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RECIPROCITY TREATY 
,U TO 

THE FISHERIES, TRADE WITH BRITISH NORTHAMERI­
CAN COLONIES, &c. 

COALS. 

Proposition/or reciprocai arrangement to admit United St~:,coals into the 
five BTitish North America.n Provinces; and the coals oJ. the' Provincel 
into the United States; free 0/ duty. 

. !... ~ 
..... J, 

.It is not surprising that a propositi?l1 to adm.i~ any fo~eig~.ooals :into 
thIS country, free of duty, should recelve OppOSItion fmm. tbe:h.oRte cQal 
interests. It may also be expected that such opposition wilL he aided 
by somA other interests which contemn the principles 'of free and 1J!llre­
stricted trade and commerce, and uphold the doctrine'Q(prOtection, .by 
a high tariff of duties, on such imports as may compete with our home 
industry. . . -, . _ '. ' 

It is freely conceded, that if the policy of protection by-stIch means, 
can be', constitutionally and rightfully main~ained, therQ.are no arti~Jes 
that have stronger claims tb its enforcement, in this behhl-fi.tOan the 
articles of COAL and' IRON. They are both articles of ~riple -necessity, 
and there are no convenient and sufficient substitutes for tli~ . .il'{aiIable 
to the whole country. Every section of the confederacy teelhs with 
these important elements of national independence, pth'spe.rity, '~d 
wealth. Our mountains, plains, and valleys are filled with them, in ali 
their different varieties. Capital, and labor, and enterpiiSlJ,~'are noW-­
ever needed for their development. It will not be disputed, in this 
paper, that if the money, industry, and energy of our own people.can 
be stimulated to engage in the wor k of development by legitimate. means, 
not zm;judicifll (0 other inc/ustrial int~rests, those means should be ~I!ted. 
That other mterests should be sacnficed to uphold those of ooal.and .aron; 
and that the latter, important as they are admitted to be, oughtlto tOll­
trol every, or any other branch of home industry, of any sectioo~'of the 
Union, it is presumed, will not be contended by the most zealous; cer­
tainly not by the most prudent and sagacious advocates of these two 
great mineral products. 

The following memoranda show the duties that heretofore have been 
.. )I~. 

,~ ,r 
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imposed on foreign coals imported into the U.nit~d States, from th~ or­
ganization of the federal government up to this tIme: 

DUTIES ON IMPORTED COALS. 

By tariff of July 4, 1789, (went into force August 1,1789,) per bushel 2 cents. 
Do •••. Aug. 10, 1790 .••••• do ..••••• Dec. 31,1790, .... do.... 3 ... do. 
Do •••• May 2, 1792 .••••. do ..••••. June 30,1792, .••. do.... 4~ .. do. 
Do •••• June 7,1794 •••••. do .•••••. June 30, 1794, •••. do.... 5 ••. do. 
Do .••• Jan. 29,1795 •••••. do .•••... March 31, 1795, •••• du.... 5 .•. do. 
Do .•.. Mar. 3,1797 •••••• do .•.•.•. Juue 30,]797, •••. do •••• 5 .•. do. 
Do •••• May 13, 1800 •••••. do .•••••• June 30.1800, .••. do.... 5 .•. do. 
Do •••• Mar.27,1804 .•• _ •. do .••• _ •• June 30,1804, •••. do •••• 5 .•. do. 
Do •••• July 1, 1812 •••••• do .•••••• July ]2,1812, •••• do._ •• 10 cents-war dutie •. 
Do •••• Apl. 27, 1816 .••••. do .•••••• June 30,1816, •••• do.... 5 cents. 
Do •••• May 22, 1824 •••••. do .•••••• June 30,1824, .••. do.... 6 ••. do. 
Do •••• May 19, 1828 •••••. do .•••••• Sept. 1, 1828, •••. do~._. 6 ••. do. 
Do .••• July 14,1832 .••••. do .•••••. March 3,1833, •... do.... 6~ •. do. 

The compromise act of March 2, IS33, chap. 55" vol. 3, Statutes of Umted States. p. 629, 
graduated the reduction of this duty by a prescribed scale. 

Do •••• Aug. :30, 1852 •••••• do ..• _ ••. Aug. 30, Itl42, per ton, • L 75; 
being about 69.28 per cent. ad valorem, and the same act imposed a duty on coke, or eulm of 
coal, of 5 cents per bushel, equal to about 161.94 per cent. ad valorem. 

By the tariff act of July 30, 1846, which went in force Dece.mber 
1, 1846, and is now in force, the duty on coals, coke, and culm IS, 30 
per cent. ad valorem. 

The tariff bill reported by the Committee of Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives, at this session, proposes a duty on im­
ported coals, and on coke or culm, of 20 lJer cent. ad valorem. Mr. Sec­
retary Guthrie, in the finance report of this session, recommends coals, 
and coke or culm, to be charged 26 per cent. ad, valorem. 

The British provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ask, that 
in the convention for the settlement of the fishery dispute, and regulat­
ing the trade between the five British North American Provinces and 
the United States, it may be stipulated that provincial coa.ls be admitted 
into the United States, and United States coals into the Provinces, free 
of duty. 

Neither Canada, Prince Edward's Island, nor Newfoundland, 
have any coal mines now worked, or that can be worked for many 
years, and the coal mines of New Brunswick are mostly in the interior, 
and are not deemed of very great importance at the present time. Ex­
cepting for a species of asphaltum, the New Brunswick mines have not 
been much worked of late years, and never profitably, and no coals of 
consequence have been exported irom that province. Last year, it is 
believed, no coals or asphaltum were sent to the United States from New 
Brunswick, whilst considerable quantities of anthracite coal were sent 
thither from the United States. 
. State!llent A; (placed for convenience in an appendix,) and the tables 
It contams, exhlblt the extent and value of the coal minAS in all the five 
provinces, their area, annual product heretofore and now, cost of coals 
at the. mines, kinds and qualities of coals, &c., also sundry British and 
Colonwl accounts of the exports from, and imports into the colonies of 
coals, for diflerent past years, distinguishing their coal trade with ~he 
United States. 
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From the statement and accounts referred to, it will be quite ap­
parent, that the only provincial coals imported into the United States, 
the importation whereof can be increased, or that will be encouraged 
by the proposed reciprocal arrangement, are the coals of the province of 
Nova Scotia, usually called the" Pictou," or" Sidney," coals. 

The following tables, (B, C, D, E, and F,) have been compiled from 
the officially published annual reports of the" Commerce and Naviga­
tion of the United States", by the Treasury Department, and in con­
nexion with the British and Colonial accounts contained in statement 
A, exhibit fully the trade of the United States, in foreign and domelftic 
coals, with other countries. 

B. 

Statement of the quantity and value of coals imported, and foreign coals exported, 
from 1821 to 1853. 

Coals imported. Foreign coals exported. 

Years. i 
• Quantity. Average Value. Rate of Duties. Quantity • Average Value. 

cost per duty per cost. 
bushel. bushel. 

Bwhels. Cem.. Dollar.. Cent.. DoUar •. Bushel •. Cent.. Dollar •• 
le~I .......... 627,737 14.55 91,352 5 31,386 8,318 29.45 2,4.10 
1822 .......... 970,828 14.39 139,790 5 48,541 4,167 25.87 1,078 
1823 .......... 854,983 13.05 111,639 5 42,749 2,846 38.82 1,105 
1824 .......... 764,815 14.58 111,545 ) 39,178 2,414 36.20 874 
1825 .......... 72-2,255 15.02 108,527 

I 
43,335 4,140 31.04 1,285 

1826 .......... 9.0,021 15.01 145,562 58,201 1,080 27.77 300 
1827 •••••••••• 1,127,388 12.65 142,677 67,643 180 36.66 66 
1828 .......... 906,200 11.51 104,292 ~ 6 54,372 1,743 39.13 682 
1829 .......... 1,272,970 11.47 145,99'2 76,378 4758 44.01 2,094 
1830 .......... 1,640,295 12.48 204,773 

I 
98,417 12;480 23.49 2,932 

1831. ......... 1,022,245 10.59 108.250 61 334 4,339 23.05 998 
1832 .......... 2,043,389 10.03 211;017 122;603 ............ . ......... .......... 
1833 .......... 2,588,102 10.11 261,575 J 155,286 8,784 19.53 1,716 
1834 .......... *2,005,522 9.98 200,277 5.60 Jl2,303 15,326 20.36 3,120 
1835 .......... *1,679,119 8,54 143,461 5.57 93,541 7,09'2 20.78 1,474 
1836 .......... *3,036,083 8.07 244,995 5.12 155531 16,450 32.63 5,367 
1837 .......... *4,268,598 8.48 362,079 5.14 219;375 5,570 32.05 1,785 
1838 .......... *3 614 320 8.53 308,591 4.71 17U,316 75,371 27.27 20,554 
1839 .......... *5;083;424 8.18 415,761 4.69 238,449 186,326 26.10 48,640 
1840 .......... *4,560,287 8.49 387,238 4.28 195,149 )52,987 25.12 38,437 
1841 .......... *4,351,032 8.48 369,3.<;2 4.28 186,185 474,2-29 16.25 76,040 
1842 .......... *3,962,610 9.61 380,635 4.30 170,492 392,754 13.68 53,716 

Tons. Per ton. Dollars. Per ton. DollaTS. Ton •.. Per ton. Dollar.. 
1843 .......... 41,163 $283 116,312 $175 72,035 8,M7 $402 34,414 
1844 .......... 87,073 272 236,963 .......... 152 377 10,590 314 ~;~~ 1845 .......... 85,776 261 223,919 . ......... 150;108 11,364 316 
1846 .......... 156,853 241 378,597 . ......... 274,49'2 1l,625 36O 41,906 
1847 .......... 148,021 251 370,985 30 per ct. 178,230 12,982 309 40,llO 
1848 .......... 196,251 235 461,140 . ......... 138,342 12,298 277 34,143 
1849 .......... 198 213 206 409,282 . ......... 122,784 IO,II8 267 27,028 
1850 ......... 180;439 210 378,817 . ......... 113,645 6,480 262 16,962 
1851. ......... 214,774 223 4;9,785 . ......... 143,935 344 491 1,600 
1852 .......... 183,015 222 406,841 .......... 122,052 350 339 1 189 
1853 .......... 231,508 212 490,010 . ......... 147,003 499 304 1;519 

• 
• Under the compromise act of March 2, 1833, chapter 55, 4th volume United States Statutes, page 629. 
From 11!21 to 1842, inclusive, tbe quantity imported and exported is stated in bushels. From 1843 to 1853 tbe 

quantity is given in tons. 
The colonial currency is $4 00 to the pound, the pound Sterling is reckoned at $4 84. A New Castle chaJ­

dron of coal is 53 cwt, or about 72 bushels. A Nova Scotia chaldron is 42 bushels, (generally measuring 48,) 
3,360 Ibs. A London chaldron is 36 bushels. A Boston retail chaldron is 2,500, sometimes 2 700 Ibs. The 
ton is 2,240 Ibs., see act of Congress, August 30, 1842, vol. 5, L. U. S. p. 567. Anthracite coals are always 
measured hy the ton. Bituminou8 coal. nre estimated ~ busbels per ton. A busbe\ of dry Bituminous coal 
wei,hs from 80 to 85 lb •• 



.. ~'i c. 
Import. into the United States of foreign mineral coals in 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, (years ending June 30,)from Oommerce and NatJiga· 

lion Report of the United States, showing the declared value per ton, and aggregate value and duties-duty thirty pet cent. ad valorem under 
tariff of 1846. Vide Finance Report of 1853, p(J,/le 57. 

From-

IB5O-page 256. 

Tons. 
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Value. 

]B51-page 262. 
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., 
I Value. Tons. .... ., 
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IB52-page 254. IB53-page 254. Duties 30 per cent. 
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~ 
Tons. Value. I 

., 
I Value. Tons. .... 

CD 

'" 
1851. 18(iO. 1252. 1653. 

~ ;; 
:> 

Sweden and Norway............. .......... ...... .......... 305 $141 $431.......... ...... .......... 203 $140 $284.......... $li9 ......... , $8Ii 
Denmark........................ 63 $2 84 $179.... ...... ...... .......... 70 $505 $354 ................. ;.. ...... $511 .......... $109 ....... . 
Danish Weat Indiea.......... .... .......... ...... .......... 6 2 50 15 .......... ...... .......... 10 2 20 22 .......... 5 ......... ,. 8 
HoRand......... ................ 436 4 00 1,747.......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .... ...... 524 ........................... . 
Hanae Towna................... 22 2 68 59 430 2 68 1,155 170 1 45 247 199 2 66 529 17 346 74 158 
Sutch Weat Indlea ...... ........ 396 1 72 679 .......................... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... 204 .......................... .. 
Enll!lnd ...... .... ........ ...... 72,550 221 181,1l1 94,161 256 251,109 87,805 264 231,662 102,668 248 260,971 54,333 75,332 64,.498' 7lI,~4 
Scopand ..... ............. ...... 1,479 2 30 3,524 1,828 200 3,624 6,354 1 53 10,734 6,2UO 200 12,1IU 1,057 1,087 3,220 3,654 
Ireland. ........................ 847 2 22 1,902 350 1 92 674 918 1 86 1,713 883 2 55 2,]83 570 202 514 651 
British WeatIndies.... .......... 66 3 15 207 3 3 00 9 74 1 70 ]25 206 2 00 413 62 3 37 124 
BritiBh Norlh American Colonies. 98,173 I 89 188,602 116.274 1 98 220,995 87,036 1 97 161, IOU 120,669 1 78 212,431 365 66,298 48,330 113,609 
Canada....... ...... ............ 83 2 07 ]82 686 1 00 6116 476 1 35 655 95 4 38 416 54 205 28 124 
Cu~a and.Spanish West Indies.. 235 I 98 465 18 560 ]00 .... ...... ...... .......... 5 4 00 20 139 30 ................ .. 
Portullal... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ... .......... ...... .......... 498 1 44 569 2 3 OU 6 .......... ...... • ....... ,. 41j 168 2 ....... . 
Gibraltar............ ...... ..... 89 1 80 161 .............................................................. ...... .......... 48 .................... ; ...... .. Azores.......................... ...... .... ...... .... ...... 200 177 355 .......... ...... .... ...... .......... ...... .......... .... ...... 1$ ................. . 
Argentine Republic. .. .... ...... .......... .. .. ;. .......... 15 4 20 63 .. .. • . • ... ...... .......... .......... .. ............... ,........ 19 ................. , 
Brazil.... ...................... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... 14 440 61 .......... ...... .......... .......... .......... 19 ...... .. 
Chili ................. :.......... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... 92 180 174 .......... ...... .......... .......... .......... 52 ....... . 
llelfi!u1!..... ................ .... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... 296 2 56 755 ..................... .. ... ,: _ 
'ritillh Guiana................... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... .......... .......... ...... ...... .... 64 272 174 ............................. , 59 
Olhercounbiua .......... ;....... .......... ...... .......... .... ...... ...... .... ...... .......... ...... .... ...... 10 310 31 .......... .......... .......... 16 

\80,439111 10 1 378, 817 1 214,774 I II 33 
I~JIOrtB of: coke, culm ............ I.. .... .... ; ............... 8u.,1;260 

479,785 
1105 

183,015 1 2 ~ 1 406,1l41 1131,508 I 2 12 
Bu., 50 

490.010 
. 16 

113,645 143,9351 Ill2,D5Il·IIG.OII3 
61 ........... 6 

-
NOTB.-For Canadian Dccount of nil Imports into Canada of coni. same years, (ending Decembllr 31, each year,) see statement A Appendix; see also for Govempr ~ G ..... II/Jorehan..d." 

repOrt of Imports into and ellpOlta from Nova ScoUa for year ending December 31, 1852, same statement A; see also lither llritish and Colonial accounts of trade in coal~ in same .tatflOl. .... ·· I, 
IIiitlllltled &be valuation iillleierally below &be priccs at places of .blpment;. and tieilbt and insurance Dnd. expwlli'es Ihould be addell to ucerlaio t4e vallUl in the United ilJlate.. . ',~,' .. 

IIlM 

:~~ 



D. 
ElJ!ports of the United States of domestic mineral coals, and also of f01'eign mine­

ral coals, frnm United States Report of 001n'llierce and Navigation in 1850, 
1851, 1852, and 1853. 

DOMESTIC COALS. 

1850-page 40. 1851-page 44. 1M2-page 38. 1853-page 38. 

I .: .: .: .: 
To- g g g g 

~ 

~ ~ .... ., 
'" 

., ., 
"" '" '" .,; ., .; 

'" 
., .; .. ., .; .. ., oj 

'" '" '" '" '" " '" " '" O! ;:; '" ;:; ;: '" ~ 
;:; '" O! 'iii 0 0 0 0 

Eo< > > Eo< > Eo< > Eo< > > ------------------'-
Danish West Jndies. ...... 195 $4 i6 $930 6 $433 

47,1: British West Indies. 2,561 $393 $10,090 4,217 4,07 17,181 9,178 $400 $36,752 11,039 426 
Cuba and Spanish 

West Indies ...... 8,368 425 35,598 13,859 425 57,833 8,673 4 12 35,737 18,478 422 78,050 
Mexico ...... ' •..•. 3,645 446 16,275 1,468 443 6,505 5,711 420 23,961 6,072 42!1 26,012 
Rt>~li~ of Central 

187 399 746 72 408 294 2,871 411 11,817 11785 435 29,508 enca .......... 
New Granada ....... 10,124 449 45,478 6'~g 475 31,709 5,488 434 23,931 10;261 428 43,~~ Venezuela .......... 6 416 25 4 8.'; 97 640 4 17 2,668 59 400 
Brazil. ............. 465 463 2,157 1,232 32O 4,037 300 362 1,088 2,40-2 434 10,242 
Republic of Uru~uay 108 500 540 _ 25 600 150 25 55O 137 335 388 1,29"9 
Argentine Republic •. 5 520 26 ...... ..... 460 355 1,633 
Chili ................ 1,576 524 8.256 5 500 25 100 350 350 340 404 1,381l 
Peru ................ 1,523 563 8;566 5 560 28 ...... ...... ........ 
Hanse 1'owns .••••.. 2 550 11 
England ............ ...... ...... ........ 10 550 55 ...... . ..... ........ 
Sardinia ............ ...... ...... ........ . ..... . ..... ........ 200 50U 1,000 
Afri ... a .............. ..... ...... ........ ...... ...... ........ ...... . ..... . ....... 921 475 4,375 
British East Indies •. ...... ...... ........ ...... ...... . ....... ...... . ..... ........ 1,000 375 3,750 
Australia .••.•..•... ...... ...... . ....... . ..... ...... . ....... . ..... . ..... .. ..... 215 434 943 
South Sea &. Pacific. 1,310 380 5,08'1 
China ............... 

":ii;i22 
J 234 424 5 J32 2,146 409' 8,768 

Canatla ............ 9,076 405 36,813 8,125 456 8:814 442 38;942 13,60~ 410 57,299 
British N. Aml'fi-

can Colonies ..••• 1,102 410 4,549 1,831 437 8,002 2,297 36O 8,363 3,878 393 15,206 

-----------------------------
38,741 431 167,090 37,727 434 163,977 45,336 4 Ii 188,906 79,510 423 336,003 

E. 
FOREIGN COALS. 

1850-page 122 • 1851-page 126. 1852--page 124. 1853-page 120. 

1'0-
.: .: .: .: g E g g 

~ 
.... .... ... ., ., 

'" '" '" '" ,.; ., ~ ai 
., oj .. ., .; 

'" 
., .; 

'" '" '" '" '" '" '" '" '" = '" 0 'iii -;; 0 .. 'iii 0 'iii d => 'iii .. 
Eo< > > Eo! > > Eo< t> > Eo< > > 

----- - ------------------
England ................ 5,581 .$225 $12,552 ....................................................... . 
Driti.b East Indi.s .......................... 194 $5 89 $1,143 .................................... .. 
British West Indies..... 30 7 33 2-JO .... ...... ........ ...... ...... ....... .. .............. .. 
British N. A. Colonies... 480 3 54 1,700 110 2 06 277 150 $1 07 $260 ................ .. 
Brazil............. ..... 409 6 09 2,490 ....................................................... . 
Cuha ................................ , ..... 40675 270 ...... , .............. 496$302$1,500 
Dutch Ea.t Indies....... ...... ...... ........ .... ...... ........ 15U' 4 00 610 ..... .. ......... . 
Dutch Guiana. .. .. .. .... ...... ...... ........ .... ...... ........ ...... ...... ........ 3 6 33 19 
New Granada.......... ...... ...... ........ .... ...... ........ 50 6 40 319 ................ .. 

6,450 .... .. 
From warehouse.. .. • ... 6,380 .... .. 
Not entitled to drawback 130 •••••. 

16, 96~ 344 ...... 1,690 
16,32-2 344...... 1,690 

54U ................. . 

3:.0 ..... . 
300 .... .. 
50 .... .. 

1,189 
870 
319 

499 ..... 1,519 
496 ...... 1,500 

3...... 19 



F.-Skipping, nalJigation~total impot·ts into the United States, in American and jortJign vessel8, in 1851, 1852, and 1858; sam. to 
Great Britain, the. j ditto British North American Oolonies and Oanada j import8 oj coals, thc.-total j dome8tic export8, ditto j joreign 
export8, ditto j vessels in foreign trade cleared and entel'ed, ditto j and average of crews of vessels entered and cleared in foreign trade, ditto: 
compiled from United States reports on commerce and navigationfor said years. 

1851. 

§ American vessels. Foreign vessels. 
t: 
0 

"" "" ., ., 
.... .... ... ... 
0 

Quan- Value. Quan- Value. 
0 

~ 
., 

till" lity. l'f 
l>- I>-

~ Tons. Dolla .... Tons. DoUa .... 

=: 

1Itotal ......................... 270 ........ 163,650,543 . ....... 52,574,389 274 
rom Great Britain and Ireland .. 67,756,079 26,091,807 262 
rom British N. A. Colonies ...... ........ 210,270 1,526,381 
rom Canada .................... 'SO;324' 2,360,174. 2,596,297 "274' fcoal total ..................... 286 218,103 134,450 261,682 
ts: 
ltic products, Ike ............... 46 ........ 137, 934, 539 ........ 58,755,179 40 
o Great Britain and Ireland ••••• ...... ........ 74,408,212 35,123,400 
D British N:American Colonies. ........ 49-2,627 2,731,926 
D Canada ...................... ........ 3,585,571 2,250,263 "iw' rn &roducts, Ike ................. 14,522,150 7,176,143 
D reat Bntain and Ireland ••••• 132 4,557,054 3,856,349 
~ British N. Ameriean Colonies. ........ 82,703 778,827 
~Canada ...................... 945,163 1,148,143 

Fo: 

V:' B: Num6er. ·Ton •• Num6er. Toni. 
Iii total ....... ~ ................ 291 9,274 3,200,519 10,712 1,929,538 279 
j GEeat BritBiil..and Ireland ••••• 290 749 643,216 47;A 309,888 278 
) British N. American Colonies. .... ,. 372 103235 4,617 592;507 
) Canada ......... : ............ 2,634 9-27~013 3,621 516,883 "282' ,dtotal ........................ 296 e,951 3,054,349 10,759 1,939,091 
om Great Britain and Ireland ••• 294 796 64,399 1,009 531,847, 
om British N. A. Colonies •••••• ...... 327 62,458 3,989 362,'1l8 
om Canada ................... ...... 2,925 1,013,275 3,634 514,383 

01 

EI 

Men. BoN," Men. Bar' 
J8 of crJlWS in foreign trade total 284 113,555 ,261 90221 930 252 
J and from Gr. Britain Ik Ireland 292 18,362 86 14:089 '212 6 
I and from B. N.Amer.Colonics 2 !lO3 40 24,577 230 293 
I and from Canada ............. 39;994 2,621 23,699 1,355 

k 

, , , 
t"':S 

1852. 1853. 

American veSiels. Foreign vessels. 
t: 

American vessels. 8-., ... 
'0 

Quan- Value. Quan- Value. Quan- Value. l'o tily. lily. .. lity. 
I>-----

Tons. Dollar •• Toni. Dollar •. To,... Dollar •. 
. ....... 155,258,467 . ....... 53 038,388 263 . ....... 191,688,325 

59,193,928 31;594,411 262 82,281,362 
184,534 1 335 796 318,058 

'67;762' 2,2711,603 2'311'366 
"274' 's7;lii7' 2,714,256 

190,665 115,253 '216;176 230,366 

........ 127,340,547 . ....... 650-28437 . ..... ........ 142,810,0-26 
64,346,304 46;456:751 70,037,628 

604,454 2,045,6eO 833,900 
2,083,390 1,921,045 "i2S' 1,789,512 

12,136,390 5,152,992 ........ 12,218,766 
2,070,974 1,693,326 2,456,302 

88,997 1,052,825 469,057 
1,753,631 958,466 2,300,547 

Number. Tons. Number. Tons. Numbe-r. To,... 
10,887 3,230,591 10,438 2,047.755 279 10,001 3,766,789 

779 696,450 580 427;765 771 696,108 
377 122,809 4,283 544,518 652 266,431 

2,349 765,945 3,755 589,345 "283' 3,210 1,062,086. 
8,964 3,235,52-2 10,607 2,057,358 9,955 4,004,013 

9~7 776,971 9-26 545,164 1.021 855,081 
299 63 887 3,769 337 050 402 112,335 

2,442 774:878 3,759 591:569 3,432 1,376,927 

Men. BOt Men. Bot Men. Bar' 
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The first inquiry is, how will the proposed abrogation of the duty 
on Provincial coals, imported into the United States, and a like abro­
gation of the Provincial import duty on our coals, affect our trade in 
coals with the Provinces, and particularly with Canada? 

It is believed that it can be clearly and conclusively demonstrated 
by incontrovertible facts and arguments, that the proposed measure 
cannot, in any degree, injuriously affect our trade with Canada as to 
coals, or any other product or manufactures. 

The abrogation of the present ad 'valorem duty of 30 per cent., (about 
3 cents per bushel on Provincia] coals,) cannot induce to any importa­
tioo. into the United States of the coals of Nova Scotia, for transporta­
tion across the United States to Canada, thereby competing with our 
exports of coals to Canada, for the following, amongst other reasons: 

1. By acts of Congress now in force, an Provincial coals. and other 
products and merchandise, mtended to be transported across the United 
States to Canada, may be entered for "reoexpor.tation," or for such 
transportation, and sent to Canada free of all import duty by the United 
States. Vide act of March 3, 1845, vol. 5, U. S. Stat., p. 750; act of 
August 8, 1846, vol. 10, ib. p. 77; act of March 30, 1849, ib. p. 399; 
act of September 26, 1850; ib. p. 512, ~ 17 and 18; and Warehouse 
act of 6th of August, 1846 ib. p. 33; and general drawback laws. 
Gordon's Dig. of 1852, pp. 836 to 857, art. 2882 to 2946. Under the 
acts cited, Nova Scotia col'tls can now be sent to Canada, via the United 
States, without import duty being charged; so that, in this respect, the 
proposed arrangement affords them no advantage. From the United 
~tates returns, (vide statement D,) of exports of domestic mineral coals 
iQ the four years ending June 30, 1653, it appears that the domestic 
mineral coals sent to Canada in that period were in quantity, 39,648 tons, 
at 4.29 cents per ton, of the value of $170,176. By statement E, (a like 
return of exports of foreign mineral coals in the same period,) it appears 
that there were no foreign coals, whatever, sent to Canada from the 
United States. We imported, same years, large quantities of foreign 
coals from England, Scotland, and Nova Scotia, (vide statement C,) 
but not a bushel of it went to Canada. The small quantities that were 
not consumed in the United States, amounting altogether to about 7673 
tons, of th~ value of $21,360, it seems, was all sent to England, to the 
Cnast and Island B. N. American colonies, to Brazil, to Cuba, to the 
British and Dutch East Indies, New Granada, or the British West In­
dies. (See statement E.) It should be borne in mind also, that during 
all that period, United States coals sent to Canada, were under the Can­
ada tariff act of 1849 (vide I. D. Andrews' rep. of 1850, (31st Congo 2d 
p. 268, and British Parl. doc., Rep. of December 23, 1852, p. 3,) sub­
jected to an import duty of 2~ per cent. ad valorem. This duty is 
proposed to be released, and the effect, therefore, of the proposed ar­
rangement, it is fair to presume, would be beneficial, rather than detri­
mental to our exportation of coals to Canada. 

2. The transportation from Nova Scotia, existing about six months 
in the year by the Gulf and river St. Lawrence to Lower Canada, has 
been supposed to be cheaper than through our Atlantic seaports, and' 
over our, and the Canada, railroads, and also to be more direct, and 
attended with less trans-shipment and trouble; and yet the Canada ac-
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count of the imports of coals into Can~da, from the coast and island 
colonies, in the four years before mentIOned, shows that but £7,304, 
(colonial currency;) vide table 1, in statemen~ A; or $29?216 wort~ of 
coals was sint to Canada from the coast and Island colomes; not bemg 
an eighth of the quantity sent to Canada from the United States, du.ring 
the same period; it being by the same Canada account above CIted, 
valued at £59,431, (colonial currency,) or $237,724. And by the United 
States account, (vide statement D,) as before mentioned, we sent to 
Canada in those years, 39,648 tons, in value $170,176. 

The apparent discrepancy between the United States and the Can­
ada accounts, is reconciled; when it is considered that in Canada the 
fiscal year ends on the 31st of December of each year, and in the Uni­
ted States on the 30th of June of each year, since the act of August 
26, 1842, (vol. 5, Stat. U. S., p. 537.) It is quite marrifest from these 
facts, that even against the present import duty of 22- per cent. ad val­
Qrem, the Nova Scotia coals, carried by the Gulf and river St. Lawrence, 
cannot compete successfully with ours in the Canada markets, though 
Nova Scotia coals pay no import duty in Canada. 

3. If the Nova Scotia coals were as good as ours, they cannot be 
furnished, even if free of duty, for transportation to Canada, (either to 
Lower Canada or to Canada West,) l'ia our Atlantic seaports and railroads 
at as 10\\' a price per ton, as similar bituminous, and the semi-bitu­
minous coals of the United States, in the interior, can be supplied to 
Canada. The bituminous, and semi-bituminous, and cannel coals 
of ultra-montane Pennsyhoania, of Ohio, of Michigan, of Indiana, of 
Illinois, and 'Visconsin, and even those of Iowa, and Kentucky, and 
Missouri, may be supplied by our rivers, canals and railroads, and by 
the great lakes to Upper Canada or "Canada West," cheaper than 
any coals of like kind and quality. All the lake States, and the States 
adjoining to them, have readier access to the Canadian markets, than 
either Pictou or Sidney has to Boston. Thf're is no anthracite coal what­
ever abroad, or at home, that can be put into successful competition 
with that of cis-montane Pennsylvania, or Maryland, or Virginia, in 
the Canada markets. 

4. The bituminous and semi-bituminous coals of Nova Scotia can­
not be substituted for the anthracite coal that we now send to Canada, 
because they will not answer the purposes tor which the anthracite is 
needed in Canada. (Vide Statement A in Appendix.) 

~. Our coals sent to Canada are exchanged for Canadian products, 
whIch the province of Nova Scotia cannot receive in exchange for its 
coals, to the same extent, and for as high prices as we do, whilst our 
coals are taken in barter for slich products. 

6. !,he Canada trade with the United States, above referred to, is 
estabhshed and settled. Commercial connexions have been funned and 
interests combined. in the United States and Canada that will s;cure . . , 
Its contmuance. T.his trade cannot be disturbed, those connexions 
broken up. o~ the. mterests referred to diverted, by anything in the, 
p~oposed re~IprocIt~ arrangem~nt; but, on the contrary, the commer­
CIal conneXlOns reierred to WIll become more extended, the inte­
rests stren~hened, and th~ trade increased thereby. It is believed 
that a POSItIve and exclUSIve dependence by Canada on the United 
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States, will ultimately grow out of the proposed arrangement, as to 
many pro~ucts and manufactures, and especially as to coals. 

7. As it respects our exportation of domestic coals to the Coast and 
Island provinces, there is little doubt that the proposed arr~gement 
would tend to increase the quantity exported. In the Jour year sending 
June 30, 1853. there were exported to those provinces (vide Statement 
D) 9,108 tons of domestic coals, being at $3 96 per ton, of the value of 
$36,120. Much of this, it is believed, was Pennsylvania anthracite coal. 
It appears from the colonial account of imports into Nova Scotia in the 
year ending December 31, 1852, that no coals were imported into that 
province during that year, from the United States. The coals stated in 
the United States returns, therefore, must have been sent either to New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward's island, or Newfoundland, or to some, or 
all of them. • 

The following is an account of our exports of domestic coals to all 
countries, for every year since 1847. 

1848, tons, 9,309; average cost per ton, $5 06; aggregate value, $t7,112. 
Hl49, tons, 9,661 ; .••••.••. do .• _. "_" 4 18; .•• _._ .do ..•• _ •. 40,396. 
1850, tons, :38,741; •••••• _ •. do .••••.•.. 4 31; .•••••. do ..••••. 167,090. 
11;51, tons, 37,7~7; •.••• __ •. do .••••.•.• 4 34;._ •••.. do .. __ ._. 16:~,!)77. 
1852, tons, 45,336;._ ••••••. do .•••.•••• 4 17 ;._ •• _ •. do .•.•.•. 188,lJOB. 
1853, tons, 79,510; .••.••••. do ..••••••• 4 23; ..••• _ .do ..•.•.. 336,003. 

It is supposed a large portion of these coals are used by our own 
steamers in foreign trade. 

8. The British Parliamentary document of December 23, 1852, before 
referred to, respecting the Canadian tariff, shows that by the Nova 
Scotia tariff of ~ I st of March, 185], imported coals are exempted from 
duty (p. 4); and in New Brunswick, by an act of 28th of March, 1851, 
to continue in force till December 31,1854, imported coals are charged 
a duty of one shilling (currency) per ton (p. 8); and in Prince Edward's 
island, by an act of 3d of April, 1852, (p. 10,) which act has been con~ 
tinued, coals imported into that province are subject to a duty ot 5 per 
cent. ad valorem; and in Newfimndland, (p. 11,) imported coals are 
charged a duty of one skilling per ton. All these duties, so far as it 
respects United States coals, will be dispensed with by the proposed 
arrangement. Their release will doubtless increase our exportations 
of our domestic mineral coals to the Coast and Island colonies; and so 
on the other hand, it the arrangement should be broken off, and the five 
provinces should impose precisely the same import duty on coals as the 
United States now do, or may do, (whether 30, 25, or 20 per cent. ad 
valorem,) it is e'lually dear, that we should soon cease sending any coals 
either to Canada, or the other colonies. Nova Scotia and Great Britain, 
would then supply Cana.da, Prince Edward's island, Newfoundland; 
and New Brunswick would be forced, by necessity, to supply herself 
either from Nova Scotia or Great Britain, or from her own internal re­
sources. 

9. AllthTluo,:te coal does not exist in any of the colonies. For some pur. 
poses, and especially Jar domestic fuel, it is superior to the best Pro­
vincial coals, and, indeed, to the best English coals. It is particularly 
adapted to other uses tha~l for domestic fuel, for which the highly 
bituminoml coals of Nova Scotia are inferior. And further, our Cum-



10 

berland and other semi-bituminou!'! coals, it has been found, are better 
for steamships, and some other uses, than the Nova Scotia bituminous 
coals are; the latter being, (to quote the language of a gentleman inter­
ested in the Nova Scotia mines,) "more rapid in combustion, and not so 
durable." On the other hand, for the mal{ing of gas and some (but very 
few) other uses, the Nova Scotia coals are preferable to most coal.s of the 
Atlantic St:-lte's, that are raised east of the Alleghany mountams. If 
the reciprocal release of all duties is agreed to, each of the different va­
rieties and qualities of coals in the United States and in the five provinces, 
now known, or that may hereafter be discoyered, will stand upon its 
rebtive merits as to adaptation to different uses and purposes, cheapness, 
facility and certainty of procurement, and in all other respects: in the 
markets of the United States, and of the five colonies ~ and whether the 
Coast and Island Colonies do or do not furnish an increased demand for 
our co::ls, 01" ;' ny kind, will depend on their superiority or inferiority, to 
the c910nial ('(I:-Ils. 

10. To relv in this age of philosophic and scientific experiment, dis­
covery, '-'lid ;10 (,fo,'cment, and of continual applicati:Jn of novel materials 
to the arts, upon the presumption that any particular species of coals 
will continue to maintain a present superiority over other coals, for any 
purpose or use, would be somewhat unwise. Lord Dudley first applied 
miueml cO:1ls to the manufacture of iron, and a century after, Huntsman 
first used them in making cast-steel; in 1783, Cart invented the process 
of puddling iron with mineral coals, and also of making bar iron by 
menns of their use; and, in consequence, such coals were chiefly sub­
stituted in the iron works of Great Britain for charcoal; and Mushet's 
discovery as to the coking of coals, was as late as 1801; and as re­
cently as lS24, the black-band are, found by him in Scotland, was 
first used alone, with the aid of mineral coals; and in 1833 the hot­
blast furnace was first introduced by Neilson, of Glasgow, (Scotland,) 
and raw coals substituted for coke therein; and until 1837, anthra­
cite coal was not successfully used with the hot-blast in smelting iron, 
nor till 1841 for puddling and reheating iron; and various other dis­
coveries have been recently made as to the qualities and properties 
of cl5ffe~ent coals; and even whilst this paper is being written, a me­
m?n~l IS pr~sented to Co.ngress, by citizens of high respectability, of 
thIS CIty, sctlmg forth the dIscovery of a mode of" compressing" mineral 
coals so as to ena?l~. a sufficiency to be carried by s~eamship's for l?ng 
VOY;lgcS, and solIcItmg the government to patromze the lllventlOn. 
\Ylwtller our coals, or which kinds, or those of Nova Scolia, or those 
of Great Britain, are the best to employ for "comprc.~sion," experience 
can alone test. 

The spcund inquiry is, how will the abrogation of the present duty 
affect our !tome coal interests and !tome trade in coals? 

It may. be, that the release of the duty in the United States upon 
Nova ~cotIa. coals, unless ~he "mining company" in Nova .Scotia raises 
the pnces of. coaL> at the PIt, (as some apprehend,) may increase to some 
extent the Importation of Pictou and Sidney coals, and if new coal­
fields should be opened in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, or Prince Ed­
ward's Island, or Newfoundland, of ot!ter provincial coals also, into the 

• 
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eastern Atlantic ports of the United States for consumption in New 
England, and if so, the prices of such coals in those markets will 
probably be lessened. All these coals are highly bituminous, and the 
chief consumption will be in the cities and towns of New England for 
gas} t.hough in ~aine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, and perhaps to 
a hmlted extent 111 Massachusetts, they may be used with other coals 
for puddling iron," and for a few other purposes. Bnt no use will 
probably be made of any Provincial coals in New York, and certainly 
not farther south. Coals as good for making gas, can now be supplied 
by ~aryland and Virginia. to New York, and at as low prices as any 
provlllclal coals. 

Heretofore the chief imports of provincial coals into the United States 
have been into Boston. In 1853 nearly four-}ifllts oj such imports were 
into that port. Statement C shows the amount of imports from all of 
thefi'l.'e colonies for four years, ending June 30, 1853. A table annexed 
i~ based on returns from the custom-houses of the ports named therein, 
and prc;wcs the facts just stated. 

TM' additional supply of provincial coals thus furnished will neces­
sarily induce a corresponding increase of the exports of our products 
and manufactures to Nova Scotia, and the other three coast and island 
Provinces, wherewith to pay for such augmented supply, unless the 
prices decrease in something like a corresponding ratio to the increased 
supply, as some intelligent gentlemen predict will be the case. 

The following answers may, it is conoeived, be properly and truth­
fully made to the second query above propounded. 

1. It is not supposed that the increased importation of the provincial 
coals, all of which are highly bituminous, will in any degree interfere 
injuriously with the interests of the anthracite collieries of the United 
States; and, on the contrary, it is believed it will benefit the anthracite 

• In the able pamphlet of John L. Hayes, esq., published in 1850, as a memoIial to Con­
gress in favor of an increase of the import duty on foreign iron, (p. 19,) he states the follow­
ing facts, which show that this coal cannot be used so as to make any but inferior iron: 

"The superiority of AmeIican over British iron is unquestionable. Part of the British iron 
is made from impure ores and sulphurous coal, and the efforts of the iron-masters are devoted, 
especially during pp,riods oflow prices, tQ increase of make, and not of perfection of quality. 
In many establishments, and especially within the last year or two, iron is made from old re­
fuse cinder, which is rich in metal, but contains all the impurities, sulphur, arsenic, and phos­
phorus, which deteriorate the iron. Mr. Mushet, an English metallurgist, son of the cele­
brated David Mushet, says that common Welsh bars do not contain more than ninety per 
cent. of iron. 'We often hear,' says he, 'of extraordinary makes of pig-iron as to quantity, 
but never hear at any work that bar-iron has been produced equal in quality to foreign marks; 
on the contrary, the general quality of British iron is much lower than it was twenty years 
ago.' We have before us a letter from a former manager of iron works at South "Vales, ad­
dressed to parties in this country, requeliting employment as an inspector of rails. We make 
the following extract in proof of the above position: 'In consequence of the increased quan­
tity of inferior materials, now used in the manufacture of rails, it becomes the more impoltant 
that foreign purchasers should @mploy an inspector who is thoroughly acquainted with 
every proce~s in iron making, whose business would be to secure them from defective rails, 
and secure a quality of iron possessing undoubted durability.''' 

Mr. Overman, in his work on the manufacture of iron, (p. ]30,) says: 
" Sulphurous coal, by improper treatment, will produce sulphurous coke, and consequently 

sulphurous metal, which, in all subsequent manipulations, will be injurious, troublesome, and 
expensive. 

" By sprinkling a little water over red-hot coke, drawn freshly from the oven or pile, we 
may ascertain whether it contains sulphur." 
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coal interests. Anthracite coal, as before suggested, is not foulld in any 
of the British North American colonies, and they will, if practicable, 
barter their coals for a.nthracite, or otherwise procure, and become 
large consumers of it, for domes!ic fuel and ?ther uses, to which it .is 
peculiarly adapted, and for wl1lch no colomal co~ls are eq.ual to It. 
The exports of our domestic coals to Canada were In. 1863 (vId.e state­
ment D) 13,603 tons, of the value of$67,299; of whICh a c.onslderable 
portion, it is believed, was anthracite; and to the coast and Ibland colo­
nies we sent 3,878 tons, of the value of $16,206, most whereof was 
anthracite. This is the Uniteu States account; but the Canadian ac­
count, before referred to, (No.1, statement A,) makes the quantitr s~nt 
to th:1t province appear greater. The fact suggested that prOVInCial 
coals (Pictou, Sidney, &c.) are useful for ot~er purposes, that anthrac~tt 
will not as well answer, and that anthrac~te IS necessary for certam 
uses for which the highly biluminou~ coals of Nova Scotia are worthless, 
is abundulltly proved by the documents contained in the appendix. 

2. The same fact just stated exists in respect of the semi-bituminous 
and bituminous coals of the Atlantic States, and the highly bituminous 
provincial coals, as is proved by the same evidence. They are of dif­
ferent qualities and characteristics in several respects, and adapted to 
different uses and purposes. The statement A shows some of the pe­
culiar qualities and characteristics of the provincial coals, and fully 
verifies the representation now made. They are sometimes valuable to 
be used with our anthracite and semi-bituminous coals; but the purposes 
are very few for which the provincial coals, to be useu by themselves, 
are preferable to ours, at the same or even less prices. When they are 
prefcraL,lc for any particular use, they will find a market in the United 
States, even if (he price paid zs higher. This has been the case against 
the high import duty of 30 per cent. ad 1Jalorem, exacted since the first of 
December, lS46, and the still more exorbitant tax upon the consumers 
in the United State." of $1 76 per ton, or about 69lo% per cent. ad 
'valorem, previously imposed by the tariff of 1842! the exports of Pro· 
vincial coals to us in 1853, were 120,764 tons, at $1 76 per ton,= 
$212,S47-the duties were $63,733. The valuation did not, of course, 
include the cost of freight from Nova Scotia, insurance, &c. Against 
the colonial exports heretofore stated, our exports to the provinces in 
1863, were 17,481 tons, at $3 57 per ton= $62,506. 

In connexion with this statement, it should be observed that the 
British" Cunard steamers," running between Liverpool and New York 
vic: Boston and Halifax, (Nova Scotia,) formerly used provincial (i. e. 
PIctou or Sydney) coals; those concerned in the steamers being also 
deeply interested in the Nova Scotia c0:11 mines, and having the chief 
control ~;nd management of them; but, nevertheless. those steamers now 
principn.l:y .consume Cumber~and coals, (Maryland and Pennsylvania,) 
together WIth a small quantIty of Lackawanna and Pittstown, (also 
Pennsylvania,) and some Virginia coals-all the varieties amounting to 
nearly 60,000 tons annually, not included in the preceding accounts. 

These statements show, on the one hand, that even if the cost of 
provincial coals, at the doors of the provincial consumer, is less than the 
co.st of our coals there, yet he cannot well, for some purposes, dispense 
wlth the use of our coals; and so too, on the other hand, it is the same, 
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!o a limited extent, with re~ect to our purchases of Nova Scotia coals 
III Boston and New York. And they show, also, that the quantity of 
our coals consumed in the Provinces, is much greater thnn that of the 
provinc~al coals consumed. in the ~nited St.ate8, in proportion to the 
populatIOn of the respectIve countfles. It IS conceived the conclu­
sion thus deduced, from the facts shown by these authentic statistics 
that there is no cause for apprehension of detriment to our semi-bitu­
minous or bituminous coal interests, by the proposed arrangement, is 
incontrovertible, and that the abrogation by all parties of the duties on 
coals, will tend to increase the trade in our coals of this character with 
the provinces. 

3. The several preceding statements, and those in the appendix, 
show, that when provincial coals and coals of the United States, of 
similar character and quality, and both intended to be applied to similar 
uses, come into our Atlantic markets, our coals may be fumished, and pro­
fitably, as cheap even in Boston, as the provincial coals, though free of 
import duties; and especially since the recent vast increase of the facili­
ties of railroad and canal transportation from our collieries in the interior 
to the Atlantic markets. The average of the wholesale prices current, 
for each six months of the last four years, of our different coals, and also 
of the Nova Scotia coals, in Boston, New York, Phiiadelphia, Baltimore, 
and Richmond, (Va.,) and· in Halifax, (N. S.,) is given in the appendix, 
proving the fact just asserted. Some of the causes are hereafter suggested 
to sustain that proof, and to 8how that the release of the United States 
import duty on the provincial coals will not materially alter the case. 

4. Coal labor and most other labor is now ordinarily full as high at 
Pictou and Sidney as in most of the C nited. States, except in some of 
the southern States, and on the Pacific; and there is little probability of 
change in this respect. The following staterP.ent of British emigration, 
from 1851 to 1853, inclusive, shows that labor will not probably be 
cheapened in the coast and island colonies by European emigration. It 
is well known that many who emigrate to the colonies soon come to the 
United States; and most of the emigrants who stay in the colonies, 
settle in Canada West. 

Emigrants/rom the United Kingdom. 

ro British N. To Uuited To Austra· 
American States. lia._ 
colonies. 

1848 .- ........................ -... - 30,065 168,233 23,904 
1849 .............................................. - ......... 41,367 219,450 3·!,191 
1850 .......... ---_ .... _---_ ... _- ... 32,961 223,078 16,037 
1851 ......... -- ........... __ .. _. 42,605 267,857 25,532 
1852 ....... _ .... - .................................... 32,873 244,261 87,881 
1853 ....................................... -- ................. 34,249 228,152 63,460 

[Vide" Statistical abstract of United Kingdom from 1840 to 1853," p. 27, printed by Par­
liament in 1854.] 
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The annual" passenger report" of Mr. :Marc~, Secreta~y of Sta~e, at 
the present session of Congress, (Ho. of Reps. Ex: Doc. No. 7S, p~lDted 
March 17, 1854, p. 23,) shows that 163,200 emlgrants arnv~d.m the 
United StateR in lS53~ besides the emigrants from Great ~.ntam and 
Ireland and British America; and that the number from Bntish Amer­
ica who came to the United States was 5,613. 

In the rioorous climate of New Brunswick, Prince Edward's Island, 
Newfoundl~nd, and Nova Scotia, labor cannot be employed so long, by 
several months during the year, nor as advantageously, as ~t can be 
further soutb, in the coal mines of the States of Pennsylvama, Mary­
land, Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Towa, Kentucky, 
Illinois and Missouri. 

5. Nova Scotia coals are subject to a duty, to be paid by the mining 
company, called a "royalty" or rent charge of 2 shillings or 40 
cents per chaldron at the pits. (See statement A, appendix.) . T~is 
tax on the coals, which is reimbursed by the purchaser, for it IS m­
cluded in the price he pays, is differently stated in one of the docu­
ments annexed. It is said" the mining association pay a fixed rent. to 
the government for the privilege of raising 4-0,000 chaldrons, whIch 
amounts to about Is. 10d. currency (37! cents per chaldron,) and 20 
cents per chaldron on the quantity raised beyond that." Our coals are 
not burdened by any such governmental duty, nor by any duty. 

6. The shipping season generally commences at Pictou and Sidney 
about the middle of May, and continues until the middle of November; 
UftL'l which time, usually, they and the other northern harbors of Nova 
Scotia are fi'ozen up. Pictou is distant from Boston about 700 miles, 
and Boston is distant from New York by sea about 200 miles, and from 
Philadelphia by sea about 500 miles, and from Baltimore by sea about 
650 miles, and from Ricbmond (Virginia) by sea about 650 miles. 
From Richmond, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, there is to New York, 
shorter inland navigation. The navigation by sea, between Boston 
and the three ports named south of Boston, IS open throughout the year; 
and but a small part of the inland navigation between New York and 
~ichmond is ever closed, and rarely beyond a few rlays; and if neces­
SIty should arise, continuous and uninterrupted railroad transportation 
for coals can be made in a few days from Richmond to Boston. A 
comparison of the list of freights by sea, fIJI" coals between the different 
por!s named, will show that they are ordinarily cheaper between the 
Umted States po~ts! than between any of them, and Pictou or Sydney. 

7. It has been. mtlmated that one cause of the occasional cbeapness of 
European coals m our markets has been, that owing in part to the effect 
~nd.operation of our navigation laws, and in part to the course of trade, 
ioreIg? vessels, (and .especially the larger class of vessels,) making voy­
ages from t?C other SIde of the Atlantic to the United States, for cargoes 
o~ ~otton, nce, tobacco, or other bulky southern products, orfiour, pro­
VISIOns, &c., of the West, also bulky, find difficulty in procuring full 
cargoes to this country. The shipments to this country from the old 
World are principally light ~rticles, not of great bulk, and valuable--
. e., manufactures and the hke. In the limited direct trade between 
~he ~ld W orId and th.e southern ports of the United States, especially 
IS tbIS the case; and III such trade also the European cargoes are gen-

--., 
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erally "assorted." All foreign vessels are mterdicted from participa­
ting in our coasting trade, and also in our internal river trade. The 
main part (more than eight-tenths) of the foreign vessels, trading be­
tween the old Wodd and this country, trade through the ports east of 
the Chesapeake bay; and their deficIency of cargo, on the outward 
voyage from Europe, is often supplied by taking in salt, or coals, and 
sometimes iron, that answer for ballast as well as lading, and which 
are carried very low, aud sometimes for merely nominal freight. This 
cannot possibly be the case in the coal trade from the British North 
American colonies to the United States. On the contrary, the freights 
from the coast and island colonies, are generally bulky and heavy, such 
as oils, fish, plaster, wood, &c.; whilst the freights from the United 
States to the colonies (excepting flour and provisions) are genp r211y light 
and of small bulk, such as tea, manufactures, &c. Therefore coals 
from the colonies must always pay freight, whilst the United States 
coals sent to the colonies, (for similar reasons to those above stated as 
to the European shipments to us,) may sometimes have to pay nominal 
freights merely. 

8. The Provincial official account of the exports from Nova Scotia, 
(contained in the able official report of Governor Sir J. Gaspard Le 
Marchant, to the Duke of Newcastle, dated October, 28, 1853,) gives 
the following i~ems as to the exports of 1852. 

Exports frum Nova Scotia in 1652. 

To Great Britain, of all kinds .....•.. value £62,677 c. c. = $250,704 
British West Indies ••.... , . . . . .. "213,034 852,136 
Other British N. A. Colonies. . . . .. " 352,185 1,408,740 
United States .... ~............. "257,850 1,031,400 
All other countries. . . . . • . . . . . . . ." 85,035 340,140 

Aggrrga te ..........• _ .•••. _ ...•.. " 970,750 3,883,120 

Exports of coals in 1852 ji-om Nova Scotia. (Same Tl'port.) 

To British W.lndies, quantitynotstated 
Other British N. A. Colonies ..... , 
United Sta tes ..... ______ •• _ ... . 
All other countries. ___ • _ .. - . - •. , 

Total exports of coal-112,559 tons._ 

value £432 
" 16,925 
" 3:3,781 
" 769 

" £56,907 

c. c. $1,726 
67,700 

155,125 
3,705 

$227,559 

The Nova Scotia coals, if equal to ours in quality and general utility, 
and if they could be furnished as cheaply as ours, it would seem, ought 
(if they were driven from our markets i.n c~nsequenc~ of the high 
import duty of ao per cent. ad valorem levIed m the Umted States) to 
have found a market in other countries, where they could compete with 
ours on equal terms. We exported in our fiscal year of 1852, 45,336 
tons of domestic coals, valued at $188,906, and among those exports were 
the following: 
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To British West Indies .•••••••••••••••••• vms 9,l76 value S35"," 
Cuba and Spanish West Indies •• ,. . • • .." 8,673 36,I1t6 . 
Mexico .•......•••. , ...•• , • • •• ... • .." 6,711 23,961 •. ~ 
Republic of Central America ..••.•• , • .." 2,817 11,81.7, 
New Granada ...•••.•••••.••• " ••.•• " 6,4.88 23,m 
Venezuela. • . • • • • • . . • • • • • • . • . • . •• • .." 640 2,668 

And it appears that our exports of domestic coals by the same Uni· 
ted States account, same yoar, to Canada alone were 8,814 tons. val11e 
$38,942, being more than half the value ($67,700) above stated to 
have been the exports of Nova Scotia of coals, same year, to all of her 
sister Provinces; and according to the official Canada returns of its 
imports of coals in 1852, (vide statement A, No.1,) it appears there 
were but £1,127, or $4,508 in value of coals imported into Canada that 
year fi·om all the Colonies, whilst the United States sent to Canada 
£1;3,005, or $52,U20 in value the same year. . 

These facts show that the Nova Scotia coals have not been able to 
compete with ours in foreign markets where they were on equal terms, 
or in the Canada markets, where the Nova Scotia coals had the adVall,' 
tage of the Canada import duty of 2! per cent. against us. Surely 
they afford no warrant for the prediction, that a release of the duty now 
exacted will enable the Nova Scotia coals to compete with our coals in 
(Jur own markets. 

9. The uses to which mineral coals are applied in the United St~tes, 
are chiefly: . 

1. In the manufacture of pig-iron, puddling iron, &c. . 
2: "bar, rolls, and other wrought iron. 
3. "castings of metal. • 
4. Distillerielil and chemical works. 
5. For steam machinery in the manufacture of cotton goods. 
6. " " " woolen goods. 
7. "uRed for printing presses. 
8. " railroad locomotives 
9. For steamships, and steam lake, river, ferry, and .harbor boats or tugs, Ilnd other craft 

propelled by steam power. 
10. fuel for all kinds of vessels. 
11. domestic fuel for dwellings, and for culinary purposes. 
12. the making of gas. 
13. glass furnaces. 
14. the making oflime. 
15. black and white smiths, gunsmiths, tinsmiths, coppersmiths armorers br/LIIB and 

cO?1position make~s, instrument and too~ ~akers, saw m~k.ef8, cutl~ry maken, 
boiler makers, engme makers, and maChiDlsts, file cutters, nail manufacturlllll, 
plumbers, &c., &c. . 

16. every kind of steam power millS-saw mills, flour mills plaster mills oil milll'dDd .. 
in whatsoever business steam machinery is used.' " .. 

l\Ian~ o~ the manuf~ctories of the United States are in proximity.'tO 
the colhen~s, fro~ whICh the coals used are procured; and this is the 
case, especla~ly .w.lth respect to the iron rnanutactories of Pennsybrania, • 
Ma!yland, Vrrgmla, OhlO, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, most .of 
whICh a~e also contiguous to the deposites from which their iron.orell 
are obtamed. . 

So, too, with reference to the immense steaIll navigatio~on the griJI. 
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lakes, and on our western rivers, it is in the vicinity of the coal beds 
from which its supplies of fuel are received. 

The expense of transportation by land or water, if for any consider­
able distance, is the most material item in estimating the cost of coais. «< 

10. The idea of Nova Scotia coals, that must pay a rent charge of two 
shillings per ton before leaving the pits, that must encounter the expense 
of transportation by sea of 700 miles to Boston, or 900 miles to New 
York, or 1200 miles to Philadelphia, and then be transhipped and sent 
overland, either through canals or by railroads, or up rivers, to the 
places CJ f' consumption in the interior; and there unu(;;rsell our coals 
raised in the vicinity, is utterly preposterous. Our coal fields and mines 
are as rich and productive as any in the world; and, as heretofore ob­
served, the kinds and qualities of our I:oals in the different sections of 
this Union, embrace nearly every known variety; though, it is conceded, 
that the Nova Scotia coals are different in one or two particulars from 
any description of our coals usually found in the markets of the Atlantic 
cities of the Middle and Eastern States. So far as that difference con­
stitutes any superiority of the Nova Scotia coals for any specific use or 
purpose, they will find a market in those cities, but no farther, as it is 
undenialJle, that for general utility, they are decidedly interior to our 
coals. 

11. Another important advantage possessed by the domestic coal inter­
ests of the United States over foreign coals is, that purchases of our coals 
can ordil!:.lTily he made by consumers, on easier terms, and with greater 
convenience, than can purchases of foreign coals; and so as to save 
the expense of the intervention of the numerous" middle-men" between 
the coal producer and the consumer, which cannot well be avoided in 
purchasingjoreign coals. In the neighborhood of our collieries, and in 
the vicinity of our primary coal marts, other domestic products or man­
ufactures are often bartered for coals, and with mutual advantage to 
both parties. Arrangements for credits upon purchases can ordinarily 
be more readily made between the vendor and home purchaser of do­
mestic coals, than in respect of purchases of foreign coals. In many 
cases, except in the large cities, sales of domestic coals are not regu­
lated by the strict rules of commercial usage, controlling those of 
foreign coals. The practice in the United States, pursued more perhaps 
than in any other country, by aU who raise products, of dispensing with 
mercantile agents, and interchanging with one another their domestic 
commodities for home use and consumption, has grown up from rela­
tions and associations originating in different ways, sectional, State, 
neighborhood, social and personal in their character; but the custom is so 
deeply rooted that it cannot be changed. As to the domestic coaJ trade 

* NOTE.-Some years since, two ~'rench metallurgists were sent to Great Britain from 
France, to examine and report as to the British mineR, &c, In reporting as to the Iron fur­
naces near Glasgow, Scotland, these gentlemen (M, Dufrenay and M, De Beaumont,) say: 
" The establishments in the eItvirons of Glasgow have the inappreciable adlJantage of being 
placed in the centre of a coal basin, in which are found uuited, the coal, the mineral of iron, 
the flux, and almost always the refractory clay necessary for the construction of furnaces, 
Where all the material is taken from the same mine, any number of furnaces and rolling mills 
can be included in one gigantic establishinent, and the costs of superintendence and adminis­
tration, which are borne by coal, in many of the works requircd in this country to produce 
the same quantity of iron, are there united to one. ~'avored by these facilities, the Scotch 
furnaces are able to make iron at a cost of only £2. 08. 3d. per ton." 
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in this rerrard, it will require something more than the release of the 
duty on provincial coals to unsettle it, and change the established chan­
nels through which it has bee~ cond~cted. Our p~ople haye become 
accustomed to this mode of dom a busmess. Many dIfferent, Important, 

/") 

and influential interests are combined to preserve the present course of 
trade, and it cannot easily be subverted or disturbed. 

12. The statement A in the appendix shows that the "Mining Asso­
ciation" of the British provinces have had the management of t~e coal 
fields upwards of a quarter of a century, and commenced workmg the 
Pictou and Sidnev mines as long ago as 1827; and yet, not 200,000 
tons of coals hay'e been raised from the mines in anyone year. It 
would be a deplorable confession of our lack of enterprise and in­
dustry, and of our inferiority to the Nova Scotians, for us to apprehend 
(even if a change of the control of the mines favorable to their increased 
production should take place,) any injurious competition from them in 
coals, either in our own, or foreign markets. If it were possible that 
the entire laboring male population of Nova Scotia could engage in 
coal mining, they could not produce two millions of tons of coal 
annually. If they bought all their food, and drink, and raiment, all 
their necessaries, and luxuries, .abandoned fishing, ship-building, and 
agriculture, and other employments of manual labor, and devoted 
themselves exclusivf'ly to raising, shipping, and selling coals to the 
United States, they could not materially affect the domestic coal inter­
ets of this country. 

The stimulant to increased production given by the abrogation of the 
United States duty of 30 per cent. cannot provide them the m(}(Lns of 
increase; it will {l0 tchangc the tide of European emigration fi:om the 
United States to Nova Scotia. The exoneration of their coals from 
this duty will not have the talismanic power of creating additiollallabor 
to raise, transport, and ship their coals; or to give the population of 
l\"ova Scotia, and the other colonies, the ability to consume, or other­
wise advantageously dispose of the additional stores of our manufac­
tures and products, which they must receive in payment for any aug­
mented shipments of coals to us. In truth, its effects in any way will 
be limited as to both countries. 

13. There is another consideration that should not be wholly lost sight 
of. The statement A shows the character of the "gigantic monopoly," 
controlling the ~ova Scotia and Cape Breton coal mines, compiled 
from unimpeachable authoritif's. An American author of high intelli­
gence, Mr. R. C. Taylor, of Pennsylvania, in his" StatisLics of Coal," 
in writing on this very subject,· ridicules the npprehension of competi­
tion vom these mines, managed under what he styles" the deplorable 

-NoTT.,-)Ir, Taylor, at page 189 ofbis valuable work, says: "In reciting these details, we, 
a,s well as our readers. cannot omi,t to remark the injurious magnitude of sucb gigalltic mDlIOpO­
ius as tbe one before us, In thIS case it covers an extent of more tban twelr;e millions of 
?cres, or, tbree times tbe size of Wales, It is scarcely necessary to say that its tendency is to' 
lJDpoverJab the people; to destroy all energy in cultivating the abundant natural resources of 
a fine country; to prevent a)] fair and whofesome competition; to nalTOW the scope of active 
and ,productive industry; and to discourage all individual and general enterprise, On the 
cont",uan~e of such ,a deplorable system, the rival coal prOpridOTS of the UlIited Slate., may well 
found thei,T calculatwm of. a Temunerati."e inteTnal tTade in coal at ho1ne, Il!ith eIIeft greater sajet, 
and certaInty than on the mfluence of tariffs, and the Testrictions of international rtgui.alion •• " 
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system," which must continue to be so long as the monopoly is con-
tinu~. . 

But even if thp effect of the proposed arrangement should be con­
trary to the opinions now advanced; if the prices of domestic coals to 
New England, and other consumers of the United States, are cheapened 
by the proposed reciprocal arrangement, the result should not be dep­
recated by this country. The advocates of the doctrine of protec­
tion to our domestic manufactures-our iron, cotton, and woollen 
establishments, whose aggregate capitals now exceed $200,000,000, 
surely ought not to object; for all those manufactures will be im­
mediately and directly bentfttted. So will our immense steam navi­
gating mterests on the seas, and in our rivers and lakes; and so 
win every branch of "home industry" that employs steam power and 
uses coals for fuel. It does not follow that a reduction of the price of 
coals involves the substitution of foreign coals for domestic coals. The 
eastern manufacturer wants. the domestic markets of Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and Maryland, and the markets in their vicinity, West and 
South, wherein to dispose of his' manufactures. If New England 
abandons the coals of those States, she is certain to lose (to some extent 
at least) their markets. Trade will regulate itself as to prices, and as 
to buyer and seller. It languishes when it ~eases to be an interchange 
of commodities, at fair prices, to both. If domestic coal$ are reduced 
in price to the New England manufacturer, by alll)wing the introduc­
tion of Nova Scotia coals free, he i~ enabled of course to manufacture 
cheaper, so that, in fact, the same quantity of Pennsylvania, Virginia, or 
Maryland coals will buy a like quantity and quality of manufactures as 
at this time. If the prices of the manufactures are lessened in a corres­
ponding ratio to the diminution of the present price of coals, the coal 
producers and the manufacturer mutually realize the same profits as 
now. 

A carerul and impartial consideration of all the premises, it is sub­
mitted, will result in the conviction, that any alarm lest the exoneration 
of Nova Scotia, or other provincial coals, from the duty of 30 per cent. 
now levied in the United States, or from all duties, may be fraught 
with ruin to our domestic coal interests, is causeless. Pictou, or Sydney, 
or any other provincial coals, cannot thereby be enabled to supplant 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, or Virginia coals in the New England mar­
kets, or even to affect, injuriously, our domestic coal interests, whether 
of capital or labor, there or elsewhere. In truth the fear that our do­
mestic coal trade, now amounting to more than nine millions oj tons 
annuaily, and increasing at least half a million of tons every year, and 
the supply not then keeping up with the increasing home demand, 
can p~ssibly receive detriment fro!"" t~e compe.tition of the ~omparatively 
insigmficant product of the provmcIaI coal fields, that YIeld less than 
200,000 tons per annum-from which, too, shipments cannot be made but 
about half the year, and the coals also being all of one kind-and, if all the 
available aid in labor, shipping, and capital that can possibly be ob-

·tained to increase their production be estimated, and supposing that the 
colonies can consume or dispose of our products or manufactures, ad­
equate to pay for the apprehended increase of the quantity of their coals 
sent to the United States, will, it is 'conceived, be regarded as absurd, 
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by practical men of an ordinary degree of commercial intelligence. 
Instead of arguments of this character against the onero~s. tax, the p~o­
pIe of the United States are compelled to pay for the p~-lvllege of usmg 
foreign coals, the possessors of coal fields, who entertam any such ap­
prehensions, oug~t to u~e m?re economy, and. super~dded energy and 
industry, in workmg theIr mmes and transpo:tmg theIr coals to m.arket. 
And such means may be safely and fully reh~d upon as all-s~~cl.ent to 
prevent Nova Scotia coals, and in fact all foreIgn coals, fr0rI! lllJ?nously 
atiecting their just interests. Monopolies, created by l~glslatlon and 
upheld by legislation, are partial and o.dio.u~. Mon?pol!es of ene~gy, 
enterprise, and industry, not founded on mVI<hous leglslatLve protectIOn, 
are the reverse. Experience hus sbow~ tha~, in ~nalog~us cases, the 
timidity and selfishness of property has llnagmed hke eVIl results that 
never occurred.* In this instance, the objection is a mere scarecrow. 

• NOTE.-A memorable example of this occurred in 1846, when the coal interests remon­
strated against the reduction of the duty of $175 per ton on foreign coal, and predicted t~e 
destruction of the home coal interests. The intelligent Mr. R. C. Taylor, of Pennsylvania, 
in his work, before cited, published in 1848, says: 

" Coal trade bettoeen British America and the United States." 

" During the discussion of the United Stlltes tariff bill of 1846, much anxiety was felt and 
expressed in the United States, but especially in Pennsylvania, as to the effect which a re­
mission of so large an amount of the duty then imposed on the introduction of foreign coals 
might have on her home tralle . 

•• It was shown, and may be confirmed by inspection of our own tables, that while with the 
1842 tariff duty of $1 75 per ton, the increase of bituminous coal from the colonies into Bos­
ton, its principal market, was, in 1825, sixty-five per cent. over the supply of 1844, the increase 
of Pennsylvania anthracite in the same market, and at the same time, was only eighteen 
and one-half per cent. It might with good reason, therefore, be inferred that on reducing the 
duty to about one-third of the sum heretofore paid, the consequences would be a diminished 
demand for anthracite, and the almost total exclusion of American bituminous coal from the 
Eastern i:'tates. 

" This has not pr"ved to be tile result, for while the foreign coal of Boston, fur instance, has 
remained nearly stationary under a low tariff, the home trade in anthracite has trebled. 

" It s('ems to us that there is one view in relation to a reciprocal trade in coal which has 
heretofore been overlooked. Thus, Canada, although just now not a very important cus­
tl>mer, is a purchaser of American coal to a certain extent. Thus again, while the provinces 
of Nova i:'cotia and New Brunswick obtain a limited number of customers from one or two 
American ports in their vicinity, the coal proprietors of Pennsylvania, of Ohio, and ultimately 
of Michigan, will, in their turn, supply the adjacent provinces of Canada with the fuel of 
which they are in need. The colonial government imposes no tariff on this importation, 
although the American duty is 30 per cent. on what is received in the United States, a tax 
equivalent to 65 cents per ton. As there exists no coal formation in all Canada, along a 
frontier of more than a thousand miles, as the wants of the people increase, as manufactories 
occasion new demands, with an increasing population, as the recent requirements of smelting 
within the miuing regions call for an adequate supply of mineral fuel, it doeij appear to us 
tllat tlte Canadian prolJinces are destined to become extensil1e recipients of American coal, and to 
an amount ultimately that will immeasurably eLCeed the amount of NOlJa Scotia coal whitl, may 
reach the American Atlantic ports . 

.• In consequence of the reduced duty on coal imported into the United States, an additional 
impulse was given towards the clustl of 1846 to the trade in coal from the British colonies. 
Some cargoes, of from 31)0 to 400 tons burthen each, were, on the passing of the act of Con­
gress of July, 1846, at once chartered in London fur this trade. The deep waters of the 
Nort.h Eastern coast allow the largest class of vessels to take in and deliver cargoes of Nova 
Sc?tla and Sydney coals, and hence they could bring it at II lower rate than the small vessela, 
which cOllve~ the Pennsylvania and Virginia coals, independently of avoiding the heavy charges 
on the AmerICan coal by railroads and inland navigation. 

" For four years the admission of Nova Scotia coal had been increasing in the Eastern 
P?rtB for th~ iron and other manufa~tures, for the supply of the Cunard steamers, and for va­
nous uses, ~ the face of II protective duty of $2 25 per chaldron. With a diminished duty, 
therefore, It IS probable a C!Jllsiderable demand for this description of coal toill take place in the,. 
~~ . 
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Neither the coal proprietors, nor the coal laborers, nor the coal con 
sumers of this country, nor any interest of consequence, can be jeop­
arded by the proposed exoneration. 
An~ if the proposed arrangement should cause a large increase of 

the sll1pments of coal from Nova Scotia to the United States, it is pre­
sumed that the exports, from the United States to Nova Scotia, of the 
cotton, rice, tar, pitch and turpentine, tobacco, and other products of 
the soutbern States; and of the flour, provisions, &c., of the western 
States; and of the anthracite and semi-bituminous coals of the middle 
States; and of the manufactures of the middle and eastern States, via 
our Atlantic ports, will be augmented pari passu with the increase of 
our imports of Nova Scotia coals. This must be the inevitable effect 
of the laws of trade, unless we send the specie to Nova Scotia to 
pay for the coals. It is probable, also, that such augmentation of our 
exports, in return for any additional quantity of Nova Scotia coa,ls we 
may buy, will not be limited to the increase of our imports of coals 
merely. The effect of opening the Nova Scotia coal-trade, if such in­
crease should take place, will reach every article of trade and CJm­
merce between the United States and Nova Scotia, and especially those 
proposed to be reciprocally exempted from duties. Commerce begets 
commerce. And it is not doubted that, if the Nova Scotia coal-trade 
should increase, its direct effect will extend to, and have a beneficial 
influence upon, all the trade and commerce between the United 8tates 
and New Brunswick, Prince Edward's Island, and Newfoundland, and 
soon reach and improve that between the United States and Canada_ 
It will tend to stimulate and invigorate all our commerce with all of 
the colonies, and give it activity, value, and permanence. The benefits 
thm resulting to various interests of the United States, will more than 
counterbalance all the apprehended detriment that this country can re­
ceive by the cheapening of Nova Scotia coals, and our domestic coals, 
in our own markets, and to our own consumers, if such should be the 
result. 

That the foreign-coal trade of the United States, or so far as it re­
spects the importation of coals, and especially of coals from Nova 
Scotia, is now chiefly carried in foreign vessels, is shown by statement 
F, ante p. 6. As before stated, these importations are principally into 
Massachusetts, with small quantities to Rbode Island and New York. 
SOIDe few vessels belonging to the United States, since the amelioration 
of the British navigation laws, obtain freights in New York, or in New 
England ports, for Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Prince Edward's Island, 
or the New Brunswick ports on the gulf of St. Lawrence, or the French 
Fishing Islands of St. Pierre, or Miquelon, anu make up their return 
cargo in part with Pictou or Sidney coals; but the trade is not very 
profitable to the~. The same statement. shews that in 1863, three­
fourths of the entIre trade between the Ulllted States and the coast and 
islanu colonies, was in British colonial vessels. The carrying trade 

w "1848.-The expectation suggested in the last paragraph lias not been exactly realized. 
That there has been no larger demand for the provincial coal we ascribe only to the simple' 
fact that no bituminous coal will hereafter be able to supplant the use of anthracite for genera{, 

.purposes, and especially for domestic use."-See page 200, " Statistics of Coal." 
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between the United States and Canada, is quite equally divided between 
United States and Canadian vessels. 

It is not doubted that the opening of the Nova Scotia coal-trade, and 
the auamented commerce produced by the proposed system of recipro­
cal ex~mption of certain leading articles from import duties, will give 
a larger proportion of the carrying trade between us and the coast and 
island colonies, and between us and Canada, to our vessels. Our 
shipping merchants can then carry produce and manufactures from all 
of our ports in their own vessels to the colonips, and dispose of them 
profitably; and a cargo of coals and other exempted articles which, if 
sold in the United States for cost and expenses, and reasonable freight, 
without profit, would be advantageous, as employment is thereby af­
forded their vessels. 

The fact that our Canada and other colonial trade and navigation now 
employ about lu80dths of the seamen, men and boys,-of our entire mercan­
tile marine in foreign trade, (as is shown by statement F, ante p. 6,) is 
worthy of consideration. The en~ire per.~onnel of our mercantile marine in 
our foreign trade, is now about 145,000 men, and 1,500 boys, in all about 
146,500, and it appears that the navigation of our vessels in the trade 
with Canada and the other four British North American colonies, in the 
year ending June 30th, 1853, employed 54,420 men, and 1,200 boys, 
in all 56,620. Next to the whale, and cod, and mackerel fisheries, our 
trade and navigation with these colonies is the best nursery of, and 
school for, hardy, intelligent, and patriotic native American seamen, 
possessed by the country. This i,s a national interest of high importance, 
and ought to be fostered and cherisltrd by every national statesman. Addi­
tional employment to this branch of our navigation will stimulate and 
encourage the augmentation of a class of seamen, that whilst in peace 
they will aid in the extension of our commerce over every sea, may, 
in all emergencies, be implicitly relied upon to defend the rights of 
their country, and to sustain the honor of its flag upon the ocean in time 
of ";var. 

The main object of those who understood the subject, in imposing, 
by the tariff of 1842, the exorbitant duty of $1 75 per ton (about 69.28 
per cent. ad valorem) on the importation of all foreign coals, was to 
repress the introduction of British coals into the United States, and 
thereby protect and encourage chiefly the domestic coal interests of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia; for if the measure affected the 
ultramontane coal interests at all, it was very slightly. And when the 
tariff of 1846 was passed, that this high exaction was only reduced to 
30 per cent. ad valorem may be -ascribed also to the desire to maintain 
the same domestic coal interests. The coals of the provinces were not 
really regarded oy the intelligent statesmen who favored the domestic 
coal interests, as of sufficient consequence to require such measure to 
I?revent competiti~n by them with our ?oals, nor worth special exemption 
from the duty. The proposed recIprocal arrangement does not, if 
adopted, affect the duty on British coals, or any foreign coals, except 
.tho.se .of the fiv~ British North A~~rican provinces. If the present 
tanff IS not modIfied, the duty on BntIsh coals will remain as heretofore, 
since 1846: If Mr. Secretary Guthrie's recommendation is adopted, 
the duty WIll be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem; or if the new' 
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tariff bill reported in the House of Representatives is passed as pre­
sented, the duty will be reduced to 20 per cent. ad valorem. Many 
compl~in of the duties on coals because they are articles of general 
necessIty, and should be cheapened as much as possible to the con­
sumer; and they insist tbat the present, and both the rates proposed 
as substitutes, are too high. The various manufacturers who use min­
ual coals, and especially the iron, and cotton, and woollen manufac­
turers, contend that coals should be regarded the same as "raw ma­
terial" for such manufactures, the taxation of which injures and dis­
courages, im.tead of protecting and encouraging the manufacturer. 
They contend that, in proportion as the raw material is cheapened, 
they are enabled to furnish the manufactures cheaper. It is significant, 
that in many and various memorials to Congress, and pamphlet pub­
lications found here, made by those who ask for ff'deral legislation in 
aid of our" home industry" engaged in the making of iron, the protec­
tion, in the same mode, of the domestic coal interests is not referred to 
favorably." In truth, the iron interests, and the coal inter~ls, are in this 
respect antagonist to each other. The iron interests of the A tlantic States 
desire foreign competition with our domestic coals, in order that the 
prices of both may be reduced, and that they may have a greater vari­
ety. And the interests of the other manufacturers using mineral coals, 
and of owners of steam mills, and of those concerned in steamships 
and steamboats: (which two last-named interests have increased vastly 
within the last ten years,) and others concerned in steam, are all on 
the side of ''free trade in coals." Insomuch as the southern portion of 
the confederacy below the parallel of 35° north latitude as yet uses but 
few mineral coals, the enhancement of the prices of foreign and domes­
tic coals some 20 or 30 per cent. in our Atlantic cities, by a duty on 
imported coals tu such amount, it is argued is no detrimeut to that 
section; and also that, as below the same parallel there are but few 
domestic coals raised, except for consumption in the neighborhood of 
the mines, the benefits directly accruing to that section from the pro­
tection and encouragement of the domestic coal int.erests are quite lim­
ited. There are, however, statesmen who regard the high duties on 
coals as detrimental to the Southern cotton, rice, and tobacco interests, 
and to the Western grain and provision interests, and, in fact, to all 
our export interests. One of the injurious effects is to destroy the 
British markets for our products exported to the extent of the value of 
the British coals that would be exchanged for such products and im­
ported into t~e l!n~ted States but for t.he high duty; though at this 
time or hereafter It IS not supposed that, If the present duty was wholly 
released, the shipments of British coals to the United States would be 
very greatly increased. Our imports in 1853 from Great Britain and 
Ireland were but 109,751 tons, of the value of $275,335; but other cir­
cumstances than the high duties now operate to prevent any large im­
portations of coals from Great Britain to t~e United States. If such 

• In the memorial of the iron manufacturers of New England to Congress, asking for a mod­
ification of the tariff of 1846, presented in 1850, prepared by John L. Hayes. esq., of Maine. 
which is, perhaps, the ablest and most ingenious ~amphlet pu~li8hed on that side of the 9-ues 
tion, at page 17, coals are referred to as not needlDg protectlOn, because undel' the tantf of 
1846" tM price of combustible Iw. increased." 



24 

increase was to take place, it would not affect any coal interests but 
those of the three Atlantic States above specified. It could not injuri­
ously interfere with the coal intere~ts of the interior States. The State 
of Illinois, havilla the most extensIve and valuable coal fields of any 
State of the confederacy can never apprehend any injury to its coal 
interests from foreign competition in any quarter: nor can Iowa, that 
is supposed to rallk next to her; nor Kentucky, that ranks next after 
Pennsylvania; nor Ohio, that ranks next after Kentucky; nor Indiana, 
Missouri, Michigan, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, that rank next in the order 
named. On the contrary, it may be confidently predicted that within afew 
years, so soon as the internal improvements already in progress, afford­
ing facilities for the transportation of their coals to the Atlantic markets, 
are completed, the competition of the ultramontane States with the At­
lantic States in mineral coals will so reduce the price of our coals that 
there will be no rivalry from Great Britain, or the British North Amer­
ican colonies, or from any other quarter of the old or new world, in that 
commodity .. It is believed that in less than twenty years there will be 
none but adventitious and incidental importations of foreign coals into 
the United States; and that we shall annually export hundreds of thou­
sands of tons to other countries, and be enabled to undersell most for­
eign coals. 

During the times when the doctrine of" protection of domestic indus­
try" by a high tariff was in vogue, the most popular argument urged in 
favor of that policy was, that the result would be that our country 
would avoid all danger of ever being" dependent" on any foreign coun­
try. But now, no intelligent citizen of the United States indulges any 
apprehensions that the free people of this confeJeracy can ever be made, 
by governmental action or non-action, at home or abroad, "dependent" to 
an unwise extent, or unprofitably, and for a long time, upon the people 
of any country on the face of the globe, for any article of neceEslty, or 
for but very few other commodities of high importance. Bounded by 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, with Europe and Africa on the one side, 
and the isles of the Pacific and Asiatic seas, and China and the East 
Indies, on the olher, ,yith the West Indies and Cuba contiauous to, and 
Mexico bordering us, on the south, and on either ocean haying ready 
access to the States still further south of both American continents; 
extending over upwards of 57 degrees of longitude; and fi-om the 47th 
to the 24th parallel of north latitude o.n the eastern, and trom the 49th 
to the 31st o? the western side, with mighty rivers emptying into the 
Gulf of MeXICO, or one or the other Ocean, reaching into the interior in 
ev.ery direction, and ~~st inland seas lying on our northeastell1 margin; 
WIth h~ndr('ds of m~lllOns of agricultural lands of unrivalled fertility, 
produemg every agncultural product known to the same latitudes in 
ot~e~ parts of the globe, and many not produced in ot;Jer countries 
wlthm the same parallels; with unnumbered herds and flocks - with 
prolific lake, riwr, and coast fisheries; with boundless forests ~f val­
uable timber; with exha.u~tless ° stores i~ our mountains, plains, and 
valleys throughout the I mon, either of Iron, copper, lead, zinc, coals, 
or gold, &c:, comprising every variety of metals and mine-raIs; rich in 
m~mufactunng, commercial, and maritime resources; and, above all, 
WIth a people fioee to exert their industry as they may choose, and of 
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unsurpassed intelligence, enterprise, and energy; the idea of any" de­
pendence" by the. United States upon any other country for anything is 
out of the questIOn. . 

One single product of our Southern States controls the labor of more 
!han t~ree ~illions of the population of Great Britain and Europe, and 
It~ bemg Withheld from them for one year would involve them in 
d~stres.s. With the variety of climate of this confederacy, and its 
dIverSIty of products for human subsistence, it is quite improba­
ble that famine will ever extend over it all at the same time; and the 
san:e remark may be made as to the prevalence of pestilence in the 
Umteu Stat~s. Countries that do not possess such variety of climate, 
and rely !Ilamly upon the production of one or t\yO articles of subsist­
ence, liable to be affected by the same causes, are more exposed to 
such calamities; as was the case of Ireland in the famine of 1847, on 
the failure of its potato crop by the rot. But, in this country, a failure 
of.crops in one part, .or a failure of one product, can generally be sup­
phed by the productIOn of the other sections, or of othp.r products not 
likely to be affected by the same causes; and such domestic products 
m~y be conveyed with facility and cheaply by our rivers, canals, and 
raIlroads, pervading every portion of the Union, (excepting as yet the 
newly acquired western and southwestern countries, and the Pacific 
region,) and thereby all necessity for a resort to foreign Ilid is avoided. 
The British North American colonies have not, of themselves, such re­
sources. Their productions, whether of the forest or of the field, of the 
earth or of the sea, are more limited in variety, and particularly as to 
articles of necessity for human subsistence. They produce few of such 
articles in great abundance. They produce still fewer articles that are 
indispensable that we do not produce, or for which we have not avail­
able substitutes. \Ve produce everything they can need in any exi­
gency. Consequently the colonies must necessarily be dependent 
chiefly upon us, their nearest neighbors, in times of scarcity to supply 
a deficiency in the articles they produce, and at all times for the nu­
merous articles that they do not produce, and that 'We duo To this inex­
orable decree of the God of nations, regulations as to trade and com­
merce made by either government must in the end yield. And, there­
fore, whilst we do not in any degree jeopard our independence by 
throwing open our ports, and our trade and commerce, wide and free, 
to these colonies, every such measure increases and stTengthens their ae­
pendence upon us. 

A statement annexed exhibits the coal statistics of the United States 
for 1840 and 1850, as compiled from the published and unpublished 
census returns of those years. It is to be regretted that they could not 
have been furnished less imperfectly. The detailed returns of some 
of the assistant United States marshals, who took the census of 1850, 
are represented to be confused and irregular. Those returns do not 
profess to give an account of any establis~ment, or manufactory:. C?r 
work, or mine, of which the annual product IS less than 5ii500; and It IS 
believed they understate the statistics as to those of which such product 
is over the sum specified, and many establishments are altogether 
omitted, and most of the compilations understate the marshal's return~. 
The officer having charge of the unpublished schedules, in commuru-
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eating the paper from which the annexed statement has in part been 
prepared, says, "I believe the returns will be found to be in many 
cases greatly short of the fact." Though a:ter laborio?s exam!n~tion. of 
the uifferent census accounts of 1860, to dIscover desIred statIStical lD­

formation, the only thing certainly ascertai.ned and est~blished. has .been, 
that those who are in search of authenttc and full lllformatlOn, If not 
satisfied of their disappointment in that quarter, are sure to be. misled; 
insomuch as the unreliable character of these census reports IS pretty 
generally understood, they have been appended hereto, to pass for what 
they are worth. They can do no harm. The following is a synopsis 
of them: 

Published census accounts oj 1840, p. 366. 

Anthracite coal raised in the United States in 1840. _ •.••.•••••. - •••••••• " 
Semi-bituminous, bituminous, and cannel coals raised in the United States in 

1840, 27, 603,191 bushels, at 28 bushels per ton _ ••••• _ •••••••••• - •• , ••• 
Number of men employed in raising anthracite coal.. ••••••••••••• _ ••••••• 

Do .•.....• do .••••• do _ ••.• other coals _ ••••••••• _... • ••••••••••• 
Capital invested in raising anthracite coals ..•••••.•••••.•••••••• _ •••••••• 

Du _ ••. _ ••. _ do. __ • other coals ____ . _ •••••.•.••••• _ .••••••••...••• 
Coals consumed in 1699 iron manufactories in 1840, (p. 354,) _., ••••••••••• 

Unpublished census accounts of 1860. 

tons 863,849 

985,824 
3,013 
3,768 

$4,355.602 
1,868,8fl:l 
1,528,110 

Number of coal-raising establishments .• __ • •••• •••••. •••• •••••• •••••• ••.. 383 
Product (bushels of coal at 28 bushels per ton) .••• , •••••.••.•••••.•••••• tons 4,408,750 
Value at pits of coal raised ........................................ __ .. $6,299, 376 
Number uf men employed........... .... ........ ...... .... .... .... .... ]3,875 
Monthly wages .... __ ................... _..... .... .... .... .... .... .... $304,975 
Capital iuvested ... _........ ................ .......................... $7,992,731 

Whenever Hny State is omitted in the official return, or evidently stated incorrectly, the 
IJroper quantity has been estimated, and in every such instance it is so stated. 

The foregoing items from the unpublished accounts of 1860, being, 
as before observed, exceedingly deficient and imperfect, some remarks 
and notes are subjoined to the statement, to which attention should 
be given. 

The published accounts of the census of 1860 furnish some data 
as to the coals consumed, in the United States in that year, ending 
June 30, 1850. The items below given are taken from the" Ab­
stract rifthe Census," (pp. 15-1 to 160,) which book seems to have been 
prepared with care and statistical ability.- The number of colliers or 

. • NOTE.-There were in ]850 colliers or coal traders '2,948; employed in coal mines, 14,437; 
ID cotton factories, 34,409; in woollen factories, 21,720; in iron founderies, furnaces, and roll· 
ing.mills, 57,579; lime·burners, 1,732; in saw, planing, and grist mills, 47,409; in glass facto­
ries,5,433. Black and white smiths, 99,703; IIrmorers, 469; bell and brass founders, ],353; 
ill8~rument-makers, 2,756; boiler-makers, 1,581; brass and composition.makers, 573; copper· 
8m~ths, 1,760; cutlery-makers, 892; file-cutters, 291; gas·fitters, 56t; gas·makers, 148; gun· 
smIths, 3,84:3; iron founders, 9,-.no; iron-workers, 5,008; machinists, 24,095; nail manufae· 
turers, 2,1146; saw-makers, 554; tinsmiths, 11,747.' 

The commerce Hnd navigation report of 1850 shows the United States had then 525,946 
tons of steam vessels. Sinee 1850 there has been built-in 185] 233 steamers' in ]852, 
259 steam.er~; a~d in 1853, 27] steamers; in all, 760, and the ton~age is stated ~t 604,616 
tons, and It !s eStimated there are 2,000 steam vessels. There are upwards of 20 steamships 
and v~ssels m t.he .naval, revenue, and coast survey service, and six new steam frigates are to 
be bUilt. The Umted States use at least 50 000 tons of coals annually in the different branchee 
of the public service. ' 
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coal traders in the United States in 1850, 2,948, and in which none are 
allowed to either Pennsylvania or Louisiana, and the numbers of different 
occupations, &c., &c., have been taken from the published "Census 
Report," p. 57 to 79, &c. 

COALS RAISED AND COALS CONSUMED IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1850. 

Domestic coals consumed in United States in 1850, from" Abstract of Census," pp. 154 to 160. 

In 1094, manufactories of cotton goods .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
In 1,559 .•••. do •••••••• woollen goods .•••••••.••••••••••••••.•• ! .......... . 
In 377 ••••. do .•.••••• pig iron ..•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
In ] ,391. •••• do •••••••• castings . • • • • •• •••• •• • • •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
In 422 .•••• do .••••••• wrought iron •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 

Tons. 
121,099 
46,370 

645,242 
190,191 
538,063 

Total quantity ..•••••••••••••.••••••••••••...••••••••.••••.••••.•.•••. 1,540,965 
The exports of domestic coals same year, as per United States Report on Com· 

merce and Navigation, for 18.')0, p. 40, were, (value, $167,090). •••. •••••• •••• 38,781 
ADO: 

Estimated quantity of domestic coals consumed in the United States in 1850,jor 
all other uses and purposes than abODe specified, and under statement of quantities 
above given, as was used in the ItJnufactories mentioned.... •••• •••• .... .... 5,500, 000 

Estimated total quantity of coal raised in the United States in 1850 .••••••• 7,079,746 
The tons are estimated at 28 bushels per ton, and weighing 2,240 pounds. 
The estimated value of the coals raised, (7,079, 746 tons,) at $2 50 per ton, average, for all 

kinds of coals, and in the various different localities where they are raised, is $17,699 :i6. 

. The" Abstract of the Census" (ihid) states, also, that the quantities 
of "coke, culm, and charcoal" used in the United States in the same 
manufactories above mentioned were as follows: 

In pig iron manufactories •••••.••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••..•• 
castings .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••.•• 
wrought iron .•••••••••••••••••• ~ .................................... . 

Bushels. 
54,165,236 
2,143,750 

14,510,828 

Total. .•••••• :..... •••••. •••••••• ..•. ...... .... •••• ...... .••• •••••. 71,819,814 
What quantities of" coke, culm, and charcoal" were used in saUle year, 1850, for uses and 

purposes besides those above specified, cannot be stated from any certain data. 

The imports into the United States of foreign coals for same year, 
1850, and the exports of foreign coals same year, were as follows, (vide 
statements B, C, and E): 

Tons. Value. 
Imports of foreig». coals into the United States in 1850 •••• ,. 180,439 $378,817 (p. 256) 
Exports ••••••. do •••••• from •••••••• do ........ do. •.•• •••• 6, 480 66,962 (p. 123) ----

Foreign coals consumed in the UnitQd States in 1850 .•• , 173,959 311.855 

The memoranda in the appendix contains estimates of the quantities 
of all the mineral coal (anthracite, semi-bituminous, bituminous, and 
cannel coals, &c.,) raised in the United States, in the year ending June 
30, 1654; and also of the quantities supposed to have been raised 
in several of the different States, in the same year, upon which the 
estimate as to 1854 are in part based. The absence of authentic and 
certain data whereon to found these estimates precludes the idea of 
their being. advanced as any thin~. else t~a~ co~jectural indices, or 
approximauons to the true quantItIes. ' Notlce IS made also ot the 
movement and progress of the domestic coal trade, prices of different 
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coals at different places, in past years, and in 1854; and the extraordi­
nary increase of the raising of coals since 1819, unparallelled by that 
of any product of this country, and it is believed of the world, (except 
the cotton crop of the southern section of the Unil.ed States,) is also 
shown, and of the cost of transportation and prices of freights between 
different ports and places. The statistics therein gi \'en have been 
gathered from commercial newspapers and other puhlications of the 
United States. All the statements presented with this paper, stated 
to have been compiled from the returns of the United States Treasury, 
may be fully relied upon, as may also those taken from the official 
British and provinc!ial retums. 

An intelligent Boston merchant has suggested that the quantity 
annually used by New England, for two or three years past, of Penn­
sylvania, Yirginia, and Maryland coals, is an average of about 
1,100,000 Vms. A careful consideration of the statistics now presented 
has induced the opinion that the quantity stated is too small. This 
opinion is strellgthened into conviction by the fact, (proved beyond all 
question by the census returns for 1850,) that in the year named, at least 
153,000 tons of mineral coal were consumed. by the New England cot­
ton, woollen, pig iron, castings, and wrought iron manufactories; and 
at least five and a half millions of bushels of coke, culm, and charcoal 
were also con!!umed in that year, in the same pig iron, castings, and 
wrought iron manufactories. These quantities do not include the coals 
&c., used £)r railroad locomotives, ior domestic fuel, for glass manufac­
tories, for gas, for other manufactories and mills, for printing presses, 
for steamships and steamboats, and many other purposes. They do 
not include the consumption by those whose establIshments did not 
produce over $500 annually. Nor is the consumption of these coals, 
&c., by the 13,932 black and white smiths, the 286 armorers, the 81 
instrument-makers, the 90 boiler-makers, the 101 brass and composi­
tion-makers, the 455 cutlery-makers, the 318 glass manufacturers, the 
46 file-cutters, the 301 gunsmiths, the 9,741 machinists, the 940 nail 
manufacturers, the 69 saw-makers, the 2,124 tinsmiths, or the 143 
plumbers, &c., &c., in the six New England States (vide Census Re­
port, preface, p. 57, &c.) included. Considering the increased con­
sumption since IS50, it is confidently assumed that not less than two 
millions qf tons of mineral coals, &c., were consumed in New England 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854. And nearly all of these 
coals were domestic, and fi'om the three middle Atlantic States, before­
mentioned; and nearly the whole of the coke, culm, and charcoal used 
by the same consumers, and others in the Gnited States, was domestic 
also, as but fifty tons ","ere imported into the Cnited States, in 1853, and 
none in 1852. Not more than 110,000 tons of foreign coals, of which 
say ~bout 20,000 tons was probably British, and 90,000 tons Nova 
Scotm coals, it is estimated were used in all New England during the 
year 1854. The total imports of all foreign coals into the United States 
III ] 853, less the exports of same coals, was 231,009 tons, of which 
108,831 tons were from Great Britain and Ireland, and 120,764 tons 
from the British North American Colonies; and of which it is estimated 
tha~ one-fifth of t?e European coals, .a!ld f~ur-fifths of the provincial coals, 
so Imported, bemg near the quantItIes Just specified, were consumed 
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in New England in 1853. As the imports of foreign coals have not 
increased in the last year, the same estimate is made for 1854. The 
~omestic ~oals exporte~ in 1853 were 79,150 tons. The quantity has 
Increased III 1854. It IS supposed that the domestic coals sold to foreian 
steamers for fuel, on their voyages from our ports on the Atlantic, in 
the Gulf of ~rexico, on ~he Pacific, and in the great lakes, (and .there­
fore for forelgn consumptwn, though not included in the accounts of do­
mestic exports,) if t~1e quantities could be obtained, when added to the 
expo1·t.S, would ~earl~ equal the total of all the foreign coals imported and 
used III the U mtcd ::;tates: As before noticed, there is sold annually in 
Boston and Ne.w york. qUlte 50,OO~ to~s of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
Maryland seml-bltummous and bltummous coals to the British Cunard 
steamers alone. 

Estimating the annual increase since 1850 at ten per cent. per annum, 
the quantity of cools raised in the United °tates in 1854 would be as 
follows: 
Quantity estimated to have been raised in 1850 __ ..... 7,000,000 tons. 
Ten per cent. per annum increase for four years __ .. _ 2,800,000 " 
Quantity raised in 1854 ..••...... _____________ ... 9,800,000 " 

But to prevent the charge of over-estimate, the quantity is now set 
down at nine millions of tons, which is certainly beneath the true quantity 
raised, and this does not include the quantity of domestic coke, culm, 
&c., that cannot have fallen short of ninety millions of Lmshels in the 
same year. 

A statement in appendix contains an estimate, based on the best 
authorities that could be procured for reference, of the acres in square 
miles of the coal·fields of some of the principal coal countries of the 
world, with their present supposed annual production and exportation. 
The areas of the different coal· fields of Great Britain and the British 
Isles and Ireland have been variously estimated. The a,!!gregate area 
of those fields is now generally set down at 11,860 square miles."" The 
annual production of these mines has also been ~iffen-:ntly :,tated. The 
following statement gives the production for the year 1::;5,* at forty­
two millions of tons. The consumption and expoTtation is estimated as 
follows: 

.. NOTE.-The statement referred to shows that Great Britain is first of the countries of the 
old world as to {lxtent of coal-field8, production, and exports of coals; bllt the single State of Il­
linois has/our times, and Iowa has twice the area of coal-fields t?a~ G~'eat Britain has. Vi~­
ginia, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Ohio, each e.xceed Grea~ ~l'Italll III 8~ch area j .and IllI­
nois, Iowa, and Yir~';Dia, each exceed such area Ill. Great Bntam and all ~ur(lpe .umted. In 
production, Great Britain stands first, and. the Umt~~ States ~ex~: and of the Uillted States, 
Pennsylvania far exceeds any other State III productIOn, and III fact she produces more than 
half the entire quantity raised in the United /:itates. The British North American provine.es 
exceed in area the coal-fields of Great Britain and all Europe togethl'f, but do not equal VIr­
ginia, Iowa, or Illinois. See V?l. .1, p. 2!" Sir Charles Lyell's travels in the United States, 
describing the coal-fields of IllInOIS, IndIana, and Kentucky. 
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P"od'llction 0/ coal in Grea.t Britain and lreland in 1864. 

Ton!. 

Domestic consumption and smaller manufactures .•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 22,600,000 
Production of pig. iron •••• •••••• •••••. •••• •••••• •••••. .••••• •••••• •••. •.•• 9,500,000 
C(ltton manufactures... ••. •••••. ..•••• •••••• .••••• . .•••. •••••. •••••. •••••• 1,000,000 
Woollen, linen, and silk manufactures, &c..... •••• •••••. •••••• •••••• •••• •••• 1,"00,000 
Salt-works ..•... , •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• •••• •••••• •••••. •.•• 400,000 
Lime.works.. •••. •••• •••••• ...... ...... ...... .... .... •••••. •••• .... ...... 700,000 
Railroad carriages, steamers, &c. ...... •••. •••• •••••• ...... ...... ...... •••• 1,300,000 
Shipped from Great Britain to Ireland...... ..••••..•••.•••• ••• .... ...... •••• 1,500,000 

Home consumption,...... ...... ...... ...... • .•.• ...... •••• •••• ...... ...... 38,000,000 
Exports to colonies, and to all foreign countries (see table 2 in Appendix for 1852) 4,000,000 

Total production in 1854 ............................................ 42,000,000 

Mr. McCulloch in his" Commercial Dictionary," of 1847, vol. 1, p. 
298, London edition of 1860, gives the production at 34,600,000 ~01Ul 
for the year 1845. Mr. Spackman, in his work, published in London 
in 1847, styled" An Analysis of the occupations of the people," p. 96, 
estimates the total production for 1846 at 38,400,000 tons. Insomuch 
a:5 the official returns of the exports of Great Britain, for 1845, show 
that a greater quantity, by731,OOO tons, was exported to the colonies and 
foreign countries, than Mr. McCulloch allows, it is presumed Mr. Spack­
man is the most correct; and Mr. l\lcC., in his" Statistical account of 
the British Empire," published in London in 1847, p. 599, says that 
38,400,000 tons was, for 1846, "moderately estimated."· When it is 
considered that less than 1 ~ per cent. per ann\lm is allowed for the 
increased consumption since 1846, and $at no account is t;;tkel;l of the 
consumption of Ireland, except by including the exports to that island 
from Great Britain, it is believed this estimate of forty·two millions of 
tons, for 1854, will be regarded as equally" moderate." The estimated 
average value of these coals at the pits is about 10 shillings per ton, or 
£24,000,000. The a..rerage cost of these coals to consumers in cities 
and towns, to which they can be transported readily and cheaply, and to 
purchasers in ports of shipment abroad, varies from ] 1 shillings to 36 
shillings per ton. 

The vast resources of the United States, both in coal and iron; the 
nearer equalization of the wages of labor in this and the old ,V orld, 
continually taking place in consequence of the emigration of hundreds 
of thousands of the best European laborers hither every year; the fact 
that foreign capital is constantly seeking profitable and safe investments 
here, to escape the apprehended political convulsions in the old World; 
and the unequalled enterprise and industry of our people, caused by 
the cheering and invigorating influences of our republican institutions 
upon the working men, render it quite certain that in less than a quar­
ter of a century we shall outstrip every nation on the globe in the pro­
duction of coal and iron, and in the manufacture of iron; and that we 

"NoH.-See also on this subject McQueen's" British StatistiC8, (London, 183i,) pp. 70 
to 74; Porter's" Progress of the Nation," (London, 1851,) p. 274, &c.; Marshall's" Statis­
tics of British Empire," (London, 1836,) p. 237; official" Statistical Abstract for United 
Kingdom," to 1853, p. 16; R. C. Taylor'. "Statistic8 of Coal," (Philadelphia, 1848,) pp. 257, 
258, 259, &c. 
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~hall ~e in. advance of every. other people in agricultural products, and 
10 navlgatmg and commercial resources. 

Coal a~d iron have been and :ret a~e two of the most important ele­
ments o~ the vast wea!th and .. glgantlc power of the British empire.­
The attalI~ment of her .hlg~ pOSItlO~ h:y us is not so likely to be accelerated 
or even aIded by legislatIVe restnctlOns, as to the trade and commerce 
between this a.nd other countries, or legislative efforts by us to stifle 
or depress the mdustry of any other nation, as it is to be retarded bv 
su~h ~easu.res. Wha~eve: increase may: occur in the quantity of coais 
faJsed In this country, It WIll be less attnbutable to leO'islative wisdom 
in imposing fetters upon the f~reign c:oa1. trade, tbaI~ to the superior 
natural advantages we possess III our nch and exhaustless coal fields' 
to the extended and increasing markets at home and abroad' to th; 
~api~ly augmenting facilities for the transportation of our coals from the 
mtenor to the seaboard markets, and to the energy of our citizens. No 
increase stimulated and quickened by restrictions in the form of oner­
ous impost duties on foreign coal, can be depended upon as per­
manent. Prosperity thus created is factitious and in continual peril. 
The federal government may rightfully, and ought to, encourage, ad­
yance, and prot~ct the de~elopment of our home resources by provid­
Ing for the use 111 our public works, and by our army and navy, of do.­
mestic coals and iron, even it at higher cost than the foreign articles, 
when the qualityi::; equal. But generally "laisser lesJaire," is the true 
rule that the coal and iron interests of the- United States should main­
tain. Stringent courses as to the trade and cO.mmerce of any other coun­
try, even if;n retaliation for illiberat restrictions enforced against us, 
cannot result in good to this, though they may harm the other country. 
it is believed such illiberal policy is discarded by a large majority of the 
people of the United States. For the last fifLeen years the most en­
lightened and free nations of the earth have been maintaining and put­
ting into operation the wiser principles of "Jreedom oj trade." We 
are in practice behind several of them; for the average rate of duty im­
posed by the tariff of '46 is higher than the average rate prescribed by 

.. NOTE.-British authors, in writing upon this subject, say: "As respects the supply of 
eoal, Britain is singularly favored; a large portion of the surface of the cl)untry haviug under 
it continuous and thick beds of this valuable mineral-vastly more precious to us than would 
have been the mines of the precious metals like those of Peru and Mexico; for coal, since it 
bas been applied to the steam engine. is really boarded power, applieable to almost every pur· 
pose which human labor, directed by ingenuity, call accomplish. It is the possession of her 
coal mincs which has rendered Britain, in relation to the whole world, what a city is to the 
rural districts which surround it-the producer and dispenser of the various products of art 
and ·industry."-McCullocft's Dictionary of Cotnm£rce, p. 296. "The value of the mineral 
products of England would be greatly inferior to what it actually is, were it not for the abund­
ant supply of good coal found in various districts of the kingdom. It cannot be necessary to 
point out the many advantages which it derives from the possession of our coal mines, the 
sources of greater riches than ever issued from the mines of Peru, or from the diamond 
grounds at the base of the Neela Mulln mountains. But for our command or fuel, ~he inven­
tions of Watt and Arkwli"ht would have been of small account; our Iron mlDes must 
long since have ceased to b; worked, and nearly every important branch of manufacture which 
we now possess must have been rendered impracticable, or, at best, have been eondueted upon 
a comparatively insignifican~ 8cale."-Porter's Progr~ss oft/re .B:itish N?tion," p. 273. "Our 
coal mines have been sometimes called the black lndws; and It IS certalD that they have con­
ferred a thousand times more real advantage on us than we have derived from the conquest of 
the Mogul empire, or than we should have reaped from the dominion of Mexico and Peru."­
McCuUoch's Account of the British Empire. 'Dol.l,p. 597. 

I'll 
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the 1atest tariffs of Great Britain and her colonies, of France, and other 
countries, and even of the Islands of Cuba and Portu Rico. The new 
tariff prop02cd hy the Treasury, and that recently reported ?y the 
Committee of \Vavs and Means of the House of Representatl\·es of 
the Uuited States, do not brina down the tax on imports to be paid by 
the consumer in the U nited S~ltes to the scale adopted in the countries 
named. Of course, to arrive at this rflsult in each instance, a few arti­
cle:', such Ct::i tooacco, (which pays nearly 1200 per cent. in Great 
Britain,) are exdudeu from the general tariff: The highest duty ex­
acted in the British North American colonies upon the importation of 
our products and merchandise into them, does not exceed 12t per cent. 
ad valorem, and their free list is comparatively more liberal than ours; 
and it shoold also he borne in mind, that our products and manufac­
tures are aumitted by the ct)lonies on the same terms as the products 
and manub.ctures of Great Britain. 

The increase of the demand for coals in the United States will be 
caused by the increa:,e of the use of steam power of all kind:;;, steam 
manufactories, mills, steam vessels, on the ocean and upon our inland 
waters, locomoti \,(,8 fur railroads, and in the augmented use of coals 
for gas and for domestic fuel. Those most competent to form a correct 
opinion on this subject have not hesitated to express the convictIOn that, 
for many years to come, the supply in our country will not be equal to 
the demand for home consumption, and this year the deficiency will be 
near five hundred thousand tons, and that the demand will continue to 
exceed the supply, and require foreign importations to make up the 
deficienGY until the coal fields of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, '&;c., are more 
fully opPlIed, and a larger portion of their inexhaustible wealth brought 
into m<lrket. These coals do not, as yet, reach our seaboard markets, 
except in limited quantities. All the Atlantic cities rely principally 
on Pennsylvania, VIrginia, and Maryland 10r domestic coal, and on 
Great Britain amI NOVel Scotia for their 10reign coal. 

The statistic3 annexed show how rapid has been the augmentation 
of Pennsylv(lnia coals since 1819, and enable some comparison to be 
made between that ;-)tatp- and other States. 

In twenty yea rs, it is repeated, no foreign coal whatever will be 
brought into the United States for use, unless of very peculiar qualities 
and 10r p~'rticular purpo:es. Great Britain and Ireland, it is stated, 
no\\" raist: -!:!,OOO,:)OO tons of coals annually, and export 4,000,000 tom, 
leaving 33,000,000 tons fur home consumption.* Increasing as the 

.. Non:.-Some English writers insist that the coal fields of Great Britain will yield a full 
supply of ('oab fl.r several thousands of years-some for tll'O, and some one thousand, and II 

f~w filII a little lower. Sir Robert Peel, when (July 25, 18:34) he resisted the taking off the 
~xport duty on coals said, (vide" Peel's Opinions and Speeches," p. 4H :) .. I am not at all sat­
Isfied as .to tlte proofs of tlte Dery abundant supply of coal in this country. I know that the reo 
productlnu uf coal (antl the evidence of reproduction is far from convincinu; in fact I may 
say tLat tht're i, no i'."'litive evidence of a reproduction,) is not so rapid as tlte consu'mpti07l. 
:r~en our legislature I . ., ~nrely not to contemplate merely the present interests of the country; 
It 18 bountl to look f, ,rward, even for a period of 400 or 500 years. In matters of legislation or 
~scal arrang~ment, the iatl!re~ts of remote periods ought always to be considered, unless some 
lII~mense uluwat, ad\"an.'B~e IS ~o be gained. I am not satisfied that the supply of coals in 
thIS country-:-I w~an 01 ,.,rLI,. lying so near the trUrface as to bi procured upon clleap and mod­
erate termS-Is so abuml:!1IC as some honorable gentlemen suppose. That somewhere in the· 
bosom of the earth th"re is a supply that may last for centuries I do not mean to deny· bu~ 

"V " 
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use o~ coals is in the United States, it is not extravagant to estimate 
that, m twenty years, the home demand will exceed 20 000 000 of tons 
a~~uall:y. Th~ anthracite coal of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Vir­
gInia WIll find Its way west, and the bituminous coal of the same States 
continue to supply the Atlantic border ~ whilst the States of Illinois 
Kentucky, Ohio; Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Missouri will meet th~ 
wants of the ultramontane region; but so soon as the railroad trans­
portation contempl.ated is completed, all will send a portion of their 
vast ~tores of supenor coal to the seaports for ~xportation, an~ at cheap­
er pnces t.han any ot~er coals can be supplied. A sagaCIOUS writer 
on the subject of the Increase of coals in the United States estimates 
that, in less than thirty years, as much as 35,000,000 tons will be raised 
annually, and find a profitable market. 

It is not a little extraordinary that, whilst most of the statesmen of 
this country denounce the restrictive tariff system, not yet extirpated 
from some of the despotic governmental senilities of the old World, and 
boast that we are in advance of mankind in respect to the doctrines of 
"freedom of trade," some of them still cling to the protective duty on 
coals, in the face of the fact that Great Britain, Austria, Russia, the Nether­
lands, the Hanse Towns, Mexico, Sweden, Cuba, and some of the Brit­
ish colonies, and several other countries, have released all impositions 
upon foreign coals, and admit them free of charge or impost. 

And why should consumers of coal in the United States-the manu­
facturers of cotton and wool, and pig iron and castings, and other man­
ufactures-the railroads, the gas-light consumers, the steamship and 
steamboat owners, and the hundreds of thousands who use coal-be 
compelled by law to pay a tax of 30 per cent. to the proprietors of do­
mestic collieries for the privilege of using such foreign coal? If foreign 
coals are the best or the cheapest, there is no justice in coercing the coal­
consumers to pay 30 per cent., any more than to constrain by law the 
consumers of coffee or tea, or marble, or spices, or wines, or watches, 
or other foreign product or manufacture, and of many other articles ot 
foreign mercbandise~ luxuries as well as necessaries, now imported free 
of duty or proposed so to be. 

With respect to the British North American colonies, the trade and 
commerce between us arid them should be regarded as an AMERICAN 
CO~TINENTAL QUESTION. We should not be content with a narrow 
view of the present state of things l?erely •. We. should exten~ our 
vision to the future; and every Amencan of mtellIgence must dIscern 

if it has to be procured at such a cost as to render the price of coal in this country equal to 
what it is in foreign countries there must be an end at once to the great advantage for manu­
facturing which we now enjo~." A~ain, ~une 18, 1842, (Ibid. p. 442:) "Coal is an article 
not capable of reproduction, one which thiS country possesses 10 greater abundance than any 
other." And again, July 12, 1838, (Ibid p. 441:) .. I have foreseen the ~O?8eq~en~es of. per­
mitting foreigners to purchase our coal free for many years. I fore~e~ the Injury It WIll.be lIkely 
to create as regards competition with foreign manufact~rers, a.nd It IS t~e fault of thiS Ho~se 
that nn exception has not been made with regard to thiS partICular artICle, thereby.secunng 
to England the elements offutnre prosperity." The ~ritish government. however, Ylelded~o 
the clamors of the coal proprietors, (who, 11.8 all snch mterests are t?O prone,. consulted their 
immediate present profit, rather than the welfare and future ~rospenty of their countr~,) B:nd 
repealed the export tax on coals. The Unired Stntes are forbld~en by the federal constit~tl~n 
to levy any such tax, and, besides, we have more than twelve times the coals Great BrItam 
has. ,I 

:~ 
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in that future the certain ultimate union of those colonies with the 
United States, if not in the same national government, in the dose~t 
bonds created by natural, commercial, and social relations, and connect­
ed and strengthened by the ties of interest growing out of their geo­
graphical relation to each other, and to us. 

The great masses of the people of the United States, und of the Brit­
i:sh North American Colonies, speak the same language. They have 
~imilar laws, and like customs and habits; and there ~xists an unex­
i inguishable congeniality of American sentiment and kindred feelings of 
1\ rnerican pride in both, which, if the United States are liberal as well 
as just, will secure to the colonies and to ourselves all the benefits which 
could result from the extension of our national governmental institutions 
over them, without any of the inconveniences or disadvantages or dangers 
which some apprehend may spring from their incorporation into the 
Confederacy. By the sedulous cultivation of the sentiments and feel­
ings just adverted to, with them and with our sister American repub­
lics south of us, a truly" American system" may be established in this 
hemisphere, despite the restrictive measures of the governments of Eu­
rope; and which system would, in a qualter of a century, control the 
trade and commerce, and regulate the commercial law of the world. 
But if these colonies are forbidden by us to be our friends, if we treat 
them as if they were our enemies and antagonists, the very relation 
and position just referred to, as held by them to us, will tend to en­
gender hostile feelings against us, and they will eventually become our 
enemies. Hence wise and patriotic policy should prompt every good 
citizen of the United States to cherish their good will-to foster and 
encourage every measure of conciliation, and to meet them on terms of 
liberal reciprocity, and even to go farther in t.hat direction than in their 
present colonial condition they can go. The United States crln afford to 
do this. If trade, commerce, and navigatioll were as free, unrestricted, 
and unfettered, between us and the colonies, with respect to all the 
products and manufactures of either, as they are between the several 
btutes of this Confederacy, it would be mutually beneficial. 

The arrangement proposed should be regarded as an American ar­
rangement, and not as a British agreement. It is true it must, at this 
time, be made with the Imperial government of the "Cnited Kingdom, 
though, it IS probable, this is the last convention respectmg the colonies 
as to which sueh necessity will exist. 

The vastly superior strength and power of the United States, in 
comparison with the colonies, forbids the idea that an intelligent citizen 
uf the United States can discover cause for serious apprehension of any 
g:"{:at danger to us, growing out of any hostilities with them. 

The rapid growth of all of the colonies within the last twenty 
yc;:r.c;, their hardy population, their valuable resources, particularly 
t~C;l~' fisheries, and their present ship-building and navigating capa­
hlhtles, are sure evidences that their increase in wealth and power wi1l 
be hereafter certain, steady, and permanent. 

In less than a quarter of a century, it is probable, the settlement of 
"Canada West" will extend to the Pacific, and cover V ancouvers 
island 011 that ocean. Considered as a distinct people, the five colonies 
nre now, of themselves, the fifth in rank in navigation, having nearly 



600,000 tons, wjth an aggregate, of imports and exports exceeding ill 
1854 $80,000,000: and as to avaIlable, practical, maritime resources and 
strength, t~ey are 111 ~act the fo~rth power of the world. It is estimated 
thB:t on~-thlrd of, theIr populatIOn have a practical knowledge of sea­
farmg hfe. TheIr aggre~ate population is now neady three millions, 
and ~qu~ls that of the SIX New England States. Deduct their joint 
co~tr~butlOn to the ,navigating and commercial resources of Great 
Bntam, from her statIstics, and she loses her so long vaunted supremacy 
on the seas, and falls behind the United States. 

The British North American colonies are, at this time superior in 
e,!~ry eleme~t of national strength and power, to the ,,'old thirteen 
~mted colomes ,or America;:' when, in 1776, they dissolved "all alle­
gIan~e 10 the BrItlsh crown, and declared themselves" free, sovereign, 
and mdep~~d,ent States." Sor,ne statesmen entertain the opinilln that 
the probabIlItIes of future collIsions between the British colonies and 
the United States are stronger than as to any other people and the Uni­
ted States; and that a warlike contest with them, a few years hence, is 
more to be deprecated than a conflict with any European power, 
though the colonies should be unaided and alone. 

As the coast and island colonies lie alongside of our commercial 
pathway across the Atlantic to northern ~nd western Europe, in 
the event of war, the entire force of our present navy would be 
required to blockade the colonial ports and coasts -for tbe protec­
tion of our European commerce. Doubtless they could assail us in 
this way to our serious nnnoyance; and we could also, in such war, 
injure the colonies greatly; but, in the end, their harm would be our 
loss, as damage to us wuuld, in the same manner, recoil upon themselves, 
No one can hesitate to concede the folly of such conflict on the part of 
both. Evil would ensue to both, but no possible good could grow 
outofitto either. The ideaofa subjugation by the United States orthe 
colonies, and retaining them against the wishes of the people, (if it was 
not repu!!nant to the principles of our government,) is as impracticnble 
as wa!:; the resolution ,of the ministers of George the Third, seventy-eight 
years ago, to reduce our rebel forefathers to submission. 

Insomuch, therefore, as hIstory teaches, among other lessons of the 
perversity of mankind, that the very causes which ougltt to prevent. colli­
sions and wars between contiguous nations often create. tltem, , and that 
always when hostilities do ensue these ~auses augment thel~ dan~er 
and aggravate their evils, the propriety WIll be conceded of :elter~tll1g 
the deelaration, that it becomes every true and loyal patnot of Iloth 
countries to seize every opportunity of reI?oving or obviatiug al,l pos­
sible pretexts for difficulty, and of adoptmg every means tendmg to 
prevent misunderstanding and ill-feeling. , , , 

. When Great Britain yields (as the debates 111 the BntIsh House of 
Lords of14th and of 29th of June, 1854, and the proceedings on the Ca­
iladian bill clearly indicate, she :will ere, long wi~h h~nor and grace ~nd 
dignity and wisdom, yield) to the IrreverSl ble an~ mex~rable ~at of destmy 
that these colonie~ are to become free republican i')tates, mclepenclent 
of her, except as the ties of co~mon laws, a ~ommon languag~, and a 
common origm, and those gro~ll1g out o~ th,elr, present conneXlOn, ;m~ 
the honds created by commercIal and socml mtlmacy, may render then 
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dependent upon each other; when with feelings of honest pride Wt~ can 
hail this new star in the constellation of American Republics, the inter­
ests and the duty of those who may administer the governmental insti­
tutions of both, will prompt the establishment of a system of com­
mercial intercourse between them untrammelled and unshackled by 
any exaction or any imposition. With such mutual arrangements and 
by the cultivation of harmony and peace, the two united will be a power 
paramount on the land and on the sea, at home and abroad, and not only 
superior to any now existing, but to any recorded in history. It will 
be the triumph of American principles and the establishment of Ameri­
can supremacy. 



APPE~DIX, 

Ooals in the British possessions in North America . 

. PaciJ!c coun~1Y..-In the report ?f. the exploring expedition by Cap­
tam Wilkes, Umted States navy, It IS stated that coals of aood quality 
may be fou~d on Vancouvp.r's island, but that the Hudso~ Bay Com­
pany h.ad tned them, and o~ing.to their being taken too near the surface, 
they dId not do well. IndICatIOns of coal are found in New Albion 
near Fraser's river. ' 

[In Washington and Oregon Territories, on the United States side of 
the 49th parallel, there is reported to be an abund ance of coal. Gov­
ernor Stevens states there are extensive supplies near Puget's sound.] 

Oanada.-No discoveries of coal-fields have as yet been made m 
U{lper Canada ("Canada West") to justify the expectation of their 
bemg worked. Andrews's Rep. of 1850, p. 83. TayloT's Statistics of 
Coal, p. 184. Martin's BTitish Colonies, p. 181. MoGre[{or's Com. Stat., 
vol. 5, p. 193. 

No.1, (official.J-Statement of the quantities and values of coals im­
ported into Canada during the years 1860, '61, '52, and '63, distin­
guishing the countries whence imported, from inspector-general's office, 
customs department at Quebec, June 12, 1854 : 

185O-Values. 1851-Values. 1852-Values. 1853-Values. 

Great Britain ••. £13,833 $55,332 £24,500 $98,000 £22,309 $89,236 £20,650 $80,200 
B. N. A. Colonies 1,247 4 988 S70 3,480 I, ]27 4,508 4,060 16,240 
United States ••. 8,606 34!424 10,765 43,060 13,005 52,020 27,055 108,220 

--
51,lG51 204,660 Totals .••• ___ • 23,686 94,744 36,135 144,540 36, 441 155,764 

Tons imported .• ............... 39,790 .. ........ ...... 71,243 •••••••• 72,823 •••• •••• 8U,053 
I 

Prince Edward island.-It is stated to be, "in respect of its geology, 
apparently a continuation of the great Nova Scotia and New Bruns­
wick coal-field," but no coals have been exported therefrom, nor any 
mines worked there. Andrews, (1850,) p. 83. Taylor 205, and .Z'dap 
208. 

Newfoundland.-Some coals have .been found there, but no mines are 
worked. ibid and Martin 161; Andrews's Rep. of 1852, p. 573. Mc­
Gregor, ib. p. 342, states that 366 tons were exportAd to the United 
States in 1836, 1840, and 1841; but it is presumed these were ballast 
coals from England. . ., . . 

New Brunswick.-There are extensIve coal-fields m the mtenor ot 
this province. The area is estimated at 6,000 square miles, making 
with the other provinces 18,000 squa~e miles: Taylor, Int. p. xv. The 
mines in this province are described m Martm, l" 244, and Taylor, p. 
186. The coal mines have not been worked for some years, as the 
·coals proved indifferent and the procuring of them ~nprofitable. -4s-
phaltum is found in large quantities in New BrunswIck. The offiCIal 
returns of the exports of coals from New Brunswick, from 1828 to 
1838, is as follows: 18~8, 66 chaldrons, 1829, 133 chaldrons; 1830, 
70 chaldrons; 1831, none; 1832, 3 chaldrons; 1833, 138 chaldrons; 
1834, 687 chaldrons; 1835, 604 chaldrons; 1836, 17 chaldrons; 1837, 
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12 chaldrons; and in 1838, none. Martin, p. 244. Andrews', Report: 
1 %0, at pages below cited, gives the following accounts from the Co­
lonial returns: 

New Brunswick-Exports and imports. 
Expom, 1840, (p. 4~~,) chaldronR, 786, £1,187-10 U. S., £1,045; to colonies, £405. 
Imporl'," " "18,218, 18,715-from" 13; from" 1,866; (romG.Britain, £16,836. 
Ex ports, HA3, (p. 400,) " -to " 1,642;" " 
Imports," " -from" " " 
Exports, 1845, (p. 430,) " 2,011, 1,774-to " 1,699; to " 105. 
Imports!," " "20,191, 13,554-from" uone; from" 782; 
ExporlJ!, 1848, (p. 404,) " -to" 470; " 
Impons," ,," -from" 
Exports, 1~49, (p. 431,) " 1,312, 750-to " 
Imports, .. (p.43'2,) "24,43~, -from" 

624; to " 
611 ; from " 

126. 
1,548; 

" " 
" 

13,352. 

e,I9'2. 

:-:ltatements B, C, D, and E, give the subsequent years from United 
States returns. A letter dated June 29, 1864, from a highly intelligent 
colonist, states: "]\0 coals or asphalte went from this province (:\'. B.) 
to the United States in 1863, while large quantities of anthracite were 
imported." 

Nova Scotia.-The "G~neral Mining Association," as tenants of the 
British crown alld lessees of the late Duke of York, have a monopoly of 
all the mines and minerals in this province, including Cape Breton. The 
lease is for 60 years from 1827, at a rent of £3,000 sterling, equal to 
£3,333 currency, or 813,332 per annum. It limits the quantity of coals 
to be raised to 20,000 New Castle chaldrons, unless a tax or "royalty" 
of 25. currency is paid for all over that quantity. In 1845 the limit was 
extended to 26,000 New Castle chaldrons, or 6~,000 London chaldrons; 
equal to G6,000 tons, or thereabouts. The capital of the company is 
£400,000 sterling, or $1,9;3G,000; and the association owns 14,000 acres 
of land. 

The" Albion" mines, near Pictou; the Sydney; the Bridgeport, and 
Bras D'or mines, on Cape Breton, and the Cumberland, (" Joggins,") 
near the head of the Bay of Fundy, are all that have as yet been 
worked. The product of the latter is very small, and the" Joggins" 
coals are also said to be indifferent, though some years since anticipa­
tions were entertained of their being valuable. In Andrews's report of 
1850, p. 96, is a detailed statement of the Albion and Sydney mines from 
1840 to 1848, inclusive, (and coals large and small, and siftings, are 
included,) and it appears that, in the nine years stated, they both raised 
but 427,680 chaldrons, or about 635,000 tons; making an average of but 
about 60,444 tons raised per annum. At page 96, same book, is a like 
detailed abstract for 1849 of each one of all the five mines. It gives 
the following quantities in chaldrons: 

Raised. Exported to 
To Colonies. I Home consumption. U.S. 

Cumberland, Joggins .•••••. 922 chal 201 chal. 666 chal. 54 cha1. 
Albion, Pictou ............... 32,323 " 27,961 " 1,26V " 3,097 .. 
Sydney .•••••••••• _ •••••••. 26,482 " 6,665 " 7,376 " ]2,456 " Bl'idgeport .... _ ••••••••• _ •. 16 " 16 " 
Bras D'or ••••••••••••••••• 200 " 20 .. 

-- -- --- --Total chaldrons ...... _ ••••• 59,944 " 34,812 " 9,307 " 15,823 " Total tons ... ___ ••••••••••. 74,930 " 48,515 " 11,384 " 19,880 " 



Statements of the product of these mines, other than the above, for dif­
.Jerenty~ars anterior to 1849, and of the amount of "royalty" paid for 
~:'coals raIsed, and the exports from and imports into Nova .Scotia and 
;:{}!ipe Breton prior to said year, both Colonial and of the United States, 

are to be found in the following authorities: Martin, pp. 230, 233, 
2'34 •. Taylor, 199, 200. McGregor, 296. Andrews's Beport of 1850, pp. 
96, 97, 98, 348, 356, 362, 370 et passim. And all the data show that 
!~e total .production of all those mines in no one year, prior to 1849, 
exceeded 200,000 tons, and the highest export to the United States of 
<:mds from them was in 1848, being 153,122 tons. 
. No official account of the entire product of these mines since 1849 is 
lhad; but the statements of the exports from Nova Scotia and Cape Bre­
ton of f!oals since that year, when compared with the product in 1849, 
above given, as to the proportion exported, and that retained for home 
.~bnsumption, (less than 29, per cent. of the whole, and less than 60 per 
cent. of the exports to the United States,) will enable an estimate to be 
made of the annual product that will not b¥ut of the way. The fol­
lowmg statements are therefore given of the Colonial accounts of the 
exports of coals to the United t::itates from Novia Scotia, &c., being 
taken from Andrews's report of 1852, at the pages cited: 

The exports of coals from Great Britain and Ireland; to all countries, 
as stated in the British accounts, are as follows: 

Years. Tons. Value. Value. 

• 
1840 •• ~ ••..• " ••••• , ••••••• 1,606,080 £576,000 $2,787.840 
1845 .•.•..•• ' .•.••• , ••••..• 2,531,282 973,635 4,711,393 
1860 .•••••• _ •••••.•••••..•. 3,361,888 1,284,224 6,186,642 
1861 .••••..•••. ~ ••••••••••• 3,468,615 1,302,473 6,303,669 
1862 .•••.•••••••••••••••••. 3,636,621 1,369,686 6,680,876 

Exports :flom Nova Scotia (1 coals to tlte United States, (colonial returns,) 
from An~rew's Report of 1862. 

" _... I 
Years, &e. • I Chaldrons. Tons. 

, 

i 
1849 (p. 666) ••.•••••••••••••.••..••••... , ..• 1 69,625 87,036 
1860 .(p. 665) .............. _ ..•.....•.... , ••• 1 71,472 89,476 
1852,(p.567) •••••••••••••• _ •.•.••••••••.•••.. 47,376 .. 5,~,225 

'. . I 

. ·In '1852, according to Governor Sir G. Le Marchand's official teport 
~9.f.the province to the Duke of Newcastle, before referred to, the whQle 
:W,lantity exported was 11~,559 tons-value, .£56,907 • c. c, equal to 
.27,626; and the ya,lue of tJ!e co~s ~xported to t~~ Unjt~d States ~as 
'~8 781 c. c., equal to $Hifi,124; and to the BrItIsh North .;\.mrelcan 
~,ol~nies, .£ 16,926 c. c., eq~ano $67,770; and to the British West In­
J!lies, ;0#431 c. c., equal to $1,724; and all o~her places, £769 c. c., equal 
to $3,076. , 
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A letter from E. Cunard, esq~, dated July 5, 1884, gives the /;dJfI\\­
ing statement of exports to the United States of all kin4s of coal: 

. 185"L---From Pictou, .n,.828 chaldron8; Sydney, 8,486 cbaldro,~al, 50,314 cl"dd'·"lh. 
1852--From Pictou, 00,952 cba14rona; Sydney, 8,640 cbaldronll-total, 64,492 c-lJ/,ltl ["II'. 
1853-FI'om Pictou, 72,838 cbaldron8; Sydney, 8,153 chlLldro~total, f!Cl991 ('huldron., 

.• The fullowing is from the United States treasury,acco~u~g of imports 
of coals into the United States from Great Britain ~Ireland, and 
from the B. N. A. Colonies, from 1843 to 1849 inclusive •. The four 
years since are given in detail in statement C, ante, page 4 i';~1 

Great Britain and Ireland. British N. Ar Colonies. 
Yea.l's. 

Tons. Value. Tons. Value •. ., 
," -

" 

1843 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'J1,132 183,918 13,185 $28,734 
1844 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 34,883 116,518 51,196 115,~ 
1845 .......................... a. 27,294 99,718 52,207 122,915 
1846 ................... 0 ......... 59,384. 176,596 95,230 ]1)5,452 
1847 ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 5.5,106 174,959 9l!,180 194,173 
1848 ••••••..••••••••••.•••••••••. 42,358 145,789 153 122 312,294' 
1849 ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.. 65,148 160,312 93:256 : L· 245,'840 

And the account of the exports from the other colonies into CanaJiJ, 'of 
coals for 1850, '51, '52, and'53, (No. 1, below,). MOWS': that the entire 
value of all the colonial coals sent to Canada in th~se ,years was but 
£7,303 c. c., or $29,212. 

Imports of coalfrom B. N. A. colonies,intoU. s.~frori 11: S,:ret~" 
• 6 V-:.., , . 

Into United States. Into Boston • .. ~ '::IMii'New York. Jilto PbiladeJpb~."· . . . . . , .. ,~.' 
Years. . 

Tons. Value. Toni. Value.' Talis. Value. ' iOns'. Value • . 
- 1~ 

. ~" 
1850 ....... :. ".' 98,256 $188,784 55,730 $105,291 1~ !lOB ' too 434 2,488" l! 1851 ........... 116,960 221,681 51,615 96.134 12:033 25' 462 2,J48 
186"2 ........... 1~~. 16t,764 '68,713 120'037 694;1 l81S 7,1III! 
1853 ........... 212;817 89~3 156:623 11;419 24, 72 , ~'!l 13,619 )"',., . : • p 

Statement of. the princii!al C08Jl. countr~~ o.f.~ E:lI;rope and North .Ameri~; 
. the area, z~ sqUAre .!!JiJ#J,.of~co.1iel:ds 'l.n each; and the estimated 

production and exports of eacjiz"n~5f. ' . 

--. ' . /'~-.~ 

Countries. 
, 

Area in Production in Ex=\n 
sq. ·~il~s •. tons. .' .0- ,n .. 

• .leo "~'';' ........ 

Gt. Britain, Ireland, and British Isles ';~J(/O 42,000,000 . 
... 

4.~OO Belgium. ~ ... ' •• _ ....• _ ••. " ••• '. 650 6,500,000 2, 00 
Fra:nce ••..•••.• _ ••••••.• ___ •• ;':'~,720 6,000,000 1 0,000 
Pniisia and Prussian States ••.•• ,600 '4,500,000 1,000,000 
Rpssi~ ___ . .: ....•••••• _ •• , ••• Unkno'n 1,600,000 None. 
$;s!rian States ••.• __ ••••••• _ • _ • 400 1,200,000 400,000 
~ ... - - -, - ...... - ............... - .. ~_ .. e· !~,410 . 60Q,000 100,0().0 

Bri~hNotih ,American Colonies .• _ 18,000 200;();'~' 140,000 
Uni~.St8les ..• ;. ••.•••• _ .•.... 1t>a,167 9,142,0 t". 80,1}89 

~. ;.' ~~ j." 
.. , ...... , ,.' 




