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RECIPROCITY TREATY

AS TO

THE FISHERIES, TRADE WITH BRITISH NORTH AMERI-
CAN COLONIES, &c. o

COALS.

‘Proposition for reciprocai arrangement to admit United Stales:coals into the
Jive British North American Provinces; and the coals of the' Provinces
wnto the United States; free of duty. St
It is not surprising that a proposition to admit any foreign .coals into

this country, free of duty, should receive opposition from. the:home coal

interests. It may also be expected that such opposition will be aided
by some other interests which contemn the principles of free and wnre-
stricted trade and commerce, and uphold the doctrine’ of. pratection, by

a high tariff of duties, on such imports as may compete with our home

industry. e
It is freely conceded, that if the policy of protection by.sueh means,

can be-constitutionally and rightfully maintained, therg:are no artieles

that have stronger claims b its enforcement, in this behalf;than the
articles of coaL and' 1ronN. They are both articles of pril(]ne'ilecessity,
and there are no convenient and sufficient substitutes for thég available
to the whole country. Every section of the conlederacy teeihs with
these important elements ot national independence, prosperity, aad
wealth. Our mountains, plains, and valleys are filled with them, in all
their different varieties. Capital, and labor, and enterpris&>are how-
ever needed for their development. It will not be disputed, in this
paper, that if the money, industry, and energy of our own people.can
be stimulated to engage 1n the work of development by legitimate ieans,
not prejudicial to other industrial interests, those means should be adopted.

That other nterests should be sacrificed to uphold those of coal.and aron;

and that the latter, important as they are admitted to be, oughttto con-

trol every, or any other branch of home industry, of any sectionof the

Union, it is presumed, will not be contended by the most zealous; cer-

tainly not by the most prudent and sagacious advocates of these two

great mineral products.
The following memoranda show the duties that heretofore have been
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imposed on foreign coals imported into the United States, from the or-
ganization of the federal government up to this time:

DUTIES ON IMPORTED COALS.

By tariff of July 4, 1789, (went into force August 1,1789,) per bushel 2 cents.

Do....Aug. 10,1790...... do....... Dec. 31,1790,....do.... 3...do.
Do....May 2,1792...... i () DA June 30,1792,....do.... 44..do.
Do....June 7,179%4...... d0.veue.. June 30,1794, ....do.... 5...do.
Do....Jan. 29,1795...... do.......March31,1795,....do.... 5...do.
Do...-Mar. 3,1797...... do.......Juue 30,1797,....do.... 5...do.
Do....May 13,1800...... do....... June 30,1800, ....do.... 5...do.
Do....Mar. 27,1804...... do....... June 30,1804,....do.... 5...do.
Do.._.July 1,1812...... d0.ccen-. July 12,1812,....do.... 10 cents—war duties,
Do....Apl. 27,1816...... do-.co... June 30,1816,....do.... 5 cents.
Do....May 22,1824...... do....... June 30,18%4,....do.... 6...do.
Do....May 19,1828...... do.ccun.. Sept. 1,1828,....do-... 6...do.
Do....July 14,1832...... do....... March 3,1833,....do.... 6...do.

The compromise act of March 2, 1833, chap. 55,, vol. 3, Statutes of United States. p. 629,
graduated the reduction of this duty by a prescribed scale.
Do....Aug. 30,1852...... do.....-- Aug. 30,1842, per ton, &1 75;
being about 69.28 per cent. ad valorem, and the same act imposed a duty on coke, or eulm of
coal, of 5 cents per bushel, equal to about 161.94 per cent. ad valorem.

By the tariff act of July 30, 1846, which went in force December
1, 1846, and is now in force, the duty on coals, coke, and culm is, 80
per cent. ad valorem.

The tariff bill reported by the Committee of Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives, at this session, proposes a duty on im-
ported coals, and on coke or culm, of 20 per cent. ad valorem. Mr. Sec-
retary Guthrie, in the finance report of this session, recommends coals,
and coke or culm, to be charged 25 per cent. al valorem.

The British provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ask, that
in the convention for the settlement of the fishery dispute, and regulat-
ing the trade between the five British North American Provinces and
the United States, it may be stipulated that provincial coals be admitted
into the United States, and United States coals into the Provinces, free
of duty.

Neither Canada, Prince Edward’s Island, nor Newfoundland,
have any coal mines now worked, or that can be worked for many
years, and the coal mines of New Brunswick are mostly in the interior
and are not deemed of very great importance at the present time. Ex:
cepting for a species of asphaltum, the New Brunswick mines have not
been much worked of late years, and never profitably, and no coals of
consequence have been exported from that province. Last year, it is
'%eheved_, EO co}tlz_lls or asp(zéz.hunglwere sent to the United States from’NeW

runswick, whilst considerable quantitie 7te coal wer
thither from the United States. 1 s of nthracite coal were sent
_ Statement A, (placed for convenience in an appendiz,) and the tables
1t contains, exhibit the extent and value of the coal mines in all the five
provinces, their area, annual product heretofore and now cost of coals
at the mines, kinds and qualities of coals, &c., also sund’ry érizisk and
Colonwal accounts of the erports from, and imports into the colonies, of
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From the statement and accounts referred to, it will be quite ap-
parent, that the only provincial coals imported into the United States,
the importation whereof can be increased, or that will be encouraged
by the proposed reciprocal arrangement, are the coals of the province of
Nova Scotia, usually called the ¢ Pictou,” or * Sidney,” coals.

The following tables, (B, C, D, E, and F,) have been compiled from
the officially published annual reports of the ¢t Commerce and Naviga-
tion of the United States”, by the Treasury Department, and {n con-
nexion with the British and Colonial accounts contained in statement
A, exhibit fully the trade of the United States, in foreign and domestic
coals, with other countries.

B.

Statement of the quantity and value of coals imported, and foreign coals exported,
Jrom 1821 to 1853,

Coals imported. Foreign coals exported.
Years.
\ Quantity, | Average Value. Rate of Daties. Quantity. | Average | Value.
cost per duty per cost.
bushel. bushel.

Bushels. Cents. Dollars. Cents, Dollars. Bushels. Cents. | Dollurs.
182 0aeiienns 627,737 14.55 91,352 5 31,386 8,318 29.45 2,450
182..........| 970,828 14.39 139,790 5 48,541 4,167 9587 1,078
1823.....000.| 854,983 13.05 111,639 5 42,749 2,846 38.82 1,105
1824...... ceen| 764,815 14.58 111,545 {) 39,178 2,414 36.20 874
1825 .. .c0ee| 722,255 15.02 108,527 43,335 4,140 31.04 1,985
182600000 v0es 970,021 15.01 145,562 | 58,201 1,080 271.77 300
1827. .. cuun.s| 1,127,388 12.65 142,677 67,643 180 36.66 66
1828...... cene 906,200 11.51 104,292 6 54,372 1,743 39.13 682
1829...... veed| 1,272,970 11.47 145,992 76,378 4,758 44,01 2,094
1830..........] 1,640,205 12.48 | 204,773 98,417 12,480 | 23.49 2,01
1831, urennens 1,022,245 10.59 108,250 l s ,339 | 23.05 998
1832..00000ees| 2,043,389 10.03 | 211,017 1220603 [vivrvnaenenefieeriinnidininninee.
1833...... veee| 2,588,102 10.11 261,575 | ) 155,286 ,784 19.53 1,716
1834..... oeene] *2,005,522 9.98 200,277 5.60 112,303 15,326 20.36 3,120
1835, ........ .| *1,679; 119 8,54 143,461 5.57 93, 541 7,002 | 20,78 1,474
1836..........} *3,036,083 8.07 244,995 5.12 155,531 16,450 32.63 5,367
1837, 0000ernne *4,968, 508 8.48 362,079 5.14 219,375 5,570 32.05 1,785
1838..000000es| *3,614,320 8.53 308,591 4,71 170,316 75,371 27.27 20, 554
1839, .c0iirven *5,083,424 8.18 415,761 4.69 238,449 186, 326 26,10 48,640

1840..........] *4,560,287 8.49 387,238 4.28 195,149 152,987 25,12 N
1841..0u.ees..| *4,351,032 8.48 369, 352 4,98 186,185 474,229 16.25 76,040
1842...000 ... *3,962,610 9.61 380,635 4.30 170,492 392,754 13.68 53,716
Tons. Per ton. Dollars. | Per ton. Dollars. Tons. . | Per ton. Dollars.
1843......0.0s 41,163 | 2 83 16,312 @175 72,035 8,557 | 94 02 34,414
1844, 0000 00ns 87,073 272 236,963 [..... PR 152,377 10,590 314 33,282
1845, cavaeenns 85,776 2 61 223,919 |....000un 150,108 11,364 316 35,957
1846...000 00 156,853 2 41 378,597 |...oveuin 274,492 11,625 3 60 41,906
1847, 0cuesnnes 148,021 2 51 370,985 | 30 per ct. 178,230 12,982 309 40,110
1848..0icienes 196,251 2 35 461,140 |........00 138,342 12,208 277 34,143
1849........0 198,213 2 06 409,282 |.0vivennnn 122,784 10,118 2 67 27,028
1850.... ..... 180,439 210 378,817 |.........0 113,645 6,480 2 62 16,962
1.5 I 214,774 223 479,785 |.......c0 143,935 344 4 91 1,690
1852..v0vnvans 183,015 22 406,841 |....uevees 122,052 350 339 1,189
1853, 0 c0vennns 231,508 212 490,010 |.......... 147,003 499 3o 1,519

* Under the compromise act of March 2, 1833, chapter 55, 4th volume United States Statutes, page 629,

From 1821 to 1842, inclusive, the quantity imported and exported is stated in bushels. From 1843 to 1853 the
quantity is given in tons.

The colonial currency is §4 00 to the pound, the pound Sterling is reckoned at §4 84. A New Castle chal-
dron of coal is 53 cwt, or about 72 bushels. A Nova Scotia chaldron is 42 bushels, (generally measuring 48,)
3,350 [bs. A London chaldron is 36 bushels. A Boston retail chaldron is 2,500, someties 2,700 Ibs. “ The
ton is 2,240 lbs., see act of Congress, August 30, 1842, vol. 5, L. U. 8. p. 567. Anthracite coals are always
measured by the ton. Bituminoue coals are estimated 28 bushels per ton. A bushel of dry Bituminous coal
weighs from 80 to 85 Ibs,
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Imports into the United States of foreign mineral coals in 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, (years ending June 30,) from Commerce and Naviga-
ti6n Report of the United States, showing the declared value per ton, ‘and aygreyate value and duties—duty thirty per cent. ad valorem under
tariff of 1846. Vide Finance Report of 1853, page 57.

1850—page 256. 1851—page 262. 1852—page 254. 1853—page 254, Duties 30 per cent.
From— § § § § *
] 8 8 8 )
Tons, :' Value. Tons. = Value. Tons. : Value. ‘Tons. :- Value. 1850. 1851, | 1852, 1859,
. 15 % ,E _z ]
) -3 > > >
8wedenmd Norway............. 305 |$1 41 25 ) B O e 203 |$1 40 $2B4 [ceeeainnen $129 1.........
Denmark, ....vserenes 63 [g2 84 B179 |ererovanse|oersaslrarronrees 70 |$5 05 8359 [eeviinnnsefosenecfoionnnanas| 51 Jovereveres| G109 aes
Danish West Indies. . P D I 6250 15 fevevnennnafennnes tearveeens 10 22 |iiieenaons 5 [eessnennes] ]
Holland.seoaverenasss 00 Y B P P T YT [ TR I TS [TTTR T e P ofevacsanies ceennesvse [ I T P
Hanse TownB . ..... . 22 | 2 68 59 430 | 2 68 1,155 170 | 1 45 247 199 2 66 529 17
Putch West Indies . 396|172 679 |vveearuase]onnecafesencscosstocrasasrea|ovasea]eoacsersosfenssaasanafoosaselenseannes 204 fervasssseefonsonnreea]rennenes  f
England ...c00 s0ues 78,550 [ 2 21 | 181,111 94,161 | 2 56 95 109 87,805 | 2 64 | 231,662 102,668 2 48| 260, 971 54,333 75,332 64,498 | 72,294
Scotland ... 1,479 | 2 30 3,524 1,828 | 2 00 3,624 6,354 | 1 53 10,734 6,200 | 2 00 12,181 1,057 1,087 3,220 3,654
Ireland « cvoenoess . 847 |2 1,902 350 (1 92 674 918 186 1,713 883 | 2 55 2,183 570 202 514 651
British West Indies....esveeenees 661315 207 3 00 9 170 125 206 | 2 00 413 62 3 37 124
British North American Colonies.| 98,173 | 1 89 | 188,602 | 116,274 | 1 98 220,995 87,036 1971 161,100 120,669 1781 212,431 365 66,298 48,330 | 63,609
€Canada caseee- saepsrirrecsiennnan 83 | 207 182 686 | 1 00 686 476 |1 35 655 951{438 416 54 205 28 124
Cuba and.Spanish Weat Indles . 235|198 465 18 [ § 60 DL I P T 51400 20 139 30 feeeiveansafrecrsans
POrtugalieeceeesneisersrooecesons]osssaseasi]eniens 498 | 1 44 569 2{300 [ P PO 48 168 1
Gibraltar eo..... 891180 161 |esencosans|sncssafoncacaaeseforscncnsarfesees cervesfea [ 1 Y I e I
AZOYeS.evssersanses 200 ( 1 77 355 ] p
Argentine Republic . dfeveeeseens 151420 63 1S FYPPRIN [ 19 TR
elgium..eeenienenins Jerrserenes N T P [ T e
British Guiana, ....... sfecissseens eeennaesarfesnsiafeseiiennee 27 174 Jorercieess]ennennnens 58
[0/ 1T R T R Y ] FTTTTTY FRTRTPRT PRPTRIRPI FTRTTTY FYPPR PRI FEPTRTTTTT] PYPPRY [YTPRTTIRR 10| 310 1 P P O P 16
180,439 { 10 | 378,817 | 214,774 | 2 33 | 470,785 | 183,015 2 22 | 406,841 | 231,508 | 2 12 | 480,010 ! 113,645 | 143,035 | 122,052 | 147,003
Importa of coke, ulm.. oo vvvcansfearssronncfivanssfosnnsense |BU, 1,260 |...... 117 R A SN P Bu 50 {aeuae 16 [herennnne, © B Jeeanhenana [ 5
| : ! - R
-

NoTe.—For Canadian account of all imports into Canada of coals same years, 5% nding December 31, each year,) see statement A, Appendix; see also for Governor £ir @, Le Mgrehlngl’c -
repart of imports into and exports from Nova Scotia for year ending December 31, 1852, same statemnent A; ; see also-uther British and dolonml accounts of trade in coals, in same nnmcm.. L
salleged the valuation i generally below the prices at places of shipment; and freight and insurance and expenses should be added to ascertain the value in the United States, .



5
D.

Exports of the United States of domestic mineral coals, and also of foreign mvine-
ral coals, frnm United States Report of Commerce and Navigation in 1850,
1851, 1852, and 1853.

DOMESTIC COALS.

1850—page 40. 1851—page 44. 1852—page 38. 1853—page 38.
- ]
& . . -
To- g g g g
@ = s. =
gl gl g1 51
S
eS| E |88 |8 |85 8|85
Danish West Indies.|......f-eo0eifeneann. 195) $4 76]  $9300.....ufeieers]eenneces 6] $4 33
British West Indies.| 2,561| $3 93/ $10,090| 4,217| 4,07 17,181|'0, 178| $4 00| $36,752[11,039) "4 26| 47,08
Cuba and Spanish
West Indies...... 8,368 4 25| 35,598)13,859 4 25 57,833 8,673 4 12 35,737(18,478] 4 221 78,050
Mexico ...... 3,645 4 46| 16,275| 1,468] 4 43| 6,505 5,711] 4 20 23,961f 6,072] 4 24| 26,072
Republic of Central
399 746 72| 4 08 204f 2,871 4 11| 11,817 6,785 4 35 29,508
New Grana 4 49| 45,478| 6,666] 4 75 31,709] 5,488 4 34| 23931/10)261) 4 28 43,957
Venezuela, . 4 16 25| 20] 4 85 97t 640 4 17| 2,668 59 4 00, 238
Brazil.......oiouiue 4 63 2,157 1,232 320 4,037] 300 362 1,088 2,402f 4 34| 10,242
Republic of Usuguay 108 5 00 540 . 25 6 00 150 25 5 50 137 3351 3 88 52
Argentine Republic..|.evvuefravaiieaa. veed 5| 520 2] PN I veenss.a] 4601 3 55 1,633
Chiliceevrrrennnn. ...| 1,576 5924 8.256 50 500 25 100 3 50 350] 340 404) 1,382
Peru........ cerraaee 1,52 5 6 . .
Hanse’l‘owns [N PP P
England..
Bardinia. ..
Africa...eiiniienns
British East lndles
Australia...........
South Sea & Pacific.
China......... T S IR Ty PO Irre N 2,146 y
Canada ...... ...... 36, 813| 8,125 38,942(13,603 4 20| 57,299
British N. Ameri-
can Colonies ..,.. 4,549 1,831 8,363 3,878 3 93 15,206
38,741| 4 31| 167,090137,727 4 34| 163,977|45,336| 4 17 188,906/79,510| 4 23| 336,003
FOREIGN COALS.
1850—page 122. 1851—page 126. 1852~-page 124. 1853—page 120
To— § g :é: 5
Tt L od -y Tt
& . &l al &
EVE | £ ||z 2 e 5 |Eg|z2|32
[=3 oS =] G Gl
E|S | 5 |g|s | & &S| s |a]|f |8
England ecu..vesaees cees| 5,581 82 25 312,530 ceeels
British Bast Indies..,cofeieeidivinie]ivncanes
British West Indies..... 30 7 33 220
British N. A. Colonies...| 480 3 54| 1,700
Brazil.eooe.. T veen| 409 6 09] 2,490
Cuba civvecranene sannne . vesvalenareaae
Dutch East Indies..... N s .
Dutch Guidna.....vvenedfe . .
New Granada «...cvoaeefsnress|onnsasfecianass
6,450|......| 16,962 344|......] 1,690} 350|...... 1,189f 499| .....| 1,519
From warehouse........| 6,380!...... . 1,690 300|...... 870
Not entitled to drawback] "130...... 511] . . 319




F.—8hipping, navigation—total imports into the United States, in American and foreign vessels, in 1851, 1852, and 1858; same to

Great Britain, dc.; ditto British North American Colonies and Canada ; imports of coals, dic.—total ; domestic exports,
exports, ditto ; vessels in foreign trade cleared and entered, ditto ; and average of crews of vessels entered and cleared in Jor

compiled from United States reports on commerce and navigation for said years.

ditto ;
eign trade, ditlo :

Joreign

1851, 1852, 1853,
B . . 5 . . s . .
g American vessels. Foreign vessels, 8, American vessels. Foreign vessels. 8, American vessels, Foreign vessels,
(3 5 Q
£ £ 5
o | Quan-| Value. Quan- | Value. o | Quan- | Value. Quan- Value. o | Quan- Value. Quan- | Value,
ooty tity. | oy | . tity. 2 | ty. tity.
[ [ ]
- Tons. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Tons. Dollars.
IMports tothlicceeeeeeesnessnnnecanses] 270 [ieanaans 52,574,389 .1155,258,467 |. 53,038,388 | 9263 191,688,325 [........| 76,280,322
From Great Britain and Ireland..|...... 26,091,807 59,193,928 31,594,411 | 262 82,281, 362 50,183,978
From British N. A. Colonies....cufesesa .1 1,526,381 |, 184,534 1,335,796 318,058 1,954,544
From Canada.....cvvevveeernonce]sercnales ve e ,360,174. 2,596,297 2,278,603 2,311,366 f......|. 2,714,256 |........| 2,563,860
Ofcoal total.eoeeeueiivornnaaanas| 286 80,3 218,103 |134,450 261,682 190,665 216,176 230,366 (143,591 59,644
orts :
entic products, &c..oeviveanesnn| 46 ..|137,934,539 |........| 58,755,179 .127,340,547 |. .| 65,028,437 142,810,028 |........| 70,607,671
.. To Great Britain and Ireland.....|.. ... .| 74,408,212 |........} 35,123,400 |... 64,346,304 46,456,751 70,037,628 |........| 47,841,368
To British N."American Colonies. |......[. 492,627 |... 2,731,926 604,454 2,045,680 |.. 833,900 ........| 2,574,675
To CAnada..cviconerasssasrinnesfaannss 3,583,571 . 2,250,263 |. 2,083, 390 1,921,045 |. 1,789,512 I........| 2,216,000
Fore’}gn TOQUCES, &Ciuuusvaianioannisfoennnefenisanas| 14,522,150 7,176,143 12,136, 390 5,152,992 12,218,766 |........| 5,339,684
o (grent Britain and Ireland.....[ 132 ........| 4,557,054 3,856,349 2,070,974 1,693,326 2,456,302 |.ie0neen 966,873
To British N. American Colonies.|..ccve)vyessees 82,703 778,827 88,997 1,052,825 469,057 |........| 1,443,011
To Candda «.iseevneenssssscsencs]sesesa]oerarnne 945,163 1,148,143 1,753,631 958,466 2,300,547 | .euaee.| 1,523,040
Vessels : Number.f “Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. ns.  |Number.| Tons.
Clearei fotal..vuveiseeincsaiesienees | 291 | 9,974 [ 3,200,519 1,929,538 3,230,591 2,047,755 3,766,789 | 11,680 2,298, 790
- To Great Britaif-and Ireland.....| 290 749 643,216 309,888 696,450 497,765 696,108 2 476,743
'To British N. American Colonies. |...... I 103,235 592,507 122, 809 544,518 266,431 | 4,617 583,465
To Canada.....ccaevarnsenssans]s 2,634 927,013 516,883 765,945 589,345 1,062,086 | 4,465 734,029
Entered total suuueoiiennnaens 8,951 | 3,054,349 1,939, 091 3,235,522 2,057,358 4,004,013 | 11,722 2,977,930
From Great Britain and Ireland 7 64,399 531,847 . 776,971 545,164 855,081 940 588, 967
From British N. A. Colonies. 327 62,458 362,218 63,887 337,050 112,335 | 4,037 693
From Canada........ee00 « . 2,925 1,013,275 514,383 774,878 591,569 1,376,927 | 4,553 48,034
Men. Boys. Boys. en. Boys. Boys. en. Boys. : Men. Boys.
Average of crews in foreign trade total] 284 |113,555 g, 267 5930 | 252 (114,865 »575 4496 | 279 (114,172 ,437 {181,703 1,548
'T'6 and from Gr. Britain & Ireland| 292 | 18,362 86 213 21,073 88 1 283 | 16,768 T 42 17:'692 63
To and from B. N. Amer. Colonies|..., .| 2,80 40 230 | 293 ( 3,117 24 170 [......] 6,43 19 , 265 106
To and from CADAAR. ceveesavanes]sasess| 39,994 2,631 1,355 {......| 31,957 1,070 158 {...... 48%996._ 1,168 | 54,887 _,l,ag
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The first inquiry is, how will the proposed abrogation of the duty
on Provincial coals, imported into the United States, and a like abro-
gation of the Provincial import duty on our coals, affect our trade in
coals with the Provinces, and particularly with Canada ?

It is believed that it can be clearly and conclusively demonstrated
by incontrovertible facts and arguments, that the proposed measure
vannot, in any degree, injuriously affect our trade with Canada as to
coals, or any other product or manufactures.

The abrogation of the present ad valorem duty of 30 per cent., (about
3 cents per bushel on Provincial coals,) cannot induce to any importa-
tion into the United States of the coals of Nova Scotia, for transporta-
tion across the United States to Canada, thereby competing with our
exports of coals to Canada, for the following, amongst other reasons:

1. By acts of Congress now in force, all Provincial coals, and other
products and merchandise, intended to be transported across the United
States to Canada, may be entered for “re-exportation,” or for such
transportation, and sent to Canada free of all smport duty by the United
States. Vide act of March 8, 1845, vol. 5, U. 8. Stat., p. 750 ; act of
August 8, 1846, vol. 10, 1b. p. 77 ; act of March 30, 1849, . p. 399;
act of September 26, 1850; ¢b. p. 512, § 17 and 18; and Warehouse
act of 6th of August, 1846 . p. 33; and general drawback laws.
Gordon’s Dig. of 1852, pp. 836 to 857, art. 2682 to 2946. Under the
acts cited, Nova Scotia coals can now be sent to Canada, via the United
States, without import duty being charged ; so that, in this respect, the
proposed arrangement affords them no advantage. From the United
States returns, (vide statement D,) of exports of domestic mineral coals
in the four years ending June 30, 1853, it appears that the domestic
mineral coals sent to Canada in that period were in quantity, 39,648 tons,
at 4.29 cents per ton, of the value of $170,176. By statement E, (a like
return of exports of foreign mineral coals in the same period,) it appears
that there were no foresgn coals, whatever, sent to Canada from the
United States. We imported, same years, large quantities of foreign
coals from England, Scotland, and Nova Scotia, (vide statement C,)
but not a bushel of it went to Canada. The small quantities that were
not consumed in the United States, amounting altogether to about 7673
tons, of the value of $21,360, it seems, was all sent to England, to the
Coast and Island B. N. American colonies, to Brazil, to Cuba, to the
British and Dutch East Indies, New Granada, or the British West In-
dies. (See statement E.) It should be borne in mind also, that during
all that period, United States coals sent to Canada, were under the Can-
ada tariff act of 1849 (vide 1. D. Andrews’ rep. of 1850, (31st Cong. 2d
p- 268, and British Parl. doc., Rep. of December 23, 1852, p. 8,) sub-
jected to an import duty of 2% per cent. ad valorem. This duty is
proposed to be released, and the effect, therefore, of the proposed ar-
rangement, it is fair to presume, would be beneficial, rather than detri-
mental to our exportation of coals to Canada.

2. The transportation from Nova Scotia, existing about six months
in the year by the Gulf and river St. Lawrence to Lower Canada, has
been supposed to be cheaper than through our Atlantic seaports, and’
over our, and the Canada, railroads, and also to be more direct, and
attended with less trans-shipment and trouble ; and yet the Canada ac-
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count of the imports of coals into Canada, from the coast and island
colonies, in the four years before mentioned, shows that but £7,304,
(colonial currency;) vide table 1, in statement A; or $29,216 worth of
coals was sgnt to Canada from the coast and island colonies; not be}ng
an eighth of the quantity sent to Canada from the United States, during
the same period; it being by the same Canada account above cxged,
valued at £59,431, (colonial currency,)or $237,724. And by the United
States account, (vide statement D,) as before mentioned, we - sent to
Canada in those years, 39,648 tons, in value $170,176.

The apparent discrepancy between the United States and the Can-
ada accounts, is reconciled; when it is considered that in Canada the
fiscal year ends on the 31st of December of each year, and in the Uni-
ted States on the 80th of June of each year, since the act of August
26, 1842, (vol. 5, Stat. U. 8., p. 537.) It is quite marifest from these
facts, that even against the present import duty of 2% per cent. ad val-
orem, the Nova Scotia coals, carried by the Gulf and river St. Lawrence,
cannot compete successfully with ours in the Canada markets, though
Nova Scotia coals pay no import duty in Canada.

3. If the Nova Scotia coals were as good as ours, they cannot be
furnished, even if free of duty, for transportation to Canada, (either to
Lower Canada or to Canada West,) ria our Atlantic seaports and railroads
at as low a price per ton, as similar bituminous, and the semi-bitu-
minous coals of the United States, in the interior, can be supplied to
Canada. The bituminous, and semi-bituminous, and cannel coals
of ultra-montane Pennsylvania, of Ohio, of Michigan, of Indiana, of
Illinois, and Wisconsin, and even those of Iowa, and Kentucky, and
Missouri, may be supplied by our rivers, canals and railroads, and by
the great lakes to Upper Canada or “Canada West,” cheaper than
any coals of like kind and quality. All the lake States, and the States
adjoining to them, have readier access to the Canadian markets, than
either Pictow or Sidney has to Boston. There is no anthracite coal what-
ever abroad, or at home, that can be put into successful competition
with that of cis-montane Pennsylvania, or Maryland, or Virginia, in
the Canada markets.

4. The bituminous and semi-bituminous coals of Nova Scotia can-
not be substituted for the anthracite coal that we now send to Canada,
because they will not answer the purposes for which the anthracite is
needed in Canada. (Vide Statement A in Appendiz.)

5. Our coals sent to Canada are exchanged for Canadian products,

which the province of Nova Scotia cannot receive in exchange for its
coals, to the same extent, and for as high prices as we do, whilst our
coals are taken in barter for such products.

6. _The Canada trade with the United States, above referred to, is
gstablzshed and settled. Commercial connexions have been {vrined, and
interests combined, in the United States and Canada, that will secure
its continuance. This trade cannot be disturbed, those connexions

broken up, or the interests referred to diverted, by anything in the.

proposed reciprocity arrangement; but, on the contrary, the commer-
cial connexions reterred to will become more extended, the inte-
rests strengthened, and the trade increased thereby. It is believed
that a positive and exclusive dependence by Canada on the United

o
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States, will ultimately grow out of the proposed arrangement, as to
many products and manufactures, and especially as to coals.

7. As it respects our exportation of domestic coals to the Coast and
Island provinces, there is little doubt that the proposed arrgngement
would tend to increase the quantity exported. In the four years ending
June 30, 1853, there were exported to those provinces (vide Statement
D) 9,108 tons of domestic coals, being at 83 96 per ton, of the value of
$36,120. Much of this, it is believed, was Pennsylvania anthracite coal.
It appears from the colonial account of imports into Nova Scotia in the
year ending December 31, 1852, that no coals were imported into that
province during that year, from the United States. The coals stated in
the United States returns, therefore, must have been sent either to New
Brunswick, Prince Edward’s island, or Newfoundland, or to some, or
all of them. .

The following is an account of our exports of domestic coals to all
countries, for every year since 1847.

1848, tons, 9,309; average cost per ton, $5 06; aggregate value, $17,112.

1849, tons, 9,661;......... dooceo..... 4 185..-... do....-.. 40,396.
1850, tons, 38,741 5.ccu-u... do-ceeo ... 4 31;....... 40 cann.. 167,090,
1851, tons, 37,727;. ... ..... do.cea. ... 4 34;....... do....... 163,977.
1852, tons, 45,336;.... ..... do- ... 417;5....... docenn-.. 188,906.
1853, tons, 79,510; ... ..... do..coe.... 423;....... do.......336,003.

It is supposed a large portion of these coals are used by our own
steamers in foreign trade.

8. The British Parliamentary document of December 23, 1852, before
referred to, respecting the Canadian tariff, shows that by the Nova
Scotia tariff of 31st of March, 1851, imported coals are excmpted from
duty (p. 4); and in New Brunswick, by an act of 28th of March, 1851,
to continue in force till December 31, 1854, imported coals are charged
a duty of one shilling (currency) per ton (p.8); and in Prince Edward’s
island, by an act of 3d of April, 1852, (p. 10,) which act has been con-
tinued, coals imported into that province are subject to a duty ot 5 per
cent. ad valorem; and in Newfoundland, (p. 11,) imported coals are
charged a duty of one shilling per ton. All these duties, so far as it
respects United States coals, will be dispensed with by the proposed
arrangement. Their release will doubtless increase our exportations
of our domestic mineral coals to the Coast and Island colonies; and so
on the other hand, it the arrangement should be broken off, and the five
provinces should impose precisely the same import duty on coals as the
United States now do, or may do, (whether 30, 25, or 20 per cent. ad
valorem,) it is equally clear, that we should soon cease sending any coals
either to Canada, or the other colonies. Nova Scotia and Great Britain,
would then supply Canada, Prince Edward’s island, Newfoundland;
and New Brunswick would be forced, by necessity, to supply herself
either from Nova Scotia or Great Britain, or from her own internal re-
sources.

9. Awnthracite coal does not exist in any of the colonies. For some pur-
poses, and especially for domestic fuel, it is superior to the best Pro-
vincial coals, and, indeed, to the best English coals. It is particularly
adapted to other uses than for domestic fuel, for which the highly
bituminous coals of Nova Scotia are inferior. And further, our Cum-
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berland and other semi-bituminous coals, it has been found, are better
for steamships, and some other uses, than the Nova Scotia bltumjnous
coals are ; the latter being, (to quote the language of a gentleman inter-
ested in the Nova Scotia mines,) ¢ more rapid in combustion, and not so
durable.” On the other hand, for the making of gas and some (but very
few) other uses, the Nova Scotia coals are preferable to most coals of the
Atlantic States, that are raised east of the Alleghany mountains. If
the reciprocal release of all duties is agreed to, each of the diﬂerer_lt va-
rieties and qualities of coals in the United States and in the five provinces,
now known, or that may hereafter be discoyered, will stand upon its
relative merits as to adaptation to different uses and purposes, cheapness,
facility and certainty of procurement, and in all other respects, in the
markets ot the United States, and of the five colonies ; and whether the
Coast and Island Colonies do or do not furnish an increased demand for
our co:ls, of »ny kind, will depend on their superiority or inferiority, to
the colonial coals.

10. To rely in this age of philosophic and scientific experiment, dis-
covery, wid itnprovement, and of continual application of novel materials
to the arts, upon the presumption that any particular species of coals
will continue to maintain a present superiority over other coals, for any
purpose or use, would be somewhat unwise. Lord Dudley first applied
mineral conls to the manufacture of iron, and a century after, Huntsman
first used them in making cast-steel; in 1783, Cort invented the process
of puddling iron with mineral coals, and also of making bar iron by
means of their use; and, in consequence, such coals were chiefly sub-
stituted in the iron works of Great Britain for charcoal ; and Mushet’s
discovery as to the coking of coals, was as late as 1801; and as re-
cently as 1524, the black-band ore, found by him in Scotland, was
first used alone, with the aid of mineral coals; and in 1833 the hot-
blast furnace was first introduced by Neilson, of Glasgow, (Scotland,)
and raw coals substituted for coke therein; and until 1837, anthra-
cite coal was not successfully used with the hot-blast in smelting iron,
nor till 1841 for puddling and reheating iron; and various other dis-
coveries have been recently made as to the qualities and properties
of different coals; and even whilst this paper is being written, a me-
morial is presented to Congress, by citizens of high respectability, of
this city, setting forth the discovery of a mode of “ compressing” mineral
coals so as to enable a sufficiency to be carried by steamships for long
voyages, and soliciting the government to patronize the  invention.
Whether our coals, or which kinds, or those of Nova Scotia, or those
of Great Britain, are the best to employ for « compression,” experience
can alone test.

The secund inquiry is, how will the abrogation of the present duty
affect our home coal interests and kome trade in coals?

It may be, that the release of the duty in the United States upon
Nova Scotia coals, unless the ¢ mining company” in Nova Scotia raises
the prices of coals at the pit, (as some apprehend,) may increase to some
extent the importation of Pictou and Sidney coals, and if new coal-
fields should be opened in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, or Prince Ed-
ward’s Island, or Newfoundland, of other provincial coals alsp, into the
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eastern Atlantic ports of the United States for consumption in New
England, and if so, the prices of such coals in those markets will
probably be lessened. All these coals are highly bituminous, and the
chief consumption will be in the cities and towns of New England for
gas; though 1n Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, and perhaps to
a limited extent in Massachusetts, they may be used with other coals
for puddling iron,* and for a few other purposes. Bnt no use will
probably be made of any Provincial coals in New York, and certainly
not farther south. Coals as good for making gas, can now be supplied
by Maryland and Virginig, to New York, and at as low prices as any
provincial coals.

Heretofore the chief imports of provincial coals into the United States
have been into Boston. In 1853 nearly four-fifths of such imports were
into that port. Statement C shows the amount of imports from all of
ghe Jive colonies for four years, ending June 30, 1853. A table annexed
1s based on returns from the custom-houses of the ports named therein,
and proxTs the facts just stated.

Thé additional supply of provincial coals thus furnished will neces-
sarily induce a corresponding increase of the exports of our products
and manufactures to Nova Scotia, and the other three coast and island
Provinces, wherewith to pay for such augmented supply, unless the
prices decrease in something like a corresponding ratio to the increased
supply, as some intelligent gentlemen predict will be the caze.

The following answers may, it is conceived, be properly and truth-
fully made to the second query above propounded.

1. It is not supposed that the increased importation of the provincial
coals, all of which are highly biruminous, will in any degree interfere
injuriously with the interests of the anthracite collieries of the United
States; and, on the contrary, it is believed it will benefit the anthracite

*In the able pamphlet of John L. Hayes, eeq., published in 1850, as a memorial to Con-
gress in favor of an increase of the import duty on foreign iron, (p. 19,) he states the follow-
ing facts, which show that this coal cannot be used so as to make any but inferior iron:

“The superiority of American over British ironis unquestionable. Part of the British iron
is made from impure ores and sulphurous coal, and the efforts of the iron-masters are devoted,
especially during periods of low prices, to increase of make, and not of perfection of quality.
In many establishments, and especially within the last year or two, iron is made from old re-
fase cinder, which is rich in metal, but contains all the impurities, sulphur, arsenic, and phos-
phorus, which deteriorate the iron. Mr. Mushet, an English metallurgist, son of the cele-
brated David Munshet, says that common Welsh bars do not contain more than ninety per
cent. of iron. ¢ We often hear,’ says he, ‘ of extraordinary makes of pig-iron as to quantity,
but never hear at any work that bar-iron has been produced equal in quality to foreign marks;
on the contrary, the general quality of British iron is 1nuch lower than it was twenty years
ago.” We have before us a letter from a former manager of iron works at South Wales, ad-
dressed to parties in this country, requesting employment as an inspector of rails. We make
the following extract in proof of the above position: * In consequence of the increased quan-
tity of inferior materials, now used in the manufacture of rails, it becomes the more important
that foreign purchasers should employ an inspector who is thoroughly acquainted with
every process in iron making, whose business would be to secure them from defective rails,
and secure a quality of iron possessing undoubted durability.’”

Mr. Overman, in his work on the manufacture of iron, (p. 130,) says:

“ Sulphurous coal, by improper treatment, will produce sulphurous coke, and consequently
sulphurous metal, which, in all subsequent manipulations, will be ibjurious, troublesome, and
expensive.

“ By sprinkling a little water over red-hot coke, drawn freshly from the oven or pile, we
may ascertain whether it contains sulphur.”
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coal interests.  Anthracite coal, as before suggested, is not found in any
of the British North American colonies, and they will, if practicable,
barter their coals for anthracite, or otherwise procure, and _becgme
large consumers of it, for domestic fuel and other uses, to which it is
peculiarly adapted, and for which no colonial coals are equal to it.
The ezports of our domestic coals to Canada were in 1853 (vide state-
ment D) 13,603 tons, of the value of $57,299; of which a qonmderable
portion, it is believed, was anthracite; and to the coast and island colo-
nies we sent 3,878 tons, of the value of $15,206, most whereof was
anthracite. 'This is the United States account; but the Canad_ian ac-
count, before referred to, (No. 1, statement A,) makes the quantity sent
to that province appear greater. The fact suggested that provincial
coals (Pictou, Sidney, &c.) are useful for other purposes, that anthracite
will not as well answer, and that anthracite 1s necessary for certain
uses for which the highly bituminous coals of Nova Scotia are worthless,
is abundantly proved by the documents contained in the appendzz.

2. The same fact just stated exists in respect of the semi-bituminous
and bituminous coals of the Atlantic States, and the highly bituminous
provincial coals, as is proved by the same evidence. They are of dif-
ferent qualities and characteristics in several respects, and adapted to
different uses and purposes. The statement A shows some of the pe-
culiar qualities and characteristics of the provincial coals, and fully
verifies the representation now made. They are sometimes valuable to
be used with our anthracite and semi-bituminous coals ; but the purposes
are very few for which the provincial coals, to be used by themselves,
are preferable to ours, at the same or even less prices. When they are
preferable for any particular use, they will find a market in the United
States, even if the price paid s higher. This has been the case against
the high import duty ot 30 per cent. ad walorem, exacted since the first of
December, 1846, and the still more exorbitant zaz upon the consumers
in the United States of 1 75 per ton, or about 6932% per cent. ad
valorem, previously imposed by the tariff of 1842! the exports of Pro-
vincial coals to us in 1853, were 120,764 tons, at $1 76 per ton,=
$212,547—the duties were $63,733. The valuation did not, of course,
include the cost of freight from Nova Scotia, insurance, &c. Against
the colonial exports heretofore stated, our exports to the provinces in
1853, were 17,481 tons, at $3 57 per ton= $62,505.

In connexion with this statement, it should be observed that the
British ¢ Cunard steamers,” running between Liverpool and New York
vie Boston and Halifax, (Nova Scotia,) formerly used provincial (i. e.
Pictou or Sydney) coals; those concerned in the steamers being also
deeply interested in the Nova Scotia coal mines, and having the chief
coptrql ond management of them ; but, nevertheless, those steamers now
principally consume Cumberland coals, (Maryland and Pennsylvania,)
together with a small quantity of Lackawanna and Pittstown, (also
Pennsylvania,) and some Virginia coals—all the varieties amounting to
nearly 50,000 tons annually, not included in the preceding accounts.

'[‘l_iesg statements show, on the one hand, that even if the cost of
provincial coals, at the doors of the provincial consumer, is less than the
cost of our coals there, yet he cannot well, for some purposes, dispense
with the use of our coals; and so too, on the other hand, it is the same,
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toa limited extent, with respect to our purchases of Nova Scotia coals
in Boston and New York. And they show, also, that the quantity of
our coals consumed in the Provinces, is much greater than that of the
provincial coals consumed in the United States, in proportion to the
population of the respective countries. It is conceived the conclu-
sion thus deduced, from the facts shown by these authentic statistics
that there is no cause for apprehension of detriment to our semi-bitu-
minous or bituminous coal interests, by the proposed arrangement, is
incontrovertible, and that the abrogation by all parties of the duties on
coals, will tend to increase the trade in our coals of this character with
the provinces. :

3. The several preceding statements, and those in the appendix,
show, that when provincial coals and coals of the United States, of
similar character and quality, and both intended to be applied to similar
uses, come into our Atlantic markets, our coals may be furnished, and pro-
fitably, as cheap even in Boston, as the provincial coals, though free of
import duties ; and especially since the recent vast increase of the facili-
ties of railroad and canal transportation from our collieries in the intecior
to the Atlantic markets. The average of the wholesale prices current,
for each six months of the last four years, of our different coals, and also
of the Nova Scotia couls, in Boston, New York, Philadelphiu, Baltimore,
and Richmond, (Va.,) and in Halifax, (N. S.,) is given 1n the appendir,
proving the fact just asserted. Some of the causes are hereafter suggested
to sustain that proof, and to show that the release of the United States
import duty on the provincial coals will not materially alter the case.

4. Coal labor and most other labor is now ordinarily full as high at
Pictou and Sidney as in most of the United States, except in some of
the southern States, and on the Pacific; and there is little probability of
change in this respect. The following statement of British emigration,
from 1851 to 1853, inclusive, shows that labor will not probably be
cheapened in the coast and island colonies by European emigration. It
is well known that many who emigrate to the colonies soon come to the
United States; and most of the emigrants who stay in the colonies,
settle in Canada West.

Emigrants from the United Kingdom.

Fo British N.| To United | To Austra-
American States. lia._
colonies.
1848 i 30,065 | 188.233 23,904
1849 i 41,367 | 219,450 32,191
1860 .. i i i aaaaa.. 32,961 | 223.078 16,037
S5 42,605 | 267,857 25,632
1852 L.t iie e 32,873 | 244,261 87,881
1853 e e 34,249 | 228,152 | 63,460

[Vide * Statistical abstract of United Kingdom from 1840 to 1853,” p. 27, printed by Par-
liament in 1854.]
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The annual “passenger report” of Mr. Marcy, Secretary of Stat.e, at
the present session of Congress, (Ho. of Reps. Ex. Doc. No. 78, rinted
March 17, 1854, p. 23,) shows that 163,200 emigrants arnved in the
United States in 1853, besides the emigrants from Great Britain and
Ireland and British America; and that the number from British Amer-
ica who came to the United States was 5,613.

In the rigorous climate of New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island,
Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia, labor cannot be employed s0 long, by
several months during the year, nor as advantageously, as it can be
further south, in the coal mines of the States of Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Towa, Kentucky,
Illinois and Missouri.

5. Nova Scotia coals are subject to a duty, to be paid by the mining
company, called a “royalty” or rent charge of 2 shillings or 40
cents per chaldron at the pits. (See statement A, appendix.) This
tax on the coals, which is reimbursed by the purchaser, for it is in-
cluded in the price he pays, is diflerently stated in one of the docu-
ments annexed. It is said “the mining association pay a fixed rent to
the government for the privilege of raising 40,000 chaldrons, which
amounts to about 1s. 10d. currency (374 cents per chaldron,) and 20
cents per chaldron on the quantity raised beyond that.” Our coals are
not burdened by any such governmental duty, nor by any duty.

6. The shipping season generally commences at Pictou and Sidney
about the middle of May, and continues until the middle of November ;
after which time, usually, they and the other northern harbors of Nova
Scotia are frozen up. Pictou is distant from Boston about 700 miles,
and Boston is distant from New York by sea about 200 miles, and from
Philadelphia by sea about 500 miles, and from Baltimore by sea about
650 miles, and from Richmond (Virginia) by sea about 650 miles.
From Richmond, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, there is to New York,
shorter inland navigation. The navigation by sea, between Boston
and the three ports named south of Boston, 13 open throughout the year;
and but a small part of the inland navigation between New York and
Richmond is ever closed, and rarely beyond a few days; and if rieces-
sity should arise, continuous and uninterrupted railroad transportation
for coals can be made in a few days from Richmond to Boston. A
comparison of the list of freights by sea, for coals between the different
ports named, will show that they are ordinarily cheaper between the
United States ports, than between any of them, and Pictou or Sydney.

7. It has been intimated that one cause of the occasional cheapness of
European goals in our markets has been, that owing in part to the effect
and operation of our navigation laws, and in part to the course of trade,
toreign vessels, (and especially the larger class of vessels,) making voy-
ages trom tl_le other side of the Atlantic to the United States, for cargoes
of cotton, rice, tobacco, or other bulky southern products, or flour, pro-
visions, &c., pf‘ the West, also bulky, find difficulty in procuring full
cargoes to this country. The shipments to this country from the old
Weorlr(; az:lrl(:fé)cr;nmpallydhé}’lht ?rticles, not of great bulk, and valuable—
g Worldu;fisd ?}?e :o 1(13th ike. In th? limited direct trade between
is this the cager i€ ¢ hern ports of the United States, especially

; n such trade also the European cargoes are gen-
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erally ““assorted.” All foreign vessels are mterdicted from participa-
ting in our coasting trade, and also in our internal river trade. The
main part (more than eight-tenths) of the foreign vessels, trading be-
tween the old World and this country, trade through the ports east of
the Chesapeake bay; and their deficiency of cargo, on the outward
voyage from Europe, is often supplied by taking in salt, or coals, and
sometimes iron, that answer for ballast as well as lading, and which
are carried very low, and sometimes for merely nominal freight. This
cannot possibly be the oase in the coal trade from the British North
American colonies to the United States. On the contrary, the freights
Jrom the coast and island colonies, are generally bulky and heavy, such
as oils, fish, plaster, wood, &c.; whilst the freights from the United
States to the colonies (excepting flour and provisions) are generally light
and of small bulk, such as tea, manufactures, &c. Therefore coals
from the colonies must always pay freight, whilst the United States
coals sent to the colonies, (for similar reasons to those above stated as
to the European shipments to us,) may sometimes have to pay nominal
freights merely.

8. The Provincial official account of the exports from Nova Scotia,
(contained in the able official report of Governor Sir J. Gaspard Le
Marchant, to the Duke of Newecastle, dated October, 28, 1553,) gives
the following items as to the exports of 1852.

Ezports from Nova Scotia in 1852.

To Great Britain, of all kinds........ value £62,677 c. c. = $250,704
British West Indies ... .. ........ “ 213,084 £52,136
Other British N. A. Colonies. ... .. “ 352,185 1,408,740
United States. « .ol cccemecaeo.. “ 257,850 1,031,400
Ali other countries_ ... .......... “ 85,035 340,140

Aggregate. . ... ... oaa.iaioo.. “ 970,780 3,883,120

Ezports of coals in 1852 from Nova Scotia. ( Same rcport.)

To British W.Indies, quantity notstated value £432 c.c. $1,726

Other British N. A. Colonies. ... .. “ 16,925 67,700
United States. .. cceeeeaceenann “ 3R,781 155,125
All other countries. . ..o coo... “ 769 3,705
Total exports of coal—112,559 tons.. ¢ £56,907 $227,5659

The Nova Scotia coals, if equal to ours in quality and general utility,
and if they could be furnished as cheaply as ours, it would seem, ought
(if they were driven from our markets in consequence of the high
import duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem levied in the United States) to
have found a market in other countries, where they could compete with
ours on equal terms. We exported in our fiscal year of 1852, 45,336
tons of domestic coals, valued at $188,906, and among those exports were
the following :



To British West Indies.. .. .. teeameassanes tons 9,178 value $36582
Cuba and Spanish West Indies. ..c...--- “ 8,673 35,786
MeEXICO .- o e eaceacncccccaccoans ... % 5,711 23,961
Republic of Central America........... “ 2,817 11,817
New Granada. . . cccececanceccccecnen “ 5,488 23,981
Venezuela .. oeeeeeccaaccnacceennaans ¢ 640 2,668

And it appears that our exports of domestic coals by the same Uni-
ted States account, same year, to Canada alone were 8,814 tons, value
$38,942, being more than halt the value ($67,700) above stated to
have been the exports of Nova Scotia of coals, same year, to all of h_gr
sister Provinces; and according to the official Canagla returns of its
imports of coals in 1852, (vide statement A, No. 1,) it appears there
were but £1,127, or $4,508 in value of coals imported into Canada that
year from all the Colonies, whilst the United States sent to Canada
£13,005, or $52,020 in value the same year.

These facts show that the Nova Scotia coals have not been able to
compete with ours in foreign markets where they were on equal terms,
or in the Canada markets, where the Nova Scotia coals had the advan-
tage of the Canada import duty of 2% per cent. against us. Surely
they afford no warrant for the prediction, that a release of the duty now

exacted will enable the Nova Scotia coals to compete with our coals i

vur own markets. o . .
9. The uses to which mineral coals are applied in the United States,
are chiefly: . i

s

. In the manufacture of pig-iron, puddling iron, &ec. .
“ bar, rolls, and other wrought iron.
. “ castings of metal. '
. Distilleries and chemical works. :
For steam machinery in the manufacture of cotton goods.
s “ “ woolen goods.
“ used for printing presses.
railroad locomotives R
For steamships, and-steam lake, river, ferry, and harbor boats or tugs, and other craft
propelled by steam power.

“
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10. fuel for all kinds of vessels.

1. domestic fuel for dwellings, and for culinary purposes.

12. the making of gas.

13. glass furnaces.

14. the making of lime.

15. black and whitesmiths, gunsmiths, tinsmiths, coppersmiths, armorers, brass and
composition makers, instrument and tool makers, saw makers, cutlery makers, -
boiler makers, engine makers, and machinists, file cutters, nail manufacturess, -
plumbers, &ec., &ec. ’

16. every kind of steam power mills~—saw mills, flour mills, plaster mills, oil mille, and
in whatsoever business steam machinery is used. h

Many of the manufactories of the United States are in proximity to
the collieries, from which the coals used are procured; and this is the

case, especially with respect to the iron manutactories of Pennsylvania, «

Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, most of

which are also contiguous to the deposites from which. their iron.ores
are obtained. ’ ‘

So, too, with reference to the immense steam navigation,on the gr.ggt
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lakes, and on our western rivers, it is in the vicinity of the coal beds
from which its supplies of fuel are received.

The expense of transportation by land or water, if for any consider-
able distance, is the most material item in estimating the cost of coals.*

10. The idea of Nova Scotia coals, that must pay a rent charge of two
shillings per ton before leaving the pits, that must encounter the expense
of transportation by sea of 700 miles to Boston, or 900 miles to New
York, or 1200 miles to Philadelphia, and then be transhipped and sent
overland, either through canals or by railroads, or up rivers, to the
places ol consumption in the interior; and there undersell our coals
raised in the vicinity, is utterly preposterous. Our coal fields and mines
are as rich and productive as any in the world; and, as heretofore ob-
served, the kinds and qualities of our ¢oals in the different sections of
this Union, embrace nearly every known variety ; though, it is conceded,
that the Nova Scotia coals are different in one or two particulars from
any description of our coals usually found in the markets of the Atlantic
cities of the Middle and Eastern States. So far as that difference con-
stitutes any superiority of the Nova Scotia coals for any specific use or
purpose, they will find a market in those cities, but no farther, as it is
undenialle, that for general utility, they are decidedly inferior to our
coals.

11. Another importantadvantage possessed by the domestic coal inter-
ests of the United States over foreign coals is, that purchases of our coals
can ordirurily be made by consumers, on easier terms, and with greater
convenience, than can purchases of foreign coals; and so as to save
the expense of the intervention of the numerous *middle-men” between
the coal producer and the consumer, which cannot well be avoided in
purchasing foreign coals. In the neighborhood of our collieries, and in
the vicinity of our primary coal marts, other domestic products or man-
ufactures are often bartered for coals, and with mutual advantage to
both parties. Arrangements for credits upon purchases can ordinarily
be more readily made between the vendor and home purchaser of do-
mestic coals, than in respect of purchases of foreign coals. In many
cases, except in the large cities, sales of domestic coals are not regu-
lated by the strict rules of commercial usage, controlling those of
Joreign coals. The practice in the United States, pursued more perhaps
than in any other country, by all who raise products, of dispensing with
mercantile agents, and interchanging with one another their domestic
commodities for home use and consumption, has grown up from rela-
tions and associations originating in different ways, sectional, State,
neighborhood, social and personal n their character; but the.custom 15 50
deeply rooted that it cannot be changed. As to the domestic coa} trade

* Nore.—Some years since, two French metallurgists were sent to Great Britain from
France, to examine and report as to the British mines, &c. In reporting as to the Iron fur-
naces near Glasgow, Scotland, these gentlemen (M. Dufrenay and M. De Beaumont,) say :
«'The establishments in the ertvirons of Glasgow have the irappreciable advantage of being
placed in the centre of a coal basin, in which are found uuited, the coal, the mineral of iron,
the flux, and almost always the refractory clay necessary for the construction of furnaces.
Where all the material is taken from the same mine, any number of furnaces and rolling mills
can be included in one gigantic establishment, and the costs of superintendence and adminis-
tration, which are borne by coal, in many of the works required in this country to produce
the same quantity of iron, are there united to one. Favored by these facilities, the Scotch.
furnaces are able to make iron at a cost of only £2. 0s. 3d. per ton.”
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in this regard, it will require something more than the release of the
duty on provincial coals to unsettle it, and change the established chan-
nels through which it has been conducted. Our people have become
accustomed to this mode of doing business. Many different, important,
and influential interests are combined to preserve the present course of
trade, and it cannot easily be subverted or disturbed.

12. The statement A in the appendiz shows that the *Mining Asso-
ciation”” of the British provinces have had the management of the coal
fields upwards of a quarter of a century, and commenced working the
Pictou and Sidney mines as long ago as 1827; and yet, not 200,000
tons of coals have been raised from the mines in any one year. It
would be a deplorable confession of our lack of enterprise and in-
dustry, and of our inferiority to the Nova Scotians, for us to apprehend
(even if a change of the control of the mines favorable to their increased
production should take place,) any injurious competition from them in
coals, either in our own, or foreign markets. If 1t were possible that
the entire laboring male population of Nova Scotia could engage in
coal mining, they could not produce two millions of tons of coal
annually. If they bought all their food, and drink, and raiment, all
their necessaries, and luxuries, abandoned fishing, ship-building, and
agriculture, and other employments of manual labor, and devoted
themselves exclusively to raising, shipping, and selling coals to the
United States, they could not materially affect the domestic coal inter-
ets of this country.

The stimulant to increased production given by the abrogation of the
United States duty of 30 per cent. cannot provide them the means of
increase ; it will no tchange the tide of European emigration from the
United States to Nova Scotia. The exoneration of their coals from
this duty will not have the talismanic power of ¢reating additional labor
to raise, transport, and ship their coals; or to give the population of
Nova Scotia, and the other colonies, the ability to consume, or other-
wise advantageously dispose of the additional stores of our manufac-
tures and products, which they must receive in payment for any aug-
mented shipments of coals to us. In truth, its effects in any way will
be limited as to both countries.

13. There is another consideration that should not be wholly lost sight
of. The statement A shows the character of the ¢ gigantic monopoly,”
controlling the Nova Scotia and Cape Breton coal mines, compiled
from unimpeachable authorities. An American author of high intelli-
gence, Mr. R. C. Taylor, of Pennsylvania, in his ¢ Statistics of Coal,”
in writing on this very subject,* ridicules the apprehension of competi-
tion {rom these mines, managed under what he styles “the deplorable

* Nore.—Mr. Taylor, at page 189 of his valuable work, says: “In reciting these details, we,
as well as our renders, cannot omit to remark the injurious magnitude of such gigantic monopo-
lies a8 the one before us. In this case it covers an extens of more than twelve millions of
acres, or three times the size of Wales. It is scarcely necessary to say that its tendency is to’
impoverish the people; to destroy all energy in cultivating the abundant natural resources of
a fine country; to prevent all fair and wholesome competition; to narrow the scope of active
and productive industry; and to discourage all individual and general enterprise. On the
continuance of such a deplorable system, the rival coal proprietors of the United States, may well
Jound their calculations of a remunerative internal trade in coal at home, with even greater safety
and certainty than on the influence of tariffs, and the restrictions of international regulations.”’
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system,” which must continue to be so long as the monopoly is con-
tinued. ,

But even if the effect of the proposed arrangement should be con-
trary to the opinions now advanced; if the prices of domestic coals to
New England, and other consumers of the United States, are cheapened
by the proposed reciprocal arrangement, the result should not be dep-
recated by this country. The advocates of the doctrine of protec-
tion to our domestic manufactures—our iron, cotton, and woollen
establishments, whose aggregate capitals now exceed $200,000,000,
surely ought not to object; for all those manufactures will be im-
mediately and directly benefitted. So will our immense steam navi-
gating Interests on the seas, and in our rivers and lakes; and so
will every branch of “home industry” that employs steam power and
uses coals for fuel. It does not follow that a reduction of the price of
coals involves the substitution of foreign coals for domestic coals. The
eastern manufacturer wants the domestic markets of Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and Maryland, and the markets in their vicinity, West and
South, wherein to dispose of hiss manufactures. If New England
abandons the coals of those States, she is certain to lose (to some extent
at least) their markets. Trade will regulate itself as to prices, and as
to buyer and seller. It languishes when it ceases to be an interchange
of commodities, at fair prices, to both. If domestic coals are reduced
In price to the New England manufacturer, by allowing the introduc-
tion of Nova Scotia coals free, he is enabled of course ta manufacture
cheaper, so that, in fact, the same gquantity ot Pennsylvania, Virginia, or
Maryland coals will buy a like quantity and quality of manufactures as
at this time. If the prices of the manufactures are lessened in a corres-
ponding ratio to the diminution of the present price of coals, the coal
producers and the manufacturer mutually realize the same profits as
now.

A careful and impartial consideration of all the premises, it is sub-
mitted, will result in the conviction, that any alarm lest the exoneration
of Nova Scotia, or other provincial coals, from the duty of 30 per cent.
now levied in the United States, or from all duties, may be fraught
with ruin to our domestic coal interests, is causeless. Pictou, or Sydney,
or any other provincial coals, cannot thereby be enabled to supplant
Pennsylvania, Maryland, or Virginia coals in the New England mar-
kets, or even to affect, injuriously, our domestic coal interests, whether
ot capital or labor, there or elsewhere. In truth the fear that our do-
mestic coal trade, now amounting to more than nine millions of tons
annuaily, and increasing at least half a million of tons every year, and
the supply not then keeping up with the increasing home demand,
can possibly receive detriment frogn t_he competition of the comparatively
insignificant product of the provincial coal fields, that yield less than
200,000 tons per annum—from which, too, shipments cannot be made but
about halfthe year, and the coals also being all of one kind—and, if all the
available aid in labor, shipping, and capital that can possibly be ob-

‘tained to increase their production be estimated, and supposing that the
colonies can consume or dispose of our products or manufactures, ad-
equate to pay for the apprehended increase of the quantity of their coals
sent to the United States, will, it is conceived, be regarded as absurd,



20

by practical men of an ordinary degree of commercial intelligence.
Instead of arguments of this character against the onerous tax, the peo-
ple of the United States are compelled to pay for the privilege of using
foreign coals, the possessors of cual fields, who entertain any such ap-
prehensions, ought to use more economy, and superadded energy and
industry, in working their mines and transporting their coals to market.
And such means may be safely and fully relied upon as all-sufficient to
prevent Nova Scotia coals, and in fact all foreign coals, frorr} m_]_urlously
affecting their just interests. Monopolies, created by legislation and
upheld by legislation, are partial and odious. Monopolies of energy,
enterprise, and industry, not founded on invidious legislative protection,
are the reverse. Experience has shown that, in analogqus cases, the
timidity and selfishness of property has imagined like evil results that
never occurred.* In this instance, the objection is a mere scarecrow.

* Nore.—A memorable example of this occurred in 1846, when the coal interests remon-
strated against the reduction of the duty of $175 per ton on foreign coal, and predicted the
destruction of the home coal interests. The intelligent Mr. R. C. Taylor, of Pennsylvania,
in his work, before cited, published in 1848, says:

% Coal trade between British America and the United States.”

“ During the discussion of the United States tariff bill of 1846, much anxiety was felt and
expressed in the United States, but especially in Pennsylvania, as to the effect which a re-
mission of 8o large an amount of the duty then imposed on the introduction of foreign coals
might have on her home trade.

“Tt was shown, and may be confirmed by inspection of our own tables, that while with the
1842 tariff duty of 1 75 per ton, the increase of bituminous coal from the colonies into Bos-
ton, its principal market, was, in 1825, sixty-five per cent. over the supply of 1844, the increase
of Pennsylvania anthracite in the same market, and at the same time, was only eighteen
and one-half per cent. It might with good reason, therefore, be inferred that on reducing the
duty to about one-third of the sum heretofore paid, the consequences would be a diminished
demand for anthracite, and the almost total exclusion of American bituminous coal from the
Eastern States.

* This has not proved to be the result, for while the foreign coal of Boston, for instance, has
remained nearly stationary under a low tariff, the home trade in anthracite has trebled.

“It seews to us that there is one view in relation to a reciprocal trade in coal which has

heretofore been overlooked. Thus, Canada, although just now not a very important cus-
tumer, is a purchaser of American coal to a certain extent. Thus again, while the provinces
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick obtain a limited number of customers from one or two
American ports in their vicinity, the coal proprietors of Pennsylvania, of Ohio, and ultimately
of Michigan, will, in their turn, supply the adjacent provinces of Canada with the fuel of
which they are in need. The colonial government imposes no tariff on this importation,
although the American duty is 30 per cent. on what is received in the United States, a tax
equivalent to 65 cents per ton. As there exists no coal formation in all Canada, along a
trontier of more than a thousand miles, as the wants of the people increase, as manufactories
occasion new demands, with an increasing population, as the recent requirements of smelting
within the mining regions call for an adequate supply of mineral fuel, it does appear to us
that the Canadian provinces are destined to become extensive recipients of American coal, and to
an amount wltimately that will immeasurably ezceed the amount of Nova Scotia coal which may
reach the American Atlantic ports.
_ **In consequence of the reduced duty on coal imported into the United States, an additional
impulse was given towards the close of 1846 to the trade in coal from the British colonies.
Some cargoes, of from 300 to 400 tons burthen each, were, on the passing of the act of Con-
gress of July, 1846, at once chartered in London for this trade. The deep waters of the
North Eastern coast allow the largest class of vessels to take in and deliver cargoes of Nova
Scotia and Sydney eoals, and hence they could bring it at a lower rate than the small vessels,
which couvey the Pennsylvania and Virginia coals, independently of avoiding the heavy charges
on the American cozl by railroads and inland navigation.

“For four years the admission of Nova Scotia coal had been increasing in the Eastern
ports for the iron and other manufactures, for the supply of the Cunard steamers, and for va-
rious uses, in the face of a protective duty of $2 25 per chaldron. With a diminished duty,

tlm;efore, it is probable a considerable demand Jor this description of coal will take place in these
ports. :
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Neither the coal proprietors, nor the coal laborers, nor the coal con
sumers of this country, nor any interest of consequence, can be jeop-
arded by the proposed exoneration.

And if the proposed arrangement should cause a large increase of
the shipments of coal from Nova Scotia to the United States, it is pre-
sumed that the exports, from the United States to Nova Scotia, of the
cotton, rice, tar, pitch and turpentine, tobacco, and other products of
the southern States; and of the flour, provisions, &c., of the western
States ; and of the anthracite and semi-bituminous coals of the middle
States; and of the manufactures of the middle and eastern States, via
our Atlantic ports, will be augmented pari passu with the increase of
our imports of Nova Scotia coals. This must be the inevitable effect
of the laws of trade, unless we scnd the specie to Nova Scotia to
pay for the coals. It is probable, also, that such augmentation of our
exports, in return for any additional quantity of Nova Scotia coals we
may buy, will not be limited to the increase of our imports of coals
merely. The effect of opening the Nova Scotia coal-trade, if such in-
crease should take place, will reach every article of trade and com-
merce between the United States and Nova Scotia, and especially those
proposed to be reciprocally exempted from duties. Commerce begets
commerce. And it is not doubted that, if the Nova Scotia coal-trade
should increase, its direct effect will extend to, and have a beneficial
influence upon, all the trade and commerce between the United States
and New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island, and Newfoundland, and
soon reach and improve that between the United States and Canada.
It will tend to stimulate and invigorate all our commerce with all of
the colonies, and give it activity, value, and permanence. The benefits
thus resulting to various interests of the United States, will more than
counterbalance all the apprehended detriment that this country can re-
ceive by the cheapening of Nova Scotia coals, and our domestic coals,
in our own markets, and to our own consumers, if such should be the
result.

That the foreign-coal trade of the United States, or so far as it re-
spects the importation of coals, and especially of coals from Nova
Scotia, is now chiefly carried in foreign vessels, is shown by statement
F, ante p. 6. As before stated, these importations are principally into
Massachusetts, with small quantities to Rhode Island and New York.
Some few vessels belonging to the United States, since the amelioration
of the British navigation laws, obtain freights in New York, or in New
England ports, for Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Prince Edward’s Island,
or the New Brunswick ports on the gulf of St. Lawrence, or the French
Fishing Islands of St. Pierre, or Miquelon, and make up their return
cargo 1n part with Pictou or Sidney coals; but the trgde is not very

rofitable to them. The same statement shews that in 1853, three-
fourths of the entire trade between the United States and the coast and
island colonies, was in British colonial vessels. The carrying trade

& ““1848.—The expectation suggested in the last paragraph kas not been exactly realized.
That there has been no larger demsand for the provinecial coal we ascribe only to the simple’
fact that no bituminous coal will hereafter be able to supplant the use of anthracite for general

_purposes, and especially for domestic use.”—See page 200, “ Statistics of Coal.”
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between the United States and Canada, is quite equally divided between
United States and Canadian vessels.

It is not doubted that the opening of the Nova Scotia coal-trade, and
the augmented commerce produced by the proposed system of recipro-
cal exemption of certain leading articles from import duties, will give
a larger proportion of the carrying trade between us and the coast and
island colonies, and between us and Canada, to our vessels. Our
shipping merchants can then carry produce and manufactures from all
of our ports in their own vessels to the colonies, and dispose of them
profitably; and a cargo of coals and other exempted articles which, if
sold in the United States for cost and expenses, and reasonable freight,
without profit, wouid be advantageous, as employment is thereby af-
forded their vessels.

The fact that our Canada and other colonial trade and navigation now
employ about ;% dths of the seamen, men and boys,of our entire mercan-
tile marine in foreign trade, (as is shown by statement F, ante p. 6,) is
worthy of consideration. The entire personnel of our mercantile marine in
our foreign trade, is now about 145,000 men,and 1,500 boys, in all about
146,500, and it appears that the navigation of our vessels in the trade
with Canada and the other four British North American colonies, in the
year ending June 30th, 1853, employed 54,420 men, and 1,200 boys,
in all 565,620. Next to the whale, and cod, and mackerel fisheries, our
trade and navigation with these colonies is the best nursery of, and
school for, hardy, intelligent, and patriotic native American seamen,
possessed by the country.  This is a national interest of high importance,
and ought to be jfostered and cherished by every national statesman. Addi-
tional employment to this branch of our navigation will stimulate and
encourage the augmentation of a class of seamen, that whilst in peace
they will aid in the extension of our commerce over every sea, may,
in all emergencies, be implicitly relied upon to defend the rights of
their country, and to sustain the honor of its flag upon the ocean in time
of -war.

The main object of those who understood the subject, in imposing,
by the tariff of 1842, the exorbitant duty of $1 756 per ton (about 69.28
per cent. ad valorem) on the importation of all foreign coals, was to
repress the introduction of British coals into the United States, and
thereby protect and encourage chiefly the domestic coal interests of
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia; for if the measure affected the
ultramontane coal interests at all, it was very slightly. And when the
tariff of 1846 was passed, that this high exaction was only reduced to
30 per cent. ad valorem may be ascribed also to the desire to maintain
the same domestic coal interests. The coals of the provinces were not
really regarded by the intelligent statesmen who favored the domestic
coal interests, as of sufficient consequence to require such measure to
prevent competition by them with our coals, nor worth special exemption
from the duty. The proposed reciprocal arrangement does not, if
adopted, affect the duty on British coals, or any foreign coals, except
those of the five British North American provinces. If the present
te_lriff is not modified, the duty on British coals will remain as heretofore,
since 1846. Lf Mr. Secretary Guthrie’s recommendation is adopted,
the duty will be reduced to 25 per cent. ad valorem; or if the new’
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tariff bill reported in the House of Representatives is passed as pre-
sented, the duty will be reduced to 20 per cent. ad valorem. Many
complain of the duties on coals because they are articles of general
necessity, and should be cheapened as much as possible to the con-
sumer; and they insist that the present, and both the rates proposed
as substitutes, are too high. The various manufacturers who use min-
cral coals, and especially the iron, and cotton, and woollen manufac-
turers, contend that coals should be regarded the same as “raw ma-
terial” for such manufactures, the taxation of which injures and dis-
courages, instead of protecting and encouraging the manufacturer.
They contend that, in proportion as the raw material is cheapened,
they are enabled to furnish the manufactures cheaper. It is sigmficant,
that in many and various memorials to Congress, and pamphlet pub-
lications found here, made by those who ask for federal legislation in
aid of our *home industry” engaged in the making of iron, the protec-
tion, in the same mode, of the domestic coul interests is not referred to
favorably.* In truth, the iron interests, and the coal interesis, are in this
respect antagonist to each other. 'The iron interests of the Atlantic States
desire foreign competition with our domestic coals, in order that the
prices of both may be reduced, and that they may have a greater vari-
ety. And the interests of the other manufacturers using mineral coals,
and of owners of steam mills, and of those concerned in steamships
and steamboats, (which two last-named interests have increased vastly
within the last ten years,) and others concerned in steam, are all on
the side of “free trade in coals.”” Insomuch as the southern portion of
the confederacy below the parallel of 835° north latitude as yet uses but
few mineral coals, the enhancement of the prices of foreign and domes-
tic coals some 20 or 30 per cent. in our Atlantic cities, by a duty on
imported coals to such amount, it is argued is no detrimeut to that
section; and also that, as below the same parallel there are but few
domestic coals raised, except for consumption in the neighborhood of
the mines, the benefits directly accruing to that section from the pro-
tection and encouragement of the domestic coal interests are quite lim-
ited. There are, however, statesmen who regard the high duties on
coals as detrimental to the Southern cotton, rice, and tobacco interests,
and to the Western grain and provision interests, and, in fact, to all
our ezport interests. One of the injurious effects is to destroy the
British markets for our products exported to the extent of the value of
the British coals that would be exchanged for such products and im-
ported into the United States but for the high duty; though at this
time or hereafter it is not supposed that, if the present duty was wholly
released, the shipments of British coals to the United States would be
very greatly increased. Our imports in 1853 from Great Britain and
Ireland were but 109,751 tons, of the value of $275,335; but other cir-
cumstances than the high duties now operate to prevent any large im-
portations of coals from Great Britain to the United States. If such

#In the memorial of the iron manufacturers of New England to Congress, asking for a mod-
ification of the tariff of 1846, presented in 1850, prepared by John L. Hayes. esq., of Maine,
which is, perbaps, the ablest and most ingenious ppmphlet pupllshed on that side of the ques
tion, at page 17, coals are referred to as not needing protection, because under the tariff of
1846 “ the price of combustible has increased.”
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increase was to take place, it would not affect any coal interests but
those of the three Atlantic States above specified. It could not injuri-
ously interfere with the coal interests of the interior States. The State
of Iilinois, having the most extensive and valuable cpa} fields of any
State of the confederacy can never apprehend any injury to its coal
interests from foreign competition in any quarter: nor can Iowa, that
is supposed to rauk next to her; nor Kentucky, that ranks next afier
Pennsylvania; nor Ohio, that ranks next after Kentucky ; nor Indiana,
Missouri, Michigan, Tennessee,and Wisconsin, thatrank nextinthe order
named. Onthe contrary,it may be confidently predicted that within afew
years, so soon as the internal improvements already in progress, afford-
ing facilities for the transportation of their coals to the Atlann'c markets,
are completed, the competition of the wltramontane States with the At-
lantic States in mineral coals will so reduce the price of our coals that
there will be no rivalry from Great Britain, or the British North Amer-
ican colonies, or from any other quarter of the old or new world, in that
commodity. -It is believed that in less than twenty years there will be
none but adventitious and incidental importations ot foreign coals into
the United States; and that we shall annually export hundreds of thou-
sands of tons to other countries, and be enabled to undersell most for-
eign coals.

During the times when the doctrine of ¢ protection of domestic indus-
try” by a high tariff was in vogue, the most popular argument urged in
favor of that policy was, that the result would be that our country
would avoid all danger of ever being “dependent” on any foreign coun-
try. But now, uo intelligent citizen of the United States indulges any
apprehensions that the free people of this confederacy can ever be made,
by governmental action or non-action, at home or abroad, *dependent” to
an unwise extent, or unprofitably, and for a long time, upon the people
of any country on the face of the globe, for any article of necessity, or
for but very few other commodities of high importance. Bounded by
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, with Europe and Africa on the one side,
and the isles of the Pacific and Asiatic seas, and China and the East
Indies, on the other, with the West Indies and Cuba coutiguous to, and
Mexico bordering us, on the south, and on either ocean having ready
access to the States sull further south of both American continents;
extending over upwards of 57 degrees of longitude; and from the 47th
to the 24th parallel of north latitude on the eastern, and from the 49th
to the 31st on the western side, with mighty rivers emptying into the
Gulf of Mexico, or one or the other Ocean, reaching into the interior in
every direction, and vast inland seas lying on our northeastern margin ;
with hundreds of millions of agricultural lands of unrivalled fertility,
producing every agricultural product known to the same latitudes in
other parts of the globe, and many not produced in otier countries
within the sume parallels; with unnumbered herds and flocks; with
proliﬁc.lake, river, and coast fisheries; with boundless forests of val-
uable timber; with exhaustless stores in our mountains, plains, and
valleys throughout the Union, either of iron, copper, lead, zinc, coals,
or gold, &c., comprising every variety of metals and minerals; rich in
mgmufacturmg, commercial, and maritime resources; and, above all,
with a people free to exert their industry as they may choose, and of
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unsurpassed intelligence, enterprise, and energy; the idea of any ¢ de~
pendence” by the United States upon any other country for anything is
out of the question. :

One single product of our Southern States controls the labor of more
ghan tl_lree millions of the population of Great Britain and Europe, and
its being withheld from them for one year would involve them in
distress.  With the variety of climate of this confederacy, and its
diversity of products for human subsistence, it is quite improba-
ble that famine will ever extend over it all at the same time; and the
same remark may be made as to the prevalence of pestilence in the
United States. Countries that do not possess such variety of climate,
and rely mainly upon the production of one or two articles of subsist-
ence, liable to be affected by the same causes, are more exposed to
such qalamities; as was the case of Ireland in the famine of 1847, on
the failure of its potato crop by the rot. But, in this country, a failure
of crops in one part, or a failure of one product, can generally be sup-
plied by the production of the other sections, or of other products not
likely to be affected by the same causes; and such domestic products
may be conveyed with facility and cheaply by our rivers, canals, and
railroads, pervading every portion of the Union, (excepting as yet the
newly acquired western and southwestern countries, and the Pacific
region,) and thereby all necessity for a resort to forcign vid is avoided.
The British North American colonies have not, of themselves, such re-
sources. Their productions, whether of the forest or of the field, of the
earth or of the sea, are more limited in variety, and particularly as to
articles of necessity for human subsistence. ‘They produce few of such
articles in great abundance. They produce still fewer articles that are
indispensable that we do not produce, or for which we have not avail-
able substitutes. We produce everything they can need in any exi-
gency. Consequently the colonies must necessarily be dependent
chiefly upon us, their nearest neighbors, in times of scarcity to supply
a deficiency in the articles they produce, and at all times for the nu-
merous articles that they do not produce, and that we do. To this inex-
orable decree of the God of nations, regulations as to trade and com-
merce made by either government must in the end yield. And, there-
fore, whilst we do not in any degree jeopard our independence by
throwing open our ports, and our trade and commerce, wide and free,
to these colonies, every such measure increases and strengthens their de-
pendence upon us.

A statement annexed exhibits the coal statistics of the United States
for 1840 and 1850, as compiled from the published and unpublished
census returns of those vears. It is to be regretted that they could not
have been furnished less imperfectly. The detailed returns of some
of the assistant United States marshals, who took the census of 1850,
are represented to be confused and irregular. Those returns do not
profess to give an account of any establishment, or manufactory, or
work, or mine, of which the annual product is less than $500; and it is
believed they understate the statistics as to those of which such product
is over the sum specified, and many establishments are altogether
omitted, and most of the compilations wunderstate the marshal’s returns.
The officer having charge of the unpublished schedules, in communi-
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cating the paper from which the annexed statement has in part been
prepared, says, “I believe the returns will be fou'nd to be n many
cases greatly short of the fact.” Though after laborious examination of
the different census accounts of 1850, to discover desired statistical in-
formation, the only thing certainly ascertained and established has been,
that those who are in search of authentic and full information, if not
satisfied of their disappointment in that quarter, are sure to be misled;
insomuch as the unreliable character of these census reports is pretty
generally understood, they have been appended hereto, to pass for what
they are worth. They can do no harm. The following is a synopsis
of them:

Published census accounts of 1840, p. 355.

Anthracite coal raised in the United States in 1840..... cceeceoevnacecann s tons 863, 849
Semi-bituminons, bituminous, and cannel coals raised in the United States in
1840, 27, 603,191 bushels, at 28 bushels per ton «.cceecceeecvacearvannann 985, 824
Number of men employed in raising anthracite coal.eeeevaccae cavecvenen.. 3,013
Do........ do...... do. ....other coals.coeoceceeriee veemennnnns 3,768
Capital invested in raising anthracite coals.. .. cevemeemicaacccnaiainens . $4, 355, 602
Dooeeraen. Ao, .. 0ther COBl8. ccueiaercrcicccnaa cvsannccne cnea 1, 868, 862
Coals consumed in 1699 iron manufactories in 1840, (p. 354,).ccececanc . 1,528,110

Unpublished census accounts of 1850.

Number of coal-raising establishments. ... .c.cueeuetcaeniacmaeencaen..n. 383
Product (bushels of coal at 28 bushels per ton).eevee ceeeacencacnaaaaaaes tons 4, 408,750
Value at pits of coal raised... o comeer iiiiin i et i ettt ceeaan e $6, 299, 376
Number of men employed. ccvevmenniianmiie i i e cciecea s 13,875
Monthly wages. .o o icaan cieeieencnceciaccresccescnsccesnnns nanncnna $304, 975

Capital invested. ... ooon ooin oot iie ittt it ccce it ceee s senn $7,992,731

Whenever uany State is omitted in the official return, or evidently stated incorrectly, the
proper quantity has been estimated, and in every such instance it is so stated.

The foregoing items from the unpublished accounts of 1850, being,
as before observed, exceedingly deficient and imperfect, some remarks

and notes are subjoined to the statement, to which attention should
be given.

The published accounts of the census of 1850 furnish some data
as to the coals consumed, in the United States in that year, ending
June 30, 1850. The items below given are taken from the ¢ Ab-
stract of the Census,” (pp. 154 to 160,) which book seems to have been
prepared with care and statistical ability.* The number of colliers or

. " Nore.—There were in 1850 colliers or coal traders 2,948; employed in coal mines, 14,437;
in cotton factories, 34,409; in woollen factories, 21,720; in iron founderies, furnaces, and roll-
ing-mills, §7,579; lime-burners, 1,732; in saw, planing, and grist mills, 47,409; in glass facto-
ries, 5,433. Black and whitesmiths, 99,703; armorers, 469 ; bell and brass founders, 1,353;
mstrument-makers, 2,756 ; boiler-makers, 1,581 ; brass and composition-makers, 573; copper-
am}ths, 1,760 cutlery-makers, 892 ; file-cutters, 291 ; gas-fitters, 564; gas-makers, 148; gun-
smiths, 3,843; iron founders, 9,273; iron-workers, 5,008: wachinists, 24,095; nail manufae-
turers, 2,046 ; saw-makers, 554; tinsmiths, 11,747.

The commerce and navigation report of 1850 shows the United States had then 525,946
tons of steamn vessels. Sinee 1850 there has been built—in 1851, 233 steamers; in 1852,
259 steamers; and in 1853, 271 steamers; in all, 760, and the tonnage is stated at 604,616
tons, and it is estimated there are 2,000 steam vessels. There are upwards of 20 steamshipa
and vessels in the naval, revenue, and coast survey service, and six new steam frigates are to

be built. The United States use at least 50,000 tonsof coals annually in the different branches
of the public service.
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coal traders in the United States in 1850, 2,948, and in which none are
allowed to either Pennsylvania or Louisiana, and the numbers of different
occupations, &c., &c., have been taken from the published ¢ Census
Report,” p. 67 to 79, &c.

COALS RAISED AND COALS CONSUMED IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1850,

Domestic coals consumed in United States in 1850, from * Abstract of Census,” pp. 154 to 160.

Tons.
In 1094, manufactories of cOtton g00A8..cecer cacnes orecaccee cacace ceneannnnn 121,099
In 1,559..... do........ woollen goods 46, 370
In 377..... do........ 4 7o 1) R 645,242
In1,391..... do........ CASUINGS < eecmen caeevemncnsuccetcacconcanace caneanns 190,191
In 422..... do........ wrought iron....... teeecrsteensiamansaneccmnnenanan 538, 063
Total QUADILY. . v cee coen e cie et eeeiteaemac cecmcccaaccaceaaaans 1, 540, 965
The exports of domestic coals same year, as per United States Report on Com-
merce and Navigation, for 1850, p. 40, were, (value, $167,090). ... cccue..-.. 38,781
App:
Estimated quantity of domestic coals consumed in the United States in 1850, for
all other uses and purposes than above specified, and under statement of quantities
above given, as was used in the ggnufactories mentioned.................... 5,500, 000
Estimated total quantity of coal raised in the United States in 1850........ 7,079,746

The tons dre estimated at 28 bushels per ton, and weighing 2,240 pounds.
The estimated value of the coals raised, (7,079, 746 tons,) at $2 50 per ton, average, for all
kinde of coals, and in the various different localities where they are raised, is $17,699 36.
The ¢ Abstract of the Census” (zhid) states, also, that the quantities
of “coke, culm, and charcoal’” used in the United States in the same
manufactories above mentioned were as follows :

Bushels.
In pig iron manufactorics..cemn coveiaemer cecmcnacaccanaeccnaccacaaaaen 54, 165, 236
CABLINGR. ceecer ceeecacceeanacnecaccnasoconaecsnansamascacnnssoncasosnss 2,143,750
Wrought iron..oceee conmcnvnnn.. e escccemeesssccas saemscaanansonancs 14, 510, 823
Total....-.... e et e e eeme e e ———m e s eanm—————mmea—- 71,819, 814

What quantities of “ coke, culm, and charcoal’ were used in same year, 1850, for uses and
purposes besides those above specified, cannot be stated from any certain data.

The imports into the United States of foreign coals for same year,
1850, and the exports of foreign coals same year, were as follows, (vide
statements B, C, and E):

Tons. Value.
Imports of foreign coals into the United States in 1850...... 180,439 $378, 817 (p. 256)
Exports....... do...... from........ do........ do.....-.. 6,480 66,962 (p. 123)
Foreign coals consumed in the United States in 1850.... 173,959  311.855

The memoranda. in the appendiz contains estimates of the quantities
of all the mineral coal (anthracite, semi-bituminous, bituminous, and
cannel coals, &c.,) raised in the United States, in the year ending June
30, 1854; and also of the quantities supposed to have been raised
in several of the different States, in the same year, upon which the
estimate as to 1854 are in part based. The absence of authentic and
certain data whereon to found these estimates precludes the idea of
their being advanced as any thing else than conjectural indices, or
approximations to the true quantities. - Notice is made also ot the
movement and progress of the domestic coal trade, prices of different
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coals at different places, in past years, and in 1854; and the extraordi-
nary increase of the raising of coals since 1819, unparallelled by that
of any product of this country, and it is believed of the world, (except
the cotton crop of the southern section of the United States,) is also
shown, and of the cost of transportation and prices of freights between
different -ports and places. The statistics therein given have been
gathered from commercial newspapers and other publications of the
United States. All the statements presented with this paper, stated
to have been compiled from the returns of the United States Treasury,
may be fully relied upon, as may also those taken from the official
British and provinéial returns.

An intelligent Boston merchant has suggested that the quantity
annually used by New England, for two or three years past, of Penn-
sylvania, Virginia, and Maryland coals, is an average of about
1,100,000 tons. A carelul consideration of the statistics now presented
has induced the opinion that the quantity stated is too small. This
opinion is strengthened into conviction by the fact, (proved beyond all
question by the census returns for 1850,) that in the year named, at least
153,000 tons of mineral coal were consumeg by the New England cot-
ton, woollen, pig iron, castings, and wrought iron manufactories; and
at least five and a half millions of bushels of coke, culm, and charcoal
were also consumed in that year, in the same pig iron, castings, and
wrought iron manufactories. These quantities do not include the coals
&c., used for railroad locomotives, for domestic fuel, for glass manufac-
tories, for gas, for other manufactories and mills, for printing presses,
for steamnships and steamboats, and many other purposes. They do
not include the consumption by those whose establishments did not
produce over $500 annually. Nor is the consumption of these coals,
&c., by the 13,932 black and white smiths, the 286 armorers, the 81
instrument-makers, the 90 boiler-makers, the 101 brass and composi-
tion-makers, the 455 cutlery-makers, the 318 glass manufacturers, the
46 file-cutters, the 301 gunsmiths, the 9,741 machinists, the 940 nail
manufacturers, the 69 saw-makers, the 2,124 tinsmiths, or the 143
plumbers, &c., &c., in the six New England States (vide Census Re-
port, preface, p. 57, &c.) included. Considering the increased con-
sumption since 1850, it is confidently assumed that not less than zwo
mullions of tons of mineral coals, &c., were consumed in New England
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854. And nearly all of these
coals were domestic, and from the three middle Atlantic States, before-
mentioned ; and nearly the whole of the coke, culm, and charcoal used
by the same consumers, and others in the United States, was domestic
also, as but fifty tons were imported into the United States, in 1853, and
none in 1852, Not more than 110,000 tons of foreign coals, of which
say about 20,060 tons was probably British, and 90,600 tons Nova
Scotia coals, it is estimated were used in all New England during the
year 1854. The total emports of all foreign coals into the United States
In 1853, less the ezports of same coals, was 231,009 tons, of which
108,831 tons were from Great Britain and Ireland, and 120,764 tons
from the British North American Colonies ; and of which it is estimated
that one-fifth of the European coals, and four-fifths of the provincial coals,
so imported, being near the quantities just specified, were consumed
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in New England in 1853. As the imports of foreign coals have not
increased in the last year, the same estimate is made for 1854. The
domestic coals exported in 1853 were 79,150 tons. The quantity has
increased in 1854. It is supposed that the domestic coals sold to foreign
steamers for fuel, on their voyages from our ports on the Atlantic, in
the Gulf of Mexico, on the Pacific, and in the great lakes, (and there-
fore for jforeign consumption, though not included in the accounts of do-
mestic ezports,) if the quantities could be obtained, when added to the
exports, would nearly equal the total of all the foreign coals imported and
used in the United States.  As before noticed, there is sold annually in
Boston and New York quite 50,000 tons of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
Maryland semi-bituminous and bituminous coals to the British Cunard
steamers alone.

Estimating the annual increase since 1850 at ten per cent. per annum,

the quantity of coals raised in the United ®tates in 1854 would be as
follows :

Quantity estimated to have been raised in 1850. ... ... 7,000,000 tons.
Ten per cent. per annum increase for four years..... 2,800,000 ¢
Quantity raised in 1864....._ ... ... ... .. .. ... 9,800,000 ¢

But to prevent the charge of over-estimate, the quantity is now set
down at nane millions of tons, which is certainly beneath the true quantity
raised, and this does not include the quantity of domestic coke, culm,
&c., that cannot have fallen short of ninety millions of bushels in the
same year.

A statement in appendiz contains an estimate, based on the best
authorities that could be procured for reference, of the acres in square
miles of the coal-fields of some of the principal coal countries of the
world, with their present supposed annual production and exportation.
The areas of the different coal-fields of Great Britain and the British
Isles and lIreland have been variously estimated. 'The aggregate urea
of those fields is now generally set down at 11,860 square miles.* The
annual production of these mines has also been differcutly stated. The
following statement gives the production for the year 1554 at forty-
two millions of tons. The consumption and exportution is estimated as
follows:

* Norr.—The statement referred to shows that Great Britain is first of the countries of the
old world as to extent of coal-fields, production, and exports of coals; butthe single State of Il-
linois has four times, and Iowa has twice the area of coal-felds that Great Britain has. Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Ohio, each e_xceed Greag Brmam in su‘ch area; _and 1li-
nois, Iowa, and Virginia, each exceed such area in Great Britain and all Eurepe united. In
production, Great Britain stands first, and the United States next: and of the United States,
Pennsylvania far exceeds any other State in production, and in fuct she pl'()dl!ces more than
half the entire quantity raised in the United States. The British North American provinces
exceed in area the coal-fields of Great Britain and all Europe together, but do not equal Vir-
ginia, Jowa, or Illinois. See vol. 1, p. 26, Sir Charles Lyell’s travels in the United States,
describing the coal-tields of Illinois, Indiana, and Kentucky.
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Production of coal in Great Britain and Ireland in 1864.

Tons,
Domestic consumption and smaller manufactures...cceeceece caennaccacceanen. 22,600,000
Production of Pig-ir0n e ceceenvemore iarcaeaer oot tiaeetemaan e uan 9,500,000
COttOn MANUIACEUTEB. e e e e ceeece ceaneecacanssecacsaneonssanssssonnnnsaanns 1,000,000
‘Woollen, linen, and silk manufactures, &C.coeeeeeevemcenveocecscoccssmnncens 1,800,000
Sl WOTKB . e e cveeencoccacsoacans cacneescsesncassanse sancenness aoannsoane 400,000
L WOIK e o et ceremecececoncaesoaccsacacaeneceansasaaces ancssanseesnss 700,000
Railroad carriages, steamers, &¢. coeuen cevrcnaeoccacecacncesancocanconeaans 1,300,000
Shipped from Great Britain to Ireland..co-. . cevevien e iaceeaiccanaananns 1,500,000

Home consumption,...cc.eeceeecannnn . Geee@eesneactecancs casssanacecmrans 38,000,000
Exports to colonies, and to all foreign countries (see table 2 in Appendix for 1852) 4,000,000

Total production in 1854 «cceeecaneuceniercaneeconresonncoovessccncae 42,000,000

Mr. McCulloch in his ¢ Commercial Dictionary,” of 1847, vol. 1, p.
298, London edition of 1850, gives the production at 34,600,000 ‘ons
for the year 1845. Mr. Spackman, in his work, published in London
in 1847, styled “ An Analysis of the occupations of the people,” p. 96,
estimates the total production for 1846 at 38,400,000 tons. Insomuch
as the official returns of the exports of Great Britain, for 1845, show
that a greater quantity, by 731,000 tons, was exported tothe colonies and
foreign countries, than Mr. McCulloch allows, it is presumed Mr. Spack-
man is the most correct; and Mr. McC., in his ¢ Statistical account of
the British Empire,” published in London in 1847, p. 599, says that
38,400,000 tons was, for 1846, “moderately estimated.”* When it is
considered that less than 13 per cent. per annum is allowed for the
increased consumption since 1846, and that no account is taken of the
consumption of Ireland, except by including the exports to that island
from Great Britain, it is believed this estimate of forty-two millions of
tons, for 1854, will be regarded as equally ¢ moderate.”” The estimated
average value of these coals at the pits 1s about 10 shillings per ton, or
£24,000,000. The average cost of these coals to consumers in cities
and towns, to which they can be transported readily and cheaply, and to
purchasers in ports of shipment abroad, varies from 11 shillings to 35
shillings per ton.

The vast resources of the United States, both in coal and iron; the
nearer equalization of the wages of labor in this and the old World,
continually taking place in consequence of the emigration of hundreds
of thousands of the best European laborers hither every year; the fact
that foreign capital is constantly seeking profitable and safe investments
here, to escape the apprehended political convulsions in the old World;
and the unequalled enterprise and industry of our people, caused by
the cheering and invigorating influences of our republican institutions
upon the working men, render it quite certain that in less than a quar-
ter of a century we shall outstrip every nation on the globe in the pro-
duction of coal and iron, and in the manufacture of iron; and that we

-~

* Note.—See also on this subject McQueen’s “ British Statistics, (London, 1834,) pp. 70
to 74; Porter’s “ Progress of the Nation,” (London, 1851,) p. 274, &c.; Marshall's ** Statis-
tics of British Empire,” (London, 1836,) p. 237; official “ Statistical Abstract for United

Kingdom,” to 1853, p. 16; R. C. Taylor’s “Statistics of Coal,” (Philadelphia, 1848,) pp. 257,
258, 259, &e.
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§hall bp in advance of every other people in agricultural products, and
in navigating and commercial resources.

Coal and iron have been and yet are two of the most important ele-
ments of the vast wealth and gigantic power of the British empire.*
The attainment of her high position by us 1s not solikely to be accelerated
or even aided by legislative restrictions, as to the trade and commerce
between this a_nd other countries, or legislative efforts by us to stile
or depress the industry of any other nation, as it is to be retarded by
such measures. Whatever increasc may occur in the quantity of coals
raised in this country, it will be less attributable to legislative wisdom
in imposing fetters upon the foreign coal-trade, than to the superior
natural advantages we possess in our rich and exhaustless coal fields;
to the extended and increasing markets at home and abroad; to the
rapidly augmenting facilities for the transportation of our coals from the
interior to the seaboard markets, and to the energy of our citizens. No
increase stimulated and quickened by restrictions in the form of oner-
ous impost duties on foreign coal, can be depended upon as per-
manent. Prosperity thus created is factitious and in continual peril.
The federal government may rightfully, and ought to, encourage, ad-
vance, and protect the development of our home resources by provid-
ing for the use in our public works, and by our army and navy, ot do-
mestic coals and iron, even it at higher cost than the foreign articles,
when the quality is equal. But generally  laisser les faire,” is the true
rule that the coal and iron interests of the United States should main-
tain.  Stringent courses as to the trade and commerce of any other coun-
try, even if 4n retaliation for illiberal restrictions enforced against us,
cannot result in good to this, though they may harm the other country.
1t is believed such illiberal policy 1s discarded by a large majority of the
{:eople of the United States. For the last fifieen years the most en-
ightened and free nations of the earth have been maintaining and put-
ting into operation the wiser principles of “freedom of trade”” We
are in practice behind several of them; for the average rate of duty im-
posed by the tariff of ’46 is higher than the average rate prescribed by

* Note.—British authors, in writing upon this subject, say: * As respects the supply of
coal, Britain is singularly favored; a large portion of the surface of the country having under
it continuous and thick beds of this valuable mineral—vastly more precious to us than would
have been the mines of the precious metals like those of Peru and Mexico; for coal, since it
has been applied to the steam engine. is really hoarded power, applicable to almost every pur-
pose which human labor, directed by ingenuity, can accomplish. It is the possession of her
coal mines which has rendered Britain, in relation to the whole world, what a city is to the
rural districts which surround it—the producer and dispenser of the various products of art
and ‘industry.”’—McCulloch’s Dictionary of Commerce, p. 296. * The value of the mineral
products of England would be greatly inferior to what it actually is, were it not for the abund-
ant supply of good coal found in various districts of the kingdom. Tt cannot be necessary to
point out the many advantages which it derives from the possession of our coal mines, the
sources of greater riches than ever issued from the mines of Peru, or from the diamond
grounds at the base of the Neela Mulla mountains. But for our comwand of fuel, the inven-
tions of Watt and Arkwright would have been of small account; our iron mines must
long since have ceased to be worked, and nearly every important branch of manufacture which
we now possess, must have been rendered impracticable, or, at best, have been conducted upon
a comparatively insignificant scale.”— Porter's Progress of the British Nation,” p. 273. “Our
coal mines have been sometimes called the black Indies; and it is certain that they have con-
ferred a thousand times more real advantage on us than we bave derived fromthe conquest of
the Mogul empire, or than we should have reaped from the dominion of Mexico and Peru.”—
McCullock's Account of the British Empire. vol. 1, p. 597.

»



32

the latest tariffs of Great Britain and her colonies, of France, and other
countries, and even of the Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico. The new
tariff proposed by the Treasury, and that recently reported by the
Committee of Ways and Means of the House of Representatives of
the United States, do not bring down the tax on imports to be paid by
the consumer in the United States to the scale adopted in the countries
named. Of course, to arrive at this result in each instance, a few arti-
cles, such as tobacco, (which pays nearly 1200 per cent. in Great
Britain,) are excluded from the general tariff. The highest duty ex-
acted in the British North American colonies upon the importation of
our products and merchandise into them, does not excged 12% per cent.
ad valorem, and their free list is comparatively more liberal than ours;
and it should also he borne in mind, that our products and manufac-
tures are admitted by the colonies on the same terms as the products
and manutactures ot Great Britain.

The increase of the demand for coals in the United States will be
caused by the increase of the use of steam power of all kinds, steam
manufactories, mills, steam vessels, on the ocean and upon our inland
waters, locomotives for railroads, and in the augmented use of coals
for gas and for domestic fuel. Those most competent to form a correct
opinion on this subject have not hesitated to express the conviction that,
for many years to come, the supply in our country will not be equal to
the demand for home consumption, and this year the deficiency will be
near five hundred thousand tons, and that the demand will continue to
exceed the supply, and require foreign importations to make up the
deficiency until the coal fields of lllinois, Indiana, and Ohio, &c., are more
fully opened, and a larger portion of their inexhaustible wealth brought
into market. These coals do not, as yet, reach our seaboard markets,
except in limited quantites. All the Atlantic cities rely principally
on Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland for domestic coal, and on
Great Britain and Nova Scotia for their foreign coal.

The statistics annexed show how rapid has been the augmentation
of Pennsylvania couls since 1819, and enable some comparison to be
made between that State and other States.

In twenty years, it is repeated, no foreign coal whatever will be
brought into the United States for use, unless of very peculiar qualities
and for particular purpo:es. Great Britain and Ireland, it is stated,
now raisc 42,000,300 tons of coals annually, and czport 4,000,000 tons,
leaving 33,000,000 tons for home consumption.* Increasing as the

*Nore.~—Some English writers insist that the coal fields of Great Britain will yield a full
supply of couls for several thousauds of years—some for two, and some one thousand, and a
few full a little lower. Sir Robert Peel, when (July 25, 1834) he resisted the taking off the
czport duty on coals said, (vide “ Pecl’s Opinions and Speeches,” p. 441:) “ I am not at all sat-
isfied as to the proofs of the very abundant supply of coal in this country. "I know that the re-
production of coal (and the evidence of reproduction is far from convincing ; in fact, I may
say that there is no positive evidence of a reproduction,) is not so rapid as the consumption.
Then our legislature is surely not to contemplate merely the present interests of the country;
it is bound to look firward, even for a period of 400 or 500 years. Inmatters of legislation or
fiscal arrangement, the interests of remote periods ought always to be considered, unless some
immense ultimat : advantavze is to be gained. I am not satisfied that the supply of coals in
this country—I wean of ..al: lying so near the surface as to bé procured upon cheap and mod-
erate terms—is 80 abund:nr as some honorable gentlemen suppose. That somewhere in the
bosom of Léle earth there is a supply that may last for ceuturies, I do not mean to deny; but
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use of coals is in the United States, it is not extravagant to estimate
that, in twenty years, the home demand will exceed 20,000,000 of tons
annually. The anthracite coal of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia will find its way west, and the bituminous coal of the same States
continue to supply the Atlantic border; whilst the States of Illinois,
Kentucky, Ohio; Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Missouri will meet the
wants of the ultramontane region; but so soon as the railroad trans-
portation contemplated is completed, all will send a portion of their
vast stores of superior coal to the seaports for exportation, and at cheap-
cr prices than any other coals can be supplied. A sagacious writer
on the subject of the increase of coals in the United States estimates
that, in less than thirty years, as much as 85,000,000 tons will be raised
annually, and find a profitable market.

It is not a little extraordinary that, whilst most of the statesmen of
this country denounce the restrictive tariff’ system, not yet extirpated
from some of the despotic governmental senilities of the old World, and
boast that we are in advance of mankind in respect to the doctrines of
“freedom of trade,” some of them still cling to the protective duty on
coals, in the face of the fact that Great Britain, A ustria, Russia, the Nether-
lands, the Hanse Towns, Mexico, Sweden, Cuba, and some of the Brit-
ish colonies, and several other countries, have released all impositions
upon foreign coals, and admit them free of charge or impost.

And why should consumers of coal in the United States—the manu-
facturers of cotton and wool, and pig iron and castings, and other man-
ufactures—the railroads, the gas-light consumers, the steamship and
steamboat owners, and the hundreds of thousands who use coal—be
compelled by law to pay a tax of 30 per cent. to the proprietors of do-
mestic collieries for the privilege of using such foreign coal? If foreign
coals are the dest or the cheapest, there is no justice in coercing the coal-
consumers to pay 30 per cent., any more than to constrain by law the
consumers of coffee or tea, or marble, or spices, or wines, or watches,
or other foreign product or manufacture, and of many other articles ot
foreign merchandise, luxuries as well as necessaries, now imported free
of duty or proposed so to be. '

With respect to the British North American colonies, the trade and
commerce between us and them should be regarded as an AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL QUESTION. We should not be comtent with a narrow
view of the present state of things merely. We should extend our
vision 1o the future; and every American of intelligence must discern

if it has to be procured at such a cost as to render the price of coal in this country equal to
what it is in foreign countries, there must be an end at once to the great advantage for manu-
facturing which we now epjoy.” Again, June 18, 1842, (1bid p. 442:) Coal is an article
not capable of reproduction, one which this country possesses 1 greater abundance than any
other.” And again, July 12, 1833, (Ibid p. 441:)“ I have foreseen the consequences of per-
mitting foreigners to purchase our coal free for many years. Iforesee the injury it will be likely
to create as regards competition with foreign manufacturers, and it is the fault of this House
that an exception has not been made with regard to this particular article, thereby securing
to England the elements of future prosperity.” The British government, however, yielded to
the elamors of the coal proprietors, (who, a8 all such interests are too prone, constulted their
immediate present profit, rather than the welfare and future prosperity of their country,) and
repealed the export tax on coals. The United States are forbxd@en by the federal constitution
to levy any such tax, and, besides, we have more than twelve times the coals Great Britain

has. v
3
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in that future the certain ultimate union of those calonies with the
United States, if not in the same national government, in the closest
- bonds created by natural, commercial, and social relations, and connect-
ed and strengthened by the ties of interest growing out of their geo-
graphical relation to each other, and to us. .

The great masses of the people of the United States, and of the Brit-
ish North American Colonies, speak the same language. They have
<imilar laws, and like customs and habits; and there exists an unex-
tinguishable congeniality of American sentiment and kindred feelings of
American pride in both, which, if the United States are liberal as well
as just, will secure to the colonies and to ourselves all the benefits which
could result from the extension of our national governmental institutions
over them, without any of the inconveniences or disadvantages or dangers
which some apprehend may spring from their incorporation into the
Confederacy. By the sedulous cultivation of the sentiments and feel-
ings just adverted to, with them and with our sister American repub-
lics south of us, a truly . American system’” may be established in this
hemisphere, despite the restrictive measures of the governments of Eu-
rope; and which system would, in a quarter of a century, control the
trade and commerce, and regulate the commercial law of the world.
But if these colonies are forbidden by us to be our friends, it we treat
them as if they were our enemies and antagonists, the very relation
and position just referred to, as held by them to us, will tend to en-
gender hostile feelings against us, and they will eventually become our
enewmies. Hence wise and patriotic policy should prompt every good
citizen of the United States to cherish their good will—to foster and
encourage every measure of conciliation, and to meet them on terms of
liberal reciprocity, and even to go farther in that direction than in their
present colonial condition they can go. The United States can afford to
do this. If trade, commerce, and navigation were as free, unrestricted,
and unfettered, between us and the colonies, with respect to all the
products and manufactures of either, as they are between the several
States of this Confederacy, it would be mutually beneficial.

The arrangement proposed should be regarded as an Admerican ar-
rangement, and not as a British agreement. It is true it must, at this
time, be made with the Imperial government of the United Kingdom,
though, it 1s probable, this 1s the last convention respecting the colonies
as to which such necessity will exist.

The vastly superior strength and power of the United States, in
comparison with the colonies, forbids the idea that an intelligent citizen
ot the United States can discover cause for serious apprehension of any
great danger to us, growing out of any hostilities with them.

The rapid growth of all of the colonies within the last twenty
years. their hardy population, their valuable resources, particularly
their fisheries, and their present ship-building and navigating capa-
bilities, are sure evidences that their increase in wealth and power will
be hereafier certain, steady, and permanent.

In less than a quarter of a century, it is probable, the settlement of
f‘Canada West” will extend to the Pacific, and cover Vancouvers
island on that ocean. Considered as a distinct people, the five colonies
are now, of themselves, the fifth in rank in navigation, having nearly
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600,000 tons, with an aggregate of imports and exports exceeding in
1854 $80,000,000; and asto available, practical, maritime resources and
strength, they are in fact the fourth power of the world. It is estimated
that one-third of their population have a practical knowledge of sea-
faring life. Their aggregate population is now neatly three millions,
and equals that of the six New England States. Deduct their joint
contribution to the navigating and commercial resources of Great
Britain, from her statistics, and she loses her so long vaunted supremacy
on the seas, and falls behind the United States.

The British North American colonies are, at this time, superior in
every element of national strength and power, to the “old thirteen
United colonies of America,” when, in 1776, they dissolved ¢ all alle-
giance to the British crown,” and declared themselves free, sovereign,
and independent States.” Some statesmen entertain the opinion that
the probabilities of future collisions between the British colonies and
the United States are stronger than as to any other people and the Uni-
ted States; and thata warlike contest with them, a few years hence, is
more to be deprecated than a conflict with any European power,
though the colonies should be unaided and alone.

As the coast and island colonies lie alongside of our commercial
pathway across the Atlantic to northern and western Europe, in
the event of war, the entire force of our present navy would he
required to blockade the colonial ports and coasts for the _protec-
tion of our European commerce. Doubtless they could assail us in
this way to our serious annoyance ; and we coqld also, in such war,
Injure the colonies greatly; but, in the end, their h_arm would be our
loss, as damage to us would, in the same manner, recoil upon themselves.
No one can hesitate to concede the folly of such conflict on the part of
both. Evil would ensue to both, but no possible good could grow
outof itto either. The ideaof a subjugation by the United States of'the
colonies, and retaining them against the wishes of the people, (if it was
not repugnant to the principles of our government,) is as impracticable
as was the resolution of the ministers of George thq T.hll‘d, seventy-eight
years ago, to reduce our rebel forefathers to submission.

Insomuch, therefore, as history teaches, among other lessons of thp
perversity of mankind, that the very causes which ought to prevent colli-
sions and wars between contiguous nations oflen create. them, and that
always when hostilities do ensue these causes augment their danger
and aggravate their evils, the propriety will be conceded of reiterating
the declaration, that it becomes every true and loyal patriot of hoth
countries to seize every opportunity of removing or obviating all pos-
sible pretexts for difficulty, and of adopting every means tending to
prevent misunderstanding and ill-feeling. ) b ]

" When Great Britain yields (as the debates in the British House o
Lords of 14th and of 29th of June, 1854,and the proceedings on the Ca-
nadian bill clearly indicate, she will ere long with honor and grfa(ice and
dignity and wisdom, yield) tothe irreversible and mexgrable fiato es{my
that these colonies are to hecome free republican States, indepenc gnt
of her, except as the ties of common laws, a common language, anm(z;
common origm, and those growing out of their present conne)gon,t jind
the bonds created by commercial and social intimacy, may render the
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dependent upon each other; when with feelings of honest pride we can
hail this new star in the constellation of American Republics, the inter-
ests and the duty of those who may administer the governmental insti-
tutions of both, will prompt the establishment of a system of com-
mercial intercourse between them untrammelled and unshackled by
any exaction or any imposition. With such mutual arrangements and
by the cultivation of harmony and peace, the two united will be a power
paramount on the land and on the sea, at home and abroad, and not only
superior to any now existing, but to any recorded in history. It will
be the triumph of American principles and the establishment of Ameri-
can supremacy. '



APPENDIX.

Coals in the British possessions in North America.

Pacific country.—In the report of the exploring expedition by Cap-
tain Wilkes, United States navy, it is stateg thatgcoalg of good eruali{)y
may be found on Vancouver’s island, but that the Hudson Bay Com-
pany had tried them, and owing to their being taken too near the surface,
they did not do well. Indications of coal are found in New Albion,
near Fraser’s river.

[In Washington and Oregon Territories, on the United States side of
the 49th parallel, there is reported to be an abundance of coal. Gov-
ernor Stevens states there are extensive supplies near Puget’s sound.]

Canada.—No discoveries of coal-fields have as yet been made in
Upper Canada (“Canada West”) to justify the expectation of their
being worked. Andrews’s Rep. of 1850, p. 83. Taylor's Statistics of
Coal, p. 184. Martin’s British Colonies, p. 181. MoGregor’s Com. Stat.,
vol. 5, p. 193. .

No. 1, (official. )—Statement of the quantities and values of coals im-
ported into Canada during the years 1850, ’51, ’52, and ’53, distin-
guishing the countries whence imported, from inspector-general’s office,
customs department at Quebec, June 12, 1854 :

1850—Values. 1851—Values. 1852—Values. 1853—Values.

Great Britain...|£13,833]$55, 332 [£24, 500| $98, 000 |£22, 309 | $39, 236 {£20, 650] $80, 200
B.N.A.Colonies| 1,247| 4,988 870| 3,480 1,127 4,508| 4,060( 16,240
United States...| 8,606 34,424 10,765| 43,060 13,005| 52,020 27,055} 108,220

Totals....---. 23,686 94,744 | 36,135|144,540| 36,441(155,764| 51,165 204, 660
Tons imported..|.... .... 39,790 |.cceannn 71,243 |ceeannn. 72,823 }cccn .- 80, 053

Prince Edward island.~It is stated to be, “in respect of its geology,
apparently a continuation of the great Nova Scotia and New DBruns-
wick coal-field,” but no coals have been exported therefrom, nor any
mines worked there. Andrews, (1850,) p. 83. Taylor 205, and Map
208, '

Newfoundland.—Some coals have been found there, but no mines are
worked. 1bid and Martin 161 ; Andrews’s Rep. of 1852, p. 573. Mec-
Gregor, ib. p. 342, states that 365 tons were exported to the United
States in 1835, 1840, and 1841; but it is presumed these were ballast
coals from England. o

New Brunswick.—There are extensive coal-fields in the interior of
this province. The area is estimated at 6,000 square miles, making
with the other provinces 18,000 square miles. Taylor, Int. p. xv. The
mines in this province are described in Martin, p. 244, and Taylor, p.
186. The coal mines have not been worked for some years, as the
coals proved indifferent and the procuring of them unprofitable. As-
phaltum is found in large quantities in New Brunswick. The official
returns of the exports of coals from New Brunswick, from 1828 to
1838, is as follows: 1828, 66 chaldrons, 1829, 133 chaldrons; 1830,
70 chaldrons; 1831, none; 1832, 3 chaldrons; 1833, 138 chaldrons;
1834, 687 chaldrons; 1835, 504 chaldrons; 1836, 17 chaldrons; 1837,
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12 chaldrons; and in 1838, none. Martin, p. 244. Andrews’s Report.
1850, at pages below cited, gives the following accounts from the Co-
lonial returns :

New Brunswick— Exports and Imports.
Exports, IEE?O, (p. :1‘-22,) cha‘lflrons, 786, £1,187—to U. 8., £1,045; to colonies, £405.

Ymports, 18,218, 18,715—from ¢ 13; from ¢ 1,866 ; fromG. Britain, £16,836.
Exports, 1643, (p. 400,)  « —to  «  1,642; . w

Imports, ¢ < “« —from ¢ “ @

Exports, 1845, (p. 430,) ¢« 2,011, 1,79d—to ¢ 1,699; to € 105.

Tmports, ¢ « ¢« 20,191, 13,554—from ¢ none; from ¢ 782; “ 13,352,
Exports, 1848, (p. 404,) ¢ —tn & 470, & ¢

Imports, ¢ ¢« —from ¢ «“

Exports, 1849, (p. 431,) &« 1,312, 750—to ¢ 624; to “ 126.

Unports, ‘¢ (p. 432,) 24,438, —from ¢ 611; from ¢  1,548; “ 8,192,

Statements B, C, D, and E, give the subsequent years from United
States returns. A letter dated June 29, 1854, from a highly intelligent
colonist, states: ‘“No coals or asphalte went from this province (N. B.)
to the United States in 1853, while large quantities of anthracite were
imported.”

Nova Scotia.—The ¢ Ggneral Mining Association,” as tenants of the
British crown and lessees of the late Duke of York, have a monopoly of
all the mines and minerals in this province, including Cape Breton. The
lease is for 60 years from 1827, at a rent of £3,000 sterling, equal to
£3,333 currency, or $13,332 perannum. It limits the quantity of coals
to be raised to 20,000 New Castle chaldrons, unless a tax or “royalty
of 23, currency is paid for all over that quantity. In 1845 the limit was
extended to 26,000 New Castle chaldrons, or §2,000 London chaldrons;
equal to 65,000 tons, or thereabouts. The capital of the company is
£400,000 sterling, or $1,936,000; and the association owns 14,000 acres
of land. .

The ¢ Albion” mines, near Pictou; the Sydney ; the Bridgeport, and
Bras D’or mines, on Cape Breton, and the Cumberland, (* Joggins,””)
near the head of the Bay of Fundy, are all that have as yet been
worked. ‘The product of the latter is very small, and the ¢ Joggins”
coals are also said to be indifferent, though some years since anticipa-
tions were entertained of their being valuable. In Andrews’s report of
1850, p. 95, 1s a detailed statement of the Albion and Sydney mines from
1840 to 1848, inclusive, (and coals large and small, and siftings, are
included,) and it appears that, in the nine years stated, they both raised
but 427,680 chaldrons, or about 535,000 tons; making an average of but
about 50,444 tons raised per annum. At page 96, same book, 1s a like
detailed abstract for 1849 of each one of all the five mines. It gives
the following quantities in chaldrons :

Raised. Expl(}rtéad t [ To Colonies. Home consumption.
Cumberland, Joggins....... 922 chal 201 chal. 666 chal. 54 chal.
Albion, Pictou............... 32,323 « | 27,961 « 1,266 « 3,097 «
Sydney..eeoae ool ianaa... 26,482 « 6,665 7,376« 12,456 ¢
Bridgeport................. 16 « 16 «
Bras D'oFeecaceccaaaa. .., 200 20 ¢
Total chaldrons............ 59,944 « | 34,812 ¢ 9,307 « 15,823 «

Total tons............ ... 74,930 « | 48515 « 11,384 « 19,830 ¢
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Statements of the product of these mines, other than the above, for dif-
. ferent years anterior to 1849, and of the amount of “royalty” paid for
coals raised, and the ezports from and imports into Nova Scotia and
“7#Cape Breton prior to said year, both Colonial and of the United States,
. are to be found in the following authorities: Martin, pp. 230, 233,
234. - Taylor, 199, 200. McGregor, 296. Andrews’s Report of 1850, pp.
96, 97, 98, 348, 356, 362, 370 et passim. And all the data show that
the total production of all those mines in no one year, prior to 1849,
exceeded 200,000 tons, and the highest export to the United States of
coals from them was in 1848, being 153,122 tons.
~ No official account of the entire product of these mines since 1849 is
had; but the statements of the exports from Nova Scotia and Cape Bre-
ton of coals since that year, when compared with the product in 1849,
above given, as to the proportion exported, and that retained for home
“¢ensumption, (less than 29 per cent. of the whole, and less than 50 per
"cent. of the exports to the United States,) will enable an estimate to be
made of the annual product that will not begout of the way. The fol-
lowing statements are therefore given of the Colonial accounts of the
exports of coals to the United States from Novia Scotia, &c., being
taken from Andrews’s report of 1852, at the pages cited:
The exports of coals from Great Britain and Ireland, to all countries,
as stated in the British accounts, are as follows:

Years. Tous. Value. Value.
1840 .. i oo i iecareeee 1,606,080 | £5676,000 $2,787.840
1846 e v i eeer e 2,631,282 973,635 4,711,393
1850 (e e ce e ieaceemeeeann 3,351,888 | 1,284,224 6,185,642
1861 oot e e e e eeceeenna 3,468,615 | 1,302,473 6,303,669
1862 . e iceeaaa. 3,636,621 | 1,359,685 6,580,875

Ezports .from Nova Scotia of coals to the United States, (colonial returns,)
Jrom Andrew’s Report of 1862.

E I -
Years, &c. ! wﬁ" oo f Chaldrons. | Tons.
o
1849 (Pe 565)a e cceemece e e | 69,625 | 87,036
1850 (p 565) ................................ 71,472 89,475
TELDE (1) WO | 47,375 | 59,225

-.In 1852, according to Governor Sir G. Le Marchand’s official report
of the province to the Duke of Newcastle, before referred to, the whale
hhantity exported was 112,659 tous—value, £56,907.. c. ¢, equal to
227,626 ; and the value of the coals exported to the United States was
:ﬁ&ﬁSﬂSl c. c., equal to $155,124; and to the British North Amreican
Geolonies, £16,925¢. c., equal to $67,770 ; and to the British West In-
dies, £431 c. c., equal to $1,724 ; and all other places, £769 c. c., equal
to $3,076. ’
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A letter from E. Cunard, esq., dated July 5, 18564, gives the [ollow-
ing statement of exports to the United States of all kmds of coal:

- 185L—F'rom Pictou, 11,828 chaldrons; Sydney, 8,436 chu]drop—mﬁal 50,314 chaldrons.
1852—From Pictou, 55,952 chaldrons; Sydney, 8, 540 chaldronn—total, 64,492 cLaldrons.
1853—From Pictou, 72 838 chaldrons; Sydney, 8,153 chaldroni—total, 8991 chaldrons

The fbllowmg is from the United States treasuryaccounts of imports
of coals into the United States from Great Britain Areland, and
from the B. N. A. bolnmes, from 1843 to 1849 mclusxve. The four
years since are given in detail in statement C, ante, page 4 : i,

Great Britain and Ireland.| British N. A, Colonies.

Years. - i
Tons. Value. Tons. Value. .
1848. e e eeaeeieaace et 27,132 $83,918 13,185 . $28,734
D L T 34,883 116, 578 51,196 115, 96
1845, e iieeee it q. 27,294 99,718 52,207 128,975
59, 384. 176, 596 95, 230 195,452
55, 106 174, 959 92,180 | 194,173
42, 358 145,789 153 122 312,204
65, 148 160, 312 93 256 1 245,840

And the account of the exports from the other colomes into Canada of
coals for 1850, ’51, ’52, and ’68, (No. 1, below,) shows'that the entire
value of all the colomal coals sent to Canada in thgse years was but
£7,303 c. c., or $29,212,

Imports of coal from B. N. A. colonies mto U. S—; from U.Ss. retums

l ‘V _.
Into United States. . Into Boston. Y ~Into-New York. Into Phlladalplm
Years. - e

Tons. Value. Tons. Value.” '| Toms. | Value, - ',;onp. Value.

. ‘. . ‘éz S
98,256 188,784 55,730 105,201 12,909 - 434 | 2,488
116,960 221,681 | 51,615 9 96,134 | 12,038 w’m 9,148 995
swsl2 | 161,764 | 68 120 037 | 6,943 l i8 | 798 13,314
120,754 ) 212,817 89'843 156,623 ll 419 972 ] 5,% 13,619

Statement of the prmczpal coal countries of. Europc and North Americ

A s
the area, in square myles, of & Hsc S fields in each; and the estimated

production and exporis of each in

- ket

Countries. . Area in Production in Ex:):é’in

| 8q.‘miles. | tons. Ny,

T 12 _ Q:}
Gt. Britain, Ireland, and BritishIsles| 1 ;16’0 42,000,000 4,0M 000
Belgium. ... ........ eeeeeon.| #5650 | 6,500,000 | 2 o?koo
France........icceeeieeuunn.- +1,720 | 5,000,000 | 100,000
Prussia and Pruss1a.n States eeeea| 6001 4,500,000 1,50_0,000‘

Rpssxa_. S N Unkno'n| 1,800,000 { None.

ustrlan States ................ e 400 | 1,200,000 | . 400,000
...................... 7 8410 500,000 | 100,000
Bnﬁsh Worth American Colomes.. 18 000 200,000,4: 140,000
Unifed Stafes.................. 163 157 | 9,142,0008° 80,000
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