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THE STANDARD OF CHURCH ORDER. 

Qucs.-Is the particular form of a Church's go\'ernment 
a matter of importance 1 

Ans.-The spirit and tendency of one system may be more 
congenial w~th t?e, principles of Christianity and the proper 
character of ItS dIscIples than others-machinery when wanted 
should be so constructed as to answer the purposes for whicL 
it was intended. If fur instance, true re ligion invol yes a direct 
reference to the authority of Christ in all our opinions, feeling~ 
and actions, that church organization is most appl opriate to it 
which mGst frequently calls upon the people individually to 
consult Christ's word, and most fully leaves them to act UpOli 
their ownviews thence derived. So also one system may be 
superior to others in separating saints from the mass of the 
worlLl,-in giving conspicuousness to their profession,-in 
developing and employing their energies-amI in excludin~' 
an ungodly ministry. The question of fOTm is thus man:
festly one of very great importance. 

Q.-What appear to have been the influences which have 
given rise to variety in the forms of church government't 

A.-Sometimes a desire to fit the ch urches for incol'poJ'atioll 
with civil institutions i-at other tImes a regard to the pro
motion of particular political feelings i-then again the in
dulgence of clerical ambition,co'fetousness o.r indolence.'-anJ 
rIOt unfrequently, a worldly jealousy and fear respectmg the 
independence and power of the Lord's people. 

Q.-Does it appear that any individual system of churd, 
order is of scriptural authority ~ . 
. A.-The opposite opinion disparages the suffic~ency of 
Christ's word by which we " rr:ay be thoro~ghly furmshed fo~ 
e'/ery good word and work," lmputes to hImself a neglect o • . -). 
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his c1mrch's interests in important particulars, and seems in; 
consistent with the ample and precise directions given with 
respect to the constitution of the Jewish church. J t also op
ens a wide uoor for fancy, pride and cupidity; for any and eve
ry invention by which pure Christianity may be muffled and 
shrouded. Besides this, we know that churches were ordered 
and superintended by inspired apostles, and whether their ar
rarwements were directly appointed by revelation or sponta
lJ"O~lSly sprang out of the doctrinal & preceptive parts of di
vine truth, they claim our imitation. As, too, Christ's church
C3 are appointed to be the homes of his people and dp.posita
ries of his glory,-ihe scenes of his operations and means of 
his converting grace, their order and regulations could not 
JJave been overlooked in the estabhshment of the evangelical 
,~ispBnsation, when he repeatedly in person as well as con
stantly by his Spirit, directed their faith and practice. 

Q.-Is it not surprising that our 'Lord did not reveal his 
will on this matter in a plainer and !llore connected manner 1 

A.-\\T e have no more reason to expect a systematic order 
in his instructions upon church government than in those up-
0:1 doctrine and duty in general. It is enough if by a diligent 
examination of his word and by prayer, we are able to attain 
the requisite knowledge of his will. 

Q.-Are we bound to imitate the practices which the 
Apostles sanctioned by their example as well as those \vhich 
they enjoined in their writings 1 

A.-It is certain that their practices were conformable 
with their teachings, that they taught the same practices in 
the several churches, and that they considered those practices 
obligatory; 

" Timothy shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be 
in Christ, as I teach every where in every church."-l. COl'. iv- 17 . 
• ' So ordain I in all churches."-l Cor. vii. 17. 

Such customs as were local or temporary. as in the case 
of Paul's YOW (Acts xviii. 18.) and the circumcision of Ti
mothy (Acts xvi. 1-3.) were not urged in all cases, and are 
declared by an apostolical decree not to be universally binding; 

"For it seemeth good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon YOIr 
no greater Lurden than these necessary things."-Acts xv. 28. 

In other cases, the Apostles solemnly urged a strict adhe
rence to their injunctions and customs: 
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" Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye hav~ 
been taught, whether by word, or Our epistle."-2 Thes. ii. 15. 

They commended a conformity to their practice: 
"Now I p.raise you, brethr,en, that ye remember me in all things, and 

keep the ordlllances, as I delIvered them to you."-1 Cor. xi. 2. 

And they strongly condemned the introduction even of small 
changes without their authority: 

II If an~ man. seem to be contentious, we have no such cUotom, [as \\'0. 
men praylllg WIth uncovered headsl neither the churche.ofGod,"·-1 Cor. 
xi. 16. 
H~nce it appears that :' at the beginning" one general 

practIce prevaIled from whIch we are not at liberty to deviate: 
" If any man think himself to be a prophet. or spiritual, let him acknow

ledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the 
Lord. Butifany man be ignorant,let him be ignorant."-l Cor. xiv. 37, 3S. 

Q.-Are we to confine our imitation to the New Testa
ment exclusive of the Mosaic economy 1 

A.-Such parts of the ordinances of that economy as were 
to be transferred to the christian dispensation were incorpo
rated with it by the inspired Apostles and are given to us in 
their writings. But as it was designed to answer a local ap.d 
temporary purpose, and was besides ulifitted for universal 
establishment, it is now abrogated. 2 Cor. iIi.-GaL iii. iv. 
-Reb. vii. viii. ix. x. 

Q.-May not civil rulers exact obedience in ecclesiastical 
cases where their commands do not clash w jth those of Christ ~ 

A.-If they might, they could introduce additions to 
christianity quite destroying its purity and simplicity, indeed 
most of the frivolities and superstitions of popery. The 
church is "the kingdom of heaven" in which any authority 
but that of Christ is a usurpation. To pay regard to snch 
authority is inconsistent with exclusive defe.rence to Christ, 
and at variance with the language and practIce of the Lord 
and his Apostles. . 

" And Jesus answerinG' saiel unto tbem. render to C",sa~ the thmgs that 
are Cresar's, and to Go/'the things that are G?d's."-1I1a.rk xii. 17. 

There is then a clashing with Chnst's cO.mmands '~he~e 
a.ny attempt is made by civil rulers to exerCIse aut~onty. m 
or over the'church; con~quently the case supposed m whIch 
it is alledged such exercise would be lawful cannot occur. 

Q.-Have churches themselves a warrant to alter their 
institutions 1 . 

A.-Certainly not, or the supreme and exclusive headshIp 
-A3 



THE STANDARD OF CHURCH ORDER. 

his clmrch's interests in important particulars, and seems in; 
consistent with the ample and {Jrecise directions given witll 
respect to the constitution of the Jewish church. It also op
ens a wide 0001' for fancy, pride and cupidity; for any and eve
ry invention by which pure Christianity may be muffled and 
shrouded. Besides this, 'we know that churches were ordered 
and superintended by inspired apostles, and whether their ar
rangements were directly appointed by revelation or sponta
llcously sprang out of the doctrinal & preceptive parts of Ji
"ine truth, they claim our imitation. As, too, Christ's church
es are appointed to be the homes of his people and dp.posita
ries of his glory,-ihe scenes of his operations and means of 
his converting grace, their order and regulations could not 
have been overlooked in the estabhshment of the evangelical 
,~isp(msation, when he repeatedly in person as well as con
stantly by his Spirit, directed their faith and practice. 

Q.-Is it not surprising that our Lord did not reveal his 
will on this matter in a plainer and more connected manner 1 

A.-We have no more reason to expect a systematic order 
in his instructions upon church government than in those up-
0:1 doctl'ine and duty in general. It is enough if by a diligent 
examination of his word and by prayer, we are able to attain 
the requisite knowledge of his will. 

Q.-Are we bound to imitate the practices which the 
Apostles sanctioned by their example as well as those which 
they enjoined in their writings 1 

A.-It is certain that their practices were conformable 
with their teachings, that they taught the same practices in 
the several churches, and that they considered those practices 
obligatory; 

" Timothy shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be 
in Christ, as I teach every where in every church."-I. Cor. iv- 17. 
<' So ordain I in all churches."-l Cor. vii. 17, 

Such customs as were lo~l or temporary, as in the case 
of Paul's YOW (Acts xviii. 18.) and the circumcision of Ti
mothy (Acts xvi. 1-3.) were not urged in all cases, and are 
declared by an apostolical decree not to be universally binding; 

"For it seemeth good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things."-Acts xv. 28. 

In other cases. the Apostles solemnly urged a strict adhe
rence to their injunctions and customs: 



THE STANDARD OF CHURCH ORDER. 5 
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<I;' Christ would be lost. His Apostles" spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." Since their time none have had 
either the inspired qualifications or the mi~aculous credentials 
which they possessed. Now, as 110 authority but one equal 
to that which makes a law can repeal it, we must recur con
stantly to the law and the testimony, "for if we speak DOt 

according to this word, it is because there is no light in us." 
h:li"ll viii. 20. 

" If any mall shall a<i<l unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues tlIat are written in this uook. And if any man shall take awuy 
frolll the words of the book of this propheey, God shall take away hi. 
':""'. out of the book of life. and out of the holy 'city, and from tbe 
;:"''::. which are written in tbis book."-Rev. xxii. 18,19. 

~'"gain, if Churches might add to Christ's appointments, 
wlICre would the additions end? If one circumstance might 
;')c: introduced, why not two, fifty, a thousand, even till his 
institutions were completely overlaid and destroyed by hu
lHan inventions? The Christian lawgiver knew all that 
-.H),lld be expedient for his churches; and human expediency 
i..; another name for caprice, taste and intrigue-it has been 
,1 1[- SOurce of all corruptions and was the murderer of the 
l.,rJ;'(;' 

Suw CmCtphas was he, which gave cOllnsel to the Jews, that it was 
"xl,c,liel1t that one man should die for the Feopl~."-John xviii. 14. 

,',Z.-Have we precise directions for every part of the 
] ,/'.ctic~s tllat obtain in true churches 1 
.• 1.-Certainly not; but what is necessarily and essentially 
_un·~,I'.':.·d in obeying a precept or imitating a practice, must 
i)e consiclered as inten~ionally included in it. Modes and 
manllers fluctuate, but principles 2.re permanent. Beyond 
"ViJat is appointed by Christ, no custom is binding on consci
'-~n(;l' or ought to be enforced upon any of his people. 

1,).-~YVhat then is the authority of churches respecting 
tilCir constItution and regulations? 

.J.-Simply an aUlh~rity to carry into effect wln.t the 
Sr:riptures enjoin. They have no legislative power, they 
"d," ('llJyadtLlinister existing la\ys. • 

., Ie tholl :il'[ up thy tool upon it, thou ha;t ("I:ut['<1 it. '-E:<odus :<;c. :!5. 

_ Q.-V,r auld the system of consulting the Bibb only in 
d1urch :natl,,;·o have a govLl tendency if universally observed 
:.lY ("hr>.ti:ll1.;? 
. -L-It ',1'01.1'..1 b~ a grand publtc testimony t,) Chritit's so-



• TH:\;; COMPOSITION OF CHURCHES 0 . \ 
. '~I 

verelg~ty. It wDuld (by bringing all churches tD one sla~d-' 
ard) brmg them nearly to uniformi~y. It would remove ma
ny causes of ~veakness nDW: existing in the Christian body. 
It would be likely (by makmg us what God requires us to 
h.e) to draw down the. enlarge~ ?peratiolls of the Holy Spi
TIt. It would be pultmg the vIsible church m order for the 
return of her Lord from the heavells. Then, 

" Be not ye called R"bbi :, for one is your Master, even Christ; {llld 

?ll ye are brethren: ~\Il.d call no man your father upon the earth: furona 
lS your Father whICh lS In heaven."-Matt. xxiii. e, 9 . 
. See also, Is. hi. S.-Jer. vi. 16.-J ohn, xvii. 20, 21. Ep. 
IV. 4,6. 

SECTION II. 

-000-

THE COMPOSITION OF CHL'RCHES. 

Ques.-How were the Apostolic churches constituted? 
Ans.-In the ]'~ew Testament the term "church" isapplicll 

generally tD ally assembly or congregation 01' collection ot 
leJple on one spot; a Christian church is such an assemLly 
of Christ's followers. The Christians or a district or prt'· 
,ince, or nation, were then called not a church but churclwo, 
as the churches of Asia, Galatia, Judea, and IIIacedoui'l. 

"The churches' of Macedonia." -2 Cor. viii. 1. "The churches 0 f 
Galatia.' -Gal. i.2: "The churches of God which inJ udam are in Chnst 
.Jesus."-l Thes. ii. 14. " Unto the seven churches which are in 
Asia; unlo Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thp;,tlfa, and unto Sardis, and unto l'hilaJeJphia, and unto 
Laodicea."-Rev. i. 11. 

Howsoever near one ;:W')th81' such societies might be, they COll

stituted distinct churches-as in the case of the churches at 
Corinth and at Cenchrea which was a suburb and sea-port to 
Corinth. 

"The church which is at Cenchrea."-Rom, xvi. 1. 
In no one instance is the word church aprlied, in the New 

Testament. to any community but l such local .assemblies, 
and the whole of Christ's people of all COl1ntnes and both 
worlcl~ \~ ho will hereafter be one a .. :s~mb!y in heayen. 
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$b,,11 be my sons and daughters, sailh the Lord Almighty.'·-:!. C .. r. vi. 
14-18. " rurge out therefore the old leavell, that ye may be 8 new lump. 
a'i ye are UTlh<tveTII_"(1. For even Chri<;t our Passover h sacrificed for lI'J : 
Thercfure let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the lefty
en of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of si"cerity 
and truth. I wrote unto you ill un epistle not to company with fornica
tors :"-1 Cor. ". 7-9. 

I n the best of societies there rna y be a Judas or a Diotrephes 
-but Ihis arises from the weakness of those who administer 
the system, not from the principle of the system itself. \V" 
are not hlameable if an enemy sows tares by night amongst 
our master's wheat, but we are if we wilfully or carelessly 
encourage him to do so; tares and wheat are to grow tJgethcl' 
in the field of the world, but not in the Kingdom of ChrISt. 

"The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the 
l<ingd om; but the tares are the children of the wicked one." -Matt. 
xiii. :3tO. 

Not to endeavour to exclude impenitent and carnal men is 
one thi;Jg-to be deceived and imposed upon is another. 

" And ye are puffed up, and have not rather monrned, that he that hath 
done thIS deed might he taken awny from among you. For what hav" I tu 
do to judge them also that are without'! do not ye, judge them that are 
within? But them that am without God judgeth. Therefore put away 
from among :Iourselves that wicked person."-l Cor. ,.2-13. 

"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. I have confidence in 
you through the Lord, that ye will be none other wise minded; but 
he that troubleth you shall bear his judgement whosoever he be. I 
would they were even cut off which trouble you. For, brethren, j'e 
have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occ~sion to 
the flesh, but by love serve one another."-Gal. v.,9-1,!. 

Q.-Is it not assuming a prerogative of judging others and a. 
power of sear~hing the heart to scrUlimze the professions of 
applicants for church-membership '! 

A,.-If it were we shauld still be bound to obey Christ by 
honest and decided attention to the spirituality of such appli
cants. But it is not liable to this objection. If a man requires 
a society of " saints" to -receive him as " a saint" it is re'1-
son able that they should have satisfactory evidence of his being 
what is required and professed. Such evidence may be found 
without an attempted examination of the heart-it is afforded 
in the views, language and conduct of a true christian. As 
men are naturally and generally ungodly, no one is to be 
presumed to be a believer till positive indications of the cir
cumstance are afforded. To be moral ana orthodox, and an 
attendant on worship is not sufficient tl2stimony of conversion 
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~nd hO:iness., T~e credible profession of repentance, faith, 
and l~~e to Crod, IS what every candidate for church-mem
bershlp should be prepared to exhibit. 

Q.-Is any term of church-membership beyond vital 
rcligion admissible? 

A.-What will admit to heaven may well admit to the 
churches. "Grace be with all that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity" should be the language of individuals and 
collecti ve believers, and 

"If a~~ man IO\'e not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Ma
ran-atha. -1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Theil' sanctity is the only recorded characteristic of the mem
bers of the pr~m~tive churches .. \Vhatever therefore may be 
the extent or Ilm!t of a man's attamments, ifhe is converted and 
godly he has a right tJ a place at (he Lord's table, and 
amongst the Lord's people,-should he subsequently refuse 
conformity with the scriptural regulations of churches, he will 
thus separate himself from them. 

Q.-Are these distinct christian congregations adapted for 
the preservation of pure doctrines and spiritual religion 1-

A.-\Vhat accords with the instJtutions of Christ and ;he 
practices of his apostles must be must comp::ttible with the 
preservation of real christianity. A society consisting of good 
men-considering" s::tints" only suited to be its member,s
entirely dependent npon their intelligence, zeal and holiness 
-having the power of admission, exclusion, and reformation 
within itself-electing its own officers, and being exempt from 
external control, seems more likely than any other body to 
" grow up into Christ." Its independence enables it to keep 
aloof from the heresies, coldness and dissensions of other 
churches. Such a system, too, is most favorable to the pro
pagation of the gospel-as a coml'lete church can be set up 
in a. missionary station as soon as two or t~ree meet t?ge!~er 
in Christ's name. Judging also from hIstory (whlch lS a 
public experience and memory ) this constiluti?n. of chu;c.hes 
is eminently conservative of the truths and spm! of r~llglon. 
For instance, in England soon after tl~e. Re~ormatlOn the 
Episcopal clergy generally became A.lITIll1lan III thell' due
trines and worldly in their spirit, wl~de almo,st ~very one (If 
the Presbyterian conO'regations sank wto .socJalllsm-on the 

• b lhh 'd 1'1 ,contrary, the Congl'egationa c urc es remame e\,3nge.lca 
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and preserved the truth and power of religion which from 
them burst forth in the last century within the English church 
through the Hev. John Newton (whose mother to whom un
der God he owed his religion, was a dissenter) and 1l'itl-uut 
that church through the Rev. G. Whilfield and the Rev. J. 
& C. Wesley, whose mother was the daugbter of Dr. Annesley 
a dissenting minister, and IVhose father also was bred a 
dissenter. 

Q.-May christian churches in their corporate character 
become parts of the legal arrangements of a State 1 

.11.-Were they to do so, Christ's Kingdom would" be at' 
this world," which he declares it not to be. 

"Jesus allswered. My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom 
wer,e of tbis world, then waul,] my servants fight. that I shouid not be de
livel'ed to tIle Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence."-John xviii. 
a6. "For the weapons of our wadare are not carnal. but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds."-2 Cor. A. 4. 

This alliance is entirely withuut scripture authority.not 
being mentioned by Christ as an advantage wanting in IJis 
own times, or to be obtained afterwards, and was predicted 
by the apostles as a great corruption. 

"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Je<l1<, 
Christ, and hy our gathering' together unto him, that ye be not 
soon shaken i" mind, or be troubled, neither by spll'it, nor by word, 
nor by letter fi'om us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no 
man deceiv0 you bv any means; for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition. Who opposeth and exalteth himself "bove all that 
is called God, or to that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is G Qd. Remember ye 
not, that, w hen I was yet wil h you, I told you these things? And 
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time. For the mysery of iniquity doth all'eaJy work; only he who 
)lOW letteth will let, until he bl taken out of the way. And then shall 
that Wicked be }'evealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of h:s mouth, and shall ciestroy with the brightness of his coming. 
Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan with all pow
er and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of un
righteousness in them that perish ;, becau~e they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie; That they 
,'k might be damned who believe not the truth, bl1t had pleasure in 
unr-;t;(lteousnesB. "-2 Thes. ii. 1-12. 

It is represented in the New Testament prophecies by the 
woman committing fornication with the kings of the earth
all nations are said to be "made drunk with the wine of her 
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fornication"-she "sitteth UPOQ many waters" and" the 
wat~rs are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues"
she I~ arra yed ~n the ·p~rple'. of power and the 'scarlet' of per
secutIOn-she IS deckea " with gold and precious stone~ and 
pearls, having a Folden cnp in her hand, full of abominations 
and filthiness of her fornications." 

" And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials 
and talked with me, saying unto me. Come hith'r; I will shew unte 
thee the judgement of the great whore that sitteth upon many walers:
'Vlth whom the kmgs of the earth have committed fornication, 
and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine 
of her fornication. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet 
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having-
11 golden cup in her hand full of abominations amI filthines5 of her 
fornication: And he saith unto me, the waters which thou sawest, 
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and natl(jllo, 
lind tongues."-Rev. xvii. 1,2,4,13. 

It inevitably prevents the separation of " the precioLls from 
the vile," and confounds the distinction between the church 
and the world, tn8 holy and the profane . 

.. Therefore thus saith the Lord, if thou take forth the preciollR 
from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth.'·-Jer. xv. 19. "Her 
priests have violated my law, they have profancd minc holy thmes . 
they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have 
they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and haw 
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them."
Ezek, xxii. 26. 

It deprives the people of God of the privilege and .hono r 
of choosing their own pastors and teachers.-It. sets aSide tlIp 
christian duty of tbose who are taLlght supportlllg those who 
teach, thus diminishing the zeal of the peopl? and raisin~ 
provision for public teachers by meal!S whICh the law r,t 
Christ utterly disowns. 

"Let him that teacheth in the word communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things."-G,,1. vi. 6. 

It prevents the movements 2f Ch.ul'ch~s without th~ can· 
currence of the civil powers, thus hlllJel'lng reformatIOns of 
evil, and retarding the progress of tl'Llth. By worldly. h.o
nours and emoluments it tempts ungodly men I.nto the ImUIS
try, and fosters amongst them in~olence and pnde, an~ he~co 
error, hypocrisy and world!y-m~nc1~d~ess. The SCIlptLlles 
often speak of princes servwg Chnst s ~ause, bu.! never of 
their ruling it; they al'e to be humble me~tal "~urslOg fathers
and nursing mothers," to "bow down wlth thell' face towards 

.R 
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the earthJ and lick up the dust of the feet" of the churcl:, 
and not to exercise their prerogatives as kings in Christ's pre
sencc. 

" And kings shal! be thy nursing fathers and their queens thy nurs
ing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with theirface towards the 
earth, and lick up the dust of thyfeet."-Isaiah xlix. 23. 

Thus of "their own proper good," their privatE' property 
Rnd persoml influcnce, they may cherish the heavenly church. 
To go to the f'tate for the Church's support is to " cast Zion's 
maintenance lipan her haters"-" to go to Egypt for help" 
-to say that the divine system is not equal to its proper ends. 
It is worthy of remark that even under the .. carnal" Jewish 
system in which the Levitical tribe gave up their share of the 
Holy Land to receive support from the remaining tribes, no 
compulsion was used to procure the tithes of the people.
Strict and minute as were the Mosaic laws not one of them 
provided a civil punishment for recusant tithe-payers. Ne
yer do we read of David or Solomon using a sword to en
force tbe payment of the Clergy. Altogether then it appears 
that the civil establishment of churches is unseriptural, en
slaving, dishonourable. 

SECTION III. 

-000-

CHURCH OFFICEl'tS. 

Ques.-What were the officers of'the Apostolical chur~ 
chC'~ ? 

.Ans.-They were of two orders; one called by the vari
ous names, .. bishop," "pastor," "teacher" &c. the othel' 
by the name "deacon." Paul in sending salutations to the 
church at Philippi mentions these two classes of officers and 
no other. 

"Paul and Timotheus the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the Bishops and 
Deacons."-Phil. i 1. 

Also in directing Timothy as to the essential qualifications 
of officers, he 3peaks at lengtr, of "bishop" 1 Tim. iii. 1, 7, 
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and of "deacons," 1 Tim. iii. 8-13. making no reference 
to any third class. 

Q.-Do we not read of other officers under the titles 
"apostles, prophets, evangelists." &c. 1 

A.-Of such parties we often read, but not as officers in 
any of the churches,-with regard to which we never read 01 
more official members than the two orders mentioned in the 
preceding question and answer. The" apostles," &c. are 
spoken of in connection with the general propagation of the 
gospel and not the organization of particular churches; they 
gathered men in from the world to be afterwards formed into 
churches, and raised up a regular and stated ministry under 
whom those churches were then placed. The establish men t 
of a new system, professing to be divine, required the agen
cyof men miraculously endowed and accredited. Such men 
were the "apostles, prophets, teachers," &c. who having 
answered the temporary purpose of giving models of chlll'ch 
order, establishing chGrches and appointing a ministry, totally 
and for ever ceased. This is Paul's explanation of their cha
racter in Ep. iv. 7-16: "he gave some apostles and some 
prophets and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting 
of the saints [or (or to) the work of the ministry, for (OT in 
order to) the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come 
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God unto a perfect man (or a completely arranged commu
nity) unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ" 
when 1he extraordinary and temporary agents were to cease. 

Q.-Who were the 'elders' and 'presbyters' in the first 
churches 1 

A.-The word presbyter means an elder or older person. 
The name was not applied to any single officer in a church, 
being assumed by apostles who were not church officers at 
all. 

"The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in 
the truth." -2 John 1. " The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder."-l Peter v. I-

So likewise it is applied to the bishops ~r pastors of chur
ches, as by Paul in Tit. i. 5-7, "for thIS cau.se left I thee 
in Crete that thou shouldst set in order the thlllgs that are 
wanted ~nd ordain elders," &c. "for a bishop must be 
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bla.mdess," &c. Indeed it is applied to the earlier and senior 
members in distinction from the younger. 

" Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as afather ; and the younger 
men as brethren." -1 Tim. v. 1-

The first fruits of the christian dispensation, the earlier 
converts, would generally be the senior and more influential 
members of the churches, and the source whence the officers 
would be taken. Hence the term "elders" would designate 
the church officers at large and the extraordinary ministers 
as "apostles" &c. without being descriptive of any single 
order of officers. Thus it does nut intimate that there was 
any third grade of church fulers, applying rather to the bi
shors and deacons in common, than to any parties distinct 
from them. Had there been such a third order, they would 
not have been omitted in such passages as Paul's saluta~ion 
to the church rulers at Philippi, Phil. i. 1. and in his account of 
thei, official quali{1cations, 1 Tim. iii. 1-13. 

Q.- W h::lt were the duties of "bishops" and" deacons"! 

A.-The former confined their attention to the spiritual 
clflice~; of the church, "the word of Gl)d and prayer;" and 
the latter superintended the "serving of tables," especially 
the table of the poor, Acts vi. 1-4. 

Q.-'Vhat rule have we respecting the number of persons 
in each class of officers in a church.2 

A.-No number is stated either in the directions of the 
'lpo'L,e:3 or in the histories of the churches. In tbe church 
at Jerusalem, for a length of time, there were no deacons. 
and yet the church was then complete. They were appoint
ed only when a necessity arose. "Ve frequently read of a 
;dllraLty both of bishops and deacons. 

Q.- \Vere there no officers or courts extraneous to the se
veral churches to which they were amenable 1 

"l.-There were not. Even the divinely commissioned & 
Andowed apostles avoided the exercise of government in the 
churches. When a wicked member of the Corinthian chur
ches was to be exscinded, that church itself had to perform 
the act. 

" wr.en ye are gathered together, and my spirit with the power of 
c)llr Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan."-l Cor. 
v. 4, ;), 
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When one had to be restored from ex<.:ommunication the 
church had to do it. ' , 

" Sufficient to such a man it; this punishment, whICh was inflicted 
of many. So that contrariwise y~ ought rather to forgive him uwl 
comfort him lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed wIth' over. 
much sorrow. "Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your 
love toward him." -:! Cor. ii. G-8. 

A. presbytery was the body of elders or officers within onE 
church or congregation as in 1 Tim. iv. l4.-Acts xx. 17. 01 
no diocesan bishops or synods, or conference do we ever read in 
the records of those better days of christianity, 2 Cor. i. 2-1. 

Q.-Of what character was the 'assembly conl'ened in Je 
rusalem to consider the matter referred to them by the church 
in Antioch, Acts XY. 1-29 .~ 

A.-It was totally unlike a council of church officers con· 
vened from various places, for no representatives of diffe· 
rent congregations were r-resent. It was a meeting of thE 
church in JerLIslllem to determine a question respecting whid 
its principles had been mischievously misrepresented at Anti· 
och. That question \\""S of importance because the churdl 
in Jerusalem contained several member5 who were possesseo 
of divine inspir:ltion. These inspired members gave in the 
church their decisions upon the principle, expressly assertinE 
that they spoke as agents of the Holy Ghost. 

"For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us." -Acts X\'. 28 

The appeal then was made not because the assembly" 
Jerusalem was a higher court than that at Antioch, but be· 
cause inspired men could there be consulted as to the point 01 
doctrine, and the church at large as to the pretensions of the 
disturbers at Antioch to be delegates from the church at Je 
rusalem. That assembly consisted of not a collective bor~", 
of ministers from various churches, but of "the apostl').; ane 
elders with the whole church," at JenlSCllcr,J, Acts XI', 22 
and t~ prevent the appearance of the Apostles "lording i 
over God's heritage" the whole church discussed the case,l .. ct~ 
xv. 7. the acquiescence of the whole chul'0h of Jerosa 
lem was obtained for the decision, Acts xv. U -:;2. and tha 
acquiescence was stated in tl" e wnttcn al'SWel' to the appeal 

" And they wrote 18tters by them o(tcr this m:mn2. j The apostb 
;J.nd elders and brethren," &c.-Acts Xy. 23, 

As therefore no ciHlrch or body of ministers has divine!) 
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inspired members, no such church or body can rightfull, 
pretend to an imitation of the transaction referred to. 

Q.-May there not then be combinations of christians anf 
{.'lllister" for common objects 1 

A.-Yes, as individual christians may (in addition to their 
duties in the churches) promote the cause of religion, so they 
may associate for this purpose. But all such "union~," 
.. associations" and "societies" must be extra-ecclesiastical, 
leaving the organization and proceedings (If the churches 
without restraint or modificatiun. Nothing should be taken 
:'1")111 the churches and nothing be added to them on account 
of such combinations, nor should any government be exer
cised by them. Thus they have nothing to do with the church 
constitution,-they are' altogether extra-eccleslUstical,separtll( 
:md distinct combinations of individual christians. 

Q.-Then there is a sense in which Episcopacy and Pre, 
bvteri:l11ism are admissible 1 

• A..-The government of churches by cIders is Presbyteri 
'lIliS111, but it is a Congregational Presbyterianism-ever 
presbytery being the officers of one church or congregati()r, 
As "bishops" or pastors are among these officers there is al 

episcopacy, but it is an epi5copacy not over ministers but ave 
,:10 Hock 

"Feed the flock of God which is among you,"-l Peter v, '2, 

An episcopacy not over a diocese but over one congregation 
Indeed in single congregations there were at first often a plu 
rality of bishops. 

Q.-Have the "elders" of churches, viz: "bishops ani 
deacons" absolute power :[) directing their affairs 1 

A.-Certainly not; even apostles when deacons had to br 
appointed f0rebore to selcct"them and called upon the peopl, 
to do so . 

.. \V:l.:n>i",ll"l?, brethren, look you out among you seven men of honest T! 

l',rt, lTd! of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint o\'er th 
;~.u,inc,',". And tbe saying pleased the whole multiturle; and they cho, 
~-;t,'pil"", a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Proch' 
:;.lts. ~tr,(l Nicanor, and Timon, and Parrnenas, and Nicolas a proselyte 
Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had pray' 
they iuiJ their hands on them."-Acts vi. 3-5, 6. 

In the reception of members the churches at large we: 
called to act, Rom. xiI'. 1. compared with Rom. i. 7. S 
also III deaEng with offenders, Gal. vi. 1, 2. compared wit: 
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Gal. i. 2-10; in excluding the wicked, 1 Cor. v. <1 5' and 
in restoring the penitent, 2 COl'. ii. 6-8. Even when'a p~rson 
was to be selected to travel with the Apostle Paul, the peJple 
at large made the selection . 

.. 'Vho was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this 
grace."-2 Cor. viii. 19. 

Q.-In what sense then are church officers "rulers"? 
A.-They are rulers because, like judges presiding in 

courts, they suggest proceedings, expound the law. and car
ry into effect the decisions. Ha'iing offices appointed by 
Christ and recognized by the people as rightful occupants of 
those offices, they have great weight and sanctity in the 
churches. The deliberations and resolutions of the mem
bers at large are means which they employ in carrying into 
effect Christ's will, as the verdict of the jury is part of the 
means employed by the judge who tries a cause in a court of 
law. 

Q.-Are there no "Arch-bishops," "Moderators" " Pre
sidents," or other general officers, over true and scriptural 
churches 1 

A.-·-""f ot a vestige of any such titles or ofIices appears in 
Christ's will-the charter or our christian constitution. On 
the contrary the apostles instead of exercising jurisdiction 
oyer the churches expressly called upon them to exercise 
that jurisdiction within themselves. They avowed that they 
would not employ any "dominion" in matters of faith, 2 
Cor. i. 2, 4. and notwithstanding the various degrees of en
dowment they possessed, and the variolls kinds of employ
ment in which they were engaged, in no instance did they at
tempt any ex'::rtion of pr8rog~tive or autho:ity. Thus they 
maintained the efjLlality established by ChrIst: "Ye know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them 
and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But 
it shall not be so among you." 

Q.-Is this close idenlity of ministers with their own chur
ches and their perfect independence of all external controul, 
serviceable to twe religion? 

A.-Very much so. It represses e.very tende~cJ:" to m~
nisterial ambition, whICh would find Wide scope WIthin clef!
cal bodies having rule over ~llmero.us chUJ:,chcs. It prevents 
that professional and exclUSive feellllg which naturally grows 
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up among classes baving distinctive interests and preroga
tives. It promotes a more close acquaintance and assimila
tion between pastors and their flocks. It excludes that servi
lityamong the people and that tyranny among ministers 
which prevail just in proportion as combinations of churches 
become wide. It diminii"hes the danger of sects and deno
minations conhacting selfish and limited views of political 
affhirs, und thus becoming con8tantly dangerous either to the 
government or the public. Thus it would be a corrective of 
those sad sources of discord which faetious religIOUS com
munities have raised in the natIOns of ELlrope and this Pro
vlOce. 

Q.--How are the officers of a church to be appointed? 
A.-The only instances of appointment recorded in the 

New Testament shew that the people selected and former 
officers appointed or ordained. The people chose the two 
disciples to be presented as candidates for the vacancy in the 
apostolic college, Acts i. 15,26. The people chose the seven 
deacons in Jerusalem, Acts vi. 1-6. Unless chr;stians thus 
actually selected their officers they could not obey the com
mands to "try the spirits whether they be of God," "beware 
of false prophets," "take heed what yo hear." "V hen the 
people had selected the individuals to hold office, the act of ap
pointment was formed by existing church rulers, Acts vi. 3-
6. 1 Tim. v. 22. Sometimes individLlals were called Ollt 
and ordained by churches [or special missions and itinemn
(;1''', 1 Tim. iv. 14. Acts xiii. 1-3. 

Q.-Is any particular ceremony obligatory in connection 
with the appointment of church officers? 

A.-The "laying on of hands" was a customary sign of 
authoritative appointment in the times of the apostles; It is as 
convenient as any other for us, and is therefore appropriate 
but not essential in OLlr ordination services. These services 
should always include prayer, and generally, if not always, 
fa~ting, Acts xiii. 3. 

Q.-Are deacons to minister in the word '1 
A.-As deacons they only have the charge of" serving 

tabies," of ministermg to widows and the poor,-but as they 
are christians as well as deacons they may promote the know
lege of Christ whenever opportunity is presented. When 
they do this they become evang~list3, Acts viii. 5 and xxi. 8. 
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-Anyone who. can preach the gospel may and should do 
so.-See Acts Xl. 19-21. and 1 Pet. ;v. 10, 11. 

"Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching 
the word."-Acts yiii.4. 

But within a church no one is entitled to minister but those 
who are apP?inted so to do by their brethren, Rom. xii, 6, 
8. 1 Cor. Xli. 28. 

Q.-What kind and degree of respect arc to be pllid tn 
church officers 1 
~.~" For their work's sake" they are to be held in high 

esllmatlOn, 1 Thes. v. 13 ; even good and efficient deacons 
are to have" a good degree" in tbe churches. In the dIS
charge of their duties in accordance with the will of Christ 
they are to" be obeyed" by their brethren, Heb. xii. 17. 

Q.-Does the requirement of the people's co-operation in 
the administration of church affairs tend to the advantage of 
religion 7 

A.-rt raises them from the undue depression under wbich 
they lie in churches pursuing an opposite course; it leads 
them constantly to consider and act upon the law of Christ 
bearing upon church afiairs; it trains them to habits of reci
procal submission and government, tbe exercise oftende]'IJes~ 
and fidelity; it promotes sympathy and love amongst tbe 
brethren; and brings into tbe service of cburches all the ex
perience wisdom and zeal oftbmr members. 

Q.-Is there not a danger of churcbes so regulated acting 
unkindly and unjustly to their ministers 1 

A.-It is not found tbat this is often the case. A minister 
being freely chosen by the people may be supposed to be 
suitable to them; then he has a principal influence ill admit
ting and excluding and expelling; be has the [ormation and 
directIOn of their views and feelings; tbeir reputation and 
comfort and prosperity depend much upon their deportment 
toward him; and he is responsible not to an indiVIdual orparty 
but to the whole body. "Vhen these considerations are con
nected with the fact that the church is a company of converted 
and holy men they forbid every apprehension of wrong to 
the ministers of Christ. Such churches have always been 
distinguished by tbeir cherishing a min!stry faithful .t~ the 
humbling trutbs orthe gospel and the requIrements of s~lfltual 
l·eligion. Again, if ministers may be III used by theIr COI1-



22 CHURCH DISCJPLIKE. 

gregations SO they might be by proud or jealous· diocesans, Or 

envious brother ministers. If too there is danger of a church 
wronging their pastor there is much greater probability of a 
single man behaving ill to his people. If they may unjustly 
rob him of his situation, so he may unjustly keep the pUlpit 
and rob them of their building. 

SECTION IV. 

-000-

CHURCH DISCIPLl"E. 

Qlles.-In what manner is a church to exercIse its 
functions 1 

Ans.-By a diligent and faithful application of New Tes
tament principles to every incident. No legislative power 
is given by the Sovereign of the church3s to any individual or 
society-every man is subject to Christ only in his religious 
afEurs, aU :nembers of a church are" brethren," and no per
son or body has authority to lay on a conscience a burden 
not imposed by Christ. Every member is bound by tbe law 
of love, by a regard to the doing of things "decently and in 
order," and by the cultivation of peace,to accord with the gen· 
eral wishes of his brethren unless a conscientious vIew of his 
duty prevents j but that is not a matter of conscience which 
Christ has not appointed, and however it may be recom
mended should not be enforced. 

Q.-Beside the hearing of the word and the performnnce 
of acts of christian devotion, what are the duties of the 
churches 1 

.i.-In their ecclesiastical capacity the members of a church 
have amongst themselves to perf0rm various acts of reciprocal 
oversight and sympathy-and collectively they have to main
tain discipline, reiating more particularly to the admission of 
members and the treatment o~ffences. 

Q.-In what manner should the meetings of churches be 
conducted 1 

A.-The honor dne to" elders" requires that they should 
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preside, "especially those who labour in the word and doc
trine."-l Tim. v. 17. The proceedino.s should always be 
conducted as acts of devotion and ser~ce to Christ, not as 
scenes of debate or discussion, being' founded on his warrant 
intimately connected with his glory, and by him especiall; 
()bserve~. Hence decency anJ order should be maintained, 
1 Cor. XlV. 40 i-meekness, Gal. vi. 1 j-and impartiality 
1 Tim. v. 21. • , 

Q.-Ought the attention of churches when convened ever 
to be directed to any other matter than what concerns religion'l 

A.-By no means j Christ should" be all and 111 all" and 
the saints should "know nothing but Christ Jesus and him 
crucified." 

Q.-Have we any scriptural directions as to the particular 
mode of receiving persons into fellowship 1 

A.-"Ve have not. All that is impera,ive is attention to 
the reality of religion in the person making applicatiun lest 
we" give the children's bread to dogs." In general, satis
faction may be obtained by the testimony of the pastor and 
some brethren.-Acts ix. 26-28. It is seldom found Eatis
factory to leave the decision of such cases to any individual, 
even the bishop j as the pamfulness of being kno\vn as the 
single objector is likely to induce a too easy compliance with 
many appiications, while a minister'sexplicit rejection ofappli
cants is likely to prevent thelr profiting by his public services. 
Hence it is desirable to let every case be brought before the 
assembled brethren. 

Q.-In what cases maya church take cognizance of the 
course of any of its members 1 

A.- \Vhenever by so doing it can promote their spiritual 
preservation or recovery or advancement-whenever one 
member has a complaint against another,-alld whenever the 
purity of the society seems to require that any individual's 
membership should be suspended. 

Q.-Is the object of church censures the punishment of 
offenders 1 ..-

A.-It is rather their reformation and recovery-1 Cor. v.5. 
"Brethren if a mun be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 

restore such ~n one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted."-Gal. vi. 1. 

And the preservation of their J;wdy as a company of saints. 
-1 Cor. v. 7. 
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Q.-Is a' church to take cogr.izance of all offences between 
brethren 1 

A.-When an olTender sincerely expresses to his brother 
repentance, his error should not be broulSht into the congre
gation; if he does not he must be brought then before them 
-they are then to direct him as to the satisfaction he owes his 
compiaining brother-and if he do not" hear the church" 
he is to be separated and t1 eated as one of the world. 

c< Moreover if thy hrother shall trespass ogainst thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. But ifhe will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. And ifhe shalI neglect to hear them 
tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. "-Mat. xviii. 15-17. 

Q.-Is not this assuming part of the functions of civil 
courts 1 

A.-" Brethren in Christ" are not allowed" to go to law" 
one with another.-1 Cor. vi. 1, 8. Should the appeal of the 
complainant and the medIators and the church be disregarded 
the offender, being rejected, ceases to be a brother and may 
be dealt with by the civil magistrate.-Matt. xviii. 15-17 . 

.. For what have I to do to judge them also that are without 'I do 
not ye judg-e them that are within ?"-1 Cor. v. 12. 

Q.-With what errors among its members maya church 
interfere 1 

A.-All violations of the Lord's win; as false doctrine, 
Tit. iii. 10 i-the engendering of divisions, Rom. x\'i. 17 ;
immorality of conduct-Ep. v. 11 ;-am} a departure from 
scriptural rules as to church procedure, 2 Thes. iii. 6. 

Q.-What censures are allowed by the scriptures in 
church proceedings 1 

A.-vVhen offenders cannot be reclaimed they are to be 
"cut off," Gal. v. 12; 1 Cor. v. 13. When there is hope of 
their being brought to shame and therlce restored, they may 
be temporarily suspended. 

"And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet 
count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother."-
2 Thes. iii. 14-15. 

When" rebuke" seems adapted to produ",e sufficient im
pression that must be employed. 

" This witness is true. 'Wherefore rebul,e them shnrply, that they 
may be Bound in the faith."-Tit. i. 13. 
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Q.-Are chl,1rch censures of serious importance 1 
. A.·-They ~re; ~or the cen~ure of a number of holy and 

lund men ~ctlDg with soIetumty-with the Bible in their 
~ands and after supplicating Christ's promised presence, is not 
likely to be erroneous. A sentence thus pronounced accord
rng to Christ's law IS ratified in heaven, so that a transgressor 
thus cast off is virtuaIIy delivered up to Satan.-l Cor v. 5. 
1 Tim i. 20. 

Q.-:May e:ltscinded members of churches be restored 1 
A.-Certainly; the penitent offender in the Corinthian 

church was restored under the apostle Paul's direction.-2 
Cor. ii. &-8. 

Q.-Are the cen'Sures of churches to be administered 
publicly or in private ~ 

A.-They would not be church cp.nsures in distinction 
from the admonitions' elf individual brethren if they Were not 
fYUbhc. In the ~ew Testament. discipline is described as be
ing exercised among~t the assembled brethren-2 Cor. ii. 6. 

"Them that sin rebuke before aH, that others also may feat."-
1 Tim. v. 20. 

Q.-Is it proper to bring cases involving circumstances of 
great delicacy befote so mixed an assemblage as a christian 
church ~ 
• A.-When such cases arise, it is easy for the church to 

commit the examination of the more delicate circumstances 
to competent brethren who call then report the general result 
CJf their enquiries~the decision of the whole being left to the 
~hurch at large. 
Q.~Do any serious consequences result from neglect of 

::-hurch discipline 1 
A.--"If a chllrch is !'lOt kept pure real christians will not join 

it, 1 Cor. v. 11 ; and those who already belong to it will separate 
themselves, Rev. xviIi. 4. At tIle same time the sinner is har
dened instead of being rescued; 1 Cor. v. 5. 

"Because even becaus'e they have seduced my people, soying, Peoce; 
~nd there w~s no peace; and onc built up a wall, nnd 10, others dall bed it 
with untempered mortar. Because with lies ye have made the heart of the 
righteous sad I whom I have nut made sad 1 a~d strengthened the han~., of 
the wicked, that he should not retnrn from hI" WIcked wny, by promlS1ng 
him life, Ezck. xiii. 10,22. 

The church too fails to maintain a full testimony for her 
Lord, lowers the standard of l'cligion, leaves an opening for 
the entrance of other wicked persons, and weakens her power 
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of l'efol'matioo, ana of preserving the trl1th and power. of rdigion ;-iT, 
.11Ort the" little leaven leaveneth tile' whole lump." By this r1te_~ns:) also 
sacr~.d ordinances, nre prostituted .. 

",Her prio,ts i)ave violq\ed lDyJaw, 3,Ild have profaned .mine holy:lhlDgs; 
they have put no difference bct\<cen the holy and profane, ne,ther 1a\'c they 
shewed dilfe renee between the' unclean ahd the clean; .md have hiil iheir eyes 
from.my sabbaths, and [ am profaned among them,?', Ezek.'xxii. 26. 

The" name of God is blasphemed,"~ Hom. ii. ,24. The JIply Spirit is 
gl'ieved and driven away, Rev. ii. 5'; and the ~£aih of God isdi'uwn d\lWIl, 

.. Did not Achan the son of "Zerahcdnlmit a treSpass'in tfie accurs0t1 t~ing-, 
and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? and that marl 'jierished 'rIOt 
alone in his iniquity." Joshua xxii. 20. .. For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and I1Iany sleep." 1 Cor. xi. 30. 
Q.~May a church so far omit discipline as to cease to be truly chri.tian7 
A.-Yes, this has at times occured. ," Because thou art, lukewarm ana 

neither hot nor cold, I will spne thee out of my mouth," Rev. iii. Ill. "'1 
know the blasphemy of them who say they arc Jews, but are not, but ·ar" 
the Synagogue of Satan." Rev. i1. 9.' ., 

Q.-vVhen a church thus ceases to b" truly christiiJ.'n what measures 
shuule! be taken regarding it? 

A.-Everyone of its members and more especially of i18 "e\ders" is 
bound to attempt itB re.toration to purity by a meek bul.firm and faithful 
exposition of the Lord's will on the' 'points In which it is corrupt, and' by 
prayer to Him who moves" among the'GoWen Ca:-tdlesticks." Should' 
such attempt. fail, then every man wno cares for his soul's welfa.lle, and his 
Lord's glory should" come out" of the body as a synagogue of Satan, Rev: 
iii. 9; that" he be not, a partaker of her sins & receive not of her plagues" 
while every spiritual church should avoid communion with one thus aban-
doned of the Lord and his Spirit: " 

"And I heard another voice from Heaven, gaying, come out of her, my 
l,eople, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of he~ 
plagues," Rev. xviii. 4. 

Q.-Ought we to be ready to suspect the commencement of corruption 
in the churches 7 ' i 

A.-The tendency of mankind to degeneracy is so great that constant 
vigilance is required for its prevention. In the times of the apostl,es o"e, 
.aid "the mystery of iniquity is already working," 2 Th. ii. 7.-ano\1]er 
that " even n010 are there many anti·Christg," 1 .John ii. 18-and a third, 
.. there shall be false teachers among you who privily shall bring in damria
ble hereSIes, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destru~tion. And many shall follow their pernicious ways 
hy reason of whom the way of truth shall be e"il spoken of and through 
co\,etousness," &c. 2 Pet. ii,I-3. "The wisdom that is;from abovE' is 
first pure and then peaceable," ancl if we "'ould save oUt' souls and thoso> ' 
of our households, we must" come out and be separate and touch not the 
unclean thing, an" God will receive us." 2 Cor. vi. 14-17. When the' 
Son of Man cometh will he find faith on the earth 1 Will he not find ma
J1)' of his people communing with the ungodly; "his servants eating and 
<li·jnking with the drunken?" "Let your loins be girJed ahout, and your' 
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord 
when he will return from the wedding." &c. Luke xii. 35,36. We should 
thereforp- "1'fO\'e (or test and try) nil things," and then" Iwldfast that' 
which is good." 1 Th. v. 21. 




