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SECTION'L. |
—000—

THE STANDARD OF CHURCH ORDER.

Qucs.—Is the particular form of & Church’s government
a matter of importance ¢

Ans.—The spirit and tendency of one system may be more
congenial with the principles of Christianity and the proper
character ofits disciples than others—machinery when wanted
should be so constructed as to answer the purposes for whicl.
itwas intended. If for instance, true religion involves a direct
reference to the authority of Christin all our opinions, feelings
and actions, that church organization is most apptopriate to it
which mest frequently calls upon the people individually to
consult Christ’s word, and most fully leaves them to act upoun
their ownviews thence derived. So also one system may be
superior to others in separating saints from the mass of the
world,—in giving conspicuousness to their profession,—in
developing and employing their energies—and in excludiny
an ungodly ministry. The question of form is thus mau:-
festly one of very great importance.

Q.—What appear to have been the influences which have
given rise to variety in the forms of church government?

A.—Sometimes a desire tofit the churches for incorporation
with civil institutions ;—at other umes a regard to the pro-
motion of particular political feelings ;—then again the in-
dulgence of clerical ambition,covetousness or indolence,—and
not unfrequently, a worldly jealousy and fear respecting the
independence and power of the Lord’s people.

Q.—Does it appear that any individual system of churcl:
order is of scriptural authority '
" A.—The opposite opinion disparages the sufficiency of
Christ’s word by which we “ may be thoroughly furnished for
every good word and work,” imputes to himself a neglect of
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4 THE STANDARD OF CHURCH ORDER.

his chiurch’s interests in important particulars, and seems in:
consistent with the ample and precise directions given with
respect to the constitution of the Jewish church. It also op-
ens a wide door for fancy, pride and cupidity ; for any and eve-
ry invention by which pure Christianity may be muffled and
shrouded. Besides this, we know that churches were ordered
and superintended by inspired apostles, and whether their ar-
rangements were directly appointed by revelation or sponta-
neously sprang out of the doctrinal & preceptive parts of di-
vine truth, they claim our imitation.  As, too, Christ’s church-
3 arve appointed to be the homes of his people and deposita-
ries of his glory,—the scenes of his operations and means of
his converting grace, their order and regulations could not
have been overlooked in the establishment of the evangelical
dispensation, when he repeatedly in person as well as con-
stantly by his Spirit, directed their faith and practice.

Q.—Is it not surprising that our Lord did not reveal his
will on this matter in a plainer and more connected manuer ?

A.—We have no more reason to expect a systematic order
in his instructions upon church government than in those up-
on doctrine and duty in general. It is enough if by a diligent
examination of his word and by prayer, we are able to attain
the requisite knowledge of his will.

@.—Are we bound to imitate the practices which the
Apostles sanctioned by their example as well as those which
they enjoined in their writings ¢

A.—It is certain that their practices were conformable
with their teachings, that they taught the same practices in
the several churches, and that they considered those practices
obligatory;
¢ Timothy shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be
in Christ, as T teach every where in every church.”’—1. Cor. iv- 17.
¢ So ordain I in all churches.”’—1 Cor. vii. 17.

Such customs as were local or temporary, as in the case
of Paul’s vow (Acts xviii. 18.) and the circumeision of Ti-
mothy (Acts xvi, 1—3.) were not urged in all cases, and are
declared by an apostolical decree not to be universally binding;

“For it scemeth good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you
no greater burden than these necessary things.”—Acts xv. 28.

In other cases, the Apostles solemnly urged a strict adhe-
rence to their injunctions and customs :
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“ Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have
been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.”—2 Thes. ii. 15.
They commended a conformity to their practice:
“ Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and
keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.”’—1 Cor. xi. 2.
And they_strong]y condemned the introductioneven of small
changes without their authority:

*1f any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, [as wo-

men praying with uncovered headsT neither the churchesof God.”-—1 Cor.
xi. 16

Hence it appears that “at the beginning” one general
practice prevailed from which we are not at liberty to deviate:

¢ 1f any man think himself tobe a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknow-
ledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the
Lord. Butif any man be ignorant,let him be ignorant.”’—1 Cor. xiv. 37, 38.

Q.—Are we to confine our imitation to the New Testa-
ment exclusive of the Mosaic economy !

A.—Such parts of the ordinances of that economy as were
to be transferred to the christian dispensation were incorpo-
rated with it by the inspired Apostles and are given to us in
their writings. But as it was designed to answer a local ard
temporary purpose, and was besides unfitted for universal
establishment, 1t is now abrogated. 2 Cor. ii.—Gal. iil. iv.
~—Heb. vii. viii. ix. x.

Q.—May not civil rulers exact obedience in ecelesiastical
cases where their commands do not clash withthose of Christ ¢

A.—If they might, they could introduce additions to
christianity quite destroying its purity and simplicity, indeed
most of the frivolities and supersutions of popery. The
church is “the kingdom of heaven” in which any authority
but that of Christ 1s a usurpation. To pay regard to such
authority is inconsistent with exclusive deference to Christ,
and at variance with the language and practice of the Lord
and his Apostles. i

“ And Jesus answering said unto them, render to Cesar the things that
are Cewsar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”"—Mark xii. 17.

There is then a clashing with Christ’s commands “.'hex_'e
any attempt is made by civil rulers to exercise authority in
or over the church ; consequently the case supposed in which
it is alledged such exercise would be lawful cannot occur.

Q.—Have churches themselves a warrant to alter their
institutions ? . .

A.—~Certainly not, or the supreme and exclusive headship

-A3
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of Christ would be lost. His Apostles “ spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.”  Since their time none have had
cither the inspired qualifications or the miraculous credentials
which they possessed. Now, as no authonty but one equal
to that which makes a law can repeal it, we must recur con-
stantly to the law and the testimony, “ for if we spe‘tk noc
“accor dmg to this word, itis because thereis nolight in us’
Isajule vai 20.

“ If any man shall 24d unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book. And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
X out of the book of life, and out of the holy wity, and from the
which are written in this book.”—Rev. xxii. 18, 19.

Agam, if Churches might add to Christ’s appointments,
where would the additions end ?  If one circumstance might
h# introduced, why not two, fifty, a thousand, even ull his
Institutions were completely overlaid and destroyed by hu-
uan inventions?  The Christian lawgiver knew all that
“vould be expedient for his churches ; and human expediency
13 another name for caprice, taste and intrigne—it has been
the spurce of all corruptions and was the murderer of the
IJ(‘ I,..
Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was
ex}.elient that one man should die for the people.”’—John xviii. 14.
~d—Have we precise directions for every part of the
r.clices that obtain in true churches %
A —C‘erramly not; but what is necessarily and essentially
wmvolved in obeying a precept or imitaiing a practice, must
be considered as 1nteniionally included in it. Modes and
manners fluctuate, but principles are permanent. Beyond
What is appointed by Christ, no custom is binding on consci-
srce or ought to be enforced upon any of his people.

12— What then is the authority of churches respecting
their constitution and regulations ?

A ——Elmply an authonty to carry into effect what the
Se rxptuws enjoin. J‘hey have no legislative power, they
can only adiinister existing laws. »

I thou litt up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it, '—Exodus xx. 25.

Q—Would the system of consulting the Bible only in
church :natters have a goud tendency i universally observed
Dy christians ?

<b—TIt would be a grand public testimony to Christ’s so
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vereignty. It would (by bringing all churches to one stand-
ard) bring them nearly to uniformity. It would remove ma-
ny causes of weakness now existing 1in the Christian body.
It would be likely (by making us what God requires us 1o
be) to draw down the enlarged operations of the Holy Spi-
rit. It would be putting the visible church 1n order for the
return of her Lord from the heavens. Then,

“ Benotye called Rabbi : for one is your Master, even Christ; and
all ye are brethren.  And call no man your father upon the earth: furone
is your Father which is in heaven.”—Matt. xxiii. &, 9.

See also, Is. li. 8.—Jer. vi. 16.—John, xvii. 20, 21. Ep.
iv. 4, 6.

SECTION 1L
»  —000— .
THE COMPOSITION OF CHURCHES.

Ques.—How were the Apostolic churches constituted %

Ans.—In the New Testament the term ““church’ isapplied
generally to any assembly or congregation or collection of
Je)ple on one spot; a Christian church is such an assembly
of Christ’s followers. The Christians of a district or pro-
\inee, or nation, were then called not a churchbut chu.rches,
as the churches of Asia, Galatia, Judea, and bMacedonia.

“‘The churches of Macedonia.””—2 Cor. viii, 1.« The chl'lrc}{gs of
Galatia.'—Gal. i.2. ¢“The churches of God which inJud®a are in Christ
Jesus.”’—1 Thes. ii. 14. ¢ Unto the seven churches which are in
Asia ; unio Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pgrgamos, and
unto Thyzitlra, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unte

Laodicea,”—Rev. i. 11.

Howscever near one andther such societies might be,they con-
stituted distinct churches—as in the case of the churches at
Corinth and at Cenchrea which was a suburb and sea-port to
Corinth. ’ _

““The charch which is at Cenchrea.”’—Rom. xvi. 1. . .

In no one instance is the word church applied, in the New
Testament. to any community but, such local .assembhes,
and the whole of Christ’s people of all countries and both
worlds who will hereafter be one asscmbly in heaven. -
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shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”—2. Cor. vi.
14—18. * Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be » new lump,
as ye are unleavencd. For even Christ our Passover i3 sacrificed for us:
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leav-
en of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth. 1 wrote unto you in an epistle not to  company with fornica-
tors :"'—1 Cor. v. 7—9. i

In the best of societies there may be a Judas or a Diotrephes
—but his arises from the weakness of those who administer
the system, not {rom the principle of the system itsell. We
are not blameable if an enemy sows tares by night amongst
our master’s wheat, but we are if we wilfully or carelessly
encourage him to doso ; tares and wheat are to grow together
in the field of the world, but not in the Kingdom of Christ.

¢ The field is the world ; the good seed are the children of the
kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked one.” —Matt,
xiii. 38.

Not to endeavour to exclude impenitent and carnal men is
one thing—to be deceived and imposed upon is another.

¢ And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath
done this deed might be taken away from among you. For what have I to
do to judge them also that are without? do not ye. judge them that are
within 7 But them that are without God judgeth.  Therefore put away
from among yourselves that wicked person.”—1 Cor. v. 2—13. .

<t A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. I have confidence in
you through the Lord, that ye will be none other wise minded ; but
he that troubleth you shall bear his judgement whosoever he be. I
would they were even cut off which trouble you. For, brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty ; only use not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one another.”’—Gal. v. 2—12.

Q.—Is it not assuming a prevogative of judging othersanda
powcr of searching the heart to scrutinize the professions of
applicants for church-membership ?

A.—If it were we should still be bound to obey Christ by
honest and decided attention to the spirituality of such appli-
cants. But it is not liable to this objection. If a man requires
a soclety of ¢ saints’ to receive him as ¢ a saint” it is rea-
sonable thatthey should have satisfactory evidence of his being
what isrequired and professed. Suchevidence may be found
without an attempted examination of the heart—it is afforded
in the views, language and conduct of a true christian. As
men are naturally and generally ungodly, no one is to be
presumed to be a believer till positive indications of the cir~
cumstance are afforded. To be moral and orthodox, and an
attendant on worship is not sufficient testimony of conversion
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and holiness. The credible profession of repentance, faith,
and love to God, is what every candidate for church-mem-
bership should be prepared to exhibit.

Q—Is any term of church-membership beyond vital
religion admissible ?

A.—What will admit to heaven may well admit to the
churches. ““Grace be with all that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity™ should be the language of individuals and
collective believers, and

#If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Ma-
ran-atha.”’—1 Cor. xvi. 22.

Their sanctity isthe only recorded characteristicof the mem-
bers of the primitive churches. Whatever therefore may be
the extent or limit of a man’s attainments, 1f he isconverted and
godly he has a right to a place at the Lord’s table, and
amongst the Lord’s people,—should he subsequently refluse
conformity with the scriptural regulations of churches, he will
thus separate himsell from them.

Q.—Are these distinct christian congregations adapted for
the preservation of pure doctrines and spiritual religion 2

A.—What accords with the institutions of Christand ihe
practices of his apostles must be most compatible with the
preservation of real christianity. A society consisting of good
men—considering ¢ saints™ only suited to be its membe.r,s—
entirely dependentupon their intelligence, zeal and ho]mgss
—having the power of admission, exclusion, and reformation
within itself—electing its own officers, and beingexempt from
external control, seems more likely than any other body to
“ grow up into Christ.”’ Its independence enables it to keep
aloof from the heresies, coldness and dissensions of other
churches. Such a system, too, is most favorable to the pro-
pagation of the gospel—as a complete church can be set up
in a missionary station as soon as {wo or three meet together
in Christ’s name.  Judging also from history (which is a
public experience and memory) this constitution of churches
is eminently conservative of the truths and spirit of religion.
For instance, in England soon after tlr}e. Reformatlonlthe
Episcopal clergy generally became Aiminian 1n therr (u(‘%
trines and worldly in their spirit, wl?lle almqste_very one o
the Presbyterian congregations sank into -Soglamsm—on'.the]
_contrary, the Congregational churches remained evangelica
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and preserved the truth and power of religion which from
them burst forth in the last century within the English church
through the Rev. John Newton (whose mother to whom un-
der God he owed his religion, was a dissenter) and wit/vut
that church through the Rev. G. Whitfield and the Rev. J.
& C.Wesley, whose mother was the daughter of Dr. Annesley
a dissenting minister, and whose father also was bred a
dissenter.

Q.—May christian churches in their corporate character
become parts of the legal arrangements of a State ?

A.—Were they to do so, Christ’s Kingdom would ¢be of
this world,”” which he dcclares it not to be.

¢ Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my servants fight. that I shouid not be de-
livered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not from hence.”’—John xviii.
36. * For the weapons of our warfare are rot carnul, but mighty throagh
God to the pulling down of strong holds.”"—2 Cor. . 4.

This alliance is entirely without scripture authority.not
being mentioned by Christ as an advantage wanting in Lis
own times, or to be obtained afterwards, and was predicted
by the apostles as a great corruption.

¢ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jeeu«
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,
nor by letter from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no
man deceive you bvany means ; for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdicion. Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that
is called God, or to that is worshipped : sothat he as God sitteth in
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Remember ye
not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? And
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in
his time. For the mysery of iniquity doth alrealy work ; only he who
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. Aud then shall
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of h's mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.
Even him whose coming is after the working of' Satan with all pow-
er and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish ; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they should believe & lie: That they
s might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrig;liteousness. ' —2 Thes. ii. 1—12.

Itis represented in the New Testament prophecies by the
woman committing fornication with the kings of the earth—
all nations are said to be *“made drunk with the wine of her
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fornication’ —she ¢ sitteth upoa many waters” and ¢the
waters are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues”—
she is arrayed in the ‘purple’ of power and the ‘scarlet’ of per-
secution—she is decked ¢ with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a polden cup in her hand, full of abominations
and filthiness of her fornications.”

¢¢ And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials
and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hithor; I will shew unte
thee the judgement of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: —
With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and the inhabitants of” the earth have been made drunk with the wine
of her fornication. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having
a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication : And he saith unto me, the waters which thon sawest,
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and natione,
and tongues.” —Rev. xvil. 1, 2, 4, 15.

1t inevitably prevents the separation of ¢ the precious from
the vile,”” and confounds the distinction between the church
and the world, the holy and the profane.

s Therefore thus saith the Lord, if thou take forth the precious
from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth.”’—Jer. xv. 19. ¢ Her
priests have violated my law, they have profaned mine holy thines .
they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have
they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and h’;}vc
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.”” —
Ezek, xxii. 206.

It deprives the people of God of the privilege and honor
of choosing their own pastors and teachers.—It sets aside the
christian duty of those who are taught supporting those who
teach, thus diminishing the zeal of the people and raising
provision for public teachers by means which the law of
Christ utterly disowns. .

et him that teacheth in the word communicate unto him that
teacheth in all good things.”’—Gal. vi. 6. '

It prevents the movements of Churches without the con-
currence of the civil powers, thus hindering reformations of
evil, and retarding the progress of truth. By wozldly ho-
nours and emoluments it tempts ungodly men into the minis-
try, and fosters amongst them indolence and pride, and hence
error, hypocrisy and WOl.ld]y-mmdf:dPess. The Scuptme?_
often speak of princes serving Christ’s cause, but nefve; o
their ruling it; they are to be humble memal N r}ur{smg{oz‘:fg:
and nursing mothers,” to ¢t bow down with their face ar

B
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the earth, and lick up the dust of the feet” of the churcr,
and not to exercise their prerogatives as kings in Christ’s pre-
sence.

¢« And kings shall be thy nursing fathers and their queens thy nurs-
ing mothers : they shall bow down to thee with theirface towards the
earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet.”’ —Isaiah xlix. 23.

Thus of *¢ their own proper good,” their private property
and personal influence, they may cherish the heavenly church.
To go tothe state for the Church’s support is to “¢ east Zion’s
maintenance upon her haters”—¢ to go to Egypt for help”
—tosay that the divine system is not equal to its proper ends.
It is worthy of remark that even under the ¢ carnal” Jewish
system in which the Levitical tribe gave up their share of the
Holy Land to receive support from the remaining tribes, no
compulsion was used to procure the tithes of the people.—
Strict and minute as were the Mosaic laws ndt one of them
provided a civil punishment for recusant tithe-payers. Ne-
ver do we read of David or Solomon using a sword to en-
force the payment of the Clergy. Altogether then it appears
that the civil establishment of churehes is unseriptural, en-
slaving, dishonourable.

SECTION III.
-—000-——
CHURCH OFFICERS.

Ques.—What were the officers of ‘the Apostolical chur-
ches?

Ans.—They were of two orders ; one called by the vari-
ous names, ° bishop,”” ¢ pastor,” ¢ teacher’” &c. the other
by the name ¢¢deacon.”” = Paul in sending salutations to the
church at Philippi mentions these two classes of officers and
no other.

“Paul and Timotheus the servants of Jesus Christ, to &ll the

saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the Bishops and
Deacons.”—Phil. 1 1.

Also in directing Timothy as to the essential qualifications
of officers, he speaks at lengtis of ¢ bishop®” 1 Tim. iiL 1, 7,
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and of ¢ deacons,” 1 Tim. iii. 813, making no reference
to any third class.

Q.—Do we not read of other officers under the titles
¢ apostles, prophets, evangelists,” &ec. ?

A.—Of such parties we often read, but not as offcers in
any of the churches,—with regard to which we never read of
more official members than the two orders mentioned in the
preceding question and answer. The ¢ apostles,’” &c. are
spoken of in connection with the general propagation of the
gospel and not the organization of particular churches ; they
gathered men in from the world to be afterwards formed into
churches, and raised up a regular and stated ministry under
whom those churches were then placed. The establishment
of a new system, professing to be divine, required the agen-
cy of men miraculously endowed and accredited. Such men
were the ¢ apostles, prophets, teachers,” &ec. who having
answered the temporary purpose of giving models of church
order, establishing churches and appointing a ministry, totally
and for ever ceased. This is Paul’s explanation of their cha-
racter in Ep. iv. 7—16 : ¢he gave some apostles and some
prophets and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecthg
of the saints for (or to) the work of the ministry, for (ovin
order to) the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all eome
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God unto a perfect man (or a completely arranged commu~
nity ) unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ
when the extraordinary and temporary agents were to cease.

Q.—Who were the ‘elders’ and ‘presbyters’ in the first
churches ?

A.—The word presbyter means an elder or older person.
The name was not applied to any single officer in a church,
being assumed by apostles who were not church officers at
3-“‘-‘ The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in
the truth.””—2 John 1. ¢ The elders which are among youl exhort,
who am also an elder’’—1 Peter v. 1.

So likewise it is applied to the bishops or pastors of chur-
ches, as by Paul in Tit. &. 5—7, ¢ for this cause left I the‘e
in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order the tl.nngs that are
wanted and ordain elders,” &ec. ¢ for a bishop must be
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blameless,” &c. Indeed it is applied to the earlier and senior
members in distinction from the younger.

«¢ Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as afather ; and the younger
men as brethren.”’—1 Tim. v. 1.

The first fruits of the christian dispensation, the earlier
converts, would generally be the senior and more influential
members of the churches, and the source whence the officers
would be taken. Hence the term ¢ elders” would designate
the church officers at large and the extraordinary ministers
as ¢ apostles” &c. without being descriptive of any single
order of officers. 'Thus it does not intimate that there was
any third grade of church rulers, applying rather to the bi-
shops and deacons in common, than to any parties distinct
trom them. Had there been such a third order, they would
not have been omiited in such passages as Paul’s salutation
to the church rulers at Philippi, Phil.i. 1. and in his account of
their official qualifications, 1 Tim. iii. 1—18.

&.—\What were the duties of “Dbishops’ and ¢ deacons

A.—The former confined their attention to the spiritual
oftices of the church, ¢ the word of God and prayer;” and
the latter superintended the ¢ serving of tables,” especially
the table of the poor, Acts vi. 1—4.

. —What rule have we respecting the number of persons
in ea<h class of officers in a church ?

A.—No number is stated either in the directions of the
aposiies or in the histories of the churches. In the church
at Jerusalem, for a length of time, there were no deacons,
and yet the church was then complete. They were appoint-
ed only when a necessity arose. We frequently read of a
plurality both of bishops and deacons.

@Q.— Were there no officers or courts extraneous to the se-
veral churches to which they were amenable ?

A.—There were not. Even the divinely commissioned &
endowed apostles avoided the exercise of government in the
churches. When a wicked member of the Corinthian chur-
ches was to be exscinded, that church itsell’ had to perform
the act.

¢ When ye are gathered together, and my spirit with the power of
*)ur‘ Lyord Jesus Christ, to dehver such an one unto Satan.””—1 Cor.
V. oary o

b
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When one had.to be restored from excommunication, the
church had to do it. .

¢t Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted
of many. So that contrariwise y2 ought rather to forgive him, aud
com{ort him lest“ll)}elrhaps such a one should be swallowed with over-
much sorrow. eretore I beseech you that ye would confi :
love toward him.”’—2 Cor. ii. G—8. y 7 onrm your

A presbytery was the body of elders or officers within one
church or congregation as in 1 Tim. iv. 14.—Acts xx. 17. Of
no diocesan bishops or synods, or conference do we ever read in
the records of those better days of christianity, 2 Cor, i. 24.

Q.—Of what character was the assembly convened in Je-
rusalem to consider the matter referred to them by the church
in Antioch, Acts xv.1—29?

A.—1Tt was totally unlike a council of church officers con-
vened from various places, for no representatives of diffe-
rent congregations were present. It was a meeting of the
church in Jerusalem to determine a question respecting whicl
its principles had been mischievously misrepresented at Anti-
och. That question was of importance because the church
in Jerusalem contained several members who were possessed
of divine inspiration. These inspired members gave in the
church their decisions upon the principle, expressly asserting
that they spoke as agents of the Holy Ghost. )

¢For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.”’ —Acts xv. 28

The appeal then was made not because the assembly »:
Jerusalem was a higher court than that at Antioch, but be-
cause inspired men could there be consulted as to the point ol
doctrine, and the church at large as to the pretensions of the
disturbers at Antioch to be delegates from the church at Je.
rusalem. That assembly consisted of not a collective bocs
of ministers from various churches, but of ¢ the apostles anc
elders, with the whole church,” at Jerusalers, Acts xv. 22
and to prevent the appearance of the Apostles ¢“lording i
over God’s heritage” the whole church discussed the case, Acts
xv.7. the acquiescence of the whole church of Jerusa
lem was ohtained for the decision, Acts xv. 12 =22, and tha
acquiescence was stated in te wmtlen avswer to the appeal

<t And they wrote latters by them after this manner; The apostlz:
and elders and brethren,”’ &c.—Acts xv. 23.

As therefore no church or body of ministers has diviael;
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inspired members, no such church or body can rightfull
pretend to an imitation of the transaction referred to.

@Q.—May there not then be combinations of christians an¢
srinisters for common objects 1
A.—Yes, as individual christians may (in addition to their
duties in the churches) promote the cause of religion, so they
may associate for this purpose. But all such *¢unions,”
¢ agsociations” and ¢ societies’” must be extra-ecclesiastical,
leaving the- organization and proceedings of the churches
without restraint or modification. Nothing should be taken
from the churches and nothing be added to them on account
of such combinations, nor should any government be exer-
" cised by them. Thus they have nothing to do with the church
constitution,—they are'altogether extra-ecclesiastical,separatc
and distinct combinations of individual christians.

&.—Then there is a sense in which Episcopacy and Pres
byterianism are admissible ? _

A.—The government of churches by elders is Presbyteri
anisin, hut 1t is a Congregational Presbyterianism—ever
presbytery being the officers of one church or congregation
As ¢t bishops™ or pastors are among these officers there isat
episcopacy, but it is an episcopacy not over ministers but ove
the {lock

¢¢Feed the flock of God whichis among you.”—1 Peter v. 2.

An episcopacy not over a diocese but over one congregation.
indeed in single congregations there were at first often a plu
rality of bishops.

Q.—Have the ¢ elders” of churches, viz : ¢ bishops an
deacons” absolute power ‘n directing their affairs ?

A.—Certainly not; even apostles when deacons had to bc
appointed forebore to select them and called upon the peopl
to do so.

# Wharetore, brethren, look you out among you seven men of honest r.
port, tnll of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over th
husiness.  And the saying pleased the whole multitude; and they cho
stephion, a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prock:’
yus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte
Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had pray:
they laid their hands on them.”’—Acts vi. 3—5, 6.

In the reception of members the churches at large w
calicd to act, Rom. xiv. 1. compared with Rom. i. 7.
also in dealing with offenders, Gal. vi. 1, 2. compared wit

(o
S
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Gal. 1. 2.—-10 3 in excluding the wicked, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5 ; and
in restoring the penitent, 2 Cor. ii. 6—8. Even when a person
was to be selected to travel with the Apostle Paul, the people
at large made the selection.

**Who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this
grace.”’—2 Cor. viii. 19.

Q.—In what sense then are church officers ¢ rulers’ ?

A.—They are rulers because, like judges presiding in
courts, they suggest proceedings, expound the law, and cat-
ry into effect the decisions. Having offices appointed by
Christ and recognized by the people as rightful occupants of
those offices, they have great weight and sanctity in the
churches. The deliberations and resolutions of the mem-
bers at large are means which they employ in carrying into
effect Christ’s will, as the verdict of the jury is part of the
means employed by the judge who triesa cause in a court of
law.

Q.—Are there no ¢ Arch-bishops,”” ¢« Moderators” ¢ Pre-
sidents,” or other general officers, over true and scriptaral
churches ?

A.—Not a vestige of any such titles or oflices appearsin
Christ’s will—the charter of our christian constitution. On
the contrary the apostles instead of exercising jurisdiction
over the churches expressly called upon them to exercise
that jurisdiction within themselves. They avowed that they
would not employ any «« dominion’ in matters of faith, 2
Cor. i. 2, 4. and notwithstanding the various degrees of en-
dowment they possessed, and the various kinds of employ-
ment in which they were engaged, in no instance did they at-
tempt any exsrtion of prerogative or authority. Thus they
maintained the equality established by Christ: ¢ Ye know
that the princes of the Geatiles exercise dominion over them
and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But
it shall ot be so among you.”

Q.—Is this close identity of ministers with their own chur-
ches and their perfect independence of all external controul,
serviceable to true religion ? )

A.—~Very much so. It represses every tendency to mi-
nisterial ambition, which would find wide scope within cleri-
cal bodies having rule over numerous ChUI"ChCS. It prevents
that professional and exclusive feeling which naturally grows
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up among classes having distinctive interests and preroga-
tives. It promotes a more close acquaintance and assimila-
tion between pastors and their flocks. It excludes that servi-
lity among the people and that tyranny among ministers
which prevail just in proportion as combinations of churches
become wide. It diminishes the danger of sects and deno-
minations contracting selfish and limited views of political
affairs, and thus becoming constantly dangerous either to the
government or the public. Thus it would be a corrective of
those sad sources of discord which factious religious com-
munities have raised in the nations of Kurope and this Pro-
vince.

Q.——How arve the officers of a church to be appointed ?

A.—The only instances of appointment recorded in the
New Testament shew that the people selected and former
officers appointed or ordained. The people chose the two
disciples to be presented as candidates for the vacancy in the
apostolic college, Acts i. 15,26. The people chose the seven
deacons in Jerusalem, Acts vi. 1—6. Unless christians thus
actually selected their officers they could not obey the com-
mands to ¢‘try the spirits whether they be of God,” ¢ beware
of false prophets,” ¢ take heed what yc hear,”” When the
people had selected the individuals to hold office, the act of ap-
pointment was formed by existing church rulers, Acts vi. 3—
6. 1 Tim. v. 22, Sometimes individuals were called out
and ordained by churches for special missions and itineran-
cies, 1 Tim. iv. 14, Acts xiil. 1—3.

Q.—Is any particular cercmony obligatory in connection
with the appointment of church officers?

A.—The ““laying on of hands” was a customary sign of
authoritative appointment in the times of the apostles ; 1t is as
convenient as any other for us, and is therelore appropriate
but not essential in our ordination services. These services
should always include prayer, and generally, if not always,
fasting, Acts xiil. 3.

Q.—Are deacons to minister in the word ?

A.—As deacons they only have the charge of “serving
tabies,”” of ministering to widows and the poor,—but as they
are christians as well as deacons they may promote the know-
lege of Christ whenever opportunity is presented. ~When
they do this they become evangelists, Acts viil. 5 and xxi. 8.
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—Any one who_can preach the gospel may and should do
so.—~See Acts xi. 19—21. and 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11.
th:‘fgg‘.e,f;o_ref At:;y :ilzitz'ere scattered abroad went every where preaching

But within a church no one is entitled to minister but those
who are appointed sotodo by their brethren, Rom. xii, 6,
8. 1 Cor. xii. 28.

Q.—What kind and degree of respect arc to be paid t»
church officers?

A.—¢For their work’s sake” they are to be held in high
estimation, 1 Thes. v. 13 ; even good and efficient deacons
are to have ¢ a good degree” in the churches. In the dis-
charge of their duties in accordance with the will of Christ
they are to ¢ be obeyed” by their brethren, Heb. xii. 17.

Q.—Does the requirement of the people’s co-operation in
the administration of church affairs tend to the advantage of
religion ?

A.—It raises them from the undue depression under which
they lie in churches pursuing an opposite course s it leads
them constantly to consider and act upon the law of Christ
bearing upon church affairs; it trains them to habits of reci-
procal submission and government, the exercise of tenderness
and fidelity ; it promotes sympathy and love amongst the
brethren; and brings into the service of churches all the ex-
perience wisdom and zeal of their members.

Q.—Is there not a danger of churches so regulated acting
unkindly and unjustly to their ministers ?

A.—Tt is not found that this is often the case. A minister
being freely chosen by the people may be supposed to be
suitable to them ; then he has a principalinfluence in admit-
ting and excluding and expelling; he has the formation and
direction of their views and feelings ; their reputation and
comfort and prosperity depend much upon their deportment
toward him; and he is responsible not to an individual or party
but to the whole body. When these considerations are con-
nected with the fact that the churchis a company of converted
and holy men they forbid every apprehension of wrong to
the ministers of Christ. Such churches have always been
distinguished by their cherishing a ministry faithful to the
humbling truths of the gospel and the requirements of spiritual
religion. Again, if ministers may be ill used by their con-



22 CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

gregations so they might be by proud or jealous'diocesans, or
envious brother ministers. If too there is danger of a church
wronging their pastor there is much greater probability of a
single man behaving ill to his people. If they may unjustly
rob him of his situation, so he may unjustly keep the pulpit
and rob them of their building.

SECTION 1IV.
~=000—=
CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

Ques—In what manner is a church to exercise its
functions ?

Ans—DBy a diligent and faithful application of New Tes-
tament principles to every incident. No legislative power
1s given by the Sovereign of the churches to any individual or
society—every man is subject to Christ only in his religious
affairs, all members of a church are * brethren,” and no per-
son or body has authority to lay on a conscience a burden
not imposed by Christ. Every memberis bound by the law
of love, by a regard to the doing of things  decently and in
order,” and by the cultivation of peace,to accord with the gen-
eral wishes of his brethren unless a conscientious view of his
duty prevents; but that is not a matter of conscience which
Christ bas not appointed, and however it may be recom-
mended should not be enforced.

Q.—Beside the hearing of the word and the performance
of acts of christian devotion, what are the duties of the
churches ?

A.—In their ecclesiastical capacity the members of a church
have amongst themselves to perform variocusacts of reciprocal
oversight and sympathy—and collectively they have to main-
tain discipline, relating more particularly to the admission of
members and the treatment o®offences.

Q.—In what manner should the meetings of churches be
conducted ?

A.—The honor due to “ elders” requires that they should
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preside, “especially those who labour in the word and doc-
trine.”—1 Tim. v. 17. The proceedings should always be
conducted as acts of devotion and service to Christ, not as
scenes of debate or discussion, being founded on his warrant,
intimately connected with his glory, and by him especially
observed. Hence decency and order should be maintained,
1 Cor. xiv. 40 ;—meckness, Gal. vi. 1;—and impartiality,
1 Tim. v. 21. )

Q.—Ought the attention of churches when convened ever
to be directed to any other matter than what concerns religion?

A.—DBy no means; Christ should “ be all and m all” and
the saints should *know mnothing but Christ Jesus and him
crucified.”

Q.—Have we any scriptural directions as to the particular
mode of receiving persons into fellowship ?

A.—We have not. All that is imperative is attention to
the reality of religion in the person making application lest
we “ give the children’s bread to dogs.”” In general, satis-
faction may be obtained by the testimony of the pastor and
some brethren.—Acts ix. 26—28. It is seldom found satis-
factory to leave the decision of such cases to any individual,
even the bishop ; as the painfulness of being known as the
single objector is likely toinduce a too easy compliance with
many applications, whileaminister’sexplicit rejection ofappli-
cants is likely to prevent their profiting by his public services.
Hence it is desirable to let every case be brought before the
assembled brethren.

Q.—In what cases may a church take cognizance of the
course of any of its members ?

A.~—~Whenever by so doing it can promote their spiritual
preservation or recovery or advancement—whenever one
member has a complaint against another,—and \\'l.]en-ex.'er the
purity of the society seems to require that any individual’s
membership should be suspended. ) ‘

Q—Is the object of church eensures the punishment of
offenders 1 -

A.—TI¢tis rather their reformationand recovery—1 Cor. v.5.

<t Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thysell,
lest thou also be tempted.”’—Gal. vi. 1. .

And the preservation of their pody asa company of saints.
—1 Cor.v. 7.
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Q.—Is 2’ church to take cogrizance of all offences between
brethren ? )

A.—When an offender sincerely expresses to his brother
repentance, his error should not be brought into the congre-
gation ; if he does not he must be brought then before them
—they are then to direct him as to the satisfaction he owes his
complaining brother—and if he do not “ hearthe church”
he is to be separated and treated as one of the world.

¢« Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and him alone ; if he shall hear thee, thou
hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established. And ifhe shall neglect to hear them
tell it unto the churcli: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him
be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican.”’—Mat. xviii. 15—17.

Q.—Is not this assuming part of the functions of civil
courts ?

A.—< Brethren in Christ” are not allowed “ to go to law”
one with another.—1 Cor. vi. 1, 8. Should the appeal of the
complainant and the mediators and the church be disregarded
the offender, being rejected, ceases to be a brother and may
be dealt with by the civil magistrate.—Matt. xviil. 15—17.

*For whathave I to do to judge them also that are without ¢ de
not ye judge them that are within?"'—1 Cor. v. 12.

. —With what errors among its members may a church
interferc ?

A.—All violations of the Lord’s will; as false doctrine,
Tit. iii. 10;—the engendering of divisions, Rom. xvi. 17 ;—
immorality of conduct—Ep. v. 11 ;—and a departure from
scriptural rules as to church procedure, 2 Thes. i1 6.

Q.—What censures are allowed by the scriptures in
church proceedings ?

A.—When offenders cannot be reclaimed they are to be
“cutoff,” Gal.v.12; 1 Cor.v. 13. When there is hope of
their being brought to shame and thence restored, they may
be temporarily suspended.

¢ And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man,
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet
count him not as an ememy, but admonish him as a brother.”—
2 Thes. iil. 14—15.

When “rebuke” seems adapted to produce sufficient im-
pression that must be employed.

¢ This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith.,” —=Tit. i, 13,
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Q.—Are church censures of serious importance ?

A.—They are; for the censure of a number of holy and
kind men acting with solemnity—with the Bible in their
hands and after supplicating Christ’s promised presence, is not
likely to be erroneous. A sentence thus pronounced accord-
ing to Christ’s law is ratified in heaven, so that a transgressor
thus cast off is virtually delivered up to Satan.—1 Cor v. 5.
I Tim i. 20.

Q.—May exscinded members of churches be restored ?

A.—Certainly ; the penitent offender in the Corinthian
chureh was restored under the apostle Paul’s direction.—2
Cor. 1. 6—8.

Q.—Are the censures of churches to be administered
publicly or in private

A.—They would not be church censures in distinction
from the admonitions of individual brethren if they were not
public. Inthe New Testament discipline is described as be-
ing exereised amongst the assembled brethren—2 Cor. ii. 6.

‘¢ Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.”’—
1 Tim. v. 20.

Q.—Is it proper to bring cases involving circumstances of

great delicacy before so mixed an assemblage as a christian
church ?
+ A.—When such cases arise, it is easy for the church to
commit the examination of the more delicate circumstances
to competent brethren who can then report the general result
of their enquiries-~the decision of the whole being left to the
church at large.

Q.~=-Do any serious eonsequences result from neglect of
church discipline ?

A—If a chureh is mot kept pure real christians will not join
it, 1 Cor. v. 1} ; and those whoalready belong to it will separate
themselves, Rev. xviii. 4. At thesame time the sinneris har-
dened instead of being rescued; 1 Cor. v. 5.

“ Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace;
and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and lo, others daubed it
with untempered mortar. Because with lies ye have made the heart of the
righteous sad, whom I have not made sed ; and strengthened the hands of
the wicked, that he should not retarn from his wicked way, by promising
him life, Ezek. xiii. 10, 22.

The church too fails to maintain a full testimony for ber
Lord, lowers the standard of religion, leaves an opening for
the entrance of other wicked persons, and weakens her power

c
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of reformation, and of preserving the tuth and power of religion j—in
short the “little leaven leaveneth the whole Tump.” By this fiteany’ also
sacred ordinances are prostituted.. . I
«Her priests have violated my_law, and have profaned mine holy things,
they have put no difference Lctween the holy and profane, neither have they
shewed difference between the' unelean and the clean; und have hid their eyes
from my sabbaths, and [ am profaned among them,”" . Ezek. xxii. 26.
The ““ name of God is blasphemed,” Rom. ii. 24. The Holy Spirit is
giieveil and driven away, Rev.'ii. 5; and the wrath of God is drawn down,
¢ Did not Achan the son-of Zerahcommit a trespassin the accursed thinz,
and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel 7 and that mar Perished not
alone in his iniquity.” Joshua xxii.20. ‘ For this cause many are weak
and sickly amornig you, and many sleep.” 1 Cor. xi. 30. )
Q.—~May a church so far omit discipline as to ceasc to be truly christian?
A.—Yes, this hds at times occured. " ¢‘ Because thou art lukewarm and
neither hot nor cold, I will spue thee out of my mouth,”’ Rev. iii. 16. 1
know the blasphemy of them who say they arc Jews, but are not, but.are
the Synagogue of Satan.” Rev.ii. g ) o
Q.—When a church thus ceases to be truly christian what measures
should be taken regarding it? o : ‘
A.—Every one of its members and more especially of its “elders” is
bound to attempt its restoration to purity by a meek but firm and faithful
exposition of the Lord’s will on the points in which it is cotrupt, and by
prayer to Him who moves ¢ among the Golden Candlesticks.” Should:
such attempts fail, then every man wao cares for his soul’s welfaze,and his
Lord’s glory should “ come out” of the body as a synagogue of:Satan, Rev.
iii. 95 that *‘ he be not.a partaker of her sins & receive notof her plagues’
while every spiritual church should avoid communion with one thus aban-
doned of the Lord and his Spirit. ' '
“And 1 heard another voice from Heaven, saying, come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive notof her
plagues.” Rev.xviii. 4.
Q.—Ought we to be ready to suspect the commencement of corruption
in the churches? ' rod
A.—The tendency of mankind to degeneracy is so great that constant
vigilance is required for its prevention. In the times of the apostles one,
said “ the mystery of iniquity is already working,” 2 Th. ii. 7.—another
that ¢ ¢ven now are there many anti-Christs,” 1 John ii. 18—and a third,
*“ there shall be false teachers among you who privily shall bring in damria-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring -upon
themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways
by reason of whom the way of truth shal] be ewil spoken of and through
covetousness,” &c. 2 Pet. ii.1—3. ¢ The wisdom that is'from above is
first pure and then peaceable,” and if we would save our souls and thése '
of our households, we must ““ come out and be separate and touch not the
unclean thing, and God will receive us.”” 2 Cor. vi. 14—17. When the-
Son of Man cometh will he find faith on the earth 2 Will he not find ma-
ny of his people communing with the ungodly ; ¢ his servants eating and
dvinking with the drunken?” ‘ Let your loins be girded about. and vour
Yights burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord
when he will return from the wedding.” &c. Luke xii. 35, 36. We should
therefore *‘prove (or test and try) all things,” and then * hold fast that
which is good.”> 1 Th. v, 21.






