coaft with a camp in a
maritime province of France, we found fufficient to
affrighten us into an immenfe expence to guard againft
that danger which never was to come.

On the 25th of march, his majefty fent a mef-
fage to the houfe of commons, in which he
obferves, That the prefent fituation of affairs

* Vide the memorial which the french ambaflador delivered to
the britifh miniftry, the sth of jannary, and the anfwer to it, ‘This
and many other curious pieces which I have quoted, are to be feen
in the memorial publifhed by the court of France, under the titls of
¢ The condutt of the englifh miniitry,”

having
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having made it neceffary for him to augment his forces
by fea and land ; and to take fuch other meafures, a3
might beft tend to preferve the general pedce of Eu-
rope, and to fecure the juft rights and poffeffions of
his crown in America ; as well as to repel any at-_
tempts whatfoever that may be made to fupport or
countenance any defigns which may be formed againft
his majefty and his kingdoms ; his majefty did not
doubt of the concurrence and fupport of that houfe,
in making fuch augmentations, &c. as the honour of
his crown, the true intereft of his people, and thé
fecurity of his dominions might require, in the pre-
fent critical conjuncture of affairs.

In anfwer to this meffage, the lords and commorns
both prefented moft loyal, dutiful and affetionate ad-
drefles to his majefty.

But what was of more confequence, was the follow-
ing refolution, which paffed the houfe of commons on
the 26th, in confequence of the above meflfage and
addrefles : ¢ That the fum of one million be granted
to his majefty upon account, towards augmenting
the forces by fea and land ; and taking {uch meafures
for the fecurity of his majefty’s dominions, as may
be neceffary in the prefent conjunture.”

No other material bufinefs was tranfacted this fef-
fion. Onthe 25th of april his majefty came to the
houfe, and having given his confent to fuch bills as
were ready ; he made a gracious {peech to both houfes;
after which, the lord chancellor, by his majefty’s
command, prorogued the parliament to the 27th of
may.

In this manner ended this feffion of parliament ;
in my account of it I have been as brief as poflible ;
and indeed I fhould have omitted faying any thing
of it, butlcould not with propriety have made fuch
omiffion, as it had a manifeft conneétion with the war.
For the future I defign to give no further account of
the affairs of the parliament of England, than has

any
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any material conneCtion with the military part of this
hiftory. In the feflion, of which I have juft fpoke,
we find much unanimity and fteadinefs in following
his majefty’s will ; and the grant of one million on
account, fhows that the commons had a very good -
opinion of his majefty’s defigns and meafures (at this
time) in repelling the encroachments that were mak-
ing in his dominions. It was very remarkable in this
- {effion, to fee the loyalty and affettion of thofe mem-
bers in the houfe, from whom no fuch extraordi-
nary fidelity was expected ; more particularly at this
time. .

His majefty having formed a defign of vifiting his
german dominions this year, fet out from St. James’s
on the 28th of april, about five o’clock in the morn-
“ing : he went over Weftminfter bridgein a poft chaife,
through St. George’s fields, over London bridge, and
proceeded for Harwich, where he embarked ; and in
a little. time landed fafe at Helvoetfluys in Holland,
in his way to Hanover. Before his majefty’s depar-
ture, he appointed feveral noblemen and others lords
juftices for the adminiftration of the government,
during his majefty’s abfence 3 at the head of whom
was his royal highnefs the duke.

The only aét of importance they did, was the or-
dering the duke de Mirepoix, the french ambaffador,
to depart the kingdom in 24 hours : he received thefe
orders on the 22d of july, and fet out for France on
the 24th, at four o’clock in the morning, for fear of
being infulted by the mob. Matters between the two
nations were come to fuch a crifis, that it would
have been a jeft for the ambaflador to have ftayed
any longer.

On the 16th of feptember his majefty landed at
Margate from Holland, and the fame day arrived
fafe at Kenfington ;3 being convoyed in his paffage by
my lord Anfon, with the following thips :

Ships
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Ships. Gups. Men:
Windfor 6o 400
Falmouth 50 350
Romney 44 280
Greyhound 24 160
Centaur 24 160
Wafp Io 70
Wolf 19 70

I have before faid that the parliament was pro-
rogued to may 27 ; after feveral adjournments, it met
the 12th of november. In his majefty’s fpeech he
mentioned two treaties which he had concluded with
the emprefs of Ruffia and the landgrave of Hefle
Caflel, which foon after occafioned a warm debate in
the houfe of lords; for the duke of Marlborough
ftood up and moved for an addrefs of thanks; in
which motion there were feveral expreflions which
feemed to imply an approbation of thofe treaties :
this was, by feveral, objeted to; but the motion
was feconded by the earl of Marchmont: many
amendments were propofed, and it occafioned a long
debate, in which the duke of Marlborough, the
earl of Marchmont, the duke of Bedford, the duke
of Newcaftle, the lord chancellor, and the earl
of Granville, fpoke for the motion; and the earl
Temple, the earl of Pomfret, and the lord Tal-
bot againft it: alfo, the earl of Hallifax fpoke
particularly againft the treaties ; but upon the que-
ftion’s being put, the motion was agreed to without
a divifion,

In the addrefs of the commons were thefe expref-
fions, *¢ And we think ourfelves bound in juftice and
gratitude to affift your majefty againft infults and at-
tacks that may be made againft any of your majefty’s
dominions, though not belonging to the crown of
Great Britain,” which occafioned a very long debate ;
but it was agreed to at laft, though not without be-
ing thought by many, a little extraordinary. The

affurances
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affurances of affiftance which were made his majefty>
the reader will find hereafter were fully made good.

I am now come to give the reader an account of a
tranfaction which occafioned much difcourfe ; I mean
the treaties with Heffe Caflel and Ruffia ; a meafure
as much praifed by fome, as it was condemned by
others. The following is an extra¢t from that with
Hefle Caffel, figned at Hanover june 18.

I. The prince of Hefle engages to hold in readi-
nefs 8ooo men, of which 1400 are to be horfe, dur-
ing four years from the figning this treaty, for the
fervice of his britannic majefty, to march immediate-
ly after being required, if for the defence of the low
countries ; and within two months, if for the defence
of England or Hanover. To be commanded by
heflian officers, and to f{wear fidelity to the king of
Great Britain, upon their being firft muftered by an
englith commiffary.

II. Each battalion of foot to have two field pieces.

1II. His majefty engages to pay for every trooper
or dragoon 8o crowns banco, and for every foot {ol-
dier 3o crowns banco.

1V. The king engages to pay, during this treaty,
an annual fubfidy of 150,000 crowns banco, the
crown reckoned at four fhillings and ninepence three
farthings; englith money, from the time of figning
the treaty, till the troops fhall be required to march,
and 300,000 crowns from their being required to
march, till they enter into the pay of his majefty ;
and from their entering into fuch pay, the landgrave
to enjoy an annual fubfidy of 150,000 crowns. When
the troops fhall be again fent back, the fubfidy fhall
be again raifed to 300,000, which fhall be annually
paid from the time of their entering the landgrave’s
territories to the expiration of the treaty.

V. If thefe troops are required to ferve in Germany,
they fhall be put on the fame foot with his majefty’s
forces ; andif in England or Ireland, on the fame foot
with his britifh forces.

D VI If
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VI.If any of thefe troops fhall be cut off, or the ar-
tillery loft or deftroyed, his majefty fhall defray all
expences of recruiting and remounting them, and
make good the lofs of the guns.

VII. The king fhall keep thefe troops in his fervice
during all the time of the treaty, and employ them
where he pleafes, provided it be not on board the fleet,
or beyond the feas. ,

VII. The king fhall fend back thefe troops if the
landgrave thould be attacked, payingthem a month’s
pay, and furnithing them with tranfport veflels at
his own expence, affording him the fuccour of fuch
other troops as”the cafe fhall require, to be conti-
nued till entire fecurity is obtained. The landgrave
of Hefle alfo engages, that if his majefty fhall be
attacked, he will yield him all the fuccour in his
power, and continue it till an advantageous peace fhall
be concluded.

IX. To claim the fuccours ftipulated by this treaty,
it fhall fuffice, that either of the parties are attacked
by force of arms, without having ufed open force
againft him who atracks him.

X. This body of 8ooo fhall be augmented to
12000, if his majefty fhall require it, on the fame
conditions ; the additional body of 4000 men to be
ready fix months after demanded, and the fubfidy
for them to commence from the time of the de-
mand.

XI. This treaty fhall fubfift for four years.

XII. The ratifications to be exchanged fix months
after the fignature.

Such was the treaty with Hefle Caflel, and, the
better to make my remarks upon it, I fhall give the
reader an abftract of that with Ruffia, figned at Pe-
terfburgh 30 f{eptember, N. S. when by comparing
them together we fhall be the better able to judge of
the wifdom of the englith miniftry in concluding thefe
two treaties.

Treaty
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Treaty with Ruffia.

f. Recites, that the emprefs has, for the mutual de-
fence of herfelf and his majefty, at all events marched
to the frontiers of Livonia, adjoining to Lithuania,
55000 mer, of which 40000 are infantry of her re-
gular troops, and 15000 cavalry ; and ftipulates, that
they fhall continue there as long as the prefent con-
vention fhall fubfift.

II. The emprefs engages to hold in readinefs on
the coafts of that province, during the fame time, 40
or 50 gallies with their crews, in condition to a&t on
the firft notice. -

III. Thefe troops and gallies fhall not act, except
his britannic majefty or his allies are attacked, and
then the commanding officer, as foon as he fhall re-
ceive liis majefty’s requifitions, fhall make a diver-
fion with 30,000 of the infantry, and all the 15,000
cavalry, and at the fame time fhall embark the other
10,000 infantry on board the gallies, in order to
make 2 defcent, according to the exigency of the
cafe. N

IV. If his majefty’s german dominions fhall be at-
tacked, the emprefs will regard it as a cafe of the
alliance of 1742,

V. His majefty engages to pay 500,0001. fterling
per annum, in confideration of this fervice, from the
time the ruffian troops fhall, in confequence of bis
requifition, pafs the frontiers of their country. The
payment to be always four months in advance, the
firft to be on the day the troops pafs the frontiers,

VI. The emprefs takes upon herfelf the fubfift-
ance and payment of thefe troops both by fea
and land.

VII. The emprefs engages not to recall thefe troops,
even. though fhe herfelf fhould be atracked by any
other power; and his majefty promifes, thatin fuch
cafe, he will immediately furnith the fuccour ftipulated
in the treaty of 1742.

D 2 VIIIL.
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VIIL. If, contraty to all expetation, a war fhould
break out; his majefty fhall fend into the Bakick a
fquadron of force fuitable to the circumftances, to act
in concert with the ruffian army, as long as they {hall
be within reach of each other.

IX. A britith commiffary and admiral thall always
affift in councils of war, with the ruffian commander
of the auxiliary troops.

X. The ruflfians {hall be entitled to all plunder.

XI. The king engages to procure a paffage for
thefe troops through Poland, if neceflary.

XII. This convention to {ubfift four years.

XIIL. If peace be made, or the object of the di-
verfion ceafes within four years, the ruffian troops then
to return and enjoy the fuccour agreed on three months.
If no peace, the parties to agree on the prolongation
of the convention.

X1V. The convention to be ratified within two
months.

A feparate and fecret article.

His majefty engages to pay 100,000 l. per ann. al-
ways one year in advance, from the ratification of this
treaty to the march of tlie troops beyond the frontier,
when the payment of 500,000 L. per ann. is to com-
mence in its ftead.

Without confidering the neceffity, if there was any, of
thefe treaties, and the goodnefs of them, we thould ob-
ferve, that by the fifth article of the treaty with Hefiz,
it is agreed, thatevery trooper fhall firft be purchafed
at about 201. fterling, and every foot foldier at about
71. which in all makes about 112,000 1. levy money;
befides this, the landgrave is to have about 37,0001
annually before the troops march ; and as foon as they
march, he is to receive 74,0001, annually, till they enter
into pay, according to that of Hanover or England ; at
which time the fubfidy returns to about 37,000 1. an-
nually ; which again, when the troops are fent back,

is
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ig to return to ¥4,000 1. a year, during the whole du-
ration of the treaty.

By the compact with Ruffia, the emprefsis to affift
England with 55,000 troops, and to tranfport and
maintain them for the annual fubfidy of 500,0001.
without any further confideration for death of men
and horfes, or lofs of military ftores, and no return
of themis to take place during the duration of the
treaty, even though the emprefs herfelf fhould be at-
tacked. The reader need not be told how infinitely
more advantageous the treaty with Ruffia was, than
that with Heffe Caffel, for it explains itfelf : who
would have imagined, that we fhould ever have pre-
ferred the affiftance of 8000 heffians, beforea fupply
of ruffians, when the former was ten times as ex-
penfive as the latter ; but flill this amazing folly
(if T may be allowed the expreffion) afterwards ap-
peared in the britith councils, as we fhall fee here-
after. ‘

If we confider the treaty with Ruflia, it will appear
very plain that it was intended againft the king of
Pruffia; for it is agreed by the fecond article, that
thefe troops are to be held in readinefs on the fron-
tiers of Livonia, and the gallies cruizing on that
coaft : and that, on his majefty’s requifition, the com-
manding officer fhall make a diverfion with 30,000
infantry, and 15,000 cavalry, which {peaks in fo many
words thar they were defigned againft his pruffian ma-
jefty. It feems that the britith court, was at this
time very jealous of that monarch’s intentions; they
were fearful he intended to attack Hanover, and to
guard againft this danger (whether or not it was a
real one, I am not able to fay) they thought it ne-
ceflary to conclude the treaty abovementioned with
Ruffia. Againft what other power could this treaty
be defigned ? It was impoflible that the ruffians were
to attack France, or defend us againft the french,
for gallies are quite unfit for the ocean ; befides which,
the article of their making a defcent with 10,000

D3 men,
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men fufficiently fpeaks that they were intended to
further the operation of the land army. In fhort,
from every article of this treaty, it appears to be
manifeftly intended to defend the eletorate of Ha-
nover againft the fuppofed ill intentions of his pruf-
fian majefly. But the affairs of Furope took fuch a
courfe afterwards, as made this treaty (for that pur-
pofe at leaft) ufelefs. But let the merit of them be
ever fo much extolled, they will appear to me to be
but avery thort-fighted remedy for the mifchief they
were intended to prevent. And I freely own the ma-
nagement in making them, is to ointricate for me to
pretend to unravel,

In the middle of november, there happened feveral
changes in the miniftry. Sir Thomas Robinfon re-
figned the feals, and was made keeper of the rolls,
in the room of lord Barrington, who was made fecre-
tary at war; Mr. Fox being removed from the war
office and made fecretary of ftate. And foon after
appeared a new commiffion for the treafury, confifting
of the following lords ; the duke of Newcaftle, firit
lord commiflioner, the earl of Darlington, fir George
Lyttleton, Thomas Hay, and Robert Newgent efqgts.
at the fame time, fir George Lyttleton was made
chancellor of the exchequer, in the room of Mr.
Legge. But this new fet of minifters did not hold
together long, for we find, that on the 16th of de-
cember, the earl of Darlington, and Mr. Hay, re-
moved from the treafury, and were appointed pay-
mafters general in the room of Mr. Pitt; and earl
Gower {worn of the privy-council, and keeper of the
privy feal; and the duke of Marlborough made ma-
fter general of the ordnance: the fame day, lord
Anfon, fir William Rowley, William Ponfonby,
Thomas Villiers, Edward Bofcawen, Richard Edge-‘
cumbe, efgrs. and lord Bateman were conftituted lords
of rhe admiralty. .

Such were the men, who were at this time fet at
the head of affairs; but only 2 few of them were

concerned
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concerned or confulted in theadminiftration of the moft
material affairs of the ftate. :

From the face our affairs wore at the beginning
of this war, we fhall not have great reafon to exult
in our fuccefs.  The reader has feen the begin-
ing of a war between the two nations; and if we
confider what the french made the aim and end of
all their proceedings, namely, that tral of land in
America, on the river Ohio (of which I have fpoke fo
particularly in the former chapter) or as the french
were pleafed to term it, for a ¢ few barren acres,”
we fhall certainly conclude, that they in a manner got
their defires accomplifhed. Indeed I have fhown how
loyal and unanimous the parliament of Great Britain
was in their refolutions to fupport and defend his ma-
jefty’s right to the utmoft ; but T believe the reader
will join with me in being of opinion, that all the
neceffary meafures to hinder a rupture with France
from taking place, were not exerted. But this we
thall be able to judge of clearly by and by, when we
come to be further acquainted with the f{tate of the
quarrel, when it was more advanced, from its infancy.

D a CHAPR
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CHAP I

Nawal affairs in Europe, during the year 1755, Great
diligence ufed by both nations to equip feveral fquadrons.
Macnamara fails from Breff 5 and Bofcawen from Port/-
meuth.  Alcide and L.s taken. Holbourn [ails from
Spickead, Du Guay arrives at Cadiz.  Hawke [ails
to intercept bim. Returns without doing it. Byng
fails from Spithecd,  Court martial on lord Harry
Powlett.  Bofcawen arrives at Spithead.  Refleions.

H E naval affairs of the two nations were not neg-

le¢ted. And indeed the englith were more for-
ward by feathan by land, that is naturally their element’;
and, if thatnation would more confineits military views
by land, and exert them more by fea, they would foon
convince their neighbours how impolitic it would be to
break with them. But we find that both nations at this
period were extremely diligent in preparing their ma-
ritime forces for any exigency of affairs that might
happen. So early as janvary 1754, in England, im-
prels warrants were iffued by the lords of the admi-
ralty 5 and in two days time upwards of 2000 feamen
were taken on the river Thames ; to man (as it was
then given out) a {quadron for the Eaft-Indies : and
the prefs continued with great violence in moft of
the ports of England, feveral thoufand able hands
were picked up, and many entered themfelves vo-
luntarily.

Neither were the french indolent; but with their
ufual diligence were very vigorous in their naval pre-
parations 5 and in the beginning of 1755, laid a ge-
neral embargo on all the ports of France, to man
with the utmoft expedition, a fleet which was fitting
out in Breft; and {o early as the firft of january, fir
Thomas Robinfon, one of his majefty’s principal
fecretaries of {late, was informed by de Cofne, the

fecretary
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fecretary of the embafly at Paris, that feventeen men
of war were ordered to be equipped at Breft ; the ad-
miral’s thip to be of 70 guns, and that the greateft
patt of this fleet was deftined for America. In the
fequel we fhall find, that de Cofne’s advice proved
true ; but he was not the only one that fent this in-
telligence to the miniftry in England, for it was re- |
peated from many places, particularly from Paris,
with many additional circumftances. And indeed the
truth was, that the french exerted at this time all
their diligence and induftry to forward their prepa-
rations for getting a firong {quadron to {fea, which at
that time was advancing very faft at Breft, where
they worked night and day to fit the fhips for fea.
Nor were thefe armaments confined to Breft only,
Rochfort and Toulon were filled with workmen;
but matters were not {o forward there as at Breft,
the fquadron at which port was expected to be ready
to fail by the middle of april; butin this calcula-
tion, the french were miftaken. Many of the fhips
that were to compofe this {quadron, were to carry no
more than 20 or 22 guns, as they were defigned
for the tranfporting a large body of land forces.
However, although the orders from court were po-
fitive, the wind would not permit this fleet to fail till
the third of may ; at which time it did with fo fair a
wind, thatit was out of fight in a fhort time. This
grand fleet confifted of 18 fail of the line and g fri-
gates, carrying 1532 guns.
" On the 20th of may Macnamara the admiral, re-
turned to Breft, with nine thips of the line, having
convoyed the tranfports beyond the capes ; and left
them to proceed to Canada, according to their inftruc-
tions, with a fair wind. .

Now we have feen the french fleet to fea, it is ne-
ceflary to return, and take notice of what had been
doing in England by fea during that time. The mi-
niftry here, were very active in their naval prepara-
tions, to get the englifh fleet to fea as foon as that of

' : France 5
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France; and indeed they were beforé the french
by a fortnight; for admiral Bofcawen failed from
Portfmouth the 1gth of april, with 13 fail of the
line, and one frigate, carrying 738 guns, and 5300
men.

The reader only need compare the force of thefe
two fleets together, and he will at firlft fight perceive
.the great overfight in the miniftry’s fending fourteen
thips to intercept twenty-feven.  And yet this egregi-
ous omiffion in britifh politicks, was {till out-done by
the remedy which was applied to fupply the former
defect. That of fending fix thips of the line and one
frigate, under admiral Holbourn, to follow Mr. Bof-
cawen ; who did not fail till the 11th of may, when
it was fcarce poflible for him to efcape Macnamara’s
Hleer, which had failed but eight days before. And
yet, this was the only effort made by the britifh
miniftry for {everal months, to counteratt the vi-
gorous armaments of the whole naval power of
France.

His orders were to join Mr. Bofcawen as foon as
poflible ; but this he was not able to perform, till
the 21ft of june, when he met with admiral Bofca-
wen’s {quadron, formed in a line before the river St.
Lawrence, cruifing on the banks of Newfoundland
the fame fhip which brought the news of this junc-
tion, allo acquainted the miniftry with the capture of
the Lys and Alcide, two french men of war in de Ia
Mothe’s {quadron : thefe fhips having parted from
the reft, fell in with the englith fquadron, the admi-
ral of which ordered the Dunkirk, Torbay, and
“Monarque to chace; and the Dunkirk coming up
firft with the Alcide, hailed the captain, requiring
him to put back, and come under the admiral’s
ftern ; the frenchman in reply, afked if it was peace
or war; captain Howe (the commander of the Dun-
kirk) faid he did not know, but repeated his orders ;
the frenchman again afked, if it was peace or war;
and captain Howe again replied, he knew not, but

would
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have him prepare for the worft, as he every moment
expefted a fignal from the admiral to fire upon
him for not coming to. At the fame time, ob-
ferving fome foldiers, and land officers, with feveral
ladies, ftanding very thick upon deck, he admo-
nithed them to go down; they foon complied, and
the frenchman, not waiting for captain Howe’s broad-
fide, immediately fired upon him. The other french
man of war ftruck to the Torbay and Monarque.
This is the moft probable account we had of this
altion ; many people doubted whether there was any
converfation at all between the two captains ; but I
have been affured by undoubted authority that there
was ¥, ‘ \

In the mean time the french were in fome pain for
their {quadron in America, left it fhould be met with
and intercepted in its return from thence : to remedy
which, in the beft manner they were able, they fent

* the nine fhips with which M. de Macnamara returned

to Breft, under the command of M. du Guay, a
french admiral to favour their return, who fet fail
from Breft on the 4th of june.

His orders were to cruife on the coaft of Portu-
gal, to favour the return of M. la Mothe and Sal-
vert, in cafe of bad news from America; du Guay
cruifed in the Atlantic ocean, near the ftreights of
Gibraltar ; but not meeting with the other french
fleet, which did not return till fome time afterwards,
put into Cadiz ; and during his ftay in that place,
the englifh miniftry difpatched fir Edward Hawke on
the 24th of july, with 21 fhips of the line, and five

* “The Dunkirk’s guns in this fight wereall double-fhotted every
round, and being yard-arm and yard-arm, did {uch terrible exe-
cation, that the officers of the Alcide could not keep the men to
their quarters, and ran one of them through in order to deter the
others ; but all would not do, the frenchinen not liking fuch

_warm work ; and M. le commodore himfelf, when he was brought
prifoner on board the Dunkirk, told the brave captain Howe, that
1t was crue] to engage fo very clofe.

frigates
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frigates to intercept him, in his return to Breft, or
any other french fhips that might efcape Mr. Bof-
cawen. But this meafure was much condemned by
thofe who were knowing in {ea affairs ; for, accord-
ing to the advices which the miniftry received con-
cerning the naval armaments of the french, it was
probable, that Hawke might fall in with du Guay’s
fquadron of nine thips, joined by five fhips from
Rochfort, and ten from Breft, {both which were ready
to {ail from that port;) and ten fhips in their return
from America. By which it appears, that Hawke
with 21 thips might very poflibly have fell in with
35 french ones ; and I believe the miniftry that
planned his expedition, had not fo very great an opi-
nion of englifh courage as to fuppofe that Hawke
would {(in cafe of a battle) have come off con-
queror.

Sir Edward Hawke’s orders were to cruife off cape
Finifterre, till the french thips thould appear, If we
are to judge of the wifdom of thefe orders by the
fuccefs they met with, the reader, I believe, will not
admire the prudence of them; for M. du Guay, as.
foon as he heard where Hawke was ftationed, and
what was his bufinefs, failed from Cadiz for Breft;
but not in the ufual traét, which he did to avoid the
englith fleet ; he fteered direCtly weft from Spain into
the Atlantic ocean; when, beingat a great diftance
from the coaft, he changed his courfe, and ftood
directly for the land’s end of England ; by this pre-
caution of failing weft to a great diftance, before he
fieered towards the channel, he pafled on the outfide
of all our fleet, cruifingat cape Finifterre, and arriv-
ing fafe in the channel, fell in behind it with his
fquadron, and got fafe into the harbour of Breft,
baving left Cadiz the beginning of auguft.  Sir
Edward Hawke not having been fuccefstul in the
cruife he was fent upon, was called home, where,

however
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however he did not arrive till the 29th of fep-
tember *,

As to admiral Byng’s expedition, or rather cruife,
which he went upon the 14th of oltober, with ten
fail of the line, being the weftern {quadron ; it did
not afford much fpeculation for hiftory. It isenough
to fay, that he returned the 22d of november, not
having done any action of confequence. ,

I fhall here prefent the reader with an affair, that
refle¢ted no great honour on the perfon chiefly con-
cerned. I mean, the court martial on lord -Harr
Powlett. It feems lord Harry commanded his ma-
jetty’s thip the Barfleur, one of the {quadron with
which fir Edward Hawke was fent to intercept the
french admiral, du Guay. The cafe was this; in
confequence of verbal orders from fir Edward Hawke
on the the 23d of auguft, in the morning, lord Harry
Powlett in the Barfleur, gave chafe to a fail in the
fouth eaft, which he purfued all night, and next
morning was unable to find the fleet; and finding
‘his rudder in a very bad condition, was obliged to
put into port, without orders for fo doing from the
admiral. And for this action capt. Powlett was tried
by a court martial, held on board the Prince George
in Portfmouth harbour, the zoth, 21ft, and 22d of
otober.

The following 'were the members that compofed
this court, viz,

Henry Ofborne, efq. vice-admiral of the red,
prefident.
Capt. Roger Martin,
Hon. capt. John Hamilton,

# [ fhould here mention a pretty extraordinary inftance of the
feigned politenefs of our enemies the french; or rather of their
pretended juftice : I mean the capture which M. du Guay’s fqua-
dron made, in its return to Breft, of the Blandford man of war of
20 guns, having governor Lyttleton on board for Carolina, and,
which was afterwards reflored by order of the french court; I
leave my readers to refle on this piece of politenefs.
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Capt. George Bridges Rodney;
Capt. John Montague,

Hon. capt. George Murray;
Capt. Thomas Fowke,

Capt. Richard Tyrrel,

Capt. William Lloyd,

Capt. R. Edwards.

“The coust having heard the evidence, and alfo
what the prifoner had to offer, were of opinion, that
he did not judge and act right in giving chace on
the 24th of auguft, to a fail feen in the fouth- weft,
when three fail were feen in the frorth-eaft, which
might probably be part of the fleet; but it having
clearly appeared to them, that his intentions were up-
right towards the fervice, as he had before ufed his
utmoft endeavours to rejoin the fleet, on the ftation
it was in, when he feparated from it, and did after-
wards ufe the like endeavours to join it on the ren-
dezvous, they do not think this error deferving of
punithment, and do therefore unanimoufly only judge
it proper to admonifh him, as he is hereby admo-
nifhed to be more cautious in his future conduct.

As to his returning into port, the court are of opi-
nion, that, confidering the defects of the fhip’s rud-
der, his proceeding therein was very juftifiable, and
therefore they do unanimoufly acquit him of all blame
upon that account; and he is hereby acquitted ac-
cordingly *.

It requires much caution to reflect on fuch unlucky
affairs as thefe. It is impoflible for any perfon to be
able to fay, whether the court martial on lord Harry
Powlett acted juftly or not; but a private man isnot
to find fault with the proceedings of a court of juftice:
thus much I may be allowed to fay, the nation was
not pleafed with their fentence, with how much rea-
fon, I will not determine; but only obferve, that
lord Harry Powlett has never been employed fince,
in any ftation of importance.

Such
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Such was the determination of this unfortunate af-
fair. 'The nation, in general, at this time, was eager
to have every military offender feverely punithed. At
the eve of a war, examples of a juft feverity are,
certainly neceffary ; but more particularly fo, when a
conftant train of ill fuccefs had baffled all our mili-
tary undertakings. © At the beginning of every
war, it is neceffary to roufe the englith from that fatal
confufed inactivity, which fo diftinguifhes their coun-
cils from thofe of many other nations. But when
once the fpirit of the people is raifed, it is then that
englith courage becomes fuccefsful, to the terror of
their enemies.

CHAP
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CHAP 1V.

American affairs to the end of the year 1755, The chief
command in. North America falls on major general Shir-
ley. His march to Ofwego.  Dunbar marches to Phi-
ladelphia.  Battle at Lake George. Tranfattions at
New York. Grand council of war. Plan of opera-
tions for the enfuing year agreed on.  Refleliions on the
friitlefs campaign of 1755.

Left (at the end of the firft chap.) general Brad-

dock utterly defeated by the french, and flain
on his unfortunate cataftrophe, the command of his
majefty’s forces in North America devolved on major
general Shirley, who having left New York, arrived
at Albany in the beginning of july. This city was
then the grand theatre for all the preparations, for the
northern expedition againft Crown Point, as well as
that to the weftward, for the reduction of Niagara.
The general, on his arrival here, did not find the mi-
litary preparations in fuch forwardnefs as he had rea-
fon to expeét; infomuch, that he was obliged to
wait at Albany on feveral difagreeable accounts ; but
his own troops were, in the mean time filing off,
in different divifions from Schenattady, towards Of-
wego.

Ofwego has long been the accuftomed route, it is
computed to be about 3oo miles weft from Albany,
was formerly garrifoned by twenty-five men ; buton
the commencement of the late difputes the number
was augmented to fifty; and early this {pring fifty
more were ordered up : and at the latter end of may
capt. Bradftreet arrived there with two hundred, be-
fides workmen to be employed in the naval prepara-
tions, purfuant to the fcheme concerted in the con-
grefs of commiffioners at Albany the laft fummer..
On the 24th of july, general Shirley arrived at Sche-

na&ady,
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ne®ads, where he found lieut. col. Ellifon had em-
barked the day before, with the s5th divifion of the
soth regiment, for Ofwego ; and that lieut. col. Mer-
cer with five companies of the 51ft, and one of the
soth, were ftill remaining for want of battoe-men.
On the 29th, the general embarked with 97 battoes,
loaded with military ftores, provifions and other ne-
ceffaries for the expedition ; together with about 200
regular troops, 150 battoe men, and 40 indians, for
Ofwego, leaving orders for lieut. col. Mercer to fol-
low him as foon as poffible.

At laft, on the 18th of auguft, Mr. Shirley arrived
at Ofwego. He found the works there in a very bad
condition ; the chief ftrength of the fort, was its
being mounted with five fmall cannon, three or four
pounders ; it confifted of a ftone wall, and was fitu-
ated on the fouth edge of lake Ontario.

As foon as he arrived there, he took a fur-
vey of the fortifications, and the adjacent coun-
try ; and gave orders for ereéting on the point, a
ftrong log pallifaded fort, capable of mounting large
cannon, and containing barracks for goo men, which,
from the dimenfions of its logs, might be defenfible
againft three or four pounders; and, if it thould be
thought requifite to have a ftrong, regular fortifi-
cation built round it another year, it would be of fer-
vice whilft the new works were ereting ; and for fe-
curing the place to the fouthward of the old fort,
he determined, as foon as hands and time could be
fpared for it, to have a fmall {quare fort of earth
and mafonry, with four baftions, a rampart, parapet
and ditch, containing barracks for 200 men, built
on the other eminence.

Ge:neral Shirley, during his ftay, received feve-
ral accounts of the ftrength and defigns of the
french at Niagara, which made him refolve upon an
expedition thither; and the works of the new fort
which he was building at Ofwego, were fo far ad-
vanced, that he hoped it might be ready in a few

' E days
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days to receive its artillery, he propofed to proceed
to Niaéara, with 600 regulars, befides the albany
men and indians, and a fmall train of artillery ; and
having ordered the preparations to be forthwith made
for the intended attempt ; the 600 troops were drafted,
and held themfelves in readinefs to embark. One
great inducement for Mr. Shirley to perfift in the re-
folution he had taken to attack Niagara, was the ar-
rival of eight battoes at Ofwego, on the 27th of
feptember, containing forty barrels of flower, and
thirteen of bread, which were the fpecies of provifions
wanted.

The reader will no doubted be f{urprifed when he
hears, that for all the advantages attending the Nia-
gara expedition, yet it was laid afide by the general
till the next year. The confiderations which had the
greateft weight with him, to induce him to take this
refolution, were thefe : that nothing more could have
been done that year (fuppofing he had got the troops:
and artillery fafe before it) than to diflodge the french
and demolifh the works, as the ftate of his provi-
fions would nog admit of his leaving a garrifon there,
during the wiﬁser, for its defence ; {o that an effectual
pofleflion of that pafs could not have been taken that
year; whereas, in the mean time, during the abfence
of the veflels from Ofwego (all of which, it was ne-
ceflary fer Mr. Shirley to have taken with him upon
his attempt againft Niagara) it would have been in
the power of the french to have tranfported a train:
of artillery without oppofition, a-crofs the lake to
fort Frontenac, and have landed them near the emi-
nence, behind the old fort of Ofwego, where the in-
tended new fort was not begun to be built ; in whiel
cafe, they might not only have made themfelves ma-
fters of Ofwego, but muft have cut off Mr..Shirley’s
return from Niagara ; which would have been fatal
likewife to the troops.

Such were the reafons given by Mr. Shirley and his
friends, for not proceeding againft Niagara ; certainly

the
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the argumient ufed to perfuade us, that the fcheme
was really impoffible to be executed fuccefsfully, is
entirely fallacious, and its very foundation is {apped,
when we come to enquire, why the works which Mr.
Shirley erected at Ofwego were not finithed, or at
leaft fo far in fowardnefs, as to permit him to at-
tempt the expedition : nor can I conceive, that it was
fo utterly impoffible to leave a garrifon in Niagara
during the winter, fince by the fituation of that fort
the french would not have been able to make them-
felves mafters of it in that feafon, with the force
which it was in their power to ufe againft it. But
one of the greateft objections to this change in the
general’s opinion is, his pretending that he could not
leave the garrifon in Niagara, by reafon of the
fcarcity of provifions ; for it will be very palpable to
the reader that the general did not ufe his utmoft care
in that article of providing provifions, at leaft in fo
great a degree as is pretended by his friends: it
is very plain by the other parts of his conduét in
this expedition, that he was well provided with every
thing but provifion ; and that he was not fo very
badly off in that regard as is pretended.

The difficulty which the general met with in | for-
warding the two forts, he was building, was certainly
great ; but not in fo great a degree as has been thought:
It thould be confidered, that they were erected without
any regular engincer, (an officer though, I fhould
fuppofe Mr. Shirley might have procured) at the di-
ftance of 300 miles from any englith fettlement,
where a larger fupply of proper workmen and ma-
terials for ftrong fortifications could not be had ; and
the bad weather retarded his expedition confiderably ;
befides which, part of their time was taken up in
finithing a veflel then building for his majefty’s fer-
vice, in Y order to preferve the command of Iake On-
tario; together with a large hofpital and barracks for
winter quartera, to -contain upwards of goo men;

the timber for all which, was to be cut frem the
E =2 ftem,
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flem, and the ground on which the forts were build-
ing, to be cleared of the trees and underwood, with
which it was covered.

The general having fettled thefe matters at Ofwego,
and finding a great acceflion of bufinefs advance,
upon the death of general Braddock, began to think
of leaving Ofwego, and proceeding to the colony of
Maffachufet’s bay, of which he was governor.

Upon his departure, he left crders with the
commanding officer of the garrifon to finith the
two forts in his abfence ; for although Mr. Shirley
had {pent fo much time at Ofwego, yet thefe forts
were not near complete ; but to aflift the command-
ing officer in furnifhing and ftrengthening them, and
the other works, he fent two engir eers as early in the
{pring as he could.

I remarked before, that Mr. Shirley calculated thefe
forts more for defence againft mufketry and {mall
cannon of two or three pound ball, than large bat-
tering ones : for fecuring the forts againft fuch as
might be conveyed by the french on the lake, he de-
pended upon having a fuperior naval force on the
lake Ontario ; on {uppofition thar, if his majefty’s
veffels kept the command of the lake, it would be
impracticable for the french to attack Ofwego. Hav-
ing fettled thefe matters, the general fet out on the
24th of Of¢tober, in a whale boat, attended by
fome battoes; and arrived at Albany the 4th of
november.

Such was the end of the Ofwego expedition: the
fervice which the general did there, had its ufes; but
he completed nothing ; more might have been ex-

ected, confidering the time he fpent there; he cer-
tainly might (from the feveral accounts which we
have of this tranfattion) have left Ofwego in fuch a
condition, as to bhave had nothing to tear from a
french invafion ; the great difficulty of tranfporting
cannon in that wild country, did indeed, in fome

mealure, infure,the fafty of the fort; but then we
find
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find that the general was ftrangely out, in his imagin-
ing, that he rendered the lake fecure by his naval
force 3 he ought certainly to have left Ofwego in fuch
a coandition, as to have been able to refift any force
that the french could bring againit it, by any road
whatever, whether by land or the lake ; and this furely
the general might have done, in the time he fpent
there.

I thall now purfue the account I gave of the mi-
litary tranfactions under colonel Dunbar, in the
fouthern colonies. Having reached fort Cumberland,
he difpatched an indian exprefs to general Shirley,
with an account of the defeat, and' the neceffary re-
turns refpeting the troops under his command ; ac-
quainting him, moreover, with his intention of march-
ing to Philadelphia, and his hopes of meeting his orders
at Shippenfburg. About the fame time Mr. Din-
widdie wrote to Dunbar, propofing a fecond attempt
on fort du Quefne ; but a council being thereupon
held, the members of which were col. Dunbar, lieut.
col. Gage, governor Sharpe, major Chapman, major
Sparke, and fir John St. Clair, it was unanimoufly
conceived, that Mr. Dinwiddie’s {cheme was imprac-
ticable, The very next day, being the 2d of auguft,
Dunbar began his march towards Philadelphia, with
1600 men, four {ix pounders, and as many cohorns 3
leaving behind him the Virginia and Maryland com-
panies, and about 400 wounded. At this fudden
departure of the forces, the Virginians were extreme-
ly difobliged, as not only expofing their frontiers and
occafioning the daily defertion of their provincials ;
but becaufe the enemy in flying parties, penetrated
into the province, and on many of the inhabitants
committed robberies and murder. Dunbar certainly
acted right in retreating to Philadelphia; for this rea-
fon, becaufe in that province was feated one of the
moft confiderable cities in all our plantations, which
would have been of greater conlequence to the french
to conquer, than ten times the number of fcattered

E 3 fettlements
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fettlements in Virginia, of which that whole province
confifts.

Upon the advices received from Dunbar, Mr. Shir-
ley gave orders, for renewing the attempt; if the
fouthern colonies would readily afford him a compe-
tent reinforcement : governor Morris having convened
the Penfilvania affembly, he informed them of the
retreat of the englith army, and in a well drawn pa-
thetic {peech, prefled them to vigorous meafures for
the defence of their borders. They proceeded {o far,
as to vote the raifing 50,000 |. but offering a bill for
taxing the proprietary eftate, an immediate rupture
enfued ; and in this manner broke up an affembly of
as obftinate v------ s, as any fellons that ever were fent
over from Great Britain thither for flaves. Virginia
being almoft equally open to the irruptions of the
enemy, four companies of rangers were ordered out,
and the aflembly voted 40,0001. for furnithing 1000
men for the defence of their frontier. About the
fame time the council and afitmbly of New Jerfey
met, and the latter voted 30,000 1. for the public
fervice ; but as the houfe propofed to prolong the
currency of the bills for nine years, to which Mr.
Belcher (thegovernor) not being able toaffent, 15,000 1.
only, was raifed, and its ufe reftri¢ted to keeping
on foot her regiment at Ofwego, commanded by col.
Schuyler. At New York, the houfe of reprefenta-
tives affembled on the 5th of auguft, and fet out with
a generous {pirit. They refolved to reinforce the
provincial army deftined for Crown Point with 400,
the bill was actually paffed the houfe for that purpofe ;
but it afterwards dropped.

About a month before the departure of general
Shirley from Ofwego, major general Lyman being
advanced with the troops to the carrying place, about
60 miles from Albany, was waiting the arrival of ge-
neral Johnfon, who fet out from thence the 8th of
auguft, with the train of artillery, Lyman had be-
gun a fort at the landing, on the eaft fide of Hud-

fon’s
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fon’s river, now called fort Edward. About the latter
end of the month, general Johnfon, with the main
-body, moved forward, 14 miles more northerly, and
pitched his camp at the fouth end of lake George,
before called lake Sacrament. By fome indians, who
had been fent as fcouts, he received the following
advices : that they had difcovered a party of french and
indians at Ticonderoga, fituated on the ifthmus be-
tween the north end of lake George and the fouthern
part of the lake Champlain, 15 miles on this fide
Crown Point ; but no works were then thrown up.
To have fecured this pafs, which commanded the
route to Crown Point, through the lake, had been a
meafure extremely advifeable. Mr. Johnfon, informed
of its importance, on the 1t of feptember, wrote to
general Shirley, that he was impatient to get up his
battoes ; propofing then to proceed with part of the
troops, and feize upon that pafs ; the french however
took advantage of this delay of general Shirley’s, and
cut out work enough for him at his own camp.

The french fleet, which admiral Bofcawen failed
in the {pring to intercept, carried over, asI have elfe-
where mentioned, the troops deftined for the defence
of Canada, with Monf. de Vaudreuil, governor ge-
neral, and the baron de Diefkau, commander of the
forces. The french court well apprifed of the fingu-
lar confequence of Ofwego, had determined to re-
duce it.  Such being the baron’s inftructions, he im-
mediately proceeded to Montreal, from whence he
detached 700 of his troops up the river, intending
himfelf fpeedily to join them with the remainder.
Juft before he had made the neceflary preparations,
Montreal was alarmed with the news of our form-
ing a numerous army near lake St, Sacrament, for
the redudtion of fort Frederick, and perhaps to pe-
netrate into. the heart of Canada. Whereupon, a
grand council being held, the baron was importuned
to proceed through lake (lizhamplain, for the defenc«;

4 o
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of that fortrefs : nor was he without great difficulty
prevailed upon to alter his intended route. ’

It feems that the baron de Diefkau, waited in ex-
petation of our army coming up to give him battle ;
but being difappointed therein, he refolved to advance
againft Johnfon ; defigning, if he proved victorious,
to lay wafte all our northiern colonies, lay the towns
of Albany and Scheneftady in athes, and cut off all
communication with Ofwego. For the execution of
which defign, he embarked at fort St. Frederick, with
2000 men'in battoes, and landed at the fouth bay,
about 16 miles from the englifh encampment ; his de-
fign was, firft to attack and make himfelf mafter of
fort Edward, and then attack Mr. Johnfon in his
camp ; this he propofed to his troops, and was heard
with pleafure by the regulars of his army; but the
canadians and the militia were very much averfe to
that plan, they agreed to the attack of the general
in his camp, as they expected to meet with no can-
non to oppofe them ; in this however they were mi-
ftaken, for the englifh artillery was got up to the
camp from fort Edward a day or two before the
action, and of which the french had no intelligence.
Diefkau, thus difappointed in his principal defign,
changed his route, and began to move againft the
main body at the lake. General Johnfon had re-
ceived advice by his indian {couts, that the enemy
was marching towards fort Edward, where 250 of
the New Hampfhire regiment, and five companies of
the New York regiment were pofted, under the com-
mand of col. Blanchard ; this was on the 7th of fep-
tember, and the next morning a council of war was
held, in which it was agreed to detach 1000 men,
in order, either to {uccour fort Edward, or meet the
french general in his return from that poft, whether
he was victorious or not. Accordingly this body of
men marched about nine o’clock, under the command
of col. Williams, an officer much efteemed for his

perfonal bravery and good condugt,
: The
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The fituation of the englith was this : they wera
encamped on the banks of lake George, being co-
vered on either fide by a thick wooded {wamp; in
the front, the general had thrown up a breaft work
of trees felled, to which he drew up his cannon, that
were afterwards of great fervice to him. The de-
tachment under col. Williams was beat back by the
french, about an hour and half after their departure ;
being much inferior to the enemy.

About eleven, the enemy appeared in fight ; they
marched in a very regular order towards the center
of the englith army, till they were within 150 yards
of the breaft work ; when, to the utter aftonith-
ment of the englith general, Diefkau made a halt for
fome time, which proved his ruin ; the englith army
was in fome confternation, and had the frenchman
then began the attack, the fortune of the day might
probably have been otherwife ; but when they found
the french army made this ill-timed halt, their {pi-
rits recovered, and they prepared to refift the enemy
with an alacrity, which forboded the approaching
victory. Howeyer, Diefkau began the attack, at the
center of the englith army, in good order, with his
regulars : the capadians and indians were concealed
among the fwamps, on the flanks of theepglith army,
and maintained an irregular and fcattered fire. The
firft regular fire from the french were their regular’s
platoons, but did no great execution, being at too
great a diftance ; on which theenglifh artillery, com-
manded by capt. Eyre, began to play, when the en-
gagement became general on both fides ; the french
regulars behaved well, and kept their ground and or-
der for fome time, with great refolution and good
conduét ; but the conftant fire from the englith ar-
tillery, difordered them, when their fire became very
faint : they then moved to the right, and attacked
col. Williams, col. Ruggles, and col. Titcomb’s re-
giments, where they maintained a very warm fire for
near an hour, flill keeping up their fire in the other

~ parts



(58 )

parts of the line, but not very ftrong ; the three re-
giments on the right, fupported the attack fo bravely,
that the enemy was repulfed with confiderable lofs;
at which time the englith troops and indians leaped
the breaftwork purfued the enemy, flaughtered num-
bers, and took f{everal prifoners ; among whom, was
the baron Diefkau, the french commander in chief,
which made the vittory on the fide of the englith
complete ; the purfuit of the enemy ended about feven
o’clock. The lofs of the french was upwards of 1000
men ; that of the conquerors did not exceed 130 kill-
ed and 60 wounded ; col. Titcomb was killed, major
Johnfon and major Nichols were wounded. Our
greateft lofs was in the detachment under col. Wil-
liams, who was killed, together with major Afhley,
captains Ingerfal, Puter, Ferral, Stoddert, M’Gimes
and Steevens, all indian officers, with 40 indians and
old Hendrik, the famous indian fachem.

It is to be remarked, that in this engagement, the
indians (fome of the Mohawks excepted) retired from
the camp, and did not join the army till after the
battle ; this thows us very plain, that our good friends
the indians were ready to join the conqueror, whether
french or englith ; which I wonder at the more, as
Mr. Johnfon was allowed to have an univerfal influence
over thofe with him in this expedition. But the
general’s conduét was impeached of a much greater
miftake than that he was guilty of, in putting too
much confidence in his indians, his not following the
blow he had gained; it was objefted againft him,
that had he purfued the enemy clofe, with fpirit, he
might with little difficulty have made himfelf mafter
of Crown Point, the chief objeét of the expedition,
It muft be allowed that if we confider {everal expref-
fions in the general’s letter to the governors of the
colonies, we fhall find reafon to believe, that he did
not make the moft of his advantage ; and his feeming
to be fo much afraid of a *“ more formidable attack,”
makes us think that he had conceived much too great
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potions of the enemy he had conquered : as to his
own perfonal bravery, I never heard the leaft flur
thrown upon that.

Governor Shirley, as I mentioned before, arrived at
New York, from Ofwego, the 2d of december ;
having, before he left Albany, wrote circular letters to
the feveral governors upon the continent, as far weft-
ward as Virginia, fummoning them to meet him
there, in order to form a council of war, confifting
(purfuant to one of his majefty’s inftructions to hxm)
of fuch of the governors upon the continent, and
field officers of his majefty’s troops, as could attend
it.  The council met the 12th, and although the
invitation was general, it confifted but of few mem-
bers.

* Mr. Shirley opened the conference, by laying be-
fore them, his majefty’s inftructions to general Brad-
dock ; and then delivered his own fentiments to the
board ; who declared their opinion in favour of Mr.
Shirley’s fchemes ; and, in particular, that it was
moft effentially neceflary, at all events, to fecure the
pavigation of the lake Ontario; but they were of
opinion, that 6000 troops thould be employed in the
expedition againft the french forts upon that lake,
and 10,000 in that againft Crown Point; and as to
the propofed attempt againft fort du Quefne, and ope-
rations upon the river Chaudiere, they were of opinion,
they thould be carried into execution, provided it could
be done without interfering with the two principal ex-
peditions : and after confidering the points propofed to
them by Mr. Shirley, theydeclared it to be their una-
nimous opinion that, an additional number of regu-
lar troops to thofe his majefty then had upon the
continent, would be neceffary for effectually recover-
ing and fecuring his juft rights there. The refult of
the council was, that Mr, Shirley, as he had received
intelligence, that the french were building veflels of
force at Frontenac, ordered a fnow, a brigantine, and
a floop to be built, as {foon as poflible at Ofwego;

and
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and determined to make preparations for carrying
into execution the before-mentioned plan of opera-
tions in the enfuing year, as far as the forces he then
thould have, would permit him.

Such were the refolunions taken in this council of
war ; who adopted Mr. Shirley’s opinion in every
thing, and indeed with great reafon; for certainly
the plan of operations which he framed and laid be-
fore them, was drawn up in a mafterly manner, and
fhowed that the author of it was perfeétly well ac-
quainted with his bufinefs, in the theory at leaft;
what he was in the practice of it, I fhall have fur-
ther occafion to mention hereafter.

But although the debates and refolutions in the
cabinet were guided by wifdom, prudence, and
forefight ; the operations in the field, afforded but a
melancholy profpe¢t. How fruitlefs was the cam-
paign of 1755 ! It was the misfortune of the englith
colonies to defpife their enemy : they knew their own
country was populous, fertile, and great part of it
well cultivated ; on the contrary, Canada was barren,
and uncultivated, and had not a fiftieth part of the
inhabitants, which were in their own ; the parallel {o
advantageous to the englifh, proved almoft their
ruin; exalted with thefe notions of their fuperiority,
they did not confider, that the french knowing their
own inferiority, were refolved to make up, by the
moft unremitting diligence, what they wanted in
point of numbers ; for fome time the event anfwered
their expectations ; for furely no country was ever in
a more pitiful condition, than the englifh colonies
were reduced to, by means of the incurfions of the
french and their indians ; the defencelefs country was
one continued {cene of all the horrors of war, ren-
dered more terrible by the barbarous manner with
which the indians make it. General Braddock, in
whom their greateit hopes were centered, was de-
feated, and their enemies pouring in upon them, like
an irrefiftible torrent, without any thing to oppofe.

them:
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them : and in full poffeflion of all their formidable
encroachments : all the englith could boaft of having
done (to the {fouth of Nova Scotia) was the building
two paltry forts at Ofwego, and they not comeplete ;
and the fine fpeeches made in the council of war by
the commander in chief: I am {peaking of what con-
cerned general Shirley 5 Mr. Johnion indeed, gained
a vi¢tory over the enemy, which had very great con-
fequences ; but as to Mr. Shirley’s expedition to Of-
wego, in which he {pent fo much time and money;
I cannot reflect on it without regret. The manner
in which the year 1755 ended, will be remembered
in the annals of America, with forrow. The weak
efforts made by the englith nation to recover its juft
rights, which were fo fcandaloufly trampled upon by
the french; will be a lafting difgrace to the politics
of a people who make fo confiderable a figure in Eu-
rope, and, who were {o able to proteét their fellow
fubjects in America. Indeed, with the blefling of
God, they have fince had better fuccefs in fo juft a
caufe ; and have exulted, with reafon, in their tuin
but under different generals, dire¢ted by very dif-
ferent councils. It will be my bulinefs to thew this
hereafter ; in the mean time, it is neceflary to take
a view of the tranfactions in Europe ; which fhall be
the fubjeét of the next chapter.

CHAPD
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CHAP. V.

Tranfastions in England in the beginning of ibe yéar.
Rouillé's letter 1o Fox, and bis anfwer. Treaty with
Pruffia. Col. York, at the Hague, demands the 6000
troops.  Parliament meets. King’s meflage. Addreffes,
and king’s anfwers. Parliament addrefs the king to
bring over the Hanoverians.  King’s meflage and [peech.
Parliament prorogued. Hanoverians and Heffians ar-
zive. Declarations of war. Affairs in the Eaft-In-
dies.  Fort Geriab taken.  Reflettions.

EW years ever opened the dawn of their con-
tents, ata more critical time than the year 1756.

The difputes between the kingdoms of England and
France, was come to fuch a height, that a war was
inevitable: although neither party chofe yet to de-
clare themfelves openly, ftill it was very plain from
the general circumitances of the two nations, that
matters were come to fuch a crifis, as to be impof-
fible to be healed. In America the war was become
6pen and avowed, and it was expefted to be the
fame in Europe every day ; for all intercourfe was cut
off. Many difcerning people were miftaken in their
conjectures, when they thought they perceived a
reconciliation between the two nations, near at hand,
{o far from it, that it was never further off. The mini-
ftry, who at this time prefided in the conncils of
England, would have been glad to have procured a
lafting peace between the french and englifh, could
they have been able to do it without forfeiting their
own honour, or what perhaps they efteemed a greater
lofs, their places. Thefe gentlemen forefaw, very
plain, that as foon as an irruption took place be-
tween the two courts, their power would fall to
pieces, by reafon of the multitude of fations
and parties, which always fpring up in the englith
court
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court at the beginning of a war : urged by thefe
reafons, they would have patched up matters with
the french court, more fpeedily than the intereft of
their country requlred, if the nation had not had a
truer fenfe of the injuries received from the french.
In this ticklifh fituation, was the court of England,
at the beginning of the year 1756.

This year, fo remarkable in the annals of Britaim,
was uthered in by the ftrange letter *, wrote by Monf.
Rouillé, minifter and fecretary of ftate to the king
of France, to Mr. Fox, fecretary of ftate to the king
of England; it contained a pompous juftification of
the french king’s conduét, and complaining of the
hoftilities committed by the englifh ; turning the
whole blame of the war on the king of England.
Mr. Fox’s anfwer was wrote with the fame defign,
comphaining of the condu of the french court..

Before I make any obfervations on the french me-
morial, I fhall juft add a remark on Mr. F—’s ma-
magement of this affair, fo far as it concerned his
anfwer ; and that is, the fcandalous manner in which
the nation was difgraced by the beggarly french, i
which Mr. F=~s letter was compofed, and as fuch was
printed in the Paris gazette. I leave the reader tor
judge, whether it is bf:commorthe honour of the eng-
lifh nation, for 1ts firft mlmﬁer to talk to a forelgrr
court in any other language but that of his ownnation.

Never did the chicanary of the court of France
appear more glaringly, than in the above memorial 5
nothing is more {ufceptable of the moft mathemati-
cal demoftration, than that Britain was, in her own
fmoft juft defence, forced into this war with France:
ftabbed at her vitals in America, the was either
obliged to acquielce fupinely in the french manifold
invafions there ; ; or to put a ftop to them by repelling
the aggreflion with a commencement of hottilities.
An immediate declaration of war would, perhaps,
have been more confonant to the eftablithed forms

* Vide appendix.
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of practice; but fince the french themfelves had not
paid any regard to them, in their own procedure;
they could, at leaft, with the worfe grace complain of
our having followed the bad example they had fet us;
which was not the lefs real, for its being the lefs ma-
nifeft to the reft of Europé.

But to clear up beyond doubt the falfity of the
allegations contained in this memorial, we need but
confider the following matters of fact, relating to it.
It thould be remembered, that in' january 1755, the
french ambaffador returned to London, and made
gredt proteftations of his court’s fincere defire, finally
and {peedily to adjuft all difputes betweert the two
crowns concerning America: and notwithftanding
the extraordinary preparations which were at that
time making in the ports of France, her ambaffador
propofed, ¢ That before the ground and circum-
¢« ftances of the quarrel fthould be enquired into,
¢« pofitive orders fhould be immediately fent to our
« refpeltive governors, forbidding them to under-
¢ take any new enterprife, or proceed to any alt of
¢ hoftility ; and emjoining them, on the contrary, to
¢ put things without delay, with regard to the lands
¢ on the Chio, on the fame footing that they were,
“ or ought to have been before the war; and that
‘¢ the refpeétive claims fhould be amicably referred
¢ to the commiflioners at Paris, that the two courts
*“ might terminate the difference by a {fpeedy accom-
*“ modation.”

The britifh court immediately declared its readinefs
to confent to the propofed ceflation of hoftilities, and
that all the points in difpute might be difcuffed and
terminated by the minifters of the two crowns; but
on this condition, that all the poffeffions in America
fhould be previoufly put on the foot of the treaty of
Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix la Chapelle ; there-
fore, the king of England propofed, ¢ That the
¢¢ pofieflion of the land on the Ohio fhould be re-
“ tored to the focting it was on at the conclu-

« fion
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tioh of the faid treaty, which was renewed by that
of Aix la Chapelle ; and moreover, that the other
poffeflions in north America thould be reftored to
the fame conditien in which they actually were, at
“ the figning of the faid treaty of Utrecht, and
‘“ agreeable to ceflions and ftipulations therein ex-
prefled : and then the method of informing the
refpeftive governors, and forbidding them to un-
dertake any new enterprile, or act of hoftility,
“ might be treated of ; and the claims of both par-
“ ties referved, to be {peedily and finally adjufted,
¢ in an amicable manner between the two courts.”
That is to fay, that France fhould repay the injury
done by open force, before the parties fhould enter
into treaty about the claim of right, after which the
pofleflions of both parties might be fettled on the
foot of a definitive agreement.

The reafon for the french court’s proceeding in this
manner, is very palpable : nothing would have ferved
their turn {o well, as referring the cale to be agreed
on by the commiffioners at Paris; and the reafon is
very plain ; no fooner fhould we have ordered our
american governors to defift from any acts of hofii-
lity, and referred our caufe to negociation; but the
french would have fet about firengthening themfelves
in America, by ‘fupplies from Europe, in fuch a
manner, that they would at this day have been fupe-
tior to the englith in that country; and not only
have fecured to themielves, the encroachments they
had already made, but would in all probability have
conquered all the back fettlements belonging to the
englith colonies; or, to ufe the words of a french
writer, have ¢ drove the englifh into the fea.”

Negotiations at this period extended further than
juft between the two crowns of Great Britain and
France; the two kings of England and Prufiia, at
this time, thought it neceffary for each other’s welfare
to enter into a negotiation for a treaty to keep all
foreign troops from entering the empire ; which were
{peedily
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fpeedily brought to a conclufion ; for a treaty was
figned between thefe two powers, on the 16th of jas
nuary, this year : the reafons given by the britith
miniftry for taking this meafure, were chiefly ceri-
tered in the defign, to keep the french from in-
vading the electorate of Hanover ; which it was very
natural to expeét they would really do, after they had
threatened it in all the courts of Europe. The fub-
ftance of this treaty was as follows: :

I. That Great Britain with her allies, and Pruffiay
thall mutually affift each other; in endeavouring to
keep all foreign troops from entering the empire.

I1. That Great Britain fhall pay 20,6001 as an in-
demnification for the captures of that merchandize,
which was taken on board pruffian bottoms, and fold
during the laft war, and in return, that Pruflia fhall
pay the Silefia loan. ~

The reader will perceive; that the moft important
article of this treaty is, that Great Britain and her
allies, and Pruffia, thall mutually affift each other in
endeavouring to keep all foreign troops from enter-
ing the empire. And here it is neceflary to recall to
mind, the treaty concluded the laft year with Ruffia,
by which, as I before thewed, the Ruffians were to
act in Germany, agreeable to the direftions of his
britannic majefty. From this it appears, that thefe
two treaties with Ruflia and Pruffia are, at leaft,
feemingly contradi¢tory to each other ; for by the
ruffian treaty, the ruffians are to march into Germa-
ny, for the purpofes of thattreaty; and by the pruf
fian treaty, they are excluded from entering the em-
pire, being foreign troops. I know to this, man
fpecious political arguments are ufed by the friends
of the englith miniftry, to perfuade the world, that
thefe two treaties are not in the leaft oppofite and
contradictory to one another, being folely defigned
for the protection of Hanover againtt the french ; but
I muft confefs, that ir my humble opinion, nothing
can be more feemingly inconfiftent ; I fay feemingly,

for
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for We know riot what private reafons, (thete certainly
tan bé no public ones) might induce the englifh mi-
niftry to have concluded this treaty. In thort, this
is one of thofe furprifing turns in the political world,
which aftonifhes every one, as it leaves every one in
the dark, and which nothing but time can make ap-
pear in its true light,

The fituation of affairs in Europe were at this time
extremely critical 5 every day produced fome new
reafons to believe, that a war was become inevitable
between Great Britain and France; and it was much
feared, that the quarrel between thefe two nations
would involve the reft of Europe in the war; by
reafon of the open declarations, which France every
whetre made of her intentions, to march an army into
the electorate of Hanover ; which it was thought
would engage fome of the german princes in the
quarrel, as foon as any french troops invaded the
empire. In the North, matters did not bid fo fairly
for war, as every thing was peaceable in thofe king-
doms; but the fcene of negotiations on the con-
tinent of Europe at this time, was the Hague ;
where the minifters of the two belligerant powers
were ufing their utmoft endeavours to procure an in-
tereft in the republic, for their refpeGtive mafters. It
was then (the 13th of february) that col. York, the
king of Great Britain’s ambafifador at the Hague,
delivered to their high mightinefles an important me-
morial, importing,  That although his mafter had
convinced all Europe of his defire to maintain the
general peace that had lately fubfifted ; yet he found
himfelf threatened with a war being kindled in his
own dominions. That France was at that time mak-
ing immenfe preparations of all kinds, particularly

_on the northern coafts, which wete evidently defigned
againft Great Britain; and which the french minifters
at the feveral courts of Europe had confirmed, by their
declarations. That thefe motives had obliged the
king to demand the 60co men, to be fent over to his

Fa afliftance,
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affiftance, which the republic was bound to do by
treaty ; and that the neceflary fhipping for their em-«
barkation, would be got ready immediately.”

This memorial gave a clear and juft account of
the great preparations which France was at this time
making on all fides. It is true, their deftination was
not then known ; but, they were certainly very alarm-
ing to the court of Great Britain ; there were atleaft
40,000 men aflfembled in Flanders, under the com-
mand of tWwo marfhals of France, thefe troops were
polted there, for two reafons; the firft to be ready to
annoy England, and fecondly to awe the dutch ;
for the french ambaffador at the Hague, threatened
the ftates general with an invafion, it they complied
with the demands of Great Britain, in relation to the
60oo men. All the ports of France at this time re-
iounded with the noife of preparations, which tended
to invade Great Britain : troops from all the inland
parts of the kingdom were continually {warming
towards the northern coaft. Indeed, in this cafe, it
is natural for the reader to afk how it came about,
that England was at this time {o deftitute of national
force; tor really it does not appear, but that the
kingdom was not fo very weak, as to make it necef-
fary to call in the affiftance of the troops, which
Holland was by treaty obliged to furnith ; but ftill
as the dutch were bound to fuccour us, it was judged
a neceflary meafure to demand the fupply of 6006
men, as we might by that means perceive how they
ftood affelted towards the englifh.

The truth was, thefe phlegmetic friends were fo
much under the influence of France, that upon the
french ambaffador’s prefenting a2 memorial to the
ftates general, on account of the demand made by
England, they refufed to fend the fuccours,-although
they were bound fo to do by treaty; nor will they
furprife us much, when we confider the quantity of
french gold that was made ufe of to procure this re-
folve, which reflected fo much dithonour on the ftates

of
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of Holland ; but France is never without her pen=
fioners at the Hague.

Matters were become fo warlike between the
two nations, that many in England really believed,
that the french intended to invade us ; 5 it is very plam
that the miniftry did not think themfelves perfeétly
{ecure, from a meflage which his majefty fent to the
parhament, in which he acquainted them, that he
had received {ure advice of a defign formed by France
to invade his kingdoms, which his majefty had great
reafon to believe true, from the immenie prepara-
tions making on the coaft of France: that his ma-
jetty had, with their advice, augmented his forces,
and made a requifition of a body of heffian troops,
to be brought over, as they are obliged to be by
treaty : that his ma jefty doubted not, But he thould
be fupported on this occafion by his parliament, in
oppofition to any {uch daring attempts.

Never did any parhament fhew more unanimity
than was difcovered on reading this meflage ; it was
agreed, without any oppofition, that an addrefs of
thanks fhould be prefented to his majefty, affuring
him of their inviolable attachment to his perfon and
government, againft the hoftile attempts of France.

In return for fo much loyalty and affection, his
majefty anfwered, ¢ That he thanked them for their
¢« repeated affurances of their unalterable zeal,
duty, and affection to him, on this occafion, and
has the utmoft confidence in their vigorous fup-
“ port.”

As I have feveral times mentioned the alarm that
prevailed in England, to fo great a degree, of a
french invafion, it will be neceffary to acquaint the
reader, that the parliament was now fo much of opi-
nion that the nation was really in danger, as to ad-
drefs the king, to bring over a body of the hano-
verian troops, for the proteftion of the kingdom,
againit the defigns of France; to which his majef’cy
returned the followmor anfwer. ¢ I am always very
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< glad to do any thing that is agreeable to my parli»
¢ ament, and for the benefit and fecurity of my peo-
¢« ple ; and as both houfes defire that a body of my
<« german troops fhould be brought over hither, ta
<« aflift in defence of this kingdom, in the prefent
¢ critical conjulture, I will give immediate orders
¢ for that purpofe.”

I cannot pafs over an affair which made fo greata
noife half Europe over, as the addrefs of the britifh
parliament. It is difficult to fay, what could pofiefs
the nation with fuch an univerfal dread of an inva-
fion, as at this time ran through all degrees of peo-
ple, from the higheft to the loweft. Every true bri-
ton, that loves his country and efteems its honour,
will look back upon it with deteftation, Will it
not be recorded to the difhonour of the britith na-
tion, that fhe was forced to afk the affiftance of the
eleGtorate of Hanover, to defend herfelf againft an
imaginary danger; for it is well known, that al}
the mighty preparations of France, were, at this time,
deftined for a different expedition, which afterwards
fully appeared : and this difgrace is yet more fully
difplayed, when we confider, that at this time, very
few englith troops were abfent in the Eaft or Welt-In-
dies, or the american colonies. Would it not have
been more honourable in the nation, to have raifed
an army of the natives to defend their own country,
than to call in the afliftance of foreigners; and after
all the noife and buftle that was made in trumpeting
out the danger the nation was in, when it was pre-
tended that a concatination of events foretold this
danger, that after all, it thould turn out a mere ftra-
tagem of the french court, to deceive the englifh mi-
niftry.

As I am now mentioning the affairs of the parlia-
ment this {eflion, for the fake of perfpicuity, 1 will
continue my account till the end of the feflion; firft
taking notice of the meflage which his majefty fent
to both houfes, the 1ith of may, fignifying, « T liat

¢ his
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*¢ his majefty being defirous to be prepared againft
¢ all attempts and defigns whatfoever, that may be
*¢ formed by his enemies in the prefent critical con-
*¢ junéture, and confidering that fudden emergencies
* may arife, which may be of the utmoft import-
¢ ance, and be attended with the moft pernicious
*¢ confequences, if proper means fthould not be im-
¢ mediately applied, to prevent or defeat them ; his
*¢ majefty hoped, that he fhall be enabled by his par-
¢¢ liament, to coneert and take fuch meafures as may
‘¢ be neceffary to difappoint or defeat any enterprifes
*¢ or defigns of his enemies, and as the exigency of
¢ affairs may require.” To this meflfage both houfes
prefented the moft loyal and dutiful addreffes ; but
what was much more conducive to the defign in
his majefty’s meflage, was the famous refolution of
the houfe of commons, in confequence of this mef-
fage, whereby they granted his -majefty one million
vpon account ; a generofity hardly to be paralleled ;
and this vote was in falt the moft important piece
of bufinefs performed this feffion of parliament. On
the 27th of may, his majefty made a {peech to both
houfes of parliament ; the following is ¢hem oft ma-
terial paffage :

¢ The injuries and hoftilities, which have been for
fome time committed by the french againft my do-
minions and fubjets, are now followed by the actual
invafion of the ifland of Minorca; which ftands gua-
rantied to me by all the great powers of Europe, and
in particular by the french king. I have therefore
found myfelf obliged, in vindication of the honour of
my crown, and of the rights of my people, to de-
clare war in form againft France. I rely on the
divine proteftion, and the -vigorous affiftance of my
faithful fubje@s, in fo juft a caufe.”

After this fpeech, the lord chancellor fignified his
majefty’s pleafure, that both houfes fhould feverally
' F 4 adjourn
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adjourn- themfelves until june the 18th, which they
accordingly did; and on that day they again ad-
Journed themfelves to july the 15th; but on the 7th
they were prorogued to auguft the 17th, which put
an end to the {eflion. :

Thus ended this feffion of parliament, that had
been even more generous than any former ones, of
late years at leaft. I have given the reader this ab-
firact of parliamentary affairs together for the fake of
brevity ; as to the affair of Minorca, which his ma-
jefty mentions in his fpeech, I muft defire the reader’s
patience for a little while, before I can give an ac-
count of an affair equally inglorious to my country
and difagreeable to me. I fhould remember to ob-
ferve, that during this feffion, that is on the 3d and
8th of may, the following votes were paffed :

That there be granted to his majefty, for the charge
of 6544 foct, with the general officers and train of
artillery, of the heflian troops, from february 23d,
1756, to december 24 following, together with the
fubfidy purfuant to treaty, 1633571 9s. gd.

May 8. For the charge of 8605 foot, with the ge-
neral officers, train of artillery and hofpital, of the
Hanover troops, from may 11, 1756, to december
2.4 following, 1214471, 2. 64d.

In confzquence of thefe votes, we find that on the
13th of may, two men of war, with 45 tranfports,
having 8ooo heflian foot and goo horfe on board,
anchored in Iviargate road, and on the 15th landed
at Southampton ; with a large train of artillery,
They were divided into eight regiments, ten com-
panies in a regiment, eighty men in a companys
each regiment having ninety engineers, eighty-feven
horfes, and eight field pieces. The principal officers
were, the lieutenant general, count Ifenburg, knight
of the teutonic order, who was the firft in command 3
lieutenant general baron Diebe, knight of the fame
order, who commanded the artillery ; and baron Fur-
ftenburg, brother to the count, major generals. The

troops
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troops made a fine appearance, beinggenerally ftreighe,
tall, and flender ; their uniform was blue, turned up
with red, and laced with white, in imitation of fil-
ver. The officers, who were all well made, were
richly drefled in blue, laced with gold, with that on
their hats remarkably broad. They were quartered
in the neighbouring towns, where they obferved the
frickeft difcipline.

On the 211t, the hanoverians landed at Chatham,
to the number of 10,000 men, and began their march
in two divifions; the firft for Maidftone, and the
other for Canterbury.  They were received with great
civility, and behaved with remarkable regularity. Ac
Maidftone, fome little difturbance happened, and
complaint being made to the commanding officer,
¢ Point me out the man,” faid he, ¢ and prove him
¢ the aggreflor, and you fhall fee him hanged im-
*“ mediately ;” but this was thought too fevere, and
no particular man was pitched upon. Thefe hano-
verians, and the heflian troops were thought at that
time to be fome of the beft foldiers in Europe ; and
we have fince found them to behave with the great-
eft honour and bravery.

Amidft all thefe preparations for war, which had
real]ly brought on an open rupture between the two
nations ; all Europe was furprifed that neither of
the belligerent powers had yet declared war in due
form. It was a matter of aftonithment to the gene-
rality of manpkind, to fee two powerful kingdoms at
open war, without any public univerfal manifefto con-
cerning the reafons for their- attacking one another.
At laft however, his britannic majefty thought it ne-
ceffary to obferve this ufual decorum, and accordingly
declared” war againft France on the 17th of may
and that of France againft England was on the
oth of june,

Such were the ftate of affairs between the two na-
tions in Europe, at the time war was declared. In
the Eaft-Indies, matters went on much fatter, and

more
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more profperoufly to the englith ; it was the bs-
ginning of this year, that the famous pyrate Tu.
lagee Angria was conquered, and rooted out of hig
ftrong hold at fort Geriah, by the englith forces un-
der colonel Clive. But before we can give any
account of the attion itfelf, it will be neceffary to
fay fomething concerning fo extraordinary a man, as
him we are {peaking off. It feems that fome years
ago, the anceftors of Angria were viceroys to the
great moghul, and governed a fine country on the
Caromandel coaft, where they lived with great fplen-
dor and opulence ; and by means of the great riches
they amafled, were enabled for a confiderable time
to throw off their allegiance to the moghul ; but were
afterwards reduced to obedience by a fovereign prince,
whofe dominions lay to the fouth of thofe of Angria,
who was called the fouth raja; this prince impofed
a tribute on Angria, which was regularly paid for
fome years, till Tulagee Angria refufed, about the
year 17545 at which, the fouth raja was highly pro-
voked ; and to chaftife the infolence of Angtria’s be-
haviour, marched an army into his country, and
blocked up all his towns; the moft confiderable of
which, were the ports of Zivanchi, Antiguria, Da=
bul, and fouth Rook. And to enable himfelf the
more readily to deftroy his enemy, he fent to the eng-
lith at Bombay, to defire them to affift him, in his
conqueft of Angria.

With this requeft the englifh complied ; and admi-
ral Watfon commanding at that time in the Eaft-
Indies, he affifted at a council of war held at Bombay
on the 6th of february. The land forces were under
the command of colonel Clive. The admiral at-
tacl;ed Geriah on the 12th, and it furrendered on the
13th.

In the fort were found 250 iron and brafs cannon of
all fizes, and a prodigious quantity of ammunition of
all forts, provifions, rich goods, and many other com-
modities. The garrifon confifted of about 300 men,

though
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though there were above 2000 in the fort. Infilverru=
pees were found about 100,000 1. and in other effects
near 30,0001, The admiral left about 300 of the Eaft-
India company’s troops, as many feapoys, and 3 or 4
of the company’s armed veflels in the harbour, for
the defence of the place, as it was judged to be ex-
tremely well fituated for the intereft of the company,
and very tenable.

In this fuccefsful manner ended the expedition
againft Angria ; which was of infinite fervice to the
Eaft-India company’s affairs, asit rooted a notorious
pyrate from his fortrefs of the greateft confequence
to him. It is thought that col. Clive got above
100,000 1. by this affair, and the admirals and other
officers were equally fortunate in this important con-
queft, The french in this part of the world looked
with a very envious eye upon this fuccefs ; as no doubt
they did not care to fee the exaltation of a company,
who were the enemies of that nation, and who were
every day excelling them in their trade. This was
the firft warlike expedition of cpnfequence in the Eaft-
Indies this war,

CHAPD
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CHAP VL

Naval affairs in the beginning of 1756. Hawke fails
from St. Hellew's.  Rumours of a french invafion. Hol-
bourn fails for north America.  Bofcawen from St. Hel-
lew’s.  Hawke with bis flect arrives at Spithead.  Pre-
parations at Toulow.  State of the affairs of Europe.
The french fleet [ails from Toulon.  Siegeof St. Philip’s.
Byng [ails from St. Hellesw's. Battle off Minorca. Fort
St. Philip’s furvenders. Refleflions.  Hawke takes the
command from Byng. Lord Tyrawley arrefis general
Fowke. Byng and Fowke arrive in England.

T has with great reafon been made a matter of

wonder, that the french monarchy has been able
for near a century paft, to produce at the fame time
fuch powerful armaments both by fea and land. No
other nation in Europe has been fo powerful at fea
and land at the fame time as France, except England ;
and the naval ftrength of England has never ftood
fuch fevere trials as that of Franee. The power and
refources of a nation are beft difcovered by its loffes 3
every war that has happened between France and
England, fince Charles the firlt’s time, has never
failed to be more ruinous to the former than the
latter ; and many times has been entirely deftroyed,
more particularly at the end of the war of 1740,
The arms of Great Britain were not {o fuccefsful the
beginningof this war, neither by fea nor land, as the
greatnefs of our preparations might have infpired us
with the hopes of. At the beginning of this year
particularly, all the ports of England refounded with
the noife of naval armaments ; the rigorous method
of prefling men to man the fleet was now adopted
with the utmoft {everity, and many thoufands of
able hands were picked up throughout all England ;
infomuch, that moft part of the month of january

we
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we had a noble fleet riding at Spithead, befides fe-
veral ftrong {quadrons at fea, to prote& our own
trade and annoy that of the enemy. The naval af-
fairs, though they are always of importance, and ne-
ceffary to be known, towards a perfect underftanding
of the prefent quarrel between the two nations, yet,
during the beginning of 1756, we meet with few
fquadrons, that failed from britith ports, whofe mo-
tions are any ways inftrutive to the reader ; the moft
material one at this time was, {ir Edward Hawke’s
expedition. The lords of the admiralty having been
informed that f{ix french men of war had failed from
Breft, ordered admiral Hawke on the 27th of fe-
bruary to put to fea immediately, but he was de-
tained till the 12th of march by contrary winds, on
which day he failed with the Eaft-India thips, to con-
voy them 150 leagues weftward of Ufhant. He was
then ordered to return to cape Ortegal, and cruife
in the bay, to prevent the french fhips putting to
fea from Breft or Rochfort, or to intercept the afore~
faid french {quadron. This fquadron confifted of
eleven thips of the line and one frigate.

Sir Edward Hawke, according to his inftructions
cruifed till the beginning of may, for the french,
but unluckily was not able to effett any thing.
He returned to Spithead the 8th with part of his
fquadron.

During the firft part of this year, the french had
by all the arts and means in their power endeavour-
ed to perfuade the englifh, that they really intended
to invade them. It is even to this day a doubt, whe-
ther the french, at the time we are {peaking of, had
ever really determined to attempt an invafion. The
preparations they made were certainly confiderable ;
and it was confidently talked of, at moft of the courts
of Europe, that England was in great danger. It
was at this time the common topic of converfation s
thofe who were moft perfuaded of the reality of the
french defigning to invade us, faid even in a pofitive

manner,
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fhanner, (and the advices that were received from
the Hague on this head corroborated exactly with
that opinion) that the plan for invading Great Britain
was propofed by M. de Belleifle, who offered to un-
dertake the execution thereof ; but that he had been
violently oppofed by M. de Seychelles. The mar-
fhal’s plan, was not to attack any of the powers on the
continenty and particularly to Jeave Hanover quiet ;
but at the fame time to aflemble three large armies
on the frontiers of Alface, Flanders, and Languedoc;
in order to keep the powers in Europe in awe and
fufpence. Then ferioufly to attempt an invafion of
Great Britain or Ireland, or both, by getting together
as many veflels -as poflible in different ports, with
every thing neceffary for an embarkation. And he
further advifed the french king, not to fend out any
large fquadrons of men of war, but only fome lighe
cruifers to cover the arrival and departure of their
tranfports ; to give notice of the motions of the eng-
lith, and to carry fupplies to their colonies 3 however,
at Breft he thought it neceffary to have a very large
fleet ready to give umbrage to the englith, and to
ferve as occafion thould require. This was Belleifle’s
plan, and although we find that it, in general was re-
jected, ftill fome motions of the french looked as if
they had adopted part of it; the marfhal, and the
prince de Soubife, foon after began their circuit at
Dunkirk, and from thence went from port to port
quite to Breft, forwarding the preparations that
were making all along the coaft, feemingly to in-
vade us,

Whether they really intended to put their threats
in execution or not is unknown, yet they certainly
gained one point of importance by thefe means ;
they deceived the attention of the britith miniftry, and
were thereby enabled to render fuccefsful their defigns
againft another quarter ; befides which, the expence
their preparations put the englith to, in counterait-

ng
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ing their defigns, was to be fure of great confe-
quence.

It was on account of thefe preparations on the coaft
of France, that, we were always obliged to keep a
fquadron of men of war in the Downs ; and for the
greater {ecurity, commodore Keppel failed on the 7th
of april to cruife off Cherburgh with a {quadron of
five thips, to burn the flat bottomed boats, which
the french were building, and to pick up any ftrag-
gling tranfports that might fall in their way, the
latter of thefe ends was pretty well anfwered by the
commodore’s fuccefs.

The naval ftrength which the englith had at this
time in America, was very {mall, in proportion to
the great importance of that ftation : and the mini-
ftry in England was much blamed for not keeping
regularly and conftantly a ftrong fquadron of men of
men of war in that part of the world, to refift and
annoy the operations of the french. At laft, how-
ever, admiral Holbourn failed from Plymouth, with
feven fail of fhips to convoy the tranfports, contain-<
ing thé reinforcement of troops that were juftly
thought neceffary to repair the bad ftate of the britifh
empire there, by checking the progrefs of France.

But in Europe, the naval equipments were more
confiderable 3 admiral Hawke, as I have before men-
tioned, was before Breft with a confiderable fleet, to
relieve which, admiral Bofcawen failed from Spithead
with twelve fail,

So formidable an armament failing to the coaft of
France, would naturally lead us to expett fome at-
tempt of importance. But this was not the cafe, the
french miniftry, by alarming us with the fear of an
invafion, put us to fuch an immenfe expence.to keep
their feets in harbour, and even this, we were fele
dom able to perform, for the french feveral times
flipt through the englith flegts lying before Brett.
‘The principal reafon that has been given by the britith
miniftry for putting the nation to o great an expence

' merely
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merely to coop our enemies up in their harbours;
was, to hinder them at this time from fending fuc-
cours to America. Admiral Hawke, as 1 faid be-
fore, foon after arrived at Spithead with a fmall fqua-
dron. '

Several other fquadrons were fitted out, and
failed as cruifers, convoys, or fquadrons of obferva-
tion ; but as their deftination was not fo important, [
have for brevity fake omitted mentioning them. But
I muft now begin to take notice of a much more im-
portant affair, and which will require a more minute
enquiry into the firft appearances of the defigns of
our enemies : I mean the conqueft of Minorca by the
french.

It will be here neceflary for me to trace out fome
advices which the miniftry in England received con-
cerning the preparations of the french in the port of
Toulon; for from thence we muft afterwards con-
clude, whether they had reafon to believe that the
french intended an invafion of the ifland of Minorca,
or whether they only meant it as a feint. to draw the
attention of the englifh from the channel, that they
might thereby be able to effet their grand defign
againft Great Britain itfelf.

So early as the month of auguft 1755, the miniftry
in England had intelligence, from different parts, of
the armament at Toulon. They were exprefsly inform-
ed, that orders had been fent thither, to equip with
expedition, all the new fhips, and to get the old
ones alfo in a condition for fervice: that thefe orders
were then purfued with great diligence, and that they
were to take on board {everal companies of land forces,
befides marines. That f{ince the arrival of two ex-
prefles at Toulon, which had caufed the holding of
two extraordinary councils, attended by the principal
officers of the marine, the hands which were at work
in fitting out nine thips there, were doubled, and fix
other thips of the line put in commiffion, and or-

dered
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8ered to be equipped with the former nine, fo as to
be able to put all the 15 fail to fea before the 18th
or 20th of auguft, and to be vitualed only for three
months. This intelligence was in part confirmed by
the earl of Briftol, the englith ambaffador at Thurin,
who informed the miniftry, that all the mafter
builders were commanded to repair immediately
from the ports of Provence, &c. to Toulon; and
that a body of 20,000 french troops were pre-
pared to form a camp at Valence in Dauphine :
thefe advices were exaltly confirmed by conful
Birtles, from Nice. But conful Banks, in his letters
from Carthagena, dated the 2oth and 27th of au-
guft, is ftill more explicit ; ¢ Mafters of french
veflels from Toulon,” fays he, ¢ report, that there
are in that port 26 men of war of the line, viz. 18
new fhips built fince the peace, and 8 old ones, which
are all fitting for fea; alfo 12 frigates, and a great
many fmaller veflels, which are in like manner fitting
out; befides fix fhips of the line on the ftocks;
fome of which are ready for launching: that he had
received intelligence of 180 battalions of foldiers
tnarching into Rouffillon with great diligence ; and
that thefe troops were defigned againft Minorca, to be
tranfported thither in merchant fhips, now at Mar-
feilles, and to be convoyed by all the men of war in
the port of Toulon.”

Thefeadvices wereconftantly repeated : nota month
pafled, without innumerable affurances being received
at the fecretary of ftate’s office, from lord Briftol, ge-
neral Blakeney, general Fowke, fir Ben. Keene, and,
in fhort, all the confuls in the Mediterranean, con-
cerning the great preparations which were carrying on
at Toulon. Sir Ben. Keene wrote to Mr. Fox, par-
ticularly affuring him, ¢ that the french defigned to
invade Minorca.” Nothing could be more circum-
ftantial than the repeated advices which the englith
miniftry received of the defigns of France, Bur le

G us
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us fee what were their meafures to oppofe fuch fors

midable preparations. ,
There were at this time in the Mediterranean a fmall
fquadron of three fhips of the line, and five frigates,
undei commodore Edgecombe ; but no fleet was or-
dered to fail from England, for the protection of
Minorca, till the 8th of march; when a {quadron was
direted to be under the command of vice-admiral
Byng, and to be ready by the rrth. It is impoffible
to account for the negligence of the englith miniftry,
in not thinking of this valuable ifland before fo late a
date : it is alfo as unaccountable, that they fhould not
believe any of the advices, which their correfpondents
all over Europe gave them, of the reality of the de-
fign of the french, in making fuch immenfe and early
preparations at Toulon. Had they believed the truth
of thefe advices, they certainly would have taken
care that their adminiftration fhould not be tarnithed
with the lofs of {o important a fortrefs as that of
St. Philip’s : itis very well known, how lightly they
treated the notion of an invafion of the ifland of
Minorca ; they did not think it poflible, that the
french could procure failors fufficient to man their
fleet ; if they had fuppofed it pofiible for the french
to put fo ftrong a fleet to fea from Toulon, as they
afterwards fatally found to be the cafe, why did they
not fend admiral Ofborn’s fquadron, of 13 fhips of
the line, and one frigate, into the Mediterranean,
who failed the goth of january (and returned the 16th
of february) to convoy a fleet of merchantmen. By
fending this {quadron into the Mediterranean fo early,
the french would naturally have been deterred from
attempting the invafion ; their fuccefs in which ex-
pedition, entirely depended on the negligence of their

enemies, :
At laft however, they exerted themfelves fo far, as
to fend a flcet under admiral Byng to the Mediterra-
nean,
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niean, confifting of ten fhips of the line *; which fiil-

ed the 7th of april.

However, in France more expedition was ufed:
The marfhal duke de Richelieu was already fet out
from Paris for Toulon, with the officers who were to
ferve under him, and arrived there the 25th of march,
finding every thing in great readinefs. The fleet ¥
failed the 12th of april, confifting of 13 fail of the
line and 7 frigates.

% Ships.
~ Ramilies,
«  Buckingham,

Culloden,
Revenge,
Captain,
Trident,
Intrepid,
Kingfton,
Lancafter,
Defiance,

+ Ships,
Foudroyant,

Couronne.

Redoutable,

Temeraire,
Guerrier,
Lion,
Sage,
Orpheé,
Content,
Triton,
Hippopotame,
Fier,
Junon,
Rofe,
Gracieufe,
Topaze,
Nymphe,

Guns. Captains.
go Byng: Gardner.
70 Well, Everet.
74 Ward.
70 Cornwall.
70 Catford.
64 Durell.
64 Young.
64 Parry.
6o Noel.
6o Andrews,
Guns, Captains.
M. de la Galiffoniere.
8o Lieutenant General,
Capt. M. Forger de I’Aiguille,
. M. de la Cliie, chief d’Eftatde.
7° } Capt. M. Gabanous.
. M. de Glandeves, chief d’Efcarde.
74 } Capt. M. de Marconville.
74 M. Beaumont I'Maitre.
74 M. Villars de la Broffe.
64 M. dé St. Aignan.
64 M. du Reveft.
64 M. du Raimondis.
64 M. Sabron Grammont.
64 M. Mercier.
50 M. de Rochemaure.
50 M. de Herville.
46 M. Beaulffier.
26 M. de Coftebelle.
24 M. Marquezan.
24 * M. de Corné-Montelet.
24 M. de Callian.
G2 The
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The troops on board it, including a detachment of
marines, in every fhip of war, amounted to about
16,000 men, in 25 battalions, embarked in 200 tranf-
ports : M. de Richelieu, his fon, and his fon-in-law ;
M. de Maillebois, M. du Mefnil, M. de Lannion, the
prince de Beauveau, the prince de Wirtemberg, and M.
de Caufons, embarked, on board the Foudroyant. The
troops were all in merchant thips; the grenadiers
alone were in the men of war. The fleet and con-
voy contained ata moderate computation, near 30,000
fouls, including about 6oo women; a prodigious
quantity of provifions of every kind, above 800 oxen,
and 3000-theep, 100 horfes, and as many mules.

The report of thefe immenfe preparations, which
threatened to overwhelm the little ifland of Minorca,
without a blow, did not in the leaft terrify the brave
commander of the englith troops in the fortrefs of
St. Philip: no {fooner did the information of the
defigns of the french reach general Blakeney, but he
difpofed a1l things for a brave and vigorous refiftance ;
he prepared 40,000 fafcines, and demolithed all the
trifling buildings which obftru¢ted the open com-
mand of his cannon. The french landed at Cieuta-
della the 18th of april, from whence part of a regi-
ment retired, evacuating the place to the enemy :
Forty men, who belonged to the regiments at Gi-
braltar, and all the marines which were on board
the men of war, then in the harbour, were commanded
into the garrifon, as a reinforcement; and the britifh
fqudron, fix in number, failed out; capt. Scroop
having firft, with 140 of his men, joined the garri-
fon, and fent his thip, the Defiance, to fea, under the
command of the firft lieutenant.

I cannot omit taking notice of a patriot-like action
performed by capt. Cunningham, a fcotch gentleman,
who being fecond engineer of St. Philips, when Mr.
Armftrong left it, he was thereupon appointed by
general Blakeney to fucceed him, pro tempore, tilt
a commiffien for that purpofe thould arrive from Eng-

land,
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land, of which no doubt was made; but being fu-~
perfeeded, he begged Mr. Blakeney’s leave to retire
to his regiment. The general could not refufe fo
reafonable a requeft, and Mr, Cunningham embarked
for Nice, together with two children and his lady ;
who was there brought to bed ; when Mr. Cunning-
ham, hearing of the french defigns again{t Minorca,
and recolleCting that the platforms of the batteries
in fort St. Philip’s were in fuch a ruinous condition,
that they could not ftand any hot fervice, inftantly
laid out all the money he was mafter of, about 1600l.
in purchafing timber fit for repairing them, hired a
a veflel, put it on board, and failed diretly with it
himfelf for Port Mahon, leaving his lady and chil-
dren at Nice. His arrival with fuch a fupply, in fuch
a critical conjunfture, gave general Blakeney infinite
pleafure. He told capt. Cunningham, that the fer-
vice he had done his country, was fo confiderable, ,
that he did not know how he could be fufficiently
rewarded for it ; that in the mean time, to thow his
own fenfe of it, he would venture to take a very ir-
regular ftep, by fuperfeeding the gentleman, who was
fent to fucceed Mr. Armﬁronc as fuperannuated and
unfit for duty, and’ appomtmg him in his place, not
only as a teftimony of his approbation of what he
had done, but to engage a man of his known abili-
ties, to exert them ftill further in defence of the place,
We fhall find hereafter that capt. Cunningham very
well deferved the confidence Mr. Blakeney repofed in
him ; but the public fpirited action which I have juft
now given an account of, is of itfelf fo fhining a
proof of the merits of this gentleman, that any fur-
ther attempt to make them confpicuous is unne-
ceffary.

After many difficulties, the french being mafters of
all the forts in the ifland, except St. Phl]lps, and
thofe adjoining to it, at length erected a battery of
five 24 pounders, and five morters, over againft St.
Philip’s, at cape Mola, near Sandy bay, on the fide

G 3 oppofite
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oppofite St. Philipet fort, which was ready to play
the 5th of May, but was left mafked till others were
ready alfo : this battery was well contrived, for by
means of it the french commanded the harbour fo
much, that it would be difficult to land any fuccour,
but within fire of it. For feveral fucceeding days
the enemy continued to erect batteries without inter-
miflion, and the befiged continued to ‘defend them-
felves with as great bravery.

But I mutt here return to the motions which Mr,

Byng made, to relieve the diftrefled garrifon of St
Philip. T left the admiral proceeding to Gibraltar,
‘where, after a tedious paflage, he arrived may the
2d ; and directly demanded of lieut. gen. Fowke, the
governor, according to hisinftruétions, a detachment
from his garrifon, equal to a battalion ; but this de-
mand Mr. Fowke .did not think proper to comply
with (although he had orders for that purpofe from
his majefty) @il he had called a council of war, to
demand the ofﬁcers of his garrifon’s opinion on that
point.
The council meeting on the 4th of may, took
into their confideration three letters * from lord
Barrington, his majefty’s fecretary at war, to the
governor of Gibraltar, of the 21{t and 28th of march,
and it of april laft; as alfo an order from the lords
of the admiralty to admiral Byng of the 31t of
march, and having confidered the ftate of affairs
in the Mediterranean, were of opinion, that the fend-
ing a detachment equal to a battalion would evi-
dently weaken the garrifon of Gibraltar, and be no
way effetual to the relief of Minorca; for which
opinion they gave feveral reafons, 1elatmor to the
dfculty of landing them at Mmorca, and 1ts weak-
enmo the gariifon of Gibraltar,

* Containing an order for general Fowke to make a detachment
som his g arnifon to be fent on board the flect, equal to a battalion.
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‘This apinion of the council of war we fhall after-
wards find made a very great noife. But of this we
muft defer fpeaking, till other tranfadtions naturally
lead us to it. Admiral Byng having been delayed
by watering, failed the eighth from Gibraltar; he
was afterwards accufed of protradting this time longer
than was needful. He arrived off Minorca the 19th,
having been joined by his majefty’s thip Phcenix, off
Majorca, two days before. He difpatched the Phee-
nix, Chefterfield, and Dolphin a-head, to reconnoitre
the harbour’s mouth, and capt. Harvey to endeavour
to land a letter for general Blakeney, to let him know
the fleet was come to his affiftance; but the enemy’s
fleet appearing to fouth eaft, and the wind at the fame
time coming ftrong off the land, obliged the admiral
to call thofe thips in, before they could get near enough
the entrance of the harbour to make the neceffary
obfervations. There being little wind, about five
the admiral formed his line, on which the enemy ftood
towards him in a regular line; but tacked about fe-
ven, endeavouring to get the wind of the englith
fleet in'the night ; to avoid which, Mr. Byng tacked,
in order to keep the weather gage, as well as to
make fure of the land wind in the morning, be-
ing very hazy, and not above five leagues off' cape
Mola. At day-light, on the 2oth, the two fleets
were not within fight of each other. But foon af-
ter the enemy began to appear from the maft head,
on which the englith admiral calied in the cruifers,
and when they had joined him, tacked towards the
enemy, and formed the line a-head, while the french
were preparing to form their’s to the leeward, having
unfuccefsfully endeavoured to weather their antago-
nift ; but as foon as he judged his rear to be the
length of the enemy’s van, they tacked all together,
and ordered the Deptford to quit the line : the reafon
which the englifh admiral gave for this. ftep, was, that
the englith fleet might become exactly equal to the
enemy’s, which confifted of 12.thipsof the line and 5

G 4 frigates,
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frigates. At two, admiral Byng made the fignal to
engage, on which, rear admiral Weft inftantly bore
down on the enemy’s thips oppofed to his, and in go-
ing down received the fire of the french thips againft
him, three times, before he returned it, and then he
foon obliged the two fhips fucceflively to fheer off,
who were oppofed to him. The admiral bore down
upon the fhip ftationed againft him, for fome little
time, but the Intrepid having his foretop-maft-thot
away, this, as the admiral gave out, obliged him
and all his divifion to fall a-back ; by this unac-
countable management, the enemy’s center was left
unattacked, and the rear admiral’s divifion quite un-
covered 3 by which the french were enabled to bear
down on admiral Weft, with the rear of their fleet,
but they declined coming to a clofe engagement;

nd at laft the feveral fhips that were oppofed to
ﬁVe{’c’s divifion fheered off, and bent their endea-
Wours to deftroy the rigging of the englith fhips,
at a diftance, while the englith admiral was lying
a confiderable diftance a-ftern of his rear. Next
morning the two fleets were out of fight of each other,
and Mr. Byng fent cruifers out to look for the In-
trepide and Chefterfield, who had parted in the night
from the fleet, and they returned and joined them
the next day.

Such was the event of this famous engagement
At is equally furprifing, that Mr. Byng thould fhew
fuch great conduét and knowledge in management

f the fleet before he threw out the fignal for battle ;
d that he fhould then feem to have loft all the
erit he had gained by his former proceedings. It
allewed by thofe who are underftanding in fea
airs, that from the time he came in fight of the
rench fleet, till he hung out the fignal to engage,
he managed his fleet with infinite dexterity and judg-
~ment, by which means he preferved the weather gage
againft the enemy, who were not able, during the fuc.
ceeding engagement, to recover it.

On
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On the 24th of may, the admiral defired the atten-
dance of the rear admiral, &c. &c. at a council of
war held on board the Ramillies, to afk their opini-
ons concerning the future operations of the fleet ; at
which were prefent the admirals, and all the cap-
tains of the fhips, and general officers of the land
forces. The queftions which were debated and the
council]’s refolutions are'as follows : :

I. Whether an attack upon the french fleet gives
any profpect of relieving Minorca ?

An{. It would not. '

II. Whether, if there was no french fleet cruifing
off Minorca, the englifh fleet could raife the fiege ?

Anf, It could not.

III. Whether Gibraltar would not be in danger by
any accident that may befall this fleet ?

. Anf. Tt would be in danger.

IV. Whether an attack with our fleet in the prefent
ftate of it upon that of the french, will not endanger
the fafety of Gibraltar, and expofe the trade of the
Mediterranean to great hazard ?

Anf, That it would.

V. Whether it is not moft for his majefty’s fer-
wice that the fleet thould immediately proceed for Gi-
braltar ?

Anf. That it thould proceed for Gibraltar,

Thefe refolutions were unanimoufly agreed to, and
figned by all the members of the council. And to
the aftonithment of all Europe, a fleet in every re-
fpet equal to that of the enemy, and, confidering
the fuperior courage and dexterity of the common
failors, much fuperior to it, fhould fly from that of
the enemy, leaving them all the confequences of a
victory, nding triumphantly before Mahon, and gain-
ing refpeét to the french flag throughout all the
ports in the Mediterranean. Admiral Byng, on the
25th, fetfail, and on the 19th of june arrivedbatiGis

raitare
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Lraltar.  As I fhall have ample occafion to treat fur.
ther of this affair hereafter, I fhall not determine on
it at prefent. It is now time to return to the gover.
nor of St. Philip’s, bravely defending himfelf againft
the atracks of the french army.

For feveral days after the engagement of the aoth,
the fire of both the befieged and befiegers continued
very brifk ; but the befieged had always the advantage,
owing to the fuperior weight of their cannon, and
Jkill of the engineers *. During the fore part of the
fiege, this was conftantly the cafe, but after the french
general changed his plan of attack +, the garrifonffuf-

' ered

* “The 13th in the morning, a very fingular accident happened.
In the fort, fome guards parading in an under-ground gallery for
{afety, where, in the center was a hole to let in light, and receiv-
ing wood from a neighbouring magazine ; through this hole a 13
inch fhell made way, and burit among the guards without the leaft
hurt toone man.  During the whole fiege, the garrifon did not meet
with {o providential an efcape. Another extraordinary accident
happened in the like providential manner: a ten inch fhell falling
inte a barrack, the habitation of capt. Lind, in the caftle, and
breaking every thing before it, forced its way through the floor,
and burft without hurting any body, though a piece of the fhell
even alighted on the bed where capt. Lind and his lady then lay.

+ The z7th M. de Richelieu, having altered his attack, had {fome

time before pitched upon this day for the general one, the even-
ing before he called a council of war, at which were prefent all the
general officers, to whom he imparted the whole proje&, which
was unanimoully approved : M. de Richelicu then proceeded ta
give them their refpe@ive charges.
_ The plan of the whole attack being made known to the army,
M. de Richelien refolved that his own poft fhould be in the center
of the attacks on the left, and that the count de Maillebois, the
the marquis du Mefnil, and the prince de Wirtemburg, fhould at-
tend him to give the neceffary orders for the fupport and fuccefs of
the attacks. ’

It was agreed, that the fignal for beginning the attack, fhould
be given by firing a cannon and four bombs, from the battery near
the fignal houfe.  All things being thus ordered, the artillery con-
tinued to batter the forts, till the z7th, at ten o'clock in the even-
ing, when they all ceafed firing : and then the battery near the fig-
nal houfe fired a cannon thot, and threw four bombs into the fort 3
vpon which, M, de Monty immediately marched againft Strugen

and
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fered very fe»ver'ely-, and in a little time moft of the
principal works in the fortifications were ruined ; un-
' det

and Argyle, and f{ucceflively Meflis. de Briqueville and de Sades,
advanced to the attack of Kane, and the Queen’s redoubt. Thefe
attacks were furious, and the defence as brave. The befieged
maintained their ground for a long while, and the firing cn both
fides did great execution ; but at length fort Strugen was taken by
affault ; and Argyle and the Queen’s redoubt by fcalade. Here
the englifh fuftained a greatlofs; for Mr. Jefferies, lieutenant co-
lonel of the regiment of Effingham, who wascomingto their aflift-
ance, between Strugen and Argyle, with 100 men, arrived too late,
the french being mafters of the farts ; and whillt he attempted to
retire, was taken prifoner with 15 men. Mr. Jefferies was the
principal a&ting man in the garrifon,

Thefe three forts being taken, with feveral pieces of cannon and
mortars, the french made inftantly a lodgement in that part, which
was the principal attack ; mean while the other attacks were car-
rying on with vigour, The prince de Beauveau, having at the
fame time marched with his brigades againft the Weftern and Ca-
roline lunettes ; he took poffeflion of the covert way, and nailed
up 1z pieces of cannon there; but as Kane’s lunette was not taken,
he could not make a lodgement here, but contented himfelf with
cutting down the pallifadoes, deftroying the gun carriages, and
maintaining for fome time this attack, in order to favour the prin-
cipal, which was making with great bravery.

The diverfion caufed by all thefe firings, and the combination of

al] thefe various attacks gave that on the left time to enfure fuc-
cefs ; and by break of day, the french being totally mafters of the
Queen’s redoubt, and the forts Strugen and Argyle, they pofted
400 men in the former, and zoo in the latter, M. de Richelieu,
M. de Maillebois, M. du Mefnil, and the prince de Wirtemburg,
were all this time, as they had concerted, in the center of the at-
tacks on the left. Several of the mines were {prung under the
glacis of the Anftruther, the Queen’s redoubt, and Kane’s lunette,
and likewife one under the gorge of Argyle, while a confiderable
party of the enemy were in it, ‘moft of whom were defiroyed.
" During thefe furious attacks, the brave governor and garrifon de-
fended themfelves with all the intrepidity that was natural to eng-
lithmen. The Weft, and Caroline’s lanettes diflinguifhed them-
felves particularly : with fuch exalted courage, and.exerted bravery
did this fatigued part of the garrifon maintain their ground, againft
pnequal numbers, each officer and foldier emulous of glory.

The 28th, by break of day, the befiegers beat a parley, on
which immediately a ceffation of arms enfued ; this gave them an

opportunity, which they took the advantage of, te fecure the lodge-
: ments
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der thefe difadvantages, it was amazing to find the
brave and vigorous defence made by the englifh gar-
rifon 3 fo that, although the french batteries began
to play on the sth of may, yet we find that the in-
trepidity of the brave general Blakeney, and the cou-
rageous garrifon, the french were not able to make
themfelves mafters of it before the 28th of june, on
which day the garrifon furrendered on honourable
terms.

‘The next day, june the 29th, early in the-morning,
the duke de Fronfac, fon to M. de Richelieu, was dif-
patched by him to carry to the king at Compeigne the
news of the fuccefs of the laft attack againft fort St,
Philip’s, but not the articles of capitulation, general
Blakeney, not having at that time returned his anfwer.
to the alterations the marfhal had made to the con-
ditions he had propofed. M. de Fronfac was 6 das
going from Minorca to Toulon, the winds having
proved contrary almoft the whole time. However,
he came to Lyons the #7th of july, dined at the arch-
bithop’s, with the cardinal de Fenchion’s, and fet out
immediately after for Paris, where he arrived the gth,
late in the evening, and early the roth at Compeigne;
where, after having acquainted the king with all the
particulars of the furrender of fort St. Philip’s, he was
promoted by his majefty to the poft of brigadier of
his armies.

The articles of capitulation being figned, and the
hoftages given, M. de Richelieu entered fort St. Phi-
lip the 29th of june at noon, and found 240 pieces
of cannon fit for fervice, befides 40 that had been
either ruined or nailed up during the attack ; about

ments they had made, by pouring in a confiderable number of
troops, into a {ubterranean paflage, that had been opened by a
thell, and which was not difcovered till the day cleared up. On
the ceffation of arms, a capitulation took place, wherein almoft
all that was defired was granted, in confideration of the brave
defence made by the gallant general Blakeney, and his intrepid
garrifon.

79
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¥0 mortars, 700,0001. of gunpowder; 12,000 can-
non balls, and 15,000 bombs. The garrifon confifted
of 2963 men, about 2300 whereof were military.
The englifh loft during the fiege only 400 men either
killed or wounded, by reafon of the galleries and
cafemattes cut in the rock and bomb proof, in which
they were theltered. So that the garrifon confifted,
at the time of the french landing at Minorca, of
about 8oo labourers, &c. and 2600 f{oldiers, mak-
ing four regiments, viz. Rich’s, Hufk’s, Cornwal-
lis’s, and Effingham’s; but their colonels were not
there; 60 of the inferior officers were alfo wanting,
though expefted from day to day ; infomuch, that
the befieged were commanded by three lieut. colonels
only, 23 captains, and a very few fubalterns.

The 8th of july, M. de Richelieu embarked on
board the Foudroyant, with fome of the principal
officers ; and the fame day the whole french fieet
hoifted fax] with feveral tranfports, carrying troops
and artlllery, and arrived fafe at Toulon the 16th;

where as foon as M. de Richelieu landed, he was fa-
luted fucceflively by the cannon of the whole fleet,
and thofe of the forts. Some days after, all the
troops arrived at T'oulon and Marfeilles, except thofe
that were left at Minorca, which confifted of 11
battallions, with a detachment of royal artillery, con-
fifting of 100 men, and three engineers. The com-
mand of thefe troops was given to the count de
Lannion, who was {oon after made governor of the
ifland.

The king of France, to reward the bravery fhown
by his troops in the fiege of Minorca, made feveral
promotions, as a reward for the fervice of the offi-
cers at the fiege.

Such was the lofs of the ifland of Minorca: a lofs
.which certainly ftains the annals of Britain, "in an in-
delible manner. Had the ifland been conquered by
the french, in fpite of the united efforts of the eng-
lith fleet and garrifon ; or had not the englifh poffefled

4 more
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a more powerful naval force than the french nafios;
the cafe would have been altered ; but it is with equal
grief and concern, that I am obliged to own andex-
plain (if it wants explanation) how much the politi-
cal character of Britain fuffered by this unfortunate
lofs.  The miniftry in England were extremely
blameable in not {fending a ftronger fquadron fooner
into the Mediterranean ; had a ftout fleet been fent
thither to cruife off Toulon, before the french fcet
failed, it would have been quite out of their powerto
tranfport an army to Minorca. For although they
are able now and then to {lip by a {uperior fleet lying
before their harbour’s mouth, yet, it would have been
equally impofiible to have effected that, and abfurd
to have endeavoured to do the fame, when they had
300 fail of tranfports to convoy. As to the cafe and
merits of Mr. Byng, they are points fo very undeter-
mined, and fo much difputed, that their confideration
muft be deferred till I come to fpeak of his trial *,

General

* Abftra&t of all the ammunition expended in the fiege of Mis
norca, from the goth of april, to the 3oth of june, 1756.

Shells. Inches.
1972 123
1385 63
1551 6%
5738 5%
16572 1

1032z hand grenades.

Total 28250

Inches. No:

Carcafles of 123 7 ’
Ditto of 1o 4,'!3
Fireballs 86
Tetal zco

Round
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General William Blakeney, the brave defender of
St. Philip’s, was born at Mount Blakeney,in the county
of Limerick in Ireland, anno 1672, the feat of his an-
ceftors. He went early into the army in the beginning
of the queen’s war, and was an enfign with lord Cutts .
at the fiege of Venlo. He was long overlooked and
neglected for want of friends, till at laft by the duke
of Richmond’s good offices, he was promoted to a
regiment. He afterwards ferved againft the {paniards
at Carthagena, and commanded in Stirling caftle
againft the rebels, in the late rebellion, when they
laid fiege to it, and wherein his courage and conduct
gained him great applaufe. He was a long time lieu-
tenant governor of Minorca ; and confidering his
great merit, and unblemifhed charaéter, was always
put into the moft fevere and difagreeable employ-
ments. On his arrival in England, after his brave
defence of St. Philip’s, his majefty received him in
the moft gracious manner; and he was {oon after
created a baron of the kingdom of Ireland, by the

Round fhot. Grape fhot,
Weight. ‘ No. [Weight. No.
32z pound 4001 32 pounds 490
24 2061 18 171
18 19600 12 19
12 6059 9 37
9 1940 6 148
6 489 4 13
4 556 3 28
—— 13
Total 32706 _ _5_3
Total 9593
Double headed fhot. Pounds of powder expended.
Weight. No.
32 pounds 152 |Barrels, Weight.  Ounces.
18 155 1 3157 49 13
12 3 )
9 13 - Reduced into pounds,
3 9 make
~——— 1353639 pounds, and 13 ounces.
Total 332 ,

name
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name and title of lord Blakeney of Mount Blakeney,
in that kingdom. '

I fhall conclude all what 1 have to fay on this fub.
je&, with a few hints on what Minorca might have
been, had the condu& of Britain been fuch, in regard
to that ifland, as might have been expected from the
politics of a nation famous for their love of arts and
fciences, and the improvement and cultivation of al]
their extenfive dominions. The natives of Minorcaat
prefent, are computed at about 28,000 ;5 but Ileave the
reader to judge, how much thay number would have
been encreafed, had the whole ifland and every har-
bour and creek in it been declared a free port, as
foon as ever they fell under the fubje@ion of Eng.
land ; without any fort of duties or fees, either upon
importation or exportation, nor any tax upon goods
of any kind, until they came into the retailer’s or
confumer’s hands. Even then the taxes ought to
have been as moderate, and collected in as eafy a man-
ner as poflible, in order to have made living in- the
ifland both cheap and convenient ; for very moderate
taxes of this kind, with a land tax of two fhillings
in the pound in the time of peace, and four in the
time of war, always fully and equally, and for that
reafon frequently affeffed, would have probably pro-
duced as much as would have paid all the troops we
fhould have been obliged to keep within the 1fland
in time of peace; and perhaps would have fpared a
confiderable fum yearly for maintaining and improv-
ing the fortifications of all thofe places, which could
by nature have been the moft eafy fortified.

And as this ifland lies fo conveniently for trade,
and communication between the richeft parts of Eu-
rope, Afia, and Africa, it would certainly {foon have
become a general magazine, and mart for the trade
of all thofe countries, if we had at firlt eftablithed
the civil government and laws of England, for all
britifh fubjects and foreigners, who fhould come to
{ettle in, or trade to the ifland ; and this would have

encreafed
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éficrealed confiderably the number of inhabitants.
For this purpofe, it would~have been neceffary to
have eftablifhed a civil as well as a military govern-
nor, and to have made the former abfolutely inde-
pendent of the latter, unlefs when the ifland was in
danger of being invaded, and martial law proclaimed
with the confent of a counfel and an affembly, the
former appointed by the crown, and the latter chofen
by the people, with the approbation of the crown,
or of fome officer appointed by the crown, for fuch
an approbation would be neceffary to keep factious
and feditious men out of the affembly.

Another improvement which certainly ought to
have been put in execution, was the erecting more
fortifications in theifland than one ﬁﬁgle citadel, fome
of the cities, particularly Citudadella ought to have
been as completely fortified as the nature of the
ground would admit. The fort of St. Philip’s ought
not to have been o large, nor works fo very ex-
tenfive, for at prefent they require 8ooo men to
man them: the length of the late fiege is no argu-
ment to the contrary, fince the duke de Richelieu’s .
conduct at the fiege was fo extremely faulty, that it
was reported another marfhal of France was ready to
fet out from Paris, to take the command from him,
when the news came of its furrender. And as the:
ground on which Marlborough redoubt ftands is
very high, it ought certainly to have been included
within a regular and ftrong fortification : for the fur-
ther fecurity of the harbour of Port Mahon; the in-
tended fortification of cape Mola, ought to have been
finithed, and Philipet little redoubt very much en-
larged : and for the fecurity of the naval ftores,
Bloody Ifland fhould have been completely fortified
all round, and filled with magazines, cafematted, and
bomb-proof.

With regard to the natural produce of the ifland,
there are two neceflary materials for our manufacto-
ries, which it is furprifing were never yet produced

in
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in common in the ifland; either by the natives, or
by fending people thither for that purpofe, thefe are
cotton and filk ; the planting of the cotton fhrub hag
been tried here with fuccefs, and the Maltefe produce
fuch quantities of it, thdt they export 15,000 quin:
tals of cotton wool yearly ; t'herefore it {eems cer-
tain, that it might be produced as freely at Minorca;
and as the ifland is fo much larger than Malta, we
might have expeted by this time to have had largé
quantities of cotton wool exported yearly, had we en:
couraged the producirig of it by allowing it to be im-
portedduty free. As to filk, it is very probable that
mulberry trees would have done very well, if planted
in Minorca, as great numbers grow in the countrieson
all fides of it; if that had been the cafe, it would cer-
tainly be a very fine place for breeding filk worms,
as they feldom have any froft or fhow, and never of
any continuarice ; therefore the planting of fuch trees
qught at leaft to have been tried, and if they had
fucceeded (which is extremely probable) the pains
and coft which might have been expended in the at-
tempt would very amply have been repaid us; but
tuch was the ill-management of the englith miniftry
from the time it came into our poffeflion, to the mo-
ment it was taken, that not one of thefe {chemes were
ever tried. But it is now time to return to the mo-
tions of, Mr. Byng’s fleet.

The latter end of may commodore Broderick had
been fent from England to the Mediterranean with
five thips of the line to reinforce Mr. Byng’s fleet;
and fome days after his failing, advice having been
received by way of France of that admiral’s behaviour
in the engagement of the 20th of may ; fir Edward
Hawke, with Mr. Saunders (who had been made an
admiral fome days beforé) and feveral captains, toge-
ther with the earl of Panmure, and lord Tyrawley
(appointed .governor of Gibraltar, in the room of
Mr. Fowke) were ordered to repair immediately to
Portfmouth, there to embark on board the Antelope

man
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nan of war of se guns, and proceed to Gibraltar,
where admiral Hawke had orders to take upon him
the command of the fleet, together with Mr. Saunders,
and fend Mr. Byng and Mr. Weft, and {fome of the
captains home immediaely ; lord Tyrawley had orders
to fend Mr. Fowke home at the fame time, under ar-
reft. They accordingly failed from Portfmouth in
the Antelope, on the 16th of june, and arrived at
Gibraltar, the 3d of july, when {ir Edward Hawke
took the command of his majefty’s flect ; and the
Antelope failed from Gibraltar the gth, with Mr.
Byng on board, and arrived at Port{mouth after a
fhort paffage. Mr. Weft repaired .immediately to
London, and was received by his majefty in the moft
gracious manner. Mr. Byng on his arrival, was im-
mediately put under arreft,

H 2 CHAP
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€HAP VIL

Affairs in England., In North dmerica.  Council of war
at Albany.  Plan of operations. Major general Aber-
crombie takes the chief command. Gallant attion un-
der Bradftreet. Ofwego taken by the french. Reflec-
tions. Affairs in the Eaft-Indies. Nabob of Bengal
takes Calcutta.  Refleétions.

HE lofs of Minorca had thrown the nation iato

a flame. The clamour againft the miniftry

was very great throughout the whole kingdorit ; all
the corporations in England prefented addrefles to
his majefty, petitioning in the ftrongeft terms fora
change of minifters and meafures: and indeed, the
general defpondency which appeared in all ranks of
men, from which, even the miniftry themfelves were
not entirely free, owing to the lofs of Minorca, and
the dread of a french invafion, which had for fome
time rooted deep in the minds of the people, was not
altogether without fome reafon ; for without doubt,
the nation was at this time in a very melancholy con-
dition, for though the war had not continued long
enough for her refources to be exhaufted, yet the mean
figure which we then made in the eyes of all Europe,
was very mortifying to thofe englithmen, who had a
true fenfe of their country’s honour. The infults,
the contemptuous ufage,-and the harfh aéts of oppref-
fion, put upon the englifh in general, throughout all
the Mediterranean, were they not known facts, would
at prefent appear ineredible. At this unhappy pe-
riod, the glory of our name was f{ullied, not only
in Europe, but wherever elfe they had to com-
bat with the vi¢torious french : In fhort, the priva-
teers were the only victors which then belonged
to us'y and thefe were almoft ballanced by the num-
ber
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ber of thips taken by thofe of the french. The af-
fairs of North America wore the fame gloomy afpeft
that diftinguithed the appearance of its mother
country in Europe.

There the french were ftill victorious, at leaft they
were quite fuccefsful in their plan of operations in that
country, which was by any means to fecure to them-
felves the fole trade and navigation of all the great
lakes and rivers, on the back of the englith fettle-
ments; to effe¢t this, they had already made very
great advances; they had ufurped all the immenfe
tract of lands on the river Ohio, and fecured it for
the prefent by the important fortrefs of du Quefne ;
they had fecured another tra&t by building the fort at
Crown Point, and fort Cohafler; they had ere&ted a
multitude of {mall forts on all the paffes of the lakes
to awe the indians and command their trade, thofe of
Niagara and Frontenac, were the moft confiderable;
the frontiers of the Carolina’s were awed and curbed
by fort Condé, befides many other forts of lefs con-
fequence fingly, but of great importance all together,
as they connected the chain, which commanded all the
frontiers of the englifh fettlements, from Nova Scotia
to Georgia. And what added greatly to the ftrength
and formidablenefs of the french in North America,
was the divided ftate of the englifh colonies, whereas
thofe of the french were all connetted in one gene-
ral government, under the abfolute military controul
of the governor general of Canada. It was under
thefe great and manifeft difadvantages, that the new
year, 1756, was opened in North America.

General Shirley ftill continued commander in chief.
I left him at New York, having fettled with the
grand council held there, the plan of operations,
which the reader may remember in my 4th chapter;
he fet out for Albany and arrived there the 7th of
may, and continuing his preparations till the 25th,
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called a council of war, to advife on his future mea-
fures, and !z took their opinions in every article, few
of which were of importance.

"> had heard fome time before, that there was 3
defign in England to fuperfede him ; but this was un-
certain, till col. Webb arrived at New York from
England, bringing two letters from his majefty’s
principal fecretaries of State, dated the 13th and
g1ft of march; in the latter of which, he received
his majefty’s orders to repair'to England. On the
2oth of june, major general Abercrombie arrived at
New York with Otway’s, and the highland regi-
ments, from whence he went to Albany, in company
with col. Webb, and the day following took upon
himfelf the chief command of all his majefty’s forces
in North America. Mr. Shirley gave general Aber-
crombie a very particular account in writing, of the
ftate of every part of his majefty’s fervice under his
care, with the ftrength of the regiments, garrifons,
and works ; and alfo gave him his fentiments and
advice in regard to the expeditions which were then
in agitation, againlt the french. One of them, as it
difplays a great piece of bravery, I muft be more par-
ticular in mentioning. It was a very gallant attion
under captain Bradftreet. That officer command-
ing the battoes in their way to Ofwego, was at-
tacked by a party of french and indians in ambuf-
cade ; finding himfelf between two fires, he 1etired -
with great dexterity to a little ifland on the river,
where, for fome time, he defended himfelf with fix
men, againft forty of the enemy, and obliged them
to retire 5 being reinforced, he attacked a large body
infinitely fuperior to his own, and gained a complete.
victory over them, which was owing intirely to his
own admirable condudt, and the aftonifthing bravery
of his men. -

In march laft the earl of Loudon had been appointed
commander in chiet of all his majefty’s forces in
North
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North Americay and oeneral Abercrombie fent over
to affume the command -till his lordthip’s arrival,
which was on the 23d of july, at New York. Mr,
Shirley having arrived there the 4th, his lordfhip
regardlefs of his eafe, gnd the fatigues of a tedious
voyage, refted there but three days; and on the 29th
of july, reached his head quarters at Albany, when
he took upon himfelf the command of the army.

Soon after his lordfhip’s arrival, capt, Bradftreet”
difpatched mtelhgence, that he was informed the
french were preparing to attack Ofwego, having 1200
men for that purpofe encamped, not far from the
eaftermoft fort. Upon receipt of this intelligence,
general Webb was ordered to hold himfelf in readi-
pefs to march for its defence, with the 44th regiment ;
and on the 12th of auguft, the troops embarked for
that expedition, at Albany. -

In the mean time, lieutenant colonel Mercer, com-
manding officer at Ofwego, received repeated intelli-
gence, that the enemy had fome place or camp-ta
the eaftward of Ofwego, about 30 miles from it;
and particularly on the 6th of auguft, that there was
a large -encampment of french and indians about r2
miles to the eaftward of that fort ; on thefe intel-
ligences, Mr. Mercer difpatched an exprefs boat
to the commanding officer upon the lake, who was
then out upon a cruife to the weftward, with a bri-
gantine and two f{loops ; letting him know that he
intended next day to fend 400 men in whale boats
to vifit the enemy, and defiring him to keep to the
¢aftward as much as he could, in order to cover the
men 1n the boats, and hinder the enemy from ap-
proaching nearer; but by fome ftrange neglet, or
fome other private reafon, inftead of Complymo there-
with, they returned next day to Ofwego, and in en-
deavouring to enter the harbour, the brigantine was
driven by a gale of wind upon rocky g ground, where
jhe lay beating about 18 hours, and was ,after-

H 4 warda



(104 )
wards forced to heave down, in order to have a
falfe keel.

Monfieur Montcalm, the french general, havmo'
intelligence given him of the fituation of the cnghfh
veﬁ’els, that the br1gantme was ftranded, and the
other two returned into harbour, took the opportu-
nity of tranfporting.and landing his artillery and
troops in boats, within a mile and half of fort On-
tario ; which, as a french officer declared after Of-
wego was taken, he could not have ‘done, had our
veflels been out to the eaftward.

Their artillery, for drawing which they tranfported
35 horfes, confifted of about 32 pieces of cannon,
from 12 to 24 pounders, feveral large brafs mortars
and hoyets (among which was the artillery taken from
genera] Braddock at Mononoahela) and were all
brought in battoes from Portland Point, as they could,
not have been tranfported by land from thence, on
account of the great number of {wamps, drowned
Iands, and creeks in the way; their forces confifted
of about r8oo regular troops, 2500 canadians, and
500 indians. The french troops began to fire upon
Ofwego on the 11th of auguft, which was returned
with {mall arms, and eight cannon from the fort,
and fhells from the other fide the river.

In fhort, the force of the french amounting to up-
wards of 3000 men, after a few days defence, the
garrifon was obliged to furrender ; but not before
their governor col. Mercer was killed by a cannon
ball.

During the whole fiege, the foldiers behaved with
a remarkable refolution and Aintrepidity aoamf‘c the
enemy, exerting themfelves in the defence of the
place in every part of duty; and it was with great
relutance, that they were perfuaded by their oﬁicers
to1 layd down their arms, after the garrifon had capi-
tulate
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Immediately after the furrender of Ofwego, the
french demolithed the works there, and embarked
with their prifoners, provifions, artillery, and boaty
for fort Frontenac, in their way back to Montreal,
and from thepce to Quebec, where the garrifon was
put on board a merchant Ihxp, which fet fail direttly
for Portfmouth in England, and exchanged them
for the fame number of french prifoners.

From what I have faid, concerning the fiege of
Ofwego, the reader will perceive, that the lofs of that
fortrefs,- in all probability would not have happened,
if they had not brought a train of artillery againft it,
and that was 1mpra€txcable by any other means, than
by water carriage on-the lake; and it appeared by
the behaviour of the french veflels, and from the
confeflion of the french officers themfelves, that
the englifh veflels fitted out upon the lake were
of fufficient ftrength to have prevented the french
from tranfporting their artillery, &c. by water ; and
confequently, if the new floop and floop Ofwego-had
been in a condition to have aéted upon the lake, it
would have rendered it quite impracticable for the
enemy to have brought their artillery to Ofwego, even
without the occafional affiftance of the whale boats.
In regard to the ftrength of the forts at Ofwego,
for refifting an army furnifhed with cannon, it was
very mfufﬁqem: ; and the moft particular partifans of
general Shirley are forced to flur over this affair, in
the moft plaufible manner they were able, as the argu-
ments they ufe for that end, are founded too much
upon the general’s mtentions, and expetations of the
fervice of the indians; furely he might have placed
the fafety of fo important a poft upon ftronger foun-
dations, efpecially, as he had all along made Ofwego
one of the principal articles of his management,
whilft he had the chief command, and {pent {fo much
time there in perfon, in forwardmor the fortifications ;
and, as [ have faid before, had almoﬁ: finithed the
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tranfportation of provifions,.enough for 5000 men for
{everal months, to that fort; one would have thoughs
that Mr. Shirley might have known, that thefe me-
thods muft all be tried in vain, unlefs he put the for-
trefs itfelf in {fuch a ftate of defence, as to have no-
thing to fear from any armaments which the french
could make againtt it.

I obferved before, that general Webb was ordered
to march to the relief of Ofwego : he was advanced
as far as the german flatts, when he received an ex-
prefs from the commanding officer, at the great Car-
rying-place, auguft the 17th, acquainting him, that
Ofwego was in the hands of the enemy. In anfwer
to which, he received orders from general Webb to
employ as large a party of men as he could fpare,
in obftructing the paffage of the Wood-creek, for 24
miles, by felling of trees a-crofs it 3 and in a few
. days the general arrived there himfelf, and immedi-
ately fent out frefh parties to affift in ftopping up the
paffage of the Wood-creek. Upon his arrival at the
Carrying-place, there were about 1500 regular troops,
there, which, together with the feamen, battoe-men,
8zc. made upwards of 2500 fighting men, and fir Will.
Johnfon was then marching thither, with the albany
militia. As general Webb was entirely ignorant of
the ftrength of the french forces that had taken Of-
wego, or the rout they had marched, he encamped at
the great Carrying-place, and threw up an entrench-
ment and breaft-work round his camp, upon which
he mounted 28 pieces of cannon.

But foon after, repeated intelligence being brought
to the general, that the french had evacuated Ofwe-
go, and were marching home again ; he ordered all
the battoes he had with him, to be loaded with all
the ftores, cannon, ammunition, and provifions that
were there, and proceed back again to Albany : and
as to the forts at the Carrying-place, he ordered them
to be pulled down, burnt, and deftroyed, This was

of
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of very bad confequence ; for the indians -inhabiting
the country round thefe forts, - were no fooner left
unprotected, than they wavered in their alliance with
the englith ; and this meafure was alfo needlefs in
another refpe, as the french who conquered Ofwego
had marched back again ; whereas, general Webb
ftopped up the Wood- creek and demolifhed the forts
at the great Carrying-place, in expectation of the
enemy’s marching againft him.

This was the laft affair in which Mr. Shirley was
any ways concerned, as commander in chief; I mean
the lofs of Ofwego. 1t is very difficult to pronounce
decifively on the abilities of a man, from the tranf-
actions he is concerned in during one year’s command ;
at leaft this is the cafe with regard to general Shirley :
with great juftnefs, and the ftricteft impartiality one
may venture to pronounce, that he was an able man,
though unequal in appearance to the weight of pub-
lic care, which he aflumed when he undertook the
chicf command ; the greateft flaw in his condu
was the lofs of Ofwecro, the prefervation of which
place, he had many times declared to be the chief
point he had in view for a long time ; and it is na-~
tural to {uppofe, that when a general himfelf under-
takes to fee any poft fortified, that fuch a fortrefs
fhould at leaft be firong enough to refift a an ene-
my a reafonable time ; atleaft this was certainly to
have been expelted in regard to Ofwego: but after
all the objections which have been raifed againft his
condud, yetwe thould remember, that if, upon the
moft firict enquiry, we find he was in his com-
mand very faulty, thofe minifters in England, who
permitted him to continue in it, were alfo faulty,
in a like proportion, for not being acquainted with
the merits of the man they promoted It was in-
deed a little unufual to find a private perfon, who
had been originally bred to the law, at the uni-
verfity in Cambridge, and feeking his fortune in the

manner
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manner Mr. Shirley did, rife almoft at once to be
generaliffimo in America, with the appointments and
pay of the great duke of Marlborough.

Such was the bad fuccefs of his majefty’s arms in
America ; and in the Eaft-Indies, affairs wore a
ftill worfe afpect: the company, by the bad ma-
nagement of their affairs, which is juft what one
would expe& from the dominion of a company of
traders, loft their valuable fettlement at Bengal,
1t feems that Alvedeikam, nabab of Bengal, having
died in the beginning of may 1756, his nephew,
Saradjot Dollah fucceeded him. This fucceffion oc-
cafioned much difcontent. and trouble.  Saradjot
proving a moft abominable tyrant, his fubjeéts many
of them confpired againft him, and being difcovered,
took refuge in the englifh fettlement at Calcurta.
The nabob marched againft that place with an army,
and after making fome enormous demands, laid
fiege to it ; governor Dr-k- pretended to be a quaker,
perfuaded many people to fend their treafures on
board a fhip in the river with him to fave them, which
many did; the governor then, with the officer next
in command, fer fail, and left the garrifon, uncom-
manded, to take care of themfelves. They, dif-
pirited by this behaviour, foon furrendered, and
were treated with the greateft cruelty ; what 200 of
them fuffered in the black hole is too fhocking and
too freth in every one’s memory to be forgot. It
was expeted that the governor would have been
called to account for his bad behaviour at Calcutta, in
leaving the garrifon to take care of themfelves;
but he efcaped without fo much as a trial ; it was
faid for his excufe, that he was a quaker, and con-
fequently his confcience would not allow him ta
fight ; but fuppofing that was the cafe, yet there re-
mains a query that will be difficult to be anfwered ;
and that is, why did the next commanding officer
follow fo bad an example and go away with him,

‘ that
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that gentleman was no quaker by religion, although
he fhewed himfelf to have the fame averfion to
fighting. It isequally a difgrace to the englith Eaft-
India company, the appointing a quaker to be com-
thander of a place of fuch importance, and the ledv-
ing it in fuch a defencelefs condition : but fuch
overfights and weak management is generally to be
found in the affairs of a company of traders, who
as fuch may be confpicuous, but as warriors con-
temptible.-
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CHAP. VIL

Affairs in Europe. Court martial on lieut. gen. Fowks:
Refletions.  Recapitulation of the Affairs of Germany.
Negotiations in Germany, from 174410 1756.  Mea-
Jures of the courts of Vieuna, Peterfburg, and Drefden.
They prepare for war. King of Pruffia’s memorial to
the emprefs queen, and ber anfwer. Conduil of the
court of Saxony. Of his pruffian majefly.  Reflec-

tions.

N Europe, the affairs of the britifh nation wore

but a gloomy afpect, proceeding from the fenfe of
thofe difgraces, which that brave people met with in
other parts of the world; and which could not but
damp the fpirits of every englifhman, who had the
leaft regard for the honour and welfare of his coun-
try. During the courfe of the unfortunate year, 1750,
England was ftripped of the valuable ifland of Mi-
norca, and fuffered a fevere difgrace under admiral
Byng. In North America, the important fortrefs of
Ofwego was conquered by the french ; and a general
unfuccefs fullied the britith arms. Inthe Eaft-Indies
indeed, the pirate Angria was conquered, and there-
by the india company received great advantages, their
trade was more fecure and lefs interrupted ; but
this good fortune was foon after followed by the lofs
of Calcutta ; fo thatin thiscountry, the englith were
far from being fuccefsful ; and then adding to thefe
inftances, the fuccefs which the french met with in
their {mall {quadrons, always efcaping the fuperior
ones of the englith, we may juftly conclude, with re-
peating how much the martial credit of the nation
fuffered by the events which happened from the be-

ginning of this war, to the period 1 am now fpeaking
of. But to return,

The
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The reader may remember, that whei Admiral
Byng arrived at Gibraltar, in his way to the relief of
Minorca, he, purfuant to his inftrutions, demanded
of lieut. gen. Fouke a detachment from his garrifon,
equal to a battalion, to take on board his fleet and
carry to reinforce the garrifon of St. Philip’s ; and
that Mr. Fowke had received his majefty’s orders to
comply with fuch demand; but he, in confequence
of thé weaknefs of his garrifon, called a council of
war at Gibraltar, to confider whether it was expedient,
as the ftate of affairs then flood in the Mediterfa-
nean, to obey thefe commands; add that it was re-
folved by this council of war, not to fend fuch a de-
tachment on board Mr. Byng’s fleet. It was for dif-
~obedience to thefe orders, that lieut. gen. Fowke was
brought before the following board of general officers,
appointed to enquire into his behaviour, and who met
the roth of auguft, 1760, viz.

Gen. fir Robert Rich, prefident,
Gen. fir John Ligonier,

Lieut. gén. Hawley,

Lieut. gen. lord Cadogan,
Lieut. gen. Guife,

Lieut. gen. Onflow,

Lieut. gen. Pultney,

Lieut. gen. Hufke,

Lieut. gen. Campbell,

Lieut. gen. lord de la Wart,
Lieut. gen: Charles duke of Marlborough,
Lieut. gen. Wolfe,

Lieut. gen. Cholmondeley,
Major gen. Lafcelles,

Major gen. Bockland,

Major gen. lord Geo, Beauclerk.

The members of this court being {Worn, and the
neceflary papers read, the judge advocate opened the
profecution, by accufing the general of difobedience
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to his majefty’s orders. The nature of this cotre
martial, did not require that many witneffes thould
be examined, the principal part of the proceedings
was the general’s defence. Having preparedit, it was
tead, and was as follows ;

¢« That he reccived thefe three letters together, by
the fame hand, and muft therefore take them toge-
ther. That his orders were confufed at leaft, if not
contradi€tory : that if they were confufed, then he
could not know how to execute them ; and if they
were contradictory, they could not be exécuted at all,

My orders being confufed and contradiétory, I called
a council 6f war; not to deliberate whether I fhould
obey my orders or not, but only to take their fenfe,
what was the meaning of them.

The whole number which I had then in garrifon,
was but 2700 men: I had {pared to Mr. Edgecomb’s
thips 230, which, with 40 of my men which he had
left in St. Philip’s, made 270. The ordinary duty
of the garrifon required in workmen and guards 8oo
men, fo that I had then only 130 men more than
three reliefs. If I'had made the detachment of a bat-
talion , and put it on board the fleet, I fhould not
then have had much more than two reliefs, and this
at a time, when I believed the place was in danger
of being attacked; for good reafons, which I do not
think myfelf at liberty to mention.”

When the judge advocate had finithed reading the
general’s defence ; Mr., Fowke made a fpeech to the
court, by which he enforced what he before infifted
upon, that the orders delivered to him were confufed
and contraditory, and that in every fenfe that could
be put upon them, they were difcretionary, that is to
fay, to be complied with, or not to be complied
with, according as the admiral and he fhould, from
the then circumftances of affairs, judge to be moft
for his majefty’s fervice,

The reader perceives, that the general’s defence
confifts in the fuppofition of his order’s being dif-

cretionary
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cretionary, and thefe certainly were fome queftions,
which would make one think, they either were fo,
or contradictory. The judge advocate being ordered
to read a letter from the fecretary at war to general
Fowke, began it thus:

¢« T wrote to you by general Stuart ; if that order
¢ is not complied with, then you are,” &c. &c.

Upon which the general very naturally afked, how
could his lordthip write, ** If that order is not com-
¢ plied with,” if he had thought it an ablclute order,
and not difcretionary. |

Another very odd anfwer was made, during the fit-
ting of the court, which is very worthy of being re-
membered to the credit of its author.

General Fowke afked the fecretary at war, ¢¢ But
® is it not the cuftom of your office, when fecond
¢ orders are intended to fi p:rlede the firft, to men-
¢ tion that they do fo ?”” In reply to which, my lord
Barrington faid, ¢ I had then been but about four
¢ monthsin my office.”” This anfwer, I think, needs
no comment.

When the queftion came to be put, to acquit or
to fufpend for one year, the court was equally di-
vided, there being eight for acquitting, and eight for
fufpending ; and as, in fuch cafes the prefident has a
cafting vote, he gave it for fufpending. . Which {en-
tence being reported to his majefty, he thought fit to
difmifs him from his fervice.

Such were the refolutions of this council of war.
I muft make a few remarks on the evidence that ap-
peared on the trial, which I fhall do with the ftriGteft
impartiality. General Fowke received two orders
from the fecretary at war, the firft to receive lord
Robert Bertie’s regiment into his garrifon, and to
fend a detachment on board the fleet; the fecond
faid nothing about lord Robett- Bertie’s regiment,
but repeated the other order. On the receipt
of them, he direétly called a council of war, and
laid beforg them the ftate of his own garrifon, and
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the difficulty of throwing fuccours into Minorca, and
defired their opinion concerning the expediency of
obeying his orders, whether it was for his majefty’s
fervice. The general afterwards in his defence de-
clared, that he called this council of war, not to con-
fider whether he fhould obey his orders, or not,
but to know the meaning of them : if this was really
the cale, would it ot have been natural for him
to lay his orders before them, and, in one word to
afk their opinions, whether they were difcretionary
or abfolute; but fo far from this, there never paffed
a doubt about his orders, the point in difpute amongft

them was, whether they fhould be obeyed, or no.
One point, indeed, fpoke for him, which was the
beginning of lord Barrington’s letter, of the rath of
may. * I wrote you by general Stuart ; if that or-
¢ der was not complied with, then,” this was in
one fenfe faying, that the order by general Stuart was
difcretionary, for his lordthip muft know, or had at
leaft great reafon to think, that Mr. Fowke had re-
ceived thofe by general Stvart. But what con-
demns him moft of all was, his letter to the fecre-
tary at war, dated the 6th of may, wherein he tells
him, ¢ That he had, with the advice of a council of
¢ war, difobeyed his order, and that he had been in-
¢ duced to act fo, on the confideration of the weal
¢ ftate of his garrifon ;”’ but never once mentions
that he had ated according to his judgment in obe-
dience to his lordfhip’s difcretionary erders ; which
he certainly would have done, had he really thought
they were difcretionary. If the general thought his
orders to be fo undoubtedly difcretionary, what occa-
fion was there to call a council of war, to know
their meaning ? as he fays in his defence he did. In.
fhort, it was that fatal letter to lord Barrington, which
convinced the court martial of the general’s difobedi-
ence ; had he not produced it, many have thought,
that he would have been acquitted; but that letter
convinced
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convinced thern, that he himfelf thought his orders
abfolute.

But to leave the gloomy affairs of England for a
_moment, and turn our eyes on thofe of more re-
fplendent and magnificent eclat ; we muft accompany
the reader through the prmcxpal courts in Germany,
and point out the feeming fecret caufes of thofe great
events, which for fome years held all Europe equally
in fufpence, and aftonithment. As the courts of
Berlin and Vienna were the principalstin this famous
conteft, it will be neceffary (for the information of
the reade'r) to prefent him with a Teeapitulation of the
general affairs of Germany, antecedent to the period
I am fpeaking of : and more particularly of the two
courts abovementioned.

Every one, who is the leaft verfed in the hiftory
of Germany, muft know, that Frederick William
the IId, ele&or of Bxandenburg, was one of the
greateft and moft diftinguithed princes of his time,
both for wifdom and courage ; which were always
properly employed for his own fecurlty, and the be-
nefit of his people. He entered upon the government,
in the year 1640, a time when the affairs of Germany,
and his own, were in a very difficult and embarraflfed
firation. In the year 1687, this prince came to an
amicable conclufion with the emperor Leopold, in
relation to a difpute, which had long fubfifted, con-
cerning the principality of Jagerndorff in Silefia 5 the
inveftiture of which had been conferred on the mar-
graves of Brandenburg, by Lewis, king of Bohemia,
about the year 15234 which duchy had afterwards
been‘refumed by the Toute of Auftria, under feve-
ral trifling pretenfions, at times when the power of
the auftrian. family was undifturbed, and that of
Brandenburg involved in the confufion of war, In
compenfation for this principality, the elettor had
the territory of Schwibus, in the northern part of
Silefia yielded up to him, which the emperor afterwards
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found rneans to obtain back from his fon and fue-
cefior.

Frederick IIT fucceeded his father in the elettorate
of Brandenburg, in april, 1688 ; and, like feveral of
his predeceffors, entered upon the adminiftration of
affairs, at a conjunéture, which required a prince of
great parts to conduct them to advantage.

This great and magnificent prince died in the
56th year of his age, and was fucceeded in all his
dominions by Frederick William, prince royal of
Pruffia, and eletoral prince of Brunfwick, whefe
reign was no lefs glorious, than that of his father’s,
fhewing, in every tranfattion of his life, that he was
in every inftance careful to maintain and fupport his
own dignity, to fecure his dominions, to make him-,
felf refpected by his neighbours, to keep his troops
and fortrefles conftantly in fuch a pofture, as might
prevent his being hurt by any unforefeen accident ;
and give him an opportunity, where the circumftan-
ces of things would permit it, of turning any fuch
accident to his advantage. It was with this view,
that he kept always on foot, between 80 and 100,000
regular troops well paid, and perfectly well difci-
plined ; at the fame time that he was no lefs careful
of his revenues, as being thoroughly fenfible, that
if ever a war became neceffary, treafure would be to
the full as needful as troops.

Charles Frederick, the prefent king of Prufiia, and
elector of Brandenburg, was born january the 24th,
1712, and confequently was in the 29th year of his
age, when he mounted the tl‘ﬁ“one. I thall be more
particular in what relates to this great monarch, an-
tecedent to the period I thall attempt to write the
hiitory of, as he afterwards thone forth with fo diftin-
guithing a luftre, in the late war.
~ The "very dawning of this young monarch’s go-
vernment drew the attention of all Europe, and
gave his neighbours very juft ideas of what might
be expelted in the progrefs of it, He had been but

indifferently
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indifférently treated in his father’s life-time,. and
there copfequently were many who dreaded his re-
fentments ; but he punifhed no body except the
counfellor Eckard, whom he ordered to depart his
domlmons, becaufe he had been a conftant devifer
of taxes, and the principal inftrument of the late
kmcr, in laying burthens upon his fubjeéts 5 fo that
in his manner of treating him, the new monarch
thewed that he could avenge the wrangs done to his
people, though he was at the fame time patient un-
der his own. He was no fooner poffefied of the
crown, than he declared himfelf a protector of learn-
ing ; and by a letter written with his own hand, in-
vited the famous Mr. Maupertuis from Paris, to take
upon him the dire¢tion of the academy of Berlin
or, as the king himfelf elegantly exprefled it, to graft
the flips of true fcience on the wild ftocks in the
north *,

This young monarch, in the difputes he had con-
cerning the barony of Herftall, and principality of
Neufchatel with the blfhop of Lleoe, and the duke
of Chevreufe, manifefted to his nmghbours, the firm-
nefs and vigour of his government. Thefe however,
were but as preludes to the great ftroke of all, by
which his majefty added a great part of the rich and
fruitful country of Silefia to his dominions: which,
as it has been confidered as the occafion of the gene-
ral war of 1741, and bore a confiderable fhare in
that of which I am giving the hiftory; the reader
will naturally expeét, that we fhould be a lictle
more. pa,rncular in the account of this ﬁnoular trani-
action.

I have already thown, that the houfe of Branden-
burg had a very fair title to the principality of Ja-
gerndorf and other territories in that country, which

# Vide Prefent State of Europe, from which ingenions work T-
have, taken great part of this accouut of the king of Pruffia, pre-
cedmg the war,

Iz the
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the emperor, notwithftanding united to the kingdom
of Bohemia; but as the elector ftill kept up his claim,
and the houfe of Auftria had great need of his affift-
ance, it was found neceffary to give him fome fatis-
faction ; ahd accordingly a treaty was fet on foot at
Berlin, in 1686, whereby it was ftipulated, that the
eleGtor fhould renounce all the pretenfions of his
houfe, to the principalities of Jagerndorf, Lignitz,
Brieg and Wohau, upon condition that the emperor
thould yield to the elettor, the territory of Schwibus,
The baron de Frytag, who managed this negotia-
ation for the court of Vienna, with the ele&tor Fre-
derick II, fet on foot at the {fame time another clan-
deftine treaty with the eletoral prince Frederick, who
was afterwards Frederick III, eleCtor of Branden-
burg, though he is generally called Frederick I, be-
caufe he was the firft king of Pruffia.

The nature of this fecret negotiation was. very
dark ; for there were fome family difputes, in which
the emperor threatened to take part againft the
prince, if, at the fame time his father fubfcribed the
treaty abovementioned, he did not fubfcribe an obli-
gation to give up, as foon as it fhould be-in his power
the territory of Schwibus, for a fmall fum of money.
Accordingly, when he became eleétor of Branden-
burg, the money was offered, and the territory de-
manded ; but all the counfellors of the new eleétor
advifed him not to part with it, as he had been com-
pelled to-make this agreement, which, in its own
nature therefore was void ; but the emperor Leopold
infifting upon it, and threatening to ufe force, he
yielded up the territory; but refufed to confirm.
the renunciation made by his father, of his for-
mer right.

Thus the reader {ees, in a few words, the nature of
the king of Pruffia’s claim ; he reprefented both
Frederick II, and Frederick III, confeqhently the
rights ot both were in him ; and, as the houfe of Au-
ftria had taken away the equivalent, he conceived he

had
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had a juft right to the territories formerly in the pof*
feffion of his family, viz. the principality of ]agern-
dorf, and other countries, of which he refolved im-
mediately to take poffeffion. - He had two reafons for
acting in this manner, without any previous decla-
;‘anons made to the court of Vienna; the firft was,
that the male line of the houfe of Auftria being ex-
tinct, and the power of that family thereby weakened,
he thoutrht this a favourable opportunity of domor
himfelf Ju{hce, and that he fhould be wanting to
himfelf and his pofterity, or fucceflors, if he neglet-
ed it. His fecond, that the eleétor of Bavaria and
the kmg of Spain formmg pretenfions upon the em-
peror’s fucceflion, he was defirous of reconciling his
view of doing himfelf juftice, to the inclination he
had of afﬁﬁmg Mary Therefa queen of Hungary,
in maintaining her rights to her father’s dominions,
agreeable to the pragmatic fanction.

At the fame time therefore, that he ordered his
troops to march into Silefia, which was in december,
1740, he declared toh ecourt of Vienna, that not-
withftanding this ftep, he was difpofed to promote
the eleftion of the duke of Lorrain to the imperial
dignity ; that he was willing to advance the queen
of Hungary two millions of florins; and that he was
ready to employ all his forces in defendmcr her do-
minions, againit all her competitors. But thefe pro-
pofitions were abfolutely reje¢ted, upon which a war
enfued. It is to be obferved, that in this article I
am ftating the claims, pretenfions, and*meafures of
his pruffian majefty, as matters of fat; and am very
far from taking upon me to decide, whether the for-
mer were well or ill founded, and confequently whe-
ther the latter were right or wrong; but thus much,
I think, -I may be allowed to fay, that if the court
of Vienna had accepted of this propofal, the war in
Germany had been prevented, and the emprefs
queen had not yielded more to the king of Pruffia,
than fhe was obliged to do afterwards, after all the

I 4 blood,
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blood and treafure fpent on both fides in this fatal
‘quarrel. ‘

His pruffian majefty carried his point in the firfk
inftance ; that is to fay, he made himfelf mafter of
Silefia, without much oppofition; and the auftrians
having brought a great army into the field, under
the command of the field marfhal count Nieuperg;
in the beginning of the next{pring, his pruffian ma-
jefty gave that.army battle, the roth of april, 1741,
at Molwitz, in which, though with great effufion of
blood, he gained the victory. In may, 1742, he
fought the famous battle of Czaflau, in which he
alfo claimed the vi¢tory; but both parties being now
weary of the war, a treaty of peace was-negotiated
between his majefty on one part, and the queen of
Hungary on the other, which was concluded and
figned june the 11th, at Breflau in Silefia; by which
the greateft part of that duchy, and the whole coun-
ty of Glatz were yielded to his majefty. ‘

But this valuable ceffion did not hinder him from
entering into the league of Frankfort, in fupport of
the emperor Charles VII, in confequence of which,
he invaded Bohemia, and took the city of Prague,
in june, 1744, won the uncontefted victory of Fried-
burg in june, 1745, and that of Stadentz in the fep-
tember following. Yet, the auftrians ftill perfifting
to continue the war, prefuming on the diverfion to
be made by a great body of ruffian auxiliaries, which
it was fuppofed would have marched through Poland
into his territories. But his pruffian majefty took
advantage of the feafon, and while his enemies were
pleafing themfelves, with the hopes of invading and
ruining his country, the old prince of Anhault Deffau,
with a pruflian army entered their’s. The king of
Poland was obliged to abandon bis hereditary domi-
nions, and to retire to the frontiers of Bohemia for
fafety. Leipfick opened her gates to the conquerer,
and though a numerous army of faxons and auftrians
Interpofed, to preferve Dreiden, yet, december the

4th,



( 121 ) A
4th, 17435, they were totally defeated by the prince
of Anhalt Deffau, with half their number of pruffian
troops. ,

The king entered Drefden in trinmph, and having
overcome all his enemies, on the 14th of the fame
month, overcame his provocation and refentment ;
and in the full warmth of vicory, gave them a
fair and equitable peace. By which, Silefia was
again folemnly yielded to him ; the faxons gave him
one million of crowns for the expence of the war
his majefty acknowledged the ‘emperor, guarantied
the domiaions of the emprefs queen, and included
his ally, the eleCtor Palatine, in the fame treaty,
which was negotiated under the mediation of his bri-
tannic majefty, and the conclufion of which, once
more fettled the tranquility of Germany.

I now come to the negotiations, which gave rife
more immediately to the war, of which I am giving
an account; but the more clearly to do this, itis ne-
ceflary to look back, a little before the peace of
Drefden, which I have juft mentioned. I fhall here
acquaint the reader, that moft of the fa&ts mentioned
in my account of that feries of projeéts, confpiracies,
treachery of the courts of Vienna, and Drefden,
is feleted from the authentic pieces publithed by
his majefty of Pruffia, when he poffefled himfelf of
Dreiden.

To come at the fource of all thefe dark negotia-
tions, which afterwards threw the greateft part ot
Europe into a flame, we muft look back as far as
the war that preceded the peace of Drefden. The
fond hopes that the two courts of Auftria and Saxony
had conceived, upon the fuccefs of the campaign, in
1744, gave occafion to a treaty of eventual partition,
which they concluded the 18th of may, 1745, agree-
ably to which, the court of Vienna was to have the
duci;y of Silefia, and the county of Glatz; and the
king of Poland, eleCtor of Saxony, the duchies of
Magdcburg, and Croflen, the circles of Zullichow,

and
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and Schwibus, together with the pruffian part of Ly.
fatia; or only part of thofe provinces, in proportion
to their conquefts. '

Soon after the peace of Drefden, which was figned
the 25th of december, 1745, there was no further
room for a treaty of o extraordinary a nature, as
that of an eventual partion, with regard to a power,
with whom the two contrating parties lived in peace ;
but yet the court of Vienna made no fcruple to pro-
pofe to the court of Saxony, a new treaty of alliance,
inwhich they fhould likewile renew the treaty of even-
tual partition, of the 18th of may, 1745.

The court of Saxony thought it neceffary, in the
firft place, to give a greater confiftency to their plan,
by grounding it upon an alliance between the courts
of Ruflia and Vienna. Thefe two powers did in fat
conclude a defenfive alliance at Peterfburg, the 22d
of may, 1746. Butitis eafy to perceive, that the body
or oftenfible part of this treaty was drawn up merely
with a view, to conceal the fix fecret articles from
the knowledge of the public; the fourth of whichis
levelled fingly againft Pruffia, according to the coun-
terpart of it, found by his pruffian majefty among
the other ftate papers, in the cabinet at Drefden,

In this article, the emprefs queen of Hungary and
Bohemia, fets out with a proteftation, that the will
religioufly obferve the treaty of Drefden ; but the
fays a little lower, « If the king of Pruffia thould
¢ be the firft to depart from this peace, by attacking
¢ either her majefty, the emprefs queen of Hungary
¢ and Bohemia, or her majefty the emprefs of Ruffia,

"< or even the republic of Poland, in all which cafes,
¢ the rights of her majefty, the emprefs queen to
¢¢ Silefia, and the county of Glatz, would again take
¢« place, and recover their full effeét; the two con-
¢ tracting parties fhall mutually affit each other
¢ with a body of 60,000 men, to reconquer Silefia,

(13 &C.”
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The reader will at once perceive the unjuft ten-
dency of this article ; and thefe were the titles, by
which the court of Vienna propofed to avail itfelf of,
for the recovery of Silefia. Every war that could
arife between the king of Pruffia and Rufia, or the
republic of Poland, 1s to be looked upon as a mani-
feflt infraltion of the peace of Drefden, and a revival
of the rights of the houfe of Auftria ‘to Silefia;
though neither Ruffia nor the republic of Poland
were at all concerned in the treaty of Drefden; and
though the latter, with which Pruflia otherwife lived
in the moft intimate friendthip, was not then even in
alliance with the court of Vienna. From this it feems
very manifeft, that the 4th fecret article of the treaty
of Peterfburg, is fo far from being a defenfive alli-
ance, that it contains a plan of an offenfive alli-
ance, tending to wreft Silefia from the king of
Pruffia. ‘

From this article it feems obvious, that the court
of Vienna had prepared three pretences for the re-
covery of Silefia; and by comparing it with her con-
duct from that time, it is very vifible that fhe thought
to attain her end, either by provoking the king of
Pruffia to commence a war againit her, or by kind-
ling one between his majefty and Ruffia or Poland,
by her fecret intrigues or machinations ; confidering
which, it is not a matter of any wonder, that this
treaty of Peterfburg thould have been the hinge ypon
which all the auftrian politics have turned, from the
peace of Drefden to this time; and that the nego-
tiations of the court of Vienna have been principally
direted to ftrengthen this alliance, by the acceffion
of other powers.

The court of Saxony was the firft that was invited to
this acceflion, in the beginning of the year, 1446.
They eagerly accepted the invitation, as foon as
made ; furnifhed their minifters at Peterfburg, count
de Vicedom, and the fieur Pezold, with the neceffary

full powers for that purpofe ; and ordered them to
declare,



(124 )

declare, that their court was not only ready to acceda
to the treaty itfelf ; but alfo to the fecret article againft
Pruffia: and alfo, that if, upon any frefh attack from
the king of Pruffia, the emprefs queen fhould, by
their affiftance, happen not only to reconquer Silefia,
and the county of Glatz, but alfo to reduce him within
narrower bounds ; the king of Poland, as eleor of
Saxony, would ftand to the partition ftipulated between
his polifh majefty and the emprefs queen, by the
convention figned at Leipfick, the 18th of may, 1745,
Count Lofs, the {axon minifter at Vienna, was charg-
ed, at the fame time, to open a private negotiation,
for fettling an eventual partition of the conquefts,
which fhould be made on Pruffia, by laying down,
as the bafis of it, the partition treaty of Leipfick, of
the 18th of may, 1745.

Throughout this unaccountable negotiation, it was
affectedly fuppofed, that the king of Pruffia would
be the aggrefior againft the court of Vienna. But
what right could the king of Poland draw from thence,
to make conquefts upon the king of Pruffia? Or, if
his polith majefty, in the quality of an auxiliary,
would alfo become a belligerent party ; it could not
be taken amifs, that his pruffian majefty thould treat
him accordingly, and regulate his conduct by that of
the court of Saxony. This is a truth that was ac-
knowledged, even by the king of Poland’s own privy
council ; for being confulted upon their mafter’s ac-
ceffion to the treaty of Peterfburg, they were of opi-
nion, that the 4th fecret article went beyond common
rules ; and that his pruffian majefty might look upon
the acceflion to it as a violation of the peace of
Drefden.

Count Briihl, prime minifter to the king of Poland,
being, without doubt, thoroughly convinced himfelf
of this truth, did all in his power to conceal the ex-
iftence of the fecret articles of the treaty of Peterfburg.
For, at the time that he was eagerly negotiating in
Ruiflia, upon his court’s acceflion to it, and to its fe-
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wret articles, he caufed a folemn declaration to be made
at Paris, ¢ That the treaty of Peterfburg, to which
¢ his polith majefty had been invited to accede, did
€ not contain any thing more than what was in the
“ german copy,” as appears from the count de
Brihl’s letter to count Lofs of the 18th of june, 1747
and by a memzrial, which count Lofs delivered in

confequence of it. |
It 1s true, that the court of Saxeny did yet defer,
from one time to another, their acceding in form to
the treaty of Peterfburg; but they did not fail to let
their allies know, again, and again, that they were
ready to accede to it, without reftriction, as foon as
it could be done without too evident rifk, and their
fhare of the advantages to be gained fhould be fe-
cured to them. This principal is clearly exprefled, in
the inftructions given the 1gth of february, 1750, to
general d’Arnim, when he was going to Peterfburg,
‘as minifter from Saxony. This court being invited a-
frefh, in the year, 1751, to accede to the treaty of
Peterfburg, declared its readinefs to do it, in a me-
.morial delivered to the ruffian minifter at Drefden,
and even fent full powers, and other neceffary papers
for that purpofe, to the fieur Funck, their minifter
at Peterfburg ; but required at the fame time, that
the king of England, as eletor of Hanover, fhould
previoully accede to the fecret articles of the treaty
of Peterfburg ;—And as his britannic majefty would
never be concernied in this miftery of iniquity, count
Briihl found himfelf obliged to wait the iffue of the
project, which had been formed, to make another alli-
ance, of fo innocent a nature as, to be producible ;
‘the courts of Vienna and 'Saxony thought it neceffary
to put on thefe outward appearances of moderation,
shat they might not wound the delicacy of fuch of
their allies, as were ftaggered at the fecret views of
the alliance of Peterfburg; but for their part, they
never loft fight of their darling plan, to divide. the
fpoils of the king of Pruffia beforehand, in keeping
conftantly
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conftantly to the fourth article of that treaty as theit
bafis.

The reader will clearly perceive, from all the proof}
that bave now been produced, that the court of Sax-
ony, without having acceded to the treaty of Pe-
terfburg, in form, was not lefs an accomplice in the
danoerous defigns, which the court of Vienna had
glounded upon this treaty ; and that, having been
difpenced with by their allies, from a formal con-
currence, they had only waited for the moment wheri-
they might, without running too great a rifk, concur
in eﬂ’e& and fhare the {poils of their neighbour.

In expe&ation of this period, the auftrian and faxon
minifters laboured in concert, and underhand, with
the more ardour to prepare the means of bringing thé
cafe of the fecret alliance of Peterfburg to exift. In
this treaty it was Jaid down as a principle, that any
war whatever between the king of Pruffia 4nd Ruffia,
would authorife the emprefs queen to retake Silefia;
There was nothing more, then, to be done, but to
raife fuch a war. In order to bring this about, no
means were found mote proper, than to embroil the
king of Proffia irreconcileably with her majefty, the
emprefs of Ruffia, and to provoke that princefsy by
all forts of falfeinfinuations, impoftures, and the moft
atrocious calumnies, in laying to the kmg of Pruffia’s’
charge, all forts of defigns againft Ruffia, and even
the emprefs’s own perfon; and then upon Poland with
regard to Sweden.

“T'he inftrutions which the court of Saxony gave,
in 1750, to general d’Arnim, when he was going to
Peterfburg, as their minifter plenipotentiary, contains
one exprefs article, by which he is charged to keep-
up dexteroufly the diftruft and jealoufy of Ruffia with
regard to Pruffia, and to applaud every arrangement
that might be taken againft the latter. But no body
executed thefe orders berter than the fieur de Funck,
the faxon minifter at Peterfburg, who was the life and
foul of the whole party. This minifter never let an

opportunity
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-opporturity eftape him, of infinuating, that the king
of Pruffia was forming defigns upon Courland, Po-
lith Pruffia, and the city of Dantzick ; that the courts
of France, Pruflia, and Sweden, "were hatching vaft
projelts, in caf¢ of a vacancy of the throne of Poland ;'
and numberlefs other falfities of the fame kind;
which his pruffian majefty has fufficiently contradiéted
by his fubfequent conduét, which he has followed to
the republic of Poland, and by the caution he has ufed
never to intrude himfelf into the domeftic affairs of
Poland and Courland, notwithftanding the example
other powers had fet him.

It would be tedious to mention all the infinuations
of this nature, which occur in the correfpondence of
the faxon minifters, But more particularly in their
difpatches of the 6th of december, 1753; 6th and
“13th of february; 28th of july, and 1t of december,
1954 5 wherein, among other infinuations, are men-
tioned, the commercial arrangements, the erection of
mints, and of armaments in Pruffia; and in one of
the difpatches is faid, that the king of Pruffia’s views
of aggrandifement upon polith Pruffia, and his pro-
je& to tuin the commerce of Dantzick, were well
known. Thefe minifters even gave out in a private
manner, that France and Pruflia had been bufied a
long time at the Ottoman Porte, in raifing up a war
againft Ruffia ; and that, if they fucceeded therein,
the king of Pruffia would not fail to execute his dee
fign upon Courland. They next infinuated, that the
king of Pruffia had found a channel in Courland by
which he came at all the {ecrets of the court of Ruffia.

By the concurrence of fo many calumnies and im-
poftures, they at length {ucceeded, in enfnaring the
emprefs of Ruffia’s good faith and equity, and in pre-
judicing her againft the king of Pruffia, to fuch a.
degree, that by the refult of the aflemblies of the fe-
pate of Ruffia, held on the 14th and 15th of may,
1753, it was laid down for a fundamental maxim of
the empire, to oppofe every further aggrandifment of

that
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that monarch, and to cruth him by a fuperiot force,
as foon as a favourable opportunity fhould occur, of
reducing the houfe of Brandenburg to its primitive
ftate of mediocrity. This refolution was renewed in
a great council, held in the month of oétober, 1455,
and was extended fo far, that it was refolved, ¢ With-
¢ out any father difcuffion, whether that prince fhould
¢ happen to attack any of the allies of the court of
« Ruffia, or one of the allies of that court thould
¢ begin with him *”,

In order to form an idea of the joy, which count
Briih] conceived upon this refolution of the court of
Ruflia, 'and how well he was difpofed to bring his
own to concur it; I fhall produce the following paf-
fages. In the difpatch of the ri1th of november,
1755. He anfwers the fieur Funck ; that, ¢ The
<¢ deliberations of the grand council are fo much the
¢ more glorious to Ruffia, in that there can be no-
¢ thing more beneficial to the common caufe, than
¢ previoufly to fettle the effetual means of deftroy-
¢ ing the overgrown power of Pruffia, and the un-
¢¢ bounded ambition of that court.”

The convention of a neutrality in Germany, figned
at London the 16th of january, having filenced all
count Brithl’s calumnies, and ‘fhaken his iniquitous
fyftem ; he redoubled his efforts in Ruflia, in order
to prevent the re-eftablithment of a good underftand-
ing between the king of Pruflia and the court of
Peterfburg. In his letter of the 23d of june, 1756,
he explained himfelf upon this fubject in the follow-
ing terms :

* In the fame letter is the following paflage, < To tiis end the
< court of Ruflia will ereét magazines for 100,000 men at Riga,'
<« Mittau, Liebau, and Windau; and they have found for this
<¢ fervice a fund of two millions and a half of rubles, and another
¢ annual fund of a million and an half, to maintain thefe arrange-
« ments.”

Extratted from a letter from the fienrFunck, to count de Brihl.
Peterfburg, oftober 20, 1755,
[13 A
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¢ A reconciliation between the courts of Berlin and
¢ Peterfburg, would be the moft critical and the
¢ moft dangerous event that could happen. Itis
¢ to be hoped, that Ruffia will not hearken to fuch
¢¢ odious propofals; and that the court of Vienna
¢ will be able to thwart fo fatal a union.’

The court of Vienna having perfetly fucceeded in
this refpect; and imagining, after the new connec-
tions they entered into this year, that they had caught
the opportunity of recovering Silefia without ob-
ftrution ; they loft no time in taking their meafures
accordingly, all Europe faw with furpnfe, the arma-
ments tlie court of Ruffia made in the {pring, both
by fea and land, without any apparent object ; they
gave out that thefe preparations were made in confe-
quenceof the treaty concluded with the court of Eng-
gland, in 1755 ; but it was very plain, that this de~
claration was a mere pretence, {ince England had
made no requifition for fuccours. Soon Cafter this,
Bohemia and Moravia were crowded with troops ;
magazines formed; and all the preparations made
for an immediate war. The defigns of the king of
Prufia’s enemies were vaft and unbounded. The
difpatches of count Fleming, which his pruffian ma-
jefty afterwards publifhed, with other important pa-
pers of the fame nature, are filled with a great num-
ber of curious paffages. Amongft others, he relates,
that count Kayferling had received orders to fpare nei-
ther pains nor money, in order to get an exact know-
ledge of the ftate of the revenues of the court of Vi-
enna; and he affures, that this court had remitted a
million of flérins to Peterfburg. He very often ex-
prefles his own perfuafion of an eftablihed concert
between the two courts of Vienna and Ruffia ;—that
the latter, in order the better to difguife the true rea-
fons of their'armaments, made them under the appa-
rent pretence of being thereby in a condition to fulfil
the engagements they had contracted with England
~—And that when all the preparations thould be ﬁmfhed

K they
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they were to fall unexpetedly on the king of Pruffid;
This perfuafion runs through all his difpatches ; and
it is reafonable to give credit to a minifter fo intelli-
gent, fo well informed, and fo muech in the way of
being fo.

Upon combining thefe circumf{tances together, viz!
~—That treaty of Peterfburg, which authorifes the
the court of Vienna to recover Silefia, as foon as 4
war breaks out between Pruffia apd Ruffia ;—The
refolution folemnly taken in Ruffia, to attack the
king of Pruflia upon the firft opportunity, whether he
fhould be the aggreffor or be attacked ;—~The arma-
ments of the two imperial courts, at atime, whennei-’
ther of them had any enemy to fear, but when the
eonjunétures {eemed to favour the views of the court
of Vienna upon Silefia ;—The ruffian minifters for-
mally owning, that thofe -armaments were defigned
againft the king ;—Count Kaunitz’s tacit avowal 3—
‘The pains which the ruflian minifters took to make
out a pretence for accufing the king of Pruffia, of
having endeavoured to ftir up a rebellion in Ukraine =
—From the combination of all thefe circumftances, I
fay, there refults a kind of demonftration, of a fe-
cret concert entered into againft his pruffian ma-
jefty.

That wife monarch could not thut his eyes againfl
meafures of fuch a tendency as thefe, which weré
likely to become fo fatal to himfelf, as his majefty
had been fo long informed of all thefe particulars,
from good quarters, The immenfe preparations of
the court of Vienna, at leaft obliged him to order M
Klinggrafe, his plenipotentiary minifter at the impe~
rial court, to demand of the emprefs queen, whethet
all thofe great preparations of war, which were mak-
ing on the frontiers of Silefia, were defigned againft
the king, or what were the intentions of her imperial
majefty ? To this equitable demand, the emprefs
queen anfwered in exprefs terms,  That in the pre-
¢ fent juncture, fhe had found it neceffary to make

¢¢ armaments,
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“¢ armaments, as well for her own defence, as for that
< of her allies, and which did not tend to the preju-
t¢ dice of any body.”

So vague an anfwer at {0 critical a time, required
a more precife explanation. Wherefore M. Kling-
grafe received freth orders, and reprefented to the
emprefs, that after the ng, his mafter, had diffem-
bled as long as he thought confiftent with his fafety
and glory, the bad defigns which were imputed to
the emprefs, would not fuffer him longer to difguife
any thing ; that he had orders to inform her, that the
king was acquamted with the offenfive projeéts, which
thc two courts had formed at Peterfburg; that he
knew, they had engaged to attack him tocether un-
expectedly ; the emprefs queen with 80,ooo, and the
emprefs of ruffia with 120,000 men ; that this defign,
which was to have been put in execution in the {pring
of this year, was deferred till next fumm:r,. on
account of the ruffian troops wanting recruirs ;
their fleet mariners ; and Livonia, corn to fupport:
them ; that the king made the emprefs arbiter of
peace or war ; that if the defired peace, he required
of her a clear and formal declaration, confifting of a
pofitive affurance, that the had no intention to attack
the kmo either this year or the next; but that he
thould look on any ambiguous anfwer as 2 declaration
of war; and that he called heaven to witnefs, that
the emprefs alone would be guilty of the innocent
- blood that thould be fpilt, and of the unhappy con-
fequences of war.

To fo juft and reafonable a demand was given an
an{wer ftill more haughty, and lefs fatxsfwé’tory than
the former, the purport whereof will be fufficient to
convince the public of the ill intentions of the court
of Vienna.

This anfwer conveys, in fo many words,—¢ That
¢ his majefty ' the king of Pruffia had already been
¢ employed for fome time, in all kinds of the moft
s conﬁdcrable preparations for war, and the moft

K 2 ¢ difquieting,
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difquieting, with regard to the public tranquility,
when on the 26th of laft month, that prince had

¢ thought fit to order explanations to be demanded

of her majelty, the emprefs queen, upon the mili-
tary difpofitions that were making in her domi-
nions, and which Lad not been refolved upon, till
after all the preparations which his prufiian majefty
had already made. _
¢¢ That thefe were faéts known to all Europe.
¢¢ That her majefty the emprefs queen, might there-
fore have declined giving explanations upon ob-
jects which did not require them ; that however fhe
had been pleafed to do it, and to declare with her
own mouth to M. Klinggrafe, in the audience the
granted him on the 26th of july,
¢¢ That the critical ftate of public affairs made het
look upon the meafures which fhe was taking, as
neceffary for her fafety, and that of her allies ; and
that in other refpets they did ot tend to the pre:
Jjudice of any one.
¢« That her majefty the emprefs queen had un-
doubtedly a right to form what judgments fhe
pleafed on the circumftances of the times ; and that
it belonged likewife to none but herfelf to eftimate
her dangers.
< That befides her declaration was {o clear, that
the never could have imagined it could be thought
otherwife.
¢ That being accuftomed to receive as well as to
practife, the attentions that fovereigns owe to eaclt
other, the could not hear, without aftonifhment
and the jufteft fenfibility, the contents of the me-
morial prefented by M. Klinggrafe the 2oth in-
i}:sa,nrt, an account of which had been laid before
er.
¢ That this memorial was fuch, both as to the
matter, and the expreflions, that her majefty the
emprefs queen, would find herfelf under a neceflity
of tranigrefling the bounds of that moderation,
o ¢ which
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¢ wifich fhe had prefcribed to herfelfy were fhe toan-
s¢ fwer the whole of its contents.””. &

But yet in anfwer to it, the wag p]eafe.d that M,
Klinggrafe thould be further acquainted, ,
¢¢ That the informations which had been given ta
his pruflian majefty, of an offenfive alliance, againft
him, between her majefty the emprefs queen, and
¢ her majefty the emprefs of Ruffia; as alfo, all the
¢« circumftances and pretended ﬁipulations of the faid
<¢ alliance, were abfolutely falfe and invented; and
¢¢ that no fich treaty againft his pruffian majefty did
¢ exift, or ever had exifted.

¢¢ That this declaration would enable all Europe
¢ to judge of what weight and quality the dreadful
*¢ events are, which M. Klinggrafe’s memorial an-
¢ nounces ; and let them fee, that, in all events, they

¢ can never be imputed to her majefty the emprefs

¢ queen.”

Such was the anfwer of the court of Vienna, to the
king of Pruffia, as incongruous as it was infufficient 5
and as to the matters of faét, which relate to his pxuf-
fian majefty’s meafures, nothing is fo far from truth
as what the emprefs queen advances, Thofe fa&ts
which that court would have to be looked upon, as
known to all Europe, are fo different from what it
declares them to be, that it will be neceffary, for the
reader’s inftru€tion, to fet that affair in a clear licrht.
Upon. the ruffian armament .in the month of june,
the King of Pruffia caufed four regiments to pafs out
of his electorate into Pomerania ; 5 and gave orders
that his fortrefles fhould be put into a Tate of de-
fence ; this, and a few other very trifling movements
is what gave fo great umbrage to the court of Vienna,
that an army of above 80,000 men was ordered to af-
femble in Bohemia and Moravia. If the emprefs had
detached troops out of Bohemia into Tufcany, would
the king of Pruflia have had room for apprehenfions
for Silefia, and for affembling a numerous army there ?
From this it is plain, that the march of the four re-
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siments to Pomerania, only ferved the court of Vis
enna 4s a pretext to palliate her ill intentions,

Ca his pruflian majefty’s hearing of the great mi-
litary preparations carrying on in Bohemia, he ordered
three regiments of foot, which had been in quarters
in Weltpnulia, towards Halberftadt ; but did not fend
a fingle regiment into Silefia ; the troops remained
quiet in their garrifons, without even horfes, and the
other receffaries for an ariny which is to encamp,
or which has defigns of invafion. During this time
the.courr of Vienna continuing, on one hand, to hold
the language of peace, and, on the other, to take the
moft ferious ¢ . afures for war; not content with thefe
demonftratinns, ~avnfed another camp to be marked
out, near z town, named Hotzenplotz, fituated on a
fpot, belenging indeed to them, but which lies di-
ve¢tly between the fortreffes of Neiffe and Cofel s
and prepared a great army in Bohemia to occupy the
camp ot Jaromers, within four miles of Silefia. Thefe
mot.ons »f the court of Vienna obliged the king of
$vufia to confider his own fafety, efpecially, as it
was reafonable to fufpelt the defigns of that court,
whe he knrw was not altogether very well intentioned
{coverds him @ wherefore he thought it high time to
make the difpofitions which his fafety and dignity
resuired 3 he gave orders for his army to provide
themfelves with horfes, and to be in readinefs to
marca. '

Had his pruflian majefty formed any defign in pre-
judice to the emprefs queen, every one who is at all
acquainted with the formidable power of that mo-
narch, muft be fenfible, that he would have had it
in his power to execute them many months before the
time in queftion, and not having ftaid for her affem-
bling fuch formidable forces for her defence. Bug
that monarch was negotiating whilft his enemies were.
arming. Such is the manifeft weaknefs of the princi-
pal foundation, whereon all the arguments of ‘the au-
ftrian court, are founded.

But
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But this is not the only paflage of the emprefs
queen’s anfwer that thows fuch a formed defign of
equivocating in her negotiations,—fhe mentions her
{o clear declaration to M. Klinggrafe. This declara-
tion, though called {o clear, is certainly on the whole,
unintelligible, who are the allies of the emprefs, that
were threatened with war ? Was it the court of
France? Or that of Ruffia ? One muft be ftrangely
blinded, to attribute to his pruffian majefty a defign
of attacking either of thefe two courts, and fuch an
enterprize, would furely require fomewhat more than
four regiments being {ent into Pomerania. The court
of Vienna, in this memorial, fay, they did not in-
tend to attack any body ; might not they as eafily
have faid, that they would not attack the king of
Pruflia by name ?

But the article in this memorial, on which the court
of Vienna infifted moft, in her anfwer, was, her alli-
ance with Ruffia, the ftipulations of which, as they
faid, were abfolutely falfe and invented. To be fure
it was very eafy for the auftrian minifters to deny this
convention ; but befides the facts which were pub-
blithed about it, there were circumftances which
feemed fufficiently to indicate, at leaft a concert.
In the beginning of june, the ruffian troops ap-
proached the frontiers of Pruffia.  An army of 70,000,
men was formed in Livonia, at the fame time that
they were preparing at Vienna to affemble a ftrong
army in Bohemia, which was to appear there under
the name of an army of obfervation. Thefe inftan-
ces, befides many more that might be produced, was
it neceflary, are {ufficient to fhow in the cleareft light,
the defigns of the court of Vienna. N

In fhort, it plainly appears, that count Kaunitz
propofed to fhut the door againft all means of ex-
plaining and conciliating matters ; and, at the fame
time, to purfue the preparations of his dangerous.
defigns, in the expeftation that the king of Pruffia,
would ‘be fo far provoked, as to. take fome ftep,

K 4 whichy,
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which might ferve to make him pafs for the ag.
greflor,

The condué of the court of Drefden fquared ex-
aétly with that of Vienna; under the feigned chg-
racter of a neutral power, count Brithl refolved, that
his country fhould be equally forward with his allies,
in their defighs againft his pruflian majefty. Itis
eafy to judge of this, by the counfel, which count
Fleming gives count Brihl, in bis difpatch of the
14th of july. ¢ To grant the paffage to the pruffian
troops ; and afterwards ta take fuch meafures as {hould
be moft proper.”

By a letter from count Fleming of the 18th of
auguft, the emprefs queen explained herfelf to that
minifter in the following terms :

¢¢ That fhe required nothing for the prefent, from
the king of Poland, as the was very fenfible of his
ticklith fituation 3 that however, The hoped he would,
in the mean while, put himfelf in a good pofture, in
order to be prepared at all events ; and that, in cafe
any breach fhould happen between her majefty and
the king of Prufiia, fhe would, in time, not be averfe
to concur, in cafe of need, in the neceffary meafures:
for their mutual fecurity.”

But not to detain the reader longer than is neceffa-
ry, on producing fuch a concatination of fals, ta
prove that his pruffian majefty was not the aggreflor
in thofe troubles that enfued this train of dark and
fecret negociations ; it evidently appears, that the
faxon court had a fhare in all the dangerous defigns
which were formed againft that monarch j—their
minifters were the authors, and chief promoters of
them ;—and though they did not formally accede to
the treaty of Peterfburg, they had however agreed
with their allies to fufpend their concurrence therein,
till fuch time only, as the king’s forces thould bs
weakened and divided, and they might pull off ‘the
mafk without danger.

The king of Poland had adopted as a principle,
that any war, between the king of Pruflia and oncfz'

O}



( 137 )
of his polith majefty’s allies, furnifhed him with s
title co make conquefts upon Pruffia. And it was in
confequence of this principle, that he thought he
could, in time of peace, make a partition of the do-
minions of his neighbour.
Count Briihl entered very eagerly into the plot with
the court of Vienna, by the injutious reports he under-
took to propagate :—and I think I have made it ap-
pear very clearly, that there was a fecret concert ex-
ifting” between the courts of Vienna and Saxony; in
confequ«’nce of which, the latter did intend to let the
king’s army pafs, in order to act afterwards, accord-
ing “to events, either in joining his enemies, or in
makmg a diverfion in his dominions, unprovided
.with troops.

Such were the defigns of the fecret enemies of his
majefty the king of Pruffia; and in fuch a caufe, let
any man put himfelf in that monarcly’s place, would
he not have drawn upon himfelf an everlafting re-
proach, in the opinion of all equitable and 1mpartxal
Jjudges ; would he not have rendered himfelf account-
able to all his pofterity ; if he had not made ufe of
every expedient, that divine and human laws bad put
in his power, toprevent, in good time, thofe defigns,
that tended to deprive him of the greateft part of his
dominions, and to plunge him into’ abfolute deftruc-
tion.

For an inftance of the bad defigns of Saxony, we
need but confider the warlike preparations made in
that country, at the fame time that her majefty the em-
prefs queen was doing the fame in Bohemia and Mo-
ravia ; large magazines were every where formed, and
the king of Poland refolved to put himfelf at the

- head of his army, and poﬂ: himfelf in the moft ad-
vantageous manner for facilitating his juncion with
the auftrian army in Bohemia : an immenfe road was
cut through the mountains of Bohemia, and marked
at certain diftances with pofts bearing this remarkable

infcription THE MILITARY ROAD 5 all thefe are fo
many circumiftances, that completely open the defigns
ot
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of the court of Saxony to a full view. ‘This new
MiLIiTARY ROAD, in particular, could never furely
have been made in order to facilitate the paffage of
the pruflian army'; and thofe pofts, which actually
remain to this day, are fo many fpeaking proofs of
the concert, which had long been forming between
the courts of Vienna and Saxony, and were but tog
ftrong a juftification of the reafons his pruffian ma-.
jefty had to prevent the effects of it.

Before I proceed to trace that monarch in the
meafures which he thought it neceéffary, in this con-
jun&ure, to take; I fhall, for the reader’s affiftance,
in recolle¢ting precifely all that train of negociation
between the courts of Vienna, Drefden, and Peterf-
burg, juft curlorily recapitulate thefe affairs in as
fhort” a compafs as poffible; and then proceed in
giving an account of the military affairs in this
part of the world, which drew the attention of al}
Europe.

In the firft place, he is to remember, that the ema
prefs queen having ceded Silefia to the king of Pruffia,
by the treaties of Breflau and Drefden, foon began
to envy that monarch the poffeflion of fo valuable a
part of her former dominions. The defire of repof-
fefling herfelf of that country, and of revenging
herfelf againft the king of Pruffia, induced her to at-’
tempt at any rate to gratify thofe two favourite de-.
fires 3 but fearful of the power and enterprifing ge-
nius of the pruflian monarch, fhe, although fuperior;
in her forces, fought for forne ally to join with her,
in thefe ambitious defigns : fhe caft her eyes on the
elector of Saxony, king of Poland, who anfwered
her with all poffible cordiality, and fimilitude of no-
tions : thefe two powers formed a fecret concert, and:
invited the emprels of Ruffia to accede to the fame
defign; that princefs was more cautious, and as the
had not at that time the leaft glimpfe of difpute with,
the king of Pruffia, was not fo eafily drawn into the
{cheme. The courts of Vienna and Drefden ﬁnding
this difficuity, contrived and propagated a thoufand

calumnies
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calumnies, tending to depreciate that monarch, and
infufed intimations to the-emprefs of Ruffia of many
bad defigns formed by Pruffia againft her; and in
time, by this means, and by gaining over feveral of
the emprefs’s minifters to their party, they perfuaded
her to come fully into their iniquitous {chemes, which
concluded in the treaty of Peterfburg, between the
court of Vienna and Peterfburg: Saxony by reafon
of her fituation fo much in the power of Pruffia, was
excufed from formally acceding to this treaty before
matters were brought to fuch a crifis, as the might
do it without any great danger to herfelf. By this
treaty, the emprefs queen was entitled to retake pof-
fion of Silefia, in cafe his pruffian majefty thould at-
tack her, or any one of her allies, oreven the repub-
lic of Poland. -

The plan for the part which Saxony was tq take in
the war, which was inevitably to follow 3 was, incafe
Pruffia demanded at any time a paffage for his troops
through that eleCtorate, in his way to the dominions
of the emprefs queen, in fuch cafe to grant that de-
mand ; and, as foon as his pruflian majefty fhould
have his hands full in Bohemia, or elfewhere, to
march with all the forces of the eletorate, into the
very heart of the pruflian dominions, which would
then be deftitute of forces for their defence. The
better to enifure fuccefs in thefe meafures, the emprefs
of Ruffia made immenfe preparations for the fubfift-
ing an army of 120,000 men, which, by the treaty
of Peterfbum were to march againft Pruffia. The
emprefs queen in Bohemia and Bavarla, on the fron-
tiers of Silefia, formed camps of 80,000 men, and
the whole face of thofe countries wore the appear-
ance of an approaching war. The king of Poland,
elector of Saxony, on his part affembled an army,
in his elettorate, of 30,000 men, and formed maga-
zines for their fubﬁf’cence ; and cut an immenfe road
through the mountaips into Bohemia ; and called it
the MILITARY ROAD.

v Such
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Such were the preparations and meafures of hig
pruffian majefty’s enemies, when he thought it not
fafe to continue any longer without being certain
that they were not defigned agamit him. He ac-
cordingly ordered his minifter plenlpotentiary at the
imperial court, to demand againft whom thefe great
preparations were making ; but receiving an equivo-
cating anfwer, he again demanded a {olemn promife
of the emprefs that fhe would not attack him in the
courfe of this year, or the next; but being alfo re-
fufed a catagorical anfwer, and having good intelli-
gence of all the above particulars, and the bad de-
figns of his enemies; he very juftly thought that i¢
would be inexcufable in him not to avert the blow,
which hung in fo formidable a manner over his
head, by ftriking at the bofom of his enemy, to
difable him from executing the bad defigns he had
formed. Such was the cafe of his pruflian majefty ;
and all Europe muft allow, that he was at liberty
to attack any of the three powers in confederacy.
againft, him without violating in the leaft degree, the’
laws of nations: and although, he began hoftilities,
yet his enemies were the aggreflors *in the war,

# By aggreflion, is underflood every a&, which is diametrically
oppofite to the fenfe of a treaty of peace. An offenfive league 3
—the ftirring up of enemies, and prompting them to make war
upon another power ;—defigns of invading another prince’s domi-
nions ;—a fudden irruption :—all thefe different circumftances are
{o many aggreflions ; although the laft, only, can be properly called
an hoftility.

Whoever prevents thefe aggreflions, may commit hoftilities 3
but is not the aggreffor.— In the fucceflion war, when the troops 0?
Savoy were in the french army in Lombardy, the duke of Savoy
made a treaty with the emperor againft France :—the french dif-
armed thefe troeps, and carried the war into Piedmont :—it was
therefore the duke of Savoy, whe was the aggfeﬁ‘or; and the
french, who committed the §irft hoftilities.—The league of Cam-
bray was an aggreflion :—if the Venetians had, then, prevented
their enemies, they would have commiitted the firft hoftilities ; but
they would not have been the aggreftors. ‘

CHAPD



( 141, )

CHAP IX.

Kinig of Pruffia demands o paffage for bis troops through
Saxony. King of Poland’s anfwer. King of Pruffia
enters Saxony. Takes poffeffion of the elelioraté. Pruf-
Sian army blockades the faxon camp at Pirna. Moti-
ons of the aufirians. Marfhal Schwerin enters Bobemsa,
Marfbal Keith marches into Bobemia. Batile of Lo-
wofthutz. The [axon army capitulates. King of Po-
land [fets out for Warfaw. Pruffian army retreats into
Saxony. And goes into winter quarters.  Sad flate of
Saxony.  Aufirians go into winter quarters.  Affairs
in Ruffia. Defigns of France. Preparations of the
king of Pruffia. Reflections. Marfbal Keith,

HIS majefty the king of Pruffia, clearly forefee-
ing that a war was inevitable, and that a paf-
fage through Saxony was abfolutely neceffary for his
army, ordered M, de Malzahn, his minifter at the
court of Drefden, to demand fuch a paffage. On
the 2gth of auguft, he accordingly demanded a pri~
vate audience of the king of Poland, and made the
following verbal declaration to his majefty, on the
part of the king his mafter:

“ His majefty the king of Pruffia finds himfelf
obliged, by the behaviour of the emprefs queen to
attack her, and to march through the territories of
Saxony into Bohemia: he aceordingly demdnds a
paffage through the eletoral dominions of his po-
lith majefty, declaring, that he will caufe his troops
to obferve the firiteft difcipline, and take all the
€are of the country that the circumftances will permit.
His polifh majefty, and his royal family, may at the
fame time depend upon being in perfet fafety, and
of having the greateft refpet paid them, on the part
of his pruffian majefty. As to the reft, after reflect-
ing upon the events of the year 1744, there is no

' reafon
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reafon to be furprifed, that the king of Pruffia fhould
take fuch meafures, .as may prevent a return of what
then happened. Moreover, he defires nothing fo
much as a fpeedy re-eftablithment of peace, in order
to give him the happy opportunity, of feftoring the
king of Poland to the quiet pofleflion of his domi-"
nions, againft which he has not, in other refpefs,
formed any dangerous defigns.”

M. de Malzahn added, ¢ That the neceflity which
the king his mafter was under of ating in this
manner, could only be imputed to the calamity of
the times, and the behaviour of the court of Vienna.”

The king of Poland, in the furprife which this de-
claration' threw him into, anfwered M. de Malzahn,
¢ That he thould not have expefted a requifition in
“the form that it had juft been made to him; that be-
ing at peace with all the world, and under no en-
gagement relative to the prefent objet with any of
the powers actually at war, or thofe about to enter
into it, he could not conceive the end of making
fuch a declaration ; but that he fhould give anfwer
upon this fubject in writing, and hoped his pruffian
majefty, contenting himfelt with a quick paffage,
would neither forger the refpect due to a fovereign,
nor that which all the members of the germanic body
reciprocally owe to each other.”

Soon after this verbal anfwer, the king caufed ano-
ther to be delivered in writing to M. de Malzahn,
which imported much the fame as the other, but was
more explicit.

Befides lord Stormont, the britith minifter, who
went on the part of the king of Poland, to wait on
the king of Pruffia, his polith majefty likewife fent
the count de Salmont, one of his minifters. His
pruffian majefty received them very politely, heard
their propofals, and told them, ¢ That he himfelf
withed for nothing mere than to find the king of
Poland’s fentiments acquiefce with his declarations :
that the neutrality which his polith majefty feemed

defirous
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defirous to obferve, was exa&tly what he required of
him; but that in order to render this neutrality more
fecure, and lefs liable to variation, it would be proper
for his polith majefty to feparate his army ; and fend
the troops he had aflembled at Pirna back into their
quarters; that a ftep of this nature would be a full
proof of a neutrality not to be doubted off ; and that
after this he thould take a pledfure, in thewing by an
€qual condefcention, his difpofitien to give real marks
of his friendfhip for his polifh majefty, and concert
with him what meafures might be proper to be taken,
according to the fituation of affairs.”

But to comply with thefe terms was not the de-
fign of his polith majefty ; he had raifed an army of
30,000 men for other exploits, than to march back
again into their quarters.  As to his pruffian majefty,
forefeeing thit war was become inevitable, and that
the king of Poland, by his altions, was refolved to
¢ontinue his military preparations ; at laft refolved to
enter Saxony, and by ftriking fo effe¢tual a blow,
diffenable: his enemies from executing the formidable
fcheme they had projected.

This great monarch having prepared with the ut-
mott diligence, a powerful army, found it ready for
action by the end of auguft. His fituation at this
eritical conjuncture was alarming 3 the power of the
houfe of Auftria, of itfelf an overmatch for him ; he
knew he had to cope with befidés a vaft army of ruf-
fiarts, who were upon their march for Pruffia; add to
thefe, the king of Poland, at the head of 30,000
men ; nor was his majefty without fears from the
part which France might take, in the fituation which
her new ally the emprefs queen then was in.

Bur, being prepared for the worft that could happen,
he refolved to begin hoftilities by attacking Saxony ;
having firft conferred the chief command in Pruffia,
on marfhal Lehwald, an officer of the greateft cou-
rage and abilities ; and that in Silefia, on marfhal
Schwerin, a foldier grown old in the pruffian fervice,

and
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afid a particular favourite of the king’s, having taughe
his majefty the firft rudiments of the art of war re.
ferving to himfelf that of the principal army, intended
to a¢t in Saxony and Bohemia. _

The fazon general had made choice of the poft of
Pirna, for the rendezvous of their troops, as the moft
convenient, either for deceiving the pruffian army,
in cafe of its advancing into Bohemia, or for receiv-
ing -fuccours from the auftrians.. Upon the firft
motion of the pruflian troops, for marching into
Pomerania, or, in cafe of neceffity, for joining mar-
thal Lehwald, the faxons abandoned all their gari-
fons bordering on Brandenburg, and took poft be:
tween the Moldaw and the Elbe. They afterwards
returned to their quartersy and, a fecond time, broke
up and repaired to their refpeétive cantonments. The
motive on which they acted being known, propet
meafures were taken 3 and the king of Pruffia; en-
tering Saxony on the 29th of -auguft, marched with
his troops, divided into three columns, towards Pirna.
The firft fet out fyom the duchy of Magdeburg,
under the command of prince Ferdinand of Brunf:
wic, djrecting their route to Leipfic, Borna, Kem-
nitz, Freyberg, Dippoldfwalde, to Cotta. The fe-
cond command by the king, and under him field
marfhal- Kieth, marched through Pretfch, Torgan,
Lonmatfch, Wilfdruff, Drefden, and Zehift, The
third commanded by the prince of Brunfwick Be-
vern, crofling Lufatia, took its route through Elfter-
werde, Bautzen, Stolpe, to Lohmm. Thefe three
columns arrived the {fame day at the camp at Pirna,
which they invefted. The divifion commanded by
the king, took poffeflion of Drefden, and cut off all
communication between that city and the faxon
‘camp 3~and on the 8th his majefty took up his quar:
ters at Willdruff.  On the roth, a great part of the
pruffian army marched in, order towards the faxon
camp, and the head quarters were placed at Seid-
litz, not much above haif a german mile diftant
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¥om Pirna. And the fame day one regiment of
cuiraffiers, and three of dragoons, marched through
Drefden into the camp at Wilfdruff, where a body of
16000 men were ftill left. -

The divifion under prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic,
amounting to about 15000 men, entered Leipfic on
the 20th.  And fo impenetrable are the councils of
his pruflian majefty, that even prince Ferdinand, when
he fet out upon his march, did not know what conrfe
he was to take further than Gros-Kugel, where, upon
opening his inftruttions, he found the king’s orders
to advance to Leipfic, and take pofleflion of it.

Notice was given the fame evening to the deputies
of the corporation of merchants, that they were to
pay all taxes and cuftoms only to the order of his
pruffian majefty ; the deputies waited on prince Fer-
dinand of Brunfwic, next morning at 11 o’clock, who
received them very politely, and repeated to them,
that from that day, all contributions were to be paid
to the order of the king of Pruflia, and not to his
polith majefty ; and affured them that they mighe
depend upon his friendthip, protection, and care to
maintain good order. The fame day the prince took
poffeffion of the cuftom-houfe and excife-office ; and
ordered the magazines of corn and meal to be opened
for the ufe of his troops. '

Whilft his highnefs prince Ferdinand tranfatted
thefe affairs in fo refolute a mander at Leipfic, his
majefty the king of Pruffiadid the fame at Drefden.
The king of Poland, on the news of the irruption of
the pruffians, left his capital, the city of Drefden, at-
tended by his twe fons, prince Zavier, and prince
Charles, on the 3d of feptember, and put himfelf a¢
the head ¢of his troops, encamped at Pirna, refolving
to defend himfelf to the laft. The queen, and the
reft of the royal family, remained in the city, and
were treated in the moft polite manner by the king of
Pruffia, who took poffeflion of it the 8th. That
monarch eftablifhed all the offices for the execution of
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public bufinefs belonging to the piruffian army, 4t
Torgau, which was the place where contributions and
duties of all kinds were paid: and as the cafh and
treafure of the army were kept here, 1500 peafants
were fet at work to throw up entrenchments round
the place, to prevent its being attacked or furprifed,
The deputies from Leipfic were conducted hither,
and detained as a fecurity for the obedience of the
regency of that city, and the payment of its duties
and contributions. A pruffian commiffary was left to
take care of thefe payments, but what is extraordinary,
not one foldier.

I have already obferved, that the three columns of
the pruffian army met at Pirna the fame day. They
were no fooner encamped round this poft, than it was
perceived, that notwithftanding the inferiority of the
faxon army, the advantageous fituation of the ground
it pofiefled, was fo great, that it was not to be at.
tacked without confiderable lofs. It was therefore
determined to turn the attack into a blockade, and to
treat the {axon army rather in the manner of 2 town
befieged, than like a poft, which might be attacked
according to the cuftom of war carried on in an open
eountry.

The fituation of the faxon camp, which made it
almoft impregnable, was as follows, viz. The plain be-
tween Pirna and Koenigftein, where the faxon camp
was pitched, is a centinued rock, with a diclivity
down to the Elbe on one fide, and into a valley on
the other. This declivity ends on one fide of Koen-
igttein, from whence begins a thick foreft, in which
the faxons cut down trees, and barricaded themfelves.
On this fide of Pirna is a narrow paflage, where, as
well as in the town itfelf, they made intrenchments,
and raifed in and about their camp, near 60 redoubts,
which were well provided with a great number of
cannon. But this advantageous fituation did not re-
medy the want of water, provifions, and forage ; the
faxon generals omitted nothing that might induce
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the pruffiads to proceed on their march for Boherids
'%nd leave them behind, without attacking them.

ut former experience had given the king of Pruffia
wifdom, with regard to future tranfattions. If, on
the one hand, no dire& attack was thought advife-
able; fo, on the other, no enemy was to be left be-
hind. Befides ftrictly blockading the faxons, it was
alfo refolved to form an army of obfervation, to pre-
vent any f{uccours being fent from the auftrian army.
In confequence of this refolution, the pruflians took
poffeflion of the pofts of Leopoldfhain, Marcker{-
dorf, Hellendorf, Cotta, Zehift, Sedlitz, as far as
the Elbe, where, by their bridge, they had a com-
munication with the pofts of Lohmm, Welen, Ob-
refwaden, and Schandau. In thefe different places
were diftributed thirty-eight battalions, and thirty
fquadrons.  Seventy-nine Dbattalions and {eventy
fquadrons, were deftined for Bohemia, which entered
by detachments; moving to Peterfwalde, Aufig, and
Jonfdorf. This body was commanded by marfhal
Keith, by whofe orders general Manftein made
himfelf mafter of the caftle-of Ketfchen, taking
an hundred auftrians prifoners. The marfhal en-
camped at Jonfdorf, where he ftaid till the end of
the month.

Hitherto marfhal Brewn -had kept clofe in his
camp at Kolin ; which was almoft completely form-
ed by the 21ft of auguft, moft of the artillery for
that purpofe being arrived ; but the troops were not
all complete then ; the marfhal had under him prince
Piccolomini, feven lieutenant field marfhals, and fix-
teen major generals ; befides this, the auftrians were
theri affembling troops at Ollifchau. The court of
Vienna drew all the forces of her imperial majefty’s
immenie dominions, into Bohemia : all the officers
in the auftrian Netherlands received orders to join
their regiments directly, and hold themfelves in rea-
dinefs to march on the firft notice, and were very
foon detached into Bohemia ; and orders arrived at
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Bruffels, to raife feveral independent companies of
100 men each : parties of 5 or 6000 croatians were
continually marching through Vienna for their camps
in Bohemia and Moravia.

Marfhal Schwerin, as I before obferved; was ap-
pointed by his pruflian majefty to command in Si-
lefia; that general, after pafling through the county
of Glatz, had advanced to Nachot, afterwards to
the banks of the Mettaw, and laftly to Aujet, where
he routed a detachment of huffars, and dragoons,
.commanded by general Bucof, and took 200 prifon-
ers. Afterwards the marfhal took pofieflion of the
camp of Aujeft, and foraged under the walls of Ko-
nigfgratz, where prince Piccolomini was encamped.
Near Hoenmaut the pruflian huffars defeated 400
auftrian dragoons, and took many of them in their
flight. This was all marfhal Schwerin could do.
The camp at Koningferatz was fituated at the con-
flux of the Adler into the Elbe: the enemy were
entrenched, and this poft in its front too difficult to
be attacked.

When his pruffian majefty took poffeffion of Dref-
den, he fent an officer to the queen to demand the
keys of the cabinets, the archieves, and treafures of
her hufband : her majefty unwillingly complied ; and
when the pruffian officer received the keys of her,
he requefted further, that her majefty would alfo put
him in poffeflion of a certain cafket, containing fome
particular papers, and defcribed it to her : the queen
denied having any knowledge of fuch a eafket, and
told the officer the knew not what he meant., Ma-
dam, replied he, (pointing to a cabinet) the cafket
I am ordered by my mafter to demand, is in that
cabinet.—The queen in fome confuffion affured him,
h: was miftaken, for the cabinet contained no fuch
papers.  But the pruffian officer infifted upon hav=
ing it opened, and finding that the moft peremp-
tory demands would not be complied with, by
her polith majefty, he broke it open himfelf in her
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prefence, and took out the very cafket he had de-
manded, and which contained all the original con-
ventions, and letters which pafled between the courts
of Saxony, Vienna, and Peterfburg.

His pruffian majefty finding himfelf poflefled of fo
invaluable a treafure, inftantly publifhed them, that
all Europe might be convinced of the neceflity there
was for his beginning hoftilities in his own defence.

Great efforts were only to he made in Saxony; the
fituation of the faxon camp, made it neceffary for
the auftrians to advance to their relief, and the pruf-
fians found it neceflary to keep thefe enemies off, as
well as to continue the blockade of the faxon camp
in the clofeft manner. The condition of the elec-
torate was certainly at this time on the verge of de-
ftruétion, the pruffians had taken pofieffion of all the
towns and fortrefles, and had demanded about a fort-
night after their entrance, to be delivered in the fpace
of three weeks at fartheft, 1100 oxen, 2500 fheep,
200,000 meafures of oats, 150,000 quintals of hay,
and 20,000 truffes of ftraw ; the value of them all
was fuppofed to amount to 625,000 crowns.

In the mean time the emprefs queen, found herfelf
obliged in honour, to relieve her ally the king of
Poland ; accordingly fhe ordered marfhal Brown to
difengage the faxons. His army was encamped at
Budin, near the conflux of the Egra with the Elbe;
and for the executing thefe orders, he had the choice
of three ways; one by attacking and defeating mar-
fhal Keith’s army, which was no eafy tafk : the {fecond,
by marching to the left, through Belin, and Teop-
litz, to enter Saxony, which laid him under the ne-
ceflity of expofing his flank to the pruffian army, and
even of being deprived of his magazines at Budin
and Wellern : the third, by fending a detachment
through Leutmeritz, and proceeding to the faxons by
the way of Bohmifch, Leipe and Schandau. This
latt meafure could not produce any thing decifive ;
the ground in the ncighbourhood. of Schanday, andy
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Ober-Raden, being fo difficult, that a {mall body
of troops may ftop an entire army. But his pruffian
majefty, in fo critical a time, judged his prefence
was neceflary in Bohemia. Accordingly, he left the
camp at Setlitz, on the 28th of feptember, and the
fame day reached marfhal Keith’s camp at Jon{dorf.
On the 29th, the army in Bohemia was ordered to
march : the king going before with eight battalions
and twenty fquadrons, encamped at Jirmitz, where
the fcouts of the army brought advice, that marfhal
Brown was, the next day, to pafs the Egra. His
majefty now judged, shat the beft way was to draw
near the enemy ; in order to obferve all their motions,
On the 3oth, all the troops followed the king in two
colums, the one by the way of Profcobot, and the
other by the way of Jirmitz. From Jirmitz he
marched with his van, towards Welmina, where he
arrived that evening, an hour before funfet. There
he faw the auftrian army, with its right wing at Lo-
wolchutz, and its left towards the Egra. Thateven-
ing the king, himfelf, occupied, with fix battalions,
a hollow, and fome rifing grounds, which commanded
Lowofchutz, and which he refolved to make ufe of,the
next day, in order to march out againft the auftrians.
The army arrived, at night, at Welmina, where the
king only formed his battalions behind one another,
and the {quadrons in the fame manner, which remain-
ed all night in this pofition ; the king himfelf fitting
up all night, and having no other covering but his
cloak, before a little fire, at the head of his troops.
On the firft of oftober, at break of day, he took
with him his principal general officers, and fhewed
them the ground he intended to occupy with his army,
viz. the infantry forming the firft line, to occupy two
high hills, and the bottom betwixt them ; fome bat-
talions to form the fecond line ; and the third to be
compofed of the whole cavalry. The ground where
the pruffians formed themfelves in order of battle,
contained only the fix battalions of the van, the

ground



( 151 )

-ground continuing to widen towards the left. The
declivity of thefe mountains was covered with vine-
yards, divided into a great many inclofures, by ftone
walls, three feet high, as belonging to different per-
fons. In thefe vineyards, marfhal Browne pofted his
pandours to ftop them, fo that, as every battalion of
the left entered the line, it was obliged to engage the
enemy. But their fire being faint and unfteady, it con-
firmed his pruffian majefty in his opinion, that mar-
thal Browne was retreated, and that the pandours and
bodies of cavalry feen in the plain were his rear. This
opinion appeared the more plaufible, from the im-
pofiibility of feeing any appearance of an army ; a
thick fog hiding every thing, and did not difperfe till
paft eleven. His majefty ordered his artillery to play
on the cavalry in the plain, upon which it feveral
times altered its form, Sometimes it appeared nu-
merous ; fometimes drawn up chequer-ways ; fome-
times drawn up in three contiguous lines; fometimes
five or fix troops filed off to the left, and difappeared.
After the king had found that the battalions were
poflefied of the hollow, in the manner he had ordered
it, he thought, that the firft thing to be done, was
to drive back the enemy’s cavalry, which ftood in
the front, Accordingly he ordered twenty fquadrons
of horfe to charge them ; who, having formed them-
felves at the foot of the eminence, where the pruffian
infantry was pofted, charged and broke the auftrian
horfe. But, as the auftrians had placed behind their
cavalry in hollow places and ditches, a great body
of infantry, with feveral pieces of cannon, the pruf-
fian cavalry, through the brifknefs of their attack,
found themfelves expofed to the fire of this cannon
and infantry : which obliged them to return and form
again, under the protection of their own infantry and
cannon, and this without being purfued by the au-
ftrian cavalry. It was not till now, apprehended, by
his pruffian majefty, that the auftrians. were facing
him with their whole army. The king at that time
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was for placing his cavalry behind in a fecond lines
but before this order could be brought, his horfe,
prompted by their natural impetuofity, and a defire
of diftinguithing themfelves, charged a fecond time,
bore down all oppofiticn, pafled through the fame
flank fire, as at the firft charge, purfued the enemy
above 300 paces ; and, in the excefs of ardour, croffed
a ditch 10 feet wide. Beyond this ditch, at the di-
ftance of 300 paces was another ; behind which ap-
peared the auftrian infantry, drawn up in order of
battle. Immediately 60 pieces of cannon played upon
the pruffian horfe, which therefore repafied the ditch,
and returned to their infantry, at the foot of the
mountain, without being followed. The king thea
ordered his cavalry to poft themfelves behind the in-
fantry. About this time, the fire on the left wing
began to increafe. Marfhal Brown had fuccef-
fively brought on 20 battalions, who, pafling by
Lowofchutz, lined the banks of the Elbe, to fup-
port the pandours in the vineyards; and the ene-
my ufed all pofiible efforts to flank the left of the
pruffian infantry, the king perceived the neceflity
of fupporting it, and ordered the battalions of the
firft line to turn to the left; the battalions of the
fecond line filled up the intervals, which had been
occafioned by this motion ; fo that the cavalry formed
the fecond line, which fupported the infantry. At the
fame time the whole left of the infantry, march-
ing on gradually, wheeled about, and attacked the
town of Lowofchutz in flank, in {pite of the prodi-
gious fire of the enemy : the pruflian grenadiers fired
in through the doors and windows, and roofs of the
houfes, in the burning of which, the battalion of
Kleift and Bornftadt chiefly diftinguithed themfelves.
In this altion, though only the attack of a poft,
every pruffian foldier of the left wing fired ninety fhot.
They had no more powder nor ammunition for their
cannon ; notwithftanding which, the regiment of
Itzenblitz and Manteufel entered Lowofchutz, with
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‘their bayonets fixed, and drove before them nine
freth auftrian battalions, which marfhal Brown had_
juft pofted there. The battle concluded with a dif-
orderly flight of the auftrians, What hindered the
pruffian cavalry from taking advantage of it was,
firft, the broad ditch mentioned in defcribing the fe-
cond gallant attack made by them; and fecondly,
the mafterly difpofition of marfhal Brown, in tak-
ing all the left of his infantry, which had not been
attacked, to cover his broken troops which were fly-
ing in the utmoft confufion. In this order marfhal
Brown waited the approach of night to retreat. At
an hour after midnight he began his march towards
his camp at Budin, breaking down all his bridges
over the Egra. The next day, the prince of Bevern
was detached by the king of Pruffia, with a body of
8000 men to Schirkowitz, which was on their right ;
and from thence he fent out parties along the Egra,
to reconnoitre the pafles. The auftrian army amounted
to 60,000 before the battle, which lafted {feven hours,
during which, the cannonading was inceffant on both
fides. The lofs of the auftrians was computed at
about 7000 men killed or wounded ; 500 taken pri-
foners ; amongft whom was prince Lobkowitz, four
pieces of cannon, and three ftandards. The lofs of
the pruffians did not exceed 6 or 7000, among whom
was general Ludritz, an officer of great merit and
experience. The pruffian army encamped on the field
of battle, where it continued without moleftation,
foraging within cannon-fhot of the auftrian army.

On the 6th, his pruflian majefty received advice
that marfhal Brown had made a detachment, in which
was his own regiment ; and that thefe troops had moved
to Raudnitz, and were advancing towards Bohmifch-
leipe, in their way for Saxony, and confifted of about
6000 men. Although the weaknefs of this detach-
ment could caufe little apprehenfion, his majefty
thought that his army in Saxony, confifting only of
thirty fquadrons, might want a reinforcement of horfe;

! efpecially



( 15¢ )

efpecially if the faxons fhould attempt to force the
pafs of the Hellendorf, where the cavalry might be
ufefully employed, particularly in the plains of Pe-
terfwalde. Thefe confiderations determined the king
to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, fetting out
from Lowofchutz, on the 13th, with 15 fquadrons of
dragoons, he arrived at his other army, on the 14th
at noon.

The reader may now perceive that the battle of
Lowofchutz was not entirely decifive. For although
his pruffian majefty, in the account which he publithed
of this campaign, pretends, that his army in Bohe-
mia was intended merely to cover the blockade of
the faxon camp; yet we may perceive that his in-
tention, when he fet out for Bohemia, was, in cafe
he got a decifive victory, to march direétly to Prague,
to facilitate the conqueft of all that kingdom : every
impartial man, will, I believe, agree, that this mo-
narch, had he gained fuch a victory as I am fpeaking
of, would not have direétly marched back to his
army in Saxony ; his bufinefs would in every refpeét
have been more completely done, had he got poffeffion
of Prague and thereby been enabled to extend his win-
ter-quarters into the very heart of Bohemia. Butl
would not be thought from hence to derogate from
the real greatnefs of this victory, although difputed
by the auftrians, that his pruffian majefty gained it ;,
we may find by marfhal Brown’s inability to relieve.
the faxons, on which account he engaged the pruffian
army; and the advantage the viftor’s caufe received
from it, was very confiderable ; it was the firft attion,
of the war, and the foldiers looked on it as a good
omen of future fuccefs. His pruffian majefty in this,
victory found the happy effe@s of that exquifite difs
cipline to which he had inured his foldiers ; the fire
of the pruffian foldiers, as well as their artillery was,
fo extremely heavy and unintermitting, that it was
almoft impoffible for any troops to ftand unbroken,
befote it.

In
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In the mean time great changes happened in the
camp at Pirna, fince the 1oth of oltober. The fax-
ons had that day attempted to throw a bridge over
the river at Wilftead. The pruflians had there a re-
doubt, from whence a captain with 50 grenadiers
fired on the faxon’s boats. He took feven or eight
of them, and others he funk with their cannon; fo
that the defign of the faxons mifcarried. They now
altered their defign, and, feeing the difficulty of
tranfporting their boats on the Elbe, where they
had the fire of three pruffian redoubts to pafs, they
therefore loaded their pontoons on horfes, and carried
them thus by land to a place near Konigftein, op-

ofite to the village of Halbftadtel. This outlet of
their camp had excited the attention of the faxons,
as being the moft eafy, on account of the fuccours
they expefted from the auftrians. For the better
underftanding of this relation, it will be neceflary to
break here the thread of the narrative, in order to
defcribe the nature of the ground, which is known
to be the bafis of military difpofitions. The defcrip-
tion which I before gave of the poft of Pirna, has
fhewn its fituation to be very ftrong ; but with this
defe&, thatitis as difficult to come out of it as to
force it.  According to the fituation of the ground,
the faxons could attempt to force a paffage only by
Hermfdorf and Hellendorf. This would certainly
have been attended with great lofs, though there was
a probability of faving by this attempt a part, at leaft,
of their men. It cannot but be thought, that they
were entirely unacquainted with the fituation of
Halbftadt, Burgear{dorf Zeigenruck, Schandau, and
with the difpofition of the pruffians in thefe pofts.
The pruffian general Zefchwitz, with eleven battali-
ons and fifteen {quadrons, was pofted between Schan-
dau, and Wendifchefere ; and oppofite to him in the
villages of Mitteldorf and Altendorf, encamped mar-
fhal Brown with his detachment. Lefchwitz was

much ftronger than Brown. The impracticable fitu-
ation
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efpecially if the faxons thould attempt to force the
pafs of the Hellendorf, where the cavalry might be
ufefully employed, particularly in the plains of Pe.-
terfwalde. Thefe confiderations determined the king
to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, fetting oug
from Lowofchutz, on the 13th, with 15 fquadrons of
dragoons, he arrived at his other army, on the 14th
at noon. '

The reader may now perceive that the battle of
Lowofchutz was not entirely decifive. For although
his pruffian majefty, in the account which he publifhed
of this campaign, pretends, that his army in Bohe-
mia was intended merely to cover the blockade of
the faxon camp; yet we may perceive that his in-
tention, when he fet out for Bohemia, was, in cafe
he got a decifive victory, to march direétly to Prague,
to facilitate the conqueft of all that kingdom : every
impartial man, will, I believe, agree, that this mo-
narch, had he gained fuch a vi¢tory as I am {peaking
of, would not have diretly marched back to his
army in Saxony ; his bufinefs would in every refpect
have been more completely done, had he got pofieffion
of Prague and thereby been enabled to extend his win-
ter-quarters into the very heart of Bohemia. Butl
would not be thought from hence to derogate from
the real greatnefs of this vittory, although difputed
by the auftrians, that his pruflian majefty gained it ;
we may find by marfhal Brown’s inability to relieve.
the faxons, on which account he engaged the pruffian
army ; and the advantage the victor’s caufe received;
from it, was very confiderable ; it was the firft action,
of the war, and the foldiers looked on it as a good
omen of future fuccefs. His pruflian majefty in this,
victory found the happy effe@ts of that exquifite difs
cipline to which he had inured his foldiers ; the fire.
of the pruffian foldiers, as well as their artillery was,
fo extremely heavy and unintermitting, that it was
almoft impoffible for any troops to ftand unbroken,
before it. '

In
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In the mean time great changes happened in the
camp at Pirna, fince the 1oth of oltober. The fax-
ons had that day attempted to throw a bridge over
the river at Wilftead, The pruflians had there a re-
doubt, from whence a captain with 50 grenadiers
fired on the faxon’s boats. He took feven or eight
of them, and others he funk with their cannon; fo
that the defign of the faxons mifcarried. They now
altered their defign, and, feeing the difficulty of
tranfporting their boats on the Elbe, where they
had the fire of three pruffian redoubts to pafs, they
therefore loaded their pontoons on horfes, and carried
them thus by land to a place near Konigftein, op-
pofite to the village of Halbftadtel. This outlet of
their camp had excited the attention of the faxons,
as being the moft eafy, on account of the fuccours
they expetted from the auftrians. For the better
underftanding of this relation, it will be neceflary to
break here the thread of the narrative, in order to
defcribe the nature of the ground, which is known
to be the bafis of military difpofitions. The defcrip-
tion which 1 before gave of the poft of Pirna, has
thewn its fituation to be very flrong ; but with this
defe&, thatitis as difficult to come out of it as to
force it. According to the fituation of the ground,
the faxons could attempt to force a paffage only by
Hermfdorf and Hellendorf. This would certainly
have been attended with great lofs, though there was
a probability of faving by this attempta part, at leaft,
of their men, It cannot but be thought, that they
were entirely unacquainted with the fituation of
Halbftadt, Burgearfdorf Zeigenruck, Schandau, and
with the difpofition of the pruffians in ghefe pofts.
The pruffian general Zefchwitz, with eleven battali-
ons and fifteen {quadrons, was pofted between Schan-
~ dau, and Wendifchefere ; and oppofite to him in the
" villages of Mitteldorf and Altendorf, gncamped mar-
fhal] Brown with his detachment, : Lefchwitz was

much ftronger than Brown.. The impracticable fitu-
ation
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ation of thefe rotks hindered the auftrians from ad-
vancing to Bugerfdorf. Thiscould not be done with.
out a body double their number, or filing off, two
a-breaft, in fight of general Lefchwitz towards Al-
ftadt. Where the faxons intended to pafs, is a {mall
plain, in the center of which ftands Lilienftein, a fteep
mountain. On both fides of this rock, in the form
of a crefent, five battalions of grenadiers guarded
an impracticable barricade of felled trees. Behind
them at the diftance of 500 paces, two brigades
of foot were placed in the defile of Burger{dorf,
fupported by five fquadrons of dragoons ; and behind
this defile is Ziegenruck, a perpendicular rock, 6o
feet high, and which forms a femi-circle round thefe
difficule pofts, joining the Elbe, at its two extremi-
ties. From this inconvenient place, however, it was,
that on the 1rth the faxons began to form their
bridge. The pruffian officers, inftead of difturbing
them, {uffered them to finith it. The defcent from
Tirm{dorf, towards the Elbe, is tollerable practicable ;
but, after they had finithed their bridge, the great
difficuty remained of climbing up the rock, from
whence they could go only by one foot-path to Al-
ftadtel. It was on the 12th, in the evening, that
they began their march. Two battalions of grena-
diers, after infinite difficulty, got on the other fide.
On the 13th, this road was intirely deftroyed by the
continual rains ; fo that there was no poffibility of get-
ting their cannon from their entrenchments ; and ac~
cordingly they left them behind. This day their ca-
valry, their baggage, and their rear found themfelves
confufedly embarrafled, one being ftopped by ano-
ther. The difficulty of the paffage hindered the
march of their troops, the van could only file off one
by one, whilft the main bodyand the rear were obliged
to remain motionlefs on the fame place. On the 1 3th,
very early in the morning, prince Maurice of An-
halt received the firft advice of the retreat of the fax-
ons. 'The pruflion troops without delay, marched in

feven
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feven columns. It was with great labour they climbed
thofe rocks, during which,. however, they met with
no oppofition. Upon gaining the height, they form-
ed ; the pruffian huffars fell upon four faxon fqua-
drons, which compofed their rear-guard, and drove
them to their infantry, near Tirm{dorf. The pruf-
fian companies of hunters, lodging themfelves in a
wood, on the flank of thefe troops, extremely galled
them with their fire. At the fame time, prince Mau-
rice ordered the foot regiment of Pruffia to advance
on an eminence, to the right of the faxons ; andtwo
pieces of cannon being brought to play on their
rear guard, a general flight enfued. The huffars
threw themfelves on the baggage of the army, and
plundered it; and the hunters conveyed themfelves
into the woods, near the Elbe; from whence they
galled the rear guard in its retreat. The faxons now
Ioft all prefence of mind, and cut down their bridge,
which was carried away by the current to the poft of
Raden, where it was ftopped. The pruffian army
encamped on the eminence of Stuppen, its left join-
ing to the Elbe, and the right extending along a large
hollow way, terminating near Henner{fdorf. Such
were the fituations of the pruffian, auftrian and faxon
troops, when the king of Pruffia arrived on the 14th,
with his dragoons, at the camp at Struppen.

Marfhal Brown had arrived on the 11th, at Lich-
tenfdorf, near Schandau, and immediately acquainted
the faxons with his arrival, letting them know, that
he would ftay theve all the next day, but no longer ;
and, in the mean time, waited for the notice of a cer-
tain fignal, to begin the attack on the pruffian pofts,
which fignal was not given. The faxons werein a
cul de fac, or place, through which there was no
paflage, where it was impoffible for them to aé, and
they laboured under unfurmountable difficulties ; fo
that, though the king of Poland, who was at Ko-
nigftein, was ardent, for making an attack, his ge-
nerals convinced him of the utter impoffibility of ir.

Marfhal
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Marfhal Brown perceiving all the danger of the fitu:
ation he was then in; retreated on the 14th towards
Bohemia. Whereupon; a pruffian officer, with a body
of huffars fell upon the rear of the auftrians, con-
ﬁ[’cmg of 300 huffars, and 200 pandours; and, rout-
ing them, the hungarian infantry was put to the fword
This affair, which gave rife to {fo many debates and
reproaches among the auftrian and faxon generals, i§
very eafily decided ; the cafe was, that neither party
had a fufficient knowledge of the ground which the
faxons had pitched upon for their retreat, and to
which alone was owing the furfender of the faxon
army. The king of Poland, who was yet in the
caftle of Konigftein, feeing his army in fuch a fitua-
tion, that it could not force a paffage by the fword;
and without all hopes of provifions or fuccours, per-
mitted his troops to furrender themfelves prifoners of
war, Count Rutowfki was appointed to draw up the
capitulation *. The king of Pruffia made no diffi:
culty of reftoring the colours, ftandards, and kettle-
drums, which were carried to the king of Poland at
Konigftein. According to the capitulation the faxons
marched out of their camp. On the 16th, in the
morning, bread was fent to the foldiers, as foon
as the capitulation was agreed to. On the 17th
they paffed the Elbe, preceded by their general offi-
cers, ata place called Raden, where the pruffians had
a bridge of boats ; from thence they marchéd into
a plain in the neighbourhood, and after paffing be-

* His pruffian majefty’s anfwer to the sth article of capitulation,
15 conceived in thofe {pirited terms, which the prince was fo wont
to ufe. Rutowlki demanded that the life and grenadier guards
fhould be excepted in the capitulation ; to which his majefty an-
fwered, ¢ There is no exception to be made, becaufe it is known
¢ that the king of Polard did give orders for that patt of his troops
¢¢ which is in the faid kingdom to join the ruflians, and to march
«¢ for this purpofe to the frontiers of Silefia; and a man muft be a
« fool to let troops go which he holds faft, to fee them make head
¢ againft bim a fecond time, and to be obliged to take them prifo-
< ners again.”

tween
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tweén two battalions of pruffian guards, they wéré
teceived by two battalions of the prince of Pruffia’s
tegiment, drawn up on the right and left ; they there
formed a hollow fquare; and had the articles of war
read, and the miilitary oath adminiftered to them
As there was but one bridge laid over the river, and
the roads from the faxon camp were extremely bad 3
and as every regiment took the oath feparately, this
ceremony lafted all that day and the next. -The fol-
diers were all armed; and moft of them’ entered into
the fervice of his pruffian majefty, and the officers
were permitted on their parole, to go to their places
of refidence.

The whole faxon army confifted of 16,000 men,
3000 of which were horfé and dragoons. The fol-
diers were extremely well looking, robuit young men,
and had not fuffered for want of provifions during
the blockade of five weeks. But the cavalry was al-
moft ruined.

On the 18th, tHe king of Poland fet out for War-
faw. The troops of Pruffia were withdrawn from all
the places in this road ; and the fame regard {hewn to
his perfon, as crowned heads reciproeally obferve to-
wards each other, in the moft profound peace. The
queen of Poland, together with the royal family, con-
tinued in their capital ; and had the fame honours paid
them from their enemies that furrounded them, as
they were accuftomed to receive from their own fub-
,.6&5.‘

! It was expelted by many, that the king of Pruffia,
after gaining fuch an acceffion of ftrength, as the
faxon army, would again march into Bohemia, and
face marfhal Brown on a more equal footing than be-
fore. But that wife monarch, weighing the difadvan-
tages that might accrue to his army by hazarding a
winter’s campaign, in a country, where the {everity
of the weather is generally more deftrutive than the
moft defperate battle ; againft the advantages that
might be gained by a fecond viftory, at a feafon when

it
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it was impofiible to improve it, prudently refolved to
withdraw his army into quarters of cantonment, and
there to wait the motions of the enemy. Accord-
ingly, marfhal Keith was ordered to fend off the bag-
gage of his corps on the 21ft of O¢tober, the horfe
and heavy artillery on the 22d ; which was accordingly
executed.

His pruffian majefty left Struppen the 20th, ac-
companied with 10 battalions, to cover the retreat of
his bohemian army, and lay that night at Peterfwalde,
and the next at Lenai; on the 22d, in the morning
(leaving his battalions at Lenai) went to Lowofchutz,
but returned that night to Lenai. On the 23d, early
in the morning, the camp at Lowofchutz broke up;
they formed into twe columns, the firft commanded
by marfhal Keith, the fecond by the prince of Pruf-
fia. Marfhal Keith detached four battalions by the
banks of the Elbe, to guard the right of the army,
and, at the fame time, to pick up the detachments
placed along the river : they joined the army at Lenai.
The prince of Bevern commanded the rear guard,
which confifted of eight battalions, five fquadrons of
dragoons, and five of huffars. On the left of the
rear of the army, but at fome diftance, was pofted
part of the regiment of leithen huffars, to prevent
the auftrian irregulars from alting ; they lay that
night at Lenai, the 23d, where they refted the 24th
and 25th,

In the mean time, marfhal Brown could not well
penetrate into the defigns of his pruffian majefty ; but
thinking it probable, that he was making his difpo-
fitions for retreating, he fent a detachment of 3000
men, under general Haddick, with a defign to har-
rafs the rear of the pruffian army ; but he found his
pruffian majefty had made fo mafterly a difpofition,
that it was in vain to attack him. He accordingly
retired.

That monarch had occupied with his ten battalions
all the high grounds about Lenai, and his army con-

tinued
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tinved to retire in perfet fafety, his battalions ftill
marching on, and keeping pofeffion of the heights.
The army advanced on the 26th to Teutfch Neu-
dorff, encamped there, and the next day to Schoen-
walde, and re-entered Saxony on the zoth, where it
was cantoned between Pirna and the frontier along
the Elbe. General Zaftrow, with his brigade, was
pofted at Githiibel and Gottleube, where he was at-
tacked by the auftrian pandours; but they were re-
pulfed with lofs, and purfued beyond Peterfwalde;
after which, difheartened by the warm reception they
always met with, they no longer difturbed the ad-
vanced pofts of the pruffian army.

At the fame time the army at ILowofchutz
was quitting Bohemia, marfhal Schwerin was or-
dered to return into Silefla. He had pafled the
Elbe at Jaromitz: and, after procuring all the fo-
rage poffible, he marched towards Schalitz ; to which
place fome thoufands of hungarians followed him, a
body of his troops attacked them, and drove them as
far as Smirfitz , after which, he continued his march
unmolefted. On the 2d of november, he entered
the county of Glatz, and put his army into places of
cantonment.

His majefty the king of Pruflia, entered Drefden
in triumph, on the 211t of november, accompanied
by the princes of his houfe, and feveral general offi-
cers, on horfeback, followed by his regiment of life-
guards, and took his refidence at count Brihl’s
magnificent palace. He rode every day, and im-
mediately on his coming, examined the fortifica-
tions of the city, as well as the provifion and ammu-
nition, with which it was ftored : ten thoufand of his
troops were quartered in the city and the neighbour-
ing villages. The number of mouths this occafioned
to be at Drefden, enhanced the price of corn fo
much, thata bufhel of wheat coft five crowns. And
what enhanced this fcarcity was, a monopoly, one
fingle man having farmed all the mills in Saxony,

and
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and the bakers were all obliged to have their corn
ground at thefe mills ; and although three memorials
were prefented to his polifh majefty, requefting a re-
medy to fo great a grievance ; yet, fuch was the inat-
tention of that court to the good of its fubjets, ‘that
they rejected them, and the mills continued farmed.

The king of Pruflia, during his ftay at Drefden,
in order to keep off the enemy’s irregular troops
from making incurfions into Saxony, ordered ditches
to be made ten ells broad, and five deep; and by
laying trees acrofs, made a fort of barricade. His
majefty alfo ordered the fortifications of the city of
Drefden to be confiderably repaired and augmented,
and formed a very confiderable magazine there for the
ufe of his troops. That monarch alfo fent advice to.
the lords of the regency, at Leipfick, that they muft
prepare quarters for 6ooo pruflian foot, and a regi-
ment of horfe, who foon after made their appear-
ance in that city, to the great impoverifhment of the
inhabitants. His pruffian majefty this winter raifed
gooo men in the electorate of Saxony, to recruit his
forces with.

The reader cannot but ftop here one moment, to
pi¢ture to himfelf the difmal ftate of Saxony. With-
out a fovereign; and his pruflian majefty governing
the whole eleCtorate as abfolutely as he did in Bran-
denburg ; obliged to maintain, and even recruit an
army of near 100,000 men; befides the enormous
contributions every where demanded. It is true, the
feverity of the pruffian difcipline was fuch, that the
country fuffered lefs from them than they would
have done from any other army in the world ; but
then the hardthips which the poor peafants and burgh-
ers felt, were very terrible, from the licentious dif-
pofition of the conquering foldiers, which, though
difcipline greatly difcouraged, yet it could never per-
fectly {ubdue it.

In this general fcene of misfortunes, the only place
of tranquility was Drefden, where the queen of Po-

land
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land and her family ftill refided ; and though a paper
war continued at the Hague, and feveral other courts,
between the kings of Poland and Pruffia, yet nothing
was to be feen at Drefden, but the greateft politenefs
and complaifance. The king of Pruffia admiring a
very fine fet of pictures in the royal palace; her po-
lith majefty being informed of it, ordered them to be
immediately carried to that monarch. On the other
hand, nothing was wanting to alleviate the difagree-
ablenefs of her prefent fituation. The pruffian offi-
cers were always prefent at the operas and balls, in the
royal palace, which paved the way to feveral marriages
between them and her polith majefty’s maids of ho-
nour ; and his pruffian majefty, whenever any birth-
day in the royal family happened, always fent marfhal
Keith to compliment the queen in his name.

Marthal Brown, in the mean time, finding that he
had nothing more to fear from the pruffians this win-
ter, fent all his troops into winter quarters in Bohe-
mia, fixing the head quarters at Prague.

His pruflian majefty having feen every thing in
properorder, throughout his winter quarters in Saxony,
returned to Berlin, from whence he di¢tated many of
thofe memorials which were publithed, in anfwer to
thofe of his enemies, particularly of the houfe of
Auftria. His imperial majefty, in quality of head of
the empire, iffued a multitude of decrees againft his
pruffian majefty, fome addrefled to himfelf and others
to the empire: but all thefe threatening matters
were regarded in the moft contemptible light, by that
monarch,

What gave him much more uneafinefs, were the
great preparations carrying on in Ruffia ; the
czarina openly declared them to be defigned
againft the king of Pruffia, under the pretence of
fuccouring her allies, as fhe was bound by the treaty
to do: for this. purpofe, fhe made very confider-
able preparations, and that monarch was threatened
with having at leaft 100,000 men on his back from

M 2 that
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that quarter. The french alfo gave out, all over Eu-
rope, that they intended marching a formidable army
to the affiftance of their ally the emprefs queen; and
the preparations they made on the frontiers of France,
indicated fome great defign in hand.

To defend himfelf againft fo formidable a confe-
deracy, this great monarch was obliged to let hisown
prepartions for war keep pace with thofe of his ene-
mies. He made levies all over his dominions, that
his troops might bear fome equality in number to
thofe of his antagonifts. In fhort, he thowed, that
his refources encreafed in proportion, as his dangers
multiplied.

Such was the end of the firft campaign in Germany
glorioufly finithed on the part of his pruffian ma-
jefty.  He had difcovered the unjuft defigns of his
enemies, and he did as much as the greateft king
could have done, to prevent their execution. He
drove his enemy, the king of Poland, out of his he-
reditary dominions, and took pofieflion of them him-
felf, making his whole army prifoners of war. He
carried the war into countries belonging to the emprefs
queen, and gained a vi¢tory over her troops. In the
paper war which was carried on between his, and his
enemies minifters, at moft of the courts in Europe,
he was equally vi¢torious. In fhort, his pruffian ma-
Jefty appeared every where, and conqueft always for
his attendant.

I fhall conclude this chapter with fome account
of field marfhal Keith, fo often mentioned in it.
This great man was a native of Scotland, that
eountry having the henour of giving him birth
in 1696. He is defcended from one of its moft
antient and noble families. He was drawn into the
rebellion againft his majefty king George the Ift,
in 1715, and behaved with great refolution and
bravery, at the battle of Sherrifmuir. At the
fupprefiion of the rebellion, he went into France,
where he ftudied mathematics under the celebrated
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M: de Maupertius ; he alfo made himfelf perfe&t ma-
fter of the military part of geometry. From Paris
he fet out on his travels into Italy, Spain, Portugal,
and Switferland. On his return to that city, the czar
of Mufcovy, who was then at Paris, invited him to
enter into his fervice, which Mr, Keith then refufed.
He was a volunteer in the french army at the ftorming
the harbour of Vigo, in the year 1719, when he re-
ceived a dangerous wound. From Paris he went to
the court of Madrid, where, by the intereft of the
duke of Liria, he obtained a commifiion in the irith
brigade, then commanded by the duke of Ormond.
He accompanied the duke of Liria, in his embaffy
from the court of Spain, to Mufcovy, which intro-
duced him into the fervice of the czarina, who gave
hima commiffion of brigadier general, and foon after,
that of lieutenant general, and was invefted with the
order of the black eagle. 1In this quality he ferved
under count Munich againft the turks, commanding
a body of 8000 men, at the fiege of Oczakow, with
great reputation, and receiving a wound in the thigh,
for the cure of which he made a journey from Pe-
terfburgh to Paris ; as foon as he recovered he came
over to London, and was very well received by his
britannic majefty, who knew that he was forced into.
the rebellion, by a bigotted mother. On his return
into Ruffia, peace reigned for {ome time through that
empire ; but a war breaking aut between the ruffians
and fwedes, theycame to the battle of Wilmanftrand,
wherein the former got the victory, owing to the good
conduét of marfhal Lacy and general Keith. He af-.
terwards commanded an army of 30,000 men near
Peterfburg, when the amazing revolution in the ruf-
fian empire was brought about, which placed the
emprefs Elizabeth, daughter of Peter the grear, on the
throne of Ruffia. He alfo commanded an army
againft the fwedes, in the war which took place foon
after the revolution. On the conclufion of the peace
with Sweden, the emprefs fent him ambaflador to
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Stockholm ; and foon after created him field marfhal
in the ruffian armies. . But taking fome difguft to the
ruflian fervice, whofe pay is very {mall, he entered
into the fervice of his pruffian majefty, who received
him in the moft gracious manner, made him governor
of Berlin, and a field marfhal in the pruffian armies ;
enjoying a large revenue, and the moft gracious
treatment from the king of Pruffia. The firft occa-
fion for a difplay of his abilities, in the fervice of his
new mafter, was the invafion of Saxony by that mo-
narch : and of which I have juft been endeavouring
to prefent the reader with a clear and diftinét view,
His genius in the art of war, will appear more fully
in the fubfequent tranfactions.

CHAP.
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CHAP X

Affairs in England and France. Recapitulation of the
affairs of France. Rife and progrefs of fremch power,
Changes in the englifp minifiry.  Parliament meets,
King’s fpeech, and addrefles.  Board of enquiry on
Stuart, Cornwallis, and Effingbam.  French king ffab-
bed.  Meflage to the boufe of commons. Naval tranf-
aétions.  Affairs in the Eafl-Indies. Court martial on
Admiral Byng.  Its refolutions and fentence. The
members of it examined by the boufe of lords. The
admiral executed.  Reflefiions,

O part of hiftory is fo extremely difficult to
write, as that which prefents us with an account
of the tranfaltions performed in our own time. Itis
almoft impoffible entirely to difpel the cloud of ob-
fcurity which cover the motives, and fecret {prings
that occafion many remarkable events, An hiftorian
ought to be in the cabinet of princes, and at the
head of their armies ; yet, even with thefe advantages,
the prejudices of religion, and partiality towards his
own country, will be apt to taint the truth of his
narrations. In'fhort, fo many great and noble qua-
lities are requifite to adorn the mind of a complete
hittorian, that very few fince the creation of the world
have advanced near to the higheft pitch of hiftoric
excellence. But in the latter ages of the world, we
have never found that any one, who ventured into
that part of hiﬁory I jult mentioned, ever gained a
great reputation ; owing to the difficulty of judging
clearly on the ations of our cotemporaries. The
reader muft pardon this fhort digreffion. To re~
turn,
Hitherto the britifh nation had been engaged in an
unfluccefsful war ag"tinf’c France. The advantages
M 4 which



( 163 )

which the enemy had gained, were not of very great
confequence in themfelves; but as they brought a
reputation on their arms ; and yet more, as they funk
and deprefled the fpirits of their adverfaries. The
englith pined with difcontent, on their not being
victorious in a juft and neceflary war, The only
confolation they received, was from the eclat of
the king of Pruffia’s fuccefs; and the hopes of a
change in the englifh miniftry, and, confequently, of
one in the meafures of the nation. The difcontents
of the people ran very high throughout the kingdom :
they could not forget Minorca: one may perceive
how imbittered their minds were, by reading the ad-
drefies which were prefented to the king on that oc-
cafion, from moft of the boroughs and corporations
in England.
Bad {uccefs, in the beginning of a war, under fuch
a government as fubfifts in England, is the neceffary
confequence of a war. France, from the nature of
her government, conftantly keeps up a great force
both by land and fea; fo that, no fooner has the re-
folved on a war with any of her ncighbours, than
her forces are ready to march againft her enemies. In
England the cafe is quite different: let a war be ever
fo neceflary, a king of England can take no fteps to
profecute it, before its neceflity and confequences are
debated in parliament; and, even when they are ap-
proved of, the forces to carry on fuch a war are all
to be raifed, (a very few excepted) and difciplined ;
it is always fome time before fuch troops as thofe
can be brought to a clear knowledge of their manual
exercife ; without which, every one knows, they can
be of but little ufe ; and when they have acquired a
competent dexterity in that part of the art of war,
they are not then, by any means, on an equality with
veteran troops.
From thefe reafons it is very evident, that France
muft, almoft in the nature of things, have a great
advantage
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advantage over England, in the beginning of every
war : not only reafon, but the remembrance of paft
events will teach us this piece of political knowledge.
But it is neceffary for the clearer underftanding of
this work to take a view of the ftate of France at
this period.

The reader muft not here expeét to find this potent
kingdom confidered in the fame light, as it was dur-
ing the reign of her late monarch Lewis XIV, who
approached almoft as near to univerfal monarchy, ' as
the emperor Charles V did in Germany and Spain.
It was a general concatination of events that rendered
France fo extremely formidable.

That monarch fucceeded Lewis XIII in the throne,
in 1643, at a time when France was neither in a very
flourithing nor a very feeble ftate. Ann of Auftria
obtained the fole regency of the kingdom ; and made
cardinal Mazarine, her chief minifter, mafter of
France and of herfelf. He had obtained that power
over her, which an artful man will acquire over
a woman, born without ftrength f{ufficient to go-
vern, yet, with conftancy enough to perfift in her
choice *.

This minifter, who governed France with variety
of fuccefs, for 18 years, was formerly a mere adven-
turer, without any great pretences to family, credit
or fortune ; by birth a gentleman of Rome : his firit
patron was cardinal Sachetti ; then he became a cap-
tain of horfe; but being taken notice of by cardinal
:Antonio Barberrini, he laid afide the military, and
aflumed the ecclefiaftical habit. He was agent for
the french, at the peace of Cafal, and behaving with
courage and dexterity, recommended himfelf to car-
dinal Richelieu, who took him entirely into his con-
fidence, and procured him a hat from Rome, He

* Vide Voltaire’s Works.
had
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had a fine perfon, an eafy and infinuating addrefs, was
poflefied of all genteel accomplithments, had an air
of courtefy, and kindnefs, fpoke fenfibly of affairs of
importance, agreeably and pleafantly on all other to-
picks. In fhort, he was an able ftatefman, and a
finifhed courtier ; but as for religion, virtue, honour,
probity or regard for the people, they were (to fpeak
without envy or prejudice) things out of his way ; he
did not either pretend to them himfelf, nor was he
fufpeéted of having any acquaintance with them by
others.

On his death the adminiftration of affairs fell into
the hands of Tellier, Colbert, and de Lionne, who
had addrefs enough, by flattering their mafter, to keep
their pofts for a confiderable time. Colbert was comp-
troller general of the finances; a man of great parts,
and moft extenfive genius: the war which preceded
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, concluded in 1668,
was carried {uccefsfully through the abilities and ad-
vice of this minifter ; who always kept the revenues
of France in moft excellent order: by that treaty
France gained feveral important towns in Flanders.
But the greatnefs of Colbert’s genius is beft feen in
the great encouragement he gave to trade and manu-
factures ; it was through his management, that France
became a maritime power. It was really aftonithing
to behold the fea-ports, which before were deferted
and in ruins, now furrounded by works which were
at once both their ornament and their defence ; cover-
ed alfo with fhips and mariners, and containing al-
ready near fixty large men of war. New colonies un-
der the protection of the french flag, were fent from
all parts into America, the Eaft-Indies, and the coafts
of Africa. Thele were the great effefts of that able
minifter’s adminiftration, more for the advantage
and glory of France than all the founding conquefts
of Lewis XIV. ’

But
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But the affairs of that nation took a very fatal change,
in the war that monarch went into to {upport his
grandfon on the throne of Spain. His able minifters,
who had formerly conduéted his affairs with {o much
glory, were now all dead, and in their room none
were placed but youths of no experience: Condé,
Luxemburg, and Turenne, no longer commanded
the armies of France; military difcipline, the very
foul of armies, was utterly neglected ; the marine
was ruined, and all trade was ataftand. The peace
of Utrecht faved the nation from entire deftruction.

During the regency of the duke of Orleans, France
recovered herfelf confiderably ; ‘that prince’s admini-
ftration was certainly the beft calculated for the inte-
reft of the kingdom, of any he could poflibly purfue ;
and his plan for foreign affairs was the beft laid, and
belt conduéted, that the french had ever feen. He
found the kingdom burdened with an immenfe na-
tional debt, by fome calculated to be near three
hundred millions fterling : every one knows the rife
and progrefs of the famous Miflifippi fcheme, by
which the nation annihilated fo many millions. As
deftructive as {uch a {cheme might be to individuals,
yet the nation in general gained confiderably by it
and from that period, we find France continually re-
gaining her credit, commerce, and power. At the
beginning of the war of 1741, fhe was again much
too powerful for the repofe of Europe; by fea indeed,
that power was not fo formidable as it was by land 5
fince it is very certain, at the beginning of it, the
whole naval power of France did not confift of quite
forty thips of war of all fizes, which, though it be
very f(hort of what it was at the opening of the pre-
fent century, yet is much fuperior to any force the
french had of that nature, before the reign of Lewis
XIV. And the commerce of France, though it was
much inferior to what it had been, was yet certainly

very
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very confiderable ; for France loft by that war, in itg
trade, two hundred millions of their money, which
makes above nine millions thre¢ hundred thoufand
pounds of ours: by which we may perceive, that
their trade was arrived at a furprifing height; bue
then we alfo find that it was reduced by that war to
nothing.

After the conelufion of the peace, the french mi-
niftry continued to load the kingdom with exorbitant
taxes, to pay thofe debts they had contralted during
the war ; but the miferable condition of the nation
at that time, was fuch, that they could not afford fo
large a part of their property, as was neceflary to
difcharge them ; fo that France at the commence-
ment of the late war was burdened with very near
the {ame debts, as fhe was at the conclufion of the
preceding one.

With England the cafe wasdifferent. This nation
indeed, was burthened with a very heavy national
debt ; but then fthe enjoyed a more extenfive and
flourithing commerce than France, and her naval
power infinitely exceeded that of her enemy. Yet
thefe advantages we find were ballanced at the be-
ginning of the war, by the advantages which the go-
vernment of France hasover a limited one in military
proceedings. This was the cale in the war of which
I am fpeaking; hitherto, very indifferent fuccefs had
crowned the attempts of the britith nation; Europe,
Afia, and America, were equally the unfuccefsful the~
atres of our military affairs.

This bad fuccefs, although it depended in part on
the natural confequences of the war, yet the miniftry
then at the helm of affairs in this kingdom, certainly
did not thew thofe abilities, and refolution, that were
neceflary to carry on fo great an undertaking as a war
with France. In England a minifter always makes a
very bad figure at the eve of a war. Itis the nature
of our conflitution, to have an oppofition to every

minifter’s
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minifter’s meafures, carried on in parliament : this
ran extremely high at the beginning of this war;
ever fince the lofs of Minorca, which refleCted fo
much difgrace on the britifh nation, the kingdom in
general wifhed ardently for a change, both of mini-
fters and meafures.

The effeéts of this general difcontent were foon
perceived ; for we find, that in the beginning of no-
vember, his majefty was pleafed to make the follow-
ing alterations in the miniftry ; the duke of Devon-
thire was made firft lord commiffioner of the treafury,
in the room of the duke of Newcaftle, who was cre-
ated a duke of Great Britain by the title of the duke
of Newecaftle under Lyne, in the county of Stafford.
The other commiffioners were, the right hon. Henry
Legge, Robert Nugent, efq. the lord vifcount Dun-
cannon, and the hon. James Grenville. The right
hon. Henry Legge, was alfo appointed chancellor and
under treafurer of the Exchequer. The right hon.
the earl of Ilchefter, and James Creffert, efg. were
made comptrollers of the accounts of his majefty’s
army. The new commiffioners of the admiralty
were Richard earl of Temple, the hon. Edward Bof-
cawen, Temple Weft, and John Pitt, efqrs. George
Hay, L.L.D. Thomas Orby Hunter, and Gilbert
Elliot, efgrs. The right hon. George Grenville, was
made treafurer of his majefty’s navy. Earl Temple,
lord Mansfield, John viicount Bateman (treafurer of
his majefty’s houfhold) and Richard Edgecombe,
efq. (comptroller of his majefty’s houfhold) were
fworn of the privy council.  John lord Berkeley
was made captain of his majefty’s band of penfioners.
The right hon. Wills Hill, ear]l of Hilfborough, in
Ireland, was created a baron of Great Britain, by
the title of lord Harwich. Sir George Lyttleton was
created Baron Liyttleton. The 4th of december fol-
lowing, his majefty appointed the right hon. Wil-
liam Pitt, to be one of his majefty’s principal fe-

cretaries
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cretaries of ftate, in the room of the right hon:
Henry Fox, who refigned. 'This principal, amongft
the party who were now puthed out of the miniftry,
finding the current run fo ftrong againft him, thought
it prudent to refign, with hopes that he might have
an opportunity to regain his power, and eftablith him-
felf more firmly in his loft {eat.

Private adventurers by fea, met with more general
fuccefs in their undertakings than the royal {quadrons.
That of the antigallican privateer in particular; it
was fitted out by the fociety of antigallicans; it was
tormerly the Flamborough man of war, then a mer-
chant’s veffel, and afterwards the antigallican priva-
teer; fhe mounted 28 guns, and carried 208 men;
was commanded by captain William Fofter. She
failed from Deptford the 17th of feptember. About
100 leagues weft of Lifbon, the met with the Ma-
ria Therefa, a french fhip from the Weft-Indies,
mounting 14 carriage guns, and carrying 30 men;
after a brifk engagement for a quarter of an hour the
ftruck, and was valued at upwards of 20,000l A
little further fouth, the antigallican took a fhow, of
180 tons, from Bourdeaux, laden with wine, bale
goods, pitch, and diftilled waters, valued at near
15,0001. A little north eaft of Madeira, fhe was
chafed by two french men of war, but efcaped by
means of a calm.

They next cruifed off the coaft of Galicia in Spain;
and on the 26th of december in the morning, dif-
covered afail ; they gave chace under fpanifh colours;
at 12 got within gun-fhot, when the fired a gun,
upon which the antigallican took down fpanifh and
hung up englith colours, on which the enemy gave
them a broad-{ide, and killed three men, but had no
return till the englith captain was clofe along-fide,
where he engaged till three, when fhe ftruck. She
proved to be the duke de Penthievre Eaft-India man,
bound laft from Madagafcar, and commanded by

captain



( 175 )

captain Villeneuf, was upwards of 1000 tons bur-
then, mounting 50 guns; the french captain and 12
men were killed, the {econd captain fhot through the
fhoulder, and 27 more were wounded. Capt. Fofter
loft 12 men and 26 wounded. The captain proceeded
for Cadiz, where he met with very dilagreeable
treatment, for the fpaniards in the french intereft,
together with the french confuls infifted that the
duke de Penthievre was taken within gun-fhot of the
coaft of Spain; the truth of this did not appear al-
together fo clear; butif it was fo, the behaviour of
the {paniards ‘in the affair was unprecedented, and
contrary to the laws of nations: arupture with Spain
at that time, would have been of very bad confe-
quence; fo the reftitution of the prize was agreed
to by the englifh minittry.

Such was the iffue of an affair which made much
noife, and occafioned very juft obfervations on the
partiality of the {paniards to our enemies the french;
which fome were pleafed to attribute to the dithonour
which the nation fuftained in the lofs of Minorcas;
and that certainly with fome reafon ; for the fpaniards
were the firft nation who expofed their furprife at fo
ftrange an affair as the conqueft of Minorca: It ap-
peared very ftrange in their eyes, that the molt pow-
erful maritime nation in the world, fhould fuffer {o
ignominious a lofs. Even at this day, it is not
clearly proved, whether the indiaman was a lawful
prize or not; but thus far we may affirm with certain-
ty, that the irregularity with which the fpaniards
conduéted, or rather obfcured the tranfactions in this
affair, was illegal, and fully proved how partially they
atted towards the french.

But it is now time to give the reader fome account
of the proceedings in parliament, for we maft look
into them to perceive the important {prings that move
the great machine of the britifh power. That au-
guft affembly met on the 2d of december, when his

majefty
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majefty came with the ufual ftate, and made a méft
gracious fpeech to both houfes ; and received as dy.
tiful and affectionate addreffes.

His majefty mentioned his having fent the hano-
verian troops home, and in the lords addrefs he was
thanked for bringing them over; but it occaficned a
warm debate in the houfe; however, as his majefty
had fent for them at the requeft of his parliament,
the thanks were at laft agreed to by the majority of
the houfe. But in the addrefs of the commons, no
fuch paragraph of thanks appeared.

In purfuance of what was mentioned concerning
them, in his majefty’s - fpeech, we find that the ha-
noverians were fent home; and in that manner ended
part of a meafure which refleted fo much dithonour
on the nation; and will always be remembered in
the annals of Britain with regret. But it was not
yet thought feafonable to part with the heflians, They
were ordered into winter quarters.

Indeed there was nothing in England at this time
but wore a gloomy appearance. It is a very great
prefumption, that the affairs of a nation does not go
well, when there are many court martials and boards
of enquiry; this was the cafe in the beginning of
this war in England. His majefty by a warrant dated
november the 22d, diretted fir John Ligonier, ge-
neral Hufke, and general Cholmondeley to enquire
into the conduét of major general Stuart, and the
colonels Cornwallis, and the earl of Effingham. The
charge againft them, was their not joining their re-
fpeétive commands in the ifland of Minorca. The
board met december the 8th, and were alfo to en-
quire, whether they had ufed their utmoft endeavour
to throw themfelves into fort St. Philip’s ; and why,
being only paffengers, they affifted at the fea council
of war, which advifed Mr. Byng to return immedi-
ately to Gibraltar.

The
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The three officers made much the fame defence ;
they proved that it was not in their power to be at
Minorca before Mr. Byncr s fleet, and that they could
hot throw themfelves into that ifland ; that as to their
affifting at the council of war, they fuppofed them-
felves under the command of the admiral ; and affift-
ed, as they thought they were bound to co-operate
with the fea officers, to the utmoft of their power,
for the advancement of his majefty’s fervice. ~Gene-
ral Cornwallis added verbally, “ May I be permitted
¢ to fay, that I have been now upwards of 26
¢ years in his majefty’s fervice, and employed in
¢ more {ervice, and greater variety, perhaps, than
¢ any officer of my years and ftanding in the army ;
« that it has been my good fortune, during the
¢ courfe of my fervice, never to have had a repri-
“ mand, or even a rebuke, from any fuperior officer ;
® and, that I have had the honour to ferve under
¢ the feveral general officers. app .nted for this en-
“ quiry; 1 flatter mylelf they will bear teftimony of
“ my zeal for, and forwardnefs in, the king’s fervice
< upon all occalions.” On the whole, the board
humbly fubmitted it to his majefty, as their unani-
mous opinion, that the conduct of the faid major
general and colonels was clear from any fufpicion of
difobedience of orders, or neglect of duty.

In France, the winter was {pent in the ufual pre-
parations for war ; but every thing was fuddenly
ftopped on the 6th of january, by one of the moft
defperate attempts recorded in hiftory. As the king
was going from Trianon to Verfailles, to vifit ma-
dam de Vifoire ; about fix in the evening, as his
majefty was juft ftepping into his coach, to returnto
Trianon, a man, who had concealed himfelf between
the hind wheels, ruthed forward, with his hat on,
made his way to the king’s perfon through the guards
(one of whom he fhoved againlt the dauphin) and

firuck his majefty on the right fide, of which how-
N ever,
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ever, he only complamed by faying, ¢ That marn
o has given me a violent blow, he mu{‘c be either
« mad or drunk.” But having perceived that his
hand which he clapped to his fide, was bloody, he
faid, « I am wounded ; feize that fellow but don’t
¢ kill him. His majefty was immediately carried to
his apartment. 'The wound, (which from the firft
was not thought dangerous) was given with a fharp
pointed knife, which glanced upwards between the
tourth and fifth rib, but was not of any confiderable
depth; and at the firft drefling, it was even judged
that the cure would be fpeedy. That night the king
{lept an hour and a quarter, and every day recovered
more and more. The day after the king received the
wound, the dauphin was charged with the admini-
firation of the kingdom, and preﬁded in the council
of ftate during the king’s illnefs. The next day, all
the prefidents and counfellors of the parliament,
aiTembled and deliberated on the event; and in the

evening they carried to Verfailles the deliberation.
The wretch, Robert Francis Damien (for that was
his name) was born in 1414, at Arras; in 1738 he
married, and had a daughter by that marriage. His
brother was 1mmed1atcly taken into cuftody. His
father was ftill living, in the 85th year of his age.
‘The procefs againft him was begun at Verfailles, and
the conclufion of it was, that his father, wife and
daughter, thould quit the kingdom for ever; . but as
for himfelf, humanity won’t permit.me to recite
the barbarous fhocking cruelties which were made ufe
of at his execution, to torture a poor wretch, who

plainly appeared, by his trial, to be mad.

he preparations which were making by France,
convinced the britifh miniftry, that the war England
was engaged in, would prove a continental ~one.
The french were dr awing their troops together from
all parts, into two camps on the frontiers of Flanders,
which {eemed, by their fituation, to contain armies de-
ftined
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ftined to a& in Germany. Indeed it was believed,

in all the courts of Europe, that France would, early
in the {pring, march an army into the eleorate of
Hanover, to mvolve an innocent people into the hor-
rors of a bloody war, becaufe their fovereign was
king of England. In faé, this defign of the french
was fo much regarded in England as to occafion the
following meflage being fent by his majefty, by Mr.
fecretary Pitt, to the houfe of commons, the 17th of
february, 1757, viz.

< George R.

It is always with reluctance that his majefty afks
any extraordinary fupplies of his people; but as the
united councils and formidable preparations of France,
and her allies, threaten, with the moft alarmiag con-
fequences, Europe in general ; and as thefe moft un-
jult and vindi&ive defigns are particularly and imme-
diately bent againft his majefty’s electoral dominions,
and thofe of his good ally the king of Pruffia; his
majefty confides in the experienced Zeal and affetion
of his faithful commons, that they will chearfully
affift him, in forming and maintaining an army of
obfervation, for the Juf’c and necef fary defence and
p1efervat10n thereof ; and enable his majefty to fulfil
his engagements with the king of Pruffia, for the
{ecurity of the empire, againft “the irruption of fo-
reign armies, and for the fupport of the common
caule.

G. R”

This meffage was referred to the committee of
fupply ; and on the 21ft it was refolved to grant his
majefty 200,0001. for the purpofes therein mentioned
in it.  Let us for a moment enquire into the utility
of this meafure; and we fhall find, for all what fome
pretended politicians are pleafed to tell us to the con-
trary, that it was aneceflary one ; we might be very

N2 {ure,
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ever, he only complamed by faying, ¢ That man
¢« has given me a violent blow, he muft be either
« mad or drunk.” But having perceived that his
hand which' he clapped to his fide, was tloody, he
faid, ¢ I am wounded; feize that fellow but don’t
« kill him. His majeﬁy was immediately carried to
his apartment. “The wound, (which from the firft
was not thought dancerous) was given with a fharp
pointed kmfe which glanced upwards between the
fourth and fifth rib, but was not of any confiderable
depth; and at the firft drefling, it was even judged
that the cure would be fpeedy. That night the king
flept an hour and a quarter, and every day recovered
more and more. The day after the king received the
wound, the dauphin was charged with the admini-
ftration of the kingdom, and prefided in the council
of ftate during the king’s illnefs. The next day, all
the vrefidents and counfellors of the parliament,
afTembled and deliberated on the event; and in the
evening they carried to Verfailles the deliberation.
The wretch, Robert Francis Damien (for that was
his name) was born in 1714, at Arras; in 1738 he
married, and had a daughter by that marriage. His
brother was lmmedxatcly taken into cu{’cody His
father was ftill living, in the 85th year of his age.
'T'ke procefs againft him was begun at Verfailles, and
the conclufion of it was, that his father, wife and
daughter, thould quit the kingdom for ever;.but as
for himfelf, humanity won’t permit.me to recite
the barbarous fhocking cruelties which were made ufe
-of at his execution, to torture a poor wretch, who
plainly appeared, by his trial, to be mad.
he preparations which were making by France,
convinced the britith miniftry, that the war England
was engaged in, would prove a continental one.
The french were drawing their troops together from
all parts, into two camps on the frontiers of Flanders,
which feemed, by their fituation, to contain armies de(i
ftine
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ﬁmed to. a&t in Germany. Indeed it was believed,

in all the courts of Europe, that France would, early
in the {pring, march an army into the eletorate of
Hanover, to involve an innocent people into the hor-
rors of a bloody war, becaufe their fovereign was
king of England. In fac, this defign of the french
was fo much regarded in England as to occafion the
following meffaoe being fent by his majefty, by Mr.

{ecretary Pitt, to the houfe of commons, the 17thof
february, 1757, viz.

~ * George R.

Itis always with reluctance that his ma jefty afks
any extraordinary {upplics of his people but as the
united councils and formidable preparations of France,
and her allies, threaten, with the moft alarming con-
fequences, Eulope in ceneral and as thefe moft un-
jutt and vindictive dcﬁgns are particularly and 1mme-
diately bent againft his majefty’s electoral dominions,
and thofe of his good ally the king of Pruffia; his
majefty confides in the experienced Zeal and affe@tion
of his faithful commons, that they will chearfully
affift him, in forming and maintaining an army of
obfervation, for the juft and neceffary defence and
prefervation thereof ; and enable his majefty to fuifil
his engagements with the king of Pruffia, for the
fecurity of the empire, againft the irruption of fo-
reign armies, and for the fupport of the common
caufe.

G. R”

This meffage was referred to the committee of
fupply 5 and on the 21ft it was refolved to grant his
majefty 200,0001. for the purpofes therein mentioned
in it. Let us for a moment enquire into the utility
of this meafure; and we fhall find, for all what.fome.
pretended polmcmns are pleafed to tell us to the,con-
trary, that it wasaneceflary one ; we might be.very
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fure, when firft the britifh niiniftry feized the thips of
France, that that nation would revenge itfelf by at-
tacking Hanover, and it certainly was confonant with
laws, human and divine, to refolve to deferid it, con-
{idering the unhappy hanoverians were forced into &
deftructive war, on our account, without having more
to do with the troubles then in Europe than the in-
habitants of Lapland ; and, as the meafure was juft
and neceffary, it'was alfo neceflary to form an army
of obfervation, for that purpofe. His royal highnefs
the duke of Cumberland was appointed by his ma-
jefty for that command ; he embarked at Harwich
the gth of april, in his way to Hanover, where he
arrived fafe : and where I fhall leave him till I come
to give an account of the operations of the troops under
his command.

The naval affairs of England at this period, were
not of great eclat, The french were extremely bufy
in fitting out two great fleets at Breft, and port I'Ori-
ent; the englith miniftry had taken care to have a
fuperior one lying off Breft harbour, under the com-
mand of fir Edward Hawke, who, in that ftation, fuc-
ceeded Mr. Bofcawen, and had difpatched admiral
Weft with 11 fail of theline on a cruife to the weft-
ward : But all thefe precautions did not hinder a french
{quadron getting out of Breft, and the other likewife
from port I’Orient. The one convoyed troops for
the weft, and the other fet fail for the Eaft-Indies,
The former was under the command of M. de Beau-
fremont, and confifted of fixteen fail of the line, and
five frigates, carrying between 5 and 6000 men on
board. Another french fquadron, under the com-
mand of M. de Reveft, a trench admiral, alfo failed
from Toulon for America ; admiral Saunders was then
at Gibraltar, with an englith one; and was informed
that the french appeared off Malaga, upon which he
went, with five fhips, in purfuit of them ; the sthof
april he faw the french, and, being to leeward, formed a

kine,
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fine, as did the enemy, and fome of the fhips began
to engage at a diftance ; but before the reft got up,
they loft fight of the french, and could meet with
them no more: what was peculiarly unfortunate was,
Mr. Saunders’s not being able to prevent Reveft paff-
ing the Streights, which he did, in his way to America.
The englith Weft-India fleet, under admiral Town-
fhend, at this time, confifted of four thipsof the line
and three frigates : it was very furprifing that the
britith miniftry had not fent a greater force to that
ftation, efpcially as there were fo many french {qua-
drons ready to fail.

In the Eaft-Indies a much brighter fuccefs at-
tended the britith arms. Mr. Watlon, the englith
admiral, who commanded in the Eaft-Indies, failed
from Madrafs, on the 16th of oftober, with three
fail of the line and fome frigates, for Bengal, and
after a tedious voyage arrived, december the sth,
at the pott of Balafore, in the kingdom of Bengal,
where ftrengthening his force with what recruits he
could draw together, he entered the Ganges, and®
after a fhort refiftence, on the zoth of january,
made himfelf mafter of Bufbudgia, having landed
colonel Clive to attack it by land: the conqueft
of this fort opened a paffage to Calcutta, the late
principal fettlement of the company in Bengal, and
the fcene of the deplorable fufferings of fo many of
our unfortunate countrymen, The troops and failors,
at the very fight of the place, were animated with re-
venge, and attacked it with fo much bravery, that
they became mafters of it the very day it was ap-
proached, and found in it four mortars, g1 guns of
different fizes, and a confiderable quantity of all kinds
of ammunition. In a few days afterwards, they burnt
and deftroyed the city of Hughley, together with the
granaries and f{tore-houfes of falt, fituated on the
banks of each fide the river, which was. of great pre-

Judice to the nabob’s army.
N3 The.
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The nabob, in the mean time, finding how victorioug
the encrhfh arms were, wheh oppofed only by garri-
fons of indians, marched down, on the 2d of february,
1757, with- his whole army, confifting of 10,000
horfe and 12,000 foot, with a defign to drive the

englifh from their late conquetts. Col Clive imme-
diately demanded of the admiral a detachment of
failors, to come to the affiftance of the land forces;

accordingly the admiral detached capt. Warwick w1th
a party. On receiving this reinforcemet, the colonel
determined to attack the nabob in his camp, although
he was fo much fuperior to him in numbers. On
the 5th, he put this bold defign in execution; the
vitory was complete, the nabob being obliged to
quit the field of battle, fince none of his troops
could ftand againft the defperate bravery of their
enemies.

The confequence of this battle was, that the nabob
made propofalsof peace tocol. Clive, which wereagreed
to. By this treaty the englith Eaft-India company
were re-eftablifhed in the poﬁ’eﬁion of all its fettle-
ments and pr1v1leges, an immunity from all taxes
was granted, and a reftitution promifed of all that
the company had fuffered at the taking of Calcutta.

The war with the indians being thus for a while
concluded, the admiral thought he could not better
employ his forces than by attacking the fettlement of
‘the french at Chandernagore, fituated feveral miles
higher up the river than Calcutta, being a place of
conﬁderable ftrength and i importance, and one of the
greateft which the french had in that partof the Eaft-
Indies. Col. Clive, for this expedition, put himfelf
at the head of 700 europeans, and 1700 blacks, and
the admirals Watfon and Pocock commanded the
fleet, which was to fecond the operations of the land
forces, To prevent an attack from fhipping, the
french funk feveral large, veffels in the river; but
this intended precaution was of no fervice, for Mr.

‘Watlon
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‘Watfon having diligently founded the river, found a
fafe paffage, without weighing up any of the fhips; fo
that on the 24th he failed up, and fired {o brifkly on
the place, the fame being done from .col. Clive’s bat-
teries ‘on the fhore, that it capitulated in three hours.
They had in the fort 1200 men, 500 of which were
europeans, and 70e blacks; 183 pieces of cannon,
‘from 24 pounders and downwards ; three fmall mor-
tars, and a confiderable quantity of ammunition.
This great fuccefs paved the way for more confider-
able operations. The englith had found that the na-
bob, although he had figned a peace with them, was
not to'be trufted ; and would break it on the firft good
opportunity. Mr. Watfon and col Clive having re-
eftablithed the Eaft-India company in their pofieflions,
and things being quiet, confulted the moft confider-
able of their body which were the wifeft meafures to
be putin execution againft the nabob, fo as to enfure
themfelves in fafety. That prince had thewn his bad
intentions, by not executing the late treaty, on fri-
volous pretences. It was refolved, that the moft ex-
pedient manner of bringing him to reafon, was by
force of arms; accordingly they prepared to attack
him, a fcheme full of the moft dangerous difficul-
ties ; but thefe were in great part removed, by a
moft fortunate incident, which they had not the leaft
reafon to expeét, when they took the refolution to at-
tack him. T
The nabob, as I have more fully faid before, was
one of the moft horrid tyrants that ever affliGted any
nation ; his fubjelts, as well as his enemies, had ex-
perienced the violence and perfidy of his temper ; they
were all difcontented with his government, particu-
larly the moft confiderable officers in his army, who
had entered into a confpiracy againft him, at the head
of which was Jaffier Ali Cawn, a man of great power
and intereft. No fooner were their defigns ripe for
¢xecution, than they communicated them to the eng-
N4 lith
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lith government in Calcutta, defiring their afift
ance. Nothing could better agree with "their de-
figns; they were too weak to encounter alone, al-
thouch the fpirit of their leaders had overlooked the
numbers of their enemies; but being aided by this
confpiracy, they did not doubt of punithing the na-
bob, in fuch a manner as his perfidy deferved. * They
did not hefitate a moment, but entered into a treat
with Jaffier Ali Cawn, and the reft of the confplra-
tors ; and in confequence of that action, the englifh
troops marched under colonel Clive. That none of the
landmen might be kept at home, the admiral garri-
foned Chandernagore with his faﬂors, and moreover.
detached 50 of them to join the army, to ferve as
gunners, All thefe fteps being taken, in order to
enfure fuccefs in their attempt, they advanced up
the river, with defign to bring the nabob’s army to 3
battle ; they effected this i ina few days, and the vi¢tory
was decxded in favour of the englifh, bemg fought,
on the the 22d of june. A conﬁderable part of the
nabob’s army, under the command of Jaffier, re-
mained inactive during the engagement; and the na-
bob finding himfelf deferted by his own officers, fled
with the few that refnained faithful to him, leaving
the field of battle to his enemics. The battle was
no fooner over, than Jaffier Ali Cawn openly declared
himfelf, and entered Muxadavat, the capital of the
kingdom, with an army of his friends, and victori-
ous allies. By the affiftance of col. Clive, he placed
himfelf in the ancient feat of the nabob’s, and re-
ceived the homage of all ranks of people, as fuba
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa: he foon after put to
death the depofed nabob. '
By the alliance which colonel Clive concluded
with Jaffier, and by the redution of Chanderna-
gore, the french were entirely driven out of Bengal,
and all its dependencies, this being one of the artx-
cles of the treaty. By the reft a perpetual alli-
ance,
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ange, offenfive and defenfive, was made between the
parties, the territories of the company were enlarged,

and upwards of 2,000,000 fterling was ftipulated to
be paid, as an mdemmﬁcatlon to the Eaft- India com-
pany, and the fufferers in’ the taking of Calcutta.

The new nabob, through gratitude to thofe who had
placed him in his throne, gave, befides the above
large f{ums, about 600,0001. as a gratuity to the
fea fquadron and troops.

In this wonderful manner was the englith fuccefsful
in the Eaft-Indies. In thirteen days they effefted fo
great a revolutlon, with fuch an inconfiderable num-
ber of troops, giving away a kingdom near as  big as
France, -a kingdam miore fertile, more popu]ous, and
infinitely’ more rich. All this was the'refult of that

rudence, condud, and courage, with which the ad-
miral and colonel, feconded by theintrepidity of their
men, formed and executed fuch noble and daring

rojects. Indeed, the joy of the nation, on hearmg
Fhefe fignal fuccefles, was much damped by the death
of admiral Watfon, who loft his life by the unwhole-
fomenefs of the climate, havmcr gamed a great and
lafting reputation.

In England, the face of affairs had not fuch a
brlght afpect, The nation, at this time, was entirely
held in fufpence, about the fate of Mr. Byng. By
his majefty’s command, fignified to the commiffioners
of the admiralty, that unfortunate admiral was brought
before a court martial, which met on the 28th of de~
cember, 1756, on board the St. George fhi
Portfmouth harbour, and confifted of the followmor
members :

Thomas Smith, efq. vice-admiral of the red,
Brancis Holbourne, e{g. rear-admiral of the red
Harry Norris, efq. rear-admiral of the white,
Thomas Broderick, efq. rear-admiral of the blue.

Captain
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Captain Charles Holmes,
Captain William Boys,
Captain John Simcoe,
Captain John Bentley,
Captain Peter Denis,
Captain Francis Geary,
Captain John Moore,
Captain James Douglafs,
Hon. Auguftus Keppel.

The admiral’s inftru&ions, letters, and other ne.
ceflary papers being read to the court, they proceeded
toexamine their witnefles. Thefe examinations would
be tedious to the reader ; and befides, every paragraph
fo abounds with naval terms, underftood only by
fea officers, that not one man in twenty would be
able to underftand a {yllable of it; for which reafon,
I fhall only give the fubftance of the refolutions of
the court martial, and make fuch remarks upon
them, in particular, and on the fentence in general,
as will enable the reader to form fome judgment on
an affair, concerning which, opinions are at this day
divided.

The 26th of january it was found, that the court
had come on the three preceding days to the follow-
ing refolutions, viz. ,

1. It does not appear the admiral made any unne-
ceflary delay in his way from St. Hellens to Mi-
norca.

2. It appears, that on the fleet’s getting fight of
Minorca, on the 1gth of may, the admiral detached
capt. Harvey with three frigates, to endeavour to
land a letter for general Blakeney ; and to reconnitre
the enemies batteries,

~3. It appears, that thofe frigates were got near to
Mahon, endeavouring to execute the orders, till they
were called off by fignal from the admiral,

4. It.
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4. It appears that the fleet ftood towards the enemy
the remaining part of the day.

‘5. The court are of opinion, thatthe admiral pro-
ceeded properly, upon difcovery of the french fleet, to
ftand towards them. ‘ ,

6. It appears, that major general Stuart, lord Ef-
fingham, and col. Cornwallis, and 200 men, with
their officers, belonging to the garrifon, were on board
the fquadron. ‘

7. The court are of opinion, that as fo great a
number of officers were on board the fleet, the admiral
ought to have put them on board one of the above-
mentioned frigates, to have landed them, if found

racticable ; and if not landed before he faw the french
fleet, to have left the frigates to have effected it not-
withftanding.

8. Itappears, that from the morning of the 19th,
when the admiral firft faw the french fleet, till the zoth
at noon, the admiral took proper meafures to gainand
keep the wind of the enemy, and to form and clofe
the line of battle. L

13. It appears, that the admiral made the fignal for
battle about 20 minutes after two o’clock.

14. It appears, at the time the fignal was made for
battle, our van was confiderably nearer to their van,
than our rear was to their rear.

15. It appears, that upon fignal being made for
battle, the fhips of our van divifion bore down pro-
perly, for the fhips oppofed to them, in the enemy’s
line, and engaged them, till the five headmoft thips
of the enemy went away out of gun-fhot.

16. It appears, that the Intrepid having engaged
10 minutes, or a quarter of an hour, loft her fore-
topmaft.

19. Itis the opinion of the court, that the admiral,
in the Ramillies, after the fignal was made for battle,
feparated the rear from the van-divifion, and retarded

‘ ‘ the
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the rear divifion of the britifh fleet from clofing with,‘
and engaging theenemy, by his thortening fail. .

20. It is the opinion of the court, that inftead of
fhortening fail, the admiral ought to have made the
Trident and the Princefs Louifa fignals to make more
fail ; and he ought alfo to have fet fo much fail him-
{elf, as would have enabled the Culloden to have kept
her ftation, in order to have got down with as much
expedition as poflible to the enemy, and thereby have
‘properly fupported the van divifion.

23. It appears, that when the firing had been con-
tinued a little while in the Ramillies, an alarm was
given, of a fhip being clofe under her lee-bow, which
proved to be the Trident ; upon which the admira}
thortened fail, and ordered his men to ceafe firing till
they thould fee french colours. )

24. It appears, that the Princefs Louifa was alfo
feen about the fame time, upon the weather-bow of
the Ramillies. .

25. The court are of opinion, that while the Ra-
millies was firing, in going down, the Trident, and
thips immediately a-head of the Ramillies, proved an
impediment to the Ramillies continuing to go down,

26. 'The court are of opinion, that the admiral
alted wrong, in direCting the fire of the Ramillies to
be continued, before he had placed her at a proper
diftance from the enemy; as he thereby not.only
threw away fhot ufelefsly, but occafioned a fmoke,
which prevented his feeing the motions of the enemy,
and the pofition of the fhips immediately a-head of
the Ramillies,

32. The court are of opinion, that after the fhips,
which had received damage in the attion, were as
much refitted, as circumftances would permit, the

-admiral ought to have returned with the {quadron off
St. Philip’s, and have endeavoured to have opened a
communication with that caftle; and to have ufed

every
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every tieans in his power, for its relief, before he re-
turned to Gibraltar. .

33. The court dre of opinion, that adrqiral Byng
did not do his utmoft to relieve St. Philip’s caftle, in
the ifland of Minorca, then befieged by the forees of
the french king.

34. The court ate of opinion, that admiral Byng,
during the engagement, did not do his utmoft to take,
feize, and deftroy the fhips of the french king, which
it was his duty to have engaged ;5 and to affift fuch of
his majefty’s fhips as were engaged in fight with the
french fhips, which it was his duty to have affifted.

35. It appears, by the evidence of lord Robert
Bertie, licutenant colonel Smith, captain Gardiner,
and by other officers of the fhip, who were near the

erfon of the admiral, that they did not perceive any
gackwardnefs in the admiral, during the altion, or
any marks of fear or confufion, either from his coun-
tenance or behaviour; but, that he feemed to give
his orders cooly and diftin@ly, and did not feem want-
ing in perfonal courage. .

36. Refolved, that the admiral appears to fall un-
der the following patt of the 12th article of war, to
wit, ¢ or fhall not do his utmoft to take or deftroy
every fhip, which it thall be his duty to engage;
and to affift and relieve all and every of his majefty’s
thips, which it fhall be his duty to aflit and re-
lieve.”

37. Refolved, as that article poflitively prefcribes
death, without any alternative left to the difcretion of
the court, under any variation of circumftances, that
he be adjudged to be fhot to death, at fuch time, and
on board fuch thip, as the lords commiffioners of the
admiralty fhall dire€t. But as it appears by the evi-
dence of lord Robert Bertie, lieutenant colonel
Smith, captain Gardiner, and other officers of the
fhip, who were near the perfon of the admiral, that
they did not perceive any backwardnefs in him during

the
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the altion, or any marks of fear or confufion, eitef
from his countenance or behaviour, but that he feemed
to give his orders cooly and diftinétly, and did not
feem wanting in perfonal courage, and from other
circumftances ; the court do not believe, that his mif-
condu&t arofe either from cowardice or difaffeion .
and do therefore unanimoufly think it their duty mof{
earneftly to recommend him as a proper object of
mercy.

At the fame time that thefe refolutions were tranf:
mitted to the lords of the admiralty, the members of
the court drew up a reprefentation to that board;
which, as it is a very remarkable paper, 1 fhall prefent
the reader with it at full length.

¢ We the underwritten, the prefident and members
of the court martial, affembled for the trial of admi-
ral Byng, believe it unneceffary to inform your lord-
fhips, that in the whole courfe of this long trial, we
have done our utmoft endeavours to come at truths,
and do the ftricteft juftice to our country and the
prifoner ; but we cannot help laying the diftreffes of
our minds before your lordfhips, on this occafion, in
finding ourfelves under a neceflity of condemning a
man to death, from a great feverity of the 12th ar-
ticle of war, part of which he falls under, and which
admits of no mitigation, even if the crime fhould be
committed by an error in judgment only ; and there-
fore, for our confciences fakes, as well as in juftice
to the prifoner, we pray your lordfhips, in the moft
earneft manner, to recommend him to his majefty’s
clemency. Weare, &c. Dated jan. 27, 1757.

Such were the refolutions of this court martial;
and fuch their reprefentation to the admiralty. The
reader, no doubt, in his perufal of them,has been much
furprifed to find the admiral’s judges condemn him
to-death, for his falling under part of the r2th article
of war, and moft earneftly recommending him to his

majefty,
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majelty, as a propet object for mercy; and their
reafort for this fentence is, the feverity of that article
of war. But here I muft warn the reader, notto ex-
pect certainty or demonftration in what I fhall advance
on this fubjet ; I fhall only make a few remarks, fuch
as naturally arife from a due confideration of the whole
affair.

The 12th article of war runs,—*¢ Every perfon in
the fleet, who, through cowardice, negligence, or
difaffe@ion, fhall, in time of a&ion, &c.&c.—and
being convitted thereof, by the fentence of a court
martial, fhall fu)ﬁ”er death.” On this, Mr. Byng,
(in his defence, which is penned with great art
and judgment) jufty obferves, that, in order to
bring any perfon within the peril of this article, he
muft be convitted of cowardice, negligence, or dif-
affettion.; for though he fhould fail to engage or
affift, &c. unlefs this failure apparently proceeds from
one of thefe caufes, he is not guilty.—Negligence
cannot be taken in fo large a fenfe, as to mean every
fort of negle¢t or omiffion ; but fuch grofs negli-
gence only, as evidently indicates cowdrdice or dif-
affection.

Let me in the next place obferve, that the court
martial, in their 37th refolution, acquits him from
cowardice or difaffeétion, in thefe words, ¢ The court
do.not believe, that his mifcondu&t arofe either from
cowardice or difaffection.” Confequently they could
then condemn him only for his negligence ; that
word equally means the negligence occafioned by
cowardice or difaffection, and that occafioned by er-
ror in judgment; the former of thefe, the court ac-
quits him of ; and, as to the latter, they formed a very
juft opinion of it,. when they reprefented to the admi-
ralty the great feverity of the 12th article of war,
which admits of no mitigation, even if the crime
fhould be committed by any error in judgment
only.

In
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in the 7th refolution of the court martial, thcy afe
of opinion, that the admiral ought to have put the
officers on” board one of the frigates he fent a-head
to be landed. But it ought fere to be remembered;
that when the fleet arrived off Minorea, feveral of
the fhips were difperfed ; and the officers belonging tg
the garrifon Were diftributed throughout the different
fhips of the fleet; and could not have been puton
board one of the frigates at that time, without fome
hours delay ; when, at the fame time, the fleet wag
advaricing with a frefh gale of wind, and fair for the
harbour. Would it not have been very injudicious
in the admiral, when the enemy’s fleet appeared fteer-
ing towards ours, and was known to be {uperior toit,
to weaken his own force * ; efpecially as his fleet was
badly manned, and fickly; for the men belonging to
the frigates were neceffary, and were altuaally di-
ftributed to reinforce the line of battle fhips : the
enemy were at that time mafters of the harbour, and
it might have been regarded as an imprudent ftep to
hazard fo many officers in a fingle frigate, under that
circumftance.

In the 37th refolution of this court martial, they
are of opinion, that the admiral ought to have re-’
turned, after the altion off’ St. Philip’s, and have en-
deavouxed to open a communication with the caftle,
before he returned to Gibraltar. I muft, on this re-
folution, remark, that after the altion, the enemy’s
fleet was feen feveral times lying between the englith
fleet and the harbour, fo that it was impofiible to at-
tempt it, without coming to a fecond battle. The
french fleet had not, to appearance, fuffered any di-

* Mr. Wef, in his evidence, fays, that the garrifon of St. Philip’s
was to look on the englifh fleet at that time asjts protection, as far
as it might be {fuppofed able to protettit; therefore, the weakening
the force of the fleet would have been highly inexcufable, under the
circumftance of feeing the enemy’s fleet, as well as by, expoﬁng
the englifh fleet to that of the enemy, who wasat that time, inmy
opinion, {uperxor to it,

minution
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ninution in its force ; whereas four of our fhips were
rendered incapable of action, the Intrepid was obliged
to be towed with jury mafts to Gibraltar, and when the
Portland arrived there, it could not be hoved down ;
and was reported unfit for fervice : further, the ad-
miral called, on the 23th-of may; a general council
of war, of all the fea and land officers, who were
unanimoufly of opinion, that it was for his majefty’s
fervice to proceed directly to Gibraltar. And what
is very remarkable, this council of war was taken no

notice of in the refolutions of court martial *,
' As

"1‘ I fhall here beg leave to give a few fhort extralls from the
trial. )

Admiral Weft was afked,

Queft. Do you apprehend, if it had been pra&ticable, and the
land forces had been thrown in to reinforce the garrifon, that the
thips would have been fit for attion, to engage the enemy’s fleet ?

Anfw. No, I think not. '

Queft. Do you apprehend that the throwing in fuch an inconfi-
derable reinforcement, as one hundred officers and recruits, had
there been a probability of effeting it, would have been a fufficicht
reafon for loofing time, and delaying to artack the enemy’s fleet,
when in fight ?

Anfw. I have faid of how little ufe it appears to me, thefe offi-
cers and foldiers would have been to the garrifon; and though,
¢éven they might have been of more ufe than I imagine, the men
were at that time very neceflary to the fervice of the fleet, and
therefore not to be parted with, independent even of the delay
which it might have occafioned. ]

Queft. Do you apprehend it would have been proper for the ad-
miral to have, left any of the frigates, and by that means to have
leflened his force, and deprived the fleet of the ufe of any of the

* fhips or men, when upon the brink of coming to an aétion ?

Anfw. As fome fhips of the fleet, from fizknefs, or being fhort
of complement, wanted men to fupply the deficiency, T do appre-
hend, that the leaving any frigates behind, would have been im-
proper, as their men would have been taken away from fupplying
{uch deficiency in part, for which they were neceflary,

Captain Gardiner was afked,

Queft. Had you any men killed in the a&ion !

Anfw. No; nor do I look upon her to have been engaged as the
admiral could have wifhed, and exprefled his inclination to-do,
having {everal times faid in our going down, while the IhotAﬂwgre

yng
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‘As {foon as the fentence was known, the lords of
the admiralty received a petition from the lord vifc,
Torrington, nephew to the admiral, importing, that
himfelf, and the reft of his afflited family, being
advifed that many material things might be offered to
their lordfhips, to fhew, that the fentence of the
court martial ought not to be executed ; prayed the
permiffion to lay before them by council, to be ap-
pointed on behalf of the admiral, fuch reafons as
might be offered for not executing the fentence. In
anfwer to which petition, the lords of the admiralty
appointed the next day to receive the reafons in writ-
ing, mentioned in the petition.

It being towards the clofe of the term, the council
applied to could not, by reafon of their indiipenfible
attendance on the feveral courts of law and equity,
be prepared {o foon to advife and aflift his lordfhip
and family ; aceordingly they prefented a fecond pe-
tition, praying an indulgence of a few days longer.
But on the gth of february, the lords of the admi-

flying over us, and hitting us, that he did not intend to throw his
fhot away, till he came near the enemy.

Lord Robert Bertie was afked,

Queft, Was you near to the admiral's perfon before, and during
the time of the ation, and did you obferve his behaviour ?

Anfw. I was near him the whole day of the ation in general,

Queft, Did you perceive any backwardnefs in the admiral during
the altion, or any marks of fear or confufion, either from his coun-
tenance or behaviour ?

Anfw. No; he feemed to give his orders cooly and diftindtly,
and I do not apprehend, that he was in the leaft wanting in per-
fonal courage.

Queft. Did the admiral appear follicitous to engage the enemy,
and to aflift his majefty’s thips, that were engaged with the enemy 7

An{w. Yes.

Queft, Did your lordfhip on, or after the day of aétion, hear any
murmuring or difcontent among the officers or men, upon any fup-
pofition, that the admiral had not done his duty ?

Anfw. I never heard any one of the Ramillies fpeak the leaft

di{refp\éé‘tfully of the admiral, or ever hint that the admiral had not
done his duty.

raltv
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ralty prefented a memorial to his majefty, of which
the following is an extract:

¢« The proceedings of the court martial on admi-
ral Byng, have been reported to us, and we have taken
them into our moft férious and deliberate confidera-
tion, and doubts having arifen, with regard to the
legality of the fentence, particularly, whether the
crime of negligence, which is not exprefled in any
part of the proceedings, can; in this cafe, be fup-
plied by implication, we find ourfelves obliged moft
humbly to befeech your majefty, that the opinion of
the judges may be takén, whether the faid fentence
is legal.”

In confequence of this memorial, his majefty laid
the fentence before the judges; who gave their opi-
nion, that it was a legal fentence ; which opinion be-
ing tranfmitted to the commiffioners of the admiralty,
they figned a warrant the 16th of february, direfted
to vice-admiral Bofcawen, at Portfmouth, directing
him to have the admiral fhot, on board what fhip
he thought proper, on the 28th, by a platoon of
marines.

But he was refpited for fome time ; for on the 26th
his majefty fent a meflage to the houfe of commons,
from which I have made the following extralt :

< Being informed, that a member of the houfe of
commons, who was a member of the court martial,
has, in his place, applied to the houfe, in behalf of
himfelf, and feveral other members of the faid court,
praying the aid of parliament, to be releafed from
the oath of fecrecy impofed on courts martial, in or-
der to difclofe the grounds, whereon {entence of death
pafled on the faid admiral ; the refult of which dif-
covery may fhew the fentence to be improper; his
majefty has thoughe fit to refpite the execution of the
fame, in order that there may be an opportunity of
knowing, by the feparate examination of the mem-
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bers of the fald court, upon oath, what grounds thete
is for the above fugge{hon

In confequence of this meflage, a motion was made
for bringing in a bill, to releafe from the obligation
of the oath of fecrecy, the members of the court
martial, purfuant to the exception contained in the
faid oath and accordingly the bill was prepared,
prefented, read amended, and ordered to be engroffed
all in one day. The 28th, it was read the third time
and paffed, and carried up to the lords for their con-
currence ; but that houfe examined the members of
the court martial on oath: the principal queftions
afked them were,

. Whether you know any matter that pafied, pre-
vious to the fentence pronounced upon admiral Byng,
which may fhew that {entence to have been unjuft ?

Unanimoufly anfwered in the negative.

2. Whether you know any matter that paffed, pre-
vious ta the fentence, which may thew that fentence
to have been given through any undue practice or
motive ? _

Unanimoufly anfwered in the negative.

3. Whether you are defirous, that the bill now un-
der the confideration of the houfe, for difpenfing with
the oath of fecrecy, fhould pafsintoalaw ?

This and the next queftion were anfwered in the
negative, by admirals Smith, Holbourn, and Brode-
rick ; captains Holmes, Geary, Boys, Simcoe, Doug-
lafs, Bentley, and Denis. But admiral Norris, and
the captains Moore, and Keppel, anfwered this que-
ftion in the affirmative.

4. Whether you are of opinion, that you have any
particulars to reveal, relative to the cafe of, and the
fentence pafled upon, admiral Byng, which you judge
neceflary for his majefty’s 1nformat10n, and which
you think likely to incline his majefty to mercy ?

Admiral Norris’s anfwer to this queftion was, at
the time I {aid I was defirous the aét fhould take place,
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Y underftood that we fhould have an opportunity of
"delivering our particular reafons, for figning the fen-
tence, and letter of recommendation. Capt. Moore’s
was, I do not think myfelf at liberty, whileI am un-
der this oath to anfwer that queftion. Capt. Keppel’s
was, I think that I cannot anfwer that queftion with-
out particularifing the reafons for my vote and opinion.

The houfe as foon as this examination was finithed,
unanimoufly rejeted the bill: and the fentence was
executed on the admiral the 14th.

On this unfortunate affair, concerning which, opini-
ons are fo much divided, I fhall only obferve, that
many quote paffages in the trial of the admiral which
thew, that admiral Weft, and feveral of the captains
in the van, knew no reafon why, Mr. Byng in the rear,
fhould not come to aclofer engagement; but this
proves only that the admiral was faulty ; but does it
from thence appear, that this fault proceeded from
cowardice or difaffe&ion, might it not as well be at-
tributed to an error in judgment. I have made this
remark only in anfwer to a fet of abfurd people, who
will produce a few anfwers in the trial to ftrengthen
their argument; but as to regarding the refolutions
of the court martial, they will pretend that no confi-
dence is to be placed in them.

It fhould alfo be remembered, that Mr. Byng’s
fleet was fent out to protect or relieve Minorca : Now
let it be afked, did thofe who fent him apprehend,
that Minorca could be invaded before his arrival, and
the defcent covered by a fuperior {quadron, when they
fent him out with an inferior one—If they did, their
condut is unjuftifiable—If they did not, their igno-
rance is inexeufable.

It is very plain, from the condu&t of the britith
miniftry, that they never expected Mr. Byng could
meet with the french {quadron ; his inftructions the
leaft intended fighting of any fcrv1ce But indeed he
was poﬁtlvely affured, before his departure from Eng-
O 3 land,
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land, by the higheft naval autherity, that the enemy
could not fit out more than fix or feven fhips of the
line at the moft. We need only read the admiral’y
inftru&tions to be convinced, that this was the rea]
opinion of the admiralty; for he is ordered—If on
his arrival at Gibraltar, he thotld hear that a french
fquadron had pafled the Streights, to difpatch admi.
ral Weft with a fuperior {quadron after them to north
America, and repair with the remainder himfelf ta
Minorca. By this it is very evident, that the mini-
ftry in England did not know the french force; or
elle, how was Byng to difpatch a fuperior fleet aftep
them, when the whole fleet he commanded was in-
ferior to them. What epithet fhall we beftow on an
adminiftration, no better informed of the engmy’s
motions than this conduct evinces ?

But if we confider the whole affair with that at-
tention it deferves, thall we not evidently perceive,
that the admiral fell a facrifice to cover the guilt of
others, who were more powerful than himfelf. Let
me afk againft whom the fury of the populace would
have direéted itfelf, if contrary winds had kept Mr.
Byng a week or a fortnight longer at Spithead, or
at Gibraltar; and if, at the fame time, the french
had had a fkilful general at their head (for then
Blakeney, inftead of holding out eight or ten
weeks, would not have been able to defend himfelf
three) under thofe circumftances, it would have been
impoffible for Mr. Byng, even to have endeavoured
any thing ; for it would have been taken before he
got there. Had this been the cafe, I fay, who would
have been the objeéts of the public rage ? Mr. Byng,
or thofe who fent him ? It was neceflary to throw duftin
the eyes of the people ; or elfe, why was the Gazette
{a paper {uppofed to be publithed by authority) pro-
ftituted to {pread a falfe lift of the ftrength of both
fleets among the people, not only by undervaluing
the enemy’s force, of which it is pofiible the writer
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might be ignorant, but by overating Mr. Byng’s, in
which it is impoffible he fhould be innocent. Why
was the admiral’s letter mangled and curtailed in the

manner it appeared in that paper ¢
To fay more on this fubject will, I fear, be tedious
to the reader. But thus much every honeft man will
allow, that it was a fatal {everity to execute an admi-
ral of a noble family, whofe anceftors had rendered
fuch fervices to the crown, under fuch an infamous
charge, when the very court martial that condemned
him, declared him innacent, either of cowardice or
difaffection ; and for the fake of their own conf{cience
recommended him in the moft earneft manner as a fit

obJeé]: for his majefty’s clemency,
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CHAP XL

Changes in the miniftry.  Naval tranfaclions.  Affairs in
north America. Earl of Loudon appointed generaliffimo;
He prepares to attack Lowisburg.  Affairs in Germany.
Situation of the belligerent powers. Motions of the
pritffian and auftrian armies.  King of Pruffia enters
Bobemia.  Battle of Richenberg. Battle of Prague.
Prague invefted.  Marfbal Daun takes the command of
the aufirian army. Battle of Collin.  King of Pruffis
vetives into Saxony.

MOTHING can be of fuch great confequence
i to the welfare of any nation, as to have one
fettled plan of attion (efpecially in time of war) ta
dire¢t the fteps of thofe who fit at the helm of affairs.
Let great genius’s form fine plans of operations; yet
if they are not in power long enough to direét their
execution, all their fchemes will moft probably prove
abortive. The ‘ftate of Great-Britain at this conjunc-
ture, was really deplorable ; the miniftry whichhad fo
lately been eftablithed, and which the greateft part of
the nation wifthed to fee firmly feated in power, could
no longer hold their feats. On the 5th of april, Mr.
Pitt, by his majefty’s command, refigned the office of
fecretary of ftate, and Mr. Legge was moved from
being chancellor and under-treafurer of the Exche-
quer ; a new commiffion for the admiralty appeared,
with the earl of Winchelfea at their head. The
party of the duke of Newcaftle, and Mr. Fox,
who had been fo lately obliged to quit their places,
now refumed them. This fa&ion, which was now
uppermoft, differed very much in their plan of
action, from that of the late miniftry; their chief
charatteriftic was the great fear they were conftantly
in, of the overgrown power of France ; they thought
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it eligible to bridle this at any rate, but principally
by maintaining the ballance of power, which they
propofed to effect, by raifing up enemies to France,
on the continent, with britith fubfidies, and even by
fending over britith troops to join the belligerent
powers in their alliance. The late miniftry’s {cheme
when they were in power was different; they were
equally of opinion, that the power of France was to
be curbed, but thought the means of doing this, was
more natural by our naval power; a condu¢t which
the infular fituation of their country ditated to them.
It is furprifing to find how great a degree of popu-
larity this party pofleflfed in the nation; no fooner
were they out of power, than they had the freedoms
of almoft all the corporations in the kingdom pre-
fented to them, in gold boxes, which thewed how
much the nation regretted their difgrace at court,.

The naval affairs of the two nations were at this
period, of but little confequence ; the latter end of
.march and beginning of april, feveral f{quadrons were
equipping at Portfmouth and Plymouth ; one under
admiral Weft, defigned for Ireland, in its way to
America, confifting of 11 fail of the line, one fri-
gate, a bomb, and a convoy of 50 tranfports, failed
from St. Hellen’s the 16th of april; we had a fmall
fquadron at this time in the Downs, and another to
the weftward, cruifing ; and admirals Weft and Bro-
derick had been cruifing fome time in the bay ; but
with little fuccefs. The french were hard at work in
their ports, but fent no {quadron to fea,

In north America our affairs had for fome time
wore the fame difmal appearance as they had done
from the beginning of the war ; but the earl of Lou-
don, having in the latter end of the year 1756, laid
before the miniftry a plan for carrying on the war in
that country, and which being approved of, his lord-
thip was named by his majefty to command there in
chief'; better fuccels was expe@ted for the future,
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efpecially as a large body of troops was fent over ta
reinforce the army there. The plan his lordfhip was
defirous to have executed, was the conqueft of Cape
Breton, and after that to proceed towards bringin
all Carfada under fubjetion, by the conqueft of Que-
bec. To facilitate the undertaking this {cheme, the
tranfports with troops from England, arrived at New
York, in january 1757. Lord Loudon finding the
men much fatigued with the hardthips of a long voy-
age billetted them, by reafon of their number, indif-
criminately on public and private houfes ; this occafion-
ed a great heat between the magiftrates and his lord-
thip, who afked them, if they thought that men who
had fuffered a long winter’s voyage, to come to their
defence, were to perith in the ftreets for want of pro-
per accommodations ; and alfo, whether they thought
that the indians would ftand upon rights and privi-
leges, if thefe men wereordered back, and they were
to come in their room. After fome ferment the bil-
letting took place, as it certainly was 3 neceflary mea-
fure.

As foon as his lordfhip heard that the tranfports
were arrived, he affembled the governors of the fe-
veral neighbouring colonies, to confult with them on
the means of proteting their frontiers, during his
abfence on the expedition; nothing was required
of them, but to remain on the defenfive: and ac-
cordingly the plan was fettled with the number of
troops which each colony was to furnith, and their
deftination fixed. Having difmiffed them, his ex-
cellency left Philadelphia the 27th of march, hav-
ing ftayed there ten days. But before I proceed,
it is neceflary to take notice of a general embargo
which lord Loudon laid on all outward bound fhips:
his lordthip thought this was the moft likely way to
hinder the enemy from getting any intelligence of
his defigas ; and alfo, that the tranfports would then
the more eafily find men to navigate them. The em-
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bargo might certainly be produdtive of thofe good
confequences ; but as it was detrimental to the inte-
refts of many private people, particularly the mer-
chants, it occafioned a great clamour; for at that
time corn was exceflively fcarce in England, owing
in part toa bad crop the laft year, and the infamous
villainy of the farmers, manyof whom kept up large
quantities in expectation of a higher price, when the
poor were ftarving round about them; the mer-
chants in England wrote over to thofe in America, to
fhip off large quantities for them, as there was plenty
in the colonies, they accordingly did ; but before the
yeflels could fail, the embargo took place : it occa-
fioned fo much difguft in England and theplantations,
that an exprefs was afterwards fent to put it out of
the power of the commanders to embargo vefiels for
Great Britain or Ireland.  Although the embargo
was of fome ufe, yet, as lord Loudon muft know
how prefling the wants of England were for corn, it
has been thought by many, a bad ftep, althouygh he
had the full -authority to do it.

During the month of april, his lordfhip was em-
ployed in preparing the tranfports at Bofton, New
York, and Philadelphia, thofe for the two former
amounting to go fail. On the 5th of may, being all
met at New  York, they received orders to be in
readinefs to embark the forces ; and fir Charles Hardy,
governor of the place, having received his majefty’s
commiffion as rear admiral of the blue, hoifted his
flag on board the Nightingale. It was now about
the time, when they expelted "admiral Holbourn’s
fleet at Hallifax ; but the commander in chief was
very impatient that the men might embark, at laft
he ordered that fervice to be performed, which was
done between the 22d and 25th, and then failed
down to Sandy Hook, where they came to an anchor.
On the 5th of June, his excellency embarked on
bord the Sutherland, but determined not to fail with-
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out further intelligence, becaufe he had learned before
ke left New York, from ‘the prifoners of fome french
prizes, that they were partof afrench merchant fleet,
under a convoy of five fhips of the line, defigned for
Louifburg. This intelligence was confirmed by an
exprefs from Bofton, informing, that five french men
of war and a frigate had been feen cruifing off Hali-
fax. It was impoflible to proceed to that port with
the tranfports, while fo confiderable a force was in
their road, and yet to remain any longer at New York,
would be lofing fo much time, that the expedition
againft Louifburg would become very uncertain ;. his
lordthip therefore difpatched two men of war te view
the coaft, and fee if they could hear any thing of the
french fleet : they foon after returned, but had feen
nothing ; lord Loudon then finding that to wait any
longer, would almoft put it out of his power to da
any thing that campaign, ventured to fail from New
York, with the tranfports. This was the critical
time as it were, on which depended the fate of
all our {chemes, for had the french fell in with the
tranfports, the confequences would certainly have
been dreadful ; {o that all depended on admiral Hot-
bourn’s being arrived, and by that means having the
coaft clear, or elfe lord Loudon’s efcaping the ene-
my ; however, he arrived fafe at Halifax the 3oth,
his lordthip would never have run fo great a rifk, had
had it not been for faving time, which became {0 ex-
ceeding precious, on account of the fleet’s not ar-
riving from England, till fo late in the feafon. The
forces were foon landed, and encamped at Halifax ;
but as the ground was rough and incumbered, they
were employed in making a parade for eXercifes and
reviews 5 and a large garden for furnithing vegetables
for the fick and wounded that might happen to be
fent home from the fiege, in cafe the intended expe-
dition fhould take place : parties of rangers were alfo
fent to patrole in the woods, and feveral prime fail-
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ing veflels were difpatched to look into the harbour
of Louifburg, and to make what difcoveries they
were able ; in fhort, the general took all poffible me-
thods in his power at this interval, to keep the
troops properly employed, and to gain the necef-
fary intelligence of the ftrength of the enemy. At
laft admiral Holbourn, with the fleet and forces from
England, arrived at Halifax in the fecond week in
july, having been waited for with the utmoft impa-
tience by lord Loudon 3 and where I fhall leave them
for the prefent, and return to lay before the reader
what had been tranfalting in Europe.

T'he war in America, and by fea, was at this time of
but little eclat ; it was in Germany only, where thofe
great actions which furprife mankind were performed :
at the clofe of the preceding campaign, the king of
Pruffia had made the faxon army prifoners, and took
up his winter quarters in the heart of Saxony. That
monarch was threatened with the immen{e number of
enemies which he expeted would attack him this
campaign ; nor were his expectations groundlefs, for
the queen of Hungary having found by the battle of
Lowofchutz, that the had to deal with an enemy truly
formidable, refolved to have more powerful forces
againft him this campaign ; the accordingly affembled
an army of 100,000 men, in Bohemia, under the
command of prince Charles of Lorrain, aflifted by
marfhal Brown ; nor did the emprefs truft entirely.
to her own preparations ; during the preceding win-
ter the procefs in the emperor’s aulic council was con-
tinued againft the king of Pruffia; and alfo in the
diet of the empire. We may eafily conceive with
how much impartiality and juftice the proceedings
in this court were carried on, when thofe who feared
the king of Pruffia were glad of an opportunity to
i humble him, and when the greateft number of them
were awed by the power of the houfe of Auftria,
His pruffian majefty was condemned for his pre-
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tended obftinacy ; and the fifcal had orders to tio-
tify to him, that he was put under the ban of
the empire, and adjudged fallen from all the digni-
ties and poffeflions which he held undetrit. The cir-
cles of the empire were ordered to furnith their con-
tingents of men and money, to put this {entence in
execution 3 but thefe were colleted very flowly;
the troops were badly compofed, and moft probably
they would never have been able to a&, if it had
not been for the affiftance they received from France,
The inveteracy of heér hungarian majefty did not ftop
here, {he made requifitions to her allies for the affift-
ance they were obliged by treaty to furniifh her with,
The czarina had prepared a great army of 60,000
men, under the command ‘of marfhal Apraxin, who
had began their march in the winter through Lithu-
ania, to attack ducal Pruflia, and equipped a ftrong
fleet in the Baltic, to co-operate with her land forees,
‘The french refolving to convince the emprefs queer
how advantageous to her, her connetion with the
houfe of Bourbon would be; formed two great ar-
mies, which had been drawing together for a confi-
derable time; the firft was compofed of 80,006
troops, under the command of marfhal de Eftrees;
which was defigned againft the king of Pruffia’s
Weftphalian dominions, in quality of allies to the
emprefs queen, and guardians of the liberties of
Germany, and to no other intent, as they pretended;
but it was really defigned to reduce Hanover alfos,
"The other french army was commanded by the prince
de Soubife, confifting of about 25,000 men ; and
was defigned to ftrengthen the army of the empire.
Thefe were not the orly enemies of the king of
Pruffia : the king of Sweden, though allied both in
blood and inclination to his pruffian majefty, was
yet obliged by the fenate to fend troops againft him;
they were infpired with the hopes of recovering their
ancient pofleflions in ‘Germany, and what made them
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puth the defign of making war againft that monarch
the more brifkly, was the fubfidies of french gold
which circulated amongft them plentifully. The
duke of Mecklenburg alfo declared, that he would
Jjoin the fwedith army with 6ooo men ; for which con-
du&t he has fince paid very feverely.

This was the ftate of the enemies of the king of
Pruffia, a mighty confederacy, confifting of five of
the moft powerful kingdoms in Europe ; let us next
fee the meafures which that monarch took to fave
himfelf from being cruthed with their numerous
forces:

The ruflians had brought no forage with them,
trufting to what they fhould find in their march
through Poland ; but his pruflian majefty, who was
informed of the condition of his enemy, bought up
all the corn and forage in their march towards Pruf-
fia, which put them to inconceivable difficulties, and
retarded their march extremely ; it certainly was a
fine ftroke of the king of Pruffia to diftrefs them.
-His majefty appointed general Lehwald to command
an army of 30,000 men againft Apraxin. But it was
againft the auftrians that the greateft efforts were to
be madey his pruffian majefty commanded one army
himfelf, in Sazony ; the prince of Bevern another in
Lufatia ; and marfhal Schwerin, a third in Silefia.

But before his majefty made the grand attack upon
Bohemia, he took the wifeft meafures in Saxony, in
cafe of bad fuccefs in his expedition againft the au-
ftrians. New works were added to the old ones at
Drefden, and the greateft diligence ufed to put it in
a refpe@table pofture of defence; all the burghers
were difarmed, and their arms depofited in the arfe-
nal. The auftrian detachments began in april to ap-
pear on the frontiers of Saxony, to obferve the mo-
tions of the pruffians, but many of them were taken
prifoners ; thefe trifling matters did not take off the
attention of the prufflans ; every thing was preparip%
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with the greateft expedition to begin the campaign,
and troops were in motion throughout Saxony, Voigt-
land, and Lufatia.

About the middle of april, three great bodies of
his pruffian majefty’s troops entered Bohemia by dif-
ferent routs. Marfhal Schwerin penetrated into it
from Silefia, through the county of Glatz, on the
18th, at the head of 50,000 men. His highnefs the
duke of Bevern did the fame, from Zittau in Lufatia
the 2oth, entering Bohemia at Graenftein, taking the
rout of Reichenberg. His majefty himfelf, at the
head of a third army, marched towards Egra. The
auftrians imagined, that his pruflian majefty had fome
diftinét plan of action, independent of his other ar-
mies, and accordingly prince Charles detatched 20,000
men, under the command of the duke d’Aremberg,
to watch his motions. ,

The march of the prince of Bevern foon brought
on an action ; in his march towards Reichenberg, he
drove away the enemy fromall their pofts. The fame
morning, .a party of his huffars defeated fome hun-
dred of auftrians, commanded by prince Lichtenttein,
who were pofted before Kohlig. The 21ft at break
of day, the pruffians marched in two columns by
Habendorf, towards the auftrian army, pofted near
Reichenberg, 28,000 ftrong, and commanded by
count Konigfeg ; as foon as the pruffian lines were
formed, they marched towards their enemy’s cavalry,
which was ranged in three lines, of about g0 fqua-
drons, their two wings were fuftained by the infantry,
which was pofted among felled trees and” entrench-
ments. The pruffians immediately cannonaded the
auftrian cavalry, who received it bravely, having on
their right a village, and on their left a wood, where
they had entrenched themfelves with felled trees and
pits. . But the prince of Bevern having caufed 15
fquadrons of dragoons of his fecond line to advance,
and ordered the wood on his right to be attacked by

fome



(209 )

fome battalions of grenadiers, entirely routed the ene-
my’s cavalry : the generals Norman, Katt, and the
prince. of Wurtemberg fignalizing themfelves ex-
tremely. The pruffian huffars diftinguithed them-
felves by the warm reception they gave the auftrian
horfe grenadiers ; notwithftanding their artillery took

them in flank. Lieut. gen. Leitewitz, at the fame
time attacked with the pruﬁian left wing, the enemy’s
redoubts, which covered Reichenberg ; though there
were many defiles and rifing grounds to pafs, which
were all occupied by the enemy; yet the regiment
of Darmftadt forced the redoubt, and put to flight,
and purfued the auftrians, after fome difcharges of
their artillery and fmall arms, from one eminence to
another, for the diftance of a mile, as far as Roch-
litz and Dorffel. In fhort, the pruffians gained a
complete victory ; the batile began at fix o’clock in
the morning, and continued till eleven. His high-
nefs the duke of Bevern, fhewed great courage and
military fkill. The lofs of the auftrians was confi-
derable ; three ftandards were taken, and all their
cannon and ammunition waggons.

Nor was marfhal Schwerin lefs fuccefsful. He en-
tered Bohemia with his troops in five columns, driv-
ing the auftrians before him, as he paffed the defiles,
marching with incredible celerity, he reached Konigf-
-hoff on the Elbe, the 20th. At Trautenau, two au-
ftrian generals, and the princes Xavier and Charles
of Saxony narrowly efcaped falling into his hands.
He made himfelf mafter of the circle of Buntlau with-
out oppofition, f{eizing a great magazine of corn and
meal, belonging to the auftrian army. He f{oon ai-
ter joined his body of troops to thofe of the prince
of Bevern, who, after the battle of Reichenberg,
had advanced towards Prague,. by the king’s orders.

I left his majefty himfclf near Egra, oppofed by
the duke of Aremberg, with 20,000 men ; by a
mafterly ftroke of generalfhip, he ‘made a movement

‘ to

.
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to the left, which cut off all communication betwees
d’Aremberg’s detachment, and the main army of the
auftrians; and pufhing his advantage, he advanced
with prodigious expedition towards Prague, where he

joined marfhal Schwerin, and the prince of Bevern.
Prince Charles of Lorrain’s army confifted of about
95,000 men, being joined by an army from Moravia,
the remains of that corps which was beat by the prince
of Bevern, and by feveral regiments of the garrifon
of Prague. It had taken poft on the banks of the
Moldau, near that city, in a camp almoft inacceffible,
with his left wing inclining to the mountain of Zifcha,
and his right towards Sterboholi, where he waited on
the hill the approach of the pruffian army. But the
king, who had paffed the Moldau, with defign to
attack them, refolved to turn the enemy’s camp;
for which purpofe, his army defiled by Potfchernitz,
towards the left, which count Brown perceiving, de-
filed by his right, to avoid being taken in flank.
The pruflians marched beyond Bichowitz, traverfing
defiles and moraffes, which feparated their infantry a
little: this infantry having made its attack too pre-
cipitately, was the firft time repulfed ; but they made
a frefh attack, and foreced the enemy on the right.
The pruffian cavalry on the left, after three charges
obliged the auftrian cavalry on the right of their army
to fly. The pruffian cenure routed the infantry,
and pufthed quite through the auftrian camp. The
left of the pruffian army then marched diretly
towards Michelly, where it was joined by the ca-
valry and cut off the auftrian army, whofe right
was running away towards Safzawa. The right of
the pruffians immediately attacked the left of general
Brown, and fucceflively f{eized on three batteries on
different eminences. From every advantage of fitua-
tion the ardour of the pruffians in this battle drove the
enemy, encouraged by the prefence of their fovereign,
and filled with a noble enthufiafm of bravery, which
generally enfures fuccefs. The filefian army, which
was
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was lead to altion by marthal Schwerin, had a very
rude fhock to fuftain; having morafles to pafs, pre-
cipices to climb, and batteries to face, nothing but
the prefence of the king could have animated his troops
in general to have performed fuch prodigies of valour.
Some regiments of pruffian horfe, in the beginning
of the altion, fuffered feverely. The foot had ftill
greater difficulties to furmount than the horfe; many
generals followed the example of the firft field mar-
fhal, by difmounting, and leading their regiments
fword in hand, through marfhes, over precipices, and
and acrofs 1000 fires. It was here that the brave
marthal Schwerin was killed, at the head of his regi-
ment, with the colonel’s ftandard in his hand : The
lofs of fo experienced a foldier, was almoft a balance
toa victory ; yet the enemy alfo fuffered a great lofs,
in the death of marfhal Brown, who was wounded,
but not mortally, had not his regret made his
wound fatal. Never was victory more complete than
this of Prague; 40,000 of the enemy threw them-
felves into that city, and the reft fled towards Bennef-
chau; a vaft number was {lain, and near 10,000
taken prifoners ; the camp, military cheft, 250 can-
non, and all the trophies of the completeft victory
fell into the hands of the conquerors, This famous
battle was fought the 6th of may.

His pruﬁian majefty having gained fo decifive a
victory, convinced the world that he knew how to
improve it : he inftantly invefted Prague, and an
army within its walls: the king divided his forces
into two bodies, marfhal Kexth commanded one,
which invefted the little town on this fide the Mol-
dau; and. the king in perfon with the other, blocked
up the old city, on the other fide the river. Asit
was defended by a complete army, it was impof-
fible to take it by affault; yet the immenfe garrifon
made it probable, that famme would oblige them to
furrender 3 but the king of Pruffia refolved not to

P2 truft
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truft folely even to this, but made great preparations
to bombard the city ; the redoubts and batteries be-
ing in good forwardnefs by the 23d of may, the
auftrians made a well conducted and defperate fally
with 10,000 men: they attacked a battery which
was not finithed, but were repulfed {everal times, the
acticn lafting three hours 5 but at day brealt they re-.
tired into the city, in fome confufion, not being able
to make any impreflion on the pruflian pofts ; their
defign was, alfo to have burnt the bridges of com-
munication on the Moldau. His highnefs the prince
of Bevern commanded, during the fiege, an army of
20,000 men to cover it. On the 29th of may, at
night, after a moft dreadful ftorm of rain and thun-
der, on the fignal of a rocket, four batterics, which
difcharged every 24 hours, 288 bombs, befides a
vaft mulutude of red hot cannon balls, began to
pour deftruction on that unfortunate city, which was
foon in flames in every parr; we may conceive the
horrors that reigned in Prague, from this bombard-
ment, when 12,000 horfes without forage were ranged
in the ftreets and fquares. This terrible bombard-
ment continued without intermiffion : on the 1oth of
june, a red hot cannon ball fet the city on fire near
the Moldau, burnt five hours, and entirely confumed
the fecond quarter of the new city. In the evening
the fire broke out again, and the wind blowing hard,
fpread very faft, levelling every thing for feveral
hundred yards. The bombardment continued incef-
fantly night and day, fo that the fire was no fooner
quenched in one part, than it broke out in another ;
the befiegers often feeing it burning in feven or eight
places atence.  The principal magiftrates, burghers,
and clergy, feeing their city on the point of being
reduced to an heap of rubbifh, made the moft mov-
ing {upplications to the commander to liften to terms.
But hf_c was deaf to their prayers, and hanged up
two of their fenators, who were more importunate

than
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than the ret. On the 6th of june, 12,000 ufelefs
mouths were driven out of the city; and the prul-
fians forced them in again. The fury of the bom-
bardment continued, and it was thought that ths
city could not hold out much longer. Let us here
for a moment confider the fituation of the affairs of
the emprefs queen. By gaining two battles, her
enemy was in pofleflion of half Bohemia; a whole
army, and the capital of that kingdom was on the
point of furrendering to him ; to conclude all, her
remaining troops were terrified with former de-
feats. Such was the ftate of her affairs, when a ge-
neral, till then unknown, began to turn the fortune
of the war.

This was Leopold count Daun, who never had
commanded in chief before. One thing remarkable
concerning him, was, that although he was of avery
noble family, yet his rife in the imperial fervice was
owing merely to his merit, without being obliged to
any court favour for his promotions. He had gained
experience in various parts of Europe, under the
greateft generals, and in the moft illuftrious fcenes of
action. ,

This ccmmander had for fome time been colle&t-
ing the fcattered remains of the auftrian army; and
brought them within a few miles of Prague, always
taking care to encamp on fuch inacceffible eminences,
that 1t was impoflible to attack him; at the fame
time, he made feveral falfe attacks on the outward
pofls ot the pruflians, with his huffars, which were
oppoled by detachments from the prince of Bevern’s
army. At laft marfhal Daun drew into the important
camp at Colin, with defign to embarrafs the pruffians.
The king knowing how much that fitvation weuld
accompilifh Daun’s defigns, fearing that he would cut
off the prince of Bevern’s communication with the
army round Prague, and hearing that he was aétually
near 60,000 ftrong, refolved to diflodge him ; with

P this
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this intention, he left the camp before Prague, the
13th of june, to take the command of that corps, in
his road he was joined by feveral detachments, {0 that
the whole number of his army was about 32,000
men. On the 18th, about three in the afternoon, his
majefty attacked the auftrians, fo much fuperior in
numbers to his own troops, and entrenched in one
of the moft advantageous fituations that could be
chofen, defended by an immenfe artillery. Let it be
fufficient to fay, that the king of Pruffia did every
thing on this occafion, that the moft impetuous and
beft regulated courage, aflifted by that noble emula-
tion, infpired by the remembrance of fo many victo-
ries, could fuggeft. The pruflians returned to the
attack feven times, and never fought with greater
bravery. Both the king’s brothers were in the field,
and did every thing that could be expected from them.
At laft his majefty, at the head of his cavalry, made
one furious and conduding charge ; but all was un-
fuccefsful. In fhort, his majefty was obliged to draw
off his troops ; having fuffered very feverely in the
altion, but more fo from defertions, and all the ill
confequences of a defeat. We muft attribute the lofs
of this battle to the want of infantry and artillery,
and fighting on a ground, where the foot could not
be fuftained by the horfe ; befides thefe, the advan-
tageous fituation of the enemy, fo much more numer-
ous than the pruffians, their vaft artillery, the great
bravery they thewed in the aftion, and the courage
and {kill of marfhal Daun, all confpired to render the
great efforts of the pruffians ufelefs *.

* Soon after this battle, his pruffian majefty wrote the following
billet to one of his generals :

« I have no reafon to complain of the bravery of my troops,
*¢ orthe experience of my officers. I alone was in the fault, and I
« hope to repairit.” This noble and candid manner of owning his
faults, raifed the king's charater as an hero more than ever.

Although
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Although the king of Pruffia was defeated, yet his
troops retired in excellent order and unpurfued His
majefty was obliged to raife the fiege of Prague di-
rectly 5 marfhal KClth decamped from his {ide the
2oth, and the whole army prepared: with expedition
to retire.into Saxony. By the 16th of july the pruf-
fian army was encamped at Leitmaritz, and the head
quarters of the auftrians at Nifmes ; the pruflian army
were mafters of the Elbe. On the 211t he quitted this
camp, crofled the Elbe, and encamped at Lowofitz 5
in its way to Linais the 24th, he took poft at Nollen-
dorf, leaving marfhal Keith at the head of 25,000
men, to guard the pafles that lead from Bohemia to
Saxony. During the retreat of the prufiian army,
their rear and out parties were continually infefted
with the auftrians; but fuffered little from them.
The 26th, the king and his brother prince Henry
arrived with the army in the neighbourhood of Pirna,
where ‘they encamped. The prince of Pruffia had
retreated into Lufatia with another part of the army.
The auftrians followed him, and the latter end of
july, laid the town of Zittau in afhes, by a dread-
ful bombardment ; obliging the garrifon to furren-
der. The prince of Pruffia was then in danger of
being furrounded by the enemy, who were increal-
ing in Lufatia every day; but to prevent this, his
pruflian majefty left the camp near Pirna, the begin-
ing of auguft, crofied the Elbe, and marched with
part of hisarmy to his afliftance, leaving the remain-
der under marfhal Keith, to guard the paffes of the
mountains of Bohemia. By making this forced
march, the prince’s army was relieved, and the au-
ftrians obliged to retire to their pofts on the right :
here I fhall leave his majefty for the prefent.

The battle of Colin was fought at a moft critical
moment. The king, who before that expetted to
be mafter of Prague, and all Bohemia, in a few days,

Pa was
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was obliged to raife the fiege with lofs, and was
driven out of that kingdom, which, a little time be-
fore he expected to conquer, Had his majefty only
continued the fiege with vigor, and let the prince of
Bevern have watched Daun ; or, had he but taken a
more numerous army to fight him, how different a

face would this campaign have wore.

CHAP
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CHAP XIL

Motions of the French. Their army pafs the Rbine and
Wefer. Army of obfervation marches. Battle of Ha-
Slenbeck.  Comvention of Clofter- feven.  Ruflians enter
Pruffia.  Battle of Norkitten. King of Pruffia marches
into Lufatia. Offers the auftrians battle. Marches
into Saxony. Aufivians attack gemeral Winterfelds.
Swedes enter Pomerania.  General Haddick lays Berlin
under contribution. Ruffians retive.  Swedes retire.
Schweidnitz taken.  Battle of Breflan.  Breflau taken.
Bad fiate of the king of Pruffia’s affairs.

Obferved before, that the french court had refolved

o fend two armies into Germany, in quality of
allies to the emprefs queen. The principal one was
really defigned againft the electorate of Hanover,
confifting of 80,000 of the choiceft troops of France,
commanded by marfhal de Eftrees, having under
him M, de Contades, Mr. Chevert, and the count de
St. Germain, officers of reputation ; Munfter was
fixed upon for the head quarters, and the army was
in full march in the latter end of april, when it croffed
the Rhine. The other body of french troops was
commanded by the prince de Soubife, which, as [
before faid, was defigned to ftrengthen the army of
the empire. But before it pafled the Rhine, it made
itfelf mafter of Cleves, Meurs, and Guelders, be-
longing to the king of Pruffia, laying the country
under heavy contributions. In the mean time, the
army under marfhal de Eftrees continued its rout by
flow marches towards the electorate of Hanover; and
to oppofe him, the army of obfervation, which his
britannic majefty raifed, commanded by his royal
Highnefs the duke of Cumberland, was affembled by
the beginning of may, and confilted of about 40,000
hanoverians,
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hanoverians, and heflians; the part of Weftphalia be.

tween the Rhine and the Wefer is rough and barren,

and very difficult to {ubfift an army in, efpecially

fuch a one as d’Eftrees’s, which wis encumbered

with a vaft quantity of baggage, and a multitude of

ufelefs mouths. The duke of Cumberland threw all

the obftacles in his way that was pofiible, but they were

“overcome by the abilities of the french general ; who,
by his fuperiority of numbers, obliged the duke to

pafs the Wefer, and pafied it after him the beginning

of july. D’Eftrees was no fooner on the other fide

of the Wefer, than he laid all the neighbouring ftates

and country under exceflive contributions r the land-

graviate of Hefle Caflel was the firft that fuffered,

Minden on the Wefer, and Gottingen on the Leine,

teceived french garrifons, without oppofition. The

french general, from his camp at Stadt-Oldendotf,

fent to the regency of Hanover a requifition, dated the

21ft of july, demanding, that deputies fhould be {ent

to their head quarters, to treat about contributions,

&c. About this time, the duke of Cumberland, wha

was encamped near Hamelen, marched from thence

by Vorenburg, and Haftenbeck towards Halle; and

the better to obferve the motions of the enemy, and

if poffible, to ftop their progrefs ; his royal highnefs,

on the 19th of july, detached lieut, general Zaftrow,

with 12,000 men, to feize the important pafs of

Stadt-Oldendorf; but he came too late, the french

being already in pofleflion of it: Zaftrow then by a

forced march rejoined the duke’s army, at Latford, on
the Wefer. On the 2oth, d’Eftrees advanced with
his whole army into the fine plain at Stadt-Oldeldorf;
and the next day encamped at Halle; on the 24th,
the french drove the hanoverian parties from the vil-
lage of Latford ; and the duke perceiving it was the
intention of the enemy to attack him, drew up his

army on the height between the Wefer and the woods,

with his right towards that river, and his left clofe to

the
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the wood, the village of Haftenbeck being in his
front. In the evening he withdrew all his out pofts,

and the army laid on their arms all night. The
25th in the morning, the enemy appeared, march-
ing in columns, as if they intended to atrack the
hanoverians, and cannonaded them very feverely the
whole day,/with an artillery much fuperior to the
duke’s : that night the army alfo laid on their arms.

At five the next morning, the cannonade began again,
with great fury, upon a hanoverlan battery, fuppmted
by the heffian infantry and cavalry, who ftood the
brunt of the fire with incredible bravery, and fteadi-
nefs. At feven in the evening, the firing of {mall
arms began on the hanoverian left; the cannonadmo
continuing for 6 hours, all the while without inter-
miflion. The duke had placed fome grenadiers in
the wood, who finding that great numbers of the
enemies troops were marching about them, retired
and joined the left of the army, on which the french
poflefled themfelves of the hanoverian battery on
the left, without oppofition. It was here that the
hereditary prince of Brunfwic diftinguithed himfelf,
by attacking and repulfing a fuperior force of the
enemy, and retaking the battery. The french being
in pofleffion of a height that flanked both the duke’s
lines of infantry, he ordered the army to retreat,
which was done in good order, to Hamelen. Itwas
confidently faid, that his royal highnefs had won the
battle, but did not know it ; thus far is certain, that
the french who marched into the woods of Lauen-
ftein, were feized with a pannic, {uppofing they were
ready to be attacked by the hanoverians, and fired on
one another; and if their confternation had been
known, and a well regulated attack had been made
on that part of their army, it would probably have
been defeated. It was afferted pofitively, that de
Eftrees had word brought him from all quarters, that

the enemy appeared on the right and left, and were
going



( 220 )

going to flank him, which determined him to alter hig
difpofition. :

The duke of Cumberland, from Hamelen, retreated
to Hoya, where he encamped ; but moved to Verden,
on the 12th of auguft. On the 6th of that month,
marfhal d” Eftrees refigned his command, to marfhal
duke de Richelieu, who fuperfeded him, by means
of madam de Pompadour’s intereft with the king of
France. Richelieu advanced faft upon the hanoveri-
ans ; the duke of Cumberland retreated towards
Stade : and Bremen opened its gates to the conque-
ror. By the beginning of feptember, the duke was
encamped under the canoon of Stade.

By his royal highnefs’s retreating after the battle of
Haftenbeck, into the dutchy of Bremen, he was
cooped up without a poffibility of efcaping from the
french, unlefs there had been a fleet of fhips ready
at Stade, to have embarked his army for England,
where they would have done no good; but if the
duke had retired towards Magdeburg, his army would
have been of great fervice to the caufe, by joining
the troops of the king of Pruffia, and once more
oppofing the french ; for it was to be expected, that
they would not content themfelves with the pofieffion
of Hanover, but would march againft the king of
Pruffia, asfoon aspoffible. The plan which his royal
highnefs followed, had very different confequences.
Under the mediation of the king of Denmark, the
remarkable convention of Clofter-Seven was figned,
the 8th of feptember, by which 38,000 hanoverians
laid down their arms, and had quarters afligned them
by the french general, in, and round about Stade, out
of which they were not to move. The troops of
Hefle, Bruniwic *, and Saxe-Gotha, were fent back to
their refpective countries, and difpofed of as it was
agreed between their fovereigns, and the king of
France,

\ & Vide appendix.
Hiftory,
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Hittory, I believe, can hardly produce a cafe pa-
fallel to this. That an army of above 40,000 thould,
by a convention, and without ﬁtrhting, lay down their
arms, and become prifoners of war, (only under a
different name) is really to me aftonithing. All the
remarks I thall add on this unaccountab1° affair are,
that the king of Pruffia this campaign, with 32,000
men attacked marfhal Daun with 60,000 and fought
that defperate battle I have before fpoke of : with
25,000 the fame monarch afterwards gained the battle
of Rofbach, againft 50,000 french, &c. and laftly,
the battle of Minden was gained by 40,000 men
againft 95,000 french. So much depends on the
commander of an army ! But to quote more inftances
of this nature would be tedious ; his royal highnefs
the duke’s abilities have before been difplayed 1n the
plains of Fontenoy, more confpicuoufly than it is in
my power to paint them.

The french army having thus glorioufly ended the .
campaign in Hanover. Marfhal Richelieu marched
his troops towards the dominions of the king of
Proffia. I before obferved, that befides this army,
the french fent another into Germany, under the
prince de Soubife ; which joined the troops of the
empire, and were in full march to attack the king of
Prafiia. T fhall leave the operations of thefe two ar-
mics for the prefent, and turn towards another quar-
ter, where we fhall find new enemies advancing againft
his pruffian majefty.

The ruflian army of 80,000 men, had been ad-
vancing by dilatory marches for fome time, under
the field marthal Apraxin. They had got no further
than Wilna, by the 6th of june, in their way towards
Kowno, the general rendezvous. And at the fame
time, fome ruffian cruifers blocked up the ports of
Konigfberg, and Memel. However, in the begin-
ing of july, the ruffians made themfelves mafters of
Memel ; they then divided their forces, one body be-

lﬂg
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ing commanded by Apraxin himfelf, and the other Bj*
general Fermor. Marfhal Lehwald, at the head of
about 30,000 pruffians, commanded in Pruffia; the
14th of july he quitted his camp at Infterburg, and
encamped in the neighbourhood of Welaw, with de-
fign to cover Konigfberg., The ruffian general fent
numerous detachments over moft parts of Pruffia,
burning and deftroying the country with the moft
horrid barbarity. Lehwald finding himfelf not ftrong
enough to cover the country, and protet it from the
javage enemy, refolved to attack their main army, in
its entrenchments; which he did on the 30th of au-
guft. The ruffian army amounting to 80,000 regu-
lars, was entrenched in a moft advantageous camp,
near Norkitten. It was compofed of four lines, each
of which was defended by an entrenchment, with' a
numerous artillery, and batteries placed on all the
eminences. Lehwald’s army hardly confifted of 30,000
men. The attack began at 5 in the morning, and
was carried on with fo much vigor, that the pruffians
entirely broke the whole firft line of the enemy, and
forced all their batteries. The ruffian cavalry was
routed, and a regiment of grenadiers cut in pieces.
But when marfhal Lehwald came up to the fecond en-
trenchment, feeing that he could not attempt to carry
it without expofing his whole army, took the refo-
lution to retire, which he did in excellent order, with-
out the enemy’s ever ftirring out of their entrench-
ments to purfue him, The lofs of the pruffians did
not exceed 3000 men ; but it was very evident, that
the ruflians muft have loft four times as many, al-
though conquerors ; the pruffians loft 11 pieces of can-
non. Lehwald, after the battle, returned to his camp
at Welaw ; but in afew days changed its pofition, en-
camping at Peterfwalde. That great general, though
defeated, was more formidable, after the battle, tothe
ruffians, than they were to him; he maintained his

pofts, and kept them from advancing.
In
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In the mean time the king of Pruffia was very hard
puthed himfelf. I left him juft retired into Saxony,
after the unfortuaate battle of Collin. Finding that
the auftrian army made the greateft efforts towards
Lufatia; the prince of Pruffia, at the head of his
army, had pofted himfelf near Walter{dorf, to cover
the country; but, as marfhal Daun advanced very
brifkly towards him, he was in danger of being fur-
rounded : upon which, the king, who was near Dref-
den with his army, crofifed the Elbe, the latter end of
Jjuly, and advanced to the affiftance of the prince his
brother, whofe army, with this reinforcement, then
amounted to 45,000 men ; leaving 25,000 men under
marfhal Keith, at Lenai, on the other {ide of the
Elbe. The king marched to Bautzen, where he join-
ed the prince. By his majefty’s orders, marthal Keith
marched from Lenai through Drefden, with 20 bat-
talions and 40 {quadrons, crofled the Elbe, and joined
him at Bautzen, leaving prince Maurice of Anhale
Deffau, with 12 battalions and 10 {quadrons encamp-
ed at Pirna, to check theincurfions of the auftrian
regulars. The king’s army, after the jun&ion with
Keith, confifted of 60,000 men, he marched the
soth of july from Bautzen, towards Gorlitz, upon
which, the auftrians retired from Labau, encamping
between Gorlitz and Zittau. The king having made
feveral motions, took poft on the r5th of auguft at
Budin. It was here that he had continual advices of
the approach of the army of the empire, and the
french under Soubife, towards Saxony ; as they ad-
vanced very faft, he refolved to leave Lufatia, and
march his army againft them ; but as he wanted ex-
tremely firft to fight the auftrians, he endeavoured
by all poflible means to bring them to a battle ; on
the 16th, he drew up his army within fight of the
auftrians. ‘The next day he reconnoitred their fitua-
tion ; and, to leave nothing undone that might bring
onan action, he fent general Winterfelde, with 16,000

men,
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men, on the other fide of the Neiffe, to try to tike
them in flank. Finding it impoflible to draw them
toabattle, he fuddenly decamped, leaving the prince
of Bevern, prince Ferdinand, and general Winter-
terfeldt, with 30,000 men near Gorlitz, to obferve
the auftrians. His majefty took the road to Drefden,
where he arrived the 29th, in his way towards Er-
turth, with defign to fight the french and imperia-
lifts.
No fooner was his majefty gone, but the auftrians
_came out of their camp, and began to fhew them-
felves every where. On the 14th of feptember, 15,000
auftrians attacked two battalions of Winterfeldt’s ar-
my, which they cut in pieces; and, as the general
was marching to their affiftance, he received a wound
of which he foon after died. The lofs of fo brave a
general, was the greateft which the pruflians fuftained
on this occafion. Indeed, the king of Pruflia was
at this time very hard preffed by his enemies; in the
beginning of this month, 22,000 {wedes penetrated
into pruffian Pomerania, and laid the neighbouring
country under contribution. Berlin itfelf was alfo in
danger, from another quarter. General Haddick with
a large detachment of troops from the auftrian army
at Gorlitz, by forced marches pierced through Lu-
fatia, part of Brandenburg, and prefented himfelf be-
fore Berlin, on the 16th of o¢tober; the next day,
the city paid him a contribution of 200,000 crowns,
on which he retired precipitately, on hearing that
prince Maurice was advancing againft him. The.
prince fet out from Torgau the 15th, and arrived at
Berlin on the 18th, only one day too late.

The ruflians, in the mean time, after exercifing
fuch barbarities, as would fhock humanity to relate
them, made a moft precipitate retreat out of Pruffia;
they began their march the 13th of feptember, leav-
ing their fick and wounded to the amount of near
10,000 men 3 they gained three marches on Lehwald,
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To that, although he difpatched prince George of Hol-
ftein, with 10,000 men to purfue them, they were
got too far. They took their rout through Lithua-
nia, towards Ruffia. This retreat enabled marthal
Lehwald to turn his arms againft the fwedes 5 he not
only recovered that part of pruflian Pomerania which
the enemy had conquered ; but alfo, all fwedith Po-
merania, except the town of Stralfund ; leaving their
ally, the duke of Mecklenburg, to feel the weight of
the pruffian arms. This nation did nothing to make
them worthy of their warlike anceftors, who had fo
often been the terror of Germany.

His pruffian majefty’s affairs wore a more melan-
choly face in Silefia. The king was no fooner gone
into Saxony, than the auftrians poured into that pro-
vince, from all quarters. One body of them had
opened the trenches before Schweidnitz the 27th of
oftober ; and it did not capitulate before the r1th of
november, The prince of Bevern was encamped near
Breflau, to watch the motions of prince Charles, with
the main army, who was near him. On the taking
of Schweidnitz (with a garrifon of 4000 menj the
army which befieged it, joined prince Charles and
marfhal Daun, near Breflau, when it was determined
to attack the prince of Bevern in his intrenchments,
under the walls of that city, which was executed the
22d of november, with a treble fuperiority of num-
bers. The pruffians {uftained their attack with amaz-
ing intrepidity. The auftrians loft near 20,000 men.
A great part of their army had retired from the feld
of battle, and the reft were preparing to retire ; when
all at once the pruffian generals took the fame refo-
lutions. A partof their army had fuffered a great
deal in the engagement. They became apprehenfive
of a total defeat, in cafe their intrenchments fhouid
be forced in any part. Accordingly they retired be-
hind the Oder. Soon after the auftrians retux:ned,
and with amazement faw themfelves mafters of the
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field of battle, which they had but juft been obliged
to relinquith. There certainly was fomething very
ambiguous in the conduét of the pruflian generalsin
Silefia; the king found the want of old marfhal
Schwerin more than ever. One thing, to appearance,
was very remarkable, and gave rife to a thoufand
conjectures ; the prince of Bevern, two days after the
battle, as he was reconnoitring without efcort, and
attended only by a groom, was taken by an advanced
party of croats, a {mall body of whom had paffed
the Oder. The auftrians timmediately improved their
victory ; their advantage, though very dearly bought,
was followed by many others; Breflau capitulated
the 24th; and here they found, as at Schweidnitz,
vaft quantities of provifion, ammunition, and mo-
ney. Almoft all Silefia was on the point of falling
into their hands. Indeed, the fitvation of his pruf-
fian majefty at this time, was terrible, Part of Pruf-
fia laid wafte by the brutal ferocity of the ruffians;
part of Pomerania by the fwedes : all his weftphalian
dominions, together with Halberftadt, and part of
Magdeburg, in the poffeflion of the french, who wete
making incurfions even into Brandenburg : Berlin it-
felf laid under contributions ; Silefia conquered by the
auftrians ; and laftly, Saxony and Lufatia partly eat
up by the auftrians, and the army of the empire, join-
ed with the french. Such was the ftate of this mo-
narch’s dominions. For the prefent we muft leave him,

marching to defend Saxony, againft the prince of Sous
bife.
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CHAP XL

Affairs in  England. Parliamentary affairs.  Tranf-
actions at fea.  Secret expedition againft Rochfors.
Mifearries.  Court Martial.  Affairs in north Ame-
rica. Troops embark for Louifburg. The Ex-
pedition laid afide.  Holbourn’s fleet fhattered in a
Sflorm.  Fort William Henry taken.  Affairs in Germa-
ny. Battle of Rofbach. King of Pruffia marches into
Silefia.  Battle of Liflau. Breflau taken. Schweidnitz
blockaded.  Silefia conquered.  Pruffian and aufirian
armies go into winter quarters.  Violent exceffes of the
french in Hanover.  Hanoverian army refumes its arms.
‘Siege of Harbourg. They go into winter quarters.
Recapitulation of the events of the year 1757.

' N the mean time, the englifh were pluming them-
felves with the viCories of their illuftrious ally ;
they won none themfelves. The miniftry was dif-
liked, and their adminiftration weak and confufed ;
in fhort, we muft not rank the year 1757 as glorious
in the annals of Britain. Several fleets had been or-
dered out to cruife, in expeétation of meeting with
french fhips ; but they were generally unfuccefsful:
Admiral Bofcawen in june, commanded one, which
cruifed at cape St. Vincent; admiral Townthend ar-
rived from Jamaica, where he had been very fuccefsful
againft the fmall craft of the french. But thefe aétions
are not of any great eclat, nor of any great confe-
quence in themfelves. The tranfactions in the britifh
parliament, were indeed, of more importance. In
confequence of feveral fpeeches and meiTages from his
majelty, they had at different times, between january
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and may, granted his majefty, for the year 1454, ups
wards of 8,350,000 1. *. .

In the month of june, there happened an unex-
pected change in the englith mibiftry, which will juttly
be reckoned a remarkable ®ra, inthe englith hittory,
A coalition of parties was hardly hoped for s but yet
it was brought about, Mr. Pitt was again reftored
to the office of fecretary of ftate; the duke of New-
caftle ‘was placed at the head of the treafury, and
Mr. Fox was appointed pay-mafter of the forces.
This arrangement gave very general fatisfattion: the
nation were fanguine in their hopes of better fuccefs
in the war, now the violence of parties were extip-
guithed, and the new miniftry formed a {cheme to gra-
tify this eager defire. It is now time to give fome
account of it.

As one captain Clerk was returning from Gibraltar,
in his way to England, in 1754 ; he came along the
weftern coaft of France. And by the politenefs of
the governor of Rochefort, was thewn the dock, for.
tifications, and every thing elfe in that city. In july,
1757, he was ordered to communicate, to fir John
Ligonier, what obfervations he had made there ; he
accordingly wrote him an account of the fortifications,
reprefenting them fo bad, that the miniftry refolved
to undertake an expedition againft it; and were de-
termined in this refolution, on feeing an authentic
account of the military force of France, which they
alfo received in july, By this it appeared, that the
french army, in the beginning of the war, confifted
only of 157,347 men, including militia. In auguft,

* For the navy — — 3,503,940 1,
For the army —_— — 2,398,197
For the heflians -~ —_ 300,572
For the hanoverians — - 74478
Sundrys _— - — 2,072,813
8,350,000
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1755, an augmentation was made of 29,000 foot,
and 2500 dragoons. In december following, 5500
horfe were further raifed. It alfo appeared by this
memorial, that, in july 1757, the whole french army
(without reckoning the militia and invalids, which
were about 67,000) was under 200,000 men. The
iflands of Minorca, Corfica, with America, and the
‘Weft-Indies, took up 30,000 men. Mathal ’Eftree’s
army, if the regiments were complete, would amount
to 92,000; Richelieu’s to 32,000 ; a body of 6 or
7000 in garrifon at Toulon, Marfellles, &c. By
which it appears, that there were 160,000 regular
troops employed, 40,000 then remained for garrifons,
from Sedan to the frontiers of Switzerland, without
{peaking of Flanders, and the coaft, 20,000 from St.
Vallery to Bergue, and 10,000 more from St, Vallery
to Bourdeaux.

From this memorial, it appeared to the miniftry,
that the particular ports on the weftern coaft of France
muft be very weakly garrifoned. A confiderable in-
ducement to undertake the expedition.  Sir Edward
Hawke received his orders in the beginning of au-
guft, and in confequence repaired to Spithead, to col-
le&t the thipping together. In the fecret inftructions
to him, and fir John Mordaunt, the general of the
land forces, they were directed to make their attack
upon Rochfort ; and in cafe it fucceeded, or failed,
Port I’Orient, or Bourdeaux were next to be confi-
dered, as the moft important objeéts of their arms. A
camp had been formed in the ifle of Wight, ever
fince the beginning of auguft, confifting of the old
buffs, the king’s, Kingfley’s, Hume’s, Hodlon’s,
Brudenel’s, Loudon’s, Corawallis’s, Amhur{‘c’s, and
Bentinck’s regiments of 'foot, containing 700 men
each complete, which in all was 7000, with two bat-
talions of marines, and one troop of light horfe,
Thefe forces were embarked on board 45 tranfports,
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convoyed by a grand fleet * of men of war. This
noble armament failed the 8th of feptember. On the
2oth, they made the ifle of Oleron, in the bay of
Bifcay, over againft Rochfort. The 23d, they came
in fight of the little ifland of Aix, which lies in the
mouth of the river, leading up to Rochfort. Capt,
Howe, by order of the admiral, in the Magnanime,
attacked ihe fort on this ifland. Lord B ——m,
who went a volunteer +, in another fhip of the fqua-
dron, has fince told me, that although the object of
Mr. Howe’s attack was but inconfiderable, yet his con-
du& init was admirable. The french, when he came;
within gun-thot, fired ineffectually achim ; he received
their fire, and continued to bear down with the great-
eft compofure, till he dropt his anchors clofe under
the walls of the fort, and then began fo terrible and,
inceflant a fire, that his fhip feemed to be one conti-
nued flame ; ip about an hour, the governor firuck
his flag, when the fmoak cleared up, and difcovered
not a fort, but a heap of rubbith, ' '

On the 25th, a council of war was called, by de-
fire of general Mordaunt, to confider of the expedi-

¥ Confifting of the following fhips ;

Guns. Guns,
Royal George 100 Intrepid 64
Ramilies 90 Medway 64
Neptune 9o Daunkirk 6o
Namure go Achilles 6o
Princefs Amelia 80 America 6o
Barfleur 80 6 Frigates
Royal William 84 2 Bombketches
Msgnanime 8o 2 Fire thips
To.bay 74 2 Hofpital fhips
Dublin 74 6 Cutters,
Burferd

74

+ This amiable young nobleman, has fince attended the army
under prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, as a volunteer, in two cam-
paigns. He was taken very ill at the latter end of the firft, at Caffel,
fo that lord Granby defired him not to rifk his health by venturing
on a fecond campaign; but his lordfhip’s great bravery, and ea-
ger inclination to ferve his country, rendered him deaf to allin-
treaties,
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ency of landing to attack Rochfort, in which it was
granted by every body, that landing could be effected 5
but that the place could not be taken by efcalade. The
general then defired another, which was held on the
28th, and wherein it was alfo unanimoufly agreed, that
it was advifeable to land the troops with all poflible
difpatch. Immediately the difpofition was made for
the landing, under admiral Broderick, and all the
captains ; part of the troops were in the boats ; when
on the zoth, the admiral received a letter from Mr.
Broderick, importing, that the generals were come to
a refolution not to land that night, but to wait till
next morning.  Sir Edward Hawke then fent to know
of fir John Mordaunt, whether the general officers
had any further military operations to propofe ; that
if they had not, he intended to proceed to England
with the fquadron without lofs of time : in anfwer to
which, fir John informed him, that having TALKED
1T ovER with the general officers, they all agreed in
returning directly to England ; and accordingly, this
moft formidable armada arrived at St. Hellen’s the
6th of oftaber.

Never did there appear fo general a difcontent, as
fpread throughout the nation, on the failure of this
expedition ; it was equalled by nothing, but the ar-
dent expectations of fuccefs before the fleer failed.
One party threw all the blame on the minifters, who
planned the fcheme. The other laid all the fault on
the commanders, who ought to have executed it.
But his majefty, by his warrant of the 1ft of novem-
ber, appointed a board of general officers, to enquire
into the caufes of the failure of the expedition ; they
met the 12th, and by their report, affigned feveral
reafons, why the expedition failed ; which reafons were
fo many abfolute cenfures on the condutt of the com-
mander. The general officers were, the duke of
Marlborough, lord George Sackville, and gen. Wald-

grave. )
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This determination of the board of enquiry, was
far from being fatisfactury to his majefty ; by another
warrant, dated the 3d of december, a general court
marfhal ¥ was appointed to fit upon the trial of fir
John Mordaunt, which met the 14th, and continued
firting till the 20th 3 when they all unanimoufly were
of opinion, that fir John Mordaunt was not guilty of
the charge exhibited againft him, and did therefore
acquit him.

To determine where the fault of the expedition’s
failing, really laid, is a matter very difficult. We
found, that a board of officers cenfured the comman-
der, on account of his behaviour, and a court martial
acquitted him; the greater number of the publica-
tions, (many of them very ftupid ones) we read on
this affair, the more we fhall be perplexed. Thus
much, I thizk feems pretty plain; that the {cheme
of making a diverfion on France, with defign to affift
the king of Pruflia, by drawing the french troops

* And confifted of the following members,

Licut. general Lord Tyrawley, prefident.
Licut. general Charles lord Cadogan,
Lieut, general John Guife,
Lieut. general Richard Onflow,
Licut. general Henry Pultency,
Lieat. general fir Charles Howard,
Lieut. general John Hutke,
Lieut, general John lord Delawar,
Lieut. general James Cholmondeley.
Major general Maurice Bockland,
Major general William earl of Panmure,
Major general William ear]l of Ancram,
Major general William earl of Harrington,
Major general George earl of Albemarle,
Major general Herry Holmes,
Major general Alexander Drary,
Major general John Moyftyn,
Major general Edward Carr.
Colonel William Kingfley,
Colonel Alexander Duroure,
Coionel Bennet Noel.

Charles Gould, deputy judge advocate general.
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out of Germany, was a_good one; provided there
were not troops enough in every part of that coaft,
to defend itfelf. It did not appear that this was
not the cafe at Rochfort; I fhould alfo fuppofe,
that the month of feptember was too late for fuch an
expedition, efpecially in the boifterous bay of Bifcay.
In fhort, the defign was not planned in a perfet man-
ner, by the miniftry: and we muft fay the fame of
the execution ; there were fome miftakes, which joined
to the former, rendered it ineffeCtual: But the mi-
niftry certainly deferved praife in one particular (al-
though in fome others, the plan might be defeive)
in forming a defign to employ with advantage our
naval force, in an expedition, which, had it fucceeded,
would have been of great confequence, if not by af-
fifting the king of Pruffia, at leaft in deftroying the
fource of the naval power of France.

The operatjons of the britith arms in north Ame-
rica were not more brilliant, I left admiral Hol-
bourn juft arrived at Hallifax, in the beginning of
july, from England with a grand fleet *, and lord

* Confifting of the following fhips, including thofe which were
in north America, viz. one fhip of the line, and 12 frigates,

Ships. Men. Guns.  Ships. Men. Guns,
Newarlk 700 8o Port Mahon 150 22
Invincible 700 74 Nightingale 150 22
Grafton 50 68 Kennington 150 20
Terrible 630 74 Elphingham 150 20
Northumberland 520 68 Ferrit floop 120 16
Captain 580 68 Furnacebomb 100 16
Orford ~ 520 68 ditto 100 16
Bedford 480 64 Vulture floop 100 14
Naflau 480 64 Hunter 100 14
Sunderland 400 64 Speedwell 90 12
Defiance 400 64 Hawke 100 12
Tilbury 400 64 Gibraltar’s prize 8o 12
Kingfton 400 6o Jamaica 100 . 14
‘Windfor 350 54 Lightning fire fhip o
Sutherland 300 50 —
Winchelfea 160 24 10,200 1350
Succefs 150 2z
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Loudon waiting there for him with great impatience;
The armament confifted of 17 fhips of the line, 14
frigates-and floops, two bombs, one fire thip, with
179 tranfports, making 18,000 tons englith thips,
and 15,616 north american; 100 pieces of brafs
cannon, in 10 large thips, horfes, fteers, &c. in four
others, and feveral more loaded with facines, gabions,
&ec. 'The army confifted of 15 regiments, 500 men
af the train, 500 rangers, and 100 carpenters, mak-
ingall 11,000 effective land forces. The firft thing
which the commander did, was to difpatch fome vel-
fels for intelligence of the enemy’s fituation and
ftrength. And in the mean time, the troops were
exercifed in attacking a fham fort, according to the
rules of war, lord Loudon very rightly judging, that
this was a proper employment for them till he failed *,

When the vefiels returned, they brought advice of
a fleet’s being arrived at Louifburgh; and, on the
4th of auguft, a french prize was brought into Hali-
fax, by whofe papers it appeared, that there were then
in the harbour, 14 fail of the line, 12 frigates, 4000.
regulars, befides 3000 belonging to the garrifon. This
news immediately fufpended thepreparations which had
been made to embark. Councils of war were held one’
after another. The refult of the whole was thatas the.
place was fo well reinforced, the french fleet fuperior to
ours, and the feafon fo far advanced, it was moft
prudent to defer the enterprize till a more favourable
opportunity. I do not fee any great reafon to find
fault with this determination, confidering the circum-
ftances abovementioned, although it was much found
fault with in England. Lord Loudon returned to
New York, and the admiral {et fail for Louifburg,

* It was on this account, that lord Charles Hay condemned lord
Loudon’s condutt, as « Keeping the courage of his majefty’s fol-
« diers at bay, and expending the nation’s wealth, in making fham
« fights, and planting cabbages.” For which he was, with the ad~
vice of a council of war, ordered under arreft.
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in hopes to bring the french fleet to a battle; but
with what reafon, he fthould fuppofe, that they would
hazard one, I know not, as their only bufinefs was
to protet the town. The englifh fquadron ftayed
off the harbour, till the 25th of feptember, when
they were thattered in a moft terrible ftorm, in which
one of our fhips was loft, eleven difmafted, and the
‘reft returned to England in a very bad condition.

This was the end of the expedition againft Louif-
burg ; in which fo great a force was fo ineffectually
ufed : we attribute the bad fuccefs to the long delay
of Holbourn’s fleet in England, it ought certainly to
have been ready to fail {ooner, and then fo much
would not have depended upon the wind and weather.
Lord Loudon’s condué has heen very much blamed,
with what reafon, I confefs, I cannot fee.

The reader may remember, that before general
Johnfon’s victory over the french, there was built a
fort, called William Henry, on the fouth edge of lake
Geofge, in order to command that lake, and cover
our frontiers. The fort was ftrong at prefent, gar-
rifoned by 2500 men; and general Webb with 4000
men was pofted at no great diftance. The french,
when they were informed that lord Loudon was gone
on the Louifburg expedition, made great preparations
to attack this fort ; the marquis de Montcalm brought
againtt it 8ooo regulars and indians, with a very good
artillery to befiege it in form. Itis here neceffary to
enquire, whether Montcalm could do all this fo near
Crown Point, without general Webb’s knowing it.
If he was not informed of it, where were his fcouts,
fo neceffary in that country : if he was informed of
it, which is the common opinion, why did he not
colle¢t the neighbouring militia, and put the fort in
the beft pofture of defence, he would have been of
equal, perhaps fuperior force to the french ; but this
not being done, the confequences were, that the french
after a fix days fiege, took the fort the gth of a{ltl-
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guft; it furrendering by the advice of general Webb,
The garrifon marched out with their arms, and en.
gaged not to ferve during 18 months ; the french fa-
vages paid no regard to the capitularion ; but com-
mitted a thoufand outrageous barbarities. And all
was fuffered by 2000 men, with arms in their hands,
againft a diforderly crew of barbarians. The enemy
having demolifhed the fort, carried off every thing
with the veflels on the lake, departing without mak-
ing any further attempts. There 'is fuch an intricate
darknefs in this affair, that were it cleared wup, I fear
a ftain would fomewhere be difcovered, This was
the end of our third campaign in north America, we
had atually near 20,000 regular troops, and a navy
of upwards of 20 fhips of the line, and yet our forts
were taken from us, and our indian allies left de-
fencelefs, to the mercy of the enemy; and without
our doing any one action, that could repay us for al}
this load of bad fuccefs and difhonour. '

It is in Germany only we muft look for more bril-
liant and decifive altions. I left his pruffian majefty’
returning from Lufatia, in his way to Saxony, with
defign to fight the imperialifts and french, who were
advancing towards Mifnia. His majefty reached Er-
furth, the 14th of {eptember, by the rout of Pegau,
Naumburg, Frankenau, Buttleftadt; from Erfurth,
the king detached prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick
with feven battalions and ten {quadrons, and fome ar-
tillery, towards Halberftadr ; to watch the motions of
marfhal Richelieu’s army. The combined army left
Erfurth the 11th, on the approach of the pruffians,
and retired to Eifenach, where they were encamped
during the king of Pruffia’s ftay at Erfurth ; but be-
ing reinforced confiderably, they then advanced, and
his majefty retired in his turn : the reafon of which
was, he wanted to fight them as near Mifna, and as
deep in the winter as he could, becaufe, if he was
vitorious, a defeat at that feafon, would difenable his
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enemy from adting any more, at leaft that year. On
‘the contrary, if he failed, Saxony was at hand for
him to retire into, and which the enemy could make
make little impreflion on in winter. (On the 28th,
he marched back to Buttleftadt ; on which the com-
bined army fixed their quarters at Gotha. His pruf-
fian majefty finding that the enemy advanced with
fpeed, thought it time to fight them : he took that re-
folution the 24th of oftober, when his army hap-
pened to be divided into feveral corps, fome of them
at the diftance of 20 leaguesafunder. Marfhal Keith
was in Leipfick with feven battalions, and his ma-
jefty, on being informed that the enemy were march-
ing direGtly towards that city, collefted his whole
army together, with fuch expedition, that it was
united by the 27th, remaining at Leipfick the 28th
and 29th; it was then imagined, that the bat-
tle would be fought on the plains of Lutzen. On
the goth, the king drew nigh that place; and pafled
the Sala with his army at Weiffenfels, Merfeburg,
and Halle, and joined again the 3d, over againit the
enemy. On the s5th, intelligence was brought the
king, that the combined army was in motion ; in
thort, the two armies met at the village of Rof-
bach. The latter was commanded by the prince of
Saxe Hilburghaufen, and Soubife, and confifted of
50,000 men complete. The prufiians did not amount
to 25,000 *.

His

* Jult before the battle began, which was to decide the fate of
{o many nations, the king of Pruflia addrefled his troops in the
follqwing words :

«¢ My dear friends, the hour is come, in which all that is, and
all that ought to be dear to us, depends upon the {words which
are now drawn for the battle. Time permits me to fay but little :
nor is there occafion to fay much. You know that there is no la-
bour, no hunger, no cold, no watching, no danger, that I have
not fhared with youn hitherto; and you now fee me ready to lay
down my lifc with you, and for you, All T akk is the fame pledge
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His pruffian majefty had determined to make thé
attack with one wing only, and the difpofition of the
enemy made it neceffary, that it fhould be the left
wing. All the cavalry of his right, was marched to
his left, and formed over againft that of the enemy.
Upon which the pruffian cavalry moved on immedi-
ately, the french cavalry advanced to meet them,
and the charge was very fierce, feveral regiments of
the french coming on with great refolution. The
advantage however, was entirely on the fide of the
pruflians. The french cavalry being routed, was pur-
fued for a confiderable time, with the greateft fpi-
rit.  But having afterwards gained an eminence;
which gave them an opportunity of rallying, the
pruflian horfe fell on them afrefh, and gave them
fo thorough a defeat, that they betook themfelves to
flight in the utmoft diforder, which happened at four
in the afternoon. Whilft the cavalry charged, the
pruffian infantry opened themfelves, enduring a very
brifk cannonade from the enemy, which did fome
execution ; and in about a quarter of an hour their
fire began. The french could neither ftand it nor
refift the valour of their enemies, who gallantly
marched up to their batteries, which being carried
one after another, they gave way in the greateft
confufion. As the left wing of the pruffians advanc-
ed, theright changed its pofition, and meeting with
a fmall rifing ground, they planted 16 piecesof heavy
artillery, the fire of which taking the left wing of
the enemy in front, galled them extremely, At five
the victory was decided, the cannon ceafed, and the
fiench fled on all fides. The king of Pruffia ex-

of fidelity and affeftion, that F give, And let me add, not as an
incitement to your courage, but as a teftimony of my own grati-
tude, that from this hoor, until you go into quarters, your pay
fhall be double: Acquit yourfelves like men, and put your confi-
dence in God.” The effet this fpeech had upon the men, amounted
almoft to an heroic phrenfy, a good prognoflication of fuccefs.
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pofed himfelf to the hotteft of the fire, in leading on
his troops. The french left 3000 men dead on the
field of battle; 63 pieces of cannon, a great many
colours; eight french generals, 250 officers of diffe- -
rent ranks, and 6000 private men were taken. The
darknefs of the night, alone faved from total de-
ftruction the fcattered remains of an army, {o numer-
ous and formidable in the morning. The 6th, the
conquerors purfued the run-aways to Freyburg, and
the 8th and gth to Erfurth.

His pruffian majefty no fooner had purfued his
enemy as far as Erfurth, than he turned back, and
began a march of upwards of 200 miles, with that
very army, which had before the battle been collected
from places above 100 miles diftant from each
other. The king made a rapid march through Thu-
ringia, Mifnia, and Lufatia, in his way to fight the
auftrians in Silefia. He fet out from Leipfick the
12th of november, with 19 battalions and 28 {qua-
drons. 'Whilft this corps was on their march, mar-
tha] Keith, with another, got into Bohemia, through
the defiles of Pafsberg ; and marched towards Prague,
taking a confiderable magazine at Leitmeritz. The
two auftrian generals Haddick and Marfhal, who
were pofted in Lufatia, to obftru® his majefty’s
march, fled before him. He arrived the 24th, at
Naumburg, on the Queifs, and by making forced
marches entered Silefia, and arrived at Parchwitz,
near the Oder, the 28th. The prince of Bevern’s
army joined the king here ; and foon after the garri-
fon of Schweidnitz, which were conducting to prifon
by the auftrians, being but weakly guarded, and
hearing by accident of the victory of Rofbach, it an-
nimated them fo much, that they rofe upon the efcort,
difperfed them, and by the greateft chance joined the
king’s army in its march, adding a confiderablz
ftrength to it. The royal army having refled a day,
marched on the 4th to Neumarck. -

L 0¢



(240 )

The auftrians, in the mean time, confiding in their
numbers, on his pruffian majefty’s approach, aban-
doned their ftrong camp (the fame which the prince
of Bevern had before occupied) and advanced to meet
the king, with a refolution to give him battle. The
two armies met the sth of december, near the vil-
lage of Leuthen : the auftrians were commanded by
prince Charles of Lorrain, affifted by marfhal Daun,
the latter of whom had taken all poffible precautions
to throw a multitude of impediments in the way of
his pruffian majefty ; the ground which they occupied,
had all the advantage of natural fituation, improved
to the utmoft with great diligence and fkill : the
army was drawn up on a plain, except in fome parts
it had fmall eminences, which count Daun had fur-
rounded with artillery ; fome hills on his right and
left were alfo covered with batteries of cannon; in
his front were many thickets and caufeways; but to
render the whole as impenetrable as poffible, he had
felled a vaft number of trees, and fcattered them in
the way. In this formidable fituation was pofted
40,000 auftrians, excellent troops, and commanded
by count Daun ; the only general who had fnatched
a victory from the pruffian hero. .

His majefty heffitated not a moment ; although
his troops did not exceed 36,000 men, he refolv-
ed to attack the enemy, fo much fuperior. From
the nature of the ground, the pruffian horfe could
not at; but by a moft judicious movement of the
king’s, that difadvantage was overcome ; general Na-
dafti, with a corps de referve, was pofted on the au-
ftrian’s left, with defign to take the king in flank;
but his majefty, in making his firft difpofitions, had
forefeen, and guarded againft that defign, he placed
four battalions behind the cavalry of his right wing.
Nadafti, as the king expefted, attacked him with
great fury, but received fo fevere a fire from thofe
four battalions, that he retired in the greateft diforder
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by which means the king’s flank being well fupported
and covered, afted with fo much order and vigor,
that the enemy’s right gave way. The pruffian artil-
lery was excellently ferved, and having filenced that
of the auftrians, enabled the king to maintain thofe
advantages, which he had gained. Never was battle
fought with more obftinacy ; the attacks of the pruf-
fians were incredible; and the auftrians made a meofit
gallant defencé during the whole battle ; they drew
up all their forces again about Leuthen, which poft
was defended on all fides with redoubts and entrench-
fnents : but nothing could ftop the impetuofity of the
pruflians ; they made reiterated attacks with the ut-
moft bravey, which their enemies fuftained a long
time with great firmnefs, but at laft the poft was
gained, and the auftrians fled on all fides, the battle
ending in an entire rout. The king purfued them
to Liffa; 6oco were flain, 15,000 taken prifoners,
200 pieces of cannon, 6o colours and ftandards, and
4000 waggons of ammunition and baggage were
taken. It is remarkable, that this glorious battle was
fought juft a month after that of Rofbach.

The fulnefs of the vittory was foon feen in
the greatnefs of its confequences. The auftrians
were putfued the day after the battle to Breflau ;
and that city was immediately befieged. Schweid-
nitz, although it was in the depth of winter, was
blockaded : and the pruffian parties over-ran all Si-
lefia, recovering not only that part of it, which be-
Jonged to the king, but conquered even the auftrian
divifion, reducing the garrifons of Jagerndorf, Trop-
pau and Tetfchen. In fhort, the emprefs queen re-
mained poflefled only of the garrifon of Schweidnitz,
in all Silefia; the whole of which country, but a few days
before was in the poffeffion of her viCorious troops.
His majefty the king of Pruffia, having thus glorioufly
ended the campaign, diftributed his men into winter
quarters. ‘The auftrians retired into Bohemia, wilth
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the fhattered remains of their troops, where they alfy
went into winter quarters. But it is time to turn oyr
eyes towards another profpect equally advantageous to
his pruffian majefty.

The french army in Hanover, from the very fign-
ing the convention of Clofter-feven, had been guilty
of a million of unheard of excefles, and had violated
the convention almoft in every article. They feized
the caftle of Schartzfels, and pillaged it, making the
garrifon prifoners of war. They refufed to deliver
up the prifoners they had made before the con-
vention, though this was a point exprefsly ftipulated
between the generals that fettled the detail, and was
exa(tly fulfilled on the part of the hanoverians, by
the releafe of the french prifoners. They fummoned
the bailies of thofe diftriéts, into which the french
troops were by no means to enter, under pain of mili-
tary execution, to appear before the french commif-
fary, and compelled them to deliver wp the public
revenue. They appropriated to themfelves part of
thofe magazines, which by exprefs agreement were to
be left to the electoral troops. They feized the houfes,
revenues, and corn belong to the king of England,
in the city of Bremen, in fpight of the recipro-
cal engagements entered into, to confider that
city, as a place abfolutely free and neutral. The
duke de Richelien, the commander in chief, who
came to lofe all that the fkill of d’Eftrees had won,
(being promoted to the chief command merely by the
favour of madam de Pompadour, who hated the mar-
fhalefs d” Eftrees) was the author of this behaviour,
fo injurious to the honour of his country 4 his fortune,
by his extravagance and vices, was very much fhat-
tered ; and to repair it, he plundered the whole elec-
torate of Hanover, with the moft inflexible feverity ;
he levied the moft exorbitant contributions ; and even
that did not exempt the unhappy hanoverians from
the infolent and brutal licentioufnefs of the french
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foldiery. The capital of the electorate, was the only
place which efcaped from the univerfal raping, by the
juftice, generofity, and moderation of the duke de
Randan its governor, who kept up the ftricteft dif-
cipline ; and beliaved with the utmoft humanity.
Such inftances as thefe, as they happen very rarely,
fo they ought to be tranfmitted to pofterity to the ho-
nour of thofe who perform them.

There never was a more flagrant inftance of what
importance 4 regular and exact difcipline is to the
very being of an army, than in this under the duke
de Richelieu. That general, intent only on plunder-
ing the country, relaxed every kind of military difci-
pline ; {o that the numerous army, which the eondu&
of d’Eftrees had preferved in excellent order and good
fpirits, throughall thedeferts of Weftphalia, and againft
an enemy’s army ; now it was in pofieflion of a plen-
tiful country, without any enemy to oppofe it; was
reduced in its numbers, the foldiers decayed in their
health and {pirits, in vile order, without cloaths, and
even without arms. Such was the condition of this
once formidable army, when his majefty, the king of
Great Britain, refolved no longer to bear the indig-
hities which the infolence of the enemy was every
day increafing. The french even went fo far as to
attémpt taking their arms from the hanoverian and
heflian troops ; but this was not fuffered. I have be-
fore faid, that the king of Pruflia had detdched prince
Ferdinand of Brunfwick with a {mall army, into the
country of Halberftadt, to watch the motions of
marfhal Richelieu; the prince finding what order the
french atmy was in, penetrated through the northern
parts of the eleftorate, and joined his body of pruf-
fian troops to the army of hanoverians and heflians,
who inftantly refumed their arms, and began to a&t
againft the french, under prince Ferdinand’s com-
mand. The king publithed a memorial, containing

the motives which obliged his troops to take arms,
R 2 fetting
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fetting forth in the cleareft light, how palpably the
french had firft broke every article of the convention
of Clofter-feven.

The prince took the command about the middle
of november ; by which time the army was wholly
aflembled. On his firft motions, marfhal Richelieu
threatened the whole country, of which he was in
pofleflion, with fire and {fword, to which no reply was
made. However, on the prince’s approach, the
fuburbs of Zell was fet on fire, the bridge of the
Aller burnt, and many houfes reduced to afhes, His
ferene highnefs having reprefented to marfhal Riche-
lieu, the confequences of fuch a proceeding, the mar-
fhal alledged, that it was done my mere accident.
The firft operation of importance, which the hano-
verian army undertook, was the fiege of Harbourg,
they became mafters of the town, the 28th of no-
vember, but the french governor with the garrifon
retired into the caftle ; and defended it with the great-
eft bravery, till the 29th of december, when he ca-
pitulated. Marfhal Richelieu, in the mean time, was
collecting his troops about Zell. The 6th, ‘the ha-
noverian army began their march to diflodge him,
and arrived within a league of Zell the 13th; but find-
ing that the french were too ftrongly intrenched to
be attacked, he ftaid till the z1ft, when he broke
his camp, and returned towards Ultzen and Lunen-
burg, to put his troops into winter quarters.

The wonderful events, which diftinguifh in fo re-
markable a manner, the year 1757, are fuch, that
the like is hardly to be met with in hiftory. The
king of Pruffia had once more the happinefs to fee
him{elf freed from all that imminent danger, which fo
lately furrounded him 3 he now felt the effeés of his
councils, and his labours ; all his enemies were driven
out of his dominions, defeated, broken, and flying
every where before him; himfelf in quiet poffeffion
of Silefia, and his viGtorious troops ready to fall on
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enemies in the next campaign, with redoubled bra-
very. Animated with the prefence of their fove-
reign, what labours are too great for pruffians to per-
form ? What a wonderful reverfe of fortune did this
monarch fuftain, in fo fhort a {pace of time, as a
fingle campaign. Triumphant at firft ; the auftrians
"fly before him, totally defeated, and half a kingdom
conquered, The lofs of one battle turns the fcale,
the king of Pruffia is defeated, the affairs of the au-
ftrians re-eftablifhed, their armies vi€torious, and their
enemy on the very brink of deftrution, abandoned
by his allies, his dominions plundered, and laid
wafte by his enemies, and himfelf at the very edge
of defpair. Another battle raifes him again, and in
a month’s time, the auftrians, imperiliafts, french,
ruffians, and{wedes, all retire before him ; his domi-
pions are freed from all his enemies ; and the force of
one fmall potentate baffles all the endeavours of a
confederacy of five of the greateft powers in the uni-
verfe. How will pofterity be amazed to hear, that
above half the power of Europe was united, and ex-
erted in vain, to reduce the king of Pruflia, unaffifted
by allies! fuch are the events that happened ; fuch
the actions that were performed, not in an age, but
in a fingle campaign.

R 3 CHADP
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CHAP XIV.

Affairs in England. Tranfations at fea.  Senegall taken,
War in the Eaft-Indies. Battles bétwween Pocock and
A’ Ache.  Fort St. David’s taken by the french. French
befiege Madrafs. The fiege raifed. Affairs in France.
In Germany. Convention between Great Britain and
Pruffia.  French retive out of Hanover. Prince of
Clermont commands the french army. Hoya and Mindey
taken.  Generous bebaviour of the duke de Randan,
Fiench army drove beyond the Rbine. FEmbden taken
by commodore Holmes.  Schuweidnitz taken, King of
Pruffia enters Moravia. Lays fiege to Olmutz. " The
Siege raifed. Retreats into Bobemia. Arrives dt Frank-
Jfort on the Oder.

HE year 1758, opened at fo critical a conjunc-

ture, that it was very reafonab]y expedted, it
would be remarkable for great and important aions,
The belligerent powers of Europe, fpent the wintes
in makmg the moft formidable preparations, for the
enfuing campaign. The immenfe confederacy againft
the king of Pruffia {till fubfitted ; and every one of
the powers that formed it, feemed to be emulous who
fhould be moft forward to cruth an enemy that was
found more powerful, than they at firft imagined,
England was his only ally, and one whofe affiftance
fie had reaton to hope would be very advantageous
to him.  The army which the king of England had
under the command of prince Ferdmand of Brunf-
wick, was of infinite fervice to his pruﬁian majefty;
for the french army which oppofed'it, it is very na:
tural to fuppole, had it had no antagonift in Hano-
ver, would have marched agam{’t that monarch’s do-
mxmonal It was refolved in England, to keep it
i p 2y, ammf’t the french whxch gave occafion
10
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to a meflage from the king, the 18th of january,
to the commons, importing, * That having ordered
the army, formed laft year in his ele¢toral dominions,
to be put again in motion, and to act with the ut-
moft vigour againft the common enemy, in concert
with his ally the king of Prufiia; and the exhaufted
and ruined ftate of the eleCtorate and its revenues,
having rendered it impoflible for the fame to main-
tain and keep together that army, until the further
neceflary charge of it, &c. could be laid before the
houfe ; his majefty found himfelf under the abfolute
neceflity of recommending to them, the fpeedy con-
fideration of fuch a prefent fupply, as might enable
him to {ubfift, and keep together the faid army.” In
confequence of this meffage, the houfe, on the 23d,
woted 100,000 l. for the end therein mentioned.

In England, we find very few events that the
compafs of this work will admit my fpeaking of. In
parliament were many refolutions, which had a mani-
feft conneion with the war; of thefe I fhall at dif-
ferent times take proper notice. The only military
preparations of great importance in this kingdom
were naval. At Portfmouth, Plymouth, Chatham,
&ec. feveral armaments were getting ready with areac
diligence. A fquadron of eleven thips of the
line, and nine frigates, had been fome time in tae
Mediterranean, under the command of admiral Gf-
born, to block up M. dela Clue, who was in Car-
thagena, with a french fquadron. On the z8th of
april, Mr. Ofborn fell in with another {mall {fquadron
of french fhips, in their wiy from Toulon, to rein-
force de la Clue’s fquadron, commanded by M. d¢
Quefne, in the Foudroyant of 8o guns, the Orpheus
of 64, the Oriflamme of 50, and the Pleiade of 24.
While the chief part of the englith fquadron con::-
nued off Carthagena, to watch the french fhips there,
capt. Storr, in the Revenge of 64 guns, fupported by
capt. Hughes, inthe Berwick of 63, and capt. Evans,
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in the Prefton of 50, took the Orpheus, commanded
by M. de Herville with 500 men ; capt. Gardiner,
in the IM:onmouth of 64, fupported by capt. Stanhope,
in the Swiftfure of 70, and captain Hervey, in the
Hampton-court of 64, took the Foudroyant with 8o
men. Capt. Rowley, in the Montague of 60, and
capt. Montague, in the Monarch of 74, ran the Ori-
flamme on fhore, under the caftle of Aiglos; but was
not deftroyed by reafon of the neutrality of the coaft
of Spain. The Pleiade got away by out-failing the
englifh thips. The greateft lofs fuftained by the vic-
tors, was in that of the brave capt. Gardiner ; lieute-
nant Carket commanded his fhip on the captain’s
death, and fought the Foudroyant, with great cons
duét and courage; as a reward for which, admiral
Ofborn conferred on him the command of the fhip
he had conquered, and M. de Quefne, when he ftruck,
refufed to give his fword to capt. Stanhope ; but gave
it with great politenefs to lieutenant Carket. The
fleet in Carthagena confifted of one fhip of 84 guns,
three of 74, two of 64, two of 50, one of 36, one of
24, one of 16, and one of 14.

The englith cruifing fquadrons, in the beginning of
this year, were very fuccefsful in taking a great num-
ber of french merchantmen and privateers. We
had one under vice-admiral Smith in the Downs,
another under rear-admiral Cotes, in the Weft-Indies,
who had done the englith trade in thofe parts great
fervice, by his conduét and bravery. Another ftrong
{quadron, under admiral Bofcawen, failed from Spit-
head, for north America, the 1gth of february. The
12th of march, fir Edward Hawke failed with feven
fhips of the line, and three frigates, from Spithead,
to cruife in the bay of Bifcay; the 4th of april he
fell in, off the ifle of Aix, with a french {quadron,
of five thips of the line, feven frigates, and a convoy
of 40 merchantmen, to which he gave chace; the
men of war fled, and the merchantmen, many of

them
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them were ran on fhore out of the reach of the eng-
lith fhips, and only two or three taken. On the 7th
of april, the Effex of 64 guns, and two frigates, in
their way to join fir Edward Hawke, fell in with
12 fail more of french merchant’s thips, efcorted by
a frigate of 22 guns, which the Effex took, together
with five or fix of the merchantmen.

In the beginning of march, a fmall{quadron, con-
fifting of the Naffau of 64 guns, the Harwich of 50,
the Rye of 24, a floop and two bufles, under the
command of captain Marfh (having on board a body
of marines, under major Mafon, and a detachment of
artillery, under captain Walker) failed from Ply-
mouth for the coaft of Africa. On the 24th of
april, this fquadron arrived off the river Senegall,
got over the bar the 29th; and the next day landed
700 marines and feamen, with defign to attack the
french fort Lewis ; but deputies arrived with articles
on which they propofed to furrender, and thefe being
agreed to, the englifh forces were put in pofieflion of
this moft important fettlement; where they found
232 french officers and foldiers, g2 piecesof cannon ;
with treafure, flaves, and merchandize to a very con-
fiderable value. The fuccefs which this fmall force
met with, was of the greateft importance to the eng-
lith nation, and of equal prejudice to the french: I
fhall fpeak more fully of it hereafter *.

The Eaft-Indies, fince the beginning of the war,
had been a theatre fruitful in events. The year 1458,
in that country, was diftinguithed by many as of
importance, Vice-admiral Pocock, fince the death

¥ The king of the country about Senegall, was fo defirous of
feeing the men of war, that he fwam on board, though the di-
flance was upwards of an englifh mile. The officers of the thip
treated him with great civility, with which he feemed vafily pleafed.
At parting, he told the captain, he fhould be extremely fond of
fecing the kipg of England, which he thought he might do, as he
had fhips at his command, for if he had fhips, he would go and

feg him.
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of Mr. Watfon, had commanded in chief there, Be.
ing joined by commodore Stevens in Madrafs road,
on the 24th of march, with reinforcements from
England, he put to fea with his {quadron * the a4th,
with defign to intercept a french fquadron in thofe
parts, under the command of M. d’ Ache. The
2oth he came in fight of them; the french admiral
{whofe fquadron confifted of three fhips of %4 guns,
two of 64, two of 60, two of 50, and one of 36) on
feeing Mr. Pocock’s fleet, formed his line, as did the
englifh admiral, and bore down on the enemy; the
engagement lafted but a very fhort time, before M,
d’ Ache broke his line, and bore away ; when Pocock
hung out the fignal for a general chace; but night
coming on, he continued the purfuit without any ef-
fect. The firft of may, he came to an anchor near
Madrafs, and was informed, that one of the french
thips of 74 guns, was fo much damaged in the a&tion,
that its captain had ran her on fhore. This viftory
would have been much more complete, had the cap-
tains who commanded in the rear of the englith {qua-
dron, done their duty ; for when the admiral threw
out the fignal for a clofe engagement, they kept back,
and would not bear down, even after repeated fignals
had been made. In admiral Pocock’s letter, he be-
ftows great encomiums on commodore Stevens, capt.
T.atham, and capt. Somerfet in the van ; alfo, capt.
Kempenfelt, the commodore’s captain, and capt. Har-

* Confifling of the following fhips :

Ships. Guns. Men.

Yarmouth 64 500  Pocock.
Elizabeth 64 595 Stevens.
Cumberland 66 §20

Weymoth 6o 420

Tyger 60 400

Newcaltle 50 350

Salifbury 50 300
Queenborough frigate

ProteCtor florefhip,
rifon,
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rifon, with the reft of the officers and men on board
the Yarmouth. The admiral, on his arrival at Ma-
drafs, ordered a court martial to affemble, to enquire
into the conduét of thofe captains, whofe behaviour
had appeared fo faulty. In confequence of which,
capt. Nicholas Vincent was fentenced to be difmiffed
from the command of the Weymouth: capt. George
Legge of the Newcaftle, to be cafhiered from his
majefty’s fervice ; and capt. William Brereton to loofe
pne year’s rank, as a poft captain.

Mr. Pocock having repaired the moft material da-
mages his {quadron had received, put to fea the 1oth
of may, with an intent to get up to fort St. David’s,
but was not able to effe¢t it; he fufpetted the french
defigned to attack it, and knew, thatif his {quadron
was there, fuch an atternpt would be impracticable.
His fufpicions were but too true; the french army
under M. Lally, had befieged it, with the affiftance
of fome of the french fhips, and it furrendered the
2d of june. The goth of may, Mr. Pocock was in
fight of Pondicherry ; and fome days after hearing
that fort St. David’s was taken, he returned imme-
diately to Madrafs. He put to fea again, the 2 5th
of july, in queft of the enemy, and on the 3d of
auguft, by taking advantage of a {ea breeze, he got
the weather gage, and bxought on an engagement.
Jn ten minutes M. d’ Ache bore away, keeping a very
irregular line, and continuing a running fire till three
o’clock, when the englith admiral made the fignal
fora general chace ; and purfued them till it was dark,
when they efcaped by out-failing him, and got into
Pondicherry road; where they “continued till the 3d
of feptember, when they failed for their iflands toclean
and refit; two of their thips being in a very bad con-
dition, and others confiderably damaged. ~

M. Lal]y, as foon as had taken fort St. David’s,
marched with 2500 men, into the king of Tanjour’s
country, to try, if poflible, to procure 2 fum of mo-
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ney from him ; being refufed, he plundered a trading
town on the coaft, and befieged his capital, but meet-
ing with a more refolute defence than he expected,
he retreated about the middle of auguft, in great
confufion, to Carrical, a french fea-port fettlement ;
and from thence to Pondicherry, at the end of fep-
tember. About the middle of december, the french
army again moved from their quarters, and marched
to lay fiege to Madrafs : colonels Lawrence and Dra-

er commanded chere, and {uftained all the attacks
of the french, with the greateft conduct and bravery,
making feveral fuccefsful fallies : burt a reinforcement
arriving in the port the middle of february, 1759,
the enemy raifed the fiege, ana retreated with the ut-
moft precipitation, leaving behind them feveral bat-
teries of cannon and mortars; having fuffered very
feverely during the fiege. General Lally was efteemed
an officer of abilities, he had ferved many times with
reputation in Europe ; and was of greater rank than
the french court ufually fend into this country. The
bad fuccefs he met with was entirely owing to the
miferable troops he commanded, and the want of the
neceflary fupport from Europe. The want of a
firmnefs in the adminiftration of the government of
France at home, occafioned that manifelt weaknefs
which fo evidently appeared in all her colonies. There
were feveral other expeditions undertaken on both
fides, in the beginning of 1759 ; but I fhall give an
account of them hereafter. The chain of affairs in
India, during the year 1758, was fo conneéted, that
I could not avoid giving a hiftory of the whole year
atonce, It will alfo appear more perfpicuous to the
reader.

The continent of Europe at this time, bid more
fair for being the theatre of great events. Half Eu-
rope, as I before mentioned, was employed in mak-
ing preparations for the enfuing campaign. The
french were very diligent in putting their army on

the
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the Rhine, on a better footing. It will not here be
amifs to take a flight view of the court of France s 3
for then the caufe of the defpicable figure, which the
french army in Hanover made, the latter end of
the laft campaign, will more clearly appear.

Madam de Pompadour, mifttrefs to the king of
France, had governed that monarch and his kingdom
for 15 years, with the moft abfolute fway. A quar-
rel between her and the marfhalefs d’Eftrees was the
occafion of recalling the marfhal, indifputably one of
the greateft generals in France, from his command
in Hanover. The duke de Richelieu, who fucceeded
him, bought his promotion by an immenfe bribe to
her.  'This woman fet every thing, in the gift of the
crown, up to fale ; commiffions in the army and the
navy, were at her difpofal. Little artifices, and
petty paffions could never make great minifters.
Yet, the afpired ftill higher, and affumed all the au-
thorlty of a defpotic mlf’crefs, that gave what motion
fhe pleafed to the ftate machine.. Mean fpirited
councils naturally enough coming from her, and not
the lefs followed for their being fo; minifters dif-
graced, generals recalled, and appointed at her im-
perious nod, and all of thefe for the worit, fignalized
her power and her want of judgment. In the mean
time, this {ubverfion of all order and dignity threw
a general languor into the adminiftration of affairs.
The fubjeéts of the greateft rank, merit, and abili-
ties, were either driven into corners, or'voluntarily
fhrank from the indignity of places, that could only
be held on the fcandalous terms of paying court to
a woman, conftantly jealous of not having enough
of that refpeét thewn her, to which fhe muft have
been conicious of having fo little title, and but the
more intent on hiding that meannefs of her’s, by an
infolence fo much fitter to prove and expofe it. The
confequence of this muft be, the filling the places,

thus vacant, with petty charaers ; whofe greateft
merit
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merit could only be the having none, s fio therjt
could there exift, but what muft be incompatible
with a fubmiffion to her, or with fubminiftering to
the will and meafures of a woman, that vifibly facri-
ficed to her own private paffions, the kirig who was
governed, and the kingdom that was dithonoured b
her*. Under fuch an adminiftration, could it be
wondered at, that France made fo pitiful a figure in
the war fhe carried on. But the neceffity of the
times called loudly for a change of minifters and
meafures, and indeed the court found themfelves
obliged to make fome alterations in their condud.
The duke de Bellifle, whofe abilities and condu&
had gained him fo great a charaéter, was placed at
the head of the military department +; in which he

endea-

* The hit. de Pompadopr, Vol. IL. p. t31.

+ On the duke’s taking his place in council, as fectetary of war,
he made the following fenfible and animated fpeech ; which as it
fets the bad ftate of the french army in a very clear light, I fhall
infert it here :

« I know, faid he, the flate of our armies. It gives me great
grief, and no lefs indignation : for befides the real evil of the dif:
order in itfelf, the difgrace and infamy which it refle&s on our go-
vernment, and on the whole nation, is ftill more to be apprehended.
The choice of officers ought to be made with mature deliberation,
I'know but too well, to what length the want of difcipline, pil-
laging, and robbing have been carried on, by the officers and com-
mon men, after the example fet them by their generals, It morti-
fies me to think I am a frenchman; my principles are known to
be very different from thofe which are now followed. I had the
fatisfaltion to retain the efteem, the friendthip, and the confidera:
tion of all.the princes, noblemen, and even of all the common
people, in all parts of Germany, where I commanded the king's
forces. They lived there in the midft of abundance ; every one
was pleafed ; it fills my foul with anguith, to find, that at prefent,
the french are held in execration ; that every body is difpirited, and
that many officers publicly fay things that are criminal, and highly
punifhable. 'The evil is fo great, that it demands immediate redrefs.
I can eafily judge by what paffes in my own breaft, of what our
generals feel from the fpeeches they muft daily hear in Germany,
concerning our conduét; which indeed woyld lofe much to be

compared
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endeavoured to make a thorough reformation. The
involving the french nation in a german war, was a
meafure againft which this minifter had before given
his advice : but as it had been embraced, and his
country was engaged too far to recede, he refolved
to put the army in Germany en a good footing, and
to profecute the war with vigour.

Indeed the ftate of France, at this time, was trul
deplorable ; the great effort which it was refolved to
make in Germany, drew off the attention of the mi-
niftry from their marine, and confequently from the
due protection of their trade. The royal navy ran
to ruin, and the trade of France, the finews of their
power, was cut off by the englith fhipping ; in this
condition, it was impoffible to fupport the war vi-
goroufly in America, and the Eaft-Indies ; nay, it
was afterwards found, that even the very coaft of
France was far from being impenetrable.

compared with that of our allies. I muft particularly complain of
the delays and irregularity of the pofts; a fervice which is very
ill provided for. T am likewife difpleafed at the negligence of our
generals, in returning anfwers ; which is 2 manifeft breach of their
duty. Had I commanded the army, a thoufand things which are
done, would not have been done, and others which are neglected,
would have been executed. I would have multiplied my commu-
nications ; I would have flrong pofts on the right, on the left,
and in the center, lined with troops. I would have had ma-
gazines in every place. The quiet and fatisfation of the coun-
try fhould have beem equal to their prefent difaffefion, at be-
ing harrafled and plundered ; and we fhould have been as much
beloved, as we are at prefent abhorred. 'The confequences
are too apparent to need being mentioned. I muft infift on thefe
things, becaufe late redrefs is better than the continuation of the
evil”

This {peech is a fenfible and juft ore. But how can we recon-
cile the expreflions of humanity and tendernefs for the conquered,
and other countries in Germany, which it contains, with thofe we
meet with in the marfhal duke’s letters, found among the papers
of marfhal Contades, at the battle of Minden }—Itis in his letters
we are to look for his real fentiments, notin his fpeeches.

The
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The miniftty in England refolved to ftrengthen
their alliance with Pruflia, by another treaty with his
pruffian majefty. Finding that the good agreement
between the courts of Verfailles and Vienna was eve-
ry day growing more firm, they wifely regarded the
fafety of that monarch, as neceflary to preferve the
ballance of power in Europe. Purfuant to this plan,
a fecond convention was figned the 11th of april, be-
tween the kings of Great Britain and Pruffia, by
which it was agreed, that the king of Great Britain
thould pay, on demand, to his pruffian majefty
4,000000 german crowns, (670,000l. fterling:)
which fum, that monarch engaged to employ in aug-
menting his forces, that were to act for the good of
the common caufe. The two kings alfo agreed, not
to conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality,
&c. with the powers at war, but in concert, and in
mutual agreement, wherein, both fhould be by name
comprehended.  On the 20th, the commons voted
that fum for his majefty’s fervice.

I left prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick with the ha-
noverian army under his command, juft retired into
winter quarters, without meeting with any interrup-
tion from the french, having gained {everal advan-
tages over them. Count Clermont now commanded
the french army, the third commander in chief it
had obeyed within a year*. Prince Ferdinand di-
vided his troops into two bodies, the principal one
under himfelf, marched on the right, to the country
of Bremen, whilft a fecond body, under general Za-
ftrow, kept on towards Gifforn. The prince made

* Tt was faid, that foon after his arrival at Hanover, he wrote
to his mafier, that he had found his majefty’s army divided into
three bodies, one above ground, the other under ground, and the
thirdin the hofpitals. Therefore he defired his majefty’s inftrutions,
whether he fhould endeavour to bring the firft away, or if he fhould
fiay till it had joined the other two.

himfelf
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himfelf mafter of Rottenburg, Otterfberg, Verden,
and Bremen, by the middle of february, with lictle
or no oppofition ; during his ftay at the latter place,
being informed, that the french general, the count de
Chabot, with a ftrong detachment, was pofted at
Hoye, upon the Wefer, a poft of fuch importance,
that the prince refolved to diflodge him. He pitched
upon the hereditary prince of Brun{wick, his nephew,
to execute that fervice, with four battalions, and fome
light horfe. The young prince, not 20 years of age,
full of ardour to diftinguith himfelf, took the com-
mand of thofe troops, and in executing his uncle’s
orders, difplayed fo much conduét and bravery, as
would have done honour to the maturity of the
moft experienced general.

Before he came to Hoya, there was a deep and
broad river to pafs, without any means of crofling it,
but a fmall foat of timber, and two or three {mall
boats, which carried about eight men each. One
battalion of foot, and a fquadron of dragoons were
deftined to make a feint attack on the left fide of
the Wefer: the three other battalions were to pafs the
river, and enter the back part of the town. The
pafling the river on a fingle float took up fo much
time, that a long while was {pent in getting lefs than
half the corps over; by the time the firft half was
over, a high wind arofe, which rendered the float
unferviceable, and feparated the prince from the greater
part of his men, when the enemy he was going to
attack, were more numerous than his whole party
were they joined. In this dilemma, (out of which
nothing but the {pirit and genius of the prince could
have extricated him) he took a refolution worthy
of Ceafar himfelf ; he refolved not to fpend any more
time, in endeavours to get over more men, but to
march brifkly on again{t the enemy, in fo bold a
manner as to poflefs them with an opinion of his
firength, and arrack them before they could unde-

S ceive
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graviate of Hefle, which they evacuated the 218,
During their whole march they were clofely purfued
by the pruffian huffars, and the hanoverian hunters,
who killed and made prifoners numbers of their men.
At laft this once formidale army pafied the Rhine, only
leaving on the other fide of it a ftrong garrifon in
Wefel, where the prince of Clermont fixed his head
quarters.

A conftant train of fuccefs at this time attended
the hanoverian arms; and every where throughout
the whole circle of Weftphalia, the french met with
the fevereft rebuffs. Embden was in the middle of
march recovered by commodore Holmes, with a
{mali fquadron of men of war. The french garrifon
of 4000 men, as foon as they difcovered the com-
modore’s fleet, evacuated the place. As foon as Mr.
Holmes perceived their defign, he fent his armed
boats to purfue them, they took too or three of the
enemy’s veflels; and in one of them was found the
fon of an officer of diftinétion, and a large fum of
money. Mr. Holmes immediately reftored the youth

- to his father, and offered to return the money, upon
receiving the officer’s word of honour, that it was
his private property ; a conduct which does honour
to the commodore. But we muft leave the opera-
tions of the armies on the Rhine, for the prefent, and
take a view of the meafures which his pruffian maje-
fty took to diftrefs his enemies the auftrians.

That monarch opened the campaign with the fiege
of Schweidnitz, which had been blocked up all the
winter ; and after 13 days fiege, it furrendered the
16th of april, with its garrifon, (which at the begin-
ing of the blockade was 7000 men, but reduced by
ficknefs, &c. to 3000) prifoners of war. By the
taking of this important poft, the king of Pruffia
cleared all Silefia of the auftrians. His majefty
himfelf, in the mean time, marched with a part of
his ‘army towards Gruflan and Friedland, and fent a

detachment
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detachment as far as Trantenau, in Bohemia, where
was an auftrian garrifon, which after a warm refift-
ance, was obliged to abandon the place, and fall
back to their grand army at Korigfgratz, where it
had been pofted fince the arrival of marfhal Daun,
who fet out from Vienna the gth of march. By this
the pruffians opened themf{elves a way into Bohemia,
where they immediately poured in detachments of
light troops, to raife contributions, and to harrafs the
out-pofts of the enemy. At the fame time, general
Fouquet, atthe head of another detachment, marched
againft the auftrian general Jahnus, who was pofted
in the county of Glatz, and obliged him to abandon
the pofts he had occupied in that county.

Befides the grand army in Silefia, his majefty formed
another under his brother prince Henry, of above
30,000 men, in Saxony, to oppofe the army of the
empire, which by means of the immenfe diligence
that was ufed in colleting the troops, and by join-
ing a body of auftrians, was again in a condition to
act. Count Dohna commanded another on the fide
of Pomerania; and a confiderable body was pofted
between Wolau and Glogau, to cover Silefia from any
inroads which the ruffians might make into it. All
thefe armies were pofted in fuch a mafterly manner,
as to keep open a communication with one another ;
and were admirably fituated for their deftined pur-
pofes.

But the king of Pruffia’s defign was very different
from what the auftrians imagined; he had placed his
army in fuch a pofition, that his enemies thought he
would open the campaign, by marching into Bohe-
mia. That monarch’s feint took ; whilft the auftri-
ans were preparing to oppofe his march, he {uddenly
made a rapid march towards Moravia, which country
he entered the 3d of may. He had fome time be-
fore colleted his army, amounting to about 50,000
men, near Neifs in Silefia, and marched in three days

S 3 to
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to Troppau, he divided it into two-columns ; marfhal
Keith at the head of the firft column, fet out the 25th
of arril, and took the road to Jagerndorf; and the
king himfelf with the fecond, on the 2th. Thefe
two bodies entered the plain of Olmutz, one by
Sternberg, and the other by Gibau. General de la
Ville, who commanded a body of auftrian troops in
Moravia, retired on the approach of the pruffians,
who advanced by fwift and rapid marches ; de Ville
threw part of his corps into Olmutz. The king had
left general Fouquet in the county of Glatz, to watch
the motions of marfhal Daun ; but finding that the
auftrians were beginning their march for Moravia,
this general went to Neifs, and took under his convoy
the artillery and ftores that were requifite for befieg-
ing Olmutz, and arrived at Gibau on the 12th of
may : the king advanced that day as far as Ollfchau,
and drove away a body of auftrians, who retired from
thence to Proftnitz, near which place the prince of
Wurtemburg fixed his camp of four regiments of
dragoons, one of huffars, and fome battalions of fu-
zileers. The king opened the trenches againft Ol-
mutz, th= 27th.

In the mean time, marfhal Daun left his camp at
Konigferatz, and advanced by Skalitz, near Nachod
in Bohemia, to Leutomy{lel, where he encamped;
but quitted it the 23d, entering Moravia by Billa,
and marched to Gewicz = general Harfch commanded
his vanguard, and pitched his camp at Allerheiligen
oppofite to Littau ; and 5 or 6000 more of them ad-
vanced to Proftnitz. This fituation of the auftrian
army did honour to marfhal Daun. The country
from Gewicz to Littau, in which he took his pofts,
was {o mountainous, that it was impoflible to attack
him. He had the fertile country of Bohemia, from
which hg eafily and readily drew fupplies, in his back.
He was alfo from this pofition enabled to harrafs the
prufiian army before Olmutz, and to intercept the

convoys
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tonvoys which were brought to them from Silefia.
His pruffian majefty found a great difficulty in the
fiege, from the extent of the works round the city ;
for this obliged him to have his pofts in many places
very weak. Marfhal Daun made the moft of this
advantage. In the night of the 8th of june, he at-
tacked one of the pruffian pofts, penetrated through
the camp, and threw fuccours into the city, whofe
garrifon at the beginning of the fiege confifted of
6000 men, under general Marfhal, This advantage
encouraged the auftrians, {o that {carce a night pafied
without fome fuch attacks. Another circumitance
which retarded the king’s operations very much, was
the want of forage; the auftrians had deftroyed all
there was in the king’s rout to Olmutz, fo that his
horfe was obliged to forage at a confiderable diftance :
which harraffed them extremely. The king of Pruf-
fia endeavoured by every art in his power to provoke
Daun to a battle; but that able general knew too
well the advantage of the game he was playing, to
throw it out of his hands.

The marfhal being informed that a great pruffian
convoy was to leave Troppau the 25th of june, re-
folved by attacking it to endeavour to force the pruf-
fians to raife the fiege. The forces who efcorted this
convoy, confifted of eight battalions, and near g000
recovered fick. Daun detached general Jahnus, who
was at Muglitz, towards Bahrn, and ordered a de-
tachment to march from Prerau to Stadt-Liebe, that
the convoy might be attacked on two fides ; and in
order to deceive the pruffian army, he drew near to
them, very near Predlitz. But the king was too ex-
perienced a general to be deceived ; he fent out gene-
ral Zeithen with a ftrong corps to meet it. The
convoy was attached on the 28th, before that gene-
ral could come up with it ; but the enemy were re-
pulfed, and routed. Marfhal Daun having reinforced
‘his detachments, the convoy was again attacked, c}>1n

‘ S4 ’ the
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the 29th, between Bantfch and Dornftadt. Part of

it had fcarce paft the defiles of Dornftadt, when
the auftrians fell upon it with their whole force.
The head of the convoy was cut off from the reft:
and though general Zeithen did on this occafion,
all that could be expected from the moft experienced
officer, yet he was obliged to abandon his waggons,
and retire to Troppau. Only the head of the convoy
arrived in the proffian camp, the reft was taken by the
enemy. This was a fatal firoke; for had it arrived
fafe, the place would not have held out above a fort-
night longer,

The king of Pruflia dire¢tly found himfelf under
tae neceflity of raifing the fiege : and this neceflity
was augmented, by the news which he every day re-
ceived, of the near approach of the ruffian army to
his dominions. Marfhal Daun had made an excellent
movement, whereby he advanced himfelf to Pofnitz,
in fuch an advantageous fituation, that he was able to
fupport Olmutz in the moft effe¢tual manner. But
by this movement, he left the frontiers of Bohemia
uncovered. The king of Pruflia in an inftant faw
this advantage, and refolved to make his retreat into
Bohemia: had bhe fallen back into Silefia, he wifely
forefaw, that he thould draw the whole auftrian army
into his own dominions. To deceive marfhal Daun,
he kept up an exceeding brifk fire the day before the
fiege was raifed : but in the night of july 1, the
king and his whole army took the road to Bohemia,
and gained an entire march upon the enemy, fo that
for ail the utmoft efforts which they made to overtake
him, he entered Bohemia without any lofs. Marfhal
Keith marched by Litrau to Muglitz and Tribau; the
king’s column marched by Konitz. he vanguard,
unaer the prince of Anhalt Deffau, feized at Leuto-
miffcl, a confiderable magazine. Marfhal Daun de-
tached a large body of troops, under the generals
Buccow, and Laudohn, to harrafs the king’s march ;

but
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but they did not incommode him in the leaft. The
pruffian army proceeded by Zwittau to Leutomifiel,
where it halted a day, and from thence to Hohemauth,
Marfhal Keith difperfed 2 body of auftrians at Holliz,
while the king marched by Leutomiffel, and arrived
the 11th at Konigfgratz, where general Buccow was
with 7000 men, who were pofted behind the Elbe,
and in the intrenchments they had thrown up all round
the city ; but he retired in a few days with his little
army towards Clumetz ; upon which his pruffian maje-
fty immediately took poffeflion of that important poft,
and laid all the neighbouring country under contribu-
tion : but as provifions grew very {carce, and his pre-
fence was wanted more and more in his own domini-
ons, he fent lieut. gencral Fouquet with 16 battalions
and 15 {quadrons, to occupy the poft of Nachod :
the king himfelf marched to Oppotfchna ; and mar-
fhal Daun’s army was encamped the 22d of july, on
the hills of Libifchaw. As the king had refolved to
retire into Silefia, he left the camp of Konigfgratz,
the 25th, and having paffed the Mettau the 28th, en-
camped at Jaflina; from whence he difpatched gene-
ral Retzow, towards the hills of Studnitz, from
whence he drove the auftrian general Jahnus. His
pruffian majefty directed his courfe through the county
of Glatz, and towards the northern part of Silefia;
he arrived the firft of auguft at Skalitz, and after a
rapid march of 2¢ days, by Wifoca, Politz, and
Landfhut, encamped the 22d at Frankfort on the
Oder ; where we muft leave him for the prefent, to
take a view of the military operations between Great
Britain and France.

CHAP.
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CHAP XV.

Esxpedition so the coaft of France, under the duke of Marls
borough. Stores and [bipping at St. Malo’s burnt,
Campaign of 1758 in America.  General Abercrombie
Succeeds lord Loudon as commander in chief.  Defeas at
Ticonderoga. Lord Howe flain. Expedition again
Cape Breton.  Louifburg capitulates.  Remarks on its
importance.  Fort Frontenac taken. Fort du Quefne
abandoned.  Refletions on the fucce[s of the campaign
in America.  Second expedition to the coaft of France,
under general Bligh.  Cherburg taken, and its fortifica-
cions, &c. demolifbed. Third expedition. Troops land
at St. Lunar bay. Atlion at St, Cas. Re-embark,
Refleciions.

HE miniftry in England were divided in their

opinions, as to the manner in which it was.
beft to profecute the war againft France. Some
were for making the great pufh in Germany, and
improving to the utmoft thofe advantages which
prince Ferdinand had already gained. Others were
alfo for fending fome englith troops thither; but not
for making it the principal theatre of our military
operations, they thought that our great navy might
be employed to advantage, in convoylsg an army
over to the coaft of France, and aflifting it in the
attempts it fhould make. The latter opinion pre-
vailed, and in confequence of it, a ftrong fqua-
dron of thips being prepared at Spithead, with a fuffi-
cient number of tranfports, orders were iffued for
aflembling a body of troops on the ifle of Wight;
and in the beginning of may, all the corps that
compofed this body were in motion. A battering
train of artillery, and all the ordnance proper for
fuch an armament, had already been embarked at

the
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the tower, and conveyed to Portfmouth ingtranfports.
On the 16th, the army, confifting of fixteen batta- -
lions, and three companies of artillery, was formed
on the ifle of Wight; but nine troops of light horfe
defigned for this EnTERPRIZE, were left on the
Portimouth fide, for the convenience of eafier em-
barkation, The duke of Marlborough was com-
mander in chief; lord George Sackville was {fecond
in command, and under thefe was another lieutenant
general, befides five major generals *. Lord Anfon
and fir Edward Hawke commanded the grand fleet ;
and cemmodore Howe a {maller, who was entrufted
with every thing that related to landing the troops in
the enemy’s dominions = for this purpofe, a confider-
able number ‘of flat-bottomed boats, of a new in-
vention were provided, and nothing was wanting
that could be deemed neceffary to forward the exe-
cution of the enterprife. Lord Downe, fir James
Lowther, fir John Armitage, Mr. Berkeley, and Mr.
Delaval, perfons of diftinction, rank and fortune,
engaged as volunteers in the fervice. And the
whole nation formed the moft ardent hopes of fuc-
cefs in it

The fleets 1 fet fail the firft of june; that under
lord Anfon feparated from the reft, and bore off to-

* Jieutenant general, Earl of Ancram,
Major general Waldegrave,
Major general Moftyn,
Major general Drury,
Major general Bofcawen,
Major general Elliot,
Brigadier Elliot, commanding the light horfe,
Lieut. Col. Hotham, adjutant general.
Capt. Watfon, quarter mafter general, with rank of lieut. col.
+ Lord Anfon’s confifted of one thip of 110 guns, four of go,
two of 8o, three of 64, two of 6o, one of 50, three of 36, and
two of zo.
Commodore Howe’s of one of 7o, three of 5o, four of 36,
three of zo, nineof 16, one of 14, and ten cutters of 10, One
hundred tranfports, 2o tenders, and ten ftorefhips.

wards
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wards the bay of Bifcay, with defign to fpread the
alarm down the whole coaft of France; and tqwatch
the motions of the fquadron in Breft harbour, The
fleet under commodore Howe, with the tranfports,
having on board the troops, amounting, as I faid be-
fore, to fixteen battalions, and nine troops of light
horfe, was deftined for the bay of Cancalle, in the
neighbourhood of St. Maloe’s, where they landed on
the 5th, and directly feized the pofts and villages,
and the next day marked out a piece of ground for
a camp, in order to fecure their retreat. The com-
mon foldiers and feamen plundered every thing that
came in their way, and even murdered many of the
old inhabitants in the villages, to the reproach of
difcipline, and difgrace of humanity. The difem-
barkation being finithed ; on the 7th, the duke of
Marlborough, and lord George Sackville, with the
fir(t column of the army, began their march towards
St. Maloe’s : lord Ancram with the {fecond column,
advanced towards the fame place, by the village of
Doll. The next day and night a detachment of the
army burnt above 100 fail of fhipping, many of
them privateers, from 20 to 30 guus, together with
a great number of magazines, filled with naval ftores,
at St. Servan and Solidore, a fauxbourg to St. Maloe’s,
with a large and open harbour. The troops alfo took
poffeffion of a fort which the enemy had abandoned.
During thefe tranfactions, there was a brigade left
in the intrenchment at Cancalle, who continued to
ftrengthen it, which was very eafily done, for there
never was a finer fituation for a {mall army to make
a ftand againft any {uperior number. In the mean
time, the light horfe and out parties {coured the
country, and brought in a confiderable number of
prifoners ; but the town of St. Maloe’s was too ftrong
for them to attempt taking it. The 1oth, the troops
marched back to the landing place at Cancalle, and
encamped within the intrenchments and redoubts juft

finithed ;
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finifhed ; and they were re-embarked the 11th, The
next day the town of Granville was reconnoitred, by,
a gentleman who had been formerly in that place.
He perceived a camp before it, and received intelli-
gence, that there was a confiderable body of troops
there under the marfhal de Harcourt, commander of
the french troops in Normandy. ‘The 28th, they
direGed their courfe to Cherbourg, the bay of which
is open to the fea, without affording any fecurity to
fhipping. Here it was refolved to land, and a difpo-
fition was made accordingly. The generals deter-
mined, that the forts Querqueville, Hommet, and
Gallet, fhould be attacked in the night, by the firft
regiment of guards. The men were actually diftri-
buted in the flat bottomed boats, when a very high
wind arofe, and obliged them to poftpone the attack ;
and the weather continuing to be unfavourable, it
was judged proper to put to fea immediately 3 accord-
ingly the fleet failed towards the ifle of Wight, and
anchored at St. Helen’s the 1ft of july. The dukeof
Marlborough and lord George Sackville fet out for
London, where the king received them very graci-
oufly, leaving the command of the troops to the earl
of Ancram. The sth, orders came to difembark
the troops, till the tranfports thould be revictualled.
They accordingly landed at Cowes, and marched into
their old intrenchments.

Such was the refult of this expedition to the coaft
of France, Concerning the fuccefs of it, we fhould
obferve, that the defign which the englifh miniftry had
in making the attempt was, to deftroy the enemy’s
thipping and naval ftores, to fecure the navigation of
the englifh channel ; and to alarm the king of France
in fuch a manner, as would oblige him to employ a
great number of troops for the defence of his own
coaft ; to hamper him in the profecution of his defigns
upon Germany, and to fcreen Great Britain and lre-

land from the danger of any invafion or infult. It
thould
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fhould alfo be remembered, that the fuccefs whick
attended the expedition, was obtained with little o
no lofs. But whether we may reafonably pronounce,
that the good refulting from the expedition, paid
for the expence we were at in forming and executing
it, is a point I will not pretend to decide. Indeed the
french king, while an englith fquadron of thips, and
a ftrong body of troops were employed in attacking
the maritime parts of France,could not fend fuch pow-
erful reinforcements to his armies in Germany, as if
his own dominions were entirely free from fuch infult.
Befides, this fuccefs convinced all Europe of the real
fuperiority of the englifh naval power, which attacked
the coafts of France, while other fquadrons blocked
up their fhips in their own harbours.

In America it was reafonable to expeét better fuccefs
than our arms had hitherto met with, for the force
which was employed was very formidable. Three
grand expeditions were undertakett ; one againft Lou-
ifburg, another againft Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, and the third againft fort du Quefne. Ge-
neral Abercrombie fucceeded lord Loudon in the
chief command, his lordfhip being recailed in the
winter ; and he refolved to command the expedition
againft Ticonderoga, himfelf. Having colleted the
troops together, he embarked them to the number of
6000 regulars, and gooe provincials, with a-°good
train of artillery, in goo batteaus and 150 whale
boats on the lake George, the sth of july; and
landed at the deftined place the 6th; the general
formed his troops into four columns, and marched:
againft Ticonderoga. The enemy’s advanced guard
fled on his approach, deferting a logged camp, after
burning their tents, &c. The country was all a
wood, through which the englith army continued
their march ; but found it impaflible with any re-
gularity for fuch a body of men, and the guides
were unfkilful, the troops were bewildered, and the

columns
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columns broke, falling in upon one another, Lord
Howe, at the head of the right center column, be-
ing fomewhat advanced, fell in with a party of french
regulars, of about 400.‘men, who had likewife loft
themfelves in their retreat, from theiradvanced guard :
a {kirmifh enfued, in which the french party were de-
feated, with fomelofs. This advantage coft the eng-
glith very dear, their lofs was inconfiderable in num-
bers, but great in confequence. The gallant lord
Howe was the firft man that fell. This brave young
nobleman was an honour to his country : his genius,
courage and judgment difplayed themfelves in all his
aCtions. His regiment was one of the beft in Ame-
rica, owing entirely to the care which his lordfhip
took of their difcipline; and his inftruing them
particularly in the nature of the fervice, in that woody
country. His death fpread the greateft grief and con-
fternation ‘throughout the whole army, as he was de-
fervedly and univerfally beloved and refpeéted in it,
Commodore Howe fucceeded him in his title and in
his virtues *,

General Abercrombie had taken feveral prifoners,
who were unanimous in their reports, that the french
had about 6000 men encamped before their fort at
Ticonderoga, who were intrenching themfelves, and

* There is fomething fo noble and pathetic in the following ad-
vertifement, that any apology for infertirg it is necedlefs. It ap-
peared in the public papers foon after lord Howe’s death,

« To the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders and burgefles of the
town, and county of the town of Nottingham,

As lord Howe is now abfent upon the public fervice, and lient.
colonel Howe is with his regiment at Louifburg, it refts upon me
to beg the favour of your votes and interefts, that lieut. colonel
Howe may fupply the place of his late brother, as jour reprefen-
tative in parliament.

Permit me therefore, to implore the prote&tion of every one of
you, as the mother of him, whofe life has been loft in the fervice
of his country,

Albemarle-fireet,

Sept. 14, 1758.

CharrorTE HowE.

throwing
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throwing up a breaft-work ; and that they expe@ed &
reinforcement of 3000 canadians, befides indians : on
this intelligence, he thought it moft advifeable to lofe
no time, but attack them directly. Accordingly, on
the 8th, he fent Mr. Clerk the engineer, a-crofs the
river, oppofite to the fort, in order to reconnoitre the
enemy’s intrenchments; on his return, he reported,
that an attack was practicable, if made before the in-
trenchments, &c. were finithed : the general then de-
termined to florm it that very day, without waiting
for the artillery, which was not yet come up. The
rangers, light infantry, and the right wing of the
provincials, were pofted in a line out of cannon fhot
of the intrenchments, in order that the regular troops
deftined for the attack of the intrenchments might
form in their rear. The picquets were to begin the
attack, fuftained by the grenadiers, and they by the
battalions: the whole were ordered to march up brifkly,
rufh upon the enemy’s fire, and not to give their’s till
they were within the enemy’s breaft- work.

Thefe orders being iffued, the whole army, except
thofe left at the landing place, for the defence of the
batteaus, &c. were put into motion, and advanced
againft the fort, which the french had madeas firong
as poflible. It is fituated ona tongue of land between
lake George, and a narrow gut, which communicates
with the lake Champlain. On three fides, it is fur-
rounded with water ; and for a good part of the
fourth, it has a dangerous morafs in the front ; where
that failed, the french had made a very ftrong line
near eight feet high, defended by cannon, and fe-
cured by 4 or 5000 men. They had alfo felled 2
great many trees for about an hundred yards, with
their branches outward. Such was the poft which
the engineer had reported to be fo weak, that it was
practicable to attack it without cannon.

The englith army advanced boldly towards it.
When they came up, they not only perceived, hovlvl

muc
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much ftronger the enemy’s intrenchments were, than
they had imagined, but alfo felt it very feverely.
The troops behaved with the utmoft fpirit and gal-
lantry ; but found themfelves fo entangled amongft
the fclled trees, and fo uncovered for want of artil-
lery, thatthey fuffered mott terribly in their approaches
and made fo little impreffion on the intrenchments,
that the generals, fecing their reiterated and obftinate
efforts fail of fuccefs, and the troops having been
upwards of four hours expofed to a moft terrible
fire, thought it neceffary to order a retreat, to fave the
broken remains of their army. Near 2000 men were
killed or wounded in this precipitate and bad con-
duéted attack. General Abercrombie thewed that he
could retreat as falt as he could advance; for after
a moft {peedy flight, the army arrived the gth at
their former camp, to the fouthward of lake George,
which was the evening after the action.

In all milizary expeditions ; but particularly thofe
in fuch a country as north America, the greateft cau-
tion, prudence, and circumfpetion, are abfolutely
neceffary in the conduéting them. What muit that
general feel, who accepts employments without abi-
lities to execute them; who receives the public mo-
ney in his pay, and in return makes a facrifice of the
death of thoufands of his fellow fubjeéts, by his blun-
ders in the field.

But the moft important enterprize in north America,
was the attack on Louifburg ; it had been concerted
by the miniftry in England very early in the year;
the fleet was preparing at Portfmouth fome time, and
confifted of 21 fhips of theline, and 20 frigates *. Ad-

miral
* Ships. Guns. Ships. Guns,
Namure 90 Terrible 74
Royal William 84 Nosthumberland 720
Princefs Amelia 8o Vanguard 70
Dublin 74 Orford 70

T Burford
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Admiral Bofcawen was commander in chief by fea,
having under him, fir Charles Hardy, rear-admiral,
and Philip Durel, efq. commodore. Major general
Ambherft was commander in chief of the land forces,
and under him, brigadier generals Whitmore, Law-
rence, and Wolfe. Colonel Baftide, chief engineer,
col. Williamfon, commander of the train of artillery,
Admiral Bofcawen failed from England, with part of
the above fleet, the 1g9th of february, and having
joined the north american forces, at Hallifax in Nova
Scotia, failed from thence the 28th of may. The
Iand forces aboard the fleet (which confifted of 157
fail) amonted to 14,000 men. The fleet anchored
in Gabarus bay, in the ifland of Cape Breton, the
2d of june. That evening the general, with briga-
diers Lawrence and Wolfe, reconnoitered the thore
as near as he could, and made a difpofition for land-
ing in three places. The enemy had made entrench-
ments along the fhore, mounted with cannon, and
lined with a numerous infantry, where-ever there was
any likelihood of the englith attempting to land. It
was the eighth before they could land their troops, the
furff on fhore had been fo great, that no boat could
poflibly live. During the intermediate time, the

Ships. Guns. Frigates.
Burford 70 Juno
Somerfet 70 Diana
Lancafter 70 Boreas
Devonthire 66 Faent
Bedford 64 Grammont
Captain 64 Shannon
Prince Frederick 64 Hind
Pembroke 6o Portmahon
Kingfton 6o Nightengale
York 6o Kennington
Prince of Orange 6o Squirrel
Defiance 6o Beaver
Nottingham 6o Hunter
Centarian 54 Scarborough, Hawke, Ztna,
Sutherland 50 Lightning, Tyloc.

french
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french had been making their entrenchments as ftrong
as poflible, they had cannonaded ‘and threw fhells,
though ineffectually, at the thips. But on the §th,
the admiral finding that the furff was fomewhat
abated, the troops were affembled in the boats be-
fore break of day, in, three divifions. The Ken-
nington frigate was ftationed on the left, and began
the fire upon the enemy, followed by the Grammont,
Diana, and Shannon frigates in the center, and the
Sutherland and Squirrel upon the right : when this
fire had continued about a quarter of an hour, the
boats upon the left, rowed into fhore, under the com-
mand of brigadier general Wolfe. The divifion on
tie right, under the command of brigadier general
Whitmore, rowed towards the White Point; as if
intending to force a landing there. The center di-
vifion, under brigadier general Lawrence, made at
the fame time a fhew of landing, at the freth water
cove. Thefe two laft divifions, which were only in-
tended as feints, drew the enemy’s attention to every
part, and prevented their troops, pofted along the
coaft, from joining thofe on the right, where the
real landing was to be made.

The enemy, in the mean time, were not idle; as
they had for fome time expefted fuch a vifit, they
were fully prepared to refift it They had thrown up
breaft-works, at every probable place of landing, for-
tified at proper diftances with cannon; befides an im-
menfe number of {wivels of an extraordinary calibre,
mounted on very ftrong perpendicular ftocks of wood
driven into the ground they had alfo prepared for
ﬂankmg, by ereting redans, mounted with cannon,
in the moft advantageous fitnations. Nothing of
the kind was ever feen perhaps more complete, con-
fidering the number of men employed on them, than
thefe fortifications. Befides, all the approaches to
the front lines were rendered extremely difficult, by

the trees they had laid very thick upon the thore,
T 2 round
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round all the cove, with their branches lying towards
the fea, for the diftance of 20 or 30 yards. Nor
could this ftratagem be fufpected at any great diftance,
as.the place had the appearance of one continued
green of little fcattered branches of fir: and but
very few of the guns on their lines were to be di-
ftinguifhed out of the reach of their metal ; the reft
were artificially concealed from view, with fpruce
branches.

The french alted very wifely, did not throw away
a fhot, till the boats were near in thore, and then un-
mafking the latent deftruétion, by the removal of the
fpruce branches, they directed the whole fire of their
cannon and mufketry upon them. The furff was fo
great, that a place could hardly be found to get a
boat on fhore. But notwithftanding the fire of the
enemy, and the violence of the furff, brigadier Wolfe
purfued his point, and landed juft at their left of the
cove, took poft, attacked the enemy, and forced
them to retreat. Many boats overfet, feveral broke
to pieces, and all the men jumped into the water
to get on fhore, ameng the firft of whom was gene-
ral Wolfe.  As fcon as the left divifion was debarked,
the center rowed to the left, and landed. After that
brigadier Whitmore with the divifion of the right
wing, gained the fhore amidft a continual difcharge
of fhot and fhells from the enemy’s lines. And laft
of all Janded the commander in chief, ‘major general
Amberft, in the rear, full of the higheft fatisfaction,
from feeing the refolution, bravery, and fuccefs of
the troops, in {urmounting dificulties and defpifing
dangers. A noble fpecimen of the {pirit he had to
depend on in the remaining part of the enterprize.

The moment the troops were landed, they attacked
a ftrong battery near them in flank, with fo much
vigor, as foon forced the enemy to abandon it. And
they fled on all fides ; they were purfued :ill they got
within canncen fhot of the town. Ina few days after

the
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‘the landing was effefted, the garrifon took the fea-
_fonable precaution of fetting fire to the barracks, and
deftroying in one general conflagration all their out-
buildings ; and left nothing ftanding within two miles
of the town walls.

General Ambherft having traced out a camp, fent
brigadier Wolfe with a {trong detachment, rouzd the
north-eaft harbour, to a point of land; five or fix
thips of the line, and as many frigates, which were
in the harbour, could bring all their guns to bear
vpon the approaches of the englith, befides a battery
on theifland in the harbour, which did the fame: to
filence thefe, general Wolfe was detached to the light
houfe point 3 where, on the 12th, he took pofitfiion
of all the enemy’s poflts, and by his fire, he filenced
the enemy’s illand battery on the 25th ; but the fhips
{till continued to bear upon him.

It was with infinite difficulty and labour, that a road
was made from a proper landing place, for the bring-
ing up the artillery to the camp, when landed.  The
rugzednefs of the ground was fuch, that it was near
a month before it was finithed. The 21t of july,
one of the fhips that had continued firing on general
Wolfe’s batteries, took fire, and blew up, and the
flames communicating to the fails of two others, they
were alfo burnt to the water’s edge. This was a fad ac-
cident to the encmy, as it was not to be repaired. The
fiege, duiing the firt part, went on very {lowly 5
but by the mxddle of july, the great abilities of the
generals Amherft and Wolfe, had got the better of
innumerable difiiculties, and by a well concerted and
continual fire, great part of the town was reduced to
athes The admiral was alfo extremely attentive to
employ his thips to the beft advantage, and gave all
the affiftance in his power on every occafion, to the
land forces : he had the 24th of july acquainted the
general that he intended fending 600 failors in boats,
into the harbour, to deftroy, or brmg away two french

T 3 men
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men of war, that yet remained. The 25th, he ac-
cordingly fent them in, under the command of the
captains Laforey and Balfour; they put off about 12
o’clock at night, and by the advantage of the foggy
darknefs, and the inviolable filence of the people,
paddled into the harbour of Louifburg unperceived,
Tt had been before concerted, that there fhould bea
prodigious brifk fire kept up from the trenches all
night, to draw the enemy’s attention from the har-
bour, which had a good effe¢t. In their feeming fe-
curity, after the boats had pufhed almoft as far as the
grand battery, left the fhips fhould be too much
alarmed by their oars, they took a fweep from thence
towards that part of the harbour, where they knew
the fhips were, and prefently difcovered them. Each
divifion of the boats was no fooner within fight
of the two fhips, captain Laforey’s of le Prudent,
and captain Balfour’s of le Bienfaifant, than the
centinels hailed them in. vain, and began to fire
on them; and the two captains ordered their boats
to give way along fide their refpective thips, and to
board them immediately. In fhort, the men gave
three cheers as they pulled up along the fides, boarded
them with the greateft bravery and took them;
le Prudent being on ground, they burnt her, and
towed off the Bienfaifant in the midft of a moft for-
midable fire from the mortified enemy. One of the
braveft and beft concerted attempts that ever was
undertaken ; and does equal honour to the admiral
who planned it, and the captains and common men,
who executed it.

The 26th, the admiral came on fhore, and ac-
quainted general Ambherft, that he defigned fending
fix of his men of war into the harbour the next day,
to batter the fortifications on the fea fide, He was
but juft come on thore, when Mr. Amherft received
a letter from the governor, offering to capitulate,
much on the fame terms as were granted to the gar:

rifon
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rifon of Minorca ; but, in anfwer to it, admiral Bof-
cawen and general Ambherft returned the following
anfwer :

¢ In anfwer to the propofal I have juft now had
the honour to receive from your excéllency, bv the
fieur Loppinot, I have only to tell your excellency,
that it hath been determined by his exceliency admi-
ral Bofcawen and me, that his fhips fhall go i to-
morrow, to make a general atrack upon the town.
Your excellency knows very well the fituation of the
army and fleet; and as his excellency the admiral, as
well as I, is very defirous to prevent the effuficn of
blood, we give your excellency one hour, after re-
ceiving this, to determine, either to capitulate as pri-
foners of war, or to take upon you all the bad con-
fequences of a defence, againft this fleet and army.
Boscawen,
JeFF. AMHERST.?

To which letter, the governor returned the follow-
ing refolution :

“ To anfwer your excellencies in as few words
as poffible, I fhall have the honour to repeat to you,
that my refolution is ftill the fame; and that I will
fuffer the confequences, and fuftain the attack you
fpeak off.

Le chevalier de Drucour.”

However, M. de Drucour changed his opinion ;
for as foon as Meflrs. Bofcawen and Amherft’s letter
was received into Louifburg, M. Prevot, commiffary
general, and intendant of the colony, brought him
a petition from the traders and inhabitants; which
determined him to fend back the officer, who had
carried his former letter to make his fubmiffion to
the law of force : and accordingly the articles of ca-
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pitulation * were agreed on, whereby the garrifon be-
came priioners of war.

On

* . The garrifon of Louifburg, fhall be prifoners of war, and
fliall be carvied to England, in the fhips of his britannic majefty,

I1. All the artillery, ammunition, provifions, as well as the arms
of any kind whatfoever, which are at prefent in the town of Louif-
burg, the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John, with their appur.
tenances, fhall be deliversd, without the leaft damage, to fuch
commiffaries, as fhall be appointed to receive them, for the ufe of
his britannic majelty.

III. The goverror fhall give his orders, that the troops which
are in the ifland of St. John, and its appurtenances, fhall go on
Loard fuch fhips of war, as the admiral fhall fend to receive
them.

IV. The gate called Porte Daophine, fhall be given up to the
troops of his britannic majeflty, to-morrow at eight o'clock in the
morning, and the garrifon, including all thofe that carried arms,
drawn up at noon on the c{planade, where they thall lay down their
arms, colours, implements, ard ornaments of war. And the gar-
rifon thall go on board, in order to be carried to England in a con-
venient time.

V. The fame care fhall be taken of the fick and wounded, that
are in the hofpitals, as of thofe belonging to his britannic ma-
jefty.

! %,/I. The merchants and their clerks, that have not carried arms
fhall be fent to France, in fuch manner as the admiral fhall think
proper,
Louifburg, july 26, 17358,
Le chevalicr de Drucour,

An acceunt of the guns, mortars, fhot, fhells, &c. found in

Louifburg. Number.
{36 pounders 38
24 97
Iron ordnance mounted | 18 23

on ftanding carriages
with beds and coins,

12 19
8 10
6 28

-+

beds,

Mortars, iron with beds.

N[n
O = OO

L
Mortars, brafs with {'2{7 inches

Maufkets
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On the 24th, three companies of grenadiers, under
the command of major Farquhar, took poffeffion of
the weft-gate ; and general Amherft fent in brigadier
Whitmore, to fee the garrifon lay down their arms,
and poft the neceffary guards in the town, on the

Number,
Mufkets with accoutrements, 75,000
Powder, whole barrels, ' 600
Mufket cartridges, 80,000
Ditto balls,—tons, 13
36 1619
Round thot, . {T‘: ;ggg
6 2336
36 132
24 134
Grape fhot, {12 330
6 530
Cafe fhot 24 53
Double-headed fhot, { '3 185 °
12 53
13 inches, 850
Shells, —_ { lg 132
6 27

Lead pig,
Ditto };h%et, { tons, 27
Iron of forts, tons . 6
Wheelbarrows, 6oo
Shovels, wood 760
Ditto, iron 9oo
Pick-axes, 822
2z
Iron crows, { ]{::%ﬁ 12
Iron wedges, 42
Hand mauls, 18
Pin mauls, 12
Mafon’s trowels, 36
Hammers, 36
Axes, 18

State of the garrifon.

Number of officers, 214. Of foldiers fit for duty, 2374. Of
fick and wounded, 443. Of the fea officers, 135. Of private
men and marines fit for duty, 1124. Sick and wounded belonging
to the thips, 1357. Total taken prifoners, 5637.

ftores,
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ftores, magazines, &c. All the french men of war
that were in the harbour, were taken or deftroyed,
The Prudent, 74 guns, was burnt by the boats of
the fleet : Entreprennant, 74 guns, blown up and
burnt ; Capricieux, Celebre, of 64 guns each, burnt
by the Entreprannant ; Bienfaifant, 64 guns, takenby
the boats; Apollo 50, Chevre, Biché, and Fidelle
frigates, funk by the enemy acrofs the harboyr’s
mouth. Diana 36, taken by the Boreas. Eccho
26, taken by the Juno.

In this advantageous and glorious manner ended
one of the moft important enterprizes of the whole
war; and with fo trifling a lofs on the fide of the
englith, as about 400 men. The britith miniftry
difplayed their judgment in planning tlis attempt.
The genius, conduét, and bravery of the commanders
who executed it, was equalled by nothing, but the
noble emulation and arduous perfeverance, and the
defperate courage of the troops they commanded;
in particular, admiral Bofcawen, and the generals
Amherft and Wolfe, gained immortal honour : the
former received the thanks of the houfe of commons.

The conqueft of this valuable ifland was of the
greatelt advantage to the north american cotonies :
Louifburg, by its fituation, was a conftant tepofitory
for the french privateers, who came out from thence
in great numbers, and continually infefted the coafts
of the englifh fettlements. But its importance to
Britain in general, is ftill clearer; it was the only
place at which the french could cure, or from whence
they could catch their cod, the fith which is taken
in fuch great abundance in thofe feas. This fithery
has many times been computed to bring France in
upwards of 1,000000 1. fterling yearly, befides
maintaining near 20,000 feamen in conftant em-
ployment. This article alone fufficiently fpeaks
its real importance. Louifburg was alfo the key
to their fettlements, on the continent of north

America
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America; all the thips that went from France to Ca-
nada touched here ; before they ventured into the ri-
ver St. Laurence; the french foon found how great
this part of their lofs proved, it being very eafy for
the poflefiors of Cape Breton and Newfoundland to
intercept moft of the thips that go from Europe to
Canada.

In the mean time general Abercrombie, to repair
the misfortune he met with at Ticonderoga, dif-
patched lieutenant colonel Bradftreet, with 3000
troops to make an attack upon fort Frontenac; a for-
trefs which the french had built on lake Ontario.
Mr. Bradftreet, after a difficult, but well conducted
march to Ofwego, embarked his troops there, and
landed them within a mile of fort Frontenac, the
25th of auguft; the garrifon made little oppofition,
furrendering prifoners of war the 27th. It was a
fquare fort of 100 yards, having 60 cannon, but
only half of them were mounted, and 16 fmall mor-
tars, Lieutenant colonel Brad(treet found in it 120
men, befides fome indians, and women and children.
There was an immenfe quantity of provifions and
goods, defigned for their troops on the Ohio, and
their weftern garrifons, which the french valued at
800,000 livres. The lieutenant colonel alfo took ¢
veflels, from eight to eighteen guns, which were all
the french had upon the lake, two of them (one rich-
ly laden) were brought to Ofwego, and the reft, with
all the magazines, he burnt and deftroyed ; together
with the fort, artillery, ftores, &c. agreeable to the
inftructions the lieutenant colonel received from ge-
neral Abercrombie, finifhing his expedition with equal
honour to himfelf, and advantage to his country.

But I muft here make a few remarks on the gene-
ral’s ordering Mr. Bradftreet to deftroy fort Frontenac.
That poft is fo ftrong by nature, that had he ordered
it to be fortified, a garrifon of 3 or 400 men to be
left in it, and the veflels to be preferved and kept
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cruifing on the lake, it has been very juftly thoughg
that the french would have fuffered much more fe-
verely. It could then have refifted any force they
could have brought againft it ; and, by its fituation,
would have cut off the communication between Ca-
nada and all their fettlements on the Ohio and adja-
cent country, which would foon have proved a fatal
ttroke to the french empire in thofe parts.

The {uccefs which lieutenant colonel Bradftreet met
with at fort Frontenac, was of great afliftance to the
expedition which had been undertaken againft fort du
Quefne, under brigadier general Forbes. That gallant
officer, with about 6000 men, after having taken the
greateft pains to collect them at Philadelphia, marched
from thence, the latter end of june, by Carlifle, Rayf-
town, and fort Cumberland. Itisinconceivable what
difficulties he met with in this tedious march of fome
© months, through an unknown woody country, con-
tinually harraffed by the enemy’s indians ; nothing
but the moft prudent circumfpection in the general
could have conduéted the army fafe, through fuch an
almoft impracticable rout. The 14th of feptember,
major Grant, with an advanced guard of 8oo men,
came in fight of fort du Quefne, having marched fo
forward with an unaccountable defign of taking the
fort by a coup de main ; and the party being very
badly conduted, was defeated by the enemy, who
fallied out of the fort, and attacked him, killing a
great many, and difperfing the reft. However, the
french found the indians wavered in their obedience,
in proportion as the englith army advanced, for ge-
neral Forbes had previoufly engaged them to aéta
neutral part, after thoroughly convincing them in
feveral {kirmifhes, that all their attempts upon his
advanced pofts, were vain : this determined the french
to abandon the fort, which they did: having deftroy-
ed all the works, they fell down the Ohio the 24th of
november, towards their more northern fertlements,

to
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to the number of 4 or 500 men; and the next day
‘general Forbes erefted the englith flag on fort du
Quefne, which he named Pittfburg.  He direétly fet
about re-fortifying it, as well as arrcumftances would
permit, and left it too ftrong to be attacked by any
force which the french had in thofe parts. The gene-
ral’s health was {o extremely bad, as would permit
him only to give the neceffary orders, and lafted juft
long enough for him to fee the effets of his conduct
and courage. He died on his return to Philadelphia,
beloved by his friends and regreted by his enemies.
In this manner we became mafters of that impor-
tant fortrefs, which was the occalion of a deftruétive
war being kindled, and fpread frém one end of the
world to the other. The lofs of it was a terrible
firoke to the french in north America; the whole
country bordering on the Ohio, and its branches was
dire@ly reduced to the obedience of the englifh,
as the indians, as foon as ever the french abandoned
the fort, came and made their fubmiffion to the ge-
neral. This conqueft, in a manner divided their fet-
tlements of Canada and Louifiana *. On

* Tt is not confiftent with the fhortnefs of the plan of this work,
to give an account of all the brave aCtions performed at fea by our
privateers and fingle thips of war; but there is {fomething fo ex-
traordinary in what captain Forreft, of his majefty’s thip Augufta,
of 6o guns, effeéted, that it would be uppardonable to omit it;
that gentleman, with the above fingle thip, attacked and took the
following flcet:

Ships names. Tonnage, Guns. Men.
Le Mars, 500 22 108
Le Theodore, 650 18 70
Le Solide ‘ 350 iz 44
Le Margarite, 350 12 51
St. Pierre, 300 14 40
Maurice le Grand, 300 12 36
La Flore, 300 12 35
La Brilliant, 200 10 20
La Mannette, 120 o 12

Total 3070 112 426

This
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On the whole, although general Abercrombie failed
in his attempt on Ticonderoga, yet this campaign
in north America was extremely glorious. That
moft valuable and important fortrefs of Louifburg,
with the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John conquered;
fort du Quefne abandoned; and fort Frontenac de-
firoyed : thefe are events which will adorn the annals
of Britain to the lateft pofterity. No fuccefles were
ever more highly advantageous to Great Britain, than
thefe ; they were entirely national, and tended to fe-
cure our american fettlements, in the greateft degree,
thofe natural fources of our naval ftrength and power,

The french felt the weight of the englith power in
every part of the world. It was now diretted and
put in motion by minifters of capacity and genius.
The coaft of France itfelf had been infulted; and it
was refolved in the britiTh cabinet to continue thofe
expeditions.  Accordingly, on the 1ft of Auguft,
commodore Howe, with his fleet and tranfports, fet
fail from St. Hellen’s, having on board the little army,
which had before been under the command of the
duke of Marlborough, but was commanded now by
Heut. general Bligh ; with his royal highnefs prince
Edward, who came down from London, to be pre-
fent at this expedition, in quality of midfhipman,
and whofe prefence diffufed an univerfal joy amongft
the fleet and army. In a few days they came before
Cherbourg, the object of the expedition ; and perceived
that the french had entrenched themfelves by a line
running from Ecceundeville, that ftandsabout twomiles
from Cherbourg, along the coaft for four or five miles;

This is fo very amazing, that one would think it impoffible for
ene fingle thip, without a friend in view, to take fo many; but how
much more {urprifing is it, when we know that this was performed
within three leagues of one of their principal harbours, Pitit Guave
in St. Domingo. This brave captain had before, in the fame fia-
tion with three men of war, attacked eight french ones, and got
the viftory, though not with the fame advantage as is difplayed
above.

with
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with feveral batteries, at proper diftances. Behind
thefe intrenchments the french troops appeared, both
horfe and foot; they did not advance to the open
beach, as their defences did not reach fo far. ‘The
bomb-ketches lying in fhore, played upon their in-
trenchments, not only in the ufual way, but alfo
with ball mortars, which threw a great quantity of
balls; thefe were well direfted, and feemed greatly
to difconcert the french cavalry. On the adjoining
fields was a great number of peafants, reaping the
corn; and, in a meadow direftly oppofite to the for-
ces, there was one man employed in making hay
with great compofure, as if the landing was not worth
his notice. Prince Edward went on board the Pallas,
one of the fhips intended for battering the forts;
afterwards vifited the bomb-ketches, that he might
fee the manner of working the mortars.

On the 6th, the landing was effeted ; the flat-bot-
tomed boats rowing towards the fhore, with more
regularity than appeared in the former difembarkation
in the bay of Cancalle. Commodore Howe had
placed the ketches and men of war fo judicioufly, that
they covered the landing in fuch an effe¢tual manner,
that the enemy durft not advance beyond their in-
trenchments. The troops leaped into the water, and
were foon formed on the beach, with a natural breaft-
work before them. Never did an enemy behave in a
more daftardly manner ; they retired with only firing
a few fhot, and left the englifh to finith their land-
ing in the utmoft fecurity. As foon as the greateft
part of the troops were landed, it was expected that
they would have marched to the village of Querque-
ville; but the general thought proper to remain at
Erville, near the place where they landed. The
troops were there encamped at night, in a very irregu-
lar manner, on a {pot of ground, not more in extent
than 400 paces; fo that had the enemy attacked

them
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them in the front and on the left, they would have
been obliged to fight withinfinite difadvantage. Thig
ftrange conduct was quite contrary to the maxim in
war, never to occupy any ground, but where youcan
exert your whole force to the beft advantage ; and no
good apology can be made, for hampering an army by
a confined fituation, in the face of a retiring enémy ¥

The next day after landing, the forces entered
Cherbourg without oppofition, the town being open
towards the land, they proceeded to deftroy the forti-
fications, bafon, mole, &c. all which had been built
with excellent materials, and at a vaft expence. But
this fervice was not performed in the moft regular
manner ; the difcipline of the troops was much vio-
lated, and the inhabitants of Cherbourg, with reafon
complained very much of the foldiers marauding;
they were courteoufly heard, but received no relief,
Unfortunately the troops had difcovered fome maga-
zines of wine, which occafioned much delay in the
demolition of the works, by the drunkennefs of the
foldiers. But in this fcene of diffolute behaviour, the
foot guards exhibited a laudable example to the
reft of the troops, by the ftrictnefs of their difcipline.
All the fhips in the harbour were burnt; and the
town and country round it laid under contribution,
and hoftages taken for 18,000 L. of it. All the can-
non + were put on board a danifh thip in the harbour,
and fent under convoy to England. As foon as thefe
feveral operations were executed, the troops re-em-
barked the 16th, with great expedition and equal
{afety.

Although this expedition to Cherbourg did the
french fo much damage, and was confequently o ad-

= Vide general Elliot’s campaign on the coaft of France, p. 77

+ About 150 pieces. Above 6ooo cannon fhot were found in
Cherbourg, 50,0001b, of gunpowder, befides a large quantity of
fhells carridges, {mall that, flints, &c. &c. &c. '
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vantageous to us; ftill the manNER in which it was
condu&ed reflected no great honour on the nation.
Difcipline, the very foul of armies, and more efpeci-
ally fmall ones, was very much neglected. Many
very falfe fteps were committed ; one I have inftanced
another was, the creating a delay for the fake of
marching towards Cherbourg in one body, when
there was no enemy to fear. The tedious manner
in which the works were demolifhed, owing to the
negle¢t of difcipline, is fo well known, that I need
not repeat it. The faccefs which attended the expe-
dition, was much more owing to bad condu&, and
cowardly behaviour of our enemies, than to any me-
rit that can be dilcovered in the conduéting it*. But
I thould here, in juftice to the commodore and fea
officers, obferve, that they gained great honour, by
their {kill in embarking and dif-embarking the troops.
After having been two days in the harbour without
feeing an enemy, the fleet fet fail the 18th, and the
23d “arrived in Weymouth road ; being driven there
by contrary winds.

* One inftance of mifmanagement I maft be allowed to quote :
¢ The general, atterded by fome of the commanding officers, go-
ing out to reconnoitre with a detachment of grenadiers, and a
party of light horfe, fome of the french cavalry appeared at a di-
ftance. Captain Lindfey, of the light horfe was immediately or-
dered to attack them ; at the requeﬁ (as it is {aid) of fome young
gentlemen, who were defirous of {eeing the horfe engage: he ac-
cordingly advanced st a brifk pace, withont detaching from his
front and flanks ; and falling in with a body of infantry, pofted
behind a hedge, reccived a fevere fire, which obliged the light
horfe to wheel about, and retire, Captain Lindfey was mortally
wounded by a mutket fhot and died, univerfally regretted, asa wor-
thy young man, and one of the moft intelligent, active, and in-
duftrious officers in the fervice, What pity fo much merit {hould
have been unneceflarily thrown away, to gratify the rafh imperd-
nent curmﬁty of thofe, who had no right to dxétate on fuch an oc-
eafion,” Elliot’s campaign, p. 82.
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It was his majefty’s inftructions, that this arma.
ment, fhould proceed in their attempts on the coafk
of France; when they fet fail from Cherbaurg, theit
defign was to proceed on the coaft of St. Maloes;
but the contrary winds detained them fome time:
on the 25th of auguft they made the french thore ;
and two days after anchored in the bay of St. Lu-
nar, about two leagues to the weftward of St. Ma-
loes, and there landed without oppofition. As foon
as that was effeCted, a party of grenadiers was de-
tached, who burned 14 or 15 veffels in the harbour
of St. Briac. The 27th, 28th, and 2gth were fpent
in reconnoitring and deliberating on what could be
done. In one of thefe excurfions, prince Edward
advanced fo near St. Maloes, as to expofe his perfon
to fome fhot from the town. A ball grazing, en
ricochet, near the place where he ftood, a ferjeant
fprung before him, to defend his royal highnefs with
his body ; the prince was fo pleafed with this un.
common mark of courage and attachment, that,
he rewarded the man with a handfome gratifica-
tion.

Nothing could give greater furprife, than the choice
that was made of St. Lunar bay to land in; byits
fituation, it was very plain that St. Maloes was the
objectof the expedition ; and it was very remarkable,
that now their force was weaker than when under the
duke of Marlborough, they fhould think of attack-
ing that town, which before was too ftrong for more
numerous forces; but there was fomething fo ex-
tremely abfurd and unaccountable in the whole ma-
nagement of this affair, that I cannot pretend to form
any judgment on the defigns of the commander.

The army was landed but a few days, when an
attack on St. Maloes was found utterly impractica-
ble; it was therefore refolved to penetrate further
into the country ; moving however, in fuch a manner

as
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as to be near the fleet, in cafe it thould be neceffary
to re-embark. What the troops were to march into
the country for, was very difficult at that time, or
even at this, to know ; for there was no other object
of importance enoucrh to be attacked, in the neigh-
bourhood befides, St. Maloes. The march was begun
the 8th of feptember ; and the commodore finding
the bay of St. Lunar extremely dangerous for the
thips to ride in, moved up to the bay of St. Cas, about
three leagues to the weftward. The 10oth, the troops
had reached the village of Malignon, bem(f continu-
ally engaged in fkirmithing with parties of the ené-
my, and with {ome lofs, For by this time the duke
d’Aguillon, who commanded the french troops in
Brltanny, with an army of 12 battalions and fix {qua-
drons of regulars, and two regiments of militia, with
a train of artillery, was advanced within {ix miles of
the englith army : and, although the enemy was fo
near, ftill the englifh encamped with as much fecu-
rity and as little precautxon, as if theenemy had been
at the diftance of 20 leagues; and although the de-
ferters had affured the creneral of their being fo near
him.

The bay of St. Cas, being diftant about three miles,
was reconnoizred for re-embarkation. The Coldftream
regiment of guards had already pofiefied the ground
to the right of the village of St. Cas, by the wind-
mill. The bay was covered by an intrenchment,
which the french had made to prevent the englith
landing ; it was propofed that this fhould be turned
againft the enemy, and fome progrefs was made in
that work; but it was interrupted for want of tcols.
In fhort, the bay was found a very improper place
for embarking troops 3 and a propofal was made, that
it thould be performed from an open fair beach on
the left, between St. Cas and St. Guildo. This advice
was moft unfortunately negleted ; and the ill confe-
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quences foon appeared. It was determined on the
1oth, in a council of war, that they fhould re-em-
bark with all expedition.

Early in the morning on the 11th, to the aftonifh-
ment of every mortal, the GENERAL was beat ; the
asseMBLY following as ufual 3 this condué actually
feemed as if the greateft pains was taken to inform the
french of their departure.  Had the troops decamped
in the night without noife, they would in all proba-
bility have arrived at the beach before the french had
known of their motions. The englith were imme-
diately in motion ; yet, though the diftance did not
exceed three miles, the halts and interruptions were fo
frequent that the army did not arrive at St. Cas, be-
fore nine o’clock. The enemy did not appear till
they had reached the fhore : the embarkation of the
troops was immediately begun ; but by fome miftake
in orders, they were rowed too far in queft of their
refpective fhips ; fo that an unneceffary fpace of time
was loft ;' and when they did return, they were moft
infamoufly employed in carrying away horfes and
cows, inftead of men; notwithftanding all the at-
tenrion and care of the sea-oFF1cERrs, who behaved
extremely well.  The french firft appeared by a wind-
mill to the left; and played on the troops embark-
ing, from a battery of ten guns, and eight mortars.
‘They foon after marched down a hollow way, to at-
tack the englith ; but as foon as they were on the
beach, the fhips of the fleet played on them fo fevere-
ly, as to put them into great confufion ; but they
formed in a long line againft the englifh, as they
came down from the hollow way. All the grena-
diers of the army, and one half of the firft regiment
of guards, remained on fhore, under the command
of major general Dury; who was advifed to attack
the enemy with bayonets fixed, before a confiderable
number of them had arrived on the beach ; but this
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advice was negleted, and the opportunity loft.. The
engagement began with an irregular fire from right
to left; and after a fhort, but unequal conteft, the
ammunition of the englith foldiers, which was far
from being complete, failed ; the men were then {eized
with a pannic, they weré foon broke and fled in the
utmoft confufion. Sir John Armitage was thot thro’
the head at the beginning of the action ; many of
the officers fell; and a great number of men were
flain. It foon became a dreadful carnage : fome ran
jnto the fea, and endeavoured to fave their lives, by
fwimming towards the boats, which were ordered to
give them all poflible affiftance. Some officers fwam
near two miles before they were taken up; general
Dury perithed in the fea. The men were butchered
both on the fhore and in the water ; many in fwim-
ming were killed by the fhot and fh:lls from the
french cannon and mortars. Several of the fri-
gates continued, during this time, to fire on the
french army, and great part of the carnage was owing
to that; for they being filenced by a fignal from
the commodore, the french officers and foldiers be-
haved inftantly with the greateft generofity and mo-
deration, in giving immediate quarter and protec-
tion to the conquered; fuch a noble behaviour as the
englith had very little reafon to expeét, in return for
their marauding, pillaging, burning, and other ex-
ceffes, We had a thoufand choice troops killed,
wounded, and taken prifoners, and confidering the
fhot 1rom the frigates, which made lanes through
the enemy, their Tofs could not be much lefs. One
inftance of heroic bravery, I muft be allowed to quote.
Commodore lord Howe, perceiving that the failors
in the boats were a little ftaggered by the enemy’s
fire, exhibited a remarkable inftance of intrepidity,
by ordering himfelf to be rowed in his own boat
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through the thickeft of the fire, and bringing off as
many men as it would carry.

Such was the unfortunate end of this éxpedition
to the coaft of France. The lofs was but trifling
but then it caft a difreputation on our arms; and
difpirited the people, as much as it exulted thofe of
France. It might have been more fuccefsful; nay,
we may almoft {ay it would have been fo; had the
army been condutted in a different manner; but ne-
ver was fuch weaknefs difcovered in any military ex-
pedition.  What could the general continue his ope-
rations for after the defign upon St. Maloes was laid
afide? Why did he not re-imbark immediately, and
proceed to a more proper place for making an at-
tempt ? What reafon can be given for negletting
every piece of intelligence that was received of the
enemy’sforceand motions; for communicating to them
all thofe midnight motions by beat of drum, when
all poflible care ought to have been taken to prevent
them from procuring that knowledge ? For what
reafon did the troops loiter away f{even hours in a
march only of three miles! And why were they re-
imbarked at a place where no meafures had been
taken for their cover or defence? Thefe queries, I
believe, will be very difficult to an{wer, In fhort,
fuch folly and indifcretion appeared throughout this
expedition, that it is with concern, I am obliged to
confefs, neither Britain nor her general gained any
great honour by it. Such military enterprizes, in
a country intirely unknown ; and in the face of a {u-
perior enemy, will never be attended with either ho-
nour or advantage to the nation, unlefs conduéted
by a commander of approved valour, condué, and
experience. In thefe expeditions®every moment is
critical 5 and the whole army ought on fuch occafions
to go through all their manceuvres with the fame
alertnefs and circumfpeclion as if an eénemy was in
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fight. It fhould be remembered, that oftentimes
every peafant in the country proves a dangerous one;
and that nothing will ballance all the difadvan-
tages, which an invading army lies under; but the
greateft caution, the ftricteft difcipline, and the ne-
ver omitting to catch the decifive moment, in which

every movement and action can only with propriety
be made.
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CHAZP XVL

Campaign on the Rbine. Army under duke Ferdinand
paffes that river. Battle of Crevelt.. Battle of San-
derbaufen.  Battle of Meer. General Inboff joins
the englfh forces under the duke of Marlborough,
Hanoverian army repaffes the Rhbine.  Occupies the
pcfts on the Lippe.  Battle of Lanwerenbagen. The
two armies go into winter quarters. Remarks on the
campaign.

HE war this campaign contained many great
actions, in every part of the world; but par-
ticularly in Germany. I left duke Ferdinand of
Brunfwick at the head of the hanoverians driving the
french army, under the marfhal prince de Clermont,
before him, which had already paffed the Rhine.
The duke prepared with all expedition to pals it after
them: and to the aftonithment of all Europe he ef-
fected it in the face of a fuperior army, and without
lofs.

The 25th of may, the greateft part of his army
was encamped at Notteln ; they marched from thence
to Coefveld, and the head quarters were fixed at Dul-
men, the 27th. A detachment of feveral battalions
and fquadrons, under major general Wangenheim,
affembled the 26th at Dorften, with orders to ad-
vance himfelf to the gates of Duffeldorp; and to
caufe a corps under general Scheither to pafs the
Rbine at Duyfbourg.  This paflage was executed in
the night, between the 29th and zoth, with fuch fuc-
cefs, that Scheither having attacked with bayonets,
three battalions of french who oppofed him, entirely
defeated them. On the 29th, the grand army marched
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early in' the morning from Dulmen towards Dorften,
and encamped at Limbeke, from whence lieutenant
general Wutgenau was detached towards Weflel, with
a body of infantry and cavalry, he advanced by Ra-
efveld and encamped at Ringenburg. In the mean
time, his ferene highnefs the duke himfelf, went to
Boecholt ; and the advanced guard of the army
marched on the zoth to Emmerick, being followed
by the reft of the army, which was encamped at
Vraflelt; and in the evening of the 31ft, the whole
army was in motion to pafs the Rhine. The duke’s
defign was to crofs it at Lobit, but an unforefeen ac-
cident prevented him : however, in the night of the
1ft of june, the paflfage was fuccefsfully effected near
Herven.

The main army having thus paffed, the prince
ordered the bridge to be carried up the river to Rees,
and there laid on the 6th, whilft a corps under ge-
neral Durchtlechen croflfed the river in boats; as
foon as the bridge was finifhed at Rees, the detach-
ment under general Wutgenau alfo pafled the river ;
and next day, another under general Sporken croffed.
On the 7th, the whole army marched from Goch,
and encamped at Wees. The next day it proceeded
to Uden, and marched to attack the enemy, who, as
foon as the duke had paflfed the Rhine, retired into
a very ftrong camp on the eminences at Zanten ; and
on the 1oth, the two armies were in fight of each
other ; the next day the prince reconnoitred the
french camp, and found it acceffible only on the
feft, towards Guilders; by a mafterly motion, he
obliged the prince of Clermont to quit this advanta-
geous camp at Rheinburg, and to retire towards
Meurs, in the night of the r2th. The duke then
gave a new pofieffion to his army, by occupying
fome heights, commonly called St. Anthony’s moun-
tains, having the town of Meurs in his front, 'at two
leagues diftance, and the right towards the village of
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St. Jannigfberg ; by the 14th of june, this pofition
was effe¢ted ; and the next day the duke was informed
that the french army was advancing in four columng
on his right ; on which intelligence, the whole hano-
verian army was immediately drawn up in order of
battle. His highnefs iwent himfelf to reconnoitre,
and-diftinctly faw a large body of french coming over
the plain of Hulfte, and marching towards Crevelt ;
but not knowing whether it was the whole army, or
only a detachment, he halted till towards the even-
ing, when he received certain information, that the
french army had marched towards Nuys, and that
the troops which he faw was a detachment fent to
take pofleflion of the poft of Crevelt.

His ferene highnefs was furprifed to find that the
prince of Clermont fhould fend this detachment at {o
great a diftance from his grand army ; he wanted to
penetrate into the defigns of the french general, whe-
ther the prince would advance towards Crevelt, or
whether the detachment there would fall back on the
prince of Clermont. His highnefs, that he might
be perfeétly acquainted with the defigns of that ge-
neral 3 ordered the prince of Holftein, with three
battalions and fifteen fquadrons, to march early in
the morning of the 18th, towards Hulfte; and ge-
neral Wangenheim, with four battalions and four
fquadrons, to crofs the Rhine at Duyfbourg, and
advance towards Meurs ; he alfo detached the heredi-
tary prince of Brunfwick, with 12 battalions and 12
{quadrons, the 1gth, towards Kempen, whilft the
prince of Holftein advanced towards Hulfte. The
hereditary prince was aifo ordered, that in cafe he
perceived no change in the difpofition of the enemy’s
army or detachment, he fhould march the next day
directly towards Kuremond, 4nd endeavour to poffefs
himfelf of a magazine there. Duke Ferdinand him-
felf then reconnoitered the enemy at Kempen the
next day; and perceived fome movements in the
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camp of M. St. Germain, who commanded the de-
tachment at Crevelt, which inclined him to believe,
that general intended to march againft the prince of
Holftein at Hulfte ; and was foon after informed,
that the whole french army had quitted Nuys, and
were advanced to Crevelt ; this motion of the enemy
was made in confequence of the duke’s detachments ;
and he inftantly took fuch meafures, as the plan he
had formed required. All the troops he could difpofe
of were united the 20th in camp, the right of which
extended towards Kempen, and the left towards
Hulfte. On the 21ft, M. de St. Germain’s corps de-
camped, and marched towards Aurad, where it joined
their grand army. In making this motion, they
abandoned the town of Crevelt, which the duke im-
mediately took poffeffion of. The 22d he reconnoi-
tered the enemy on the fide of St. Anthony, and re-
folved to march the next day to attack them in their
camp. His ferene highnefs gave the command of
his left wing, confifting of 18 battalions and 28
fquadrons, to lieutenant general Sporken : The right
wing, confifting of 24 fquadrons and 16 battalions,
he entrufted to the prince of Holftein and general
‘Wangenheim, and the infantry was commanded by
the hereditary prince.

The french army was ftrongly fituated, their right
wing extended towards a very thick wood, having in
its front the village of Ravenfgaet, and the town of
Crevelt; its left bordered on another thick wood,
near the town of Anrad, having before the front of
the whole army a ftrong retrenchment, with a foffe ;
behind which was placed their cannon.

The 23d, at four in the morning, the hanoverian
‘army began to move; its right advanced in two co-
lumns ; one by the village of St. Anthony, and the
other croffed the wood, and took the rout of Such-
velen. Its left advanced in one column, a little to
the right of Crevelt. The {trength of the enemy’s

front,
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front, determined the duke to make his attack a¢
the village of Anrad ; but to rife doubts in the ene-
my, he ordered general Sporcken, who commanded
the left of his line of battle; and general Oberg,
who commanded the center, (as {oon as his highnefs
himfelf began the attack at Anrad) to attack the front
of the enemy, and do their utmoft to penetrate it ;
recommending to them to make good ufe of their
heavy artillery, in order to oblige the french to em-
ploy their attention as much on their right wing and
center, as on their left, and to engage and divide
their attention equally in three different places, which
would prevent them from fending any reinforcement
to the real attack, for fear of weakening themfelves,
in fome part or other, where he might make im-
preffion.

Thefe difpofitions being made, his ferene highnefs
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers of the right
wing ; and having arrived at Anrad, drew the whole
wing up in order of battle, in the plain before that
village. It was one o'clock at noon before the enemy
began to act. The duke’s artiilery being greatly fu-
perior to that of the french, facilitated the means of
his infantry’s forming themfelves in greater fecurity ;
bur this was not effected till after a cannonade, as vio-
lent as it was well fupported, and the enemy’s refift-
ance was very brave: but the duke found that he
muft ufe fmall arms, to drive the enemy entirely from
their intrenchments ; wherefore the hereditary prince
put him[elf at the head of the firft line, and advanced
with the whole front direftly towards them ; the fire
then became extremely hot on each fide, and neither
difcontinued, or in any degree diminifhed for two
hours and an half ; and about five o’clock in the af-
ternoon, the prince affifted by the generals Kilman-
fegge and Wangenheim, forced two ditches in the
front of the enemy, that were in a wood ; and the
other regiments of infantry did the fame, all along
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their front; upon which, that part of the enemy’s
infantry retired in the greateft confufion; but was
covered by their horfe, although the hanoverian ar-
tillery kept a terrible fire on them all the while. Dur-
ing the whole affair, the artillery of the left and cen-
ter, under generals Sporcken and Oberg, had done
great execution ; but as the diftance they were from
the duke himfelf, made ‘them uncertain what turn
affairs had taken with him, they never ventured to
attack the enemy’s front oppofite to them; fo that
the enemy’s right wing and center retired in the greateft
order towards Nueys, which was the rout of the reft
of their army in the flight.

Seven thoufand of the beft troops of France were
either killed, wounded, or taken prifoners in this
battle: and to the gieat concern both of the french,
and even of their enemies, the count de Gifors, only
fon of the marfhal duke de Bellifle, notabove 25 years
of age, newly married to the heirefs of an illuftrious
houfe, himfelf the laft Lope of a moft noble family,
was mortally wounded at the head of his regiment,
which fo'lowed his heroic example, in making incre-
dible efforts. This amiable young nobleman, who
fell in his firft campaign, was one of the beft and
moft accomplifhed men that did honour to his country
in the prefent age *.

One capital miftake in the difpofition of the prince
de Clermont, and -~hich we have reafon to believe,
in great part, occalioned his defeat, was his not poft-
ing a ftrong corps at the entrance into the wood, on
the left of Anrad. Had the flank of his left been
as ftrong as his whole line of front, duke Ferdinand
would never have dared to attack him.

The manceuvres of that commander, preveding
the battle, were excellent; and his condué&t in it,
fuch as did the greateft honour to his military capa-
city, and the bravery of his troops : but ftill the
vi¢tory, though great, was far from being either

entire
# Vide appendixy
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entire or decifive : the french army being near their
own frontiers, were very foon ftrongly reinforced ;
fo that they were enabled foon to oppofe the hano-
verian army again, in a defenfive manner ; and even
fent a confiderable reinforcement to their army under
the prince de Soubife, on the other fide of the Rhine,
which was ravaging the landgraviate of Hefle,

In the mean time, duke Ferdinand followed hig
blow ; and having paffed the Rhine with a large
detachment, appeared, on the 28th of June, before
Duffeldorp, a city of great importance, fituated on
that river. The garrifon of 2000 men, marched
out on honourable terms, the 8th of July, after
fuftaining a very {fevere bombardment. * The prince
left a garrifon in it, and threw a bridge of boats over
the river ; which he knew would be of great fervice
to him, in cafe of being obliged to repafs it. The
army of France, with its reinforcements, received
a new commander ; the prince of Clermont was re-
moved, and marfhal Contades appointed commander
in chief.

Duke Ferdinand was in hopes that the prince of
Yfenburg, who commanded the heflian troops againft
the prince de Soubife, would find him employment
for fome time. He refolved therefore to transfer
" the feat of war, from the Rhine to the Maes, think-

* Extra& from a letter of the duke de Belleifle’s to marfhal Con.
tades, july 15, 1758, ~

¢« You tell me, that you cannot bring yousfelf to imagine, that
a town, fuch as Dufleldorp, fhould furrender without being befieged.
We,are ftill more furprifed, that the count Clermont fuffered it,
having it abfolutely in his power to have prevented it, by making
ufe of the means which he had at hand ; {and it will fll be the
more grievous, if, what I am af aid of, we have left our artillery
and military ftores of all kinds there) the enemy having no troops
on the right fide of the river, while we had always a free commu-
nication with that city. The confequences of the lofs, or keeping
of Duffeldorp, were fo effential and decifive, that they could not
efcape the general, or even private men, It was cafy to forefee
the embarrafs it would occafion.

ing,
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ing, that by carrying the war into the enemies coun-
try, he might draw the french from the Rhine, and
oblige the prince de Soubife to come to the affiftance
of the main army, under the marfhal Contades. To
execute this plan, the duke marched towards Rure-
mond, the latter end of july; but the long and
heavy rains, which had fell for fome time paft, re-
tarded his motions extremely ; and in the mean time
an unfortunate piece of news arrived, which obliged
him to change his plan of operations.

The duke de Broglio had been fent by marfhal
Contades, with a ftrong detachment, to reinforce
the prince of Soubife in Heffe. Prince Yfenburg
commanded 7000 Heflians againft him. The french,
amounting to 12000 men, attacked the prince on
the 23d of july, and after a moft obftinate fight,
gained a viftory. ‘This affair was attended with very
bad confequences ; for it gave the french the pof-
feflion of the Wefer, and opened them a road into
Weftphalia ; where they might attack the reinforce-
ment of englifh troops, under the command of the
duke of Marlborough, which was marching to join
prince Ferdinand. In this fituation, the prince had
no other option, but a victory over the french, or to
repafs the Rhine. The former was extremely diffi-
cult to attempt, for Contades declined coming to an
engagement, in the moft careful manner; and it
was dangerous to remain long in a pofition, where
he had the french army on one wing, and the fortrefs
of Guelders on the other, befides feveral pofts,
within reach of obftru&ting the convoys and fub-
fiftence of his army. His highnefs determined to
march back to the Rhine.

In the mean time, general Inhoff had been fome
time pofted on the right of the Rhine, in a ftrong
camp near Meer ; with a defign to cover the bridge
at Rees ; to fecure a confiderable magazine ; and to
keep open a communication between the englith re-

inforcements,



( 304 )

inforcements, and the duke’s army ; his corps did
not amount to quite {ix battalions, and four fquadrons,
together about 3000 men. M. de Chevert, one of
the greateft generals at that time, in the french army,
had alfo fome time before, pafied the Rhine, with an
intention of making himfelf mafter of Duffeldorp ;
but the heavy rains, and fome other crofs accidents,
having fruftrated his {cheme, he inftantly formed
another, of more importance. It was to drive ge-
neral Inhoff from his ftrong poft; to burn the
bridge at Rees ; to make himielf mafter of the ma-
gazine ; and to cut off the communication of the
englifh troops from the duke’s army. A moft noble
and judicious project, and worthy of the general
who formed it. He colleted fome ftraggling de-
tachments, and his whole corps amounted to 12000
men.

Duke Ferdinand would have reinforced Inhoff,
had it been praticable ; but his army was too
much fatigued, to begin fuch a march, as would
have been neceflary ; and the extraordinary over-
flowings of the Rhine, which rendered the bridge
at Rees impaffable, was an additional difficulty ;
fo that the general had no refource, but in his
own good conduét, and the great bravery of his
troops. On the 4th of auguft, he received in-
telligence that the enemy was to pals the Lippe,
and would march to Rees direétly. As he knew
they might get thither by turning his camp; he
refolved to decamp, to cover that place ; which
he accordingly did; but hearing nothing farther of
the enemy, and believing his former advices falfe,
he returned to his old camp at Meer; where he had
no fooner placed his advanced guards, but they
found themlelves engaged with the enemy, who had
advanced from Wefel.

Inhoff’s front was covered with coppices and
ditches; with a rifing ground on his right, from

* whence
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whence he perceived that the french were marching
into that difficult ground ; he refolved to attack them
as foon as they entered it, well knowing the great dif-
ference there Is in attacking and being atracked. He
accordingly placed a regiment upon his right, in a
coppice, in order to fall upon the left of the enemy
when quite uncovered ; and gave orders to the other
regiments to march, with drums beating up to the
enemy, and to attack them with bayonets, as foonas
they fhould hear the fire of that in the coppice on the
right. Thefe judicious orders being executed by the
whole corps, with the utmoft fpirit, had fo great an
effeét, that after a refiftance of about half an hour,
the enemy left the field of battle, eleven pieces of
cannon, many prifoners, and moft of their ammuni-
tion and baggage, to the hanoverians, who drove
them under the cannon of Wefel. General Inhoff
delayed not a moment purfuing this victory, fo glo-
rioufly won over {o great a fuperiority. He direltly
took proper care to fecure his magazines, and then
quitted his poft at Meer, and marched with the ut-
moft diligence, towards the rout of the englifh forces,
and joined them fafely ; an event, which had hitherto
been attended with fo much difficulty.

During this interim, prince Ferdinand marched his
army ftill nearer the Maefe, and encamped between
Ruremond and Schwalm, the latter end of july ; the
enemy continuing in their camp at Dalem. The
beginning of auguft, he marched towards Dulcken,
and finding it neceflary to attack the poft of Watch-
tendonck, the hereditary prince prepared to execute
that piece of fervice, This place is an ifland, fur-
rounded by the Niers, of a very difficult approach,
although without fortifications. That gallant young
prince, not being able immediately to get down the
bridge, the enemy had drawn up, without giving
them time to recollet themfelves ; threw himfelf into
the river, and paffed it with fome companies of gre-
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nadiers, who followed his example, and drove the
french away with their bayonets ; and in the evenin
the army paffed the bridges there. On the 4th, it
marched to Rhynberg, and in two days it reached
Santen. Prince Ferdinand intended to have pafled the
Rhine at Rhynberg, but the prodigious flood in the
river, occafioned by continual rains, rendered it imprac-
ticable ; and the fame reafon made it impoflible to ufe
the bridge at Rees. It was therefore found neceffary
to march further down; and in the night between
the 8th and gth, a bridge was laid over the river at
Griethuyfen.  The french forefeeing the duke’s de-
fign, had prepared fome boats, of a particular inven-
tion, to demolith it, which they fent down the river
from Wefel ; but they were all deftroyed by fome
armed barks, before they could put their defign in
execution. In fhort, prince Ferdinand paffed this fa-
mous river the 1oth, without the leaft oppofition
from the french ; fo admirably had he laid his plan,

The prince, as foon as he was on the other fide
of the Rhine, withdrew his garrifon from Duflel-
dorp; of which place the french took immediate
pofleflion, Marfhal Contades alfo paffed.the Rhine,
at Wefel, the 12th-and 13th.  The prince took
pofleflion of all the pofts on the Lippe, and was able
to keep the french army from attempting to pene-
trate any further on that fide. Contades was encamped
for fome time betwéen Recklinghaufen and Dortmund 3
and the prince betwe n Coesfeld and Dulmen. The
other divifion of the french forces, under the prince
de Soubife, had made but little progrefs in Hefle
Caffel, where the prince of Yfenburg ftill kept him
at bay ; but, on the 1oth and 11th of feptember Sou-
bife took pofleflion of Gottingen, and advanced as far
as Eimbeck, near which place, the prince of Yfenburg
was encamped. This generai’s bufinefs was to pro-

te¢t the courfe of the Wefer, and to cover the elefto-
, rate
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rate of Hanover. It was here that the hanoverian
pofts were weakeft. The french had no hopes of pe-
netrating into Hanover by the Lippe, which prince
Ferdinand guarded himfelf; but it appeared more
practicable to drive the prince of Yfenburg from his
pofts. To accomplifh this, marfhal Contades fent' a
ftrong detachment to the prince de Soubife, which
augmented his army to 30,0co men. Prince Ferdi-
nand aware of the enemy’s defign, detached general
Oberg, with a ftrong reinforcement to join prince
Y{enburg ; but notwithftanding this, the whole force
of the-allies in Hefle did. not exceed 15,000 men.
Soon after Oberg’s arrival near Cafle], he encamped
near Lanwerenhagen, behind Lutternberg ; and find-
ing that the french were preparing to attack him, he
drew up his troops in order of battle ; with his right
to the Fulde, and his left to a thicket upon an emi-
nence :- In this fituation he was attacked on the zoth
of feptember, by the whole french army, and after
a vigorous refiftance was obliged to retire, with the
lofs of 1500 men to Munden; but in fuch good or-
der that his defeat was far from being total.

Had any but the moft {kilful general commanded
the allied army; this unfortunate affair would, in
all probability, have been of fatal confequence : but
prince Ferdinand, by having eftablifhed the moft ready
communications all along, the Lippe, deprived the
french of an opportunity of 'making ufe of their ad-
vantage : He marched with the utmoft expedition to-
wards Rheda, and prince Y{enburg falling back, joined
him with his troops, and by this junétion covered
the Wefer, without lofing any thing on the fide of
the Rhine. The prince well knew, that thefe move-
ments rather uncovered the eleGorate of Hanover :
but he alfo forefaw, that the french would not be
able to make any eftablithment in it ; they only in-
fefted the country with their light troops, who were
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fent by the marfhal Contades *, to carry- off and de-
ftroy all the provifions and forage in that country,
as well as all Weftphalia. This condu¢t of the
french general was in’ confequence of a plan formed
between him and the duke de Belleifle, to reduce all

#* The marfhal duke de Belleifle, fecretary at war to the french
king, in a letter to marfhal Contades, of the 26th of feptember,
writes,

« You muft, at any rate, confume all fort of fubfiftance on the
higher Lippe, in the neighbourhood of Paderborn, and in the
country which lies between the Lippe, Paderborn, and Warfbourg ;
this will be fo much {ubfiftance taken from the enemy, from this
day to the end of oétober. You muft deflroy every thing that you
cannot confume, fo as to make a defert of all Weftphalia, from
Lipftadt and Munfter, as far as the Rhine, on one hand, and on
the other, from the higher Lippe and Paderborn, as far as Caffel ;
that the enemy may find it quite impraéticable to direét their march
to the Rhine, or the lower Roer; and this with regard to your
army ; and with regard to the army under M. de Soubife, that they
may not have it in their power to take poffeflion of Caflel, and
much lefs to march to Marpurg, or to the quarters which he
will have along the Lohn, or to thofe which you will occupy,
fiom the lower part of the left fide of the Roer, and on the right
fide of the Rhine, as far as Dufleldorp, and at Cologne.”

On the joth of oftober, he again writes : .

€ Firft, You are acquainted with all our political views.
Secondly, You know the prefent {fituation of all our allies. Thirdly,
you know the neceflity of confuming, or deftroying, as far as is
poflible, all the fabiiflence, efpecially the forage, betwixt the
Wefer and the Rhine, on the one hand ; and on the other, be-
twixt the Lippe, the bithopric of Paderborn, the Dymel, the Fulda,
and the Nerta; and fo to make a defert of Weftphalia and Hefle,”
that the enemy may not be able by any means, to march, with any
confiderable force, eicher towards the Rhine or the Lohn; and
that our troops may pafs the winter quietly in their quarters : for,
as it is now unqueftionable, that we cannot make any advances
into Germany this year, our principal objeft muft be to refrefh our
troops, as ivon as poflible, that we may be able to make war the
followiny year with more vigor, and take the field very early: it
will be no fmall matter, if we thall be able, with a great deal of
pains, conltant gare, and ceconomy, to find the means of fupport-
ang all our horfe of every kind, until the month of june.” For
feveral other extralls from thele notable letters, Vide the
appendix.
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Weftphalia, Hefle, and the neighbouring countries
to a defert, in order to prevent prince Ferdinand from
marching in the beginning of the next campaign to
the Rhme, or the Lohn, and to keep their own quar-
ters undifturbed in the winter. But this infamous
{cheme was in a great part defeated by the vigilance
good conduét of that gallant young prince.

In this fuccefsful manner ended the campaign on
the Rhine. T have not interrupted my narrative of
it, to make way for the other military tranfactions in
Germany, in their chronological order, as that would
have rendered it more obfcure, the operations of
which, I have given an account, being fo blended
together, that they could not with propriety be fe-
perated. Seldom has the conduét of any general ap-
peared more confpicuoufly great, in a defenfive cam-
paign, than that of prince Ferdinand in this. Thofe
admirable movements, which enabled him to pafs the
Rhine without lofs, 'in the face of a fuperior army;
to gain a fignal victory overit ; to maintain his ground
againft it, when reinforced, and rendered ftill more
fuperior ; to repafs the Rhine with the utmoft fafety ;
and laftly, to chufe his pofts in fo judicious a manner
on the Lippe, as to prevent the enemy from pene-
trating further than that river, and this even after
they had gained a viftory over a large detachment of
his army. In fhort, thefe feveral actions, with a
thoufand fkilful manceuvres that muft in confequence
attend them, are together juftly reckoned a perfect
model of a defenfive campaign.

X 3 CHAP.
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C H AP XVIL

King of Pruffia marches againft the ryfians. Conduét of
marfbal Daun. Battle of Zorndorff. King of Pryffia
marches mto Saxony. Battle of Hochkircken. Fins
march of bis pruffian majefly to relieve Silefia.  Raifes
the fieges of Neifs and Cofel.  Motions of marfbal
Daun.  Croffes the Elbe.  Marches towards Drefden.
Invefts that city.  Leipfick and Torgan befieged.
Brave condut? of count Schimettau.  Suburbs of Dre/-
den burnt.  King of Pruffia marches into Saxomy.
Raifes the fieges of Drefden, Leipfick, and Torgau.
Avjtrians and imperialifts retive out of Saxony. Ruf-
Jians and Swedes retive inio winter quarters.  Reflec-
tions. Affeirs in England.  Goree taken. Reflections
on the events of the year 1758.

HE affairs of the king of Pruffia were now
greatly changed. At the beginning of the
campaign, he alted offenfively, in the utmoft extent
of the word; but now he found himfelf obliged to
act on the defenfive : every moment was to him cri-
tical. The ruffians, who had been for feveral months
marching through Poland and Pruffia, bent their
courfe at laft, as if they defigned to enter Silefia; but
they {uddenly turned towards Brandenburg, and laid
fiege to Cuftrin, a little town on the Elbe, almoft
without fortifications; but which, an army of near
90,000 ruflians were not able in fome weeks to re-
duce. We may compare their operations at this fiege,
with thofe under Peter the Great at Narva., The ruf-
fians at this day, are little better than barbarians, in
point of military flull, except feveral general officers,
“many of them foreigners; but as men they are worfe.
) Thefe
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Thefe wretches, whofe ations are a difgrace to human
nature, had marked their road through Prufiia and
Brandenburg, by the moft horrible barbarities ; to
make up for their want of fkill in fieges, they had
brought all their formidable train of artillery to bat-
-ter this little town. They threw fuch an immenfe
quantity of bombs and red hor balls into it, that it
was foon on fire in every quarter; they fell like hail
in the ftreets, and the miferable inhabitants, every
where meeting danger, but no where fafety, lefttheir
ruinous habitations, and fled many of them naked out
of the town, on that fide which was not invefted.
But the brave governor, with the greateft courage and
fidelity, defended the. ruins of the place, with the
utmoft firmnefs. The pruffian general, count Dohna
was pofted at Francfort ; butall he could do, againft
a force fo much fuperior to his own, was only to ob-
ferve their motions.

Never were the affairs of his pruflian majefty more
critical.  An army of go,ooo ruffians, was within
three days march of Berlin : in Pomerania, the {wedes
were greatly fuperior to the generals Weedel and Man-
teufel, who commanded the pruffian troops in that
province : the army of the empire, which had been
reinforced with a great body of the auftrians, under
general Haddick, had.advanced into Saxony, and
every day approached nearer to prince Henry ; who
was ftrongly intrenched at Dippol{walde, with 20,000
men to cover Drefden, and commanded the courfe of
the Elbe. Marfhal Daun, forefeeing many difficul-
ties in purfuing the king of Pr uffia, refolved to march
into Saxony, and in conjunction with the army of the
empire, under the duke of Deux Ponts, and endea-
vour to drive prince Henry from his ftrong poft,
and get pofleflion of Drefden; and by that means
drive the king of Pruflia entirely out of Saxony,
which would be depriving him of the only refource
for carrying on”the war. Thefe reafons determined
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him. He left a large body of troops under the ge-
nerals Harfch and de Villey in the fouthern part of
Silefia, to draw the attention of the pruffians that
way, and marched himfelf towards Saxony, through
Lufatia, by Zittau, Gorlitz, and Bautzen ; however,
he was not able to make prince Henry change his ad-
vantageous pofition.

In the mean time, the pruflian monarch being ar-
rived at Frankfort, loft not a moment’s time to march
againft the ruffians. On the 23d of auguft he paffed
the Oder, at Gatavife ; and after their prodigious
march, refted his army the 24th, and in the even-
ing advanced to Dirmitzel, where he encamped, and
made his difpofitions for attacking the enemy the next
day ; early in the morning, he broke up his camp,
and marched forward, in order to wind round the
enemy’s left flank ; in its way, the army pafled the
fmall river Mitzel : afterwards it filed off by the fo-
reft of Maflin, and the village of Bazels into the
plain, where both infantry and cavalry fpreading
themfelves on the left flank, till they arrived at Zorn-
dorfl’; the king then thought that he was come on
the back of the enemy, and gave orders for the at-
tack.

The ruflian generals forefeeing his defign, had
broke up the fiege of Cuftrin, and marched towards
the villages of Zwicker and Zorndorff, where the
ground not admitting them to extend in front, they
had drawn up their army very judicioufly in four lines,
forming a front on every fide, and furrounded by
cannon and chevaux de frize : the village of Zwicker
covered their right flanks, beyond which their ca-
valry reached. Prince Maurice of -Anhalt Deflau
commanded the firft line of the pruffians, under the
king; lieutenant general Manteufel, the left wing of
infantry ; and general Seydlitz conducted the cavalry
of that wing.
' Thefe
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Thefe were the pofitions of the two armies, when
the king gave the word for the attack. The ruffians
were an enemy he had never perfonally engaged be-
fore; but his troops faw every where fuch horrid
marks of their cruelty, as fpurred them on with the
moft animated ardor to engage, and be revenged
on thofe barbarians. Every thing that was dear to
the king of Pruffia depended on this day 5 if he loft
it, the confequences muft be fatal, confidering the
vaft fuperiority of his enemies in Saxony. In fhort,
all his dominions were at ftake.

The battle began on the 25th of auguft, at nine
o’clock in the morning. The pruflian infantry began
to attack the village under cover of an uninterrupted
‘and terrible fire of cannon and mortars, which rained
on the right wing of the ruflians for two hours with-
out the leaft intermiffion. Never was there a more
dreadful cannonade ; the ruffian foot, which although
raw and unexperienced, fuftaned a moft thocking
flaughter ; whole ranks fell, and their places were in-
ftantly fupplied by new regiments. Their firft line
continued immoveable, till they had fired away all
their charges, and then rufhed forward on the pruffian
infantry ; which fuddenly, and with an unaccountable
pannic gave way, in the prefence of their fovereign,
before the broken battalions of the Mufcovites, and
after their own cannonade had in a manner already
gained thé victory. This was now the critical mo-
ment, on which every thing depended ; the battle was
in fufpence, and the pruffian infantry retreating. The
event of that great day depended on an inftant; it
was negleted by the ruffian general ; but the king of
Pruffia improved it : Had general Fermor direétly
brought on his horfe, to difperfe the retiring batta-
lions of his enemy, this day had been fatal to the
pruffian greatnefs ; but the king, by a mafterly and
rapid motion, brought all the cavalry of his right
. wing to the center, which, with general S.':yd]itzh at
their
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their head, made a moft furious attack upon the Muf-
covite foot, uncovered by their horfe, and drove them
back with a moft miferable flaughter: this gave the
repulfed infantry time to recollect and form them-
felves ; returning to the charge with a rage, exafpe-
rated by their late difgrace, they very foon changed
the fortune of the day. The ruffians being thrown
into the moft terrible confufion, plundered their own
baggage, which was between the ]1nes, and intoxi-
cated themfelves with brandy, they no longer diftin-
guifhed friends from foes, but fired upon each other;
and being crammed together in a narrow fpace, a
horrible and undiﬁcinguifhing carnage enfued, as well
by fword and bayonet, as by the pruffian artillery,
charged with cartridge fhot, which fired continually
on them, at not 20 yards diftance. Still they obfti-
nately perfifted in not quitting the ground ; but one
of their generals towards the evening, with a chofen
corps made a judicious attack on the right wing of
the pruffians ; that officer loft moft of his men, but
by drawing the king’s attention that way, the broken
remains of their infantry had leifure to withdraw toa
new poft in the night for rallying the reft of their
army.
» The lofs of the pruffians did not exceed 2000 men,
killed, wounded, and prifoners; but that of the ruf-
fians amounted to 10,000 dead on the fpot; 10000
wounded, moft of them mortally ; and about 2000
prifoners : of two particular regiments, which before
the battle confifted of 4600 men, only 1500 were
left. Their lofs in this dreadful day, amounted in
the whole to upwards of 22,000 men.

The next day, the king of pruflia renewed the at-
tack, by a very brifk cannonade ; but the ruffians find-
ing no fafety in any thing but a retreat, marched to
Landfperg on the frontiers of Poland. Never was
vi¢tory more complete. An immenfe train of artil-
lery, 37 colours, five ftandards, and feveral kettle-

drums,
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drums, and their military cheft, containing 200,000
fterl. were taken. Yet, the auftrians warmly afferted,
that the ruffians gained the vi€tory ; but nothing fpoke
fo plainly on whofe fide it fell, as its confequences ;
the king cleared that part of his dominions from his
enemies, and was enabled to march to the affiftance
of the other ; general Fermor’s afking leave * to bury

, his

* As foon as the battle was over, general Fermor wrote the fol-
lowing letter to count Dohna.
¢ As this day’s battle hath left many dead to be buried, and ma-
ny wounded men to be dreflcd on both fides, Ihave thought proper
to afk your excellency, whether it would not be fit to conclude a
fufpenfion of arms for two or three days ? General Brown, who is
extremely weak by reaton of his wounds, having need of a room
and other conveniences, which are neceflary in his prefent fituation,
moft humbly entreats his majefty to {fend a paffport for him and his
attendants, that he may remove to a proper place. I have the ho-
nour to be, &c.
Camp, aug. 14, "
(ZSPN. 8‘317;*8.) Count FErMoR."”

Count Doxna’s anfwer.

¢« Y have the honour to anfwer the letter which your excellency
was pleafed to write to me ycfterday ; and in confequence of it to
inform you, that the king, my mafter, having gained the battle,
and remained mafter of the field, his majefty will not fail to give
the neceflary orders for burying the dead, and taking care of the
wounded on both fides. His majefly thinks that a {ufpenfion of
arms is ufual in the cafe of a fiege, bat not after a battle, His ex-
cellency general Brown, if ftill alive, fhall have the paflports he
afks moft-readily ; and all poffible relief fhall be given to the other
generals who are prifoners.

The cruel burning of all the villagesg~which is not yet difconti-
nued, fhews an intention not to fpare the King’s eftates in any fhape :
but I fhall not now enter into repetitions, on a fubjeét I have fo
often mentioned. I fhall only defire your excellency to confider,
what confequences fuch cruelties may have, if a flop be not put to
them. I have the honour to be, &c.

Camp, aug. 26, Count Donwa.”

1758,

Concerning what’s mentioned in thisletter of the cruelties of the
ruflians, the following extrac from the Berlin Gazette will fet it in
a true light,

“ The
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his dead; the number of prifoners of rank that
were taken ; all concur, in fufficiently fpegking who
was vicor in this bloody engagement. Among the
prifoners of rank, were the generals de Soltikoff,
deChermicheaux, Manteuffel, Tieremhaufen, Chievres,
&c.

In the mean time, marfhal Daun, to put his defign
in execution of doing his utmoft to drive prince Henry
from his advantageous poft at Dippoldfwalde, en-
camped his army at Stolpen, to the eaftward of the
Elbe; he chofe this pofition to cut off all communi-
cation between Bautzen and Drefden ; it alfo favoured

¢« The Konigfberg gazette denics the crueities with which the
ruflians are tharged, and pretends to juftify thofe which are too
notorious not to be acknowledged, by faying, that the pruffians
themfelves have fet fire to the villages to cover their march. But
a reafon of war ought to be diftinguithed from an unneceffary cruel-
ty. The former obliged the pruffians to burn the fingle village: of
Schaumbourg ; but what colour can the ruffians give to their burn-
ing the villages of Zorndorff, Zicher, Wilkerfdorff, Blumberg,
Kutzdorff, Quartfchen and Birckenbufch, all which were in flames
at the fame time, and of which, the greateft part of the inhabitants
were fome killed, and others thrown into the flames. 'The public
hath already been informed, of the cruelties committed laft june, by
general Demikow, in Pomerania, and the New Marche. Above
an hundred towns or villages were pillaged, and many women car-
ried off and ravithed. The ruffians alo fet fire to the village of
Furftgnau, and killed the farmer’s wife : Vorbruch, and the fuburbs
of Driefen, were likewife reduced to afhes. In the beginning of
july, they pillaged the town of Friedeburgh, burnt the mill of Al-
tenflies, and wounded the gardener of the bailiwic ¢f Driefen.
On the approach of the pruffians, they turned the environs of Cu-
firin into a defert, burnt the feven villages abovementioned, killed
the farmer of Tamfel, and at Blumberg and Camin maffacred ma-
ny peafants, and even infants with their mothers, whofe mutilated
bodies were found in the houfes and barns, The churches have
not been fpared ; they opened even graves and vaults, to firip the
dead ; which they did particularly at Camin and Birckholtz, where
they ftripped the bodies of genera! Schlaberndorf, and general
Ruitz, who were buried there. It will not be thought firange,
that the name of barbarians fhould be given to perfons capable of
{fuch cruelties.”

the
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the operations of the army under general Laudohn on
the confines of Brandenburgh ; and of generals Harfch
and de Ville, in the fouthern parts of Silefia; as he
drew the attention of the pruffian forces to the northern
parts of that duchy.

To defeat all thefe excellent fchemes, his pruffian
majefty had no fooner fought the battle of Zorndorf,
than he began a rapid march to fuccour prince Henry :
never did general make fuch long and flying marches
in fo fmall a {pace of time; the king moved with fo
much celerity, that he reached Groffen-hayn on the
oth of feptember, and Drefden the 1i1th. As his
majefty advanced, the auftrians withdrew from the
frontiers of Brandenburcrh and even of Lufatia ; and
general Laudohn, who had employed himfelf in pll-
]agmg the circle of Cotbus, with the utmoft licenti-
oufnefs, precipitately abandoned all the lower Lufatia,
and even the fortrefs of Peitz. Marfhal Daun him-
felf retired from the neighbourhood of Drefden, and
fell back as far as Littau. Indeed the duke of Deux
Ponts, who commanded the army of the empire,
poﬁ'eﬁ'ed the ftrong poft of Pirna, and kept his ground ;
on the sth of feptember, the ftrong fortrefs “of Son-
nenftein {urrendered to him moft unaccountably, after
a cannonade of only one day; but this army under-
took nothing further againft the king.

As foon as that monarch was abfent, with the
greateft part of his army, the ruflian general made
a halt at Lanfberg, where he entrenched his army,
in an inacceflible camp. Count Dohna commanded
the pruffian troops; which the king left to act againft
the ruffians; his head quarters were fixed at Blum-
berg, two leagues beyond Cuftrin. But on the 211t
of feptember, general Fermor quitted this advan-
tageous camp, and marching by Soldin and Peritz,
arrived on the 26th at Staroard in Pomerania, leaving
wherever it paffed, the ufual and difmal marks of its
prefence.  Dohna followed them directly ; he ad-

vanced
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vanced by Necidamin, and arrived the 29th at Soldin.
General Fermor left a garrifon in Landfberg, but it
evacuated the town on the approach of a detachment
from the pruffian army..

The fwedes no fooner found that the king of
Pruffia was marching to defend Saxony againit the
auftrians, and the army of the empire, than they
thought it a proper opportunity to puth the war with
vigor. They began to advance very brifkly, into
the pruffian territories. Count Hamilton who com-
manded their army, took up “his head quarters at
Fehrbellin, fo that fome of their advanced parties
came within 25 milesof Berlin. But the king, being
informed of their motions, immediately detached
general Wedel, with a body of troops from Drefden,
which, when augmented by fome troops that joined
Jhim on the road, amounted to 11,000 men ; he arrived
at Berlin the 20th of feptember, and in two days left
that city, to march againft the enemy. Upon the
approach of thefe troops, the fwedifh army retreated;
without defending any place ; they left in Fehrbellin,
a garrifon of 1400 men, who were driven out after
fome refiftance, the 28th. The prince of Bevern
(who had been exchanged for an auftrian general
taken by his pruflian majefty) governor of Stetin,
defended that town again{t them; and general Wedel
continued to advance againft them.

The pruffian monarch himfelf, in the mean time,
was profecuting the war, in perfon, with his ufual
afivity. Marfhal Daun continued in his camp at
Stolpen, from whence he had a communication with
the army of the empire ; the great defign of this
general, was to prevent the king from fuccouring
Silefia, where the auftrian generals were making
oreat progrefs, and had formed the fiege of Neifs:
The king marched his army from the neighbour-
hood of Drefden, to Bautzen, a poft equally ad-
vantageous for preferving a communication with

prince
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prince Henry’s army, for covering Brandenburg,
and for throwing fuccours into Siefia. Marfhal Daun
moveq to the right, and encamped among the moun-
tains of Wilten; and {foon after occupied the camp
of Ritlitz. The king’s army marched to Hoch-
kirchen, from whence he diflodged the auftrians,
and pofted himfelf upon the eminences, which lie
between Hochkirchen and Gorlitz.  And during all
thefe different motions, the two armies kept the moft
watchfu] eye on each other. It was by this time
found, that nothing but a decifive engagement would
anfwer marfhal Daun’s projeéts 3 he foon perceived,
that if the king kept poffeffion of his prefent advan-
tageous {ituation, he fhould be obliged to retreat into
Bohemia. :

~ The neceflity of a battle was fo urgent, that Daun
refolved to attack his pruffian majefty. He communi-
cated his defign to the prince Deux Ponts, and having
fettled meafures with him, marched in the dead of a ve-
ry dark night, in three columns, towards the right of
the king of Pruffia’s camp. Nothing could be better
contrived than this enterprize, of marfhal Daun
and it was executed with equal vigor and prudence.
So wifely, that, notwithftanding the great numbers
of the auftrians, theé badnefs of the roads, thro™
which they marched ; and the darknefs of the night
yet the three columns at the fame time arrived at the
pruflian camp, without being difcovered, and without
confufion. '

At five o’clock in the morning, of oftober the 4th,
they began the attack, with the utmoft ardour and
refolution.  The pruffians had not time to ftrike their
tents, before the enemy was in the midft of their
camp, and had began a furious attack. The fur-
prifed ‘troops ran half naked to their ‘arms; and in
the beginning of the engagement, marfhal Keith was
killed by two mufket balls; and prince Francis of
Brunfwick had his head thot off by a cannon ball, as

he
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he was mounting his horfe. The lofs of two fuch
able officers was irreparable to the king of Pruffia,
who now had every thing on his own hands, at the
moment when he moft wanted affiftance. But even
in the dreadful confufion which muft unavoidably
have enfued in his army on fuch an occafion, his
great prefence of mind, his activity, and valour, an-
nimated his troops. Every where prefent, and in
the hotteft of the fire, he, in fome meafure remedied
the unfortunate blow he was likely to receive. Find-
ing himfelf very hard preffed, he ordered a large de-
tachment from his left to reinforce his right wing ;
but at that inftant, general Retzow, who commanded
the left, was himfelf vigoroufly attacked by the au-
ftrians : fo that little or no afliftance could be afforded
to the king, who was obliged to bear the brunt with
his right alone, of the grand attack of the auftrians
where mathal Daun himfelf was prefent.

That general had entrufted the attack of the vil-
lage of Hochkerchen, and its eminences, to general
Laudohn, who attacked them witht he greateft fury.
As it was a poft of fuch importance, that the fate of
the day depended on it; the difpute was hotteft there.
Laudohn fucceeded ; but he, no fooner was in pof-
feflion of it, than he was attacked with the utmoft
fury by the pruffians; he repulfed them; a fecond
attack was made with equal bravery; and a third,
but both were alfo unfuccefsful ; the fourth attack,
after a moft bloody difpute they carried it; but mar-
thal Daun determined to make every pofiible effort,
by continually pouring frefh troops on that poft,
drove the pruflians out of ir, after reiterated attacks,
and a prodigious flaughter. His majefty then de-
{pairing of the vi€tory, ordered a retreat, which, to
the aftonithment of all, who knew not the excellency
of the prufiian difcipline, was performed in good or-
der, under the cover of a great fire of artillery placed,
in the center of his camp. They loft about 000

men
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men in this bloody battle, killed, wounded and pri-
foners. The auftrians, by their own confeffion, 5000 ;
who took a great number of cannon, fome colours,
and a Jarge quantity of baggage.

It was very juftly a matter of wonder, that his pruf-
fian majefty, who had fuch a numberof excellent gene-
rals under him, thould be furprifed in fuch a fatal man-
ner; and that his out guards fhould not have difcovered
the enemy time enough to have prevented the difmal
confequences that followed. As fatal as the firft part
of the day proved, it ought in the eye of the world,
to be retrieved from difhonour, by the excellent re-
treat, which the pruffian army made. Hiftory, I be-
heve can produce but few inftances of an inferior
army being furprifed in their fleep ; running half
naked to thelr arms; recovering their order; fighting
defperately for five hours; and at laft mal\ing fuch
an orderly retreat, without their enemies daring to pur-
fue them. Nor did the greatnefs of the kmo s gene-
ralthip ever appear more confpicuous ; and he ne-
ver found fuch great want of it as in this attion;
to have a wing of his army at a diftance from his
own quarters, attacked; the two commanders of it
flain, in the firft onfer; the principal generals of it
wounded ; and the whole wing on the point of flight :
to come himfelf in this critical moment, from the
other wing, to reftore his confufed troops to order
twice to repulle the enemy; four times to attack
them ; and at laft ro make fo orderly a retreat, over-
born only by numbers and fatigue: thefe, I fay,
are altions which difcover fuch a grcatnefs of genius,
fuch an admirable prefence of mind ; as was hardly
ever equalled by any general.

His pruffian majetty, after the aion, fell back with
his right wing to Weiflenbourg ; his left ftill con-
tinued at Bautzen; and the head quarters were at
Doberfchutz. He had been in this pofition but

a fhort
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a fhort time, before he perceived, that marfhal Daun’s
view, was to prevent his marching into Silefia ;
and that, that general bad laid afide his defigns on
Saxony ; this determined him to fend for a large
detachment from prince Henry’s army ; (which the
prince brought up himfelf) and to march into Sile-
fia, to raife the fiege of Neifs, which the generals
Harlch and de Ville were profecuting with the ut-
moft vigor.

His majefty found many difficulties in putting
this fcheme in execution. Marfhal Daun lay with a
fuperior army juft in his road, whofe only bufinefs
was to obftrut his march. Saxony, would be left
uncovered, and prince Henry, whofe army was re-
duced by the late detachments, could make but in-
effeCtual efforts againft the united arms of the auftri-
ans and imperialifts, if marfhal Daun fhould turn his
arms that way. On the contrary, if the king was
to remain in his prefent fituation, and neglett to re-
fcue Silefia, that province would be greatly over-run by
the auftrians, whereby his affairs would fuffer equally,
with uncovering Saxony. It is for great genius’s only
not to be difconcerted by fuch dilemma’s as thefe ; in-
ftead of rendering him inative, the king of Pruffia’s
ferved only to quicken the fpeed of his refolution, and
the vigor with which he executed it. He determined
to march into Silefia,

On the 24th of oftober, he broke up his camp, at
Doberf{chutz ; and fetching a great compafs, arrived
on the 26th in the plain of Gorlitz : marfhal Daun.
had endeavoured to feize this poft before the king ;
but could get no further than Landfcron ; their
granadiers and carabineers, drew up oppofite to the
pruffian van-guard, but were defeated with the lofs
of 8oo men. By this admirable march, Daun atonce
loft all the advantages which he had before gained,
from the victory at Hochkirchen, and from his ad-

vantageous
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vantageous pofts ; an open road lay before the king
into Silefia, and all he could now do was to harrafs his
rear. His majefty purfued his march with the great-
eft rapidity ; general Laudohn, with 24,000 men fol-
lowed him with little fuccefs.

On the 28th, his majefty marched to Lauban ; and
in two days after entered Silefia. The 6th of novem-
ber he arrived at Noflen. The fiege of Neifs was
carrying on with the utmoft vigor ; and defended with
the greateft bravery ; it commenced the 4th of auguft,
and was completely invefted the 3d of oftober. The
pruflian army arrived in fight of Neifs the %th of no-
vember, general Harfh having raifed the fiege, and
repafled the Neifs, leaving a confiderable quantity of
ammunition and ftores behind him; general Trefkow,
the brave governor, fallied out upon them, and cutin
pieces a body of 4 or 8oo pandours. The king’s
prefence every where relieved the whole province ; a
large body of auftrians, who had been fome time em-
ployed in the blockade of Cofel, raifed it on the gth
the auftrian general fell back on the army of general
Harfch, and the united corps retreated into Bohemia
and auftrian Silefia, with great precipitation.

Never did any general plan his {chemes and exe-
cute them with greater refolution, vigor, and celerity,
than his pruffian majefty ; this rapid march from Sax-
ony, by which he entirely drove the auftrians out of
Silefia, is a remarkable inftance ; the pruffian foldiers,
with reafon, expected that this would be their laft
operation for that campaign ; but their fovereign was
of a different opinion ; Saxony was in danger, and it
mutt be refcued.

Marfhal Daun, foon after he had gained the ad-
vantage at Hochkirchen, determined that his greateft
efforts during the remainder of the campaign, thould
be on the fide of Silefia; and confequently his firft
point was, to prevent the king from marching into
it : but as his majefty had entirely defeated his whole

Y 2 projett,
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projet, by this rapid, march, he thought it proper
to change his plan of operations, and take advantage
of the king’s abfeace to fall on Saxony. His defign
was to make himfelf matter of the three cities of Drel-
den, Leipfick, and Torgau : for this purpofe he fol-
lowed the king no further than Gorlitz; and when he
had detached general Laudohn to harrafs his rear,
he marched himfelf with all expedition towards Dref-
den, having paffed the Elbe at Pirna, the 6th of
november. Prince Henry’s army, weakened confi-
derably, by the large detachments which he had car-
ried to the grand army, after the baule of Hoch-
Kirchen, was obliged to retire from its advantageous
poft before Drefden, to the weftward of that city 5
Dlaun endeavoured to cut off his communication with
it 3 but the prince threw himfelf into Drefden, and re-
tired on the other {ide the Elbe.  The duke of Deux
Ponts then marched, and invefted Leipfick ; whilit
marfhal Daun did the fame to Drefden, with 60,0c0
men. That city was but meanly fortified, of very great
extent, and defended only by 12,000 men, which was
a very peor garrifon for o large a place, commanded
by the count de Schmettau. The aufirian general

- appeared in fight of the city, the 6th of november

by a motion on the 7th, the governor was convinced
that his defign was againft the capital.

The fuburbs of Drefden were fo extremely weak,
that Schmettau found it would be impoflible for him
to prevent the enemy’s poflefling himfelf of them by
a coup de main. An enterprize of this narure, would
have been the more eafy, as moft of the houfes of
the fuburbs, from the gate of Pirna to that of Wilf-
druff, abfclutely commanded the body of the town,
both by their prodigious heighr, being fix cr feven
frories high, and by their proximity to the ramparts.
This laid count Schmettau under the difagreeable ne-
ceflicy of burning them, for that end he filled the
higheit houfes with combuftibles, and al{o thofe next
to [he rampaits, that his orders m;ght be the more

{peedily
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fpeedily executed, whenever the reafons of war obliged |
“him to iffue them in his own defence : the governor
made a declaration to this effe€t, to M. de Bofe, chief
cup bearer to the court of Drefden, adding, that as
foon as the enemy fhould make a thow of attachg
the city, he fhould be obliged to fet fire to the fuburbs.

The fuburbs of Drefden compofe one of the fineft
cities in Europe, much fuperior to the part with:n the
walls ; where the moft cenfiderable of the inhabitants

refide, and is al{fo the feat of thofe curious man=fac-
tures, for which that city is {= famous. Maithal
Daun well knowing the neceflity the governor would
find himfelf under, endeavoured to intimidate him
from this meafure, by threatening te make him per-
{onally anfwerableforthe fteps he thouldtake.  Schmet-
tau, with all the firmnefs of the brave(t f{oldier, re-
plied, that he would anfwer whatfoever he thould do,
and would not only burn the {vburbs, in cafe marthal
Daun advanced, but would likewife defend the city
itfelf {treet by ftreet, and at laft even the caille, which
was the royal refidence, if he fhould be drivei o it
The magiftrates of the city no {fooner were acquainted
with this refolution, but they fell at the feet of count
Schmettau, imploring him to change his mind; the
part of the royal family that remained in Drefden,
joined in thefe {upplications, praying him to Ipare that
laft refuge of diftrefled royalty, and at leaft to allow
a fecure refidence to thofe who had been deprived of
every thing elfe. But the governor continued firm in
his refolution ; he anfwered, that their fafety depended
on marfhal Daun, that if he attacked them, the ne-
ceflity of war would oblige him to a& quite contrary
to the lenity of his difpofition.

Schmettau had thrown up fome fmall redoubts to
cover the fuburbs; thefe theeauftrians foon forced,
and penetrated a good way into them ; during which
attack, their artillery played into the town. Genernl
Meyer, who was poited in the fubuibs, gave notice
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to the governor the next day, that the auftrians 'were
ereCting batteries, and making other preparations to
attack the city. Whereupon, it was abfolutély necef-
fary no longer to delay deftroying the fuburbs.

At three o’clock in the morning, of the 1oth of
november, general Meyer gave the fignal, and, im-
mediately, a place, fo lately the feat of pleafure, arts,
and trade, was all in flames. Dreadful as this con-
flagration was, yet the good order of the pruffian
troops, and the care of the governor, prevented it
from being more fhocking than was neceffary ; very
few loft their lives. General Meyer retired into the

city ; and the gates were direétly barricaded *.

The Saxon and auftrian minifters 4 made the moft
aggravated complaints all Europe over, of the bar-
barities

* Vide Schmettaw’s memovial concerning the burning the fuburbs
of Drefden.

+ Vide M. Ponickau the Saxon refident’s memorial to the diet of
the empire. . .

¢« By the violence of the flames, which was kept up by red hot
balls, fired into the houfes and along the fireets, the whole was
inftantly on fire.”—¢ A fhoe-maker, who was running away with
his infant on a pillow, to fave it from being burnt to death, was
met by a volunteer, who fnatched the pillow away from him, and
threw the babe into the flames.” —¢ One man had got his things
into a waggon ; the pruffians ftopt it, covered it over with pitch, and
fet it on fire.”—¢ By this means a multitude of people of all ages,
who inhabited thofe populous fuburbs, perifhed amidft the flames.
The number of thofe who were killed in the fingle inn, called the
Golden Hart, amounted to go.”—¢¢ The auftrian army beheld thefe
horrible adts, filled with indignation and rage. Its generals melt-
ing with compaffion, tried every method to remedy them. ‘They
fent 400 carpenters into the fuburbs, to endeavour to extinguifh the
flames.”  All thefe falfities are abundantly confuted in the follow-
ing authentic papers.

Letter from M. de Bofe, chief cup-bearer to the court of Drefden,
to count Schmettau. ’

I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, in anfwer to what
you wrotg me this day, I muft own, that ever fince you had the
government of Drefden, I informed you of all that his royal high-

nefs
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barities exercifed by the pruffians in this affair. Never
were there fuch infamous falfities trumped up, as

they

nels charged me to tell you in his name, and I have likewife re-
ported to his highnefs, your excellency’s anfwers, :

As to the firft point, I alfo remember very well, that your ex-
cellency charged me, in the month of july, to reprefent to his
royal highnefs, that if marfhal Daun fhould attack the cily, you
muft {et fire to the {uburbs, particularly the houfes that adjoined to
the ditch ; into which houfes, your excellency immediately ordered
combutftibles to be pat. I alfo remember, that upon the follicita-
tions, which his royal highnefs made, by me, to your excellency,
you ordered them to be removed when marfhal Daun retired ; and
of this I alfo made an humble report.

It is alfo true, that when marfhal Daun was at Lockowitz, on
the 18th of november laft, your excellency charged me to ac-
quaint his royal highnefs, in your name, that, if marthal Daun
{hould approach near the town, and attack it, you thould be obliged
to burn the fuburbs, and the houfes adjoining the town ditch. Al-
though I made feveral remonftrances to your excellency from the
court, you declared, that you was ordered by the king your ma-
fter, todefend yourfelf to the laft extremity, and that you could not
change your meafures, unlefs marfhal Daun fhould be prevailed
with not to attack the town. To which I anfwered, in his royal
highnefs’s name, that he knew nothing of marfhal Daun’s defigns ;
that he could not intermeddle in the operations of war, and would
confequently be obliged to endure what he could not hinder.

Laftly, it is well known, that your excellency, during the fire, took
every poflible meafure in the town, to prevent thefe excefles and
diforders, which might have béen apprehended; and his royal
highnefs charged me toreturn you his thanks for it. I have the
honéur to be, &c.

Dec. 4, 1758. Joacuim FreDERICK de Bosz,

Certificate of the magiftrates of Drefden.

In confequence of orders received from his excellency count
Sehmettau, lieutenant general and governor, we certify what we
know concerning the burning of the fuburbs. 'Two perfons were
burnt to death, two killed, three hart, by the fire, and two wounded
by the foldiers.

We never heard, in any fhape, of a waggon full of goods,
which they were endeavouring to fave, and which it was pretended
was covered with combuftibles, and fo fet on fire; nor of ninety
perfons faid to have perifhed at the Harr, nor of the auftrian troops,
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they fpread about in their memorials. They made no
fcruple to invent and alter faéts in fuch a manner, as
to move the greateflt pity towards the fufferers, and
equal indignatonagainft his pruffian majefty. But all
thefe vile falfities were fullv removed, by the authentic
certificates of the magiftrates, &c. of Drefden, who
were perfeltly acquainted with the tranfaction ; and all
the heap of inventions that had been palimed upon all
Europe for truths, were inftantly overthrown.

who, it is pretended, affited in extinguifhing the flames. Drefden,
dec 4, 1758,
(L. 8.) The magiftrates of Drefden.

Certificate of the judges of the {uburb of Drefden.

We the judges of the fuburb of Drefden, certify, and atteft,
that at the time of the calamity that hath juft happened, things
pafled in this manver. The combuftibles were replaced on the 7th
of november ; and the magiftrates ordered all the judges to attend
them @ accordingly, Simon Stelzaer, judge ; John Chyiftian, alder-
man ; John Michzel Faber, and John Chriftian Kretfchmar, judges,
attended, and were told, (being enjoined at the {fame tume, to ac-
acquaint the other judges with 1t) to provide the houfes with warer,
to give potice to thelandlords, and keep the pumgs ready, and en-
Cdeavour to affiit one another; becaufe, if any misfortune fhould
haprpen, the people of the town could not come to our affiftance,
nor could we go to theirs: and of this, we informed all the
burghers.

On the 8th and gth the auftrian army approached the town ; and
on the g'h, the aufirian huftars forced their way to the fuburb of
Pirna, and to Zinzendorf houfe.

On the 10th, at two in the morning, fire was fet tothe quarters
of Pirna, Ram, and Wilidorf, which confumed 266 houfes in all.

There kave been therefore in ail, two perfons burnt, a man and
a woman greatly advanced in years, and whom it was impoflible
to fave ; two Kkilled, and two wounded.

What has been faid of a waggon is falfe; and it is equally’
falfe that ninety perfons perifhed at the Hart ; only four perfons n
ali having lott their hives, as we have jult mentioned. Laftly, it
js falle, that the auftrian carpenters aflifted us in extinguithing the
tire. We never faw ore of them.

We certify, thatall the above is friétly conformable to truth.
Dec 4, Signed by the ten judges

1758. of Dreiden.

Marihal
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Marfhal Daun now found that it was impoffible to
take Drefden by a coup de main; and befides the
king of Pruffia was marching back from Silefia, with
great {peed to fuccour it, he continued the fiege flowly
for about a week ; but as regular operations took up
too much time, he raifed it the 17th.

1 before mentioned, that his plan was to attack Leip-
fick and Torgau at the fame time that he himfelf
befieged Drefden. The duke of Deux Ponts com-
manded before Leipfick 3 and general Haddick, with
10,000 men before Torgau. No fooner had the king
of Pruffia notice of the {cheme, which marthal Daun
had formed, to pofiefs himfelf of thofe cities, than
he ordered count Dohna, who commanded againft
the ruflians, to march with 12,000 men, to the re-
licf of Torgau; general Wedel, who, with a {mall
army obferved the motions of the fwedes, received
the fame orders. The latter general threw himfelf
into Torgau, before Haddick arrived there, and when
he made his attack, he repulfed him with lofs; and
count Dohna being come up foon after, the two ge-
nerals having joined their forces, purfued the auftri-
ans to Eulenburg. The enemy, terrified at the ap-
proach of the pruffian armies, alfo raifed the fiege of
Leipfick.

In the mean time, his pruflian majefty was march-
ing with the greateft {peed from Silefia ; fo, that by
the 1zth of november, he arrived at Lauban; and
having afterwards joined his army to the corps under
the generals Dohna and Wedel, he arrived trium-
phantly at Drefden, the 20th. The auftrian armies,
commanded by marfhal Daun, and that of the em-
pire, fell back on the king’s near approach, into Bo-
hemia, without attempting any thing further. The
marfhal placed his troops into quarters of canton -
ment, in fuch fituations as to form an immenfe chain
of troops all along the frontiers of Silefia, and Saxony ;
where the imperial army joined, and continued it

through
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through Thuringia and F rancoma, where it was united
to the quarters of the prince de Soubize, extendin
weftward, along the courfe of the Main and Lahn,
to meet thofe of marfhal de Contades, which &retched
to the Rhine, and continued the chain along it quite
to the Maefe, fo as to command. the whole courfe of
of the Rhine, on both fides, both upward and down-
ward.

I left the ruffian army retreating after the battle of
Zorndorf, to Stargard in Pomerania. General Fer-
mer forefaw that he thould be unable to keep his
ground in that province during the winter, unlefs he
could fecure fome fea port, by which means he might
receive the neceflary reinforcements from Ruffia by
fea. In purfuance to this plan, he refolved to attack
the little town of Colberg on the Baltick ; expecting
it would be an eafy conqueft, as it was but meanly
fortified.  On the 3d of october, 15,000 ruffians
formed the fiege ; but what with their incapacity in
that part of the art of war, and the brave defence
made by major Heydon, the governor, this little town,
fo poorly fortified, and fo weakly garrifoned, held
out againft them 26 days, and then obliged them to
raife the fiege, the 29th of oftober: and this with-
out receiving any fuccours whatfoever from without.
The ruffians, without enterprifing any thing elfe, re-
tired in fo difgraceful a manner out of Pomerania,
without having been able to mafter one place of
ftrength, in either Brandenburg or Pomerania. But
they deftroyed all the country as they pafled, with the
moft favage fiercenefs. Nor were the ruffians the
only enemy which carried on an inglorious war againft
his pruffian majef’cy the fwedes were driven back into
their own territories, with great lofs ; and feveral of
their important poﬁs taken, before they went into
quarters of cantonment.  About the time that the
auftrians retired into winter quarters, the french did
the fame, without any moleftation from prince Ferdi-

nand;
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nand ; his army was too weak for offenfive operations,
and the feafon too far advanced : fo that the britith
troops were not employed in this campaign; but
they loft their leader, the duke of Marlborough, who
died of a fever at Munfter, the 20th of oétober,
contratted by the fatigues of the campaign. The
prince difpofed his troops in the moft advantageous
manner, in the bifhoprics of Munfter, Paderborn,

and Hildefheim, and in the landgraviate of Hefle.
Before I difmifs the affairs of his pruflian majetty,
for this campaign, I muft take notice of the change
which that monarch made in his conduét, towards the
uhfortunate eleGtorate of Saxony., When firft he en-
tered that country, at the beginning of the war, he
declared, that he had no defign to make a conqueft
of it, butonly to hold it as a depofit in his hands for
the fecurity of his own dominions, until he could
compel his enemies to agree to reafonable terms of
peace; but upon his return to Drefden, after having
forced marfhal Daun once more to quit Saxony, he
-altered his refolution : he ordered his direttory atr war
to fend a decree to the deputies of the eftates of the
eleGtorate, which, at the fame time that it enjoined
them to deliver a certain quantity of flower and for-
age, fignified in exprefs terms ; ¢¢ That though the
king of Pruflia had hitherto treated the electorate of
Saxony as a country he had taken under his {pecial
protection; the face of affairs was now changed in
fuch a manner, that his majefty would confider it
for the future, only as a conquered country, out of
which he had driven his enemies, by force of arms.”
This declaration was no fooner publifhed, than the
revenues of all the faxon minifters of confequence
were fequeftered ; and as the ruffians had feized in
Pruffia, all the rents of the eftates in that country,
belonging to pruffian officers, the fame was done by
the king in Saxony, in regard to the eftates of faxon
officers in the ruffian fervice. His majefty a.lﬂ:i or-
ered
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ordered feals to be put on the papers of 20 perfons
of confequence belonging to the court of Drefden,
who were, at the fame time enjoined to fet out for
Warfaw, in 24 hours; in fhort, the adminiftration
of the government was thrown entirely into the hands
of pruffians. It has been very juftly remarked on
this 3 that as foon as the king of Pruffia had declared,
that he confidered Saxony as a conquered country,
the people had from that time a right to expect to be
governed in fuch a manner as became a juft prince;
more efpecially when the conqueror’s affairs are not
in fuch a dangerous fituation, as to require a very ri-
gorous behaviour.  When we confider the ufe which
this monarch made of his conqueft ; we are no longer
dazzled by the heroic qualitics of his mind. He
continued to exact the moft fevere contributions of
the inhabitants ; and in a manner very little becom-
ing a lawfu] fovereign. He not only furrounded the
exchange with foldiers, but confined the merchants
to narrow lodgings, on ftraw beds, and by the ex-
tremity of their {fufferings obliged them to draw bills
on their foreign correlpondents for very large fums.
Drefden had been quite exhaufted by former contri-
butions, and had even fuffered military execution long
before: fo that but little excufe can be made for
thefe unjuft and violent proceedings. What could
be more unreafonable, more odious, or more cruel,
than to retaliate on the unhappy {axons, fome part of
the excefles committed by the ruflians on his domi-
nions. Such a proceeding is not confiftent with that
greatnefs of foul which one would think fhould at-
tend fuch vaft abilities, asare poffefled by his pruffian
majefty. PButlet us review his actions this campaign,
we fhall there fee his brighteft fide.

In the laft campaign, he gained the moft refplendent
victories ; but in this he formed and executed the
moft ufeful defigns. The retreating out of Moravia
in the face of a fuperior army, in that mafterly man-

ner,
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ner, in which it was executed ; his rapid march to
drive the ruffians from his dominions ; his gaining the
battle of Zorndorf, merely by his own prefence of
mind ; his marching from thence to relieve Saxony,
when in the mean time, the auftrians over-run Sile-
fia; defeated at Hochkirchen, and yert aéting as if he
had been vi¢torious ; marfhalDaun’swhole planbeingto
prevent his entering Silefia ; he takes a great compafs
round all his forces, and marching unpurfued, in the
fwifteft manner, raifes the fiege of Neifs, and clears
all Sileia of his enemies; from one corner of his
dominions, he flies to the other ; Saxony is again in
danger ; above an hundred thoufand of his enemies
bsfieging three great cities in it; they no fooner
invade, than he refolves to refcue; from the extre-
mity of Silefia, he makes forced marches into Saxony,
raifes the fieges of its capital, Leipfick and Torgau,
drives the two armies of the auftrians and the empire
entirely outof the elettorate, and arrives triumphantly
at Drefden 5 four armies, containing above two hun-
dred and fifty thoufand men, endeavour to over-
wheim his dominions, they are defeated, and drove
back with difgrace ; his territories are cleared, and he
keeps pofieflion of Saxony itfelf. In fthort, whether
we confider the rapid and vigorous marches, the art-
ful movements, and judicious cheice of pofts, in par-
ticular, or the greatmanagement, the deep laid {chemes,
or the ftudied and refined conduct in general; we
muft certainly allow this campaign to difplay on the
part of that monarch, very greac abilities, and gene-
ralthip ; greater than ever he had thewn before.

The fingular firvation of England guarded it from
thofe terrible ravages of war, which laid wafte the
reft of Europe, confequently we can find but lictle
for the fubjeét of a military hitory there. Several
fquadrons had been equipped, and failed in the win-
ter, but their operations were too minute to be com-
prehended in the narrow plan of this work. In par-

liament
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liament, every thing went fmoothly; the voice of
the minifter was that of the nation; the houfe of
commons had granted his majefty, for the war and
other ufes, upwards of eleven millions fterling, in the
courfe of the yedr *. Nothing could have enabled the
kingdom to raife fuch immenfe fums, but the flour-
1fhmg and extenfive commerce it enjoyed. This re-
ceived a great addition by the fuccefs which commo-
dore Keppels fquadron met with on the coaft of
Africa.

Mr. Keppel, having been fent out from England,
with a fmall fquadron of fhips, to attack Goree,
came in fight of that place the 28th of December.
The Dunkirk, the Naffau, the Torbay, and the Fou-
geaux anchored againft {everal batteries, on the ifland
of Goree, and at the fame time covered two bomb-
Kketches by their fire, The ation began with a fmart
cannonade from the ifland on the ﬂ]ips, as they bore
down, which was not returned, till they came ex-
tremely near, and then began a moft dreadful fire,
which in a few hours filenced the french batteries ;
and made fuch a terrible havock among their garrifon,
that M. de St. Jean furrendered the fortrefs and ifland,
with his garrifon, prifoners of war; in it was found
110 pieces sof cannon and mortars.

The ifland of Goree confifts of a low narrow piece
of land, near cape Verd in Africa, Weft long. 17.
40. lat. 15, in the river Senegal, about half a mile
long, but very narrow. Though it is in the torrid
zone, yet it enjoys a cool and temperate air almoft
the year round ; which is owing to the equality of the
days and nights; and its being continually refrethed
by alternate breezes from the land and fea. M. de
St. Jean had embellithed it with feveral fine buildings ;

and added fome fortifications to it.

The conqueft of thefe fettlements on the coaft of
Africa, were of infinite importance to the britith nation,
and of near as much advantage to its commerce, as

an
* Vide appendix. 20
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any of the numerous acquifitions we have made this
war. France, by means of them, brought her fu-
gar iflands to that high pitch, which they arrived at
before the war, 'The fugar trade, and that to the
coaft of Africa, are fo blended together, that the for-
mer cannot fubﬁft without the latter, on account of
the negroes brought from thence; the french, by
means of their - fettlements of Senegal and Goree,
raifed the price of negroes upon-the englith, on many
parts of the coaft, from 6 and 7 1. per head to 20 and
g3ol.  And, although this great rife in their price af-
fetted the englith Weft-indian trade fo very fenfibly,
yet their own fuffered not the leaft by it, by reafon
of their'extraordinary bounties, privileges and im-
munities, which the french government allows for
the encouragement of their african commerce. The
gum Senegal is another article of great confequence,
which falls into the hands of the englith, by this im-
portant conqueft. The african gum is exceeding ufe-
ful, in feveral french manufattures ; fuch as their filks,
and other fabricks, which require a gloffy luftre to
recommend them to foreign nations; and this gum
is no lefs ufeful in feveral englith manufaGures. So
advantageous is it, that Mr. Poftlethwait * informs us,
that we have a recent inftance of two merchants in
the city of London, who gained above 10,0001. by a
loading of gum from Senegal, which they obtained
in the year 1757, on this coaft ; the firft coft of which
cargo, on the outfet, did not amount to 1000l. There
are alfo feveral other very material articles of trade,
which muft be chiefly in the hands of the poffeffors
of thefe important fettlements. Gold duft, ivory,
&c. are very beneficial trades ; but the vaft advantage
of the negroe trade is unbounded ; the whole Weft-
indies muft depend greatly on thofe, for negroes, who
pofiefs Senegal and Goree.

* Importance of the african expedition confidered, p. 4.
Never
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Never was any year more glorious to Great Britain
than 1758. We have many times triumphed over
France, perhaps with greater eclat; but never with
fuch real advantage to the nation. Thofe conquefts
which promote our trade, and confequently our naval
power, are the moft beneficial to us. The poffeffion
of Louifburg threw into our hands the whole cod-
fithery, by which France maintained yearly in time
of peace, near 20,000 feamen, and the profits to that
nation were calculated at upwards of a million fterl-
ing 5 fuch an article, I think, to englithmen, can want
no heightening. It is juftly agreed, that our navy
depends in great meafure on our north american com-
merce ; had the french been able to put thofe deep
laid fchemes in execution, (which I have before treated
of more fully) and which depended in a great mea-
fure, on the poffeflion of the forts Frontenac and du
Quefne ; our colonies would have been in the utmolft
danger. The conqueft of thofe forts broke the chain,
with which they had confined us, within fuch very
narrow bounds, and threw a great part of the furr
trade into our hands. The conqueft of Senegal and
Goree, as I have jult mentioned, deprived the french
of thofe valuable branches of commerce, the negroes
gum, gold duft, and ivory. The expedition to the
coaftof Franceconvinced all Europe that that kingdom
was vulnerable, even at home; and the mifchief it
did to their trade was very confiderable. Laftly, if
we add the advantages gained in the Eaft-indies, by
admiral Pocock, and the vaft fuccefs our thipping met
with, in deftroying the french commerce, by the cap-
ture of their merchant thips and men of war, we may
juftly conclude, that there never was 4 year, wherein
the forces of Britain were exerted in a more glorious
or advantageous manner, than that of 1758.

To what ¢an we attribute this vaft fuccefs, but to
that urion and harmony which fubfifted in our coun-
cils 2 Did ever any former miniftry in England carry

on
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on fuch an extenfive war as the prefent, without hav-
ing a ftrong oppofition in parliament to ftruggle with
at the fame time? The coalition of parties was the
original caufe of our fuccefs ; had one miniftry been
in power for a few months ; and then another, whofe
maxims were entirely oppofite to thofe of the former,
in what a confufed manner muft the war have been
carried on ? But the two parties united have triumphed
over faftion, perhaps more dangerous than the ene-
my ; they have employed the forces of their country
to the beft advantage ; the navy, that glory of Great
Britain, has been exerted in the moft formidable man-
ner; and, what is unufual, we have at the fame time,
been equally vittorious at land. They fent a britith
army to Germany, and at the fame time another to
to the coaft of France, without in the leaft negletting
the marine. In fhort, Britain, this year found herfelf
“alike victorious in every quarter of the world.

Z CHAPR
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CH AP XVIIL

Situation of the belligerent powers at the opéning of the
year 1759. State of the affairs ¢f bis pruffian ma-
jefty.  Of the emprefs queen.  Of the emprefs of Ruf-
Sia. Of the republic of Holland. Cafe of the dutch
fbips confidered.  Affairs in England. “In Frazce.
Eupedition to the Weft-indies, under Hopfon and Maore.
Unfucce[sful attack on Martinico. Baffe Terre in Gua-
daloupe deftroyed. The forces land. Bafle Terre taken.
General Hopfon dies.  Grande Terre conquered,  The
iflond capitulates. Remarks on its importance.

HE events of the year 1758, convinced all the.

belligerent powers of Europe, that the fortune
of the war was not to be obtained by any one victory,
however confiderable ; but would be won by thofe
whofe refources enabled them to fuftain the horrors
of it longer than their enemies. It was plain, at
the conclufion of the laft year, that that general,
whofe genius furnithed him with the greateft refources,
was moft likely to prove, in the end, viftorious. It
was really aftonithing to fee fo many great victories
gained by the pruffian tfoops, without being able to
procure a fafe peace; when many of them would in
former times, have been fufficient to transfer the em-
pire of the world from one faction to another.

Nor was it lefs furprifing, that the three campaigns,
wherein the king of Pruffia had met with fuch great
fuccefs, did not exhauft him more. Thofe fuccefles,
great as they were, often times were dearly purchafed ;
and befides thefe, he had met with fome checks ; part
of his dominions had been pofieiied by his enemies;

the
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the kingdom of Pruffia was in the hands of the rufil-
ans, partof his weftphalian territories in thofe of the
french, Many of his greateft generals were dead 5
and great part of thofe brave veterans, who had per-
formed fuch unparralleled a&ions under him, at the
beginning of the war were no more: add to this
his coffers, which had been fo long a flling were
drained. But yet, for all this melanzhoiy catalogue,
his pruffian majefty was far from being exhaufled,
at the clofe of the laft campaign. Had that besn
his fituation, let me afk .the intelligent reader, whe-
ther he would have been able to drive fuch formid-
able and numerous enemies out of his german domi-
nions. At that period, he entirely pofiefled theselec-
torate of Brandenburg, Pomerania, Silefia, Magde-
burg, and Halberftadt of his own dominions, Saxo-
ny, partof Mecklingburgh, and part of fwedifh Po-
merania of his enemy’s; add to this, he ftill received
a fubfidy of 670,0001. fterling, from Great Britain 5
add alfo thofe great refources which he found in his
own. fuperior genius 3 and in the abilities of his bro-
ther Henry, feconded by.a long lift of able generals,
who ftill remained to command his armies. Thefe
advantages enabled him to finifh the lalt campaign
in fo glorious a manner, and to prepare with the ne-
ceflary vigor for opening the approaching one.

The emprefs queen, during the courfe of the war,
had met with much greater thocks than the king of
Pruffia; and the war felt equally heavy on her: but
the refources of her power, as they are more natural
than thofe of her enemy, fo they are the more vifible to
the reft of Europe. Her immenfe territories ; many
of them equally fruitful and populous, encbled her
to recruit all her lofles. It muft be a very long war
that would entirely exhauft the houfe of Auftria; her
dominions are of fuch an immenfe extent; the f{ub-
je&t fo ufed to fupply free quarter and endure military
licence ; her fubjefts fo numerous, fo hardy, and

Z2 make
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make fuch good foldiers ; that it is not to be won-
dered at, that the emprefs queen was able to recruit
her armies, on every fhock they received: In fa&,
marfhal Daun, very early in the new year found that
he thould be at the head of an army as formidable
as ever.

The emprefs of Ruffia was drawn into the war by
the envy which the always had to her formidable rival
in the north, the king of Pruflia. Never did any
power enter into a war upon more unjuft motives
than the court of Peterfburg! It was meer envy of
the rifing greatnefs of the pruflian monarch. But as
fhe had engaged, fhe refolved to perfevere, The ex-
pence of the war fell more heavy on her enemy and
the republic of Poland, than it did on herfelf ; and,
as it was an opportunity of forming her troops to fer-
vice, fhe refolved to continue in her prefent fyftem,
‘The britith minifter made the greateft efforts to de-
tach her from her alliance; but all his endeavours
were vain; the court of Peterfburg, notwithftand-
ing the bad fuccefs it had hitherto met with, conti-
nued refolutely bent on the ruin of the king of
Pruffia. ‘

Holland, during the greateft part of the preceding
year, had been filled with nothing but remonftrances,
memorials, and complaints, concerning the capture of
her merchant fhips by the englith men of war and
privateers. France, {oon after their fhips were feized
by the englifh, at the beginning of the war, finding
that their trade would be entirely ruined ; endeavour-
ed to obviate that ftroke by her policy. She took
off the tax of 50 fous per ton, which fhe always
chufes to keep on foreign freightage : the opened even
her american ports, and admitted other countries to
that cheice part of her commerce, which by her
maritime regulations, fhe hath at other times fo ftriét-
1y kept to herfelf. Neutral nations feized at once on
the advantage, and opened to the enemy new channels

for
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for the conveyance of thofe riches, by which the war
was to be nurfed and protracted : Under the banner
of friendfhip they thus ferved the caufe of the ad-
verfary, whofe wealth fecured by that prote&ion would
have paffed fate and unmolefted through the englith
fleets.  Britain refolved, that her naval power thould
not be rendered ufelefs, and feized on the property
of her enemy, which fhe found on board neutral
thips *.

The dutch were moftly concerned in this contraband
trade; and they made terrible clamours at the rap-
ture of their thips. The merchants of the principal
cities in Holland prefented feveral memorials to the
ftates general for redrefs of their grievances, offering
to arm themfelves and protect their trade.  The ftates
remonftrated to the court of Great Britain againft
this proceeding, but they met with a very cold re-
ception. In fa&, their claim was founded neither on
the law of nations, nor on that of nature.

Holland, whenever the was engaged in war, almoft
conftantly purfued the fame conduct : the fometimes
even prohibited the commerce of neutral nations, be-
yond all juftice and moderation. In the year+ 1599,
when the government of Spain firft prohibited the fub-
jecs of the united provinces, from trading to the ports
of that kingdom, a liberty, which had unaccountably
been allowed them, from the commencement of their
revolt to that period ; the ftates general in revenge,
publithed a placart, forbidding the people of all na-
tions to carry any kind of merchandife into Spain. It
is declared in the 41ft article of the treaty of 1674,
between Great Britain and Holland, and alfo in every
other commercial treaty, ¢ That all goods are con-
traband, which are carried to places blockaded or in-

* Difcourfe on the condud of the government of Great Britain,

P 6.. )
4 Grotii hiftoriarum, lib, 8.
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vefted,” . To thew what opinion the dutch had of 1
naval blockade in 1630 %, when they pretended to
have blockaded up all the coaft of Flanders, and
openly avowed, that they would take and condemn al}
neutral: thips, which had the moft diftant appear-
ance of being bound to the ports of that country,
In 168y T, they alfo declared publicly, to neutral na-
tions, that they defigned to block up all the ports of
France. Now a blockade may be confidered as com-
plete by fea as land ; and were not the french weft-
indian iflands as completely blockaded, as it was pof-
fible for the dutch to blockade the ports of France?
And much more; their diftrefs and famine, for want
of a communication with their mother country, fully
declare, that they were invefted. But befides thefe
{everal reafons, I could produce many others founded
intirely on the letter of the treaties fubfifting between
Great Britain and Holland, to fhew that they have
not the leaft right to carry the property of the enemy
in their fhips ; ‘but the bounds of this work will not
permit me to be more particular ; T muft refer the
veader to a very ingenious work, which canvafles the
affair to the very bottem, entitled, < A difcourfe on
¢ the conduét of Great Britain, in refpect to neutral
¢¢ nations.” '

If we turn our eyes towards England, and com-
pare the ftate of that nation at this period, with the.
ftate it was formerly in, during the war, we fhall find
that the very maxims of government were changed ;
the conftitution wore a different face. That unprece-
dented union, which reigned in both houfes of parlia-
ment, enabled the miniftry, who lived inthe greateft
harmony with one another; to concert thofe great plans
of actions againf{t the enemy, and by their penetra-

gion in the choice of commanders to enfure their

% Copvention between England grd Holland, 168g.
+ Placart of june 26, 1630,
| fuccefs,
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fuccefs. France, during the year, had every day
found the power of the enghfh in America to execyt
itfelf more and more: it had been like an almof
{fmothered flame, which, when it broke through the
{moke that had covered it, blazed forth with renewed
violence. Thofe fhocks, fo fatal to the trade of
France, which fhe had received in America that year,
had convinced her, that it would never be pofiible’to
retrieve thofe lofles, by her operations in that part of
theworld. Her great efforts muft be made in Europe.
Hanover was her aim on the continent, if the could
keep pofleflion of that eleGtorate till a peace, fhe
doubted not of being able to conclude an advanta-
geous one. But to effect this, it required that their
army in Germany fhould be recruited, and reinforced,
that the fubfidies which had been paid to Sweden, Au-
ftria, and Ruffia, thould be regularly continued ; that
the king of Pruffia might gain no refpit. Nor was
the plan which France determined to purfue, confined
to Germany, fhe refolved to fet about in real esrncit,
invading Great Britain ; for this end, immenfe prepa-
rations were fo made in feveral of the ports of that
kingdom : by this means, the peace did not dej.cnd
on a fingle ftake, they had two {chemes, and ir ei-
ther of them fucceeded, their defign would be entirely
anfwered. But all thele great points could not be
put in execution, without great funds. [t was the
misfortune of the french nation at this time, to be
governed by a weak and divided miniftry, and a
ravenous miftrefs, who fleeced the kingdom of im-
menfe fums every year. The deftruction of their
trade made money very {carce, and the neceflities of
the ftate being urgent, they were obliged to adopt a
new plan of raifing the revenue. Moreover Siltho::aate
was made controller of the finances ; and he imune-
diately removed the farmers of the revenue from
finding the fupphes ; and new methods were deviled

Z 4 for
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for raifing money ; but the great want of it fiill ap.
peared, thefe were only temporary expedients, -

But as the face of affairs in England was fo much
changed, fo thefe fchemes of her enemies no longer
had that effect which ufed to attend them. At thefame
time that an army was maintained in Germany, and
fuch numerous forces were kept in altion in America,
the Eaft and Weft indies, Britain, by the good con-
dué of her government, was enabled to guard againft
any attempt that France might make to. invade her.
The militia aét, fo well known, had armed feveral
thoufand men for the defence of the kingdom, the
regular troops were augmenting both in number and
fpecies ; and for the firft time we faw light horfe and
infantry. Qur navy was more formidable than ever,
and feveral fquadrons were generally blocking up the
ports of France, and cruifing on their trade, whilft
others were carrying deftruction to the french colo-
nies in every part of the world. In this fituation,
Britain had little to fear at this period, from the de-
figns which that nation had formed to invade her.

One of the moft confiderable expeditions that' was
undertaken by the englith miniftry, in the beginning
of the new year againft France, was that to the Weft-
indies. About the latter end of oftober 1758, com-
modore Hughes, with a fquadron of eight thips of
the line, a frigate, and four bombs, with fixty tranf-
fports, fet fail from Spithead, having on board the
following regiments, the old buffs, Duroure’s, Elliot’s,
Barrington’s, Watfon’s, and Armiger’s, with a de-
tachment from the artillery at Woolwich ; 8co ma-
rines were alfo diftributed on board the men of war.
The general officers employed were, major general
Hopfon, commander in chief; major general Bar-
rington ; colonels Armiger, and Haldane ; and lieu-
tenant colonels Trapaud and Clavering, brigadiers.
The 3d of january, 1459, they came to an anchor
in Carlifle bay, in the ifland of Barbadoes. Commo-

' dore
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dore Moore, who was lying in that bay, with ane.
ther {mall fquadron, took upon himfelf the command
of the united fleet. Hawving watered at Barbadoes,
they fet fail from thence january 13th, their armament
not exceeding 5000 men complete *.

The grand object of this expedition was the ifland
of Martinico, the firft of the french fugar iflands,
the feat of the government, and the center of all the
trade which France carries on with the Weft-indies :
It is very ftrong both by nature and art. The fhore
on every fide indented with very deep bays ; the many
fands round the ifland which are to be feen only at
Jow water, rendér an approach very dangerous with
out good pilots, It is very fruitful, well cultivated,
and watered, abounding with plantations and villages
along the fea coaft. Port Royal is the principal place
in the ifland, which is confiderable for its fize, trade,
and ftrength, St. Pierre is the fecond town which
is of near as much confequence as Port Roygl. The
french had at this time a good number of regular
forces here; befides a numerous and well armed mi-
litia, and not contemptible for their difcipline.

The 15th of january, the troops were landed with-
out oppofition, on the weft fide of Port Royal har-

* Ships that compofed the fquadron.

Line of battle.

“Ships, Guns, Men. Captains,
Berwick 64 488 Harman,
Winchefter 50 350 Le Crafs.
Rippon 60 430 Jehkyll,
Briftol 50 350 Leflie.
Norfolk 74. 600 Hughes.
Cambridge 8o 667 Burnet.

St. George 90 750 Gayton.
Panther 6o 420 Schuldham.
Lyon 6o 400 Trelawney,
Burford 64 520 Gambier,

Four frigates, four bombs, and fixty tranfports.
bow,
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bour, after the men of war had driven thé french
from their batteries and intrenchments ; they had fre-
quent fkirmithes with the enemy, but thefe did not
prove fo great an obftruction to the fuccefs of the
troops, as the nature of the country. A multitude of
deep ftreams of water, inclofed by fteep and almoft
perpendicular precipices, proved a great obftacle to
the march of the troops ; the roads broken up, and
they had five miles to march before they could get
‘to Port Royal. General Hopfon, finding thefe diffi-
culties unfurmountable, fent on board the Cambridge,
to acquaint the commodore, that he found it impoffi-
ble to maintain his ground, unlefs the fquadron could
give him affiftance, by landing fome heavy cannon,
&ec. at the favanna, near the town of Port Royal, or
that the commodore would attack the citadel in the
bay, at the fame time that he did it on the thore. A
council of war having judged this to be impradti-.
cable, the general gave orders for the troops:to retire,
and they were re-embarked on the 17th. = One can-
not help obferving in the account of this tranfaction,
which was publifhed in the Gazette, and which I
apprehend was extracted chiefly from the commodore’s
letters, that there did not feem to be fo perfect a hars
mony between the general and the commodore as is
always neceffary in fuch expeditions as thefe, and on
which their fuccefs entirely depends..

The next day the general acquainted the commo-
dore, that the council of war was of opinion, it would
be moft for his majefty’s fervice to go to fort St.
Pierre with the troops, in order to make an attack
upon that place, and that no time fhould be loft. It
was hoped that more might be done there; and ac-
cordingly the fleet came’ in fight of that town the
1gth ; forty merchantmen were then lying in the bay,
and the commodore ordered two bombs to fail in near
enough to do the proper execution ; he fent a man
of war in to found, and ordered the Rippon to filence

a battery.
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a battery, abouta mile and a half north of the town,
and threw out a fignal for the tranfports to come
under his ftern. Al thefe difpofitions feemed as if
the attack was refolved on ; andinfaét, the commo-
dore had affured the general, that he could deftroy
‘the town of St. Pierre, and put the troops in poffef-
fion of it; but as the f{quadron might be confiderably
damaged in the attack, and the whole armament un-
able after it to proceed on any other material fervice,
he reprefented to the general, that it would be better
to proceed to the town of Bafle Terre, in the ifland
of Guadaloupe. The general concurring in this opi-
nion, the bombs were forbid to play, the founding
fhip recalled ; and to theaftonifhment of every body,
the merchantmen were left without any attack being
made on them; as it was the opinion of feveral offi-
cers, that they might have been, at leaft deftroyed
without damaging the fhips, {fo much as to difenable
them from proceeding on their fervice. But it looks
‘as if the commodore had forgot he had ordered the
Rippon to engage a battery ; that fhip proceeded
down to her ftation, and in a few minutes filenced
it 3 but before the could difengage herfelf, four
batteries more were opened, to play on the thip, which
damaged her mafts, fails, and rigging very much,
and the captain obferving the commodore above two
leagues aftern of him, with the reft of the fleet, and
no thips but his own in the harbour, nor any coming
to his affiftance, concluaea that the attack was laid
afide,-and his own thip being in great danger, ordered
his boats to be manned, and towed her off.

Purfuant to the refolution agreed on at the council
of war, to attack Guadaloupe, the {quadron ict fail,
and arrived off the town of Bafle Terre, the 23d of
january ; they found the plice very formidably forti-
‘fied towards the {ca, as the enemy had raed feveral
batteries at all the convcniznt places along the thore ;
and the citadel, was thouyhit by =olonel Cunningharg,

the
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‘the chief engineer, on account of its great height to
be impregnable to the fhips, but in this opinion he
proved miftaken. The fame day the comfodore or-
dered the attack to be made in the following difpo-
fition : the St. George, Norfolk, and Cambridge to
lay along fide the citadel, mounting 4% guns; the
Lyon, a battery of nine guns; the Panther and Bur-
ford, a battery of 12 guns; the Berwick, a battery
of feven guns; and the Rippon another of 6 guns,
He ordered them to filence, if poffible, their refpee-
tive batteries, and to lie by them till further orders ;
having fhifted his broad pendant from thie Cambridge,
and hoifted it on board the Woolwich of 40 guns.
The fhips having all taken their ftations, the can-
nonade began at nine o’clock, and continued with the
moft unremitting fury till night ; as foon as the fe-
veral batteries were filenced, the four bombs ftood
in for the fthore, and threw fhells and carcaffes into
the town. The houfes and churches were every where
foon in flames, the magazines of powder blown about
the enemies ears, and the whole about ten o’clock
blazed out in one general conflagration. It burned
all night, and the following day ; when it was almoft
totally reduced to athes. The lofs was immenfe,
from the number of warehoufes in the town, full of
rum, and other rich, but combuftible materials. It
is furprifing that the {quadron fhould fuffer fo little
as it did, in fuftaining fuch a terrible cannonade.
The 24th, the troops landed without oppofition,
and took pofieflion of the town and citadel of Bafle
Terre ; the fire ftill continuing in the former. M,
d’Eftreil, the governor, behaved very daftardly; in-
ftead of exerting himfelf in the time of danger, vi-
fiting the feveral engaged batteries, and by his pre-
fence infpiring his people with redoubled ardor; he
retired to a plantation out of gun-fhot, and remained
an ina&ive fpectator of the deftruction of the day,

Had he ated as became a brave man, fighting for
his
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his honour and his country, he would the next mory-
ing have taken precautions- to prevent the landing of
the troops, who had a difficult fhore to deal with,
attended with a violent furff from the fea, and de-
fended by entrenchments and lines every where thrown
up. But this pretended fon of Mars, retired with
his troops to a rifing ground, about fix miles from
Baffe Terre, where he ftrongly intrenched himfelf,
the fituation being very ftrong by nature. The
afcent to it was very fteep. The road from the
camp of the englifh troops, interrupted by broken
rocks ; and the ground interfeCted by a variety of
gullies, very difficult to pafs; all which rendered an
attack on it very hazardous. While the governor
remained in this fituation, general Hopfon and com-
modore Moore fent him an offer of terms; but he
returned them a very gallant anfwer, which would
have done him honour, had it fucceeded as gallant
behaviour.

The latter end of the month was employed in fcour-
ing the country ; and as the enemy in {mall parties
were continually laying ambufcades among the fugar
canes ; orders were given to fet them on fire, which
was very foon executed. And commodore Moore
confidered, that the eaftern part of the ifland, called
Grand Terre, which is the moft fertile of the whole,
might be attacked with advantage, if the fort Louis
was taken; refolved to detach fome men of war
from the fquadron for that purpofe ; accordingly the
Berwick, with three frigates, three tenders, and two
bombs, failed the 6th of february, and the 13th at-
tacked the fort and the batteries near it ; when, after a
fevere cannonade, which lafted fix hours, a large de-
tachment of marines, and the highlanders, landed,
who drove the enemy from their intrenchments, and
hoifted the englith colours at the fort.

General Hopfon died at the camp near Bafle Terre
the 27th, and the command of the army then de-

volved
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volved on major general Barrington, who on the 1 ft
of march, brought off all the troops, re-imba;rking
them on board the tranfports by the break of day,
leaving colonel Defbrifay in the citadel, with Wat-
fon’s regiment, and a detachment from the artillery,
It was the general’s {cheme to make the attack on the
fide of Grande Terre; accordingly the commodore
with the fleet failed. It was the r1th before the fleet
came to an anchor off fort Louis. It was here that
Mr. Moore received intelligence, that Monf. Bom-
part, with a fquadron of eight fail of the line, and
three frigates, with a reinforcement of troops, was
arrived at Port Royal in Martinico. The commo-
dore dire@ly perceived, that the french fquadron
might be able to throw in fuccours into Grand Terre,
if he attempted it, without his being able to pre-
vent it, as the {quadron then lay; he took a re-
folution to fail immediately to prince Rupert’s
bay, in Dominica, as he thould there have it more in
his power to prote¢t Guadaloupe. The privateers of
the french took advantage of this movement; and
above eleven weeks, while the two fqudrons were
watching one another in the two bays; they failed
out, and took above go fail of englith merchantmen,
and carried them into Martinico. Thefe captures oc-
cafioned heavy complaints from the britith iflands; "
for they faid, (and I believe, with a good deal of rea~
fon) it was equally practicable for the englith fqua-
dron to have anchored at Port Royal, as at prince
Rupert’s bay ; by which, two ends might have been
anfwered, the french men of war could not have got
out, nor the privateer prizes have got in, and of
courfe the latter muft have been te-taken ; no other
harbour being then open to them except St. Pierre’s
or Granada, either of which, was at that time to be
blockaded by a fingle frigate *. Had Mr. Moore

* Vide capt. Gardener’s account of this expedition, p. 42.
made
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miade his appearance off Port Royal, M. du Bompar¢
mult have been reduced to the alternative of fighting
a fuperior force, or of retiring behind the citadel into
‘the carenage to avoid it.

General Barrington took all the precaution in his
power to ftiengthen the fort at St. Louis ; and, find-
ing that the war in the ifland, was not to be profecuted

‘with all the troops in a body ; he detached colonel
-Crump, with 600 men, in fome of the tranfports, to
-endeavour to land between the towns of St. Anne,
and St. Frangois ;3 colonel Crump executed this with
the greateft bravery, deftroying the batteries of can-
non which the enemies had raifed there. And as the
general expected, that the enemy would weaken a
ftrong poft they had at Gofier, to reinforce St. Anne’s
and St. Francois, he went with another detachment
‘and made himfelf mafter of it.

In the mean time, colonel Defbrifay *, who was left
governor of the citadel of Baffe Terre, loft his life
by an unfortunate accident. A cannon being fired
too near a powder magazine, the return of the wad-
ding blew it up, and with it the governor, major
Trollop, a lieutenant, and feveral men, Major Mel-

* Tieutenant colonel Defbrifay, was captain of foot at the bat-
tle of Val, near Maflricht, in 1747 ; 'being wounded, and ly-
ing on the ground, a french ofiicer, contrary to the rules of war,
and every generous {fentiment ran him threugh, which unmanly ex-
ample was immediately followed by the party he commanded, all
of them planting their bayonets in his body. He reccived 13
wounds, and eight of them were judged mortal. He was after-
wards in company with marfhal Saxe. whofe politenefs in war was
fo well known, and who prefled him ftrongly to declare, who the
officer was, that had ufed him in fo bafe a manner, threatening to
difgrace him, at the head of the regiment; but Defbrifay, though
well acquainted with his name, the commiffion he bore, and the
corps he ferved in, had fo much greatnefs of mind as to decline it ;
he contented himfelf with letting his excellency know, that he
was not a firanger to his perfon, but begged he would excufe him,
from being obliged to point him out. ’

vil
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vil was appointed by the general to fucceed him in the
government of the citadel.

The moft confiderable force the enemy had, wqg
collected on the mountain called Dos d’Afne. Itisq
jpoft ‘of great ftrength and importance, as it forms
the-ornily communication there is between the town of
Bafle Terre and the capes Terre, the pleafanteft and
moft fruitful part of theifland. It was not judged
practicable to break into it this way ; and all the reft
of the Baffe Terre part of the ifland was in the ene-
mies poffeflion. The general therefore formed a
plan to furprife the towns of Petit Bourge, St. Ma-
1y’s, and Guogave ; ‘but the fuccefs of this-projet,
though well concerted, was, throughthe darknefs of
the night, the roughnefs of the weather, and the ig-
norance and fear of the negroes, who were guides,
entirely fruftrated. This obliged general Barrington
to attempt that by force, which could not be effetted
upon a fafer plan; but as he was then laid up witha
fevere fit of the gout, he fent brigadier Clavering
and Crump to reconnoitre the coaft near Arnoville,
and upon their report, fent them with 1400 men to
land there, which they effected the 12th of april.
The enemy made no oppofition to Mr. Clavering’s
landing, but as his troops advanced, retired to very
ftrong intrenchments behind the river le Corne. This
poft was to them of the utmoft importance, as it eo-
vered the whole country to the bay Mahaut, where
their provifions and fupplies of all forts were landed
from St. Euftatia, and therefore they had very early
taken poffeffion of it, and had fpared no pains to
ftrengthen it, though the fituation was fuch, as re-
quired very little affiftance from art. The river was
only acceflible at two narrow pafies, -on account of a

a very
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4 very deep morafs; and thofe places they had occu-
pied with a redoubt, and well pallifadoed intrench-
ments, defended with cannon, and all the militia of
that part of the country. The englith could only ap-
proach them in a very narrow contratted front, no
wider than the roads through which they marched ;
and thefe were defended with deep and broad ditches.
The artillery, confifting of fix pieces of cannon, kept
a conftant fire on their intrenchments, to cover the
attack made by Duroure’s regiment, and the high-
landers, who behaved with the greateft coolnefs and
refolution, keeping up, as they advanced, a regular
platoon firing. This behaviour fo intimidated the
enemy, that they abandoned the firft intrenchment on
the left. Into which the highlanders threw themfelves,
with part of Duroure’s regiment, {word in hand, and
purfued the enemy into the redoubt. The french ftill
kept their ground in their intrenchments on the right,
but on being attacked they fled, and 70 of them were
made prifoners.

As foon as the ditches were filled up for the paffage
of the artillery, Mr. Clavering marched towards Petic
Bourg; in his way, he was to crofs the river Lizard;
behind which, at the only ford, the enemy had thrown
up very ftrong intrenchments, protected by four pieces
of cannon, on a hill behind them. The brigadier
having reconnoitred the river, found it would coft him
very dear to force a paffage at the ford. He therefore
kept up the attention of the enemy, by firing all night
in their lines; during which time, he got a couple of
canoes conveyed about a mile and an half down the
river, where, being launched, a fufficient number of
men werte ferried over, to attack them in flank, while
the remainder did the fame in front ; but the enemy
foon perceived their danger, and left the intrenchments
with the greateft precipitation.

L When
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When the brigadier arrived 4t Petit Bourg,'"}i¢
found it fortified with lines, and a redoubt filled with
cannon 3 but the enemy abandoned it and the port to
the conquerors, - On the 15th, brigadier Crump was
detached with 700 men to the bay Mahaut; he found
the batteries and the town abandoned. Thefe he
burnt, with an immenfe quantity of provifions that
had been landed there by the dutch, and reduced the
whole country as far as Petit Bourg. The fame day,
Mr. Clavering detached capt. Steel with 100 men to
Guogave, to deftroy a battery there: the panic of
the enemy was fuch, that they only difcharged. their
cannon at him, and deferted a poft that might have
been maintained againft an army. He nailed up
feven pieces of cannon, and returned the fame
evening. : ,

In the mean time, the french were drawing all their
force to St. Mary’s, to oppofe the englifh, and had
thrown up intrenchments to firengthen the poft. The
brigadier immediately formed a defign to get into
their rear, by roads which the enemy thought im-
pralticable; but they, perceiving his defign, made 2
movement to oppofe him, which made him refolve,
without further delay, to attack them directly in front,
and it was accordingly executed with the greateft vi-
vacity, notwithftanding the conftant firing, both of
their cannon and mufketry. They abandoned all their
artillery, and fled in fuch confufion, that they never
afterwards appeared before the brigadier. He took
up his quarters at St. Mary’s, and the next day enter-
ed Grande Ferre, which is the richeft and moft beauti-
ful part of this, or any ifland in the Weft-Indies. No
lefs than 870 negroes, belonging ta ene man only,
furrendered that-day. o .

The govérncrof the ifland, finding himfelf {o very
clofe prefftd on all fides, {ent a flag of truce to ge-
netai Barrington, todemand a ceffation of arms, and
" ’ to
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to know what terms he would grant. On the firft >f
may the -capitulation was figned ; their poffeffions,
and their civil and religious liberties. were granged
them. ¥ \ . R e
The capitulation was hardly figned, when the french
fquadron, under monf. Bompart, appeared before the
ifland, and landed at St. Anne’s, in the Grande Terre ;

englith general. y

. The garrifon fhdll be fent to Mastinico. iy
1 VI. -All the officers who have eftates in the colony (except the
governor, unlefs the king permits him) fhall be allowed to appoint
attornies to aét for them until the peace; and if the ifland is not
then ceded, they fhall have léave to fell their eftates, and carry off
the produce, S )

* Extra&t from the capiwlation, be;'_w‘,e;n‘ the govcrqor and: the

Between the inhabitants, the englith general, and commodore.

HI. The inhabitants are allowed the free and public exercife of
their religion ; the priefts and religious -fhall be preferved_in their
parithes, convents, and all other pofleflions,

* V. The inhabitants are allowed their civil government, their
laws, cufloms, and ordinances; juitice to be adminiltred by the
fame perfons now in office ; but when any vacancies happen, they
are to.be filled up by the fuperior council, and receive their coms
miffions from his britannic majefty. If the ifland is ceded to the
king of Great-Britain, the inhabitants fhall have their choice, ei-
ther to keep their own political government, or to accept that which
is eftablifhed at Antigna, and St. Chriftophers,

- VII. If the ifland is ceded to his britannic majefty at the peace,
itis to be fubjet to. the fame duties and impofts, as the other englifh
leeward iflands the moft favoured. :

»XI. No other but the inhabitants refiding in the ifland, fhall
poflfs any lands or houfes before a péace ; %ut it is ceded to the
king of Great Britain, then. the inhabitants fhall be permitted, if
they chufe it, to fell their pofleffions (but to none befides fubjects
of Great Britain) and retife where they pleafe.

XXI. Theinhabitantsand merchants of this ifland, included in
the prefent capitulation, - fhall enjoy all the ptivileges of trade, and
upon the {ame conditions as are granted to his biitannic majefty’s
fubje@s, throughout the extent of his dominiops ; but without af-
fe@ting the privileges of particular companies in England, or the
laws of the kingdom, which prohibit the carrying on of trade in
any other than englith bottoms. '

- : Aa-=2 the
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the general of the french Carribbes, with 4 reinforce=
ment from Martinico of 600 regulars,”2000-buceas
neers, and 2000 ftand of fpare arms for the inhabix
tants, with artillery and mortars : had this' fupport
arrived an hour fooner, the conqueft of the ifland
muft at leaft have been very difficult, if not impof-
fible, As foon as he heard that the capitulation ‘was
figned, he re- embarked. again.

On the ﬁgmng of the articles’of capitulation, the
inhabitants quitted the Dos d’Afne, and returned
“to their plantations and houfes’; they-began alfo ‘to
repair the ruins of Baffe Terre ;. where, " foon” after
thops were opened, and the produce of the country
fold as ufual, unmolefted by the troops in camp. or
garrifon, g eneral Batrington caufing the ftricteft dif-
cipline to be obferved.

The conqueft of the fmall ifland of Marigalante, on
the 26th, and thofe of Defeada, Santos, and Petitz
Terre, comp]cted the bufinefs of the expedition ; they
furrendered on the fame terms as Guadaloupe. So that
now the french have no footing on the leeward iflands,
"Thus was this valuable ifland reduced under fubjeétion
to the britith crown, by the bravery of the land forces
employed in the expedition. It was very odd to find
how feverely our Weft-India trade fuffered from the
privatcers of the enemy, while commodore Moore lay
with a fuperior {quadron in thofe feas. Monf. Bom-
part was generally very near the englith fquadron, and
effectually proteted the french trade.

Gaudaloupe lies in lat. 16° 6/. long. 62°. and
is about go leagues in compafs; divided into two.
parts by a channel, no where above oo feet over;
the one called Grande Terre, and’ thé other Bafle
Terre. Its chief produce is fugar cotton, indigo,
coflee, mcer, tobacco, calfia, “bananas,- pine ap-
ples rice, maize, mandxon, and potatoes. The air
is very clear "and wholefome, and not fo hot as in
Martinico, Grande Terre is deftitute of water, and

s ' o not
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not thoroughly ¢ cultwated but the cafg is the very
reverfe in -Bafle Terre, the water being as good there,
as the foil is rich; it is very near as populous as Mar-
tinico. * In fhort, there is nothmcr in this ifland want-
ing, for the convenience and delxght of life, in an
air more temporate and falubrious than is commonly
breathed between the tropics.

As to the importance of this acquifition, I need
only ftate a few particulars before the reader, and
every intelligent perfon muft allow it to be infinite.
Guadaloup ‘makes. annually 40,000 hogtheads of fu-
gar, which is a larger quantity than any of our fugar
iflands produce, except Jamaica. Befides this, the
articles of cotton, mdloo, coffee, and ginger, are very
conﬁderable, it alfo carries on a trade with the Ca-
racca’s, and other parts of the fpanith main, which is
a trade wholly in the manufatures of Europe, and the
returns for which are made almoft entirely in ready
money, Without intimating the land, the houfes, the

works, and the goods in the ifland, the flaves, at the
loweft eftimation, are worth upwards of 1,250,0001.
fterling. The fingle branch of their trade, the fugars,
beﬁdes the employment of fo much thipping, and fo
many feamen, will produce clear 300,000 l. per ann.
to the merchants of that nation who poffeffes ir,
Coffee, a very inconfiderable object in the britith co-
lonies, is here a very great one. They raife alfo great
quantities of indigo and cotton, which fupply materials
for the beft and moft valuable manufadtures. Another
amcle, which makes the pofleflion of this ifland fo
very defireable, is the conveniency of its fiwation, if
in the hands of the french, for being a harbour for
their privateers in this part of the world, asit is in
the very middle of the englith Leeward-iflands ; which
made it the Dunkirk of the Weft- Indies.*

* Vide remarks on a letter addrefled to two great men, p. 4z,

I think



( 358 )

Y think, thefe points confidered, every one muft
allow, that the conqueft of guadaloupe was of infi-
nite importance to this nation ;- and was a particular
inftance, how active and enterpriling a miniftry, at
this time, guided the affairs of England who, al-
though they made fuch great efforts in every other
part of the world againft the enemy, ftill forgot not
this, but attacked them here with equal wifdom and
fuccefs.

END of VOL. L






