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ADDRESS. 

The nnderlti.s,<71led JJfembtl,s of the HOllse (I..f Bepre!cntati-ces, to 
their respective Coru;tituents. 

A Republic lias for its basis the capacity and right of the 
p('oplt' (0 govern themselves. A main principle of a. repre­
sentative republic is the rcsponsibility of the representativcs 
to their constituents. Fr'ct'dom and publh'ity of debatc are 
~sscntial to the preservation of sm,la forms of government. 
Every arbitl'al'Y abl'idgment of tbe right of spet'ch in ('epre= 
sl'ntatives, is a (lil'ect infrin{;l'mrnt of the liberty of the peo­
ple. Every unnecf!s~ary concealment of theil' proeredings all 
approximation towards tyranny. IDen. hJ syst('matic l'ldes9 
a m;ljoJ'itJ takes to itself the right. at its pleasure, 0:' limit~ 
ing speceh, 01' denying it, altogether; when sc('r'pt sessions 
multiply; and in proportioa to the impol'tancc of qnestions, 
is the studious conc('alment of dehatt', a people mwy Il(~ a~sllr~ 
('II, that, such l'i'actices continuing. lheir freedolll is Lut shol't­
lhed. 

Reflections, such as these, JlUve hern forrrd uron ihe atten­
tion of the unde\'sir;nt'd, Membt.I's of the Honse or RI'presrll­
tatives, of the United States, bJ the evrlJ/s fit' flU' rll'esrnt srs­
sion of Conr;J'ess. They have \I itnes'wd a p"ilH'iple, adopted 
as (he Jaw of the HOllse, hy whic-h, nntler a novel !1pp!ieation 
of the previouii question, a powel' is n~~llmc.d by the majority 
to deny the privilege or speech. at ttn,v st?.g<', and undt'I' any 
~h'cumstaD('es of dehaie. Anti ,'('ccI111y .by an unpI'ceedell­
ted assumption, the right (0 give I'easons for an origin:.l 
lUotion, has hClln made, to depelld ullon the will of the ma. 
jority. 

PI'inciples more hostile than these to tlit' existenee of re~ 
presentative libel'ty, cannot easily be conceived. It is not, 
however 011 these accounts, weigbtyas they m'e, that the un­
rlel'sign('c\ have undertaken thil! address. A subject of high­
('r and more immediate importance impels them to tbe pre~. 
sent duty. 

The momentous question of war, witb Great Britain, is de. 
cided. 011 thi-. topic, so "ital to your interests, the right of 
puhlie debate, in lhe fare of the world and espedalJy of 
theil' constituents, has be<'D denied to your repl'(,I'entativt's. 
They have breD callcd int() secret session, on this most in. 
t~I'e!iHng of aU YOllr public relatioos, although the cir'cuIDsian. 
ces ofthe time and of the nation, afforded 110 one reason for 



seerecv. unless it bc found in the apprel1ansion of the effect 
of pubiic dehate, on public opinion; or of public opinion 6n 
the result of the vot@. 

Exr,ept the mess-.lge of the Presidcnt of the United States; 
which is now before the pulJIic, nothing confidential was {'om­
municated. That message flmtain('d rio fact, not previously, 
known. No one .'eason for Will' was intimatul, but such as 
w.as ofa nature publi(l and nolorious. The intention to wage 
"'al' and invade Canada, had Jjf'cn to-ng ~i11f'C openly a\Cowcd .. 
The oqjed of h?stile menace had been ostentatiously '''11-

bounced, ,,. The inadequacy of" both our at'my and navy, tOil 

successfl.d iuva!lion, and the iosuffiei(,I1~Y' of the forlifil'lltions 
forthe security of our seaboard were, eV'ery where, known. 
Yet (he. doors ~f Congress -were shut upon the peop'le. They 
have b'een carefully lu:pt in ignorance of the p-rogres.8 O-finea~ 
Bures, until ~he pUI'p6SeS of administl'ation we're '('onsummat-. 
ed, and, the fate of the country seah-d. til a situntion so ex::: 
iraQl"dinary, the tlndersigned have. decmed it their lIluty by no 
a!lt of theirs to sanction a proceeding. 50 novel 3ml· ar[,itrar'v: 
On tlH~ contrary, they made eve.ry attempt, inthrir'·power, to 
attain publicity for their proceeding's. AU such attempts wer~ 
"Vain. 'Vhen this momentous sultject wr.s stated, as for· de­
bate; they demanded that Ihe d(lOrS shoulc be o"ened. 

This being refused; they declinf'd disctlsf;ion; being per~ 
fectly convinced, fro)Jl indications, too plain tobc misund-er. 
stood, that, in the house, all argilment, w iiI! closed doors, was 
hopeless; and that any act, giving impli"ed validity to so fla~ 
grant an abuse of power, w01lld be little less OHln treachery; 
to the essential rights of a fl'ee Iwol~le. In the sit uation, to 
,vlJich the undersigned have thus heR.n f'educed, they arc COlll­

pelled, reluctantly to n'SOI't to this public drelaration of such 
yiewsof the state and relations of the COllntr'y,:l.s determined 
their judgment al1d vote upon the question or ,~al" A mea· 
sure of this kind has appeared to the llndm'si~ned to be 1IiOI'Il" 

irnperiously demanded, by the circumstance oi' a messag .... and 
manifesto heing prepared, and cil'culittetl at publlc CX:il'nCe, 
in which the (Iauses ro\.' \Val' Wfl'~ I'nnnleraledaRd Ille lHuthcs 
for it ennccntl'<l!ed. in a mannel' SUIted to a~·ih1te and iuthwnce 
the puhlie Blind. In execlHIl'g' this task, it 'l'iII be the study 
of the. ull'!t'l'sil.;ne(' to reconcile the !;I'catduty, ihey owe to the 
people, with· tbat constitutional re~peet, which iI, due to the. 
administr:lttlrs· of publie COllet'l'ns. 

In <'()m.mcl)('ing this view ~( OUl' affairs, the unclf'I'signed 
WOllld fail in dllty to thelnsdn'e, did. lhey refrain fl'om l·reuI'­
l-ing to the course. in l'elation to pldlJie illP,;.lSUres, which t!~PY 
ad.,pt-eu :.tllil nave uude,!iatins-ly pUi;sued fl'om the eI)Ul\ll:c:'e~_ 



5 
, I 

m~nt of this long and eventfill !lession ; in whip,h tlley delibe­
rately sael'iliced every minor considel'ation to, \llwt they 
deemed, the best iuterestsot'the c(l<untr~·. 

For' a succession of years tlie lincJC'rsigned h:l-ve front 
principle (lis:llllll'oved. a sCl'ies of l'estrictio!.lS UP,,"l com­
nWI·('~'. a~·(,()tding to tlwLi' ~stimation. IHPffid('nt as r<,­
Sl)I'I't!'d fdreign nalions and injlwiQlls.,+iefly. -to bi;J·Se)'iI'S. 
Success, in .th6 ~ystem. had he('ome identifiNl with thl" F:'::~(" 
the {;haJ'actcr', and tlt-e hope of our' cal.liflt't. As is n:..tw,<!l 
with men, who havea great stakeder~cndil1gon the ~uccesl!luf 
a favOf~ite theory. (tel" inacity sf'cmed to incr(':',w as its hopc­
lessn('~s became allparent. As the inefficit'ncy of this 8yslein 
co"ld lIot be admiH-eil. hyitli advoeatl s, witlw[,{ 1'11!'ll.u'ing ifs 
aha~d()nmcnt. itt sut'eess was, cai'dully aHl'ilil;lkd too the 
infiuA::lll'c of opposition, 

To tllis cause tIlt' fl{'ople were taught to dtal'~e· its -slH"'es­
siv(' rdltu'cs and not to its i"h'insie imlw('ility, III t.1I1'!; ,~f:-!'e 
of thing. the undel'signed deemed it P!'OpIW. In lake away ;.11 
ap()(o::;,Y f~1r adhel'el'lce to this oPIll'es~h-t' ~.v,tc,), Tbey ,,,ere 
u:':sil'<)us, at a pel'iod ~,f) cI'it i,·~,1 in pnblie Hi~"~,ji';;, ~s far"l!! was 
(,{lH~isicnhvjth the indepe ndeo{'(' of ovinioll, to j·\lutl·jllllle to 
tile h'storane!'l or httrlilony i.J the )l~Llie {'!)!HH'ils.!I!><! {,r,,',_ 
c'ord .amOll!; til~ people, A;~!i if any adValli;i?~'e (·ou!d he thus 
ooJaiflel1 in om' i'Hl'd,~n rebtjons, the lllidt'I'siI':IW::. twin? {';,­
g"ilgod, in no pllr'po~e'ot: pCI'sonal 01' p:.U'ty a<h;illCt'Ilh"flt, ~'O!d,l 
I't'jajec, in such a.n oC(I,url'cncC:'. 

'rite course of' puulic nwasures also. at {he (ll"'lllng of th~ . 
s{'s!;(on. g:'\;ve hope that lln cnlar'ge(l anil enlightl'!!('(~ s,nh'm of 
det'clwl', \1ith p!'ovl~!on, foi' setlll'ity of 0111' m,:I'!hne I i0,j,,~. 
wasablmt to he eummf'lIccd; a {lUl'pose, ',\ t:idl, whcl'£VCI' fOil i,,,!, 
tlH'Y deemed it their duty to foster, by giving. tu uny s~'8(('rn,'. 
of measur'cs, thus com1I1'eh(,t)sive-, as 'uuobs/llldf'1l a com'He ae 
was consistent with their general scme ofIlU!,\i(' duty •• U·«'!'ll 
course ,of (lo)iey. thus lihcr'al and eOIl('i!ird Ol'y. it was {~r"'se of 
l'?'gr'et that u('omllltllJieatioil should have.heen pill", l!;:~Hi -Ily 611 

lUlIH'eeedeMecl expendittn'e of secl'et seJ'viee money ;,[\ud tl~I'(',. 
hythe chief magistr'ate, to eJjsseminate slls;.i(,j,J11 and;iea1t~lsy; 

.. and to excitf resentment" amon!; the l'itiz('ns~ h."stl''':~"s\ill:; 
. i-iuput:ttiolJ_s against a pOI,fion of them, as unruel'itell lIy thl'ir 

patriotism. as UllWlU'I'allft't! by t'yj(!-ru('('. _ 

It has always been the -opinion, of tlle under,;;:;r('ti, jhHt .:, 
system of Iltmc-e was the Iw!i<,y, w\Jirh mo,:t ('Otli!lOj,je<l wilh 
the eliaraeter, ,eondition, and intel'('!lt of _the Uni(Hl Stail's; 
that dicit> rCn!;oteness f('OIn the t!le;tll'e of {'onfest. iii Eul'op(', 
was theil' pl."culi.u' felkity and that nothing but a necessity. ;,;,. 
SOIIJ.tel,y': imperious should induce them-t? ent\:r as p:,ni.es in!o 
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wars, in wlsicb evetty e6nsideration of vir~e ,and policy seem's 
to he forgotten, under the overooa,ring 8,way orl'~O\wity and a.m· 
bition. There is a new era in hUIlY~n affairs. TIl(' European 
~orld j, convulsed. The advantages of cur own lIituatiol'l-are 
pe('uliar. ,,'Why* quit our own to' stand lIron foreign ground? 
'Vhy; by interweaving our destiny with that of any flRrt or 
Europe, entangle our peace and rl'osprrity in the .oils of Euro­
)'lean ambition. l'ivaIsisip, interest. humollr, or caprice?" 

I'll addition t9 the many Dlorll J ~lnd 111'lu)enfiuJ ('onsidt'rations, 
,,,hiel. "houM deter thoughtful men from hastening into the 
perilg of suds a war, thert' w('re ~()me pe(,lIli~H' to the United 
Statrs, resulting from lhe /('xtll! (" of the govt'rnmellt nnd the 
politic !!.l relMiom; of (/JC Iwople. A f"rm of govel'l1ment, 
in , nt' small degree ,eXlw{'jI1J1'ntal. ('omrOSt'l] of pllwHf'1l1 and 
jfl{'f'p~l1dt'nt sovereiglltit'A :I,sorj'lt.-d in I'l'lafiunR, Gome of 
'vhieh. al'e critical, as "I'll as novel. should not be haslily 
pl't'cipiht('d into situations. ('alC'ulated to rut to tl'ial, t\;o 
8h'ength of the moral bond. hy 'l'hich they HI' IInitf'd. Of all 
statC!!', that of war, is most likely to call into af'tivi(y the pas. 
sions, whicb art' hostile and (~angerous to sHch a form of r:;o. 
vernment. Time is y"t important to our countJ'y to seW" and 
mature its recent institc'Uions, Ahove all, it apPl'ared to t he un· 
der;;i~ned from signs not to hI' mislakf'R, that if we cutf'l'e(j up. 
on this war, we (lid it as a divided people; not only f'l'Om a sense 
of the inadequaey of ou:- means to ~llcce·ss, hut fI'om mo­
ral and political objections of great weight and very gtmel'al 
inflmmee. ' 

It appears to Hle undt'rsi~nf'd, tbat thl" wrong~, of whi('h the 
'tTuited St3tf'B have to complain, although in some aspf'£'ts, vc­
I'Y grievous to our interests, nnd, in many. humiliating to our 
llridc, W{'I'e yet of' a rmilH'e, which, iu the P"(,Sl'llt state of 
tIJe. world. eifht'(" would not ju~tify wal', ~r "hil'h war would 
not remed~'. Thus, for'instance, tlss hovering of B('itish "es-
5('J8 upon our coa'3t;:, and the occasi()nal insults to ollr por~s, 
imperlollsly'demanded siH~h a sys(nI:,)tic applieation of hal'bor 
and sea-coast defence. as wonlll n'pr! SHcli aggressions, but, 
in DO light, ('an they bc considercrl as making a rcsol't to war, 
at tIle I'f"{'sent tilllf', on tIle part of Ihe United States, either 
ne~~ssaJ'y. o~' expf'dient. 80 also, wiih l'eSpl'l't to tile Indian 
":,o;:r', of tlie origin of whieh, but vel'y ill1prr~el't informa-
1illn has ?os yf'f hf'I'1l gi'l't'n to thf' public. 'Yithout anv ex­
press act or Con~y.'~~. an expedition uas. last ;year, Il~t 00 

fuot and pro",cculcfj into Indian territor'v. which had \)cf'n reo 
JincjlJ.isltell by treafy, on the part of th~ U. States. And now 

N VIT:::shington. 
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we are told about Ute agen6yof B"itish tra(Jers, as to Indian 
lostilitit's. It deserves"CQnsidel'ation, whether there has been 
;ncb provident attention, ag would ~ave been p~i'er to I'amove 
my call~t' of oomplaint. either rtlal or imagina.ry, which tile 
[lltlians might alledge. and to secure their friendship. With 
ill the sympathy and anxiety excited by tIle state of that fJ'on­
tic>r; important as it may 00,. to apply adequate means of pro­
tection. a~ajnst the Tn(l~ans. Jlow is its s14fety emlll'ed by a de­
~laration of war, which adds the Bdtish to the number of 
memies ~ 

As •• a decent respect to the opinio'ns or mankind" bas Dot 
!ndur.ed the two housl's of Longl'css to conclIr in declaring the 
reasons, OJ' motives, for th,rir enacting a declaration ot wur, 
the nndm'su;ned and the public al'e left to search, elsewhere, 
ror CRnst's t'ltbl'r real. 01' ostensible, ~r we are to consider the 
Pl"\'sident of thelJnitt'd States. and tbe committee of the 
!lOuse of Representatives, on for'eign rdations, as speakiol; pr. 
this solemn oCl'asion, for Congr'ess, the United States have 
three principal topil's of complaint against Great-Ikitain. Im­
?ressments ;-blo('kades ;-and orders in council. 

COJ,lcerllin~ the subject of impressment, tbe undersigned 
;ympathil1:e with our unfQrtunate seamen, the victims of this 
lbllse of power, and participate in the-national sensibility, 0\1 , 

:heir account, Tbey do riot con,ceal from themselves, botb its 
mportanee and its difficulty; and they are well aware how 
itubborn is the will and how blind the vision of (l0wcl·fullla. 
ions, w hen great intel'ests grow into conh"oversy. 

But, before a resort to wal" fol' such interests, a moral nation 
¥iIl consider what isjust, and a wise nation what is expedient. 
:f tbe eXel'ci!;ie of any right to the full extent orits alli>tr~lct 
lature. be inconsistent \\ itb the sllfety of another nation, 
nOl"dlily seems to rf'quil'e that~ in practice, its exercise should, 
n this l'espe('t. be modified. If it ~e proposed to vindicate 
ny right by w~t'. wisdom d('mands that it should be of a na­
ure, by war to be obtained. The interests conne(."ted with 
he subject of impreltsment are unquestionab.ly great to 
oth nations ; and in the full extent of absh'uct right as as­
ertrd by each. (let'haps irreconcilable. 
1'be government of tlte United Stutrs asserts tl~e l}J'o:"d 

l'ineilJJe that the flag of their mel'ehant vessels shall protect 
~e mariners. Tbis privilege is claimed, although every PCI'­
Dn on beard, eX(,Gpt the Captain,may be an alien. 
The British govcJ"\)ment asserts that tbe allegiance oft.ht'ir 

Ilbjeets is inalienable, in time of \YUr', and that their SCamI'll, 

lUnd on tbe sea, the common highway of nation!'!, shall llut 
e protected, by ahe flag of private mercbaRt vessels. 
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The 1.'Inl1eTsfgneil (]eem it llnnecefi~al'y lll~te to dis~!lr;;s the 
fl1lt's(ion (:7 tlui A merif'aJl claim, fiw the imrnunit)' of tllCh> 
flag. nut 11"'y rannot refl'ain ihm viewing it as a pl'indpJef of 
n ~atun'vt"l'Y bruad :lIld comprehensive; to tile abu'~e of which,. 
the i,cwpt~ti()ns :1,,(' stl'fm~ and nllmer:OllS. And th~ydo mai,n. 
iain Ihll.t, Iwrm'p die t'ahlli.itil's of war, in vindit'afjon of ~uth 
a :'!'Rnf'iple be iIW\li'I,,~[l, all the means of rt'go('ial.ion should be 
c \;!,'~wojed. :wu- thr.t abo ever'y p)'Hdicaljl r ' attempt should be 
1,;:~I~l' t!i regulate lh(' exercise of the J'ig'lJt; so that the aI'­
I'11lm INlgl'd in.iu1'Y' rt'sllItill~ to otbel' nations, should be check .. 
{'.J. if' tint 1m' vented, Tiley are cJ('al'1y of opinion tbat tbe 
pellN' Hf tlcis happy anlJ "ising community should not he aban .. 
dO!wd, £'01' the sake of affimJing facilities to cover French IH'o· 
P:'l'ty ; 01' to empl(rv Bl'itish seamen, 

'f'lll" ch;m of GI'e~1t Rl'itain to the services of bel'seamen is 
ueinwl' nonl, 1'(;;' pt·l'uiiar. Tile .Jodr'in£' of allegiance, for 
wi.i{'h slw ('onlends is COil/mOil to all the governments of En-
10"W, F,,;,ltt'\',:lS weB as England, has maintained it rOl' (jen­
tUi'i:,"'" nG!h nations claim, in time of wal', the services of 
tLdr Slt1~j~ 1" Both by decrees forbid their' entering into fo. 
l'l'iO!;iI elllllIo.", BodI I'{'('all them lJy pt·oclamation. 

1\0 H':;n (~an douLll that, in the present state of the FrenCH 
mm'ine, if Amel'i('an ulI'l'chant vessels wel'e met at sea, having 
r;l'l:th ,c:men on !.Joul'd Fr'alll~e wouhI take them. 'Vill 
;\ny m:m be!it'Y0 that the United States would go to war against 
Ft'::nu', OM tlois aC{'(lUllt ? • 

1"01' ""';')' obvious \'CI~nps, this pl'in{,jple occMions little col­
lision \, i(1t Fn,nc(', ('J' with any other nation, except England. 
"'itb the :En:~~lish nation, the people of the United States 
:111'1' I' 1'O~~';,Y assimilated, in blood, language, intercourse, hamts, 
hTSS. manr.crs aud dlal'ader. 'When Britain is at war' and 
the United Slatfs l1('utnd. the merehallt slwvice of'llle lTnikd 
~'(::it'", L,,;~ls cut If' .Briiish sea"p1l'n, tt'mptations almct,t iI'l'esis. 
1ahJc;-ld~'1 v,q.'J'S aml peaceful cmp30Y' in~tead of low wa­
[,e8 lmd'wal",~.:, .. t'vi<:e i-safdy, in lieu of' haz31'd ;-tmtire in-
dependence, in t1.(' pla('1:' (.f (JuaHfied st'nHude. ' 

That England w}J()se si~uation is insuhil', wlro is engaged in 
a war', 31 l;:lll I'tly for eXIstelw'e, "jlOse seamen ale he)' bul. 
\'/:,I'k, shiFld kok upon the effect of our prin{'iple upon her 
£g[dy. \\ijlljra}()m)', isinevitahle; and tImt she will not ba­
Za! {: : he P;::J,t'li(,HI{,(l,nseqlwnces of' its unregulated eXeI'cise, is 
C('!'I,::~n, ': lor £llH'stJOn9 therefore, l'll'esen1t'd, directly, for the 
dt'~I:-Hln ui au' llioll;::htful and ,'it'fuous mind, in tbi!S country, 

, ifi-\\! "':~n' "a!', for' m('h ~:n ahstract right be justifiable, be­
f,', ::' ~til.'l)o;i 1"1;,!O gt:,.! d, ::gainst it\injurious t.endency bf Ie. 
~.d",cH <; lE~ul.H1::m, 1&1 f::.:!are of tJ,·eaty. 
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A dubious right sb.6uld he adynne.ed witll hrsitaticm. An e;· 

h'cme right should ·be as~erted with discretion. Mor\ll duty 
r.equires. that a natio!!. hc('oI'c it appeals to arms, should have 
been, not only true to itself, but that it should have failed, in 
no duty to others. If I he exercise of a I'ight~ in an Ulwegu!aied 
m'Juner, be tn effi'ct. a standingilnit:ltion to the stlqjects of a 
foreign powcr /0 bceomc descl'ters and tl"ditors, is it no injury 
to that powel' ? , ,. 

Cel'tainly, mor,al obligation demands that t.he right of :flag. 
!il .. c all other 1111man~'igh(s !lhoul~ be so llsed, as that, while 
it prote'Cts what is our own, it should not injure what is ano­
thers. In a pruetical view, and 81'1100g fJ,S t he right of flag is 
l'estl'ained, by 110 l'{'gard tQ the undeniable intel'csts of others~ 
a w,:r on account of im;JI'essments. is only a war for' (,lie right 
of employing Bdtish seamen, on board American merchant 
vessels. ' 

'l'he, claim of G r~at Bl'itain pretends to no furil)er extent. 
Ihan to tOlt;;e Rlitish seamen from private merchant vessels. III 
the exercise of this ela}/ll, her officer's take American seamen, 
and foreign seamen, in the Am('ri.can service; amI althoogh 
she disclaims such abuses; and proffers -redI'ess, when-kl'lown,. 
yet wndoubtodly gl'ievuus injUJ'ies have res\llted to the seamen 
I).f the Unitrd States. But the question is, caA war ,be pro­
per Cor such cause, before all hope of reasonable accommoda .. 
tion has failed? Even aftel' the exting'lIishment of sueh hope, 
can it be pl'oper. Ilnti! our Qwn practice be so regulated as to 
remove, in such foreign nation, any rea!l~mable apprehension 
of injLlry? . 

1.·he undersigned arc dearly of opinion that the employment 
of British seamen, in t.lIe merchants service of the United 
States, is as Iiltle reconcilable with the permanent, as the pre­
S611t interest of tile. Uni\ed States.; The encoUl'flgemellt of fo­
rci,;u seamen is the discouragement of the native American. 

The duty of government towal'ds this valuable e1a~5 of men 
is not only to IJrotect.. but to patronize them. AmI thiS' can­
not be ilone more effectuaHy than by securing. ~J American 
citizens the lH'iviJeges of Amer'icannavjg~tion. . 

'I'he question of impressment, }ilw every,other quc.stion re­
lative to commerce has boon treated, in such a manne)', that 
what was possesse(~~ is.lost. without obtainiag wlwt was sought. 
Pretensions, right. in theory. and impol-tant in interest, urge:d, 
withotlCdue .coHsidcl'ation of our velative !lowel', h.ave ev('utti­
ated in a .practical a.h~lidonlncnt~ ,both 01' what we hoped and 
wbat we enjoyed. In attc.mpting to spread our flag avel' fo-

B 
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r~jg!lers, its distinctive character bas been lost tG:om,' own cu. 
tiZt'l1fl. 

The American seaman, "luue interest it is to have no 
COlnlJ~titor8, in his employment, is sact·jticed that British 
sealllt'll may havt\, f'qual pl'ivilf'ges \lith' himse.Ir.. . 

}<~Vf'l' "inee the United State!! haye been a nahon, this sub­
j('ct has heen a ~a!ter ~f complaint and n~go(jatj9n.; and e­
very fOl'mer administratIOn have treated It, aeeordmg to it~ 
obvious natUl'I", as a subject I'ather for al'l'angement than for 
Wat'. It existed in the time of Wasl~ington, yet this father 
of hig (·ountry recommtmdcd no s~lch r'esol't. It existelil­
in the lime of Ad;ulls, yet, J otwithstanding the zeal, in 
lluPll0T't of Oll r maritime rights, which distinguished hi~ ad­
l1Ih1istJ·ation. war \Vas nevel' snggested by him, as tlie re-
Inf'tiy. Dtll'ing the eight :rcal's l\h. Jeffcl'son stood at (he, 
Itelm of affa'irs. it still continucd. fa subject of contl'oversy and 
negotiation: but it was never made a cause far war. It was 
l'eserved for the [l1'escnt atlministration to [l1'esi. thi~ topic to 
the extl'crne and 1I10st dreadful re50l't of nations: although 
England has officially rlis:Jvowed the l'ight of impressment, as 
it respects native cWz?ns. and an arrangement might well be 
made, consistent with the fail' pretensions of such as are natu­
l'alized. 

'I'hat the real state of this question may be understood, fhe 
l.mdcl'sign('d -reelll' to the follow ing facj ~ as supported by of­
ii-inl doen!lll'nts. MI'. King, when ministt'l' in England, ob­
tain{'d a tlisavowal of the Brj(j'ih gOyel'IlO1ent (If the rig'llt to 
ililpress " ,\mt'I'ican seamen," naturalized as well as native, 
on the )li~\l "eas. An al'rangement bad advanced, neal<ly to 
a c I.~lu"i:u, upon this basis, an~ wa~ broken off only, be­
eause Gr'eat TII'itain insisted to retain the right on " the Il:.ll·~ 
row seas." "Tl ld, however, was tl~e opinion of the Amel'i~ 
can minisitw. on the probability of an a1'l'angement, appears' 
fi'OI;1 the public documents, communirated to congress, in the 
seSSIOn 0 f 1808, as stated by NIP. Madison, in these word!, 
" at the m~l1Ient the al'tielt's were expected to be signed, 
" an !'xeCI) tlon of;o the nal'I'O\V seas" was urgell and insi6t~ 
" ed 01\ by Lord St. Yinccllis, and being uttt'I')Y i[Jadmissibl4t 
H 011 our pari, th~ ncgoeiation was abandoned." 

Mr'. King seems to be of opinion, however, "that, with 
" I~O!'e t~llle than was len him fur the exper'iment, the objec­
" hOIl 11lIght have been ovel'come." What time was left Mr 
King 101' ~h~ experiment, 01; whether aoy was ever made ha; 
not beeu dlselrm'd t(1 the Ptl!J!ic. M.·. Kiug, soan after re­
tttl'ned to Amel"ica.; It is manifest from Mr. King'-,s e¥prelJ-
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!lion that he was limited in point oftimt'. anlI it is equally ('Je~ 
that hIs ,opinion was that an adjustment (~ould take plaee. 
'l'hat Mr. Madison was also I)f the same opinion is demonstl'at­
ed. by his letters to Messrs, Monroe and Pinl,ney. <lafell the 
3d of Februflry. 1807" in whh.h he uses fhpse. expressions. 
~ I take it for gl'anted that you have not failed to make clue 
" use of' the arI'angement concerted by Th-h. King \\ if h LOI·d 
" Hawl,sbllJ',Y. in the yMr 1802, for settling lite fJu{'stion of 
U impressment. On that occasion and 1l1lcler that administra­
t, tion the lJritish principle '[f.W,'1fai,·lU renounced i11.fa7)(1l" of 
I' the right £If 0111' flog, LD1'cl JlclU.'ksbm'u lw'Tiug og1'('('d 10 
"prohibit impl'('ssmelHs 011 the hig~ seas," and Lord St. Vill­
" ('·ents requiring nothing more than an exception of the nal'. 
" row Ileas, an exception ['\'sting on the obsolete claim of G • 
• , Br'itain to some peculiar dominion over them." Here th{'u 
we have a fult acknowledgment that G. Britain was willing 
to renounce the right ot' iOl{lressment, on the high spas, i!1 fa. 
TOl'ofour ftag ;-that she was anxious to arrange the sul~ie('t. 

It furthc\' apprm's that the llritish minisll'Y called 
fOl' &.n intervie\v with 1\{essrs. Monroe and Pinkney. on 
ttlis topic; that they st~ted the nalU\'c of the daim. thtl 
King's prt'rogative; that they had ('on suIted the CI'own of. 
ficel" and the boaI'll of admit'aIty, who all eO\H'ul"['ed in senti­
Dlent, that undel' tlJ(Y (Iil'eumstances or the nat ion, the relin­
quishment of the right was a meaSUi'e, which the govel'n­
ment could not adopt, without taking onitse]f (ll'esponsihm. 
ty, whi('h no ministl,y would 1m wiJli.ng to meet, however 
pressing the exigency might be. 'I'hey oift'l'ed, .however. on 
the part or Great BI'Ha.in,· to pilSS laws Ulaking it penal fo[' 
British (JollUllanders to impress American citiz('ns, 011 hO:H'd 
of American vessels, qn tlw lligh seas,'if Amerl(lR would pass 
a law, making it penal fol' the offirel's of' tbl:' United States to 
gl'ant certificatei of citizenshi[) to Bl'iti.,h suhjeets, This wiIi 
be found. in the same documents, in a letter fr'om :Messrs. 
Mom'oe an(t Pinkney to MI'. Madison. d.'\ted 11th November, 
:1806. Under theit' peremptory instructions, this jlroposition, 
on the part of Great Britain. coull} uot be ~wcNled to by OUI' 

ministers. Such, however. was th.c temper' .,and anxiety (If' 
Etlgland, and such the candol' and gqod sellse of OUl' ministers~ 
that au honorable and cul:oanlageous arrangement did take 
place. The auth,ority of Mr. Monroe,· then l\'limster at the 
court of Great Bt'itain,now 8oo1'etary ot' State, and ont' of 
the present administration, who have l'ecommendrd WlU' with 
EnJ,lland. and assigned impr~ssments asa cause, BUPl'or1s the 
undersigned in as.!Ierting, tha.t it was honorablw and advantag 
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~~():,g : fe,t';1 ~ ~;·q.'r from Ri(·lHr''''11 "~li(',~ '11" '!8.th of Fe­
!Jr:i;'!··.·, :1808. to :"1]'. ?vl(u,\i,0'11, the followin;; nqjj'e~sjon~ al'e 
m:'" by J~I·. ~~'':)'!!~'W' .. I hi)Y" on the' lmtllll y alwaJs h"lin'­
" cd :;nd ",tii! do 1;?'~,~1.'r that t!w ground on which that intel'­
" tcf (impres~i;·.~;;t) W:l3 l'hr'ed hy the pllper of t.he Bl'itish 
" Commi~s:onf'I'R ci' 8th Novemher, 180n. nnd the !"o)an:\­
" tk,! ",iliel! a('eo?':1n;.ni~d it, :<"/'0 both hOlu}Y'olJle mlCl ,dTIW. 

" t<'"eo;r.~ to tile viii.',"!, Slates, that it ('1)1!ld'Y'd a eOlH'ession 
" inCtlH'il' [W";' Oil the part of Great Britain, on the great 
,~ 1II'iu:i;,:f:) ;'} eontpil'tatioll, nevel' brfore Olad·~ by a rOJ'mal 
" am! ()Lli.;,':()n ae<t of theil' government, which was highly 
" f:1YOl'af)!e to r~(,il' interest." 

With Hie o;:~!liG"1 of Mr', Kh~,~ oc) ;~el'illl?dl/ expressed. with 
thtl o'R~:·~l :d;n:3: 1 ''l}1 t:,f 1\1\'. :",1d;;,m. wit~i the eXi,lidt de­
claration of l\Jl>. :Monroe, an ec" :.J.'j-in 0; that Great Eritai:l 
'.-iUS I'oody. to ahalHln,~ L:~:~re5~i;'1"I~t on the I: ;;~b seas, "I.d with 
'S:J ~!u:l=':-,;",tjle f!!l!1 a"~i!ti..'j~r!"r;;-£''"'~l5 ~"H'!";{r:PJ' ['<.It, aftlHl~!'y nUi.d~ 
by 1\1'1', ::~Dn~'''I'', howe'." ,t i.~ !J~·,>tt',,;I~'G, t'~at all hor" of srt­
tlcmcnt, by t;'eaty, has tdL-J; how (ch'} L;3 su~)lc-tt fcmli~h a 
proper ('.~"'; se of w:\r? 

\Yith rcp..peet to th- sd jed ofLIod:: ';r~ : /}«' p::H'ipJe f) ~ n'~ 
lawof nations, as ilg2er ted hy Hw l.'. ~';;dc~, is. 1lizt a !Jh;-k­
ade can only bejtlstifi~'l: whel~ snppcrtt':1 !)y :m :::l"!,:cl;!'e {"(,)\'ce. 
In U:eDry tUs P'iih ;-;,le is z,;lllitt.l !'y G""'it Britain. It is 
alledr:ed, however, that in P:'['l.!icc, ;,:iC ;~;,n::':.lnb t:w,t pritl­
{'~J~~~ .. 

"'i'IH' order d' bl0ckade, which hJ~ bef'1l !;·:cue a specific 
ground af complaint. by Franc(', is 1 hal of the 1 Stlt, or I;hJ 
18()03, Yet, St;'C1!l9:f' as it niay s('em, thi~ on.lf'r, which is, now. 
m~dc one ,l;,-OU:Ju of war between the two conntl'jes was, at tll:.l 
t'me of its fir'st j3S::~:1">, viewed as an ;;d of favor' <.n:1 cone-ilh­
tion. On this 5u:,'i,f't'!1 is nCCCSfiar v to be r',qlicH. TIH'v<I!:un 

,~ .. 1 i. ......, 

and bdetr:"l;'.i'l<tl.· m~':'1'2I'> i'1 which, the Am{'!'i(';)~1 anl1 Q'l'f"Ji'h 
r;~'i'cr!1'1'l'njs, in tl!:1;' oLI,i,J. Ippe!',;, ,,;:;;:,: of ji;i~ (Ji{l::l' ui' 
b~/~l=:\~;j~, is cJl!~l~b~1.,'·:1 (0 nlis~lJ.ad. .6-~~1 1~~nr:Driance is ~l.~­
L.-:H'd ~lJ i:, or whi('h, i:l tIl(' cpi;tl,.\l1 (J~' I :le ll;t'!::,',!, fleiJ, it 
is H,;·t \1'::'I'(hy. Lej tLe f:H·h sn(':li; fop t:a'J;,sdves. ,'" 

I!~ Au.{~" 18Gi r t Ole l2~'~ti~~L~ e;,t:\1;::, .. 1~'~~~ a ~jTL,~,r'~:--lJi~ at the c:-! .. 
tt':ll1ce oj Ihe }',en( h pOJ'ts, H:tmillh' tL"m. fl 'Jl" Fcu;mpto o~-
1~\~;1; :.In.,;~ f;'O:ll ,';H'h"~)"c,x~~~-~j~ ;,{, tr~(~ J};·~ti(·,h CO.;:..t':i. ~lnd thr all .. 
6:~~ '(; of ·d~ pq!n'}LI~!~t~ ·YC IP,t,' Oe pe[,l~~~U~~':l to tt'!~t'-\'r tlL~t it 
was ;.: k:~';,r L~;Jd~,,,j~, ( :ro,'(;~<l acrol-din,," to illt: ""jt:".,~ of na­
b:;tl'~. 0<1 ti:r; 16th of J':fay, i80~, H", i~;1g1jslt ~~:'~"!'£b.l'}' of 
S '~~'i1.:', itil" Fox .10~\)\.~Ci:tl) tG onr )1~:J33it)'~·9 Ht II(J:1~~.~_<~, t: .. ~!.t !}~S 
r.0,. .. m.:";:C"~l.t had ~hOllgl:t fit to ,!i,'{:ct ne~'C3~:;':' f::-<. ,.;",~:: br.: 
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taken fo!' the blocka,'!le of tlle coasts, rl?i'''?' und ports, from the 
river E!b[.~ t:J til", \'lVer Bn'st, hoth !wlusive.* 

In point of f,tct, as the teems tIBet! ill the 01'11PI', ",,;n show 
Lis PJ~;~i', wlJieh has Lc:'~,m!', <l suhstalltive ~,))(1 avowed 
c::use i''''' 1l":J-intereonrs{', embargo and \Val', is n ;)lopi\adt~. 
oaly of'the places, on (I,\, Frendl ('(>;1,t. fl'O'ITl OstC'J:d to the 
Seine, a:'ll t'lYen as to C:','sC' it i~, mer·elv. :1" it ;H',)f~'S"l'S to be. 
acontinua:lc" o~'a fUj'mcJ' and • .!xistin~' lJ~oelmtle, r.\?!. with rc­
spei:t to C~B ri~,lJne (,f the .coast. t~· ~j~i~ of ni.'~~tt·als ~3 ad,:i',.,;f­
teo, \·,illith,>pxc{',':"c;onh, ofent'my's ;1l'<llWri'{ an(l al,tk,lp:i 
ejmtl'abantl of wLu': whieh ,:'re lL,bl .. to'be take'n, 1:.:i thout a V{Jl'I;. 
ade; amI e~:"l'pt Hw ,,:i:td l'Jlonial tl':.de 0;' the enl':u}', \" Li'\ 
GI'e::t B!'it.~;n ,,:cllied 10 be free by t ~11~ h W fl1' natinBs,'W: ',' 
the (J2 d,-'~' \V~!3 t~l;':§ '2X~tl:;::-:~t~} i.) 1~~ r .. t tn. 'v!j~e fn eifL'c: ;t ~):: .. 
ded nothin~ to (J~'dei's :1L:~: i'{':~'~-~L-djIY\Jg, alpl~ady cx~st~n.(."J lo,'l}! L\~~ 
k:1()',VC) :IJ ;'~hel't;r.;~ to papc!··~. ,ybk'h [we uefu!'e tile' w·;;l'ld. !!l 

j Q\-)(~ ~r'''''\(O 'lC'o ':',,(, _ri"~~"Q ?"'-l' f 1 ,-... \V'"I" lI ...f :--.:;.r ..... ,),.1 ('"' -.~ • 
• .)\)',-" j" ... ~J.l..,-'\. .. 't 1 ~ .. -~ !II '-r~ I.,. 02.'1.,1..;',-':) ...... :~\.. :it ... ~ , ': ~ ... ,..:. jL<~,-_.t_'l'-"., ':d v .... ~ 

f'~ ... JL:v"~J t.>:7 ln~ jnt'_~!'L.:..rt'll(,C oftLi:2 l..~J·~~:S~ ~':}Y{··.t·:~r:.: ... :nt In 0~li· 
ll'ade~o wH:'j lho9'e l'olot,~(,s. L,d bew the cnu~;' of l'CmO!1stran('u 
and n~~g'){i;ltjon. At the tnOl-<;-;'(iat V:h:Hl t:te or Ju:.~ ot- ;ttil1~~)Lj, 
,y~S n1ad~~ {'tIre, },I~j:-:J.'oe_ 01e~}>_~3~~~'~,~,~~·y o~' ~-:'tt.l~r. ~~1!:'~,1 

our' D~lnistcr pl~n1p(t\:,:~t:~d'"_t' ~tt :~"tl '0~;'_i:'t ,,~·~',~l':,"C:lt !Ji·j;_~~fn. Y;"~~ 
in treaty on t.he s:iLjec't vi t:le ca;'l'::~C:; tl'ade, ;d1'~jnJ"':I;:; C l 
the s~~t} nnJ i--.. t the tL~i~, h~., ~!;:he3)L~(i,~;.;'Iy} G,:~ve ~~~3{"~:;i:~}on, 
that ~l!e crd~I' ~V~~3 rbl~~~e to £t~VOif ll~L'~~r;ean \;::el.\"s ~nd l~H ~~2'­
ests. This id~a is ur:,et~:i~V~J'!_~'li~:r ~x:"~'f·~~'~l',~. jn l~·3r·. };t.::,~n·f':' ~ l 

letters to 3,~r·. ~'la(:i,(n u~' t:l" 171!:, ;:::1 ;':c::,t of l\·L)', ,.L:Q <.J~' 
Le 9':1 of June, 1 SJ 0. 

*Tbe terms I)f tlle order are these, "That tI'e ~llid (C':'.~t, rivers 
"~,nd t:Jrts must J(:; c[Jnsid';:Tcl as bl"cJ.:acleci,·' but," that ::u('i, bhl L­
u ade ~ shall r..ot extend to pi'CYt'ilt i;':'Lltr~!1 : l::ps 3.nd vC~j:i'-:, Lll('~n 
"wit!l Y-O')C131 not hcil~,~' the pCCjpi:i:~? of Li·) nl:.!j.:~{:~ '3 ellerl'!i~'~, 81,d 
.. not b,oiLc" contl'dbanJ of W~l' L·,,,,, '",'i ,hll;,\' tb" said c",,·,ts <lilll 

"clltel'ing:'into anc! sailing from tbe l'i, ~r':'lilcl po\'lS Ul"U' aJll 
",excel!! tilt! cU,'.';t, rivers "Ill! ~" from (),t~:'lci to l'ie; !'l\':" Seine, 
., all'ez.cly in a ;,t,.te of sli'ict li::;Ol'OlIS blocj.;"cic i alld \, Li::l .. 1'(' to 
"be cvnsid<"J'"U as sa C':Lt;~lae":J" with a proviso that the '; s'·~i3 
"entering kld lIot bce:; belcn z.t a port belc!1 1 2,ing to, 01' in P(;S­
~~ Sts:-'l'JD or, til,:: enenli':s 01 Cj'l:,~ I31itllin, and LlH" v€s5cl':i liCjljl'Ling 

" \ ..... ·el C D~)t J .. .'stin~d to un (lI~l.'E'y port,0r h~cl previously L'rU:~'::l ~Jl~\c ~,~"" 
'G adc." 

t T:,C [olLowin", arc c':I.:""c:g from t11es~' ie,tel'\>. Tn lh"t of t!,,) 

17lb, :\iay 18u6 ;"llc tbus SPC:lk'l l,r lk,t bhck . .\c, It io "("'1c>(.1 
" in terms of !'estr~,illt ::w] pi'ofl'sse3 trJ exteIlCl the bloc:'~\(lc fu:':!" 
"th-~ll w .. ,~, her(;tnCol'e dOll~, ;zn;crthell's3 It lo,:?" it ji'olll ma"!,/ ;',,-'", 
"already, blockaded, indeed, [rom all East of o o:,.::r.d, and "Vsot ,'!' 



And as late as Octobt"r. 1811. the same Gentlem::m. writing 
as Secretary of State to the British mini~ttw, spl"aking of the 
same order of blockade of :\'Iay, 1806, says, "it !5trif.tJy was 
'"" little more than a blockade of the coast from Seine to Ostend." 
" The object was to afford to the Unitf'd States an accom. 
" modatioll refjr~etil1l!: the ('otonia) trade." 

It aplleal's, tben, that this ordCl', was, il'l point of fact. 
made to favor OUI' trade and wa .. so understood and admitted 
by the government of this countl'Y. at that titne am) sinee; 
that, instead of estending pdor ~l)(}ckades it lessened 1 hplll ; 

that tbe country fro'm Seine t6 Brest. ancl from Osteud to· 
Ellie was illserted to open them to our colonial 1ral1e and for 
our accommodation, and that it was nev«'r Illade tbe sllhject 
of flomplain1, by the American'government. during its prarti­
cal continuance: that is, not until tit!' first OJ'der' in couneil; 
and indeed not until aftel,tlH' 11;t of ,''Ia~' 18W ; :l'ul until af. 
tel" the AmericaN §:;ovt'I'nment was ap:u'ized of the ground, 
which it was the will of Fl'ance should be taken upon the sub· 
ject. . 

Of this we have the most decisive proof, h the otfrrs, made 
unrle.r 111(' ullminil't\,:>tioll of i'Jr, .Jeffi:r'son, rOl' til" ili..;continu. 
ancc of the Emhar'go a~ it related to 9r'eat Hl'itaill; none of 
whieh l'eqnil'('d nle I'epeal of the hlo('li;.ade of :;\.3,1,) lROB ; and 
also in the :ll'!':m1!,'i.'mellt made dUl'iag the admiHi~tl'~lion 6t·1\1I'. 
~:la!lison. and under his ('~'I~ wilh Mr'. Er's!;.im~. The nOll-in. 
tercourse c:'t oflV[arch 1809, and the art" C6ll('{,I'lIing rom • 
• , mcP('ia! iatel'COllrse" of May 1810, v('sf the Pr'csi(lt'nt of 
the Uniit'd States with the vel')' same powel', in the ve!',Y same 
tc.'ms, Both :W(L(Il'isc him" in case eHilel' (h'eitt Britain 01'. 

e, France shaH so r('.Vokp 01' mo(iify hel' ellicts, as that thl'y 
#< slmB cease to "ialate the neutral commrr'('e or the United 
" Stat('s" to declar'c the ~anw by proclamation. And by the 
provisions of one law in SHell case, lloll-intercourse was to 

I 

" the Seine, except in "rticle~ contr:-.band of wal" and enemies pro­
" perty, which are seiz;,ble without block.ade, And in I.ike form of 
,. exception, con~idcring' eVGI'Y enemy ali one prHver, it admits the 
"tl'ade of neutrals, witbintho .arne limits, to be free in the pmduc­
" LiOliS of encl1lies colonies. in every, but the direct route hetween 
"the colony and the parent countl'y." MI', Monroe arirj", "It car.­
"ilot be doubted that the note was dl'awn by tiw !;,ovel"llment, in re­
" ference to the question, and if intended as the foundation of a trca­
", ty must be viewed in a favorable li~ht!' On the 20th of M~y, ~.1r. 
Jdol/rue, write, to M:', l\1adislll1, that he had been" strcllljtbenec\ in 
,., lbe: opinion lhat the order of the 16th was drawn with a view to 
"t!lC (iue~tion of QUI' trade with enemies colonies, and that it pr(Jmi. 
<. s~s :" be highly s;:.tisfact~ry to our cemmercial i,jtcl'(;;sts," 



~ease ; by tlJOl'c of Ow other it WM to Iw revjved. In C6flse­
(j!lt'nee of rowel' 't'~j ("11, hy the first ad. the arrRilg{'ment witll 
EI'~Ldnt' was made and the r'\woeation of tho OJ'del's in council 
of.Ta nual'~' and N o',cmbcl'1807, was couside['ed ns a full ('om­
l)li:uwe with the law and as removing nIl the anfi nentl'al 
edids. The blOt'!,lde of May 1806, was Hot inclmletl ito the 
RT'rangf'ment, and it does nut appe:lI', t";,t it was d'·(~'l.,eJ d' 
!iuffir'ient jiilpOl'tanl:l~ to engage (,H~n a tholl~ht. Yet tmdt:l." 

. U)(' ad ol May, 1S10, wLich ve~js 1\:(' ycry same \IO\', er, a 
}'l'\oealion of this Lloeki,t\e of May. lS{)6, is made by our 
c'lhiucta sine qHa non; an indispensiblc ['cfluisiie! And now. 
~tt'I' the B!'iti~h millbtcl' ha~ llil'cc-l1'y avowed that this ol'dcl' 
Qf 1J1(](':';';l:k would lIot elllltinll~ Hflel' a i'eYOcation of tIle 01'­
(jel's in (·()Uiwil. "ithollt a due anpIication oran aO('{luaie foroe. 
tbe exis1t-w't: vi' tlJis block,~de, i~ in~lbted upon, as ~ jusl;!bHe 
dall," or Inti', noiwithstalldillg, that om' government Rdmits a 
Ulockade is Il'~al, to the lllaintcn:lIlCe of whieh an adcqu~te 
force is applied. 

The undel'signed are a'lvarf>, that, in justificati.on ofthis new 
groHnrl• it is now ~ .. iu tlJd the n:lcnsiull on paper, for what. 
ever FUI'pnse intenGed, favors the printlrde of 1';'1;('1' b!(.d::~ 
adf's. 'J'his hawcv('r, can hardly ue 1II';;('.d, sittce tile Bl'itish,* 
fOJ'cuany. disavow the 11l'intillJe; ami sillt'e they :Icknowledge, 
tile vel'y dodriht' (,f the law of nation,., fUI' ",Iii"h the Anw­
rica!! :Idlll;!li~t.'ati(jll ('oi1it'lld, lleneef(ll'th, tlw exi~tcnce of a 
hloebah' L!'f'Ol::P,: a {Illest ion of fael: it lI. list dcrEi\,l upon the 
cvidenct- ::u,;ueed, ill SUp~J01·t (if llw adequacy of the LIGckudc 
in!! rC"f,". 
'i~rom tile pl'f'Ppding statement it is npparcnt, illat ",hate-, 

vel' Oll'l'e is nhjediom.blr, in the \H'indplc of the ot'del' of 
May 1806. OJ' in the pnletice undel' H, on gl'ound merely A· 
meI'ican. it cannut he set up 35 a sutJieiclIt c<luse of war; for 
until F/'allCI', pointed it out, as a caUtio of contr'oYcl':'Y, it was 

" 1\11', Foster in !Jis lettel' of the 3d July 1811, to Mr, ::'.Ic,'JI'()c thus 
stales lie doc(rilJc, maint"inetl by hi~ goycrnmenl. 

" Gn:at Britain ha~ l,e\'el' Qllt'mptcd to di!;pute that, in :,11e ordi~ 
'$ nary COUlb<.: ot the I"IV (.f n,:tions, flO blockade can be j\l,t~fi,blc or 
" valid, Uilj,>,!,!, it be SLJpp0rtcd by ~n .. ad~qu~,te force cieSlil,tU to 
~! maint"in it nnd to expose to hazard all vessels atten:;,.l:ng to c· 
" vade its operation, 

" l\lr, FU,I(:I' ill !Jis lettel' to :'>11', lVlonroe of the 26th J\d", un!, 
" also sap, The blockade of May 18D6, will not cOlltinue "[\'-'1' the 
" ,'epeal of the orders in council unless his ]\'iaje5ty'~ g'ol'Clfl!11ent 
" sh,dllhink fit to ~LJstaill it by the special :,ppJic,llion (Jf a stlf'fi­
"cient flaval force, and the fact of iL~ !.icing so C'~lJl!lll"J, 01' nut, 
" will bl.: notified at the ti~1C," 
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so 'fat' from llein:;- rt'g'arded, as a som'ce of any new. 01' gric'VOtl! ' 
comphdnt. that it was actually considered, hy OUl' govcI'Dment, 
in \) ra"itl':'ht~ E,C:U. 

The IkitiglJ (]'!'d(',I'S in Cmlllcil arc the remaining sanree of 
dis('ont('lll. and ~vcwcd e:msc of war. These, have, l!eretofol'e, 
been romil:r! ~d, hy 0'11' gOI'e

1
J'nment in (''Inll,eyion Wilh the 

FJ('neh d!'crres. Ce.~l:Jin~-,.. nIP. Bl'jj;~lJ O\'ll~l's in Council and 
I Frrnrh (l'·HT('S. fcn,~ a s;'st('m subversive of neu/I'al rights 
nml eonstitul{',l '!§I g~';'rlIlds of complaint, yet, vjewed~ relative':.. 
1), to the ('ondi(ioll of tiJc,c POWf:i'S towards cae!! other, and 
of the Unitt'ri Stales to';:ards lfoth. the umlersigl1ed eanDot 
perwade themseh('s that ihe Orders in Counril, as the.v now 
exist and with their 11I',eSt>nt em·(,t and olwra'kl),jus!ify 1110 
sele(·tioll of G rent Bdtah as otll' enemy; Ll:,: I'euaer neu:!isal'Y 
a declaratiou or unqunlHied 'Yllr. 

En~I'Y ('ollsitierl1tion ni' Ino]'al lln1y. and r,,~iti{'al expedi. 
en('('. 5('('1115 to CUIH'ur in ,'al'ning the United Stntes, not to 
mingle in t\,,;s hopdrss. antl. to bllllJaI'l eye, intel'minable Eu­
rOJlean ('(;nit'~t. N dOler F'l'flnce, no)' England, pre1ends that 

. l1H'ir llg!;,'r',,~sions NIIl be (le~"nded, on the gl'ound of any otLer 
L('lli~l'J't'nt ;·ight. titan that of' pm-ticular ncecssity. 

Rolli :ltf~'lHpt to jll~t;(, theil' ellcl'oa{~hmellt~, on the p;eneral 
law HI' P'tti(;;"i, h~ the p!P:l of nt.alialion. In the ,'dalivc po­
sition. :1!1(! p'Or(I\'~;i.n or stl'cng!h of the Unitt'll States', to 
cititl'l' bd !igeJ''''llt, t hne nppeal'ed W tIe proh~!bility, that Yie 

('QuId tOHIlid llw one, Ol't)it~ other, by hostile operntiulls, to 
c_Lar:c1cn tilis pkll. 

At]!l as tIle Jj,'jd of e()mmerdal ent(,l'pri~c, ::ftrr allowing 
,to the {~e('r('('s mal ol'llel'(;, their' full :'l':~' j ir~J efreet, is still 
ric'li :md t'xlen,ivt', tllel'e AC'erned. as fiWE' ,.,.j5{jom :.t!5 ollliga-

"tion to ;yield. solid aml n'l'iain I'ealities, fOJ' llJ1~l/~Cl;Utl(' p'~_ 
~ . !1sio!l!l,'j he !if" I:t vi' 1'1"1 alia non. as ey j&t ;ll~·. in I:' i 1 h i' heW­
f(:~'ent: it "::\5 i~llw~sj!JII', f:'!' the ~n~ted ~t~;:, ~'. e(JiJ~js(ent 
~'lh olher Iti> outy, 01' jI;U'I'I'5t. to aonnt. 1iet su{'h was' t:1~ 
!)tate of- tlie decre{:s, f!llrl (Jl'(jt."l's of the n'spedife belligerents, 
in rdation to tlJe l'iF;h1g of lH'u~nds, that, while. on the one 
ll::nd, it fornwd, 'no juslifi(·nti(.)n to either. so on the other, 
~()nC!!n'ent dr'(,llmsianr('s. formed a c()mplete justification to 
the United States. in maint':linlng, net withstanding these eo­
eFoaehmcnts. pl'c'i!kdit he~t l'on,qlOrtt'c\ with tileirintel'ests,thut 
t'oystem of irnp!ll'tid nentralj,h'. "'hil'h is so dezirahle to their 
peart' r.:-d prospel'ily. For if j'should be admitted, whkh 

,no ('oUl'se of al'gUl~rr.( (':in maintai~. that the Eel'lin 
dce['ee. whIch was i~~lJed on the ~ist of November', 1806, 
was jnsti~d. by the ante :·oll'nt 6rdt'I's (tf the Br'itish ndmi. 
rl".llty, r~spie'cting the colonia.l tl'ude, aml uy the order of blouk-



slle fir fhe 16th or l\i:.y, PI'{'('NJing. yet, U11 flti~ flf'rmmt, HH:'r@ 
r"sultcd nO'J'i;;ht of n~taliatjon 10 F)'anet'. ,~s it )'{'spected the 
United Sta!'s, T'H'~' hall e.Xjwcsst'li no a('quiescente either 
in I:.c n!'itl<;h i'lteJ'fprr!l(,c with tile co!uuial /r'ade, OJ' in any 
extension II"," t;,c prilwillies of hlotkalie, llcsitles, had tItHO 
been any bli',h m'gleet, on tlw part or the [n;lt,tl Slate~. a~ 
'l':II'l':In:~d the French t'lllpel'Or in adopting; his [wineiple or 
retaliation, ~·t't in the t'x('r('ise of tllat pl'etentled right, he 
past tbe hounds or both pultlie law and u('('f'n('Y; and. in the 
l'ery cx(ravaganec of that t'xe),(,rsp. lost the ~Hhaatage of 
whatevel' culol\l' the B)'jlish had affOl'lIt't-I to his :;I'denc{'s.. 
Not ('ontent with lHlopting' a P!'illl'iph- of ,'c'aliati-,n. in tl-"l'lJIi!l 
llmi!l'll. and appl'ujll'ia!e. to the inJtlJ',Y of whieh Ill' (,l,m .. 

pl.liIlPt!. he lIel'I;lI'('(I ... llil fIt' Eliti~h hL,ds. in a sLtt' of 
.. hlllt,kadt· ; pI'olJil,itt'II alll'.omml-"I'f'e and ('ol'l't's;)()ndt'Il('(:" wit h 

- " I helll. all t nld(~ ill theil' mannf:.dUl'I'S; and mall,· la \V rul I'1'iZ8 
f6 or a II IIleJ'eliall(liz(', l·el()n1.','in~ to EllMlalld. 01' cUllljn~ I'I'Olil 

"its IIlanlll'al'hll'it's, \'Illd . ('ollllJies." Till' ,jutell!'p of tlII's6 
enel'oaeliments W<iS equalled UI.!.' I,y tht' insidifluShl',S ur ".6 
tt')'IlIS. ami mann>'I'. ill whie" llit'.' 'VI'I'e pl'ulliulgat('d, Th. 
!i{'0IH:' 01' t he t'x!,I't'~sitlIlS or the Bedin dt'.f'l't,t'. "as S(J g-elll'I'al 
tll"t it emlwacl'd ", j(Jlin its Splll'I't', till' "hflle tOllllllCl'ec or 
n{'utl'uh \\ ilh En~L\lll. Yet De('J'(·s. l\1ini,tt'r of the l\la­
I'int' III' 1-<'I':l11I't'. ltv a fN'mal nott', ur lht' 2f.t1i Dt'('.t'lllbl'f', 1806_ 
a~slll'{'t1IHlr minis;t·,' Pknil'o(('ntia)'y. that the impel'lal dt'cl'eef 
of the '41 sf N uvemhel'. t 806 ... ~(las not to ujrl'et am' rom­
~, merce, which ,[(,Olllil sliUI,c i!,'Il"L'el'/zed by the rules of tile tl'eu& 
"tY.' eljt/lbli,~"ed bellcem the two countries." Notwitho 
standing this HssUI'anee. howcn'l', fln tht' 1 Sth St:'ptt'lliIIhrl' ful­
lawing. RI't;nil'r Gntnd M ini,ter of jllsti('c, d.cela,'ed • i;w' 

,4. tize in/cations of the F1I1111'1'07' 7.f'ere that, by 7:irtue oj tllQt 
" drCl'C". Ji'l'fnch ClI'nlnl 7.'essds. miJ!,1It sei;;,e in 1lel1tr'((1 ve.qsels., 
" ciliwI' J;;u,g,lish pl'Opcl'ly. 0/' mel'c/lll1!dise pl'oceeding .from the 
h English mllnlljoc/01'ie8; llnd thai llt~ hall. rescITell,/o/' fu­
•• tltl'e dl'ci.~iolt the qllt'slion whet her till,!) might not posses$ 
" themsl'ltlCIj oj' nClltl'ui 7.'C88ds going to. O/' from ElI,;ll1nd. al­
•• th01l/5'/z tile!! had no Ellgliljh malllifactul'es on bom'd." Pre­
t<':1"illn~. so uhviously, excet'uing any llIeaSlII'C uf rda:iatioll 
that. if the pi'!'eedent ll{'is, of the Bl'itish gO\'rl'lllflt'llt, lmd 
affl/i'lied to sueil a ,'eSol't, any ('olour of J'jght, it was lost 
in the ,ic.;ll'nce, and extravagance of these assumed priuci. 
ple~, 

To t ht:' Bedin uN'rees sH('('{'eded til{' Bi'itish orders in ('OUl1I­

cil, ul'tlie 7thof .Janu;.lY. 1807, whieh were mel g'etl in tillY 
ordl'l s ur liw 11th of 1'\O\'PII\U('1' fullowing. TlH'sl! tledol't'd 
.' 0111 pOl'hI, and pille6l" ~tllOllgjll~ tg l·'rance. anti it,,; aHi~s1 
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'"' from which the Br'itish flag was exch",-ded, aU, in tire colo­
" lonies of his Britannic m;tjesty'~ enemies, in a !State of block. 
" ade ;-prohibiting all trade, in'the 11roduce and manufac., 
" tures, of the said countries or colonies; and making all vessels, 
6. trading to or from them, and all merchanllise, on boaI'll suh. 
" ject to captUl'c and ,condemnation, with an exceplion, only 
" in favour of the Ilil'ect t['ade, between neut'ral countdes and 
" the colonies of his m:~jesties enemies." 

'I'hese extJ'avagant lll'etensions, on tile part of Great Bri. 
tain, were, immelliately succeeded by othet's, still more ex· 
travagant, gn the part of FI'unce, 'Vithout waiting for any 
knowledge of the course, the American government \vollld 
take, in relation to the Br'itish orders in (lonneil, the F.'enrh 
]<;ll1peror isst!ed, on ·the 17th of December following.- hUi Milan 
decree, lJy which" every ship of whatevel' nation, which shall 
" have submitted to searciJ, by an English ship, or to a voy. 
" age to En~Jand, or paid any tax to that government, al'e de­
" clared denntionalbed, and h'I,wful pr'ize. 

" The Bl'itish Islands ,ar'e deehuec\ in a state of blockade, 
" by sea and land, and e"Vcry ship of whatever nation, 01' what· 
" BOeVeI' the natnre of its cal'go may be, that s~ils from Eng­
"land, or those of the English colonie:;, or of (~ountt'ies OCCll­
" pied by l<:nglish troops, and lll'oeeeding to England, or to 
" the English colonies, or tu conntr'ies occupied by the Engli,sh, 
6' to be good prize." Tile nattwe and ~xtcntor these if1jUl'ie~ 
thus accumulated by UHltual effOl'ts of' both belligerents, seem­
ed to teach the American statesman, this impol'tant lesson; 
not to attach the cause of his country to one, 01' the other; but 
by systematic and !'olid provisions, for sea·coast ami maritime 
defenec. to place its interests, as fa I' as its sihwtion, :;11(1 

resources permit. beyond the eeach'of the l'apaei(). o.'amhi­
tion of any European power. Happy would it ha\ {, heel! fur 
oal' countJ'y, if a course of' policy, 80 simple and,oiJvious, had 
been- adopted! 

Unfol'ttlhately administration had recourse to a system, com­
plicated in its nature, and destruttive in its effeets; which in­
stead of relief, fl'om the accumulated injuries of foreign go­
vernments sCl'Ved only to fill up, what was wantigg in the mea· 
"lH'e of evils alwoad, by artificial embarrassments at home. 
As long ago, as the year 1791; Mr. Madison, the prescnt Pre· 
sident of thc United States, theil a member of thc House of' 
Repl'esentativcs, devised 'and Pt'oposed a systc'm of commercial 
restrictions, which had for its object the 'coercion of Great­
TIritain, by a denial to her of Ollt' prollucts and om' mal'ket; 
asserting tltat the fOJ'mer was, in a manner essential to hcr 
prospet'ity, either as necessades of life, or as raw materials 
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fliP her manufactures; anel. that witl1011t tlHl latter, a gl'e~,t 
Pl'o[lfJl'lioll or ]J(',']abolll'in:,; dassef', could not subsist. ' 

]n tlHtt lin)' of sage and yil'tuons forethought, the pro{l{)~i. 
tion was l'ejeded. It remained, howen'r. a theme of 1I!1!'l'as­

ing palH'g'Fi l ' allWl!:~ an adiyc 'class of American politicians, 
who wiliJ :1 ~~~"1ellLl! ic pertinaeitJ inculcated among tho !leo. 
pl.', that l'olllmel'eial restrictions were a specics of w~lI'fare, 
which y;oilld ('llSure success to the l:"nited States, amI hUllIilia. 
tion 1 I) G I'eat BI'iiain. 

'1'i!et'e \" (,!'l~ two eircnlllstances, inherent in this system of co­
('rcinl; G ,'eat Bdtain uy ('ommerebl restrictions. '" hich ougJ.t 
h have lI1:,(k 11I'actical pOliticians, 'try doulJlful of it~ I'I:'SIl!t, 
and Yrl'y caHtiou<; of its triaL These were the state of 0l,i­
Ilion in "dation to its effi~acy among commercbl men, in tile 
l'nited :::I,:t('S: and the state of feeling, which a resod to it 
VIOll:d llnH ".i,h1)I;v Pl'Otlll(" in Geeat Be1t:.in. On the onc l!and, 
it was IIl1deniaL!e that the great body of commercialll!en. in 
the United ~;Iatcs, lwd no hl'lid'in slich :it dependance of Great 
UI'ib:;l, IIpon the United Rtatf's, either for OUl' produce, 01' 

Olll' mar.ke/. as the sy~tem implied, 
'Vithollt the be,u'ly l,o-oIyerution of this dass of men, sue. 

erss in its attempt was obviously unattainable. And as ou 
them the chief snne\'inl; would fall, it was a\(0bethel' JlBI'ea­
sonable to exped that they w(Juld become co-opel'aiiHg illstl'U­
mcnts in SlIl'llOl't of any systcm, which was lliin to t!WHI. and 
without hOI'I' to theil' country. On the other hand, as it \'e­
spc('t~ Great-TIritain, a system proceeding UpOIl the ;n owed 
pt'ineiple of hel' (Iit'cll'llancc Ilpon us was amollg the last, to 
which a proud Hnd powcl'i'ul llatio:l would yield. 

N(~twitliH('1I111ingth('se obdousc.cll8i11erations, in April 1806, 
)11' .. Madison, Iwing ihftn Se,Cl'ctary Gf State, a law passed 
Congress, prohlhiting the impOl'jation of certain specified ,;Ut­
nufad :Ire, .•• r G ['cat BI'i./aill, and hel' dependencies on the ba­
~is of .:o.Ir'. ,'lntHson'~ original jll'oposition. Thus the Unitlld 
States ('ntcn~d 011 the system of comlUtll'cial hostility against 
Gl'ent Et,j(ain. 

The decl'ee of Berlin ,ras issued in the ensuing Novemher~ 
(1806,) 'rlie trcr.ly. wlJiclilHld lJeen si~ned at London, in Dc­
celUhel', lS06, having heen rejected by Mr .• Jdfcrson. without 
bei!l~ in'esl'Bled (f) the Senate tOI' ..alifie-ation, flud the nOH-im­
p ortatioll :~~,t not being repealed, but only 511sprnded, Great 
Br'itain isSlle(l her orders in council, on the 11th Xovcmber, 
ge7. 

On j,hc '.::I~ of the same month, of Nov. CIJampagny, French 
ministel' of fon'ign affairs, wrote to Mr. Armstrong the Ame­
rican Ministm:', ill the words following. "All- the difficulties, 
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•• whi('ll hll'V'e gh,." ri~,. tn your rMl?m~tioJ1'" ~jl'. 'wonld 
.. IH' rl'Dlond with,{'asr. if the govl'l'nml'nt of the Unilrd 
"States, aftrr ('Ilmplaining' in vain of the injllstil'" and vio., 
f. lations of Englantl. took. wilh the wh9le ~ontinent, the part 
•• of g'uarantet'ing it theref,'om." , 

On the 17th of (hI' I'nsuing Df'cemher, the Milan decrees. 
'Was issued on the part ofFI'ancl',and fh'edays af'tl'rwards (hc em. 
b.argo was \la$~ed on the part of the United States. Thlls.. 
was cOlllpll'ated. by apis nearly cotcmporaneous, the circle o~ 
ftOpl mercialhoslili( ies. 

Afiel' an ineff'cetual trial of fOllf' years to coutruu) the policYl 
of the two belligerents by this sYl'tem. it was on tlte part' ot, 
the United States, for a tirpl', relinquished. The a(,1 of the 
:lst of May. 1810, g'iwe the authority. however to the Presi., 
dent of the United States to revive it against Great Br';tain, 
in case France r,evoli'ed bel" decrf'es. Such reyo('.afion. (10 the· 
PartofFr'ance was dt'dared. by tbe P.'esidenl's proehllllation Olt 
the 2d N ovemuel" 1811), and, in consequenec non-intcl'coUl'so; 
was l'evived by our adminisfratit)o, against G,'eat BI'itain. 

At all times, tilt' ondt'I'signed have lool,ed, with nllwh anxi •. 
~tyfor the evidence of this I'cvo~ation, 'riley wished not to 
question, what, in various forms, has Iwen so oftt'n assel'ted, 
by the administration and its agents, by tht'i1' dil'f'('1 ions. But,. 
oeithrr as public men. nor as eitizens, can they const'nl 
.hat the peace and prospfwity of'the countr'y should be s3l'J'i-.' 
ficed, in maintt'nance of a ()osil ion, which on no pl'in('iJlle uf 

, evidence they derm tenahle. Thry cannot ralsilY. 01' {'oilN'al: 
their conviction, that the French de~I'ees nt'itbel' have been, 
nor nrc I'('voked. 

Without pf'etending to oeeupy the whole l1eh1 of argument, 
whieh the question ofr'evocatiQ.I1 hilS ollt'ued, a concise state:­
Ulent seems ins('parablt' from the gecasion. 

The cOlldithm. on which the non .. illtercoursf', according to, 
the act of 1st May 1810, mi~ht Iw r'evhed against {-(reat Bri-. 
tain, was, on the part of Fr'anc!", an ej[ectuo! rC"Vocation of her 
dec1'u,';. What the P,'esidenl or the lJ nited States was hound to 
.·equir·e fr'om the F'I'~nch GyveJ'nu:eut ,~as. the /"Vidence· f!! 
i!uch dlh·tU<lll'cvoeatlOn. l,pon tIllS powt both the right or 
the United States and the dut.j of(he President seem to be I'es·olv. 
~ble into ver'y distinct and undcni:.hlc pr'ineiples~ Tilt'! ohject .til' 
be obtaine(~. for t.llI' Unit",d, Stall'S from l<'l'ance WlIS un ~tf'cctu; 
al revocatIOn of t he decrees. A, I'eroea.tion to bedfectuill-. 
JOlIst. ineludc. in the natu.re of things, this essential requisite : __ ' 
the wl~ongs done to the neutral COHl!l1er'CC of' ike United States, 
by the operatipn or the dem'ees, mllst he st.opped.· Nothin~ 
Ibo~t Qf this cOldll ~ all tlffectu~ r.~vQgatioll. .. , 
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W'1thnnt l'rfer4'nceto Hie oP:!'!' wf'ong~ resulting from those 
dt'('J't't's to the (,(IIIum'I'er of the Uill/t'd St:d('~; it \\ill It!' ~'r ;'. 
til,jf'nt to stat\~ the pnlllliw'ni WI'(!Il(!,' donI:' h,' ,lit' 3d. al,ti!"i(' of 
the :Milan decl'N',,*, Tilt' natUl'p oft his Wi'on;.; "~';t'ntjal1y j'U;'. 

lIistrd in the OUt1tIJl'it!l gi7.·en to "FI,t,tll'h shi~,~. 01' wal' an'; "'·'i. 
'vateel's to make pJ'izr, at St'a. of eVt'I'y neut!':,.! VI'SS!'!. ~ailjt,~ 
to, or fl'om, any of the English p(jsse~sioHs, Tire' aulltlll'i t ," to 
t',apturl~ was the H'r'y ess!'lwt' 01' till) WI'(llI~, it fol' .. ,.~ t!lt'I'e. 

ro['e, that (Ill r/ler!:lnil'e7'ocation l"~,!,:il'{'(llIwt (hI: iill,t/uwiiy to 
captureshd,II,! in' (filip/lin/. Gr'ani''!':; th')'e;',,!''', fal,the sat.e 
of al'gumer.l, (what fl'om its (('r'ms an,1 its Iwl'I!'!": \\',S (f{,l'i-lin. 

Jy not the, casp) that the noted ldlPl' ur (he j),,:1;e of Cad~Jl'e 
of tile Sth uf .\ugllst. 1810, held ftl!'ih a iTV(!""!! iun. ~1)od ill 
point QffOl'm. aull un e o,1.(i:ionJ. yet ii -was hot tll((t I'j/l'ctual 
re'7.'Jof'{(tion, for' whiell Iht' ad or tst 1Y1,:\ .1810. ;\!une author. 
ised the Pl'esident or lilt' Uniie,j Si"te~ to i~SHt' hh I"'(jelama. 
tion.lIllllSS ill rOllSCljllt'lICt' of tlwt idlU', atf «!llll/wily 10 cop. 

t!II'!' 7(,[IS (tll/wllcd, 'l'/ae !('ttel' ir,..-!t' i~ no annuiml'nt of I~H~ 
alllh(}I'it~, to ,'aptllr'{', and it IS nol,'xi"us, that no ('vhknec uf 
tIll' annultnt'nt of this aUlhol'ily 10 \.'::I'IIII'\,. ('vel' !ws heen, ad. 
dlll:'('d. It I:as not (,H'Il. been. p)'d('n(h-'d. On the eon­
t,'al'Y ther't.' is dt'('biq', and allHo~t d<li!~", e,ideme orlbe cotiti­
bUl'd exislelH'e of 1I11~ :tllfiwl'ily to ('apllll'('. 

The ('Iraq;!" or t'X.l'('IIJing Ihe del'I'l'('~ of' Bl'r'lin and Milan 
'Was, so far as ('on{'l'I'nt'11 hi; (kjl:lI'lmenl, ~'i\'('j) hy tlae t{'rlllS 
oflhoSl' <11'('I'('('S to the Fl'eiwl! lIIinislcl'oi'l\-1'11'int'. Al'('01'ding' 
t,,/ estahlish('«1 pr'indp!~'s (;1' ~t'IH'I'ill la,~. Hw impel'hl ad, 
whic~h g<l'l'(, the <1utlwi'ity llIust he <llloullt'd hy anolliel' impe­
rial al'l, equally fOI'\II'.1 anll solt'IIHl; 01', at le:ts/, tht~ authur'. 
Hy to capltli'e lIIu~1 he ,'ountel'nlalltled IJ.\' some OJ'del', 01' h. 
stl'llCtio\l, I'r'olll Ow millis!el' ofrwlI'inr, N":iling ,!JUI" of ILis 
c()[dil annul tlJe authol'ily aC('(I['dillg to tliI' ,'u)e "j' the S(':I SI'I". 

vic'e. 'Vas slIel1 all0l111ing ad {'HI'issued hy the Fn'nclt ; ill. 

pef'ol'? '''er'(' any SU('I! ('Ountel'IlW!l(lingol'llel'" 01' h;,(,'UCli'iIlS, 
~\'f'I' given by the Fr'elwli llainisln of' llIal'ine? III l'xcl'('isi!,;; 
a tl'ust, committed (0 hiw, b~ the legislatul'e, on a lil;ir;l, s;" 

* This article i5 i'l these words: 
.. Art, I I 1. Tile Briti~ll i~lail<i" are declared to be in a 't"-Ie ot 

" blorkade, both by lalld and sr:a Every ship of wi,atCYl:I' Il.i'ion, 
" or whatsoever the lIature uf il, C!lJ'!';o m"y be, tlL,t s"il. tn'n} 
t. the ports of :england, or those of the En,l;li"h CiJj(JlIil's ,:rId of the 
U c()\1"trics ,KclJpied j,y Engli~h u"(lPS ood p",cn:ciing to Engl;'nd, 
" or to the E;,,:;lish C.,j(Jlli<", 01' to coulllrir:5 occupllu Ly i':lrglish 
t. troops is g(Jod alit! lawllli pl'iZI?, hS cUlltrary tf) tite IJI esent decree 
" ;Jnd may be r;aftlurrd, by oUI', .. hi/18 oJ 'War or our /ml!ut<cr~ alld 
'" adjudged til the- ca/HOI'." 



interesting, to the neutral commerce ortlle United States, aUll 
so important to the peace of the nation, was it not the duty 
of the Prl~sjdent te llave the evidence of stich annulment, Iw" 
fore theissuiag ofanyproclumation? Hashe ever, insisted up-
011 sueh evhlenee? 'Vas it of no eonseqence in t.he rclative 
situation ofthis eounh'y, as to foreign llowers, that the regu­
lar evidence should l1e received by our administration arid made­
known? Why has a matter ofcvillence, so obviously pr·ope .. , 
so simple, in its natut'c, so level to g~neral allpreheusion and 
so impcl'iollsly demanded, Ly the cireuUjstances of the case, 
heen wholly omitted? And why, if the Bet'lin and Milan de­
crees are annnllell, as is prctended, does the Fl'ench Empl'l'or 
withhold this e.~!l(':1('C of theil' annulment? Why does he 
tv ithhold it, when the question ofl'evocation is presented under 
circumstances, of so mnch urgency? _ 
~ot ollly has it nevel> been pl>etended that any suoh impe­

rial act of annulment has issued, or that any such orders, or 
ii1strnctions, (:ollnlel'manding the author'ity to captlll'e, wel'l} 
ever givcn, hllt there is fleeisive evidence of the reverse 
in the eonduct of the Fl'ench _public al'med' shiJls amI. 
privateers, At all times since Nov. 1810, these slUps 
and pl'ivateers have continued to capture our yessels and IH'o­
)llwty, on the high seas, upon the prineiples of the Berlin and 
JUilan decrces, A numcrous list of American vessels, Hms 
taken, since the 1st of N ovemLcr 1810, now exj~ts in the of­
fice of the sceretal"Y of' s,ate: <lOll among the captures are sc­
'veral vessels with tilde cal'gIJes, lately, takcn and destl>oyed, 
at sea, without tho f'Jl'maliiy or a tfial, by the commander of 
a French squal1!>on. at this moment, eruizing against our com­
merce, under ,ll'<lcT's, given by the minister of' mal'ine, to whom: 
the execution of the decrees was commi,tted; and Olese too 
issued in January last. In the Baltic and Mediterranean seas, 
captures uyFl'cneh privateers al'e known to us, by official 
documents to have been made, under the a.thor-ity of the~e 
decrers, How then are they l'evoked? How have they ceas­
ed to yioJatc 011[' n,_'atl'at commerce? 

Had any l·ep(~:ll. 01' modifi{'ation of thOle decrees, in truth 
taken (llace, it must have Iwell cGITImunicated to the priz8 
courts, and would lin \"l' been n i,lcnced uy some variation eithel' 
in theil' rnln. "" in the pl·illeiples· or their- deci_sions. In,.­
-vain, however, \yill t.h:;; nation seek for sllch proof of' the re. 
'Vocation of the d(~('.·e~'~, No aequittal has ever been had in 
any of the pt·jzc ("lltl't.S, upon the ground that the Ber·lin ~nd 
l\iilan decrees had <;e!tSt't1, even as it respeets the United States. 
~n the ('ontl'ar'Y the evidence i,. d8C]siv(} tha.t they are con­
slilered UJ' the FreudJ courts as Qxil;ti!1g. 
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There are man'yeases cOl'roborative at tJlis position. It i9 
enough to state, only, two, widell appeal' ill the offiC'ial r('IIOI't~, 
'l'he American ~hjp Julian was capturt'il hy a French priva­
t<?e\', on the 4th· July 18J 1, and on th(~ (coth of SepttmlJeI.' 
18H; the ves~el and ('dJ'I~o wp.re {'.OIHlemne<1, by the ,c.'o!lIIcil 

_of pdzes at Paris among od'I'I' I'ea~ons. II(C({U8f, she 7('((1$ '(-'isite(;' 
by severol E:.glish vessels. On the ,.;; 1,,(\ thy the H,~!'e'llc'l ~.il 
Amt:'l':~~n ship was eondemned by the imperial COUl't of pri­
zes, alledging" that it was impo~sil)le, that she was not visit­
ed, Ly the enemy's ships of WlU'." So i';!Illiliar to them wag 
the t'xistellee of the deerees, and sud. i !;Cil' e:~gel'liess to give 
tlJem effect against ollr comnwr're, Olat the)' {t-i~ned a visi­
tation to have taken place, and that Iln(wiLilstan\lin;" the cx­
pr'ess deel:H'ation of the captain an\.~ crcw, t,) t:le !'(intl';wy. In 
addition to whirl!! evidence, MI'. TIil<,sell's I,'lle!" to the Sec­
retal'Y of State, dated 8th l\1:ty 1811. says" it may not 1.)1:\ 

., impropel' to remal'ie;: that no A mC)'i!'I'll vr"scl c;q,llUl'ell since 
" the ist November, 1810 lias yet been r'dea~("l." 

Fl'om this it is apparent, tlta.t -tlio eO!llr~I'.:r: ~t'l'~ ofew na/in,> 
at vessels, the privateerslllrn, nml (hI: jl:i:~l'S tl~' t.he pri:;.\} 
(OUl'ts, to which may be added also the "ustom house offiecrs, 
"ho, as the instl'umcnts of cal'l ,-jn~ into eff>et the dcer;'cs, 
nlmT have heen made aequainted w;'~h t.he \'t'iH':d had it. exist­
ed, have been f)'om first to Lst. L~lJol'ant of :tlly revoea­
ticm; amlunifol'rnly aeted llplHl the Ill"itll'i[11e or Itleir l)Xisience. 

If other evidcnee of the eontillul'tl exislcnee of those UI'f'I'l't'S 

were requisite, the acts of the Fn'neh MU;-('l'nment ;dtvrJ 
such as is full and explicit. Cl<lampagI!Y, Duke IJI Call1ll'c, 
rninister of fOI'eign rehttions, in Iii, l'cl'Ol'l to his nwJesty the 
:Emperor and king, dated Paris 3d. Jilt cemhel', 1S10, sllld.ing 
or the ueerees of Bedin and IHilan, says e~,pl'ess~'"' "c\s 
.. long ~s England shall persist in Ill'[' oK'du's ill cou'r;("il, :pm' 
" ll1~jest.v will lJersist, in ~10l.!I' 1f('('I'i'c.~," 'rltall which iW :~"­
chu'ation can be more di,'eet not only th~~t the Her'lin and ~E­
Ian decl'Ces are unrcvokeu, hilt that th,'\" ;\,i!; "" !'ellL~;n, IIntil 
the English ol'uel's in eonucH are wi~}"in"\'n. Ami ill tll<' ad.. 
dres~ deliver'ed, by his imp-et'bl mll.l",/,r, Kap~',kon, to (h~ 
coulleil ofoommel'ce olll.he ;jl~l lUm'!·1I 1811. he dillS ucelal'cs 
" The deerces officl·lin amI :Milan an~ the fUO,Jllaliwn!al h;,,, 
'" or my Empire. FOI' the neutl'al navigathm I eon.,ill,,!, tho.:> 
,.' flag as an exie!lsion of tel'I'itory. The powel', wllil'h 5Uff't'l'S 

" its flag to btl violated, l.'antlOt b~ con~:ll':l';',l ;;, ne;.:il'al. 'UI'c) 

" fate of the Amln'iean eommeree win';'!.I~,a i)~' oeeidctl. r ,,;·n 
" favor it, it' the United States eO/l±'Iwm thelo:".·,'.h('s to Cp'so 
"(leer'ees. III a eOlitl'aJ'Y case .. tLil' \ (, . ." ,,],. will L" tll'iH D 

" fl'(jlll wY cDipil'C." 



& n!l :ts T:lftHI!! t'll" 1001 or l'lfarch last. in' a l'~pOl,·t of the 
F;:(:n('h ministf'r of forci~'l l'elaCions, ('ommunieated to' tlie 
eO',sl'rvativ., S.'nat?~ it is deelaJ,ed. "that as lon~ as the Bf'i­
;. ti~h (wlpl's i:J ('(PIIJI'iL :.tl'C not ,'('Yoked; :llit! till' Pi-iQeil,lt's of 
" the tl'ealy of PII·er·lll, in r·ela.ion to lIelltl'llJs put in fOI·ce. the 
" dl'f'I'I'('~ .:1' Bl'j'lill :\rlfl ~rihn. oll;:;htto suhsist; for the POWl'r'8 

" who SlIffi'T' their' flng (0 1)(' Ih'nationalisPlI," Iii 1I0ne of·(hese 
~H'~~' is thel'c any e ...... ('ption in faY'of' of the Unit(.d Stilles •. 
And on thl1 (·onll'.lry in thf' ,'epol·t of 'Mweh last, by pJat'ing 
those 11('('1"'('8 011 the basis of''' the Iwi,wi;I/es or the tl'catyof 
,. Ufl·l'(·h,." (he Fl·.mph Minish'r has extended the tm'ms 
(Jjf rt'vocati"l1 ''''~'()[HI aIL [!I'iul' \lJ·Ptf'llsinns. 

ThMI' W'\f) :iL,;~.;Ji'! lilt' I'(-'\'oealiun of' I!lt'se decrees.:ts itre­
!V!:,(d~ "d' i.nitl·\! Sht"" I'ely wholly upon the suspension of 
l' - c)";'\,ions of tllf' Fl't~n(',h Ill'izl" (·om·l.s. in n'lation. to sonie 
fev V(·",~'.·h. and tlw libel'alil)n of othel·~. by the sl'l'l'ial di­
)'{'('liml uf j'if' FI'{'nl'h Empl'l'or. Can (hel't' be stronger' pre­
Sll 'l llivl' nillt-,J('(', or the exis(pm'(' of those d"cref's than 'his":" 
t'",t lIO v s,;,·1 is exceptl'" f"om theil' O~wl,;\tit)n, ulltil aner 
t1il' !'; )e!'ia! excI·cise of the Emperol"s \I'm, iii (he pal·ticuhir 

h'thl' «I('I'>I'('('s wCl'e effi·rthpJ.\· ril'yo!ied. theJ'c wouldbr nG 
t::,,,tn"""; tll·if ,lOy WCI'(' made. lilwT·,ttiH!l would hI' a matter 
()f"imi'~!' and or g!'llt'l'a i I'igli,t; instead of heil1~ an att,d,· bC 
pal'ii"~:;'I1' f:,VOI", 0,' l"l\l!'il~f'. i~ it ('ur vexations and indulgei.­
cit'S Hi,,, 111I'o;!', thaI the jl!'Hple ol'lhe United State~ al'(, to a­
h:l'~; di t 1.,;,i,·(·oHl ;,H· .. • .. e and pl"a('d Is it fill' Stich rav<JI'~, f he,)' a're 
to ilvile till' (·aLdlli.h-s of'wal'? Hthe resoUl'CCS ofn'~otiatiofl 
WI'I'i·exh~llIstt-"'. had tilt' govPr"i'IIlH'nt nopowers I'emaining lodi~ 
minish thl' ('all~l'~lJfllajioi1al contl'uversy. by IlI'evrnlil'!g~;hu~es? 
Ariel' thi~. had if 110 pOW'~I'S In iH'ovide for protecting' ill:;jS:'Il­

faille and ilH\HIf'fant l+;hts. without waging a wa,' of offi,nt~e l 
1n the \'t';c;nlal' (·wI·pis/-,. or J{'gisl.atin· aud l'x('('lltive powells; 
mi:~ht 1101 tlw Eli.· Ui(jt"('! ~ of ink!·(''.. li}J' 0111' (,Ollllll'Y have been 
seeu,,'ed ('o:II\)I{:lely. by ('()n,isjen' :illll ,vlwiesllille ,)lans fOJ' de­
femHve p:'()leehon ? And would rinf <i nafional position. stJ·iet­
ly derens!vl', yd hH~hly '·P!';IlP\·talJit', lJave hpen h~ss bUI,then­
!lome t~,. tlw ,1\,0;,11" ; !Ia~ the' 1)l'uj{W terl \\ ad Would it not he 
more f;:I('rH~ly tH the (,tltl~t' or OUl' () \V 1\ s.',\ 'llen;-ffiOl'e sare' for 
our navlgatI,on ami C(I,nnll'f'ee; mf'I',' {'<lvol'allleto the i.llterl'sts 
of our 1l<"I'icultlll'e' less I I 'I I '" , mzal·\.,.,.~ to nallOlla (' 11I1';\I·tel'; 
mOi'e \Vol'lhy of a peol)\e 'J'''a! ,. I . 1'\ 1 . d ." ous 01 LH'II' I let'ty ani III elJeu'" dence? 

FOl'entel'jnl" into these h j'I" .' ., 
, • " l:> os .• Itll'S IS there allv ,thllJll'. JR 

t.lct f'·Jt'mhlllp. 01' commcl'ce f," [.' ,. •• . ~ • 
• ~ ti' 11' ' \ I a \HII' , 1'1 Ifs !latlll·t· V('rv m­"",res OlD. 01' a m·m,,.? \Vill t· .."..' 1.1 

• U~ l't:al'll1~ "1 t.ile sr.:auty Hew 
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of Fr~~e11 tmda, w ltich we seeI" I;) allY way ~0111JiI'nsate for 
the rich harvpst .of goeneral eommerC'e,\vlli;'h hy war we are 
about to abr.nilQn? ,Vhen el)tl'I'iJ1g .intQ a wal', with G,'eat' 
Britain, for eQmmereial rif.!;lIts and intl'l'('sts. it seem impos­
sible not tQ enquirl', intQ the stale ofoul' commercial l'('lalions 
with France, and the adv~ntages the United States ,will obtain. 
We may thus be enabled tQ jlldge whether the Ill'i'Zt' is wQrth 
the cQntest. 

By an offieial state:rilent, made to Cm1~l'eSS during the pre d 

sent session, H appears that of ~5,29i<,OOO dollars .of' don,estie 
prQductiQns of' the United States, exported f"Qm September 
30th, is lO, tQ OctQber ist, 18H, only t,t94.275 dQllars were 
exportcd tQ France and Haly, including Sicily, nQt a depend 
deney .of Pi'ance. 

Fl:anee is nQW depr(ved of aU her f~reign cQIQnies. and by 
reviewing t.tll'trade tvith that COllllh'y for !l(weral y('ara past 
and bef"ol'c the date of the Qj'ders in conneil. it will appeal' ~hatt 
exclusive of her fereign possessiQns, it has.been (',omp3J'aOvely 
inconsidt'rahle. The annexed statement Imll'ked A, htken. 
from om cial dQcuments, shQW s the quantity of particular al'ti­
des. the prodtwe .of tIle rnited ~,tates ~x\lorted to all the 
wodJ, distingui~hing the arilOui1t both tQ Fnl,nce and to Eng­
iaM and hei' dependenries from 1810 to 1811. From this 
statement it appears, hQW small a propol'tion, oftlle great sta­
ples .of Qui· country is taken ,~ by France. . 'YhiJe France re­
tained hcr colonies, her c?hmial pl'oduee fQund its way to (he 
mQther country through tlie United States" and our tl'alle with 
hel'in these articles, ,vas not incQnsiderable. But !>ilH~e she 
has been lJclll'1Ved of' her f'ol'eign llQssessions, and sinec the es­
tablishment of her JiuuniciipaI reg-ulations, as to.lic~llCes. this 
trade ha'l been in a grcatdegl'ee, alluihilated. With l'CSP('Ct to 
colonial }ll'oduce nQne can be imllQrted intQ Franee except from 
pal'tieul£u' POl'tS of the United States and under special imperial 
licences. l< .... Qr these lie<:nec3 ollr luel'chants must 11ay what , .. 

~ It appears by it that for twelve years past, France haa Iiot taken 
iB any yeiLr more than , 

C?tton 7,000,000 r:?un~ls \. TO!J!l.ccc: 16,000 HOf,3heads 
Rice 7,000 11erces Dried fish 87,000 QUllltals 

9f flour, naval stores 8,nd lumber, nOlle of any ill:pol'tnnce. 
It also appears, by it, that the ,mllual average t~ken by Frunce fot' 

twelye years, was, of 
Cotton 2,664,090 Pounds I Tobacco 5,927 Hogsheads 

: Hice 2,253 Tierces Fish 24,735 Quintals 
Of late years some of those articles ht\ve not been shipped at aB 

directly to France, but they have, probably, found tudl' \Yay thith'lir 
through the northern ports of Europe. 

D 



the agents of the French government think proper td demand. 
As to articles of .our domestic produc.(', they .aJ·e burdened 
'\vith such exorbitant duties. and are subjected to such regula­
tions and restrictians on their importation as, in ordinary 
times, will amount to a prohibition. On tbe 5th of August 
1810, the very day of the Duke of tadore's notell Jetter, a 
duty was imposed on aU sea-hland cotton, imported into France~ 
of'more than eighty cents per pound, and on other cotton of 
about sixty cents per pound, amounting to three~ 6r four, times 
tllcir original cost in the United States. And as tu tobacco, the 
French minister bere on the 2sd of July 1811, informed our 
~o,'ernD1cnt that it was" under an u.dministration (en regie) 
m :France; the administration (he say.s) is the only consumer 
and can purchase only the quantity necessary for its consump­
tion." And. by other regulations not more than onejifeeenth 
of an the tobacco consumed, in France, can be of foreign 
growth. The ordinary quantity of tobacco annua)]y consurn. 
~d in France is estimated at thirty thousand hogsheads, leav­
ing only about two thousand bogsheads of foreign tobacco to 
be purchasefl in France. . . 

In aduition to these impositions a'lul l'estl'ietions, the im-. 
porter is not left nt libel't.r wHb respect to his retnrD car_ 
go. By othcr ediets, he is COmlJelIed to vest the avails of 
his imllOrtations,if, afteJ.· paying duties and seizures, any 
remain,. ill snch articles 6f F['ench .llfoduce and manu­
facture, as the French government thinks proper to direct. 
Two thirds- at least must be laid out in silks and the other third 
in win~8, brandies, and ether articles, of' that country. '1'6 
show that thh account of OItr commercial relations wi-th Fran('c 
does not rest on (loubtflll auth{)rity, the undersigned w ouM 
refer to thc statements and declarations of 6111' governJrlent on 
this subjeet. III a letter f.'om Mr. Smith, the late Secretary 
of State, to the mjni~ter ofFI'ance hel'e, of' the :l8th Deeember 
1810, speakillg of om' trade to' that countr'y, under its regula­
tions, afterthcprp,tended repeal orthe dccrees, MI'. Smith says' • 
.. The !'cSll'jetif.'l1s of ~ he Hedin and Milan decrees h[ld tbe 
dTeet of l'l'stmining ti'!e American mere,hants froll) sending 
their "essels to :F,'ance. 'I'he interdictions in the system 
th:lt has ber'n suhstitntrll, against the admission of Ameriean' 
l1roduct~, will IJaYl~ the effect ofimposing upon them an eqnat 
restraint :' 

"If then. fol' the l't'Yoke<1 tleeree5, municipal laws, producing 
HIe same (~(Jmm(,I'cjal efl'eet have beeR !5ubstituted,the mode 
only, and Bot the meilslll'C, Ims \mdergone an alteration. And 
however f1'uc it may be, that the change is lawful in form, it 
''<1 I}PYPJ,thcless, 'IS l1'w', (hat it is esseRtial~y unfriendly,. aDd 



that it does not at aU comport with the ideas. illspi!'ed by your­
letter ~f ~he 27th ult, in which you were pleased to dcclare 
th,e ,. <h,stmctly pl'onoun~ed intention of his imperial majesty 
of favormg the cOlnmcl'C1ul relations, hetween Franre and thl"< 
United States, ~n all the objects ofimffie, which shall evidently 
proceed fl'om their' agriculture, or manufactIlJ'es," •• IfFl'unce. 
by her own acts, has blockaded np her POI'lS aO'ainst the in­
troduction of the produ('.ts of the Unit~d State;~ what motiv{~ 
has this government, in a diseussion with u third power, t(, 
insist on the pJ-ivilege of going to France? 'Vhence the in­
ducement, tu nrg'c the annulment of a blockade of Fran~e, 
when, if annuIltHI. no AUH,rican I.argoes cO'lld oLtain a mar­
ket ill nny of hel' pOl't~ ? In suell a state ofthings, a bloekadb 
or the coast ofFI'ance would be, to the United Stales, as Ull­
impol'tant, as wouliJ be a blockade (.If the 130ast of thc Caspian 
sea." 

And so far has the French empeI'Ol' beeiJI from relaxing, iu 
whole. or in part. these odious regulations as to liS, in coifse­
quence of ollr submitting to give up OUl' J):nglisli tl'adc. that 
they havc been maue a subject of special instruc(,ions, to the 
minister, who has been sent to the court of France. l\'lr.1\'1on­
roe. in his letter of instructions to 1\11" Barlow of July 26,1811, 
says, "Your early amI particular attention will be drawn to 
the great subject of the eommel'cial relation, which is to sub­
sist. in future, between the United State§l and :France, 'l'be 
President expects that the commerce of the United States will 
be placed, in the ports of France, on such a footin,g as to aftonl 
it a fa~r mar'kct; and to the industry and entel'priG,e of tJleil' ci­
tizens, a reasonable encouragement. An arl'angement to this: 
effect was looked for, immediately after the revoeatioH oCtile 
de<lrces, but itappcarsfrom the documents, ill this department, 
that tbat was not the ('.ase; 011 the contrary that. our COIILIIU'I'Cc. 

lias been snlijcctccl to the greatest discoul"agement, 01' l'athe,., to 
the most opprcsBivc l'estraints; that the vessels, whidl carried 
eotIee sugat' &c. though sailing dh'ectly from the United States 
to a French port, were held ill a stat~ ofsequcsh'ation, on the 
llL'intil11e, that the trade was prohihited, and that the impor­
tatiOtl of these articles was not only unlawful, but cl'lminal; 
that even the vessels, which carl'jed the ullquestionable produc­
ti0115 or tbe UnitEd States, were exposed to great and expensive 
delays to tedious investigations, iUllnusual forllls, and to ex­
OI'OitUht duties, In short that the ol'dinary usnges of com­
merce between fl'iendly nations wcre abandoned." 

Again Mr. J\1:onroe, in the same letter, says, "Jfthe ports 
of Fl'allee, and her allies are not opened to the commerce 
Ji' the United States, on a liberal scale and on fair conditions .. 



pf what avail to them. it may he asl,\.ed, will be the rcyooatiolJ 
of the British orders in co'Ulleil? In contending for the re­
vocation of these orders. so rar as it was a o~ject 0(' interest, 
the United States had in view, a tr:ade to the ('olltinent. It 
was a fnirJegitimate object arnl worth contemliTlg for, 'vhil~ 
l<'rance enc01L!,rr,ged ~t~ ,But jf s~e sh'-!ts l~e,: port~ o,n 011,1" com~ 
meree, or burdens It wIth heavy dulles, tIl at motive IS at an 
end." He agnin says," YOll will see the i,njust;ce and en­
deavour to preYQnt the neeessityof bringing ~n return for A­
inerimin cargoes; sold hi'France. an equ'al amol1~t inth~ 1Jro­
duce, or man:ifactw·es ~f that cotmtry. "No such obliganon i~~ 
imposed on Prcnell merrhants,trading to the United States. 
'rheyenJoy tllC liberty of selHng theil' cargoes for cash, aU(~ 
taking hack what they pleased fl'om this coifntry. in .. etlll'n. It 
is indispensable,tilat thl1 tra(ll~ be free; that all Amel:j,'an cl': 
ti7.pns engaged in it b~ i)laepd 0\1 the same' footing'. , and. wit~ 
this view. that tlw system of carrying it on, by l.(cenres, gr,mt: 
cd by FI:encli agent; be hllllle~jatcly aritl{IHCl~." ' 

1 he tleiopatche'$ fl'onl' M I', Badbw, by ih~ llornet, most clearly 
"how that the exftpctat~on8' afoul' government have not ~ol1ly not 

, been realized, but that evell the tlromiee' obtained, by our miPlister 
are of a very unsatisfactor'y n~tUl'e. Indeed while Bonap'arte is send­
ing armies to the nortl, of Eu I'Qpe, to 'take possession of the port~ 
on the Baltic, l1;1ld,by his fast sailin,g Squad~ons, is burning Ameri~ 
~an vessel,s, on the A,ttantic,al\ e~pe!;ta~,?ns of a fre.e tra,de [l'Olll 
france, must be worse tha,n Ilain. ", 

Notwithstanding the "if)~cnc~ of the belligerynt~, wc~ the reo 
strictioll~ Of QUI' OI1/,I'l 1!0vernlTlent removed, the' commerce 'of the 
United £tates might 6~ extensive and profitable, It is well known 
that fl'om the ~allantl'y of our seamen, if merchant vessels wel'e 
allowed to arm and a~soci:lte, 'fol' self <I€fence, they would be ahle 
to repel many unlawful aggl'essions, ' The dttngel' of capture' woul<l 
be diminished, amI in reiatilJn to' one of the belligerents atleast, tbe 
risk, undel' liuch circumstances, would soon be ~easu,l'ed by in5U1', 
ance. ~ 

The discu5~ion3 of OUl' g'l)vernment, in relation to the British 
orders in council, give a cUt'rency to' the opinion that they exist, 
~ilhoLlt any modification according to .he extent of the, l1,rst pl'inci":, 
pIes, 'on Ivhich they were issued: And the FrencQ 1nin~5tei', ill' his 
!astcommunication, on this suhject, niade totheConsel'vativ~ Senate, 
on the I Oto o~ ~ar,ch la~\;, spe:) KS of the hlo~~a~]'e of the 10th of May' 
1809 '~as an~,ll~jlatll1g the rf(~hts of all m,arlUme states, and pllttin~ 
Ul1<l'er IIltercllCtiotl whole coasts and emplI'es;" and of the erders in 
(!ouncil of 1807, a~ thOlll1;hstill subsisting, and tbat' acc;.ol'ding to 
tht<il' principles a\.l vessels were -compelled" to ~ay a tribtlte te 
England, and all cargoes a tariff to het' <:ustom!i.',' \Vhat the real 
~xtent and principle of the blackade of May 1806 wore, have already' 
lJeen explained, With respect to the Bl'itish orders of 1807, thO) 
~r\.1th i5; tt1ct by a nc,,- nller issued on the 2(,tl1 of Al)1-i! 1 e09 t,l,p, 
"~ , • ~" .' ' ." '.. ' • .. ..J f • _, • _, • ~ ... 



were revoked 01' modified, and the obnoxious transit duty called by. 
the French :\1ini~ter "tribute and tariff" waS done away. T~(- new" 
orclel' of Apl'il 1809, IV hich, is now the sUbject of compl"iHt is Ii '"ited 
~o " ~II the ports and place" as tUI' north as the river Em5, in­
clusivelr, undel' the c',overnmcnt styling- itself t~e Kingdom 
!Jf Holl~nd, ;IIlU all PfJl'ts and p!ae,cs uncle I' the !,;overnment of 
F'\I:lCC", to~",ther witll lhe colonies, pLtntations, and ~ettlement~ in 
the PO'S''''>lon of tluse y;ovcrllrne!lts "espcctively, and fill p,"'tl and 
places III the northern pClrts uf Italy, to be reckoned from lh.:: ports 
ofO";,ir,:ilu and P'csal'u, inclusivelv" 

Tie dfoct then ot' the Bnlisll o\'(lel's of blockarle, now in force, 
is to d"pl'lv: 11'; or the cOITI,ncorce of Fr~ncc, HolJa\1'1 and a part of 
ltaly, And ("CY lcc\I'e OP"11 tn U5 tlqe COlTIlnerce of all the rest of 
t;',e world. \V'I It llLlt b iO IJ;:: eSI ill1:1te n",IY be form~c1 bv I'ecnr­
rellce to the sllbjoined t:J.IJ1,~, which eKhibits the o;tale of our cOln­
fl1el'ce dlll'in~ 1806 ,md 1807 -The tW(, la,t years ~ntece(lent h t!w 
operation of OU1' "estl'ictive system Bv that table it "PP'Odl'-; that 
the .. due of lhe expol'ts of our domestic products to France 
Holland and Italy was dUl'jUg th,)~e tWe> YetlI'S,* at an Lwel'a~e only 
of about air and a half mitlia'l~ of doLLars, ,\Vhereas the average of 
Olll' domestic exports, to all other parts of the world, and which are 
now left,rl'ee, to us not\Vith~tanding the effect of the British orders 
in council exceed thirty eight milZioll&!, So extensive ;j cOlnmerce, 
it is propo~ed to surrender, for the restricted trade the French emoe-

. rO!' will allcl\v. A trade bmdened by impo~itions, or harrassed ~r 
vexation is, from French domination, and Fre~ch uouanifr8. Of' 
custom house officers, in almost every port .of continental Eu­
l'ope .. 

AI; in the scale of commel'cial advanta~es FI'8nce has little to offer. 
in return, fOI' the many ObVlOUS haz;arus, which according to the 
wi~h of hel' Emperor, tbe United States are about to incur; so, in 

" Val ue or articles of domestic pl'oduce, exported to all the world. 
In 130(;;. In 1807. 

\Vhole Amount 541,253,727 'Vhole Amotlllt ?648,699,59~ 

To France 
To Holland, no\'! 
part 0f f'rance 

'fo Italy 
,j,f:,n0,OGI:, 

185,3M, 

7,02:1,005 

To England and 
depel'ldencies I J, 179,981 

'1'0 all other parts 
of the world 15,051,740 

34,231,721 

2,716,14L 

3,098,23" 
250,257 

6,064,632 

27,915,077 

14.,719,883 



the moral estimate of natisnal prospects, thet'e i$little character tQ 
gain, or consolation to expect, in the dark scene of thin~lI, on which 
'We are entering. ' 

A nation, like the United State~, happy in its great local relations; 
removed from the bloody theatre of Europe; with a maritime bor­
der, opening vast fields far enterprize;-with hll'ritorial possessions, 
exceeding, every real want ;-its firesides safe ;-its altars undefil:' 
ed ;-from invasion nothing to feal' ;-ft'om acquisition Aothing ta 
hepe ;~how ahall such a nation look to heaven for its smiles, while 
throwing away, as though they were worthless. all the blessings and 
joys, which peace and such a distinguished lot, indude? "Vith 
what prayers can it address the most high, when it prepal'es, to pOUl' 
forth its youthful rage, upon a n~ighuOl'ing people; from whose 
strength, it ha~ nothing tp dread, from whose devastation it has no­
thing to gain? 

If our ills were of a nature, that war would remedy; if Will' would 
compensate any of our losses; or remove any of our complaints, 
there might be some alleviation of the !\u{fering, in the ch"l'm of 
the prespect, But how will war upon the land, protect commerce 
wpon the ocean? What balm has Canada for wounded hOr.lQur ? 
How are OUt' mariners benefited by a war, which exposes these, whQ 
are free, without pl'Omising release to those, who al'e impressed? 

But It is said that war is d!lmanded by honour. ~s national honour 
2 principle, which thirsts aftet' vengeance, and is appeased, only, by 
blood; whi'ch, trampling o~ the hopes of man, and spurning the law 
6£ God, untaught by wha~ is past,and careless of what is to come, 
l-J<l'ecipitates itself illto any folly, or madne.ss, to gratify a selfish va­
nity, ')r to satiate some unhallowed t"age? If honour demands a war, 
'with England, what opiate lulls that bonour to sleep over the 
wrong$ done llS by France? On land~ robberie~, sei:z;ures, impri­
sonments, by French authoriiy; at sea, pillage, sinkings, bumings, 
under French OI'ders. These are notorious, Are they Ul~felt be­
cause they a,'e Fl'ench? ~s any alleviation, to be found in the cor­
respondence and humiliations of the present Ministel' Plenipoten­
tiary of the United States at the French Court? In his communica­
tions to our govemment, as before the public, wl1()re i~ tbe cau~e 
lor now selecting Francy, as the friend of oel' country and England 
as tbe enemy? ' 

If no illusions of perspnal feelillg, and no solicitu,de fo.!' elevation 
uf place, ibould be permitted to misguide the public councils; if it' 
is, indeed, honorable for the true statesman to co'nsult the public 
welfare, to prol'ide, in truth, for the public defence, and impose no 
yoke: of bondage ; with full kno\vledge of the wrongs inflicted by the 
French, ought the govel'l1meat of this counU'Y1 to aid the French 
uuse, by engaging in war, against the enemy of France? Tn BU P:­
ply the waste-of such a war and to meet the appropriations of milo, 
lions 6xtraordinary, for the war e)\:penditures, must our Jeliow.-citi­
zens, throughout the union, be doomed to sustain the bUl'den of 
war-taxes, in variQus forms of direct and indirect impositIOn? FOI' 
official information, respecting the millions deemetL requisite for 
chaJg-es of the wal' i fOl' like information, respectmi? the n!'-ture and 
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amount of taxes, c'::('med reguisiti for dl·[twing those millions from 
the community, it is here hl1fficient to refer to cstimr,tes and reportS' 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury and the Committee of \Vays 
amll\1eans, "nd to the body of resolutions, passed in March la5t, ir: 
the House of Representati ves, 

It would be some relief to our anxiety, if amends were likeh' t(]l 
be made, fm' the weakness and wildnclIs of the project, by the j'; ll­

dence of the preparation. But in no a~pect of thi$ (lnomalous atroir 
can we trace the gre<1t and distinctive properties gf wisdGm. There 
is seen a headlong rushillg, illto difficulties, \~ith little calculation 
about the meatls and little concern about the conseguences. vVith 
a nm'y comparatively lJomillal, we are about to enter ill to the list5 
against the greatest marine on the globe. vVith a commerce, up .. 
protected and spread ovel' every ocean, we propose to make profit 
by privateering-, and for this endanger the wealth, of which we are 
honest proprietors. An invasion is threatened of the colonies of a 
power} which, wilLout putting a new ship into commission, or tak-· 
ing al10ther SOlc::CT into pay, can spread alarm, or desolation along 
the extensive 1:': I~e of our seaboard. The resources of Otl!' cOllntry, 
in their natural ~tate, great beyond our wants, or our hopes <Ire im­
paired by the effect of artificial r€straints. Before adequate fOL,tifi­
cati~ns are prepared for dome~lic defence, before men, or money 
are provided lor a war of IIttack, why hasten into the micht of 
that awful contest, which is hying waste Europe? It cmmot be con­
cealed, that to engage, il~ the present war against England is to> 
place ourselves on the side of France; and cxp05es us to the vassal­
age of states, serving under the banners of the French Emp€ror. 

The undersigned cannot refrain from asking', w hat are the Unit­
ed States to gain by this war? 'Will tbe gratification of some pri 
vateersmen cempensate the Ilation for t1Jat S\\'':':(:p of our legitimate 
commerce by the extended marine, of our (lnerny, which this despe= 
rate act invites. \Vill Canada compensate the middle states, for 
New York; or the ",estem slates for New Olleans ? Let us not be 
deceived. A war of invasion may invite a retort of invasion. "\II/hem 
-.ve visit the peaceable, and, as to us innocent, colonies of G rellt Britain 
with the horrors of war can we be assured that our own coast \V if, 
not be visited with like horrors? 

At a cr~sis of the wodd ~uch as the present, and under imprc5-
sions such as these, the undersigned could not consider the war, in 
wh:ch the O. States, have, In ~ecret been precipitated, as necessary, 
or required by any moral duty, (,I' allY 1l01itical expediency 

GEORGE SULLIVA:,,-. 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN, 

ABIJH. BIGELOW, 

ELIJAH BRIGHAM, 

WILI,IAM ELY, 

JOSIAH QUINCY9 



mttlAM REED, 
SAML. TAGGART, ... 

I .. ABAN 'wilE A ,!;ON,· 

LEONARD lVBI1'E; 

RICHA:RD JACKSON, -Jun. 

ELlSliA R. l>OT'I'ER, 

EPAPBRODITUS CHAMPION 

JNO. DAVENPORT, Jun, 

LYMAN LAW; 

JONA. O. :l'I10SELEY, 

TIMO. PITKIN, JUll, 

LE'VIS B. STURGES, 

BENJXMIN TALLMADGEp 

II. BLEECKER, 

JAMES EMOTT .. 

ASA FITCH, 

THOS n. GOLD, 

JAMEs MILN OR; 

H. ~I. RIDGELY, 

C. GOLDSnOROUGIl 

PHILIP B. KEY, 

PHILIP STUART; 

JOHN BAKER, 
• < 

JAMES BRECKENRIDG:E; 

JOS. LEWIS, Jun. 

TII08. WILSON, 

A. M'BRYDE, 

'OS, FEARSONi 
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NOTE A. 

'Juan/fly ()f particular lu·tiL'leJl, the jzroduce of the United State8, t·if..'­

,porkd, from 1800 to 1811, viz: 

COTTON; 
To all parts of the ~uorld. 1'0 FranC(: To Englaml, 

Ibs. Ibs. Ills. 
1800 17,789,803 none. 16,179,51.') 
1801 20,911,201 844,7211 18,953,065 
IS02 27.50 I ,Q7 5 1,907,849 ~3,473.925 
180S 41,105,62l 3,821,840 27.757,307 
1804 38 1 18,O,j.l 5,946,848 25,770.748 
ISG5 40,383,491 4,504,329 32,571,071 
1806 27,491.282 7,082,118 24,256,457 
1807 66,612,737 6,11 ... 358 53,ISO,2Il 
1808 12,064,346 2,087,450 7,992,593 
1809" 53.:: 10,225 none direct. 13,365.987 
1810t 93,874,201 do. 35,171,915 
1811t 62,186 do. 4.6,872,452 

lUCE. 
To oil parts of the world. To France. To England ::so Col;. 

Tiel'ces. Tierces. Tierces. 
1800 112,055 none. 77,547 
1801 94,866 ~,724 65,022 
1802 79,822 7,18b 27,393 
1803 81,838 3,116 33,200 
1804 78,385 6,014 !:4·,~j75 

1805 56,830 1,601 24,';37 
1806 102,627 3,392 39,298 
IS r '7 94.692 3,006 37,411 
1808 9,228 none direct; 4,298 
1809 116907 do. 22,138 
1810 131,341 do. 31,118 
1311 119,356 do. 40,045 

* In 1809, in consequence of the embnrgo and non-intercourse 
act,4 millions pounds of Cotton were shipped for Madcira, 10 and a 
half 1nillions to the Floridas, 6 millions to Fayal and other Azure s, 
1 millioFl and three quarters to Portug"l, and 10 millions to Swcden. 

t 1810, about 4 millions of p(Junds of Cotton were shipped for 
Spain, :3 millions for Portugal, :3 millions fOl' Madeira, 10 milliom 
for Floridas, 2 millions for Europe generally, 4 willio1l5 fo!' Faral 
and the Azore~, 14 millions for Denmark and Norway, anLl 5 mil­
lions for'Sweden. 

f In 1211, 9 millions of \luunels of Cotton were shippeLl for Russi:\. 

E 



TOBACCO. 
To all/*rtll if the r6orl(l. To If'ra,nce. 

1800 
1801 
]802 
180S· 
1804 
IB05 
1806 
1807 
j808 
1809 
1810 
HIll 

Hhds. Hhd$. 
78,680 143 
103,758:;,006 
77,721 16,216 
86,291 9,815 
,113,34$ 14,623 
11,252 12,135 
8S,18G 9,182 
62,232 2,276 

9,576 566 
~3,921 n.one direct. 
84,134 do. 
!5,828 S6i 

FISH. Dried 0'1' Smoked. 

To England f.:t Cr-lil. 
Hhds. 

S7,798 
55,256 
29,93ji1 
"7,829 
24,700 
18,169 
~6,271 
21,041 

2,526 
8,965 

24,067 
~0,S"2 

To ell jlart~ of the 'World. . To France. To" 8ncland 1$ Colflt 
Quintals. Quintals. Quintals. 

J 800 3~2,727 none. 141,420 
J801 410;948 1,687 111,QS() 
1802 440,925 27,O~7 92,67~ 
180S 461,870 S,491 71,495 
1804; 567,8211 3,765 76,822 
1805 514,549 13.004 55,676 
1806 537,451 19,347 66,37r 
1807 413,924. 87,654 55,242 
1808 155,808 16,144 26,99,g 
1809 $45,648 none, 66,566 
IS19 280,804 2,150 .55,456 
Hi U 216,387 28,622 43,242 

PICKLED FISH. 
None eiported tg European ,France. 

FLOUR. 
'1'0 all jlllTts of the 'World, 'TQ France. To En~land €7 CQ[II. 

Bbl:;;. BbIs. Bbl", 
1800 653,05~ none. 395,739 
180\ 1,102,444 none. '158,0~" 
1802 1,156,248 14,628 484,88~ 
1803 ],311,853 18,045 ~02,OOIi 
i804 210,008 1,074 258,515 
1805 777,513 none. :235,171) 
)805 78~724 );lone. 308,042 
~807 1,249.819 none. 619,91& 
1808 263,813 none, 73,084 
1809 246,247 none. 230,822 
UliO 798,431 none. 192,477 
1~11 1,445,Q ~2 ~,966 27.5,53~ 
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NAVAL STORES.-TAR. 

T(J all flares of the world. To France. To England t7 CO,lo, 
RbIs. RbI,. RbIs. 

1800 59,410 none. 58,793 
1801 67,487 none. 62,632 
180Z 37,491 797 21,330 
180S 78,989 none; 75,295 
180' 58,181 do. 45,210 
1805 '12,745 do. 59,43~ 

1896 62,723 do. SO,663 
1807 59,282 do. 51,232 
1808 18,764 de. 17,7 0 
}809 128,090 do. ~3,072 

1810 87,310 do. 50,021 
1811 149,795 do. 123,03.1, 

TURPENTINE. 
1800 33,129 none. :32,580 
1801 :35,413 do. 35,143 
1802 Si,764 do. 36,769 
1803 61,178 do. 60,732 
1804 77,825 do. 76,950 
1805 95,640 do. 94323 
1806 74,731 do. 71,854 
1807 53,451 do, 52,i07 
180~ 17,061 do. 17,009 
1809 77,398 do. 22,885 
1810 62,912 do. 36,995 
1811 100,242 do. 97,250 

LUMBER. 
Of the vast quantities of Lumber exported from 1800 to 181 i~ 

{july a few Staves :md Heading went to France, as follows, viz; 
Thou&ands of Staves and Hfa.ding. 

1801 6,349 
1803 357 
1804 ~ 321 
1805 466 
1806 716 
1807 614 
1808 105 


